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前言

大学英语四、六级考试已经全面改革，计分体制改为了710分标准分制。为了帮助考生全面了解并能从容应对2007年6月开始全面实施的改革后的六级考试，新东方考试研究中心特根据《样卷》编写了“冲击710分”系列丛书。本丛书紧扣六级考试改革要求，深入剖析六级考试新题型，是集指导、练习于一体的特训练习册。

《大学英语六级阅读特训》紧扣六级考试改革要求，结合最新六级考试样卷和最新真题进行编写，准确把握六级出题脉络，选材新颖，能迅速帮助广大考生提高阅读水平。本书特点归纳如下：

阅读题型，涵盖全面

本书依照六级改革方案，囊括所有阅读题型——快速阅读和仔细阅读，其中仔细阅读包括常规阅读以及篇章问答。题型涵盖全面，为考生备战六级阅读提供切实有效的练习。

此外，我们还以六级真题中的快速阅读为例，详细分析了命题人如何选编快速阅读的文章，并分析命题规律，使考生对新题型有更深刻的了解。

题材分类，步步进阶

本书常规阅读部分将所选文章按历年阅读真题题材分为人文、科技、经济和环境四类，并按这四类题材在六级真题中的分布比例进行选材，让考生将各个题材的文章逐一攻破。本书还依据题材，把文章按其难易度分为“预备篇”（略低于真题难度）、“标准篇”（与真题难度相当）和“提高篇”（略高于真题难度）三个级别。所选文章及题目难度逐步增加，让考生在练习时产生不断进阶的成就感，增强考试信心。

核心词汇，边读边记

大纲中的六级核心词汇是六级阅读考查的重点之一，也是令考生感到头疼的难点之一。本书精选的80篇常规阅读文章涵盖了六级考试中经常出现的核心词汇及短语，在文中重点标出，并在每一篇文章后面的“阅读小帮手”中列出其在文章中的词义。既增强考生对文章的理解，又帮助考生在阅读中牢记核心词汇，可谓一举两得。更在每章最后以“词汇大本营”的形式汇总本章出现的核心词汇，方便考生回顾复习。

难句点津，排除障碍

长难句是考生面临的又一个难点，句子读不懂既影响做题又影响情绪。本书充分考虑到考生的需求，在“阅读小帮手”中特设“难句译文”，给出文章中长难句的精准译文，并对这些句子中出现的词或短语的特殊用法进行点津。这样做的目的是为了帮助考生更好地理解文章，并加深对有特殊用法的词或短语的记忆，使考生真正感受到无障碍阅读的乐趣。

以人为本，试在必得

阅读理解不仅考查考生的英语水平，同时也考查考生的知识面和知识结构，所以本书在某些文章后提供了实用的背景知识，既能增强考生对短文的理解，又有助于拓展考生的知识面。

另外，本书常规阅读后的“答案解析”前都附有“答案速查”，方便考生在做完题后迅速核对答案。在“答案速查”表内还有专门的区域，供考生总结自己的错误类型或错题原因，方便日后进行针对性复习。

本书得以顺利完成，要特别感谢世纪友好工作室的金利、蒋志华、何静、李岩岩等老师。他们对英语教学和研究的热爱和投入才使得本书能在第一时间与考生见面。

相信考生们在深入了解了六级阅读题型且掌握了重要考点及有效的技巧后，定能从容应对六级考试！最后祝所有备战六级的考生征途顺利，马到成功！

新东方考试研究中心



第一部分

快速阅读与篇章问答


第一章　技巧大点兵

第一节　快速阅读

快速阅读要求考生在15分钟内完成一篇长度在1,000词以上的文章和后面的10道题目。该题答题时间非常紧迫，而题目难度又相对较大，在备考过程中，考生务必要有意识地训练自己的快速阅读及解题能力，以便有效地应对该部分的测试。

下面这篇六级考试真题中的快速阅读理解是一篇长度为1,098词的文章，主要介绍了太空旅行的相关内容。

编者研究发现，这篇快速阅读文章选编自国外网站（http://www.howstuffworks.com）上一篇主题为太空旅行的科技类文章，其长度为1,520词。其原文如下（文中划线部分为六级真题中快速阅读理解的正文内容，括号内标底纹的部分是命题者添加或改编的内容，蓝色字体为设题点）：


How Space Tourism
 Works


by Kevin Bonsor


Make your reservations now. The space tourism industry is officially open for business, and tickets are going for a mere $20 million for a one-week stay in space. Despite reluctance from NASA, Russia made American businessman Dennis Tito the world's first space tourist. Tito flew into space aboard a Russian Soyuz rocket that arrived at the International Space Station on April 30, 2001. The second space tourist, South African businessman Mark Shuttleworth, took off aboard the Russian Soyuz on April 25, 2002, also bound for the ISS.
 Greg Olsen, an American businessman, became tourist number three to the ISS on October 1, 2005.

On September 18, 2006, Anousheh Ansari, a telecommunications entrepreneur, became the first female space tourist and the fourth space tourist overall. She was also the first person of Iranian descent to make it into space.

(
Lance Bass of 'N Sync was supposed to be the third to make the $20 million trip, but he did not join the three-man crew as they blasted off on October 30, 2002, due to lack of payment.
 Probably the most incredible aspect of this proposed space tour was that NASA approve of it.
 )


These trips are the beginning of what could be a lucrative 21st century industry. There are already several space tourism companies planning to build suborbital vehicles and orbital cities within the next two decades. These companies have invested millions, believing that the space tourism industry is on the verge of taking off.
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Space hotels might be popular vacation spots in 20 years.




In 1997, NASA published a report concluding that selling trips to space to private citizens could be worth billions of dollars. A Japanese report supports these findings, and projects that space tourism could be a $10 billion per year industry within the two decades. The only obstacles to opening up space to tourists are the space agencies, who are concerned with safety and the development of a reliable, reusable launch vehicle.



If you've ever dreamed of going to space and doing what only a few hundred people have done, then read on. In this article, you'll learn about the spacecraft being designed as destinations for space tourists, and how you may one day have a chance to cruise through the solar system.


On Being a Space Tourist


Anousheh Ansari has invested in her interest in space before—she and another relative contributed to the $10 million X Prize, and she hopes that her experience on the ISS will help her to develop spacecraft that make space tourism more affordable. Ansari dislikes the term “space tourist”, because she and the first three explorers had to go through rigorous training to make the trip. “I think tourists are people who basically decide to go to some place and put a camera around their neck, and basically buy a ticket and go there. They don't prepare...I spent six months(training in Russia), and had to learn many different systems, and many new different technologies to take this journey, so I don't think tourism does justice to this event,” Ansari said. You can learn more about Ansari and read about her adventure on her Web site.



Space Accommodations
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Mir was to become a tourist attraction before it was deorbited in March 2001.




Russia's Mir space station was supposed to be the first destination for space tourists. But in March 2001, the Russian Aerospace Agency brought Mir down into the Pacific Ocean. As it turned out, bringing down Mir only temporarily delayed the first tourist trip into space.




The Mir crash did cancel plans for a new reality-based game show from NBC, which was going to be called Destination Mir. The Survivor-like TV show was scheduled to air in fall 2001. Participants on the show were to go through training at Russia's cosmonaut training center, Star City. Each week, one of the participants would be eliminated from the show, with the winner receiving a trip to the Mir space station.

 Mir's demise rules out (The Mir crash has ruled out
 ) NBC's space plans for now. NASA is against beginning space tourism until the International Space Station is completed in 2006.



Russia is not alone in its interest in space tourism. There are several projects underway to commercialize space travel. Here are a few of the groups that might take you to space:


•　Bigelow Aerospace, formed by Budget Suites of America hotels owner Robert Bigelow, hopes to make “habitable space stations affordable for corporate communities”.

•　Space Island Group is going to build a ring-shaped, rotating “commercial space infrastructure” that will resemble the Discovery spacecraft in the movie “2001: A Space Odyssey”. Space Island says it will build its space city out of empty NASA space-shuttle fuel tanks(to start, it should take around 12 or so), and place it about 400 miles (644 km) above Earth. The space city will rotate once per minute to create a gravitational pull one-third as strong as Earth's.


•　The X Prize is a national contest that offered $10 million to the first private company to develop a reusable launch vehicle (RLV) capable of carrying the general public into space. In October 2004, Scaled Composites, a California based company, won the prize with SpaceShipOne. See How SpaceShipOne Works to learn more.

•　According to their vision statement, Space Adventures plans to “fly tens of thousands of people in space over the next 10-15 years and beyond, both orbital and suborbital, around the moon, and back, from spaceports both on Earth and in space, to and from private space stations, and aboard dozens of different vehicles...”


•　
Even Hilton Hotels has shown interest in the space tourism industry and the possibility of building or co-funding a space hotel. However, the company did say that it believes such a space hotel is 15 to 20 years away.




Initially, space tourism will offer meager accommodations at best. For instance, if the International Space Station is used as a tourist attraction, guests won't find the posh (luxurious
 ) surroundings of a hotel room on Earth. It has been designed for conducting research, not entertainment. However, the first generation of space hotels should offer tourists a much more comfortable experience.
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This space hotel could be one of many commercial ventures located within Space Island's space city.




In regard to a concept for a space hotel initially planned by Space Island, such a hotel could offer guests every perk (convenience
 ) they might find at a hotel on Earth, and some they might not. The small gravitational pull created by the rotating space city would allow space tourists and residents to walk around and function normally within the structure.
 Everything from running water to a recycling plant to medical facilities would be possible. Additionally, space tourists would even be able to take space walks.



Many of these companies believe that they have to offer an extremely enjoyable experience in order for passengers to pay thousands, if not millions of dollars to ride into space. So will space create another separation between the haves and have-nots?
 In the next section, you'll find out if you'll be able to go to space even if you don't have a million dollars to spend on a vacation.


Who Gets To Go?
 (
The Most Expensive Vacation

 )


Will space be an exotic retreat reserved for only the wealthy? Or will middle-class folks have a chance to take their families to space? Make no mistake about it, going to space will be the most expensive vacation you ever take. Prices right now are in the tens of millions of dollars. Currently, the only vehicles that can take you into space are the space shuttle and the Russian Soyuz, both of which are terribly inefficient. Each spacecraft requires millions of pounds of propellant to take off into space, which makes them expensive to launch. One pound of payload costs about $10,000 to put into Earth orbit.
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The CEV could provide a new means for space travel.




NASA and Lockheed Martin
 worked on (are currently developing
 ) a single- stage-to-orbit launch space plane, called the VentureStar, that supposedly would've been launched for about a tenth of what the space shuttle costs to launch.
 However, the program was canceled in late 2001 after a prototype suffered problems during testing as well as scheduling issues and cost overruns. Perhaps NASA's latest spacecraft project, the Orion Crew Exploration Vehicle, will replace the shuttle as a means to transport tourists to space. Check out How the Orion CEV Will Work to learn more. (If the VentureStar takes off, the number of people who could afford to take a trip into space would move into the millions.
 )


In 1998, a joint report from NASA and the Space Transportation Association stated that improvements in technology could push fares for space travel as low as $50,000, and possibly down to $20,000 or $10,000 a decade later. The report concluded that at a ticket price of $50,000, there could be 500,000 passengers flying into space each year.
 While still omitting many people, these prices would open up space to a tremendous amount of traffic.


If you don't want to wait for space hotels and cruise ships, Space Adventures offers passengers an array of options, such as:


	Zero-gravity flight program

	MiG-25 Edge of space program

	MiG-21 High-G flight program

	Spacewalk adventure program



Although most of these programs also include a two- or three-night stay in Moscow, prices start at close to $10,000 and go higher. Still too much money for your budget? Some, including Apollo 11 astronaut and ShareSpace Foundation chairman Buzz Aldrin, have proposed a space-trip lottery system to give everyone a chance to go.


Since the beginning of the space race, the general public has said, “Isn't that great—when do I get to go?” Well, our chance might be closer than ever. Within the next 20 years, space planes could be taking off for the Moon at the same frequency as airplanes flying between New York and Los Angeles.



下面我们将从如何删改原文和如何设题、解题这两个方面分析攻克六级快速阅读理解题的制胜之道。

如何删改原文

从上文可以看出，原文是一篇科技类说明文，其中包括3个小标题，第一个和最后一个小标题下又分别包含若干项并列的小点，刚好符合六级快速阅读理解的选文要求，即提供指引信息（如小标题等）以保证考生可以在15分钟内读完一篇1,000词以上的文章并完成后面的10道题。为了使选文更加适合作六级快速阅读理解的考查文章，命题者对原文进行了如下删改：


1. 删除第二个小标题下的内容：
 原文中第二个小标题下主要介绍的是有关太空旅行者的内容，删除后不会影响到文章的连贯性和完整性，因此命题者为了缩减文章词数删除了该部分的内容。


2. 删除过于详细的细节信息：
 删除细节信息也是出于缩减词数的考虑，但所删除的细节信息都不会影响到文义的表达。命题者首先删除了第三、四位太空旅行者的信息；接下来删除了旨在引起读者兴趣的过渡段落；在列举对太空旅行感兴趣的各个组织时，有选择性地删除了读者不太熟悉的两点；最后还删除了有关太空旅行备选方案的内容。


3. 改写原文中过难的单词：
 demise、posh和perk这几个单词对于大多数考生来说都是生词，为了便于考生理解，命题者将上述单词分别换成了crash、luxurious和convenience。


4. 为切合主题而添加或改写部分内容：
 命题者删去了两位太空旅行者的信息，但却添加了没能登上太空的超级男孩组合一位成员的信息，使得文章内容更贴近考生；在提到VentureStar项目时，命题者并未采用原文所用的一般过去时（worked on），而是改用了现在进行时（are currently developing），而且命题者删掉了有关该项目被取消的信息，转而添加了该项目成功后可能促进太空旅行业的内容，虽然改变了原文内容，但却没有改变文义的完整性。

如何设题和解题

从原文标蓝色字体部分的位置可以看出，设题点分布得较为平均，文章开头部分有三个设题点，每个小标题下又分别有三四个设题点。而命题者所选取的设题点基本上都是细节信息，大部分题目都可以根据题干中的信息词定位到原文相关细节，进而确定答案。具体题目如下：


1. Lance Bass wasn't able to go on a tour of space because of health problems.



解题：
 本题可根据原文内容直接确定答案。根据题干中的信息词Lance Bass定位到原文第三段的首句，可知超级男孩组合的成员兰斯·巴斯原本应该是第三个花费两千万美元进入太空旅行的人，但他由于没有付够钱而没能进入太空，并不是由于身体原因而没能进入太空旅行，可见题干所述原因与原文不符，故该表述错误。


2. Several tourism companies believe space travel is going to be a new profitable industry.



解题：
 本题需要对原文内容进行推理判断才可确定答案。根据题干中的信息词tourism companies和industry定位到原文第四段的后两句，可知已经有几家航空旅行公司计划在未来二十年间建造亚轨道飞行器和轨道城市，这些公司已经投资了数百万美元，他们认为太空旅行业即将飞速发展，由此推断，他们认为太空旅行将成为回报丰厚的产业，故该表述正确。


3. The space agencies are reluctant to open up space to tourists.



解题：
 本题需要对原文内容进行推理判断才可确定答案。根据题干中的信息词space agencies和open up space定位到原文第五段的最后，可知向旅行者开放太空的惟一障碍就是航天局，他们关心安全问题，以及开发可靠的和可再次利用的运载火箭的问题，由此推断，航天局不愿向旅行者开放太空，该表述符合原文。


4. Two Australian billionaires have been placed on the waiting list for entering space as private passengers.



解题：
 本题需要结合全文内容进行判断。原文提到，至今有一位美国商人和一位南非商人进行过太空旅行，但并未提到有两位澳大利亚的亿万富翁正等待着以私人乘客的身份进入太空。


5. The prize for the winner in the fall 2001 NBC TV game show would have been _______________.



解题：
 本题需要结合原文中多个细节信息方可确定答案。根据题干中的信息词fall、2001和NBC定位到第二个小标题下的第二段，可知美国国家广播公司（NBC）原本打算在2001年秋季推出一档新的游戏节目，其获胜者将赢得到米尔空间站旅行的机会，由此可知答案为a trip to the Mir Space Station。


6. Hilton Hotels believes it won't be long before it is possible to build a _______________.



解题：
 本题需要对原文内容进行推理判断才可确定答案。根据题干中的信息词Hilton Hotels定位到第二个小标题下第三段下的最后一点，可知希尔顿酒店对太空旅行业以及建造或合资建造太空酒店的可能性表现出兴趣，该公司表示，他们觉得这样的太空酒店将在15到20年后建成，由此推断，希尔顿酒店觉得在不久的将来有可能建成太空酒店，故答案为space hotel。


7. In order for space tourists to walk around and function normally, it is necessary for the space city to create a _______________.



解题：
 本题需要对原文内容进行推理判断才可确定答案。根据题干中的信息词walk around and function normally和space city定位到第二个小标题下倒数第二段的第二句，可知旋转的太空城所制造的微小引力，将使得太空游客和居民可以在太空城内正常行走和生活，由此推断，太空游客正常行走和生活的前提是太空城制造出微小的引力，故可得答案small gravitational pull。


8. What makes going to space the most expensive vacation is the enormous cost involved in _______________.



解题：
 本题需要对原文内容进行推理判断才可确定答案。根据题干中的信息词the most expensive vacation定位到第三个小标题，再由going to space和cost定位到该小标题下的第一段，可知现在进入太空的费用高达数千万美元，只有航天飞机和俄国的Soyuz火箭能带人进入太空，而两者都需要数百万磅的燃料才能起飞进入太空，这使得发射变得非常昂贵，由此推断，太空旅行费用高昂是由太空飞船所需燃料的高额费用造成的，故可得答案the fuel of spacecraft。


9. Each year 500,000 space tourists could be flying into space if ticket prices could be lowered to _______________.



解题：
 本题可根据原文内容直接确定答案。根据题干中的信息词500,000和ticket prices定位到第三个小标题下倒数第四段的倒数第二句，可知如果票价是五万美元，每年就将有50万乘客飞入太空，由此可得答案$50,000。


10. Within the next two decades, _______________ could be as common as intercity air travel.



解题：
 本题需要对原文内容进行推理判断才可确定答案。题干中的within the next two decades相当于within the next 20 years，由此可定位到原文最后一句，可知在未来20年间，航空飞机飞往月球的频率将与纽约和洛杉矶之间的飞机飞行频率相当，由此推断，到那时太空旅行就像城市间乘坐飞机旅行一样常见，故可得答案space travel。

解题技巧汇总


一、攻克词汇关


词汇是阅读的基石。在快速阅读中，词汇量的重要性进一步凸现。很难想像如果没有词汇量的支持，如何能在这么短的时间里完成阅读任务。所以考生平时应该注意积累词汇，只有在每个单词上停留的时间少了，才能有更多的时间来把握整个句子乃至整个文段。


二、攻克思想关


在准备六级的过程中，考生必须达到的状态是——做题时注意力能高度集中。看文章时要撇开私心杂念，做到心无旁骛，也就是说，要把自己的思想融入正在看的文章中。集中注意力不是说出来的，而是练出来的，考生一定要在平时做阅读练习时严格要求自己。一篇文章要一口气看完，不要断断续续，更不要养成边看边默念的习惯。


三、攻克阅读技巧关


阅读的技巧包括跳读、略读等很多方面。最简单的做法就是，试着连句或者一目几行。读文章时注意不要逐字看，或是一句句地看，要把两个或三个句子连起来，一气呵成把它们看完。培养这种能力的关键，就是要拓宽自己阅读时的视幅，这要下很大的苦功，但是只要持之以恒，就会取得效果。


四、攻克阅读量关


进行大量的阅读练习也是很重要的。从根本上讲，阅读速度的提高是个日积月累的过程。只有通过大量阅读英文材料，阅读速度乃至阅读能力才会有质的飞跃。建议考生连续半年保持每天8～10篇英文散文或议论文的阅读量，只要能坚持下来，阅读速度自然会有飞跃。

第二节　篇章问答

篇章问答题又称简答题，主要考查考生能否在读懂原文的基础上以书面形式表达对原文中各种信息的理解和接受能力；能否按照题目要求运用语法知识和相关的写作手段把文中的答案信息处理成简短而准确的语言。

简答题的短文难度和长度与阅读理解文章相似，篇幅为370词左右（最新六级样题中的短文长度为415个词）。短文后附有5道题目，题干形式为问题或不完整的句子，要求考生在阅读完短文后用简短英文（可以是句子，也可以是单词或短语）回答所提出的问题或补充不完整的句子。每题1分，共5分，考试时间为10分钟左右。

简答题既考查考生对篇章的理解能力，又考查考生的书面表达能力，因此评分标准兼顾内容和语言两个方面。每题满分1分，最低为0分。具体评分标准如下：



	回答不全面扣分。

	内容自相矛盾之处不得分。

	照搬原文扣分，照抄一句扣0.5分，照抄两句及两句以上不得分。

	答非所问扣分。

	回答里有语法错误扣分。





应试锦囊


一、细节题


细节题的提问方式灵活多变，问题涉及短文的各种具体细节，如时间、地点、原因、结果、方式等。这类题目的一个共同特点是：答案一般都能在文章中直接找到。但有时出题人为了增加题目的难度，会有意避开文中所用词汇，而使用该词的同义词，即同义转述。在这种情况下，考生需要依据题干涉及的细节，定位文中相关出处，然后作答。我们以最新六级样题为例加以说明：


原文：
 The American Dream for the well-to-do grows from the bowed backs of the working poor, who too often have to choose between groceries and rent.（最新样题
 ）


题目：
 What is the American Dream for the well-to-do built upon?


分析：
 答案为The backbreaking labor of the working poor./The bowed backs of the working poor. 用题干中的well-to-do定位到原文发现，题干中的built upon与原文中grow from同义，由此可以在文中直接找到答案。原文提到，“美国梦”这一概念来源于工人阶级，他们的生活非常拮据。注意题目为What...built upon?也就是说本题的答案应该是upon之后的内容，即名词或名词性短语、从句。如果题目用why提问，一般用because或because of 回答；用how提问，则多用“by+短语”回答。



二、推断题


推断题要求考生根据从文中获得的信息进行推理判断。它要求考生不但要掌握文章所表达的字面含义，还要掌握一定的逻辑推理能力，从文章表面推出更深层的含义。这类题的答案一般不会直接出现在文章中。文字表面往往没有明显反映作者的全部意图，考生需要从字里行间去体会，靠自己的逻辑推理能力去判断，从上下文的连贯及文中相关部分的暗示去分析作者隐含的意思。推断题常见的类型主要有对原因、结果、观点、立场等的判断。需要特别指出的是，做这类题时必须把握问题的关键，紧紧围绕原文，千万不能脱离原文，凭主观臆断进行无依据的推论。以最新六级样题为例：


原文：
 And before we sit back and decide that's just the way it is, it's instructive to consider the rest of the world. While the bottom 10 percent of American workers earn just 37 percent of our average wage, their counterparts in other industrialized countries earn upwards of 60 percent. （最新样题
 ）


题目：
 We learn from the passage that the difference in pay between the lowest paid and the average worker in America is ______ than that in other industrialized countries.


分析：
 答案为greater。文章提到，10%的美国底层工人只能挣到平均工资的37%，而其他工业国家的底层工人却能挣到平均工资的60%，由此可推测出，美国最低工资与平均工资之间的差距要比其他国家的大，由此得出答案。在写答案时，考生还要注意简答题的答案要做到简洁、准确、概括性强，比如本题只回答greater就行了，不用再加much或其他修饰语。



三、主旨题


主旨题主要测试考生对整篇文章的理解能力。解答主旨题最有效的办法是找到并仔细研读文章的主题句。主题句大多数情况下出现在比较重要的位置，如文章的开头或结尾。如果一篇文章包括多个段落，一般来说每个自然段的首句就是段落主题句。文章主题句之外的其他内容一般都是对主题句加以解释、补充说明或列举事实等。另外，有些阅读材料的主题思想不是十分明确，需要考生通读全文，抓住主要论点或论题来归纳出中心思想。应该注意的是，在归纳中心思想时，要从文章实际内容出发，在事实依据的基础上进行判断、推论和归纳。根据提问内容的不同，主旨题还可细分为主题型、标题型和目的型。主题型一目了然，就是找中心思想（main idea）；标题型是为文章选择标题（title）；目的型就是推断作者的写作意图（purpose）。


原文：
 ①Joe Templer should have known better: ...But moments later as he was paying the money, he saw the truck being driven away.

②In 1987, 1.6 million motor vehicles were stolen in the United States—one every 20 seconds...

③Vehicle theft is a common phenomenon, which has a direct impact on over four million victims a year. The cost is astonishing.

④Many police officials blame professional thieves for the high volume of thefts...

⑤Only about 15 percent car thefts result in an arrest, because few police departments routinely conduct in-depth auto-investigations...

⑥One exception is a Michigan program that assigns 92 police officers to work full-time on the state's 65,000 car theft cases a year. Since 1986, when the effort began, the state's auto-theft rate has fallen from second in the nation to ninth.

⑦How can you protect your car?...


题目：
 What is the passage mainly about?


分析：
 答案为Vehicle theft and security system in U.S.。文章共7段，按照主题句出现的规律，我们把各段的首句或末句进行保留。第一段作者以Joe Templer的经历说明在美国偷盗机车的情况很猖獗；第二和第三段接着通过数据说明美国的机车盗窃案发生率非常高；第四、五、六段讲述的是美国警方对盗窃采取的措施；最后一段提到车主应该如何防盗。综合这几段内容不难看出文章主要是围绕机车盗窃以及相关的安全措施展开话题的，故可得答案。考生要注意在回答主旨题时一定要全面，比如本题，如果考生只答出了vehicle theft in U.S.或是security system in U.S.都不算全对，因为前者是针对文章的前三段，后者是针对文章的后四段，只有二者结合才是文章的真正主旨。另外还要考虑简单题的答案不能冗长，尽可能用词或短语代替句子。如果非要用句子，那就多用简单句、少用复合句。



四、语义题


语义题通常是对一个生词或短语（句）进行提问，一般需要考生知道或根据上下文推断出该生词或短语（句）的近义词、引申意义或另一种表述方式。一般而言，语义题出现在以下几种情况中：含有指示代词的句子中，常有被考查的词汇或短语；具体环境中，具有指代上下文语义功能的词汇，尤其是名词，常成为考查对象；一词多义的常见词及词组易考，要求考生能通过阅读，理解其在文中的确切含义；对比处常考，这类题旨在考查考生能否从具有对比含义的上下文中猜测出某个单词的含义。无论哪种情况，只要考生能正确理解文章含义以及上下文的关联，一般都能在文中找到解题的相关提示。以最新六级样题为例：


原文：
 America is a country that now sits atop the cherished myth that work provides rewards, that working people can support their families. It's a myth that has become so divorced from reality that it might as well begin with the words “Once upon a time”. （最新样题
 ）


题目：
 By saying “it might as well begin with the words ‘Once upon a time'” (Line 3-4, Para. 1), the author suggests that the American myth is ______.


分析：
 答案为divorced from reality/unrealistic。原文提到，现在对于美国人来说，努力工作就能获得回报的想法已经和实际脱离了，因此人们提到这个说法时经常加上“很久以前”这样的词。考生在回答此题时可以用原文中的divorced from reality，也可以直接用unrealistic一词。在做此类填空题时，一定要注意所填词在语法规则上是否符合原题，千万不要因为这一点疏漏使得答案错误。应该注意的语法规则有主谓是否一致，时态、语态与原文是否对应，句子成分与所填词是否对应等，同时还要注意标点符号以及大小写等问题。



第二章　快速阅读篇


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 1,036


Earthquakes


An earthquake is one of the most terrifying phenomena that nature can dish up. We generally think of the ground we stand on as “rock-solid” and completely stable. An earthquake can shatter（粉碎）that perception instantly, and often with extreme violence.

Up until relatively recently, scientists only had unsubstantiated（无确实根据的）guesses as to what actually caused earthquakes. Even today there is still a certain amount of mystery surrounding them, but scientists have a much clearer understanding.

There has been enormous progress in the past century: Scientists have identified the forces that cause earthquakes, and developed technology that can tell us an earthquake's magnitude and origin. The next hurdle is to find a way of predicting earthquakes, so they don't catch people by surprise.

In this article, we'll find out what causes earthquakes, and we'll also find out why they can have such a devastating effect on us.


Shaking Ground


An earthquake is a vibration（震动）that travels through the earth's crust. Technically, a large truck that rumbles down the street is causing a mini-earthquake, if you feel your house shaking as it goes by; but we tend to think of earthquakes as events that affect a fairly large area, such as an entire city. All kinds of things can cause earthquakes:


	volcanic eruptions

	meteor impacts

	underground explosions (an underground nuclear test, for example)

	collapsing structures (such as a collapsing mine)



But the majority of naturally-occurring earthquakes are caused by movements of the earth's plates.

We only hear about earthquakes in the news every once in a while, but they are actually an everyday occurrence on our planet. According to the United States Geological Survey, more than 3 million earthquakes occur every year. That's about 8,000 a day, or one every 11 seconds!

The vast majority of these 3 million quakes are extremely weak. The law of probability also causes a good number of stronger quakes to happen in uninhabited places where no one feels them. It is the big quakes that occur in highly populated areas that get our attention.

Earthquakes have caused a great deal of property damage over the years, and they have claimed many lives. In the last hundred years alone, there have been more than 1.5 million earthquake-related fatalities. Usually, it's not the shaking ground itself that claims lives; it's the associated destruction of manmade structures and the instigation（发起）of other natural disasters, such as tsunamis, avalanches（雪崩）and landslides.


Sliding Plates


The biggest scientific breakthrough in the history of seismology—the study of earthquakes—came in the middle of the 20th century, with the development of the theory of plate tectonics（筑造学）. Scientists proposed the idea of plate tectonics to explain a number of peculiar phenomena on earth, such as the apparent movement of continents over time, the clustering of volcanic activity in certain areas and the presence of huge ridges at the bottom of the ocean.

The basic theory is that the surface layer of the earth—the lithosphere—is comprised of many plates that slide over the lubricating（润滑的）athenosphere layer. At the boundaries between these huge plates of soil and rock, three different things can happen:

●　Plates can move apart. If two plates are moving apart from each other, hot, molten rock flows up from the layers of mantle below the lithosphere. This magma（岩浆）comes out on the surface (mostly at the bottom of the ocean), where it is called lava（熔岩）. As the lava cools, it hardens to form new lithosphere material, filling in the gap. This is called a divergent plate boundary.

●　Plates can push together. If the two plates are moving toward each other, one plate typically pushes under the other one. This sub-ducting plate sinks into the lower mantle layers, where it melts. At some boundaries where two plates meet, neither plate is in a position to sub-duct under the other, so they both push against each other to form mountains. The lines where plates push toward each other are called convergent plate boundaries.

●　Plates slide against each other. At other boundaries, plates simply slide by each other—one moves north and one moves south, for example. While the plates don't drift directly into each other at these transform boundaries, they are pushed tightly together. A great deal of tension builds at the boundary.


Dealing with Earthquakes


We understand earthquakes a lot better than we did even 50 years ago, but we still can't do much about them. They are caused by fundamental, powerful geological processes that are far beyond our control. These processes are also fairly unpredictable, so it's not possible at this time to tell people exactly when an earthquake is going to occur. The first detected seismic waves will tell us that more powerful vibrations are on their way, but this only gives us a few minutes' warning, at most.

So what can we do about earthquakes? The major advances over the past 50 years have been in preparedness, particularly in the field of construction engineering. In 1973, the Uniform Building Code, an international set of standards for building construction, added specifications to fortify buildings against the force of seismic waves. This includes strengthening support material as well as designing buildings so they are flexible enough to absorb vibrations without falling or deteriorating. It's very important to design structures that can take this sort of punch, particularly in earthquake-prone areas.

Another component of preparedness is educating the public. The United States Geological Survey (USGS) and other government agencies have produced several brochures explaining the processes involved in an earthquake and giving instructions on how to prepare your house for a possible earthquake, as well as what to do when a quake hits.

In the future, improvements in prediction and preparedness should further minimize the loss of life and property associated with earthquakes. But it will be a long time, if ever, before we'll be ready for every substantial earthquake that might occur. Just like severe weather and disease, earthquakes are an unavoidable force generated by the powerful natural processes that shape our planet. All we can do is increase our understanding of the phenomenon and develop better ways to deal with it.

1. Scientists had unsubstantiated guesses as to _____ up until relatively recently.

A. when actually earthquakes happened

B. what actually caused earthquakes

C. how earthquakes happened

D. where actually earthquakes happened

2. What is an earthquake?

A. An earthquake is the most terrifying phenomena that nature can present to human beings.

B. An earthquake can shatter our world instantly, and often with extreme violence.

C. An earthquake is a vibration that travels through the earth's core.

D. An earthquake is a vibration that travels through the earth's crust.

3. The majority of naturally-occurring earthquakes are caused by _____.

A. volcanic eruptions

B. meteor impacts

C. collapsing structures

D. movements of the earth's plates

4. How many earthquakes occur every day according to the United States Geological Survey?

A. More than 3 million.

B. 1.5 million.

C. About 8,000.

D. 11.

5. Scientists proposed the idea of plate tectonics to explain _____.

A. a number of peculiar phenomena on earth

B. a number of regular phenomena on earth

C. the clustering of volcanic activity in uncertain areas

D. the presence of huge ridges at the top of the ocean

6. The surface layer of the earth is the lithosphere, which is comprised of many plates that slide over _____.

A. the presence of huge ridges

B. the lubricating athenosphere layer

C. the new lithosphere material

D. the clustering of volcanic activity

7. What will happen if two plates are moving apart from each other?

A. One plate typically pulls the other one.

B. One plate typically pushes under the other one.

C. The convergent plate boundaries will be formed.

D. Hot, molten rock flows up from the layers of mantle below the lithosphere.

8. The convergent plate boundaries refer to the lines where plates _____.

9. The major advances over the past 50 years have been in preparedness, particularly in the field of construction engineering and _____.

10. In the future, improvements in prediction and preparedness should further minimize the loss of _____ associated with earthquakes.

Passage Two

Words: 1,103


How Ozone Pollution Works



Introduction to How Ozone Pollution Works


The weather report on the radio or TV tells you that it is going to be sunny and hot and that an orange ozone alert has been issued. What is ozone? What does an orange alert mean? Why should you be concerned about it?

In this article, we will examine what ozone is, how it is produced, what health hazards it poses and what you can do to reduce ozone pollution.

Ozone is a molecule of three oxygen atoms bound together (O3
 ). It is unstable and highly reactive. Ozone is used as a bleach, a deodorizing agent, and a sterilization agent for air and drinking water. At low concentrations, it is toxic.

Ozone is found naturally in small concentrations in the stratosphere, a layer of Earth's upper atmosphere. In this upper atmosphere, ozone is made when ultraviolet light from the sun splits an oxygen molecule (O2
 ), forming two single oxygen atoms. If a freed atom collides with an oxogen molecule, it becomes ozone. Stratospheric ozone has been called “good” ozone because it protects the Earth's surface from dangerous ultraviolet light.

Ozone can also be found in the troposphere, the lowest layer of the atmosphere. Tropospheric ozone (often termed “bad” ozone) is man-made, a result of air pollution from internal combustion engines and power plants. Automobile exhaust and industrial emissions release a family of nitrogen oxide gases (NOx) and volatile organic compounds (VOC), by-products of burning gasoline and coal. NOx and VOC combine chemically with oxygen to form ozone during sunny, high-temperature conditions of late spring, summer and early fall. High levels of ozone are usually formed in the heat of the afternoon and early evening, dissipating during the cooler nights.

Although ozone pollution is formed mainly in urban and suburban areas, it ends up in rural areas as well, carried by prevailing winds or resulting from cars and trucks that travel into rural areas. Significant levels of ozone pollution can be detected in rural areas as far as 250 miles (150 km) downwind from urban industrial zones.


Make Your Own Ozone Detector


You can make ozone test strips to detect and monitor ozone levels in your own backyard or around your school. You will need:


	corn starch

	filter paper (coffee filters work well)

	potassium iodide (can be ordered from a science education supplier such as Carolina Biological Supply or Fisher Scientific)



Basically, you make a paste from water, corn starch and potassium-iodide, and you paint this paste on strips of filter paper. You then expose the strips to the air for eight hours. Ozone in the air will react with the potassium iodide to change the color of the strip. You will also need to know the relative humidity, which you can get from a newspaper, weather broadcast or home weather station.


Avoiding and Reducing Ozone


When you inhale ozone, it travels throughout your respiratory tract. Because ozone is very corrosive, it damages the bronchioles and alveoli in your lungs, air sacs that are important for gas exchange. Repeated exposure to ozone can inflame lung tissues and cause respiratory infections.

Ozone exposure can aggravate existing respiratory conditions such as asthma, reduce your lung function and capacity for exercise and cause chest pains and coughing. Young children, adults who are active outdoors and people with respiratory diseases are most susceptible to the high levels of ozone encountered during the summer.

In addition to effects on humans, the corrosive nature of ozone can damage plants and trees. High levels of ozone can destroy agricultural crops and forest vegetation.


Avoiding Ozone Exposure


To protect yourself from ozone exposure, you should be aware of the Air Quality Index (AQI) in your area everyday—you can usually find it in the newspaper or on a morning weather forecast on TV or radio. You should also be familiar with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guide for ozone-alert values.

What do the numbers in the AQI mean? The AQI measures concentrations of five air pollutants: ozone, sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, carbon monoxide and nitrogen dioxide. The EPA has chosen these pollutants as criteria pollutants, but these are not all of the pollutants in the air. These concentrations are compared to a standard set out in federal law. An index value of 100 means that all of the criteria pollutants are at the maximum level that is considered safe for the majority of the population.

To reduce your exposure to ozone, you should avoid exercising during afternoon and early evening hours in the summer.


Reducing Ozone Pollution


There are several ways you can help to decrease ozone pollution:


	Limit using your automobile during afternoon and early evening hours in the late spring, summer and early fall.

	Do not use gasoline-powered lawn equipment during these times.

	Do not fuel your car during these times.

	Do not light fires or outdoor grills during these times.

	Keep the engine of your car or boat tuned.

	Make sure that your tires are properly inflated.

	Use environmentally safe paints, cleaning and office products (some of these chemicals are sources of VOC).

	Conserve energy.



Besides personal attempts to reduce ozone pollution, the EPA has initiated more stringent air-quality standards (such as the Clean Air Act and its modifications) to reduce air pollution. Compliance with these standards by industries, manufacturers and state and local governments has significantly reduced the levels of many common air pollutants.

With continued conservation and reduction practices, adherence to ozone- pollution warnings, research and government regulation, ozone-pollution levels should continue to fall. Perhaps future generations will not be threatened by this environmental pollutant.


How can ozone be both good and bad?


The thing that determines whether ozone is good or bad is its location.

Ozone is “good” when it is in the stratosphere. The stratosphere is a layer of the atmosphere starting at the level of about 6 miles (about 10 kilometers) above sea level. The stratosphere naturally contains about six parts per million of ozone, and this ozone is very beneficial because it absorbs UV radiation and prevents it from reaching us.

Ozone is “bad” when it is at ground level. Ozone is a very reactive gas that is hard on lung tissue. It also damages plants and buildings. Any ozone at ground level is a problem. Unfortunately, chemicals in car exhaust and chemicals produced by some industries react with light to produce lots of ozone at ground level. In cities, the ozone level can rise to a point where it becomes hazardous to our health. That's when you hear about an ozone warning on the news.

1. Ozone can not be used as _____.

A. a bleach

B. a oxidizer

C. a deodorizing agent

D. a sterilization agent for air and drinking water

2. High levels of ozone are usually dissipating _____.

A. in the heat of the afternoon and early evening

B. during sunny, high-temperature conditions of late spring, summer and early fall

C. during the cooler nights

D. during the summer

3. What is not needed to make ozone test strips?

A. Corn starch.

B. Coffee.

C. Filter paper.

D. Potassium iodide.

4. Which part of your body is affected most from ozone?

A. Cardiovascular system.

B. Blood cholesterol.

C. Digestive tract.

D. Respiratory tract.

5. To protect yourself from ozone exposure, you should be aware of _____.

A. the newspaper in your area everyday

B. a morning weather forecast on TV or radio in your area everyday

C. the Air Quality Index in your area everyday

D. the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency guide for ozone-alert values

6. To reduce your exposure to ozone, you should avoid exercising _____.

A. during afternoon and early evening hours in the summer

B. during afternoon in the late spring, summer and early fall

C. during early evening hours in summer and early fall

D. during afternoon in the late spring and early fall

7. What is not mentioned as a way that helps to decrease ozone pollution?

A. Do not light fires or outdoor grills during afternoon and early evening hours in the late spring, summer and early fall.

B. Ride bicycles, dim the lights, and take fewer showers.

C. Do not fuel your car during afternoon and early evening hours in the late spring, summer and early fall.

D. Make sure that your tires are properly inflated.

8. With continued conservation and reduction practices, adherence to ozone-pollution warnings, research and government regulation, ozone-pollution levels should continue to _____.

9. When ozone is in the stratosphere, it is very beneficial because it absorbs UV radiation and _____.

10. Chemicals in car exhaust and chemicals produced by some industries react with light to produce _____.

Passage Three

Words: 1,372


Higher Grades Challenge College Application Process


Josh Zalasky should be the kind of college applicant with little to worry about. The high school senior is taking three Advanced Placement courses. Outside the classroom, he's involved in mock trial, two Jewish youth groups and has a job with a restaurant chain. He's a National Merit semifinalist and scored in the top 3 percent of all students who take the ACT.

But in the increasingly frenzied world of college admissions, even Zalasky is nervous about his prospects. He doubts he'll get into the University of Wisconsin, a top choice. The reason: his grades.

It's not that they're bad. It's that so many of his classmates are so good. Zalasky's GPA is nearly an A minus, and yet he ranks only about in the middle of his senior class of 543 at Edina High School outside Minneapolis, Minnesota. That means he will have to find other ways to stand out.

“It's extremely difficult,” he said. “I spent all summer writing my essay. We even hired a private tutor to make sure that essay was the best it can be. But even with that, it's like I'm just kind of leveling the playing field.” Last year, he even considered transferring out of his highly competitive public school, to some place where his grades would look better.


Grade Inflation


Some call the phenomenon that Zalasky's fighting “grade inflation”—implying the boost is undeserved. Others say students are truly earning their better marks. Regardless, it's a trend that's been building for years and may only be accelerating: many students are getting very good grades. So many, in fact, it is getting harder and harder for colleges to use grades as a measuring stick for applicants.

Extra credit for AP courses, parental lobbying and genuine hard work by the most competitive students have combined to shatter any semblance of a Bell curve, one in which A's are reserved only for the very best. For example, of the 47,317 applications the University of California, Los Angeles, received for this fall's freshman class, nearly 21,000 had GPAs of 4.0 or above.

That's also making it harder for the most selective colleges—who often call grades the single most important factor in admissions—to join in a growing movement to lessen the influence of standardized tests.

“We're seeing 30, 40 valedictorians at a high school because they don't want to create these distinctions between students,” said Jess Lord, dean of admission and financial aid at Haverford College in Pennsylvania. “If we don't have enough information, there's a chance we'll become more heavily reliant on test scores, and that's a real negative to me.”

Standardized tests have endured a heap of bad publicity lately, with the SAT raising anger about its expanded length and recent scoring problems. A number of schools have stopped requiring test scores, to much fanfare.

But lost in the developments is the fact that none of the most selective colleges have dropped the tests. In fact, a national survey shows overall reliance on test scores is higher in admissions than it was a decade ago.

“It's the only thing we have to evaluate students that will help us tell how they compare to each other,” said Lee Stetson, dean of admissions at the University of Pennsylvania.


Misleading Statistics?


Grade inflation is hard to measure, and experts' caution numbers are often misleading because standards and scales vary so widely. Different practices of “weighting” GPAs for AP work also play havoc. Still, the trend seems to be showing itself in a variety of ways.

The average high school GPA increased from 2.68 to 2.94 between 1990 and 2000, according to a federal study. Almost 23 percent of college freshmen in 2005 reported their average grade in high school was an A or better, according to a national survey by UCLA's Higher Education Research Institute. In 1975, the percentage was about half that.

GPAs reported by students on surveys when they take the SAT and ACT exams have also risen—and faster than their scores on those tests. That suggests their classroom grades aren't rising just because students are getting smarter. Not surprisingly, the test-owners say grade inflation shows why testing should be kept: it gives all students an equal chance to shine.

The problems associated with grade inflation aren't limited to elite college applicants.

More than 70 percent of schools and districts analyzed by an education audit company called SchoolMatch had average GPAs significantly higher than they should have been based on their standardized test scores—including the school systems in Chicago, Illinois, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Denver, Colorado, San Bernardino, California, and Columbus, Ohio. That raises concerns about students graduating from those schools unprepared for college.

“They get mixed in with students from more rigorous schools and they just get blown away,” said SchoolMatch CEO William Bainbridge.

In Georgia, high school grades rose after the state began awarding HOPE scholarships to students with a 3.0 high school GPA. But the scholarship requires students to keep a 3.0 GPA in college, too, and more than half who received the HOPE in the fall of 1998 and entered the University of Georgia system lost eligibility before earning 30 credits. Next year, Georgia is taking a range of steps to tighten eligibility, including calculating GPA itself rather than relying on schools, and no longer giving extra GPA weight to vaguely labeled “honors” classes.

Among those who work with students gunning for the more selective colleges, opinions differ as to why there seem to be so many straight-A students.

“I think there are more pressures now than there used to be, because 20 or 30 years ago kids with a B plus average got into some of the best colleges in the country,” said William Shain, dean of admissions and financial aid at Bowdoin College in Maine. “It didn't matter if you had a 3.9 instead of a 3.95. I don't know if it matters now either, but people are more likely to think it does.”

Lord, the Haverford dean, sees grade inflation as the outcome of an irrational fear among students to show any slip up—in grades or discipline. In fact, colleges like his are often more interested in students who have overcome failure and challenge than robots who have never been anything less than perfect.

“There's a protection and encouragement of self-esteem that I don't agree with, but I think it's a lot of what's going on here,” he said. “And the college admissions process feeds into that.”


Expectations Set High


Back in Minnesota, Edina may join a growing number of schools that no longer officially rank students—a move that could help students like Zalasky, who says he was told by Wisconsin his class rank makes him a longshot.

“They feel they're being left behind or not getting into the schools that they're applying to because of a particular class rank,” says Edina counselor Bill Hicks. “And there is some validity with respect to some certain schools that use certain formulas.”

But the colleges most popular with Edina students already know how strong the school is: students' median verbal and math SAT scores are 1170 out of 1600.

Hicks isn't willing to blame the concentration of grades at the top on spineless teachers, or on grade-grubbing by parents and students. Expectations are high, and grades are based on student mastery of the material, not a curve. Wherever teachers place the bar for an A, the students clear it.

“Everyone here is like, ‘if I can get a 98 why would I get a 93?’” said Lavanya Srinivasan, who was ranked third in her Edina class last year. Far from being pushovers, she says, Edina teachers are tougher than those in a course she took at Harvard last summer.

Zalasky agrees the students work hard for their high grades.

“The mentality of this school is, if you're not getting straight A's you're not doing well,” he said. “There's just so much pressure on us day in and day out to get straight A's that everybody does.”

Hicks compares the atmosphere at Edina to the World Series expectations that always surround the superstar lineup of the New York Yankees. “If they don't win it,” he said, “then it's failure.”

1. According to the passage what kind of college applicant should Josh Zalasky be?

A. Josh Zalasky should be the kind of college applicant with no more effort.

B. Josh Zalasky should be the kind of college applicant with little effort.

C. Josh Zalasky should be the kind of college applicant with nothing to worry about.

D. Josh Zalasky should be the kind of college applicant with little to worry about.

2. Why is Zalasky nervous about his prospects?

A. Because his grades are too bad.

B. Because many of his classmates are so good.

C. Because his GPA is only a B.

D. Because it's extremely difficult for him to make a choice.

3. It is getting harder and harder for colleges to use grades as a/ an _____.

A. measuring stick for applicants

B. evaluating of students

C. awarding of scholarship

D. better academic achievement

4. The University of California, Los Angeles, received _____ applications that had GPAs of 4.0 or above.

A. nearly 2/3

B. nearly 1/4

C. nearly 1/2

D. nearly 3/4

5. A national survey shows overall reliance on test scores is _____.

A. lower in admissions than it was a year ago

B. lower in admissions than it was a decade ago

C. higher in admissions than it was a year ago

D. higher in admissions than it was a decade ago

6. According to a federal study, what has increased from 2.68 to 2.94 between 1990 and 2000?

A. The classroom grades.

B. The average high school GPA.

C. The SAT and ACT exams.

D. The SAT and ACT scores.

7. Georgia is taking a range of steps to tighten eligibility, including _____.

A. giving extra GPA weight to vaguely labeled “honors” classes

B. calculating GPA itself rather than relying on schools

C. gunning for the more selective colleges

D. requiring students to keep a 3.0 GPA in college

8. Some colleges would like to admit students who have overcome failure and challenge rather than those who have never been _____.

9. Students may try their best to master the material they learn to clear _____ placed by teachers for an A.

10. In Zalasky's opinion, students are put under great pressure to work hard to get straight A's or they will be regarded as _____.

Passage Four

Words: 1,062


Sugar—Friend VS. Enemy


Sugar. It's everywhere. It's in our drinks, it's in our foods, and it's hidden in places we never would think of. Many would call sugar their friend in time of need, but in fact their so-called “good friend” could turn out to be their worst enemy in disguise.

Sugar for many is something they may have been battling with for a long time. Here's a simple three-step process to help you start to win back the battle for your health.


First Step—Awareness of What Sugar Really Does to Your Body


Most people will say they “know” that they shouldn't have sugar, but they really can't help it. To me that is a lack of true awareness of what sugar does to oneself. I don't think many people will say that they want to hurt their body on purpose, but unless they know it's really happening they will continue down that road. Sugar is slower to impact our health, and it's that slow destructive process that is the most dangerous. Unfortunately, most people don't know the damage until it has already been done.

Let's look at what is really going on with sugar from inside our body's point of view.

1. Sugar increases fat storing. Possibly the most important hormone in the body is insulin（胰岛素）, when it comes to weight loss and health. Insulin is the main hormone that we have full control over daily through our diet and lifestyle. When we eat sugar and it enters into our bloodstream too quickly, we have a spike in blood sugar levels. Now in times of high activity we are able to burn it off, but if we are sitting around this is not a good thing. So in response to that high level of blood sugar, the body will release more insulin into the bloodstream. Insulin will then take the excess glucose（葡萄糖）and try to find a place to store it. If your muscles are all full (or have insulin resistance) then the best place to put the excess glucose is fat cells. When insulin is high, the fat cells are told to shut down any process of releasing stored fat into the blood for burning. With chronic high insulin spikes comes a resistance to it by your cells, leading to more insulin production, leading to more fat storing, and more resistance, eventually going down a road of diabetes and ill health for the whole body.

2. Sugar also disrupts normal brain function. I think most people can relate to mood swings and energy highs/lows that come after a high sugar meal. Sugar can also be the source of many people's increased anxiety and depression. Let us not also forget the kids with ever-increasing attention “disorders” and behavioral issues. Sugar is not helping with that, either. In fact, there have been many studies that show when taking sugar out of a kid's diet and increasing fat intake, their attention ability increases, their behavior changes for the better.

3. Sugar decreases your overall health and makes you age quicker. Too much sugar will lower your overall immune system, increase destructive inflammation, lead to essential mineral deficiencies in the body, feed bad bacteria growth in your gut and other wonderful stuff. Aging is just a fancy word for the body breaking down quicker than it can repair itself, as that is what happens when we get older. Aging also is accelerated by the increasing risks of all degenerative diseases such as diabetes, osteoporosis, heart disease and cancers. We are all going to get older, but it doesn't mean that we have to “age” quicker.


Second Step—Realize You Are in 100% Control of Your Actions


This could be the most underrated yet the most important step, as we are the only person who controls what we put into our body. Everything starts in what we choose to put in our mouths. Some people may say they can't control their sugar cravings, but that is already admitting defeat and giving up power to some “cosmic sugar influence” out there. We can pass on dessert, we don't need to buy a candy bar, we can drink water instead of soda, but the choice is ours to make.

Also many like to call it an “addiction”. This is just another way to give up your own personal power of choice. While sugar can have “addictive like” qualities, it's not something that you own or is a part of you. Fight the battle and you will get over the addictive feelings, they will go away. But if you call it an addiction and make it part of you, then it is yours to keep forever. Be free from it, let go. Take back control and anything is possible.


Third Step—Just Live the Daily Journey One Choice at a Time


Life is just a series of present moments, and the choices we make in those moments. So let's just focus on what we can do right now instead of worrying about what has happened in the past or may or may not happen in the future. “Now” is all we have and all we need to focus on.

Choose to eat more natural foods. Choose whole food proteins, healthy fats and natural sources of carbohydrates. If it wasn't around a thousand years ago or is made by man (and not nature), chances are you don't need it. Note how it says “Choose” above, as it is your choice.

Find the hidden sources of sugars and remove them. Sugar is hidden in places such as sauces, ketchup, soups, processed foods, drinks, so called health bars, and more. Become a label reader and see how much sugar you are consistently putting into your body. Don't fall for the marketing trick either of “low fat”, because that usually means “more sugar”.

1. The author believe that sugar in fact is _____.

A. our good friend most of the time

B. a hidden enemy

C. a friend as well as an enemy

D. a longtime friend

2. The reason why many people can't help having sugar is _____.

A. they are addicted to it

B. they neglect its danger

C. they are unaware of its danger

D. they want to hurt their body

3. We are able to cut down blood sugar levels by _____.

A. taking part in intense activities

B. just sitting around

C. going on diet

D. losing weight

4. When insulin in the bloodstream is high, fat cells will stop releasing _____.

A. excess glucose

B. bloodstream

C. insulin

D. stored fat

5. Taking high sugar meals may result in _____.

A. brain damage

B. mood fluctuation

C. mental disorder

D. bad temper

6. Many studies show that sugar-free diets with more fat can improve children's _____.

A. attention ability

B. behavior

C. brain function

D. depression

7. The truth that we get older is that our body _____.

A. lacks essential minerals

B. is under risks of diabetes

C. has a weak immune system

D. breaks down faster than it can be self-repaired

8. You yield to your addictive feelings, which means you give up _____.

9. To be healthy, what we should do now is to eat natural foods and remove _____.

10. This passage discusses how to _____ out of our life.

Passage Five

Words: 998


Eight Tips for Surviving Black Friday


If you're celebrating Thanksgiving today, you might be considering venturing out to the Black Friday sales tomorrow morning. After all, there will be at least a few great deals—and you can do all your holiday gift shopping in one crazy sprint. In order to make it out with your sanity—and your wallet—intact, there are a few Black Friday tips I'd like to share.


1. Make Your Shopping List First


When I was little, I could sit for hours with the Black Friday ads (especially Toys R Us), telling whoever was listening that I wanted pretty much everything on each page. I may have grown out of Toys R Us, but I still see plenty I want flipping through the sales papers. Sometimes, I can even convince myself that I really need some great gadget（小玩意儿）that I hadn't actually intended to buy. So, before I even start browsing through the sales papers, I make a list of items that I'm particularly looking for. While I might adapt my list to what's on sale—maybe swap out a movie title or choose a different video game based on what is available.


2. Check the Online Deals


Many retailers offer online deals for Black Friday. When you add in gas money and the time you might spend standing in line on Friday morning, online sales are even better. Before you brave the crowds, take a look at your favorite websites—and the stores you're planning to visit. Many sales will kick in at midnight, so you'll be able to check no matter how early you're planning on getting in line at the local big box retailer. For some stores, you can order items online and pay the Black Friday price, then pick them up at your local store.


3. Pick a Shopping Buddy Who Will Match Your Pace


My mother will be getting up at 4 a.m. Friday morning. While I admire her dedication, her Black Friday will be much longer than mine. I prefer to shop at a more comfortable pace, though, so I'll be going with a different shopping buddy. My mom and my sister—both power shoppers—are much happier pairing up and letting the slow poke (that's me) go on my own. I do think that having a buddy does make the whole process much easier, though: one person can stand in line while the other person grabs whatever is on the list. Even better, a buddy can help you stick to your list and your budget, avoiding unnecessary spending.


4. Bring Your Ads with You


There's a chance that your discounted item may not ring up as on sale when you actually get up to the cash register. Instead of trying to recall exactly what the sale paper said, pull that ad out and ask the clerk to double check it. You can avoid confusion by carrying your ads with you—and, if you go to a store with a price-matching policy, you may be able to get the same prices that another store is offering. If you're relying on ads you found online, you might have a harder time getting a deal, though. Some stores won't even honor the prices listed on their own websites. Printing off the ad can help you convince a clerk, but it's not guaranteed.


5. Be Prepared for Returns


Returns policies seem to get tighter every year, and they can be worse for Black Friday. For some items, stores may have only a short return policy—and they may charge you a restocking fee. If you aren't sure if you've bought the right size(or are otherwise considering a return), plan on making your return as soon as possible. Keep your receipt handy and pick up gift receipts where necessary.


6. Use Your Credit Card


Normally, I'm against using a credit card for most purchases. It's too easy to run up a big bill, but there are some definite benefits to using plastic on Black Friday. Many credit card companies have much better return protection than stores: a purchase made on your credit card may have guaranteed refund up to 90 days. Credit cards often offer warranty coverage for free on purchases—a much better deal than most of the service contracts offered by stores. Lastly, some cards offer sale price protection. If the price of your purchase is marked down further than the price you paid within a certain time frame, you can get a refund of the difference.


7. Forget the Big Electronics


If you're planning to find a great deal on an HDTV on Black Friday, I'm afraid that you're out of luck. Even on Black Friday, it's rare to see much in the way of sales on big ticket electronics. The small sales are generally just not worth the hassle of trying to get a sales person to help you with anything time intensive when they're getting slammed with hundreds of shoppers.


8. Skip It Entirely


There's nothing wrong with skipping the Black Friday sales. If there's nothing on sale that you're interested in, why bother? The entire day is set up to let retailers sell as much stuff as they can—to take as much of your money as they can. But there's no better place for your money than in your wallet or bank account. So, stay Home, relax and take advantage of your leftovers. You'll be saving money even if you wind up making a few full price purchases down the road.

1. While the author looks through the sales papers, she may _____.

A. make a shopping list

B. make change on her shopping list

C. stick to her shopping list

D. prefer a new video game

2. You can buy items online and then get them at the local store _____.

A. with Black Friday price

B. at midnight

C. with full price

D. as early as possible

3. The author's mother prefers shopping with her sister because the author _____.

A. is not good at shopping

B. prefers to shop alone

C. is slow

D. is too powerful

4. When shopping, it is better to bring the ads with you because _____.

A. some item on it may not be on sale yet

B. you can get discount by it

C. cashier wants to check it

D. it can be paid for discounted item

5. To get a deal for discounted items easily, it is better to _____.

A. pay by your credit card

B. visit different stores before buying

C. ask the clerks for help

D. print off the ads you found online

6. For items with short return policy, you have a risk of paying for _____.

A. damage fee

B. restocking fee

C. tax

D. transportation fee

7. The author suggests people use a credit card, which usually can guarantee a(n) _____ refund period.

A. 60-day

B. 80-day

C. 90-day

D. 50-day

8. You can't find a great deal on an HDTV on Black Friday because it is unnecessary for the stores to hassle for _____.

9. Skipping the Black Friday sales means you are _____.

10. In order to help you spend your money more reasonably on Black Friday, the author shares a few _____.

Passage Six

Words: 1,038


The Science of Memory: An Infinite Loop in the Brain


Jill Price can rattle off, without hesitation, what she saw and heard on almost any given date. She remembers many early childhood experiences and most of the days between the ages of 9 and 15. There are virtually no gaps in her memory.

She can also date events that were reported in the media, provided she heard about them at the time. When and where did the Concorde crash? When was O.J. Simpson arrested? When did the second Gulf War begin? Price doesn't even have to stop and think. She can effortlessly recite the dates, numbers and entire stories.

“People say to me: Oh, how fascinating, it must be a treat to have a perfect memory,” she says. Her lips twist into a thin smile. “But it's also agonizing.”

In addition to good memories, every angry word, every mistake, every disappointment, every shock and every moment of pain goes unforgotten. Time heals no wounds for Price. “I don't look back at the past with any distance. It's more like experiencing everything over and over again, and those memories trigger exactly the same emotions in me. It's like an endless, chaotic film that can completely overpower me. And there's no stop button.”

Can someone who cannot forget even fall in love? Can they forgive, either others or themselves? Price's life has had its share of suffering, including family strife, her mother's cancer and, later, the sudden death of her husband Jim. Because she was hounded by bad memories, grew depressed and feared that she was going crazy, she sat in front of her computer on June 5, 2000 and typed a single word into Google: memory.

That was how Price found James McGaugh, and became part of a scientific case study.

McGaugh is one of the leading experts on memory in the United States. He founded the Center for the Neurobiology of Learning and Memory at the University of California in Irvine.

“I was skeptical, of course, when Jill told me her story,” says McGaugh, a slim, grey-haired man with glasses. “But I've spent most of my life studying the mechanisms in the brain that are associated with the development of lasting memories. So I thought that I should at least meet the woman.”

McGaugh and his staff realized they were looking at an exotic case, perhaps even a scientific sensation. For that reason they took a thorough approach, and for five years they subjected Price to batteries of neuropsychological（神经心理学的）tests, combed the professional literature for similar cases and developed special questionnaires to allow them to test her memory.

Once she was asked to write down the dates of all Easter holidays from 1980 to 2003. “It took her 10 minutes, and she only got one of the 24 dates wrong, where she was off by two days,” says McGaugh. He had Price repeat the test two years later, and the second time she got all the dates right. “I thought that was especially impressive,” says McGaugh, “because she is Jewish. Easter means nothing to her.”

McGaugh and his colleagues concluded that Price's episodic memory, her recollection of personal experiences and the emotions associated with them, is virtually perfect. A case like this has never been described in the history of memory research, according to McGaugh. He explains that Price differs substantially from other people with special powers of recall, such as autistic savants（自闭学者）, because she uses no strategies to help her remember and even does a surprisingly poor job on some memory tests.

It's difficult for her to memorize poems or series of numbers—which helps explain why she never stood out in school. Her semantic memory, the ability to remember facts not directly related to everyday life, is only average.

Two years ago, the scientists published their first conclusions in a professional journal without revealing the identity of their subject. Since then, more than 200 people have contacted McGaugh, all claiming to have an equally perfect episodic memory. Most of them were exposed as fakes. Three did appear to have similarly astonishing abilities.“Their personalities are very different. The others are not as anxious as Jill. But they achieve comparable results in the tests,” McGaugh reports. The subjects do have certain compulsive traits in common, says McGaugh, especially compulsive hoarding.

In neurobiological terms, a memory is a stored pattern of links between nerve cells in the brain. It is created when synapses in a network of neurons are activated for a short time. The more often the memory is recalled afterwards, the more likely it is that permanent links develop between the nerve cells—and the pattern will be stored as a long-term memory. In theory there are so many possible links that an almost unlimited number of memories can be permanently stored.

So why don't all people have the same powers of recollection as Jill Price? “If we could remember everything equally well, the brain would be hopelessly overburdened and would operate more slowly,” says McGaugh. He says forgetting is a necessary condition of having a viable memory—except in the case of Price and the other three memory superstars.

For McGaugh, there is another reason why people with such phenomenal memory are so puzzling. They challenge a theory on which his research has been based for the last half a century. This theory, based on clinical observation, says memories are stored in greater detail and with more staying power when they are tied to emotion.

Sensations are emotionally processed in the amygdala, a specific part of the brain's limbic system. There decisions are made as to which information should remain in long-term memory. The more powerfully the amygdala is activated, the greater the likelihood of a permanent memory. “But now here we have these four people who seem to violate this principle, because they also remember the most banal and inconsequential things,” says McGaugh.

1. When people admire Price's perfect memory, she shows a thin smile because _____.

A. it just brings her good memory

B. it also causes her some troubles

C. she appreciates those praises

D. she is gifted by God

2. Price became depressed and was afraid that she was going crazy because _____.

A. her husband Jim died suddenly

B. she feared about the future

C. she didn't know why her memory was so perfect

D. she was wrenched by bad memories consistently

3. When McGaugh first heard Price's story, _____.

A. he felt she was an odd woman

B. he determined to cure he

C. he thought it unimaginable

D. he didn't plan to meet her

4. When first was asked to write down the dates of all Easter holidays from 1980 to 2003, how many mistakes did Price make?

A. One.

B. Two.

C. Twenty-two.

D. Twenty-four.

5. Price didn't study very well because _____.

A. she preferred to learn poems only

B. she had difficulties memorizing series of numbers

C. she only remembered facts that directly related to daily life

D. she didn't pay much attention to her study

6. The other three subjects with perfect episodic memory _____.

A. had different abilities

B. has different personalities

C. were as anxious as Price

D. achieved different results in the tests

7. In neurobiological terms, memories can be permanently stored when _____.

A. they are stored as pattern of links between nerve cells

B. synapses in a network of neurons are activated for a short time

C. they are stored in more nerve cells in the brain

D. permanent links develop between the nerve cells

8. For common people, _____ is a necessary condition of having a viable memory.

9. McGaugh's research was based on the theory that memories are stored in greater detail when _____.

10. Price and the other three subjects violated McGaugh's theory in that they also remember _____ things.

Passage Seven

Words: 1,023


The Development of Television Technology


Radio and television were major agents of social change in the 20th century. Radio was once the center for family entertainment and news. Television enhanced this revolution by adding sight to sound. Both opened the windows to other lives, to remote areas of the world, and to history in the making. News coverage changed from early and late editions of newspapers to broadcast coverage from the scene. Play-by-play sports broadcasts and live concerts enhanced entertainment coverage. For many, the only cultural performances or sports events they would ever hear or see would emanate from the speakers or the screens in their living rooms. Each has engaged millions of people in the major historical events that have shaped the world.

If people could look at the sky and see how it is organized into frequency bands used for different purposes, they would be amazed. Radio waves crisscross the atmosphere at the speed of light, relaying incredible amounts of information—navigational data, radio signals, television pictures—using devices for transmission and reception designed, built, and refined by a century of engineers.

Key figures in the late 1800s included Nikola Tesla, who developed the Tesla coil, and James Clerk Maxwell and Heinrich Hertz, who proved mathematically the possibility of transmitting electromagnetic signals between widely separated points. It was Guglielmo Marconi who was most responsible for taking the theories of radio waves out of the laboratory and applying them to practical devices. His “wireless” telegraph demonstrated its great potential for worldwide communication in 1901 by sending a signal—the letter“s”—in Morse code a distance of 2,000 miles across the Atlantic Ocean. Radio technology was just around the corner.

Immediate engineering challenges addressed the means of transmitting and receiving coded messages, and developing a device that could convert a high frequency oscillating signal into an electric current capable of registering as sound. The first significant development was “the Edison effect”, the discovery that the carbon filament in the electric light bulb could radiate a stream of electrons to a nearby test electrode if it had a positive charge. In 1904, Sir John Ambrose Fleming of Britain took this one step further by developing the diode which allowed electric current to be detected by a telephone receiver. Two years later, American Lee De Forest developed the triode, introducing a third electrode(the grid) between the filament and the plate. It could amplify a signal to make live voice broadcasting possible, and was quickly added to Marconi's wireless telegraph to produce the radio.

Radio development was hampered by restrictions placed on airwaves during World War I. Technical limitations were also a problem. Few people had receivers, and those that did had to wear headsets. Radio was seen by many as a hobby for telegraphy buffs. It would take a great deal of engineering before the radio would become the unifying symbol of family entertainment and the medium for news that was its destiny.

In the mid-1920s, technical developments expanded transmission distances, radio stations were built across the country, and the performance and appearance of the radio were improved. With tuning circuits, capacitors, microphones, oscillators, and loudspeakers, the industry blossomed in just a decade. By the mid-1930s almost every American household had a radio. The advent of the transistor in the 1950s completely transformed its size, style, and portability.

Both television and radar were logical spin-offs of the radio. Almost 50 years before television became a reality, its fundamental principles had been independently developed in Europe, Russia, and the United States. John Baird in England and Charles Jenkins in the United States worked independently to combine modulated light and a scanning wheel to reconstruct a scene in line-by-line sweeps. In 1925, Baird succeeded in transmitting a recognizable image.

Philo T. Farnsworth, a 21-year-old inventor from Utah, patented a scanning cathode ray tube, and Vladimir Zworykin of RCA devised a superior television camera in 1930. Regularly scheduled broadcasts started shortly thereafter, and by the early 1940s there were 23 television stations in operation throughout the United States.

Shortly after World War II, televisions began to appear on the market. The first pictures were faded and flickering, but more than a million sets were sold before the end of the decade. An average set cost $500 at a time when the average salary was less than $3,000 a year. In 1950 engineers perfected the rectangular cathode-ray tube and prices dropped to $200 per set. Within 10 years 45 million units were sold.

A study of how human vision works enabled engineers to develop television technology. Images are retained on the retina of a viewer's eye for a fraction of a second after they strike it. By displaying images piece by piece at sufficient speed, the illusion of a complete picture can be created. By changing the image on the screen 25 to 30 times per second, movement can be realistically represented. Early scanning wheels slowly built a picture line by line. In contrast, each image on a modern color television screen is comprised of more than 100,000 picture elements (pixels), arranged in several hundred lines. The image displayed changes every few hundredths of a second. For a 15-minute newscast, the television must accurately process more than 1 billion units of information. Technical innovations that made this possible included a screen coated with millions of tiny dots of fluorescent compounds that emit light when struck by high-speed electrons.

Today this technology is in transition again, moving away from conventional television waves and on to discrete digital signals carried by fiber optics. This holds the potential for making television interactive—allowing a viewer to play a game or order action replays. Cathode ray tubes with power-hungry electron guns are giving way to liquid crystal display(LCD) panels. Movie-style wide screens and flat screens are readily available. Digital signals enable High Definition Television(HDTV) to have almost double the usual number of pixels, giving a much sharper picture. The advent of cable television and advances in fiber-optic technology will also help lift the present bandwidth restrictions and increase image quality.

1. According to the passage, entertainment coverage was extended by _____.

A. the speakers and the screens

B. early and late editions of newspapers

C. live sports broadcasts and live performances

D. cultural performances

2. Guglielmo Marconi is the main person who applied _____ into practical devices.

A. the theories of radio waves

B. electromagnetic signals

C. the Tesla coil

D. wireless telegraph

3. With the diode invented by Sir John Ambrose Fleming, electric current can _____.

A. be developed into an oscillating signal

B. produce the radio

C. turn live voice broadcasting into reality

D. be detected by a telephone receiver

4. Besides restrictions on airwaves, _____ also acted as an obstacle to radio development.

A. lack of headsets

B. technical limitations

C. the unifying symbol

D. telegraphy buffs

5. In the 1950s, the appearance of _____ brought thorough changes to the outlook and portability of radio.

A. capacitors

B. microphones

C. transistors

D. loudspeakers

6. In 1950, the price of televisions reduced to $200 per set after _____.

A. the rectangular cathode-ray tube was improved

B. television stations were put in operation

C. superior television cameras were invented

D. televisions began to be sold on the market

7. Television technology was developed based on the theory of _____.

A. how images are retained

B. how human vision works

C. how pictures can be created

D. how to change images

8. Today, television technology is experiencing a change from conventional television waves to _____.

9. The problem of bandwidth currently can be solved with the appearance of _____ and advances in fiber-optic technology.

10. This passage discusses the technological development of radio and _____.

Passage Eight

Words: 1,360


Is the United States Addicted to Gasoline?


Used in everything from lipstick and lubricants to motor oil and medications, oil is one product the world just can't seem to get enough of. The United States especially, which consumes roughly 21 million barrels of the stuff a day, has quite an attachment to this ubiquitous（普遍存在的）product. And while oil can be refined into a variety of products, Americans seem to prefer theirs in the form of gasoline. In fact, the United States consumes more gasoline than South America, Europe, Africa and Asia combined.

So what's with the United States and its gasoholic tendencies? Is the country truly addicted to gasoline, and if so, what factors led it to get hooked?

While the United States obviously has quite a fixation with the amber liquid, its fondness for gasoline probably doesn't fit the official criteria for an addiction. Rather, the affinity is more like a bad habit spurred on by a number of government policies put into place over the years. Combine a relatively wealthy nation with low fuel taxes, low fuel efficiency requirements and a poor public transportation system, and you have the perfect climate for a gasoline obsession.

As opposed to other countries like Denmark, where high purchase taxes on cars can deter driving, the United States has few roadblocks to impede their gas-guzzling ways. Quite the opposite, in fact—with a vast road system crisscrossing the country and relatively cheap fill-up stations every few miles, what are American citizens to do? Why, drive of course! And drive they do, as there are more than 244 million vehicles roaming U.S. highways—755 cars for every 1,000 people.

Lots of cars don't automatically equal high gasoline consumption though. Consider Portugal, which has 773 cars for every 1,000 people, yet consumed less than 45,000 barrels of gasoline a day in 2004. True, the United States is much larger than Portugal, but that's not the only reason its gasoline consumption far outpaces every other nation. Despite the fact that Americans now own fewer vehicles than they used to, the vehicles they do own travel farther and require more gasoline than those of any other industrialized nation.


Appetite for Gasoline


While the unprecedented price of $4 per gallon of gasoline may have come as a shock to Americans during the summer of 2008, citizens in other countries have been paying at least that much for years. Across Europe, high fuel taxes equate to gasoline prices regularly in the range of $8 per gallon. In the United States, where the average gas tax in July 2008 was $0.49 per gallon, lower prices have encouraged a range of habits that have simply exacerbated（使加剧）gasoline consumption.

While Europeans were gravitating toward smaller, more efficient cars to save money at the pump, their American counterparts were ogling gargantuan SUVs. Stemming from consumer demand as well as government requirements to reduce carbon dioxide emissions and make cars more efficient, the average vehicle in Europe gets more than 32 miles per gallon. In the United States, though, a similar-size car doesn't even manage 22 mpg (35 kpg). Why the discrepancy? Perhaps because fuel efficiency standards in the United States were largely ignored from 1985 to 2005. If those standards had instead been raised as little as 0.4 miles per year, the United States could possibly have saved about 3.3 million barrels of oil a day.

The demand for fuel efficiency in Europe also creates a better market for diesel cars, further lessening the area's reliance on gas. Only 4 percent of the cars in the United States run on diesel; in Europe the percentage is 10 times higher. Again, Americans can lay some of the blame for that on their government, which discourages the more fuel-efficient diesel cars by taxing this fuel more heavily.

The United States' appetite for gasoline can't solely be attributed to the large number of inefficient cars on the road. As you learned on the previous page, those cars drive an awful lot of miles—an awful lot being 7 billion miles every day. Part of that long commute can be traced to personal choice—with access to historically low gas prices, Americans saw no need to live near the city center to save energy like people in some other countries do. Instead, they packed up and headed out to the suburbs.

The other side of that coin is the government's inability to fund public transportation projects adequately. Whereas new highway construction receives an ample 80 percent of federal funding, new public transportation projects receive just 50 percent. In 2009, the proposed U.S. budget would cut $202 million from transit spending and transfer $3.2 billion from funds dedicated to transit. These cuts come despite an estimate from the Treasury Department that the Highway Trust Fund and the Mass Transit Account will both face massive deficits in 2009 and 2010 respectively.

Meanwhile, the governments of other nations throughout Europe and Japan and China have avidly supported transportation alternatives like high-speed rail. Better public transportation options combined with more compact cities equals less gasoline consumption. In Paris, people complete almost half of their trips without cars; in the United States, that number is closer to 20 percent.


Kick the Gasoline Habit


Americans have made several attempts to kick the gasoline habit cold turkey, but every time, their thirst for fuel wins out. The country's gasoline consumption abated during recessions in 1975, 1980 and 1990, only to resume an aggressive climb once the economy improved. However, many experts now believe the most recent decline in consumption—the largest sustained drop in 16 years—could be here to stay.

Due to record high gasoline prices in the summer of 2008, Americans made big changes to cut back their fuel consumption. They drove 9.6 billion miles less in May than compared with the year before, and their gasoline consumption in July 2008 was 3.6 percent lower than last year's level.

If high gasoline prices were the only player in this game, those gains would probably follow the trend of past successes and simply rebound. This time, though, the high gas prices were compounded by a weak housing market and an even weaker economy, where prices for all consumer goods were up 4.3 percent from a year before—a 16-year high. According to the Energy Information Administration, every 1 percent decrease in personal income leads to a 0.5 percent reduction in gasoline consumption.

The double whammy（致命打击）of high gas prices and a weak consumer market seems to have forced Americans to do more than just scale back their driving. Americans appear to have made changes that will have a lasting impact even if fuel prices drop back down. They've started buying smaller, more fuel-efficient cars, and they've traded their houses out in the suburbs for homes more convenient to where they work. The government has even gotten on board to some degree by enforcing more rigorous fuel-efficiency standards and offering subsidies on some hybrid vehicles. In January 2008, sales of large cars were down 26.5 percent from last year, while small-car and crossover vehicle sales were up 6.5 percent and 15.1 percent, respectively.

Although most Americans would probably agree that coping with high gas prices hasn't been pleasant, perhaps it has at least given the atmosphere somewhat of a reprieve. U.S. transportation accounts for an entire third of its CO2 emissions and produces more of these emissions than any other nation. While regular smog alerts and threats of global warming fail to generate much action, $4 per gallon at the pumps seems to do the trick. If the rest of the world has learned anything from watching the United States cope with its ballooning gas prices, it's that to get its stubborn citizens to change, one may have to resort to the old adage of “no pains, no gains.”

1. Among a variety of products made from petroleum, which is Americans' favorite?

A. Medication.

B. Lipstick.

C. Lubricant.

D. Gasoline.

2. According to the passage, what contributed to American affinity for gasoline?

A. A serial of government policies.

B. Bad driving habits.

C. The official criteria.

D. An addiction.

3. In countries like Demark, _____ are imposed on cars so as to reduce driving.

A. few roadblocks

B. low fuel taxes

C. high purchase taxes

D. cheap fill-up stations

4. According to the passage, in 2004 Portugal consumed not more than _____ barrels of gasoline a day.

A. 77,300

B. 1,000

C. 45,000

D. 75,500

5. If fuel efficiency standards had been raised a bit, America could possibly _____.

A. have increased carbon dioxide emissions

B. have saved 3.3 million barrels of oil a day

C. have made cars more efficient

D. have created diesel cars

6. According to the passage, the American government should be blamed for its inability to _____.

A. cut enough funds from transit spending

B. provide enough funds for public transportation projects

C. provide enough funds for new highway construction

D. transfer funds dedicated to transit

7. In other countries, the governments greatly support _____ as an alternative of transportation.

A. high-speed rail

B. gasoline consumption

C. highway construction

D. trips without cars

8. As a result of high gasoline prices in 2008, Americans took great measures to cut back _____.

9. It seems that the impact of high gas prices and _____ has forced Americans to reduce their driving.

10. American transportation takes up a third of _____.

Passage Nine

Words: 1,035


10 Skills You Need to Succeed at Almost Anything


What does it take to succeed? A positive attitude? Well, sure, but that's hardly enough. The Law of Attraction? The Secret? These ideas might act as spurs to action, but without the action itself, they don't do much.

Success, however, it's defined, takes action, and taking good and appropriate action takes skills. Some of these skills(not enough, though) are taught in school(not well enough, either), others are taught on the job, and still others we learn from general life experience.

Below is a list of general skills that will help anyone get ahead in practically any field, from running a company to running a gardening club. Of course, there are skills specific to each field as well—but my concern here is with the skills that translate across disciplines, the ones that can be learned by anyone in any position.


1. Public Speaking


The ability to speak clearly, persuasively, and forcefully in front of an audience—whether an audience of one or of thousands—is one of the most important skills anyone can develop. People who are effective speakers come across as more comfortable with themselves, more confident, and more attractive to be around. Being able to speak effectively means you can sell anything—products, of course, but also ideas, ideologies, worldview, and yourself—which means more opportunities for career advancement, bigger clients, or business funding.


2. Writing


Writing well offers many of the same advantages that speaking well offers: good writers are better at selling products, ideas, and themselves than poor writers. Learning to write well involves not just mastery of grammar but the development of the ability to organize one's thoughts into a coherent form and target it to an audience in the most effective way possible. Given the huge amount of text generated by almost every transaction—from court briefs and legislation running into the thousands of pages to those foot-long receipts you get when you buy gum these days—a person who is a master of the written word can expect doors to open in just about every field.


3. Self-management


If success depends on effective action, effective action depends on the ability to focus your attention where it is needed most, when it is needed most. Strong organizational skills, effective productivity habits, and a strong sense of discipline are needed to keep yourself on track.


4. Networking


Networking is not only for finding jobs or clients. In an economy dominated by ideas and innovation, networking creates the channel through which ideas flow and in which new ideas are created. A large network, carefully cultivated, ties one into not just a body of people but a body of relationships, and those relationships are more than just the sum of their parts. The interactions those relationships make possible give rise to innovation and creativity—and provide the support to nurture new ideas until they can be realized.


5. Critical Thinking


We are exposed to hundreds, if not thousands, of times more information on a daily basis than our great-grandparents were. Being able to evaluate that information, sort the potentially valuable from the trivial, analyze its relevance and meaning, and relate it to other information is crucial—and woefully under-taught. Good critical thinking skills immediately distinguish you from the mass of people these days.


6. Decision-Making


The bridge that leads from analysis to action is effective decision-making—knowing what to do based on the information available. While not being critical can be dangerous, so too can over-analyzing, or waiting for more information before making a decision. Being able to take in the scene and respond quickly and effectively is what separates the doers from the wannabes.


7. Math


You don't have to be able to integrate polynomials（多项式）to be successful. However, the ability to quickly work with figures in your head, to make rough but fairly accurate estimates, and to understand things like compound interest and basic statistics gives you a big lead on most people. All of these skills will help you to analyze data more effectively—and more quickly—and to make better decisions based on it.


8. Research


Nobody can be expected to know everything, or even a tiny fraction of everything. Even within your field, chances are there's far more that you don't know than you do know. You don't have to know everything—but you should be able to quickly and painlessly find out what you need to know. That means learning to use the Internet effectively, learning to use a library, learning to read productively, and learning how to leverage your network of contacts—and what kinds of research are going to work best in any given situation.


9. Relaxation


Stress will not only kill you, it leads to poor decision-making, poor thinking, and poor socialization. So be failing to relax, you knock out at least three of the skills in this list—and really more. Plus, working yourself to death in order to keep up, and not having any time to enjoy the fruits of your work, isn't really “success”. It's obsession. Being able to face even the most pressing crises with your wits about you and in the most productive way is possibly the most important thing on this list.


10. Basic Accounting


It is a simple fact in our society that money is necessary. Even the simple pleasures in life, like hugging your child, ultimately need money—or you're not going to survive to hug for very long. Knowing how to track and record your expenses and income is important just to survive, let alone to thrive. But more than that, the principles of accounting apply more widely to things like tracking the time you spend on a project or determining whether the value of an action outweighs the costs in money, time, and effort. It's a shame that basic accounting isn't a required part of the core K-12 curriculum.

1. According to the author, what is the most important to be successful?

A. A positive attitude.

B. The Law of Attraction.

C. The Secret.

D. Taking action.

2. Some skills of taking proper action _____.

A. can be learned well enough in school

B. can be learned from our life experience

C. can only be learned on the job

D. can only be learned in some specific field

3. One of the most essential skills that everyone can develop is _____.

A. the ability to be effective

B. the ability to be confident

C. the ability to be well-spoken

D. the ability to be attractive

4. To take effective action, one should develop the ability to _____.

A. have a strong sense of discipline

B. acquire strong organizational skills

C. form effective productivity habits

D. focus attention where and when it is needed most

5. Nowadays, _____ can make you stand out from the mass of people.

A. good critical thinking skills

B. good analysis skills

C. skills of evaluating information

D. skills of sorting information

6. _____ is the bridge connecting analysis and action.

A. Responding quickly and effectively

B. Being critical

C. Knowing what to do

D. Making effective decisions

7. Even within your field, it is very possible that _____.

A. you know everything

B. there is something you don't know yet

C. you must find out what you need to know

D. you need to know everything

8. If you _____, you will knock out at least three of skills that will help you get ahead in your field.

9. Working too hard and never spending any time in enjoying the fruits of your work is in fact a kind of _____.

10. According to the author, it is a pity that _____ isn't considered important in K-12 curriculum.

Passage Ten

Words: 1,169


Seven Financial Tips from the Great Depression


Having lived through the Depression, our grandparents and great-grandparents formed a lack of trust in banks and turned to burying cash in the backyard or hiding it under the mattress. Our current economic downturn doesn't yet call for such drastic measures but there are things we can learn from those who went through this challenging era and prospered.


Food: Grow a Garden


Growing at least some of your own food can save a lot of money, and provide the satisfaction that comes from eating local, really local. Consider starting a community garden such as the Depression-era community relief gardens, or the World War II Victory Gardens, searching step-by-step instructions on the Internet, and applying those ideas to any project that you can implement on someone's vacant lot (with permission).


Entertainment: Enjoying the Simple Things


Not everything about the Depression was actually depressing. In hard times, we can sometimes find a lot of pleasure in remembering to enjoy the simple things in life. During the 1930s, games like Monopoly became popular because they gave people hope and allowed them to dream of a better life. Remember some of the board games from your childhood, and plan a low-tech outing with friends and family. It will also help you remember that you don't absolutely need every single gadget（小玩意）that hits the store shelves, and on top of that it will be a bit cheaper than spending the day at Disneyland.


Transportation: How Many SUVs Does Your Family Need?


Hitchhiking（搭乘）was prevalent in the Great Depression, and this is one area that can at least offer some creativity, although Mint absolutely does not recommend that you sell your car and get to work each day by holding up a thumb next to the freeway, nor should you become a hobohemian（流浪汉）and hop trains to get around. However, since owning a car is more of a luxury than a necessity, we can learn from the community aspect and form carpools, walk to the store if it's only a mile away, and if you are lucky enough to have a half-decent public transportation system, Google Maps now shows your time and cost to drive relative to taking a bus or walking. Consider moving closer to where you work and walk or ride a bike instead. Like Dave Ramsey, author of Total Money Makeover, says: “If you are willing to live like no one else now, you can live like no one else later.”Essentially, by defying convention, even for a relatively short amount of time, you can save a hefty sum of money.


Housing: Downsize or Rent a Room


We all have different situations, and this is one of the most pressing issues facing our nation and the world right now. You might be just out of college and trying to make it on your own, or you might be paying for your child's college now, but there are definitely lessons to be learned from the Depression. In some cases, it may be beneficial to sacrifice a bit of privacy in the short-term in order to get back on track（回到正轨）financially. Rent an extra bedroom to a friend, have your child move back home if you are struggling to send him or her rent money every month, or downsize your home. You don't have to necessarily make a gut-wrenching（搜肠刮肚的）decision overnight, but do yourself a favor and at least check out some listings on Craigslist for rentals, or have a real estate agent e-mail you listings in a cheaper price range. If a great deal pops up that piques your interest, you can at least bat around the idea with your family. If you are single, just go for it!


Jobs/Entrepreneurship: Nothing Left to Lose?


Due to the extensive public works projects in the 1930s, there was at least a bit of relief for the unemployed masses. People simply took any work they could, and often worked 12 hour days. If you are looking for employment, you might consider looking for a position that is slightly below your ideal salary, but that seems to have the most potential for advancement. If you are entrepreneurial, and perhaps have already fallen behind on bills, one positive thing about the current economic climate is that you are starting over at a time when many other people are also faced with starting from scratch（白手起家）financially, and perhaps you may even be in a position where you literally have nothing left to lose, which can be a great time for personal innovation and taking the risk to start in a new industry or implement an idea that's always been in the back of your mind. It's time for boot-strapping（步步为营法）!


Credit: Redefining What You Can Afford and Need


If you have credit available, you might be tempted to use it before the bank cuts the credit line. Don't do it. Going into debt will only hurt you in the long run. Instead, remember the words of your grandmother and heed this simple, age-old advice—“if you can't afford to pay cash, you can't afford it”.


Money Management/Budgeting: Simplify Your System


When you simply have no money, it is easy to keep spending under control because it is impossible to spend. In many cases, one spouse saved money in the cupboard and even hid it from the other spouse. There is a good trick to be found here that requires a lot of discipline. If, for example, you are getting hit with overdraft（透支）fees, you need to establish a barrier that you absolutely will not dip below (even if it means paying a bill late). Take the cue from the 1930s and use cash rather than debit for your petty purchases, especially when you are close to zero in your account. This will help avoid paying $36 for that pack of gum if an unexpected payment goes through your account and causes an overdraft fee.

For our grandparents and great-grandparents who lived through the 1930s, many months surely consisted of living in survival mode, and there were much fewer recurring expenses and bills to be paid, so it was possible in a lot of cases to keep track of spending without even necessarily writing it down. Today, we have several types of accounts, in many cases at different institutions, with new types of debt and monthly payments to keep track of, so take a look at Mint's free software today and start tracking your spending automatically to find areas where you can save money.

1. Growing food in a community garden can save money and _____.

A. enrich our life

B. provide a satisfaction of enjoying the local food

C. practice some basic ideas

D. make big profits as well

2. Why did people like to play the game Monopoly during the 1930s?

A. Because it was a low-tech game.

B. Because it gave hopes to people.

C. Because it was complicated.

D. Because it reminded people of their childhood.

3. During the Great Depression, _____ was a very popular way of transportation.

A. hobohemian

B. carpool

C. hitchhiking

D. walking

4. According to the author, by defying convention, we can _____.

A. save a lot of time

B. save a lot of money

C. ride a bike to office

D. move closer to office

5. One lesson to be learned from the Depression is that _____ can help us get back on track financially.

A. giving up a little privacy

B. checking out some listings for rentals

C. getting e-mails from a real estate agent

D. stopping paying for college fee

6. What is the author's advice on those who are looking for a job?

A. They should work 12 hours a day.

B. They should take a job with lower salary but more potential.

C. They should take any work they could find.

D. They should take part in public works projects.

7. To avoid going into debt, you should _____.

A. throw your credit card away

B. use credit before the bank cuts the credit line

C. reconsider what you can afford and need

D. pay cash for everything

8. It is better to _____ that you will not dip below while you are facing the problem of overdraft fees.

9. Comparing with those who lived through the 1930s, today we have new types of debt and _____ to keep track of.

10. The purpose of this passage is to provide financial tips for us in _____.


答案解析：


Passage One


文章精要：


地震危害巨大，了解地震对减少其带来的损失有着重要意义。本文讲解了引发地震的因素、与地震有关的地壳板块运动和地震的危害，并指出尽管人类还无法准确预测地震，但一些必要的防御措施能够减少地震带来的损失。


答案解析：


1. B　根据题干中的信息词Scientists had unsubstantiated guesses和up until relatively recently定位到原文第二段首句，可知直到最近，科学家对引发地震的原因也只停留在无确实根据的猜测上，故本题选B。

2. D　题干问的是地震是什么，即对地震的定义，根据原文第一个小标题下的首句，可知地震是穿行于地壳的震动，故本题选D。

3. D　根据题干中的信息词The majority of和naturally-occurring earthquakes定位到原文第一个小标题下的第二段，可知大部分自然发生的地震都是由地球板块运动引起的，而并不是由火山爆发等其他因素引起的，故本题选D。

4. C　根据题干中的信息词earthquakes occur every day和United States Geological Survey定位到原文第一个小标题下的第三段，可知根据美国地质局的监测，每年会发生超过300万次的地震，也就是每天大约8000次，每秒钟大约11次，故本题选C。

5. A　根据题干中的信息词Scientists proposed和the idea of plate tectonics定位到原文第二个小标题下的第一段第二句，可知科学家提出板块建筑学的观点来解释地球上许多奇特的现象，故本题选A。

6. B　根据题干中的信息词The surface layer of the earth和lithosphere定位到原文第二个小标题下的第二段首句，可知地球的表层，即岩石圈，是由许多在润滑的软流圈上滑动的板块构成的，故本题选B。

7. D　根据题干中的信息词if two plates和moving apart定位到原文第二个小标题下的第二段第一点的第二句，可知如果两个板块向脱离彼此的方向运动，热的、溶化的岩石就会流向岩石圈的下面，故本题选D。

8. push toward each other/push together。根据题干中的信息词convergent plate boundaries定位到原文第二个小标题下第二点的最后，可知板块相互推挤的边界被称为聚合板块边界，由此可得答案。该点开始提到板块可以推挤到一起，指的就是板块相互推挤，故此处还可填push together。

9. educating the public。根据题干中的信息词major advances和past 50 years定位到原文最后一个小标题下的第二段，可知过去50年间主要的进步在于防御，下一段又提到防御的另一组成部分就是教育公众。

10. life and property。根据题干中的信息词improvements in prediction and preparedness定位到原文最后一段的首句，可知今后预测和防御的进步将进一步将与地震相关的人员和财产损失降低到最小的程度，由此可得答案。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章主要介绍什么是臭氧。包括臭氧污染的形成、危害，以及臭氧有利的一面。文章还具体介绍了如何自己手工制作检测仪；然后避免暴露在臭氧底下；如何预防和减少臭氧污染以及臭氧有利的一方面。


答案解析：


1. B　根据题干中的信息词Ozone can not be used as定位到第一个小标题下的第三段第三句。原文提到臭氧可以用作a bleach漂白剂（选项A），a deodorizing agent除臭剂（选项C），a sterilization agent杀菌药（选项D），但未提到可以被用作氧化剂（a oxidizer），故选B。

2. C　根据题干中的信息词High levels of ozone和dissipating定位到第一个小标题下的第五段末句。题目问的是大量臭氧在什么时候消散，原文提到大量的臭氧通常在温度较高的午后和傍晚形成，在较冷的夜间消散，故选C。

3. B　根据题干中的信息词needed to make ozone test strips定位到第二个小标题下的第一段第二句可知：为了进行臭氧试验，你需要corn starch玉米淀粉（选项A），filter paper过滤纸（选项C），potassium iodide碘化钾（选项D），未提到需要咖啡，故选B。

4. D　根据题干中的信息词your body is affected most from ozone定位到第三个小标题下的首句。题干问的是身体的哪一部分受臭氧的影响最大，原文提到：当你吸入臭氧时，它会经过整个呼吸道，由此可以推断臭氧影响的主要是人体的呼吸道（respiratory tract），故选D。

5. C　根据题干中的信息词To protect yourself from ozone exposure定位到第四个小标题下的首句。题干问的是为了使你自己不暴露在臭氧下，应该注意什么，原文提到：为避免暴露在臭氧下，人们应该注意每天所在区域的空气质量指数，故选C。

6. A　根据题干中的信息词To reduce your exposure to ozone定位到第四个小标题下的末句。题干问的是为了减少在臭氧中的暴露，你应当避免在什么时间锻炼；原文提到：为了减少在臭氧中的暴露，应当避免在夏天的午后和傍晚锻炼，故选A。

7. B　根据题干信息词a way that helps to decrease ozone pollution定位到第五个小标题下的首段。原文提到：减少臭氧污染有几种方法，选项中的A、C、D都在其中提到，只有选项B“骑自行车、减暗灯的亮度和少洗淋浴”没有提到，故选B。

8. fall。根据题干中的信息词continued conservation和reduction practices定位到第五个小标题下的末段首句。题干的表述与原文相同，故答案为fall。

9. prevents it from reaching us。根据题干中的信息词absorbs UV radiation定位到第六个小标题下的第二段末句。题干问的是当臭氧在同温层时，它是很有益的，因为它能吸收紫外线辐射并且_____；原文提到这种臭氧（在同温层中的臭氧）非常有益，因为它能吸收紫外线辐射并防止其照射到我们，故答案为prevents it from reaching us。

10. lots of ozone at ground level。根据题干中的信息词Chemicals in car exhaust定位到第六个小标题下的倒数第一段第五句。原文提到：汽车尾气及工业废气中的化学物质与光反应会在地表产生许多臭氧，故答案为lots of ozone at ground level。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章指出，目前美国大学在录取新生时，仍然比较看重分数。在一些学校里由于奖学金政策的执行，学生的分数迅速攀升。考试的拥护者指出，考试有必要存在，因为它给学生提供了展示自我的平台，而这也无疑会给学生带来巨大的压力。


答案解析：


1. D　根据题干中的信息Josh Zalasky定位到原文第一段首句，可知Zalasky应该是那种几乎不必担心申请上大学的学生，故本题选D。

2. B　根据题干中的信息词Zalasky、nervous about和his prospects定位到原文第二段，可知Zalasky担心自己的前途，原因在于他的分数；下一段首句提到，他的成绩并不差，只是他的许多同学成绩太好了，故本题选B。

3. A　根据题干中的信息词getting harder and harder和for colleges to use grades定位到第一个小标题下的第一段，可知用分数作为申请者的衡量标准对大学来说越来越难了，故本题选A。

4. C　根据题干中的信息词University of California, Los Angeles和had GPAs of 4.0 or above定位到原文第一个小标题下的第二段末句，根据计算可知大约1/2的新生年级平均成绩在4学分以上，故本题选C。

5. D　根据题干中的信息词A national survey和reliance on test scores定位到原文第一个小标题下的倒数第二段末句，可知一份国家调查显示，在录取新生时对考试分数的整体依赖性要高于10年前，故本题选D。

6. B　根据题干中的信息词According to a federal study和from 2.68 to 2.94 between 1990 and 2000定位到原文第二个小标题下的第二段首句，可知一项联邦调查显示：中学的年级平均成绩在1990年到2000年间从2.68涨到了2.94，故本题选B。

7. B　根据题干中的信息词Georgia和taking a range of steps to tighten eligibility定位到原文第二个小标题下第七段的末句，可知在乔治亚州开始为高中平均成绩点数为3.0的学生提供希望奖学金后，高中学生的成绩就开始提高，但该奖学金要求学生在大学期间也要保持3.0的平均成绩点数，次年，乔治亚州又采取了一些措施，包括自己计算年级平均成绩而不是依赖学校，对荣誉班级不再给额外的年级平均成绩，故本题选B。

8. anything less than perfect。根据题干中的信息词overcome failure and challenge定位到原文第二个小标题下的倒数第二段，可知相比那些完美得像机器人一样的学生，与哈弗福德大学相似的大学通常对那些克服失败并迎接过挑战的学生更感兴趣，由此可得答案。

9. the bar。根据题干中的信息词master the material和clear定位到原文第三个小标题下的第四段，可知无论教师怎样为学生在考试中得到A而设置障碍，学生都能将障碍清除，由此可知，学生为了在考试中得到A，就会尽力掌握学习的资料来清除教师设置的障碍。

10. failures。根据题干中的信息词pressure和get straight A's定位到原文倒数第二段，Zalasky表示，学校的想法是，如果你没得到全A的成绩，你就没有做好，他们每天都承受着巨大的压力去得到全A的成绩，就像所有学生都做的那样；原文最后提到，Hicks将Zalasky所在学校的情况和纽约洋基队的情况做了比较，如果他们不能胜利，那么他们就失败了，即，对于学生来说，不能得到A就等于失败，由此可得答案。

Passage Four


文章精要：


糖类食品无处不在，影响了人们的健康。作者建议人们做到以下三个步骤，以保证健康的生活：第一，真正了解糖对人体的危害；第二，完全地控制自己吃糖的欲望；第三，做到健康饮食，远离糖类食品。


答案解析：


1. B　由题干中的sugar和in fact定位到原文首段末句。文章指出，很多人在需要糖的时候把它们当作朋友，但事实上，糖是披着“好朋友”外衣的最糟糕的敌人，B项中的hidden与原文中的in disguise相对应，故选B。

2. C　根据题干信息词can't help定位到第一个小标题下的首句。文章指出，大多数人都知道不应该吃糖，但是他们忍不住，在作者看来，他们是缺乏对糖的害处的真正认识。C项中的unaware of its danger是对原文lack of true awareness of what sugar does to oneself 的同义转述，故选C。

3. A　根据题干信息词blood sugar levels可定位到第一个小标题下第1条第三句。文章提到，我们吃下的糖很快会进入血液中，导致体内的血糖水平达到峰值，而进行剧烈运动可以降低这个峰值。A项中的intense activities与文中的high activity同义，故A项正确。

4. D　根据题干信息词insulin和high定位到第一个小标题下第1条的倒数第二句。文章指出，当血液中胰岛素的含量很高时，脂肪细胞就会停止将储存的脂肪释放到血液中消耗掉，D项符合文意，为正确答案。

5. B　根据题干信息词high sugar meals定位到第一个小标题下第2条的第二句话。文章提到，作者认为大多数人在吃过含糖量高的食物后，都经历过情绪波动，或者能量或高或低，故选B。

6. A　根据题干信息词diets和children可定位到第一个小标题下第2条的末句。文章指出，事实上有许多研究表明，去掉儿童饮食中的糖分，增加脂肪摄入，可以增强他们的注意力，故A正确。

7. D　根据题干信息词get older可定位到第一个小标题下的第3条。文章提到，所谓老化就是身体的衰退速度比其自身的修复速度快，随着我们年龄的增长，老化一直在进行着。选项D正是对原文的同义转述，故正确。

8. your own personal power of choice。根据题干信息词give up可以定位到第二个小标题下第二段的首句。文章提到，许多人忍不住吃糖，把这称之为上瘾，其实这就是以另一种方式放弃了个人的选择权。可以理解成你不能控制自己的选择，被欲望控制了，故得答案your own personal power of choice。

9. hidden sources of sugars。根据题干信息词remove可定位到第三个小标题下第三段的首句。文中提到，我们不要去关注过去发生了什么，或者将来要发生什么，更重要的是我们要把握现在，做出正确的选择，保持健康的生活。首先选择吃绿色天然食品；第二要找到食物中隐藏的糖，将它们除掉。故得答案hidden sources of sugars。

10. cut sugar。通读全文可知，本文主要介绍了减少糖分摄入量以保持身体健康的三个步骤，故得答案cut sugar。

Passage Five


文章精要：


本文的作者给要在黑色星期五购物的人们提出了八条建议，帮助人们更容易买到物美价廉的商品。（注：“黑色星期五”是美国感恩节后第一天，标志传统圣诞节购物季的开始。）


答案解析：


1. B　由题干中的the sales papers定位到第一个小标题下。文章指出，作者在浏览促销广告单之前，会先列一个购物清单，但她会根据促销商品的情况来调整购物清单的内容。故本题选B。

2. A　由题干信息词at the local store定位到第二个小标题下的最后一句。该段讲到，有些商店开通网上服务，可以先在网上订货，物价和黑色星期五那天的一样，然后到你附近的实体店提货，故A正确。

3. C　根据题干信息词mother可定位到文章第三个小标题下的第四句。文章提到，我妈妈和妹妹都是购物狂，她们喜欢搭伴购物，但嫌我太慢，让我自己去，故C正确。

4. A　根据题干信息词bring和ads定位到第四个小标题下的前两句。文章谈到，如果你去购物，最好随身携带着那些广告，因为有时打折商品与宣传单上的促销信息不一致，故选A。

5. D　根据题干信息词discounted items可定位到第四个小标题。文章指出，如果你指望网站上的广告，你可能很难买到物美价廉的商品，最好将广告打印出来，这样也许能说服售货员把东西按广告上的价格卖给你，但这种方法并不能保证让你买到便宜的商品，故选D。

6. B　根据题干信息词short return policy可定位到第五个小标题下的第二句。文章提到，退换政策越来越严格了，尤其是一些退换期比较短的商品，商家可能还要收取再度库存费，故本题选B。

7. C　根据题干信息词credit card和refund可定位到第六个小标题下的第三句。文章提到，在黑色星期五购物时用信用卡付款有一定的好处，那就是很多信用卡提供长达90天的退款期，故本题选C。

8. the small sales。由题干信息词hassle定位到第七个小标题下第三句。文章提到，如果你想在黑色星期五买到合适的高清电视的话，那你可能不走运了，因为在那一天很少能看到像电子产品这样的大型商品的促销活动，商店不可能不顾其他大量顾客，而为了那么一丁点儿销售额派专门的销售人员来做大量的宣传，故得答案the small sales。

9. saving money。根据题干信息词skipping可定位到第八个小标题下第一句。文中提到，如果你没有买到称心的东西，也不要烦恼，就当你在省钱了，故得答案saving money。

10. shopping tips。本题考查全文主旨。根据题干信息词Black Friday可定位到首段最后一句。文章指出，为了帮助人们在黑色星期五那天更理智地购买物超所值的东西，作者与大家分享了一些购物注意事项，故答案为shopping tips。

Passage Six


文章精要：


Jill Price的记忆力非常好，殊不知在别人艳羡的背后，她经受着痛苦的折磨。科学家McGangh对她的情况进行了研究，至今仍无定论。


答案解析：


1. B　根据题干信息词thin smile定位到第三段末句。文章提到，当人们都夸赞Price的非凡记忆力时，她总是撇嘴一笑。她说记性好也使她很烦恼，即记性好给她带来了很多麻烦，故选B。

2. D　根据题干信息词depressed和going crazy定位到第五段末句。文章提到，由于一些不愉快的记忆一直纠缠她，她变得越来越压抑，害怕自己会疯掉。所以这些不好的记忆是在折磨她，故D正确。hound意为“追捕，追逐”，常指被坏的事物纠缠；wrench意为“折磨”。

3. C　根据题干信息词first heard定位到第八段首句。文中提到，当McGaugh听说了Price的故事后表示怀疑，即他认为很不可思议，故选C。skeptical意为“怀疑的”。

4. A　根据题干信息词wrong定位到第十段第二句。文章提到，McGaugh第一次要求Price写下1980年到2003年之间复活节的日期时，她只用了十分钟就写下了24个日期，但错了一个，与正确的日期只差了两天，故选A。

5. B　根据题干信息词study well定位到第十二段首句。文章提到，Price很难记住诗歌或者一连串数字，这可以解释为什么她在学校成绩不突出，故答案为B。选项C的表述过于绝对，因此不能入选。

6. B　根据题干和答案信息词three subjects，abilities，personalities定位到第十三段第四句，答案一目了然，应选B。comparable results意为“结果相当，结果差不多”，而D项中的different results与之不符，故排除。

7. D　根据题干信息词neurobiological定位到倒数第四段首句和第三句。文章指出，从生物学的角度看，记忆是以大脑神经细胞连接的形式储存起来的，如果某段记忆越多地被回想起来，那么相应的连接就越持久，记忆也就越持久，故答案为D。

8. forgetting。根据题干信息词a viable memory定位到倒数第三段末句，此处答案显然应填forgetting。

9. they are tied to emotion。根据题干信息词McGaugh's research，theory定位到倒数第二段末句。文章指出，McGaugh说当记忆与情感联系在一起的时候，记忆就更具体，也更持久，故答案为they are tied to emotion。

10. the most banal and inconsequential。根据题干信息词violated可定位到原文最后一句。文章指出，McGaugh说他的理论不能解释这四位研究对象的情况，因为他们也记住了那些最平凡、最没有规律的事情，故答案为the most banal and inconsequential。

Passage Seven


文章精要：


本文主要介绍的是收音机和电视技术的发展。文章首先介绍收音机和电视对20世纪社会变革的重大影响；然后具体阐述了收音机及其副产品电视的发展历程。


答案解析：


1. C　根据题干中的entertainment coverage将答案锁定在文章首段倒数第三句。文章提到，“体育赛事的实况报道和直播音乐会提高了娱乐报道的覆盖率”，由此可知，娱乐报道的覆盖率是通过体育报道和现场表演来扩大的，故选C。

2. A　根据题干中的Guglielmo Marconi将答案锁定在文章第三段第二句。文章提到，“最主要是因为Guglielmo把无线电波理论带出实验室并应用到实用设备中”，由此可知，Guglielmo是把无线电波理论运用到实用设备中的主要人物，故选A。

3. D　根据题干中的Sir John Ambrose Fleming将答案锁定在文章第四段倒数第三句。文章提到，“1904年，英国的Sir John Ambrose Fleming进一步发明了二极管，它可以使电话接收机探测到电流”，由此可知本题选D。

4. B　根据题干中的restrictions on airwaves将答案锁定在文章第五段首句。文章提到，“无线电的发展受阻于一战期间对无线电波的限制。技术的局限性也是一个问题”，由此可知除了对无线电波的限制外，技术的局限性也阻碍了无线电的发展，故选B。

5. C　根据题干中的In the 1950s将答案锁定在文章第六段末句。文章提到，“20世纪50年代，晶体管的出现完全改变了收音机的尺寸和样式，而且还便于携带”，故选C。

6. A　根据题干中的In 1950将答案锁定在文章第九段倒数第二句。文章提到，“在1950年工程师完善了矩形阴极射线管，并且每台价格降到200美元”，由此可知本题选A。

7. B　根据题干中的Television technology将答案锁定在文章倒数第二段首句。文章提到，“对人类视觉的研究使得工程师发展了电视技术”，也就是说，电视技术是在人类视觉理论基础上发展起来的，故选B。

8. discrete digital signals。根据题干中的conventional television waves将答案锁定在文章最后一段首句。文章提到，“如今，电视技术正经历由传统的电视波向光纤传输的数字信号转变的过程”，由此可知本题答案为discrete digital signals。

9. cable television。根据题干中的bandwidth将答案锁定在文章末句。文章提到，“有线电视的出现和光纤技术的进步也会帮助摆脱现有带宽的限制并且提高图像质量”，由此可知本题答案为cable television。

10. television。文章开头就提到，“收音机和电视是20世纪社会变化的主要动因”，而且纵览全文，文章所谈的都是收音机和电视的发展，题干已给出radio，因此本题答案为television。

Passage Eight


文章精要：


本文主要介绍了美国对汽油的依赖情况。文章首先介绍了汽油对美国的重要性；然后通过和其他亚欧国家的对比，介绍了美国越来越依赖汽油的原因；最后介绍了美国重视汽车给环境带来的影响以及美国人观念的改变。


答案解析：


1. D　根据题干中的a variety of products将答案锁定在文章首段第三句。文章提到，“虽然石油能提炼出各种各样的产品，但是美国人似乎更喜欢汽油”，由此可知在由石油制成的各种产品中，美国人最喜欢汽油，故选D。

2. A　根据题干中的affinity将答案锁定在文章第三段第二句。文章提到，“这种亲密关系（指对石油的依赖）更像是一个由过去几年政府出台的政策刺激而形成的坏习惯”，言外之意也就是政府的政策使美国人对汽油越来越依赖，故选A。文章并未提到“坏习惯使美国人对汽油产生依赖”，故排除B。

3. C　根据题干中的Denmark将答案锁定在第四段首句。文章提到，“与像丹麦这样对汽车征收高额购置税以阻止驾驶的国家相反，美国很少设置路障来阻止他们的高耗油之旅”，由此可知本题选C。

4. C　根据题干中的in 2004将答案锁定在文章第五段第二句。文章提到，“在葡萄牙，1000人中就有773人有汽车，但是在2004年该国每日消耗汽油不到45000桶”，由此可知本题选C。选项B可排除，因为文中所指不是1000桶汽油，而是1000个人。

5. B　根据题干中的fuel efficiency standards将答案锁定在文章第一个小标题下的第二段末句。文章提到，“如果那些标准每年被提高仅0.4英里，美国每天就可能省下330万桶石油”，由此可知本题选B。文章提到，欧洲对燃料效能的需求也为柴油机车创造了更好的市场，故排除D。

6. B　根据题干中的American government...inability将答案锁定在文章第一个小标题下的第五段首句。文章提到，“另一方面是政府未能对公共交通进行适当的投资”，由此可知本题选B。

7. A　根据题干中的alternative of transportation将答案锁定在文章第一个小标题下的末段首句。文章提到，“欧洲国家、日本和中国已经热心地支持高速铁路这样的替代交通方式”，故本题选A。

8. their fuel consumption。根据题干中的high gasoline prices in 2008将答案锁定在文章第二个小标题下的第二段首句。文章提到，“由于2008年夏天石油价格高涨，所以美国人做了许多改变来降低他们的燃料消耗”，故本题答案为their fuel consumption。

9. a weak consumer market。根据题干中的forced Americans将答案锁定在文章第二个小标题下的第四段首句。文章提到，“高昂的汽油价格和疲软的消费市场，这样的双重打击迫使美国人不只是减少了开车”，由此可知本题答案为a weak consumer market。

10. its CO2
 emissions。根据题干中的third将答案锁定在文章末段第二句。文章提到，“在二氧化碳排放总量中，美国交通的排放量占了三分之一”，由此可知本题答案为its CO2
 emissions。

Passage Nine


文章精要：


本文主要介绍的是获取成功所需的十项技能。文章首先指出获得成功最根本的要素是采取行动，而采取恰当的行动是需要技能的，然后具体阐述了在众多领域内通用的获取成功所需的十项技能。


答案解析：


1. D　根据题干信息将答案锁定在文章首段。文章提到，“这些观点（指上面提到的积极态度、吸引力法则和秘诀）可能是行动的刺激因素，但是没有行动本身，它们也不起作用”，由此可知，作者认为成功的最重要因素是采取行动，故答案选D。

2. B　根据题干中的Some skills of taking proper action将答案锁定在文章第二段。文章提到，采取有益且适当的行动需要技巧，而这些技巧分别可在“学校、工作和生活中学习到”，由此可知本题选B。选项A与原文内容相反，C和D的表述片面，都不是正确答案。

3. C　根据题干中的One of the most important skills将答案锁定在文章第一个小标题下的首句。文章提到，“在观众面前进行清晰、有力且有说服力的演讲——无论是在一个人面前还是在数千人面前，这是任何人都可以培养的能力”，由此可知，任何人都可以培养的最重要的一项技能就是演讲能力，故选C。

4. D　根据题干中的effective action将答案锁定在文章第三个小标题下首句。文章提到，“如果成功取决于有效地行动的话，有效地行动就取决于把注意力集中在最需要的地方和时间的能力”，故答案选D。

5. A　根据题干中的the mass of people将答案锁定在文章第五个小标题下的末句。文章提到，“良好的批判性思维技巧会立即帮助你从大多数人中脱颖而出”，由此可知本题选A。

6. D　根据题干中的bridge将答案锁定在文章第六个小标题下的首句。文章提到，“由分析到行动的桥梁是有效的决策”，故答案选D。

7. B　根据题干中的Even within your field将答案锁定在文章第八个小标题下的第二句。文章提到，“即使在你自己的领域内，你不知道的也可能远比你知道的多”，由此可推出在自己的领域里，有些你也可能不知道，故选B。文章还提到，“你并不是非得知道一切，但是你应该能够迅速且轻松地发现你需要知道什么”，故排除A、C和D。

8. are failing to relax。根据题干中的knock out at least three of skills将答案锁定在文章第九个小标题下的第二句。文章提到，“没有放松的话，你至少会失去迈向成功的三项技能”，由此可知本题答案为are failing to relax。

9. obsession。根据题干中的enjoy the fruits of your work将答案锁定在文章标题九下第三、四句。文章提到，“为了不落后而工作累得要死，而且没时间来享受工作成果，这不是真正的‘成功’。这是痴迷”，由此可知本题答案为obsession。

10. basic accounting。根据题干中的K-12 curriculum将答案锁定在文章最后一句话。文章提到，“基础会计学不是K-12课程所必修的部分，这是一件遗憾的事”，由此可知本题答案为basic accounting。

Passage Ten


文章精要：


本文主要介绍了从经济大萧条中学到的应对当前经济低迷的七个技巧。文章首段引出主题：尽管现在经济低迷，但作者并不主张采取措施，而是主张从经历的那些兴衰中学习一些东西；然后从食品、娱乐、交通和住房等七个方面具体阐述了我们可以从经济大萧条中借鉴的技巧。


答案解析：


1. B　根据题干中的growing food将答案锁定在文章第一个小标题下首句。文章提到，“自己种植一些食物至少可以节省许多钱，而且能够给你一种吃本地食物的满足感”，由此可知本题选B。

2. B　根据题干中的during the 1930s将答案锁定在文章第二个小标题下第三句。文章提到，“在20世纪30年代，诸如‘大富翁’这样的游戏很受欢迎，因为它们带给人们希望以及对未来美好生活的向往”，由此可知本题选B。

3. C　根据题干中的Great Depression将答案锁定在文章第三个小标题下首句。文章提到，“在大萧条时期流行搭车……”，故选C。

4. B　根据题干中的by defying convention将答案锁定在文章第三个小标题下末句。文章提到，“实质上，通过挑战惯例，即便是在相对较短的一段时间内你也能省下一大笔钱”，由此可知本题选B。

5. A　根据题干中的get back on track financially将答案锁定在文章第四个小标题下第三句。文章提到，“在一些情况下，为了使经济状况恢复正常，在短期内牺牲一点儿个人隐私是有益的”，由此可知本题选A。

6. B　根据题干中的looking for a job将答案锁定在文章第五个小标题下第三句。文章提到，“如果你在找工作，你可能会考虑找一份薪金略低于理想水平但最有发展潜力的工作”，由此可知，作者建议找工作的人应该找工资比预期稍低但最有发展潜力的工作，故选B。

7. C　根据题干中的going into debt将答案锁定在第六个小标题。文章第六个标题为“重新定义你能付得起的和需要的”，后文提到，“从长远看来，负债只会对你不利。” 而由instead引出了其建议，即为避免陷入债务中，应该重新考虑自己能够负担的以及需要的东西，故选C。

8. establish a barrier。根据题干中的overdraft fees将答案锁定在文章倒数第二段第四句。文章提到，“如果你即将面临透支的问题，就需要建立一个不会透支的屏障”。故此处题干中表建议的It is better to...后需填入“建立屏障”，即establish a barrier。

9. monthly payments。根据题干中的lived through the 1930s将答案锁定在文章末段。文章末段首先从经历了20世纪30年代大萧条的祖父母和曾祖父母的情况说起，接着对比了如今的情况，提到“我们有各种账单、新型的债务以及每月都要缴纳的款项需要记录”，由此可知本题答案为monthly payments。

10. current economic downturn。根据题干，将答案查找范围锁定在文章开头和各个小标题。纵观全文，可以看出文章主要讲述的是如何从经济大萧条中学习，以应对目前的经济低迷。这在文章首段就提到了，由此可知本题答案为current economic downturn。


第三章　篇章问答篇


Directions:
 In this section, there is a short passage with 5 questions or incomplete statements. Read the passage carefully. Then answer the questions or complete the statements in the fewest possible words.



【答案链接】


Passage 1

Tea is the steady companion of the Scottish day, and each hotel, no matter how humble, stocks its rooms with supplies for brew-ups: electric pot for boiling water, ceramic pot for brewing, china cups and small tea-creamers, a great number of teas, honey, fresh milk, and lemons. This is a delight and astonishment, for not only is there no such thing in American hotels, but room service even in respectable ones, when asked for tea with milk, can deliver a plastic jug of tepid water covered by a square of Saran Wrap, and a drinking glass of milk. To request tea in an American office is often to throw the receptionist into a swivet（狂乱）: he or she believes that there is tea somewhere in the corporate foot closet, but where? One prefers not to ask rather than to send this person on a scavenger（清道夫）mission, especially because the tea, if found, is a grim bag-tea like Red Rose.

It is nearing four o'clock in the afternoon, and sure enough, parked just off the road, overlooking the pungent（刺激性的）tidal flats, we come upon a small caravan camper with its aluminum door open to a late-middle-aged Scottish couple, sitting at a folding table, taking tea and biscuits. Passing by, one only has a glimpse: his thick, white socks and heavy black shoes; her plump pear form and print dress; the electric kettle on the table. The archaeologists are puzzled as to why the people of ancient Skara Brae would locate their huts so close to the sea, and have guessed that in fact the settlement was originally located in a protected hollow, that time has eroded the shoreline inland toward the huts. That would make sense. Indeed, when presented at Skara Brae with the lure of a sparkling sea and the howling wind, we ourselves tucked into the hollow of a dune for lunch, eating cheese and apples in the sun with wind skimming our heads, blowing the sand into rippling ridges, flattening the beach grasses. Probably the archaeologists are right, but this utterly typical sense of Scottish domesticity merrily planted at the edge of harsh cliffs, afternoon tea conducted in the wind and cold, suggests another possibility.

1. We learn from the passage that tea plays _____ in Scottish daily life.

2. By saying “often to throw the receptionist into a swivet”(Line 8, Para. 1), the author suggests that in American office tea is _____.

3. According to the archaeologists, where was the original location of the settlement of the people of ancient Skara Brae?

4. While having lunch at Skara Brae, we had to _____ to avoid the howling wind.

5. Another possibility about the settlement of the people of ancient Skara Brae is _____.

Passage 2

Two astronauts face a not-so-merry Christmas after being told to ration their food and hope a cargo ship with extra supplies docks on Dec. 21. The crew aboard the International Space Station (ISS) only has enough supplies to last a month and must wait until the day after Western Christmas for a Russian cargo ship to deliver new supplies, space officials said on Friday.

Russian cosmonaut Salizhan Sharipov and American Leroy Chiao have been asked to cut out calories equal to three cans of Coke from their daily diet—around 10 percent of their daily allowance and an amount that would be little noticed, NASA said.

Russian officials, quoted in the local media, have accused the previous crew of overeating during their one-month mission earlier this year, leaving a deficit of meat and milk and a surplus of juice and confectionery（糖果）.

The Dec. 24 launch of the next Progress is now vital for the crew, stationed in orbit since October. It is due to dock with the ISS on Dec. 21.

NASA officials said their situation was not so different from being cut off on Earth, and their lives were not at risk.

“If you get snowed in, you're going to make do,” said Jim Newman, director of NASA's Human Space Flight Program in Russia, who said the shortage pointed to the need for a better food inventory system rather than greedy astronauts.

“If it launches as planned, they will have a very nice holiday season,” he added.

If they do not receive fresh supplies, the astronauts would have to evacuate the station and return to Earth on the Soyuz capsule that is docked there.

“If the Progress is unable to arrive, there is a plan we can put into place for an orderly and safe return,” said Newman.

Russia has been the sole lifeline to the ISS for almost two years when the United States grounded its shuttle fleet after the fatal Columbia accident.

Russia has often complained of its financial struggle to keep the ISS fully serviced single-handedly. Shuttle flights could resume in May, officials have said, but in the meantime Russia will continue to launch all manned and cargo ships.

1. Cosmonauts aboard the International Space Station were told to _____ to last a month.

2. According to Russian officials, a deficit of meat and milk was due to _____.

3. Jim Newman pointed out that the shortage of food supply should be attributed to _____.

4. What would the astronauts do if they do not receive fresh supplies?

5. What has Russia usually complained of in terms of keeping the ISS fully serviced?

Passage 3

We all hope that the values that are important to each of us are passed along to our children.

Often, however, that hope is challenged by a flood of pop culture messages, peer pressure, and over-scheduled lives that leave little time for good counsel or reflection. It's easy to forget that learning values and character at home is as important as any schoolwork or extracurricular activity.

In the real world of jobs and career, people are judged by two standards: their professional skills and their personal traits. While grade school, high school, and college can teach skills and proficiency, it's up to parents to teach children the attributes that make for success in the real world—diligence, a cooperative attitude, creativity, optimism, assertiveness, and honesty. Schools—particularly colleges—don't focus on these issues. That's the job of the parents, so take the assignment seriously. Send your kids into the world ready to handle not only the tasks of life but also its hurdles, social obstacles, and frustrations with finesse and character.

You really can't start soon enough. After all, children need personal integrity and morals as much as any adult. Bullies will always be around, tasks won't always be assigned fairly, the good guys won't always win, petty concerns will often trump issues of substance, and money won't always be in ample supply. Exposing children to the harsher realities of life isn't cruel; giving them that experience and coaching them through it is part and parcel of raising kids to have courage, resilience（适应力）, and honor.

Do this exercise: write down the 5 to 10 most important messages you want your children to truly understand by the time they enter the real world. Then think through how to teach these crucial lessons. Talking to your kids should be only part of the plan. Letting them witness integrity in action—through your own behavior, by watching documentaries about great people together, or even by visiting a courtroom—is the strongest way to impart the message. By identifying the specific attributes you would like to see in your children, you're more likely to reinforce those characteristics. So make a point of it. After all, if you don't teach your children integrity, who will?

1. According to the passage, an overflow of pop culture messages, peer pressure, etc. is the challenge of _____.

2. People nowadays are usually evaluated by the following two standards: _____.

3. According to the author, what is parents' job to teach children?

4. We learn from the passage that both parents and children need _____.

5. What is the strongest way to impart messages you want your children to truly understand?

Passage 4

Employers are far less likely to employ people with mental illnesses than those with physical ailments（疾病）, a report shows.

Just 20% of those with severe mental health problems have jobs, compared with 65% who have physical problems. The government is launching an initiative urging employers to improve conditions for people with a mental health problem. A spokesman for the Confederation of British Industry said the majority of businesses offered staff support.

It is estimated one in four people will suffer a mental illness at some point in their lives. And even for those with more common types of mental illness, such as depression, only about half are competitively employed. However, up to 90% of people with mental health problems want to work, compared to 52% of disabled people generally.

The voluntary standards, launched to coincide with World Mental Health Day, will also be used by public sector organizations, including local councils, government departments and hospitals. The Disability Discrimination Act
 , which comes into force this December, will require these bodies to end unlawful discrimination and promote equality of opportunity.

Health Minister Rosie Winterton said: “Ignorance and stigma（侮辱）still surround the issue of mental ill-health and when someone does develop a problem, they often do not get the support they need from society to help them recover.”

“We all have a role to play in helping to tackle this issue. Employers can help by raising awareness of mental health issues amongst staff, supporting those affected and combating discrimination against staff and customers.”

“This is good for staff and good for employers, who we know will benefit from reduced staff turnover and sickness absences.” Work and Pensions Minister Lord Hunt said: “Work is important and beneficial to our physical and mental well-being. Because of this, it is essential that we remove the barriers that prevent people starting, returning to, or remaining in work.”

A Confederation of British Industry(CBI) spokesman said: “Three quarters of companies already operate a stress management policy and 34% offer rehabilitation support when staff become ill. But employers, especially small firms, need more support and advice in helping employees with mental ill-health, so we welcome the Department of Health's promise to listen to business' needs and to develop commonsense guidance.”

1. British government urges companies and employers to improve conditions for _____.

2. We learn from the passage that people with mental health problems usually find it difficult to _____.

3. According to Rosie Winterton, why can't people who suffer from mental problems often get the support from society to help them recover?

4. The Disability Discrimination Act
 requires public sector organizations to end unlawful discrimination and _____.

5. According to the passage, what do the employers benefit from in their helping to solve the issue of mental ill-health?

Passage 5

Climate talks between the world's top 20 polluters have ended with an unusual level of agreement on the urgent need to tackle greenhouse gas emissions.

But delegates at the Mexico talks also stressed the massive gap between the politics and science of climate change. Several said they had never known such a positive atmosphere. Nobody doubted the reality of climate science anymore.

The U.K. claimed the talks a success, saying they brought together ministers from developed and developing nations. Politicians from China, India, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa, Indonesia and other growing nations sat alongside G8 members to hear presentations on climate science, economics, technology, business and policy.

Business leaders from the World Economic Forum in Davos expressed a need for strong targets from governments on greenhouse gases. There was a clear message from the International Energy Agency (IEA) and British government-backed economist Sir Nicholas Stern that it was better and cheaper to cut greenhouse gas emissions now than to wait for the climate to change then try to adapt.

The IEA said much could be achieved with existing technology, although far greater investment was needed. The World Bank outlined its framework for investment in clean technology to help developing countries expand energy supplies without having to follow the dirty path of the West.

But bank representatives made it clear that there was no sign of the $20bn. (￡10.1bn.) investment programme heralded by the U.K. Chancellor Gordon Brown. The U.S., which was present at the talks, was objecting to parts of the proposal. The Under-Secretary of State for Global Affairs, Paula Dobriansky, told the BBC that the U.S. was now acting urgently to tackle greenhouse gases—then later admitted that the country's emissions would continue to rise.

Another U.S. delegate agreed that the world would face inevitable sea-level rise because of climate change. But when informally asked if the U.S. opposition to mandatory（强制的）CO2
 cuts had changed in any way in response to a surge in concern over recent science of climate change, the delegate economically replied “no”.

There have been rumours in the U.S. media that the Department of Energy has been in talks with business about mandatory CO2
 caps. But a source here in Monterrey said the White House Council on Environmental Quality (a hard-line group of advisers with close links to the U.S. oil industry) has ruled that out. The U.S. is by no means the only sticking point in climate talks, however.

1. What is the topic of the climate talks between the world's top 20 polluters?

2. In addition to G8 members, delegates from other developed and developing nations also attended the talks to _____ on climate science, economics, etc.

3. According to the passage, IEA and Sir Nicholas Stern suggested it was better to _____ now than to wait for the climate to change.

4. By saying “follow the dirty path of the West”(Line 4, Para. 5), the World Bank held the opinion that western countries _____.

5. According to the message from Monterrey, what is the decision of White House Council on Environmental Quality on mandatory CO2
 caps?

Passage 6

The Pensions Regulator has warned employers not to cook up plans to dump their pension schemes. Companies have been warned they may be breaking the law if they transfer their schemes to new employers without meeting their financial obligations.

The Regulator says it has seen a number of plans to do this without making sure the pension scheme is properly funded. Pension scheme trustees（托管人）have been told to make sure employers do not get away with it. The Regulator's Chief Executive Tony Hobman said, “We are starting to see proposed corporate transactions involving schemes where the primary intent behind the transaction is for the employer to abandon the scheme.”

“We do not consider that abandonment of a scheme by its employers is usually likely to be in the best interests of scheme members,” he added.

He told trustees that they should apply an “extremely high level of scrutiny（详细审查）” if any such plan came their way. What the Regulator is worried about are attempts to transfer a pension scheme to a new, nominal employer which in reality does not have the finances to properly support the pension scheme it is taking on.

If the scheme later runs into trouble the new employer will be in no position to avoid it.

A spokesman for the Regulator said that so far it had seen fewer than five examples of employers who had suggested abandoning their schemes this way. But the fact that such a public warning is being made is a clear indication of the dangers of what might be an emerging trend.

Section 25 of the Pensions Act 1995
 says that if an employer capable of meeting financial obligations wishes to stop running a scheme altogether, then it must pay the cost of transferring it, fully funded, to an insurance company to guarantee that accrued（逐渐增加的）pensions can always be paid.

This would always be extremely expensive, even for a scheme with a surplus, because the insurance company would charge a large amount of money, based on the assumption that the pension scheme's assets would be invested largely in bonds, plus a margin for its own profit on top. However, earlier this year the Regulator gave its blessing to a plan apparently similar to the one which it is now warning against. The Regulator has refused to explain exactly why it took this decision.

1. On the issue of transferring schemes to new employers, what is the consequence if the companies fail to meet their financial obligations?

2. By saying “make sure employers do not get away with it”(Line 3, Para. 2), what does the Pensions Regulator imply?

3. According to Tony Hobman, the employers' abandonment of a scheme is often not considered _____.

4. According to the passage, the Regulator worries that the scheme may later run into trouble if the new employer could not _____.

5. If an employer wants to stop running a scheme wholly, it must pay the cost of transferring it to _____ to make sure accrued pensions can always be paid.

Passage 7

Remember when kids used to just go out and play, and grown-ups spent evenings sharing stories on the front porch? When the outdoors didn't compete with video games, and “stranger danger” wasn't such a grave concern for parents?

At some point, we all seemed to decide that letting children tear down the street on a dirt bike without a helmet didn't seem like such a good idea anymore. That's smart. But we also started to lock the gate and move our fun from the front yard to the backyard (or the TV room). We stopped meeting our neighbors; we became less friendly and more suspicious.

There's nothing more important than protecting your family, but isolation doesn't equal protection. Connecting with your neighbors not only lets you know the personalities that surround you, it also provides you with surprisingly positive and helpful resources in times of need.

So here's your task: make a map of your neighborhood (or better yet, print one out! GoogleMaps can provide an aerial photo of most U.S. neighborhoods and all the houses in it) and “fill it out”. Can you write down the names of the occupants of every household, including children, pets, and parents? See how many you can do, and then take a walk through the neighborhood and meet people. Find out who has children at the same school as yours or which homes have adults who stay at home all day. Learn who is the friendliest and who is lonely and in need of a neighborly hand. You may even discover who has a magic touch at gardening, or a great movie or music collection, or the best “crisis” kitchen (just in case you need a cup of sugar, a splash of olive oil, or a mug of freshly imported darkroast Costa Rican coffee).

If you live in an apartment, do exactly the same. Learn with whom you share a floor or a building. Have a casual mixer or just go door to door and introduce yourself with a smile and a handshake. Sharing the true reason for your visit—that you feel it's important to meet your neighbors and want them to know you as well—should dispel any suspicions.

Whether you live in an urban high-rise, or a suburban tract, or on a rural lane, chances are your neighbors will be thrilled by your friendliness. Perhaps a few dinners will come out of it. Perhaps you'll find a baby-sitter or a way to help a neighbor who is in need. And a year or two later, you may just find that your neighborhood has become a friendlier, more caring place.

1. According to the passage, what happened to people who stopped meeting with their neighbors?

2. According to the author, some people used to consider that _____ is an important way to protect their families.

3. To begin connecting with your neighbors, first you can _____ with the help of GoogleMaps.

4. How to dispel doubts of your neighbors while you are trying to get acquainted with them?

5. No matter where you live, there are possibilities that your neighbors are amazed by _____.

Passage 8

In America alone, tipping is now a $11 billion-a-year industry. Consumers acting rationally ought not to pay more than they have to for a given service. Tips should not exist. So why do they? The conventional wisdom is that tips both reward the efforts of good service and reduce uncomfortable feelings of inequality. The better the service, the bigger the tip.

Such explanations no doubt explain the supposed origin of tipping—in the 11th century, boxes in English taverns（酒馆）carried the phrase “To Insure Promptitude” (later just “TIP”). But according to new research from Cornell University, tipping no longer serves any useful function.

The paper analyses data from 2,542 groups dining at 20 different restaurants. The correlation between larger tips and better service was very weak: only a tiny part of the variability in the size of the tip had anything to do with the quality of service. Customers who rated a meal as “excellent” still tipped anywhere between 3% and 32% of the meal price.

Tipping is better explained by culture than by economics. In America, the custom has become institutionalized: it is regarded as part of the accepted cost of a service. In a New York restaurant, failing to tip at least 15% could well mean abuse from the waiter. Hairdressers can expect to get 15~20%, the man who delivers your groceries $2. In Europe, tipping is less common; in many restaurants, casual tipping is being replaced by a standard service charge. In many Asian countries, tipping has never really caught on at all.

How to account for these national differences? Look no further than psychology. According to Michael Lynn, the Cornell paper's co-author, countries in which people are more extrovert（外向的）, sociable or neurotic tend to tip more. Tipping relieves anxiety about being served by strangers. And, says Mr. Lynn, “In America, where people are outgoing and expressive, tipping is about social approval. If you tip badly, people think less of you. Tipping well is a chance to show off.” Icelanders, by contrast, do not usually tip—a measure of their introversion（内向）, no doubt.

While such explanations may be crude, the hard truth seems to be that tipping does not work. It does not benefit the customer. Nor, in the case of restaurants, does it actually encourage the waiter, or help the restaurant manager to monitor and assess his staff. The cry of stingy tippers that service people should “just be paid a decent wage” may actually make economic sense.

1. According to the conventional wisdom, what are the functions of tips?

2. According to the paper analysis, there was little relationship between _____.

3. By saying “the custom has become institutionalized”, the author means that in the United States _____.

4. According to Michael Lynn, which kind of people are more likely to pay more tips?

5. The author believes that tipping in restaurants neither does good to customers nor helps _____.

Passage 9

Mobile office is the mutual product of economic, scientific, and social progress. Mobile office has become a solution that provides users with convenient, prompt, safe, reliable, and reasonably priced communications and office faculty anywhere anytime via the support of mobile interconnection platform(MIP) and its applications systems. Using mobile office and WAP technology, people can do their work anywhere anytime, can send and receive data via terminals such as mobile phone, palm computer, and PDA, and can surf the Internet. Integrating Internet and mobile communications network, and providing powerful applications support capacity for wireless interconnection, mobile interconnection platform is an important network support technology to accomplish mobile office.

When you leave your office to attend meetings or travel on business, what would happen to your business routine? Of course, faxes and e-mails would be still sent to your fax machine or e-mail box, but you cannot read them and make prompt reaction timely. When your clients need you to make some urgent modifications on your work and you are neither in the office nor carrying relevant documents, what can you do? Maybe you have to say “sorry” to the clients. But, your business will be affected, the clients will be unhappy and disappointed because of your delay, and you will lose a lot of business opportunities.

In fact, very frequently, you need to check, reply, distribute, display, modify, or read some materials when you are not in your office. You must get out of this dilemma. The best solution to normally handle your business anywhere anytime and not to disappoint your clients is to let your office “move” with you. With the development of communications technology, network application, and wireless interconnection, mobile office has become simpler and smaller, and even can be realized via one mobile phone with data communications function. Thus, mobile office has already been put into your pocket, and office mobility has been realized.

Mobile office has provided people with convenient, casual working environment, but at the same time it still has some unsatisfactory aspects such as mismatching equipment interface and inadequate battery. Nevertheless, we believe that with technical progress, people can certainly overcome all kinds of difficulties. Mobile office will make your career unimpeded, and will realize the dream of completely free communication.

1. The mobile office and WAP technology enable people to deal with their work without time and space limitation by means of terminals like _____.

2. What is the problem if one leaves his office to attend meetings or take a business trip?

3. According to the passage, what is the best solution not to disappoint your clients by timely handling your business anywhere anytime?

4. Office mobility has been realized by way of one mobile phone _____.

5. According to the author, though mobile office has brought people great convenience, it still has some defects such as _____.

Passage 10

The desire to venture into unexplored “landscape” guides the direction of new genres. With the advent of the Internet, information-based technology has enabled artists to investigate a new art form, a cerebral（大脑的）“medium for creative expression”, web art. Web art surfaced in the mid-1990s to receive, almost immediately, much support and encouragement by museums, foundations and other traditional institutions. Institutions such as the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the Whitney Museum of Art, as well as the Dia Foundation and the Walker Art Center have openly accepted this new genre of art through purchasing web art for permanent collections, funding web art projects and creating exhibitions solely comprised of web based media. Even though the fast-developing art medium is in its infancy and the “criteria for artistic evaluation are still being developed”, curators, critics and the art public have not only embraced the web aesthetic but the conceptual elements encoded within as well.

The phenomenon of acceptance and support enjoyed by such an emerging art form can be assertively attributed to our culture in general, but more specifically the underlying ideas manifested over time through postmodernism. Postmodernism gave birth to “conceptual art”, an art practice which suggested that the art had traversed from object to idea, from a tangible thing to a“system of thought”. Technology has created a new reproductive medium, which by its very nature confirms the ideas and canons of postmodernism both aesthetically as well as contextually, even more absolutely than photography. Web art has enabled the artist to interrogate the conventional codes embedded in the materiality of the art and thus transcend traditional stylistic conventions. The movement and ideals of postmodernism systematically dismantled the values created by the formalist establishment. Formal values, which governed art throughout modernism, concerning originality, uniqueness, authenticity, autonomy, transcendence and aesthetic quality, were questioned and thus deconstructed by art theorists who embraced the writings of Roland Barthes, Jacques Derrida and Walter Benjamin.

The format and content of web art concisely encompass the postmodern concept of representation and the ideas of copy vs. original, artist vs. viewer, spatial vs. temporal and visual vs. verbal. The very characteristics of the web medium such as infinite reproducibility, interpretive interactivity, non-physicality, and coded language, contribute to the affirmation of these postmodern concerns. The parallel between postmodern theory and a pure art form that coherently echoes its concepts, manifests the acceptance of web art into the microcosmic art community as well as the larger, info-driven society.

1. According to the passage, “landscape” (Line 1, Para. 1) refers to _____ which is achieved by information-based technology.

2. People in the field of art have accepted both the web aesthetic and _____ of the new-born web art.

3. Conceptual art, which refers to a new art form that transforms object or tangible thing into a conceptual form, is created by _____.

4. According to the passage, what is the function of the movement and ideals of postmodernism?

5. According to the passage, what are the features of web art that help to affirm the postmodern concerns?


答案解析


Passage 1


文章精要：


文章描述了苏格兰人对茶的特殊喜爱，并从考古学的角度简单描述了茶对苏格兰人聚居地的意义。


答案解析：


1. an important role

推断题。通读全文可知，文章主要围绕苏格兰人对茶的特殊喜爱而展开。文章开篇就说了Tea is the steady companion of the Scottish day“茶是苏格兰人日常生活固定的伴侣”，由此可推断，茶在苏格兰人的日常生活中起着重要作用。play an important role in就是“在……中起重要作用”的意思。

2. not readily offered

推断题。根据题目找到...throw the receptionist into a swivet，冒号后部分he or she believes that there is tea somewhere...but where对其进行说明，由此可推断在美国的办公室很少提供茶。


考点归纳


●　throw into意为“使人陷于混乱状态”，如：I throw him into a mess. 我让他变得一团糟。

●　throw over意为“抛弃，拒绝”，如：How could he throw over his best friend? 他怎么能抛弃他最好的朋友呢？

3. In a protected hollow.

细节题。文章的第二段指出考古学家猜测他们（people of ancient Skara Brae）的居住地最初位于一个有保护的洞穴里，即in a protected hollow。

4. tuck into the hollow of a dune

细节题。第二段指出...we ourselves tucked into the hollow of a dune for lunch...，即在Skara Brae吃午饭，我们得藏进沙丘洞里。


考点归纳


●　tuck into意为“藏进”，如：The gangs tucked the drugs into a hole. 那群人把毒品藏到洞里。

●　tuck up意为“折起”，如：Please tuck the chair up. 请把椅子折起来。

5. the typical sense of Scottish domesticity

细节题。由题干中的possibility定位到文章最后一句可知，绝对典型的苏格兰式的生活方式暗示着另外一种可能性。文章最后一句为but连接的并列句，后一个分句的主干是this utterly typical sense of Scottish domesticity suggests another possibility; merrily planted at the edge of harsh cliffs用来修饰Scottish domesticity，其后的“在冷风中享用下午茶”也用来进一步说明Scottish domesticity。

Passage 2


文章精要：


文章讲述了国际空间站上宇航员所面临的困难，尤其是食物短缺的问题。文章指出造成这些问题的原因是之前的宇航员吃得太多，同时指出解决这一问题的最好方法是建立良好的食物存货系统。


答案解析：


1. ration their food

细节题。文章第一段提到两名宇航员将要度过一个不怎么愉快的圣诞节，因为他们被告知要定量分配食物，以便在新的食物供给到来之前能维持一个月的生活所需。本题答案为ration their food“定量配发食物”。

2. overeating of the previous crew

细节题。第三段提到Russian officials...have accused the previous crew of overeating...，因此可知原因在于之前的宇航员吃得太多，从而导致食物短缺。


考点归纳


●　crew意为“全体船员，全体机务人员”，如：a spacecraft that was crewed by a team of eight people 一艘包括八个飞行人员的飞船。

●　staff意为“全体雇员，为特定的企事业工作的人员”，如：the nursing staff of a hospital 医院的护士。

3. the (bad) food inventory system

细节题。文章第六段提到...who said the shortage pointed to the need for a better food inventory system...，即Jim Newman认为食物短缺的原因在于缺乏更好的食物存货系统。所以可填入the (bad) food inventory system。

4. They would have to evacuate the station and return to Earth.

细节题。文章第八段提到the astronauts would have to evacuate the station and return to Earth...，也就是说如果没有收到新鲜的食物供给，宇航员们不得不撤出太空站并返回地球。

5. Its financial struggle.

细节题。文章在最后一段提到，在谈到国际空间站的维护问题上，俄罗斯经常抱怨其财政危机，即its financial struggle。

Passage 3


文章精要：


文章描述了如何培养孩子的价值观的问题。文章主要强调了父母在教育方面的作用以及该如何对孩子进行教育。


答案解析：


1. parents' hope to pass down important values to children

推断题。文章第一段提到We all hope that the values that are important to each of us are passed along to our children，第二段开头承接上段提到that hope is challenged by...，也就是说父母都希望把那些自己非常受用的价值观传承给孩子，但这个愿望却不那么容易实现。回答本题要对原文进行适当的改写。


考点归纳


●　pass away 意为“去世”，如：The patient passed away during the night. 病人在夜间去世了。

●　pass off 意为“终止，停止，发生”，如：The meeting passed off successfully.会议开得很成功。

2. their professional skills and personal traits

细节题。由题干中的two standards定位到文章第三段，作者提到了...people are judged by two standards: their professional skills and their personal traits，即衡量人有两个标准：职业技能和个人特性。

3. The attributes that make for success in the real world.

细节题。文章第三段提到it's up to parents to teach children the attributes that make for success in the real world，即父母的责任是要教给孩子在现实社会中能真正取得成功的品质。

4. personal integrity and morals

细节题。文章第四段提到...children need personal integrity and morals as much as any adult，即儿童和成人一样都需要诚实和道德。

5. Letting them witness integrity in action.

细节题。由题干中的the strongest way定位到文章最后一段，Letting them witness integrity in action—through your own behavior...is the strongest way to impart the message即可得出答案。

Passage 4


文章精要：


文章描述了关于精神疾病患者就业情况的一些现状，如他们就业困难或受到歧视的情况。文章同时提出一些解决方法来提高他们的就业率并让社会接受他们。


答案解析：


1. people with a mental health problem

细节题。文章第二段提到The government...to improve conditions for people with a mental health problem，即政府呼吁公司和雇主改善精神有问题的人群的就业状况。


考点归纳


●　on (one's) own initiative意为“主动地，自己做主地”，如：He gives blood on (his) own initiative. 他主动献血。

2. be employed / have jobs

推断题。文章第二段开头提到只有20%患有严重精神疾病的人有工作，而那些身残的人群中65%的人有工作，由此推断患有精神疾病的人是很难找工作的。另外，本文也是就改善精神疾病患者的就业问题而展开的。

3. Ignorance and stigma still surround the issue.

细节题。文章第五段提到Ignorance and stigma still surround the issue of mental ill-health...they often do not get the support，即对精神疾病问题的忽视和侮辱依然存在，精神疾病患者经常得不到支持，由此可找到答案。


考点归纳


●　at issue指“争议中的，待解决的”，如：Many people fail to grasp what is really at issue here. 很多人都没有领会到这里到底在争论什么。

●　take issue 指“对……持异议”，如：They take issues about this answer. 他们对答案提出了质疑。

4. promote equality of opportunity

细节题。文章第四段提到...require these bodies to end unlawful discrimination and promote equality of opportunity，即要求这些机构停止非法歧视，促进所有人平等就业。

5. Reduced staff turnover and sickness absences.

细节题。从文章第七段This is good for staff and good for employers, who we know will benefit from reduced staff turnover and sickness absences可知，雇主可以从减少员工的流失率和病假中获利。

Passage 5


文章精要：


文章陈述了各国首脑会议中谈论的解决温室效应的问题，与会者提出应尽快解决温室气体排放带来的环境问题。文章最后陈述了美国对此举措的态度。


答案解析：


1. The (urgent) need to tackle greenhouse gas emissions.

细节题。文章第一段提到Climate talks...of agreement on the urgent need to tackle greenhouse gas emissions，即气候会谈就解决温室气体排放问题的迫切性达成一致。

2. hear presentations

细节题。文章第三段提到Politicians from China...sat alongside G8 members to hear presentations on climate science, economics...，即来自中国等发展中国家的政治代表和八国成员一起，听取关于气候科学和经济等的报告。

3. cut greenhouse gas emissions

细节题。文章第四段提到it was better and cheaper to cut greenhouse gas emissions now than to wait for the climate to change then try to adapt，即与等待气候变化后再努力适应相比，现在就开始减少温室气体排放更好，代价更小。

4. used to expand energy supplies by polluting the environment

推断题。文章第五段提到The World Bank...help developing countries expand energy supplies without having to follow the dirty path of the West，即世界银行规划出清洁能源的投资框架，以帮助发展中国家扩大能源供应，且不用走西方国家走过的脏路。由此可推断，世界银行认为西方国家以前的能源开发是以污染环境为代价的。

5. It has ruled out / cancelled the mandatory CO2
 caps.

细节题。文章最后一段提到the White House Council on Environmental Quality...has ruled that out，即白宫环境质量委员会已经将强制法规取消了。mandatory caps指“强制限制政策”，rule out指“排除，取消”。


考点归纳


●　rule out意为“排除，取消”，如：The snowstorm ruled out their weekly meeting. 暴风雪使他们一周一次的会议无法举行。

●　rule over意为“统治，支配”，如：You should rule over him. 你应该制服他。

Passage 6


文章精要：


本文阐述了养老金的移交问题。文章提出目前养老金移交很可能会出现触犯法律的问题，并给出了解决这一问题的相关建议：如果雇主要终止养老金计划，可以将其转交给保险公司以确保后续养老金的如期支付。


答案解析：


1. They may be breaking the law.

细节题。文章第一段提到Companies have been warned they may be breaking the law if they transfer...without meeting their financial obligations，公司被告知，如果没有履行经济职责就转移养老金可能会触犯法律。


考点归纳


●　meet one's obligation指“履行某人的义务”，如：The contractors must meet their obligations. 立约者必须履行义务。

●　meet one's needs指“满足某人的需要”，如：The trainer will design a fitness program to meet your needs. 教练将设计一套健身课程来满足你的需要。

2. Employers should make sure the pension scheme is properly funded.

推断题。文章第二段一开始就提到The Regulator says it has seen a number of plans to do this without making sure the pension scheme is properly funded...make sure employers do not get away with it，即管理局说已经看到很多没有确保养老金得以完全支付就开始实施的计划……确保雇主不会逃避支付，由此可推断，管理局希望雇主支付养老金。

3. to be in the best interests of scheme members

细节题。文章第三段提到We do not consider that abandonment of a scheme by its employers is usually likely to be in the best interests of scheme members，即我们认为雇主放弃养老金计划通常不可能是为了计划受益者的利益。

4. have the finances to support the pension scheme

推断题。由题干中的the Regulator worries和run into trouble定位到文章第四段中部及第五段可知，管理局担心的是如果养老金计划转交至一个新的、名义上的雇主，而这个雇主却没有足够的财力支持养老金计划的实施，以后势必会造成不可避免的问题。

5. an insurance company

细节题。文章第七段提到if an employer...wishes to stop running a scheme altogether... to an insurance company to guarantee...，即如果雇主想完全停止养老金计划，最好将其转交给保险公司以确保后续养老金的如期支付。

Passage 7


文章精要：


文章就当今社会存在的邻里之间缺乏沟通的问题展开讨论，同时也给出了解决这一问题的方法：要敞开心扉，不要时刻怀疑你的邻居，简单的交谈就能帮助人们彼此接近。


答案解析：


1. They became less friendly and more suspicious.

细节题。文章的第二段提到We stopped meeting our neighbors; we became less friendly and more suspicious，即我们开始不接触邻居，我们变得不如以前友好，而且更加多疑。

2. isolation

推断题。文章第三段开头提到没有什么比保护家庭更为重要，但isolation（孤立）不等于保护，由此可推断出一些家庭把isolation作为保护家庭的手段。

3. make a map of your neighborhood

细节题。第三段作者建议connecting with your neighbors，接着第四段开头提到So here's your task: make a map of your neighborhood，即作者的建议是绘制一幅邻里地图。

4. Sharing the true reason for your visit.

细节题。第五段提到Sharing the true reason for your visit...should dispel any suspicions，即告诉邻居你拜访的真正原因是你认为邻里之间相互了解很重要，这样便可以消除他们的猜疑。

5. your friendliness

细节题。文章最后一段讲到，无论你住在城区的高楼、郊区的开阔地还是乡间的小巷里，你的邻居都可能被你的友善感动，说不定还会邀请你去吃晚饭。题干中的possibilities相当于原文的chances，amazed相当于thrilled。

Passage 8


文章精要：


本文从文化、心理等方面分析了小费产生的原因，同时也指出小费的存在并不能够真正地提高服务质量。


答案解析：


1. Rewarding good service and reducing uncomfortable feelings of inequality.

细节题。由文章第一段可知The conventional wisdom is that tips both reward the efforts of good service and reduce uncomfortable feelings of inequality，即约定俗成的看法是给小费既是对良好服务的奖励，也能够减少令人不适的不平等之感。

2. larger tips and better service

细节题。文章第三段提到The correlation between larger tips and better service was very weak，即高额小费和优良服务之间的联系微乎其微。

3. tip is regarded as part of the accepted cost of service

细节题。文章第四段提到the custom has become institutionalized: it is regarded as part of the accepted cost of a service，即这种习惯已经约定俗成了，小费被认为是众所周知的服务成本的一部分。冒号后的内容就是对institutionalized的解释。

4. People who are more extrovert, sociable or neurotic.

细节题。文章第五段提到countries in which people are more extrovert, sociable or neurotic tend to tip more，即在民众性格比较外向、爱好交际或易激动的国家，小费往往给得更多，由此推断，这几类性格的人更容易给小费。

5. the manager to monitor and assess his staff

细节题。文章最后一段提到Nor, in the case of restaurants, does it actually encourage the waiter, or help the restaurant manager to monitor and assess his staff，即在餐馆里，给小费的情况既不能真正地鼓励服务生，也不能帮助经理对员工的工作进行监控和评估。

Passage 9


文章精要：


文章描述了移动办公室的一系列好处，如：方便、处理及时等。在文章的最后一段，作者也提出了移动办公室一些有待解决的问题，如电池电力不足等。


答案解析：


1. mobile phone, palm computer, and PDA

细节题。文章第一段提到...can send and receive data via terminals such as mobile phone, palm computer, and PDA，即人们可以通过手机、掌上电脑以及个人数字助理等终端设备收发数据。PDA是Personal Digital Assistant的缩写，即个人数字助理。

2. He/She cannot read faxes, e-mails and make prompt reaction timely.

细节题。文章第二段开始部分就提出问题：当你离开办公室，忙于参加会议或出差在外时，你的日常工作业务会怎样呢？当然，传真和电子邮件依然会到达你的传真机和电子信箱，但是你却不能及时地看到它们并迅速作出回应，由此可找出答案。

3. Let your office “move” with you.

细节题。文章第三段提到The best solution...to let your office “move” with you，即能够随时随地及时处理工作事务、让客户满意的最好办法就是把办公室“带在身边”。

4. with data communications function

细节题。文章第三段提到mobile office has become simpler and smaller, and even can be realized via one mobile phone with data communications function，即移动办公室变得越来越简便和小巧，人们甚至可以通过具有数据通信功能的手机来实现移动办公。

5. mismatching equipment interface and inadequate battery

细节题。文章最后一段指出...but at the same time it still has some unsatisfactory aspects such as mismatching equipment interface and inadequate battery，也就是说虽然移动办公给人们带来了极大便利，但同时依然存在令人不满意的地方，例如设备接口不匹配、电池电力不足等。

Passage 10


文章精要：


文章描述了网络艺术与后现代主义之间的关系。网络艺术能够迅速地得到大家的认可和支持要归功于后现代主义，因为网络艺术符合后现代主义所倡导的用意念来表达物体的“概念艺术”。同时，网络艺术肯定了后现代主义的一些特性，如：无限重复创造性、互动性等。


答案解析：


1. web art

推断题。由题干关键词landscape定位到文章第一段。第一段提到“探知未知领域的‘风景’促使了一种新的艺术形式的产生”。随后，作者进一步解释，随着网络时代的到来，逐渐产生的新艺术形式就是“网络艺术”。由此可推断，这里landscape所指的新艺术形式就是web art。

2. the conceptual elements

细节题。由题干关键词web aesthetic定位到第一段最后一句话。原句是由not only...but引导的句子“即使这种快速发展的艺术媒体处于初期阶段，‘艺术评价的标准'依然在发展，收藏馆馆长、批评家和艺术大众不仅支持网络美学，而且也支持其中所包含的概念元素”，这说明连词前后的内容都应属于人们能接受的范围，故答案应为the conceptual elements。

3. postmodernism

细节题。由题干关键词conceptual art定位到文章第二段，第二句话明确提到Postmodernism gave birth to “conceptual art”，即“后现代主义促成了‘概念艺术’的产生”，原文中的give birth to相当于题干中的create。由此可知此题的答案应为postmodernism。

4. They dismantled the values created by the formalist establishment.

细节题。根据题干中的the movement and ideals of postmodernism定位到第二段后半部分。原文意为“后现代主义运动和理念系统地拆除了形式主义所建立的价值观”，由此可知这就是后现代主义运动和理念的作用。

5. Infinite reproducibility, interpretive interactivity, non-physicality, and coded language.

细节题。根据题干中的postmodern concerns定位到最后一段。倒数第二句提到，网络媒介的一些特点，如：无限重复创造性、互动性、非物质性以及编码语言，肯定了后现代主义所关注的内容，由此可得出答案。



第二部分

常规阅读


第一章　技巧大点兵

第一节　真题透析

改革后的大学英语六级考试的阅读部分增加了快速阅读理解，在仔细阅读部分新增了篇章词汇理解或短句问答题。在增加这些新题型的同时，还保留了原来的篇章阅读理解题，只不过篇数从四篇变成了两篇。我们把保留的这一题型称为常规阅读。常规阅读理解题是广大考生比较熟悉的一种题型，教育部颁布的《大学英语教学大纲》明确指出，大学英语六级考试中的常规阅读理解部分主要测试下述能力：



	掌握所读材料的主旨大意；

	把握与主旨和大意有关的事实和细节；

	依据事实和细节做出合理推断；

	根据上下文判断词汇、短语、句子的含义。





改革后的常规阅读理解在考点设置、文章选材和题型分配上变化不大。下面是2004~2011年六级阅读真题的题型分布表，我们对真题所选用的文章体裁、题材、词数及题型进行了全面分析，以使考生对这种题型有更加全面和深入的了解。


2004~2011年六级常规阅读理解题型分布表

[image: 090]
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通过分析最近几年六级真题中近36篇常规阅读题，我们将此类题型的命题规律总结如下：


1. 文章特点：
 文章体裁以说明文和议论文为主，而且议论文占多数（在表中列出的36篇文章中议论文占22篇）。文章题材涉及人文、教育、经济、科技、环保等，其中以考生比较熟悉的人文、社会生活类题材为主。文章的平均词数为436，最短380词，最长479词。然而，最近三年六级考试常规阅读的平均词数达到了458词。


2. 考查题型：
 我们把常规阅读理解的题型分为主旨题、细节题、推断题（统计时观点态度题包含在推断题中）和语义题四种。由上表可以看出，细节题和推断题在每套试题中都占有较大比例（分别为43.33%和47.22%），主旨题和语义题的比例较小（分别为5.56%和3.89%）。从题型比例不难看出，四种题型中相对较难的推断题和细节题不仅所占比例较大，而且占比还有不断上升的趋势。

第二节　应试锦囊

一、推断题

六级阅读文章中往往会出现这种情况，即作者为了某种目的，往往不直接说出某一意思，而是含蓄地表达。这种隐含的意思往往是篇章的主要意思，也是重要设题点之一。我们把这种需要推理判断的题统称为推断题。

此类题有时需要对一句话的含义进行推论，有时需要对整个篇章的含义进行推论。这就要求考生根据从文中获得的信息结合题干进行推理判断。它要求考生不但要掌握文章所表达的字面含义，还要掌握一定的逻辑判断能力，从文章表面推出更深层含义。其答案一般不会直接出现在文章的文字里面，文字表面往往没有明显反映作者的全部意图，有些含义需要考生从字里行间去体会，从上下文的连贯及文中有关部分的暗示去分析作者隐含的意思。

这类题常见的主要有对原因、结果、观点、立场等的判断。做这类题时必须把握住问题的关键，紧紧围绕原文，千万不能脱离原文，凭主观臆断进行无依据的推论。

提问方式

From the passage we know
 that_____.

We learn
 from the passage that_____.

From the passage it can be inferred
 that_____.

From the passage we can draw the conclusion
 that_____.

It is implied/indicated/suggested
 that_____.

What conclusions
 can be drawn from the passage?

What does the paragraph preceding/following this one probably discuss?

We can infer
 from the paragraph that_____.

Paragraph...indicates
 that_____.

What's implied
 but not stated by the author is that_____.



命题规律及答题技巧


1. 综合性的推理和判断题常会围绕文章主旨出题。要求将篇首、篇尾、段落中主题句概括归纳并从中推断出全文主题。

2. 综合性的推断题还可围绕文章若干段落进行，要求推论和判断出段落间的关系。


Tips：
 解答上述两种综合性推论和判断题时，考生一定要放慢速度将各段首句，尤其是全文首尾段首句的句意读懂，再快速阅读其他部分。考生还可以结合作者的思想观点、写作背景进行推论。在得出某一推断后，可以从上下文中寻找证据，也可以充分利用自己已有的各方面的知识，把文章中所述的事情和自己的阅历或熟悉的事情联系起来考虑。

3. 支持主题思想的细节部分常考。这些细节部分表现形式多样，可以是列举、例证、实验论证、人物论断等，要求考生对这部分内容进行判断推理。


Tips：
 考生应根据题干关键词定位到原文中的关键细节，再结合细节内容所支持的论点或主题最终确定答案，或者寻找作者直接陈述的诸多事件之间的联系。

4. 语义转折处常考。


Tips：
 考生应重点阅读but，however等转折关联词之后的内容，因为那通常是作者的真正意图所在。



二、细节题

细节题也是六级常规阅读中出现较多的一种题型，其提问方式灵活多变，对象涉及短文的各种具体细节，如时间、地点、原因、结果、方式等。这类题目的一个共同特点是，答案一般都能在文章中直接找到。但有时出题人为了增加题目的难度，会有意避开文中所用词汇，而用到该词的同义词。在这种情况下，考生需要依据题干涉及的细节，定位文中相关出处，再对比选项作答。

提问方式

What is the essence of... according to
 ...?


According to the passage
 , when (where, why, how, who, etc. ) ...?

The characters described in...are people who _____.

Scientists have to adapt their research to “economic needs” in order to
 _____.

What is the chief concern of most ... when it comes to ...?

... made his discovery by_____.

Most rainforest soils are thin and poor because
 _____.


The reason
 for... is ...


What is said about
 ... in the passage?


What is the example of
 ... as described in the passage?

The author
 states that_____.



命题规律及答题技巧


1. 列举处常考。列举处指的是First...Second...Third...等并列关系词出现的部分。命题者可能要求考生从列举出的内容中，选出符合题干要求的答案项。列举有时可能不用数字排序，而是采取句式排比的方式进行。


Tips：
 考生在读到列举处时，需放慢速度仔细研读，并通过对比题干以确认列举处是否是真正的出题点。

2. 举例与打比方处常考。为了使自己的观点更具有说服力，更加明确，作者常用具体的例子或比喻加以佐证。这些例子或比喻常会成为考点。


Tips：
 考生应特别留意引出例子或比喻的标志词，常见的有as, such as, for example, for instance, a case in point等。此时，考生重点读例子或比喻处即可。

3. （指示）代词出现处常考。这类考题常用来考查考生是否真正理解上下文之间的句际关系和意义。


Tips：
 此时考生不要将注意力局限于被考查句子中，而应大胆联系上下文中的线索词和相关内容，以便确定答案。

4. 引用人物论断处常考。作者为正确表达自己的观点或使论点更有依据，常会引用某些权威人士的论断或采纳其重要发现等。命题者常在此处做文章。


Tips：
 有时，作者对于某一事物并不直接给出自己的评论，而是通过他人说出，这时考生只读所引用的言论即可。

5. 特殊标点符号后的内容常考。由于特殊标点符号后的内容常是对前面内容的进一步解释和说明，因此命题者常对标点符号后的内容进行提问。具体说，特殊标点符号包括：破折号（表解释）、括号（表解释）、冒号（表解释）、引号（表引用）等。


Tips：
 考生应重点阅读特殊标点符号后的内容。



三、语义题

语义题也就是对一个生词或短语（句）进行提问，一般需要考生知道或推断出该生词的近义词或该短语（句）的引申意义或另一种表述方式。六级语义题的形式一般有句子、难词、词组、超纲词、熟词僻义等几种形式。但并不是所有难词都可以成为语义题的设题点，只有那些能通过上下文提供的线索猜测出词义的词或词组能成为考点，这也为考生解题提供了线索。

提问方式

The “...” (Line... Paragraph...) refers to
 “_____”.

Why did the author say
 “...” (Line... Paragraph...)?

By saying “...” (Line... Paragraph...), the author means
 _____.

In the context of the passage, “...” (Line... Paragraph...) probably means
 that_____.

The author uses the term “...” (Line... Paragraph...) to refer to
 _____.

According to the author, the word “...” means
 _____.

Which of the following is nearest in meaning
 to “_____”?

The term “...” in paragraph... can be best replaced
 by_____.

What's the meaning
 of “_____” (Line... Paragraph...)?

As used in the line..., the word “...” refers to
 _____.



命题规律及答题技巧


1. 含有指示代词的句子中，常有被考查词汇或短语。具体环境中，具有指代上下文语义功能的词汇尤其是名词，常成为考查对象。


Tips：
 此时考生首先需要确定具体的指代关系。然后看看上下文中有没有生词的另一种说法，即找同义词，有时上下文会对一个生词作解释，或者提供一些暗示。再看看这个词在文中与哪些词搭配使用，结合自己的其他知识，就可以进行正确的猜测。

2. 一词多义的常见词及词组易考。有些词一词多义，要求考生能通过阅读，理解该词的确切含义。


Tips：
 考生在平时积累生词时，一定要尽力掌握其在大纲规定范围内的所有词义。如果不清楚被考查词或词组的含义，也可结合上下文的文义确定答案。看看同一词是否在上下文的其他地方出现，把两处的语境相比较，也许能更加准确地猜出词义。

3. 对比和并列处常考。这类题目旨在考查考生能否从具有对比或并列含义的上下文中猜测出某个单词的含义来。


Tips：
 考生通过连接词（如and, or等）所表达的关系判断被考词汇含义。一般来说，and连接的两项内容在含义上是接近的或递进的，而以or连接的两项内容在含义上往往相反，但有时or后面的内容，也是对前面内容的进一步解释和说明。其他表递进、转折、因果等关系的信号词也可用来帮助判断词义。

4. 复杂句常考。复杂句由于其句子结构复杂，句子之间的指代关系复杂等特点，常成为考查考生理解能力的一种手段。


Tips：
 此时考生可利用被考词的修饰、限定成分判断其含义。修饰、限定成分的表现形式多样，可以是定语、其他修饰语、特殊标点符号（如冒号、破折号、引号）后面的内容，甚至是该词下属的例子及定义，这些都可以帮助考生从侧面理解被考单词含义。



四、主旨题

六级阅读中的主旨题根据问题内容的不同，可分为主题型、标题型和目的型。主题型一目了然就是找段落或篇章的中心（Main Idea）；标题型是为文章选择标题（Title）；目的型就是推断作者的写作意图（Purpose）。

主旨题主要测试应试者对整篇文章的理解能力。解答主旨题时，最有效的办法是找到并仔细研读文章的主题句。主题句大多数情况下出现在比较重要的位置，如文章的开头或结尾。如果一篇文章包括多个段落，一般来说每个自然段的首句也是主题句。文章主题句之外的其他内容一般都是对主题句加以解释、补充说明或列举事实等。另外，有些阅读材料的主题思想不是十分明确，需要通读全文，抓住主要论点或论题来归纳出中心思想。应该注意的是，在归纳中心思想时，要从文章实际内容出发，在事实依据的基础上进行判断、推论和归纳。

提问方式

What idea
 does the author want to convey in the passage?

Which of the following best summarizes the author's main argument
 ?

The passage centers on
 _____.

What is the main idea (subject)
 of this passage?

What does this passage mainly (primarily)
 concern?

The main theme/point
 of this passage is_____.

Which of the following is the best title
 for the passage?

The title that best expresses the theme
 of the passage is_____.

Which of the following best describes
 the passage as a whole?

What is the author's purpose
 in writing the passage?



命题规律及答题技巧


1. 段首、段尾句常考。一般来说，短文中第一段首句或末段末句往往是文章中心思想的表达处；有时某一段的段首、段尾句是该段的主题句。因此，命题者常在这些地方出题。

2. 语义转折处，尤其是段首处的语义转折处，常是考点。因为转折处后面的内容往往是作者真实的写作目的或基本观点，而这又正是文章中心思想所在。


Tips：
 在时间紧迫的情况下，可只读首尾段，或段落的首尾句，并特别留意其间是否有转折关系，以便迅速确定文章主旨。

3. 因果句常考。因果句也可表现出作者的目的、观点或文章主题，因此可成为考点。


Tips：
 考生在阅读时应留意表示因果关系的词，常见的有：because, since, for, as, therefore, consequently, result in, originate from等。有时作者也通过先提出Why...?而后给予回答的方式阐释文章主题。

4. 高频词常考。文章中出现频率较高的单词很可能就是蕴含中心思想的关键词。这些关键词可能是同一词多次出现，也可能是同一类词贯穿全文。


Tips：
 如果考生确定了文章中的高频词，就可结合选项最终确定文章主旨。



五、观点态度题

阅读理解中常常会问到作者对文章中某一问题的态度（Attitude）、全文的基调（Tone）及对文章前后接续内容的判断等。我们把这类问题统称为观点态度题。

观点态度题的回答应从篇章的体裁着手，一般而言，在说明文中作者的态度是客观的或中立的；而在议论文中，作者的观点就会显得多种多样。

提问方式

In the author's view/opinion
 , _____.


According to the author
 , _____.

How does the author view
 ...?

What does the author think of
 ...?

What's the writer's attitude
 to...?

What's the tone
 of the passage?

The author's view
 is_____.

The writer's attitude
 of this passage is apparently_____.

The author suggests that
 _____.

How does the author feel
 about...?



命题规律及答题技巧


1. 涉及文章中心思想处易考。文章的中心思想组织脉络与作者的观点和态度是密切相关的。有时，做一道观点态度题，需要通读全文，分析作者的思想，把握文章脉络，而后才能正确地揣摩出作者的思想和态度。


Tips：
 对于此类题，考生需要分析段落大意，分析文章走向，理解文章中心思想而后才能判断出作者的情感态度来。

2. 作者提出观点处易考。主要出现在议论文体中。议论文中作者的思路一般是提出某观点，而后给予辩证支持，最后得出与观点相一致的结论。因此明了了作者的观点，就把握了作者的基本思想和态度，所以这样的内容自然成为观点和态度题的考点。


Tips：
 考生一定要会区分不同的观点，以便找出作者真正的观点所在。作者的观点一般会用in my view, in my opinion, personally, I think, I hold等表现。

3. 语义转折或强对比处易考。语义转折或强对比处往往标志着作者将要提出文章中的重点内容，表明其基本思想，自然也反映了他的观点和态度，因此命题者会围绕此处出题。

4. 结合文章文体进行考查。


Tips：
 议论文中，文章的中心句即可表明作者的态度；而说明文，因为其体裁的客观性，所以作者的态度也往往采取中立；在描叙性文章中，因为其文章观点往往不直接提出，而且作者写作时也常带有某种倾向性，所以考生需要细心捕捉表达或暗示情感态度的词或短语，捕捉那些烘托气氛、渲染情感的词句。

5. 分清选项中的褒义词、中性词和贬义词，以此对照全文。


Tips：
 仔细体会某些重要词的含蓄意义及其感情色彩，能帮助考生推断出正确答案，比如politician和statesman的意思都是“政治家”，但前者有贬义的色彩，即“政客”，后者则没有。从作者的语气、语调、措辞等文体特征，也能读出作者的“言外之意”。

1）选项中表示褒义的词一般有：

positive赞成的；supporting支持的；praising赞扬的；optimistic乐观的；admiring羡慕的；interesting有趣的；humorous幽默的；serious严肃的；enthusiastic热情的；pleasant愉快的；polite礼貌的；concerned关切的；sober冷静的等。

2）表示中性的词一般有：

indifferent冷淡的，不关心的；impassive冷淡的，不动感情的；uninterested无兴趣的，不感兴趣的；neutral中立的；impersonal不带个人感情的；subjective主观的；objective客观的；informative提供信息的；impartial不偏袒的；apathetic漠不关心的等。

3）表示贬义的词有：

disgusted感到恶心的，厌恶的；critical批评的；negative否定的，反对的；suspicious怀疑的；tolerant容忍的，忍让的；worried担忧的；pessimistic悲观的；depressed沮丧的；disappointed失望的；ironic讽刺的；sarcastic挖苦的；bitter痛苦的；cynical玩世不恭的；sentimental 感伤的；emotional感情用事的；angry气愤的等。

4）另外，对于文体鉴别的词有：

formal正式的、informal非正式的、casual随便的等。


Tips：
 除了利用上述技巧有针对性地解答各类题型的题目之外，从选项本身入手也可确定答案。


1. 如果题目只是针对某一段的内容提问，考生可只看该段内容即可答题，而不必等到把文章全看完才做，以防到交卷时，因时间不足胡乱猜一个。

2. 选项中照抄或似乎照抄原文的一般不是答案项，而同义词替换的选项一般是答案。

3. 在文章中找不到语言根据的一般不是答案项，而与原文主题相关的则大多是答案。

4. 选项中表达意义较具体，或肤浅地表达了字面意思的，或内容片面、单一的一般不是答案项；而符合一般性常识和规律，意义深刻富有哲理，属于普通现象的选项往往是答案项。

5. 选项内容与其他三项有较大差别的，可能为答案。

6. 措辞过于绝对化的，一般不是答案项。表达绝对概念的词常见的有：must, always, never, the most, all, merely, only, have to, any, no, completely, none, hardly等。而选项中含有不十分肯定的语气词的一般是正确答案。这些语气词有：could, may, often, should, usually, might, most, more or less, relatively, be likely to, possible, not necessarily等。




第二章　人文篇


本章导读：


在历年六级阅读理解中，人文类文章是考生阅读需注意的重点。人文类文章涵盖范围很广，涉及文化、教育、语言、心理学、历史、政治、体育、哲学、犯罪、家庭、婚姻、人口等，多为社会生活中的常见问题，这就要求考生加强对各种社会问题的了解和认识，多掌握相关的背景知识以便顺利理解文章；还应注意多积累一些特殊领域的常见词汇，提高阅读速度和对文章的理解能力，阅读时多注意对细节的把握。

人文类文章多包括议论文和说明文，作者常常在介绍人类生活某方面的知识时，表述自己或他人对某事或某物的观点、态度等。在结构上通常是开篇提出文章的中心句，指明文章要阐述的某种现象或问题；接下来对该现象或问题出现的原因、发展情况、结果和影响等进行论述和说明；最后作者往往会提出解决问题的方法，或是表明自己的观点和态度。

预备篇

Unit 1


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 374, Time: 8.5 mins

No one should be forced to wear a uniform under any circumstance. Uniforms are demanding to the human spirit and totally unnecessary in a democratic society. Uniforms tell the world that the person who wears one has no value as an individual but only lives to function as a part of a whole.

The individual in a uniform loses all self-worth. There are those who say that wearing a uniform gives a person a sense of identification
 with a larger, more important concept. What could be more important than the individual himself? If an organization is so weak that it must rely on cloth and buttons to inspire its members, that organization has no right to continue its existence. Others say that the practice of making persons wear uniforms, say in a school, eliminates all envy and competition in the matter of dress, such that a poor person who cannot afford good quality clothing is not to be belittled
 by a wealthy person who wears expensive quality clothing.
 Those persons conveniently ignore such critical concepts as freedom of choice, motivation, and individuality. If all persons were to wear the same clothing, why would anyone strive
 to be better? It is only a short step from forcing everyone to drive the same car, have the same type of foods. When this happens, all incentive
 to improve one's life is removed. Why would parents bother to work hard so that their children could have a better life than they had when they know that their children are going to be forced to have exactly the same life that they had?

Uniforms also hurt the economy. Right now, billions of dollars are spent on the fashion industry yearly. Thousands of persons are employed in designing, creating and marketing different types of clothing. If everyone were forced to wear uniforms, artistic personnel would be unnecessary. Sales persons would be superfluous
 as well; why bother to sell the only items that are available? The wearing of uniforms would destroy the fashion industry, which in turn would have a ripple effect on such industries as advertising and promotion. Without advertising, newspapers, magazines, and television would not be able to remain in business. The entire information and entertainment industry would collapse
 .

1. The author's primary purpose in writing this passage was to_____.

A. plead for the abolishment of uniforms

B. show that uniforms are not possible in a democratic society

C. advocate stronger governmental controls on the wearing of uniforms

D. convince the reader that uniforms have more disadvantages than advantages

2. Why does the author discuss forcing everyone to buy the same car or eat the same food?

A. To show that freedom of choice is absolute.

B. To show that the government has interfered too much in the lives of individual.

C. To suggest what would happen if uniforms became compulsory.

D. To predict the way the society will be in the next few generations.

3. Which of the following statements is the opinion of those who support uniforms?

A. The person who wears a uniform has no self-worth.

B. Wearing a uniform gives a person a sense of identification with a larger concept.

C. Uniforms will hurt the entire information and entertainment industry.

D. Envy and competition are incentive to improve one's life.

4. The word “superfluous” (Line 4, Para. 3) most probably means_____.

A. indispensable

B. available

C. surplus

D. supplementary

5. The next paragraph in this passage might discuss_____.

A. the positive effects of wearing uniforms

B. more negative effects of wearing uniforms

C. an alternative to wearing uniforms

D. the legal rights of those not wishing to wear uniforms



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


identification n.
 辨认，鉴定

belittle vt.
 使渺小

strive v.
 努力，奋斗

incentive n.
 动机

collapse vi.
 崩溃


难句译文


有些人认为，让人们穿制服——比如说在学校——可以消除衣着上的嫉妒和攀比，这样，买不起高品质衣服的穷人就不会被那些穿昂贵衣服的有钱人看不起。



Passage Two

Words: 395, Time: 9.5 mins

In a democratic society, citizens are encouraged to form their own opinions on candidates for public office, taxes, constitutional amendments, environmental concerns, foreign policy, and other issues. The opinions held by any population are shaped and manipulated
 by several factors: individual circumstances, the mass media, special interest groups, and opinion leaders.

Wealthy people tend to think differently on social issues from poor people. Factory workers probably do not share the same views as white collar, nonunion workers. Women employed outside their homes sometimes have perspectives different from those of fulltime homemakers. In these and other ways individual status shapes one's view of current events.

The mass media, especially television, are powerful influences on the way people think and act. Government officials note how mail from the public tends to “follow the headlines
 ”. Whatever is featured in newspapers and magazines and on television attracts so much attention that people begin to inform themselves and to express opinions.

The mass media have also created larger audiences for government and a wider range of public issues than existed before. Prior to television and the national editions of newspapers, issues and candidates tended to remain localized. In Great Britain and Germany, for example, elections to the national legislatures were usually viewed by voters as local contests. Today's elections are seen as struggles between party leaders and programs. In the United States radio and television have been beneficial to the presidency. Since the days of Franklin D. Roosevelt and his “fireside chats”, presidents have appealed directly to a national audience over the heads of Congress to advocate
 their programs.

Special groups spend vast sums annually trying to influence public opinion. Public utilities, for instance, tried to sway
 public opinion in favor of nuclear power plants. Opposed to them were citizens' organizations that lobbied
 to halt
 the use of nuclear power. During the 1960s the American Medical Association conducted an unsuccessful advertising campaign designed to prevent the passage of Medicare.

Opinion leaders are usually such prominent
 public figures as politicians, show business personalities, and celebrity athletes. The opinions of these individuals, whether informed and intelligent or not, carry weight with some segments of the population. Some individuals, such as Nobel prizewinners, are suddenly thrust
 into public view by the media. By quickly reaching a large audience, their views gain a hearing and are perhaps influential in shaping views on complex issues.

6. What is the passage mainly about?

A. Freedom of speech in a democratic society.

B. Impact of the mass media.

C. Forces that influence people's opinion.

D. Necessity of upholding one's ideals.

7. We can infer from the second paragraph that_____.

A. the gender influences people's view

B. people's status influences their view

C. the living standard influences people's view

D. different ranks influence people's view

8. The expression “follow the headlines” (Lines 2~3, Para. 3) shows that_____.

A. people seldom have time to read newspaper articles

B. people think the headlines contain the most important information

C. people often get their opinions from newspapers or television

D. most people look on newspapers or TV as misleading

9. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?

A. TV programs have a strong influence on governmental policy.

B. Chats on televisions are chief means for running for presidency.

C. More and more people show interest in politics because of TV.

D. Before the use of TV, people showed little interest in politics.

10. It is obvious that the opinion of famous people_____.

A. is often ignored by the public

B. is seldom expressed to the point

C. is often imposed on the public

D. has a strong influence on the public



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


manipulate vt.
 控制，操纵

advocate vt.
 提倡，鼓吹

sway vt.
 摇摆

lobby vi.
 游说

halt vt.
 使停止

prominent adj.
 卓越的

thrust vt.
 用力推



Passage Three

Words: 376, Time: 9 mins

Using a public telephone may well be one of the minor irritations of life, demanding patience, determination and a strong possibility of failure, together on occasion with considerable unpopularity.

The hopeful caller (shall we call him George?) waits till six o'clock in the evening to take advantage of the so-called “cheap rates” for a long-distance call. The telephone box, with two broken panes of glass in the side, stands at the junction
 of two main roads with buses, lorries and cars roaring past. It is pouring with rain as George joins a queue of four depressed-looking people. Time passes slowly and seems to come to a standstill while the person immediately before George carries on an endless conversation, pausing
 only to insert another coin every minute or so.

Eventually the receiver is replaced and the caller leaves the box. George enters and picks up one of the directories inside, only to discover that someone unknown has torn out the very page he needs. Nothing for it but to dial directory
 Enquiries, wait patiently for a reply down the number given.

At last George can go ahead with his call. Just as he is starting to dial, however, the door opens and an unpleasant-looking face peers in with the demand, “Can't you hurry up?” Ignoring
 such barbarity, George continues to dial and his unwanted companion withdraws. At last he hears the burr-burr of the ringing tone, immediately followed by rapid pips demanding his money, but he is now so upset that he knocks down the coins he has placed ready on the top of the box. Having at last located them, he dials again: the pips are repeated and he hastily inserts the coins. A cold voice informs him, “Grand Hotel, Chalfont Wells.” “I've an urgent message for a Mr. Smith who is a guest in your hotel. Could you put me through to him? I'm afraid I don't know his room number.”

The response appears less than enthusiastic
 and a long silence follows. George inserts more coins. Then the voice informs him, “I've been trying to locate Mr. Smith but the hall porter reports having seen him leave about a minute ago.”

Breathing heavily, George replaces the receiver, just as the knocking on the door starts again.

11. The main intention of the passage is to provide_____.

A. instructions about how to use a public call box

B. advice about how to deal with public telephone problems

C. criticism of the efficiency of telephone system

D. an account of possible annoyances in using a public telephone

12. Which of the following calls are you unlikely to make at the “cheap rate” referred to?

A. To discuss your account in a bank in Scotland.

B. To have a chat with an elderly relation.

C. To ask about a friend in hospital who has just had an operation.

D. To express Christmas greetings to cousins in Australia.

13. George can at least be thankful that_____.

A. the call box is in a convenient position

B. the telephone itself is working

C. he can use the directory in the box to find the number

D. he is able to give his message to the hotel receptionist

14. Why does George have to dial a second time?

A. He hasn't remembered to put the money in the box.

B. He hasn't got enough money with him.

C. He has got to find the money to put in the box.

D. He can't find the number he wants in the directory.

15. What are George's feelings when he completes his call?

A. He has some difficulty in controlling his annoyance.

B. He is very disappointed at missing his friends.

C. He is annoyed with himself for being so stupid.

D. He is depressed at the thought of having to try again to get through.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


junction n.
 连接，接合

pause vi.
 暂停

directory n.
 姓名地址录

ignore vt.
 不理睬，忽视

enthusiastic adj.
 热情的



Passage Four

Words: 388, Time: 9 mins

In America alone, tipping is now a 16-billion-a-year industry—all the more surprising since it is a behavioral oddity
 . Consumers acting rationally ought not to pay more than they have to for a given service. Tips, which are voluntary, above and beyond a service's contracted cost, and delivered afterwards, should not exist. So why do they? The conventional wisdom is that tips both reward the efforts of good service and reduce uncomfortable feelings of inequality. The better the service, the bigger the tip.

A paper analyzing data from 2,547 groups dining at 20 different restaurants shows that the correlation between larger tips and better service was very weak: only a tiny part of the variability in the size of the tip had anything to do with the quality of service. Customers who rated a meal as “excellent” still tipped anywhere between 8% and 37% of the meal price. Tipping is better explained by culture than by economics. In America, the custom has become institutionalized
 : it is regarded as part of the accepted cost of a service. In a New York restaurant, failing to tip at least 15% could well mean abuse from the waiter.

In Europe, tipping is less common; in many restaurants, discretionary
 tipping is being replaced by a standard service charge. In many Asian countries, tipping has never really caught on at all. How to account for these national differences? Look no further than psychology. According to Michael Lynn, the Cornell Paper's co-author, countries in which people are more extrovert, sociable or neurotic
 tend to tip more. Tipping relieves anxiety about being served by strangers. And, says Mr. Lynn, “in America, where people are outgoing and expressive, tipping is about social approval. If you tip badly, people think less of you. Tipping well is a chance to show off.” Icelanders, by contrast, do not usually tip—a measure of their introversion
 and lack of neuroses, no doubt.

While such explanations may be crude, the hard truth seems to be that tipping does not work. It does not benefit the customer. Nor, in the case of restaurants, does it actually inspirit
 the waiter, or help the restaurant manager to monitor and assess his staff. The cry of stingy tippers that service people should “just be paid a decent wage” may actually make economic sense.

16. From the text we learn that Americans_____.

A. are willing to give tips because they love the practice

B. like to give tips to service people to help them financially

C. are reluctant to give tips, but they still do so

D. are giving less and less tips

17. The text indicates that in America_____.

A. customers will tip 8% to 37% of the meal price if a meal is “excellent”

B. a waiter can abuse a customer if he fails to tip 15% of the meal price

C. the amount of tipping is standardized with different services

D. the man who carries groceries for you can expect to get 15-20% of the service price

18. According to Paragraph Three, we can learn that_____.

A. tips are voluntary in America

B. people don't tip in Europe

C. tipping is rare in many Asian countries

D. tipping is now popular in Iceland

19. According to Michael Lynn, _____.

A. nervous people do not usually tip

B. Icelanders don't like to show off

C. American people are anxious

D. people will ignore you if you tip badly

20. According to the passage, the author believes that in America_____.

A. the better the service, the bigger the tip

B. tips can reward the effort of good service

C. tips can reduce feelings of inequality

D. tips cannot prompt better service



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


oddity n.
 古怪

institutionalize v.
 使制度化或习俗化

discretionary adj.
 自由决定的

neurotic adj.
 神经质的

introversion n.
 内向

inspirit v.
 激励





答案速查：



[image: 107]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章论述了没有必要穿制服的原因：一是制服不仅不能体现个性，还容易让人失去奋斗的动力；二是制服在某方面还制约着经济的发展。因此作者主张人们不穿制服。


答案解析：


1. D　主旨题。文章开头就指出，在任何情况下都不能强迫人们穿制服；第二段说明穿制服会使人们丧失自我价值，并驳斥了赞成穿制服的两种观点；第三段又提到制服会制约经济。综合全文内容可知，作者主要论述了穿制服的缺点，并认为穿制服弊大于利，因此D（要使读者相信穿制服的弊端大于益处）正确。作者并未明确提出废除制服的主张，故排除A。

2. C　推断题。文章第二段倒数第三、四句指出，如果所有人都穿一样的衣服，那人们干吗还要努力过得更好一些，这离强迫每个人都开一样的车、吃同样的食物已经不远了，由此可见，作者提到same food和same car是为了说明强迫人们穿一样的衣服可能导致强迫人们开同样的车、吃同样的食物，因此C（暗示如果必须穿制服将会发生什么）正确。该段提到，赞成穿制服的人忽视了选择自由等重要概念，但这并非作者提及same food和same car的原因，故排除A。

3. B　细节题。文章第二段第二句提到，有人认为穿制服会给人一种与更大、更为重要的概念相认同的感觉，这显然不是作者的观点，而应该是支持穿制服的人的看法，故选B。由第二段的首句、倒数第二句，以及文章最后一句可知，A、C、D三项为作者反对穿制服的理由，均应排除。

4. C　语义题。由superfluous所在句中的as well可知，该句与前一句构成并列结构，结合句意“如果人人都被迫穿上制服，就不需要从事艺术的人了。销售人员也会变得superfluous，何必去卖惟一可卖的东西呢？”可知，superfluous应包含“多余的”或“不必要的”的含义，故选C（过剩的）。A（不可缺少的）、B（可利用的）、D（附加的）均应排除。

5. B　推断题。全文的首段点明人们不应该被强迫穿制服，第二段和第三段分别说明了穿制服的缺点，如丧失自我价值、阻碍经济，可见在文中，作者对穿制服持反对态度，由此推断，文章接下来最有可能继续论述穿制服的其他缺点，不太可能去论述其优点，故排除A，选B。

Passage Two


文章精要：


民主社会鼓励人们对事物有自己的看法，而实际上，人们周围充斥着大量影响他们自身想法的因素：个人环境、大众传媒、特定利益群体，以及引导公众舆论的人等。文章主要论述了这些因素是如何影响人们的看法的。


答案解析：


6. C　主旨题。文章第一段最后提出，有多种因素影响人们的看法，这些因素包括个人环境、大众传媒、特定利益群体和引导公众舆论的人；文章接下来分别论述了上述因素对人们看法的影响。综合可知，文章主要介绍影响人们看法的因素，所以C正确。A、B、D均不全面。

7. B　推断题。文章第二段指出，富人与穷人的社会观点往往不一样，工人和白领、非工会成员可能看法不同，在外工作的妇女和家庭妇女有时观点不同。本段最后一句是对该段的总结：在这些和其他方面，个人的地位决定了一个人对时事的看法，由此可知，人的地位会影响其观点，所以B正确。

8. C　语义题。文章第三段指出，大众传媒，特别是电视，对人的思维方式和行为模式有巨大影响。政府官员注意到，群众来信大都“跟着新闻内容提要走”，报纸、杂志和电视中重点提到的内容吸引着大众的注意力，使得他们开始让自己获取信息并发表观点，由此推断，人们通常从报纸或电视中获取自己的观点，所以C正确。

9. C　推断题。文章第四段指出，大众传媒也使政府有了比以往更多的观众，使更多人关注更广泛的公众问题；在电视和全国范围发行的报纸诞生前，焦点问题和竞选活动往往局限于某一地域，由此推断，包括电视在内的大众传媒使得越来越多的人开始对社会问题或竞选等政治事件感兴趣，所以C正确。

10. D　推断题。文章最后一段指出，引导公众舆论的人通常是公众名人，比如政治家、演艺界人士、著名运动员等；这些人的意见无论是否可行、明智，在某些公众心目中都很有分量，由此推断，名人的观点对公众有很大影响，所以D正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章用乔治打公用电话的经历说明了使用公用电话时可能会遇到的麻烦，比如：漫长的等待、查询电话号码、不停地投币、旁人的催促等等。


答案解析：


11. D　主旨题。文章第一句指出，使用公用电话很可能是生活中让人感到烦恼的小事之一，文章接着以乔治为主人公，描述了他在打公用电话的过程中遇到的各种麻烦，由此可知，全文主要是在描述使用公用电话时可能遇到的麻烦，故选D。

12. A　推断题。文章第二段首句提到乔治想要打“便宜价”的电话，再由之后的内容可知，打这种电话非常麻烦，因此只可能在想闲聊或问候他人的时候打这种“便宜”电话，即B、C、D项所述的情况。而对于谈论自己在苏格兰银行的账户这类重要问题或者紧急情况，一般人就不会贪“便宜”浪费时间了，所以A正确。

13. B　推断题。由原文可知，尽管困难和麻烦不断，乔治最后还是打通了电话，由此不难推断出，乔治应该感到庆幸的是，至少电话还能用，所以B正确。A、C、D均不符合文义。

14. C　细节题。文章第四段第三、四句提到，乔治听到电话的报时信号，要他投币，但是他因为非常心烦而把放在箱子上准备投进去的硬币碰掉了，因此他不得不再找到那些硬币投进箱子，这也就是他得再次拨号的原因，所以C正确。

15. A　推断题。文章最后一句指出，乔治喘着粗气把话筒放好，这时敲门声又响了，再结合上文提到的打电话中遇到的那些麻烦可知，打这次电话带给乔治的不是愉快和欣慰，而是愤怒，由此推断，他应该已经很难控制自己的愤怒了，所以A正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章指出，美国人习惯于给小费，但所给的小费与其接受的服务关联不大。文章还介绍了不同地方的人给小费的情况，最终得出结论：小费既不能让顾客获益，也不能激励服务生，更不能帮助餐厅老板监控和评估自己的员工。


背景知识：


每个国家因民族性的不同，对于小费文化也有不同的标准，例如日本就是绝不收小费的国家。欧美地区每次1美元左右；东南亚地区约0.5美元。请旅馆服务生送东西、拿行李、叫出租车或巴士，都应该给小费。饭店人员清理房间前，可将小费放于枕头下或床头。搭乘出租车至机场或饭店，要酌情给搬运行李的司机小费。当地导游、司机及随团领队人员，通常都要给适当的小费。


答案解析：


16. C　推断题。文章第一段第三句提到，主动给出的小费是不应该存在的，由此推断，美国人尽管会主动给小费，但实际上他们还是很勉强的，并不是心甘情愿的，故选C。

17. C　推断题。由文章第二段最后两句可以看出，在美国，给小费已经制度化了，被认为是服务价格的一部分，在纽约餐馆，如果给的小费不到用餐费用的15%，就很可能会受到服务员的侮辱，由此不难推断出，在美国针对不同服务所给的小费是不一样的，故选C。该段提到，认为饭菜极好的顾客所给的小费依然是餐费的8%到37%，而这是分析具体数据的结果，并不代表美国的整体情况，故排除A。

18. C　细节题。由文章第三段第二句可知，许多亚洲国家实际上从未流行过给小费，故选C。该段并未提到在美国小费是主动给出的，故排除A；该段提到，在欧洲给小费不那么普遍，但并不等于不给小费，故排除B；该段最后指出，冰岛人通常不给小费，故排除D。

19. B　推断题。文章第三段最后指出，林恩先生说多给小费是一个炫耀的机会，但是冰岛人不常给小费，由此推断，按照林恩先生的理论，冰岛人不怎么给小费表明他们不喜欢炫耀，故选B。

20. D　推断题。由文章最后一段前三句可知，给小费可能没什么用，那既不能让顾客获益，也不能激励餐馆服务生，更不能帮助餐厅老板监控和评估自己的员工，由此推断，小费并不能促进更好的服务，故排除B，选D。由第一段最后两句可知，A（服务越好，给的小费越多）和C（小费可以减少不平等的感觉）是传统上认为应该给小费的原因，并非作者观点，故排除A、C。

Unit 2


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 393, Time: 9.5 mins

Children are getting so fat that they may be the first generation to die before their parents, an expert claimed yesterday.

Today's youngsters are already falling prey
 to potential killers such as diabetes
 because of their weight. Fatty fast food diets combined with sedentary
 lifestyles dominated by televisions and computers could mean kids will die tragically young, says Professor Andrew Prentice, from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
 Medicine.

At the same time, the shape of the human body is going through a huge evolutionary shift because adults are getting so fat. Here in Britain, latest research shows that the average waist size for a man is 36-38in. and may be 42-44in. by 2032. This compares with only 32.6in. in 1972. Women's waists have grown from an average of 22in. in 1920 to 24in. in the 50s and 30in. now.

One of the major reasons why children now are at greater risk is that we are getting fatter younger. In the U.K. alone, more than one million under-16s are classed as overweight or obese—double the number in the mid-80s. One in ten four-year-olds are also medically classified
 as obese. The obesity pandemic—an extensive epidemic—which started in the U.S., has now spread to Europe, Australia, Central America and the Middle East.

Many nations now record more than 20 percent of their population as clinically obese and well over half the population as overweight. Prof. Prentice said the change in our shape has been caused by a glut of easily available high energy foods combined with a dramatic drop in the energy we use as a result of technology developments.

He is not alone in his concern. Only last week one medical journal revealed how obesity was fuelling a rise in cancer cases. Obesity also increases the risk factor for strokes and heart disease. An averagely obese person's lifespan is shortened by around nine years while a severely obese person by many more.

Prof. Prentice said, “So will parents outlive
 their children, as claimed recently by an American obesity specialist?” The answer is yes—and no. Yes, when the offspring
 become grossly obese. This is now becoming an alarmingly common occurrence in the U.S. Such children and adolescents have a greatly reduced quality of life in terms of both their physical and psychosocial health. So say No to that doughnut and burger.

1. What does the word “sedentary” (Line 2, Para. 2) mean?

A. Sitting still.

B. Eating too much.

C. Studying very hard.

D. Thinking passively.

2. What can we know from the passage?

A. The average waist size for a man was only 32.6in. in the past, but is 36-38in.now.

B. The average waist size for a woman was only 22in. in the past, but is 30in. now.

C. More than half a million under-16s in the U.K. were classed as overweight in the mid-80s.

D. The obesity pandemic has now spread to South America and Asia.

3. According to Prof. Prentice, which of the following is the reason for the change in our shape?

A. We eat too much and refuse to do physical exercises.

B. High energy foods are easy to get and technology develops fast.

C. High energy foods are the main diet and we use technology.

D. High energy foods are easy to get and we consume less energy.

4. Obesity increases the risk factor of_____.

A. diabetes, short sight, cancer, strokes

B. diabetes, cancer, strokes, psychosocial illness

C. cancer, strokes, high blood pressure, heart disease

D. strokes, heart disease, diabetes, headache

5. Why does the author say “So say No to that doughnut and burger” at the end of the passage?

A. To answer the question “Will parents outlive their children?”

B. To suggest that the doughnut and burger should be banned.

C. To suggest that we should lead a healthy life.

D. To suggest that we should begin dieting.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


prey n.
 牺牲者

diabetes n.
 糖尿病

tropical adj.
 热带的

classify vt.
 分类，分等

outlive v.
 比……长命

offspring n.
 子孙，后代



Passage Two

Words: 373, Time: 8.5 mins

Some people believe that international sport creates goodwill between the nations and that if countries play games together they will learn to live together. Others say that the opposite is true: those international contests encourage false national pride and lead to misunderstanding and hatred. There is probably some truth in both arguments, but in recent years the Olympic Games have done little to support the view that sports encourage international brotherhood. Not only was there the tragic incident involving the murder of athletes, but the Games were also ruined by lesser incidents caused principally by minor national contests.

One country received its second-place medals with visible indignation
 after the hockey final. There had been noisy scenes at the end of the hockey match as the losers objecting to the final decisions. They were convinced that one of their goals should not have been disallowed and that their opponents' victory was unfair. Their manager was in a rage when he said: “This wasn't hockey. Hockey and the International Hockey Federation
 are finished
 .” The president of the Federation said later that such behavior could result in the suspension
 of the team for at least three years.

The American basketball team announced that they would not yield first place to Russia, after a disputable end to their contest. The game had ended in disturbance
 . It was thought at first that the United States had won, by a single point, but it was announced that there were three seconds still to play. A Russian player then threw the ball from one end of the court to the other, and another player popped it into the basket. It was the first time the U.S.A. had ever lost an Olympic basketball match. An appeal jury debated the matter for four and a half hours before announcing that the result would stand. The American players then voted not to receive the silver medals.

Incidents of this kind will continue as long as sport is played competitively rather than for the love of the game. The suggestion that athletes should compete as individuals, or in non-national terms, might be too much to hope for, but in the present organization of the Olympics there is far too much that encourages aggressive patriotism.


6. According to the author, recent Olympic Games have_____.

A. created goodwill between the nations

B. bred only false national pride

C. hardly shown any international friendship

D. led to more and more misunderstanding and hatred

7. What did the manager mean by saying, “...Hockey and the International Hockey Federation are finished” (Lines 5~6, Para. 2)?

A. His team would no longer take part in international games.

B. Hockey and the Federation are ruined by the unfair decisions.

C. There should be no more hockey matches organized by the Federation.

D. The Federation should be dissolved.

8. The basketball example implied that_____.

A. too much patriotism was displayed in the incident

B. the announcement to prolong the match was wrong

C. the appeal jury was too hesitant in making the decision

D. the American team was right in receiving the silver medals

9. The author gives the two examples in Paragraph 2 and 3 to show_____.

A. how false national pride led to undesirable incidents in international games

B. that spokesmen have been more obedient than they used to be

C. that competitiveness in the games discourages international friendship

D. that unfair decisions are common in Olympic Games

10. What conclusion can be drawn from the passage?

A. The organization of the Olympic Games must be improved.

B. Athletes should compete as individuals in the Olympic Games.

C. Sport should be played competitively rather than for the love of the game.

D. International contests are liable for misunderstanding between nations.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


indignation n.
 愤慨

federation n.
 联盟

suspension n.
 暂时剥夺（参赛资格）

disturbance n.
 骚动，动乱


难句译文


建议运动员以个人形式或者非国家队的形式竞争，这或许有点可望而不可及，但是目前的奥林匹克这种运动组织形式过分鼓励了强烈的爱国主义。



Passage Three

Words: 392, Time: 9.5 mins

After their 20-year-old son hanged
 himself during his winter break from the University of Arizona five years ago, Donna and Phil Satow wondered what signs they had overlooked, and started asking other students for answers.

What grew from this soul searching was Ulifeline (www.ulifeline.org), a Web site where students can get answers to questions about depression by logging on through their universities. The site has been adopted as a resource by over 120 colleges, which can customize it with local information, and over 1.3 million students have logged on with their college IDs.

“It's a very solid Web site that raises awareness of suicide, de-stigmatizes mental illness and encourages people to seek the help they need,” said Paul Grayson, the director of counseling services at New York University, which started using the service nearly a year ago.

The main component of the Web site is the Self-evaluator, a self-screening program developed by Duke University Medical Center that tests students to determine whether they are at risk for depression, suicide and disorders like anorexia（厌食）and drug dependence. Besides helping students, the service compiles anonymous
 student data, offering administrators an important window onto the mental health of its campus.


The site provides university users with links to local mental health services, a catalog of information on prescription
 drugs and side effects, and access to Go Ask Alice, a vast archive developed by Columbia University with hundreds of responses to anonymously posted inquiries from college students worldwide.
 For students concerned about their friends, there is a section that describes warning signs for suicidal
 behavior and depression.

Yet it is hard to determine how effective the service is. The anonymity of the online service can even play out as a negative.“There is no substitute for personal interaction,” said Dr. Lanny Berman, executive director of the American Association of Suicidology, based in Washington.

Ulifeline would be the first to say that its service is no replacement for an actual therapist. “The purpose is to find out if there are signs of depression and then direct people to the right places,” said Ron Gibori, executive director of Ulifeline.

Mrs. Satow, who is still involved with Ulifeline, called it “a knowledge base” that might have prevented the death of her son, Jed. “If Jed's friends had known the signs of depression, they might have seen something,” she said.

11. The first paragraph is written to_____.

A. report the suicide of a young man

B. show the suffering of Mr. and Mrs. Satow

C. describe the Satows' confusion over their son's death

D. introduce the topic of a Web site called Ulifeline

12. One reason that many colleges adopt the Web site is to_____.

A. provide their students with campus information

B. offer medical treatment to students in mental disorder

C. encourage their students to seek advice about depression

D. give their students various help they may need

13. Go Ask Alice as mentioned in the passage is_____.

A. a side effect caused by some prescription drugs

B. intended to counsel college students on mental problems

C. a collection of medical responses from students the world over

D. meant to describe the various signs of mental disorders

14. The first sentence of the sixth paragraph implies that_____.

A. only actual therapy can ensure adequate treatment

B. the help given by the Web service is doubtful

C. doctors have expressed a negative view of the service

D. a therapist's office is the first place for the depressed to go

15. Mrs. Satow would probably agree that_____.

A. Jed's friends can prevent her son's death

B. her son's suicide is unavoidable

C. Ulifeline is a worthwhile Web site

D. depression is the final cause of suicides



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


hang vt.
 吊死

anonymous adj.
 匿名的

prescription n.
 处方

suicidal adj.
 自杀的


难句译文


网站还给学生用户提供当地心理健康服务链接，以及一组关于处方药及其副作用的信息，学生们还可以访问“询问艾丽丝”，这是哥伦比亚大学开发的一个巨大的档案库，含有数百个对世界各地大学生匿名咨询的答复。



Passage Four

Words: 372, Time: 9 mins

The U.S. may so far have enjoyed good luck in escaping a direct SARS hit, but officials aren't leaving anything to chance. The best hope for averting a SARS epidemic
 at home will be to keep SARS out at the nation's borders.

Federal immigration laws authorize
 immigration authorities to exclude non-citizens who are determined to have a“communicable disease of public health significance”. Immigration law also authorizes the President by proclamation to suspend the entry of any group of aliens
 whose entry he deems to be detrimental（有害的）to the interests of the United States. This little used power could be deployed to exclude all aliens from affected areas, a policy Taiwan has recently implemented.


Under the Public Health Service Act, any individual (citizens included) may be quarantined（隔离）at an international port of entry if they are reasonably believed to be carrying a designated
 communicable disease.
 As of an April 4 Executive Order by President Bush, SARS is now a designated disease.

Thus, in tandem with airline screening, federal health authorities are carefully monitoring travelers from affected areas in Asia for SARS symptoms. With an estimated 25,000 individuals entering the country legally from Asia on a daily basis, that is a tall order
 . A single SARS infected person getting through the net could bring down the border strategy.

The U.S. government might also front end the border strategy through restrictions on travel by American citizens to affected areas. In a series of Cold War era decisions, the Supreme Court upheld international travel restrictions for national security reasons, and one can imagine the same rationale applying to a public health emergency. How practical it would be to prohibit and police a travel ban to countries such as China is another question.

The initial SARS defense, then, hinges on
 effective border control, but U.S. borders are far from under control. There are an estimated 8-9 million undocumented aliens now in the United States, a figure growing by as many as 500,000 per year. Asia is the largest contributor to undocumented immigration outside the Western Hemisphere, funneling illegal aliens into the United States through elaborate smuggling networks. SARS could just as easily make serious inroads into the U.S. through this backdoor rather than the front.

16. From the first three paragraphs, we learn that_____.

A. American officials don't see any chance of escaping an immediate SARS hit

B. non-citizens with a disease will be quarantined at the international airport

C. foreigners with a communicable disease may legally be denied entry into the U.S.

D. immigration officers are empowered to keep aliens out of the U.S.

17. According to the passage, which of the following statements is TRUE?

A. The President rarely declares a rejection of non-citizens from infected areas.

B. The U.S. is the only lucky country to have kept safe from a SARS attack.

C. The interests of the U.S. are given more legal protection than public health.

D. The Public Health Service Act has been brought into effect since April 4.

18. The phrase “a tall order” (Line 4, Para. 4) most probably means_____.

A. an ambitious plan

B. a difficult task

C. a careful arrangement

D. an illegal decision

19. The author would probably agree that_____.

A. a SARS hit could be escaped by means of strict monitoring of international travel

B. undocumented immigrants pose a serious threat to national security of U.S.

C. illegal aliens come into the U.S. with the help of complicated smuggling networks

D. American border strategy may fail to attain its goal of avoiding a SARS epidemic

20. The passage is primarily concerned with_____.

A. the threat of SARS to the national security of U.S.

B. the U.S. border strategy against SARS

C. the problems in U.S. national security

D. the crisis of a public health emergency



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


epidemic n.
 流行病

authorize v.
 批准

alien n.
 外侨

designate vt.
 指定

hinge on 取决于


难句译文


根据《公共卫生法案》，只要被确信患有特定的传染性疾病，任何人（包括公民）均可在国际入港处被隔离。





答案速查：



[image: 118]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章指出，时常吃脂肪含量过高的快餐食品、看电视和电脑使得孩子们养成久坐不动的习惯，加上科技的发展使人们每天消耗的热量大大减少，所有这一切都极可能大大缩短年轻一代的寿命，因此作者呼吁我们养成健康的生活习惯。


答案解析：


1. A　语义题。文章第二段第二句指出，电视和电脑使得孩子们养成了sedentary的生活方式，这和脂肪含量过高的快餐饮食一起可能意味着年轻人的过早死亡，再结合选项A（坐着不动）、B（吃太多）、C（刻苦学习）、D（被动思考）可知，只有A项最符合句意，故选A。如果知道sedentary意为“久坐不动的”，也可直接确定A为答案。

2. C　推断题。文章第四段提到，仅仅在英国，就有100多万16岁以下的儿童被归为超重或者肥胖，跟80年代中期相比翻了一番，由此推断，80年代中期16岁以下的超重或肥胖儿童应为50多万，故选C。第三段提到的男女腰围数据仅为英国的情况，故排除A、B两项；第四段最后没有提到南美洲和亚洲现在是否也有肥胖问题，故排除D。

3. D　细节题。文章第五段第二句指出，Prentice教授表示，导致我们体形变化的原因是高热量食物随处可见、随手可得，而科技的发展使得人们每天消耗的能量大大减少，符合此意的只有D。

4. B　推断题。文章第二段首句就指出糖尿病是由肥胖引起的病症，倒数第二段又提到，肥胖会增加癌症、中风和心脏病的发病几率，最后还说到心理疾病也与肥胖有关，但原文没有提到近视、高血压、头疼与肥胖的关系，所以B正确。

5. C　推断题。原文最后一句字面意思为：“所以，就让我们向油炸圈和汉堡包说不吧。”上文提到高热量的食物是导致肥胖的原因之一，而油炸圈和汉堡包正是高热量食物的典型代表，由此推断，作者的意图并非单纯要求禁止这些食物，更与节食无关，实际上是在呼吁人们要有健康的生活方式，所以C正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


有人认为国际性体育赛事为国家和民族之间营造了和平的氛围，但作者却认为情况恰好相反，目前的奥运会并未增进国家间的友谊。文章举例说明，国际性大赛鼓励了侵略性的爱国主义，并带来了国家以及民族之间更为激烈的竞争。


答案解析：


6. C　细节题。由题干中的recent Olympic Games可以定位到文章第一段第三句，该句指出，近年来的奥运会并没有支持体育增进国际友谊的观点，由此可知，近年来的奥运会并没有体现出什么国际友谊，所以C正确。

7. B　语义题。文章第二段第三句指出，失败一方确信自己的一个进球不应该被判无效，并认为对方的胜利是不公平的，再结合被考查句的字面意思“曲棍球和国际曲棍球联盟终结了”可以推断出，球队经理认为曲棍球比赛及其联盟被不公正的裁决给毁了，所以B正确。

8. A　推断题。文章第四段指出，只要运动以竞争的形式来进行，这种事情就会继续发生，而目前的奥林匹克组织还是极力鼓励那种过于强烈的爱国主义。此处的“这种事情”（incidents of this kind）指的就是上一段列举的篮球比赛的例子，推断可知，以篮球赛为例是为了说明队员在参赛时怀有过分的爱国精神，所以A正确。

9. C　推断题。文章第四段对前两段所举的例子进行了总结：只要运动以竞争的形式来进行，类似的体育纷争就还会发生，由此推断，国际体育比赛中的竞争会导致纷争的发生，进而妨碍国际友谊的发展，所以C正确。

10. A　推断题。这是一篇评论性文章，作者通过举例说明，现在鼓励侵略性爱国主义的奥运会组织有待改进，故选A。文章最后提到，建议运动员以个人形式或者非国家队的形式竞争，或许有点可望而不可及，由此可排除B；最后一段首句指出，只要运动以竞争的形式来进行，而不是出于对运动本身的热爱，体育纷争就会继续发生，可见作者认为比赛应该是出于对运动本身的热爱，故排除C；文章并未表明国际赛事会导致国家间的误会，故排除D。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章介绍了一个可以为在校大学生进行心理咨询的网站Ulifeline，该网站还可以帮助学校了解其学生的心理健康状况。文章指出，Ulifeline不能进行互动式的心理咨询，更不能取代真正的心理治疗，只能作为发现抑郁症迹象的辅助工具。


背景知识：


网络是一个信息交互的较佳途径。网上咨询和电话咨询、普通信件咨询、报刊专栏咨询、电台咨询等心理咨询途径比较起来，具有独特的优越性。但网上咨询的电子邮件形式不利于医生确诊，文字交流会使病情描述不详细，催眠疗法也无法实施；医生难以构造一个适宜患者治疗的环境，很难把握好“度”。然而，网上心理咨询的重点不在“治”，而在“听”和“解惑”，让患者放松，让患者更深刻地反思自身、发现问题。


答案解析：


11. D　推断题。文章第一段提到，Satow夫妇20岁的儿子寒假时在家里上吊自杀了，Satow夫妇不知道他们忽略了哪些迹象，因此开始通过询问其他学生来寻找答案；第二段开始提到，由此而生的是Ulifeline网站。推断可知，第一段举例的目的是引入文章讨论的主题，即Ulifeline，所以答案为D。

12. C　推断题。文章第二段最后提到，有超过120所大学利用该网站提供的资源，第三段则借助纽约大学咨询服务主任的话指出，该网站引起人们对自杀的重视，消除对精神疾病的污蔑，并鼓励人们寻求需要的帮助，由此推断，许多大学采用这个网站是为了鼓励学生寻求抑郁症等精神疾病方面的建议，所以C正确。

13. B　细节题。由文章第五段第一句指出，网站可以为大学生用户提供“询问艾丽丝”的访问链接，那是哥伦比亚大学开发的一个巨大的档案库，内含数百个对世界各地大学生匿名咨询的答复，由此可知，Go Ask Alice是一个答复世界各地学生健康咨询问题的档案库，所以答案为B。

14. A　推断题。文章第六段指出，Ulifeline承认它的服务不会代替真正的治疗，Ulifeline的执行董事认为，该网站的目的是找出人们是否有抑郁症的迹象，然后指导人们去正确的地方，由此推断，该网站固然可以提供咨询，但想要消除抑郁症状需要的是真正的治疗，所以A正确。

15. C　推断题。文章最后一段提到，Mrs. Satow称该网站为“知识库”，她认为这个网站或许能阻止她儿子的死亡，由此可知，Mrs. Satow非常认可Ulifeline这个网站，所以C正确。Mrs. Satow觉得，如果她儿子的朋友清楚抑郁症的征兆，他们可能就会发现些什么，但并没有说那些朋友会阻止她儿子自杀，故排除A。

Passage Four


文章精要：


美国政府将“非典”拒之门外的策略使美国没有遭受“非典”的直接袭击，但文章通过分析美国的边境管理指出，禁止传染病人进入美国从而避免“非典”其实很难做到，因为合法入境和非法移民很容易让美国政府的边境策略全面崩溃。


答案解析：


16. C　细节题。文章第二段第一句指出，按照联邦移民法，移民署有权拒绝那些被认定患有“危及（美国）公众健康的传染性疾病”的外国人进入美国，所以C正确。文章第一句提到，虽然美国现在没有SARS疫情出现，但是官方并没有掉以轻心，他们尽力杜绝SARS进入美国的一切机会，所以A错误；第三段首句提到，被认定患有特定传染性疾病的个人（包括本国公民在内）将在国际机场被隔离，而不是非本国公民才会被隔离，所以B错误；第二段提到，移民署的官员有权拒绝来自疫区的人入境，而不是所有外来人口，所以D错误。

17. A　推断题。文章第二段后两句指出，移民法也赋予美国总统权力，对有损美国利益的外来团体实施禁入，这种难得使用的权力可用来阻止来自疫区的外国人，由此可知，美国总统很少拒绝来自疫区的非本国公民入境，故选A。

18. B　语义题。文章第四段指出，尽管联邦医疗卫生机构仔细监测来自亚洲疫区的游客是否有“非典”症状，然而每天预计有两万五千人从亚洲合法进入美国，这人数显然很多，由此不难推断，要想将“非典”拒于美国国门之外绝非易事，所以B（艰巨的任务）正确。

19. D　推断题。文章倒数第三段末句提到，只要一个感染“非典”的人进入美国，美国的边境策略就失败了；倒数第二段末句提到，针对中国等国家实行旅行禁令是否实际还是个问题；文章末句提到，“非典”可能通过非法移民的后门很容易地进入美国，综合可知，作者认为美国将“非典”拒之门外的目标不一定能实现，所以D正确。文章没有表明所有非法移民均通过精心安排的走私网络进入美国，故排除C。

20. B　主旨题。文章首段即提到美国人将“非典”拒之门外的策略，接下来的几段主要论述这一策略很难做到，所以B正确。文章并没有提到“非典”与美国国家安全问题的关系，也没有提到公共健康紧急事件的危机，故排除A、C、D。

标准篇

Unit 3


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 447, Time: 10 mins

Many objects in daily use have clearly been influenced by science, but their form and function, their dimensions and appearance were determined by technologists, artisans, designers, inventors, and engineers—using nonscientific modes of thought. Many features and qualities of the objects that a technologist thinks about cannot be reduced to unambiguous verbal descriptions; they are dealt with in the mind by a visual, nonverbal process. ①In the development of Western technology, it has been nonverbal thinking, by and large, that has fixed the outlines and filled in the details; and rockets exist not because of geometry
 or thermodynamics（热力学）, but because they were first a picture in the minds of those who built them.


The creative shaping process of a technologist's mind can be seen in nearly every artifact that exists. For example, in designing a diesel engine, a technologist might impress individual ways of nonverbal thinking on the machine by continually using an intuitive sense of rightness and fitness. What would be the shape of the combustion chamber? Where should the valves be placed? Should it have a long or short piston? Such questions have a range of answers that are supplied by experience, by physical requirements, by limitations of available space, and not least by a sense of form. Some decisions, such as wall thickness and pin diameter, may depend on scientific calculations, but the nonscientific component of design remains primary.

Design courses, then, should be an essential element in engineering curricula. Nonverbal thinking, a central mechanism in engineering design, involves perceptions, the stock in trade of the artist, not the scientist. ②Because perceptive processes are not assumed to entail“hard thinking”, nonverbal thought is sometimes seen as a primitive stage in the development of cognitive processes and inferior to verbal or mathematical thought.
 ③But it is paradoxical
 that when the staff of the Historic American Engineering Record wished to have drawings made of machines and isometric（等比例的）views of industrial processes for its historical record of American engineering, the only college students with the requisite abilities were not engineering students, but rather students attending architectural schools.


④If courses in design, which in a strongly analytical
 engineering curriculum provide the background required for practical problem solving, are not provided, we can expect to encounter silly but costly errors occurring in advanced engineering systems.
 For example, early models of high-speed railroad cars loaded with high-tech controls were unable to operate in a snowstorm because the fan sucked snow into the electrical system. ⑤Absurd random failures that plague
 automatic control systems are not merely trivial
 aberrations（失常）; they are a reflection of the chaos that results when design is assumed to be primarily a problem in mathematics.


1. In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with_____.

A. identifying the kinds of thinking that are used by technologists

B. stressing the importance of nonverbal thinking in engineering design

C. proposing a new role for nonscientific thinking in the development of technology

D. criticizing engineering schools for emphasizing science in engineering curricula

2. What can we infer from the first two paragraphs?

A. When a machine like a rotary engine malfunctions, it is the best equipped technologist who repairs it.

B. A telephone is a complex instrument designed by technologists, using only nonverbal thought.

C. The designer of a new refrigerator should consider the designs of other refrigerators before deciding on its final form.

D. The distinctive features of a suspension bridge reflect its designer's nonscientific modes of thought.

3. It can be inferred that the author thinks engineering curricula are_____.

A. strengthened when they include courses in design

B. strong because nonverbal thinking is still emphasized by most of the courses

C. strong despite the errors made in the development of automatic control systems

D. strong despite the absence of nonscientific modes of thinking

4. Which of the following does the author seem to be in agreement with?

A. Mathematical thinking is essential to any design course.

B. Nonverbal thinking has its advantage over other perceptive processes.

C. Engineering design demands scientific thought.

D. Artists play a primitive role in engineering design.

5. The example of the early models of high-speed railroad cars is used to_____.

A. weaken the point that math is a necessary part of the study of design

B. support the idea that errors in modern engineering systems are likely to increase

C. illustrate the topic that courses in design are the most effective cost-reducing means

D. exemplify the thesis that inadequate attention to nonscientific design may result in poor design



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


geometry n.
 几何学

paradoxical adj.
 荒谬的

analytical adj.
 分析的，解析的

plague vt.
 困扰

trivial adj.
 微不足道的


难句译文


①大体上，在西方技术的发展过程中，非语言的思考已经形成了大概轮廓并且规定了详细细节，火箭的存在不是因为有几何学或是热力学，而是因为它们首先存在于那些建造火箭的人的头脑之中。

②因为感知过程并不一定要求“努力思考”，所以非语言思维有时被认为是认知发展过程的原始阶段，比语言或者数学思维的阶段低一级。

③但是荒谬的是，当美国工程学历史记录人员希望得到美国工程学历史记录的机械绘图和工业程序的等比图时，具备必要能力的大学生不是工程学院的学生，而是建筑学院的学生。

④设计课在分析性很强的工程课程中提供解决实际问题需要的背景，如果没有提供设计课，我们就可能在先进的工程体系里酿成愚蠢而且代价极大的错误。

⑤那些莫名其妙影响自动控制系统的随机错误不仅是小小的失常，它们反映了当设计被认为主要是数学问题时而产生的混乱。



Passage Two

Words: 440, Time: 10 mins

European farm ministers have ended three weeks of negotiations with a deal which they claim represents genuine
 reform of the common agricultural policy (CAP). Will it be enough to kick start the Doha world trade negotiations?

On the face of it, the deal agreed in the early hours of Thursday June 26th looks promising. Most subsidies linked to specific farm products are, at last, to be broken—the idea is to replace these with a direct payment to farmers, unconnected to particular products. Support prices for several key products, including milk and butter, are to be cut—that should mean European prices eventually falling towards the world market level. Cutting the link between subsidy and production was the main objective of proposals put forward by Mr. Fischler, which had formed the starting point for the negotiations.

The CAP is hugely unpopular around the world. It subsidizes European farmers to such an extent that they can undercut farmers from poor countries, who also face trade barriers that largely exclude them from the potentially lucrative
 European market. Farm trade is also a key feature of the Doha round of trade talks, launched under the auspices（主办）of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in November 2001. Developing countries have lined up alongside a number of industrial countries to demand an end to the massive subsidies Europe pays its farmers. Several Doha deadlines have already been missed because of the EU's intransigence（不让步）, and the survival of the talks will be at risk if no progress is made by September, when the world's trade ministers meet in Cancùn, Mexico.


But now even the French seem to have gone along with the deal hammered out in Luxembourg—up to a point, anyway. The package of measures gives the green light to the most eager reformers to move fast to implement
 the changes within their own countries. But there is an escape clause of sorts for the French and other reform-averse nations. They can delay implementation for up to two years. There is also a suggestion that the reforms might not apply where there is a chance that they would lead to a reduction in land under cultivation.

These let-outs are potentially damaging for Europe's negotiators in the Doha round. They could significantly reduce the cost savings that the reforms might otherwise generate and, in turn, keep European expenditure
 on farm support unacceptably high by world standards. More generally, the escape clauses could undermine the reforms by encouraging the suspicion that the new package will not deliver the changes that its supporters claim. Close analysis of what is inevitably a very complicated package might confirm the skeptics' fears.

6. The deal agreed on Thursday looks promising in that_____.

A. European farm ministers finally reached a consensus

B. the link between farm products and subsidies is removed

C. farmers would definitely accept the direct payment to them

D. European farm products will reach a lower price level than the world average

7. It can be inferred from the third paragraph that_____.

A. farmers from poor countries were put at an advantage by CAP

B. the deal will be a key subject of debate in Doha round of trade talks

C. the deal was probably a result of pressure from other countries

D. the world's trade ministers will resist the new deal reached recently

8. In what case might the escape clauses apply in reform-averse nations?

A. Farmers lose their interest in farming.

B. Reforms have to be delayed for up to two years.

C. Implementation of the measures goes too eagerly.

D. The measures damage the reformers' confidence.

9. The new package of measures is inevitably a complicated one due to_____.

A. European negotiators' loss of confidence

B. high expenditure on farm support

C. escape clauses for some European countries

D. suspicion of the new package

10. What is the passage mainly about?

A. A promising new deal.

B. Doha world trade negotiations.

C. World's anger against Europe.

D. Doomed reforms of CAP.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


genuine adj.
 真正的

lucrative adj.
 赚钱的

implement vt.
 实现

expenditure n.
 支出，花费


难句译文


由于欧洲拒不让步，多哈会谈的最终期限已错过，如果世界各国贸易部长们9月在墨西哥的坎坤会谈前还没有任何进展，会谈就有可能失败。



Passage Three

Words: 405, Time: 9.5 mins

A sign that Hispanics will dominate California's future is that a university study has found the ethnic accounted for nearly half of all births in the state by the end of the last decade. Hispanic mothers had 247,796 of the 521,265 children born in California in 1998, or 47.5 percent, according to the University of California at Los Angeles study released in December 2001. Non-Hispanic Whites had 33.9 percent, followed by Asians and Pacific Islanders with 10.7 percent. Blacks represented 6.8 percent of births and American Indians had 0.5 percent of all births. California's future economic health depends upon those Hispanics, who soon will be the majority of young adults and hence
 the working force, says David Hayes-Bautista, director of the Center for the Study of Latino Health and Culture at UCLA.

The study, based on state health department statistics, confirms the ethnic shift that made 2001 the year California officially lost its White majority. The U.S. Census showed that Hispanics made up nearly a third while non-Hispanic Whites slipped to less than half of the state's total population of 33.9 million. California's experience is part of a “sea change” in the United States, where 23 states already have Hispanics as their largest ethnic minority. Dr. Harry Pachon says, “Hispanics are becoming more prominent in everything from movies to politics, and that is good for the state. If there was no penetration of social and political institutions, then you would have an isolated minority and that's a recipe
 for social unrest. On the other hand, by the third generation, one of every two Hispanics have married outside of their ethnic group. There's a Latinization of America but there's also an Americanization of Latinos. By third generation, a lot of them are losing their Spanish; they prefer American NFL to soccer.”


Overall
 , nearly 65 percent of all Hispanic mothers were immigrants, ranking them second to Asian and Pacific Islanders at more than 84 percent. The babies tend to grow up healthy as well. Studies have shown that at virtually all stages of life, Hispanics, at least in California, Arizona and Texas, tended to suffer fewer major health problems, such as heart attacks, cancer and strokes, than other ethnic groups, Hayes-Bautista noted. Only about 15 percent of Hispanic mothers were 19 years old or younger. By comparison, nearly 17 percent of Blacks and 19 percent of American Indians were teenagers. Non-Hispanic Whites had a figure of nearly 7 percent.

11. How many percent of babies were born by Hispanic mothers in California in 1998?

A. 50%.

B. 47.5%.

C. 33.9%.

D. 10.7%.

12. David Hayes-Bautista believes that_____.

A. Hispanics will become the backbone of future Californian economy

B. the White culture will dominate California's future

C. the state government should keep control on the population growth

D. the population distribution should be somehow re-arranged

13. In California before 2001, _____.

A. Hispanics were fewer than any other ethnic group

B. non-Hispanic Whites gradually became minority

C. non-Hispanic Whites were the largest group by number

D. one third of the population was Asian

14. Which of the following statements is Dr. Harry Pachon most likely to agree with?

A. It's good that Hispanics are more involved in politics.

B. Social unrest is more likely to occur when one ethnic group becomes overpowering.

C. Hispanics are more likely to marry within their own ethnic group.

D. Latinization of America is taking place faster than the Americanization of Latinos.

15. What can be inferred from the last paragraph?

A. Nearly all Hispanic mothers were immigrants.

B. Hispanic babies all over the U.S. were typically healthier than other babies.

C. Non-Hispanic white mothers were least likely to be teenagers.

D. Nearly 19 percent of black mothers were teenagers.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


hence adv.
 因此

recipe n.
 处方

overall adv.
 总的说来；大体上



Passage Four

Words: 411, Time: 9.5 mins

It is all very well to blame traffic congestion, the cost of petrol and the hectic pace of modern life, but manners on the roads are becoming deplorable. Everybody knows that the nicest men become monsters behind the wheel. It is all very well again to have a tiger in the tank, but to have one in the driver's seat is another kettle of fish altogether
 . You might tolerate
 the odd road hog, but nowadays the well-mannered motorist is the exception to the rule. Perhaps the situation calls for a “Be Kind to Other Drivers” campaign, otherwise it may get completely out of hand.

Road courtesy
 is not only good manners, but good sense too. It takes the most levelheaded and good-tempered of drivers to resist the temptation to retaliate
 when subjected to uncivilized behavior. On the other hand, a little courtesy goes a long way towards relieving the tensions and frustrations of motoring. A friendly nod or a wave of acknowledgement in response to an act of courtesy helps to create an atmosphere of goodwill and tolerance so necessary in modern traffic conditions. But such acknowledgements of courtesy are all too rare today. Many drivers nowadays don't even seem able to recognize courtesy when they see it.

Contrary to general opinion, young drivers (especially sports-car owners, who take pride in their driving) have better manners than their seniors. But this attitude is short-lived in the world of modern driving where many drivers neither expect nor give any quarter. This may be a commendable trait on the battlefield but is out of place on the roads.

Lorry drivers say they have almost abandoned the practice of signaling cars to overtake
 when the road is clear, because many of the cars took too long to pass. Their drivers couldn't be bothered to select a lower gear. Others, after overtaking, slowed down again and hogged the road. Again, a motoring magazine has recently drawn attention to the increasing number of drivers who never wait for gaps.

“They manufacture them by force, using their direction indicators as a threat rather than a warning.” Slanting matches and even punch-ups are quite common. It can't be long before we hear of pistols
 and knives being used: we can then call our dual
 carriageways, and solve a spelling problem in the process. Driving is essentially a state of mind. However technically skilled a driver may be, he can't be an advanced motorist if he is always arrogant
 and aggressive.

16. What does the author mean by saying “another kettle of fish altogether” (Line 4, Para. 1)?

A. Completely another awkward and difficult situation.

B. Another net of fish being put together.

C. Completely another kind of tiger.

D. Completely another kind of driver.

17. According to the author, if the drivers continue to be bad-mannered, the traffic situation may _____.

A. become less tolerable

B. become out of order completely

C. get out of control completely

D. get ready completely

18. Road courtesy is good sense because_____.

A. it minimizes friction

B. most drivers never make acknowledgements

C. it cuts down the number of drivers

D. most drivers will hit others while being offended

19. According to the passage, a common example of bad manners on the roads is_____.

A. always signaling while overtaking

B. that the drivers couldn't be bothered to select a lower gear

C. preventing other vehicles from overtaking

D. making holes in the roads on purpose

20. According to the author, discourtesy on the roads is caused primarily by_____.

A. too many vehicles on the roads

B. the way people have to rush around nowadays

C. the aggressiveness of most drivers

D. too many pedestrians walking around



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


tolerate vt.
 容忍

courtesy n.
 礼貌

retaliate v.
 报复

overtake vt.
 赶上

pistol n.
 手枪

dual adj.
 双的，重的

arrogant adj.
 傲慢的





答案速查：



[image: 129]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章主要论述非语言思考在工程设计中的重要性。有人认为非语言思考是认知过程的原始阶段，但事实却与之相反，非语言思维比其他思维过程更有优势，如果不注重非语言思考，就可能导致工程设计失败。


答案解析：


1. B　主旨题。文章第一段提到，技术专家思考对象的很多特点和性质都是无法用语言来描述的，是通过大脑中形象的、非语言的过程来完成的，后面分别以柴油发动机和机械绘图为例，说明非语言思维在设计中的重要性，再结合文章中反复出现的nonverbal thinking（非语言思维）和（engineering）design（工程设计）可知，文章主要论述的就是非语言思维在工程设计中的重要性，所以B正确。

2. D　推断题。文章第一段首句指出，日常生活中有很多东西都受到科学的影响，但是它们的形状、功能、尺寸和外观都是由技术专家、艺术家、设计师、发明者和工程师利用非科学思维方式决定的；第二段第一句也提到，技术专家的创造性设想过程体现在几乎所有设计出的物品中。综合可知，设计人员设计出的物品可以反映他们的非科学性思维方式，因此一座吊桥与众不同的特色应该能反映其设计者的非科学性思维方式，所以D正确。

3. A　推断题。文章第三段第一句指出，设计课程应该成为工程学的基础课程，由此可知，作者认为，如果工程学课程包含了设计课程，那么工程学课程就会得到加强，所以A正确。

4. B　推断题。文章第三段指出，因为人们认为理解过程不需要认真思考，所以非语言思维有时被看成是认知过程的原始阶段，然而矛盾的是，制作机械绘图和工业程序的等比图时，具备必要能力的大学生不是工程专业的学生，而是建筑学院的学生，由此推断，作者认为非语言思维比其他思维过程更有优势，所以B正确。

5. D　推断题。文章最后一段首句指出，设计课需要在分析性很强的工程课程中提供解决实际问题的背景，如果没有提供设计课，我们就可能在先进的工程体系中酿成愚蠢而且代价极大的错误，由此推断，不注重非科学性设计，就可能导致设计失败，而早期高速铁路车厢的设计就是失败的例子，所以D正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


欧洲共同农业政策因为给予欧洲农民大量补贴，以致损害了其他国家，特别是贫穷国家农民的利益，所以欧洲农业部长们对此进行商议，并一致决定要对欧洲共同农业政策进行改革。


答案解析：


6. B　细节题。文章第二段指出，星期四达成的协议看起来很有希望，大多数和特定农产品相关联的补贴最后都将被废除，取而代之的是直接支付给农民钱，由此可知，消除农产品和补贴的关联是谈判协议看起来有希望的原因，所以B正确。

7. C　推断题。文章第三段倒数第二句指出，发展中国家已经和许多工业国家联合起来，要求欧洲停止支付给其农民巨额补贴，结合上文推断可知，这可能就是欧洲各农业部长达成协议、计划取消农产品补贴的原因，即协议很可能是其他国家压力下的产物，所以C正确。

8. A　推断题。文章第四段提到，法国和其他反对改革的国家有某种例外条款，据此他们可以将改革的执行推迟两年，这意味着如果改革有可能导致耕地的减少，改革就可能不会进行，推断可知，如果取消农产品补贴的改革会使农民失去对耕作的兴趣，进而导致耕地面积的减少，法国等反对改革的国家就会利用例外条款推迟改革，所以A正确。

9. C　细节题。文章最后指出，例外条款可能促使人们怀疑新的一揽子措施不会像其支持者声称的那样推动改变，进而破坏改革，一揽子措施已经不可避免地非常复杂了，对其进行仔细分析可能会确认怀疑者的疑虑，由此可知，是例外条款使一揽子措施显得非常复杂，所以C正确。

10. D　主旨题。文章第一段提到，欧洲各农业部长完成了为期三周的关于欧洲农业政策改革的谈判，第二段介绍了谈判达成的协议，第三段说明欧洲农业政策的不受欢迎和谈判的艰难，最后又说明例外条款给欧洲农业政策改革带来的问题，综合可知，文章主要论述了欧洲农业政策改革注定会无果而终，所以D正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


研究人员通过调查发现，加州的西班牙裔白人越来越多，并会逐渐成为加州经济增长的主力。文章指出西班牙裔白人将在美国社会的各个领域变得越来越重要，而在美国拉丁化的同时，拉丁美洲人也在美国化。


答案解析：


11. B　细节题。由题干中的California和1998定位到文章第一段第二句：根据加利福尼亚大学洛杉矶分校2001年12月发布的研究，1998年西班牙裔产妇生的孩子占加州新生儿总数的47.5%，所以B正确。

12. A　细节题。文章第一段最后一句指出，加利福尼亚大学洛杉矶分校的David认为，加利福尼亚未来经济的健康发展要靠那些西班牙裔青年，由此可知，David认为西班牙裔青年将成为加州未来经济的骨干，所以A正确。

13. C　推断题。文章第二段第一句指出，2001年，加州的白人不再是人数最多的种族群体，美国人口普查表明，西班牙裔人占到全州人口的近三分之一，而非西班牙裔白人的人数则跌落至不到总人口的一半，推断可知，开始所说的白人特指非西班牙裔白人，即非西班牙裔白人原本是加州人数最多的种族群体，所以C正确。

14. A　推断题。文章第二段指出，Harry认为，西班牙裔人在社会各个领域逐渐变得更加重要，这对加州来说是一件好事情，因为如果某个少数民族群体在社会和政治机构中缺乏代言人，那么就很容易导致社会的动荡，推断可知，Harry很可能认为西班牙裔人更多地参与政治是好事，所以A正确。

15. C　推断题。由文章最后一段最后两句可知，只有15%的西班牙裔产妇年龄为19岁或更小，而接近17%的黑人产妇和19%的美国印第安产妇是十几岁的少女，非西班牙裔白人产妇中只有7%是十几岁的少女，该比例和其他种族相比是最低的，所以C正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


良好的驾驶态度是非常重要的，但现在道路上的不礼貌行为比比皆是。文章列出了司机们的种种不礼貌行为，并在最后提到，从本质上讲，驾驶体现了一种心理状态，如果一个司机总是高傲好斗，他就绝不是一个优秀的驾驶者。


答案解析：


16. A　语义题。原句意为“倘若老虎待在笼子里也还好说，但让老虎来驾驶则是another kettle of fish altogether”，结合句中的but可知，此处应表示不好的情况，只有A（完全是另一种尴尬和困难的情形）与原文相符。如果清楚固定搭配kettle of fish意为“难办的事，尴尬的局面”，也可确定答案为A。

17. C　推断题。文章第一段最后一句提到，可能这种情况需要发起一场“友善对待其他司机”的运动，否则局势就可能完全失控，再结合上文可知，此处表明的是如果司机在驾驶时继续那么没有礼貌，交通状况就会完全失控，所以C正确。

18. A　推断题。文章第二段指出，公路礼貌不仅仅是好的举止，还包括好的意识，好的意识能让头脑冷静的和好脾气的司机抵制报复不文明行为的诱惑，同时能减少驾驶过程中的压力和不满，由此推断，公路礼貌还包括好的意识是因为好的意识能减少行车冲突的发生，因此A正确。

19. B　细节题。文章倒数第二段列举了司机在道路上不够礼貌的例子，其中就包括有些司机连换个低档都嫌麻烦，所以B正确。该段首句提到，卡车司机在超车时几乎都不打指示灯，所以排除A；该段提到，有些司机在超车后就把车速降下来，占着车道，但是并没有提到阻止其他司机超车，所以排除C；D项文中并未提及，也应排除。

20. C　推断题。由文章最后一句可知，无论一个司机的技术有多好，如果他总是傲慢和好斗的，那他就不会成为一个优秀的驾驶者，由此推断，作者认为傲慢与好斗是造成不礼貌驾驶的根源，所以C正确。

Unit 4


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 408, Time: 9.5 mins

The annual Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup poll of attitudes towards public education released
 this week found that a majority of Americans feel it is important to put a “qualified, competent teacher in every classroom”. Bob Chase, president of the National Education Association (NEA), the main teachers' union, wasted no time in pointing out that this will require raising teachers' salaries so that more qualified candidates will enter the profession and stay there. A study by two economists suggests that the quality of America's teachers has more to do with how they are paid rather than how much.


The pay of American public school teachers is not based on any measure of performance; instead, it is determined by a rigid formula based on experience and years of schooling, factors massively unimportant in deciding how well students do.
 The uniform pay scale invites what economists call adverse selection. Since the most talented teachers are also likely to be good at other professions, they have a strong incentive to leave education for jobs in which pay is more closely linked to productivity. For dullards（笨蛋）, the incentives are just the opposite. The data are striking: when test scores are used as a proxy（代替物）for ability, the brightest individuals shun the teaching profession at every juncture

 . Clever students are the least likely to choose education as a major at university.

Among students who do major in education, those with higher test scores are less likely to become teachers. And among individuals who enter teaching, those with the highest test scores are the most likely to leave the profession early. The study takes into consideration the effects of a nationwide 20% real increase in teacher salaries during the 1980s. It concludes that it had no appreciable effect on overall teacher quality, in large part because schools do a poor job of recruiting and selecting the best teachers. Also, even if higher salaries lure
 more qualified candidates into the profession, the overall effect on quality may be offset
 by mediocre
 teachers who choose to postpone retirement.

The study also takes aim at teacher training. Every state requires that teachers be licensed, a process that can involve up to two years of education classes, even for those who have a university degree or a graduate degree in the field they would like to teach. Inevitably, this system does little to lure in graduates of top universities or professionals who would like to enter teaching at mid-career.

1. What can we learn from the passage?

A. NEA is the largest society for teachers.

B. The pay of American teachers is based on their performance.

C. Some teachers in the U.S. are not qualified enough.

D. How much the teachers are paid is the most important factor.

2. According to the passage, the reason why clever students refuse to enter the teaching profession is _____.

A. it offers low pay

B. they have interest in other professions

C. it does not value productivity

D. it uses poor recruiting strategies

3. “The data are striking: when...the brightest individuals shun the teaching profession at every juncture” (Lines 7~9, Para. 2) means_____.

A. students doing well in study are willing to take teaching as a career

B. students doing well in study can't avoid choosing teaching as a career

C. students doing well in study are reluctant to be teachers

D. students doing well in study are not reluctant to be teachers

4. Increase in teacher salaries did not turn out so effective mainly because_____.

A. schools did a poor job of choosing teachers

B. mediocre teachers always postpone retirement

C. the salaries were not attractive enough

D. teachers didn't have equal opportunities

5. We can conclude from the passage that_____.

A. training is necessary for those who want to become a good teacher

B. those who want to become teachers in the U.S. have to be licensed

C. many graduates of top universities would like to enter teaching

D. there is an annual increase in teacher salaries in the U.S.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


release vt.
 发布

juncture n.
 接合点

lure vt.
 引诱

offset vt.
 抵消；弥补

mediocre adj.
 平庸的


难句译文


美国公立学校教师的工资并不是根据其表现来衡量的，相反，是由经验和教学年限的硬性规则所确定的，而这些因素在决定学生表现好坏时并不重要。



Passage Two

Words: 408, Time: 9.5 mins

Do you really have to ask? Open your eyes. The problem isn't that the next mass murderer may be sitting right next to you, sleeping in your house, eating at your table, giving you every signal of desperation a person can give. The problem is you don't want to see it. How else could a child become a psychologically twisted and emotionally alienated mass murderer, unnoticed by everyone? Nobody gets that far gone without anyone noticing. We all recognize behavior that raises our concern.

We all know when someone is exceeding just weird
 . We see it happening and yet we ignore it, because if we don't, we'll have to take responsibility for doing something about it. We go to movies filled with violent portrayals of ourselves more as animals than as humans. We know it is the wrong message, but we ignore it, because if we don't, we'll have to take responsibility for doing something about it.

We watch television shows that portray us as vapid
 , meaningless cretins（白痴）incapable of intelligence or kindness. We know it is the wrong message, but we ignore it, because if we don't, we'll have to take responsibility for doing something about it. We clap our hands and stamp our feet to the beat of songs whose lyrics
 would, if we saw them written on a piece of paper, scare the hell out of us. We know it is the wrong message, but we ignore it, because if we don't, we'll have to take responsibility for doing something about it. We trust movie stars whom we have confused with their movie roles when they tell us that owning handguns is patriotic
 . We know handguns serve only one purpose—to rid human beings of their lives, but we ignore it, because if we don't, we'll have to take responsibility for doing something about it.

We read books that tell us discipline equals love. So we demonstrate our “love” by suffocating（使窒息）our kids with a million rules and regulations. Instead of respecting them as individuals, we control them. Instead of getting to know them, we criticize everything they say and do. Instead of loving them unconditionally, we judge them. Children who are loved and respected are not emotionally alienated. Children who are loved and respected do not murder people. As parents, teachers, and human beings, we are responsible for the messages we send, the violence we condone（宽恕）, and the children we raise.

6. Which of the following is the main idea of the passage?

A. The youngsters should be given more freedom.

B. Society should take great care of its influence.

C. Parents should face squarely their due obligations.

D. Family should create a more lenient environment.

7. What does the expression “vapid” (Line 1, Para. 3) mean?

A. Amusing.

B. Dull.

C. Interesting.

D. Multiplicate.

8. Which of the following could be learned from the passage?

A. Children seem contented with the way they are treated.

B. Celebrities are permitted to possess weapons.

C. Apathy attitudes cultivate lonely youngsters.

D. Defamed characters are banned in mass media.

9. Why does the author use quotation marks (Line 1, Para. 4) to refer to love?

A. Because love is always hidden behind strict rules and regulations.

B. Because kids can't appreciate their parents' affection yet.

C. Because there is an evident generation gap in interpreting it.

D. Because such love does more harm than benefit to the kids.

10. The function of the last paragraph is to_____.

A. reiterate the compulsory parental responsibility

B. concede the underpaid attention to the children

C. reveal the hidden factors of children's problems

D. suggest proper ways to improve family relations



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


weird adj.
 怪异的

lyric n.
 歌词

patriotic adj.
 爱国的



Passage Three

Words: 443, Time: 10 mins

Opinion polls are now beginning to show that, whoever is to blame and whatever happens from now on, high unemployment is probably here to stay. This means we shall have to find ways of sharing the available employment more widely.

But we need to go further. We must ask some fundamental
 questions about the future work. Should we continue to treat employment as the norm? Should we not rather encourage many ways for self-respecting people to work? Should we not create conditions in which many of us can work for ourselves, rather than for an employer? Should we not aim to revive
 the household and the neighborhood, as well as the factory and the office, as centers of production and work?

The industrial age has been the only period of human history in which most people's work has taken the form of jobs. The industrial age may now be coming to an end, and some of the changes in work patterns which it brought may have to be reversed. This seems a daunting
 thought. But, in fact, it could offer the prospect of a better future for work. Universal employment, as its history shows, has not meant economic freedom.


Employment became widespread when the enclosures of the 17th and 18th centuries made many people dependent on paid work by depriving
 them of the use of the land, and thus of the means to provide a living for themselves.
 Then the factory system destroyed the cottage industries and removed work from people's homes. Later, as transport improved, first by rail and then by road, people commuted
 longer distances to their places of employment until, eventually, many people's work lost all connection with their home lives and the places in which they live.

Meanwhile, employment put women at a disadvantage. In pre-industrial times, men and women had shared the productive work of the household and village community. Now it became customary for the husband to go out to paid employment, leaving the unpaid work of the home and families to his wife. Tax and benefit regulations still assume this norm today, and restrict more flexible sharing of work roles between the sexes.

It was not only women whose work status suffered. As employment became the dominant form of work, young people and old people were excluded—a problem now, as more teenagers become frustrated at school and more retired people want to live active lives. All this may now have to change.

The time has certainly come to switch
 some effort and resources away from the idealist goal of creating jobs for all, to the urgent practical task of helping many people to manage without full-time jobs.

11. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. Employment became widespread in the 17th and 18th centuries.

B. Unemployment will remain a major problem for industrialized nations.

C. The industrial age may now be coming to an end.

D. Some efforts should be devoted to helping more people cope with unemployment.

12. It can be inferred from the passage that_____.

A. most people polled believe the problem of unemployment may not be solved within a short period of time

B. many farmers lost their land when new railways and factories were being constructed

C. in pre-industrial societies housework and community service were mainly carried out by women

D. some of the changes in work pattern that the industrial age brought have been reversed

13. What does the word “daunting” (Line 4, Para. 3) mean?

A. Shocking.

B. Interesting.

C. Confusing.

D. Stimulating.

14. Which of the following contributes to the spread of employment?

A. Relief from housework on the part of women.

B. The development of farms.

C. The enclosures of the 17th and 18th centuries.

D. The appearance of office work.

15. Which of the following is suggested as a possible means to cope with the current situation?

A. Treat employment as the norm.

B. Help people to manage without full-time jobs.

C. Find suitable jobs for everyone.

D. Accept the fact of unemployment.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


fundamental adj.
 基础的，基本的

revive v.
 （使）苏醒，复兴

deprive vt.
 剥夺，使丧失

commute v.
 通勤

switch vt.
 转换，转变


难句译文


由于17和18世纪的圈地运动，很多人丧失了土地的使用权，因而丧失了自己的谋生途径，雇佣便开始流行起来，很多人都依靠工作报酬维持生活。



Passage Four

Words: 422, Time: 10 mins

Women's rights establish the same social, economic and political status for women as for men. Women's rights guarantee that women will not face discrimination on the basis of their sex. Until the second half of the 20th century, women in most societies were denied some of the legal and political rights accorded to men. Although women in much of the world have gained significant
 legal rights, many people believe that women still do not have complete political, economic, and social equality with men.

Throughout much of the history of Western civilization, deep-seated cultural beliefs allowed women only limited roles in society. Many people believed that women's natural roles were as mothers and wives. These people considered women to be better suited for childbearing and homemaking rather than for involvement in the public life of business or politics. Widespread belief that women were intellectually inferior to men led most societies to limit women's education to learning domestic skills. Well educated, upper-class men controlled most positions of employment and power in society.

Until the 19th century, the denial
 of equal rights to women met with only occasional protest and drew little attention from most people. Because most women lacked the educational and economic resources that would enable them to challenge the prevailing social order, women generally accepted their inferior status as their only option. At this time, women shared these disadvantages with the majority of working class men, as many social, economic, and political rights were restricted to the wealthy elite. In the late 18th century, in an attempt to remedy
 these inequalities among men, political theorists and philosophers asserted
 that all men were created equal and therefore were entitled to equal treatment under the law.
 In the 19th century, as governments in Europe and North America began to draft new laws guaranteeing equality among men, significant numbers of women—and some men—began to demand that women be accorded equal rights as well.

At the same time, the Industrial Revolution in Europe and North America further divided the roles of men and women. Before the Industrial Revolution most people worked in farming or crafts-making, both of which took place in or near the home. Men and women usually divided the numerous
 tasks among themselves and their children. Industrialization led male workers to seek employment outside of the home in factories and other large-scale enterprises. The growing split between home and work reinforced
 the idea that women's rightful place was in the home, while men belonged in the public world of employment and politics.

16. What can we infer from the first paragraph?

A. Women's rights only set up the same social, economic, and political status for women.

B. Women's rights guarantee that women will not face discrimination on the basis of their ages.

C. It was not until the second half of the 20th century that most women had some legal and political rights.

D. It is believed that most women still do not have complete rights in different aspects.

17. Which of the following statements is TRUE about the situation in the 19th century?

A. Women had the same social status as most working class men.

B. Wealthy people controlled all social, economic and political rights.

C. Some governments drafted laws ensuring equality among men.

D. Most women took the role of full-time housekeeper.

18. The word “reinforce” (Line 7, Para. 4) can probably be replaced by _____.

A. strengthen

B. fortify

C. swell

D. aggravate

19. Up to Industrialization, women_____.

A. had more equality than ever before

B. became much closer to the equality

C. were required to engage in social activities

D. were generally believed to be in the home

20. Which of the followings is the best title for the passage?

A. The Reason for Women's Rights.

B. The History of Women's Rights.

C. Women's Rights in the Early Stage of 20th Century.

D. Women's Rights in the Late of 19th Century.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


significant adj.
 重大的，重要的

denial n.
 否认；拒绝

remedy vt.
 治疗；纠正

assert v.
 断言，声称

numerous adj.
 众多的，无数的


难句译文


18世纪后期，为了消除人与人之间的不平等，政治理论家和哲学家宣称，所有人生而平等，因此法律面前人人平等。





答案速查：



[image: 140]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章论述了美国公立学校教师整体水平不高的原因。专家指出，想要吸引更多更有能力的人加入教师队伍不仅需要提高教师的工资，更需要改革工资的评定方式。正是因为教师得到的工资与其能力不成比例，才使得真正有能力的人大多不愿去当教师。


答案解析：


1. C　推断题。文章开头提到，调查表明，大部分美国人都认为给每个班级分配一个有能力的教师很重要，文章接下来反复提到有能力的人大多不愿做教师，再结合dullards（笨蛋）、mediocre（平庸的）等用于形容现任教师的词可知，在美国有些教师不够格，所以C正确。A、B、D三项可根据文章第一段第二句、第二段第一句和第一段最后一句加以排除。

2. C　推断题。文章第二段第三句指出，最有才能的教师从事其他职业也可能会很出色，因此他们很有可能离开教育行业，去选择收入跟工作能力更为紧密相关的工作，这同样可以解释聪明的学生不愿当教师的原因，即教师的工资不取决于个人的工作能力，故选C。

3. C　语义题。被考查句意为：“数据很惊人……最聪明的人在每一个转折点都会避开老师这个职业”，再结合下一句提到的“聪明的学生上大学时最不可能选择教育专业”推断可知，学习好的学生不愿意成为教师，故选C。

4. A　细节题。文章第三段提到，工资上涨20%并没有对整体教师质量起到实质影响，在很大程度上是因为学校在招募和挑选最好的教师这方面做得不好，因此A正确。B（普通老师推迟了退休）是可能的原因，但并不是主要原因，故排除；C（工资不太有吸引力）、D（老师没有公平的机会）与题目无关，也应排除。

5. B　细节题。文章最后一段提到，美国每个州都要求教师必须要有许可证，这就需要经过长达两年的教育培训，因此B正确。A、D两项文章并未提及，故排除；文章最后提到，不可避免地，这项制度也不会吸引那些著名高校的毕业生从事教学，因此排除C。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，我们每天都会发现有些不好的行为会引起我们的注意，可我们却忽略了它们。此外我们还会以错误的方式对待孩子，并最终导致有的孩子成为杀人犯。因此文章呼吁，我们要对自己传达的信息、宽恕的暴力和抚养的孩子负责。


答案解析：


6. B　主旨题。文章第一段提到，我们都会发现引起我们注意的行为，问题在于我们不愿去看到它们；接下来分别以电影、电视、歌曲、明星和教育孩子为例，说明我们对错误的信息视而不见，是因为如果不这样我们就有责任做些什么；文章最后指出，作为家长、老师，作为人类，我们应该对我们传达的信息、宽恕的暴力和抚养的孩子负责。综合可知，文章主要说明社会应该特别注意自身的影响，所以B正确。

7. B　语义题。第三段第一句指出，电视节目把我们描绘成vapid、无意义的白痴，由此可见vapid和meaningless一起修饰“白痴”，应表贬义，四个选项A（有趣的）、B（乏味的）、C（有趣的）、D（多样的）中，只有B能与“白痴”搭配表示贬义，故选B。

8. C　推断题。文章倒数第三句指出，被关爱和尊重的孩子不会在情感上感到疏远，即不被关爱和尊重的孩子在情感上是孤立的，由此推断，冷漠的态度会使青少年感到孤独，所以C正确。A、D两项文章并未提及，故排除；文中举例说明电影角色告诉我们持枪是爱国的表现，但并没有说允许名人持有手枪，所以B错误。

9. D　推断题。文章最后一段指出，我们从书上了解到纪律等同于爱，于是给了孩子太多的约束和规定，认为那就是爱，而那种爱给孩子带来的是伤害而不是幸福，由此推断，将爱（love）用引号标注是为了强调那是带给孩子伤害的所谓的爱，所以D正确。

10. B　推断题。最后一段指出，我们给孩子们强加了太多的规定和约束，我们没有把他们作为个体来尊重，而是加以控制，我们没有去了解他们，而是批评他们所说和所做的一切，我们没有无条件地去爱他们，而是去评判他们，由此推断，作者主要是在揭示我们在教育孩子方面所忽略的地方，所以B正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章指出，我们应该对雇佣工作这一形式进行反思。作者分析了雇佣工作的起源及其带来的问题，最后指出，与其朝着为所有人创造工作机会这一理想主义目标努力，还不如花些精力和资源去帮助大家在没有全职工作的情况下生存。


答案解析：


11. D　主旨题。文章首段指出，民意调查显示，高失业率很可能会一直存在，这意味着我们应该寻找办法来更广泛地分享现存的工作岗位，文章接着分析了就业情况的发展，最后指出，应该想办法帮助大家在没有全职工作的情况下生存。综合可知，文章主要说明应该帮助更多的人解决失业问题，所以选D。

12. A　推断题。文章第一段提到，民意调查正开始显示，无论今后发生什么，高失业率都将存在，由此推断，接受民意调查的人大多认为失业问题可能不会在短期内得以解决，所以A正确。由第四段可知，使许多农民失去土地的是17和18世纪的圈地运动，而不是新铁路和工厂的修建，故排除B；由第五段第二句可知，在工业时代之前，男人和女人一起分担工作，故排除C；第三段第二句提到，工业时代带来的工作模式的变化可能被颠覆，并没有说已经被颠覆，故排除D。

13. A　语义题。通过上下文可知，daunting应该是对前一句所描述的想法的评价。前一句提到，工业时代可能即将结束，其带来的工作模式的改变可能要被颠覆，而这种想法显然会让大多数人感到吃惊，因此A（令人震惊的）正确。

14. C　细节题。文章第四段首句提到，17和18世纪的圈地运动使得很多人丧失了土地的使用权，进而丧失了自己的谋生途径，因此他们依靠有报酬的工作维持生活，雇佣便随之流行起来，所以C正确。

15. B　推断题。文章最后一段指出，是时候把精力和资源从为所有人创造工作的理想目标上转移到实际的紧急任务上，即帮助大家在没有全职工作的情况下生存，由此推断，作者认为帮助大家在没有全职工作的情况下生存是解决现在失业问题的可行方法，所以B正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


尽管妇女在世界很多地方赢得了重要的法律权利，但很多人认为妇女还没有在政治、经济、社会地位等方面和男人拥有同等的权利。文章分析了造成女性无法获得和男性同等权利的历史原因，并指出，女性和部分男性为争取女性的平等权利做出了努力，但收效并不大。


答案解析：


16. D　推断题。文章第一段最后一句指出，尽管妇女在世界很多地方得到了重要的法律权利，但很多人认为妇女还是没有在政治、经济和社会地位方面拥有和男人完全等同的权利，由此推断，人们认为大多数女性在许多方面应该都没有获得全部权利，所以D正确。

17. C　细节题。文章第三段最后一句明确指出，19世纪，欧洲和北美洲政府开始起草新的法律保证男人间的平等，所以选C。该段指出，直到19世纪，女性和大部分男性工人面临同样的不利条件，但并没有说他们的社会地位相同，故排除干扰项A。

18. A　语义题。文章最后一段提到，工业化使男性开始去家庭以外的工厂和其他大型企业工作，由此推断，“家和工作的不断分离”以及“女人正确的位置是在家里，而男人属于工作和政治的外部世界”的关系应该是“促进”或“加强”，四个选项A（增强、巩固）、B（增强体力等）、C（使膨胀、增大）、D（使恶化）中只有A与之相符，所以选A。

19. D　推断题。由文章最后一句可知，家和工作的不断分离加深了女人属于家里这种观念，结合上文可知，家和工作的不断分离应该发生在工业革命之后，由此推断，在工业化时期，女性通常被认为应该待在家里，所以D正确。

20. B　主旨题。文章第一段指出，20世纪中期之前，许多国家的妇女都没有和男人一样的权利；第二段提到，在西方文明史中，根深蒂固的文化信仰使得人们认为妇女天生就应该从事家务；第三段提到，19世纪之前妇女的不平等地位很少受到质疑；最后一段提到，工业革命使男人开始出去找工作，加深了女人属于家里的观念。综合可知，文章主要介绍了妇女权利的历史演变，故B正确。

Unit 5


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 401, Time: 9.5 mins

Bringing up children is a hard work, and you are often to blame for any bad behavior of your children. If so, Judith Rich Harris has good news for you. Parents, she argues, have no important long-term effects on the development of the personality of their children. Far more important are their playground friends and neighborhood. Ms. Harris takes to hitting the assumption, which has dominated developmental psychology for almost half a century.

Ms. Harris's attack on the developmentalists' “nature” argument looks likely to reinforce
 doubts that the profession was already having. If parents matter, why is it that two adopted children, reared
 in the same home, are no more similar in personality than two adopted children reared in separate homes? Or that a pair of identical twins, reared in the same home, are no more alike than a pair of identical twins reared in different homes?

Difficult as it is to track the precise effects of parental upbringing, it may be harder to measure the exact influence of the peer group in childhood and adolescence. Ms. Harris points to how children from immigrant homes soon learn not to speak at school in the way their parents speak. But acquiring a language is surely a skill, rather than a characteristic of the sort developmental psychologists hunt for. Certainly it is different from growing up tensely or relaxed, or from learning to be honest or hard working or generous. Easy though it may be to prove that parents have little impact on those qualities, it will be hard to prove that peers have vastly more.

Moreover, mum and dad surely cannot be ditched
 completely. Young adults may, as Ms. Harris argues, be keen to appear like their peers. But even in those early years, parents have the power to open doors: they may initially choose the peers with whom their young associate, and pick that influential neighborhood. Moreover, most people suspect
 that they come to resemble their parents more in middle age and that people's child bearing habits may be formed partly by what their parents did. So the balance of influences is probably complicated, as most parents already suspected without being able to demonstrate
 it scientifically. Even if it turns out that the genes they pass on and the friends their children play with matter as much as affection
 , discipline and good example, parents are not completely off the hook
 .

1. According to Ms. Harris, _____.

A. parents are to blame for any bad behavior of their children

B. parents will affect greatly the children's life in the long run

C. nature rather than nurture has a significant effect on children's personality development

D. children's personality is shaped by their friends and neighbors

2. Which of the following views is consistent with what the developmentalists hold?

A. Children are more influenced by their peers than by their parents.

B. Twins are quite different if they are reared in two separate families.

C. Identical twins reared in the same home are different in personality.

D. Nurture has a less significant effect on children's personality development.

3. According to Para. 3, which of the following statements is TRUE?

A. It is harder to track the precise effects of parental upbringing than those of the peer group in children.

B. Immigrant children tend to discard the way their parents speak quickly when they go to school.

C. It has been proved that peers have more impact on children's qualities such as to be honest or hard working or generous.

D. It is easier for children to acquire a language at school than at home.

4. The word “ditched” (Line 1, Para. 4) could best be replaced by_____.

A. proved

B. emphasized

C. compared

D. ignored

5. What is the author's main purpose?

A. To highly praise Ms. Harris's work.

B. To argue against Ms. Harris's work.

C. To objectively report on Ms. Harris's work.

D. To critically comment on Ms. Harris's work.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


reinforce vt.
 加强

rear vt.
 培养

suspect v.
 怀疑，猜想

demonstrate vt.
 证明

affection n.
 爱，情感

off the hook 没有义务



Passage Two

Words: 429, Time: 10 mins

In the 1962 movie Lawrence of Arabia
 , one scene shows an American newspaper reporter eagerly snapping photos of men looting a sabotaged train. One of the looters, Chief Auda abu Tayi of the Howe tat clan, suddenly notices the camera and snatches
 it. “Am I in this?” he asks, before smashing it open. To the dismayed reporter, Lawrence explains, “He thinks these things will steal his virtue. He thinks you're a kind of thief.”

As soon as colonizers and explorers began taking cameras into distant lands, stories began circulating about how indigenous
 peoples saw them as tools for black magic. The “ignorant natives” may have had a point. When photography first became available, scientists welcomed it as a more objective way of recording faraway societies than early travelers' exaggerated accounts. But in some ways, anthropological photographs reveal more about the culture that holds the camera than the one that stares back
 . Up into the 1950s and 1960s, many ethnographers sought “pure” pictures of “primitive” cultures, routinely deleting
 modern accoutrements such as clocks and Western dress. They paid men and women to re-enact rituals or to pose as members of war or hunting parties, often with little regard for veracity. Edward Curtis, the legendary photographer of North American Indians, for example, got one Makah man to pose as a whaler with a spear in 1915—even though the Makah had not hunted whales in a generation.

These photographs reinforced widely accepted stereotypes that indigenous cultures were isolated
 , primitive, and unchanging. For instance, National Geographic
 magazine's photographs have taught millions of Americans about other cultures. As Catherine Lutz and Jane Collins point out in their 1993 book Reading National Geographic
 , the magazine since its founding in 1888 has kept a tradition of presenting beautiful photos that don't challenge white, middle-class American conventions. While dark-skinned women can be shown without tops, for example, white women's breasts are taboo. Photos that could unsettle or disturb, such as areas of the world torn asunder by war or famine, are discarded
 in favor of those that reassure
 , to conform with the society's stated pledge to present only “kindly” visions of foreign societies.
 The result, Lutz and Collins say, is the depiction of “an idealized and exotic
 world relatively free of pain or class conflict”.

Lutz actually likes National Geographic
 a lot. She read the magazine as a child, and its lush imagery influenced her eventual choice of anthropology as a career. She just thinks that as people look at the photographs of other cultures, they should be alert to the choice of composition and images.

6. The author mentions the movie Lawrence of Arabia
 to_____.

A. show how people in the indigenous societies are portrayed by Westerners

B. illustrate how people from primitive societies see cameras as tools of black magic that steal their virtues

C. show how anthropologists portray untruthful pictures of native people

D. show the cruel and barbarian side of the native people

7. The main idea of the passage is_____.

A. photographs taken by Western explorers reflect more Westerners' perception of the indigenous cultures and the Western values

B. there is a complicated relationship between the Western explorers and the primitive peoples

C. popular magazines should show pictures of the exotic and idealized worlds to maintain high sales

D. anthropologists ask the natives to pose for their pictures, compromising the truthfulness of their pictures

8. We can infer from the passage that early travelers to the native lands often_____.

A. took pictures with the natives

B. gave exaggerated accounts of the native lands

C. ask for pictures from the natives

D. gave the natives clocks and Western dresses

9. The phrase “one that stares back” (Lines 6~7, Para. 2) refers to_____.

A. the indigenous culture

B. the Western culture

C. the academic culture

D. the news business culture

10. With which of the following statements would Catherine Lutz most probably agree?

A. Reporters from the Western societies should routinely delete modern elements in pictures taken of the indigenous societies.

B. The primitive cultures are inferior to the more advanced Western culture.

C. The Western media are not presenting a realistic picture of the faraway societies.

D. People in the Western news business should try not to challenge the well-established white middle-class values.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


snatch vt.
 攫取

indigenous adj.
 本土的

delete vt.
 删除

isolated adj.
 隔离的

discard vt.
 丢弃

reassure vt.
 使……安心

exotic adj.
 异国情调的


难句译文


那些可能引起不安或扰乱社会的照片，比如关于被战争或饥荒破坏得千疮百孔的地区的照片被抛弃，而那些让人打消疑虑、符合社会既定承诺的照片才被选中，来呈现国外社会中的“好”景象。



Passage Three

Words: 422, Time: 10 mins

A big focus of the criticism of computer games has concerned the content of the games being played. When the narratives of the games are analyzed they can be seen to fall into some genres. The two genres most popular with the children I interviewed were “Platformers” and “Beat-them-ups”. Platform games such as Sonic and Super Mario involve leaping from platform to platform, avoiding obstacles, moving on through the levels, and progressing through the different stages of the game. Beat-them-ups are the games which have caused concern over their violent content. These games involve fights between animated characters. In many ways this violence can be compared to violence within children's cartoons where a character is hit over the head or falls off a cliff but walks away unscathed
 .


Controversy
 has occurred in part because of the intensity of the game play, which is said to spill over into children's everyday lives. There are worries that children are becoming more violent and aggressive after prolonged
 exposure to these games. Playing computer games involves feelings of intense frustration and anger which often expresses itself in aggressive “yells
 ” at the screen. It is not only the “Beat-them-up” games which produce this aggression, platform games are just as frustrating when the characters lose all their “lives” and “die” just before the end of the level is reached. Computer gaming relies upon intense concentration on the moving images on the screen and demands great hand-to-eye coordination. When the player loses and the words “Game over” appear on the screen, there is annoyance and frustration at being beaten by the computer and at having made an error. This anger and aggression could perhaps be compared to the aggression felt when playing football and you take your eye off the ball and enable the opposition to score. The annoyance experienced when defeated at a computer game is what makes gaming addictive: the player is determined not to make the same mistake again and to have “one last go” in the hope of doing better next time.

Some of the concern over the violence of computer games has been about children who are unable to tell the difference between fiction and reality and who act out the violent moves of the games in fight on the playground. The problem with video games is that they involve children more than television or films and this means there are more implications for their social behavior. Playing these games can lead to anti-social behavior, make children aggressive and affect their emotional stability.

11. What is the topic of this article?

A. How playing computer games affects the level of violence in children.

B. There is no difference between Platform games and “Beat-Them-Ups”.

C. How to control anger while playing computer games.

D. How to make children spend less time on computer games.

12. Which of the following games is supposed to contain violent content?

A. Sonic.

B. Super Mario.

C. Platformers.

D. Beat-them-ups.

13. What does “unscathed” (Line 10, Para. 1) probably mean?

A. Unsettled.

B. Unbeaten.

C. Unharmed.

D. Unhappy.

14. According to the second paragraph, how does violence relate to playing computer games?

A. When losing computer games children tend to experience frustration and anger.

B. Beat-them-ups are popular with children and they are likely to produce violent behavior.

C. People who have good hand-eye-coordination tend to be more violent than others.

D. The violent content in the games gets children addicted to the games.

15. According to the author, why do video games lead to violence more than TV or movies?

A. Because children cannot tell fiction from reality.

B. Because children like to act out the scenes in the games on the playground.

C. Because computer games involve children more than TV or films.

D. Because computer games can produce more anti-social behavior.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


controversy n.
 论争，辩论

prolong vt.
 延长

yell n.
 叫声，喊声



Passage Four

Words: 443, Time: 10.5 mins

The Nobel Prize in economics had a difficult birth. It was created in 1969 to mimic
 the five prizes initiated
 under Alfred Nobel's will. These had already been around for 68 years, and purists fought hard to stop the newcomer. Some members of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences still dismiss economics as unscientific, and its prize as not a proper Nobel. Early winners were among the prize's fiercest critics. Gunnar Myrdal, who shared the award in 1974, said the prize ought to be abolished
 (but he did not return the money). Milton Friedman, winner in 1976, doubted the ability of a few people in Stockholm to make decisions respected around the world.

By the 1990s, the Nobel committee had gained a reputation for intransigence. Gary Becker won only after a flood of nominations forced the cabal in Stockholm to act. The fathers of game theory won only after Mr. Nash's sudden recovery from paranoid schizophrenia, though the disease had no bearing on the quality of his work, the best of which was done before he became ill. Robert Lucas received a prize that many economists believed he should have had much earlier. In 1998, the prize became the subject of countless jokes after the collapse of Long-term Capital Management, a hedge fund firm whose founders included Robert Merton and Myron Scholes, the 1997 Nobel laureates. The Merton Scholes' choice also highlighted another enduring problem with the prize: untimely deaths. Fischer Black, co-originator of the options pricing model for which Messrs Merton and Scholes were recognized, died a year too soon to join his collaborators on the podium. Last year, many economists hoped that Zvi Griliches, a noted econometrician who was unquestionably deserving of the prize, and was suffering from a long illness, would win. He did not, and died soon afterwards. Because the prize came into being so late, there are still elderly luminaries waiting to be recognized. Paul Samuelson, one of the younger winners, and Mr. Becker, who was a friend of Griliches, want the committee to take old age explicitly into account.

The committee could also cast its net more widely across the profession. ①“Almost ail, the laureates（戴桂冠的人）are also theoreticians; advances in empirical
 work and applications in the past two decades have yet to be paid due respect,” a fact bemoaned by Mr. Becker.
 ②Mr. Samuelson adds that the economics committee's selection methods have excessively mimicked those used for the prizes in natural sciences: “If the right apple fell on your head, and you saw it, then you got the prize. But if you had a lifetime of excellence in all branches of physics, you didn't get it.”


16. From the first paragraph, we learn that_____.

A. the Nobel Prize in economics was created under Alfred Nobel's will

B. Gunnar Myrdal was one of the Nobel Prize winners in economics

C. Milton Friedman refused to accept the prize

D. the Nobel committee didn't have the ability to make decisions

17. We can learn from the passage that among the winners of the Nobel Prize in economics in the 1990s, _____.

A. Gary Becker won the prize after he forced the committee to act

B. Mr. Nash's illness delayed his receiving of the prize

C. Robert Lucas received the prize earlier than expected

D. Robert Merton and Myron Scholes played jokes on the prize

18. We can infer from the second paragraph that_____.

A. Fischer Black did not live long enough to win the Nobel Prize

B. the Nobel committee will soon take old age into account

C. younger people are more likely to win the prize

D. Zvi Griliches won the prize after he died

19. According to the passage, the author's attitude toward Nobel Prize in economics is_____.

A. doubtful

B. positive

C. hostile

D. indifferent

20. Mr. Samuelson thinks that the economics committee's selection methods are_____.

A. questionable

B. perfect

C. useful

D. necessary



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


mimic vt.
 模仿

initiate vt.
 发动；发起

abolish vt.
 废止

empirical adj.
 经验主义的


难句译文


①“令人头疼的是夺得桂冠的人还是理论家，在过去二十年里凭实际经验的工作和应用取得的进步还是不能得到应有的尊重”，贝克先生提出了这样一个可悲的事实。

②萨缪尔森先生作了进一步补充，经济学委员会的选择方法过于模仿那些在自然科学中评奖时所使用的方法：“如果苹果正好掉到你头上，而且你看到了它，那么你就得奖。但是如果你一生在物理学的各方面都相当优秀，你却得不到奖了”。





答案速查：



[image: 151]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章指出，有研究表明家长对孩子的影响并不像人们想像的那样举足轻重。父母对孩子个性的长远发展所起的作用并不大，对孩子影响最大的其实是众多的外界因素，比如同龄人之间的影响等。


答案解析：


1. D　推断题。第一段第三、四句表明，哈里斯女士认为父母对孩子个性的发展并没有长期的重要影响，更为重要的是他们的同龄人和邻居，由此推断，她认为孩子的个性塑造受到朋友和邻居的影响，所以D正确。

2. B　推断题。本题可采用排除法。文章第二段首句提到了哈里斯女士对发展学家观点的抨击，可见两者的观点是截然相反的。由上文可知，哈里斯女士强调朋友和邻居对孩子个性发展的影响，那发展学家就应该强调父母教育对孩子的影响，由此可排除A、D；该段最后一句以问句的形式指出了哈里斯女士的观点，即在同一个家庭里长大的双胞胎在个性上并不比在不同家庭长大的双胞胎更为相似，可见她认为在一个家庭里长大的双胞胎个性也是不同的，由此推断，发展学家的观点应该是：在不同家庭长大的双胞胎个性不同，在一个家庭里长大的双胞胎则个性相同，故排除C，确定B为答案。

3. B　细节题。文章第三段第二句提到，哈里斯女士指出，来自移民家庭的孩子很快就会学会在学校不用父母说话的方式说话，由此可知，移民家庭的孩子上学后很快就会摒弃父母说话的方式，B项与之相符。

4. D　语义题。被考查词所在句的下文提到，年轻人喜欢和同伴一样，但是即使在孩子小时候，父母还是有权力选择孩子和什么样的同伴在一起，也有权力选择邻居，由此可见，在孩子小时候家长对他们还是有指导作用的，因此不能完全忽略父母的影响，而这恰好应该是该段首句，即被考查词所在句要表达的观点，所以D正确。

5. D　主旨题。文章开始介绍了哈里斯女士的观点；第三段提到，哈里斯女士在说明问题时所举的例子不够恰当；最后一段指出，不可忽视家长对孩子的早期影响，即反驳了哈里斯女士忽视家长影响的观点。综合可知，作者对哈里斯女士观点的不合理之处进行了论述，但并没有完全否定其观点，应该是对其研究进行了批判的评论，故选D。

Passage Two


文章精要：


西方媒体所拍摄的照片更多地反映了西方人对他国文化和价值观的理解。摄影者为了迎合本国读者的猎奇心理，同时为了不与西方中产阶级白人的价值观发生冲突，其拍摄的照片并没有客观地反映出世界其他地方的真实情况。


答案解析：


6. B　推断题。文章第一段介绍了电影《阿拉伯的劳伦斯》中的一个场景，一个抢劫火车的人在注意到有记者照相时把相机抢了过去，劳伦斯向记者解释说，那个人以为相机会偷走他的优良品性；第二段接着指出，当殖民者和探险家开始把相机带到很远的地方时，当地人认为相机是巫术的工具。推断可知，作者是通过电影中的场景来说明，在开化较晚的社会中，人们把相机当成是偷走其优良品行的巫术的工具。

7. A　主旨题。文章第一段通过电影片段说明当地人对相机的看法；第二段指出，20世纪五六十年代，许多人种学者为了使照片反映出所谓的“原始”文化，并不拍摄具有现代气息的物品，他们花钱雇人再现仪式、战争或狩猎的场景；第三段提到，这些照片强化了人们普遍的固有看法，即认为当地文化是隔离的、原始的、不变的，而《国家地理》杂志所刊登的精美照片不与中产阶级白人的价值观相冲突。综合推断可知，本文主要说明了，西方探险者所拍摄的照片更多地反映了西方人对本土文化和西方价值观的理解，所以A正确。

8. B　细节题。由文章第二段第三句可知，早期到远方地区旅行回来的人往往对当地情况夸大其词，在照相机发明之后，科学家则能更为客观地记录当地的真实情况，所以B正确。

9. A　语义题。文章第二段第四句指出，在某些方面，人类学家拍摄的照片更多地展现了拿着相机的文化，而不是盯着相机的文化，结合上下文可知，拿着相机的是西方的探险者或人类学家，而盯着相机的则是他们所拍摄的当地人，由此可知，盯着相机的文化指的就是当地文化，所以A正确。

10. C　推断题。由文章第三段第三句可知，凯瑟琳和简指出，《国家地理》杂志自创刊以来就一直刊登那些不和美国中产阶级白人的价值观发生冲突的照片；该段最后一句指出，她们认为，这样做的结果就是，西方的主流杂志只展现了远离痛苦和阶级斗争的理想化外来社会，由此推断，凯瑟琳和简认为西方媒体并没有真实再现远方社会的情况，所以C正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章指出，如今电脑游戏的内容广受非议。有的孩子玩电脑游戏玩得太过狂热，让人不禁担心他们会模仿游戏里的暴力行为，进而产生暴力倾向，因为大人们担心有些孩子无法分辨虚拟世界和现实世界。


答案解析：


11. A　主旨题。文章第一段开头指出，电脑游戏的内容遭到很多非议；第二段开头指出，电脑游戏引起争议，是因为有的小孩玩游戏玩过了头，人们担心他们因长时间玩游戏而变得有暴力倾向；第三段开头指出，对电脑游戏中暴力的担心，源于孩子无法辨别虚拟世界和现实世界。综合可知，本文主要论述了电脑游戏中的暴力给孩子们带来的影响，故选A。

12. D　细节题。文章第一段提到，Sonic和超级玛丽都是在平台间跳跃、躲避障碍、过关的游戏；Beat-them-ups则是涉及暴力内容的游戏，游戏中的卡通人物相互打斗，所以D正确。

13. C　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“在儿童卡通片中，人物被击中脑袋或者从悬崖上掉下去，却可以_____地走开”，结合其间的but可知，卡通人物走开时的状态与被击中脑袋或从悬崖上掉下去应有的状态不符，结合选项A（紊乱的，不安定的）、B（未被击败的）、C（毫发无伤的）、D（不快乐的），只有C最合适。

14. A　推断题。文章第二段第六句提到，当游戏者失败，“游戏结束”的字样出现在屏幕上时，游戏者就会有被电脑打败或犯了错误的愤怒感和敌对情绪；最后一句提到，正是被电脑游戏打败时所体会的烦恼导致游戏上瘾；最后一段首句提到，人们关心电脑游戏中的暴力是因为孩子无法分辨虚拟世界和现实世界，他们很有可能在现实生活中再现游戏中的暴力打斗场景。推断可知，孩子在输掉电脑游戏时所感觉到的挫败和愤怒让他们沉迷于电脑游戏，而对游戏的沉迷使得他们可能在现实生活中再现游戏中的暴力场景，所以A正确。

15. C　推断题。文章最后两句指出，电子游戏的问题在于它比电视或电影更容易让孩子们有身临其境的参与感，这就意味着电子游戏更能影响他们的社会行为；玩这些游戏可能导致反社会行为，由此推断，电子游戏因比电视或电影更容易让孩子参与其中而更可能导致暴力等反社会行为，故排除D，确定C为答案。最后一段首句提到，孩子们分不清虚拟和现实世界，他们可能再现游戏中的暴力打斗场景，但这并不是电子游戏比电视电影更可能导致暴力的原因，故排除A、B。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章介绍了诺贝尔经济学奖艰难的诞生过程，文章同时指出，获奖的经济学家大多是理论家而不是实干家，因此作者认为诺贝尔经济学委员会的评奖方式有待进一步商榷。


背景知识：


诺贝尔奖是根据瑞典化学家阿尔弗雷德·诺贝尔遗嘱所设基金提供的奖项，按类别分别设立了生理或医学奖、文学奖、物理学奖、化学奖、经济学奖和和平奖，其中经济学奖由瑞典银行在1968年增设，1969年第一次颁奖。1901年12月10日即诺贝尔逝世5周年时首次颁发诺贝尔奖，以后每年的颁奖日都定于这一天。诺贝尔在其遗嘱中规定，该奖应每年授予在各个领域内“在前一年中对人类做出最大贡献的人”。


答案解析：


16. B　推断题。文章第一段倒数第二句提到，在1974年分享了该奖项的冈纳·缪达尔说这个奖项应该被废除，但是他却没有归还奖金，结合上文可知，此处提到的奖项就是诺贝尔经济学奖，可见冈纳·缪达尔是诺贝尔经济学奖得主之一，所以B正确。

17. B　推断题。由文章第二段第三句可知，纳什在他的妄想型精神分裂症痊愈以后获得了诺贝尔经济学奖，尽管该病和他的工作质量并没有关系，因为他最好的工作都是在患病之前完成的，由此推断，纳什因为生病而耽搁了获奖的时间，所以B正确。

18. A　推断题。文章第二段倒数第五句提到，费希尔·布莱克作为期权定价模型的创始者之一，在其合作者获奖前一年去世了，由此推断，布莱克要是再多活一年就能获得诺贝尔经济学奖了，但他并没有活到可能获诺贝尔奖的那一天，所以A正确。

19. A　观点态度题。文章最后一段第一句指出，委员会应该让属于更多不同经济学领域的人获奖；作者接着引用了贝克先生的话，指出获奖者往往是理论家，过去二十年间非理论工作和理论应用的进步也应该得到相应的认可，由此推断，作者对诺贝尔经济学奖现在的评奖标准持怀疑态度，所以选A。B（积极的）、C（敌对的）、D（冷漠的）均可排除。

20. A　推断题。文章最后指出，萨缪尔森先生补充说，经济学委员会的挑选方法过于模仿自然科学领域的评奖方法：“如果苹果正好掉到你头上，而且你看到了它，那么你就得奖。但是如果你一生在物理学各方面都相当优秀，你却得不到奖。”由此推断，萨缪尔森认为诺贝尔经济委员会的评选方法有问题，故选A。B（完美的）、C（有用的）、D（必要的）均应排除。

提高篇

Unit 6


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 546, Time: 11 mins

In 2012, America will still be the place where the future happens first, for that is the nation's oldest tradition. The early Puritans lived in almost Stone Age conditions, but they were inspired by visions of future glories, God's kingdom on earth. The early pioneers would sometimes travel past perfectly good farmland, because they were convinced that even more amazing land could be found over the next ridge. The Founding Fathers took 13 scraggly
 Colonies and believed they were creating a new nation on earth. The railroad speculators envisioned
 magnificent fortunes built on bands of iron.

This future-mindedness explains many modern features of American life. It explains workaholism
 : the average American works 350 hours a year more than the average European. Americans move more, in search of that brighter tomorrow, than people in other lands. They also, sadly, divorce more, for the same reason. Americans adopt new technologies such as online shopping and credit cards much more quickly than people in other countries. Forty-five percent of world Internet use takes place in the United States. Even today, after the bursting of the stock-market bubble, American venture-capital firms—which are in the business of betting on the future—dwarf the firms from all other nations.

Future-mindedness contributes to the disorder in American life, the obliviousness to history, the high rates of family breakdown, the frenzied
 waste of natural resources. It also leads to incredible innovation. According to the Yale historian Paul Kennedy, 75 percent of the Noble laureates in economics and the sciences over recent decades have lived or worked in the United States. One in 12 Americans has enjoyed the thrill and challenge of starting his own business. A study published in the Journal of International Business Studies
 in 2000 showed that innovative people are spread pretty evenly throughout the globe, but Americans are most comfortable with risk.

If the 1990s were a great decade of future-mindedness, we are now in the midst of a season of experience. It seems cooler to be skeptical, to pooh-pooh
 all those IPO suckers who lost their money betting on the telecom future. By 2012, this period of chastisement（惩罚）will likely have run its course, and future-mindedness will be back in vogue, for better or worse.

We don't know exactly what the next future-minded frenzy will look like. We do know where it will take place: the American suburb. In 1979, three quarters of American office space were located in central cities. The new companies, research centers and entrepreneurs are flocking to these low buildings near airports, highways and the Wal-Mart malls, and they are creating a new kind of suburban life. We are now approaching a moment in which the majority of American office space, and the hub
 of American entrepreneurship, will be found in quiet office parks in places like Rockville, Maryland, and in the sprawling suburbosphere around Atlanta.

We also know that future-mindedness itself will become the object of greater study. We are discovering that there are many things that human beings do easily that computers can do only with great difficulty, if at all. Cognitive scientists are now trying to decode the human imagination, to understand how the brain visualizes, dreams and creates. And we know, too, that where there is future-mindedness there is hope.

1. The first paragraph examines America's future-mindedness from the _____ perspective.

A. future

B. realistic

C. historical

D. present

2. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT brought about by future-mindedness?

A. Economic stagnation.

B. Environmental destruction.

C. High divorce rates.

D. Neglect of history.

3. The word “pooh-pooh” in the fourth paragraph means_____.

A. appreciate

B. praise

C. shun

D. ridicule

4. According to the passage, people at present can forecast_____of a new round of future-mindedness.

A. the nature

B. the location

C. the variety

D. the features

5. The author predicts in the last paragraph that the study of future-mindedness will focus on_____.

A. how it comes into being

B. how it functions

C. what it brings about

D. what it is related to



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


scraggly adj.
 零乱的

envision vt.
 想象

workaholism n.
 迷恋工作

frenzied adj.
 狂乱的

hub n.
 中心



Passage Two

Words: 452, Time: 10 mins

American dramas and sitcoms（连续剧）would have been candidates for prime time several years ago. But today those programs—though some remain popular—increasingly occupy fringe
 times slots on foreign networks. Instead, a growing number of shows produced by local broadcasters are on the air at the best times.

The shift counters longstanding assumptions that TV shows produced in the United States would continue to overshadow locally produced shows from Singapore to Sicily. The changes are coming at a time when the influence of the United States on international affairs has chafed（使恼火）friends and foes alike, and some people are expressing relief that at least on television American culture is no longer quite the force it once was.


“There has always been a concern that the image of the world would be shaped too much by American culture,” said Dr. Jo Groebek, director general of the European Institute for the Media, a non-profit group. Given the choice, he adds, foreign viewers often prefer homegrown shows that better reflect local tastes, cultures and historical events.

Unlike in the United States, commercial broadcasting in most regions of the world—including Asia, Europe and a lesser extent Latin American, which has a long history of commercial TV—is a relatively recent development.

A majority of broadcasters in many countries were either state-owned or state-subsidized for much of the last century. Governments began to relax their control in the 1980's by privatizing
 national broadcasters and granting licenses to dozens of new commercial networks. The rise of cable and satellite pay-television increased the spectrum
 of channels.

Relatively inexperienced and often financed on a shoestring
 , these new commercial stations needed hours of programming fast. The cheapest and easiest way to fill airtime was to buy shows from American studios, and the bidding wars for popular shows were fierce.

The big American studios took advantage of that demand by raising prices and forcing foreign broadcasters to buy less popular programs if they wanted access to the best-selling shows and movies.

“The studios priced themselves out of prime time,” said Harry Evans Sloan, chairman of SBS Broadcasting, a Pan-European broadcaster. Mr. Sloan estimates that over the last decade, the price of American programs has increased fivefold even as the international ratings for these shows have declined.

American broadcasters are still the biggest buyers of American-made television shows, accounting for 90% of the $25 billion in 2001 sales. But international sales which totaled $2.5 billion last year often make the difference between a profit and a loss on a show. As the pace of foreign sales slows—the market is now growing at 5% a year, down from the double-digit growth of the 1990's—studio executives are rethinking production costs.

6. Which of the following best characterizes the image embodied in American shows?

A. Self-contradictory.

B. Prejudice-free.

C. Culture-loaded.

D. Audience-targeted.

7. The intervention of governments in the 1980's resulted in_____.

A. the patenting of domination shows and movies

B. the emergence of new commercial networks

C. the promotion of cable and satellite pay-television

D. the intense competition coming from the outside

8. The phrase “on a shoestring” (Line 1, Para. 6) most probably means_____.

A. after a fashion

B. on second thoughts

C. in need of capital

D. in the interests of themselves

9. The main reason why American dramas and sitcoms are driven out of prime time is that_____.

A. they lose competitiveness

B. they are not market-oriented

C. they are too much priced

D. they fall short of audience expectations

10. American studio producers will give thought to production costs_____.

A. if they have no access to popular shows

B. as international sales pace slows down

C. because their endeavors come to no avail

D. since bidding wars are no longer fierce



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


fringe adj.
 边缘的

privatize vt.
 使归私有

spectrum n.
 光谱；范围


难句译文


美国对国际事务的影响不仅得罪了敌人也得罪了朋友，这一刻情况发生了改变，有一些人则感到了解脱，至少电视上的美国文化不再像过去那样处于强势地位了。



Passage Three

Words: 457, Time: 10 mins

Since the buildup to the war with Iraq, British Prime Minister Tony Blair has taken it on the chin from the media. The British media ordinarily grill
 politicians, but in this case they have been particularly feisty, empowered by opinion polls that showed most Brits wanted nothing to do with invading Iraq. ①Until now the American media, which by nature are less aggressive than their British counterparts
 , but probably are taking a lead from polls and politicians that supported the administration's war stance, have gone relatively easy on President Bush.


But this week the media have hit the administration hard with questions about Bush's State of the Union statement that Iraq was acquiring uranium from Niger, one of the administration's justifications for war. And with the 2004 campaign heating up and Bush's approval rating dipping, his administration is being grilled harder than it has been in months. Experts say the questioning will get sharper as summer progresses.

②“That Democrats are just now ‘beginning to get traction
 ' on the justification for the war is an example of how differently politics are played in the U.S.A. than they are in Britain,” says Martin Turner, Washington bureau chief of the BBC. The respondents have been highly critical of the war and suspicious of
 administration claims that weapons of mass destruction exist in Iraq.


In Britain, whereas prime minister must defend himself every week before Parliament, the media take a “much more muscular
 approach to grilling politicians”, Turner says. Here, the BBC is often regarded as a rather impolite member of the Washington press corps. “We tend to ask questions in a different way than they are asked on the Sunday political programs.”

In London, Michael Goldfarb, senior correspondent for National Public Radio affiliate
 WBUR in Boston, says his British counterparts talk about “how astonishing the ride has been for Bush” and how the Bush administration “manages the news like it's nobody's business. Here they call Blair Bush's poodle（狮子狗）”. But then again, he says, British media “simply don't hold to the American notion of objectivity and certainly not impartiality”. ABC anchor Peter Jennings, who reported from London in the 1970s and 1980s, says he has “always been struck by how much more aggressive the British press is”. They're simply much more aggressive. In the U.S.A., “there is no doubt that the press is aware of the influence of a powerful president, and the press is aware to some extent that it is in competition for public opinion, so there is always stress between a powerful president and the press.” But in the past week, with debate over the war heating up, it led several of Jennings' World News Tonight broadcasts. “Our reporters sense some deep concern about what is happening.”

11. The passage is primarily concerned with_____.

A. the moderate tone of American media

B. the different questions reporters put to country leaders

C. the aggressive nature of British media

D. the embarrassed British and U.S. leaders after the war in Iraq

12. From the first sentence of the passage we learn that the British Prime Minister_____.

A. has had a hard time with the media

B. has won some favor with the media

C. gets enough support for his war initiative from the public

D. has countered allegations on him mercilessly through the media

13. It is implied in paragraphs 2 and 3 that Bush might lose public support if_____.

A. he did not remedy the mistake he made in the State of Union statement

B. the media continued to side with the Democrats against the war in Iraq

C. the BBC correspondents in Washington kept putting aggressive questions to him

D. he could not come up with evidence in favor of his justification for the war

14. The reaction of a British correspondent of American media can be best described as one of_____.

A. disgust

B. surprise

C. contempt

D. admiration

15. What Jennings said implies that the press in America_____.

A. is too obedient to the president

B. is more mindful of the public reaction to the report

C. makes sure that its reports are in line with government policies

D. is actually more aggressive than its British counterpart



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


grill v.
 折磨

counterpart n.
 极相似的人或物

traction n.
 牵引

suspicious of 表怀疑的

muscular adj.
 强大的

affiliate n.
 成员；附属机构


难句译文


①美国媒体素来不像英国媒体那样具有攻击性，但是可能从支持政府战争态度的民众和政客那里得到指示，到目前为止，美国媒体对布什总统还是相当温和的。

②英国广播公司华盛顿办公署负责人马丁·特纳说：“美国民主党刚刚‘开始卷入’这场战争的辩护中，由此可见，英美在玩弄政治手段方面存在很大差别。”答辩者严厉谴责战争，并对行政部门声称的在伊拉克存在大规模杀伤性武器表示怀疑。



Passage Four

Words: 493, Time: 10.5 mins

①Many people seem to think that science fiction is typified by the covers of some of the old pulp
 magazines: the Bug Eyed Monster
 , embodying every trait
 and feature that most people find repulsive, is about to grab, and presumably ravish
 , a sweet, blonde
 , curvaceous
 , scantily
 clad Earth girl.
 This is unfortunate because it demeans and degrades a worthwhile and even important literary endeavor. In contrast to this unwarranted stereotype, science fiction rarely emphasizes sex, and when it does, it is more discreet
 than other contemporary
 fiction. Instead, the basic interest of science fiction lies in the relation between man and his technology and between man and the universe. ②Science fiction is a literature of change and a literature of the future, and while it would be foolish to claim that science fiction is a major literary genre at this time, the aspects of human life that it considers make it well worth reading and studying for no other literary form does quite the same things.


What is science fiction? To begin, the following definition should be helpful: science fiction is a literary sub-genre
 which postulates
 a change (for human beings) from conditions as we know them and follows the implications of these changes to a conclusion. Although this definition will necessarily be modified and expanded, it covers much of the basic groundwork and provides a point of departure.

The first point that science fiction is a literary sub-genre is a very important one, but one which is often overlooked or ignored in most discussions of science fiction. Specifically, science fiction is either a short story or a novel. There are only a few dramas which could be called science fiction, with Karel Capek's RUR
 (Rossum's Universal Robots
 ) being the only one that is well known; the body of poetry that might be labeled science fiction is only slightly larger. ③To say that science fiction is a sub-genre of prose
 fiction is to say that it has all the basic characteristics and serves the same basic functions in much the same way as prose fiction in general, that is, it shares a great deal with all other novels and short stories.


Everything that can be said about prose fiction, in general, applies to science fiction. Every piece of science fiction, whether short story or novel, must have a narrator, a story, a plot, a setting, characters, language, and theme. And like any prose, the themes of science fiction are concerned with interpreting man's nature and experience in relation to the world around him. Themes in science fiction are constructed and presented in exactly the same ways that themes are dealt with in any other kind of fiction. They are the result of a particular combination of narrator, story, plot, character, setting, and language. In short, the reasons for reading and enjoying science fiction, and the ways of studying and analyzing it, are basically the same as they would be for any other story or novel.

16. According to the author, the popular image of science fiction is_____.

A. prejudiced

B. impartial

C. worthy

D. admiring

17. Science fiction is called a literary sub-genre because_____.

A. it is not important enough to be a literary genre

B. it cannot be made dramatic presentation

C. it shares characteristics with other types of prose fiction

D. to call it a “genre” would subject it to literary jargon

18. From the last paragraph, we know that people read science fiction especially for_____.

A. the discovery of meaning

B. the beauty of language

C. the display of character

D. the psychological complexity

19. The last sentence of the passage implies that_____.

A. the reader should turn next to commentaries on general fiction

B. there is no reason for any reader not to like science fiction

C. the reader should compare other novels and stories to science fiction

D. those who can appreciate prose fiction can appreciate science fiction

20. An appropriate title for this passage would be_____.

A. On the Inaccuracies of Pulp Magazines

B. Toward a Definition of Science Fiction

C. A Type of Prose Fiction

D. Beyond the Bug Eyed Monster



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


pulp magazines 廉价的低级杂志

monster n.
 怪物，妖怪

trait n.
 显著的特点，特性

ravish v.
 强夺

blonde adj.
 金发碧眼的

curvaceous adj.
 曲线美的

scantily adv.
 缺乏地

discreet adj.
 慎重的，思虑的

contemporary adj.
 当代的

genre n.
 流派

postulate vt.
 要求

prose n.
 散文


难句译文


①很多人似乎认为科幻小说就是一些旧的廉价低级的杂志封面所表现的：一个凸眼怪物，有着大多数人厌恶的性格和容貌，就要抓住或可能强夺一个甜美、金发碧眼、婀娜多姿、衣着性感的地球女孩。

②科幻小说是一种变化的文学，是未来的文学，尽管说科幻小说是当前一个主要的文学流派是愚蠢的，科幻小说描述的人类生活使它值得阅读和研究，因为其他的文学形式都没有这种描述。

③认为科幻小说是散文小说的一个子流派，也就是说大体上它与散文小说具有所有相同的基本特点和基本功能，换句话说，它与所有其他小说和小故事有着很多相似之处。





答案速查：



[image: 163]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章指出，美国人有一种着眼于未来的“未来意识”。文章依照美国人的“未来意识”分析了美国的现状，并预测了未来的情况。文章最后还强调了“未来意识”的重要性。


答案解析：


1. C　推断题。文章首句提到，在2012年，美国仍然会是未来首先发生的地方，因为这是这个国家最古老的传统；该段接着描述了早期清教徒、早期拓荒者、建国者和铁路投机商所体现出的未来意识，推断可知，该段是从历史的角度来看待美国人的未来意识的，故选C。

2. A　细节题。本题可采用排除法。文章第二段提到，未来意识可以解释美国人生活中的许多现代特征，如：迷恋工作、离婚率高、更快地采纳新技术等，可见高离婚率是由未来意识导致的，故排除C；第三段提到，未来意识导致美国人生活混乱、遗忘历史、肆意浪费自然资源等，故排除B、D两项。文中并未提及经济停滞，故答案应为A。

3. D　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“似乎更了不起的作法是持怀疑态度，_____所有那些因投资于电信未来购买首次公开发行的股票而亏损的投资者”，可见pooh-pooh在语义上应该和be skeptical（怀疑）有关联，结合选项，只有D（嘲笑）最适合。

4. B　推断题。文章倒数第二段前两句提到，我们不知道下一个疯狂的未来意识究竟是怎样的，但我们知道它将在哪里发生；由此推断，人们现在可以预测新一轮未来意识的地理位置，所以B正确。

5. A　推断题。文章最后一段提到，未来意识将成为更伟大的研究的对象，认知科学家正在尝试译解人类的想像力，了解大脑是如何设想、梦想和创造的，而未来意识正是人脑想像的产物，由此推断，作者预测对未来意识的研究将关注未来意识是如何形成的，故A为正确答案。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，现在美国的电视连续剧除了一些仍然很受欢迎外，很多已经被逐渐挤出了黄金时段。美国电视剧制作机构利用自身优势提高电视剧价格，而正是过高的价格把美国电视剧挤出了黄金时间。随着外销步伐的减慢，美国电视剧制作方在重新考虑制作成本问题。


背景知识：


美国于1996年修正《电讯传播法》，解除了对有线电视与地区及长途电话业者的跨业经营禁令，并放宽多项广电与有线电视媒体所有权集中的限制。《纽约时报》与《华尔街日报》等各大主流媒体发出一片颂扬之声，宣称解禁将带来产业的蓬勃发展。但实际上解禁7年之后，美国有线电视市场几乎完全被大型媒体财团所垄断，随之而来的是频道内容的商业化与单一化以及费率的不断调涨，完全与解禁政策的承诺背道而驰，激起众多美国民众的反感和抗议行动。


答案解析：


6. C　推断题。文章第二段最后指出，至少电视上的美国文化不再像过去那样处于强势地位；第三段首句提到，人们总是担心世界形象将过多地由美国文化所塑造，由此推断，美国电视节目中始终有和美国文化有关的内容，所以C正确。

7. B　推断题。第五段第二句指出，20世纪80年代各国政府开始放松管制，将国家广播公司私有化，并给一些新兴商业通讯网颁发执照；由此推断，政府干涉的结果是新商业通讯网的出现，故本题选B。该段最后提到，有线和卫星付费电视的增多增加了频道的数量，但并未提到政府的干预导致了对有线和卫星付费电视的推广，故排除干扰项C。

8. C　语义题。被考查短语所在句意为“这些新兴的商业电视台相对缺乏经验，资金通常_____”，再结合之后提到的，填满播出时间最便宜、最简单的方法就是从美国的节目制作单位购买节目，由此推断，当时这些新兴的商业电视台很可能资金不足，因此才会采用购买节目这种最便宜的方式，故选C。

9. C　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，斯隆认为是节目制作单位的漫天要价把自己的节目挤出了黄金时间，他估计过去10年间美国电视节目的价格增长了5倍，而国际上对此类节目的评价已经降低了，由此推断，美国电视剧被挤出黄金时间是因为其价格过高，故选C。

10. B　细节题。文章最后一句指出，现在市场每年增长5%，与上世纪90年代的两位数增长相比有所下降，随着电视节目在国外销售步伐的减慢，电视制作单位的主管在重新考虑制作成本问题，由此可知，美国电视制作单位考虑制作成本的原因是国际销售步伐的减慢，所以本题选B。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章指出，同样是新闻工作者，在面对相同的国际事件时，英国媒体和美国媒体却表现不一。本文将英国和美国的媒体进行对比后发现，美国媒体比英国媒体更重视客观性和公正性，而英国媒体则十分“好斗”。


答案解析：


11. C　主旨题。文章第一段提到，英国媒体总是盘问政客，而美国媒体则不像英国媒体那样具有攻击性；后面又提到，英国媒体根本不顾美国媒体所谓的客观性和公正性，他们要好斗得多。综合可知，本文重点论述了英国媒体的“好斗性”，所以C正确。

12. A　推断题。文章第一句指出，自从伊拉克战争的准备工作开始之后，英国首相布莱尔就一直忍受来自媒体的压力，如果清楚句中的take it on the chin意为“忍受痛苦（处罚等）”，就可确定答案为A。如果不清楚该短语的含义，也可以从下文得出答案。下一句提到，英国媒体总是对政客折磨有加，而在这件事上他们的态度更加严厉，因为民意调查表明大多数英国人都不希望参与伊拉克战争；由此推断，英国媒体在伊拉克战争的问题上给布莱尔施加了很大的压力。

13. D　推断题。文章第二段指出，本周媒体严厉质疑布什所作的国情咨文，布什在国情咨文中表明伊拉克正从尼日尔获取铀，这正是美国政府计划对伊发动战争的原因，而随着2004总统大选进入白热化阶段，布什的支持率有所下跌，布什政府遭受了比以往几个月更为严厉的盘问；由此推断，如果布什无法找到理由来证明其对伊开战的合理性，那么他就将失去公众的支持，所以本题选D。第三段首句提到，民主党正着手证实战争的合理性，可见民主党是支持对伊战争的，故排除干扰项B。

14. B　推断题。文章最后一段提到，美国广播公司的主持人彼得·詹宁斯在上个世纪七八十年代曾任驻伦敦记者，他总是对英国新闻界的好斗性感到震惊；由此推断，美国媒体驻英国的记者对英国媒体做法的反应是吃惊的，所以B正确。

15. B　推断题。在文章最后一段中詹宁斯指出，在美国，新闻界无疑清楚一位强有力的总统的影响力，并且在某种程度上也意识到他们要通过竞争赢得公众的赞许，由此推断，美国媒体更注重公众对报道的反应，所以B正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章主要阐述了科幻小说的定义，介绍了它的特点。科幻小说是一种文学流派，因此和其他文学作品有很多相似之处，而阅读、欣赏科幻小说的原因以及研究、分析科幻小说的方式也和阅读、分析其他故事或小说是相同的。


答案解析：


16. A　推断题。文章第一段指出，许多人对科幻小说的理解让人感到遗憾，因为它诋毁了一种有价值的甚至是重要的文学形式，科幻小说与这种毫无根据的模式化理解相反，它实际上反映人与科技以及人与宇宙的关系，由此推断，人们普遍对科幻小说存有偏见，所以A正确。

17. C　推断题。文章第三段最后一句指出，说科幻小说是小说的子流派，就是说它和一般的小说有着共同的基本特征，其基本功能也是相同的，由此推断，科幻小说被称为文学的子流派是因为它和其他种类的小说有共同的特点，所以C正确。

18. A　推断题。文章最后一段第三句指出，和散文一样，科幻小说的主题也涉及对人性以及人在周围世界的经历的诠释，由此推断，人们看科幻小说主要是为了弄懂它的意思，所以A正确。原文并未提到语言的优美、人物的展示以及心理的复杂性，故排除其他三项。

19. D　推断题。文章最后一句指出，人们阅读、欣赏科幻小说的原因及他们研究、分析科幻小说的方法与人们阅读、欣赏、研究和分析任何其他故事或小说的原因和方法基本相同，由此推断，能欣赏小说就应该能欣赏科幻小说，所以D正确。

20. B　主旨题。文章首先指出人们对科幻小说的普遍误解，接着阐述了科幻小说的定义，并介绍了它与其他小说的共同点，综合可知，本文主要是在介绍什么是科幻小说，所以B正确。

Unit 7


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 469, Time: 10 mins

If an occupation census
 had been taken in the eleventh century, it would probably have revealed that quite 90% of the people were country dwellers who drew their livelihood from farming, herding, fishing, or the forest. An air photograph taken at that time would have revealed a sprinkling
 of villages, linked together by un-surfaced roads and more than 10,000 persons. A second picture, taken in the mid-fourteenth century would show that the villages had grown larger, more numerous, and also more widespread, for Europeans had pushed their frontier outward by clearing, draining, and settling new areas. There would be more people on the road, rivers and seas, carrying food or raw materials to towns which had increased in number, size and importance. But a photograph taken about 1450 would reveal that little further expansion had taken place during the preceding hundred years.

Any attempt to describe the countryside during those centuries is beset by two difficulties. In the first place we have to examine the greater part of Europe's 3,750,000 square miles, and not merely the Mediterranean lands. In the second place the inhabitants of that wide expanse refuse to fit into one standard pattern or to stand still. There is variety and there is change. ①Consequently, as a distinguished student of medieval
 rural life once remarked, “In the history of land problems, there is no sin like the sin of generalization”, and “There is no heresy
 about the Middle Ages quite so pernicious（有害的）as the theory that they were unchanging.”


In the early days of studying economic history it was customary to describe a “typical” manor and give the impression that all rural life was of this kind. But a vast amount of research has been done since then, for the field is an interesting one, the documents are abundant in some countries, the work calls for great patience and skill, and the results may be revolutionary. From such arduous（辛勤的）labor Professor Eileen Power emerged with the conclusion that “manor” was a term about as descriptive as the word “mammal”. ②After equally arduous effort Professor Kosminsky defined the manor as a community in which unfree villagers (villains, serfs) cultivated their lord's domain
 as the price of their serfdom and of their use of a holding of land.
 He then discovered that even in the English midlands, the stronghold of manors, only about 60% of the territory was “manorial” in 1279. The remaining 40% was non-manorial; it had no unfree tenants, or it had no domain, or it was all domain and had no villain holdings. In France and other continental regions research is revealing similar diversity. After reading a recent study of the seigniorial（领主的）system in Lorraine, one reviewer threw up his hands and exclaimed, “The more we look at things, the more they appear complicated.”

1. According to the passage by 1350, as compared with three hundred years earlier, Europeans had_____.

A. larger territory

B. dug more canals for irrigation

C. made Europe larger by conquest

D. have their lifestyles altered

2. It is rather difficult to describe the countryside during the period under consideration because the inhabitants_____.

A. rebelled against the conformity expected of them

B. moved around too much to study properly

C. frequently changed their system of life

D. left behind no written proof of their life

3. The word “heresy” (Line 7, Para. 2) most probably means_____.

A. an opinion of worshipping God

B. a belief against what is established

C. an advocate of returning to the past

D. an act that runs counter to public interests

4. It is implied in the passage that the findings made in the study concerning economic history may be_____.

A. misleading

B. faultless

C. contradictory

D. oversimplified

5. In the eyes of the author, the life in the country in medieval times_____.

A. was nothing less than interesting

B. proved as laborious as possible

C. conformed to a certain pattern

D. was characterized by absolute freedom



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


census n.
 人口普查

sprinkling n.
 零星

medieval adj.
 中世纪的

domain n.
 领土


难句译文


①因此，一位研究中世纪农村生活的著名学者曾经这样说：“在土地问题的历史上，最大的罪过就是笼统化”，“关于中世纪最有害的异端邪说就是它们一成不变的理论”。

②在同样艰辛的努力之后，克斯明斯凯教授把庄园定义为一个社区，在这个社区里，失去自由的村民们（农民们、农奴们）耕种地主的土地，作为其农奴身份和使用他们租种的土地的代价。holding在此意为“佃户租种的土地”。



Passage Two

Words: 501, Time: 10.5 mins

Perhaps only a small boy training to be a wizard at the Hogwarts School of magic could cast a spell so powerful as to create the biggest book launch ever. Wherever in the world the clock strikes midnight on June 20th, his followers will flock to get their paws on one of more than 10m copies of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
 . Bookshops will open in the middle of the night and delivery firms are drafting in extra staff and bigger trucks. Related toys, games, DVDs and other merchandise will be everywhere. There will be no escaping Potter mania.


Yet Mr. Potter's world is a curious one, in which things are often not what they appear. While an excitable media (hereby including The Economist
 , happy to support such a fine example of globalization) is helping to hype the launch of J.K. Rowling's fifth novel, about the most adventurous thing that the publishers (Scholastic in America and Britain's Bloomsbury) have organized is a reading by Ms. Rowling in London's Royal Albert Hall, to be broadcast as a live web cast.
 Hollywood, which owns everything else to do with Harry Potter, says it is doing even less. Incredible as it may seem, the guardians
 of the brand say that, to protect the Potter franchise, they are trying to maintain a low profile, well, relatively low.

Ms. Rowling signed a contract in 1998 with Warner Brothers, part of AOL Time Warner, giving the studio exclusive film, licensing and merchandising rights in return for what now appears to have been a steal: some $500,000.

Globally, the first four Harry Potter books have sold some 200m copies in 55 languages; the two movies have grossed over $1.8 billion at the box office.

This is a stunning
 success by any measure, especially as Ms. Rowling has long demanded that Harry Potter should not be over-commercialized. In line with her wishes, Warner says it is being extraordinarily careful, at least by Hollywood standards, about what it licenses and to whom. It imposed tough conditions on Coca-Cola, insisting that no Harry Potter images should appear on cans, and is now in the process of making its licensing programme even more restrictive. Coke may soon be considered too mass market to carry the brand at all.

The deal with Warner ties much of the merchandising to the films alone. There are no officially sanctioned
 products relating to Harry Potter and Order of the Phoenix
 ; nor yet for Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
 , the film of the third book, which is due out in June 2004. “Warner agrees that Ms. Rowling's creation is a different sort of commercial property, one with long-term potential that could be damaged by a typical Hollywood marketing blitz,” says Diane Nelson, the studio's global brand manager for Harry Potter. “It is vital,” she adds, “that with more to come, readers of the books are not alienated. The evidence from our market research is that enthusiasm for the property by fans is not waning.”

6. What can we infer from “there will be no escaping Potter mania” (Line 7, Para. 1)?

A. Harry Potter's appeal for the readers is simply irresistible.

B. It is somewhat irrational to be so crazy about the magic boy.

C. Craze about Harry Potter will not be over in the near future.

D. Hogwarts school of magic will be the biggest attraction world over.

7. Ms. Rowling's reading in London's Royal Albert Hall is mentioned to show_____.

A. publishers are really adventurous in managing the Potter's business

B. businesses involved with Potter are moving along in an unusual way

C. the media are promoting Potter mania more actively than Hollywood

D. businesses are actually more credible than media in Potter's world

8. The author believes that_____.

A. Britain's Sunday Times
 rich list is not very convincing as it sounds

B. Time Warner's management of licenses is a bit over-commercialized

C. other firms may produce goods using Harry Potter images at will

D. what Ms. Rowling got in return for her offering to Warner is a real bargain

9. Paragraph 5 intends mainly to show Warner's_____.

A. determination to promote Potter

B. consistence in conducting business

C. high regard for Ms. Rowling's request

D. careful restrictions on licensing to Coca-Cola

10. It can be concluded from the last paragraph that_____.

A. products of Potter films have brought enormous profits to Warner

B. current Hollywood's marketing of Potter may damage its potential

C. readers could get tired of Ms. Rowling's writings sooner or later

D. Warner will maintain the same strategy with Potter in future



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


guardian n.
 护卫者，保护人

stunning adj.
 极好的；令人吃惊的

sanction v.
 批准，同意


难句译文


就在敏感的媒体（包括《经济学家》杂志也乐于宣传这样一个全球化的经典之作）帮着大肆宣传J·K·罗琳的第五部小说发行的同时，出版社（美国的学术出版社及英国的布鲁斯伯里出版社）也做了最冒险的宣传——请罗琳女士到伦敦皇家阿尔伯特大厅朗读一段，并在网上实况转播。



Passage Three

Words: 478, Time: 10 mins

St. Paul didn't like it. Moses warned his people against it. Hesiod declared it “mischievous” and “hard to get rid of it”, but Oscar Wilder said, “Gossip
 is charming.”

“History is merely gossip,” he wrote in one of his famous plays. “But scandal is gossip made tedious by morality.”

In times past, under Jewish law, gossipmongers
 might be fined or flogged（鞭笞）. The Puritans put them in stocks or ducking stools, but no punishment seemed to have the desired effect of preventing gossip, which has continued uninterrupted across the back fences of the centuries.

Today, however, the much maligned human foible（弱点）is being looked at in a different light. Psychologists, sociologists, philosophers, even evolutionary biologists are concluding that gossip may not be so bad after all.

“Gossip is a valuable activity,” philosophy professor Aaron Ben-Ze'ev states in a book he has edited, entitled Good Gossip
 . For one thing, gossip helps us acquire information that we need to know that doesn't come through ordinary channels, such as: “What was the real reason so-and-so was fired from the office?” “Gossip also is a form of social bonding
 ,” Dr. Ben-Ze'ev says. It is “a kind of sharing” that also “satisfies the tribal need—namely, the need to belong to and be accepted by a unique group”. What's more, the professor notes, “Gossip is enjoyable.”

①Another gossip groupie, Dr. Ronald de Sousa, a professor of philosophy at the University of Toronto, describes gossip basically as a form of indiscretion
 and a “saintly virtue”, by which he means that the knowledge spread by gossip, will usually end up being slightly beneficial.
 “It seems likely that a world in which all information were universally available would be preferable to a world where immense power resides in the control of secrets,” he writes.

Still, everybody knows that gossip can have its ill effects, especially on the poor wretch
 being gossiped about. And people should refrain
 from certain kinds of gossip that might be harmful, even though the ducking stool is long out of fashion.

②By the way, there is also an interesting strain of gossip called medical gossip, which in its best form, according to researchers Jerry M. Suls and Franklin Goodkin, can motivate people with symptoms of serious illness, but who are unaware of it, to seek medical help.


So go ahead and gossip. But remember, if (as often is the case among gossipers) you should suddenly become one of the gossips instead, it is best to employ the foolproof defense recommended by Plato, who may have learned the lesson from Socrates, who as you know was the victim of gossip spread that he was corrupting
 the youth of Athens: when men speak ill of you, so live that nobody will believe them. Or, as Will Rogers said, “Live so that you wouldn't be ashamed to sell the family parrot to the town gossip.”

11. Persons' remarks are mentioned at the beginning of the passage to_____.

A. show the general disapproval of gossip

B. introduce the topic of gossip

C. examine gossip from a historical perspective

D. prove the real value of gossip

12. By “Gossip also is a form of social bonding” (Line 4-5, Para. 5), Professor Aaron Ben-Ze'ev means gossip_____.

A. is a valuable source of social information

B. produces a joy that most people in society need

C. brings people the feel of being part of a group

D. satisfies people's need of being unusual

13. According to the passage, which of the following statements is TRUE?

A. Everyone involved will not benefit from gossip.

B. Philosophers may hold different attitudes toward gossip.

C. Dr. Ronald De Sousa regards gossips as perfectly advantageous.

D. People are generally not conscious of the value of medical gossip.

14. We learn from the last paragraph that_____.

A. gossipers will surely become gossips someday

B. Socrates was a typical example of a gossiper becoming a gossip

C. Plato escaped being a victim of gossip by no gossiping

D. an easy way to confront gossip when subjected to it is to live as usual

15. The author's attitude toward “gossip” can be best described as_____.

A. neutral

B. positive

C. negative

D. indifferent



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


gossip n.
 闲话，闲谈

gossipmonger n.
 饶舌；爱说闲话的人

indiscretion n.
 不慎重，轻率

wretch n.
 不幸的人

refrain vi.
 避免；制止

corrupt vt.
 腐蚀


难句译文


①另一位闲话的支持者，多伦多大学的哲学教授罗纳德·德索萨博士认为，闲话是一种“不谨慎”的行为，也是一种“圣徒般的美德”，他的意思是说，闲话传播的信息到头来往往是有些益处的。

②顺便提一下，有一种叫做“医疗闲话”的闲话很有趣，据研究人员杰里·M·苏尔斯和富兰克林·古德金的研究，这种闲话的一个好处是能激励那些有严重疾病症状但自己却没有意识到的人去寻求医生的帮助。



Passage Four

Words: 457, Time: 10 mins

Technological characteristics of the factory of the future will be influenced by both “science push” and “market pull”. Science push relates to the many scientific developments that are being announced from laboratories around the world.

①The manufacturing community is alert to these developments and when creative people visualize opportunities to solve major problems with new scientific developments, they are responsive to initiate major projects to attempt to capture a competitive edge.
 Market pull is the other dimension. The manufacturing community sees opportunities to gain a competitive edge by drawing existing or emerging technologies on to the shop floor, and they are willing to invest in the future. The driving force in both cases is the desire to increase productivity and quality. History has demonstrated that both phenomena are at work in the manufacturing environment.

②Underlying the future of the manufacturing environment of tomorrow are the strategic technologies that we recognize today as playing an important role in our planning in industrial and university research laboratories.
 Let me elaborate on what I consider the strategic technologies in the laboratory with both medium and long-range perspectives on the future. My strategic technologies include: new materials (including polymers
 , alloys
 , ceramics
 and composites, and superconductors), computer engineering, microelectronics, micro-fabrication, photonics, and manufacturing system (automation
 for machines and processes, new processes, engineering management).

The reality of the impact of the strategic technologies which I have mentioned is not an issue. What are the issues include: how rapidly will their impact be left, how will the capital investments required be justified
 , and how will we educate the workforce to implement and manage them. I believe these issues will be resolved in an evolutionary way rather than as a new industrial revolution. There are already unfortunate examples of failure in attempts to implement individual views of factories of the future. ③The underlying problems will surface when we attempt too much, too soon, and without a thorough knowledge of all of the important features of strategic technologies and of whether they are fit for an effective manufacturing facility.
 The lack of standards has been recognized as a major deterrent
 to integration, and major steps have been taken on a national and worldwide basis to correct the situation. We cannot overestimate the power of the human being to adapt and to succeed. We have not yet duplicated
 this power with the computer. However, we have achieved the ability to use the computer to make the human more productive, more reliable and more powerful. This is perhaps the beginning for developing a more focused view of what we mean by the factory of the future. The issue of strategic technologies is of great importance to the development of the factory of the future. It is a matter of survival.

16. The most suitable title of the passage would be_____.

A. The Factory of the Future: Technological Aspects

B. Science Push and Market Pull

C. The Impact of Strategic Technologies

D. The Future of the Manufacturing Environment

17. When the manufacturing community sees opportunities to solve major problems with new scientific development, it_____.

A. is alert and willing to invest in the future

B. will stop drawing existing or emerging technologies on to the shop floor

C. will quickly undertake new projects to capture the competitive edge

D. will wait and see if it has “science push” and “market pull”

18. It is implied in the passage that the implementation of new strategic technologies will most probably not succeed if we_____.

A. treat the strategic technologies in an evolutionary way

B. attempt to resolve the issue of strategic technologies too soon in a revolutionary way

C. do not realize the impact of new strategic technologies

D. can not make the computer more productive, reliable and powerful

19. The word “deterrent” (Line 10, Para. 4) most probably refers to_____

A. advantage

B. shortcoming

C. disadvantage

D. handicap

20. The author stresses in the last paragraph that to cope with the issue of strategic technologies, we should_____.

A. rely chiefly on more productive and powerful computers

B. take major steps on a national and worldwide basis

C. put the power of the human being to full play

D. focus on different views concerning the factory of the future



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


polymer n.
 聚合体

alloy n.
 合金

ceramic n.
 陶瓷制品

automation n.
 自动控制

justify v.
 证明……是正当的

duplicate vt.
 复制


难句译文


①制造业十分关注这些科学发展，当富有创造力的人们将用新的科研成果来解决主要的问题的机会展现出来时，这些制造公司便积极启动大项目，试图抢占竞争优势。edge在此意为“优势、强势”。

②这种战略技术是构成未来制造业环境的基础，现在我们认识到这种战略技术在工业计划和大学研究实验中发挥着重要作用。

③如果我们尝试追求数量和速度，却没有对战略技术的所有重要特征作全面的了解，不了解它们是否适合有效的生产设备，就会出现潜在的问题。surface在此意为“浮出水面、显露出来”。





答案速查：



[image: 174]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章主要论述了公元14世纪中叶欧洲扩张给整个欧洲社会带来的影响。在公元11世纪，欧洲90%的人靠农耕、放牧等为生，后来欧洲不断扩张其领地，随之而来的是人们生活形态和社会经济形态的变化。


答案解析：


1. A　细节题。文章第一段第三句指出，如果有拍摄于14世纪中期的欧洲的照片，该照片就会显示出村庄规模变大，数量增加，并且分布更为广泛，由此可知，1350年的欧洲人与之前的三百年相比拥有更大的版图，所以选A。该句还提到，欧洲人是通过清理土地、排干积水和到新地方定居来扩大版图的，而不是通过侵略扩大版图的，故排除干扰项C。

2. C　推断题。文章第二段介绍了描述那一时期的农村的两个困难：一是不能只研究地中海地区，还要研究欧洲更广大的区域；二是各地居民无法归在一个标准的生活模式中，其生活方式也并非一成不变，由此推断，当时的农村难以描述的原因之一是居民经常改变生活方式，所以C正确。

3. B　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“正如一位研究中世纪农村生活的著名学者所说：‘在土地问题的历史上，最大的罪过就是笼统，中世纪最有害的_____就是它们一成不变的理论'”，结合四个选项A（敬神）、B（反对已有主张的观点）、C（对回到过去的提倡）、D（与公众利益相悖的举动），只有B与句意相符。

4. D　推断题。文章最后一段开头指出，早期研究经济史的惯例是描述一个典型的庄园，给人的印象是那时所有的农村生活都是如此。但是从那时起就有很多研究，一些国家还有丰富的文件资料，这项工作要求有极大的耐心和技巧，结果可能是革命性的，由此推断，经济史研究所得的发现可能过于简单，并未结合相关文献做进一步研究，所以D正确。

5. A　推断题。文章最后一段指出，关于乡村生活的研究领域是非常有趣的，故可推论出在作者眼中，当时的乡村生活很有趣，故选A，其中nothing less than意为“不亚于，完全”。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，虽然《哈里·波特》系列书籍引起了购书狂潮和大家的追捧，但作者罗琳女士和与其签约的华纳公司并没有大张旗鼓地宣传其周边产品，反而采取了谨慎保守的态度，这与好莱坞惯用的商业宣传手法大相径庭。


背景知识：


《哈利·波特》系列儿童小说屡屡进入世界各地畅销书排行榜，创下出版业的销售奇迹：在130多个国家，销售量高达2亿6千万册。J·K·Rowling也因此成为目前世界上最负盛名的儿童文学作家。


答案解析：


6. A　语义题。分析上下文可知，该句应该是对上文所做描述的总结。上文提到，在6月20日午夜钟声敲响时，哈利·波特的追捧者就会蜂拥去买《哈利·波特与凤凰令》，书店将在半夜营业，运输公司也将增加人手，并用更大的卡车运输，相关的玩具、游戏、光盘和其他产品都将出现。所有这些都是对哈利·波特所引起的世界性狂热的描述，由此推断，被考查句应意在说明哈利·波特对读者来说有难以抗拒的吸引力，所以A正确。

7. B　推断题。文章第二段第二句指出，就在媒体帮着大肆宣传罗琳第五部小说发行的同时，出版社也做了最冒险的宣传——请罗琳到伦敦皇家阿尔伯特大厅朗读一段，并在网上实况转播，由此推断，提到罗琳应邀朗读一事是为了说明此次行为不同往常，所以B正确。原文并未提到出版商在管理波特的业务上确实存在风险，故排除干扰项A。

8. D　推断题。由文章第三段可知，罗琳与华纳公司签了合约，授予该公司拍摄电影、特许经营和商品开发的权利，而她的所得现在看起来非常少，只有约50万美元，由此推断，作者认为罗琳女士的所得与她授予华纳公司的权利相比非常少，所以D正确。

9. C　推断题。文章第五段指出，罗琳一直要求不要将哈利·波特过分商业化，按照罗琳的要求，华纳公司称自己在授权许可方面格外小心，该段接着举例说明华纳公司禁止可口可乐公司把哈利·波特的形象印到可乐罐上，由此推断，华纳公司严格遵循罗琳的要求，没有将哈利·波特过分商业化，所以C正确。

10. D　推断题。作者在前文提到华纳公司并未将哈利·波特过分商业化，最后一段则重申了这种做法的正确性，并讲到市场调研表明哈利·波特迷们激情未减，由此推断，华纳公司在未来还将保持这一策略，所以D正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章指出，从古至今，大多数人都认为说闲话是令人鄙视的。作者却从另一个角度分析了这个“人类弱点”。文章旨在说明，闲话其实并没那么糟，一般的闲话很可能给人带来好处。文章还介绍了被说闲话的人该如何应对尴尬的处境。


答案解析：


11. B　推断题。文章开头引用了几个有关闲话的言论：圣保罗不喜欢闲话，摩西告诫人民不要说闲话，赫西奥德说闲话有害且难以摆脱，而奥斯卡·王尔德则说闲话很迷人，而文章接下来的内容都是围绕闲话展开的，由此推断，开篇提到那几个有关闲话的言论是为了引出本文的主题——说闲话，所以B正确。

12. C　语义题。被考查句的字面意思是“闲话也是社会联系的一种形式”，再结合接下来指出的，闲话也是一种分享，并且满足族群需求，即归属于独特集体或被独特集体所接受的需求，由此推断可知，被考查句想要说明的是闲话可以让人们感到自己是集体的一部分，所以C正确。

13. A　推断题。文章第七段指出，每个人都知道说闲话有负面影响，尤其是对被说闲话的不幸的人而言，人们应该避免说那些可能有害的闲话，由此推断，尽管上文提到说闲话有益，但并不是所有人都会从说闲话中受益，所以A正确。

14. D　细节题。文章最后一段说明了自己成为闲话的对象时该如何应对：最佳的应对方法是像平常一样生活，谣言就会不攻自破，所以D正确。

15. B　观点态度题。文章第四段指出，现在人们对闲话的看法和过去不一样了，心理学家、社会学家、哲学家等都认为闲话可能并不是不好的，文章接着列举了一些人的看法，进而说明闲话可能给人带来好处，可见，作者对说闲话持肯定态度，所以B正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章指出，未来工厂的发展会受到科技的推进和市场的带动，因此未来的工厂所采用的战略技术是影响工厂发展的重要因素，也是关系到工厂能否生存下去的关键。


答案解析：


16. A　主旨题。文章前两段指出，未来工厂的科技特性将受到“科学推动”和“市场带动”的影响；第三段指出了战略技术在工业领域的重要作用；最后一段提到应该以革命的方式来解决战略技术问题。综合可知，本文主要论述了未来工厂的战略技术问题，所以A正确。

17. C　细节题。文章第二段第一句指出，制造界对于这些发展很敏感，当有创造力的人们寻求机会用新的科学发展成果解决主要问题时，他们就会相应地开始大的项目，企图占据市场竞争优势，所以C正确，其中的undertake new projects是对原文中initiate major projects的同义转述。

18. B　推断题。文章最后一段第五句提到，如果我们过多过快地做出尝试，却并未全面了解战略技术所有重要的特征，以及它们是否适合有效的生产设备，就会出现潜在的问题，由此推断，如果我们以革命性的方式过快地解决战略技术问题，那么这些问题就不会得到解决，对战略技术的应用也就很可能失败，所以B正确。

19. D　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“缺乏标准被公认为整合的主要_____，在国家和全球范围内都已经采取了较大的措施来纠正目前这种状况”。结合选项A（优势）、B（缺点）、C（劣势）、D（障碍），B、C两项因意思相近可直接排除，优势显然没有纠正的必要，故排除A，只有D符合句意，所以D正确。

20. C　推断题。文章最后一段指出，我们不能过高评价人类的适应力和取得成功的能力，我们还没有在计算机上复制这种能力，但是借助计算机我们已经能够使人类更多产、更可靠、更强大，这显然是对人类力量的强调，再结合该段之前提到的战略技术问题推断可知，作者认为想要解决战略技术问题就应该将人的力量发挥到极致，所以C正确。

Unit 8


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 506, Time: 10.5 mins

The mental health movement in the United States began with a period of considerable enlightenment. ①Dorothea Dix was shocked to find the mentally ill in jails and almshouses（养老院）and crusaded for the establishment of asylums in which people could receive humane care in hospital like environments and treatment which might help restore them to sanity.
 By the mid 1800s, 20 states had established asylums, but during the late 1800s and early 1900s, in the face of economic depression, legislatures were unable to appropriate sufficient funds for decent care. Asylums became overcrowded and prison like. Additionally, patients were more resistant to treatment than the pioneers in the mental health field had anticipated, and security and restraint were needed to protect patients and others. Mental institutions became frightening and depressing places in which the rights of patients were all but forgotten.

These conditions continued until after World War II. ②At that time, new treatments were discovered for some major mental illnesses theretofore considered untreatable (penicillin for syphilis of the brain and insulin treatment for schizophrenia and depressions), and a succession of books, motion pictures, and newspaper exposes called attention to the plight
 of the mentally ill.
 Improvements were made and Dr. David Vail's Humane Practices Program is a beacon for today. But changes were slow in coming until the early 1960s. ③At that time, the Civil Rights movement led lawyers to investigate America's prisons, which were disproportionately populated by blacks, and they in turn followed prisoners into the only institutions that were worse than the prisons—the hospitals for the criminally insane
 .
 The prisons were filled with angry young men that, encouraged by legal support, were quick to demand their rights. ④The hospitals for the criminally insane, by contrast, were populated with people who were considered “crazy” and who were often kept obediently
 in their place through the use of severe bodily restraints
 and large doses of major tranquilizers.
 The young cadre（骨干）of public interest lawyers liked their role in the mental hospitals. The lawyers found a population that was both passive and easy to champion. These were, after all, people who, unlike criminals, had done nothing wrong. And in many states, they were being kept in horrendous institutions, an injustice, which once exposed, was bound to shock the public and, particularly, the judicial
 conscience. Patients' rights groups successfully encouraged reform by lobbying in state legislatures.

Judicial interventions have had some definite positive effects, but there is growing awareness that courts cannot provide the standards and the review mechanisms that assure good patient care. ⑤The details of providing day-to-day care simply cannot be mandated by a court, so it is time to take from the courts the responsibility for delivery of mental health care and assurance
 of patient rights and return it to the state mental health administrators to whom the mandate was originally given.
 Though it is a difficult task, administrators must undertake to write rules and standards and to provide the training and surveillance（监督）to assure that treatment is given and patient rights are respected.

1. The main purpose of the passage is to_____.

A. provide an historical perspective on problems of mental health care

B. increase public awareness of the plight of the mentally ill

C. shock the reader with vivid descriptions of asylums

D. describe the invention of new treatments for mental illness

2. People who are the patients in asylums can best be described as_____.

A. insensitive

B. neutral

C. pathetic

D. enthusiastic

3. According to the passage, mental hospital conditions were radically changed because of_____.

A. groups of young angry men in the 1900s

B. active young lawyers in the 1960s

C. innocent insane patients' protest

D. powerful court interventions

4. It can be inferred from the passage that, had the Civil Rights movement not prompted an investigation of prison conditions, _____.

A. states would never have established asylums for the mentally ill

B. new treatments for major mental illness would have likely remained untested

C. the Civil Rights movement in America would have been politically ineffective

D. conditions in mental hospitals might have escaped judicial scrutiny

5. The tone of the final paragraph can best be described as_____.

A. overly emotional

B. cleverly deceptive

C. cautiously optimistic

D. fiercely independent



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


plight n.
 情况

insane adj.
 患精神病的

obediently adv.
 服从地，顺从地

restraint n.
 克制，约束

judicial adj.
 司法的

assurance n.
 确信


难句译文


①多萝西娅·迪克斯惊奇地发现监狱和养老院也有精神病人，她投身于建立精神病院，在那里人们可以得到像在医院里一样的仁慈的照顾和治疗，这些或许能帮助他们恢复正常。

②那时，人们发现了一些新方法来治疗主要的精神疾病（青霉素治疗大脑梅毒，胰岛素治疗精神分裂症和抑郁症），而在此以前，这些疾病都被认为是无法治疗的，各种书、电影和报纸的披露都引起了人们对精神病人状况的关注。

③那时，由于民权运动，律师们着手调查美国监狱，那里明显以黑人居多，之后他们跟随囚犯进入了惟一比监狱更糟糕的地方，那就是为精神病犯人建造的医院。

④相反，精神病犯人医院的病人被视为“疯子”，医生往往通过使用严厉的身体约束和大剂量的镇静剂让他们老实地呆在他们的牢房。

⑤显然，不可能委托法庭提供日复一日的细微照顾，因此，现在是时候将法庭提供精神健康治疗和确保病人权利的责任还给州精神病健康管理人员，这种委托管理权原本就是属于他们的。



Passage Two

Words: 454, Time: 10 mins

For one thing, tightness in the job market seems to have given men an additional incentive to take jobs where they can find them. Although female dominated office and service jobs for the most part, rank lower in pay and status, “they're still there,” says June O'Neill, director of program and policy research at the institute. Traditionally male blue-collar jobs, meanwhile, “aren't increasing at all”.

At the same time, she says, “The outlooks of young people are different.” Younger men with less rigid views on what constitutes male or female work “may not feel there's such a stigma
 to work in a female dominated field.”

Although views have softened, men who cross the sexual segregation line in the job market may still face discrimination and ridicule. David Anderson, a 36-year-old former high school teacher, says he found secretarial work “a way out of teaching and into the business world”. He had applied for work at 23 employment agencies for “management training jobs that didn't exist”, and he discovered that “the best skill I had was being able to type 70 words a minute”.

He took a job as a secretary to the marketing director of a New York publishing company. But he says he could feel a lot of people wondering what he was doing there and if something was wrong with him.

Mr. Anderson's boss was a woman. When she asked him to fetch coffee, he says, “The other secretaries' eyebrows went up.” Sales executives who came in to see his boss, he says, “couldn't quite believe that I could and would type, take dictation, and answer the phones.”

Males sometimes find themselves mistaken for higher status professionals. Anthony Shee, a flight attendant with U.S. Air Inc., has been mistaken for a pilot. Mr. Anderson, the secretary, says he found himself being “treated in executive tones whenever I wore a suit”.

In fact, the men in traditional female jobs often move up the ladder fast. Mr. Anderson actually worked only seven months as a secretary. Then he got a higher level, better paying job as a placement counselor at an employment agency. “I got a lot of encouragement to advance,” he says, “including job tips from male executives who couldn't quite see me staying a secretary.”

Experts say, for example that while men make up only a small fraction of elementary school teachers, a disproportionate
 number of elementary principals are men. Barbara Bergmann, an economist at the University of Maryland who has studied sex segregation at work, believes that's partly because of “sexism in the occupational structure” and partly because men have been raised to assert themselves and to assume responsibility
 . Men may also feel more compelled than women to advance, she suspects.

6. According to the passage, which statement is TRUE?

A. Only younger men have the courage to work in a female dominated field.

B. Some men would not like to take blue-collar jobs because they are too tough.

C. Although the jobs in female dominated careers pay lower, men still take them.

D. Men have taken jobs in female dominated careers because these jobs pay more.

7. The second paragraph suggests that_____.

A. young people have more rigid ideas about male or female work than their parents do

B. both young people and their parents have rigid ideas about male or female work

C. parents have less rigid ideas about male or female work than their children do

D. young people have less rigid ideas about male or female work than their parents do

8. David Anderson says that_____.

A. he encountered some discrimination and ridicule when he was working as a secretary

B. he received encouragement and acceptance from the women secretaries

C. men make better secretaries than women do

D. men can do well in a female dominated field

9. Why was Anthony Shee, a flight attendant with U.S. Air Inc., mistaken for a pilot?

A. Because he always wore a pilot's uniform.

B. Because he told people he was a pilot instead of a flight attendant.

C. Because he wants to be a pilot.

D. Because people tend to mistake men for higher status professionals.

10. What can be inferred from the last paragraph?

A. Men may be more assertive than women at work.

B. Women pay more attention to their families than to their work.

C. Most elementary principals are men.

D. Men are more likely to get promoted than women.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


stigma n.
 耻辱

disproportionate adj.
 不成比例的


难句译文


美国马里兰大学的经济学家芭芭拉·柏格曼一直研究工作性别划分问题，她认为一部分原因是“职业结构中的男性至上主义”，另一部分原因是社会促使男人S们表现出自信并承担责任。assert oneself意为“表现出自信而受到注意和尊重”。



Passage Three

Words: 480, Time: 10.5 mins

For Tony Blair, the outside world is a place of moral certainty
 . There are good guys and bad guys, and what needs to be done is pretty clear. Home, by contrast, is a messy sort of place, where the prime minister's job is not to uphold eternal
 values but to force through some unpopular changes that may make the country work a bit better. So, if, as Britain dispatches 1,700 marines to help finish off the bad guys in Afghanistan, Mr. Blair cuts a more impressive figure abroad than he does at home, it is not surprising. Mr. Blair's government is at that dangerous stage.

The gloss of last year's landslide（政党或候选人的胜利）has worn off; the next election is too far away to foster
 unity among the Labor Party and its allies; fighting the battles that need to be fought seems like hard work. No wonder Mr. Blair is not looking so steady. The area where this is most obvious, and where it matters most is the public services. Mr. Blair faces a difficulty here which is partly of his own making. By focusing his last election campaign on the need to improve hospitals, schools, transport and policing, he built up expectations. And he has been admirably frank about how that improvement needs to be achieved. A lazier and more cynical
 prime minister might have blamed past failure on Tory under funding, thrown some more money at the relevant ministries and hoped for the best. Mr. Blair has said many times those reforms in the way the public services work need to go alongside increases in cash.

The trouble is that public services are, for the most part, people—teachers, doctors, nurses, policemen—so reforming them means changing working practices. People don't much like having new ways of working forced on them, and their unions see resisting change as their raison d'etre（存在的目的或理由）. So the hardest part of the government's task is getting the unions to agree to change.

Mr. Blair has made his task harder by committing a classic negotiation error. Instead of extracting concessions
 from the other side before promising his own, he has pledged
 himself to higher spending on public services without getting a commitment to change from the unions.

Nor are other ministries conveying quite the same message as the treasury. On March 19th, John Hutton, a health minister, announced that cleaners and catering staff in new privately funded hospitals working for the National Health Service will still be government employees, entitled to the same pay and conditions as other health service workers. Since one of the main ways in which the government hopes to reform the public sector is by using private providers, and since one of the main ways in which private providers are likely to be able to save money is by cutting labor costs, this move seems to undermine
 the government's strategy.


11. As is described in the first paragraph, Tony Blair's government is strikingly characterized by its_____.

A. prompt fulfillment of its promises

B. timely coordination with other departments

C. dedication to the efficiency of administration

D. involvement in a dangerous stage

12. The Blair's government is looking so uncertain in the area which_____.

A. underlies the government strategy

B. matters most to voters

C. welcomes easy concessions

D. entitles workers to pensions

13. Mr. Blair's achievements on reforms_____.

A. meet the expectations of government employees

B. fail to live up to his remarks on election

C. goes against the interests of the populace

D. neglects the section of public services

14. Strong opposition is leveled against Mr. Blair's strategy because the government _____.

A. wants to take advantage of private providers

B. pledges itself to higher spending on health care

C. asserts its absolute control of the nation

D. hopes to change working practices

15. At the time when the article was written, the situation in Britain's public services seems to be_____.

A. quite encouraging

B. very impressive

C. rather bleak

D. fairly promising



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


certainty n.
 确定

uphold vt.
 支持

eternal adj.
 永恒的

foster vt.
 培养；促进

cynical adj.
 愤世嫉俗的

concession n.
 让步

pledge vt.
 保证

undermine v.
 破坏


难句译文


由于政府希望对公共部门进行改革的一个主要方式就是利用私营供应者，又因为私营供应者节约成本的一个主要方式似乎就是削减劳动力成本，这样的举措似乎会破坏政府的战略。



Passage Four

Words: 461, Time: 10 mins

The period of adolescence, i.e., the period between childhood and adulthood may be long or short, depending on social expectations and on society's definition as to what constitutes maturity
 and adulthood. ①In primitive societies adolescence is frequently a relatively short period of time, while in industrial societies with patterns of prolonged education coupled with
 laws against child labor, the period of adolescence is much longer and may include most of the second decade of one's life.
 Furthermore, the length of the adolescent period and the definition of adulthood status may change in a given society as social and economic conditions change.

Examples of this type of change are the disappearance of the frontier in the latter part of the nineteenth century in the United States, and more universally, the industrialization of an agricultural society. In modern society, ceremonies for adolescence have lost their formal recognition and symbolic
 significance and there no longer is agreement as to what constitutes initiation
 ceremonies. Social ones have been replaced by a sequence of steps that lead to increased recognition and social status. ②For example, grade school graduation, high school graduation and college graduation constitute such a sequence, and while each step implies certain behavioral changes and social recognition, the significance of each depends on the socio-economic status and the educational ambition of the individual.


Ceremonies for adolescence have also been replaced by legal definitions of status roles, rights, privileges
 and responsibilities. It is during the nine years from the twelfth birthday to the twenty-first that the protective and restrictive aspects of childhood and minor status are removed and adult privileges and responsibilities are granted. The twelve-year-old is no longer considered a child and has to pay full fare for train, airplane, theater and movie tickets. Basically, the individual at this age loses childhood privileges without gaining significant adult rights. At the age of sixteen the adolescent is granted certain adult rights which increase his social status by providing him with more freedom and choices. He now can obtain a driver's license; he can leave public schools; and he can work without the restrictions of child labor laws.

At the age of eighteen the law provides adult responsibilities as well as rights; the young man can now be a soldier, but he also can marry without parental permission
 . At the age of twenty-one the individual obtains his full legal rights as an adult. He now can vote; he can buy liquor
 ; he can enter into financial contracts; and he is entitled to run for public office. No additional basic rights are acquired as a function of age after majority status has been attained. None of these legal provisions determine at what point adulthood has been reached but they do point to the prolonged period of adolescence.

16. The period of adolescence is much longer in industrial societies because_____.

A. the definition of maturity has changed

B. the industrialized society is more developed

C. more education is provided and laws against child labor are made

D. ceremonies for adolescence have lost their formal recognition and symbolic significance

17. Former social ceremonies that used to mark adolescence have given place to_____.

A. graduations from schools and colleges

B. social recognition

C. socio-economic status

D. certain behavioral changes

18. No one in the U.S. can expect to fully enjoy the adulthood privileges until he is_____.

A. eleven years old

B. sixteen years old

C. twenty-one years old

D. between twelve and twenty-one years old

19. Starting from 22, _____.

A. one will obtain more basic rights

B. the older one becomes, the more basic rights he will have

C. one won't get more basic rights than when he is 21

D. one will enjoy more rights granted by society

20. According to the passage, it is TRUE that_____.

A. in the late 19th century in the United States the dividing line between adolescence and adulthood no longer existed

B. no one can marry without the permission of his parents until the age of twenty-one

C. one is considered to have reached adulthood when he has a driver's license

D. one is not free from the restrictions of child labor laws until he can join the army



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


maturity n.
 成熟

coupled with 加上，外加

symbolic adj.
 象征的

initiation n.
 开始

privilege n.
 特权

parental adj.父母亲的

permission n.
 许可

liquor n.
 酒精饮料


难句译文


①在原始社会，青春期通常相当短，然而在工业社会，由于教育延长和禁止雇用童工的法律，青春期的时间大大延长了，几乎包括了人从十岁到二十岁的大部分时间。

②例如，小学毕业、中学毕业和大学毕业形成了一种序列，每一步都暗示着某种行为的变化和社会的认可，每一步的重要性取决于社会经济地位和个人的教育抱负。





答案速查：



[image: 186]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章主要回顾了美国精神病院以及精神健康护理的发展历程。过去美国的精神病院是一个忽视病人权利、令人恐惧、使人绝望的地方，在关注公众利益的律师们的共同努力之下，情况才有所改善。想要真正改善精神病院的情况，还需要有关管理人员制定相关规则和标准。


答案解析：


1. A　主旨题。文章第一段介绍了美国精神健康运动开始时的情况；第二段提到，二战后，特别是20世纪60年代早期之后，精神病院的情况才有所好转；最后一段指出，司法干预对于改善精神病院的情况起到了积极作用，但关键是管理人员必须制定规则和标准，并进行培训和监督，以确保病人得到治疗，同时保证病人的权利受到尊重。综合可知，本文主要回顾了美国精神健康护理的历史，所以A正确。

2. C　推断题。文章第一段最后一句指出，精神病院成了忽视病人权利、令人恐惧、使人绝望的地方；第二段中间提到，治疗精神病犯人的医院是惟一比监狱更糟糕的地方。推断可知，身处条件恶劣的精神病院中的病人非常值得同情，所以C正确。

3. B　推断题。文章第二段第四、五句指出，直到20世纪60年代早期，精神病院的情况才得以大幅改善，当时民权运动使得律师着手调查美国监狱，他们发现惟一比监狱更糟糕的地方就是为精神病犯人建造的医院，再结合下文提到的维护病人权利的年轻公益律师成功游说州立法机构进行改革推断可知，精神病院情况根本上改变的原因是20世纪60年代活跃的年轻律师所做的努力，所以B正确。

4. D　推断题。文章第二段第五句指出，民权运动促使律师调查美国的监狱，他们因此发现了比监狱状况更差的犯人精神病院，由此推断，如果没有民权运动推动的对监狱情况的调查，犯人精神病院的状况就很可能逃过执法机关的详细审查，而其情况也不会得到改善，所以D正确。

5. C　观点态度题。文章最后一段第一句指出，司法干预取得了积极的效果；最后一句指出，尽管任务艰巨，但管理人员必须制定规则和标准，进行培训和监督，以确保病人得到治疗，同时保证病人权利得到尊重。推断可知，作者对精神病院情况改善的态度还是比较谨慎乐观的，所以C正确。A（过度情绪化）、B（狡猾的欺骗性）、D（非常独立）均与原文不符。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，随着就业市场的日益紧张，有些男性开始从事通常由女性从事的职业，然而这些男性却可能遭到歧视或嘲笑。其实职业结构中也存在男性至上主义，因此人们通常认为男性在职业领域应该从事地位较高的职业，这也迫使男性不断寻求晋升和自我发展的机会。


答案解析：


6. C　推断题。文章第一段第二句指出，尽管由女性占主导地位的办公室工作和服务性工作薪水和社会地位大部分都较低，但是它们仍然存在着；第二段指出，有些较为年轻的男性对于男性工作或女性工作没有固执的看法，他们可能不觉得在女性占主导地位的职业领域里工作是种耻辱，再结合之后提到的男性从事秘书工作的事例推断可知，尽管女性占主导地位的职业其薪水和社会地位都较低，但还是有男性从事这些工作，故本题选C。

7. D　推断题。文章第二段第二句指出，较为年轻的男性对于男性工作或女性工作没有那么固执的看法，他们可能不觉得在女性占主导地位的行业里工作是种耻辱，由此推断，年轻男性与其父母相比，不那么抵触从事女性化的职业，所以D正确。

8. A　推断题。文章第三段第一句指出，在职场上跨越性别界限的男性仍然可能遭到歧视和嘲笑，再结合第四段第二句提到的戴维·安德森说他在当秘书时能感觉到有许多人纳闷他在那儿做什么以及他是否有什么问题，由此推断，安德森在做秘书时也受到过歧视和嘲笑，所以本题选A。

9. D　推断题。文章倒数第三段指出，男性有时会发现他们被误认为从事地位较高的职业，身为空乘人员的安东尼就常被误认为是飞行员，由此推断，安东尼被误认为是飞行员是因为人们总是误以为男性应该从事地位较高的职业，所以D正确。

10. A　推断题。由文章最后两句可知，在职场上社会促使男性表现出自信并承担更多责任，他们通常被迫向前发展，由此推断，男性在工作中可能比女性更为坚定、自信，故选A。最后一段并未提到女性更关注家庭，也未提到男性很可能比女性升职快，所以排除B、D；该段第一句提到，男性只占小学教师的一小部分，而男性校长的人数却不合比例，但并不是说小学校长大多是男性，所以排除C。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章讲述了布莱尔政府所面临的种种问题。英国首相布莱尔正深陷困境之中：他在国际政坛上显得很有魄力，但在英国国内所推行的政策或改革则频频受阻，他特别是要应付反对他改革公共服务业的意见和团体。


答案解析：


11. D　细节题。文章第一段最后一句指出，布莱尔政府现在正处于危险时期，所以D正确。该段并未提到布莱尔政府及时履行承诺、及时与其他部门沟通，以及致力于提高管理效率，故排除其他三项。

12. B　推断题。由文章第二段开头可知，去年的胜利已经过去了，下一届选举还很遥远，无法使工党及其联盟统一起来，打需要打的战斗似乎是艰巨的，难怪布莱尔看起来不那么踏实，再结合之后提到的布莱尔没有履行对选民的承诺推断可知，布莱尔政府所不确定的是对选民影响最大的公共服务改革，所以B正确。

13. B　推断题。由文章第二段第四、五句可知，布莱尔面临的困难一部分是由他自己造成的，他在上届选举时强调需要改善医院、学校、交通和治安状况，因而建立起公众对他的期望，再结合下文提到的布莱尔并未成功改革公共服务业推断可知，布莱尔政府在改革公共服务业方面所做的努力没能实现他在选举时做出的承诺，所以B正确。

14. D　推断题。文章倒数第三段指出，公共服务的问题在于教师、医生、护士、警察等从业人员，改革意味着改变工作方式，而人们不太喜欢采用强加给自己的新方式工作，由此推断，布莱尔改革公共服务的策略遭到强烈反对是因为政府想要改变工作方式，所以D正确。

15. C　推断题。文章第二段指出，布莱尔政府没有实现竞选时所做的承诺，即公共服务状况基本没有什么改进；文章最后提到，布莱尔政府的公共服务改革政策遭到了反对，由此推断，这篇文章写出来时英国的公共服务前途黯淡，所以选C。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章指出，青春期的长短取决于社会对处于青春期的人的期望值以及社会对成熟和成年的定义，如今青春期由于受教育时间的增多而延长。文章主要介绍了美国处于青春期的青少年的现状以及美国有关处于各年龄段的青少年的一些规定。


答案解析：


16. C　细节题。文章第一段第二句指出，在工业社会，由于教育时间的延长以及禁止雇用童工法律的颁布，青春期阶段比以前要长很多，可能包括了人从10岁到20岁之间的大部分时间，所以C正确。

17. A　推断题。文章第二段指出，在现代社会，青春期的仪式已经失去了原来的认可度和标志性意义，社会仪式已经被一系列增加社会认同和社会地位的步骤所取代，例如说小学毕业、中学毕业和大学毕业就是这样一系列步骤，由此推断，之前用于表示进入青春期的社会仪式已经被各类毕业典礼所取代了，故选A。

18. C　推断题。文章倒数第二段第二句指出，从12岁到21岁的9年间，受到保护和限制的童年以及未成年地位消除了，成人的特权和责任得到承认，再结合最后一段第二句提到的个人在21岁才取得作为成年人的所有合法权利可知，在美国，到了21岁才能完全享受成人的特权，所以C正确。

19. C　推断题。由文章最后一段倒数第二句可知，成年之后就不会获得额外的基本权利，结合上文提到的21岁是法定成年年龄推断可知，22岁之后所拥有的基本权利不会多于21岁刚成年时所获得的基本权利，所以C正确。

20. A　推断题。文章第一段最后一句指出，青春期的长短和成年的定义都可能随着社会经济状况的改变而改变；第二段首句指出，这类改变的例子就是19世纪晚期成年界线在美国的消失，由此推断，19世纪晚期在美国已经不存在青春期和成人期的分界线了，故选A。其余三项均与原文最后两段的表述不符，故排除。

人文类词汇大本营

abolish vt.
 废止

advocate vt.
 提倡，鼓吹

affection n.
 爱，情感

affiliate n.
 成员；附属机构

alien n.
 外侨

alloy n.
 合金

analytical adj.
 分析的，解析的

anonymous adj.
 匿名的

arrogant adj.
 傲慢的

assert v.
 断言，声称

assurance n.
 确信

authorize v.
 批准

automation n.
 自动控制

belittle vt.
 使渺小

blonde adj.
 金发碧眼的

census n.
 人口普查

ceramic n.
 陶瓷制品

certainty n.
 确定

classify vt.
 分类，分等

collapse vi.
 崩溃

commute v.
 通勤

concession n.
 让步

contemporary adj.
 当代的

controversy n.
 论争，辩论

corrupt vt.
 腐蚀

counterpart n.
 极相似的人或物

coupled with 加上，外加

courtesy n.
 礼貌

curvaceous adj.
 曲线美的

cynical adj.
 愤世嫉俗的

delete vt.
 删除

demonstrate vt.
 证明

denial n.
 否认；拒绝

deprive vt.
 剥夺，使丧失

designate vt.
 指定

diabetes n.
 糖尿病

directory n.
 姓名地址录

discard vt.
 丢弃

discreet adj.
 慎重的，思虑的

discretionary adj.
 自由决定的

disproportionate adj.
 不成比例的

disturbance n.
 骚动，动乱

domain n.
 领土

dual adj.
 双的，重的

duplicate vt.
 复制

empirical adj.
 经验主义的

enthusiastic adj.
 热情的

envision vt.
 想像

epidemic n.
 流行病

eternal adj.
 永恒的

exotic adj.
 异国情调的

expenditure n.
 支出，花费

federation n.
 联盟

foster vt.
 培养；促进

frenzied adj.
 狂乱的

fringe adj.
 边缘的

fundamental adj.
 基础的，基本的

genre n.
 流派

genuine adj.
 真正的

geometry n.
 几何学

gossip n.
 闲话，闲谈

gossipmonger n.
 饶舌；爱说闲话的人

grill v.
 折磨

guardian n.
 护卫者，保护人

halt vt.
 使停止

hang vt.
 吊死

hence adv.
 因此

hinge on 取决于

hub n.
 中心

identification n.
 辨认，鉴定

ignore vt.
 不理睬，忽视

implement vt.
 实现

incentive n.
 动机

indigenous adj.
 本土的

indignation n.
 愤慨

indiscretion n.
 不慎重，轻率

initiate vt.
 发动，发起

initiation n.
 开始

insane adj.
 患精神病的

inspirit v.
 激励

institutionalize v.
 使制度化或习俗化

introversion n.
 内向

isolated adj.
 隔离的

judicial adj.
 司法的

junction n.
 连接，接合

juncture n.
 接合点

justify v.
 证明……是正当的

liquor n.
 酒精饮料

lobby vi.
 游说议员

lucrative adj.
 赚钱的

lure vt.
 引诱

lyric n.
 歌词

manipulate vt.
 控制，操纵

maturity n.
 成熟

medieval adj.
 中世纪的

mediocre adj.
 平庸的

mimic vt.
 模仿

monster n.
 怪物，妖怪

muscular adj.
 强大的

neurotic adj.
 神经质的

numerous adj.
 众多的，无数的

obediently adv.
 服从地，顺从地

oddity n.
 古怪

off the hook 没有义务

offset vt.
 抵消；弥补

offspring n.
 子孙，后代

outlive v.
 比……长命

overall adv.
 总的说来；大体上

overtake vt.
 赶上

paradoxical adj.
 荒谬的

parental adj.
 父母亲的

patriotic adj.
 爱国的

pause vi.
 暂停

permission n.
 许可

pistol n.
 手枪

plague vt.
 困扰

pledge vt.
 保证

plight n.
 情况

polymer n.
 聚合体

postulate vt.
 要求

prescription n.
 处方

prey n.
 牺牲者

privatize vt.
 使归私有

privilege n.
 特权

prolong vt.
 延长

prominent adj.
 卓越的

prose n.
 散文

pulp magazine 廉价的低级杂志

ravish v.
 强夺

rear vt.
 培养

reassure vt.
 使……安心

recipe n.
 处方

refrain vi.
 避免；制止

reinforce vt.
 加强

release vt.
 发布

remedy vt.
 治疗，纠正

restraint n.
 克制，约束

retaliate v.
 报复

revive v.（使）苏醒，复兴

sanction v.
 批准，同意

scantily adv.
 缺乏地

scraggly adj.
 零乱的

significant adj.
 重大的，重要的

snatch vt.
 攫取

spectrum n.
 光谱；范围

sprinkling n.
 零星

stigma n.
 耻辱

strive v.
 努力，奋斗

stunning adj.
 极好的；令人吃惊的

suicidal adj.
 自杀的

suspect v.
 怀疑，猜想

suspension n.
 暂时剥夺（参赛资格）

suspicious of 表怀疑的

sway vt.
 摇摆

switch vt.
 转换，转变

symbolic adj.
 象征的

thrust vt.
 用力推

tolerate vt.
 容忍

traction n.
 牵引

trait n.
 显著的特点，特性

trivial adj.
 微不足道的

tropical adj.
 热带的

undermine v.
 破坏

uphold vt.
 支持

weird adj.
 怪异的

workaholism n.
 迷恋工作

wretch n.
 不幸的人

yell n.
 叫声，喊声


第三章　科技篇


本章导读：


科技类题材的文章体裁多为说明文，说明文的目的是“告知”，即告诉人们某事并对其加以解释，以便读者了解。它与议论文的根本区别在于客观、真实，重细节描述，轻抽象评论。其语言多采用客观性词语（objective words），较少使用主观判断词语（subjective words），如表示个人喜恶的形容词、副词等。因此这类文章对考生来说，相对容易掌握。说明文的结构特征和说明方法与议论文有异曲同工之处，也常采用演绎法和归纳法，只不过与议论文相比，归纳法在说明文中的使用要相对多些。

科技类文章的内容主要涉及：探讨一种新技术的应用、通过实验对某一看法进行验证、介绍计算机类和信息技术等科学知识。一般而言，重描述的说明文考查细节问题更多些，所以考生面对这类文章应当较有信心。

预备篇

Unit 1


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 376, Time: 8.5 mins

Carbon dioxide makes up less than one percent of the Earth's atmosphere, but the gas is very important to life on Earth. Scientists are finding that processes involving carbon dioxide affect our climate in ways that are difficult to understand. Last month, a committee of the National Academy of Sciences in Washington released a report. It confirmed that world temperatures increased about six-tenths of a degree Celsius in the last one hundred years. The report also confirmed evidence that the level of carbon dioxide is increasing.

The best information about climate in the past comes from tests of ice many kilometers deep in Antarctica and Greenland. The tests show changes in temperature during the past four hundred thousand years. These tests show that levels of carbon dioxide today are the highest ever measured.

These findings have led scientists to believe that carbon dioxide is a major cause of climate warming. Carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere when fuel is burned. Oil, coal and wood are all fuels that release the gas. When biological waste breaks down, it also releases carbon dioxide.

However, plants use carbon dioxide in the process called photosynthesis
 . This process provides food for almost all life on Earth. Some groups that support burning oil and coal want to increase the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. They oppose international efforts to control carbon dioxide.

Some scientists believe that forests and trees are able to capture large amounts of carbon dioxide from the air. Some groups even suggest that an increase in carbon dioxide could cause plants to grow faster.

A recent study in North Carolina found that more carbon dioxide in the air could cause trees to grow faster. But the researchers found the effect appears to last for only three years. Another study showed that much of the carbon dioxide that is taken in by trees is released within three years. The study noted that leaves release carbon dioxide when they fall from trees and break down in the soil. Plants also naturally release carbon dioxide through the process of respiration.

The natural balance of gases in the atmosphere is a complex scientific issue. The debate over carbon dioxide is only one part of efforts to understand world climate change.

1. The committee report of the National Academy of Sciences in Washington reveals that_____.

A. ice from Antarctica and Greenland is appropriate to show the change

B. carbon dioxide is released mainly from the fuel

C. global temperatures increase as the level of carbon dioxide increases

D. carbon dioxide is helpful for tree growth

2. Which of the following can be the source of carbon dioxide?

A. Oil and soil

B. Soil and trees.

C. Wood and soil

D. Trees and oil.

3. According to this passage, some people disagree with the control of carbon dioxide because_____.

A. they think that carbon dioxide is beneficial for plant growth

B. they want to use more fuels that can emit carbon dioxide

C. they think carbon dioxide is not the main reason for global warming

D. they think it will destroy the natural balance of gases in the world

4. Those studies carried out in North Carolina suggest that_____.

A. trees' function for absorbing carbon dioxide is limited

B. carbon dioxide is the main cause for global warming

C. leaves falling from trees can emit more oxygen

D. carbon dioxide is beneficial for trees' growth for many decades

5. The word “issue” (Line 1, Para. 7) can be replaced by_____.

A. organ

B. topic

C. publication

D. result



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


photosynthesis n.
 光合作用



Passage Two

Words: 393, Time: 9 mins

The high-tech revolution has inspired a seemingly
 endless stream of new and exciting electronic products that we just can't live without. In fact, the dizzying speed of technological innovation can make last year's must this year's junk.

And that's the problem. The average life span at personal computer has shrunk
 to around 19 months—and this has nothing to do with worn-out mice or damaged disk drives. Simply put, electronic products can become obsolete before you've even figured out how they work.

So what happens to all those old keyboards, monitors, organizers and CPUs? Most are stashed away in the attic or forgotten in a corporate warehouse
 , taking up valuable space. But many end up in landfills, and that is where the trouble really begins.

Computer monitors can contain up to 3.5 kg of lead and can actually be considered hazardous waste once they are no longer in use. Circuit boards in electronic products contain cadmium（镉）, chromium（铬）and mercury
 , all of which are toxic
 substances that can leach
 into groundwater if left in a landfill.

Unfortunately, this disposal problem is not going to disappear anytime soon—in fact, it is growing by the minute. In Japan alone, consumers throw away some 20 million TVs, washing machines, refrigerators and air conditioners each year. In Europe, 6 million metric tons of electrical and electronic equipment were generated in 1998 alone, and that volume is expected to increase three to five percent per year—which means by 2010 it could nearly double.

What's to be done with all this techno-trash?

Electronics manufacturers are working hard to answer this question. The European Commission has proposed
 a directive that would require all electronics manufacturers to take back and properly dispose of all electronic products, regardless of their age. The details are still being ironed out, but some version of the directive will most probably become law in the next few years. Similar legislation is in the work in the U.S. and has already passed in Japan.

As the costs of such programs could quickly become prohibitive, companies are searching for new ways of tackling disposal issues before they become a problem.

One way to reduce waste is to avoid throwing thing in the first place. Many companies reuse parts from old products in new models. This is not cheating—it makes both environmental and economic sense.

6. The author mainly intends to address_____.

A. the issue of technological innovations

B. the necessity of updating computer hardware

C. the conservation of natural resources

D. the disposal problem of electronic products

7. Computer monitors disposed will pose a danger to environment_____.

A. if buried in landfills

B. when put away in warehouses

C. once no longer in use

D. unless stashed with other appliances

8. The case of Japan in Para. 5 is mentioned to show_____.

A. shortened lifespan of personal computers

B. the explosion of tech-trash

C. the insensibility of Japanese consumers

D. the leading role of this country

9. It can be concluded from the passage that obsolete electronic products should be recycled_____.

A. for lack of legislative directives formulated

B. in the interests of electronic manufacturers

C. out of environmental and economic concern

D. in response to public protests against pollution

10. We can learn from the passage that high-tech companies_____.

A. try their best to avoid legal obligations as much as possible

B. always have the final say in disposal issues under discussion

C. are chiefly responsible for the dangerous waste pollution

D. strive to develop continually updated electronic products



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


seemingly adv.
 表面上地

shrink v.
 收缩

corporate adj.
 社团的

warehouse n.
 仓库

mercury n.
 水银

toxic adj.
 有毒的

leach vi.
 溶解

propose vt.
 提议



Passage Three

Words: 374, Time: 8.5 mins

A strange thing about humans is their capacity for blind rage. Rage is presumably an emotion resulting from survival instinct, but the surprising thing about it is that we do not deploy
 it against other animals. If we encounter a dangerous wild animal—a poisonous snake or a wild cat—we do not fly into a temper. If we are unarmed, we show fear and attempt to back away; if we are suitably armed, we attack, but in a rational manner not in a rage. We reserve rage for our own species. ①It is hard to see any survival value in attacking one's own, but if we take account of the long competition which must have existed between our own subspecies and others like Neanderthal（穴居人的）man—indeed others still more remote from us than Neanderthal man—human rage becomes more comprehensible.


In our everyday language and behavior there are many reminders of those early struggles. We are always using the words “us and them”. “Our” side is perpetually trying to do down the “other” side. In games we artificially create other subspecies we can attack. The opposition of “us” and “them” is the touchstone of the two-party system of “democratic” politics. ②Although there are no very serious consequences to many of these modern psychological representations of the “us and them” emotion, it is as well to remember that the original aim was not to beat the other subspecies in a game but to exterminate
 it.


③The readiness with which humans allow themselves to be regimented
 has permitted large armies to be formed, which taken together with the “us and them” blind rage, has led to destructive clashes within our subspecies itself.
 The First World War is an example in which Europe divided itself into two imaginary subspecies. And there is a similar extermination battle now in Northern Ireland. The idea that there is a religious basis for this clash is illusory, for not even the Pope has been able to control it. The clash is much more primitive than the Christian religion, much older in its emotional origin. The conflict in Ireland is unlikely to stop until a greater primitive fear is imposed from outside the community, or until the combatants become exhausted
 .

11. A suitable title for this passage would be_____.

A. Why Human Armies Are Formed

B. Man's Anger against Rage

C. The Human Capacity for Rage

D. Early Struggles of Angry Man

12. According to the author, the surprising aspect of human anger is_____.

A. its lengthy and complex development

B. a conflict such as is now going on in Northern Ireland

C. that we do not often fly into a temper

D. that we reserve anger for mankind

13. From the passage we can infer that_____.

A. the artificial creation of a subspecies unlike us is something that never happens

B. games are psychologically unhealthy

C. any artificially created subspecies would be our enemy

D. the real or imagined existence of an opposing subspecies is inherent in man's activities

14. The passage suggests that_____.

A. historically, we have created an “us” versus “them” society

B. humans have had a natural disinclination toward formal grouping

C. the First World War is an example of how man has always avoided domination

D. the emotional origin of the war in Ireland is lost in time

15. The author believes that a religious explanation for the war in Northern Ireland is_____.

A. founded in historical fact

B. deceptive

C. apparent

D. probably accurate



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


deploy v.
 施展；使用

exterminate v.
 消除

regiment v.
 把……编组

exhausted adj.
 疲惫的


难句译文


①很难明白用来攻击自己同类的愤怒有什么存在价值，但如果我们看看我们自己的亚种和其他类种（如穴居人）——事实上还有比穴居人距离我们远得多的其他类种之间长期存在的竞争，就更容易理解人类的愤怒。

②虽然这些带有“我们和他们”情绪的现代心理表现大多数并没有什么很严重的后果，但要记住的是，它最初的目标不是在游戏中打败其他亚种而是消灭它。

③人类愿意把自身归入某一团队的现实使大规模军队的形成成为可能，再加上“我们和他们”这种盲目的愤怒情绪，就会在我们自己的亚种内部引发破坏性冲突。



Passage Four

Words: 374, Time: 9 mins

The immune system is the body's defender. It identifies, tracks down, and destroys troublemakers before they can hurt the body. Those troublemakers may be, for example, bacteria from a cut or splinter, a measles germ, a cold bug, or even a cancer cell.

These invaders try to take over our tissues and feed off our bodies' nutrients. If they succeed, we become sick or, sometimes, even die. It's the job of our immune systems to destroy these invaders before they destroy us.

Say you picked up a flu virus last week. Perhaps it entered your body through a cut, from a drinking glass, or from the air you breathe. Of course, you didn't feel it, but the virus made its way into your bloodstream. As soon as it entered your body, it began to reproduce. Viruses have only one goal: to take over your cells. Once inside your body, viruses try to enter cells and disrupt
 their normal work. If left alone, these viruses would hurt so many cells that you would weaken, or worse, get a serious illness.

But this flu virus should not be as complacent as it seems to be. As it reproduces in your bloodstream, the virus is met by a certain kind of white blood cell, the lymphocytes. The lymphocytes
 are the foot soldiers that keep you alive.

The number of lymphocytes in your body is hard to imagine. Thousands of them could fit in the period at the end of this sentence. Your body holds about a trillion—that's 1,000,000,000,000 of them, or about 3,000 in every drop of blood. Since you began reading this sentence, over 800,000 of them have been created and destroyed.

Some of these lymphocytes pass through a small walnut-sized organ called the thymus（胸腺）. The thymus is the base of the neck. Here special hormones turn lymphocytes into fighting cells, called T cells.

T cells have one terrific
 talent: they can tell the difference between friend and foe; what should be in our bodies and what shouldn't. They do not affect the body's healthy cells. Yet they attack everything that is foreign to our bodies, such as germs, transplants, and even our own cells which have become abnormal
 , as in the case of cancer.

16. What is the function of our immune system?

A. To take over our tissues and feed off our bodies' nutrients.

B. To prevent bacteria or germs from entering the body.

C. To destroy the troublemakers in order that they might not hurt the body.

D. To fight against T cells.

17. What does the word “lymphocytes” (Line 3, Para. 4) mean?

A. Foot soldiers

B. Flu virus.

C. White blood cells

D. Troublemakers.

18. The last sentence of Para. 5 implies that_____.

A. this sentence contributes to the increase of the number of lymphocytes in your body

B. you would not realize that lymphocytes reproduce themselves rapidly but for this sentence

C. because you read this sentence, a large number of lymphocytes have been consumed

D. the number of lymphocytes in your body is extremely large

19. Which of the following can be detected by T cells?

A. Cancer cells and transplants

B. Thymus and lymphocytes.

C. Thymus and germs

D. Healthy cells and high blood pressure.

20. Which of the following questions best summarizes the main idea of the whole passage?

A. How does the immune system attack the flu virus?

B. How does the immune system function in our body?

C. How do the lymphocytes work in our body?

D. What is the so called immune system?



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


disrupt v.
 使中断，破坏

terrific adj.
 了不起的

abnormal adj.
 反常的，变态的





答案速查：



[image: 200]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章指出，二氧化碳以人们难以理解的方式导致气候的变化。本文介绍了科学家所做的相关实验、具体的实验方法以及他们所持的各种观点，以此来表明有关二氧化碳的问题非常复杂。


答案解析：


1. C　推断题。文章第一段指出，位于华盛顿的国家科学院的一个委员会发表了一份报告，该报告证实了全球温度在过去一百年升高了六分之一摄氏度，还证实了二氧化碳含量正在增高，由此推断，报告显示二氧化碳含量和全球温度都有所升高，所以C正确。

2. D　细节题。文章第三段第三句提到，石油、煤和木材都是能释放二氧化碳的燃料；倒数第二段最后两句提到，树叶从树上落下来的时候会释放二氧化碳，植物在呼吸过程中也会自然地释放二氧化碳，再结合常识可知，土壤无法产生二氧化碳，所以排除A、B、C，选D。

3. B　推断题。文章第四段第三句指出，一些支持燃烧石油和煤的组织想要增加大气中二氧化碳的含量，他们反对国际上为控制二氧化碳所做的努力，由此推断，他们反对控制二氧化碳的原因是他们想更多地使用那些可能释放二氧化碳的燃料，所以B正确。由第五段第二句可知，一些组织甚至认为二氧化碳的增加会促进植物生长，但这并非他们反对控制二氧化碳的原因，故排除干扰项A。

4. A　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，最近在北卡罗来纳州进行的一项研究发现，空气中二氧化碳的增多能促进树木加速生长，但研究人员还发现这种功效只能持续三年，由此推断，尽管树木可以吸收二氧化碳，但这种吸收功能是有限的，所以A正确。

5. B　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“大气中气体的自然平衡是一个复杂的科学_____”，再结合之后提到的关于二氧化碳的争论可知，气体的自然平衡应该是一个科学论题，所以B正确。A（器官）、C（出版物）、D（结果）均不符合句意。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章讨论了高科技“垃圾”的处理问题。日新月异的科学技术为我们带来了很多高科技电子产品，但是这些产品的更新速度往往非常快，今天的技术创新很可能在明天就成了“垃圾”，因此该如何处理这些过时的产品成为了难题。


答案解析：


6. D　主旨题。文章第一段指出，科技的飞速发展使得去年的必需品成为今年的垃圾；接下来的几段介绍了电子垃圾可能造成的危害；第五段指出，垃圾处理面临的问题不会马上消失；最后几段介绍了应该如何处理电子垃圾。综合可知，本文主要讨论了电子产品的处理问题，所以D正确。

7. A　推断题。文章第三段最后一句指出，许多旧键盘、显示器、中央处理器等都被埋在了垃圾掩埋场，而那就是麻烦开始的地方；第四段第一句指出，电脑显示器中含有多达3.5千克的铅，如果不再使用实际上就是危险废品，而由常识可知，铅会对环境造成危害。由此推断，如果采用垃圾掩埋法来处理电脑显示器，其中的铅就会对环境造成危害，所以A正确。

8. B　推断题。文章第五段第一句指出，不幸的是这种垃圾处理面临的问题不会马上消失，事实上这种问题每分钟都在增加；接着便以日本消费者丢弃大量电器为例进行说明。由此推断，该段提到日本的例子是为了说明高科技垃圾的数量之多及其严重性，所以B正确。

9. C　推断题。文章最后两句指出，许多公司在新机型上重新使用旧产品的零件，这不是欺骗，而是具有环保和经济意义，由此推断，循环利用旧电子产品是出于环保和经济考虑，所以C正确。

10. D　推断题。文章开头指出，科技的飞速发展使去年的必需品成为今年的垃圾，之后又多次提到消费者不断丢弃旧的电子产品，转而使用新的电子产品，由此推断，电子产品更新换代的速度非常快，而这应该是高科技公司不懈努力的结果，所以D正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章指出，人类的无名怒火只会出现在同类之间，动物从来不会让人感到愤怒。文章分析了这种无名之火的起源，并以第一次世界大战为例，说明人类会出于原始的抗争本能把自己分为不同的群体，进而展开对抗。


答案解析：


11. C　主旨题。文章第一段指出，人类有产生无名之火的能力，人们只对自己的同类感到愤怒；第二段指出，人类总是将自身分为“我们”和“他们”的对立团体；第三段指出，人类愿意把自身归入某一团体之中，这使大规模军队的形成成为可能，再加上“我们和他们”这种无名之火，就会引发破坏性冲突。综合可知，文章主要在论述人类产生无名之火的能力，所以C正确。

12. D　推断题。文章第一段第二句指出，愤怒大概是源于求生本能的一种情感，但令人吃惊的是我们不会对其他动物感到愤怒；第五句指出，我们只将愤怒留给同类。由此推断，人类愤怒令人吃惊的一面是我们只对人感到愤怒，所以D正确。

13. D　推断题。第一段最后一句指出，很难明白用来攻击自身的愤怒有什么存在价值，但我们如果考虑到我们自己的亚种和其他人类群体之间必然存在的长期竞争，就更容易理解人类的愤怒，由此推断，人类活动中总是存在着真实的或想像的与我们对立的亚种，所以D正确。

14. A　推断题。文章第二段提到，有许多日常语言和行为提醒着我们那些早期的斗争，我们总是用“我们”和“他们”的字眼，我们这方总是试图战胜另一方。由此推断，在历史上我们创建出了与“他们”相对立的“我们”的社会，所以A正确。

15. B　推断题。文章最后一段第四句指出，认为此次冲突（北爱尔兰战争）有着宗教基础的观点是不可靠的，因为即使是罗马教皇也无法控制战争。由此推断，作者认为从宗教角度来解释北爱尔兰战争是具有欺骗性的，所以B正确，其中deceptive是对原文中illusory的同义转述。A（建立在史实基础上）、C（明显的）、D（或许正确）均不正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章指出，免疫系统是人体的卫士，它为我们抵御并摧毁对我们身体有害的病菌。文章介绍了免疫系统所对抗的对象，并说明了免疫系统是如何在人体内发挥作用的。


背景知识：


免疫系统是机体保护自身的防御性结构。构成免疫系统的核心成分是淋巴细胞，它有以下功能：一、保护：使人体免于病毒、细菌、污染物质及疾病的攻击；二、清除：新陈代谢后的废物及免疫细胞与敌人战斗后遗留下来的病毒尸体，都必须由免疫细胞加以清除；三、修补：免疫细胞能修补受损的器官、组织，使其恢复原来的功能；四、记忆：免疫细胞会对入侵者产生记忆，当下次有同样的“抗原”入侵时，便用相应“抗体”将其消灭。


答案解析：


16. C　推断题。文章第二段最后一句指出，免疫系统的工作是在入侵者伤害人体之前将其消灭，结合上一段可知，此处的“入侵者”（invaders）指的是细菌等侵入人体的麻烦制造者，所以C正确。第二段首句提到，试图控制人体组织并占用人体养分的是入侵者，而不是免疫系统，故排除A；原文并未提到免疫系统可以防止细菌进入人体，故排除B；倒数第二段提到，T细胞是免疫系统的一部分，故排除D。

17. C　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“当流感病毒在血液里繁殖时，病毒会遭遇一种特定的白血球，即_____”。由此可知，被考查词是对之前“一种特定的白血球”（a certain kind of white blood cell）的进一步说明，可见lymphocytes就是一种白血球，所以C正确。

18. D　推断题。文章第五段最后一句指出，从你开始读这个句子起，有超过80万个淋巴细胞被制造出来或被破坏掉。再结合首句提到的人体内淋巴细胞的数量大得惊人推断可知，此句旨在强调淋巴细胞的数量之多，所以D正确。

19. A　推断题。文章最后一段指出，T细胞能够识别朋友和敌人，能够识别什么应该在我们体内，什么不应该留在体内，结合最后一句可知，移植器官和癌细胞都属于“敌人”，所以选A。健康的细胞显然属于“朋友”，而胸腺称不上是朋友或敌人，故排除B、C、D。

20. B　主旨题。文章首先说明免疫系统的作用，然后举例说明流感病毒入侵人体后，淋巴细胞会与其进行战斗，综合可知，本文主要讨论免疫系统是如何在人体内发生作用的，故选B。A、C、D三项在文中均有所涉及，但都不够全面，故排除。

标准篇

Unit 2


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 412, Time: 9.5 mins

Windows Vista, the latest iteration（重复）of Microsoft's operating system, is finally here. It was officially released to corporate users last week and will be available to consumers on Jan. 30. But now that Vista is ready, will your computer be? And what will be involved in an upgrade?


Microsoft says Vista offers increased security, along with an improved search function, an excellent calendar program, improved networking and a sidebar with quick access to mini-programs called gadgets.
 With the right display adapter, some editions of Vista will also offer a new interface
 called Aero that lets you preview
 what is inside a running program by placing your cursor（光标）over its thumbnail in the task bar.

It will be possible for many PC users to spend $99 to $259 to purchase a Vista DVD to upgrade their existing Windows XP machines. But before you do that, you need to take a good look at your PC as well as your peripherals（外围设备）and software. If your system isn't quite compatible
 , it might be possible to make it ready for Vista with some additional memory or perhaps a new video card.

Even if your PC is Vista-ready, that doesn't mean you should buy the upgrade kit. For most users, especially those whose hardware isn't quite up to speed, it might make sense to wait until it's time for a new PC.

The easiest way to get Vista is to buy a new PC after Jan. 30. If you want a new PC sooner, make sure the hardware is Vista-ready and see if the vendor is offering a coupon for a free or low-cost upgrade when Vista comes out. It is essential to compare the cost of buying a new system against purchasing Vista and upgrading your current PC. By the time you add up the cost of Vista plus any required hardware, it might make more sense to get a new machine.

One variable for those thinking of upgrading is Vista's system requirements, which vary by edition. Microsoft will offer a $99 Home Basic Edition that provides limited functionality but runs on more basic equipment. Unlike the higher-end versions, Home Basic won't support the new Aero interface.

If you're reluctant
 to upgrade, don't fret（烦恼）. If Windows XP works for you now, it will continue to work long after Jan. 30. Besides, Vista isn't going away anytime soon. Whether you want to or not, you'll probably be using it on your next PC.

1. What can Windows Vista bring to PC users?

A. A new display adapter

B. More mini-programs.

C. Better interfaces

D. An improved search function.

2. Windows Vista can be run on_____.

A. all kinds of computers

B. some computers with Windows XP system

C. computers with a new video card

D. computers with additional memory

3. It might make more sense to buy a new PC than to upgrade your current PC because_____.

A. Windows Vista may run better on a new PC than on the current one

B. purchasing Vista and upgrading the current PC may cost more money than buying a new PC

C. it's hard to get the upgrade kit of Vista for most PC users

D. the use of Vista may require certain hardware that only new PCs contain

4. What will happen if a PC user doesn't use Vista?

A. The PC will work just as before.

B. The PC will stop working.

C. The PC will be replaced by other electronic products.

D. The PC will be attacked by some virus.

5. What is the passage mainly talking about?

A. The advantages of Vista

B. How to upgrade your current PC?

C. Are PC users ready to use Vista?

D. The popularity of Vista.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


interface n.
 界面

preview vt.
 事先查看，预览

compatible adj.
 协调一致的，兼容的

reluctant adj.
 勉强的


难句译文


微软公司指出，Vista会增强安全性，并提供改进的搜索功能、出色的日历程序、改善的网络以及快速进入被称为gadgets的小程序的工具条。



Passage Two

Words: 414, Time: 9.5 mins

A report on a new software that enables eyes to do the typing appears in Wednesday's edition of the journal Nature
 . Replacing a keyboard or mouse, eye-scanning cameras mounted
 on computers have become necessary tools for people without limbs or those affected with paralysis
 . The camera tracks the movement of the eye, allowing users to “type” on a virtual keyboard as they look at the screen. And now, researchers from the Cavendish Laboratory at Cambridge University say they have developed software that replaces the standard QWERTY（标准的传统键盘）keyboard layout with one that is nearly twice as efficient, more accurate and easier on the eyes. Called Dasher, the prototype
 program taps the natural gaze of the eye and makes predictable words and phrases simpler to write. Any off-the-shelf camera capable of scanning eye movement can be used with Dasher, though the person must sit fairly still during the interaction.

The letters of the alphabet appear in a single column on the right of the screen, with an underscore
 symbol to represent a space. Each letter is framed by a colored box. As the user looks at a particular letter on the right side of the screen and drags it to the left with their eye, another sub-alphabet column begins to emerge inside the box on the right hand side, along with more letters framed in colored boxes.
 Dasher is designed to anticipate which letter will be needed, so although the successive sub-alphabet columns are initially very small, the letters or combination of letters that simultaneously
 appear are most likely to be used next in that sequence. For example, if a person starts with the letter “h”, the language models in Dasher will bring up “a”, “e”, “i”, “o” and “u” in the sub-alphabet box, along with a few other possible combinations like “ello” to form the word “hello”. Each box has a complete alphabet within it, though the first letters to appear have the highest probability
 of usage. The letters are then placed together to form a sentence on the left side of the screen.

Researchers say people will be able to write up to 25 words per minute with Dasher compared to on-screen keyboards, which they say average about 15 words per minute. With a bit of practice, MacKay said, Dasher offers an easier and more satisfying way for disabled people to communicate, providing them with better tools to write e-mail or create word processor files. MacKay said Dasher could work in most languages.

6. “Paralysis” (Line 4, Para. 1) most probably means_____.

A. short-sightedness

B. allergy

C. inability to move

D. color-blindness

7. With the new software Dasher, people can type with their eyes through_____.

A. a computer screen with eye-scanning sensors

B. an eye-scanning camera on the computer

C. a colored box attached to the computer

D. a regular keyboard with sensors

8. The new method of typing will most benefit those people who_____.

A. have reading difficulties

B. are physically challenged

C. are visually incompetent

D. do not have a big vocabulary

9. We can know from this passage that the software Dasher_____.

A. is able to predict the next sequence of words the user is going to write

B. does not allow the user to move a lot during the interaction

C. has to be used with eye-scanning cameras specially designed for the software

D. can form coherent sentences based on the first word typed in by the user

10. Which of the following is TRUE about Dasher?

A. It can be used to write 15 more words than on-screen keyboard.

B. It is easier to use than ordinary keyboards.

C. It can provide hints for possible letters to be written.

D. It is an independent text processor.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


mount vt.
 装上

prototype n.
 原型

underscore n.
 底线，下划线

simultaneously adv.
 同时地

probability n.
 可能性


难句译文


当用户看到屏幕右边某个特定字母时，用眼睛将其拖动到屏幕左边，另一个子字母栏就会出现在右边的方框里，并且出现更多加上了彩色方框的字母。



Passage Three

Words: 443, Time: 10 mins

Nearly six years after the sequence of the human genome was sketched out, one might assume that researchers had worked out what all that DNA means. But a new investigation has left them wondering just how similar one person's genome is to another's.

Geneticists have generally assumed that your string of DNA “letters” is 99.9% identical to that of your neighbor's, with differences in the odd individual letter. These differences make each person genetically unique—influencing everything from appearance and personality to susceptibility
 to disease.

But hold on, say the authors of a new study published in Nature
 . They have identified surprisingly large chunks of the genome that can differ dramatically from one person to the next.“Everyone has a unique pattern,” says one of the lead authors, Matthew Hurles at the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute in Cambridge, U.K.

The differences in question—made up of stretches of DNA that span tens to hundreds of thousands of chemical letters—are called “copy-number variants”, or CNVs. Within a given stretch of DNA, one person may carry one copy of a DNA segment; another may have two, three or more. The region might be completely absent from a third person's genome. And sometimes the segments are shuffled
 up in different ways.

These variable regions received short shrift（承认）for many years. When the human genome sequence was pieced together, they were largely glossed over, because researchers were focused on finding one overarching
 reference sequence—and because the repetitive
 nature of the segments makes them hard to sequence. “It was swept under the rug,” says Michael Wigler, who is also mapping CNVs at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York.

The new study, led by Hurles and Stephen Scherer of the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada, and their colleagues is the most detailed attempt to find how CNVs are scattered across the whole human genome. To do this, they compared genome chunks from 270 people of European, African or Asian ancestry. They found nearly 1,500 such regions, taking up some 12% of the human genome. That doesn't mean that your DNA is 12% different from mine (or 88% similar), because any two people's DNA will differ at only a handful of these spots.

According to the team's back-of-the-envelope calculations, one person's DNA is probably 99.5% similar to their neighbor's, or a bit less. “I've tried to do the calculation and it's very complicated,” says Hurles. “It all depends on how you do the accounting.”

The answer is also unclear because researchers think that there are many more variable blocks of sequence that are 10,000 or 1,000 letters long and were excluded from the current study.

11. Seeing the results of the new investigation mentioned in the first paragraph, people may_____.

A. assume that researchers have worked out what all that DNA means

B. figure out the exact sequence of the human genome

C. wonder how similar one person's genome is to another's

D. sketch out the sequence of their own genome

12. Which of the following statements is Matthew Hurles' view?

A. Different people may have large chunks of different genome.

B. One person's string of DNA “letters” is 99.9% identical to another's.

C. Everyone has his own understanding of the pattern of DNA.

D. The differences in DNA can only influence people's personality.

13. According to the passage, CNVs refer to_____.

A. the copy numbers of variants

B. different chemical letters

C. stretches of DNA

D. the differences in human genome

14. Researchers compared genome chunks from people of different ancestries to_____.

A. analyze the differences in different peoples' genome

B. find how CNVs are scattered across the whole human genome

C. look for unique regions of human genome

D. do the back-of-the-envelope calculations

15. There is no accurate calculation of human genome differences because_____.

A. the current research didn't study many more variable blocks of sequence

B. the sequence of variable human genome is hard to sketch out

C. there are 10,000 or 1,000 letters in a single genome

D. the calculation was excluded from the current study



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


susceptibility n.
 易感性

shuffle vt.
 混在一起

overarching adj.
 包罗万象的

repetitive adj.
 重复的



Passage Four

Words: 441, Time: 10 mins

When the United States goes back to the moon in the next decade, what will be different from the Apollo missions of the 1970s?

For one thing, this time, NASA is planning to stay for a long time. Deputy administrator Shana Dale announced that when the U.S. returns to the moon in 2020, it will establish an outpost for a permanent habitat. “It is the next step—next logical step—in what we do in space in terms of moving beyond low-earth orbit with the ability to go back to the moon, hopefully on to Mars and other destinations,” she said.

The Apollo missions were quick sorties to gather samples and bring them back to Earth. Scott Horowitz, who leads the lunar exploration planning, says the next phase of moon exploration will still include short trips, but the primary mission will be building a habitat
 .

The astronauts will ride an Ares 1 launch vehicle in an Orion crew capsule. The Ares launch system will carry a lunar lander plus modules（登月舱）which will become a habitat that can house four astronauts as early as 2020, and double the number in 2024.

This habitat will probably be located on one of the moon's poles because of constant sunlight that will provide solar power to operate the habitat. The rim of Shackleton crater, at the lunar south pole, is particularly attractive because there may be ice hidden in the soil there. It could be useful, not just for drinking water, but could be broken down to generate oxygen and hydrogen-based rocket fuel.

Dale says NASA definitely has a preference
 for the south pole, but a final decision has not been made. “That determination won't be made until we get data back from the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO), which will be making detailed maps of the moon.” LRO is a probe slated for launch in 2008. Dale added that NASA is considering the eventual
 use of nuclear power on the moon, something sure to be controversial
 .

While plans to return to the moon are creating excitement at NASA, there are concerns about how President Bush's exploration plan will be funded. NASA is paying as it goes now, but there isn't enough money to fund the program as conceived on the drawing board.

Earlier this year, the General Accounting Office reported a big gap between NASA's estimated cost for returning to the moon and the agency's projected budget from now until 2025. It's a gap that starts at $18 billion, but could run much higher.

NASA is talking to other countries about partnering with them in this venture, a partnership that could be financially critical.

16. What's the primary mission of the America's return to the moon in 2020?

A. Making short trips to the moon.

B. Establishing an outpost for a permanent habitat.

C. Making preparation for exploring Mars.

D. Continuing its lunar exploration.

17. The habitat the Americans are going to build on the moon is actually_____.

A. an Ares launch vehicle

B. an Orion crew capsule

C. a lunar launch system

D. modules

18. NASA has a preference for the south pole to build the habitat because_____.

A. the constant sunlight there will provide the habitat with enough light

B. there is oxygen at the rim of Shackleton crater at the lunar south pole

C. there may be ice that could be broken down to generate hydrogen-based rocket fuel

D. there may be clean water for the astronauts to drink

19. Which of the following plans of NASA is controversial?

A. Establish a habitat on the moon

B. Use nuclear power on the moon.

C. Make detailed maps of the moon

D. Go back to the moon.

20. Why is NASA seeking partnerships from other countries?

A. Because they need a large amount of money to fund their program of going back to the moon.

B. Because they need the help of other countries' scientists while exploring the moon.

C. Because the U.S. government doesn't support their new project.

D. Because the U.S. wants to establish friendly relations with other countries.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


habitat n.
 栖息地

preference n.
 偏爱

eventual adj.
 最后的

controversial adj.
 有争议的





答案速查：



[image: 211]


Passage One


文章精要：


微软的Vista操作系统已经上市，微软称该系统会更加安全可靠，并增加了新型的服务。但是想要使用Vista操作系统，就必须拥有配套的电脑硬件，因此要升级电脑或买一台新的电脑。


答案解析：


1. D　细节题。文章第二段指出，微软称Vista会增强安全性，并提供改进的搜索功能、出色的日历程序、改善的网络，以及可以快速进入小程序的工具条，所以D正确。

2. B　推断题。文章第三段首句指出，许多个人电脑用户花99到259美元就可以买到Vista的数字光盘来升级他们已经装有Windows XP系统的电脑，由此推断，Vista应该可以在一些装有Windows XP操作系统的电脑上运行，所以B正确。

3. B　推断题。文章倒数第三段指出，有必要比较买一台新电脑的费用和购买Vista升级现有电脑的费用，把购买Vista和所需硬件的费用加起来，买一台新电脑可能更有意义，由此推断，购买Vista再升级电脑花的钱可能比买台新电脑花的钱还要多，所以B正确。

4. A　推断题。文章最后一段指出，如果你不想升级，也不用烦恼，如果你现在使用Windows XP操作系统，那1月30日以后还可以继续使用，再结合第一段提到的个人版Vista将在1月30日发布推断可知，个人电脑用户就算不用Vista，电脑也还会像以前那样运转，所以A正确。

5. C　主旨题。文章第一段提到，Vista操作系统已经上市了，你的电脑做好升级的准备了吗？第三段指出，如果电脑操作系统不兼容Vista，就可能需要增加内存或更换新的显卡；第四段指出，即使电脑可以使用Vista也不是必须升级，对于硬件配置不够高的电脑用户，最好购买新的电脑；最后又指出，如果不想升级也不必烦恼，可以继续使用Windows XP。综合可知，文章主要论述电脑用户是否准备好使用Vista的问题，所以C正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章介绍了一款新软件，这款软件的主要受益者是那些四肢残缺或四肢瘫痪的人。该软件使得使用者可以利用眼睛的活动来在电脑中输入文字。文章还说明了该软件的有效性及其前景。


答案解析：


6. C　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“安装在电脑上的眼部扫描照相机取代了键盘或鼠标，对于那些四肢残缺或受到_____影响的人而言，该眼部扫描照相机成为了必要的工具。”由句中的最后一个or可知，被考查词的含义与“四肢残缺”相近或相关，结合选项可知，此处指的应该是四肢无法活动，所以C正确。

7. B　推断题。文章第一段第二、三句指出，安装在电脑上的眼部扫描照相机代替了键盘和鼠标，照相机追踪眼睛的运动，使得使用者可以在看屏幕时在虚拟键盘上打字，由此推断，使用者是借助电脑上的眼部扫描照相机来打字的，所以B正确。

8. B　推断题。由文章第一段第二句可知，对于那些四肢残缺或瘫痪的人而言，新软件将成为必要的工具，由此推断，最能从新的打字方式中受益的是四肢残疾的人，所以B正确。

9. B　细节题。文章第一段最后一句指出，该软件可以和任何有扫描眼部运动功能的照相机兼容，但是用户在使用过程中必须尽量静坐不动，由此可知，该软件无需特制的眼部扫描照相机，但要求用户在使用过程中不能做太多的动作，故排除C，确定B为答案。第二段第三句提到，该软件可以预测接下来需要什么字母，但并未提到它可以预测用户所要写的单词的顺序，也未提到它可以依照用户输入的第一个单词形成连贯的句子，故排除A、D。

10. C　推断题。文章第二段第三句提到，Dasher软件有联想输入功能，它可预测用户接下来需要什么字母，尽管列出的字母开始很少，但列出的字母和字母组合则是最有可能在随后用到的，由此推断，该软件对于可能用到的字母会有提示，所以C正确。文章最后一段首句提到，使用该软件每分钟最多可以输入25个单词，而利用屏幕键盘平均每分钟能输入15个单词，由此可知，与利用屏幕键盘相比，利用该软件每分钟可以多输入10个单词，而并非15个单词，故排除干扰项A。

Passage Three


文章精要：


遗传学家原本认为人类的DNA有99.9%是一样的，但是最新的研究表明一些大块基因组能把一个人和其他人区别开来。目前还有许多可变基因序列组没有研究，所以研究人员还无法准确计算出人类基因的差异。


答案解析：


11. C　细节题。文章第一段最后指出，新的研究留给人们疑问：一个人和另一个人的基因组究竟有多相似，所以C正确。

12. A　推断题。文章第三段指出，研究人员已经惊奇地发现了人与人之间差异极大的大块基因组，主要研究者马修·赫勒斯说，每个人都有独特的模式，由此推断，马修·赫勒斯认为不同的人可能有大块不同的基因组，所以A正确。

13. D　推断题。文章第四段第一句指出，仍然存在疑问的差异是由长达几十个到几十万个化学键的DNA链组成的，这些差异被称为复制数字变异，或是CNVs，再结合上下文可知，此处所说的差异就是人类基因组的差异，所以D正确。

14. B　细节题。文章倒数第三段指出，新研究是对发现CNVs在整个人类基因组中是怎样分布的所做的最详细的尝试，为了做到这一点，他们比较了祖先分别是欧洲人、非洲人和亚洲人的270个人的基因组块，由此可知，研究人员比较祖先不同的人的基因组块是为了发现CNVs在整个人类基因组中是怎样分布的，所以B正确。

15. A　推断题。文章最后一段指出，答案不是确定的，因为研究人员认为还有许多可变序列组，这些序列组有一万键或一千键那么长，而且是目前的研究所没有涉及的，而结合上文可知此处提到的答案就是人类基因的具体差异，由此推断，还无法准确计算出人类基因组的差异是因为还有许多可变序列组没有研究，所以A正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


美国计划再次登陆月球，并在月球上建立一个前方基地作为永久的定居地。NASA初步选定月球南极点为着陆地点，并且正考虑在月球上使用核能，而这必将引发争议。但是由于资金不足，NASA现正在寻求外国合作伙伴。


答案解析：


16. B　推断题。文章第二段指出，戴尔宣布美国在2020年重返月球的时候，将建立一个前方基地作为永久的定居地；第三段提到，下一个阶段的月球探索也会包括短期旅行，但主要任务将是建造定居地，推断可知，美国2020年重返月球的主要任务是建造前方基地作为永久居住地，所以B正确。

17. D　细节题。文章第四段提到，Ares发射系统将携带一个带有登月舱的登月车，那些登月舱将成为定居地，在2020年可容纳4名宇航员居住，由此可知，美国打算在月球上建造的定居地实际上就是指登月舱，所以D正确。

18. C　推断题。文章第五段指出，南极点上沙克尔顿坑的边缘格外有吸引力，因为那里的土壤中可能藏有冰，冰非常有用，冰不仅可以制成饮用水，还可以分解产生以氢气和氧气为基础的火箭燃料；第六段首句提到，NASA显然倾向于南极，由此推断，NASA倾向于在南极建立定居地是因为那里有冰，所以C正确。第六段首句提到，定居地可能会建在月球的一极，因为持续的阳光将会提供太阳能来保证定居地的运转，可见并非只有南极才有阳光，故排除干扰项A。

19. B　细节题。文章倒数第四段指出，戴尔还提到NASA正考虑最终在月球上使用核能量，而这肯定会引起争议，所以B正确。

20. A　推断题。文章倒数第二、三段提到，NASA没有足够的钱资助返月计划；最后一段指出，NASA在寻求与其他国家合作，合作在财政上来说是非常关键的，由此推断，NASA寻求与其他国家合作是因为他们需要大笔资金资助他们重返月球的项目，所以A正确。

Unit 3


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 430, Time: 9.5 mins

Imagine visiting your doctor for an annual exam—only this time the checkup begins not with a physical but with a routine sequencing of your genome（基因组）. Using information from the test, your physician not only diagnoses the diseases you are most susceptible
 to but also selects the types and doses of medication best suited to help you combat the maladies
 .
 It's called personalized medicine. The term broadly refers to the detection, treatment, and prevention of diseases based on a person's unique genetic makeup, and many people believe it will revolutionize health care.

“When you go to your physician ten years from now virtually all of the decisions about diagnosis and treatment will be based on individual information about your particular circumstance as opposed to a more general kind of approach to lots of other people in your general circumstance,” said genome expert Francis Collins. Collins led the international effort to sequence the human genome, which was completed in 2003. That effort was followed by the creation of a map of human genetic variation
 .

The genome contains tens of thousands of genes, which code for proteins and other molecules that make life possible. Although there are some three billion “letters” in the human DNA code, 99.9 percent are identical between any two people. The small remaining differences hold clues about why people tend to develop particular diseases.

“We now have the technology to assess in people with disease, versus those who don't have the disease, which of those genetic variances seem to be overrepresented,” Collins said. “We are on the brink of discovering what are the hereditary（遗传的）factors in diabetes, heart disease, in the common cancers, high blood pressure, asthma
 , mental illness—virtually any disease you can think of that tends to run in families.”

The genetic variations can be used to identify susceptibility to a particular disease and to pinpoint targets for drug treatments. Currently drug courses are often ineffective. Physicians may have to prescribe several different treatments before identifying one that works.

“Personalized medicine is about changing the medical paradigm（范例）,” said Edward Abrahams, executive director of the Personalized Medicine Coalition in Washington, D.C. “It promises to replace trial-and-error medicine with a more targeted get-it-right-the-first-time approach.”

Many cancer patients can already use targeted drugs such as Novartis's Gleevec and Genentech's Tarceva that are known to work better in people with certain genetic profiles. And a study published recently in the Journal of the American Medical Association
 showed that variations in one particular gene can predict which patients will respond to antidepressant（抗抑郁剂）drugs such as Eli Lilly's Prozac.

1. Which of the following statements best summarizes the passage?

A. Current drug courses are not effective enough.

B. More and more patients are trying to modify their genome.

C. Personalized medicine promises tailor-made diagnoses and treatments.

D. The dream of tailor-made diagnoses and treatments is hard to realize.

2. According to the passage, personalized medicine is based on_____.

A. the patient's unique genetic makeup

B. the detection of certain diseases

C. the treatment and prevention of diseases

D. the revolutionized health care

3. What can we know about human DNA from the passage?

A. In the U.S. 99.9 percent people have similar DNA.

B. The differences in DNA may explain why people tend to develop certain disease.

C. Different people have totally different DNA code.

D. Human DNA code contains about three billion genomes.

4. The genetic variations may help solve the problem of_____.

A. ineffective drug courses

B. identifying particular diseases

C. prescribing various treatments

D. bad hereditary influence

5. Novartis's Gleevec and Genentech's Tarceva mentioned in the last paragraph are_____.

A. commonly used drugs to cure cancer

B. so-called trial-and-error medicine

C. so-called get-it-right-the-first-time medicine

D. widely used antidepressant drugs



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


susceptible adj.
 易受影响的；易受感染的

malady n.
 疾病

variation n.
 变异

asthma n.
 哮喘


难句译文


利用测试所得结果，你的医生不仅能够诊断出你最易患上的疾病，还能挑选出最有利于你对抗疾病的药物的类型与剂量。



Passage Two

Words: 445, Time: 10 mins

When ancient farmers first domesticated wheat some 10,000 years ago, they were trying to breed a crop perfectly suited to making food. But it seems that somewhere along the line, farmers unwittingly（无意地）took out a gene that packs the plant full of goodness. Now researchers have found a way to fix that old mistake and put the nutrients back.

A team led by Jorge Dubcovsky of the University of California, looked at more than 90 varieties of the two major types of wheat that are today cultivated
 for making pasta and bread—foodstuffs
 that account for around 20% of all calories consumed worldwide. In all of these strains, the researchers found a mutation（突变）that reduces the amount of protein, zinc and iron in the grain.

The researchers have successfully crossed wild and crop strains to create a new variety with increased micronutrient（微量营养素）levels and 10% more protein than traditional farm strains. The discovery could help many of the estimated 2 billion people with deficiencies
 in key micronutrients. “We're releasing a variety that will be on the market next year,” says Dubcovsky. “We've tested the quality and it makes very good bread.”

Because the gene, called NAM-B1, comes from a wild relative of wheat, there is no need to use transgenic
 methods to transfer the gene into crop strains, Dubcovsky adds. “You don't need to do any biotech—you just cross and restore it,” he says.

The gene speeds up the process of “senescence”（衰老）, in which the plant's leaves die off and nutrients are remobilized to the developing grains. The mutated
 version in traditional cultivated strains results in fewer nutrients making it into the grains by the time the crop is harvested, the researchers explain.

They tracked down the gene responsible by using a map of genetic markers showing which areas of the genome are associated with different traits. Having identified the region associated with higher nutrient levels, they analyzed the genetic sequence to find the crucial genes.


To test their theory, Dubcovsky's team used a gene-silencing technique called RNA interference to shut down all genes related to NAM-B1 in crop strains, and found that the nutritional
 content of the grains declined even further.


The new strain is “not a magic bullet”, Dubcovsky stresses. “You will still have to test it in your own environment.” He and his colleagues are set to release their variety onto the U.S. market, but if other regions were to follow suit, wild strains would need to be crossed with local crop varieties to ensure that the result is suited to growing in local conditions. Other factors, including soil quality, can also influence the health value of plants.

6. What did ancient farmers do to wheat while domesticating it?

A. They accidentally took out a gene, which reduced wheat's nutrient level.

B. They fixed the stupid mistakes made by their ancestors.

C. They packed wheat full of goodness and transformed it into a kind of food.

D. They put extra nutrients which are good for them into wheat.

7. Which of the following is true about the new variety of wheat created by researchers?

A. It is a kind of modified wild wheat introduced by some farmers.

B. It contains 10% more protein than wild wheat does.

C. It is created in the lab of wild and crop strains of wheat.

D. Its micronutrient levels are higher than those of traditional farm wheat.

8. The word “mutated” (Line 2, Para. 5) most probably means_____.

A. weakened

B. strengthened

C. altered

D. advanced

9. How did the researchers find out the gene responsible for lack of nutrients in wheat?

A. They used a map of genetic markers to identify regions associated with higher nutrient levels.

B. They tracked down the gene responsible by analyzing the genetic sequence.

C. They found out the specific area of the genome associated with different nutrients.

D. They marked different genetic regions on a special map.

10. According to Dubcovsky, the new strain of wheat_____.

A. will be put onto the world market

B. is suited to growing in any condition

C. may not grow well in all regions of the world

D. has magic effect on people who eat it



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


cultivate vt.
 培养，耕作

foodstuff n.
 粮食

deficiency n.
 缺乏

transgenic adj.
 基因改造的

nutritional adj.
 营养的


难句译文


为了测试他们的理论，Dubcovsky团队利用了一种叫做核糖核酸干扰的基因抑制技术，使用于耕种的小麦品种中所有与NAM-B1有关的基因都失去效用，他们发现小麦中营养成分的含量更低了。



Passage Three

Words: 446, Time: 10 mins

Using a cellular phone does not increase a person's risk of cancer, according to a broad study released on Tuesday involving more than 400,000 Danish cellular telephone users.

A team of researchers used data on the entire population of Denmark to determine that neither short-term nor long-term use of cellular phones, also called mobile phones, was linked to a greater risk of tumors
 of the brain and nervous system, salivary gland（唾腺）or eyes, leukemia（白血病）or cancer overall.

“I think the results of this study are quite reassuring
 ,” Joachim Schuz of the Danish Institute of Cancer Epidemiology in Copenhagen, the lead researcher, said in an interview by cellular phone from Denmark.

The study, one of the most comprehensive to date, represented the latest evidence endorsing the safety of cell phones. The data available to the researchers allowed them to look at a large number of cell phone users and assess potential risks many years after they first used them.

The phones emit electromagnetic fields that can penetrate into the brain, and some scientists have sought to determine if this could cause cancer or other health problems.

Schuz's team studied data on 420,095 Danish cell phone users (357,553 men and 62,542 women) who first subscribed for mobile service between 1982 and 1995 and were followed through 2002—meaning some were tracked for two decades. The researchers then compared their cancer incidence to the rest of Denmark's population. A total of 14,249 cancer cases were seen among the cellular telephone users, a number that was lower than would be expected for that population, according to the study appearing in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute
 .

“We were not able to identify any increased risks of any cancers that could be related to the use of the cellular phones,” John Boice, a cancer epidemiologist（流行病学家）at Vanderbilt University who worked on the research, said in an interview. Boice said the type of radiation
 involved in cell phones is not known to damage cells or DNA. “So there's no biological mechanism that would suggest that even this type of exposure could cause cancer or DNA damage,” Boice said.

The researchers acknowledged some limitations in their work. Schuz said they could not differentiate between people who used the phones frequently and those who did so sparingly
 , meaning the researchers could not rule out the possibility that some type of increased risk exists among heavy users.


“There is, in fact, a hazard from the use of a cellular phone that we have to all be concerned about,” added Boice, but it is not cancer-related. “And that's using a phone when we're driving an automobile,” leaving a driver distracted
 and causing accidents.

11. What is the main theme of the passage?

A. Cell phone use should be prohibited

B. Cell phones don't raise cancer risk.

C. Cell phones are popular among youths

D. Cell phones may be dangerous.

12. Some scientists want to make sure if cell phone use could cause any health problem as_____.

A. electromagnetic fields emitted by cell phones may cause leukemia

B. people become increasingly concerned about their health

C. there are cases of cancer reported related to the use of cell phones

D. electromagnetic fields emitted by cell phones can penetrate into the brain

13. Which of the following statements can be considered as John Boice's view?

A. There is no increased risks of cancers being related to the use of cell phones.

B. Some type of radiation involved in cell phones is known to damage certain cells.

C. The exposure to the radiation involved in cell phones could cause DNA damage.

D. There is no biological mechanism that is related to cancers.

14. One limitation in the study mentioned in the passage is that_____.

A. the study is not comprehensive enough

B. the study doesn't cover a large number of cell phone users

C. only heavy users of cell phones are included in the study

D. the possibility that some increased risk exists among heavy users couldn't be excluded

15. One hazard from the use of cell phones is that_____.

A. using a cell phone may cause some kind of cancer

B. using a cell phone can make people distracted

C. using a cell phone while driving may cause traffic accidents

D. using a cell phone may harm automobiles



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


tumor n.
 瘤

reassuring adj.
 可靠的

radiation n.
 辐射

sparingly adv.
 少地，节约地

distracted adj.
 心烦意乱的


难句译文


许茨说他们无法区分出那些频繁使用手机的用户和不常使用手机的用户，这意味着研究者无法排除在频繁使用手机的人群中间存在某种更大风险的可能性。



Passage Four

Words: 446, Time: 10 mins

What if an earthquake were coming, and you had just a little bit of warning? It might be only 15 seconds, maybe 30—but it might be enough time to take cover under a table, or find the safety offered by a door frame.


Italian scientists say they have figured out a way to measure the shock waves from a quake just two seconds after they begin, and, from that, calculate the earthquake's strength, location, and potential for damage in populated regions.


American researchers have been at work on this as well, hoping to set up an early warning system in California and other earthquake-prone areas.

If researchers succeed, they might be able to place seismometers up and down fault lines, and measure the P-waves—the primary shock waves from an earthquake—several critical seconds before they reach the places where people live. P-waves may be useful for warnings; they are not nearly as strong as secondary vibrations
 —known as S-waves—that do most of the damage. It typically takes about 10 seconds for P-waves to spread 40 miles. S-waves travel about half as fast.

But a warning signal, transmitted electronically from a seismometer near the epicenter（震中）, would spread at the speed of light. That could mean extra time for gas companies to close automatic
 valves on their supply pipes, electric companies to isolate the vulnerable
 sections of their grid and people to run for cover.

Many geologists have been skeptical that the first P-waves can tell very much about the strong vibrations to follow. But the new research suggests they're reliable for setting off warnings.

“We can determine the magnitude
 within a couple of seconds of initiation of rupture and predict the ground motion from seconds to tens of seconds before it's felt,” said Richard Allen, an assistant professor of earth and planetary science at the University of California, Berkeley, when he and colleagues published a paper on early warnings last year in the journal Nature
 .

They calculate that in the worst earthquakes, a well-designed system could give San Francisco, for instance, an extra 20 seconds to put systems in safe mode. That is, if the warnings are accurate, nobody wants a very expensive system that constantly gives false alarms.

That's where the Italian researchers come in. They report that in just the first two seconds after a major earthquake, they can get enough data for an accurate picture of where it will spread, and how violent it will be.

Could all this make a difference when a major earthquake strikes? Science has been frustrated in its attempts to predict when one will happen, so, as many geologists argue, every nanosecond's warning will help.

16. When an eartherquake strikes, only 15 or 30 seconds is enough for people to_____.

A. find the safety offered by a table or a door frame

B. run out of their houses as soon as possible

C. figure out the strength of the earthquake

D. measure the shock waves from the earthquake

17. Which of the following statements is true about P-waves?

A. It's impossible to measure the P-waves.

B. P-waves can cause strong vibrations.

C. P-waves travel much faster than S-waves.

D. P-waves do most of the damage in an earthquake.

18. Though some geologists doubt the reliability of P-waves, the new research suggests_____.

A. they are more reliable than S-waves in earthquake warning

B. they can be used to predict the ground motion before it's felt

C. they can hardly tell anything about the strong vibrations to follow

D. they are reliable for setting off warning of possible damage

19. What can be learnt from the passage about the current warning systems?

A. They can give accurate warnings

B. They are expensive and ineffective.

C. They seldom give false alarms

D. They are being modified by scientists.

20. Many geologists agree that_____.

A. P-waves are quite useful in measuring S-waves

B. earthquakes and their magnitude can not be predicted

C. only a short period of time is needed to give prompt warnings

D. every nanosecond's warning will help reduce damage caused by earthquakes



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


vibration n.
 震动

automatic adj.
 自动的

vulnerable adj.
 易受攻击的

magnitude n.
 大小，量级


难句译文


意大利科学家说他们已经找到了在地震发生两秒后测量地震冲击波的方法，并据此计算出地震的强度、发生地点以及在人口稠密地区的潜在破坏力。





答案速查：



[image: 222]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章以去医生那里做例行检查为例引出了个性化医疗的观点。这种因人而异的诊断和治疗方法很可能会带动医疗方面的新革命，它可以帮助解决药物治疗无效的问题。现在已经有针对带有特定基因的人的癌症治疗药物。


答案解析：


1. C　主旨题。文章第一段介绍了个性化医疗的含义，指出它是为病人量身订做的诊断和治疗方法；接下来的几段说明了个性化医疗的可能性；倒数第二、三段提到，以个人基因为依据的个性化医疗能帮助解决药物治疗无效的问题；最后一段提到，现在已经有一些癌症药物就是依照病人的基因排列而制造的。综合可知，文章主要论述了个性化医疗使量身订做的诊断和治疗成为可能，所以C正确。

2. A　细节题。文章第一段最后一句指出，个性化医疗这个词广义上指的是，以个人独特的基因排列为基础的疾病检查、治疗和预防，由此可知，个性化医疗是以病人独特的基因排列为依据的，所以A正确。

3. B　细节题。文章第三段指出，任何两个人的DNA都有99.9%的部分相似，剩下的那些微小的不同之处中包含着为什么人们往往会患上某种疾病的线索，由此可知，DNA中不同的部分可以解释为什么人们会患有某种疾病，所以B正确。

4. A　推断题。文章第五段指出，基因变异可以用来检查出患上特定疾病的可能性，用来确定药物治疗的目标，现在的药物治疗经常没有效果，医师们可能得开几次处方才能确定哪种有效，由此推断，基因变异可能有助于解决药物治疗无效的问题，所以A正确。

5. C　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，个性化医疗将会改变医疗范例，需要经过反复试验的药物将被立即有效的（get-it-right-the-first-time）药物所取代；最后一段首句提到，许多癌症病人已经可以使用Gleevec和Tarceva等治疗目标明确的药物了，据了解，这些药物在带有特定基因的人身上疗效更好，推断可知，Gleevec和Tarceva就是指上文提到的立即有效的个性化药物，所以C正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


一万多年前人们试图培育最适合做食物的庄稼，却在无意间去掉了小麦中富含营养的基因，现在研究人员已经找到了补救措施。研究人员通过杂交野生小麦和用于种植的小麦成功培育出新的小麦品种，其中富含较多的营养物质，但新品种并不一定适合在其他地方种植。


答案解析：


6. A　推断题。文章第一段指出，一万年前古代农民刚开始耕种小麦时，他们试图培育一种最适合做食物的庄稼，却在无意间去掉了富含营养的基因，现在研究人员已经找到了补救措施，找回失去的营养，由此推断，古代农民在培育小麦时意外去掉了一个基因，从而降低了小麦的营养价值，所以A正确。

7. D　细节题。文章第三段第一句指出，研究人员已经通过杂交野生小麦和用于种植的小麦成功地培育出了新的品种，新品种的微量营养素含量和蛋白质含量都要高于传统农用小麦，所以D正确。

8. C　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“传统培育出的小麦品种中_____形式导致营养含量降低”，结合上文提到的古代农民无意间去掉了富含营养的基因，以及研究人员针对基因所做的研究可知，此处所指的应该是去掉富含营养的基因后的小麦品种，再结合选项A（削弱的）、B（增强的）、C（改变的）、D（先进的），只有C最符合句意，所以C正确。

9. A　细节题。文章倒数第三段指出，他们利用一个基因标记图来寻找关键基因，该基因标记图可以显示出基因组的哪些区域与不同的特性有关联，确定与较高营养水平相关的区域后，他们就分析基因序列，以便找到关键基因，所以A正确。

10. C　推断题。文章最后一段指出，Dubcovsky及其同事准备把他们培育的新品种投放到美国市场，但是如果其他地区也想效仿此例，就要把野生小麦和当地用于耕作的小麦进行杂交，以确保杂交后的新品种适合在当地生长，由此推断，Dubcovsky认为他们培育出的新品种小麦可能不会在世界各地都长得很好，所以选C。

Passage Three


文章精要：


手机产生的磁场能穿入人脑，所以科学家对这是否会造成癌症或其他健康问题进行了研究。最近的一项研究表明，使用手机不会增加使用者患癌症的风险。事实上，使用手机的一个危害就是，在开车时使用会分散司机的注意力，从而导致车祸。


答案解析：


11. B　主旨题。文章第一句就指出，最近的一项研究表明，使用手机不会增加使用者患癌症的风险；文章接下来说明了研究过程，并进一步强调没有发现使用手机会导致癌症，综合可知，文章主要论述使用手机不会增加患癌症的风险，所以B正确。

12. D　细节题。文章第五段提出，手机产生的磁场能穿入大脑，有些科学家试图判断这是否会造成癌症或其他健康问题，由此可知，科学家要确定使用手机是否会对健康造成伤害是因为手机产生的磁场能穿入大脑，所以D正确。

13. A　推断题。文章倒数第三段首句指出，约翰·伯斯提到，他们没有发现患癌症风险的增加与使用手机有关，由此推断，约翰·伯斯认为使用手机不会增加患癌症的风险，所以A正确。

14. D　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，研究人员承认他们的研究有局限性，他们无法区分出频繁使用手机的用户和不常使用手机的用户，这意味着研究人员无法排除在频繁使用手机的人群中存在某种更大风险的可能性，由此推断，研究的局限性就是频繁使用手机的人群中存在更大风险的可能性无法被排除，所以D正确。

15. C　推断题。文章最后一段指出，事实上，大家都应该注意使用手机有一个危害，但它与癌症无关，而是在开车时使用手机会分散司机的注意力，从而导致车祸，可见使用手机的危害是在开车时使用可能导致车祸，而分散注意力并不是真正的危害所在，故排除B，确定C为答案。

Passage Four


文章精要：


意大利科学家称他们已经研究出在地震发生2秒后测量出地震波的方法，并据此计算出地震的强度、位置和潜在破坏力。文章具体分析了该方法的可行性，还指出美国研究人员也在进行这方面的研究，并希望建立地震早期预警系统。


答案解析：


16. A　细节题。文章第一段指出，如果地震就要发生，而你只提前一点接到预警，那该怎么办，可能只有15秒或30秒的时间，但是已经足够躲到桌子下或在门框下找到安全的掩护，由此可知，地震发生时，15秒或30秒就足够你找到躲避之处了，所以A正确。

17. C　推断题。本题可采用排除法。文章第四段首句指出，研究人员如果成功的话就有可能测量P-waves，由此可排除A；第二句提到，P-waves没有S-waves那么强烈，而大部分破坏都是S-waves造成的，由此可排除B、D；最后两句提到，P-waves10秒钟可以传播40英里，而S-waves的速度只是其一半，由此可知，P-waves比S-waves传播的速度快，所以C正确。

18. B　推断题。文章第六段指出，许多地质学家都对P-waves能预测地震强度表示怀疑，但是最新的研究表明P-waves的预测性是可靠的；第七段开头指出，地质学家可以在地震开始的几秒内确定地震的大小，并在感到地面震动之前将其预测出来，由此推断，可以在感到地面震动之前利用P-waves将其预测出来，所以B正确。

19. B　推断题。文章倒数第三段最后指出，如果警报准确，没人想要一个昂贵的而且经常发出假警报的系统，由此推断，现在的警报系统应该价格昂贵且无效，所以B正确。

20. D　推断题。文章最后一句指出，正如许多地质学家所争论的，十亿分之一秒的预警都会有帮助，结合上文推断可知，许多地质学家应该都认同十亿分之一秒的预警会有助于减少地震造成的破坏，所以D正确。

提高篇

Unit 4


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 484, Time: 10.5 mins

In their world of darkness, it would seem likely that some of the animals might have become blind, as has happened to some cave fauna（动物群）. ①So, indeed, many of them have, compensating for the lack of eyes, marvelously developed feelers and long, slender fins and processes with which they grope
 their way, like so many blind men with canes
 , their whole knowledge of friends, enemies, or food coming to them through the sense of touch.


The last traces of plant life are left behind in the thin upper layer of water, for no plant can live below about 600 feet even in very clear water, and few find enough sunlight for their food manufacturing activities below 200 feet. Since no animal can make its own food, the creatures of the deeper waters live a strange, almost parasitic（寄生的）existence of utter dependence on the upper layers. These hungry carnivores prey fiercely and relentlessly upon each other, yet the whole community is ultimately dependent upon the slow rain of descending food particles from above. The components of this never ending rain are the dead and dying plants and animals from the surface, or from one of the intermediate layers. For each of the horizontal zones or communities of the sea that lie between the surface and the sea bottom, the food supply is different and in general poorer than for the layer above.

Pressure, darkness, and silence are the conditions of life in the deep sea. But we know now that the conception of the sea as a silent place is wholly false. ②Wide experience with hydrophones and other listening devices for the detection of submarines has proved that, around the shore lines of much of the world, there is the extraordinary uproar produced by fishes, shrimps, porpoises and probably other forms not yet identified.
 There has been little investigation as yet of sound in the deep, offshore areas, but when the crew of the Atlantis lowered hydrophone in deep water off Bermuda, they recorded strange mewing sounds, shrieks, and ghostly moans
 , the sources of which have not been traced. But fish of shallower zones have been captured and confined in aquaria, where their voices have been recorded for comparison with sounds heard at sea, and in many cases satisfactory identification can be made.

③During the Second World War the hydrophone network set up by the United States Navy to protect the entrance to Chesapeake Bay was temporarily
 made useless when, in the spring of 1942, the speakers at the surface began to give forth, every evening, a sound described as being like “a pneumatic drill tearing up pavement”.
 The extraneous noises that came over the hydrophones completely masked the sounds of the passage of ships. Eventually it was discovered that the sounds were the voices of fish known as croakers, which in the spring move Chesapeake Bay from the offshore wintering grounds.

1. Many underwater animals cannot see because_____.

A. the lack of light has gradually eliminated their capacity to see

B. they use sound waves instead of light to navigate in the darkness

C. they have learned to survive without seeing their enemies or their prey

D. their sense of touch has eliminated their need to see

2. Animals that live near the bottom of the sea are most likely to be carnivorous because_____.

A. they have developed sharp teeth and strong jaws with which to kill their prey

B. plants that grow far below the surface are not edible

C. animals cannot make their own food, so they eat each other

D. most surface vegetation is eaten before it sinks to the bottom of the sea

3. According to the passage, what can a hydrophone be used to do?

A. To record the sound of undersea fauna.

B. To search for sea monsters.

C. To detect submerged submarines.

D. To monitor the passing of surface vessels.

4. Which of the following statements about the state of oceanographic research does the passage most clearly support?

A. Undersea research is still incomplete.

B. Technology used in undersea studies is still in a very primitive stage of development.

C. More undersea research is conducted near shore than in mid-ocean.

D. Military researchers have made several momentous discoveries about undersea life.

5. The author's main purpose in the passage is to_____.

A. show that the United States coast was threatened by the enemy in World War II

B. explain some of the complexities of deep-sea life

C. illustrate the main problems faced by undersea researchers

D. gain public support for oceanographic expeditions



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


grope v.
 摸索

cane n.
 拐杖

moan n.
 呻吟声

temporarily adv.
 临时


难句译文


①因此，事实上，作为对没有视力的补偿，它们大多数都有相当发达的触角，有长长的、纤细的鳍状物或隆起物，以此来摸索前进，正如那些盲人用拐杖走路一样，它们所有关于朋友、敌人或者食物的信息都是来自触觉。

②用于探测潜艇的水诊器和其他听力设备的大量监测表明，在世界各地的海岸线，鱼虾、海豚、或许还有其他没有发现的鱼类会制造出一种特殊的喧嚣。

③在第二次世界大战期间美国海军建立了水中听音网络，用以保护切萨皮克海湾的入口，但在1942年春天，这个网络暂时丧失用武之地，每天晚上海湾水面上的扬声器发出一种像“风钻挖开人行道”一样的声音。



Passage Two

Words: 481, Time: 10 mins

According to Forrester Research, 8.6 million online shoppers access the Internet via a high-speed connection, compared to 12 million using dial-up. Taken alone, those findings are hardly groundbreaking. What's noteworthy
 is the rest of the picture that emerges from that study: those broadband users are younger, richer, and better informed than their narrowband
 counterparts. They spend more time and money online and are more likely to buy customized products and services. So why hasn't the Internet become the focus for broadband companies seeking to establish relationships with a demographic that has demonstrated a preference for their product? Simply put, until recently, their attempts fell flat.

Just over a year ago, our agency launched an online performance-based e-marketing campaign to promote a broadband service. Despite engaging creativity and a compelling offer, it met with resounding silence. Six months later, the response was only marginally better.

So we were only cautiously optimistic two months later when we launched another campaign for the same advertiser, using the same offer. This time, it was a success. Response rates tripled and the customer acquisition cost dropped from $300 to under $100.

Clearly, the floodgates have opened and the most sought-after consumers are rushing through to broadband. And while the surge
 in response wasn't a complete surprise given the emphasis placed on marketing broadband services, it was enough to make us curious about what other factors were at play.

What we discovered was a scenario where so many people have experienced broadband's superiority
 at work, school, and even in friends' homes that they know what they're missing.

According to U.S. News & World Report, some 20 million households nationwide now have broadband, with another 100,000 signing up each week. That saturation has created a market of increasingly discontent dial-up subscribers for broadband companies to reach.

Imagine the impact when—as dial-up users impatiently wait for Web pages to load—an ad pops up promising lightning fast access. Their response starts an on-going relationship managed through newsletters and other e-mail communications designed to keep them informed about value-added services, special promotions, etc.

Not only is it a demographic pre-disposed to online CRM, it is also one that is far from oversold. In fact, less than one-third of U.S. households will subscribe
 to a broadband service by 2006. And as services designed specifically for broadband increase and support for dial-up declines, the 42 percent of Internet users who said they didn't need broadband will become receptive to a well-focused CRM program.

But it won't last forever. While the window of opportunity to reach broadband buyers online is open, it's not likely to stay that way. Broadband may be the current heir
 apparent for connectivity, but wireless has given every indication it will be a sleeper hit, emerging from nowhere to take the top spot.


In short, the time for broadband companies to establish online customer relationships is now.

6. What is mentioned as the result of Forrester Research in the first paragraph?

A. It is the first time for people to find out the number of broadband users.

B. Broadband users can get all the information they need on the Internet.

C. Nearly all Internet users can buy the products especially made for them.

D. A lot of online shoppers access the Internet via broadband.

7. What did the online performance-based e-marketing campaign bring at first?

A. The promotion of a broadband service.

B. Cautious responses.

C. No response at all.

D. Some marginal responses.

8. Why did another campaign become a success later?

A. Because the agency has used a compelling offer.

B. Because people have enjoyed the broadband's advantages in their daily life.

C. Because the agency has spent a lot of money on the advertisements.

D. Because people become curious about the broadband.

9. It can be inferred from the passage that_____.

A. few are likely to use dial-up in the future

B. broadband companies should establish online customer relationships now

C. about 20 million households nationwide now have broadband

D. people design more services especially for broadband

10. What is the main idea of this passage?

A. How Forrester Research got the valuable information.

B. Why people want to use broadband.

C. How broadband services find success in online CRM.

D. Broadband services have great influence on people.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


noteworthy adj.
 显著的

narrowband n.
 窄带

surge n.
 激增

superiority n.
 优越

subscribe v.
 预订

heir n.
 继承者


难句译文


在网络的连通性上，宽带也许是表面上的后继者，但是已经有各种迹象表明，无线上网将会爆冷门，从无名小卒占据头号位置。



Passage Three

Words: 458, Time: 10 mins

The evolution of sex ratios has produced, in most plants and animals with separate sexes, approximately equal numbers of males and females. Why should this be so? Two main kinds of answers have been offered. One is couched
 in terms of advantage to population. It is argued that the sex ratio will evolve so as to maximize the number of meetings between individuals of the opposite sex. This is essentially a “group selection” argument. The other, and in my view, correct type of answer was first put forward by Fisher in 1930. This “genetic” argument starts from the assumption that genes can influence the relative numbers of male and female offspring produced by an individual carrying the genes. That sex ration will be favored which maximizes the number of descendants an individual will have and hence the number of gene copies transmitted. Suppose that the population consisted mostly of females: then an individual who produced sons only would have more grandchildren. In contrast, if the population consisted mostly of males, it would pay to have daughters. If, however, the population consisted of equal numbers of males and females, sons and daughters would be equally valuable. Thus a one-to-one sex ratio is the only stable ratio; it is an “evolutionarily stable strategy”. Although Fisher wrote before the mathematical theory of games had been developed, his theory—the best strategy to adopt, depends on what others are doing—incorporates the essential feature of a game.


Since Fisher's time, it has been realized that genes can sometimes influence the chromosome（染色体）or gamete（配子）in which they find themselves so that the game will be more likely to participate
 in fertilization.
 If such a gene occurs on a sex determining (X or Y) chromosome, then highly aberrant（异常的）sex ratios can occur. But more immediately relevant to game theory are the sex ratios in certain species of parasitic wasps that have a large excess of females. In these species, fertilized eggs develop into females and unfertilized eggs into males. A female stores sperm and can determine the sex of each egg she lays by fertilizing it or leaving it unfertilized. By Fisher's argument, it should still pay a female to produce equal numbers of sons and daughters. Hamilton, noting that the eggs develop within their host—the larva of another insect—and that the newly emerged adult wasps mate immediately and disperse
 , offered a remarkably cogent analysis. Since only one female usually lays eggs in a given larva, it would pay her to produce one male only, because this one male could fertilize
 all his sisters on emergence. Like Fisher, Hamilton looked for an evolutionarily stable strategy, but he went a step further in recognizing that he was looking for a strategy.

11. The author suggests that the work of Fisher and Hamilton was similar in that both scientists_____.

A. conducted their research at approximately the same time

B. sought to manipulate the sex ratios of some of the animals they studied

C. sought an explanation of why certain sex ratios exist and remain stable

D. studied game theory, thereby providing important groundwork for the later development of strategy theory

12. It can be inferred from the passage that the author considers Fisher's work to be_____.

A. fallacious and unprofessional

B. definitive and thorough

C. inaccurate but popular, compared with Hamilton's work

D. admirable, but not as up-to-date as Hamilton's work

13. The author discusses the genetic theory in greater detail than the group selection theory because he believes it is more_____.

A. complicate

B. accurate

C. popular

D. comprehensive

14. According to the passage, successful game strategy depends on_____.

A. the ability to adjust one's behavior in light of the behavior of others

B. one's awareness that there is safety in numbers

C. the degree of stability one can create in one's immediate environment

D. the accuracy with which one can predict future events

15. Which of the following is TRUE about the species of parasitic wasps discussed in the passage?

A. So few male wasps are produced that extinction is almost certain.

B. Female wasps lay their eggs in the larvae of other wasps.

C. All female wasps are fertilized by themselves.

D. Adult female wasps are capable of storing sperm.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


couch v.
 （用语言）表达

participate vi.
 参与

disperse v.
 （使）分散

fertilize vt.
 使……受精


难句译文


自从费希尔时代以来，人们就意识到基因有时可以影响染色体或配子，因此在受精过程中似乎更应该伴随一定的技巧。game在此意为“技巧，策略”。



Passage Four

Words: 475, Time: 10 mins

Behaviors that we do not understand often become nearly invisible—even when, in retrospect
 , we see how truly strange they are.

When I was a psychiatric resident, we had a faculty member who was famous for his messy office: stacks of papers and old journals covered every chair and table as well as much of the floor. One day, as I walked past the open office door with one of my supervisors, he murmured
 mildly, “Odd duck”. And that was as far as anyone seemed to reflect on this peculiar state of affairs within an institution staffed by psychiatrists. Eventually, the faculty member had to be given another office in which to see patients.

Not surprisingly, the psychiatric diagnostic manual does not list “messy room” in the index. But it does mention a symptom: inability “to discard worn-out or worthless objects even when they have no sentimental value”. It comes under the diagnosis obsessive-compulsive personality disorder, an obscure cousin of the more famous obsessive-compulsive disorder.

I was barely aware of the diagnosis. Every era has popular mental disorders due to cultural or scientific reasons. In Freud's day it was hysteria. Currently, depression has moved to center stage. But other ailments go relatively ignored, and this disorder was one.


It came with a list of additional symptoms that appeared to be peculiar bedfellow: anxiety about spending money, excessive devotion to work to the exclusion of leisure activities, rigidity about following rules, and perfectionism in doing tasks—at times to the point of interfering with finishing them.


In moderation, the symptoms seemed to fit right in with our workaholic（工作狂）culture—perhaps explaining the low profile of the diagnosis. Relentless work orientation and perfectionism may even be assets in rule and detail oriented professions like accounting or law.

But when the symptoms are too intense or pervasive, they become crippling
 . Beneath seemingly adaptive behaviors lies a central disability. People with this diagnosis have enormous difficulty making decisions. They lack the internal sense of completion that most of us experience at the end of a choice or a task, even one as simple as throwing something out or making a purchase. In obsessive-compulsive personality disorder, this feeling occurs only after endless deliberation and revision, if at all.

The need to come up with the “correct” answer, the best purchase or the perfect proposal leads to excess rumination over each decision. It can even lead to complete paralysis. For such people, rules of all kinds are a godsend—they represent pre-made decisions. Open-ended assignments, like writing papers, are nightmares.

For such a patient or for a psychiatrist
 , understanding a cluster
 of diagnostic symptoms can be a revelation
 . The picture leaps
 out from the previously disorganized background. But undoubtedly, at times we can become too reductionistic, seeing patterns where none exist: sometimes a messy room is just a messy room.

16. Which of the following best describes people's attitude towards the faculty member?

A. They disliked him, and that's why he got his separate room to see patients.

B. They thought he is a little strange, but didn't pay much attention to his behavior.

C. They were interested in his behavior, as they were all psychiatrists.

D. They thought he suffered from mental retardation.

17. The popular mental disorder of current time, according to the author, is_____.

A. hysteria

B. depression

C. messiness

D. obsessive-compulsive disorder

18. The reason why symptoms of the “obsessive-compulsive personality disorder” go unnoticed is that_____.

A. they are highly thought of in accounting or law

B. some of the mild symptoms fit in with a workaholic culture

C. they have a low profile

D. they take a long time to become intense or pervasive

19. Rules are godsend to persons with the obsessive-compulsive personality disorder because_____.

A. they do not involve decision making

B. they are open-ended assignments

C. they lead to complete paralysis

D. they are made by others

20. From the last paragraph we can see that the author's view is that_____.

A. a messy room is just a messy room

B. a messy room is an indication of the obsessive-compulsive personality disorder

C. psychiatrists should pay attention to a messy room

D. psychiatrists should see patterns of seemingly disorganized behaviors, but shouldn't be too reductionistic



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


retrospect n.
 回顾

murmur v.
 发低沉连续的声音

cripple v.
 削弱

psychiatrist n.
 精神病医师

cluster n.
 串，丛

revelation n.
 显示

leap v.
 跳跃


难句译文


一系列的附加症状就像奇怪的伙伴同时出现：为花钱焦虑，过于投入工作而没有休闲活动，恪守规则，做事奉行完美主义——这些有时甚至妨碍他们完成任务。





答案速查：



[image: 233]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章介绍了一些深海生物的生存方式，并提到人们曾用水诊器对深海进行探测，但由于各种原因，目前我们对深海生物的了解仍然不多。


背景知识：


大洋水面上的浮游植物在光合作用下，产生一种初级生产力。初级生产力的生物死亡和分解时，沉降到海底，构成深海食物链的一部分。另外，海底断裂带裂缝口的热水带来部分食物，又构成一部分食物来源。第三部分食物来源，则是海底细菌利用硫化氢一类的化学物质合成的有机部分。这三部分的食物来源构成了深海热液裂缝口动物群落的巨大食物链。这也是深海生物得以大量繁殖的基本条件。


答案解析：


1. A　推断题。文章第一段首句指出，在黑暗的世界里，有些动物很可能看不见东西，结合下文可知，此处指的是深海动物，由此推断，深海缺少光线，使得它们逐渐失去了视觉，所以A正确。触觉发达是变盲以后的结果，故排除干扰项D。

2. C　推断题。由文章第二段第二、三句可知，水下动物不能自行制造食物，所以深水生物以寄生的方式完全依靠上层生物而生存，它们残忍地互相蚕食，整个群体基本上依靠上面剩下的食物残渣而生存，所以C正确。

3. C　细节题。文章第三段第三句提到，水诊器和其他收听装置可以用于探测潜艇，还能听到鱼虾等发出的声音，但并未提到水诊器可以录下海里动物群的声音，故排除A，确定C为答案。

4. A　推断题。文章第三段倒数第二句指出，当“亚特兰蒂斯”号的船员将水诊器放入百慕大深水海域时，他们记录下奇怪的声音，但这些声音来自何处尚不清楚，由此推断，作者认为对深水鱼类的研究还很不够，故选A。

5. B　主旨题。文章第一、二段描述了深海生物的生存方式；第三、四段指出，虽然深海生物很值得研究，但是目前却研究得不够多。综合可知，作者在本文想要解释深海生物的复杂性，所以B正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，宽带上网是目前最受青睐的上网方式，当人们体会到宽带上网的优越性之后，许多人放弃了拨号上网的方式成为宽带用户。文章论述了扩展宽带上网业务从失败走向成功的过程，并分析了宽带上网的前景。


答案解析：


6. D　细节题。文章首句提到，Forrester Research的调查结果显示，860万网上购物者通过宽带上网，而1,200万的网上购物者通过拨号上网，由此可知，有许多网上购物者通过宽带上网，所以D正确。Forrester Research所给出的结果并未表明A（这是人们首次查明宽带用户的数量）、B（宽带网用户能在网上得到他们需要的所有信息）、C（几乎所有的宽带网用户都可以购买专门为他们定做的产品）三项的内容，故排除。

7. C　推断题。文章第二段提到，一年前推广宽带服务的在线电子营销活动尽管提供了有创意的和吸引人的服务，但却遭遇了彻底的沉默，由此推断，此次电子营销活动最初没有激起任何反应，故选C。

8. B　推断题。文章第三段提到，第二次营销活动取得了成功；第四段最后提出疑问：是什么因素促进了成功；第五段则给出答案：宽带得到认可的原因是有许多人在办公场所、学校，甚至是朋友家里感受到了宽带的优越性，由此推断，第二次营销活动取得成功是因为人们在日常生活中感受到了宽带的优势，故选B。

9. A　推断题。文章倒数第三段最后一句提到，随着为宽带专门设计的服务的增多，而对拨号服务支持的减少，那些声称自己不需要宽带的42%的互联网用户将会接受重点明确的CRM项目，结合上文可知，此处所说的CRM项目就是宽带服务，由此推断，将来可能没有人会拨号上网，因此A正确。

10. C　主旨题。文章第一段提到，通过宽带上网的人数有所增加；第二段介绍了一次失败的宽带推广活动；第三、四、五段介绍了成功的宽带推广活动及其成功的原因；接下来的几段分析了宽带服务兴起的原因，以及宽带服务的前景。综合可知，文章阐述了宽带服务是如何取得成功的，所以C正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章指出，大多数植物界和动物界中雄性和雌性动物在进化过程中的比例一直近似于1:1。科学家对此进行分析研究后得出，这是由于基因遗传的缘故，文章对此进行了详细论述。


答案解析：


11. C　推断题。文章第一段指出，科学家费希尔从遗传基因的角度分析了性别比例的进化，并解释了其比例稳定的理由；文章最后指出，汉密尔顿和费希尔一样，寻求一种进化稳定策略，由此推断，两者所做研究的相似之处在于两人都试图解释为什么会存在特定的性别比例，以及性别比例保持稳定的原因，故选C。

12. D　推断题。文章第一段最后一句提到，费希尔的基因遗传观点出现在博弈论之前，是值得采纳的最好的策略，由此推断，作者认为费希尔的研究工作是令人钦佩的；文章最后一句指出，尽管汉密尔顿和费希尔采用的方式一样，但前者更进了一步，由此推断，作者认为费希尔的研究工作没有汉密尔顿的先进，故选D。

13. B　推断题。文章第一段首先介绍了“群体选择理论”（group selection theory），接着介绍了作者认为是正确的“基因遗传理论”，并对其进行了详细论述，由此推断，作者更为详细地解释“基因遗传理论”是因为他认为该理论更为准确，所以选B。

14. A　推断题。文章第一段最后一句指出，费希尔的基因遗传观点尽管出现在博弈论之前，但却体现了博弈的基本特征，而他的理论依赖于其他人的行为，由此推断，成功的博弈论应该取决于根据他人行为来调整自己行为的能力，所以A正确。

15. D　细节题。文章最后一段第五句提到，雌性寄生蜂储备精子并能通过给卵子受精与否来决定后代的性别，由此可知，成年雌性寄生蜂有储备精子的能力，所以D正确。原文并未提到寄生蜂因雌性马蜂过少而必然会灭绝，故排除A；该段倒数第三句提到，寄生蜂在宿主，即其他昆虫的幼虫中产卵，由此可排除B；倒数第二句提到，雄性寄生蜂可以给自己的姐妹受精，由此可排除C。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章通过一些事例介绍了精神病的一些轻微症状及其与社会现行文化之间的联系，并指出其中一些症状其实正是这个宣扬工作至上的社会的产物。


答案解析：


16. B　推断题。文章第一段指出，有些行为是我们所不理解的，但我们却通常对其视而不见；第二段以一位精神病医师为例对此进行了说明，该精神病医师的办公室非常杂乱，但其他精神病医师顶多把他看成是奇怪的人，而没有去细想他那奇怪的行为，由此推断，人们觉得那位精神病医师有点奇怪，但并没有过多关注他的行为，故选B。

17. B　细节题。文章第四段指出，每个时代都有常见的精神障碍，在弗洛伊德时期是歇斯底里，而现在则是抑郁症，因此选项B正确。

18. B　推断题。文章第六段第一句指出，这些症状似乎和我们的工作狂文化一致，这或许能够解释人们对诊断不够重视的原因，结合上文可知，此处的症状指的就是强迫症的症状，由此推断，强迫症的症状被忽视的原因是有些轻微的症状和工作狂文化相吻合，故选B。

19. A　推断题。文章倒数第三段第三句指出，患有强迫症的人很难做出决定；倒数第二段第三句指出，对这些人来说，所有规则都是令人喜出望外的事物，因为它们代表了预先做好的决定，由此推断，对于患有强迫症的人来说，规则是令人喜出望外的事物是因为他们不用自己做决定，所以A正确。

20. D　推断题。文章最后一段指出，对于精神病医师来说，清楚一系列诊断症状就可以揭露真实情况，但我们有时的确过于简单化了，总是在没有模式的地方寻找模式，而有时一个凌乱的房间就是一个凌乱的房间，推断可知，作者是要说明精神病医师应该留心看似混乱的行为的模式，但不能过于简单化，故选D。A、B、C三项均过于表面化，并非作者的真实意图。

Unit 5


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 475, Time: 10.5 mins

Stone tools, animal bones and an incised mammoth
 tusk found in Russia's frigid far north have provided what archaeologists say is the first evidence that modern humans or Neanderthals lived in the Arctic more than 30,000 years ago, at least 15,000 years earlier than previously thought.

A team of Russian and Norwegian archaeologists, describing the discovery in today's issue of the journal Nature
 , said the campsite, at Mamontovaya Kurya, on the Ural River at the Arctic Circle, was the “oldest documented evidence for human presence at this high latitude”. Digging in the bed of an old river channel close to the Ural Mountains, the team uncovered 123 mammal bones, including horse, reindeer and wolf. “The most important find,” they said, was a four-foot mammoth tusk with grooves made by chopping with a sharp stone edge, “unequivocally the work of humans”. The tusk was carbon-dated at about 36,600 years old. Plant remains found among the artifacts were dated at 30,000 to 31,000 years.

Other archaeologists said the analysis appeared to be sound. But they cautioned
 that it was difficult, when dealing with riverbed deposits, to be sure those artifacts had not become jumbled out of their true place, and thus time, in the geologic layers. They questioned whether the discoverers could reliably conclude that the stone tools were in fact contemporary with the bones. But in a commentary
 accompanying the article, Dr. John A. J. Gowlett of the University of Liverpool in England wrote, “Although there are questions to be answered, the artifacts illustrate both the capacity of early humans to do the unexpected, and the value of archaeologists' researching in unlikely areas.”


The discoverers said they could not determine from the few stone artifacts whether the site was occupied by Neanderthals, hominids
 who by then had a long history as hunters in Europe and western Asia, or some of the first anatomically modern humans to reach Europe.


In any case, other archaeologists said, the findings could be significant.

If these toolmakers
 were Neanderthals, the findings suggested that these human relatives, who became extinct after 30,000 years ago, were more capable and adaptable than they are generally given credit for. Living in the Arctic climate presumably required higher levels of technology and social organization.

If they were modern humans, then the surprise is that they had penetrated
 so far north in such a short time. There has been no firm evidence for modern humans in Europe before about 35,000 years ago. It had generally been thought that the northernmost part of Eurasia was not occupied by humans until the final stage of the last ice age, some 13,000 to 14,000 years ago, when the world's climate began to moderate
 . Dr. Gowlett said the new findings indicated that the Arctic region of European Russia was extremely cold but relatively dry and ice-free more than 30,000 years ago.

1. What is the significance of the discovery?

A. It shows that modern humans lived in the Arctic more than 3,000 years ago.

B. It shows that Neanderthals lived in the Arctic more than 3,000 years ago.

C. It shows the oldest documented evidence for human presence at such high latitude.

D. It shows human could use tools 30,000 years ago.

2. Why did the team believe that the four-foot mammoth tusk was the most important find?

A. Because it was the longest tusk ever found.

B. Because there were signs left by human's tools on it.

C. Because there were grooves on it.

D. Because there is not any mammoth tusk all over the world.

3. When did the Neanderthals become extinct?

A. More than 30,000 years ago

B. After 30,000 years ago.

C. Before about 35,000 years ago

D. Some 13,000 to 14,000 years ago.

4. Who were those toolmakers?

A. Neanderthals

B. Modern humans.

C. Archaeologists

D. Not determined.

5. What's the weather like in the Arctic region of European Russia more than 30,000 years ago?

A. Moderate temperature, relatively dry and ice-free.

B. Extremely cold, relatively dry and ice-free.

C. Extremely cold, plenty of raining and ice-free.

D. Extremely cold, relatively dry and ice frosted.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


mammoth n.
 猛犸象，毛象

caution vt.
 警告

commentary n.
 注释；评论

hominid n.
 原始人类

toolmaker n.
 工具制造者

penetrate vt.
 穿透；进入

moderate v.
 缓和


难句译文


发现者说，他们无法根据这么少的几件石器来确定是否是穴居人，那时已经在欧洲及西亚有很长一段狩猎史的原始人类，占据了那个地点还是某些到达欧洲的最早的解剖学意义上的现代人类。



Passage Two

Words: 452, Time: 10 mins

Shoppers who have flocked to online stores for their holiday shopping are losing privacy
 with every mouse click, according to a new report.

①The study by the Washington based Electronic Privacy Information Center scrutinized
 privacy policies on 100 of the most popular online shopping sites and compared those policies with a set of basic privacy principles that have come to be known as “fair information practices”.


②The group found that none of the 100 sites met all of the basic criteria
 for privacy protection, which include giving notice of what information is collected and how it is used, offering consumers a choice over whether the information will be used in certain ways, allowing access to data that give consumers a chance to see and correct the information collected, and instituting the kind of security measures that ensure that the information won't fall into the wrong hands.


“This study showed that somebody else, other than Santa, is reading your Christmas list,” said Jeff Chester, executive director of the Center for Media Education, which also worked on the survey.

The online privacy of children is protected by Federal Trade Commission rules, but adults do not share the same degree of privacy protection. The government, like the online shopping industry, favors self-regulation over imposition of further government restrictions on electronic commerce.

Marc Rotenberg, executive director of the privacy group, said the study showed that self-regulations had failed. “We need legislation to enforce fair information practices,” he said. “Consumers are at greater risk than they were in 1997,” when the group released its first report.

The survey also asked whether the 100 sites used “profile based” advertising, and whether the sites incorporated
 “cookies
 ” technology, which gives Web sites basic information on visitors. Profiling is the practice of gathering information about consumers' interests by tracking their movements online. The information is then used to create targeted advertising on Web sites.

All but 18 of the top shopping sites did display a privacy policy, a major improvement over the early days of electronic commerce, when such policies were scarce. But that did not satisfy the privacy group. “Companies are posting privacy policies, but these policies are not the same thing as fair information practices,” Rotenberg said.

The sites also did not perform well by other measures, the group said. It found that 35 of the sites featured profile based advertising, and 87 percent used cookies. The group concluded that the policies that were posted “are typically confusing, incomplete, and inconsistent”. The report“Surfer Beware III: Privacy Policies without Privacy Protection” is the third such survey by the group. It called for further development of technologies that help consumers protect their privacy and even anonymity when exploring the Internet.

6. Which of the following is out of the list of the basic criteria of privacy protection mentioned in paragraph 3?

A. Give notice of what information is collected and how it is collected.

B. Allow access to data that give consumers a chance to check information.

C. Make consumers believe that the information provided by the sites is surely correct.

D. Institute security measures to ensure the information collected is not used improperly.

7. What did Jeff Chester say about the study?

A. The study shows that someone else would buy consumers a gift for Christmas.

B. The study shows that consumers' privacy is being invaded.

C. The study shows that companies want to make a Christmas list for children.

D. The study shows that Santa would not bring the Christmas gifts this year.

8. It could be drawn from the passage that_____.

A. Electronic Privacy Information Center had released at least 3 reports concerning online privacy

B. adults cannot get any online privacy protection

C. both the online privacy of children and that of adults are not protected by FTC rules

D. only 18 shopping sites displayed a privacy policy nowadays

9. What does the “cookies” (Line 2, Para. 7) mean in the passage?

A. A kind of food.

B. A cookie-making technology.

C. A kind of technology which can get visitors' information.

D. A kind of present some Web sites give to customers.

10. What does the passage mainly talk about?

A. Marc Rosenberg's study on self-regulation.

B. Some online problems found by a privacy group's study.

C. Adults and children are different.

D. Online security measures.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


privacy n.
 隐私

scrutinize v.
 细察

criteria n.
 标准

incorporate vt.
 合并；收编


难句译文


①华盛顿电子隐私信息中心的研究对最受欢迎的100家网上购物网站的保密协议进行了仔细调查，并将它们与一些公认为是“公正的信息惯例”的基本保密规定进行了比较。

②他们发现，这100家网站中没有一家符合所有的基本保密标准，基本保密标准包括：通告所收集的信息以及这些信息如何使用；向消费者提供一个关于这一信息可能以某种方式被使用的选项；允许用户获取数据资料，以便他们有机会浏览并更正所收集的信息；创建一种安全措施，确保信息不会落入坏人之手。



Passage Three

Words: 491, Time: 10.5 mins

Cancer researchers are learning to read genes like a crystal ball to predict how patients will respond to cancer therapy, who will suffer the worst side effects and what treatments may be best for a particular patient. Foreseeing the outcome of treatment, and knowing with certainty which drugs are best for individual patients, have long been the goals of cancer researchers.

For at least 40 years, oncologists（肿瘤学家）have puzzled over why some patients respond so well to chemotherapy while others obtain modest benefits or none at all. ①The discovery decades ago that linked a chromosome
 abnormality to one form of leukemia paved
 the way for the development of the drug Gleevec by Druker and the ability to identify the patients most likely to benefit.
 More recently, with the wealth of knowledge from the Human Genome Project, researchers have been able to develop even more specific tools to create genetic profiles
 of tumors and match those profiles with the right drugs. The tools also help determine which patients are most likely to experience the worst side effects of specific types of chemotherapy and guide them to other treatments.

Researchers from the University of Chicago studied alterations of the UGT1A1 gene, associated with an increased chance of chemotherapy side effects. ②Mark Ratain and his team studied 61 colon cancer patients receiving irinotecan and learned that patients with alterations of the gene labeled as 7/7 were most likely to suffer severe losses of white blood cells.
 Patients with the 6/7 alteration type had intermediate side effects, and patients with the 6/6 type had none.

Scientists at the Massachusetts General Hospital examined genes that normally have the ability to repair damage to DNA in cells called XPD and XRCC1. The number of variations in these genes indicates how long a patient is likely to survive. Sarada Gurubhagavatula and her team studied variations of these genes in 103 patients diagnosed
 with advanced non-small cell lung cancer. Patients with a total of three variations in the genes survived a median of 6/8 months; those with two variations survived 11 months; patients with one variation survived 16/6 months; and those with no variations survived 20/4 months. Gurubhagavatula says the variations could be identified and those with the worst predicted outcomes put on chemotherapy regimens that offer better odds of survival.

Scientists at Cedars Sinai Medical Center and Genomic Health Inc. have developed a way to test lung tumors for genetic profiles associated with responses to the new lung cancer drug Iressa. The drug has been shown to shrink tumors in 10% to 12% of patients with advanced lung cancer. David Agus at Cedar Sinai found a pattern of 185 genes that are turned off and on in a manner that correlates
 with response to Iressa or to a lack of response. When used commercially, the test will target patients most likely to benefit and will allow patients to make other choices if the negative profile is found.

11. The passage is mainly about_____.

A. the search for effective cancer treatment drugs

B. the goals of cancer therapy

C. the success in reading genes

D. the advances in cancer treatment

12. The achievements from Human Genome Project enable researchers to_____.

A. diagnose a chromosome abnormality more accurately

B. develop cancer treatment drugs like Gleevec

C. administer cancer treatment with fewer side effects

D. come up with chemotherapy as an effective tool for cancer treatment

13. The purpose of the author in mentioning the three researches is to_____.

A. make a contrastive analysis of them

B. illustrate the achievements in cancer therapy

C. present the similarities and differences between them

D. show how altered genes can cause cancer

14. Sarada and her team are convinced that_____.

A. research on genes offers them greater predictive power

B. lung cancer is caused by variation of genes

C. patients can survive lung cancer by altering their genes

D. chemotherapy can save even the worst lung cancer patients

15. As is used in the passage, the word “profile” (Line 7, Para. 2)most probably means_____.

A. graphic presentation

B. scientific discovery

C. inherited source

D. specific treatment plan



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


chromosome n.
 染色体

leukemia n.
 白血病

pave v.
 铺

diagnose v.
 诊断

correlate vi.
 相关


难句译文


①几十年前发现有一种染色体异常与某种白血病有着联系，根据这个发现，德鲁克开发了名为基利克（Gleevec）的药物，并能够识别对哪些病人最为有效。

②马克·雷丁和他的研究组对接受依立替康（irinotecan）的61位结肠癌病人进行研究，得出基因标签为7/7交替的病人最容易患白血球严重缺失的疾病。



Passage Four

Words: 507, Time: 11 mins

The mysterious spokes in Saturn's（土星）rings may be created by massive thunderstorms in the planet's atmosphere. If the theory is right, these faint features are the signature of awesome
 events: lightning strokes are ten thousand times more energetic than those on Earth, releasing beams of electrons that surge up from Saturn's surface to whack（重击）into the rings and blast out jets of electrically charged dust.


The idea, proposed by Geraint Jones of the Max Planck Institute for Solar System Research in Katlenburg-Lindau, Germany, and his colleagues in Geophysical Research Letters
 , remains speculative
 . No one has ever seen storm-induced electron beams on Saturn. But the researchers say that the theory would explain some puzzling features of the spokes, and that it fits with what is known about the effects of thunderstorms on Earth.

The spokes of Saturn's rings were first discovered by the Voyager I and II spacecraft when they passed close to the gas giant planet in 1980 and 1981. The spokes are “a very complex phenomenon, and a difficult thing to untangle
 ”, says Carolyn Porco of the Space Science Institute in Boulder, Colorado, who was the first person to work on these mysterious features back in the Voyager days.

The spokes appear as bright or dark streaks about 100 km wide and up to 20,000 km long that cross the rings, making them look as though they have been smeared by a giant finger. They are transient
 , building up over a period of a few hours and then disappearing again several hours later. And they aren't always there at all: between 1998 and 2004, when NASA's Cassini spacecraft reached the planet, there was no sign of any. Spokes reappeared in September 2005, when Cassini took snapshots of them.

Researchers agree that the spokes are made of dust grains that have become electrically charged and are pushed up out of the rings in long streamers by electrostatic repulsion（静电排斥）. But they don't know what causes the charging.

One theory is that this happens when meteorites plow into the rings and whip up a cloud of charged plasma（等离子区）, which then charges up the rings' dust particles. But this, says Jones, can't explain why the spokes build up gradually—it's implausible（难信的）that several meteorites would strike the rings in the same place in close succession
 .

An alternative explanation is based on the way that thunderstorms on Earth can generate electron beams in the upper atmosphere. While regular lightning bolts travel between clouds and the ground below, high-energy particles streaming from space called cosmic rays can trigger electron discharges above the clouds. These electrons stream outwards into space along the field lines of the Earth' magnetic field. This can produce flashes of gamma rays as well as glowing atmospheric features called sprites.

Thunderstorms are also known to happen within the thick atmosphere of Saturn, and Jones and colleagues say that these are likely to have the same effect—cosmic rays coming in towards Saturn should likewise form outgoing electron beams that could hit the rings, charging up dust grains.

16. Which of the following statements may be the author's view?

A. Thunderstorms have great destructive force.

B. Saturn's spokes may be made by lightning.

C. Saturn exploration will be continued.

D. Spokes are a common phenomenon in galaxy.

17. It was Carolyn Porco who first worked on_____.

A. the mysterious phenomena in the universe

B. the features of space science

C. voyager spacecraft

D. the spokes of Saturn's rings

18. Why didn't Cassini get the sign of spokes when it reached Saturn between 1998 and 2004?

A. Because the spokes are transient.

B. Because the spokes can hardly be seen.

C. Because Cassini was not close enough to Saturn.

D. Because the spokes were too dark to be seen at that time.

19. If the first theory about charging is true, _____.

A. there must be charged dust particles around the rings of Saturn

B. there must be a cloud of charged plasma created by several meteorites

C. there must be meteorites plowing into the rings of Saturn

D. there must be several meteorites striking the rings in the same place in close succession

20. It is believed that thunderstorms _____.

A. can create flashes of gamma rays

B. may happen within the thick atmosphere of Saturn

C. may interfere with the magnetic field of Saturn

D. can blast out jets of electrically charged dust



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


awesome adj.
 可怕的

speculative adj.
 臆测的

untangle vt.
 解决

transient adj.
 瞬间的

succession n.
 连续


难句译文


如果理论正确，这些微弱的特征就能揭示出可怕的事情：土星上雷击的强度要比地球上的强一万倍，雷击释放出的电子束从土星表面涌出，冲进土星的光环，释放出喷射状的带电尘埃。





答案速查：



[image: 245]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章指出，俄罗斯和挪威的考古学家在俄罗斯北部发现了石器及动物骨骼等化石，这或许能证明穴居人或现代人在三万年前就已经生活在这一地区了。文章论述了这项意义重大的发现，并分析了有关该发现的疑问。


答案解析：


1. C　推断题。文章第二段第一句指出，考古学家们说，此次考古发掘地是人类出现在如此高纬度地区最古老的证据，推断可知，这才是发现的重大意义所在，所以C正确。该发现并未表明三千年前是否有现代人类或穴居人生活在北极，也未表明人类在三万年前就会使用工具，故排除A、B、D三项。

2. B　推断题。文章第二段倒数第二句指出，最重要的发现是一根四足猛犸象的象牙，象牙上有锋利的石器砍削出的沟槽，那显然是人类留下的痕迹，由此推断，认为四足猛犸象的象牙是最重要的发现是因为上面有人类工具留下的痕迹，所以选B。

3. B　细节题。由文章倒数第二段首句可知，穴居人是在距今三万年前以后灭绝的，所以B正确。

4. D　推断题。文章第四段提到，发现者说他们无法根据发现的少量石器确定究竟是穴居人、原始人类还是现代人类在那里居住过，由此推断，还无法确定是谁制造了那些工具，所以D正确。

5. B　细节题。文中最后一句指出，新发现表明，三万多年前俄罗斯欧洲部分的北极地区奇冷无比，相对干旱，没有冰，所以B正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，随着上网购物人数的增多，网络隐私问题引起了广泛关注。调查显示，很多在线购物网站都没能很好地保护用户的个人隐私，文章对此进行了论述并提出了有关保护上网用户隐私的建议。


背景知识：


网络隐私可分为个人资料和在线隐私。为了申请邮箱、注册抽奖或是网上购物，我们必须提供姓名、联系地址等个人资料，有时甚至涉及到出生年月、月收入等进一步资料。你在网上的一举一动也都会受到监视，并且会被“记录在案”。当所有的个人资料和在线隐私被汇集，个人对于网络就没有隐私可言，而整个网络世界也就成了一个完全没有秘密的虚拟社会。


答案解析：


6. C　细节题。本题可采用排除法。文章第三段提到，保护个人隐私的基本标准包括：通告用户有哪些信息被收集以及将如何运用被收集的信息，向用户提供一个关于被收集的信息将以某种方式被使用的选项，允许用户获取数据资料以便他们有机会浏览并更正被收集的信息，制定安全措施以确保信息不会落入坏人之手，由此可排除A、B、D三项，只有C（让用户相信网站提供的信息绝对正确）在文中没有被提及，故选C。

7. B　推断题。文章第四段指出，杰夫·切斯特说，研究显示，除了圣诞老人以外还有人在读你的圣诞节清单，再结合上下文提到的网络个人隐私问题可知，此处所指的就是在线消费者的隐私正在遭到侵犯，所以B正确。

8. A　推断题。文章倒数第二句指出，名为Surfer Beware III: Privacy Policies without Privacy Protection的报告是该团体所做的第三份此类调查，结合上文可知，Surfer Beware III应该是电子隐私信息中心所做的有关网络个人隐私的报告，由此推断，电子隐私信息中心至少做了三份有关网络个人隐私的报告，因此A正确。

9. C　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“‘_____'技术提供给网站的有关访问者的基本信息”，由此推断，cookies指的应该是可以获取访问者信息的一种技术，所以C正确。

10. B　主旨题。文章首段提到网上购物者丢失个人隐私的问题；文章接下来具体论述了电子隐私信息中心所做的有关网络个人隐私的报告，综合可知，本文主要论述了一个隐私研究机构发现的网络问题，所以B正确。原文虽然提到了在线安全措施，但那并非文章中心所在，故排除干扰项D。

Passage Three


文章精要：


文章论述了癌症研究者在治疗癌症方面取得的进展。癌症研究者通过研究患者的遗传基因，可以预知哪种癌症治疗方法对患者最为有效，而预知疗效并正确用药是治疗癌症最好的方法，也是癌症研究者长期以来的奋斗目标。


背景知识：


现在，基因研究人员推出的基因测试方法和技术，可以最为精确地预测癌细胞扩散的可能性。因为人类所有的细胞，不管是健康的还是患癌的，事实上都携带着同样的基因。很多癌症研究专家都认为，基因测试方法在预测一名患者生存的可能性方面，确实能够提供最为可靠的预测依据。


答案解析：


11. D　主旨题。文章第一段指出，癌症研究者正在学习通过识别基因来预测病人对癌症治疗的反应，从而选择适合病人的治疗方法；第二段与过去的情况做了对比，指出基因研究推动了癌症治疗的进步；接下来的几段举例说明了由基因研究所带动的癌症治疗的进步。综合可知，文章主要介绍了癌症治疗上取得的进步，所以D正确。

12. C　推断题。文章第二段最后两句指出，借助人类基因组项目的知识财富，研究人员得以开发更为精确的工具来绘制肿瘤基因图谱，并将那些图谱与合适的药物相匹配，这些工具还有助于确定哪些病人在接受特定种类的化疗时可能产生最大的副作用，从而指导病人采用其他治疗方法，由此推断，人类基因组项目所取得的成就可以让研究人员用副作用较小的癌症治疗方法治疗病人，所以C正确。

13. B　推断题。文章在最后三段列举了三项有关癌症治疗的研究，其中第一项研究了特定基因与化疗副作用的关联，第二项研究了特定基因与病人存活期的关联，第三项则研究了肺部肿瘤对肺癌新药物的反应，而全文旨在论述癌症治疗所取得的进步，由此推断，作者提及三项研究是为了举例说明在治疗癌症方面所取得的进步，所以B正确。

14. A　推断题。文章倒数第二段第三句提到，Sarada及其团队研究了103位被确诊为晚期肺癌的病人的基因变异情况；最后一句指出，Sarada说变异情况可以被确认出来，那些预计结果最糟糕的变异可以借助化疗来提高患者的存活几率，由此推断，Sarada及其团队相信对基因的研究可以提高他们预测病人存活几率的能力，所以A正确。

15. A　语义题。被考查词在原文中反复出现，第二段倒数第二句中就出现了该词。该句提到，借助人类基因组项目的知识财富，研究人员得以开发更为精确的工具来绘制肿瘤基因profiles，并将那些profiles与合适的药物相匹配，结合选项推断可知，profile应意为“图解，图谱”，所以A正确。B（科学发现）、C（遗传的原因）和D（具体的治疗计划）均与原文不符，故排除。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章指出，土星光环上的辐射条纹可能是由雷暴造成的。文章具体分析了神秘的土星辐射条纹可能的成因，并借助太空飞船的观察结果和拍摄的照片说明这些辐射条纹并非一直存在。


答案解析：


16. C　推断题。本题可采用排除法。文章首句指出，土星光环上神秘的辐射条纹可能是由雷暴造成的，但并未表明雷暴有很强的破坏性，也未表明辐射条纹是由闪电造成的，故排除A、B两项；原文提到了人类对土星所做的几次探测，推断可知，人类对土星的探测还将继续，故选C；原文只提到辐射条纹是神秘的现象，但并未提到那是银河系中的普遍现象，故排除D。

17. D　推断题。文章第三段最后指出，卡罗林·帕科是第一个在航行者时期研究这些神秘特征的人，结合上下文可知，此处所说的“神秘特征”（mysterious features）就是土星光环上的辐射条纹，所以D正确。

18. A　推断题。文章第四段指出，辐射条纹是转瞬即逝的，要经过几个小时的时间才能形成，而几个小时后就又消失了，它们并非总是在那儿，当美国国家航空和宇宙航行局的卡西尼号太空船在1998年到2004年间接近土星时，就没有任何辐射条纹的迹象，由此推断，卡西尼号当时没有看到辐射条纹的迹象是因为它们转瞬即逝，所以A正确。

19. D　推断题。文章倒数第三段提到了有关充电的第一个理论，但是琼斯认为该理论无法解释为什么辐射条纹是逐渐形成的，因为几个陨星连续撞击土星光环的同一个地方是不可信的，由此推断，如果第一个理论成立，那么就必然会有几个陨星连续撞击光环的同一个地方，所以D正确。

20. B　细节题。文章最后一段第一句指出，人们都知道雷暴发生在土星厚厚的大气层里，所以B正确。由倒数第二段最后可知，产生伽马射线的是电子，故排除A；原文并未提到雷暴会影响土星的磁场，故排除C；由第一段最后可知，释放出喷射状带电尘埃的是电子束，故排除D。

科技类词汇大本营

abnormal adj.
 反常的，变态的

asthma n.
 哮喘

automatic adj.
 自动的

awesome adj.
 可怕的

cane n.
 拐杖

caution vt.
 警告

chromosome n.
 染色体

cluster n.
 串，丛

commentary n.
 注释；评论

compatible adj.
 协调一致的；兼容的

controversial adj.
 有争议的

corporate adj.
 社团的

correlate vi.
 相关

couch v.
 （用语言）表达

cripple v.
 削弱

criteria n.
 标准

cultivate vt.
 培养，耕作

deficiency n.
 缺乏

deploy v.
 施展；使用

diagnose v.
 诊断

disperse v.
 （使）分散

disrupt v.
 使中断，破坏

distracted adj.
 心烦意乱的

eventual adj.
 最后的

exhausted adj.
 疲惫的

exterminate v.
 消除

fertilize vt.
 使……受精

foodstuff n.
 粮食

grope v.
 摸索

habitat n.
 栖息地

heir n.
 继承者

hominid n.
 原始人类

incorporate vt.
 合并；收编

interface n.
 界面

leach vi.
 溶解

leap v.
 跳跃

leukemia n.
 白血病

magnitude n.
 大小，量级

malady n.
 疾病

mammoth n.
 猛犸象，毛象

mercury n.
 水银

moan n.
 呻吟声

moderate v.
 缓和

mount vt.
 装上

murmur v.
 发低沉连续的声音

narrowband n.
 窄带

noteworthy adj.
 显著的

nutritional adj.
 营养的

overarching adj.
 包罗万象的

participate vi.
 参与

pave v.
 铺

penetrate vt.
 穿透；进入

photosynthesis n.
 光合作用

preference n.
 偏爱

preview vt.
 事先查看，预览

privacy n.
 隐私

probability n.
 可能性

propose vt.
 提议

prototype n.
 原型

psychiatrist n.
 精神病医师

radiation n.
 辐射

reassuring adj.
 可靠的

regiment v.
 把……编组

reluctant adj.
 勉强的

repetitive adj.
 重复的

retrospect n.
 回顾

revelation n.
 显示

scrutinize v.
 细察

seemingly adv.
 表面上地

shrink v.
 收缩

shuffle vt.
 混在一起

simultaneously adv.
 同时地

sparingly adv.
 少地，节约地

speculative adj.
 臆测的

subscribe v.
 预订

succession n.
 连续

superiority n.
 优越

surge n.
 激增

susceptibility n.
 易感性

susceptible adj.
 易受影响的，易受感染的

temporarily adv.
 临时

terrific adj.
 了不起的

toolmaker n.
 工具制造者

toxic adj.
 有毒的

transgenic adj.
 基因改造的

transient adj.
 瞬间的

tumor n.
 瘤

underscore n.
 底线，下划线

untangle vt.
 解决

variation n.
 变异

vibration n.
 震动

vulnerable adj.
 易受攻击的

warehouse n.
 仓库


第四章　经济篇


本章导读：


经济类题材的文章在六级考试中出现的比例不是很高，但随着全球经济一体化进程、中国加入世贸组织和网络经济兴起等现象，相信这类题目会有增多的趋势。这部分主要涉及：市场经济、市场竞争、营销策略、公司管理、广告及其他宣传、经济体制、价格体制等。

在出题方面，细节题占到80%以上，而且大多数是细节推断题，由此可见，经济类文章主要考查的是比较零散的文章细节，要求考生根据文中一个或多个细节进行推断。考生应注意在平时学习时多阅读经济方面的文章，在生活中积累某些经济方面的知识，提高逻辑推理能力。

预备篇

Unit 1


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 375, Time: 8.5 mins

Nearly two thousand years have passed since a census decreed
 by Caesar Augustus became part of the greatest story ever told. Many things have changed in the intervening years. The hotel industry worries more about overbuilding than overcrowding, and if they had to meet an unexpected influx, few inns would have a manager to accommodate
 the weary
 guests. Now it is the census taker that does the traveling in the fond hope that a highly mobile population will stay put long enough to get a good sampling.

Methods of gathering, recording, and evaluating information have probably been improved a great deal. ①And where then it was the modest purpose of Rome to obtain a simple head count as an adequate basis for levying
 taxes, now batteries of complicated statistical series furnished by governmental agencies and private organizations are eagerly scanned
 and interpreted by sages
 and prophets
 to get a clue to future events.


The Bible does not tell us how the Roman census takers made out, and as regards our more immediate concern, the reliability of present economic forecasting, there are considerable differences of opinion. They were aired at the celebration of the 125th anniversary of the American Statistical Association. ②There was the thought that business forecasting might well be on its way from an art to a science, and some speakers talked about newfangled（新花样的）computers and complicated mathematical systems in terms of excitement and endearment which we, at least in our younger years when these things mattered, would have associated more readily with the description of a fair maiden.
 ③But others pointed to the deplorable（可叹的）very bad record of highly esteemed
 forecasts and forecaster with a batting average below that of the Mets, and the President elect of the Association cautioned that “high powered statistical methods are usually in order where the facts are crude and inadequate, the exact contrary of that crude and inadequate statisticians assume.”


④We left somewhere between hope and despair and with the conviction, not really newly acquired, that proper statistical methods applied to ascertainable facts have their merits in economic forecasting as long as neither forecaster nor public is induced into mistaking the description of probabilities and trends for a prediction of certainties of mathematical attitude.


1. The passage is most likely from_____.

A. a journal of biblical studies

B. an introductory college textbook on statistics

C. the annual report of the American Statistical Association

D. a newspaper review of a recent professional festivity

2. According to the passage, taxation in Roman times was based on_____.

A. mobility

B. wealth

C. population

D. census takers

3. The author refers to the Romans primarily in order to_____.

A. prove the superiority of modern sampling methods to ancient ones

B. provide a historical framework for the passage

C. relate an unfamiliar concept to a familiar one

D. show that statistical forecasts have not significantly improved

4. On the basis of the passage, which of the following statements would the author agree with?

A. Computers have significantly improved the application of statistics in business.

B. Statistics is not, at the present time, a science.

C. It is useless to try to predict the economy.

D. Most mathematical systems are inexact.

5. The author's tone can best be described as_____.

A. jocular

B. scornful

C. pessimistic

D. objective



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


decree v.
 颁布

accommodate v.
 留宿，安置

weary adj.
 疲倦的

levy v.
 征收

scan v.
 细看，审视

sage n.
 贤人，德高望重的人

prophet n.
 先知

esteem vt.
 尊敬


难句译文


①那时，罗马获取人口数量最基本的目的就是作为征税的合理基础，现在政府部门和私营机构提供一系列复杂的统计数据，德高望重的人和预言家急切地审视和解释这些数据，以期得到一些未来可能发生的事情的线索。

②人们曾经认为商情预测正在从一种艺术变为科学，就像在我们还比较年轻的时候所感兴趣和兴奋的事情一样，有些人谈起新花样的计算机和复杂的数学体系就像在描述一个美丽的少女。

③但是另一些人指出，极力吹嘘的预测记录很糟糕，预报员的平均击中率低于国家气象局，这是很可悲的。美国统计协会当选会长警告说“成功率高的统计方法一般都是建立在未经整理分类且不充分的事实之上，这与统计家们对未经整理且不充分的事实的假定相反。

④在希望与绝望之间我们早已深信，只要预报员和公众都不将可能性和趋势的描述误解为用数学观点对于确定的事的预测，运用于可探知事实的适当的统计方法在经济预测中也有其价值。



Passage Two

Words: 370, Time: 8.5 mins

Microsoft is no longer the world's biggest company by market capitalization. Three other U.S. companies have overtaken the software giant in terms of stock market value. The firm's value has gone down sharply by 41% so far this year, from nearly $600 billion to $358 billion.

Much of the reason for the fall has been the uncertainty prompted
 by the on-going anti-trust case. It has been overtaken by General Electric, now worth $506 billion, Intel, worth $441 billion and Cisco Systems, $436 billion. Over the past year Microsoft shares have moved downwards from a high of $120 to $68 in early trading on 7 June. Meanwhile rival Cisco has seen its share price rise by $25 to more than $60 as the company has gained its role in providing the hardware for the Internet. And for most of the year it has been competing with computer chip maker Intel for the second place. Intel's Pentium chips are widely used in personal computers worldwide.

The company that now holds the title of the world's biggest company is an industrial giant which makes everything from toasters to jet engines. GE has sales of $110 billion—nearly ten times that of Microsoft and 340,000 employees worldwide. It has seen its profits grow by 15% a year to $11 billion.

GE Capital Services, its financial subsidiary
 , make up nearly half its sales. GE produces power generation systems, locomotive
 , medical imaging equipment and electrical appliances
 . It also owns the U.S. television network NBC and its financial news subsidiary, CNBC, and ironically, a joint venture with Microsoft to provide news on the Internet.

Microsoft's shares now face a further period of uncertainty as the company's legal battle continues. It could also face difficulty in recruiting and retaining employees whose pay has been boosted by their share options. The Seattle based firm is likely to go to an appeals court on any rulings. It could suffer further losses from lawsuits brought by competitors, who would be able to claim triple damages for any losses suffered. And with its energy and resources tied up in the lawsuits, the company may find it difficult to continue to innovate in the future, or move so aggressively to buy up competitors.

6. Microsoft's shares are devalued drastically owing to_____.

A. fierce competition from rivals

B. its involvement in a lawsuit

C. the court rulings

D. the decrease in sales volume

7. Which is now the second biggest company in the United States?

A. General Electric

B. Intel.

C. Cisco Systems

D. GE Capital Services.

8. Cisco Systems' share price has risen considerably_____.

A. after it has overtaken part of Microsoft's shares

B. after it has beaten Intel and risen to the second place

C. since it has gained a firm footing in the market

D. because it is developing jointly with Microsoft

9. Which of the following companies is owned by General Electric and Microsoft together?

A. GE Capital Services

B. NBC.

C. CNBC

D. MSNBC.

10. Why is it difficult for Microsoft to retain employees?

A. Because it faces an uncertain future.

B. Because it will have difficulty in innovating itself.

C. Because it will have difficulty in paying them.

D. Because it may be bought up by its competitors one day.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


prompt vt.
 促使

subsidiary n.
 附属公司

locomotive n.
 机车

appliance n.
 用具，器具



Passage Three

Words: 386, Time: 8.5 mins

In a sense, the new protectionism is not protectionism at all, at least not in the traditional sense of the term. The old protectionism referred only to trade restricting and trade expanding devices, such as the tariff or export subsidy
 . The new protectionism is much broader than this: it includes interventions into foreign trade but is not limited to them. The new protectionism, in fact, refers to how the whole of government intervention into the private economy affects international trade. The emphasis on trade is still there, thus came the term “protection”. But what is new is the realization that virtually all government activities can affect international economic relations.

The emergence of the new protectionism in the Western World reflects the victory of the interventionist, or welfare economy over the market economy. Jab Tumiler writes, “The old protectionism...coexisted, without any apparent intellectual difficulty with the acceptance of the market as a national as well as an international economic distribution mechanism—indeed, protectionists as well as (if not more than) free traders stood for
 laissez faire（放任政策）.
 Now, as in the 1930s, protectionism is an expression of a profound skepticism as to the ability of the market to distribute
 resources and incomes to society's satisfaction.”

It is precisely this profound skepticism of the market economy that is responsible for the protectionism. In a market economy, economic change of various colors implies redistribution of resources and incomes. The same opinion in many communities apparently is that such redistributions often are not proper. Therefore, the government intervenes to bring about a more desired result.

The victory of the welfare state is almost complete in northern Europe. In Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark, and the Netherlands, government intervention in almost all aspects of economic and social life is considered normal. In Great Britain this is only somewhat less true. Government traditionally has played a very active role in economic life in France and continued to do so. Only West Germany dares to go against the tide towards excessive interventionism
 in Western Europe. It also happens to be the most successful Western European economy.

The welfare state has made significant progress in the United States as well as in Western Europe. Social security, unemployment insurance, minimum wage laws, and rent control are by now traditional welfare state elements on the American scene.

11. This passage is primarily concerned with discussing_____.

A. the definition of the new protectionism

B. the difference between new and old protectionism

C. the emergence of the new protectionism in the Western World

D. the significance of the welfare state

12. What does the phrase “stood for” (Line 6, Para. 2) mean?

A. Represented

B. Held out

C. Tolerated

D. Disapproved.

13. The passage supplies information for answering which of the following questions?

A. When did the new protectionism arise?

B. Why is the new protectionism so popular in northern European countries?

C. Does the American government play a more active role in economic life than the British government?

D. Why does the government intervene in economic life?

14. Which of the following inferences is TRUE, according to this passage?

A. The economy developed faster in welfare states than in non-welfare states.

B. In the 1930s, protectionism began to rise.

C. The new protectionism is so called mainly because it is the latest.

D. Government plays a more active role in economic life in Northern Europe than in Great Britain.

15. Which of the following statements is a characteristic of a welfare state mentioned in this passage?

A. A jobless person can be insured.

B. Laws are made to fix the maximum wage.

C. Free education is available to any child.

D. There are regulations against renting.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


subsidy n.
 补助金

distribute vt.
 分发

interventionism n.
 （尤指主张干涉国际事务的）干涉主义


难句译文


旧的保护主义……同时存在，在接受市场作为一个国家经济和国际经济销售机制方面，表面上并不存在理性困难——事实上，保护贸易论者和自由贸易论者都支持放任政策。



Passage Four

Words: 386, Time: 8.5 mins


Last year's economy should have won the Oscar for best picture.
 Growth in gross domestic product was 4.1 percent; profits soared
 ; exports flourished; and inflation stayed around 3 percent for the third year. So why did so many Americans give the picture a lousy B rating? The answer is jobs. The macroeconomic situation was good, but the microeconomic numbers were not. Yes, 3 million new jobs were there, but not enough of them were permanent, good jobs paying enough to support a family. Job insecurity was wide-spread.

Yes, unemployment went down. But over 1 million workers were so discouraged they left the labor force. More than 6 million who wanted full-time work were only partially employed, and another large group was either overqualified or sheltered
 behind the euphemism of self-employment. We lost a million good manufacturing jobs between 1990 and 1995, continuing the trend that has reduced the blue-collar work force from about 30 percent in the 1950s to about half of that today. White-collar workers found out they were no longer immune
 . For the first time, they were let go in numbers virtually equal to those for blue-collar workers. Many resorted
 to temporary work—with lower pay, fewer benefits and less status.

The Labor Department recently reported that real wages fell 2.3 percent in the 12-month period ending this March. Since 1973, wages adjusted for inflation have declined by about a quarter for high school dropouts, by a sixth for high school graduates and by about 7 percent for those with some college education. Only the wages of college graduates are up, by 5 percent, and recently starting salaries, even for this group, have not kept up with inflation. While the top 5 percent of the population was setting new income records almost every year, poverty rates rose from 11 percent to 15 percent. No wonder this is beginning to be called the Silent Depression.

Of all the reasons given for the wage squeeze international competition, technology, deregulation, the decline of unions and defense cuts technology is probably the most critical. It has favored the educated and skilled. America is simply not growing fast enough to tighten the labor market and push up real wages. In the long run it is potentially self-destructive because there will not be enough purchasing power to grow the economy.

16. What does the sentence “Last year's economy should have won the Oscar for best picture” (Line 1, Para. 1) mean?

A. Last year's economy is regarded as an excellent film by the public.

B. Last year's economy is good enough to win a prize for best picture.

C. Last year's economy looks wonderful and is in favor of the public.

D. Last year's economy can be made into a good film.

17. According to the passage, which statement is TRUE?

A. Last year, the rate of unemployment in the U.S.A. kept rising.

B. White-collar workers used to keep good and high-paying jobs much easier.

C. The development of technology is the only cause of the wage-cutting for all Americans.

D. Most Americans are completely satisfied with the economic development of last year.

18. How many blue-collar workers are there among the whole work force in U.S.A.?

A. 30%

B. 15%

C. 60%

D. 5%.

19. Who suffer the biggest wage losses among American workers today?

A. High school dropouts

B. High school graduates.

C. College graduates

D. White-collar workers.

20. What does the author imply is the possible solution to the earning squeeze and the scarcity of good and high-paying jobs?

A. To slow down the development of technology.

B. To create manufacturing jobs if possible.

C. To curb the inflation.

D. To develop economy fast enough.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


soar v.
 剧增

shelter v.
 掩蔽

immune adj.
 免疫的；不受影响的

resort vi.
 常去；依靠





答案速查：



[image: 258]


Passage One


文章精要：


统计学历史悠久，从古罗马时代起，人们就通过人口普查的统计手段进行征税。文章主要谈论了统计学方面的知识，介绍了统计学科的现状、发展以及人们对它的各种见解等。


答案解析：


1. C　推断题。文章是围绕统计学展开的，其中第三段开头提到，对于我们更为关心的当前经济预测的可靠性，意见分歧很大，这些分歧在庆祝美国统计学会125周年纪念日时显现出来了，由此推断，本文作者很可能和美国统计学会关系密切，结合选项可以确定，本文很可能选自美国统计学会的年度报告，所以C正确。

2. D　推断题。文章第二段第二句提到，那时罗马获取人口数量最基本的目的就是作为征税的合理基础，再结合下文可知，人口数量是人口普查员统计出来的，因此罗马时期税收的多少应该取决于人口普查员所采集的数据，故选D。

3. D　推断题。文章第三段第一句提到，《圣经》上没有告诉我们罗马人口普查员的统计方法，而关于我们更为关心的当前经济预测的可靠性，意见分歧很大，由此推断，作者提到罗马人的主要目的是说明统计预测还是不够准确，也就是说统计预测并没有多大改善，因此选D。

4. B　推断题。文章第三段第三句提到，有人认为商业预测也许正在从艺术发展为科学，由此推断，作者认为包括商业预测在内的统计学目前并非是一门科学，所以B正确。该句还提到，有些人谈起新花样的计算机和复杂的数学体系就像在描述一个美丽的少女，但并未提到计算机极大地改进了统计学在商业上的应用，也并未提到大多数数学体系都是不准确的，故排除A、D；原文花大篇幅论述统计和经济预测，显然经济预测是有用的，故排除C。

5. A　观点态度题。文章第三段第三句提到，有些人谈起新花样的计算机和复杂的数学体系就像在描述一位美女，而结合第一题的解析可知，本文选自美国统计学会的年度报告，作者在这种正式的报告中采用此类幽默的比喻，可见其语气是诙谐的，所以选A。B（轻蔑的）、C（悲观的）、D（客观的）均应排除。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，微软已不再是股票市场的首席公司。微软股票贬值的原因是公司面临无止境的法律纠纷，另外文章还分析了微软面临的具体危机，即法律纠纷的持续不断、股票价值面临更大的不确定性等。


答案解析：


6. B　推断题。文章第一段指出微软的股票有所贬值，第二段开头提到，贬值的大部分原因是由正在进行的反托拉斯案件所引起的不确定性，由此推断，微软股票贬值的原因是它卷入了一场官司之中，所以选B。

7. B　细节题。文章第二段第二句提到，微软商业巨头的地位已经被市值5060亿的通用电气公司、市值4410亿的英特尔和市值4360亿的思科三家公司所取代，由此可知，现在排在第二位的是英特尔，所以B正确。

8. C　推断题。文章第二段第四句提到，思科的股价上升是由于它赢得了为互联网提供硬件设备的市场地位，由此推断，思科股价大幅上涨的原因是它在市场上建立了坚实的基础，所以选C。

9. C　细节题。文章第四段指出，通用电气公司拥有财经新闻电视广播公司CNBC，讽刺的是，这是通用电气和微软在网络上提供新闻的合资公司，所以C正确。

10. A　推断题。文章最后一段前两句提到，随着公司官司的继续，微软的股价在接下来的一段时间内还会面临不确定性，公司很难招到新员工或留住现有员工，由此推断，微软难以留住员工是因为公司的未来还有着种种不确定性，所以选A。

Passage Three


文章精要：


从某种意义上讲，新贸易保护主义已不再是传统意义上的贸易保护主义了，它的出现既是干涉主义者的胜利，也可以看成是福利经济战胜了市场经济。市场经济在分配社会资源和收入上的做法时常不太恰当，而政府干预经济生活则能带来更好的结果。


答案解析：


11. A　主旨题。文章第一段给出了新贸易保护主义的定义；第二段开头指出，新保护主义在西方世界的出现反映出福利经济战胜了市场经济；接下来的几段也都是围绕新保护主义展开的。综合可知，文章主要是就新保护主义的定义展开论述的，所以选A。

12. B　语义题。被考查短语所在句意为“保护主义者和自由贸易主义者都_____放任政策”，再结合下文提到的保护主义对市场分配资源的能力表示怀疑推断可知，保护主义者对放任政策应该是支持的，所以选B。

13. D　推断题。本题可采用排除法。原文并未提到新保护主义是什么时间出现的，故排除A；原文提到新保护主义在北欧国家很盛行，但并未分析其原因，故排除B；原文并未比较美国政府和英国政府在经济生活中所起的作用，故排除C；文章系统论述了政府干预经济、实施新保护主义的原因，所以D正确。

14. D　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，北欧几乎全是福利国家，在瑞典、挪威、芬兰、丹麦和荷兰，政府对经济和社会生活几乎所有方面的干预被看成是正常的，在英国则并非如此，由此推断，北欧政府对经济的干预要多于英国政府，即政府在北欧国家的经济生活中所起到的作用要比在英国起到的作用更为积极，所以D正确。

15. A　细节题。文章最后一句指出，在美国福利因素包含社会保障、失业保险、最低工资法和租金控制，故选A。

Passage Four


文章精要：


上一年度美国的宏观经济状况非常好，国内生产总值等方面均有骄人成绩，但许多美国人却对经济发展表示不满。文章认为，造成这种情形的原因是微观经济状况不佳，即虽然失业率降低，但是实际工作状况以及工资待遇并不令人满意。


答案解析：


16. C　语义题。本句采用了比喻的修辞手法，其字面意思是“去年的经济状况本该获得奥斯卡最佳影片奖的”，众所周知能获得奥斯卡奖的影片都是很好的影片，用奥斯卡最佳影片奖比喻去年的经济状况，表明去年经济形势大好，所以选C。此处说明的是经济状况，跟电影实际上没有任何关系，故排除其他三项。

17. B　推断题。文章第二段最后四句提到，蓝领工人的数量持续减少，白领阶层发现他们也不再能避免不受影响，失去工作的白领阶层首次和失去工作的蓝领工人一样多，由此推断，白领阶层过去较为容易保住高收入的好工作，现在则并非如此，所以选B。第二段首句提到，失业率有所下降，故排除A；最后一段开头提到国际竞争、技术、撤销管制等都是工资减少的原因，故排除C；由第一段可知，许多美国人对去年的经济状况不太满意，故排除D。

18. B　推断题。文章第二段第四句提到，蓝领劳动力的数量持续下降，20世纪50年代其所占比例为30%，而现在是当时的一半，由此推断，现在美国劳动力中蓝领工人只占到15%，因此B正确。

19. A　推断题。文章第三段第二句指出，高中辍学者的工资减少了四分之一，高中毕业生的工资减少了六分之一，大学毕业生的工资减少了7%，由此可知，高中辍学者的工资减少得最多，损失最大，所以A正确。

20. D　推断题。文章最后一段倒数第二句指出，美国的发展还不够迅速，无法拉动劳动力市场并提高实际工资水平，由此推断，作者认为快速发展美国经济可能解决工资缩水、高收入的好工作短缺的问题，所以D正确。

标准篇

Unit 2


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 405, Time: 9 mins

Federal Reserve System, central banking system of the United States, popularly called the Fed, is a central bank that serves as the banker to both the banking community and the government; it also issues
 the national currency, conducts monetary policy, and plays a major role in supervision and regulation of banks and bank holding companies. In the U.S. these functions are the responsibilities of key officials of the Federal Reserve System: the Board of Governors located in Washington, D.C., and the top officers of the 12 district Federal Reserve banks, located throughout the nation. The Fed's actions, described below, generally have a significant effect on the U.S. interest rates and, subsequently
 , on stock, bond, and other financial markets.

The Federal Reserve's basic powers are concentrated in the Board of Governors, which is paramount（极为重要的）in all policy issues concerning bank regulation and supervision and in most aspects of monetary control. The board enunciates（阐明）the Fed's policies on both monetary and banking matters. Because the board is not an operating agency, most of the day-to-day implementation of policies decisions is left to the district Federal Reserve banks, stock in which is owned by the commercial banks that are members of the Federal Reserve System.
 Ownership in this instance, however, does not imply control; the Board of Governors and the heads of the Reserve banks orient
 their policies to the public interest rather than to the benefit of the private banking system.

The U.S. banking system's regulatory apparatus
 is complex; the authority of the Federal Reserve is shared in some instances, for example, in mergers or the examination of banks with other federal agencies such as the Comptroller of the Currency and the Federal Deposit Insurance Cooperation (FDIC). In the critical area of regulating the nation's money supply in accordance with national economic goals, however, the Federal Reserve is independent within the government.

Income and expenditures of the Federal Reserve banks and of the Board of Governors are not subject to the congressional appropriation
 process; the Federal Reserve is subject to the congressional appropriation process; the Federal Reserve is self-financing. Its income ($20.2 billion in 1992) comes mainly from Reserve bank holdings of income-earning securities, primarily those of the U.S. government. Outlays ($1.5 billion in 1992) are mostly for operational expenses in providing services to the government and for expenditures connected with regulation and monetary policy. In 1992 the Federal Reserve returned $16.8 billion in earnings to the U.S. Treasury.

1. The Fed of the United States_____.

A. functions as China's Banks

B. is the counterpart of the People's Bank of China

C. is subject to the banking Community and government

D. has 12 top officers who can influence the American financial market

2. The authority of the Federal Reserve_____.

A. has to be shared with other establishments

B. is exclusive sometimes

C. isn't limited by Comptroller of the Currency and FDIC

D. is limited by Board of Governors

3. The fact that stock in the Fed belongs to commercial banks_____.

A. doesn't mean the latter is in control

B. means the latter is in control

C. means the latter is subject to the Reserve banks

D. means the Reserve banks orient the latter's policies

4. According to the passage, which of the following statements is TRUE?

A. The district Reserve banks are the supreme policy-makers of the Fed.

B. The Federal Reserve System is very big, complex and significant.

C. All the commercial banks are under the control of Federal Reserve System.

D. The Board of Governors performs the day-to-day policies of the Fed.

5. Income of the Board of Governors_____.

A. is borrowed from the U.S. Treasury

B. is used by the government to make various policies

C. comes from the U.S. Treasury

D. is not granted by the government



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


issue vt.
 发行（钞票等）

subsequently adv.
 后来，随后

orient vt.
 使适应，确定方向

apparatus n.
 机构

appropriation n.
 拨款


难句译文


由于管理委员会不是一个运作部门，因此大部分政策决定的日常执行都交由地区联邦储备银行负责，其股份由联邦储备系统的成员——商业银行所有。



Passage Two

Words: 404, Time: 9 mins

Until recently, the planet
 was a large world in which human activities and their effects were neatly compartmentalized within nations, within sectors (energy, agriculture, trade), and within broad areas of concern(environmental, economic, social). These compartments have begun to dissolve. This applies in particular to the various “global” rises that have seized
 public concern, particularly over the past decade. These are not separate crises: an environmental crisis, a development crisis, and energy crisis. They are all one. The planet is passing through a period of dramatic growth and fundamental change. Our human world of 5 billion must make room in a finite environment for another human world. The population could stabilize
 at between 8 billion and 14 billion in this century, according to U.N. predictions. More than 90 percent of the increase will occur in the poorest countries, and 90 percent of that growth in already bursting cities.

Economic activity has multiplied to create a 13 trillion world economy, and this could grow five or ten-fold in the coming half-century. Industrial production has grown more than fifty fold over the past century, four-fifths of this growth since 1950. Such figures reflect and presage（预示）profound impacts upon the biosphere, as the world invests in houses, transport, farms and industries.

Much of the economic growth pulls raw material from forests, soils, seas and waterways. A mainspring of economic growth is new technology, and while this technology offers the potential for slowing the dangerously rapid consumption of finite resources, it also entails
 high risks, including new forms of population and the introduction to the planet of new variations of life forms that could change evolutionary pathways.
 Meanwhile, the industries most heavily reliant on environmental resources and most heavily polluting are growing most rapidly in the developing world, where there is both more urgency for growth and less capacity to minimize damaging side effects.

These related changes have locked the global economy and global ecology together in new ways. We have in the past been concerned about the impacts of economic growth upon the environment. We are now forced to concern ourselves with the impacts of ecological stress degradation of soils, water regimes, atmosphere, and forests upon our economic prospects. We have in the more recent past been forced to face up to a sharp increase in economic interdependence
 among nations. We are becoming ever more interwoven
 locally, nationally, and globally into a seamless net of causes and effects.

6. The word “planet” (Line 1, Para. 1) refers to_____.

A. another human world to be created

B. human society and its environment

C. the global economy

D. our physical world

7. According to the author, human activities and their effects cannot be compartmentalized because of_____.

A. the rise in population and economic growth

B. the energy and other different crises

C. the development of modern technology

D. the unification of the world's economy and others

8. According to the United Nations, the world's population in the new century will be_____.

A. developing faster and then slower

B. growing slower and then faster

C. limited within a certain level

D. controlled under well-planned projects

9. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?

A. The development of new technology is the motive force of world economy.

B. The world's economic growth will bring more harmful effects.

C. Damaging side effects will be more obvious with the rapid growth of economy.

D. Developing countries will suffer more from the growth of world economy.

10. In the author's opinion, we must worry about economic growth because_____.

A. its impact has become more and more global

B. it greatly affects our environment

C. it does harm to our lives seriously

D. it is still growing unchecked



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


seize v.
 抓住，夺取

stabilize v.
 稳定

entail vt.
 承担

interdependence n.
 互相依赖

interweave v.
 （使）交织，（使）混杂


难句译文


经济增长的主要原因是新的技术，新技术一方面有可能减缓有限资源迅速消耗的危险情况，但也带来高风险，包括人口的新形式、引入可以改变进化途径的生命形态新变种。



Passage Three

Words: 431, Time: 9.5 mins

As in the U.S., the recession
 in Japan springs
 from the go-go days of the 1980s. From January 1985 to December 1989, the Nikkei stock average shot up from 13,136 to 38,915, fattening Japanese stock collections with tremendous paper profits. At the same time, the real estate market was so hot that corporate land holdings were typically more valuable than the factories built on them. And since 59% of all Japanese own their own homes, the great sharp increases in real estate values made nearly everyone feel wealthier. Many companies and some individuals began to borrow vast sums of capital for expansion, using their stock or real estate investments as collateral（抵押品）.

Cheap cash also allowed Japanese companies to fund costly research into technologies like semi-conductors and liquid crystal displays that weren't likely to bring returns for many years to come. From 1986 to 1991, $3 trillion was spent on new plant and equipment, including robotics
 and other labor saving manufacturing devices; an additional $600 billion went for research and development. And $167 billion more went abroad to build new manufacturing facilities and purchase such assets as Rockefeller center, Columbia Pictures and automobile plants in the U.S. and England. But by 1989, there was concern in Japan that this real estate inflated bubble was in danger of bursting. A consensus emerged that it had to be deflated.
 The Bank of Japan began pushing up interest rates. The Ministry of Finance published regulation to discourage real estate speculation. The bubble began to deflate.

The government is preparing a spending package designed to kick start the economy out of its weariness, though many doubt it will speed up all that easily. Says Kenichi Ohmae, managing director of the Tokyo office of McKinsey & Co. and the author of several best selling business books: “This is the first time we have experienced an asset based recession. Nobody knows how deep it is.”

Ohmae is one of a number of businessmen and economists in Japan calling for significant restructuring of the economy. Another advocate of reform, Akio Morita, chairman of Sony, outlined in January a series of proposals for what he called a “new management philosophy” for Japanese business. In essence
 , he urged that companies be less aggressive in capturing markets, especially abroad. At home, he wrote, they should build a more humane and fair society by among other things, lowering working hours, paying higher salaries to workers and increasing dividend
 payments to shareholders. In order to pay for all this, Morita concluded, companies may have to raise prices and abandon the market share strategy.

11. The direct reason for the decline of Japanese economy is_____.

A. the increase of dividend payments to shareholders

B. aimless investments into new and high technologies

C. large scale restructuring of its managerial organizations

D. the economic expansion in the 1980s

12. The boost of Japanese economy in the late 1980s can be manifested in the fact that in Japan_____.

A. the factories were no less valuable than the real estates on which they were built

B. the price of semiconductors and liquid crystal displays was sky-rocketing

C. shareholders had reaped great rewards from their investments

D. real estate industry had swept into foreign market

13. The sentence “A consensus emerged that it had to be deflated” (Line 9, Para. 2) means that_____.

A. there was an unwilling general agreement that economy began to decline

B. making monetary policies is comparable to bursting a bubble

C. interest rates have an immediate effect on the economy

D. it was unlikely to bring back the benefits from investments in real estate

14. What did the future look like for Japan's economy at the time this article was written?

A. Japanese employees could expect a promising economic prospect.

B. It looked depressing despite government guarantees.

C. Government would exert more constraints on economic development.

D. An expansion of economy was at hand.

15. From the passage, we learn that_____.

A. Japanese companies used to adopt an aggressive strategy in expanding their market

B. economic reforms are of less interest than a new management philosophy

C. Japanese workers are bound to benefit from the current economic trend

D. fair and humane policies are no more than a way to gain long-term profitability



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


recession n.
 不景气

spring v.
 突然发出或出现

robotics n.
 机器人技术

in essence 在本质上

dividend n.
 股息



Passage Four

Words: 438, Time: 10 mins

Next time you're out shopping, the person standing behind you in line might just be getting a better deal than you. And yes, they're speaking with an accent.


Thanks to a massive drop in the dollar's value against the euro and pound sterling（英国货币）many people from across the pond are heading to the United States to snap up holiday bargains that they quite simply can't find in their home countries.
 Even with the expense of flying over and staying in a hotel, they're grabbing gifts at what they consider rock-bottom prices. Right now, every pound gets you two U.S. greenbacks and the euro is near two-year highs against the dollar.

“As the euro gets stronger and the holidays approach, we are seeing an upswing
 in the number of visitors from overseas,” said Dan Jasper, director of public relations for the Mall of America.

And why not, when you consider how good the currency imbalance
 is treating them. For example, an iPod Nano, which costs 169 pounds in London (approximately $330 based on today's exchange rate) rings up for just $249 at the Mall of America's Apple Store. And unlike most European nations, Minnesota has no sales tax.

Just that one purchase would save a savvy
 British shopper more than a hundred dollars. If they do all their holiday seasonal shopping, they could easily save enough cash to pay for a round-trip ticket and weekend hotel stay.

Jasper says that about 6 percent of the super-mall's traffic comes from overseas visitors. They even have a tourist department that works with air carriers and hotels to build cheap shopping tour packages. “I spoke with a woman from Iceland who came over and bought $600 worth of goods and essentially made money on her trip,” said Jasper. “She made enough in savings to pay for the airfare
 and hotel and still got all the goods that she wanted to get. So for her it was an adventure, plus she came out ahead.”

But it's not just American shopping theme parks like Mall of America that are cashing in on the jet-setting deal hounds. Cities that are traditional entry points for foreign travelers—like New York, Chicago and San Francisco—are enjoying the boom as well.

“Anywhere you go in the world, you're going to find a lot of the same kind of retailers,” said Fred Dixon, vice president of tourism development for New York's tourism board, NYC&Co. “So, speaking just to that, New York is a much better value. People know they can come to New York and take advantage of currency exchange and get exactly what they're looking for.”

16. What does the author mean by saying “they're speaking with an accent” in the first paragraph?

A. Those shoppers can't speak English well.

B. There are foreign shoppers shopping in the U.S.

C. Those shoppers speak with an accent because of their European ancestries.

D. There are shoppers from different states of the U.S. shopping in the same store.

17. The author uses the example of iPod Nano to show_____.

A. the price differences of the same product in London and Minnesota

B. how currency imbalance benefits foreign shoppers while they're shopping in the U.S.

C. why people would like to do shopping in Minnesota rather than in other states of the U.S.

D. the exchange rate between the dollar and the pound on the day when the passage was written

18. British shoppers can save enough money to pay for plane tickets and hotel stays if_____.

A. they take part in a shopping tour package organized by local travel agencies

B. they buy a round-trip ticket and stay in the U.S. on the weekend

C. they make advantage of the currency imbalance and do shopping in the U.S.

D. they have special coupons offered by some shopping malls in the U.S.

19. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

A. Some American cities are taking profit from foreign shoppers.

B. All products in the U.S. are cheaper than those in the U.K.

C. Only shopping malls can attract foreign visitors.

D. Airlines can take great profit from foreign shoppers.

20. According to Fred Dixon, some tourists come to New York to_____.

A. exchange their pounds into dollars, taking advantage of currency exchange

B. exchange their pounds into dollars, taking advantage of steep discounts

C. buy items at what they consider rock-bottom prices, taking advantage of steep discounts

D. buy items at what they consider rock-bottom prices, taking advantage of currency exchange



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


upswing n.
 高涨

imbalance n.
 不平衡

savvy adj.
 头脑机智的

airfare n.
 飞机票价


难句译文


由于美元对欧元和英镑的大幅贬值，很多人漂洋过海来到美国抢购假日里的便宜货，而这些便宜货是他们在自己的国家里所找不到的。





答案速查：



[image: 269]


Passage One


文章精要：


美国联邦储备银行是一个庞大、重要的银行系统，其具体运作相当复杂。文章介绍了美联储的有关职能，并指出它的权力有时是管理者独享，有时则是与其他机构共享。


背景知识：


美联储（FRS）全称Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City，是美国《联邦储备法》划定的联邦储备系统12个区域的第10储备银行，总部设在科罗拉多州首府堪萨斯。其职责是制定货币信贷方面的政策；根据总统指示，随时调整联邦储备银行的贴现率；并采取其他措施抑制通货膨胀，控制信贷数量；还有权管理全国私营金融公司的国外贷款等。


答案解析：


1. B　推断题。文章开头指出，美联储是美国的中央银行系统，负责发行货币、执行货币政策、监管银行及其控股公司，结合常识可知，中国人民银行的主要职责与其相似，因此可以说美联储与我国的中国人民银行相对等，所以B正确。

2. B　推断题。文章第二段第一句指出，美联储的基本权力集中于管理委员会，这在所有有关银行监管和大多数货币管理的政策问题上极为重要，由此推断，美联储的权威性在某些方面是不容侵犯的，而第三段首句又提到美联储有时还要与其他联邦机构分享权力，也就是说美联储在有些时候是最权威的，所以选B。

3. A　推断题。文章第二段倒数第二、三句提到，联邦储备银行的股票归商业银行所有，这些商业银行是美联储的成员，然而这种情况下的所有权并不代表着控制权，由此推断，商业银行尽管拥有美联储的股票，但却没有控制权，所以选A。

4. B　推断题。文章第一段介绍了美联储的基本职责，第二段介绍了美联储管理委员会的职责，第三段指出美国银行体系的管理机制很复杂，最后一段进一步介绍了美联储的情况，综合可知，美联储是一个庞大、复杂而又重要的体系，所以选B。原文并未点明美联储的最高政策制定者是谁，故排除A；第二段提到拥有美联储股票的商业银行是美联储的成员，但并未提到所有商业银行都受美联储的控制，故排除C；原文并未提到管理委员会执行美联储的日常政策，故排除D。

5. D　推断题。文章最后一段首句指出，联邦储备银行和管理委员会的收入和支出都不属于国会的拨款之列，由此推断，管理委员会的收入不是由政府划拨的，所以D正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


在全球一体化进程中，全球的经济也在蓬勃发展，其中科技的新发展起到了主要的推动作用。但是经济的增长也存在着潜在的危险和不好的影响，文章就全球经济增长的负面影响进行了阐述。


答案解析：


6. B　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“直到最近，_____一直是一个大的世界，在这个世界里，人类的活动以及产生的影响在国家内部，在部门（能源、农业、贸易）内部，在人们关心的广大领域（环境、经济、社会）内部被严格划分开。”由此可知，planet此处应包括社会和环境两方面的含义，所以选B。

7. D　推断题。文章第一段第二、三句提到，这些划分已经开始消失了，这特别是为了适应各种全球化的出现，由此推断，人类活动和活动产生的影响无法再被划分是因为世界经济等都已经成为一体，所以选D。

8. C　推断题。文章第一段倒数第二句指出，依照联合国的预测，本世纪的世界人口将稳定在80亿到140亿之间，由此推断，世界人口将会限定在一定水平上，所以C正确。

9. B　主旨题。最后一段提到，我们过去一直担心经济增长对环境的影响，我们现在不得不关注环境对经济前景的影响，不久前我们还被迫面对各国经济相互依赖性的增强，现在我们在地方、国家和全球范围内更加紧密地交织在一起，而各国相互依赖性的增强实质上也应该是世界经济发展所带来的负面影响，所以选B。

10. A　推断题。文章最后两句指出，不久前我们还被迫面对国家间经济依赖性的增强，现在我们在地方、国家和全球范围内更加紧密地交织在一起，形成一张天衣无缝的因果关联网，由此推断，作者担心经济增长是因为经济增长的影响越来越全球化了，故选A。

Passage Three


文章精要：


日本经济的衰退始于20世纪80年代，那时房地产的升值使土地比工厂更值钱。虽然房地产推动了日本经济的发展，但它带来的泡沫经济很快就破灭了。如今尽管有政府的担保，但日本经济的前途仍不容乐观。


答案解析：


11. D　推断题。文章第一段提到，日本经济的衰退始于20世纪80年代，那时日经平均指数的升高以及房地产行业的火爆，使得人们纷纷抵押贷款进行扩张投资；第二段提到，人们把钱投到各个领域，而最终的结果是，日本的泡沫经济开始萎缩。综合推断可知，日本经济衰退的直接原因在于20世纪80年代经济的过速膨胀，所以D正确。

12. A　细节题。文章第一段描述了日本经济扩张的种种表现，其中第三句提到，房地产市场非常火爆，这使得公司所持有的土地比建在其上的工厂更值钱，故选A。第二段提到，日本公司把钱投到半导体和液晶显示器的研发上，但并未说这些产品的价格有所提高，故排除B；C、D两项原文并未提及，均可排除。

13. A　语义题。被考查句的前一句指出，到了1989年，人们担心房地产鼓吹的泡沫即将破灭，而被考查句应该就是对这一句的进一步说明，其中it即为房地产鼓吹的泡沫（经济），因此该句应表示大家意识到泡沫经济开始破灭，即日本经济开始衰退，所以A正确。如果清楚consensus意为“一致意见”，相当于A中的general agreement, had to表明unwilling的态度，也可确定答案为A。

14. B　推断题。文章第三段首先提到了日本政府为复苏经济所做的努力，接下来麦肯锡公司的Kenichi Ohmae指出，那是他们头一次经历经济衰退，没人知道其深浅，由此推断，尽管有政府的担保，但日本经济的前途仍不容乐观，所以B正确。

15. A　推断题。文章最后一段第三句指出，索尼公司主席劝说日本公司在争夺市场时不要再那么有侵略性，特别是在海外市场，由此推断，日本公司以前采取的应该是具有侵略性的市场扩张策略，所以A正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


由于美元的贬值和节日的临近，有许多外国游客到美国购买节日礼物，这样省下的钱足够他们支付来回的机票和在美国住酒店的费用。除了美国的大型购物主题乐园以外，纽约、芝加哥等外国游客通常必到的城市也感受到了这次购物狂潮带来的好处。


答案解析：


16. B　语义题。被考查句字面意为“他们说话有口音”，而文章第二段提到，由于美元贬值，有许多人穿越重洋到美国购买便宜的假日商品，由此推断，此处提到的说话有口音的应该是来美国购物的外国人，所以B正确。

17. B　推断题。文章第四段首句指出，当你考虑到货币汇率不均衡给他们（外国购物者）带来的好处时，你也会觉得他们为什么不那样做呢，接着便以iPod Nano为例指出，iPod Nano在伦敦售价约合330美元，而在美国只需249美元，由此推断，此处以iPod Nano为例是为了说明货币汇率不均衡使在美国的外国购物者可以买到很划算的东西，所以B正确。

18. C　推断题。文章第五段第二句指出，如果他们把假日所需的所有东西都买了，他们很容易就能省出足够的钱来支付往返机票和周末住酒店的费用，再结合上文提到的利用汇率的不均衡可以在美国买到合算的商品推断可知，英国购物者如果利用汇率优势在美国购物，就可以省出钱来支付机票和住酒店的费用，所以C正确。

19. A　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，不仅仅是美国购物主题乐园在乘坐飞机来购物的外国购物者身上获利颇丰，纽约、芝加哥和旧金山这类外国人通常光顾的城市也感受到了这次狂潮，由此推断，有些美国城市也从外国购物者身上获得了利润，所以A正确。

20. D　推断题。文章最后提到，弗雷德·狄克逊指出，人们知道他们可以到纽约利用汇率优势来买他们想要的东西，由此推断，弗雷德·狄克逊认为有些游客到纽约是为了利用汇率优势来以他们所认为的最低价格购买自己需要的物品，所以D正确。

Unit 3


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 435, Time: 10 mins

Could the bad old days of economic decline be about to return? Since OPEC agreed to supply cuts in March, the price of crude oil has jumped to almost $26 a barrel, up from less than $10 last December. This near tripling of oil prices calls up scary memories of the 1973 oil shock, when prices quadrupled, and 1979-1980, when they also almost tripled. Both previous shocks resulted in double digit inflation and global economic decline. So where are the headlines warning of gloom
 and doom
 this time?

The oil price was given another push up this week when Iraq suspended oil exports. Strengthening economic growth, at the same time as winter grips
 the northern hemisphere
 , could push the price higher still in the short term.

Yet there are good reasons to expect the economic consequences now to be less severe than in the 1970s. In most countries the cost of crude oil now accounts for a smaller share of the price of petrol than it did in the 1970s. In Europe, taxes account for up to four fifths of the retail price, so even quite big changes in the price of crude have a more muted effect on pump prices than in the past.

Rich economies are also less dependent on oil than they were, and so less sensitive to swings in the oil price. Energy conservation, a shift to other fuels and a decline in the importance of heavy, energy intensive industries have reduced oil consumption. Software, consultancy and mobile telephones use far less oil than steel of car production. For each dollar of GDP (in constant prices) rich economies now use nearly 50% less oil than in 1973. The OECD estimates in its latest Economic Outlook
 that, if oil prices averaged $22 a barrel for a full year, compared with $13 in 1998, this would increase the oil import bill in rich economies by only 0.25-0.5% of GDP. That is less than one quarter of the income loss in 1974 or 1980. On the other hand, oil importing emerging economies—to which heavy industry has shifted—has become more energy intensive, and so could be more seriously squeezed.

One more reason not to lose sleep over the rise in oil prices is that, unlike the rises in the 1970s, it has not occurred against the background of general commodity price inflation and global excess demand. A sizable portion of the world is only just emerging from economic decline. The Economist's commodity price index is broadly unchanging from a year ago. In 1973 commodity prices jumped by 70% and in 1979 by almost 30%.

1. The main reason for the latest rise of oil price is_____.

A. global inflation

B. reduction in supply

C. fast growth in economy

D. Iraq's suspension of exports

2. It can be inferred from the passage that the retail price of petrol will go up dramatically if_____.

A. price of crude oil rises

B. commodity prices rise

C. consumption rises

D. oil taxes rise

3. The estimates in Economic Outlook show that in rich countries_____.

A. heavy industry becomes more energy intensive

B. income loss mainly results from fluctuating crude oil prices

C. manufacturing industry has been seriously squeezed

D. oil price changes have no significant impact on GDP

4. We can draw a conclusion from the passage that_____.

A. oil price shocks are less shocking now

B. inflation seems irrelevant to oil price shocks

C. energy conservation can keep down the oil prices

D. the price rise of crude oil leads to the shrinking of heave industry

5. From the passage we can see that the author seems_____.

A. optimistic

B. sensitive

C. gloomy

D. scared



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


gloom n.
 阴暗

doom n.
 厄运

grip vt.
 紧握

hemisphere n.
 半球



Passage Two

Words: 433, Time: 10 mins

Since the mid-1960s Southeast Asia has faced a potentially wide-ranging security threat. Well before the events of September 11, the region was enduring
 a slump
 in exports and a falloff in foreign investment as Western firms headed to China. Even Singapore's economy, the region's strongest, probably shrank by 2% in 2001, while Indonesia, the weakest player, is struggling to avert a new foreign debt crisis.

Now the region is being seen overseas as a breeding ground for international terrorists. Foreign businesses have stopped sending execs to the region to explore new opportunities, while companies are beefing up security at their offices and homes. Clearly, the region's governments need to show the world they can keep the peace. That requires achieving a tricky balancing act: authorities must provide adequate security to foreign firms without being alarmist and scaring them off completely. Also vexing for Southeast Asian governments is how to deal with U.S. offers of military assistance. Nations with large Muslim populations cannot afford to make open appeals to the U.S. for help.

Nowhere is this truer than in Indonesia, the most likely spot for al Qaeda to operate. Indonesia is resisting pressure from the U.S. because it can ill afford a nationalist revenge
 . Southeast Asia's ailing economies won't easily weather another round of investor disenchantment. As it is, foreign businesspeople are becoming increasingly jittery（紧张不安的）. The perceived growth of radical Islam is clearly having a deleterious
 impact on the Indonesian economy. To be sure, the weak global economy is responsible for some of the drop-off in orders. But the numbers make grim
 reading. Indonesian exports fell from $3.6 billion in October to $3 billion in November, 2001, a drop of 16% in one month, according to the Central Bureau of Statistics. Foreign direct investment plunged from $1.9 billion in November, 2001 to $630 million in December of the same year. Meanwhile, Indonesia's domestic economy is feeling increasingly vulnerable.

Wanandi, the CEO of an auto assembling company, believes the government is not doing enough! Like most Indonesians, Wanandi agrees that inviting in U.S. troops is politically impossible. He is calling instead for the Indonesian military to be given greater powers to crack down on militant
 groups. “There is a lot of competition between the army and the police,” he says. “That's why a lot of bombing is going on. No one is being punished.” The trouble is the foe is maddeningly elusive. But until the threat fades, Southeast Asia will have to deal with declining foreign investment, jittery execs, and, in Indonesia, rising poverty and instability—the very environment in which terror groups thrive.

6. The best title for this brief passage should be_____.

A. Indonesia: Grim Economic Prospects in 2002

B. Why is Jakarta resisting U.S. Military Aid?

C. The Link of Indonesia Terror Groups to al Qaeda

D. Southeast Asia: Terror's New Front

7. According to the passage, Indonesian government is resisting pressure from the U.S._____.

A. because of the economic slowdown

B. because of its fear of the nationalists' revenge

C. because of the dropdown in foreign investments

D. because the government is at war with the U.S.

8. The word “deleterious” (Line 6, Para. 3) most probably means_____.

A. harmful

B. noticeable

C. decreasing

D. benign

9. Which of the following statements is TRUE about Wanandi?

A. He is a government official.

B. He is an Islamic radical.

C. He believes the Indonesian government should call in U.S. troops for help.

D. He believes the Indonesian government should keep a tight hand on the domestic trouble-making military groups.

10. With which of the following statements would the author most probably agree?

A. Terror groups are only likely to grow in countries with a weak domestic economy.

B. The terror groups can be very easily identified.

C. Government intervention is not very likely to result in the crackdown of the terror groups.

D. The presence of terror groups will largely hinder the economic growth of the Southeast Asia region.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


endure v.
 度过；忍受

slump n.
 衰退

revenge n.
 复仇

grim adj.
 严酷的

militant adj.
 好战的



Passage Three

Words: 448, Time: 10.5 mins

A Porsche（保时捷汽车）Cayman Coupe normally sells for $49,400. But if you're lucky, you can buy this opulent（阔气的）sports car from American Express for a mere $5,000. How? For two weeks after Nov. 28, the credit card company will sell similar hot items to its 76.5 million U.S. cardholders, at unheard-of prices, through a Web site.

“It's like Black Friday—we're creating the frenzy and excitement of the holidays and giving our card members the opportunity to buy highly sought after items,” says Elizabeth Rutledge, senior vice-president for merchant marketing at American Express. The company is also clearly hoping to bolster
 the ranks of its affluent
 membership, which has an average annual household income of nearly $100,000, according to American Express.

Consider it a byproduct
 of the shopping fever that grips many people during this time of year. With long gift lists for friends and family members, shoppers jam-pack malls and shops. Clearly, retailers want to capitalize on this consumerist
 fervor. Toy manufacturers showcase their latest hot products and stores trot out their best discounts.

Part of the fever, of course, is induced by retailers—many of whom make their first profits of the year in November and December. For many retailers these two months are critical because they account for as much as 50% of the year's profits and sales. “Everybody wants to use promotions to build awareness and differentiate themselves from others during this season,” says Patricia Pao, founder of retail consultant the Pao Principle in New York.

Clearly, everyone wants to exploit the shopping phenomenon—even a staid（保守的）financial services enterprise like American Express begins behaving like a retailer at this time of the year. And some other companies want to make sure they aren't left out of the party. MasterCard is giving away two homes in its “Home for the Holidays” promotion, in which members who use their cards between Nov. 1 and Dec. 31, 2006, have a chance to win a home. And Continental Airlines has a promotion in which online shoppers at many stores can earn miles for each dollar spent.

For New York-based American Express, which started the wish list campaign in 2003, the promotion offers a way to build membership and cultivate brand loyalty among its highly coveted customer base. From Nov. 28 to Dec. 14, the card company will post discounted items such as the Porsche at certain times: noon, 3 p.m., and 7 p.m. Card members who spot it and are first to click an “I want” button and complete the transaction will get to buy the items. Card members can also submit
 their own wishes; the company will select and grant three on the promotion's final day.

11. According to the passage, who can get a Porsche Cayman Coupe for $5,000?

A. All U.S. cardholders of American Express.

B. Some lucky ones among the U.S. cardholders of American Express.

C. The holders of any credit card.

D. A lucky person who logs on a particular Web site.

12. According to American Express, _____.

A. its members can buy anything they need at rock-bottom prices

B. it can get nearly $100,000 from membership fees each year

C. it has more than 100,000 cardholders in the U.S. alone

D. its cardholders have an average annual household income of nearly $100,000

13. Many retailers induce the shopping fever in November and December because_____.

A. steep discounts will be offered in the two months

B. the two months is critical to both shoppers and retailers

C. the profits they make in the two months may account for half of the year's profits

D. most people do much shopping in the two months

14. MasterCard is giving away two homes in its “Home for the Holidays” promotion to_____.

A. benefit its cardholders

B. exploit the shopping phenomenon

C. behave like a retailer

D. promote its credit cards

15. One aim of American Express's wish list campaign is to_____.

A. grant its cardholders' wishes

B. promote products of its partners

C. cultivate brand loyalty among its cardholders

D. select the luckiest cardholders



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


bolster vt.
 支持

affluent adj.
 富裕的

byproduct n.
 副产品

consumerist adj.
 消费主义的

submit vt.
 提交，递交



Passage Four

Words: 421, Time: 9.5 mins

Colleges and universities were once largely removed from the marketplace as they dedicated
 themselves to the pursuit
 of ideas, discovery and truth, and to the education of students for the common good. In exchange, they received from society academic freedom, tax exemptions and the public trust.

In today's world, Professor Derek Bok, former president of Harvard, writes in his new book Universities in the Marketplace: the Commercialization of Higher Education
 , drug companies pour billions of dollars into medical schools, universities sell the right to use their scientific discoveries to industry, and faculty members occupy such industry endowed chairs as the Kmart professor of marketing.

Where commercialism on campuses was once largely confined
 to athletics, it is now booming in medical schools and research labs, with their ever-increasing need for resources. ①And, professor Bok writes, with a depressed economy, federal deficits and state cutbacks in higher education all contributing to chronic money shortages on campus, college and university administrators are under intense pressure to become yet more entrepreneurial.


Unless institutions remain clear about their academic value as they pursue
 new opportunities to earn and raise money, Mr. Bok writes, “commercialization threatens to change the character of the university in ways that limit its freedom, sap its effectiveness and lower its standing in society.

“Company officials,” he writes, “regularly insist that information concerning the work they support be kept secret while the research is going on and for a long enough time thereafter
 to allow them to decide whether to file for a patent.” Also, he writes, they may treat other valuable information as unsuitable for patenting, but as permanent trade secrets instead.

②This sort of secrecy, he writes, is sharply at odds with the academic values of openness and collegiality, and will probably “inhibit
 scientific progress, at least to some extent, by limiting the flow of information and ideas those investigators need in order to advance their work.
 ” In some instances, Mr. Bok writes, drug companies have pressured researchers to suppress unfavorable findings.

In his book, Mr. Bok holds up big intercollegiate athletics programs, where some football and basketball coaches earn annual salaries of $500,000, students are recruited only for their athletic ability and huge amount of money are poured into stadiums and training facilities, as the worst example of how commercialization can erode the values and goals of the institution. “Athletics is the one case where you can see this develop over a long period of time and observe the kind of irreversible problems you can get into,” Mr. Bok said.

16. According to the passage, universities sacrifice financial prosperity in exchange for_____.

A. financial security

B. academic freedom

C. public reputation

D. admiration of tax payers

17. According to Mr. Bok, the reason why universities are more money oriented could be the result of_____.

A. an ever-increasing need for resources by medical schools and research labs

B. a temporary shortage of funds on campus

C. the existence of more entrepreneurial university administrators

D. the competition coming from the outside

18. It can be learned from the passage that some valuable information may be_____.

A. in store for succeeding generations

B. for want of verification

C. at the mercy of some company officials

D. out of proportion to efforts involved

19. In the eyes of Mr. Bok, the worst example of the damage done by commercialization is_____.

A. medical schools receiving funds from drug companies

B. prolonged time needed for patenting

C. faculty members starting their own venture capital companies

D. big intercollegiate athletics programs

20. Mr. Bok believes that the danger of commercialism lies in the fact that_____.

A. universities are unable to resist the investment from drug companies

B. it could erode the values and goals of higher education

C. universities may use their scientific findings to do evil at will

D. it would destroy scientific progress



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


dedicate vt.
 献（身），致力于

pursuit n.
 追逐

confine vt.
 限制

pursue vt.
 追赶

thereafter adv.
 自那时以后

inhibit v.
 抑制


难句译文


①博克教授写到，因为经济萧条、联邦财政赤字以及州政府对高等教育费用的削减都导致高校长期的经费不足，学院和大学的管理者面临着巨大的压力，不得不从事更多的经营活动。

②他写到，这一类保密与公开和共享的学术价值产生激烈的冲突，“研究者开展工作需要信息流和思想流，而对于二者的限制将可能阻碍科学进步，至少在一定程度上起阻碍作用”。





答案速查：



[image: 280]


Passage One


文章精要：


近期原油价格尽管有所上涨，但却不会导致类似于20世纪七八十年代的石油危机。由于汽油零售价中税钱占到了五分之四，以及各行业对原油依赖性的降低，原油价格的升高不会对富国的国内生产总值造成太大的影响。


答案解析：


1. B　推断题。文章第一段第二句提到，自从石油输出国组织在三月同意削减石油供应以来，原油价格从去年12月每桶10美元上涨到将近26美元，由此推断，近期油价上涨的主要原因是供应量的减少，所以选B。

2. D　推断题。文章第三段最后一句指出，在欧洲，汽油的零售价中税钱占到五分之四，因此原油价格即使大幅上涨也不会对油价造成多大影响，由此推断，可能造成汽油零售价大幅上涨的原因是石油税款的提高，所以D正确。

3. D　推断题。文章第四段第五句提到，经济合作与发展组织在最近的《经济展望》中估计，如果全年油价为平均每桶22美元，相对于1998年每桶13美元的油价而言，将使富国进口石油费用的增长仅占到国内生产总值的0.25~0.5%，由此推断，油价的上涨不会对富国的国内生产总值造成很大的影响，所以选D。

4. A　推断题。原文反复提到原油价格的上涨不会对汽油价格以及富国造成大的影响，最后一段更是强调此次油价上涨与20世纪70年代的油价上涨不同，综合推断可知，现在油价上涨不再那么可怕了，所以A正确。第一段倒数第二句提到，之前的两次油价上涨导致了通货膨胀，可见通货膨胀并非与油价上涨毫无关联，故排除B；C、D两项原文均未提及，故排除。

5. A　观点态度题。文章主要说明油价上涨不会造成太大的影响，作者在最后一段第一句更是明确表明，人们不必担心此次油价上涨，由此推断，作者的态度是乐观的，所以选A。B（敏感的）、C（沮丧的）、D（恐惧的）均应排除。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章借助大量的数据表明，隐藏的恐怖活动给东南亚地区的经济带来了极大的负面影响。作者在文章最后引用当地人的话，给该地区提出了建议——政府应该利用自身的军事力量来镇压那些好战的恐怖组织。


答案解析：


6. D　主旨题。文章开始提到，从20世纪60年代中期开始，东南亚就面临潜在的大规模安全威胁；第二段提到，现在东南亚地区被其他国家看成是国际恐怖分子的基地；最后两段提到，潜在的恐怖组织活动严重影响了印尼的经济，印尼应设法消除这种威胁。综合可知，文章主要阐述了潜在的恐怖组织活动对东南亚地区的负面影响，选项中只有D（东南亚——恐怖主义新前线）与之相符。

7. B　推断题。文章第三段第二句指出，印尼正在抵抗来自美国的压力，因为它冒不起民族仇恨的风险，由此推断，印尼拒绝接受美国的军事援助并抵抗美国的压力是因为担心接受美国的援助会导致民族仇恨，所以B正确。

8. A　语义题。被考查词所在句指出，伊斯兰教极端主义组织日益显著的发展显然对印尼经济有deleterious影响；随后作者借助具体数字说明了印尼经济遭受的损失，并指出印尼国内的经济非常脆弱。推断可知，伊斯兰极端主义组织的发展应该对印尼经济造成了不利影响，deleterious应意为“有害的”，所以A正确。B（值得注意到的）、C（下降的）、D（良性的）均应排除。

9. D　推断题。文章最后一段提到，Wanandi是印尼一家汽车组装公司的执行总裁，他认为从政治角度来说，请求美国的军事援助是不可能的，他呼吁政府授予印尼军队更大的权力来镇压好战组织，推断可知，他认为印尼政府应该严格控制国内生事的军事组织，故选D。

10. D　推断题。本题可采用排除法。A（恐怖组织只会在经济欠发达国家滋长）太过绝对，可排除；B（恐怖组织很容易被识别）、C（政府的干预对于打击恐怖组织不会有显著成效）均与文义相反；而D（恐怖组织的存在很大程度上妨碍了东南亚地区经济的增长）符合文章的主题，所以选D。

Passage Three


文章精要：


年末购物狂潮席卷美国，许多零售商在年底的两个月内获得的利润几乎是全年的一半，因此各个商家纷纷推出促销活动，就连一向保守的金融服务公司美国运通公司也向其信用卡客户推出了热门商品特卖活动。


答案解析：


11. B　推断题。文章第一段指出，如果你足够幸运的话，就可以从美国运通公司以5,000美元的价格买到原价4.94万美元的保时捷跑车，该信用卡公司将在11月28日后的两周内通过一个网站向其7,000多万名美国信用卡持有者以未曾听说的价格出售类似的热门产品，由此推断，一些幸运的美国运通信用卡持有者可能以5,000美元的价格买到保时捷跑车，所以B正确。

12. D　细节题。文章第二段最后指出，据美国运通公司称，其会员平均家庭年收入为10万美元左右，所以D正确。其他几项均无法从原文中找到依据，故排除。

13. C　推断题。文章第四段指出，购物热一部分是由零售商引起的，他们中有许多在11月和12月才开始赢利，对于许多零售商来说这两个月非常关键，因为这两个月内他们能获得全年利润和销售总额的一半，由此推断，许多零售商引发11月和12月的购物热是因为他们能在这两个月内赚得占全年总利润一半的利润，所以C正确。

14. B　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，每个人都想利用这个购物狂潮，就连一向保守的美国运通公司也开始在每年的这个时候表现得像零售商一样，其他公司也不甘落后，万事达信用卡就在“节日之家”的促销活动中给出两套房子，由此推断，万事达信用卡的促销活动也是为了利用年底的购物狂潮，所以B正确。

15. C　细节题。文章最后一段首句指出，美国运通公司于2003年开始愿望清单活动，该活动提供了建立会员资格并在其客户群中培养品牌忠诚度的方法，由此可知，美国运通公司愿望清单活动的一个目的就是在其信用卡持有者中培养品牌忠诚度，所以C正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


大学曾经与市场无关，它们只发现真理、追求真理并教育学生。如今，经济滑坡、政府财政赤字等导致学校资金短缺，因此很多高校不得不进行商业活动以弥补经费的不足。文章指出，这样做最终可能会制约科学探索前进的步伐。


答案解析：


16. B　推断题。文章第一段提到，大学曾经与市场无关，作为交换，它们从社会中得到了学术自由、免税和公众的信任；第五、六段提到，为了获取研究经费，大学要将相关研究的资料保密，而这违背了学术公开和分享的原则，推断可知，要想不违背学术的公开和分享原则，获得学术自由，大学就要放弃企业研究经费及相关经济利益，所以B正确。

17. A　推断题。文章第三段提到，随着医学院和研究工作实验室对资源的需求不断增长，营利主义开始在其间急速发展起来，而衰退的经济、联邦财政赤字以及州政府对高等教育扶持的削减都使得学校长期资金短缺，大学管理者在重压下变得更加具有企业家精神，由此推断，学校以金钱为导向是因为医学院和研究工作实验室对资源的需求增加了，所以A正确。

18. C　推断题。文章第五段提到，公司官员强调，他们所扶持的项目的相关信息应该在研究过程中及其后很长一段时间内保密，以便他们确定是否要申请专利，对于其他不适合申请专利的有价值的信息，他们可能把其当作永久商业机密，由此推断，有些有价值的信息可能在公司官员的控制之下，所以C正确。

19. D　细节题。文章最后一段提到，Bok先生将学院间的大型运动项目列举为营利主义侵蚀学校价值观和目标的最坏的例子，所以D正确。其他三项均与营利主义造成的损害无关，故排除。

20. B　推断题。文章最后一段提到，Bok先生认为营利主义可能侵蚀学校的价值观和目标，而本文讲到的学校都是大学，推断可知，营利主义的危险性就应该在于它可能侵蚀高等教育的价值观和目标，所以B正确。

提高篇

Unit 4


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 454, Time: 10 mins

It may turn out that the “digital divide”—one of the most fashionable political slogans of recent years—is largely fiction. As you will recall, the argument went well beyond the unsurprising notion that the rich would own more computers than the poor. The disturbing part of the theory was that society was dividing itself into groups of technology “haves” and “have-nots” and that this segregation
 would, in turn, worsen already large economic inequalities.
 It's this argument that's either untrue or wildly exaggerated.

We should always have been suspicious. After all, computers have spread quickly because they've become cheaper to buy and more user-friendly. Falling prices and skill requirements suggest that the digital divide would spontaneously
 shrink—and so it has.

The U.S. Census Bureau's latest survey of computer use reports narrowing gaps among different income and ethnic groups. In 1997, only 37% of Americans in families with incomes from $15,000 to $24,999 used computers. By September 2001, that proportion was 47%. Usage among families with incomes exceeding $75,000 rose more modestly, from 81% to 88%. Among all racial and ethnic groups, computer use is rising. Here are the numbers for 2001 compared with similar rates for 1997.

The new figures confirm common sense: many computer skills aren't especially high-tech or demanding. Now, a new study further discredits the digital divide. The study, by economists David Card of the University of California, Berkeley, and John DiNardo of the University of Michigan, challenges the notion that computers have significantly worsened wage inequality. The logic of how this supposedly happens is straightforward: computers raise the demand for high-skilled workers, increasing their wages. Meanwhile, computerization reduces the demand for low-skilled workers and, thereby, their wages. The gap between the two widens.


Superficially
 , wage statistics support the theory. Consider the ratio between workers near the top of the wage distribution (at the 90th percentile) and those near the bottom (at the 10th percentile). In 1999, the first earned $26.05 an hour and the second $6.05 an hour, reports the Economic Policy Institute in Washington. The ratio of the two—workers at the top compared with workers at the bottom—was 4.3 to 1. By contrast, the ratio in 1980 was only 3.7 to 1. Computerization
 increased; so did the wage gap.

But wait, say Card and DiNardo. The trouble with blaming computers is that the worsening of inequality occurred primarily in the early 1980s. With computer use growing, the wage gap should have continued to expand, if it was being driven by a shifting demand for skills. Indeed, Card and DiNardo find much detailed evidence that contradicts
 the theory. They conclude that computerization doesn't explain “the rise in U.S. wage inequality in the last quarter of the 20th century”.

1. In the eyes of the author, digital divide_____.

A. is something the world must guard against

B. has worsened the gaps between the rich and the poor

C. is less shocking as is commonly perceived

D. has given rise to some inconceivable changes

2. The U.S. Census Bureau's latest survey on computer use_____.

A. fails to reflect the true state of computerization

B. supports the notion of widening wage gaps

C. falls short of the anticipation of economists

D. discredits the effect of digital divide

3. The results of the wage statistics turn out to be_____.

A. quite trustworthy

B. very illuminating

C. rather shallow

D. somewhat tricky

4. According to Card and DiNardo, the worsening of inequality is something_____.

A. typical of the current economic models

B. that the rich should be responsible for

C. getting worse because of computerization

D. that remains to be further understood

5. What is the passage mainly about?

A. Analyzing the U.S. Census Bureau's latest survey.

B. Tracing the origins of economic inequalities.

C. Debunking the myths of the digital divide.

D. Perceiving computers' impact on wages.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


segregation n.
 （种族）隔离

spontaneously adv.
 自然地，本能地

superficially adv.
 浅薄地；表面地

computerization n.
 计算机化

contradict vt.
 同……矛盾，同……抵触


难句译文


这一理论令人头疼的部分是社会分化为技术“富人”和技术“穷人”，这种分离反过来又恶化了已经很严重的经济不平等。



Passage Two

Words: 484, Time: 10.5 mins

It is a tiny, flickering
 signal of an expensive problem looming for tens of millions of Americans: the cost of electricity for households in this southern Pennsylvania town soared this year by 31 percent, or an average of $24 a month.

Like the nation's highways and bridges, the network of transmission
 lines has not been maintained and expanded enough to meet growing demand, the United States Department of Energy says. In areas where there are not enough lines to transmit electricity from the most efficient generating stations, utilities must find other sources. Sometimes they have to buy from costlier power plants nearby, like drivers forced by highway bottlenecks
 onto slower side roads.

The problem already affects about 40 million people from metropolitan New York to Virginia as well as 18 million in Southern California. Similar but smaller price increases will hit New England, the San Francisco Bay Area and the Seattle-Portland and Phoenix-Tucson corridors until new transmission lines are built.


These higher costs, known as congestion
 charges, added $5.7 million to the cost of electricity in Chambersburg this year, which the borough（区）has paid from a reserve fund rather than apply them directly to utility bills.


Over all, the Energy Department estimates, congestion charges in 2008 will add $8 billion or so—about $40 a person—to electricity costs on the Eastern grid（输电网）, which serves almost 200 million people east of the Rockies except for Texas. The department did not make an estimate for the Western grids.

These congestion charges would raise electricity prices by about a nickel on the dollar if they were spread evenly, but in fact some customers pay far more and others pay nothing.

Sometimes there is disagreement on how to measure congestion charges. The Energy Department estimates these charges for New York residents in the New York City area at almost $90 each last year, while the operators of the electricity network for the state say the cost was about $8. The extra charges could continue for years, because building new transmission lines can take at least a decade.

The congested transmission network has frustrated the many that supported the opening of the electricity industry to competition a decade ago, hoping that prices would fall. Under the old system, regulated monopolies made and delivered power in their own area, with only small sales outside. The new system is intended to encourage a competitive business in which power is distributed over vast regional networks. But for electric prices to fall, the network must be able to move power from the lowest-cost plants to where it is needed, utility industry experts said.

“Fully competitive markets and the tremendous added value that could be provided to customers have been stalled” by a transmission network that is too small and was not designed for competitive markets, three executives of National Grid, an electricity distribution company, wrote last year in the Electricity Journal
 .

6. What's the similarity between highways, bridges and transmission lines in the U.S.?

A. They can not meet the growing demand.

B. They are all controlled by the U.S. government.

C. They are all funded by international banks.

D. They have been maintained well by the government.

7. Which of the following statements is true about Chambersburg?

A. The local government raises a reserve fund to help pay utility bills.

B. The local government applies the congestion charges to utility bills.

C. The local government has paid the congestion charges this year.

D. The local government needs more money to pay congestion charges.

8. Building new transmission lines may take many years, so_____.

A. it's necessary to measure congestion charges

B. the opening of the electricity industry to competition receives wide support

C. the prices for electricity will be raised to fund the construction

D. the congestion charges will continue to exist

9. To reduce electricity prices, the network of transmission lines_____.

A. should deliver power only in local area

B. should move power from the lowest-cost plants to where it is needed

C. must distribute power over vast regional networks

D. must be reconstructed thoroughly

10. Which of the followings is the best title for the passage?

A. Grid Limitations Increase Prices for Electricity.

B. The Cost of Electricity for Households Soars.

C. Unfavored Congestion Charges in the U.S.

D. More Transmission Lines Needed in the U.S.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


flickering adj.
 忽隐忽现的

transmission n.
 传送，传输

bottleneck n.
 瓶颈；狭口

congestion n.
 拥塞


难句译文


这些高额的成本，就是所谓的拥堵费使今年钱伯斯堡地区的用电费用增加了570万美元，而该地区是利用储备基金支付的这笔费用，并没有将费用直接转嫁到水电费账单上。



Passage Three

Words: 448, Time: 10 mins

Once upon a time, innovation at Procter & Gamble flowed one way: from the United States outward. While the large Cincinnati based corporation was no stranger to foreign markets, it usually sold them products that were already familiar to most Americans. Many Japanese families, for instance, swaddle（用长布条缠包）their babies in Pampers diapers（尿布）, and lots of Venezuelans brush their teeth with Crest. And of course company executives assumed Americans at home wanted these same familiar, red white and blue brands. We might buy foreign made cars, or chocolates, or cameras but household cleaners and detergents.

Recently, however, P&G broke with this long-standing tradition. Ariel, a P&G laundry detergent, was born overseas, and is a familiar sight on store shelves in Europe and Latin America. Now bilingual packages of Ariel Ultra, a super concentrated cleaner, are appearing on supermarket shelves in Los Angeles.

Ariel's appearance in the United States reflects demographic
 changes making Hispanics（西班牙的）the nation's fastest growing ethnic group. Ariel is a hit with this population. In fact, many Mexican immigrants living in Southern California have been “importing” Ariel from Tijuana, Mexico. “Hispanics knew this product and wanted it,” says P&G spokeswoman Marie Salvado. “We realized that we couldn't convince them to buy our other laundry detergents.” P&G hopes that non-Hispanic consumers will give Ariel a try too.

Ariel's already strong presence in Europe may provide a springboard
 for the company to expand other markets as well. Recently P&G bought Rakona, Czechoslovakia's top detergent
 maker. Ariel, currently a top seller in Germany, is likely to be one of the first new brands to appear in Czech supermarkets. And Ariel is not the only foreign idea that the company hopes to transplant
 back to its home territory. Cinch, an all-purpose spray cleaner similar to popular European products, is currently being test-marketed in California and Arizona. Traditionally Americans have used separate cleaners for different types of surfaces, but market research shows that American preferences are becoming more like those in other countries.


Insiders
 note that this new reverse flow of innovation reflects more sweeping changes at Procter & Gamble. The firm has hired many new Japanese, German, and Mexican managers who view P&G's business not as a one-way flow of American ideas, but a two-way exchange with other markets. Bonita Austin of the investment firm Wertheim Schroeder says, “When you met with P&G's top managers years ago, you wouldn't have seen a single foreign face.” Today, they could even be in the majority.

As Procter & Gamble has found, the United States is no longer an isolated market. Americans are more open than ever before to buying foreign made products and to selling U.S. made products overseas.

11. According to the passage, which of the following is TRUE?

A. Ariel was born outside the United States.

B. Ariel is an all-purpose spray cleaner of Procter & Gamble.

C. Ariel is the best seller in Czechoslovakia.

D. Ariel already enjoys popularity in the U.S.

12. What can we learn about Procter & Gamble from the passage?

A. The brands of Pampers, Crest, Ariel, and Cinch reflect the one way flow tradition of Procter & Gamble.

B. In spite of market changes, Procter & Gamble still sticks to its long standing tradition of one way flow innovation.

C. Procter & Gamble has to change its one way flow tradition because of the increased number of its foreign managers.

D. Today, one may meet more foreign faces in Procter & Gamble than years ago.

13. The “insider” (Line 1, Para. 5) is most probably_____.

A. someone who buys both Ariel and Cinch

B. someone who works within Procter & Gamble or knows it fairly well

C. someone who is a loyal customer of Ariel

D. someone who once worked within Rakona

14. According to the passage, Procter & Gamble hopes to transplant foreign idea back to its home territory because_____.

A. Americans are more likely to buy foreign made products than before

B. for most Americans foreign products are much more attractive than home made ones

C. the company has found that foreign made products are superior to home made ones in terms of quality

D. the company has hired more foreigners in its top management than before

15. The author may most probably agree that_____.

A. it is a trend that businesses today go global

B. businesses today are very reluctant to go global

C. American businesses can make more money if they only sell homemade products

D. the market of the United States should not be that open



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


demographic adj.
 人口统计学的

springboard n.
 出发点

detergent n.
 清洁剂，去垢剂

transplant v.
 迁移



Passage Four

Words: 494, Time: 11 mins

Hewlett-Packard has taken a big step toward laying official claim to the title of world's biggest tech company. On Nov. 16 the Palo Alto (Calif.) company reported fourth-quarter earnings that, thanks to all its business units performing well, exceed the annual sales IBM is expected to post in its fourth quarter, which ends Dec. 31. “This has been a defining year for HP,” a buoyant
 Chief Executive Mark Hurd told reporters during a conference call.

Hurd was discussing fourth-quarter results that put to rest many of the questions that have dogged HP in recent years. For the past decade, investors and industry analysts have wondered whether the company had become too diverse
 to be manageable. For a lot of those years, nearly all of the company's profits came from its printer business—or more specifically, its hugely profitable ink cartridge business. But this quarter, all of the company's main businesses more than pulled their weight
 .

Even HP's inconsistent corporate computing arm, a frequent money-loser in the past, delivered a 42% increase in operating profits, on 4% revenue growth, to $4.7 billion for the quarter. And two of HP's historic weak spots—PCs and software—showed impressive gains. The PC unit recorded revenue growth of 10%, while sales for the software unit grew 14% for the quarter. Says Hurd: “This was one of the most balanced financial performances we've delivered in a long time.”

The result is a company on a roll. Overall revenues grew 7.2%, to $24.6 billion for the quarter, impressive for a company the size of HP. For the year, HP pulled in sales of $91.7 billion, a 6% increase. That's a smidgen（少量）ahead of IBM's projected annual sales, making HP tech's biggest player. HP generated $11.4 billion in cash for the year, up from $3.3 billion the year before. That leaves it with $16.4 billion in cash, up from $13.9 billion at the end of the previous year.

Hurd raised HP earnings targets for the first fiscal quarter of 2007, making it the fourth time in the past five quarters he has done so. HP now expects first-quarter sales to be around $24.2 billion, with full-year 2007 sales expected to come in at $97 billion, or 5.7% higher than fiscal 2006.

HP is positioned to take advantage of some of the biggest growth opportunities in the technology sector. While its sales of high-end storage gear and servers based on old proprietary
 technologies are slumping, the company is doing fine selling the kind of“industry-standard” servers that most corporate buyers prefer because they're less expensive and more energy-efficient.
 By coupling these servers—particularly the fast-growing segment for so-called blade servers that can be packed like so many books into a single rack—with its storage, services, and software, the company looks poised to become a more credible soup-to-nuts rival to IBM for the biggest corporate deals. That's particularly true if HP can successfully integrate the operations of recently acquired Mercury Interactive.

16. HP's fourth-quarter earnings exceed the expected annual sales of IBM as_____.

A. it tries to be the world's biggest tech company

B. it experiences a defining year

C. it has taken a big step forward

D. all its business units perform well

17. What does the author mean by saying “pulled their weight” (Line 6, Para. 2)?

A. All of HP's main businesses have more debts than before.

B. All of HP's main businesses have done their best.

C. All of HP's main businesses have taken certain responsibility.

D. All of HP's main businesses have more contracts than before.

18. Which of the following statements is TRUE about HP?

A. Its earnings increase by 6% this year.

B. Its total sales are less than those of IBM this year.

C. It earns $11.4 billion in cash this year.

D. It has about $13 billion in cash this year.

19. Most corporate buyers purchase HP's “industry-standard” servers because_____.

A. they're less expensive and more energy-efficient

B. there is high-end storage gear inside

C. they are based on new proprietary technologies

D. its sales of high-end servers are slumping

20. HP may become a more credible rival to IBM when_____.

A. it acquires the ownership of Mercury Interactive

B. it successfully integrates the operations of Mercury Interactive

C. it can sell more servers than IBM

D. it is in the stage of fast growing



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


buoyant adj.
 高兴的

diverse adj.
 不同的

proprietary adj.
 专利的


难句译文


其基于过去专利技术的高端存储设备和服务器的销售额大幅减少，而公司“行业标准”服务器的销量却很好，大多数团体购买者都喜欢这种服务器因为它们价格相对便宜但却更节省能源。





答案速查：



[image: 291]


Passage One


文章精要：


“数字鸿沟”是近年来最为流行的政治口号，但文章指出“数字鸿沟”实为无稽之谈。文章通过各种数据和论断揭示了“数字鸿沟”的荒诞所在。


背景知识：


数字鸿沟（Digital Divide）是指不同国家、不同地区、不同人群，在掌握、应用信息技术（特别是数字技术）以及发展信息产业方面的差距，是信息富有者和信息贫困者之间的鸿沟。


答案解析：


1. C　推断题。文章第一段提到，近些年最流行的政治口号“数字鸿沟”在很大程度上是杜撰出来的，“数字鸿沟”这一理论要么是不真实的，要么就是被过度夸大了，由此推断，作者认为“数字鸿沟”并不像人们普遍认为的那样可怕，故选C。

2. D　推断题。文章第三段提到，美国人口普查局最近的调查显示，不同收入和种族群体间的差距在缩小，此处的“差距”（gaps）指的就是“数字鸿沟”；第四段第二句提到，现在有一项新的研究使“数字鸿沟”进一步遭到质疑，由其间的“进一步”（further）推断可知，上文提到的人口普查局的调查应该已经使“数字鸿沟”遭到质疑，故选D。

3. D　推断题。文章倒数第二段指出，表面上工资统计支持贫富差距加大的理论；最后一段用表转折的but开头，表示对上文内容的反驳，该段指出，计算机化无法解释20世纪最后25年间美国工资不平等现象的加剧。综合推断可知，工资统计的结果在某些方面是不可信的，故选D。

4. D　推断题。文章最后一句提到，Card和DiNardo得出的结论是，计算机化无法解释20世纪最后25年间美国工资不平等现象的加剧，由此推断，造成美国工资不平等现象加剧的原因还有待考查，所以D正确。A、B两项文中并未提及，可排除；C项与二人观点相悖，也应排除。

5. C　主旨题。文章第一段指出，“数字鸿沟”的影响被人们夸大了；随后作者借助具体数据和专家的研究结果指出，计算机化实际上在缩小“数字鸿沟”。综合分析可知，文章的主旨在于揭露数字鸿沟的荒诞，所以C正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


文章指出，美国输电网的缓慢发展无法满足不断增长的需求，进而导致用电价格的上涨，而建立新的电网需要数十年，这就意味着用户还要继续缴纳高额的电费。专家指出，电网必须把电力从成本最低的发电厂传输到需要电的地方，才能真正降低用电价格。


答案解析：


6. A　细节题。文章第二段首句指出，同国家高速公路和桥梁一样，电网的维护和发展没能满足日益增长的需求，由此可见，美国高速公路、桥梁和电网的共同点就是不能满足不断增长的需求，所以A正确。

7. C　推断题。文章第四段指出，高额的成本，即所谓的拥堵费使今年钱伯斯堡地区的用电成本增加了570万美元，而该地区是利用储备基金支付的这笔费用，并没有将费用直接转嫁到水电费账单上，由此推断，今年的拥堵费是当地政府支付的，所以C正确。

8. D　推断题。文章倒数第三段最后一句指出，额外支付费用还将存在很多年，因为建设新的输电线路至少需要十年的时间，结合上文可知，此处所说的额外支付的费用就是拥堵费（congestion charges），由此可知，因为建设新的输电线路需要好几年，所以拥堵费还将继续存在，故选D。

9. B　细节题。文章倒数第二段最后提到，专家指出，想要降低用电价格，电网必须把电力从成本最低的发电厂传输到需要电的地方，所以B正确。

10. A　主旨题。文章第一段首先提到美国许多家庭的电费不断上涨，第二段指出输电网的发展不能满足不断增长的需求，接下来说明了是输电网的限制导致了拥堵费的出现并使得电价不断上涨，综合可知，文章主要说明了电价上涨的原因是输电网的限制，所以A正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


产品在许多国家都很受欢迎的宝洁公司，之前一直只向美国人销售他们所熟悉的商品。最近该公司打破传统，更加注重美国市场与其他国家市场之间的双向交流，将在国外市场受欢迎的产品引入美国市场。


背景知识：


宝洁公司在全球率先推出品牌经营制，实行一品多牌、类别经营的经营策略，在自身产品内部形成竞争，使宝洁产品在日用消费品市场中占有绝对的领导地位。宝洁的成功，在很大程度上取决于其品牌策略。宝洁公司对品牌的命名非常讲究，他们深谙一个贴切而绝妙的品牌命名，能大大地减小产品被消费者认知的阻力，能激发顾客美好的联想，增进顾客对产品的亲和力和信赖感，并可大大节省产品推广的费用。


答案解析：


11. A　细节题。文章第二段第二句提到，宝洁公司的Ariel牌洗衣粉诞生于国外，由此可知，Ariel牌洗衣粉并非原产于美国，所以A正确。Ariel是洗衣粉而非多功能喷雾清洁剂，故排除B；第三段提到，Ariel将是出现在捷克市场上的新品牌，而不是最畅销的产品，故排除C；第二段提到，Ariel在美国还在试销阶段，受欢迎程度还不可知，故排除D。

12. D　推断题。本题可采用排除法。文章第二段提到，宝洁公司利用Ariel打破了由美国到国外的单向流通传统，由此可排除A、B；文中并未提及宝洁公司打破传统的原因，故排除C；因此选D。由倒数第二段也可确定答案。该段最后两句指出，过去宝洁公司的高层中没有外国人，而如今的高层却大都是外国人，由此推断，与几年前相比，现在在宝洁公司里能看到更多的外国人，所以D正确。

13. B　语义题。被考查词所在句指出，insiders提到，这种倒转的革新流通新模式反映出宝洁公司更为彻底的改变；随后作者具体介绍了宝洁公司的改变——聘用了许多外国管理人员。聘用外国管理人员属于公司内部事宜，应该只有公司内部人员或是了解公司情况的人才能透露出这样的消息，所以B正确。

14. A　推断题。文章最后一段指出，宝洁公司发现，美国不再是一个与外界隔离的市场，对于购买外国制造的产品以及在海外销售美国产品，美国人持着比以往更开放的态度，由此推断，宝洁想要将国外的理念和产品引回美国是因为美国人现在更有可能购买外国制造的产品，所以A正确。

15. A　推断题。作者在文章中讲述的是宝洁公司新的销售理念，主要谈到该公司比以前更加注意美国市场与其他国家市场之间的双向交流，这显然是商业全球化趋势的体现，所以A正确。B、C、D项内容与文章相悖，均应排除。

Passage Four


文章精要：


惠普公司2006年第四季度的收入超过了IBM公司全年预计销售额，这要归功于所有部门的良好运作，而过去许多年里，惠普公司几乎所有的利润都来自打印机业务，其他许多业务都处于亏损状态。现在惠普公司的产品效率高、价格合理，成为IBM有力的竞争对手。


答案解析：


16. D　细节题。文章第一段第二句指出，11月16日位于帕洛阿尔托的（惠普）公司报告说由于公司所有部门运作良好，其第四季度的收入超过了IBM公司全年预计销售额，所以D正确。

17. B　语义题。文章第二段最后两句指出，过去的许多年里，公司几乎所有的利润都来自打印机业务，或者更准确地说是来自利润率极高的墨盒业务，但是本季度公司所有主要业务都pulled their weight，再结合第一段提到的所有部门运作良好推断可知，被考查短语应意为“尽力（做好）”，所以B正确。A（欠更多债务）、C（负一定责任）、D（有更多合同）均不符合原文。

18. C　细节题。文章第四段指出，今年惠普公司的销售额达到917亿美元，增长了6%，比IBM预计的年销售额高一点，惠普公司今年的现金收入由去年的33亿美元增长到114亿美元，所以C正确。

19. A　细节题。文章最后一段第二句指出，其基于过去专利技术的高端存储设备和服务器的销售额大幅减少，而公司“行业标准”服务器的销量却很好，大多数团体购买者都喜欢这种服务器因为它们价格相对便宜但却更为节省能源，所以A正确。

20. B　推断题。文章最后指出，惠普公司看来准备成为IBM彻头彻尾的竞争对手，如果惠普公司能够成功整合最近收购的Mercury Interactive的业务，那就更加现实了，由此推断，惠普公司如果成功整合Mercury Interactive的业务，就能成为IBM更为有力的竞争者，所以B正确。

经济类词汇大本营

accommodate vt.
 留宿，安置

affluent adj.
 富裕的

airfare n.
 飞机票价

apparatus n.
 机构

appliance n.
 用具，器具

appropriation n.
 拨款

bolster vt.
 支持

bottleneck n.
 瓶颈；狭口

buoyant adj.
 高兴的

byproduct n.
 副产品

computerization n.
 计算机化

confine vt.
 限制

congestion n.
 拥塞

consumerist adj.
 消费主义的

contradict vt.
 同……矛盾，同……抵触

decree v.
 颁布

dedicate vt.
 献（身），致力于

demographic adj.
 人口统计学的

detergent n.
 清洁剂，去垢剂

distribute vt.
 分发

diverse adj.
 不同的

dividend n.
 股息

doom n.
 厄运

endure v.
 度过；忍受

entail vt.
 承担

esteem vt.
 尊敬

flickering adj.
 忽隐忽现的

gloom n.
 阴暗

grim adj.
 严酷的

grip vt.
 紧握

hemisphere n.
 半球

imbalance n.
 不平衡

immune adj.
 免疫的；不受影响的

in essence 在本质上

inhibit v.
 抑制

interdependence n.
 互相依赖

interventionism n.
 （尤指主张干涉国际事务的）干涉主义

interweave v.
 （使）交织，（使）混杂

issue vt.
 发行（钞票等）

levy v.
 征收

locomotive n.
 机车

militant adj.
 好战的

orient vt.
 使适应，确定方向

prompt vt.
 促使

prophet n.
 先知

proprietary adj.
 专利的

pursue vt.
 追赶

pursuit n.
 追逐

recession n.
 不景气

resort vi.
 常去；依靠

revenge n.
 复仇

robotics n.
 机器人技术

sage n.
 贤人，德高望重的人

savvy adj.
 头脑机智的

scan v.
 细看，审视

segregation n.
 （种族）隔离

seize v.
 抓住，夺取

shelter v.
 掩蔽

slump n.
 衰退

soar v.
 剧增

spontaneously adv.
 自然地，本能地

spring v.
 突然发出或出现

springboard n.
 出发点

stabilize v.
 稳定

submit vt.
 提交，递交

subsequently adv.
 后来，随后

subsidiary n.
 附属公司

subsidy n.
 补助金

superficially adv.
 浅薄地；表面地

thereafter adv.
 自那时以后

transmission n.
 传送，传输

transplant v.
 迁移

upswing n.
 高涨

weary adj.
 疲倦的


第五章　环境篇


本章导读：


环保类文章在过去的六级真题中出现的频率不高，但随着自然与人类关系的恶化、环境问题的严重和政府、社会对环境污染日益密切的关注，相信这类题目会有增多的趋势。该类文章主要涉及：环境保护、能源危机、生态平衡、自然资源和基因工程等问题。

这类文章一般科学性很强，但也带着人文关怀等因素，会有些需要进行判断的态度题。阅读时应留意文章段落之间的关系，整体把握。适当考虑问题出现的原因、变化所产生的后果及其对人类的影响等等。

预备篇

Unit 1


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 399, Time: 9 mins

One negative result of people's interference with the environment is that many kinds of animals are becoming rare. In fact, their numbers are decreasing so rapidly that they are in danger of being extinct. Because worried and concerned experts want to make sure that these animals do not disappear, an “endangered species” list has been made, and ways to save them have been started. Some types of birds, like eagles, are in danger of extinction. This is the reason why many concerned citizens have organized into groups to try to save the birds. The National Audubon Society(NAS) is one such organization.

The people of the NAS, ironically, once tried to encourage interest in birds. The present situation indicates that they were too successful. Nowadays the same people are looking for ways to protect the birds from the people who want to watch them. Just a few years ago, bird watchers were stereotyped as harmless but strange: people thought of all bird watchers as eccentric
 hunters who chased their prey with binoculars to see better with, instead of guns to shoot with. Stereotypes of bird watchers were the subjects of jokes because the general public did not find birds interesting. However, with a little education and advertising, bird watching and bird watchers really changed. Bird watching became a national pastime
 , an interesting hobby, a favorite way to spend leisure time.

Because of the efforts of the NAS, the numbers of amateur ornithologists（鸟类学者）have multiplied. Now between five and ten million non-professional bird watchers search for a glimpse of a golden pheasant, a 
pygmy
 swift
 , or a whooping crane. In the past decade, the NAS membership has quadrupled; such an increase of four times the number in only ten years indicates a surge of enthusiasm for birds. Unfortunately, this great growth of interest has meant another kind of interest: the over-enthusiasm of some amateur ornithologists has resulted in harming the birds and their habitats, the special environments that the birds choose. For example, both vegetation
 and the nesting places have been trampled
 ; the natural places have been destroyed by the feet of the small percentage of overly enthusiastic watchers. One professional ornithologist reported that so many people have become interested in birds that one rare bird can bring a flock of bird watchers. A result is that where there were once flocks of birds, there are now only a few.

1. We can infer from the first paragraph that_____.

A. eagles are disappearing

B. some people have realized the danger of extinction of some animals

C. people are in danger of extinction

D. endangered species include rare birds

2. Why does the author say the people of NAS were too successful in Paragraph 2?

A. Because they succeeded in encouraging interest in birds, but this interest began to endanger the birds.

B. Because they were so successful in encouraging interest in birds that they were awarded by the authorities.

C. Because their success was well justified by other experts.

D. Because the birds benefited much from their success in encouraging people's interest in birds.

3. The word “swift” (Line 3, Para. 3) most probably means _____.

A. Fast

B. A bird

C. Neat

D. Tame.

4. Which word best describes the author's attitude toward people's enthusiasm in birds?

A. Positive

B. Neutral

C. Negative

D. Indifferent.

5. The best title for this article should be_____.

A. Extinction of Rare Birds

B. Environmental Protection

C. The National Audubon Society

D. Enthusiasm Endangers Rare Birds



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


eccentric adj.
 古怪的

pastime n.
 消遣

pygmy adj.
 微小的

vegetation n.
 植被

trample v.
 践踏



Passage Two

Words: 386, Time: 8.5 mins

An image taken of the Pacific Ocean last September is astonishing. Made using data collected from satellites monitored
 by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California, the picture shows the surface level of the Pacific as clearly as a yardstick lying across a lumpy bed. One sample of water—with a volume 30 times that of all the Great Lakes—is white, indicating that it is as much as 13 inches higher than its normal level.

El Nino experts are still striving to tackle
 the really big question: what is causing the abnormal El Nino behavior of the past two decades? Some said because global warming accelerates the pace of El Nino formation and reinforces each event. Supporters of global warming as El Nino instigator
 include Kevin Trenberth, a climate analyst with the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado. “There's evidence that global warming didn't have much impact until 1979, but now it's beginning to break through,” he says.

Two additional arguments are on the table. One theory is that the recent El Nino epidemic is simply one of nature's climatic riffs, but that we haven't been hearing the tune long enough to recognize the change in key. One problem is that historical data on El Nino is sketchy
 prior to the early 1970s and almost nonexistent going back more than 50 years. If one looks back further, however, fossil evidence suggests that something about El Nino has indeed changed. Fossil records of coral in the Galapagos Islands show that some 4,000 years ago, an El Nino occurred only every 60 years or so. Studies of tree rings and ice cores indicate a more recent cycle of seven years, still much less frequent than the present cycle of every three or four years.

Records are accurate enough to show that we're in the second El Nino intensive era of the past 100 years. The first was during the 1920s and 30s, and probably was responsible for the Dust Bowl, when drought
 destroyed hundreds of farms in Oklahoma and north Texas. The second seems to have started around 1976. These shifts seem to be due to periods of natural warming in the Pacific. The warming does not necessarily cause El Nino but certainly amplifies
 it, creating the appearance of more and more severe El Ninos.

6. The picture as depicted by the author in the first paragraph seems to be_____.

A. fairly reassuring

B. very bleak

C. rather shocking

D. quite exceptional

7. The idea of the “global warming as El Nino instigator” (Line 4, Para. 2) roughly refers to_____.

A. the contribution of global warming to the occurrence of El Nino

B. the unusual behavior of El Nino in the past two decades

C. the caution shown by authorities against the destruction of El Nino

D. the accurate forecast for the approach of El Nino

8. The reason why it is difficult to explain the odd El Nino behavior may be_____.

A. lack of detailed accounts

B. its inconsistent behavior

C. the need for advanced technology

D. its increasing frequencies

9. According to the passage, the author considers forecasting of El Nino to be_____.

A. inconclusive

B. effortless

C. informative

D. precise

10. What is the passage mainly about?

A. A trace to the mysteries of El Nino.

B. A vivid account of the impact of El Nino.

C. Exposure to the myths of El Nino.

D. A review of different theories on El Nino.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


monitor vt.
 监控

tackle vt.
 处理

sketchy adj.
 粗略的

drought n.
 干旱

amplify vt.
 放大，增强



Passage Three

Words: 387, Time: 9 mins

Analysis of ice cores drilled
 from the glaciers of the Tibetan plateau
 shows that the region is warmer now than any other time since the so-called “Holocene maximum”, between 6,000 and 8,000 years ago. And the temperatures in central China during the past 50 years were a full degree Celsius warmer than those of the previous 50 years. The results are important because computer simulations show that central Asia is likely to be the first place where significant global warming due to the greenhouse effect will show up.

Lonnie Thompson and his colleagues from Ohio State University have been working with researchers from Chinese Academy of Science and the University of Copenhagen. They drilled the ice cores from the large ice cap which lies high on the Tibetan plateau, south of the Gobi desert. The cores provide a record extending back well into the time of the latest ice age, and perhaps beyond 100,000 years ago. Such ice cores yield information about past climates in two ways—from analysis of the varying dust content at different layers in the core, and from measurements of the relative abundance of isotopes（同位素）of oxygen locked up in the molecules
 of the ice.
 The amount of dust in the ice depends on how dry the atmosphere was when it was laid down, while the isotopic studies provide a direct measure of the average temperature.

The amount of water evaporating
 from sea and falling as snow is different for water containing each of the two main oxygen isotopes. The ratio between these depends on temperature in a well-determined way. Using these two lines of attack
 , Thompson and his colleagues have shown that, in the late stages of the most recent ice age, conditions were colder, wetter and dustier than today. This matches expectations based on the idea that stronger winds blew around an expanded northern ice cap. The new study is very interesting, however. It focuses on the discovery that the past 60 years were at least as warm as any period in the record, with highest values in the 1940s, 1950s and 1980s. Scientists have recently carried out computer simulations which show that the central part of the Asian continent is likely to be one of the regions most strongly affected by the anticipated global warming caused by the greenhouse effect.

11. Computer simulations show that_____.

A. central Asian continent will affect the global climate

B. central Asian will become one of the warmest regions in the world

C. greenhouse effect will affect the climate in central Asia first

D. greenhouse effect will have a strongest effect on the central Asian climate

12. The ice cores from the Tibetan plateau provide information about climate_____.

A. beyond 100,000 years ago

B. from the 100,000 years ago to the latest ice age

C. as far as the latest ice age or even before

D. since the Holocene maximum

13. The phrase “these two lines of attack” (Line 3, Para. 3) refers to_____.

A. dust content analysis and isotopic study

B. calculating the ratio between water evaporating from sea and water falling as snow

C. comparing the two main oxygen isotopes

D. ice content analysis and average temperature measurement

14. In the new study, researchers are interested in the fact that_____.

A. the weather in the past 60 years was as warm as or warmer than before

B. the weather became warmer and warmer in the past 60 years

C. the warmest weather occurred in 1940, 1950 and 1980

D. the weather was colder 60 years ago than it is today

15. The most suitable title for the passage is_____.

A. Climate in Central Asia and Greenhouse Effect

B. Chinese Ice Reveals Stronger Warming Trend

C. Ice Cores Yield Information about Past Climate

D. Climate Changes during the Last Century in Central Asia



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


drill v.
 钻孔

plateau n.
 高地，高原

molecule n.
 分子

evaporate v.
 （使）蒸发


难句译文


这些冰核可以从两方面显示过去的气候信息——一方面，从分析冰核不同层面的不同尘土成分；另一方面，从测量冰分子锁住的氧的同位素的相对含量。



Passage Four

Words: 375, Time: 8.5 mins

Scientists say there has been a severe decrease in the amount of water in Lake Chad in northern Africa in the last thirty years. They report that nature and humans share equal blame for this loss. In 1963 the fresh water lake covered twenty-five-thousand square kilometers. Now the lake is only about five percent of that size. It measures only about one-thousand-three-hundred square kilometers in the dry season.

Four nations surround Lake Chad. People in Niger, Nigeria, Chad, and Cameroon use it for water, fish and plant life. Michael Coe and Jonathan Foley are water experts at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. They reported about Lake Chad in the Journal of Geophysical Research
 . They say the area has suffered from a lack of heavy rain for more than thirty years. This has forced people to build systems to carry water to dry land. These irrigation
 systems further decrease the lake.

Mister Coe says Lake Chad will be only a small body of water in the future. He says people still can get water from the lake to drink and for crops. But he says the lake will no longer provide a healthy environment for fish and plant life.

The researchers used a computer to study what caused the water loss. Their computer study estimated the climate and amount of water in the area. Then the researchers compared the estimates with the area's recorded climate and water supply for the same period.

The computer study showed results similar to the recorded ones for the first twenty years. But there was a big change in the 1980s. At that time, the lake got smaller much faster than the computer research had estimated.

The researchers say major irrigation systems were built in the 1980s. The systems took water from two rivers that flow into Lake Chad. The Chari and Logone rivers carry most of the water that enters the lake. The study showed the increased irrigation reduced the flow in the two rivers. Climate changes also were responsible for the reduction. Today the flow of the two rivers has been reduced by almost seventy-five percent. Scientists say the problem is expected to worsen in the coming years as the population and demand for water continue to increase.

16. What is this passage mainly about?

A. Demonstrating the serious weather condition around Lake Chad.

B. Introducing people's activity around Lake Chad.

C. Analyzing the factors that cause water decrease in Lake Chad.

D. Introducing scientists' work about water condition in Lake Chad.

17. What did people do to solve the problem of lack of rain around Lake Chad?

A. They moved out of this area

B. They drew water from Lake Chad.

C. They carried water from other areas

D. They utilize seawater near this area.

18. Which of the following is TRUE according to this passage?

A. Lake Chad is located in the middle of Chad in northern Africa.

B. The water from Lake Chad can now only be used for irrigation.

C. The area around Lake Chad has suffered from decreased rainfall for a few decades.

D. Population around Lake Chad now begins to decrease due to lack of water.

19. Why did computer data become imprecise in the 1980s?

A. The related programs on the computer were out of date.

B. More and more people drew water directly from the lake for drink.

C. There was a heavy rain around 1980.

D. The irrigation which consumed the source water increased.

20. What is scientists' attitude towards the future of Chad Lake?

A. Pessimistic

B. Hopeful

C. Indifferent

D. Doubtful.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


irrigation n.
 灌溉





答案速查：



[image: 303]


Passage One


文章精要：


人类对环境的侵犯导致许多动物变得稀有甚至濒临灭绝。为了保护濒临灭绝的鸟类，许多人成立了组织。文章特别介绍了此类组织中的美国奥杜邦协会。该协会的初衷是激起大家对鸟类的兴趣，然而有些人对鸟类的过度热情却使鸟类陷入了危险，文章就此做出了论述。


答案解析：


1. B　推断题。文章第一段倒数第二句提到，很多关心动物的公民已经成立了组织去拯救那些濒临灭绝的鸟类，由此推断，这些人应该是意识到了动物濒临灭绝的危害性，才会成立组织去加以拯救，所以B正确。

2. A　推断题。文章第二段开头指出，NAS的成员曾经帮助人们培养对鸟类的兴趣，但他们好像过于“成功”了；最后一段对过于成功的概念做出了解释：在NAS的努力下，业余鸟类学者的数量成倍增加，但不幸的是，这种兴趣的增长意味着某些业余鸟类学者的过度热情会危害到鸟类及其栖息地，由此推断，说NAS过于成功是因为他们激起的对鸟类的兴趣反过来威胁到了鸟类，所以A正确。

3. B　语义题。被考查词所在句指出，现在有500万到1,000万的业余鸟类观察者想要一睹红腹锦鸡、小swift或高鸣鹤的风采，而鸟类观察者想观察的肯定是鸟，由与swift并列的golden pheasant（红腹锦鸡）和whooping crane（高鸣鹤）也可确定swift是一种鸟（即雨燕），所以B正确。

4. C　观点态度题。文章最后一段提到，那些对鸟类过度热情的观察者会威胁到鸟类的生存，由此判断，作者对人们对鸟类的狂热所持的是否定的态度，所以C正确。A（积极的）、B（中立的）、D（无关紧要的）均应排除。

5. D　主旨题。文章第一段指出，一些动物濒临灭绝，有人成立了相关组织来保护这些动物；第二、三段借助NAS的例子指出，人们对鸟类的极大兴趣威胁到了某些鸟类的生存。综合可知，本文的主旨在于，对鸟类的狂热会危及珍稀的鸟类，所以D正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


厄尔尼诺是一种不寻常的气候现象，但其成因至今尚无定论。文章主要论述了可能导致厄尔尼诺现象的原因。


背景知识：


厄尔尼诺现象是指赤道东太平洋南美沿岸海水温度急剧上升的现象。由于这种现象经常发生在年末圣诞节前后，所以当地人将其称为“圣婴”（厄尔尼诺）。厄尔尼诺现象发生时，水温高，浮游生物减少，鱼类因得不到食物而大量死亡，所以以鱼为食的海鸟也会死亡或迁徙。


答案解析：


6. C　细节题。文章第一段第一句提到，去年九月在太平洋上拍摄的景象让人震惊，故选C。

7. A　语义题。文章第二段提到，厄尔尼诺专家仍在分析是什么导致了过去20年间反常的厄尔尼诺现象的发生，有人认为全球气候变暖加速了厄尔尼诺的形成，并使情况越来越严重，global warming as El Nino instigator的一位支持者表示，全球气候变暖最近产生了很大的影响，综合推断可知，被支持的观点是：全球气候变暖导致了厄尔尼诺现象的发生，故选A。

8. B　推断题。文章第三段提到，20世纪70年代之前有关厄尔尼诺的历史数据非常粗略，而50多年前几乎就没有此类数据，然而化石证实了厄尔尼诺现象确实发生了变化，由此推断，厄尔尼诺现象难以解释的原因是其表现反复无常，所以B正确。

9. A　推断题。根据上一题的解析可知，厄尔尼诺现象的表现反复无常，由此推断，很难依照特定规律来对厄尔尼诺现象做出预测，即便进行预测，预测结果也很可能没什么用，选项A（无结果的）、B（容易的）、C（提供情报的）、D（精确的）中，只有A符合题意。

10. D　主旨题。通读全文可知，文章第一段引出了厄尔尼诺现象；第二段提到了有关厄尔尼诺现象成因的一种理论，即全球气候变暖导致厄尔尼诺现象；第三段提到了有关厄尔尼诺现象的另外两种理论。综合可知，本文主要介绍了有关厄尔尼诺现象的不同理论，所以D正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


研究人员对青藏高原的冰核进行研究后发现，中亚地区或许是全世界第一个受温室效应影响而变暖的地区，文章还由此揭示了全球气候变暖的趋势。


答案解析：


11. C　细节题。文章第一段最后一句提到，计算机模拟显示，中亚很可能是第一个受温室效应影响而气候变暖的地方，由此可知，温室效应将首先影响到中亚的气候，所以C正确。选项A、B原文并未提及，可排除；原文并未说明温室效应对中亚气候的影响是否是最大的，故排除D。

12. C　推断题。文章第二段提到，来自中国科学院与哥本哈根大学的研究员，从戈壁滩南部的青藏高原上钻取了冰核，这些冰核提供的气候记录可以追溯到最近的冰川期，也或许是10万多年之前，故排除B，确定C（远至最近的冰川期或者更早以前）为答案。原文指出，冰核提供的气候信息或许可以追溯到10万多年之前，但并未说明一定可以追溯到那一时间，故排除A；D项原文并未提及，也应排除。

13. A　语义题。分析上下文可知，被考查部分指代的是之前提到的研究方法或手段。文章第二段倒数第二句刚好提到两个方法：分析冰核各层中不同的尘土成分，以及测量封锁于冰分子中氧的同位素的相对含量；该段接着指出，冰里灰尘的成分取决于当其落下时空气的干燥程度，而同位素研究提供了一个直接测量平均温度的方法，可见，汤普森及其同事应该是运用上述方法才分析出最近冰川期的情况的，所以A（灰尘成分分析与同位素研究）正确。

14. A　推断题。文章最后一段倒数第二句提到，新的研究非常有趣，该研究主要关注一个发现，那就是过去60年的温度和记录中任何一个时期至少是一样暖和的，最高温度出现在20世纪40年代、50年代和80年代，由此推断，过去60年应该和以前一样暖和或比以前更暖和，所以A正确。原文并未提到过去60年间天气变得越来越暖和，也未提到60年前的天气比现在冷，故排除B、D；原文指出，过去60年间最高温度出现在20世纪40年代、50年代和80年代，而并非是确切的1940年、1950年和1980年，故排除C。

15. B　主旨题。纵观全文，文章第一段提到，中亚很可能是第一个气温受到温室效应影响的地方；第二段提到，研究者对青藏高原上的冰核进行研究，从而得到了有关气候变化的信息；第三段介绍了研究者的研究成果：过去60年的气温和之前持平或比之前要高。综合分析可知，全文主要说明对青藏高原上冰核的研究表明气温有上升趋势，所以B正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


文章论述了北非乍得湖严重干枯的原因。具体原因既有缺乏降雨等自然因素，也有人为因素，如抽水灌溉现象过于严重及对水源的截取过多等。科学家预测，乍得湖的情况还将进一步恶化。


背景知识：


非洲第四大湖——内陆淡水湖乍得湖位于非洲中北部，于乍得、喀麦隆、尼日尔和尼日利亚四国交界处。该湖由大陆局部凹陷而成，为第四纪古乍得海的残余。湖水面积随着季节的变化而变化，雨季时可达2.2万平方千米，旱季时可缩小一半以上。湖中水产资源丰富，产河豚、鲶、虎形鱼等；沿岸多鸟类；沿湖为重要农业灌溉区。由于气候持续干旱，蒸发强烈，湖面正不断缩小。


答案解析：


16. C　主旨题。文章第一段指出，在过去30年间乍得湖湖水大量减少；下文具体分析了湖水减少的原因：长时间缺乏大规模降水，灌溉系统耗费湖水资源等。综合可知，本文主要分析了导致乍得湖湖水减少的原因，所以C正确。

17. B　推断题。文章第二段最后三句指出，乍得湖地区超过30年没有大规模降雨，这迫使人们修建取水系统将水传送到干旱地区，这些灌溉系统使乍得湖进一步变小，由此推断，人们解决雨水短缺问题的方法是从乍得湖取水，所以B正确。

18. C　推断题。文章第二段倒数第三句指出，30多年来这一地区缺少大规模降雨，结合上下文可知，此处所说的这一地区就是乍得湖周边地区，因此C正确。

19. D　推断题。文章倒数第二段提到，20世纪80年代乍得湖缩减的速度比电脑研究估计的速度快得多；最后一段具体说明了原因，原因之一就是20世纪80年代建设的大型灌溉系统从流入乍得湖的两条河中取水，增多的灌溉需求减少了这两条河中的河水，由此推断，电脑研究与20世纪80年代的实际情况不符的一个原因是灌溉用水的增多，所以D正确。

20. A　观点态度题。文章最后一句指出，科学家称，由于人口增长和人们对水资源需求的持续增加，问题会越来越糟，结合上文可知，此处所说的问题就是乍得湖面积缩减的问题，由此可见，科学家对乍得湖的未来持悲观态度，所以A正确。B（怀有希望的）、C（冷漠的）、D（怀疑的）均应排除。

标准篇

Unit 2


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 412, Time: 9 mins


Global warming will stifle life-giving microscopic plants that live in the surface layer of the oceans, cutting marine
 food production and accelerating climate change, according to a study published on Wednesday.


Phytoplankton（浮游植物）are not only the foundation of the marine food chain, but every day they take more than 100 million metric tons of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere, scientists from Oregon State University, NASA and four other institutions said.

But as global warming heats the surface layer of the ocean it becomes lighter and therefore separated from the cooler depths from which the phytoplankton get many of their nutrients. This cuts their numbers, not only reducing the food in the oceans but slashing the amount of carbon dioxide they take from the air and therefore accelerating the climate warming process.

“Rising levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are a key part of global warming,” said lead researcher Michael Behrenfeld. “This study shows that as the climate warms, phytoplankton production goes down, but this also means that carbon dioxide uptake by ocean plants will decrease...making the problem worse,” he added.

Despite their tiny size, phytoplankton account for about half of the photosynthesis（光合作用）on Earth—converting vast quantities of atmospheric carbon dioxide into organic carbon as food for the planet's marine ecosystem
 .

The study, published in the science journal Nature
 , comes from a decade-long analysis of the oceans by NASA's SeaWiFS satellite which measured the changing colors of the waters caused by changing levels of phytoplankton. The higher the concentrations
 of these tiny plants, the greener the water.

The scientists—who also came from the University of California/Santa Barbara, Princeton University, Rutgers University and the University of Maine—found local variations but a global drop in numbers with higher temperatures. “This clearly showed that overall ocean productivity decreases when the climate warms,” Behrenfeld said.

Scientists predict that global temperatures will rise by between two and six degrees Celsius by the end of the century, due mainly to carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels for power and transport. But they also fear that beyond two degrees of warming the planet's climate could trip the so-called feedback mechanism with the rising heat releasing even more greenhouse gases than being produced by human activities.

And a comprehensive study last month by former World Bank chief economist Nicholas Stern found that acting now to tackle climate change could cost one percent of global economic output—a figure that rises 20-fold if action is delayed.

1. What is the passage mainly talking about?

A. How global warming stifles phytoplankton in oceans.

B. How global warming affects the world's temperature.

C. Global warming will stifle phytoplankton, which reversely makes it even worse.

D. Phytoplankton can be used to keep global warming under control.

2. Which of the following is true about phytoplankton?

A. They can take carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere.

B. They are the only foundation of the food chain.

C. They can accelerate climate change.

D. They get their nutrients from the surface layer of the ocean.

3. How do phytoplankton play a role in the photosynthesis?

A. They create the food for the Earth's ecosystem.

B. They take vast quantities of atmospheric carbon dioxide.

C. They can greatly accelerate photosynthesis.

D. They convert atmospheric carbon dioxide into organic carbon.

4. NASA measured the changing colors of ocean waters to_____.

A. analyze the evolution of phytoplankton

B. figure out the exact color of specific ocean water

C. find out more tiny plants that might exist in oceans

D. figure out the change of phytoplankton's concentrations

5. According to Nicholas Stern, if we don't take action to tackle climate change now, _____.

A. one percent of global economic output will be spent on it

B. we will have to spend much more money solving the problem

C. global economy may face great crisis

D. the ocean and the species live in it will totally disappear



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


marine adj.
 海产的

ecosystem n.
 生态系统

concentration n.
 集中；浓度


难句译文


星期三公布的一项研究表明，全球变暖将会使生活在海洋表层、孕育生命的微生物窒息而死，进而减少海产品的产量，并加速气候的变化。



Passage Two

Words: 450, Time: 9.5 mins

Unchecked climate change could force up to 72 percent of bird species in some areas into extinction, but the world still has a chance to limit the losses, conservation
 group World Wildlife Fund (WWF) said in a report on Tuesday.

From migratory
 insect-eaters to tropical honeycreepers（蜜旋木雀）and cold water penguins, birds are highly sensitive to changing weather conditions and many are already being affected badly by global warming, the new study said.

“Birds now indicate that global warming has set in motion a powerful chain of effects in ecosystems worldwide,” WWF said. “Robust evidence demonstrates that climate change is affecting birds' behavior—with some migratory birds even failing to migrate at all.”

In the future, it said, unchecked warming could put large numbers of species at risk, with estimates of extinction rates as high as 72 percent, “depending on the region, climate scenario and potential for birds to shift to new habitats”.


It said the “more extreme scenarios” of extinctions could be prevented if tough climate protection targets were enforced and greenhouse gas emissions cut to keep global warming increases to less than 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.


Already in decline in Europe and the United States, many migratory birds were now missing out on vital food stocks that are appearing earlier and earlier due to global warming, widely blamed by scientists on emissions from burning fossil fuels.

In Canada's northern Hudson Bay, the report said, mosquitoes were hatching
 and reaching peak numbers earlier in the spring, but seabirds breeding there had not adjusted their behavior. In the Netherlands, it added, a similar mismatch
 had led to the decline of up to 90 percent in some populations of pied flycatchers over the last two decades.

Predicted rising temperatures could see Europe's Mediterranean coastal wetlands—critical habitats for migratory birds—completely destroyed by the 2080s, it said. Rising temperatures were also seen having disastrous
 impacts on non-migratory species, as their habitat ranges shifted.

“Many centers of species richness for birds are currently located in protected areas, from which birds may be forced by climatic changes into unprotected zones,” the report said.

In the U.S., unabated
 warming was seen cutting bird species by nearly a third in the eastern Midwest and Great Lakes, while almost three-quarters of rainforest birds in Australia's northeastern Wet Tropics were at risk of being wiped out. In Europe, the endangered Spanish imperial eagle, currently found mainly in natural reserves and parks, is expected to lose its entire current range. Also at high risk were eight species of brightly colored Hawaiian honeycreeper, Galapagos Islands penguins and the Scottish capercaillie—the world's biggest grouse—which WWF said could lose 99 percent of its habitat due to warming.

6. Which of the following can best summarize the author's view?

A. Global warming could cause bird extinctions.

B. People should preserve rare species of birds.

C. More conservation groups are needed.

D. Effective measures should be taken to protect birds.

7. Some migratory birds' failing to migrate is caused by_____.

A. the climate change that results from other birds' behavior

B. global warming which affects birds' behavior

C. changing worldwide ecosystems

D. the lack of their food stocks in other areas

8. Which of the following can help prevent the extinctions of birds?

A. Prohibiting greenhouse gas emissions.

B. Enforcing tough climate protection targets.

C. Keeping the temperatures at pre-industrial levels.

D. Carrying out extreme plans against global warming.

9. The word “mismatch” (Line 3, Para. 7) refers to_____.

A. certain food stocks of birds that can not match with others

B. the extraordinary population decline of pied flycatchers over the last two decades

C. the imbalance between unchanged migrating time of birds and changed appearing time of food

D. the imbalance between unchanged behavior of seabirds and changed behavior of mosquitoes

10. One example of bird extinctions caused by global warming is that_____.

A. only one-third of bird species survived the climate change in the U.S.

B. nearly all rainforest birds went extinct in Australia

C. the Scottish capercaillie lost 99 percent of its population

D. the Spanish imperial eagle is at risk of being wiped out



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


conservation n.
 保护

migratory adj.
 迁移的

hatch v.
 孵化

disastrous adj.
 灾难性的

unabated adj.
 不减弱的


难句译文


如果执行强硬的气候保护目标，同时减少温室气体的排放以使全球变暖所导致的温度增长保持在低于工业革命前两摄氏度的水平，那么就可以防止“更加极端的灭绝情况”的发生。



Passage Three

Words: 443, Time: 9.5 mins

A green revolution has been taking place in the countryside. But so quietly has it been carried out, and with so little fuss, that many people are unaware of what has been achieved. Don't expect to find anything so wild or so big as a national park, or anything as small and tame as your local recreation room. Country parks come somewhere between the two, with the accent on leisure rather than conservation.

Ten years ago the country park was nothing more than an idea floated in a Government White Paper called Leisure in the Countryside
 . Today there are well over 100 country parks flourishing in nearly every corner of England and Wales, and more parks are in the pipeline.


They were designed to serve three basic purposes: to make it easier for town dwellers, to enjoy the open air without traveling too far and adding to traffic congestion, to ease the pressure on the more remote and solitary
 places; and above all, perhaps, in the words of the White Paper, to reduce the risk of damage to the countryside—aesthetic
 , as well as physical—which often comes about when people simply settle down for an hour or a day where it suits them, somewhere “in the country”—to the inconvenience and indeed the expense of the countryman who lives there.


A good country park will certainly be readily accessible for cars and pedestrians
 and you may be able to reach it by public transport. It will cover at least 25 acres and may contain woods, open parkland or a stretch of water. It may even be on the coast.

Some country parks provide refreshment facilities, picnic sites, information centers and a warden service. All of them have car parks and toilets. There may be an admission fee or a charge for parking your car, and a few parks close during the winter, so it is best to check before setting out. The great thing about country parks is that they are prepared for people. So you feel really welcome in the countryside.

In some parks you can swim, sail, fish, row or go horse riding. Others offer quieter pleasures: nature trails, gardens, ancient monuments, fine views.

The commonest type of park is the traditional parkland of some bygone ancestral estate, sometimes with the great house or castle still intact within the grounds, as at Elvaston Castle, near Derby. By there is no truly typical country park. In landscape terms their range is immense: downs, cliffs, woods, moors. Heaths, even reclaimed mineral workings, old gravel pits and abandoned railway lines have been transformed with the aid of cash handouts
 from the Countryside Commission.

11. British people can go to country parks_____.

A. to enjoy leisure time and the magnificent views

B. to show off their wealth

C. under the influence of the green revolution

D. just to enjoy beautiful scenery

12. Country parks differ from a national park in that the former_____.

A. are rich in diversity

B. pose a danger to the countryside

C. are off the tourist trails

D. lack many necessary facilities

13. We can learn from the passage that more country parks_____.

A. close during the winter

B. are being demolished

C. change the admission fee

D. are under construction

14. The conclusion can be drawn from the passage that many country parks would not have come into existence without_____.

A. the contribution of local residents

B. the aid of government agencies at all levels

C. the participation of enthusiasts

D. the advertisement of their essential attractions

15. It is implied in the passage that_____.

A. visitors are charged for parking their cars

B. many outsiders may be ignorant of country parks

C. country parks are built on waste and ruins

D. country parks are inaccessible by public transport



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


solitary adj.
 孤独的

aesthetic adj.
 美学的，审美的

pedestrian n.
 步行者

handout n.
 分发的金钱


难句译文


这种设计有三个基本目的：方便城镇居民，让他们不用到很远的地方、不用忍受交通拥挤而享受到户外空气，同时减少偏远地区的压力；最重要的或许是白皮书上所说的，减少对乡村破坏的威胁——从审美方面以及自然方面来说——人们常常仅在那里找个适合的地方待上一个小时或一天，这种威胁就会产生，这对于居住在那里的人来说确实造成了麻烦和损失。



Passage Four

Words: 402, Time: 9 mins

Samuel Johnson, the great writer and critic of eighteenth-century England, once said “The future is purchased by the present.” This concise
 and truthful comment forces us to ask, “Are we willing to be more conservative in our life requirements, and are we willing to moderate our use of the world's resources to insure a better environment and a greater abundance of natural wealth for others today throughout the world and for future generations? Can we, in fact, reduce our consumption of petroleum, coal and electricity, in order to reduce the pollution and environmental pressures created by excessive
 energy use and to allow others to live a better life? Are we willing to spend more money for pollution control and environmental restoration? Are we willing to devote more effort to recycling? Can we moderate our demand for fat-rich diets and super-processed convenience food? Can we reduce world-wide militarism
 and violence so that fewer of the earth's resources are spent on security forces and machines of destruction?”

These are some of the central issues of the twentieth century, and ones on which the quality of present and future environments may depend. We all recognize many attributes
 of modern civilizations and life styles which are ecologically expensive, but in order to change them we must change both our attitudes and our habits. Coupled with this need for a change in our attitudes and life styles, there is a clear need for greater knowledge and wisdom in coping with the problems of our demographic and technological success. There is a strong case for the establishment of a new phase of environmental awareness, called “earthmanship”. Such an awareness would recognize not only the complexity and interdependence of the ecosphere（生态圈）, but also the need to preserve the ecological and cultural diversity of the world, the integrity and stability of its natural communities, and the dignity and freedom of human populations.
 The concept of earthmanship does not ignore human values, nor does it exclude economic progress, but it does emphasize that such progress must come through greater understanding and more harmonious cooperation with nature. An economist, Ernest Schumacher, stated the case very well, when he wrote, “Wisdom demands a new orientation of science and technology towards the organic, the gentle, the nonviolent, the elegant and the beautiful...We must look for a revolution in technology (and the human spirit) which will reverse
 the destructive trends now threatening us all.”

16. The passage implies that our present technological achievements_____.

A. are successful but not harmful

B. have not been recognized

C. bring about both positive and negative results

D. are changing in recent time

17. The passage suggests that _____.

A. earthmanship awareness ignores economic progress

B. our attitudes and habits must be improved first before we can do anything to reduce environmental pollution

C. automobiles are helpful in transportation

D. it is essential to develop the present rather that the future

18. The word “attributes” in Paragraph 2 means _____.

A. accords

B. ways

C. partitions

D. qualities

19. The author of the passage seems to be _____.

A. against future changes in our life styles

B. positive about our present situation

C. serious in seeing a better awareness of the nature

D. sorry for a decrease in defence expenditure

20. What is the best title for the passage?

A. Technological Achievements.

B. Environmental Pollution.

C. Economical Progress and Better Awareness of the Nature.

D. The Future Is Purchased by the Present.



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


concise adj.
 简练的

excessive adj.
 过多的

militarism n.
 军国主义

reverse vt.
 颠倒，倒转


难句译文


这种意识不仅能够使人们认识到生态圈的复杂与相互依赖性，还会使人们认识到我们需要维持世界生态与文化的多样性、自然群落的完整性与稳定性，以及人类的尊严与自由。





答案速查：



[image: 315]


Passage One


文章精要：


文章指出，全球变暖将使海洋浮游植物窒息，进而反过来加剧全球变暖的情况。浮游植物能吸收大量二氧化碳，而二氧化碳含量的增加是造成全球变暖的主要原因。有经济学家指出，如果现在不采取措施解决气候变化问题，以后就要花更多的钱才能解决问题。


答案解析：


1. C　主旨题。文章第一段指出，全球变暖将会使海洋表层的微生物窒息，进而加速气候变化；第二段指出，浮游植物不仅是海洋食物链的基础，而且还能吸收大量二氧化碳；接下来的几段进一步论述了浮游植物减少与全球变暖的关系；最后一段呼吁解决气候变化问题。综合可知，文章主要论述了全球变暖和浮游植物减少相互影响的关系，所以C正确。

2. A　细节题。文章第二段指出，浮游植物每天能吸收大气中1亿吨的二氧化碳，所以A正确。该段指出，浮游植物是海洋食物链的基础，但并未表明浮游植物是食物链的惟一基础，故排除B；第一段提到，浮游植物的减少会加速气候的改变，但并未提到浮游植物本身可以加速气候的改变，故排除C；第三段首句提到，浮游植物的许多营养都是从较冷的海洋深处得到的，故排除D。

3. D　推断题。文章第五段指出，尽管浮游植物体积很小，但是地球上大约一半的光合作用都是由浮游植物完成的，浮游植物把大量的二氧化碳转化成有机碳作为海洋生态系统的食物，由此推断，浮游植物在光合作用中所起的作用就是将二氧化碳转化成有机碳，所以D正确。

4. D　推断题。文章第六段指出，NASA通过Sea WiFS卫星测量了海水颜色的变化，这种变化是由浮游植物密集程度的改变所引起的，这些微小的植物越密集，海水的颜色就越绿，由此推断，NASA测量海水颜色的变化是为了确定浮游植物密集程度，所以D正确。

5. B　推断题。文章最后一段指出，世界银行前首席经济学家尼古拉斯·斯特恩所做的全面研究发现，如果现在解决气候变化的问题可能需要花费全球经济产量的1%，如果耽搁的话，这个数字将增长20倍，由此推断，如果现在不采取措施解决气候变化的问题，那么以后就要花更多的钱来解决这个问题，所以B正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


未加制止的气候变化可能造成72%的鸟类灭绝，有充分证据证明气候变化影响着鸟类的行为。因全球变暖而导致的鸟类关键食物的提早出现，以及鸟类栖息地的减少，都使得鸟类的数量越来越少。


答案解析：


6. A　主旨题。文章第一段指出，未加制止的气候变化可能造成72%的鸟类灭绝；第三段提到，有充分的证据证明气候变化影响着鸟类的行为；接下来的几段指出，全球变暖使得候鸟吃不到提早出现的关键食物，还导致鸟类栖息地的减少，进而可能导致部分鸟类灭绝。综合可知，作者认为全球变暖可能造成鸟类的灭绝，所以A正确。

7. B　推断题。文章第三段最后指出，有充分的证据证明气候变化影响着鸟类的行为，有些候鸟甚至都不迁徙了，结合上文可知，此处所说的气候变化就是全球变暖，由此可知，有些候鸟不迁徙是因为全球变暖影响了它们的行为，所以B正确。

8. B　推断题。文章第五段指出，如果执行强硬的气候保护目标，同时减少温室气体的排放以使全球变暖所导致的温度增长保持在低于工业化前两摄氏度的水平，那么就可以防止“更加极端的灭绝情况”的发生。由此推断，执行强硬的气候保护目标有助于防止鸟类灭绝，所以B正确。

9. C　语义题。文章第六段指出，在欧洲和美国，许多候鸟现在吃不到由于全球变暖而出现得越来越早的关键食物；第七段举例说明，在加拿大北部，春天蚊子繁殖和达到最高数量的时间提前了，而那里的海鸟还没有调整它们的行为，再结合被考查词所在句的句意“在荷兰，类似的_____导致在过去20年间小斑姬翁鸟的数量减少了90%”推断可知，mismatch指的应该就是上文提到的，鸟类没有改变的迁徙时间和食物改变的出现时间之间的不平衡，所以C正确。

10. D　细节题。文章最后一段列举了全球变暖可能导致灭绝的鸟类，其中第二句指出，在欧洲，濒临灭绝的西班牙白肩雕现在大多只能在自然保护区和公园里找到，西班牙白肩雕预计将会灭绝，所以D正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


在过去，乡村公园仅仅是一种概念，而如今已经有100多座各式各样的乡村公园在英格兰和威尔士建成。人们可以到乡村公园享受休闲时光。文章介绍了乡村公园的不同风格、形式和特点。


答案解析：


11. A　推断题。文章第三段指出，建立乡村公园有三个基本目的：让城镇居民无需远行和承受交通拥挤之苦就可以轻松享受户外空气，缓解更远、更荒僻的地方的压力，最重要的是减少对乡村美景和生态的破坏，由此推断，英国人去乡村公园可以一边欣赏风景，一边尽情放松，所以A正确。

12. A　推断题。文章后五段着重介绍了乡村公园的不同风格和特点，由此推断，乡村公园的形式要比国家公园丰富得多，所以A正确。原文并未提到乡村公园威胁到了乡村，也未提到乡村公园远离了旅游路线，更未提到乡村公园缺少必要的设施，故排除其他三项。

13. D　推断题。文章第二段最后一句提到，更多的公园正在准备之中，结合上文可知，此处提到的公园就是乡村公园，由此推断，有更多的乡村公园正在建设之中，所以选D。A（在冬天歇业）、B（正在被破坏）、C（改变门票费用）均与原文不符。

14. B　推断题。文章第二段指出，10年前乡村公园的概念就已出现在政府白皮书上；最后一句又提到了乡村委员会的现金资助，由此推断，如果没有各级政府部门的资助，乡村公园就不可能出现，因此选B。

15. B　推断题。文章第一段提到，乡村正在进行绿色革命，但是它进行得非常安静，不怎么轰动，使得很多人都不知道发生了什么，再结合下文可知，此处所说的绿色革命就是乡村公园，由此推断，可能有很多人都不了解乡村公园，故选B。

Passage Four


文章精要：


“现在决定未来”，这一说法使得人类必须思考现存的问题，因为这些问题决定着现在的生活质量以及未来的环境质量。想要保护环境、改变现状，人类就必须改变自己的观念和生活习惯，并建立环保意识。


答案解析：


16. C　推断题。文章第二段第二句指出，我们都认识到现代文明和生活方式的许多特征，而这些特征在生态上是要付出昂贵代价的；第三句提到，人类需要更多的知识和智慧来处理人口增长和科技成功所带来的问题，由此推断，当前所取得的技术成就既有积极的一面，也造成了消极的影响，所以C正确。

17. B　推断题。文章第二段第二句指出，我们都认识到现代文明和生活方式的许多特征，而这些特征在生态上是要付出昂贵代价的，为了改变这些特征，我们必须改变我们的观念和习惯，再结合上下文可知，此处所说的生态上昂贵的代价应该就是环境污染等问题，由此推断，想要减少环境污染就必须首先改变我们的观念和习惯，所以B正确。

18. D　语义题。被考查词所在句意为“我们都认识到现代文明和生活方式的许多_____，这些特征在生态上是要付出昂贵代价的”，再结合选项A（一致）、B（方式）、C（分割）、D（性质）可知，只有D符合句意，在此表示“性质，特质”。

19. C　推断题。文章第二段第四句提到，earthmanship即为建立的新的环境意识；第六句提到，earthmanship的观念没有忽视人的价值，没有排除经济进步，而是强调此类进步必须来自对自然更好的理解以及与自然更加和谐的合作，由此推断，作者希望看到人们对自然有更好的理解，所以C正确。

20. D　主旨题。文章第一段指出，一个伟大的作家和评论家提出“现在决定未来”的观点，这一说法使我们必须思考现存的问题；第二段提到，这些问题决定着现在的生活质量和未来的环境，为了改变这些，我们必须先改变我们的观念和习惯，并建立环境意识，在发展经济的同时更多地理解自然，同自然合作。综合可知，作者主要论述了出于对未来环境的考虑我们现在应该怎样做，所以D正确。

提高篇

Unit 3


【答案链接】


Passage One

Words: 517, Time: 10.5 mins

As the American West enters its fifth year of drought—the longest stretch in 108 years—the region's cities are instituting sweeping water-usage restrictions
 and conservation programs. In Aurora, Colo., where the reservoir system is at just 26% capacity and is expected to reach only half of normal levels by summer, planting new trees and shrubs is prohibited, and privately owned pools may not be filled.

In the thirsty, growing cities of Southern California, however, simple conservation simply won't do the trick. This region imports more than 80% of its water from neighboring states. And even though it jealously guards those arrangements, they won't be enough to compensate for the rapid growth that lies just ahead: San Diego County's population alone is projected to rise about 29% by 2020, from 2.84 million to 3.67 million.


Drastic
 times call for drastic measures, so state water agencies are turning to desalination（脱盐作用）, a technology that makes ocean and brackish（有盐味的）water drinkable by stripping it of salt and other minerals. California has plans in various stages to build 13 desalination plants along its coastline. The projects will cost billions, but planners say they'll provide a far more reliable supply for California residents than waiting for Mother Nature to adjust her weather patterns.

Since just 3% of water on earth is fresh, this is a step that would have to be taken anyway as the global population grows. “Desalination will create a drought-proof supply of water,” says Bob Yamada, the San Diego Water Authority's seawater-desalination program manager. He adds that 20 years from now, 10% to 20% of the state's water could come from the ocean. The American Water Works Assn., a Denver based nonprofit dedicated to improving drinking water quality and supply, predicts that the market for desalination plants and equipment, now just $2 billion, will grow to more than $70 billion over the next two decades.

Environmentalists embrace desalination. Studies show that pumping the cooling water and concentrate back into the ocean raises its salinity
 by less than 1%, which is equivalent to the natural rise and fall. Barry Nelson, a senior policy analyst with the Natural Resources Defense Council, says he became a proponent
 of desalination when a June, 1999, California report demonstrated that it was cheaper than building new dams, which often have a huge environmental impact.

Nelson still worries about energy consumption and coastal disruption. But he adds that “desalination is no longer on the lunatic
 fringe. It has entered the mainstream. That means we look at desalt projects on a case-by-case basis, as we would any other legitimate water policy.”

As the technology continues to improve, experts say it'll fast become a solution not only for municipalities but for hotels and resorts, corporations, and, someday, homeowners. Privately held water-treatment outfit Matrix Water, based in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., is installing a desalination plant that will process 800,000 gallons of water per day for the new Emerald Bay Four Seasons Resort in the Bahamas. And the new U.S. Homeland Security Dept. is investigating ways of using reverse osmosis
 to protect the nation's water supply from bio-terrorism.

1. Water conservation programs alone won't solve the problem in Southern California because_____.

A. it is confronting an unprecedented drought in 108 years

B. private citizens are consuming a lot more water than before

C. it imports a large proportion of its water from other states

D. population in the cities of this area is always growing fast

2. The third paragraph is written to_____.

A. discuss the cause of the decline of water supply

B. introduce a solution to the issue of water shortage

C. explain the way in which desalination develops

D. exemplify the different ways to solve the problem

3. Barry Nelson became a supporter of desalination owing to its_____.

A. universal support among environmentalists

B. contribution to natural resources

C. low cost and little damage to environment

D. advantage to natural defense

4. Nelson's attitude towards desalination programs can best be described as one of_____.

A. qualified approval

B. unreserved support

C. slight indifference

D. absolute pessimism

5. The expression “reverse osmosis” (Line 6, Para. 7) most probably refers to_____.

A. costal disruption

B. technology

C. antiterrorism policies

D. desalination



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


restriction n.
 限制，约束

drastic adj.
 激烈的

salinity n.
 盐度

proponent n.
 支持者

lunatic adj.
 疯狂的



Passage Two

Words: 457, Time: 10 mins

The extent of a nation's power over its coastal ecosystems and the natural resources in its coastal waters has been defined by two international law doctrines: freedom of the seas and adjacent
 state sovereignty. Until the mid-twentieth century, most nations favored application of broad open-seas freedoms and limited sovereign
 rights over coastal waters. ①A nation had the right to include within its territorial dominion only a very narrow band of coastal waters (generally extending three miles from the shoreline), within which it had the authority, but not the responsibility, to regulate all activities.
 But, because this area of territorial dominion was so limited, most nations did not establish rules for management or protection of their territorial waters.

Regardless of whether or not nations enforced regulations in their territorial waters, large ocean areas remained free of controls or restrictions. The citizens of all nations had the right to use these unrestricted ocean areas for any innocent purpose, including navigation and fishing. Except for controls over its own citizens, no nation had the responsibility to control such activities in international waters. And, since there were few standards of conduct that applied on the “open seas”, there were few jurisdictional conflicts between nations.

The lack of standards is traceable to popular perceptions held before the middle of the last century. ②By and large, marine pollution was not perceived as a significant problem, in part because the adverse effect of coastal activities on ocean ecosystems was not widely recognized, and pollution caused by human activities was generally believed to be limited to that caused by navigation.
 Moreover, the freedom to fish, or over fish, was an essential element of the traditional legal doctrine
 of freedom of the seas that no maritime country wished to see limited. And finally, the technology that later allowed exploitation of other ocean resources, such as oil, did not yet exist.

To date, controlling pollution and regulating ocean resources have still not been comprehensively addressed by law, but two recent developments may actually lead to future international rules providing for ecosystem management. First, the establishment of extensive fishery zones, extending territorial authority as far as 200 miles out from a country's coast, has provided the opportunity for nations individually to manage larger ecosystems. ③This opportunity, combined with national self-interest in maintaining fish populations, could lead nations to reevaluate policies for management of their fisheries and to address the problem of pollution in territorial waters.
 Second, the international community is beginning to understand the importance of preserving the resources and ecology of international waters and to show signs of accepting responsibility for doing so. Thus it will become more likely that international standards and policies for broader regulation of human activities that affect ocean ecosystems will be adopted and implemented
 .

6. Before the mid-twentieth century, nations failed to establish rules protecting their territorial waters because_____.

A. the waters appeared to be unpolluted and to contain unlimited resources

B. the fishing industry would be adversely affected by such rules

C. the size of the area that would be subject to such rules was insignificant

D. the technology needed for pollution control and resource management did not exist

7. Until the mid-twentieth century there were few jurisdictional disputes over international waters because_____.

A. the nearest coastal nations regulated activities

B. few controls or restrictions were applied to ocean areas

C. the ocean areas were used for only innocent purposes

D. broad authority over international waters was shared equally among all nations

8. The author suggests in the third paragraph that before the mid-twentieth century, most nations' actions indicated that_____.

A. managing ecosystems in either territorial or international waters was given low priority

B. unlimited resources in international waters resulted in little interest in territorial waters

C. a nation's authority over its citizenry ended at territorial lines

D. nations considered it their responsibility to protect territorial but not international waters

9. The passage as a whole can best be described as_____.

A. a chronology of the events that have led up to a present-day crisis

B. a legal inquiry into the abuse of existing laws and the likelihood of reform

C. a political analysis of the problems inherent in directing national attention to an international issue

D. a historical analysis of a problem that requires international attention

10. From the last paragraph we learn that the extension of fishery zones may be a good thing in that_____.

A. individual nations may in time take on greater responsibility for ocean protection

B. fish populations within coastal waters will increase as a result

C. the international community will begin to formulate laws to regulate human activities there

D. individual nations will make fuller use of ocean resources to benefit themselves



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


adjacent adj.
 邻近的

sovereign adj.
 自治的；拥有最高级别或统治权的

doctrine n.
 教条；法律原则

implement v.
 执行


难句译文


①国家有权把沿海岸的一小部分海域归为自己的领土（一般来说是海岸线三英里内），国家享有此范围的主权，但并不一定要负责管理所有的活动。

②基本上，人们并不把海域污染看作重大问题，部分原因是因为沿海活动对海洋生态系统造成的负面影响还没有得到广泛的认识，而且人们普遍认为人类活动造成的污染仅限于航海。

③这种契机以及国家在维持鱼类总量上的私利，可能致使国家对渔业管理政策进行重新评估，并致力于解决领海范围的污染问题。



Passage Three

Words: 550, Time: 11 mins

Picture a “ghost ship” sinking into the sand, left to rot on dry land by a receding sea. Then imagine dust storms sweeping up toxic pesticides and chemical fertilizers from the dry seabed and spewing them across towns and villages.

Seem like a scene from a movie about the end of the world? For people living near the Aral sea（咸海）in Central Asia, it's all too real. Thirty years ago, government planners diverted the rivers that flow into the sea in order to irrigate
 farmland. As a result, the sea has shrunk to half its original size, stranding（使搁浅）ships on dry land. The seawater has tripled in salt content and become polluted, killing all 24 native species of fish.

Similar large-scale efforts to redirect water in other parts of the world have also ended in ecological crisis, according to numerous environmental groups. But many countries continue to build massive dams and irrigation systems, even though such projects can create more problems than they fix. Why? People in many parts of the world are desperate for water, and more people will need more water in the next century.

“Growing populations will worsen problems with water,” says Peter H.Gleick, an environmental scientist at the Pacific Institute for studies in Development, Environment, and Security, a research organization in California. He fears that by the year 2025, as many as one-third of the world's projected 8.3 billion people will suffer from water shortages.

Only 2.5 percent of all water on Earth is freshwater, water suitable for drinking and growing food, says Sandra Postel, director of the Global Water Policy Project in Amherst, Mass. Two-thirds of this freshwater is locked in glaciers and ice caps. In fact, only a tiny percentage of freshwater is part of the water cycle, in which water evaporates and rises into the atmosphere, then condenses and falls back to Earth as precipitation（雨雪的降落）.

Some precipitation runs off land to lakes and oceans, and some becomes groundwater, water that seeps
 into the earth. Much of this renewable freshwater ends up in remote places like the Amazon river basin in Brazil, where few people live. In fact, the world's population has access to only 12,500 cubic kilometers of freshwater—about the amount of water in Lake Superior. And people use half of this amount already. “If water demand continues to climb rapidly,” says Postel, “there will be severe shortages and damage to the aquatic（水的）environment.”

Water woes may seem remote to people living in rich countries like the United States. But Americans could face serious water shortages too especially in areas that rely on groundwater. Groundwater accumulates in aquifers（地下蓄水层）, layers of sand and gravel that lie between soil and bedrock. (For every liter of surface water, more than 90 liters are hidden underground.) Although the United States has large aquifers, farmers, ranchers, and cities are tapping many of them for water faster than nature can replenish（补充）it. In northwest Texas, for example, overpumping has shrunk groundwater supplies by 25 percent, according to Postel.

Americans may face even more urgent problems from pollution. Drinking water in the United States is generally safe and meets high standards. Nevertheless, one in five Americans every day unknowingly drinks tap water contaminated
 with bacteria and chemical wastes, according to the Environmental Protection Agency.

11. The scene depicted in the first paragraph is_____.

A. what will happen at the end of the world

B. the real situation in Central Asia

C. a scene from an old movie

D. the imagination of people living near the Aral sea

12. Many countries are redirecting water at the risk of ecological crisis because_____.

A. they want to build massive dams and irrigation systems

B. their people are desperate for water

C. there are more people in those countries than in other countries

D. they have already suffered ecological crisis

13. What can we know about freshwater from the passage?

A. Most water on Earth is freshwater.

B. Freshwater is only suitable for growing food.

C. Nearly all freshwater is part of the water cycle.

D. Most freshwater is in the form of ice.

14. Americans face serious water shortages in areas relying on groundwater as_____.

A. they are tapping many of the aquifers for water faster than nature can replenish it

B. there are too many people using the limited groundwater

C. the aquifers can only hold limited groundwater

D. people from other areas come to those areas for groundwater

15. Americans may face urgent problems of_____.

A. limited tap water

B. too many chemical wastes

C. various bacteria

D. polluted drinking water



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


irrigate vt.
 灌溉

seep vi.
 渗漏

contaminate vt.
 污染



Passage Four

Words: 510, Time: 10.5 mins

The discovery of the Antarctic not only proved one of the most interesting of all geographical adventures, but created what might be called “the heroic age of Antarctic exploration”. By their tremendous heroism, men such as Shackleton, Scott, and Amundsen caused a new continent to emerge from the shadows, and yet that heroic age, little more than a century old, is already passing. ①Modern science and inventions are revolutionizing the techniques of former explorers, and, although still calling for courage and feats of endurance, future journeys into these icy wastes will probably depend on motor vehicles equipped with caterpillar（履带式车辆）traction rather than on the dogs that earlier discoverers found so invaluable.


Few realize that this Antarctic continent is almost equal in size to South America, and enormous field of work awaits geographers and prospectors. The coasts of this continent remain to be accurately charted, and the mapping of the whole of the interior presents formidable
 task to the cartographers
 who undertake the work. ②Once their labors are completed, the vast natural resources which scientists believe will furnish one of the large treasure hoards of metals and minerals the world has yet known, an almost inexhaustible
 source of copper, coal, uranium, and many other ores will become available to man.
 Such discoveries will usher in an era of practical exploitation of the Antarctic wastes.

③The polar darkness which hides this continent for the six winter months will be defeated by huge batteries of light, and make possible the establishing of air fields for the future inter-continental air service by making these areas as light as day.
 Present flying routes will completely change, for the Antarctic refueling bases will make flight from Australia to South America comparatively easy over the 5,000 miles journey.

The climate is not likely to offer an insuperable
 problem, for the explorer Admiral Byrd has shown that the climate is possible even for men completely untrained for expeditions into those frozen wastes. Some of his party was men who had never seen snow before, and yet he records that they survived the rigors of the Antarctic climate comfortably, so that, provided that the appropriate installations are made, we may assume that human beings from all countries could live there safely. Byrd even affirms
 that it is probably the healthiest climate in the world, for the intense cold of thousands of years has sterilized
 this continent, and rendered it absolutely germfree
 , with the consequences that ordinary and extraordinary sicknesses and disease from which man suffers in other zones with different climates are here utterly unknown. ④There exist no problems of conservation and preservation of food supplies, for the latter keep indefinitely without any signs of deterioration
 ; it may even be that later generations will come to regard the Antarctic as the natural storehouse for the whole world.
 Plans are already on foot to set up permanent bases on the shores of this continent, and what so few years ago was regarded as a “dead continent” now promises to be a most active center of human life and endeavor.

16. When did man begin to explore the Antarctic?

A. About 100 years ago

B. In this century.

C. At the beginning of the 19th century

D. In 1798.

17. What must the explorers be, even though they have modern equipment and techniques?

A. Brave and tough

B. Stubborn and arrogant.

C. Well-liked and humorous

D. Stout and smart.

18. What kind of metals and minerals can we find in the Antarctic?

A. Magnetite, coal and oil

B. Copper, coal and uranium.

C. Silver, natural gas and uranium

D. Aluminum, copper and natural gas.

19. What is planned for the continent?

A. Building dams along the coasts.

B. Setting up several summer resorts along the coasts.

C. Mapping the coast and the whole territory.

D. Setting up permanent bases on the coasts.

20. The most healthy climate in the world is_____.

A. in South America

B. in the Arctic Region

C. in the Antarctic Continent

D. in the Atlantic Ocean



阅读小帮手



核心词汇


formidable adj.
 艰难的

cartographer n.
 地图制作者

inexhaustible adj.
 无穷无尽的

insuperable adj.
 不能制胜的，不能克服的

affirm v.
 断言

sterilize vt.
 使无菌

germfree adj.
 无菌的

deterioration n.
 退化；变坏


难句译文


①现代科学和发明正在彻底变革前人的探险技术，虽然未来进入这些冰雪荒地仍然需要勇气和耐力，但更可能依赖于履带式机动车辆的牵引而不是早前探险家们眼中的无价之宝——雪橇犬。

②一旦他们竣工，大量的自然资源将唾手可得，科学家们相信这些自然资源可以为人类提供许多未知金属和矿物宝藏，几乎取之不尽的铜、煤、铀和许多其他的矿石资源。

③冬季中长达半年的极夜遮掩了陆地，但是一组组巨大的照明灯将解决这个问题，使这些地方像白天一样明亮，为未来的洲际航空服务建造机场也成为了可能。

④食物的保存和存储没有任何问题，因为食物可以长期储存而没有任何变质的迹象，下一代人甚至可能会把南极看作全世界的天然仓库。





答案速查：



[image: 327]


Passage One


文章精要：


由于持续干旱，美国西部城市面临水荒，因此政府开始实行节水措施和用水限制。为了解决缺水问题，加州水管理部门开始计划利用海水脱盐技术制造淡水。文章具体论述了海水脱盐技术的可行性及其优点。


答案解析：


1. D　推断题。文章第二段指出，在南加州缺水的、不断发展的城市中，单靠节水是无法解决问题的，该地区有80%的水是从邻近州输入的，但却无法满足迅速增长的需求，仅圣地亚哥一地的人口到2020年就将增长大约29%，由此推断，在南加州单靠节水计划解决不了问题是因为该地区人口增长过快，所以D正确。

2. B　推断题。文章第三段指出，非常时期需要非常的解决方案，因此州水管理部门开始求助于脱盐技术，通过去除海水和咸味水里的盐分和其他矿物质以使其变得可以饮用，计划者称，建设脱盐厂将为加州居民提供更为可靠的水源，由此推断，该段主要介绍了一种用于解决缺水问题的方案，所以B正确。

3. C　推断题。文章倒数第三段最后一句提到，1999年6月加州的一份报告表明，脱盐比新建大坝成本低，而新建大坝通常对环境有很大影响，因此巴里·纳尔逊开始支持脱盐，由此推断，巴里·纳尔逊成为脱盐的支持者是因为脱盐成本低，对环境破坏小，所以C正确。

4. A　观点态度题。尽管倒数第三段提到纳尔逊是脱盐的支持者，但倒数第二段开头指出，纳尔逊仍然担心能源消耗及破坏海岸线的问题，由此推断，他对脱盐项目的态度是有限度的支持，所以选A。B（无保留的支持）、C（略微冷漠）、D（非常悲观）均应排除。

5. D　语义题。文章最后一段指出，海水脱盐技术将迅速成为各界解决缺水问题的方案，一家私营水治理厂安装了一套脱盐设备来为一个旅游胜地制造淡水，由此可知，本段是围绕脱盐技术展开的，结合被考查短语所在句的句意“美国国土安全部正在研究利用_____保护国家水源不受生物恐怖主义破坏的方法”推断可知，此处所说的也应该是脱盐技术，所以D正确。

Passage Two


文章精要：


在20世纪中期之前，几乎没有法律或法规限制公海上的活动，因此任何人都有权在公海领域航行和捕捞，而海上污染问题并未引起重视。但如今，海洋生态问题引起了世人的重视，随着领海面积的扩大，人们将更加关注对海洋生态系统的保护。


答案解析：


6. C　推断题。文章第一段最后一句指出，由于国家领海的面积非常有限（只有三英里宽），所以大多数国家都没有制定管理或保护自己领海的条例，由此推断，当时国家没有制定保护领海的条例是因为受条例限制的领海的面积不大，显得无关紧要，所以C正确。

7. B　推断题。文章第二段最后指出，由于很少有管理标准被应用于远海地区，所以国家间没有什么司法冲突，由此推断，当时很少有有关国际公海的司法冲突是因为很少有管理条例或限制条例被应用于公海地区，所以B正确。

8. A　推断题。文章第三段指出，20世纪中叶以前，海上污染没有被看作是重要的问题，其部分原因是人们没有充分认识到沿海活动给海洋生态系统造成的不利影响，而由人类活动所导致的污染通常被认为只是由航海造成的，沿海国家也不愿意看到传统法律中自由捕鱼的规定受到限制，而且当时还不具备开采石油等海洋资源的技术，由此推断，当时那些国家不够重视对领海和公海海域生态系统的管理，所以A正确。

9. D　主旨题。本文前三段分析了20世纪中叶以前海洋生态系统管理缺乏规范的原因，最后一段分析了人们开始重视该问题的原因，最后一句更是指出国际上将出台规定和政策来规范影响海洋生态系统的人类活动。综合推断可知，本文从历史的角度分析了值得引起国际关注的海洋生态问题，所以D正确。

10. A　推断题。文章最后一段指出，最近两个方面的发展趋势可能在实际上促成制定管理生态系统的国际法规：一是将领海范围扩大到海岸线外200英里，这使得国家有机会管理更大的生态系统，此外国家为了自身利益而保持鱼类数量，很可能重新考虑渔业管理政策，并重视领海污染的问题，由此推断，领海范围的扩大使国家在保护海洋方面承担了更大的责任，因此是件好事，所以A正确。

Passage Three


文章精要：


世界上大部分地区都存在缺水问题，许多国家为解决用水问题而建造大坝和灌溉系统，但却破坏了生态环境，同时人口增长使缺水问题更加严重。美国这样富有的国家同样面临严重的缺水问题，对于美国人而言，更为严重的问题是饮用水受到污染。


答案解析：


11. B　推断题。文章第一段描述了一个场景，第二段开头指出，这个场景像是电影里世界末日的场景，对于生活在中亚咸海附近的人们来说，都是真实存在的，由此推断，第一段所描述的场景是中亚地区的真实情况，所以B正确。

12. B　细节题。文章第三段指出，类似的大规模调水工程会造成生态危机，但是许多国家继续建造大坝和灌溉系统，尽管这些工程带来的问题比其解决的问题还要多，原因就是世界上许多地方的人们非常需要水，由此可知，许多国家冒着生态危机的风险调水是因为人民需要水，所以B正确。

13. D　推断题。文章第五段指出，地球上只有2.5%的水是淡水，即适合饮用和种植作物的水，有三分之二的淡水被封锁在冰河和冰冠里，由此推断，大多数淡水都是以冰的形式存在的，所以D正确。

14. A　细节题。文章倒数第二段指出，美国同样面临严重的缺水问题，特别是在依靠地下水的地区，尽管美国有很大的地下蓄水层，但是农场、牧场和城市居民取水的速度大于自然补水的速度，所以A正确。

15. D　推断题。文章最后一段指出，美国可能面临因污染而导致的更为严重的问题，美国饮用水通常都是安全的，达到很高的标准，尽管如此，每天还有五分之一的美国人不知不觉地喝了被细菌和化学废物污染的水，由此推断，美国可能面临的紧急问题是饮用水受到污染的问题，所以D正确。

Passage Four


文章精要：


南极被人们看成是所有地理探险中最有趣的地方，而由于南极特殊的地理环境，那里的气候是世界上最有益于健康的气候。如今人们正计划在南极建立永久性勘测基地。不久前被认为是“死亡之洲”的南极大陆将在未来成为人类生活和奋斗的中心。


背景知识：


南极是地球上最寒冷、最多风的地方。这里98%的面积被广袤无垠的冰层覆盖着，有些地方的冰层厚达4.8公里。这里曾记录到世界最低温度——零下89.2℃。南极大陆完全被海洋所包围，海上西风强劲，大风从南极内陆高原吹向沿海低地，风速可达每小时290公里。


答案解析：


16. A　推断题。文章第一段第二句指出，谢克雷登、斯戈特和艾门得逊等人以他们大无畏的英雄创举，使一块新大陆从阴影中清晰地显现在人们面前，而那个刚满一百年的英雄时代已经过去了，此处的新大陆即为南极大陆，由此推断，人类应该是在大约一百年前开始探索南极的，所以A正确。

17. A　推断题。文章第一段最后一句指出，现代科学和发明正在彻底改变先前探险者所运用的技术，尽管仍需要勇气和耐力，由此推断，探险者即便有了现代装备和技术的辅助，还是要具备勇气与坚忍不拔的毅力，所以A正确。

18. B　细节题。文章第二段倒数第二句指出，南极大陆蕴藏着几乎取之不尽的铜、煤、铀和许多其他矿物资源供人类使用，只有B项与原文相符。

19. D　细节题。文章最后一段最后一句指出，人们已经打算在南极大陆的海岸边建立永久性基地，所以D正确。

20. C　细节题。文章最后一段第三句指出，伯德甚至断言南极的气候或许是世界上最有益于健康的气候，故选C。

环境类词汇大本营

adjacent adj.
 邻近的

aesthetic adj.
 美学的，审美的

affirm v.
 断言

amplify vt.
 放大，增强

cartographer n.
 地图制作者

concentration n.
 集中；浓度

concise adj.
 简练的

conservation n.
 保护

contaminate vt.
 污染

deterioration n.
 退化；变坏

disastrous adj.
 灾难性的

doctrine n.
 教条；法律；原则

drastic adj.
 激烈的

drill v.
 钻孔

drought n.
 干旱

eccentric adj.
 古怪的

ecosystem n.
 生态系统

evaporate v.
 （使）蒸发

excessive adj.
 过多的

formidable adj.
 艰难的

germfree adj.
 无菌的

handout n.
 分发的金钱

hatch v.
 孵化

implement v.
 执行

inexhaustible adj.
 无穷无尽的

insuperable adj.
 不能制胜的，不能克服的

irrigate vt.
 灌溉

irrigation n.
 灌溉

lunatic adj.
 疯狂的

marine adj.
 海产的

migratory adj.
 迁移的

militarism n.
 军国主义

molecule n.
 分子

monitor vt.
 监控

pastime n.
 消遣

pedestrian n.
 步行者

plateau n.
 高地，高原

proponent n.
 支持者

pygmy adj.
 微小的

restriction n.
 限制，约束

reverse vt.
 颠倒，倒转

salinity n.
 盐度

seep vi.
 渗漏

sketchy adj.
 粗略的

solitary adj.
 孤独的

sovereign adj.
 自治的；拥有最高级别或统治权的

sterilize vt.
 使无菌

tackle vt.
 处理

trample v.
 践踏

unabated adj.
 不减弱的

vegetation n.
 植被
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