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出版前言






“现代阅读教材的变革，从某种程度上讲，反映了美国教育史和美国文化史的发展。”


——理查德·L·梵勒茨基


（斯坦福大学博士、美国著名语言学教授）




自出版美国著名教育家威廉·麦加菲校长编写的畅销学生读本《美国语文读本》以来，我们一直关注西方学校不同时期的学生读本，至今收集了上百种英语国家所使用的学生读本信息。继《美国语文读本》之后，我们又精选出版了《英国语文》、《加拿大语文》、《澳大利亚语文》及这四个英语国家的文学读本。

这些经典原版读物，对主要依赖于学校课本与考级教材学习英语的中国学生来讲，很有帮助。他们可以品读丰富地道的英语读物，能更多地了解英语国家的历史、文化、道德观与价值观等，开拓视野、积淀思想、陶冶心灵。对打算出国留学的学生，这些读本帮助他们提前做了语言、知识与思想的多种准备。




美国斯坦福大学“学生读本”展览


一个偶然的机会，我们在美国斯坦福大学官网上发现了一个展览——“美国启蒙课本与学生读本”。展览主办者是美国著名语言学与文学教授理查德·L·梵勒茨基，他在斯坦福大学读博士期间，对美国一百多年来的学生读本做了大量研究，这与我们的出版兴趣不谋而合。

在这个展览里，最突出显眼的有两套书：一是《McGuffey Readers
 》，即我们已经出版的《美国语文读本》（《美国语文》），它是美国现代早期最有代表性的经典读本，也是史上销量最大的一套教材，至1960年累计销量超过1.22亿册，此后一直常销；另一种便是我们目前出版的这套《
 Basic Readers
 》。这套英语阅读教材共7册——入门级（
 Primer
 ）和第1-6级，是美国现代时期非常受欢迎的一套学校课本。两套英语读本，诞生于美国不同历史时期，教材功能各有侧重，在美国教育史上都有重大贡献。《
 McGuffey Readers
 》侧重于典范的经典文选，并注重学生的道德培养和心灵塑造。从选文体裁与内容来讲，非常适合作为英语精读教材。《
 Basic Readers
 》是芝加哥大学阅读研究专家、世界阅读学会首任会长威廉·格雷教授与著名教材专家威廉·爱尔森共同编写的一套科学权威的阅读教材。从选文篇幅、故事内容、词汇难度、插图使用等各方面精心考量，综合培养学生的朗读（
 oral reading
 ）与默读（
 silent reading
 ）技巧，对中国学生来讲，《
 Basic Readers
 》是一套很好的泛读教材，并适合作为英语的起点训练读本。





从“读本”（Readers）向“课程”（Curriculum）的转变



美国建国早期，学校教育并不完善，学生用书也各式各样，有从英国来的，如当时很通用的《
 The New England Primer
 》，也有老师各自编写的读本，其目的是识字、阅读、树人。1836年，身为教师的威廉·麦加菲决定编写一套适合学校和家庭使用的读本，他前后花了近20年，编写出《麦加菲读本》，这套书在美国学校的使用长达一个世纪，至今仍被作为学生的课外读本，足见其影响力！麦加菲校长不仅编写教材，还在迈阿密大学、俄亥俄大学、弗吉尼亚大学等学校从事教学与管理工作，他帮助建立了俄亥俄州的公立教育体系，对美国教育做出了很大贡献，因此他被赞誉为美国“国家之校长”（
 Nation’s Headmaster
 ）。美国好几所大学都为他设立了纪念馆。



进入现代历史阶段，美国学校系统得以完善，课程设置更加全面，于是教师和学生都需要一种更加标准化的教材、配套教师手册与学生用书，同时与学习评价相结合。这便是现代学校“课程”（
 Curriculum
 ）的模式。身为教师的威廉·Ｈ·爱尔森（1856-1935）在这方面做出了很大贡献。他毕业于美国印第安那州大学，编写了很多美国学校使用的现代教材，除美国以外，这些教材在全球34个国家销售，总销量超过5000万册。其中最有影响的便是《
 Basic Readers
 》这一系列。



为了保证此套教材的科学权威性，爱尔森特别邀请了当时世界阅读研
 究领域的权威人士——威廉·Ｓ·格雷（1885-1960）共同编写。威廉·Ｓ·格雷毕业于美国芝加哥大学教育系，后成为该校教育心理学教授。40多年时间里，他一直是英语阅读研究领域的权威专家，还担任过国际阅读学会首任会长。他将阅读研究成果应用于教材编写工作中，因此《
 Basic readers
 》成为美国现代时期颇受欢迎的学校英语教材和家庭读本。





《BASIC READERS》作为阅读教材的几大特点



《
 Basic Readers
 》这套阅读教材出版后广受欢迎，成为美国学校教育和家庭阅读的范本。这套书至少有以下几个优势：



1．科学的阅读训练原理——威廉·格雷教授将自己数十年来在英语阅读领域的研究成果，应用于这套课本的设计与编写中。格雷教授研究发现，一个8岁小学生，其阅读一行文字时眼球暂停的平均次数是6.1次。因此为了提高阅读效率，阅读页面的设计对低年级孩子十分重要，如书的开本，每行长度、内文的字号等，应有周全考虑。《
 Basic Readers
 》全套书按原版样式，采用国际32开，尽量减少阅读时眼球暂停次数，提高阅读效率。格雷教授还发现，在朗读（
 Oral Reading
 ）训练中，眼球的运动总是先于朗读发出的声音。朗读能力强的学生，其“眼球-发声跨度”更大。因此阅读时要训练学生扩大这一跨度，让他们朗读时眼球能更大范围地提前移动，将更多阅读内容纳入“视觉阈”。此外，格雷教授还强调“默读”（
 silent reading
 ）训练，这是阅读训练的最终目的。学会了高效默读术，学生便掌握了获取知识的一大利器。


2．阅读内容的趣味性与熟知度——孩子们对阅读内容的相关背景越熟悉，阅读效率越高；他们对阅读内容越有兴趣，其阅读持续度越长。因此，在把握选文时，尽量选择孩子们熟知且感兴趣的内容，以提高阅读效果。全书使用了大量插图，直观生动地阐述故事，激发孩子们的阅读兴趣。

3．词汇量的科学掌控——生词是阅读的障碍，学生阅读时，如遇到大量生词，其阅读进度与效果会明显受到影响。本套读本，从入门级到第6级，作者精心设计每册的词汇量、句式、段落结构与文选内容。如入门级词汇量只有220个词（正文中用斜体标出），第6级则有600多个词，并对难词加以注释，减少阅读障碍。


4．精炼的阅读理解练习——从第3级开始，每课后附有相应阅读理解问题，这些阅读练习，能帮助学生更好地理解所读内容，加强英语思维，训练英语书面表达。







如何更好地使用本书



我们很高兴能将《
 Basic Readers
 》这套标准的阅读训练教材带给中国读者，与《
 McGuffey Readers
 》结合,坚持做好精读与泛读训练，相信会有更好的效果。这套书共7册（入门级、第1-6级）。从英文难度来讲，适合国内学前段至中小学阶段的学生使用。


1．选择难度适当的级别开始——原书是给英语为母语的学生使用的，对于ESL（英语作为第二语言）的孩子来讲，应因人而异。建议不要将分册序号（如第1级）与孩子所读年级或年龄等同，而是选择难度合适的一本开始，坚持使用。

2．对于每册的阅读词汇，正文中都以斜体标出，从第4级开始，正文中加注单词解释，建议阅读前可以先熟悉这些词汇，以减少阅读中因生词而停顿的现象。

3．入门级与第一、二级，适合成人与孩子互动式学习，家长可以根据内容适度改编成对话，与孩子一起表演，同时训练英语口语与朗读。

4．不要依赖于中文。外语学习要遵循其规律，讲究方法。本套教材根据级别科学设计生词数量，阅读内容也为孩子们所熟悉，并配有生动的插图。学生完全不必在阅读时做中英转化的工作。此套书中不带任何中译内容，完全与美国原版一致。期望国内学生使用这些原版读物时，不仅从学习素材，而且从语言学习规律与方法等，更接近英语为母语的孩子的学习方法，以起到事半功倍的效果。

5．从第4级开始，课后附有阅读理解问题，建议学生认真练习。有些题也可以口述做答，训练英语思维与口语。

6．尽量使用词典与网络等学习工具。学会利用工具书与网络技术而获取知识，解决学习中的疑问，这对当今学生来讲是一种非常重要的能力。学会“觅食”，而不等待“喂食”。家长应该强化孩子“觅食”能力，不再一味灌输。




愿这套新的英语阅读系列，带给读者新的收获与喜乐！




Holybird Publishing


For the Well-trained Mind






PART I DICK AND JANE
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01


Dick





See 
Dick


 .


See
 Dick run.
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02

Jane





See

 Jane.

See Jane 

run


 .

Run, Jane, run!
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03

Baby



See 
Baby

 .

See Baby run.

Run, Baby, run!
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04


Run! Run!




Dick 
said

 , “Run, 
Mother

 !

Run, Mother, run!”



Jane said, “Run, 
Father

 !

Run, Father, run!”
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Dick said, “
Come

 , Father.

Come 
and

 see.”



Jane said, “Come, Mother.

Come and see.”



Baby said, “See, see!”
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What

 can Mother see?

What 
can

 Father see?

What can Jane see?

What can Dick see?

What can Baby see?
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05


Come to Dinner




Mother said, “Come.

Come, Father.

Come, Baby.

Come, Dick and Jane.

Come 
to dinner

 .”
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Father said, “Run, run!





One

 , 
two

 , 
three



 !

Run to dinner.

Run, run, run!”
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One, two, three!

Father 
ran

 .

Dick ran.

Jane ran.



They

 ran to Mother.
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“
Here

 I am!” said Dick.

“Here 
I

 am!” said Jane.

“Here I 
am

 !” said Father.



“Come,” said Mother.

“Come to dinner.”
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06


Where Is Baby?




Mother said, “
Where

 is Baby?

Baby 

is

 
not


 here.”

“Not here!” said Father.

“Not here!” said Jane.

“Not here!” said Dick.

“Where is Baby?”
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Mother ran.

Father ran.

Dick and Jane ran.

They said, “
Oh

 , oh!

Where is Baby?”

[image: T013.jpg]
 


Baby said, “See, see!

See Baby.”



“
Look

 , look!” said Jane.

“Look, look!” said Dick.

“Here is Baby.”

[image: T014.jpg]
 


Baby 
laughed

 .

Father and Mother laughed.

Dick and Jane laughed.

“Oh, oh!” they said.

“What a funny

 Baby!”
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07


Spot and Little Mew




Here is 
Spot

 .

Here is 
Little

 Mew.

Spot can run.

Little 
Mew

 can run.
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See Spot run.

See Little Mew run.

They 
want

 dinner.



Run, Spot!

Run, Little Mew!

Run to dinner.

[image: T017.jpg]
 


“
Bow-wow

 ,” said Spot.

“Where is Dick?

I want dinner.”



“Mew, mew,” said Little Mew.

“Where is Jane?

I want dinner.”
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Jane said, “Come.

Come, Little Mew.

Here is 
some

 dinner.”



“Bow-
 wow,” said Spot.

“I want 
this

 dinner.”

“Mew, mew,” said Little Mew.

“I want this dinner.”
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Jane said, “See Spot.



He

 wants this dinner.

Little Mew wants this dinner.

Funny, funny Spot!

Funny, funny Little Mew!”



Dick laughed.

He said, “Here, Spot!

Here is some dinner.”
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Something Funny




Jane said, “Come, Dick.

I want to 
play

 .

Spot wants to play.

He wants to run.

He wants to run and play.”
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Dick said, “Here, Spot!

Come and play.



Find

 the ball, Spot.

Find 
the

 ball.”



Spot ran to find the 
ball

 .

He ran and ran.
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“Bow-
 wow,” said Spot.

“I see something.



It

 is not a ball.

It is something funny.

See it 

jump


 .

What is it?”
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Jump! Jump! Jump!

“Bow-
 wow,” said Spot.

“This is something funny.

See it jump.”

Jump! Jump! Jump!

“
Good-bye

 !” said Spot.

He ran away
 .
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Dick and Jane




“Oh, see!” said Dick.

“I can 
make

 something.

I can make a 
dog

 .

I can make Spot.



Look, look!

Here is Spot.”
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Jane laughed.



She

 said, “Oh, Dick!

Make a 
kitten

 .

Make Little Mew.”



“Here is a kitten,” said Dick.

“Here is a little kitten.

Here is Little Mew.

She is funny.”

[image: T026.jpg]
 


“See!” said Jane.

“I can make something.

I can make a ball.

I can make a 
house

 .

I can make a funny dog.



Here is a 
big

 ball.

Here is a big, big house.

Here is a funny dog.”

[image: T027.jpg]
 


“Oh! Oh!” said Jane.

“Oh, look!” said Dick.



Away 
went

 the kitten.

Away went the dog.

Away went the ball.

Away went the house.



Oh! Oh! Oh!
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A Funny Baby




Dick said, “Look, look!

See 
how

 big I am.

I am the father.

How big I am!”
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Jane said, “Look!

See how big I am.

I am the mother.

Dick is the father.



Guess

 what Spot is.”
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“This is 
fun

 ,” said Dick.

“This is fun,” said Jane.



“Bow-
 wow,” said Spot.

“This is not fun.

I am not a baby.

I 
will

 not play.

Good-
 bye! Good-
 bye!”



Away he went.









[image: T031.jpg]




11

The Little House




Father said, “Come, Dick.

Come, Jane.”



“Where?” said Dick.

“Where?” said Jane.

“
You

 will see,” said Father.

“You will see.”



 [image: T032.jpg]


Dick and Jane 
saw

 something.

They saw a little house.

“Oh, Fahter!” they said.

“What is 
in

 the house?”



Father laughed.

“Look and see,” he said.

“Look in the house.

You will find something.”
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“I will find it,” said Jane.

“I will find it,” said Dick.



They saw a big 
rabbit

 .

“Look, look!” said Dick.

“It is a rabbit.

What a 
pretty

 rabbit!”
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Jane saw something.

She said, “Oh, Dick!

This is a mother rabbit.

See the baby rabbits.”



Dick said, “One, two, three.

Three pretty little rabbits!



Thank

 you, Father.

Thank you!”
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Jane said, “Come here.

Come, Mother Rabbit.

Come, pretty rabbits.

Here is some dinner.”



“Look!” said Dick.

“Here they come.

Jump! Jump! Jump!

Here they come to dinner.”







 [image: T036.jpg]


12

Grandmother




“How happy I am!” said Dick.

“How happy I am!” said Jane.

“
Grandmother

 is here.”



Grandmother laughed.

“I am 
happy

 ,” she said.

“I am happy to see you.”
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“Look!” said Grandmother.

“Here is something.

Guess what it is.”



“A ball,” said Dick.

“
Candy

 ,” said Jane.

“Not candy,” said Grandmother.

“Not a ball.

Guess, guess!”
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“I can not guess,” said Dick.

“I can not guess,” said Jane.

Grandmother said, “Look!”



“See, see!” said Baby.

“
Cookies

 !” said Jane.

“Cookies!” said Dick.

“One, two, three big cookies!

Thank you, thank you!”
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Grandmother went away.

She said, “Good-
 bye, Baby.

Good-
 bye, Dick and Jane.”



“Good-
 bye,” said Mother.

“Good-
 bye,” said Dick and Jane.

Guess what Baby said.


















PART II PETS
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The Birthday




Happy

Happy said, “
Bow-wow

 !


I
 want to 
run

 .

I want to jump.

I want to 
play

 .”







 [image: P008.jpg]


Billy

Billy 
saw

 Happy.



“Bow-
 wow!” said 
Happy

 .

“I want to run.

I want to 
jum
 p
 .

I want to play.”





[image: P009.jpg]








End of this sample Kindle book.

Enjoyed the sample?


Buy Now


or

See details for this book in the Kindle Store
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