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　　我的第一本昆虫记

　　简介

　　孩子了解昆虫世界的第一扇窗

　　呼之欲出的小昆虫——视觉冲击

　　情趣盎然的小童诗——过目不忘

　　浅显生动的小知识——引发畅想

　　激发灵感的小问题——启迪智慧

　　外加——地道准确的英文翻译

　　这样一本小书，居然用了两年多的时间！它是怎样诞生的呢？

　　＊ 一位诗人妈妈觉得法布尔的《昆虫记》对小孩子有点枯燥，就尝试着写昆虫诗，结果自己的女儿很喜欢，很多孩子和家长也喜欢。

　　＊ 后来一位童书编辑和几位儿童节目主持人看到了这些诗，大家一致建议把这些昆虫诗做成一本小书。

　　＊ 他们在昆虫学家的指导下编写了浅显有趣的小知识，还有激发灵感的小问题。

　　＊ 他们找到了国内最擅长画昆虫的青年画家榆树。

　　＊ 为了让这本书更漂亮，他们找到了对色彩极有感觉的设计团队。

　　＊ 为了给双语家庭提供地道准确的英文翻译，他们又找到了哈佛大学语言专家乔西•斯坦伯格。

　　＊ 这样一本小书，他们居然用了两年多的时间！

　　＊ 现在，它已经成为很多孩子爱不释手的一本书！
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FIRST BOOK OF BUGS

%48 THE DUNG BEETLE

Roll, roll along,

1'm olling my ball of dung,

hurrying home.

Hey there, people on the road

Make way, make way.

Don’t gawk!

No matter how olhers stare,

1 wouldn't trade my fitle ball of dung for anything.

THE FACTS

The dung beelle feeds primariy on animal dung. When it dis-
covers some dung, it's in no hurry o start eafing. It shapes the
dung into a round little ball, then rolls it into its burrow for stor-
age before gradually consuming it Pregnant dung beelles even
lay their eggs on the ball of dung. so that when the ltle beefles
hatch, they will have something to eaf right away.

DO YOU KNOW

When the dung beefles roll the balls of dung, do their heads
face up or face down?

ANSWER
Face down.

2490 THE MANTIS

People all say my arms are foo long,
that theyre a fright fo look at.

But when people need 1o hail a cab,
1o doubt they’ll furn fo me.

For when your arms.

are as long as mine,

You're certain to be

in demand!

THE FACTS

The manis"s great big arms look so powerful, and indeed they
are pugnacious insects. When there isn’t enough fo eal, they
may even devour their spouses.

DO YOU KNOW
When mantis couples eat each other, who eats whom?

ANSWER
As a general rule, the wife will eat the husband.
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KA THE LONGHORN BEETLE

The oxcart is full loaded,
the plough has stopped ts work.
Oh longhorn beetle,
which shll be your labour?
“I don’t want o pullthe carl,
nor fo work in the fields.
1ust want fo slay in frees,
and be a happy lumberjack! *

THE FACTS

Longhorn beefles have long antennae, even longer thon their
own bodies. They like to liv in the trees and feed on bark. Be-
cause of their ox-like strength, ond because they fly about in the
sky, in Chinese they are called sky-oxen

DO YOU KNOW
Why the longhorn beetle is called a “lumberiack™?

ANSWER

In the lorval phase, the longhorn beele lves in the bark and
eas the wood. That makes the wood britle and easily broken,
5o the longhorn beefle s called the “lumberjack”

%45 THE MOLE CRICKET

What does the mole cricket most ke fo do?
fyou listen,

1 will tell you.

In the evening

he gnaws the crops away,

and in the dayime he dreams.

This rascal fives beneath the ground,
where no one can ever caich him

THE FACTS

The mole cricket can use it feet fo shovel and dig holes. It ives
in the litle cave it has made for himself, coming out at night
Because it lives underground, it lies 1o eat the seeds that have
just been planted and the roots of crops.

DO YOU KNOW

1f you want fo colch @ mole cricke by night, what should you
do?

ANSWER
You can lure it with a lantern, because mole crickes like light.

ENGLISH TEXT
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I8 THE FLY

Time to eat! Time to ea!

The it fly comes by.

His lile paws are fithy,

and he doesn"t wash hem when he eas
“Shoo him away,

shoo him away!

Everyone ries fogether.

“if you can’t be clean,

you'll just have o go hungry! ™

THE FACTS

Flies like fo eat all kinds of food. The funny thing is, they smell
through their two litle antenne. When they smell something,
they fly onto the food and faste the food with their fee, and only
then do they eat it

DO YOU KNOW
1f you look carefully, you'lI see that flies rub their forelegs. Why?

ANSWER
In order 1o break up their food.

ARl THE RHINOCEROS BEETLE

The rhinoceros beefle is all in armor,
snorting fo find someone fo batfe.
“Who dares fo challenge me?

Let’s fake this outside!

Everyone’s busy with their own alfairs,
and no one answers his faunts.

Oh, it you meet someone

who acts ke the thinoceros beefle,
the best thing to do is—ignore them!

THE FACTS

The rhinoceros beele is big and strong and looks very mighly
and dashing. It hos a single horn, and though it sure looks im-
pressive, 1’s not o weapon. People lie o keep these beelles as
pefs.

DO YOU KNOW
What gives the rhinoceros beelle its name?

ANSWER
The male has a single hom like a hinoceros. In Chinese, it's
called the fork-horned rhinoceros beefle, because of the shape
of the horn.

ENGLISH TEXT
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FIRST BOOK OF BUGS

441 THE GADFLY

Chomp, chomp,

the cow s chewing gross

On the sly,

the gadily pricks through her hide.

The cow has eaten her fil and eft
leaving her dung on the grass

The gadily has drunk enough and fles off,
leaving the cow a bump from his bite

THE FACTS

The gadly has a thick body, like a plus-size fly. He's a vicious
bloodsucking instincl, with a very sharp probosdis, so that he can
even pierce through the tough hide of the cow.

DO YOU KNOW
Why is @ gadfly called a blindfly?

ANSWER

Because the gadly flies fast and widy, it looks like it's fiying ran-
domly about and bumping info things.

$YF THE MOSQUITO

If someones voice s very quiel,
people say

“you're as quiet as a mosquito !
People who say things that

are full of nonsense.

At night | was just humming in his ear,
and he complained about

how loud | was!

THE FACTS

Mosquitoes have a very sharp sfinger, which allows them fo get
through the skin quickly fo suck human blood. Because the
mosquitoes" legs are so slim, when they alight on human skin,
they're not easly fell. That"s why we gef biffen before we no-
tice!

DO YOU KNOW
Can mosquitoes make a sound?

ANSWER

Mosaquitoes can’t make a sound. The humming noise we hear
comes from the vibration of its wings.
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12 THE GRASSHOPPER

The grosshopper hos six legs,
and never a leg fewer than that!
Two are for crouching,

Two are for jumping

Then there are two,

neither for crouching,

nor jumping,

but just for giving

mommy a hug

THE FACTS

Grasshoppers have highly developed legs, which allow them to
make great leaps. They also have wings, and are superb fliers,
allowing them to soar about for over fen hours af a fime.

DO YOU KNOW
Can grasshoppers fly and jump from birth?

ANSWER
No, when grasshoppers are small they don’t have wings. They
can only jump until their wings grow in, then they can fiy.

834 THE ANT

When there’s something good 1o eat,

what do you do?

Do you gobble it up yoursel,

or share it with your friends?

The litle ant

always chooses the laftr.

Because only f you olways share,

will there always be more yummy things fo come.

THE FACTS

1f on ant discovers food, i*ll mark it with his clan’s scent. When
members of the same clan discover this mark, they"ll carry the
food into their hole for everyone fo share.

DO YOU KNOW

When an ant dies, will his friends take him back fo their hole
and eat him up?

ANSWER
No, because anls won’t eat anything that shares their own
scen

ENGLISH TEXT
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A& THE DEAD LEAF BUTTERFLY

A dead lea flies by,

nothing 1o get excited about.
As long as the winds blowing,
anything can fly

8utif a buterfly is taken for
ofiing leaf and raked away,
who can grasp the sorrow

of s finy hear?

THE FACTS

The dead leaf butterfy likes fo land on bare branches or in
leaves on the ground. In form and color, its wings look just like a
dead leaf, which is what gives it ifs nome. Because of its ap-
pearance, ifs nalural predators have  hard fime finding it

DO YOU KNOW

Wht postures do dead leaf buterfies assume when alighting
on the branches?

ANSWER
Facing down, with their bottoms facing up.

K4 THE MOTH

Two little moths,
circling about the streeflamp.
‘What a bright and round moon! ™
e right, just wha | was thinking! ™
The moon peeks out
from her cover of clouds.
Oh dear, let’s hope she can't make out
‘what those moths are saying!

THE FACTS

The moths wings aren"t as bright or beauliul os he butterl's.
And their pattems of aclvly are diflrent oo, since moths are
always active af night.

DO YOU KNOW

Why do moths always like 1o fly towards or around sireetlamps
or other bright things?

ANSWER

Because moths use the moon af night fo navigate, they ofien
confuse the moon with streeflamps.

ENGLISH TEXT
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I THE TERMITE

Friends inviled me fo their home

and asked me what Id like to eat.

Isaid, “I don"t eat fish. | don"t eat meat.
Il just eat this big wooden table of yours.”
“Not the table,but anything else you like.”
“Then I'll eat the cabinets,

and the floor looks yummy foo!

THE FACTS

Termites like fo eat wood and can sometimes damage furniture.
Bul fermites are natural architects, foo, because they can build
their own nests. They make some of fheir nests on the ground,
some of them underground, some of them in the wals, and
some of them in trees.

DO YOU KNOW

In Chinese, fermites are called “white ants". Are fermites always
white?

ANSWER

Some of them are black, some are brown, and some are yellow.

M )’ IREVSEB—ARERIC
FIRST BOOK OF BUGS

There are many kinds of termites, and they come in different colors.

38 THE BUTTERFLY

Take a good look

af the butterly’s beautiul wings!

Who would believe that when it was small,
it was only a caterpillr,ugly ond chubby?
There are so many things

1 dare not think about,

for when I've grown up,

who knows what Il look like?

THE FACTS

1f you look carefully, you'll see that the butterly has lots of ftle
scales on ifs wings. These scales of striped colors not only give
he butterfy ts beauiful coat, but con even be used os a rain-
coat. Thanks o this wonderful coat, the butterly can keep flying
when it drizzles.

DO YOU KNOW
Do buterfis like fo fly in the day or af night?

ANSWER
Buterfes like to fly in the day.
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5% THE STINKBUG
Everyone says

itisn’t polie to farl,
polluting the air,
grossing everyone out.
But if the fort you farl,
can save your e,

a fart like that—

what’s wrong wih i?

THE FACTS

When o stinkbug is starled, it will release an unpleasant smell.
‘Although this smell can’t be used aggressively, it can protect the
slinkbug from its predators. Because predators will back off
when they smell e stink, the siinkbug can take the opportunity
1o escape.

DO YOU KNOW
Is the siinkbug's stnk really a farf?

ANSWER
No, the scent comes out of its chest.

B4R THE CRICKET

One of them is singing songs,
the other’s crooning corols.
You wont fo hear a duet?
Not on your lfe

50 long as the o of them
are together,

they"l be duels,

but no dues.

THE FACTS

Not only do cickels like fo chir, they're also great batlers.
When two crickels mee, they'll first chirp ot each other, then
start nipping of each other. In the end, the faled cricke! runs
away, and the victorious cricket lfs his wings up to fly, chirping
in great safisfaction.

DO YOU KNOW
Dol he crickets ke fo chirp and fight?

ANSWER
Only the male crickets can chirp, and only they like fo fight.

ENGLISH TEXT
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¥t THE CAVE CRICKET

Munching on leftover veggies and soup,

the cave cricket likes fo hang out in the kitchen.
Just ke the bibliophile drawn 10 the bookshop.
Just ke the shopoholic mad for the mall.
Everyone has his own hobbies,

and who's 1o say whats right or what's wrong.
1f one day the rest of us go hungry,

maybe he'll come through it unscathed!

THE FACTS
According fo the season, the cave cricket ives in different places
and eats different things. In summer they like to stay in the ari-
choke fields and eat the plants. In winter, they like to come in-
side and siay by the kitchen stove or other warm places, ealing
grains of rice and scraps of vegelables.

DO YOU KNOW

The cave crickels keep up their call all year long. How does the
call go?

ANSWER
Jee-jee-jee!

T3 THE STICK-8UG

Looking like a free-branch,
people call him the great impostor.

1f1 could do what he can do,

1°d win af hide-and-seek every fime!

Bt if his mom wanis to find out where he is,
will she have fo look through

allthe twigs and sficks?

THE FACTS

Called the bamboo-bug in Chinese, the stick-bug is very good o
disguising himself as a segment of @ bamboo shool. Even more
astonishing, he can change his color fo camouflage himself in
his surroundings. So, in ferms of imposture, the stick-bug is the
champion in the insect world

DO YOU KNOW

Besides comouflage, wha other special qualiies does the siick-
bug have?

ANSWER
I's got the longest body of any insect.
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$58% THE DRAGONFLY

The dragonfy’s tail s aiways
dipping in the pond,

making finy ripples,

like dimples in the water.

on,

when the dragonfly bobies

are o be bor,

won't their mummy worry

hat the water willbe foo cold?

THE FACTS

Dragonflies ke fo live where there's water, because that's
where they have their babies. If there’s no water, dragonfiies
have no way to reproduce.

DO YOU KNOW
When do dragonfly babies leave the water?

ANSWER
After they've developed from larvae info adult dragonfies.

T4 THE MAYFLY

Alitle mayfy,
neither eat nor dink

Nobody knows

the sorrow in his heart.

Bom in the moming,

by afternoon lfe leaves him.

Poor ltle mayly,

your e s 50 short—

that"s why you need o be happy.

THE FACTS

Mayflies are the insects with the shortest life spans. Once they
reach adulthood, they don"t eat anyihing and only ive a few
hours, or af most a few days.

DO YOU KNOW
Why do mayfles stop eating when they reach adulhood?

ANSWER
Because they no longer have fundioning mouths.

ENGLISH TEXT
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4888 THE KATYDID

There are a brother and sister,
who are not at all like.

The brother likes fo shout

The sister never says a word.
Let me tell you the reason—
one is like his father,

the other likes her mother!

THE FACTS
Of all the insects that make cals, the katydid is the most famous.
The male katydid makes the sound with his two front wings,
which he rubs fogether fo make a resounding chirp. The female
kalydid has short wings that can’t be rubbed together, so she
can’t make any sound.

DO YOU KNOW
What kind of katydids make the loudest sound?

ANSWER
The katydids with the most developed wings (large and thick)can
rub the wings fogether with the most force, and produce the great-
est sound.

88 THE CICADA

Leaves are as refreshing as air-con.
Sap is the yummiest drink.

When I've had enough fo drink,
Ising my song,

ir-yow! r-lyow!

f only summer would never end,
ffe would be 5o beautiul

THE FACTS

Cicadas have a pipe in their mouths. When they're thirsty or
hungry, they sfick it info the bork ond suck out the sap. The in-
teresting thing is thot they can sfl sing while they're sucking
sap!

DO YOU KNOW

Why can the cicadas keep singing even though they*re sucking
sap?

ANSWER

Because they use difierent organs 1o drink and 1o sing. To sing
they use membranes called fymbals i their abdomens.
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BBYE THE BEE

Cluster upon cluster of flowers,
like blinking, twinkiing stars.
The lifle bee iravels

among them,

never finding any res!
Bzz-bzz,

baz-bzz,

What are they saying?

Only the flowers con fell.

THE FACTS
Bees are very induslrious, flying among the flowers every day,
gathering pollen in the day, and turing it info honey at night.
The yumrmy honey that we eat is all the work of bees.

DO YOU KNOW
What kind of flowers do bees choose when gathering pollen?

ANSWER
Those in full bloom.

M )’ IREVSEB—ARERIC
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4% THE WASP

White goat and black goal,

which one is more beautiful?

Well I really couldn’t say.

Ask the crowhe"s sure 1o say i’ the black goal.
Ask the wasp,he’s sure fo say the white goal.
And if you ask the mother goal,

she’s sure fo answer as follows:

both of my goals are very beauifu,

unspeakably beautful

THE FACTS

The wasp s color-blind. Besides white, he can’t make out
the other colors at all. That's why, wherever there are
‘wasps, you must be sure not fo wear white.

DO YOU KNOW
fyou run into a wosp, what ought you fo do?

ANSWER
Don’t move o muscle. The wasp is very sensitive fo motion. The
‘more you run, the more you're likely fo be stung.
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PREPR THE TIGER BEETLE

The “guy” I'm talking about

is very short in stature.

If you want 1o get fo know him,

you have fo squat down and look very carefuly.
Only a lfle thing,

yet brave enough fo sweep a thinoceros out of his woy.
Look af his valant bearing.

How pleased he is with himsel!

If 1 tell you, he’s only a lifle bug,

you're bound fo think I'm joking!

THE FACTS

Lots of e bugs run away from people and hide. The figer bee-
fle not only doesn"t run away, he octually runs up 1o people fo
aftack. When people ge close 1o him, he often charges forward,
occupying the middie of the road. That's why people often coll
him the “highwayman figer”.

DO YOU KNOW
Why does the figer beefle often siop while following his prey?

ANSWER

The figer beefle is the fastest bug in the world. When he's rushing
along, he’s going 5o fast that he can't see anylhing. That's why he
has 1o stop o get another good look at his prey before he rushes
forward to continue the oftack.

BME THE WEEVIL
Weevi, oh weevi,
why is your snou so long?
“Along snout mokes it
easier fo gef grubl
Wha else is it good for?
Could you tell me?
“When I wont 1o kiss my mommy,
1don’t even have fo walk up close!

THE FACTS
Although t's called the elephant-snout bug in Chinese, the wee-
vil’s aciually got a long mouth, ot a long snout. The weevil's
prefty dull, and his movemens are slow. He’s not good a fiying,
and 5o 1o protect himself when he meefs his enemies, he plays
dead.

DO YOU KNOW
How does the weevil play dead?

ANSWER
It tucks its mouth and antennae into its check, puls its feet in,
and looks just like some bird poop or a bit of soil.
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BN THE FIREFLY

A “star” fellfo the earth,

n the luxuriont grass,

twinkling, shining.

When the sfar fires,

it can come down

1o rest among humans.

And when the moon is sleepy,
willit lay in the free-branches,
1o become a ltle bed for birds?

THE FACTS
The firfly only gives off light a night, and different frefies emit
light of difleent colors. At night, when firefies are flying all
about, they seem ike many stars fiing about, twinking, oma-
ments of the beaulitl noctumal scene.

DO YOU KNOW
1f  firefly lands on your hand, will it be hof?

ANSWER
No. fireflies emit light but no heat,

EEFIR THE SEVEN-SPOT LADYBUG

Little ladybug,

how high can you count?

“One, two, three, four,five, six seven!

And what comes affer seven?

“I can’t remember tha.

Mother just taught me to count that high,

and she gave me seven spols as a reward!

THE FACTS
The seven spols or “stars” on the seven-spot ladybug’s
back are very evenly spaced, three on each wing, and one
on the place where the wings meel. That's how it gels its
name.

DO YOU KNOW

Most lodybugs are named after the number of spols they have
on their backs. Besides the seven-stor lacybug, what ofhers are
there?

ANSWER
The most common are two-spot, six-spot, welve-spot and thir-
teen-spot ladybugs.
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