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Leon Russell played on, arranged, wrote, and/or produced some of rock-and-roll’s most successful and important records. Russell reached the top of the country charts, had two Top 40 singles as a solo artist, released four gold albums, and had a hand in hundreds of other chart hits. He is, as one reviewer said, “pop music’s most anonymous big shot.”

Born in 1942, Russell began as an underage piano player in Oklahoma, backing such legends as Jerry Lee Lewis and Ronnie Hawkins. After Russell relocated to Los Angeles, he became part of an elite group of studio musicians called the Wrecking Crew, playing sessions for Bob Dylan, Frank Sinatra, Ike & Tina Turner, the Rolling Stones, the Byrds, the Ventures, Bobby Darin, and Herb Alpert, among others. His distinctive piano playing can be heard on Jan & Dean’s “Surf City,” Bobby “Boris” Pickett’s “Monster Mash,” and the Beach Boys’ “California Girls,” and many others too numerous to mention.

During his first U.S. tour, Elton John opened concerts for Leon Russell before rising to stardom himself. Elton was heard saying on a recent Biography
 special that he knew he had made it in rock-and-roll when he received a telegram from Russell congratulating him on his first hit record. Elton has credited Russell for being a huge inspiration to him during those years.

As a writer, Russell’s songs have hit the charts across all genres and have been covered by a diverse range of artists. Russell was instrumental in contributing to Joe Cocker’s career by organizing and leading the band on the Mad Dogs and Englishmen tour as well as writing Cocker’s hit song “Delta Lady.” Russell’s legendary hit “This Masquerade” was the first song in music history to occupy the number one spot on the jazz, pop, and R&B charts, and George Benson’s cover of the song won the Record of the Year Grammy in 1976. The Carpenters hit gold with their recording of Russell’s “Superstar.” Russell’s “A Song for You” brought Ray Charles renown, and B.B. King had the same with Russell’s “Hummingbird.”

After receiving his fourth gold album for Will o’ the Wisp
 , which included the hit single “Lady Blue,” Russell returned to his country roots. Under the name Hank Wilson, he released a country music album, Hank Wilson’s Back
 , and in 1979 he teamed with Willie Nelson and achieved success with One for the Road
 , which was honored by the Country Music Association as Album of the Year. Russell’s “Heartbreak Hotel” topped the country charts, and Russell and Nelson have toured together several times since. In 1984 Russell released Hank Wilson Vol. II
 . Continuing into the 1990’s, he released Anything Can Happen
 , followed by 1998’s Legend in My Time: Hank Wilson Vol. III
 and 1999’s Face in the Crowd
 . In 2001 Russell won a Grammy for the Earl Scruggs and Friends video Foggy Mountain Breakdown
 .

In the past several years Russell’s own label, Leon Russell Records, released numerous titles from Russell: Signature Songs
 , a collection of acoustic piano/vocal recordings of Russell Classics; Guitar Blues
 , an album which was previously available only in Japan; Moonlight & Love Songs
 , a collection of standards, and the re-release of Face in the Crowd
 and A Mighty Flood
 . Also released were CDs from Connye Florance, Black Entertainment Television’s (BET) Jazz Vocalist of the Year in 2000, and Mike Gallaher (Blue Paradise), jazz and touring guitarist from the Joe Cocker Band.

In 2004, Russell was notified that his “Stranger in a Strange Land” was handpicked by Mel Gibson and team for the CD Songs Inspired by The Passion of the Christ
 . In October 2006 Russell took his place among other notables as he was inducted in the Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame. And in November 2006, Russell released his latest effort, Angel in Disguise
 . Russell himself called this his “best record in 25 years.”

Today, Russell’s musical style is still resonating with his lifelong fans and inspiring a new crop of loyal followers of all ages.






The Ballad of Mad Dogs and Englishmen


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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Delta Lady


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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Girl from the North Country


Words and Music by

Bob Dylan
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Hummingbird


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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Lady Blue


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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Of Thee I Sing


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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Roll Away the Stone


Words and Music by

Leon Russell and Greg Dempsey
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A Song for You


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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Stranger in a Strange Land


Words and Music by

Leon Russell and Don J. Preston
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Superstar


Words and Music by

Leon Russell and Bonnie Sheridan
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This Masquerade


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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Tight Rope


Words and Music by

Leon Russell
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