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(To help you understand present American thinking about China
I have appended two peoplc’s opinins. Both are from this week's New
York Times. The New York Times is probably America's most important
newspaper for foreign affairs. On Monday. there was an editorial from
William Safire. He is a conservative, often critical of Clinton. He is also
itical of Chinesc leaders. including human rights problems, spying and
nuclear secrets. iltegal contributions ta Clintor's campaign funds and so
forth.In his opinion, China's leaders have used an  “accident of w to
further their interests. He says that Clinton has already apologized too
much and that actually China's leaders have slandered America when they
he bombing was intentional,so they should be apologizing to the US.
He goes on 1o talk about spying, human rights, and illegal campaign
contributions with the implication that the reason that Clinton 1s 50 soft on
China is because he has accepted money trom Chinese sources.]
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He supports Clinton, saying that China 1s very complicated and Ameri-
cans must not have a simplistic view. He writes that cven while some
Chinese including Chinese Ieaders were inappropriately critical of the US.
others were welcoming Amencan tourists and American investment
Chinese both love us and hate us. He continues 1o say that China
successful economy has produced self-confidence. On the one hand,he
points out that if America, as the world's only super power. tries to telt
other countries how to run their aftairs, it will certainly arouse oppasition.
On the other hand. he notes that China's leaders use this rightful self-
confidence to stir up nationalism that distracts attention from human rights
and corruption. Finatly. he notes that democratization is a long-term
process. so the United States should bave a long-term pohicy.)
FUPRIA L Safire R EIEMPERER, TR, RS
A& Clinton %f3h R A REENA LXK,
g A, AT Clinton W58 b 8 M S W58, 4 Clinton MK ity
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(Or course 1 think that Safire is a dangerous commeniator and
completely oppose his line. But he has a lot of friends in the americar
congress. clmeon's china policy also has a lot of sclpporters, including in
the bus iness community. But Clinton needs help from China’s leaders.
The attacks on Clintonare already ver/y fierce. essentially that he has sold

out his country for money. If his policy

leaders do not recognize that he has suffered a great deal for rying to

improve the relationship. he and others like him may well conclude that

there is no value in pursuing that route.
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This morning I finished reading your article. Various things had
caused delay. I think you are a couragcous man. | am afraid that it won't

only be forcign students who will be very critical of what
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HA KR ARG iET ©. SHRRB, BBERR
RALESMIFROER

[1 have long struggled with the issue of nationalism. [ would like to
think of myself as an American patriot. | want America 10 be true 10 its
ideals. T do not want an America that acts as an international bully, or
where people are treated differently depending on the color of their skin

Some people think that this sort of thinking is not at all patritic.]
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(Yugoslavia's leader, Milosevic.has a disastrous personal history.
Prior to the Kosovo crisis he and people he supports had already commit-
ted crimes resembling genocide. Some people criticize China's human
rights problem, but no serious person s that China's present leaders
have committed any crimes on that scale.]
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(Because Kosovo is in Europe, many Europeans are particularly
concerned French and Germans can drive for a few hours to enjoy
summer holidays in Yugoslavia. I am afraid that more than a few people
think that while Africans and Asians can do any evil thing they like the
standards for Europe nced to be a bit higher.NATO has not taken any
actions over the tragedies in East Timor, Kashmir,Sri Laoka,or the various
African civil wars.)
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(American foreign policy is at least a little practical.Perhaps some

Chirese think that China has ye “stand up’.But American leaders

are very clear that China is a permanent member of the UN Security

Council that has nuclear weapons. Nor is Yugoslavia's economy as
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(1 am very glad 10 have received your letter. Please use it any way
you see fit.)

BOFEGHE. ERGAA 15 B RO, B
H -ELD & Chalmers Johnson 7% -/~ BB IS 48 H .
S EAERATERE— I CIA A B4R 41, Johnson 448

PR E
o XAV FOTHERY . AT &3 LIET Y 0E

0] M4 e X Bk

EEMAT ATHIE T MOBLE. BT,

Chal mers Johnson {1, -- M eRAL IS AR,
Fkeh AT RER - A TR CIA A B, Johnson 1548,
1 - - A BT o EIR A0 T 36 LG 1 7 e X Bk 1 A R

R TTRERS, T RFIHFTH G RA
AT PR AR S 4 £ B i3
(My viewpoint is similar to yours. Recen

scholar.Chalmers Johnson. posted a letter to an email forum which
suggested that the embassy bombing could have been the work of a rogue
CIA agent. There are people who think that China is a danger to the United
States and who fear that the United States is not properly attending to this
danger.Such a person might want 10 stir up conflict However,so far there

is no evidence 1o support this possibility
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slowed. And if the demonstrations do get out of hand'.then the process of
restoring public order would allow them to silence many other critics as
well. |
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