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前　言



要学好英语，必须掌握英语惯用法。无论听、说、读、写、译和应付“托福”、GRE、GMAT、“雅思”等各种英语考试，都要熟练地掌握英语惯用法。

本词典除了英语常用词汇在英语惯用法中的正确用法和错误用法的详细说明以外，还有大量说明英国用法和美国用法的不同之处、各种表现方式的细微区别和普通用法与不普通用法之间的差异等等的例解，必要时加以详尽的说明。本词典不仅可供查阅，同时还是一本学习英语的读物，可供读者经常阅读，甚至逐条精读，以纠正一味“不求甚解”、始终似懂非懂、一知半解的不良学习方法，从而帮助英语学习者养成“必求甚解”的良好习惯，掌握学好英语的真正有效的学习方法。

本书以我国英语界泰斗、英语惯用法权威葛传椝先生所著的《英语惯用法词典》（新修订本简体字重排本）为蓝本对原书中一些过于陈旧的汉译作了相应的改动。




A




a, an 1．
 a和an用法的区别，一般说来，是在以辅音开首的词前面用a，在以元音开首的词前面用an。不过要注意，这里说的是辅音和元音，不是辅音字母和元音字母。如hour以辅音字母h开首，但读音作［ˈaʊə］，是以元音开首的，所以前面该用an，不用a。又如one以元音字母o开首，但读音作［wʌn］，是以辅音开首的，所以前面该用a，不用an。又如M. A.（=Master of Arts，文科硕士）里的M是辅音字母，但读音作［em］（M. A. 读［ˈemˈeɪ］或［emˈeɪ］），所以前面该用an，不用a。MS（=manuscript，手稿）前面往往用a而不用an，并不因为M是辅音字母，却因为读音往往作［ˈmænjʊskrɪpt］。又如8并不是词，无所谓辅音或元音，但读音作［eɪt］，所以前面该用an，不用a。&只是一个符号，因为它的名称是ampersand，读音作［ˈæmpəsænd］，所以前面该用an。

据有些语法书说，以［h］音开首而没有重音的音节前面该用an，如an
 historian，不作a
 historian。这规则现在可说不成立了（虽然还有人——尤其是英国人——遵守着），现在尽可用a，用an反嫌不自然。例如：

a habitual smile, a heroic act, a historian, a hotel, a hypothesis

有些英国人，在以［juː］或［jʊ］音开首的词（如eulogy, euphonic, European, university, united和usual）前面，用an而不用a，在以［h］音开首的词（如hero, history, hospital, hundred和hymn）前面也用an而不用a，在one前面也用an而不用a，这种人似乎现在比以前少了。


2．
 哪个名词前面可以用a（或an），哪个名词前面不可用a（或an）呢？一般说来，可数名词前面可以用a（或an），不可数名词前面不可用a（或an），如可以说a healthy boy，却不可说a health，可以说a chair，却不可说a furniture。但事实并不这样简单。所谓“可数”和“不可数”，要看那个词的正确意思而定，不可根据它的普通汉译。如不可说a fun, an information，却可以说a pastime, a knowledge。又如dance, hurry, interest, kiss等词前面都可以用a（或an）。又如with child（有孕的），in class（在教室里），take horse（上马），send word（通知）等习语里都不可用a（或an）。但at a loss（不知所措的），with a view to（以…为目的），on an average（作为平均数），take a fancy to（喜欢）等习语里的a（或an）都是少不得的。这些都应该从习惯，不是几条规则所能包括得了的。一般说来，有复数形式的名词前面可以用a（或an），无复数形式的名词前面不可用a（或an）。如boy和laugh有复数形式boys和laughs，所以可以说a
 boy和a
 laugh，completion和laughter无复数形式，所以不可说a
 completion和a
 laughter。但有些在习惯上无复数形式的名词，前面却往往也用a（或an）。这大概有下面四种情况：

（1）多少有些抽象性的。例如：

I have a
 great admiration
 for Gorky.

He has received a
 good education
 .

She has a fondness
 for roses.

You seem to have a hatred
 of dogs.

I am in a hurry
 .

There is a bustle
 going on in the house.

We need not make a fuss
 about the matter.

The arrival of the visitors caused a
 great stir
 .

He speaks with a lisp
 .

She talks with a stammer
 .

We had a
 fine catch
 yesterday. （我们昨天捉到了许多鱼。）

We had a
 plentiful kill
 today. （我们今天打到了许多猎物。）

I hope you will give me a lead
 . （我希望你给我开个头。）

He has a
 good knowledge
 of Russian.

You must avoid such a waste
 of time.

The book has a wealth
 of pictures.

（2）a（或an）...指“一个…的泉源”。例如：

A good pupil is a credit
 to his teachers.

A lazy boy is a discredit
 to his parents.

A lazy boy is a dishonour
 to his class.

A patriot is an honour
 to his country.

Such cruelty is a reproach
 to modern society.

Terrorism is a shame
 to civilization.

（3）a（或an）...指“一次…”，那名词本来是动词。例如：

After a run
 (或a climb
 ，或a swim
 ) I had a wash
 (或a rest
 ，或a feed
 ，或a smoke
 ，或a read
 ).

（4）a...ing指“一次…”。例如：

Instead of giving the peasant a hearing
 , the heartless landlord gave him a
 good beating
 (或a
 good hiding
 ，或a
 good licking
 ，或a
 good thrashing
 ) as well as a
 good scolding
 .


3．
 a（或an）在下面几种情况里可以用在复数形式前面：

（1）在有些习语里。例如：

a few (books), a very few (books), a good few (books), a good many (books), a great many (books), a many (books)

（2）在表示时间或款项的短语前面。例如：

a further five minutes, a mere two hours, a very busy six weeks, a whole three years, a pleasant spring holidays, an additional ¥60

（3）在若干在形式上是复数而在意思上是单数的单词前面。例如：

a barracks, a bellows, a gallows, a headquarters, an innings, a links, a means, a scissors, a shambles, a tongs

（4）在下列美国口语中。例如：

a good ways, a great ways, a long ways


4．
 a（或an）有时有（1）“一个而并不是那所要的一个”或（2）“任何一个”的意思。例如：

I was expecting to hear from my father. I got a
 letter indeed, but it was from a friend.(1)

I wanted to read a
 book, I did not care whether it was a history, a novel, or a biography.(2)

在这种用法里，a（或an）该特别重读。


5．
 a（或an）通常不用在人名、地名或其他专有名词的前面，但有例外：

（1）指有某姓或某名的某人。例如：


a
 Smith（姓Smith的某人）


a
 John Smith（名叫John Smith的某人）

（2）指在某时的某人、某地等。例如：

He is now a
 different John Smith from what he was three years ago.

He was met at the door by a
 contented Mary, not an
 angry Mary.

Fifty years ago we little dreamt of such a
 Shanghai as we have today.

Our children will find it hard to imagine a
 semi-feudal, semi-colonial China.

（3）指跟某人、某地等相仿的人、地等。例如：

He talks like a
 Johnson.（Johnson指英国18世纪的大文豪Samuel Johnson，很健谈，多妙论。）

The humorist considers himself a
 (second) Mark Twain.

Do you think it possible for the North Pole ever to have a
 Shanghai?

We may look upon the romantic tragedy as a
 Chinese Romeo and Juliet
 .

（4）指某人的作品。例如：


A
 new Michael Gold（当代美国作家）has appeared.


A
 new Shakespeare（莎士比亚全集新版）is in preparation.

I found a
 Picasso（毕加索画的画）on the wall.

（5）指某人所发明、设计或制造的机器等。例如：


a
 Remington（美国人Philo Remington所设计制造的打字机）


a
 Merriam-Webster（美国G. & C. Merriam Company出版，根据Webster原著编的词典）

（6）指“…的图或像”。例如：


a
 West Lake（一幅西湖图），a
 Cupid（一幅爱神图或一个爱神像）

（7）指“好比…那回事”。例如：


a
 Dunkirk（敦刻尔克式撤退：1940年5、6月间英军从法国北部港口城市Dunkirk大败撤退）


a
 Munich（慕尼黑事件：1938年9月30日德、英、法、意四国在德国南部慕尼黑城达成协议，允许当时的纳粹德国吞并捷克斯洛伐克的领土苏台德区，以图避免战争）


6．
 a（或an）有时用在表示性质的抽象名词的前面。例如：

The room was furnished with a
 simplicity that is almost elegance.

（这间房子的陈设有一种近似文雅的朴素。）

He answered my questions with an
 accuracy not to be expected of an ordinary schoolboy.（他回答了我的问题，准确得不像出自一个普通小学生之口。）

The bird disappeared with a
 startling suddenness.（那只鸟惊人地忽然不见了。）

在这种用法里，抽象名词后面通常有一个形容词从句（如第一句）或形容词短语（如第二句），否则它的前面有形容词（如第三句）。


7．
 a（或an）用在物质名词前面指（1）“一种…”或（2）“一份…”或“一客…”。例如：


a
 green tea, an
 old wine (1)


a
 coffee, a
 tea, an
 ice（英：一客冰淇淋，美：一客冷饮），a
 whisky and soda (2)


8．
 a（或an）通常不可用在only的前面，也不可用在属于最高级的词的前面，如不可说an only
 house, a best
 essay, a greatest
 poet, a longest
 street，但尽可说an only
 son（一个独生子），a best
 seller（一本畅销书），a best
 man（一个男傧相），a first
 night（某剧的第一夜表演）。因为这些已经成为习惯了。

a用在副词most前面是很普通的，如a most
 happy life和a most
 learned man。但该注意这里的most并不真正属于最高级，它的意思跟very相仿。


9．
 在一个名词被用来指它的本身的时候，往往不用a（或an）。例如：

Apple is a noun.

He is dubbed 'poet'.（人家给他“诗人”的诨名。）

We should not call every school 'college'.（我们不该把每个学校都叫作“学院”。）

'Rogue' is too mild a term for him, he is an arrant ruffian.（对他来说，“流氓”这名称是太轻了，他是一个十足的恶棍。）

下面第一句里的a可有可无，第二句里的a不可省：

He is dubbed (a
 ) poet.

We should not call every school a
 college.

注意poet和college都没有引号，跟上面的各句不同。


10．
 许多语法书里说，kind of和sort of后面的名词的前面不该用a（或an），但事实上并非绝对不可用。例如：

What kind (或sort) of tree is this?

What kind (或sort) of（a
 ）man is he?

第一句里不用a，因为kind或sort明白地作“种类”解。第二句里可以用a，因为kind或sort并不明白地作“种类”解。what kind (或sort) of (a
 ) man是“怎么样的一个人”的意思。

其实在指“种类”的场合，不但kind of和sort of后面的名词的前面不用a（或an），其他相似的短语后面也是这样。例如：



	a kind of car,
	kinds of car,
	a sort of car,
	sorts of car,



	a brand of car,
	brands of car,
	a class of car,
	classes of car,



	a form of car,
	forms of car,
	a make of car,
	makes of car,



	a style of car,
	styles of car,
	a type of car,
	types of car,



	a variety of car,
	varieties of car
	





11．
 part of前面用a也有，不用a也有，但意思略有不同。例如：

part of it（它的一部分：不一定一半以下，也不一定一半以上）


a
 part of it（它的一小部分：一半以下）

但great part of it和a
 great part of it是没有区别的。不一定一半以下，也不一定一半以上。


12．
 a（或an）不用在a change of后面的名词的前面。例如：

a change of address, a change of name, a change of scene


13．
 a（或an）不用在临时被用来作为不可数名词的前面。例如：

five hundred miles of railway, a stretch of road, an acre of garden, an expanse of lake


14．
 下面各种表达方式里的no都是形容词，等于not a：

no small value（很大的价值），no mean city（名城），

no such man（没有这样的人），no other person than...（不是别人，却是…）。所以不可说：


a
 no small value, a
 no mean city, no such a
 man, no other a
 person than...

a no mean city是不可说的，但a no meaner
 city是可以说的，no meaner里的no是副词，修饰meaner，并不等于not a，所以前面用a。比较：

This is no (形容词) mean city. （这是一个名城。）

This is a
 no (副词) meaner city (than that). （这是一个［跟那个］同样有名的城。）

There is no (形容词) meaner city (than that). （没有［比那个］更无名的城。）

There is a
 no (副词) meaner city (than that). （有一个［跟那个］同样有名的城。）


15．
 在指职位、头衔、等级等的单词前面大都不用a（或an）。例如：

They asked me to act as (an
 ) interpreter.

I served them fairly well in the capacity of (an
 ) interpreter.

I served them fairly well in my capacity as (an
 ) interpreter.

She has obtained a position as (或of) (a
 ) typist.

He has left his situation as (或of) (a
 ) gardener.

He is (a
 ) professor of philosophy at that university.

He has the degree of Doctor of Literature.

He soon rose to the rank of colonel.

The title of model worker has been conferred on the young man.

John Keats, English poet, was born in 1795.

注意在As a
 physician, he does not deserve much praise等句子里的as等于considered as，那a是不可少的。


16．
 在若干动词后面用作表语的名词的前面习惯不用a（或an）。例如：

He commenced schoolmaster in 1956. （commence［d］的这种用法现在不很普通）

He turned soldier at twenty-one.

The boy was bound apprentice to a carpenter.


17．
 在若干独立短语里不用a（或an）。例如：

The old man was sitting in a chair, pipe in mouth.

The huntsman entered the forest, gun in hand.


18．
 在下面各短语和类似的短语里都不用a（或an）：

hard of heart, large of limb, nimble of foot, quick of eye, pale of face


19．
 下面各句里都不用a（或an），那是因为多少有些感叹的意味：

Lucky dog! （幸运儿！）Lucky beggar! （幸运儿！）You beauty!

You fool! You fool you! You lucky rascal! （你好一个幸运儿！）

'Keep by me, you lovely thing!' the girl said to her cat.

The old man got run over, poor fellow.

Poor man, he never knew what love was like.


20．
 a（或an）是“一”，one也是“一”，在用法上有下面几点该注意：

（1）固定习语里的a（或an）和one不可调换。如once upon a
 time（从前有一次）和one
 day（有一天）里的a和one不可互换。an
 hour or two（一二小时，若干小时）和one
 or two hours里的an和one不可互换。to a
 man（全体地）不可改作to one
 man。one
 man one
 vote（每人投一票）不可改作a
 man a
 vote。但“一个…还是两个”可以说one...or two。例如：Do you spell 'traveller' with one
 '1' or two
 ?注意下面每组里的两句意思相同，但用了a该有on，用了one没有on：







（2）有些习语用a或one都可以。如at a
 blow和at one
 blow（一下子地），in a
 word和in one
 word（简单地说），be of a
 mind和be of one
 mind（同意），a
 hundred per cent...和one
 hundred per cent...（十足地…）。

（3）有时用a和用one意思不同。如as a
 man是“就他的性格而论”，as one
 man是“大家一致地”，at a
 time是“每次”（如three at a time），at one
 time是“从前有一个时期”（如At one time we met every day）。

注意下面每组里的两种表达方式意思不同：




（4）在姓或名前面，用a（或an）或one意思相同。如a
 Smith和one
 Smith都是“一个姓Smith的人”。就语法讲，one Smith里的one被看作形容词或代词都讲得通。

（5）在dozen, hundred, thousand和million前面，用a或one意思相同，用a普通些。如a
 dozen（一打），a
 hundred（一百），a
 thousand（一千），a
 million（一百万），把a改作one，意思不变，但往往有跟“二打、三打”等，“二百、三百”等，“二千、三千”等，“二百万、三百万”等对比的意味。

注意在下面的习语里都用a，不可用one：


a
 hundred（许多，如a hundred things），


a
 thousand（许多，如a thousand thanks），


a
 hundred and one（许多，如a hundred and one points of usage），


a
 thousand and one（许多，如a thousand and one points of usage），

not a
 hundred miles away（不远、近），

one in a
 thousand（极难得的一个）

（6）a（或an）只有“一”的意思，却并不跟“二、三、四、五”等相对，one便可以有这种对比的意味。如I have a
 pen只说“我有一枝笔”，I have one
 pen便可有“我并没有两枝、三枝或更多枝笔”的意思。

比较下面两句：

Can a
 boy do this? （回答可能是No, but a man can。）

Can one
 boy do this? （回答可能是No, but two boys can。）

列宁著的One Step Forward, Two Steps Backward
 里的One不可改作A。下面两句里的one也不可改作a：

I have one pen, but my sister has three pens.

I have one pen, but three pencils.

注意上面说a或an不跟“二、三、四、五”等对比，并不说不可跟two, three, four, five等连用。I have a pen, but
 three pencils里的a该改作one，但I have a pen and
 three pencils里的a却不必改作one。

（7）注意下面各句的意思不同：

There is a
 pen on the table. （桌上有一枝钢笔：不是一枝铅笔或一本书。）

There is one
 pen on the table. （桌上有一枝钢笔：不是两枝、三枝或更多枝钢笔。）


A
 pen is on the table. （跟第一句意思相同，很少见。）


One
 pen is on the table. （一枝钢笔在桌上：也许还有其他笔，但在桌上没有。）

（8）说“每一…”计算价钱、款项、速度等，用a（或an），不用one。例如：

¥3.10 a
 dozen（每打三元一角），¥ 70 a
 month（每月七十元），

twice a
 week（每星期两次），ten miles an
 hour（每小时十英里）

这种用法里的a原来是介词，但现在不妨把它看作冠词。


21．
 of a（或an）...表明在时间上经常的行为：

We would sit together in the park of a morning
 .

They often met of an afternoon
 .

The artist may have frequently been seen strolling along the street of an evening
 .

His friends used to go to see him in his cottage of a Sunday
 .

注意：

（1）这种结构现在少用。

（2）只用于经常的事，不用于一次的事，如不可说The old man died of a morning。


22．
 由a...of a...构成一种习语，如a fool of a man是“一个呆子般的男子”，a gem of a poem是“一首宝石般（精致）的诗”，a mountain of a wave是“一个高山似的浪”。又例如：

his angel of a wife, a beast of a place (一个很脏的地方), her brute of a husband, a devil of a hurry (极度的匆忙), his dome of a forehead, a great elephant of a woman, a jewel of an assistant, a kitten of a girl, a lamb of a temper（像羔羊般驯服的脾气）, a love of a ring (一枚极可爱的戒指), a poem of a hotel (一个像诗一般幽雅的旅馆), that rascal of a landlord, her tyrant of a father

注意a...of a...里的两个名词不可互调，如a boy of a girl是“一个男孩子似的女孩子”，a girl of a boy是“一个女孩子似的男孩子”，意思各不相同。


23．
 a（或an）通常用在一般形容词的前面，如a beautiful
 garden，但也有几个例外。a（或an）该用在what、such和many三个形容词的后面。例如：


What a
 beautiful garden! such a
 garden, many a
 garden

假使形容词前面有how, however, as, so或too，那末a（或an）也用在这形容词的后面。例如：


how beautiful a
 garden, however beautiful a
 garden, as beautiful a
 garden as I ever saw, so beautiful a
 garden, too beautiful a
 garden


a so beautiful
 garden和a too beautiful
 garden这种结构也有，但不很自然。似乎a so beautiful garden比a too beautiful garden更不自然。当代英国作家William Somerset Maugham的On a Chinese Screen
 的Romance一篇里有somewhat Ouidaesque a fashion，当然极不普通。

假使形容词前面有no less，那末a（或an）用在no less的前面或这形容词的后面都可以。例如：


a no less beautiful
 garden, no less beautiful a
 garden前者比后者自然。假使后面加上than yours，than this等，改作a garden no less beautiful than...就更自然些。

假使形容词前面有no more，那末a（或an）就用在no more的前面，如a no more beautiful
 garden。不过no more beautiful a
 garden这种结构也有。

假使形容词前面有more或less（不是no more或no less），那末a（或an）就用在more或less的前面，如a more
 （或less
 ）beautiful
 garden。上面所说no less里的less是副词，no less a
 person than...中的less是形容词，作“较不重要”解，a的位置不可改动。


24．
 a（或an）可以用在quite和rather的前面，也可以用在它们的后面。例如：


a quite big
 dog, quite a big
 dog,


a rather big
 dog, rather a big
 dog

在口语里quite a（或an）...和rather a（或an）...比a quite...和a rather...普通。

注意big和dog总是连在一起，不该说：


quite big a
 dog, rather big a
 dog


25．
 就普通语法讲，a
 black and a
 white dog是“一只黑狗和一只白狗”，a
 black and white dog是“一只黑白花狗”，a
 journalist and an
 author 是“一个新闻记者和一个作家”，a
 journalist and author是“一个新闻记者兼作家”。

但事实上为了加强语气，也有用两个a（或an），一个a和一个an，或一个an和一个a而指一个人的。例如：

He has become a
 sadder and a
 wiser man.

He is a
 journalist and an
 author.

也有虽然只用一个a（或an）而指两个人的。例如：


A
 man and woman are walking arm-in-arm.


A
 boy and girl are playing together.

但假使具有相对立的意思，便该用两个a（或an），一个a和一个an，或一个an和一个a。例如：


A
 man and a
 woman may not always agree on such a question.

明明两件东西而通常配成一件的，只用一个a（或an）。例如：


a
 knife and fork, a
 cup and saucer, a
 needle and thread, a
 coat and tie, a
 short beard and moustache, a
 swimming head and parched throat


26．
 在两个或两个以上的名词连用的场合，通常不用a（或an）。例如：

We are brother and sister.

He was printer, publisher, and editor before 1949.

This room is study, bedroom, and sitting room all in one.

This article is meant to appear in newspaper or magazine.

Like father, like son. （有其父必有其子。——谚语）

Diamond cut diamond. （旗鼓相当。）

Dog eat dog. （同类相残。）


27．
 假使把though he is a child里的child放在开首，a便该去掉，作child though he is。child as he is有同样的意思，也不该有a。


28．
 下面两句里都有a：


A
 baby never sat so gracefully.

Did a
 baby ever sit so gracefully?

假使把never或ever放在baby的前面，通常把a去掉。例如：

Never did baby sit so gracefully.

Did ever baby sit so gracefully?

never a...作no...解，不过语气强些，a决不可省。例如：He found never a
 baby there．这里的never并不指时间。


29．
 He is a
 scholar等句子里的a（或an）当然不可省去，但注意下面各句里都不用a（或an）：

He is artist enough to appreciate these pictures.

Surely you are scholar enough to read this old book.

I was fool enough to believe him.

这里artist, scholar和fool前面都不用a（或an），因为后面加上了enough，把这些名词抽象化了。


30．
 A Tale of Two Cities
 里有A，但说Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities
 或Dickens's Tale of Two Cities
 都可以。the Tale of Two Cities
 that I bought yesterday里不可在Tale前面加上A。


31．
 上面所讲到的a（或an）的省略，可说都跟语法有关，都是一般的用法。还有为了节省空间、时间、金钱或精力，或为了引起注意力，而省去a（或an）的，主要有下面各种情况：

（1）报纸标题：

（A）New Book by E. G. Flynn (当代美国进步女作家) Published.

（A）Noted Scientist to Make (a) Report on (an) Important Invention at (a) Local Technical School.

（2）工商业文件：

（A）Copy of the booklet is enclosed.

（A）Duplicate of this letter will be sent to the management.

（3）广告：

（A）Fully furnished flat to let.

（A）Secondhand typewriter wanted.

（4）电报：

（A）Girl born today.

Brother away on (a) visit.

（5）公告：

（A）School Ahead.

(An) Exit.

（6）日记：

Attended (a) lecture on IT technology.

Got (a) long letter from James.

（7）非正式信札：

Hope to send you (a) picture of the Lake soon.

Could you let me have (a) summary of the story?

（8）注释和定义：

Fleet Street: (A) Famous old London street, now the location of many newspaper offices, often used allusively for the English press.

landscape: (A) Piece of land scenery.


32．
 few和a
 few不同。few是“很少”，有“几乎没有”的意思。a
 few是“若干”，有“颇有几个”的意思。但两种表达方式的不同，不在于实际数目的大小，却在于说话者的语意。如一篇作文里有三个错误，要是你说There are few
 mistakes in it，你在说它“错误很少”，便是说它好。要是你说There are a few
 mistakes in it，你在说它“有若干错误”，便是说它不好。可以说few, or perhaps none和a few, or perhaps many。注意only a few却等于few，也是“很少”的意思。

little和a
 little的不同，相当于few和a
 few的不同。如little
 trouble是“很少麻烦”或“几乎没有麻烦”，a little
 trouble是“若干麻烦”或“颇有些麻烦”。


33．
 下面各种表达方式里都有half a（或half an）：

half a mile, half a month, half an inch, half an hour, half a bottle, half a cup, half a dozen, half a million

在这种用法里，把half看作形容词或看作名词后面省去of都可以。但不论half是形容词还是名词，a总是冠词，所以下面各种表达方式里的a或an照理都该去掉：

that half a
 mile, this half a
 month, another half an
 inch, the next half an
 hour, my half a
 dozen

不过这个多余的a（或an）事实上很常见，因为half a...或half an...用得很多，好似成为一个单位了。甚至有人说a half an hour。

上面所举的half a mile, half a month等表达方式里的half a（或half an）英美通用。但在美国也往往用a half。例如：


a half
 mile, a half
 month, a half
 inch, a half
 hour

a half在英国也用，但不用在表示距离、时间、数量等的词的前面。如不说a half mile, a half month等，却说a half length, a half share, a half conviction等。

...and a half和...and a half...两种表达方式意思相同，如two miles and a half和two and a half miles都是“两英里半”。这两种表达方式是英美通用的。即使在英国也并没有two miles and half a
 mile, two and half a
 mile或two and half a
 miles的结构。

把two miles and a half跟two and a half miles比较起来，前者好些，因为a half miles读起来似乎很不自然。就时间讲，先有前者，后有后者，后者是从
 miles这种写法产生出来的。同样地，a foot and a quarter比one and a quarter feet好些。

上面说过，that half a
 mile等表达方式里的a照理该去掉。下面各种表达方式里的a照理也该去掉：

those two miles and a
 half,

those two and a
 half miles,

the foot and a
 quarter,

the one and a
 quarter feet

但习惯上这种多用的a可说是不可少的，省去了反而觉得不自然。


A. B.
 A. B. （=Bachelor of Arts，文学士）是美国拼写形式，相当于英国拼写形式的B. A.。


abashed
 abashed是表语形容词，不可说very
 abashed，该说much
 abashed或very much
 abashed。


abbreviate
 下面两句都可以说：

United Nations is abbreviated to
 UN.

UN is abbreviated from
 United Nations.


ABC
 ABC指某科的初步知识，如ABC of English grammar。这意思是从英语开首字母ABC来的，并不是缩写，所以不该写作A. B. C.，但事实上很多写作A. B. C.，如英国Oxford University Press出版的An A. B. C. of English Usage
 。


abdomen
 参见belly



abed
 abed 现在不很通用，最好改用in bed。


ability 1．
 ability指体力或智力，后面通常接不定式，很少接of和动名词，如通常说ability to do
 it, ability to lift a great stone和ability to write correct English，很少说ability of doing
 it等，但可以说reading ability, writing ability, driving (驾驶) ability等，也可以说his ability in reading and writing, his ability in drawing等。


2．
 单独用ability，除了可以从上下文看出指体力者以外，都指智力，如下面的ability都指智力：

man of ability（有才的人），great ability（大才），

in point of ability（就才能讲），He lacks ability. （他缺少才能。）

复数形式abilities
 只指智力，不指体力，如his abilities, manifold abilities 等都指智力。


3．
 ability to do it, the
 ability to do it, an
 ability to do it和his
 （或your
 等）ability to do it都可以说，第一种形式最不普通。


able 1．
 able后面的不定式通常不属于被动语态，如通常不说The mistake is able to be corrected
 ，最好改作The mistake is capable of being corrected
 。


2．
 able指能力，不一定意味着实行，如“经过了两个月的步行，他们到达了目的地”通常不说After a two-month tramp they were able to reach their destination，而用下面的任何一种：

After a two-month tramp they reached their destination.

After a two-month tramp they succeeded in reaching their destination.

After a two-month tramp they managed to reach their destination.


aboard
 aboard在英国通常指“上船”或“在船上”，在美国往往指“上车”或“在车上”，“上飞机”或“在飞机上”。


abound 1．
 abound的主语，也许是指大量存在的东西的名词，也许是指盛产某东西的地方的名词，如下面两句的意思相同：

Fish abound in this stream.

This stream abounds in fish.


2．
 abound in
 （指以盛产某东西的地方作主语的）和abound with
 略有区别，abound in
 除了“盛产…”的意思以外，往往有“那东西是特有的或固有的”的含意。如This stream abounds in
 fish含有“以产鱼著称”的意思，This stream abounds with
 fish只说“盛产鱼”罢了。又如He abounds in
 courage作“他天性勇敢”解，不可把in改作with。


about 1．
 about在用作“不久就要…”解的时候后面通常接不定式，如about to start
 。但也有接动名词的，如about starting
 。用不定式比较普通。

about在用作“不久就要…”解的时候不可再加表示时间的词，如不可说about to start next morning或about starng at once。


2．
 下面各种表达方式里的about都作“大约”解：

about ten, about a hundred, about half, about a quarter注意ten, a hundred, half和a quarter都是明确的数或量，原来并没有“多少不定”的意思。在有“多少不定”的意思的词语前面不该用about，如不可说about more than ten, about less than half, about several, about some 或about a few等。

虽然about three or four和about a dozen or so等表达方式也有人用，但最好删去about。


3．
 下面各句里可以有at，也可以没有at，意思并没有区别。有了at, about是副词，没有at, about是介词：

I went (at) about five (o'clock).

I went (at) about noon.

I went (at) about midnight.

I went (at) about Christmas.

这里at用的少，不用的多。同样地，下面两句里的on和in也用的少，不用的多：

I went (on) about 18 January.

I went (in) about January.

at about five (o'clock), at about noon等不可改作about at five (o'clock), about at noon等。


above 1．
 above用作形容词作“上面的”解，如the above list, the above statement, the above facts和the above topic。当然从修辞学上说，用得太多了不好，可以用above-mentioned, foregoing, preceding等调剂一下。


2．
 above有时也用作名词，如from above和the above。the above当作单数或复数都可以，看所指的东西是单数还是复数而定，如The above is
 a true story和The above are
 the essentials。


3．
 above和over在意思上略有不同。above不一定有“垂直在上”的含意，over却有。如你在第一层楼，那末第二层楼是above你，但只有第二层楼的一小部分是over你。又如校长的职位是above教务长的职位，但甲校的校长只是over甲校的教务长，并不over乙校的教务长。


abreast
 abreast后面接of或with都可以，接of普通些，有时也把它用作介词，后面不接介词。例如：

abreast of
 the times, abreast with
 the times, abreast the times


abridge(d)
 abridged dictionary指“把大词典删节而成的小词典”，不指“被删节的大词典”，参见revise(d) 2
 。注意a dictionary abridged from
 The Great Oxford里用from。


abroad 1．
 abroad有“到外国去”和“在外国”的意思，但没有“从外国来”的意思，“从外国来”该说from
 abroad。


2．
 abroad是副词，但可以在名词后面用作形容词，如a long stay abroad
 , his travels abroad
 和conditions abroad
 。


3．
 在美国abroad大都指“到欧洲去”或“在欧洲”。


absence
 “不在上海”该说absence from
 Shanghai, absence in
 Shanghai是“在上海”。说得明白些，absence in
 Shanghai在事实上等于presence in Shanghai，不过absence in Shanghai有“不在它处而在上海”的意思。城里人到了乡下，从城里的立场说，是absence from
 the city，也就是absence in
 the country，在校的学生回家去了，在校里说起来，是absence from
 school，也就是absence at
 home。

说到不会动的东西，absence in...作“不在…里”或“在…里没有”解，如the absence of this word in
 that dictionary是“在那本词典里没有这个词”，习惯用in，不用from。


absent
 说某人 absent from
 Shanghai是说他“不在上海”，说某人absent in
 Shanghai是说他“（不在它处而）在上海”。

说到不会动的东西，absent in
 ...却作“不在…里”或“在…里没有”解，如This word is absent in
 that dictionary是“在那本词典里没有这个词”。习惯上用in，不用from。但Prejudice is absent from
 his mind等句子里习惯用from，因为成见虽然不是动物，却会产生和消灭。参见absence



absorbed 1．
 He is absorbed in
 the study of international affairs等句子里的in可以改作with，但不及用in普通。


2．
 关于an absorbed stare（聚精会神的直视）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


abstain 1．
 abstain是不及物动词，后面接from，如abstain from
 tobacco（不抽烟）和abstain from
 voting（不投票）。后面不可接不定式，如不可说abstain to
 vote。


2．
 abstain和refrain意思相仿，后面也都接from，但语气略有不同。abstain语气比refrain重些，有“故意避免”的意思，往往指习惯的行动，如abstain from tobacco有“绝不抽烟”的意思。refrain有“欲发而止”的意思，往往指一时的行动，如refrain from laughter有“欲笑而不笑”的意思。


abundance 1．
 abundance用于可数的和不可数的名词都可以，如abundance of good things（许多美味品）和abundance of food（许多食物）。前面有时有an，但通常没有。


2．
 (an) abundance of...用在可数名词前的时候，那名词当然是复数形式（如things，不作thing），但那动词用单数或复数形式都可以。例如：(An) abundance of good things are
 (或is
 ) kept there．动词用复数形式的普通些。


abundant
 abundant在用作“富有（某物）的”解的时候，后面习惯接in，如abundant in
 natural wealth。偶尔接with，但很少见。


academy
 academy在美国指中学，现在不及一百多年前普遍。在英格兰，有时也用academy指学校，但现在很少，而且并不用在校名里，如a young ladies' academy（这并不是校名）。在苏格兰却有把Academy用作中学校名的，如the Edinburgh Academy和the Glasgow Academy（注意有the）。academy指军官学校是英美通用的。


accede
 accede是不及物动词，不论用在何种意思后面都接to，如accede to
 the office（就职），accede to
 the party（入党）和accede to
 their request（应允他们的请求）。


accent(ed) 1．
 accent有“口音”或“特殊的语言”的意思。说某人讲什么语言有某种口音，通常用with，偶尔用in，如He speaks English with
 an American accent和She talked to me in
 a thick country accent。


2．
 He speaks English with an accent和He speaks English without an accent里的accent指“外地或外国的口音”或“跟那正当的语音语调不同的腔调”。accented有时作“有口音的”解。例如：His English is slightly accented, but perfectly idiomatic.


accept 1．
 accept和receive不同，accept是“接受”，receive是“收到”。accept
 a present是“接受一个礼物”，不再退回了，receive
 a present是“收到一个礼物”，也许预备退回。accept
 an invitation是“接受一个邀请”，是应允被邀而去的，receive
 an invitation是“收到一个邀请”，不一定应允被邀而去。


2．
 accept和accept of
 从前差不多可以互相替用。现在accept of
 用得很少，用了往往有“正式”或“垂恩”的含意，而且只用在说接受present, gift, favour, love, hospitality等，不用在说接受theory, advice, apology, challenge, offer, invitation, ruling等。


3．
 accept往往单独用作“接受邀请”，“接受条件”等解，如I am sorry I cannot accept和If you accept, please let me know immediately。


4．
 声明接受或不接受邀请，通常用现在时态，如I am
 pleased to accept your invitation和I am sorry I cannot
 (或am
 unable to，或am
 not able to) accept your invitation，不用I shall be
 pleased to accept your invitation或I am sorry I shall be
 unable (或shall
 not be
 able) to accept your invitation。


acceptation
 相当于accept的名词现在是acceptance，不是acceptation。acceptation现在只用作“（词语或概念的）通用意义”解。例如：The word 'sympathetic' is not used in English with the French acceptation, which makes it synonymous with 'lovable'.


accident 1．
 accident通常指偶然发生的不幸事件，incident通常指任何不很重要的事件。如被电车撞倒是accident，在电车上碰到多年不见的老朋友是incident。在外交和政治上往往用incident指可能引起战事的“事件”，如border incident。


2．
 accident单独用指“偶然”，不指“不幸”，如She was twenty when accident brought her to the notice of the great author和That was merely a matter of accident。by accident作“偶然地”解，并没有“不幸”的意思。（by accident的反义表达方式是by design或on purpose。）


3．
 说“某人或某物遭到的不幸事件”，在指人或物的词的前面用to，如There was an accident to
 the little boy和Owing to an accident to
 the machines one department was closed down。


4．
 He has met with an accident作“他死了”解，She had an accident 作“她未结婚而生了孩子”解。这都是婉转的说法。


5．
 accident后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：His absence was due to the accident that
 the letter asking him to come had gone astray.


6．
 accident有时指“偶然成功的人或事”，如a political accident是“一个不靠本领而适逢其会地成功的政界人物”。Her Spanish is an accident of living with a Spanish family for a year是“她的西班牙语是因为跟一个西班牙家庭住了一年而偶然学得的”。


acclaim
 acclaim（欢呼）后面接宾语和表语。例如：We acclaimed them the winners．在宾语后偶尔加上as，或加上to be，但都不普通。


accommodation
 复数形式 accommodations
 现在在英国可说是不用的，但在美国很普通，如office accommodations
 （办公室所需的一切设备）和accommodations
 at a hotel（旅馆里的膳宿）。


accompany 1．
 accompany是比较正式的词，在口语里通常不用它而用see，如I'll see
 you to the door和May I see
 you home?


2．
 accompany是及物动词，所以可以说I shall accompany him，不可说I shall accompany with
 him。


3．
 可以说I shall accompany him to Shanghai
 和I shall accompany him to the station
 。不可在宾语后面接不定式，如不可说I shall accompany him to visit Shanghai
 和I shall accompany him to go to the station
 。


4．
 accompanied用作被动语态，除了作combined解以外，现在后面接by，不接with，如The laughter was accompanied with
 tears和He was accompanied by
 his wife。当然可以说The singer was accompanied with
 a flute，但这里的with跟write with a pen, cut with a knife等表达方式里的with相同，是“又当别论”的。


accomplishment
 accomplishment作“才艺”解，含有“适于社交”的意思，如会说漂亮英语是一种accomplishment，精通英国文学却不叫做accomplishment，如跳舞、弹琴、唱歌都是accomplishment。


accord 1．
 in accord with跟in accordance with同义，但远不及in accordance with普通。


2．
 of his（或your等）own accord（出于自愿地，自发地）和on his（或your等）own account（为了自己的利益地，自己负责地）很容易混用：注意一用of，一用on。


3．
 accord后面可以接双宾语，如We shall accord him praise和The diplomat was accorded great honour。


accordance 1．
 in accordance with和according to不同。说“依照法律”、“依照章程”、“依照规则”、“依照惯例”等，用in accordance with语气重些，用according to往往语气轻些。例如：Society develops in accordance with (或according to) certain regular laws. 说“依据某书说”、“依据某人说”、“依据某报告”、“依据某学说”等，只可用according to，不可用in accordance with。例如：Operate according to the instructions in the manual. （按手册上的指示操作）说“依据…而不同”，只可用according to，如Judge him according to his actions（依据他的行动对他作出评估）和We pay him according to his contribution（我们根据他的贡献付酬）。


2．
 in accordance with引导状语短语或形容词短语都可以，如The sentence has been rewritten in accordance with modern usage和The sentence is quite in accordance with modern usage。according to引导形容词短语比较少见，如上面第一句里的in accordance with改作according to也很自然，第二句里的in accordance with改作according to便不很自然，但并不错。可是作“依据…”解的according to不可引导形容词短语，如不可说This information is according to an expert。


according
 参见accordance



account 1．
 on his（或your等）own account和of his（或your等）own accord不可混用。参见accord 2



2．
 on
 account of（因为）里用on，现在很少用upon。


3．
 注意On no account (决不) should we neglect our work里用should we，不用we should。


4．
 He is of
 no account和He is a person of
 no account（他不是重要人物）都是正常的英语，He is no account和He is a no-account person都是美国口语。


5．
 account后面可以接宾语和表语，如I account him wise和I account him a wise man。在宾语后面有时加上to be，有时加上as，但都不普通。


accounting
 accounting（会计学）是美国英语，相当于英国英语的accountancy。


accrue(d)
 The interest accrued (产生［而积累］的利息) is a small amount里的accrued是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


accuse(d) 1．
 accuse的宾语该是指被控的人的词，宾语后面接of和指所控的罪或过失的词。例如：They accused him of
 murder. 和He accused you of negligence.


2．
 accuse后面不可接以that引导的从句，如不可说He accused (her) that
 she had stolen his pen，也不可说She was accused that
 ...或It was accused that
 ...。


3．
 accuse him of
 ...和charge him with
 ...意思相仿，注意一用of，一用with。


4．
 the
 accused是“被告”。例如：The accused was a young man. 偶尔用an
 accused指“一个被告”。例如：An accused was released yesterday. 也可以说three accused（三个被告）。


accustom(ed) 1．
 accustom用于主动语态和被动语态都可以。例如：

I have accustomed myself to it.

Necessity has accustomed me to it.

I am accustomed to it.

I have got accustomed to it.

但用在被动语态的多。注意各句里都用to。


2．
 accustomed 后面接不定式也有。例如：I am accustomed to do
 hard work. 接to和动名词也很普通，跟接不定式意思相同。例如：I am accustomed to doing
 hard work. 大概说简单的行为多用to和动名词，说复杂些的行为多用不定式。例如：

I am accustomed to riding
 .

I am accustomed to ride for an hour every morning
 .

I am accustomed to speaking English
 .

I am accustomed to speak English in public
 .


ache 1．
 ache是持续的痛，不指一时的刺痛。an
 ache,ache和aches
 都可以用。


2．
 She ached all down her back和Her whole back ached都可以说。


acknowledge 1．
 下面四句意思相同：

I acknowledge it as
 true.

I acknowledge it to be
 true.

I acknowledge that
 it is true.

I acknowledge the truth of it.

下面两句里的as可有可无：

I acknowledge myself (as
 ) defeated.

I acknowledge myself (as
 ) an offender.

注意myself是反身代词。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

I acknowledge your letter.

I acknowledge receipt of your letter.

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter.

在信的开首习惯用第二句，有时用第三句，但很少用第一句。在它处习惯用第一句。例如：Your letter reached me two months ago. I am sorry that I forgot to acknowledge
 it.


acknowledg(e)ment 1．
 下面两句意思相同：

Grateful acknowledg(e)ment is
 made (或due) to the following for permission to use copyright matter.

Grateful acknowledg(e)ments
 are
 made（或due） to the following for permission to use copyright matter.


2．
 We have for acknowledg(e)ment your letter of 5 September里的for acknowledg(e)ment是状语短语，修饰have, letter是have的宾语。


acoustics
 acoustics作“声学”解的时候，动词用单数形式。例如：Acoustics is
 the science of sound. 作“（剧院等的）音响情况”解的时候，动词用复数形式。例如：The acoustics of this theatre are
 excellent.


acquaint 1．
 acquaint是“使…认识”，不是“认识”，后面接with。“我认识他”该说I am acquainted with
 him。be acquainted with含有“仅仅认识、并不亲近”的意思。


2．
 acquaint虽然作“使…认识”解，“我要使他认识她”却不可说I want to acquaint him with her，照习惯该说I want to make
 (或get
 ) him acquainted with her。


3．
 make (或get) him (或you等) acquainted with后面接指事物的词也可以。例如：I want to make (或get) him acquainted with some new words. （我将使他认识几个新词。）把make或get改作bring从前普通，现在不大通用。


4．
 He wrote to acquaint me with the situation（他写信告诉我那情况）和He wrote to acquaint me how the work was going on等句子里的acquaint现在在美国是普通的，但在英国不很普通，通常改用tell或inform。改用了tell或inform，第一句里的with该改作about。


acquaintance 1．
 下面三句意思相同：

I have made acquaintance with the artist.

I have made the acquaintance of the artist.

I have made the artist's acquaintance.

注意：（1）第一句没有the，用with，第二句有the，用of。（2）第一句最不普通。

下面四句意思相同（第一句最普通）：

We made acquaintance last year.

We made acquaintance with each other (或one another) last year.

We made each other's (或one another's) acquaintance last year.

We made the acquaintance of each other (或one another) last year.


2．
 acquaintance从前也用作集合名词，指若干相识者，如his friends and acquaintance，这用法现在很不普通，现在最好说his friends and acquaintances
 ，但he has a
 large acquaintance（他有许多相识者）现在还是正常的英语。


3．
 a slight acquaintance (仅仅相识), an intimate acquaintance和a nodding acquaintance（点头之交）三种表达方式里的acquaintance都指对于人或事物的认识，并不指“相识的人”，如I have a slight (或an intimate，或a nodding) acquaintance with him (或the subject)和He has a slight acquaintance with astronomy。


acquaintanceship
 acquaintanceship跟acquaintance（相识的人）的关系，等于friendship跟friend的关系。但事实上在可以用acquaintanceship的场合也可以用acquaintance，所以acquaintanceship是多余的。


acquire
 acquire后面有时接双宾语，作“使…得到…”解。例如：His character acquired him a good name. （他的品格使他得到好名声。）


acquirement 1．
 说“学识”习惯用复数形式，如intellectual acquirements
 和literary acquirements
 。


2．
 acquirement和acquisition不同。两个单词都有“得到”和“所得到的东西”两个意思，但acquirement总是指精神上的，acquisition却指物质上和精神上的都可以。例如：

the acquirement of knowledge, his literary acquirements,

the acquisition of property, the acquisition of skill,

a great acquisition to the hospital, his mental acquisitions


acquisition 1．
 acquisition往往作“被得到的可贵的物或人”解，如Your services are an acquisition to the staff和The young assistant is an acquisition。


2．
 参见acquirement 2



across
 He lives across (the street) from
 my house（他住在我的房子的对面）等句子里在across后面习惯用from。


act(ion) 1．
 act和action的区别，下面几点该注意：

（1）act指一时而简单的动作，action指持续而复杂的动作。如你看见有人倒在地上，扶他起来，这是act。要是不但扶他起来，而且替他叫车，送他到家等，那是action。

（2）在act of cruelty, act of folly, act of kindness, act of madness, act of mercy等表达方式（都是后面接of和抽象名词）里只用act，不用action。

（3）cruel act(ion), foolish act(ion), kind act(ion)等表达方式（都是前面用形容词）里用action比用act普通些。

（4）act比action具体，action比act抽象。如in word and act里的word和act都是具体的，in speech and action里的speech和action都是抽象的。但谚语Actions speak louder than words里用actions，不用acts。

有许多地方，或者只可用act，或者只可用action。例如：

in the (very) act
 of...ing（正在做…的事）


act
 of God（天灾）

take action
 （有所举动、采取行动）

the action
 of the machine（这机器的作用）


2．
 act the hero（装出英雄气概），act the child（做出儿童模样），act the policeman（做出警察一般的行动）等表达方式里都用the，不用a，偶然有不用the的，但很少。


3．
 The boys sometimes act being soldiers（男孩们有时装扮成士兵做游戏）里的being是act的宾语。


4．
 下面第一句里用natural而不用naturally，第二句里用wild而不用wildly，因为着重在那个人当时的情况：

At first he was a little shy in class, but now he acts more natural
 .

The girl has begun to act wild
 again, as though she were going mad.

有时act＋形容词作“假装得…似的”解。例如：

Even elephants have been known to act dead
 .


activism
 “积极性”用activism或activeness都可以。


activist
 activist（积极分子）有时用作形容词，如an activist thinker。


activity
 复数形式activities
 指“活动（范围）”，如social activities
 , business activities
 , school activities
 , human activities
 和recreational activities
 （文娱活动）。social activity, business activity等也可以说，但很少见a
 social activity, a
 business activity等。


actor
 actor指男演员，女演员是actress。但在不着重女性的场合有时也用actor指女演员。例如：Here we mention her as a successful dramatist rather than as a successful actor
 .


actually
 actually往往有“说来奇怪，但竟然这样”的意思。如I actually
 saw him yesterday有“你别以为我昨天不会看见他，我却竟然看见了他”的意思。又如大家以为某人决不会讲英语，你却竟然听他讲过，你就说He actually
 spoke English。


AD
 （或A. D.
 ） 1．
 AD（=拉丁语Anno Domini
 ［在我们的主的年］，纪元后）用在年份前或年份后都可以，如AD 146和146 AD。


2．
 AD作in the year of our Lord解，所以用了它不可用in或in the year。但事实上用in是常见的。


3．
 AD只用于年份，不可用于世纪，例如不可用the second century AD，该用the second century after Christ。


4．
 说The People's Republic of China was established AD 1949（或1949 AD）当然不错。但事实上不用AD，因为除了有跟“纪元前”混用的场合以外，习惯不用AD。


adapt(ed) 1．
 adapted play是“把某剧本改编而成的剧本”，不是“被改编的原剧本”，参见revise(d) 2
 。注意a play adapted from
 the French 里用from。


2．
 adapted作“适当的”解的时候后面接for或to都有，英国人多用for，美国人多用to，如books adapted for
 (或to
 ) home reading。


add 1．
 add是“把…加上去”，不是“增加”。例如：They have decided to add ¥20 to his wages. “增加”用increase或raise。例如：They have decided to increase (或raise) his wages to ¥100 a month． 但add to作“增加”解，如That will add to
 my pleasure和That may add to
 his difficulties。


2．
 add(s) up to （1．
 总合起来成为2．
 意味着）似乎是最近一二十年新出现的习语，偶尔省去up。例如：

All these facts add up to a picture of happiness.

What it all adds up to is that you have learnt a good lesson.

Everything you say adds up to justice.


addendum 1．
 addendum的复数形式是addenda
 ，偶尔作addendums
 。


2．
 addendum和appendix不同，addendum是“补遗”，appendix是“附录”。


3．
 addendum是一个补遗，也许包括许多项。但有时也指补遗里的一项，所以一个包括许多项的补遗可以叫做addendum，也可以叫做addenda。（an
 addenda是美国用法。）


addict 1．
 addict是“使…沉溺”，不是“沉溺于”。“他以前一贯沉溺于赌博”该说He used to addict himself to
 gambling或He used to be addicted to
 gambling，不可说He used to addict
 gambling。习惯上多用被动语态。


2．
 addict后面接to和名词或to和动名词，不可接不定式，如不可说He used to addict himself to gamble
 和He used to be addicted to gamble
 。addicted to drink是可以说的，注意这里的drink是名词，不是动词，习惯上多用被动语态。


addition
 in addition to（加在…上，不但…）里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以该说in addition to doing this
 ，不可说in addition to do this
 。


address 1．
 address现在只用作及物动词，作“向…讲话”和“写信给…”解，后面不可加to，如可以说address
 the audience或address
 the newspaper editor，不可说address to
 the audience或address to
 the newspaper editor。addressed to是可以用的，但这里的addressed是用在被动语态的过去分词。例如：This letter is addressed to
 a newspaper editor.


2．
 address the letter和address the envelope都可以说。


3．
 She addressed herself to carrying
 out the plan里的carrying是动名词，不可改作carry。


4．
 address作“地址”解的时候，前面习惯用at。例如：You must write to him at
 his new address.


5．
 信面上的所谓address有时包括姓名，有时不包括姓名。


6．
 address，lecture和speech不同。address指正式的演说或讲话，如毕业典礼上的校长演说。lecture指学术演讲，如对于外语学习法的演讲。speech是最普通的名称，如小组会上的发言。


7．
 在英国，address（演说）前面通常用give或deliver，但在美国通常用make。不论在英国或美国，speech前面通常用make，lecture前面通常用give或deliver。


adequate
 下面两句意思相同：

Our fuel supply is adequate to heat
 the house this winter.

Our fuel supply is adequate for heating
 the house this winter.


adjust
 下面两句里的反身代词可以省去：

He adjusts (himself
 ) to circumstances readily.

I soon adjusted (myself
 ) to my new work.


administrate
 administrate作administer解，在美国比较常用，在英国极少用。


administration
 在美国往往用the
 Administration指政府（就是总统和他的内阁），相当于英国的the
 Government。往往把总统的姓加在前面，如the Bush Administration。这相当于英国的把首相的姓加在Government前面，如the Blair Government。


admirable
 可以说I had a cup of admirable wine last night。但不可说This wine is not admirable, Is this wine admirable? I want a cup of admirable wine或Please give me some admirable wine。参见most 4



admiration 1．
 admiration后面通常接for，有时接of，如his admiration for
 (或of
 ) the book。in admiration of
 中必须用of。


2．
 admiration通常不用复数形式。但前面往往用a（中间加上形容词）。例如：We have a
 deep admiration for the Great Wall.


admire 1．
 admire后面接名词，不可接以that引导的从句，如可以说I admire his learning，不可说I admire that
 he is learned。I admire his being
 learned是可以说的，但不很自然。


2．
 I admire his learning和I admire him for
 his learning都可以说。


admission
 admission现在比admittance普通。除了在No admittance except on business（闲人莫入）和No admittance（非请莫入）两种表达方式以外，admittance很少用。


admit 1．
 admit是“承认”，admit of
 是“有…的余地”，如I admit
 the truth of the statement和The statement admits of
 no doubt。人只可以admit什么，不可以admit of什么，所以不可说I admit of
 no doubt。


2．
 admit（承认）后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He admits being
 ignorant of it，不可说He admits to be
 ignorant of it。

在admit和动名词的中间有时加上to，如He admits to
 being ignorant of it。


3．
 admit（承认）有时在它的宾语后面接表语。例如：He admitted himself a failure.


admittable
 admittable现在极少用，该改用admissible。


admittance
 参见admission



admittedly
 admittedly（被人承认地）有时有“固然”的含意，有时没有，有这含意的时候后面有以but引导的从句。例如：

He is admittedly a talented actor.

Admittedly there has been some improvement, but
 the work is still unsatisfactory.


admitting
 admitting有时没有它所依附着的名词。例如：Admitting that he is always sincere, he sometimes does not judge rightly. 假使在第二个he前面加上we must remember，那末Admitting便依附着we了。


advance(d) 1．
 advance和advancement都是相当于动词advance 的名词，但advance表达不及物的意思，advancement表达及物的意思，如the advance
 of knowledge是“知识的进步”，the advancement
 of knowledge是“知识的被人推进”。advance比advancement普通，如下面各种表达方式里都用advance，不用advancement：

the advance
 from gramophone to CD player, the advance
 of the army, the advance
 of evening, the advance
 of old age, the advance
 in rank, the advance
 in science


2．
 advanced和progressive不同。advanced是“高级的”，progressive是“向前进的”。如an advanced course in English是“一个高级的英语课程”（是高级英语），a progressive course in English是“一个循序渐进的英语课程”（也许从英语初步开始）。又如advanced ideas是“（比同时代的一般人的思想）先进的思想”，progressive ideas是“（赞成或提倡在政治上）进步的思想”。说“先进的”必须用advanced。


advancement
 参见advance(d) 1



advantage 1．
 the advantages of e-mail over
 telegram里用over。


2．
 You have the advantage of
 me in experience（在经验方面你比我强）里的of改作over也可以。


adventure 1．
 He loves adventure（抽象名词）和He loves adventures
 都对。可以说He seeks adventures
 for adventure's
 sake。


2．
 adventure用作动词极不普通，最好不说adventure an opinion，该把adventure改作venture。


(ad)venturesome
 adventuresome远不及venturesome普通。


(ad)venturous
 adventurous比venturous普通。


advert
 advert后面接to，作“谈到”解。现在远不及refer普通，如I shall advert to the matter again when a more suitable occasion arises里的advert最好改作refer。


advertise
 advertise是“广告”，advertise for
 是“用广告征求”，如The shop advertises
 its wares和We have advertised for
 a secondhand motor-car。但advertise不一定有“预备出卖”的意思，如He did his best to advertise
 himself是“他努力使人家注意他”，并没有“推销自己”的意思。


advertisement 1．
 advertisement有时用作抽象名词，如Advertisement helps to sell goods。


2．
 一二百年以前书的开首的Advertisement是对读者的说明，跟现在的“广告”不同。


advice 1．
 单数形式advice和复数形式advices
 在公文和商业文件里都用作“报告”或“消息”解，如According to advice(s)
 from our agent, business is improving。在一般文字里该避免。letter of advice是“报告信”或“通知信”，如报告寄货或通知汇款。


2．
 说“劝告”advice前面不可加an，也没有复数形式。说“一项劝告”该说a piece
 of advice或a bit
 of advice，“多项劝告”是pieces
 of advice或bits
 of advice。用复数形式advices
 作“劝告”解是古语，现在不用。


3．
 take advice是“征求他人的意见”，take medical advice是“请医生诊视”，take legal advice是“请律师”，take the
 advice是“听从这劝告”，take his
 (或your
 等) advice有时是“听从他（或你等）的劝告”，有时是“征求他（或你等）的意见”。


4．
 his advice to read
 poetry是“他劝人读诗歌”，his advice on reading
 poetry是“他对于读诗歌的劝告”。


5．
 advice后面有时接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should或虚拟现在式。例如：His father's advice that
 he (should
 ) drop the habit of smoking should be observed.


advisable
 It is advisable that he (should) arrive at eight o'clock every morning里用arrive（虚拟现在式）或should arrive，不用arrives
 。


advise 1．
 advise him是“劝告他”，advise with
 him是“跟他商量”，现在不很普通。


2．
 advise有时用作“劝人采用…”解，如I will not advise
 such a course of action和The doctor advised
 artificial respiration。advise against
 作“劝人不采用…”解。例如：I advise against
 such a course of action. advise后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He advises trying
 once more，trying不可改用to try
 。


3．
 说“劝某人…”，在指人的词的后面用不定式。例如：He advised her to read
 carefully. 说“劝某人不…”，在指人的词的后面用not和不定式或against和动名词都可以，如He advised her not to read
 carelessly和He advised her against reading
 carelessly或He advised her against
 careless reading
 。


4．
 advised（劝告）后面有时接以that引导的从句，那从句里的动词通常用虚拟现在式。例如：I advised that
 he write
 (不用wrote
 ) the report very carefully. advised和that的中间加上him也可以，但不很普通。


5．
 下面两句都可以说：

He advised me what
 to do.

Will you advise me which
 to buy?

把me省去也可以，但不很普通。


6．
 advise在公文和商业文件里往往用作“通知”或“报告”解。例如：

We will advise you in a day or two.

They have advised us of
 the arrival of the goods. (of偶尔省去)

They have advised the arrival of the goods.

We are pleased to advise you that
 things are improving.

这用法在一般文字里该避免。


7．
 You would be well advised to...（不定式）作I think you should...解，是英国公文里的陈套语。


advisedly
 advisedly是“在审慎考虑以后地”，有“别以为偶然或贸然”的意思。例如：

When Tom called her a slattern, he used the offending word advisedly.

Everything in this difficult situation has been done advisedly.


adviser
 adviser in
 English studies（英语研究指导员）和adviser on
 economic affairs（经济顾问）里的in和on都不可改作of。至于在什么场合用in，在什么场合用on，似乎没有一定。


advocate 1．
 advocate是及物动词，后面不可加介词，如不可说He advocates for
 reform。


2．
 advocate后面很少接以that引导的从句，如很少说He advocates that
 due attention (should) be paid to reform。


3．
 advocate后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说We advocate stopping
 the practice，stopping不可改用to stop
 。


aerodrome
 aerodrome（飞机场）和airdrome同义，英国人多用aerodrome，美国人多用airdrome。现在一般用airfield和airport。


aeroplane
 aeroplane（飞机）和airplane同义，英国人多用aeroplane，美国人多用airplane。airplane在英国也在渐渐多用起来。


affair 1．
 affair有时用作love-affair解。例如：He has had an affair
 with the girl.


2．
 复数形式affairs
 往往用作“情形”或“事态”解，并不指“多件事”，如He asked me how affairs
 stood（他问我情形怎样）和They are going to investigate affairs
 （他们将调查事态）。注意affairs前面没有the。


3．
 foreign affairs
 （外交［事务］），his financial affairs
 （他的经济情况），your own affairs
 （他自己的事情）等表达方式里用复数形式affairs
 。即使在foreign affairs
 expert等表达方式里也用复数形式。


affect(ed) 1．
 affect作“发生影响于…”解，这影响也许是好的，也许是不好的，但往往指不好的。假使它的宾语是health或指身体某部分的词，那影响总是不好的。如This may affect your health（这个也许将有害于你的健康）和My throat is always affected by bad weather。有时affected的意思不够明确，如The progress of the building has been affected by the storm里用affected不及用hindered, delayed, stopped等明确。


2．
 affected作“做作、不自然”解，语气比unnatural重。例如：His style is too formal and unnatural, and even affected.


affectation
 affectation（假装、装模作样）和affection（爱好）现在截然不同，不可通用。No-one feels much affection
 for a person who shows affectation
 是“对于显露矫饰的人，没有人感到多大的好感”。


affection 1．
 注意下面各句都有a（或an）：

We have a
 deep affection for our mother country.

He has a
 real affection for her.

She has an
 extraordinary affection for her cat.


An
 affection has sprung up between the young man and the young woman.


2．
 在his, your等词后面习惯用复数形式，如I wonder who is the object of his affections
 。a man of deep affections
 等表达方式里也用复数形式。


3．
 affection比love语气轻些，可以说His was a home where there was no love and little affection。


affectionate
 affectionate和dear不同，affectionate是“爱的”，dear是“被爱的”，如He is affectionate
 to me是“他爱我”， He is dear
 to me是“他被我爱”，就是“我爱他”。


affirmative(ly)
 He answered（或replied）in the affirmative里的in the affirmative不可改作affirmatively。但He answered (或replied) in the affirmative不及He agreed, He assented, He consented, He accepted等普通。


afford 1．
 afford（给）可以带有双宾语。例如：It affords me great satisfaction to be able to help him.


2．
 can afford to...表示“做得到…”，“忍得住…”等意思。例如：

He can afford to keep
 a motor-car. （1．
 他做得到备一辆汽车。2．
 他备得起一辆汽车。）

She can hardly afford to wait
 for another hour. （她几乎做不到再等一小时［因为时间局促］。）


3．
 I did not think I could afford to lose
 my post. （我想我失去这个职位受不了［因为我靠它生活，或者因为我喜欢这种工作，或者因为颜面攸关，或者因为我不肯甘心失业，或者另有原因］。）


affront(ed)
 关于an affronted look（一个感觉被侮辱的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5)E


afraid 1．
 much
 afraid, very much
 afraid和very
 afraid都作“很怕”解。但very
 afraid不妥，因为afraid是表语形容词。very much
 afraid最普通。相当于afraid的定语形容词是frightened。


2．
 afraid后面接不定式、of或以that或lest引导的从句都可以。从句开首的that通常省去。例如：I am afraid (that
 ) we shall be late.


3．
 afraid后面接不定式作“怕…”或“不敢…”解，afraid后接of和动名词通常作“恐怕将…”解，但也往往作“怕…”或“不敢…”解。如afraid to die
 是“怕死”或“不敢死”，afraid of dying
 通常是“恐怕将死”，但也往往作“怕死”或“不敢死”解。afraid to see
 him是“怕见他”或“不敢见他”，afraid of seeing
 him通常是“（不要见他而）恐怕不免见他”，但也往往作“怕见他”或“不敢见他”解。假定你很怕伤风，该说afraid to catch
 cold或afraid of catching
 cold，假定你衣服穿得太少，恐怕就要伤风，该说afraid of catching
 cold。


4．
 I am afraid of
 you是“我怕你。”I am afraid for
 you是“我替你担心（恐怕你将受害）”。


5．
 I am afraid有时用作I am sorry解。例如：I am afraid I cannot tell you．但不可单用I am afraid代替I am sorry。


after 1．
 可以说He arrived
 after four weeks和He arrived
 four weeks after（作“他在四个星期后到达了”解），但不可说He will
 (或would
 ) arrive after four weeks和He will
 (或would
 ) arrive four weeks after。

从某时说到多少时间以后，不该用after，该用in。所以该说He will (或would) arrive in
 four weeks。但说He will arrive four weeks from now
 和He would arrive four weeks from then
 也可以。

假使说“某个时刻（point of time）或日期或事件以后”，尽可用after。例如：He will (或would) arrive after four o'clock
 (或after 5 July
 ，或after the ceremony
 ).


2．
 说“某事件的若干时间以后”该说“若干时间after事件”，不可说after若干时间of事件，如可以说two hours after
 his arrival和two years after
 her graduation，不可说after
 two hours of
 his arrival和after
 ten years of
 her graduation。

two hours after his arrival是“他到达两小时以后”，the
 two hours after his arrival是“他到达以后的两小时”，for
 two hours after his arrival 是“在他到达以后的两小时全段时间里”，in
 two hours after his arrival跟没有in意思相同，within
 two hours after his arrival是“在他到达以后的两小时中的某时刻”。

注意下面第一句里没有the或for，第二句里有the，第三句里有for，第四句（跟第一句意思相同）里有in，第五句里有within：

Two hours after his arrival, I called on him.

During the
 two hours after his arrival, nearly a hundred people called on him.


For
 two hours after his arrival, nearly a hundred people called on him.


In
 two hours after his arrival, I called on him.


Within
 two hours after his arrival, I called on him.


3．
 “若干时间after日期或月份”通常把那日期或月份除外，如five days after 3 July指从7月4日算起的5天以后，就是7月9日，five months after July指从8月算起的5个月以后，就是明年的1月。但并不一定这样，所以five days after 3 July也许指7月8日，five months after July也许在指12月。可能被人误解的时候该避免这种结构。


4．
 可以说After his graduation he went abroad和After his graduation he will go abroad，但不可说After his graduation he has been abroad。从过去的某时或某事说到现在，不该用after，该用since。

这里所讲的after是介词。用作连接词也是这样，所以可以说He went
 abroad after he graduated，但不可说He has been
 abroad after he graduated，这里也该把after改作since。


5．
 half after
 four, five minutes after
 eight等是美国英语，相当于英国英语half past
 four, five minutes past
 eight等。在英国方言里也有half after
 four等。


6．
 以after引导的状语从句里用现在时态，不用将来时态，如I shall start after he comes
 。不该把comes改作will come。


7．
 下面各句都可以说，意思相同。有人以为第二句和第四句不好。

Having graduated, he went to Canada.


After having
 graduated, he went to Canada.


After
 graduating, he went to Canada.


After he had
 graduated, he went to Canada.


After
 he graduated, he went to Canada.


When
 he had
 graduated, he went to Canada.


8．
 after通常指时间先后的次序，behind通常指位置，如August comes after
 July里用after，A garden lies behind
 the house里用behind。下面各句里的after都该改作behind。

Don't stand after
 the door.

The cat is sitting after
 the sofa.

Something has got after
 the bush.

但往往after和behind可以通用，如Please shut the door after
 (或behind
 ) you和He came in after
 （或behind
 ）her。


9．
 be after作“追求、希求”解。例如：He is after you. （他正在找你。）和He is always after me to teach
 him the violin. （他老是要我教他小提琴。）注意第二句里用不定式。


10．
 after all有“虽然这样”的意思。例如：In coming home we got caught in the rain and became wet through and through, after all I don't mind as we had a fine time. 不可说In coming home we got caught in the rain and became wet through and through, after all I wish I hadn't joined in the outing。


afternoon 1．
 afternoon（下午）是after和noon两个词合成的名词，“在下午”该说in the afternoon或during the afternoon。


2．
 this afternoon（今天下午）, yesterday afternoon（昨天下午），tomorrow afternoon（明天下午），every afternoon（每天下午）等表达方式前面不可有in或on，如I shall see him this afternoon里没有in或on。


3．
 after noon用作状语短语（如We left after noon
 today）比较少见。但shortly after noon（午后不久），immediately after noon（午后立即）等是普通的。


4．
 复数形式afternoons
 有时用作副词，作“在每天下午”解。例如：She helps me with English grammar afternoons
 . （她每天下午帮助我学习英语语法。）这主要是美国用法。


afterward(s) 1．
 在英国通常用afterwards
 ，在美国两种形式都普通。


2．
 two years afterward(s)是“两年以后”，for
 two years afterward(s) 是“在以后的两年里”。


again 1．
 again and again和time and again是“屡次地”或“频繁地”，now and again是“有时”或“偶尔”，only now and again是“难得地”。


2．
 比较下面两句：

These shoes cost me as much again as the last pair I bought.

（这双鞋子价钱比我最近买的那双贵一倍［就是加上百分之一百］。）

These shoes cost me half
 as much again as the last pair I bought.

（这双鞋子价钱比我最近买的那双贵一半［就是加上百分之五十］。）


against 1．
 fight, strive, struggle等词后面接against和接with意思相仿，但用against着重在困难中抵抗，如We fight for the weak against the strong。


2．
 against是介词，但有时把它的宾语省去。例如：

He had intended to come but somehow decided against (=against it).

After I made my suggestion, the verdict of all the members except John was in its favour, but his was against (=against it).


age(d) 1．
 下面各句意思相同：

I am twenty years of age.

I am aged twenty.

I am aged twenty years.

My age is twenty.

My age is twenty years.

另外也可说I am twenty years old和I am twenty，但不可说I am twenty of age, I am twenty years of my
 age, My age is twenty years old
 ，或I am aged
 twenty years old
 。

（I am aged twenty years有时可能作“我［在容貌上或精神上好似］老了二十年”解。）


2．
 age前面可以用at，in或of，但意思不同：

He died at
 the age of ninety.

He died in
 his old age.

He died in
 an age of general unrest.

He is of
 my age.

第一句里的age指“年龄”，前面用at。第二句里的age指“人生的一段时间”，前面用in。第三句里的age指“时代”，前面用in。第四句里的of my age（跟我同年的）是形容词短语，前面用of。


3．
 at the
 age of...里用the，不可用an。


4．
 advanced
 age是“高龄”，old
 age是“老年时期”，所以可以说He died at
 an advanced
 age和He died in
 his old
 age，但不可说He died at
 an old
 age和He died in
 his advanced
 age。但虽然不说at an old age，却可以说at an extremely old age和at a good old age。


5．
 when I was of
 your age, a boy of
 about my age, a man of
 twice my age, of
 what age he is等表达方式里的of往往省去。I don't know what age he is和What age do you think he is? 不及I don't know how old he is和How old do you think he is? 普通。What age are you? 不合习惯，该改作How old are you?


6．
 old age是“老年”，middle age是“中年”（从四十岁左右到六十岁左右）。old age和middle age前面没有the。说“少年”通常用youth，不说young age。单用age指old age现在很少见。


7．
 不可说My age is young或His age is old，该说I am young和He is old。


8．
 middle age是“中年”，the
 M
 iddle A
 ges
 （有时写作the
 m
 iddle a
 ges）是“中世纪”（没有一定的年限）。两种表达方式不可混用。相当于middle age的形容词是middle-aged，相当于the Middle Ages的形容词是medi(a)eval。


9．
 old age不可用作“古代”解。“古代”该说ancient times。


10．
 of an
 age是“同年龄的”，如He and I are of an age, 但You are of an age to understand such things是“你到了了解这种事的年龄了”，of the
 age是“当代的”，of age是“成年的”。


11．
 假定你从生下来到现在，共有十八年零几个月，那末可说eighteen，但实际已到了第十九年，所以也可说in my nineteenth year，而且离十九岁不远了，所以也可说coming nineteen, going nineteen或rising nineteen。


12．
 for ages和for an age都作“经过很长时间”解。例如：

He kept me waiting for ages
 . （他使我等待了好久。）

He kept me waiting for an age
 .


agenda 1．
 agenda（议程）原来是复数形式，它的单数形式是agendum。但下面两点该注意：

（1）往往用agenda指各件事的全体，把它看作单数。例如：The agenda has
 not yet been prepared. （这种用法里的复数形式是agendas
 。）

（2）说“议程里的某项”很少用agendum，通常用item。例如：item (No) 5 (of the agenda)


2．
 the first item of
 the agenda, the first item on
 the agenda和the first item in
 the agenda都可以说。


agent
 agent有时指secret agent（秘密使者，特务，间谍）。


aggression
 the aggression of...（指某国等）是“…国侵略它国”，如the aggression of Nazi Germany（纳粹德国的侵略），说“…国被它国侵略”该说aggression on
 （或upon
 ，或against
 ）...，如Japanese aggression on
 （或upon
 ，或against
 ）Korea（本对朝鲜的侵略）。


aggressive
 “侵略（性）的外交政策”该说aggressive foreign policy，“侵略战争”该说aggressive war，但说“侵略国”，aggressive nation不及aggressor nation普通。


ago 1．
 一般说来，用了ago不可用完成时态，如可以说She saw
 him a week ago，不可说She has seen
 him a week ago。但用了助动词或用在分词、动名词或不定式的形式里便可以用完成时态。例如：

She must have seen
 him a week ago.

She may have seen
 him a week ago.

She cannot have seen
 him a week ago.


Having seen
 him a week ago, she is always thinking of him.

She speaks of having seen
 him a week ago.

She seems to have seen
 him a week ago.

即使不用助动词，也不用在分词、动名词或不定式的形式里，偶尔也有用完成时态而用ago的。例如：I have
 long ago given
 up that habit. 这里语气重在“早已…”。


2．
 说现在的多少时间以前，该用ago，如He started five minutes ago
 和He returned home twenty years ago
 。说过去某时的多少时间以前，该用before，如He told me he had seen her a few minutes before
 。不过英美也有人用ago的，往往用ago语气比较生动。说将来某时的多少时间以前，也该用before。例如：When you call at the shop again this afternoon, you may be told that the book has been sold only a few minutes before
 . 说任何某时（不是现在、过去或将来的某时）的多少时间以前，也该用before。例如：He often forgets what he has heard only a few minutes before
 . （这三种场合里的before改作previously或earlier也可以，但不及before普通。）


3．
 It is
 five years ago that he returned home和It was
 five years ago that he returned home都可以说。用is着重“到现在已有5年”的意思，假使在ago后面加上now，这意思更明显。不可说It was
 five years ago now
 that he returned home。


4．
 as long ago as 1864等表达方式里在第二个as后面没有in。可以说as long as forty years ago
 ，不可说as long ago
 as forty years。


5．
 She died three years ago next Monday是“她在下一个星期一的3年以前死去”。假定下一个星期一是8月5日，那末她便是3年前的8月5日死的。It happened a fortnight ago tomorrow是“这件事发生在13天以前。”


6．
 “最近过去的第二个晚上”习惯说two evenings ago，说“最近过去的第三个夏天”习惯说three summers ago。


agony
 in agony（在苦恼中）不可改作in agonies
 。可以说an
 agony of terror, the
 agony of shame, agonies
 of pain，和the
 agonies
 of death。用agony或agonies，在agonies前面是否有the，都没有一定。


agree 1．
 agree作“承认”解，后面可以接以that引导的从句，如I agree (with you) that
 the book is well worth reading。


2．
 agree with
 是“同意”，后面接指人或表示“意见”的词，如I agree with
 you和I agree with
 what you say。agree to
 是“应允”或“同意于”，后面接表示“提议”、“办法”、“计划”等的词，如I agree to
 the proposal和Does he agree to
 this arrangement? agree on
 （或upon
 ）是“（双方）决定”，如They agree (up
 ) on
 these terms。近年来往往省去agree后面的to或on （或upon），把agree用作及物动词。


3．
 We are agreed里的agreed（互相同意的）是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词，后面可以接以that引导的从句，如We are agreed that
 the meeting must be held not later than 8 August。We met at an agreed place at an agreed time和A joint declaration agreed by all the governments concerned will soon be published里的agreed是及物动词的过去分词。


4．
 They agreed to do
 it是“他们（听从了别人而）同意做这件事”，They agreed in doing
 it是“他们对于做这件事互相同意。”


5．
 下面三句意思相同：

I agree that he call
 on me every Sunday.

I agree that he shall call
 on me every Sunday.

I agree that he should call
 on me every Sunday.

注意第一句里用call（虚拟现在式），不用calls
 。

下面两句意思相同：

I agreed that he call
 on me every Sunday.

I agreed that he should
 call on me every Sunday.

注意第一句里用call，不用called
 。

比较下面两句（参见1）：

I agree that he call on me every Sunday. （我赞同他每星期日来访。）

I agree that he calls
 on me every Sunday. （我承认他是每星期日来访的。）


agreeable
 下面的第一句比第二句普通：

He is agreeable to come.

He is agreeable to coming
 .


agricultur(al)ist
 在英国agriculturist（农学家）比agriculturalist普通，在美国似乎两种形式都普通。


ahead
 I have a very busy day ahead of me里的ahead指“在前”，就是指“以后”。We must decide a week ahead里的ahead指“预先”，就是指“以前”。


aid 1．
 aid的宾语后面接不定式或in和动名词都可以，如We aid him to do
 it和We aid him in doing
 it。


2．
 aid（帮助物）后面接to，如I hope this book will be a great aid to
 English composition。要是后面用动名词，接to或for都可以，如various aids to
 (或for
 ) teaching foreign languages。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

He came for
 our aid. （他来请我们帮助。）

He came to
 our aid. （他来帮助我们。）


4．
 What's this in aid of? 和What's all this in aid of? 都是口语，直译作“这（一切）帮助什么？”，就是“你（这样做）的目的是什么？”


aid(e)-de-camp
 在英国通常用aide-de-camp，在美国两种形式都用。复数形式是aid(e)s
 -de-camp，偶尔作aid(e)-de-camps
 。


ail 1．
 说出了病名，便不可用ail，如可以说What
 ails him? 和Something
 ails him，不可说A cold
 ails him。


2．
 ail不可用被动语态，如不可说He is ailed
 by something。


3．
 ail作“害病”解通常用现在分词ailing，指“有小病”或“略感不适”，如可以说She is not ill, but merely ailing。


aim 1．
 aim（不及物动词）在用作“目的在于…”或“使…目的在于…”解的时候，在英国后面通常接at和动名词，在美国通常接不定式。如在英国通常说He aims at mastering
 English和He aims his efforts at mastering
 English，在美国通常说He aims to master
 English和He aims his efforts to master
 English。但在aiming后面即使在英国也通常接不定式，那是因为不知不觉地避免...ing at...ing。


2．
 take aim（瞄准）里没有an, take good aim里没有a。


3．
 Her aim in
 visiting the school was to see the library等句子里的in不可改作of。She visited the school with
 the aim of seeing the library等句子里的with不可改作for。


ain't 1．
 ain't在口语里是am not的简写形式，主要用在疑问句里。例如：Ain't I qualified? 在叙述句里比较少用，如I'm afraid I ain't
 qualified不及I'm afraid I'm not
 qualified普通，把ain't用作is not, are not, have not或has not的简写形式不算正当。


2．
 ain't有时写作an't。


air 1．
 统说“空气”，air前面没有the（当然在the
 air we breathe, the
 air in the room等表达方式里该有the）。说“空中”，air前面该有the。但by air中没有the。例如：We can now travel by air
 . 假使把by改作through，便该有the。


2．
 take air是“被传布”，take the
 air是“在户外散步”或“开始广播”，take to the
 air是“开始飞行”。


3．
 in the air是“在空中”，in the open air是“在户外”，如Many birds are flying in the air和I am going out for a walk in the open air。


4．
 不可说The moon is in the air, There are a few stars in the air或There is not a cloud in the air，该把air改作sky。


5．
 on the air和over the air相同，都可以用作形容词短语或状语短语，都指无线电广播。例如：

She is on (或over) the air. （她正在广播。）

She is singing on (或over) the air. （她正在广播歌唱。）

The story is on (或over) the air. （1．这故事经常被广播。2．这故事正在被广播。）

The story is told on (或over) the air. （这故事经常被广播讲述。）

The story is being told on (或over) the air. （这故事正在被广播讲述。）各句里的on或over不可改作in。


aircraft
 单数和复数同一形式。统指飞机、飞艇、汽球等。


aircraft(s)man 1．
 aircraft(s)man和airman不同，aircraft(s)man是“（英国）空军技师”，是地上工作人员，并不飞行，airman是“飞行员”。


2．
 英国皇家空军里的正式名称是aircraftman，不是aircrafts
 man。


aircraft(s)woman 1．
 aircraft(s)woman（英国空军女士兵）和airwoman（女飞行员）不同。


2．
 英国皇家空军里的正式名称是aircraftwoman，不是aircrafts
 woman。


airdrome
 参见aerodrome



airplane
 参见aeroplane



akin
 akin是表语形容词，所以不可说very
 akin，该说much
 akin或very much
 akin。用very much比用much普通。相当于akin的定语形容词是kindred。


alarm
 take alarm是“吃惊”或“受惊”，take the
 alarm有时是“吃惊”或“受惊”，但通常是“接到警报（而有所动作）”。Coming upon a snake, she took (the) alarm里通常不用the。Hearing an air-raid alert, she took the alarm里该有the。


alert 1．
 alert（机警的）用作定语形容词现在很普通。例如：an alert man, his alert attention和an alert fancy


2．
 alert用作动词作“促使…提防”解，有时在它的宾语后面接以that引导的从句。例如：The villagers alerted the traveller that
 wolves might come out in the night.


alienate
 比较下面两句：

I hope nothing will ever alienate him from his brothers. （我希望没有什么事会使他跟他的弟兄们不和好。）

I hope nothing will ever alienate his brothers from him. （我希望没有什么事会使他的弟兄们跟他不和好。）

He is now alienated from her, but she still loves him是讲得通的，He is now alienated from her, but he still loves her却讲不通。


alight
 The leaf looks like a bird alighted on the branch里的alighted是不及物动词的过去分词，用作形容词。


alike 1．
 alike是表语形容词，所以不可说very
 alike，该说much
 alike 或very much
 alike。用very much比用much普通。相当于alike的定语形容词是like。


2．
 They are both alike里的both是多余的，该删去。


alive 1．
 alive是表语形容词，所以不可说very
 alive，该说much
 alive或very much
 alive。用very much比用much普通。相当于alive的定语形容词是living或live。


2．
 the greatest poet alive和the greatest living poet意思相同。the greatest poet living也不算错，但不很自然。the greatest poet now
 living 最好。


all 1．
 we all, us all和all of us都可以说，you all, they all, them all, it all, all of you, all of them和all of it也都可以说。用在宾格，现在us all, you all, them all和it all比all of us, all of you, all of them和all of it普通。all we和all you从前也可以说，现在不通用。


2．
 all不可用于两个人或物，如可以说John, Henry, and Robert have all come，却不可说John and Henry have all come，该把all改作both。但A boaster and a liar are all one（说大话的人和说谎话的人是一样的）等句子里的all不可改作both。


3．
 all day比all the
 day普通得多。all night比all the
 night普通得多。all spring（或summer等），all week, all morning等表达方式在美国也通常不用the，在英国以前通常用the，如all the
 spring，现在不用the也很普通。


4．
 说“全部”有各种说法。例如：

all books（一切书），

all such books（一切这样的书），

all (of) the books（这些书的全部），

all (of) these books（这些书的全部），

all (of) those books（那些书的全部），

all (of) his books（他的书的全部）。

但不可说all of
 books或all of
 such books。

all the books, all these books, all those books, all his books等主要是英国英语，在all后面加上了of主要是美国英语。


5．
 all有时作“仅有的（东西）”解，如This is all I have和This is all the sugar I have。这两句直译作“这是我所有的一切”和“这是我所有的糖”；就是说“我仅有这个”和“我仅有这些糖”。That's all there is to it的意思是“只有那个，没有其他了”。


6．
 all＋名词有时用作形容词短语，如all anxiety（十分焦虑的）和all smiles（满面笑容的）。all anxiety里的anxiety是抽象名词，all smiles里的smiles是类名词。He is all ear(s)（他细心听着）和He is all eye(s)（他细心看着）里用ears或ear和eyes或eye都合乎习惯。He listened with all his ears（倾听）里的all决不可改作both。all ears和all eyes比all ear和all eye普通。


7．
 All...is not作“一切…不都是”解。All that glisters is not gold （Shakespeare）是“发亮的东西不一定都是金子。”All men are not honest照字面看来好像说“一切人都是不诚实的”，但实际说“一切人不都是诚实的”就是说“有些人诚实，有些人不诚实”；“一切人都是不诚实的”该说All men are dishonest或No
 man is honest。同样地，All my friends do not smoke 是“我的朋友并不个个都抽烟”，并不是“我的朋友都不抽烟”；None
 of my friends smoke才是“我的朋友都不抽烟”。I do not know all of them是“我对于他们并不个个都认识”，并不是“我对于他们一个也不认识”；I know none
 of them或I do not know any
 of them才是“我对于他们一个也不认识”。这是习惯用法，该特别注意。

但有时这种句子并不是“并不都…”，却是“即使全部的…也不…”，如All his toys cannot make him happy是“即使他的全部玩具也不能使他快乐”，就是说“他虽然有许多玩具，却并不快乐”。

It did not rain all the month可能有两个意思：“并不全月都下雨”或“全月不下雨”。There was no rain all the month只作“全月不下雨”解。


8．
 all有时意思不明确，如All the angles of a triangle are 180°是“三角形的三角共有180度”；All the angles of a triangle are less than 180°是“三角形的每一只角小于180度”。这种句子该避免，如改作The sum of the angles of a triangle is 180°和Each (of the) angle(s) of a triangle is less than 180°较好。


9．
 All that I can say is this里的that是关系代词。在that后面加上了which，便把that改成了指示代词，语法也通，但不很自然，把that改成what便不通了，all what是绝对不可用的。


10．
 all right（不该写作all-right, allright或alright，参见alright
 ）往往有“固然”的意思。例如：He got to the destination all right, but he was so very tired that he had to give up the idea of climbing the hills.


11．
 all the time在英国通常指一定的某段时间。例如：I was looking at it all the time. 但在美国没有这种限制，往往用作always解。例如：He is tactful all the time．在美国有时用all of
 the time。


12．
 at all主要用在否定句、疑问句和表示条件的从句里。例如：

I did not go at all.

Did you go at all?

If you go at all, you will be interested.

但用在它处也有。如你原来以为你的朋友决不会到某处去，现在你知道他不但去过，而且是常去的，你可以说I am suprised at his going at all，就是说“即使他只去过一次，我也觉得奇怪了”。又如The question is not whether he works much, but whether he works at all。（问题并不是他工作得是否多，而是他是否工作。）


13．
 I am not at all
 tired和I am not tired at all
 都可以说，意思相同。


14．
 He was all covered with dust只有一个意思。但They were all covered with dust可能有两个意思：“他们全身都是灰尘。”或“他们全都一身灰尘。”下面各句都只有一个意思：

All were completely（或entirely，或wholly）covered with dust.

All of them were covered with dust.

They all were covered with dust.

They were all of them covered with dust.


15．
 注意下面各句里的of all...：

She disappeared on her birthday, of all days. （她不在别的日子失踪而偏偏在她的生日失踪。）

I met him in a lavatory, of all places. （我不在其他地方碰到他而偏偏在厕所里碰到他。）

Why did she give the baby a cigarette, of all things? （她为什么不给那婴孩任何其他东西，偏偏给他一支卷烟？）

You, of all people, have little reason to worry. （别人也许有忧虑的理由，你是没有的。）

Well, of all things! （唔，万万想不到［不发生其他事而竟然发生这样的事］！）


all-around
 all-around是美国英语，相当于英国英语all-round。


allegation
 参见allege



allege
 allege有“虽然有人断言或宣称，却未必可靠”的意思，如It is alleged that they will be married soon是“据说他们不久就将结婚”，He came over to China at the alleged age of fifteen是“据说他15岁到中国来”。


allergic
 be allergic to作“厌恶”、“极不喜欢”解。He is allergic to eggs, She is allergic to music等句子里的allergic原来是一种误用，但最近一二十年来很普通。


alleyway
 alleyway（狭巷）只用在美国，在英国用alley。


allot
 allot（分配）可以有双宾语。例如：They allotted the family three rooms.


allow 1．
 allow（给）可以有双宾语，如He allows his son ¥10 a week和He allows himself no luxuries。


2．
 allow不及permit积极，allow是“容许”，有“并不禁止”的含意，permit是“允许”或“准许”。Nothing is permitted, everything is allowed的意思是“一切都不（明文）准许，但也并不（明文）禁止”，但两个单词往往通用。例如：Allow (或Permit) me to congratulate you on your success.


3．
 allow用作“说”或“声称”解，如She allowed [that] he was right。主要用在美国。


4．
 allow of和admit of意思相同，作“有…的余地”解，如The question allows of no dispute。allow for是“考虑到”或“体谅”，如We must allow for accidents（我们须要考虑到意外）和He has indeed made many mistakes, but you must allow for his inexperience。（他诚然犯了许多错误，但你必须因为他缺乏经验而原谅他。）


allowance
 make allowance for和make allowances（复数形式）for相同，都作“考虑到”或“体谅”解，参见allow 4



all-round
 all-round（全面的）着重在才能、功用等。例如：all-round development（全面发展）和all-round education（全面教育）


allude 1．
 allude是不及物动词，后面接to，作“暗指…”、“暗示…”解。例如：He often alludes to
 his happy childhood.


2．
 严格地说，allude to是“隐约地说到”或“暗指”，并不是“明白地说到”，如有人说到你的事，却并不指明你，那是allude to，要是指明便是refer to。但很多英美人把allude to用作refer to解，这种用法有人认为是错误的。


allusion 1．
 allusion后面接to，作“暗指…”解，如his allusion to
 his happy childhood, allusions to
 Shakespeare和what he said in allusion to
 you。


2．
 allusion有时统指allusions。例如：The essay is full of classical allusion.


3．
 很多英美人把allusion用作reference解，这种用法有人认为是错误的。


almighty
 Almighty God和the
 Almighty都指“上帝”。用了God用the或不用the都可以，现在通常不用，不用God必须用the。也有人用God Almighty（没有the）。


almost 1．
 almost no..., almost nothing和almost never作“几乎没有…”等解，都是美国英语，在英国说scarcely（或hardly）any..., scarcely （或hardly）anything和scarcely（或hardly）ever。无论在英美都不说almost not，而用hardly或scarcely。


2．
 almost不可被not修饰，如不可说He is not almost so much interested as I thought，该把almost改作nearly。


alms
 alms（施舍物）用作单数和复数都有。例如：an alms（单数）和these alms（复数）。即使用作复数，也不可说two alms, three alms等。alms虽然用作单数，却没有复数形式almses
 。


alone 1．
 alone, lone, lonely和lonesome的不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）alone是表语形容词，如可以说The man is alone，但不可说an alone man。

（2）lone是定语形容词，如可以说a lone man，但不可说The man is lone。这词现在不普通。

（3）alone是“独自的”，lonely是“（感觉）寂寞的”，一个人也许alone而并不lonely，也会虽不alone而感觉lonely。可以说Though I was alone, I was not lonely（虽然我独自一个人，我却并不感觉寂寞）和Though John was not alone, he was lonely. （虽然约翰并不是独自一个人，他却感觉寂寞）。用在地方，lonely有“不大有人到的”的意思，如a lonely house和a lonely wood。

（4）lonesome跟lonely相仿，但含有“凄凉”的意思。例如：Mary is very lonesome with her husband and children so much away.


2．
 alone是表语形容词，所以不可说very
 alone，该说much
 alone或very much
 alone。用very much似乎比用much普通。


3．
 not alone...but (also)现在不很普通，最好改用not only
 ...but (also)。


4．
 She alone
 went是“只有她去”（没有别人去），She went alone
 是“她独自去”。Books alone delight him可能有两个意思：“只有书给他娱乐（其他东西都不能给他娱乐）。”或“只要书便给他娱乐（不需要其他东西）。”


5．
 leave him alone有时是“听任他独自一个人”，有时是“不干涉他”。let him alone是“不干涉他”。

let alone=to say nothing of（莫说、更不必提及）。例如：The house is uninhabitable in summer, let alone in winter.


aloud
 read aloud是“读出声来”，并不是“高声地读”，但cry aloud 是“高声地喊（或哭）”，shout aloud是“高声地喊”。


alphabet
 alphabet是一种文字的按次序排列的全部字母。一个字母叫做letter，如英语有26个letters合成1个alphabet。


Alps
 Alps（欧洲的阿尔卑斯山脉）前面有the。


already 1．
 already用在疑问句里往往有惊讶的意味。例如：Are you back already? Have you seen it yet
 ? 是问是否已经见过，Have you seen it already
 ? 是惊讶何以竟然已经见过。


2．
 already和all ready不可混用。例如：

He is already
 there. （他已经在那儿了。）

He is all ready
 there. （他在那儿完全准备好了。）

He is already all ready
 there. （他已经在那儿完全准备好了。）

They are all ready可能有两个意思。（参见all 14
 ）


alright
 alright等于all right，很多英美人认为不正当，但很流行。最好用all right。


also 1．
 可以说He did not come, and she also did not come
 ，但不可说He did not come, and she did not come also
 ，这里的also该改作either。


2．
 also是副词，但也用作连接词。例如：I study English, also Russian. 在口语里时常有这种用法，有人认为用在文字里是不好的。可以在also前加上and。


3．
 注意下面第一句里用is，第二句里用are：

Not only the children but (also) their father is
 in town.

Not only the man but (also) his children are
 in town.


alternate(ly)
 参见alternative(ly)



alternative(ly) 1．
 alternative(ly)和alternate(ly)不同。alternative(ly)通常作“两者任择其一的（或地）”或“两不相容的（或地）”解，not alternative(ly)作“并非两不相容的（或地）”或“也许两者都是的（或地）”解。alternate(ly)通常有两个意思：“交替的（或地）”或“一个隔一个的（或地）”。从前alternative(ly)也有alternate(ly)的两个意思，现在却没有了，如alternate
 work and play, alternate
 success and failure, on alternate
 days和Boys and girls passed alternately
 中的alternate(ly)不可改作alternative(ly)。The boy and the girl come on alternate days可能有两个意思：“这男孩和这女孩轮流地每天来。”（今天男孩来，明天女孩来。）或“这男孩和这女孩都一天隔一天来。”


2．
 alternative用作名词，共有四个意思：

（1）“两个或两个以上的选择”，如The only alternative is coffee or （不用and）tea和We have the alternative of coffee, tea, or（不用and）water。

（2）“两个或两个以上的任何一个”，如Either alternative is good, Both alternatives are good, All the alternatives are good, The alternatives are coffee and (不用or) tea和The alternatives are coffee, tea, and (不用or) water。

（3）“一个以外的另一个”（共有两个），例如There is no alternative和The alternative is tea。

（4）“一个或一个以上以外的另一个”（共有至少两个），例如：We may drink either coffee or tea (or water), there is no other alternative和The only alternatives to
 (注意用to) coffee are tea and (不用or) water. 注意and和or不可对调。


3．
 The only alternative to going
 to see him is to write to him里的to是介词，所以它后面的going不可改作go。


although
 参见though



altogether 1．
 altogether作“完全地”和“就大体而论”解，如That was altogether bad和Altogether, I am not sorry for it。altogether并不作“一道”解，如不可说They went altogether，该把altogether改作all together。说“一共”用altogether或all together都可以。例如：There are altogether
 (或all together
 ) twenty-four children in the class.


2．
 not altogether是“并不完全”。例如：He felt not altogether satisfied.


alumin(i)um
 alumini
 um（铝）是英国拼写形式，aluminum是美国拼写形式。


alumnus
 alumnus是masculine gender的单数形式，它的复数形式是alumni，它的feminine gender的单数形式是alumna，复数形式是alumnae。这些词在美国很常用，在英国很少用。在美国指“（某校的）毕业生或虽未毕业而已经离校的学生”，就是“校友”，在英国有时指“在校学生”。在美国往往把alumni兼指男女。


always 1．
 always有“每次”或“没有例外”的意思。例如：Rain and storm always comes with typhoon. 假使你每次去看某个朋友，他总是在读书，才是always，假使是十次中有八九次这样，便不该说always，该说almost always。

不过always用在进行时态里却只有“时常”或“往往”的意思，如He is always asking questions是“他时常发问”或“他老是发问”。


2．
 always用在进行时态里，往往含有“使人不耐烦”的意思，如He is always asking questions有“他老是提问题，真是讨厌”的意思，下面几句都有这种含意：

You are always finding fault with me. （你老是找我的茬儿。）

She was always talking about her husband. （她老是谈着她的丈夫。）

You are always giving me flowers. （你老是送花给我。）

You talk as if I were always being ill. （照你说来，好像我老是害病。）


3．
 always用在不定时态和进行时态里，全句的意思往往大不相同。例如：





4．
 “常常不”不可说always not，如不可说She always
 does not
 laugh，该说She never
 laughs。


5．
 Whenever he meets me he always speaks of his father里的always最好删去，或者把Whenever改作When。


6．
 He is always
 here是普通的句子。He always
 is here!（该把is重读）是“（别以为他不在这儿）他的确常常在这儿！”通常在句尾用惊叹号。


am
 I am的简写形式是I'm。I am not的简写形式是I'm not。Am I not?或Am not I?的简写形式是Ain't I?或An't I? 也有人（尤其是英国人）用Aren't I?


a.m.
 （有时作A.M.
 ） 1．
 a.m.=拉丁语ante meridiem
 ，作“在上午”解（“在下午”是p.m.），用了它便不该再用morning。如不可说10.45 a.m. in the morning或tomorrow morning at 10.45 a.m.，该说10.45 a.m.（上午10点45分）和tomorrow at 10.45 a.m.。10.45是英国拼写形式，10:45是美国拼写形式。


2．
 用了a.m.便不该再用o'clock，如不可说10 o'clock a.m.，该说10 a.m.。也不可说half past eight a.m.，(a) quarter to nine a.m.等。通常a.m.前面用数字表示时刻，不用文字，如通常用7.16 a.m.不用seven-sixteen a.m.。


3．
 不该不说出钟点而用a.m.，如不可说tomorrow a.m.或on the 14th a.m.，该说tomorrow morning和on the morning of the 14th。


4．
 正午12点钟也算a.m.，写作12 a.m.或12.00 a.m.。但也有人写作12 noon或12.00 m.。m=拉丁语meridiem
 ，正午。


AM 1．
 AM（=Master of Arts，文科硕士）是美国拼写形式，相当于英国拼写形式MA。


2．
 参见am



amaze(d)
 关于an amazed stare（惊讶的凝视）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


ambassador
 ambassador（大使）在表示驻在国首都的城市名前面用in或at，在表示驻在国的国名前面用to，如Chinese Ambassador in
 Moscow，Chinese Ambassador at
 London和Chinese Ambassador to
 the United States。


ambition 1．
 ambition（抱负、大志）后面接for，of和动名词或不定式都可以，如ambition for
 success，ambition of getting
 it和ambition to get
 it。


2．
 单用ambition（如ambition for success）或前面加上an，the或his （或your等）都可以，但ambition of...ing前总有the或his（或your等）。


3．
 In his youth he had the
 ambition of being a pianist和In his youth he had ambitions
 of being a pianist意思相同。注意第二句里ambitions
 前面没有the。


ambitious
 ambitious后面接of，for或不定式都可以，如ambitious of
 success, ambitious of
 getting it, ambitious for
 success, ambitious for
 getting it和ambitious to get
 it。


ameliorate
 ameliorate不及improve普通。


amends
 amends（赔偿）单数和复数形式相同，如an amends（单数）和these amends（复数）。现在用作单数普通些。即使用作复数，也不可说two amends，three amends等。


amenity
 amenities（复数形式）统指一切使人生愉快的有形和无形的大小事物，如公园、好的学校和礼貌等都是。


America(n) 1．
 严格地说，America是“美洲”，不是“美国”，American是“美洲人”或“美洲的”，不是“美国人”或“美国的”，“美国”是the United States (of America)，“美国人”是citizen of the United States (of America)，“美国的”没有一定的词。 但习惯上America往往指“美国”，American往往指“美国人”或“美国的”。虽然有英美人反对这种用法，可是已成习惯。


2．
 America虽然可以指美国，但不可用North America，South America，East America和West America指“美国北部”等，该改作the North of the United States等。


3．
 the
 Americas
 指“南北美洲（的各国）”。


amid(st) 1．
 amid和amidst现在都不普通，在英国amid更不普通，在美国amidst更不普通。


2．
 amid(st)后面接可数名词或不可数名词都有。例如：He always works amid(st) his books. 和She kept cool amid(st) the panic.


ammunition
 在现代英语里ammunition和munition不同，有下面两点该注意：

（1）ammunition用单数形式，munition用复数形式。但在名词的前面munition用单数形式也可以，如munition production和munitions
 production。

（2）ammunition（弹药）是munitions（军需物）的一部分，刀、剑、枪、炮、制服、粮食等是munitions，不是ammunition。


among(st) 1．
 among比amongst普通。amongst多用在元音前面，如amongst us。amongst在美国极少用。


2．
 在三个或三个以上的人或物前面，通常用among而不用between，但用了and通常不用among，如between
 A, B, and C，通常不作among
 A, B, and C。


3．
 He is sitting among his best friends里的He并不是his best friends中的一个。He is among my best friends里的He是my best friends中的一个。


4．
 among后面有时接不可数名词，如among the furniture和among the turf。这用法在英国比在美国普通。


amorous
 现在amorous往往暗示着性欲。“恋爱诗”最好说love poetry，不说amorous poetry。“表示爱慕的一瞥”最好说a loving look，不说an amorous look。


amount
 1．
 amount是不及物动词，后面接to，如The expenses amount to
 （总计）¥50和That amounts to
 （等于）a refusal。假使后面该用动名词，很容易误用不定式，该特别注意，如That amounts to saying
 that he is a genius里的saying不可改作say。


2．
 amount用作名词，只可用在不可数的东西，不可用在可数的东西，如可以说a large amount of literature，不可说a large amount of books，该把amount改作number。


ample
 ample（充足的）可以用在无形的东西上，不可用在有形的东西上，如可以说ample time和ample opportunities，不可说ample tea和ample oranges。往往同一个词，当作无形便可以用ample，当作有形便不可用ample，如The ship has ample water to turn in里的water并不指水的本身，可以用ample，但ample water to drink却不可说。


amuse(ment) 1．
 amuse往往有“使…发笑”的意思，假使你听一个朋友唱歌唱得很好，不该说Your singing amuses me，这句好像说“你唱得不合腔调，使我发笑”。假使一个朋友告诉你一个意见或计划，你对他说Your idea amuses me，那便是说他荒谬，简直侮辱他了。amusement也是这样，如my amusement at his idea是“我对于他的意见的引为可笑”。


2．
 关于an amused glance（被逗乐的一瞥）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


ancient
 ancient通常指上古或太古，在西洋往往指Western Roman Empire灭亡以前（476年以前）。


and 1．
 记数在百位和十位或个位中间通常用and，如two hundred and
 forty-eight和seven hundred and
 four。在千位和十位或个位中间也通常用and，如three thousand and
 fifty-two和eight thousand and
 six。但在千位和百位中间不该用and，如six thousand four hundred，不作six thousand and
 four hundred。


2．
 许多修辞学书里说句首不可用and，其实句首用and很普通，而且有时语气上需要句首用and。即使用在一段文字的开首也可以。


3．
 A, B, and C（and前面有逗号）现在似乎比A, B and C（and前面没有逗号）普通。有时省去逗号意思不明白，所以最好不省去。


4．
 A, B, and C是正常的结构，A, B, C和A and B and C都是为了增加语势而用的结构，如I keep a cat, a dog, a horse和I keep a cat and a dog and a horse这两种结构通常该避免。

注意：Charles keeps a cat, a dog, a horse里有三件东西。假使只有两件，这种结构极不普通，如Charles keeps a cat, a dog极不普通。在事实上，一不留心，往往会写出类似这种结构的句子。如Charles lives in the country, keeps a cat and a dog里用and连接a cat和a dog，但在live in the country和keep a cat and a dog两种表达方式中间没有and，犯了跟a cat, a dog同样的毛病。He seldom drank, never smoked or gambled里该在never前面加上and。

不过对于在定语用法里的形容词，这结构可算普通，如a tall, green tree和a warm, bright day。

下面各句里把逗号代替and。这种用法在美国比在英国普通，最近一二十年才流行，多用在过去时态和短句里。

He turned, went out.

She looked at me, seemed to want to talk to me.

They asked for you, said they had an engagement with you.


5．
 Come and see me, Go and look at it和Try and do it等句子里的and有许多人说该改作to，因为Come以see me做目的，Go以look at it做目的，Try以do it做目的，每句里的两个动词，都不该当作并列的。这理由很充足，可是在事实上and这样用法很普通。在口语里比用to普通得多。这种结构不但用在come，go和try的后面，也用在learn，mind，send，stay，stop，write（写信）等词的后面。

上面的结构只用在现在时态和不定式里，不用在过去时态、分词或动名词里，如可以说：

Come and see me.

I ask you to come and see me.

I hope you will come and see me.

但不说：

He came and saw me.

He is coming and seeing me.

He has come and seen me.

He insists on coming and seeing me.

第二句是讲不通的。其他三句都讲得通，但He came and saw me跟He came to see me意思不同，He has come and seen me跟He has come to see me意思不同，He insists on coming and seeing me（他坚持要来，而且坚持要见我）跟He insists on coming to see me意思不同。


6．
 注意and在下面一句里的习惯用法：

Ask him again, and
 he will tell you (=If you ask him again, he will tell you). Ask属于祈使语气。同样地You push and I will pull里的push也属于祈使语气。下面各句里的and都脱胎于这个用法：

You have only to see him and
 you will find him interesting.

It is only necessary to see him and
 you will find him interesting.

Can you lend me your typewriter and
 I will return it to you in a few days?

Why don't you come this evening and
 we'll have a chat together?

He asked her to tell him the whole thing and
 he would advise her.

He told her to go out and
 he would follow.

上面各句里and后面的动词都属于将来时态。用其他时态的也有。例如：

Hesitate, and
 the chance is gone.

Alter the expression, and
 you alter the idea.

Give him tools and
 he worked well.

Give him tools and
 he would have worked well.

有时and前面只有名词而没有动词。例如：

Another attempt, and
 success is assured.

Another attempt, and
 success would be assured.

Another attempt, and success would have been assured.


7．
 Come and see me和Give me hope and give me life两句在语法结构上是相同的，可是在涵义上大不相同。第一句等于Come to see me，第二句等于If you give me hope, you (will) give me life。


8．
 下面各句里的and或and that作“而且…”解：

My fan is a present from a friend, and (that)
 a recent present.

I have lost one sheet of your letter and (that)
 the most important sheet.

Something has to be done about it, and (that)
 without delay.

She apologized, and (that)
 profusely, for being late.


9．
 用and连接的两个或两个以上的名词等，往往因为合成一个概念而被看作单数。例如：

The end and aim of the book is
 explained in the preface.

Going to bed early and getting up early is
 a good habit.


10．
 下面两句意思不同：

He did not speak clearly and
 correctly. （他不曾讲得清楚而正确。［他讲得清楚，但不正确。］）

He did not speak clearly or
 correctly. （他不曾讲得清楚，也不曾讲得正确。）


11．
 & (ampersand)代表and，主要用在商业文件等里，在一般文字里最好不用。


12．
 and/or作and或or解，如A and/or B=A and B, or A or B。主要用在表格和商业文件里，在一般文字里最好不用，如可以改用A or B or both。

A and/or B后面的动词可以用单数，也可以用复数，但意思略有不同。例如：

Henry and/or Peter is
 to be admitted. （大约只取一人）

Henry and/or Peter are
 to be admitted. （大约将取两人）


anecdote
 anecdote有时统指“一切轶事”，如He is full of anecdote和He has a wealth of personal anecdote。


angle
 angle（观点、方面、角度）前面习惯用from。例如：We must consider the question from
 various angles. 近年来用得太多，如The book is good from every angle里用from every angle不及用in every respect自然。


Anglican
 Anglican在英国作“关于Church of England（英国国教）的”解，但在美国往往作“英国的”解，跟English（形容词）意思相同。


angry 1．
 对人发怒，angry with
 和angry at
 都可以说，用with普通些。对事物发怒，angry at
 和angry about
 都可以说，但不可说angry with
 。


2．
 angry后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：She is angry that
 he has not answered her letter.


annals
 annals
 是复数形式。单数形式annal极不普通，不该用。


announce 1．
 announce不可有双宾语，下面两句都不可说：

He announced her his intention of going.

He announced her that he would soon go.

两句里announced后面都该加上to。


2．
 The work is announced finished是美国用法，在英国在announced后面加上to be。


annoy(ed) 1．
 annoyed后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：She is annoyed that
 he has not answered her letter.


2．
 关于an annoyed voice（一个恼怒的语声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


another 1．
 another就是an＋other，所以不可说：


the another
 desk, that another
 desk,


this another
 desk, my another
 desk

各种表达方式里的another都该改作other。


2．
 another是“另外的任何一个”，在心里至少有三个（除了本身的一个，至少另有两个才可能有“任何一个”）。所以在一共只有两个的时候不可用another，如不可说I have two brothers, one is twenty, and another
 is fifteen，该把another改作the other。


3．
 another and
 better pen是“另外的好些的一枝笔”，another better pen是“另外一枝好些的笔”（指已说过的一枝或多枝好些的笔以外的一枝）。但another, better pen跟another and better pen意思相同，那逗号有and的作用。another and a good pen是“另外的好的一枝笔”。


4．
 another后面可以接数字和属于复数形式的名词，如another five hours。


5．
 If you don't like this copy, you may take another (one
 )里的one可用可不用。


6．
 another such
 (book)和such another
 (book)都可以说。


7．
 注意He seems quite another person than
 what he was（他跟以前相比，似判若两人）里用than。


8．
 one another和each other都作“互相”解。许多语法书里说one another只可用在两个以上，如The five
 boys help one another
 ; each other只可用在两个，如The two
 boys help each other
 。但事实上这区别是不成立的，两种表达方式尽可通用。


9．
 one another的物主代词形式是one another's
 ，不是one anothers
 '。但one another's fathers
 ，one another's faces
 等表达方式里通常用fathers
 和faces
 ，很少用单数形式。


10．
 one another不可用作主语，如不可说We know what one another
 wants，该说We know each what the other wants或Each of us knows what the other wants。假使一共有三个或三个以上的人，该说We know each what the others want或Each of us knows what the others want。


11．
 Every one of them looked at one another and smiled. 当然是错误的，该把Every one改作All。


answer 1．
 answer the letter, answer the question和answer him比answer to
 the letter, answer to
 the question和answer to
 him普通。answer the purpose比answer for
 the purpose普通。answer the description和answer to
 the description都普通。


2．
 answer (to) the letter通常跟reply to the letter相同（注意reply后面的to不可省去）。但有时answer有“答复…的内容”的意思，如复信里说I have your letter, but as I am very busy,I cannot answer it at present。明明在复信，还说不能answer。不过有时answer只有“报告收到（信）”的意思而reply to才有“答复…的内容”的意思。例如：I answered your letter by sending a postcard last Monday and have since been waiting for time to reply to it.


3．
 answer（名词）跟reply对比，往往有“中肯的答复”的意思。例如：Your reply is not an answer.（你的答复不中肯，你答非所问。）


4．
 He answered her not a word和He answered her nothing里的answered作“把…作为回答”解。He answered her not a word是“他连一个单词都没有回答她”，不是“他对于她的问题里的所有单词连一个也不回答”。


5．
 answer后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：He answered that
 he could not go. 有时在answer后面另有宾语。例如：He answered me that
 he would not go.


6．
 answer有时被用作抽象名词，如The letter is still awaiting answer 和Please let me have a few lines of answer。


7．
 商业复信的开首往往用In answer to your letter...。在一般通信里该避免。


an't
 an't=ain't. 参见ain't



anticipate 1．
 anticipate和expect意思略有不同。anticipate指可喜的事，有“盼望”的意思，expect不一定指可喜的事，如可以说We anticipate his arrival，不可说We anticipate his death，但可以说We expect his arrival和We expect his death。

就结构讲，anticipate和expect后面都可以接以that引导的从句，如可以说We expect that
 this will happen和We anticipate that
 this will happen。但expect后面可以接宾语和不定式，anticipate却不可以，如可以说We expect this to happen，却不可说We anticipate this to happen。

anticipate和expect还有一点不同：expect后面接不定式，anticipate 后面接动名词，如I expect to read
 the book with great interest和I anticipate reading
 the book with great interest。


2．
 有时anticipate含有“有所准备”的意思。例如：She anticipated our arrival by cooking a good dinner.


anxiety 1．
 anxiety（渴望）后面可以接不定式，如an（或the，或his等）anxiety to follow
 the example。


2．
 anxiety（渴望）后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall或should，如I am pleased with your anxiety that
 your brother shall
 （或should
 ）behave well和I was pleased with your anxiety that
 your brother should
 behave well。


anxious 1．
 anxious后面接about或concerning作“焦虑的”解。例如：I am anxious about
 （或concerning
 ）your health. 后面接for或不定式作“急切的”解，如I am anxious for
 your safety和I am anxious to help
 you。


2．
 在anxious（急切的）后面的以that引导的从句里该用shall或should，如I am anxious that he shall
 （或should
 ）avoid the mistake和I was anxious that he should
 avoid the mistake。有时用虚拟现在式。例如：I am（或was）anxious that he avoid
 the mistake.


3．
 anxious后面可以接for和宾语和不定式。例如：I am anxious for
 him to try
 his best.


any 1．
 在否定句里，用any或every意思大不相同，该特别注意，如I do not know any
 (one) of them是“我对于他们一个也不认识”；I do not know every
 one of them是“我对于他们并不个个都认识”。

但I do not know any (one) of them虽然只有一个意思，I do not care to know any (one) of them却可能有两个意思：“我对于他们一个也不想去认识。”或“我对于他们并不任何一个都想去认识。”（哪个我想去认识，哪个我不想去认识，我自己有主张。）这第二个意思跟I do not care to know every
 one of them相仿。Not any person has read all these books也可能有两个意思：“没有人把这些书都读过。”或“并不是任何人把这些书都读过。”这里第二个意思跟Not every
 person has read all these books相仿。


2．
 在否定词后面用any既然是完全否定的意思，所以在要表示一部分的否定便不可用any，却该用some，比较下面各句：

I do not know any
 of them. （我对于他们一个也不认识。）

I do not know some
 of them. （我对于他们有几个不认识。）

If you do not know any
 of these words,... （假使你对于这些词一个也不识，…）

If you do not know some
 of these words,... （假使你对于这些词有几个不识，…）


3．
 把any用在主语里而在谓语里用否定词，这种说法是不合习惯的（我只见过一次），如可以说No man can do it，但不可说Any man cannot do it。下面几句都不可说：

Any book is not perfect. （该说No book is perfect。）

Any of his brothers is unmarried. （该说All his brothers are unmarried或None of his brothers are married。）

Any friend of mine knows no French. （该说None of my friends know French。）

Any language cannot be mastered in half a year. （该说No language can be mastered in half a year。）


4．
 any不可指两个人或物中间的任何一个，如不可说any of my two brothers，该把any改作either。


5．
 the＋属于最高级的词＋of any...是一个普通而不合理的结构，如He is the most handsome of any man I know和He has the best knowledge of English of any one of my friends。这两句可以改作He is the most handsome of all men
 I know或He is more handsome than any other man
 I know和He has the best knowledge of English of all my friends
 或He has a better knowledge of English than any other of my friends
 。


6．
 any用在属于比较级的词的前面，作at all解，如Is that any better? 和I will not do it any more。这种用法是英美通用的。在美国any往往用作at all解而并不用在属于比较级的词的前面，如I cannot help him any和He did not mind this any。any用作at all解，也用在different前面。例如：Is this any different from that?


7．
 I may leave here any time (that
 ) I want to (leave here)里的that通常是省去的。


anybody 1．
 anybody不可写作any body。


2．
 anybody比anyone通俗，口语里多用anybody。


3．
 anybody属于单数形式。例如：Anybody who comes is
 welcome. 把anybody当作复数是英美人常有的错误。anybody既然属于单数形式，当然不可说If anybody come
 , ask them
 to wait。通常该把them改作him。在需要特别说明“兼指男女”的时候，该用him or her，但通常用him，用了him or her嫌呆笨。同样地，该说If anybody comes, he
 will be welcome和If anybody comes, ask him to leave his
 address。


4．
 anybody有两个恰巧相反的意思，一个是“重要的人”或“有地位的人”，一个是“不重要的人”或“没有地位的人”，很容易引起误解。可是看了全句总是明白的，第一个意思比较普通些，大都用在疑问句、否定句和表示条件的从句里。例如：

Is he anybody?

I don't think she was anybody in those days.

He knows everybody who is anybody.

If he is anybody, we ought to have heard of him.

He knows two or three anybodies作“他只认识两三个不重要的人”解。


5．
 anybody跟everybody不同，但I do not lend my typewriter to anybody可能有两个意思：“我不把我的打字机借给任何人。”或“我并不把我的打字机对于任何人都借出。”把anybody改作anyone也是这样。参见any 1



6．
 不可说Anybody cannot do it，该说Nobody can do it。参见any 3



7．
 Don't anybody talk to me!和Don't talk to me anybody!都是“任何人别和我谈话！”anybody可以说是呼唤语。


anyhow 1．
 anyhow（无论如何）和anyway在英美都通用，但在英国anyhow普通些，在美国anyway普通些。


2．
 可以说The problem is worth discussing anyhow you look at it。


anyone 1．
 anyone作“任何人”解，不作“任何一个”解。说“任何一个”该用any one，如any one
 of us和any one
 of these。把any one用作“任何人”解也可以，但现在不很普通。


2．
 用了anyone，不可用one，one's等词指它，如If anyone comes, ask him
 to wait里的him不可改作one。


3．
 参见anybody 2



4．
 anyone跟everyone不同，any one跟every one不同，参见any 1
 和anybody 5



5．
 不可说Anyone cannot do it，该说No one can do it。参见any 3
 和anybody 6



anything 1．
 anything不该写作any thing。


2．
 anything跟everything不同，参见any 1



3．
 不可说Anything does not disturb me，该说Nothing disturbs me。参见any 3



4．
 anything有时用来指跟上文某个形容词相似的任何形容词。例如：I do not mean that he is too fond of it, he is not too anything.


5．
 He used to walk anything from two to five miles an hour里的anything from...to...作“至少…至多…”解，anything改作anywhere也可以。


anyway
 参见anyhow



anywhere 1．
 anywhere跟everywhere不同，参见any 1



2．
 I will go anywhere the people want me to go里可以在anywhere后面加上where或that。


3．
 He used to walk anywhere from two to five miles an hour里的anywhere from...to...作“至少…至多…”解，anywhere改作anything也可以。


4．
 There wasn't anywhere where she could sit alone and think里的anywhere用作名词。


apartheid
 apartheid（［尤指南非的］种族隔离）前面没有the。


apartment
 从前apartment在英美都指一套房间（suite of rooms），现在在美国指一套房间，在英国指一个房间（room），所以现在美国人所说的an apartment，英国人叫做apartments
 。英国人所说的flat却相当于美国人所说的apartment。an apartment of four rooms是美国英语。

美国的apartment building或apartment house相当于英国的block of flats。美国的apartment hotel相当于英国的block of service flats。


apologize 1．
 apologize是不及物动词，说“因某事向某人道歉”该在表示人的词的前面用to，表示事的词的前面用for。例如：I have to apologize to
 you for
 not answering promptly.


2．
 apologize后面接以that引导的从句通常是“道歉着或辩解着说…”。例如：I must apologize (to you) that
 if I offended you I did not mean to.


apology 1．
 apology通常不用作抽象名词，如可以说make an
 apology, make apologies
 , make his
 apology（或apologies
 ）等，却不说make apology。但a letter of apology, a word of apology等表达方式里的apology不可改作apologies
 。in apology for里也必须用单数形式。例如：In a little while she smiled at us again, as though in apology for her show of temper.


2．
 apology的复数形式apologies
 在习惯上常用，却并没有“多次道歉”的意思，如make (his) apologies
 , accept my apologies
 , with apologies
 for...等表达方式都没有多次的意思。


apparatus
 an
 apparatus是“一台机器”，apparatuses
 是“多台机器”。但实际上复数形式很少用，却用单数形式统指机器（像furniture统指家具一般），如We are well provided with wireless apparatus和He has bought a microscope and some other bits of apparatus。


apparel
 apparel统指“衣服”，不指“一件衣服”。“一件衣服”该说an article of apparel。这词现在不普通。


apparent(ly)
 apparent(ly)往往有“看起来明明这样而其实未必这样”的含意，如The prime minister resigned for the apparent reason that his health was failing，就是说“在表面上因为身体不好而辞职，实际也许另有原因”。往往和real(ly)对比，如apparent rather than real（表面上的而不是真实的）。


appeal 1．
 appeal在美国通常用作不及物动词，后面接to，appeal to有种种意思。例如：

appeal to the court（向法院上诉），

appeal to history（引证历史），

appeal to the public（向大众呼吁），

appeal to patriotism（引起爱国心），

appeal to force（求助于武力）

I appeal to you to say whether I am not right. （我求你说我是否不对。）

This book appeals to them. （这本书引起他们的兴趣。）

在美国往往用作及物动词，作“将（案件）上诉”解。例如：He appealed the case three times.


2．
 说“因不服（判决等）而上诉”不论在英美都用appeal（动词或名词）against，如He is going to appeal against
 the decision（或sentence）和He is going to lodge an appeal against
 the decision（或sentence）


3．
 The boy appealed to his mother to tell him what to do和The boy appealed to his mother to know what to do两句里的to tell和to know都是不定式，但to tell是appealed to的表语，是属于his mother的，to know用作表示目的的副词，修饰appealed。


4．
 “上诉人”是appellant，不是appealer。


appear 1．
 appear是不及物动词，当然不可说I have read the article on Japanese economy appeared
 in yesterday's paper。appeared前面该加上that或which。


2．
 He appears (to be
 ) willing to go with us里的to be可以省去。


3．
 this appears to me (as
 ) the only way out里的as用的少，不用的多。


appearance 1．
 说“表面情形”该用复数形式。例如：I believe you are perfectly honest, but appearances
 are rather against you. （我相信你是完全诚实的，但表面情形却是不利于你的。［就是说就表面情形而论，好像你有不诚实的地方。］）注意appearances
 前面没有the。


2．
 to all appearance和to all appearances
 两种表达方式相同，作“显然”解，第一种形式主要用在英国，第二种形式主要用在美国。例如：To all appearance(s
 ) he is fit for the post.


append
 append是“把…附加上去”，不是“附加什么在…上”，如可以说The author has decided to append a glossary to the book，不可说The author has decided to append the book with a glossary。


appendix 1．
 appendix的复数形式用appendices或appendixes都可以，appendixes普通些。


2．
 注意an appendix on
 irregular verbs to
 the grammar book里用on和to。


3．
 参见addendum 2



apply
 They will apply the money to build(ing)
 up a little library等句子里用不定式或to和动名词都可以。These principles apply to learning
 foreign languages里的learning不可改作learn。


appointment 1．
 作“约会”解时appointment后面接for，如an appointment for
 tomorrow morning和an appointment for
 seven o'clock。说明了时刻也有接at的，如an appointment at
 seven o'clock。说“职位”appointment后面接of或as，那后面的名词前面往往没有a（或an），如an appointment of
 （或as
 ）(a) treasurer。说“任命或委派职位”appointment后面接to，如his appointment to
 the professorship。


2．
 下面两句里的by appointment意思不同：

The dean receives visitors by appointment（预约）.

The dean fills his post by appointment（任命）.


3．
 appointment（约定）后面有时接不定式。例如：He forgot an appointment to address
 a meeting that evening.


appreciate 1．
 appreciate后面接以that引导的从句主要是美国用法。例如：I appreciate that
 the plan has worked well. 在英国通常在that 前面加上the fact。


2．
 appreciate后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He appreciates being
 advised，不可说He appreciates to be
 advised。


3．
 I shall appreciate it
 if you will give me his address里的it最好不要省去。


4．
 It is appreciated that...和It will be appreciated that...都是公文里的惯用语，有人以为可以省去，如It is appreciated that you have accomplished the task可以改作You have accomplished the task。


appreciation
 appreciation of
 是英美通用的，appreciation for
 是美国英语。


appreciative
 appreciative后面接of。例如：We are appreciative of
 your suggestions.


apprehend
 用作“了解”解时apprehend不及understand普通，用作“恐惧”解时apprehend不及fear普通。


apprentice(ship) 1．
 apprentice（学徒）和apprenticeship后面都接to。如an apprentice to
 a carpenter和his apprenticeship to
 a carpenter。可以说his apprenticeship to
 journalism。


2．
 bind...apprentice to...（使…做…的学徒）是习语，总是用apprentice不用apprentices
 ，如He was bound apprentice to a carpenter和They were bound apprentice（不用apprentices
 ）to a carpenter。


3．
 apprentice（及物动词）后面接to，作bind...apprentice to...解。例如：He was apprenticed to
 a carpenter.


apprise
 apprise不及inform普通。


approval 1．
 approval后面不可接不定式，如不可说We have obtained his approval to enter
 his garden，该把to enter改作of our entering。或者把approval改作permission或consent。


2．
 approval copies available from 1 October to 31 October是“从10月1日到10月31日（该书）样本供人免费审阅，不买可以退货”，注意用approval
 ，不用approved
 。


approve
 approve作“赞成”或“认为良好”解的时候后面现在几乎总有of，如I don't approve of
 his conduct和Do you approve of
 her choice?


approximate
 approximate作“（虽然并不正确但是）接近正确的”解，a very approximate estimate是“一个几乎完全正确的估计”，不是“一个很约略的估计”（a very rough estimate）。


April 1．
 April，January，February等词都不可指阴历，指阴历四月通常用the fourth moon，正月是the first moon，二月是the second moon，等等。


2．
 说“某年某月”，先写月，后写年，中间可以用逗号，但通常不用，如April 2001和April, 2001。说“某年某月某日”，那年份前面通常用逗号，但不用的也有，如24 April, 2001或April 24, 2001，24 April 2001或April 24 2001。April 24 2001里最好用逗号，因为24和2001粗看上去好像是242001。


3．
 “某月某日”有下面各种写法。注意不论怎样写法，月份和日子中间没有逗号：

① 24 April, ② 24th April, ③ April 24, ④ April 24th,

⑤ April the 24th, ⑥ the 24th April,

⑦ the 24th of April, ⑧ the 24th day of April

①和②在英国比在美国用得多。③和④英美通用。⑤和⑥在英国比在美国用得多。⑦是着重式。⑧只用在正式文件里，不用在一般文字里。当然，在信函的date里不用有the的任何形式。

在英国也有人写作24 IV或24. IV，主要用在正式文件里。

在信函里有时用April twenty-fourth或April twenty-four。在请帖里用April the twenty-fourth或April twenty-fourth。


4．
 “某月某日，星期几”照英语习惯该先写星期几，后写某月某日，如Friday, 24 April，不作24 April, Friday。逗号可省去。


5．
 in April of 2001和in the
 April of 2001都可以说。


6．
 下面每组里的两句都可以说，意思相同：





apt
 apt，liable和likely三个单词意思相仿，但下面几点该注意：

（1）三个单词后面都可以接不定式，作“易于…”、“有…的倾向”解。

（2）在英国apt只用在一般的或习惯的情形，不用在一时的情形，如说I am apt to catch cold if I go out without my overcoat，却不说I am apt to catch cold if I go out tonight
 without my overcoat，这里不用apt而用likely（am likely也可以改作shall be likely）或liable。在美国apt却也用在一时的情形。

（3）用在一般或习惯的情形，apt通常用在不好的或没趣的事情，如说apt to catch cold, apt to get into trouble, apt to make mistakes等。liable也用在不好的或没趣的事情，但往往后面的不定式所说的是害及那句子的主语的。如Damage is apt to be done里用apt，不用liable，因为to be done不害及damage。但This is liable to be damaged里可以用liable，因为to be damaged是害及This的，又如I am apt to catch cold或I am liable to catch cold都可以说，因为to catch cold是害及I的，但不该说Sleeping out of doors is liable to make one catch cold，因为to make one catch cold不害及sleeping。不过这个区别，英美人也并不一致遵守。

（4）liable用在一般的情形和特殊的情形都可以。

（5）likely用在一般的情形和特殊的情形都可以，用在不好的事情和好的事情也都可以。

（6）likely比apt和liable表达更大的可能性，比较：

Children playing in the street are apt
 （或liable
 ）to meet with accidents。

Children playing in busy streets are likely
 to meet with accidents.


aptitude
 aptitude除了在前面接an的时候以外，通常是抽象名词，如He has an
 aptitude for business和He has little aptitude for business。但偶尔也用复数形式。例如：his superior aptitudes and abilities


Arab 1．
 Arab，Arabian和Arabic三个形容词在现代英语里有这样的区别：Arab是Arabia地方的人的，如Arab girl和Arab philosophy。Arabian是Arabia地方的，如Arabian gulf和Arabian desert。Arabic是Arabia的人的语言或文学的，如Arabic word和Arabic literature。

同一个词，也许可以被Arab或Arabian修饰，但意思不同，如Arab
 village是Arabia人住的村，也许在Arabia，也许不在Arabia。Arabian
 village是“在Arabia地方的村”，村上住的也许都是Arabia人，也许不都是Arabia人。“阿拉伯国家”可以说Arab
 state或Arabian
 state，Arab
 country或Arabian
 country。


2．
 Arab和Arabian都可以用作名词，指Arabia地方的人，似乎Arab普通些。


Arabian
 参见Arab



Arabic
 参见Arab 1



arbiter
 “仲裁人”的正式名称是arbitrator。arbiter现在主要用作譬喻，如arbiter of our fate。


arbor
 Arbor Day（美、加、澳、新等国的植树节）前面没有the。（Arbor Day是内布拉斯加州在1872年4月10日首创，现在各州都有，澳大利亚的南澳大利亚州也有，但日期各处不同，大都在4月的下半月或5月的上半月。）


archipelago
 ...Archipelago（…群岛）前面有the，如the
 Malay Archipelago。


aren't
 aren't通常被用作are not的简写形式。但在疑问句里往往用作am not的简写形式。例如：Aren't I the same person as I was last year? 这用法可说只在英国流行，在美国几乎是没有的。


Argentine
 Argentine是南美洲共和国Argentina的形容词。Argentina的正式名称是the
 Argentine Republic，简称the
 Argentine，注意不可作the
 Argentina
 或Argentine
 。


arise
 arise现在主要用在无形的东西，说到有形的东西通常用rise。例如：

Jane's anger arises
 from the misbehaviour of her children.

The sun rises
 in the east.


arithmetic
 arithmetic是“算术”，不是“数学”（mathematics）。不包括代数、几何、三角等。


arm
 keep at arm's length是习语，有时照字面解，如The mother kept her baby at arm's length, thinking that he might try to kiss her。有时作“跟…冷淡、疏远”解，注意arm's前面没有an。at arm's length单独用（没有keep）也没有an，作“一臂之远”解，例如：He held the picture at arm's length to show it to me.


armament
 armament和armaments
 意思相同。即使在名词前面两种形式也都可以用，如armament(s
 ) race（军备竞赛）和armament(s
 ) expenditures（军备费用）。


armful
 参见-ful



Armistice
 Armistice（停战、休战）前面有the。但Armistice Day（第一次世界大战停战纪念日［11月11日］）前面没有the。1954年起在美国称作Veterans' Day。


army
 在英国army and navy和navy and army两种形式都用，有些人以为该用第二种形式。


around
 around和round都可以用作副词和介词，现在around在英国比从前少用，但在美国却很常用。下面各句都是美国英语：

He turned around.

Like the moon, the arficial satellites（人造卫星）move around the earth.

I went around to the post-office.

He loafed around the city.

They live in the house around the corner.

Around 800 men came.

在英国第一句到第五句里的around都改作round，第六句里的around改作about。


arouse
 arouse（唤起、激起）和rouse的不同，跟rise和arise的不同相仿，arouse现在主要用在无形的东西。例如：

That aroused my curiosity.

That aroused my suspicions.


arrange 1．
 We have arranged (for
 ) the concert, They are arranging (for
 ) a picnic等句子里的for不用的多，用的少。注意concert和picnic都是事，不指东西或人。We have arranged for
 a new classroom和They are arranging for
 a guide等句子里的for不可省去。


2．
 I have arranged for
 him to go是“他去”，不是“我去”。I have arranged with
 him to go也许“我去”，也许“他去”，也许“我和他一同去”。I have arranged with
 him to let me go当然是“他让我去”。在容易被人误解的场合，该避免I have arranged with
 him to go一类的句子。


3．
 arrange
 （安排、预定）后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall或should，如We have arranged that
 he shall
 （或should
 ）start work next Monday和We arranged that
 he should
 start work next Monday。也可以用虚拟现在式。例如：We (have) arranged that
 he start
 work next Monday.


arrangement 1．
 在用作“办法”或“计划”解时，习惯用复数形式arrangements
 。例如：The arrangements
 have been made in good time.


2．
 arrangement（安排、预定）后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall或should，如We have made an arrangement with him that
 she shall
 （或should
 ）start work next Monday和We made an arrangement with him that
 he should
 start work next Monday。也可以用虚拟现在式。例如：We (have) made an arrangement with him that
 he start
 work next Monday.


arrear
 arrears
 比arrear普通，in arrears
 也比in arrear普通。但in arrear of（落后于、不及）里的arrear不可改作arrears
 。例如：In this respect, France is in arrear of the United States.


arrest
 1．
 arrest是“逮捕”，说个人捉住了什么人不可用arrest。如说捉住了一个小偷，该用catch，不可用arrest。


2．
 The police have made two arrests是“警察逮捕了两个人”，不是“警察们执行了两次逮捕”。注意用made。


arrive(d) 1．
 arrive的过去分词arrived可以用作形容词，作“已到的”解，如the newly arrived
 traveller和Arrived
 at the shop, I asked to see some shirts。但is arrived，are arrived等现在不普通。


2．
 arrive home里的home是副词，习惯不说arrive at
 home。当然，在arrive at his
 home里必须有at。


3．
 arrive(d)是一时的动作，所以不可说He has arrived for a week，该改作He arrived a week ago或It is a week since he arrived。


art 1．
 Bachelor of Arts（文学士），Master of Arts（文科硕士），Faculty of Arts（文学院）等表达方式里的Arts是liberal arts的简称，指语言、哲学、历史等，别于专门的或职业的教育，注意用复数形式。liberal arts前面有the。


2．
 fine arts（美艺术）前面有the。通常包括绘画、建筑和雕塑等，有时也包括诗歌、音乐、舞蹈和戏剧。the arts=the fine arts。


3．
 the
 pictorial art（画术），the
 photographical art（照相术），the
 healing art（医术）等表达方式里有the。


4．
 arts
 college是“文学院”，不是“美术学院”。但英国的Royal Academy of Arts是“美术院”。


artist
 artist在单独用的时候往往指画家，但画家自己通常不用artist而用painter。


artiste
 artiste是“艺人”，指以歌舞为职业的歌舞家等，指男或女都可以，并不是artist的女性式。


as 1．
 such children as love
 their books里的as是关系代词，用作love的主语。such books as are loved
 by children里的as也是关系代词，用作are loved的主语。这样一讲，便知道such books as are loved
 by children里的are决不可省去，但这种verb to be很容易被忽略。例如：

such points as are discussed
 in the book,

such questions as are often asked
 by schoolboys,

such preparations as are now being made
 ,

such arts as are practised
 by many

上述各种表达方式里as后面都必须有are。


2．
 下面各句里的as都是关系代词：

The author was brought up in a small village, as is recounted in some of his stories.

As is announced in today's papers, all the schools will reopen on 1 September.

The boy was run over by a motor-car, as often happened in holidary season.

As is often the case, the girl forgot to bring her dictionary.

Helen was somewhat crazy, as all her acquaintances could see.

As you will find out, all is now settled.

各句里的as都指主句所表达的意思，如第一句里的as指作家在小村里长大这件事。as的这种用法很普通，但也很容易被误认作连接词而加用it。例如：

The author was brought up in a small village, as it
 is recounted in some of his stories.

As it
 is announced in today's papers, all the schools will reopen on 1 September.

这it是要不得的。这样用法的关系代词as一定属于单数形式，as are和as were是不可能的。注意English as it is spoken in South England和China as I see her等表达方式里的as是连接词，不是关系代词，所以it和her不可少。

上面第一句和第二句里以as引导的从句都用属于被动语态的动词，那is可以省去，如The author was brought up in a small village, as recounted in some of his stories和As announced in today's papers, all the schools will reopen on 1 September。


3．2
 里所讲的as是关系代词，下面各句里的斜体as也是关系代词。

Please come as soon as
 is possible. （is通常省去）

He shows a readiness to work as hard as
 is necessary on any and every occasion.

She always acts as
 appears best to her.

We must assume that the accident occurred as
 is alleged. （is可以省去）


4．
 English as it is spoken in South England里的it is可以省去，成为English as spoken
 in South England，作“像英国南方所讲的那种英语”解，跟English spoken in South England（没有as）意思略有不同。又如the name as mentioned
 in the letter, the results as announced
 in today's paper和the answer as given
 below。

注意上述各种表达方式里的名词前面都没有such。假使有了such，便该在那过去分词前面加上verb to be，如such
 English as is
 spoken in South England和such
 a name as is
 mentioned in the letter。参见1


也得注意并非所有这类短语都可以在前面加上such，在后加上verb to be，如Truth as opposed to falsehood和actual conversation as distinguished from imagined conversation不可改作such truth as is opposed to falsehood和such actual conversation as is distinguished from imagined conversation。

跟as＋过去分词相仿的结构有grammar as against
 idiom, absolute as distinct
 from relative（绝对的，别于相对的）等。

本节里所举的as spoken，as mentioned，as announced，as given，as opposed和as distinguished跟2
 里所举的as recounted形式上相同，但语法上不同，这里各种表达方式等于as it is
 ...或as they
 are...，但as recounted等于as is
 recounted。


5．
 下面各句都可以说，但用her和him比较普通些：




当然，Such a man as he
 is welcome里的he不可改作him，I recognized the man as him
 who had called in the morning里的him不可改作he。


6．
 照一般语法书说，as...as...用在肯定句里，so...as...用在否定句里，如He is as
 old as she (is)和He is not so
 old as she (is)。但事实上并不都是这样。在否定句里用as...as...也普通，在口语里更普通。如He is not as
 old as she (is)。用了as...as...有时暗示着那第二个as后面的人或物有着高程度的那形容词（或副词）所指的性质，如He is not as
 old as she (is)有时含有“她是老年人”的意思。

在isn't，wasn't，don't，can't等后面，尤其多用as，如He isn't as
 old as she (is)比He isn't so
 old as she (is)普通，She doesn't work as
 quickly as her brother比She doesn't work so
 quickly as her brother普通。但假使在形容词或副词前面加了quite，却通常用so而不用as，如He isn't quite so
 old as she (is)比He isn't quite as
 old as she (is)普通。

not so
 old as she (is)不可能有“并非跟她同年（而比她年龄大）”的意思，not as
 old as she (is)才可能有，所以He is not as
 old as she (is), but much older里的as不可改作so。


7．
 He is as old as she
 当然不错，但在口语里往往说He is as old as her
 。


8．
 as可以表示原因。例如：As you are busy, you need not go with me. 这样用法的as语气比because轻。它所引导的从句通常在主句前面。要是把以as引导的从句用在主句后面，那从句里所说的事该是对方所知道的，否则句子便不好，如You need not go with me, as you are busy是好句子（因为对方当然知道他自己很忙），但I cannot go with you, as I am busy便不好（因为对方未必知道我很忙）。即使那从句里所说的事是对方所知道的，如果句子比较长，也最好不用在主句后面，如You need not go with me, as you are busy preparing your lessons and writing your exercises in various subjects里该把as
 从句用在主句前面。

As you are busy, you need not go with me可说相当于You are busy, so
 you need not go with me, As I am busy, I cannot go with you可说相当于I am busy, so
 I cannot go with you。注意用了as便不用so，用了so便不用as，不可两个单词都用。在两三百年以前这种两个单词都用的句子是普通的，但现在绝无仅有，不可仿效。As...so...现在并不作“因为…，所以…”解，却作“正像…，…”解。例如：As
 you like music, so
 I like poetry. 这句是“正像你喜欢音乐，我喜欢诗歌”，不是“因为你喜欢音乐，所以我喜欢诗歌”。

比较下面三句：

In autocratic countries, as
 some are very rich, others are very poor.（在独裁统治的国家里，因为有些人很富，所以别人很穷。）

In autocratic countries, some are very rich, so
 others are very poor.（意思同上句）

In autocratic countries, as
 some are very rich, so
 others are very poor. （在独裁统治的国家里，正像有些人很富，别人很穷。）


9．
 As you are busy, you need not go with me不可改作Just as
 you are busy, you need not go with me。As you like music, so I like poetry可以改作Just as
 you like music, I like poetry。


10．
 beautiful as she is, late as he was, child as he is等表达方式里的as都作“虽然”解。注意那形容词或名词该用在as前面，也要注意那名词前面没有a。

这种结构里as前面不一定用形容词或名词，也有用副词或动词的。例如：


Much
 as I should like to see you, I am afraid you may find it inconvenient to come in this hot weather.


Search
 as they would, they could find nobody in the house.

但下面两句里的as并不作“虽然”解：

Realizing as I do that I shall be very much occupied in the afternoon, I must send off all these letters this morning.

Absorbed as he was in a mathematical problem, he did not notice my entering the room.

beautiful as she is当然是从属分句，主句的开首有时有yet。例如：Beautiful as she is, (yet) she is not a pleasant companion.


11．
 so...as和so...that不可混用，such...as和such...that也不可混用，注意下面各句：

Here is so
 big a stone as
 no man can lift.

Here is so
 big a stone that
 no man can lift it
 .

Here is such
 a big stone as
 no man can lift.

Here is such
 a big stone that
 no man can lift it
 .

用了as便不用it，用了that便用it。as是关系代词，that是连接词。也许有人要说：as也可以用作连接词，that也可以用作关系代词，那末不是it的用和不用没有关系了么？这道理也讲得通，可是习惯总是习惯，是不可改动的。


12．
 as用作“当…的时候”解的时候引导的从句里的动词不可作将来时态，如不可说Count the children as they will
 enter the room，该把will删去。比较下面两句：

Please post this letter for me as you pass the post-office. （当你经过邮局的时候，请替我寄这封信。）

Please post this letter for me as you will
 pass the post-office. （因为你将经过邮局，请替我寄这封信。）


13．8
 里说过as在表示原因的时候语气比because轻。Because it is getting late, we must start at once可以改作强势式It is because it is getting late that we must start at once。但As it is getting late, we must start at once不可改作It is as it is getting late that we must start at once。


14．
 so...as to...（不定式）跟...enough to...（不定式）相当，如Write so
 carefully as to
 make every sentence clear和Write carefully enough to
 make every sentence clear。注意不可用...enough as to...，如不可说Write carefully enough as to
 make every sentence clear，该把as删去。


15．
 as from主要用在法律、契约、公告等文件里，作“从…日开始”解。例如：The library will be open to the public as from
 6 May, 2001. 和As from
 6 May, 2001 the library has been open to the public. 在一般文字里不该用它。如不可说I shall use my bicycle as from
 Wednesday next，该把as删去。


16．
 The editor has bronght the material up to date as of
 May. 2001里的as of
 主要用在正式文件里。His air as of
 having forgotten about something important puzzled me里的as of作like that of解，现在比从前少用。


17．
 as per作“依照”解，是商业文件里的陈套语，如as per
 your request和as per
 our records。在一般文字里不该用它。该用according to。


18．
 He often talks to me as if
 （或as though
 ，现在as if比as though普通得多）he were my father等于He often talks to me as he would talk if he were my father。were属于虚拟语气，不该改作is，下面两句都有错：

The party goes on as if（或as though）nothing has
 happened.

They are running about as if（或as though）they are
 madmen.

has该改作had，are该改作were。

但在It looks as if（或as though）和It seems as if（或as though）后面往往用属于现在时态的动词。例如：It looks（或seems）as if（或as though）a storm will
 soon come. 不过有些语法家以为这里总该把will改作would。He is running about as if（或as though）he were
 a madman和He is running about as if（或as though）he was
 a madman都可以说，不过有些语法家以为总该用were。

He ran
 about as if（或as though）he were
 a madman, He ran
 about as if（或as though）he was
 a madman和He ran
 about as if（或as though）he had been
 a madman都可以说，但用were不及用was普通，用had been很不普通。


19．
 as for和as to都可以用在句首，作“至于…”解。例如：As for（或As to）his father, I do not know him at all. 但as to可以用在句中，作“关于…”解，as for却不可，如I am in doubt as to his nationality和Nothing as to his past is known两句里的as to都不可改作as for。

as to这样用作“关于…”解很普通，有些英美人不赞成，说它意思模糊，但用得适当，意思并不模糊。不过该注意，在可能用确切些的介词的时候，最好不用as to，如下面各种表达方式里的介词不该改作as to：



	my plans for
 the future,
	a keen interest in
 science,



	a correct idea of
 love,
	his views on
 education,



	her objections to
 the scheme,
	their attitude towards
 us





20．
 as to往往是多余的，如下面各句里的as to该删去：

I asked him as to
 what he wanted.

I do not care as to
 when she will arrive there.

Doubt is expressed as to
 whether they are safe or not.

An interesting question remains as to
 where the rare plant is to be found.


21．
 as to不但往往被多余地使用，而且往往引起语法上的毛病。如An
 interesting question remains as to where the rare plant is to be found里的as to虽然是多余的，却不算错，但The
 question remains as to where it is to be found要算错了，因为the
 question该有一个indirect question做它的同位语。同样地，the
 doubt as to
 ...也是错的。

It is not quite clear as to where the rare plant is to be found等句子里的as to用得更错，因为句首的It指where the rare plant is to be found这一从句，这从句属于主格，当然不可同时作as to的宾语。

还有用了as to很容易把它后面该用的to忘掉，如下面各句里斜体的to很容易被忘掉（实际是不可省的）：

I want to find out as to whom these papers belong to
 .

He advised me as to whom I should apply to
 for help.

No information is obtainable as to to
 what extent things have improved.


22．
 as to里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，so as to...和such as to...里的to是不定式的符号，不是介词，比较下面各句：


As to writing
 English, he cannot do much.

We must work hard so as to serve
 the people better.

The problem is such as to interest
 only a few.


23．
 as for只可以用在句首，通常全句有轻视或消极的意思。例如：

As for that young man, I am ashamed of him.

As for the other books, nobody looks upon them as of much importance.

As for a visit to the city, I am afraid it is out of the question at present.

通常不说：

As for that young man, I am proud of him.

As for the other books, everybody looks upon them as of great importance.


24．
 as best I（或you等）can和as well as I（或you等）can都作“竭力地”解，注意第一种表达方式里best后面没有as。


25．
 as it is，as it was和as it were三种表达方式不可混用。as it is和as it was都作“在事实上”或“就实际情形而论”解，第一种表达方式属于现在时态，第二种表达方式属于过去时态，如As it is
 , we cannot
 help her和As it was
 , we could not
 help her。As it were意思大不相同，作“好像”、“有几分相似”或“未尝不可说”解，were属于虚拟语气，可以用在任何时态的句子里。例如：He is（或was，或has always been）, as it were, friends with his dog.


26．
 (so far) as concerns
 ，as follows
 和as regards
 （这里regards后面不可加上to）三种表达方式里的动词都有s，不可更改。


27．
 as well as跟and不同，也跟not only...but (also)...不同，A as well as B=not only B but also A，作“不独B，而且A”解。I am a Chinese, but I have foreign friends as well as Chinese friends是通的，I am a Chinese, but I have Chinese friends as well as foreign friends却讲不通。


28．
 A, B, as well as C是不该用的，如不该说I read French, German, as well as English。“我不仅读英语，而且读法语和德语”该说I read French and
 German as well as English。


29．
 as well as是连接词，不是介词，如不可说He advised me as well as answering
 my question，该把answering改作answered。He is a painter, engineer, and poet as well as being
 a sculptor里的being该删去。


30．
 both...as well as...是错误的，绝对不可用。


31．
 not only...but...as well颇有人用，但不及not only...but also...或not only...but...普通。


32．
 下面两句意思不同：

I shall not go as well as you. （你将去，但我将不去。）

I, as well as you, shall not go. （你将不去，我也将不去。）


33．
 as and when是公文里的陈套语，如As and when we get further particulars, we shall let you know。用when就够了。


ascertain 1．
 ascertain是及物动词，但往往有不带特定宾语的用法，后面没有宾语。例如：I will ascertain (about it).


2．
 ascertain后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：We must ascertain that
 everything is as supposed.


3．
 ascertain不及find out普通。


ash
 参见ashes



ashamed 1．
 ashamed of doing
 it是“做了它而觉得可耻”。ashamed to do
 it有时是“做了它而觉得可耻”，有时是“因为觉得可耻而不愿做它”，但虽然有“不愿做它”的意思，并不一定“不做它”。

对于表示没有意志（volition）的动作的动词，说“…了而觉得羞耻”习惯用不定式而不用of和动名词，如I am ashamed to find
 from your letter that I have not yet replied to your previous one里用to find而不用of finding，那find是没有意志的动作。


2．
 ashamed of
 himself和ashamed of
 doing it都可以说，但不可说ashamed of
 himself of
 doing it，第二个of该改作for。


3．
 ashamed后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：I am ashamed that
 you should think me stupid.


4．
 ashamed通常是表语形容词，很少用在名词前面。所以该说much
 ashamed或very much
 ashamed，不该说very
 ashamed。用very much比用much普通。

相当于ashamed的定语形容词是没有的，ashamed偶尔这样用，如an ashamed look和an ashamed person。


5．
 ashamed of
 him是“为了他感觉羞耻”，ashamed for
 him是“代他感觉羞耻”。


ash(es) 1．
 ash和ashes
 都作“灰”解，复数形式普通些。burn（或reduce）to ashes
 和lay in ashes
 （把…烧毁）里的ashes
 不可改作ash。


2．
 ash往往指“（尚未散开的一团）灰”，如the ash of a cigar。


3．
 可以说a few grey ashes。


Asian
 不论用作形容词或名词（亚洲人），现在Asian比Asiatic普通得多。我们自己是亚洲人，必须用Asian。


Asiatic
 参见Asian



aside
 aside from是美国英语，相当于英国英语apart from，作“除…以外”解。


ask 1．
 ask his name是“问他的名字”，ask his opinion是“问他的意见”，ask the way是“问路”，ask the time是“问时间”，但ask the price有时是“问价”，有时是“讨价”。I asked him the price是“问价”，He asked the price of ¥20是“讨价”。

ask（问）可以有双宾语，如I asked him his name和He asked me my opinion。


2．
 He asked me something是“他问我一个问题”，He asked me for
 something是“他向我要些东西”。


3．
 I asked him a question比I asked a question of
 him普通。I have a question to ask (of
 ) you里的of可有可无。


4．
 'Are you sure of it?' he asked（问）(of
 ) me里的of可有可无。I am afraid it is too much to ask（请求）of
 him里的of不可省去，偶尔用from。


5．
 ask和ask for都作“请求”解。ask通常用于无形的东西，如ask a favour，ask advice，ask permission和ask clemency。ask for用于有形的或无形的东西都可以，如ask for bread，ask for money，ask for a ticket，ask for help，ask for information，ask for leave，ask for pardon和ask for forgiveness。假使说出了那被请求的人，用了ask该在那宾语后面加上of和指人的词，用了ask for该在ask后面加上指人的词，如ask
 a favour of him
 和ask him for
 bread。ask a favour of him改作ask him a favour也可以，但ask用作“请求”解带有双宾语，那直接宾语只有favour，却不说ask him advice或ask him permission。


6．
 He asked about
 you是“他问起你”，He asked after
 you是“他问起你的健康情况（或生活情况）”，He asked for
 you是“他问起要见你（或跟你联系）”。


7．
 He asked me 'Will you go with me?' 是正常的英语。He asked me whether I would go with him也是正常的英语。He asked me, Would I go with him? 不是正常的英语，但这种结构在不很严谨的文字里时常见到。


8．
 ask（请求）后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall或should或虚拟现在式，如I ask that
 he shall
 （或should
 ）call this evening, I ask that
 he call
 （不用calls
 ）this evening, I asked that
 he should
 call that evening和I asked that
 he call
 （不用called
 ）that evening。


asleep 1．
 asleep是表语形容词，不可用在名词前面，在名词前面该用sleeping，如The baby is asleep
 和the sleeping baby
 。


2．
 形容asleep的程度普通用fast或sound。因为它是表语形容词，所以不该说very
 asleep。much
 asleep和very much
 asleep都可以说，但都不及用fast或sound普通。


aspiration
 He has aspirations to be an engineer等句子里习惯用复数形式aspirations
 。


aspire
 aspire是不及物动词，后面习惯接to、after或不定式，如He aspires to
 excellence, He aspires after
 perfection和He aspires to be
 a hero。接at或for也可以，但不很普通。


aspirin
 three aspirin，three aspirins
 和three tablets
 of aspirin都作“三片阿司匹林药片”解。


ass 1．
 ass（驴）就是donkey，在动物学上只用ass，普通多用donkey。


2．
 ass和donkey都借用作“呆子”解。普通用ass，用了donkey便有戏谑的意思，如叫人donkey并不只是说他是呆子，却有“呆得可爱”或“呆不可当”的含意。


3．
 ass和donkey是“驴”，跟mule（骡）不同。mule是雌马和雄驴所生的。雌驴和雄马所生的叫hinny，但也往往叫做mule。


assassinate 1．
 assassinate和murder略有不同：assassinate是“暗杀”或“行刺”，往往在公共场所进行，目标通常是公务人员。murder是“谋杀”，通常在秘密场所进行，目标不拘何等人。


2．
 说“刺客”用assassin。也有assasinator这词，但很不普通。


assemble 1．
 下面两句意思相同：

We are assembled here to discuss the question.

We have
 assembled here to discuss the question.


2．
 assemble together
 里的together是多余的。


assert
 可以说He asserted that
 he was innocent和He asserted that
 his sister was innocent，但不可说：

He asserted himself to be innocent.

He asserted to be innocent.

He asserted his sister to be innocent.

该说He declared
 himself (to be) innocent和He declared
 his sister (to be) innocent.


asset(s)
 assets
 原来是单数形式，并没有asset这词。但asset现在很普通，它的意思是“可贵的东西”、“优点”、“利益”、“好处”等，如Good health is a great asset和The new teacher is an asset to the school。它的复数形式是assets
 。例如：Through all her troubles she had the assets
 of good health and good spirits.


assign(ment) 1．
 assign用作“指定（功课）”解和assignment用作“被指定的功课”解都是美国用法。


2．
 下面各句都可以说：

The authorities assigned him an important task.

He was assigned an important task.

An important task was assigned him.

The authorities assigned him to
 an important task.

He was assigned to
 an important task.

The authorities assigned an important task to
 him.

An important task was assigned to
 him.


3．
 assignment（被指定的功课）后面接in，如an assignment in
 physics。


assist 1．
 assist不论用作及物动词或不及物动词，后面接不定式不及接in和动名词普通，如He assisted (her) to do
 it不及He assisted (her) in doing
 it普通。


2．
 assist不及help通俗，在口语里通常用help。


associate
 associate with是“跟…交友”，be associated with是“（被使）跟…（在业务、事务等上）联合”，如He associates with
 all kinds of people和He is associated with
 Mr Brown in business。


assume 1．
 assume和presume略有不同。I assume that you can do it是“我假定你能做它”，assume后面通常有that，I presume you can do it是“我相信你能做它”，presume后通常没有that。


2．
 assuming不必属于固定的某词，如下面第二句也不算错：

Even assuming a great willingness on the part of all our friends to help, we
 must not forget that few of them are properly prepared for it.

Even assuming a great willingness on the part of all our friends to help, few of them are properly prepared for it.


assurance 1．
 除人寿保险以外，说保险通常不用assurance而用insurance。即使说人寿保险，现在用life assurance也不及用life insurance普通。在美国几乎完全不用。参见assure 2



2．
 assurance（保证，断言）往往用复数形式。例如：

Despite her assurances
 , I did not believe her.


3．
 下面三句意思相同：

He needed an
 assurance that he could reach home safely.

He needed the
 assurance that he could reach home safely.

He needed assurances
 that he could reach home safely.

注意第三句里assurances
 前面没有the。


assure 1．
 assure是“使…深信”，不是“深信”，如可以说：

I am assured
 of his honesty.

I am assured
 that he is honest.

但不可说：

I assure
 his honesty.

I assure
 that he is honest.


2．
 assure his life是“为他保人寿险”，但除了人寿保险以外，说保险通常不用assure而用insure，如insure his house。即使说保人寿险，现在用assure也不及用insure普通。在美国几乎完全不用。


3．
 下面两句意思相同：

His work assured him a degree of happiness.

His work assured a degree of happiness to
 him.

但不及下面三句普通：

His work ensured
 him a degree of happiness.

His work ensured
 a degree of happiness to
 him.

His work ensured a degree of happiness for
 him.


astonish(ed) 1．
 astonish比surprise强，astound比astonish更强。


2．
 关于astonished eyes（惊奇的眼睛）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


astound
 参见astonish


at 1．
 说到地方，at指较小的，in指较大的，如in
 China（国家），in
 Shanghai（大城市），at
 Jiangwan（江湾镇）。不过大小并没有绝对的区别，广州是大城市，但和广东省比较起来便小了，所以可以说at
 Guangzhou,guangdong或in
 guangdong, at
 Guangzhou。但说到省不可用at，所以江苏虽然比全中国小，却不可说at
 Jiangsu, China或in
 China, at
 Jiangsu，该说in
 Jiangsu, China。国家和大陆都该用in，不可用at。国际大都市用at和in都有，但在London前通常用in，不用at。

虽然说到很小的地方，假使那说话的人住在那里，那末也不妨把那小地方看得大些，如住在江湾镇的人可以说in
 Jiangwan。假定你向朋友报告你住在江湾，你说I am now living at
 Jiangwan，以后便可以用in。例如：I am very happy in
 Jiangwan.

说到某大城市的某大建筑物，往往在大城市名称的前面用at。例如：the Pantheon at
 Rome和the Acropolis at
 Athens。

说到商店、机关、学校等，假使看作一个地点（point）用at，假使看作一个场所（place）用in，如I met him at
 the post office和I work in
 the post office。但the barber's（理髮店），Green's（Green所开的店）等前面只用at，不用in。

说到门牌只用at，不用in。例如：He lives at
 1184 Fuzhou Road. 路名前面该用in，不用at，如in
 Fuzhou Road，不可说at
 Fuzhou Road。但说“在…路口”便可以用at，如Fuzhou Road, at
 Shanxi Road和at
 Fuzhou Road and Shanxi Road。


2．
 说到时间，at (1)指时刻。例如：

at three o'clock, at twenty (minutes) past four, at an early hour, at dawn, at daybreak, at daylight, at sunrise, at noon, at midday, at nightfall, at sunset, at dusk, at twilight, at night, at midnight, at this moment, at any time

（2）指较短的时期。例如：

at night, at New Year, at Easter, at midsummer, at Christmas, at the beginning of the month, at the end of the week, at the weekend, at the present day, at an earlier period

下面各种表达方式现在比较少见：

at day（在破晓时），at morning（在破晓时），at evening（在薄暮）

上面（1）和（2）里都有at night。（1）里的作“在薄暮”解，（2）里的作“在夜里”解，通常指黄昏或上半夜。


3．
 at five years old和at five miles distant里用at，有人以为该改作at five years of age或at the age of five years和at five miles' distance，可是这种不合理的用法很普通，尽可用得。


4．
 在信封地址前用at有转交的意思。例如：

Mr A. C. Lee

at 1184 Fuzhou Road

Shanghai

Mr Lee经常不在福州路1184号，请那儿的人收下转交。


athletics
 参见-ics



Atlantic
 英美人所说both sides of the Atlantic指英美两国。英国人说across the Atlantic指“到美国去”或“在美国那边”，美国人说across the Atlantic指“到英国去”或“在英国那边”。


attach
 The receipt is attached hereto
 里的hereto在商业信函里往往用，实际不必要。The receipt is attached herewith
 里的herewith竟可以说是错误的。因为attach后面习惯接to，不接with。


attain
 attain和attain to有时可以通用，有时不可通用。在end（目的），object（目的），ideal（理想），aspiration（愿望）等词前面，该用attain，不用attain to。在power（权力），prosperity（繁荣），distinction（著名），knowledge（知识），wisdom（智慧）等词前面，在表示年龄的词语（如old age, his twentieth year等）前面用attain或attain to都可以。


attainment
 说“学识”习惯用复数形式。例如：He is noted for his scholarly attainments
 .


attempt 1．
 an attempt to do
 it和an attempt at doing
 it都可以说，用不定式普通些。


2．
 attempt通常指可数的一次一次的尝试或努力，make an
 attempt里的an决不可省去。但make little attempt（几乎不尝试），make small attempt（几乎不尝试），和without attempt（不尝试）等表达方式都可用。


3．
 attempt用作动词，后面接不定式或动名词都可以。如They will attempt to do
 it和They will attempt doing
 it。用不定式普通些。


4．
 attempt很容易犯双重否定的毛病，如不可说The work was attempted to be done
 quickly，该改作An attempt was made to do the work quickly。


attend 1．
 说“出席于…”用attend或attend at都可以，用attend普通些。


2．
 说“侍候”用attend或attend upon（或on）都可以，说医生或护士的侍候病人，用attend普通些。


3．
 说“注意于”或“从事于”用attend to，如I will attend to
 the matter soon和The child is now old enough to attend to
 his own needs。


attention 1．
 该说I want to call（或draw）his attention to the matter，不可说I want to call（或draw）the matter to his attention。但该说I want to bring the matter to his attention，不可说I want to bring his attention to the matter。I want to call
 the matter to his attention等句子偶尔也有，但不及I want to bring
 the matter to his attention普通，不算正当。也有I want to call to your attention that
 the matter needs to be looked into immediately等句子，在call后面用以that引导的从句做它的宾语，不是正常的用法。


2．
 不可说pay attention on
 ，该把on改作to。


3．
 pay attention to作“注意”解，有时也作“向（女子）献殷勤”解，pay his（或your等）attentions
 to作“向（女子）献殷勤”解。注意第一种表达方式里用单数形式attention，没有his等词，第二种表达方式里用复数形式attentions
 ，有his等词。


4．
 注意下面第一句里的a
 charming attention（一个可爱的殷勤行为）和第二句里的attentions
 ：

When he offered to carry the basket for her, she considered it a
 charming attention.

She loves her children, but takes care not to spoil them with too many attentions
 .


5．
 下面两句里的to是介词，所以后面用动名词：

I advise you to pay more attention to recording
 new uses of old words.

Special attention has been paid to describing
 the treatment of unusual cases.


6．
 写信给大机关或大商店，假使需要某人或某部门注意，可以在称呼语后面或后面的下一行或两行加上Attention...或Attention: ...或Attention of...。例如：



	Attention Mr J. D. King,
	Attention Accounting Department,



	Attention: Mr J. D. King,
	Attention: Accounting Department,



	Attention of Mr J. D. King.
	Attention of Accounting Department.





attic
 attic是“顶楼”，在英国通常是穷人住的。它跟garret意思相同，在暗示穷困、简陋等意思的时候多用garret。


attire
 attire统指“衣服”，不指“一件衣服”。现在不普通。


attitude
 说“对于…的态度”，attitude后面接towards或to，如my attitude towards
 （或to
 ）him和a respectful attitude towards
 （或to
 ）criticism。my attitude on
 the question和my attitude towards
 （或to
 ）the question都可以说，因为用question，所以可以用on。


attract
 The scenery attracted her to loiter on the way里的attracted用得不对，该改作tempted。


auction
 sell by
 auction（拍卖）是英国英语，sell at
 auction是美国英语。put up to
 auction是英国英语，put up at
 auction是美国英语。


audience
 严格地说，audience是“听众”，不是“观众”，跟它相当的指“观众”的词是没有的。spectators是spectator的复数形式，不能算跟它相当。但事实上audience往往被用作“观众”解。


aught
 除了for aught I know（据我所知道）这一表达方式以外，aught现在不通用。


aunt
 在英语里“姑母”、“姨母”、“伯母”、“婶婶”和“舅母”都叫aunt。为区别得清楚些，“姑母”、“伯母”和“婶婶”叫paternal aunt，“姨母”和“舅母”叫maternal aunt，但总不及汉语的完备。paternal aunt和maternal aunt这种名称，除了在必须区别的时候以外，习惯上不用。


author 1．
 author是“著作者”，一篇文章或一本书的作者是author。但在单独用时，总指文学家，就如汉语“作家”这名称。


2．
 author不指“校订者”、“翻译者”或“编辑者”。


3．
 有些著作人用the author代I或me。似乎不很自然。


authoress
 除了必须指出性别的场合以外，authoress现在很少用。


authority 1．
 说“主管人员”或“当局者”，习惯用复数形式authorities
 ，前面有the，如the authorities
 和the local authorities
 。


2．
 说“某科权威”，authority后面接on，如He used to be considered an authority on
 Chinese history和Harold Williams is a well-known authority on
 (Jonathan) Swift。


3．
 a well-known Swift authority=a well-known authority on Swift


auto
 auto是automobile的简写形式，是美国英语，现在几乎不用。


automatic
 automatic一般译作“自动的”，当然不错，但有被误解的可能。其实automatic的“自动”是“自动电话”、“自动手枪”等的“自动”，不是“自动参加”，“自动坦白”等的“自动”。automatic有“机械地、没有意志地、自会动起来的”、“并非自发自愿的
 （involuntary）”的意思，跟“自动参加
 （voluntary parcipation），“自动坦白”
 （voluntary confession）等里的“自动”恰恰相反。



automa(tiza)tion
 说生产的“自动化”现在用automation，不用automatization。


automobile
 automobile在英国现在远不及motor-car普通，在美国也远不及car普通。在美国在名词前面通常用automobile，如the automobile business。


autumn 1．
 spring，summer，autumn和winter四个单词译作“春”、“夏”、“秋”、“冬”，从表面看，不能算错，其实不很正确。“春”、“夏”、“秋”、“冬”习惯从“立春”、“立夏”、“立秋”、“立冬”算起，但spring，summer，autumn和winter从天文学上说从“春分”、“夏至”、“秋分”、“冬至”算起，从立春到春分的一段时间是“春”，但不是spring而是winter，从立夏到夏至的一段时间是“夏”，但不是summer而是spring，其余两季也是这样。依照民间通俗用法，在英国把2月、3月和4月当作spring，把5月、6月和7月当作summer，依次类推。在美国把3月、4月和5月当作spring，6月、7月和8月当作summer，依次类推。


2．
 in autumn和in the
 autumn都可以说。during the
 autumn里的the不可省去。Autumn has come等句子里不可加the。spring，summer，winter和fall也是这样。


3．
 在美国很少用autumn，通常用fall。


avail 1．
 avail myself（或yourself等）of作“利用”解，下面两句都可以说：

I shall avail myself
 of your kind offer.

He availed himself
 of the opportunity.

这两句都属于主动语态，决不可成为被动语态。

下面这种句子却有人用，但不合语法，最好不用：

Your kind offer will be availed of (by me).

The opportunity was availed of (by him).

为什么不合语法呢？因为myself和himself都脱掉了。

所说不合语法的结构在美国比较流行。在美国也有I shall avail（没有myself）of your kind offer等句子。


2．
 His advice availed (us) nothing（他的劝告［对于我们］没有用）等句子里的nothing是副词。


3．
 of
 no avail（完全无用）, of
 little avail（没有什么用处）等是形容词短语，to
 no avail（完全无用），to
 little avail（没有什么用处）等是状语短语。例如：

He tried, but his effort was of
 no avail.

He tried, but to
 no avail.


available 1．
 available有时用在它所修饰的词的后面，如I will send you all particulars available
 和I hope to see as much as possible in the short time available
 。


2．
 近几年来available很常用，比obtainable和procurable普通。


avenge 1．
 avenge是“为（某人）报仇”或“因（某事）报仇”，不是“向（某人）报仇”。假使你的哥哥被敌人打伤，你要替他报仇，可以说I will avenge my brother，也可以说I will avenge my brother's injury。但不可说I will avenge the enemy。说I will avenge the enemy便是说“我要替敌人报仇”。


2．
 说“为某人向另一人报仇”该在指另一人的词前面用on或upon。例如：I will avenge my brother on
 （或upon
 ）the enemy.


3．
 avenge通常指“为（他人）报仇”，revenge通常指“为（自己）报仇”。avenge有“扶助（弱者）”的意思，revenge有“为…泄愤”的意思。


4．
 相当于avenge的名词是vengeance，相当于revenge的名词也是revenge。


avenue 1．
 在英国avenue普通指两旁有树的路，在美国往往指任何宽阔的街道。


2．
 美国的Fifth Avenue等街道名前面没有the。


average
 average在作“寻常的”或“一般的”解的时候，后面的名词用单数形式比用复数形式普通，假使后面的名词是单数形式，前面用the或an都可以，如the（或an）average college student和average college students
 。


averse
 averse（不喜欢的、愿意的）后面现在通常接to，偶尔接from。后面接to和动名词比接不定式普通，如I am averse to hearing
 this music比I am averse to hear
 this music普通。


aversion
 aversion（厌恶）后面通常接to，偶尔接from，for或towards。后接to和动名词比接不定式普通，参见averse



aviatress
 参见aviatrix



aviatrice
 参见aviatrix



aviatrix
 aviatrix，aviatress和aviatrice都是aviator（飞行员）的女性式，aviatrix最普通。除了在必须指出性别的场合以外，普通用aviator而不用这些词。


avoid 1．
 avoid后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说You had better avoid reading
 in the train，不可说You had better avoid to read
 in the train。


2．
 avoid作“避免成功”解，企图避免而未能成功便不能说avoid，如不可说I avoided meeting him, but somehow bumped against him，该把avoided改作tried to avoid。


await 1．
 await和wait的不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）await不及wait普通。

（2）await是及物动词，后面不可加介词，如可以说I await your reply，不可说I await for
 your reply。

（3）await是及物动词，wait也可以用作及物动词，往往两个单词可以通用。例如：I await（或wait）your decision.

（4）await后面可以接动名词做宾语，但不可接不定式，wait后面可以接不定式做它的状语短语，但不可接动名词，如I shall await hearing
 from you和I shall wait to hear
 from you。这两句里的await和wait不可对调。await后面的动名词虽然偶尔在形式上是主动语态而在意思上却是被动的。例如：In revising the dictionary the author found a great deal of material awaiting working
 up.

（5）wait for可说等于await，如I am waiting for him和I am awaiting him意思相同。但wait for后面接了宾语还可以加上不定式，await却不可，如I am waiting for him to come里的waiting for不可改作awaiting。


awake
 awake，awaken，wake和waken这四个单词意思相仿，而且都可以用作及物动词和不及物动词，用法也没有绝对的区别，但下面几点可以参考：

（1）用作“醒”或“使醒”解，wake最普通。

（2）用作“醒悟”和“觉醒”解，awake和awaken普通些。

（3）waken和awaken很少用作不及物动词。

（4）wake后面往往用up，waken后面有时也用up，但awake和awaken后面都不用up。

（5）只有wake有“醒着”的意思，例如：That kept me waking
 .


awaken 1．
 参见awake



2．
 注意I was awakened to
 the danger里的awakened后面用to。


awakening
 注意He was now enjoying an intellectual awakening to
 a far different life from that which he had hitherto lived里的awakening 后面用to。


award
 award在作“授与”解的时候可以有双宾语，如They awarded the prize to him和They awarded him the prize都可以说。


aware 1．
 aware后面接of或以that引导的从句，如He is aware of
 our presence和He is aware that
 we are here。


2．
 在how，what，when等词的前面，aware后面的of可有可无。例如：I am not aware (of
 ) how long he has lived here.


3．
 aware是表语形容词，前面不用very，习惯用well。


away
 away用在back，behind，below，down，off等词前面作“相去得远地”解是美国英语，如He came to China away back
 in 1950和This specimen is away below
 the average。


awful(ly)
 在口语里awful也用作副词，作awfully（很）解，但只用在形容词或过去分词前面，不用在动词后面，如I am awfully glad和He was awfully surprised里的awfully可以改作awful。但I dread awfully to see it里的awfully，不可改作awful。




B




babe
 “婴孩”现在通常用baby，不用babe。


baby 1．
 往往用it或which指baby。例如：The baby is crying, I wonder what is the matter with it
 .


2．
 baby boy和boy baby，baby girl和girl baby都可以说。baby boy着重在那boy尚在婴孩时代，boy baby着重在那个婴孩是男而不是女。baby girl和girl baby有同样的区别。baby brother，baby sister，baby son，baby daughter等不可改作brother baby等。


3．
 假使家里只有一个婴孩，往往把baby用作专有名词一般，前面没有the。例如：Look after baby.


bachelor 1．
 从来不曾结过婚的男子才是bachelor，假使某人的妻子死了，他便成为widower，并不是bachelor。但离婚的男子有时也叫作bachelor。


2．
 bachelor不指女子。但有bachelor girl这名称，指从来未曾结婚的年轻而自立的女子。


back 1．
 back and forth是美国英语，相当于英国英语backwards and forwards或to and fro。


2．
 back of和in
 back of都作“在…的后面”或“赞助着…”解，是美国英语，有人以为in
 back of不正当。


3．
 back pay，back rent，back salary，back taxes等都是美国英语，back作“拖欠着的”解。


4．
 as far back as the fifteenth century等表达方式里的第二个as后面没有in。


backwards
 该说backwards and forwards，不可说forwards and backwards。


bad(ly) 1．
 在I want it badly, He needs a new coat badly等句子里的badly作“很”解，原来用在口语里，现在用在文字里也很普通。它所形容的词，通常是want，need或require。也可以说The book is badly in need of revision和I shall miss you badly。


2．
 feel bad
 和feel badly
 都作“感觉身体上（或精神上）不舒适”解，有时也作“因为跟他人同情而感觉不愉快”解。许多英美人以为该用bad，不该用badly。照字面讲，feel badly也可以用作“触觉不好”解。


bagful
 参见-ful



baggage 1．
 说“行李”现在在英国通常用luggage，在美国通常用baggage。


2．
 baggage统指“行李”，不指“一件行李”，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式，如可以说a large amount of baggage，不可说many baggages。“一件行李”该说a piece
 of baggage或an article of baggage。



bail
 bail out是“用降落伞从飞机上跳下”。也作bale out。


bake
 bake偶尔带有双宾语。例如：The farmer baked the traveller some cakes.


balance
 the balance作“其余”解主要用在美国，在英国通常不用它而用the remainder或the rest。


bale
 参见bail



Balkans
 Balkans（巴尔干半岛）前面有the。注意词尾有s，实际指半岛上的各国，the Balkan Peninsula里的Balkan词尾没有s。


ball 1．
 说“球类运动”在ball前面不该有a或the，如play ball，不作play a
 ball或play the
 ball。play with a
 ball是“玩一个球”，play with the
 ball是“玩这个球”。


2．
 ball指“球类运动”现在可说总是指“棒球运动”（base-ball）。play ball在美国有五个意思：（1）玩棒球，（2）开球，（3）开始行动，（4）合作，（5）公平办事。


3．
 ball指盛大的舞会，是社交性质的，欧美国家舞场里的跳舞不可叫做ball。ball是正式的舞会，私人的小型舞会叫dance。


4．
 ball（舞会）前面用at，不用in。


5．
 “开舞会”说hold
 a ball或give
 a ball都可以。但在请帖里通常用held。


ballet
 ballet（芭蕾舞）有时用作抽象名词，指“芭蕾舞的艺术”或“芭蕾舞的娱乐”。


ballistics
 参见-ics



bandit
 bandit有两个复数形式：bandits
 和banditti
 。banditti现在很不普通，尤其在注重“各个”而不注重“集团”的场合不该用banditti，如在These mountains were infested with banditti before liberation里还可以用banditti，但在Three bandits were arrested里的bandits
 不该改作banditti
 。有时a
 banditti用作“一队匪徒”解。


bank 1．
 河的两岸，向下游看在右面的叫right bank，左面的叫left bank，如长江从西向东流，南岸是right bank，北岸是left bank。


2．
 一条河有两个banks，照理一个湖并没有分得清楚的两个banks，但习惯上说到湖的岸，也用复数形式banks
 。


3．
 一条河有两个banks，照理说在一边岸上该说on one of the banks
 of the river或on a bank
 of the river，但习惯上却说on the bank
 of the river，或者就说on the banks
 （复数形式）of the river。


barbarian
 barbarian，barbaric和barbarous都是形容词，但在意思上有区别，barbarian是“属于野蛮民族的”，barbaric往往有“野蛮民族的色彩或风趣”的意思，barbarous往往有“野蛮得可恨或可耻”的意思。如barbarian king是“野蛮民族的王”，barbaric king是“有野蛮民族的色彩的王”（如仪仗极其壮丽的），barbarous king是“野蛮成性的王”。又如a barbarian custom是“一个野蛮民族的风俗”，a barbaric custom是“一个有野蛮民族色彩的风俗”（如粗陋的或俗丽的），a barbarous custom是“一个残忍或不人道的风俗”。


barbaric
 参见barbarian



barbarism
 主要相当于barbarian。例如：They used to live in barbarism.


barbarity
 主要相当于barbarous。例如：The bandits treated their prisoners with barbarity.


barbarous
 参见barbarian



barbarousness
 =barbarism或barbarity，如the barbarousness of their former mode of life和the barbarousness of the bandits' treatment of their prisoners。


barefoot(ed)
 在名词前面用barefooted，如barefooted children。在谓语里，barefoot比barefooted普通，如In the old society such children used to be barefoot和In the old society such children used to go about barefoot里用barefoot比用barefooted
 普通。


bargain
 bargain是“便宜货”，good bargain也是“便宜货”，bad bargain是“买得太贵的东西”。


barn
 barn在英国指堆积谷类、柴草等的房子，但在美国也指马棚、牛棚等。


baron
 baron是英国五种爵位里最低的，通常译作“男爵”。在美国并没有爵位，也就无所谓baron，但往往用baron指工商巨头、大王，如coal baron，oil baron，beef baron等。现在英国也用。


barracks 1．
 即使指“一所兵营”通常也用barracks
 而不用barrack。有时用a
 barracks
 。


2．
 the
 barracks
 有时指军队生活。例如：The best years of his life were spent in the
 barracks
 .


base 1．
 base通常指有形的基础，basis通常指无形的基础，如the base
 of the pillar和the basis
 of the philosophy。“军事基地”是military base
 ，“基础和上层建筑”是the basis and the superstructure。


2．
 base的复数形式是bases，读作［ˈbeɪsɪz］，basis的复数形式也是bases，读作［ˈbeɪsiːz］。


base(-)ball
 说“棒球运动”在base(-)ball前面不该有a或the，如play base(-)ball，不作play a
 base(-)ball或play the
 base(-)ball。play with a
 base(-)ball是“玩一个棒球”，play with the
 base(-)ball是“玩这个棒球”。


Basic
 Basic或Basic English（基本英语）是英国人C. K. Ogden首创的用850个单词的一种英语，前面没有the，如a story in Basic (English)，不作a story in the
 Basic (English)。


basis 1．
 参见base



2．
 on a
 whole-time basis，on an
 international basis等表达方式里的a或an不可省去。on a(n)...basis往往嫌累赘，如They work on a whole-time basis不及They work whole-time简洁。


basket-ball
 （或basketball
 ，或basket ball
 ） 说“篮球运动”在basket-ball前面不该有a或the，如play basket-ball，不作play a
 basket-ball或play the
 basket-ball。play with a
 basket-ball是“玩一个篮球”，play with the
 basket-ball是“玩这个篮球”。


basketful
 参见-ful



bath
 bath通常是名词，bathe通常是动词，但bath也可以用作动词，bathe也可以用作名词，有下面几点该注意：

（1）说“在浴盆里洗澡”在英国通常说take a bath或have a bath，极少用bathe，除了在上下文说明以外，用了bathe总是指在海里或河里洗澡。但在美国用bathe很普通。

（2）说“在海里或河里洗澡”在英国说take a bathe，have a bathe或bathe（动词），不用bath。在美国说bathe（动词）或have a bath，几乎不把bathe用作名词。

（3）说“替（小孩、病人，或猫、狗等）洗澡”在英国用bath（动词），在美国用bathe。

（4）说“洗（脚）”、“洗（腿）”、“洗（眼）”、“洗（伤口）”等用bathe，不用bath，如The nurse is going to bathe
 the patient's feet里的bathe不可改作bath。

（5）bath和bathe都是类名词，如不可说fond of bath或fond of bathe，该改作fond of taking baths（在浴盆里洗澡）和fond of bathing ［ˈbeɪðɪŋ］。


bathe
 参见bath



battle 1．
 battle用作及物动词作“反抗”解是美国用法。例如：They tried hard to battle the cult.


2．
 line of battle指“军队或战舰的列阵”，跟“战线”（line或lines）不同。


battle(-)field
 battle(-)field前面通常用on，不用in。


BC
 （或B. C.
 ） 1．
 BC（=before Christ［在基督前］，纪元前）用在年份后面，如237 BC。


2．
 用了AD不可用in或in the year（参见AD 2
 ），但用了BC可以用in或in the year，如in 237 BC和in the year 237 BC。


3．
 AD不可用于世纪（参见AD 3
 ），但BC可以用于世纪，如the second century BC。


be
 （兼指am，is，are，was等） 1．
 be是系动词，如在He is
 a good man里，也是助动词，如在He is
 respected by all里。但一个词不该同时用作系动词和助动词，所以不可说He is
 a good man，and respected by all，这里and后面该加上is。


2．
 下面各句都用There开首：

There is a book on the desk.

There are two books on the desk.

There are a few books on the desk.

There are some books on the desk.

There are many books on the desk.

There are several books on the desk.

A book is on the desk, Two books are on the desk等都比较少见。


3．
 be＋及物动词的过去分词成为被动语态。例如：The book is read every day. 注意只有及物动词才有被动语态，be＋不及物动词的过去分词仍然属于主动语态，那过去分词有形容词性质，如He is
 come和He has
 come意思相仿，不过前者着重“已到了”的状态，后者着重“已到了”的动作罢了。可以跟be用在一起的不及物动词的过去分词现在有gone，come，arrived，returned，fallen，grown等。从前got和become也往往这样用，现在却不普通。


4．
 比较下面每组里的两句：





5．
 比较下面每组里的两句：




比较下面三句：

You are insulting him. （你正在侮辱他。）

You are insulting to
 him. （你对于他是侮辱的。）

You are being
 insulting to him. （你正在故意对他侮辱。）


6．
 be（这里只指be这个词）用在以if引导的从句里现在很不普通，通常改用陈述语气，如If it is
 ...。但Though...be
 ...现在仍然普通，这因为Though...is
 ...和Though...be
 ...在意思上略有区别：Though...is
 ...是“…虽然…”，Though ...be
 ...是“…即使…”（其实…未必…），如Though he is
 too weak to walk much, I will advise him to walk a little every day和Though he be
 too weak to walk much, I will advise him to walk a little every day。


7．
 It is recommended that the work not be
 started until all the necessary preparations have been made里的not be不可改作be not。


8．
 Are you happy? 不可改作Do you be happy? Aren't you happy? 也不可改作Don't you be happy? 比较下面每组里的两句：





9．
 Have you been
 to see him？是“你去看过他吗？”I have already been
 to see him是“我已经去看过他了。”


10．
 was或were后面接不定式完成体表示原来将怎样而不曾怎样。例如：He was to have married her. （他原来将跟她结婚［而不曾实行］。）


bean
 bean不是物质名词，如该说beans
 and wheat。


bear 1．
 除了作“生（孩子）”解以外，bear的过去分词是borne，不是born。作“生（孩子）”解，bear的过去分词有两个，borne和born，但用法不同。下面几点该注意：

（1）用在主动语态，该用borne。例如：She has borne
 several children.

（2）用在被动语态而后面有by，也该用borne。例如：This is one of the three boys borne
 by his stepmother.

（3）用在被动语态而后面没有by，该用born。例如：

A son was born
 to him.

I was born in
 1926.

注意第一句里用to。


2．
 说某次的生孩子通常不用bear，如“昨夜她生了一个男孩子”通常不说She bore
 a boy last night，却有下面四种说法：

She gave birth to
 a boy last night.

She was delivered of
 a boy last night.

She was brought to bed of
 a boy last night.

She had
 a boy last night.

注意第二句和第三句里都用of。

但She bore him a daughter a year after their marriage等句子里用bore是合乎习惯的。注意bore有双宾语。


3．
 下面三句的意思都是“他是天生的演说家”：

He was born an orator
 .

He is a born orator
 .

He is an orator born
 .


4．
 bear现在很少用作carry解，在口语里更少用。


5．
 bear可以用作“忍受”解，bear with也作“忍受”解，有下面几点该注意：

（1）对于人bear和bear with都可以用。例如：I cannot bear (with
 ) him.

（2）对于情形bear和bear with也都可以用，但用bear普通些。例如：I cannot bear (with
 ) such a situation.

（3）对于抽象的意思通常用bear。例如：I cannot bear that idea.

（4）只有bear后面可以接不定式和动名词，如I cannot bear to leave
 him alone和I cannot bear leaving
 him alone。也只有bear后面可以接宾语和不定式。例如：I cannot bear you to be left
 alone. 也有人说I cannot bear for
 you to be left alone。


6．
 I cannot bear leaving you alone里的leaving在形式和意思上都是主动的。These examples are perhaps too well known to bear being reprinted里的being reprinted在形式上和意思上都是被动的。但That won't bear thinking of（那是不堪一想的）里的thinking在形式上是主动的，在意思上却是被动的，这句跟That won't bear being thought of
 意思完全相同。His language（或story）won't（或doesn't）bear repeating是“他说的话（或他讲的事）不堪重述。”这句习惯上用repeating，不用being repeated。


7．
 bear（忍耐）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：She could not bear that
 her friends should laugh at her so much.


8．
 在把熊当作打猎的对象时通常用bear而不用bears
 。例如：They went out to hunt bear
 .


beard 1．
 beard指一个人的胡须，不指一根胡须，说一个人的胡须不用复数形式。beard指胡须的全体，不指胡须的物质，所以该说a
 long beard，不该说long beard。说多人的胡须该用复数形式beards
 。但有a growth of beard。


2．
 beard指面孔下部的胡须，通常不包括唇上的髭（moustache），有时也不包括颊上的胡须（whiskers）。


bearer 1．
 bearer是面交信件的人，就是“来人”，如The bearer is my brother和Allow me to introduce the bearer, Mr L. F. Marden。


2．
 在不很正式的信件里，往往在bearer前面不用the。例如：Please hand bearer the stick.


beat
 by beat of drum（依照着击鼓声）中没有a或the。


beautiful
 beautiful不该用在寻常美貌的男子。非常美貌的男子才可以说beautiful，但用beautiful称男子，便是说他没有大丈夫气概，所以最好不用。关于寻常美貌的男子只可说handsome或good-looking。


beauty
 (and) the beauty of it is that...作“妙在…”解，是滑稽话。例如：

I wrote the letter with great care and addressed the envelope with great care. And the beauty of it was that when I thought I was posting the letter, I was posting only the envelope.


because 1．
 The reason is和The reason why...is后面最好用that，不用because（很多用because的）。


2．
 because比for、as或since语气重。在答复why的时候必须用because，不可用for、as或since。


3．
 because of通常引导状语短语，很少引导形容词短语，如通常说He stayed at home because of the rain，很少说His stay at home was because of the rain。但在He stayed at home, this was because of the rain里的because of是正常的，这this并不指任何名词，却指stayed at home的意思。


4．
 Because he is ill is the reason why he cannot come里的Because不算正当，最好改作That。


beckon
 He beckoned（招手）me to follow him和He beckoned to
 me to follow him都可以说。


become 1．
 become后面不可接不定式，如不可说He became to like
 reading和She has become to be
 interested，该把第一句里的became改作began，第二句里的to be删去。


2．
 become（过去分词）可以用作形容词。例如：

They were looking at an invisible star suddenly become visible.

Mr Smith, now become a teacher, used to live here.

He is become a teacher.

I do not know what is become of him.

但第三句和第四句现在不很普通，通常用has become。


3．
 become是一时的动作，所以不可说He has become a teacher for five years，该说He became a teacher five years ago或It is five years since he became a teacher。


4．
 下面各句里的become都用得不错，但不及用be普通：

I want to become a doctor.

I wish to become a doctor.

I desire to become a doctor.

I have aspirations to become a doctor.

I am ambitious to become a doctor.


5．
 become不及get和grow通俗，尤其在属于比较级的形容词前面。下面各句里的got、grew、getting或growing如改成became或becoming，则句子比较不自然：

I soon got tired.

When it grew dark, we thought of coming back.

They are all getting older.

The sea is growing calmer.


6．
 become of作“发生于…”或“…成为”解。例如：What has become of him? （他成为怎样了？）这句子的主语总是what。


bed 1．
 in
 bed（躺在床上）是习语，不该作on
 bed，但说躺在某只床上，用on或in都可以，如on
 （或in
 ）that bed和on
 （或in
 ）the same bed。


2．
 go to bed（就寝）是习语，不该作go to the
 bed，go to my
 bed，go to this
 bed等。这里的bed并不一定指“床”，如一个人临时没有床，睡在地上，也可以说go to bed。take to bed，put to bed，get to bed，get into bed，lie in bed和out of bed等表达方式里也没有the。Jack is getting old, and bed
 is the only place for him一句里的bed前面也没有the。


bedchamber 1．
 除了说皇家的卧室以外，bedchamber现在很不普通，通常用bedroom。


bed-clothes
 bed-clothes是被、褥、枕等，不是睡衣。“睡衣”是night-clothes。


bed(-)side
 at
 his bed-side和by
 his bed-side都作“（守）在床边”解。


bedtime
 bedtime是“就寝的时刻”，不是睡在床上的一段时间，如可以说My bedtime is ten o'clock，不可说My bedtime is from ten o'clock in the evening to six o'clock in the morning。


been
 参见be 9



beer
 a
 beer是“一客啤酒”或“一种啤酒”，beers
 是“多客啤酒”或“多种啤酒”。


before 1．
 从现在说到若干时间以前，不可用before，该用ago，下面两句里的ago都不可改作before：

I saw him only a few minutes ago
 .

He visited us five months ago
 .

从过去或未来的某时说到若干时间以前，该用before。例如：

I called at his office yesterday afternoon, but was told that he had gone home half an hour before
 .

When you call at his house tomorrow morning, you will probably be told that he has left for the country some days before
 .

说任何某时（不是现在、过去或将来的某时）的多少时间以前，也该用before。例如：He often tries to use a word or phrase that he has learnt only an hour or two before
 .

不过从现在说到以前，假使只说“以前”，并不说若干时间以前，便可以用before。例如：

We (have) met them many times before
 .

We (have) never met them before
 .

注意这两句里的动词属于完成时态或属于过去时态都可以。


2．
 下面两句的意思不同：

All day, as three days before, we planted trees. （我们全天种树，正像三天以前一样。）

All day, as for
 three days before, we planted trees. （我们全天种树，正像以前三天一样。）


3．
 比较下面每组里的两句：





4．
 three hours before里的before是副词，before three o'clock里的before是介词。注意three o'clock是一个时刻（point of time），不是一段时间。before不可在一段时间前面用作介词，所以不可说before a week，before ten years等。不可说I saw him before
 a week或I shall see him before
 a week，该改作I saw him a week ago
 和I shall see him within
 a week。不可说I shall not
 see him before
 a week，该改作I shall not
 see him for
 a week。I shall not
 see him within
 a week不合习惯。

before long（不久以后）这习语好像和这惯例不合，其实这习语里的before原来是连接词，before long等于before a long time has passed。


5．
 不可说before
 a few minutes of
 the accident或before
 ten years of
 his death，该改作a few minutes before
 the accident和ten years before
 his death。

注意下面第一句里没有the或for，第二句里有the，第三句里有for。参见after 2
 ：

A few minutes before the accident she called on me.

During the
 few minutes before the accident she had a chat with me.


For
 a few minutes before the accident she had a chat with me.


6．
 在before用作连接词作“…以前”解的时候，它所引导的从句里的动词通常不属于将来时态，如通常不说He will arrive before she will start
 ，而说He will arrive before she starts
 。但在表示长久以后才会发生的事时往往用将来时态，比较下面两句：

It will not be long before they come back.

It will be years before they will
 come back.


7．
 before very long（不久以后）比before long表示更长的时间。例如：I hope to hear from him again before long - anyhow, before very long.


8．
 严格地说，After reading the story, the boy felt, as many others have felt before and since, as if it had been told by himself该改作After reading the story, the boy felt, as many others had felt before and have felt since
 , as if it had been told by himself。但改后虽然在语法上完美了，读起来却不很自然。


beg 1．
 beg和beg for都作“请求“解，语气比ask和ask for重。对于boon，favour，leave，pardon，forgiveness和permission等词多用beg，少用beg for。对于施舍物也多用beg，少用beg for。说出了那被请求的人，该在指他（们）或她（们）的词的前面用of。例如：He begged a favour of
 us.


2．
 I begged him to help me和I begged of
 him to help me都可以说。说I begged (that) he would（偶尔用should）help me也可以。但不可说I begged him that
 he would help me。有时在以that引导的从句里用虚拟现在式。例如：I begged that he help
 me.


3．
 beg (leave) to announce，beg (leave) to state，beg (leave) to inform，beg (leave) to enclose等都是商业信函里的陈套语。在一般通信里该避免。


4．
 说“向…求乞”在beg后面接of或from。例如：He was too proud to beg of
 （或from
 ）his friends.


beggar
 习惯说beggar man，beggar girl等，不说man beggar，girl beggar等。


begin 1．
 begin后面的动词所表示的意思假使是有意志的，用不定式和动名词都普通，如He will soon begin to write
 a novel和He will soon begin writing
 a novel。begin后面的动词所表示的意思假使是没有意志的，通常用不定式，较少用动名词，如She began to like
 novels at twenty比She began liking
 novels at twenty普通得多。写作一本小说是有意志的，爱好小说是没有意志的。可是写作一本小说在那作者是有意志的，但在那小说的本身是没有意志的。所以通常说The novel began to be written
 last year，而不说The novel began being written
 last year。凡begin后面的动词属于被动语态的，这动词通常作不定式，很少作动名词。关于“有意志”和“没有意志”，再举几个例子在下面：




教英语是有意志的，懂英语是没有意志的；改正错误是有意志的，认识错误是没有意志的。

但注意下面两句：

A cold wind began to blow
 （或blowing
 ）as we stood at the bus stop.

When Mary heard the report of a gun, her heart began to beat
 （或beating
 ）furiously.

风和心脏当然都没有意志，但风的吹动或心脏的跳动都可能被当作有意志的动作一般，所以用动名词也很自然。

即使对于表示有意志的动作，在is beginning，was beginning等后面可以说总是用不定式，不用动名词，这显然为了避免...ing的重复。如He is beginning to teach
 English几乎不可改作He is beginning teaching
 English。


2．
 begin是“开始”，begin with
 是“以…开始”，如I shall begin this book today是“我今天将开始读这本书。”I shall begin with
 this book today是“我今天将先读这本书（然后读别的）”。


3．
 begin后面通常不接from，绝对不可接from...to...。通常不说：

The journey begins from
 Shanghai. （最好把from改作at）

The conference will begin from
 Monday. （最好把from改作on）

绝对不可说：

The journey begins from
 Shanghai to
 Beijing. （该改作The journey begins at
 Shanghai and ends at
 Beijing。）

The conference will begin from
 Monday to
 Thursday. （该改作The conference will begin on
 Monday and end
 on Thursday。）

不过begin at
 the beginning（从头开始）和begin from
 the beginning都普通。


4．
 把begin用在被动语态的时候，该注意勿犯双重被动的毛病，如He began to read the book last Sunday是对的，但The book was begun (by him) to be read last Sunday却不对。It was begun (by him) to read the book last Sunday在语法上不错，但不合习惯，像begin to...这种结构实际是不能成为被动语态的。The book began to be read (by him) last Sunday是可以说的，但这句里用began，是主动语态。


5．
 把begin用作被动语态，往往不及用作主动语态合乎习惯。例如：

The play begins
 （通常不用is begun
 ）at eight o'clock.

The dinner began
 （通常不用was begun
 ）as soon as all the guests arrived.

The argument began
 （通常不用was begun
 ）over a small matter.

The discussion did not begin
 （通常不用was not begun
 ）till late in the afternoon.


6．
 中国学生往往在该用begin的场合不用它。把表示持续动作的动词跟表示时刻（point of time）的词语用在一起是不合习惯的，如rain（下雨）是表示持续动作的动词，three o'clock是表示时刻的词语，所以不可说It rained at three o'clock。在这种场合该用begin。例如：It began to rain
 at three o'clock.


7．
 下面各句里的begin原来是美国用法，现在在英国也普通：

I felt I did not begin
 to understand him. （我觉得我一点也不了解他。）

Your suggestion dose not begin
 to meet the difficulty. （你的建议一点也不解决这个困难。）


Nothing
 has begun to interest her so much as folk music. （没有什么东西曾经像民间音乐一样引起她的兴趣。）


8．
 begin和commence意思相同，但begin普通得多，尤其在口语里极少用commence。19世纪英国小说家George Eliot在某书里有Things never began with Mr..., they always commenced这一句，是讥笑那位先生不肯用通俗的文字。commence只用在正式些的文字里，如commence hostilities和Hostilities commenced late that year。还有两点该注意：1．commence后面通常接动名词，很少接不定式。2．commence多用在有意志的事而很少用在没有意志的事。


9．
 begin有时用现在式指未来的事，如The show begins
 next week。


beginner
 beginner后面接in，如a beginner in
 English和a beginner in
 the art of painting。


beginning 1．
 from
 the beginning是“从头便…”，at
 the beginning是“起初…”，如I was opposed to the plan from
 the beginning是“我从头便反对这个计划（并不是后来才反对的）”，I was opposed to the plan at
 the beginning是“我起初反对这计划（后来不反对了）”。


2．
 at
 the beginning和in
 the beginning没有一定的区别。in
 the beginning现在比at
 the beginning少用。但说世界的开端必须用in，如In
 the beginning there were no men nor animals nor plants。begin at
 the beginning里的at不可改作in。


begrudge
 begrudge比grudge语气强些，现在也普通些。


behalf 1．
 on
 behalf of是“代表…”，如I am speaking on
 behalf of my friend。in
 behalf of是“为…的利益”，如We do it in
 behalf of the cause of peace。有时“代表…”便是“为…的利益”，所以用on
 behalf of或in
 behalf of没有大区别。但该注意在没有“利益”的意思的场合只可用on
 behalf of，不可用in
 behalf of。


2．
 注意on
 behalf of和in
 behalf of两种表达方式里都没有the。


behave 1．
 behave和behave yourself（或himself等）（都没有副词）都作“好好地行动”或“守规矩”解，如You must behave和You must behave yourself。这种用法多指儿童。


2．
 He is now better behaved里的behaved是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


behaviour 1．
 behaviour前面通常没有a，也没有复数形式behaviours。


2．
 behaviour和conduct意思相仿。behaviour偏重在外表方面，conduct偏重在道德方面。如在众人面前守规矩而在暗中不规矩的人，有好的behaviour，却有不好的conduct。指儿童通常用behaviour。


behind 1．
 behind time作“过了时刻”解，是形容词短语或状语短语，如He is very seldom behind time和He very seldom comes behind time。behind the times（有the，times
 作复数形式）作“落在时代后面的”解，是形容词短语。例如：Many of the means of production in the country are very much behind the times.


2．
 参见after 8



being 1．
 for the time being是习语，作“暂时地”解，being是be的现在分词，用作形容词，作existing解。


2．
 I am sending you a cheque for ¥30.00, being the rent due on 15 May等句子里的being是商业文件里的习惯用法。不可用在其他文字里，如不可说I am sending you Mrs Gaskell's Cranford
 , being the book you asked to borrow the other day，该把being去掉，或把being the book改作which。


3．
 下面各句的开首都可以说省去了being：

Written in simple English, the book is easy to read.

Deeply interested in my work, he often gives me advice.

Asked where he was going, the boy said he was just taking a walk.

Curious, she tore the letter open.

Nearly seventy years old, the author is as busy as ever.

A skilled labourer, he is always ready to help others.

An industrious student, he finds plenty of time for study.

Unquestionably one of the greatest novels ever written, it is still widely read today.


4．
 下面两句里的being可有可无：

The task (being
 ) completed, they went home.

Her children (being
 ) away at school, she was alone at home.

但下面两句里的being通常不省去：

He being
 away, she was alone at home.

It being
 fine, we had a walk together in the park.

注意He和It都是代词。

下面两句里在gun和head后面没有being：

They started for the wood, gun in hand.

He jumped into the water head foremost.

注意gun和head前面都没有his。


5．
 关于be being typewritten等，参见be 4
 。关于He is being polite 等，参见be 5



belief
 下面第一句里的beyond belief是状语短语，第二句里的beyond belief是形容词短语：

The boy's health has improved beyond belief.

Improvement beyond belief has been effected in the boy's health.


believe 1．
 I believe him是“我信他的说话不错”，I believe in
 him是“我信他做人可靠”，就是“我信任他”，或者是“我相信他将来有所成就”。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

I believe (that) he is honest.

I believe him to be honest.

I believe him honest.

第二句比较不普通，在口语里更不普通。假使那动词不是be，通常不用不定式而用从句，如通常说As early as 1960 I believed (that
 ) he belonged to a certain clan，不说As early as 1960 I believed him to belong
 to a certain clan。

但在believe用作被动语态的时候，后面接不定式很普通，例如He is believed to be
 honest和He was believed to belong
 to a certain clan。


3．
 I do not believe (that) he can do it和I believe (that) he cannot do it意思相同，但第二句不很自然。


4．
 I believe I told you, but I am not sure里的believe作suppose解。Mr Brown, I believe? 是“我想你就是Brown先生，是不是？”


5．
 make believe是习语，作“假做”解，如He made believe to be ill和He made believe (that) he was ill。这里的believe是不定式，因为前面是make，所以省去to。make没有宾语，是不带特定宾语的用法。


believer
 believer后面接in，如a believer in
 morning exercise。


bellows
 bellows是复数形式，没有单数形式。通常用a pair of bellows指“手动吹风器”，bellows或the
 bellows指“风箱”用作单数或复数都可以，如The bellows is
 being mended里的is改作are也可以。但也往往用a
 bellows，把它看作单数。说两个或两个以上的风箱用bellows或pairs of bellows都可以。


belly
 belly是“肚”，指内部或外部都可以，如“肚里痛”和“肚上痛”两种表达方式里的“肚”都是belly。abdomen似乎只指内部，通常是科学上的名称。有些人嫌belly太俗气，又嫌abdomen不通俗，却用stomach指“肚”（兼指内外），其实stomach是“胃”不是“肚”，这种用法是不妥的。


belong 1．
 belong to不可成为被动语态，如The house belongs to
 my sister不可成为My sister is belonged to by the house，也不可说The club is very much belonged to。


2．
 belong不可用在进行时态，如不可说He is belonging
 to the Society for Foreign Languages，该把is belonging改作belongs。


3．
 belong后面通常接to，但有时也接among，in，on，under，with等，在美国更流行。


beloved
 beloved后面接by或of都可以，现在多接by。


below
 below, beneath, under和underneath四个介词略有区别，有下面几点该注意：

（1）under最普通，不论指实质上的上下或精神上的上下都可以用。

（2）below跟above相反，指“比…低下”，under跟over相反，指“在…的下面”。如在飞机上看来，地上的一切都是below，但只有那飞机垂直下面的地方是under。又如those below
 him是“职位比他低的人们”，those under
 him是“受他管理的人们”。

（3）a man below
 twenty（一个20岁以下的男人）里的below改作under也可以，an income below
 ¥100里的below改作under也可以。

（4）beneath除了在下面各句里的用法以外，现在很少用。

In old days, when a gentleman's daughter married a peasant, a worker, or a shop assistant, people would say that she married beneath
 her (同比她身份低的人结婚).

You must not consider it beneath
 you (有失你的身份) to ask his help.

He used to regard such matters as beneath
 his notice (不值得被他注意).

A lazybones is beneath
 contempt (不值得轻视，极可鄙).

A captain is beneath
 a major (比陆军少校级别低).

（5）underneath只指实质上的上下，语气比under重些，如under
 the bed是“在床下“，underneath
 the bed有“被压在床下”或“被覆在床下”的意思。


beneath
 参见below



benefit
 benefit用作及物动词是“有益于…”，用作不及物动词是“得益”。说“得益于…”通常用benefit by
 ...或benefit from
 ...，比较少用be（或is, are等）benefited by...。


bent
 bent（bend的过去分词）往往用作形容词，作“专心的”解，后面接on或upon和动名词或名词，不接不定式，如可以说He is bent (up
 )on going
 to college和He is bent (up
 )on
 linguistic studies
 ，不可说He is bent to go
 to college或He is bent to study
 languages。


bereave
 bereave极少用在主动语态。它有两个过去分词，bereaved 和bereft。对于家人的丧亡通常用bereaved，对于无形的东西的丧失只可用bereft，如He was bereaved
 （或bereft
 ，但不很普通）of his wife和He was now bereft
 （不可用bereaved
 ）of hope。注意两句里都用of。the bereaved husband（丧了妻的人），the bereaved father（丧了子或女的父亲），the bereaved（丧了家人的一个或多个人）等表达方式里的bereaved不可改作bereft。


beset
 They were beset=They were beset with difficulties (或troubles等).


beside(s) 1．
 在现代英语里，beside只用作介词，作“在…的旁边”或“跟…没有关系”解。例如：The pioneer is sitting beside the mayor和That is beside the question。besides
 可以用作介词，作“加在…以上”解，也用作副词，作“而且”解，如There are five members besides Mr and Mrs Winston和I am very tired, besides, I have a cold。把beside和besides
 混用，不好算错误，但总是不好。


2．
 besides后面偶尔接没有to的不定式。例如：That afternoon I had nothing to do besides answer
 letters.


3．
 besides后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：Besides that
 he explained the theory, he gave us several examples.（他不但解释那理论，而且给了我们好几个例子。）


best 1．
 at best和at the
 best意思相同，都作“就最乐观的一方面看”或“充其量”解。例如：At (the) best, the sick old man will live another year or two. at his
 best, at her
 best等表达方式作“在他（或她）的最佳状态”解。例如：He is at his best in writing short essays.


2．
 不可说a
 best book, a
 best boy等。


3．
 had best跟had better同义，但不很普通。


4．
 get（有时用have）the best of（胜过，占…的上风）是美国英语，相当于英国英语get the better
 of。


5．
 best seller指“畅销书”，有时指这种书的著作人，有时指畅销的唱片等。


6．
 It is best that he (should
 ) read the book once more里的should可有可无。


betray
 betray（显露）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：The mistakes betray that
 he does not know grammar.


betroth
 betroth现在很不普通，通常用engage。


better 1．
 better往往作“病好了些”解，是“比较不unwell些”，不是“更well些”。例如：I am better today, but not well yet. 假使原来没有病，身体逐渐强壮，通常不用better。


2．
 I am better today是对的。My cold is better today也有人说，但不很普通。


3．
 had better是习语，必须要用had，不可用have，后面用没有to的不定式，如You had better go
 at once和You had better have gone
 already。第一句是“你最好立刻去”，第二句是“假使你已经去了便好，可惜事实上你并不曾去”。注意第二句里的have决不可省。


4．
 注意下面两句里都用had better：

I think
 I had better go.

I thought
 I had better go.

也注意下面两句里都用had better have：

I think
 I had better have gone already.

I thought
 I had better have gone already.


5．
 不可说It
 had better to
 stay here，该说One had better stay here或It is
 better to
 stay here。


6．
 You had better
 go at once是正常的英语。You better
 go at once主要是美国口语。


7．
 Better go at once.=You（或I, He等）had better go at once.是口语。Better to
 go at once.=It is better to go at once.主要是口语。


8．
 不可说If you had better go at once, you may do so。该在If后面加上you think。


9．
 You would
 better go at once.=You had
 better go at once.这用法现在比较少用，在英国尤其少用。You'd better go at once里的You'd当作You had或You would都可以。


10．
 You had better go是“你最好去”，You had better not
 go是“你最好不去”。You hadn't
 better go.=You had better not go.这用法不合理。


11．
 关于better himself和improve himself的区别，参见improve 3



between 1．
 可以说between two persons，也可以说between one person and another，但不可说between each
 person或between every
 person。理由是很明显的，不过这种错误很多。between this person or
 that当然也不对，该说between this person and
 that。


2．
 一般说来，between用在两个人或物前面，不用在三个或三个以上人或物前面。但假使说到三个或三个以上人或物中间的每两个的关系，就可以用between。例如：

The speaker referred to the relations between the three countries.

Switzerland lies between France, Germany, Austria, and Italy.


3．
 in between里的in是副词，between有时是副词，有时是介词。如She visited them in between（在中间的时间里）和She visited them in between her maternal duties（在她尽母亲责任［照顾子女］的闲暇时间里）。


beverage
 beverage远不及drink通俗。


bewail
 下面两句意思相同：

She sat bewailing her daughter.

She sat bewailing the death of
 her daughter.


beware 1．
 beware现在只用在可用be＋ware的句子里。如可以说I will beware和You need to beware，但不可说I beware或You beware。可以说Beware of thieves，但不可说They beware of thieves。bewaring和bewared都不该用。


2．
 Beware of
 thieves等句子里的of有时省去。


3．
 可以说Beware how
 you speak to them和Beware what
 you say before them等。


bewilder(ed)
 关于a bewildered frown（一个困惑的蹙额）等，参见much 3 (5) E



Bible
 Bible前面有the。a
 Bible是“一本圣经”。


bicycle
 不可说ride bicycle或ride on bicycle，该说ride (on) a
 bicycle和ride (on) bicycles。


bid
 说“叫他去”现在很少说Bid him go或Bid him to go，通常说Tell
 him to go。


big
 big, great和large三个单词并没有绝对的区别，但下面几点可以参考：

（1）big比large通俗些，都指实质上的大，如big
 dog和large
 dog。great指精神上的大，如great
 scholar。large
 family指“众多的子女们”，great
 family指“有声望的人家”，但都不指所谓“大家庭”。

（2）说到无形的东西，用great，如great
 care, great
 happiness和great
 learning。不可说large
 care, large
 happiness或large
 learning，也不可说big
 care, big
 happiness或big
 learning。但对于表示大小或分量的词，也可以用large或big，如large
 （或big
 ）size, large
 （或big
 ）quantity和large
 （或big
 ）amount，不过往往用great好些。

（3）big有时也指精神上的大，如big man是“大人物”，不是“大块头”，big fool是“大呆子”，不是“大块头的呆子”。

（4）great有时也指实质上的大，如great
 dog。但这样用的great有“多么大啊！”，“大得可怕”等意思，如说“我有一只大狗和一只小狗”只可用big或large，但说“我见了那只大狗吃了一惊”便可以用great。也有人用great big，如a great big dog。

（5）“大”的反面便是“小”，说“大”普通有big, large和great三个单词，说“小”普通有little和small两个单词。把“大”和“小”连在一起说，可以说：

great and little, great and small, big and little, large and small

但通常不说large and little和big and small。


bill
 bill用作“钞票”解是美国英语。


billiard(s) 1．
 说“弹子戏”用复数形式billiards
 ，但通常当作单数。例如：Billiards
 is not exclusively a men's game.


2．
 billiard ball, billiard room, billiard table等表达方式里用单数形式。


billion
 billion在英国指“万亿”（1,000,000,000,000），在美国指“十亿”（1,000,000,000）。在英国“十亿”叫milliard。


binding
 说“…装订的书”在binding前面用in，不用of，如an old novel in
 artistic binding。


biographer
 his biographer是“为他作传记的人”。


birth
 比较下面三句：

The birth of two boys is reported.

Two boys' birth is reported.

Two births
 are reported.

复数形式births
 指两个或两个以上孩子的出生。但在of前面或在物主代词后面用单数形式而不用复数形式。


birthday
 birthday现在通常不用来指“出生的日子”，如假定你在1950年8月20日出生，通常不说My birthday was 20 August, 1950。该把birthday改作birthdate或date of birth。但在譬喻的用法里便可以。例如：The birthday of the People's Republic of China was 1 October, 1949.假定你在1950年8月20日出生，你的first birthday是1951年8月20日。


biscuit 1．
 统指“饼干”用biscuit或biscuits
 都可以。例如：I like biscuit (或biscuits).


2．
 biscuit在英国是“饼干”，就是在美国所说的cracker。在美国所说的biscuit是一种趁热吃的软饼，跟英国的scone或muffin相仿。统指这种软饼用biscuit或biscuits都可以。


bit 1．
 a bit, a little和a little bit意思相同，都是“一些（地）”。但not a bit和not a little bit是“一点也不”，not a little是“很”。比较下面三句：

He was not a bit
 sorry.（他一点也不抱歉。）

Hs was not a little bit
 sorry.（他一点也不抱歉。）

He was not a little
 sorry.（他很抱歉。）

not a bit和not a little bit两种表达方式里的not可以分开，如He did not
 feel a bit
 sorry和He did not
 feel a little bit
 sorry。not a little里的not不可分开，如不可说He did not
 feel a little
 sorry，该说He felt not a little
 sorry。


bitter(ly)
 bitterly
 cold和bitter cold都可以说。


black(en)
 black用作动词作“弄黑”解，但跟blacken不同。black是“有意地使变黑”，如说用黑漆涂在墙上，该用black。blacken是“无意地使变黑”，如说浓烟弄黑了墙，该用blacken。blacken转作“败坏（名誉）”解。例如：Nothing but his own doings blackened
 his reputation.


blame 1．
 blame在一般词典里大都注作“责备”、“责怪”等，其实blame him并不就是“责备他”，也不是“向他非难”，不过“在心上怪他”罢了，如你觉得某人有不是的地方，你便是在blame他，但他自己却未必知道。


2．
 说“某人有过失”或“某人该受责备”，通常说to blame，比较少说to be blamed，如She is certainly to blame
 比She is certainly to be blamed
 普通。总说I am to blame
 ，不说I am to be
 blamed。


3．
 blame it on
 him作blame him for
 it解，有人把这种结构看作不正当。


blank
 blank在美国通常是“空白表格”，相当于英国的form，如telegraph blank=telegraph form（电报纸）。


blend
 blend together
 里的together是多余的。


blessed
 bless的过去式通常是blessed，很少用blest。过去分词两种形式都用，但在主动语态里通常用blessed，如Nature has blessed
 him with good health和He is blessed
 （或blest
 ）with good health。定语形容词通常是blessed，如blessed ignorance和What a blessed
 thing it is to live and study with you!表语形容词通常是blest。例如：I am indeed blest
 in having you as my constant companion.

注意He is blessed with good health里blessed跟What a blessed thing it is to live and study with you!里的blessed意思不同。第二句里的blessed作“带幸福来的”解，却不可改作blessing，实际也是“被赐给幸福的”，既然被赐给幸福，就有幸福带给人了。


blessing 1．
 blessing和bliss意思相仿，但blessing是类名词，bliss是抽象名词。例如：What a
 blessing it is to live and work in this city!（必须有a）和What bliss it is to live and work in this city!（不可有a）


2．
 说“不幸中的大幸”只可用blessing，不可用bliss，如What a blessing
 it is that you were only slightly hurt in the accident里的a blessing不可改作bliss。


blest
 参见blessed



blind 1．
 blind of an
 eye, blind of one
 eye和blind in one
 eye都可以说，blind in an
 eye未见过。blind in
 the right eye和blind in
 the left eye都可以说，blind of
 the right eye和blind of
 the left eye未见过。


2．
 blind的反义词是sighted。


bliss
 参见blessing



block
 block在英国指高大的房子，便是所谓的“大厦”或“大楼”。在美国指四面有街的一块地，这地上通常有房子，但也许没有房子，也指这样的一个block的每一边，便是两条平行街道之间的一段街。


blood
 circulation of the
 blood等表达方式里的the不可省去。


bloom
 不论用作名词或动词，严格地说，bloom和blossom通常有下面所说的区别：bloom指“观赏植物的花”，blossom指“果树的花”。如菊花是bloom，说开花用bloom，梅花是blossom，说开花用blossom，菊花开花是in bloom，梅树开花是in blossom。对于小的果树（如杨梅）通常不用bloom或blossom，也不用in bloom或in blossom，却用flower和in flower。


blossom
 参见bloom



blown 1．
 a rose-bud fresh blown里的blown是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


2．
 His cap was blown
 into the brook和His cap blew
 into the brook意思相同。


blue
 in blue是“穿着蓝色衣服”，in the
 blue通常是“在蓝色的天空里”，有时是“在蓝色的海里”，in the
 blues
 是“闷闷不乐”。


board 1．
 on board of
 the steamer和on board the steamer都可以说。on board of the
 ship, on board the
 ship和on board ship都可以说。注意不可说on board of
 ship。


2．
 on board在英国通常指“上船”或“在船上”，在美国往往指“上车”或“在车上”，“上飞机”或“在飞机上”。


boast 1．
 boast和boast of略有不同。boast是“自夸…”，它的宾语是具体的东西。例如：The village boasts
 an old tower。boasts of是“因…而自夸”，它的宾语往往是抽象的东西。例如：He boasts of
 his scholarship. boast of用作“自夸…”解也可以，但不及boast普通。


2．
 注意He boasts himself more clever than his brother里在more前面没有as。有时有to be。


3．
 boast后面可接以that引导的从句。例如：He boasts that
 he is more clever than his brother.


boat
 boat通常是小划船、小帆船或小轮船。但旅客们有时也用它指大轮船。例如：We caught the boat at Qingdao.


body 1．
 body有时用作“人”解，但除了在anybody, everybody, nobody和somebody四个复合词里以外，很不普通。I see a body there和There are some bodies here等句都不该说，假使说I see his body，那便是说“我看见他的肉体”（那个人裸着体）或“我看见他的尸体”了。


2．
 body指人的身体，但注重在体格，并不注重在健康，如说某人体格强壮，可说He has a strong body，但说某人身体健康，便不该用body。


3．
 anybody, everybody, nobody和somebody都不可分开，如不可写作any body。every other body主要用在苏格兰，最好不用，改用everybody else。


body(-)guard
 body(-)guard可以作“卫队”解，也可以作“卫队中的一员”解，但这第二解不很普通。


boil(ing) 1．
 boil有时有双宾语。例如：Please boil me an egg.（请替我煮一个蛋。）


2．
 at boiling point（在沸点）中没有a或the。


book 1．
 除了在必须说明所读的是“书”而不是其他东西的场合以外，用read便够了，不该说read books。


2．
 说“账册”用复数形式books
 。


3．
 long book是“篇幅长的书”，short book是“篇幅短的书”，不关书的版本的大小。


book(-)maker 1．
 book(-)maker是利用他人的材料而编书的人，往往含有“只为了赚钱”的意思，不指创作家。


book(-)making
 参见book(-)maker



bookshelf
 bookshelf是“书架”，“图书馆等中的多层书架”该用bookstack。


bookworm
 bookworm是“专心读书的人”，并没有“书呆子”所含的轻视的意思，当面称人bookworm并不是侮辱或取笑他。


boon 1．
 Cheap editions are a great boon to students里的a great boon不可改作great boons
 。


2．
 下面三句意思相同，但第三句不很普通：

This dictionary is a great boon to students of English.

This dictionary is a great boon to the student of English.

This dictionary is a great boon to the study of English.


boot(s)
 在美国boot往往指长统靴，就是在英国所说的high boot或Wellington（或wellington）。在英国所说的boot（短统靴），在美国往往叫做shoe。

但“以擦皮鞋为业的人”在美国反而叫bootblack，在英国反而叫shoeblack。英国旅馆里的擦皮鞋仆人却叫boots
 （是单数形式，如a boots）。近几年来美国用shoeshine, shoeshine boy或shoeshine man。


bore(d)
 关于a bored sigh（一声厌倦的叹气）等，参见much 3 (5) E



born(e)
 参见bear 1



borrow 1．
 I wish to borrow
 some books from
 him里的from改作of也可以，但现在不及用from普通。


2．
 单用borrow通常指借钱。


botanic(al)
 botanical比botanic普通得多。相当于这两种形式的副词只有一个，就是botanically。


both 1．
 下面四句意思相同：

Both sisters are here. Both the sisters are here.（比较不普通）

Both of the sisters are here. The sisters are both here.


the both
 sisters和the both
 of the sisters也有人说，但都不算正当。


2．
 Both sisters（或Both the sisters，或Both of the sisters）are not here或The sisters are not both here是“姐妹两人并不都在这里”，就是说“一个在这里，一个不在这里”，并不是“姐妹两人都不在这里”。Neither
 sister（或Neither
 of the sisters）is here才是“姐妹两人都不在这里”。


3．
 both ... and ...是习语，如both boys and girls。论理似乎只能指两项，但事实上并没有这种限制，如尽可说both boys and grils and men and women。


4．
 both ... and ...里的两个“…”最好是同性质的，如可以说both boys and girls，也可以说both with boys and with girls和with both boys and girls，但最好不说both with boys and girls。同样地，下面各种表达方式都最好不说：

both the dog and cat (该说both the dog and the
 cat或both dog and cat),

both his hands and feet (该说both his hands and his
 feet),

both in China and the Soviet Union (该说both in China and in
 the Soviet Union或in both China and the Soviet Union),

both because of ill health and the cold weather (该说both because of ill health and because of
 the cold weather, because both of
 ill health and of
 the cold weather或because of both ill health and the cold weather)


5．
 He knows both
 English and German比He knows English and German both
 普通。


6．
 both ... as well as ...是错误的，绝对不可用。


7．
 下面各句里的both该去掉：

The two
 boys are both alike.

The two
 boys are both equally good.

The two
 boys are both together.


bother 1．
 下面六句都作“别费心去答复这封信”解：

Don't bother to answer this.

Don't bother about answering this.

Don't bother answering this.

Don't bother yourself to answer this.

Don't bother yourself about answering this.

Don't bother yourself answering this.

第三句和第六句里的answering是现在分词。


2．
 I didn't have much bother (in
 ) getting him to go with me里的in可有可无。


bound
 bound后面接不定式从前在英国作“将不得不…”解，在美国作“决意…”解，如He is bound to come在英国是“他将不得不来”，在美国是“他决意来”。但现在似乎在英美通常都作“一定将…”解，如It is bound to rain是“肯定会下雨”。


bourgeois(e)
 bourgeois的单数形式和复数形式为同一形式，兼指男女。bourgeoise
 是女性形式，极少用。


bourgeoisie
 bourgeoisie（资产阶级）前面有the。


boxful
 参见-ful



Boxing-day
 （或Boxing Day
 ）1．
 Boxing-day（指12月26日［圣诞节的次日］，假使那天是星期日，便指12月27日）前面没有the。


boy
 messenger boy和office boy是正常的英语。boy单独用指所谓“仆欧”或“西崽”，不是正常的英语，是殖民者对于殖民地或半殖民地人民的侮辱名称。


boycott
 the boycott of
 such goods和the boycott against
 such goods都可以说。


boyhood
 boyhood有时指childhood以后的一段时期，如in childhood and early boyhood。


brain 1．
 说“脑”用brain，说“脑髓”用brains
 ，说“智力”用brain或brains
 都可以。注意下面几个习语：

suck（或pick）his（或your等）brain(s
 )（剽窃他［或你等］的脑力劳动成果，用brain或brains
 都可以），

have no brain(s
 )（没有智力，用brains
 普通些），

cudgel my（或your等）brains
 （绞脑汁，该用brains
 ），

rack my（或your等）brain(s
 )（绞脑汁，用brain或brains
 都可以），

have on the brain（痴想，该用brain），

turn his（或your等）brain（使他［或你等］失态，该用brain）


2．
 much
 brains
 （许多智力）和little
 brains
 不可改作many
 brains
 和few brains。


3．
 注意He has a
 marvellous brain等句子里有a。可以说Two brains（两个人的智力）are better than one。


brand
 下面各种表达方式都可以说：

a new brand of cigarette, a new brand of cigarettes（比较少见），

some new brands of cigarette, some new brands of cigarettes


brandy
 a
 brandy是“一客白兰地酒”或“一种白兰地酒”，brandies
 是“多客白兰地酒”或“多种白兰地酒”。


bread
 bread是“面包”，不是“一块（loaf）面包”，也不是“一片（slice）面包”。a
 bread是“一客面包”，breads是“多客面包”。


break 1．
 说“扯破（衣服）”不该用break，该用tear。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

You ought to break this habit.

You ought to break off
 this habit.

You ought to break yourself of
 this habit.


3．
 Her self-control was strained to the
 breaking point里的the有时省去。


breakfast
 breakfast有时指“早餐那件事”，有时指“早餐吃的东西”，不论作哪一个解，都有时指可数的事物，有时指不可数的事物。例如：

I had a
 quick breakfast this morning.

I took a walk before breakfast this morning.

I had enough money to buy a
 breakfast.

I ate a few biscuits for breakfast.


breath(e)
 下面两句里的breathe和take breath不可对调：

We breathe (呼吸) in order to live.

We paused to take breath (透一口气，休息一下).


breeze
 a
 breeze是“一阵微风”，breezes
 是“多阵微风”，不可说I should like to have breeze on such a hot day，该在breeze前加上a。但偶尔也有There was not enough breeze that evening等句子。


brethren
 参见brother 3



bribe(ry)
 bribe是“行贿物”，是可数名词，如many bribes
 。bribery是“行贿或受贿的行为”，有时统指这种行为（不可数），有时指这种行为的一次（可数），如guilty of bribery和guilty of several briberies
 。


brick
 brick有时是“一块砖”，有时是“制砖材料”，如a house built of bricks
 和a house built of brick。


bridesman
 bridesman（男傧相）现在不普通，说“男傧相”通常用best man。


bring 1．
 bring是“拿来”，不是“拿去”，如可以说Bring the book to me
 ，不可说Bring the book to him
 。说“拿去”该用take。不过也得注意，说“拿到对方（例如收信人）”也用bring，因为在对方看来是“拿来”。例如：The young man who brings you this letter is my brother.


2．
 He took a great interest in his work though he was well aware that it would not bring him in
 much money里有双宾语，那in是副词，不是介词。


3．
 注意He was brought up to
 his father's trade里用to。


bristle
 bristle不是物质名词。a
 bristle是“一根猪鬃”，bristles
 是“多根猪鬃”。


Britain
 Britain是Great Britain的简称，包括England, Wales和Scotland。Great Britain和Northern Ireland合成the
 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland，简称the
 United Kingdom。有时也用Great Britain指the
 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland。Greater（不是Great）Britain指United Kingdom和一切属地，但这名称是非正式的。


Britannia
 Britannia, Britannic和Britannica三个单词不可混用。Britannia是(Great) Britain的别名，主要用在诗歌里。Britannic是形容词，作“关于(Great) Britain的”解，现在只用在Her（或His）Britannic Majesty（英［女］王陛下）中。Britannica用在The Encyclopaedia Britannica（大英百科全书）等里。


Britannic
 参见Britannia



Britannica
 参见Britannia



Briticism
 Briticism（只用在英国而不用在美国）是美国英语，相当于英国的Britishism。也有人用Britannicism，但不及Britishism普通。


Britisher
 Britisher是“英国人”，通常是Great Britain的人。该词是美国英语，在英国本来不用，现在在美国也几乎不用。


Briton
 Briton是Great Britain的人，尤其指Englishman。现在不很通用。英国人通常说I am a British subject，不说I am a Briton。美国人也几乎不用。


broad 1．
 broad和wide没有绝对的区别，但broad似乎着重在面积的广，wide似乎着重在距离的远。如broad street和wide street都是“宽阔的街道”，但broad street着重在街面的宽大（车马可以自由往来），wide street着重在两边的距离（穿过不便）。又如broad river着重在河面的广阔（有“水光接天”的景色），wide river着重在两岸的远离（渡河费时而费力）。形容人的肩、背和胸都可以用broad而不可用wide，眼和嘴都可以用wide而不可broad。


2．
 broad discussion是畅所欲言的自由讨论。wide discussion是项目繁多的广泛讨论。


broadcast
 broadcast（用无线电广播）的过去式通常是broadcasted
 ，但过去分词通常是broadcast。


broadness
 broadness现在只用作“粗俗”解，不用作“广阔”解。说“广阔”该用breadth。


Bronx
 Bronx是New York City的五个行政区（borough）中的一个，前面有the。


brother 1．
 brother指“兄”或“弟”都可以，区别起来，“兄”是elder brother，“弟”是younger brother。但除了在必须分明的时候以外，习惯上不论说“兄”或“弟”只说brother。在美国往往不说elder brother而说older brother，参见elder



2．
 brother只指同父母、同父或同母的弟兄，不指堂弟兄。


3．
 brother的复数形式brethren现在只用来指同一教会的教徒或同一会社的成员。


4．
 the
 Johnson brothers
 比the
 brothers
 Johnson普通。在招牌上通常用第一种形式而省略the，如Johnson Brothers。


brother-in-law 1．
 brother-in-law用作“连襟”解很勉强，用作“丈夫的姐姐或妹妹的丈夫”解更勉强。


2．
 brother-in-law不可用在信的称呼里。该用对方的名字。


brush
 You ought to brush up your English（你该温习英语）等句子里的brush up是习语，作“重新研习…，使不荒疏”解，brush是及物动词。在美国往往在up后面加上on，使brush成为不及物动词。


Buckingham Palace
 Buckingham Palace（白金汉宫）前面没有the。


Buddha
 Buddha（佛陀、佛）在指释迦牟尼（Sakyamuni）的时候前面可以有the，也可以没有the。


buffalo
 buffalo的复数形式作buffaloes
 、buffalos
 和buffalo都可以。


buffet
 We lunched buffet together里的buffet用作副词，作“自助”解。


bug
 bug在英国是“臭虫”，在美国指任何小昆虫。“臭虫”在美国通常叫做bed(-)bug。英国人把bug看作“粗俗”的词，很少用它。


build 1．
 build有时带有双宾语。例如：It is thoughtful of the government to build so many bridges across the river.


2．
 a man of powerful build（体格）等表达方式里的...build前面习惯没有a。


building
 the ... Building用作“…大厦（分租作事务所的）”解是美国英语，相当于英国英语...House（没有the）。


bureau 1．
 bureau在英国指“写字台”，在美国指“（通常装着镜子的）衣橱”。


2．
 政府的组织各“部”有若干“司”，“部”在英国叫做ministry，在美国叫做department，“司”在英国叫做department，在美国叫做bureau。说我国政府的“部”和“司”，通常依照英国习惯。


3．
 我国往往用bureau来译“局”，如“劳动局”译作bureau of labour。这是美国用法，在英国通常用office。


burglar
 burglar在一般词典里注作“夜贼”或“夜盗”，其实不一定“夜”，也不一定“贼”或“盗”，“夜贼”或“夜盗”也不一定是burglar。burglar可以有两个意思：“夜里侵入房屋意图犯罪者”和“侵入房屋意图偷窃者”。注意必须“侵入房屋”才是burglar。这词现在不很普通。


burst
 burst into tears（忽然哭出来）比burst out crying普通，但burst out laughing（忽然笑出来）比burst into laughter普通。注意不可说burst into crying或burst into laughing。偶尔用burst out into tears, burst out into crying等。


bus 1．
 bus比omnibus普通得多。


2．
 美国的bus boy和bus girl是餐馆或公共食堂里打杂的人，职位比waiter和waitress低，跟公共汽车没有关系。


business 1．
 business原来是busy＋ness，是相当于busy的抽象名词，但现在有busyness是相当于busy的抽象名词。


2．
 in
 business是“在经营商业”，是形容词短语或状语短语。on
 business是“因事或因公（不是玩耍）”，是状语短语。如He is in
 business, He is engaged in
 business和He wants to see you on
 business。比较下面两句：

He is in
 business there.

He is there on
 business.


3．
 go to
 business是“到办事处去”，go into
 business是“开始经商”，如He goes to
 business by bus和He went into
 business at twenty。


4．
 Mind your own business的意思是“别管他人的闲事”，就是“（我）不用你干涉”，不是“别让他人管你的事”。


busy 1．
 现在busy后面直接接动名词，不加任何介词（那动名词成了现在分词）。例如：He is busy writing
 a report.


2．
 busy后面只可接动名词，不可接不定式，如可以说He is busy writing
 a report，不可说He is busy to write
 a report。


3．
 busy指人的忙，不指工作的忙，如不可说busy work, busy task, busy matter, busy affair等。


4．
 busy
 at work和busily
 at work都可以说。第一种表达方式里的at work是状语短语，修饰busy。第二种表达方式里的at work是形容词短语，被busily修饰着。


busybody
 busybody是“管闲事的人”，不是“忙人”。


but 1．
 许多修辞学书里说句首不可用but，其实句首用but很普通。即使用在一段文字的开首也可以。


2．
 though ... but ...和although ... but ...都是错误的，该把but改作yet或删去。


3．
 but ... however不该用，如不该说But that, however, is quite different，该改作But that is quite different或That, however, is quite different。


4．
 No man but I
 saw him和No man but me
 saw him都可以说，意思也相同，现在在文字里用I普通些，在口语里用me普通些。第一句里的but是连接词，第二句里的but是介词。


5．
 not ... but ...是习语。例如：It is not black, but white.但该注意这习语很容易用错，如说It is not black, but it is
 white便大错了。


6．
 not ... but ...是习语，not so much ... as
 ...也是习语，not so much ... but
 ...是错误的（英美人往往有这种错误），如I admire him not so much for his learning as
 for his character（我羡慕他，与其说为了他的学问，不如说为了他的品格）里的as不可改作but。


7．
 can but和cannot but意思略有不同。can but作“只能”解，如I can but wait是说“我只能等着（没有别的事可以做）”，有时有“至多不过…”的意思，如I can but lose that money是说“我至多失了那笔款子，并不会有其他不幸的事情发生”。cannot but作“不得不”或“不禁”解，如I cannot but think so是说“我不得不这样想”。

can but和cannot but都是比较正式的短语，在口语里通常不用can but而用can only，不用cannot but而用cannot help ...ing或cannot help but。


8．
 do nothing but或do anything but后面接没有to的不定式，如I could do nothing but wait
 和I could not do anything but wait
 。


9．
 all
 but perfect是“几乎完美的”，anything
 but perfect是“极不完美的”。


10．
 下面每组里的四句意思相同：




每组里的第一句和第二句里的but是关系代词，第三句和第四句里的but是连接词。


buttock(s)
 buttock是臀部的一半，说整个臀部该用buttocks
 , rump或posterior(s
 )。


buy 1．
 buy和purchase意思相同，可以用purchase的场合虽然都可以用buy，但可以用buy的场合却未必可以用purchase。buy指一般的“买”，说买菜、买肉、买书、买珠宝、买房子，都可以用。purchase该用在比较贵重些的东西，如可以用来说买珠宝或买房子，却不可用来说买菜或买肉，可以用来说买一部名贵的古书，却不可用来说买一册教科书。


2．
 buy有时有双宾语。例如：I bought him a pen.（我买了一枝笔给他。）


3．
 I hope to buy it of
 him里的of改作from或off都可以。


4．
 buy back是“（在卖出去以后）买回来”。例如：He sold his house and later bought it back.


by 1．
 catch him by the ear, lead her by the hand等表达方式里的the照习惯不可改作his或her。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

Books came in by the
 hundred.

Books came in by hundreds
 .

注意不可说by the
 hundreds
 。

They are paid by the month和Sugar is sold by the catty等句子里的by the
 month和by the catty
 等不可改作by months
 和by catties
 等。


3．
 by and by作“不久以后”解，不作“渐渐地”解。




C




cabbage
 a
 cabbage是“一棵卷心菜”，cabbages
 是“多棵卷心菜”，cabbage是“卷心菜（的物质）”，如a slice of cabbage。


cabin
 cabin指“简陋的小屋”，现在只在美国还用。


cadre
 cadre正像汉语“干部”一般，原来指“部”，是“一班人”，不是“一个人”，只用在军队，不用在其他场合。但现在也正像“干部”一般，指“一个人”，而且不限于军队。


café
 cafe在英国指小餐馆，在欧洲大陆指任何餐馆，尤其指露天的。


cake
 统指“糕饼”用cake或cakes
 都可以。例如：I like cake (或cakes
 ).但是在美国cakes
 （复数形式）通常指一种趁热吃的麦饼。


calculate 1．
 calculate用作“以为”解是美国英语。例如：I calculate, you are right.现在比较少用。


2．
 calculate（计算）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He calculated that
 he had written to her twenty-four times during the past year.


calculus
 calculus（微积分）前面通常有the。


calico
 calico在英国指“白色棉布”，就是在美国所说的muslin，在美国指“印花棉布”，就是在英国所说的print。


call 1．
 call him是“唤醒他”或“高声唤他而叫他来”或“打电话给他”，用在第三解是美国用法。call to
 him是“高声唤他”，说“高声唤他”不可没有to。call on
 him是“拜访他”，有时是“请求他”。例如：The chairman called on
 her to say a few words. call upon
 him是“请求他”，有时是“拜访他”。call for
 him可能是“拜访他而跟他一同出去”，也可能是“吩咐别人叫他来”。call him up
 是“打电话给他”。


2．
 比较下面各句：

I called on Mr Green yesterday.（我昨天拜访Green先生。）

I called at Mr Green's yesterday.（1．我昨天到Green先生的家。2．我昨天到Green先生的店或办事处。）

I called on the Greens yesterday.（我昨天访问Green全家或夫妇、父子、兄弟等。）

I called at the Greens' yesterday.（1．我昨天到Green家。2．我昨天到Green夫妇、父子、兄弟等的店或办事处。）


3．
 说“吩咐某人做什么”不可用call，如不可说I will call him to help me，该把call改作tell或ask。call him to help me是“高声唤他来帮助我”。


4．
 下面三句意思相同：

I called him to come.

I called to
 him to come.

I called out to
 him to come.


5．
 This work calls for
 a knowledge of geometry里的calls for作“需要”解。用作这个意思的call for的宾语后面有时有不定式。例如：The work is important enough to call for us to exercise
 great care.


6．
 His name is Henry和He is called Henry都可以说，但不可说His name
 is called
 Henry，name和called不可同时用。


7．
 The doctor received a call可能是“这医生接到一个邀请（出诊）”，也可能是“这医生接到一个访问（有人来就诊）”。当然也可能是“这医生接到一个电话。”


8．
 The meeting was called for
 8 July是“会议被决定在7月8日召开。”


9．
 比较下面两句：

What do you call this in English?（这东西在英语里叫什么？）

How do you say this in English?（这个语句在英语里怎样讲？）

不可说How
 do you call
 this in English?


camp
 in camp, make camp, go to camp, reach camp, put into camp, return to camp等表达方式里通常没有the。


campus
 campus（学校场地、校园）是美国英语，有时用来指“学校”。前面用on，不用in，原来必须有the，现在往往没有。


can 1．
 can用作“（罐头食品的）罐头”解是美国英语，相当于英国的tin。can用作“把…做成罐头食品”解原来也是美国英语，相当于英国的tin，但现在在英国也很普通。


2．
 cannot是英国拼写形式，can not是美国拼写形式。


3．
 许多语法书里说表示“许可”该用may，不该用can。其实用can表示“许可”也很普通，如You can
 go和You may
 go意思相同，Can
 I go?和May
 I go?意思也相同。You can
 ...有时有“我要你…”的意思。

在口语里往往用cannot表示“不许可”。例如：Children, you cannot
 throw the ball over the wall.


4．
 请求他人作某事，说Could
 you ...?比说Can
 you ...?婉转些。


5．
 could（虚拟过去式）有时表示愿望或倾向，如I could eat another（我［现在］很想再吃一个）和I could cry for shame。（我［现在］几乎因为羞耻而哭出来了。）


6．
 can用在否定句和疑问句里往往表示可能，作“会…”解，如He cannot be over fifty（他不会在五十岁以上，他至多不过五十岁）和Can he be still living?（他仍旧活着吗？他现在还会活着吗？）can后面接着完成时态一定表示可能，如He cannot have seen
 her yesterday（他决不会在昨天见过她）和Can I have said
 so?（我会曾经这样说么？）注意：He cannot have seen her yesterday和He could not see her yesterday（他昨天不能见她）不同，Can I have said so?和Could I say so?（1．
 我曾经能够这样说么？2．
 我［现在］要这样说便能够这样说么？）不同。


7．
 You cannot be too careful直译作“你不会太小心”，就是说“你不论怎样小心，总不会过分”，也就是说“你愈小心愈好”。下面各句也都是这个意思：

You cannot be over
 careful.

You cannot be careful enough
 .

You cannot be sufficiently
 careful.

You cannot take enough
 care.

You cannot take sufficient
 care.

下面各句都跟上面各句相仿：

We cannot recommend this book too strongly.

I cannot see enough of him.

We cannot exaggerate his attainments.

This point cannot be overemphasized.


8．
 can的过去式是could，说过去的“能够”用could当然不错。例如：I told him I could
 do it.但单说I could do it很容易被人看作有If I would do it, I could或I could do it, but somehow I don't do it的意思。所以指过去的“能够”通常不用could而用able。例如：I was able to do it.

比较下面各句：

I told him I could do it.（指经常的或一次的能力，并不意味着实行）

I was able to do it.（指经常的或一次的能力，并不意味着实行）

I did it.（指经常的或一次的行为）

I succeeded in doing it.（指一次的行为）

I managed to do it.（指一次的行为）

“他最后精通了英语”不可说At last he could
 master English，通常也不说At last he was able
 to master English。而用下面的任何一句：

At last he mastered English.

At last he succeeded in mastering English.

At last he managed to master English.


canal
 ... Canal（…运河）前面有the，如the
 Grand Canal（我国的大运河），the
 Suez Canal和the
 Panama Canal。


cancer
 cancer是类名词，指“癌”，也是抽象名词，指“癌症”。


candidacy
 candidacy是美国英语，相当于英国的candidature。


candidate
 candidate for President
 和candidate for Presidency
 都可以说。candidate for typist和candidate for the position of
 typist也都可以说。


candidly
 candidly有时形容全句或整个从句，作“坦白地说”解，如Candidly I was bored to tears和I have just finished the novel, which, candidly, I do not like。


candy
 candy在英国是“冰糖”，也作sugar-candy（在美国往往作rock candy），没有复数形式。在美国指一切“糖果”，相当于英国的sweets，单数形式和复数形式都有。例如：She gave the boy some candy（或candies
 ）。美国的candy store相当于英国的sweet shop。在美国candy统指“糖果”，a
 candy是“一块糖果”，也作a piece
 of candy, candies
 是“多种糖果”，不是“多块糖果”，“多块糖果”是pieces
 of candy。


cannon
 cannon有复数形式cannons
 ，但现在很少用。cannon往往用作“炮”的集合名词，也用作复数，如a crowd of cannon和many cannon。The cannon were
 still thundering（炮还在隆隆地轰响着）里的were改作was也可以。


cannot
 参见can 2
 和3



capable 1．
 capable后面接of和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说capable of carrying
 more，不可说capable to carry
 more。


2．
 capable of anything通常作“任何坏事都会做出的”解。


capacity
 capacity后面接不定式或接for或of和动名词，如his capacity to make
 friends, his capacity for making
 friends和his capacity of making
 friends。


capital 1．
 说“某国的首都”在capital后面接of，不接in，如the capital of
 China。


2．
 注意Write your name and address in
 capitals用in。


capitalist(ic)
 参见-ist(ic)



Capitol
 Capitol（美国国会大厦）前面有the。


capturer
 capturer现在远不及captor普通。


car
 单用car通常指“汽车”，有时指“电车”，在美国有时指“火车的一节车厢”，把the
 cars
 指“一列火车”。但by car一定指“乘汽车”。


card 1．
 “到…的家里留下一张名片给…”该说leave a card on ...。


2．
 cards（纸牌戏）用作复数。例如：Cards are
 allowed here.


care 1．
 care用作“忧愁”解用单数形式或复数形式都可以，用作“小心”解只可用单数形式。


2．
 take care of在英国只作“当心保护”解，它的宾语总是该被保护的东西，如Take care of your health和We must take care of public property。在美国往往用作“提防”或“对付”解。例如：You must take care of all possible obstacles和Can he take care of this problem?有时竟然有“杀掉”的意思。例如：They had many snakes to take care of in laying out the garden.


3．
 care of或in care of作“由…收下保管而转给他人”解，如I wrote to Mr Williams (in) care of Mr Cooke（我写信给Williams先生，是请Cooke先生转交的），在信封上习惯写作c/o或
 。例如：

Mr A. B. Williams

c/o Mr C. D. Cooke

注意c/o...是“由…转交”，不是“转交给…”，A c/o B是“由B转交给A”，不是由A转交给B。


4．
 I don't care作“我不放在心上”或“不以为意”解，但后面接了不定式便作“我不肯”或“我不愿意”解，如I don't care whether you will go or not是“我不管你去不去”，I don't care to go是“我不肯去”。但I don't care if I...却又作“我愿…”解，如I don't care if I go是“我愿去”。（这句直译作“即使我去，我也不以为意”，就是说“我不妨一去”。）


5．
 I don't care for
 （欢喜）novels比I don't care about
 novels普通。I don't care（肯）to go
 比I don't care about going
 语气重些。注意不可说I don't care for going
 。


6．
 可以说I don't care for
 you to see me。（我不要你见我。）


7．
 care to ...主要用在否定句、疑问句和表示条件的从句里。例如：

I don't care to go. Do you care to go?

If you care to go, I will go with you.

通常不说I care to go。但对于Do you care to go?可以回答说I care to go。也可以说That is all he cares to speak about。


8．
 I don't care what you say是“不论你说什么，我都不关心”，I don't care about
 （或for
 ）what you say是“对于你所说的话我不关心”，但也可能跟前句意思相同。


9．
 Take care what you are doing是“留心你正在做什么（不可做你不该做的事）。”Take care in
 what you are doing是“对于你正在做的事，（你该）小心去做。”Take care of
 what you are doing可能有上面两句中任何一句的意思。


10．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：





11．
 take care and ...=take care to ...（不定式），是美国用法。例如：Take care and
 get it done today.


12．
 可以说Owing to poor health he lived for some time in care of
 an old friend，但这里用in care of不及用under the care of普通。


career 1．
 career是“事业”或“一生的经历”，不是抽象名词，如their careers
 里必须用复数形式。


2．
 美国英语career man跟careerist不大相同。career man是“职业外交家”，就是“不是从政界、教育界、企业界等出身的外交家”，也作career diplomat。careerist是“追求名利的人”。


careful 1．
 He is careful in reading
 every sentence是“他细心地读每句。”He is careful to read
 every sentence是“他留心着一定要读每句（一句也不肯遗漏）。”He is careful enough to read
 every sentence是“他这样地留心，所以每句都读（一句也不遗漏）”。


2．
 careful后面往往接of。例如：You ought to be careful of
 your spelling.假使后面接以how, where等词引导的从句，便不用of，如You ought to be careful how
 you spell和She is always careful where
 to use a comma and where
 to use a semicolon。


3．
 Be careful (that
 ) you don't catch cold里的that可有可无。


4．
 可以说Be careful of your pronunciation，不可说Be careful of your mis
 pronunciation。


5．
 She is always careful what she does是“她时常当心她做什么（避免做不该做的事）”。She is always careful in
 what she does是“对于她做的事，她时常小心去做”。She is always careful of
 what she does可能有上面两句中任何一句的意思。


careless
 careless有时后面接以how, what等词引导的从句。例如：One should never be careless how
 one speaks or writes.


Carolina
 the
 Carolinas
 指美国North Carolina和South Carolina两州（state）。


carpet
 可以说a strip of carpet, a piece of thick carpet等。


carry 1．
 carry和take往往可以通用，如He carried
 the box to her 和He took
 the box to her意思相同。但He carried
 the boy to her是“他抱着、扛着或背着这男孩到她那里”，那男孩并不跟他一同走。He took
 the boy to her是“他带着这男孩到她那里”，那男孩也许跟他同走，也许不跟他同走。说跟某人一同到那里，假使不是抱着、背着或扛着，不可用carry。美国南方有把carry用作take解的。例如：He will carry his friend to the party this evening.但这决不是正常的英语。


2．
 carry on和carry out意思不同。carry on是“进行”或“经营”，carry out是“实行”或“完成”，如carry on
 a business（进行或经营一个事业）和carry out
 a business plan（实行一个事业上的计划）。

比较下面每组里的两句：





case 1．
 in case of有时作“假使…发生”解。例如：In case of fire, give the alarm.有时作“防备…”解。例如：Take some brandy with you in case of need. Take an umbrella with you in case of rain可能有两个意思：1．“假使下雨，拿一把伞。”2．“拿一把伞，防备下雨。”in the
 case of通常作“关于…”解。例如：In the
 case of his father, we must make an exception.偶尔用作in case of解。


2．
 in the case of, in ...'s case, in many cases等用得太多，往往可以避免。例如：

In the case of Russian grammar, it has six cases.（可以改作Russian grammar has six cases。）

In the case of my brother（或In my brother's case）, he will graduate next year.（可以改作My brother will graduate next year。）

In many cases the answers are almost perfect.（可以改作Many ［of the］ answers are almost perfect。）

In every case except that of world literature he has got A.（可以改作In every subject except world literature he has got A。）

Some of my friends sing very well, but this is not the case with me.（可以改作Some of my friends sing very well, but I do not。）


3．
 in case（后面从前往往加上连接词that，现在不加）有下面各种含意：

（1）“假使…”。例如：

In case he comes, let me know.

In case you fail, you must try again.

（2）“防备…”。例如：

You had better be ready in case they arrive before you expect them.

I left the door open in case the cat wanted to get in.

（3）“借以避免…”。例如：

Be quiet in case you (should) wake the baby.

He left his most valuable books with me in case they got (或should get) lost.

（4）“希望…”。例如：

He waited outside in case he could be useful.

I enclose my card in case you wish to see it.

in case有时单独用，表示“防备…”，“借以避免…”，或“希望…”的意思。例如：

They may not arrive before you expect them, but you had better be ready in case.

Noise might not wake the baby, but I advise you to be quiet in case.

He did not know whether he could prove useful in the room, but he waited outside in case.


4．
 in case引导的从句里不用will或would指将来，如In case he comes, let me know里的comes不可改作will come, I left the door open in case the cat wanted to get in里的wanted不可改作would want。


cash 1．
 cash有时是“现钱”，包括“硬币”说“纸币”，有时只指“硬币”，不包括“纸币”。cash payment（现金付款）可能是硬币，可能是纸币，可能是硬币和纸币。“硬币付款”该说specie payment。


2．
 cash也指我国从前所通用的小钱，就是有方孔的铜钱。单数和复数同一形式，如one cash和five cash。


3．
 cash（兑现）的主语可能是持票人，也可能是银行职员，如I went to the bank to cash a cheque和I asked the clerk to cash my cheque。在第二种用法里cash有时有双宾语。例如：Please cash me this cheque.


casket
 casket用作“棺材”解是美国英语。


cast 1．
 说“投”、“掷”或“丢”，现在通常不用cast，却用throw。


2．
 cast偶尔有双宾语。例如：The tree cast us a pleasant shade.


casualty
 casualty是“死或伤的人”，如“两死三伤”是five
 casualties。


cat 1．
 cat属于通性，但通常当作雌猫，用代词she或her。在必须说“雄猫”的场合该用tom(-)cat。


2．
 Care killed
 the cat（忧能伤身）是谚语，注意用过去时态killed。


catalogue
 catalogue在美国往往指学校的章程或说明书，相当于英国学校里的prospectus和大学里的calendar。


catch 1．
 说“人感染疾病”该把“人”做catch的主语，不该把“疾病”做catch的主语，如该说I have caught a cold，不该说A cold has caught me。


2．
 下面两句都作“我的衣袖被一个钉子钩住”解：

My sleeve caught on a nail.

My sleeve got
 caught on a nail.

第一句里的caught是不及物动词，第二句里的caught是及物动词的过去分词。


cater
 cater后面接for或to似乎没有一定的标准，比较下面各句：

They cater for
 dinners, weddings, and receptions.

This theatre caters for
 (或to
 ) the workers and peasants.

This theatre caters to
 (或for
 ) popular taste.

That shop caters exclusively for
 (或to) women.

That shop caters exclusively to
 (或for
 ) women's needs.


Catholic
 Catholic通常译作“天主教的”和“天主教徒”，Christian通常译作“基督教的”和“基督教徒”。注意：Christian包括天主教在内，Catholic有各种意思，最广泛的意思指一切基督教徒。天主教徒自己称为Catholic，但假使你自己不是天主教徒，说“天主教徒”该用Roman Catholic。


cattle
 cattle在英国往往统指“家畜”，在美国只指牛类，都不指“一头…”，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式cattles
 。当作单数或复数都可以，如The cattle has
 （或have
 ）been sold和Cattle are
 allowed to graze here。第二句里用are，似乎不可用is。可以说forty cattle, these cattle等。说“一头牛”可说one head of cattle，也可以说one animal。


Caucasus
 Caucasus（高加索）前面有the。


cause 1．
 I have cause for hope和I do not think you have cause to worry等句子里的cause前面没有a或the。


2．
 cause of
 ...是“…的根源”，of的宾语不一定指行为或感觉，cause for
 ...是“…的理由”，for的宾语一定指行为或感觉，如the cause of
 the accident和the cause of
 the crime, cause for
 complaint和cause for
 rejoicing。cause for
 前面没有the。


3．
 cause后面可以接宾语和不定式。例如：The lightning caused the baby to cry.注意cry前面有to。


4．
 cause后面不可接宾语和形容词，如不可说That caused me happy，该在happy前面加上to be，或把caused改作made。口语里通常用made。


5．
 cause可以有双宾语。例如：That caused him much inconvenience.


cease 1．
 cease doing it和cease to do it都是“停止做这事”，但略有区别。只有一次的动作通常用动名词。例如：When he heard the knock, he ceased writing
 .经常性的动作通常用不定式，例如：He ceased to write
 at the age of eighty.


2．
 cease后面接from和动名词跟接动名词没有区别，但不用from比较普通些，如cease writing比cease from
 writing普通。


3．
 在日常文字里stop比cease多用，但stop后面只可接动名词，不可接不定式，用了不定式便有另一意思。参见stop 1



celebrate
 celebrate用作不及物动词作“欢乐一阵”解，是美国口语。


celebration
 只有一次的庆祝也往往用复数形式。例如：The whole town was astir because of the celebrations
 .


century
 last century是“上世纪”（对21世纪来说是20世纪），the
 last century通常是“最近过去的100年”（对2002年来说是1902-2001年），有时是“上世纪”。next century是“下世纪”，the
 next century通常是“以后的100年”，有时是“下世纪”。


ceremony
 master of ceremonies（司仪者）比master of the
 ceremonies普通。


certain 1．
 a certain man, certain persons, a certain Mr Carr等表达方式里的certain作“某”解，是形容词。certain of his friends里的certain作“某某若干”解，是名词或代词，属于复数，不可说a certain of his friends，该说a certain friend of his。


2．
 a certain hesitation, a certain coldness等表达方式里的a certain作“一些”解。注意hesitation和coldness都是抽象名词。


3．
 certain和sure有若干相似的地方，但certain比sure语气重些。两个单词后面都可以接of、不定式或以that引导的从句，如I am certain (或sure) of
 his honesty, I am certain (或sure) to see
 him tomorrow和I am certain (或sure) that
 he is honest。但It is certain that ...比It is sure that ...普通得多。


4．
 He is certain (或sure) to come
 tomorrow是“他明天一定来”。He is certain (或sure) of coming
 tomorrow是“他相信他明天一定来”。可以说It is certain (或sure) to be
 fine tomorrow，不可说It is certain of being
 fine tomorrow。


5．
 I am not certain (about
 ) where he lives里的about可有可无。


certificate 1．
 certificate用作“学校当局所出的证明书（使学生可以免考入大学的）”解是美国英语。


2．
 certificate in
 bookkeeping比certificate for
 bookkeeping普通。


certify 1．
 We shall certify him of
 the fact（我们将向他保证这事实）等句子里的certify的用法现在很不普通，最好不用。


2．
 证明书的第一句往往是This is to certify that ...。


3．
 certified milk是“有证牛奶或合格牛奶”，certified check（美国英语）是“保付支票”，certified public accountant（美国英语）是“执业会计师”，各种表达方式里的certified都“证明好”。但对于人certify作“诊断…患有精神病”解（是英国用法）。


chair 1．
 take a
 chair是“坐在椅上”，take the
 chair是“（在会上）当主席”。


2．
 chair of English phonetics是“英语语音学教授的职位”，说chair of professor of
 English phonetics也可以，但不很普通。


chairman
 chairman的女性形式是chairwoman，但有时chairman也指女主席。例如：Miss Hope will be chairman today.


chalk
 chalk是物质名词，所以不可说a
 chalk和some chalks
 ，该说a piece
 of chalk和some pieces
 of chalk。但说“各色的chalk”可以用chalks
 ，如a box of chalks
 。


chamber
 chamber现在不普通，通常该用room。chamber比room“文雅”些，有“斗室”、“陋室”、“雅室”等表达方式里的“室”的意味。


chance 1．
 chance后面接of或for和动名词或接不定式都可以，如a （或the）chance of
 （或for
 ）doing
 it和a（或the）chance to do
 it。


2．
 chance后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：There is little chance that
 he will pass the test.


3．
 The
 chances are that
 he will be the first to arrive today是“大约他今天将第一个到”。the和that有时都省去。例如：Chances are he will be the first to arrive today.


4．
 The chances are ten to one that he will pass the examination和The chances are a hundred to one that he will pass the examination都是“他几乎一定将考试及格”。注意汉语“十分之九”或“百分之九十九”不可直译作The chances are nine
 to one（或ninety-nine
 to one）that ...


5．
 He chanced to be there when I arrived里的chanced不及happened普通。


change 1．
 change是“换去”，不是“换来”，如帽子旧了，换一顶新的，该说change the old cap (for
 a new one)，不该说change a new cap。


2．
 a change of address, a change of name, a change of scene, a change of subject, a change of attitude等表达方式里在名词前没有a或the。


3．
 change of air（转地疗养）前面通常有a，偶尔没有a。


4．
 在作“零钱”或“找头”解的时候change前面不可加a，后面不可加s。


changeable
 changeable比changeful普通得多。


changeful
 参见changeable



channel
 英国人所说的the
 Channel指英法两国中间的the
 English Channel。


chap
 This Frankie chap（这个叫Frankie的人）等是口语用法。


character 1．
 character和characteristic意思不同。character是“性格”，characteristic是“性格里的特质”。一个人只有一个character，却有多个characteristics，这多个characteristics合成一个character。


2．
 注意下面第一句里有a，第二句里没有a：

He is of a
 fine character.

He is a man of fine character.

of ... character在表语用法里习惯有a（或an），在定语用法里习惯没有a（或an）。注意这里的of ... character指人。假使不指人，不论在表语用法或定语用法里都通常有a（或an），如This book is of a
 literary character和This is a book of a
 literary character。在定语用法里也有不用a（或an）的。例如：This is a book of literary character.但很不普通。of a（或an）... character用得太多，往往可以避免。例如：

The weather was then of a showery character.（可以改作The weather was then showery。）

They offered us some suggestions of a practical character.（可以改作They offered us some practical suggestions。）


3．
 a man of character, a person of no character等表达方式里的character作“好的character”解。of character和of no character两种表达方式没有表语用法，如不说He is of (no) character。


4．
 说“某民族的性格”用the或不用the都可以，如（the
 ）German character。


5．
 说“汉字”通常用character。注意character指写的或印的字，不指口头说的字，口头说的字该用word。


characteristic 1．
 参见character 1



2．
 characteristic（形容词）of
 ...作“…所特有的”解。例如：This usage is characteristic of
 colloquial English.


charge 1．
 charge Joseph with
 murder和charge murder on
 （或upon
 ）Joseph都可以说，但第一种形式比第二种形式普通得多。注意charge Joseph with
 murder和accuse Joseph of
 murder意思相仿，但用了charge该用with，用了accuse该用of，不可相混。


2．
 在名词charge后面接以that引导的从句，英美通用。例如：They brought the charge that
 Joseph had committed murder.在动词charge后面接以that引导的从句在美国很普通，但在英国很不普通。例如：They charged that
 Joseph had committed murder.


3．
 charge him with ...ing有时是“说他犯了…”，有时是“把…的任务交给他”，charge him to ...（不定式）是“命令他…”，如He charged Helen with cheating
 （他说海伦犯了欺骗），He charged her with reading the proofs（他把校对的任务交给她），和He charged Helen never to cheat
 （他命令海伦永远不得欺骗）。


4．
 charge在作“索（价）”解的时候可以有双宾语。例如：He charged me ¥50.


5．
 charge（为了…取费）把表示物品或服务的词做宾语，远不及加上for的普通，如We must charge all the meals（或repairs）里在charge后面加上for普通得多。


6．
 in charge of通常作“管理…”解。例如：Mrs Lamb is in charge of the children.有时作“被…管理”解。例如：The children are in charge of Mrs Lamb.但说“被…管理”通常用in the
 charge of或under the
 charge of。例如：The children are in
 （或under
 ）the
 charge of Mrs Lamb.


7．
 have charge of（管理）和take (over) charge of（开始管理、接办）两种表达方式里都没有the。


charm 1．
 说女子的“美”，用单数形式charm和复数形式charms
 略有不同。charm注重在抽象的“美”，相当于attractiveness，如charm of manner和She entertained us with her usual charm。charms
 着重在各种美态的集合，就是“美貌”。例如：She displayed all her charms。对于男子，只可用charm，不可用charms
 。


2．
 I shall be charmed to see you tomorrow等句子里的charmed是客气话，作pleased或glad解。


3．
 charmed后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：I am charmed that
 I actually got an interview with him.


chase 1．
 give chase（追）是习语，没有the。the
 chase是“打猎”，必须有the。


2．
 chase（动词）作“追”或“赶去”解，但不作“追着”解。I chased him是“我追他，”不一定追着。I chased him out of the garden是“我把他赶出了花园”，果然把他赶出了。要说“我把他赶出”而并不含“果然赶出”的意思，该说I tried to chase
 him out of the garden。


chat 1．
 chat通常不用作抽象名词，如I should like to have a
 chat with you里的a不可省去。用作抽象名词通常含有“话长道短”，“大言不惭”等意思，如They were in excellent spirits and full of chat和Let me have none of your chat。


2．
 chat有时指“非正式的演讲”，如a chat on Chinese music。


chattel
 通常用复数形式chattels
 。


cheat
 下面三句意思相同但第三句比较少见：

The shopkeeper cheated his customer of
 his money.

The shopkeeper cheated his customer out of
 his money.

The shopkeeper cheated his customer's money out of
 him.

注意不可说He cheated his customer's money of
 him。


check 1．
 check作“支票”解是美国英语，相当于英国的cheque。参见cheque



2．
 check up（查核，check是及物动词），check up on（查核，check是不及物动词），check with（跟…符合），check up with（和…符合）和checkup（查核）都是美国英语。例如：

I will check up
 these statements.（英国用check）

I will check up on
 these statements.（英国用check）

The reprint checks with
 the original.（英国用tallies with）

The reprint checks up with
 the original.（英国用tallies with）

I will make a check(-)up of
 （或on
 ）these statements.（英国用examination of）

check(-)up指“全身检查”也是美国英语，英国用physical overhaul。


cheer
 Be of good cheer!不及Be cheerful!普通。


cheerful 1．
 cheerful着重内在的愉快，cheery着重外表的愉快，一个cheerful man也许别人看不出他是cheerful，但cheery man别人一望而知他是cheery。用在东西或动作cheerful表示愉快的心情，cheery表示使人感觉愉快，如a few cheerful
 words和a few cheery
 words。a few cheering
 words是“用来鼓舞人心的几句话”。


2．
 cheerful有时被用作反语，如He must be a cheerful sort of person to speak to you in such a rude manner!里的cheerful表示“可怜”或“可叹”。


cheering
 参见cheerful 1



cheerio
 cheerio用作good-bye解，只用在熟悉朋友中间。


cheery
 参见cheerful 1



cheese
 a
 cheese是“一块奶酪”，cheeses
 是“多块奶酪”。


cheque 1．
 cheque（支票）是英国英语，相当于美国的check。


2．
 small cheque是“小额支票”，large cheque是“大额支票”，都不关那支票本身的大小。


3．
 cheque后面习惯接for和金额，如a cheque for
 ¥85。也有人用of，但不及用for普通。


4．
 cheque后面习惯接on和银行名称，如a cheque on
 the Bank of China。


5．
 在商业信函里往往在cheque前面不用a。例如：I enclose cheque for ¥50.


chicken
 a
 chicken是“一只鸡”，chickens
 是“多只鸡”，chicken是“鸡肉”或“被看作打猎的对象的鸡”。


chilblain
 习惯用复数形式chilblains
 。例如：Chilblains
 are nasty things.


child 1．
 往往用it或which指child。例如：I think every child loves its
 mother. 但父母或保姆通常用he或she而不用it指他们的孩子。


2．
 with child是习语，作“有孕的”解，注意没有a或the。


3．
 She is with child by
 him是“她因为了他而怀孕了”。


4．
 child有时指“历史不久的东西”。例如：Picturephone is still a child.


5．
 child wife（很年轻的妻），child genius（天才儿童），child visitor等的复数形式是child wives
 , child geniuses
 和child visitors
 等。child lover可能是“很年轻的爱人”，可能是“爱孩子的人”，复数形式是child lovers
 , children
 lovers
 是“爱孩子们的人们”。


childish
 childish和childlike不同。childish用于孩子作“孩子所特有的”或“宜于孩子的”解，如childish face和childish sports。childish用于成人作“孩子般地无意识的”解，如childish talk和childish idea。childlike只用于成人，不用于孩子，作“孩子般地天真的”解，如childlike innocence和childlike earnestness。成人的childish enthusiasm是一种缺点，成人的childlike enthusiasm是一种优点，孩子的childish enthusiasm是当然的，孩子不会有childlike enthusiasm。


childlike
 参见childish



chill
 参见chilly 1



chilling
 参见chilly 3



chilly 1．
 chill（形容词）现在远不及chilly普通，语气比chilly重些。


2．
 chilly和cool都作“微冷的”解，但chilly含有“使人不快”的意思，cool含有“使人愉快”的意思，如It is getting chilly
 是“天气转冷了（我们该当心别着凉）。”It is getting cool
 是“天气转凉了（我们觉得舒适）”。


3．
 chilling比chilly语气重，有“寒气逼人”的意思，如It is simply chilling是“天气冷得使人吃不消了”。


china, China 1．
 说“瓷器”该用c
 hina（用小写字母开首），不用C
 hina。a
 china是“一种瓷器”，chinas
 是“多种瓷器”。


2．
 china跟porcelain相同，但比porcelain通俗。有时被用来指任何crockery（或earthenware），就是兼指陶器和瓷器，那是不正确的。


3．
 China可以用作形容词，Chinese也可以用作形容词。下面几点该注意：

（1）若干名称里习惯用China而不用Chinese，若干名称里习惯用Chinese而不用China，若干名称里用China和Chinese都可以，如China
 clay（高岭土），Chinese
 varnish（漆），和China
 （或Chinese
 ）ink（墨）。一切该把词典做根据。

（2）在同一个名词前面，有时用了China或Chinese便有不同的意思，如China
 correspondent是“在中国的通讯员”（未必是中国人），Chinese
 correspondent是“中国籍的通讯员”（未必在中国），China
 edition是“专销到中国的版本”（未必是中文本），Chinese
 edition是“中文版本”，China
 English是“用于中国的英语”（关于中国事物的），Chinese
 English是“中国式的英语”（中国人所特有的一种不纯粹的英语）。


Chinaman
 复数形式是Chiname
 n。Chinaman从前很普通，并没有轻视的意味，但现在不很普通，而且通常有轻视的意味。Chinamen通常指少数的中国人，不指大多数的中国人，如可以说four Chinamen
 或four Chinese
 ，但通常说four thousand Chinese
 而不说four thousand Chinamen
 。the Chinese
 （中国人的全体）比the Chinamen
 普通得多。我们中国人该只用Chinese，不用Chinaman和Chinamen。


Chinatown
 Chinatown是“唐人街，中国城”，并不是在中国的任何城市。中国决不会有Chinatown。


chit-book
 （或chit book
 ）chit-book是“回单簿”，说“用回单簿（送信件等）”该说by chit-book。例如：I shall send you the goods by chit-book.


chocolate
 a
 chocolate是“一块巧克力”，chocolates
 是“多块巧克力”。


choice
 该说a choice between
 A and
 B，不该说a choice of
 A or
 B。


choose 1．
 choose作“选择出来”解，不作“从…选择”解，如可以说I want to choose five from
 （或among
 ，或from among
 ，或out of
 ）these books，但不可说These books are for you to choose。该在choose后面加上from, among, from among或out of。


2．
 该说choose between A and
 B，不该说choose between A or
 B。


3．
 choose后面接不定式作“要…”或“决意…”解，有时含有“要…而不要做另一件事”的意思，但有时不含这意思，如I choose to stay at home有“不要出去”的含意，但I do not choose to do it again似乎没有含意。


4．
 choose后面可以接宾语和表语，有时也接双宾语，如They chose her a secretary。也许是“他们选择她做秘书”。（secretary用作表语），也许是“他们替她选择一个秘书”。（secretary用作直接宾语）。


5．
 下面三句意思相同。第三句最不普通：

We chose Mr Wood as
 our leader.

We chose Mr Wood for
 our leader.

We chose Mr Wood our leader.


Christ 1．
 Christ原来不是专有名词，是犹太人所期望的救主，用作耶稣的称号，原来前面有the，现在偶尔也有。


2．
 Jesus Christ比Christ Jesus普通。


Christendom 1．
 Christendom前面没有the。


2．
 in Christendom有时用来加重语气，跟in the world相仿。例如：I've got the worst bicycle in Christendom.


Christian
 参见Catholic



Christmas 1．
 Christmas指12月25日（Christmas-day或Christmas Day）现在比较少见，通常指“从12月24日起的一个星期或更长一段时间”（Christmas-tide）。不论用作哪个意思，前面都没有the，都用at，不用on或in。


2．
 Christmas eve（或Christmas Eve）指12月24日，并不专指那天的晚上。


3．
 Christmas-day（或Christmas Day）和Christmas eve（或Christmas Eve）前面都没有the，都用on，不用at或in。


chronically
 You are chronically finding fault（你老是找茬儿）里的chronically跟always相仿。参见always 1, 2, 3



church
 在用作“在教堂里的礼拜”解的时候，church前面没有the，如at church, in church, after church, go to church, attend church和Church begins at ten o'clock。


cinema 1．
 cinema用作“电影院”解在英国很普通，在美国很不普通。


2．
 the
 cinema统指“电影”。例如：I do not go to the
 cinema often.


3．
 cinema有时用作抽象名词。例如：These novels have been rendered into cinema.


circle
 说“集团的一群人”用单数形式circle，如He has a large circle of friends和He is very happy in his family circle。说文学界、工商界、外交界等的“界”用复数形式circles
 ，如literary circles
 , business circles
 和diplomatic circles
 。各种表达方式前面都没有the。


circulate
 circulate用于人是美国英语。例如：The children are allowed to circulate among the grown-ups.


circumstance 1．
 under
 the circumstances
 （事情既然这样，既然如此）比in
 the circumstances普通些。under
 no circumstances
 （决不）比in
 no circumstances
 普通得多。in
 good circumstances
 （处境良好），in
 flourishing circumstances
 （处境兴盛），in
 reduced circumstances
 （处境比以前困苦）等表达方式里都只可用in，不可用under。注意各种表达方式里都用复数形式circumstances
 。


2．
 注意Under no circumstances should we depart from the pirnciple里用should we，不用we should。


circus
 Piccadilly Circus（Piccadilly 环形交叉口）等前面没有the。


citizen 1．
 citizen通常指共和国的公民，subject通常指君主国的国民，如Chinese citizen和British subject。


2．
 citizen用作“平民”或“老百姓”（指非军人、警察等）解现在似乎只在美国流行。在英国通常用civilian。在美国citizen有时指“居民”。


city 1．
 city在一般词典里注作“城”，其实是“都市”，不一定有城墙。


2．
 city和town没有绝对的区别，大概大些的叫city，小些的叫town。 city在美国比在英国用得多，相当于在英国叫做town的大小的地方，在美国往往叫作city。在英国city里的居民通常叫它town。注意in the city, to the city, out of the city, leave the city等表达方式里都有the。参见town 1



3．
 把City写在信封上指“本埠”是美国用法。


4．
 the
 City（全名the City of London）是伦敦的一部分，包括伦敦的商业区。the
 City有时指“商界”或“商界的人们”。


civilization
 Chinese civilization, European civilization等表达方式前面用the或不用the都可以。world civilization前面没有the。


clad
 参见clothe 1



claim 1．
 claim在一般词典里注作“要求”，其实是“把…看作自己所应该得到的而要求它”，如不可说He claimed my coat或My friend has many flowers, I shall claim some。


2．
 claim是及物动词，后面不可接for，如不可说He claims for
 the property。该把for删去。


3．
 claim后面接不定式，在英国有时作“把…看作自己所应该得到的而要求它”解，有时作“要求他人承认…”解，如He claims to be rewarded（他以为该受奖赏而要求奖赏）和He claims to be the owner（他要求他人承认他是所有者）。在美国也有这两解，但那第二解在英国有一种限制而在美国没有这种限制。在英国那不定式所表示的总是有利于自己的，如He claims to be the owner和He claims to have succeeded。在美国那不定式所表示的也许不利于自己，如He claims to be a cheat和He claims to have failed。


4．
 claim后面接宾语和不定式（claim作assert, maintain或represent解）是一种不正当的结构。例如：He claims it to be true.这结构成了被动语态也是不正当的。例如：It is claimed to be true.


5．
 claim后面接以that引导的从句有时作“把…看作当然的事而要求它”解，有时作“力言”或“声称”解，如He claims that
 he should be better treated（他以为该受到好些的待遇而要求它）和He claims that
 he is not well treated（他力言他并未受到好的待遇）。注意第一句里用should。这第二解在美国很普通，在英国被看作不正当。


6．
 在5里所讲的claim是动词。claim用作名词（后面不一定接以that引导的从句）有同样的情形，如His claim is that he should be better treated是英美通用的，但He makes the claim that he is not well treated在英国被看作不正当。


7．
 lay claim to（力言自己有得到…的权利）里没有a, the, his等词。注意lay claim to后面接动名词，如He lays claim to being
 her father和The book lays no claim to being
 perfect里的being不可改作be。但make no claim后面接不定式，不接to和动名词。例如：I make no claim to be
 always right.


clap
 a clap of hands是“手的一拍”，a clapping
 of hands是“一次拍手”。假使共有十次拍手，每次有五拍，那便是ten clappings
 of hands，也就是fifty claps of hands。


class 1．
 class被用作学校里的“班”解是英美通用的，如amathematics class和a class of beginners。说“上课”用in class（没有a或the），说“上…课”用in a
 （或the
 ）...class，如in a
 （或the
 ）history class。“在上课前”是before class，“在下课后”是after class。


2．
 a mathematics class, a class in
 mathematics和a class for
 mathematics都可以说。


3．
 class被用作“年级”解（如the first-year class）是美国英语。在美国class of＋年份指“在…年（已或将）毕业的一级”，如the class of 1980和the class of 1982。


4．
 class在英国指大学里考试后所得的“优等的若干等级之一”，比“及格”高。因为class在英国有这个意思，在美国有2
 里所讲的意思，所以同一句子也许在英美有不同的意思，如They were in the same class在英国是“他们（在某次考试后）被列入同一的优等等级里”，在美国是“他们是同年级学生”。


5．
 在资本主义社会里有所谓the
 upper classes
 （上层阶级），the
 lower classes
 （下层阶级）和the
 classes
 （上流社会），各种表达方式里习惯用复数形式classes
 。the
 middle class（中产阶级，单数形式）和the middle classes
 （复数形式）都可以用。the
 classes和the
 masses对比，似乎包括the upper classes和the middle class(es)。


6．
 注意antagonisms of the
 classes（阶级对抗）等表达方式里的classes前面有the。


7．
 下面各种表达方式都可以说：a new class of hotel, a new clss of hotels
 , some new classes
 of hotel, some new classes
 of hotels



class(-)fellow
 class-fellow是“同班同学”，通常和I, my, you(r)等单词同用，不可用作“班里的学生”解，如假定你的班里有三十个学生，你可以说I have twenty-nine class(-)fellows，但不可说There are thirty class(-)fellows in my class。class(-)mate的用法也是这样。


classic 1．
 英美人所说的the
 classics
 指古希腊和罗马的文学名著。“英国古典文学”该说the
 English classics
 。“流行音乐经典”该说the
 pop classics
 。


2．
 我国的“五经”通常译作the
 five classics
 ，“四书”通常译作the
 Four Books。但the
 Chinese classics
 通常包括“四书”，“五经”和其他一切中国古典文学作品。


3．
 classic不一定指“古”或“旧”的作品，也指任何“经典著作”，一本书出版了不久也许就成为一本classic。


4．
 classic（形容词）和classical没有绝对的区别。classical比classic普通。说“古典文学、艺术、文化等的”通常用classical，如classical writer, classical allusions, classical education, classical studies和classical architecture。classic ground（有文学或历史联想的地方，如英国Shakespeare的故乡Stratford-on-Avon）里通常用classic，很少用classical。classic event（因历史悠久而著名的赛跑、赛马、赛船等）里必须用classic, classic race里也必须用classic。


classical
 参见classic 4



class(-)mate
 参见class(-)fellow



clean(ly) 1．
 下面两句都可以说：

Clean up the table.

Clean up the mess on the table.


2．
 cleanly用作形容词（读［ˈklenlɪ］作“注意清洁的”或“有清洁的习惯的”解，一个cleanly的人，即使不能常常clean，却决不甘心不clean。clean用作副词，作“完全地”解。例如：When the cat came, the mice had got clean
 away. I clean
 forgot to ask why the cleanly
 girl was not quite cleanly
 dressed that morning是“我完全忘记问为什么那天早上那个注意清洁的女孩子穿得不十分清洁”。


clench
 clench和clinch原来可以通用。但现在clench通常指实际上的动作，clinch通常指心理上的作用，如clench
 the nail和clench
 the hands, clinch
 the argument和clinch
 the bargain。


clergy
 the
 clergy（一般牧师们）通常被当作Aural。a
 clergy（一国或一个教会的牧师们）通常被当作单数。some clergy, many clergy, fifty clergy等当然都是复数。


clerk
 clerk用作“店员”解是美国英语，相当于英国英语中的shop assistant。在美国clerk也往往被用作不及物动词，作“做店员”解。例如：I clerked at a bookseller's for two years.


climate
 climate和weather不同。climate指“某地的经常的气候”，weather指“某地的一时的气候”，如说“上海雨水比天津多”是climate上的不同，说“昨天下雨而今天晴朗”是weather上的不同。


clinch
 参见clench



clip(ping)
 clip用作“从报纸剪下（片段）”解和clipping用作“从报纸剪下的片段”解都是美国英语，相当于英国的cut和cutting。


close
 close不及shut通俗。


cloth 1．
 cloth的复数形式现在是cloths
 ，不是clothes
 。cloths
 的意思是“多种布”和“多块布（如桌布）”。


2．
 英美人用cloth通常指“毛织物”。


clothe 1．
 clothe的过去式和过去分词通常是clothed。但在譬喻里往往用clad。例如：The hill is clad
 with verdure.


2．
 clothe用作“穿衣在…的身上”解现在不很普通，如Clothe
 yourself quickly和He used to clothe
 himself in blue in winter里的clothe不及dress通俗。但说“供给衣服与…”（就是“衣我食我”的“衣”的意思）用clothe很普通。例如：He had to clothe
 his wife and family.


clothes 1．
 clothes是复数形式，没有单数形式。统指衣服，不指一件衣服。可以说many
 clothes, these
 clothes和those
 clothes。但不可说three
 clothes等。现在很少说much
 clothes。


2．
 clothes和clothing都统指衣服，但clothing是单数形式，没有复数形式。注意a suit of clothes
 （一套衣服，包括上衣、背心和裤子）不可改作a suit of clothing
 , an article of clothing
 （一件衣服）不可改作an article of clothes
 。


clothing
 参见clothes 2



cloud 1．
 cloud通常指“云块”，很少指“云（的物质）”，如通常说There are many clouds
 in the sky，不说There is much cloud
 in the sky。但可以说masses of cloud, a bluff of cloud等。


2．
 the
 clouds
 往往指“天空”。


Co.
 Co.=Company（公司），通常用在and或&后面，如Smith and（或&）Co.。在没有and或&的场合通常用Company而不用Co.，如The Smith Company。


coal 1．
 a
 coal是“一块煤”，coals
 是“多块煤”。但a
 coal通常指正在燃烧的小煤块。


2．
 “煤球”叫briquette或briquet，不叫coal ball。


coat
 男子的coat是西装的“上装”，女子的coat是“大衣”。男子的“大衣”叫overcoat。


C. O. D.
 C. O. D.（货到收款。例如：Please send a copy of the September issue of Mainstream
 C. O. D.）在英国代表Cash on Delivery,在美国代表Collect on Delivery。


co(-)ed
 co-ed（男女同学的学校［尤其指大学］里的女学生）是美国英语。


coffee 1．
 习惯说a cup
 of coffee，不说a glass
 of coffee。


2．
 a
 coffee是“一客咖啡”，coffees
 是“多客咖啡”。


coin
 a
 coin是“一个硬币”，coins
 是“多个硬币”，coin统指硬币，在口语里也统指钱财（包括纸币）。


cold(ness) 1．
 cold（名词）和coldness略有不同。cold是“寒冷”，尤其指天气的“寒冷”，如The cold is intense和Do you feel the cold?coldness是“寒冷性”或“冷淡性”，如the coldness of the weather和the coldness of his reception。


2．
 cold（伤风）和cold in the head没有区别。


3．
 catch cold和catch a
 cold都可以说。have a
 cold里必须有a。take cold里没有a，但take a
 bad cold, take a
 heavy cold等表达方式里必须有a。get a
 cold比get cold普通。


colleague
 colleague是“同事”，在西方社会里专指高级的职位，比汉语里的“同事”严谨些，如甲做外交部长，乙做交通部长，彼此是colleagues，甲是某大学的物理教授，乙是同校的化学教授，彼此也是colleagues，甲是某银行的总经理，乙是同行的副经理，彼此也是colleagues，但工厂或商店里的甲乙职员不算colleagues。不过英美人往往用colleague(s)称同职业的人，如律师或医生甲乙两人，即使互相没有关系，也说my colleague ...。


collect 1．
 collect（不及物动词）往往被用作“收捐款”、“收税”或“收账”解。用作“收账”解似乎是美国用法。


2．
 The goods will be sent collect等表达方式里的collect作“货到收款”解，把属于祈使语气的动词collect用作副词，是美国商界用语。有时也用作形容词。例如：They sent us a collect message.（他们打给我们一封收到后付款的电报。）


3．
 collect together
 里的together是多余的。


college 1．
 college, university和school的区别，下面几点该注意：

（1）大学像英国的牛津（Oxford），剑桥（Cambridge）等都是university，不是college，说Oxford College和Cambridge College是错误的。但每个university里有若干college，就是“院”，所以可说an
 Oxford college（牛津大学里的某一学院，注意college用小写字母开首）或one of the Cambridge colleges（剑桥大学各个学院中间的一个）。有些大学只有一个college，事实上那university就是那college，但仍旧叫做university，不叫做college。英国大学里的college和美国大学里的college不同，假使都译作“院”，就可以说英国的“院”和美国的“院”不同。英国大学里的college往往有若干个faculty，相当于美国大学里的college。英国的faculty of arts相当于美国的college of arts，在英国没有college of arts等名称。

（2）规模小些的大学叫做college，如农科大学和医科大学。

（3）英国有若干public school，实际并不是college，但它们的名称里却用College而不用School，如Eton College, Dulwich College，和Wellington College。但也有许多public school的名称里用School而不用College，如Harrow School, Rugby School和Westminster School，决不可称为college。

（4）英国有许多学校自称college，也有许多人随意把college指任何学校，这都是为了要装“面子”。


2．
 ...College里的…假使是人名或地名，前面有时有the，有时没有the。


3．
 at college, go to college, come out of college, enter college, leave college, attend college和fresh from college各种表达方式里都没有the, in college和in a
 college都普通。


4．
 college用作“在college里受教育”或“college里的生活”解似乎是美国用法。例如：He did not like college.


colloquialism
 colloquialism单独用是抽象名词，指“口语用法”。a
 colloquialism是“一个口语用词、一个口语用法或一个口语说法”，colloquialisms
 是“多个口语用词、多个口语用法或多个口语说法”。These two phrases are colloquialisms
 里的colloquialisms
 不可改作colloquialism。


colonial
 在英国用colonial（往往作C
 olonial）通常指英国的一个或多个殖民地，在美国用colonial（往往作C
 olonial）通常指美国在革命（1775年）以前的时代。


colon(ial)ist
 colonist是“殖民者”或“殖民地的居民”，colonialist是“殖民主义者”。


colour 1．
 of a
 red colour, of a
 green colour等表达方式里习惯用a，不可删去，也不可改作the。


2．
 Tell me (of) what colour it is和My cap is (of) the same colour as yours等句子里的of可有可无。


3．
 red（或green等）colour, the
 colour of red（或green等）和red（或green等，用作名词）意思相同。


colt
 colt和pony在一般词典里都注作“小马”，其实不同。colt是年幼的马（从离开母马到四岁或五岁），pony是“身材矮小的马”。


combine
 combine together
 里的together是多余的。


come 1．
 come是“来”，go是“去”，似乎很简单，但有下面几点该注意：

（l）Please come
 to see me里当然用come，不可用go。I will come
 to see you和I will go
 to see you都可以说，但通常用come。在“来”和“去”对比的场合用go。例如：As you cannot come
 to see me, I will go
 to see you.

（2）He has asked me to come
 to see him和He has asked me to go
 to see him都可以说，但通常用come。在“来”和“去”对比的场合用go。例如：As he cannot come
 to see me, he has asked me to go
 to see him. He has asked me to go
 to see his brother里用go，但假使那哥哥或弟弟跟“他”在一起，也可以改用come。

（3）Shall you come
 to see him tomorrow?和Shall you go
 to see him tomorrow?都可以说，但用了come含有“我也将去”的意思。Will you come
 with me to see him?和Will you go
 with me to see him?都可以说，似乎用come普通些。


2．
 He has come
 from Shanghai是“他曾经从上海来”，He comes
 from Shanghai是“他是上海出身的人”。He comes
 of（或from）a peasant family（他是农民家庭出身的人）里用comes，不可用has come。 Where do
 you come
 from?是“你是什么地方的人？”Where have
 you come
 from?是“你刚从什么地方来？”


3．
 come（过去分词）有时被用作形容词，如He is come和Your time is come。is
 come着重在“已来”的状态，has
 come着重在“已来”的动作。is come现在不普通。

下面三句里的come都是过去分词用作形容词：

I am glad to hear of George come
 home.

The young man is an engineer come
 to consult my father.

This is one of my childhood reveries come
 real (成为了事实的)．


4．
 have come是“已经来而仍旧在这里”的意思，说“已经来（而又去了）”不可说have come，所以下面各句都不对：

He has come often recently.

He has come twice this week.

He has come only once.

该把各句里的come改作been here。

但have come and gone是可以说的，因为come and go是习语，作“来而复去”，“来来去去”或“一来就去”解。

Nobody has come是“没有人已经来到。”Nobody has been是“没有人来过”。


5．
 He has come
 for five days是“他已经来了，预备住五天”（不是“他已经来了五天”）。He has been coming
 for five days是“他已经有五天要来而未来了（实际不曾来）”。说“他已经来了五天”该说He has been here for five days。It is five days since he came (here)和He came (here) five days ago都没有“他仍旧在这里”的含意。


6．
 答应敲门的人，英国人通常说Come in!美国人通常说Come!


7．
 How comes
 it that you have lost your watch? How came
 this word to be used in this sense?等句并不比How does it come
 that...?How did
 this word come
 ...?等句不普通。在美国有How comes you have lost your watch?等句（没有it和that），在口语里往往不用comes
 而用come。


8．
 when（偶尔用if）it comes to（至于…，就…而论）里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以When it comes to writing
 short essays, you had better ask his advice里的writing不可改作write。come near to（几乎）里的to也是介词，所以He came near to making
 the mistake里的making不可改作make。


9．
 Come have supper with us和He asked me to come see him里的have和see前面省去to是习惯用法，但不及不省略普通。


10．
 下面两句意思相同：

He came to the house by inheritance.

The house came to him by inheritance.


11．
 I first met him five years ago, come
 the sixth of next month是“我在5年前的下个月6日第一次遇到他”。


12．
 come in useful是“证明为有用”，come in handy是“证明为在手头可用”。不可说come in convenient, come in useless, come in interesting等。


comedy
 统指“喜剧”，说comedy, the
 comedy或comedies
 都可以。


comic(al) 1．
 严格地说，comic是“把喜剧做目的或根源的”，就是“以使人发笑做目的的”，comical是“有喜剧般的影响的”，就是“使人发笑的”，comic的东西也许实际并不使人发笑，comical的东西也许实际并不要它使人发笑。如comic
 scene是“喜剧里的一场”，comical
 scene是“使人发笑的一场”。又如“滑稽报”是comic
 paper，不作comical
 paper，滑稽连环图画是comic
 strip，不作comical
 strip。不过现在很多人到处只用comic。


2．
 相当于comic和comical的副词都是comically。


coming
 该说the
 coming week, the
 coming year, the
 coming Monday等，不该说this
 coming week等。


command 1．
 command语气很强，如说上级“命令”下级。父母叫子女做什么事该用tell，不用command。


2．
 in
 command of是“统率…的”，under the
 command of是“被…所统率的”，如General Johnson was in
 command of the army和The army was under the
 command of General Johnson。under the
 command of里的the偶尔省去。


3．
 a good command of English里的command指“应用能力”，不指“知识”。


4．
 get command of, obtain command of和assume command of等表达方式里在command前面习惯没有the。


5．
 command不论用作名词或动词，后面的以that引导的从句里习惯用should或虚拟现在式，如He issued a command that each of them (should
 ) come
 at eight o'clock和He commanded that each of them (should
 ) come
 at eight o'clock。


commence
 参见begin 8



commencement 1．
 commencement在英国指剑桥大学和爱尔兰首都的Trinity College的博士和硕士学位授与典礼（每年举行一次）。在美国指任何学校的毕业典礼。


2．
 commencement前面往往没有the，如after commencement。


3．
 commencement在美国也指“毕业典礼的前后若干天”。例如：Commencement is a time of confusion.


comment 1．
 comment是不及物动词，后面接on或upon。在用作名词的时候后面也接on或upon。


2．
 comment用作抽象名词和类名词都可以，如Comment（抽象名词）is needless和He made a comment（类名词）or two on her essay。注意第二句里用make。


commentator
 commentator后面接on。例如：a commentator on
 the news of the day


commerce
 commerce指大规模的商业，尤其指都市间或国际间的。foreign commerce（对外贸易）跟foreign trade意思相同。


commission
 commission（委员会）比committee（委员会）范围大。说某人是某委员会的一员，在commission或committee前面用on。


commit
 commit myself（或yourself等）to（使自己不得免于）里的to是介词，所以后面该接动名词，如I committed myself to doing
 it at once里的doing不可改作do。但在美国也有用不定式的。


committee 1．
 a committee on
 foreign affairs等表达方式里用on。


2．
 参见commission



common 1．
 common通常作“寻常的”或“一般的”解。但要注意也有“低劣的”、“粗俗的”等意思，如This is common furniture和He showedcommon manners。在有可能被人误解的时候该避免用。


2．
 common sense, common knowledge和general knowledge三种表达方式意思不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）common sense（常识）是从经验得来的，不是从研究得来的，是多数人有的，不是“独得之秘”的。

（2）common knowledge（大家知道的事）是“在某范围内人人知道的事”，不指“天下人都知道的事”，如可以说It is common knowledge (among the teachers) that they will soon have a new headmaster，不可说It is common knowledge that two and two make four。

（3）general knowledge有时用作common knowledge解，但通常指“关于许多事项的普通知识”，是从研究或注意得来的，跟specialized knowledge（专门知识）相反。“常识测验”是general knowledge test。


3．
 common sense除在用作形容词时以外，不该写作common-sense。


commonly
 common有“共同的”或“共有的”的意思，但commonly没有“共同地”或“共有地”的意思，如可以说The two families have a common kitchen，不可说The two families have a kitchen commonly。但可以说The two families have a kitchen in common
 。


commonwealth
 在美国commonwealth往往指美国的任何一个州（state），如the commonwealth of Virginia。


communicate
 communicate with往往作“写信给…”解，不一定指“跟…互相通信”。例如：We shall communicate with you further as soon as we hear from them. 这种用法多用在商业信函和公文里。


communication 1．
 communication在商业信函和公文里作“信函”解。例如：We have received your communication of 14 May.在一般文字里该避免。


2．
 “交通部”叫做Ministry of Communications
 （复数形式）。这里Communications
 指一切means of communication（交通方法、交通工具）。注意means of communication里用单数形式communication。


3．
 说军队从后方到前方的“交通线”用line of communication或line of communications
 都可以。


communist(ic)
 参见-ist(ic)



community
 the
 community指“大众”，也就是统指“社会”，注意前面有the。society前面没有the。


compact
 不论说私人之间的“公约”或国家或团体之间的“公约”，现在用pact比用compact普通。例如：The two young men made a pact
 that they would confide their troubles to each other和They suggested a five-power peace pact。


company 1．
 company在用作“客人（们）”解的时候前面不用a或the，如We had company at dinner和He always has company on Saturday evenings.


2．
 company（公司）被看作单数或复数都可以。例如：The cinema company is
 （或are
 ）holding a meeting.但有and或&的该用作复数，例如：Smith and（或&）Company are
 holding a meeting注意不可同时用作单数和复数，如不可说The cinema company is
 holding their
 annual meeting或The cinema company are
 holding its
 annual meeting。


3．
 Company前面的有and（或&）或没有and（或&），不可随便，如Smith和若干人合办的公司叫做Smith and（或&）Company（就是说Smith和他人），但叫做The Smith Company也可以，没有姓的公司名，决不可用and（或&）。凡有and（或&）的，前面不可用The，如不可用The
 Smith and（或&）Company。凡没有and（或&）的，前面用The或不用The都可以。

Smith and（或&）Company, The Smith Company和Smith Company都只有一个姓，有时也有两个或三个姓的。例如：

Smith, Jones, and（或&）Company,

Smith and（或&）Jones Company,

The Smith and（或&）Jones Company（这里有The，也有and［或&］，注意那and［或&］后面并不直接接Company），

Smith, Jones, and（或&）Williams Company,

The Smith, Jones, and（或&）Williams Company


comparable
 参见compare 1



comparatively
 comparatively few和comparatively rich和comparatively well等表达方式里的few, rich, well等词不可改作fewer, richer, better等。


compare 1．
 严格地说，compare...with
 ...是“把…跟…比较”，compare...to
 ...是“把…比作…看待”，如He compares me with
 my brother和We may well compare the little girl to
 a kitten。习惯上在该用with的场合英美人也往往用to，但似乎没有在该用to的场合用with的。comparable后面接with或to跟compare相同。


2．
 compare在用作不及物动词作“值得比拟”或“比得上”解，后面只可接with，不可接to，如This cannot compare with
 that和How does this compare with
 that?


3．
 not to be compared with
 （或to
 ）作“比不上…的”解，用with或to都可以。


4．
 compare together
 里的together是多余的。


compass(es)
 说画圆形用的“两脚规”用compass, compasses
 或pair of compasses
 都可以。说“三个两脚规”可以说three compasses或three pairs of compasses。


compensate
 关于compensate和compensate for的用法，下面几点该注意：

（1）说“向（人）补偿”用compensate。例如：

How shall I compensate
 you for the loss?

We must compensate
 him for the time he spent in helping us.

（2）说“补偿（损失、缺乏等）”用compensate for比用compensate普通得多。例如：

Nothing can compensate
 (for
 ) the loss of one's health.

No other qualities can compensate
 (for
 ) the absence of this one.

Industry often compensates
 (for
 ) the lack of ability.

（3）说“一个东西”补偿或抵偿“另一个东西”用compensate和compensate for都可以。例如：

Industry often compensates
 (for
 ) ability.

No amount of learning rules can compensate
 (for
 ) practice.


competence
 competence（能力）后面接不定式，如his competence to conduct
 the school。


competency
 competency不及competence普通。


competent
 可以说He is competent to teach grammar。不可说He is so
 competent as
 to teach grammar。He is competent enough
 to teach grammar是可以说的，但这里的enough修饰competent，并不被to teach grammar修饰，跟He is kind enough to help me的结构不同。


complain
 complain是不及物动词，后面接of，如He complains of
 the naughty boy, He complains of
 the food和He complains of
 indigestion（他说他消化不良）。有时complain后面接以that引导的从句。例如：He complains that
 his son does not work hard enough.


complex
 inferiority complex（自卑情结），maternal complex（母性情结）等表达方式里的complex是类名词，所以下面两句里的an和a不可省去：

He was overawed by his friend's learning and had something like an
 inferiority complex.

She soon developed a
 maternal complex towards her sister's son.


complicate(d)
 complicate用作形容词现在很不普通，该用complicated
 。


compliment 1．
 说“问候”该用复数形式compliments
 ，如He made（或paid，或sent）his compliments
 to me和Please accept the book with my compliments
 。


2．
 compliment不论用作名词或动词都可能是诚恳的致敬或只是形式上的致敬。


3．
 compliment（动词）后面接表示人的词，那表示事件的词前用on。例如：Allow me to compliment you on
 your perfect pronunciation.


composition 1．
 composition在用作“作文”解的时候是抽象名词，前面不可加上a或the，也没有复数形式。a
 composition是“一篇作文”，the
 composition是“这篇作文”，compositions
 是“多篇作文”。My
 composition是“我的一篇作文”，不是“我的作文的能力”，说“我不善于作文”不可说My composition is not good（或is bad），该说I am not good（或am bad）at
 composition。说“作文”不可说write composition，该说write或write compositions
 。但composition writing和written composition都可以说。


2．
 composition book在英国通常是“作文教科书”，在美国通常是“作文练习簿”。


comprise
 下面第一句是正常的英语，第二句不妥，第三句是错误的：

The book comprises five chapters.

The book comprises a chapter on present-day English usage.（最好把comprises改作contains）

The book is comprised of five chapters.（该改作第一句，或把is comprised of改作consists of或is composed of）


conceal(ment) 1．
 conceal不及hide普通，但concealment比hiding普通。


2．
 conceal是及物动词，不可用作不及物动词，如They concealed themselves in the wood里的themselves不可省去。


concede
 concede有时带有双宾语。例如：The master of the house conceded me the right to use the front door.


conceivable
 the best way conceivable和the best conceivable way都可以说。every precaution conceivable和every conceivable precaution也都可以说。


conceive
 在idea, thought, notion, opinion, plan, scheme, purpose, affection, dislike, feeling等词前面用conceive，不用conceive of
 ，但下面各句里用of普通些：

I cannot conceive of
 him as a genius.

I can hardly conceive of
 your doing such a thing.

We do not conceive of
 any sort of god.


concept(ion)
 concept是“概念”，原来是哲学名词。现在用得比较广泛，但跟conception比较起来，总是带着一些学理的成分。如假使把I had no conception of the importance of the task里的conception改作concept，便不自然。I wonder whether birds have the concept of climbing里用concept比用conception普通。The concept of obligation can be expressed by the use of such words as 'ought' and 'should'里用concept也比用conception普通。


concern(ed) 1．
 So
 far as...is（或are等）concerned（就…而论）比as
 far as...is（或are等）concerned普通，比so far as concerns...或as concerns...更普通。注意so far as concerns
 ...和as concerns
 两种表达方式里用concerns
 ，不可用concern。


2．
 He was concerned to hear of her ill health里的to hear表示原因，He was concerned to improve her health里的to improve表示目的。


3．
 He was concerned about
 the matter是“他为了这件事关心或担心”。He was concerned in
 the matter是“他参与了这件事”。He was concerned with
 the matter是“他跟这件事有关”或“他参与了这件事”。


4．
 concerned with作“跟…有关”解，用处很广。例如：

Everybody is concerned with politics.

A dictionary is concerned with words and phrases as such rather than with the things they stand for.

The lectures are intended to help all who are concerned with the conducting of literacy classes.

The book is concerned with the myths of the land.

The story is concerned with a national hero.

His sketches are concerned with his observations as a Chinese visitor in Europe.

The conference is concerned with big problems of the day.

Your questions concerned with social development are very interesting.


5．
 be concerned with和concern往往意思相同，concerned with往往和concerning意思相同。例如：





6．
 everybody concerned（每个有关的人），all concerned（有关各方）和the department concerned（有关部门）各种表达方式里的concerned等于that is concerned, who are concerned和that（或which）is concerned，实际上不可把that is等写出。


7．
 your concern for
 me是“你对于我的关怀”，your concern over
 me是“你对于我的担心”。


8．
 To whom it may concern或To Whom It May Concern用在不指明收信者是谁的信里，当作salutation（代Dear Sir等），作“这信是给任何有关系的人看的”解。这种信通常没有信尾客套语，如Yours very truly。


9．
 关于a concerned air（关切的神情）等，参见much 3 (5) E



conciseness
 conciseness比concision普通。concision原来主要是文艺批评家用的词，但现在似乎比以前用得多。


concision
 参见conciseness



conclude
 conclude后面接不定式（决定…）现在在英国很不普通，但在美国很普通。例如：We concluded to take
 the house.


conclusion
 He says something amusing in conclusion to
 the chapter里的to可以改作of。


condense(d)
 condensed story是“把某故事缩短而成的故事”，不是“被缩短的原故事”，参见revise(d) 2
 。注意This story is condenced from
 an old long novel里用from。


condescend(ing)
 condescend在一般词典里注作“谦让”或“垂顾”。其实condescending（现在分词用作形容词）往往有“故意做出垂顾的样子”的意思，就是“把自己看作身份比对方高些而做出谦让的样子”，也就是“在谦让里含有骄傲”。例如：He had a haughty and condescending manner.


condescension
 可以说He had an air of assurance（傲慢）almost amounting to condescension。参见condescend(ing)



condition 1．
 in good condition, in perfect condition, in firstclass condition, in bad condition, in poor condition等表达方式里都没有a。in a
 filthy condition, in a
 horrible condition, in a
 serious condition等表达方式里都有a。似乎在笼统地说“好”或“坏”的时候不用a，但在说明“怎样的”的时候用a。


2．
 under（或in）favourable conditions, under（或in）unfavourable conditions
 , under（或in）difficult conditions
 , under（或in） present conditions
 , under（或in）existing conditions
 等表达方式里都用复数形式conditions
 。这里的conditions指“环境”，在1里所说的condition指“情况”。“环境”会影响“情况”。例如：The oranges, which are now in good condition
 , may soon rot under present conditions
 .


3．
 I will allow you to use my library on
 this condition里用on。


4．
 I will allow you to use my library on condition of your not taking any book away里在condition前面习惯没有the。


5．
 on condition that...（把…做条件）在condition前面偶尔有the。但假使condition前面加上形容词，必须有the。例如：on the
 express condition that...


6．
 下面每组里的各句意思相同：








condole 1．
 condole是不及物动词，后面接with，那表示事件的词的前面用on或upon。例如：He condoled with
 her (up
 ) on the death of her child.


2．
 condole大都用在“吊唁”，但有时也用在“慰问病人”等。


condolence 1．
 往往该用复数形式。例如：Present my condolences
 to your brother.

比较下面两句：

Please accept my sincere condolences
 on the occasion of your sad bereavement.

Please accept the expression of my sincere condolence on the occasion of your sad bereavement.


2．
 condolence大都用在“吊唁”，但有时也用在“慰问病人”等。


conduct 1．
 conduct通常前面没有a，也没有复数形式conducts
 。


2．
 参见behaviour 2



conference
 He is in conferenc和The professor is in conference with a student等句子里的conference（注意前面没有a）指“会谈”，并没有“开会”的意思。


confess 1．
 confess可以把crime, debt, fault, guilt, secret, sin等词做宾语。这些词都指显然不利于自己的东西。假使那东西并不是显然不利于自己，那末习惯上在confess后面加上to。例如：I confess to
 my inability to understand it和He confessed to
 a slight acquaintance with the barber用了crime, debt等而用to的也有，但不很普通。


2．
 confess后面通常接to和动名词，不接不定式，如通常说I confess to loving
 her和He confessed to having
 seen me before。很少说I confess to love
 her或He confessed to have
 seen me before。


confide 1．
 confide in
 him是“信任他而向他吐露秘密”。confide the secret to
 him是“把这秘密告诉他”。confide不可把指人的词做宾语。


2．
 confide可以把以that引导的从句做宾语。例如：He confided to me that
 he had met her many times before.


confidence 1．
 confidence in
 him是“对于他的信任”。his confidence是“他对于别人的信任”。the
 confidence of
 the man是“这个男子对于别人的信任”。in
 his confidence是“被他信任或参与他的机密”。He took her into
 his confidence是“他信任她而向她吐露秘密”。


2．
 Gradually there came confidences
 between them and at last absolute confidence里的confidences
 是“秘密话”，confidence是“（互相）信任”。


3．
 confidence后面有时接以that引导的从句。 例如：We had absolute confidence that
 the scientific exploration would prove a great success.


confident 1．
 confident后面接of或以that引导的从句，不接不定式，如可以说I am confident of
 success（或succeeding）和I am confident that
 I shall succeed，不可说I am confident to succeed
 。


2．
 confident, confidential和confiding不同。confident是“自信的”，也转作“自高自大的”解。confidential是“秘密相告的”，“（表示）以秘密相告的”，或“被人以秘密相告的”，如confidential correspondence（秘密通信），a confidential tone（表示信任的语气）和confidential secretary（机要秘书）。confiding是“轻信人言的”。


confidential
 参见confident 2



confiding
 参见confident 2



confine
 I must confine myself to giving
 only a few names和Her kindness to us is not confined to visiting
 us里的to是介词，giving和visiting不可改作give和visit。


conform
 不论用作及物动词或不及物动词，conform后面接to。例如：You must try to conform your manners to
 those of the natives和This phrase does not conform to
 present-day usage在用作不及物动词的时候后面有时接with，但不很普通。


confront
 confront
 a difficulty通常是“抵抗某种困难”，偶尔是“面临着某种困难”，be confronted with
 a difficulty是“面临着某种困难”。


congratulate 1．
 congratulate后面接指被庆贺的人的词，那表示事件的词的前面通常用on，偶尔用for。例如：I congratulate you on
 （偶尔用for
 ）your graduation和He wrote to congratulate her on
 （偶尔用for
 ）being chosen as a model worker。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

I congratulate you on producing
 a new English grammar.

I congratulate you on having produced
 a new English grammar.


congratulation
 往往用复数形式congratulations。例如：Please accept my congratulations
 on
 your graduation.注意congratulations后面用on。Congratulations
 on
 ...!是惯用的省略句。例如：Congratulations
 on your graduation!


congress 1．
 Congress（指美国国会）前面通常没有the，有时有the（在议员们的用语里通常有the）。但在the
 American Congress, the
 U. S. Congress和the
 Congress of the United States里有the。


2．
 关于member of Congress，参见member 2



conqueror
 英国所说的the
 Conqueror指1066年征服英国的William, Duke of Normandy。他在那年即王位，在历史上叫做William 1。


conquest
 英国所说的the
 Conquest指1066年英国被William, Duke of Normandy所征服。参见conqueror



conscience 1．
 统指“良心”在conscience前面没有the，如the voice of conscience和according to conscience。


2．
 He has a good（或clear）conscience是“他问心无愧”。He has a bad（或guilty）conscience是“他问心有愧”。跟“他是好意”（He has good will）和“他是恶意”（He has ill will）不同。


conscious
 conscious后面接of或以that引导的从句。例如：He is conscious of
 his own faults和He is conscious that
 he is in fault。


consent 1．
 consent是不及物动词，后面接to或不定式。例如：Will you consent to
 this suggestion?和Will you consent to give
 him another chance?第二句里的give改作giving也可以。


2．
 consent（名词）后面接to或不定式，如my consent to
 the proposal和my consent to consider
 the proposal。

比较下面两句：

The boy has got his mother's consent to take him to the pictures.（take属于母亲）

The boy has got his mother's consent to go to the pictures.（go属于男孩）


consequence 1．
 往往用复数形式consequences
 。例如：The consequences
 will be of great importance.


2．
 in consequence of里没有the。


consequential
 a consequential man现在是“一个自高自大的人”，跟a man of consequence（一个有声望的人）不同。


consider 1．
 下面各句意思相同：

I consider him clever.

I consider him to be
 clever.

I consider him a clever man.

I consider him to be
 a clever man.

虽然有人以为不该说I consider him as
 clever和I consider him as
 a clever man，事实上很普通。

Considered as
 a poet, he does not deserve much praise里的as不可省去，这里as作“就…而论”解。


2．
 consider在用作“拟…”解的时候后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I have often considered going
 to college，不可说I have often considered to go
 to college。


considerable 1．
 considerable在用作“很多的”解的时候在英国通常指无形的东西，如attention和pleasure，但在美国往往指有形的东西，如coffee和salt。不论在英美，那所指的东西一定是不可数的，如可以说considerable pleasure，不可说considerable pleasures
 。


2．
 considerable在美国往往用作名词，作“大量”解。例如：Considerable of his time was spent in reading.


considerate
 considerate后面接of。例如：He is always considerate of
 her wishes.


consideration
 1. in consideration of（注意没有the）后面所接的词必须是褒义的，不可以是贬义的，如可以说In consideration of previous good
 conduct, he was pardoned，不可说In consideration of previous bad
 conduct, he was not pardoned。


2．
 on
 no consideration和under
 no consideration都作“决不”解，用on比用under普通。注意On（或under）no consideration should we
 give up the work里用should we，不用we should。


3．
 take into consideration（考虑到、顾及）里的consideration前面不可加上my, your等词。


considering
 considering从现在分词转作介词，作“鉴于…”解。例如：You write very well considering your age（就你的年龄而论，你可算写得很好）和You write very well considering how young you are。因为是participle，所以后面也可以接以that引导的从句。例如：You write very well, considering that
 you are so young. 有时considering被用作副词似的，作considering the circumstances解。例如：You write very well, considering.（就情形而论，你可算写得很好。）


consist 1．
 consist of
 和consist in
 不同。consist of
 是“由…组成”。例如：The essay consists of
 ten paragraphs和Water consists of
 oxygen and hydrogen。consist in
 是“在于”或“存在于”。例如：Virtue consists in
 being good和Correct English consists in
 the correct use of words and phrases。


2．
 consist of
 和contain不同。consist of
 后面接全体的各部分，contain后面接全体的一部分。例如：The essay, which consists of
 ten paragraphs, contains
 two paragraphs of description.不过在说到容积或重量的时候consist of和contain意思相同。例如：A gallon consists of
 （或contains
 ）four quarts.


constantly
 constantly用在进行时态里跟always用在进行时态里相仿。例如：He is constantly writing to his friends for advice.参见always 1, 2, 3



construction(al) 1．
 construction是“建设”，reconstruction是“（破坏以后的）重新建设”。“城市建设”是urban construction。“基本建设”是capital construction。


2．
 constructional
 work（建筑工程）比construction work普通，但construction worker（建筑工人）似乎比constructional
 worker普通。


consult 1．
 consult him是“向他请教”或“问他”，consult with
 him是“跟他商量”。书是不会说话的，所以通常说consult the book, consult with
 the book（把书看作人）比较少见。


2．
 不可说consult his opinion，该说consult him。


3．
 “在某词典里查某词”该说consult the dictionary，不该说consult the word。但是说“在词典里查某词，根据那个词研究另一个词”便可以用consult the word来表达。例如：If you consult that word, you will understand this one.


4．
 consulting physician是“顾问医生”，consulting engineer是“顾问工程师”，都是被人consult的，不是consult别人的。


consumer
 consumers' goods（消费品）和consumer goods都可以说。


consummate
 consummate a marriage并不作“结婚”或“成婚”解，其实是“以性行为完成婚事”。


contact 1．
 come into
 contact with和come in
 contact with都作“跟…接触”解。似乎用into比用in普通。


2．
 contact在英国通常作单数形式。但在美国往往把复数形式contacts
 用作“联系”或“接触”解。例如：I have had many contacts
 with these men.


3．
 contact现在普遍用作动词，作“跟…联系”或“跟…接触”解。例如：During my stay in the city I contacted several teachers.原来是美国用法。


4．
 contact用作名词和动词有下面几点该注意：

（1）用作名词有时指“被联系或接触的人”。例如：I have got this information from one of my contacts, who used to live overseas.

（2）用作及物动词除了作“跟…联系或接触”解以外往往作“跟（无线电台）通信”或“跟…交战”解。

（3）把用作及物动词的种种意思里的宾语省去了便是用作不及物动词。例如：They arranged to contact again as soon as possible.


5．
 make contact with（跟…联系）似乎是最近几年才有的。


contagion
 contagion和infection不同。contagion是“跟病人直接或间接接触而发生的传染”，infection是“通过空气、水等发生的传染”。但说“感染”或“蔓延”contagion和infection很少区别，如the contagion of enthusiasm（热情的感染）和the infection of enthusiasm都可以说。contagion着重在感染的迅速，infection着重在感染的锐不可当。


contagious
 contagious
 disease是“跟病人直接或间接接触而传染的病”，infectious
 disease是“通过空气、水等传染的病”。infectious disease未必是contagious disease。但说“感染性的”或“蔓延的”contagious和infectious很少区别。例如：Laughter is contagious和Laughter is infectious都可以说。参见contagion



contemn
 contemn（轻视）极不普通，该用despise。


contemplate
 contemplate在用作“企图”、“打算”解的时候后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He contemplates visiting
 Africa，不可说He contemplates to visit
 Africa。这种用法只用于重大的事，不可用于日常小事，如不可说He contemplates going to the pictures（去看电影）。


contemptible
 contemptible和contemptuous不同。contemptible是“该被轻视的”或“可鄙的”，contemptuous是“感觉或表示轻视的”或“轻视他人或任何东西的”。例如：His contemptuous
 attitude towards us is contemptible
 . （他轻视我们的态度是可鄙的。）


contemptuous 1．
 contemptuous后面接of。例如：She seems to be contemptuous of
 our advice.


2．
 参见contemptible



content 1．
 content（单数形式）是“容量”或“要旨”，contents
 （复数形式）是“内容”。如一个斗的content是一斗，在里头只有一升东西的时候它的contents
 是一升。又如一本语法书的content是语法，但它的contents
 是若干章或若干语法规则和例子。


2．
 说一篇文章或一本书的“内容”（如说“形式和内容”或“思想内容”）该用content。例如：

The essay is excellent both in form and in content.

The content of the article is not clear.

The story has plenty of thought content.

We must base our judgement on the content of the book.

All these stories have a revolutionary content.


3．
 contents
 noted（来信的内容已经被注意了）和contents
 duly noted是商业信函里的陈套语。在一般通信里该避免。


4．
 contents
 （目次、目录）跟table of contents
 意思相同。说“一个目录”偶尔用a
 contents
 。例如：A
 complete contents
 is to be found in Volume I.


5．
 content（形容词）和contented都是“知足的”，但下面几点该注意：

（1）content是表语形容词，不用在定语用法里，如可以说He is content
 with a little，不可说He is a content
 man，该说He is a contented
 man。

（2）用在表语用法里content着重在“无所它求”的意思，contented着重在“被使满足”的意思，是动词content的过去分词。现在content比contented普通，下面各句里用content比用contented自然：

Never be content(ed
 ) with your first draft, always revise it.

We must not rest content(ed
 ) with these victories.

I shall be quite content(ed
 ) if you will continue to help me.

She is always happy and content(ed
 ).

（3）content后面接不定式作“因为别无它法而愿意…的”解。例如：I should be content to remain
 where I am. contented用在这种结构里不普通。


6．
 content（知足），contentedness，contentment和contentness不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）除在to my（或his等）heart's content（尽情地、心满意足地）中必须用content以外，content现在不普通。

（2）content跟contentedness的不同，相当于content跟contented的不同。

（3）contentment跟content相同，但比content普通。

（4）contentness极不普通，不该用它。


7．
 I must content myself with
 answering only part of your questions里的with不可改作by。


contented
 参见content 5



contentedness
 参见content 6



contentment
 参见content 6



contentness
 参见content 6



continent
 在英国所说the
 Continent（或作the
 continent）指欧洲大陆，前面用on（有时用upon），不用in，如：He spent three years on
 the Continent. 也可说on the continent of Europe。在美国所说的the
 Continent（有时作the
 c
 ontinent）指北美洲，也往往指美国革命时代的那些州（state）。


continual
 continual，continued和continuous不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）continual只指时间，continued和continuous指时间和空间都可以。

（2）continual是“频繁的”，continuous是“不断的”。如There was continual
 rain for an hour，并不是说“持续下雨一小时”，也许是每隔一分钟下雨一分钟，一共下了三十分钟，There was continuous
 （或continued
 ）rain for an hour是“持续下雨一小时”。可以说The continual
 noise gave me a continuous
 headache。

（3）continued比continous着重“被使持续不断的”的意思。例如：this year's continued
 development（今年的持续发展）。


continually
 continually用在进行时态里跟always用在进行时态里相仿。例如：She is continually ringing me up to ask how I am getting on with my work. 参见always 1，2，3



continuance
 continuance，continuation和continuity不同。continuance指“自动的继续”，continuation指“被动的继续”，continuity指“继续性”。用英语讲，continuance相当于不及物动词continue，continuation相当于及物动词continue，continuity相当于形容词continuous。可以说After a long continuance
 of poor health, he found continuation
 of work tiring since it required continuity
 of attention。


continuation 1．
 参见continuance



2．
 the
 continuation of
 the book是“这本书的被加续篇”（指这一回事），a
 continuation to
 the book是“这本书的续篇”。


continue 1．
 continue on
 和still
 continue该避免，用continue够了。


2．
 continue后面接不定式比接现在分词普通，如The baby continued to cry
 all night比The baby continued crying
 all night普通。把continue看作及物动词而把那现在分词看作动名词也说得通。


3．
 continue后面不论接不定式或现在分词，都作“不停地…”解，不作“（在停止后）继续…”解，如可以说The baby continued to cry（或crying）all night
 ，不可说The baby continued to cry（或crying）at eleven o'clock
 。也不可说When I got back home, I continued to write（或writing）the letter或He will continue to help（或helping）her as soon as she starts on a new problem。第一句可以改作When I got back at home, I resumed
 writing the letter. 第二句可以改作He will begin
 to help her again
 as soon as she starts on a new problem。


4．
 continue在用作“（在停止后）继续…”解的时候，它的宾语通常是story，article，narrative，speech，discourse，journey，voyage等。例如：The author will continue the story in another volume和Will the article be continued in the next number of the magazine?


5．
 continue（不及物动词）有时有表语。例如：The weather continued fine
 . 和His temper continued uncertain
 .


continued
 参见continual



continuity
 参见continuance



continuous
 参见continual



contraband
 contraband统指一切禁运物品，不指一种或一件禁运物品，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式，如在Is this contraband? 里不可在contraband前面加上a，All these are contraband里的contraband不可改作复数形式contrabands
 。


contradict
 contradict比deny语气重。deny the rumour是“否认这谣言”，只是“说并没有这回事”，contradict the rumour是“辟谣”，有“声明跟事实恰恰相反”的意思。


contradiction 1．
 contradiction in
 terms（矛盾语）比contradiction of
 terms普通。


2．
 说“阶级矛盾”通常用复数形式class contradictions
 。


contradistinction
 in contradistinction from
 和in contradistinction to
 都作“跟…对比”解。


contrary 1．
 on
 the contrary是状语短语，通常作“极不那样”（far from that）解，用在从句或句子的开首，有时也用在从句或句子的主语的后面。例如：

He does not dislike her; on
 the contrary, he is in love with her.

He does not dislike her. On
 the contrary; he is in love with her.

He does not dislike her; he is, on
 the contrary, in love with her.

He does not dislike her. He is, on
 the contrary, in love with her.


on
 the contrary有时也作“在另一方面”解，必须用在主语后面，不可用在它的前面，如可以说He likes her; she, on
 the contrary, dislikes him。不可说He likes her; on
 the contrary, she dislikes him。假使用on the other hand，说...; she, on the other hand, dislikes him或...; on the other hand, she dislikes him都可以。


2．
 to
 the contrary是形容词短语或状语短语，作“相反的、相反地”解。例如：Can you produce any evidence to
 the contrary? 和I shall come to see you on Wednesday unless I hear to
 the contrary. （假使我并不接到你的信，叫我不要在星期三来看你，我将在星期三来看你。）


3．
 contrary to...往往被用作状语短语，作“跟…相反地”或“不利于…地”解。例如：Contrary to expectation, the girl came back at last和We must not act contrary to the interests of the people。决不可把contrary改作contrarily
 。


contrast 1．
 In contrast with
 和in contrast to
 都作“和…作对比”或“和…大不相同”解，后者较普通。


2．
 在用作“对比的东西”（就是“相反的东西”）解的时候，contrast后面通常接to，偶尔接with。例如：Black is a contrast to
 （或with
 ）white和She is a contrast to
 （或with
 ）her mother in temper.


3．
 说“跟…对比”（就是“跟…对照”）用contrast现在远不及用contrast with普通，如The flowers contrast with
 the grass里的with不该省去。


contribute 1．
 contribute不论用作及物动词或不及物动词后面现在通常接to和动名词，很少接不定式。例如：They contributed much time to founding
 （很少to found
 ）a university. 和Exercise will contribute greatly to improving
 （很少to improve
 ）your health.


2．
 contribute of
 ...作“贡献…的一部分”解。例如：Every one of them is ready to contribute of
 his talent.


contrive 1．
 contrive后面通常接不定式，作“居然做到…”（指成功的事）或“竟然弄得…”（指糟糕的事）解。例如：He contrived to finish
 the work before sunset. 和He contrived to lose
 his ticket. 注意第一句是“他居然做到在日落以前完成那工作”。contrived to finish有succeeded in finishing的意思。He contrived to finish the work before sunset, but he failed
 是讲不通的。


2．
 contrive（居然做到）后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should。例如：Her father contrived that
 she should
 complete her college course.


control
 in control of...（管理…）里没有the。under the
 control of...（受…的管理）里有the。under parental control, under government control等表达方式里没有the。


convenience
 at
 your convenience, at
 your early convenience（得便务请）和at
 your earliest convenience（得便务请）都是信函里的常用语。例如：Please let me know at
 your（early或earliest）convenience. 有人以为上述各种表达方式都用得太多，最好改用as soon as you can。


convenient 1．
 convenient是“使人感觉便利的”，不是“感觉便利的”，如可以说It is convenient for me to call on him，不可说I am convenient to call on him或I am convenient in calling on him。


2．
 比较下面四句：

If it is convenient to
 （有时用for
 ）you, please call at two o'clock.

If it is convenient to
 （有时用for
 ）you, I will call at two o'clock。

I hope it will be convenient for
 （偶尔用to
 ）you to call at two o'clock.

I hope it will be convenient to
 you for
 me to call (on you) at two o'clock.


3．
 It will be convenient to know him可能有两个意思：“要认识他是不难的”或“认识了他将有所便利”。


4．
 不可说It will be convenient that
 I shall call at two o'clock，该说It will be convenient for me
 to call at two o'clock。


conversation
 说“（跟…）进行谈话”不可说take
 a conversation，该把take改作hold或have。但I found it difficult to make
 conversation和He did not ask any more questions or make
 any more conversation里的make不可改作hold或have。


conversation(al)ist
 现在通常用conversationalist。


converse
 converse（谈话）不论用作名词或动词现在都不普通，最好不用。


convict
 convict（证明或宣判…有罪）后面接指人的词，再接of和表示罪的词，不可直接接表示罪的词，如可以说They convicted him of
 theft，不可说They convicted his theft。


convince
 convince（使…深信）后面接指人的词，再接of和表示使他深信的事的词，或再接以that引导的从句。例如：We hope to convince him of
 our sincerity. 和We hope to convince him that
 we are sincere.


cook
 cook（炊事员）在英国通常指女子。说“男炊事员”往往用man cook。


cook(ery)-book 1．
 cookery-book（烹饪书）是英国英语，cookbook是美国英语。


cool
 参见chilly 2



co(-)operate
 co(-)operate mutually
 , co(-)operate jointly
 , co(-)operate together
 和co(-)operate with each other
 （或one another
 ）该避免，单用co(-)operate够了。


co(-)operation
 mutual
 co(-)operation, joint
 co(-)operation和co(-)operation with each other
 （或one another
 ）该避免，单用co(-)operation够了。


copy 1．
 可以说a letter in
 three copies（一封一式三份的信），但不可说a book in
 five thousand copies。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

The book was published at ¥10 a copy
 . （这本书出版每本10元。）

The book was published at ¥10 the copy
 .

The book was published at ¥10.


copy(-)book
 copy(-)book在英国现在是“习字帖”，但在美国除了习字帖以外也指“（文件等的）副本合订本”在英国叫copying-book。


copyright 1．
 copyright（版权、著作权）原来是抽象名词，但有时也用a
 copyright或copyrights。


2．
 注意the copyright in
 these publications里用in。偶尔用on。


3．
 This book is copyrighted是英国说法，copyrighted是过去分词。This book is copyright是美国说法，copyright是形容词。


cordially
 cordially在美国时常用在信函的信尾客套语里，如Yours cordially。在英国没有这种用法。


corn
 在英国corn统指“谷类”，在英格兰往往指小麦，在苏格兰和爱尔兰往往指燕麦（oats）。在美国和澳洲只指玉蜀黍（maize或Indian corn）。不论指什么，corn前面不可加a，也没有复数形式corns
 。在作“一粒米”的“粒”解的时候前面可以加a，而且有复数形式corns
 。例如：a
 corn of rice和three corns
 of wheat


corner 1．
 说“180度以上的角”在英国通常说at
 the corner，有时说on
 the corner或round
 the corner，在美国通常说on
 the corner，有时说around
 the corner。说“在180度以下的角”用in
 the corner。如南北街和东西街相交的地方共有四个角，照理每角有270度，在英国用at，但在美国往往用on。方形教室也有四个角，照理每角有90度，用in。


2．
 说两条街的转角处，该说the corner of
 ... and...，不该说the corner between
 ... and...两条街相交的地方共有四个角，所以照理该说one of the
 corners of... and... 或a
 corner of... and...，但习惯上说the
 corner of... and...


correct 1．
 He has corrected the essay和He has corrected the mistakes in the essay都可以说。He has corrected her for bad grammar也可以说。


2．
 注意He corrected 'on' to 'in'里用to。


correction
 correction和correctness不同。correction是“改正”或“改正点”。例如：The correction of the essay took two hours. 和He has made many corrections in the essay. correctness是“正确性”。例如：I doubt the correctness of this sentence.


correctness
 参见correction



correspond 1．
 “相当于…”该说correspond to
 ，不可说correspond with
 ，如The wings of a bird correspond to
 the arms of a man里的to不可改作with。


2．
 说“跟…符合”说correspond with
 或correspond to
 都可以。例如：Does the description correspond with
 （或to
 ）the thing?


3．
 说“当（某报）的通信员”该用correspond for
 。例如：He used to correspond for
 an English-language newspaper.


correspondence
 correspondence有时指“互通的信件（总称）”。例如：Their correspondence has been published. 注意不用复数形式correspondences
 。但可以说His letters form one of the most interesting correspondences ever published。a
 correspondence是常见的。例如：He has a
 heavy correspondence to attend to.


correspondent 1．
 correspondent指“写信者”，my correspondent是“写信给我者”，不是“我写信给他的人”。


2．
 good correspondent是“勤于写信者”，bad correspondent是“懒于写信者”。


3．
 说“某报的通信员”在correspondent后面接for，on或of都可以，例如：a correspondent for
 （或on
 ，或of
 ）the People's Daily



cost 1．
 at the cost of（以…为代价）后面接的词通常表示损失或花费的东西。例如：life，health，time和money。但有时也接表示被遭受的东西的词。例如：discomfort，hardship，misery和suffering。at the cost of losing
 his life和at the cost of his life意思相同。at the cost of leaving
 your meaning vague和at the cost of the clearness of your meaning也意思相同。


2．
 at all costs（不惜任何代价、无论如何）比at any cost普通。


3．
 cost原来是不及物动词，This cost me much money里的me是间接宾语，money是状语宾语。不过这种结构很特别，为便利起见，不妨把cost看作及物动词，me看作间接宾语，money看作直接宾语。但注意This cost me much money决不可改作This cost much money to（或for）me，也不可改作I was cost much money（by this）或Much money was cost me (by this)。


4．
 cost的状语宾语（或直接宾语）通常是表示损失或花费掉的东西的词。例如：life，health，time和money。但有时也接表示被遭受的东西的词。例如：discomfort，hardship，misery和suffering。The accident cost him his life
 和The accident cost him the loss of his life
 意思相同。


cottage
 cottage原来指“简陋的小屋”。但现在也指乡偶尔海滨的“别墅”，在英国指小些的，在美国竟有指很大的。这用法相当于我国从前的“小筑”或“草堂”，过去富人的别墅，不论怎样宽大，也可以叫“小筑”，不论怎样华丽，也可以叫“草堂”。


cotton 1．
 说“棉布”或“棉织物”该说cotton或cotton cloth，不可说cloth of cotton。


2．
 cotton clothes和cotton garment(s)都指“棉布衣”，不指“棉衣”。说“棉衣”该说wadded
 clothes或wadded
 garment(s)。那棉衣里的“棉絮”叫cotton wool，cotton wadding或wadding，不叫cotton。


cough
 cough通常并不统指“咳嗽”，a
 cough是“一声咳嗽”或“一种咳嗽”，如可以说He gave a
 cough和He suffered from a
 bad cough，不可说He had much
 cough。cough用作抽象名词是极少见的。例如：She is now free from cough.


could
 参见can



counsel 1．
 counsel是“辩护律师”，指一人或多人都可以。如Their counsel was
 a learned man和Their counsel were
 all learned men。没有复数形式。


2．
 counsel指“劝告”原来是抽象名词，但有时也用a
 counsel或复数形式counsels
 。例如：a
 wise counsel和wise counsels



count 1．
 count在用作“把…看作…”解的时候，它的宾语的后面不用as比用as普通，如He counted himself lucky和This is generally counted of no importance里在lucky和of前面不用as比用as普通。


2．
 I count (up
 )on
 you to
 come（我指望你会来）和I count (up
 )on
 your coming意思相同。


countenance
 countenance是“面容”，着重在表情，并不指“面部”，如可以说There are marks of sadness in his countenance，不可说There are scars in his countenance。


counting-house
 （或countinghouse，
 或counting house
 ）按理counting-house（账房）该是一宅，counting-room（账房）该是一间。但事实上不论一宅或一间，在英国通常用counting-house，在美国通常用counting-room。


counting-room
 （或counting room
 ）参见counting-house



country 1．
 我国春秋和战国时代的“国”是state，不是country。


2．
 the
 country通常指“乡村”，但在英国有时指“伦敦以外的国土”。


3．
 this
 country是“这个国家”，不指乡村。native country通常是“本国”，极少指“本乡”。my（或your等）country是“我（或你）的国家”，不是“我（或你）的本乡”。


4．
 在用作“乡村”解的时候，country前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。


5．
 a tract of smiling country, a stretch of sweet country, miles of densely wooded country, the scenery of mountainous country等表达方式里的country指“（涉及地理、风景、土壤等项的）地”。偶尔用a
 country。例如：a
 country of extensive views, bounded in the distance by bare mountains.


country-house
 （或country house
 ）country-house是“乡间的住宅”，通常有围地和园圃，并不泛指任何“乡间的屋”。


countryman
 his countryman（他的同国人）跟his fellow countryman意思相同。countryman有时也指“同乡”。


countryside
 countryside有时统指“乡村”。例如：this expanse of countryside，miles of countryside和in open countryside。


county 1．
 英国分成若干county，美国分成若干state，每一个state（除Louisiana以外）分成若干county。所以英国的county相当于我国的“省”，美国的county相当于我国的“县”。但就面积而论，美国的county并不比英国的county小。


2．
 在英国说the county of...，不说... County，如可以说the county of Kent，不可说Kent County。在美国说... County，不说the county of ...，如可以说Henrico County，不可说the county of Henrico。在爱尔兰说County...。例如：County Tipperary。


3．
 county的首府在英国叫county town，在美国叫county seat。


4．
 中国的“县”现在通常译作county，如Baoshan County（宝山县）。


couple 1．
 a couple of...作“两个…”解，不一定有“成对”的意思。在美国有时也指“两三个…”。在口语里有时省去of，例如a couple minutes和a couple more chairs


2．
 说“若干对”有时说 ...couple而不说...couples
 ，例如five couple of snipe和several couple of snipe。


3．
 说“…夫妇”前有the。例如：the
 Brown couple


4．
 couple（夫妇）指两个人，但往往被当作单数。例如：The couple is
 busy with small children and parties. 和The Brown couple was
 left severely to itself
 .


courage
 have the
 courage to...（不定式）（有作…的勇气）里有the。但take courage to...（不定式）（鼓起勇气）里没有the，find (the
 ) courage to...（不定式）里的the可有可无。


course 1．
 in due course（在今后适当的时候）里没有the。


2．
 in the
 course of...（在…的过程中）是状语短语。例如：Three delegations arrived in the
 course of the day. in course of...（正在…中）是形容词短语。例如：The house is in course of erection. in (the
 ) course of time（到了相当时期地）里的the可有可无。


3．
 说“从（某教授）学习某课程”在美国大学里有下面各种说法：take a course under
 Professor...，take a course from
 Professor...，take a course with
 Professor...，和take a course to
 Professor...。用to最不普通。


4．
 在口语里有时用course代替of course。


court 1．
 at
 court是“在朝廷上”，in
 court是“在法庭上”。in open court是“在公开的法庭上”。


2．
 Court（以大写字母开首）在美国有时指“审判员”。例如：The Court was a fat man.


courtesan
 courtesan通常指“高档”的妓女，交际花，却不可指在马路上拉客的妓女。


courtesy
 报纸或杂志得到版权人许可而转载文字或图画，在美国通常载着By courtesy of...或Courtesy of...，相当于英国的By favour of...，作“蒙…特许”或“蒙…好意”解。


court-martial
 复数形式courts
 -martial（军事法庭）和courtmartials
 都有人用。


cousin
 可以说boy cousin和girl cousin，male cousin和female cousin。


cover 1．
 under separate cover作“在另一封袋里”或“在另一包里”解。例如：I send the book under separate cover. 在separate前面通常没有a。

有人以为under separate cover有些商业文件和公文气息，在一般通信里最好改用separately。


2．
 under cover of（靠着…的庇护，假托…的名义）和under the
 cover of都可以用。


3．
 注意下面各句里都用with，不用by。

The ground is covered with
 snow.

The trees are covered with
 flowers.

The table is covered with
 books.

His head is covered with
 grey hair.


4．
 Please write to me under cover to my father（请把你写给我的信，封在你写给我父亲的信里）里的cover前面不可加the。


cow
 cow的复数形式现在通常是cows
 ，不是kine。


coward(ly)
 coward是名词或形容词，cowardly是形容词或副词。coward用作形容词不及cowardly普通。


cow(-)boy
 cow(-)boy在美国指“牧场的骑马牧工”，通常骑着马，他所照顾的不一定是cow（母牛），他自己通常并不是boy（孩子）。


cracker
 cracker作“饼干”解是美国英语，不是物质名词，说“多块”该用crackers
 。参见biscuit 2



craft
 craft（船，飞机）单数和复数同一形式。例如：The harbour is full of craft. 和Two craft flew together. 偶尔也用crafts
 。


crash
 crash（忽然跌下）可以把飞机做主语，也可以把飞机里的人做主语。例如：An aeroplane crashed on a hillside near Tokyo last week. 和The aviator crashed on a hillside near Tokyo last week.


crazy 1．
 crazy在美国比在英国用得多。


2．
 You are crazy to talk like that是“你那样说话是愚蠢的”。


creator
 参见creature



creature
 creature（产物、被创造物）往往跟creator对比。例如：He was not the creature but the creator of his destiny.


creche
 指“托儿所”，在英国常用。在美国用day nursery。


credence 1．
 give credence to是“相信”，不是“使…被人相信”，如可说I do not give much credence to his story，不可说His appearance gives credence to his story。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

I do not give much credence to his story.

I do not give much credit to his story.


credentials
 credentials
 （复数形式）是授给派到国外去的公使或大使的“国书”，不论实际上是一封信或多封信，总是用复数形式。


credible
 credible和creditable不同。credible是“值得被信任的”或“可信的”。例如：I do not think him credible. 和All this information is credible. creditable是“值得被称赞的”或“优良的”。例如：This is a piece of creditable conduct. 和The article is highly creditable to its author. credible的反义词是incredible，creditable的反义词是discreditable。


credit 1．
 credit用作“学分”解是美国英语。


2．
 下面每组里的各句意思相同：





3．
 参见credence 2



creditable
 参见credible



crew
 crew指“全体船员”，不指“一个船员”。一条船只有一个crew，两条船才有两个crews。crew并不包括旅客们，有时也不包括高级船员们。


crime
 crime有时指“一种犯罪”，有时统指“犯罪”。例如：Murder is a
 crime和There was a great decrease of crime in recent years.


Crimea
 Crimea（克里米亚半岛）前面有the。


crisis
 crisis是类名词，也是抽象名词。在用作类名词的时候有复数形式crises，如The cyclical crises（周期性的危机）。a sense of crisis，a time of crisis，two years of crisis等表达方式里的crisis是抽象名词，前面没有a。


crisp
 burn(t) to a
 crisp（烧得松脆）里用a，不用the。


critical
 critical（批评的）后面接of。例如：They are rightly critical of
 your careless work.


criticism
 criticism后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：I was very much impressed with his criticism that
 my knowledge of the language was merely academic.


criticize
 criticize后面不可接以that引导的从句，如不可说He criticizes that the story lacks interest，该把criticizes改作observes。


crop
 the
 crops
 指一季的各种收获，包括谷类、水果等。


cross
 在英国说cross往往指cross the English Channel，就是“渡过英吉利海峡到法国去”。例如：He crossed to Paris to see his father.


cross(-)roads
 cross(-)roads指“两条路的交叉点”，被看作单数。例如：a
 cross(-)roads


cry 1．
 cry（名词）指“一阵哭”，并不统指“哭”，如The baby had a
 good cry里的a不可省去。


2．
 cry指一阵哭，不一定发出声音。


3．
 a
 cry是“一次喊声或哭声”，a
 crying
 是“一阵喊声或哭声”。


4．
 可以说He cried to
 us to
 stop。


5．
 cry out后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：She cried out that
 she had lost her ticket.


cult
 cult和worship在语法上和意思上都略有不同：worship是抽象名词，cult是类名词，cult是对于某人或某事物的盲目的或过分的崇拜（worship），如“个人崇拜”是the
 cult of the individual或the
 cult of personality。


culture
 culture有时前面用a，也有时作复数形式。例如：a
 national culture和chinese and Indian cultures


cunning
 cunning用作“小巧玲珑的”解是美国英语。例如：What a cunning little baby! 和He gave the boy a cunning doll.


cup
 参见glass 2



cupful
 参见-ful



cure 1．
 cure在用作“治疗或纠正的东西或方法”解的时候后面接for，在用作“治疗”或“纠正”解的时候后面接of。例如：This is a cure for
 headaches. We suggested a cure for
 red tape. The cure of
 his headache was soon effected. We aimed at the cure of
 red tape.


2．
 注意下面各句的结构：

This will cure you. This will cure your headache.

This will cure you of
 your headache.


curio(sity) 1．
 curio（古董）现在似乎比curiosity普通。


2．
 curiosity后面可以接不定式。例如：There was a general curiosity to know what was going to happen.


curious 1．
 curious to know和curious to hear作“很想知道…的”解。例如：I am curious to know where he lives. 和I am curious to hear about his travels. curious to relate和curious to say作“说来可怪地”解，都单独使用。例如：Curious to relate（或say）, the boy was not drowned.


2．
 curious有时后面接how，what等词引导的从句。例如：We felt curious how
 they would receive our suggestion.


3．
 注意It is curious that the old man should
 remember the names of all his childhood friends里用should。


custom 1．
 custom有时指“一种风俗”，有时统指“风俗”。例如：This is an
 old custom among the natives. 和Custom is sometimes considered as important as law.


2．
 说“关税”和“税务机关”该用复数形式customs。但custom(-)house（或custom house）比customs-house（或customs house）普通。在customs
 duty，customs laws，customs officer和customs official里习惯用复数形式。


3．
 custom clothes，custom suit，custom garment和custom tailoring里的custom都作“定制的”解，跟“现成的”（ready-made）相对，这样用法的custom是美国英语，相当于英国的bespoke。


custom(-)house
 （或customs-house，
 或customs house
 ）参见custom 2



cut(ting) 1．
 参见clip(ping)



2．
 cut有时带有双宾语。例如：He cut her a slice of bread. （他替她切了一片面包。）


3．
 He began to cut down on
 his wine是“他开始逐渐少喝酒”。在美国往往把on省掉。


cycler
 cycler（骑自行车者）是美国英语，相当于英国的cyclist。




D




Dairen
 Dairen是我国大连的旧译，不可跟Panama和Colombia中间的Gulf of Darien里的Darien相混。现大连译为Dalian。


Dakota
 the
 Dakotas
 指美国的North Dakota和South Dakota两州（state）。


Dalai
 Dalai Lama（达赖喇嘛）前面有the。


damage 1．
 说物质上的“损害”用单数或复数形式都有，但用单数形式普通得多。说精神上的“损害”（如“名誉上的损害”）只用单数形式。a
 damage是不用的。


2．
 说“损害赔偿费”该用复数形式。


damn
 damn在口语里有时用作副词，作“很”解。例如：damn well和damn careful


dance 1．
 dance通常是一种“跳舞”，一次“跳舞”，“跳舞会”或“跳舞曲”，并不统指“跳舞”那动作，就是说不是抽象名词。如不可说fond of dance
 ，该说fond of dancing
 。不可说He teaches me dance
 ，该说He teaches me dancing
 （或to dance
 ）。但近几年来有时被用作抽象名词（前面有形容词），例如his deep interest in modern dance。


2．
 dancing girl（或dancing-girl）指在舞台上表演跳舞的女子，不指舞场里伴舞的舞女。这种伴舞的舞女叫做taxi dancer，有时叫做hostess。


3．
 dance hall现在比dancing hall普通得多。


danger 1．
 danger后面接of和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说There is danger of (his) being misunderstood
 ，不可说There is danger (for him) to be misunderstood
 。


2．
 in danger of里没有the。


3．
 danger有时后面接以that引导的从句。例如：So long as hydrogen bombs exist, there is danger that
 they will be used.


4．
 下面四句意思相同：

He is in danger of death. He is in danger of his life.

He is in danger of losing his life. His life is in danger.


5．
 下面两句意思不同：

There is danger of
 his seeing us. （有着他看见我们的危险。很可能我们被他看见。）

There is danger in
 his seeing us. （他看见了我们，就会有危险发生。）


dangerous(ly) 1．
 dangerous是“（引起）危险的”，不是“受到危险的”，如He is dangerous是“他是（引起）危险的”，就是“他易于使别人受到危险”，不是“他自己受到危险”。说“他自己受到危险”该说He is in danger或He is endangered。英美人也有把dangerous用作“（因病而）受到危险的”解的，但这主要是方言用法。

He is dangerous虽然不是“他自己受到危险”，但He is dangerously ill和He is dangerously near the edge of the precipice两句里的dangerously都指“他”的受到危险。但须注意dangerously并不修饰He而修饰ill和near，dangerously ill是“生了危险疾病的”，就是“病危”。dangerously near是“引起危险地近”，那dangerous（ly）仍旧是“引起危险”，不是“受到危险”。


2．
 It is dangerous to bathe in this river和This river is dangerous to bathe in都可以说，也可以说This is a dangerous river to bathe in。


Dardanelles
 Dardanelles（达达尼尔海峡）是复数形式，前面有the。例如：The
 Dardanelles are
 of great strategic importance.


dare 1．
 dare在下面各句里都用作普通的动词。看作及物或不及物都可以：

He dares to go.

Does he dare to go?

He does not dare to go.

He will dare to go.

Will he dare to go?

He will not dare to go.

He dared to go.

Did he dare to go?

He did not dare to go.

dare也可以用作助动词。例如：

He dare not go.

Dare he go?

He dared not（或durst not）go.

No-one dared go（或dared to go，或durst go）.

He dare do anything.

No-one dare go.

在这种用法里注意：1．句子是否定的或者有否定的意味的。2．不定式除了在dared后面以外都没有to。3．用dare而不用dares。4．durst不及dared普通。5．有时dare也指过去的事。例如：He was
 afraid, and dare
 not（或daren't）go.

上面所讲的是正常的用法，事实上下面几句也是常见的。

He dare go.

I am sure he dare.

He dares go.

Does he dare go?

He does not dare go.

He is too weak to dare go today.

He dared go.

Dared he go?

He did not dare go.

No-one dares go.


2．
 Do you dare to..? Does he dare to...? 等里的dare to...通常有“胆大妄为”的意思。例如：Do you dare to tell such a lie? Dare you（或he等）...？ 通常有“冒险”的意思。例如：Dare you tell the sick old woman that she has only a few days to live? 但How dare you（或he等）...? 却有“胆大妄为”的意思。例如：How dare you say such rude things about him?


3．
 下面两句意思相同。第一句比第二句普通：

If he had been warned, he would not have dared to go.


If he had been warned, he dare not have gone.



4．
 I dare say（也作I daresay）通常作“我以为”、“在我看来”、“大概”、“或者”等解。例如：His brother, I dare say, is still in town. 和I dare say his brother is still in town. I dare say后面的从句通常省去that。


Darien
 参见Dairen



dark(ness)
 dark（名词）和darkness的用法没有绝对的区别，但下面几点该注意：

（1）只有dark可以指“傍晚”，at dark，before dark和after dark里的dark不可改作darkness，前面都没有the。

（2）in the dark在用作“不知道的”解的时候dark不可改作darkness。例如：I am in the dark about his whereabouts.

（3）The room is in darkness里的darkness不可改作dark或the dark。

（4）dark惯用在指经常的情况，darkness惯用在指一时的情况。例如：

Some children are afraid of the dark
 .

He stayed behind because he was afraid of the darkness
 .

We set off in the darkness
 across the flat county.

I could not see the house properly because of the darkness
 .

但in the dark一语也往往指一时的情况，例如第三句里的darkness可以改作dark。


darling 1．
 Darling George和George darling都可以说。


2．
 可以说My dear，darling George。


data
 data是datum（供给讨论或推究的一项资料）的复数形式，但datum现在不通用，用单数的时候通常改用one of the data。在美国往往把data用作单数。例如：This
 data has
 been collected from various sources.


date 1．
 date不一定指“日期”，也可以包括月或年。5 October, 2001是date，October 2001或2001虽然不是“日期”，却也是date。


2．
 of even date（同一天的），of current date（同一天的），of recent date（不久以前的），of yesterday's date（昨天的），under (the) date of...（…日期的），和at an early date（不久以后）都是商业信函里的陈套语，在一般通信里该避免。


3．
 date前面的介词通常是at，偶尔是on。例如：at
 an early date和on
 a certain date。但在on that
 date中习惯用on。


4．
 date在美国往往用作“约会”解。例如：I have a date with them. 在口语里从“日期”转指“约会”，再转指“被约会的人”，再转指“异性朋友”，用作动词从“跟…约会”转用作不及物动词，指“（男女）交际”。


5．
 your letter dated...（例如：8 April）和your letter of...（例如：8 April）都可以用在信函里，但现在多用of而少用dated。


6．
 严格地说，文件等上的date只指“日期”，不包括“地址”（address），但事实上往往包括地址。说信上的载着某个地址，习惯用be dated from（或at）和那地址名称。例如：The letter is dated from
 （或at
 ）Moscow.


7．
 下面两句可以说意思相同，但用from普通些。

His family dates from
 1764. （他的家系上溯起自1764年。）

His family dates back to
 1764.

说His family dates back from
 1764也可以，但不很普通。


8．
 a letter of an
 early date, a poem of a
 later date等表达方式里的an或a可以省去，美国英语without date里没有a。例如：The conference adjourned without date. （会议无限期休会。）在英国通常用indefinitely或拉丁语sine die
 。


9．
 His dates are not known里的dates指date of birth和date of death。


10．
 date不可只指“星期几”。例如：What's the date? 或What's the date today? 的回答可能是It's 25 August或Today is 25 August。It's Saturday, 25 August或Today is Saturday, 25 August，不可能是It's Saturday或Today is Saturday。What day is it? 的回答可能是It's Saturday，不可能是It's 25 August或It's Saturday, 25 August。

What is the date of the establishment of the People's Republic of China? 的回答可能是It's 1 October, 1949, It's October 1949或It's 1949。What's the day of the establishment of the People's Republic of China? 的回答只可能是It's 1 October, 1949。


11．
 to date作“到现在为止”解，是状语短语。例如：To date no solution has been found. 和The book has been widely accepted as the best on the subject to date.


datum
 参见data



dawn
 at dawn和before dawn里没有the。The
 dawn came和We used to rise with the
 dawn等句子里有the。


day 1．
 the 19th day
 of May等表达方式只用在正式文件里。参见April 3



2．
 the
 day before yesterday和the
 day after tomorrow是英国英语，day before yesterday和day after tomorrow是美国英语。yesterday or the
 day before和tomorrow or the
 day after是英国英语，yesterday or day before和tomorrow or day after是美国英语。


3．
 all day, all day long, all the day和all the day long四语都作“全天”解。例如：He worked all (the) day (long). all day最普通，all the day long最不普通。


4．
 all day yesterday（昨天全天）和all day tomorrow（明天全天）比all yesterday和all tomorrow普通。


5．
 day after day，day by day，from day to day和day in，day out四语都作“每天”解。day after day含有“时日长久”的意思，含有“每天重复”的意思。from day to day有时含有“逐渐变更”或“逐渐增加”的意思，有时含有“暂时”或“不固定”的意思。day in，day out（这语最不普通）含有“杳杳无期”的意思，偶尔写作day in and
 day out。


6．
 these
 days指“现今”，those
 days指“往昔”。例如：these
 days of reform和those
 days of isolation。these days往往用作状语短语。例如：These days everybody talks of terrorism. 但those days通常不用作状语短语，如通常不说Those days we knew very little about computer，最好把Those days改作In
 those days。in
 these days不及these days普通。注意these days不可改作this day，those days不可改作that day。in the old days
 （在古时），in the days
 of old（在古时），in the days
 to come（在将来），in the days
 of...（在…的时代）等表达方式里也都用复数形式，但our own day（现今）里用单数形式。


7．
 one
 day指过去或将来都可以。例如：I met
 him in a park one day.和I may meet
 him again one day. Some
 day只指将来，不指过去，如可以说I may meet
 him again some day，不可说I met
 him in a park some day。


8．
 this day（今天）似乎比today语气重些。at
 this day是“现在”，不是“今天”。比较下面两句：

I have this day received a letter from my father.

Even at
 this day my father, who died long ago, is always in my thoughts.


9．
 to
 this day（直到现在）所修饰的动词，通常属于现在时态，很少属于完成时态。例如：She keeps
 （很少用has kept
 ）his ring to this day.


10．
 this day week指“下星期或上星期的相当的那一天”，如假定今天是星期四，this day week就是下星期四或上星期四。this day month指“下月或上月的相当的那一天”，如假定今天是5月14日，this day month就是6月14日或4月14日。this day year指“明年或去年的相当的那一天”，如假定今天是5月14日，this day year就是明年5月14日或去年5月14日。注意week，month和year前面都没有a。


11．
 at
 the present day（现在）比in
 the present day普通。


12．
 at day是“在破晓时”，现在不普通。When it was day, the fishermen went out里的day也指“破晓”，前面不可加上the。


13．
 good day原来在相会和相别的当儿都可以用，现在很少用，最好不用。


daydream
 不论用作名词或动词，都不限于白天，如可以说He used to have daydreams at night和He used to daydream at night。


daylight 1．
 daylight-saving time（或daylight saving time）（日光节约时间）是美国英语，相当于英国英语summer time（夏令时间）。在英国人William Willett首创这办法的时候，用daylight saving time，当时英国采用这办法的法令叫做Summer Time Act，所以在英国通常用summer time而不用daylight-saving time。


2．
 daylight-saving time（或daylight saving time）前面没有the。


day(-)time
 day(-)time前面有the。例如：in the
 day(-)time


D Day
 （或D day，
 或D-day
 ）D day，指第二次世界大战盟军在法国登陆的那一天，就是1944年6月6日，D指尚未明示的day。前面没有the。


dead(ly) 1．
 the
 dead指新近死的若干人，也指一切死人（包括古今的一切已死者），但不指死了好久的一人或多人。指新近死的一人现在不很普通。


2．
 He is
 long dead和He has
 long been
 dead意思相同。


3．
 dead用作副词作“极端地”或“完全地”解，如dead tired和dead dull。deadly也可以这样用，但主要是口语。


deaf
 “聋和哑”该说deaf and dumb，但说“聋哑人”该说deaf-mute或deaf mute。


deal 1．
 a great
 deal（许多）比a good
 deal（相当多）语气重。


2．
 a great（或good）deal of只用于不可数名词，不可用于可数名词，如可以说a great（或good）deal of money和a great（或good）deal of trouble，不可说a great（或good）deal of pounds
 和a great（或good）deal of troubles
 。但说I have seen a great（或good）deal of them lately是可以说的，这句相当于I have seen (very
 ) much
 of them lately，作“我近来见过他们多次”解。说a great deal of laughter and kisses也可以，因为这里的kisses跟laughter用在一起，并不着重在“吻”的次数。


3．
 a great（或good）deal可以用作状语短语。例如：He is a great（或good）deal better today.


4．
 a deal用作a great deal解，是口语。


dear(ly) 1．
 dear和affectionate不同。参见affectionate



2．
 在信函的称呼语里用dear，下面几点该注意：

（1）dear通常译作“亲爱的”，其实用在称呼语里只是习惯，竟可说是没有意思的。

（2）用在句首时，D该大写。例如：Dear
 Mr Bruce。不用在句首时，通常用小写。例如：My dear
 Mr Bruce，很少作My Dear
 Mr Bruce。

（3）英国人认为My dear...比Dear...亲密，所以除了对于熟朋友以外都用Dear...而不用My dear...。美国人认为My dear...比Dear...正式些，所以对于初次通信的人往往用My dear...，后来改用Dear...。不过有一点是英美相同的，用名字（而不用姓）称人，或在son和brother等词前面，英美人都认为My dear...比Dear...亲密。

（4）dear用在称呼或名字的后面表示亲密或诙谐。例如：Auntie dear 和Alice dear。


3．
 dear有时形容价钱。例如：I bought it at a dear price. 和¥100 is very dear for a cap like this. 但dear price似乎远不及high
 price普通。


4．
 dear可以用作副词，但跟dearly不同，有下面两点该注意：

（1）修饰love，通常用dearly，用dear颇有“文学”韵味。注意She is dear to her children里的dear跟She loves her children dear(ly)里的dear或dearly不但在语法上不同，在意思上也不同。第一句里的dear作“被爱的”解，决不可改作affectionate，第二句里的dear或dearly却可以改作affectionately。第二句里的dear并不等于第一句里的dear变成了副词，第二句里的dearly并不等于第一句里的dear加上了ly。

（2）修饰buy，sell，pay，cost等词用dear或dearly都可以，用dear似乎普通些。


5．
 习惯上说的You are a
 dear（你是个可爱的人）里的a不可省去。


death 1．
 比较下面三句：

The death of two men is reported.

Two men's death is reported.

Two deaths are reported.

deaths
 （复数形式）指两个或两个以上的人的死亡。但在of前面或在物主代词后面用单数形式比用复数形式普通。用复数形式着重在各人个别的死。例如：the deaths
 of his wife and three daughters


2．
 不可说cause him to death
 ，该把death改作die，但cause him to die不及kill him简洁。


3．
 death from
 the disease，death from
 drowning等表达方式里用from表示致死的原因。


death(-)bed
 death(-)bed前面用his，her等词，不用the，通常用on，很少用in，如习惯说on his
 death(-)bed（临终），很少说in his
 death(-)bed，不说in the
 death(-)bed或on the
 death(-)bed。


debit
 下面两句意思相同：

We shall debit the amount to
 （偶尔用against
 ）you.

We shall debit you with
 the amount. （我们将把这款记入你的账上的借方。）


debt 1．
 debt统指“债”。a
 debt是“一笔债”。debts
 是“多笔债”。


2．
 说“负债更多”或“受惠更多”该说more in debt，不可说in more debt。


3．
 The compiler of such a book as this is necessarily under a
 heavy debt to previous writers里的a不可省去。


4．
 “因欠债而被监禁的人”该说prisoner for
 debt。


decade
 可以说decade of years（十年），跟单独用decade意思相同。也可以说the decade of the 1950's。


deceased
 the
 deceased或deceased（原来是不及物动词decease的过去分词）指“死者”，只用在文件和正式些的文字里，只指一人，不指多人，只指新近死的人，不指死了好久的人。


deceive
 deceive是“欺骗成功”，“欺骗”而不成功便不是deceive，如不可说George deceived me into believing that he was an honest man, but I was too discreet to confide in him，该把deceived改作tried（或attempted）to deceive。


December
 参见April



decide(d) 1．
 decide（决定）后面接不定式或on（或upon）和动名词，如I have decided to help
 him和I have decided (up)on helping
 him，用不定式普通些。有时也接以that引导的从句。例如：I decided that
 I would help
 him．用that引导的从句里往往用should或虚拟现在式。例如：We (have) decided that
 the meeting (should
 ) be
 held on Saturday evening.


2．
 说“决定…”该用decide on
 （或upon
 ），不该只用decide，如I have decided on
 （或upon
 ）a course of action里的on或upon不可省去。但I have not yet decided on
 （或upon
 ）where to spend my holidays里的on或upon在口语里往往省去。


3．
 用decide很容易犯双重被动的错误，如不可说He has been decided to be helped
 ，该改作It
 has been decided to help him或It
 has been decided that
 he should
 be helped。


4．
 a decided man（一个果断的男子）里的decided是不及物动词decide的过去分词用作形容词。


5．
 参见decisive



decision
 decision后面接不定式，如my decision to apply
 for further particulars。


decisive
 decisive是“决定性的”，decided是“决定了的”或“无可争辩的”。例如：This is a decided
 victory, but whether it is a decisive
 one only time can tell. （这是一个无可争辩的胜利，但是否是一个决定性的胜利，那要到将来才知道。）


declare 1．
 下面各句意思相同：

He declared himself satisfied.

He declared himself to be
 satisfied.

He declared her sincere.

He declared her to be
 sincere.

但不可说：

He declared himself as
 satisfied.

He declared her as
 sincere.

上面四句都不及下面两句普通：

He declared that
 he was satisfied.

He declared that
 she was sincere.


2．
 declare后面不可接不定式，如不可说He declared to keep on trying，该说He declared that
 he would keep on trying。


declination
 declination用作“婉拒”解，是美国英语，相当于动词decline。例如：The letter contains a firm declination.


decline 1．
 decline是“有礼地谢绝”，比refuse婉转。


2．
 decline后面接不定式或动名词都可以，如She declined to answer
 （或answering
 ）my questions。用不定式比较普通。


3．
 相当于refuse的名词是refusal。相当于decline的名词有人用declinal，有人用declination，有人用declinature，但都不普通。在美国declination比较通用。还是用refusal好些。在必要时可以在refusal前面加上polite，courteous等词。


4．
 I must decline to accept your invitation里的to accept是多余的。


decoration
 Decoration Day（阵亡将士纪念日）原为美国纪念美国南北战争阵亡将士的日子，后为纪念在为国服役中死去者的日子。也作Memorial Day。前面没有the。


decrease
 a decrease in
 traffic和a decrease of
 traffic都可以说。


dedicate
 His life is dedicated to serving
 the people里的to是介词，serving是动名词，serving不可改作serve。


deduce 1．
 deduce（推断）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He deduced that
 the man had already left the city.


2．
 deduce比infer严正。在科学和哲学上比infer普通。


deduct 1．
 deduct是“减去”，不是“减少…”或“从…减去若干”，如说“从款项里减去百分之三”该说deduct 3％ from
 （有时用out of
 ）the sum，不可说deduct the sum by
 3％。


2．
 deduct和subtract意思相同。但deduct多用于数量，subtract多用于数目。例如：deduct the cost from the profits和subtract 4 from 9。


deem
 deem主要用在严正的场合。下面各句里的deem和deemed在一般文字里改作think和thought自然些：

I deem it wise to follow his advice.

He is, I deem, a very learned man.

I deem that it is time to act.

The plan is deemed to be a very good one.


deep(ly)
 deep可以用作副词，跟deeply没有绝对的区别，如dig deep
 和dig deeply
 都可以说，但在drink deep，be buried deep，deep into等表达方式里习惯用deep，在feel deeply，deeply regret，deeply grateful，deeply offended等表达方式里习惯用deeply。


deer
 deer的单数和复数同一形式，如one deer和four deer。deers
 偶尔有人用。


defeat 1．
 defeat有时用作类名词，有时用作抽象名词。例如：a
 defeat和in defeat。


2．
 his defeat of
 the enemy是“他打败敌人”，his defeat by
 the enemy是“他被敌人打败”，his defeat是“他被别人打败”，不是“他打败别人”。


defect 1．
 without defect里通常没有a。


2．
 a defect in
 his character比a defect of
 his character普通。


defend
 defend的宾语后面接from或against都可以。例如：We must always be ready to defend our country from
 （或against
 ）aggression.


defer
 defer后面现在接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I have to defer calling
 on him for some time里的calling不可改作to call
 。


definite
 definite和definitive不同。definite是“明白的”、“精确的”、“不会被人误解的”等，definitive是“决定一切的”、“最后的”、“不容改变的”等。如a definite
 answer是“一个明白的答复”，a definitive
 answer是“一个不容改变的答复”。英美人往往在该用definite的场合误用definitive。


definitive
 参见definite



degree 1．
 to
 a high degree，to
 a certain degree，to
 the last degree，等表达方式里用to，但也可以改用in。


2．
 to a degree通常作“极端地”解，但偶尔作“有一些地”解。


3．
 说“某科的学位”在degree后面接in。例如：a degree in
 mathematics


4．
 在the degree of Master of Arts（文科硕士学位）等表达方式里在Master前面没有the或a。也可以说a Master of Arts degree等。


deject(ed)
 关于a dejected attitude（一个沮丧的姿态）等，参见much 3 (5) E



delay 1．
 delay（动词）后面接动名词比接不定式普通，如I have to delay answering
 his letter比I have to delay to answer
 his letter普通。


2．
 delay（名词）后面接in和动名词，不接不定式或of和动名词，如Excuse me for my delay in answering
 your letter里的in answering不可改作to answer
 或of answering
 。


delectable
 delectable作“快乐的”、“愉快的”、“可喜的”等解。但在英国现在通常用作反语，含有“使人感觉不快的”或“讨厌的”的意思。例如：What a delectable situation! （好不恼煞人也！）


delegate
 delegate用作动词作“派（某人）当代表”解，用作名词指“（被派当）代表（的人）”。参见represent 1
 和representative 1



delegation 1．
 参见deputation



2．
 说“某人是某代表团的一员”在delegation前面用on。例如：My cousin is on
 the delegation to Washington.


deliberative
 deliberative作“进行考虑的”或“进行审议的”解，如a deliberative body（一个审议团体）。它不作“审慎的”解，说“审慎的”该用deliberate。例如：a deliberate man（一个行动谨慎的人），a deliberate speech（一篇慎重的演说），a deliberate tone（慎重的语气）


delight(ed) 1．
 delight in和delight to...（不定式）都可以说。例如：I delight in
 reading novels（或novel-reading）. 和I delight to read
 novels. delight to...往往含有“惯常”或“偏要”的意思。例如：He delights to talk about his family affairs in the office. 注意：1．两种表达方式都不指一时的情形，都不能加today等词。2．两种表达方式都用于主动语态，不用于被动语态，如不可说I am delighted
 in...或I am delighted
 to...。delight in用在被动语态也有。例如：This is one of the modern English novels delighted in
 by young Chinese readers. 注意不可说Young Chinese readers are delighted in...。be delighted to...（不定式）指一时的情形，往往用在客气话里。例如：I was delighted to see him. I am delighted to see you. 和I shall be delighted to see you.


2．
 delighted后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He was delighted that
 his brother had come back.


3．
 delight（名词）后面接in，如his delight in
 English literature和her delight in
 reading aloud。


4．
 关于a delighted laugh（一个快乐的笑声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


delightful
 delightful是“使人感觉快乐的”，不是“感觉快乐的”，如a delightful poet是“一个使人感觉快乐的诗人”，就是“一个写使人感觉快乐的诗的人”。


delinquent
 delinquent拖欠（税款、债务）在英国只用于人，如delinquent tenant（拖欠租金的房客）。但在美国也用于tax，account等词，delinquent tax是“拖欠的税”，delinquent account是“拖欠的账款”。


demand 1．
 demand（名词）后面接for。例如：There is a great demand for
 eggs. 但demand（动词）是及物动词，后面不可接for，如He demands more help里不可在demands后面加上for。


2．
 demand不论用作名词或动词，后面都可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall或should，或现在虚拟语气。例如：

He makes the demand that she shall leave
 the place at once.

He makes the demand that she should leave
 the place at once.

He makes the demand that she leave
 （不用leaves
 ）the place at once.

He made the demand that she should leave
 the place at once.

He made the demand that she leave
 （不用left
 ）the place at once.

He demands that she shall leave
 the place at once.

He demands that she should leave
 the place at once.

He demands that she leave
 （不用leaves
 ）the place at once.

He demanded that she should leave
 the place at once.

He demanded that she leave
 （不用left
 ）the place at once.


3．
 demand（动词）不可把指被要求的人的词做宾语，如不可说I shall demand him
 for an answer或I shall demand him
 to answer，该说I shall demand of
 him to answer或I shall demand an answer of
 him或I shall demand that he shall
 （或should
 ）answer
 或I shall demand that he answer
 （不用answers
 ）。


4．
 demand（动词）不可把指被问的人的词做宾语，该在那个词的前面加上of，如We must demand of
 him whether he has heard from her recently里的of不可省去。注意下面一句里也有of：

'What do you want?' he demanded of
 her.

demand作“问”解语气很重，有“责问”或“诘问”的意思。


5．
 demand（动词）后面接不定式，不接动名词，如He demanded to see
 my library里的to see不可改作seeing。


democracy 1．
 “一个民主国家”该说a demoracy，“多个民主国家”可以说democracies。


2．
 the
 Democracy（用大写字母开首，前面有the）在美国指the
 Democratic party（民主党）。


democrat(ic)
 说及美国的Democratic party（民主党），在英国往往把Democrat用作形容词，例如Democrat party和Democrat candidate，但在美国总用Democratic而不用Democrat，在美国Democrat只用作名词。


denial
 denial（否定）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：His evidence was a denial that
 he knew anything about the matter at all.


deny 1．
 下面各句的意思相同而结构不同：

He denies her nothing.

She is denied nothing (by him).

Nothing is denied her (by him).

He denies nothing to
 her.

Nothing is denied to
 her (by him).


2．
 deny（否认）后面接动名词，不接不定式，如He denied having
 done so里的having不可改作to have。


3．
 He denied that she was to blame是“他否认她有过失”，就是“他说她没有过失”。He objected
 that she was to blame是“他因为她有过失而提出反对”，不可相混。


depart(ed) 1．
 depart用作“离开”解，除了说及火车的“开出”以外，现在很不普通，如可以说The train departs at 8:30 a.m。但最好不说We shall depart at 8:30 a.m.，可以把depart改作leave或start。


2．
 depart不可用作“分手”解，如不可说It is a year since we departed，该把departed改作parted或last met。The two travellers departed together in the morning and parted in the afternoon是“那两个旅行者在早上一起离开（某地），在下午分手了”。


3．
 depart是一时的动作，所以不可说He has departed for five months，该说He departed five months ago或It is five months since he departed。


4．
 He departed for
 England和He departed to
 England都可以说。


5．
 He is
 departed和He has
 departed都可以作“他死了”解，第一句里的departed是不及物动词depart的过去分词用作形容词。


6．
 the
 departed（原来是不及物动词depart的过去分词）指“死者”，指一人或多人都可以，但只指新近死的人，不指死了好久的人。


department 1．
 参见bureau 2



2．
 department用作大学里的“系”解在美国比在英国普通。例如：department of foreign languages和physics department。


departure 1．
 动词depart用作“离开”解现在虽然不普通，名词departure用作“离开”解却很普通。例如：Nothing has been heard of him since his departure. 参见depart 1



2．
 departure不可用作“（互相）分别”解，如It is a year since our departure不是“我们分别以来已经一年了”，却是“我们离开（某地）以来已经一年了”。参见depart 2
 。说“（互相）分别”可以用parting或separation。


3．
 his departure for
 England和his departure to
 England都可以说。


depend 1．
 depend是不及物动词，后面接on或upon。例如：She used to depend (up
 )on
 her sister. The sciences depend up
 (on
 ) each other.和It depends (up
 )on
 where they live. 第三句里的where they live是间接疑问句。在间接疑问句前面有人只用depend而没有on或upon，这是不妥当的。


2．
 可以说You may depend (up
 )on
 him to
 get everything ready for you。


3．
 可以说You may depend (up)on it that
 he will get everything ready for you。


dependant
 dependant是名词，很少用作形容词。


dependent
 dependent通常是形容词，很少用作名词。


depict
 depict是“画…的图”，不是“画（图）”。如可以说depict a dog，不可说depict a picture of a dog。可以说The portrait depicts him sitting in a chair。不可说A portrait has been depicted of him sitting in a chair。


deprec(i)ate
 deprecate是“对…表示反对”，depreciate是“把…看作几乎没有价值”，就是“轻视”。We deprecate war and certainly do not depreciate our efforts to avert it是“我们对战争表示反对，对于我们为了避免战争而作的努力，必然并不轻视”。


deprive
 deprive后面接指人的词，再接of和表示被夺去的东西的词，不可直接接表示被夺去的东西的词，如The health deprived me of
 the pleasure of meeting you yesterday里的me of不可省去。


deputation
 说“代表团”在英国通常用deputation，在美国通常用delegation。


derelict
 derelict用作“不忠于职务的”解是美国英语，例如He is derelict in not doing so. 在英国通常用delinquent。


derive
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，第二句里的用法比较新：





descend(ed)
 He descends
 from a poet of the Tang dynasty（他是唐朝的一个诗人的后代）和He is descended
 from a poet of the Tang dynasty都可以说，但用descends不及用is descended普通。注意：1．is descended并不属于被动语态，那descended是不及物动词descend的过去分词。2．be descended from（或descend from）后面都接指祖宗的词，不接指父亲的词，如“他是一个诗人的儿子”不可说He is descended（或descends）from a poet。3．不用在完成时态，如不可说He has
 (been
 ) descended
 from a poet of the Tang dynasty。


descent
 of peasant descent（农民出身的），of Dutch descent（荷兰人后裔）等表达方式里没有a或the。


describe
 describe现在用作“用文字描写”解，不用作“画…的图”解，如describe a landscape是“用文字描写风景”，不是“画风景的图”，“画风景画”该说draw a picture of a landscape。


descriptive
 descriptive后面接of，如a few sentences descriptive of
 the lake。


desert
 a
 desert是“一大片没有水而且几乎没有草木的荒地”，往往指“一大片沙漠”，deserts
 是多片这样的荒地或“多片沙漠”。Camels are peculiarly adapted for life in the
 desert（或life in deserts
 ）里的desert前面的the不可省去，deserts
 不可改作desert。但a great stretch of desert，two hundred miles of desert等表达方式里的desert前面没有the。


deserve 1．
 deserve后面通常接不定式。例如：He deserves to succeed
 . 和He deserves to be punished
 . 有时接属于主动语态而在意思上是被动的动名词。例如：The old man deserves looking
 after. 和The naughty boy deserves warning
 .


2．
 deserve后面接名词，中间不可加of，如可以说He deserves a reward，不可说He deserves of
 a reward。但deserving（现在分词用作形容词）后面接of。例如：He is deserving of
 a reward. 和The second point in his criticism is especially deserving of
 notice. （注意is deserving并不是进行时态。）又deserve well of
 和deserve ill of
 两习语里都有of。例如：He deserves well of
 the people. （他有功于人民。）和He deserves ill of
 the people. （他有罪于人民。）


3．
 deserve后面偶尔接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should。例如：Does he deserve that
 you should
 treat him like this?


deserving 1．
 参见deserve 2



2．
 deserving用在定语用法里只作“该受奖赏的”或“有功的”解，不作“该受罚的”或“有害的”解。


design 1．
 design（计划、决意）后面接不定式或动名词都可以。例如：They design to go
 （或going
 ）at once．也可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall。例如：He designs that
 the house shall
 be redecorated in the summer.


2．
 These handkerchiefs are (of
 ) a very smart design里的of往往省去。


desirable 1．
 It is desirable that...（…值得想望的）里用should或虚拟现在式。例如：It is desirable that
 he should
 take charge of the class.和It is desirable that he take
 （不用takes
 ）charge of the class.


2．
 desirable和desirous不同，desirable是“值得想望的”，desirous是“想望的”。例如：When I told him I was desirous of going to the seaside, he said it was not desirable in that cold weather. （当我告诉他我想要到海边去的时候，他说在那么冷的天气里去是不值得的。）


desire 1．
 desire（名词）后面通常接不定式，偶尔接of或for和动名词，如a（或the，或his等）desire to go
 比a（或the，或his等）desire of
 （或for
 ）going
 普通。


2．
 desire（动词）后面接不定式，不接动名词，如I desire to go
 里的to go不可改作going。


3．
 desire（动词）后面接指人的词和不定式通常作“（严正地）请求”解，偶尔作“愿望”解。例如：I desire（请求）you to go at once. 和I desire（愿望）you to succeed.

desire作“（严正地）请求”解是比较正式的词，不及ask或request普通。有时后面接以that引导的从句，那从句里通常用should或虚拟现在式。例如：I desire that
 he should
 call on me on Monday morning. 和I desire that
 he call
 （不用calls
 ）on me on Monday morning. 那从句里也有用may或might，will或would的。例如：

I desire that he may
 go at once.

I desired that he might
 go at once.

He desires that I will
 go at once.

He desired that I would
 go at once.

I desire that you will go
 at once有“我命令你”的意思。


4．
 说“为了…的请求”在desire前面用at或by都可以。例如：Mr Morgan called on Mr Marley at
 （或by
 ）Mr Franklin's desire．和At
 （或By
 ）the desire of Mrs Taylor, I have to inform you that her daughter is ill.


5．
 They desire a meeting called（他们希望召开一次会议）是美国英语，在英国在called前面加上to be。


desirous 1．
 desirous后面接of和动名词比接不定式普通，如desirous of seeing
 him比desirous to see
 him普通。


2．
 可以说I am desirous for
 you to
 read all these essays。


3．
 desirous后面接以that引导的从句现在比较少用，大都用在公文和商业文件里。那从句里用should。例如：We are desirous that
 the reports should
 be ready by the end of the week.


desist
 desist（停止）后面通常接from和动名词，很少接不定式，如可以说He has desisted from looking
 for the lost pen，最好不说He has desisted to look
 for the lost pen。


despair 1．
 despair是不及物动词，后面接of，作“绝望”解。例如：I despair of
 success. 和He despairs of
 ever seeing her again注意第二句里用of和动名词，不可用不定式，如不可说He despairs ever to see
 her again。


2．
 despair（名词）有时指“令人绝望的人（或事物）”，但有时也指“（使竞争者）望尘莫及的人（或事物）”。例如：He is my despair. （1．我对他毫无办法。2．我实际及不上他。）


3．
 He despairs是“他绝望（例如自信决没有考试及格的希望）”，He is disappointed是“他失望（例如原来以为考试及格而结果竟然不及格）”，He is disappointing是“他使人失望（例如原来别人以为他考试及格而结果竟然不及格）”。


despatch
 despatch不及dispatch普通。参见dispatch



desperate 1．
 desperate比hopeless语气轻些。例如：The situation was desperate but not hopeless.


2．
 desperate后面有时接不定式，作“发狂似地想要…的”解。例如：When the war was over, Tom was desperate to return
 to civilian life.


despicable
 despicable比contemptible语气重。


despite 1．
 despite（介词）作“不管…的存在”或“虽然有…”解，如I shall try again despite the difficulty。现在不很普通。in despite of和despite of也有人用，都更不普通。


2．
 despite比in spite of语气轻。


dessert 1．
 dessert在英国只指餐末在布丁（pudding）等后的水果、干果等，在美国也包括布丁、冰淇淋等，就是英国的sweet courses。


2．
 复数形式desserts
 似乎只用在美国。


detail 1．
 in detail（详细地）里用单数形式detail。go into detail(s
 )（详细论述）里用单数形式或复数形式都可以，但用单数普通些。go into personal
 details
 等表达方式里习惯用复数形式。


2．
 in more
 detail（较更详细）和in less
 detail（较不详细）比more
 in detail和less
 in detail普通。


determination 1．
 determination和a
 determination后面通常接不定式，但my
 （或your
 等）determination和the
 determination后面也接of和动名词，例如：determination to go
 和a
 determination to go
 , my
 determination to go
 和my
 determination of going
 , the
 determination to go
 和the
 determination of going
 。


2．
 determination后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall，should或虚拟现在式。例如：

His determination that
 his son shall
 （或should
 ）have a good education is most praiseworthy.

His determination that
 his son have
 （不用has
 ）a good education is most praiseworthy.

His determination that
 his son should
 have a good education was most praiseworthy.

His determination that
 his son have
 （不用had
 ）a good education was most praiseworthy.


determine(d) 1．
 determine后面接不定式比接on或upon和动名词普通，如He has determined to propose
 a new method比He has determined (up
 )on proposing
 a new method普通。


2．
 比较下面三句：

He determined
 to propose a new method.

He had determined
 to propose a new method.

He was determined
 to propose a new method.

determined是“（当时）决定”，had determined是“（当时）已经决定”，was determined是“（当时因为已经决定而）有决心”。determined是不及物动词determine的过去分词用作形容词。determined和had determined都是一时的，所以不可说For a long time
 he determined
 （或had determined
 ）to propose a new method。was determined不一定是一时的，所以可说For a long time
 he was determined
 to propose a new method。一个人一经determine，便继续be determined。


3．
 determine和be determined后面都可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall，should或虚拟现在式。例如：

He has（或is）determined that
 his son shall
 （或should
 ）have a good education.

He has（或is）determined that
 his son have
 （不用has
 ）a good education.

He (was) determined that
 his son should
 have a good education.

He (was) determined that
 his son have
 （不用had
 ）a good education.


4．
 determine a date是“决定一个日期”，不及fix a date通俗。


devastating(ly)
 devastating(ly)现在往往被用作“厉害的（或地）”解。例如：

He has written a devastating satire on corruption.

She spoke to us with devastating candour.

Part of the story is devastatingly dull.


develop
 It develops（或developed）that...（…显露出来）是美国英语。例如：It soon developed that the meeting was a great success.


device 1．
 device是“被devise出来的东西”，可以说He devised something by which much time could be saved, but his device
 did not prove practical。


2．
 leave him（或you等）to his（或your等）own devices（听任他［或你等］自行其是）是习语，用复数形式devices
 。


devil
 谚语The devil take
 the hindmost. （落后者倒霉。）里用take（虚拟现在式），不用takes
 。


devote
 devote的宾语后面接to和动名词，不可接不定式，如This book is devoted to explaining
 and illustrating
 English usage里的to explaining and illustrating不能改作to explain
 and illustrate
 。注意He devotes his time to study里的study是名词，不是动词。


dew
 dew用作动词现在很不普通，如下面每组里的第一句远不及第二句普通：





dialect 1．
 dialect统指“方言”。a
 dialect是“一种方言”。dialects
 是“多种方言”。


2．
 说“某地的方言”该说the
 ... dialect
 。例如：the
 Shanghai dialect和the
 Yorkshire dialect。


dialectal
 dialectal是相当于dialect（方言）的形容词。例如：dialectal words（地方词）和dialectal pronunciations（方音）。


dialectic(al) 1．
 说“辩证法”现在用dialectics
 比用dialectic普通。dialectics作为一种科学被用作单数。例如：Dialectics, means
 studying things in their real motion and interconnexion.


2．
 说“辩证的”用dialectic或dialectical都可以。例如：dialectic(al) method和dialectic(al) materialism。说“方言的”现在一般不用dialectic或dialectical而用dialectal。


dialectics
 参见dialectic(al)



diamond 1．
 diamond统指“金刚石”。a
 diamond是“一块金刚石”。diamonds
 是“多块金刚石”。


2．
 diamond cut diamond是习语，作“针锋相对”或“棋逢敌手”解。全语用作名词，如Whenever he argues with his brother, it is diamond cut diamond。cut是动词，习惯用cut而不用cuts
 或cutting
 。


diary
 说“记日记”该用keep。例如：I keep
 a diary in English.


dictate
 教师做dictate（口述）的工作，不是学生做这工作，学生们可以说We shall have dictation this afternoon。参见dictation



dictation 1．
 dictation是“听写”，并不是“读熟了一篇文字，从记忆里默出来”，却是听了教师的朗诵而写下来，这词的本身指教师的“口述”而不指学生的“写下来”。


2．
 dictation是“口述”，不一定指教师的口述。


3．
 说“照口述写下或用打字机打下”在dictation前面通常用from，但也有人用to或at。例如：I am ready to write（或type）from
 （或to
 ，或at
 ）your dictation．动词该用take。例如：I can file, type, and take
 dictation.


4．
 可以说The teacher is giving a
 dictation in the classroom。


diction
 diction在美国有时指演戏里的“发音”或“朗诵”，相当于英国的enunciation或elocution。


dictionary 1．
 English dictionary是“用英语解释英语的词典”。English-Chinese dictionary是“英汉词典”，就是“用汉语解释英语的词典”。说“英汉词典”不可说English dictionary。


2．
 a dictionary of
 English usage里的of不可改作on或for。


did
 参见do



die 1．
 die是不及物动词，不可用在被动语态。但died有时用作形容词，如George Bernard Shaw, died 1950和John Milton, born 1608 and died 1674或John Milton, born 1608, died 1674。


2．
 have died（完成时态）当然不错，但英美人除了对于死了不久的人以外，不用这语。如某人死了一天或一星期，可以说He has died。假使某人死了一年或十年，习惯说He is dead。He has died着重在“他现在已经死了而不像不久以前活着。”He is dead着重在“他是死了的而不是活着的。”即使对于死了不久的人，He has died也不及He is dead普通。

不但这样，说“某人在某日因某病死去”也往往用was dead代died。例如：Mr F. G. Nelson was dead of cancer on Monday.


3．
 died是一时的动作，所以不可说He has died for a week。说“他死了一星期”。该说He has been dead for a week或It is a week since he died。He died a week ago着重在死的日期而不着重在死了以后到现在的时期。


4．
 die用在进行时态作“渐渐死去”解，如He is dying是“他渐渐死了”。也就是“他快要死了”。He has been dying
 for a week是“他濒于死境已有一星期”。

但dying用在独立结构里有时是“渐渐死去”，有时是“死去”，比较下面两句：

The old man dying
 （渐渐死去）, his sons shed tears silently.

He was twice married, his first wife dying
 （死去）during his absence abroad.


5．
 说“因为…而死”通常用die of
 。例如：What did he die of
 ? He died of
 cancer. He died of
 hunger. 和He died of
 old age. 在病名的前面有时用from。例如：He died from
 cancer.


6．
 die后面接形容词或名词，作“在死的时候是…”解。例如：He died rich. He died young. He died a hero. 和He died a martyr.


7．
 die（骰子）的复数形式是dice，习惯上“一粒骰子”说one of the dice而不说a die。也有人说a dice。


differ
 differ在用作“不同”解的时候后面接from，不接with。例如：Chinese differs greatly from
 English in pronunciation. differ在用作“有不同的意见”或“表示异议”解的时候后面接with或from都可以。例如：I have to differ with
 （或from
 ）you about that. 和Why should he differ with
 （或from
 ）her in such a small matter? 用with比用from普通。He differs with
 her from
 you是“他和她同样地跟你有不同的意见”。


different 1．
 different后面接from，to或than都有，接from最普通。接to主要用在英国。接than在美国比在英国用得多。


2．
 different是普通的形容词，当然可以说very
 different，但也有人说much
 different。


3．
 有人以为no
 different不及not
 different正当，但事实上no
 different比not
 different普通。Your plan is no
 different from mine不只是“你的计划跟我的（计划）是一样的。”还含有“一模一样”、“毫无不同”、“半斤八两”等意思。


4．
 广告里所说的different作“与众不同”解，例如Carpets that are different是“与众不同的地毯”不是“各不相同的地毯”。


differently
 不可说He does it differently from she does it
 ，该说He does it differently from her
 （他的做法跟她不同）。


difficult 1．
 difficult是“使人感觉困难的”，不是“感觉困难的”，如可以说This is a difficult task和This task is difficult to do，不可说I am difficult to do the task或I am difficult in doing the task。I am difficult作“我使人难以应付”解，又如：He is a difficult boy.


2．
 This task is difficult to do
 里的to do不可改作to be done。同样地，可以说difficult to answer
 ，difficult to understand
 等，不可说difficult to be answered
 ，difficult to be understood
 等。


3．
 difficult后面可以接of和表示动作的名词，如difficult of
 access，difficult of
 explanation和difficult of
 performance。


difficultly
 difficultly现在极不普通，“困难地”该说with difficulty。


difficulty 1．
 with difficulty作“困难地”解，是状语短语，不可用作形容词短语，如可以说We climbed the hill with difficulty，不可说Our climb was with difficulty，该把with difficulty改作difficult。但It was with difficulty that we climbed the hill是可以说的，却不可把with difficulty改作difficult，因为这句是We climbed the hill with difficulty的强势式，那was后面当然用副词或状语短语，不可用形容词或形容词短语。


2．
 in difficulties
 （注意用复数形式）作“处境困难的”解，是形容词短语，尤其指金钱上的困难。例如：He was in difficulties. in difficulties for
 ...作“缺乏…的”解，如He was in difficulties for
 money和He was in difficulties for
 men（他缺乏帮助他的人手）。注意不可在in difficulties后面接不定式，如不可说He was in difficulties to pay the rent，该说He was in difficulties and unable
 to pay the rent, and unable不可省。

偶尔in difficulty用作in difficulties解。例如：He was in difficulty.


3．
 make difficulties
 和raise difficulties
 都作“提出反对”或“表示异议”解，注意用复数形式。但说“不提出反对”或“不表示异议”用make（或raise）no difficulties
 或make（或raise）no difficulty都可以。


4．
 在have（much，great等）difficulty in...ing和find（much，great等）difficulty in...ing里都用单数形式difficulty，前面都没有a。have difficulty in
 ...ing里的in往往省去。例如：I had little difficulty (in) finding the house. There is（much, great等）difficulty in...ing里的in也有时省去。例如：There was some difficulty (in) getting in touch with the children at home.


5．
 不可说There is some difficulty for me to understand spoken English该说There is some difficulty in my understanding spoken English。或I have some difficulty in understanding spoken English。


6．
 注意下面各句里习惯用复数形式difficulties
 ：

We needed an interpreter because we had language difficulties
 .

The enterprise prospered in spite of money difficulties
 .

Printing difficulties have delayed the publication of the magazine.

It is technical difficulties
 only that they have yet to overcome.


diligent(ly)
 中国学生似乎把diligent和diligently用得太多。该用hard，industrious(ly)，hard-working，painstaking(ly)，studious(ly) 等词调剂一下。


dine 1．
 dine作have dinner解（参见dinner
 ）。但往往含有“所have的dinner是丰盛的或正式的”的意思，近代英国作家Arnold Bennett写道：Edwin had never dined, he had merely had dinner.


2．
 比较下面三句：

I shall dine
 with him tomorrow.

I am dining
 with him tomorrow. （比第一句通俗）

I dine
 with him tomorrow. （有“经常每星期几或每月某天我跟他一同进餐，明天又将轮到”的意思）


dinner 1．
 英美“上等”人家的dinner通常在晚上，“中等”和“下等”人家的dinner通常在午刻。晚上吃dinner的人们所吃“午餐”叫lunch，他们或者不吃supper或者在dinner以后吃一顿简便的supper。


2．
 dinner也指正式的宴会。


3．
 dinner有时指“正餐那件事”，有时指“正餐吃的东西”，不论作哪个解，都有时是类名词，有时不是。例如：

He had a
 hasty dinner with me.

He had to wait for dinner.

He ate a
 well-cooked dinner.

He could not bring much dinner to me.


4．
 at dinner，to dinner，before dinner，after dinner等表达方式里都没有the。


5．
 have dinner，take dinner和eat dinner都作“进餐”解。


diploma 1．
 diploma主要指大学或专科学校的毕业证书，小学或中学的毕业证书通常用certificate。


2．
 说某某学科的毕业证书，diploma后面接in。例如：diploma in
 education，diploma in
 law，diploma in
 biology


diplomat(ist)
 diplomat（外交家）和diplomatist相同，都很普通，在英国多用diplomatist，在美国多用diplomat。但说“有外交手腕的人”在美国也用diplomatist。


direct 1．
 direct（直接地，用作副词）在下面各句里比directly普通：

I will go direct
 to the capital.

The tram goes there direct
 .

Please send the goods direct
 to me.

You had better write direct
 to the headmaster.

We shall communicate with you direct
 .

We got the information from the police direct
 .


2．
 direct（命令）后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall或should或虚拟现在式。例如：

I direct that
 he shall
 （或should
 ）be paid in full.

I direct that
 he be
 （不用is
 ）paid in full.

I directed that
 he should
 be paid in full.

I directed that
 he（不用was
 ）be
 paid in full.


direction 1．
 in...direction是“向着…的方向”，from
 ...direction是“从…的方向”。in
 ...direction里的in不可改作to。


2．
 an easterly direction里用an，不用the，但the
 direction of the east里用the，不用an。


3．
 说“命令”、“吩咐”、“指示”、“（药的）服法”、“（器具的）用法”等都习惯用复数形式。后面有时接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should。例如：Before he started, he left directions that
 his papers should
 be kept where they were.


directive
 近一二十年来directive往往用作名词，作“命令”解。尤其指关于重大事件的发给许多人的命令。


directly 1．
 参见direct 1



2．
 directly往往用作连接词，作as soon as解。例如：I got up directly
 I heard him. 这是口语用法，主要用在英国。


directory
 directory用作“董事会”解是美国英语，相当于英国英语的directorate。


dirt
 dirt统指一切污秽的东西，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。例如：The swine love to wallow in dirt.


disagree 1．
 disagree不论作何解释，后面只接with，不接其他介词。例如：This disagrees with
 that. I disagree with
 you about that. 和We disagree with
 your suggestion.


2．
 disagreed（不及物动词的过去分词）有时用作形容词。例如：The committee are disagreed on this point.


disappear
 disappear是一时的动作，所以不可说He has disappeared for some days，该说He disappeared some days ago. 或It is some days since he disappeared。偶尔也有For ten days again he disappeared等句。


disappoint(ed) 1．
 disappoint是“使…失望”或“使沮丧”，不是“感觉失望”，如可以说The book has disappointed me和I have been
 disappointed in the book，不可说I have disappointed in the book。The book disappoints里的disappoints作“使人失望”解，是不及物动词。


2．
 be disappointed in
 ...是“对于…感觉失望”，be disappointed of
 ...是“因为得不到…而感觉失望”，比较下面两句：

I was disappointed in
 the book. （我对于那本书感觉失望［那本书不及我原来所期望的好］。）

I was disappointed of
 the book. （我因为得不到那本书而感觉失望。）be disappointed with
 ...跟be disappointed in
 ...意思相同，但后面通常接指人的词。例如：He was disappointed with
 his new assistant. be disappointed at
 ...跟be disappointed in
 ...也意思相同，后面通常接指东西的词。例如：He was disappointed at
 his marriage.


3．
 He is disappointed和He is disappointing和He despairs意思不同。参见despair 3



4．
 disappointed后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He is disappointed that
 he did not fulfil his quota of production last month.


5．
 disappointed后面可以接表示原因的不定式。例如：The teacher was disappointed to find
 that the boy could not spell his own name.


6．
 关于a disappointed look（失望的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


disapprove 1．
 disapprove用作“不核准”解现在很不普通。


2．
 I disapprove (of
 ) your conduct和I disapprove (of
 ) your doing so等句子里的of可有可无。但I disapprove of
 you（指人）等句子里的of不可省去。


disarmament
 disarmament没有复数形式disarmaments
 。


disaster
 disaster有时指一件很不幸的事，有时统指很不幸的事。例如：The railway accident is indeed a
 disaster. 和He never thinks of the possibility of disaster.


disc
 参见disk



disconcert(ed)
 关于his disconcerted face（他的受窘的面容）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


disconsolate
 disconsolate（郁郁不乐的）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He was disconsolate that
 nobody had come out to meet him.


discontent(ed) 1．
 discontent用作形容词现在极不普通，该用discontented。


2．
 discontent（名词），discontentedness，discontentment和discontentness有下面几点该注意：

（1）discontent最普通。

（2）discontentedness着重在“被使不满足”的意思。

（3）discontentment跟discontent相同，但不及discontent普通。

（4）discontentness极不普通，不该用。


discontentedness
 参见discontent(ed) 2



discontentment
 参见discontent(ed) 2



discontentness
 参见discontent(ed) 2



discontinue 1．
 discontinue（中止）后面接动名词比接不定式普通，如He soon discontinued writing
 to me比He soon discontinued to write
 to me普通。


2．
 continue（继续）是连续的动作，但discontinue通常是一时的动作。如假定你从3点钟到9点钟连续写字，在9点钟停止，continue 6小时，在9点钟那一时刻discontinue了，可以说I continued (to write) for six hours, and discontinued at nine o'clock。但偶尔也指“持续地停止”。例如：After his illness he discontinued writing for nearly five years.


discount 1．
 for discount（当作折扣），without discount（没有折扣），get discount（得到折扣）等表达方式里习惯没有a。5％ discount和a
 5％ discount都可以说。


2．
 discount（动词）作“贴现”解的时候，主语也许是收进票据者，也许是交出票据者，如The bank discounted my bill和I discounted my bill at the bank都可以说。


discourage 1．
 discourage（劝阻）的宾语后面接from和动名词，不接不定式，如His advice discouraged her from trying
 again里的from trying不可改用to try。把from改作against也可以，但不及用from普通。


2．
 discourage是“阻止成功”，“阻止”而不成功便不是discourage，如不可说His advice discouraged her from trying again, but she made two attempts more，该把discouraged改作was meant to discourage。


discover 1．
 discover是“发现”（原来有而未曾被人知道的东西），invent是“发明（原来没有的东西）”。如牛顿（Newton）的发现地心吸力是discover，中国的发明指南针是invent。


2．
 He suddenly discovered himself (to be
 ) unable to go to the concert because of a previous engagement里的to be用的多，不用的少。


discriminate
 discriminate A and B, discriminate between
 A and B和discriminate A from
 B都可以说。


discuss
 discuss（讨论）是及物动词，所以后面不该加上about，如不可说We shall discuss about
 the problem very soon或The book discusses about
 the international situation，该把about删去。


discussion
 We had a
 discussion on
 the easing of world tensions里的on改作of或about也可以。


disease
 disease统指“病”。a
 disease是“一种病”。diseases是“多种病”。


disfavour
 参见disgrace



disgrace
 disgrace比disfavour语气重，如可以说He was in disfavour amounting almost to disgrace。


disgraceful
 可以说You ought to be ashamed of the disgraceful manner in which you treated your little brother，但不可说You did not treat your little brother in a disgraceful manner或Did you treat your little brother in a disgraceful manner? 以及If you treated your little brother in a disgraceful manner, you ought to be ashamed of it和You must avoid treating your little brother in a disgraceful manner。参见most 4



disguise(d)
 disguise是“使…假装”。例如：Henry disguised her as a beggar. 注意disguised的宾语是her，不是beggar，要是说Henry disguised a beggar，便是说“亨利把一个叫化子假装（得不像叫化子）”了。同样地，a disguised beggar是“一个实际是叫化子而假装得不像叫化子的人”，不是“一个假装得像叫化子的人”。a beggar in disguise也是这个意思。“一个假装得像叫化子的人”该说a person（或man，或woman）disguised as a beggar。


disgust(ed) 1．
 disgust用作名词是“厌恶”，不是“惹厌”。例如：He showed disgust at the sight. 但disgust用作动词是“惹…的厌”，不是“厌恶…”，如可说The sight disgusted him，不可说He disgusted the sight。但可以说He was
 disgusted at the sight。


2．
 关于a disgusted grin（表示厌恶的露齿一笑）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


disgustful
 disgustful有两个意思，“惹厌的”和“因厌恶而起的”，如disgustful sight（惹厌的景象）和disgustful contempt（因厌恶而起的轻视）。现在说“惹厌的”多用disgusting，少用disgustful。


disillusion
 disillusion（动词）作free from illusion解，就是“使（某人）大失所望”。例如：He had thought the story very interesting, but was disillusioned after reading the first few pages.


disillusionize
 disillusionize等于disillusion，但不及disillusion普通。


disinclination
 disinclination后面接不定式或to和动名词，如his disinclination to go
 out at night和his disinclination to going
 out at night。


disincline
 disincline现在通常只用作及物动词，作“使…不要”解，它的宾语后面接不定式或to，往往用在被动语态里。例如：The health disinclines him to read
 . He is now disinclined to read
 . The health disinclines him to
 sociability. 和He is now disinclined to
 sociability.


disinterested
 disinterested作“不自私的”或“公正的”解，uninterested作“不注意的”或“不感兴趣的”解，不可相混。


disk 1．
 disk和disc相同。


2．
 disk作“唱片”解主要用在美国，在英国通常用record。


dislike 1．
 dislike（动词）后面接不定式或动名词都可以。例如：She dislikes to leave
 （或leaving
 ）letters unanswered.


2．
 dislike（名词）后面接to，of或for，不接不定式，如可以说his dislike to
 （或of
 ，或for
 ）leaving letters unanswered，不可说his dislike to leave
 letters unanswered。


3．
 I dislike him语气比I have a dislike to（或of，或for）him重。


dispatch 1．
 dispatch比despatch普通。


2．
 dispatch作send（off）解，但不及send（off）普通。


displace
 displace是“把…的地位让给另一东西”，misplace是“把…放在不该放的地位”，如假定你把第一册书放在第五册书的地位，你便displace了第五册，misplace了第一册。被displace的人或物当然被迫让位，在第二次世界大战里的displaced person是“被迫离开祖国的欧洲人”。


disposal
 disposal相当于dispose of
 ，disposition相当于dispose。如the disposal
 of the books是“这些书的处置”，如“藏起来”或“卖掉”，the disposition
 of the books是“这些书的安排”，指“排列”。at your（或his等）disposal和at your（或his等）disposition意思相同，作“听任支配”解。例如：It is at your disposal（或disposition），现在多用disposal。


dispose
 dispose和dispose of
 都可以用作“处理”解，如You may dispose it as you please和You may dispose of
 it as you please都可以说。现在多用dispose of
 。


disposed
 disposed（愿意的）后面接不定式或to和动名词都可以。例如：I am disposed to help
 （或to helping
 ）you.


disposition 1．
 参见disposal



2．
 disposition（意向）后面接to或不定式，如a disposition to
 jealousy和a disposition to suspect
 people。


disqualify 1．
 disqualify（使不合格）的宾语的后面接for和动名词，不接不定式，如His poor eyesight has disqualified him for serving
 in the army里的for serving不可改作to serve。


2．
 disqualify（使失去权利）的宾语的后面接from和动名词。例如：A conviction of perjury has disqualified him from being
 a witness.


disregard
 disregard（名词）后面接of，for或to都可以，如his disregard of
 （或for
 ，或to
 ）convention。


dissatisfactory
 dissatisfactory远不及unsatisfactory普通。


dissatisfied 1．
 dissatisfied语气比unsatisfied重。


2．
 关于a dissatisfied expression（一个不满意的表情）等，参见much 3 (5) E



dissemble 1．
 He dissembles fear可以作“他实际上不怕而假装怕”解，但通常作“他实际怕而假装得不怕”解，等于dissimulate。参见dissimulate



2．
 没有相当于dissemble的名词，在需要名词的场合用dissimulation。


disservice
 do him（或her等）a disservice作“做有害于他（或她等）的事”解，往往含有“原来想有利于他（或她等）而结果反而有害于他（或她等）”的意思。


dissimilar
 dissimilar后面通常接to，也可以接from或with，但不普通。


dissimulate 1．
 He dissimulates fear是“他实际怕而假装得不怕”。He simulates fear是“他实际不怕而假装得怕”。


2．
 dissimulate不及dissemble通俗，但在跟simulate对比的场合习惯用dissimulate。


dissuade 1．
 dissuade（劝阻）后面现在接宾语和from，不接宾语和不定式，如I must dissuade you from
 your purpose和I must dissuade you from
 going。from going不可改作to go。


2．
 dissuade可能是“劝阻成功”，可能是“劝阻（而未必成功）”，通常必须看了上下文才能看出。例如：

He dissuaded me from my purpose, without much difficulty. （成功）

He dissuaded me from my purpose, but did not insist. （不成功）

用在被动语态总是指成功的。例如：I am thankful that I was dissuaded from my purpose.


distance 1．
 at
 a distance和to
 a distance里用a，不用the。in
 the distance里用the不用a。from a
 distance比from the
 distance普通。at that
 distance和at some
 distance里用at。


2．
 in the distance所指的“远处”指看得见或听得到的地方，如I see a cottage in the distance和I hear a dog barking in the distance。但一人住在上海，一人住在南京，不能说彼此in the distance。


3．
 within easy distance of the school等表达方式里的easy前面没有an或the。


distaste(ful) 1．
 distaste是“厌恶”，后面接for或of。例如：a distaste for
 monotonous work和a distaste of
 being left behind。


2．
 distaste是“厌恶”，不是“惹厌”，但distasteful是“惹厌的”，不是“厌恶的”。


distinct(ive)(ly)
 distinct(ly) 是“独立的（或地）”或“清楚的（或地）”，distinctive(ly) 是“足以表示特殊的（或地）、有特色的（或地）”。One of the distinctive features of the book is its distinct illustrations是“这本书的特点之一是它的清楚的插图”。英美人往往在该用distinct(ly)的场合误用distinctive(ly)。


distinguish(ed) 1．
 distinguish A and B和distinguish between
 A and B都可以说。在主动语态里用between普通些，在被动语态里不用between普通些。例如：We must carefully distinguish between
 the present participle and the gerund. 和The present participle and the gerund must be carefully distinguished.


2．
 distinguished（著名的、出众的）后面接for或by都可以，例如He is distinguished for
 （或by
 ）his sound judgement。用for比用by普通。


distress(ed) 1．
 distressed（心中痛苦的）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：She was distressed that
 her mother was ailing.


2．
 distressed后面可以接表示原因的不定式。例如：I was distressed to learn
 the other day that you were ill again.


distribute 1．
 distribute（分发）的宾语后面接to或among都可以。例如：Please distribute these pictures to
 （或among
 ）the children.


2．
 distribute不可用来指“分派给一个人”，如不可说Please distribute this picture to that boy。


district
 我国的“县”从前往往译作district，…县译作the
 ... district，如the
 Wu district（吴县）。现在通常译作county，没有the。


distrust
 distrust语气比mistrust重些。


distrustful 1．
 distrustful是“不信任别人的”，不是“被人不信任的”或“不值得信任的”。后面接of。例如：They seemed to be distrustful of
 us.


2．
 distrustful语气比mistrustful重些。


divers(e)
 divers是“若干个”，着重在“不止一个或两个”，diverse是“不同的”，着重在“形形色色”。“百家争鸣”里的“百家”可以译作diverse
 schools (of thought)。divers现在很少见。


divine
 divine（动词）作“推测”解，后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：She divined that
 her brother was going to marry.


divinity
 the D
 ivinity指“上帝”，a d
 ivinity指“神”。the D
 ivinity里的the偶尔省去，Divinity的开首字母必须大写。a d
 ivinity里的divinity的开首字母必须小写。


divorce 1．
 divorce是“离婚”，不可指“解除婚约”。


2．
 divorce通常是及物动词，如可以说He has divorced her和They were divorced last year。不该说He has divorced和They divorced last year。


3．
 He has divorced her是男的主动，She has divorced him是女的主动。但He has been divorced和She has been divorced只说“他已经离婚”和“她已经离婚”，并不一定是“被动”的。注意下面各句：

He has divorced her.

He has been divorced by
 her.

He has been divorced from
 her.

He has been divorced.

第一句说男的主动。第二句说女的主动。第三句和第四句并不说谁是主动。divorced man和divorced woman是“离了婚的男子”和“离了婚的女子”，并没有被动的意思。“离了婚的人”（不分男女）是divorcee。


4．
 divorce是抽象名词，也是类名词She is seeking for (a
 ) divorce里的a可有可无。


do 1．
 do和did用来加强语势。例如：

I do
 hope you will come. Do
 come.


Do
 be quiet. I did
 hope you would come.

这两句里的do和did都该重读。注意do be只用在祈使语气里，I do be
 happy和He does be
 happy都不可以说。相当于I am happy和He is happy的强势式是I am
 happy和He is
 happy。那am和is都该印作斜体，或在下面加上一横线，读起来该重读。

I do
 hope you will come是I hope you will come的强势式。Do
 come是Come的强势式。Do
 be quiet是Be quiet的强势式，是一种强势的请求，略有不耐烦的含意，却并不是命令。I did
 hope you would come是I hoped you would come的强势式。否定的强势式在用词上跟非强势式没有不同，只是把那否定的词重读。例如：











3．
 注意下面各句里的do和did：

Never do
 （或did
 ）I see him.

Not a word do
 （或did
 ）I ever say to him.

Little do
 （或did
 ）I know about him.

Hardly do
 （或did
 ）I know about him.

Seldom do
 （或did
 ）I see him.

Rarely do
 （或did
 ）I see him.

Only on Sundays do
 （或did
 ）I meet him.

Well do
 （或did
 ）I remember him.

注意：以上各句里的do和did虽然都是用来加重语气的，但习惯上并不重读。do和did都用在主语I的前面，而且不可省去。假使省去了，never，not a word，little，hardly，seldom，rarely，only on Sundays和well都不可用在句首，如Never do I see him该改作I never see him，Never did I see him该改作I never saw him。除了only和well以外，never等词都有否定性质。


4．
 He studies English as hard as I do Chinese里的do代表study。He studies English as hard as I do里的do代表study English。这两种用法都很普通。但该注意下面各点：

（1）do不可代表动词to be和表语，如He is as much interested as I am
 里的am不可改作do。

（2）do不可代表从被动语态里推想出来的动词，如不可说His essays are always written as carefully as I do
 mine，该把do改作write。

（3）do不可用在被动语态，现在分词或动名词，如不可说：

His essays are always written as carefully as mine are done
 . （该把done删去或改作written）

He always writes as carefully as I am doing
 . （该把doing改作writing）

He always writes as carefully as I am in the habit of doing
 . （该把doing改作writing）

（4）He studies English as hard as I do里的do可以省去，但通常不省去，因为I是代词。He studies English as hard as his brother does里的does通常省去，因为brother是名词．


5．
 注意下面各句里的do so，do it，which...do和as...do：

I did not write my essay yesterday, but shall do so
 tomorrow.

I did not write my essay yesterday, but shall do it
 tomorrow.

I wrote my essay in English yesterday, which
 I seldom do
 .

I wrote my essay in English yesterday, as
 I seldom do
 .

第三句里的which和第四句里的as都指wrote my essay in English，也可以说指writing my essay in English。

注意上面各句里的write和wrote都属于主动语态。下面各句都不可说：

My essay was not written yesterday, but I shall do so
 tomorrow.

My essay was not written yesterday, but I shall do it
 tomorrow.

My essay was written in English yesterday, which
 I seldom do
 .

My essay was written in English yesterday, as
 I seldom do
 .


6．
 do so和do it可说意思相同。例如：I did not write my essay yesterday, but shall do so
 tomorrow. 和I did not write my essay yesterday, but shall do it
 tomorrow. do so不及do it明确，do it里的it明白指write my essay那一件事。比较下面两句：

When he heard the knock, he stood up to open the door, but as he did so
 , the telephone rang.

When he heard the knock, he locked the door. I do not know why he did it
 .

但第一句里的so也可以改作it，第二句里的it也可以改作so。


7．
 There is nothing to do
 是“没有事可做（闲着）”。There is nothing to be done
 是“没有办法”。


8．
 do for，do to和do with意思不同。例如：

What have you done for
 him? （你为他做了什么？你怎样帮助了他？）

What have you done to
 him? （你做了什么害他的事？）

What have you done with
 him? （你怎样处理了他？）

What can I do for you? 是口头惯用语，直译作“我能够为你做什么？”就是“你来看我有什么事？”或（店员问顾客）“你要买什么？”


9．
 在疑问句和否定句里，助动词do往往和have用在一起。例如：

Do you have bread for supper?

I do not have many visitors.

这两句可以改作：

Have you bread for supper?

I have not many visitors.

但远不及用do的自然。

把助动词do和have用在一起，在美国比在英国普通。在英国通常用在习惯或经常发生的事情，不用在一时或永久的事情，如通常说：

Do you have bread for supper?

I do not have many visitors.

但不说：

Do you have bread for supper this evening
 ? （该说Have you bread for supper this evening?）

I do not have many visitors today
 . （该说I have not many visitors today。）

也不说：

Do you have brothers and sisters?

I do not have a very strong heart.

但在美国没有这种限制。

上面所举的各句里的have都作“有”解，或有近乎“有”的意思。在have a look，have a chat，have a good time，have a rest，have an accident，have an engagement等表达方式里的have和那后面的名词习惯用在一起。例如：


Did
 you have
 a look at the picture? （不作：Had
 you a look at the picture?）

I did
 not have
 a chat with him. （不作：I had
 not a chat with him.）


Did
 you have
 a good time at the top of the hill? （不作：Had
 you a good time at the top of the hill?）

He did
 not have
 a rest till late at night. （不作：he had
 not a rest till late at night.）

同样地，该说Did
 you have
 your hair cut yesterday? 不该说Had you your hair cut yesterday
 ? 该说I did not have
 my hair cut yesterday，不该说I had not
 my hair cut yesterday。


10．
 比较下面两句：

I have not（或haven't）to go. （1．我不必去。2．我只得不去，我不可去。）

I do not（或don't）have to go. （我不必去。）

第一句有两个不同的意思，但I haven't got
 to go只作“我不必去”解。第一句用在第二个意思里很不普通。

比较下面两句：

I haven't
 (got
 ) to go next Sunday. （一次）

I don't
 have to go on Sundays. （经常）


11．
 do nothing but（或except），do anything but（或except）和do less than三种表达方式后面的不定式没有to。例如：

He did nothing but（或except）laugh
 .

He did not do anything but（或except）laugh
 .

He could hardly do less than laugh
 .

在None of them did anything but（或except）laugh
 等句子里的不定式也没有to。

下面三句里wait and see前面的to可有可无：

There was nothing（或little）for James to do but (to
 ) wait and see
 .

It was impossible for James to do otherwise than (to
 ) wait and see
 .

What is there to do but (to
 ) wait and see
 ?


12．
 have done（停止）和have done with（停止、完结）两习语都属于完成时态。事实上只有完成时态而没有其他时态。

have done后面有时不接什么，有时接动名词，如I have done和I have done writing
 。have done with后面接名词，或代词，或动名词。例如：I have done with the whole thing
 . I have done with it
 . 和I have done with writing. I have done writing和I have done with
 writing意思相同。

have done和have done with里的have有时改作动词to be。例如：I am
 done with the whole thing. I am
 done writing. 和I am
 done with writing. 用动词to be主要流行在美国、苏格兰和爱尔兰。


13．
 do away with和do away都作“除去”解，现在通常用do away with而不用do away。


14．
 make do（do是不定式）作“勉强过去”解，make do with作“靠着…勉强过去”解。例如：In those days of high prices before liberation we found it very hard to make do
 . 和As I had broken my pen, I had to make do with
 a pencil.


15．
 How do you do? 是习惯用语，但通常不说How do your parents do? 和How does your brother do? 等，却说How are your parents? 和How is your brother? 等。


doctor 1．
 严格说来，医学博士才是doctor（简写作Dr），但在美国一切医生都被称做doctor（或Dr），也把doctor（或Dr）用来称牙医，兽医和药剂师等。在英国外科医生不算作doctor。


2．
 the two Drs Johnson和the two Dr Johnsons
 都可以说。


doctrine
 Eisenhower Doctrine（艾森豪威尔主义），Monroe Doctrine（门罗主义）等前面有the，但political doctrine，Christian doctrine，points of doctrine等表达方式里的doctrine是抽象名词，不用the。


document
 document指供给证据的任何东西，不一定是公文或文书。如钱币、图画（不一定有文字）、碑铭等也包括在内。


doff
 doff现在不很普通，最好改用take off。


dog
 dog是“公狗”，“母狗”叫bitch，但习惯上不论公母都可称dog。


dollar
 是美国货币单位的名称，译作“元”。说中国的货币单位“元”习惯用yuan
 ，复数同式。


dominate
 dominate和dominate over意思相同。


don
 don现在很不普通，最好改用put on。


donate
 donate（捐赠）主要用在美国。


donation
 donation（捐赠的东西、捐款）不及gift普通。


done
 关于have done和have done with，参见do 12



donkey
 参见ass



doomsday
 doomsday（世界末日）前面没有the。


door 1．
 out of doors
 比out of door普通得多。


2．
 There are three doors in
 this room里习惯用in。


3．
 说“通入…的门”在door后面接to。例如：There is a little door to
 the kitchen.


dormitory
 dormitory在英国是一间“宿舍”，在美国通常是一所“宿舍”。在美国往往用dormitory bedroom指一间“宿舍”。


double 1．
 double（双重的）后面接单数形式的名词，如双宾语（双宾语）包括直接宾语和间接宾语，double meaning（双关语）包括一个明显的意思和一个暗示的意思。


2．
 double this amount, double what was paid等比the
 double of
 this amount, the
 double of
 what was paid等普通。


doubt 1．
 I have no doubt that
 he will come soon和I have no doubt he will come soon都可以说。


2．
 可以说There
 is no doubt that he will come soon，不可说It
 is no doubt that he will come soon。

There is no doubt about it
 that he will come soon. =There is no doubt that he will come soon.


3．
 doubt（动词）除了在否定句和疑问句里以外，后面通常接whether而不接that，如通常说I do not doubt that
 he will come soon和Do you doubt that
 he will come soon? 但不说I doubt that
 he will come soon。最好把that改作whether。doubt用作名词也有这区别，如通常说There is no doubt that
 he will come soon和Is there any doubt that
 he will come soon? 但不说There is some doubt that
 he will come soon。最好把that改作whether。


4．
 在上面说过，I doubt that
 he will come soon里的that最好改作whether。用了that，不但不合习惯，而且往往有可能被人误解，因为在旧式些的英语里doubt that...作“恐怕…”或“料想…”解。


5．
 I doubt whether he will come soon含有“我想他不会不久就来”的意思，I doubt whether he will not
 come soon含有“我想他不久就来”的意思。


6．
 no doubt是状语短语，现在作“当然”或“大约”解，没有“确实无疑”那样的坚信的意思，如No doubt he meant well enough和You have no doubt heard of her before。要表示“确实无疑”的意思，该用undoubtedly，without doubt，without a doubt，beyond doubt或beyond a doubt。


7．
 in doubt有时作“怀疑的”解，有时作“使人怀疑的”解，如I am in doubt about his age和His age is in doubt。在用作“怀疑的”解的时候，后面往往不用介词而直接以what，where，how等开首的短语或从句。例如：

I am in doubt what
 to do with it.

I am in doubt where
 he lives.

I am in doubt how
 to proceed.


8．
 I have no doubt about it和There is no doubt about it等句子里用单数形式doubt，但I have doubts
 about it里必须用复数形式。


doubtful 1．
 doubtful有时作“使人怀疑的”解，有时作“怀疑的”解，如Here is a doubtful point of grammar和I am doubtful of the construction of this sentence注意第二句里doubtful后面接of。


2．
 doubtful除了在否定句和疑问句里以外，后面通常接whether而不接that，如通常说It is not doubtful that
 he will come soon和Can it be doubtful that
 he will come soon? 但不说It is doubtful that
 he will come soon。最好把that改作whether。


3．
 It is doubtful whether he will come soon含有“他大约不会不久就来”的意思，It is doubtful whether he will not
 come soon含有“他大约不久就来”的意思。


4．
 doubtful（怀疑的）后面可以不用介词而直接以what，where，how等开首的短语或从句。例如：

I am doubtful what
 to do with it.

I am doubtful where
 he lives.

I am doubtful how
 to proceed.


doubtless
 doubtless现在只用作副词，不用作形容词。它的意思跟no doubt相同。参见doubt 6
 说“无疑的”通常用unquestionable或indubitable。


down 1．
 down和up是显然相反的，但下面几点该注意：

（1）说“南”用down，说“北”用up，跟我国的“南下”和“北上”相同。例如：He has gone down south
 . 和He has gone up north
 .

（2）说“沿海”用down，说“内地”用up，如he has gone down
 to the coast
 和He has gone up
 to the country
 。up to the country似乎不及up the country，up country，up-country或upcountry普通。

（3）说“乡村”用down，说“城市”用up，如He has gone down
 to the country和He has gone up
 to town
 。在英国up to town或up in town通常指首都伦敦。

（4）说河的“下游”（近河口）用down，说河的“上游”（近发源地）用up，如He has sailed down
 the river和He has sailed up
 the river。

（5）说城市的“商业区”（热闹的）用down，说城市的“住宅区”（冷静的）用up，如He comes down
 town（或down
 -town，或down
 town）every morning和he lives up
 town（或up
 -town，或up
 town）。这主要是美国用法，参见down(-)town


（6）说“沿（街、弄等）”用down或up没有区别。例如：He is walking down
 （或up
 ）the street.


2．
 比较下面两句：

A cat jumped down the ladder. （一只猫在梯子上跳下来［沿着梯子一跳一跳地下来］。）

A cat jumped down from
 the ladder. （一只猫从梯子上跳下来［一刹那的动作］。）


3．
 He is up是“他已经起身。”He is down是“他已经离开卧室（或梳洗室）。”可以说He is up and down。


downstair(s) 1．
 不论用作形容词或副词，downstairs
 比downstair普通。


2．
 downstairs虽然有时也用作名词，但不可说in
 downstairs
 或to
 downstairs.


3．
 He kept running up and down stairs里因为up和down并列而down和stairs分开。


down(-)town
 downtown或down-town主要是美国英语，指城市的（热闹的）商业区，用作形容词、副词或名词都可以。例如：He works in a down(-)town street. He works down(-)town. 和I do not care for the lift of down(-)town. 在用作副词的时候，往往写作down town。


dozen 1．
 dozen的复数形式有时后面加s，有时不加。dozen后面有时有of，有时没有。dozens
 后面不可没有of而直接接名词。下面几点该注意：

（1）some dozen people是“一打左右的人”，就是“大约十二个人”。some dozen of
 people同义。some dozens of
 people是“若干打的人”，就是“几十个人”。说“若干打”必须用some dozens
 ，不可用some dozen。

（2）a dozen people，two dozen people，several dozen people，many dozen people等表达方式里都用dozen，不用dozens
 ，而且都没有of
 ，用了of便带古意。但a dozen of
 these people，two dozen of
 them，several dozen of
 wine等表达方式里该有of，因为习惯上在these，those，them，us等词前面该用dozen of
 ，在wine等物质名词前面也该用dozen of
 （dozen后面省去bottles，quarts等词）。several dozen of wine或many dozen of wine里的dozen可以改作dozens
 。

（3）dozens
 of people（几十人、许多人）和dozens
 of times（几十次、许多次）等表达方式里用dozens
 ，不用dozen。


2．
 关于a dozen
 和one
 dozen，参见a，an 20
 (5)


Dr
 参见doctor



draft 1．
 draft和draught实际是一个词，但有下面几点应该注意：

（1）说“支取款项”或“汇票”只用draft，不用draught。

（2）说军队里的“分遣”或“分遣队”用draft比用draught普通。

（3）说“草稿”，“作…的草稿”或“草图”用draft比用draught普通。但说“作…的草图”在英国通常用draught，在美国通常用draft。“投稿”的“稿”和“书稿”的“稿”不可用draft，该用manuscript。

（4）在英国人用draught的场合美国人往往用draft。


2．
 draft（汇票）后面习惯接for再接款额，如a draft for
 ¥ 200。也有人用of，但不及for普通。


3．
 draft（汇票）后面习惯接on再接银行名，如a draft on
 the Bank of China。


drama
 统指“戏剧”用drama或the
 drama都可以，统指“某地或某时的戏剧”用the或不用the也都可以，如the
 French drama和French drama, the
 Elizabethan drama和Elizabethan drama。


draught 1．
 参见draft 1



2．
 draught（通风、气流）通常用作类名词，但有时也用作物质名词。例如：There is too much draught here.


draw 1．
 draw（拉）不及pull通俗。


2．
 draw用作“画（图）”或“画…的图”解都可以。例如：draw a picture of a cat和draw a cat。


3．
 draw是“绘制画”，不指水彩画或油画。


4．
 draw有时带有双宾语。例如：I ask you to draw（画）me a plan
 showing where your house is. I ask you to draw me a cheque for this amount（开给我这笔款的支票）. 和I ask you to draw（汲）me
 a bucket
 of cold water.


dread 1．
 dread（动词）后面接不定式比接动名词普通，如Lily dreads to go
 out late at night比Lily dreads going
 out late at night普通。也可以接以lest引导的从句。例如：She dreads lest
 her baby (should) have a relapse. 但很不通俗。


2．
 dread用作形容词作“可怕的”或“使人敬畏的”解，现在很不普通，最好改用dreadful。


3．
 dread（名词）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He has a dread that
 the weather will prove too much for his old father.


4．
 in dread后面可以接以lest引导的从句。例如：They were in dread lest
 a storm (should) destroy their crops. 但很不通俗。


dream 1．
 dream是类名词，是一个一个的梦，并不统指“梦”或“做梦”，就是说不是抽象名词，如可以说I had a
 dream last night和He pretended to be able to interpret dreams
 。不可说I never have dream或He often talks in dream。该改作I never have dreams
 和He often talks in his
 dreams
 。


2．
 dream（动词）后面接of或about或以that引导的从句，不接不定式，如可以说I sometimes dream of
 （或about
 ）my grandfather和I sometimes dream that
 I am in Singapore，不可说I sometimes dream to be
 in Singapore。在用作“梦想”解的时候，dream后面接of或以that引导的从句，不接about，如I have never dreamt of
 （不用about
 ）doing this和I often dream that
 I shall go to the moon some day。


3．
 dream有时用作形容词，作“梦中的（而未必真有的）”或“像梦一样美妙的”解，如dream children, dream city, dream landscape, dream holiday和dream face。


drear(y)
 dreary比drear普通得多。drear在散文里用得很少。


dress 1．
 dress（动词）作“穿衣”或“替（某人）穿衣”解，不作“穿（衣）”解，如可以说She is dressing和She is dressing her baby，不可说She is dressing her coat。


2．
 dress（名词）统指“服装（尤指外衣）”。例如：He doesn't seem to care much about dress. a
 dress通常是“一件女衫”，偶尔是“一件童装”，dresses
 通常是“多件女衫”，偶尔是“多件童装”。不可把a
 dress和dresses用作“一件男装”和“多件男装”解，如不可说He wears a
 blue dress该改作He is dressed in blue。


3．
 full dress（大礼服）和evening dress（晚礼服）前面都没有a或the，也没有复数形式。dress有时也单独用作evening dress解。


4．
 下面两句意思不同：

He dresses well. （他经常穿得很整齐。）

He is well dressed. （他［在某时］穿着得整齐。）

注意不可说He dressed well that morning
 ，该说He was well dressed that morning。

但下面两句里的dress指一次，并不指经常：

Let's dress（穿上礼服）for dinner.

I'm afraid I shall not have time to dress（穿上适当的衣服）。


dress-goods
 dress-goods是“女装和童装的衣料”，并不泛指“衣料”。


dress(-)maker
 dress(-)maker是“做女装和童装的人”，通常是女装裁缝，并不泛指“裁缝”。


dress(-)making
 dress(-)making是dress(-)maker的职务。


drink 1．
 He is addicted to drink, He is given to drink和He has taken to drink三句里的drink都作“过度的喝酒”解，是名词。


2．
 They used to drink heartily of
 what they liked best里用of表示“喝…的一部分”。


3．
 对人说Drink
 another cup of tea当然不错，但不及Have
 another cup of tea普通。


4．
 drink to
 him（喝酒祝他健康）和drink him都可以说。drink to
 his health和drink his health也都可以说。drink success to
 the cause是“喝酒预祝那事业的成功”，drink to
 the success of the cause是“喝酒庆祝那事业的成功”。


drive 1．
 a drive to raise funds（筹款运动），a membership drive（征求会员运动）等表达方式里的drive是美国英语，在英国用campaign。drive用作“进攻”解也是美国用法，在英国用offensive。


2．
 drive（不及物动词）和ride（不及物动词）略有不同。drive通常是“乘完全或部分地自己管理的车”，如He is driving in his own car, He is driving in a friend's car和He is driving in a hired car。ride通常是“乘自己并不管理的车”，如He is riding in a bus, He is riding in a tram-car和He is riding in a train。在美国ride也指“乘船”。例如：He is riding in a steamer. drive和ride用作名词，有跟用作不及物动词同样的区别。


3．
 drive是“驾驶”，drive in是“乘坐”。例如：

He is driving a car. （他正在驾驶汽车。）

He is driving in
 a car. （他正在坐着汽车行路。）


4．
 He drives his own car可能有两个含意：“他驾驶自己的汽车（不必借用别人的）”和“他自己驾驶汽车（没有司机）。”


drop 1．
 drop可以用作“投寄（信件）”解，有“随意一投”的意思。例如：Please drop me a line. 和I dropped a note to him this morning.


2．
 drop in（偶然访问）后面接on或upon再接指人的词。例如：I dropped in (up
 ) on
 him yesterday.


3．
 let drop（暗示，drop是不定式）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：Quite unexpectedly Paul let drop that
 he was thinking of leaving for Europe.


drouth
 drouth（旱灾）=drought，但在英国通常用drought，在美国通常用drouth。在英国drouth主要用在诗歌和方言里。


drown 1．
 drown用作不及物动词作“淹死”解，但除了在现在分词和动名词以外，通常不用drown而用动词to be＋drowned，如The drowning
 man was a foreigner, He was saved from drowning
 和He was drowned
 last night。He drowned
 last night也不算错，但不很自然。


2．
 drown用作不及物动词作“淹死”解，用作及物动词作“把…淹死”解，都指“死”，说“淹而未死”或“放入水中”不可用drown，如不可说I was drowned last night, but was fortunate enough to be saved和I drowned my cat, but she jumped up and ran away。


3．
 drown只用于有生命的东西，不可用来指船的“沉没”或“使（船）沉没”，如不可说The ship (was) drowned yesterday，该改作下面的任何一式：

The ship went down
 yesterday.

The ship sank
 yesterday.

The ship was sunk
 yesterday.

The ship was lost
 yesterday.

The ship was wrecked
 yesterday.


drudgery
 drudgery（苦役、劳苦的工作）通常用作抽象名词，但偶尔也用作类名词。例如：a
 laborious drudgery


drug
 参见medicine 1



druggist
 druggist（药剂师）在美国很通用，相当于英国的chemist。


drug(-)store 1．
 drug-store或drugstore（药房）是美国英语，相当于英国的chemist's shop。


2．
 drug(-)store在美国除了卖药和配药以外往往兼卖冰淇淋、冷热饮料、糖果、点心、牙膏、牙刷、香水、杂志、唱片等东西，而且备有凳子，给顾客们坐着聊天。


drunk(en)
 drunk和drunken有下面几点不同，该注意：

（1）drunk主要用在表语用法里，如可以说Francis is drunk。比较少说Francis is a drunk man。它作“喝醉了的”解，不作“时常喝醉的”解。

（2）drunken用在定语用法里可以作“喝醉了的”解，也可以作“时常喝醉的”解，如I met a drunken man yesterday和Francis used to be a drunken fellow。用在表语用法里只作“时常喝醉的”解，如可以说Francis used to be drunken and lazy，不可说Francis was drunken this morning。该把drunken改作drunk。


dry
 dry goods在英国通常指五谷等干物，在美国指绸、布等织物。


duck 1．
 duck（鸭）兼指雌雄，drake（雄鸭）很少用。


2．
 duck往往指鸭肉或当作猎物的鸭子，如I like duck和We shall shoot duck next week。


due 1．
 in due course（依照顺序）和in due time（在适当时机）里都没有the。in due course of time跟in due time同义，但很不普通。


2．
 the amount due to
 you（欠你的款项）等表达方式里的to在美国往往省去。Thanks are due to
 all the authors whose works are here represented里的to在美国也往往省去。


3．
 the amount due
 是“那欠着的款项”，the due
 amount是“那（多少）适当的款项”。


4．
 在“标准”英语里due to（由于）只可引导形容词短语，不可引导状语短语，如可以说Their delay was due to the bad weather，不可说“They delayed due to the bad weather，该把due改作owing，但这种用法的due to在英美都很普通。


5．
 Thanks are due (to) him和A month's leave is due (to) her都是正常的英语。He is due thanks和She is due a month's leave是比较新的结构，主要用在口语里。


dumb
 dumb用作“笨的”解是美国口语。例如：A man is not suspected of being dumb until he begins to talk.


duplicate
 a letter in duplicate是“一式两份的一封信”，the duplicate of a letter是“一封信的副本”。


dusk(y)
 dusk（薄暮的，阴暗的）用作形容词主要用在诗歌里，在一般文字里该用dusky。


dust
 dust统指“尘”，没有复数形式。a
 dust是“一阵尘土”。


Dutch(man)
 Dutch是“荷兰的”或“荷兰语”，Dutchman是“荷兰人”。从前Dutch也用作“德国的”或“德语”解，Dutchman也用作“德国人”解，现在Dutch和Dutchman在美国有时还这样解。有时也指“讲德语的美国人”。


duteous
 duteous远不及dutiful普通，最好不用。


duty
 duty后面通常接of和动名词，很少接不定式，如通常说the duty of doing
 it，很少说the duty to do
 it。


dwell
 dwell用作“住”解现在除了在报纸上以外远不及live通用。


dwelling
 除了在诗歌或法律文件里以外，dwelling通常指简陋的房子。


dying
 参见die 4



dynamic(al)
 除了作“关于dynamics（动力学）”解（例如：dynamical principles）以外，现在dynamic比dynamical普通得多，相当于这两种形式的副词都是dynamically。


dynasty 1．
 dynasty指“连续的一姓的若干君主”，就是“明朝或清朝”等的“朝”。说“南北朝”的“朝”不可用dynasty，该用period，说“乾隆朝”的“朝”也不可用dynasty该用reign。


2．
 说某朝该用the，如the
 Ming（明）Dynasty（或d
 ynasty）和the
 Stuart Dynasty（或d
 ynasty）。


3．
 in
 the...Dynasty（d
 ynasty）里的in改作during或under也可以。




E




each 1．
 each和every都作“每”解，但用法不同，该注意下面各点：

（1）each可以用作代词，但every现在只可用作形容词，如可以说each of these books，不可说every of these books，该在every后面加上one。each one也有人用，往往含有“没有遗漏”的意思。

（2）each可以指两个或两个以上中间的“每个”，但every只可指两个以上中间的“每个”，不可指两个中间的“每个”，如可以说each of my hands，不可说every one of my hands。但可以说every one of my fingers。

（3）each通常指固定的若干个中间的“每个”，但every往往指“任何一个”，如Each boy sitting at the table is my brother和Every boy should do his best。

（4）every比each语气重些。在every指固定的若干个中间的“每个”的时候，着重在全体而不在个别的各个，如I know every
 member of the family着重在“认得全家的人”，I know each
 member of the family着重在“认得各个人”。


2．
 each或each…属于单数形式，如Each is
 good, Each of the books is
 good和Each book is good
 。把each或each...当作复数是英美人常有的错误。


3．
 下面两句意思相同：

Each of the boys has
 his own mother.

The boys each have their
 own mothers.

第二句不可改作The boys each have his own mother
 。

下面两句意思也相同：

Each of the boys has
 two apples.

The boys have two apples each.

第二句改作The boys each have
 two apples也可以，但不很自然。

下面两句意思也相同：

Each of the boys is
 clever.

The boys are
 each of them clever.

第二句改作The boys are each clever
 或The boys are clever each
 也可以，但不很自然。


4．
 each of them, each of us, each of those, each of the books等都可以说，但不可说each of A and B或each of A, B, and C。


5．
 不可说between each或between each... 参见between 1



6．
 each other和one another可以通用，参见another 8



7．
 each other的物主代词形式是each other's
 ，不是each others
 '。但each other's fathers
 , each other's faces
 等表达方式里通常用fathers
 和faces
 ，很少用单数形式。


8．
 each other不可用作主语，如不可说We know what each other
 wants，该说We know each what the other wants或Each of us knows what the other wants。假使一共有三个或三个以上的人，该说We know each what the others
 want或Each of us knows what the others
 want。


9．
 注意Each day, each hour, and each minute has its
 interest里用has和its，不用have和their。


10．
 Each time (that
 ) I saw her I admired her more里的that可有可无。


eager 1．
 eager后面接for或after，如He is eager for
 （或after
 ）themastery of English。也接不定式，如He is eager to master
 English。但通常不接for或after和动名词，如通常不说He is eager for
 （或after
 ）mastering
 English。


2．
 eager后面可以接以that引导的从句，从句里用should。例如：I am（或was）eager that
 you should arrive
 there before ten.


3．
 eager后面可以接for和宾语和不定式。例如：The girl was eager for
 her parents to meet
 the young man who had asked her to marry him.


eagerness
 eagerness是eager的名词，后面接不定式。例如：an（或his等）eagerness to master
 English


ear 1．
 每个人有两个耳朵，但在若干习语里着重在“听”而不着重在耳朵那东西，所以用单数形式。例如：

an ear
 for music（辨别音乐的才能），have a good ear
 （能够辨别音乐），have a poor ear
 （不能辨别音乐），have no ear
 （不懂音乐），give ear
 to（静听），gain（或have）his（或your等）ear
 （得到他［或你等］的静听），send him（或you等）away（或off）with a flea in his（或your等）ear
 （责备或嘲笑他［或你等］而使他［或你等］走开），turn a deaf ear
 to（不理、不顾），a word in his（或your等）ear
 （对他［或你等］讲的私下话）


2．
 下面两句里用all，是习惯用法，不可改作both：

He listened with all
 his ears. （他倾耳而听。）

He was all
 ears to hear our discussion. （他静听我们的讨论。）

也可以说He was all ear。


early 1．
 early in the morning等表达方式有时被用作名词。例如：Early in the morning is a good time for a walk.


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

They arrived here early
 in the morning.

They arrived here in the early
 morning.

下面两句也意思相同：


Early
 next morning we started together.

Next morning early
 we started together.


3．
 as early as five o'clock和as early as 1632里不该在five o'clock前面加上at或在1632前面加上in。


4．
 I was told that he had left the city two days earlier
 里的earlier作before解。


earn 1．
 earn有时用作“应该得到”（实际未必得到）解，如He got what he had earned和He did not get what he had earned。


2．
 earn有时带有双宾语，作“使…得到”解。例如：His writings have earned him many friends. earned后面加上for也可以。


earnest 1．
 in earnest用作形容词短语或状语短语都可以，如He is in earnest和He asked the question in earnest。


2．
 in real earnest和in good earnest都比in earnest语气重。


ear(-)shot
 He is within ear(-)shot通常是“他在可以听到的距离以内”。偶尔是“他在可以被听到的距离以内”。He is out of ear(-)shot通常是“他在可以听到的距离以外”。偶尔是“他在可以被听到的距离以外”。比较下面每组里的两句：




within ear(-)shot of和out of ear(-)shot of也有两个不同的意思。例如：




上面所举的例子都指人的声音，He is within ear(-)shot和He is out of ear(-)shot等句往往兼指可以听和可以被听到，只能发出声音而没有听觉的东西（例如钟和乐队）不可能within ear(-)shot或out of ear(-)shot，如不可说：

The bell is within ear(-)shot.

The bell is within ear(-)shot of the class.

The band is out of ear(-)shot.

The band is out of ear(-)shot of the people outside the room.

但可以说：

The class is within ear(-)shot of the bell.

The people outside the room are out of ear(-)shot of the band.


earthy
 of the earth earthy（世俗的、人世的）或of the earth，earthy是习语，注意用earthy，不用earthly
 。


ease
 at ease和at his（或your等）ease在用作形容词短语的时候，都作“没有拘束的”或“自在的”解，如She is at (her) ease in speaking English和He is not quite at (his) ease in society。在用作状语短语的时候，at ease通常作“富裕地”解，如The old couple live at ease。偶尔作“安闲地”解，如They sat side by side and talked at ease。at his（或your等）ease作“安闲地”解，如They sat side by side and talked at their ease。


easily 1．
 easily有时作“无疑地”解，主要用在美国。例如：

He is easily the best student in the class.


The Way of All Flesh
 is easily the most important work of Samuel Butler.


2．
 可以说He is genuinely shy and blushes easily和The modern reader easily forgets that Shakespeare did not receive a good school education。


east 1．
 the
 East在英国指世界的东部，如中国、日本和印度，在美国通常指美国的东部。在美国称世界的东部通常用the
 Orient。


2．
 Far East（远东），Near East（近东）和Middle East（中东）三种表达方式前面都有the。


3．
 East China（中国的东部、华东），East Europe（欧洲的东部、东欧）等表达方式前面都没有the，但the
 east of China, the
 east of Europe等表达方式里都有the。


4．
 in
 the east of是“在…的东部”，to
 the east of是“在…的东方”，就是“比…东”，如Japan lies in
 the east of Asia和Japan lies to the
 east of China。east of（east是副词）=to
 the east of。例如：Japan lies east of China. 注意不可在该用to
 the east of的时候用in
 the east of。on
 the east of跟to
 the east of相同，但有“贴近”的含意。


5．
 east（形容词），easterly和eastern不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）east wind（东风）和easterly wind都可以说。但eastern wind极不普通，不该用。

（2）除了指风向以外，east, easterly和eastern都不作“从东方来的”解。

（3）说“东门”或“东端”用east，如East Gate和east end。the
 East End指伦敦东区，港口附近，多工人住宅。

（4）说“向东的”用easterly，如easterly course, easterly voyage和easterly direction。

（5）说“东方的”用eastern，如eastern province, eastern tribe和Eastern civilization。Eastern
 China, Eastern
 Europe等表达方式跟East
 China, East
 Europe等表达方式相同。


Easter 1．
 Easter（耶稣复活节），Easter day和Easter Sunday三个单词意思相同，前面都没有the。


2．
 Easter前面用at，Easter day和Easter Sunday前面用on。


easterly
 参见east 5



eastern
 参见east 5



easy 1．
 easy是“容易的”，不是“感觉容易的”，如可以说This is an easy lesson和This lesson is easy to learn。不可说I am easy to learn the lesson或I am easy in learning the lesson。


2．
 可以说This lesson is easy to learn
 。也有人说This lesson is easy to be learnt
 ，但很少见，不算正当。同样地，通常说easy to do
 , easy to solve
 , easy to understand
 等，不说easy to be done
 , easy to be solved
 , easy to be understood
 等。

This lesson is easy to be learnt不算正当，但This lesson is easily
 to be learnt和This lesson is easily
 learnt都是正常的英语（两句意思相同），不过不及This lesson is easy to learn普通。但This lesson is easily
 (to be
 ) forgotten
 却不可改作This lesson is easy to forget
 。This word is easily
 (to be
 ) misused
 也不可改作This word is easy to misuse
 。注意“忘记”和“误用”都是要不得的。

It is easy to forget this lesson和It is easy to misuse this word却又是正常的英语。


3．
 easy后面有时接of和表示动作的名词，如easy of
 access（易于接近），easy of
 acceptance（易于接受）和easy of
 accomplishment（易于成功）。


4．
 take it easy, take things easy和take matters easy三种表达方式都作“从容”或“不紧张”解，习惯用easy，极少用easily。但下面两句里用easily而不用easy，显然因为前面有more或too。例如：

You can't afford to take things more easily
 .

You seem to take matters too easily
 .


eat 1．
 eat用作“进餐”解在英国现在不流行，但在美国很流行，如We eat at noon和Does he eat in his sitting-room?


2．
 They used to eat heartily of
 what they liked best里用of表示“吃…的一部分”。


3．
 对人说Eat
 more marmalade当然不错，但不及说Have
 more marmalade普通。


4．
 eat his（或your等）words一般译作“食言”，其实是“声明取消前言”，跟“食言”不同。如假定某人在上星期说将在今天给你什么东西，结果今天并不给你，那是“食言”，但不是eat his words，必须他声明不给你了，才是eat his words。又如假定某人说你坏话，你叫他声明他所说的不对，那便是叫他eat his words，却并不是叫他“食言”，可以说When he was confronted with such clear evidence, Henry was forced to eat his words in public。


eatable
 eatable是“（虽然太生、太熟或不很新鲜但是）可以吃的”，edible是“（虽然通常不用作食品而）可以吃的”。


eave(s)
 eaves原来是单数形式，但现在被用作复数形式，如The eaves have
 now been finished。另外造出eave作单数形式，但eave远不及eaves普通。


economic(al) 1．
 现在economic作“经济（学）上的”解，economical作“节约的”解，如economic
 help（经济援助）和economic
 point of view（经济观点），economical
 use（节约的用法）和economical
 meal（节约的一餐）。Adam Smith's economic
 doctrine, the economic
 structure of society, economic
 independence, economic
 crisis, economic
 espionage（经济间谍），economic
 penetration（经济侵入）等表达方式里必须用economic。


2．
 economical后面接of。例如：She is economical of
 her time.


3．
 相当于economic和economical的副词都是economically。


economics
 参见-ics



economy
 economy是“节约”或“节省”，是抽象名词。例如：The housekeeper is accustomed to economy. an
 economy是“一件节约的事”，它的复数形式是economies
 ，如He practises a
 strict economy in paper和She practises several little economies
 。


edible
 参见eatable



edit
 edit不可用作“出版”解，如不可说The Foreign Languages Publishing House in Beijing has edited many books，该把edited改作published。edit也不可用作“创作”解，如不可说Shakespeare edited As You Like It
 ，该把edited改作wrote。


edition 1．
 edition并不是相当于edit的抽象名词，如不可说The edition of his father's letters took him two months，该把edition改作editing。


2．
 一本书的second edition（第二版）与first edition不一定相同，也不一定不同，third edition与second edition也是这样。假使要表示完全相同，该用second impression
 （第二次印刷）和third impression
 。


editor
 city editor在英国指“经济栏编辑”，相当于美国英语financial editor，在美国指“本埠新闻编辑”。


editorial
 editorial作“社论”解主要用在美国，相当于英国的leader或leading article。


educate
 educate有时用作“付…的教育费用”解。例如：He educated his sisters after their father's death.


education(al) 1．
 He has had
 a college education里的had不可省去。


2．
 说“教育法令”和“教育当局”等在英国通常用education，如education act和education authorities。在美国通常用educational。


education(al)ist
 educationist（教育家）比educationalist普通。但都不及educator普通。


effect
 Our opinion is to the effect that...（我们的意思是…）和His reply is to the effect that...等句子里的to the effect是公文里的陈套语，往往不如省去的好。


effective 1．
 effective用作“（法令等）被施行的”解是美国用法。例如：The order became effective on 4 April.


2．
 effective, effectual, efficacious和efficient不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）effective是“很有效的”，用于人和事物都可以，如effective speaker, effective speech和effective measures。

（2）effectual是“达到目的的”，只用于事物或行为，不用于人，如effectual measures, effectual refutation和effectual recommendation。

（3）efficacious是“必然有效的”，但语气比effective轻，用于事物，尤其用于药品，如efficacious plan, efficacious remedy和efficacious drug。efficacy是相当于它的名词，如the efficacy of the medicine。

（4）efficient是“有效率的”、“得力的”或“能胜任的”，用于人、事物和行为都可以，如efficient cook, efficient methods和efficient work。efficiency是相当于它的名词。


effectual
 参见effective 2



efficacious
 参见effective 2



efficient
 参见effective 2



effort 1．
 在用作“努力”解的时候，effort后面接不定式。例如：His effort to reform
 her at length succeeded. 在用作“作品”解的时候effort后面接at和动名词或名词，如This is his effort at depicting
 the peasants和His maiden effort at authorship
 was a long tale。


2．
 an
 effort是“一次努力”，efforts是“多次努力”，effort是“努力”，是抽象名词。在make后面只用an
 effort, efforts, every effort, many efforts
 等，不用effort。在without effort（不费力）或without great effort（不费大力）里只用effort，不用efforts
 。

但Effort has been made to...（不定式），Special effort has been made to...（不定式）和Effort has been directed to（介词）...都可以说，又make special effort to...（不定式）也可以说。


e. g.
 e. g.是拉丁语exempli gratia
 的简写形式，作“例如…”解，读作for example或for instance，如可以说There are several proper nouns in the lesson, e. g. 'China'。不作“就是…”解，如不可说This is a proper noun, e. g. the name of a particular person or thing。该把e. g.改作i. e.（=that is）。

e. g.印作斜体或正体都可以，后面用逗号或不用逗号也都可以。


egg
 egg指“一个一个的蛋”，并不统指“蛋”，如不可说I like egg，该把egg改作eggs
 。

但可以说You've got some egg on your chin，这句里的some egg指“煮熟的一些蛋”。不过这用法是很少见的。


ego(t)ism
 egoism（自我主义）指不断地想到自己，是纯粹的自私，egotism（自私自利）是不断地谈到自己，是“自高自大”。egoism是哲学、伦理学等的专门名词，egotism是一个比较通俗的词。


ego(t)ist(ic)
 参见ego(t)ism



eight
 eight of them是“他们中间的八个”，the
 eight of them是“他们八个（指全体）”。


eighty 1．
 eighties
 , twenties
 , thirties
 等词都可以指一个人的“从第80年到第89年”，“从第20年到第29年”，“从第30年到第39年”等，如He is somewhere in his eighties和She married in her early twenties。把his和her改作the也可以。

“从第10年到第19年”和“从第1年到第9年”在英语里没有惯用的说法。有人用the tens和the ones，但极不普通，the ones似乎讲不通。his teens, her teens等里的teens指“从13（thirteen
 ）岁到19（nineteen
 ）岁”，就是“从第14年到第20年”。


2．
 the
 eighties
 等都可以指一个世纪的“从第80年到第89年”等，就是“80年代”等，如He was born in the eighties of the nineteenth century和Something important occurred in this city during the nineteen forties。

关于“80年代”等，有下面两点该注意：

（1）所谓“80年代”并不是一个世纪的第8个10年（decade），却是第8个10年的末年和第9个10年的第1年到第9年。

（2）“10年代”用the
 tens极少见。“10年代”以前的10年在汉语里似乎没有惯用的说法，英语里说the
 ones，似乎讲不通。


either 1．
 either在用作代词或形容词的时候指“两个中间的任何一个”，如Either of the two
 will do和You may put the chair on either side of the table。有时也指“两个以上的中间的任何一个”。如Either of the three
 will do和You may put the ring on either finger of your hand。但这种用法不算正当，该避免，通常该用any或any one。


2．
 either有时指“两个中间的每一个”（each of the two），如I have two typewriters, but either is out of order now和There is a chair on either side of the table。但这种用法现在不很普通，最好避免，通常该用each。注意这种用法跟1
 里所讲的不同，There is a
 chair on either side of the table里的either side等于each side，但You may put the
 chair on either side of the table里的either side并不等于each side。You may put a
 chair on either side of the table可能有两个不同的意思：“你可以放一把椅子在这桌子的任何一边（只放一把椅子）。”或“你可以放一把椅子在这桌子的每一边（共放两把椅子）。”这句不明白，该改作You may put a chair on either one or the other side of the table或You may put a chair on each side of the table。

比较下面两句：

Two of her brothers sat on either side of her. （1．在她的每一边坐着她的弟兄们中间的两个［有四个弟兄坐着］。2．在她的两边坐着她的弟兄们中间的两个［有两个弟兄坐着］。）

Her two brothers sat on either side of her. （她的两个弟兄坐在她的两边。）

第一句不明白，该改作There were two of her brothers sitting on each side of her或There was one of her brothers sitting on each side of her。第二句也不妥当，该改作There was one of her two brothers sitting on each side of her或One of her two brothers sat on one side of her, and the other sat on the other side。第一句假使改作Two of her brothers sat on each side of her和One of her brothers sat on each side of her也不妥当，因为好像说一个人同时可以坐在另一个人的两边。


3．
 either（代词或形容词）属于单数形式，如Either is
 good和Either book is
 good。把它当作复数是英美人常有的错误。


4．
 either...or...所连接的主语的动词跟后一个名词或代词相一致。例如：

Either he or you are
 wrong.

Either you or he is
 worng.

Either the father or the sons are
 wrong.

Either the sons or the father is
 wrong.

但这种结构往往被避免用，如上面四句可以改作：

Either he is wrong, or you are.

Either you are wrong, or he is.

Either the father is wrong, or the sons are.

Either the sons are wrong, or the father is.


5．
 在1
 里讲过，把代词或形容词either用来指“两个以上的中间的任何一个”是不正当的。但把either（副词或连接词）...or...用于两个以上是正当的，如Either you, (or) your brother, or your sister will do和You may write the application either in Chinese, (or) in Russian, (or) in English, or in French。


6．
 用either...or...比单用or语气重些。例如：




比较下面两句：

Do you want tea or coffee? （1．你要茶，还是要咖啡？［你要哪一种？］2．你要茶或咖啡么？）

Do you want either
 tea or coffee? （你要茶或咖啡么？）


7．
 either...or...跟both...and...受同样的规则的限制，如可以说either boys or girls，也可以说either with boys or with girls和with either boys or girls，但最好不说either with boys or girls。参见both 4



8．
 注意下面各句里的either作副词用：

If you do not go to see him, I shall not either.

You will not go to see him, and I shall not either.

I do not want this, or that, or the third one either.

He is not clever or handsome either.

John, or Henry either, might have done it.


eke
 eke out的正确意思是“补充（进款等）”。例如：In those days he had to eke out his income with odd jobs. 但也往往用作“勉强维持”解。例如：How did he eke out his livelihood?


elapse 1．
 elapse用作名词现在很不普通，如通常不说the elapse of half a year，最好把elapse改作lapse。


2．
 The three years elapsed since they met have greatly changed her appearance里的elapsed是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


elder
 在英国说“哥哥”用elder
 brother，说“姐姐”用elder
 sister，不用older
 brother和older
 sister。older
 brother指“比较另一个brother年长些的一个”（不一定是自己的哥哥，也许是自己的弟弟），older
 sister指“比较另一个sister年长些的一个”（不一定是自己的姐姐，也许是自己的妹妹）。但在美国说“哥哥”往往用older
 brother，说“姐姐”往往用older
 sister。


elderly
 elderly是形容词不是副词，作“上了年纪的”或“中年以上的”解。例如：an elderly man


eldest
 eldest和oldest的不同，相当于elder和older的不同。美国的oldest
 brother和oldest
 son等于英国的eldest
 brother和eldest
 son。参见elder



elect 1．
 elect to...（不定式）作“决定…”解。例如：At length he elected to try
 again. 有时用动名词。例如：At length he elected trying
 again.


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

They elected him mayor.

They elected him to be
 mayor.

They elected him to
 the mayoralty.

很少说They elected him as
 mayor。


3．
 elect后面可以接指被选而任职者的词。例如：They are going to elect a new mayor.


4．
 elect往往用作形容词，用在职务名称的后面，作“新当选而尚未就职的”解。如president-elect, mayor-elect, representative-elect和chairman-elect。


elective
 elective用作“选修的”（如an elective subject）或“选修课程”（名词）解是美国英语，相当于英国的optional和optional subject。


electric(al) 1．
 electric现在比electrical流行，如electric
 current, electric
 light, electric
 battery, electric
 spark, electric
 shock, electric
 bell, electric
 chair（电刑用的电椅）等里的electric不可改作electrical。用在譬喻里electric现在比electrical普通。例如：His speech produced an electric
 effect on the audience. electrical现在只用作“电学的”解，如electrical
 book（电学书），electrical
 engineering和electrical
 engineer。


2．
 相当于electric和electrical的副词都是electrically。


element
 “积极分子”和“落后分子”等表达方式里的“分子”假使指两个人或两个人以上，用elements
 ，如activist elements
 , progressive elements
 和backward elements
 。假使只指一个人，不可用element，“积极分子”是activist，“进步分子”是progressive，“落后分子”是backward person。elements
 前面不可加上two, three, some, many等词。


elevator
 elevator用作“电梯”解是美国英语，相当于英国的lift。


eloquent
 be eloquent of作“充分表示出”解，如His letters are eloquent of
 his personality和The building is eloquent of
 the culture of China。


else 1．
 else后面通常接than，但也可以接but。nothing else than和nothing else but都作“仅有”、“只是”解。用了but最好把else删去。


2．
 anybody's
 else, someone's
 else等不及anybody else's
 , someone else's
 等普通。who else's和whose else都可以说，在美国现在多用who else's。


3．
 不可说some way else, any book else, every city else等。


embarrass(ed）
 关于an embarrassed silence（一阵尴尬的沉默）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


embrace
 She embraced her baby是“她把她的婴儿抱了一抱”。是一时的动作，跟She held her baby in her arms（她怀抱着她的婴儿）不同。


embroider
 embroider用作“在织物上绣…”和“在…上剌绣”解都可以，如embroider a handkerchief with
 a flower和embroider a flower on
 a handkerchief。


emergence
 emergence现在跟emergency不同，只作“出现”或“发生”解。例如：Gradual processes of growth (quantitative changes) lead to the emergence of something new, of a new stage of development (qualitative changes).


emergency
 emergency有时用作“紧急事件”解，有时用作“紧急”（抽象名词）解，如in case of an
 emergency和in case of emergency。


eminent
 eminent只指某人活着的时候的“出众”或“卓越”，不指身后的名誉，如可以说李白是唐朝的eminent poet，却不可说他现在还eminent。可以说他现在还famous。


emotion
 emotion（单数形式）指“情感的兴奋”。例如：I cannot see this without emotion. the
 emotions（复数形式）指（喜、怒、哀、乐等）情绪，和“理智”相反。例如：The book appeals to the
 emotions
 rather thanto the reason. 在不跟the reason相对的时候，emotion（单数形式，前面没有the）也统指“情绪”。例如：This book appeals to emotion.


emperor 1．
 emperor是“皇帝”，比king（王）尊贵。


2．
 说“某某皇帝”习惯用the，如the
 Emperor Qian Long（乾隆）和the
 Emperor Nero（罗马皇帝尼祿）。


emphasis
 括弧里的Emphasis added的意思是“原文并没有斜体部分（或下面划线的字），这里的斜体（或划线）是我加上去的。”例如：Equal
 pay for equal
 work (Emphasis added).


emphasize 1．
 emphasize可以用以that引导的从句作宾语。例如：The speaker emphasizes that
 hard work is of greater value than genius.


2．
 emphasize是及物动词，后面不可加上on或upon。


emphatic
 emphatic后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：He was emphatic that
 his son should call him at five o'clock.


employ(ment)
 in his employ（被他雇用的），in the employ of...（被…雇用的）等表达方式里的employ改作employment也可以，但用employ普通些。但seek employment（求职），out of employment（失业）等表达方式里的employment不可改作employ。


empress 1．
 empress是“女皇”或“皇后”，比queen（女王、王后）尊贵。


2．
 说“某某女皇”或“某某皇后”习惯用the，如the
 Empress Wu（武则天）和the
 Empress Maria Fedorovna（玛丽亚·费奥多罗夫娜皇后）。


enable
 enable后面习惯接宾语和不定式，作“使有能力、使能够”解。例如：His perfect health enables him to work
 hard. 用作“使…可能”或“使…便利”解现在极不普通，该避免，如最好不说His perfect health enables his hard work。


enclose 1．
 Enclosed is...作“附…在这封信里”解，比...is enclosed用得多。


2．
 enclose和herewith连用在信函里很普通，如I am enclosing a cheque herewith和Enclosed herewith is a price list。但很多人以为herewith是多余的。


3．
 Enclosed please find..., Please find enclosed...和Enclosed you will find...都是商业信函里的陈套语，在一般通信里该避免。


4．
 说“把一封信附在另一封信里”用with或in都可以。例如：He enclosed your letter with
 （或in
 ）his own.


5．
 He enclosed his photograph和His letter enclosed his photograph都可以说。


6．
 I（或We）enclose跟I am（或We are）enclosing意思相同。例如：I enclose his recent letter.


7．
 enclose往往有双宾语。例如：I enclose you a list of new books.


8．
 the
 enclosed指“所附的东西”，就是“附件”。例如：The
 enclosed will no doubt interest you.


9．
 Stamped addressed envelope enclosed.＝A
 stamped addressed envelope is
 enclosed.


encyclop(a)edia
 Encyclopaedia Britannica（大英百科全书）和Encyclopaedia Americana前面有the。


end 1．
 注意下面各个用end组成的习语里的结构的异同：

bring...to an end, bring an end to, put an end to, make an end of（都作“使…停止”解），come to an end（停止）

注意：1．各种表达方式里都用an不用the。2. bring...to an end比bring an end to普通。3．put an end to不可改作put...to an end。


2．
 at an
 end作“完毕了的”解，是形容词短语。例如：The conference is now at an
 end. in the
 end作“最后地”解，是状语短语。例如：In
 the end we reached an agreement. 偶尔也有人用at the
 end (=in the end）。


3．
 make both ends meet是习语，作“量入为出”解，近二三十年来很多人把both省去，用make ends meet。偶尔也有人用make the two
 ends meet。


4．
 在end用作“目的”解的时候，说“达到目的”通常用accomplish, attain, effect或gain。


5．
 The story has a happy end里用end不及用ending普通。


6．
 an end to
 that state of things和the successful end to
 the war等表达方式里的to改作of也可以。


7．
 There is no end to
 his energy和There seems to be no end to
 those recollections等句子里用to比用of普通。但Joseph must have had no end of
 trouble里用of比用to普通。There are no end of
 such stories（这种故事是多得讲不完的）里必须用of（注意用are）。


8．
 no end有时用作状语短语，作“无穷”解。例如：It's no end good of you to say so. The joke made me laugh no end. 和That would help us no end.


9．
 at this end（在我［们］这方面）和at your end（在你［们］那方面）是商业信函和报纸里的惯用语。


10．
 the final
 end里的final是多余的。


11．
 end作动词用，为了加强语气，后面有时加上up。例如：

George got in with the wrong crowd of boys and ended up
 a petty criminal.

They had been enemies for years, but ended up
 the best of friends.

Henry worked all day and went out every night, and at last ended up
 by（或will）a nervous breakdown.


12．
 the week ending
 (on) 4 September和the week ended
 (on) 4 September都是“9月4日终止的那一星期”。有人说指将来该用第一种形式，指过去该用第二种形式，如We shall spend the week ending
 (on) 4 September in the country和We spent the week ended
 (on) 4 September in the country。事实上指将来固然一定用第一种形式，指过去也可以用第一式。


13．
 把end用作被动语态往往不及用作主动语态合乎习惯。例如：

The play ends
 （不用is ended
 ）at eleven o'clock.

The term will end
 （不用be ended
 ）early in July.

The story ends
 （不用is ended
 ）with a celebration meeting.

Their estrangement ended
 （不用was ended
 ）as a result of an explanation.


endear
 endear作“使…被人爱”解，在那指“人”的词的前面习惯用to。例如：His readiness to help endears him to
 all he meets.


endeavour 1．
 endeavour不及try通俗，有“决心”和“继续不断”的含意。


2．
 endeavour（动词）后面接不定式。 例如：I shall endeavour to master
 English and French. 把endeavour看作不及物动词或及物动词都讲得通。


3．
 endeavour（名词）后面接不定式或at和动名词。例如：All his endeavours to effect
 a compromise（或at effecting
 a compromise）were vain.


4．
 把endeavour用在被动语态，该注意勿犯双重被动的毛病，如He endeavoured to effect a compromise是对的，但A compromise was endeavoured (by him) to be effected却不对，该改作An endeavour was made to effect a compromise。


endorse 1．
 endorse（背书）跟indorse相同。在英国的商界和一般场合用endorse，在法律上用indorse。在美国通常用indorse。


2．
 endorse the cheque on the back里的on the back是多余的，endorse on the back of the cheque里的on the back of也是多余的。


endure
 endure（忍耐）后面接动名词或不定式都可以。例如：I cannot endure thinking
 （或to think
 ）that I shall never see him again.


enemy 1．
 enemy是“仇者”，不是“被仇者”，如my enemy是“仇我者”，未必是“被我仇者”，也许实际是“被我爱者”。


2．
 an
 enemy总是指一个人。the
 enemy往往是“敌军”。例如：The
 enemy were
 soon driven out of the country.


energy
 说“精力”往往用复数形式energies
 。例如：He applies all his energies
 to his work.和His comrades used to warn him against wasting his time and energies
 on cheap literature.


enforce
 enforce him to do it, enforce the country into peace等表达方式里的enforce（作“强迫”解）现在不普通，该改作force。


engage 1．
 engage是“使…订婚”，不是“跟…订婚”，说“跟…订婚”通常用被动语态。例如：When did he become engaged
 to her? 注意engaged 后面用to。He engaged himself to her也可以说。注意不可说He engaged her，这句作“他雇用（或聘请）她”解。


2．
 He was engaged to be married to her和They were engaged to be married都合乎习惯。


3．
 下面每组里的两句意思相仿，但第一句着重在状态，第二句着重在行动：




但对于一时的行为，be engaged in和engage in颇有不同。如He is engaged
 in a game of tennis是“他现在从事于打网球。”He engages in
 a game of tennis似乎讲不通，He engages in
 a game of tennis every morning
 才对。He often
 （或sometimes
 ，或seldom
 ，或never
 ）engages in
 a game of tennis也可以说。


engagement 1．
 engagement（订婚）后面接to和指对方的词，如his engagement to
 Miss Hood。


2．
 long engagement是“长时期的订婚”，就是“从订婚到结婚的一段长时期”，short engagement是“短时期的订婚”。


3．
 engagement（约会）后面接at和时刻。例如：I have an engagement at
 half past five. 假使后面不说明时刻而说明日期或上午或下午等，用for而不用at，如an engagement for
 7 April和an engagement for
 tomorrow morning。


4．
 engagement（约定）后面可以接不定式。例如：I have an engagement to spend
 the holidays with them.


England
 England是Britain的一部分，参见Britain
 。但英美人往往把England用来指（Great）Britain, United Kingdom或者更广一些。如England expects that every man will do his duty和Who is the present queen of England? 两句里的England都不是指狭义的England。


English 1．
 English往往用作British解，如English history, English literature, English traditions等表达方式里的English都不是指狭义的England。


2．
 English是“英语”，the
 English是“英国民族”，有时是“英军”。可以用many English指“许多英国人”，但不很普通。


3．
 Old English, Middle English, Modern English, present-day English等表达方式里都没有the。Old English是1100年或1150年以前的英语，Middle English是1100年或1150年到1500年的英语，Modern English是1500年到现在的英语，这三个名称是术语，都用大写字母开首。older English（older不用大写字母开首）指比较旧些的英语，modern English（modern不用大写字母开首）指现代的英语，present-day English也指现代的英语，这三种表达方式都不是术语。注意：1．older
 English不过比modern English或present-day English旧些罢了，比Old English和Middle English新得多。2．m
 odern English和M
 odern English大不相同。3．modern English和present-day English相同，但用了modern着重在“跟旧时不同”的意思，用了present-day着重在“当代流行”的意思。也得注意present-day English有时也指从1650年到现在的英语。


4．
 the
 king's English指纯正的英语。在英国女王在位的时候叫做the
 queen's English, speak the king's（或King's）English往往指“说大致尚好的英语”。即使在女王在位的时候，也往往用king's（通常不用King's）而不用queen's。


5．
 Englishman不可写作English man，但every English man and woman和English men and women里的English man和English men不错。


Englishman 1．
 参见England
 和English 1



2．
 Englishman不可写作English man。参见English 5



3．
 Englishman指男子不指女子，指女子该用Englishwoman（或English woman），但Englishmen往往统指英国人。


Englishwoman
 有人用English woman和English women而不用Englishwoman和Englishwomen。


enjoin 1．
 enjoin（命令）后面接宾语和不定式现在不及在宾语的前面加上on或upon的普通，如They have enjoined (up
 )on
 us to go ahead里的on或upon最好不省去。就语法讲，to go是enjoined的宾语，正如They have enjoined diligence (up
 )on
 us里的diligence是enjoined的宾语。


2．
 enjoin用作“禁止”解是美国英语。例如：The law enjoins such acts.和The law enjoins them from doing
 it.


enjoy 1．
 enjoy后面接动名词，不接不定式，如I enjoy hunting
 for new idioms里的hunting不可改作to hunt。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

We enjoyed the holidays.

We enjoyed ourselves during the holidays.


enormity
 enormity（极恶）现在不用作enormousness（巨大）解。


enough 1．
 注意下面各句里enough前面的名词前都没有a：

He was fool enough to believe what the cheat said.

He was gentleman enough to help her.

He was scholar enough to read the inscription.

He was not blunderer enough to repeat his mistake.


2．
 enough用在它所修饰的名词的前面或后面都可以，如We have enough manpower
 和We have manpower enough
 。但enough在用作副词的时候几乎总用在它所修饰的词的后面，如He is clever enough
 和He writes well enough
 。She is a good-tempered enough girl和She is a good-tempered girl enough两句里的enough的作用不同：在第一句里enough修饰good-tempered，在第二句里enough修饰good-tempered girl。


3．
 比较下面两句：

I am glad to see you.

We are strong enough
 to be able to resist aggression.

第一句里没有enough，第二句里有enough，就语法讲，to see修饰形容词glad, to be able to resist aggression修饰副词enough。第二句里的enough不可省去。

初学者往往在该在形容词和不定式的中间用enough的场合不用enough。哪里该用enough，哪里不该用enough，有下面的一条规则：可以用so...as to...（不定式）的场合该用enough，不可用so...as to...（不定式）的场合不该用enough。如We are so strong as to be able to resist aggression是可以说的，所以该用enough。I am so glad as to see you是不可说的，所以不该用enough。注意不可说...enough as to...（不定式），如不可说We are strong enough as to
 be able to resist aggression。

对于这条规则，也许要发生些疑问，因为有时好像用enough或不用enough都通。是的，下面每组里的两句都通：




但注意：第一组第二句里的to accept并不修饰enough，却是修饰ready, ready enough作very ready解，enough跟to accept并没有关系。第二组第一句是“他有这样的一个儿子是幸运的”。第二组第二句是“他幸而有这样的一个儿子”。两句的意思不同。注意下面每组里的两句意思不同。




下面各形容词通常在其和后面的不定式的中间用enough：

bad, brave, careless, clever, courageous, cruel, dangerous, foolish, good, high, honest, imprudent, large, long, low, old, old-fashioned, patient, poor, prudent, rich, sensible, shrewd, silly, strong, tall, weak, well, wide, wise, young


4．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





5．
 I cannot see enough of you是“我跟你见面愈多愈好”。参见can 7



enquire
 enquire不及inquire普通，参见inquire
 。在美国通常用i
 nquire，名词用i
 nquiry。在英国两种形式都用，有人把两种形式分别开来，把i
 nquire和i
 nquiry专用作“调查”解，把e
 nquire和e
 nquiry专用作“问”解。


enquiry
 enquiry不及inquiry普通，参见inquiry
 和enquire



enrol(l) 1．
 在英国通常用enrol，在美国通常用enroll。


2．
 Please enrol(l) me as a member里的enrol(l）是及物动词，I will enrol(l)里的enrol(l)是不及物动词。下面三句意思相同：

He has enrolled himself in English.

He has enrolled in English.

He has been enrolled in English.


ensure 1．
 说“保险”现在用insure，不用ensure，说“保証”用insure远不及用ensure普通。


2．
 ensure（保証）后面的以that引导的从句里所说的事，假使是一次的，用shall或should比用will或would普通，所说的事假使是经常的，用shall或should也比用will或would普通，但往往不用shall或will而用属于现在时态的动词，不用should或would而用属于过去时态的动词。例如：





3．
 参见assure 3



enter 1．
 enter the room（或house等）和enter into
 the room（或house等）没有什么区别，通常不用into。


2．
 The boy entered
 the school last week是“这个男孩在上星期入学”。The boy was entered at
 the school last week是“这个男孩上星期被送入学”。


3．
 剧本里的Enter Othello（Othello上）等表达方式里的enter是不及物动词，习惯用Enter，不用Enters。等于Let...enter。


entertain
 下面各句里的at现在报纸上往往改用to，最好不用to而保存at：

We shall entertain a party at
 dinner tomorrow.

Dr Fine was entertained at
 a banquet.

They are entertaining a guest at
 supper.


enthusiasm
 enthusiasm后面可以接不定式。例如：his enthusiasm to join
 the Pupils' Association。


enthusiastic
 enthusiastic后面可接不定式。例如：She is enthusiastic to take
 part in the contest.


entire
 The poem is printed entire和The book may be easily read entire两句里的entire都合乎习惯。改作entirely也可以，但不很自然。


entitle
 entitle（使…有…的权利）的宾语后面接to和名词或接不定式，如Your attainments entitle you to
 high respect和Your attainments entitle you to enjoy
 high respect。偶尔也接to和动名词。例如：Your attainments entitle you to enjoying
 high respect.


entrance
 entrance（入口）后面接to或of都可以，如at the entrance to
 （或of
 ）the building（或house, garden, library, cave, tunnel等）。


entrust 1．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





2．
 entrust现在不用作“信任”解，如不可说We entrust you，该把entrust改作trust。也不可在entrust后面接宾语和不定式，如不可说They have entrusted me to finish
 the work within a week，该把entrusted改作commissioned, charged等词。


envelope
 envelope是“封袋”或“封套”，不一定是“信封”。


envious 1．
 envious of
 his success和envious of
 him for
 his success都作“忌妒（或羡慕）他的成功”解。


2．
 be envious of不及envy普通，如Don't be envious of
 your neighbours不及Don't envy
 your neighbours普通。


3．
 可以说I am envious of your success。参见envy 3



environment
 environment（环境）习惯用单数形式，不用复数形式，如可以说My house stands in a pleasant environment，不说My house stands in pleasant environments。但surroundings
 不可改作a...surrounding。


envy 1．
 对于人envy（名词）后面接of，对于事物后面接of或at，如his envy of
 his brother和his envy of
 （或at
 ）his brother's success。


2．
 I envy his success和I envy him
 his success两句意思相同。第二句里的his success假使改用动名词，在动名词前面必须加上for。例如：I envy him for having
 read Homer in the original.


3．
 envy原来是“妬忌”，是贬意的，但也转作“羡慕”的意思。例如：

I envy you. I envy your success.

I envy you your success.

I envy you for having read Homer in the original.


4．
 I envy you your success是“我羡慕你的成功。”I don't envy you your trouble的含意是“我真侥倖，我没有像你那样的麻烦。”I don't envy you, being stuck in the city year in year out和He is ill again, and I don't envy him里的I don't envy有相似的意思。


equal 1．
 enqual在作“胜任”解的时候后面接to和动名词，不接不定式，如I am equal to performing
 this duty里的performing不可改作perform。


2．
 My respect for your intelligence is only equalled by my admiration for your integrity的含意是“我敬佩你的聪明跟羡慕你的正直在程度上是相同的”。


3．
 “平均主义”是equalitarianism。


equally 1．
 equally现在后面接with，不接as，如I like it equally with
 you里的with不该改作as。


2．
 This is equally as important as that里的equally该删去。This is important, that is equally as important里的as该删去。删去equally而保存as也可以，但语气轻些。


equinox
 vernal equinox（春分）和autumnal equinox（秋分）前面都有the。


equip
 equip是“装备或配备”，它的宾语不该是指被装备或被配备的东西的词，如可以说equip the army with
 arms，不可说equip arms to the army。


equipment
 偶尔用复数形式equipments
 指各种设备，如The soldiers were sitting on their equipments
 和We have not yet got all the necessary equipments
 for the expedition。但不可在equipments
 前面加上two, some, several等词。


equivalent
 equivalent（相同的）后面接to和动名词，不可接不定式，如That would be equivalent to teaching
 him not to meddle in my affairs里的teaching不可改作teach。


errand
 go errands, run errands, go on
 errands和run on
 errands都作“被派出去干事（送信、买东西等）”解，指经常的事，说一次该用an errand。


error
 in error（错误）用作形容词短语或状语短语都可以，如You are in error about the spelling和You have written 'in' for 'inn' in error。可以说You are in error in
 assuming
 that they are still there。


escape(d) 1．
 下面各句里的escaped是及物动词，后面都没有from：

The mistake escaped my notice. （那错误不曾被我注意到。）

The mistake escaped me. （那错误不曾被我注意到。）

The name escaped my memory. （那名字被我忘掉。）

The name escaped me. （那名字被我忘掉。）


2．
 escape me（或you等）除了作“不被我（或你等）注意到”和“被我（或你等）忘掉”解以外，有时也作“被我（或你等）忽然说出”解，如That word never escapes me（我永不忽然说出那个字）和I heard a groan escape her（我听到她忽然发出呻吟声）。在用作这个解时，escape后面不接me, you等词而接my lips, your lips等表达方式也可以。例如：Never let that word escape your lips
 . 注意用lips，不用mouth或tongue。


3．
 escaped（不及物动词的过去分词）有时用作形容词，作“已逃走的”解。例如：James looks like an escaped
 prisoner.


4．
 escape（动词）后面可以接动名词。例如：He was thankful to escape being
 caught.


(e)special(ly) 1．
 especial是“特别的”或“非同寻常的（not ordinary）”，special是“专门的”或“特设的（not general）”，如My especial
 friend is Mr J. B. Parkman和I made a special
 trip to see him。但习惯上special比especial普通得多，竟可以说在不论什么场合可以用special而不用especial。


2．
 especially和specially的不同，相当于especial和special的不同，如It is especially
 hot today和We went there specially
 to see him。习惯上两个单词分得很清楚，不可混用，注意下面的各句：

Conditions are especially
 （不用specially
 ）encouraging.

All contributions, especially
 （不用specially
 ）those from school teachers, will be welcome.

A committee has been specially
 （不用especially
 ）appointed to look into the matter.

The essays have been specially
 （不用especially
 ）selected for the book.

Though the weather was especially
 unfavourable, they came specially
 for the meeting.

He is sorry you don't like what he has done, especially
 as he did it specially
 for you.


3．
 下面各句意思相同：

All contributions, especially
 those from school teachers, will be welcome.

All contributions, more especially
 those from school teachers, will be welcome.

All contributions, and especially
 those from school teachers, will be welcome.

All contributions, and more especially
 those from school teachers, will be welcome.

and more especially比较最不普通。


Esq 1．
 Esq.是Esquire（先生）的简写形式。也有人写作Esqr。


2．
 Esq.用在姓名的后面，姓名后可以不用逗号，也可以用逗号，如Henry Webb Esq. 和Henry Webb, Esq.。用了Esq. 不可再用Mr，如不可用Mr Henry Webb Esq. 或Mr Henry Webb, Esq.。注意用了Esq. 必须用名或名的开首字母，不可只用姓，如可以用Henry Webb Esq. 和H. Webb Esq.，不可用Webb Esq.。


3．
 在英国通常用Esq. 称一般“上等人”，用Mr称小商人，也有人在为了业务（如付账）而写信给小商人的时候用Mr，但在为了非业务的事而写信给他的时候用Esq.。在美国通常用Mr，少用Esq.，两个单词没有多大区别。注意即使在英国也不用Esq.，在信函的称呼里绝对不可用Dear Henry Webb Esq.，该改作Dear Mr Webb。


essay 1．
 essay在一般英汉词典里注作“论说文”，其实不一定有“论”或“说”的性质，记叙文也是，也有人把essay译作“散文”，其实“散文”是prose（跟verse相对），散文不一定是essay（如short story不是essay），essay也不一定用散文写（如Pope的Essay on Criticism
 是诗而不是散文）。


2．
 an essay on
 ...是“论述…的一篇文章”，an essay in
 ...是…方面（或性质）的一篇文章，如an essay on
 economic theory和an essay in
 economic theory。18世纪英国诗人Alexander Pope的Essay on
 Criticism是论述文学批评的，19世纪英国文学批评家Matthew Arnold的Essays in
 Criticism的本身是文学批评论文集。


essential 1．
 注意下面各句里用should或虚拟现在式：

It is essential that the change should
 be made.

It is essential that the change be
 （不用is
 ）made.

It was essential that the change should
 be made.

It was essential that the change be
 （不用was
 ）made.


establish
 establish（建立）是一时的动作，所以不可说We have established the school for ten years，该说We established the school ten years ago或It is ten years since we established the school。但可以说The school has been
 established for ten years。


esteem 1．
 esteem（把…看作）后面接宾语和表语，如I esteem her very happy和I shall esteem it a favour。在那宾语后面加上as也可以。


2．
 your esteemed letter, your esteemed favour, your esteemed inquiry, your esteemed order等是商业信函里的陈套语，在一般通信里该避免。


estimation
 下面各句里的estimation都不及括号里的词普通：

We must make an estimation（最好改作estimate）of our resources.

In our estimation（最好改作opinion）self-criticism is as important as criticism.

The various achievements of China are universally held in high estimation. （最好改作esteem）


estrange
 estrange=alienate。参见alienate



etc. 1．
 etc. 是拉丁语et cetera
 或etcetera
 的简写形式，作and the rest, and so forth或and so on解，也可以写作&c. （et作and解）。etc. 既然包括and的意思，所以不可用and在它的前面，and etc. 是错误的。


2．
 etc. 多少有些商业或公文性质，所以在一般文字里最好避免。


3．
 严格说来，etc. 作and
 the rest解，不作or
 the rest解，但习惯上也用作or
 the rest解。例如：Each of the articles is written in Russian, English, French, German, etc.


4．
 etc. 也可以指人。例如：The party included Mr Cowper, Mr Williams, Mr Hobson, etc.


5．
 在引文不完全的时候也可以用etc.，习惯用在引号的里面。例如：He used to say 'Where there is a will etc.'（=He used to say 'Where there is a will there is a way'.）也有用在引号以外的。例如：He used to say 'Where there is a will' etc.


6．
 etc., etc. 比单用etc. 语气强，它的意思是“还有许许多多”。也有人用etc., etc., etc.。


7．
 etc. 有人读作and so forth。


ethic(s) 1．
 ethic用作形容词现在很不普通，该改用ethical。


2．
 ethics是“伦理学”或“道德准则”。用在第一个意思当作单数或复数都可以。例如：Ethics is
 （或are
 ）a social science. 用在第二个意思总是当作复数。例如：Social ethics, medical ethics等。ethic是一种“道德体系”，如the
 socialist ethic。


evacuate 1．
 evacuate通常有三个意思：1．（居民等）从（地方）撤退，如The inhabitants evacuated the city last week。2．“使居民等从（地方）撤退”，如An order has been issued to evacuate the city within a week。3．“使（居民等）撤退”，如An order has been issued to evacuate the inhabitants within a week。


2．
 evacuate有时用作不及物动词，作“撤退”或“办理撤退事宜”解，如The inhabitants have begun to evacuate和The officer has entered the city to evacuate。


3．
 说“撤退到什么地方”，evacuate（不论及物动词或不及物动词）后面可以接to或into，如An order has been issued to evacuate the inhabitants to
 the seaside和They soon evacuated into
 the country。


evade
 evade后面接动名词。例如：She tried to evade answering
 my question.


even 1．
 even是副词，不是连接词，如不可说Even you try again, you may not succeed。该在Even后面加上if。


2．
 even的位置往往影响全句的意思。例如：


Even
 I have not heard of him for a year. （即使我也一年没有听到他的消息了。）

I have not even
 heard of him for a year. （我一年来竟然也没有听到他的消息。）

I have not heard of him even
 for a year. （我没有听到他的消息竟然有一年了。）


evening 1．
 复数形式evenings
 有时用作副词，作“在每天晚上”解，主要是美国用法。例如：She reads the newspapers evenings
 .


2．
 in the
 evening里有the，但at
 evening里没有the。at evening作“在傍晚”解。


3．
 in the evening有时指经常的事，有时指一次的事，in the evenings一定指经常的事。例如：

He seldom goes out in the evening. （经常）

He is at home today, but will go out in the evening. （一次）

He seldom goes out in the evenings
 . （经常）


4．
 往往把中午到傍晚的一段时间看作evening，如four o'clock in the evening。这用法在美国南方尤其普通。


event 1．
 event指重大的事，如出生、毕业、结婚、死亡、战争和选举都是，但喝茶、看电影、游园、失窃、遇雨和借伞都不是。但复数形式events往往指某一时期发生的一切大小事件，如the events of the average day。


2．
 注意in the
 event of（假使有…发生）里有the, in the
 event that...（假使有…发生）里也有the。


3．
 at
 all events
 （不论怎样）和in any event（不论怎样）都是习语，不可作at
 any event或in
 all events
 。


ever 1．
 for ever（永久地）和forever相同。在英国通常作for ever，在美国通常作forever。

有人说for ever是“永久”或“终身”，forever是“时常”，如I shall love my work for ever
 里用for ever，但You are forever
 asking silly questions（你老是提愚蠢的问题）里用forever。但事实上没有这区别。关于第二句，参见always 1, 2, 3



2．
 下面各句里的ever都作always解，除了在有“过去这样，现在这样，将来还是这样”的意思的场合以外，现在不很普通：

Honesty ever
 pays.

I have ever
 been of opinion that honesty pays.

Shakespeare will ever
 be regarded as a great poet.

Helen is ever
 complaining of something or other.


3．
 ever用在过去时态或完成时态的疑问句里都可以，如Did
 you ever see
 such a grand parade? 和Have
 you ever seen
 such a grand parade? 都可以说。但第一句情感多于理智，往往用作修辞疑问句，如假使是真的提问（要对方回答），通常说Have
 you ever seen
 such a grand parade? 但假使含有“你当然不曾见过”的意思，只可说Did you ever see
 such a grand parade? Did you ever? 是习语，作“你曾经见过或听到过这种事吗”解，含有“你当然不曾”的意思，是用以表示惊奇的。


4．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




似乎用过去时态比用完成时态普通些。注意best属于最高级，不可改作good或better。

上面四句里的is假使改作了was，那heard或have heard不用改，改作had heard也可以，但不很普通。


5．
 下面各句里的ever都是用来加重语气的：



	What ever
 do you want?
	Who ever
 wants this?



	Which ever
 do you mean?
	When ever
 will he start?



	Where ever
 does she live?
	Why ever
 are you laughing?



	How ever
 has he done it?
	




这样用法的ever，只用在疑问句里，主要是英国口语。注意what ever, who ever等不该写作whatever, whoever等。

上面所举各例句里的what, who等词都跟ever相连，但偶尔也有不相连的。例如：What do you ever
 want?

下面每句可能有两个不同的意思：

What do you ever want? （1．你到底要什么？2．你可能在任何时候要什么？）

Who ever wants this? （1．到底谁要这个？2．谁在任何时候会要这个？）


6．
 下面两句都可以说，第一句普通些：

I do not remember ever having
 seen him before.

I do not remember having ever seen
 him before.

也可以说I do not remember ever to have seen
 him before，但似乎不说I do not remember to have ever seen
 him before。


7．
 下面两句都可以说，似乎第一句普通些：

I do not seem ever to have seen
 him before.

I do not seem to have ever seen
 him before.


8．
 下面两句都可以说，第一句比第二句合理：

Do you expect（或hope，或intend）ever
 to see him again?

Do you ever
 expect（或hope，或intend）to see him again?


9．
 This is the most terrible storm ever
 和These children are the most inquisitive ever
 等句子里的ever等于that ever was（或were），是口语用法。


10．
 下面两句都可以说，第一句只用在英国：

We must work as hard as ever
 we can.

We must work as hard as we ever
 can.


11．
 seldom if ever是习语，直译作“难得地，假使在任何时候地”，就是“难得地”或“绝无仅有”的意思。例如：She seldom if ever goes to the pictures. 注意seldom if ever和seldom or never意思相同，不可把两种表达方式混用而用seldom if never或seldom or ever。


12．
 Yours ever（或Ever yours）用作知己朋友之间的信函里的信尾客套语。


13．
 Don't ever do it是口语，在文字里该作Never
 do it。Not having seen him ever, I did not know who he was里的Not having seen him ever也是口语，最好改作Never having seen him。


14．
 not...for ever并不等于never，如I shall not
 do it for ever
 是“我将并不永远做它”。I shall never
 do it是“我将永远不做它”。


15．
 ever so（很）很普通，如I am ever so delighted to see you和We live ever so quietly。偶尔也有ever such。例如：Your brother and I used to be ever such chums.


everlastingly
 everlastingly用在进行时态里跟always用在进行时态里相仿，语气重些，参见always 1, 2, 3



every 1．
 Every man is not honest是“并不每个人都是诚实的”。就是说“有些人诚实，有些人不诚实”。并不是“每个人都是不诚实的”。


2．
 关于every和any的不同，参见any 1
 。关于every和each的不同，参见each 1



3．
 every...and every...或every...and...属于单数形式，如Every man and every woman is
 admitted和Every man and woman is
 admitted。


4．
 下面每组里的两种表达方式意思相同。




现在every three days和every six trees等表达方式比every third day和every sixth tree等表达方式普通些。在口语里通常用every other day（每隔一天），不用every second day。


5．
 every有时用在抽象名词前面，作“完全的”解。例如：I wish you every success
 . He has every confidence
 in you. 和I owe every gratitude
 to my parents.


6．
 every可以用在my, your, his, her等词的后面。例如：my every wish, your every action, his every movement, her every thought


7．
 I read every day和Do you see him every week? 里在every day前面不可加上on，在every week前面不可加上in。


8．
 Every time (that
 ) I saw him I admired him more里的that通常省去。


everybody 1．
 everybody不可写作every body。


2．
 everybody比everyone通俗些，口语里多用everybody。Hullo, everybody. Come on, everybody. Stop talking and listen to me, everybody. Everybody, stand up! Don't everybody talk at once！等句子里的everybody不可改作everyone。


3．
 everybody属于单数形式。例如：Everybody is
 here. 把everybody当作复数是英美人常有的错误。

下面两句里的everybody用得不很合理，最好改作all the people：

Everybody went to the show, myself included.

He questioned everybody - the neighbours, the tradespeople, the postmaster, etc.


4．
 Everybody cannot do it是“不是每个人都能够做这个”。并不是“每个人都不能够做这个”。参见every 1



5．
 关于everybody和anybody的不同，参见any 1



everyday
 everyday是形容词，不可写作every day，如everyday
 English和everyday
 life。every day是状语短语，不可写作everyday，如He comes every day
 和I study English every day
 。Every day counts里的Every day也不可改作Everyday。


everyone 1．
 everyone作“每人”解，不作“每个”解。说“每个”该用every one，如every one
 of us和every one
 of these。把every one用作“每人”解也可以，但现在不很普通。


2．
 用了everyone，不可用one, one's等词代它，如不可说Everyone should do one's
 best，该把one's改作his。


3．
 everyone属于单数形式。例如：Everyone has
 signed already. 把everyone当作复数是英美人常有的错误。


4．
 Everyone cannot do it是“并不每个人都能够做这个”。不是“每个人都不能够做这个”。参见every 1



5．
 everyone和anyone不同，every one和any one也不同。参见any 1



everything 1．
 everything不可写作every thing。


2．
 Everythiing is not right是“并不每件事都好”。并不是“每件事都不好”。参见every 1



3．
 关于everything和anything的不同，参见any 1



4．
 下面两句里的everything用得不合理，最好改作all things：

We must consider everything about him, his dialect included.

We must consider everything about him - his political awareness, his cultural level, his health, and even his dialect.


everywhere 1．
 everywhere不可写作every where。


2．
 Everywhere I went, I found the same encouraging state of things里的Everywhere是口语用法，在正式文字里该改作Wherever。


3．
 everywhere有时用作名词，如Everywhere is frozen和Everywhere is covered with snow。


4．
 This plant is not to be found everywhere是“这植物不是到处找得到的。”并不是“这植物是到处找不到的。”参见every 1



5．
 关于everywhere和anywhere的不同，参见any 1



evidence
 evidence（名词）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：There is ample evidence that
 interplanetary travel（星际旅行）will soon be a reality.


evil
 evil统指“祸害”，如do evil（作恶）。an
 evil是“一个祸害”。evils
 是“多个祸害”。例如：Wipe out the social evils!


exaggerate
 Its importance cannot be exaggerated是“它是极重要的。”参见can 7



examination 1．
 说“某科考试”在指学科的词前面用in或on都可以，如examination in
 （或on
 ）English grammar和examination in
 （或on
 ）mathematics。用in比用on普通。


2．
 下面两句意思不同：

Have you entered
 for the examination? （你已经报名应考了吗？）

Have you sat
 for the examination? （你已经应考了吗？）


3．
 examination paper在英国是“考试题纸”，在美国是“考卷”，相当于英国的script。在美国说“考试题”用examination questions。


examine
 说“考试（学生等）”在指学科的词前面用in或on都可以。例如：The candidates will be examined in
 （或on
 ）Chinese, English, and mathematics.


exasperate(d)
 关于an exasperated voice（被激怒的语声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


exceedingly
 现在exceedingly和excessively不同：exceedingly是“很”，excessively是“太”。如可以说I am exceedingly
 obliged to you和I am sorry I was excessively
 annoyed。


excel
 excel后面接in和动名词，不接不定式，如She excels (her sisters) in singing
 popular songs里的in singing不可改用to sing。


excellent
 excellent是“极好的”，具有肯定意义，表示说话者的强烈意见。只能用在肯定句里，不能用在否定、条件、疑问等句子里。如可以说This is an excellent book。但不可说：

This book is not excellent.

Is this an excellent book?

If this is an excellent book, I should like to read it.

Can you recommend an excellent book?

I want to read some excellent books.

参见most 4



except 1．
 except用作连接词作unless解现在很不普通。


2．
 except用作介词后面不但可以接名词或代词，也可以接介词、副词或以that、when等词引导的从句。例如：

He has always been in good health except in
 the past few days.

He has always been in good health except quite recently
 .

He has always been in good health except that
 he has had a slight headache in the past few days.

He has always been in good health except when
 he had a slight headache.


3．
 except for作“除了…外”解。例如：The essay is well written except for
 a few mistakes in the last paragraph. 这句里的for不可省去，下面各句里的for也不可省去：

The boy was unhurt except for a few scratches.

The room was deserted except for a little girl.

The wall was bare except for some posters.

He went abroad and did not return to his country except for a short visit.


4．
 There is a pen on the table except a pencil里用except是错的，该改作besides。There is nothing
 on the table except a pencil里的except用得不错，但也可以改作besides。There is no
 pen on the table except a pencil里用except是错的，该把全句改作There is a pencil on the table, but there is no pen。


excepting
 excepting用作介词现在只用在not或always的后面。例如：All my brothers are married, not excepting
 the youngest. 和All my brothers come here every day, always excepting
 the youngest.


exception 1．
 exception后面接to。例如：There is an exception to
 this rule.


2．
 the
 exception和the
 rule（习惯）相对。例如：In this village, early marriage used to be the rule
 , not the exception
 .


3．
 without exception或without any
 exception比without an
 exception普通。


exceptionable
 exceptionable是“可以指摘的”或“不很好的”，exceptional是“非常的”。例如：He was admitted for his exceptional
 talent. 和There is nothing exceptionable
 in his conduct.


exceptional
 参见exceptionable



excessively
 参见exceedingly



exchange 1．
 可以说They（指两个人）exchanged caps
 （他们俩交换帽子），也可以说They exchanged gifts
 （或compliments
 , glances
 , smiles
 等）。对于行动，有时用单数形式。例如：They exchanged a compliment（或a glance，或a smile）.


2．
 in exchange for
 用在give和get或receive后面都可以。例如：I should like to give my pen in exchange for
 yours. 和I should like to get（或receive）your pen in exchange for
 mine.


3．
 mutual
 exchange, exchange mutually
 , exchange with each other
 （或one another
 ）和exchange together
 该避免，单用exchange够了。


excite(d) 1．
 下面两句意思相同：

Your remark excited jealousy in
 him.

Your remark excited him to
 jealousy.


2．
 关于an excited shout（激动的喊声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


exclamation
 exclamation point（感叹号）是美国英语，相当于英国英语note of exclamation, mark of exclamation或exclamation mark。


exclusive 1．
 exclusive of
 ...是“…不计算在内的”。例如：He paid me ¥ 200, exclusive of
 expenses. （除了开支以外，他还给了我二百元）。exclusive to
 ...是“…所专有的”。例如：Special articles exclusive to
 the magazine are included in every issue. （每期刊登专为本杂志写的专论。）


2．
 exclusive在美国往往作“优等的”或“高贵的”解，如exclusive restaurant, exclusive school和exclusive gown。


excuse 1．
 比较下面每组里的两句：





2．
 excuse（名词）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He left us with the excuse that
 he had a meeting to attend.


3．
 Such conduct does not admit of excuse里的excuse是抽象名词。


4．
 下面三句意思相同：

He excused my not
 calling.

He excused my calling.

He excused me from calling.

但第一句里的excused作“原谅”解，第二句里的excused作“允许免除”解，第三句里的excused作“对于…免除某事”解。但第二句也可以作“他原谅了我去看他［他并不以为我去看他是不应该的］”解。参见5


5．
 Excuse me for
 being late和Excuse my being late两句意思相同。


6．
 不可说Excuse me, for I have not answered your letter。该改作Excuse me for not having
 answered your letter。


7．
 He excused himself to us and went away里的excused himself to us等于said 'Excuse me' to us。


8．
 Excuse me, but
 are you going to the party? 里的but不可改作其他词。


9．
 excuse比forgive语气轻，比pardon语气更轻。


exercise 1．
 exercise统指“运动”。例如：We take exercise every morning. We take several forms of exercise every morning. 和Walking is good exercise. an
 （或a
 ...）exercise是“一种运动”。例如：Walking is a
 good exercise. exercises是“各种运动”。例如：Walking and riding are good exercises.


2．
 exercise在用作“习题”解的时候，后面接in和科目名称，或on或in和科目的部分的名称，如an exercise in
 English grammar和an exercise on
 （或in
 ）the construction of conditional sentences。


3．
 graduation（或graduating）exercises
 （毕业典礼），inauguration exercises
 （就职典礼或开幕典礼）等是美国英语，exercises相当于英国的ceremony或ceremonies。


4．
 take exercise和exercise用作不及物动词都作“体操”或“运动”解，不指一般的“作练习”。


5．
 不可说We exercise
 in boxing once a week，该说We are exercised
 in boxing once a week。


exhibit(ion)
 exhibit是“一件展览品或一宗展览品”。exhibition是“展览会”。


exist
 exist有时有“仅能活命（不能好好生活）”的意思。例如：Some people in some poor countries receive wages that allow them to exist but not to live.


expect 1．
 expect所指的也许是极不愿意被实现的事，例如：We have planned a picnic for this afternoon, but I expect a storm. 和He expected his father, whom he loved deeply, to die before dark.


2．
 expect后面接不定式，不接动名词，如可以说I expect to see
 them tomorrow，不可说I expect seeing
 them tomorrow。参见anticipate 1



3．
 expect是及物动词，后面不可加for，如They have been expecting the conference for months里不可在expecting后面加上for。


4．
 下面两句都可能有两个不同的意思：

I expect you to do your duty. （1．我期待你尽你的责任。2．我要你尽你的责任。）

I expect that you will
 do your duty. （1．我期待你尽你的责任。2．我要你尽你的责任。）

往往必须看了上下文才能看出是哪一个意思。但I expect that you shall
 do your duty只作“我要你尽你的责任”解。


5．
 expect往往用作“以为”或“料想”解，如I expect you met her yesterday和The student, we expect, has improved a great deal since he entered the college。这种用法在口语里很普通。


6．
 注意下面各句里的tomorrow, soon, next Sunday和Some time next month并不修饰expect：

I expect him tomorrow.

I expect a letter from him soon.

I expect a visit from him next Sunday.

She expects her confinement some time next month.

这四句等于：

I expect him to come
 tomorrow.

I expect a letter from him to come
 soon.

I expect a visit from him to take place
 next Sunday.

She expects her confinement to take place
 some time next month.


7．
 假定你去看一个朋友，他家里的人开门，你对他说要见你的朋友，他问你Are you expected? 他的意思是“（你跟他约好）他知道你要来看他吗？”


8．
 expect it of
 him比expect it from
 him普通。


expectancy
 expectancy是相当于形容词expectant的名词，expectation是相当于动词expect的名词，如I am looking forward to the event with expectancy
 和I am tidying up my room in the expectation
 that some friends will call this evening。


expectation
 expectation习惯上往往用复数形式，例如：He has failed to come up to her expectations. We entertain great expectations
 of him. 和His expectations
 are not likely to be disappointed.


expend
 expend后面接money或wealth现在不及spend普通。


expenditure
 expenditure在用作“用款”解的时候可以有复数形式，如receipts and expenditures
 。


expense 1．
 说“（做某事的）经费”习惯用复数形式，如travelling expenses和development expenses。


2．
 at the expense of后面接的词通常是表示被损失或耗费的东西。例如：He walked the whole distance at the expense of his health
 . 但有时也接表示被经历的事物的词。例如：He walked the whole distance at the expense of much weariness
 . cost 1
 里的各例句里的cost改作expense也可以。


expensive
 expensive作“高价的”解，如expensive clothes。但不可形容price，如不可说The price is too expensive，该把expensive改作high。


experience(d) 1．
 说“有某种经验”通常用完成时态。例如：I have had
 much experience of country life.


2．
 experience和动名词的中间用of或in都可以，如experience of
 teaching和experience in
 teaching。long experience, many years' experience等后面通常接of, many years of experience等后面通常接in，have had experience后面通常接of，gain experience后面通常接in。例如：

His long experience of
 teaching foreign languages is a great asset.

Many years' experience of
 teaching foreign languages qualifies him for this post.

Many years of experience in
 teaching foreign languages qualifies him for this post.

He has had much experience of
 teaching foreign languages.

He hopes to gain experience in
 foreign languages.


3．
 a very
 experienced teacher里用very比用much或very much普通。


experiment(ation) 1．
 make
 an experiment比try
 an experiment好。


2．
 experiment有时用作抽象名词，作“试验”解，如a great deal of experiment和ten years of study and experiment。这两种表达方式里的experiment可以改作experimentation，但通常用experiment。


3．
 experiment通常是不及物动词，后面接on或with。例如：The students are experimenting on
 （或with
 ）a piece of metal.


expert
 expert在用作形容词的时候后面接at或in，如He is expert at
 （或in
 ）metallurgy。在用作名词时后面接on, at或in。例如：He is an expert on
 （或at
 ，或in
 ）skin diseases.


explain 1．
 explain用在以that引导的从句前面作“说…（作为说明）”解，并没有“说出…的原因”的意思，如He explained that
 he could not come是“他说他不能来”。不是“他说出他不能来的原因”。


2．
 explain不可有双宾语，如不可说He explained me all those words或He explained me that he could not come。这两句都该在me前面加上to。


exploit 1．
 exploit others（剥削别人）和exploit the labour of others都可以说。


2．
 相当于exploit的形容词是exploitative，如exploitative system（剥削制度）。


express 1．
 He expressed himself as
 satisfied等句子里的as用的多，不用的少。


2．
 express company（快递公司）是美国英语，相当于英国的carrier或firm of carriers。express在美国有时用作“快递事业”、“快递公司”或“由快递公司运（货）”解。


extend(ed) 1．
 extend在用作accord或give解的时候往往有双宾语。例如：They extended him a warm welcome.


2．
 extended在美国往往用作“长的”或“广泛的”解，如an extended list of new publications, an extended tour和an extended discussion。


extent 1．
 extent前面的介词是to，如下面各个习语：


to
 any extent, to
 some extent, to
 what extent, to
 a great extent, to
 a surprising extent, to
 the utmost extent, to
 a certain extent, to
 the same extent, to
 such an extent that..., to
 the extent of（或that...）


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

He grew more and more absorbed in his work, to such an
 extent that he almost forgot his meals.

He grew more and more absorbed in his work, to the
 extent that he almost forgot his meals.


extraction
 a man of English extraction（英国出身的），of foreign extraction, a family of ancient extraction（出身古老的家族）等表达方式里没有a或the。


eye 1．
 每个人有两个眼睛，但在若干习语里着重在“视”而不着重在眼睛那东西，所以用单数形式。例如：

as far as the eye
 can reach（在视线以内），have an eye
 for（有…的鉴别力），have an eye
 to（照看、觊觎），keep an eye
 on（注视、留心），with an eye
 to（着眼于、试图），with a...eye
 （…地看待），in the eye
 of（从…的观点看来）

下面各句里也用单数形式：

There was a happy look in his eye
 .

The old man fixed me with his glittering eye
 .

She came to the door and her eye
 peeped in.


2．
 He was all
 eyes
 和He was all
 eye都作“他很注意地看”解。第一句里的all不可改作both。He stared at us with all
 his eyes里的all也不可改作both。


eye(-)glass(es) 1．
 eye(-)glasses原来指“没有脚的用弹簧夹在鼻上的眼镜”（就是pince-nez
 〔法语〕），spectacles指“有脚的钩在耳朵上的眼镜”，但现在在美国把eye(-)glasses指“一切新式眼镜（不论有脚或没有脚）”，把spectacles专指“老式眼镜”。在英国还是原来的区别。


2．
 eye(-)glass是“单片眼镜”（monocle）。
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face 1．
 face用作“面子”解是抽象名词，如loss of face（失面子、丢脸）和He lost (his) face as a result of a piece of double-dealing。


2．
 注意下面各句里的face前面都没有a, the, his等词：

He came back with face clouded.

He came back with smiling face.

He came back with dejected face.

He has aged in face.

Every one of them is known by face.

He was lying face downwards.

第一句里face前面可以加上his。第二句和第三句里smiling和dejected前面可以加上a。


3．
 “面向南”有几种不同的说法。例如：

The house faces south
 .

The house faces the south
 .

The house faces to the south
 .

The house faces on the south
 .

The house faces southwards
 .


4．
 face
 the difficulty是“面对困难”，be faced with
 the difficulty是“遇到困难”。


5．
 face up to
 the difficulty=face the difficulty，但比较不普通。


6．
 in face of和in the
 face of相同，在英国通常不用the。in (the) face of the known facts是“面临着这些已知的事实”，“面临”是譬喻。in (the) face of the lake是“面临着湖”，“面临”是直解。第二种用法只用在英国。


facilitate
 facilitate作“使（动作）容易”解，不作“使（人）易于动作”解，如可以说Electricity facilitates the work，不可说Electricity facilitates us in our work。


fact 1．
 in fact, as a matter of fact和in point of fact三种表达方式都作“实际上、其实”解。as a fact也有人用，但不算正当，该避免。as a matter of fact含有“虽然好像不是这样而实际是这样”的意思。


2．
 在谈话里有时用matter of fact代替as a matter of fact。例如：Matter of fact
 , I wouldn't do it if I were you.


3．
 下面第一句最正常，其他三句都有些口语性质：

The fact is that they do not know him.

The fact is, they do not know him.

Fact is that they do not know him.

Fact is, they do not know him.


4．
 fact有时指“实有的东西”。例如：The dominating fact
 of his early life was his mother.


5．
 the facts of life有时是“人生的一切事”，有时是“性和生殖基本知识（指受胎、分娩等）”。


faculty 1．
 faculty在英国指大学里的“科”或“院”，向来有四科：神学（Theology）、法律（Law）、医学（Medicine）和文科（Arts），叫做the
 four faculties。在美国指任何学校的全体教员。


2．
 the faculty of
 hearing（听觉），the faculty of
 vision（视觉），the faculty of
 speech（说话的能力）等表达方式里用of。the（或a，或his等）faculty（才能）后面接for和名词或动名词，如the（或a，或his等）faculty for
 versification和the（或a，或his等）faculty for
 writing verse。接of和动名词也可以，但不及接for和动名词普通。不可接不定式，如不可说the（或a，或his等）faculty to write
 verse。


fail 1．
 fail用作名词只用在without fail中，作“一定不误地、必定”解，用在命令和允诺句里，如Let me know without fail和I will let you know without fail。不可把fail改作failing或failure。


2．
 fail用在不定式前面有时作“不成功”解，有时作“不…”解，如He failed to obtain
 the information he had applied for和He failed to come
 that evening。在作“不成功”解的时候可以把那不定式改作in和动名词。例如：He failed in obtaining
 the information he had applied for. 在作“不…”解的时候不可把那不定式改作in和动名词，如不可说He failed in coming
 that evening。


3．
 He failed in
 the examination和He failed in
 Latin都是正常的英语。下面各句里的failed用作及物动词，是美国学校里的用法：

He failed the examination.

He failed Latin.

The professor failed him in Latin。


4．
 failed用作形容词作“已失败的”解在美国比在英国普通，如a failed
 author和a failed
 firm。


5．
 下面两句语法不同，意思也往往不同：

His arrival failing, I shall write again. His arrival failing是独立结构，通常作“因为他不到”解，但也可作“假使他不到”解。

Failing his arrival, I shall write again. Failing从现在分词转用作介词，Failing his arrival通常作“假使他不到”解，但也可以作“因为他不到”解。


failing
 参见fail 5



failure
 failure用在不定式前面作“不（实行）”解。例如：His failure to come
 that evening was due to ill health.


fair(ly) 1．
 fair作“美丽的”解现在很不普通。


2．
 fair
 knowledge, fair
 specimen, fair
 ability, fair
 health等表达方式里fair都作“还算好的”或“说得过去的”解。fairly
 good, fairly
 safe, fairly
 certain, fairly
 well, fairly
 soon等表达方式里的fairly都作“还算好地”或“说得过去地”解。只用于褒义，不用于贬义，如不可说fairly bad或fairly dangerous。


3．
 play fair（办事公正合理），hit fair（依照规则出击），fight fair（依照规则开打）等表达方式里用fair, treat him fairly, deal fairly with them（公平对待他们）等表达方式里用fairly。


fairy
 fairy是“身材极小的妖精”，跟“八仙”、“飘飘欲仙”、“赛过活神仙”等表达方式里的“仙”不同。


fairyland
 fairyland（仙境、奇境）前面有时有a或the，有时没有。


fairy-tale
 （或fairy tale
 ） 1．fairy-tale有时统指一切为儿童讲的“神话或童话”，前面没有a或the，如a monster of fairy-tale。


2．
 fairy-tale有时被借用指“谎言”。


faith
 faith后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：our absolute faith that
 peace will prevail.


faithfully
 Yours faithfully（或Faithfully yours）用作写给陌生人的信里的信尾客套语，在英国比在美国普通。


fall(en) 1．
 fall作“秋”解是美国英语，相当于英国英语的autumn。参见autumn



2．
 falls（每逢秋天）用作副词是美国用法。例如：Falls he lives with his parents.


3．
 fall是不及物动词，但它的过去分词fallen有时用作形容词，作“落下的，陷落的”解，如fallen
 leaves（落叶）和fallen
 city（沦陷了的城市）。


4．
 fall to作“开始”解，后面接名词或动名词，如In a little while they fell to argument
 和Let us fall to reading
 。第二句里的reading不可改作read。这习语主要是文学用语，不很普通。


5．
 He fell wondering who she was.=He fell to
 wondering who she was. 但不很普通。


fame 1．
 fame通常用作抽象名词，前面没有a。例如：He won fame as a violinist. 但偶尔也有a。例如：He has achieved a
 national fame as an expert on speed cutting.


2．
 of...fame作“因…而有名的”解，不论那of后面是什么词，都没有the，如Thomas Gray, of Elegy fame。指以Elegy in a Country Churchyard
 出名的18世纪英国诗人Thomas Gray。


familiar
 注意下面各句里的介词：





family 1．
 large family是“众多的子女”，small family是“很少的子女”，跟我们所说的“大家庭”和“小家庭”没有关系。


2．
 a family of five, the eldest of the family等表达方式里的family作“子女”解，父母不算在内。


3．
 member(s) of a family和member(s) of my（或your等）family都可以说，但不可说family member(s)。


4．
 of family和of good family都作“好出身的”解，注意没有a。


5．
 he and family合乎习惯，但不及he and his family普通。


6．
 我们所说的“张家”、“李家”等英语作the
 ...family，如the
 Chang family和the
 Brown family。


famous
 famous语气很重，有“天下闻名”或“举国皆知”的意思。说一般的“有名的”该用well-known, noted等词。


fanatic(al)
 fanatic现在主要用作名词，用作形容词远不及fanatical普通。相当于这两种形式的副词都是fanatically。


fancy 1．
 take a
 fancy to作“爱好”解，注意有a。


2．
 I used to fancy myself (to be
 ) a good judge of music里的to be可以省去。


3．
 Fancy...! （试想…！）里的Fancy后面接动名词，不接不定式，如Fancy being
 in London! 不可改作Fancy to be
 in London!


far 1．
 far和by far略有不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）far用在属于比较级或最高级的词前面都可以，如This is far better
 than that和This is far the best
 of the five。

（2）by far可以用在属于最高级的词前面，不可用在属于比较级的词前面，如可以说This is by far the best
 of the five，不可说This is by far better
 than that。但用了the便可以把by far用在前面。例如：This is by far the better
 of the two.

（3）by far可以用在属于比较级的词后面。例如：This is better by far
 than that. 但这种用法不很普通。


2．
 far from作“极不”解，如This is far from
 perfect和I am far from
 considering it perfect。注意第一句里在far from后面直接接形容词perfect，在那形容词前面加上being也可以，但不很普通。


3．
 下面三句意思相同：

She is so far from
 liking the man that
 she intends never to see him again.


Far from
 liking the man, she intends never to see him again.


So far from
 liking him, she intends never to see him again.

第三句原来是从第一句和第二句混合而来。


4．
 so far as, as far as和in so far as的意思相同，可以换用。例如：So far as
 （或As far as
 ，或In so far as
 ）I can see, they are all satisfied with the arrangement. 但in so far as比较不普通。


5．
 注意在He went as far as Tibet等句子里在第二个as后面没有to。在far后面加上afield或west也可以，但在as后面也不该有to。同样地，as far back as the fifteenth century等表达方式里在第二个as后面没有in。


6．
 How far did he go？是疑问句，He did not go far是否定句。He went far很不自然，最好改作He went a long way
 。


fare
 car fare（电车费）是美国英语，相当于英国英语tram fare。


farewell
 farewell通常译作“再会”，其实往往有“永不再会”的意思，如He bade farewell to his native town（他永别了他的故乡）。


farm
 farm前通常用on，偶尔用at，如They work happily on
 （偶尔用at
 ）a farm。


farther
 farther和further不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）farther不及further普通，further
 delay, further
 details, a further
 search, something further
 to say等表达方式里现在几乎总是用further而不用farther。

（2）farther只在说到“距离”的时候用得普通些，如the farther
 side of the river比the further
 side of the river普通。

（3）farther用作动词极不普通。


fashion 1．
 in...fashion里通常没有a（或an），如in English fashion, in roundabout fashion和in thorough fashion。用a也可以，但不很普通。


2．
 people of fashion, man of fashion等表达方式是“上流社会的人”，就是“风云人物”，并不指衣服或装饰的时髦。注意fashion前面没有the。


3．
 in fashion和in the
 fashion相同，作“合乎时尚的”解。out of fashion和out of the
 fashion相同，作“不合乎时尚的”解。


4．
 下面两句意思略有不同。

He is in
 the fashion. （他合乎时尚。）

He is the fashion. （他被人看作标准的风云人物。）


5．
 He is dressed German-fashion和He talks woman-fashion等句子里的German-fashion, woman-fashion等词是副词。也可以写作German fashion, woman fashion等。


fast 1．
 fast是形容词，也是副词。fastly
 现在不用。


2．
 break my（或your等）fast（吃早餐）这语现在不普通，不该用。该用eat breakfast, have breakfast或take breakfast。


fat
 fat用于人有“肥得难看”或“胖得可笑”的意思。对于同一个女子，说She has grown fat
 含有“她现在太肥了”的意思，但说She has grown plump
 含有“她现在丰满了”的意思。


fate
 the F
 ates
 原来指希腊神话里三个管理人们命运的女神，现在往往用the f
 ates
 指一切管理人们命运的神，如As the f
 ates
 would have it, he died on the spot和She thought the f
 ates
 owed her something。


fatherland 1．
 fatherland（祖国）跟motherland没有什么区别。


2．
 英国人通常不用fatherland而用mother country。


fault 1．
 at
 fault是“不知所措的”。也有人把这语用作in fault解，有人以为不正当。in
 fault是“有过失的”。to a
 fault是“过分的”。例如：She is cautious to a
 fault. cautious是好的，但过分地cautious就不好。to a fault不可用在原来指“不好”的词，如不可说She is careless
 to a fault。


2．
 find fault with（责备、挑剔）里的fault前面不可加上a，也不可改作复数形式，也不可把with改作其他词。注意下面每组里的两句意思不同：





3．
 可以说I wrote the wrong address on the envelope, so it was my fault that the letter miscarried。不可说The letter miscarried because of the wrong address on the envelope, so it was my fault that I had written the wrong address。It was my fault that I had written the wrong address只可以有“我写错了那地址，是我的不是（不能怪别人）”的意思。再如你把一个男孩推了一下，他摔了一跤，你可以说It was my fault that the boy fell。不可说It was my fault that I gave the boy a push，这句只可以有“我把那男孩推了一下，是我的不是（不能怪别人）”的意思。


4．
 The cup broke through no fault of the girl是“这杯子的打碎并不是由于这女孩子的过失”。


favour 1．
 your favour在商业信函里代替your letter, your order, your inquiry等。例如：Your favour
 of 6 August has been received. 也有用your esteemed favour, your valued favour或your kind favour的。在一般通信里该避免。


2．
 说自己为别人服务，不可用favour。


3．
 可以说I ask the
 favour of your
 doing it（请帮忙）或I ask you to do me the
 favour of doing it。不可说I ask your
 favour of doing it。


4．
 favour（动词）不可有双宾语，如不可说Please favour me
 an early reply
 。该在me后面加上with。


5．
 favour在口语里有时作“貌似”解。例如：John favours his father and his brother favours his mother. 注意favour只作“貌似（父亲而不似母亲）”或“貌似（母亲而不似父亲）”解，不作“貌似（父母）”解，如不可说John favours both his parents。favour更不作“貌似（父或母以外的任何人）”解，如不可说John favours his brother或John favours his friend Peter。


favourable
 favourable作“赞成的”解后面接to。例如：He is favourable to
 our scheme. 作“有利（于事件或东西或人）的”解后面也接to，例如：This weather is favourable to
 our scheme. This weather is favourable to
 potatoes. 和This weather is favourable to
 us. 作“有利（于动作）的”解后面接for。例如：This weather is favourable for
 a start.


fear 1．
 fear（动词）后面接不定式或动名词都可以，如I fear to offend
 him和I fear offending
 him。接以that引导的从句也可以。例如：I fear that
 I may offend him. 但不可接宾语和不定式，如不可说I fear myself to offend
 him。


2．
 fear（动词）不及be afraid普通。fear后面接以lest引导的从句更不通俗，如We feared lest he should fail远不如We were afraid (that) he might fail通俗。


3．
 fear（名词）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：I have a fear that
 I may offend him.


4．
 下面各句意思相同：

For fear of
 mispronouncing some words I read very slowly.

For fear that
 I should mispronounce some words I read very slowly.

For fear lest
 I should mispronounce some words I read very slowly.

For fear I should mispronounce some words I read very slowly.

注意fear前面没有the。把第二句、第三句和第四句里的should改作might也可以。第三句不很普通。


5．
 Many people fear the economy may collapse是“很多人担心经济会崩溃”。We fear for
 the economy是“我们为经济状况担心”。


fearful
 fearful用作“感觉恐惧的”解现在不很普通。


feast
 feast是非常丰盛而奢侈的宴会，有“华筵”两字的意味，通常不用于一般的宴会。如神话里说国王请客往往用feast，但报纸里记载宴会不用feast。


feature 1．
 feature指面孔的一部分，如眼是一个feature，鼻也是一个feature，嘴也是一个feature。复数形式features
 指“面貌、相貌”。


2．
 注意There was worry on
 his features（面有忧色，面带愁容）里用on。


3．
 feature用作动词可以作“有…的特色”解，也可以作“是…的特色”解，如This restaurant features excellent cooking和Excellent cooking features this restaurant都可以说。


February
 参见April



feed
 下面几句都可以说：

She feeds the cat on
 fish.

She feeds the cat with
 fish.

She feeds fish to
 the cat.

She feeds the cat fish.

第一句是正常的英语，第二句不及第一句普通，第三句原来是美国英语，现在也可算正常，第四句是比较新的用法。


feel 1．
 feel可以用作系动词，后面接表语，如feel cold, feel proud和feel sure。也可以用作使役动词，后面接宾语和表语，如He felt himself guilty和She felt it an honour that we should care for her。有时在宾语后面接to be。例如：He felt himself to be
 guilty. 在用作系动词的时候，feel有时作“使人有某种感觉”解，如The air feels cold和How does it feel to be in love? （恋爱使人有怎样的感觉？）


2．
 feel的宾语后面的不定式习惯省去to。例如：I felt someone touch
 me on the shoulder. 把touch改作touching也可以。


3．
 说到心理上的认识，feel后面通常接以that引导的从句，不接宾语和不定式，如通常说I feel that
 the picture fully agrees with the original，不说I feel the picture fully agree with the original。但假使那不定式是be，尽可以用这结构，to不可省。例如：I feel the picture to be
 in full agreement with the original.


4．
 在用作“触、摸”解的时候，feel在美国往往在后面加上of。例如：I felt of
 the pocket to see if the handkerchief was there. 在英国没有of。


5．
 feel for
 和feel with
 都作“同情”解。


6．
 feel like...ing通常作“想要…”解，如I feel like singing
 和I feel like weeping
 。有时作“觉得好像…”解。例如：Landing on those shores, one feels like having
 entered into a great silence. 注意like是形容词，后面省去介词to，不是动词。


7．
 feel like可以作“觉得好像是…”解，如I feel like a boy on his first day of school。也可以作“想要…”解，如I feel like a walk。下面的对话当然是笑话：

Husband: I feel like a pork pie tonight.

Wife: What a strange thing to say! You don't look like one。


8．
 I feel difficult是“我感觉我自己被人难于应付”。并不是“我感觉我难于应付某人或某事”。I feel pleasant是“我感觉我自己使人愉快”，并不是“我感觉愉快”。


9．
 关于feel bad和feel badly，参见bad(ly) 2



10．
 feel用作名词，并不和feeling完全相同，下面几点该注意：

（1）说“触、摸”该用feel，不可用feeling
 。例如：

Let me have a feel. （让我摸一摸。）

It is smooth to the feel. （它摸起来是光滑的。）

It has a smooth feel. （它摸起来是光滑的。）

I can tell that it is paper by the feel. （摸了我便知道它是纸。）

（2）说身体上的感觉用feel或feeling
 都可以，如a feel of cold和a feeling
 of cold。

（3）说精神上的感觉用feeling
 比用feel普通，如a feeling
 of joy比a feel of joy普通。

（4）The factory has a homely feel等句子里的feel作air或atmosphere解，不可改作feeling
 。

（5）He has a feel(ing
 ) for good poetry等句子里用feel或feeling
 都可以。


feeling 1．
 hurt（或wound）his（或your等）feelings
 是习语（注意用复数形式），作“伤他（或你等）的感情”解。feelings
 指一般的感受性，跟“感情”不同。注意下面各句里都用复数形式：

He seems to have no feelings
 .

She has no regard for our feelings
 .

Please spare her feelings
 .

You ought to control your feelings
 .

The speech appeals to the feelings
 rather than to the reason.


2．
 参见feel 10



felicitate
 felicitate不及congratulate通俗。


fellow 1．
 that fellow, the other fellow等表达方式里的fellow只指男，不指女。但schoolfellow, fellow student, fellow sufferer等兼指男女。


2．
 that watchman fellow等是口语用法。


3．
 a fellow在口语里有时指说话者自己，正如汉语里有时用“人家”或“别人”指说话者自己，如A fellow can't stand it any longer（人家［=我］再也忍耐不住了）和Let a fellow sleep a little（让别人［=我］睡一会）。


female 1．
 用female代woman现在往往表示轻视，该避免。但在统计男女的时候尽可以用。例如：The city's population includes about two million females.


2．
 female原来是名词，转用作形容词，着重在性别，feminine原来是形容词，着重在“女子所特有的”或“关于女子的”的意思。如在companion, friend, ruler, servant, ward等单词前面要用female，在companionship, friendship, rule, sympathy, weakness等单词前面要用feminine。female
 education是“女子教育”，feminine
 education是“宜于女子的教育”。注意该说female
 sex和feminine
 gender，不可说feminine
 sex和female
 gender。


3．
 heir female和female heir（女承继人）意思相同。issue female和female issue（女儿们）也意思相同。


feminine
 参见female 2



fetch 1．
 fetch可以有双宾语。例如：Please fetch me a pencil.


2．
 严格说来，fetch作go and bring解，所以Please go and fetch
 me a pencil里的go and该删去。但习惯上用go and fetch很普通。


3．
 You're late for the meeting, and I've come to fetch you里的fetch是从会场的立场说的。


few 1．
 few和a
 few不同，参见a, an 32
 。但only a few或but a few等于few。


2．
 few和many恰恰相反，但a good few作“很有几个”解，现在比较少用，跟a good many几乎相同。quite a few主要用在美国，也可说相同。


3．
 not a few作“许多”、“许多人”或“许多的”解，不作“一些也没有”解。


4．
 few不可修饰number，如不可说There were a fewer
 number of pupils here a year ago。该把fewer改作smaller，或把全句改作There were fewer pupils here a year ago。


5．
 下面各句都不合习惯：

The books in the room are few. （该改作There are few books in the room。）

The books in the room are a few. （该改作There are a few books in the room。）

His books are few. （该改作He has few books。）

His books are a few. （该改作He has a few books。）

The books are few和His books are few有时可以说，但通常含有“虽然少”或“太少”的意思。例如：

The books are few, but the pictures are many.

The books are few, but they are all well selected.

His books are few, though his pictures are many.

His books are few, though they are all well selected.


6．
 Few people loved him, for they
 thought him unkind里的they在语法上指Few pepole讲不通，该改作many。


fiancé(e)
 英语里没有适当的指“未婚夫”或“未婚妻”的单词，通常借用法语fiancé
 （男）和fiancée
 （女）。两个单词发音相同。


fiction 1．
 fiction统指一切“小说”。例如：Do you read fiction? 把a
 fiction指“一篇小说”或fictions
 指“多篇小说”也不算错，但不很普通。


2．
 fiction通常只指“小说”，不包括诗歌和戏剧，但有时也兼指诗歌和戏剧里的“故事”。其实fiction注重在“假”，所以历史不是fiction，新闻也不是fiction，诗歌和戏剧里的“故事”却是fiction。


3．
 short fiction或shorter fiction统指一切短篇小说。


4．
 fiction（虚构的事）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：I have read of the English fiction that
 in leap-year, especially on leap-day, a proposal of marriage comes from the woman and not from the man.


fictional
 fictional是“小说的”，如fictional literature（小说文学）和fictional material（小说素材）。fictionalized是“小说化的”，如a fictionalized biography（小说化的传记）。fictitious是“假的”或“小说中的”，如fictitious name（假名）和fictitious hero（小说中的英雄）。


fictionalize(d)
 参见fictional



fictitious
 参见fictional



field
 field在用作“田”解的时候前面用in。在用作“战场”或“运动场”解的时候field前面习惯用on。


fifty 1．
 fifty有时用作“许多的”解。例如：I have already heard of it fifty
 times.


2．
 参见eighty



fight
 下面三句意思相同：

They are fighting with
 their enemy.

They are fighting against
 their enemy.

They are fighting their enemy.

第二句着重“难于抵敌”的意思。

可以说They are fighting with
 each other against
 their enemy。


fighter
 fighter单独用现在通常是“战斗机”，不是“战斗员”，说“战斗员”通常用combatant。但可以说freedom fighter（为自由而战斗者），peace fighter等。美国英语fire fighter是“消防员”。


figure 1．
 figure（动词）用作“计算”或“估计”解是美国英语，有时把figure out或figure up用作同一意思。例如：They have figured out
 （或up
 ）how much will be required.


2．
 figure on是美国英语，作“把…考虑在内”和“指望”解。


file
 file用作“提出申请”解是美国英语，如He has filed his resignation with
 the manager和The annual report has already been filed with
 the mayor。注意两句里都用with，不用to。也注意这样用法的file跟keep on file意思不同。


fill 1．
 fill通常用作“把东西放满在…里”解，如fill the cup with
 wine和fill the box with
 books，注意用with。用作“把…放满在器皿里”解现在很不普通，该避免，如fill wine into the cup和fill books into the box都不该说。


2．
 fill不可用作“把东西放满在…上”解，如不可说fill the table with books，该改作put the books on the table。同样地，可以说His head is filled with strange ideas
 ，但不可说His head is filled with black hair
 。因为ideas在头的里面，但hair在头的外面。The page is filled with printed matter是可以说的，因为page被看作一个可以“容”得下文字的东西。


3．
 fill用作fulfil解在英国从前也有，现在不流行，但在美国仍流行。例如：This fills
 a long-felt want. This fills
 every requirement. 和He filled
 five engagements that day.


4．
 fill用作“配（药方）”解是美国英语，在英国用make up或dispense。例如：I have had the prescription filled
 at the dispensary.


5．
 fill有时有双宾语。例如：He filled me a glass of beer.


6．
 说“填写（表格等）”用fill in, fill up和fill out都可以。例如：I have filled in
 （或up
 ，或out
 ）the document. fill out是美国英语。说“填写在（空白处）”用fill, fill in, fill up和fill out都可以，如Please fill
 these blanks和Please fill in
 （或up
 ，或out
 ）these blanks。说“把…填写”只可以用fill in。例如：Please fill in
 your name and address.


film 1．
 the
 films
 有时指一次的电影开映，有时统指“电影”，如I am going to the
 films
 this evening和Do you like the
 films
 ? films
 （没有the）统指“电影”。例如：Do you like films
 ?


2．
 film指影片的材料，如a thousand feet of interesting film。有时统指“电影事业”。例如：There are two camps in the world of film.


finance
 finance作“财源”解必须用复数形式，如the finances
 of the country, the family finances和his finances
 。


financial
 financial year（会计年度）是英国英语，在美国用fiscal year。


find 1．
 find可以有双宾语，也可以用作使役动词，所以We have found him a good assistant可能有两个意思：“我们已经替他找到一个好的助手”。（found有双宾语）或“我们已经发现他是一个好的助手”。（found用作使役动词）当然，在John's parents have found him a good wife里的found有双宾语，在John's parents have found him a good husband里的found用作使役动词。在可能被人误解的场合，只须照着意思用for或to be，如We have found a good assistant for
 him和We have found him to be
 a good assistant都不会被人误解。


2．
 find的宾语后面的不定式可以有to，也可以没有to。例如：We have found the farm (to
 ) do well. 但假使那不定式是to be，不可省去to。例如：I have found him to
 be friendly.


3．
 I have found him (to be
 ) friendly和I have found him (to be
 ) a good friend里的to be可有可无。


4．
 find作“发现”或“找到”解，不作“找寻”解，如I have found the lost book是“我已经找到了那失去的书”，I hope I shall find the lost book today是“我希望我今天将找到那失去的书”。不可说I have found the lost book for some time, but I have not discovered it或I shall find the lost book, though I may never discover it。该把found改作looked for或searched for，把find改作look for或search for。不但这样，find并不含有“曾经找过”的意思，如假定你失去了一本书，也没有去找，后来忽然发现了，也可以用find。I have found a fly in the soup是“我已经在汤里发现一个苍蝇”。并不含有“曾经在汤里找过苍蝇”的意思。下面告白里的Found作“（被）拾得”解，并不含有“曾经找过”的意思：

Found

Blue Gloves

Apply to the Secretary.


5．
 find out和find略有不同。find out作“故意去找而找到”解，通常用于难于找到的东西。例如：We must find out
 a way to deal with the situation. 和In spite of our efforts, we failed to find out
 the truth.

有时find out用作不及物动词，作“发现真相”解。例如：When I find out
 , I shall be glad. 和He soon found out
 about the disguised secret agent.


6．
 find和find out都是一时的动作，所以不可说I have found the lost book for some time和We have found out the truth for a week。该说I found the lost book some time ago和We found out the truth a week ago或It is some time since I found the book和It is a week since we found out the truth。


7．
 He found her out可能有三个意思：1．“他把她找了出来”。2．“他发现她的错误（或过失）”。3．“他发现她不在家”。


8．
 find out后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：I found out from his children that
 he was away in town. 也可以接以what, where等引导的从句。例如：I hope to find out what
 is keeping him in town.


fine
 fine writing, fine language和fine speech三种表达方式里的fine作“矫饰的”或“过分华丽的”解，是贬义，不是褒义。a piece of fine writing是“一篇矫饰的文字”（贬义），a fine piece of writing是“一篇精致的文字”（褒义）。


finger 1．
 finger只指手指，不指脚趾。脚趾是toe。说“手指或脚趾”该用digit。


2．
 first finger是第二指，是“食指”，不是“拇指”（thumb），也作forefinger或index finger。second finger是“中指”，也作middle finger。third finger是“无名指”，也作ring finger。fourth finger是小指，也作little finger。


finish 1．
 finish后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I have finished correcting
 the composition，不可说I have finished to correct
 the composition。


2．
 finish有“吃完”、“做完”、“读完”、“写完”等意思，如可以说I have finished
 the dinner, I have finished
 the work, I have finished
 the book和I have finished
 the letter。在finished后面加上eating, doing, reading, writing等词也不错，但不必要。I have finished the book可能有两个意思：“我已经读完这本书！”或“我已经写完这本书”。I have finished the letter也可能有两个意思。在有可能被人误解时该加上writing, reading等词。


3．
 下面两句意思相同，都作“我已经完毕了”解：

I have
 finished with it.

I am
 finished with it.

第二句里的finished是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。finished在用作形容词的时候后面有时接with和动名词，偶尔省去with而使动名词成为现在分词。例如：I waited for him to be finished (with) dressing. Finished with his breakfast, he talked to us over a cup of tea里的Finished也是用作形容词。


4．
 If he is not interrupted, he can finish by five o'clock里的finish是不及物动词，在口语里通常改用get it done。


5．
 finish有时有表语，作“结果成为…”解，如He finished a famous scholar和He finished perfectly proficient。


6．
 finish up比finish语气强，例如：If I don't finish the work tonight, I'll surely finish
 it up
 tomorrow. 和When the children had finished up
 with the ices, he asked the waiter, for the bill.


7．
 finish是一时的动作，所以不可说I have finished the work for a week，该改作I finished the work a week ago或It is a week since I finished the work。


8．
 fight to a
 finish（打到底、战斗到底）比fight to the
 finish普通。


fire 1．
 set...on fire和set fire to都作“放火使…烧起来”解，如Someone set
 the house on fire
 和Someone set fire to
 the house。注意不可说set...to
 fire或set fire on
 。


2．
 Someone set
 a fire和Several fires were set
 in the town等句都是美国英语。


3．
 fire department在英国指保险公司的火险部，在美国指救火队，相当于英国的fire-brigade或fire brigade。


4．
 fire fighter（消防员）是美国英语，相当于英国的fireman。


5．
 fire或fire out用作“开除”解起源于美国，现在英国也用。


firm 1．
 firm是两人或两人以上合办的企业，一个人独办的企业不可叫做firm。可以说the firm of Harrison & Co. 等。


2．
 He is a clerk with
 the firm里用with。


first(ly) 1．
 除了在逐项分别说明的时候以外，不可用firstly，如下面各句里的first不可改作firstly：

I saw her first
 last Monday.

He first
 asked my name.

I have to post the letter first
 .

在逐项分别说明的场合，也有人用first而不用firstly，如First(ly), Lily had no clothes; secondly, she had no home; thirdly, she had no friends。Lastly也是这样。


2．
 A boy and a girl came in to tell me a story, the boy was the first to speak里的was the first to speak是“第一个讲”。A boy and a girl came in to tell me a story, the boy spoke first里的spoke first也是“第一个讲”。但The boy spoke first and then wrote down what he said是“那男孩先讲话，然后把他讲的话写下来。”I saw her first yesterday可能有三个意思：1．“我昨天第一次见她。”2．“我昨天第一个见她（我见了她以后才有别人见她）。”3．“我昨天先见她（然后见别人）。”


3．
 I am going to catch the first train back to Beijing里的first可以改作next。first是“（现在以后的）第一个”，就是“下一个”。


4．
 the first two
 , the first three
 等比the two first
 , the three first
 等普通，也合理。


5．
 the
 first thing或first thing是习语，用作状语短语，作“作为最先做的一件事”解。例如：I will answer his letter (the
 ) first thing
 tomorrow morning.


6．
 at first=at the beginning, from the
 first=from the beginning, at the
 first不及at first普通。参见beginning 1



7．
 at first glance（最初看到时），at first hand（直接地）和at first sight（乍一看、一见之下）各种表达方式里都没有the。


fish
 除在说“多种鱼”的时候以外，fish的复数形式fish比fishes
 普通，如three fish比three fishes
 普通。a book on Chinese freshwater fishes
 和a shoal of little fishes
 里的fishes
 都指“各种鱼”。


fisher(man) 1．
 fisherman通常指把捉鱼做职业的“渔民”，称垂钓的“雅人”最好用angler。


2．
 fisher远不及fisherman普通。


fit(ting) 1．
 I am fit to eat
 the meat和The meat is fit to eat
 都可以说。第二句改作The meat is fit to be eaten
 也可以。The young man is now fit to ride里的fit to ride是“（身体好或受过训练）可以骑马的”，The horse is now fit to ride里的fit to ride是“可以被骑的”。

注意下面各句里末尾的介词不可删去：

The weather is not fit to go out in
 .

The room is now fit to store things in
 .

Twenty-five is an age fit to get married at
 .

This paper is hardly fit to write an important letter on
 .


2．
 think fit to...（不定式）作“把…认为可行而果然…”解，假使是“把…认为可行而其实并不…”则不可用这语，如不可说He thought fit to do it, but did not do it
 。又这语所说的事往往指“不明智的”或“不该的”，有“偏要…”的意思。例如：In spite of my advice, he thought fit to make friends with that man.

see fit to...（不定式）=think fit to...（不定式），但不及think fit to...（不定式）普通。


3．
 下面各句里的fit＋不定式是口语用法：

She cried fit to break her heart.

He trembled fit to drop.

I laughed fit to die.

The little boy sang a comic song fit to make you forget your worries.


4．
 fit有时有双宾语。例如：The authorities fitted the explorer a fleet.


5．
 It is fit
 that the story should be told in the first person不及It is fitting
 that...普通。should可以省去。


fix 1．
 fix在美国往往用作“安排”、“布置”、“组织”、“预备”等解，与fix up意思相同。


2．
 We have to fix a date for the meeting和We have to fix (up
 ) on
 a date for the meeting意思相同。


flag
 flag-day（或flag day）只用在英国，指“公益事业基金募捐日”（捐款者得一小旗，故名），相当于美国的tag day。在美国Flag Day（前面没有the）是国旗纪念日——6月14日，纪念1777年6月14日美国国会采用星条旗为国旗。


flatter 1．
 You flatter me作“承蒙过奖”解，在口语里常用。


2．
 be flattered和feel flattered都作“感觉荣幸”解，如I hope you are properly flattered at his visit和I feel flattered by your kind invitation。


3．
 He flattered himself（自夸）on
 his English里用on，但He flattered himself（自慰）with
 the hope of recovering his pen里用with。


4．
 He was flattered into
 believing
 that he was improving里的into believing不可改作to believe。


flee 1．
 flee是现在式，过去式是fled，过去分词也是fled，现在分词是fleeing。但flee和fleeing在英国很少用，被fly和flying代替。例如：Samuel fled
 yesterday. Samuel has fled
 . Samuel will fly
 tonight. （不用flee）Samuel is flying
 . （不用fleeing）


2．
 Samuel has
 fled和Samuel is
 fled两句意思相同。第二句里的fled是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


3．
 Samuel fled
 the country last year和Samuel fled from
 the country last year两句意思相同。


fleece
 fleece有时是“羊身上的全部羊毛”，有时是“从羊身上一次剪下的毛”，并不指“羊毛”（wool）那物质，一根羊毛不可叫fleece，大捆的羊毛也不可叫fleece。


flight
 take flight和take to
 flight都作“逃”解，take your（或his等）flight和take a
 flight都作“飞”解。flight（逃）和flight（飞）实际是两个不相关的词。


fling
 fling有时有双宾语。例如：He flung me a smile and went out.


flood
 即使指一时一地的大水，往往也用复数形式。例如：Owing to the floods
 we have to postpone our departure.


floor 1．
 floor是“房间的底面”，也许是石的，也许是泥的，不一定是板的。


2．
 floor和storey（在美国用story）都指房子的“层”，但下面几点该注意：

（1）floor着重在底面，stor(e)y着重在空间，所以floor前面习惯用on，stor(e)y前面习惯用in。

（2）说房子共有若干层，习惯用stor(e)y，不用floor，说房子的外面看去的第几层，也习惯用stor(e)y，不用floor。但说第几层上有什么，习惯用floor，不用stor(e)y，如说The library is on the second floor。

（3）说房子的第几层，用stor(e)y英美相同，但用floor英美不同。第一层（就是在地上的一层）英美都叫first stor(e)y或ground stor(e)y，第二层英美都叫second stor(e)y，第三、四、五各层依次类推。在美国把stor(e)y改作floor也可以。但在英国ground floor虽然指第一层，first floor却指第二层，second floor却指第三层，其他依次类推。


3．
 floor偶尔用作物质名词，如a strip of floor。


floorwalker
 floorwalker（百货商店中的铺面巡视员或导购员）是美国英语，相当于英国的shopwalker。


fluid
 fluid并不专指液体（liquid），也包括气体（gas），如水、油、空气、电流和以太（ether）都是fluid。


flunk
 flunk是美国口语，注意下面各句：

He flunked. （他考试不及格。）

He flunked the examination. （他考试不及格。）

His teacher flunked him. （他的教师使他不及格。）

He had a flunk in his entrance examination.


fly 1．
 fly和flying在英国往往用作flee和fleeing解，但flew和flown不可用作fled解。


2．
 The bird has
 （或is
 ）flown是习语，作“那所要找的人已经离去了”解。用了is那flown是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


3．
 fly在用作“乘飞机旅行”解的时候往往用现在时态或现在进行时态指将来，如He flies
 to Moscow tomorrow或He is flying
 to Moscow tomorrow作He will fly to Moscow tomorrow解。


foe
 foe（仇人、敌人）现在远不及enemy普通。


fog
 fog是“雾”，a
 fog是“一阵雾”，fogs
 是“多阵雾”。


folk 1．
 folk和folks
 都指“人们”，不指一个人。例如：There were a number of country folk(s)
 at the fair. folks
 似乎比folk普通些，但两种形式都不及people普通。主要用在美国和英国北部。


2．
 a
 folk是“一个民族”、“一个部落”或“一个社会的人们（community）”，现在不普通。


3．
 my
 （或your
 等）folks
 是“我（或你等）的家属”，注意用复数形式。


folk(-)lore
 Irish folk(-)lore, Greek folk(-)lore等表达方式前面没有the。


follow(ing) 1．
 as follows
 是习语，不论那句子的主语是单数或复数，只可用as follows
 ，不可用as follow，如The rule is
 as follows和The rules are
 as follows。


2．
 A strange thing followed upon
 the incident等句子里的upon可有可无。


3．
 as follows和（as）in the following两种表达方式不可混用，不可用as following或in the follows。


4．
 the following有时单数，有时复数，随意思而定，如The following is
 my full name和The following are
 our full names
 。


5．
 the three following
 sentences, the five following
 rules等比the following three
 sentences, the following five
 rules等普通。


6．
 following有时用作介词。例如：Following
 the ceremony a reception was held. 这用法在报纸上特别多见。


7．
 follow后面不可接宾语和不定式，如不可说I followed him to go
 into the house和I followed him to
 read the sentence aloud。该改作I followed him into the house和I read the sentence aloud after him。


8．
 I followed my parents to Shanghai是“我跟随着我的父母到上海（父母先到，我后到）”。并不是“我和我的父母一同到上海”。


9．
 on the Tuesday following
 跟on the following
 Tuesday意思相同。


10．
 The
 following is a list of the books里的The following是主语，Following is a list of the books里的Following实际等于The following，但也可以把全句看作等于A list of the books is following。事实上不说A list of the books is following
 ，而说A list of the books follows
 。Following is a list of the books是美国用法。


folly
 在It is folly to（愚蠢）...（不定式）里的folly前面不用a比用a普通。假使folly前面加上了形容词，通常有a。例如：It is a
 great folly to try to persuade him.


fond 1．
 fond后面接of，如He is fond of
 his children和She is fond of
 reading aloud。不可接不定式，如不可说She is fond to read
 aloud。


2．
 说“很喜爱”该说very
 fond，不该说much
 fond。


3．
 fond指惯常的爱好，不指一时的爱好，如不可说I am fond of talk today
 或I shall be fond of seeing you again next Wednesday
 。也不可说always
 fond和often
 fond。


4．
 “不喜欢”习惯上不说not fond of，如习惯上不说She is not fond of
 reading aloud。可以改作She does not care to read aloud。


fondness
 fondness前面有a，后面接for。例如：A
 fondness for
 children led to his organizing a children's theatre.


food
 food统指“食物”。a
 food是“一种食物”，foods
 是“多种食物”。a
 food和foods
 从前除了指供给病人吃的特制的食品以外，不及an article
 of food和articles
 of food普通。但现在很普通，如a
 breakfast food和such vital foods
 as wheat, rice, and milk。


food(-)stuff
 a
 food(-)stuff是“一种食料”，food(-)stuffs
 是“多种食料”。food(-)stuff不可统指食料，不是物质名词。


fool 1．
 fool在英国现在不用作形容词，但在美国还往往用作形容词，如fool idea和fool friend。


2．
 I was fool enough to do that里的fool前面没有a。


3．
 He is no fool的意思是“他很精明”。不是“他不是呆子”。


4．
 fool around（游荡）是美国英语，相当于英国英语fool about。


foolish
 He was foolish to believe her是“他相信她的话，那是他的愚笨”。He was foolish enough
 to believe her是“他愚笨得相信她的话”。


foolscap
 foolscap是切成某种大小（英：13½×17英寸，美：13×16英寸）的纸的总称，并不指那种大小的一张纸，可以说a sheet
 of foolscap，不可说a
 foolscap。


foot 1．
 foot统指步兵，如a regiment of foot和1000 foot（一千个步兵）。“一个步兵”该说a foot-soldier或an infantryman。


2．
 床的foot指人躺在床上那近脚部的一端，不是“床脚”。


3．
 on
 foot（步行）不可改作by
 foot。


4．
 a four-foot（四英尺的）pole和a four-footed
 pole都可以说。但只可说four-footed
 （四足的）animal，不可说four-foot animal。


5．
 说“英尺”往往用foot代替feet，如six foot
 （或feet
 ）。说“几英尺几英寸”有下面各种说法：

six foot（或feet）three inches

six foot（或feet）and three inches

six foot（或feet）three


football
 football有时指“足球”，“橄榄球”，有时指“足球运动”，“橄榄球运动”。在指“足球运动”，“橄榄球运动”的时候，前面不可加a或the。例如：We shall play football this afternoon. 参见base(-)ball
 和basketball



for 1．
 for two hours, for three weeks, for many years, for several miles等表达方式里的for有时省去，但在正式些的文字里最好不省去。有下面两点该注意：

（1）在句首通常不省去，如For two hours he had been waiting里的For通常不省。

（2）下面第一句可能有两个意思，第二句只有一个意思：

I have not studied English for
 two years. （1．我已经有两年不学习英语了。2．我学习英语以来还不满两年。）

I have not studied English two years. （我学习英语以来还不满两年。）


2．
 注意下面各句的意思：

This is the best book I have read for
 a long time. （1．这是过去的很长一段时期里我所读过的最好的书。2．我好久不曾读过这样的好书了。不作“这是我所读了好久的最好的书”解。）

This is the first book I have read for
 five weeks. （1．这是在过去的五星期里我所读过的第一本书。2．自从五星期以来我只读过这本书。不作“这是我所读了五星期的第一本书”解。）

I have not read any book for
 a long time. （我好久不读书了。不作“我不曾把任何书读了好久”解。）

I shall not read any book for
 five weeks. （1．在以后的五星期里我将不读书。2．我将在五星期以后才读书。不作“我将不把任何书读五星期”解。）


3．
 I have met him three（或four等）times等句子里的three times等表达方式的前面没有for。


4．
 下面各句都不合习惯：

I went there for seeing
 him.

They will come for hearing
 the music.

We work hard for building
 socialism.

该把for seeing改作to see, for hearing改作to hear, for building改作to build。注意I went there for sightseeing
 和They will come for pheasant shooting
 是可以说的，这里的seeing和shooting并不是临时用的动名词。


5．
 It is shameful for him to do so的结构原来是It is shameful for him, to do so。那for him属于shameful。但渐渐被人看作是It is shameful, for him to do so。那for him形容to do，因而有For him to do so is shameful的结构。又如For anything to happen here is hardly possible和For you to try again would be advisable。

那for...属于前面的词还是属于后面的不定式，有时在全句意思上有出入，如It is dangerous for him, to drive a car是“驾驶汽车对于他是危险的”。It is dangerous, for him to drive a car是“他驾驶汽车对于别人是危险的”。


6．
 for现在只用作并列连接词。除了在极短的句子里以外，它的前面通常用分号。for用作连接词在口语里很不普通。


7．
 for可以引导全句，把那全句跟前句相接。例如：We hold that the cause of all the motion and change in the world lies in the material world itself. For
 the world is by its very nature material. 有时用在自然段落的开首。


8．
 for既然是并列连接词，所以当用在句首的时候，它把那句子跟前句相接，决不可把它所引导的从句用作那句子里的状语从句，如不可说For I had something to tell him, I went to see him。该改作I went to see him, for I had something to tell him。


9．
 for有时引导一个插入从句。例如：

According to relevant regulations, for
 his mother was the widow of a national hero, he received a good education.

Tom bought a chain, one of silver gilt, certainly, for
 he had not the money for a gold one, but of very pretty workmanship.


10．
 下面四句都不对：

I am sorry, for I have not answered your letter.

Excuse me, for I have not answered your letter.

Forgive me, for I have not answered your letter.

Pardon me, for I have spoken rudely.

该改作：

I am sorry that
 I have not answered your letter.

Excuse me for not having
 answered your letter.

Forgive me for not having
 answered your letter.

Pardon me for having spoken
 rudely（或speaking
 rudely）.


11．
 下面各句里的for all...都作“尽管、虽然”解：


For all
 that he failed.


For all
 his efforts he failed.


For all
 he had done he failed.


For all
 he had worked hard, he failed.


For all that
 he had worked hard, he failed.

第一句和第二句里的all是形容词，第三句里的all是名词，第四句里的for all和第五句里的for all that都可以算作连接词。


12．
 下面两句里的for后面的过去分词的前面可以说省去了being，但事实上不可加上being：

I took your consent for granted. （1．我假定了你的应许。2．我以为你一定同意。）

He gave himself up（或over）for lost. （他自己想一定没有希望了。）


13．
 在书的题献（dedication）里一向用To，但近来有用For的。例如：

For

A. J. Brown


forbear
 forbear（自制）后面接不定式，动名词或from和动名词。例如：You must forbear to complain
 （或complaining
 ，或from complaining
 ）of that. 用from不普通。cannot forbear和could not forbear后面通常接不定式，如I cannot forbear to go into detail。也可以接动名词。例如：I cannot forbear laughing.


forbid(den) 1．
 forbid比prohibit通俗。它的宾语后面接不定式。例如：His health forbids him to go
 . 不可接from和动名词，如不可说His health forbids him from going
 。prohibit后面接from和动名词参见prohibit
 。


2．
 forbid后面接动名词，不接不定式。如可以说The regulations forbid walking
 on the grass，不可说The regulations forbid to walk
 on the grass。


3．
 forbid有时有双宾语，如He forbids them tobacco（他禁止他们抽烟）和She forbids him her house（她不许他到她的家里）。He forbids them tobacco假使改作被动语态当然是They are forbidden tobacco或Tobacco is forbidden them。但Tobacco is forbidden them似乎不及Tobacco is forbidden to
 them普通。


4．
 forbid不用作祈使语气，如不可说Forbid the children to enter the room。该改作Tell the children not to enter the room。


5．
 Forbidden City（紫禁城）前面有the。


forceful
 forceful在英国不及forcible普通。


forecast
 forecast的过去式和过去分词forecast比forecasted正当。


foreign
 英国的外交大臣叫Secretary of State for
 Foreign Affairs，简称Foreign Secretary。我国的外交部长叫Minister for
 （或of
 ）Foreign Affairs。


forenoon
 forenoon（上午）主要用在苏格兰，远不及morning普通。


forever
 forever是美国拼写形式，在英国通常写作for ever。参见ever 1



foreword
 foreword（前言、序言）不及preface普通。


forget 1．
 forget的过去分词现在在英国通常是forgotten，不是forgot，在美国两种形式都普通，但也是forgotten用得比较多。


2．
 I forget往往用作I have forgotten解，如I forget his address和I forget how much I paid him。下面有几点该注意：

（1）forget代替have forgotten，通常有“暂时忘记”的意思。例如：I forget his address-but no doubt it will come back to me later.

（2）forget代替have forgotten，不可用在不定式里，如不可说I seem to forget his address。该把forget改作have forgotten。

（3）forget代替have forgotten，后面不可接不定式，如不可说I forget to close the door。该把forget改作have forgotten。

（4）不可把forgot代替had forgotten。

（5）forget代替have forgotten，那主语通常是I，难得是we, you或they。用forgets代替has forgotten也很少见。


3．
 forget和forget about意思相仿，加上了about语气婉转些。例如：He often forgets (about
 ) dates.


4．
 forget后面接不定式作“因忘记而不曾…”解。例如：He forgot to tell
 her about it. 后面接动名词作“忘记曾经…”解。例如：He forgot telling
 her about it. （他忘记曾经把这件事告诉她，他曾经把这件事告诉她，但后来忘记了。）


5．
 说“遗忘（某物）”可以用forget。例如：I forgot my stick and so sent my brother for it. 但说“遗忘（某物）在某处”不可用forget，如不可说I forgot
 my stick at his house。该把forgot改作left或left behind。


6．
 下面各句里都用进行时态：

I'm forgetting my glasses. （1．我在忘记我的眼镜。2．我几乎忘记我的眼镜。）

I'm forgetting my French. （我渐渐忘记了法语。）

His memory is going, and I'm afraid he'll soon be forgetting his French. （他的记忆力正在衰退，恐怕他不久将渐渐忘记法语。）

The world will be long forgetting the "9·11" incident. （1．人们将好久以后才渐渐忘记“9·11”事件。2．人们将好久记着“9·11”事件。）


forgetful 1．
 forgetful后面接of。例如：One must not be forgetful of
 one's social obligations. 用be forgetful of往往不及用forget自然，如Don't be forgetful of
 what I have just told you不及Don't forget
 what I have just told you自然。


2．
 forgetful后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：You seem to be forgetful that
 all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.


forgive 1．
 forgive往往带有双宾语。例如：We shall forgive him his offences. 但forgive的宾语后面不可直接接动名词，该在动名词前面加上for。例如：Forgive me for
 leaving some of your questions unanswered.


2．
 不可说Forgive me, for I have left some of your questions unanswered。该改作Forgive me for leaving
 （或having left
 ）some of your questions unanswered。


3．
 Forgive me, but
 I am too busy to go out with you里的but不可改作其他词。


4．
 参见excuse 9



forgo
 forgo（放弃）后面可以接动名词。例如：You had better forgo using
 this word.


form 1．
 in book form（以书的形式），in popular form（以通俗的形式），in correct form（以正确的形式）等表达方式里习惯没有a。


2．
 good form（有礼貌）和bad form（没礼貌、无礼行为）前面都不可加a或the，那form没有复数形式。


3．
 下面各句都可以说：

a new form of dictionary（一本新型词典）

a new form of dictionaries
 （比较少见）

some new forms
 of dictionary

some new forms
 of dictionaries



4．
 form letter是“依照固定格式印成、打成或写成的（发给许多人的）信”，跟formal
 letter（正式的信）不同。


former 1．
 the former（前者）和the latter相对，只可用于两个人或物，不可用于两个以上的人或物，如不可说He has three friends in Beijing, A, B, and C, the former
 is a scholar。该把former改作first, firstmentioned，或first-named。


2．
 former Mayor...（前任市长…）。former Ambassador...（前任大使…）等里的former的用法，在美国比在英国普通。在英国通常用ex-。


formerly
 formerly不可指一次发生的事，如不可说I met her at a meeting formerly。但可以说I used to meet
 her at meetings formerly。


formula
 除了在数学和科学上以外，formula的复数形式formulas现在比formulae
 普通。


forth 1．
 and so forth（以及其他）不及and so on通俗。


2．
 and so on and so forth比单独用and so on或and so forth语气强。也有用and so forth and so on的。


3．
 back and forth是美国英语。参见back 1



forthcoming
 forthcoming用于人，作“肯给人方便的”解。例如：She was civil and forthcoming.


fortnight
 fortnight在英国很普通，在美国很少用，通常用two weeks。


fortunate 1．
 fortunate in
 ...作“在…方面有幸的”解，就是“有好的…的”的意思。例如：He is very fortunate in
 his teacher of English. （他有很好的英语教师。）


2．
 He is fortunate to have
 such a son跟He is fortunate enough
 to have such a son意思不同（参见enough 3
 ）。He was fortunate in
 having
 such a son和He was fortunate to have
 such a son意思相同。


fortunately
 fortunately通常用在句子或从句的开首或末尾，作“幸而…”解。例如：Fortunately, I left the house before the fire broke out. 和The weather was fine, fortunately.


fortune 1．
 make a
 fortune是“发财”，make his
 （或my
 等）fortune是“发达”、“成功”、“得意”或“成家立业”。


2．
 fortune-teller是“算命先生”，fortune-telling是“算命”，注意用单数形式。tell fortunes
 （算命）中必须用复数形式，但tell (him) his fortune, tell (you) your fortune等表达方式里该用单数形式。“她请人给她算了命”该说She had her fortune told。

但说一个人的“遭遇”或“处境”往往用复数形式。例如：His fortunes
 soon took a turn for the better.


3．
 good fortune（好运）里的fortune是抽象名词，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。fortune单独用作“好运”解也是这样。a piece of (good) fortune作“一件幸运的事”解。


4．
 have the good fortune后面接不定式，例如：I had the good fortune to meet
 him there.


fortune-teller
 参见fortune 2



fortune-telling
 参见fortune 2



forty
 参见eighty



forward(s) 1．
 在用作形容词、名词或动词的时候，只作forward，不可作forwards
 。在用作副词的时候，forward比forwards
 普通。


2．
 forward（动词）可以用作“转寄”或“转送”解。例如：Please forward the enclosed letter to Mr J. Hall. 在商业文件里也用作“送”或“寄”解，如We shall forward the goods this afternoon和We forwarded you the invoice the day before yesterday。有时竟用作不及物动词。例如：Please sign the card and forward together with a cheque for ¥20. 在一般文字里都该避免。


foundation 1．
 the foundation(s) of his career, the foundation(s) of her fortune等表达方式用单数形式或复数形式都可以。


2．
 lay the foundations of
 （建立…的基础）比lay the foundation of
 普通，lay the foundation for
 比lay the foundations for
 普通。lay the foundations
 for最不普通。


3．
 foundation principles（基本原理），foundation vocabulary（基本词汇）等表达方式里的foundation用作形容词，是美国用法，在英国用fundamental。


fowl
 a
 fowl指“一只鸟”，现在极不普通，fowls
 指“多只鸟”也极不普通。fowl统指一切鸟，通常用在sea-fowl, waterfowl和wildfowl里，如a flock of waterfowl
 。a fowl通常指“一只鸡”，fowls
 通常指“多只鸡”。


frankly
 frankly（坦白地）有时修饰整个句子或从句。例如：Frankly, I do not bellieve it. 和I have attended the lecture, in which, frankly, I feel very much disappointed.


fraternity
 fraternity用作“大学生联谊会”解是美国英语。通常指男生或男女生的联谊会，单独女学生的联谊会叫sorority。


free 1．
 free from
 和free of
 作“没有…的”或“免于…的”解，free from
 普通些。但在charge（费），duty（税），rent（租金）等词前面习惯用free of
 。


2．
 free（动词）的宾语后面用from比用of普通。例如：We freed
 him from
 （或of
 ）his obligation. free the river from pollution


3．
 I am to receive, free, a copy of the book里的free是副词，作“免费地”解。近几年来也有把for free代free的。例如：I am to get a copy of the book for free
 . 注意He will give it free（他将免费把它送给人家）和He will give it freely
 （他将大量地把它送给人家）两句意思不同。


freight
 freight在英国只指水运的货、水上运输和水运费，在美国现在几乎只指陆运和空运的货、陆上和空中的运输、陆运和空运的费用。freight train（货运火车）是美国英语，相当于英国英语的goods train。freight car（一节货车）也是美国英语，相当于英国英语的goods waggon。


French
 Frenchman不可写作French man，但every French man and woman和French men and women里的French man和French men不错。the
 French作“法国民族”或“法军”解。


Frenchman 1．
 Frenchman不可写作French man，参见French



2．
 Frenchman指男子，不指女子，指女子该用Frenchwoman，但Frenchme
 n往往统指法国人。


freshman
 freshman在英国只指大学一年级学生，在美国指任何学校的一年级学生，兼指男女。


Friday 1．
 关于“某月某日，星期几”的说法，参见April 4



2．
 Sunday, Monday, Tuesday等词前面加上next或last形成状语短语，如They will come next Monday
 和She came last Friday
 。这种词单独用作副词是美国用法，如They will come Monday
 （下星期一）和She came Friday
 （上星期五）。


3．
 on Sunday, on Monday, on Tuesday等通常作next Sunday, last Sunday等解，如They will come on Sunday和They came on Monday。有时统指一般的星期几等，如We used to meet on Saturday。on the
 Sunday, on the
 Monday, on the
 Tuesday等通常指定某个星期几等，如She came on a Monday and went on the
 Thursday。有时统指一般的星期几等，如We used to meet on the
 Saturday。on Sundays
 , on Mondays
 , on Tuesdays
 等统指一般的星期几等，如We used to meet on Saturdays
 。of a
 Sunday, of a
 Monday, of a
 Tuesday等统指一般的星期几等，如We used to meet of a
 Saturday。

下面四句意思相同，第一句最普通：

We used to meet on Saturdays
 .

We used to meet on Saturday.

We used to meet on the
 Saturday.

We used to meet of a
 Saturday.

在美国也往往说We used to meet（没有on）Saturdays
 和Saturday we used to meet。注意Saturday是单数形式，用在句首。


4．
 Good Friday（耶稣受难日）指耶稣复活节（Easter）前两天的那个星期五。前面没有the。


5．
 Friday通常译作“星期五”。其实是每星期的第六天。每星期的第一天是Sunday，第二天是Monday，第三天是Tuesday，依次类推。


friend 1．
 boy friend和gentleman friend都指女子的男朋友，girl friend, lady friend和woman friend都指男子的女朋友。在不须说明性别的时候都不该用，单用friend就是了。boy friend有时指“小朋友”。


2．
 He is a friend of mine当然不可改作He is a friend of me
 。He is my friend往往有“他跟我很好”的含意。He is a friend of Mr Shaw's
 比He is a friend of Mr Shaw普通，第二种形式往往有“他跟Shaw先生很好”的含意，多用在文字里，很少用在口语里。He is a friend to
 Mr Shaw是“他经常帮助或照顾Shaw先生”。


3．
 “交朋友”该说make friends
 ，说“跟…交朋友”该说make friends with
 ...。例如：She will be glad to make friends with
 him. 但“交一个朋友”可以说make a
 friend。She will be glad to make friends
 with him里的friends
 不可改作friend。但可以把make friends
 with改作make a
 friend of
 。不过make a friend of不及make friends with普通，而且着重在“使…做自己的朋友”的意思。


4．
 be friends
 作“友善”解，be friends
 with
 作“跟…友善”解，如She is still friends
 和She is still friends
 with
 him。get friends with
 和become friends with
 作“开始跟…友善”解。


5．
 信函里的称呼语用Dear Friend或My dear Friend现在很不普通，最好不用。


friendly
 friendly用作副词现在很不普通。friendli
 ly也不普通。最好用状语短语in a friendly manner。


friendship
 复数形式指“许多朋友的交谊”，如college friendships
 ，不可用来指两人之间的友谊，如the friendship between Henry and John里的friendship不可改作friendships。


frighten(ed) 1．
 Helen is frightened of
 Jack和He is frightened of
 the forest以及She is frightened of
 being left behind等句子里用of。

在指一时的惊恐的时候在frightened后面往往用at。例如：The boy dare not enter the gate because he was frightened at
 the dog.


2．
 关于a frightened cry（受惊的喊声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


from 1．
 from后面往往接介词或副词，如from behind
 the door, from under
 the table, from above
 和from below
 。


2．
 from
 five to eight men和from
 fifty to seventy feet等表达方式里的from往往省去。


3．
 from three o'clock to
 half past six和from three o'clock till
 （或until
 ）half past six都可以说。


4．
 From the park to my house is only a quarter of a mile里的From the park to my house用作名词。


5．
 （from）May to October通常指5、6、7、8、9、10月，（from）May to October inclusive当然更明白。（from）May to October exclusive也很明白（5月和10月不算）。近几年来美国有from May through
 October的说法，意思是“从5月初到10月底”。


front 1．
 in front of作“在…的前面”解。例如：There is a hill in front of
 the house. in the
 front of作“在…的前部”解。例如：An artist's family live in the front of
 the house. 可以说The boy is sitting in front of
 the girl，不可说The boy is sitting in the front of
 the girl。也不可说The boy is sitting in the girl's front
 。


at the
 front of作“在…的前面近处”或“在…的前端”解。例如：There is a big tree at the
 front of the house. 和There are two doors at the
 front of the house.


2．
 front作“（战场）前线”解时前面用on或at都可以，但production front（生产战线），cultural front（文化战线）等前面习惯用on。


frost 1．
 注意下面两句里的frost意思不同：

There is frost on
 the ground. （地上有霜。）

There is frost in
 the ground. （地下冰冻着。）


2．
 ...degrees of frost作“冰点以下若干度”解， 冰点在华氏（Fahrenheit）寒暑表32度，所以ten degrees of frost指“华氏22度”。


fruit 1．
 单数形式fruit往往统指水果或某树上所生的水果，如Do you like fruit
 ? 和Some trees have lost all their fruit
 in the storm。much
 fruit是“许多水果”，many
 fruits
 是“许多种水果”。


2．
 fruits
 of victory（胜利果实），fruits
 of labour（劳动果实）等表达方式里习惯用复数形式。


fuel
 fuel统指“燃料”。说“一种燃料”通常说a kind（或form）of fuel，说“多种燃料”通常说kinds
 （或forms
 ）of fuel。a
 fuel和fuels
 通常指工业、军事等用的各种燃料。


-ful
 -ful加在名词后面形成名词，有“满”的意思。armful（一抱），bagful（满袋），boxful（满盒），cupful（满杯），glassful（满玻璃杯），handful（满把），mouthful（满口），spoonful（满匙）等词的复数形式是armfuls
 ，bagfuls
 等，如two armfuls of wood（两抱柴）和three bagfuls of flour（三满袋面粉）。


full 1．
 full后面接of，如The bottle is full of
 water和The river is full of
 fish。注意不可说Water is full in the bottle和Fish are full in the river。


2．
 full of后面只接指容在里面的东西的词，不接指在外面的东西的词，如可以说His head is full of strange ideas
 ，不可说His head is full of black hair
 ，该把full of改作covered with。参见fill2



3．
 The tram is full to bursting里的to是介词，所以后面接动名词bursting，不接burst。


fume
 复数形式fumes
 有时指“臭气”。


fun 1．
 fun是抽象名词，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。


2．
 make fun of
 （开玩笑）不可改作make fun with
 或make fun to
 。


function
 function往往指正式的社交集会，前面用at。例如：He first met her at
 a social function.


funer(e)al 1．
 funere
 al只用作形容词，不可用作名词。funeral原来是形容词，但现在也用作名词。funere
 al作“悲惨得像丧葬般的”解，如funere
 al expression和funere
 al voice。funeral（形容词）作“关于丧葬的”解，如funeral procession（送葬队伍）和funeral rites（葬仪）。


2．
 funeral通常指“葬礼”。有时也指“丧礼”（主要在美国）。例如：A funeral was held at her home on Monday afternoon, and she was buried the next morning.


3．
 funeral home（殡仪馆）或funeral parlor是美国英语。funeral director（丧葬承办人）也是美国英语，相当于英国的undertaker。注意在英国没有相当于美国英语funeral home或funeral parlor的名称，只用undertaker(s)，只指人而不说“馆”。上述各名称都着重在办“葬”，跟我国的“殡仪馆”略有不同。


furlough
 on furlough和on a
 furlough都可以说。


furnish
 furnish（供给）原来不可有双宾语，如原来可以说We furnish them with
 food和We furnish food to
 them（第一句比第二句普通），但不可说We furnish them food。但近年来furnish后面接双宾语很普通，如They will furnish you the necessary materials和The essay has furnished us food for thought。


furnishings
 furnishings
 （家具，复数形式）主要用在美国。它比furniture所指的广些，例如电灯、椅套、窗帘、茶壶等东西都可以包括在furnishings里。


furniture
 furniture统指“家具”，不指“一件家具”，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。“一件家具”该说a piece
 of furniture, an article
 of furniture或a bit
 of furniture。“多件家具”该说pieces
 （或articles
 ，或bits
 ）of furniture。a stick
 of furniture和sticks
 of furniture指简单的家具。“一套家具”该说a set
 of furniture或a suite
 of furniture。


further
 参见farther



future 1．
 in future, in the
 future和for the
 future三种表达方式都可以说，但不可说for future。in future和for the future通常指全部的将来。in the future通常指将来的某一时期。for the future往往含有“跟以前不同”的意思。


2．
 in future和in the
 future都可以说，但in the
 near future, in the
 distant future等里必须有the。


3．
 future life有时是“死后的生存”，有时是“将来”。例如：We do not believe there is such a thing as a future life（死后的生存）. 和I do not think my future life（将来）will be much concerned with him.




G




gain
 gain（取得）有时有双宾语，例如：Her talent and hard work gained her success as an artist.


gainsay
 gainsay（否认）现在通常和否定词用在一起，如There is no
 gainsaying it（不能否认这句话）和That cannot
 be gainsaid（那是不能否认的）。


gait
 gait在英国只指“步态”，在美国有时也指“走的速度”。例如：I wish you would walk at a slower gait.


gallop
 at a
 gallop（飞跑）和at full gallop两种表达方式意思相同，注意用了full便没有a。有时用full gallop，没有at。


game 1．
 说足球等的比赛在英国通常用match，但在美国通常用game。


2．
 the football game是“这次足球比赛”，并不统指“踢足球”，可以说They played the football game yesterday afternoon，不可说They play the football game every afternoon。第二句里的the和game都该去掉，即使第一句里的the和game也最好去掉。


3．
 game指猎物前面不可加a，也没有复数形式，如The lion is big game里没有a, Lions and tigers are big game里不用games
 。I was fair game for the older children's teasing里也没有a。My brother and I were fair game for the older children's teasing里也不用games
 。


gang(ster)
 gang在美国往往指在一起玩的一群人，有时也用作动词，作“在一起玩”解，如These boys form a little gang
 和This boy seldom gangs
 with his fellows。但gangster只指“一群暴徒里的一个”。


gaol(er) 1．
 在英国gaol(er）和jail(er）都普通。在公文里通常用gaol(er)，在美国jail(er)比gaol(er)普通。


2．
 He is in gaol是“他被关在监狱里”。He is in the
 gaol是“他在监狱里（工作，参观等）”。


garden 1．
 在英国有时用复数形式来指一个公园，例如英国著名的Kensington Gardens
 （前面没有the）。有时竟可说a
 botanical gardens
 （植物园）或a
 zoological gardens
 （动物园）。


2．
 garden有时用作物质名词，如his plot of garden（他的一块园地）和an acre of garden（一英亩园地）。


garret
 参见attic



gas
 gas用作“汽油”解是美国英语，等于gasoline。


gasolene
 （或gasoline
 ）gasolene用作“汽油”解是美国英语，相当于英国的petrol。


gate
 gate指城墙或围墙的门或门口，不指房子的门或门口，房子的门或门口是door，不是gate。如城墙的“东门”、“西门”等表达方式里的“门”是gate。又如一所房子四周有围墙或篱笆，围墙或篱笆的门或门口是gate，那房子的门或门口是door。


gather 1．
 gather后面接that引导的从句，作“推想…”解。例如：I gather from his letter that
 he is very happy now.


2．
 gather（搜集）后面偶尔接双宾语。例如：They gathered him all the dry sticks they could find.


gender
 gender（性）是语法名词，不作“男女性别的性”解。把of the masculine gender和of the feminine gender用作of the male sex和of the female sex解是戏谑的说法，该避免。


general
 关于general knowledge，参见common 2



generally
 generally往往用在属于复数形式的名词的后面。例如：I am interested in new books generally
 . 这样用法的generally在语法上虽然是副词，在意思上却有形容词的性质，new books generally=most new books。


Geneva
 Geneva spirit（日内瓦精神）前面有the。


genius 1．
 genius（天才）指天生的高度的智力，不指一般的聪明，如学校里的“高材生”不可算作有genius.


2．
 genius在用作“有天才者”解的时候，它的复数形式是geniuses，在用作“鬼”或“仙”解的时候，它的复数形式是genii。


3．
 genius在用作“天才”解的时候，后面接for，在用作“有天才者”解的时候，后面接in。例如：He has
 a genius for
 poetry. 和He is
 a genius in
 poetry.


4．
 He is no genius的意思是“他是呆子。”不指“他不是有天才者”。


genteel
 genteel原来作“有礼的”、“文雅的”、“高尚的”等解。现通常用作反语，含有“矫揉造作的”或“摆出绅士派头的”的意思。


gentleman 1．
 写信给两个或两个以上的陌生男子（如写信给委员会、董事会或公共团体）可以把复数形式gentleme
 n用作称呼语。注意：1．决不可用单数形式gentlema
 n。2．前面决不可加上Dear或Messrs。3．写信给公司现在通常用Dear Sirs，不用gentlemen。


2．
 gentleme
 n friends
 , gentleme
 n students
 , gentleme
 n painters
 等表达方式用gentleme
 n比用gentlema
 n普通。


3．
 ladies and gentlemen不可改作gentlemen and ladies。这并不意味着英国人尊重女性（lords and ladies不可改作ladies and lords），却因为在英国封建社会里lord和lady原来比gentleman和gentlewoman高一级，后来把lady借用指任何“上等女子”，把gentleman借用指任何“上等男子”，在兼称男女的时候仍旧把“高一级”的ladies用在gentlemen的前面。a gentleman and a lady的次序又不同，通常不说a lady and a gentleman。


4．
 gentlema
 n's agreement（君子协定）和gentleme
 n's agreement都可以说，这语有时指“不很正当的协定”。


gentlemanlike
 gentlemanlike现在不及gentlemanly普通。


gentlewoman
 gentlewoman不及lady普通。


geographic(al)
 geographical（地理的、地理学的）比geographic普通。相当于这两种形式的副词是geographically。


geometric(al)
 geometrical（几何学的）比geometric普通。相当于这两种形式的副词是geometrically。


German
 German（德国人）的复数形式是Germans
 ，不是Germen。


get 1．
 get的过去分词gotten除了在ill-gotten等词语以外现在只用在美国，在英国只用got。


2．
 get him（或you等）...和get...for him（或you等）意思相同。例如：I asked him to get me tea (=get tea for me).


3．
 get后面接宾语和不定式作“劝服而使…”解。例如：I will get him to teach
 me. 这用法多用在英国，在美国通常不用get而用have，那不定式没有to，如I will have him teach
 me。


4．
 get后面接不定式或现在分词都作“最后做到…”解，如I soon got to know
 him very well和We soon got talking
 together。用不定式比用现在分词普通。I am sorry I did not get to see
 you when you were in town last week里的did not get to see you是“（原来想见你而）不曾见到你”。

比较下面三句：

We soon got to talk
 together.

We soon got talking
 together.

We soon got to talking
 together.

第三句有“进入谈话阶段”的意思。


5．
 比较下面四句：

I must get my hair cut today.

I must take care not to get my hair cut too short.

I am preparing an important report, and must get it done this afternoon.

I am preparing an important report, and I must take care not to get it done carelessly.

第一句和第二句里那做cut的行为的并不是I，第三句和第四句里那做do(ne)的行为的就是I。第一句和第三句里的get作“使得”解，是有意志的，第二句和第四句里的get是没有意志的。


6．
 假使把下面各句里的got省去，全句的意思不变：

I have got
 a new cap. I have got
 a cold.

I have got
 to do it. It has got
 to be done.

这样用法的have got多少有些口语性质，下面几点该注意：

（1）即使在美国也用have got
 而不用have gotten
 。

（2）不用在助动词后面，如不可说I may have got
 to do it，该把got删去。比较下面每组里的两句：




（3）have got在语法上属于完成时态，所以不可说have had got或had had got，该把got省去。

（4）在have a bath, have a chat, have a dance, have a look, have a smoke, have a swim, have a wash等表达方式里不可在have后面加上got。

（5）had got
 to...（不定式）很不普通，如通常不说I had got
 to do it，最好把got删去。had got to...（不定式）用在疑问句里更不普通，如通常不说Had you got
 to do it? 最好把got删去或把全句改作Did you have to do it?

（6）I have got a new cap和I have got to do it等句子里的have是助动词，got是过去分词，但在口语里有时把have省去而只用got。


gift 1．
 gift不一定是“礼物”，如birthday gift是生日礼物，Christmas gift是圣诞节礼物。但在某人需要某物的时候把某物送给他（例如一件旧衣服或一本旧书）也是给一个gift，却不是送“礼”。又如把几张古画捐给博物馆，也是给一个gift，却不是送“礼”。gift跟give有关系，着重在“给”的意思。present是“礼物”。


2．
 把东西送给他人，最好不用gift或present，却把那东西的名称说出，如可以说Please accept this little book和I am sending you a basket of peaches。


3．
 I would not have it at
 a gift（即使白送我也不要它）里的at改作as也可以。at a gift里的gift指“给”，as a gift里的gift指“给的东西”，但两句的意思相同。


4．
 gift在指“天赋的才能”的时候，后面接of或for和名词，或for或of和动名词，如a（或the，或his，her等）gift of
 （或for
 ）wit和a（或the，或his，her等）gift for
 （或of
 ）writing witty verse。


girl
 young girl往往指二十来岁的女子。


give 1．
 注意下列各句的结构：

I shall give you a book. I shall give a book to
 you.

You will be given a book. A book will be given you.

A book will be given to
 you.

把it代a book也通。I shall give you it远不及I shall give it to you
 普通。在英国往往说give it you, give it me, give it him等，在美国通常说give it to
 you等。


2．
 give(n)在用作devote(d)或addict(ed)解的时候后面接to和名词或动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He gives his life to
 (serving
 ) the cause
 of world peace和He is much given to exaggeration
 （或exaggerating
 ）。不可说He gives his life to serve
 the cause of world peace或He is much given to exaggerate
 。


3．
 give of
 作“给出…的一部分”解，如He gave of
 his best和She is generous in giving of
 her time to help her neighbours。


4．
 They put up at the village and gave (it
 ) out that
 they had come on a fishing holiday里的gave out作“向人家说”解，往往有“所说不一定可靠”的含意，那it可以省去。


5．
 Give up
 smoking at once! 和Give over
 smoking at once! 都是“立刻戒烟！”


glad 1．
 glad用作delighted或pleased解，是表语形容词，如可以说The man is glad，但不可说He is a glad man。


2．
 glad后面可以接of、不定式或以that引导的从句（that往往省去），如I am glad of
 your success, I am glad to hear
 of your success和I am glad (that
 ) you have succeeded。


3．
 说未来的事，该说I（或We）shall
 （或should
 ）be
 glad，不可说I am
 （或We are
 ）glad。如可以说I shall（或should
 ）be
 glad to see you tomorrow，不可说I am
 glad to see you tomorrow。


4．
 依照传统的“标准“英语，该说I（或We）shall
 （或should
 ）be glad...不该说I（或We）will
 （或would
 ）be glad...但在美国通常用will（或would）而不用shall（或should）。


5．
 glad后面有时接for和宾语和不定式。例如：I shall be glad for you to come
 .


6．
 可以说I am
 glad to say that I have finished the work，不可说It is
 glad to say that I have finished the work。也不可说Glad to say, I have finished the work。


7．
 不可说How glad it is! 该说What a blessing!


gladly
 用了gladly习惯用I（或We）will
 （或would
 ），不用I（或We）shall
 （或should
 ），参见glad 4
 。比较I shall
 be glad to do so和I will
 gladly do so。


glamo(u)r(ous) 1．
 不论在英国或美国，名词用glamour（魔力）比用glamor普通，形容词用glamorous比用glamourous普通。


2．
 glamorous很少用，通常把glamour借用作定语形容词，如glamour boy和glamour girl。在表语用法里当然不可把glamour用作形容词，通常用名词而不用形容词。例如：All these girls possess glamour.


glance 1．
 at first glance（最初看到的时候，乍一看）里习惯没有the。偶尔用a。


2．
 glance指一“看”的那动作，glimpse指glance的结果。give（或take）a glance at的结果便是get（或catch）a glimpse of（瞥见）。


glass 1．
 a glass for
 beer是“一只装啤酒的玻璃杯”，a glass of
 beer是“一玻璃杯啤酒”。


2．
 英美人习惯用玻璃杯喝水，用瓷杯喝茶，所以习惯说a glass of water和a cup of tea，不说a glass of tea或a cup of water。英国16世纪作家兼政治家Sir Philip Sidney在战场上受伤将死的时候把一杯水让给另一个受伤的人，说Thy need is greater than mine。这故事里说a cup of water，不说a glass of water，那是因为当时用于盛水的是cup，不是glass。


glassful
 参见-ful



glimpse
 参见glance 2



go 1．
 go和come有时可以通用。参见come 1



2．
 go的过去分词gone有时被用作形容词，作“已去的”解，如He is gone. is
 gone着重在“已去”的状态，has
 gone便着重在“去”的动作。

He looks like a man suddenly gone
 mad里的gone也是用作形容词。


3．
 have gone是“已经去而不在这里”的意思，说“已经去（而又来了）”不可说have gone，所以下面各句都不对：

He has gone often recently.

He has gone twice this week.

He has gone only once.

该把各句里的gone改作been away。假使指定到那里去，那末该说He has been at Shanghai
 often recently和He has been there
 twice this week等。

have gone既然是“已经去而不在这里”的意思，所以不可说I have gone。这句作“我已经去而不在这里”解，明明在这里才说话或写字，怎能说“不在这里”呢？但I had
 gone是可以说的，因为在过去的某时“我”是可能“不在这里”的。又When
 I have gone也是可以说的，因为这个从句指将来，不指现在，在将来的某时“我”是可能“不在这里”的。

比较下面两句：

He has gone
 to Beijing. （他已经到北京去了。［也许已经到达，也许尚在路上］）

He has been
 to Beijing. （他近来去过北京。［已经回来了］）


4．
 He has gone
 for five days是“他已经去了，预备过五天回来”。不是“他已经去了五天”。He has been going
 for five days是“他已经有五天要去而未去了”。实际不曾去。说“他已经去了五天”该说He has been gone
 for five days或He has been away
 for five days。It is five days since he went和He went five days ago都没有“他还未回来”的含意。


5．
 go往往用现在时态或现在进行时态指将来，如I go
 to Beijing next Friday和I am going
 to Beijing next Friday，作I shall go
 to Beijing next Friday解。


6．
 go on后面接不定式和接现在分词意思不同，如go on to read
 lesson ten是“（读完了第九课）接着读第十课”，go on reading
 lesson ten是“继续读第十课”。go on后面接不定式指一个时刻（a point of time）的动作。例如：At half past three I went on to read
 lesson ten. go on后面接现在分词指一段时间（a period of time）的动作。例如：For half an hour I went on reading
 lesson ten.

go on with指一个时刻或一段时间的动作都可以。例如：After a little pause he went on with his speech. 和He went on with his speech for half an hour.


7．
 注意下面第一句里用to read，第二句里用to reading：


Having read
 lesson nine I went on to read
 lesson ten.


From reading
 lesson nine I went on to reading
 lesson ten.

from...to...里的to是介词。


8．
 He began to go all sorts of places（他开始到各处去玩）里的go用作及物动词。注意后面是places，假使把places改作schools, theatres等任何其他词，go后面必须加上to。


9．
 在口语里用作祈使语气或不定式的go后面的不定式有时没有to，如Go ask her和I'll go see my brother。


10．
 请别人先走时习惯上不说Go first，该说After you。


11．
 习惯上不说Let me go away for a minute，该说Excuse me a minute。


12．
 It is going to be fine tomorrow里的is going to...表示或然性。I am going to learn English里的am going to...表示意向。


Gobi
 Gobi（戈壁）前面有the。


god 1．
 说“上帝”该用God，以大写字母开首，前面没有the，the
 gods指“众神”。


2．
 God knows直译作“上帝知道”，有时含有“我不知道”的意思，有时含有“我说这样，可誓天日”的意思。


gold(en)
 说“金质的”现在用gold，不用golden。如gold coin, gold ornament, gold watch等表达方式里用gold，不用golden。golden作“金色的”或“宝贵的”解，如golden hair, golden sunset, golden hours, golden opportu-nity等。


gone
 参见go



good 1．
 the good ship...和the good town of...里的good是惯用的词，可以说是没有意思的。


2．
 He is good to
 her是“他对她和善”。He is good for
 her是“他有益于她”。This food is good for
 children和A walk will be good for
 you等句子里的for不可改作to。

下面两句意思相同：

If you have a cold, this medicine will be good for you
 .

If you have a cold, this medicine will be good for it
 .


3．
 He is not
 good at the game里的good是形容词，作“擅长的”解，He is no
 good at the game里的good是名词，作“益处”或“用处”解，no good作“没有用的”解。下面两句意思相同，但语法不同：

He is not very
 good（形容词）at the game.

He is not much
 good（名词）at the game.


4．
 可以说It's
 no good trying again和It
 isn't much good trying again。也可以说There's
 no good in
 trying again和There
 isn't much good in
 trying again。说There's
 no good trying again和There
 isn't much good trying again是英美人常有的错误。


5．
 He is no good at the game和It's no good trying again以及It isn't much good trying again等句子里不可在no good和much good前面加上of。That's little good和That's scarcely any good以及What good is that? 等句子里也不可加上of。


6．
 It is most good
 of you to come（你的来到证明你的好意）里的most good不可改作best。He looks more good
 than you是“他比你好看”。He looks better
 than you是“他看来身体比你好”。


7．
 “好”是good，“坏“是“bad”，“不好不坏”是indifferent，可以说good, bad, and indifferent。


8．
 We work for the
 common good和He devotes himself to the
 public good里的the不可省去。


9．
 good用作“益处”解通常是抽象名词，但偶尔也用a
 good（一个益处）和goods
 （多个益处）。


10．
 for good跟for ever不很相同，如不可说I shall love my work for good或We shall live together for good，该把for good改作for ever。for good有“一…不再恢复”的意思，它所修饰的动词是表示一时的动作的。例如：

Philip left
 the country for good.

Philip will soon retire
 for good.

We are striving to end
 war for good.


11．
 good morning里的good有时省去，但good afternoon, good evening和good night里的good不可省去。


12．
 good是形容词，但as good as是状语短语，作“几乎”解。例如：He as good as
 said so. （他虽然不曾这样说，但可以算得这样说了。）


good-by(e) 1．
 在英国通常用good-bye，在美国通常用good-by。


2．
 good-by(e)里的good跟good morning, good afternoon等表达方式里的good不同，good-by(e)原来是God be with ye的简写形式，直译作“愿上帝跟你在一起。”就是说“愿（我们分别以后）上帝保佑你。”God成为good是因为受了good morning等表达方式的影响。


3．
 good-bye通常译作“再会”，其实往往有“永不再会”的意思。例如：Good-bye to poverty! （贫困一去不再来了！）


goodness
 goodness knows和God knows相同。参见god 2



goods
 在goods作“货物”解的时候该说many
 goods和these
 goods，不该说much
 goods和this
 goods。在goods作“布”或“织物”解的时候，this
 goods和these
 goods都可以说。


got(ten)
 参见get 1



government 1．
 在英国government（政府）前面往往没有the。例如：Government will consider these things.


2．
 government当作单数和复数都可以。例如：The government has
 （或have
 ）already made its
 （或their
 ）decision. 当作复数主要是英国用法。


3．
 在英国往往在Government前面加上首相的姓，前面有the，如the Blair Government。


grade
 grade用作学校里的“年级”解是美国英语，相当于英国的form（中学）和standard（小学）。用作动词作“给…评分”解也是美国英语，相当于英国的mark。


graduate 1．
 graduate在英国指取得学位的大学毕业生，在美国指任何学校的毕业生。graduation也有这区别。


2．
 graduate在英国指“在大学毕业，取得学位”，是不及物动词。例如：I graduated
 last year。在美国指“使…在（任何）学校毕业”，用作及物动词。例如：I was graduated
 last year。

在指学校的词的前面，在英国用at比用from普通，在美国用from比用at普通，如在英国通常说I graduated at
 the university last year。在美国通常说I was graduated from
 the university last year。


3．
 说“某科毕业生”或“在某科毕业”在指某科的词的前面用in，如He is a graduate in
 law和He has (been) graduated in
 law。graduate student后面也接in。例如：He is a graduate student in
 law.


4．
 graduate（动词）或be graduated后面可以接表示学位的词。例如：He (was) graduated M. A. （文科硕士）in 1934.


5．
 graduate是一时的动作，所以不可说He has graduated for two years，该改作He graduated two years ago或It is two years since he graduated。


6．
 下面两句是美国用法，不算正当。该在college和Harvard前面加上at或from：

Thomas (was) graduated college last year.

Thomas (was) graduated Harvard University last year.


graduation
 参见graduate 1



grain
 grain统指“谷类”，grains
 指“各种谷类”，如The ship carries a cargo of grain和China grows most of the grains
 that the world knows。


grammar 1．
 Chinese grammar, English grammar, historical grammar, comparative grammar等表达方式里都没有the。


2．
 a
 grammar是“一本语法书”或“一种语法”（如英语语法）。grammars
 是“多本语法书”或“多种语法”（如英语语法和俄语语法）。


3．
 bad grammar和not grammar都指“不通的文理”，如'I are' is bad grammar和'More better' is not grammar。


grammarian
 English grammarian可能是“英国语法家”，可能是“英语语法家”，grammarian of English是“英语语法家”。


grammatic(al)
 grammatical比grammatic普通。相当于这两种形式的副词是grammatically。


gramophone
 gramophone在英国比phonograph普通。当Edison发明留声机的时候，叫做phonograph。gramophone是后造的。


grant 1．
 grant可以有双宾语。例如：I shall grant him his request. 和We have been granted a holiday.


2．
 下面两句意思相同：


Granted
 that he said so, he may not keep his promise.


Granting
 that he said so, he may not keep his promise.

第一句里的Granted that...等于It being granted that...，第二句里的Granting是现在分词，习惯上不必修饰一定的某词。


3．
 take for granted（假定、把…看作当然）是习语，granted的前面可以看作省去了being，但决不可加入being。例如：to take nothing for granted（1．不把什么事物看作是当然的。2．不把任何事物看作没有问题。）


4．
 I take it
 for granted that they have arrived there already里的it用的多，不用的少。


grasp
 grasp（了解）后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：He wondered whether his friends grasped that
 he had done his best.


grass
 grass统指“草”，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。a
 grass是“一种草”，grasses
 是“多种草”。


grassland
 grassland有时指“大草原”，有时指“供家畜用的草地”，不指花园里或住宅旁边的“草地”（lawn）。


grateful 1．
 grateful后面可以接表示原因的不定式。 例如：He was grateful to have
 someone to talk to.


2．
 grateful后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He was grateful that
 he had someone to talk to.


gratitude
 gratitude后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：He felt no bitterness, only gratitude that
 she had come back.


grave
 grave（坟）着重在“穴”，tomb着重在隆起的坟头。


gray
 在英国grey比gray普通，在美国gray比grey普通。


great
 参见big



Grecian
 Grecian（希腊的）现在很不普通，通常用Greek。


Greenwich
 Greenwich Time（或time）前面没有the。


grey
 参见gray



gridiron
 gridiron用作“足球场”（football field）解是美国英语。


grievous
 grievous作“使人悲伤的”、“使人痛苦的”等解，不作“感觉悲伤的”、“表示痛苦的”等解，可以说a grievous loss和a grievous wound，不可说a grievous man和a gricvous face。


grind
 grind在英国有时用作“用功研究”解。例如：He is busy grinding for the examination. 在美国往往用作“用功研究（而不运动、不交际）的学生”解。


groom
 groom用作“新郎”解现在在英国不普通，但在美国很普通。


ground 1．
 “一块地”不可说a
 ground，该说a piece
 of ground。复数形式不指“多块地”，却指“一块围地”，通常在屋的四周，有草地、矮树丛等，如school grounds
 和temple grounds
 。grounds
 前面用in，不用on。


2．
 on the ground that...和on the grounds
 that...相同，都作“以…为理由”解。例如：He was severely criticized on the ground
 (s
 ) that
 he did not work hard. on the ground of（以…为理由）里不可用复数形式。on...grounds
 （以…的理由）里不可用单数形式ground，如该说on public grounds
 和on humanitarian grounds
 。


grow(n) 1．
 grow往往作“渐渐成为”解，如He grows old quickly和The weather is growing cold。把old和cold改作older和colder也可以，但不及用原级普通。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

He has grown (up) a handsome young man.

He has grown (up) into
 a handsome young man.

He has grown up to be
 a handsome young man.

把各句里的has改作is也可以，但现在不普通。


3．
 不及物动词grow的过去分词grown有时被用作形容词，作“已长成的”解，如She is now quite a grown
 girl和He is going to live with his daughter, now grown
 and the mother of a family。It is a town grown
 prosperous and beautiful里的grown也用作形容词。


grudge
 grudge往往有双宾语。例如：You should not grudge him his prize.


grumble
 grumble（动词）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：The old man grumbled that
 he could not walk without a stick.


guarantee 1．
 guarantee比guaranty普通。用作名词，guarantee通常指所作的“保证”或“接受保证的人”，guaranty指“作保”那行为或事实，有时也指所作的“保证”。说“保证人”通常用guarantor，不用guarantee或guaranty。


2．
 下面两句意思不同：

I guarantee that he will
 pay on 20 August.

I guarantee that he shall
 pay on 20 August.

第一句是“我确信他将在8月20日付款”。第二句是“我担保他在8月20日付款”。（有“假使他不付，我负责代付”的意思。）


3．
 guarantee有时有双宾语。例如：This guarantees you the right to use the typewriter.


guarantor
 参见guarantee 1



guaranty
 参见guarantee 1



guess 1．
 I guess是美国英语，作“我想”或“我以为”解，用来使语气婉转些，如I guess
 he cannot do it比He cannot do it婉转。


2．
 guess有时作“猜”解，不一定猜着，后面加上了at便含有“猜猜看”的意思，如I cannot even guess
 (at
 ) his age和I can only guess
 (at
 ) the height of the pagoda。但guess用在answer, riddle, thought等词的前面作“猜着”解。例如：She guessed the right answer at once. He failed to guess the riddle. 和I am sure I can guess your thoughts.


guide
 参见guide(-)book



guide(-)book
 “导游手册”或“旅行指南”用guide和guide(-)book都可以，但用guide(-)book普通些。说“指南”通常用guide，极少用guide(-)book。两个单词的后面都接to，如a guide to
 English composition和a guide(-)book to
 Shanghai。


guilt
 guilt（犯罪）现在是抽象名词，指“有罪性”或“有罪状态”，不指一件一件的罪，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。


guilty 1．
 guilty是形容词，后面接of，如guilty of
 theft（犯偷窃罪）和guilty of
 a grammatical blunder（犯语法上的错误）。


2．
 guilty后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：Bob felt guilty that
 he had not made an attempt to save her.


gun(man)
 gun在英国指各种枪炮，但不指手枪。在美国却往往指手枪，gunman是“携带手枪的歹徒”。




H




haberdasher(y)
 haberdashery在英国指线、针等“缝纫用品”，在美国往往指男子的帽子、衣领、内衣等等“服饰用品”。haberdasher则指经营haberdashery的商人。


habit
 habit后面接of和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说his（或the，或a）habit of reading
 aloud，不可说his（或the，或a）habit to read
 aloud。


had
 had I seen him yesterday（=if I had seen him yesterday）和had he come earlier（=if he had come earlier）等在美国比在英国少用。


Hague
 Hague（海牙，荷兰城市）前面有以大写字母开首的The，写作The Hague，很少写作t
 he Hague。


hair
 hair统指“头发（或毛）”，不论说一个人或几个人的头发都该用hair，不该用复数形式。a
 hair指“一根头发”或“一根毛”，hairs
 指“多根头发”或“多根毛”。the hairs
 of my hair作“我的许多根头发”解，这语不普通。但grey hairs
 （老年、老年人们）里的hairs
 不可改作hair。hair和beard性质不同。一个人有一个beard，两个人有两个beards
 ，如This old man has a
 long beard和These old men have long beards
 。但不论说一个人或几个人的头发都用hair，如This old man has white hair和These old men have white hair。This old man has a
 white hair是“这个老人有一根白发”。These old men have white hairs
 是“这些老人有白发”。


half 1．
 关于half a...和a half...，参见a, an 33



2．
 one and a half feet
 和a foot and a half都可以说。


3．
 one and a half后面习惯接属于复数形式的名词和属于单数形式的动词。例如：One and a half apples
 is left on the table.


4．
 half of后面的名词或代词假使是单数形式，那动词也该是单数形式，名词或代词假使是复数形式，那动词也该是复数形式，如Half of it is
 good和Half of them are
 good。就理论讲，假使那个属于复数形式的名词或代词指两个东西，那动词该是单数形式。但未见过实例。在这种场合便不用half而用one了。


5．
 half (of
 ) my time和half (of
 ) the people里的of可有可无。half (of
 ) what I have里的of用的多，不用的少。half (of
 ) a mile, half (of
 ) a cup等表达方式里的of通常不用。


6．
 half是“半”，但用作副词有两个不同的含意：“只有一半”或“竟有一半”，比较下面各句：

The glass is half
 full of water. （一半）

She spoke half
 aloud. （只有一半，不够）

I am half
 inclined to agree. （竟有一半，相当）

The bady is half
 asleep. （竟有一半，几乎）

It would half
 kill him not to see you again. （竟有一半，几乎）

not half也有两个不同的含意：“不到一半”或“不止一半”。

比较下面各句：

I don't half
 like it. （不到一半，一半也不到，极不）

That's not half
 bad. （不到一半，一半也不到，极不）

When I asked: 'Do you like chocolates?' he answered 'Oh, not half!'
 （不止一半，十分）


hall 1．
 英美人所说的hall通常指西式房子前门里面的那一间房间，那里通常有衣架、镜子等，也作entrance-hall，不指“厅堂”。在美国往往叫做hallway。


2．
 hall在美国有时也指大厦里的“走廊”（corridor），也作hallway。


3．
 hall指学校里的公共食堂是英国英语，dine in hall, go to hall等表达方式里在hall前面没有the，有时用H
 all。有时hall指在公共食堂里的一餐。例如：Hall is at seven.


hallway
 参见hall 1
 和2



halt
 halt用作及物动词作“使…停止”解现在只用在美国。


ham
 a
 ham是“一只火腿”，hams
 是“多只火腿”，ham是“火腿肉”。a ham有时指“一份（例如一盆）火腿”，hams
 有时指“多份（例如多盆）火腿”，但都不很普通。


hand 1．
 at hand, by hand, in hand, on hand, to hand, at my（或your等）hands
 , in my（或your等）hands
 和on（或upon）my（或your等）hands
 各种表达方式不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）at hand作“近”（指时间和空间都可以）或“在手头”解。例如：The holidays are at hand. The library is at hand. 和I have only a few reference books at hand.

（2）Your letter is at
 hand（接到）是美国商业信函里的用语，在一般通信里最好不用。在英国用Your letter is to
 hand。

（3）by hand作“用手”解，如made by hand是“手工做成的”（不是机器造的），delivered by hand是“亲手递送的”（不是邮寄的），written by hand是“手写的”（不是用打字机打的）。

（4）in hand作“在所有中的”、“在进行中的”或“在控制中的”解。例如：Jack has only a little money in hand. The work is now in hand. 和The situation is well in hand.

（5）on hand用作“在所有中的”或“亟待处理的”解，英美都用。例如：Jack has only a little money on hand. 和He has a task on hand. 用作“在场的”解是美国英语。例如：There was a foreigner on hand at the time of the accident.

（6）to hand作“（信）已被收到的”解，是商业信函里的用语。例如：Your letter is to hand.

（7）at my（或your等）hands
 作“受我（或你等）的动作的影响地”解。例如：She received something at his hands. at the hands
 of（某人）意思相同。例如：She received something at the hands of her brother.

（8）in my（或your等）hands
 作“受我（或你等）的管理、保存或控制的”解。例如：The child is in my hands. The documents are in your hands. 和She used to be entirely in his hands. in the hands
 of（某人）意思相同。例如：Christians believe that men are all in the hands of God. The documents are in the hands of his father. 和She was once entirely in the hands of the money-lenders.

（9）on（或upon）my（或your等）hands
 作“受我（或你等）照顾或处理的”解。例如：I have a family on（或upon）my hands. 和There is an important task on（或upon）his hands.


2．
 come to hand作“（信件等）被收到”解。例如：Your letter came to hand yesterday. 注意hand的前面没有the或my。这语多用在商业信函里。在一般通信里可以把came to hand改作came, arrived, came to me或reached me。


3．
 at first hand（直接地）和at second hand（间接地）两种表达方式里没有the。


4．
 hand往往有双宾语。例如：He handed me his book. 在商业信函里往往用作“寄”或“送”解。例如：I have pleasure in handing you the enclosed cheque. 在一般通信里该避免。


handful
 参见-ful



handshake
 handshake是类名词，不是抽象名词。


hang 1．
 除了作“把…绞死”解以外，hang的过去式和过去分词都是hung，不是hanged。在作“把…绞死”解的时候，有时也用hung而不是hanged。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

He pointed to a picture hanging
 in the corner.

He pointed to a picture hung
 in the corner.


happen
 下面三句意思相同：

I happened to be there when he arrived.

It happened that I was there when he arrived.

It so
 happened that I was there when he arrived.


happily
 下面两句意思不同：

Happily the mice escaped the cat. （老鼠幸而逃避了那只猫。）

The mice escaped the cat happily. （老鼠快乐地逃避那只猫。）


happiness 1．
 happiness的前面偶尔使用a。例如：It would be a
 happiness even to look at him.


2．
 happy in
 作“在…方面是幸福的”解，就是“有好的…的”的意思。例如：She is happy in
 her children.


happy 1．
 happy后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：He was happy that
 his suggestion had been accepted.


2．
 happy后面有时接表示原因的不定式。例如：He was happy to think
 that his suggestion had been accepted.


harbour 1．
 可以说Tom harbours evil
 thoughts，不可说He harbours good
 thoughts。该把harbours改作cherishes或entertains。harbour的宾语是grudge, ill feeling, malice, suspicion等。


2．
 in harbour（停在港里），into harbour（驶入港）和out of harbour（驶出港）里没有the。


hard 1．
 hard通常作“困难的”解。例如：This is a hard question (to answer). The question is hard to answer. 和It is hard to answer this question. 在hard of hearing（有些聋的）中作“艰难的”解，除了这一表达方式以外，这意思现在极不普通，该避免。如不该说I am hard to learn English，该改作I find English hard to learn或I find it hard to learn English。


2．
 注意This question is hard to answer
 和I find English hard to learn
 里用to answer和to learn，改用to be answered和to be learnt不是绝对不可能，但很少见，不算正当。


3．
 hard后面有时接of和表示动作的名词。例如：This food is hard of
 digestion.


4．
 hard通常不和impossible连用，如通常不说It is hard, if not impossible和I find it very hard, though not impossible。该把hard改作difficult。


5．
 a
 hard time指个人的“困难时期”，hard times
 指“不景气”。


hardly 1．
 hardly除了在跟其他以ly结尾的副词用在一起的场合以外，最好不用作“艰难地”解，如It is hardly
 and honestly earned里因为有honestly而用hardly，但It is hard
 earned里用hard比用hardly好。注意下面各句里都用hard，不用hardly：

He always tries hard
 . It froze hard
 .

Superstitions die hard
 . There is a well hard
 by.


2．
 注意下面各句里都用when：

I had hardly entered the room when
 he left it.

Hardly had I entered the room when
 he left it.

I was hardly shown into the room when
 he left it.

Hardly was I shown into the room when
 he left it.

不用when而用before也可以，但现在不很普通。不用when而用than，那是英美人常有的错误。注意假使把hardly用在主语的前面，便该把助动词也用在主语前，如用had I和was I，不用I had和I was。


harm
 It will not harm you不及It will do you no harm合乎习惯。


haste 1．
 haste用作动词现在很不普通，该用hasten。


2．
 in haste, in great haste和make haste各种表达方式里都没有a。三种表达方式后面都可以接不定式。例如：I am in haste to get this letter to you. I am in great haste to get this letter to you. 和I am making haste to get this letter to you. 可以说I am in such
 haste to get this letter to you that I shall leave it short。


hasten
 I（或We）hasten to...（不定式）是信函里的常用语。例如：I hasten to inform
 you of my sister's return from her trip.


hate 1．
 说“恨”把hate用作名词现在很不普通，该用hatred。但说“被恨的事物”该用hate，不可用hatred。例如：His chief hates
 are gambling and lying.


2．
 hate（动词）后面接不定式通常指一次的事，如I hate to disappoint
 you, but I'm afraid I can't help you in this matter。接动名词通常指经常的事，如I hate disappointing
 my friends。


3．
 hate后面有时接宾语和不定式。例如：She hates him to be
 laughed at. 有时接以that引导的从句，从句里用should。例如：She hates that
 he should
 be laughed at.


hateful
 hateful现在通常作“可恨的”解，不作“怀恨的”解。


hatred 1．
 参见hate



2．
 hatred是抽象名词，但前面往往有a。例如：He soon conceived a
 violent hatred of（或for）exploitation. 偶尔用复数形式，如sectarian hatreds
 。


have 1．
 have done it和have it done在语法结构上不同。have done it里的have是助动词，have done是完成时态，have it done里的have是使役动词，done是表语。have it done的完成时态式是have had it done。比较下面三句：

I have cut my hair. （我已经剪了头发。）

I have my hair cut every week. （我每星期使我的头发剪去。）

I have had my hair cut. （我已经使我的头发剪去。）

在第二和第三句的译文里我都用“使”字。其实不一定有“使”的意思，假使说“我每星期被人剪去头发。”也可以说I have my hair cut every week。大概看了全句可以看出是否有“使”的意思，如I have had my pen mended有“使”的意思，I have had my pen stolen没有“使”的意思。当然并没有绝对的标准，假使说“我已经‘故意’使我的笔被人偷去”也可以说I have had my pen stolen。

下面第一句和第二句有“使”的意思，第三句和第四句没有：

I should like to have my son taught English.

He had a tooth pulled out yesterday.

The house had one of the windows broken in the storm last week.

The boy is sorry to have had his dog struck by a neighbour.

在have it done这种结构里，过去分词的动作者通常不是have的主语，如I have had my pen mended和I have had my pen stolen里的“修笔者”和“偷笔者”都不是I。

但把have it done的结构用在祈使语气里，那过去分词的动作者往往就是have的主语，如Have this pen mended可能是“叫人把这枝笔修一下”，也可能是“自己把这枝笔修一下”。


2．
 have后面接宾语和没有to的不定式有时有“使”的意思，有时没有。例如：

I have him write
 to me every week. （我要他每星期写信给我。）

I shall have him write
 to me every week. （我将要他每星期写信给我。）

I will have him write
 to me every week. （我要使他每星期写信给我。）

第三句在美国比在英国流行，have him作“请他”或“吩咐他”解都可以。在英国说“请”通常用get，后面的不定式有to，如I will get
 him to write
 to me every week。说“吩咐”通常用make，后面的不定式没有to，如I will make
 him write
 to me every week。

是否有“使”的意思，并没有绝对的标准。“他弄死了她”也可以说He had her die。

下面第一句和第二句有“使”的意思，第三句和第四句没有：

I will have someone to translate the story for me.

I must have the boy clean out the drawers.

I had an extraordinary thing happen to me when I was a little boy.

We shall be sorry to have you leave us.

下面两句里的have作“允许”解：

I won't have him write to me every week.

I won't have you say such things.


3．
 比较下面三句：

We shall soon have a young man work
 with us. （我们不久将有一个青年跟我们一道工作。）

We shall soon have a young man to work
 with us. （我们不久将有一个跟我们一道工作的青年。）

We shall soon have a young man working
 with us. （我们不久将有一个青年继续跟我们一道工作。）

实际上这三句的意思可以算没有区别。

下面两句意思相同：

I would have you know
 that you must not make the mistake again.

I would have you to know
 that you must not make the mistake again.

下面两句里的现在分词不可改作不定式，因为都有“正在进行”的含意。

We shall soon have the mist rising
 .

In a few minutes he had us all laughing
 again.

下面每组里的两句意思相同，但第二句比第一句生动：





4．
 have往往用作“收到（信件）”或“已经收到（信件）”解，如I have had two letters from him recently和I have your letter。


5．
 I have something to say是“我有一些话要讲”。I have to say something是“我不得不讲一些话”。比较：

I had something to say, but I had no chance to say it.

I had to say something, but I could find nothing to say.

That is the only thing that I have to say可能有两个意思：“那是我能讲的唯一的话。”（that是have的宾语）或“那是我不得不讲的唯一的话。”（that是say的宾语）

但下面每组里的两句在意思上很少区别：





6．
 比较下面各句：

I should like to see him. （1．我将乐于见他。2．我很想见他。）

I should like to have seen him. （1．我将乐于曾经见他。2．我巴不得曾经见他［实际不曾见他］。）

I should have liked to see him. （1．我将曾经乐于见他。2．要是当时我见了他，当时我将感到快乐［可惜当时不曾见他］。）

I should have liked to have seen him. （1．我将曾经乐于曾经见他。2．要是在当时以前我曾经见他，我在当时将感到快乐［可惜当时以前我不曾见他］。）

英美人往往在该用第三种形式的场合误用第四种形式，有时在该用第三种形式的场合误用第二种形式。


7．
 下面各句都可以说：

He intended to come yesterday.

He had intended to come yesterday.

He intended to have come yesterday.

He had intended to have come yesterday.

第一句没有“他实际不曾来”的意思，第二句往往有这意思，第三句和第四句总有这意思，第四句不算正当。把intended改作hoped, expected, meant, feared等词也是这样。


8．
 下面三句里的have...都表示“实际不曾…”的意思：

We were to have met at five o'clock, but somehow I had to cancel the appointment at the last moment.

He was clever enough to have answered all the questions.

I was going to have knocked, when the door opened.


9．
 比较下面各句：

He seems（或appears）to be interested in our work. （他［现在］好像关心我们的工作。）

He seemed（或appeared）to be interested in our work. （他当时好像关心我们的工作。）

He seems（或appears）to have been interested in our work. （他［现在］好像曾经关心我们的工作。）

He seemed（或appeared）to have been interested in our work. （他当时好像在当时以前曾经关心我们的工作。）

英美人往往在该用第三种形式的场合误用第四种形式。


10．
 关于助动词do和have用在一起，参见do 9
 和10



hazy
 hazy有时作“不明了的”解。例如：I am hazy about the meaning of this word.


he
 he
 who（或that）...作“…者、…的人”解，如He who commences many things finishes but few（谚语）和He that desires honour is not worthy of honour（谚语）。现在远不及one
 who...普通。参见that 9
 (4)


head
 With bent head John made a full confession里的bent head前面通常没有a。


headache
 have a
 headache（头痛）里必须有a, suffer from (a
 ) headache（患头痛）里的a可有可无。a bit of headache（一点头痛）和a bit of a
 headache都可以说。liable to headache（容易发生头痛的）比liable to a
 headache普通。


headquarters 1．
 headquarters前面习惯没有the，如He is working at headquarters和They rushed to headquarters里的headquarters前面都没有the。


2．
 headquarters是复数形式，如可以说these
 headquarters。但有时被用作单数，如a
 headquarters和this
 police headquarters。Headquarters are
 in the city和Headquarters is
 in the city都可以说。


health 1．
 泛指“健康”时health前面用the和不用the都可以。例如：Fresh air is good for (the) health. public health前面习惯有the。


2．
 his state of health和the state of his health都可以说。


3．
 His health does not permit him to come和He is unable to come owing to his health里的health都指“不健康的状态”。Owing to age and health, he has to live in the country里的age and health是“年老而体弱”。


4．
 下面三句意思相同：

We drank the health of our mother.

We drank to
 the health of our mother.

We drank a
 health to
 our mother.


5．
 We drank (to) the health of our parents和We drank (to) the healths
 of our parents都可以说。


healthful
 healthful通常作“有益于健康的”解。例如：healthful food和healthful exercise。用作“健康的”解现在不普通，如healthful man和healthful body都不普通。


healthy 1．
 healthy通常作“健康的”解，如healthy man和healthy body。作“有益于健康的”解现在主要用在英国，如healthy food, healthy exercise, healthy climate和healthy town。


2．
 healthy不指一时的健康状态，如不可说I hope he is healthy
 today，该把healthy改作well。


heap
 heaps
 of...用在口语里作“许多的”解，那动词的数依照of后面的名词的数决定，如There is
 heaps of coal
 here和There are
 heaps of tractors
 here。注意heaps of time和heaps of times意思不同：

I have heaps of time
 . （我有充分的时间。）

I have seen him heaps of times
 . （我曾经看见他多次。）


hear(d) 1．
 hear的宾语后面的不定式没有to。例如：I often hear her sing
 . 但假使把hear改作被动语态，那不定式便该有to。例如：She is often heard to sing
 .


2．
 I often hear her sing
 跟I often hear her singing
 意思相仿。在有“故意听…”的意思的时候通常用不定式。例如：I should like to hear her sing. I heard her sing
 不论指“故意听”或“偶然听”都有“我听着她继续唱”的意思，I heard her singing
 有“她原来在唱，我偶然听到”的意思。


3．
 hear him是“听见他”，不论说听见他讲话、唱歌、读书、走路、敲门都可以。hear of
 him是“听说过有他那个人”，不必真正在耳朵里听到，即使在书报上看到也可以。可以说I have heard of the hero through the press（我曾经在报纸上读到这个英雄）。


4．
 下面两句意思不同：

I heard her singing in her room. （我听见她在她的房间里唱歌。）

I heard that she was singing in her room. （我听说她在她的房间里唱歌。）


5．
 I hear
 (that) he is in England和I have heard
 (that) he is in England里的hear和have heard都作“听说”解。


6．
 hear from作“接到…寄来的信”解，后面接指人或指地方的词都可以，如I hear from him every week和I have not heard from England for several months。Be sure to let me hear from you是“请你一定要让我接到你的信。”就是“请你一定要写信给我。”但在复信的开首提及接到对方的信，习惯不用hear from，如不说I have heard from you，该说I have received your letter等。

hear from...that
 （或how
 等）...不一定指“收到…的信”，如I have heard from your father that you are in Beijing和He soon heard from his sister how their parents were getting along里的heard from不一定指收到信，也可以指听人说。


7．
 I hear say that there will be an election soon和You have no doubt heard tell of the United Nations里的say和tell都是没有to的不定式，似乎只有say和tell可以这样用。


8．
 hear的宾语后面有时接过去分词。例如：I have often heard you spoken of as a model student.


9．
 说“听懂英语”不可说hear English，该说understand English when (it is) heard。几年前有些美国人主张造出aud表达“听懂”的意思，也主张用aural或auditory表达“被听到的”的意思：如aud English, aural English和auditory English。把aural跟auditory比较起来，aural顺口些，但有一个大缺点：它的发音跟oral一样。


heart 1．
 heart有时指“情感”，跟head（理智）对比，例如：This book appeals not to the heart
 but to the head. 和His head
 corrects his heart in the choice of friends.


2．
 With beating heart she rang the bell里的beating heart前面通常没有a。


3．
 lose heart作“失去勇气”解，lose my（或your等）heart（to...）作“爱上…”解。


4．
 I cannot find it
 in my heart to refuse him（我不忍拒绝他）里的it现在不可省去。


heaven 1．
 说“天空”用复数形式，前面有the，如a map of the
 heavens
 和the
 starry heavens
 。说“天堂”用单数形式，前面没有the。说“上帝”用单数形式，往往用大写字母开首，前面没有the。在for heaven's sake, in heaven's name等表达方式里用小写字母开首。


2．
 Heaven指“上帝”的时候有时用it代它，有时用he代它。


heavily
 The time hangs heavily
 on his hands（1．他度日如年。2．他百无聊赖。）里的heavily不及heavy普通。


hedge(row)
 hedge（树篱）和hedgerow（围篱）偶尔用作物质名词，如a patch of hedge和a long line of hedgerow。


heed
 give（或pay）heed to
 （留心、注意）里用to。take heed of
 里用of，也可以用to，但不普通。


height 1．
 above（或below，或of，或about）the
 middle（或medium）height里的the用的多，不用的少。


2．
 They are (of
 ) much the same height等句子里的of通常省去。


heir(ess) 1．
 heir后面接介词to，偶尔接of。例如：

Jack is heir to
 （或of
 ）his father.

Jack is heir to
 his father's property.

Jack is heir to
 his father's strength and his mother's grace.

We Chinese are heirs of
 honesty and industry.


2．
 heir是阳性形式，heiress是阴性形式，但事实上现在heiress通常指西方社会里的“已得到或将得到大宗遗产的女子”，尤其指这种作为男子求婚的对象的女子。除了这种意思以外，说女性的继承人往往不用heiress而用heir。例如：Their only heir
 was their daughter.


3．
 heir不可用来指“已得到或将得到大宗遗产的男子”。


hell
 hell（地狱）前面没有the。但what（或where, why等）the hell里的hell前面必须有the：

What the
 hell are you doing? （你究竟在做什么？）

Where the
 hell are you going? （你究竟到哪里去？）

Why the
 hell are you going? （你究竟为什么去？）


the
 hell加重前面的词的语气，是口语。


hello
 hello主要用在美国，hullo主要用在英国。


help 1．
 用作“帮助”解的时候，help后面接不定式或宾语和不定式，不可接动名词，如可以说This book will help to improve
 your English和This book will help you to improve
 your English。不可说This book will help improving
 your English。那不定式的to往往省去，如This book will help improve
 your English和This book will help you improve
 your English。这种省略在美国比在英国普通。但当helped用在被动语态的时候，后面的不定式的to不可省去。例如：You will be helped to
 improve your English.

不可说This book will help your improving
 your English，也不可说This book will help you improving
 your English，该改作This book will help you in
 improving your English。

照上面看来，下面两句都可以说：

This book will help to
 improve your English.

This book will help improve your English.

下面三句也都可以说：

This book will help you to
 improve your English.

This book will help you improve your English.

This book will help you in
 improving your English.

但下面两句里的to通常不省去：

This book will help to
 use（或write，或speak，或read）English.

This book will help you to
 use（或write，或speak，或read）English.

因为书只能improve，却不能use, write, speak或read。比较下面四句，第四句不很自然：

He helped me to
 plant trees.

He helped me plant trees.

His advice helped me to
 plant trees.

His advice helped me plant trees.


2．
 在用作“避免”解的时候，help后面接动名词，不可接不定式，如可以说I cannot help thinking
 so，不可说I cannot help to think
 so。


3．
 cannot help（不能避免、不得不）后面接动名词和cannot but后面接没有to的不定式意思相同，如I cannot help thinking
 so和I cannot but think
 so。第一种形式比第二种形式通俗。也有人在cannot help but后面接没有to的不定式。例如：I cannot help but think
 so. 主要用在美国。


4．
 照字面讲，下面两句都不对（两句都作“请尽量少说话”解）：

Don't talk more than you can help
 .

Talk as little as you can help
 .

照理该把第一句里的can改作cannot，把第二句里的help去掉。但事实上这两句都合乎习惯，而且第一句里用了cannot反而不自然。假使要兼顾习惯和理论，该把第一句里can help改作need或must，或者把more than you can help改作too much或unnecessarily。


5．
 help在美国往往指“佣工”，指一个或多个都有，往往看不出指一个或多个，如His help is a
 young ma
 n里的help指一个，All his help are
 young men里的help指多个，但His help left him last week里的help看不出指一个或多个。all his help和all his helps
 意思相同。有时用a
 help。

help这种用法原来是为了避免servant等单词。


6．
 with（或without）the
 help of
 others里用of，有the, with（或without）help from
 others里用from，没有the。


7．
 Will ¥ 50 be (of
 ) any help? 和I'm afraid the book will not be (of
 ) much help to you等句子里的of用的少，不用的多。


helpless 1．
 helpless通常作“不能自助的”或“弱的”解，如a helpless child。有时作“不受他人的帮助的”或“孤立无助的”解。例如：He was left alone and helpless。有时作“无能为力的”、“爱莫能助的”解。例如：He was drowning, and I was helpless.


2．
 helpless（无能为力的）后面有时接不定式。例如：He was helpless to do
 anything. （他对于干任何事都无能为力。）


3．
 不可说It is helpless，该说It cannot be helped或There is no help for it。


hence 1．
 hence（所以）后面接上名词就成了完整的句子，如Hence this book（所以有这本书）和Hence the advisability of trying again（所以再试一下是好的）。Hence后面偶尔加上逗号。


2．
 five years hence（五年以后），two months hence（两个月以后）等是比较正式的说法。不及five years from now
 , in
 two months等通俗。


henceforth 1．
 henceforth比henceforward普通，但除了在正式的文字里以外，现在也比较少用。


2．
 henceforth和thenceforth不同。henceforth作“从现在起”解。例如：Henceforth I shall
 be more careful. thenceforth作“从那时候（指过去或未来的）起”解，如Thenceforth I was
 more careful和He will graduate next year, thenceforth he will do his best to serve the people。


henceforward(s)
 henceforward不及henceforth普通。henceforwards
 现在不用。


here 1．
 Here he comes
 ! Here comes
 the bus! Here comes
 our lunch! 等句子里的comes不可改作is coming。


2．
 Here's to...! 是“我在这里喝酒祝…健康（或成功等）！”这句没有主语，或者可以说等于Here's a health to...!


3．
 Here goes! 或So here goes! 是“我将有所举动了！”往往有“姑妄试之”的意思，这句没有主语。


4．
 Here you are! 有时是“你（们）到了！”但通常是“这就是你（们）所要的（或正在找的）东西”。Here we are! 有时是“我们到了！”但通常是“这就是我们所要的（或正在找的）东西”。Here I am只作“我到了”解，不可作“这是我所要的（或正在找的）东西”解。

下面每组里的B说的话都可能有两种说法：

A: Where is my pen?

B: Here it is! （或Here you are!）

A: Has anyone seen my glasses?

B: Here they are! （或Here you are!）

A: Where is our camera?

B: Here it is! （或Here we are!）

A: Where are our sticks?

B: Here they are! （或Here we are!）

但下面每组里的B不可说Here it is! 或Here they are!

A: I've left my pen at home.

B: Here you are! （不可说Here it is!）Use mine.

A: I have broken my glasses!

B: Here you are! （不可说Here they are!）I hope this spare pair of mine will help you for the present.

A: We've left our camera at home.

B. Here we are! （不可说Here it is!）My brother has brought his with him.

A: I wish we had some sticks to walk with on this wet road!

B: Here we are! （不可说Here they are!）These branches might serve our purpose.

因为A说Where is my pen? B说Here it is! 那it指A的pen。A说I've left my pen at home，B把B的笔借给A用，当然不可说it，说了it却指A的pen了。


hereby
 hereby往往用在通告或公文里。例如：Notice is hereby given that our office hours will be changed as follows on 18 May. 在一般通信里该避免。


herewith
 herewith往往用在公文和商业信函里。例如：I sent you herewith a cheque. 在一般通信里该避免。


hesitancy
 hesitancy是相当于形容词hesitant的名词，hesitation是相当于动词hesitate的名词，如He accepted the offer without hesitation
 和He felt hesitancy
 about accepting the offer。但往往可以用hesitation代hesitancy。


hesitant
 比较下面三句：

He was hesitant to seek
 advice. （他不大肯请教别人。）

He was hesitant about seeking
 advice. （意思跟上句相同）

He was hesitant in seeking
 advice. （他在请教别人的时候踌躇不前。）


hesitate
 He seems to hesitate to answer
 和He seems to hesitate about answering
 意思相同。


hesitation
 参见hesitancy



high(ly) 1．
 说人和动物的“高”，不可用high，如不可说a high man和a high horse，该把high改作tall。但说人的“怎样高”，用high和tall都可以，如I am six feet high
 和I am six feet tall
 。a high mountain当然是“一座高山”，a high building在英国是“一栋高房子”，在美国是“一所在高处的房子”，如在山顶上，也许它本身并不高。在美国说“一栋高房子”通常说a tall
 building。


2．
 highly是副词，high也可以用作副词。现在highly不指实际的“高”，如不说a highly
 walled city，该把highly改作high。fly high, climb high, aim high（力争上游）, play high（进行输赢很大的赌博）等表达方式里也都用high，不用highly。highly指抽象的“高”，如highly
 cultivated, highly
 amusing和speak highly
 of。


highness
 highness指“高”的性质，不指“高度”，说“高度”该用height。如the highness
 of the wall指墙的“高（而不低）”，the height
 of the wall指墙的“高度”。又如the highness
 of his ambition指志向的“高”，就是指立志的“高尚”，the height
 of his ambition指志向的最高点。


highway
 highway有时统指“公路”，如miles of highway。


hill 1．
 参见mountain 1



2．
 up the
 hill跟up hill略有不同。up the
 hill作“上山”解。up hill作“向高地上去”解，不一定有山，也许只有斜坡或地势略高的平地。up hill往往写成uphill。注意在up hill and down dale中没有the。


3．
 在山名...Hill里，假使那名字是没有意思的，前面没有the，假使那名字是有意思的，前面有the，如Bunker Hill（美国的邦克山）和the
 Coal Hill（煤山）。...Hills
 前面有the，如the
 Berkshire Hills
 （美国的伯克希尔山）和the
 Western Hills
 （西山）。


4．
 the
 hills
 往往指印度的山区夏季疗养地，就是所谓hill station或hill-station。


Himalaya(s)
 Himalayas（喜马拉雅山）比Himalaya普通，前面都有the。也可以说Himalaya Mountains
 ，前面也有the。


hinder 1．
 hinder的宾语后面接from和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说That hindered him from going
 further，不可说That hindered him to go
 further。


2．
 That hindered him from
 carrying out his plan比That hindered him in
 carrying out his plan语气重，用in含有“暂时阻挡”的意思。


hint 1．
 hint（动词）后面通常接at，偶尔接of。例如：The letter hints at
 （偶尔of
 ）his anxiety to do well.


2．
 hint（动词）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：He hinted that
 he was not interested.


3．
 hint（名词）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：You had better give her a hint that
 she would do better to call again.


historic(al) 1．
 现在说“历史的”只用historical，不用historic，如下面各种表达方式里都用historical：



	historical materialism
	historical dialectics



	historical science
	historical document



	historical method
	historical novel



	historical evidence
	historical event



	historical training
	historical account



	historical interest
	historical truth



	historical principles
	historical fact




historic作“在历史上有名的”或“必成为史料的”解，如historic spot, historic city of art and culture和This speech will become historic。

语法术语historic present和historical present都可以用。


2．
 相当于historic和historical的副词都是historically。


history 1．
 English literature has
 a history of over a thousand years等句子里通常用has，偶尔用has had。


2．
 ancient history, modern history, world history, Chinese history等前面没有the。


hither 1．
 除了在hither and thither（到各处）中以外，hither现在很少用。不论说“到这里”或“在这里”，现在通常都用here。


2．
 hither and yon是美国英语，作hither and thither解。


hobby
 hobby是“嗜好、业余爱好”，如My hobby is collecting old coins和Mathematics is my hobby。另有用I have a hobby for
 etchings and engravings的，这种结构是少有的。


hog
 hog（猪）在英国现在很不普通，但在美国很普通。在英国通常用pig。


hold 1．
 下面各句意思相同：

We hold him innocent.

We hold him to be
 innocent.

We hold that
 he is innocent.


2．
 下面两句都可以说：

He holds out no hope
 of recovery. （他没有复原的希望。）

The doctors hold out no hope
 of his recovery. （医生们以为他没有复原的希望。）


3．
 take hold of
 比take hold (up
 ) on
 普通。


hole
 该说a hole in
 the wall，不可说a hole on
 the wall。


holiday 1．
 holiday不一定指“一天”，如We have a holiday every Saturday里的holiday指一天，但We take a month's holiday every year里的holiday并不指一天，却指“假期”。所以We have five holidays this term是“在本学期里我们有五次放假。”未必指五天放假。但复数形式holidays
 往往被用来指一天以上的假期，所以summer holiday跟summer holidays
 意思相同，a holiday of two months, a two-month holiday和two months of holiday(s
 )也意思相同，其中，第三种表达最不普通。

“连续五天放假”不可说five holidays，该说a holiday of five days, a five-day holiday或five days of holiday(s
 )，第三种表达最不普通。


2．
 holidays
 有时用作单数，如One
 Christmas
 holidays she visited us。


3．
 holiday有时用作抽象名词，如the joy of holiday和six months' holiday。


4．
 可以说a few days' holiday, three whole days' holiday等，那days后的撇号省去也可以。


5．
 星期日往往不算作holiday，如可以说on Sundays and holidays
 。


6．
 on
 holidays
 里的holidays指元旦、国庆节等放假日，in
 the holidays
 里的holidays
 指“假期”。


7．
 make holiday里没有a, take a holiday里有a（两种表达方式都作“休假”解）。on holiday和on a
 holiday都可以说。各种表达方式都含有“玩”的意思，不论指一天或多天都可以。例如：

They are making holiday（或taking a holiday）in the country today.

When they were making holiday（或taking a holiday）in the country last month, they read together every evening.

They are on (a) holiday today.

They have been on (a) holiday for days.


holy 1．
 Holy Land（圣地，指巴勒斯坦）前面有the。


2．
 Holy Ghost或Holy Spirit（圣灵）前面有the。


3．
 Holy Father前面有the，指天主教皇，不指“三位一体”（the Trinity）里的“圣父”（the Father）。


4．
 Holy Scripture或Holy Writ（基督教圣经）前面没有the，但Holy Scriptures
 （基督教圣经）前面有the。


home 1．
 at
 home里用at，不用in。in the
 home里用in，不用at。例如：The book is for use both in the office and in the home
 . 和This industry can be easily carried on in the home
 . 不可说I am in the home或He is studying in the home。at my home, at the Browns' home等表达方式里的at偶尔改用in。


2．
 come home, go home, arrive home, bring home, send home等表达方式里的home是副词，前面不可加to或at。


3．
 He is home和Is he home yet? 等句子里的home都作“到家了的”解，不作“在家的”解。“他在家（还不曾出去）”不可说He is home，“他还在家（不曾出去）吗？”不可说Is he home yet? 都该在home前面加上at。Is he home yet? 是“他已经到家了吗？”

比较下面各句：

You must be home to tea. （你必须回家吃茶点。）

I shall be home by ten this evening. （我今天晚上将至迟在10点钟回家。）

The boy is home from school. （这男孩已经放学回家了。）

He has not been home for a week. （1．他已经一星期不回家了。2．他回家到现在不满一星期。）

He was home for a month on leave. （他请假在家一个月。）


4．
 home在英国指“家”。有钱人住着大房子，那大房子便是home，有些人家住着一两套公寓，那一两套公寓也便是home，穷苦人家住在贫民区里的一间小房子，那一间小房子也便是home。不论怎样大小的房子，假使没有人住着，便不叫做home。但在美国往往指“住宅”，所以有build homes, buy a home等语。


5．
 the
 Smith home, the
 Jones home等是美国英语，作“Smith家，Jones家”等解，相当于英国英语Mr Smith's
 , Mr Jones's
 等。


6．
 home city, home town, home county等都是美国英语，在英国通常用native而不用home。


7．
 his letters home是“他写给家里的信”，his home letters是“他的家里写给他的信”，就是his letters from home。


homesick
 homesick后面接for。例如：Sometimes he is homesick for
 England and old friends.


homework 1．
 homework有时指学生的“家庭作业”，有时指“工人在家替工厂做的工作”。不可指煮饭洗衣等“家务事”。“家务事”该用housework。


2．
 homework通常统指“家庭作业”或“工人在家替工厂做的工作”，但偶尔也有a
 homework, three homeworks
 等。


honestly
 honestly有时修饰整个句子或从句，作“老实说”解。例如：Honestly, this is all I have. 和I received your letter about a month ago, which I honestly do not know whether I have yet written to acknowledge.


honeymoon
 They are on
 their honeymoon和They came on
 their honeymoon等句子里的on不可改作in。


honour 1．
 下面各句都可以说：

I shall do myself the honour to call
 （或of calling
 ）on you next Sunday.

May I have the honour to call
 （或of calling
 ）on you next Sunday?

I have the honour to acknowledge
 （或of acknowledging
 ）your letter.

在第三句里似乎用不定式比用of和动名词普通些。


2．
 I（或We）have the honour to...（不定式）或I（或We）have the honour of...ing是公文用语。在一般通信里该避免。


3．
 honours
 student（优等生），honours
 man（优等生）等表达方式里的honours
 不可改作honour。


hope 1．
 hope（名词）后面接of和动名词或接以that引导的从句，偶尔接不定式，如可以说I have the hope of seeing
 him again和I have the hope that
 I shall see him again。偶尔有人说I have the hope to see
 him again。


2．
 hope（动词）后面接不定式或以that引导的从句，不可接动名词，如可以说I hope to see
 him again和I hope that
 I shall see him again，不可说I hope seeing
 him again。


3．
 hope（动词）后面极少接宾语和不定式，如最好不说I hope you to see
 him again，可以改作I hope that
 you will see him again。同样地，最好不说You are hoped to see him again，可以改作It is hoped that you will see him again。有人说I hope for
 you to see him again。


4．
 hope很容易犯双重被动的毛病，如不可说All these plans are hoped to be carried out next year。该改作It is hoped that all these plans will be carried out next year。


5．
 hope是及物动词，但后面极少接名词，如通常不说We used to hope better times。该在hope后面加上for。


6．
 in the
 hope of...ing和in hopes
 of...ing意思相同，in the hope that...和in hopes
 that...也意思相同。注意用了the便用单数形式hope，不用the便用复数形式hopes
 。同样地，have the hope
 of...ing和have the hope
 that...改作have hopes
 of...ing和have hopes
 that...也可以。have hopes
 后面有时接不定式。例如：I have hopes
 to see
 him again.


7．
 比较下面三句：

I hope
 to see him again.

I shall hope
 to see him again.

I am hoping
 to see him again.

三句意思相同，第三句比较不正式些。


8．
 比较下面三句：

I hope he will arrive
 safely.

I hope he arrives
 safely.

I hope he may arrive
 safely.

第二句最不正式，主要用在美国，第三句最正式。


9．
 比较下面两句：

I had hoped
 that you would come. （我原来希望你来［实际你未曾来］。）

I had been hoping
 that you would come. （我原来［在继续］希望你来［直到现在还希望你来］。）

第二句里有过去完成时态的特别用法，说这句话的人有些羞怯，不敢说I have been hoping...更不敢说I hope...或I am hoping...


horrify
 关于horrified surprise（极度受惊的诧异），参见much 3
 (5) E


horse-race
 horse-race是类名词，horse-racing是抽象名词。


horse-racing
 参见horse-race



hospital
 在英国通常说in hospital（住院），to hospital（入院）和out of hospital（出院），说in the
 hospital, to the
 hospital和out of the
 hospital便暗示某一医院，但在美国通常说in the
 hospital, to the
 hospital和out of the
 hospital。


hostility
 说“战争”通常用复数形式。例如：Hostilities
 broke out in the morning.


hot
 hot water bottle是装着热水取暖的“热水袋”（通常是橡皮的），不指装热水预备喝的“热水瓶”。“热水瓶”叫thermos flask, thermos bottle, thermos, vacuum flask, vacuum bottle或vacuum vessel。


hotel
 ...Hotel和Hotel...前面有the，如the
 Grand Hotel和the
 Hotel Waldorf。


hour 1．
 复数形式hours
 指“工作时间”，所谓long hours
 和short hours
 都指工作时间的长短，并不说每一hour有长短。


2．
 the
 hours
 有时指时间。例如：When one has nothing to do, the
 hours
 seem to pass very slowly.


3．
 within an
 hour是“在一小时以内”，within the
 hour是“在本点钟以内”，例如在3点15分说或在3点50分说都指在4点钟以前。


4．
 The train leaves on the
 hour是“这列车准时离站”。


house 1．
 keep house有时作“当家”或“主持家务”解，有时作“有固定住址”解。keep the
 house作“足不出户”解。


2．
 Bush House, Australia House等（前面没有the）是英国英语，是大厦的名称，Apsley House, Hatfield House等（前面没有the）也是英国英语，是大住宅的名称，the
 American House, the
 Eagle House等是美国英语，是大旅馆的名称。the
 Johnson H
 ouse等和the
 Johnson h
 ouse等都是美国英语，但意思不同：the Johnson H
 ouse（House用大写字母开首）用在城市，是大旅馆的名称，the Johnson h
 ouse（house用小写字母开首）用在乡村，是Johnson家的住宅。现在the...House指大旅馆几乎不用，改用the...Hotel。


3．
 “在家”不可说at my house, at your house等，该说at home。


household
 可以说the
 Lamb household（Lamb家）等。


householder
 householder是“家长”或“户长”，通常是男子。housekeeper有时是“女主人”，有时是“女管家”。


housekeeper
 参见householder



housemaster
 housemaster通常是“（英国）学生宿舍的男舍监”，极少指“家长”或“户长”（master of the house）。


house(-)room
 house(-)room是“屋内的空间”，如There is enough house(-)room for the goods，不可指“房间”。


how 1．
 how about...? 和what about...? 意思相同，作“…怎样？”解，如How（或What）about the weather? 和How（或What）about doing a show?


2．
 How beautiful a sight! 和What a beautiful sight! 都可以说，但第一种表达方式不普通，不可说How a beautiful sight! 或What beautiful a sight!


3．
 How do you do? 是相见时的口头语，双方都说这句，不需要I'm quite well, thank you等答语。


4．
 how ever和however不同。参见ever 5



hullo
 hullo主要用在英国，hello主要用在美国。


human 1．
 human race前面有the，指全人类，不可用复数形式指各个人种。


2．
 human nature（人性）前面没有the。


humanity 1．
 在用作“人类”解的时候，humanity前面没有the，代它的代词是it，不是they或he。


2．
 humanity有时不指全人类而指许多人。例如：The ship is already packed with agitated humanity.


humour 1．
 humour（幽默）是抽象名词，但有时前面用a指“一种幽默”。例如：He used to have a
 delicious whimsical humour.


2．
 sense of humour（幽默感）原来指“对于别人的行为的幽默性的感觉”，有了它的人能够在别人的行为里找到有趣的地方。但现在往往指“对于自己的行为的幽默性的感觉”，有“自知之明”的意味。


hundred 1．
 前面用了数字，不论后面有of或没有of，都用hundred，不用复数形式，如five hundred
 men和five hundred
 of them。five hundreds
 和five hundred意思不同。five hundred是“五百”，five hundreds
 是“五个一百”。


2．
 several hundred
 men里用hundred，但several hundred of them和several hundreds
 of them都可以说。


3．
 some hundred作“一百左右”解，不作“几百”解，some hundreds
 才作“几百”解。


4．
 关于a
 hundred和one
 hundred，参见a, an 20
 (5)


hundredweight
 复数形式用hundredweight比用hundredweights
 普通。


hunt(ed) 1．
 hunt用作“射鸟”解是美国英语，在英国说“射鸟”用shoot，不用hunt。


2．
 hunt不是抽象名词，如不可说They are fond of hunt或The book describes the glories of hunt。该在hunt前面加上the，或把hunt改作hunting。


3．
 hunt about for和hunt after等于hunt for，但不及hunt for普通。hunt down是“追捕或追杀（罪犯、敌人等）。”hunt for是“找（失物、资料等）”。hunt out是“找出（难于找到的东西或人）”。hunt up=hunt out，比hunt out普通。


4．
 关于a hunted look（被人追迫的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


hunter
 说“猎人”在美国用hunter，在英国通常不用hunter，而用huntsman。在英国hunter通常是“猎马”或“猎狗”。


hurry 1．
 in a
 hurry里有a，不可省去。但without hurry里没有a。


2．
 be in a hurry是没有意志的，hurry（动词）是有意志的，所以不可说I advise you to be in a hurry或Don't be in a hurry。该改作I advise you to hurry up和Don't hurry。

不论用作不及物动词或及物动词，hurry用在肯定句里后面通常加up，用在否定句里，后面不加up。例如：

I advise you to hurry (up
 ). Hurry up
 !

Shall I hurry him (up
 )? Hurry him up
 !

I won't hurry. Don't hurry.

I wish you would not hurry him. Don't hurry him.


3．
 hurry call, hurry visit, hurry message等都是美国英语。


hurt 1．
 hurt（伤…的感情）的过去分词hurt后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：He felt hurt that
 she had left his letters unanswered. 有时接表示原因的不定式。例如：He was hurt to learn
 that she had made up her mind never to answer his letters.


2．
 My back still hurts（我的背还是痛）里的hurts是口语用法，可能有两个不同的解释：“受到痛的感觉”或“给（我）痛的感觉”。


3．
 关于a hurt tone（痛苦的语调）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


husband
 在英国提到自己的丈夫通常用my husband，在很正式的场合才用Mr..., Dr...等。但在美国似乎用my husband不及用Mr..., Dr...等普通。


hypothetic(al)
 hypothetical比hypothetic普通得多。相当于这两种形式的副词是hypothetically。


hysteric(al)
 hysterical比hysteric普通。相当于这两种形式的副词是hysterically。




I




I 1．
 许多尺牍书里说不可用I开首。可是在事实上英美人写信经常用I开首。在信里用I过多，当然不好，但故意避免I是无意识的，要是为了故意避免I而弄得开首不自然，更加不好。


2．
 在日记和给熟人的信里往往把I省去。例如：

Received letter from Tom.

Joggod along the waterfront this morning.

Hope to hear from you soon.

在口语里也往往省去I。


3．
 between you and I
 是英美人常有的错误，该把I改作me。


4．
 习惯说he and I，my brother and I等，不说I and he和I and my brother等。但在承认错误的时候往往先说I，如I and he are to blame和I and my brother made the mistake。


ice 1．
 参见a，an 7



2．
 ice water（冰水）主要用在美国，iced water主要用在英国。


ice(-)box
 ice(-)box（冰箱）是美国英语，相当于英国英语的refrigerator。


icily
 icily
 cold（冰冷）不及icy
 cold普通。


-ics
 （指以-ics结尾的名词，如acoustics，dynamics，ethics，mathematics和politics。）

就语源讲，以-ics结尾的名词属于复数形式，但习惯上不一定被看作复数。虽然意见并不一致，但大概遵守着下面几条规则：

（1）科学名称被看作单数。例如：Mathematics deals with space and number. 和Politics is
 now taught in all schools.

（2）科学名称前面加了my、the、such等词被看作复数。例如：My mathematics are
 weak. Their politics are
 now on a high level. 和Such ethics are
 of little value.

（3）行为等的名称被看作复数。例如：Aerobatics take
 a lot of learning. 和Heroics are
 out of place here.

（4）如果后面有属于单数形式的表语，便看作单数。例如：Mathematics is
 your strong point. 和Dramatics is his hobby.


icy
 参见icily



idea 1．
 下面各句里的of，不用的多，用的少：

He must have some idea (of
 ) what happened last week.

I have no idea (of
 ) whose house this is.

We have not the remotest idea (of
 ) how they have done it.

Have you any idea (of
 ) when he will come?

假使把idea改作notion，也是这样。...idea (of
 ) what..., ...idea (of
 ) whose ..., idea (of
 ) how ..., idea (of) when... 等表达方式里的of不用的多，用的少，但I have no idea (of
 ) the sort of man he is等句子里的of用的多，不用的少。


2．
 可以说He has little
 idea of it和She has put aside all
 idea of going。


idealist(ic)
 参见-ist(ic)



identic(al) 1．
 除了在identic note，identic declaration，identic action等表达方式（都是外交用语）里以外，通常用identical而不用identic。


2．
 identical后面通常接with，偶尔接to。例如：The synthetic vitamins are identical with
 （偶尔作to
 ）those naturally present in our food.


3．
 参见same 4



identification
 identification certificate（身份证），identification card（身份卡），identification disk（身份圆牌）等里的identification改作identity也可以。但identification和identity意思不同。identity是“身份”，identification是“身份的证明”。He refused to reveal his identity和His identity has not been established里的identity不可改作identification。As he has gone away, his identification is hardly possible里的identification不可改作identity。


identity
 参见identification



ideology
 Islam ideology, Fascist ideology等前面可以有the，也可以没有the。


idiom
 idiom这词的意思在各书里不一致，词典里也不详细。据我看来，有下面八种意思：1．指一个语言的全体，2．指一个地方的方言（dialect），3．指一个社会或职业界的词汇的全体，4．指一个作家所特有的语式的全体，5．指一个语言所特有的语式，6．指一个语言所特有的语式的总量，就是一个语言的特性，也就是一个语言的纯粹性或“精神”，7．指某词或某若干词的特性，8．指一篇文字或一个语句的是否合乎那语言的特性。5．和6．两种意思最普通，注意在5．里idiom是类名词，如说an
 idiom，this
 idiom，two
 idioms，many
 idioms等，在6．里idiom是抽象名词，如说idiom和English idiom，但不可说an
 idiom，this
 idiom，two
 idioms，many
 idioms等。下面是上面所讲的八种意思的例句：

(l) English is an old idiom.

(2) This word is peculiar to the idiom of the district.

(3) I know nothing about the idiom of his profession.

(4) This poet's idiom is often obscure.

(5) 'Had better' is a common idiom.

(6) We must not violate idiom.

(7) I am interested in the idiom of these verbs.

(8) The idiom of his letters is perfectly correct.


idiomatic(al) 1．
 idiomatic比idiomatical普通得多。相当于这两种形式的副词是idiomatically。


2．
 The sentence is perfectly idiomatic可能有两个意思：“这个句子是完全合乎习惯用法（所以是正确）的。”或“这个句子是完全合乎习惯用法（却不算正确）的。”第二个意思比较不普通。但idiomatic有时竟然跟correct对立。例如：To say "who do you take me for?" is idiomatic but grammatically incorrect.


i. e. 1.
 i.e. 是拉丁语id est
 的简写形式，作“就是…”解，不作“例如…”解，如可以说This is a proper noun，i.e. the name of a particular person or thing。不可说There are several proper nouns in the lesson, i.e. China。该把i.e. 改作e.g.


2．
 i.e. 印作斜体或不印作斜体都可以，后面用逗号或不用逗号也都可以。


if
 1. if有时作“即使”解。例如：If he is old, he is at any rate strong. He has read widely, if superficially. 和I will do it if it kills me!


2．
 有些书里说if不该用作whether解，如I asked him if he knew her。其实这种用法很合习惯。但有下面两点该注意：

（1）if...or not除了在美国口语里以外，现在不普通，如最好不说I asked him if he knew her or not。可以把or not删去或把if改作whether。

（2）把if用作whether解有时会引起误解，如Write to tell me if I am to come可能有两个意思：“写信告诉我我是否应该来。”或“写信告诉我，假使我应该来。”


3．
 比较下面两句：

I asked him if he knew
 her. （我想他并不认识她。）

I asked him if he did not know
 her. （我想他大约认识她。）


4．
 比较下面两句：

I shall do better only if
 I have another chance. （我将做得好些，但必须再有一个机会。）

I shall do better if only
 I have another chance. （我将做得好些，只要我再有一个机会。）

第一句可以改作I shall only do better if I have another chance。第二句可以改作I shall do better if I only have another chance。

下面两句里的If only或If ... only都从“只要…”转作“巴不得…”或“可惜不…”解：

If only I had my life to live over again!

If I only had come a few minutes earlier!


5．
 Well, well, if this (或it) isn't our old friend Mr King的意思是“这个大约就是我们的老朋友King先生。”


6．
 下面各句里以if引导的从句并不真正表示条件：

If you ask my name, it is Henry Mee.

If you wish to see my father, he is in the study.

If you want to take a walk, there is a little garden behind the house.

If you allow me to say so, I am afraid you are not qualified.

We had fine weather last Friday, if you remember.

各句里的主句所说的都是客观事实，并不靠着那以if引导的从句，如第一句是“假使你问我的名字，它是Henry Mee。”其实即使“你”不问，“我”的名字还是Henry Mee。if的这种用法却是很普通的。


7．
 if and when是公文里的陈套语，通常用if或when就够了。


8．
 when or if（或when，or if，）表示这语引导的从句所说的也许不会实现。例如：I shall call on you again next week when (,) or if (,) I have a chance.


9．
 在以作“假使”解的if引导的从句里，虽然指将来，动词却用现在式，不用将来式，如If you see
 him tomorrow, give him my new address里用see不用will see。if you will see
 him tomorrow作“假使你明天要见他”解。

但注意下面两句：

Never use a long word if a short word will
 do. (if a short word will do=if, if a short word is used, it will do.)

I'll call you up at eleven this evening if that won't
 be too late. (if that won't be too late=if, if I call you up at eleven this evening, it won't be too late.)


10．
 下面各句里用虚拟现在式，现在远不及用陈述现在式普通：

If it be
 (或is
 ) fine tomorrow, we shall sail.

If he study
 (或studies
 ) harder, he will not lag behind.

If she have
 (或has
 ) already done her best, she deserves the prize.


11．
 在定义（definition）的开首不该用if，如不该说Home-sickness is if
 one longs for one's home。


ignorant
 I am ignorant (of
 ) what they are doing和She was ignorant (of
 ) whom she was going to work with等句子里的of可有可无。第一句里改用do not know自然些，第二句里改用did not know自然些。


ill 1．
 ill在用作“有病的”解的时候，通常不用在定语用法里，如可以说He is ill。但通常不说He is an ill man，却说He is a sick
 man。“病人”该说the sick而不说the ill。


2．
 iller和illest都有人用，more ill和most ill也都有人用，但不及worse和worst普通。


3．
 ill with
 pneumonia等表达方式里现在习惯用with，比较少用of。


4．
 speak ill of里的ill看作副词或名词都可以。


5．
 下面两句意思相同，似乎第一句比第二句普通：

He was taken
 ill last night.

He took
 ill last night.


illegal
 illegal作“不合（当时当地的）法律的”解，却不问那法律是否合乎正义，往往含有“地下的”的意思。


illiterate 1．
 illiterate现在是“不识字的”或“不识字的人、文盲”，并不是“没有知识的”（ignorant）或“没有知识的人”（ignoramus），也不是“没有受过教育的”（uneducated）或“没有受过教育的人”（uneducated person）。


2．
 “扫除文盲”是wipe out illiteracy，决不可说wipe out illiterates（消灭不识字的人）。


illustrative
 illustrative后面接of。例如：This sentence is illustrative of
 the particular usage.


imaginable 1．
 imaginable是“可以想象得到的”，imaginary是“只存在想象里（而并非实有）的”，imaginative是“想象的”或“富于想象力的”。imaginary和imaginative很容易混用，注意下面各语：

an imaginary
 man（1．一个想象中的人2．一个虚构的人）

an imaginative
 man（一个富于想象力的人）

a tale of imaginary
 illness（一段关于虚构的病的话）

an imaginative
 tale of illness（一段关于病的想象的话）


2．
 imaginable通常用在名词的后面，那个名词的前面有all，every，only或属于最高级的词。例如：


all
 the wealth imaginable
 , every
 resource imaginable
 ,

the only
 reason imaginable
 , the smallest
 house imaginable


有时那名词被省去。例如：The house in which we passed the night was the smallest imaginable
 in that large city.


imaginary
 参见imaginable 1



imagination
 imagination前面往往有the。例如：What we call imaginary exists only in the
 imagination.


imaginative
 参见imaginable 1



imagine 1．
 You can
 imagine how happy I was to receive your letter和You cannot
 imagine how happy I was to receive your letter在字面上看来当然是相反的，可是两句都说自己接到了对方的信很快乐。


2．
 imagine的宾语的后面有时接表语。例如：The little girl sometimes imagines herself a bird. We imagine her grievance a trivial one. 和Can you imagine that old man fighting with a tiger?


immediately 1．
 immediately有时用作连接词，作as soon as解。例如：I handed him your letter immediately he came. 这用法主要用在英国。


2．
 不可说as immediately as possible，该说as soon as possible或单独用immediately。


impact
 impact用作“影响”解近几年来很普通，如the impact of science on
 （或upon
 ）modern development和the impact of cartoons on
 （或upon
 ）children。可以说The book made an
 impact，也可以说The book made much
 impact。注意用made。


impatience
 impatience后有时接不定式。例如：The boy's impatience to go
 with us was simply amusing.


impatient 1．
 impatient of
 ... 是“对于…不耐烦的”，impatient for
 ...是“急欲的、切望的”，如I am impatient of
 all this waiting和I am impatient for
 his arrival。impatient with
 是“对于…急躁的”。例如：I am sorry that I was a little impatient with
 her this morning. impatient to ... （不定式）是“急欲的、切望的”。例如：I am impatient to see
 him. 注意impatient后面不可接for和动名词，如不可说I am impatient for seeing
 him，该把for seeing改作to see。


2．
 impatient后有时接for和宾语和不定式。例如：The children are impatient for
 the train to start
 .


3．
 不可说He is impatient to wait
 for her，该说He is impatient in waiting
 for her或He is waiting for her impatiently。


imperative
 It is（或was）imperative that...里习惯用should或虚拟现在式。例如：It is（或was）imperative that he (should
 ) do it over again. 不用does和did。


imperialist(ic)
 参见-ist(ic)



implement
 implement用作“实行”解原来是苏格兰法律用语，但近几年来用得很广泛，它的宾语除了contract，agreement，engagement（约定、保证），act（法令）和resolution（决议）以外，还有policy，scheme，intention，promise，proposal等。有人以为该用carry out，fulfil，make effective等调剂一下。相当于这动词的名词是implementation。


important
 It is（或was）important that...里习惯用should或虚拟现在式。例如：It is（或was）important that the regulations (should
 ) be
 revised. 不用are和were。


impossibility
 impossibility后面接of和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说the impossibility of being
 in two places at once，不可说the impossibility to be
 in two places at once。可以说the impossibility of his doing
 this，不可说the impossibility for him to do
 this。It is an impossibility to do
 this是可以说的，但注意这里的to do this指第一词It，跟impossibility没有关系。


impossible 1．
 下面两句都不可说：

This is impossible to be done.

We are impossible to do this.

第一句该改作It
 is impossible to do this。第二句该改作It
 is impossible for us
 to do this。This is impossible to do和The question is impossible to answer和He is impossible to live with等句现在比以前普通。


2．
 impossible的后面有时接of和表示动作的名词。例如：This is impossible of
 attainment. 和The mountain seems to be impossible of
 conquest.


impractical 1．
 在英国通常用un
 practical，不用im
 practical。


2．
 impractical在美国兼作unpractical（不切实际的）和impracticable（不能实行的）解，如an impractical（英国用un
 practical）man和an impractical（英国用impracticable
 ）scheme。


impress 1．
 impress有时作“给…以极深的印象”解。例如：He did not impress me at all. 和Did the girl impress the young man?


2．
 impress后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：His parents try to impress upon him that
 it is necessary to be perfectly honest. 这种结构不算正当，可以把that it is necessary to be perfectly honest改作the necessity for perfect honesty。


impressible
 impressible（易打动的、易动感情的）很不普通，通常用impressionable。


impression 1．
 impression有时指“印象”。例如：He thought he had made an impression on her.


2．
 his impression of
 her=her impression on
 him。his impression of
 the city和my impression of
 the book里的of不可改作on。但在美国往往在复数形式impressions后面用on，如his first impressions on
 the performance。


impressionable
 参见impressible



imprison 1．
 说“把…关进牢里”用imprison当然不错，但不及用put in prison或put into prison或send to prison普通。


2．
 可以说Many coal-miners got imprisoned
 in a pit accident和The old man seemed to be imprisoned
 by prejudices。


improbable
 不可说He is improbable to come today，该说It
 is improbable that he will come today。注意也不可说It will be
 improbable that he will come today。


improve 1．
 下面五句都可以说：

I hope your health will improve.


I hope your health will be improved.


I hope you will improve in
 health.

I hope you will be improved
 in health.

I hope you will improve
 your health.

第二句不及其他各句自然。第五句跟其他各句略有不同，含有“没法增进健康”的意思。


2．
 improve跟improve upon不同。如He has improved
 her poem是“他已经修改了她的诗”。He has improved upon
 her poem是“他已经作了比她的诗好的一首诗”。This poem cannot be improved
 是“这首诗好（或坏）得不能修改了”，This poem cannot be improved upon
 是“这首诗好得没有更好的了”。


3．
 He hoped to improve
 himself是“他希望在知识或学问上进步”。He hoped to better
 himself是“他希望在境遇或地位上进步”。


improvement
 说“…上的进步”在improvement后面接in。例如：He is showing some improvement in
 health. 和I am glad to hear of your improvement in
 English. 说“比…好的事物”在improvement后接on或upon或over。例如：This poem is an improvement (up
 ) on
 （或over
 ）that.和The present typist is an improvement (up
 ) on
 （或over
 ）the last.


impulse 1．
 impulse（［情感的］冲动）后面接不定式，不接of和动名词，如可以说I cannot resist the impulse to write
 you again。这里的to write不可改作of writing。


2．
 可以说My first impulse was to say no和His first impulse was to ring me up。


3．
 On (an
 ) impulse he asked me what I thought of him里的on可有可无。


in 1．
 月或年的前面的in有时可以省去。例如：The book was first published (in
 ) March 1951. 和The book was first published (in
 ) 1951.


2．
 in a week, in three years等表达方式里的in有时作“在…以后”解，有时作“在…以内”解，比较下面每组里的两句：




再比较下面两句：

He will get married in
 a year（一年以后）.

He will get married within
 a year（一年以内）.

see him again和graduate和get married都是一时的行为，see him several times和learn another language都是持续的行为。


3．
 in
 a week from now不及a week from now普通。in
 three years after his graduation不及three years after his graduation普通。


4．
 下面各种表达方式里都用in，不用on：


in
 the morning, in
 the afternoon, in
 the evening, in
 the night

但注意下面各种表达方式里都用on，不用in：



	
on
 the next morning,
	
on
 the following afternoon,



	
on
 the preceding evening,
	
on
 the night before,



	
on
 the morning of 6 January,
	
on
 the afternoon of his birthday,



	
on
 the evening of her marriage,
	
on
 the night of the event





5．
 the best novel that has appeared in
 years（几年来出版的长篇小说中的最好一本）和the coldest day in
 ten years（十年来最冷的一天）等表达方式是美国英语，在英国通常用for。


6．
 关于指地方的词前面该用in或at。参见at 1



inability
 inability后面接不定式。参见ability 1



inadequate
 inadequate后面接不定式或接for和动名词。参见adequate



inadvisable
 在美国通常用in
 advisable，在英国通常用un
 advisable。


incapable
 incapable后面接of和动名词，不可接不定式。参见capable



incapacity
 incapacity后面接不定式或接for或of和动名词。参见capacity



incentive
 下面三句意思相同：

His example gave them an incentive to
 more efforts.

His example gave them an incentive to make
 more efforts.

His example gave them an incentive to making
 more efforts.


-in-chief 1．
 editor-in-chief等词的复数形式是editors
 -in-chief等。


2．
 editorship
 -in-chief等比editor-in-chiefship
 等普通。


incident 1．
 参见accident 1



2．
 incident有时用作抽象名词，统指一切“事件、事故”。例如：That day was crowded with incident. 和Incident often brings out character. （1．小事情往往显露品质。2．一个人的品质往往可以在小事情里看出。）


3．
 the enthusiasms incident to youth和the diseases incident to old age和married life and the incident troubles等表达方式里的incident是形容词，改作incidental也可以。有人以为在着重“易于发生”的场合该用incident，在着重“偶然（而非主要）”的场合该用incidental。


incidental
 参见incident 3



incidentally
 incidentally往往修饰全句或整个从句，作“顺便谈及”解。例如：Incidentally, I happen to know him. 和I happen to know this man, who, incidentally, was my next-door neighbour years ago.


incline 1．
 I am inclined
 to think（或believe，go等）比I incline
 to think（或believe，go等）普通得多。


2．
 He was inclined to take
 things easy里的take改作taking也可以，但用不定式比用to和动名词普通。


inclose
 in
 close不及en
 close普通。


include 1．
 include的宾语有时指全体，有时指一部分，如假定五男四女组成一个团体，说The body includes five men and four women或The body includes five men或The body includes four women都可以。在有可能被人误解的场合，该避免用include。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

Fifteen persons were present, including the chairman
 .

Fifteen persons were present, the chairman included
 .


income
 income有时统指“进款”，有时指个人或商店等的某时期里的进款，不指“一项进款”，如不可说He has three incomes
 。


incomplete
 incomplete是“不完全的”，uncompleted是“未完成的”。


incredible
 可以说His industry is incredible（1．他的勤奋使人不能相信。2．他非常勤奋）。但不可说：

His industry is not incredible.

Is his industry incredible?

If his industry is incredible, I hope to profit by his example.

I want to work with someone whose industry is incredible.

参见most 4



indebted 1．
 注意下面三句里的介词：

I am greatly indebted to
 you.

I am greatly indebted for
 your help.

I am greatly indebted to
 you for
 your help.

不可说I am greatly indebted to
 your help。

虽然不可说I am greatly indebted to your help，却可以说I am greatly indebted to your kindness
 和I am greatly indebted to your courtesy
 和I am greatly indebted to your suggestions
 and criticisms
 。


2．
 注意I am greatly indebted to you for giving
 me so much help里的giving前面没有your，也注意giving me不可改作receiving。giving是you的动作，receiving是I的动作。


3．
 indebted比obliged语气重些，但也通常用于小事，不用于大事。


4．
 indebted作“蒙恩”解，不一定有“感激”的意思。如I am indebted to you作“我蒙你的恩”解，自己承认“蒙恩”当然含有“感激”的意思，但He is indebted to you作“他蒙你的恩”解，也许他并不“感激”。


5．
 可以说much
 indebted或very much
 indebted，不可说very
 indebted。


independence 1．
 Independence Day（美国国庆日，7月4日）前面没有the。


2．
 The independence of
 the American colonies was declared里用of，The American colonies declared their independence of
 Great Britain里也用of，注意这两个of意思不同，第二个of有from的意义。


independent(ly)
 independent和independently后面都接of，不接on或upon，如Matter objectively exists independent of
 human consciousness和He completed the work independently of
 anybody's help 里都用of，不可用on或upon。


index
 an index to
 the book等表达方式里用to，不用of或in。


indication 1．
 Indications are that there will be a good harvest里习惯用复数形式，前面习惯没有the。


2．
 There is
 not much
 indication that there will be a typhoon和There are
 not many
 indications that there will be a typhoon意思相同。


Indies
 East Indies（东印度群岛）和West Indies（西印度群岛）前面有the。


indifferent 1．
 indifferent不可用作“并非不同的”或“相同的”解。


2．
 indifferent（不关心的、不介意的）后面接to，偶尔接towards，如indifferent to
 （或towards
 ）pleasure和indifferent to
 （或towards
 ）discomfort。


indignant 1．
 indignant并不统指“发怒”，而指发怒者遇到他所认为卑鄙、残暴、不公平的事而发怒，他感到“岂有此理”才会indignant。但注意说某人对于某事indignant，只说那个人把那件事看作“岂有此理”而发怒，并不意味着说话者跟那个人对那件事有同样的看法。如假定甲因为工作粗枝大叶而受到弟弟乙的善意批评，甲竟把弟弟的批评哥哥看作“岂有此理”，因而发怒起来。丙对丁说甲was indignant with his brother for critisizing him，并不意味着丙对甲表示同意或同情。


2．
 indignant后面有时接以that引导的从句。


indignation
 参见indignant 1



individual
 individual作“个人”解，是和“家庭”、“社会”、“团体”等相对的。该避免泛用作“人”解。


indorse
 参见endorse



induce
 induce作“劝诱成功”解， 假使劝诱而不成功便不可用induce。例如：He has induced her to go是“他已经劝诱她而她真的去了”。又如I shall induce him to go是“我将劝诱他而使他真的去”。没有“姑妄劝之”的意思。I shall try
 to induce him to go才有这个意思。


industry
 industry有时统指“工业”，有时指一种“工业”，“多种工业”用industries
 。例如：Industry is of more importance than commerce. 和He is in the cotton industry. 注意第二句里有the。heavy industry（重工业）和light industry（轻工业）也是这样。

industry有时不指“工业”而指各种“行业”，如the
 shipping industry和the
 broadcasting industry。也可以说Hunting，fishing，and farming were the industries of these people。但单用industry总是指“工业”，不指其他“行业”。


infamous
 infamous（名誉恶劣的）不可用作“不著名的”解。


infant
 往往用it指infant。


infection
 参见contagion



infectious
 参见contagious



infer
 参见deduce 2



influence 1．
 在用作“影响”或“感化”解的时候，influence后面接upon或on。例如：This example has great influence upon
 （或on
 ）young people. 和The moon has an influence upon
 （或on
 ）the ocean.


2．
 He used to have great influence over
 that man和He used to have great influence with
 that man略有不同，用over表示对于那个人有权力，可以控制他，用with表示对于那个人有影响力，可以暗中左右他。


inform 1．
 inform不可有双宾语，如不可说He has informed me his new address，该在his前面加上of。


2．
 inform不可用作“报告（事件）”解，如不可说He has informed his new address to me，该改作He has informed me of
 his new address。


3．
 inform后面不可没有宾语而直接接以that引导的从句，如不可说I have to inform that
 I have removed to the above given address，该在inform后面加上you。


4．
 Please inform me where to get tickets和I should like to be informed when the meeting is to take place等句子里在where，when等词前面通常没有of。


5．
 inform不及tell通俗。


information 1．
 information除了指“控诉”以外，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。可以说a bit of information和a piece of information和an item of information。


2．
 information后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：I rang him up on getting the information that
 he had returned from his trip.

We have received the
 information that...和I have the
 reliable information that...等句子里的the往往省去。


3．
 for your information是公文和商业通信里的常用语。例如：For your information I may say that we have already done our best.


4．
 问讯处前面的Information的意思是“这里有‘讯’，大家可以来‘问’”。


informational
 参见informative



informative
 informative是“报告消息的、提供资料的”，informational是“属于供给information的种类的”。an informative book是“一本资料丰富的书”，an informational book是“一本供给材料（而不是供人消遣或从事宣传）的书”。


informer
 informer现在通常作“密探、告密者”解，不指“提供消息、情报的人”，说后者以及“检举者”用informant
 。


infrequent
 in
 frequent似乎比un
 frequent普通。


infringe
 infringe（侵犯、违犯）原来是及物动词，后面不该有upon或on，但infringe (up
 ) on
 现在很普通。


injury 1．
 injury，an
 injury和injuries
 都可以用。


2．
 injury后面接to，如an injury to
 his back，injuries to
 his legs和an injury to
 his feelings。


ink
 说“多种墨水”可以用复数形式inks
 。


-in-law
 father-in-law, son-in-law, brother-in-law等词的复数形式在英国通常是...s
 -in-law，在美国往往是...-in-laws
 。


innovation
 a new
 innovation里的new是多余的，该去掉。


inquire 1．
 inquire后面不可接指人的词，如不可说I have inquired him about the matter，该在inquired后面加上of。这句里的inquired是不及物动词，下面两句里的inquired是及物动词，注意也有of：

I have inquired of
 him the address of his brother.

I have inquired of
 him whether he could help me.


2．
 inquire his name, inquire the time, inquire the way, inquire the address, inquire the price, inquire the reason等表达方式里的inquire是及物动词。下面两句意思不同：

We must inquire the reason. （我们必须问这理由。）

We must inquire into
 the reason. （我们必须审查这理由［看看它是否能成立］。）


3．
 He inquired after
 you是“他问（别人）你近况怎样。”不是直接问“你”。


inquiry 1．
 make inquiries
 比make inquiry普通得多。说“问（某人）”该说make inquires of
 。例如：I have made inquiries of
 him.


2．
 在inquiry用作“查究”解的时候，后接into，如an inquiry into
 the matter。


inscription
 说“某人的碑铭”在inscription后面接to。例如：The inscription to
 the poet was written by his brother.


inside
 inside the room和inside a week等表达方式里的inside后面有时有of，这主要是口语用法。


insist 1．
 insist后面接on或upon。例如：He insists (up
 ) on
 the importance of accurate pronunciation. He insists (up
 ) on
 his innocence. 和He insists (up
 ) on
 learning to swim.


2．
 insist后面接on或upon和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He insisted (up
 ) on going
 with me，不可说He insisted to go
 with me。


3．
 insist on或insist upon后面不可接宾语和不定式，如不可说He insisted (up) on me to go
 with him，该把me to go改作my going。


4．
 下面两句意思不同：

He insists that she is
 careful. （他力言她是小心的。）

He insists that she shall be
 careful. （他坚持她该小心。）

这两句里的insists后面都可以加上on（或upon）it。shall be改作should be，must be或be也可以。假使把insists改作insisted，第二句里该用should be或must be或be。


instal(l)ment 1．
 instalment 主要用在英国，installment 主要用在美国。


2．
 pay by
 instal(l)ments
 和pay in
 instal(l)ments
 （分期付款）都可以说。pay by
 monthly instal(l)ments of ¥800和pay in
 monthly instal(l)ments of ¥800也都可以说。但The novel appears in instal(l)ments（分期发表）里的in不可改作by。

buy（或sell）on the instal(l)ment plan（用分期付款办法购买［或出售］）主要是美国英语，注意用on和the，不用an。


instance
 He speaks several European languages, as instance
 Spanish和He speaks several European languages, instance
 Spanish里的instance是动词，似乎用as比不用as普通些。


instant(ly) 1．
 instant（简写作inst.）作“本月的”解，用在注明日期，如the 28th instant（或inst.）。现在不及从前普通，最好不用，该用of this month或说明月份，如the 28th of this month和28 October。注意instant是形容词，不是名词，所以不可说of instant。也有人用of this instant October等，但不很普通。事实上简写形式inst. 用得比较多些。


2．
 instantly有时用作连接词，作as soon as解，例如：Instantly the bell rang, I got up to open the door. 这用法主要用在英国。


3．
 instantly不可修饰属于将来时态的动词，如不可说I'll come instantly
 ，该把instantly改作immediately。


4．
 参见instantaneous(ly)



instantaneous(ly)
 instantaneous是“一刹那间的”，instant是“一刹那以后的”，就是“立刻的”。instantaneous explosion是“极快的爆炸”，instant explosion是“立刻发生的爆炸”，前者着重在“一发即成”，后者着重在“一触即发”。instantaneous death是“猝死”（没有将死不死的过程），instant death是“立刻即死”（如受伤或中毒以后没有间隔）。The two movements are instantaneous是“这两个行动同时极快地发生”。The two movements are instant是“这两个行动跟着（某事）立刻发生”。

instantaneously和instantly有同样的区别。


instead
 instead后面的of当然是介词，但instead of后面也往往接名词和代词以外的词，如下面第一句里接形容词，第二句里接副词，第三句里接动词，第四句里接介词：

Things are now better instead of worse
 .

He walks slowly instead of quickly
 .

That increased instead of decreased
 our anxiety.

He laughed with instead of at
 us. （他跟我们一同笑，并不是嘲笑我们。）


instinct
 可以说an instinct for
 art和an instinct for
 diplomacy等。有时用复数形式，如the landlord's acquisitive instincts
 。


institute
 机关名称里用Institute或Institution并没有标准，我们该依照每个名称写，不可更改。


institution
 参见institute



instruct 1．
 可以说His father instructed him in
 mathematics，不可说His father instructed mathematics to
 him或His father instructed him mathematics。


2．
 instruct作“通知”解的时候，后面接宾语和以that或what等词引导的从句。例如：The Bureau of Education has instructed us that
 our term will end next Saturday. 和Please instruct me what
 to do with the damaged goods. 这样用法的instruct比inform严谨。


instruction 1．
 说“教育”或“训练”用单数形式，后面接in。例如：He gives her regular instruction in
 mathematics. 说“命令”或“指示”通常用复数形式。例如：We have not yet received instructions
 from the authorities. We must follow the instructions
 closely. 和As the book is designed for classroom use, it contains instructions
 for the teacher. 但有时也用an
 instruction。例如：We have received an
 instruction to inquire into the case.


2．
 instructions
 后面有时接不定式，如We have received instructions to resume
 the work。有时接以that引导的从句，如We have received instructions that
 we are to meet twice a month。那从句里往往用shall或should或虚拟现在式。例如：We have received instructions that we (shall
 或should
 ) meet
 twice a month. 和We received instructions that we (should
 ) meet
 twice a month.


3．
 instructions
 后面偶尔接for和宾语和不定式。例如：He has given instructions for
 the books to be
 sent at once.


instructional
 参见instructive



instructive
 instructive是“有教育意义的”，instructional是“属于教育一类的”。an instructive book是“一本有教育意义的书”，an instructional book是“一本教科书或以教育为目的的书”。


instructor 1．
 instructor（教师）后面通常接in，极少接of，如an instructor in
 English里的in最好不改作of。


2．
 美国大学里的instructor地位比教授（professor）低，也比英国大学里的tutor或lecturer低。


insurance
 He wants insurance（保险）on
 his furniture里的insurance后面习惯接on。


insure
 下面各句都可以说：

He is going to insure his life（保寿险）.

He is going to have his life insured.

The insurance company is going to insure his life.

每句里的life改作house，furniture，goods等词也可以。


intellect 1．
 intellect在跟emotions等相对的时候前面有the。例如：The book appeals to the
 intellect rather than to the emotions.


2．
 说某人的“智力”有时在intellect前面有an。例如：He has a
 keen intellect.


3．
 the intellect of the age和the intellects
 of the age都是“当代的知识分子们”。说“一个知识分子”通常不用an intellect而用an intellectual。an intellect指伟大的思想家，不指一般的知识分子或高级知识分子。如可以说Albert Einstein was a great intellect和William Shakespeare was a rare intellect，不可说Every professor is an intellect。


4．
 intellect比intelligence高，人类以外的动物可能有intelligence，只有人类才可能有intellect。猴子会做戏，表示有intelligence，却并不表示有intellect。人会写字或算账，表示有intelligence，也并不表示有intellect。人会创作文艺或掌握高等数学，才表示有intellect。一个人只要不是呆子，就可以叫做man（或woman）of intelligence，却未必是man of intellect。参见intellectual 3



intellectual 1．
 intellectual和intelligent的不同，相当于intellect和intelligence的不同，参见intellect 4



2．
 intellectual是“知识分子”，the
 intellectuals
 指某时某地的一切知识分子。


3．
 比较下面各语：

an intellect（一个有极大才智的人，如Einstein和Shakespeare）

an intellectual man（一个才智出众的人）

a man of intellect（一个有才智的人）

an intellectual（一个知识分子）

古今中外称得上an intellect的人当然极少。称得上an intellectual man的人也不多。说某人是intellectual man往往有“高不可攀”、“自命不凡”等含意，说I am an intellectual man或I am intellectual简直是自高自大。


intelligence
 参见intellect 4



intelligent
 参见intellectual 1



intelligentsia 1．
 intelligentsia指某时某地（尤其指某国）的一切知识分子，前面有the，如the
 intelligentsia和the
 Chinese intelligentsia。


intend 1．
 intend后面接不定式比接动名词普通，如I intend to go
 比I intend going
 普通。


2．
 下面每组里的第一句比第二句和第三句（第三句里用虚拟现在式）普通。





3．
 I had intended to come
 , but was prevented by the bad weather比I intended to have come
 , but was prevented by the bad weather合理。


intense
 参见intensive



intensive
 intensive跟extensive相对，作“集中的”解，不作“强烈的”解，说“强烈的”该用intense。如intensive
 bombardment是“向某地集中的炮轰”，未必是“强烈的”，intense
 bombardment是“强烈的炮轰”，未必是“集中的”。


intent 1．
 intent（名词）除了在to all intents（and purposes）（实际上、几乎在一切方面）中以外，现在几乎只用在法律用语with intent to ...（不定式）（以…为目的）里。说“目的”或“意志”通常用intention而不用intent。


2．
 intent（形容词）后接on或upon和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说She is intent (up
 ) on helping
 you all，不可说She is intent to help
 you all。


intention 1．
 intention在单独用的时候，后面通常接不定式，如intention to be
 useful和intention to help
 everybody。intention前面用了my，your，no，the，an，some，any，all，every等词，后面通常接of和动名词，如my
 intention of going
 ，no
 intention of doing
 so，some
 intention of trying
 again和every
 intention of seeing
 them。复数形式intentions后接of和动名词，如intentions of doing
 good。


2．
 intention in ...ing
 和intention of
 ...ing意思不同，比较下面两句：

My intention in
 writing this book is to tell the story of the poet's life from my personal knowledge of him.

I have told the poet of my intention of
 telling the story of his life from my personal knowledge of him.


3．
 intentions
 并不专指“多个意图”，如下面各句里的intentions
 并没有“多个”的意思：

I don't doubt your intentions
 , but I wonder whether you are doing it in the right way.

Philip meditated a fresh attempt, but concealed his intentions
 .

Everybody believes in the good intentions
 of the promoters of the plan.


interchange
 mutual
 interchange, interchange mutually
 , interchange with each other
 （或one another
 ）和interchange together
 该避免，单用interchange够了。


interest 1．
 in the interest(s
 ) of truth（为了真理），in the interest(s
 ) of peace等表达方式里用interest或interests
 都可以。


2．
 注意下面两句里所用的介词不同：

I have（或take）no interest in
 this subject.

This subject has no interest for
 （偶尔用to
 ）me.

第一句里的interest指一种感觉，第二句里的interest指引起那种感觉的特质。下面第一句里的interest用在第一种意思，注意前面用with，with ...interest是状语短语，第二句里的interest用在第二种意思，注意前面用of，of...interest是形容词短语：

I study this subject with
 great interest.

This subject is of
 great interest to me.


3．
 scholarly interests
 和intellectual interests
 等表达方式里的interests
 指各种被注意或关心的事物。


4．
 interest（动词）作“引起…的注意或关心”解，它的主语也许是那被注意或关心的事物，也许不是。例如：This subject interests him greatly. 和I shall try to interest him in
 this subject. 注意第二句里用in。


interested 1．
 interested（感兴趣的、注意的、关心的）后面接in。例如：Everybody should be interested in
 politics.


2．
 interested后面接不定式或接in和动名词都可以。例如：I am interested to hear
 （或in hearing
 ）about cosmic rockets（宇宙火箭）.


3．
 much
 interested和very much
 interested和very
 interested都可以说。参见much 3



4．
 interested后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：He was deeply interested that
 I had bought so rare a book.


5．
 关于an interested look（一个关心的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


interfere
 interfere with
 是“打扰”或“妨碍”。例如：You must not interfere with
 him. 和You must not interfere with
 his work. interfere in
 是“干涉”。例如：You must not interfere in
 what does not concern you.


interject
 interject的后面偶尔可以接以that引导的从句。例如：She interjected that
 she had never heard of him before.


interval 1．
 at frequent intervals直译作“频频”，就是“时常间断”的意思，用作frequently解是错误的。


2．
 比较下面两句：

We shall meet at not less
 than weekly intervals. （我们将每星期集会一次。意即至多每周一次。）

We shall meet at not more
 than weekly intervals. （我们将每星期集会一次。意即至少每周一次。）


3．
 注意下面各句里的intervals of...的意思：

Much rain fell, though with intervals of fair weather. （晴天的时间）

After many days of mental misery there would come intervals of peace. （安静的时间）

In the intervals of conversation he used to sing a little. （谈话中间的间隔时间）

She learnt French in the intervals of housework. （做家务事中间的间隔时间）


interview 1．
 interview通常作“访问（人）”解，不作“接见”解，如Brown interviewed Robinson是Brown访问Robinson，不是Brown接见Robinson。是Brown去看Robinson，不是Robinson去看Brown。写信给人，假使说if you wish to interview me是不很客气的，该说if you allow me to interview you或if you grant me an interview。但可以说I have three callers to interview today。


2．
 interview有时用作抽象名词。例如：There were five candidates for interview.


inter-war
 inter-war现在通常作“第一次世界大战和第二次世界大战之间的”解。


into 1．
 He walked into
 the room等句子里现在通常用into，不用in，但He walked in and out of
 the room等句子里用in比用into普通得多。


2．
 注意下面两句里都用in to，不可改作into：

He took her in to
 dinner.

The news came in to
 us.


introduce 1．
 introduce不可有双宾语，如不可说Allow me to introduce you my friend Mr P. D. Porter，该在introduce后面加上to。写介绍信该把收信人做to的宾语，如该说Allow me to introduce to you
 my friend Mr P. D. Porter，不可说Allow me to introduce you to
 my friend Mr P. D. Porter。


2．
 说“介绍”（书报）该用recommend，不该用introduce，如可以说Can you recommend
 (me) a dictionary? 不可说Can you introduce
 a dictionary? He introduced me（或you等）to
 the dictionary（或poem等）是可以说的，但这里的introduced作“使…注意或认识”解，跟“介绍（书报）”的意思不同。


3．
 He introduced English poetry to Chinese readers和He introduced Chinese readers to English poetry都可以说，意思相仿。


introduction 1．
 introduction和preface略有不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）一本书如果只有序言，那末称introduction或preface都可以，但用preface普通些。

（2）一本书如果兼有preface和introduction，那末preface一定在introduction的前面。preface说明全书的目的、范围、编辑方法、材料来源等，introduction总论本题，往往成为全书的第一章。


2．
 不论用作“序言”或“导论”解，introduction后面接to。例如：There is a long introduction to
 the book. 和This book is an excellent introduction to
 English composition.


intrust
 intrust远不及entrust普通，参见entrust



invade
 invade往往用作“（许多人）拥入（某地）”解，不含“进攻”或“侵犯”的意思。例如：A crowd of visitors invaded the little house.


invaluable
 invaluable并不跟valuable相反，却作“宝贵得不可估量的”解，就是说“极宝贵的”。


invent
 参见discover



inventory
 inventory用作“清查存货”（stock-taking）解是美国英语。


invitation
 invitation后面有时接不定式。例如：We have sent him an invitation to deliver
 a lecture on the international situation.


invite 1．
 说“请人教授”、“请人诊病”、“请人帮忙”等都不可用invite。invite通常用在不很劳苦而使人高兴做的事，如演讲、唱歌、跳舞和聚餐。


2．
 写信给被请的人通常不用invite，如不可说I
 invite you
 to dinner tomorrow，该把invite改作ask。但可以说He
 has invited me
 to dinner tomorrow。


3．
 He invited me to
 tea比He invited me for
 tea普通。


IOU
 IOU（借据）代表I owe you（我欠你）三个词的发音，并不是任何词的简写形式，所以每个字母后面照理没有句号。但也有人用句号。


Irish
 Irishman不可写作Irish man，但every Irish man and woman和Irish men and women里的Irish man和Irish men不错。


Irishman
 Irishman指男子，不指女子，指女子该用Irishwoman，但Irishmen
 往往统指爱尔兰人。


irritate(d)
 关于an irritated voice（一个恼怒的语声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


is
 as is是美国商业用语，用于出卖次货，它的意思是“按照现状出卖，不加变更，也不能保证质量”。例如：We will sell it as is
 for ¥50. The car was sold as is
 . 和These chairs are to be sold as is
 . 注意：即使指过去的事也用is，不用was。即使指两个或两个以上的东西也用is，不用are。


island 1．
 island前面通常用on。偶尔用in。英国人所说in this
 island（指“在英国”）中用in，极少用on。in these
 islands里用in。


2．
 在群岛名的前面该有the，如the
 Channel Islands。假使群岛名里并没有Islands
 这词，前面也该有the，如the
 East Indies。


issue 1．
 issue统指子女，指一个或多个都可以，但不指某个“子”或“女”。


2．
 下面三句都可以说：

The authorities issued clothes and shoes to
 them.

The authorities issued them with
 clothes and shoes.

The authorities issued them clothes and shoes.

有人以为第二句不好。


-ist(ic)
 communist，socialist，capitalist，imperialist，materialist，idealist等词原来是名词，指“…者”，相当于它们的形容词是…istic，如communistic和socialistic。但现在把…ist用作形容词比用…istic普通。


it 1．
 it往往用作主语或宾语，预示后面的不定式，如It is my duty to help
 him和I consider it my duty to help him。it有时用作主语或宾语，预示后面的动名词，但不及预示不定式的普通，如It is my duty helping
 him和I consider it my duty helping
 him。那动名词前面往往有my，your，this，that等词，如It is no good my telling
 him so和I consider it no good, this telling
 him so。注意this前面有逗号。下面的两句里it is有时省去：

What a bore it is
 to be kept waiting for an hour!

What a bore it is
 being kept waiting for an hour!


2．
 it 有时用作主语，预示后面的一个或多个名词。例如：It is very curious, that story. 和It is known to none of us, his name
 and nationality
 . 这两句里的逗号可以省去。


3．
 it往往用作主语或宾语，预示后面的以that引导的从句，如It is true that
 he is a foreigner和I consider it true that
 he is a foreigner。那that有时省去。


4．
 it有时用作主语或宾语，预示后面的一个以how，what，when，where，whether，why等词引导的从句，如It is not known how
 he came here和I want to make it clear whether
 she is related to him or not。比较下面两句：

It is not known what he said yesterday. （不知道他昨天说了什么话。）

It is not true what he said yesterday. （他昨天说的话是不确实的。）

第二句里的what he said yesterday不是疑问句，等于2
 所讲的名词。


5．3
 里所举的It is true that he is a foreigner里的true是形容词，不是副词。下面三句里It is和that中间的不是形容词而是副词、状语短语和状语从句：

It is there
 that accidents often occur.

It is through carelessness
 that accidents often occur.

It is when the lights have gone out
 that accidents often occur.

这三句是下面三句的强势式：

Accidents often occur there.

Accidents often occur through carelessness.

Accidents often occur after the lights have gone out.

Although the work progresses, it is but slowly里用slowly而不用slow，因为it is but slowly等于it is but slowly that the work progresses。


6．
 下面两句意思不同：

It is help that I need. （我所需要的是帮助［不是其他东西］。）

It is I that need help. （需要帮助的就是我［不是别人］。）

这两句语气都比I need help强。

就语法讲，that是关系代词，它的先行项是It，所以在第二句里在理论上该用needs
 而不用need，但习惯上那动词的人称是依照那表语（例如第二句里的I）而不依照那先行项It的。

第一句里的that改作which和第二句里的that改作who都可以，但都不及用that普通。


7．5
 和6
 里所讲的都是强势式。两种句法似乎相同而实际不同：5
 里所举的句子里的that是连接词，引导用作It的同位语的名词从句，那主句里的动词（例如is）后面接副词、状语短语或状语从句。6
 里所举的句子里的that是关系代词，引导修饰It的形容词从句，那主句里的动词（例如is）后面接名词或代词。


8．
 下面每句里的it和用作它的同位语的名词从句贴近，却不可把it省去：

I take it
 that you are about twenty-five.

He will have it
 that he has always done his best.

I will answer for it
 that my brother is honest.

You may depend (up) on it
 that he will be persuaded before long.

He insisted (up) on it
 that he was innocent.

I will see to it
 that everything is ready by five o'clock.

You may rely (up) on it
 that things will come right.

Can you swear to it
 that you saw him enter the room this morning?

There is no doubt about it
 that the weather is perfect today.

I took his word for it
 that he would make another effort.

第五句里的 (up) on it，第六句里的to it，第八句里的to it和第九句里的about it都可以省去。


9．
 A teacher's duty is to teach和It is a teacher's duty to teach意思相同，但语法结构不同。下面第一句里的whose duty is to teach和第二句里的whose duty it
 is to teach在语法结构上的不同相当于上面两句的不同：

A teacher is a person whose duty is to teach.

A teacher is a person whose duty it
 is to teach.


10．
 可以说give it me，send it him，bring it us等，但通常不说give me it，send him it，bring us it等。在美国通常说give it to
 me，send it to
 him，bring it to
 us等。


11．
 下面各句里的it代表前半句所说的情况：

He is thirty years old, and looks it
 .

You are much stronger now, though you may not look it
 .

She is a nurse, and she looks it
 .


12．
 下面各句是爱尔兰语，不是正当的英语：

It is very happy that he is. (=He is very happy.)

It is pleased I am to see you home again. (=I am pleased to see you home again.)

Is it writing a letter you are? (=Are you writing a letter?)


italic(s) 1．
 The sentence is printed in italics
 比The sentence is printed in italic普通。


2．
 The italics are mine的意思是“上面引语里的斜体部分是我加上的，原文并不印作斜体”。


it's
 it's现在只用作it is的简写形式，不用作it的所有格形式。it的所有格形式是its，没有撇号。


itself
 She is tidiness itself（她很整洁）和The sentence is simplicity itself（这句子很简单）等句是合乎习惯的。


ivory
 复数形式ivories
 有时用作“各种象牙做的物件”解。
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jade
 复数形式jades
 有时用作“各种玉器”解。


jail(er)
 参见gaoler



January
 参见April



jealous
 jealous of
 后面接指人的词有三种意思：1．“妒忌（他）”（例如妒忌他比我漂亮）。2．“惟恐被人夺去”（例如惟恐自己的丈夫被别的女子引诱）。3．“惟恐（他）夺去自己所爱的人”（如惟恐别的男子引诱自己的妻子）。假定Henry有爱人Helen，惟恐被John夺去，依照第二种意思可以说Henry is jealous of Helen
 。依照第三种意思可以说Henry is jealous of John
 。


jeer
 jeer（嘲笑）在英国通常用作不及物动词，后面接at。例如：They jeered at
 him. 在美国通常用作及物动词，后面没有at。例如：They jeered him.


job 1．
 说一个人“失业”该说out of a
 job，不可省去a。说多个人“失业”该说out of a
 job或out of jobs
 都可以。


2．
 the job of (a
 ) literary critic等表达方式里的a可有可无。


3．
 I had a job keeping calm是“我保持安静是很不容易的。”注意keeping前面没有in。把keeping改作to keep也可以。


join 1．
 说“加入（党派、社会、团体等）”用join，不可用join in
 。例如：He joined
 the Pupils' Association last year. 说“加入（某种活动）”用join或join in
 都可以，如Will you join (in
 ) the game? 和We shall be glad to join (in
 ) the discussion。说“加入（某种活动）”而那“活动”用动名词表达，用join in
 ，不可用join。例如：I joined in rowing
 .


2．
 join（参加）是一时的动作，所以不可说He has joined the club for five weeks，该说He joined the club five weeks ago或It is five weeks since he joined the club。


joy 1．
 注意下面第一句里有a，第二句里没有a。

This is a
 great joy to me.

This gives me great joy.


2．
 sing with
 joy, dance with
 joy, jump with
 joy等表达方式里的with改作for也可以。


joyous
 joyous似乎不及joyful普通。通常指性情上的经常的“高兴”。例如：a joyous family和joyous children。


jr
 在美国往往在父子同名的场合用Jr（=Junior）指儿子，如Henry Milton, Jr。逗号有时省去，Jr有时作jr。在公告里有时在父亲死后多年以后还用。复数形式有两种：The Henry Milton, Jrs
 和The Henry Miltons
 , Jr。


judge 1．
 judge him（评论他）和judge of
 him都可以说。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

I judge him to be
 a perfect student.

I judge him a perfect student.

I judge that
 he is a perfect student.


judg(e)ment 1．
 Judg(e)ment Day前面的the可有可无。


2．
 a judg(e)ment of him
 是“对于他的一个判断”，a judg(e)ment of his
 是“他（对于某事或某人）所作的一个判断”。


July
 参见April



jump
 参见leap



June
 参见April



junior
 junior用作“大学三年级生”解是美国英语。


just
 just now有三个意思：“片刻以前”、“眼下”和“片刻以后”。第一个意思用在过去时态，第二个意思用在现在时态，第三个意思用在将来时态。例如：

She was
 here just now.

I can do
 nothing just now.

I shan't write
 to him just now.

注意：第一个意思不可用在完成时态，如不可说He has been
 here just now。第二个意思主要用在美国。


justice
 下面两句意思相同，注意第一句里有the：

I must do him the
 justice to say that he did do his best.

I must say in justice to him that he did do his best.
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keen 1．
 keen to go
 （极想去）和keen on going
 都可以说。


2．
 keen（热望的）后面有时接for和宾语和不定式。例如：His parents are keen for
 him to work
 on the farm.


keenness
 keenness（热望）后面可以接不定式。例如：There was keenness to work
 and to study
 .


keep
 keep后面接现在分词和keep on
 后面接现在分词都作“持续地或反复地…”解。例如：The boy kept (on
 ) trying.

注意：用on比不用on语气强些。keep或keep on后面的现在分词表示动作，如working，walking，talking，writing，smiling和losing，不可表示静止的状态，如standing，sitting，lying和sleeping。


kid
 kid（欺骗）后面有时接宾语和以that引导的从句。例如：You must not kid yourself that
 you are much more clever than your brother.


kidney 1．
 kidney是左右两个肾中的一个，每人有two kidneys。


2．
 a disease of the
 kidneys里的the不可省去。


kill 1．
 kill是“杀死”，“杀而不死”便不是kill，如不可说The landlord killed him, but he did not die。该把killed改作tried to kill。


2．
 They killed him dead
 和They killed him to death
 里的dead和to death是多余的，最好去掉。


kin
 在法律上只用next of kin，在法律以外用next of kin或nearest of kin都可以。


kind 1．
 下面两句意思不同：

You are kind to come. （你的来足以证明你的好意。）

You are kind enough
 to come. （你好意而肯来。）

第一句相当于It is kind of
 you to come。第二句相当于You are so
 kind as to
 come。


2．
 a kind of rose，the best kind of pen，this kind of bed等表达方式里的rose，pen，bed等词前面没有a。但what kind of a...有时也用，参见a，an 10
 。


3．
 a kind of rose，the best kind of pen，this kind of bed等表达方式里的rose，pen，bed等词都是单数形式。用复数形式的也有，但很不普通。two
 kinds
 of rose，these
 kinds
 of pen等表达方式里的rose，pen等词改作复数形式也可以。these kind（不是kinds
 ）of roses
 ，those kind（不是kinds
 ）of pens
 等表达方式英美人用得很多，但不算正当，最好改作roses of this kind，pens of that kind等，或such roses，such pens等。


4．
 all kind of和all kinds
 of都可以说。


5．
 kinds of...是“几种…”，不是“几个…”，如three kinds of book(s)是“三种书”，不是“三本书”或“三册书”。


kindergarten
 kindergarten（幼儿园）有时用作抽象名词，就如school用作抽象名词一样，如in kindergarten。


kindly 1．
 kindly用作形容词和kind没有绝对的区别，但下面几点该注意：

（1）下面各句都是常用的客气话，不可把kind改作kindly：

It is kind
 of you to come.

You are kind
 to come.

Will you be kind
 enough to come?

Will you be so kind
 as to come?

Please give your brother my kind
 regards.

（2）kind比kindly语气重，说“对…和善（或仁慈）”该说kind
 to...，不说kindly
 to...。例如：He is kind
 to all he knows. We all ought to be kind
 to one another. 和Be kind
 to animals.

（3）kind着重在本质，有“宅心忠厚”的意思，kindly着重在倾向、行为或容貌，有“和蔼可亲”的意思。a severe but kind
 teacher是“一个严格而忠厚的教师”，a severe but kindly
 teacher是“一个严格而和蔼的教师”。a kind
 act是“一个表示仁爱的行为”，a kindly
 act是“一个与人方便的行为”。kind
 criticism是“出于善意的批评”，kindly
 criticism是（出于善意而且）和风细雨般的批评。


2．
 Please kindly call again等表达方式最好避免，可以改作Please
 call again或Kindly
 call again。Kindly
 call again等句往往含有“你还是…的好，别违背我的话啊！”的意思，外表虽然客气，实际有命令性质。


3．
 kindly requested to...（不定式）有时在商业文件里见到。例如：You are kindly requested to keep the receipt. 实际是错误的，因为该说对方的动作kindly，不该说自己的请求kindly。You are requested to be so kind as to keep the receipt当然不错，但不很自然，还是用原句而把kindly删去的好。

但下面两句里的kindly是合乎习惯的：

We thank you kindly for your help.

I should take it kindly of you if you would tell me whether I might call on you tomorrow evening.


kindness
 your（或his等）kindness后面接in和动名词。例如：I am greatly indebted to him for his kindness in lending
 me his book. have the kindness和do me（或him等）the kindness后面接不定式。例如：He had the kindness to lend
 me his book. 和Will you do me the kindness to lend
 me your book?


kiss 1．
 kiss指一个一个的吻，如a kiss
 和three kisses
 ，不是抽象名词，如不可说the art of kiss
 ，该把kiss改作kissing。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

He kissed the baby on the mouth.

He kissed the baby's mouth.


knock 1．
 knock at
 the door似乎比knock the door普通。a knock at
 the door似乎比a knock on
 （或upon
 ）the door普通。


2．
 a knock是“一下敲门”，a double knock是“连续两下敲门”，a knocking
 是“一次敲门”，不论一下、两下或几下。


3．
 He opened to
 my knock是“他听到我的敲门就开门。”


know 1．
 know作“认识（某人）”解，know of
 作“知道有（某人）”解。例如：I know of
 him, but do not know him (personally). 说“知道有…”必须用of。例如：Do you know of
 any such shop in your city? 但know the fact和know of
 the fact都可以说。


2．
 I am glad to learn
 that...等句子里通常用learn，不用know。


3．
 Who do you think
 he is? 等句子里该用think，不可用know。


4．
 have known后面接宾语和不定式的时候，那不定式可以有to，也可以没有to。例如：I have known him (to
 ) say
 this before. never knew和have never known后面接宾语和不定式的时候，那不定式没有to，如I never knew him say
 this before和I have never known him say
 this before。假使have known，never knew或have never known改成被动语态，那不定式必须有to。例如：He has been known to say
 this before. He was never known to say
 this before. 和He has never been known to say
 this before.

假使have known，never knew或have never known的宾语后面的不定式是be，必须有to。例如：I have known him to be
 too busy to study. I never knew him to be
 too busy to study. 和I have never known him to be
 too busy to study.


5．
 注意下面第一句里用I know it，第二句里用I know：

He is going to get married, and I know it
 .

When his sister said that he was going to get married, I said, 'Yes, I know.'


knowledge 1．
 复数形式knowledges
 现在很少用，如a man of many small knowledges
 。但前面可以用a。例如：He has a
 perfect knowledge of English. 和I have only a
 slight knowledge of Shanghai.


2．
 knowledge of
 English（或Chinese等）不可改作knowledge in
 English（或Chinese等），也不可改作English（或Chinese等）knowledge。


3．
 knowledge后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He was surprised at the knowledge that
 his wife was dead.


4．
 knowledge后面有时接以how，what等词引导的从句。例如：The boy found himself in a boat without the slightest knowledge how
 he had got there.


5．
 to my knowledge和within my knowledge意思略有不同。例如：

They have met three times, to my knowledge. （据我所知，他们会见过三次［不是三次以上或以下］。）

They have met three times within my knowledge. （据我已知，他们只会见过三次［不是三次以上］。）


6．
 关于common knowledge，参见common 2



known
 This is the best system known
 比This is the best known
 system普通。


Koran
 Koran（可兰经）前面有the。


Kremlin
 Kremlin（克里姆林宫）前面有the。
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labour
 Labo(u)r Day（劳动节）前面没有the。


lack(ing) 1．
 lack是名词和动词，不是形容词，如不可说He is lack of experience，该改作He lacks experience。这里的lacks是及物动词。在用作不及物动词时lack现在只用现在分词lacking。这个lacking用作形容词，它有两个意思：“缺乏（某物）的”和“（某物）缺乏的”，如I am lacking in
 strength和Strength is lacking。注意第一句里lacking后面用in。lacking in ... 后面所接的名词通常是抽象名词，如strength，courage，perfection，interest，humour和variety。


2．
 There is
 no lack of ...（有很多的…）里总是用is（或was），而不用are（或were），不论of后面的名词是单数或复数。例如：There is
 no lack of literature
 on this subject. 和There is
 no lack of books
 on this subject.


3．
 for lack of（因缺乏…）里没有the。


4．
 lack可作“不足”或“没有”解。例如：

He cannot do this work for lack（作“不足”或“没有”解）of skill.

He cannot do this work because he lacks（作“不足”或“没有”解）skill.

He cannot do this work because he is lacking（作“不足”或“没有”解）in skill.

Skill is lacking（作“没有”解）.

下面两句当然都是说“没有”，而不是说“不足”：

Lack of a fire keeps the room cold.

The house lacks a kitchen.


lady 1．
 ladies and gentlemen不可改作gentlemen and ladies。参见gentleman 3



2．
 lady doctor，lady author，lady clerk等表达方式里的lady表示性别，作“女…”解。lady cook，lady nurse，lady help等表达方式里的lady表示社会地位，含有“干的工作虽然似乎不高尚，却被当作上等人看待”的意思。第二种用法只在英国流行。


lake 1．
 ...Lake和Lake...前面没有the，如Oneida Lake和Lake Erie。但中国的湖名不论音译或义译，前面往往有the，如the
 Dongting Lake（洞庭湖）和the
 West Lake（西湖）。


2．
 the
 Lakes
 是英格兰西北部一个风景优美的多湖泊地区，也作the
 Lake Country或the
 Lake District。the
 Great Lakes
 是美国和加拿大之间的五个大湖。the
 Great Lake是大西洋的别名。


lament 1．
 lament（动词）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：He lamented that
 he could never see his friend again.


2．
 his lamented death in l950里的lamented没有多大意思。


land
 复数形式lands
 可以用作“地产”解。例如：The landlord had all his lands
 confiscated. 但不可说a
 land，two
 lands
 ，five
 lands
 等。


landlord
 在英语民族的人们中用landlord几乎总是指旅馆主人或房东，不指地主。


landscaper
 landscaper是landscape gardener（园林学家）的俗称，landscapist是landscape painter（风景画家）的别称。


landscapist
 参见landscaper



landslide
 landslide指竞选中的“大胜利”，不指“大失败”，如a Democrat landslide指“（美国）民主党的大胜利”。


lane
 ... Lane（…弄）前面没有the，如Park Lane前面没有the。


language 1．
 Chinese language，Russian language，English language等表达方式前面有the。但在着重“语文”的场合往往不用the，如an elementary course in Chinese language和graduates in Russian language。假使后面接and literature，也可以不用the，如（the
 ）Chinese language and literature。注意the
 Chinese language and its
 literature里有the。


2．
 下面各句都不错，但不很自然，最好把the和language删去：

He is learning to write the
 Russian language
 .

She speaks the
 English language
 very well.

This novel has not yet been translated into the
 Chinese language
 .


3．
 spoken language和written language前面有the。


4．
 相当于language的形容词是linguistic，但language往往用作形容词，如language study，language student，language analysis，language usage和language difficulties。


5．
 English-language newspaper是“英语报纸”，English newspaper有时指“英语报纸”，但通常指“英国报纸”。


lap
 lap是“坐着的人从腰到膝的那部分”，就是抱小孩的时候小孩坐着或站着的那部分。注意：人坐着才有lap，站起来就没有lap。lap并不是肉体的一部分，决不可说lap里痛或痒。一个人只有一个lap，不可能有两个。


large
 参见big



last(ly) 1．
 关于lastly的用法，参见firstly
 。但lastly往往用作“末了”解。例如：Lastly，I must explain that I fully agree with what the chairman says. 用Lastly并不意味着上文用过First(ly)，Secondly，Thirdly等。firstly没有相当于这用法的用法。


2．
 the last two
 ，the last three
 等表达方式比the two last
 ，the three last
 等表达方式普通，也合理些。


3．
 last往往用作last letter（最近的信）解。例如：As I said in my last, I am in good health.


4．
 When did you see him last
 ? 和When did you last
 see him? 都可以说。


5．
 at last比at the
 last普通。at long last和at the
 long last都作at last解，但含有“虽然经过了长时期”的意思。

at last，at the last等表达方式都只指时间，不指文章里的“末了”，如不可说At (the) last, I have to repeat my advice。该把At (the) last改作Finally或Lastly。


6．
 last Monday，last night，last evening，last week，last month，last April，last year，last spring，last Christmas等都可以说，但不可说last morning，last afternoon或last day，该说yesterday morning，yesterday afternoon和yesterday。


7．
 在6
 里所说的几个last...都可以用作状语短语，前面不加介词，如可以说They arrived last Monday和I saw him last April。不可说...on
 last Monday和...in
 last April。但把last Monday，last Tuesday，last Wednesday等改成了Monday last，Tuesday last，Wednesday last等便该加上on。例如：They arrived on
 Monday last. 同样地，把last April，last May，last June等改成了了April last，May last，June last等便该加上in。例如：I saw him in
 April last. 注意不可说night last，evening last，week last，month last，year last，spring last，Christmas last等。


8．
 last Monday，on Monday last等里的last作“最近过去的”解，并不作“上星期的”解，如假定今天是10月30日星期四，所说last Monday或on Monday last是指10月27日，并不指10月20日。说“上星期的星期几”该说on ...last week，如on Friday last week。当然有时...last week等于last...或...last，如假定今天是10月30日星期四，所说last Friday或Friday last是指10月24日，Friday last week也是指10月24日。同样地，last April，in April last等里的last作“最近过去的”解，并不作“去年的”解，如假定现在是10月，所说last April或in April last是指今年的4月，并不指去年的4月。说“去年的某月”该说in ... last year，如in April last year。当然有时...last year等于last...或...last，如假定现在是10月，所说last December或December last是指去年的12月，December last year也是指去年的12月。


9．
 可以说the last week or two，不可说the last one or two weeks，但可以说the last two or three weeks。


10．
 You don't look a day older than the
 last time I saw you years ago里的the用的多，不用的少。The last
 time I heard of him he was in the army里的The也用的多，不用的少。The
 last I heard of him he was in the army里的The也用的多，不用的少。


11．
 the last thing是习语，用作状语短语，作“作为最后做的一件事”解。例如：We must lock the door the last thing
 , before we go to bed.


12．
 of the last importance和in the last degree里的last都作“极端的”解。


13．
 说“末第二”，“末第三”等不可说last second，last third等，该说last but one，last but two等。last but one直译作“除了一个以外的最后”，就是“末第二”。


14．
 至少有了三个人或物才有一个是last，例如在A，B，C里，C是last，在A，B，C，D，E，F里F是last。只有两个就没有last，如在A，B里的B是second或latter，不是last。所以可以说the last quarter
 of the century和the last third
 of the century，该说second half或latter half。


15．
 在理论上讲last是“最后的”，latest是“截至现在（或当时）为止最后的”，就是“最近过去的”。例如：This is his latest book, I hope it is not his last. （这是他的最新著作，我希望它不是他的最后的［著作］。）但事实上并不这样简单，下面几点该注意：

（1）last是“最后的”，latest是“最晚的”，要是把The last
 train on Sunday leaves at 11.50里的last train改作了latest train，在事实上没有区别。

（2）上面6
 ，7
 ，8
 里所举的所有例子里的last，在理论上都该改作latest，但在事实上都不可改。

（3）下面两句里用latest好些，但也可以改用last：

The latest
 news is that the floods are subsiding.

The latest
 number of the magazine came out yesterday.


16．
 last作动词用，作“持续”、“足够”解。下面四句都可以说：

The supply will last five days.

The supply will last me five days.

The supply will last for five days.

The supply will last me for five days.


late(ly) 1．
 late用作形容词或副词，lately只用作副词。说“晚”或“迟”只可以用late，不可用lately，如come late，sit up late，marry late in life等表达方式里的late不可改作lately。说“近来”该用lately。例如：He has arrived lately
 . 用late现在很不普通，该避免。说“不久以前…但现在并不…”用late。例如：Mr J. C. Jones，late
 of London, has arrived in China.


2．
 too
 late for the train（赶不上火车）等表达方式里的too可以省去。He got here three minutes late里在late前通常没有too。He is never late for（或to）school里在late前面不可加too。


3．
 at latest和at the
 latest都作“至迟”解。例如：We must finish the work on Friday at (the
 ) latest.


4．
 as late as l952，as late as 6 May等表达方式里不该在1952前面加in或在6 May前加on。


5．
 later和later on都可以用，如That happened later (on
 ) 和I shall call again later (on
 )。注意不可从现在算起说明若干时间而用later，如不可说I shall call again a week later
 ，该把a week later改作in a week。

下面各句里的a week later都不是从现在算起，所以用得不错：

I called on him on 24 July, and called again a week later.

I shall call on him on 20 October and shall call again a week later.

When you see him for the first time, you may think him rather inaccessible, but when you see him again a week later you are likely to find him quite likable.

As you have some extra work to do today, you'll have to leave the office an hour later里的an hour later作“比平时（或比原定计划）迟一小时”解。


6．
 lately和of late都作“近来”解，lately比of late普通。lately可以修饰属于完成时态或过去时态的动词，那动词也许指一时的动作，也许指持续的动作，如He (has
 ) arrived
 lately和He (has
 ) stayed
 at home lately。of late通常修饰属于完成时态而表示持续动作的动词。例如：He has stayed
 at home of late. lately和of late有时修饰属于现在时态的动词。例如：I do not read
 much lately（或of late）. 但不很普通。


7．
 the late prime minister，the late headmaster等表达方式里的late有时作“已死的”解，有时作“已退职的”解。在有可能被人误解的场合，该避免这用法。下面几点该注意：

（1）the
 late Mr Smith（已死的Smith先生）等表达方式里也有the。

（2）my late father，his late brother等里的late当然作“已死的”解。

（3）late作“已死的”解，只指死了不久的人，不可指死了好久的人，如可以说the late George Bernard Shaw，但不说the late John Milton。


later
 参见late(ly) 5



latest
 参见last(ly) 15



latter
 the latter（后者，和the former相对）只可以用于两个人或物，不可用于两个以上的人或物，如不可说He has three friends in Beijing, A, B, and C, the latter
 is a doctor, 该把latter改作last，last-mentioned或last-named。


latterly
 latterly现在不及lately普通。


laugh(ter) 1．
 laugh通常用作类名词。例如：He gave a loud laugh. 和He gave three loud laughs
 . laughter在现代英语里几乎只用作抽象名词，前面不用a，也没有复数形式。可以说Listening to my story，he gave a laugh
 from time to time, I don't know how my story caused so much laughter
 。He broke into a
 low clear laughter里用a，比较少见。a ...laughter是“一阵…的笑声”，比a ...laugh长些。


2．
 The laugh was against
 him是英国用法，The laugh was on
 him是美国用法。


law 1．
 Chinese law，Roman law，commercial law，international law等表达方式前没有the。说某国或某时的法律，law前面该有the。例如：This is forbidden by the
 law.


2．
 说“法律学”，law前面有时有the，有时没有the。说“律师界”，law前面通常有the。


lay 1．
 lay（放置）是及物动词，它的过去式和过去分词都是laid。lie（躺）是不及物动词，它的过去式是lay，过去分词是lain。注意lay的现在式和lie的过去式完全相同。把laid用作不及物动词是英美人常有的错误。注意下面各句里的lie，lay，lain和laid：

The books still lie
 where I laid
 them a month ago.

The books still lay
 where I had laid
 them a month before.

The books have lain
 here ever since they were laid
 here.

Let us lay
 the books here.


2．
 lain比较少用，上面第三句里的lain改作been lying普通些。


lazybones
 lazybones（懒汉）的单数和复数同一形式，如a
 lazybones和these
 lazybones。


leading
 leading可以作“主要的”解，如leading author和leading topic。但最好不用在question前面，因为leading question有它的特殊意思，就是“有诱导或提示性的发问”。


leap
 关于leap和jump的不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）leap不及jump普通，但Look before you leap和a leap in the dark和by leaps and bounds各种表达方式里的leap或leaps不可改作jump或jumps。

（2）leap比较客观，jump比较主观。例如：We watched him leap across the brook. 和I was afraid to jump.

（3）leap着重在跳的距离或过程，jump着重在跳的动作。例如：We watched him leap across the brook. 和We saw him jump up and run away.


learn 1．
 learn有时是“学会”或“学得”，有时是“学习”，比较下面每组里的两句：





2．
 learn后面接不定式比接动名词普通，那动名词通常指一种技术，比较下面各句：

I advise you to learn to swim
 （或swimming
 ）.

I advise you to learn to speak
 （不用speaking
 ）more slowly.

I advise you to learn to be
 （不用being
 ）polite.


3．
 I advise you to learn to be polite跟I advise you to learn how
 to be polite略有不同。第二句着重在“怎样…”


4．
 说“从（某人）学习…”在表示某人的词前面通常用from，有时用of，偶尔用with。例如：I am learning English from
 （或of
 ，或with
 ）an excellent teacher.


5．
 说“得悉”现在除了在whereabouts和cause（原因）两个词的前面以外，似乎总是用learn of而不用learn，如I have just learnt of
 his arrival （或success，accident，illness，death，marriage等）。


learning
 learning是从钻研而得的高深学问，可以指自然科学，但通常指文学、语言、历史等，不可用于一般学生。


least 1．
 at least有时作“至少”解。例如：He is at least fifty. （他至少有五十岁。）有时作“不论怎样”解。例如：He will at least die happily. （他不论怎样将死得快乐。）at the
 least=at least，但不很普通。


2．
 least有时作“即使最小”或“即使最少”解。例如：He wishes to know the least detail of your life. 和We are ready to advise everybody who is (in) the least interested in such matters.


3．
 not in the least是状语短语，作“一点也不”解。例如：He is not in the least interested in this subject. 有时在least后面加上degree，但不很普通。注意这种表达方式跟not a little大不相同，not a little作“很”解。

not in the least是状语短语，有时把in省去，但不很普通。not the least里的least用作形容词。有时作“一点也没有”解。例如：This subject has not the least interest for him. 有时作“最大的”解。例如：Not the least of the difficulties is that of obtaining enough water. （最大的困难便是得到足够的水。）在第一解里往往把not和the分开。例如：He does not
 take the
 least interest in this subject.


4．
 Least of all do I want to offend him里的Least of all作“最不”解，注意I前面有do。


5．
 注意B is the least more
 interesting than A (of the three, B, C, and D) 等句子里用least more。C is the least less
 interesting than D (of the three, A, B, and C) 等句子里用least less。参见more 7
 和most 9



leave 1．
 leave往往用在现在时态或现在进行时态代替将来时态，如I leave
 tomorrow或I am leaving
 tomorrow作I shall leave
 tomorrow解。


2．
 不可说leave away
 ，该把away删去。


3．
 leave不可用来说“与（朋友等）分别”，如不可说It is a month since I left him。照习惯该把left him改作last saw him或saw him last。


4．
 比较下面四句：

He left a watch to
 her. （1．他把一只表遗赠给她。2．他把一只表交她保管。）

He left a watch with
 her. （他把一只表交她保管。）

He left her a watch. （1．他把一只表遗赠给她。2．他把一只表交她保管。3．他拿去了她的一切，只留下了一只表。）

He left her with
 a watch. （他把一只表遗赠给她。）


5．
 His death left her an orphan作“他的死使她成为一个孤儿”解，orphan是表语。He left her a watch可能有三个意思（参见4
 里的第三句）。这两种不同的结构不可混用。在主动语态里很少有混用的危险。但在被动语态里有时混用，如He was left an orphan可能有“他被遗弃成为一个孤儿”和“一个孤儿遗留给他（叫他收养）”两个意思。


6．
 I leave you to settle up和I leave it to
 you to settle up都作“我任凭你处理”解。但leave后面接指人的词和不定式也会有其他意思，如I left him to do it可能有三个意思：1．我任凭他做这个。2．我离开了他，任他做这个。3．我离开了他去做这个（是我做，不是他做）。在有可能被人误解的场合，该避免这结构。


7．
 I shall leave the city soon等句子里不可在leave后面加上off或from。


8．
 leave是一时的动作，He has left for a week不是“他已经离开了一星期”，却是“他已经离开了，预备一星期以后回来。”“他已经离开了一星期”该说He left a week ago或It is a week since he left。


9．
 leave of absence of ten days和a
 leave of absence of ten days都可以说。


10．
 He took his leave yesterday里当然用单数形式leave，They took their leave(s
 ) yesterday里现在也通常用单数形式。


lecture 1．
 参见address 6



2．
 He lectured (to
 ) the children on good manners（他给孩子们作关于礼貌的演讲）有to或没有to都可以。

注意下面两句里都用lectured，不用lectured to
 ，第一句里用on，第二句里用for：

He lectured the children on
 their laziness.

He lectured the children for
 being lazy.


lecturer 1．
 lecturer（大学讲师）后面接on或in，不接of，如a lecturer on
 （或in
 ）biology里的on或in不可改作of，不可说biology lecturer等。


2．
 Mr Wang is a lecturer on（或in）physics in
 （或at
 ）Beijing University等句子里的physics后面的in或at不可改作of。参见professor 3



lecture(r)ship
 lectureship（lecturer的职位）不及lecturer
 ship合理，但比lecturer
 ship普通得多。


left
 left是“左”，right是“右”，似乎很分明，但有下面两点该注意：

（1）关于河岸的left和right参见bank 1
 ，并不相当于汉语里的“江左”和“江右”。

（2）每人有left和right两边，但在照片或图画里的left叫做right，right叫做left，这是因为依照看的照片或图画的人的左、右而说的。假定有人同甲、乙两人合影，甲在他的左边，乙在他的右边，在照片的说明里却把甲看作在他的right，把乙看作在他的left。不过要是用了on the left-hand side和on the right-hand side或on the left hand of和on the right hand of，必须依照那个人的左、右两手来说。


2．
 The author is seated in the centre, his son is on his
 left, and his daughter is on his
 right里的on his left和on his right两种表达方式可以分别改用on the
 left和on the
 right，或at his left
 和at his
 right，或at the
 left和at the
 right，或to his
 left和to his
 right，或to the
 left和to the
 right。

说到较长的距离通常用to。例如：The post office is a few yards to
 the right of the railway station.


legend 1．
 a legend是“一个传奇故事”，the
 legend是“这个传奇故事”，legends
 是“多个传奇故事”，legend则统指传奇故事。the
 German legend是“这个德国传奇故事”，German legend是“一般的德国传奇故事”。


2．
 比较下面两句：

He is a legend. （他是一个无人不知、无人不晓的传奇人物。）

He is a legendary figure. （1．他是一个传说中的人物［例如盘古氏或神农氏］。2．他是一个无人不知、无人不晓的传奇人物。）


legion
 Our friends are legion和Idioms of this kind are legion等句子里的legion作“很大的数目”解，是类名词，但用作形容词，前面不可加a。


leisure(d) 1．
 at leisure和at one's leisure不同。at leisure有时用作状语短语，有时用作形容词短语。at one's leisure只用作状语短语，不用作形容词短语。at leisure用作形容词短语作“有空的”解，后面有时接不定式。例如：I am at leisure. 和I am at leisure to chat
 with you. at leisure用作状语短语作“从容地”解。例如：We may proceed at leisure. at one's leisure作“在有空的时候”解。例如：Please call on me at your leisure.


2．
 说“有闲阶级”用leisure class和leisured
 class都可以。


3．
 He has (the
 ) leisure to read fiction里的the可有可无。


length
 The author's mother is drawn at
 full length in the story as Mrs Fox里的at有时省去。


less 1．
 严格地说，less指量（quantity）不指数（number），如可以说less money，less tea，less education，less traffic等，但不可说less yuan，less cups，less schools，less cars等，该把less改作fewer。说less than ten yuan是可以的，意思是“不满十元”，不作“不满十个一元”解。但事实上把less用作fewer解也有，如less people和less houses。


2．
 He is less clever than his brother和He is less clever than you think he is等句当然不错，但不及He is not so clever as his brother和He is not so clever as you think he is等普通。


3．
 注意I am not interested in her，still less（或much less）am I
 in love with her（我并不注意她，更不必说爱她了）里用am I，不用I am。


4．
 比较下面每组里的两句：




上面四句是下面四句的省略式：




在该用still more或much more的场合用still less或much less是英美人常有的错误。


5．
 关于more less，less more和less less，参见more 7



lesson 1．
 lesson和lessons
 （课程）后面接in和科目的名称，或on（或in）和科目的部分的名称。例如：a lesson in
 chemistry和lessons
 in
 composition，a lesson on
 （或in
 ）oxygen和lessons
 on
 （或in
 ）paragraph development。


2．
 下面三句都可以说，第一句最普通：

The children take lessons with
 a governess.

The children take lessons from
 a governess.

The children take lessons of
 a governess.


lest 1．
 lest所引导的从句里通常用should，如He hid it lest she should
 see it和He will hide it lest she should
 see it。不用should而用虚拟现在式，现在主要流行在美国，如He hid it lest she see
 it和He will hide it lest she see
 it。不用should而用shall，may或might的也有，但很不普通。不用should而用陈述现在式或陈述过去式的也有，如He will hide it lest she sees
 it和He hid it lest she saw
 it。但也很不普通。


2．
 在谈话里不用lest而用in case。


let 1．
 let的宾语后面的不定式没有to。例如：I'll let him do
 it. 假使把let用在被动语态里，那不定式有时有to，有时没有to。例如：He will be let (to
 ) do
 it. 但不论用to或不用to，这种句子很少见，通常改用allow。例如：He will be allowed
 to do it.

但let fall（无意中说出），let go（释放）和let slip（错过）三种表达方式用在被动语态里不算不普通，那不定式没有to。例如：

A few hints were let fall by the girl.

The prisoners were soon let go.

The opportunity was let slip.


2．
 Let him do
 it是“让他做这个”。Let him alone to do
 it是“信任他做这个（他会好好地做它，不会不做或做坏）”。注意第二句里有to，把to do改作for doing也可以，但不很普通。


3．
 let us里的us有时不包括对方，有时包括对方，如Let us know the time of your arrival里的us不包括对方，但Let us try again里的us可能包括对方（指“你［们］和我［们］”）。在包括对方的时候，let us可以写作let's。


4．
 比较下面三句：

Let's not try again.

Don't let's try again.

Let's don't try again.

第二句比第一句多些恳求的意味，第三句不合语法（don't不是不定式），不算正当。


5．
 说房屋或田地的“出租”通常用to let，不用to be let。例如：This house is to let
 . 但说“不出租”用not to let和not to be let都普通。说“出租或出卖”，“出卖或出租”，“出卖而不出租”，“出租而不出卖”等用to be let而不用to let，如This house is to be let
 or sold和This house is to be let
 , not to be sold。


6．
 说“出租（房屋或田地）”通常用let，不用let out，说“出租（车、马、服装等）”通常用let out，不用let。


7．
 let go（释放）和let go of意思相同。例如：He refused to let go (of
 ) the rope.


letter 1．
 下面两句意思不同：

Here is a letter to
 John. （这里是一封写给约翰的信。）

Here is a letter for
 John. （这里是一封已经送来的寄给约翰的信。）


2．
 by letter是习语。例如：I shall inform him by letter.


3．
 my letter是“我写的信”，your letter是“你写的信”。但在信函里有时把my letter指“我收到的信”，your letter指“我写给你的这封信”，如My letter from your sister has told me of your illness和I shall post your letter on my way to school。这种用法最好避免。


4．
 关于letter paper，参见letter-paper



letter-paper
 （或letter paper
 ）letter-paper是“信笺”（通常每张十英寸阔，十六英寸长，并不指各种大小的信笺），不指信笺的一张，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式letter-papers
 ，该说a sheet
 of letter-paper和sheets
 of letter-paper。


level 1．
 flood level和sea level前面都没有the。


2．
 下面两句里的level主要用在公文里：

This is a matter to be decided only at the highest level（最高级）。

I have some idea of the proposed solution only at the official level.


liable 1．
 参见apt



2．
 liable for
 作“有责任的”解。例如：You are liable for
 his debt. liable to
 作“该受（罚）或该付（税）的”或“易于受…的害的”解，如You are liable to
 the tax（或penalty）和You are liable to
 colds（易于伤风）。


liberation
 before liberation（解放前），after liberation，since liberation等表达方式里在liberation前面加上the也可以。


liberty
 I（或We）take the liberty to ...（不定式）和I（或We）take the liberty of ...ing作“冒昧”解，是信函里的陈套语，该避免。


lie 1．
 参见lay



2．
 下面两句意思不同。

He sometimes lies looking at the sky. （他有时躺着望着天空
 ［不是躺着阅读或歌唱］。）

He sometimes looks at the sky lying. （他有时躺着
 望着天空［不是站着或坐着望着天空］。）

下面两句里的read the newspapers lying和play the piano lying不可改作lie reading the newspapers和lie playing the piano：

Having a cold, he had to read the newspapers lying.

It is certainly impossible to play the piano lying.

参见sit 3
 和stand 3



3．
 lie（说谎）的过去式和过去分词都是lied。


4．
 lie在用作名词的时候作“谎话”解，是类名词，并不统指“谎话”。“说谎”该用tell a
 lie或tell lies
 ，不可用tell lie。


5．
 lie在用作名词的时候并不作“说谎”解，如不可说I hate lie，该把lie改作lying或telling lies。


6．
 lie不论用作名词（谎话）或动词（说谎）语气都很重，动词lie比tell a lie或tell lies语气更重，对人说他tell a lie，tell lies或lie都很不妥，英美人通常避免这个词而用fib或untruth，孩子们往往用story。


life 1．
 political life，cultural life，social life，country life，married life等表达方式前面没有the。但simple life（［不用奢侈品、不需别人服侍的］简朴生活）前面有the。


2．
 all his life，all her life等表达方式有时不指“一生”而指“从出生到现在（或当时）”，比较下面三句：

He lived there all his life.

He has lived there all his life, but will soon go to live with his son.

He had lived there all his life, but would soon go to live with his son.

下面是一个笑话：

A. Have you lived here all your life?

B. No, not yet.


3．
 I cannot for the life of me recall his name（我完全想不起他的名字）里的for the life of me改作for my life也可以，但不普通。注意Not for the life of me can I
 recall his name里用can I，不用I can。


4．
 life's work（终身事业）不及lifework普通。


5．
 比较下面各句：

They told us about their life
 （生活情况）in the interior.

Their lives
 have been full of activity.

Their married life
 （夫妇俩的结婚生活）has been most happy.

Their married lives
 （两个或两个以上的人的结婚生活）have been most happy. （假使指夫妇俩，那末至少有一个人曾经结婚过两次或两次以上。）


lifetime 1．
 下面各句里的lifetime意思略有不同：

He never left his native land in his lifetime. （一生）

He has visited New York three times in his lifetime. （从出生到现在）

He told me he had visited New York three times in his lifetime. （从出生到当时）

He hopes to visit Paris once more in his lifetime. （从现在到他死亡）

He said he hoped to visit Paris once more in his lifetime. （从当时到他死亡）


2．
 一个人有一个lifetime，多个人就有多个lifetimes
 。但说到同时代的人，用lifetime而不用lifetimes
 ，如within our lifetime和within the lifetime of men now living。during the lifetime(s
 ) of his three brothers里用lifetime或lifetimes
 都可以。


like 1．
 下面三句都可以说：

The pond is very
 like a mirror.

The pond is much
 like a mirror.

The pond is very much
 like a mirror.

形容词like后面原来接to，但现在省去了to。


2．
 like（动词）在单独用的时候指经常的爱好，不指一时的爱好，如可以说I like it，不可说I like it today
 。I should
 like to see him tomorrow等句子里的should不可省去。用would也普通，但在“标准英语”里不算正当。


3．
 like后面接不定式和动名词都有，下面几点该注意：

（1）说一时的爱好只可用不定式，不可用动名词，如He would like to
 dance
 with us tonight里的to dance不可改作dancing，I should like to see
 him at once里的to see不可改作seeing。

（2）说经常的爱好用不定式或动名词都可以，如He likes to dance
 和He likes dancing
 。

（3）说经常的爱好，对于简单的动作或情况用动名词比用不定式普通，如He likes dancing
 比He likes to dance
 普通，She likes being read to
 比She likes to be read
 to普通。但对于复杂些的事，用不定式比用动名词普通，如He likes to see
 his children at play比He likes seeing
 his children at play普通，He likes to work
 far intio the night比He likes working
 far into the night普通。


4．
 like作“喜欢”解，但not like在“并不喜欢”以外还有“厌恶”的意思，如假定你并不喜欢看见某人，但也并不厌恶看见他，便不该说I do not like to see him，该把like改作care。


5．
 like在单独用的时候指经常的爱好，不指一时的爱好，但don't like和didn't like往往指一时的“不肯”或“不愿”。例如：I don't like to disturb you. 和He stayed outside because he didn't like to interrupt us. 比较下面两句：

He didn't like to go
 with us, and so he stayed behind.

He didn't like going
 with us, though he did do so.


6．
 下面每组里的两句都可以说，第一句语气重些：





7．
 like（动词）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：I like that
 you write to me frequently. 和I should like that
 you should write to me frequently. 请注意这种结构不很普通。第二句里的以that引导的从句里用should。


8．
 I should like for
 you to write to me frequently里的for是多余的，最好删去。


9．
 比较下面三句：

I like you to write to me frequently.

I like your writing to me frequently.

I like you writing to me frequently.

第一句着重在“我喜欢”这原则，第二句和第三句着重在“你时常写信给我”这事实，严格地说，第三句不及第二句正当。


10．
 I like him比I have a liking for him语气重些。


11．
 不可说She is as like as her friend，该说She is like her friend。照字面讲，She is as like as her friend是“她的像（某人）正如她的朋友的像（某人）”。


12．
 把like用作连接词是常有的。例如：He studies English very hard, like he did Chinese some years ago. 依照“标准英语”该把like改作as。


likely 1．
 参见apt



2．
 likely在用作副词的时候，在英国前面总有very，most或more等词。例如：He will very
 likely agree. 和This will most
 likely happen again. 在美国以前有时单独用likely。例如：He will likely agree. 和This will likely happen again. 现在前面也总有very，most或more等词。


limit(ed) 1．
 limited company（有限公司）是limited-liability company的简写形式。有限公司的名称末尾用Limited或它的简写形式Ltd.都可以，Limited或Ltd.前面用逗号或不用逗号也都可以。


2．
 limit的宾语后面接to和动名词，不接不定式，如You ought to limit your activities to recording
 the facts里的recording不可改作record。


line 1．
 a line和a few lines都可以用作“短信”解。例如：Please drop me a line（或a few lines）as soon as possible. a few lines相当于“惠我数行”里的“数行”。信的开首有Just a line to tell you that...或A line to say that...等惯用语。例如：Just a line to tell you that I have passed the examination. 但虽然用了line，那信也许是很长的。


2．
 along these lines（关于这件事）是商业信函里的陈套语。在一般通信里该避免。


linguist
 linguist原来指“语言学家”，也指“能说（多种）外国语者”。后来第一个意思逐渐不用，“语言学家”用philologist，也有人用linguistician。但近几年来又把linguist用作“语言学家”解，philologist主要作“文献学（philology）家”解，linguistician几乎不用。


lion
 在把狮子当作打猎对象的时候，通常用lion而不用lions
 。例如：They went out hunting lion
 .


lipstick
 lipstick有时用作类名词，指一支唇膏，有时用作物质名词，指那物质。例如：Mary uses two lipsticks
 every year. 和Mary uses too much lipstick.


list
 in
 the list主要用在英国，on
 the list主要用在美国。


listen 1．
 listen to
 the sound是“听那声音”，listen for
 the sound是“用心去听那（尚未听到的）声音”。听觉不健全的人也许listen for
 了好久仍旧不能listen to
 什么。


2．
 listen to后面接指人的词和不定式，那不定式习惯没有to。例如：He listened to us talk
 . 也可以说He listened to us talking
 和He listened to our talk
 。但不可说He listened to our talking
 。


literacy
 literacy class（识字班），literacy campaign（识字运动），literacy test（识字测验）等表达方式里的literacy不可改作literate。


literature 1．
 Chinese literature，French literature，English literature等表达方式前面没有the。


2．
 复数形式literatures
 指“多种语言的文学”，不指“多种文学”，如可以说He studies both Chinese and French literatures
 ，不可说The novel and the lyric are two important literatures
 。该把literatures
 改作forms
 （或types
 ）of literature。同样地，a literature指“一个语言的文学”，不指“一种文学”，如可以说The Chinese people have produced a
 wonderful literature，不可说The novel is an
 important literature。该把an important literature改作an important form
 （或type
 ）of literature。

但a
 literature有时指关于某个题材的一切文章和书刊。例如：A
 large literature has accumulated round the work and personality of the poet.


little 1．
 little和a
 little不同（参见a，an 32
 ），但only a little或but a little等于little。


2．
 little和small略有不同，参见small



3．
 not a little作“许多的”、“许多”或“很”解，no little作“许多的”解，都跟not a bit（一点儿也不）和not in the least（一点儿也不）大不相同。比较下面各句：

It has given him not a little
 trouble. （这给他带来许多麻烦。）

He spent not a little
 on books. （他买书用去了许多钱。）

He was not a little
 surprised. （他很惊奇。）

He took no little
 pains over it. （他在这上面费了很多力。）


4．
 a little boy和a little water两种表达方式在语法结构上不同。a little cake可能有两个意思：“一个小饼”或“一点儿饼”。a little pain也可能有两个意思：“一个小痛”或“一点儿痛”。


5．
 注意Little did I think
 of it等句子里用did I think，不用I thought。


live 1．
 说暂时的“住”该用stay，不该用live，如I shall live at the hotel for a few days里的live该改作stay。


2．
 live（活的）是定语形容词，如live animals和live fish。一般不用于人，如说“当代活着的作家们”不可说live authors，该把live改作living。


livelihood
 参见living 2



live(-)stock
 live(-)stock统指“家畜”，不指“一只或一种家畜”，前面不可有a，也没有复数形式。可以说fifty head of live(-)stock。


living 1．
 living（活着的、尚在人间的）用在定语用法和表语用法里都可以，如a living man和He is still living。


2．
 make a living out of...是“以…谋生”，make a livelihood out of ...是“把…当作职业”。livelihood比living正式。


loan 1．
 make a loan是“借出”，不是“借入”，可以说We hope you can make us this loan。


2．
 loan用作动词（作“借出”解）现在在美国比在英国多用。


locate
 locate用作“开始居住”解是美国口语。例如：He will soon locate in Shanghai.


lodging
 说“住所”用lodging和lodgings
 都可以。例如：He is looking for lodging(s
 ). 现在复数形式比单数形式普通；lodging和lodgings
 并没有“一间房子”和“多间房子”的区别；但a
 lodging和that
 lodging等表达方式里的lodging不可改作lodgings
 ；those lodgings
 和one of the lodgings
 等表达方式里的lodgings
 不可改作lodging；board and lodging（膳宿）中的lodging不可改作lodgings
 。


lone
 参见alone 1



lonely
 参见alone 1



lonesome
 参见alone 1



long(er) 1．
 long用于head或skull指前后的长，不指上下的长。


2．
 long mile指“比一英里长的距离”。


3．
 long hours和long years指“长时间”和“多年”，并不说每小时或每年的长短。


4．
 下面两句里的in可有可无：

The chance was long (in
 ) coming. （那机会来得迟。）

He was long (in
 ) deciding. （他决定得慢。）


5．
 before long作before a long time has passed解，是“不久以后”，不是“长久以前”，如He came before long是“（过去的某时的）不久以后他来了”。不是“他在长久以前来了”。


6．
 注意No longer is picturephone
 just a laboratory marvel里用is picturephone，不用picturephone is。


7．
 比较下面两句：

Long after he went, I sat down.

Long after he went, I kept seated.

第一句里的Long修饰after，第二句里的Long修饰kept seated。


long(ing) 1．
 long后面接不定式，不接for和动名词，如可以说I long to see
 him，不可说I long for seeing
 him。


2．
 long后面可以接for和宾语和不定式。例如：I long for you to see
 him.


3．
 long后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：I long that
 you should see him. 注意用should。


4．
 longing后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：I feel a great longing that
 you should see him. 注意用should。


look 1．
 Look at that boy jump
 和Look at that boy jumping
 都可以说。第一句比第二句更着重在“跳”。


2．
 He looks like a monk和The tree looks like an elm等句子里的like不可改作as。

Jack looks like
 a monk跟Jack looks a monk意思相仿。但look like往往有“好像…而实际不是”的含意。


3．
 look forward to（盼望）里的to是介词，后面接名词或动名词。例如：I am looking forward to his visit
 . 和I am looking forward to seeing
 him. 不可说I am looking forward to see
 him。


4．
 look over
 （over是介词）the account和look the account over
 （over是副词）都作“查阅账目”解。


5．
 the look of him是“他的面貌”，就是his looks
 。his look是“他的一看（的状态）”。


looker-on
 looker-on的复数形式是lookers
 -on。参见onlooker



lore
 bird lore（关于鸟的一切传说），Egyptian lore等表达方式前面没有the。


lose 1．
 lose no time in ...ing通常做“赶快去…”解，但也可能作“不白费时间在…”解。在有可能被人误解的场合，该避免这说法。该说法里的in有时被省去。例如：I lost no time (in
 ) following up the idea.


2．
 注意下面各句的意思：

The opportunity was lost to
 him. （他失去了机会。）

The victory was lost to
 them. （他们得不到胜利。）

Now his daughter was lost to
 him for ever. （现在他永远失去了女儿。）

lost to...通常并不作“被…夺去”解，假定A和B两国打仗，A国的某城被B国占领，通常说The city was lost to A
 ，很少说The city was lost to B
 。在有可能被人误解的场合该避免用lost to。


3．
 lose有时有双宾语。例如：His laziness lost him his job. （他的懒惰使他失去了职位。）


4．
 lose是一时的动作，所以不可说He has lost his pen for a week，该说He lost his pen a week ago或It is a week since he lost his pen。但也有人说For a long time he lost the use of his left arm等句。


loss
 He
 was a great loss to the community和His death
 was a great loss to the community意思相同。注意loss后面接to。


lost
 参见lose



lot
 a lot of和lots
 of都作“许多的”解，都有口语性质，指“数”（number）和“量”（quantity）都可以，如a lot of men和a lot of money
 ，lots of men和lots of money
 。a lot of和lots
 of后面的词假使是单数，那动词也是单数形式，假使那个词是复数，那动词也是复数形式。例如：

A lot of men have
 arrived.

A lot of money has
 been saved up.

Lots of men have
 arrived.

Lots of money has
 been saved up.


loud(ly)
 loudly比loud（副词）多含“喧闹”的意思。We shouted as loud
 as we could比We shouted as loudly
 as we could普通。Speak louder
 比Speak more loudly
 普通。


lovable
 lovable只用于人，有“和蔼可亲”的意思，并不含“美貌”的意思。


love 1．
 love用作“恋爱的对象”解通常指女性，不指男性。现在不及sweetheart普通。


2．
 信函里的With love to
 ...作“请向…致意”解，注意用to，不用for。


3．
 关于fall in love with有下面两点该注意：

（1）这语表示一时的动作，所以不可说He has fallen in love with her for years，该说He fell in love with her years ago或It is years since he fell in love with her。也可以说He has been
 in love with her for years。

（2）这语表示心理上的动作，并不包括向对方有所表示，对方未必知道。即使They have fallen in love with each other，也并没有“心心相印”的含意。They are in love with each other也没有这含意。对于没有生命的东西也可以fall in love with或be in love with。例如：He fell into love with the idea at once. 和She is quite in love with the garden.


4．
 love（动词）通常被认为语气比like强。例如：

She likes
 him but doesn't love
 him.

'Would you like
 to go with me?' said A. 'Like
 !' said B. 'I should love
 to.'

但往往love用作like解。例如：

I love ice cream.

I love going to the cinema.

I love to go to the cinema, and love you to go with me.

I should love to go with you.

I should love you to go with me.

love后面接不定式或动名词，跟like相同，参见like 3



lovely
 在美国lovely用于人往往作“和蔼可亲的”解。


lover
 说“一对爱人”可以用lovers
 ，说“她的爱人”可以用her lover，但说“他的爱人”通常用his sweetheart
 ，不用lover。这是因为lover是“爱者”（one who loves），不是被爱者（one who is loved）。


low(ly)
 low和lowly都是形容词，也都是副词。相当于形容词low的副词是low，不是lowly，相当于形容词lowly的副词才是lowly。形容词lowly通常作“卑贱的”解，有时作“谦逊的”解。副词lowly很少见。low
 cottage是“低矮的小屋”，lowly
 cottage是“普通的小屋”。


luck
 luck是抽象名词，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式lucks
 。a piece
 of luck作“一件幸运的事”解。


lucky
 He is lucky to have such a son跟He is lucky enough
 to have such a son意思不同。参见enough 3



luggage 1．
 英国的luggage相当于美国的baggage，参见baggage



2．
 “行李”在美国一向用baggage，近几年来才渐渐用luggage，但在美国也往往把luggage统指衣箱、皮包等物件。说得明白些，英国的所谓luggage指旅客带着的衣箱、皮包等物件，店家出售的空箱和空包都不是luggage，美国的所谓luggage往往指店家出卖的衣箱、皮包等物件，一经旅客带着便不是luggage而是baggage了。


lunch 1．
 lunch在英国对于晚上吃dinner的人来说指“午餐”，对于午时吃dinner的人来说指早餐和dinner中间的小餐（参见dinner 1
 ）。在美国指任何时候的小餐。用作动词也有这个区别。


2．
 lunch有时指“餐事”，有时指“吃的东西”。不论作哪个解，有时是类名词，有时不是。例如：

We had an
 open-air lunch together.

I found him at lunch.

His mother gave him a
 lunch to take to school.

He could not eat much lunch.


lung 1．
 lung是左右两个肺中的一个，每个人有two lungs
 。


2．
 a disease of the
 lungs里的the不可省去。


luxurious
 参见luxury



luxury
 luxury hotel是“陈设豪华的大旅馆”，luxurious hotel是“奢华的，非常舒适的旅馆”。住在luxury hotel里未必感到愉快；luxury liner和luxurious liner有相似的区别。


lynch
 lynch law前面没有the。




M




macaroni
 macaroni（通心面）是物质名词，不指“一根面条”。


mad
 mad后面接不定式可能有两个意思：如She is mad to speak to the stranger可能是“她跟那陌生人讲话，那是狂妄的”。也可能是“她极想跟那陌生人讲话”。


madam(e) 1．
 写信给陌生女子时在称呼语里用Madam，Dear Madam或My dear Madam都可以。Madam最正式，Dear Madam最普通。注意用Madam而不用Madame
 。Madam对于已嫁或未嫁的女子都可以用。写信给两个或两个以上的陌生女子用Ladies，Dear Ladies或Mesdames，不可用Madams
 。Mesdames实际是Madame
 的复数形式，不是Madam的复数形式。


2．
 madame原来是法语，简写作Mme，用法跟Mrs相同。在英美只用于英美以外（尤其是法国）的已嫁女子，往往被歌舞家等用。


Magna C(h)arta
 Magna C(h)arta（1215年6月15日英王John被迫签订的“大宪章”）前面没有the。也作the
 Great Charter


magnet
 magnet在现代英语里不用作物质名词，如不可说Magnet attracts iron，该说Magnets attract iron。


maid(en) 1．
 maid和maiden都远不及girl普通。


2．
 说“未嫁的女子”用maid和maiden都不普通。说“上了年纪而不出嫁的女子”用old maid，不可用old maiden
 。但说“未嫁的”（形容词）用maiden，不用maid，如my maiden
 aunt。


3．
 说“保姆”用maid，不用maiden。


4．
 maid指“保姆”，不一定是“未嫁的”。


5．
 maiden name通常指“已嫁女子娘家的姓”，有时指她的“姓名”，如假定Alice Brown嫁给了Henry Webb，那末她的maiden name通常指Brown，有时指Alice Brown。


6．
 maid of hono(u)r指“主席女傧相”，是美国英语。


maid(-)servant
 参见maid 4



mail
 参见post 1



major
 major用作“在大学里所选的主要科目”解是美国英语。例如：Mathematics is my major. 也作major subject或major course。有时也指“选某科为主要科目的学生”。例如：I am a mathematics major. 也用作不及物动词，后面接in，作“把…选读作主要科目”解。例如：He majored in
 mathematics.


majority 1．
 the majority of people和a majority of my friends里的majority作“一半以上”解。the great
 majority作“远超过一半”解，如100个里的55个是majority，不是the great
 majority，但100个里的95个可算the great
 majority了。the greater
 majority和the greatest
 majority，the larger
 majority和the largest
 majority是英美人常有的错误。


2．
 majority现在主要指“数”（number），很少指“量”（quantity），如可以说the majority of books
 ，通常不说the majority of literature
 。majority的动词当然用复数形式。例如：The majority of my books are
 kept upstairs.


3．
 选举里的所谓majority，英国和美国不同。假定有三个候选人，共有40票，甲得25票，乙得10票，丙得5票，在英国人看来：

（1）甲比乙多得15票，所以有15票的majority。

（2）甲得到全票数的一半以上，所以甲有absolute majority或clear majority。

在美国人看来：

（1）甲得到全票数的一半以上，所以有majority。就是英国人所说的absolute majority或clear majority。

（2）甲比全票数的一半多5票，所以甲有5票的majority。

（3）甲的票数比乙和丙的票数的总数多10票，所以甲有10票的relative majority。

（4）甲比乙多得15票，所以甲有15票的plurality。就是英国人所说的majority。

这样看来，假使甲得18票，乙得14票，丙得8票，在英国人看来没有absolute majority或clear majority，却有majority，在美国人看来没有majority。


4．
 The majority（得票最多或较多的党等）is
 doing its
 best和The majority are
 doing their best
 都可以说。


make 1．
 He will make her a good assistant可能有两个意思：“他将使她做成一个好助手。”或“他将做成她的好助手。”当然He will make her a good wife和He will make her a good husband都只有一个意思。


2．
 比较下面各句：

He is making us some tea (=making some tea for us).

We will make you a discount of six per cent (=make a discount of six per cent for you).

The chairman is going to make us a speech (=make a speech to us).

I don't think he will make you a single reproach (=make a single reproach to you).


3．
 make（使）的宾语后面的不定式通常没有to。例如：His jokes made her laugh
 . 但假使把make用在被动语态里，那不定式通常有to。例如：She was made to laugh
 . His jokes made her to laugh
 和She was made laugh
 也不算错，但很不普通。下面两点该注意：

（1）在谚语里make的宾语后面的不定式往往有to。例如：Money makes the mare to
 go.（有钱能使鬼推磨。）

（2）We make our shoes to
 last（我们把鞋子做得坚固耐用）里的to last不可改作last，因为这句等于We make our shoes so that they will last。make是“制造”，不是“使”。


4．
 说“把（原料）做成（东西）”，假使那原料并不变化得看不出原料，那表示原料的词的前面用of，否则用from，如We make tables of
 wood和We make paper from
 rags。木材做成了桌子仍旧看得出是木材，但破布做成了纸便看不出是破布了。这里所说的“变化得看不出原料”，仔细想来，没有绝对的标准，如把面粉做成了馒头，不能断定是否“变化得看不出原料”，在这种情形用of或from都可以。

不用of或from而用out of，便加重了语气。


5．
 of first-class make（头等［技术］制造的），of Chinese make（中国制造的），of eighteenth-century make（18世纪制造的）等表达方式里都没有the。


6．
 下面各种表达方式都可以说：

a new make of motor，a new make of motors（比较少见），

some new makes
 of motor，some new makes
 of motors



making
 He has the making(s
 ) of a good teacher（他有成为好教师的素质）里用makings比用making普通。


male 1．
 male和masculine的不同，相当于female和feminine的不同，参见female 2



2．
 heir male和male heir（男继承人）意思相同。issue male和male issue（儿子们）也意思相同。


man 1．
 man单独用通常指全人类。例如：Man
 will conquer nature.（人定胜天。）和The garden seemed untouched by the hand of man
 . 有时指一切男子，跟woman（一切女子）相对。例如：Man
 is said to be stronger than woman
 . 虽然在指全人类或一切男子的时候，在语法上也被看作单数，它的代词是he，him，his等，不是they，them，their等。


2．
 复数形式men通常指一般男子。例如：Helen does not seem to be much interested in men
 . 有时指全人类。例如：Men
 have made history. 有时men被用来跟man相对，men指一个一个的男子，man指全人类或一切男子。例如：

Napoleon is said to have a contempt for ma
 n（全人类）in general and me
 n in particular.

Helen seems to be more interested in ma
 n（一切男子、男性）than in me
 n.


3．
 ma
 n friend，man cook等表达方式的复数形式是me
 n friends
 ，me
 n cooks
 等，但man-eater（吃人者）的复数形式用ma
 n-eaters
 比用me
 n-eaters
 普通。


4．
 the
 Martin man作“名字叫Martin的那个男子”解，是口语用法。


manage
 manage后面接不定式跟contrive后面接不定式意思相同，比contrive普通。参见contrive



management
 the
 management往往指某机关的全体主管人员，通常被看作复数。例如：The
 management have
 notified us of their
 decision. 偶尔被看作单数。例如：The management regrets
 the delay.


mandarin 1．
 mandarin原来指清朝的“官”（九品以上的官吏），不指清朝以前的任何时代的“官”。


2．
 mandarin指“官话”，前面没有the。


3．
 不可用mandarin指现在的普通话。


mankind
 mankind（人类）前面没有the。通常被看作复数。例如：Mankind are
 intelligent animals. 和All progressive mankind love
 peace. 有时也被看作单数。例如：Mankind is
 much happier than it
 was even so short a time as half a century ago. 注意用it，不用he。


manner 1．
 good manners
 是“有礼貌”，bad manners
 是“没礼貌”。manners
 =good manners
 。have no manners
 =have no good manners
 =have bad manners
 。manner（单数）有时作“大方的态度”解。例如：He has fair manners
 , but no manner.（他颇有礼貌，但态度不大方。）


2．
 manners
 和good manners
 虽然是复数形式，但不能计数，所以被看作抽象名词。前面用much或(a) little，不用many或(a) few。但Where is
 your manners?（你真没有礼貌！）和Where are
 your manners? 都可以说。


3．
 manners
 是“礼貌”，manner是“待人接物的态度”。但往往manners
 或manner在意思上几乎没有区别，如She has graceful manners
 和She has a
 graceful manner, I don't like his manners
 和I don't like his manner。


4．
 in this manner和a new manner of doing it等表达方式里的manner作“方式”或“方法”解，习惯上不用复数形式，如习惯上不说in these manners
 和the different manners
 of doing it。通常改用ways。


5．
 all manner of people, all manner of goods等表达方式里的manner作“种类”解，注意不用复数形式manners
 。有些语法家说all manner of是literary English。


6．
 注意by all manner of
 means（必定），by no manner of
 means（决不）和not by any manner of
 means（决不）里都用of，不用or，用or是英美人常有的错误。


man(-)servant
 man(-)servant的复数形式通常是me
 n(-)servants
 ，很少用ma
 n(-)servants
 。


manual
 manual（手册、教科书）后面通常接of，偶尔接on，如a manual of
 （偶尔用on
 ）English composition。


manufacture 1．
 of foreign manufacture（外国制造的），如These old machines are of Soviet manufacture（这些老机器是前苏联制造的）等表达方式里都没有the。


2．
 复数形式manufactures
 指“一切制造品”，似乎没有见过a
 manufacture。


manuscript
 manuscript指“原稿”，跟印成的文章或书相对。不一定指手写的，也指用打字机打成的。


many 1．
 a great
 many（很多）比a good
 many（相当多）语气重。两种表达方式后面直接接名词，不用of，如可以说a great（或good）many books
 。不可说a great（或good）many of
 books。但在a great（或good）many of
 my（或his，these等）books等表达方式里的of当然不可省去。


2．
 a many（=a great many）现在不算正当。


3．
 many a作many times a...（许多的，一个又一个的）解，后面接单数名词，那动词也是单数形式。例如：Many a man has
 tried it before.


4．
 下面各句都不合习惯：

The books are many here.（该改作The books are plentiful here或There are many books here。）

The books are a great（或good）many here.（该改作There are a great［或good］many books here。）

His books are many.（该改作He has many books。）

His books are a great（或good）many.（该改作He has a great［或good］many books。）

The books are many和His books are many有时可以说，但通常含有“虽然多”或“确实多”的意思。例如：

The books are many, but the pictures are few.

His books are many, though his pictures are few.

The books are many, but they are all poorly selected.

His books are many, though they are all poorly selected.


5．
 I don't write many letter是“我写信不多”。I don't like many wines可能是“有许多种酒是我所不喜欢的”，但也可能是“我不喜欢许多种酒（只喜欢二三种酒）”。


march
 March（名词或动词）on
 Science!（向科学进军！）里的on改作towards也可以。


March
 参见April



mark 1．
 说“某科的分数”在marks和指科目的词的中间习惯用for。例如：He gained（或got）high marks for
 composition.


2．
 可以说The paper carries
 100 marks, of which 40 are allotted to Part I and 60 to Part II。（这些题目共计100分，40分属于第一部分，60分属于第二部分。）


market 1．
 说“出售的”用on
 the market或in
 the market都可以，如there are many good pocket dictionaries on
 （或in
 ）the market和This is the newest radio now on
 （或in
 ）the market。


2．
 market用作“食品店”解，是美国英语。例如：He kept a meat market.


marriage 1．
 说A和B两人的结婚，有四种说法：1．marriage of
 A and
 B，2．marriage between
 A and
 B，3．marriage of
 A to
 B，4．marriage of
 A with
 B。


2．
 注意his son by
 his second marriage里用by。


3．
 注意He has made
 a satisfactory marriage里用made。


marriageable
 参见marry(ing) 4



married
 参见marry(ing)



marry(ing) 1．
 在现代英语里marry和be married后面都不可接with，如不可说He (was) married with
 her或She (was) married with
 him。该改作：



	He married her.
	He was
 married to
 her.



	She married him.
	She was
 married to
 him.



	They married.
	They were
 married.




说出了“某月某日”用被动语态比用主动语态普通，如He was
 married to
 her on 6 December比He married her on 6 December普通。


2．
 marry是一时的动作，所以不可说He has married for seven years；该说He married seven years ago或It is seven years since he married。但可以说He has been
 married for seven years，因为married是形容词。


3．
 不可说Do you marry?习惯上也不说Have you married?或Have you been married?该说Are you married?


4．
 下面三句意思不同：

He is not a marrying
 man.（他不是一个想要结婚的男子。）

He is not a married
 man.（他不是一个已经结婚的男子。）

He is not a marriageable
 man. （他不是一个在年龄上适宜结婚的男子。）


martial
 martial law（戒严令）前面没有the。


marvellous
 可以说He has written a marvellous poem，但不可说：

This is not a marvellous poem.

Is this a marvellous poem?

If this is a marvellous poem, you will do well to read it twice.

Try to write a marvellous poem on the subject.

参见most 4



masculine
 参见male



mass
 the broad mass(es
 )（广大群众）一语用mass或masses都可以。the Chinese（或French等）masses
 一语习惯用masses
 。the mass
 of the people一语习惯用mass。


massage
 massage是“推拿”。例如：I believe in massage.（我相信推拿［能够医治疾病］。） a
 massage是“一次推拿”，massages
 是“多次推拿”。例如：After a
 vigorous massage he felt like a new man.


master 1．
 master在指“控制者”的时候有时也用于女子。例如：His wife used to be his master. be master of（1．是精通…者，2．能控制…）和make himself（或yourself等）master of（1．成为精通，2．控制）两种表达方式里在master前面习惯没有a，但有时有the。有时也用于女子。例如：She
 was master of the situation.


2．
 Master Eric Jones, Master Eric, Master Jones等表达方式里的Master指十五六岁以下的孩子。复数形式the
 Masters Jones比the
 Master Joneses
 正式。


mastery
 mastery前面往往用a。例如：The man has acquired a
 perfect mastery of English.


masticate
 masticate远不及chew通俗。


mate
 不可把mate用作school(-)mate或class(-)mate解。


material 1．
 material和materials
 往往可以通用，如He is collecting material(s) for a dictionary和These papers afford us invaluable material(s) on all aspects of Africa。


2．
 注意the material on
 Dr Bethune's（白求恩大夫的）life in China 里在material后面接on。


materialist(ic)
 参见-ist(ic)



materialize
 materialize用作“发生”解是公文英语，在普通文字里最好避免。


mathematics
 参见-ics



matter 1．
 复数形式matters往往用作“情形”或“事态”解，并不指“多件事”。例如：He asked me how matters stood（他问我情形怎样），That won't mend matters
 （那是无补于事的）和That will simplify matters
 （那将使事态简易了）不可改作He asked me how the matter stood, That won't mend the matter和That will simplify the matter。


2．
 It is a
 matter of
 congratulation（或complaint，regret，indignation等）that...里的a有时省去，of改作for也可以。似乎a matter of
 最普通，matter of
 最不普通，matter for
 比a
 matter for普通。


3．
 the
 matter作“困难”，“麻烦”，“失常的事”等解。例如：what is the
 matter? 和The
 matter with us is that we haven't enough time. 但the
 matter习惯上竟被用作形容词，作“失常的”解。例如：There is something the matter
 with him.（他有些失常。）和There is nothing the matter
 with the machine.（这机器没有毛病。）注意the matter后面用with。

the matter既然有形容词性质，所以What is the
 matter?里的what通常被看作主语，而且习惯说He asked me what was the matter
 ，不说He asked me what the matter was
 。He asked me what the matter was
 的意思通常是“他问我那物质是什么”或“他问我那事件是什么”。


4．
 reading matter，printed matter，postal matter等表达方式里的matter是物质名词，前面不可加a，也没有复数。


5．
 说“做事”的“事”不可用matter，如不可说I have several matters
 to do today，该把matters改作things。


6．
 no matter whether...和no matter if...里的whether和if不可省去。


7．
 in the matter of（关于）主要是公文英语。


8．
 matter用作动词作“关系重大”或“有出入”解，主要用在否定句和疑问句里。例如：

It does not matter（或matters not）whether you will go or not.

The change mattered little to him.

Nothing seems to matter to him.

Does that really matter?

但用在他处也有。例如：

The essays deal with persons and things that really matter.


9．
 It does not matter whether you will go or not里的matter是不及物动词，下面两句里的斜体词是状语宾格：

That he may be wrong matters nothing
 .


What
 can it matter to you?


Matterhorn
 Matterhorn（欧洲山名）前面有the。


may 1．
 You may
 go是“你可以去。”（不去也可以。）You may not
 go是“你可以不去。”（去也可以。）但You may not
 go有时也作“你不可去”解，跟You must not
 go意思相同。在有可能被人误解的时候，该避免用may not。在答复May I go?的时候所说的You may not一定作“你不可［去］”解。Borrowers may not take out of the library more than two books at a time里的may not当然作“不可”解。


2．
 May I make a suggestion?里的May I...?有“你允许我…么？”的意思，是请求对方同意的一种客气语式。Might
 I...?比May
 I...?更客气些。这两句在语法上是疑问句，所以末尾用问号，但因为实际上等于请求句，所以也可以用句号。


3．
 You might...有时作“请你…”解，如You might tell me your new address。有时作“你该…而竟不…”解，如You might make a little less noise。You might have...（过去分词）往往作“你本该…而竟不曾…”解。例如：You might have written to me earlier.


4．
 说“也许曾经”该用may have...（过去分词），不可用might，如可以说He may have seen
 her yesterday（他也许曾经在昨天看见她），不可说He might see
 her yesterday。He might have seen
 her yesterday的意思是“他本来可以在昨天看见她［但实际不曾看见她］”。


May
 May Day（五一［劳动］节）前面没有the。参见April



maybe
 maybe在英国远不及perhaps普通，但在美国很普通。


me
 It's me
 和It wasn't me
 等句在“标准英语”里当然是错的，该把me改作I；但在口语里用me很普通。


meal 1．
 meal（餐）不是物质名词，a
 meal是“一餐”，meals是“几餐”。


2．
 meal有时指“餐事”，有时指“进餐的时候所吃的东西”。例如：

We had an early meal together.

We cooked a meal together.


mean 1．
 mean用作“意欲”解，后面接不定式，不接动名词，如I mean to make
 his acquaintance里的to make不可改作making。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

He was meant for
 an engineer.

He was meant to be
 an engineer.

这两句都有两个意思：“他被（他的父母等）使他成为一个工程师。”和“他天生有着成为一个工程师的才能。”


3．
 注意By
 that word I mean something different等句子里用by。


4．
 注意By
 that word is meant something
 different等句子里用by。也注意这里的主语something用在动词is meant的后面，By that word something
 different is meant
 也可以说，但不很合乎习惯。


5．
 说“（某词或某语）作什么解释？”该说What does...mean?例如：What does 'vitamin' mean?


6．
 mean有时有双宾语。例如：They mean us no harm.（他们并不想害我们。）


7．
 What
 do you mean?比How
 do you mean?普通。


8．
 I had meant to come
 , but was prevented by the bad weather比I meant to have come
 , but was prevented by the bad weather合理。


9．
 in the mean time跟in the meantime意思相同，也跟meantime（副词），meanwhile（副词），in the mean while和in the meanwhile意思相同。in the mean time
 现在不及in the meantime
 普通。in the mean while
 和in the meanwhile
 现在都不普通。meantime
 （副词）不及meanwhile
 普通。


meaning 1．
 meaning可以用作类名词，也可以用作抽象名词。例如：This is a word with six distinct meanings
 . 和Words change their meaning with time.


2．
 说“…作什么解释？”可以用What is the meaning of...?或What is its meaning?来表达但不及What does...mean?普通。参见mean 5



3．
 下面两句都可以说，意思相同：

This word has three senses
 .

This word has three meanings
 .

在in
 this sense, in
 every sense, in
 the strict sense, in
 the ordinary sense等表达方式里的sense改作meaning也可以，但不普通。


4．
 English meaning不可用作“英语解释”解，如不可说The English meaning
 of boy is male child，该说Boy means
 male child。English meaning指某词或某语“在英国的解释”。


means 1．
 means原来是复数形式，但习惯上有时当作单数，有时当作复数，下面几点该注意：

（1）means（财产、资源）虽然被看作复数，但前面习惯用much和little，不用many和few。例如：He had only a little means at that time.

（2）在用作“方法”、“手段”或“工具”解的时候，a
 means，such a
 means，this
 means，that
 means和every
 means当作单数，all
 means，such
 means，these
 means和those
 means当作复数，means，the
 means和on
 means当作单数或复数都有。


2．
 a means to
 an end里的to改作towards也可以，但不普通。


3．
 means（方法）后面通常接of或for和动名词，偶尔接不定式或to和动名词。例如：a means of
 （或for
 ）solving
 （偶尔用to solve
 或to solving
 ）the problem。


4．
 means（方法）前面用by。例如：You can accomplish your object by
 this means only.


5．
 by means of（用着…地、靠着…地）后面很少接动名词，如很少说Samuel had to pay the tax by means of borrowing
 money from friends。最好把means of删去，或把borrowing money改作money borrowed。


6．
 by all means（必然）和by no means（必不）比by all manner of
 means和by no manner of
 means普通。


7．
 注意下面第一组第二句里用are these goods，第二组第二句里用shall I。





meantime
 参见mean 9



meanwhile
 参见mean 9



measles
 Measles is
 contagious和Measles are
 contagious都可以说。


measurably
 measurably用作to some extent解，是美国英语。


measure 1．
 in a
 measure和in some
 measure都作“一部分地”解。in great
 measure和in large
 measure都作“大部分地”解，加上a也可以。例如：The whole thing was in (a
 ) great（或large）measure a mistake.（那整个事件大部分是个错误。）


2．
 measure up to（合乎…的标准、够得上…的资格）是美国英语。


meat 1．
 meat指用作食品的各种动物的肉，但通常不包括鱼和家禽的肉，不指一般的肌肉，说一般的肌肉该用flesh。


2．
 lobster meat, crab meat, turkey meat等是美国英语；在英国只用lobster等词而不用meat，如Do you like lobster? 不论在英美，说“猪肉”、“牛肉”、“羊肉”和“鹿肉”用pork，beef，mutton和venison，不说pig meat等。


3．
 meats指多种肉类。例如：There are meats, preserves, and pickles.（有各种食品，各种蜜饯和各种泡菜。）


medic(in)al 1．
 在现代英语里medical是“医学上的”或“内科医学上的”，medicinal是“药物上的”，两个单词不可混用，如medical
 （不作medicinal
 ）profession（医业）和medical
 （不作medicinal
 ）school（医科学校），medicinal
 （不作medical
 ）plant（药用植物）和medicinal
 （不作medical
 ）substance（药物）。


2．
 medical science（医学）前面没有the。


medicine 1．
 medicine和drug不同，下面有几点该注意：

（1）medicine可以用作物质名词，统指药物，drug却不可，如可以说He does not take medicine
 ，不可说He does not take drug
 。该在drug前面加上any或把drug改作复数形式drugs。习惯上“服药”说take medicine，不说eat（或drink）medicine，不说take a
 drug或take drugs
 ，take a
 drug和take drugs
 通常指“服麻醉药品”。

（2）medicine指合成的药或单纯的药都可以，drug只指单纯的药，如中药六神丸是medicine，不是drug，甘草是medicine，也是drug。

（3）medicine只指直接用于病人的药，不指制药的原料，drug却往往指原料，例如甘草在被当作药吃的时候是medicine，也是drug，但在被用作原料制成某种药品的时候只是drug，不是medicine。

（4）medicine通常指内服的药，不指外用的药。外用的药水叫lotion，药膏叫plaster，medicament兼指内服和外用的药。

（5）drug往往指“麻醉药品”。


2．
 “治某病的药”该说a medicine for
 ...。例如：This is a good medicine for
 colds.


3．
 medicine
 man跟medical
 man大不相同，参见medicine-man



medicine-man
 （或medicine man
 ）medicine-man是“野蛮人种中间的巫医”，跟medical man（医生）大不相同。


mediocre
 mediocre在一般英汉词典里注解“平凡的”或“寻常的”，其实往往含有“低劣的”的意思。


meditate
 “细细地想”现在说meditate on
 或meditate upon
 ，并不单用meditate，单用meditate作“企图”解。


meet 1．
 meet和meet with从前可以说完全相同，但在现代英语里下面几点该注意：

（1）说“遇到（迎面而来的人）”，“迎接（人）”，“跟（人）结识”，“跟（人）会谈”或“与（人）对抗”，用meet。例如：

I often meet
 him in this street.

I shall meet
 him at the station.

I was fortunate enough to meet
 him at dinner.

The owners were ready to meet
 the miners.

John came out to meet
 Henry in the duel.

（2）说“偶然遇到（人）”用meet或meet with都可以，说“偶然遇到（物）”用meet with，说“（在阅读的时候）偶然遇到（词或语句）”用meet或meet with都可以。例如：

I often meet
 (with
 ) him in the library.

I sometimes meet with
 such fish in the market.

I seldom meet
 (with
 ) this idiom in literary works.

（3）说“应付（困难等）”用meet。例如：

I shall do my best to meet
 this difficulty.

I shall do my best to meet
 this misfortune.

I shall do my best to meet
 these objections.

I shall do my best to meet
 these evils.

（4）说“遭遇（困难等）”用meet with。例如：

I met with
 many difficulties on the way.

I met with
 this misfortune on the way.

I met with
 a small accident on the way.

I met with
 strong opposition.

I met with
 ill-treatment at his hands.

I met with
 a strange adventure in the forest.

I met with
 many obstacles in carrying out my plan.

meet with
 an untimely end（不幸早死）里有the。但meet his（或her等）fate（死去）和meet his（或her等）end（死去）两种表达方式里没有with，meet (with
 ) his（或her等）death（死去）里用with或不用with都可以。

（5）说“得到（赞成等）”通常用meet with，有时用meet。例如：

My suggestions met with
 approval.

My application met with
 favourable consideration.

My book met
 (with
 ) a warm reception.

The play has met
 (with
 ) a great deal of criticism.

My performance met with
 much praise.

Their efforts met with
 much success.

The new pronunciation system has met with
 favour.

（6）说“满足（要求、希望等）”用meet。例如：

This will meet
 the market's demands.

This does not meet
 all her expectations.

This will meet
 the people's wishes.

This does not meet
 all her views.

This does not meet
 the students' needs.

This does not meet
 all her requirements.

（7）说“偿（债）”、“践（约）”等用meet。例如：

Jack always meets
 his liabilities.

Jack always meets
 his bills.

Jack always meets
 his obligations.

Jack always meets
 his engagements.


2．
 Meet Mr...，Meet Mrs...，Meet Miss...等是美国人的介绍语，如Smith在把Roberts介绍给Webb的时候，向Webb说Meet Mr Roberts。Pleased to meet you是被介绍的美国人的常用语，英国人通常不这么说，而说How do you do?


3．
 We are met
 here on an important occasion等句子里的met是不及物动词的过去分词，用作形容词。


meeting 1．
 meeting（集会）前面通常用at。例如：I met him at
 the meeting.


2．
 meeting在用作“礼拜集会”解的时候前面不用a或the，如They set out for evening meeting
 , I met him at meeting
 和He did not say anything in meeting
 。这种用法似乎只在美国流行。


3．
 meeting在用作“到会的人们”解的时候有时当作单数，有时当作复数。例如：The meeting expressed its
 （或their
 ）views freely.


melted 1．
 melted lead和molten lead都可以说，但The lead is being melted（铅正在溶化）里的melted不可改作molten。


2．
 The snow has
 melted是“雪已经溶化了”。The snow is
 melted是“雪（因为）已经溶化（而现在没有）了”。


member 1．
 不可说family member(s)，参见family 3



2．
 member of Parliament（简写作M. P.）是“英国议会议员”，通常只指下议院（House of Commons）议员。member of Congress（简写作M. C.）是“美国国会议员”，通常只指下议院（House of Representatives）议员。


membership
 membership有时用作“会员们”解。例如：Membership increased to 50 million.


memorial
 在作“为纪念某人而立的纪念碑等或写的纪念文集等”解的时候，memorial后面接to或of。例如：a memorial to
 Lu Xun（鲁迅纪念碑）和He wrote a memorial of
 the late H. W. Fowler.（他写了一篇纪念已故H. W. Fowler先生的文章。）


memor(ial)ize 1．
 memorialize是“向（政府等）提呈请愿书（memorial）”，memorize是“把（文字等）记住”，两个单词不可混用。例如：They memorialized
 the government the other day. 和I shall try to memorize
 all these phrases.


2．
 memorize不可用作remember解，如不可说I memorize him very well，该把memorize改作remember。memorize
 the lesson是“把这功课记住”，是一时的动作，remember
 the lesson是“记住这功课”，不是一时的动作。memorize
 通常只用于文字等，如可以说I shall try to memorize his name and address，但不说I shall try to memorize his appearance
 或I shall try to memorize his house
 。


memory 1．
 commit to memory（把…记住），quote from memory（从记忆中引用），write from memory，rewrite from memory等表达方式里的memory前面没有the，也没有my，your等词。commit to memory和memorize意思相同，参见memor(ial)ize 2



2．
 in
 memory of和to the
 memory of两种表达方式都作“为纪念…起见”解，注意用了in没有the，用了to便有the。


3．
 I have a good memory for
 names等句子里的for不可改作of。


menace
 menace用作名词不及threat普通，用作动词不及threaten普通。


mentality
 Chinese mentality，German mentality等表达方式前面没有the。


mention 1．
 mention现在只用作及物动词，后面不可接介词，如不可说He does not mention about
 （或of
 ）his parents in his letter，该把about或of删去。


2．
 mention后面可以接动名词或以that引导的从句，不可接不定式，如可以说He mentions hearing
 from her often和He mentions that
 he hears from her often，不可说He mentions to hear
 from her often。


3．
 注意make
 mention of中用make。


4．
 worth mention和worth mentioning
 都可以说。


merchandise 1．
 merchandise统指商品，不指一件商品，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式merchandises
 。


2．
 merchandise用作动词作“经商”解，现在只用在美国。


merchant
 merchant在英国现在通常指“批发商人”，尤其指从事于国外贸易的大商人，除了在coal merchant，wine merchant等表达方式里以外，不指“零售店主”，在美国往往指“零售店主”。


mercy
 They show little mercy to
 their enemies和Show no mercy to
 those persons里的to改作on也可以。


merit 1．
 merit有时统指“优点”（是抽象名词），有时指一个优点，有复数形式merits
 ；如This book has not much
 merit和This book has many
 merits。


2．
 according to his merit和according to his merits
 都可以说，这里merit(s
 )指“优劣”或“功罪”。


Messrs
 Messrs是法语Messieurs（先生们）的简写形式，借用作Mr的复数形式（参见Mr 5
 ）。用于以姓或姓名做名字而包括不止一个人的商店或企业（当然假定那些人都是男子），例如Messrs Black and Davis和Messrs M. Green and Company。下面有三点该注意：

（1）假使那商店或企业的名字里没有姓，就不可用Messrs。

（2）假使那商店或企业是几个人合办的，即使名字里只有一个姓也可以用Messrs，如Messrs Black。

（3）即使用了Messrs也可以把那商店或企业看作一个人而不是几个人，如his publisher Messrs Black。


metal
 metal统指“金属”，a
 metal是“一种金属”，metals
 指“多种金属”。


method 1．
 method是类名词，也是抽象名词。He has a
 very good method of teaching里的method是类名词，His teaching was too informal to be said to have method里的method是抽象名词，The only method he followed in teaching seemed to be the rejection of method里的第一个method是类名词，第二个method是抽象名词。


2．
 We can do it by
 the new method等句子里用by，不用with。


3．
 His method is by
 translating比His method is to translate普通。


4．
 a method of studying
 English比a method for studying
 English和a method to study
 English普通。


metropolis
 在英国the
 metropolis指首都伦敦。但在美国metropolis往往指一州（state）或一区的主要城市，不一定指首都。


mid
 in mid air，in mid Atlantic，in mid course，in mid stream等表达方式前面都没有the。往往在mid后面加上连字号，如in midair。上述各种表达方式用在文字里，几乎不用在口语里。


midday
 midday指正午l2点钟，不指一段时间，该说at
 midday，不该说in the
 midday或during the
 midday。


middle 1．
 in
 the middle of里用in，如in
 the middle of the street，in
 the middle of the night，in
 the middle of his work和in
 the middle of breakfast。但在month和year前面偶尔用at，如at
 the middle of the present year。


2．
 关于middle age和the Middle Ages，参见age 8
 。关于middle class(es)，参见class 5
 。关于Middle English，参见English 3



midnight
 midnight指晚上12点钟，不指一段时间，该说at
 midnight，不该说in the
 midnight或during the
 midnight。in the middle of the night指一段时间。但midnight用作形容词通常指一段时间，如the midnight hours和midnight studies。


midst
 in the midst of通常作“在…的中间”解。例如：In developed countries there is still poverty in the midst of
 plenty. 有时也作“正在（某个动作或过程）中”解。例如：Apparently he was in the midst of
 a struggle to live.


might
 参见may



milk
 milk指任何动物的奶，不一定指“牛奶”。


million 1．
 参见hundred



2．
 one and a half millions
 和a million and a half都可以说。three and a quarter millions
 和three millions
 and a quarter也都可以说。


3．
 把million译作“百万”当然不错，不过英美人的观念是“千千”，不是“百万”。


mincemeat
 mincemeat现在并不作minced meat解。


mind 1．
 There is something in
 his mind是“他在想着什么”。There is something on
 his mind是“他在忧虑着什么”。


2．
 make up his（或your等）mind后面有时不接什么，有时接不定式，有时接what，when等，有时接以that引导的从句，偶尔接to或for和名词。例如：

He has made up his mind.

He has made up his mind to go
 .

He has made up his mind what
 to do.

He has made up his mind when
 to start.

He has made up his mind that
 she should work more.

He has made up his mind to
 a certain course of action.

He has made up his mind for
 the worst. （他已打定主意来对付任何事变。）

make up his（或your等）mind to
 （是介词）有时用作“忍受”解。例如：He has to make up his mind to
 the hardship.

make up our
 （或their
 ，或属于复数形式的your
 ）minds
 里用minds
 比用mind普通。


3．
 have a great mind to...（不定式）和have a good mind to...（不定式）都作“很想要…”解。have half a mind to...（不定式）作“有些想要…”解。have little mind to...（不定式）作“不大想要…”或“几乎不想要…”解。have no mind to...（不定式）作“不想要…”解。have a mind to ...（不定式）现在很不普通，该避免。


4．
 call to mind和bring to mind都作“回想起”或“使我（或别人）回想起”解。例如：I cannot call（或bring）to mind what happened to me that night. 和Your story calls
 （或brings
 ）to mind something that happened to me some time ago.


5．
 give his（或your等）mind to和turn his（或your等）mind to两种表达方式里的to是介词，后面接名词或动名词，如He has now given（或turned）his mind to English literature
 和He has now given（或turned）his mind to studying
 English literature。不可说He has now given（或turned）his mind to study
 English literature。


6．
 Would you mind...ing?或Do you mind...ing?通常作“请…”解，有时作“你不可不…”解，下面几点该注意：

（1）把Would改作Should更合乎传统的语法，但事实上远不及用Would的普通。很少用Will或Shall。

（2）mind在这句里作“反对”解，全句直译作“你将反对…吗？”在答语里假使表示愿意（就是不反对），该说Certainly not或Of course not或Not at all，不该说Yes。事实上也有人说Certainly，不算正当。说No当然不错，但似乎不普通。在答语里倘要表示反对，说Yes当然不错，但习惯上不说Yes，却说I am sorry...等。

（3）这句在语法上是疑问句，所以末尾用问号，但因为实际上等于请求句，所以也可以用句号。

（4）注意mind后面接动名词，不接不定式。


7．
 mind和mind you都作“请你注意我的话”解，mind you里的you是mind的主语。例如：


Mind
 (you
 ), I have nothing to say against her.

I have nothing to say against her, mind
 (you
 ).


Mind
 (you
 ), I don't say that it is certain.

I don't say that it is certain, mind
 (you
 ).


Mind
 (you
 ), I don't mind minding the children so long as they mind me.（请注意，要是孩子们听我的话，我不反对照顾他们。）


8．
 mind（注意）后面有时接以that引导的从句，但那that通常被省去。例如：We must mind (that
 ) we don't hurt ourselves. 和Mind (that
 ) it doesn't burst!


9．
 Never mind后面有about和没有about意思相同。例如：Never mind (about
 ) the difference. 假使那宾语是代词，似乎用about普通些，如Never mind about
 them比Never mind them普通。


10．
 I should not（或shouldn't）mind...有时作“我很要…”解。例如：I should not（或shouldn't）mind a cup of tea.


11．
 mind（反对）后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：If she minded that
 he left her sometimes by herself in the evening, she never mentioned it.


minister
 minister（公使）后面接什么介词，跟ambassador相同，参见ambassador



minority
 说“少数民族”用minority，national minority，minority people或minority nationality都可以。


minute
 “5点55分”说five minutes
 to six和five to six都可以，“6点10分”说ten minutes
 past six或ten past six也都可以。但“5点56分”必须说four minutes
 to six，“6点11分”必须说eleven minutes
 past six，不可省去minutes。5和5的倍数后才可以省去minutes。


misbehaviour
 misbehaviour前面不可有a，也没有复数形式misbehaviours
 。


miscarry
 miscarry在现代英语里只用作不及物动词，如可以说The plan miscarried和The letter has miscarried，不可说The plan was
 miscarried和The letter has been
 miscarried。


misconduct
 misconduct前面不可有a，也没有复数形式misconducts
 。


misery
 复数形式miseries
 指种种苦处，如the miseries
 of a serf's life 和the miseries
 of the tour。不可用a
 misery。


misfortune
 misfortune统指一切不幸，a
 misfortune是“一件不幸事”，misfortunes
 是“多件不幸事”。


misplace
 参见displace



misprint 1．
 misprint是“印刷错误”，如假定该印作boy而误印了bog，bog便是boy的misprint，说Bog is a misprint for
 boy。严格地说，这种错误是排版上的错误，不是印刷上的错误，假使排得不错是不会印错的，但习惯上用misprint。


2．
 misprint用作动词作“排错或印错”解。例如：They have misprinted boy
 as bog
 . 但misprinted word却指那错误的单词，不指那正确的单词，如假定该印作boy而误印作bog，那受misprint的动作的单词是boy，但misprinted word不指boy而指bog。参见mis-spell



miss(ing) 1．
 miss（动词）后面接动名词，不接不定式，如We missed visiting
 the town里的visiting不可改作to visit。


2．
 miss或miss out（略去）有时指无意的，有时指故意的。例如：I have no doubt at all that I have missed
 (out
 ) completely a number of books and writers more worthy of consideration than some I have touched on. （无疑地，我已经完全漏去了很多比我已经谈到的有些书和作家更值得讨论的书和作家。）和When you copy the poem, please miss
 (out
 ) the second and fifth stanzas. （当你抄这首诗的时候，请把第二节和第五节略去。）


3．
 在用作不及物动词的时候，miss从前可以作be absent解。现在这意思只在现在分词missing被用作形容词的场合用。例如：The second volume is missing. 和The girl is still missing（失踪）.


4．
 Miss（小姐）虽然原来是mistress的简写形式，但现在不算作简写形式，后面决不可用代表省略的英文句号。


5．
 Miss用在姓前面指一家姐妹中年纪最大的，如Miss Butler。用在名和姓的前面指年纪最大的以外的，如Miss Ellen Butler。通常不用在名的前面，例如通常不用Miss Ellen，写信给Miss Ellen Butler该用Miss Butler，不该用Miss Ellen。单独用miss（如Good morning, Miss.）现在不算正当。


6．
 对于已嫁的女子不可用Miss。对于寡妇也不可用Miss。对于离了婚的女子通常也不用Miss，但倘若那本人喜欢被人称她Miss，便可以用Miss。参见Mrs 2



7．
 说到一家的姐妹们，the
 Miss...s
 现在比the
 Misses
 ...普通，如the
 Miss Butlers
 是流行的，the Misses
 Butler是旧式而正式的用法。

说到一家的姐妹们而说出各人的名字，或者说到不同姓的各个小姐，该用the Misses...，如可以用the Misses
 Ellen and Helen Butler和the Misses
 Butler and Bullen，不可用the Miss Ellen and Helen Butlers。用Miss Ellen Butler and Miss Helen Butler和Miss Butler and Miss Bullen 当然也可以。


mission
 mission在英国指公使或大使一行人以外的特使人员，在美国也指公使或大使一行人。


mis-spell
 mis-spell作“把（正确的词）误拼”解。例如：He often mis-spells since
 as sinse
 . 但mis-spelt（或mis-spelled）word却指那错误的词，不指那正确的词，如假定把since误拼作sinse，那受mis-spell的动作的是since，但mis-spelt（或mis-spelled）word不指since而指sinse。参见misprint 2



mistake(n) 1．
 by mistake和through mistake两种表达方式里都没有a。


2．
 注意if I mistake not（假使我的所见不错）中习惯用mistake not，改作do not mistake也可以，但不普通。


3．
 You are mistaken和I hope I am not mistaken等句子里的are mistaken或am...mistaken作“被误解”或“弄错”解都可以。通常作第二解。例如：But here, unless I am mistaken, is our old friend.（但是，假使我没有弄错，我们的老朋友来了。）在第一解里mistaken用作被动语态，在第二解里mistaken是不及物动词的过去分词，用作形容词。说“被误解”最好避免用mistaken，而用misunderstood或misapprehended。


4．
 该说much
 mistaken，不该说very
 mistaken。


mister 1．
 mister该简写作Mr，不该写作mister。参见Mr



2．
 单独用mister（如Good morning, mister.）是不正确的，该改用Sir。


mistreat(ment)
 mistreat和mistreatment都是美国英语，相当于英国英语maltreat和maltreatment。


mistress 1．
 “夫人”mistress该简写作Mrs，不该写作mistress。参见Mrs



2．
 说“某人的夫人”决不可说his mistress，这语作“他的姘妇”解。his mistress在现代英语里也不可用作“他的爱人”解。the
 mistress指“主妇”。例如：Is the
 mistress at home?


3．
 be mistress of（1．是精通…者，2．能控制…）和make herself mistress of（1．成为精通，2．控制）两种表达方式里在mistress前面习惯上都没有a。


mistrust
 mistrust语气比distrust轻些。


mistrustful
 mistrustful跟distrustful在意思和用法上都相同（参见distrustful
 ），但语气比distrustful轻些。


misunderstand
 misunderstand后面不可接以that引导的从句，如不可说Tom misunderstands that
 she is afraid of him. 该改作Tom misunderstands her to be
 afraid of him或Tom wrongly thinks that
 she is afraid of him。往往只用think而不用wrongly也能表示“误解”的意思，如The baby threw the pear to the nurse, thinking that it was a ball里不必在thinking前面加上wrongly。


modern
 关于Modern English和modern English，参见English
 3


molten
 参见melted 1



moment 1．
 moment有时指一点时间，如at
 the moment，有时指极短的一些时间，如for
 the moment。但不可用作抽象名词，如不可说little
 moment或much
 moment。


2．
 moment跟minute和second不同，并不明确说出多少时间，但比instant（这词也不明确说出多少时间）意味着长一些的时间。a long moment, some moments和a few moments都可以说。


3．
 at the
 moment和for the
 moment都作“当时”或“此刻”解。例如：I was busy at
 （或for
 ）the
 moment. 和I am busy at
 （或for
 ）the
 moment. for a
 moment作“暂时”或（和否定词用在一起）“一些也（不）”（for a moment加重否定词的语气）解。例如：For a
 moment I could say nothing. 和I do not for a
 moment think it possible. 第二句里的a改作one也可以，但不及用a普通。in a
 moment作“立刻”解。例如：I shall be ready in a
 moment.


Monday
 参见Friday



money
 复数形式moneys
 （偶尔作monies
 ）指“款项”，现在主要用在法律上，在一般文字里该避免。


monk
 monk在一般英汉词典里译作“僧”，好像专指皈依佛教的男子，其实指皈依任何宗教的出家男子。“僧”该说Buddhist monk或Buddhist priest。


monopoly
 monopoly在英国后面接of，在美国后面接on。


monster
 monster用作形容词作“异乎寻常地大的”解，如a monster mass meeting（大场面的群众大会）和What a monster potato!（好大的一个马铃薯！）这词通常用于有形的东西，对于无形的东西通常用monstrous，如a monstrous sum。对于动物，两个单词可以通用，如a monster（或monstrous）tiger。


month
 关于this day month，参见day 10



monument
 monument在作“纪念碑、墓碑”解的时候，后面接to，如George Pontifex put up a monument to
 his parents，在作“不朽的著作或功业”解的时候，后面接to或of都可以，如His dictionary is a monument to
 （或of
 ）his industry and learning。（他这部词典是表示他勤勉和学问的永久纪念物。）


moon 1．
 under the
 full moon（在满月之下），under the
 autumn moon （在秋月之下）等表达方式里有the。


2．
 moon偶尔被用作物质名词，指“月光”。例如：There was but little
 moon, and the night was cloudy.


moral 1．
 “道德”习惯上用复数形式morals
 ，如a man of perfect morals
 。his morals
 ，strict morals
 ，loose morals
 等表达方式里的morals
 通常指“性道德”。


2．
 morals
 是复数形式，但往往被看作抽象名词。例如：He had not much
 morals.


more 1．
 more than one后面通常接属于单数形式的名词和动词。例如：More than one ma
 n has
 told me so. 但There are
 more than one man here和There is
 more than one man here都可以说。


2．
 in more than one way
 当然不错，有时也说in more ways
 than one。但很少说more men than one, more books than one, more houses than one等。


3．
 more than fifty是“50多个”，fifty more是“另外的50个”。决不可把fifty more和sixty more等用作“50多个”和“60多个”等解。fifty men more比fifty more men普通。


4．
 more than fifty men比fifty men and more普通。没有人说fifty and more men。


5．
 fifty men and
 more, a week and
 more, five miles and
 more等表达方式里的and有时改用or。


6．
 a week ago and（或or）more比a week and（或or）more ago普通。


7．
 more better, more older等表达方式不算正当，该避免，如不该说This is more better
 than that和He is more older
 than she，该把more删去。

但有时不得不用more better，more older等。例如假定B比A好，便是B is better than A，C比B好，便是C is better than B，说C比A好的程度，比C比B好的程度高，该说C is more better
 than A than (it is better) than B。说C比A好的程度，比B比A好的程度高，该说C is more better
 than A than B is (better than A)。这种结构当然是绝无仅有的，但在必须用它的时候却不可避免。比较下面三句：

C is better than B, and more better
 than A.

B is better than A, and C is more better
 (than A than B is).

B is better than A, and C is still better
 (than B).

依照上面所说，有时竟会必须用more more。例如：

C is more interesting than B, and more more
 interesting than A.

B is more interesting than A, and C is more more
 interesting (than A than B is).

同样地，有时必须用more less，less more或less less。例如：

A is less interesting than B, and more less
 interesting than C.

C is more interesting than A and less more
 interesting than B.

A is less interesting than C, and less less
 interesting than B.


8．
 比较下面每组里的三句：








9．
 much more serious consideration可能有四个意思：

（1）许多更严肃的考虑（much是形容词，more是副词）；

（2）许多另外的严肃的考虑（much是形容词，more也是形容词）；

（3）（比原来）多得多的严肃的考虑（much是副词，more是形容词）；

（4）（比原来）严肃得多的考虑（much是副词，more也是副词）。在理论上可以说much more much more serious consideration（1．许多另外的［比原来］严肃得多的考虑。2．［比原来］多得多的［比原来］严肃得多的考虑），在事实上是绝无仅有的。


10．
 of whom more presently，of whom more later on等表达方式里的more作more will be said解。


morning 1．
 复数形式mornings
 用作副词是美国用法，作“在每天上午”解。例如：She plays the piano mornings
 .


2．
 at morning作“在清晨”解，现在不普通。有时用at early morning。


3．
 morning通常到中午为止，但good morning到下午1点钟还有人在说。


4．
 this morning，yesterday morning和tomorrow morning都可以用作状语短语，前面不可加上on，如下面三句里都没有on：

I wrote to him this morning.

I wrote to him yesterday morning.

I shall write to him tomorrow morning.


5．
 注意morning call指“下午（不是上午）的访问”，morning performance指“下午（不是上午）的演出”（就是matinée）。


most(ly) 1．
 mostly只用作“大部分地”（for the most part）解，不可用作“最”（most）解，如可以说They are mostly natives，不可说What mostly pleased me was the music，该把第二句里的mostly改作most。Your answers are most
 correct是“你的回答最对”。Your answers are mostly
 correct是“你的回答大部分是对的”。


2．
 what most
 pleased me和what pleased me most
 都可以说。


3．
 a most...里的most作“很”（very）解，如He is a most
 learned man和This is a most
 interesting story。这种用法里的most并不含比较（比较级）的意思。注意a most happy life不可改作a happiest
 life，a most kind offer不可改作a kindest
 offer。

most也用在谓语里作“很”解。例如：

He is most
 learned.

You will find the story most
 interesting.

I am most
 grateful.

Everybody has been most
 kind.

He behaved most
 rudely.

注意下面三种表达方式意思不同：

most learned men in China （1．中国大多数有学问的人2．中国很有学问的人）


the
 most learned men in China（中国最有学问的人）


some
 most learned men in China（中国若干很有学问的人）

第一种表达方式的第一种译法里的most是形容词，第一种表达方式第二种译法里的most是副词，第二种表达方式里的most是副词，作“最”解，第三种表达方式里的most是副词，作“很”解。


4．
 most用作“很”解，表示“（因实验而被知道是）很…”，所以不可用在否定句、疑问句或表示条件的从句，如不可说：

He is not a most learned man.

Is he a most learned man?

If he is a most learned man, I should like to know him.

也不可说：

Can you recommend me a most interesting story?

I want to read some most interesting stories.


5．
 most men是“大多数的人们”，most of the men是“这些人们的大多数”。不可说most of men，most of books，most of pictures等。


6．
 most of the men，most of my time等表达方式里，在most前面在英格兰没有the，在美国和苏格兰有时有the。


7．
 at most跟at the
 most意思相同。例如：I can pay only ¥ 50 at (the
 ) most.


8．
 most用作almost解（如most everyone和most all books）是美国口语用法。


9．
 注意D is the most more
 interesting than A (of the three, B, C, and D）等句子里用most more，A is the most less
 interesting than D（of the three, A, B, and C）等句子里用most less。参见more 7
 和least 5



10．
 假定共有l00人，40人学习英语，30人学习俄语，20人学习法语，10人学习德语，学习英语的人最多，但未过半数，所以最好不说Most（或The most）of them study English，而说There are more of them who study English than those who study any other language。下面第一句可能有两个意思，第二句和第三句都可能有三个意思：

Most（或The most）mistakes are found in Henry's composition.（1．［大家作文里的错误的］半数以上的错误是在亨利的作文里。2．亨利作文里的错误比任何其他学生作文里的错误多。）

Most serious mistakes are found in Henry's composition.（1．［大家作文里的严重错误的］半数以上的严重错误是在亨利的作文里。2．亨利作文里的严重错误比任何其他学生作文里的严重错误多。3．亨利的作文里有很严重的错误。）

The most serious mistakes are found in Henry's composition.（1．和2．跟第二句相同。3．那些最严重的错误是在亨利的作文里。）


moth
 moth往往用作moths
 或the moth解。例如：Moth is found here. 和The fur has been destroyed by moth.


mother
 在家庭里或对熟人谈话或写信，往往不说my mother或your mother，而只说mother。例如：You'll be so busy you won't have time to think of mother
 .


motherland
 参见fatherland



mother-of-pearl
 mother-of-pearl是物质名词。


motion 1．
 motion后面接宾语和不定式跟motion to
 后面接宾语和不定式意思相同。例如：He motioned (to
 ) me to take a seat.


2．
 motion picture（电影）现在比moving picture普通得多。在英国现在通常用the
 pictures
 。


motivate
 下面三句都是公文英语：

George was motivated by social prejudice.

Political motivation masqueraded as moral indignation.

The motivation of Robin's secession was obscure.

第一句=George was moved by（或acted upon）social prejudice.

第二句=Political motives was disguised as moral indignation.

第三句=Why Robin seceded, we do not know.


motivation
 参见motivate



motive
 motive（动机）前面用from，习惯用复数形式motives
 。例如：I acted from
 motives
 of curiosity. 但有时用for或through，后面接of和名词或for和动名词。例如：What is the motive of
 the crime? 和He did not mention his motive for
 acting in that way.


mountain 1．
 mountain和hill没有绝对的区别，一二千英尺高的小山，在本地也许叫做mountain，在山多的地方也许把近一万英尺的高山叫做hill。


2．
 ...Mountains
 前面有the，如the
 Himalaya Mountains
 和the Rocky Mountains。


3．
 the
 mountains
 前面通常用in。例如：How did you enjoy your holiday in the
 mountains
 ? 有时用into。例如：There is nothing I like better than to go up into the
 mountains
 and camp out for a few days.


mourn
 mourn a dead friend不及mourn for
 （或over
 ）a dead friend普通。但mourn for
 （或over
 ）the loss of a friend不及mourn the loss of a friend普通。


mouse
 mouse指任何小种的鼠，不指年幼的鼠。它比rat小。


mouth
 by word of mouth（口头地）中没有a或the。


mouthful
 mouthful的复数形式是mouthfuls
 ，不是mouths
 ful。参见-ful



move(d) 1．
 move（动议、提议）后面接以that引导的从句，从句里用虚拟现在式，如I move that
 the time be
 （不用is
 ）changed和I moved that
 the time be
 （不用was
 ）changed。


2．
 move house（搬家）里的house前面习惯不用our等词，把house省去而只用move也是“搬家”的意思。例如：We're moving (house) this week.


3．
 move up（提前）可以用作不及物动词，也可以用作及物动词。例如：Execution of the Nazi criminals, scheduled for 11 P. M. that day, (was) moved up
 before sundown. （纳粹战犯的死刑原定于那天晚上11时，被提前在日落前执行。）


4．
 关于a moved smile（一个感动的微笑）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


movie(s)
 a
 movie指“一个电影”，the
 movies
 或the
 movie是“一次电影映演”或统指电影或电影业。


moving
 关于moving picture，参见motion 2



mow(n)
 mown
 grass和new-mown
 hay里的mown不可改作mowed。但可以说The grass is being mowed
 （或mown
 ）。


Mr 1．
 Mr是mister的简写形式，但不该写Mister。


2．
 Mr通常用在姓或名和姓的前面，如Mr Gray和Mr Paul Gray。通常不用在名的前面，如通常不用Mr Paul，写信给Mr Paul Gray，该用Mr Gray，不该用Mr Paul。男子写信给Mr Paul Gray，假使觉得称他Mr Gray太正式，称他Paul太不正式，便可以称他Gray，用姓而不用Mr。


3．
 Mr有时用在职位的名称的前面，如Mr Chairman，Mr President和Mr Editor。


4．
 关于Mr和Esq.的区别，参见Esq.3



5．
 Mr是单数形式，它的复数形式是Messrs，是借用法语Messieurs的简写形式，如the
 Messrs Gray，Messrs Gray和Messrs Gray and White。也有人用the
 Mr Grays
 ，这是口语用法。假使说明了人数，该用Mr而不用Messrs，如three Mr Grays
 。


Mrs 1．
 Mrs是mistress的简写形式，但不该写Mistress。


2．
 Mrs通常用在已嫁女子的（丈夫的）姓或名和姓的前面，如Mrs Gray和Mrs Paul Gray。通常不用在名的前面，如通常不用Mrs Paul，写信给Mrs Paul Gray该用Mrs Gray，不该用Mrs Paul。在跟她的丈夫的名字并称的时候，可以这样用，如Paul and Mrs Paul。下面有几点该注意（假定Mrs Paul Gray在出嫁以前是Ellen Butler）：

（1）在法律文件里往往用自己的名。例如：Mrs Ellen Gray

（2）已嫁女子写信给陌生人在签名里通常用下面两种形式的任何一式：



	(Mrs Paul) Ellen Gray
	　Ellen Gray


	
	　(Mrs Paul Gray)




（3）称寡妇也用Mrs，不过通常用她自己的名词，如Mrs Ellen Gray。称离了婚的女子也是这样。但离了婚的女子也有用自己的姓的，也有用自己的姓或名和姓再加丈夫的姓的，如Mrs Ellen Butler，Mrs Butler Gray和Mrs Ellen Butler Gray。有些离了婚的女子喜欢重做Miss，那就该把她称呼得跟未嫁时一样了。


3．
 Mrs没有复数形式，Mrs Gray的复数形式是the
 Mrs Grays
 。说三个Mrs Gray该说three Mrs Grays
 。


4．
 Mrs没有复数形式，说Mrs Gray和Mrs White可以说Mrs Gray and Mrs White或Mesdames Gray and White。


much 1．
 much不可修饰可数名词，如不可说much people或much books，该把much改作many。但as much as ¥100是可以说的，因为¥100指100元的款，并不指100个1元。

指可以计数的东西的词，有时也被用来指那东西的“量”的多少而不指“数”的多少。在这种情形下，那个词一定是单数形式，前面便可以用much，如The American film was rejected by the Indian censor's office for exposing too much bosom
 和There is not much garden
 left behind the house。There is too much
 cinema, cigarettes and chocolates这一句，把电影、香烟和巧克力糖看作一件东西似的。


2．
 下面两句都不合习惯：

The coal is much here.

Jack's money is much.

把这两句改作There is much
 coal here和Jack has much
 money似乎好一些，但远不及There is a good deal of
 coal here和Jack has a good deal of
 money普通。在口语里用There is a lot of
 coal here和Jack has a lot
 of money更普通。在否定句和疑问句里，用much却比用a good deal of或a lot of普通得多，如通常说There is not much
 coal here和Jack has not much
 money，不说There is not a good deal of
 （或a lot of
 ）coal here和Jack has not a good deal of
 （或a lot of
 ）money，通常说Is there much
 coal here? 和Has Jack much
 money? 不说Is there a good deal of
 （或a lot of
 ）coal here? 和Has Jack a good deal of
 （或a lot of
 ）money?

There is much coal here和Jack has much money虽然不普通，Much coal has been saved和Much money has been spent却是普通的。关于这点，没有规则可说。


3．
 关于much和very的区别，下面几点该注意：

（1）在属于原级的形容词或副词前面用very，在属于比较级的形容词或副词前面用much。例如：

This is a very
 good book.

This is a much
 better book than that.

He speaks English very
 well.

He speaks English much
 better than I do.

（2）比较下面两句：

He is the very best
 scholar in the city.

He is much the best
 scholar in the city.

第一句里的very增强best的语气，第二句里的much也增强best的语气，注意very用在the后面，much用在the前面，决不可说very the best或the much best。

（3）在英国在alive，alone，ashamed等表语形容词前面用much，不用very，但用much不及用very much普通。在美国往往用very，如very
 afraid。

（4）在用作形容词的现在分词前面用very，如very
 interesting，very
 perplexing和very
 satisfying。

在much
 enduring（相当持久）里用much而不用very，注意这里的much原来是名词，作及物动词endure的宾语，much enduring是从enduring much生出的。在用作“持久的”解的时候，enduring是不及物动词endure的现在分词，前面该用very，不用much，如a very
 enduring fame。

（5）在过去分词前面，该用much或very，这问题很不简单，下面几点该注意：

A．假使那过去分词是习惯上被用作普通形容词的，用very，如I am very
 tired和He is very
 celebrated（著名的）as a poet。究竟哪几个词是习惯上被用作普通形容词，可以举出tired，celebrated，drunk和limited几个词。但很多英美人把amused，annoyed，attached，concerned（忧虑的），delighted，disgusted，excited，interested，pleased，surprised，troubled，upset，valued和worried也看作这种词。在难以确定的时候，用much（或very much）比用very妥当，往往也可以用greatly或highly。注意tired，celebrated，drunk和limited在用在by前面的时候并不是形容词，前面该用much。例如：He was much
 tired by the task.

B．假使那过去分词被用在表语用法里而那动词的动作是被施于那名词或代词所指的人或物的，用much（或very much），如The boy was (very
 ) much
 amused和The car was (very
 ) much
 damaged。amuse(d)的动作被施于boy，如可以说My joke amused the boy。damage(d)的动作被施于car，如可以说The storm damaged the car。

C．假使那过去分词被用在表语用法里而那动词的动作并不是被施于那名词或代词所指的东西的，用very，如His look was very
 amused和Her tone was very
 annoyed。amuse(d)的动作并不被施于look，如不可说My joke amused his look。annoy(ed)的动作并不被施于tone，如不可说Your behaviour annoyed her tone。这两句固然不很自然，但比His look was much
 amused和Her tone was much
 annoyed合理。

D．假使那过去分词被用在定语用法里而那动词的动作是被施于那名词所指的人或物的，用much（或very much）或very都可以，如a (very
 ) much amused boy和a very
 amused boy, a (very
 ) much
 damaged car和a very
 damaged car。

E．假使那过去分词被用在定语用法里而那动词的动作并不是被施于那名词所指的东西的，用very，如his very
 amused look和her very
 annoyed tone。

通常被这样用的过去分词有：

affronted, amazed, amused, annoyed, astonished, bored, concerned, dejected, delighted, disconcerted, disgusted, embarrassed, exasperated, excited, frightened, horrified, hunted（追捕）, hurt, interested, irritated, moved（感动）, offended, pained, perplexed, pleased, preoccupied, puzzled, resigned, satisfied, scandalized, scared, shocked, startled, surprised, terrified, troubled, worried

通常被这样用的名词有：

air（神情）, amazement, amusement, appearance, attitude, cry, expression, eye, face, glance, grin, interest, laugh, laughter, look, manner, silence（缄默）, smile, stare, surprise, tone, voice

F．上面所讲的都是及物动词的过去分词。不及物动词的过去分词前面可以用much（或very much）的似乎只有travelled，如His father is a (very
 ) much
 travelled man，可以用very的似乎只有drunk（参见（5）A）。


4．
 nothing much作“很少”解，much是形容词，修饰nothing，如There is nothing much
 I don't know about him和I see nothing much
 wrong here。注意nothing much
 wrong和nothing very
 wrong两个单词的语法结构不同：第一种表达方式里的wrong修饰nothing much，第二种表达方式里的very修饰wrong。也见过nobody much作“几乎没有人”解。

anything much前面加上了否定的词nothing much意思相同，如there is not anything much
 I don't know about him和I do not
 see anyting much
 wrong here。这用法不及nothing much普通。


mucilage
 mucilage（胶水）在英国很少用，但在美国很常用，在英国通常用gum。


mule
 参见ass 3



multiplicity
 a multiplicity of
 causes, a multiplicity of
 duties, a multiplicity of
 interests等表达方式里的a multiplicity of都作many解，是公文英语。


mumps
 Mumps is
 contagious和Mumps are
 contagious都可以说。


munition
 参见ammunition



murder 1．
 参见assassinate 1



2．
 murder统指谋杀，a
 murder是“一起谋杀”，murders是“多起谋杀”。


muscle
 muscle统指“肌肉”，a
 muscle是“一块肌肉”，muscles
 是“几块肌肉”。


museum
 museum用作“图画陈列所”解是美国英语。


music
 关于music hall，参见music-hall



music-hall
 （或music hall
 ）music-hall（或music hall）在英国指表演杂剧、歌舞、魔术等的剧场，是不很“高尚”的，在美国指音乐会场，是“高尚”的。


must 1．
 must没有过去式，但也往往指过去的事，下面几点该注意：

（1）说过去的事通常不用must而用had to...（不定式），如不说Yesterday morning I must
 call on a friend，该把must改作had to。

（2）但在间接引语里往往用must。例如：Yesterday morning I told my father that I must
 call on a friend at once.

（3）在虽然没有间接引语的形式而却有间接引语的意味的时候，也往往用must。例如：Yesterday morning I considered how I should spend the day. First, I must
 call on a friend. 这里的I must含有I thought I must的意思。

（4）在从属分句里有时用must。例如：There was a friend whom I must
 call on immediately.

（5）must往往被用来表示“偏偏…”的意思。例如：As I was sitting down to supper, the telephone must
 ring.（当我正在坐下来吃晚餐的时候，电话机偏偏响起来了。）


2．
 注意下面三句意思不同：

You must not
 go.（你一定不可去。）

You need not
 go.（你不必去。有“我允许你不去”的含意。）

You may not
 go.（参见may 1
 ）

注意下面三句意思不同：

It cannot
 be true.（这个决不是真的。）

It need not
 be true.（这个不一定是真的。）

It may not
 be true.（这个也许不是真的。）

It must not
 be true是不成立的。


3．
 must have...（过去分词）有三种意思：（1）“谅必曾经…”，（2）“谅必曾经…（实际不曾）”和（3）“必须曾经…”。例如：

You must have seen
 him yesterday.（你谅必曾经在昨天看见他。）

You must have seen
 him if you had been here yesterday.（假使你昨天在这里，你谅必曾经看见他。［事实上你昨天并不在这里，所以不曾看见他。］）

Any applicant for this position must have practised
 for five years.

（这个职位的任何申请人必须曾经实习过五年。）


4．
 must在现代英语里用作名词作“不可缺少的东西”解。例如：A TV set is a must in a modern home. （电视机在现代家庭里是一样少不了的东西。）


mutual(ly) 1．
 their mutual affection for each other（或one another）等表达方式里的mutual或for each other（或one another）是多余的，该改作their affection for each other（或one another）或their mutual affection。同样地，exchange，interchange，agreement，cooperation等词前面不该用mutual。下面各句里的mutually也该删去：

They love each other mutually
 .

They exchange goods mutually
 .

They agree mutually
 .

They cooperate mutually
 .


2．
 严格地说，mutual是“互相的”，不是“共同的”，说“共同的”该用common。如假定你爱某人，我也爱某人，那末你我两人有common love，并没有mutual love，假定你爱我，我也爱你，你我两人才有mutual love。把mutual用作“共同的”解和把mutually用作“共同地”解是英美人常有的错误。

mutual friend和mutual acquaintance用作“共同的朋友”和“共同的相识者”解照理论讲当然是错的。但这两种表达方式很普通，可以算得成立了。common friend和common acquaintance有可能被人误解作“寻常的…”。最好用a friend in common和an acquaintance in common。


myriad
 myriad的原义是“万”，但现在说“万”不用这词而用ten thousand。


myself
 “某人和我”该说...and I
 或...and me
 ，不该说...and myself
 ，如My brother and I
 saw it和They invited my brother and me
 。两句里的I和me不该改作myself。...and myself是英美人常有的错误。


mystery
 mystery novel，mystery story和mystery tale都是“神秘小说”，包括神怪小说和侦探小说等。注意用mystery，不用mysterious。但mystery play专指中古时代的关于圣经里的人物的宗教性剧本。


mythology
 the
 Greek mythology，the
 Chinese mythology等不及Greek mythology，Chinese mythology等普通。




N




name 1．
 name在一般英汉词典里注作“名”，好像“姓”便不是name。其实name指“名”也指“姓”，也指“姓名”，如David Jones里的David是name，Jones也是name，David Jones也是name。仔细区别起来，“名”在英国叫Christian name，在美国也作first name或given name，“姓”叫surname或family name，在美国也作last name，“姓名”叫full name。我们中国人的“名”不该叫做Christian name或first name，最好也不叫做given name，该叫做personal name。我们的“姓”不该叫做last name。严格说来，Mr，Miss等并不是name的一部分，但事实上也可以说Is your name Miss Evans等。


2．
 注意He named the boy David和He has a friend named David Jones等句子里在named后面没有as。


3．
 He is named after
 his uncle（他被以他叔叔的名字而命名）是英国英语，He is named for
 his uncle是美国英语。也有人用from，但不普通。我们中国人竟可以说没有父子、祖孙、叔侄等同名的。可是假定因为父亲叫“梅生”而儿子叫“小梅”，因为曾祖叫“文卿”而曾孙叫“文曾”，因为羡慕屈原而叫“慕原”等，也可以说named after（或for）。


4．
 Herbert George Wells里的George叫做second name或middle name。


5．
 我们中国人的“名”不该叫做first name。其实我们的“姓”是first name，但把“姓”叫做first name很容易引起误解。


6．
 call names（辱骂）和call one names（辱骂人）里的names指donkey，pig，coward，liar，son of a bitch等刺耳的坏名称。I can never forget the name that he called me里的name也是这个意思。


7．
 name用作“委派”解在美國比在英國用得多，如They have named him (as) secretary。注意as可有可无。


namely
 namely的前面和后面都用逗号，如two of my friends，namely，William and Edward。倘若它的后面用一个名词从句，那第一个逗号往往改作冒号，第二个逗号往往省去，如his new statement，（或：）namely (,) that he is a college graduate。


namesake
 namesake是“同名的人”、“同姓的人”或“同姓名的人”，如John White是John Black的namesake，也是Henry White的namesake，也是任何其他John White的namesake。


narration
 narration和narrative大致相同。但narration通常指“记事”的动作或程序，是抽象名词，如the art of narration。narrative通常指一篇一篇的“记事文”，如a
 short narrative和some
 narratives
 。但narrative也往往统指一切记事文，如a bit of narrative。


narrative
 参见narration



nationality 1．
 注意The author is of unknown nationality和He claims French nationality等句子里没有the。


2．
 说“他是什么国籍？”通常用What is his nationality?不用What nationality does he belong to?或Of what nationality is he?


nationalize
 说“使（外国人）入籍”用nationalize远不及用naturalize普通。


native 1．
 说“我（或你等）是什么地方人”该说I am（或You are 等）a
 native of...，不可说...the
 native of...，the
 native of...指“…地方的唯一的本地人”。


2．
 native place，native city，native town和native village都指某人诞生的地方，跟“原籍”不同，如假定你的原籍是天津，但诞生在上海，那末你的native place或native city是上海，不是天津，不可说My native place is Tianjin. but I was born in Shanghai。


3．
 native country通常是“本国”，很少是“本乡”。native land是“本国”，不是“本乡”。


4．
 my
 native place，your
 native place，my
 native city，your
 native city等表达方式英美人似乎很少用，如习惯上不说My native place is Shanghai而说I was born in Shanghai，不说What is your native place而说Where do you come from。native place等表达方式通常用在his，her或their的后面。


natural
 natural science（统指自然科学）前面没有the。the
 natural sciences
 是“各种自然科学”。a
 natural science是“一种自然科学”。


naturalize
 He was naturalized (as
 ) a British subject等句子里的as可有可无。


naturally
 下面三句意思相同：

When I heard them mention my name, naturally
 I was all ears.

When I heard them mention my name, I was naturally
 all ears.

When I heard them mention my name, I was all ears, naturally
 .


nature
 1. human nature（人性、人情），good nature（仁爱、好脾气），ill nature（不友善、坏脾气）和second nature（第二天性、习惯）各种表达方式前面都没有the或a，也都没有复数形式...natures
 。但animal nature（兽性），moral nature（道德性）和rational nature（理性）各种表达方式前面都有the。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

Love of music has become second nature with
 him.

Love of music has become second nature to
 him.

Love of music has become second nature in
 him.


3．
 注意of a
 different nature，of a
 literary nature，of a
 religious nature等表达方式里有a。


4．
 比较下面两句：


1．
 To know N
 ature is to love her
 .（这句把大自然人格化。）


2．
 To know n
 ature is to love it
 .


naval
 naval officer在英国是“海军军官”，在美国往往指一种“海关官员”。


navy 1．
 Navy Department和Department of the Navy都指美国的海军部，相当于英国的Admiralty。


2．
 关于navy and army，参见army



near 1．
 把near用作nearly解，如near thirty years ago和near dead with fright现在很不普通，该避免。


2．
 near作“几乎的”、“近似的”、“相似的”、“好像真的”解是美国用法，如near
 blindness（几乎失明），a near
 accident（几乎肇祸），a near
 tragedy（一件跟悲剧相差无几的事情），near
 beer（好像真的假啤酒）和near
 silk（好像真的假丝、丝一般的物质）。near-naked（几乎裸体的）等也是美国用法。


3．
 下面各句意思相同：

That might go near to kill
 him.（那个将几乎把它弄死。）

That might go near to killing
 him.

That might go near killing
 him.

That might come near to killing
 him.

That might come near killing
 him.

在come near后面不接不定式，例如不说That might come near to kill
 him。以上各句里在英国用go和come都普通，在美国主要用come。


4．
 We live quite near them比We live quite near to
 them普通。


5．
 near
 here等不及not far from
 here等合乎习惯。


6．
 关于near by参见nearby



near-by
 参见nearby



nearby
 关于nearby，near-by和near by，下面几点该注意：

（1）nearby只用作形容词。例如：They live in the nearby
 villages.

（2）near-by可以用作形容词，副词或介词，如They live in the near-by
 villages，They live near-by
 和They live near-by the school。用作副词和介词不普通，通常改用near by。

（3）near by是两个词。例如：They live near by
 .和They live near by
 the school.

（4）They live in the villages nearby
 里的nearby是形容词，当然可以改作near-by。改作near by也可以，等于that（或which）are near by。


nearly
 nearly不可修饰表示否定的词，如不可说He has nearly nothing to do here，该把nearly改作almost。almost nothing是美国英语，在英国用hardly anything或scarcely anything。参见almost 1



necessarily 1．
 An Englishman does
 not necessarily speak perfect English里的does不可改作need。


2．
 He may not necessarily know what has happened里的necessarily是多余的。


3．
 下面两句意思相同：

The policy of the magazine is
 necessarily to devote most of its space to subjects of general interest.

The policy of the magazine must
 necessarily be
 to devote most of its space to subjects of general interest.


necessary 1．
 下面每组里的第一句比第二句普通得多：




注意不可说This work is necessary to finish within the week，也不可说We are necessary to finish the work within this week。


2．
 necessary后面接for或to没有区别，如下面各句都可以说：

Food is necessary for
 （或to
 ）life.

Books are necessary for
 （或to
 ）students.

但It
 is necessary for us
 to do this等句子里的for不可改作to。


3．
 It is（或was）necessary that...里该用should或虚拟现在式。例如：

It is necessary that he should
 come here every Sunday.

It is necessary that he come
 （不用comes
 ）here every Sunday.

It was necessary that he should
 come here every Sunday.

It was necessary that he come
 （不用came
 ）here every Sunday.


4．
 说“必要的东西”用necessary或用necessity都可以，如the necessaries
 of life和the necessities
 of life，Do you consider a motor-car a necessary
 ? 和Do you consider a motor-car a necessity
 ?在用复数形式的场合，似乎在英国多用necessaries
 ，在美国多用necessities
 。说“必要的事”通常用necessity，不用necessary，如It has now become a necessity
 to read the whole document again里不用necessary
 。


necessity 1．
 the
 necessity后面接of或for和动名词比接不定式普通，如the
 necessity of
 （或for
 ）doing
 this比the
 necessity to do
 this普通。但There is no necessity，under no necessity，under a necessity和under any necessity后面接不定式。例如：

There is no necessity (for me) to do
 this.

He is under no necessity to do
 this.

He is under a necessity to do
 this.

I do not think he is under any necessity to do
 this.

跟There is no necessity相仿的有Is there any necessity...和Where is the necessity...? 后面接不定式或of和动名词都可以。例如：

Is there any necessity (for him
 ) to do
 this?

Is there any necessity of
 (his
 ) doing
 this?

Where is the necessity (for him
 ) to do
 this?

Where is the necessity of
 (his
 ) doing
 this?


2．
 the
 necessity和a
 necessity后面接for和名词比接of和名词普通，如the
 （或a
 ）necessity for
 a trip to the North和the
 （或a
 ）necessity for
 incessant watchfulness比the
 （或a
 ）necessity of
 a trip to the North和the
 （或a
 ）necessity of
 incessant watchfulness普通。


3．
 Such a step involves the necessity
 of the Minister himself being present里的involves the necessity of作“势必需要”解，是公文用语。这句可以改作Such a step requires the Minister to be present或necessitates the Minister's presence。


4．
 参见necessary 4



née
 （或nee
 ） née
 （或nee
 ）原来是法语，作born解，在英语里借用在已嫁女子的娘家姓的前面，如Mrs Fowler，née
 Harvey（Fowler夫人，她的娘家姓Harvey，Fowler门Harvey氏）。下面几点该注意：

（1）这词通常印作斜体，手写时下面加一划。

（2）这词的前面必须有夫家的姓，夫家姓的后面有逗号。

（3）这词的后面通常只接娘家的姓。偶尔接名和娘家的姓，如Mrs Fowler，née
 Helen Harvey。决不可只接名，如不可用Mrs Fowler，née
 Helen。


need 1．
 下面三句里都用不定式：

There is no need to hurry
 .

Is there any need to hurry
 ?

What need is there to hurry
 ?

把这三句里的to hurry改作of hurrying也可以，但不普通。下面三组都可以说，但每组的第一句比第二句普通：





2．
 the
 need后面接of或for和动名词比接不定式普通，如the
 need of （或for
 ）doing
 this比the
 need to do
 this普通。


3．
 There is need后面接for和名词，如There is need for
 more money和There is urgent need for
 more schools。a
 need后面接for或of和名词，如There is a
 need for
 （或of
 ）more money，There is a
 need for
 （或of
 ）improvement和We are well aware of a
 real need today for
 （或of
 ）this sort of book。no
 （或some
 ，或any
 ，或not much
 ）need后面接for或of和名词，如There is no
 need for
 （或of
 ）more money和There is not much
 need for
 （或of
 ）that sort of thing。the
 need后面接for或of和名词，如He spoke of the
 need for
 （或of
 ）more money和The
 need for
 （或of
 ）further research is keenly felt。


4．
 have need of
 （需要）和have need for
 都可以说，have no need of
 和have no need for
 也都可以说。


5．
 in need of
 里的of不可改作for。


6．
 have need to...（不定式）作“必须…”解。例如：He has need to work hard to catch up. 这语的过去式当然是had
 need to...（不定式）。但另有had
 need一习语，作“应该…”解，后面的不定式通常没有to，但有时也有to。例如：You had
 need (to
 ) be very careful. 这语里的had在形式上虽然属于过去时态，却并不指过去。have need to...（不定式）和had need现在都不很普通。


7．
 if need be
 属于现在虚拟语气。例如：I shall
 be ready to do this, if need be. if need were
 属于过去虚拟语气。例如：I should
 be ready to do this, if need were
 . 注意不可说if need is
 或if need was
 。if need be
 和if need were
 现在都不很普通。


8．
 need（动词）后面的动名词一定属于主动语态，但它的意思一定是被动的，如The watch needs winding
 up里的winding不可改作being wound，但它的意思却是being wound。假使把动名词改作不定式，便该说The watch needs to be wound
 up，不可说The watch needs to wind
 up。need（动词）后面的动名词的意思既然一定是被动的，所以不可说I need winding
 the watch up，该把winding改作to wind。比较下面四句：

This sentence needs explaining
 .（不可把explaining改作to explain）

This sentence needs to be explained
 .（不可把to be explained改作to explain）

You need to explain
 this sentence.（不可把to explain改作explaining）

You need explaining
 .（这句的意思是：“你需要被人解释一下。”它的结构跟第一句相同。）

谚语The best horse needs breaking
 , and the aptest child needs teaching（1．即使最好的马也需要受驯。2．即使最聪明的孩子也需要受教育）的结构也跟第一句相同。

下面每组里的两句意思相同：




但下面第二句远不及第一句自然，因为telling...并不是一个单纯的动作：

He does not need
 telling how to take notes.

He needs no
 telling how to take notes.


9．
 need是现在式，但在用作助动词的时候可以在疑问句和否定句里指过去，后面的不定式没有to。例如：


Need
 he go
 yesterday?

He need not go
 yesterday.

He need not have
 any help from us yesterday.（或He need have no
 help from us yesterday.）

这三句可以改作：


Did
 he need to go
 yesterday?

He did not need to go
 yesterday.（或He needed not to go
 yesterday.）

He did not need to have
 any help from us yesterday.（或He needed not to have
 any help from us yesterday. 或He needed to have no
 help from us yesterday.）

不可说：


Need
 he to go
 yesterday?

He need not to go
 yesterday.

He need not to have
 any help from us yesterday.（或He need to have no
 help from us yesterday.）

也不可说：


Did
 he need go
 yesterday?

He did not need go
 yesterday.（或He needed not go
 yesterday.）

He did not need have
 any help from us yesterday.（或He needed not have
 any help from us yesterday. 或He needed have no
 help from us yesterday.）

我所说的“否定句”不一定有not或no，hardly，scarcely，only和but也是有否定的意味的词，如He need hardly
 （或scarcely
 ）go yesterday和He need only
 （或but
 ）have
 a little help from us yesterday或He need have only
 （或but
 ）a little help from us yesterday。

下面各句里用need而不用needed
 ，后面的不定式没有to，因为各句都多少有些否定或疑问的意味：

All he need do
 was to inquire.

David said his idleness was the only thing about him that he need feel
 ashamed of.

She wanted me to tell her whether she need copy
 her composition again.

I wondered if he need wait
 any longer.

但各句里的need...也可以改作needed
 to
 ...。

除了在疑问句和否定句以外，need不可用作助动词，如不可说He need go
 yesterday和He need have
 much help from us yesterday，该把need go改作needed to go，把need have改作needed to have。在事实上用needed不及用had to...普通，如had to go和had to have。

Did he need any money yesterday和He did not need any money yesterday两句里的need把名词money做宾语，决不可把它改作助动词而说Need he any money yesterday和He need not any money yesterday。


10．
 need指过去是助动词，已经在9
 里讲过。need在不指过去的时候也可以用作助动词，也用在疑问句和否定句里，后面的不定式没有to，在第三人称不加s。例如：


Need
 he go today?

He need not go
 today.

He need not have
 any help from us today.（或He need have no
 help from us today.）

这三句可以改作：


Does
 he need to go
 today?

He does not need to go
 today.

He does not need to have
 any help from us today.

不可说：


Need
 he to go
 today?（或Needs
 he to go
 today?）

He need not to go
 today.（或He needs not to go
 today.）

He need not to have
 any help from us today.（或He needs not to have
 any help from us today. He need to have my
 help from us today. 或He needs to have no
 help from us today.）

也不可说：


Does
 he need go
 today?

He does not need go
 today.（或He needs not go
 today.）

He does not need have
 any help from us today.（或He needs not have
 any help from us today. 或He needs have no
 help from us today.）

下面两句也可以说（算作否定句）：

He need hardly
 （或scarcely
 ）go
 today.

He need only
 （或but
 ）have
 a little help from us today.（或He need have only
 ［或but
 ］a little help from us today.）

但也可以说He needs only（或but）to
 have a little help from us today和He needs
 to
 have only（或but）a little help from us today。

下面各句里用need而不用needs
 ，后面的不定式没有to，因为各句都多少有些否定或疑问的意味：

All he need do
 is to inquire.

He says his idleness is the only thing about him that he need feel
 ashamed of.

She wants me to tell her whether she need copy
 her composition again.

I wonder if he need wait
 any longer.

但各句里的need...也可以改作needs
 to...。

除了在疑问句和否定句以外，need不可用作助动词，如不可说He need go
 today或He need have
 much help from us today，该把need go改作needs to go，把need have改作needs to have。在事实上用needs不及用must或has to...普通，如must go和must have，has to go和has to have。

Does he need any money today和He does not need any money today两句里的need把名词money做宾语，决不可把它改作助动词而说Need he any money today和He need not any money today。

He need not go
 today往往含有“我允准他今天不去”的意思，He does not need to go today并没有这含意。


11．
 在9
 里所举的Need he go yesterday和He need not go yesterday两句里的need指过去。在10
 里所举的Need he go today和He need not go today两句里的need并不指过去。假使单说Need he go或He need not go，当然不能断定那need是否指过去，必须看了上下文才能确定。


12．
 在9
 里所举的Need he go yesterday改作Need he have gone
 yesterday也可以，He need not go yesterday改作He need not have gone
 yesterday也可以。

He need not have gone yesterday含有“可是他竟然去了”的意思。If he had known that she was not at home, he need not have gone to see her yesterday里的need not have gone不可改作need not go或did not need to go。


13．
 关于need not跟must not等的区别，参见must 2



14．
 need not...to...（不定式）或do not need to...（不定式）to...（不定式）作“不必…才能…”解，就是“也许不…而也能…”的意思。例如：

You need not be（或do not need to be）rich to help others.（你不必富了才能帮助别人，你也许不富而也能帮助别人。）

One need not be（或does not need to be）an artist oneself to appreciate a work of art.（1．一个人不必自己是艺术家才能鉴赏艺术品。2．一个人也许自己不是艺术家而也能鉴赏艺术品。）


15．
 need only（或but）...to...（不定式）或only need...to...（不定式）作“只须…就会…”解。例如：

You need only（或need but，或only need）look round you to see how hard most people work.（你只须向四周看看就会见到大多数的人们怎样辛劳地工作。）

One need only（或need but，或only need）consider the question carefully to be suprised that it has not yet received due attention.

（一个人只须把这个问题仔细考虑一下，就会感觉奇怪它还不曾受到应有的注意。）


needless
 needless to say（或add）（那不必说了）是习语。例如：Needless to say, he persuaded her at last和Needless to add, he came early as usual。决不可说I am
 needless to say（或add）...。


needs
 needs是副词，作“必定地”解，现在只用在needs must和must needs两种表达方式里。needs must作“不得不”解。例如：He needs must do it carefully. 和He went as needs
 he must
 .（他因为不得不去而去。）must needs有时等于needs must。但往往有“偏偏”的意思。例如：He must needs talk to her when she doesn't care to talk.（他偏偏在她不高兴谈话的时候和她谈话。）


negative(ly) 1．
 He replied negatively不合习惯，该改作He replied in the negative。但He replied in the negative不及He denied it，He refused，He declined等普通。


2．
 in the negative大都用在公文里。


neglect 1．
 neglect（动词）后面接不定式比接动名词普通，如He neglected to reply
 to my letter比He neglected replying
 to my letter普通。


2．
 your neglect to write
 the address是“因为你的疏忽而不曾写地址”，your neglect in writing
 the address是“因为你的疏忽而把地址写错或写得不好”。


3．
 neglect（名词）和negligence意思略有不同。neglect往往有“该做而不做”的含意，如neglect of duty（玩忽职守），negligence往往有“经常不注意”的含意，是一种习惯或倾向，如negligence in dress（不修边幅）。比较下面两句：

His neglect
 of the notice cost him dearly.（他对于那通告的忽略使他吃了苦头。）

His negligence
 used to cause his family much distress.（他的疏忽成性时常使他的家属受到许多痛苦。）


neglectful
 neglectful和negligent的不同，相当于neglect和negligence的不同。


negligence
 参见neglect 3



negligent
 参见neglectful



negotiation
 “谈判”习惯用复数形式negotiations
 。例如：Negotiations
 are going on.


neighbour
 good neighbour是“友善的邻人”，bad neighbour是“不友善的邻人”，都不关那个人品德的好坏。


neighbourhood
 neighbourhood用作形容词是美国用法，如neighbourhood papers，a neighbourhood movie theatre，neighbourhood schools和neighbourhood opinion（附近一般人的意见）。


neither 1．
 neither在用作代词或形容词的时候，用于两个人或物。例如：I have two
 dictionaries, but neither is here. 和I have two
 dictionaries, but neither book is here. 有时也用于两个以上。例如：I have three
 dictionaries, but neither is here. 和I have three
 dictionaries, but neither book is here. 但这种用法不算正当，该避免，该改用none。

但neither（副词或连接词）...nor...用于两个以上可以算得正当。例如：Neither you, (nor) your brother, nor your sister will do.


2．
 注意In neither case can I
 agree里用can I，不用I can。


3．
 neither（代词或形容词）属于单数形式，如Neither is
 good和Neither book is
 good。把它当作复数是英美人常有的错误。


4．
 注意下面各句里的动词：

Neither he nor you are
 wrong.

Neither you nor he is
 wrong.

Neither the father nor the sons are
 wrong.

Neither the sons nor the father is
 wrong.

但这种结构一般避免使用，如上面四句可以改作：

He is not wrong, nor are you.

You are not wrong, nor is he.

The father is not wrong, nor are the sons.

The sons are not wrong, nor is the father.


5．
 neither...nor...跟both...and...受同样的规则的限制，如可以说neither boys nor girls，也可以说neither with boys nor with girls和with neither boys nor girls，但不可说neither with boys nor girls。参见both 4
 和either 7



6．
 注意下面两句里用is he，are you，has he和will he，不用he is，you are，he has和he will：

Neither is he
 wrong nor are you
 .

Neither has he
 heard from her yet nor will he
 do so before long.


7．
 neither...nor
 ...里的nor决不可改作or。


8．
 neither用作nor。例如：He is not wrong, neither are you. 前面也可以有and或but。例如：He is not wrong, and
 neither are you. 和He is not wrong, but
 neither are you.


9．
 可以说If
 he is not wrong, neither are you。


10．
 下面B说Neither he is而不说Neither is he，因为he就是A所说的he，说Neither is his brother而不说Neither his brother is，因为his brother并不就是he：

A: I don't think he is clever.

B: Neither he is. Neither is his brother.


11．
 I don't know that neither和He did not give me a single yuan, nor a single fen neither等句子里的neither是副词，现在不很普通，通常用either。参见either 8



net
 注意下面三句的结构：

David netted（净赚）$1000 by
 the sale.

The sale netted（生出［若干］净利）$1000.

The sale netted David $1000.

第三句里的netted有双宾语。The sale netted David a loss
 of $1000一类的句子不很普通。


Netherlands 1．
 Netherlands（荷兰王国）被看作复数，前面有the。例如：The
 Netherlands are
 washed by the North Sea.


2．
 Netherlands即使用作形容词，末尾也有s。


Never 1．
 never hope，never remember，never intend，never expect，never plan等表达方式该避免，如不该说：

I never hope
 to see him again.（该改作I hope never
 to see him again或I do not hope ever
 to see him again。）

I never remember
 having seen him before.（该改作I do not remember ever
 having seen him before。）

I never intend
 to see him again.（该改作I intend never
 to see him again或I do not intend ever
 to see him again。）

I never expect
 to see him again.（该改作I expect never
 to see him again或I do not expect ever
 to see him again。）

I never plan
 to see him again.（该改作I plan never
 to see him again或I do not plan ever
 to see him again。）


2．
 注意下面两句里都用never having...，不用having never...。用having never...也有，但很少见：


Never having
 seen him before, I did not know who he was.

I spoke to him of never having
 seen her before.

He claims never
 to have seen her before也比He claims to have never
 seen her before正常。


3．
 注意下面三句里用shall I，have I和has he，不用I shall，I have和he has。例如：

Never shall I
 see him again.

Never in my life have I
 heard of such a thing.

Never has he
 seen her before.


4．
 seldom or never和seldom if ever意思相同，两种表达方式不可混用，参见ever 11



5．
 never so现在远不及ever so普通，如Please write me a letter, let it be (n
 )ever so
 short里用ever so，最好不用n
 ever so。


6．
 下面两句意思相同，但第二句比第一句语气重（has重读）：

He has never
 failed me in my need.

He never
 has failed me in my need.


nevertheless 1．
 nevertheless由never，the和less三个单词组合而成，这三个单词都是副词，never是“并不”，the是“因为了这个”，less是“比较地少些”。nevertheless直译作“并不因为了这个而比较地少些”，就是“虽然这样而仍旧不少些”，也就是“仍然”或“依然”的意思。例如：

Helen is not altogether dependable. She is, nevertheless
 , a good cook.

I warned him about the danger, nevertheless
 , he would go.

Nevertheless等于none the less，但该注意none the less前面和后面都不用逗号。例如：For all her years and infirmities, she is none the less
 eager to keep up with things.


2．
 nevertheless前面有时有yet或but。


new 1．
 New Year（或n
 ew y
 ear）前面通常有the，偶尔没有the。


2．
 New Year's Day（元旦）（或n
 ew y
 ear's d
 ay或n
 ew-y
 ear's d
 ay）前面没有the。New Year's Eve（大除夕）（或n
 ew year
 's e
 ve或n
 ew-y
 ear's e
 ve）前面也没有the。


3．
 New Year's用作New Year's Day解，是美国英语。


4．
 美国“纽约州”的正式名称是New York State或the State of New York，但通常简称New York。“纽约城”的正式名称是the City of New York，在正式文件里写作New York，New York，但通常写作New York，N. Y. 或New York City（略作N. Y. C.）。


news 1．
 news原来属于复数形式，但现在只用作单数，如News has
 come里的has不该改作have。


2．
 news前面不可加a，也没有复数形式newses
 。说“一件新闻”该说a piece
 of news，a bit
 of news或a scrap
 of news，说“多件新闻”该说pieces
 of news，bits
 of news或scraps
 of news。报纸上登的“一则新闻”是an item
 of news或a news item
 ，“多则新闻”是items
 of news或news items
 。


3．
 his
 news有时是“关于他的消息”，就是“他的近况”，有时是“他所讲的消息”。news of him是“关于他的消息”。


4．
 news后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：Then came (the) news that
 the Soviet Union had launched the world's first artificial earth satellite（人造地球卫星）on Friday, 4 October, 1957.


5．
 No news is good news是谚语，直译作“没有消息便是好消息”。就是说“既然没听到什么消息，便证明事态不曾恶化，便等于听到了好消息”。注意：（1）这句并不作All news is bad news解。（2）这里的No news跟No news was received that night里的No news不同。


6．
 关于news reel，参见news(-)reel



newspaper 1．
 newspaper不可用来指“印报纸的纸”，“印报纸的纸”该用news(-)print。


2．
 在汉语里通常说“在报纸上”，不说“在报纸里”，但在英语里必须说in
 the newspaper，不可说on
 the newspaper。


3．
 newspaper有时被用作物质名词，指包东西、糊窗等用的报纸。例如：He carried a little bread in a piece of newspaper. 和I stopped a big crack in the door with old newspaper.


news(-)reel
 （或news reel
 ）news(-)reel是电影里的“新闻片”，一个news(-)reel包括多件新闻。不可把每件新闻叫做a
 news(-)reel或把一部片子里的多件新闻叫做news(-)reels。


new-year's
 参见new 2
 和3



New York
 参见new 4



next 1．
 the next two
 ，the next three
 等表达方式比the two next
 ，the three next
 等表达方式普通些，也合理些。


2．
 next往往用作next letter解。例如：I shall tell you more about it in my next.


3．
 When I next
 saw him, he was a teacher和When I saw him next
 , he was a teacher都可以说。


4．
 下面两句意思相同：

The next
 house you come to is a bank.

The first
 house you come to is a bank.

但在The first
 house you come to is a bank and the next
 one is a school 等句子里的first和next两个单词不要随意改动。


5．
 next to impossible（或useless等）跟next door to impossible（或useless等）相同，都作almost impossible（或useless）解。


6．
 next Monday，next week，next month，next April，next year，next spring，next Christmas，next term等都可以说，但不可说next morning，next day，next afternoon，next night和next evening作“明天早上”、“明天”等解，该说tomorrow morning，tomorrow，tomorrow afternoon，tomorrow night和tomorrow evening。但next morning，next day等可以用来指今天以外的任何一天的后一天，往往在前面加上the。例如：They reached the town on Sunday and left it (the) next day. 和I hope to visit you on the evening of 16 October and start for the mountain (the) next afternoon. 用了the前面可以加on，如on the
 next morning。


7．
 next Moday，next Tuesday，next Wednesday等也可以指今天以外的任何一天的以后的第一个星期几，往往前面加the。例如：He wrote to me on a Sunday, but I did not find time to reply till (the) next Saturday. 和If I hear from you on Wednesday, I shall arrange to come (the) next Friday. 用了the前面可以加on，如on the
 next Monday。


8．
 next week，next month，next April，next year，next spring等也可以指现在以外的任何时候以后的第一个星期、月份等，往往前面加the。例如：The old man fell ill one morning and died (the) next week. 和She will spend some time in the country and return to the city (the) next spring. 用了the前面可以加in，如in the
 next week。


9．
 next Monday，next Tuesday，next Wednesday等用作状语短语，前面不加on，如可以说The work will begin next Wednesday，不可说The work will begin on
 next Wednesday。但把next Monday，next Tuesday，next Wednesday等改成了Monday next，Tuesday next，Wednesday next等便该加上on。例如：The work will begin on
 Wednesday next. 同样地，next April，next May，next June等用作状语短语前面不加in，如可以说The work will begin next June，不可说The work will begin in
 next June。但把next April，next May，next June等改成了April next，May next，June next等便该加in。例如：The work will begin in
 June next. 注意不可说week next，month next，year next，spring next，Christmas next，morning next，day next，afternoon next，night next，evening next等。


10．
 next Monday，on Monday next等表达方式里的next作“以后最先的”解，并不作“下星期的”解，例如假定今天是10月20日，星期一，所说next Friday或on Friday next是指10月24日，并不指10月31日。说“下星期的星期几”该说on...next week，如on Friday next week。当然有时...next week等于next...或...next，如假定今天是10月24日，星期五，所说next Wednesday或Wednesday next指10月29日，Wednesday next week也是指10月29日。同样地，next April，in April next等表达方式里的next作“以后最先的”解，并不作“明年的”解，如假定现在是10月，所说next December或in December next指今年的12月，并不指明年的12月。说“明年的某月”该说in...next year，如in December next year。当然有时...next year等于next...或...next，如假定现在是10月，所说next April或April next是指明年的4月，April next year也是指明年的4月。

next用在“季”的名称的前面总是作“明年的”解，如在春季说next autumn指“明年的秋季”，“今年的秋季”该说this autumn。


11．
 I shall call on him (the
 ) next time I go to town等表达方式里的the可有可无，通常是有的（time后面省去that或when）。When I call on him next time, I shall tell him about it等句子里的next time前面不可加上the。


12．
 What next?（或What next!）表示惊奇，往往含有讽刺的意味。例如：Respect! Treat her with respect! What next, pray!（恭敬！［要我］恭敬地对待她！请问还有比这个更荒唐的事么！）


13．
 next of kin有时被用作复数。例如：Three next of kin live with him.


nice 1．
 nice作“好的”、“美的”、“妙的”等解，现在很普通，如nice man，nice book，nice letter，nice room，nice weather，nice smile等，下面几点该注意：

（1）这种用法多少有些口语性质。例如：It's nice of you to invite me. 这在很正式的文字里该避免。

（2）该留心别在一段文字里连用好几次。

（3）英美人用这词，往往有反语性质，如Here is a nice mess（这里弄糟了）和That's a nice state of things（事情弄糟了）。


2．
 nice and...作“因为…所以好”解，就是说“很…”。例如：The room is nice and warm
 .（这房间因为暖和所以好［很暖和］。）和The breeze is nice and cool.（这阵微风很凉爽。）和The car is going nice and fast.（这汽车跑得很快。）有时不用and而单用nice...。例如：This room is nice warm.


niggard(ly)
 niggard用作形容词（吝啬的）现在远不及niggardly普通。


night 1．
 nights
 用作副词是美国用法，作“在每夜”解，如She studies very late nights
 和The thought kept her awake nights
 。


2．
 all night，all the night和all night long都作“通宵地”解。all night最普通。


3．
 at night通常是“在夜里”，通常指黄昏或上半夜，有时是“在薄暮”。at nights
 是“在每夜”。by night是“在夜里”，往往含有“利用黑夜”的意思。in the night是“在夜里”，没有什么含意。o'(=on) nights是“在夜里”（口语），含有“夜夜如此，习以为常”的意思。例如：I can't sleep o'nights.（我夜里总是睡不着。）注意at night，at nights
 ，by night和o'nights
 四语里没有the，in the night里有the。


4．
 night and day（日夜不停地）比day and night普通。


5．
 下午6、7点钟往往被当作night，如from six in the morning till six at night
 。


6．
 关于good night，有下面两点该注意：

（1）good night只用在即将分别的场合，不用在才相见的场合。才相见时不论怎样晚（例如半夜）也说good evening，不说good night。

（2）说good night含有“今夜不再会见”的意思，即使在日落以前也可以用。


night(-)time
 in the
 night(-)time里有the，at night(-)time里没有the。at night(-)time通常指黄昏。例如：We arrived at the hotel at night(-)time.


no 1．
 用no或yes回答否定的疑问句，注意不可顺着那否定语而说yes，也不可否定那否定语而说no，如回答Is the baby not
 a boy不可说Yes
 , it is not
 a boy或No
 , it is a boy，却该说No
 , it is not
 a boy或Yes
 , it is a boy。换句话说，回答否定疑问句和回答肯定疑问句，那no和yes的用法是相同的。例如：




但别以为用了no，后面一定有否定的词。如不论那疑问句是Is the baby a boy或Is the baby not
 a boy那答句都可以是No
 , it is a girl。it is a girl里并没有否定的词，但注意it is a girl却含有it is not
 a boy的意思。现在再举一个例子：

Will he be at home this afternoon?（肯定疑问句）

Will he not
 be at home this afternoon?（否定疑问句）


No
 , he will be in his office.

回答Do you know those children? 当然该说Yes, I know them或No, I do not know them。但假使“只认识几个，并不全部认识”，那答语里用yes或no就要看后面怎样说。该说Yes, I know some of them或No, I do not know all of them。


2．
 下面每组里的两句意思不同：





3．
 下面每组里的两句意思不同：





4．
 no such thing，no such book等表达方式里不可在such后面加上a。例如：There is no such thing (as that).


5．
 注意下面两句里的no前面没有a，the，his等词：

He has no small reputation as an artist.

He owes no small reputation as an artist to his paintings.

这种用法里的no是形容词（不是副词），修饰被形容词所修饰的名词，no small...=a great...。假使必须加a，the，his等词，最好把no改作not。例如：a not
 small reputation，the not
 small reputation和his not
 small reputation，但这三种表达方式不及a great reputation，the great reputation和his great reputation普通。

其他如Hers was no common
 talent和He is a person of no great
 height里的no的用法跟上面所说的相同。

上面说假使必须加a，the，his等词，最好把no改作not。事实上也有a
 no...，the
 no...，his
 no...等用法，如at a
 no distant date，the
 no small surprise of all和his
 no inconsiderable success，但很少见，最好不用。at a
 no distant date里的a删去，the
 no small surprise of all和his
 no inconsiderable success里的no改作not。

上面所举各例里的no后面的形容词都属于原级。用了属于最高级的形容词意思便大不相同。比较下面两句：

He has no small
 chance of success.（他大有成功的可能。）

He has no smallest
 chance of success.（他完全没有成功的可能。）

第二句=He has not the smallest chance of success.


6．
 no boy当然属于单数形式，no girl也是单数。no boy and no girl或no boy and girl也是单数。例如：No boy and (no) girl is
 admitted.


7．
 no one是“没有人”，no man也是“没有人”，但现在不普通，no one man是“没有一个单独的人”。比较下面三句：

No one
 can do it.（没有人能够做这个。）

No man
 can do it.（跟第一句相同，但不普通）

No one man
 can do it.（没有人能够单独做这个［必须两个或更多的人才能够］。）

比较下面两句：

No one knows all of it.（没有人知道这件事的全部［众人所知道的合并起来也许是全部，但也许不是全部］。）

No one man knows all of it.（没有一个单独的人知道这件事的全部［众人所知道的合并起来才是全部］。）


8．
 no one of us，no one of these，no one of the books等表达方式也有人用，但不及用none普通。


9．
 no one（没有人）=no-one，参见no-one



10．
 不可说No
 book does not
 interest me，该改作Every
 book interests me。


11．
 No..., no...（要是你不…，就得不到…）和No...without...（你要…，总得…）意思相同，如No pains, no gains（要是你不劳苦，就得不到利益，就是“不劳则无获”）和No gains without pains（也是“不劳则无获”）。这种结构，在谚语里用得很多。例如：

No mill, no meal.（不播种没收获。）

No song, no supper.（不先唱歌没晚饭吃。）

No sweet without sweat.（不劳则无获。）

No rose without a thorn.（世上没有绝对的幸福。）

No garden without its weeds.（有利必有弊。）


12．
 No...ing用在招贴、口号等里，表示“不准…”。例如：


No
 smoking!（不准吸烟！）


No
 scribbling on the blackboard!（黑板上不准涂写！）


No
 talking!（不准讲话！）


No
 parking!（不准停车！）


13．
 No pupil has really learnt to read if he does not know how to choose books这句意思很明白。就语法讲，he可说指no pupil，但不可用no pupil代he，可说指pupil，但也不可用the pupil代he。


14．
 下面B说No more he is而不说No more is he，因为he就是A所说的he，说No more is his brother而不说No more his brother is，因为his brother并不就是he：

A: I don't think he is clever.

B: No more he is. No more is his brother.


nobleman
 nobleman是“有爵位的贵人”（在英国指五爵，便是duke［公］，marquis［侯］，earl［伯］，viscount［子］和baron［男］），并不指任何大官，也不指“道德高尚的人”。“道德高尚的人”该用noble man。


nobody 1．
 nobody不可写作no body。


2．
 nobody属于单数形式。例如：There is
 nobody in the room. 把nobody当作复数是英美人常有的错误。


3．
 He is (a
 ) nobody（他是一个无足重轻的人）里的a可有可无。


4．
 不可说No
 body does not
 like it，该改作Every
 body likes it。


nod(ding) 1．
 说“向某人点头”在nod（动词）后面用to或at都可以。例如：He nodded to
 （或at
 ）me，as he passed.


2．
 a nodding acquaintance作“点头之交”解。例如：I have only a nodding acquaintance with him. 和I have only a nodding acquaintance with this subject. 很少作“泛泛的相识者”或“点头朋友”解。


noise
 noise现在通常指混杂或喧闹的声音。noise，a
 noise和noises
 都可以用。例如：I don't like noise(s
 ). 和I don't like such (a
 ) noise. make a
 noise似乎比make noise普通。


nominal
 nominal fee，nominal price，nominal rent，nominal sum等表达方式作“小或少得只是名义上的…”解，如假定你有一所房子租给一个朋友，原来每月可以得到租金1000元，但你为了友谊而只要他每月100元，这每月100元的租金就叫nominal rent。


non-availability
 non-availability是公文用语，比lack婉转，如the non-availability of adequate supplies of raw material。


none 1．
 none用作no-one解现在主要用在谚语里。例如：None knows
 the weight of another's burden.（见人挑担不吃力。）在其他场合很不普通，该避免，如不该说None knows
 about it，该改作No-one
 knows
 about it或Nobody
 knows about it。

none but...（除了…以外没有人）后面现在接复数形式的动词。例如：None but fools are
 （不用is
 ）interested in such things.


2．
 none of后面的名词或代词属于单数形式或复数形式都有，例如：None of it is
 mine. 和None of these are
 mine.

None of these is
 mine也可以说，跟None of these are
 mine意思相同。下面两句也意思相同：

Of all my friends none are
 so clever as George.

Of all my friends none is
 so clever as George.

但下面两句意思不同：

None of them are
 the men
 I met this morning.（早上我遇到过不止一个男子。）

None of them is
 the ma
 n I met this morning.（早上我遇到过只有一个男子。）


3．
 none of them，none of these，none of the books等表达方式被看作属于复数形式或单数形式都可以，但复数比单数普通，如None of them are
 interested in it比None of them is
 interested in it普通，None of them are
 good scholars
 比None of them is a
 good scholar普通。


4．
 none of后面的名词或代词假使是属于复数形式的，它必须指两个以上的人或物，不可只指两个，如可以说I have three
 sisters, none of them are at home，不可说I have two
 sisters, none of them are at home，该把none
 of them are
 改作neither
 of them is
 。


5．
 Gold and silver have I none（我没有金和银），Communication with the outside world Tom had almost none（汤姆几乎没有跟外界交往）等句子里的none是形容词，在第一句里修饰gold和silver，在第二句里修饰communication。这种结构现在不很普通。


6．
 He was none other than the general himself（他就是那将军本人）里的none可以算作形容词，形容other，也可以算作代词，被other修饰，这种结构现在不很普通。用no other也可以，但似乎也不很普通。


7．
 none the better（并不因而好些），none too good（不很好），none so good（不很好），none such a fool（不是这样的孩子）等表达方式里的none是副词，作“并不”解。none the less一语的结构和意思跟nevertheless（参见nevertheless
 ）完全相同。

none用作副词，在英格兰现在只用在the（副词）和属于比较级的形容词或副词前面和在none too...，none so...和none such...三种表达方式里。但在美国和苏格兰没有这限制，如I slept none that night是美国英语，在英国说I did not sleep at all that night。


8．
 不可说None
 of them do not
 know me，该改作Every
 one of them knows me。


nonsense 1．
 nonsense是抽象名词，如That's all nonsense（那全是胡说），前面不可加a，也没有复数形式nonsenses
 。


2．
 There is no nonsense about him是“对于他不可轻举妄动”。就是“他是严肃的，别人决不可对他乱说乱动”。


nonetheless
 nonetheless不及none the less和nevertheless普通。


noodle
 noodle指一根面条，是类名词，一碗面当然不止一根面条，所以该说a bowl of noodles
 。


noon
 noon指正午12点钟，不指一段时间，该说at
 noon。in the
 noon不是正常的英语。也有人用at high noon，at twelve noon和at twelve o'clock noon。


no-one 1．
 说“没有人”用no-one或no one都可以，如No-one
 knows about it和No one
 knows about it。说“没有一个单独的…”该用no one，不该用no-one，如No one
 man can do it里的no one不可改作no-one。


2．
 不可说no-one of us，no-one of these，no-one of the books等，该把no-one改作none。


3．
 用了no-one不可用one，one's等词代它，如不可说No-one has yet availed oneself
 of this offer，该把oneself改作himself。


4．
 no-one属于单数形式。例如：No-one has
 yet applied for it. 把no-one当作复数是英美人常有的错误。


5．
 不可说No
 -one does not
 like it，该改作Every
 one likes it。


nor 1．
 注意下面各句里用is she，does he和must we，不用she is，he does和we must：

He is not unkind to her, nor is she
 to him.

He does not do it, nor does he
 try to.

All that is true, nor must we
 forget about it.

nor前面也可以有and。例如：

You cannot do that, and
 nor can I.

I didn't see it, and
 nor did you.

但and nor远不及nor普通。

偶尔在nor前面用but。例如：I didn't see it, but
 nor did you.


2．
 He can neither
 read nor
 write里当然用nor，不可用or，He cannot either
 read or write里当然用or，不可用nor。He cannot read (n
 )or
 wirte里用or或nor都可以，现在用or比用nor普通。但He cannot read, nor
 write （read后面有逗号）和He does not ride, nor
 shoot, nor
 fish, nor
 swim （ride，shoot和fish后面都有逗号）里的nor都不可改作or。注意下面每组里的两句：




“他不曾去，也不会去”可以说He did not go，nor will be或He did not come and will not，不可说He did not come or
 will not。


3．
 下面B说Nor he is而不说Nor is he，因为he就是A所说的he，说Nor is his brother而不说Nor his brother is，因为his brother并不就是he：

A: I don't think he is clever.

B: Nor he is. Nor is his brother.


normal 1．
 Conditions will soon return to normal，His temperature is now almost back to normal和Prices were four times normal and wages two times等句子里在normal前面通常没有the。


2．
 the normal rule里的normal是多余的。


normalcy
 normalcy原来是美国英语，相当于英国英语normality，后来在英国也流行。现在似乎在英美都不普通。


north
 north（形容词），northerly和northern的不同，相当于east（形容词），easterly和eastern的不同。参见east



northerly
 参见north



northern
 参见north



not 1．
 关于All...not...，Both...not...，Every...not...等句，参见all 7
 ，both 2
 和every 1



2．
 关于not more，not less，not richer等和no more，no less，no richer等的不同，参见no 2



3．
 关于He is not a
 fool等句和He is no
 fool等句的不同，参见no 3
 。注意不可说He has not
 a wife，该说He has no
 wife。


4．
 Is that...? Do you...? Can I...?等的否定式在正式英语里和口语里不同：在正式英语里用Is that not
 ...?或Is not
 that...? Do you not
 ...?或Do not
 you...? Can I not
 ...?或Cannot
 I...?等。在口语里，用Isn't
 it...? Don't
 you...? Can't
 I...?等。

相当于Am I not...?的口语有Ain't I...? An't I...?和Aren't I...?有人以为都是不正当的，似乎Aren't I...?最为人所反对。


5．
 现在通常说do not know，did not know等，不说know not和knew not等。但下面几点该注意：

（1）It matters not
 ...和It does not matter
 ...都普通。参见matter 8


He moved not，She breathed not等句往往比He did not move，She did not breathe等有力。

（2）He tried not to think of her, They deserve not to be treated that way等句子里的not属于那后面的不定式，跟tried和deserve没有关系，tried和deserve后面偶然接着not，在结构上跟know not和knew not不同。He did not try
 to think of her跟He tried not
 to think of her意思不同，They do not deserve
 to be treated that way跟They deserve not
 to be treated that way意思也不同。这种不同相当于He did not
 tell me to go跟He told me not
 to go的不同。

（3）在回答疑问句Will he come tomorrow?等的时候，可以说下面的任何一句：



	I believe not.
	I hope not.
	I suppose not.



	I think not.
	I am afraid not.
	I fear not.



	I fancy not.
	I trust not.
	I expect not.



	I imagine not.
	I should say not.
	




注意这些句子里的not代替that he will not come tomorrow。


6．
 在5. (3)里所举的I beliveve not等句等于：

I believe that he will not come tomorrow.

I hope that he will not come tomorrow.

I suppose that he will not come tomorrow.

I think that he will not come tomorrow.

I am afraid that he will not come tomorrow.

I fear that he will not come tomorrow.

I fancy that he will not come tomorrow.

I trust that he will not come tomorrow.

I expect that he will not come tomorrow.

I imagine that he will not come tomorrow.

I should say that he will not come tomorrow.

但在习惯上believe（或suppose，think，fancy，expect，imagine，say等）that...not...不及do not
 believe（或suppose，think等）that...普通，所以通常说：

I do not believe
 that he will come tomorrow.

I do not suppose
 that he will come tomorrow.

I do not think
 that he will come tomorrow.

I do not fancy
 that he will come tomorrow.

I do not expect
 that he will come tomorrow.

I do not imagine
 that he will come tomorrow.

I should not say
 that he will come tomorrow.

I do not hope
 that he will come tomorrow（我不希望他明天来）跟I hope that he will not
 come tomorrow意思不同，I am not afraid
 that he will come tomorrow（我并不怕他明天来）跟I am afraid that he will not
 come tomorrow意思也不同，I do not fear
 that he will come tomorrow（我并不怕他明天来）跟I fear that he will not
 come tomorrow意思也不同，I do not trust
 that he will come tomorrow（我不希望他明天来）跟I trust that he will not
 come tomorrow意思也不同。


7．
 注意下面各句的意思：

I did not go to see him, but to see his father.（我不曾去见他，却去见他的父亲。严格地说，该说I went not to see him but to see his father或I went to see not him but his father。）

I did not go to see him.（我不曾去见他。）

I did not go because I did not want to see him.（我因为不想见他而不曾去。）

I did not go because I wanted to see him.（我不曾因为想见他而去［却为了其他原因］。严格地说，该说It was not because I wanted to see him that I went。）

第二句也可能被解释为“我不曾因为想见他而去（却为其他目的），就是说“我是去的，但我的去并不以见他为目的”。第三句也可能被解释为“我不曾因为不想见他而去（却为了其他原因）”，就是说“我是去的，但我的去并不是因为我要避免见他”。第四句也可以被解释为“我因为想见他而不曾去”，就是说“我不曾去，因为我不去才能够见他”。在有可能被人误解的时候，该避免这种句子。

注意He did not lock the door to（或so as to或in order to）enable her to come in这句是不成立的。说这句话的人的意思当然是“他不曾锁上门，使她能够进来”。但这句话的意思是“他不曾因为要使她能够进来而把门锁上”，是讲不通的。这句该改作He left
 the door unlocked
 to（或so as to或in order to）enable her to come in。下面是另外两个例子：

You must not write carelessly to (或so as to或in order to) make your meaning clear.（该改作You must write carefully
 to [或so as to或in order to] make your meaning clear。）

I shall not smoke any more to (或so as to或in order to) save money.（该改作I shall stop smoking
 to [或so as to或in order to] save money。）


8．
 注意下面各句里用not being和not having，不用being not和having not：


Not being
 able to help him, I told him so.

I told him of my not being
 able to help him.


Not having
 any money in my pocket, I told him so.

I told him of my not having
 any money in my pocket.


Not having
 heard from him, I wrote again.

I was annoyed at not having
 heard from him yet.

不可说He seems to have not
 heard from her，该说He seems not
 to have heard from her或He does not
 seem to have heard from her。He claims not
 to have seen her before比He claims to have not
 seen her before正常。


9．
 He is a teacher，not a professor等句子里在not前面可以加上and，有时加上but。


10．
 not往往作“不满…”解，如He is not twenty是“他不满20岁”。He does not read five books a year是“他每年读不满5本书”。not one in ten是“十不得一”，This literature is still not two centuries old是“这个文学还没有两个世纪的历史”。

比较下面两句：

David has not been home for a month, and is getting anxious about his family.（戴维已经有一个月不在家，对于他的家庭渐渐焦虑起来了。）

He has not been home for a month, but will leave for a distant city in a day or two.（他到家还不满一个月，但一两天以后就要动身到一个遥远的城市去。）


11．
 not impossible（并非不可能），not unconnected（并非没有关系），not without some fear（并非没有一些恐惧）等表达方式里的not im-，not un-，not without...等相当于汉语里的“非不”、“不无”、“未始非”等语。


12．
 注意Not for the whole world would I
 ever think of hurting her里用would I，不用I would。not for the whole world是not的强势式。


13．
 It was clear that the idea pleased him not at all
 等句比It was clear that the idea did not
 please him at all
 语气重些。


14．
 下面三句意思相仿：

What Tom has suffered!（汤姆受了怎样的苦！）

What has Tom not suffered?（怎样的苦汤姆不曾受过呢？）

What has Tom suffered!（汤姆受了怎样的苦！）

第一句是感叹句，第二句是修辞疑问句，第三句是倒装的感叹句（比较最不普通）。注意不可说What has Tom not suffered!这句是从第二句和第三句混用而来的。


15．
 不可说It is not black, but it is white，该把it is删去。参见but 5



16．
 not only...but (also)...跟both...and受同样的规则的限制，如可以说not only boys but (also) girls，也可以说not only with boys but (also) with girls和with not only boys but (also) girls，但不可说not only with boys but (also) girls。参见both 4



17．
 not only...but also...里的but有时被省去。例如：Man has in fact not only
 domesticated wild animals, (but
 ) also
 domesticated wild plants, especially those which bear edible fruit.有时but和also都被省去。例如：She was not only compelled to stay at home, (but) she was (also) forbidden to see her friends.


18．
 注意下面两句里用is he和will the story，不用he is和the story will：

Not only is he
 deeply interested in the subject but (also) all his brothers study it night and day.

Not only will the story
 prove interesting to us but (also) its English will help us in composition.


note 1．
 make（或take）a
 note of和take（或make）notes
 of是“把…记下”。例如：Please make a
 note of that, will you?和I didn't take notes
 of the lecture. take note of是“注意”。请人注意该说Please take note，没有a。


2．
 make a note of比take a note of普通，take notes of比make notes of普通。take notes比make notes普通。


3．
 You must take notes of
 what you read是英国用法，You must take notes on
 what you read是美国用法。


4．
 注意下面各句里的介词（note或notes都指“注解”）：

There ought to be a note on
 this obsolete word.

See the notes on
 （或to
 ）these difficult passages.

The notes to
 （或on
 ）the poems are published in a separate volume.


5．
 Just a note to let you know that I am going abroad on Saturday 里的note是“短信”，用法跟line相同。


6．
 It will（或should）be noted that...是公文英语。


7．
 下面各句里的note或notes后面都接以that引导的从句，意思都不同：

Please note (注意) that this usage is now rare.

On entering the garden I noted (见到) that spring had come round.

Recounting her experiences on a lecture tour, the actress noted (说) that she had met many interesting people.

He drew a plan of the house and noted (注明) below that it was meant to face south.


8．
 关于note paper，参见note(-)paper



note(-)paper
 note(-)paper是“信笺”，尤其指私人通信用的，不指“一张信笺”，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式note(-)papers
 。每张通常8英寸阔，10英寸长。可以说a sheet
 of note(-)paper。


nothing 1．
 nothing不可写作no thing。


2．
 nothing属于单数形式。例如：Nothing is
 found in the drawer.注意Nothing (else) but two books is
 found in the drawer里的主语是nothing，不是books，books是介词but的宾语，所以用is而不用are。Nothing else than two books is
 found in the drawer里的主语也是nothing，所以用is而不用are。


3．
 nothing less than有两个相反的意思：“竟然等于…”和“决不是…”，如They expected nothing less than an attack可能有两个相反的意思：“他们预料竟要被攻击。”和“他们预料决不会被攻击。”第二个意思不及第一个意思普通，但在有可能被人误解的时候，最好避免这种用法。

就语法讲，在第一个意思里less是形容词，修饰nothing，全语直译作“没有比…小的东西”，就是“竟然等于…”。在第二个意思里less是副词，修饰动词（如expected），expected nothing less than...直译作“预料没有东西比…更少可能”，就是“预料决不会有…”。但在第一个意思里less也可以算作名词，nothing less=less by nothing，全语直译作“不比…小”，就是“竟然等于…”。

同样地，He wants nothing more than bread可能有两个意思：“他只要面包（并不要比面包珍贵的东西）。”和“他最想要面包（而并不很想要其他东西）。”在第一个意思里more是形容词，在第二个意思里more是副词。He wants nothing more than to see you once again可能是“他只要再见你一次（就满意了）”。也可能是“他最想要再见你一次（这是他的最大愿望）”。


4．
 关于nothing much，参见much 4



5．
 Your trouble is nothing to his.（你的困难远不及他的［困难］。）Your trouble is nothing compared with his等句子里有时在nothing前面加上as。


6．
 不可说No
 thing does not interest me，该改作Every
 thing interests me。


7．
 下面各句都可能有两个意思，其中第一个意思是“正常”的：

They quarrelled for nothing.（1．他们无端争吵。2．不论有什么事，他们并不争吵。）

He got furious over nothing.（1．他无端狂怒起来。2．不论有什么事，他并不狂怒起来。）

The kitten jumped up to catch nothing.（1．这小猫跳起来瞎捉一阵。2．这小猫并不跳起来捉什么东西。）


notice 1．
 比较下面各句：

It is difficult to obtain so much data at such short notice.（1．在这样短时间以前通知要得到这么多资料是困难的。2．限期这样短而要这么多资料，这是难于办到的。）

I have to give you notice.（1．我不得不通知你，我要离去了。2．我不得不通知你，要你离去。）

I have notice.（我已经被通知要我离去。）

I have given him notice to quit.（我已经通知他要他离去。）

You are to stay here till further notice.（你该留在这里直到下次通知为止。）

They went away without (previous) notice.（他们并不预先通知而离去了。）

下面几点该注意：

（1）at short notice, at such short notice, at a few hours' notice等表达方式里的at在美国有时改用on。

（2）give notice或have notice后面加上了不定式，在notice前面有时有a。例如：He gave me a
 notice to leave by the end of the week.

（3）give notice和have notice里的notice通常指关于离去（如离职或迁让）的“通知”，但在说明其他动作的场合便指其他动作。例如：I have notice to send in my report within three days.


2．
 give notice后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：The tenant gave notice that
 he was going to move on the first of the next month.


3．
 notice（无意间注意到）的宾语后面的不定式没有to。例如：I noticed a boy come
 out of the house.但假使把notice改作被动语态，那不定式便该有to。例如：A boy was noticed to come
 out of the house.


4．
 下面两句意思略有不同：

I noticed a boy come
 out of the house.（我无意间注意到一个男孩从房子里出来。）

I noticed a boy coming
 out of the house.（我无意间注意到一个男孩正在从房子里出来。）

第二句着重在那男孩的正在出来而恰巧被我看见。下面各句里的现在分词最好不改作不定式：

He noticed a little girl standing
 at the door.

She noticed a stranger looking
 up at the window.

They noticed a group of boys waving
 to them.

Did you notice the baby talking
 to the doll?


5．
 下面两句里的notice(d)后面都接以that引导的从句，但意思不同：

He noticed（无意间注意到）that the girl was somewhat lame.

Please notice（注意）that the physical examination will take place tomorrow morning.


notify 1．
 下面两句意思相同：

He has notified us of
 his address.

He has notified his address to
 us.


2．
 notify后面可以接宾语和不定式。例如：I have got a letter notifying me to appear
 before the Committee.


notion 1．
 notion用作“杂货（例如针、线和带）”解，是美国英语。


2．
 关于You must have some notion (of
 ) what has happened to us 等句，参见idea



notwithstanding
 下面各句意思相同，但除了第一句以外现在都不普通：

He went notwithstanding my advice.

He went, my advice notwithstanding.

He went notwithstanding that I had advised him not to go.

He went notwithstanding I had advised him not to go.

I had advised him not to go, notwithstanding, he went.

I had advised him not to go, he went, notwithstanding.

就语法讲，第二句是原来的结构，notwithstanding是not＋withstanding，my advice notwithstanding是独立结构，直译作“我的劝告不（能）阻止”，全句直译作“他去了，我的劝告不（能）阻止（他的离去）”。


novel 1．
 novel是“（长篇）小说”，并不指一切小说，如《红楼梦》是novel，但《聊斋志异》不是novel。


2．
 novel不是抽象名词或集合名词，如不可说Do you read novel?该把novel改作novels
 。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

He is studying a
 novel.（他正在研究一本小说。）

He is studying the
 novel.（1．他正在研究小说［那种文学］。2．他正在研究这本小说。）


November
 参见April



now 1．
 下面两句意思相同：


Now
 you have come, you may stay here.


Now that
 you have come, you may stay here.


2．
 下面两句里的in可有可无：

I shall probably be in Moscow (in
 ) a month from now.

What will the world be like (in
 ) a thousand years from now?


3．
 I have known him for fifteen years now
 里用now比不用now语气重些。


4．
 Having failed several times, he now
 tried a new plan里用now比用then生动。


nowhere
 注意下面两句里用is there和could he，不用there is和he could：

Nowhere is there
 such perfect silence as in these mountains.

Nowhere could he
 turn for help.

可以说I have nowhere to go和There is nowhere for me to go。这两句里的nowhere可以算作名词。


number 1．
 Room Number 123, bus number 73等表达方式里在Room, bus等词前面没有the。


2．
 a number of （许多）后面必须接复数形式的名词或代词，动词有时用复数，有时用单数，如A number of boys
 （或them
 ）are
 （或is
 ）in the next room和A large number of books are
 （或is
 ）lent at the library every day。有人以为用单数形式的动词不算正当。

比较下面两句：

An increasing number of pupils have
 made use of the library.

An increasing number of pupils has
 made it necessary to keep more copies of the same books.

第一句着重在“更多的学生”，第二句着重在学生数的增加。


3．
 在公文里往往把in a number of cases用作often解。


numerous
 numerous跟单数形式的名词用在一起作“包含人员（或物品）众多的”解，跟复数形式的名词用在一起作“许多的”解。例如：

Mine is a numerous class.（我的班级是个学生众多的班级。）

He has a numerous family.（他有众多的子女。）

The illustrative examples in the dictionary are numerosus.（这词典里有插图的例句很多。）

There are numerous books on the study of foreign languages.（有许多讨论研究外国语的书。）


nun
 nun并不专指皈依佛教的女子。参见monk



nurse
 在家庭里nurse通常被当作自己人看待，所以往往不说our nurse或the nurse而说nurse，如Nurse is out和But nurse said so。




O




O
 参见oh



oath 1．
 make (an
 ) oath里的an可有可无，take (an
 ) oath或take (the
 ) oath里的an或the也可有可无。


2．
 under oath是“发誓”，不用an。例如：He said under oath that he was innocent.


obedient(ly)
 关于Your obedient servant和Yours obediently，参见servant



object 1．
 注意下面第一句里用in，第二句里用of：


My
 object in
 writing this book is to teach English usage.


The
 object of
 writing this book is to teach English usage.

第一句改作The
 object of
 my writing this book is to teach English usage也可以，但不很自然。


2．
 with the object of...ing主要是公文用语。注意用with，不用for。


3．
 object用作“反对”解是不及物动词，后面接to。例如：I object to
 it.那to的宾语往往是动名词。例如：I object to doing
 it. I object to do
 it不算正当。


4．
 object that
 ...是“提出…作为反对的理由”，不是“反对…”，如He objected that
 I was not careful enough是“他因为我不够小心而提出反对”。“我反对付他钱”不可说I object that
 I pay him，该改作I object to
 paying him。“他的母亲反对他在晚上出去”不可说His mother objected that
 he went out at night，该改作His mother objected to
 his going out at night。但可以说His mother objected that
 it was not good for him to go out at night。


objection 1．
 objection后面接to。例如：He felt an objection to
 the plan.和Is there any objection to
 the plan?那to的宾语往往是动名词。例如：He felt an objection to doing
 it. He felt an objection to do
 it不算正当。


2．
 take objection to（对于…提出反对）里没有an, make an
 objection to里有an。


objective
 在公文里往往用objective来代替aim或purpose。


obligate
 obligate通常用在被动语态，后面接不定式。例如：As guardian of the child, Tom was obligated to provide
 for her education.（作为那孩子的保护人，汤姆有责任提供她教育的机会。）和A witness in court is obligated to tell
 the truth.（证人在法庭上有说出真相的义务。）


obligation 1．
 obligation（责任）后面可以接不定式，如our obligation to serve
 the people。


2．
 without obligation（不受约束地）和free and without obligation（免费而不受约束地）是商业常用语。例如：Call or write without obligation
 .（请亲自来或写信来询问都可以，问了不买也不妨。）和If you qualify under the simple rules, you will be given a complete preliminary home study course absolutely free and without obligation
 .


oblige(d) 1．
 oblige作“赐恩惠给…”解。例如：You will oblige
 me by calling at the office tomorrow morning.和Please oblige me by closing the window. obliged只指小事情，不指大事情，如不可说The party obliged me by supporting my family during my long illness。表示感激该用被动语态，obliged的一切结构跟indebted相同。参见indebted



2．
 and oblige是商业信函末尾的陈套语，oblige把下面的签名做宾语，所以后面不该用句号。例如：

Kindly look into the matter, and oblige

Yours very truly,

Henry A. Wilcox

这种用法现在比以前少见，在一般通信里该避免。


oblivious 1．
 oblivious的正确意思是“忘记了的”，就是“不再知道的”，并不是“不知道的”，如可以说Oblivious of his engagement, he went to bed，不可说Oblivious of his brother's unexpected arrival, he went to bed。


2．
 oblivious后面该接of，接to不算正当。


observation
 说“观察报告”通常用复数形式observations。例如：He published his scientific observations
 last month.


observe 1．
 observe（无意间注意到）的宾语后面的不定式没有to。例如：I observed him go out.但假使把observe改作被动语态，那不定式便该有to。例如：He was observed to
 go out.


2．
 下面两句意思略有不同：

I observed him go
 out.（我无意间注意到他出去。）

I observed him going
 out.（我无意间注意到他正在出去。）

第二句着重在那个人正在出去而恰巧被我看见。参见notice 4



3．
 observe that...有时是“觉得…”，有时是“说…”，如He observed that
 I was wrong可能有两个意思：“他察觉到我是错的。”或“他说我是错的。”在有可能被人误解的时候，该避免用这结构。


obstacle 1．
 obstacle指一个一个的障碍，并不是抽象名词，如可以说He has conquered a great many
 obstacles，不可说He has conquered a great deal
 of obstacle
 .


2．
 obstacle后面接to和名词或动名词。例如：This is an obstacle to
 progress.和There are many obstacles to
 learning
 a language from conversation.


obtain
 obtain有时有双宾语，作“使…得到…”解。例如：His work obtained him a regular income.


obtainable
 every
 modern type of equipment obtainable
 , all
 modern types of equipment obtainable
 , the only
 modern type of equipment obtainable
 和the best
 modern type of equipment obtainable
 里的obtainable移到modern前面也可以，但不很自然。有时前面并没有all, every等词而obtainable也用在它所修饰的词的后面。例如：He was kind enough to answer my questions and give me information not easily obtainable
 .把information not easily obtainable改作not easily obtainable information也可以，但不是很自然。


occasion 1．
 occasion前面用on。例如：I met some strangers on
 that occasion.


2．
 on occasion作“偶尔地”解。例如：I call on him on occasion.注意不用复数形式occasions
 。


3．
 have occasion to...（不定式）作“有…的必要”解。例如：I had occasion to spend a night at a temple some years ago.下面几点该注意：

（1）这种用法不作“有…的机会”解。

（2）occasion前面没有an或the。

（3）说“没有…的必要”可以说have no
 occasion to..., have little
 occasion to...或not
 have any
 occasion to...。例如：I have no
 （或little
 ）occasion to see him these days.和I do not have any
 occasion to see him these days.

比较下面两句：

I have no occasion to see him.（我不必要看见他。）

I have no opportunity（或chance）to see（或of seeing）him.（我没有机会看见他。）

I have no occasion of
 seeing
 him是不成立的。


4．
 take occasion to...（不定式）作“趁着机会而…”解。例如：I took occasion to tell him about my work.下面两点该注意：

（1）occasion前面没有an或the。

（2）“不趁着机会而…”该说not
 take occasion to...，不可说take no
 occasion to...或take little
 occasion to...或not
 take any
 occasion to...，如可以说I did not
 take occasion to tell him about my work，不可说I took no
 （或little
 ）occasion to tell him about my work或I did not
 take any
 occasion to tell him about my work。


5．
 occasion用作动词可以有双宾语。例如：His long silence occasions me great anxiety.但现在用occasion不及用cause普通。


occasional(ly) 1．
 occasional是“偶然的”或“非经常的”。例如：

This sort of thing is occasional
 and not the rule.（这种事是偶然的，并不是常规。）

They had an occasional
 night out.（他们逢场作戏难得在外面玩一夜。）

He pays me very occasional
 visits.（他很难得来访我。）


2．
 occasionally是“偶然地”或“非经常地”。例如：He writes to me very occasionally.（他很难得写信给我。）


occupancy
 occupancy是“（对于房屋等的）占有”。例如：During their occupancy
 of the house, they had it redecorated.（在他们住在这房子里的时期，他们把它重行装修了。）occupation是“（合法或用武力得到的）占领”。例如：The occupation
 of the country by the opposing forces began during the winter. army of occupation（占领军）和zone of occupation（占领区）里的occupation不可改作occupancy。


occupation
 参见occupancy



occur
 occur比happen正式。


ocean
 Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean等表达方式前面有the。假使不用Ocean这词，Pacific等前面也有the。


o'clock
 说“几点几分”通常不用o'clock，如“7点15分”通常不说fifteen minutes past seven o'clock, (a) quarter past seven o'clock或seven fifteen o'clock。但在文字里可以用7.15 o'clock。


October
 参见April



odd
 forty odd, forty-odd和forty and
 odd都作“40以上，50以下”解。


of 1．
 可以说He is a friend of mine
 ，不可说He is a friend of me
 。但a friend of my father's和a friend of my father都可以说，不过第二种形式不及第一种形式普通。在口语和非正式的文字里通常用第一种形式，在正式文字里（尤其在说起著名人物的场合）往往用第二种形式， 如an acquaintance of President Lincoln和a relative of the Premier。


2．
 可以说a
 friend of my father's, that
 friend of my father's, this
 friend of my father's和any
 friend of my father's，但不可说the
 friend of my father's。


3．
 that big head of yours比your big head多些情感的成分，有“你那大得可厌（或可笑）的头”的意思，that long beard of your grandfather's也比your grandfather's long beard多些情感的成分。


4．
 a story of Mark Twain可能是“关于马克·吐温的一个故事”，可能是“马克·吐温讲的一个故事”，a story of Mark Twain's是“马克·吐温讲的一个故事”。a portrait of the poet
 是“这个诗人的一幅画像”，a portrait of the poet's
 是“这个诗人所有的一幅画像”。an impartial estimate of the critic是“对于这个批评家作的一个公平的估价”，an impartial estimate of the critic's
 是“这个批评家作的一个公平的估价”。


5．
 注意下面每组第一句里最高级形式后面有of，第二句里最高级形式后面没有of：





6．
 下面各句都不合习惯：

I will show you the books of me
 （该改作my books
 ）.

What is the name of you
 （该改作your name
 ）?

We shall be glad to meet the teacher of him
 （该改作his teacher
 ）.

News has been received of the arrival of them
 （该改作their arrival
 ）.

但下面各句都合乎习惯：

She didn't like the look of him
 .

She hated the very sight of him
 .

She could not for the life of her
 recall his address.

Her cough proved to be the death of her
 .

She would like to meet the likes of you
 （像你这样的人们）.


7．
 下面各句里的of可有可无：

When I was (of
 ) your age, I was in the country.

I do not know (of
 ) what colour the paper is.

Here is a piece of wood (of
 ) the right size.

He has an album (of
 ) the same thickness as mine.

I do not know (of
 ) what shape the table is.

The handkerchief is (of) a very smart design.

The two boys are (of
 ) exactly the same weight.

The autumn leaves are (of
 ) a glorious red.


8．
 关于careful, idea和notion后面省去of，参见careful 2
 , idea
 和notion 2



9．
 注意下面两句的结构：

He is the best musician of any
 man I know.

He is the man of all others
 for the job.

这种结构是合乎习惯的。但因为它们是不合理的，有些英美人以为该避免。上面两句可以改作：





10．
 (a) quarter of
 five, ten minutes of
 eight等是美国英语，相当于英国英语(a) quarter to
 five, ten minutes to
 eight等。


11．
 比较下面各组里的各句：




下面的形容词都可以用在这种结构里：

absurd, bad, base, bold, brave, brutal, careful, careless, charming, civil, clever, considerate, courageous, cruel, darling, dear, decent, dreadful, eccentric, foolish, friendly, good, grand, grateful, honest, horrible, horrid, ill-natured, illogical, impertinent, impolite, impudent, inconsiderate, kind, magnanimous, marvellous, mean, naughty, nice, noble, odd, polite, presumptuous, rash, right, rude, saucy, sensible, shabby, shameful, silly, small, smart, spiteful, splendid, strange, stupid, sweet, tactful, tactless, thoughtful, thoughtless, tiresome, unfriendly, ungrateful, unkind, unreasonable, unwise, weak, wicked, wise, wonderful, wrong


12．
 a cup more of
 tea, a bundle more of
 letters, a couple more of
 glasses, a lot more of
 books等表达方式里的of有时被省去。


13．
 关于We would sit together in the park of a morning
 等，参见a, an 21



14．
 关于hard of heart等，参见a, an 18



15．
 关于a fool of a man, a gem of a poem等，参见a, an 22



off 1．
 an alley off
 the street等表达方式里的off作leading out of解，不可改作of。


2．
 well off, badly off, comfortably off, poorly off等表达方式里的off被看作副词或形容词都可以。也可以说How
 are you off for money today（你今天的经济状况怎样）。


3．
 下面第一句里的of和第二句里的from都是多余的，这种多用的of主要用在美国，多用的from主要用在英国：

I lifted the big volume off of
 the shelf.

I left off from
 work at six o'clock.


offend(ed) 1．
 说“违犯（法律、风俗、礼貌等）”现在不可用及物动词offend，必须说offend against
 。


2．
 关于an offended tone（一个生气的语调）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


offer 1．
 offer不论用作名词或动词，后面都接不定式，如his offer to help
 her和He offered to help
 her。


2．
 在offer（名词）后面接不定式，那不定式所表示的动作通常属于提出offer的人。例如：He made an offer to teach me French.但有时并不这样。例如：He made me an offer to teach French at a school.


3．
 offer（名词或动词）to give
 ...犯着重复的毛病，如不该说his offer to give
 her help和He offered to give
 her help，该改作his offer of help to her和He offered her help。


4．
 下面两句意思相同，第一句主要用在英国，第二句主要用在美国：

Both advice and help were offered to
 the young man.

Both advice and help were offered the young man.


office 1．
 关于office boy，参见office-boy



2．
 go to the
 office（到办公室去办公）里的the最好不省去。


office-boy
 office-boy是“练习生”，不是殖民地或半殖民地的“仆欧”或“西崽”（boy）。


officer
 officer单独用通常指（海、陆或空军的）军官。


official
 “政府工作人员”可以译作government official。


offspring
 说一个人的子女，无论几个都用单数形式offspring。例如：this young man, the offspring of an Irishman and a Scotchwoman和two offspring born at one birth。offsprings
 指几个人的子女。


often 1．
 oftener和oftenest比more often和most often普通。


2．
 ever
 so often作very often解，every
 so often作“有时”或“偶尔”解，是美国英语。


3．
 more often than not指“往往、多半”。as often as not可说等于often。as
 often as not里的第一个as偶尔省去。


oftentimes
 oftentimes比often语气重些，现在主要用在美国。


oh
 oh比O普通。oh后面通常有标点，O后面通常没有标点。例如：





OK
 OK有时用作动词，作“在…上写OK”或“把…认为无误”解。它的现在分词和动名词是OK'ing，过去式和过去分词是OK'd。


old 1．
 习惯说How old are you和I do not know how old he is，不该在old前面加上many years。


2．
 a boy of
 ten years old
 , a boy of
 ten years和a boy ten years old
 都可以说。The boy left school at ten years old
 和The boy left school at ten (years)也都可以说。


3．
 可以说in old age，但不可说at an old age或at the old age of ninety，该把old改作advanced。


4．
 关于older brother等，参见elder



omission
 omission后面有时接不定式。例如：An apology is due to him for the omission to add
 a footnote by way of explanation.


omit
 omit后面接不定式或动名词都可以，如She omitted to give
 her address和She omitted giving
 her address。


omnibus 1．
 omnibus是“公共汽车”，其实不一定用“汽”，即使用马拖的也可以叫omnibus。


2．
 在日常文字和口语里omnibus不及bus（是omnibus的简写形式）普通。但an omnibus volume（作品汇编）和Bernard Shaw omnibus（萧伯纳作品汇编）等表达方式里的omnibus不可改作bus。近几年来omnibus在美国有时指百戏杂陈的电视节目。


on 1．
 日期前面的on有时省去。例如：

The People's Republic of China was established (on) 1 October, 1949.

The Second World War was finished (on) 3 September, 1945.

John Galsworthy was born (on
 ) 4 August, 1867 and died (on
 ) 31 January, 1933.

(On
 ) May Day we are to take part in the gala performance.

I met him again (on
 ) the following day.


2．
 关于in
 the morning和on
 the next morning等，参见in 4



3．
 下面两句里的on是美国用法，在英国通常用in：

He lives on
 the next street.

She often reads on
 a railway train.

在英国说on
 a railway journey
 ，但in
 a railway train
 。


4．
 注意下面两句里的on the river意思不同：

He lives in a house on the river.（在河的旁边）

He sails on the river every Sunday.（在河上）


once 1．
 下面五句意思相同：


Once
 you reach land, you are safe.


If once
 you reach land, you are safe.


When once
 you reach land, you are safe.


If
 you reach land, you are safe.


When
 you reach land, you are safe.

第一句里的Once用作连接词。习惯上被它引导的从句总是很短的，不该用它引导较长的从句。如Once you reach the house at the top of the next street, you are safe里的Once改作If once好些。


2．
 下面两句意思不同：

He beat me once
 .（他有一次打败了我。）

He beat me for once
 .（他只有一次打败了我［在其他时候总是我打败他的］。）

for once可以改作for this once或this once。


3．
 not once是“一次也没有”，就是“永不”。例如：Not once have you
 done as I have asked.注意用have you，不用you have。not once or（或nor）twice是“不止一二次”，就是“多次”。


4．
 once and
 for all不及once for all普通。


5．
 once on
 a time远不及once upon
 a time普通。


6．
 指自己的事时，除了故意把它说得好像故事一样以外，一般不用once upon a time，单用once就是了。


7．
 once in a way偶尔前面有for。


one 1．
 关于one和a的区别，参见a, an 20


下面两句里的a和an不可改作one：

About a
 thousand people attended the lecture.

We spent nearly an
 hour in the park.


2．
 下面两句里都有a：

This book is a good one
 .

This book is such a one
 as is needed by every student of English.

但下面两句里都没有a：

He has many books, I want to borrow one
 .

This book is one
 that is needed by every student of English.

你也许要问是否可以说This book is the
 one that is needed by every student of English。有the和没有the全句的意思不同：没有the，全句的意思是“这是一本每一个研究英语的人所需要的书”。有了the，全句的意思是“这便是那每一个研究英语的人所需要的（唯一的）书”。

可以说a
 good one，也可以说one
 good one。


3．
 不可说my one(s), your one(s), his one(s)等，也不可说John's one(s), Smith's one(s), John Smith's one(s)等，如不可说：

Your cat is black, my one
 is white.

All his friends are artists, all her ones
 are teachers.

My house is larger than John's one
 .

His books are kept downstairs, and his brother's ones
 are kept upstairs.

第一句里的my one该改作mine，第二句里的her ones该改作hers，第三句里的one和第四句里的ones都该删去。

但假使在那one或ones前面加上了形容词，那one或ones便用得不错，而且不可省去。例如：

Your cat is black, my young one
 is white.

All his friends are artists, all her new ones
 are teachers.

My house is larger than John's red one
 .

His books are kept downstairs, and his brother's English ones
 are kept upstairs.


4．
 these ones和those ones很不普通，最好不说，把ones删去：


These ones
 are too small. I want those ones
 .

但假使在ones前面加上了形容词，那ones便不可省去。例如：


These green ones
 are too small. I want those black ones
 .


5．
 注意下面两句里用have和are，不用has和is：

This is one of the best books that have
 ever been written on the subject.

She is one of the few girls who are
 acquainted with the old poet.

第一句里的that指books，不指one，所以该用have，第二句里的who指girls，不指one，所以该用are。但注意下面两句里用has和is，不用have和are：

This is the
 one of the books on the subject that has
 ever been written in Chinese.

She is the only
 one of the few girls of my acquaintance that is
 acquainted with the old poet.

第一句里的that指the one，不指books，所以用has，第二句里的that指the only one，不指girls，所以用is。


6．
 注意下面各种表达方式的结构：

one of the best, if not the best, of books,

one of the best books, if not the best,

one of the, if not the, best of books,

one of the, if not the, best books,

one of the, if not the, best book,

one of the best, if not the best, books,

one of the best, if not the best, book

第一种表达方式和第二种表达方式不错。第三种表达方式不对，因为best兼指单数和复数。第四种表达方式不对，因为if not the只能等于if not the best books
 ，不能等于if not the best book。第五种表达方式不对，因为one of the best book当然不通。第六种表达方式不对，因为if not the best只能等于if not the best books
 ，不能等于if not the best book。第七种表达方式不对，因为one of the best book当然不通。


7．
 注意下面各句里的斜体部分：

One should take care of one's
 health.

One should take care of his
 health.

One of them does not take care of his
 health.

One of them does not take care of her
 health.

One who does not take care of his
 health is likely to be ill at any time.

He behaves like one who never takes care of his
 health.

She behaves like one who never takes care of her
 health.


One
 has to say here that one
 always takes care of one's
 health.

第一句和第二句意思相同，One都指“任何人”。第一句里用one's是英国用法，第二句里用his是美国用法。但这种“美国用法”并不限于美国，在苏格兰也很普通，在二三百年前，在英国也很普通，现在也还有许多英国人用。有下面四点该注意：

（1）既然用one's指“任何人”的one，同样地也用one和oneself。例如：One must occasionally do things that one
 dislikes.和One should learn to express oneself
 clearly.

（2）在one指“任何人”的时候，不可用they, them, their或themselves指它，如不可说One should take care of their
 health。

（3）不可用one, one's或oneself指anyone, everyone, noone或someone，如不可说Everyone should take care of one's
 health，该把one's 改作his。

（4）句子里多用了one和one's往往不自然：如One
 knows one's
 friends will help one
 if one
 is in trouble, or at least one
 hopes one's
 friends will help one
 嫌不自然。

第三句里用his，因为指男子。第四句里用her，因为指女子。one of them的是男是女或者非男非女当然一定，one并非指“任何人”，his或her或者its决不可改作one's。假使one of them里的them包括男和女，说话者又不能确定那one of them是男是女，那末该用his or her。例如：One of them does not take care of his or her
 health.

第五句里的One虽然也指“任何人”，但因为后面有who...这一从句，习惯用he, him和himself指它。

第六句里用his，因为指男子。第七句里用her，因为指女子。

第八句实际等于I
 have to say here that I
 always take care of my
 health。这种用法有人以为是不正当的。下面各句里都有这用法：


One
 is rather busy just now.


One
 is glad to have done it.

He told me so, and one
 was very glad.


One
 regards him as one's
 best friend.


8．
 one or two被当作复数形式。例如：There are
 one or two things that I have to mention. one or two通常作“若干”解，很少作“一或二”解。


9．
 关于one...the other...和the
 one...the other...，下面几点该注意：

（1）说“一个”和“另一个”而不说明“前后”通常用one...and the other ...。例如：I have two brothers, one
 is fifteen and the other
 is eleven.但也有人在one前面加上the。

（2）说明“前后”必须用the
 one...the other...。例如：I have two brothers, Paul and Richard, the one
 （指Paul）is fifteen and the other
 （指Richard）is eleven.

（3）在（2）里看来，the one指“前者”，the other指“后者”，这是现代英语里的用法。从前却把the one指“后者”，the other指“前者”。


oneself
 oneself比one's self普通。one's self着重在“自己”或“本身”的意思。比较下面两句：

One is expected to enjoy oneself
 here.

One must do nothing to damage one's self
 .


onlooker
 onlooker通常指故意在旁观看的人，如看人下棋或看医生施行手术的人，looker-on通常指偶然在旁观看的人，如在路上闲看的人。


only 1．
 许多语法书和修辞学书里有一条规则说only（副词）必须贴近它所修饰的词，否则意思便不明白，如I want only
 two apples和He died only
 a week ago两句很明白，I only
 want two apples和He only
 died a week ago便不明白。但事实上英美人经常用I only
 want two apples和He only
 died a week ago这类的句子，而且意思也并不含糊。汉语里也有不少这类句子，如说“我只要两个苹果”和“他只在一星期前死去”，不说“我要只两个苹果”和“他在只一星期前死去”。文言里也是这样，如说“仅存十之六”，不说“存仅十之六”或“存十之仅六”。

上面所举的I only
 want two apples和He only
 died a week ago不及I want only
 two apples和He died only
 a week ago“合理”。I had only
 to look out of my window to see it和It was only
 later that we found out the truth两句里的only都贴近它所修饰的词。但假使在一个句子里，死守那规则语气便不自然，不守那规则语气便自然，而且意思并不含糊，那末还是不守规则的好。


2．
 注意下面两句里用have they和can we，不用they have和we can：

Only once before have they
 called on us.

Only by this means can we
 hope to succeed.

偶尔也有Only then he realized
 his mistake等句，但总不及Only then did he realize
 his mistake等句正常。


3．
 下面每句里的that可有可无：

I would do it with pleasure, only (that
 ) I am too busy.

He would have come yesterday, only (that
 ) pressure of work did not allow him to come.

用了that意思重在那主要的从句，不用that意思重在那附属的从句，如I would do it with pleasure, only that
 I am too busy是“假使我不太忙，我将乐于做这个”。I would do it with pleasure, only
 I am too busy是“我将乐于做这个，可是我太忙了”。下面两句里不可加上that：

He is very careful, only
 he sometimes makes mistakes.（他很小心，可是他偶尔还会犯错误。）

You may come at any time, only
 you had better let me know beforehand.（你可以随时来，可是你最好预先通知我。）


4．
 only往往有“出人意料”或“反而”的意思。例如：

I went to see him, only
 to learn that he had left the city the night before.（我去看他，不料听人家说他已经在前夜离开了这个城市。）

Failure only
 strengthened our determination.（失败［不但不使我们失望］反而加强了我们的决心。）

The money Pual got only
 served to make him want more.（他所得到的钱，反而使他要更多的钱［保罗因为得到了钱，反而愈加要钱了］。）


5．
 only too glad, only too pleased, only too willing, only too thankful, only too good, only too true等表达方式里的only too的意思是“并不是不…而的确是…”，就是“竟然…”或“却很…”，如She was only too glad to help you是“她并不是不乐于帮助你，而的确是乐于帮助你”。


6．
 He is too lazy to do it等句子里不可在too前面加上only。注意He is only too glad to do it里用only不错，这句里的to do it修饰glad，不修饰too。


7．
 one and only是only的强势式。例如：This is your one and only chance.


onto
 onto作to a position on解。例如：

He got onto
 his horse quickly.

The boat was driven onto
 the rocks.

He held onto
 the window ledge.

He stepped out of the boat onto
 the shore.

The boy climbed out of the attic window onto
 the roof.

The cat jumped onto
 the table.

下面几点该注意：

（1）有许多英美人以为并没有onto这个词，他们以为用on或to便够了。

（2）onto多少有些口语性质，在正式些的文字里该避免。

（3）像下面各句里的on和to不可并成onto（on是副词）：

We must walk on to
 the next village.

Please read this and pass it on to
 your neighbour.

The young author is struggling on to
 success.

From one victory we go on to
 another.


open 1．
 with open arms跟with open hand(s)意思不同。例如：

They welcomed us with open arms
 .（他们热诚地欢迎我们。）

Paul spent money with open hand(s)
 .（保罗用钱慷慨。）


2．
 The path is open to
 the wayfarer是“这条小路行人可以走（不被禁止）”。The path is open for
 the wayfarer是“这条小路是为了行人开放的”。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

I opened the book at
 page 75.（我把这本书［偶然］翻到第75页。）

I opened the book to
 page 75.（我把这本书［故意］翻到第75页。）


operate 1．
 下面各句里的operate和operated都有些美国英语味：

They operate
 the school together.

The theatre is well operated
 .

I do not know how to operate
 a motor-car.

This farm is operated
 by a hundred peasants.

在英国通常用conduct(ed), manage(d), run（或ran）, carry（或carried）on等。

下面各句里的operate和operated也都有些美国英语味：

The school and the library operate
 under the same management.（在英国通常用are conducted）

The doctor has operated
 in the city for years.（在英国通常用practised）

This custom seems to operate
 in several places.（在英国通常用prevail）

He operated
 in the negotiations with tact.（在英国通常用acted）


2．
 说“对于（人或身体的某部分）施行外科手术”在operate后面接on或upon。例如：

The doctor operated (up
 )on
 me carefully.

My right eye was operated (up
 )on
 for the detachment of the retina（视网膜剥离）on the afternoon of 9 October, 1956.

注意不可说The doctor operated (up)on the detachment of the retina或The detachment of the retina was operated (up)on，该说The doctor operated (up)on me（或my right eye）for
 the detachment of the retina和I（或My right eye）was operated (up)on for
 the detachment of the retina。

The doctor operated (up
 )on
 him carefully等句子里的on或upon美国人（尤其医生们）往往省去，不算正当。


operation 1．
 the operation
 of the school, the operation
 of the theatre等表达方式里的operation有些美国英语味，在英国通常用conduct, management, running, carrying on等。


2．
 operation（外科手术）后面接on或upon和指人或身体的某部分的词，如an operation (up
 )on
 me和an operation (up
 )on
 my right eye。也接for和指病的词，如an operation for
 the detachment of the retina。


opinion 1．
 in
 my opinion, in
 his opinion, in our opinion, in
 the opinion of the management等表达方式都是正式的英语，注意用in。


2．
 I am of (the
 ) opinion that the problem ought to be discussed again等句子里的the可有可无，似乎没有the比有the普通。


3．
 of (the) opinion that..., of the same opinion和I am of your opinion都是正式的英语。


4．
 下面四句意思相同：

He asked my opinion.

He asked me my opinion.

He asked me for my opinion.

He asked for my opinion.


5．
 public opinion（舆论）是抽象名词，前面通常没有a或the，也没有复数形式public opinions
 。例如：They have public opinion behind it.和Public opinion is against it.


6．
 of (the) opinion后面不可接不定式，如不可说I am of (the) opinion to discuss
 the problem again。


7．
 Jack has no opinion of them是“杰克轻视他们（不把他们放在眼里）”，不是“杰克对于他们没有意见（把他们看作没有缺点）”。


opportunity 1．
 opportunity用作抽象名词和类名词都有，如much
 opportunity和little
 opportunity, an
 opportunity和many
 opportunities。


2．
 opportunity后面接不定式和接of或for和动名词都可以。例如：I shall be glad to have opportunity to see
 （或of seeing
 或for seeing
 ）the city. opportunity前面加上the或an也可以。


oppose(d)
 下面两句意思相仿：

Tom opposed this plan.（汤姆反对这计划［表示主张］。）

Tom am opposed to this plan.（汤姆对于这计划是反对的［表示状态］。）

第二句里的opposed被用作形容词。那to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以该说Tom is very much opposed to doing
 that，不可说Tom is very much opposed to do
 that。


opposite 1．
 opposite后面的to往往省去，如下面两句里的to可有可无：

I live opposite (to
 ) the post office.

The car stopped opposite (to
 ) the hotel.


2．
 My view is opposite to
 yours里的to改作from也可以，但不及用to普通。My view is the very opposite of
 yours里用of。


3．
 下面每组里的第一句比第二句自然：





or 1．
 关于He cannot read (n
 )or
 write等句，参见nor 2



2．
 两个或两个以上的属于单数形式的名词，被or连接起来了，那动词必须是单数。例如：A man or a woman is
 waiting in the room. A man, a woman, or a boy is waiting in the room.和A man or a woman or a boy is
 waiting in the room.


3．
 注意下面各句里的斜体字：


Were
 you or he there?


Was
 he or you there?

Either he or you were
 there.

Either you or he was
 there.

但这种结构往往被避免使用，上面四句可以改作：

Were you, or was he there?

Was he, or were you there?

Either he was there, or you were.

Either you were there, or he was.


4．
 注意下面各句里的斜体字：

A boy or a girl is preparing his or her
 lessons.

A boy or a girl is preparing his
 lessons.

A boy or a girl is preparing their
 lessons.

Either a boy is preparing his
 lessons or a girl is preparing hers
 .

第一句不自然，第二句不正确，第三句不合语法，第四句不简洁。这种句子最好避免。在不能避免的时候还是用第一句或第四句的好。


5．
 可以说Paul had to obey his boss or resign。His boss is the kind of man Paul had to obey or resign里的or resign在语法上讲不通，但合乎习惯。


6．
 比较下面三句：

Put on more clothes, or
 you may catch cold.

I told him that he should put on more clothes, or
 he might catch cold.

I told him to put on more clothes, or
 he might catch cold.

第二句和第三句不及第一句合理，但都可以说。


oral(ly)
 oral是“口头的”，orally是“口头地”，“书面的”是written，“书面地”是in writing。例如：

There will be both an oral
 examination and a written
 one.

You may answer the questions either orally
 or in writing
 .


order 1．
 in alphabetical order, in chronological order等表达方式里没有a（或an）或the。in order of arrival, in order of merit等表达方式里也没有an或the。in good order, in thorough order等表达方式里也没有a或the, by order（奉命）和by order of（奉…的命令）里也没有an或the。


2．
 注意下面各句里用复数形式orders
 ：

They received orders
 to start at once.

The soldiers have orders
 not to let anybody come past.

He gave orders
 for the work to be completed by the end of June.

He is under orders
 to leave for Moscow next monday.

He is not to do anything until further orders
 .

He has given up smoking under the doctor's orders
 .


3．
 order（命令）不论用作动词或名词，语气颇重，不该用在家人父子中间，如不可说He ordered his son to buy a newspaper for him或He gave orders that his son should buy a newspaper for him，该改作He told
 his son to buy a newspaper for him。参见command 1



4．
 order（命令）不论用作动词或名词，后面都可接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should或属于虚拟现在式的动词。例如：

He orders that the work should be started
 at once.

He orders that the work be
 （不用is
 ）started
 at once.

His order is that the work should be started
 at once.

His order is that the work be
 （不用is
 ）started
 at once.

He ordered that the work should be started
 at once.

He ordered that the work be
 （不用was
 ）started
 at once.

His order was that the work should be started
 at once.

His order was that the work be
 （不用was
 ）started
 at once.


5．
 动词order（命令）后可以接宾语和不定式。例如：He ordered them to start
 the work at once.和He ordered the work to be started
 at once.不可没有宾语而直接接不定式，如不可说He ordered to start
 the work at once。


6．
 He ordered the work to be started
 at once是英美通用的，He ordered the work started
 at once（没有to be）是美国英语。下面两句都是美国英语：

They have ordered the house pulled
 down.

The murderer has been ordered arrested
 .


7．
 可以说He was ordered to
 India（他被命令到印度去）。在ordered后面加上to go也可以。


8．
 order往往译作“定货单”，其实不一定是“定”，也不一定有“单”，如开了单向商店里买几件东西，是“定”而且有“单”，是order，但向商店口头或用电话说要买什么东西，既不是“定”，也没有“单”，却也是order。


9．
 We have sent an order for
 a hundred copies of the book里的order是名词，注意后面接for（偶尔接of）。We have ordered a hundred copies of the book里的ordered是动词，注意它是及物动词，后面没有for。


10．
 说“依照交货单配货”，习惯用execute或fill。例如：Your order for a hundred copies of the book has been executed
 （或filled
 ）already.在美国通常用fill(ed)。


11．
 下面四句里的ordered都有双宾语：

My doctor has ordered me a holiday.（我的医生已经嘱我休假。）

My doctor has ordered me cod liver oil.（我的医生已经嘱我服鱼肝油。）

My mother has ordered me a new suit.（我的母亲已经替我买了一套新衣服。）

I have ordered you a copy of H. W. Fowler's English Grammar
 .（我已经替你买了一册Fowler的《英语语法》。）

第三句可以改作My mother has ordered a new suit for
 me。第四句可以改作I have ordered a copy of H. W. Fowler's English Grammar for
 you。但第一句和第二句似乎不可这样改。


12．
 I have ordered a copy of the book from the bookseller
 里的from改作of也可以。但I have ordered a copy of the book from Beijing
 （地名）里的from不可改作of。


13．
 money order, postal order和post-office order后面接for和款额。例如：a money order for
 ¥200


14．
 汉语信函里的“遵命”、“方命”等表达方式里的“命”是客气话，在英语里不该用order来表示这意思，如I shall be pleased to comply with your request里的request不可改作order, I am sorry I cannot do what you have asked me to (do)里的asked不可改作ordered。


15．
 order有时指“被（定）购的货”。例如：

Your order will be shipped this afternoon.

Your order will reach you in a few days.

The order has not yet been delivered.

所以The order has been sent可能有两个不同的意思：（1）购货通知已经发出。（2）所买的货已经发出。


16．
 in order to...（不定式）比单用to...正式而语气重，在口语里极少用。so as to...比较不正式些，比较下面三句：

He went to Europe to
 attend an important conference.

He went to Europe so as to
 attend an important conference.

He went to Europe in order to
 attend an important conference.


17．
 I am sending you the book in order
 for you to
 read it里的in order for you to read it不是正常的英语，可以改作in order to enable you to read it，但不及for you to read或so that you may read it自然。


18．
 下面每组里的第一句最普通，末句最不普通：





19．
 下面各句里的in order意思各不相同：

Everything is in order.（一切正常。）

The typewriter is in order.（这台打字机没有坏，可以用。）

A fresh discussion of the question is now in order.（重新讨论这问题现在是适宜的。）

Unless the weather clears up today, a further delay will be in order.（假使今天不转晴，也许要再耽搁一下。）

第三和第四句里的in order是美国英语。


origin 1．
 men of humble origin, words of Latin origin, tales of Eastern origin, words and senses of recent（或late）origin等表达方式里的of后面没有a或the。但This word has a
 Greek origin里有a。


2．
 Nothing certain is known of his origins
 和His origins
 were humble里用复数形式origins
 比用单数形式普通。


ostensible
 ostensible和ostentatious意思不同，看了下面一段文字便明白：

His ostensible
 motive was patriotism. Actually, he was a spy. Therefore his gestures of devotion to the country were ostentatious
 .（他外表的动机是爱国。实际上，他是个间谍。所以他那些忠于国家的姿态都是夸示性的［就是做给人家看的］。）


ostentatious
 参见ostensible



other 1．
 可以说the other two和(the) two others, (the) two other也有人说，但不普通（参见2
 ）。不可说other two（没有the）。可以说the two other
 books和the other two
 books，但只可说two other
 books（没有the），不可说other two
 books（没有the）。


2．
 some other
 of his books, several other
 of my friends等表达方式里的other现在不及others
 普通。


3．
 注意下面三句里的斜体字：

She has received gifts other than
 flowers.（她所收到的东西不是花。）

She has received other gifts besides
 flowers.（她收到了花和其他东西。）

Here is a flower other than
 （偶尔用from
 ）yours.

下面各句意思不同：

He has visited every other
 country than
 England.（他到过英国以外的每个国家。）

He has visited every other
 country besides
 England.（他到过英国，也到过英国以外的每个国家。）

He has visited every other
 country except
 （或but
 ）England.（他到过某国以外的每个国家，但不曾到过英国。）

注意别用第三句表达第一句的意思。


4．
 Shanghai is more populous than any other
 city in China里的other不可省去，因为没有了它好像说“上海并不在中国”或“上海的人口比上海的人口多”了。同样地，下面两句里的other不可省去。

Iron is more useful than any other
 metal.

I like oranges more than any other
 fruit.


5．
 比较下面两句：

I wish he were other than he is.

I wish he could conduct himself other than he does.

第一句里的other是形容词，第二句里的other被用作副词，有人以为该改用otherwise。


6．
 other more important matters是“（这［些］更重要的事以外的）其他更重要的事”，other and
 more important matters是“其他的而且更重要的事”。


7．
 the other day（或morning, afternoon, evening, night）作“不久以前的某天（或早晨、下午、晚上、夜里）”解。例如：I met him the other day（或morning, afternoon, evening, night）.这里虽然有the，却并不指定哪一天。


8．
 关于each other和one another，参见another 8
 和each 6，7
 和8



9．
 关于He is the man of all others
 for the job等句，参见of 9



ought 1．
 ought是助动词，但在现代英语里它后面的不定式必须有to。例如：You ought to
 read it once more.


2．
 比较下面各句：

You ought to do
 it today.

You ought to do
 it tomorrow.

You ought to have done
 it yesterday.（你昨天该做这个［可是你不曾做］。）

When you came yesterday, I told you that you ought to do
 it at once.

When you came yesterday, I told you that you ought to have done
 it the day before.


our 1．
 下面三句里的our都不对，该改作his。假使us所指的都是女子，该改作her，假使us所指的男女都有，该改作his or her：

Each of us ought to do our
 best.

Every one of us ought to do our
 best.

Which of us ought not to do our
 best?

下面三句里的our也不对，该改作their：

Some of us did our
 best.

Many of us did our
 best.

Five of us
 did our best.


2．
 our
 hero, our
 little artist, our
 young friend等表达方式里的our表示“说话者（或作文者）”和“听者（或读者）”对于所提及的人的关心或情感。


out 1．
 out用作介词现在只流行在美国，如out
 the gate和out
 the window。在英国用out of，很难得用from out，如from out
 the gate和from out
 the window。

out用作介词有下面几点该注意：

（1）有些美国人以为不该把out用作介词而该改用out of。

（2）out用作介词通常用在door, gate和window的前面，不用在house, room, garden, school等词的前面。

（3）out the door, out the gate, out the window, out the wall等表达方式里的out有时作“在…的外面”解。

（4）He lives out this street是“他住在这条街的离开中心较远的地方”。He is driving out the street是“他正在离开这条街的中心驶去”。


2．
 The sun is out是“太阳从云里出来了”，不是“日出了”。


3．
 The book is out可能是（1）“这书已经（从图书馆）被人借走了，这书已经出借了。”或（2）“这书已经出版了。”


outcome
 the final
 outcome里的final是多余的，该去掉。


outdoor(s)
 关于outdoor, outdoors
 , out-of-door, out-of-doors
 和out of doors
 的用法，有下面几点该注意：

（1）outdoor是形容词，如outdoor exercise和outdoor hospitals。

（2）outdoors
 主要是副词和名词，如We spent most of our time outdoors
 和He loves the great outdoors
 。偶尔用作形容词。

（3）out-of-door是形容词，如out-of-door exercise。不及outdoor普通。

（4）out-of-doors
 是形容词，名词和副词，不很普通。

（5）out of doors
 是状语短语。


outline 1．
 an
 outline和outlines
 往往意思相同。例如：This book gives an
 outline（或outlines
 ）of the subject.


2．
 注意下面各句里的in outline, in clear outline和in broad outline里都没有a（或an）：

This is a map of China in outline
 .

The drawings must be in clear outline
 .

The book delineates in broad outline
 the fundamental of Acupunctural Anaesthesia.


outlook 1．
 outlook on
 （或upon
 ）...是“对于…的观念或态度”，outlook for
 ...是“对于…的展望”。例如：He has a broad outlook (up
 )on
 life.和There is a good outlook for
 peace.


2．
 a town of (a
 ) modern outlook里的a可有可无。


out-of-door(s)
 参见outdoor(s)



output
 output通常用作抽象名词，很少用an
 output和outputs
 。industrial output, agricultural output等表达方式前面没有the。


outset
 at
 the outset和from
 the outset的区别，相当于at
 the beginning和from
 the beginning的区别。


outside 1．
 outside the house, outside the scope of the article,outside his interests等表达方式里的outside是介词，后面加上了of就使它成为副词。有人以为加of不算正当。


2．
 I saw no-one outside (of) the gardener等句子里的outside或outside of作“除了…以外”解，主要用在口语里。


outskirt(s)
 现在只用复数形式outskirts
 ，前面用on。例如：He lives on
 the outskirts
 of the town.（很少用in。）


over 1．
 关于over和above的区别，参见above 3



2．
 over and over和over and over again都作“屡次地”解，在英国通常有again。


3．
 over with作“做完”或“完了”解，是口语。例如：There! The job is over with
 !（你瞧！那工作做完了！）和It's an important task, so let's get it over with
 as soon as possible.（这是件重要的工作，所以让我们把它尽快做完。）有人以为该把with去掉。


4．
 在美国往往在一页的底部写着Over，它的意思是“反面尚有文字，请翻阅”。在英国通常写P. T. O.(=Please turn over)。


5．
 stay over night（过夜、住宿）里的over night可以写作overnight。


over(-)all 1．
 用作形容词在英国通常写作over-all（有连字号），在美国通常写作overall（没有连字号）。


2．
 形容词over(-)all现在用得很广，作“全面的”，“总共的”，“一般的”，“包罗万象的”，“最高的”等解，如可以修饰output, efficiency, objective, figures, direction（指挥）等。


overemphasize
 We cannot overemphasize this point是“我们怎样强调这点都不算过份”，就是“我们该尽量强调这点”。


overestimate
 The value of cooperation cannot be overestimated是“协作的价值不可能被估计太高”，就是“协作的价值是很高的”。


overhear(d)
 overhear(d)指“有意地窃听”和“无意地听到”都可以。例如：Let's overhear
 them carefully.（有意地）和As I was passing, I overheard
 him talking to himself.（无意地）


overnight 1．
 overnight往往作“快得（或容易得）好像只经过一夜工夫地”解。例如：The dramatic change took place almost overnight
 .和The obscure writer became famous overnight
 .


2．
 overnight用作副词可以分开写作over night。


oversea(s)
 oversea和overseas
 都可以用作形容词和副词。可以说oversea(s) readers和oversea(s) correspondents，也可以说readers oversea(s)和correspondents oversea(s)。


oversleep
 You must not oversleep yourself
 里的yourself用的多，不用的少。


owe 1．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




但I owe my success to
 my father不可改作I owe my father my success。I owe it to
 you that I am still in perfect health不可改作I owe it you that I am still in perfect health。

I owe twenty yuan to him可以改作被动语态Twenty yuan is owed to him。I owe obedience to him可以改作Obedience is owed to him，但不及Obedience is due
 to him普通。I owe my success to my father不可改作My success is owed to my father，该把owed改作due。


2．
 To what do I owe this honour?直译作“靠着什么我有这荣幸？”就是说“你为什么来看我？”


owing
 owing可以作“久而未付的”解。例如：I've paid all that was owing.（一切未付的账我现在都已付清了。）和There is still ¥10 owing.（还欠10元。）


own 1．
 I own to
 a sense of shame里的to是介词。I own to seeing
 it every day和I own to having
 seen it里的to也是介词，being和having不可改作be和have。I own to have
 seen it等句也有人说，但不很普通，to have seen是不定式完成体。不曾见过I own to see
 it every day等句。


2．
 注意下面各句里的own up和own up to：

I advise you to own up
 （坦白）at once.

I am glad you own up that
 you used his pen without his consent.

I am glad you own up to
 it.


3．
 own有时表示“亲自动手做的”的意思，如she cooks her own
 meals是“她自己动手煮饭”和She makes all her own
 clothes是“她所有的衣服都是她自己做的”。就字面讲，第一句也可能是“她为自己煮饭（不是为别人煮饭）”。第二句也可能是“她为自己做衣服（不是为别人做衣服）”。习语mind your（或his等）own business只作“管你（或他等）自己的事（别干涉别人）”解，不作“自己管事（不请别人代管）”解。下面的对话是一个笑话：

A: As you are very busy, you had better not cook your own meals.

B: Really? Whose meals should I cook then?




P




pact
 参见compact



pain(ed) 1．
 说“痛”用pain, a
 pain和pains
 都可以，例如：I have pain in the stomach. I have a
 pain in the stomach. There is a
 pain in my stomach. I have pains
 in the stomach.和I have pains
 all over.但I am in pain里的pain前面不可加上a，也不可改作复数形式pains
 。


2．
 说“努力”或“辛劳”必须用复数形式pains
 ，但不一定被当作复数，如下面每组里的两句都可以说（第一句比第二句普通）：




但只可说much
 pains和little
 pains，不可说many
 pains和few
 pains。much
 pains和little
 pains也往往被当作复数。


3．
 at pains（努力）后面接不定式或以that引导的从句，take pains后面接不定式或in和动名词或with和名词。例如：

I have been at some pains to secure
 the best available texts for the various selections included.

He was at pains that
 people should not misunderstand him.（他努力使人们不误解他。）

They are taking great pains to master
 English.

They are taking great pains in studying
 English.

You will be successful if you take pains with your work
 .


4．
 He is at pains to learn the facts和He is at the pains of learning

the facts意思相同。注意在第一句里不可在pains前面加上the。


5．
 I am pained to see this和She was pained to hear of his death和He looks pained等句子里的pained都指精神上的痛苦。pained现在很少指肉体上的痛苦，如通常不说He is wounded and pained，该把pained改作in pain。


6．
 The wound in my arm is paining里的paining作“给（我）痛苦”解，My arm is paining里的paining可以说也作“给（我）痛苦”解，但也可以作“受到痛苦”解。


7．
 on（或under）pain of（假使违犯了便要受…的处罚）中没有the，比较下面每组里的两句：





8．
 关于a pained look（一个痛苦的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


painful 1．
 painful作“使感觉痛苦的”解。例如：He has a painful cut in a finger.和This is a painful piece of news. His painful eyes made it very difficult for him to sleep里的painful也作“使感觉痛苦的”解，就是“使（他）感觉痛苦的”。不可用作“（人）感觉痛苦的”解，如不可说He is painful in the eyes或I am painful to see this，该改作He has painful eyes
 和I am pained
 to see this。


2．
 The story of his sufferings is painful to listen to和It is painful to listen to his story of sufferings都可以说。


pair 1．
 在数字后面用pair或pairs
 都可以，如three pair(s
 ) of shoes 和several pair(s
 ) of stockings。似乎pairs
 普通些。


2．
 严格地说，a pair of new shoes是“一双新鞋子”，a new pair of shoes是“另一双鞋子”，但事实上也往往把a new pair of shoes用作“一双新鞋子”解。


3．
 the
 pair of them是“他们俩”，不一定指夫妇。


pajamas
 参见pyjamas



Pancha Shila
 Pancha Shila（潘查希拉：印度语“五项原则”）前面有the。


panel
 panel discussion作“专题讨论会”解，是美国英语。


pang
 pang不是抽象名词，所以可以说a
 pang of...和pangs
 of...，不可说pang of...。说肉体上的痛苦通常用复数形式pangs
 ，如pangs
 of death和pangs
 of hunger。说精神上的痛苦用a
 pang和pangs
 都可以，如a
 pang of grief和pangs
 of grief。


panic
 panic是类名词，也是抽象名词，所以There was (a
 ) panic among the people里的a可有可无。


pants 1．
 pants在英国往往指衬裤（drawers），也就是在美国所说的underpants，在美国等于trousers。


2．
 this pair of pants和these pants都指一条裤子。说“多条”是pairs of pants。


paper 1．
 说“一张纸”和“多张纸”通常不说a
 paper和papers，却说a sheet
 of paper和sheets
 of paper。但papers
 往往指“多张纸件”（例如信函等）。例如：Do not disturb the papers
 on the desk. a
 paper和papers
 往往指“纸包”。例如：Pleae wrap it in a
 paper.和I bought two papers
 of pins yesterday.


2．
 a piece of paper有时是“一片纸”，有时是“一张纸”（=a sheet of paper），往往必须看了上下文才能决定。


3．
 put（或set）pen to paper（开始写）是习语，pen和paper前面不可加上the。


4．
 “当地的报纸”该说the
 papers
 。例如：What do the
 papers
 say about it?


5．
 “有格的纸”该说ruled paper，不说lined paper。


paradise
 paradise（天堂）前面没有the。


paraphrase
 paraphrase是类名词，也是抽象名词。例如：This is a
 careful paraphrase of the passage.和Paraphrase is the art of expressing the meaning of a passage of prose or verse so as to make it clearer.


pardon
 参见for 10



parent
 parent指“父”或“母”，说“父母”必须用复数形式parents
 。


parentage
 a man of obscure parentage等表达方式里在obscure前面没有an或the。


parenthesis
 parenthesis的复数形式是parenthese
 s。“（　）”叫做parenthesi
 s或parenthese
 s都可以，但in parenthese
 s比in parenthesi
 s普通。


park
 ... Park前面没有the，如Hyde Park（英国），Windsor Park（英国），Central Park（美国）和Yellowstone National Park（美国）前面都没有the。


parliament 1．
 Parliament指英国议会，前面没有the。但English Parliament和British Parliament前面有the。


2．
 英国国会有上下两议院，House of Lords和House of Commons。但enter Parliament和go into parliament只作“充任下议院议员”解。关于member of Paliament，参见member 2



parlo(u)r 1．
 parlour用来指住宅的“会客室”（drawing-room）或“起居室”（sitting-room），在英国现在不普通。


2．
 tonsorial parlor（理发店），shoe-shine parlor（擦鞋店），ice-cream parlor（冰淇淋店）等都是美国英语。


parrot
 parrot通常被当作阴性。


part 1．
 关于part，a
 part和(a
 ) great part，参见a, an 11



2．
 most part（百分之五十以上）of them比the
 most part of them普通。


3．
 part of或a part of后面的名词或代词假使是单数，那动词也是单数，假使是复数，那动词也是复数，如(A) part of it is
 good和(A) part of them are
 good。


4．
 two parts是“三分之二”，three parts是“四分之三”，four parts是“五分之四”，nine parts是“十分之九”，nineteen parts是“二十分之十九”。parts前的数字总是比那全部少一。


5．
 a
 great part是“一大部分”，但不一定百分之五十以上，the
 greater
 part是“百分之五十以上”。


6．
 on the part of...（在［某人］方面）和on my（或your等）part前面的抽象名词前面通常没有the。例如：

This is due to good taste on the part of the reading public.

We have heard of strong objection on their part.


7．
 in part（部分地），in large part（大部分地），in great part等表达方式里不用a。例如：The success was in
 (large
 ) part
 due to their tireless efforts.（不作in a
 [large] part）和The book is devoted in
 (great
 ) part
 to depicting Irish life.（不作in a
 [great] part）


8．
 in parts
 和in part不同。The success was in part due to their tireless efforts里的in part不可改作in parts
 。The story is in part written in verse是“这故事部分地用诗体写成”。The story is in parts
 written in verse是“这故事有几部分用诗体写成”。


9．
 take part in（参加）中没有a或the。


10．
 take part with和take the
 part of都作“赞助”或“袒护”解，注意第一种表达方式里用with，没有the，第二种表达方式里用of，有the。


11．
 part（不及物动词）是一时的动作，所以不可说We have parted for a year，该说We parted a year ago或It is a year since we parted。We feel as if we had been
 parted from each other for years里的been不可省去。


12．
 说“跟（某人）分别”用part from
 比用part with
 普通，如He parted from
 his wife last week比He parted with
 his wife last week普通。说“放弃（东西）”用part with
 比用part from
 普通，如He had to part with
 some of his most cherished possessions比He had to part from
 some of his most cherished possessions普通。说“停止雇用（某人）”只可用part with
 ，不可用part from
 。


13．
 He looked part
 pleased，part
 amused，part
 sympathetic里的part是副词，作partly解。


partake
 partake of用作“吃”或“喝”解是被认为不正当的。例如：Being alone, he consoled himself by partaking of
 a cup of wine.


partially
 严格地说，partially是“有限地”，它的反义词是completely，partly是“部分地”，它的反义词是wholly。例如：The poet was partially
 blind.和The window was made partly
 of wood and partly
 of glass.把partially用作partly解在美国比在英国普通。


particular
 in particular=particularly，意思跟in general（=generally）相反，用在名词后面，在语法上虽然是副词，在意思上却有形容词的性质。例如：I like to study language in general and English in particular
 .


particularly
 I usually have a hot bath, particularly
 in the morning里的particularly=especially，在particularly前面加上and也可以，但不很普通。也有人用and more particularly。


partly
 参见partially



party 1．
 party（一组人）当作单数或复数都可以。例如：The party is
 on its
 way to the city和The party are
 on their
 way to the city.注意不可说The party is
 on their
 way to the city或The party are
 on its
 way to the city。


2．
 party用作“参与者”解，后面接to。例如：Is he a party to
 the plot?和I will be a party to
 no scandal.这两句里的a可以省去。


pass 1．
 pass an ocean, pass a desert, pass a frontier, pass a boundary, pass a mountain range等表达方式里的pass都作“穿过”或“渡过”解。但pass a city, pass a street, pass a lane等表达方式里的pass都作“在…的旁边经过”解。说“路过（城市）”该说pass through
 ，说“在（街道或弄堂）里经过”该说pass through
 或pass along
 。例如：As I passed through
 Shanghai, I bought some books at a bookshop in Fuzhou Road.和Passing through
 （或along
 ）the street, he met an old friend.不可说As I passed Shanghai, I bought some books at a bookshop in Fuzhou Road，因为passed Shanghai是“在上海的旁边经过”，并不进入上海，当然不能到福州路的书店买书。


2．
 pass an examination是“在一次考试里及格”，不是“参加一次考试”或“完成一次考试”。


3．
 He has passed the examination里没有in，但在He has passed in
 English和He has passed in
 all the subjects里的in用的多，不用的少。


4．
 pass用作“死去”解现在极不普通，该避免。说“死去”该用pass away
 或pass on
 。


5．
 pass over不可用作“读过”解，I have passed over the passage是“我已经忽略了这段文字”。不是“我已经读过这段文字”。


6．
 pass on...to是“把…传递（或转告）给…”。例如：I told Mr Read that I should be very glad to pass on
 his request to
 you.


7．
 注意下面各句的结构：

Those times have passed
 away.（have passed属于完成时态）

Those times are passed
 away.（passed是不及物动词的过去分词，用作形容词）

Those times are past
 .（past是形容词）


passage
 the passage of the law等表达方式里的passage（［被］通过）在美国比在英国普通，在英国通常用passing。


passer-by
 passer-by的复数形式是passers
 -by。


past 1．
 关于past和passed的区别，参见pass 7



2．
 I am past bearing it是“我不再能够忍耐这个了”。I am past being surprised是“我不再能够被使惊奇了”，就是说“我认为一切都不足为奇了”。但说“这个不再能够被人忍耐了”却说It is past bearing
 ，不说It is past being borne
 。下面两句的结构都跟It is past bearing相同：

A word spoken is past recalling.（一言既出，驷马难追。）

Her ignorance is past believing.（她的无知到了使人不能相信的地步。）


3．
 注意下面各种表达方式里的past的位置。有了the，past用在名词前面。没有the，past用在名词后面：



	during the past
 year
	for the past
 few weeks



	for a long time past

	for some time past




	for some days past

	in times past






4．
 过了半小时以上不该用past，如可以说twenty-nine minutes past ten和half past ten，但不可说thirty-one minutes past ten，该改作twenty-nine minutes to eleven。


5．
 half past ten（10点半）里的past是介词，between ten and half past和at ten (o'clock) or half past里在past后面省去ten。


patent
 letters patent（专利特许状）中虽然用复数形式letters
 ，却只指一个“文件”或“状”。这语被用作单数或复数都有。


patient
 patient在一般词典里注作“病人”。其实一个病人必须请医生诊治了才是patient，而且这词通常是跟医生相对说的，可以说He fell ill on 28 July, and became Dr Davis's patient on 6 August，从7月28日到8月5日那时期里那个人是“病人”，但不是patient。


patron
 patron在商业文件里往往用作“主顾（customer）”解。例如：We hope to number you among our patrons.和The Company will appreciate suggestions from its patrons concerning its service.


patronage
 patronage在商业文件里往往用作“惠顾”或“赐顾”（custom）解。例如：We hope for a continuation of your patronage.


patronize 1．
 patronize在商业文件里往往用作“向…惠顾”或“向…赐顾”解。例如：They have patronized us for years.和Helen never failed to patronize the grocer when she appeared at his shop.（每次到那食品商的店铺，海伦都会在他那儿买些东西的。）


2．
 patronize往往作“向（某人）以在上者自居而表示垂爱”解，就是“以傲慢的谦和态度对待（某人）”。例如：You have no right to patronize me, we are equals.和Seeing that I was a mere boy, he talked to me in a patronizing manner.参见condescend(ing)



patronizing
 参见patronize 2



pavement
 pavement在英国指路边的“人行道”，相当于美国的side(-)walk，在美国指路的中部，就是roadway。


pay
 pay hospital（收费的医院），pay library（收费的图书馆），pay envelope（1．工资的封袋，2．工资），pay patient（付费的病人），pay audience（付费的听众）等都是美国英语。


peace
 It was a
 peace but not peace的意思是“和约虽然签订了，可是和平尚未实现”。


peaceable
 peaceable是“不喜争吵的”或“爱好和平的”，主要用于人、性格、行为等。peaceful是“和平的”或“平安的”。比较下面各句：

He is a peaceable
 man.

I am well aware of his peaceable
 intentions.

We are interested in the peaceful
 uses of atomic energy.

Everything looks peaceful
 in the whole country.（在全国，一切看来都是很安静的［太平景象］。）


peaceful
 参见peaceable



pearl
 Pearl Harbo(u)r是“珍珠港”，但往往指“珍珠港事件”，如after Pearl Harbo(u)r。


peasant 1．
 英国人通常不用peasant指英国的农民，美国人通常也不用peasant指美国的农民，通常指欧洲大陆的农民（不论自耕农或佃工）。


2．
 说（农民阶级的）农民（跟地主相对）通常用peasant，不用farmer。


peasantry 1．
 peasantry指peasant阶级或“农民们”，前面有the。例如：We have a firm alliance with the
 peasantry.


2．
 复数形式peasantrie
 s指各国的农民们。


peek
 peek（窥视）现在在英国极不普通，但在美国很普通。


pen 1．
 说 中国人用的“毛笔”用pen不及用brush适当。


2．
 关于put（或set）pen to paper，参见paper 3



3．
 可以说The old man cannot bear to take pen in hand
 unless he is obliged。pen前面没有a或his。


4．
 关于pen point，参见pen-point



penalty
 under（或on或upon）penalty of（假使违犯便要受…的处罚）中没有the。用法跟on（或under）pain of相同，参见pain 1



pence
 参见penny



pencil
 说“用铅笔写（或画）”该说in
 pencil（pencil前面没有the）。例如：I found her name written in pencil
 on the first page.和All the corrections are made in red pencil
 .


pending
 Nothing can be done pending the minister's decision里的pending作“在…以前”解，是正式英语。We talked freely pending the discussion里的pending作“在…的进行中”解，现在不普通。


penetrate
 penetrate比penetrate into
 普通。


peninsula
 ...Peninsula（…半岛）前面有the，如the
 Malay Peninsula。


penny 1．
 penny（便士）是英国的铜币名。在美国指“一分币”。


2．
 penny有两个复数形式，pennies和pence，下面几点该注意：

（1）在英国pennies指一个一个的一便士面额的铜币，pence指数额，如fifteen pennies
 是“十五个一便士面额的铜币”，fifteen pence
 是“十五便士的数额”。

（2）在美国用pennies指数额，不用pence。例如：It is worth only three pennies
 .

（3）表示数额，从二便士到十一便士把数字跟pence连写，如twopence, threepence, fourpence等。说“二十便士”也把数字跟pence连写，作twentypence。其他的数字跟pence分开写，如twelve pence, thirteen pence, twenty-one pence等。

（4）twopence（两个的数额），threepence（三个便士的数额）等跟two pennies（两个一便士面额的铜币），three pennies（三个一便士面额的铜币）等的不同，在（1）里已经说过。还有twopenny, threepenny等词是形容词，作“价值两便士的”，“价值三便士的”等解。


pen-point
 （或pen point
 ）pen-point（钢笔尖）是美国英语，相当于英国的nib。


pentagon
 Pentagon（美国的“五角大楼”）前面有the。


pent(-)house
 pent(-)house在美国往往指造在大厦顶上的房子，通常只有一层，却是华贵的。


people 1．
 a
 people和one
 people都是“一个民族”，不是“一个人”。peoples
 是“多个民族”，不是“多个人”。比较下面每组里的两语：




a people or two只指“一两个民族”，不指“一两个人”，因为a
 people决不可指“一个人”。


2．
 a
 people和one
 people当作单数或复数都可以。在当作单数的时候，该当作属于中性。例如：A people is
 often known by its
 customs.


3．
 the
 Chinese people, the
 German people等表达方式指“全民族”。


4．
 people用作“家属”（指父母、兄弟、姐妹等人）前面用my，his等词。例如：My people used to live in the country.和My wife's people are staying with us now.以及I'd like you to meet my people.


5．
 two people, a hundred people, many people等表达方式很普通，有人以为该改用persons，但事实上不普通。


per 1．
 per man, per pound等表达方式里的per通常译作“每”，实际作for each...解，所以后面不可加上a或one。


2．
 per在商业文件里用作by解，如per post, per steamer和per agreement。在一般文字里该避免。


3．
 per cent原来是拉丁语per centum的简写形式，所以有人写作per cent。从前往往这样写，现在不普通。percent远不及per cent普通。注意下面两句里的动词：

Three per cent of it is
 useless.

Three per cent of them are
 useless.


perceive
 perceive的宾语后面接不定式或现在分词，一切跟observe相同，参见observe 1
 和2



percent
 参见per 3



percentage 1．
 注意下面两句里的动词：

A small percentage of it is
 useless.

A small percentage of them are
 useless.


2．
 percentage前面不可用数字，如不可说three percentage，该把percentage改作per cent。


3．
 percentage是“百分比”，不一定比全部少，也许比全部大，如百分之三是percentage，但百分之一百、百分之二百、百分之一千等也是percentage。


perfect
 He tries to perfect his English和He tries to perfect himself in English都可以说。但不可说He tries to perfect her
 English或He tries to perfect her
 in English，该改作He tries to help her (to) perfect her English和He tries to help her (to) perfect herself in English。


period 1．
 period指一段时间，不指一点时间，但就全部过程看来每一个period也可说只是一“点”，所以往往用at。例如：at
 some remote period of the world's history, at
 this period of our history, at
 any other period of her life和at
 any period of the year。


2．
 “明朝”、“清朝”等的“朝”是dynasty，“乾隆朝”、“光绪朝”等的“朝”是reign，但都可以译作period，如the Ming Period和the Qian Long Period。


3．
 period在英美都可以用作“句号”解，但在美国比在英国普通。


permanence
 permanence
 通常指“永久”那事实，permanency
 通常指“永久”那性质，如the permanence
 of the treaty和the permanency
 of his weak eyesight。


permanency
 参见permanence



permission 1．
 permission后面通常接不定式，也有人用for和动名词，但很不普通，如通常说I gave him permission to do
 it，很少说I gave him permission for doing
 it。


2．
 permission前面可以用属于所有格的词。例如：I have his
 （或the ower's
 ）permission to use the library.很少用the，如很少说I wish to thank you for the
 permission to use your library，最好把the删去。在这句里可以在permission前面用your，但通常不用。


permit 1．
 permit有时有双宾语。例如：She permitted herself a smile.


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

Her health does not permit her to go
 with us.

Her health does not permit her going
 with us.

假使那主语是人，只可用第一种形式，如可以说He does not permit her to go
 with us，不可说He does not permit her going
 with us。


3．
 permit of作admit of解，但不及admit of普通。参见admit 1



4．
 参见allow 2



perpetually
 Tom is perpetually talking about his new house里的perpetually的作用跟always相同，参见always 1
 ，2
 和3



perplex(ed)
 关于a perplexed manner（茫然不知所措的样子）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


perseverant
 perseverant现在很不普通，通常改用persevering。


persevere
 persevere后面接in和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He perseveres in studying
 the subject，不可说He perseveres to study
 the subject。参见persist 2



persist 1．
 persist后面接in和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说She persisted in telling
 me about her pets，不可说She persisted to tell
 me about her pets。


2．
 persist不一定指好的事，但persevere一定指好的事，如He persisted in mispronouncing my name里的persisted不可改作persevered。


3．
 persist有时后面接以that引导的从句，作“继续说”解。例如：He persisted to me that
 he knew what he was talking about.


persistence
 persistence
 通常指persisting那事实，persistency
 通常指persistent那性质，如the persistence
 of matter（物质不灭）和persistency
 as a moral quality。


persistency
 参见persistence



person 1．
 this person和that person通常含有轻视的意思。a
 young person通常指“一个陌生的年轻女子”，尤其指西方社会里所谓“下流社会”的。the
 young person指“一般天真的少年”。


2．
 参见people 5



personal 1．
 personal remarks和personal reflections都是“对于某人说的坏话”，就是“人身攻击”，不是“个人的评论”和“个人的感想”。


2．
 Personal写在信封上或信内收信人地址的上面都说那信是私信，不是公函。


personality 1．
 personality在一般词典里注作“人格”，其实跟“人格高尚”、“人格卑鄙”等表达方式里的“人格”不同。personality通常有四个意思：（1）“一个人的本身”（personal identity），如His personality has not yet been determined。（还不曾查出他是谁。）（2）“一个人的个性”（distinctive personal character，但也兼指外表），如He has a charming personality。（3）“个性”（individuality，是抽象名词），如Personality is of as much importance as ability。（4）“动人性”（magnetic personal quality，是抽象名词），如He is a man with personality和She has personality。


2．
 注意下面三句里的personality和personalities的意思：

There seems to be a degree of personality in his remarks.（他的话里似乎有些人身攻击的成分。）

Jack said Helen was an absolute individualist—which was a personality she naturally resented.（杰克说海伦是一个绝对的个人主义者——那当然是她恨的一句人身攻击的话。）

We must avoid personalities.（我们必须避免人身攻击。）


personally
 Personally I don't care to see the play等句子里的Personally往往可以省去。注意不可说Personally the play isn't interesting，该改作Personally I don't find the play interesting。


personify
 注意下面各句的意思：

He is prudence personified
 .（他极谨慎。）

She is neatness personified
 .（她极整洁。）

She is personality personified
 .（她有极其动人的特性。）


personnel 1．
 personnel是集合名词，指“（一个机关或办事处的）全体员工”。例如：We have an efficient personnel.有时用作“人员”解，如fifty-two personnel, chief of naval personnel和these high-ranking military personnel。


2．
 “人事科”通常译作personnel department。


3．
 personnel不可跟personal混用，可以说He gives his personal
 attention to directing the personnel
 。


perspective
 注意The comments of foreign critics often give us a new perspective (up
 )on
 our literary achievements里在perspective后面接on或upon。


perspiration
 perspiration和sweat略有不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）说人的汗在生理学上用sweat，在一般文字里通常用perspiration。但in
 （或by
 ）the sweat of his（或your等）brow（靠着劳力地）中的sweat不可改作perspiration。

（2）说人以外的动物的汗或说身体某部分的汗，只用sweat，不用perspiration。

（3）把果子等上出现的水比作汗，只用sweat，不用perspiration。

（4）说“出汗”perspiration主要是抽象名词，sweat是类名词。例如：Perspiration will do you good. A
 sweat will do you good.和He has nightly sweats
 . perspiration前面通常不加a，但可以说a
 light perspiration等。


perspire
 说“出汗”在生理学上用sweat，在一般文字里通常用perspire。英美的上流社会女子往往不用sweat或perspire而用feel warm，glow或melt。


persuade 1．
 persuade现在作“说服”解，假使说了而未能说服便不可用persuade。如He has persuaded her to go是“他已经说服她去而她真的去了”。又如I shall persuade him to go是“我将说服他去而使他真的去”，没有“姑妄劝之”的意思。I shall try
 to persuade him to go或I shall advise
 him to go才有这个意思。I never persuade him to do it是“我说服他做这件事总是不成功”，不是“我决不说服他做这件事”，也不是“我总是说服他不做这件事”。

persuade用作“使（人）相信”解也指成功的，如I shall persuade him that he is mistaken是“我将使他相信他确实是错的”。

但He is persuading
 her to go是“他正在说服她去”，不一定成功。


2．
 下面两句意思相同，第二句语气重些，但不及第一句普通：

I have persuaded him to do
 it.

I have persuaded him into doing
 it.


perturb
 perturb比disturb语气重，通常指心理或精神上的扰乱。例如：The mother was much perturbed by her son's illness.


perusal
 perusal和reading的不同，相当于peruse和read的不同。参见peruse



peruse
 peruse作“细心地阅读”解，说“阅读”通常该用read，不该用peruse。peruse是“文雅”的措辞，比较少用。


Philippine(s)
 the
 Philippines
 =the Philippine Islands（菲律宾群岛）。


phonetics
 参见-ics



phonograph
 参见gramophone



photograph 1．
 下面各句意思不同：

I shall take a
 photograph.（我将自己动手拍一张照片［那被拍的不是我自己］。）

I shall have a
 photograph taken
 .（我将叫别人拍一张照片［那被拍的不是我自己］。）

I shall take my
 photograph.（我将自己动手替我自己拍一张照片。）

I shall have my
 photograph taken
 .（我将叫别人替我自己拍一张照片。）

“到照相馆里去拍照”该说I want
 my photograph taken
 或I should like to have
 my photograph taken
 ，不可说I want to take
 my photograph或I should like to take
 my photograph，也不可把my改作a。


2．
 说“多张相同的照片”该说copies of the（或my等）photograph，不该用photographs
 。


physician
 泛指“医生”在英国通常用doctor，不用physician，但在美国往往用physician。下面三句里的physician都有些美国英语味，在英国通常改用doctor：

Why not consult a physician?


My physician
 tells me my heart is weak.

He wishes to be a physician
 .


physics
 参见-ics



pick
 pick out（拣出）有时带有双宾语。例如：I shall pick you out a good one.


picnic
 go for
 a picnic和go on
 a picnic都可以说。


picture 1．
 the
 pictures
 统指“电影”，比较下面两句：

He likes pictures.（他喜欢图画。）

He likes the
 pictures.（他喜欢电影。）

有时也指“电影院”。例如：It was very stuffy in the pictures
 .


2．
 a long picture是“一部长影片”，a short picture是“一部短影片”。


3．
 picture有时用作“照片”解。参见photograph



4．
 He looks the
 picture of health（他看来像健康的化身，他样子非常康健），He hung his head, the
 picture of misery（他垂着头，有一副很苦恼的样子）等句子里在picture前通常用the，很少用a。


pidgin
 Pidgin English（或Pidgin-English）是中国人和欧美人在中国半殖民时代讲的一种很不纯粹的英语，就是上海人所说的“洋泾浜英语”。下面几点该注意：

（1）该词前面没有the。

（2）Pidgin English是很不纯粹的英语，但一切错误的英语并不都是Pidgin English，如I is
 a boy是错误的，但并不是Pidgin English。

（3）pidgin这词是business的误读，所以Pidgin English原来是“商业英语”的意思。

（4）Pidgin English也作Pigeon English，那是因为pidgin跟pigeon发音相仿，跟“鸽”没有关系。

（5）Pidgin English和Pigeon English里的Pidgin和Pigeon写作p
 idgin和p
 igeon也可以。


piece
 a piece of后面接物质名词，如wood, paper, coal, glass, money, mutton和beef，也接抽象名词，如news, advice, information, work, music和composition。但不可接essay, story, tale等。


pig 1．
 在把猪当作打猎的对象的时候，通常用pig而不用pigs
 。例如：They went out sticking pig
 .在用作“猪肉”解时，pig是物质名词。例如：Does he eat roast pig
 ?


2．
 pig在美国通常指“小猪”，说“猪”用hog。参见hog



pigeon 1．
 pigeon跟dove意思相同，pigeon比dove通俗。


2．
 关于Pigeon English，参见pidgin



pigtail
 pigtail（=queue，发辫）并没有“豚尾”两字的轻视的意思。


pincer(s) 1．
 a pair of pincers和a pincers都可以说。


2．
 pincers
 movement（钳形进军）和pincer movement都可以说。


piteous
 piteous是“（目的在于）惹人哀怜的”，如a piteous appeal和piteous cries，难得用作“感觉哀怜的”解。piteous不及pitiable普通。pitiable是“惹人哀怜的”或“惹人轻视的”，如pitiable condition, What a pitiable sight!和pitiable efforts，不可用作“感觉哀怜的”解。pitiful是“惹人哀怜的”或“惹人轻视的”，如pitiful poverty和pitiful income，难得用作“感觉哀怜的”解。说“感觉哀怜的”通常用compassionate。


pitiable
 参见piteous



pitiful
 参见piteous



pity 1．
 Pity
 he is no longer with us, isn't it?和Pity
 he never had any children等句子里的Pity...等于It is a pity that...或The pity is that...。


2．
 A pity
 , but it was the only thing we could do里的A pity等于It is a pity that we had to do it。


3．
 It is a
 pity that...里的a从前往往被省去，现在不可省去。


place 1．
 比较下面每组里的三句：




每组里的第一句和第二句意思相同。

下面各句主要用在美国：

I don't want to go any place
 .

What place you are going?

He went some place
 with her last week.

He often goes places
 with her.

He often takes her places
 .

He took her away some place
 the other day.

He is living some place in South China.


2．
 比较下面每组里的各句：




每组里的第一句和第二句意思相同。


3．
 I drink tea in
 (the
 ) place of
 coffee等表达方式里的the用的少，不用的多。


4．
 注意下面两句里用with，不用to：

I have placed an order for some silk with
 the firm.

The author has placed his manuscript with
 a well-known publishing house.


plan 1．
 plan（名词）后面接for或of
 和动名词比接不定式普通，如a plan for
 （或of
 ）developing
 the business和my plan for
 （或of
 ）developing
 your business比a plan to develop
 the business和my plan (for you) to develop
 your business普通。


2．
 下面各句里习惯用复数形式plans
 ，但并没有“多少计划”的意思：

I have made plans
 to spend the holidays with you.

He had intended to visit us, but the bad weather made him change his plans
 .

Her illness upset her plans
 .


3．
 plan（动词）后面接不定式。例如：I plan to call
 on them next week.在口语里往往接on和动名词。例如：I'm planning on calling
 on them next week.这两种用法里的plan作“意欲”解，原来都是美国用法。


4．
 They are planning a trip和They are planning for
 a trip都可以说。


5．
 He is busy planning out
 a new book里用planning out作“（正在）为…预先拟就一个计划”解。


6．
 according to plan（按照计划地）里不用the。例如：Everything went according to plan.


planet 1．
 this planet和this planet of ours都指地球。


2．
 统说一切行星在planets前面有the。例如：Jupiter（木星）is the largest of the
 planets.


plant
 These works are equipped with modern plant里的plant统指一切设备、机器、工具等，注意没有a。


plate
 plate往往统指金属的用具，包括杯、匙、叉、烛台等。例如：The table is covered with gold and silver plate（不作plates）.说这种用具的“一件”和“多件”该说a piece
 of plate和pieces
 of plate。


play 1．
 说“玩某种游戏”用play，有时用play at
 ，说“玩”（某物）用play with
 ，如play
 (at
 ) football，play
 (at
 ) chess和play
 (at
 ) cards，play with
 a ball和play with
 a doll。说“弹奏（某物）”不可没有with。


2．
 说“弹奏（乐器）”现在说play比说play on
 （或upon
 ）普通，如play
 the violin现在比play on
 （或upon
 ）the violin普通。


3．
 These boys play in the garden every morning等句子里的play作“游玩”解。这意思专用于儿童，不用于成人，如不可说These men play in the garden every morning，该把play改作enjoy themselves或have a good time。at play（正在游玩）也专用于儿童。例如：The boys are at play.


playground 1．
 playground是“（学校里的）儿童运动场”，不指“游乐场”。


2．
 playground前面习惯用in，不用on。例如：The chidren were all in
 the playground.


plead 1．
 plead的过去式和过去分词在英国作pleaded，在美国往往作pled。


2．
 “向（某人）恳求”该说plead with
 。例如：She pleaded with
 him for mercy.和He was pleading with
 me anxiously not to leave him behind.不可没有with，后面通常接for或不定式。

注意下面一句里在pleaded后面也用with：

"Please come with me," she pleaded with
 me.


3．
 plead后面有时接以that引导的从句，那从句里有时用虚拟现在式。例如：He pleaded that
 his mother would allow him to go to the circus.和He pleaded that
 his mother allow
 （不用allowed
 ）him to go to the circus.


4．
 He pleaded guilty to cheating里的to是介词，cheating不可改作cheat。


pleasant
 pleasant是“使人感觉愉快的”，不是“感觉愉快的”。如可以说pleasant news，pleasant weather和a pleasant voice，又如可以说It
 is pleasant for me to see you，不可说I
 am pleasant to see you。


please(d) 1．
 注意下面四句的结构：

Please let me know.

Please to
 let me know.

Will you please let me know?

Will you please let me know.

第一句比第二句普通得多，第二句是旧式，现在只有“老派”的人用它。第一句和第二句都不及第三句客气。第四句的末尾用句号，因为全句在语法上虽然是疑问句而在作用上等于请求句，所以用句号也可以。第三句和第四句里的please后面加上to也可以，但现在一般不用to。

Please let me know的强势式是Do
 please let me know。


2．
 决不可用Please you...，如不可说Please you
 let me know，该把you删去。Please you...在15和16世纪里是用的，但现在绝对不可用。


3．
 关于Please kindly...，参见kindly 2



4．
 说“请不要…”用Please don't..., Please do not..., Please not to...和Don't please...都可以，似乎第四种表达方式最不普通。


5．
 下面各句里please后面的不定式有to或没有to都可以：

We ask you to please (to
 ) send the goods immediately.

The members will please (to
 ) leave their addresses with the secretary.

If you will please (to
 ) look into the matter at once, we shall be very much obliged.


6．
 We ask you to please to
 send the goods immediately和We ask you to please send the goods immediately里的to please都是不定式。也可以说We ask you please to
 send the goods immediately，这句里的please不是不定式而是祈使句，它的前面和后面可以加上逗号。

下面各句里的please也都是祈使语：

Please(,) may I take this chair?

May I take this chair(,) please?

Please(,) can you tell me more?

Can you tell me more(,) please?

Don't(,) please(,) come here.

If so, may we(,) please(,) have an explanation?

Will you please let me know?和Will you please let me know（参见1
 ）里的please通常不被当作祈使句，它的前面和后面不用逗号。但Please(,) will you let me know和Will you let me know(,) please里的please都是祈使句。


7．
 Those who would like to go to the pictures this evening please signify in the usual manner里的please是祈使句，那Those可以算作呼唤语。


8．
 much
 pleased, very much
 pleased和very
 pleased都可以说，但有些英美人以为第三种表达方式是不正当的。


9．
 说“乐于…”在pleased后面接不定式。例如：I shall be pleased to see
 you.和She was pleased to be
 witty.说“因…而快乐”在pleased后面接不定式或at和动名词都可以，如I was pleased to hear
 of his success和I was pleased at hearing
 of his success。


10．
 if you please往往有“竟然”、“出人意料”、“岂有此理”等意思，例如：

I thought I had lost my pen, which, if you please, was in my pocket all the time.

Instead of paying me the money he owed me, he wanted me to lend him more, if you please!


11．
 关于a pleased laugh（一个愉快的笑声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


pleasure 1．
 注意下面几句的结构：

I have the
 pleasure of sending
 you my photograph.

I have pleasure in sending
 you my photograph.

I have the
 pleasure to send
 you my photograph.

I have pleasure to send
 you my photograph.

I take pleasure in sending
 you my photograph.

I take pleasure to send
 you my photograph.

I take a
 pleasure in sending
 you my photograph.

It is a
 pleasure (to me或for me) to send you my photograph.

It gives
 me pleasure to send you my photograph.

It is my
 pleasure to send you my photograph.

第一句里有the，用of。第二句里没有the，用in。第三句和第四句都不很普通。第五句里没有a或the。第五句、第六句和第七句都不很普通。第八句里有a。第九句里用gives，没有a。第十句照字面讲作“把我的照片送给你是我的意志”解，就是说“我一定要把我的照片送给你”，语气傲慢，所以不该说。不过英美人往往这样说，当作客气话。


2．
 从1
 里的第五句和第七句看来，take pleasure in和take a pleasure in都可以说。注意不可说take my
 （或your
 等）pleasure in。


3．
 Will you do me（或us）the pleasure of dining with me（或us）?等是客气话，决不可说I（或We）shall do you the pleasure of dining with you。May I have the pleasure of dancing with you?等也是客气话，决不可说Will you have the pleasure of dancing with me?但可以说Will you do me
 the pleasure of dancing with me?


plenty 1．
 There is
 plenty of food
 in the kitchen里当然用is。There are
 plenty of books
 on the shelf里该用are，不用is。plenty前面加上a的用法现在已经过时了。


2．
 plenty只用在肯定句里，在疑问句和否定句里通常用enough，比较下面三句：

We have plenty
 of food for the holidays.

Have you enough
 （不用plenty of
 ）food for the holidays?

We have not enough
 food for the holidays.


3．
 Good literature is plenty和Good books are plenty里的plenty用作表语形容词，现在在英国远不及在美国普通。There is plenty good literature和There are plenty good books里的plenty用作定语形容词，不很普通，最好把它改作plentiful。There is good literature plenty和There are good books plenty里的plenty用作形容词，修饰它前面的名词，不算正当，该在它的前面加上in。


plump
 可以说She is tall and plump
 , without being fat
 。参见fat



plus
 plus...是“有…被加上”，不是“被加在…上”，如可以说Automation（自动化）is mechanization plus
 automatic control，不可说Automation is automatic control plus mechanization。


pm
 （有时作PM
 ）1．pm是拉丁语post meridiem
 的简写形式，作“在下午”解。参见am



2．
 半夜12点钟也算pm，写作12 pm或12.00 pm。


pocket(-)book
 pocket(-)book被用来指“金钱”或“经济状况”是美国英语，相当于英国的purse。例如：This book suits his taste but does not suit his pocket(-)book.（这本书合乎他的兴趣，但价钱太贵。）


poem
 poem是一首一首的诗，如a
 poem, three poems
 和a selection of poems
 。poetry统指“诗”，前面通常不加a，但可以说He wrote a
 very beautiful poetry（他写出一种很美丽的诗），也没有复数形式poetries
 。verse有三个意思：（1）诗的一“行”，如a
 verse和a stanza of five verses
 。（2）诗的一“节”（=stanza），如a verse和a poem of three verses
 。（3）统指“诗”，如Do you prefer verse or prose?和Here is a book of modern verse。verse的第二个意思不算正当，该改用stanza。verse的第三个意思跟poetry相仿，但verse注重在诗的形式，poetry注重在诗的内容，形式不错而内容没有“诗意”的诗是verse，但不是poetry。如“这是英文用法书”一句“仄仄平平仄仄平”在形式上可算诗，但毫无诗意，所以是verse，不是poetry。

没有相当于poem的指一篇一篇的散文的单词，只得用piece of prose代替。跟poetry相对的词是prose，跟verse相对的词也是prose。


poet 1．
 poet laureate（桂冠诗人。是英国皇家的诗官，同时只有一个）前面没有the。例如：John Masefield was made poet laureate in 1930 in succession to Robert Bridges.


2．
 poet laureate里的poet是名词，laureate是形容词，所以复数形式是poets
 laureate，但也有人用poet laureates。


poetess
 poetess和poet的区别，相当于authoress和author的区别。参见authoress



poetic(al)
 说“有诗意的”通常用poetic，如poetic feeling和poetic prose。说“诗体的”通常用poetical，如poetical
 works和poetical
 composition。


poetry
 参见poem



point 1．
 关于point of view下面几点该注意：

（1）point of view普通译作“观点”，但直译作“观察的地点”解现在很少见，如He painted the hill from the point of view in his bedroom虽然不错，却不很自然。可以把the point of view in删去。

（2）point of view往往被用作“意见”解，如a carefully reasoned point of view和a biased point of view。

（3）注意from
 my point of view，from
 Mr Sheridan's point of view, from
 the philosophical point of view, from
 the point of view of philosophy等表达方式里用from。

（4）from the
 philosophical point of view, from the
 literary point of view等表达方式里的the改作a也可以。但from the
 point of view of philosophy等表达方式里的the不可改作a。

（5）from my
 point of view等表达方式不可改作from the
 point of my
 view等，point of view决不可拆开。

（6）参见standpoint
 和view(-)point



2．
 注意下面三句里的斜体字：

He is on
 the point of leaving
 the city.

He is on
 the point of action
 .

He is at
 （或on
 ）the point of death
 .

第一句里用动名词，习惯用on。第二句里的action表示动作，习惯用on。第三句里的death表示状态，习惯用at或on。


3．
 There is not much point in
 doing
 that（做那个没有多大用处）等句子里的in偶尔被省去。


4．
 下面两句意思相同：

I hope you will make a point of coming
 to see me on your return to town.

I hope you will make it a point to come
 to see me on your return to town.


5．
 point用作“钢笔尖”解是美国英语，相当于英国的nib。


6．
 point用作“学分（credit）的单位”解是美国词。


7．
 point out有时有双宾语。例如：They pointed us
 out the building
 . (=They pointed the building out to us.)


poker
 说“扑克牌”不可说poker card(s)，该说playing-card(s)，playing card(s)或card(s)。


police
 1. police指“警方”或“多个警察”，不指“一个警察”，说“一个警察”该用a
 policeman或a
 policewoman，在英国往往用a
 constable或a
 police constable。


2．
 police在指“警方”的时候前面往往有the，如The
 police are investigating the matter，但也可以没有the，如Police were called to keep order。注意在两句里police都被当作复数。


3．
 police在指“多个警察”的时候，前面有时有数字，有时没有。例如：Extra police were drafted into the district. 和A hundred
 extra police were drafted into the district. 可以说a few police, six or seven police, twenty police, thousands of police等，但two police和three police似乎不及two policemen
 和three policemen
 普通。


4．
 关于police officer，参见police-officer



police-officer
 （或police officer
 ）police-officer（或police officer）有时指“警官”，有时指“警察”。


policy
 1. Chinese policy, American policy等表达方式前面通常没有the。foreign policy前面也往往没有the。


2．
 下面各句里的policy作“策略”解，注意在第一句和第二句里没有a，第三句和第四句里的a可有可无：

Policy should not outweigh honour.

It was policy to consent.

It was (a
 ) good policy to consent.

It was (a
 ) bad policy to consent.

当然The
 policy of this course is doubtful等句子里的The不可省去。


3．
 注意a policy（保险单）on
 his house里用on，a life insurance policyfor
 ¥ 2000里用for。


4．
 说“我保了火险”该说I have taken out
 a fire insurance policy。


polite
 polite作“有礼的”解。例如：He gave me a polite answer. 和You might at least be polite to him. 有时有“拘泥礼节（而不亲昵）”的意思。例如：I wonder why he got polite and called me Mr Ball instead of Billy that morning.


politic(al)
 1. 说“政治的”现在除了在body politic（国家，民族）中以外用political
 ，不用politic。


2．
 political science（政治学）前面没有the。the
 political sciences
 指“政治学的各门”。a
 political science指“政治学的一门”。


politic(al)ly
 相当于politic的副词通常是politicly，偶尔是politically，相当于political的副词是politically。


politician
 关于politician和statesman的不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）在三百年前，在英国politician有时是“政治家”，有时是“政治阴谋家”。

（2）现在在英国politician和statesman都是“政治家”，但略有不同：politician着重在才能，statesman着重在权势。

（3）在美国politician通常是“政客”，往往有“政治阴谋家”的意味。但在“政界人物”中间用politician往往指“（从事于政治而并非从事于其他事的）政治家”。

（4）在美国statesman是“（有才能，有远见，为国为民的）政治家”。但有时指任何“政界人物”。


politics 1．
 politics在英国是“政治”、“政治学”、“政治方针”或“政治生活”，在美国往往是“政客的策略”或“策略”，有时有“阴谋”的意味。

比较下面两句：

Politics is
 an important subject.

What are
 his politics?


2．
 参见-ics



pond
 1. in
 the pond是“在池里”，如There are no fish in
 the pond和Let's swim in
 the pond。on
 the pond是“在池上”，如There are geese on
 the pond和Let's skate on
 the pond.


2．
 pond在英国指人工掘成的池，在美国兼指人工的和天然的池。


ponder
 ponder the question（或difficulty，problem，subject，saying，等）等表达方式里在ponder后面加上on，upon或over也可以。


pony
 参见colt



poor 1．
 poor poet可能有三个意思：（1）“穷诗人”，（2）“可怜的诗人”，（3）“作低劣的诗的诗人”。在有可能被人误解的时候该避免poor这词。He is very poor和How poor the boy is! 等句子里的poor作“穷的”解，决不可作“可怜的”解。


2．
 my poor sister，my poor old uncle，my poor pussy等表达方式里的poor往往只含“已死的”的意思，不含其他“可怜的”的意思。


poorness
 说“穷”不该用poorness，该用poverty。但说“低劣”该用poorness，如the poorness
 of his performance。the poorness
 of the harvest似乎比the poverty
 of the harvest好些。


porcelain 1．
 porcelain不及china通俗。


2．
 porcelain统指“瓷器”。porcelains
 指“多件瓷器”。“一件瓷器”通常不说a porcelain，却说an article
 of porcelain。


porch
 porch用作veranda解是美国英语。


port
 in port（在港内），into port（入港），at port of loading（在装货港），come to port（到港），get to port（到港），reach port（到港），enterport（入港），leave port（离港）等表达方式里没有a或the。


Portuguese
 不论说一个葡萄牙（Portugal）人或多个葡萄牙人都该用Portuguese，并没有Portugueses
 这形式。Portuguee和Portugee（指一个葡萄牙人）都是不正当的。


position 1．
 a position as (a
 ) typist，a position of (a
 ) translator等表达方式里的a用的少，不用的多。


2．
 in a position to...（不定式）作“能够…”解。例如：I hope you are in a position to help
 me. 不可把a改作the，也不可把不定式改作of和动名词。但I found myself in the position of having
 to say something（我处于不得不说一些话的境地）不可改作I found myself in a position to have
 to say something。


3．
 is（或are等）not in a position to...比will not或cannot婉转。


positive
 positive后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：I am positive that
 he will agree with me.


possess(ed) 1．
 possess作“有…”解，也作“使…有”解，be possessed of
 作“被使有…”解，就是“有…”，所以下面每组里的两句意思相同：





2．
 possess比have语气重，只用于好的东西，不用于坏的东西，如可以说He possesses many good qualities，不可说He possesses many faults。第二句里的possesses该改作has。


possession
 在现代英语里in possession of是“有…的”，in the
 possession of是“被…有的”，如下面的第一句里没有the，第二句里有the：

Mr Day is now in possession of the vase.

The vase is now in the
 possession of Mr Day.


possibility 1．
 possibility在结构上跟impossibility相同。 参见impossibility



2．
 There is a possibility that they will
 come today和There is a possibility that they may
 come today都可以说。


3．
 复数形式possibilities
 作“前途的希望”解。例如：This scheme has great possibilities
 .


possible 1．
 possible的结构跟impossible相同。参见impossible



2．
 all the
 ways possible
 和the only
 way possible
 比all the possible
 ways和the only possible
 way普通。但all possible
 ways（没有the）和every possible
 way比all
 ways possible
 和every
 way possible
 普通。the best possible
 way也比the best
 way possible
 普通。the least possible
 delay也比the least
 delay possible
 普通。


3．
 It is possible that they will
 come today和It is possible that they may
 come today都可以说。


4．
 下面两句意思相同：

I will try as hard as possible
 .

I will try as hard as I can
 .

注意不可说I will try hard as possible as I can
 。


5．
 下面三句意思相同：

I will do my possible
 .

I will do my best
 .

I will do my best possible
 .

有人以为第一句不好，第二句最妥当，第三句的语法结构可能有两种说法：（1）best修饰possible，（2）possible修饰best。


possibly 1．
 Possibly they will
 come today和Possibly they may
 come today都可以说。


2．
 下面两句意思不同，第二句里有两个逗号：

They can't possibly come today. （他们今天不可能来。）

They can't, possibly, come today. （他们今天也许不能来。）


post 1．
 说“寄（信）”在英国多用post，在美国多用mail。I shall post
 the letter to him tomorrow是英国英语，I shall mail
 the letter to him tomorrow是美国英语。by post
 是英国英语，by mail
 是美国英语。Has the post
 come yet?是英国英语，Has the mail
 come yet?是美国英语。

关于post和mail的区别，下面几点该注意：

（1）用作动词时，post和mail有时都有双宾语。例如：We will post
 （或mail
 ）you the booklet early next week.

（2）mail可以统指“信件”, post不可，如可以说He has a large amount of mail
 to answer every day和His desk is covered with unopened mail
 ，但不可说He has a large amount of post
 to answer every day和His desk is covered with unopened post
 ，该把post改作letters。在英国也有人用mail。mail往往包括报纸、杂志等。

（3）统指一包一包的邮件在英美都用mails
 。例如：The mails
 arrived by rail. 不可用post或posts
 。

（4）air mail（航空邮递），mail order（邮购、函购）和mail train（邮政列车）是英美通用的。


2．
 by post比by the
 post普通。但in the
 post和through the
 post里的the不可省去。The letter came by (the) post和The letter came through the post都可以说。The letter has gone astray in（或through）the post里的in（或through）the post不可改作by post或by the post。Please take this letter to the
 post里的the不可省去。


3．
 Post no bills（禁止招贴）是美国英语，相当于英国英语Stick no bills。


4．
 关于post card，参见postcard



postal 1．
 关于postal card，参见postcard



2．
 “邮票”不可说postal stamp，该说postage stamp或postagestamp。


postcard
 （或post card
 或post-card
 ）在英国postcard兼指邮局出售的明信片和私人制造的明信片，并没有postal card这名称。在美国通常用postcard指私人制作的明信片，用postal card指邮局出售的明信片。


posterior(s)
 posterior和posteriors
 意思相同，都指整个的臀部，似乎现在用单数形式普通些。注意不可把posterior用来指“半个臀部”。参见buttock(s)



posterity
 posterity（后世的人们、将来的人们）前面不用the。例如：This is done for the benefit of posterity.和We are working for posterity.


postmark
 可以说The letter is postmarked London。


postponeZ 1．
 注意We have to postpone the meeting to
 Monday里用to。


2．
 postpone后面接动名词，不接不定式，如I have to postpone considering
 the matter till he comes里的considering不可改作to consider。


3．
 postpone indefinitely直译作“无限期延迟”，几乎等于“取消”。


postscript 1．
 postscript后面接to。例如：There is a short postscript to
 the new edition.


2．
 a few words of postscript等表达方式里把postscript用作抽象名词。


potato
 potato有时被用作物质名词，如a piece of potato（一片马铃薯）和a spoonful of potato。


poultry 1．
 poultry统指“家禽”，并不指一只家禽，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式poultries
 。


2．
 poultry通常被当作复数。例如：The poultry are
 being fed.但The poultry are
 selling well和The poultry is
 selling well都可以说。


pound 1．
 说“磅”在数字后面用pound或pounds
 都可以，如three pound(s
 ) of sugar和several pound(s
 ) of lard。现在用pounds
 普通些。


2．
 说“镑”在数字后面用pounds
 ，如five pounds
 。说“几镑几先令”用pound，后面没有and，如five pound
 ten或five pound
 ten shillings。也有人用pounds
 ，但不很普通。说“几镑几便士”用pounds
 ，后面有and，如five pounds and
 tenpence。说“几镑几先令几便士”用pound，在便士数目前面有and，如five pound
 , ten shillings, and
 tenpence和five pound
 ten and
 ten。也有人用pounds
 ，但不很普通。


3．
 Egyptian pound和pound Egyptian都可以说。


4．
 用pound（磅）计算体重是美国方式，在英国习惯用stone（英石，等于14磅，单数和复数几乎总是同一形式），如“他体重150磅”在美国说He weighs a hundred and fifty pound(s)。在英国说He weighs ten stone ten。


pour
 pour或pour out有时有双宾语。例如：She poured me (out) a cup of tea.


poverty
 参见poorness



power 1．
 power（前面没有a或the）后面接不定式。例如：He used to have power to order
 us about. a
 power和the
 power后面接of和动名词比接不定式普通。例如：He used to have a
 （或the
 ）power of ordering
 us about比He used to have a
 （或the
 ）power to order
 us about普通。


2．
 his powers of mind，his powers of observation，his powers as a novelist，a novelist at the height of his powers
 等表达方式里习惯用复数形式powers
 。He has powers
 but hardly any power是“他有各种才能，但是几乎没有什么权力”。


powerful
 powerful后面可以接不定式。例如：He is powerful to persuade
 others.


powerless
 powerless后面可以接不定式。例如：He is powerless to persuade
 others.


practicable
 practicable是“可以实行的”，practical是“实际上的”、“实用的”或“有实际经验的”。

注意下面两句里的practical和practicable：

Of all the plans devised by certain practical
 men with practical
 knowledge, only one proved to be practicable
 .


Practical
 minds are engaged in trying to invent a practicable
 method of producing something of practical
 value.


practical
 参见practicable



practically
 practically往往用作“几乎”或“差不多”解，如practically nothing，practically impossible和practically the same。


practice 1．
 practice
 在英国只用作名词，practise
 用作动词。但在美国名词和动词都用practice
 ，很少用practise
 。参见practise



2．
 下面三句里的a可有可无：

It is (a
 ) good practice to get up early.

It is (a
 ) bad practice to go to bed late.

They went to bed at eight, as had long been (a
 ) common practice.


3．
 practice in
 composition里没有the，用in，the
 practice of
 composition里有the，用of。


practise 1．
 说“在（乐器）上练习”用practise或practise on
 （或upon
 ）都可以，有时也用practise at
 ，如practise the piano，practise on
 （或upon
 ）the piano和practise at
 the piano。


2．
 practise后面接动名词，不接不定式，如You must practise speaking
 English more里的speaking不可改作to speak。


praise 1．
 praise（名词）有时用单数形式，有时用复数形式。例如：His praise
 pleased her very much.和Their praises
 made the girl feel very proud.


2．
 比较下面每组里的两句：





pray 1．
 下面各句里的pray都可以改作please：

Pray let me know.

Do pray let me know.

Do, pray, let me know.

Pray don't let me disturb you.

Pray(,) what do you mean by that?

What do you mean by that(,) pray?

Let me know(,) pray!

但pray跟please的语法结构完全不同：pray=I pray（我请求）或=I pray you（我请求你）。参见please(d) 1，4
 和6



2．
 比较下面两句：

I pray you, let me know.

I pray you let me know.

在第一句里you后面有逗号，you当然是pray的宾语，let当然是祈使句。在第二句里you后面没逗号，全句的语法结构就可能有三种说法：（1）跟第一句相同，（2）let是没有to的不定式，（3）you let me know是名词从句，作pray的宾语。


precaution
 precaution是“预防”，是抽象名词。例如：His life was saved by precaution. a
 precaution是“一个预防方法”，precautions
 是“多个预防方法”。


preface 1．
 preface后面接to。例如：There is a short preface to
 the book.参见introduction 1



2．
 a few words of preface等表达方式里把preface用作抽象名词。


prefer 1．
 I prefer this to
 that作“我喜欢这个而不喜欢那个”解，注意to的用法。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

I prefer going to staying
 .

I prefer to go rather than stay
 .

下面几点该注意：

（1）第一句里的to是介词，后面的staying不可改作stay。

（2）第二句里的rather不可省去。

（3）第一句里的to不可改作rather than。

（4）第二句里的rather than stay改作to staying也通，但因为动名词staying和上面的不定式to go不相称，所以不好。

（5）在不说出那不被喜欢的行为的场合，说一次的事用不定式比用动名词普通，如I prefer to go
 this evening比I prefer going
 this evening普通。说经常的事用动名词比用不定式普通，如As a rule I prefer going
 in the evening比As a rule I prefer to go
 in the evening普通。


3．
 prefer后面可以接宾语和不定式。例如：Her parents prefer her to study
 Russian and English.


4．
 prefer后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should或虚拟现在式。例如：We prefer that
 each new student should
 take this course.和We prefer that
 each new student take
 （不用takes
 ）this course.


5．
 prefer后面可以接宾语和表语。例如：I prefer my milk a little sweetened
 .


preferable 1．
 Going is preferable to
 staying里的to是介词，后面的staying不可改作stay。


2．
 This is preferable to that里的preferable前面不可加上more，因为两件东西里只有一件是preferable。有了三件东西，才可以说more preferable。例如：A is more
 preferable (than B) to C. 同样地，有了四件东西才可以说most preferable。例如：A is the most
 preferable (of A, B and C) to D.


prejudice(d) 1．
 prejudice是“偏见”（抽象名词）。例如：This is mere prejudice. a
 prejudice是“一种偏见”，prejudices是“多种偏见”。


2．
 prejudice后面接against或in favour of（或in my［或your等］favour）。例如：She has a prejudice against
 green clothes.和With all his prejudices in favour of
 long words, he always writes to his children in simple language.注意第一句里的against不可改作to。动词prejudice和形容词prejudiced后面也是这样。例如：I wonder what has prejudiced her against
 （或in favour of
 ）green clothes.和She is prejudiced against
 （或in favour of
 ）green clothes.


preliminary 1．
 initiate organizational preliminaries作make preparations解，是公文英语。


2．
 He wrote to me preliminary to visiting
 me等句子里的preliminary用作副词，习惯上不可把它改作preliminarily
 。 它后面的to是介词，visiting不可改作visit。


3．
 He is reading some books and articles as a preliminary to writing
 a report里的to是介词，writing不可改作write。


premier
 在美国有时用American premier或premier，指“国务卿”（Secretary of state）。


premises 1．
 premises（房屋、处所）不可改作单数形式premise。


2．
 premises（房屋、处所）前面习惯用on，偶尔用at或in。例如：Nobody was found on
 （偶尔用at
 或in
 ）the premises.


preoccupy
 关于a preoccupied air（一个心不在焉的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


preparation
 make preparations和make preparations for两种表达方式里的preparations改作preparation也可以，但很不普通。


preparatory
 He wrote to me preparatory to visiting
 me等句子里的preparatory用作副词，习惯上不可把它改作preparatorily
 。它后面的to是介词，visiting不可改作visit。


prepare(d) 1．
 prepare有时有双宾语。例如：His wife is preparing him a meal.


2．
 The dinner is preparing
 . =The dinner is being prepared
 .


3．
 prepare to...（不定式）是“因为要…而作准备”。例如：I am preparing to undertake
 the task.（我正在因为要担任这个工作而作准备。）prepared to...（不定式）是“愿意（而且能够）…的”。例如：I am prepared to undertake
 the task.（我愿意［而且能够］担任这件工作。）prepared to...（不定式）里的prepared用作形容词，把它当作及物动词或不及物动词prepare的过去分词似乎都讲得通。


4．
 am（或are等）not prepared to…语气比will not或cannot婉转，通常用在公文里。


5．
 prepared后面有时接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should。例如：I am prepared that
 my son should
 have a tutor.


prescribe
 下面三句意思相同：

The doctor prescribed me cod liver oil.

The doctor prescribed cod liver oil to
 me.

The doctor prescribed cod liver oil for
 me.


presence
 in the
 presence of中的the省去的时候很少。


present 1．
 该说at present，不可说at the
 present，in
 present或in the
 present。但for the present里必须有the。at present是“现在”，for the
 present是“暂时”。


2．
 关于present和gift的区别，参见gift 1



3．
 It is a present通常作“这是人家送我的礼物”解。It is his present 通常是“这是他送我的礼物”。难得是“这是我送给他的礼物”。


4．
 说“把…送给（某人）”有下面的四种说法：

He presented a book to
 her.

He presented her with
 a book.

He made
 her a present of
 a book.

He made a present of
 a book to
 her.

注意present（动词）很少有双宾语，如很少说He presented her a book。


5．
 形容词present往往用在名词的后面作“到场的”或“出席的”解，如those friends present（那些出席的朋友）和There are other people present（还有其他出席的人们）。


presently 1．
 presently现在作“不久以后”解，除了在苏格兰以外，不作“现在”解。


2．
 presently往往用在of whom more presently，But of that presently等表达方式里，这两种表达方式作of whom more will be said
 presently和But of that something will be said
 presently解，那presently指“在下文”。


president 1．
 president用来指“大学校长或专门学校校长”是美国用法，在英国不作此解。下面几点该注意：

（1）即使在美国president也不指“中学或小学的校长”。

（2）说“校长”该用principal（参见该条目），headmaster（指中学或小学），schoolmaster（指小学）或head（指任何学校）。在英国往往用chancellor指“大学校长”。

（3）president在英国指牛津大学的Trinity，Magdalen，Corpus和St John's四所学院（college）和剑桥大学的Queens'学院的院长，不是校长。


2．
 president用来指工商企业界的头脑人物（例如银行行长等）是美国用法。


press
 注意下面各句里的动词：

The press（报纸）is
 a social force.

The press（报纸）is
 （或are
 ）in favour of it.

The press（报界人士）were
 entertained yesterday.


pressure 1．
 pressure of debts，pressure of poverty，pressure of business，pressure of modern life等表达方式前面有the，但pressure of work前面习惯没有the。


2．
 复数形式pressures
 偶尔被用来指“种种压迫”。例如：What pressures and fears drove him to send his own sister to her death?


3．
 under (the
 ) pressure of public opinion等表达方式里的the可有可无。


presume
 参见assume



presuppose
 A presupposes B作“既有A，必先有B”解，就是“必须先有B才会有A”。例如：Clear writing presupposes clear thinking.（有了明白的思维才会有明白的写作。）


pretence 1．
 on
 pretence of friendship，on
 pretence of religion等表达方式里在pretence前面没有the（我见过on a
 pretence of sickness，当然不普通）。on
 pretence of后面接名词，不接动名词。on the
 pretence of后面接动名词。例如：He rushed away on the
 pretence of attending
 to something urgent.


2．
 under
 (the
 ) pretence of friendship, under
 (the
 ) pretence of religion等表达方式里的the有时有，有时没有。under the
 pretence of...ing似乎比under pretence of...ing普通。


3．
 pretence后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：She made no pretence that
 she was interested in the project.


4．
 That's only pretence是“那只是假装罢了”。That's only a
 pretence是“那只是一个托辞罢了”。


5．
 参见pretension 1



pretend 1．
 下面三句意思相同：

He pretended to be ill.

He pretended that he was ill.

He pretended illness.


2．
 注意下面第一和第二句里有to，第三和第四句里没有to：

He pretended to
 great learning.

She did not pretend to
 much wisdom.

He pretended illness.

She pretended friendship for us.

pretend(ed) to是“自以为有…（也许真有，也许没有）”，那后面的名词总是指“学问”、“智慧”、“美德”等，pretend(ed)是“假装着…”。


pretension 1．
 注意下面三句：

He has
 no pretension(s)
 to learning.（他并没有学问。）

He makes
 no pretension(s)
 to learning.（他并不自以为有学问。）

He makes
 no pretence
 to learning.（跟第二句意思相同。）


2．
 He has pretension but hardly any pretensions
 是“他是自负的，但是几乎没有什么足以自负”。


pretext 1．
 pretext后面接for和名词或动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He could not find a pretext for
 absence和He could not find a pretext for leaving
 the house，不可说He could not find a pretext to leave
 the house。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

He declined the offer on
 （或upon
 ，或under
 ）the pretext of inability
 to do it.

He declined the offer on
 （或upon
 ，或under
 ）the pretext of being
 unable to do it.

He declined the offer on
 （或upon
 ，或under
 ）the pretext that
 he could not do it.

第一句里of后面接名词，第二句里of后面接动名词，第三句里pretext后面接连接词that。


prevail 1．
 prevail on（或upon）作persuade（但语气比persuade重）解，后面接宾语和不定式。例如：The man prevailed on（或upon）us to give his method a trial. 参见persuade



2．
 prevail with=prevail (up)on，但比较不普通。


3．
 prevail over作“胜过”或“压倒”解。例如：Reason prevails over emotion.（理智战胜了感情。）


4．
 prevail against=prevail over，但比较不普通。


prevailing
 A widely prevalent
 pronunciation of a word may not necessarily be its prevailing
 pronunciation是“一个词的广泛流行的发音不一定是它的（压倒一切的）最流行的发音”。


prevalent
 参见prevailing



prevent 1．
 prevent作“阻止成功”解，假使阻止而不成功不可用prevent。如She prevented him from going是“她阻止他去而他真的不去了”。而“她阻止他去，可是他还是去了”该说She tried
 to prevent him from going, but he still went。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

She prevented him from going
 .

She prevented his going
 .

She prevented him going也有人说，但不算正当。注意不可说She prevented him to go
 。


preven(ta)tive
 preventive比preventative普通。


previous(ly) 1．
 He wrote to me previous to visiting
 me等句子里的previous用作副词，习惯上很少用previously
 。它后面的to是介词，visiting不可改作visit。


2．
 注意下面第一句里有for，第二句和第三句里都没有for。

He was the man whom I had studied with for
 two months previously.

He was the man whom I had met two months previously.

He was the man whom I had met the day previously.


3．
 previously往往跟now相对。例如：They are now
 friends, but were previously
 bitter enemies.


pre(-)war
 pre(-)war（［第一次或第二次］世界大战以前的）通常是形容词，如pre(-)war conditions和pre(-)war politics。但有时也用作副词。例如：That happened pre(-)war.


prey
 可以说a
 prey，但不可说preys
 ，注意下面第一句、第二句和第三句里用a
 prey，第四句和第五句里用prey，第五句里加上a也可以：

The bird fell a
 prey to the cat.

Two birds fell a
 prey to the cat.

He used to be a
 prey to sleeplessness.

Birds are the prey of cats.

In those days colonialists often regarded their slaves as legitimate prey.


price 1．
 price current和current price不同。price current是“商品时价表”，就是“价目表”（price list），current price是“目下的价目”，就是“时价”。可以说A price current is a list of current prices。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

What is the price of cabbages today?

What price are cabbages today?

What are cabbages today?


3．
 注意下面两句里的without price意思不同：

These pearls are said to be without price.（这些珍珠据说是无价之宝。）

His service was often given without price.（他的服务往往是不取报酬的。）


pride 1．
 proper pride是“自尊”，是褒义的，false pride是“妄自尊大”，是贬义的。单用pride有时指“自尊”，有时指“妄自尊大”。比较下面两句：

Robert had too much pride（自尊）to tell lies.

Robert had too much pride（妄自尊大）to wash up.


2．
 take a
 pride in和take pride in都作“把…引为得意”解。


3．
 pride（动词）后面可以接反身代词和以that引导的从句。例如：She prided herself that
 she had won the title of advaced worker.


prime
 of prime importance主要是公文英语。


principal
 principal在英国指牛津（Oxford）和剑桥（Cambridge）大学的若干学院（college）的院长，也指若干大学的校长，在美国只指中学或小学校长，在苏格兰只指大学校长。


principle 1．
 说“道德”或“节操”用principle或principles
 都可以。例如：He has both ability（或abilities）and principle(s
 ).


2．
 in
 principle是“一般地”或“就大体而论地”。例如：I accept the suggestion in
 principle.（就大体而论我接受这建议［对于若干细节未必接受］。）和The matter is simple in
 principle, the difficulty being in the details.（这件事一般说来是简单的，困难是在于细节上。）on
 principle是“根据原则”或“按照原则”。例如：I accept the suggestion on
 principle.（我根据原则接受这建议［并不出于私意］。）和He acted always on
 principle, not on impulse.（他行事总是按照原则，并不由于冲动。）


print(er) 1．
 print(er)和publish(er)不同。print(er)是“印刷（者）”，publish(er)是“出版（者）”。


2．
 in print有时指人。例如：He saw himself in print.（他见到他的著作被印刷［而出版］。）


3．
 print有时把magazine，newspaper等做主语。例如：The magazine prints essays and poems. 在这种用法里有时把“人”做宾语。例如：This magazine prints many young writers.（这个杂志刊登许多青年作家［的作品］。）


prior
 He wrote to me prior to visiting
 me等句子里的prior用作副词，习惯上不可把它改作priorly
 。它后面的to是介词，visiting不可改作visit。


prison
 in prison，out of prison，enter prison，leave prison，lie in prison，go to prison，condemn to prison，put in prison，put into prison，throw into prison，take to prison，send to prison等表达方式里没有the。


prisoner 1．
 prisoner指“被拘禁的人”，不一定有罪。


2．
 The prisoner proved an innocent man里的The往往省去，作Prisoner...。


3．
 take prisoner（把［某人］俘虏）是习语，prisoner前面没有a，如They have taken
 him prisoner
 。We have taken them prisoner
 和We have taken them prisoners
 都可以说。把take改作make也可以，但不很普通。The fly got into the cobweb and was thus held prisoner等句子里在prisoner前面习惯没有a。


private
 private school在英国指“为了赚钱而办的私立学校”，在美国、苏格兰和英国的属地指“收费的学校”。


privation
 注意下面第一句里用privation，第二句里用privations
 ，第三句里用a
 privation：

He looked upon privation as no hardship.

The explorers underwent many privations
 .

She found it a
 great privation to have no fruit to eat.


probability 1．
 probability后面接of和动名词或以that引导的从句，不接不定式，如可以说There is no（或not much）probability of
 (our
 ) seeing
 him again, There is no（或not much）probability that
 we shall see him again和There is a probability that
 school will close a week earlier than usual。不可说There is no（或not much）probability (for us) to see
 him again或There is a probability (for school) to close
 a week earlier than usual。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

He says he is not sure whether the letter has miscarried, but the probability is
 that it has.

He says he is not sure whether the letter has miscarried, but the probabilities are
 that it has.


probable 1．
 probable的结构跟improbable相同。参见improbable



2．
 比较下面两句：

It's possible, but not probable.（那是可能的，但是大概不会实现。）

It's probable, not possible.（那是大概会实现的，不只是可能的。）


3．
 The most probable thing is
 that they will arrive late tonight里的is不可改作will be。


probably
 下面每组里的第一句和第二句比第三句好：





probe
 probe（名词）用作“调查”解，原来是美国英语，现在英国也用，尤其用在报纸的标题里。


problem
 problem有时用作形容词，作difficult（难对付的）或restless（动荡不安的）或distressed（受灾难的）解，如a problem
 child和a problem
 area。


procedure 1．
 legal procedure，parliamentary procedure，laboratory procedure等表达方式前面没有the。


2．
 可以说democratic procedure和a
 tactless procedure，democratic procedures
 和tactless procedures
 。


proceed 1．
 proceed是不及物动词，后面通常接with，偶尔接in。例如：We proceeded with
 （偶尔用in
 ）our game pleasantly.


2．
 proceed to...（不定式）跟go on to...（不定式）意思相同。参见go 6



3．
 proceed用作go解主要是公文英语。


process 1．
 in process of construction，in process of preparation，in process of completion等表达方式里在。process前面通常没有the。in process of time（日积月累地）里没有the。


2．
 in process of后面有时接动名词。例如：He was then in process of becoming a scientist.


proclaim
 下面两句的结构相同，但两个proclaimed的意思不同。him后面可以加上to be，但通常不加：

They proclaimed him a scientist.

His manners proclaimed him a well-bred person.


procure 1．
 procure原来有“由于努力而取得”的意思，现在却往往作“取得”解。


2．
 procure有时有双宾语。例如：They procured him some furniture.


produce
 produce（名词）统指一切农产品、天然产品或工业产品，前面不加a，也没有复数形式produces。a
 product是“一件（天然、农业、或工业）产品”，products
 是“多件（天然、农业或工业）产品”，如a
 product of the soil和products
 of manufacture。a
 production是“一件（文学或艺术）作品”，productions
 是“多件（文学或艺术）作品”，如a
 production of genius和the artist's early productions
 。

the literary products
 of the age和the literary productions
 of the age都可以说，前者把products用在譬喻里，把作品看作产品。

product偶尔作“产品总量”解。例如：The factory's product for 1959 exceeds that for 1958.


producer
 producer在英国指“戏剧或电影的导演”，在美国指“戏院的老板”。在美国说“导演”用director。


product
 参见produce



production
 参见produce



productive
 be productive of往往不及produce自然，如Carelessness is productive of
 mistakes不及Carelessness produces mistakes自然。


productivity
 productivity现在比productiveness普通。例如：the productivity of labour（劳动生产率）


profess 1．
 profess用在抽象名词前面有时作“承认有”解，有时作“自称有”解。例如：He professes his dislike of books.（他承认不喜欢书。）和He professes a love of good books.（他自称喜欢好书。）


2．
 profess to...（不定式）作“自称”解。例如：He professes to be
 a learned man.


3．
 profess用在反身代词和名词的前面作“承认”解。例如：He professes himself a Buddhist.


4．
 profess用在反身代词和形容词的前面有时作“承认”解，有时作“自称”解。例如：He professes himself perplexed.（他承认弄不明白。）和He professes himself fond of good books.（他自称喜欢好书。）


profession 1．
 profession指“高尚”而非商业性质的职业，如医生、律师、牧师、教师、工程师、建筑师等职业，不指木匠、铁匠、书记、经理等职业。但by profession没有这限制。例如：He is a carpenter by profession.


2．
 profession不指“职位”。


professor 1．
 professor在英国是“大学教授”，在美国往往也用来指“中学教员”（似乎专指男的）。不论在英国或在美国，往往指跳舞、拳术、魔术等的教师。街头卖药或卖艺的人也往往自称professor。


2．
 说“某科博士…教授”有下面两种表达方式：

Professor Albert Lee, Ph D（哲学博士Albert Lee教授）

Professor Albert Lee Ph D

说“某科教授…博士”有下面的表达方式：

Dr Albert Lee, Professor of Mathematics


3．
 说“某校的教授”在校名的前面该用in或at，不用of。例如：Dr Albert Lee is a professor of mathematics in
 （或at
 ）Oxford University在正式文字里用in，在非正式文字和口语里用at。但说“某校的某教授”在校名的前面该用of，不用in或at。例如：Professor Albert Lee of
 Oxford University，往往在of前面有逗号。比较下面两句：

Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, Professor of English Literature in
 （或at
 ）Cambridge University, is the author of many books.

Professor Arthur Quiller-Couch(,) of
 Cambridge University(,) is the author of many books.

第一句可以改作Arthur Quiller-Couch, Professor of English Literature, Cambridge University, is the author of many books。Cambridge University前面没有in或at而有逗号，但不很普通。


4．
 该说professor of English，professor of mathematics等，不可说English professor，mathematics professor等。

professor of
 English，professor of
 mathematics等表达方式里的of改作in也可以，但远不及of普通。


profit 1．
 profit作“益处”解前面不可加a，也没有复数形式profits
 。说“利润”用profit，a
 profit和profits
 都可以。例如：We hoped to sell the goods at a
 profit.和Part of the profits were devoted to charity.

说“利得税”用profit tax或profits
 tax都可以。


2．
 profit from, profit by和profit of都作“利用”或“得益于”解，profit from最普通，似乎在动名词前面总是用profit from。例如：

She profited from（或by，或of）this time to look at the paintings.

She profited from looking at the paintings.


progress
 progress前面偶尔用a，如I am glad that you are making so great a
 progress in English和He aims at a
 steady progress, planned and determined。


progressive
 参见advance(d) 2



prohibit
 prohibit比forbid严正。它的宾语后面接from和动名词，如They prohibit him from doing
 it。很少接不定式，如最好不说They prohibit him to do
 it。用了forbid便该接不定式。参见forbid(den) 1



promise 1．
 promise不论用作名词或动词，后面接不定式。例如：She has made a promise to return
 the violin in the evening.和She has promised to return
 the violin in the evening.第一句里的to return不可改作of returning，第二句里的to return不可改作returning。


2．
 promise跟consent不可混用，如下面两句意思不同：

He has promised
 to give a lecture.（他已经允诺作一次演讲［不一定预先被人请求］。）

He has consented
 to give a lecture.（他已经同意作一次演讲［一定预先被人请求］。）

promise着重在“约束自己”，不含“应允他人的请求”的意思。说自己的“遵命”和他人的“首肯”都不可用promise。请求对方做什么事不可说Will you promise to...?


3．
 promise跟permit或permission不可混用，如下面每组里的两句意思大不同：





4．
 He has promised his daughter a fountain pen for her birthday和He has promised a fountain pen to
 her daughter for her birthday都可以说。


5．
 用promise该注意别犯双重被动的毛病，如不可说The lecture has been promised to be given
 at eight o'clock，可以把has been promised改作is。


6．
 注意下面第一句里用will，第二句里用would，第三句里用shall，第四句里用should，第五句里用shall，第六句里用should：

He has promised that he will
 help me.

He promised that he would
 help me.

He has promised that I shall
 have his help.

He promised that I should
 have his help.

He has promised that help shall
 be given me.

He promised that help should
 be given me.

第一句里用will，第二句里用would，因为在直接引语里是I will
 help you。第三句里用shall，第四句里用should，因为在直接引语里是You（或He，或She）shall
 have my help。第五句里用shall，第六句里用should，因为在直接引语里是Help shall
 be given you（或him，或her）。

promise用作名词也是这样。例如：

I hope he will keep his promise that he will
 help me.

He kept his promise that he would
 help me.

I hope he will keep his promise that I shall
 have his help.

He kept his promise that I should
 have his help.

I hope he will keep his promise that help shall
 be given me.

He kept his promise that help should
 be given me.


7．
 下面两句意思相同：

I'll warn him once more, I promise you.（我向你保证，我要再警告他一次。）

I'll warn him once more, I promise you that
 .


promote 1．
 下面三句意思相同：

The officer has been promoted to the rank of general.

The officer has been promoted to be general.

The officer has been promoted general.

注意不可说The officer has been promoted to
 general，这是英美人常有的错误。


2．
 可以说International friendship promotes peace，但不可说Containment policy promote war，因为promote不可用于坏的东西，可以把promote改作lead to。也不可说Drink promotes idleness或Inaccuracy promotes errors。可以把前句里的promotes改作leads to，后句里的promotes改作leads to或produces。


pronounce
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：





proof
 I am proof against
 even that inducemennt等句子里的proof后面通常接against，偶尔接to。


propaganda 1．
 propaganda通常有两个意思：（1）“宣传”，（2）“宣传机器”或“宣传运动”。不论哪个意思，都是单数：第一个意思是抽象名词，没有复数形式，第二个意思是类名词，它的复数形式是propagandas
 。


2．
 propaganda通常不指销售商品的广告（advertising）。


3．
 propaganda是“宣传”，那被宣传的消息可真可伪，意见可好可坏。但That's not true，it's mere propaganda等句子里的propaganda被用作贬义。所以有人避免用propaganda而改用publicity。


4．
 相当于propaganda的动词是propagandize。但这词很不普通，通常改用publicize。


propensity
 propensity后面接to（或for）和名词，for（或to）和动名词或不定式，如a propensity to
 （或for
 ）extravagance，a propensity for
 （或to
 ）spending
 money freely和a propensity to spend
 money freely。


proper
 proper用在名词后面作“…的本身”解，如Greece proper（希腊国的本部），the garden proper（园的本部），the Dictionary proper（本词典正文）和literature proper（狭义的所谓文学）。


property
 property统指所有物。除作“地产”解以外，不可用a
 property或properties
 。说“一件所有物”该说a piece
 （或an article
 ）of property，说“多件所有物”该说pieces
 （或articles
 ）of property。注意下面各句里的斜体字：

The house and furniture are my property
 .（不用properties
 ）

Much property
 was destroyed in the fire.（不用Many
 properties
 ）

The vase is a fine piece
 （或article
 ）of property.（不用a fine property）

He has a
 small property in the country.（a
 small property指“一小块地产”）


prophecy
 prophec
 y是名词，prophesy
 是动词。


prophesy
 参见prophecy



proportion
 a proportion of用作a part of或some解，是公文英语。


proportionable
 参见proportionate



proportional
 参见proportionate



proportionate
 proportionate跟proportional可以说没有区别。proportionable
 现在不普通。


proposal 1．
 proposal后面接不定式或for和名词，如his proposal to repair
 the house和his proposal for
 the repair
 of the house。


2．
 注意下面两句里用should或虚拟现在式：

His proposal is that the house (should
 ) be repaired.

His proposal was that the house (should
 ) be repaired.

第一句里的should改作shall也可以。


propose 1．
 propose（意欲）后面接不定式或动名词都可以。例如：I propose to write
 （或writing
 ）a complete grammar.用不定式比用动名词普通。


2．
 propose（提议）后面接不定式或动名词都可以。例如：We propose to abolish
 （或abolishing
 ）all weapons of mass destruction.也可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should或虚拟现在式。例如：I propose that
 a series of discussions (should
 ) be started at once.和I proposed that
 a series of discussions (should
 ) be started at once.第一句里的should改作shall也可以。


3．
 propose to
 或propose marriage to是“向…求婚”，不是“追求…”，如可以说He proposed (marriage) to
 her yesterday，不可说He has been proposing (marriage) to
 her for years。


proposition 1．
 除了在逻辑学、修辞学、数学等里用作专有名称以外，proposition跟proposal同样作“提议”解，但有下面两点该注意：

（1）往往两个单词通用。例如：The enemy made proposals
 of peace.和The enemy made propositions
 of peace.但proposition含有“明确”或“详细”的意思。只说提议某事而没有计划，通常是proposal。

（2）说“求婚”用proposal，决不可用proposition。用proposition不但用词不当而且要引起误会，因为近几年来proposition在美国俚语里可以用作名词作“向女子提出的猥亵要求”解，用作及物动词作“向（女子）提出猥亵要求”解。


2．
 在报纸上proposition用得很多，有种种不同的意思。例如：

This is a serious proposition
 （工作、问题或事件）.

This is a paying proposition
 （事业或企业）.

This lock is a troublesome proposition
 （物件）.

This is a new proposition
 （方法或计划）for improving our trade.

He is a tough proposition
 （难于对付的人）.

这些原来是美国用法，但现在在英国也很普通，有许多人以为是不正当的。


prose 1．
 prose统指“散文”（就如poetry和verse统指“诗”），前面通常不加a，但可以说He wrote a
 florid prose（他写出一种华丽的散文），也没有复数形式proses
 。prose相当于poetry，但没有相当于poem的词，说“一篇散文”该说a piece
 of prose，说“多篇散文”该说pieces
 of prose。


2．
 “散文作者”该说prose writer，prosaist极不普通。


prospect 1．
 注意下面各句里都用复数形式prospects
 ：

He has good prospects
 .

Things are going strongly our way, and the prospects
 are very good indeed.

She was then a woman of no prospects
 .

The prospects
 of our work are brightening.


2．
 have a reasonable prospect（或no prospect）of...ing是公文英语。


protect
 protect...against（或from）...作“保护…不使受到…的损害（或侵犯）”解，但对于较大的事情（如天灾）通常用against，对于较小的事情（如冷气）通常用from，如Some insurance policies do not protect the insured against
 acts of God（天灾）和I was wearing a fur coat to protect myself from
 the cold。


protest
 1.“对于…提出抗议”或“反对…”在英国用protest against
 , 在美国往往只用protest，如They have protested against
 the proposal是英美通用的，They have protested the proposal是美国英语。


2．
 He protested that
 his mother thought otherwise是“他声明他的母亲有不同的想法”，不是“他反对他的母亲有不同的想法”。


3．
 protest parade（抗议游行），protest demonstration（抗议示威），protest strike（抗议罢工）等表达方式里用名词protest，不用protesting。


protocol 1．
 protocol在统指某国的一切外交惯例的时候是抽象名词，后面不可加s，如his knowledge of protocol。


proud 1．
 proud跟pride一样（参见该词条），有“自尊的”和“妄自尊大的”两个意思。例如：He is too proud to tell lies.和He is too proud to lend his books to his neighbours.


2．
 proud后面有时接for和宾语和不定式。例如：We are proud for you to dine
 with us.


3．
 proud后面接不定式，of和动名词，或以that引导的从句都可以。例如：

I am proud to be
 an artificer.

I am proud of being
 an artificer.

I am proud that
 I am an artificer.


prove 1．
 prove的过去分词在英国现在只用proved
 ，但在美国往往用proven
 。


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

That proved him progressive.

That proved him to be progressive.

That proved that he was progressive.


3．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




注意每句里的proved都是不及物动词，作“被见到（是）…”解。

He has proved himself
 (to be) a fine teacher和He has proved (to be) a fine artist略有不同。加上了himself含有“他已经渐渐被人见到是…”的意思，不加上himself含有“他到后来已经被人见到是…”的意思。


provide(d) 1．
 下面四句意思相同：

We provided them with
 board and lodging.

We provided board and lodging for
 them.

We provided board and lodging to
 them.

We provided them board and lodging.

第三句不及第二句普通。第四句里provided有双宾语，是比较新的结构。


2．
 provide（规定）后面的以that引导的从句里用shall或should，不用will或would。例如：The contract provides
 that only the best materials shall
 be used.和The contract provided
 that only the best materials should
 be used.有时用虚拟现在式。例如：The contract provides
 （或provided
 ）that only the best materials be
 used.


3．
 provided用作连接词，原来是provide（规定）的过去分词，provided...或provided that...作“规定…”解，也就是“以…作条件”的意思。也有人用providing代替provided，但有人认为不算正当。

provided...或provided that...可以说等于if...，通常都用在比较正式的英语里。例如：I will go provided
 (that
 ) you will go with me. ＝I will go if you will go with me.但并不是一切可以用if的场合都可以用provided或provided that代替它。因为provided原来作“规定”解，它所引导的从句该是一种“规定”，而且那“规定”该是那“规定者”所认为该实现的。如I will go provided
 (that
 ) you will go里的you will go是“规定”，I是“规定者”，I认为那“规定”该实现，就是说I认为you will go该是事实。I will not go provided
 (that
 ) you will not go便不对，该把provided (that)改作if，因为这里的“规定者”I并不认为那“规定”you will not go该实现。下面各句里的if都不可改作provided或provided that：

You may lose your membership if
 you make the same mistake again.

What will happen if
 they see us?

He said he would punish me if
 I was lazy.

Things would have been different if
 we had taken another course of action.

假使你觉得provided难用，你尽可以不用它，在一切可以用provided的场合用if总是不错的。


providence
 Providence（偶尔用p
 rovidence）在用作“上帝”或“天公”解的时候，用he，him，his等词或用it，its等词代它都可以。也有人用she，her等词，不算正当。


provident(ial)
 provident作“顾及将来的”解，转作“未雨绸缪的”或“节俭的”解。providential作“由于天意的”解，转作“幸运的”或“凑巧的”解。


providing
 参见provide(d) 3



province 1．
 Jiangsu Province，Fujian Province等前面没有the。但Province of Jiangsu，Province of Fujian等前面必须有the。


2．
 the
 provinces
 指首都以外的全部国土。


3．
 不可用province指英国的郡（county）或美国的州（state）。但在加拿大用province。


proximo
 proximo（简写作prox.）作“下月的”解，用于注明日期，如the 28th proximo（或prox.）。现在不及从前普通，最好不用，该用of next month或说明月份，如the 28th of next month和28 November。注意proximo是形容词，不是名词，所以不可说of proximo。事实上简写形式prox.用得比较多些。


prudent(ial)
 prudent作“谨慎的” 或“并不轻举妄动的”解。prudential作“由于谨慎的”或“为谨慎起见的”解，往往含有“为自己打算”或“自私”的意思。同一个行为，说它prudent便是说它好，说它prudential往往是说它不好。


psychology
 psychology有时指“心理状态”，如the psychology of a criminal和the psychology of cats。


public 1．
 the
 public（大众）被当作单数或复数都可以。例如：The public is
 favourably impressed with the new policy.和The public are
 favourably impressed with the new policy.


2．
 public school在英国指公学，它们的学生大都是寄宿生或寄膳生，教育他们使他们预备入大学或公务机关。在美国、苏格兰和英国的属地指公立中学和小学，跟英国的council school相当，通常是免费的。


publication
 cease publication指“杂志、报纸等停刊”，suspend publication指“暂时停刊”。


publish(er) 1．
 关于publish(er)和print(er)的区别，参见print(er) 1



2．
 publish往往把著作者或编辑者作主语。如假定Hardy写了一本书，被出版家Wilson出版了，说Hardy has published his book和Wilson has published Hardy's book都可以。又如假定Hardy写了一篇文章，在Wilson所办Thompson所编的报纸或杂志里发表了，说Hardy has published his article，Thompson has published Hardy's article和Wilson has published Hardy's article都可以。


3．
 publish有时作“出版（某人）的作品”解。例如：We have published many modern authors.和Wilson used to publish Hardy.


4．
 说杂志、报纸等被在“某地点”出版，在published后面接from或at都可以，说杂志、报纸等被某机关等出版，在published后面接from或by都可以。例如：The Beijing Review
 is published from
 （或at
 ）Beijing.和The book is published from
 （或by
 ）the Foreign Languages Press.


5．
 publisher单独用在英国通常指书籍出版家，在美国通常指报纸的所有人。英国报纸的publisher并不是它的所有人，却是代替那所有人发行那报纸的人。


6．
 published price是书的“定价”，等于the price at which a book is published。


Punch
 Punch是英国的一本幽默杂志，前面没有the。


punish
 Is it necessary to punish such an offender
 ?和Is it necessary to punish such an offence
 ?都可以说。


Punjab
 Punjab是印度地名，前面有the。


pupil 1．
 pupil通常指小学生或中学生，在美国几乎总是指小学生，但在跟教师并称的时候也可以指大学生。例如：teacher and pupil和one of Professor Allen's pupils


2．
 pupil是跟teacher相对的，自学者并不是pupil，如音乐家的学生是他的pupil，但自学音乐者是student of music。


3．
 注意my pupil in
 grammar里用in。


purchase 1．
 purchase是庄重的词，大概说购买产业或大批器材或名贵古董的时候用，普通说买菜、买肉等是不用的。


2．
 purchasing power有时指人的“购买力”，有时指钱币的“购买力”。


purport 1．
 注意下面各句里用purports和purporting，不用is purported和purported：

The story purports
 to be an autobiography.

The letter purports
 to interpret public opinion.

Here is a cheque purporting
 to bear his signature.

The book contains some information purporting
 to have been gathered from certain unknown sources.


2．
 不论用作动词或用作名词，purport通常用在正式的英语里。例如：However obscure the details may be, the general purport, at least, is clear.


purpose 1．
 for charitable purposes，for military purposes
 ，for practical purposes
 ，for instruction purposes
 等表达方式里用复数形式purposes
 。


2．
 for (the
 ) purposes
 of travel，for (the
 ) purposes
 of medicine等表达方式里的the用的少，不用的多。注意用复数形式purposes
 。


3．
 my
 purpose in
 writing this book，his
 purpose in
 going to Australia等表达方式里用in，不用of。the
 purpose of
 writing this book，the
 purpose of
 going to
 Australia等表达方式里用of，不用in。不可说the
 purpose of my
 writing this book等。


4．
 purpose（动词）后面接不定式或动名词都可以。例如：I purpose to devote
 （或devoting
 ）myself to the cause from now on.和I purpose to give
 （或giving
 ）the committee all the details.用不定式比用动名词普通。也可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall。例如：We purpose that
 such disasters shall
 not occur again.


pursuance
 参见pursuant



pursuant
 pursuant
 to the contract，they paid on 14 April等句子里的pursuant用作副词，习惯上不可把它改作pursuantly
 。

pursuant在英国公文里现在不及从前普通。in pursuance of也是这样。


pursue
 pursue是“因为要得到…而追”，不是“赶去”。


put 1．
 put是一时的动作，如可以说I put the pot on the shelf an hour ago，不可说I have put the pot on the shelf for an hour，该把put改作kept。又如I put my books in my study and my clothes in my bedroom等句子里的put该改作keep。

同样地，put on（把…穿上或戴上［on是副词］）也是一时的动作，如可以说He put on his cap and went out，不可说He put on his cap all day，该把put on改作wore。参见wear 1



2．
 put指“放…（在那里）”的动作，没有“使…留（在那里）”的意思，如“你可以把帽子留在桌上”该说You may leave
 your cap on the table，不该用put。


puzzle(d) 1．
 puzzled是过去分词用作形容词，后面可以接以that，how或what等词引导的从句。例如：You seemed puzzled that
 the conjuror had produced a rabbit out of a cap.和The children are puzzled how
 the world came into being.


2．
 关于a puzzled look（困惑的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


puzzling
 It is puzzling me里的is puzzling属于进行时态，It is puzzling to
 me里的puzzling是形容词。


pyjamas 1．
 pyjamas是英国拼写形式，pajamas是美国拼写形式。


2．
 pyjamas是复数形式，原来即使指一个人穿的也说these pyjamas。但可以说this pair of pyjamas和some pairs of pyjamas。现在也有人用单数形式pyjama。例如：this pyjama和another pyjama
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qualification 1．
 qualification在一般英汉词典里注作“资格”，当然不算错，但这译法可能被误解。如假定要做某项工作必须历史清楚，身体健康，不嗜烟酒，通晓汉语，有了这四个条件便是有了四个qualification。要是说“只有资格，没有本领”，这句话里的所谓“资格”并不是qualification。

但qualification也往往指法律上或手续上的“资格”，如一个本领很好的医生，假使不曾被检定，便没有qualification。


2．
 往往必须用复数形式qualifications
 ，例如：We require a young man of your qualifications
 .和She has the qualifications
 for the post.


qualified
 qualified有时是“有所需的本领的”，如a qualified typist，有时是“检定合格的”，如a qualified doctor。用在指必须通过检定才能开业的人的词的前面（如医生和律师）, qualified总作第二个解。


qualify
 下面每组里的两句意思不同：




参见qualified



quality 1．
 quality有时被用作形容词，作“优良的”解，如quality merchandise和quality clothing。这用法主要流行在美国。


2．
 paper of good quality, good quality paper和a good quality of paper都可以说。This paper is (of
 ) good quality里的of可有可无。


quantity
 quantity用于可数名词和不可数名词都可以，如a quantity of flowers
 和a quantity of water。


quarter 1．
 下面四句意思相同：

I bought it for a
 quarter of
 the price.

I bought it for quarter of
 the price.

I bought it for a
 quarter the price.

I bought it for quarter the price.


2．
 “一刻钟”该说a quarter of an
 hour，不可没有an，也不可单用a quarter，但在a quarter past three，a quarter to five等表达方式里没有of an hour。说“一刻钟或半小时”该用a quarter or half an hour，quarter后面的of an hour因为half后面有了an hour而省去。


3．
 a
 quarter past three，a
 quarter to five等表达方式里的a往往被省去。


4．
 one and a quarter feet和a foot and a quarter都可以说。（参见a, an 33
 ）three and a quarter millions和three millions and a quarter也都可以说。


5．
 a quarter mile=a quarter of a mile，a quarter century=a quarter of a century。但通常不说a quarter hour。


6．
 I am going to take up (my
 ) quarters with a friend（我将跟一个朋友住在一起）里的my现在用的少，不用的多。


queen 1．
 queen是“王后”，不是“皇后”。“皇后”是empress。


2．
 Queen's College在英国Oxford大学，Queens' College在英国Cambridge大学，不可混淆。


question 1．
 out of question是状语短语，作“必定地”解，现在很不普通。out of the
 question是形容词短语，作“必不可能的”解。例如：He is now so tired that to walk another mile is out of the
 question.注意在该用out of the
 question的场合不可没有the。也注意out of question和out of the
 question都不作“当然的”解。


2．
 There is（或was）no question of (his)...ing作“…是不可能的”或“不必…”解。例如：The weather is so good that there is no question of wearing our raincoats.和Since you have perfect teeth, there is no question of your having to have false teeth made.

但there is no question后面接of和名词可能有两个相反的意思，如There is no question of his deep and lasting love for his wife可能是“他决不会对他的妻子有深切而永久的爱情”，也可能是“他当然对他的妻子有深切而永久的爱情”。 There could be no question of separate lessons for every nationality with explanation in each foreign language: a single series had to serve all students and make itself as clear as possible in Chinese alone里的There could be no question of...只可能有一个意思，便是“…是不可能的”。

There is no question that...作“…是没有疑问的”解。例如：There is no question that a vast number of people have had the same experience.在that前面加上but全句意思不变。


3．
 The question (of) whether to go to Beijing or to Tianjin，thequestion (of) when to start等表达方式里的of可有可无。


4．
 The question is whether to go to Beijing or to Tianjin等句子里的the在口语里往往省去，作Question is...。


quick(ly) 1．
 quick（形容词）to...（不定式）作“（在性情或智力上）易于…”解。例如：He is quick to sympathize
 .（他易于同情［他人］。）和This child is quick to learn
 .（这个孩子［对于任何事情］一学即会。）说“工作得快”和“写得快”不可说quick to work和quick to write。


2．
 在口语里quick往往被用作副词，用在动词后面。例如：Come quick
 !和Run as quick
 as you can. He quickly
 opened the door and ran out里的quickly不可改作quick。


quietly
 quietly有时用作感叹语，作“轻一些！”解。例如：Quietly! Don't wake her up.


quit 1．
 quit的过去式和过去分词在英国通常是quitted
 ，在美国通常是quit。


2．
 quit在英国很少用，在美国很常用，下面各句都多少有些美国英语味：

The doctor advises him to quit smoking.

Arthur always quits work at five o'clock.

He hopes to quit at sixty-five.

She quit last year because of ill health.


quite 1．
 关于a quite...和quite a...，参见a, an 24



2．
 quite
 right和all
 right都可以说。也有人说quite all
 right，但这种说法不合理，该避免。


quiz
 quiz（名词）用作“非正式的考试”解和（动词）用作“对（学生）举行非正式的考试”和“举行非正式的考试”解是美国英语。


quotation
 quotation有时统指一切引语。例如：The book has a wealth of illustrative quotation.


quote 1．
 quote the book和quote from
 the book意思相同，quote the author和quote from
 the author也意思相同。


2．
 quote有时有双宾语。例如：Let me quote you the following passage from Shakespeare.


3．
 在商业信函里往往有We will quote
 （开价）specially for larger quantities，We shall quote you
 （向你开价）on the most favourable terms
 等句。




R




race 1．
 the
 races指“赛马”。例如：He met them at the
 races.


2．
 关于human race，参见human 1



radio
 注意下面第一句和第二句里没有the，第三句里有the：

I am interested in
 radio.

I have received a message by
 radio.

I have heard the news on
 , （或upon
 ，或over
 ）the
 radio.

这三句里的radio在英国往往改用wireless。就字面讲，“无线（电）”是从wireless译出的，radio直译作“辐射（电）”。


railroad
 railroad（铁路）在英国现在不通用，但在美国比railway 普通。


railway
 railway当然是类名词，但可以说a stretch of railway和three thousand miles of railway。


rain
 a
 rain是“一阵雨”,rains
 是“几阵雨”，the
 rains
 指“（热带地方的）雨季”。


raise 1．
 raise wheat，raise cattle和raise children是美国英语，相当于英国英语grow
 wheat，breed
 cattle和rear
 children。


2．
 a raise in（或of）salary（薪水的增加），a raise in（或of）wages（工资的增加）和a (pay) raise（薪水或工资的增加）都是美国英语，在英国不用raise而用rise或increase。


range
 He was shot at close（或short）range等句在at后面没有a。


rank
 In a short time he rose to the rank of major
 等句子里在major 前面没有a。


rare(ly) 1．
 下面三句意思相同：

In the old society it was rare for a poor man's son to go to college.

In the old society it was rare that a poor man's son went to college.

In the old society it was rarely
 that a poor man's son went to college.

第三句等于In the old society a poor man's son rarely went to college.


2．
 注意Rarely do we see such things nowadays等句子里用do we see，不用we see。


3．
 in rare cases不及rarely普通。


rate
 at the
 rate of five miles an hour等表达方式里的the改作a也可以。


rather 1．
 注意下面两句里都用go，第一句里不用going，第二句里不用went：

He insisted on staying rather than go
 .

He stayed rather than go
 .

但下面第一句里用reading而不用read，第二句里用said而不用say：

He was engaged in studying rather than reading
 the newspaper.

He called rather than said
 to me 'Thank you'.

staying rather than go
 和stayed rather than go
 （宁愿留，不愿去）都表示主观的愿望，studying rather than reading
 和called rather than said
 表示客观的事实：


2．
 注意下面两组句子的结构：




rather than和more...than都可以说，但既然用了more...than便不可加上rather。


3．
 a rather big
 dog和rather a big
 dog都可以说。参见a, an 24



4．
 had rather是习语，必须用had，不可用have，后面接没有to的不定式，例如：I had rather stay with John than with Charles.


5．
 I would（或had）rather you paid
 me now, He would（或had）rather his children didn't
 make so much noise等句子里的rather后面通常接不用that引导的从句，那从句里用虚拟过去式。


raw
 raw用于水果作“未煮的”（uncooked）解，不作“未成熟的”解。说“未成熟的”该用“unripe”。


re
 re（关于…）用在商业或法律文件里，不该用在一般文字里。例如：We have not yet heard from them re
 the situation.和The case re
 the property will be heard tomorrow.（关于这项财产的案件将在明天开审。）


reach 1．
 reach作“（伸手）递给”解，往往有双宾语。例如：She reached me a slice of bread.


2．
 within (the
 ) reach of（被…所及得到）里有时有the，有时没有the。out of (the
 ) reach of（被…所及不到）里也有时有the，有时没有the。beyond the
 reach of（被…所及不到）里通常有the。within easy reach of our school等表达方式里没有the。


reaction 1．
 注意下面各种表达方式里的介词：

the reaction of
 copper to
 sulphuric acid,

the patient's reaction to
 the doctor's treatment,

the reaction of
 the public to
 the new policy

也有人说：

the reaction of
 sulphuric acid on
 copper,

the reaction of
 the doctor's treatment on
 the patient,

the reaction of
 the new policy on
 the public

但都不算正当，该把reaction改作action，effect或influence。


2．
 严格地说，What is your reaction to the proposal? 和They have not yet expressed their reactions to the announcement等句子里的reaction或reactions是临时的情感上的“反应”，不是“意见”，并不是从思考中得到的。


read 1．
 read有时有双宾语。例如：He used to read me stories about his adventures.（他过去常常读他的历险故事给我听。）


2．
 read aloud，read out和read out aloud都作“读出声来”解。


3．
 关于read books，参见book 1



4．
 I read
 （是现在时态）in the newspaper that the Great Hall of the Pepole（人民大会堂）at Beijing was completed in less than eleven months和I have read
 in the newspaper that...意思相同。


5．
 下面各句里的reading和reading up主要用在英国：

He is reading for the medical profession.

He is reading law.

He is reading up the subject.

He is reading up the notes.

He is reading up on the subject.


6．
 He is deeply read in English literature，There is no-one so widelyread but that he may make pleasant discoveries among authors that are new to him等句子里的read是不及物动词read的过去分词，read用作形容词。


reader 1．
 reader作“大学讲师”解是英国英语，后面接in，如a reader in
 phonetics。


2．
 reader用作呼唤语是称本书或本文的读者，前面不用my。例如：Reader, did you ever come across such an expression?


readiness
 readiness后面可以接不定式。例如：We appreciated her readiness to undertake
 that difficult task.


ready 1．
 clothes ready to be worn
 ，clothes ready to wear
 ，clothes ready for wearing
 和clothes ready for the wearing
 都可以说，似乎不说clothes ready for being worn
 。We are ready to eat和The dinner is ready to eat两句里的ready to eat不同，第一句里的to eat是及物动词，第二句里的to eat是及物动词，等于to be eaten。


2．
 too ready to blame others，too ready to take offence，too ready to make mistakes等表达方式里的不定式修饰ready，并不修饰too，它们在结构上跟too weak to walk等表达方式不同。


reason 1．
 for business reasons
 ，for health reasons
 ，for political reasons
 等表达方式里该用复数形式reasons
 。for reasons
 of space，for reasons
 of her own等表达方式里也用复数形式reasons
 。


2．
 注意下面各句里的斜体字：

I have reason to call
 him dishonest.

I have reason for calling
 him dishonest.

I have no
 reason to call
 him dishonest.

I have no
 reason for calling
 him dishonest.

I have every
 reason to call
 him dishonest.

I have every
 reason for calling
 him dishonest.

I have good reason to call
 him dishonest.

I have good reasons to call
 him dishonest.

I have a
 reason for calling
 him dishonest.

I have reasons for calling
 him dishonest.

I do not think I have any
 reason for calling
 him dishonest.

不可说my
 reason to call
 him dishonest或the
 reason for me to call
 him dishonest，该说the
 reason for my calling
 him dishonest。


3．
 the reason for
 his attitude, the reason for
 her absence, the reason for
 my refusal等表达方式里通常用for，偶尔用of。


4．
 The reason (why
 ) I love him is that he has a perfect character等句子里的that在口语里通常被省去。


5．
 下面第一句里的due to和第二句里的on account of该删去，第三句里的because最好改作that：

The reason (why) I love him is due to
 his perfect character.

The reason (why) I love him is on account of
 his perfect character.

The reason (why) I love him is because
 he has a perfect character.


6．
 The reason is（或was），...=The reason is（或was）that...。例如：The reason is, nobody has expected him so early.


7．
 by reason of（因为…）中没有the。主要是公文英语。


recall 1．
 recall（动词）后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I recall meeting
 him somewhere，不可说I recall to meet
 him somewhere。把meeting改作having met意思不变。


2．
 Let me recall a case within my recent experience里的recall不但是“回忆”，而且是“从回忆中重述”。


3．
 recall比recollect通俗。


4．
 recall用作“罢免权”或“罢免”解是美国英语。the
 recall指“罢免权”。 power of recall（罢免权），the threat of recall（罢免的威胁）等表达方式里在recall前面没有the。


receipt 1．
 on（或upon）(the
 ) receipt of（一收到了…立刻）里的the可有可无。例如：I shall write again on（或upon）(the
 ) receipt of further news.和On（或upon）(the
 ) receipt of this letter, if you advise me as to whether you are still interested in information of this kind, I will be guided accordingly. in receipt of（收到了…的）是商业文件和公文用语，没有the。例如：I am in receipt of your letter.


2．
 关于acknowledge (the
 ) receipt of，参见acknowledge 2



3．
 在商业文件里receipt（收据）前面往往没有a或the。例如：Please send receipt by return.和I am enclosing receipt for the goods received.


receive 1．
 关于receive和accept的区别，参见accept 1



2．
 receive是一时的动作，所以不可说I have received your letter (for) five days，该说I received your letter five days ago或It is five days since I received your letter。


3．
 说“从…收到（款项）”用receive from
 或receive of
 都可以。例如：Received from
 （或of）Mr David B. Little the sum of seven pounds.


4．
 英美人写复信时第一句往往是Your letter of...received，把is，has been或was省去。


recent(ly) 1．
 on a recent day，on a recent morning，on a recent night等表达方式不合习惯，该说the other day，the other morning，the other night等。参见other 7



2．
 关于of recent date（recent前面没有a），参见date 2



3．
 as recently as 15 May, as recently as 1999等表达方式里在第二个as后面没有on或in。


4．
 in recent years里不可加上the。of
 recent years=in
 recent years，通常修饰属于完成时态的动词。例如：In（或of）recent years I have
 not seen
 much of them.


5．
 recently可以修饰属于完成时态或过去时态的动词。例如：I (have
 ) heard
 from him recently.


recitation 1．
 recitation在英国作“背诵”解，必须背出声来，“默诵”并不是recitation。在美国也指上课的一切事项，包括问答、练习、朗读、笔记等。


2．
 recitation room（教室）是美国英语。


recite
 参见recitation



reckon 1．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：





2．
 I reckon on（或upon）hearing from him before long等句子里的reckon on（或upon）作“信赖”解，主要用在口语里，在文字里通常用count on（或upon）。


recognize 1．
 recognize在一般英汉词典里注作“认识”，实际是“见了某人而认出（他）”，是一时的动作。例如：As soon as I saw him, I recognized him.和As I have not seen him for nearly twenty years, I am afraid I should not recognize him if I met him today.说“我认识他五年了”和“我在五年前的一个晚上认识他”不可用I have recognized him for five years和I recognized him one evening five years ago来表达，该说I have known
 him for five years和I made his acquaintance
 one evening five years ago。


2．
 下面两句里的recognize意思不同：

When he met her in the street, he could hardly recognize（认识）her because she was very much changed.

When he met her in the street, he refused to recognize（招呼）her because he thought they were no longer friends.


recollect 1．
 recollect作“回想到”或“记得起”解，不是单纯的“记得”，是有意志的动作，如说“我记得他的名字”不可说I recollect his name，该把recollect改作remember。I do not remember
 his name是“我不记得他的名字”。 I cannot recollect
 his name是“我想不起他的名字”。


2．
 recollect后面通常接动名词。例如：I can well recollect hearing
 （或having heard
 ）the song when I was a little boy.把hearing（或having heard）改作to have heard意思不变，但不很普通。


3．
 recollect不及recall通俗。


recommend 1．
 recommend往往有双宾语。例如：Can you recommend me an English dictionary?


2．
 I recommend the reader to be on the lookout for idioms等句子里偶尔在recommend后面加上to，但很不普通，加上it to也可以，比只加上to普通。


3．
 recommend后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I recommend being
 on the lookout for idioms，不可说I recommend to be
 on the lookout for idioms。


4．
 recommend后面可以接以that引导的从句，从句里用虚拟现在式。例如：I recommend that
 the reader be
 （不用is
 ）on the lookout for idioms.和I recommended that
 the reader be（不用was）on the lookout for idioms.


5．
 He recommended the new book to us和He recommended us to the new book意思相同，第一句比第二句普通。


6．
 在口语里有时把recommend用作名词，作recommendation解。例如：Did he give you a recommendation for the post?这用法主要用在美国。


recommendation 1．
 注意下面两句里用虚拟现在式：

His recommendation is that each member bring
 （不用brings
 ）a story-book to the club.

His recommendation was that each member bring
 （不用brought
 ）a story-book to the club.


2．
 That letter from the writer is recommendation enough
 是“那作家写的那封信作为推荐足够了（不必要其他推荐了）。” My coat is hardly a recommendation for my tailor是“我的上装不足以推荐我的裁缝”，就是“我的上装做得不好”。


reconcile
 reconcile...to...（使…忍受…）里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以后面该接动名词，如He could not reconcile himself to living
 alone里的living不可改作live。


reconsider
 reconsider直译作“再考虑”，但往往含有“取消”的意思。例如：Allen reconsidered his resignation and remained in the post.


reconstruction
 参见construction(al)



record(ing) 1．
 recording从“录音”转作“被录的音”解，再转作“唱片或录制品”解，所以recording=record。例如：Record
 (ing
 )s
 of the text are now available.但recording和record虽然指同一东西，但recording着重在“音”，record着重在“唱片或录制品”，如The author has most usefully provided recordings
 of the lessons里用recordings，但He keeps all his old gramophone records
 in his basement里用records。


2．
 注意a record spoken by James Mandy里用spoken。


recourse
 He could not do it without recourse to disguising
 himself as a foreigner里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以它后面的disguising不可改作disguise。


recover 1．
 下面四句意思不同：

He recovered.（他复原了。）

He had recovered.（他已经复原了。）

He was recovered.（他已经在复原的状态中了。）

He was recovering.（他正在复原中［尚未复原］。）


2．
 下面四句都作“他已经复原了”解，但第四句不很普通。

He has recovered.

He has recovered his health.

He has recovered from his illness.

He has recovered his illness.


recreation
 Gardening is (a
 ) good recreation里的a可有可无。Gardening and fishing are good recreation(s)里用单数或复数形式都可以。


red
 red tape（繁文缛节）前面没有a或the。


reduce 1．
 reduce（使…不得不）的宾语后面接to和动名词比接不定式普通，如In those days poverty reduced many to begging
 in the streets 比In those days poverty reduced many to beg
 in the streets普通。


2．
 下面两句意思不同：

Production was reduced to
 thirty per cent.（生产减少到百分之三十。）

Production was reduced by
 thirty per cent.（生产减少了百分之三十［减少到百分之七十］。）


refer
 refer不论用在哪个意思里，也不论用作及物或不及物，后面都接to。例如：He referred me to
 the dictionary.和He referred to
 the dictionary.


reference 1．
 reference不论用在哪个意思里，后面都接to。例如：All are admitted, without reference to
 age or sex.和On receiving her application he made a reference to
 her parents.


2．
 商业复信的开首往往用With reference to your letter...。在一般通信里该避免。


3．
 with
 reference to比in
 reference to普通。两种表达方式都主要用在商业信函和公文里，很少用在口语里。注意那to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以With（或In）reference to editing
 a school paper, he has given us several valuable suggestions里的editing不可改作edit。


referendum
 referendum（复决权）前面有the。


referring
 商业复信的开首往往用Referring to your letter...。在一般通信里该避免。


reform(ation)
 reform统指“改革”，a
 reform是“一项改革”, reforms
 是“多项改革”。reformation着重在“改革的行为”或“被改革的状态”，比reform范围广些。例如：

The article deals with language reform.

This is an
 important political reform.

These economic reforms
 are of great importance.

The author advocates the reformation of manners.


refrain 1．
 refrain后面接from和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I refrained from speaking
 of her，不可说I refrained to speak
 of her。


2．
 参见abstain 2



refreshment
 take some refreshments比take some refreshment普通。


refund(ment)
 refund用作名词比refundment普通。


refusal
 refusal后面接不定式，如his refusal to go
 with us。


refuse 1．
 Jack refused her money和Jack refused money to
 her都可以说。Jack refused her nothing和Jack refused nothing to
 her是“她要什么杰克就给她什么”。


2．
 refuse后面接不定式，不接动名词，如He refused to
 go with us里的to go不可改作going。


3．
 refuse后面不可接宾语和不定式或以that引导的从句，如不可说He refused me to use
 his bicycle或He refused that
 I should use his bicycle，该改作下面任何一句（当然语气各有轻重）：

He refused me permission to use his bicycle.

He refused to let me use his bicycle.

He refused to allow me to use his bicycle.

He did not allow me to use his bicycle.

He did not consent to my using his bicycle.


4．
 对于对方的邀请、请求、提议等，在表示“不接受”的时候，不该用refuse，也不该用reject，该用cannot accept，cannot comply with，decline等。


regard 1．
 I regard her as
 a good worker，I regard her as
 good等句子里的as不该省去。I regard her to be
 a good worker和I regard her to be
 good不算正当，该把to be改作as。


2．
 with regard to，in regard to，in regard of和as regards
 都作“关于”解，下面几点该注意：

（1）in regard of
 最不普通。

（2）不可说with
 regard of
 。

（3）as regards
 里的regards
 是及物动词，s不可省去，后面不可加上to。

（4）as regards里的regards属于现在时态，但是也用于过去的事。例如：Before graduation I knew very little as regards foreign affairs.

（5）with regard to和in regard to两种表达方式里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以With（或In）regard to writing
 essays, I should like to have your advice里的writing不可改作write。

（6）各种表达方式都主要用在正式的文字里，很少用在口语里。


3．
 下面各种形式都是信的结尾：

Please give my best regards to your parents.

Yours sincerely,

W.Hall

Best regards.

Yours sincerely,

W. Hall

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

W. Hall

第一种形式Please...是全句，后面当然用句号，第二种形式里的Best regards等于I send you my best regards，也是全句，所以后面也用句号，第三种形式里的With best regards是短语，所以后面用逗号。


regarding
 regarding（关于）是regard的现在分词用作介词，后面不可加上to，如Nothing is known regarding his plans for the future里在regarding后面不可加上to。


regardless(ly)
 regardless of比regardlessly of普通得多，如He acted regardless of what might happen afterwards里的regardless假使改作regardlessly
 便很不普通。


register 1．
 说“把（信件）挂号”时，可以把寄信人或邮局职员做register的主语，寄信人可以向邮局职员说I want to register this letter或Please register this letter。 I want to have this letter registered和Please have this letter registered也都可以说，have this letter registered作“使这封信被挂号”解，不管谁做register的动作。


2．
 说“向（某人）登记或注册”该在表示“某人”的词的前面用with。例如：All the local newspapers should be registered with
 the municipal authorities.


3．
 Let me register my admiration for your work等句子里的register 作“表示”解，这用法似乎近几年来才有。


registry
 registry fee（信件的挂号费）是美国英语，相当于英国英语的registration fee。


regret 1．
 I（或We）regret that...，I（或We）regret to say that...，I（或We）regret to have to announce that...等表达方式是用来报告不愉快的事的，语气可重可轻。例如：I regret to tell you that my brother died yesterday afternoon.和We regret to say that we cannot accept your kind offer.注意这两句里的regret都是动词，不可说I（或We）have the regret
 that...，I（或We）have the regret
 to say...等。

下面三句意思相同：

I regret that I cannot accept your kind offer.

I regret to say
 that I cannot accept your kind offer.

I regret to have to say
 that I cannot accept your kind offer.

也有人说I regret it
 that I cannot accept your kind offer但不普通。


2．
 说“因…而感觉悲哀或不愉快”在regret（动词）后面通常接不定式，偶尔接动名词。例如：I regret to hear
 of your sister's death. I regret to have
 to trouble you again.和I regret having
 to trouble you again.说“因…而感觉懊悔”在regret（动词）后面接动名词，如I regret causing
 him so much inconvenience和I regret having caused
 him so much inconvenience。注意regret是及物动词，后面不可加上for。

比较下面三句：

I regret to have
 to trouble you again.

I regret having
 to trouble you again.（1．我［现在］不得不再麻烦你，感觉不安。2．我［以前］不得不再麻烦你，感觉懊悔。）

I regret that
 I have to trouble you again.


3．
 比较下面每组里的两句：





4．
 下面第一句里用the
 regret，第二句里用his
 regrets
 或his regret：

He expressed the
 regret that he could do nothing about it.

He expressed his
 regret(s
 ) that he could do nothing about it.


5．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





6．
 admit with regret用作regret或admit解，不是过分客气，便是不够诚恳。


regretful 1．
 regretful是“懊悔的，遗憾的”，regrettable是“令人遗憾的”，就是“可惜的”，下面各句里的regretful和regrettable不可对调：

I am regretful
 for it.

He made a regretful
 apology.

This is a regrettable
 error.

It is regrettable
 that they have left the city already.

He made a regrettable
 mistake a year ago and has since been regretful
 .


2．
 regretful后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：She felt regretful that
 she could not find more time for study.


regrettable
 参见regretful



reinforcement
 可以说a
 reinforcement of fifty men。


reject
 参见refuse 4



rejoice(d)
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，第一句不及第二句通俗：





relate
 relate to是“涉及…”或“跟…有关系”, be related to是“在性质上跟…相关”或“跟…有亲属等关系”，下面各句里的relate(s) to和be related to不可对调：

This paragraph relates to
 the War of Independence.

The speech relates
 to the relaxation of international tension.

I do not understand how the different parts of the machine relate to
 each other.

He has collected many proverbs and popular sayings that relate to
 the seasons, the weather, and agricultural pursuits.

These occurrences seem to be related to
 each other.

Mr Bryan is
 closely related to
 Mr Carson.

The domestic cat is
 distantly related to
 the tiger.

This plant is said to be related to
 that.


relation(ship) 1．
 relation和relative都可以用作“亲属”解，relative比relation普通。但下面三句里的relation不可改作relative。

Is he any relation to you?

What relation is he to you?

He is no relation (to me).

注意He is no relation to me里用no和to me，He is not a relation of mine里用not a和of mine。He is no relation (to me)作“他跟我同姓不宗”解。


2．
 relation和relative并不专指所谓“亲戚”，也包括父、母、子、女、祖、孙、伯、叔等。his（或her）relations（或relatives）通常指“他（或她）的家属”。


3．
 relation和relative都不指亲戚的亲戚，如你的姐夫的姐夫并不是你的relation或relative。


4．
 说“父子关系”、“师生关系”等用单数形式relation，如the relation of father to son和the relation between them as teacher and pupil。说人和人、店和店、国和国等之间的“关系”时则用复数形式relations
 。例如：

The relations
 between father and son are of the best kind.

We have very pleasant relations
 with the firm.

The book is a study of the diplomatic and cultural relations
 of this country.

注意human relations
 problems和public relations
 officers里也用复数形式relations。


5．
 relationship跟relation（亲属）的关系，相当于friendship跟friend的关系。但relationship也往往用作“关系”解。


relative 1．
 参见relation 1, 2和3



2．
 He wrote to me relative to going
 to college等句子里的relative用作副词，习惯上不可把它改作relatively。它后面的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以那going不可改作go。


religion 1．
 religion统指“宗教”，a
 religion是“一种宗教”，religions是“多种宗教”。


2．
 说“…教”该有the，如the
 Buddhist religion和the
 Christian religion。


reluctance
 reluctance后面接不定式，不接of或for和动名词，如可以说reluctance to go
 ，不可说reluctance of
 （或for
 ）going
 。


reluctant
 reluctant后面接不定式，如reluctant to go
 。


rely
 rely on（或upon）后面往往接宾语和不定式。例如：I rely (up) on you to let me know all about it.


remain 1．
 remain后面往往有表语。例如：He remained faithful
 to his wife all his life.和For a long time he remained a bachelor. He continued to remain
 ...是英美人常有的错误。


2．
 在信的信尾客套语前面，有时用I remain，下面几点该注意：

（1）第一次通信不可用I remain，该用I am。

（2) remain后面的Yours（或yours）是表语，所以照语法在remain后面不该有逗号，但习惯上很多人用逗号。

（3）I remain现在不及从前普通。

（4）I（或We）beg to remain是商业信函里的陈套语。


remains
 The remains of the meal are
 kept here里的are改作is也可以。


remark
 remark（有评论性质的话）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He left the meeting with the remark that
 he had learnt a good lesson from it.


remarkable
 可以说This is a remarkable book，但不可说：

This is not a remarkable book.

Is this a remarkable book?

If this is a remarkable book, I should like to read it.

Can you recommend me a remarkable book?

I want to read some remarkable books.

参见most 4



remarry
 remarry用作不及物动词作“再娶、再嫁”解。例如：He lost his wife in 1989 and remarried in 1991.和She lost her husband in 1989 and remarried in 1991.用作及物动词作“再娶（已离婚的妻）”或“再嫁给（已离婚的丈夫）”解。例如：He divorced his wife in 1989 and remarried her in 1991.和She divorced her husband in 1989 and remarried him in 1991.注意不可说He lost his wife in 1989 and remarried Miss Reed in 1991，或She lost her husband in 1989 and remarried Mr Bain in 1991，该把remarried改作married。


remember
 1．参见recollect



2．
 下面四句意思相同：

I remember meeting
 him a year ago.

I remember having met
 him a year ago.

I remember to have met
 him a year ago.

I remember that
 I met
 him a year ago.

注意不可说I remember to meet
 him a year ago。remember to...（不定式）作“记着必须…”解。例如：You must remember to meet
 him at the station tomorrow morning.

下面四句也意思相同：

I do not remember ever doing
 so myself.

I do not remember ever having done
 so myself.

I do not remember having ever done
 so myself.

I do not remember ever to have done
 so myself.

第三句不及第二句普通。 注意不可说I do not remember to have ever done
 so myself。


3．
 remember后面有时接宾语和现在分词。例如：I remember John saying
 that he would not do it again.


4．
 下面各句都不合理：

I never remember to have seen him before.（可以改作I do not remember ever having seen him before或I do not remember ever to have seen him before。）

I remember not many years ago that there was an arbour here.（可以改作I remember that not many years ago there was an arbour here。）

When I was a small boy I remember an old woman who called on my mother almost every day.（可以改作I remember that when I was a small boy an old woman called on my mother almost every day。）

When I remember him, he was a college student.（可以改作I remember him as a college student。）


remind 1．
 比较下面两句：

He reminded me to write
 the letter.（他［有意地或无意地］提醒我，叫我写那信。）

He reminded me of writing
 the letter.（他［有意地或无意地］使我想起写过那信。）


2．
 remind的宾语后面可以接以that，how等词引导的从句。例如：He reminded me that
 I ought to do it at once.和He reminded me how
 careful I ought to be in doing it.


3．
 “某人（A）remind某人（B）of
 某人（C）”往往作“A在外貌上像C，所以使B见了A便想起C”解。例如：You remind me of
 Addison.（你在外貌上像Addison，所以使我见了你便想起Addison。）这用法有时也用在比喻里。例如：He reminded me of
 a tiger.（他在外貌上像虎，所以使我见了他便想起虎。）


reminiscence
 He has published three volumes of reminiscence(s
 )里用单数形式reminiscence或复数形式reminiscences都可以。


reminiscent
 reminiscent后面接of，如These pictures make me reminiscent of
 my late mother和These pictures are reminiscent of
 my late mother。


remittance 1．
 make
 a remittance比send
 a remittance普通。


2．
 on receipt of remittance for
 ten yuan等表达方式里在remittance前面习惯没有a或the，后面习惯用for。


remove 1．
 remove作“搬家”解是不及物动词。例如：When did you remove to Shanghai? remove his（或my等）family通常作“把他（或我等）的家属迁居”解，那remove的主语所代表的人并不一同去。


2．
 remove用作名词作“搬家”解现在远不及removal
 普通。


render
 render（使）后面接宾语和表语。例如：The rain rendered the journey difficult.和The rain rendered the journey an impossibility.那宾语后面不可接不定式，如不可说The rain rendered the journey to be
 difficult。比较下面三句：

The rain rendered
 the journey difficult.

The rain made
 the journey difficult.

The rain caused
 the journey to be
 difficult.


rendition
 a complete rendition（翻译）of Shakespeare和her rendition（演奏）of a piano solo里的rendition主要是美国用法，在英国通常用rendering。


rent(al) 1．
 rent统指“租金”，a
 rent是“一项租金”，rents
 是“多项租金”，rental是“租金的额（不论一项或多项）”。比较下面四句：

Tom had to let his house for rent.

I pay a
 rent of five hundrend yuan.

As I support both my family and my brother's, I have to pay two rents
 .

As I support both my family and my brother's
 , I have to pay a
 rental
 of five hundred yuan.


2．
 rent作“租用”或“租出”解都可以。例如：Tom rented（租用）this house from
 Mr Little, and rented（租出）two rooms to Mrs Addams.


3．
 rent在英国通常只用于房屋和土地，但在美国往往用于任何东西，下面各句都是美国英语：

He rented
 a motor-car and went to see a friend.（在英国用hired）

We rent
 books to members only.（在英国用lend）

We have new books for rent
 .（在英国用for hire或to lend）

对于房屋和土地，在美国也比在英国多用。例如：

This room is for rent
 .（在英国用to let）

He rented
 his farm and removed to town.（在英国用let）


renter
 renter在英国极不普通，但在美国很普通。参见rent 2
 和3



repair 1．
 注意下面两句意思不同：

The house is in
 repair.（这房子是完好的。）

The house is under
 repair.（这房子正在修理。）


2．
 in
 repair（完好的）=in good repair，out of repair（不完好的、失修的）=in bad repair。注意good和bad的前面没有a。


3．
 repairs
 作“修理工程，修理工作”解。例如：This house needs a lot of repairs
 before anyone can live in it.和The tenant has to do all the repairs
 .不可说a
 repair。


4．
 上面一条说不可说a
 repair。The breach（感情上的破裂）seems to have been repaired, but it was only a
 brief repair里用a，指“一次”或“一件”。


repa(i)rable
 The mistake is easily reparable
 里用reparable，不用repai
 rable。The house is easily repa
 (i
 )rable
 在英国通常用repai
 rable，在美国通常用reparable。


reparation
 “赔偿”通常用复数形式reparations
 。例如：They demanded reparations
 for the damage.


repay 1．
 repay a visit（回访）现在不及return a visit普通。


2．
 repay back里的back是多余的，该删去。


3．
 下面两句意思相同：

I cannot repay all your kindness.

I cannot repay you for all you kindness.


repeat
 repeat作“重复”解，repeat again是“第二次重复”，连着本身的一次共有三次。说“重复”不该说repeat again，如He read the paragraph once over and then repeated it again
 里的again该删去。He repeated the paragraph five
 times（他把这段文字重复读了五次）该指“一共读了六次”。


repellent
 repellent语气比repulsive轻得多。


repent
 repent和repent of
 意思相同。例如：He soon repented (of
 ) his folly.和You may repent (of
 ) it some day.但I have nothing to repent of
 , She has many things to repent of
 等句子里通常有of。


replace
 下面四句意思相仿：

Mr Lincoln has replaced Mr Porter as secretary.

Mr Porter has been replaced by
 Mr Lincoln as secretary.

We have replaced Mr Porter by
 Mr Lincoln as secretary.

We have replaced Mr Porter with
 Mr Lincoln as secretary.


reply 1．
 reply作“回答”解是及物动词。例如：He had nothing to reply.和He did not know what to reply.作“答复”解是不及物动词，如He did not reply和He did not know how to reply。不可用作“答复（人）”，“答复（信件）”，“答复（问题）”等解，如不可说：

He did not reply me.

He did not reply my letter.

He did not reply my question.

每句里的reply后面该加上to。

注意下面每组里的两句意思不同：





2．
 reply后面不可接指人的词和以that引导的从句，如不可说He replied her that
 he should be glad to learn what she thought about his plan，该把her删去，或在her的前面加上to。


3．
 关于reply和answer的不同，参见answer 2



4．
 商业复信的开首往往用In reply to your letter...，Replying to your letter...或...in reply we wish to state...。在一般通信里该避免。


report 1．
 report（动词）不作“向…报告”解，如“我将向你报告”，不可说I shall report you，该在report后面加上to。I shall report you作“我将告发你”解。

也不可说He reported me that he had just received a letter from his sister，该在reported后面加上to，或把reported改作told, informed或notified。


2．
 下面两句里的on或upon可有可无：

He will soon report（on
 或upon
 ）the condition of the crops.

The developments of the situation were reported（on
 或upon
 ）from time to time.


3．
 说“报到”用report或report himself
 （或myself
 等）都可以。例如：He reported (himself
 ) at the Education Bureau on 18 September.


4．
 report有时有表语。例如：They reported him insane
 .和The situation is reported serious
 .在insane和serious前面加上to be也可以。


5．
 Report said that the poet had left for England，Report has it that they will visit Paris and London before long等句子里的report作rumour解，前面没有the。


reportage
 注意He did
 interesting reportage（报道）on
 international affairs里用did和on。


reporter
 reporter（访员）后面接to，on或for和报纸名。例如：He became a reporter to
 （或on
 ，或for
 ）the People's Daily
 in 1952.


represent 1．
 represent作“代表（某人）”解，比较下面两句：

He represented me at the meeting.（他在会上代表我。）

He delegated me to the meeting.（他派我代表他到会。）


2．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：





representation
 说“请求”或“抗议”习惯用复数形式representations
 。例如：They made representations
 for the establishment of a night school.和He made earnest representations
 against it.


representative 1．
 representative用作名词是“代表”，并不像delegate有“被派当代表”的意思。参见represent 1
 和delegate



2．
 representative（足以代表的）后面接of，如These pictures are representative of
 old Chinese art和The aim has been to make the selection representative of
 the best work of the kind in the twentieth century。


reprint
 1．reprint（名词）指“（没有修订的）重印本”。例如：This library is a series of cheap reprints of standard works.


2．
 The book is reprinting.=The book is being reprinted.


reproach
 They reproached me with
 carelessness，You reproach me with
 not caring to help you等句子里用with比用for普通。


reprove
 They reproved me for
 carelessness等句子里的for不可改作with。参见reproach



repugnance
 repugnance后面接to和动名词，不接不定式，如I have no repugnance to being
 with you over Friday里的being不可改作be。


repulsive
 参见repellent



reputation 1．
 of reputation是“有好名声的”，等于of good reputation，of no reputation是“有坏名声的”，不是“不著名的”，等于of bad reputation。注意good和bad前面没有a，of world-wide reputation等表达方式里也没有a。


2．
 reputation不一定指“好名声”，如He has a reputation for being kind
 to animals和He has a reputation for being unkind
 to animals都可以说。


3．
 注意下面第一句里用a和for，第二句里用the和of：

He has a
 reputation for
 being kind to animals.

He has the
 reputation of
 being kind to animals.

说He has a
 reputation of
 being...或He has the
 reputation for
 being...也可以，但不很普通。


4．
 He has the
 reputation of
 (being
 ) the most learned man in the city等句子里的being用的多，不用的少。


5．
 know...by reputation作“闻…的名”解，reputation并没有“好名声”或“坏名声”的含意。例如：I have known the young teacher by reputation very long as the daughter of one of my oldest friends.


repute 1．
 of repute=of reputation，of good repute=of good reputation，of bad repute=of bad reputation，似乎没有of no repute 的说法。


2．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同，第三句最不普通：





request 1．
 request不及ask通俗，通常不用在口语里。


2．
 request在用作名词的时候后面接for，如a request for
 assistance。但在用作动词的时候是及物动词， 后面不可有for，如He requested assistance里不可在requested后面加上for。


3．
 request（动词）后面不可接宾语和for，如不可说We requested them for assistance，该改作下面的任何一种表达方式：

We asked
 them for assistance.

We requested assistance from
 them.

We requested them to give
 us assistance.

We requested that
 they would
 give us assistance.（语气比用should婉转）

We requested that
 they should
 give us assistance.

We requested that
 they give
 （虚拟现在式，不用gave
 ）us assistance.

We requested to be
 assisted by them.


4．
 request后面不可接宾语和以that引导的从句，如不可说I requested him that
 he would help me，该把him删去。


5．
 说“应某人的请求”在request前面用at。例如：He came at
 my request.


6．
 by request作“依照请求”解，request前面不用his, her等词，如She supplied him, by request
 , with all details of the case和no flowers by request
 （遵死者遗志不受花圈）。


7．
 on（或upon）request作“一经请求”解，通常用在商业文件里。例如：





8．
 request（名词）后面可以接以that引导的从句，从句里用should或虚拟现在式。例如：His letter contains a request that
 his aunt should
 get a room ready for him.和His letter contains
 a request that his aunt get
 （不用gets
 ）a room ready for him.把should改作would也可以，语气婉转些。


require(d) 1．
 The rule requires (of
 ) all the clerks to arrive at the office by two o'clock和The Minister requires (of
 ) you to attend a special conference to be held on Monday等句子里的of用的少，不用的多。用了of，那requires把不定式to arrive和to attend作宾语，of all the clerks和of you都是状语短语，所以不可说All the clerks are required of
 to arrive at the office by two o'clock和You are required of
 to attend a special conference to be held on Monday，该把of删去。

上面两句里的requires都作orders或commands解，只用在正式文字里。


2．
 require后面的以that引导的从句里用shall或should。例如：The rule requires
 that all the clerks shall
 （或should
 ）arrive at the office by two o'clock.和The rule required
 that all the clerks should
 arrive at the office by two o'clock.也往往用虚拟现在式。例如：We require that each of you reply（不用replies
 ）promptly.和We required
 that each of you reply
 （不用replied
 ）promptly.


3．
 He required an apology of
 her和This is all that is required of
 you等句子里的of不可改作from。


4．
 require后面的动名词一定属于主动语态，但在意思上一定是被动的。例如：

The dog will require watching
 .

The whole place requires cleaning
 .

The baby requires looking after
 .

The matter requires thinking over
 .

假使把动名词改作不定式，必须用被动语态。例如：

The dog will require to be watched
 .

The whole place requires to be cleaned
 .

The baby requires to be looked after
 .

The matter requires to be thought over
 .


5．
 require的宾语后面有时接过去分词。例如：The storm required all the windows closed
 .


6．
 required course（必修科）和required subject是美国英语。在英国通常不用required而用compulsory或prescribed。


requirement 1．
 requirement是“需要”或“需要物”, requisite是“需要物”，不作“需要”解，如A pen and a piece of paper are the requirements
 或A pen and a piece of paper are the requisites
 都可以说，但This will meet my requirements
 不可改作This will meet my requisites
 。

说“需要物”requisite比requirement多含“决不可缺”的意思。requirement通常指人为的或主观上的需要物，requisite通常指自然的或客观上的需要物，比较下面各句：

One's requirements
 may be many, though one's requisites
 may be few.

A strong constitution was one of the requirements
 for admission to the athletic club.

Eagerness to learn and willingness to study are the prime requisites
 for any genuine education.


2．
 requirement（需要物）后面通常接of或for，如the requirements of
 daily life和the requirements for
 college entrance。requisite后面通常接of或for，偶尔接to，如the requisites of
 happiness，the requisites for
 a long journey和the requisites to
 success。


3．
 下面两句意思相同：

The first requirement is that each of us should
 start work at once.

The first requirement is that each of us start
 （不用starts
 ）work at once.


requisite 1．
 a necessary
 requisite里的necessary是多余的，该去掉。


2．
 参见 requirement


rescue
 come
 to the rescue 和 go
 to the rescue都通常作“来（或去）援助”解，不一定有“救”的意思，用come比用go普通。come
 to his（或my等）rescue和go
 to his（或my等）rescue通常作“努力救他（或我等）”解，用come比用go普通。


research 1．
 research和researches
 都可以用，但很少用a
 research。


2．
 his research(es) in
 nuclear physics，her research(es) into
 Latin literature, their research(es) on
 guided missiles等表达方式里用in，into或on没有绝对的区别。似乎对于抽象的东西通常用in或into，对于具体的东西通常用on。


3．
 research现在通常用作不及物动词，后面接into。例如：He is researching into
 the problem.


resemble
 resemble现在只用作及物动词，后面没有to，如He resembles his brother里不该在resembles后面加上to。


resent 1．
 resent后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He resents being
 kept waiting，不可说He resents to be
 kept waiting。


2．
 resent很少把指人的词做宾语，如通常不说He resents her。


3．
 resent后面偶尔接以that引导的从句。例如：He resents that
 he is often kept waiting.


reservation 1．
 reservations
 用作“在旅馆、火车等预订的床位或座位”解是美国英语。例如：We made reservations
 for the holiday season.


2．
 下面四句里的reservation或reservations
 都不及用reserve普通。

I recommend Mr Charles L. Maugham without reservation
 .

I accept your statement without reservation
 .

We make this announcement with all due reservation
 .

He agreed with reservations
 .


reserve 1．
 参见reservation 2



2．
 下面两句都可以说：

He wrote to the hotel to reserve a room.

He wrote to ask the hotel to reserve a room.


reside
 reside远不及live普通。有时reside和live被用在同一句子里，reside含有“正式（居住）”或“规定（居住）”的意思。例如：The engineer resides
 at the works but lives
 for several months each year at home in the country.


residence
 take up his
 （或her
 等）residence现在不及take up residence（没有his，her等）普通。


resign(ed) 1．
 下面四句都可以说：

He has resigned.

He has resigned his secretaryship.

He has resigned from
 his secretaryship.

He has resigned from
 the company.

第三句在美国比在英国用得多，在英国在表示“职位”的词的前面通常用resign而不用resign from
 。


2．
 Mr Hart has been appointed as our representative in place of Mr Mills (resigned)里的resigned作“已经辞职的”解，是不及物动词resign的过去分词用作形容词。


3．
 He resigned himself to living
 alone（他忍耐着独居）和He soon grew resigned to living
 alone等句子里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以living不可改作live。


4．
 关于resigned lassitude（逆来顺受的心灰意懒）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


resist
 resist（免于…、欲…而不）后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He couldn't resist taking
 aim at the wild geese as they flew over，不可说He couldn't resist to take
 aim at the wild geese as they flew over。


resistance
 There was still considerable resistance in him to recounting
 the full details of his sordid past（他仍旧很不願把他肮脏的过去的详情详细地讲出来）等句子里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以它后面的recounting不可改作recount。


resolution 1．
 resolution（决意）后面接不定式，不接of或for和动名词，如可以说He made a resolution to
 study hard，不可说He made a resolution of
 （或for
 ）studying
 hard。


2．
 说个人的“决心”用resolve比用resolution普通，如That's an admirable resolve
 ，He is still keeping his resolve和I hope you will stick to your resolve
 里通常用resolve。但good resolutions和a new year's resolution
 里用resolution(s)。说“坚决性”用resolution比用resolve普通，如He should great resolution
 .里通常用resolution。


resolve(d) 1．
 下面两句意思不同：

He resolved to do it.（他决意做这个［是一时的动作］。）

He was
 resolved to do it.（他已经决意做这个［表示状态］。）

第二句里的resolved是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。一个人一经resolve，便继续be resolved。这两句里用resolved都不及用determined通俗。参见determine(d) 2



2．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，第一句比第二句普通。





3．
 resolve（决议）后面接以that引导的从句，从句里用should或虚拟现在式。例如：We have resolved that
 our school should
 have a dining-room. 和We have resolved that our school have
 （不用has
 ）a dining-room. We resolved that
 our school should
 have a dining-room. 和We resolved that our school have
 （不用had
 ）a dining-room.


4．
 Resolved, That thinking is as important as doing等表达方式里的Resolved是过去分词，后面用逗号或冒号都可以，That必须用大写字母开首。


5．
 参见resolution 2



resort 1．
 resort不论用作名词或动词后面都接to和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说He could not escape without resort to lying
 和He had to resort to lying
 ，不可说He could not escape without resort to lie
 和He had to resort to lie
 。


2．
 without resort（名词）to跟without resorting
 to意思相同。


resource 1．
 resources（资源）后面接in，如resources in
 coal and iron。


2．
 注意下面每组里的两种表达方式意思不同：





respect
 in respect of
 比in respect to
 普通。with respect to
 比with respect of
 普通。严格地说，in
 respect of
 是“就…而论”，with
 respect to
 是“关于”，如In
 respect of
 style this essay is much better than that和With
 respect to
 the question of style this book has not much to say。但事实上这两种表达方式往往通用。


respectable(-ly) 1．
 respectable是“可敬的”，不是“恭敬的”，respectably是“可敬地”，不是“恭敬地”，respectful是“恭敬的”，respectfully是“恭敬地”。比较下面各句：

He is a respectable
 authority on English phonetics.

All the children are respectful
 to their teachers.

He conducts himself respectably
 at all times.

The man bowed respectfully
 to the old lady.


2．
 关于respectable有下面三点该注意：

（1）respectable直译作“可敬的”，当然不错。但在阶级社会里往往把财产、地位、门第等作为受人尊敬的条件，所以respectable往往作“上流社会的”或“高尚的”解。

（2）respectable从“可敬的”转作“还算好的”或“说得过去的”解，有时竟然有“不过如此的”的意思。

（3）用讥讽的口吻说别人respectable往往有“高雅得俗不可耐”的意思。


3．
 He is our respectable leader和She is our respectable teacher等句子里的respectable用得不妥当，该改作respected。


4．
 信函里的信尾客套语Yours respectfully
 决不可改作Yours respectably
 。Yours respectfully现在比较少用。


respectful(ly)
 参见respectable(-ly)



respond
 respond现在只用作不及物动词，后面接to。例如：How did he respond to
 your efforts to be friendly? 和Many young people responded to
 the call for service in the countryside.


response
 商业复信的开首往往用In response to your request（或inquiry）...。在一般通信里该避免。


responsibility 1．
 比较下面三句：

I can take the
 responsibility of
 doing it. （我能负责去做这件事。）

I can take responsibility for
 doing it. （我能对于做这件事负责。）

I can take the
 responsibility for
 doing it. （意思可能跟第一句相同，也可能跟第二句相同。）

下面各句里用of或for都可以：

He has the responsibility of
 （或for
 ）keeping the machinery in good working order.

She is charged with the responsibility of
 （或for
 ）receiving callers and answering letters.

I have to remind you of your responsibility of
 （或for
 ）sending in weekly reports on your studies.


2．
 have a responsibility后面偶尔接不定式。例如：I feel I have a（或the）responsibility to share
 my memories with my readers.


responsible 1．
 The cold weather is responsible for his absence（他因为天冷而缺席）和Her illness is responsible for her long silence（她因为有病而好久不写信）等句子里的is responsible的主语并不是人，这种用法主要流行在美国。


2．
 the person responsible是“负责人”。例如：I want to see the person responsible. 和Who's the person responsible?

比较下面两句：

He is the responsible person
 I spoke of just now. （他就是我刚才说起的那个可靠的人。）

He is the person responsible
 I spoke of just now. （他就是我刚才说起的那个负责人。）


3．
 responsible后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：The writer of a letter is responsible that
 it will be understood by its recipient.


rest 1．
 rest统指“休息”，a
 rest是“一次休息”，rests
 是“多次休息”。take rest和take his
 （或my
 等）rest通常作“就寝”解，take a
 rest和have a
 rest作“休息”解。go to rest（就寝）不及go to bed普通。


2．
 the rest（其余部分）被当作单数或复数，要看所指的什么而定。例如：I have read a large part of the book, the rest is
 more difficult. 和I have about a hundred books, sixty-seven are in Chinese and the rest are
 in English.


restore
 下面三句意思相仿：

A long rest will restore you to health.

A long rest will restore you.

A long rest will restore health to you.


result 1．
 result from
 是“因…而起”，result in
 是“生出…的结果”，就是“引起…”。例如：Success results from
 hard work. 和Hard work results in
 success.


2．
 The result(s
 ) of the examination will be published early in May等句子里用result或results
 都可以。


3．
 The result is that he came home a greater fool than before等句在口语里往往省去The，改作Result is that...。


4．
 as a
 result of比as the
 result of普通。近几年来也有人用as result of，没有a或the。


5．
 with the result后面通常接以that引导的从句。例如：My room was small and looked out on a narrow courtyard, with the result that
 I always felt fenced in.


resume
 resume后面接动名词，不接不定式，如We must resume reading
 where we left off里的reading不可改作to read。


retail
 在英国只说by
 retail，不说at
 retail，在美国通常说at
 retail。


retire(d) 1．
 说“就寝”retire不及go to bed普通。


2．
 a retired officer（已经退休的军官）和a retired professor等表达方式里的retired是不及物动词retire的过去分词用作形容词。


3．
 注意He is going to retire to
 Qingdao里在retire后面接to。


4．
 比较下面三句：

He will retire next year.

He is retiring next year.

He retires next year.

三句都作“他将在明年退休”解。在口语里第二句比第一句普通。第三句有“预定将在明年退休”的意思。


5．
 He is a retired
 man, more at home in a garden than in a club等句子里用retired（离群索居的、不喜交际的）现在不及用retiring普通。


retreat
 参见withdraw(al)



return(ed) 1．
 return again和return back两种表达方式里的again和back都是多余的，该删去。


2．
 return（动词或名词）往往用作“再来”解。例如：The bad weather has returned. 和A return of bad weather is expected. 假使你拜访某人，他正在忙着，向你说Please return at...，就是说“请在…（时候）再来”。


3．
 return往往用现在时态或现在进行时态指将来，如He returns
 tomorrow或He is returning
 tomorrow作He will return
 tomorrow解。


4．
 在信函里说I（或We）return跟I am（或We are）returning意思相同。例如：I return your book with thanks.


5．
 by return，by return of post，by return post和by return mail都作“由下一班回邮”解，不作“用复信”解。


6．
 He has
 returned和He is
 returned的不同，相当于He has
 come和He is
 come的不同。参见come 3



7．
 注意I had been out when he returned my call里的returned的宾语是my
 call，不可把my call改作his call或a call。


8．
 to return可以单独用作“言归本题”解。例如：But to return, Mr Fox did not marry her. （可是话归本题，Fox先生不曾跟她结婚。）也可以说Returning to Mr Fox, he did not marry her。


9．
 returned emigrant，returned clergyman（已经从属地回到英国本土的教士），returned student（已经回国的留学生），returned prodigal（已经悔过而回家的浪子）等表达方式里的returned都是不及物动词return的过去分词用作形容词。Her brother, lately returned
 from England, is staying with her等句子里的returned也是不及物动词return的过去分词用作形容词。


Rev.
 参见reverend



revealing
 revealing（有所显露的，揭发真相的）近几年来很普通。例如：The author gives a revealing picture of Afro-American's life in America. 后面接of。例如：Little things are often revealing of
 one's character.


revelation
 新约圣经里的“启示录”叫作The Revelation of St John the Divine，但通常称它The Revelation，Revelations
 和The
 Revelations
 都有，但不可称它Revelation。严格地说，The
 Revelation是正确的，Revelations
 是通俗的，The
 Revelations
 是两种形式的混合。


revenge
 revenge在结构上跟avenge相同，但意思略有不同。参见avenge


revenge（名词）前面有时有a。例如：They were devising a
 revenge on us.


reverend
 用Reverend或它的简写形式Rev. 称牧师，下面几点该注意：

（1）Reverend或Rev. 前面用the（或T
 he）或不用都可以，如the
 （或The
 ）Reverend John Bowen和the
 （或The
 ）Rev. John Bowen, Reverend John Bowen和Rev. John Bowen。

（2）必须用名和姓或名的起首字母和姓，不可只用姓，如可以用the（或The）Reverend（或Rev.）John
 Bowen和the（或The）Reverend（或Rev.）J
 . Bowen，不可用the（或The）Reverend（或Rev.）Bowen。

（3）假使不知道那牧师的名或名的起首字母，该在那姓的前面加上Mr（假使是博士，便用Dr），如the（或The）Reverend（或Rev.）Mr
 （或Dr
 ）Bowen。


reverse
 the reverse of（跟…相反）后面接形容词成为形容词短语。例如：His opinion is the reverse of favourable. （他不赞成。）the reverse of后面接副词成为状语短语。例如：It struck him the reverse of favourably.


review 1．
 review the lesson（温课）是美国英语，相当于英国英语revise the lesson。参见revise(d) 1



2．
 review有时被用作抽象名词。例如：The author has sent the book to the editor for review. the book under review
 用在书评里，作“在本文里评述的这本书”解。


3．
 book review通常是“书评”，也可能是刊物里的“书评栏”，也可能是“书评杂志”。


revise(d) 1．
 revise the lesson（温课）是英国英语，相当于美国英语review the lesson。但revise的这样用法，在英国似乎也并不普遍，通常用go over。


2．
 revise作“修改”或“修订”解。把书的第一版“修改”或“修订”了，出第二版，那第一版受revise的动作，第二版并不受revise的动作，但revised edition却指那第二版，不指那第一版。参见misprint 2
 和mis-spell



3．
 revised from作“根据…修订而成的”解。例如：Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases
 Revised from
 Peter Roget by D. C. Browning（D. C. Browning根据Peter Roget所著而修订的《英语单词和成语宝库》）


revolt(ed) 1．
 revolt作“背叛”解，是不及物动词，不作“使…背叛”解，revolted作“背叛的”解，是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。the king's revolted
 subjects是“那国王的起义的人们”，the king's revolting
 subjects是“那国王的正在起义的人们”。


2．
 revolt用作及物动词作“使…感觉不快”或“使…起反感”解，但用作不及物动词作“感觉不快”或“起反感”解，不作“使人感觉不快”或“使人起反感”解。比较下面两句：

The distressing scene revolted all who saw it.

All who saw the distressing scene revolted at（或against，或from）it.


revolution
 revolution统指“革命”，a
 revolution是“一次革命”，revolutions
 是“多次革命”。American Revolution, French Revolution, Industrial Revolution, October Revolution, Chinese Revolution等表达方式前面都有the。


revolutionary
 不论说“革命的”或“革命者”，在英国几乎总是用revolutionary而不用revolutionist。在美国两个单词都用，下面几点该注意：

（1）说“革命的”两个单词都用，但说政治以外的革命总是用revolutionary而不用revolutionist，如revolutionary
 techniques in foreign language teaching和revolutionary
 methods of study。说政治上的革命通常也用revolutionary，偶尔用revolutionist。

（2）说“革命者”用revolutionist比用revolutionary普通，但说政治以外的“革命者”似乎用revolutionary比用revolutionist普通。


revolutionist
 参见revolutionary



reward(ing) 1．
 They rewarded him for
 his services和They rewarded his services都可以说。


2．
 reward不可有双宾语，如不可说They have rewarded me ¥100，该在me后面加上with。


3．
 rewarding可以用作形容词，作“有益的”解。例如：This is a peculiarly rewarding
 book. （这是一本特别有益的书。）


rhetoric 1．
 说“一本修辞学书”和“多本修辞学书”现在在英国不用a
 rhetoric和rhetorics
 ，却用a book
 （或treatise
 ）on rhetoric和looks
 （或treatises
 ）on rhetoric，但在美国通常用a
 rhetoric和rhetorics
 。


2．
 rhetoric在英国通常指“演说术”，在美国通常指“修辞学”，有时简直跟“作文法”相同。


3．
 rhetoric在英国往往指“华而不实或渲染过甚的文字”。


rhetorical
 参见rhetoric 2
 和3



rhetorician
 a mere rhetorician指“一个只有词藻而内容贫乏的演说家或作家”。参见rhetoric 2
 和3



Rhineland
 Rhineland（德国地名）前面有the。


rice
 rice不论指“稻”那植物或“米”那东西都是物质名词，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式rices
 。说“一粒米”和“多粒米”该说a grain
 （或corn
 ）of rice和grains
 （或corns
 ）of rice。


riches
 riches（财富）原来是单数形式，但现在通常当作复数。例如：Riches do
 not always give happiness.


ride 1．
 ride（名词或动词）用作“在火车或轮船上（的）旅行”解是美国英语。


2．
 ride a horse和ride a bicycle通常着重在“骑”的动作。ride on
 a horse和ride on
 a bicycle通常着重在“骑”的状态。如说“你能骑马吗？”通常说Can you ride a horse? 没有on，说“他骑着一匹白马而来”通常说He came riding on
 a white horse，有on。前一句里的a horse可以省去，因为ride单独用便指“骑马”。后一句里的riding也可以省去，因为on a white horse虽然不说“骑”而也有“骑”的意思。


3．
 关于ride和drive的区别，参见drive 2



right(ly) 1．
 right（权利）后面接不定式或of和动名词都可以。例如：You have a（或the）right to use
 （或of using
 ）this room. 用不定式比较普通。


2．
 He is right in thinking
 so比He is right to think
 so普通。


3．
 比较下面四句：

It is right for
 you to do this. （你做这件事是对的。）

It is right of
 you to do this. （你做这件事是应该的。）

It is right that
 you should
 do this. （跟第一句相同）

You do
 right in
 doing（或to do
 ）this. （跟第二句相同）


4．
 You are right
 是“你是对的”（不指道德），You are in the right
 有时是“你是对的”（不指道德），有时是“你是正直的”（指道德）。right的反义词是wrong，in the right的反义表达方式是in the wrong。

据我看来，说“对的”（不指道德）用right和用in the right也有一个区别：right只说“对的”，in the right通常含有“在对的（而不是错的）一方面的”的意思。如假定你的朋友某人说Shakespeare was born in England，你对他说You are right
 ，通常不说You are in the right
 。但假使甲说Shakespeare was born in England，乙说Shakespeare was born in France，你对甲说You are right
 或You are in the right
 都可以。wrong和in the wrong也有这区别。


5．
 right可以用作副词，作rightly解，right通常用在动词的后面，rightly通常用在动词的前面。例如：




但在remember，act等词后面right和rightly都可以用，如If I remember right(ly)
 , during the past few years it has very seldom happened that we didn't see each other for so long as a fortnight和You acted quite right(ly)
 。


6．
 right along，right here，right now和right there是美国英语，相当于英国英语all the way along，here and now，at this moment和just there。right away（立刻）原来也是美国英语，但现在在英国也很普通，相当于英国英语straight away。


7．
 put right和set right作“修理”，“治疗（人）”或“改正”解，put to rights和set to rights
 作“安排”解，不可说put to right或set to right，注意下面各句：

We should try to put
 （或set
 ）the machine right
 .

I hope this medicine will put
 （或set
 ）you right
 .

The essay contains some misprints, it should be put
 （或set
 ）right
 .

He has a wrong opinion about this, he should be put
 （或set
 ）right
 .

I wonder how we can put
 （或set）matters right
 （或to rights
 ）.

She put
 （或set
 ）her room to rights
 and went out.


8．
 参见left



rise(n) 1．
 rise up
 里的up是多余的，该删去。


2．
 the risen sun（已经升起的太阳）和The moon is risen里的risen是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


risk 1．
 risk前面用at。例如：You must do it at
 your own risk. 和You do it at
 the risk of being punished.


2．
 risk（名词）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：There seemed to be no risk that
 the train would run off the rails that night.


3．
 risk（动词）后面接动名词，不接不定式，如I cannot risk leaving
 her alone里的leaving不可改作to leave。这句可能有两个不同的意思：“我不能冒任她独自留着的险（我必须设法避免任她独自留着）。”或“我不能贸然任她独自留着（我决不故意任她独自留着）。”I cannot risk losing my best friend和He cannot risk breaking his leg当然都只可能有一个意思。


river 1．
 the
 river（或River）…是英国英语，the
 ... River是美国英语，如the
 river（或River）Thames（在英国）和the
 Hudson River（在美国）。注意：（1）不论在英国或美国都有the。（2）river在英国有时用小写字母开首，有时用大写字母开首，在美国必须用大写字母开首。即使不用river或River，河名前面也有the，如the
 Thames和the
 Hudson。


2．
 go up
 (the
 ) river，come down
 (the
 ) river等表达方式里的the可有可无。


Riviera
 Riviera（欧洲风景区名）前面有the，通常用on，偶尔用in。


road 1．
 road指两个地方中间的“路”，是在城、镇、村等以外的，street指城、镇、村等以内的“街”。上海的许多...Road实际是street。如假定Henry住在Shandong Road（山东路），William住在Shanxi Road（山西路），说Henry and William live in different streets
 比说Henry and William live in different roads
 好些。


2．
 road用来指“铁路”是美国英语。


3．
 在...Road前面的有the或没有the，有下面三点该注意：

（1）假使那Road前面是人名，不用the，如Zhongshan Road。

（2）假使那Road前面是地名，但那路和那地方并不发生关系，也不用the，如上海的Nanjing Road（南京路）和南京不发生关系，所以前面没有the。

（3）假使那Road前面是地名而那路和那地方发生关系，那末用the或不用the都可以，如假定从上海到南京的公路叫Nanjing Road，那末前面可以有the，但没有the也可以。英国的Dover Road是通到Dover的，前面有the，Finchley Road是通到Finchley的，前面却通常没有the，习惯这样，没有理由。


4．
 by road是“走公路”，跟by rail（乘火车）相对。例如：Did you go by road or by rail? 和Send the goods by road, not by rail.


5．
 road当然是类名词，但可以说a stretch of road和ten miles of country road。


roast
 可以说roast
 meat，却不可说well roast meat或The meat has been roast
 ，该把roast改作roasted
 。


rob
 They robbed the boy是“他们抢劫了这男孩”，不是“他们把这男孩抢去”。“他们把这男孩抢去”该说They abducted
 （或kidnapped
 ，或stole
 ）the boy。


robbery
 robbery统指“抢劫”，a
 robbery是“一件抢劫案”，robberies
 是“多件抢劫案”。


rock
 rock统指“石”，是物质名词。a
 rock在英国指“一块岩石”或“一块大石头”（如一百斤重的），不指“一块小石头”（如三两重的），但在美国也指“一块小石头”，rocks
 在英美的不同，相当于a
 rock的不同。


role
 the role of...（…的角色）等表达方式后面所接的名词前面通常没有a或an。例如：He will appear in the role of mediator. 和He played the role of witness.


rolling
 rolling country作“起伏的地区”解，主要是美国英语，相当于英国英语undulating country。


romance
 romance统指“浪漫小说”，a
 romance是“一本浪漫小说”，romances
 是“多本浪漫小说”。in Spanish romance是“在（一切）西班牙浪漫小说里”。


room 1．
 复数形式rooms
 往往指“一人或一家所住的共有若干间的寓所”，说“到某人的rooms
 ”是指到那寓所而并不指到那寓所的每一间。例如：I went to his rooms
 yesterday.


2．
 room用作动词作“寄宿”解，是美国用法。例如：I room with a family of six.


3．
 in
 the room里的in不可改作at。但说“在几号房间”往往用at，如at
 Room 315。


roomer
 roomer（寄宿者）是美国英语。


rooming
 rooming house（宿舍）是美国英语。


room(-)mate
 room(-)mate（同室者、室友）是美国英语。


rooster
 rooster（雄鸡）在美国比在英国用得多，在英国通常用cock。


round 1．
 参见around



2．
 round trip在英国指“绕圈或环行的旅行”，如从甲地到乙地、丙地、丁地，然后回到甲地。在美国指“来回的旅行”，如从甲地到乙地，然后回到甲地。美国的round trip ticket（来回票）相当于英国的return ticket。


row(-)boat
 row(-)boat原来是美国英语，相当于英国英语rowing-boat，但现在在英国也很普通。


rowing-boat
 参见row(-)boat



rubber
 rubber统指“橡皮”，a
 rubber是“一块用来揩拭铅笔痕的橡皮”。


rule(r) 1．
 according to rule是“依照规则（不是随便）地”,according to the
 rule是“依照这条规则地”。


2．
 by rule直译作“依照规则地”，实际有“呆板地”或“机械地”的意思。例如：We cannot speak by rule. （我们不能呆板地说话。）


3．
 as a rule指经常的事，不指一次的事，如可以说As a rule he came twice a week，不可说As a rule he came at eight o'clock that morning。前一句里的As a rule可以改作Usually。后一句里的As a rule该改作As usual。


4．
 under
 French rule等表达方式里没有the。但What do you think of the
 French rule? 等表达方式里习惯有the。


5．
 说“尺”用rule和ruler都可以，用rule着重在量长短，用ruler着重在划线。


rumour 1．
 rumour指“大家传说而未能证实的话”，跟“造谣生事”的“谣”的意思不同。rumour统指这种话，a
 rumour指一句这种话，rumours
 指多句这种话。


2．
 可以说He is rumoured
 to be very clever，不可说They rumour him
 to be very clever。


run
 A landlord's daughter run
 away from home with a farm labourer soon learnt to till the land里的run是不及物动词run的过去分词，用作形容词。




S




's 1．
 China's Premier，the Japan's foreign policy，Beijing's long and proud history，England's team for the football match等表达方式里的's在报纸里（尤其在标题里）很普通。


2．
 Charles's
 book，James's
 cap，Thomas's
 sister，Jones's
 sons，Dickens's
 works等比Charles' book，James' cap，Thomas' sister，Jones' sons，Dickens' works等普通。


3．
 比较下面五句：


The Pickwick Papers
 is one of Charles Dickens, the famous English novelist's
 works.


The Pickwick Papers
 is one of Charles Dickens's
 , the famous English novelist, works.


The Pickwick papers
 is one of Charles Dickens's
 , the famous English novelist's
 , works.


The Pickwick Papers
 is one of Charles Dickens's
 works, the famous English novelist.


The Pickwick Papers
 is one of the works of Charles Dickens, the famous English novelist.

第一句不错，但不很自然。第二句、第三句和第四句都不合理。第五句最好。


4．
 比较下面五种形式：


The Herald Tribune
 's editor

'The Herald Tribune'
 's editor

'The Herald Tribune
 's' editor

the editor of The Herald Tribune


the editor of 'The Herald Tribune'

第一种形式、第四种形式和第五种形式都不错。第二种形式也不错，但很不好看。第三种形式很普通，但不合理。's不是报名，不该放在引号里。


5．
 the 1950's是20世纪50年代。


6．
 John's was a new cottage. ＝John's cottage was a new one.


sacrifice 1．
 说“为了…而牺牲…”在“为了”后面的那指东西的词的前面用to。例如：We have to sacrifice appearance to
 comfort. （我们不得不为了舒适而牺牲外观。）


2．
 sacrifice（动词）作“把…作祭品”解。例如：They sacrificed a lamb to God. 不作“祭（神或祖宗）”解，如不可说They sacrificed God。


safe
 You are safe in believing
 what he says里的in believing不可改作to believe。


Sahara
 Sahara（非洲大沙漠名）前面有the。Desert of Sahara前面也有the，但of后面没有the。


said
 the said Swanson, the said house, the said arrangements等表达方式里的the said作“上述的”解，只用在法律和商业文件里，有时省去the。例如：The said
 Swanson used to live in Room No 184. 和Said
 house was sold on 2 June, 1949. 在一般文字里该避免这用法。


sail 1．
 sail往往用现在时态或现在进行时态指将来。例如We sail
 next Tuesday或We are sailing
 next Tuesday作We shall sail
 next Tuesday解。


2．
 a fleet of thirty sail
 ，ten sail
 of ships等表达方式里的sail指“船只”，习惯上不用sails
 。


sail(-)boat
 sail(-)boat（帆船）原来是美国英语，相当于英国英语的sailing-boat（或作sailing boat），但现在在英国也很普通。


sailer
 sailer用作“水手”解现在很不普通，说“水手”该用sailo
 r。但说“船”（指船的快慢或好坏）用saile
 r，不用sailo
 r，good saile
 r是“航行性能好的船”，bad saile
 r是“航行性能不好的船”。


sailing
 关于sailing boat，参见sailing-boat



sailing-boat
 （或sailing boat
 ）　参见sail(-)boat



sailor
 good sailor是“不晕船者”，bad sailor是“很易于晕船者”，并不指“好的水手”和“不好的水手”。注意good saile
 r和bad saile
 r的意思，参见sailer



sake 1．
 for the sake of在一般词典里注作“因为”，其实有“由于、为了、为了…的利益”等的意思，并不跟because of，on account of，owing to等完全相同。如可以说He goes to the seaside for the sake of his health
 ，不可说He goes to the seaside for the sake of his illness
 ，for the sake of his illness的意思是“因为生病”。可以说Mary taught for the sake of money
 ，不可说Mary taught for the sake of poverty
 ，for the sake of poverty的意思是“因为穷”。


2．
 for God's sake，for Jones's sake，for mercy's sake等表达方式里有's。假使那名词并不是专有名词，而且加上了's要多一个音节，习惯上便不加s或不加's，如for goodness' sake和for goodness sake，for conscience' sake和for conscience sake。有时即使并不会多一个音节也不加's，如for safety sake和for fashion sake。


3．
 for our sake含有“我们各人的目的不同”的意思，for our sakes
 含有“我们各人的目的相同”的意思。


sale 1．
 on sale和for sale都作“出卖的”解。put up for sale有时作“出卖”解，有时作“拍卖”解。


2．
 说货物的“销数”或“销路”通常用复数形式sales
 ，前面有时有the，有时没有the。例如：The
 sales
 of this book maintain a yearly average of ten thousand copies. 和Sales
 of that type of article always drop off during the winter months.


saleslady
 saleslady（女售货员）是美国英语，在英国只用saleswoman。


salesman
 salesman在英国指“售货员”（或在柜台上，或在厂家和零售商之间），在美国也往往指“各地旅行的推销员”，往往叫做travelling salesman，相当于英国的commercial traveller，也作commercial或traveller。


salespeople
 salespeople（售货员们）是美国英语。


saloon 1．
 billiard saloon（弹子房），dancing saloon（舞厅），hairdressing saloon（理发室）等都是英国英语，在美国不用saloon而用hall或parlor。


2．
 saloon用作“酒店”解是美国英语，相当于英国的public house。saloon的主人叫saloon-keeper，相当于英国的publican。但英国的public house里有所谓saloon bar，是上等的“雅座”。


saloon-keeper
 参见saloon 2



salute
 pay a salute to偶尔被借用作“向…致敬”解。例如：Above all, I should like to pay a salute to the Lexicographic Society for all it did to make this book possible.


same 1．
 the same和same在法律和商业文件里作“上述的事物”或“上述的人（们）”解。例如：We have examined the report and found (the
 ) same correct. 和Our customers are for the most part college students, and we always try to satisfy (the
 ) same
 . 在一般文字里该避免。


2．
 比较下面七句：

I live in the same house as
 he.

I live in the same house with him
 .

I live in the same house as he lives in
 .

I live in the same house that he lives
 .

I live in the same house that he lives in
 .

I live in the same house where he lives
 .

I live in the same house he lives in
 .

第一句里的as he＝as he lives in，那as是关系代词。第二句里的with him是状语短语，形容same，这句不及第一句普通。第三句便是第一句的完全式，也不及第一句普通。第四句里的that是关系副词，等于in which，这句不很自然。第五句里的that是关系代词，这句跟第三句结构相同。有人以为该用as，有人以为该用that，在事实上都有。第六句里用where，不关前面的same。假使把same省去了，仍旧可以用where。第七句里在he的前面省去as或that。第六句和第七句里的same最好删去。


3．
 下面各句里都用连接词that，不可改作as：

I live in the same house that
 he lives.

He prefers the short story to the novel on the same basis that
 he prefers the short poem to the long.

I shall post a letter to Mr Cook at the same time that
 I do this.


4．
 下面三句意思相同：

I live in the same house as that where he lives.

I live in the same house as the one where he lives.

I live in the house where he lives.

下面两句意思也相同：

Mr Peter Patterson is the same as the one you mention.

Mr Peter Patterson is the one you mention.


5．
 比较下面各句：

He is the same man (that) we met thirty years ago. （1．他就是我们在30年前遇到过的那个男子。2．我们在30年前遇到过他，现在他还是那个样子［没有改变］。）

He is the identical man (that) we met thirty years ago. （他就是我们在30年前遇到过的那个男子。）

He is the identical man we met thirty years ago, but is not the same man any longer. （他就是我们在30年前遇到过的那个男子，但不再是那个样子了。）


6．
 不可说as same as，该把第一个as改作the。


sanatarium
 参见sanatorium



sanatorium
 sana
 to
 rium（疗养院）是正确的拼法。sani
 ta
 rium也可以用，主要用在美国。sani
 to
 rium和sana
 ta
 rium都是错的。


sanatory
 sanatory是“有益健康的”，sanitary是“（公共）卫生的”或“（保持）清洁的”，比较下面各种表达方式：

sanatory exercises（有益健康的运动），

sanatory factors in the climate（气候里的有益健康的因素），

sanitary regulations（卫生规则），sanitary chopsticks（卫生筷）


sanitarium
 参见sanatorium



sanitary
 参见sanatory



sanitorium
 参见sanatorium



satisfaction
 satisfaction后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He expressed satisfaction that
 I was going to visit him.


satisfactory 1．
 satisfactory是“令人满意的”，不是“满意的”，如a satisfactory teacher是“一个令人满意的教师”，便是“一个很好的教师”，并不是“一个（对于学生成绩等）满意的教师”。“满足的、满意的”该用satisfied。


2．
 公文里用bring to a satisfactory conclusion。例如：The whole complicated affair will be ultimately brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 通常改用settled就够了。


satisfy 1．
 satisfied后面有时接不定式。例如：I am satisfied to
 remain
 here.


2．
 关于a satisfied nod（一个满意的点头）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


Saturday
 参见Friday



sausage
 sausage用作物质名词或类名词都可以。


save 1．
 save用作except或unless解都不通俗，saving更不通俗。


2．
 save（省去）往往带有双宾语。例如：That will save you much time and money.


saving
 参见save 1



savings
 savings偶尔被看作单数，如much
 savings，little
 savings，和a
 savings。


saw
 下面三句意思不同：

Let's saw the tree. （让我们锯这棵树。）

Let's saw down
 the tree. （让我们锯下这棵树。）

Let's saw up
 the tree. （让我们把这棵树锯成几段。）


say 1．
 可以说She is said
 to sing very well，不可说They say her
 to sing very well。

下面四句意思不同：

She is said to sing
 very well. （［现在］据说她歌唱得很好。）

She is said to have sung
 very well. （［现在］据说她过去歌唱得很好。）

She was
 said to sing
 very well. （［过去］据说她歌唱得很好。）

She was
 said to have sung
 very well. （［过去］据说她在那时以前歌唱得很好。）


2．
 say单独用作“说话”解现在极不普通，不该用它，如不该说He did not say和He said, and went out。


3．
 What do you say to
 a game of chess? 和What say you to
 a game of chess? 作“你高兴玩棋么？”解，第二种形式并不嫌古旧。What do you say to coming
 out to tea with me? 里的coming是动名词，不可改作come。


4．
 says
 I是不正当的口语。原来属于历史性现在时，不用say而用says
 ，那是因为这历史性现在时通常多用在第三人称。例如：'If you will go,' says I, 'I will go with you.'


5．
 英国人在口语里往往说I say。例如：I say, what a fine view it is! 美国人通常不说I say而只说say。例如：Say, what a fine view it is!


6．
 say to...（不定式）是美国英语，作“说该…”解，那不定式所表示的动作有时泛指一般人，有时专指某人。例如：The teacher says to study
 carefully. 和My teacher gave me a great deal of advice, he said to study
 carefully. 也可以说My teacher said for me to study
 carefully。


7．
 下面两句意思相同，但语法不同：

It is said
 in the papers that there will be a chrysanthemum show next week.

It says
 in the papers that there will be a chrysanthemum show next week.

第一句里的that引导的从句是It的同位语，第二句里的It是非人称动词says的主语，那that引导的从句是says的宾语。


8．
 下面各句都可以说：

It is warm, not to say hot.

Your idea is original, not to say ingenious.

He denied the charge emphatically, not to say indignantly.

In your own interests, not to say mine, you must not do that.

以上几句不可改作：

It is hot, not to say warm.

Your idea is ingenious, not to say original.

He denied the charge indignantly, not to say emphatically.

In my interests, not to say your own, you must not do that.


9．
 下面三句意思相同：

He said: 'Quality matters more than quantity.'

'Quality matters more than quantity,' he said.

'Quality matters more than quantity,' said he.

不可说：

Said he: 'Quality matters more than quantity.'

但假使把he改作名词，就可以说。例如：

Said Mr Jackson: 'Quality matters more than quantity.'

Said our teacher: 'Quality matters more than quantity.'

这种结构主要用在报纸里。


scandalize(d) 1．
 scandalize现在很少用作“诽谤”解。通常作“使（某人）感觉愤慨”解，是没有意志的。例如：He scandalized me with his strange views on morality. 和His strange views on morality scandalized me. 那He和His strange views on morality并不有意“使我感觉愤慨”，不过“我对于…感觉愤慨”罢了。


2．
 关于a scandalized expression（一个愤慨的表情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


scant(y)
 scant远不及scanty
 普通。


scarce(ly) 1．
 scarce用作副词远不及scarcely普通。


2．
 Scarcely
 had I arrived before
 （或when
 ）he came out to meet me 作“我刚刚到达他便出来迎接我”解。注意用had I，不用I had。英美人有时不用before或when而用than，现在不算正当。


scare(d) 1．
 scare用作动词作“使…忽然惊恐”解，用作名词作“忽然的惊恐”解。例如：He scared us by coming in quietly. 和We had a scare when we found him coming in quietly. 和The news gave me quite a scare. 在美国往往在可以用动词scare的场合用throw a scare into。例如：He threw a scare into us by coming in quietly.


2．
 I was scared of
 the dog不及I was scared by
 （或at
 ）the dog正式，也不及I was frightened at
 the dog正式。


3．
 关于a scared cry（惊恐的喊声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


scene(ry)
 scenery统指“风景”，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式sceneries
 。如This hill is fine scenery里不可在fine前面加上a，These hills are fine scenery里的scenery不可改作sceneries
 。

scene指任何“景象”或“情景”，不一定是可爱或好看的。a
 scene和scenes
 并不作a piece of scenery和pieces of scenery解。例如：We found a
 beautiful scene on the hill. 和There were many scenes
 of distress in the slums.


schedule 1．
 train schedule（火车时刻表）是美国英语，相当于英国英语的timetable。


2．
 according to schedule，on schedule，to schedule，up to schedule和behind schedule都是美国英语。according to schedule是“按照预定计划地”。例如：The meeting was held according to schedule. on schedule是“按照预定时刻地”。例如：The train arrived on schedule. to schedule是“按照预定时刻地”。例如：The trains did not run to schedule in that storm. up to schedule是“达到预定计划的”。例如：Our progress is up to schedule. behind schedule是“落后于预定计划或时刻的（或地）”。例如：The train arrived behind schedule. 和We were then badly behind schedule in our work.


3．
 schedule（动词）作“（预先）规定”解是美国用法。例如：The door is scheduled to be closed at eleven o'clock. 和The trip is scheduled for May.


scholar 1．
 scholar用作“学生（pupil）”解不算正当，该避免。


2．
 scholar（学者）通常指“精通语言和文学者”，在英国尤其指“精通古希腊和罗马的语言和文学者”，往往跟man of science对比。


3．
 I am no scholar，I am not much of a scholar和I am a poor hand as a scholar都作“我不大识字”解，不作“我不是学者”解。I am not a
 scholar通常作“我不是学者”解，有时也作“我不大识字”解。


4．
 English scholar有时指“英国学者”，有时指“英语学者”。Greek scholar有时指“希腊学者”，有时指“希腊语学者”。English Greek scholar指“英国的希腊语学者”。John Milton was an Italian scholar是“John Milton是一个意大利语学者”。


5．
 a scholar of
 linguistics，a scholar in
 linguistics和a linguistics scholar都可以说。


scholarship
 注意He won（或was awarded）a scholarship（奖学金）to
 Oxford里用to。


school 1．
 关于school和college的区别，参见college 1



2．
 关于private school和public school，参见private
 和public 2



3．
 go to school（注意没有a或the）有两个意思：“开始上学”和“到校上课”。例如：The boy will go to school in autumn. 和I go to school every morning.

leave school（注意没有a或the）也有两个意思：“停止入学”（就是“辍学”，不一定“毕业”）和“放学回家”。例如：He left school at fifteen. 和I leave school at four o'clock.

下面各句里的school或high school等前面也没有a或the，

The boy attended school for one year only.

She married before she finished school.

He has put his son through high school.

I was sent to boarding school at fifteen.

We go to night school to learn English.


4．
 after school（在放学以后），at school，from school，in school，to school和out of school各种表达方式里都没有a或the。at school和in school似乎没有区别，但在keep at
 school中习惯用at，不用in。


5．
 school用作“在学校里受教育”或“学校生活”解似乎是美国用法。例如：He did not like school. 参见college 4



6．
 teach school（当教师）是美国英语。例如：She is teaching school in Shanghai. 在英国通常说She is teaching at a school in Shanghai。


7．
 school age（入学年龄）前面没有the。


school(-)fellow
 参见class(-)fellow



schoolman
 schoolman用作“学校教师”或“学校行政人员”解是美国英语。


school(-)mate
 参见school(-)fellow



science 1．
 science统指“科学”，尤其指“自然科学”（natural science），a
 science是“一种科学”（不一定自然科学），sciences
 是“各种科学”（不一定自然科学），the
 sciences
 是“各种自然科学”。


2．
 linguistic science（语言学），military science（军事学），medical science（医学），natural science（自然科学），political science（政治学），social science（社会科学）等表达方式前面没有the，但the
 natural sciences
 （各种自然科学），the
 political sciences
 （各门政治学）和the
 social sciences
 （各种社会科学）各种表达方式里有the，a
 natural science（一种自然科学），a
 political science（一门政治学）和a
 social science（一种社会科学）各种表达方式里有a。


The
 science of cooking（烹调学）和the
 art of cooking（烹调术）都有the，the
 culinary art（烹调术）也有the，但culinary science（烹调学）没有the。参见art 3



3．
 man of science是英国英语，有时也用science man，在美国通常用scientist。


scissors 1．
 a
 scissors
 ＝a pair of scissors。


2．
 scissor-grinder比scissors
 -grinder普通。


scold 1．
 scold在一般词典里注作“骂”，实际是“大声的叱责”，既不是call names，也不是swear at。


2．
 scold him和scold at
 him意思相同。


score
 score（二十）有两个复数形式，score和scores
 。它们的不同相当于dozen和dozens
 的不同，参见dozen



scorn
 scorn（动词）后面接不定式或动名词都可以。例如：He scorned to
 bow（或bowing
 ）down to the idol. 用不定式比用动名词普通。


Scot
 参见Scotch(wo)man



Scotch 1．
 用作形容词在英格兰中部和南部和美国通常用Scotch
 ，但在很正式的文字里用Scottish
 ，在英格兰北部和苏格兰通常用Scottish
 ，有时用Scots
 。用作名词（苏格兰方言）在英格兰和美国用Scotch
 ，在苏格兰用Scots
 ，Scottish
 极不普通。说“苏格兰民族”在英格兰和美国通常用the Scotch
 ，在苏格兰通常用the Scots
 ，有时用the Scottish
 。


2．
 Scotchman不可写作Scotch man，但every Scotch man and woman和Scotch men and women里的Scotch man和Scotch men不错。


Scotch(wo)man 1．
 在英格兰和美国通常用Scotch
 man和Scotch
 woman，偶尔用Scot，在苏格兰通常用Scots
 man和Scots
 woman。注意不可作Scottish
 man和Scottish
 woman。


2．
 Scotchman指男子，不指女子，指女子该用Scotchwoman，但Scotchmen
 往往统指“苏格兰人”。


Scotland
 Scotland Yard（伦敦警察厅）前面没有the。


Scots
 参见Scotch



Scots(wo)man
 参见Scotch(wo)man



Scottish
 参见Scotch



scripture
 可以用Scripture或the
 Scriptures
 ，不可用Scriptures
 或the
 Scripture。


scruple 1．
 He did not scruple to do
 it里的to do改作doing也可以，但不及用不定式普通。


2．
 下面五句意思相同。

He had
 no scruples about
 borrowing
 things without permission.

He made
 no scruple to
 borrow things without permission.

He made
 no scruple about borrowing
 things without permission.

He made
 no scruple of
 borrowing
 things without permission.

He had
 no scruple in
 borrowing
 things without permission.


sea 1．
 说“…海”该有the，如the
 Mediterranean Sea（地中海）和the
 Caspian Sea（里海）。


2．
 下面每句里用the
 seas
 ：

They have gone over the
 seas
 back to England.

The story is told by an aged warrior of the
 seas
 .


3．
 at
 sea是“在海上”或“在海里”，往往含有“离海岸很远”的意思。例如：He spent years at sea. 和He was buried at sea. at the
 sea＝at sea。by
 sea是“由海路、乘海船”。例如：They came by
 sea. by the
 sea是“在海岸上”。例如：They live by~the
 sea. in
 the sea是“在海里”，不是“在海面上”。on
 the sea有时是“在海面的船上”，有时是“在海岸上”。


4．
 go to
 sea通常是“开始做水手”，有时是“开航”。go to the
 sea是“到海滨去（度假）”。go into the
 sea是“到海里去”。run off to sea是“逃去做水手”。例如：He ran off to sea when he was young. put out to sea是“开航”。例如：Next morning we put out to sea.


seal
 seal the letter和seal the envelope都可以说。


search 1．
 下面每组里的三句意思不同：




注意下面两句里的searched for和searched out不可对调。

He searched for
 （不用out
 ）the book, but could not find it.

He searched out
 （不用for
 ）the book, and handed it to me.

search after
 作search for
 解，但语气重些，而且通常用于抽象名词。例如：He came to live in the country to search after
 health.

search for和search after都含有“努力搜寻”的意思。对于偶然被忘记放在哪儿的东西，通常用look for而不用search for或search after。例如：I am looking for my gloves, I must have left them in one of the drawers.


2．
 a
 search后面通常接for，偶尔接of。例如：She made a
 search for
 （偶尔用of
 ）her missing ring. the
 search后面接of，for或after。例如：He is engaged in the
 search of
 （或for
 ，或after
 ）certain rare plants. in
 search of
 中用of。例如：She went about the garden in
 search of
 her lost ring.


seaside
 seaside没有复数形式，注意at the
 seaside里用at，有the。


season 1．
 不该说spring season，summer season等，该把season删去。


2．
 说一年的四季该说the
 seasons
 。


seat(ed)
 seat是及物动词，作“使…坐”解，seated＝sitting。例如：I tried to seat the boy on the bench. 和I found him seated
 （不用seating
 ）on the bench.


second 1．
 关于second nature，参见nature 2



2．
 at second hand（间接地）中没有the。


second(-)hand
 说“钟的秒针”该用second-hand，有连字号。说“用过的”或“间接的”该用secondhand没有连字号。有时用作副词。例如：I bought the typewriter secondhand. 和I got the information secondhand.


secret 1．
 Please keep it secret (from him) 和Please keep it a
 secret (from him) 都可以说，都作“请把这件事［对他］保守秘密”解。


2．
 比较下面两句：

He has told me about the matter in secret
 . （他秘密地告诉了我这件事。）

He says he is in the secret
 . （他说他知道这秘密［是局内人］。）


secretary 1．
 He is secretary to
 the Governor等句子里在secretary前面没有a，后面接to。


2．
 Secretary of State在英国指各部的大臣，如Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs（外交大臣）和Secretary of State for Home Affairs（内务大臣），在美国是“国务卿”。英国有好几个Secretary of State，美国只有一个。

英国的每个Secretary of State，可以简称做Secretary，如Foreign Secretary＝Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Home Secretary＝Secretary of State for Home Affairs。美国的Secretary of State没有简称。但美国的各部部长叫做Secretary。例如：Secretary of War（陆军部长）。


secure 1．
 secure有时带有双宾语。例如：His services secured him a reward at length.


2．
 secure用在以that引导的从句前面作“保证”解，是公文英语。例如：The Minister will secure that there shall be no further difficulty.


see 1．
 see的宾语后面的不定式没有to。例如：I often see him walk
 up the hill. 但假使把see改作被动语态，那不定式便该有to。例如：He is often seen to walk
 up the hill.

I often see him walk
 up the hill和I often see him walking
 up the hill意思相仿，用不定式比用分词语气重些。在有“故意看…”的意思的时候通常用不定式。例如：I should like to see you walk
 up the hill.

I saw him walk
 up the hill不论指“故意看见”或“偶然看见”都有“我看着他继续上山”的意思，I saw him walking
 up the hill有“他原来在上山，我偶然看见”的意思。


2．
 比较下面四句：

I saw him walk up the hill.

I saw him walking up the hill.

Now I saw that
 he walked up the hill every morning.

Now I saw him to be
 the man who walked up the hill every morning. 第一句和第二句（参见1
 ）里的saw作“看见”解。第三句和第四句里的saw作“知悉”或“了解”解。注意第四句的不定式be前面有to。


3．
 see后面可以接宾语和表语。例如：

I hope to see you well again soon.

I was sorry to see him so much changed.

His friends were surprised to see him accused in a murder case.


4．
 see有时是“访问”，有时是“接见”。例如：I shall come to see you tomorrow morning. 和If you call tomorrow morning, I shall be glad to see you.


5．
 下面两句都作“我必须留心使他把这信写得不错”解：

I will see (that) he writes the letter correctly.

I will see to it
 that he writes the letter correctly.

注意两句里都用writes（陈述语气），不用write（虚拟语气）。英国人有用虚拟语气的，但极不普通。


6．
 下面四句都作“我希望你能设法解决这件事”解，第一句和第二句比第三句和第四句普通：

I hope you can see your way to settle
 the matter.

I hope you can see your way to settling
 the matter.

I hope you can see your way clear to settle
 the matter.

I hope you can see your way clear to settling
 the matter.

We cannot see our way (clear) to grant(ing) your request里的cannot see our way (clear) to...(ing)是公文里的客气话，比cannot...婉转。


7．
 He saw through
 it是“他看穿了它、不被它蒙蔽”。He saw it through
 是“他办完了它（并不半途而废）”。


8．
 I must see to getting
 the dinner ready里的see to作“注意做到”解，to是介词，getting不可改作get。


9．
 注意I saw him off for
 Beijing yesterday（我昨天送他动身到北京去）里用for。


10．
 see after和see into不及look after和look into普通。


seed
 a
 seed是“一粒种子”，seeds
 是“多粒种子”。统说“种子”用seed和seeds
 都可以。例如：This plant drops its seed(s) everywhere.


seek 1．
 seek不及try通俗。


2．
 seek不及look for通俗。


3．
 用seek该注意勿犯双重被动的毛病，如不可说The situation has been sought to be improved。这句可以改作An attempt has been made to improve the situation。


4．
 下面三句意思相同，但第三句语气最重：

He came to us to seek advice.

He came to us to seek for
 advice.

He came to us to seek after
 advice.

在被动语态里通常用after。例如：Teachers like Mr Bryan are sought after. （像Bryan先生一般的教师是被人需求的。）


seem 1．
 下面四句意思不同：

She seems to be
 a musician. （她［现在］似乎是一个音乐家。）

She seemed to be
 a musician. （她［从前］似乎是一个音乐家。）

She seems to have been
 a musician. （她［现在看来］似乎曾经是一个音乐家。）

She seemed to have been
 a musician. （她［在过去的某时看来］似乎曾经［在那时的以前］是一个音乐家。）


2．
 it would
 seem或it should
 seem语气比it seems婉转。现在it would
 seem比it should
 seem普通。


3．
 seem后面不可接as，但可以接as if。


4．
 He seems not
 to like it和He does not
 seem to like it都可以说。


5．
 下面两句都是美国口语：

I can't seem to do it.

He couldn't seem to solve the problem.

通常该把这两句改作：

I seem (to be) unable to do it.

He seemed (to be) unable to do it.


seesaw
 seesaw在用作游戏名的时候前面没有a或the。例如：The boys are playing at seesaw. 在指那游戏里的跷跷板的时候前面有a或the。例如：The boys are riding on a
 seesaw. 和There is a boy sitting at each end of the
 seesaw.


seize
 seize on
 （或upon
 ）似乎比seize语气重些，如They seized (up
 ) on
 the opportunity比They seized the opportunity多含“急切”的意思。


seldom 1．
 注意Seldom have I
 met him in the street等句子里用have I，不用I have。


2．
 关于seldom if ever，参见ever 11



select 1．
 select作“选择出来”解，不作“从…选择”解，如可以说I want to select some novels for reading，不可说All these novels are for you to select，该在select后面加上from，among，from among或out of。


2．
 select比choose多含“慎重”的意思，作“精选”解。


selection
 selection有时指“一件精选的东西”，有时指“一组精选的东西”，如一本共有三十篇的文选，可以叫做a book of thirty selections，也可以叫做a selection of thirty pieces。可以说The proverbs are an entrirely new selection.


self
 his（或her等）own self是“他（或她等）本人”或“他（或她等）自身”，比himself，herself等表达方式气重些。例如：I have been telling the story of my own self. his（或her等）usual self是“他（或她等）的本来性格”。例如：Suddenly Mary left her friends without saying a word. Very unlike her usual self, I thought.


-self 1．
 下面第一句里的himself是强势代词，第二句里的himself是反身代词：

I am very happy, he said himself.

I am very happy, he told himself.

下面是一个笑话：

A: I had good sport there some time ago.

B: I think I shall go and shoot myself there next year.

shoot myself可能有两个意思：（l）“亲自去打猎”，myself是强势代词。（2）“抢杀我自己”，myself是反身代词。


2．
 在口语里He did it himself
 比He himself
 did it普通得多。


selfish
 参见self-seeking



self-seeking
 self-seeking语气比selfish轻些。例如：He is, I will not say selfish
 , but a little self-seeking
 .


self-study
 self-study原来指“对于自身的研究”，现在也可以作“自学”解。例如：He has a keen mathematical mind and through self-study has passed the entrance examination at Oxford. 和This book is designed for self-study as well as for classroom use.


sell 1．
 下面每组里的第一句比第二句合乎习惯：





2．
 可以说The book sells about five thousand copies a year。


send 1．
 下面三句意思不同：

I shall send
 the book to him tomorrow. （我将在明天把这本书［托人捎或从邮局寄］给他［我自己并不去］。）

I shall take
 the book to him tomorrow. （我将在明天把这本书送到他那里［自己拿去］。）

I shall give
 the book to him tomorrow. （我将在明天把这本书赠给他［我自己也许去，也许不去］。）

不可说I called on him yesterday to send
 him a book或Please send
 this letter to the post on your way to school，但可以说Please have
 this letter sent
 to the post on your way to school。因为甲托乙把信投入邮局，甲做了send的工作，乙做了take的工作，也就是做了“使这信被sent”的工作。注意send并没有“赠（礼物）”的意思，当然Thank you for sending
 the flowers和Charlotte sends
 me all sorts of books是不错的，可是这里的sending和sends指“使…被送到”，并不作“赠”解，假使那东西是借来的、买来的或托人代寄的等，也尽可以用这个词。


2．
 下面每组里的两句意思不同：




不可说I called on him yesterday to send
 for him或I called on him yesterday to send
 for the book I had left with him。


3．
 I shall send for him to
 the office通常作“我将托人到事务所去叫他来”解，但也可以作“我将托人叫他到事务所去”解。I shall send to the office for him当然只可以作“我将托人到事务所去叫他来”解。I shall send for him from
 the office作“我将托人叫他从事务所来”解。


4．
 I shall send for it等句子里所被托而去的人，通常就是那取那东西的人，但并不一定，如为了丙那儿的一本书甲托乙到丙那里去，也许乙便是“拿”的人，也许乙只通知丙，那“拿”的人不是乙而是丙或丁。


5．
 I shall send for him to see you是“我将托人去叫他来看你”。


6．
 I hope to have the book sent in good time可能有三个意思：（1）“我希望这本书及时送出（给你）”。（2）“我希望这本书及时送出（给某人）”。（3）“我希望这本书及时送出（给我）。”


7．
 I（或We）send或I am（或We are）sending意思相同。例如：I send
 you a copy of the pamphlet.


8．
 send是一时的动作，所以不可说I have sent it to him for a week，该说I sent it to him a week ago或It is a week since I sent it to him。


senior
 senior用作“大学四年级生”解是美国英语，有时也指中学的最高年级学生。在英国大学里的所谓senior man（偶尔叫senior）指一年级以上的学生。


sense 1．
 关于common sense，参见common 2
 和3



2．
 下面两句里的come to his senses意思不同：

She has been behaving very foolishly, I hope she'll soon come to her senses（恢复理智）.

She has been struck on the head by a rock and has lost consciousness, I hope she'll soon come to her senses（恢复知觉）.


sensibility 1．
 sensibility并不相当于sensible，并不等于sensibleness，却相当于sensitive，等于sensitiveness。“理智和情感”可以说sense and sensibility，“理智的和情感的”可以说sensible and sensitive。


2．
 sensibility是“敏感性”，sensibilities是“对于各方面的敏感性”。例如：His sensibility to
 human suffering, and his sensibilities
 in general often caused him unhappiness. 注意sensibility后面接to。


sensible 1．
 sensible man，sensible course等表达方式里的sensible 作“有智的”或“不愚的”解。


2．
 sensible of
 ...是“知悉…的”或“非漠然不知…的”，sensitive to
 ...是“易于感觉…的”或“对于…神经过敏的”。例如：I am sensible of
 your kindness. 和He is very sensible of
 his defects. He is sensitive to
 ridicule. 和He is morbidly sensitive to
 any unfavourable criticism of his book. sensible of
 现在不很普通。


sensitive
 参见sensible 2



sensitiveness 1．
 sensitiveness后面接to。例如：His sensitiveness to
 public criticism helped him to correct his mistakes.


2．
 参见sensitivity



sensitivity 1．
 sensitivity后面接to，如the sensitivity of a radio to
 incoming waves和his sensitivity to
 the trends of the times。


2．
 在科学上sensitivity比sensitiveness普通，在一般文字里sensitiveness比sensitivity普通。


sensual
 sensual是“肉体方面（而非精神或智力方面）的”或“耽于肉体之欲的”。sensuous是“感官方面的”。例如：His health failed as a result of his sensual
 excesses. 和Keats is a famous sensuous
 poet.


sensuous
 参见sensual



sentiment
 sentiment是“情感”，一般说来是好的，sentimentality是“过分的、假装的或漫无限制的情感”，是不好的。例如：These essays have plenty of sentiment
 , but no sentimentality
 . 但有时sentiment也被用作sentimentality解。例如：He was sorry he could not often see a flim entirely free from sentiment.


sentimental 1．
 a sentimental girl可能是“一个富于情感的女孩子”，也可能是“一个滥用情感的女孩子”。


2．
 I have sentimental reasons for using this old pen是“我用这枝旧笔有情感上的原因”。如因为这枝笔是父亲遗赠下来的，或者因为这枝笔是大灾难里抢救出来的。This pen is of sentimental value to me里的sentimental有相似的含意。


sentimentality
 参见sentiment



September
 参见April



sequence
 in alphabetical sequence, in historical sequence等表达方式里没有a，an或the。


series
 series单数和复数同一形式，如one series和five series。


seriously
 Seriously, I wish you wouldn't do that again和Seriously, why can't you go? 等句子里的seriously是“正经地说（不是说笑话）”。


serpent
 serpent（蛇）不及snake通俗，通常指体型较大的。


servant
 Your obedient servant用作信函里的信尾客套语现在只用在公函里。


service 1．
 The typist has offered his services
 to us（这个打字员已经向我们自荐）和His services
 are entirely satisfactory（他的服务是完全令人满意的）等句子里必须用复数形式services
 。


2．
 下面两句意思相同：

We are devoted to the
 service of
 the people.

We are devoted to service to
 the people.


3．
 比较下面三句：

He took her into his service.

She thought she had a right to his service.

He offered his services
 to her.

第一句里的his service指“他的被人服务”，全句是“他雇她做他的保姆”。第二句里的his service和第三句里的his services
 都指“他的为人服务”。


4．
 比较下面各句：

He is in service. （他在做工友。）

He is in the service. （1．他在军队里服役。2．他在这部门工作。）

He is at service. （跟第一句相同，但比较不普通）

He is on service. （1．他是现役军人。2．他在某部门工作。）


5．
 civil service，diplomatic service，customs service等表达方式前面有时有the，有时没有the，比较下面每组里的各句：




仔细区别起来，the
 ... service指“…部门”，…service指“在…部门的工作”。governmental service和military service前面没有the．


session
 session用来指“一天的上课时间”和“一年的上课时间”是美国用法，如a half-day session和a forty-week session。


set 1．
 set用作“放…（在那里）”解不及put通俗。


2．
 The sun has set和The moon is setting等句子里不可在set或setting后面加上down。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

I have set him a task. （我已经给他一件工作。）

I have set him to
 a task. （我已经使他开始做一件工作。）


4．
 下面各句里的set的宾语后面都接现在分词：

That set me thinking
 . （那件事使我思索起来。）

The joke set all of us laughing
 . （这笑话使我们都大笑起来。）

Her absence set them wondering
 . （她的缺席使他们奇怪起来。）

The opening of the door set the bell ringing
 . （门一开使铃响起来。）

在这四句里的thinking，laughing，wondering和ringing前面加上to也可以，但不很普通。

下面各句里的set的宾语后面都接不定式：

He set his son to saw
 wood. （他叫他的儿子锯木头。）

She set her cat to catch
 mice. （她让她的猫捉老鼠。）

Who set you to pick
 the flowers? （谁叫你采这些花的？）

把这三句里的to saw，to catch和to pick改作to sawing
 ，to catching
 和to picking
 也可以。用了动名词便把那动作看作一件工作，如He set his son to saw
 wood是“他叫他的儿子锯木头”。He set his son to sawing
 wood是“他叫他的儿子做锯木头的工作”。

set myself（或yourself等）to...（不定式）作“决意…”解。例如：He has set himself to read
 through the long novel.


5．
 set to work（开始工作）和set... to work（使…开始工作）两种表达方式里的work是名词，不是动词。后面都可以接不定式。例如：I have set to work to learn
 German. 和I have set her to work to learn
 German. 有时接分词。例如：I have set to work learning
 German. 和I have set her to work learning
 German.


6．
 I have set to learning
 German（我已经开始学习德语）里的to可以被当作介词（learning是动名词），也可以被当作副词（learning是现在分词）。


settle
 下面四句意思相同：

He hopes to settle
 in the country.

He hopes to be settled
 in the country.

He hopes to settle down
 in the country.

He hopes to be settled down
 in the country.

He has
 now married and settled down和He is
 now married and settled down意思相同。


seventy
 参见eighty



several
 比较下面两句：

I bought several
 books this morning. （我在今天早上买了好几本书［不止一两本］。）

I bought some
 books this morning. （我在今天早上买了几本书［不多］。）


sex(ual) 1．
 the
 sex统指“女子们”，是戏谑词语，the
 sexes
 指“男子们和女子们”。例如：He never associated with the
 sex. 和He often talked about the equality between the
 sexes
 .


2．
 a person of the
 opposite sex里有the，two persons of (the
 ) opposite sexes
 里可以有the，可以没有the，two persons of opposite sex里没有the。


3．
 sex（形容词）和sexual没有绝对的区别。除了在sex appeal（性感），sex antagonism（两性间的对立），sex war（两性间的冲突），sex urge（性欲）等少数名词里必须用sex以外，sex不及sexual普通。

下面各词前面用sex或sexual都普通：

act, attraction, cell, hygiene, instinct, life, organs, pervert

下面各词前面通常用sexual：

affinity, appetite, behaviour, commerce, copulation, desire, difference,

emotion, feeling, function, impotence, impulse, indulgence, intercourse,

interest, morality, perversion, process, relations, reproduction, selection


shade
 shade相当于“荫”，是没有一定的轮廓的，shadow相当于“影”，是有一定的轮廓的。如一棵树的shadow成为shade，又如一条线在日光里也有shadow，但可以说没有shade。通常说under a
 shadow和in the
 shade。


shadow
 参见shade



shake
 握手是双方的，通常说shake hands，但可以说People came up to shake his hand
 。


shall
 shall和will，should和would的种种用法很复杂。一般说来，should相当于shall，would相当于will。下面的一切规则都是根据英格兰的习惯。有两点该注意：（1）所说的错误也许在美国和苏格兰不被看作错误。（2）一切错误可以说都是在该用shall或should的场合用will或would，不是在该用will或would的场合用shall或should。

现在先讲简单句和主句：

（1）shall在第一人称的陈述句里表示将来。例如：I shall
 be twenty next Sunday. 和I shall
 be glad if you will call tomorrow afternoon. 用will而不用shall在英格兰通常被当作错误，但在美国和苏格兰很普通。比较下面两句：

I shall go tomorrow. （在英国是正常的英语，在美国往往被看作允诺或保证。）

I shall be twenty next Sunday. （在英国是正常的英语，在美国几乎不用。）

shall hope作“希望将…”解，不作“将希望…”解，“将来”的意思属于后面的不定式。例如：I shall hope
 to see him next week. ＝I hope
 to see him next week.

（2）shall在第一人称的陈述句里有时表示意向或允诺。例如：I shall
 tell you this evening. 和I shall
 never do it again. 用shall而不用will，含有“当然”的意思。

（3）shall在第一人称的疑问句里有时表示将来，有时问对方的意志。例如：Shall
 I be too old to work at eighty? （表示将来）和Shall
 I post the letter for you? （问对方的意志）这句可以改作Would you like me to post the letter for you? 或Do you want me to post the letter for you? 在爱尔兰和苏格兰往往说Will
 I post the letter for you?

（4）shall在第二人称和第三人称的陈述句里表示自己（指说话或作文者）的意向、命令、允诺、恫吓等。例如：

You（或He）shall
 never see her again. （意向）

You（或He）shall
 go at once. （命令）

You（或He）shall
 have a reward. （允诺）

You（或He）shall
 be punished. （恫吓）

第三句在口语里现在不普通。

比较下面各句：

You（或He）shall
 go at once. （表示自己的意向，语气最强）

You（或He）must
 go at once. （比较婉转）

You（或He）have
 to go at once. （比较婉转）

You（或He）have got to
 go at once. （比较婉转，口语）

You are
 （或He is
 ）to
 go at once. （最婉转）

（5）shall在第二人称的疑问句里表示将来。例如：Shall
 you be away for long? 但用will也很普通。例如：Will
 you be away for long? 在美国几乎不用Shall you...? 在修辞疑问句里总用will，不用shall，如假使Will
 you be away for long? 含有“你当然不会离开好久”的意思，will不可改作shall。

（6）shall在第三人称的疑问句里问对方的意志：例如：Shall
 he be paid? （你以为该给他钱吗？）

（7）will在第一人称的陈述句里表示自己的意向、命令、允诺、恫吓等。例如：

I will
 work hard. （意向）

I will
 be obeyed. （命令）

I will
 help you as much as I can. （允诺）

I will
 punish you. （恫吓）

（8）will通常不用在第一人称的疑问句里。Will
 I? 或Will
 we? 往往有“我（们）当然要”或“我（们）当然不要”的含意。但Will
 I do? 有一个特别的意思：“（你以为做那件事）我行吗？”

（9）will在第二人称和第三人称的陈述句里表示将来。例如：You will
 be better tomorrow. 和It will
 be fine very soon.

（10）will在第二人称和第三人称的陈述句里有时表示自己（指说话或作文者）的命令。例如：You will
 send in your report on Thursday. 和All the members will
 send in their reports on Thursday. 用will比用shall婉转些，主要用在公文里。

（11）will在第三人称的陈述句里有时表示必然性（certainty）或不可避免性（inevitability）。例如：Whatever you may say, things of this kind will
 go on. 有时有“偏偏”的意思。例如：He will
 ask me all sorts of questions when I am busy writing. 这句里的will该重读。有时有“或然”（probable）的意思。例如：This will
 be the book you're looking for. 和It is about five, he will
 have gone back home. （现在大约5点钟，他大概已经回家去了。）

（12）will在第二人称的疑问句里问对方的意志，尤其用在请求句（request）里。例如：Will
 you tell me more about him? Will
 you help me? 和Help me, will
 you? （参见（5））Will you tell me more about him? 也可能是“你能多告诉我一些关于他的事吗？”也可能是“我请求你多告诉我一些关于他的事”。用在第一解，有人以为该用shall而不用will，或改用Are you going to...? 用在第二解，句尾的问号可以改作句号。

（13）will在第三人称的疑问句里表示将来。例如：Will
 they be here tomorrow?

（14）will有时表示习惯，通常用在第二人称和第三人称。例如：You（或He）will
 sit here for hours saying nothing. 这用法在口语里几乎没有。

（15）should是shall的过去式，但很少用来指过去，如I should
 never know。远不及I was never to
 know或I was not going to
 know普通，在文字里也逐渐少用，通常用现在陈述语气就可以表示习惯。

（16）should用在第一人称的条件陈述句里表示将来，那条件从句往往省去。例如：I should
 be glad to see you if you would call tomorrow morning. 和I should
 be glad to see you. 用would而不用should在英格兰通常被当作错误，但在美国和苏格兰很普通。

I should
 like（或I would
 like）里可以说并没有省去的条件从句，它不过是比I shall
 like婉转些的说法。同样地，I should
 think和I should
 say 比I think和I say婉转。

（17）should用在第二人称的条件疑问句里表示将来，那条件从句往往省去，如Should
 you like to see him if he should call on you this evening? 和Should
 you like to see him? 但事实上用would普通得多，如Would
 you like to see him if he should call on you this evening? 和Would
 you like to see him? 在修辞疑问句里总用would，不用should，如假使Would
 you like to see him? 含有“你当然不会喜欢见他”的意思，would不可改作should。

（18）should在任何人称表示义务或责任，如I（或You，或He）Should
 study hard和I（或You，或He）should
 not leave any of these questions unanswered。这样用法的should语气比ought to…轻些。

（19）should有时在疑问句里表示情感（emotion）。例如：Why should
 you call him a fool?

（20）would是will的过去式，但除了表示习惯、意志（volition）和或然性（probability）以外，很少用来指过去。

would用来指过去的习惯比will用来指现在的习惯普通得多。例如：I（或You，或He）would
 sit here for hours saying nothing. 但这用法在口语里几乎没有。

would表示意志往往有“偏偏”的意思。例如：I（或You，或He）would
 go out in spite of the snowstorm. （would该重读）would在否定句里表示过去的意志，例如：I（或You，或He）would
 not listen to her story. would表示或然性，可以用于任何人称，但事实上主要用在第三人称。

例如：

That would
 be in March 1932.

When that happened, I would
 be about twelve.

When that happened, you would
 be about fifteen.

有时指现在而不指过去。例如：This would
 be the book you're looking for.

（21）would在第一人称的条件陈述句里表示自己的意向、命令、允诺、恫吓等，条件从句往往省去。例如：

If I could, I would
 work hard. （意向）

I would
 be obeyed. （命令）

I would
 help you as much as I could. （允诺）

I would
 punish you if you should do it again. （恫吓）

在没有条件从句的场合，I would
 不过是比I will
 婉转些的说法。I would不及I should like普通。参见（16）

（22）would在第二人称和第三人称的条件陈述句里表示将来，条件从句往往省去，例如If you（或he）were a bird, you（或he）would
 be able to fly. 和You（或He）certainly would
 be glad to be able to fly.

it would
 seem和one would
 think不过是比it seems和one thinks婉转些的说法。

（23）would在第二人称的条件疑问句里问对方的意志，尤其用在请求句里，条件从句通常省去，语气比用will婉转，如Would
 you tell me more about him? 和Would
 you help me? 比Will
 you tell me more about him? 和Will
 you help me? 婉转。参见（12）

（24）would在第三人称的条件疑问句里表示将来，条件从句往往省去，如If he were here, would
 he be sorry to hear it? 和Would
 he be sorry to hear it?

（25）would有时表示愿望。例如：I would
 rather remain here. 和I would
 you were with us!

上面只讲简单句和主句，下面讲从句：

（26）shall和should表示加在那从句里的主语所指的人或物身上的责任。例如：

I demand
 that he shall
 （或should
 ）return my book by 24 May.

My demand is
 that he shall
 （或should
 ）return my book by 24 May.

I demanded
 that he should
 return my book by 24 May.

My demand was
 that he should
 return my book by 24 May.

这种以that引导的从句通常用在condition，demand，desire，insist，intend，intention，provide，provision，require等词的后面。

（27）shall用在条件从句或不定从句里现在很不普通，如现在不说if he shall
 come, when he shall
 come或whoever shall
 come，却说if he comes
 , when he comes
 和whoever comes
 。

用shall既然不普通，用will竟然是错误的，如不可说If it will
 be fine tomorrow, I shall go out，该把will be改作is，用will在条件从句或不定从句里只表示意志等，如If you will
 help me, I shall be grateful to you和I shall be grateful to whoever will
 help me。

（28）should用在条件从句或不定从句里表示疑惑，有“偶然”的含意。例如：

If it should
 be fine tomorrow, I shall go out.

If I should
 ever go to Europe, I should see such things.

Whoever should
 apply for further information will have to write to the secretary.

Whatever should
 happen to them would be considered something new.

第一句和第三句里的should比第二句和第四句里的should表示程度轻些的疑惑。注意第一句里用shall，第三句里用will，但第二句里用should，第四句里用would。

假使要表示意志，该用would而不用should。例如：If you would
 help me, I should be grateful to you. 和I should be grateful to whoever would
 help me.

If it should
 be fine, I shall go out里的should决不可改作would。If you should
 catch cold again, you would keep in bed for a few days more里的should也不可改作would。If you would
 keep in bed for a few days more, you would find it difficult to catch up里的would并不表示意志，If you would keep in bed for a few days more＝If (if you should catch cold again) you would keep in bed for a few days more。

（29）should（不是shall）有时表示情感。例如：

It is a pity that she should
 be so ill.

It is strange that you should
 know nothing about it.

It is only natural that we should
 be left behind.

It is odd that you should
 live alone in this cottage.

I wonder why some of you should
 keep laughing at me.

（30）should（不是shall）用在以lest或in case引导的从句里。例如：I have to remind him lest
 he should
 forget it. 和They took their umbrellas with them in case
 it should
 rain. 在以lest引导的从句里在美国通常不用should而用虚拟现在式。例如：... lest he forget
 it.

（31）在间接引语里，依照语法该用在直接引语里所用的shall或will，should或would，但在必要的时候该变换时态，把shall改作should，把will改作would。例如：

He says he shall
 be glad to see
 her. （直接引语：I shall
 be glad....）

He said he should
 be glad to see her. （直接引语：I shall
 be glad ....）

He thinks I will
 be glad to see her. （直接引语：He will
 be glad ....）

He thought I would
 be glad to see her. （直接引语：He will
 be glad ....）

不过在事实上第一句里用will普通些，第二句里用would普通些，第三句里在英国用shall普通些，第四句里在英国用should普通些。尤其在第三句和第四句里现在很少用will和would，因为will和would在第一人称里很像表示意志，但在美国几乎总是用will和would。

像下面各句里的shall和should，will和would当然是不可改动的：

I think I shall
 be glad to see her.

I thought I should
 be glad to see her.

I think
 you（或he）will
 be glad to see her.

I thought you（或he）would
 be glad to see her.

You think he will
 be glad to see her.

You thought he would
 be glad to see her.

He thinks you will
 be glad to see her.

He thought you would
 be glad to see her.

He thinks she will
 be glad to see you.

He thought she would
 be glad to see you.

I shall ask whether you（或he）will
 help me.

I asked whether you（或he）would
 help me.

You（或He）will ask whether I will
 help you（或him）.

You（或He）asked whether I would
 help you（或him）.

I shall tell you（或him）that you（或he）shall
 have a reward.

I told you（或him）that you（或he）should
 have a reward.

（32）It is necessary that he should
 come by six o'clock和I suggest that he should
 come by six o'clock等句子里用should，在美国通常不用should而用虚拟现在式。例如：...he come
 （不用comes）by six o'clock.


shame 1．
 shame有两个意思：“耻辱”的“耻”和“无耻”的“耻”。例如：He felt shame. （他感觉羞耻。）和He is quite without shame. （他是完全无耻的。）


2．
 It is a
 shame for a young man like you not to study hard（像你这样的年轻人不用功学习是一件可耻的事）等句子里的a从前往往省去，现在通常不省去。


shameful 1．
 shameful是“可耻的”，不是“感觉羞耻的”，说“感觉羞耻的”该用ashamed。如假定某人有了可耻的行为，因而感觉羞耻，可以说Jones is ashamed
 of his shameful
 conduct。参见ashamed



2．
 shameful是“可耻的”，shameless是“无耻的”，shameful conduct是“可耻的行为”，shameless conduct是“无耻的行为”。shameful里的shame和shameless里的shame意思不同，因而shameful和shameless意思相仿。参见shame 1



shameless
 参见shameful 2



shan't
 shan't（＝shall not）主要用在英国，在美国很少用。


shape 1．
 in bad shape，in better shape，in fair shape，in good shape，in such shape等表达方式里的shape作“情况”解，原来是美国用法，但现在也用在英国。


2．
 My desk is (of
 ) the same shape as yours等句子里的of可有可无。


share 1．
 He shared the meal可能有两个意思：“他把这一餐的一部分分给别人吃。”或“他吃了这一餐的一部分（其他部分被别人吃）。”He shared the meal with
 her通常作“他把这一餐的一部分给她吃”解，有时作“他被分给这一餐的一部分”解。


2．
 He asked me to share (in
 ) his meal里的in可有可无。He shared her joy和He shared her view里在shared后面没有in。


sheep
 sheep单数和复数同一形式，如one sheep和twenty sheep。


shew
 shew＝show，现在只用在英国，只用作动词，不用作名词。


shilling
 关于说“几镑几先令”参见pound 2
 ，说“几先令几便士”在先令数目的后面有and，如two shillings and
 sixpence。（shilling现已不用）


shine 1．
 shine用作动词作“擦（鞋）”解，用作名词作“擦鞋”解是美国用法。例如：She is shining his shoes. 和She is going to give his shoes a shine. 过去式和过去分词都是shined，不是shone。


2．
 Shine the flashlight on the grass（把手电筒照在草地上）里的shine是及物动词，它的过去式和过去分词有时是shone，有时是shined．


ship 1．
 ship通常被当作阴性。例如：The ship is now on her
 first voyage. 但在用关系代词代ship的时候却不当它为阴性，如The ship, which
 is a large one, is on her first voyage里用which而不用who。


2．
 ship（动词）在商界里往往用作“运输”解，不一定指“用船运输”。例如：They will soon ship the goods by rail. 这用法原来是美国用法，但现在英国也有人用。


3．
 ship（动词）有时带有双宾语。例如：We are today shipping you another machine.


4．
 on board ship（上船，在船上）和take ship（上船）两种表达方式里在ship前面没有the。


shipment
 参见ship 2



shock(ed)
 关于a shocked tone（震惊或愤慨的语调）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


shoot 1．
 shoot him是“用枪把他打中（死或伤）”，shoot at
 him是用枪打他，未必打中他。


2．
 shoot to death（用枪打死）是美国英语，相当于英国英语shoot dead。


3．
 A fellow who speaks ill of his friends like that should be shot! 里的should be shot并不直解作“该被枪杀”，不过说“很可恶”罢了。


shop 1．
 shop在英国通常是“店”，在美国通常是“工场”，如shoe shop在英国通常是“鞋店”，在美国通常是“制鞋工场”。说“店”在美国通常用store。但说“理发店”、“木匠店”等英美都用shop，不过在英国在那指人的词的末尾有's，在美国却没有，如a barber's
 shop和a carpenter's
 shop是英国英语，a barber shop和a carpenter shop是美国英语。a barber's shop，a carpenter's shop等表达方式里的shop往往省去。例如：I met him at a barber's.


2．
 shop用作动词作“到店里去买东西”解，主要用在现在分词和动名词，如go shopping和some shopping to do。在美国往往用作“到商店去看看（未必买）”解。


3．
 shut up shop（shop前面没有the）有时指“暂时停业”，有时指“永久停业”。例如：He used to shut up shop at nine o'clock. 和He shut up shop at seventy. 在用作第二个解时有时指“退休”，并不真有“店”被“关”着。


shopman
 shopman现在在英国通常指“店员”，不指“店主”，在美国通常指“工场里的工人”。


shore 1．
 on
 shore是“在岸上”或“到岸上”，in
 shore是“在近岸的水上”。这两种表达方式里没有the，bring to shore，come to shore等表达方式里也没有the。


2．
 the shores
 of the lake里习惯用复数形式shores。


short 1．
 Your attitude is little short of being ridiculous（你的态度是近于可笑的）里的being做of的宾语，being有时省去。


2．
 short用于head指前后的短，不指上下的短。


3．
 关于a short mile，a short hour，short years等，参见long 2
 和3



shortly 1．
 shortly不可用作a short time ago或for a short time解。


2．
 I shall answer him shortly可能有三个意思：（1）“我不久将回答他。”（2）“我将简略地回答他。”（3）“我将简略得无礼地回答他。”在有可能被人误解的时候该避免用shortly。


shot
 shot（弹丸）有复数形式shots
 ，但单数形式shot往往被用作集合名词，被当作单数或复数都有。例如：I do not know how shot is
 （或are
 ）made. 即使在数字后面也往往用shot而不用shots
 。例如：Two shot(s
 ) were found in the garden.


should
 参见shall



shoulder
 比较下面两句：

He looked over his
 shoulder. （他转过头来向后看。）

He looked over her
 shoulder. （他在她的后面向前看。）


shout 1．
 He shouted to
 me to come似乎比He shouted for
 me to come普通。


2．
 shout（动词）后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：One of the children shouted that
 he had caught five sparrows in as many minutes.

在shout(ed)，后面加上out也可以。


show 1．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





2．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：




第二句和第三句比第一句正式。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

He showed me the room. （他引领我看这间房子。）

He showed me into the room. （他带领我进入这间房子。）


4．
 下面两句意思不同：

He showed me the door. （他赶我出门。）

He showed me to
 the door. （他陪我到门口。）

He showed me out
 可能有这两个意思。


5．
 I'll show you how
 to do it等句子里的how不可省去。


shower
 下面每组里的第一句是英国英语，第二句是美国英语：





shut 1．
 shut比close通俗。


2．
 The door swung shut和The window blew shut等句子里的shut是苏格兰和美国用法，在英格兰不用shut而用to（副词）。


3．
 关于shut up shop参见shop 3



shy
 shy of
 在英国作“想要避免…的”或“不肯…的”解。例如：He is shy of
 big words. 和She is shy of
 speaking in public. 在美国往往用作“缺乏…的”或“在…方面不充足的”解。例如：The house is shy of
 a bathroom. 和The druggist was then shy of
 funds. 有时竟把of省去，把shy用作介词一样，但shy of funds
 里的of不可省去。

shy on
 也是美国英语，作“在…方面不充足的”解。例如：The druggist was then shy on
 funds.


sic
 sic是拉丁词，用在括号里，表示它前面的词虽然好像不对却是原文，并非笔误或刊误。如假定你引用别人的一句The boy have just gone out，读者大约要以为那have是你所写错的，为避免这种疑惑起见你可以在have的后面用（sic
 ），写作The boy have (sic
 ) just gone out。又如假定你的祖父今年98岁了，你写My grandfather is ninety-eight当然不错，但因为98岁的人很少，你恐怕读者以为那ninety-eight是你写错的，你便可以写作My grandfather is ninety-eight (sic
 )。


sick(ly) 1．
 sick原来作“有病的”解，但下面几点该注意：

（1）在定语用法里不论在英格兰、苏格兰或美国都作“有病的”解，如a sick boy。

（2）在表语用法里在苏格兰和美国也作“有病的”解，但在英国现在通常作“呕吐的”或“将呕吐的”解，如I am sick和Do you feel sick? 但fall sick作“患病”解。

（3）在表语用法里在英格兰从前也通常作“有病的”解。


2．
 sicker和sickest都不用，more sick和most sick也不用，通常用worse和worst。


3．
 把sick用在身体某部分的名称的前面是美国用法，如sick kidneys，sick nerves和sick hair。


4．
 sick for
 是“渴望…的”，sick of
 是“对于…感觉厌倦的”。例如：Allen has got sick of
 city life, and is now sick for
 his home in the country.


5．
 在现代英语里在sick和病名的中间用with，不用of，如sick with
 fever和sick with
 influenza。


6．
 a sick
 child是“一个有病的孩子”，表示（暂时或经常）有病，a sickly
 chlid是“一个多病的孩子”，表示经常容易有病。a little sick child是“一个经常有病的小孩”，a sick little child是“一个暂时有病的小孩”。


side 1．
 side前面用at，by，in和on都有，下面几点该注意：

（1）说“在某人的旁边”通常用by或at。例如：A little girl was sitting by
 （或at
 ）my side. 但the side of前通常用by，很少用at，如A little girl was sitting by
 the side of her brother里用by，很少用at。

（2）说“在街、路或河的旁边（指一边）”通常用by，很少用at，如An old man was standing by
 the side of the street里用by，很少用at。说“在街、路或河的两边”通常用at或on。例如：There are shops at
 （或on
 ）both sides of the street. 说“在街、路或河的这边、那边或另一边”通常用on。例如：There is a barber's shop on
 this side of the street. He lives on
 the opposite side of the road. 和His house is on
 the other side of the river.

（3）说“在某物的一边或两边”通常用on或at。例如：There is no tree on
 （或at
 ）this side of the cottage. There is a chair on
 （或at
 ）each side of the table. The picture hangs on
 （或at
 ）the right side of the clock. 和You may leave your books on
 （或at
 ）both sides of the typewriter.

（4）说“在某地的某区”用in。例如：There are two schools in
 our side of the country.

（5）下面各句里都用on，不用at，by或in：

Who is on
 my side? （1．谁在我的一边？2．谁赞助我？3．谁替我争？）

There are faults on
 both sides. （双方都有缺点。）

You may see it on
 every side（或on
 all sides）. （你可以在每一边见到这个。）

He is on
 the right（或wrong）side of fifty. （他还不满［或已经过了］50岁。）

The grandfather on
 his mother's side is a Wallis. （他的外祖父是一个姓Wallis的人。）


2．
 on this side of（1．在…的这一边2．在…以前3．不满）里的of有时被省去。例如：There are no trees on this side the hills. She was interested in everything on this side the grave. （她对于今天的事物都发生兴趣。）有时省去on而不省去of。例如：She was interested in everything this side of the grave. 和Try to keep your letters this side of 500 words. （写信请至多不超过500个字。）this side of似乎不用作“在…的这一边”解。


3．
 He knows (on) which side his bread is buttered（他知道自己利益的所在）里的on可有可无。


4．
 take sides
 with
 和take the
 side of
 都作“赞助（某人）”或“袒护（某人）”解，注意第一种表达方式里没有the，用复数形式sides
 ，用with，第二种表达方式里有the，用单数形式side，用of。


5．
 side在指问题的方面的时候后面习惯用to。例如：There are two sides to
 every question. （对于每一问题，总有两方面。）


side(-)walk
 参见pavement



sight 1．
 at sight，at first sight，catch sight of，come in sight (of)，in sight (of)，lose sight of，on sight，within sight (of)等表达方式里都没有a 或the。at (the
 ) sight of（一见了…以后）里可以有the，也可以没有the。


2．
 at
 sight和on
 sight都作“在某人或某物被见了以后立刻地”解。除了在payable at
 （或on
 ）sight（见票后立即付款的）中以外，似乎通常用at
 sight。例如：

This is a draft payable at
 （或on
 ）sight. （这是一张见票即付的汇票。）

He reads French at
 sight. （他一见了法语便能读［不必预备］。）


3．
 The land came in sight是“陆地被见到了”。We came in sight of land可能有两个意思：“我们见到陆地了。”或“我们被陆地上的人见到了。”


4．
 in sight是“被见到的”，但in sight of是“见到…的”，如Land is now in sight和We are now in sight of land。within sight相当于in sight，within sight of相当于in sight of，通常都用在譬喻里。例如：Peace was soon within sight. 和We were soon within sight of peace.


5．
 I have lost sight of him可能有两个意思：“我已经不见他了。”或“我不知道他的下落。”


6．
 The children were terrified by the sight of him
 （孩子们见了他害怕）里的the sight of him不可改作his sight。


sign 1．
 I have signed my name to
 the cheque和They will be requested to sign their names to
 the petition等句子里的to不可改作in或on。


2．
 I have signed the cheque和They will be requested to sign the petition等句子里的signed和sign后面不可加上in，on或to。


3．
 He signed to
 her to enter the room（他做手势叫她走进这房间）等句子里的to可以省去，但通常不省去。


4．
 signs后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：There were signs that
 the minister would resign.


signature
 under
 his signature比over
 his signature普通。


silence
 Silence! （别作声！）语气很重。教师在教室里通常不说Silence！而说Quiet，Please或please be quiet。


silent
 Silence! 不可改作Silent! 参见silence



silk(en)
 说“丝织的”现在通常用silk不用silken，如silk ribbon和silk stocking。


silver(y)
 说“银质的”只可以用silver，不可用silvery，如silver cup和silver coin。


similar(ity)
 similar后面接to，但similarity后面接to或with都可以。例如：This is similar to
 that. 和This bears a similarity to
 （或with
 ）that.


simple
 simple English，simple language，simple style等表达方式里的simple作“简易的”或“不浮华的”解。但简单句只指语法里所说的简单句，不管那文字是否simple。


simply 1．
 simply往往用作“竟然”或“简直”解。例如：The sight is simply irresistible. 和I simply cannot do without it.


2．
 He is simply careless可能有三个意思：（1）“他不过粗心罢了。”（2）“他简直是粗心了。”（3）“他因愚笨而粗心。”He spoke simply也可能有三个意思：（1）“他简单地说。”（2）“他愚笨地说。”（3）“他自然而诚恳地说。”有可能被人误解的时候，该避免用simply。


simulate
 参见dissimulate



since 1．
 注意下面各句里都用完成时态：

He returned a year ago, and has
 since lived
 with us.

He has lived
 with us since his return.

He has lived
 with us since he returned.

He had returned a year before, and had
 since lived
 with us.

He had lived
 with us since his return.

He had lived
 with us since he (had) returned.

第一句和第四句里的since是副词，第二句和第五句里的since是介词，第三句和第六句里的since是连接词。第六句里用returned比用had returned普通。

下面各句里并不用完成时态：

He returned a year ago, and his health is
 much improved since.

He writes
 the best English since Dr Johnson.

Mr Lewis, living
 with us since he returned, is now a well-known author.

但虽然不用完成时态，却有完成时态的意味：第一句里的is much improved有is much improved because it has
 been much improved的意思，第二句里的writes the best English有writes the best (English) of the English that has
 ever been written的意思，第三句里的living有living as he has lived的意思。

It is
 若干时间since…比It has been
 若干时间since…普通得多，如通常说It is
 a year since his return和It is
 a year since he returned，很少说It has been
 a year since his return和It has been
 a year since he returned。


2．
 He has lived with us since he returned
 里的returned属于过去时态，当然不可改作returns
 。He has lived with us ever since he can
 remember里却用属于现在时态的can，但he can remember有the earliest time that he can remember的意思。


3．
 He has lived with us since he returned
 里的returned属于过去时态，不可改作has
 returned。在since所引导的从句里不用过去时态而用现在完成时态是英美人常有的错误。

比较下面三句：

I have lived in this house since
 I came
 to Shanghai.

I have lived in this house since
 I have been
 in Shanghai.

I have lived in this house while
 I have been
 in Shanghai.

第一句当然不错。第二句不及第一句合乎语法，但have been用在since引导的从句里很普通，比其他属于现在完成时态的动词普通得多，可以算不错。第三句当然不错，但不及第二句普通。

下面两句意思不同：

He has written to me frequently since I was
 ill. （自从我病愈以来，他屡次写信给我。）

He has written to me frequently since I have been
 ill. （自从我生病以来，他屡次写信给我。）


4．
 since（介词）的宾语该是一点时间（a point of time），不是一段时间（a period of time），如可以说I have lived here since January，不可说I have lived here since five months，该改作I have lived here for
 five months。


5．
 不可说“若干时间since...”，如不可说I have lived here five months since
 my return或I have lived here five months since
 I returned，该改作I have lived here since my return five months ago或I have lived here since I returned five months ago。


6．
 since往往用作ago。例如：I returned a year since.

比较下面三句：

It is
 a year since that
 I returned.

It was
 a year since that
 I returned.

It is
 a year since I returned.

第一句和第二句里的since都作ago解，第一句着重“到现在已有一年”的意思（参见ago 3
 ），第三句里的since是连接词。


7．
 since（介词）往往把动名词做它的宾语。例如：I have had three letters from him since writing
 last. 和He has not done it again since being warned
 . 注意writing的动作是属于I的，being warned的情形是属于He的。不可说Three letters have come since writing last和It has not been done by him again since being warned。


8．
 since（连接词）往往用作“因为”解。例如：Since you do not understand, I will explain again. 和He did not come, since he was very busy.

Since you do not understand, therefore
 I will explain也可以说，但通常不用therefore。注意不可说Since you do not understand, so
 I will explain again。


9．
 Well, since you ask me, I never was in love with your sister, though I found that out only when I fell in love with you里的since you ask me并不真正表示原因，那主句所说的是客观事实，并不因为since you ask me。这种用法的since跟if 6
 里的if相仿。


10．
 since（因为）语气比较轻，所以不可说It is since you do not understand that I will explain again，该把since改作because。


11．
 long since（副词）作“久已”解，通常用在完成时态里，有时也可以用在过去时态里，如Bows and arrows have long since
 been out of use, All has long since
 vanished and become a memory和Their crews were long since
 asleep.


sincerely
 写信给普通朋友，那信尾客套语通常是Yours sincerely或Sincerely yours，美国人往往用Yours most sincerely或只用Sincerely一个词。写信给关系一般的人，有时也用Yours sincerely或Sincerely yours。


sink 1．
 sink down
 里的down该删去。


2．
 关于sunk和sunken的不同，参见sunk(en)



sir 1．
 写信给陌生男子，用Sir、Dear Sir或My dear Sir做称呼。Sir最正式，通常用在公文里，Dear Sir最普通。

写信给两个或两个以上的陌生男子用Sirs或Dear Sirs都不及用Gentlemen普通，Sirs不及Dear Sirs普通。


2．
 sir通常有两种用法：称不相识的男子或称爵士。在称不相识的男子的时候单独用，不加在姓名上面，如Yes，sir。在称爵士的时候，用在名的前面，或名和姓的前面，或名的开首字母和姓的前面，不可用在姓的前面，如可以用Sir John，Sir John White和Sir J. White，不可用Sir White。所谓“爵士”，指knight和baronet两种，都是英国爵位的名称（knight并不世袭，baronet是世袭的），有时把这种名称写出，如Sir John White, Knight和Sir John White, Baronet。要是一个人并不是knight或baronet，决不可把Sir加在他的名、名和姓或名的开首字母和姓的前面。


3．
 Yes, sir等表达方式里的sir该用小写字母开首，不用大写字母开首。


sister 1．
 sister指“姐”或“妹”都可以。参见brother 1
 和elder



2．
 sister只指同父母、同父或同母的姐妹，不指堂姐妹。


3．
 the
 Johnson sisters
 比the
 sisters
 Johnson普通。


sister-in-law 1．
 sister-in-law用来指“妯娌”或“妻的哥哥或弟弟的妻”似乎很勉强。


2．
 sister-in-law不可用在信的称呼（salutation）里。


sit 1．
 sit down
 是一时的动作。例如：He sat down
 by the fire and soon went to sleep. 不可说He sat down
 by the fire for nearly three hours，该把down删去。


2．
 There were two birds sitting
 on the branch里的sitting是“停”，不是“坐”，实际是standing。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

He sat reading all the morning. （他整个上午坐着阅读
 ［不是坐着写字或画图］。）

He read sitting all the morning. （他整个上午坐着
 阅读［不是站着或躺着阅读］。）

下面两句里的teach sitting和cook sitting不可改作sit teaching和sit cooking：

He had to teach sitting
 because he had a sore foot.

She says she can't cook sitting
 .

参见stand 3
 和lie 2



4．
 下面两句都作“他将参加这次考试”解，似乎近几年来才有省去for的：

He is going to sit for
 the examination.

He is going to sit the examination.


sitting
 Can you finish the work at a
 （或one
 ）sitting? 等句子里用a似乎比用one普通些。


situate(d)
 除了在房产经理人的广告里以外，现在只用situated，不用situate。


situation
 situation（职位）通常指社会地位较低的的职业，如厨师和园丁等。a situation of（或as）cook等表达方式里在cook等词前面通常没有a。但out of a
 situation（失业的）里必须有a。


sixpence
 sixpence用作“六便士银币”解可以用复数形式sixpences。例如：two sixpences


sixty
 参见eighty



size
 This is (of
 ) just the right size和Please give me a piece (of
 ) the same size等句子里的of往往被省去。


skill
 a
 skill（一种技术）和skills
 （各种技术）主要用在美国。例如：Cooking is a
 useful skill. She is interested in the skills
 of singing and drawing. 和He may not have the skills
 to work in transport and industry.


skilled 1．
 skilled跟unskilled相反，一个人或skilled或unskilled，无所谓very skilled，most skilled或more skilled。skil(l)ful便可以被very，most，more等词修饰。


2．
 a skilled trade是“一个需要技能的职业”。


skil(l)ful
 参见skilled



sky 1．
 sky跟skies似乎没有区别，如a cloudless sky
 和cloudless skies
 ，a warmer sky
 （较暖的气候）和warmer skies
 。但skies不及sky通俗。


2．
 可以说an immense expanse of blue sky，the breach of sullen sky等。blue sky和sullen sky前面没有a。


3．
 sky指整个的天空，并不分成eastern，western等几个sky，但习惯上可以说The evening star was shining in the
 pale western sky等。


slang
 slang统指俚语，并不指一个一个的俚语，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式slangs
 。如可以说This word is slang和All these phrases are slang，不可说This word is a
 slang和All these phrases are slangs
 .

但 a
 slang可以指“一种俚语”，slangs
 可以指“多种俚语”。例如：They have a
 slang of their own. 和I do not know a single expression of military and naval slangs
 .


slangism
 slangism指一个一个的俚语，并不统指俚语。例如：Every sport has its interesting slangisms. 但这词不普通，通常用slang word，slang phrase或slang expression。


slangy
 slang（形容词）是“slang的”，slangy
 是“有俚语性质的”，一个slangy
 phrase可以说是一个并不十足的slang phrase。


slant
 slant用作“观点”或“倾向”解是美国英语。例如：Jack got a new slant on his native society.


slap
 The madman slapped her face和The madman slapped her in the face都可以说。注意第二句里用in和the，不用on和her。


slash
 slash在美国往往用作“减低（工资、赋税等）”或“缩短（文字等）”解。例如：Tom was afraid his wages were going to be considerably slashed. 和The editor asked the author to slash the article.


slay(er)
 slay（杀）和slayer（杀者）在英国只用在文学或法律里，不用在一般文字里，但在美国很普通。


sleep 1．
 sleep（名词）统指睡眠，a
 sleep指“一段时间的睡眠”，但很少用sleeps
 来指“多段时间的睡眠”。如可以说Sleep is necessary to health和He had only a
 brief sleep last night，但很少说I have had only brief sleeps during the past few weeks。


2．
 go to sleep是“入睡”，不是“就寝”，说“就寝”该说go to bed。例如：I usually go to bed
 at nine o'clock and go to sleep
 ten minutes afterwards. 一个人有时并不“就寝”也会“入睡”。例如：The baby went to sleep in the nurse's arms.


3．
 sleep（动词）通常作“睡眠”解，如I sleep for eight hours和He sleeps from nine at night to five in the morning。有时用作“入睡”解。例如：It is time to sleep. 但说“入睡”通常说go to sleep或fall asleep，不说sleep，如通常不说I slept
 at half past ten last night或As he was very tired, he slept
 as soon as he sat down，该把slept改作went to sleep或fell asleep。fall asleep通常含有“不想入睡而入睡”的意思。


4．
 sleep late不是“（晚上）睡得迟”而是“（早上）醒得晚”（日上三竿才醒）。


sleeper
 sleeper在英国是铁路上的“枕木”，相当于美国的tie，在美国是“卧车”，相当于英国的sleeping-car。


slim
 slim用作“少的”或“微弱的”解现在只在美国流行，如slim evidence，a slim dinner和slim arguments。


slip 1．
 slip of the
 pen（笔误）和slip of the
 tongue（口误）两种表达方式里都必须有the。


2．
 slip单独用通常指“笔误”。例如：That wasn't really a mistake, it was only a slip.


slow(ly) 1．
 slow后面接不定式是“不愿…的”或“不大会得…的”。例如：He is not slow to defend
 himself. 和She is slow to take
 offence. slow后面接in和动名词是“…得太迟的”或“…得慢的”。例如：The guests are slow in arriving
 . 和The crowd is slow in breaking
 up.


2．
 slow用作副词不及slowly
 普通。但在着重“慢”或“细心”的意思的场合往往用slow而不用slowly
 ，在口语里更多用slow。例如：





3．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，但第一句比第二句普通：





slum
 the
 slums
 指“贫民住的区域”，就是“贫民窟”，如children of the
 slums
 。


slumber
 复数形式slumbers
 并不指“多次睡眠”。例如：She called his name, but his slumbers
 were too deep.


small
 small是“小”，little往往含有“小得可爱”、“小得可怜”等意思。参见big



smallpox
 smallpox前面现在通常不用the，用the是“老式”的。


smell 1．
 下面三句意思相同：

He used to smell a dish before he tasted it.

He used to smell at
 a dish before he tasted it.

He used to smell of
 a dish before he tasted it.

第三句似乎只用在美国。


2．
 The meat smells good
 和The flowers smell sweet
 等句子里该用形容词，不该用副词。It smells disgusting和It smells disgustingly
 都可以说。第一句里的smell作“发出…的气味”解，那disgusting是表语，第二句里的smell作“发出恶劣的气味”解，那disgustingly
 是副词。第一句等于It has a disgusting smell，第二句等于It stinks so as to disgust one。


smile 1．
 说“对（某人）微笑”在smile后面接at，on或upon都可以。例如：He smiled at
 （或on
 ，或upon
 ）me. 似乎用at最普通，说“对（某人）表示特别爱好”在smile后面接on或upon，不接at。例如：He rejoiced when his sweetheart smiled (up
 )on
 him. 和Fortune always smiled (up
 )on
 him. 说“对于…一笑置之”在smile后面接at。例如：She smiled at
 her baby's efforts to catch the butterfly.


2．
 smile可以作“（经常的）笑容”解。例如：She had such a sweet smile
 that everybody loved her.


3．
 be all smiles是“笑容满面很高兴”，有时含有“表示不再生气”的意思。例如：She was all smiles
 when I met her in the evening.


4．
 smile是类名词，不是抽象名词。参见laugh(ter)



smoke
 smoke通常统指“烟”，不指“一缕烟”，“一缕烟”该说a cloud of smoke。a
 smoke指“一次吸烟”或“用来驱虫的一次熏烟”。例如：He is having a
 quiet smoke. 和They are making a
 smoke to drive away mosquitos. smokes
 指“烟雾”。例如：We saw many smokes
 curling from the valley.


snatch
 snatch it是“攫取它”，snatch at
 it是“做攫取它的动作”（未必取着），如He snatched my umbrella and ran away和He snatched at
 my umbrella, but as I held it tightly, he could not got it。


so 1．
 so beautiful a
 garden比a so beautiful
 garden普通而自然，参见a，an 23
 。不可说so
 beautiful gardens
 和so
 good poetry，该把so改作such。通常不说my
 so beautiful garden，该改作my garden，which is so beautiful。


2．
 关于He is not so
 old as she和He is not as
 old as she。参见as 6



3．
 可以说I am busy, so
 I cannot go with you。不可说As
 I am busy, so
 I cannot go with you，参见as 8



4．
 关于Here is so
 big a stone as
 no man can lift和Here is so
 big a stone that
 no man can lift it
 ，参见as 11



5．
 下面第一句里的so ... as to ...表示目的，第二句里的so ... as to …可以表示目的，也可以表示结果，第三句里的so ... as to...表示结果：

I will write so
 carefully as
 to make my meaning clear.

I always write so
 carefully as to
 make my meaning clear.

I never write so
 carelessly as
 not to
 make my meaning clear.

第一句可以改作I will write so
 carefully that
 I may
 make my meaning clear。第二句可以改作I always write so
 carefully that
 I may
 make my meaning clear（表示目的）或I alwasys write so
 carefully that
 I make my meaning clear（表示结果）。第三句可以改作I never write so
 carelessly that
 I do
 not make my meaning clear。

下面第一句里的so as to…表示目的，第二句里的so as to…可以表示目的，也可以表示结果，第三句里的so as to…表示结果。

He tried to shout so as to
 be heard all along the street.

He shouted so as to
 be heard all along the street.

He was afraid of making any noise so as to
 be heard by the baby.

第一句可以改作He tried to shout so that
 he might
 （或could
 ）be heard all along the street。第二句可以改作He shouted so that
 he might
 be heard all along the street（表示目的）或He shouted so that
 he was
 heard all along the street（表示结果）。第三句可以改作He was afraid of making any noise so that
 he might
 （或could
 ）be heard by the baby。


6．
 下面五句意思相仿：

He was so
 angry as
 not to be
 able to speak.

He was so
 angry that
 he could not speak.

He was angry, so
 he could not speak.

He was angry, and so
 he could not speak.

He could not speak, he was so
 angry.

下面几点该注意：

（1）第一句里的so angry as not to...可以改作angry enough not to ...，但不可说so
 angry enough as
 to...或angry enough as
 to...。

（2）第二句里的that有时省去。

（3）第三句里的so的前面有人以为该用分号而不用逗号，否则该加上and（成为第四句）。

（4）第四句里的and so的前面用逗号，不用分号。

（5）第五句在he的前面不该加上for，假使加上了for，该把so删去。

（6）第五句可以改作He could not speak，so angry he was或He could not speak，so angry was he。


7．
 He tried to shout so that
 he might（或could）be heard all along the street等句子里的so that表示目的。在美国往往只用so而不用that，前面有时有逗号，有时没有逗号。例如：He tried to shout (,) so
 he might be heard all along the street. 和Kindly sign it and return to me(,) so
 I can put through a voucher for the ¥600 we agreed on.

He shouted so that he was heard all along the street等句子里的so that表示结果。在美国也往往只用so而不用that。


8．
 注意下面第一句里用so is he，第二句里用so he is，第三句里用so does he，第四句里用so he does：

She is clever，and so is he
 .

She calls him clever, and so he is
 .

She works hard, and so does he
 .

She says he works hard, and so he does
 .

第一句和第三句里的he和she并不是同一个人，第二句和第四句里的he和him或he是同一个人。注意下面第一句里用so he is和so is his brother，第二句里用so he does和so does his brother：

She calls him clever, so he is
 , and so is his brother
 .

She says he works hard, so he does
 , and so does his brother
 .


9．
 Don't call me unkind, John, you know I am not so
 里的so是代替上文的unkind，实际这so是多余的，因为I am not等于I am not unkind。通常不用so。

If you are a member of the association, how long have you been so
 ? 里的so代替上文的a member of the association。


10．
 注意在下面各句里都不可用so：

You're not comfortable, are you（不可说are you so
 ）?

Oh, you are comfortable, are you（不可说are you so
 ）?

A: I'm awfully comfortable.

B: Are you（不可说Are you so
 ）?

A: Are you comfortable?

B: (Yes,) I am（不可说I am so
 ）.

(No,) I am not（不可说I am not so
 ）.

A: Do you believe it?

B: (Yes,) I do（不可说I do so
 ）.

(No,) I don't（不可说I don't so
 ）.


11．
 在口语里，在think，expect，believe，suppose，fancy，fear，hear，hope，imagine等词后面可以用so来代替上文所提及的名词、形容词或从句。例如：

A: Is he a cop?

B: I think so
 （＝he is a cop）.


12．
 关于do so，参见do 5
 和6



13．
 在过去分词前面，用so往往不及用so much或so well自然，如so (much) damaged，so (well) developed等。


14．
 关于So far from liking him, I wish I may never see him again等句，参见far 3



15．
 Bob did not so much as raise his head和Bob could not find so much as a piece of bread to eat等句子里的so much as作even解，不该在它的前面加上even。


16．
 关于ever so和never so，参见never 5



17．
 or so通常紧接在数字的后面，但有时也用在数字所修饰的词的后面。例如：There were fifteen or so
 people there. 和There were fifteen people or so
 there.


18．
 and so on，and so on语气比单用and so on重。


19．
 下面两句意思相同：

Give her a fairly detailed description of yourself so that
 she will not miss you in the crowds.


So that
 she will not miss you in the crowds, give her a fairly detailed description of yourself.


20．
 比较下面每组里的四句：




每组里的第一句、第二句和第三句都表示目的。第四句里有逗号，在early后面有一小顿，表示结果。


21．
 下面两句意思相同：

It is getting late, so that
 I must be going home.

It is getting late. So that
 I must be going home.


soap
 soap统指“肥皂”，a
 soap是“一种肥皂”，soaps是“多种肥皂”，说“一块肥皂”和“多块肥皂”不可说a
 soap和soaps
 ，该说a cake
 （或piece
 ，或tablet
 ）of soap和cakes
 （或pieces
 ，或tablets
 ）of soap。


sob(bing)
 a sob是“一个呜咽的动作”或“一声呜咽”，a sobbing
 是“一阵呜咽”。


so-called
 so-called跟what is called，what we call或what is known as不同。例如：

That so-called masterpiece is really an ordinary school composition.

（那个所谓杰作［实际不配叫做“杰作”］实际是一篇寻常的学校作文。）

What is called（或What we call，或What is known as）a school composition is a short essay on a given subject. （所谓学校作文是论述一个特定题目的一篇短文。）

比较下面两句：

He is a so-called humorist. （他是一个不配叫做幽默家的幽默家。）

He is what is called（或what we call，或what is known as）a humorist.

（他是一个人们所说的幽默家。）

在决不会引起误解的场合有人把so-called用作what is called等解。例如：A so-called rhetorical question is a question asked not to be answered but merely for effect. 但总不及用what is called等妥当。


socia(b)l(e) 1．
 sociable和social都有“社交的”的意思，但sociable着重在“喜欢社交”或“有社交的乐趣”的意思，如He is social
 是“他是社交的（并非不肯社交的）”。He is sociable
 是“他是喜欢社交的”。又如We had a social
 party是“我们有一个社交集会”。We had a sociable
 party是“我们有一个有社交乐趣的集会”。The social
 evening was a dull and unpleasant one是讲得通的，假使把social改作sociable便讲不通。


2．
 在英国有时把social用作名词，作“社交集会”解，在美国原来不用social而用sociable，现在渐渐多用social。


3．
 在social science（统指社会科学）前面没有the。the
 social sciences
 是“各种社会科学”。a
 social science是“一种社会科学”。


socialist(ic)
 参见-ist(ic)



society 1．
 统说“社会”在society前面没有the，注意下面每组里的两句意思不同：




下面各句里的society作“社交界”解，并不统指“社会”：

These accomplishments fit one for society.

She was introduced to society only a short time ago.

Such men as Mr Shipley always shine in society.

This is a busy week for society.


2．
 说“新社会”和“旧社会”，前面通常用the，如the
 new society和the
 old society。可以说a
 classless society，this
 matrilineal society，feudal societies
 等。


sofa
 sofa是长的，可以坐三四个人。我们所说的“单人沙法”并不是sofa，是arm(-)chair。


soil 1．
 soil统指“土壤”，a
 soil是“一种土壤”，soils
 是“多种土壤”。


2．
 on
 German soil，on
 foreign soil等表达方式里用on，没有the。


soldier
 great soldier(s)，fine soldier(s)，poor soldier(s)等表达方式里的soldier(s)指“军人”，不指“兵”。He will make a soldier和He is both a scholar and a soldier等句子里的soldier也指“军人”。


solicitor
 solicitor用作“招揽者”解是美国用法。


solution
 solution（解决）后面接of，或to，或for。例如：Here is the solution of
 （或to
 ，或for
 ）the problem. 和He then offered what he considered a temporary solution of
 （或to
 ，或for
 ）my problem.


some 1．
 注意下面第一句里用any而不用some，第二句里用any或some都可以：

I have not got any
 （不用some
 ）butter.

If you have got any
 （或some
 ）butter，will you please lend me a little?

注意下面每组里的第二句的含意：




注意下面每组里的各句意思不同：




关于I do not like any
 of them和I do not like some
 of them的区别，参见any 2



2．
 下面各种表达方式都可以说：

some books, some such books, some of the books, some of thesebooks, some of those books, some of his books

但不可说some of
 books或some of
 such books。


3．
 下面各句里的some作“很好的”、“很大的”等解，原来是美国用法，在英国多少有些口语性质。

I call that some picture.

We had some narrow escape.

That was some war.

This is some storm.


4．
 下面各句里的some作somewhat解，原来是美国用法，在英国是俚语。

She is some better today.

We must both work some and play some.

I hope they will help matters some.

The sea went down some during the night.


5．
 关于some day和one day的区别，参见day 7



6．
 关于some one和someone的区别，参见someone 1



7．
 关于some time，参见sometime(s) 1



8．
 some reason or other
 ，some way or other
 ，some man or other
 ，some time or other
 等表达方式里的other改作an
 other也可以，但不及用other普通。


9．
 some five hours是“五小时左右”，some five or six hours是“五小时或六小时左右”。


somebody 1．
 somebody不可写作some body。


2．
 somebody比someone通俗些，口语里多用somebody。


3．
 somebody属于单数形式。例如：Somebody has
 taken the cups away.


4．
 somebody有时指“有地位的人”或“重要的人”。例如：He thinks himself (a) somebody. 用作这个意思，有复数形式somebodies
 。例如：They think themselves somebodies
 , but they are really nobodies. 注意不可把somebodies
 用来指“若干人”或“某某若干人”。


someday
 someday是副词，作some day解，不及some day普通，参见day 7



someone 1．
 someone作“某人”解。例如：Get a light, someone
 ? 不作“某一个”解。说“某一个”该用some one。例如：Some one of
 his friends will help him. 和Choose some
 one of these pictures for your room. 把some one用作“某人”解也可以，但不很普通。


2．
 someone不可用作“若干人”或“某某若干人”解，下面两句意思不同：


Someone
 says so. （某人［只有一个人］这样说。）


Some
 say so. （若干人［有些人］这样说。）


3．
 参见somebody 2



4．
 用了someone，不可用one，one's等词指它，如不可说Someone has left one's
 handkerchief on the table，该把one's改作his或her。


something 1．
 something不可写作some thing。


2．
 没有复数形式somethings。some things是“几样东西”。例如：

There are some things I must pick up at the grocery.


3．
 something queer，something special等表达方式当然不可改作queer something，special something等，但前面加上了a便可以，如a
 queer something和a
 special something。a
 something（没有其他形容词）也有人用。例如：She carried a
 something wrapped up in paper. 但很少见。


some(-)time
 参见sometime(s) 1



sometime(s) 1．
 说“若干时间”该用some time。例如：He went some time
 ago. 和She stayed here for some time
 . 说“在某一时刻地”或“若干时间地”也该用some time。例如：He went some time
 last week. 和She stayed here some time
 . 但也可以用sometime或some-time。在He was sometime
 professor of physics at the university和Dr Spencer, (the) sometime
 professor of physics at the university, will publish a new work before long等句子里的sometime作“从前地（的）”解，不可改作some-time或some time。说“有时地”该用sometimes。例如：He sometimes
 writes to me in French.


2．
 He is sometimes well, sometimes unwell和He is sometimes well and
 sometimes unwell都可以说。


somewhere
 Is it somewhere I know? 里的somewhere作some place解，被当作名词看待。I hope the cat has had somewhere warm to sleep these cold nights里的warm修饰somewhere。


soon(er) 1．
 soon是“不久以后”，不是“立刻”，如不该说When she heard the knock, she opened the door soon。该把soon改作immediately，instantly或at once。


2．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




注意：（1）as soon as比no sooner...than普通。（2）as soon as引导的是从属分句，no sooner却用在主句里。（3）用了no sooner通常用过去完成时态。（4）第二组第二句里No sooner用在句首，所以用had I而不用I had。


3．
 as soon as所引导的从句里不可用进行时态，如不可说She opened the door as soon as I was knocking
 或I shall let you know as soon as he is arriving
 ，该把was knocking改作knocked，把is arriving改作arrives。


4．
 no sooner...than几乎不用在现在时态或将来时态，如最好不说：

As a rule, she no sooner
 hears a knock than
 she opens the door.

She will no sooner
 hear a knock than
 she opens the door.

可以改作：

As a rule, she opens the door as soon as
 she hears a knock.

She will open the door as soon as
 she hears a knock.

我见过下面两句，都是含有“偏偏这样”的意思的：

No sooner do I get a good charwoman than she falls ill.

It's a most extraordinary thing, but no sooner do I begin to do well in anything, than something happens to throw me down and I have to start all over again.


5．
 下面两句里的am和are不可改作shall be和will be：

I will write again as soon as I am
 free.

Come and see us as soon as you are
 in this neighbourhood.


6．
 so
 soon as比as
 soon as语气重些，但很不普通。


7．
 注意下面各句的意思：

He would as soon kill himself as betray his country. （直译：1．他愿自杀，跟愿卖国一样。2．他不愿卖国，正如他的不愿自杀，他极不愿卖国。）

She could as soon fly through a mountain as drive a car. （直译：1．她能够穿山而飞，如能够驾驶汽车一样。2．她不会驾驶汽车，正如她不能穿山而飞。3．她决不会驾驶汽车。）

You might as soon expect help from a stone as from him. （直译：1．你可以希望一块石头帮助你，跟你可以希望他帮助你一样。2．你不可以希望他帮助你，正如你不可希望一块石头帮助你。3．你决不可希望他帮助你，他决不会帮助你。）


sophomore
 sophomore（大学二年级学生）是美国英语，偶尔也指中学二年级学生。


sorrow
 much sorrow（许多伤心事）和many
 sorrows都可以说。a
 sorrow是“一件伤心事”。但下面各句里的sorrow指“伤心”或“懊丧”，是抽象名词，前面不可加a，也不可改作复数形式：

They all felt sorrow for it.

He left the place with sorrow.

She showed sorrow for her misconduct.


sorrowful
 sorrowful有三个意思：（1）“感觉伤心的”，如a sorrowful man。（2）“表示伤心的”，如a sorrowful song。（3）“使人伤心的”，如a sorrowful sight。


sorry 1．
 I am sorry后面往往接but。例如：I'm sorry, but
 I have an engagement for Sunday afternoon. 和I am sorry, but
 the matter quite slipped my memory. 某人（假定是David Jackson）为了某种原因不能出席，托人带来一个字条，字条里可以说David Jackson is sorry he couldn't come, but
 he had to attend to some urgent business。


2．
 不可说I am sorry, for I have not answered your letter。参见for 10



3．
 下面两句都不对：

Sorry to say, he failed in the examination.

The boy, sorry to say, fell into the brook.

该改作：


I am
 sorry to say that he failed in the examination.


I am
 sorry to say that the boy fell into the brook.


4．
 不可说it is sorry that...。


5．
 not sorry往往有“（暗中）感觉高兴”的意思。例如：She was not sorry when this uncomfortable visit came to an end.


sort
 参见kind 2，3，4，5



S(o)udan
 Sudan（非洲国名）或Soudan前面有the。


sound(ly) 1．
 sound统指“声音”，a
 sound是“一个声音”，sounds是“多个声音”。


2．
 The music sounds sweet
 和That story sounds false
 等句子里的sweet和false不可改作sweetly和falsely。


3．
 sound asleep（熟睡的）里习惯用sound，不用soundly
 。sleep sound(ly)里用sound或soundly
 都可以，在英格兰通常用soundly，在美国和苏格兰通常用sound。


4．
 out of sound of是“听不到”，within sound of是“听得到”，sound前面都没有the。例如：I wish my house were out of sound of
 street noises. 和His house is within sound of
 the waves breaking on the shore.


soup
 通常说eat
 the soup，有时也说drink
 the soup。


source 1．
 说河流的“源”往往用复数形式sources
 ，如the sources
 of the Rhine。


2．
 不该说original
 source，该把original删去。


south
 参见east
 。south（形容词），southerly和southern的不同，相当于east（形容词），easterly和eastern的不同。


southerly
 参见south



southern
 参见south



space
 注意The letter is typed in single space with double space between paragraphs里在single和double前面没有a或the，用space而不用复数形式spaces
 。


spaghetti
 spaghetti（意大利式细面条）是物质名词，不指一根面条。


Spanish
 the
 Spanish统指西班牙（Spain）人。说“一个西班牙人”和“多个西班牙人”不可用a Spanish或Spanish，该用a
 Spaniard和Spaniards。统指西班牙人用the
 Spaniards也可以。


spare 1．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，但第二句不及第一句普通：




He said he could spare me only ten minutes可能有两个意思：“他说他只能够拨出十分钟给我。”或“他说他只能放我自由（不需我侍候）十分钟。”在only前面加上了for全句只可能有第二个意思。


2．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，但第二句不及第一句普通。




但假使from后面接动名词，那from不可省去，如That will spare him from calling
 again里的from不可省去。


3．
 to spare作“余下的”解。例如：There is one yuan to spare. and to spare或enough and to spare作“很多的”解。例如：There is money (enough) and to spare in his pocket.


speak 1．
 下面各句里的say和said不可改作speak和spoke：

He used to say that he liked short stories.

He did not say how he had done it.

He refused to say where he lived.

I wonder what he said to you this morning.

'I shall be glad to see her' he said.

After a little time he said 'Quite so.'

第六句改作After a little time he spoke, saying
 'Quite so.' 也可以。


2．
 下面三句里都有of或about：

When I last saw him, he spoke of
 （或about
 ）his plans for the future.

In his last letter he spoke of
 （或about
 ）his plans for the future.

His last letter spoke of
 （或about
 ）his plans for the future.

speak of
 是“提到”，指口头的“提到”和在文字里的“提到”都可以。speak about
 也是“提到”，比speak of
 说得详细些。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

He does not speak English. （他不会讲英语。）

He does not speak in
 English. （1．他不用英语说话。2．他不用英语演说。）

问某人“能讲某种语言吗？”通常说Do you speak...? 比较少说Can you speak...?


4．
 可以说He spoke words of wisdom和She spoke words of praise等。但不可说He spoke no word，该说He said nothing。


5．
 speak up和speak out都可能有两个意思：（1）“清楚和响亮地说”，如Speak up（或out）-We can't hear。（2）“大胆地说”，如Speak out（或up）-don't be afraid。在第一个意思里speak up比speak out普通，在第二个意思里speak out比speak up普通。


6．
 Am I speaking to Mr Collins? 直译作“我正在和Collins先生讲话吗？”，就是“你就是Collins先生吗？”与Have I the honour of speaking to Mr Collins? 意思相同。


7．
 (This is) John Clifford speaking用于打电话，直译作“（这是）John Clifford在讲话”，就是说“我是John Clifford”。


8．
 We must let him speak for himself（我们必须让他为自己说话）可能有四个含意：（1）“我们不该代他说话。”（2）“我们不该预料他说什么。”（3）“我们必须让他发表他个人的（与众不同的）意见。”（4）“（即使我们不让他谈起其他事）我们该让他谈起关于他自己的事。”


9．
 We're not on speaking terms是“我们现在互相不交谈（暂时不和好）。”有时也说We're not speaking。


special 1．
 参见(e)special(ly) 1
 和2



2．
 special delivery（快递）是美国英语，相当于英国英语的express delivery。


specialist
 specialist后面接in，如a specialist in
 skin diseases, a specialist in
 international affairs和a specialist in
 geology。也可以说skin disease specialist，international affairs specialist和geology specialist。


speciality
 参见specialty



specialize 1．
 下面两句意思略有不同：

He specializes chemistry. （他把化学专门用于某一目的。）

He specializes in
 chemistry. （他专门研究化学。）


2．
 specialized用作形容词，作“专科的”解，跟general相反，如a highly specialized reference library和a subject of specialized study。


specially
 参见(e)special(ly) 1
 和2



specialty
 specialty跟speciality没有绝对的区别。在英国speciality比specialty普通，在美国specialty比speciality普通，下面各句里在英国通常用speciality，在美国通常用specialty：

Nuclear physics is his special(i
 )ty.

Ink is our special(i
 )ty. （我们专造［或专售］墨水。）

Ink-making is our special(i
 )ty.


specie(s)
 specie统指“硬币”，前面不可加a。也没有复数形式species
 。例如：He was paid in specie. species作“种类”解，单数和复数同式。


spectacles
 说“戴眼镜的”在spectacles前面用in。例如：I met an old man in
 horn-rimmed spectacles. 和She sat knitting, in
 her spectacles. 参见eye(-)glasses



speech 1．
 参见address 6



2．
 speech有时用作“话儿”解。例如：He made a thoughtless speech. 和She does not like his polite speeches. 但中国学生似乎把这词用得太多，该用remark(s)，phrase(s)，words，what he said等调剂一下。


speed
 with
 speed，with
 all speed，with
 great speed，with
 incredible speed等表达方式里用with，at
 full speed，at
 (a) high speed，at
 top speed，at
 low speed，at
 a reasonable speed，at
 (an) ordinary speed等表达方式里用at。He came (at
 ) full speed里的at有时省去。


spell 1．
 B-o-o-k spells 'book'里的B-o-o-k应该当作单数，所以用spells而不用spell。


2．
 可以说'Book' is spelt b-o-o-k。


3．
 可以说a badly spelt letter（一封拼法不正确的信），但不可说He often spells his letters badly。


spend 1．
 不可说I shall not spend
 much of your time，该把spend改作take up。


2．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同，似乎用for最不普通：





3．
 He spends his evenings (in
 ) reading fiction和He spent most of his life (in
 ) travelling以及Instead of working hard at her lessons, Mary used to spend her time (in
 ) building castles in the air等句子里的in可有可无。注意不可说He spends his evenings to read
 fiction等。


4．
 比较下面两句：

He spent half a year (in
 ) writing a short play. （他花了半年时间写一个短剧。）

He spent half a year on
 writing a short play. （他把半年工夫花在写一个短剧上。）

第二句几乎等于It took him half a year to write a short play。


spin
 spin可以带有双宾语。例如：Spin us a yarn. （讲一个故事给我们听。）


spine
 spine是科学名词，相当于它的通俗名词是backbone。


spirit
 注意下面第一句里用with，没有a，第二句里用in，有a：

He faced his critics with
 spirit（勇气、刚毅）.

He faced his critics in a
 friendly spirit（态度）.


spit
 spit的过去式在英国通常是spat，在美国通常是spit。


spite 1．
 in spite of似乎比despite语气重些。


2．
 in spite of里的in偶尔省去。


splendid
 可以说That is a splendid idea，但不可说I am sorry I haven't got a splendid idea, Have you got a splendid idea? If you have got a splendid idea, tell it me或I should like to have some splendid ideas to offer。参见most 4



spokes(wo)man
 spokesman有时也指女子。例如：The trade union soon recognized her
 as a very good spokesman
 .


sponge
 a
 sponge是“一块海绵”，sponges是“多块海绵”。sponge也可以用作物质名词。例如：It is made of sponge.


spoonful
 参见-ful



sport 1．
 sport统指一切运动方式或户外消遣，如网球、拳术、钓鱼、打猎等。例如：I am keenly interested in sport. a
 sport是“一种运动方式或户外消遣”。例如：Fishing is a
 popular sport among the villagers. sports有时统指一切运动方式或户外消遣，有时是“多种运动方式或户外消遣”，有时是“运动会”。例如：

I am keenly interested in sports.

Fishing and tennis are his favourite sports.

The sports（运动会）will take place next Saturday.

sport(s) skirt，sport(s) shoe等表达方式里用sport或sports都可以。sports page（报纸的体育版），sports editor（报纸体育版的编辑），sports writer（体育记者），sports fan（运动迷），sports field，sports ground，sports meeting等表达方式里习惯用sports，不用sport，但有时用sporting
 。sports requisites（运动用具）是英国英语，在美国叫做sporting goods。


2．
 sport在英国有时用作sportsman解，在美国往往指“赌徒”或“放荡者”。在英国sport通常是“和蔼可亲、欢喜交友的人”。sportsman是光明正大、气度宽宏、胜不骄、败不馁的人，sporting man是“爱好运动的人”。


sporting
 关于sporting page，sporting editor和sporting goods，参见sport 1
 。关于sporting man，参见sport 2



sports(wo)man 1．
 sportsman和sportswoman不指athlete。


2．
 sportsman也指女子。例如：She prides herself
 on being a sportsman
 .


3．
 参见sport 2



spot
 spot（地点）前面用on。例如：I found him standing on
 this spot.


spring 1．
 参见autumn



2．
 He is sprung from（或of）a peasant family（他是农民家庭出身的）里的sprung是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


square 1．
 five square feet是“五平方英尺”，five feet square是“五英尺的平方”，就是“二十五平方英尺”。


2．
 Tiananmen Square（天安门广场），Belgrave Square，Russell Square，Grosvenor Square等前面没有the。但People's Square前面有the。


staff 1．
 staff指“全体的人员”，不指“一个人员”。如一个报社有一个staff，两个报社有两个staffs。有人说We want more staff（我们需要更多的人员），A few staff（若干人员）are working overtime等，有人以为这用法不正当。


2．
 He is on
 the editorial staff of the newspaper等表达方式里用on，不用in。


stair 1．
 说楼梯的“级”用stair（等于step）。例如：He was standing on the bottom stair. 和The child climbed up three stairs without help. 说“整个楼梯”用stair，stairs，flight of stairs或pair of stairs都可以。例如：

There is a winding stair between the third and fourth floors.

I met him on the stairs just now.

There is a flight（或pair）of stairs between the third and fourth floors.

下面几点该注意：

（1）用stair指楼梯的“级”主要用在英格兰，在美国和苏格兰通常用step而不用stair。

（2）用stair指“楼梯”主要用在苏格兰。

（3）flight of stairs和stairs在英格兰和美国都通用。

（4）pair of stairs现在不很普通。


2．
 below stairs通常指“在地下室”或“在仆人的住处”，并不统指“在楼下”。


staircase
 staircase（楼梯）英美通用，stairway似乎只用在美国。


stairway
 参见staircase



stamp
 All these qualities stamp him as
 a perfect writer等句子里的as用的多，不用的少。


stand 1．
 比较下面各句：

I cannot stand waiting any longer.

I cannot stand to wait any longer.

I cannot stand being kept waiting any longer.

I cannot stand to be kept waiting any longer.

I cannot stand keeping waiting any longer.

I cannot stand weeping, I'll go out of the room if you don't stop so doing.

各句里的stand都作“忍受”解。第一句里的stand也可以当作“站”解，waiting当作现在分词，但那是另一个问题，参见3
 。第二句和第四句里在stand后面用不定式，是美国用法。第三句和第五句意思相同，当然第五句不及第三句自然，但第五句的不自然原因在于keeping
 waiting
 接连两个-ing，假使说I cannot stand keeping seated here any longer便很自然，其他如Roses can well stand uprooting and transplanting并不及Roses can well stand being uprooted and transplanted自然。第六句里的weeping指别人的“哭”。


2．
 We knew his intention of standing
 godfather to the boy里在godfather前面没有a。


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

He stood waiting. （他站着等待
 ［不是站着谈话或观看］。）

He waited standing. （他站着
 等待［不是坐着或躺着等待］。）

下面两句里的type standing和wrote that long letter standing不可改作stand typing和stood writing that long letter：

As there was no chair in the room, he had to type（打字）standing.

She actually wrote
 that long letter standing
 .

参见sit 3
 和lie 2



standard
 standard of living（或life）或living standard指“生活标准”，和cost of living（生活费用）不同。如假定某社会里在30年前大家只用油灯，现在都用电灯，那便提高了standard of living（或life）或living standard。又如假定某社会里现在物价比30年前提高了些，那便提高了cost of living。


standpoint
 standpoint＝point of view。不可说standpoint of view。


start 1．
 start（动身）往往用现在时态或现在进行时态代将来时态，如I start
 tomorrow或I am starting
 tomorrow作I shall start
 tomorrow解。


2．
 I shall start for
 Shanghai tomorrow等句子里通常用for，很少用to。He started from
 the city yesterday等句子里用from，不用at。


3．
 start in
 和start out
 都作“开始”解（等于start），都是不及物动词，都有口语性质，都在美国比在英国普通。例如：He started
 （in
 或out
 ）on the task at once. 和We'll start
 （in
 或out
 ）by washing the floors.


4．
 下面五句意思相仿：

I shall soon start doing
 it.

I shall soon start to do
 it.

I shall soon start in to do
 it.

I shall soon start out to do
 it.

I shall soon start in doing
 it.

第一句比第二句正式。第三句有口语性质，在美国比在英国普通。第四句也有口语性质，也在美国比在英国普通，用在长久的事，不用在一时的事，如可以说I shall start out to study German next month，不可说I shall start out to prepare a lesson in German at eight o'clock。第五句是美国英语。

就语法讲，start doing里的start被当作不及物动词或及物动词，doing被当作现在分词或动名词，都可以。start to do里的start是不及物动词，start in里的in是副词，start in doing里的doing是现在分词。


5．
 He got started in business with his uncle's help和Somehow I got started collecting stamps里的got started属于被动语态。


6．
 at
 the start和from
 the start的区别，相当于at the beginning和from
 the beginning的区别，参见beginning 1



startle(d)
 关于a startled glance（吃惊的一瞥）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


state 1．
 在公文和商业文件里往往不用say而用state，在一般通信里该避免。例如：

The spokesman stated
 that the treaty would be signed on 15 June.

The student said
 （不用stated
 ）that he had to go to a meeting in the afternoon.


2．
 可以说The negotiations are stated
 to have broken down，不可说They state the negotiations
 to have broken down。


3．
 作“国家”解时state往往用大写字母开首，如the foreign policy of the State。


4．
 我国春秋和战国时代的“国”是state。说“…国”该说the
 ...State或the
 State of...，如the
 Lu（鲁）State和the
 State of Lu。“战国”通常译作the
 Warring States。


5．
 the
 United States of America是正式的名称，the
 United States是通用的名称，有时简称作the
 States。在语法上当作单数。例如：The (United) States (of America) is a republic of the old type. 但在被看作各州（state）独立的时候便当作复数，如The (United) States (of America) differ from one another in area里用differ，不用differs。美国本国的人民总是自称为Americans，他们时常称自己的国家为America，但是他们决不像有些国外的人们那样称它为North America或the United States of North America，而且他们也决不称自己为North Americans。别的国家里讲英语的人们，包括美国人在内，时常把the United States简称作the States，但美国国内的人民不用这简称。


6．
 可以说each of the United States，these United States，the Southwestern States of the United States和the Southwestern United States。


7．
 在美国State bank，State Law，State prison，State university等都指“州的…”，不指“国的…”。但State Department是“国务院”不是“州的部”。


8．
 关于Secretary of State，参见secretary 2



9．
 the
 States在澳大利亚指澳大利亚的各州。


stated(ly)
 形容词stated（定期的）和副词statedly（定期地）现在在英国很少用，但在美国很普通。


states(wo)man 1．
 参见politician



2．
 statesman有时指女子。例如：Miss
 B. H. Drake aims at becoming a statesman
 .


station 1．
 火车站名前面现在没有the，如Victoria Station和Baker Street Station。


2．
 “电车站”和“公共汽车站”不用station而用stop。


stationery
 stationery统指一切文具，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式stationeries
 。往往专指信笺。例如：stationery and envelopes和It is not good to write private letters on official stationery. 注意statione
 ry和stationa
 ry不同。


statist
 statist远不及statistician普通。


statistic
 可以说a
 statistic（一个统计），every
 statistic（每个统计）等。


statistics
 参见-ics



statue
 注意There is a statue to
 Dr Sun Yat-sen in Nanjing里在statue后面接to。也可以说a Dr Sun Yat-sen statue。


stature
 of great stature，of mean stature，of low stature等表达方式里没有a或the。


stay 1．
 Will you stay dinner here? （你肯留在这里用膳吗）和We shall stay the night in the cottage（我们将在这小屋里过夜）两句里的stay都合乎习惯。


2．
 He stayed to
 dinner（他留着等待用膳）和He would not stay to
 the wedding（他不肯留着等待婚礼）等句子里的to改用for也可以，也可以省去，参见1



3．
 stay at
 home比stay home正式。


4．
 stay put（停留着、不移动）原来是美国英语，put是过去分词。stay后面接其他过去分词似乎只用在美国。例如：The matter is now considered settled, but I am afraid it will not stay settled.


steal
 He stole her a hen是“他偷了一只母鸡给她”。不是“他偷去她的一只母鸡”。


stenographer
 stenographer（速记员）在英美通常指女子。


stenotypist
 stenotypist指“（用表音符号速记法的）速记者”，就是“用stenotypy的速记者”。但有时也指任何速记员。


step
 keep (in
 ) step with中可以有in，可以没有in。例如：Your legs are longer than mine, I can't keep (in
 ) step with you.


still 1．
 Is your father still
 here? 是“你的父亲还不曾离去吗？”Is your father here yet
 ? 通常是“你的父亲已经到了吗？”


2．
 His brother is still
 taller和His brother is taller still
 意思相同。


stimulant
 stimulant通常指有形的刺激物，如葯品和酒类。stimulus通常指无形的刺激物，如希望、好奇心和大志等。例如：The stimulus of patriotism kept him active.


stimulus 1．
 参见stimulant



2．
 stimulus后面接to。例如：Hope is a stimulus to
 hard work.


stipulate(d) 1．
 They stipulated (for
 ) monthly payments, The contract stipulates (for
 ) the use of Chinese materials等句子里的for似乎用的多，不用的少。但stipulated payments，stipulated materials等表达方式里习惯不在stipulated后面加上for。It is stipulated that…等句子里也没有for。


2．
 stipulate后面可以接以that引导的从句，那从句里用shall或should或属于虚拟现在式的动词。例如：

They stipulate that the work shall
 （或should
 ）be
 completed by the end of June.

They stipulate that the work be
 （不用is
 ）completely by the end of June.

They stipulated that the work should be
 completed by the end of June.

They stipulated that the work be
 （不用was
 ）completed by the end of June.


stock 1．
 集合名词stock用作“股份”解原来是美国用法，相当于英国的shares
 。注意stock并不等于share，一个企业的全体shares
 是它的stock，两个企业才有两个stocks
 。说每一“股”该说share或share of stock。


2．
 take stock of
 是“观察”或“估量”。take stock in
 是“信任”或“看重”或“注意”。


3．
 She is of (a) Protestant stock和By birth he was a New Englander, though not of (a) Mayflower stock等句子里的a用的少，不用的多。


4．
 下面两句里的out of stock意思不同：

When I ordered a copy of the book, the bookseller said it
 happened to be out of stock（不在存货中，缺货）.

When I ordered a copy of the book, the bookseller said he
 happened to be out of stock（没有存货）.


stock(-)holder
 stock(-)holder（股东）原来是美国英语，相当于英国的shareholder。


stock(-)jobber
 stock(-)jobber在英国指“证券经纪人”，跟stock(-)broker（股票经纪人）不同，在美国指“股票投机商”，往往含有轻视的意思。英国的stock(-)jobber在stock(-)broker中间做中间人，并不直接代客买卖。


stock-jobbing
 stock(-)jobbing作“证劵买卖、证劵投机”解，参见stock(-)jobber



stomach 1．
 参见belly



2．
 I advise you not to think on
 an empty stomach是“我劝你不要饿着肚子思考”。注意用on。


3．
 stomach（忍耐）后面接动名词。例如：He could not stomach working
 for the landlord night and day.


stone 1．
 stone统指“石”，是物质名词，a
 stone是“一块石头”，stones
 是“多块石头”。


2．
 下面四句都作“他住得离邮局很近”解：

He lives a stone's throw from
 the post-office.

He lives within
 a stone's throw of
 the post-office.

He lives not
 a stone's throw from
 the post-office.

He lives within not
 a stone's throw of
 the post-office.

下面几点该注意：

（1）把throw改作cast也可以，但不很普通。

（2）a stone's throw直译作“一块石头所投得到的距离”解，就是“很短的距离”。

（3）这语的前面加上了not作“不满一块石头所投得到的距离”解，也是“很短的距离”的意思，但不很普通。

（4）a stone's throw里的's偶尔被省去。

（5）It is not exactly a stone's throw from here直译作“这个离开这里并不正是一块石头所投得到距离”，实际说“这个离开这里很远”。


stony
 stony现在用作“多石的”解，不用作“用石做成的”解，如可以说stony ground，不可说stony jar，该把stony改作stone。stone
 path是“石铺的小路”，stony
 path是“石块满地（行走不便）的小路”。


stoop 1．
 比较下面三句：

Tom is too proud to stoop to please anyone.

An honest person never stoops to lying
 .

Tom was so weak as to stoop to lying
 to please his mother. to please anyone表示目的，to lying里的lying是to的宾语，to please his mother表示目的。


2．
 a lean stooping
 man（一个弯腰曲背的瘦男子）主要是英国英语，a lean stooped
 man主要是美国英语。


stop 1．
 stop后面接不定式作“停下来而…”解，就是“停止了其他动作而从事于…”，stop是不及物动词。stop后面接动名词作“停止…”解，stop是及物动词。如He stopped to consider
 it是“他停下来而考虑它”。He stopped considering
 it是“他停止考虑它。”参见cease



2．
 下面三句意思相同，但第三句不算正当：

We cannot stop him from coming
 .

We cannot stop his coming
 .

We cannot stop him coming
 .


3．
 Where are you stopping? He stopped with a friend last night等句子里的stopping和stopped多少有些口语性质，在文字里该改作staying和stayed。


4．
 stop off（中途下车）或stop over是美国英语，相当于英国英语break his（或your等）journey。stop by（访问）或stop in也是美国英语。


store 1．
 store用作“店”解是美国英语，相当于英国的shop，如at the store，book(-)store和drug(-)store是美国英语，相当于英国英语at the shop，book(-)shop和chemist's shop。


2．
 stores
 用作“百货商店”或“货栈”解是英国英语，不是美国英语。这词是复数形式，但有时当作单数。例如：I bought it at a
 large stores
 the other day. 和Our goods are kept in a
 stores
 . the
 stores
 有时指“这个百货商店”，有时指“一般百货商店”。在指“一般百货商店”的场合往往作the stores。


3．
 department store（百货商店）原来是美国英语，但现在在英国也通行。


stor(e)y 1．
 说房子的“层”用store
 y或story都可以，在英国两种形式都用，在美国只用story。storey
 的复数形式是storeys
 ，story的复数形式是stories
 。说“几层的”用…storeyed
 或...storied
 ，...store
 y或...story都可以，如a
 three-storeyed
 house和a three-storied
 house，a three-storey
 house和a three-story house。


2．
 关于stor(e)y和floor的不同，参见floor 2



3．
 story（故事、小说）通常是类名词，不是抽象名词，但在统指“传说”和指“（故事的）情节”的时候是抽象名词。例如：Arthur is a name famous in story. 和This novel has very little story.


4．
 story在美国新闻界往往用来指一则一则的“新闻”。例如：The newspaper contains a story about the launching of the world's third artificial earth satellite（人造地球卫星）on 15 May, 1958.


5．
 novel（［长篇］小说）当然也是story，但往往把story用得好像只指比较短篇的小说或故事，所以可以说novels and stories。


straight(ly)
 straight是形容词，也是副词，straightly
 很少见。


strange
 The place is strange to
 him是“这地方在他看来是不熟悉的”。He is strange to
 the place是“他对于这地方是不熟悉的”。He is strange in
 the place是“他在这地方感觉不自然”。


stranger 1．
 He is a stranger to
 me是“我不认识他”。不是“他不认识我”。


2．
 stranger偶尔用作形容词，如a stranger woman（一个陌生的女子）。a strange woman可能有两个意思：“一个陌生的女子”或“一个奇怪的女子”。


straw
 straw统指谷类的秸秆，是物质名词，a
 straw是“一根谷类的秸秆”，straws
 是“多根谷类的秸秆”。


street 1．
 ... Street前面通常没有the，如Fleet Street和Wall Street。即使Seventy-first Street等前面也没有the。但High Street（大街）前面往往有the。


2．
 the man in
 the street（平常人［非专家］）英美通用，the man on
 the street只用在美国。


3．
 参见road 1
 和on 3



strength
 strength作“浓度”解，有时被用作类名词。例如：We have alcohol（或tobacco）of different strengths
 .


stress 1．
 stress（动词）和lay stress on通常作“强调”或“说…的重要”解。例如：In his speech he stresses（或lays stress on）honesty as an important virtue. 偶尔作“注重”解，如不可说He stresses（或lays stress on）honesty, though he never speaks of it。


2．
 stress有时把以that引导的从句做宾语。例如：He stresses that
 we should always be honest.


strike 1．
 A struck B是“A打B一下”。A struck at
 B是“A做出打B的动作（未必打着B）”。


2．
 The idea strikes me as (being
 ) original里的being可有可无。


3．
 on strike（罢工）是英美通用的，但在美国往往说on a
 strike。


stripe
 stripe用作“性格”或“特性”解是美国英语。例如：All of them are of the same political stripe.


struggle 1．
 struggle通常是类名词，如不可说He made much
 struggle to get a good education，该把much
 struggle改作many
 struggles。但往往被用作抽象名词，如power struggle和a period of struggle。This novel is concerned with (the
 ) power struggle里的the可有可无。


2．
 He had a long struggle (in
 ) getting the work done里的in可有可无。


stub
 stub用来指票据等的“存根”，是美国英语，相当于英国的counterfoil。


student 1．
 student是“研究者”，不一定是在校的学生。说Professor Crawford is a student of English literature并不含有“Crawford教授学问不足，只是一个学生罢了”的意思。

The book is both for the student and for the general reader和These books are for both layman and student里的student指“研究者”，不指“学生”。


2．
 student在英国只指大学生和专科学校的学生，在美国也指中学生，但不指小学生。


3．
 He is a student at
 Oxford里用at，不用of。


study 1．
 可以说the study of
 Chinese，the study of
 law等，也可以说studies
 in Chinese，studies
 in law等，也可以说Chinese studies
 ，legal studies
 等，但很少说Chinese study，legal study等。Chinese studies比the study of Chinese范围广，包括中国文学。

下面两句意思相同：

He is engaged in the
 study of
 English.

He is engaged in studies
 in
 English.

注意第一句里有the，第二句里没有the。

下面各句里都用studies
 ，不可用study：

He is continuing his studies
 .

I hope nothing will ever interrupt her studies
 .

My studies
 leave me little time for correspondence.

Do you still pursue medical studies
 ?


2．
 study有时指“研究的成果”，后面接of或in，如This article is a penetrating study of
 the D. J. Simpson case和The book is a study in
 Chinese culture。


style 1．
 下面各种表达方式都可以说：

a new style of desk

a new style of desks（比较少见）

some new styles of desk

some new styles of desks


2．
 曾见过下面两句：What I propose is to dispense with a style. Let us have style instead of having a style. （“我的提议便是不要一种［特殊的］风格。我们该有风格，但不该有某种［特殊的］风格。”）


subject 1．
 关于subject和citizen的区别，参见citizen 1



2．
 subject指“题材”，并不指“表示那题材的文字”（title），如这本词典的subject是英语的惯用法，便是English usage，它的title是A Dictionary of English Usage。


submit
 The natives will not submit to living
 under military rule里的to是介词，living是动名词。但submit后面偶尔接不定式。


subscribe
 说“订阅（报纸或杂志）”在subscribe后面接to或for都可以。例如：I am going to subscribe to
 （或for
 ）the magazine. 似乎在英国多用to，在美国多用for。说“预订（尚未出版的书）”（就是“预约”）在subscribe后面只接for，不接to。例如：I am going to subscribe for
 the dictionary.


subscription
 subscription后面接to。例如：I shall send 100 yuan in subscription to
 the magazine（或dictionary）.


subsequent
 The chairman will be pleased to discuss the matter with you subsequent
 to lunch等句子里的subsequent to作“在…以后”解，是公文英语。


substantial(ly)
 substantial（大量的）和substantially（大体上地）都是公文英语。


substitute 1．
 substitute用作不及物动词作“做代替者”解，是美国用法。例如：As Mr Sinclair was ill, Mr Cook substituted as our teacher of chemistry.


2．
 下面四句意思相同：

We have to substitute tea for
 coffee.

We have to substitute coffee by
 tea.

We have to substitute coffee with
 tea.

Tea has to substitute coffee.

第一句是正当的，其他三句都不算正当。substitute的正确意思是“把…用作代替者”，不是“把某人或某物代替（某人或某物）”或“代替（某人或某物）”。下面每组里的三句都不该说：




第一组该改作He omitted of and substituted for (for
 it)，第二组该改作For was substituted for
 of.


substitution
 说“以茶代咖啡”该说the substitution of tea for
 coffee，不该说the substitution of coffee by
 （或with
 ） tea。参见substitute 2



subtract
 关于subtract和deduct的不同，参见deduct 2



suburb
 注意in the
 suburbs
 里用in，用the，用复数形式suburbs
 。但a
 suburb也可以说。


suburban
 suburban直译作“郊区的”或“近郊的”。在英国往往含有“庸俗”、“见识不广”等的意思。例如：Her habits and outlook on life were essentially suburban, and although the great author fascinated her, there was no intellectual sympathy between them. 在美国往往含有“兼有城市和乡村的特点”的意思。例如：Her habits and outlook on life were essentially suburban, and had many friends both in town and in the country.


subway
 subway在英国指“地道”，如从街道的一边通到另一边，或从火车站的一个月台通到另一个月台。在美国指“地铁”。说“地道”在美国用underpass。


succeed 1．
 succeed后面接in和动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I hope he will succeed in solving
 the problem，不可说I hope he will succeed to solve
 the problem。

succeed ...ing不一定指有意做的事，也不一定指好的事。例如：

He tried to win us over to his side, but succeeded in helping us to see through his trick.

She somehow succeeded in giving him the impression that he was in her way（妨碍她）.


2．
 说“继续”用succeed或succeed to
 都可以。例如：

Summer succeeds (to
 ) spring.

Mrs Gibbon has succeeded (to
 ) Miss Newman as our teacher of music.

在被动语态里习惯不用to，如Miss Newman has been succeeded by Mrs Gibbon as our teacher of music里没有to。

说承继（财产、职位等）在现代英语里用succeed to
 ，不用succeed。例如：Who will succeed to
 his property upon his death? 和Upon the death of Dr Carlyle, Mr Nelson succeeded to
 the editorship. 可以说Mr Nelson succeeded Dr Carlyle to
 the editorship。


success
 success统指“成功”，是抽象名词，a
 success是“一件成功的事”或“一个成功的人”，successes
 是“多件成功的事”或“多个成功的人”。


such 1．
 可以说no such thing，no such book等，不可说no such a
 thing，no such a
 book等。


2．
 可以说all such books，most such books，some such books，many such books和(a) few such books，不可说all of
 such books，most of
 such books，some of
 such books，many of
 such books和(a) few of
 such books。


3．
 such as作“例如…”解，不作“就是…”解，如可以说He knows six languages, such as Chinese and English，不可说He knows six languages, such as Chinese, Russian, English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese。该把such as改作namely，后面加上逗号。


4．
 用了such as最好不用etc.，如最好不说He knows six languages, such as Chinese, Russian, etc.。


5．
 such as后面不可接状语短语，如不可说You can do it in more than one way, such as by the use of soda，该把such删去，或把by删去。


6．
 such languages as Chinese and English和languages such as Chinese and English都可以说。such beauty as hers和beauty such as hers都可以说。such a
 language as Chinese，such languages as Chinese和languages
 such as Chinese都可以说。


7．
 such kind of book，such sort of man等不及this（或that）kind of book，this（或that）sort of man等普通。


8．
 用了such不可用关系代词which，who或that，也不可用关系副词where，如不可说：

Do not talk about such things which
 （或that
 ）you do not understand.

（把such删去或改作those或any，或把which或that改作as）

Do not associate with such young men who
 （或that
 ）do not work hard. （把such改作those或any，或把who或that改作as）

Do not go to such places where
 there is no fresh air. （把such改作those或any）


9．
 such a big dog和so big a dog都可以说。仔细区别起来，such a big dog是“这样的一只大狗”（跟别样的大狗不同），so big a dog是“这样大的一只狗”（着重在狗的“大”）。但such a big dog通常用作so big a dog解。用了复数形式，只可以说such
 big dogs，不可说so
 big dogs。dogs so big也可以说，但不很自然。


10．
 不可说such
 a man like
 John，该说sush a
 man as
 John或a man like
 John。


11．
 可以说He could not speak, such
 was his anger。这句里such的用法跟so 6
 里第五句He could not speak, he was so
 angry里的so的用法相仿。


12．
 another such和such another都可以说。


13．
 There was such a rain that
 we could not drive里的that不可改作as。There was such a rain as
 we could not drive in
 里的as不可改作that。第二句不及第一句自然。


14．
 beef，pork，and such里的such不算正当，可以改作the like。


such(-)like
 beef，pork，and such(-)like里的such(-)like是代词，beef，pork，and such(-)like eatables里的such(-)like是形容词，都不算正当，可以改作the like（代词）和such（形容词）。


Sudan
 参见S(o)udan



sudden
 of a
 sudden和on a
 sudden都不及all of a
 sudden普通。on the
 sudden极不普通。


suffer
 suffer是“受（苦）”，“受（痛）”，“受（损失）”等的“受”，它的宾语是distress，pain，loss，grief，insult，defeat，punishment，wrong，hardship，torture，drudgery，injustice，persecution，discouragement，disappointment等词。suffer from
 是“受…的苦”，它的宾语没有一定。说“患某病”该在病名前面用suffer from
 。例如：She is suffering from
 a headache.


sufferer
 sufferer from
 influenza，sufferer from
 poverty等表达方式里通常用from，偶尔用by。


suffering
 suffering和sufferings
 都可以用，偶尔用a
 suffering。例如：That was a
 suffering common to orphans.


sufficient
 sufficient有时用作名词。例如：I have had sufficient. 和Sufficient of it has been received. 但不算正当，可以改作enough。


sugar
 关于sugar cane，参见sugar-cane



sugar-cane
 sugar-cane（或sugar cane）是类名词，也是物质名词，如a plantation of sugar-cane(s
 )和sugar made from sugar-cane(s)。


suggest 1．
 suggest后面接动名词，不接不定式，如可以说I suggest asking
 her advice，不可说I suggest to ask
 her advice。也不可说I suggest for him to ask
 her advice，该改作I suggest that
 he should
 ask her advice 或I suggest that
 he ask
 （不用asks
 ）her advice。


2．
 suggest（建议）后面可以接以that引导的从句，从句里用should或属于虚拟现在式的动词。例如：

He suggests that the regulations should
 be revised.

He suggests that the regulations be
 （不用are
 ）revised.

He suggested that the regulations should
 be revised.

He suggested that the regulations be
 （不用were
 ）revised.


suggestion
 suggestion（建议）后面可以接以that引导的从句，从句里用should或属于虚拟现在式的动词。例如：

His suggestion is that the regulations should
 be revised.

His suggestion is that the regulations be
 （不用are
 ）revised.

His suggestion was that the regulations should
 be revised.

His suggestion was that the regulations be
 （不用were
 ）revised.


suggestive
 可以说suggestive comments，suggestive style，a suggestive list of topics of composition等。但最好不说a suggestive story，a suggestive play，a suggestive picture等，因为suggestive用于这类词往往作“挑动色情的，含有猥亵意味的”解。


suicide
 commit suicide是“自杀成功”，所以不可说She committed suicide twice
 ，该把committed改作attempted。


suit(ed) 1．
 a suit of clothes是“一套衣服”，尤其指外套、背心和裤子。不可说a suit of clothing
 。


2．
 下面五句意思相同：

He is not suited to be
 a teacher.

He is not suited for
 a teacher.

He is not suited to
 the teaching profession.

He is not suited for
 （或to
 ）a post of teacher.

He is not suited for
 teaching.


summer 1．
 参见autumn



2．
 可以说a fine summer day，也可以说a fine summer's day。


3．
 说“夏令时刻几点几分”在summer time前面没有介词，如at 7:25a.m. summer time里在summer time前面没有介词。


summer(-)time
 说“夏季”用summer-time或summertime都可以。例如：We go swimming in the
 summer(-)time. 说“夏令时刻”必须用summer time。参见daylight



summon(s) 1．
 summons是单数形式，不是复数形式，它的复数形式是summonses
 。例如：He received a summons to appear in court. 和He has received several summonses
 in the past few months.


2．
 summon是动词，不可用作名词。summons
 也可以用作动词，但只用作“以传票送达（某人）解”，例如：The officer will summons several persons to appear. 和We were summonsed yesterday.

summon不及send for通俗。summon用作summons
 解也可以。


sun
 sun有时被用作物质名词。例如：There is not much sun today. 和We don't get much sun in the room.


sunbeam
 sunbeam不是物质名词，并不统指日光，a
 sunbeam是“一道日光”。sunbeams
 是“多道日光”。


Sunday
 参见Friday



sundown
 sundown（日落）在美国比在英国用得多，在英国通常用sunset。


sunk(en)
 在该用过去分词的时候英国现在只用sunk，不用sunken
 ，如The ship has sunk和The ship was sunk两句里的sunk在英国不可改作sunken
 。在美国偶尔用sunken
 。在该用定语形容词的时候sunk相当于及物动词，sunken
 相当于不及物动词，如a sunk ship是“一只已经被沉没的船”，a sunken
 ship是“一只已经沉没的船”。sunken eyes是“陷得深深的眼睛”。


sunlight
 sunlight着重在日光那东西。例如：The room is full of sunlight. 和There is too much sunlight here. sunshine着重在日光的“明朗”或“暖和”。例如：We haven't had much sunshine this week. sunshine可以借用指“晴天”或“愉快”，sunlight却不可。


sunshine
 参见sunlight



sun(-)up
 sun(-)up在美国比在英国多用，在英国通常用sunrise。


superior(ity)
 superior和superiority后面都接to，如A is superior to
 B和A's superiority to
 B。


superscription
 superscription在英国通常只指信的上端的人名和地址，在美国通常也指信封上的人名和地址，英国人说in the superscription and on the envelope，在美国人看来讲不通。


superstition 1．
 superstition统指“迷信”，a
 superstition是“一个迷信”，superstitions
 是“多个迷信”。


2．
 superstition后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：Some people have the superstition that
 if you are speaking of your good fortune, you must touch wood so as to prevent it from changing.


supper 1．
 supper有时指“晚餐那件事”，有时指“晚餐吃的东西”，不论作哪一个解，都有时是类名词，有时不是。例如：

After a
 hearty supper we went out together.

After supper we went out together.

We had a
 cold supper together.

We did not eat much supper.


2．
 晚上吃的dinner不可叫做supper，参见dinner 1



supplement
 supplement（补编）后面接to。例如：A supplement to
 this dictionary may be published five years from now. 和A year of foreign travel was then considered a good supplement to
 a college education.


supply 1．
 supply不可有双宾语，如不可说He supplies them food and clothing，该在them后面加上with。He supplies food and clothing to
 them也可以说。


2．
 household supplies和medical supplies等表达方式里习惯用复数形式supplies
 。


suppose 1．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同，第一句最普通：





2．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




Suppose属于祈使语气，supposing是现在分词。有人以为用suppose比用supposing好。注意第一组的两句里都用is
 absent，不用will be absent。


3．
 比较下面每组里的两句：




每句都表示建议，每组里的第二句比第一句婉转。


4．
 Suppose
 you come to my house tomorrow morning, and
 I will show you all my books里的suppose表示建议。


supposing
 参见suppose 2



sure(ly) 1．
 下面两句意思不同：

He is sure to live
 to ninety. （他一定会活到90岁。）

He is sure of living
 to ninety. （他自信可以活到90岁。）

下面各句里的不定式不可改作of和动名词：

It is sure to
 be fine this afternoon.

This plan is sure to succeed
 .

Such a book is sure to prove
 popular.

Be sure to tell
 me the particulars.

也有人用be sure and ...而不用be sure to ...。例如：Be sure and
 remember what I told you. 和If you are ever in my part of the country, be sure and
 look me up.


2．
 I am not sure (about
 ) where he lives等句子里的about用的少，不用的多。


3．
 关于sure和certain的不同，参见certain 3



4．
 关于sure（副词）和surely，有下面两点该注意：

（1）sure除了在as sure as和sure enough两种表达方式里以外，现在在英国可说是不用的。但在美国在口语里很普遍。例如：

It sure was a cold night.

A: Do you think she is French?

B: Sure!

在英国这两句里不用sure而用certainly。

（2）下面各句里的surely在英国作“谅必”或“当然”解，但在美国作“一定”解。在英国说“一定”用certainly或undoubtedly：

You surely do not know him.

It is surely the first time that these two men have met.

You surely don't wish to be so cruel, do you?

You can do something to help him, surely.

Surely something can be done to help him.

Surely you're not going alone.

Surely this weather can't last much longer.

Surely it will clear up before long.


5．
 make sure后面可以接以that引导的从句，那that往往省去。例如：They looked up and down the road to make sure (that
 ) they were alone.


6．
 for sure＝for certain，作“毫无疑问地”解。例如：I can't say I know it for sure
 .


surprise(d) 1．
 surprised后面接不定式或at和动名词都可以。例如：I was surprised to see
 him. 和I was surprised at seeing
 him.


2．
 I am surprised at you是“你的态度使我吃惊”或“你做出这种行为，我感到惊讶”。是说对方的态度或行为的不好。


3．
 surprise（名词）和surprised后面都可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He expressed surprise that
 she should be so ill. 和He was surprised that
 she should be so ill.


4．
 I shouldn't be surprised if the weather didn't change照字面解是“假使天气不变，我也不会感到惊奇”。但在习惯上这句等于I shouldn't be surprised if the weather changed，这当然是不合理的。


5．
 关于a surprised tone（一个惊奇的语调）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


surrender
 surrender有时有双宾语。例如：Each of them surrendered us his gun
 .


surround
 A wall surrounds the garden entirely和The house was surrounded by water on all sides等句子里的entirely和on all sides是多余的，该删去。但英美人往往多用这些词。


surrounding(s)
 说“环境”只可用复数形式surroundings
 ，不可用单数形式surrounding。


suspect 1．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：





2．
 suspect用在presence，plot，danger等词前面作“疑有…”解，用在motive，truth，authenticity等词的前面作“疑…不可靠”解。


3．
 suspect的宾语后面有时有表语。例如：She suspected him crazy
 . 和The edge of the razor is suspected dull
 .


4．
 I suspect that their letters (may
 ) have miscarried里的may可有可无。


suspenders
 suspenders在英国指吊袜带，在美国指吊裤带，相当于英国的braces，如a pair of suspenders，crossback style（一副吊背式吊裤带）和Y-shaped suspenders（Y形式的吊裤带）。


suspicious
 suspicious（怀疑的）后面接of。例如：She seems suspicious of
 us all. 和He grew suspicious of
 a trick.


sustain
 sustain用在injury，loss，leak，bruise，defeat等词的前面作“遭受”解，不及用suffer，receive或get普通。


swear 1．
 比较下面两句：

He swore to send
 in his report within three days.

He swore to having sent
 in his report already.

第一句里的swore作“严正地允诺”解，后面接不定式，第二句里的swore to作“发誓而说”或“严正地说”解，后面接动名词。


2．
 下面每组里的各句意思相同：





sweat
 参见perspiration
 和perspire



sweet(s) 1．
 说“糖果”通常用复数形式sweets
 ，参见candy



2．
 可以说a sweet（一块糖果）和five sweets（五块糖果）。many sweets和much sweets都可以说。


3．
 sweet milk是“新鲜牛奶”，sweetened milk是“加糖的牛奶”。


sweetmeat(s)
 说“糖果”通常用复数形式sweetmeats
 。现在sweetmeats不及sweets普通，在口语里不用sweetmeats而用sweets。


swell
 通常说a swollen
 river，不说a swelled
 river。


swim(ming)-suit
 通常用swimming-suit，在广告和时装刊物里往往用swim-suit。


swine
 swine单数和复数同一形式。现在主要用在转义里，极少用作直解。


syllabi(fi)cation
 syllabification比syllabication普通。


sympathize
 sympathize是不及物动词，后面接with，with后面接指人的词或指感觉的词都可以。例如：I sympathize with
 him in his love of country life. 和I sympathize with
 his love of country life.


sympathy 1．
 sympathy用作“同情”解后面通常接with，偶尔接for，with或for后面接指人的词或指感觉的词都可以。例如：I have every sympathy with
 （或for
 ）him in his love of country life. 和I have every sympathy with
 （或for
 ）his love of country life. 用作“哀怜”解后面接for比接with普通，如my sympathy for
 him on the death of his father和my sympathy for
 his misfortune比my sympathy with
 him on the death of his father和my sympathy with
 his misfortune普通。


2．
 不可说a
 sympathy或two sympathies
 ，但可以说I have every
 sympathy with you，也可以用复数形式sympathies
 。例如：

She has ready sympathies
 .

This appeals to my sympathies
 .

My sympathies
 are with him.

He has my sympathies
 。

His political sympathies
 are clearly shown in his writings.


system
 下面各句里的system是抽象名词，前面不可加上a：

System is necessary to success in any undertaking.

This work shows system.

He lacks system in his work.

There seems to be little system in this arrangement.




T




table
 at table是习语，作“在进餐的时候”解。例如：She never talks at table. The daughter served at table. 和My neighbour at table was an artist. “在桌旁”该说at a
 table或at the
 table。例如：He used to sit at a
 table for hours reading a long novel. 和I found her writing at the
 table.

下面各句里在table前面没有the，也指进餐：

They sat down to table together.

The guests rose from table upon my entering.

She sent her little son away from table when a dish was brought that she thought he must not touch because of his weak digestion.

As he was telling a story over table, he frightened all by beating it from time to time.


tactic
 可以说a
 tactic（一个战术），every
 tactic（每个战术）等。例如：They believed it to be a
 good diversionary tactic. （他们相信它是一种好的牵制战术。）和But this
 tactic of theirs would never work.


tag
 tag day是美国英语，相当于英国英语flag-day。参见flag



tag-day
 tag-day跟tag day相同。参见tag



take 1．
 不可把take用作“拿来”或“取来”解，下面两句都不对：

Please take
 your pen with you when you come tomorrow. （该把take改作bring）

I have to go back to take
 my pen. （该把take改作get）


2．
 下面两句里的take作“买”解：

I will take
 this pen.

I will take
 as many eggs as you can supply.

有下面两点该注意：

（1）take用在指房屋的词的前面通常作“租赁”解，不作“买”解。例如：They have taken the cottage for the winter.

（2）说“买”并不都可以用take，如不可说I went into the shop to take
 a pen，该把take改作buy。注意I will take
 this pen里的take着重在“得”的意思。


3．
 take in用作“参观”或“观看”解是美国英语。例如：He has taken in several points of interest during the last week. 和I hope to take in a movie the next time I am in town.


4．
 I have just taken
 lunch. Would you like to take
 a drink? 等不及I have just had
 lunch. Would you like to have
 a drink? 等普通。


5．
 take over作“接收”、“接管”或“接任”解，可以单独用。例如：When will the new manager take over?


6．
 May I take it that
 you will sign the document? 和I take it that
 they will come early里的take作“料想”解，it是它的宾语，以that引导的从句是it的同位语，it不可省去，但that有时省去。有时把I take it用作插入成分。例如：He is studying English, and, I take it
 , is making steady progress in it.


7．
 “伴（女子）入席”在英国说take ... in
 to dinner，在美国说take...out
 to dinner。


8．
 下面四句里的take(n) to或took to是习语，作“开始（而成为习惯）”解：

He has taken to
 this good habit.

How has he taken
 to drink?

Soon he took to
 getting up before six.

The boy took to
 blinking his eyes, placing his hand on his heart, and speaking in a voice pulsating with emotion.

这里的to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以第三句里的rising不可改作rise，第四句里的blinking，placing和speaking不可改作blink，place和speak。第二句里的drink是名词，不是动词，但改作drinking也可以。


9．
 下面三句意思相同：

It took him three years to write the book.

He took three years to write the book.

The book took him three years to write.


talent 1．
 talent统指“才能”，a
 talent是“一种才能”，talents是“多种才能”，都指智力而不指体力。例如：

He has talent, but no genius.

He has a
 talent for
 languages.

His talents are really astonishing.


2．
 talent往往指“有才能的人们”。例如：They are the best talent in the country. a
 talent指“一个有才能的人”，talents
 指“多个有才能的人”，都不很普通。


talk 1．
 talk统指“谈话”、“空谈”或“传言”，a
 talk是“一次谈话”或“一次非正式的演说或演讲”，talks是“多次谈话”、“多次非正式的演说或演讲”或“多次郑重的会谈”。例如：

He is fond of good talk.

He is all talk（空谈）.

There is talk（传言）of the staging of many new plays.

We had a
 pleasant talk together.

She gave a
 talk on cooking on the wireless.

We had several pleasant talks
 together.

She gave a series of talks
 on cooking on the wireless.

We have had several talks（会谈）together about the establishment of continuation schools.

再比较下面三种表达方式，第一种表达方式跟第二种表达方式意思相同，第三种表达方式不同：

a five-minute talk

a five minutes' talk

five minutes' talk


2．
 He talks nothing but Chinese和I talk three languages besides Chinese等句子里可以用talk。但Do you speak Chinese? （你能讲汉语吗？）等句子里习惯用speak，不用talk。


3．
 talk business，talk politics，talk philosophy，talk literature，talk books，talk novels等表达方式里的talk作“谈论”解，是及物动词，注意business，politics，philosophy等词都做成一个整个的题材。下面各句都不可说：

Tom often talks his cat to me.

Whenever they meet, they talk their school-days.

What did she talk to you this morning?

I had nothing to talk to him.

在每句里的talks或talk后面该加上about或of。talk about
 是“谈论”，talk of
 是“谈及”。但第三句里用talk to you about
 比用talk about
 to you自然。

注意下面第一句里的about可有可无，第二句里必须有about：

Bob is a dog-lover, he often talks (about
 ) dogs
 for hours.

Bob is a dog-lover, he often talks about his dogs
 for hours.


4．
 比较下面四句：

I wish I had someone to talk to
 . （但愿我有某人可以向他谈话。）

I wish I had someone to talk with
 . （但愿我有某人可以跟他交谈。）

I wish I had someone to talk to me
 . （但愿我有某人向我谈话。）

I wish I had someone to talk with me
 . （但愿有某人跟我交谈。）

就语法讲这四句都不错，但习惯上只用第一句。


talkie(s)
 a
 talkie是“一部有声电影”，the
 talkies统指“有声电影”或指“有声电影业”。


tall
 参见high(ly) 1



tap 1．
 tap（龙头）在英国很普通，在美国很不普通，在美国通常用faucet。


2．
 taps是美国军队、学校等里的用语，作“熄灯号”解，虽然是复数形式，却被当作单数。例如：After taps is
 blown, the young campers have to turn out their lights and go to sleep.


tape
 关于red tape，参见red



tardiness
 参见tardy



tardy
 tardy现在在英国不普通，偶然用，通常作“慢的”解而不作“过时的”解。但在美国很普通，而且作“过时的”解。例如：He is often tardy in his payments. 和She was an hour tardy for supper last evening. tardiness也是这样，如下面两句都是美国英语：

Please excuse my tardiness in answering your letter.

Her tardiness at supper last evening was due to a headache. （tardiness at supper在英国人看来也许作“晚餐吃得慢”解）


tariff
 tariff用来指“旅馆或餐馆的价目表”是英国英语。


task
 task不是抽象名词，a
 task是“一件工作”，tasks是“多件工作”。


taste 1．
 This milk tastes sour
 等句子里的sour是表语，不可改作副词sourly
 等。


2．
 比较下面三种表达方式：

a taste for
 poetry（对于诗的爱好）

a taste in
 poetry（对于诗的鉴别力）

a taste of
 poetry（对于诗的浅尝）


tasteful
 参见tasty



tasty 1．
 tasty是“美味的”，tasteful是“高雅的”或“上品的”。把tasty用作tasteful解或把tasteful用作tasty解现在都不算正当。


2．
 tasty不及savoury普通。


tax 1．
 tax统指“税”，a
 tax是“一项税”，taxes
 是“多项税”。


2．
 tax后面接on或upon，如a tax (up
 )on
 tobacco。


tea 1．
 tea统指“茶”，a
 tea是“一种茶”，teas是“多种茶”。


2．
 “红茶”是black tea。


3．
 tea统指“茶点”，a
 tea是“一次茶点”、“一客茶点”或“一客茶”，teas
 是“多次茶点”、“多客茶点”或“多客茶”。例如：

I should like to have some cake for tea.

We had a
 tea together.

I should like to have a
 good tea.

There were dances and teas.

Teas provided.

Two teas and two coffees, please.


4．
 She insisted on my eating
 some tea里的eating some tea是“吃些茶点”。


5．
 关于a cup of tea，参见glass 2



teach 1．
 下面各句都可以说：

He teaches Chinese. He teaches foreigners.

He teaches foreigners Chinese.

He teaches Chinese to foreigners.


2．
 在teach后面所接的不定式的前面有时用how，有时不用how。例如：

His father taught him (how
 ) to swim.

His brother taught him how to catch butterflies.


3．
 I'll teach you to cheek me! 是“我要给你吃苦头，使你不敢再对我无礼！”I wish someone would teach him to drive as he did是“我但愿有人给他吃苦头，使他不敢再像以前那样鲁莽地开车”。


4．
 注意The book he is teaching from
 is a new grammar里用from。


5．
 关于teach school，参见school 6



teacher 1．
 说“某校的教员”在校名的前面该用in或at，不用of。例如：My brother used to be a teacher of mathematics in
 （或at
 ）Shanghai Middle School.


2．
 通常说teacher of English，teacher of mathematics等，但也有人说English teacher，mathematics teacher等。English teacher读作［ˈɪŋɡlɪʃˈtiːtʃə］是“英国教师”，读作［ˈɪŋɡlɪʃˌtiːtʃə］是“英语教师”。


teaching
 说“教诲”用单数形式teaching或复数形式teachings都可以，如the teaching(s) of Marx。


tea(-)cup
 We had a chat together over the
 tea(-)cups里的the不可省去。


tea(-)kettle
 tea(-)kettle是煮水（预备泡茶的）壶，tea(-)pot是（泡）茶（的）壶，两个单词不可相混。


team
 team（队、组）前面用on。例如：Are you on
 that team? 和He is by far the best player on
 the team.


tear 1．
 tear是“泪滴”，不是“泪水”，不是物质名词，a
 tear是“一滴泪”，tears是“多滴泪”。如不可说much
 tear和eyes full of tear，该说many
 tears和eyes full of tears．


2．
 可以说Tears came to
 her eyes和Tears came into
 her eyes。Tears came from
 her eyes和Tears came out of
 her eyes都不合习惯。感觉悲伤而眼中有泪，用came to
 或came into
 表示“涌入（眼里）”的意思，came from
 或came out of
 表示“从（眼里）流出”的意思，在理论上也通（在汉语里说“流泪”和“泪下”），可是不合英语习惯。但Tears poured from
 her eyes和She came running with tears falling from
 her eyes是可以说的。也可以说Tears formed in her eyes and rolled down her cheeks。


3．
 Tears came to her eyes等句子里往往不用Tears而用The
 tears．


tear(-)drop
 tear(-)drop跟tear意思相同，但远不及tear普通。tear
 2所举的例句的Tears不可改作Tear(-)drops。


technique
 technique统指“技术”，a
 technique是“一种技术”，techniques
 是“多种技术”，如a score of other techniques和language teaching techniques。


tedious
 tedious是“使人厌烦的、冗长乏味的”，不是“感觉乏味的”，如可以说I found the story tedious，不可说I felt tedious on reading the story。


teen 1．
 teens是“从13岁到19岁的年龄”，就是“少年时代”。例如：He began to write poetry before his teens. 和I was then in my early teens.


2．
 teen age（从13岁到19岁的年龄）和teen years都是美国英语。


3．
 有时teen等于teen-age或teen-ager。


teen-age(r)
 teen-age是“从13岁到19岁的”，teen-ager是“从13岁到19岁的人”，都是美国英语。


telegraph
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





telegrapher
 在美国，telegrapher
 比telegraphist
 普通，而在英国则telegraphist
 比telegrapher
 普通。


telegraphist
 参见telegrapher



telephone
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




比较下面两句：

I shall telephone (to) him to come.

I shall telephone (to) him to ask him to come.


2．
 下面三句意思相同：

He told me so on the
 telephone.

He told me so over the
 telephone.

He told me so by
 telephone.

第一句里用on，有the，第二句里用over，也有the，第三句里用by，没有the。


3．
 telephone（动词）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He telephoned that
 he could not come.


television
 “他昨天晚上出现在电视里”该说He appeared on television
 last night。I saw the play on
 television和We watched the football match on
 television等句子里也用on。


tell 1．
 在下面一句里tell把直接引语做宾语：

He often tells
 me: 'I shall devote myself to serving the people.' 这种用法不很普通，最好把tells改作says to。


2．
 在下面一句里tell没有间接宾语，而把以that引导的从句做宾语：

He often tells that
 he is going to achieve success.

这种用法不很普通，最好把tells改作says，或在tells后面加上间接宾语，如me，her或his friends。

但下面一句里的tell that...很自然，tell作“了解”或“明白”解：

His manner is quite normal again now, and no-one could tell that
 only a few minutes ago he was shaken by such a great emotion.


3．
 下面每句里的tell或told都有双宾语（注意斜体字）：

Please tell me the address
 of your school.

She did not care to tell me her age
 .

I did not tell him anything
 about you.

He did not tell me his business
 .

She asked him to tell her the date
 of his wedding.

You had better tell me everything
 .

They told us their experiences
 in certain foreign countries.

You must tell me the fact
 .

I am afraid he has told you a falsehood
 .

She refused to tell me her feelings
 about the incident.

He said he could tell me my fortune
 .

I will tell you all the information
 I have got.

He is not known ever to have told us a lie
 .

She told us her name
 at the beginning of her story.

They promised to tell us any news
 they might have.

He told me nothing
 about his adventure.

You must tell us the number
 of your room.

I wish you would tell me your opinion
 .

She told me a secret
 some time ago.

He said he wanted to tell me something
 .

He used to tell his children a story
 every evening.

After dinner she told us a long tale
 .

In his letter he told her his thoughts
 of the matter.

Could you tell me the time
 ?

She told me all her troubles
 .

He has told us all the truth
 .

I will tell you my views
 on the question when I write next.

Will you kindly tell me the way
 ?

但下面每句里的tell或told都没有双宾语：

She asked him to tell her about
 his wedding. （比较She asked him to tell her the date of his wedding）

They told us of
 certain foreign countries. （比较They told us their experiences in certain foreign countries）

She refused to tell me about
 the incident. （比较She refused to tell me her feelings about the incident）

In his letter he told her of
 several matters. （比较In his letter he told her his thoughts of the matter）


4．
 下面各句都不合习惯：

He has nothing to tell to
 her.

I have something to tell to
 you.

What did he tell to
 you?

该把每句里的to删去，或把tell改作say。


5．
 下面两句里的you在英国不可省去，在美国似乎往往省去：

I cannot tell you
 how glad I am.

I cannot tell you
 how sorry I am.

在英国cannot tell（后面没有you）只作“不能了解”或“不懂”解。例如：I cannot tell how this machine works. 和I cannot tell what is the matter with him.


6．
 Tell him to read the story是“叫他读这故事”。Tell him how
 to read the story是“告诉他怎样读这故事”。


7．
 Tell him from
 me that I want him是“告诉他我说我要他（来）”。


8．
 A story tells
 of the bravery of a little girl是“有一个故事讲到一个女孩子的勇敢”。A story is told
 of the bravery of a little girl是“有人讲关于一个女孩子的勇敢的一个故事”。


temper(ament) 1．
 关于temper和temperament的不同，有下面三点该注意：

（1）temper指暂时或永久的性情都可以，temperament只指永久的，不指暂时的，如可以说He is of a placid temper
 和He is of a placid temperament
 ，但I found him in a sweet temper
 this morning和She broke the vase in one of her black tempers里的temper和tempers不可改作temperament和temperaments。

（2）temper不及temperament的偏重在“体质”方面。

（3）用作抽象名词，temper指“恼怒”，temperament指“烈情”，含有“容易激动”和“喜怒无常”的意思。例如：He is showing temper. 和He has temperament.


2．
 He is of (an) uncertain temper和She is of (a) fervid temperament 等句子里的an或a可有可无。


3．
 注意He lost his temper with
 me（他对我发脾气）里用with。


4．
 They lost their temper(s
 ) with me里用temper或tempers
 都可以。


temperature 1．
 说“量体温”习惯用take。例如：The doctor took
 her temperature.


2．
 You have a temperature是“你的体温超过了正常”。


temple
 注意There's a temple to
 Confucius there里temple后面接to。


temptation 1．
 temptation统指“诱惑”，是抽象名词。例如：There's not much temptation to go out for a walk in this weather. a
 temptation 是“某一诱惑”，temptations
 是“各种诱惑”。


2．
 temptation后面通常接不定式，偶尔接of和动名词。例如：I cannot resist the temptation to look
 （偶尔用of looking
 ）at the picture.


ten
 可以说hundreds
 （几百），thousands
 （几千）和tens
 of thousands
 （几万），但不可用tens指“几十”。说“几十”通常用dozens
 ：如dozens
 of people。但tens
 可以用来指“每组十个的若干组”。例如：We shall arrange the eggs in tens
 .


tendency
 tendency后面接to或towards和名词，或接不定式。例如：She used to have a tendency to
 （或towards
 ）pessimism. 和She used to have a tendency to look
 at the worst aspect of things.


tender 1．
 tender（提供、献给）有时有双宾语。例如：I wish to tender him my thanks for his kindness.


2．
 tender在英国通常把services，resignation，thanks，apologies等词做宾语，通常用在正式文字里，而且现在有些老式了。下面各句里的tender（ed）都有些美国英语味：

He was tendered a public banquet.

The university tendered the degree of Ph D to the scholar.

Dr Paul A. Brown has been tendered a professorship recently.

I wonder how you tendered her such an injury.


3．
 legal tender（法定货币）前面不可加a，也没有复数形式legal tenders
 。


tenement
 tenement现在通常指大城市里贫民住的破旧公寓大厦，一般设备简陋，一家几口都挤在一两间小房间里。也作tenement-house或tenement house。有时也指这种房子里的一间或一套房间。


tenement-house
 参见tenement



term 1．
 说“条件”或“价格”必须用复数形式terms
 。例如：His terms
 are 'no cure no pay'. （他的条件是“病不好，不要钱。”）和His terms
 for private lessons
 are 100 yuan an hour. （他的私人教授价格是每小时一百元。）第一句里只有一个条件，第二句里只有一个价格，但都必须用复数形式terms
 。


2．
 说“依照…条件”在terms
 前面用on或upon。例如：He refused to work (up
 )on
 our terms
 .


3．
 term（学期）前面往往没有the。例如：Term is over. Term was drawing to a close. 和We began term on Tuesday last.


4．
 in terms
 of用得很多，作“顾及”，“关于”或“就…而论”解。例如：

We must plan our work in terms
 of the new situation and its needs.

He was asked to state his position in terms
 of politics and morality.

In terms of literary criticism I can say nothing about the novel.

They agree with us in principle but differ with us in terms
 of certain measures to be taken.


5．
 This might be termed a monstrosity等句子里不该在termed后面加上as。


terminal
 terminal用作“铁路、航线等的终点（或起点）”解是美国英语，相当于英国的terminus。


terrible
 terrible是“可怕的、令人敬畏的”，不是“感觉害怕的”，如可以说The sight is terrible，不可说The sight makes me terrible。这句的正确意思是“这景象使人感觉害怕”。不是“这景象使他人觉得我可怕”。


terrify 1．
 terrify的过去分词terrified用作形容词后面通常接of，有时可以接以lest引导的从句。例如：

He was terrified of
 being burnt to death in his sleep.

He was terrified lest
 he (should) be killed in the air raid.


2．
 关于a terrified cry（恐惧的呼声）等，参见much 3(5)E



territory
 in
 Chinese territory, in
 foreign territory等表达方式里通常用in，很少用on，没有the。


test
 test不是抽象名词，put to the
 （或a
 ）test里的the或a不可省去，to ban bomb tests
 里的tests
 不可改作test。


testify
 testify to是“证明”，to是介词，不是不定式的符号，所以The stranger testified to having
 been present at the time of the accident里的having不可改作have。


text 1．
 text用作text(-)book解是美国英语。


2．
 the text(s
 ) of the poems
 里用text或texts
 都可以。


text(-)book
 text(-)book后面接of，on或in都可以，如a text(-)book of
 （或on
 ，或in
 ）English composition。


than 1．
 下面每组里的第一句合乎语法，第二句不合语法。




在口语里第二句比第一句普通，但在文字里通常用第一句。不过在than whom
 中习惯用whom
 ，不用who，如Mr Francis Davis, than whom
 I do not think any Englishman in China writes better, is sixty-five years old里的whom
 不可改作who。


2．
 He is older than she
 . ＝He is older than she is
 . You write much better than I
 . ＝You write much better than I do
 . is和do可有可无，假使没有，意思也很明白。但下面的第一句意思不明白，可能有第二句和第三句两个不同的意思：

John likes Henry more than Peter.

John likes Henry more than Peter does
 .

John likes Henry more than he does
 Peter.

第二句里的Peter does等于Peter does Henry等于Peter likes Henry。

Peter, than whom John likes Henry more, is a good boy可能有两个意思：“彼得，约翰喜欢亨利过于喜欢他，是一个好男孩。”或“彼得，约翰喜欢亨利过于他喜欢亨利，是一个好男孩。”因为than后面只可以接whom，不可接who（参见1
 ），所以这句可能有第二个意思。当然下面两句都只有一个意思：

Peter, whom John likes less than he does Henry, is a good boy.

Peter, who likes Henry less than John does, is a good boy.


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

John likes Henry more than does
 Peter.

John likes Henry more than he does
 Peter.

第一句里的does Peter等于Peter does。在这样简单的句子里用does Peter远不及用Peter does普通。假使does的主语长些，用does...似乎比用...does普通，如John likes Henry better than does
 anybody else who has known him for less than a year比John likes Henry better than anybody else who has known him for less than a year does
 普通。下面每组里的第一句似乎比第二句普通：




但这两组里的句子还是把is和has省去的好，省去了句子简洁些，意思也很明白。


4．
 I like you more than he
 . ＝I like you more than he does
 . 意思很明白。I like you more than him. ＝I like you more than I do
 him. 意思也很明白。没有受过良好教育的英美人有时把I like you more than him
 用作I like you more than he
 解，我们该避免。这种错误跟1
 里所说的He is older than her
 和You write much better than me
 两句里的错误相同，但那二句的意思并不含糊。2
 里的Peter, than whom John likes Henry more, is a good boy可能有两个意思，原因跟这里所说的相同。


5．
 下面两句都可以说：

I know of no better artist than he
 .

I know of no better artist than him
 .

第一句里的he等于he is，第二句里him跟artist处于同一格，似乎第二句比第一句普通。


6．
 下面四句都不可说：

I am more and more interested in it than ever.

He will learn to speak English better and better than before.

The people became less and less superstitious than in the beginning of the last century.

More and more nations in Africa have become united than fifty years ago.

more and more自成为一种比较，就是“昨天比前天多，今天比昨天多，明天比今天多”的意思，better and better和less and less也是这样。用了and，便含有than的意思，所以than ever，than before，than in the beginning of the last century和than fifty years ago里的than便没有着落了。要使那than有着落，必须把more and more interested改作more and more more interested，把better and better改作more and more better，把less and less改作more and more less（参见more 7
 ），More and more people改作More and more more people，但这些都不自然，只须把and more，and better，and less和and more删去好了，或者把than...删去也好了。

当然，依照上面所说的三种改法得到的结果有三个意思。例如：

I am more and more more interested in it than ever. （我对于这个逐渐比以往更加注意了。）

I am more interested in it than ever. （我对于这个比以往注意了。）

I am more and more interested in it. （我对于这个逐渐注意了。）

第二句和第三句都普通，第一句很不普通。但在必须表示第一句所表示的意思的场合似乎不能避免more and more more。


7．
 下面第一句和第二句都可以说，第三句不可说：

John is a
 better man than
 Henry.

John is the
 better man of
 the two.

John is the
 better man than
 Henry.


the
 ...than是错误的。John is a
 better man of the two也不对。


8．
 7里所举的第二句里的the是冠词，the
 ... than是错误的。I am none the
 better than
 you里的the是副词，the
 ... than也是错误的。


9．
 下面两句都不可说：

The brim of my hat is wider than yours. （该在than的后面加上that of）

I like stories written in the first person better than the third person.（该在than的后面加上those written in）


10．
 下面两句里的than都不算正当（参见hardly 2
 和scarcely 2
 ）：

I had hardly entered the room than
 he left it.

Scarcely had I arrived than
 he came out to meet me.


11．
 下面各句里的than后面直接接动词，可说是那动词的主语：

I wish I could write English with more freedom than is
 at present possible.

You seem to take a keener interest in the subject than has
 ever been shown before.

He played the piano much better than could have been
 expected.

We were kept waiting longer than was
 absolutely necessary.

The town offers better cultural advantages than has been
 generally supposed.

When he resumed reading he thought he had got further on than was
 actually the case.

That morning we drank more tea than had been
 our custom.

She found the house much more luxuriously furnished than suited
 her purpose.


12．
 下面每句里的is或was可有可无：

We must not have more furniture in our rooms than (is
 ) required for convenience.

They came earlier than (was
 ) expected.


13．
 在do nothing else than，do less than，sooner than和rather than后面的不定式没有to。例如：

I could do nothing else than wait
 .

I could hardly do less than wait
 .

I had sooner starve than surrender
 . （我宁愿饿死，不愿投降。）

I stayed rather than go
 .

下面每句里的than后面的to可有可无：

I cannot do better than (to
 ) quote Shakespeare.

You might do worse than (to
 ) do as he does. （你依照他做，并不算坏。）

I expect to fail no less than (to
 ) succeed.

下面每句里的than后面的to也有人省去，但通常不省去：

I know better than to
 believe him. （我不至于会相信他。）

He is wiser than to
 waste much time over such trifles.

She has a better opinion of you than to
 suspect you of anything.

You have a greater command of English than to
 make such mistakes.


14．
 We went no further than Nanjing里的than用作介词。


thank 1．
 不论在口语或文字里，Thank you现在比I thank you普通得多。I thank you在很郑重的时候才用。Thank you very much跟Thank you相仿。Thank you so much和Thank you ever so much也跟Thank you相仿。Thanks
 比Thank you随便些。Many thanks
 跟Thank you相仿。A thousand thanks
 似乎不很自然。Much thanks
 是古语，现在很不普通。Thanks
 much似乎不很自然。Thanks
 very much 跟Thank you very much相仿。就语法讲，Thanks
 much和Thanks
 very much都是不妥的，因为把名词thanks
 跟动词混用了，但都有人用。Thanks a lot，Thanks lots，Thanks awfully和Thanks immensely也有人用。

再注意下面各句里thanks的用法：

For her help in compiling my research files, thanks
 to Miss Ruth Watson.

My warmest thanks
 are due to Mr Henry Brown.

Finally, sincere thanks
 are given to all those who have helped me.

To the following ladies and gentlemen, my heartfelt thanks
 .


2．
 下面四句都可以说：

Thank you for lending me the book.

I thank you for lending me the book.

Thanks for lending me the book.

Many thanks for lending me the book.

注意lending的前面没有your。


3．
 可以说：

I have to thank you for your help.

I have to thank you for your kindness in lending me the book.

Thanks are due to him for his help.

Thanks are due to him for his kindness in lending me the book.

不可说：

I have to thank your help.

I have to thank your kindness in lending me the book.

Thanks are due to his help.

Thanks are due to his kindness in lending me the book.

但可以说Thanks to your help，I passed the test（幸亏有你帮助，我测验及格了）。也可以说Thanks to your disturbance, I have got confused（多谢你的扰乱，我弄得头昏了）。


4．
 thanks（名词）是复数形式，如可以说many thanks和these thanks。但He got very little
 thanks for what he had done里的little却不可改作few。


5．
 thank是及物动词，不可没有宾语，所以不可说I have nothing to thank for，该改作I have nothing to thank anybody
 for。也不可说I have nothing to thank。参见3



6．
 thanking you in advance和thanking you in anticipation都是询问信和请求信里的陈套语，该避免。与其用Thanking you in advance（或anticipation）for your help, I am ...，不如用：I shall thank you for your help或I shall be grateful for your help。


7．
 thank指口头或文字上的表示谢意，不指心里的感谢，是一时的动作，不是持续的状态，不可说I thank him和I have always thanked you for what you did for me ten years ago，该把thank改作am grateful to，把thanked改作been grateful to。


8．
 可以说I thank you for lending me the book，不可说I thank you that
 you have lent me the book。但可以说I thank God that
 I am safe at home。


9．
 下面两句意思大不相同：

We've got to thank Harry for it. （我们必须为了这件事向哈利表示谢意。）

We've got Harry to thank for it. （这件事被哈利弄糟了。［我们必须叫他负责。］）


thankful(ness)
 在口头或文字上表示感谢，通常用thank（动词），thanks（名词），grateful，gratitude，indebted，obliged等词，不用thankful或thankfulness。thankful和thankfulness通常不指对于人的感谢，却指对于客观形势的感谢。例如：

I am thankful (that) I did catch the train.

He was thankful to know that his father was safe.

She was thankful for her little girl's quick recovery.

All his troubles, I am thankful to say, are now over.

At last he found himself with thankfulness in a village where they could not find him.


thanking
 参见thank 6



thanks
 参见thank 1，2，3
 和4



thanksgiving
 Thanksgiving Day（美国的感恩节［11月的最后一个星期四］，目的在于向上帝表示一年来所受的天恩）的前面没有the。有时把Thanksgiving用来指Thanksgiving Day，前面也没有the。


that 1．
 注意下面每组里的第一句里用that，第二句里用this：




每组第一句里的that改作this也可以，但第二句里的This决不可改作That。


2．
 可以说The study of idiom is as important as that
 of grammar，但不可说This is a point of idiom rather than that
 of grammar，该把that删去或改作one。第一句里的that代表the
 study。第二句里的that代表a
 point，但照习惯that只可代表the
 ...，不可代表a
 ...，所以第二句不对。下面第一组里的两句不错，第二组里的两句不对：








3．
 注意and that在下面三句里的习惯用法：

She came at midnight, and that
 alone. (and that＝and she came at midnight)

He studied music for many years, and that
 under a well-known musician. (and that＝and he studied music for many years)

The boy has lost a book, and that
 the one he bought only the other day. (and that＝and he has lost)

各句里的and that都加重后面的语气。


4．
 that
 happy three weeks（那快乐的三星期长的一段时间），that
 five years（那五年长的一段时间）等表达方式里可以用that，因为把three weeks，five years等当作一段时期（如three weeks指“三星期长的一段时间”，并不指“三个分开的星期”）。但不用that而用those也很普通。参见this 1



5．
 下面三种表达方式都可以说，意思相仿：

the man mentioned

the man who is mentioned

that man who is mentioned

第三种表达方式语气最重。that man mentioned也有人用，但不算正当，下面各种表达方式也不算正当：

that person named

that boy following us

that book at the top of the list

that theory now in question

参见those 4


但有下面两点该注意：

（1）上面我所说不算正当的各种表达方式里的that是形容词，不是代词。that mentioned，that at the top of the list等表达方式里的that是代词，不是形容词，各种表达方式都可以说。

（2）that book known as the Bible，that little girl with brown hair等表达方式里的that是形容词，但因为它含有“就是你所知道的那个”的意思，所以不算不正当。


6．
 下面两句里的第一个that现在远不及从前普通，该改作such a或so great a：

He was wounded to that
 degree that he was rushed to hospital.

She has that
 patience that she never complains.


7．
 so... that
 和so... as
 不可混用，such... that
 和such ... as
 也不可混用，参见as 11



8．
 下面各句都是强势式，但两组的结构不同，参见it 5，6
 和7






9．
 that用作关系代词有下面几点该注意：

（1）现在可以说只用在限定从句里，不用在非限定从句里，如This is the pen that
 I bought yesterday里用that，但I have bought a pen, which
 I shall show you when you call里用which。下面两句里的that都不自然，最好改作which：

We were looking at the moon, that
 was rising slowly.

They are having a good time together in the park, that
 is now far less crowded than an hour ago.

注意下面每组里的两句意思不同，每组的第一句里没有逗号，第二句里有逗号：




（2）that的前面不可用介词，如不可说This is the joke at that
 they laughed，该改作下面的任何一句：

This is the joke at which
 they laughed.

This is the joke that
 they laughed at
 .

This is the joke which
 they laughed at
 .

This is the joke they laughed at
 .

第一句最正式，最不普通，第四句最不正式。

（3）that that
 ...（…的东西）远不及that which
 普通。但注意下面两句里的that that...里的第二个that的先行项不是第一个that而是It。参见8


It is that that
 I need。

It is only that that
 keeps him busy.

（4）those who ...（…的人们）里用who比用that普通得多。all who
 ...（…的一切人）里的who不可改作that。all that
 ...是“…的一切东西”，不是“…的一切人”。he who...现在不及one who...普通，he that
 ...更不普通。下面各句都是谚语，不该摹仿它们：

He that promises too much means nothing.

He that respects not is not respected.

He lives long that lives well.

He cannot speak well that cannot hold his tongue.

He who commences many things finishes but few.

He who does not rise early never does a good day's work.

（5）8里所举的It is help that I need和It is I that need help两句里都用that，第一句里的that可以改作which，第二句里的that可以改作who，但都不及用that普通。

（6）在属于最高级的词的后面用that比用which普通。例如：This is the best
 specimen that
 we have got.

（7）在only后面用that比用which普通。例如：This is the only
 specimen that
 we have got.

（8）在no后面用that比用which普通。例如：No
 specimen that
 we have got is satisfactory.

（9）在all后面用that比用which普通。例如：Please bring me all
 the specimens that
 you have gathered. 和This is all that
 I know about the matter.

（10）在any后面用that比用which普通。例如：Any
 specimen that you may get will do. 和I have not got any that
 is satisfactory.

（11）在名词little和名词much后面用that比用which普通。例如：His letters contain little that
 is interesting but much that
 is dull.

（12）that用于指定的一人或多人不及who普通。例如：The man who
 called this morning is a professor. 和The ladies who
 are in the next room are his sisters. 两句里用who而不用that。但在下面各句里用that比用who普通：

He is the best
 artist that
 has ever visited this town.

He is the only
 artist that
 has ever visited this town.


No
 artist that
 I know of has ever visited this town.


Any
 body that
 knows anything knows this.


Who that
 knows anything does not know this?


Which
 of us that
 knows anything does not know this?


It
 is I that
 need help.

在fool that
 I was（像我这样的呆子）和Mrs Brown，Miss Johnson that was
 （Brown夫人，从前是Johnson小姐）两种表达方式里的that不可改作who。

（13）在（12）里所说的fool that I was里的fool前不可加上a或the，这语可能有两个意思。例如：

Fool that I was, I believed every word he said. （我是这样的一个呆子，竟然相信他所说的每句话。）

Fool that I was, I did not believe every word he said. （我虽然是一个呆子，我并不曾相信他所说的每句话。）

（14）用在宾格里的关系代词that往往被省去。例如：This is the book (that
 ) I spoke of. 在口语里和若干谚语里，用在主格里的关系代词that也往往被省去。例如：

It's not everybody (that
 ) can do that.

That was her shadow (that
 ) passed the window.

There's nothing (that
 ) stops you from going to bed if you want to.

It is the weather (that
 ) makes me feel as I do.

It's an ill wind (that
 ) blows nobody good. （谚语：1.对于任何人都吹不到好处的才是坏风。2．不论任何坏事，总有人得益。3．有弊必有利。）

（15）下面两句里的that也是关系代词：

He has never done it(,) that
 I know.

She never said anything of the kind to him(,) that
 I remember.

（16）下面两句语法不对：

At the end of the passage there is a door that
 you may open and find someone waiting for you. （可以改作At the end of the passage there is a door that you may open to find someone waiting for you。）

I am sending you a book that
 you will probably find interesting and profit by the advice it offers. （可以改作I am sending you a book that you will probably find interesting and whose advice you will profit by。）


10．
 以连接词that引导的从句是名词从句或状语从句，决不是形容词从句。例如：


That he is honest
 is certain. （名词从句，是全句的主语）

I hear that he is honest
 . （名词从句，是动词hear的宾语）

It is a fact that he is honest
 . （名词从句，是It的同位语）

I am sure that he is honest
 . （状语从句，修饰形容词sure）

He is so honest that he never suspects anybody
 . （状语从句，修饰副词so）

不论那从句是名词从句或状语从句，必须是陈述的，决不可是疑问的、祈使的或感叹的，如下面各句都不对：

I have to tell you that if I try, shall I have a chance to succeed? （该改作I have to ask you this: If I try, shall I have a chance to succeed? 或I have to ask you whether I shall have a chance to succeed if I try.）

I have to tell you that if you fail, try again. （该改作I have to tell you that if you fail, you should try again.）

I have to tell you that if you succeed, how happy I shall be! （该改作I have to tell you how happy I shall be if you succeed. 或I have to tell you that if you succeed, I shall be very happy.）

Things happen so rapidly that who can say what may happen next week? （该改作Things happen so rapidly that no-one can say what may happen next week. 或Things happen rapidly, who can say what may happen next week.）


11．
 间接疑问句前面不可用连接词that，如下面各句里的that都该删去：

He asked me that
 what was the matter.

She did not know that
 how he did it.

Please tell me that
 where he is going.

I wonder that
 whether you know her or not.


12．
 在较长的名词从句里往往有多余的连接词that，如下面各句里斜体的that是多余的，该删去：

It should be borne in mind that while different persons have different opinions, and that
 therefore they may not be able to agree upon a definite course of action, the problem is so important that it should not remain unsolved for any length of time.

It is quite doubtful whether if he had arrived at the station five minutes earlier, or if the train had started five minutes later, that
 he would have caught the train.

I suggest that while these questions are being discussed and the conditions are being investigated, that
 the work should be carried on as usual.

You may rest assured that if you read any book carefully through, looking up all the difficult words and phrases and allusions in dictionaries and other reference books, dwelling upon passages of particular interest to you, and jotting down everything that you think you may have use for some day, that
 you will soon acquire an ability to write expressive English.


13．
 在定义的开首不该用连接词that，如不该说Homesickness is that
 one longs for one's home。


14．
 下面每组里的四句意思相仿，注意用may和might：




下面几点该注意：

（1）第一组的第一句和第二句里的may在口语里往往改用can。

（2）第二组的第二句里的might可以改用should，在口语里往往改用could。

（3）第二组第三句里的might可以改用should。


15．
 下面各句里的以连接词that引导的从句表示结果：

What has happened that
 you should weep?

What have I done that
 you should be angry with me?

Where has he been that
 he should look so tired?

How have they been treated by their brother that
 they should speak ill of him?

Who am I that
 I should advise a man of your experience?

Am I a fool that
 you should tell me to share my bed with your dog?

I wonder how you have fed the baby that
 he should be hungry so soon.

He demanded to know what he had done that
 his wife should have asked him such queer questions.

注意：各句都是疑问句或有疑问从句。这种句子里通常有should。


16．
 下面各句里的that是关系副词，作when解：

By the time that
 you are dressed breakfast will be ready.

The next time that
 I met him was in Shanghai.

The year that
 he was born was 1924.

They left the day that
 we arrived.

The moment that
 he saw me he ran away.

Now that
 we have found it, we may take a rest.

这样用法的that往往被省去。the moment后面的that用的少，不用的多。


17．
 下面各句里的that是关系副词：

He shouted with the greatest strength that
 he could. (that＝with which)

They parted in the same cordial fashion that
 they met. (that＝in which)

He likes sea stories for the very reason that
 she dislikes them. (that＝for which)

注意每句里的that所代表的...which里的介词就是那先行项前面的介词。下面两句都不对：

She was surprised at the great strength that
 he shouted.

I watched with interest the cordial fashion that
 they met and parted. 第一句里的strength前面的介词是at，但that该代表with
 which，不该代表at
 which，所以不对，该把that改作with which。第二句里的fashion前面并没有介词，所以that不对，该把that改作in which。第一句假使改作She was amused with
 the great strength that
 he shouted也不对，因为那with是跟着amused而来的，和that所代表的with which里的with不同。


18．
 连接词that往往被省去。例如：

It is certain (that
 ) he is honest.

I am sure (that
 ) he is honest.

I think (that
 ) he is honest.

He is so honest (that
 ) he never suspects anybody.

It is a pity (that
 ) you cannot come.

It was a good thing (that
 ) he reached home before dark.

It occurred to me (that
 ) you might not have heard of her death.

I take it (that
 ) you are going to the party this evening.

关于连接词that的省略，下面几点该注意：

（1）在口语里比在文字里省去得多，往往同一句子，把连接词that省去了便有些口语性质。

（2）在用作主语的从句的开首的that不可省去，如That
 he is honest is certain里的That不可省去。

（3）在用作名词的同位语的从句的开首的that通常不省去，如The fact that
 he is honest is known to all his friends里的that通常不省去。

（4）14
 里所举的每组里的第一、第三和第四句里的that不可省去。第二句里的that在英国不省去，但在美国往往省去。参见so 7


（5）15
 里所举的各句里的that不可省去。

（6）关于动词后面的连接词that的省略或不省略，英国人H. W. Fowler所著的A Dictionary of Modern English Usage
 第633页有三张表：（a）通常不省去，（b）通常省去，（c）有时省去，有时不省去，依据上下文语气而定。

(a) agree, assert, assume, aver, calculate, conceive, hold, learn, maintain, reckon, state, suggest

(b) believe, presume, suppose, think

(c) be told, confess, consider, declare, grant, hear, know, perceive, propose, say, see, understand

（7）假使省去了that意思不明白，就不该省去，如He said yesterday he had seen her可能作He said yesterday that
 he had seen her解，也可能作He said that
 yesterday he had seen her解，用了that意思就明白。

（8）即使在第一个从句里省去了that，在平行的（以and，or，nor或but引导的）从句里不省去。例如：

He said he would come, and that
 he would bring his son.

She did not believe she had ever read any of the young author's works or that
 she had ever heard of him.

She did not believe she had ever read any of the young author's works, nor that
 she had ever heard of him.

I think I'll have another try, but that
 I must have your advice beforehand.


the 1．
 the通常用作冠词，有时用作副词。以下从2到29讲的是冠词，从30到34讲的是副词。


2．
 哪里该用the，哪里不该用the，变化很多，一切该从习惯，不是几条规则所能包括的。在这本词典里讲到不少，如at night，at nights和by night三种表达方式里没有the，但in the
 night里有the（参见night 3
 ）。往往用the和不用the意思不同，如in front of和in the
 front of（参见front 1
 ），keep house和keep the
 house（参见house 1
 ），out of question 和out of the
 question（参见question 1
 ）。


3．
 the有时有“的确那一个而不是其他”、“那唯一的”、“那最著名的”、“那最典型的”或“那最理想的”的意思。例如：

That is the
 book I was looking for. （那正是我刚才正在找的那本书。）

That is the
 word to be used here. （那是这里该用的唯一的词。）

He is the
 poet of the day. （他是现代最著名的诗人。）

Mary was the
 landlady. （玛丽是最典型的女房东。）

This is the
 drink for hot weather. （这个是热天最理想的饮料。）

在这种用法里，the该特别重读，手写该加上一横线在下面，印刷用斜体。the的重读，一向作［ðiː］，但因为the在不重读的时候通常作［ðə］，近几年来也有人在重读的时候读作［ðə］，如把the
 book读作［ˈðəˈbʊk］。

有时重读的the跟重读的a相对。例如：The lecture deals with the
 novel, not a
 novel. （这演讲论述长篇小说这文学类型，并不论述某一本长篇小说。）


4．
 the通常不用在人名、地名或其他专有名词的前面，但有例外：

（1）the用在姓的复数形式的前面，指“…家的人们”，如the
 Browns
 。the
 Browns
 也许指Brown家全体的人们，也许指Brown家的弟兄们、姐妹们、夫妇们、父子们、母女们，总之指Brown家的两人或两人以上。有一个不合理而合乎习惯的用法该注意：如把the
 John Browns
 用来指Brown夫妇和他们的子女，事实上只有John Brown自己叫John Brown，他的妻和子女并不叫John Brown。the
 Stuarts
 指英国Stuart王朝。the
 Ptolemies
 指埃及Ptolemy王朝。说“唐朝”、“宋朝”等英美人也往往用the
 T'angs
 ， the
 Sungs
 等，实际是不合理的。

（2）Messrs Brown和the
 Messrs Brown都可以说。注意Brown作单数形式。

（3）the
 Mrs Browns
 里的the不可省去。注意Browns
 作复数形式。

（4）the
 Miss Browns
 和the
 Misses
 Brown里的the不可省去。参见miss 7


（5）the
 Brown children，the
 Brown brothers
 ，the
 Brown sisters
 ，the brothers
 Brown，the
 sisters
 Brown等表达方式里的the不可省去。

（6）Chairman Mao，Premier Zhou，King George，Queen Elizabeth，General Lee，Professor Clarke等前面没有the，但下面各种表达方式里习惯有the：


the
 Archduke Ferdinand，the
 Tsar Peter，the
 Emperor Napoleon，the
 Empress Wu（武则天）

Chairman Mao，Premier Zhou，King George，Queen Elizabeth，General Lee，Professor Clarke等都很普通。但下面各种表达方式都是美国报纸用语：

Author Jack London, Poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Critic J. Moore, Translator L. S. Greene, Lawyer P. Harrison, Farmer Wilson, Carpenter Maxwell

（7）用Reverend或Rev. 称牧师时前面可以用t
 he或T
 he，也可以不用，参见reverend


（8）下面各种表达方式里都没有the：

dear John, poor John, little John, dear little John, poor little John, young John, old John, beautiful Jane Brown, Immortal Shakespeare, honest James, Heroic Stalingrad, Ancient China, Elizabethan England, Feudal Europe

但the
 wise Solomon（聪明的所罗门［圣经人名］），the
 ambitious Caesar （有野心的恺撒［古罗马皇帝］）等表达方式里习惯有the，因为那形容词是表示那个人的特性的。相似的有the
 restless Byron，the
 dreamy Alice，the
 frightened Harry，the
 disappointed Edward等。the
 younger Pitt和the
 elder Pitt（都是英国政治家，都叫William Pitt，前者是子，后者是父）等表达方式里也习惯有the。参见young 2


（9）the用在姓的前面有时指有那个姓的最著名的人，例如假定某地有许多姓Brown的人，那最著名的是John Herbert Brown，the
 Brown便指John Herbert Brown。这样用法的the和3里所讲的the相同，该特别重读，手写该在下面加上一横线，印刷用斜体。

（10）在苏格兰和爱尔兰the用在族长的姓的前面，如the
 Mackintosh和the
 Macgillcuddy。

（11）the用在人名或地名前面有时指跟那个人或那地方相像的人或地方。例如：

Lu Xun（鲁迅）has been called the
 Gorky of China.

Which city in England do you think may be called the
 Shanghai of the West?

（12）the用在人名或地名前面有时指某时的某人或某地，有时指有那个名字的某一个个别的人或物。例如：

When he came back, he was no longer the
 Brown we had known twenty years before, nor did he find Tsinan the
 Tsinan he had then known.


The
 semi-feudal, semi-colonial China we used to live in is now a thing of the past.


The
 William Moore I know is a doctor.


The
 Cambridge, where Harvard University is, is so named in honour of the English university town.

（13）复数形式的地名前面有the。例如：


the
 Alps（山脉）


the
 Rockies（山脉）


the
 Cotswolds（苏格兰的小山脉）


the
 Ural Mountains


the
 Berkshire Hills


the
 East Indies（群岛）


the
 British Isles


the
 Philippine Islands


the
 Highlands（苏格兰的山区）


the
 Lowlands（苏格兰的平原区）


the
 Midlands（英格兰的中区［各郡］）


the
 Potteries（英格兰的瓷业区）


the
 Netherlands（国）


the
 United States (of America)（国）


the
 Americas（南北美洲［的各国］）


the
 Carolinas（美国的North Carolina和South Carolina两州）


the
 Dakotas（美国的North Dakota和South Dakota两州）

山脉名即使没有Mountains，Hills或...s，前面也有the，如the
 Altai和the
 Tianshan（天山）。

（14）河名、海名和洋名的前面有the。例如：


the
 Thames, the
 river Thames, the
 River Thames或the
 Thames River (参见river
 ), the
 Yangtze River, the
 Huanghe, the
 Volga, the
 Rhine, the
 Ganges, the
 Baltic (Sea), the
 Caspian (Sea), the
 Pacific (Ocean), the
 Atlantic (Ocean)

但英国的地名Stratford-on-Avon，Stoke-on-Trent等里的Avon，Trent等虽然也是河名，却没有the。

（15）关于湖名前面有the或没有the，参见lake


（16）关于山名...Hill前面有the或没有the，参见hill 3


（17）关于路名...Road前面有the或没有the，参见road 3


（18）Argentine，Crimea，Hague，Punjab，Riviera，Sahara，S(o)udan，Transvaal，Tyrol和Ukraine各词的前面习惯有the，参见各词条。Hague前面通常用T
 he，很少用t
 he。

（19）East End（伦敦的东区），West End（伦敦的西区），East Side（纽约的东区），West Side（纽约的西区），English Channel, Persian Gulf各种表达方式前面有the。

但下面各种表达方式的前面没有the：

Buckingham Palace（白金汉宫）

London Bridge

Scotland Yard（伦敦警察厅）

Westminster Abbey（威斯敏斯特教堂）

Province of Jiangsu等表达方式前面有the，但Jiangsu Province等表达方式的前面没有the。

（20）船名前面可以有the（或T
 he），也可以没有。在海军界往往不用the（或T
 he），但在一般的文字里通常有the（或T
 he）。用了the（或T
 he）往往可以避免误解，如Queen Mary has just started里的Queen Mary也许指人，也许指船，但The
 Queen Mary has just started里的The Queen Mary一定指船，不指人。

（21） the
 Park Hotel, the
 Bedford（旅馆名），the
 Spreadeagle Inn, the
 George（客栈名），the
 Holborn（餐馆名），the
 Grand Theatre和the
 Shaftesbury（戏院名）各种表达方式里习惯有the。假使没有了the，Bedford，Holborn和Shaftesbury是地名，George是人名。

（22）书名、报纸名和杂志名的开首往往有The，如The Concise Oxford Dictionary, The Times
 和The Humorist
 。在不以The开首的书名、报纸名或杂志名前面也往往加上the。但假使原来以A开首，便不可有the，如A Dictionary of English Usage
 ，决不可说the A Dictionary of English Usage
 。假使原来以人名开首或全名是人名，也不可有the，如不可说the Gulliver's Travels
 和the David Copperfield
 。但可以说The Dictionary of English Usage
 on the table is the new edition和The Gulliver's Travels
 I have borrowed from the library is a cheap reprint。

Bible前面有the。Scriptures前面有the，但Scripture前面没有the。


The Vicar of Wakefield
 里有The，但Oliver Goldsmith's (The) Vicar of Wakefield
 里的The可有可无。比较下面两句：

I advise you to consult The Oxford Companion to English Literature
 on the shelf.

I advise you to consult the Oxford Companion to English Literature
 on the shelf.

第二句里的the Oxford Companion to English Literature
 可能有三个意思：（a）书名里原来没有The或A。（b）书名的第一词原来是The。（c）书名的第一词原来是A。

（23）注意下面三句里的the：

A new Jack Lindsay and a new James Aldridge have just appeared, I have bought the
 Aldridge only. （［现代英国作家］Jack Lindsay的一本新著作和［现代澳洲作家］James Aldridge的一本新著作刚刚出版，我只买了Aldridge的那本新著作。）

He wants to sell the
 Turner. （他要出卖这张［英国19世纪画家Joseph Mallord William］Turner所作的画。）

She is sitting in the
 Ford. （她正坐在这辆Ford牌的汽车里。）

（24）文学作品或艺术作品的名称开首没有The的有时前面也加上the，表示它是著名的，如the
 Paradise Lost（英国诗人John Milton的长诗）和the
 Mona Lisa（意大利画家Leonardo da Vinci的名画“蒙娜·丽莎”）。

（25）United States (of America), United Kingdom和United Nations各种表达方式前面必须有the，但它们的简写形式（U.S.(A.), U.K.和U.N.）前面有时没有the。


5．
 注意下面各句里的English前面的有the或没有the：

Does he understand English?

Does he understand the
 English?

Is he making a study of the
 English language?

Does he study English literature?

Is this translated from the
 English?

This French word is derived from the
 English.

Can he translate from English into Chinese?

What is the
 English for "电木"?

He likes the story, but does not like the
 English.

第一句里的English统指英语，前面没有the。第二句里的the English指“英国民族”。第三句里用language，前面有the（参见language
 ）。第四句里用literature，前面没有the（参见literature 1
 ）。第五句里的English是from的宾语，有English original或English of the author的意思，前面有the。第六句里的English有English origin的意思。第七句里因为Chinese前面没有the，所以English前面也没有the。但加上the也可以。第八句里的English有English word或English expression的意思，前面有the。第九句里的English有English of the story的意思，前面有the。


6．
 比较下面各语：

Byron the
 poet（1．那著名的诗人拜伦［不是别人］2．就诗人而论的拜伦［不是就人而论或就革命者而论的拜伦］）

Byron, the
 poet（拜伦，那著名的诗人）

Byron, a
 poet（拜伦，一个诗人）

Byron, poet（跟Byron, a poet意思相同，人名词典等参考资料里往往没有a）

the poet Byron（诗人拜伦［不是其他诗人，也不是其他拜伦］）


7．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同（the
 ..., a
 ...和...s
 都统指...）：







第一组里的第一句最不普通，第三句最普通。第二组里的第二句不很自然。

注意不说The
 dogs
 are faithful animals和This dictionary will prove of great value to the
 Chinese students of English。下面两句都有the
 ...s
 ，注意指“某个民族”或“某种人”：


The
 Germans
 are an intersting people.

He says he keeps away from the
 lawyers
 and the
 doctors
 .

一般人统指狗说the
 dog或dogs
 而不说the dogs
 ，统指蔷薇花说the
 rose或roses
 而不说the
 roses
 ，动物学家说the
 dogs
 ，植物学家说the roses
 。但该注意动物学家所说的the
 dogs
 指“狗科”的一切动物，植物学家所说的the
 roses
 指“蔷薇科”的一切植物，都是学术上的说法。统指一般的狗，动物学家也说the
 dog或dogs
 ，统指一般的蔷薇花，植物学家也说the
 rose或roses
 。例如：


The
 dog is a faithful animal.

Dogs
 are faithful animals.


The
 rose is a beautiful flower.

Roses are beautiful flowers.


8．
 注意下面第一组里有the，第二组里没有the：




下面有两点该注意：

（1）第一组里的名词是乐器名，第二组里的名词是运动项目名。

（2）第一组里的the不可改作a，也不可把the...改作...s
 。


9．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，




每组里的第一句不及第二句普通。the的这种用法主要流行在英国。


10．
 下面两句都作“这本书一千一千地售出”解：

This book sells by the
 thousand.

This book sells by
 thousands
 .

第二句不及第一句普通。

下面三句里的by the
 ...不可改作by...s
 ：

They sell it by the
 catty. （他们把这东西论斤出售。）

He works by the
 day. （他按日工作。）

The boat is hired by the
 hour. （这船按小时出租。）


11．
 下面三种表达方式意思不同：

on Monday（1．在最近过去的星期一　2．在以后的第一个星期一　3．在每星期一）

on the
 Monday（1．在那个［或已过，或未来的］星期一 2．在每星期一）

on Mondays
 （在每星期一）


12．
 the用在指人的词的前面有时指那种人的特性。例如：


The
 poet in me was then born. （我便在那个时候生出了诗人的性格。）

There is still much of the
 schoolboy in him. （他仍旧有学童的性格。）

也可以说the poet
 in us
 ，不说the poets
 in us
 。

the用在指物的词的前面有时指跟那东西有关的事物。例如：

Peter is too fond of the
 bottle. （彼得太喜欢喝酒。）

He went on the
 stage at thirty. （他在30岁开始登台演戏。）


13．
 病名前面有时有the，有时没有，有下面两点该注意：

（1）gout，measles，smallpox，toothache等词的前面现在没有the比有the普通。

（2）creeps（肉麻感），dumps（忧郁病），horrors（惊恐病）等词都有俚语性质，前面习惯有the。


14．
 关于the
 twenties
 ，the
 eighties
 等表达方式，参见eighty
 。the
 1950's
 是20世纪50年代。


15．
 下面每组里的三种表达方式意思相同，注意第一种表达方式里有the，第二种表达方式和第三种表达方式里没有the，第三种表达方式最不普通：





16．
 the用在形容词或分词前面指：

（1）…的人们。例如：


the
 poor and the
 rich（穷人和富人）


The
 sick are here cared for. （病人在这里被看护着。）


The
 wounded and the
 dying were rushed to hospital. （受伤的人和垂死的人被急送到医院去。）

（2）…的一个人。例如：


The
 deceased (死者) was a great friend of mine.


The
 accused (被告) was soon acquitted.

（3）…的一切。例如：

Many readers loved the
 sensational. （许多读者爱好骇人听闻的一切事情。）

He has no eye for the
 beautiful. （他没有审美的眼光。）

（4）…的一件事。例如：


The
 unexpected always happens. （1．意料不到的事情常会发生。2．天有不测风云。）


The
 inevitable was not long in coming. （不可避免的事不久就发生了。）

可以说the leisured rich（有闲的富人），the hungry poor（饥饿的穷人），the aged poor（年老的穷人），all the bereaved poor of the district（那地方的失去了亲人的穷人）等。


17．
 两个或两个以上的名词在连用的时候往往省去the，如下面每组里最后一句里的斜体的名词前面没有the：




下面各句里的斜体的名词的前面也没有the：

The relations between parent
 and child
 are excellent.

Information about it is eagerly sought alike by friend
 and foe
 .


Rider
 and horse
 fell.

The article deals with the contact between East
 and West
 .

That is a sonata for violin
 and piano
 .

I often make mistakes on a typewriter that I never make with pen
 or tongue
 .

Please pass me pencil
 and paper
 .

The horizon is the apparent meeting place of earth
 and sky
 .


Doctor, nurse
 , and patient
 have become the best of friends.

References must be made to chapter, section, paragraph, page
 , and line
 .

from beginning to end, from head to foot, from top to bottom, from cellar to attic, live from hand to mouth (勉强生活着), keep body and soul together (勉强生活着), cannot make head or tail of (不了解)等表达方式里也没有the。这种the的省略也是同一性质的。


18．
 在亲密些的文字和口语里，往往在father，mother，uncle，nurse，cook等词前面省去the。例如：

Father is coming home tomorrow.

We are spending a pleasant holiday with mother
 .


Uncle
 has written us a very charming letter.

When the children were playing in the park, nurse
 talked to a friend.

Where is cook
 off to?


19．
 在重要职位名称的前面往往省去the。例如：

He held the post of (the
 ) headmaster for fifteen years.

He is (the) manager
 of a bank.

She is (the) editor
 of a magazine for women.

John, (the
 ) king of England, signed Magna Charta in 1215.


20．
 在呼唤语前面没有the。例如：

Shall I fetch the book, professor?

My eyesight is still weak, doctor.


21．
 在“膳食，一餐（meal）”的名称前面通常没有the。例如：


Breakfast
 is ready.

He has asked her to lunch
 .

They left the house after dinner
 .

She came too late for tea
 .


22．
 在下面各句里习惯用the而不用物主代词。例如：

The stone strunk him in the
 eye.

He touched me on the
 shoulder.

He caught me by the
 arm.

She patted the baby on the
 head.

注意He touched us
 on the shoulder
 里不用shoulders, She patted the babies
 on the head
 里不用heads
 。


23．
 属于最高级的词前面和序数词前面通常有the，如the
 youngest boy in the class和the
 second chapter。但有下面几种例外：

（1）在最高级的意味削弱的时候，如with best wishes和with kindest regards。

（2）在用在谓语里的属于最高级的副词的前面。例如：

The story I like best is a long novel.

She says she works best early in the morning and worst late at night.

What most pleased him (或What pleased him most) was the familiar style of the book.

（3）在most作“大多数（的）”解的时候。例如：

Most children like these stories.

Most exercise is beneficial.

Most of the children like these stories.

Most of the exercise is beneficial.

第三句和第四句里的Most of...在美国有时作The
 most of...，参见most 6


（4）在most作“很（very）”解的时候。例如：

It is most kind of you to say so.

Her letter is most interesting.

（5）在把属于最高级的形容词用在表示情感（emotion）的时候，比较下面每组里的各句：




每组里的第四句表示情感，但最不普通。

（6）在表语形容词的前面。例如：

The river is deepest at this point.

It is coldest at midnight.

但必须说This is the
 deepest part of the river和We have the
 coldest weather at midnight。


24．
 有许多习语是一个介词后面接着一个名词，那个名词的前面没有the。例如：

at hand
 , at home
 , in bed
 , in question
 , on foot
 , on purpose


有许多习语是一个及物动词后面接着一个名词，或一个不及物动词后面接着一个介词和一个名词，或一个及物动词后面接着一个名词和一个介词，那个名词的前面没有the。例如：

catch fire, follow suit, go to school, lose sight of


25．
 比较下面每组里的两句：








26．
 在报纸、杂志和书的标题里往往省去the，在广告和商业文件里也往往省去the。例如：

(The
 ) Geneva Conference Opens on 17 July（标题）

(The
 ) U. S. President in (the
 ) West（标题）

Write for (the
 ) free booklet. （广告）

Apply to (the
 ) above address. （广告）

Use (the
 ) coupon today! （广告或商业文件）

Copies of (the
 ) catalogue will be sent shortly. （商业文件）


27．
 在电报、熟人之间的通信和日记里往往省去the。例如：

(I shall) Arrive (at the
 ) office (on) Monday. （电报）

Father said (the
 ) football match was a great success. （通信）

Perfect weather. (I) Spent (the
 ) whole morning preparing (the
 ) report on (the
 ) Elements of English Phonetics. (The
 ) Cat sat watching (the
 ) goldfish, reminded me of Thomas Gray's poem. （日记）


28．
 在注解和定义里往往省去the。例如：

See (the
 ) next word. （注解）

Circle: a space enclosed by a curved line every point of which is (the
 ) same distance from (the
 ) centre. （定义）


29．
 下面两种表达方式意思相同：


the
 nineteenth and the
 twentieth century


the
 nineteenth and twentieth centuries



the
 nineteenth and the
 twentieth centuries
 也有人说，但不好，因为这好像说一共有两个或两个以上的19世纪和20世纪。

比较下面每组里的两句：







Father and son disagree和Father and son agree也可以说，参见17


比较下面两种表达方式：

the black and the
 white cat（两只猫，一黑一白）

the black and white cat（一只黑白猫）


the
 black and white cats
 可能有四个意思：（1）两只猫，一黑一白。（2）两只黑白猫。（3）两只以上的猫，有黑有白。（4）两只以上的黑白猫。为避免误解起见，该改作：



	the black and the
 white cat (1),
	the two
 black-and-white cats
 (2),



	the black and the
 white cats
 (3),
	the black-and-white cats
 (4)




其中（4）也可以作“两只猫，一黑一白”解。


30．
 the往往在属于比较级的形容词或副词前面用作指示副词，作“为了那个”或“到那个程度地”解。例如：

Now that he has taken a long rest, he looks the
 better.

If you start now, you will be back the
 sooner.

I am the
 more interested in his work because he is my cousin.

As the hour approached, she grew the
 more nervous.

none the better, none the less等表达方式里的the就是这个指示副词（参见none 7
 ）。nevertheless里的the也是（参见nevertheless
 ）。

不要以为用在属于比较级的形容词或副词前面的the一定是副词，如下面两句里的the是冠词，不是副词：

I do not know which of his parents is the
 more interested in his work.

I do not know which of his parents is the
 more keenly interested in his work.


31．
 属于比较级的形容词或副词前面用了副词the，后面不可有than。假使那the不是副词而是冠词，后面也不可有than。参见than 7
 和8



32．
 so much the better和so much the worse两种表达方式很普通。严格地说，so much better（或worse）和the better（或worse）意思相同，so much the...有重复的毛病，但事实上so much the better（或worse）很普通。


33．
 在30
 里说过，指示副词the作“为了那个”或“到那个程度地”解。决不可在没有这种意思的时候随意用它，如下面两句里的the该删去：

That is surely a very important question, but we are the
 more interested in an entirely different one.

We must not expect any help from him, he is the
 more likely to interfere with our work.


34．
 从30
 到33
 所讲的the是指示副词，下面三句里的斜体the是关系副词，作“到某个程度地”解：


The
 sooner the better. （愈早愈好。）


The
 more learned a man is, the more modest he is (或is he). （一个人学问越好，越是谦虚。）


The
 more he tried to sleep, the more he could not. （他越想要睡着，越睡不着。）

She sang the worse, the
 more she practised. （她练习得越多，唱得越不好。）

下面几点该注意：

（1）一般说来，句子里有了关系副词the，必须也有指示副词the，下面两句不算正当：

The darkness increased the
 farther we advanced into the woods.

Men are only too willing to enjoy the amusement afforded by the buffoon, but they will treat him with increased contempt the
 more he serves them.—Hilaire Belloc

第一句可以改作It was the
 darker the
 farther we advanced into the woods。第二句可以改作Men are...with the
 more contempt the
 more he serves them。

（2）通常关系副词the在前，指示副词the在后。如第一、第二和第三句，偶尔指示副词the在前，关系副词the在后，如第四句。

（3）关系副词the用在从句的开首，不可用在从句的主语的后面，如不可说He tried the more
 to sleep, the more he could not或She sang the worse, she practised the
 more。

（4）the...the...通常用在短句里，往往是省略句，如第一句The sooner the better。

（5）第二句里用he is或is he都可以。同样地，下面每组里的两句都可以说：




（6）比较下面四句：

The more time you devote to your studies, the better.

The more the
 time you devote to your studies, the better.

The more the
 time that
 (或which
 ) you devote to your studies, the better.

The more time that
 (或which
 ) you devote to your studies, the better.

第一句最好。第二句等于The more the
 time that
 (或which
 ) you devote to your studies is
 , the better。虽然不错，但不很自然。第三句等于第二句，也不很自然。第四句是错误的，该把that（或which）去掉，成为第一句。


theatre 1．
 theatre有时指“戏院、剧场”，有时指“电影院”。


2．
 go to the
 theatre里的the不可省去。


3．
 比较下面各句：

He turned his attention to the
 theatre and wrote many successful plays.

She specializes in the
 Elizabethan theatre.

He coached the young man in (the
 ) theatre (演戏) and developed his power of improvisation.

I am afraid this play is not (没有the) good theatre. （恐怕这个剧本不宜于上演。）


their(s)
 参见they



them
 参见they



theme
 theme指学生的“作文”，现在在英国很不普通，但在美国很普通。例如：The student has not yet handed in his theme.


then 1．
 注意下面每组里的第一句里没有then，第二句里有then：




每组的第一句里不可加上then，第二句里的then可有可无，有了语气重些。then含有“然后”或“当然”等意思。


2．
 把then用在句子的开首往往不好，如下面两个then都不好：

It is getting late. Then
 we ought to go to bed. （该改作As it is getting late, we ought to go to bed。）

He went out. Then
 his wife shut the door. （可以改作When he had gone out, his wife shut the door。）


3．
 下面两句在口语里都普通，在文字里有人以为该在then前面加上and：

She slept for a while, then
 took a walk.

He put on his cap, then
 started out into the night.


4．
 then and there和there and then都可以说。例如：I decided to do it then and there (或there and then).


thenceforth
 thenceforth比thenceforward普通。参见henceforth 2



thenceforward(s)
 thenceforward不及thenceforth普通。thenceforwards
 现在不用。


theoretic(al)
 theoretical
 比theoretic普通。相当于这两种形式的副词都是theoretically。


theory
 theory统指“学说（或理论）”，a
 theory是“一种学说（或理论）”，theories
 是“多种学说（或理论）”。


there 1．
 下面各句里的斜体部分都该删去。

When shall you go to
 there?

I found him at
 there.

We could not get into
 there.

He left his luggage on
 there.

下面各句里的斜体部分都用得不错：

When shall you go from
 there?

I walked up to
 there.

We live near
 there.

He passed by
 there.

注意：There are three chairs in
 there里的in是副词，不是介词。


2．
 There is a pen on the table和There are several boys in the room比A pen is on the table和Several boys are in the room普通得多。但尽可以说The
 pen is on the table和Several of the
 boys are in the room。


3．
 There are
 five trees behind the house里的主语是trees，所以该用are，不可用is。There are a
 well and a tree behind the house里的主语是a well and a tree，所以也该用are，但也有人用is，即使There is
 a well and two trees
 behind the house也有人说。下面两句都可以说：

There is
 a well behind the house and also a tree.

There are
 a well behind the house and also a tree.

There is
 five trees behind the house当然是错误的，但在口语里如下几句很普通：

There's
 many feeling the same way.

There's
 worse things than that.

There's
 no sweets left.

There's
 two of them.


4．
 There is a pen on the table里的is并不是不定式或动名词。注意下面第一句和第二句里用不定式to be，第三句和第四句里用动名词being：

Would you like there to be
 a picture on the wall?

I do not want there to be
 any misunderstanding between us.

I never dreamt of there being
 a picture on the wall.

I was wrong about there being
 some misunderstanding between us.


5．
 There is a boy at the door (who
 ) wants to see you和There's nothing (that
 ) stops you from seeing him if you want to等句子里的who和that在口语里往往省去。


6．
 James was the only man there was to see it和I hope this dictionary will prove of more use than any of its kind there has ever been里在there前面习惯没有关系代词。假使在第一句里加上了who或that，在第二句里加上了which或that，都不自然。


7．
 下面每组里的第一句和第二句是对的，第三句是错的：





8．
 下面两句当然不错：

There was a boy who showed me in.

There were a number of people who came to see the circus.

但都嫌累赘，可以改作：

A boy showed me in.

A number of people came to see the circus.


9．
 下面每句里的两个there的作用不同：

There is a garden there.

There there is a garden.

There, there is a garden.

There is always the garden there to weed.


10．
 注意下面各句里用was there，has there been等，不用There was，there has been等：

Not a soul was there
 to show us the way.

Never has there been
 a more perfect silence.

Seldom has there been
 less water in the brook.

Hardly ever have there been
 children under fifteen who could write such good verse.

Scarcely ever have there been
 fires in this neighbourhood.

By no means can there be
 any quarrelling between him and his brother.

Under no circumstances should there be
 any slackening in our work.

Nowhere else can there be
 lakes like these.

I have never met him, nor is there
 any chance of my meeting him in the future.

Only by our joint efforts can there be
 any hope of success.


11．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：





12．
 There he goes! There goes the bell! 等句子里的goes不可改作is going。


thereafter
 thereafter作after that，after it，after them等解，thereat作at that，at it，at them等解，therefor，therefrom等词也是这样。这些词使文体有“正式”或“古雅”的韵味，在一般文字里该避免。


thereat
 参见thereafter



thereby 1．
 thereby似乎比thereafter，thereat等词普通。例如：Thank you for your advice, I hope to profit thereby.


2．
 参见thus 1



3．
 half a dozen or thereby（半打左右）等是苏格兰语，在英美用thereabouts或so，不用thereby。


therefor 1．
 参见thereafter



2．
 不可把therefor代表therefore。注意下面一句里的therefore
 和therefor: He decided not to buy the furniture and therefore
 was not prepared to pay therefor.


therefore
 1. therefore前没有and时，前面用分号，如He was busy, and
 therefore could not come里用逗号，但He was busy, therefore he could not come里最好用分号。


2．
 在口语里很少用therefore，通常用that's why。


therefrom
 参见thereafter



therein
 参见thereafter



thereinto
 参见thereafter



thereof
 参见thereafter



thereon
 参见thereafter



thereto
 参见thereafter



thereupon
 关于thereupon用作upon that等解，参见thereafter
 。有时用作“因而”或“立刻”解。例如：He got deeply interested in her work, thereupon he wrote to her about it. 和He heard her voice, thereupon he opened the door.


therewith
 参见thereafter



these 1．
 关于these days和in
 these days，参见day 6



2．
 关于these kind(s)和these sort(s)，参见kind 3



3．
 these ones很不普通，参见one 4



they 1．
 不可用they，them，their等指anybody，everybody等词，参见anybody 3，everybody 3，nobody 2
 和one 7 (2)



2．
 参见company 2
 和party 1
 。用army，cabinet，committee，crowd，family，fleet，government，ministry，navy，public等词都该注意避免同样的错误。


3．
 they有时指“一般人”或“某人”。例如：They
 say she is a poet. 和They
 tell all sorts of stories about his eccentric ways. 有谚语说：They
 say so, is half a lie. （传闻多失实。）

下面两句里的they的用法不算正当：

I went into a shop where they
 sold toys. （最好把they sold toys改作toys were sold）

When I made inquiries at the counter, they
 told me that they
 knew

nothing about it. （最好把they told me that they knew nothing about it改作I was told that I could learn nothing about it there）


4．
 they
 who...（那…的人们）和they that...远不及those
 who...或people
 who...普通。谚语里往往用。例如：


They
 laugh best that (或who) laugh last. （事尚未定，且慢得意。）


They
 must hunger in frost that will not work in heat. （少壮不努力，老大徒伤悲。）


thing(s) 1．
 things在用作“情形”解的时候前面不可有the，下面各句里在things前面都不可加the：

How are things?

I hope things will improve soon.

Then things grew worse.

Things seem to be going well.

He asked me how things looked.

Things are mending.

Things at the worst will mend. （即使最不好的情形，也会渐渐改善。）

Things are the other way about. （情形恰恰相反。）

Then things began to shape themselves more definitely. （当时形势开始变得更明朗了。）

From them I learnt how things had gone at the hotel.

Things are taking a turn for the better. （情形正在好转。）


2．
 things
 后面加上形容词作“…的一切事物”解。例如：I am not interested in things musical
 . She knows nothing about things French
 . 和When one beholds such beauty, one forgets all things earthly
 .


think 1．
 下面每组里的第一句比第二句普通：




注意不可没有of而有as，如不可说：

I think it as
 a shame.

This used to be thought as
 impossible.


2．
 下面四句意思相同：

I think it a shame.

I think it to be
 a shame.

I think it is
 a shame.

I think that
 it is
 a shame.

第三句和第四句比第一句和第二句通俗。


3．
 I do not
 think (that) it's going to rain today比I think (that) it's not going to rain today普通。


4．
 think后面接不定式作“想要…”，“以为将…”或“记着而做…”解。例如：

He did not think to deceive
 us. （他不曾想要欺骗我们。）

He did not think to meet
 us. （他不曾以为将遇到我们。）

He did not think to ask
 us about you. （他不曾记着而向我们问起你。）

有人以为这种用法不算正当。


5．
 下面每组里的两句都可以说，注意think和know不可对调：





6．
 下面每句里的how都该改作what：


How
 do you think?


How
 do you think of it?

He told me how
 he thought about it.


7．
 下面三句意思相同：

When she was alone, she thought the matter out
 .

When she was alone, she thought the matter over
 .

When she was alone, she thought over
 the matter.

下面几点该注意：

（1）第二句里的over是副词，第三句里的over是介词。think things out
 和think things over
 都可以说，但似乎不说think over things。

（2）think out着重在“彻底”，think over着重在“仔细”。

（3）think out a plan是“作出一个计划”，think a plan over
 或think over
 a plan是“再三考虑一个计划”。


8．
 下面两句都作“你想一想，（便可以知道）你的情况并不像你所说的那样坏”解：

When you come to think of it, things are not so bad with you as you say.

Come to think of it, things are not so bad with you as you say.


9．
 下面两句里的for可有可无，有人以为最好不用。

His plan may prove better than you think (for
 ).

The weather has turned out as fine as we thought (for
 ).

注意think for只用在比较级的后面。


10．
 think up作“想出”解，主要是美国英语。例如：Can you think up a reply? 和I must try to think up something to say.


11．
 下面各句里的think用作名词，是口语用法：

You had better have another think.

An occasional think might do you much good.

My think is that you've consulted the wrong man.


thirst
 thirst（动词）作“口渴”解现在不用，如不说I thirst而说I am thirsty。


thirty
 参见eighty



this 1．
 this
 three weeks（最近过去的三星期），this
 five years（最近过去的五年）等表达方式里可以用this，因为把three weeks和five years等当作一段时期，如three weeks指“三星期长的一段时间”，并不指“三个分开的星期”。但不用this而用these也很普通。参见that 4



2．
 this在信函或电报里往往用作this letter或this e-mail解。例如：When this reaches you, I shall have left China. 有许多信的第一句是This is to inform (或announce, certify等)...


3．
 this Wednesday，this week Wednesday，this coming Wednesday和this next Wednesday都指“本星期的星期三”，但都不是很好的英语，说next Wednesday或on Wednesday next就行了。on Wednesday this week也可以说，但不很自然。同样地，this June，this year June，this coming June和this next June都指“今年6月”，但都不是很好的英语，说next June或in June next就行了。in June this year也可以说，但不很自然。


4．
 this last Wednesday，this last Thursday等跟不用this相同，但语气略重。this
 past week，this
 past month，this
 past year等跟the
 past week，the
 past month，the
 past year等相同，但语气略重。this next week，this next month，this next year等跟不用this相同，但不是很好的英语。


5．
 下面第一句里的this指（打电话的）“本人”，第二句里的this指那被介绍的人，第三句里的this指对方：


This
 is Drake (speaking).

Professor Young, this
 is Mr King, a friend of mine from Tianjin.

Is this
 Miss Ball?


6．
 可以说this the
 twenty-first century和this our
 century。


7．
 this far，this long，this old，this late等表达方式里的this用作thus或so解，主要是美国口语。


8．
 关于this和that的区别，参见that 1


下面两句意思相同而语气略有不同：

He sat and thought: what could he do on a night like this
 ?

He sat and thought: what could he do on a night like that
 ?

第一句比第二句生动，用this表示那个人在想What can I do on a night like this?


9．
 关于this day和to this day，参见day 8
 和9



10．
 关于this day week等，参见day 10



thither
 参见hither 1



those 1．
 关于those days和in
 those days，参见day 6



2．
 关于those kind(s)和those sort(s)，参见kind 3



3．
 those ones很不普通，参见one 4



4．
 下面五种表达方式意思相仿：

those mentioned

those who are mentioned

the persons mentioned

the persons who are mentioned

those persons who are mentioned

第五种表达方式语气最重。those persons mentioned也有人用，但不算正当。下面各种表达方式也不算正当：

those people named

those boys following us

those books in the list

those qualities essential to success

该把those改作the。参见that 5



though 1．
 关于though和although的不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）though可以用作副词，作“但是”解。但although不可，如He said he would come, he didn't, though
 里的though不可改作although。

（2）as though
 中的though不可改作although。参见as 18


（3）although比though正式而语气重，不及though通俗。

（4）although所引导的从句，通常指事实而不指设想，如下面第一句里用though，第二句里用although：

He would not be unhappy though
 he should have to live alone. （他即使不得不独自居住也不会不快乐。）

He was not unhappy although
 he had to live alone. （他虽然不得不独自居住，却并不不快乐。）

下面两句里的though不可改作although：

Let's not defer the trip though it rain (不用rains) tomorrow.

Though everybody desert (不用deserts) you, I will not.


2．
 下面三句意思相仿：


Though
 he lives alone, he is happy.


Though
 he lives alone, yet
 he is happy.

He lives alone, but
 he is happy.

注意不可说Though
 he lives alone, but
 he is happy。though..., but
 ...是错误的。though..., nevertheless
 ...和though..., still
 ...都可以用，但都不及though..., yet
 ...普通。


3．
 可以说Though alone，he is happy和Though annoyed，I consented。alone前面省去he is, annoyed前面省去I was。注意下面两句都不可说：

Though loving him, I cannot help him.

Though disliking the work, he had to do it.

though loving和though disliking都不可说，因为though I was loving和though he was disliking都不可说。该把loving改作I love，把disliking改作he disliked。


4．
 比较下面每组里的两句：




每组里的第二句比第一句语气重，注意第二句里的child或masterpiece前面没有a。


thought 1．
 thought统指“思想”，a
 thought是“一个思想”，thoughts
 是“多个思想”。


2．
 可以说He is deep in thought
 ，也可以说He is in deep thought
 。


3．
 下面三句意思相同：

He has thoughts
 of going to Germany.

He has some
 thoughts
 of going to Germany.

He has a
 thought of going to Germany.


thousand
 参见hundred
 和a, an 20 (5)



thrash
 说“打（人）”用thra
 sh，说“打（谷物）”通常用thre
 sh。


thread
 thread统指“线”，a
 thread是“一根线”，threads
 是“多根线”。


threat 1．
 threat是类名词，如We disregarded all his threats
 里的threats
 不可改作threat。


2．
 threat后面可以接不定式。例如：The tenants disregarded their landlord's threat to expel them.


3．
 注意下面第一句里用of，第二句里用to：

There was then a continual threat of
 war.

There was then a continual threat to
 peace.


threaten 1．
 threaten的宾语后面有时接以that引导的从句。例如：The landlord threatened his tenants that
 he would expel them unless they paid him within a week.


2．
 说“威胁（某人）使他做什么事”不可在threaten后面接指人的词和不定式，如不可说They threatened him to tell them everything。可以在him后面加上to force him。


3．
 threaten后面接不定式比接动名词普通，如He threatened to leave
 us比He threatened leaving
 us普通。


thresh
 参见thrash



thrice
 thrice在英国远不及three times普通，在美国比较常用，也不及three times普通。但在英美都通常说twice or thrice
 ，不说twice or three times
 。


thrifty
 thrifty用作“（植物）茂盛的”解现在只用在美国。


thrill
 下面每组里的第一句比第二句普通：




下面第一句不及第二句普通：

He thrilled at the prospect.

He was
 thrilled at the prospect.

下面两句似乎同样普通：

She thrilled to learn that her suggestion had been accepted.

She was
 thrilled to learn that her suggestion had been accepted.


throat
 throat有时指喉的内部，有时指喉的外部。例如：

He is suffering from an inflamed throat. （内部）

She is wearing a brooch at the throat. （外部）


through 1．
 through用作“完了的”解和through with
 用作“关于…完了的”解都是美国用法。例如：

Are you through
 ?

Are you through with
 that job?

I am nearly through with
 the book.

I am anxious to get through with
 the examination.

get through with
 the examination是美国英语，作“考试完毕”解，get through the examination（没有with）英美通用，作“考试及格”解。


2．
 I am through with asking questions（我已经把要问的问题问完了）和I am through with smoking（我已经戒烟了）里的through是形容词。第一句里的with有时省去，with省去了through仍旧是形容词，asking却成了现在分词．


3．
 He was on tour throughout the country (from) April through
 July of this year里的 (from) April through July作“从4月一直到7月底”解，The book gives the titles of all English dictionaries published through
 31 December, 1958里的through 31 December, 1958作“直到1958年12月31日（也包括那全天）”解。这里的through是近几年来才有的美国用法。不一定指时间，如也可以说from astronomy through
 zoology（从天文学直到动物学的种种科学）。


throughout
 throughout含有“全部、整个”等意思，所以用了它便不该再用entire，whole等词。下面两句里的whole和entire是多余的，该删去：

He was with us throughout the whole
 week.

She did not miss a day throughout the entire
 session.


throw 1．
 比较下面三句：

He threw the ball to
 me. （他把皮球掷给我。）

He threw the ball at
 me. （他把皮球向我身上掷来［要伤害我］。）

He threw me the ball. （他把皮球掷给我。）

下面每组里的两句意思相同，不可把第一句里的to改作at：





2．
 throw a party（开联欢会）和throw a dance（开舞会）里的throw是俚语用法，含有“狂欢”或“热情奔放”的意思。


thunder
 thunder统指“雷声”，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。有下面两点该注意：

（1）“一阵雷声”该说a peal
 of thunder。“多阵雷声”该说peals
 of thunder。

（2）复数形式thunders
 只用在譬喻里，如thunders
 of applause（雷鸣般的掌声）。


Thursday
 参见Friday



thus 1．
 下面两句里都把thus用在现在分词前面，那现在分词并不属于某个固定的名词，thus前面都有逗号：

The tram stopped suddenly, thus causing
 the delay.

Mr Fox fell ill, thus making
 it necessary for us to find a substitute for him.

这种结构在报纸里很普通，有时不用thus而用thereby。有人以为不正当，该把thus (或thereby)...ing改作以which引导的从句。例如：

The tram stopped suddenly, which caused
 the delay.

Mr Fox fell ill, which made
 it necessary for us to find a substitute for him.


2．
 thus and so是美国英语。例如：He told me that he had done thus and so
 in the matter. 在英国用thus或so，不用thus and so。


tidings 1．
 tidings带有文学韵味，远不及news普通。


2．
 tidings原来是复数形式，偶尔被当作单数，如these tidings和this tidings。


tiffin
 在半殖民地时代我国上海等地的英美人往往用tiffin，但在英美本国并不用它，而用lunch。


tiger
 在把虎当作打猎对象的时候，通常用单数形式而不用复数形式。例如：They went out hunting tiger
 .


till 1．
 不论用作介词或连接词，till比until普通，在比较正式的文字里多用until。但有下面两点该注意：

（1）在true till death中的till不可改作until。在from...till...里用till比用until普通，如from
 January till
 March。unless and until中的until不可改作till。

（2）在一句的开首似乎until比till普通，如Until
 his arrival we could do nothing和Until
 he arrived we could do nothing里用Until，似乎通常不用Till。


2．
 till或until引导的从句里不可用shall，will或would，如不可说：

He will wait till (或until) I shall arrive
 . （该用arrive）

I shall wait till (或until) he will arrive
 . （该用arrives）

I waited till (或until) he would arrive
 . （该用arrived）

但假使那主句里的动词是过去式，那till或until引导的从句里往往用should。例如：

I waited till (或until) he should
 arrive.

He waited till (或until) I should
 arrive.

should arrive含有“盼望…来”的意思，arrived含有“…果然来”或“…一定来”的意思。


3．
 下面各句里的till或until都用得不对：

I hope to finish the work till
 (或until
 ) Friday.

I hope to finish the work till
 (或until
 ) he arrives.

I had not
 been there long till
 (或until
 ) his arrival.

I had not
 been there long till
 (或until
 ) he arrived.

第一句、第二句和第三句里的till或until该改作before，第四句里的till或until该改作before或when。

但下面各句里的till或until都用得不错：

I am afraid I cannot
 finish the work till
 (或until
 ) Friday. （用before也可以）

I am afraid I cannot
 finish the work till
 (或until
 ) he arrives. （用before也可以）

I remained there till
 (或until
 ) his arrival.

I remained there till
 (或until
 ) he arrived.

为什么前四句里不可用till或until，后四句里却可以用呢？因为：（1）假使没有否定的词，那till或until所引导的短语或从句指一段时期（a period of time）。（2）假使有了否定的词，那till或until所引导的短语或从句指一段时间里的任何一点（point）。前四句里的第一句和第二句里没有否定的词，但finish是一时的动作，所以不对，后四句里的第一句和第二句里有否定的词，所以对。前四句里的第三句和第四句里有否定的词，但had been却指一段时间的情况，所以不对，后四句里的第三句和第四句里没有否定的词，remained指一段时间的情况，所以对。


4．
 下面两句里的till或until是错误的：

I shall start till
 (或until
 ) Friday. （该用on）

I shall start till
 (或until
 ) he arrives. （该用when）

假使在start前面加上了not，两句里的till或until便用得不错。


5．
 比较下面两句：

Don't wait till I come
 .

Don't go till I come
 .

第一句里的till I come是状语从句，形容wait，第二句里的till I come也是状语从句，却形容don't go。

可以说Wait
 till I come，但不可说Go
 till I come。


6．
 till或until指时间，不指空间，如下面第一句不错，第二句不对：

He walked till (或until) he reached the end of the street.

He walked till (或until) the end of the street.


7．
 下面两句的正确意思是“他直到死了才结婚”。当然不对：

He did not marry till (或until) his death.

He did not marry till (或until) he died.

该改作He never married。


8．
 下面两句意思相同。注意第二句里用did he go，不用he did go或he went：

He did not go abroad till (或until) he graduated.

Not until (用till不普通) he graduated did he go
 abroad.


9．
 下面三句意思相同，有人以为第三句不算正当：


Up to
 then he had lived alone.


Till
 then he had lived alone.


Up till
 then he had lived alone.


timber 1．
 timber统指“木料”，a
 timber是“一块（有一定形状的）木料”，timbers
 是“多块（有一定形状的）木料”。


2．
 timber用作“性格”或“人才”解主要是美国英语。例如：We found him to be the right sort of timber.


time 1．
 说“现在什么时候？”用What is the time? 或What time is it? 都可以。


2．
 What time will he be back this evening?和At what time will he be back this evening?都可以说。


3．
 “一次”通常不说a time或one time，该说once，“两次”通常不说two times，该说twice。但下面几点该注意：

（1）在a time or two（一二次）里用a
 time。例如：I have met with this phrase a time or two.但这不及once or twice普通。

（2）在many a time（许多次）里用a
 time。例如：I have played chess many a time.

（3）one
 time有时作“曾经有一次”解。例如：One time a stranger wrote to her asking for her autograph.但不及once普通。

（4）在one time in ten（十次中的一次）等表达方式里用one
 time。

（5）在two or three times（两三次）里用two
 times。说twice or thrice也可以，也有人用twice or three times，但很少见。


4．
 I have met him three (或four) times等句子里的three times的前面没有for。


5．
 下面第一句里用the，通常有for，偶尔没有for。第二句里用a，通常没有for，偶尔有for：

When I saw him (for) the
 second time, he was already married.

When I saw him (for) a
 second time, he was already married.


for the
 ... time比(for) a
 ... time确定，如下面第一句里用for the
 second time，第二句里用(for) a
 second time：

You ought to read it three times, when you read it for the
 second time, you ought to pay attention to the sentence structure.

I have seen him once, I do not know whether I shall ever see him (for) a
 second time.


6．
 比较下面四句：

How often
 do you have your hair cut?

How frequently
 does the heart beat?


How many times
 does the heart beat each minute?


How many times
 have you been absent this term?

第三句和第四句都要求对方说明“次数”。


7．
 注意下面每句里用属于完成时态的动词。那that可有可无：

This is the first time (that) I have seen
 him.

This is the third time (that) I have been
 here.

That was the third time (that) I had been
 there.


8．
 下面两句意思相同，第二句不算正当：

That was the fourth time for him to leave home.

That was his fourth time to leave home.


9．
 three times four是“三乘四”，不是“四乘三”。就语法讲，three times four=four reckoned three times=four multiplied by three，那three times是状语短语，所以Three times four is
 (或are
 ) twelve里的主语是four，不是Three，也不是times。注意three times four后面的动词用单数形式或复数形式都可以。当然，Three times one is
 three里的is不可改作are。

说“一乘…”该说once...，不说one time...。例如：Once two is (或are) two. 说“二乘...”该说twice...，不说two times...。例如：Twice three is (或are) six.


10．
 下面第一句和第二句意思相同，但第三句不同：

Your house is three times the size of mine. （你的房子是我的房子的三倍大小。）

Your house is three times as large as mine.

Your house is three times larger than mine. （你的房子比我的房子大三倍［就是我的房子的四倍大小］。）

只可说Twenty-one is three times as much as
 seven，不可说Twenty-eight is three times more than
 seven。


11．
 at that time当然不错。但下面几点该注意：

（1）中国学生似乎用得太多，可以用then代替它，有时竟可以删去。

（2）中国学生往往用作“后来便…”解，是错误的，如不可说I saw a mad dog running towards me, at that time
 I was greatly frightened。该把at that time删去。at that time作“正在那个时候”解，它所形容的动词所表示的动作或情况并不发生在上文所说的什么的以后。例如：

I saw a mad dog running towards me, at that time I was talking to a friend.

I saw a mad dog running towards me, at that time I was engaged in conversation.

He published his first novel at twenty, he was at that time a freshman.

Everybody was wondering what had become of the little girl and her parents even talked of reporting her disappearance to the police, she was at that time alone with her doll in her bedroom.


12．
 下面每组里除了第一句以外都有“我们不该再延迟”的含意：




下面几点该注意：

（1）time前面没有a或the。

（2）在口语里往往省去It is或It was。

（3）用high不及不用high普通。

（4）用that不及不用that普通。

（5）should start不及started普通。

（6）第一组里的第三、第四、第五和第六各句里的started改作start也通，但远不及started
 普通。

（7）每组里的第三、第四、第五和第六句里的started
 原来属于虚拟过去式，但现在通常用陈述过去式，如通常说It is (或was) (high) time (that) I was
 told about the matter，不说It is (或was) (high) time (that) I were
 told about the matter。当然，在we were，we started，I started等表达方式里的were和started在虚拟过去式和陈述过去式里形式相同。

（8）每组里的第三、第四、第五和第六句里的started改作were starting也可以，但不很普通。

（9）第一组里的第三、第四、第五和第六句里用started
 ，在形式上是过去时态，在事实上却指未来。说这四句的任何一句的时候实际还不曾start。这种结构似乎很奇特，但实际是很普通也很纯正的英语，你在读书的时候见到它，别以为那属于过去时态的动词是印错的。

（10）下面两句意思相同：

It is getting time we started. （我们该动身的时候快到了。）

It is about time we started.


13．
 下面两句意思不同：


It is
 time to start. （现在是该动身的时候了。）


There
 is time to start. （动身以前还有足够的时间呢［不必着急］。）


14．
 this time是“这次”，有“跟前次不同”的意思，at
 this time是“现在”。例如：

He called on me again, this time in the evening. （他又来拜访我了，这次［跟前次不同］是在晚上来的。）

'So he isn't here, you say?' asked the lady, this time in a firm voice and with an odd sort of smile. （“那末你说他不在这里，是吗？”那女子问道，这次［跟前次不同］用一种坚定的语声，带着一种奇怪的微笑。）

Think about the matter again, more seriously this time. （再把这事情考虑一下，这次［不可像前次那样］应该更加慎重些。）

I do not know where he is at
 this time. （我不知道他现在在哪里。）


15．
 ...times是“…次”，at
 ...times
 是“在…个时候”。例如：

I met him several times. （我遇到了他好几次。）

I met him at
 several times. （我在好几个时候遇到了他。）

但比较下面两句：

I hope to read the poem another time. （1．我希望把这首诗再读一次。2．我希望在另一个时候读这首诗。）

I hope to read the poem again another time. （我希望在另一个时候把这首诗再读一下。）

第一句用在第二个意思的时候，可以在another前面加上at，第二句可以在another前面加上at。


16．
 in five weeks是“在五星期以后”或“在五星期以内”（参见in 2
 ），in five weeks time
 是“在五星期左右以后”。


17．
 关于at a
 time和at one
 time的不同，参见a, an 20 (3)



18．
 in
 time作“及时地”、“及时的”或“最后地”解。例如：I hope you will arrive in time
 . I hope you will be in time
 . 和You will succeed in time
 . 在用作“及时地”或“及时的”解的时候，后面往往接for或不定式，但不可接for和动名词，如可以说I hope you will arrive (或be) in time for
 the ceremony和I hope you will arrive (或be) in time to attend
 the ceremony，不可说I hope you will arrive (或be) in time for attending
 the ceremony。


19．
 on
 time原来是美国英语，相当于英国英语up to time，作“准时地”或“准时的”解。例如：The train arrived on time
 . 和She is always on time
 . 在美国有时作“分期付款的”解。例如：He has bought a television set on time
 .


20．
 关于any time，参见any 7
 。关于each time，参见each 10
 。关于every time，参见every 8
 。关于all the time，参见all 11



tire(d) 1．
 tire用作及物动词或不及物动词都可以，但下面几点该注意：

（1）用作及物动词有时作“使疲乏”解，有时作“使厌倦”解。 例如：Walking tires（使疲乏）me. （但tires me似乎不及makes me tired普通。）和He often tires（使厌倦）me with his long stories about his childhood. tire（某人）of...作“使（某人）对于…感觉厌倦”解。例如：Ten years spent in the same village may tire you of
 many of the familiar scenes.

（2）用作不及物动词有时作“感到疲乏”解，有时作“厌倦”解。例如：He soon tires（感到疲乏）because he is in poor health. 和If you hear the same good story repeated, you will sooner or later tire（厌倦）. tire of
 作“对于…厌倦”解。例如：If you hear the same good story repeated, you will sooner or later tire of
 it.

（3）tire（厌倦）后面可以接of和动名词，不可接不定式，如You will sooner or later tire of listening
 to it里的of listening不可改作to listen。

（4）tire out作“使…极疲乏”或“使…极厌倦”解，那tire是及物动词。


2．
 tired前面用very，不用much。


3．
 tired of
 是“对于…感觉厌倦的”，tired with
 是“因…而感觉疲乏的”。


4．
 make sb. tired在美国往往作“使（某人）感觉不愉快”解。


tiresome
 tiresome通常作“令人厌倦的”或“令人感觉不愉快的”解，很少用作“使人疲乏的”解，决不可用作“感觉厌倦的”、“感觉不愉快的”或“感觉疲乏的”解。说“使人疲乏的”通常用tiring。例如：It is tiring
 work. 和He had a tiring
 climb that morning.


title 1．
 关于title和subject的不同，参见subject 2



2．
 title在出版界往往指“书名所代表的书”。例如：The following titles will be published in the autumn. （下面各［书名所代表的］书将在秋季出版。）


3．
 下面两句里的under或with不可改作on：

He has written a book under
 the title Idiomatic English
 .

He has bought a book with
 the title Correct Usage
 .


4．
 The book is titled
 Advanced English Grammar
 里的titled现在很不普通，该改作entitled。


to 1．
 have (或has，或had) been to...作“刚才到过…”解。例如：

I have been to
 Nanjing.

Has anybody been to
 the station?

I have been to
 my uncle's about some family matters.

They had been to
 several places during the holidays.


2．
 下面每组里的第一句不及第二句普通：




下面几点该注意：

（1）假使把my book或my name改作this，these，that或those，每组里的两种形式都普通。

（2）假使把my book或my name改作it或them，每组里的第一句也普通，但第二句很不普通。

（3）下面每组里的第一句是英国拼写形式，第二句英美通用：




（4）下面两句都很不普通：

I shall give (或lend，或send) them him.

I shall tell them him.

（5）下面各句都不可说：

I shall give (或lend，或send) my book him.

I shall give (或lend，或send) this (或these，或that，或those) him.

I shall tell my name him.

I shall tell this (或these，或that，或those) him.

I shall give (或lend，或send) to
 him it (或them).

I shall tell to
 him it (或them).

（6）下面各句都很不普通：

I shall give (或lend，或send) to
 him my books.

I shall tell to
 him my name.

I shall give (或lend，或send) to
 him this (或these，或that，或those).

I shall tell to
 him this (或these，或that，或those).

（7）上面所举的各例里都用him，是代词。假使不用代词而用名词，如John、my brother或the girl，在（3）里各组的第一句都很不普通。


3．
 可以说Did you say it was five (minutes) past four or five (minutes) to
 ? (to=to four)


4．
 to是不定式的符号，如I want to
 go。但在若干词语后面的不定式里习惯没有to。例如：I heard him cry
 . 和You need not come
 .


5．
 不定式的符号to和动词的中间假使加上了副词或状语短语，这种不定式叫做分裂不定式，如to firmly believe和to at once start。传统的语法家以为分裂不定式是不该用的。但有时为了避免意思含糊，就不妨一用。


6．
 下面各句里的to都代表不定式：

You may go if you wish to
 . (to=to go)

He wanted to do it, but I told him not to
 . (to=to do it)

I have asked her to come, but she does not care to
 . (to=to come)

Though you do not want to ask him again, I am afraid you will have to
 . (to=to ask him again)

Though I didn't want to
 , I was persuaded to go. (to=to go)

这种用法在口语里比在文字里普通。


7．
 to是不定式的符号，在该在介词to后面接动名词的场合该注意避免用不定式，如该说in addition to doing
 和devoted to doing
 ，不可说in addition to do
 和devoted to do
 。


8．
 The only thing you have to do is (to
 ) press the button和All he could do was (to
 ) rush into the room等句子里的to可以省去。


9．
 不可把不定式...to...? 用作疑问句，如不可说How to solve the problem? 和What to say to him about it? 该改作How shall we solve the problem? 或How is the problem to be solved? What should we say to him about it? 或What is to be said to him about it?


toast
 toast统指“烤面包片”，是物质名词。a
 toast（一片烤面包）和toasts（多片烤面包）现在很不普通，“一片烤面包”和“多片烤面包”通常说a slice
 of toast和slices
 of toast。


tobacco
 复数形式tobaccos
 是“多种烟草”。


today 1．
 It is warm today比Today is warm普通。但Today is Friday和It is Friday today同样普通。


2．
 该说I shall see him today和I have seen him today，不可在today前面加上on。


3．
 可以说today's papers（今天的报纸），但不可说today's China，该改作China of today。


4．
 today在记事里有时指上文说起过的那一天。例如：Today he was more cordial than ever.


5．
 all today不及all day
 today合乎习惯。


6．
 It was just a week ago (today) 和That happened exactly two years ago (today)等句子里用today比不用today语气重。


7．
 today week=this day week, today month=this day month，参见day 10



8．
 下面两句意思略有不同：

I saw
 him today. （我今天看见他。）

I have seen
 him today. （我今天看见过他。）


together 1．
 关于all together和altogether的区别，参见altogether



2．
 meet，cooperate，collaborate等词后面的togerther是多余的，该删去。


tomb
 参见grave



tomorrow 1．
 Tomorrow will be
 Monday和Tomorrow is
 Monday都可以说。It will be
 Monday tomorrow和It is
 Monday tomorrow也都可以说。


2．
 I hope it will be fine tomorrow比I hope tomorrow will be fine普通。


3．
 该说I shall see him tomorrow，不可在tomorrow前面加上on。


4．
 tomorrow在记事里有时指上文说起过的某天的明天。例如：They were talking about the company they were going to have tomorrow.


5．
 all tomorrow不及all day
 tomorrow合乎习惯。


6．
 tomorrow week有两个意思：（1）“一星期以前的明天”（假定今天是星期五，就是上星期六）。（2）“一星期以后的明天”（假定今天是星期五，就是下星期六）。tomorrow month也有两个意思：（1）“一个月以前的明天”（假定今天是4月5日，就是3月6日）。（2）“一个月以后的明天”（假定今天是4月5日，就是5月6日）。a week ago tomorrow有tomorrow week的第一个意思，a month ago tomorrow有tomorrow month的第一个意思。


ton
 在数字的后面用ton或tons
 都可以，如ten ton(s
 ) of coal。


tone
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




但in a
 tone of apology, in a
 tone of command等表达方式不可改作in tones of apology, in tones
 of command等。


tongs 1．
 a tongs
 =a pair of tongs
 。


2．
 注意Where are
 the tongs里用are。


tongue
 German tongue（德语）等表达方式前面有the。


to(-)night 1．
 该说I shall see him to(-)night，不可在to(-)night前面加上on。


2．
 to(-)night有时指全夜，如I hope to sleep better to(-)night，有时指就寝以前，如I am going to a meeting to(-)night。


3．
 to(-)night在记事里有时指上文说起过的那一夜。例如：She could not to(-)night concentrate her mind.


too 1．
 too通常比also语气轻。


2．
 too（也）在英国不用在句子或从句的开首，但在美国有时这样用，如下面两句是美国英语：


Too
 , your plan will save a lot of money.

You will go to the lecture, too
 , I shall go.

在英国说：

Your plan will save a lot of money too
 .

You will go to the lecture, I shall go too
 .


3．
 说“也不”不可在否定的词的后面用too，如可以说He did not come, and she too did not come
 ，但不可说He did not come, and she did not come too
 ，这里的too该改作either。说“不也”可以在否定的词的后面用too。例如：He came, but she did not come too
 . （他来了，但是她不会［也］来。）


4．
 too beautiful a
 garden比a too beautiful
 garden普通而自然，参见a, an 23
 。通常不说my
 too big dog，最好改作my dog, which is too big。


5．
 下面三句意思相同：

It is too hot to eat
 .

It is too hot to be eaten
 .

It is too hot for eating
 .

但不可说It is too hot for being eaten
 。

下面两句都可以说，但第二句不很自然：

It is too hot for me to eat
 .

It is too hot to be eaten by me
 .

但不可说It is too hot for my eating
 或It is too hot for being eaten by me
 。

下面两句都可以说：

I am too cold to sit outside.

It is too cold to sit outside.


6．
 在过去分词前面，too跟too much的不同相当于very跟much的不同，参见much 3
 (5)


7．
 可以说He could not speak, he was too
 angry。这句里的too的用法跟so 6
 里第五句He could not speak, he was so
 angry里的so的用法相仿。


8．
 谚语Too too will in two（过分亲密的朋友会吵嘴）里没有动词。


9．
 关于only too，参见only 5



10．
 关于none too，参见none 7



11．
 关于too ready to blame others, too ready to make mistakes等表达方式的结构，参见ready 2


比较下面每组里的两句：





top
 at the
 top of the tree, at the
 top of his voice和at the
 top of his speed各种表达方式里都有the，但on top of和on the
 top of都可以说，the似乎不用的多，用的少。on top里没有the。例如：The red book is on top and the black one is underneath. 和He came out on top in the examination.


torment
 关于a tormented voice（一个痛苦的语声）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


torture
 可以说They tortured him to get
 some information，不可说They tortured him to give
 some information。但可以说They tortured him to make him
 to give some information。

关于this tortured moment（这个受苦的时刻）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


tough
 tough用作“兇恶的”或“恶棍”解是美国英语。


tour
 on tour和on a
 tour都可以说。


toward(s)
 在英国towards
 比toward普通，在美国toward比towards
 普通。


town 1．
 关于town和city的区别，参见city 2



2．
 in town，out of town，come to town，go (up) to town，leave town等表达方式里习惯没有the，town指附近的大城，在英国往往指伦敦，有时指附近的大城。指伦敦往往用大写字母开首。在乡村说the
 town指附近的市镇。


3．
 关于down town和up town，参见down(-)town
 和up(-)town



trade 1．
 下面三句意思不同：

He is in trade. （他是零售店主人。）

He is in the
 trade. （他是在这个行业里［不论工业或商业］。）

He is engaged in
 trade. （他从事于商业。）


2．
 by trade通常指carpenter，shoemaker，mason，tailor，blacksmith等职业，不指teacher和writer等职业，如可以说He is a tailor by trade，不说He is a teacher by trade。


3．
 trade union和trades
 union都可以用。


trader 1．
 foreign trader通常指“从事于国外贸易的人”，不指“外国的商人”。


2．
 参见tradesman



tradesman 1．
 tradesman 在英国现在只指小商人，尤其指“零售店主”，trader指“把货物供给零售商的大商人”。


2．
 tradesman 指“手艺人（craftsman或artisan）”，现在只用在美国，但也不很普通。


tradespeople
 tradespeople 指“小商人（tradesman）”，往往包括他们的家属。


tradition
 tradition 统指“传统”或“传说”，a tradition是“一个传统或传说”，traditions
 是“多个传统或传说”。


traffic
 traffic 前面很少加a，如A
 brisk traffic was going by。


tragedy
 统指“悲剧”，说tragedy, the
 tragedy或tragedies
 都可以。


tragic(al)
 tragical 现在远不及tragic普通。相当于两种形式的副词是tragically。


train 1．
 train 指“列车”，并不指“一节车厢”。“一节车厢”该说a
 carriage，a
 coach或a
 car，说“多节车厢”该说carriages
 ，coaches
 或cars
 。a
 car和cars
 是美国英语，参见car



2．
 下面每组里的第一句主要是英国英语，第二句主要是美国英语：





3．
 railway train=train


4．
 比较下面两句：

They trained him to fly
 . （他们训练他飞行。）

They trained him for flying
 . （他们训练他，使他学习飞行。）

用for ...ing表示那 ...ing成为一个科目。


5．
 比较下面四句：

She trained as a nurse. （她受训做护士。）

She was training as a nurse. （她正在受训做护士。）

She was trained as a nurse. （1．她受训做护士。2．她已经被训练成护士。）

She was being trained as a nurse. （她正在受训做护士。）


tram
 tram（电车）是英国英语，在美国说“电车”通常用street(-)car，trolley或trolley-car（或trolley car）。


tram(-)car
 tram(-)car（电车）=tram


tram(-)line
 tram(-)line（有轨电车路线）是英国英语，在美国“有轨电车路线”通常说street(-)car line或street(-)railway。


tramway
 tramway=tram(-)line


trample
 trample和trample on
 （或upon
 ）似乎没有区别。


transfer
 下面两句意思相同，第二句似乎只用在美国：

He was
 soon transferred
 to another school.

He soon transferred
 to another school.


transient
 transient在英国很不普通，但在美国很普通。在美国往往用作temporary，casual，ephemeral或periodical解。有时用作名词，指“暂时的寄宿者”。


translate(d) 1．
 I shall translate this story into
 English等句子里的into不可改作in或to。


2．
 translated edition指“译本”，不指“原文本”，参见revise(d) 2



translation
 注意下面两句里的the：

He did translation from the
 English for years.

He worked at translations from the
 English for years.


translator
 谚语　Translators, traitors. （翻译者都不忠实。）等于Translators are traitors.


transpire
 transpire用作“发生”解，主要用在报纸、商业文件和公文里。


transport(ation)
 “运输”（不论指人或货物）在英国通常用trasnsport，在美国通常用transportation。


Transvaal
 Transvaal（南非地名）前面有the。


travel(led) 1．
 下面第三句跟第二句意思相同：

He has travelled in
 Europe.

He has travelled through
 Europe.

He has travelled Europe.


2．
 说“游历”往往用复数形式travels
 。例如：

He is just back from his travels
 .

He is writing a book about his travels
 .

He saw many strange things on (或during，或in) his travels abroad.

He likes books of travels
 .

第四句里的travels
 改作单数形式也可以。


3．
 “游记文学”该用复数形式travels
 。例如：He prefers travels
 to fiction.


4．
 不可说a
 travel，也不可说many travels。


5．
 travelled（富有旅行经验的、曾到过很多地方的）是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。例如：He is widely travelled.


traveller
 African traveller有时指“旅行的非洲人”，有时指“在非洲旅行者”，English African traveller指“在非洲旅行的英国人”。


treat 1．
 下面两句意思相同：

The article treats an important subject.

The article treats of
 an important subject.


2．
 注意Which doctor is treating you for
 this trouble? 里用for。


trip 1．
 trip在英国通常指短距离的行程，在美国往往指长距离的行程，a trip to the moon主要是美国英语。make
 a trip和take
 a trip都可以说。在美国用make通常指“有特定目的的行程”，用take通常指“旅行”。


2．
 pleasure
 trip是“把游玩做目的的行程”，跟pleasant
 trip不同。pleasure trip跟business trip相反。


triplicate
 a letter in triplicate是“有一式三份的某信”，a triplicate of a letter是“某信的第二副本”。


trolley 1．
 trolley用作“电车”解是美国英语。也作trolley-car或trolley car。


2．
 trolley或trolley-car（或trolley car）是“有轨电车”，trolley-bus（或trolley bus）或trolley-coach（或trolley coach）是“无轨电车”，不可混淆。


trolley-bus
 参见trolley 2



trolley-car
 参见trolley



trolley-coach
 参见trolley 2



troop
 a troop是“一队骑兵”，two
 troops是“两队骑兵”，several
 troops是“若干队骑兵”。但troops指“军队”，those troops是“那些军队”，a thousand
 troops
 是“一千个兵”。


trouble(d) 1．
 说“努力”或“辛劳”只可用单数形式trouble，不可用复数形式troubles
 。take trouble里没有the，但take the
 trouble to...（不定式）里必须有the。例如：He was good enough to take trouble. 和He was good enough to take the
 trouble to open
 the door.


2．
 He was as well rewarded for his troubles
 as for his trouble是“他为了他的种种困难，正像为了他的努力一样，得到了充分的报酬。”就是说“他不曾白费力，也不曾白吃苦。”


3．
 谚语Never trouble trouble till trouble troubles you是“烦恼寻你没办法，总勿自去寻烦恼”。用作名词的trouble前面没有the。


4．
 The trouble is that we have not much paper left等句在口语里往往省去The，改作Trouble is that...


5．
 I had little trouble (in
 ) getting the work done里的in可有可无。


6．
 I am troubled with
 chilblains和I am troubled by
 chilblains都可以说。


7．
 关于a troubled look（一个烦恼的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


troublesome
 troublesome是“令人烦恼的”，不是“感觉麻烦的”。


trouser(s) 1．
 “一条裤子”该说a pair
 of trousers。a trouser也有人用，但不算正当。


2．
 trouser pocket和trousers pocket（裤袋）都可以用。


3．
 trousers指男子的长裤，并不泛指一切裤子。二次大战后，英美女子也有穿长裤的。


trouser(s)-pocket
 参见trouser(s) 2



truck
 truck用作“商品蔬菜”解是美国英语。


true 1．
 What I have said is also true of
 us Chinese（我所说的话对于我们中国人也是对的）和The same may be true of
 your friends（你的朋友们也许也是这样）等句子里习惯用of。


2．
 True, ...和It is ture that...作“…虽然是真的”解，后面通常有but...。例如：


True
 , this is much cheaper than that, but
 it is not half so strong. （这个当然比那个便宜得多，但是不及那个的一半坚固。）


It is true that
 the sentence is grammatically perfect, but
 it does not read naturally. （这句子虽然在语法上是完美的，但是它读起来不自然。）

这两句可以改作：

This is much cheaper than that, it is true, but
 it is not half so strong.

The sentence is grammatically perfect, it is true, but
 it does not read naturally.

下面有三点该注意：

（1）在没有“虽然”的意思的时候不该用True, ...或...it is true，但可以用it is true。例如：

Never is perhaps an exaggeration, but it is true
 that he often speaks for hours together without mispronouncing a single word.

You may not think much of my work, it is true
 , however, that I always do my best.

（2）True, ...里偶尔在True后面加上enough。

（3）It is ture that...偶尔作True that...。


trunk
 参见trunk-call



trunk-call
 trunk-call（长途电话）或trunk call主要用在英国，在美国通常说long-distance call。


trust 1．
 trust（名词）后面接in，如his trust in
 her。


2．
 下面三句意思略有不同：

I trust him. （我信任他［相信他不会辜负我］。）

I trust in
 him. （我信赖他［相信他必能有益于我］。）

I trust to
 him. （有时跟第一句相同，有时跟第二句相同，但往往含有“过分相信”的意思。）

下面三句里用trust，trust in或trust to似乎都可以：

I do not always trust (或trust in，或trust to) my own judgement.

I trust (或trust in，或trust to) your discretion.

You had better not trust (或trust in，或trust to) the impulse of the moment.


3．
 下面第一句和第二句意思相同，但第三句意思略有不同：

I will trust him with
 the money. （我要把这钱托给他。）

I will trust the money to
 him. （跟第一句相同）

I will trust the money with
 him. （我要把这钱交给他。）


4．
 下面两句意思不同：

I trust to see
 him again some day. （我很希望有一天再见他。）

I trust to seeing
 him again some day. （我相信必有一天再见他。）


5．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，但第一句比第二句通俗：





6．
 下面两句意思相同，第一句比第二句普通。

He trusts the little girl to walk
 over the bridge alone.

He trusts the little girl about walking
 over the bridge alone.

下面两句意思相同：

Trust him to get
 away with it. （［你可以放心］他总会干了坏事而安然无事的。［讥讽语］）

Trust him for getting
 away with it.


trustful
 trustful是“深信不疑的”。trustworthy是“值得信任的”，就是“可靠的”。trusty作trustworthy解现在不普通。


trustworthy
 参见trustful



trusty
 参见trustful



try 1．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




每组里的第一句多用在文字里。第二句多用在口语里。第二句比第一句语气重些。参见and 5



2．
 try后面接不定式或动名词都有。例如：Have you ever tried to cook
 ?和Have you ever tried cooking
 ? 用不定式比用动名词普通。用了动名词把它所表示的动作看作一件特别的事，比较下面两句：

He tried to read
 , but he was too tired to read much.

He tried reading
 , but that could not make him forget his trouble.

下面一句里的writing和painting是指“写作”和“绘画”两件事，跟下文various other things处于同等地位，不可改作to write和to paint：

To make a living. Tom had tried writing, painting
 , and various other things, but had failed in all.

下面两句里也用动名词，不用不定式：

Try knocking
 at the back door if nobody hears you at the front door.

Try cooking
 the vegetable, if you don't like it uncooked.


3．
 The judge tried the case yesterday（这审判员昨天审理这案件）等句是英美通用的。The lawyer tried the case yesterday（这律师［在法庭上］昨天办理这案件）等句是美国英语。


4．
 try用作名词是类名词。例如：Let me have a
 try at it. 和I had three tries
 and succeeded each time.


Tuesday
 参见Friday



turf
 turf是物质名词，也是类名词，如a strip of turf和a turf。


turn 1．
 下面三句都作“我已经三十岁以上了”解：

I have
 turned thirty.

I am
 turned of
 thirty.

I am
 turned thirty.

注意：（1）不可说I have
 turned of
 thirty。（2）第二句和第三句里的turned是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。（3）第二句嫌旧，不很普通。

可以说She is only a girl just turned
 sixteen。

A school-teacher turned
 novelist published his first work last week里的turned作“成为”解，也是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。参见3



2．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：




参见prove 3



3．
 比较下面各句：

The young woman turned out
 a musician. （这个年轻女子后来被人发现她是一个音乐家。［她原来是音乐家，不过人家不知道。］）

The young woman turned into
 a musician. （这个年轻女子成了音乐家。［例如在童话里］）

The young woman turned musician. （这个年轻女子成了音乐家。）

关于第三句，下面几点该注意：

（1）musician是表语，前面没有a。

（2）即使turned的主语是复数，表语也往往用单数形式。例如：Both sisters turned musician(s
 ).

（3）这结构通常表示突然的或者不很好的变化。例如：

As my mother was ill, I had to turn cook.

He wondered why his sister had turned nun.

He said he would never turn traitor.


4．
 by turns
 和in turn不同。by turns
 是“轮流地”或“忽而…忽而…地”。例如：The five boys read the poem by turns
 . 和He was happy and unhappy by turns
 . in turn是“依次相继地”。例如：The five boys read the poem in turn. 和I told him and he in turn told his brother.

下面两句意思不同：

The five boys read the poem by turns
 . （这五个男孩轮流读这首诗。［每人也许读多次。］）

The five boys read the poem in turn
 . （这五个男孩依次读这首诗。［每人只读一次。］）

在下面一句里用in turns
 ，不用in turn或by turns：

They took it in turns to keep watch at the gate.


5．
 比较下面两句：

We went as far as the brook and then turned back
 （回转来）.

When we heard him call us, we turned round
 （转身）.


tutor 1．
 tutor后面接in，如a tutor in
 geometry。


2．
 tutor用作不及物动词作“在家庭教师辅导下学习”解是美国用法。


TV
 TV=television，前面用on，参见television



twenty 1．
 twenty有时用作“许多的”解。例如：I have heard of it twenty
 times．参见fifty 1



2．
 参见eighty



twin 1．
 twin指“两个双胞胎的一个”，说“两个双胞胎”该用复数形式twins
 。


2．
 可以说He (或She) is my twin。


two
 关于an hour or two和one or two hours，参见a, an 20
 (1)和one 8



type 1．
 下面两句意思相同：

He was a perfect type of the
 Chinese scholar of the old school（老派）.

He was a perfect type of Chinese scholar of the old school.把a改作the也可以。


2．
 下面各种表达方式都可以说：

a new type of bus

a new type of buses
 （比较少见）

some new types
 of bus

some new types
 of buses



3．
 参见type(-)write



type(-)script
 除了在必须说明是打字稿而不是手写稿的时候以外，即使打字稿也作manuscript而不叫type(-)script。


type(-)setter
 type(-)setter多用在美国，在英国通常用compositor。


type(-)write
 type(-)write现在不及type普通，如Type(-)write
 this letter for me不及Type
 this letter for me普通。但在必须说用打字机打出（而不是手写）的时候最好用type(-)write。例如：Contributions must be type-written
 .


type(-)writer 1．
 type(-)writer用作“打字者”解现在极不普通，该改用typist。


2．
 I shall copy the letter on
 a type(-)writer和I shall copy the letter with
 a type(-)writer都可以说。


typical 1．
 下面两句里typical...前面用a或the都可以：

Lincoln was a
 (或the
 ) typical American patriot。（林肯是个典型的美国爱国者。）

He is a
 (或the
 ) typical absent-minded professor, always leaving his umbrella and other possessions in the bus or the tram. （他就是最典型的心不在焉的教授，老是把伞或其他东西遗忘在公共汽车或电车里。）


2．
 typical后面接of。例如：It was typical of
 him that he always replied to a letter the day he received it.


typographic(al) 1．
 typographical比typographic普通。


2．
 typographic(al)error通常作“印刷上的错误”解，有时作“打字上的错误（typing error）”解。


tyrannic(al)
 现在可以说只用tyrannical，不用tyrannic。


tyrannize
 tyrannize现在通常用作不及物动词，后面接over。


tyrant
 tyrant在古希腊指“僭主”或“僭王”，却不问他是否暴虐或专横。对于“正统”的君王，即使极暴虐或专横，也不叫tyrant。


Tyrol
 Tyrol（奥地利西部和意大利北部地名）前面通常有the。




U




U. K.
 (或UK
 ) U. K. (或UK)=United Kingdom，前面通常有the，偶尔没有。


Ukraine
 Ukraine（乌克兰）前面通常有the。


ultimo
 ultimo（简写作ult.）作“上月的”解，如the 28th ultimo（或ult.）。现在不及从前普通，最好不用，该用of last month或说明月份，如the 28th of last month和28 November。注意ultimo是形容词，不是名词，所以不可说of ultimo。事实上简写形式ult. 比较常用。


U. N.
 (或UN
 ) U. N. (或UN)=United Nations（联合国），前面通常有the，偶尔没有。


unadvisable
 un
 advisable比in
 advisable普通。


uncle
 参见aunt



unchristian
 unchristian往往用作“不正当的”或“不合宜的”解。


uncompleted
 参见incomplete



undeceived
 undeceived有两个意思：“不受骗的”（un＋deceived）和“被人提醒的”（undeceive的过去分词）。


under
 参见below



undergarment
 undergarments
 似乎比underwear“文雅”些。


undergraduate
 undergraduate student=undergraduate


underline
 underline现在往往作emphasize解。例如：We must underline the necessity of...和Her tones underline her meaning so that no-one can mistake it.


underneath
 参见below



undersigned
 公文里往往用the undersigned代替I或we。


understand 1．
 Do you understand French? 和Can
 you understand French? 都可以说，用Do比用Can普通。


2．
 可以说I find it difficult to make myself understood和Have I made myself understood clearly? 但不可说I find it difficult to make you
 understood，该改作I find it difficult to help you (to) make yourself understood。


3．
 比较下面两句：

I understand
 （据我所知、如是我闻）that he is quite strong again.

I know
 （［确实］知道）that he is quite strong again.

但I understand why
 he has got quite strong again so quickly里的understand作“（完全）明白”解。


understanding
 understanding（形容词）后面接of。例如：The author became more understanding of
 our appreciation.


uneasy 1．
 uneasy不可用作“不容易的”解。


2．
 uneasy后面有时接以lest引导的从句。例如：The news made me uneasy lest
 you should suffer from the typhoon.


unemployed
 the
 unemployed指“失业者”。有时省去the，如a group of unemployed。


unequal
 I am afraid he is unequal to doing
 that里的doing不可改作do，参见equal 1



unfortunately 1．
 unfortunately可以用于重大的事，也可以用于琐屑的事。例如：

Unfortunately, the old man died before the doctor arrived.

Unfortunately, it rained all the time I was there.


2．
 下面三句意思相同：


Unfortunately
 , the message failed to arrive in time.

The message, unfortunately
 , failed to arrive in time.

The message failed to arrive in time, unfortunately
 .


unfrequent
 un
 frequent不及in
 frequent普通。


unhappily
 unhappily作unfortunately解，用法也相同，参见unfortunately



uniform
 in uniform，in German uniform，wear uniform，don uniform等表达方式里习惯不用a。


uninterested
 参见disinterested



unit
 在美国往往把a unit用作形容词短语，作“一致的”或“同意的”解。例如：The two experts are not yet a unit
 about it. 和They are a unit
 on the question.


united 1．
 United Kingdom前面有the。


2．
 United States或United States of America前面有the。


3．
 United Nations（联合国）在语法上当作单数。


university 1．
 关于university，college和school的区别，参见college 1



2．
 Oxford University，Harvard University，Cornell University等前面习惯没有the。Oxford是地名，Harvard和Cornell是人名。


3．
 注意下面每组里的第一句和第二句里没有the，第三句里有the：




at university和go to university也有人用，但很不普通。


unknown 1．
 unknown后面接to。例如：All this is unknown to
 her.


2．
 unknown可以用在名词后面。例如：I often receive letters from persons unknown
 .


3．
 unknown有时用作副词，后面接to，作“…所不知道地”解。例如：He went out of the room unknown to
 her.


unless 1．
 unless=if...not，但语气比if...not重，如unless it is fine tomorrow语气比if it is not fine tomorrow重。


2．
 以unless引导的从句里的动词用现在时，不用将来时，如unless it is
 fine tomorrow里用is，不用will be。unless you will see him tomorrow里的will表示意志。


3．
 下面每句里用虚拟现在式，现在远不及用陈述现在式普通：

Unless it be
 (或is
 ) fine tomorrow, we shall not sail.

Unless he study
 (或studies
 ) harder, he will lag behind.

Unless she have
 (或has
 ) already done her best, she does not deserve the prize.


4．
 unless=if...not，但下面两句意思不同：

If he were not my friend, I should not expect his help. （假使他不是我的朋友，我将不期望他的帮助。［他是我的朋友，所以我期望他的帮助。］）

Unless he were my friend, I should not expect his help. （除非他是我的朋友，我将不期望他的帮助。［他并不是我的朋友，所以我不期望他的帮助。］）

If I were a bird, I could fly和Unless I were a bird, I could not fly都是“我不是鸟，所以我不能飞。”却不可说Unless I were not a bird, I could fly。

但下面每组里的两句意思相同：





5．
 可以说You must not use my pen unless writing a letter，但不可说You must not use my pen unless wiping it afterwards。因为第一句里的unless writing a letter等于unless you are writing a letter，第二句里的unless wiping it afterwards等于unless you are wiping it afterwards，讲不通。第二句里的unless该改作without。


6．
 unless and until作until解。


unpractical
 参见impractical



unread
 unread用于人作“没有学问的”解。例如：The notion of an unread Shakespeare is still widely prevalent in England. （认为莎士比亚是个没有学问的人，这种见解在英国还是很流行的。）参见read 5



unripe
 参见raw



unsettled
 unsettled有两个意思：“未解决的”或“不定的”（un＋settled）和“被扰乱的”（unsettle的过去分词）。


untie(d)
 untied有两个意思：“未被缚住的”（un＋tied）和“被解开了的”（untie的过去分词）。


until 1．
 Until such time as
 you are ready, nothing can usefully be done等句子里的such time as是多余的，最好删去。


2．
 参见till



unused
 unused（不习惯的）后面接to。例如：I am unused to
 this. 和She is unused to
 meeting people. 注意第二句里用meeting，不用meet。参见use(d) 5



unwillingness
 unwillingness后面可以接不定式。例如：Their unwillingness to face
 the dangers of the journey was not surprising.


unworthy
 下面两句意思相同：

This is unworthy to be
 discussed.

This is unworthy of being
 discussed.


up 1．
 up（介词）不可用作“向着…上去”解，如不可说A cat jumped up the roof，该在up后面加上to或on，比较：

A cat jumped up the ladder. （一只猫在梯子上跳上去［一跳一跳地上去］。）

A cat jumped up to
 (或on
 ) the ladder. （一只猫向着梯子跳上去［一刹那的动作］。）


2．
 up to（能胜任…）里的to是介词，后面可以接动名词，如I'm sorry, but I am so tired that I am really not up to going
 to the theatre with you tonight和He did not feel up to arguing
 with me that morning里的going和arguing不可改作go和argue。


3．
 Time is up是“时间完了”，不是“…的时间到了”，不可说Time is up for lunch或Time is up to go home。He looked at his watch to see whether his quarter of an hour was up是“他看着他的表，看他（所有）的一刻钟是否已经完了”。


4．
 关于up和down的区别，参见down 1



upon
 upon不及on通俗，在口语里很少用。在句子或从句的末尾的不定式里往往用upon而不用on。例如：In those days he had very little to live upon
 .


upstair(s) 1．
 不论用作形容词或副词，upstairs比upstair普通得多。


2．
 upstairs虽然有时也可以用作名词，但不可说in
 upstairs或to
 upstairs。


up(-)town
 up(-)town是美国英语，指城市的“住宅区”，用作形容词、副词或名词都可以。例如：He lives in an up(-)town street. He lives up(-)town. 和He prefers up(-)town to down(-)town. 在用作副词的时候往往写作up town。


urge 1．
 urge（动词）后面接指人的词和不定式作“敦促（人）…”解，并不含有“那个人果然…”的意思，如He urged her to go并不含有“她去了”的意思，尽可以说He urged her to go, but she refused。


2．
 an urge to go to sea, the urge to write poetry, the travel urge, the creative urge, the urge towards ideal perfection, the urge for adventure等表达方式里的urge作“冲动”或“强烈的欲望”解，似乎主要是美国用法。


3．
 urge（动词，敦促、力劝）后面有时接以that引导的从句，从句里用虚拟现在式。例如：I urge that he do
 (不用does
 ) his best. 和I urged that
 he do
 (不用did
 ) his best.

比较下面两句：

He urges that his son do
 his best. （他劝告他的儿子努力。）

He urges that his son does
 his best. （他力言他的儿子是努力的。）


urgent
 1. urgent后面接不定式作“坚持要…的”解，不作“急需…的”解，如He was urgent to have more是“他坚持要多得些”，不是“他急需多得些”，尽可以说He was urgent to have more, though he had quite enough。


2．
 注意It is urgent that he start
 里用start（虚拟现在式），不用starts
 。


us 1．
 参见we



2．
 下面两句里都用their，不用our，也有人用our，但不合理，不算正当：

Some of us have already handed in their
 compositions.

Many of us have not yet made up their
 minds.


U.S.
 (或US
 ) U.S. (或US)=United States，前面通常有the，偶尔没有。


U.S.A.
 (或USA) U.S.A. (或USA)=United States of America，前面通常有the，偶尔没有。


usage 1．
 这本词典叫A Dictionary of English Usage，那Usage统指一切“惯用法”。a
 usage是“一种惯用法”，usages
 是“多种惯用法”。


2．
 可以说This word is in
 usage和This idiom is in
 wide usage。


use(d) 1．
 in
 use是“被用着的”，of
 use是“有用的”。


2．
 下面各句里的of可有可无：

This book seems to be (of
 ) no use to you.

This book seems to be (of
 ) little use to you.

This book seems to be (of
 ) scarcely any use to you.

(Of
 ) What use is this book to you?

This book doesn't seem (of
 ) much use to you.

I wonder if this book will be (of
 ) any use to you.


3．
 What is the use of
 complaining? 里用of。但Is there any use in
 complaining? 和There is no use in
 complaining里用in。

There is no use to complain
 和There is no use complaining
 都有人说，但都不算正当。


4．
 下面两句里的use作“需要”解，后面接for：

I have no further use for
 the machine.

Will there be any use for
 another copy of the book?

have no use for从“不需要”转作“不喜欢”解。例如：I have no use for such things. 和He has no use for boys with dirty hands. 这原来是美国用法。

注意不可说：

The machine has no further use for me.

Will another copy of the book have any use for us?

Such things have no use for me.

Boys with dirty hands have no use for him.


5．
 下面两句意思相同，注意第一句里用of，有the，第二句里用by，没有the：

This book is prepared specifically for the
 use of
 Chinese students.

This book is prepared specifically for use by
 Chinese students.


6．
 比较下面三句：

He used to do
 it.

He was used to doing
 it.

He was used to do
 it.

第一句表示过去的习惯，used作“惯常”解，是不及物动词。第二句表示过去的情况，used是及物动词的过去分词，作“（被使）习惯的”解，后面接to，那doing是to的宾语。第三句等于第二句，不用doing而用do，不算正当。

下面第一组里的各句相当于上面的第一句，第二组里的各句相当于上面的第二句：




关于第一组，下面几点该注意：

（1）used to...（不定式）里的used的前面或后面可以加上always，often或sometimes。例如：

He always
 used to come by tram.

He used always
 to come by tram.

He often
 used to come by tram.

He used often
 to come by tram.

He sometimes
 used to come by tram.

He used sometimes
 to come by tram.

（2）used to...（不定式）表示过去的习惯。在现代英语里不可用use to...（不定式）表示现在的习惯，如不可说He uses to come by tram。可以说He usually
 comes by tram。

（3）used to...（不定式）除了表示习惯以外往往含有“一向这样”的意思，比较下面每组里的两句：




（4）used to...（不定式）往往含有“跟现在不同”的意思。例如：People used to think that the earth was flat. 和When I was a little boy, I used to sleep with my cat.

（5）used to...（不定式）偶尔用在过去完成时态。例如：He said he had used
 to come by tram. 但不用在现在完成时态。

（6）在疑问句里可以把used用在主语前面，好像助动词一样。例如：Used
 he to come by tram? 也可以说Did he use
 to...? 第一种形式主要用在文字里，第二种形式主要用在口语里。

（7）在否定句里有下面五种表达形式可用：

He used not
 to come by tram.

He usedn't
 to come by tram.

He usen't
 to come by tram.

He didn't use
 to come by tram.

He never used
 to come by tram.

第一种形式主要用在文字里，第二种形式、第三种形式和第四种形式主要用在口语里。第五种形式跟其他四种形式意思不同，作“从来不…”解。

（8）在否定的疑问句里有下面四种表达形式可用：


Used
 he not
 to come by tram?


Usedn't
 he to come by tram?


Usen't
 he to come by tram?


Didn't
 he use
 to come by tram?

第一种形式主要用在文字里，第二种形式、第三种形式和第四种形式主要用在口语里。比较下面两组：





7．
 used to...（不定式）表示过去的习惯，would...也是这样，下面几点该注意：

（1）used to...比would...通俗。

（2）used to...可以指持续的情况，也可以指重复的行动。例如：People used to think that the earth was flat. （持续的情况）和She used to see him every Sunday. （重复的行动）Would只指重复的行动，不指持续的情况，如可以说：She would see him every Sunday. 不可说：People would think that the earth was flat.

（3）used to...比would...客观，如He used to ask me about my studies只说出一个事实，He would ask me about my studies往往含有“他关心我”或“他让我讨厌”等意思。

（4）used to...指经常发生的事，would...指往往发生的事，如She used to
 see him on Sundays是“她经常在星期日见他”。She would
 see him on Sundays是“她往往在星期日见他”。


8．
 used在美国往往用作secondhand解，如used books和used furniture。


useful
 注意下面第一句里用to，第二句里用for：

This book is useful to
 students of English.

This is a useful book for
 students of English.


usual(ly) 1．
 He came at one o'clock as usual
 和He came later than usual
 等句子里的usual不可改作usually
 。在as或than后面省去was，但通常不加上was。但He is now more than usually
 happy里的usually当然不可改作usual。


2．
 as usual和usually意思不同。as usual指一次的事，如That day he came at one o'clock as usual。usually指经常的事，如He usually came twice a week。usually可以改作as a rule。例如：As a rule he came twice a week.


3．
 下面两句意思相同，但第二句比第一句语气重（am重读）：

I am usually
 at home in the evening.

I usually
 am at home in the eveing.


utility
 utility在美国往往用作public utility（公用事业，例如电话、自来水、电灯等）解。例如：Does he invest in the utilities? public utility原来也是美国英语。


utmost
 of the
 utmost importance, with the
 utmost pleasure等表达方式里的the最好不省去。




V




vacation 1．
 vacation前面往往没有the。例如：

They are on vacation.

She wrote a short story by way of diversion in vacation.

Vacation is at an end.

summer vacation，Christmas vacation等表达方式前面通常有the，但偶尔没有the。


2．
 vacation在英国通常指法院和大学的假期，但在美国指任何假期，下面两句都是美国英语：

The policemen are on their vacation.

The workmen took a day's vacation.


3．
 vacation用作动词作“休假”解是美国用法。例如：They are vacationing at the seaside.


vacationist
 vacationist是美国英语，相当于英国的holidaymaker。


vain 1．
 比较下面四句：

It was vain for me to try.

I tried in vain.

It was in vain that I tried.

It was in vain for me to try.

第一句里用形容词vain做表语。第二句里用状语短语in vain形容tried。第三句是第二句的强势式（参见it 5
 ）。第四句把in vain用作形容词短语，有人以为不正当。All my efforts were (in
 ) vain里用in也有人以为不正当。


2．
 In vain the horse kicked and reared, but he could not unseat his rider里既用In vain，又用but，不合理。该把In vain删去，或把but删去，reared后的逗号改作分号。


valiant
 valiant远不及brave普通。


valley
 Yangtze Valley（长江流域）和Nile Valley等前面有the。


valuable 1．
 参见invaluable



2．
 下面第一句里用for或to都可以，第二句里用for：

This book is valuable for
 （或to
 ）students of English.

This is a valuable book for
 students of English.


value(d) 1．
 It is of
 no value和Of
 what value is it等句子里的of最好不省去。


2．
 your valued letter和your valued favour是商业信函里的陈套语。在一般通信里该避免。


vanish(ed)
 a vanished age，a vanished dynasty，vanished London等表达方式里的vanished作“已消逝的”解，是不及物动词的过去分词用作形容词。


various
 various of them，various of the rooms等表达方式里的various用作代词，不算正当。Various have said so里的various作various people解，也不算正当。


Vatican
 Vatican（梵蒂冈）或Vatican Palace（或Vatican palace），Vatican Hill（或Vatican hill）和Vatican City前面都有the。


V Day
 （或V-Day
 ，或V day
 ，或V-day
 ） V Day指“（第二次世界大战的）胜利日”，就是1946年12月31日，V指Victory，前面没有the。


V-E
 （或VE
 ） 参见V-E Day



V-E Day
 （或VE day
 ，或V-E
 ，或VE
 ） V-E Day指“欧洲胜利日”，就是1945年5月8日，V-E指Victory in Europe。前面没有the。


vegetable
 vegetable不是物质名词，如可以说I like this
 vegetable和I like vegetables
 ，不可说I like vegetable。


vent
 通常说She gave vent to
 her grievance，不说She gave her grievance vent，但在被动语态里通常说Her grievance was given vent，没有to。


venturesome
 venturesome比adventuresome普通得多。


venturous
 venturous远不及adventurous普通。


verbal
 verbal用作“口头的（而不是文字上的）”解不算正当，说“口头的”最好用oral。


verdict
 verdict后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：The jury returned a verdict that
 the woman had taken her life while the balance of her mind was disturbed.


vermicelli
 vermicelli（细面条）是物质名词，不指一根面条。


vermin
 复数形式vermins
 现在很不普通，该避免，如该说these vermin和Vermin infest everything，不该说these vermins
 和Vermins
 infest everything。


verse
 参见poem



very 1．
 关于very和much的区别，参见much 3



2．
 not very直译作“不很”，但英美人用not very通常作“不”解，不过语气婉转些罢了。如It is not very good并不等于It is only moderately good，却等于It is not good或It is rather bad。


vest
 vest在英国指在美国所说的undershirt，在美国指在英国所说的waistcoat。在英国把vest用作waistcoat解的也有，但大都用在裁缝店的广告里。


veteran
 veteran在英国指“富有军事经验的人”，在美国往往指任何“退伍军人”（ex-service man）。


vex
 vexed
 question是“被许多人讨论（而意见分歧）的问题”，vexing
 question是“使人感觉烦恼的问题”。


via
 下面两句里的via最好改作through：

I learnt of the accident via
 the newspaper.

The message came to me via
 a friend.


vice
 vice统指“（道德上的）罪恶”，a
 vice是“一种（道德上的）罪恶”，vices
 是“多种（道德上的）罪恶”。


victim 1．
 victim是“受害者”，不一定“死”，如a relief fund for the earthquake victims和the victims who have survived the disaster。但用在病名的前面通常指“因某病而死者”。


2．
 He fell (a
 ) victim to the secret police和She fell (a
 ) victim to the lion等句子里的a可有可无。They
 fell victim to...里当然没有a，但通常用victims
 。


Victorian
 Victorian作“英国女王Victoria（1837年即位，1901年死）时代的”解，往往含有“守旧”，“拘谨”或“不合时宜”的意思。


victory
 victory统指“胜利”，a
 victory是“一次胜利”，victories
 是“多次胜利”。


videlicet
 参见viz



view 1．
 在用作“意见”解的时候单数形式后面接of，复数形式后面接on或of。例如：What is your view of
 this policy? 和What are your views on
 （或of
 ）this policy?


2．
 in view of作“因为…”或“鉴于…”解。例如：In view of these facts, we can do a great deal. 和This may be interesting in view of the fact that the boy has never been taught to read. 注意view前面没有a或the。这语不作“以…为目的”解。


3．
 with a view to通常作“以…为目的”解，有时作“希望得到…”解，是正式用语，下面有三点该注意：

（1）用a，不用the。

（2）在用作“以…为目的”解的时候后面通常接动名词，有时接名词，如with a view to improving
 it和with a view to its improvement。也有人不用动名词而用不定式的，如with a view to improve
 it，但不很普通。

（3）在用作“希望得到…”解的时候后面当然接名词。例如：He said this with a view to the vacant position.


4．
 with the view of作“以…为目的”解，下面有三点该注意：

（1）with a
 view of也有人用，但不算正当。

（2）不及with a view to普通。

（3）后面只接动名词，不接名词。


5．
 views（意见）往往跟facts（事实）对比。例如：What he wants is facts, not views.


view(-)point
 view(-)point不算正当，最好用point of view。


vintage
 of...vintage（of后面没有the）作“…时代的品种的”解，如cars of prewar vintage和ink sticks（墨）of Ming dynasty（明朝）vintage。


virtue
 virtue统指“美德”，a
 virtue是“一种美德”，virtues
 是“多种美德”。


visit(ing) 1．
 不论用作名词或动词，现在visit在英国比在美国用得少，有下面五点该注意：

（1）在英国说医生到病家出诊，牧师到教区里的人家和公务人员的视察，都用visit。但说一般的“访问”用call而不用visit，用了visit含有“逗留几天”的意思。例如：

He made a call on the artist the other day.

I shall call on you this evening.

She paid us a five-day visit last year.

When she visited us last year, she told us a story every evening.

（2）在英国用call的场合，在美国往往用visit。

（3）visiting list（该去访问的人名单）英美通用。

（4）visiting card（或visiting-card，访客名片）是英国英语，不是美国英语，在美国反而用calling card（或calling-card）。

（5）visit在美国往往用作“叙谈”解。例如：

I met him in the park yesterday and much enjoyed the visit.

He had a pleasant visit with her over the telephone.

I used to visit with him in his office.

注意第二句和第三句里在visit后面用with。


2．
 比较下面两句：

He happened to be visiting shanghai（访问上海、在上海观光）at the time of the Exhilition.

He happened to be visiting in
 Shanghai（在上海访问亲友）at the time of the Exhilition.


visitor
 注意Mr Wakefield is a daily visitor at
 the Rectory里用at。


visualize
 visualize不及imagine或picture通俗。


vitamin 1．
 vitamin（维生素）不是物质名词，如可以说This food contains a
 vitamin和This food contains vitamins
 ，不可说This food contains vitamin。


2．
 vitamin A，vitamin B等前面没有the。


3．
 vitamin B不可改作B vitamin，但说“一种维生素B”和“几种维生素B”却不说a vitamin B和vitamin Bs，而说a B vitamin和B vitamins。


viz
 (.) viz或viz.是拉丁词videlicet
 的简写形式，习惯用viz或viz.而不用videlicet
 。作namely解，通常读作namely（参见namely
 ）。后面可以有逗号，但通常没有。


V-J
 参见V-J Day



V-J Day
 （或VJ day
 ，或V-J
 ，或VJ
 ） V-J Day指“对日胜利日”，就是1945年8月14（或15？）日（停战日），有时指1945年9月2日（正式投降日），V-J指Victory in Japan。前面没有the。


vocabulary 1．
 vocabulary（词汇）有时指“所识单词的总数”，有时指“所用单词的总数”。决不可用来指一个单词，如不可说He has only a few hundred vocabularies
 ，该改作He has a vocabulary of only a few hundred words。复数形式vocabularies
 是“多种词汇”，如the vocabularies
 of geographical and occupational dialects。


2．
 vocabulary有时被用作物质名词。例如：The selection of vocabulary is of great importance in teaching elementary English.


voice
 voice通常指“人声”，有时指“动物声”，并不指一切声音（sound），如不可说I heard the voice of rain和His knock made a loud voice。the voice of the wind和the voice of the waves是可说的，但这两种表达方式把风声和浪声比作“人声”，并不是voice统指一切声音。


volume
 a history in
 five volumes等表达方式里习惯用in，不用of。


vote 1．
 说“选举权”在vote前面该有the，有时用a。例如：Women as well as men have the
 （或a
 ）vote in our country today.


2．
 vote后面可以接不定式或for。例如：

A majority of the members of the club voted to admit
 him.

They voted for
 a change in the system.


3．
 下面两句意思不同：

They are going to vote for
 the motion. （他们将［投票］赞成这项动议。）

They are going to vote on
 the motion. （他们将［投票］表决这项动议。）


4．
 About a hundred people were voted that morning作“那天早上大约有100个人参加选举”解，是美国英语。


5．
 可以说I shall vote for
 you to lead
 our team。


6．
 可以说Fifteen voted for
 and twelve (voted) against
 （15票赞成，12票反对）。


voyage 1．
 make
 a voyage和take
 a voyage都可以说。


2．
 voyage有时指“航空行程”。


vulgar(ism) 1．
 vulgar word，vulgar phrase，vulgar language等表达方式里的vulgar作“粗俗的”或“不雅的”解，并不含有“污秽”的意思，如把like用作as解有人以为是vulgar。


2．
 vulgarism作vulgar word或vulgar phrase解。




W




wage(s)
 现在复数形式比单数形式普通。wages
 的后面偶尔接属于单数形式的动词。在a的后面只可用wage，不可用wages
 。


wage(-)worker
 wage(-)worker是美国英语，相当于英国英语中的wage earner。


waist
 long waist和short waist不指腰围的大小，却指腰部上下的高低，说腰围的大小该用large waist和small waist。


wait 1．
 wait at
 table是英国英语，wait on
 table是美国英语，wait table（没有介词）也是美国英语。


2．
 参见await



waltress
 waitress在英国指旅馆或餐馆里的女服务员，在美国也指家庭里在进餐时侍候的受雇女子。


wake
 参见awake



waken
 参见awake



walk 1．
 下面两句意思不同：

The girl is walking out
 with her mother. （这女孩正在跟她的母亲走出去。）

The girl is out walking
 with her mother. （这女孩正在外面跟她的母亲一道散步。）


2．
 下面每组里的两句意思不同：




walk out on是美国英语。


3．
 He is walking out with her和She is walking out with him直译作“他正在跟她一道走出去”和“她正在跟他一道走出去”。但英美人说这种话通常是“他正在向她求爱”和“她正在向他求爱”的意思。英美社会里通常只用于所谓的“下等”人。 由于家里房子小，人口多，或者在人家帮佣，没有谈情说爱的场所，只好“走出去”。


4．
 可以说My house is only five minutes' walk to the post-office，下面几点该注意：

（1）five minutes' walk前面可以加上a。

（2）minutes'里的撇号可以省去。

（3）to可以改作from。

（4）加上了a可以把five minutes'改作five-minute。


5．
 I used to take him long walks in the country（在long walks前面没有on）主要是英国英语，在美国几乎总是有on。


6．
 walk on
 two legs（两条腿走路）里的on不可改作with。


7．
 walk of
 life（职业、界）比walk in
 life普通。


wall
 Wall Street（华尔街）前面没有the。


want(ing) 1．
 want在用作名词的时候后面不可接不定式，也不可接of或for和动名词，如不可说his want to go
 或his want of
 （或for
 ）going
 。


2．
 注意下面各句里的want前面没有the：

This work shows want of care.

They were suffering from
 （或for
 ）want of food.

They had to live in caves for
 want of better lodging.

He was then sadly in
 want of occupation.

He was not in
 want of money.


for
 want of引导状语短语，in
 want of引导形容词短语，前面通常用动词to be。第二句里的suffering from
 want of food的from跟suffering连在一起，suffering for
 want of food里的for跟want连在一起。


3．
 动词want后面接不定式和接动名词不同，下面有四点该注意：

（1）不定式也许属于主动语态，也许属于被动语态，但动名词一定属于主动语态。

（2）假使不定式属于主动语态，want通常作“要”解，是有意志的。例如：I want to see
 him. 和He wants to buy
 an umbrella. 偶尔作“该”或“需要”解，是没有意志的。例如：You want to have
 your tooth out. （你该叫人把你的牙齿拔去。）和One wants to be
 very careful in doing this. （不论谁做这件事，必须十分小心。）

（3）假使不定式属于被动语态，want有时作“要”解，有时作“该”或“需要”解。例如：He wants to be notified
 beforehand. （他要预先被通知。）和The machine wants to be repaired
 . （这机器需要修理。）

（4）动名词属于主动语态，但它的意思是被动的，want作“该”或“需要”解。例如：

The machine wants repairing
 .

The strings want straining
 .

These boxes want numbering
 .

The door wants seeing
 to, it doesn't shut properly.

The machine wants repairing等=The machine wants to be repaired等。注意不可说The machine wants being repaired
 等。参见need 8



4．
 下面两句意思不同：

If you want anything, let me know. （假使你要什么，便告诉我。）

If you want for
 anything, let me know. （假使你需要什么而得不到它，便告诉我。）

want是有意志的，want for
 是没有意志的，它的宾语通常是anything或nothing。


5．
 下面每组里的第一句英美通用，第二句只用在美国：




每组的第二句里的should有时省去，go或take用作虚拟现在式。


6．
 want后面有时接宾语和过去分词。例如：

If you want a thing done
 , do it yourself. （假使你要一件事做好，还是你自己做。）

If you want a thing done
 , go, if not, send. （假使你要一件事做好，就去做，假使你不要一件事做好，叫别人去做。意思是“必须亲自动手才能把事情做好，叫别人做是不可靠的”。）


7．
 I want it done
 quickly和I want it to be done
 quickly意思相同，似乎第一句比第二句语气重。这两句都不可改作被动语态，如不可说It is wanted done quickly或It is wanted to be done quickly。


8．
 下面每组里的第一句是英国英语，第二句是美国英语：





9．
 下面四句意思相同，第二句不很普通。

He wants zeal.

He wants for
 zeal.

He is wanting in
 zeal.

Zeal is wanting in
 him.

参见lack(ing) 1



10．
 可以说Are
 you wanting
 a lawn-mower, by any chance? （你万一还需要剪草器吗？）What is
 he wanting
 now? 有“他（时常要这个，要那个）现在又在要什么了？”的意思。

比较下面四句：

I want
 to consult your dictionary.

I wanted
 to consult your dictionary.

I have wanted
 to consult your dictionary.

I have been wanting
 to consult your dictionary.

第一句说“现在要”，似乎不说am wanting。第二句可能有两个意思：“我在过去的某时要（现在不要了）。”和“我不久以前开始要，现在还是要。”第三句只有第二句的第二个意思。第四句也只有第二句的第二个意思，含有较强的情感，有“急切地要”的意思。


11．
 I want
 to go比I wish
 to go语气重。


12．
 I want (for
 ) you to work harder than before里的for在英国通常不用，在美国通常用。


13．
 He wants you to help him和He wants someone to talk to都只有一个意思。但He wants someone to help him可能有两个意思：“他要某一个人帮助他。”和“他需要有人帮助他。”


14．
 The kitten seems to want in和The kitten seems to want out里的in等于to come in，out等于to go out，是美国用法。


war 1．
 war统指“战争”，a
 war是“一次战争”，wars
 是“多次战争”。


2．
 go to war通常作“开战”解。例如：The country was compelled to go to war with the other. 很少作“从军”解。go to the
 wars
 作“从军”解。例如：He went to the
 wars
 at thirty. 第二种表达方式现在很少用。注意不可说go to a
 war，go to the
 war或go to wars
 。


3．
 在第二次世界大战以前英国人用the Great War指第一次世界大战，美国人用the World War。第二次世界大战发生以后英美人都用World War I和World War II指第一次和第二次世界大战，前面没有the。First World War和Second World War也有人用，前面有the。没有见过Great War I或Great War II，First Great War或Second Great War。


warden
 美国监狱的warden
 （监狱官）相当于英国监狱的governor，跟英国监狱的warder
 （监狱吏、看守）不同。


warder
 参见warden



warn 1．
 下面两句意思相同：

I have warned him not to see
 her again.

I have warned him against seeing
 her again.


2．
 warn后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He warned that
 the bridge was unsafe.


3．
 warn的宾语后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：Did he warn you that
 he might be late?


warning
 warning后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：We received warning that
 the enemy were coming.


wartime
 wartime前面没有the。


was
 严格地说，在虚拟过去式里该用were。例如：If he were
 ten years older, he would understand it better. 和I wish I were
 ten years younger. 但假使那主语是单数，现在（尤其在口语里）往往用was。例如：If he was
 ten years older, he would understand it better. 和I wish I was
 ten years younger. 下面几点该注意：

（1）在英国只说if I were
 you，在美国往往说if I was
 you。

（2）as it were
 里的were不可改作was。as it was
 和as it were
 意思不同，参见as 25


（3）If he were
 ten years older, he would understand it better里的were可以改作was，但Were
 he ten years older, he would understand it better里的Were不可改作Was。

（4）否定词wasn't比weren't普通。

（5）if...were
 to...（不定式）着重在“设想”，if...was
 to...（不定式）着重在“预定”。例如：

If she were
 to call, tell her to wait.

If she was
 to be advised, it should be done with tact.

（6）关于as if和as though后面的用were或was，参见as 18


（7）下面两句里的was是陈述过去式，不是虚拟过去式，当然不可改作were：

He used to wait for me if I was
 not at home when he called.

If he was
 there that evening, I did not see him.

（8）下面两句里的was都用在属于过去时态的间接疑问句里，不该改作were。英美人也有用were的，但现在似乎比从前少：

He asked her whether she was
 aware of it.

She wondered if I was
 not talking nonsense.

（9）下面两句里的was是为了时态的呼应而用的，不可改作were：

He would like to know that his son was
 likely to be elected.

If I could drive a car, I should feel that I was
 doing something great. 事实上第一句的was改作is普通些，第二句的was改作am普通些。


wash
 wash down是“用水冲洗”。例如：They are washing down the car（或carrigae，walls等）.


wash-hand-stand
 参见wash-stand



washing(-)stand
 参见wash-stand



washlady
 washlady（洗衣妇）是美国英语，相当于英国的washerwoman。


wash(-)stand
 wash(-)stand，washing-stand和wash-hand-stand都作“洗面台”解，似乎wash-hand-stand只用在英国。


washwoman
 washwoman（洗衣妇）是美国英语，相当于英国的washerwoman。


waste 1．
 It is (a
 ) waste of time（或money，speech等）等句子里的a可有可无。


2．
 waste是“浪费”，跟spend不同，下面两句里的waste用得不对，该改作spend：

You should learn to waste
 your money properly.

I hope to waste
 a pleasant morning with you tomorrow.


3．
 waste my（或his等）time后面可以接现在分词。例如：He said I was wasting my time reading such books.


waste(-paper)-basket
 在英国通常用waste-paper-basket，在美国通常用waste-basket。


watch 1．
 下面两句意思不同：

We watched them pass
 （或passing
 ）. （我们看着他们过去。）

We watched for
 them to pass
 . （我们等待着看他们过去。）

第一句里没有for，那不定式pass没有to，或者不用不定式而用现在分词，第二句里有for，那不定式pass有to。

假使watch的宾语所指的人或物的动作是一刹那便完成的，通常用不定式，假使是进行的，通常用现在分词。例如：

Watch that boy jump
 !

Watch that boy jumping
 up and down.


2．
 用在chance或opportunity的前面，watch或watch for都作“等待”解。


3．
 注意下面第一句里没有the，第二句里有the：

He was standing on watch
 .

Be on the watch
 for the enemy.


water 1．
 复数形式waters
 往往指海、湖或河里的水，如in Chinese waters
 和the waters
 of the lake。


2．
 关于a glass of water和a cup of water，参见glass 2



waxworks
 waxworks（蜡像陈列馆）原来是waxwork（蜡像）的复数形式，但通常被看作单数，如a
 waxworks。


way(s) 1．
 way（方法）后面接不定式或of和动名词都可以。例如：That is the best way to do
 it. 和That is the best way of doing
 it.


2．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





3．
 下面五句里的this way，that way，which way，your own way和his way的前面习惯没有in：

Please come this way.

They went that way.

Which way do they look?

You may do it your own way.

Opportunity came his way more than once.

the hard way（艰苦地、不容易地）前面也没有in。例如：

His parents helped him to learn self-reliance the hard way.

English spelling, I am afraid, has to be learnt the hard way.

下面每组里的三句意思相同。第一句最普通，第三句最不普通：




下面一句里的the way前面的in和后面的in which都可有可无，通常没有。例如：

He does not bother about things (in
 ) the way (in which
 ) his brother does.


4．
 注意下面各句的意思：

I might have been his son(,) the way he talked. （他［跟我］那样说话，好像我是他的儿子［他像父亲教训儿子般地跟我说话］。）

One would think these men owned the earth(,) the way they behave. （他们这样行动，人家竟会以为他们是地球的主人［他们做出不可一世的样子］。）

How silly she is(,) the way she keeps asking questions about this and that! （她不断地问这个，问那个，好不愚笨！）

The boy must be a stranger here(,) the way he looks into the shop windows. （这男孩那样地望着店铺的橱窗里面，看来他一定是第一次来这里。）

The way you work, you must be a very skilful carpenter. （看你的工作方法，你一定是一个很有技术的木匠。）


5．
 by the way，in the way，on the way和in a way各种表达方式不同，下面几点该注意：

（1）by the way有两个意思：“顺便说”和“在途中”。在第一个意思里跟by the bye或incidentally相同，在口语里很常用。例如：By the way, have you ever seen a lion? 和By the way, your cousin told me about it some time ago. 在第二个意思里跟on the way相同。

（2）in the way单独用作“妨碍人的”或“引起不便的”解。例如：I'm afraid I'm in the way. 后面接不定式作“很有…的希望的”解。例如：You are in the way to master the language in a year or two.

（3）on the way作“在路程中的（或地）”解。例如：They are now on the way to the capital. 和He met her on the way.

（4）in a way作“有一些地”解。例如：This is in a way better than that. 和He is in a way proud of it.


6．
 by way of有四个意思：1．“取道…”。2．“以作…”。3．“以…为目的”。4．“做出…的样子”。例如：

She travelled there and back by way of China and Russia.

I write these words by way of introduction. （我写这些文字以作介绍。）

We must number all the items by way of distinguishing them. （我们必须把各个项目编号，使它们区别开来。）

He is by way of paying particular attention. （他在做出特别注意的样子。）

I am by way of being a musician. （我也算一个音乐家。）

下面几点该注意：

（1）用在第二个意思里，by way of后面通常接抽象名词，如commemoration，criticism，disguise，precaution，recognition和reply。假使后面接类名词，可以有a（或an），也可以没有a（或an）。例如：

By way of (a
 ) joke the farmer told him to plant his money in the ground.

She tuned her lute, and by way (a
 ) prelude played a gay little tune.

（2）第四个意思主要用在英国。

（3）I am by way of being a musician比I am a musician婉转。要是说He is by way of being a musician，便有轻视那个人的意思。


7．
 下面两句里都有介词to＋动名词，把becoming改作become和把mastering改作master也可以，但不很普通：

He is on his way to becoming
 a journalist.

She is well on the way to mastering
 English.

这两句里的to改作towards也可以，但不及用to普通。


8．
 下面两句意思相同：

The book is good in more than one way.

The book is good in more ways than one.


9．
 关于see one's way (clear) to...(ing)，参见see 6



10．
 way above，way ahead，way back，way behind，way below，way down，way off，way out west等表达方式都是美国英语，way作away解。


11．
 a long ways
 from，a good ways
 apart等表达方式在英国是方言，但在美国可说是正常的英语。


W. C.
 W. C.=water closet，现在很少用。


we
 下面第一句里的we指“我国的人们”，第二句里的we指报纸或杂志，第三句里的we指“我们一般人”：


We
 are a peace-loving people.


We
 shall soon publish a series of articless on this interesting sudject.


We
 should do our duty.

注意：（1）这三种用法不可混用。（2）第二句里的we是编辑代表报纸或杂志或书的自称，有时竟指那报纸、杂志或书的本身。例如：We are a quarterly. 和We differ from other dictionaries in several ways. （3）第二句里的we不可用在一个人单独著作的文章或书里，明明是自己的意见而偏要说We believe that..., We are of opinion that...等，不算正当。


weak
 weak（薄弱的、不熟练的）后面可以接in或on。例如：He was weak in
 （或on
 ）English spelling（英语拼写）.


weakness
 weakness在作“嗜好”或“爱好”解的时候，前面通常用a，后面接for。例如：He has a
 weakness for
 detective fiction. 下面各句都可以说，但似乎都不很普通：

Detective fiction is a weakness of his.

Detective fiction is one of his weaknesses.

He told me of his weaknesses
 for detective fiction and ghost stories.

Detective fiction and ghost stories are his weaknesses
 .


wear 1．
 wear是持续的动作，put on是一时的动作，如假定你在5点钟穿上一件衣服，在8点钟脱下，那末你在5点钟put on，从5点到8点一直wear着，下面两句都不对：

I shall wear
 my overcoat before I go out. （该把wear改作put on。原句的意思是“我将在出去以前一直穿着大衣。”就是说“我一出去便脱去大衣。”）

In such cold weather I put on
 my overcoat all day. （该把put on改作wear。）


2．
 wear...to...作“穿了…到…去”解。例如：I used to wear a jacket to
 meetings.


3．
 wear and tear（消耗、损坏）比tear and wear普通得多，tear and wear似乎只用在苏格兰。


4．
 He wore
 a black coat可能指习惯，也可能指某一时刻，He was wearing
 a black coat指某一时刻。


5．
 a cloth that will wear是“一种耐穿的布”，a cloth that will not
 wear是“一种穿不破的布”，实际上两种表达方式的意思相同。


wearied
 参见weary



weary
 weary和wearied都比tired语气重，都不及tired普通。wearied比weary语气重。


weather 1．
 关于weather和climate的不同，参见climate



2．
 weather前面不可用a。


3．
 注意in all weathers
 （在不论哪种天气里）中用复数形式。


4．
 下面各句里的this weather等于in
 this weather：

Meat won't keep this weather.

As you have a cold, you had better keep indoors this weather.

Why are all the windows open this weather?


wed(ded)
 wed不及marry通俗，但wedded用作形容词很普通。


Wednesday
 参见Friday



week 1．
 说“两星期”在英国通常用fortnight，在美国通常用two weeks。


2．
 关于this day week，参见day 10
 ，today week跟this day week相同。tomorrow week指一星期后的明天，如假定今天是星期五，就指下星期的星期六。yesterday week指一星期前的昨天，如假定今天是星期五，就指上星期的星期四。Sunday week，Monday week等指最近过去的第二个星期日等，或以后的第二个星期日等，如假定今天是10月30日，星期四，说Sunday week是10月19日或11月9日。


3．
 the week of 4 March作“3月4日开始的一星期”解（3月4日是星期一）。


4．
 关于week end，参见week(-)end



week(-)end 1．
 week(-)end（或week end）普通译作“周末”，就字面讲是正确的，其实指从星期六中午到星期一上午（叫做short week(-)end）或从星期五晚上到星期一上午（叫做long week(-)end）。


2．
 复数形式week(-)ends
 有时用作副词，作“在每个周末”解，这主要是美国用法。例如：I visit my parents week(-)ends
 .


welcome(d) 1．
 welcome用作形容词是“受人欢迎的”，不是“欢迎别人的”。


2．
 You are welcome to...（不定式）作“你尽可以…”解。例如：You are welcome to take
 what you need. You are welcome to（介词）作“你尽可以用”解。例如：You are welcome to
 any book in my library. 注意用形容词welcome，不可用过去分词welcomed
 。Your welcome letter was received yesterday和Your letter is most welcome等句子里也用形容词welcome，不可用过去分词welcomed
 。


3．
 He will be welcomed by us当然作“他将受到我们的欢迎”解，但通常指一时的形式上的欢迎（如开欢迎会），不指长久的心理上的欢迎（如我们喜欢跟他接近）。


4．
 welcome（名词）后面通常接to，如a meeting of welcome to
 the visitors。


5．
 可以说We welcome criticisms和Criticisms will be welcome，但不可说our welcome to criticisms或our welcome to receive criticisms。


well 1．
 I am quite well和She is now well again等句子里的well作“健康的”解。在英国现在只用在表语用法里，不用在定语用法里，如不可说a well man或a well boy。但在美国现在也有时用在定语用法里。


2．
 I am quite well等句子里的well指人。well偶尔也指病。例如：His cold is getting well.


3．
 可以说well enough off（颇富裕的），不可说well off enough。


4．
 关于as well as，参见as 27, 28, 29
 和30



were
 参见was



west 1．
 参见east
 。west（形容词），westerly和western的不同，相当于east（形容词），easterly和eastern的不同。


2．
 the
 West在美国指美国的西部，含有“未开发的资源、无限的机会、没有束缚”等的意思。往往说go to the West或out West。Western也是这样，如Western life。


westerly
 参见west



western
 参见west



Westminster
 Westminster Abbey（威斯敏斯特教堂），Westminster Cathedral和Westminster Hall前面都没有the。


wet
 wet（动词）的过去式和过去分词在英国通常是wetted，在美国通常是wet。


wharf
 wharf的复数形式在英国常是wharfs，在美国常是wharves。


what 1．
 What is he? 是问那个人的职业或身份，它的答语该是He is a professor of physics或He is the governor等，不该是He is George P. Temple或He is my brother等。


2．
 下面各句里的what作whatever解：

I gave him what
 help（或books）I could.

I gave him what
 little help I could.

He used to save what
 little money he earned.


What
 little he does do he does very carefully.

上面各句里的what可以改作the。


3．
 What is required is a
 good book里当然用is。What is required is some
 good books
 里也该用is，不该用are，因为那表语books
 虽然是复数，那主语What却是单数。注意What后面用is。

下面每组里的两句都可以说：




但第一组里的第一句比第二句好，第二组里的第二句比第一句好，因为下面第一组里的第一句比第二句好，第二组里的第二句比第一句好：





4．
 下面两句都不可说：

I do not know what he is and does.

This is what is generally known and you should know.

第一句里的what是表语，属于主格，同时是does的宾语，属于宾格，所以不对，该在and后面加上what he。第二句里的what是is known的主语，属于主格，同时是should know的宾语，属于宾格，所以不对，该在and后面加上what，或把is generally known改作most people know。


5．
 I do not know what he is and does里的what不但同时用在主格和宾格，而且指两个不同的事物。I do not know what he likes and dislikes里的what虽然并不用在两个不同的格，却指两个不同的事物，所以也不对，该在and的后面加上what he。


6．
 下面四句都不可说：

He is the author of what is the best, and which
 is certainly the most popular, of English grammars.

This book discusses much of what is apparently right but which
 is really wrong.

I can never be certain that I am receiving what I want and for which
 I am paying.

You had better write about what you know and in which
 you take a keen interest.

第一句和第二句里的which该删去。第三句里的for which I am paying该改作am paying for。第四句里的in which you take a keen interest该改作take a keen interest in。


7．
 what=that（或those）which。下面两句都不可说：

What I am interested in you may not be interested.

What I am interested in regard to this matter has nothing to do with you.

第一句该在句末加上in，否则what里的that没有着落，第二句该在interested后面加上in（原来的in把regard做宾语），否则what里的which没有着落。


8．
 He asked me what I wanted里的what是疑问代词，He gave me what I wanted里的what是关系代词，He not only asked but also gave me what I wanted里的what同时做疑问代词和关系代词，所以不对。He not only asked me what I wanted but also gave me what I wanted当然不错，但很不自然，可以把第二个what I wanted改作the thing。


9．
 关系代词what有时泛指下文所讲的话。例如：

He went, and, what
 is more surprising, actually won the prize.

I have the letter, and, what's
 more, I mean to keep it.

这样用法的what现在不及which普通，参见which 11



10．
 注意下面每组的第一句里有a，第二句里没有a：





11．
 不可说All what
 I can say is this，该把what改作that，参见all 9



12．
 and what not（以及其他）前面通常用两个或两个以上的名词。例如：He sent me books, magazines, newspapers, pictures, and what not. 但有时前面用的是形容词而不是名词。例如：They were then generally dirty, ignorant, superstitious, and what not. 偶尔不用and而用or。


13．
 What if he does not come? 可能有两个意思：“假使他不来，怎么办呢？”或“即使他不来，有什么关系？”


14．
 关于what和which的不同，参见which 13



whatever 1．
 whatever跟what ever不同，参见ever 5



2．
 whatever比whatso
 ever普通。


3．
 Do whatever you can里的whatever和Do it，whatever happens里的whatever都是关系代词，但第一句里的whatever是what的强势式，第二句里的whatever是表示concession的，有“虽然有什么”的意思，比较下面两句：

Whatever he has done he repents. （他不论做了什么总要后悔。repents是及物动词，把whatever里的what做宾语。）

Whatever he has done, he repents. （他虽然做了什么，却是后悔的。［他也许做过坏事，但他能后悔，也是可取的。］repents是不及物动词。）


4．
 下面两句里的关系代词that都该删去。

You may write about whatever subject that
 interests you.

I shall be glad to consider whatever suggestions that
 you may offer.


5．
 下面三句都合乎习惯：

Whatever the causes, a change took place.

Whatever the help I have received, I am responsible for the whole work.

Whatever the ultimate conclusion reached, the discussion ought to prove of great interest to all concerned.

第一句里可以在causes后面加上may have been，第二句里可以在received后面加上may have been，第三句里可以在reached后面加上may be，但都不及原句自然。第二句里也可以把help前面的the省去，第三句里也可以把ultimate前的the省去，在reached前面加上may be。


what's
 what's有时等于what is，如What's in a name? 有时等于what has，如What's happened? 有时is或has并不属于what而属于后面的词，如What's he doing over there? 和What's he done about it? 有时what's等于what does，does属于后面的词。例如：What's he think about it?


whatsoever
 whatso
 ever在英国现在不及whatever普通，在美国还流行着。


when 1．
 在定义的开首不该用when，如不该说Homesickness is when
 one longs for one's home。


2．
 疑问副词when所修饰的动词不该属于现在完成时态，如不可说：

When has
 he done it
 ?

I wonder when he has done
 it.

该改作：

When did
 he do
 it?

I wonder when he did
 it.

但When has
 he done
 it?用作修辞疑问句便不错，作“他何曾做过这个？”解。


3．
 疑问副词when所修饰的动词可以属于将来时态。例如：When will
 he go? 和I wonder when he will go
 . 但关系副词when所修饰的动词往往不可属于将来时态，如不可说When he will go
 , I shall go with him。该把will go改作goes。比较下面三句：

When he goes
 （不可用will go
 ）, I shall go with him.

I am looking forward to the day when I shall be
 able to go with him.

A meeting will take place tomorrow, when I shall
 express my views on the subject.

第一句里的when引导一个状语从句，第二句里的when引导一个形容词从句，第三句里的when作and then解。


4．
 下面每组里的两句都可以说，似乎第二句比第一句普通：





whenever 1．
 whenever跟when ever不同，参见ever 5



2．
 whenever比whenso
 ever普通。


whensoever
 whenso
 ever不及whenever普通。


where 1．
 定义的开首不该用where，如不该说Homesickness is where
 one longs for one's home。


2．
 Where are you going?和Where are you going to
 ?都可以说。但有人以为不该用to。Where have you been to
 ? （你刚才到过什么地方？）里的to也有人以为最好不用。


whereabouts
 His whereabouts（下落、行踪）is
 unknown等句子里的is改作are也可以，但不及用is普通。


whereas
 除了在法律和合同等文件里以外，whereas不可用作“因为…”或“鉴于…”解。


whereat
 whereat用作疑问副词作at what解。用作关系副词作at which解，whereby用作疑问副词作by what解，用作关系副词作by which解，wherefrom，wherein等词也是这样。这些词使文件有“正式”或“古雅”的韵味，在一般文字里该避免，尤其该避免把它们用作疑问副词。

注意w
 hereat等（用作关系副词）和t
 hereat等不同，比较下面两句：

I did not hear the remark w
 hereat she was annoyed.

He made a remark, and she was annoyed t
 hereat.


whereby
 参见whereat



wherefrom
 参见whereat



wherein
 参见whereat



whereinto
 参见whereat



whereof
 参见whereat



whereon
 参见whereat



wheresoever
 whereso
 ever不及wherever普通。


whereto
 参见whereat



whereupon
 whereupon除了作upon what和upon which解以外（参见whereat
 ），往往用作“于是”解，有时用在句首。例如：He nodded to me, whereupon I entered the room. 和Whereupon he made the following speech.


wherever 1．
 wherever跟where ever不同，参见ever 5



2．
 wherever比whereso
 ever普通。


wherewith
 参见whereat



whether 1．
 下面两句意思相同，第一句比第二句普通：

I do not know whether he is twenty or twenty-one.

I do not know whether he is twenty or whether he is
 twenty-one.


2．
 下面六句意思相同，第一句最普通：

I do not know whether he is well or not
 .

I do not know whether he is well or no
 .

I do not know whether or not
 he is well.

I do not know whether or no
 he is well.

I do not know whether he is well or whether he is not well
 .

I do not know whether he is well or is not well
 .

whether or no可以作“无论如何”解。例如：Well, I'll come whether or no
 . （唔，我无论如何要来。）


3．
 下面三句略有不同：

I do not know whether he is well or not
 .

I do not know whether he is well.

I do not know whether he is not
 well.

第一句是“我不知道他身体是否好”。第二句有“我想他身体也许不好”的意思。第三句含有“我想他身体大约并非不好”的意思。比较下面两句：

I asked him whether he knew
 her. （我想他并不认识她。）

I asked him whether he did not know
 her. （我想他也许认识她。）


4．
 注意下面第一句里用rains，不用will rain，第二句里用calls和call，不用will call和shall call：

Whether it rains
 or not, I will go tonight.

Whether he calls
 on us or we call
 on him tomorrow, we shall talk the matter over.


5．
 下面每组里的第一句比第二句普通：





6．
 the question (of
 ) whether we ought to start today or tomorrow和the problem (of
 ) whether light is matter等表达方式里的of是多余的，最好删去。


7．
 比较下面每组里的三句：




第一句和第二句都是正常的英语，有人以为第三句不算正当。


which 1．
 关于关系代词which跟关系代词that的区别，参见that 9



2．
 关于关系代词which跟关系代词who(m)的区别，下面几点该注意：

（1）army，company，family，party等词在被当作单数的时候，该用which指它们，在被当作复数的时候该用who(m)指它们，不可混用。如下面第一句和第二句都不错，第三句和第四句却不对：

The party, which is
 a large one, has
 lost its
 way.

The party, who are
 all children, have
 lost their
 way.

The party, who is
 a large one, has lost its way.

The party, which are
 all children, have lost their way.

（2）指国家名称通常用which，偶尔用who，动词该用单数。例如：They have visited China, which
 （偶尔用who
 ）they believe is a beautiful country.

（3）人以外的动物往往被当作阳性或阴性。例如：The dog is running before his
 master. 和The cat is sitting beside her
 mistress. 但在被当作阳性或阴性的时候却往往也被which所指代。例如：The dog, which
 is a big one, is running before his
 master. 和The cat, which
 is black and white, is sitting beside her
 mistress.

（4）船通常被当作阴性，但被which所指代。例如：The ship, which
 is a big one, is on her
 way to a distant country.


3．
 关系代词which往往没有固定的某词做它的先行项，却指前面的短语或从句里所表示的意思。例如：

He said he was ill, which
 was true.

They lost their way, which
 delayed them considerably. （注意这句里的which并不指way，却指lost their way）

I was very useful to him, which
 he realized.

He is very easy to get acquainted with, which
 is not a traditional English trait.

这样用法的which一定属于单数形式，一定用在非限定从句里。

这样用法的which往往用在句首，指前面所表示的意思，往往有些滑稽性质。例如：

He said he was ill. Which
 was true.

They lost their way. Which
 delayed them considerably.

有时竟然用在一个段落的开首。例如：

I called on a friend the other day. He was in bed and looked rather pale. He said he was ill.


Which
 was true.


4．
 下面四句里用which而不用who，因为所指的不是“人”而是那种人的“性质”：

He was dressed like an artist, which
 he was not.

She looked like an actress, which
 she was.

He talked like a native - which
 he hardly was.

He is not the self-seeking man which
 he is generally represented to be. （这句里的which最好改作that）


5．
 下面每组里的第一句、第二句和第三句都不错，第四句不对。第二组里的第三句不很自然：




注意每组里的第二句里用分号，第三句里用逗号。


6．
 下面第一句里的which用作主格，第二句里的which用作宾格，第三句里的which同时用作主格和宾格，所以不对：

He gave me a watch, which
 is made of gold.

He gave me a watch, which
 I keep to this day.

He gave me a watch, which
 is made of gold and I keep to this day. （该在and后面加上which）


7．
 比较下面三句：

This is a dictionary of English usage, which
 if you use constantly you will learn to write correctly.

This is a dictionary of English usage, which
 if you use constantly you will find very useful.

This is a dictionary of English usage, which
 if you use constantly will prove very useful.

第一句语法不错，但不很自然，可以改作This is a dictionary of English usage, if you use which constantly
 , you will learn to write correctly。但也不很自然，该改作This is a dictionary of English usage, from which you will learn to write correctly if you use it constantly或This is a dictionary of English usage, the constant use of which will help you to learn to write correctly。原句里的which所引导的从句同时被if所联结，语法不错，但毕竟不是正常的英语。第二句里的which既做use的宾语，又做find的宾语，不合语法，该改作This is a dictionary of English usage, which, if you use it
 constantly, you will find very useful。第三句里的which既做use的宾语，又做will prove的主语，不合语法，该改作This is a dictionary of English usage, which, if you use it
 constantly, will prove very useful。


8．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，似乎第一句不及第二句自然：





9．
 下面两句里的which都指前面的形容词：

He is sometimes impatient, which
 no teacher should be.

She thinks his answer incorrect, which
 it probably is.


10．
 下面两句里的which指它引导的从句的后面的名词从句：

I told him, which
 was true, that I was proud of his acquaintance.

He could not tell me, which
 I was anxious to know, whether the book was still in print.


11．
 下面两句里的which泛指下文所讲的话：

He went, and, which
 is more surprising, actually won the prize.

I have the letter, and, which
 is more, I mean to keep it.


12．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





13．
 比较下面每组里的两句：




但下面两句意思相同：


Which
 will you have, tea or coffee?


What
 will you have, tea or coffee?


whichever 1．
 whichever跟which ever不同，参见ever 5



2．
 whichever比whichso
 ever普通。


whichsoever
 whichso
 ever不及whichever普通。


while 1．
 while（连接词）作“当…的时候”解。例如：

It was raining while
 we were out.


While
 he was reading, he heard his father call him.

while不可指一点时间（a point of time），如不可说：

He rang me up while
 he heard of his brother's arrival.


While
 I had finished my letter, I posted it.

这两句里的while都该改作when。


2．
 下面两句里的while表示对比（contrast），有(al)though的意思：


While
 this is true of some, it is not true of all.


While
 I like the story, I do not like the English.


3．
 While he was
 reading, he heard his father call him里的he was可以省去。但While I like the story, I do not like the English里的I like不可改作liking，因为liking只能代表I am liking，不能代表I like（参见though 3
 ）。下面三句都不可说：

While being ready to help him, I wondered what he needed most. （该把being删去，或把While删去而把being改作B
 eing）

The house, while being a very old one, is still kept in good repair. （该把being删去，或把while删去，或把while being删去）

While admitting that the idea is a very good one, we are sorry we are not in a position to carry it out. （该把admitting改作we admit）


4．
 在2
 里所讲的while表示对比（参见2
 ）。while决不可表示原因，如下面两句都不对，该把While改作As或Since：


While
 he is perfectly honest, we all love him.


While
 you cannot go with me, I have to go alone.


5．
 while不可用作and then解，如下面三句都不对，该把while改作when：

I was about to start while
 it began to rain.

He was going to bed, while
 a letter came.

The case was heard yesterday, while
 she did her best to defend herself.


6．
 while用作动词只用在while away（闲混过）his（或her等）time，while away many afternoons等表达方式里，后面接现在分词，不接不定式。例如：He whiled away his time talking
 or walking
 . 和The children whiled away many afternoons playing
 on the beach.


white
 white用于面色通常指“苍白的”，有时指“白种的”，很少指“白皙的”。

White House（白宫）的前面有the。


Whitehall
 Whitehall（伦敦街名，白厅，也指英国政府或英国政府的政策）前面没有the。


who 1．
 不论用作疑问代词或关系代词，who属于主格，whom
 属于宾格。例如：


Who
 said so?

I do not know who
 said so
 .


Whom
 did you see?

I do not know whom
 you saw.

The man who
 called this morning is my cousin.

The man whom
 you saw this morning is my cousin.

下面几点该注意：

（1）在口语里用疑问代词时通常用who，不用whom
 。例如：


Who
 did you see?

I do not know who
 you saw.

下面每组里的第一句最自然，第三句最不自然：







第三组里的to不可省去，参见whom 3


（2）比较下面每组里的三个对话：




注意不可说Whom
 to? 或Whom
 with?

（3）也有少数英美人把who用作属于宾格的关系代词，但不算正当，如不该说The man who
 you saw this morning is my cousin，该把who改作whom。

（4）The man whom
 you saw this morning is my cousin里的whom用得不错，但除了在正式文字里以外通常省去。比较下面两句：

The man (whom
 ) you saw this morning is my cousin.

Mr Lee, whom
 you saw this morning, is my cousin.

第二句里的whom you saw this morning是非限定从句，whom不可省去。

（5）比较下面每组里的两句：




每组第一句里的who是is或was的主语，不是believe或supposed的宾语。believe或supposed把从句(that) who is honest或(that) who was dead做宾语。不用who而用whom
 是英美人常有的错误。


2．
 在口语里，关系代词who往往省去。例如：There's somebody (who
 ) wants to speak to you.


3．
 The ship has lost her
 rudder里用her。The ship, which
 is a small one, has lost her
 rudder里也用her，但不用who而用which，参见which 2
 (4)


4．
 下面第一句、第二句和第三句都不错，第四句不对。参见which 5


I found many children there, most of whom were
 boys.

I found many children there; most of them were
 boys.

I found many children there, most of them being
 boys.

I found many children there, most of whom being
 boys.

注意第二句里用分号，第三句里用逗号。


5．
 关于关系代词who和关系代词that的区别，参见that 9



6．
 疑问代词who不可作关系代词who或whom的先行项，下面两句都不对，该把who或whom改作that：


Who who
 has ever heard her sing does not admire her?


Who whom
 you have ever heard sing sings better than Miss Drake?


7．
 关于who和which的不同，参见which 2
 和13



8．
 下面两句意思相同，就是说“谁也不会曾经想到那个”。

Who would have thought of that?

Who would have thought of that!


whoever 1．
 whoever跟who ever不同，参见ever 5



2．
 whoever比whoso
 ever普通。


3．
 比较下面每组里的两句：




每组第一句里的whoever是met或may ask的主语，第二句里的whom
 ever是met或like的宾语。第一句里的whoever不可改作whom
 ever，在第二句里不用whom
 ever而用whoever是英美人惯常的用法。whomever实际上很少见。


whole 1．
 whole或the whole of不可用在复数形式的名词前面作“全体的”或“一切的”解，如可以说the whole book, the whole town, the whole of my money和the whole of humanity（全人类），但不可说：

My whole
 books are kept upstairs.


The whole of
 my books are kept upstairs.

The whole
 boys are at play.


The whole of
 the boys are at play.

该改作：

All (of) my books are kept upstairs.

All (of) the boys are at play.

关于of的用或不用，参见all 4


下面两点该注意：

（1）whole cities，whole days，whole groups等表达方式都可以说。但whole cities是“多个全城”，不是“一切的城”，whole days是“多个全天”，不是“一切的日子”，whole groups是“多个全组”，不是“一切的组”。

（2）his whole energies或the whole of his energies和the whole ten days都可以说。但energies在形式上虽然是复数，在意思上却等于单数，energies并不像books和boys那样是可数的名词。the whole ten days里的ten days指十天长的一段时间，并不指十个分开的日子。the whole ten
 days是“十天长的一段时间（并不缺少一天）”，the ten whole
 days是“十个全天”。


2．1
 里说可以说the whole of my money和the whole of humanity，但不可说my whole money或whole humanity。下面每组里的第一句和第二句是对的，第三句不对：




第一组里的第一句不很自然。

可以说the whole of my money而不可说my whole money，但可以说the whole of my time，也可以说my whole time，因为time可以被看作整个的一个东西。可以说the whole of humanity而不可说whole humanity，但可以说the whole of the human race，也可以说the whole human race，因为humanity不是类名词，但race是类名词（比较all humanity和all the
 human race）。


3．
 不可说whole China或whole Shanghai，该改作the
 whole of
 China和the
 whole of
 Shanghai。


4．
 The whole city was not occupied是“这个城并没完全被占领”，不是“这个城完全没被占领”。


5．
 下面两句里的whole作“整个的”解：

We must learn to see things whole
 .

Surely you cannot eat an apple whole
 .

eat an apple whole
 是“把整个的一只苹果一口
 吃下”，eat a whole
 apple是“把整个的一只苹果吃下”。


wholesale
 在英国只说by
 wholesale，在美国通常说at
 wholesale。


whom
 关于whom
 和who的区别，参见who 1



2．
 whom
 不用来指船，如不可说The ship whom
 you saw this morning will sail tomorrow，该把whom改作which。参见which 2
 (4)和who 3



3．
 whom不可用作间接宾语，下面每组里的第一句和第二句都对，第三句不对：




下面两点该注意：

（1）虽然可以说I gave him the letter和She has bought him a book，第一组和第二组里的第三句却不可说。

（2）第三组和第四组里的第三句都不对，假使把whom省去了也不对。


4．
 下面四句意思相同：

He is a man whom to know is to love.

He is a man to know whom is to love him.

He is a man whom to know him is to love.

He is a man whom to know is to love him.

第一句里的whom同时做know和love的宾语，严格地说不合语法，但这句最合习惯、最自然。其他的三句都合乎语法，但不合习惯。


whom(so)ever 1．
 whomever比whomso
 ever普通。但whomever也不多见。


2．
 参见whoever 3



who's
 who's有时等于who is，如Who's standing over there? 有时等于who has，如Who's shut the door? 有时等于who is而那is却不属于who而属于它后面的词。例如：Who's he going to see? (=Who is he going to see?)


whose 1．
 疑问代词whose不可用来指没有生命的东西，但关系代词whose尽可以这样用，在文字里这种用法更普通。


2．
 Whose umbrella is this? 比Whose is this umbrella? 普通。


whose-ever
 whose-e
 ver，whose
 ver和whoseso
 ever都有人用。在口语里往往用whoever's，也有人用whatever person's。


whosesoever
 参见whose-ever



whosever
 参见whose-ever



whosoever
 whoso
 ever不及whoever普通。


why 1．
 reason，consideration，explanation等词后面可以接以why引导的从句。例如：

This is the reason why
 I did not go.

There are many considerations why
 this work should be done.

Now I have given sufficient explanation why
 the work should be done at once.


2．
 在以why开首的疑问句里的do you往往被省去。例如：

Why spend such a lot of money?

Why not go there with them?

Why not apologize and ask his pardon?


wide(ly) 1．
 关于wide和broad的区别，参见broad



2．
 wide和widely略有不同。wide通常表示范围或程度的极点。例如：Her eyes were wide
 open. （她的眼睛张得很大。）和She was wide
 awake. （她完全醒着。）widely通常表示范围或程度的广大，往往跟过去分词用在一起。例如：

His name is widely known.

He is widely read. （他博览群书。）

They differ widely in opinion.

They are widely different in temperament.


wife 1．
 在英国提及自己的妻子通常用my wife，在很正式的场合才用Mrs...，但在美国似乎用my wife不及用Mrs...普通。


2．
 wife不指寡妇，如His wife
 , who has lived in the country ever since his death in 1940, is good pianist里的wife该改作widow。


wild
 wild（急切的）后面可以接不定式。例如：She is wild to go
 with us.


will
 参见shall
 和won't



willing 1．
 willing后面有时接以that引导的从句，那从句里用should。例如：I am willing that
 he should
 come to see me tonight.


2．
 willing后面有时接for和宾语和不定式。例如：I am willing for him to come
 to see me tonight.


willingness
 willingness后面可以接不定式。例如：They did not show much willingness to help
 .


win
 win有时有双宾语。例如：His genuine kindness of heart will win him many friends.


window
 比较下面三句：

He is looking out of the window.

He is looking out of window.

He is looking out the window.

第一句英美通用。第二句只用在英国，现在不很普通。假使把out of改作through，必须加上the。第三句只用在美国。


winter 1．
 可以说the winter of 1959—1960（1959年末和1960年初的那个冬季）。曾见过during the winter and spring of 1941—1942。这实际上是不成立的，因为spring在2月或3月才开始，不可能跨着两年。


2．
 参见autumn



wire 1．
 wire统指“金属线”，a
 wire是“一根或一段金属线”，wires
 是“多根或多段金属线”。


2．
 wire用作“电报”解，后面可以接不定式。例如：He got a wire to come home
 . （他接到一个电报，叫他回家去。）


3．
 His father wired (for
 ) him to come home里的for可有可无。


4．
 wire（动词）后面可以接以that引导的从句。例如：He wired that
 he had quite recovered.


wireless
 注意下面第一句和第二句里没有the，其他各句里有the：

I am interested in
 wireless.

I have received a message by
 wireless.

I have heard the news on
 （或over
 ）the
 wireless.

I am listening to the
 wireless.

The story has been made available to a wider public through the
 wireless.

参见radio



wise
 下面两句意思不同：

You were wise to refuse. （你拒绝了，那证明你是聪明的。）

You were wise enough to refuse. （你很聪明，所以你拒绝了。）

第一句等于You were wise in refusing或It was wise of you to refuse。


wish 1．
 名词wish后面接不定式或for和名词，不接for和动名词，如可以说his wish for
 better times和his wish to go
 abroad，不可说his wish for going
 abroad。


2．
 名词wish后面可以接以that引导的从句，从句里用should或虚拟现在式。例如：It is my wish that
 he should
 do so. 和It is my wish that
 he do
 （不用does
 ）so.


3．
 wish（名词）用作“请求”解往往用复数形式。例如：In accordance with your wishes
 , I have written to him.


4．
 动词wish后面接不定式，不接动名词，如可以说I wish to see
 him immediately，不可说I wish seeing
 him immediately。I wish
 to see him immediately比I want
 to see him immediately语气轻。


5．
 下面每组里的两句都可以说，第二句似乎含有“想要（而难于得到）”的意思：




比较下面两句：

You may get what you wish
 .

You are not
 likely to get what you wish for
 .


6．
 下面三句意思不同：

I wish to see
 him immediately. （我要立刻见他。）

I wish I may see
 him immediately. （希望我可以立刻见他。）

I wish I could see
 him immediately. （但愿我能够［实际不能］立刻见他。）

注意：（1）第二句不很普通。（2）第三句里不用can而用could。

下面两句意思可以说相同：

I wish you to go
 immediately. （我要你立刻去。［表示命令或请求。这句里用wish不及用want普通］）

I wish you would go
 immediately. （我巴不得你立刻去。［也表示命令或请求，但语气婉转些］）

注意第二句里用would而不用will。比较下面两句：

I wish
 you would
 go immediately.

I hope
 you will
 go immediately.

注意I wish he would
 go immediately含有“恐怕他不会立刻去”的意思，并不表示恳求。


7．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同，第二句里用was或had是为了时态的呼应：





8．
 下面两句意思相同：

I wish my father were in better health.

I could
 wish my father were in better health.

第二句里的could实际是没有作用的，但事实上往往这样用。


9．
 I wish you to go immediately是“我要你立刻去”。I wish you to be happy是“我希望你快乐”。下面各句里的wish，wishes或wished都作“愿望”解，那for用的少，不用的多：

I wish (for
 ) you to be happy.

He wishes (for
 ) all his friends to become heroes.

He wished (for
 ) her to become both educated and temperament.

She wished (for
 ) her daughter to make a satisfactory marriage.


10．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





11．
 下面一句里用is wishing比用wishes生动，有口语性质：

James sold his typewriter because he thought he would get a good price for it, now he is wishing
 he had kept it.


12．
 下面每组里的两句意思相同：





13．
 假使把I wish I could see him immediately和I wish my father were in better health等句改成了过去时态，那could和were不变。例如：I wished
 I could
 see him immediately. 和I wished
 my father were
 in better health.


wit 1．
 wit（诙谐、滑稽）是抽象名词，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式。


2．
 at his（或her等）wits
 ' end（不知所措的）和at his（或her等）wit's
 end都可以用，但似乎at his（或her等）wits
 ' end比较普通。后面可以接不定式，也可以接what和how等词。例如：I had searched unsuccessfully all summer and was at my wits
 '（或wit's
 ）end to find the right school for my daughter. 和He was at his wits'（或wit's
 ）end what to do. in his（或her等）wit（清醒的）和out of his（或her等）wit（发狂的）似乎不及in his（或her等）wits
 和out of his（或her等）wits
 普通。

下面每组里的两句意思相同：





with 1．
 with前面用away和down等词可以成为不用动词的命令式。例如：

Away with him!=Take him away!

Down with imperialism!=Put down imperialism!

Off with your caps!=Take off your caps!

On with your clothes!=Put on your clothes!

Up with the box!=Take up the box!


2．
 下面每句里with的宾语后面的形容词、过去分词或名词好像是表语：

He always sleeps with the windows open
 .

With both my friends gone
 home, I lived alone for some time.

She used to sit reading in the evening with her cat her only companion
 .

He died with his daughter yet a schoolgirl
 .


3．
 下面两句里的a可有可无：

She followed them with (a
 ) beating heart.

He threatened the dog with (a
 ) raised hand.

下面两句里的his可有可无：

He said so with (his
 ) head thrown back.

He looked at us with (his
 ) face a little sidelong.


withdraw(al)
 withdraw(al)（撤退）通常用于己方的军队，retreat通常用于对方的军队。


within
 注意下面四句里都用of而不用from：

I live within an easy walk of
 the park.

There is no shop within a mile of
 his house.

He returned within an hour of
 his departure.

He called on me within an hour of
 his departure.

within an hour of his departure在第三句里是“在他动身以后的一小时以内”，在第四句里是“在他动身以前的一小时以内”。第三句里的of可以改作after。


without 1．
 比较下面四语：

without A and
 B

without A and without
 B

without A or
 B

without A or without
 B

第一种表达方式、第二种表达方式和第三种表达方式意思相同，都是A和B都没有。第四种表达方式是“没有A或没有B”，就是“没有A而有B，或没有B而有A”。说A和B都没有不该用第四种表达方式。


2．
 下面两句里的it和them可有可无：

If there isn't one left, I shall have to do without (it
 ).

I can speak from notes only, though experienced speakers may manage without (them
 ).


witness 1．
 witness（目击者）后面接of或to都可以。例如：I was a witness of
 （或to
 ）the accident.


2．
 I was (a
 ) witness of（或to）the accident里的a可有可无。am（或is等）witness of（或to）里通常省去a。即使那主语是复数，也通常用witness而不用witnesses
 。例如：They were witness(es
 ) of（或to）the accident. stand witness也是这样。例如：We stand witness(es
 ) in this age to the decline of colonialism in Africa.


3．
 witness（［法律上的］证人）前面往往没有the。例如：Then (the
 ) witness was ordered to keep back.


4．
 下面一句里的witness通常被当作属于虚拟语气的不及物动词，作“供给证据”解，习惯用在它的主语前面。例如：He is afraid, (as) witness
 his hesitation. （他是恐惧的，这可以从他的迟疑看出。）把分号改作逗号也可以，as可有可无。但也有人说witness是名词，(as) witness his hesitation=his hesitation (being) (as) witness。


woman 1．
 woman单独用指一般女子。例如：In the old society woman's
 sphere was said to be the home. 和Woman
 is not at all weaker than man, neither physically nor intellectually. the
 woman往往指女子的特性。例如：He has much of the
 woman in him. 和There is little of the
 woman in her.


2．
 woman用作形容词跟female相同，如woman doctor和woman friend。假使那个名词是复数，通常用复数形式wome
 n，偶尔用单数形式woma
 n，如wome
 n clerks
 ，wome
 n doctors
 和wome
 n friends
 里的wome
 n偶尔改用woma
 n。


3．
 形容doctor(s)，friend(s)，counsellor(s)，student(s)等词，当然只可用woma
 n或wome
 n，不可用woma
 n's
 或wome
 n's
 。woma
 n movement（妇女运动）和woma
 n suffrage（妇女参政权）等表达方式里的woma
 n不可改作wome
 n。但也有人用woma
 n's
 suffrage或wome
 n's
 suffrage。

严格地说，woma
 n's
 统指“女性”或“女子们”，wome
 n's
 指“一个一个的女子”，但事实上竟可以说没有区别，如woma
 n's rights（女权）和wome
 n's rights，woma
 n's opportunity和wome
 n's opportunity，woma
 n's college和wome
 n's college。


womanish
 womanish
 只用于男子，作“有女子气（而没有男子气）的”解。例如：His manner is rather womanish
 . womanly只用于女子，作“女子气的”或“成年女子似的”解。例如：She is a most womanly
 woman. 和All admire her womanly
 beauty.


womankind
 woma
 nkind统指“女子们”。有时指一个人家里的女子们。例如：His woma
 nkind are in the country. wome
 nkind只指一个人家里的女子们，不可统指女子们。


womanly
 参见womanish



woman's
 参见woman



women
 参见woman



womenkind
 参见womankind



women's
 参见woman



wonder 1．
 下面四句意思不同：

I wonde (that
 ) he did see
 you. （他竟然曾经看见你，我感觉奇怪［我原来以为他不曾看见你］。）

I wonder (that
 ) he did not see
 you. （他竟然不曾看见你，我感觉奇怪［我原来以为他看见你］。）

I wonder whether
 he saw
 you. （我很想知道他是否曾经看见你［我想他大约不曾看见你］。）

I wonder whether
 he did not see
 you. （我很想知道他是否不曾看见你［我想他大约曾经看见你］。）

参见whether 3



2．
 It is not to be wondered at
 that...（…是不足奇的）里的at从前往往省去，现在通常不省去。


3．
 wonder后面可以接不定式，但不很普通。例如：I wondered to see
 him looking so cheerful.


4．
 I shouldn't wonder if the weather didn't change soon照字面解是“假使天气不立刻就变，我将并不觉得奇怪”。但事实上这句话等于I shouldn't wonder if the weather changed
 soon。这当然是不合理的。


5．
 下面三句都作“他辞职了，那是不足奇的”解：

It is no wonder (that) he resigned.

No wonder (that) he resigned.

He resigned, and no wonder.

No wonder he resigned里的no wonder并不是状语短语，所以不可说He no wonder resigned。


6．
 wonder用作形容词现在往往在报纸上见到（尤其在标题里），如a wonder child和a wonder golfer。这用法在一二百年以前也有，后来不用了。


wonderful 1．
 wonderful是“使人感觉惊奇的”，不是“感觉惊奇的”，如可以说This is a wonderful sight，不可说I am wonderful at the sight或I am wonderful about it。


2．
 wonderful往往用作“很好的”或“出色的”解。例如：We had a wonderful dinner. 和What a wonderful teacher your sister is!


3．
 可以说We had a wonderful dinner，但不可说：

We did not have a wonderful dinner.

Did you have a wonderful dinner?

If you had had a wonderful dinner, you would not have wanted anything to eat when you came back home.

I should like to have a wonderful dinner with you.

参见most 4



won't
 比较下面两句：

Come in, won't
 you? （邀请）

Open the door, will
 you? （请求）


woo
 woo多少有些文学韵味，在一般文字里该避免，在口语里更不可用。它的意思是“向（女子）求爱”，通常以婚姻为目的，但不一定。指持续的行为（如天天求爱，持续了一年），不指一时的行为，不指一次的求婚。“我将在明天早上向她求婚”不可说I shall woo
 her tomorrow morning，该把woo改作propose to。


wood(s) 1．
 说“树林”用wood或woods
 都可以。例如：We met them in the wood(s
 ). 在英国几乎总是说a wood，在美国通常说a woods
 。很少说a wood。可以说these
 pine woods
 。


2．
 wood（木料）是物质名词，前面不可加a，也没有复数形式woods
 。


wood(s)man
 说“伐木者”通常用woodman，说“在森林中居住的人”通常用woods
 man。


word 1．
 下面两句意思不同：

He had a word
 with her yesterday. （昨天他跟她作了一次简略的谈话。）

He had words
 with her yesterday. （昨天他跟她争吵。）


2．
 下面各句里的word作“消息”或“通知”解，注意前面没有a或the：

I have just received word
 of his arrival.

We've just got word
 that my wife's family is coming to spend the holidays with us.

She has sent word
 of her accident.

He has left word
 （留言）that he will be back within a week.


Word
 has come that the meeting will be held on Friday.


Word
 was immediately sent to the old man, who received the news with real pleasure.


3．
 a man of his
 word（守约者）中的his不可改动，如You are a man of his
 word里的his不可改作your，I am a man of his
 word里的his不可改作my。


4．
 关于eat his（或your等）words，参见eat 4



5．
 关于by word of mouth，参见mouth



work(s) 1．
 at work有两个意思：（1）“正在工作”，如He is hard at work和He's at work upon a new book（他正在写一本新书）。（2）“在工地上工作”或“在厂里工作”，如回答Is your brother at home? 可以说No, he's at work。at work（正在工作）后面可以接现在分词。例如：He is at work translating
 a long story.


2．
 把a
 work和works
 用来指“一件工作”和“多件工作”很不普通，最好用a
 task和tasks
 。


3．
 the work of the author（或artist等）里的work统指“作品”，是抽象名词，着重在它的特性，the works
 of the author（或artist等）里的works
 指一件一件的“作品”，比较下面两句：

I can hardly recognize the work of Charles Lamb（英国19世纪文学家）.

I have read the complete works of Charles Lamb.


4．
 复数形式works
 （工厂）用作主语的时候通常被当作单数，但当作复数也可以。例如：The glass-works
 is（或are
 ）outside the town.

一个工厂是works
 ，两个、三个工厂也是works
 。例如：There was
 a gas-works
 in the town. There were
 two gas-works
 in the town. 和All the works are
 to open again soon. works
 作“工厂”解主要用在英国。


5．
 start work和start working都可以说，stop work和stop working也都可以说。


workaday
 worka
 day现在可以说只用作形容词，作“寻常的”或“实用的”解，如this worka
 day world和a worka
 day education。workday在英国指“（星期日和其他放假日以外的）工作日”，在美国指“一天里的工作时间”。working day（或workingday）在英美都有workday的两个意思。


workday
 参见workaday



worker
 参见workman



workhouse
 workhouse在英国指“济贫院”，在美国指“感化院”。


working 1．
 关于working day，参见workaday



2．
 关于working man，参见workman



working-day
 参见workaday



working(-)man
 参见workman



workless
 workless往往指“失业者”，前面有时有the，有时没有the，可以说many workless和numbers of workless。参见unemployed



workman
 workman，working man（或working(-) man）和worker都作“工人”解，但workman着重在那工人的本领的好坏，working man着重在工人的阶级或地位，worker是“工作者”，...worker是“…工作者”。如“工欲善其事，必先利其器”里的“工”是workman，“他是一个工人”里的“工人”是working man。但说“工人们”通常用workme
 n，不用working me
 n或working(-)me
 n。“工人俱乐部”和“工人日报”等里的“工”或“工人”通常用worker(s)。


workmen
 参见workman



world 1．
 in the world不可滥用，如下面四句里的in the world都该删去。

Everybody ought to work in the world
 .

China is a great country in the world
 .

He has published a good work on the subject in the world
 .

This book contains many famous stories in the world
 .

下面四句里的in the world用得不错。注意第一句和第三句里有属于最高级词，第二句里有only，第四句里有否定词nothing：

China is one of the greatest
 countries in the world
 .

He has published the only
 work on the subject in the world
 .

This book contains many of the most
 famous stories in the world
 .

Nothing in the world
 disturbs her.


2．
 all over the world，all the world over，the world over和the whole world over四语意思相同。例如：People all over the world
 （或all the world over
 ，或the world over
 ，或the whole world over
 ）who are studying English as a foreign language do not find it easy to use idiomatic expressions fluently.


3．
 The whole world knows
 it里的world统指“世界上的人们”或指“一般人们”，通常当作单数，所以用knows
 。all the world who
 （或that
 ）are
 interested in this subject里的world当作复数，all the world that
 （或which
 ）is interested in this subject里的world当作单数，注意不可说all the world who is
 interested in this subject或all the world which are
 interested in this subject。


4．
 下面两句意思相同，第一句普通些：

I hope this practice will do you of world
 of good.

I hope this practice will do you worlds
 of good.


worry 1．
 worry统指“忧虑”，a
 worry是“一件忧虑的事”，worries
 是“多件忧虑的事”。


2．
 下面各句都可以说：

Don't worry about that.

Don't worry yourself about that.

Don't let that worry you.

Don't be worried about that.

第二句有“别为了那件事而庸人自扰”的意思。第四句最不普通。


3．
 worry（动词）可以作“不断地请求”解。例如：The boy was always worrying me to take him to the zoo. 和The boy worried his mother to buy a pop-gun. 把to take和to buy改作into taking和into buying也可以，但比较不普通。


4．
 关于a worried look（一个忧虑的神情）等，参见much 3
 (5) E


worship
 参见cult



worth 1．
 worth用作形容词不可单独用作表语，如不可说This is worth。This is worth five yuan
 和This is worth doing
 才是正常的英语。worth跟yuan或doing的语法关系怎样？这是一个“言人人殊”的问题，为“便利”起见，我们不妨把worth看作及物动词的现在分词，把后面的名词或动名词看作它的宾语。


2．
 worth后面的动名词一定属于主动语态，但意思是被动的。例如：

This is worth doing
 . （不可用being done）

The book is worth reading
 . （不可用being read）

His advice is worth taking
 . （不可用being taken）

The event is worth looking
 forward to. （不可用being looked forward to）

I do not think the subject is worth knowing
 anything about. （不可用being known anything about）

下面三句都不可说：

I think a poet is worth becoming
 .

I do not think I am worth publishing
 my poems.

It is worth discussing
 the question again.

第一句里的becoming是不及物动词的动名词，它的意思并不是被动的，所以不对，该改作I think it (is) worthwhile to become a poet。第二句里的publishing的意思也不是被动的，所以不对，该改作I do not think it (is) worthwhile for me to publish my poems或I do not think my poems are worth publishing。注意原句的意思不很明白，这两句的意思并不相同。第三句里的discussing是It的同位语，worth没有宾语，所以不对，该改作下面的任何一种表达形式：

It is worthwhile to discuss the question again.

The question is worth discussing again.

It is worthwhile discussing the question again.

To discuss the question again is worthwhile.

Discussing the question again is worthwhile.

第四句和第五句都不很自然。

但下面两句都可以说：

The sight is worth going to see.

Your son is worth denying yourself for the sake of. （你的儿子值得你节衣缩食去培养他。）

不过第二句未免生硬。

Dreams that are worth dreaming are worth coming true（值得梦想的梦想是值得实现的）里的worth coming true当然是错的，不过就全句而论，错了些倒很流利，可以说“无伤大雅”。


3．
 worth和worthwhile前面用well，不用very。


4．
 下面每句里在worth后面的动名词前面都有the：

The soil was truly worth the
 ploughing for the return it gave.

Some of the suggestions are scarcely worth the
 making.

Was the play really worth the
 acting?

用了the表示那动作已经实现。


5．
 偶尔worth后面接属于完成时态的动名词。例如：Soon I realized that some of the phrases I had copied into my notebook were archaisms not worth having learnt
 .


6．
 可以说It is worthwhile to discuss the question again，不可说The question is worthwhile discussing again，该把while删去。这样多用的while是英美人常有的错误。下面每组里的第一句和第二句都对，第三句不对：




但下面两句都可以说：

It is worth
 remembering that all that glitters is not gold.

It is worthwhile
 remembering that all that glitters is not gold.

第一句里以that引导的从句是It的同位语，第二句里remembering that all that glitters is not gold是It的同位语。


7．
 说“值得被某人…”不可说worth...'s ...ing或worth...ing by...，如不可说This is worth my father's
 doing或This is worth doing by my father
 ，该改作下面的任何一句：

This is worthy to be done by my father.

It is worthwhile for my father to do this.

It is worth my father's while to do this.


8．
 a yuan's worth of stamps，ten yuan's worth of oranges等表达方式里有撇号和s，但¥800 worth of...等表达方式里习惯在¥800后面不加撇号和s。


worthwhile
 worthwhile往往（尤其在美国）用作“好的”或“有价值的”解，如a worth-while book和a worth-while friend。


worthy 1．
 下面四句意思相同：

This is worthy to be done
 .

This is worthy of being done
 .

This is worthy being done
 .

This is worth doing
 .

下面几点该注意：

（1）第一句里的to be done不可改作to do。

（2）第二句里的of being done不可改作of doing。

（3）第三句里的being done不可改作doing。

（4）第四句里的doing不可改作being done。参见worth 2


（5）第一句不很自然。第三句现在远不及第二句普通。假使动名词改作名词，也是这样，如This is worthy consideration现在远不及This is worthy of
 consideration普通。

（6）第四句最普通。

（7）worthy后面的不定式不一定属于被动语态，比较下面两句：

This question is worthy to be considered
 . （这问题是值得被考虑的。）

He is worthy to consider
 this question. （他是值得考虑这问题的［他有考虑这问题的能力］。）

（8）说“值得被某人…的”通常用第一句，不用第二句或第三句，不可用第四句。参见worth 7



2．
 下面两句意思不同：

This task is not worthy of him. （这件工作配不上他［太简易，配不上有像他这样本领、经验等的人］。）

He is not worthy of this task. （他配不上这件工作［他的本领、经验等太差，配不上这件工作］。）


3．
 worthy不可单独用作表语，如不可说He is worthy或The reward is worthy，该改作He is a worthy man和This is a worthy reward。worthy man和man of worth略有不同。worthy man里的worthy往往含有“还算不坏”、“殊堪嘉尚”等不很尊敬的意思，man of worth是“德才兼备的人”。


would
 参见shall



wound(ed) 1．
 注意He has a knife wound in
 the leg和There are wounds in
 his forehead and face里用in，不用on。


2．
 可以说our wounded（我方的受伤者），fifty wounded（五十个受伤的人）等。


write 1．
 write后面可以接双宾语。例如：Don't forget to write me all the news. 和They wrote us a report last month. 也往往只用间接宾语而不用直接宾语，如I shall write you again soon和They wrote us last month。有人以为该在write和wrote后面加上to。假使write的直接宾语是一个以that引导的从句，也有人以为该用to。例如：They wrote to
 us that they were coming to see the show.

上面各句都不可改作被动语态，如不可说We were written a report (by them) last month或You will be written again soon，也不可说A report was written us (by them) last month。可以改作：

We received a report from them last month.

You will be written to
 again soon.

A report was written to
 us (by them) last month.

但第二句和第三句不很自然。


2．
 I（或We）write to...（不定式）和I am（或We are）writing to...（不定式）都用在信的开首，作“我（们）写这信，目的在于…”解。


3．
 I shall write to him to tell about her可能有两个意思：“我将写信给他，告诉他关于她的事。”或“我将写信给他，请他告诉我关于她的事。”改成下面两句当然便明白了：

I shall write to tell him about her.

I shall write to ask him to tell (me) about her.

下面两句当然也很明白：

I shall write to him to come immediately. （他“来”，不是我“来”。write后面的to改作for也可以）

I shall write to him to answer his questions. （我“答”，不是他“答”）


4．
 下面两句意思相同：

He has written
 (to say) that he is in town.

He writes
 (to say) that he is in town.


5．
 He wrote to her in
 London和He wrote to her from
 London意思不同。第一句里的in London修饰her。


writer
 在文章里用the writer或the presnet writer指自己不很自然，在信函里更不自然。


writing(s) 1．
 a
 writing用来指“一篇文章”或“一本著作”很不普通，但往往指“一个文件”。复数形式指“（某人的）著作”。例如：His writings
 have been published in five volumes.


2．
 writing用作“笔迹”解总是用单数形式。例如：His writing is not clear enough.


3．
 at the time of writing作“当我在写这篇文章（或这本书）写到这里的时刻”。例如：At the time of writing, birds are singing outside the window. 和At the time of writing, news of technical transformation of agriculture keeps coming in.


wrong(ly) 1．
 He is wrong to think
 so不及He is wrong in thinking
 so普通。


2．
 比较下面四句：

It is wrong for
 you to do this. （你做这件事是错误的。）

It is wrong of
 you to do this. （你做这件事是不应该的。）

It is wrong that
 you should
 do this. （跟第一句相同）

You do wrong in
 doing（或to do
 ）this. （跟第二句相同）


3．
 wrong和in the wrong的区别，相当于right和in the right的区别。参见right 4



4．
 wrong（副词）和wrongly
 的区别，相当于right和rightly
 的区别。参见right 5


但下面两句里用wrong或wrongly都可以：

You guessed wrong(ly).

You've done it wrong(ly).


5．
 注意下面各句里在wrong前面用the而不用a：

They took the
 wrong course.

He came on the
 wrong day.

She brought me the
 wrong book.

I knocked at the
 wrong door.

You have said the
 wrong thing.

That is the
 wrong way to do it.

Dirt is said to be matter in the
 wrong place.

Take care not to let the letter fall into the
 wrong hands.


the
 wrong...跟the
 right...相反，作“不是the right...的那个…”解。因为the
 right...里用the，所以也用the，并没有“唯一的”的意思。如假定一共有10本书，你叫某人拿第4本来，那第4本是right book，第4本以外的任何一本都是wrong book（一共有9本），第4本并不是“唯一的wrong book”，但习惯用the而不用a。




X




X-ray
 （或x-ray
 ） 1．X-ray（爱克斯光）原来不是物质名词，所以原来不说The doctor is examining his lungs by means of X-ray。而用复数形式X-rays
 。但现在偶尔有by means of X-ray
 等表达方式。用作形容词该用单数形式，如an X-ray examination和X-ray therapy。


2．
 不论摄影、透视或治疗，当然不会只有一束爱克斯光，所以an X-ray很少用。但在譬喻里有时用。例如：Her eyes probed my face like an X-ray。


3．
 用作名词时往往写作X ray。用作形容词或动词时，可以说总是写X-ray。




Y




Yankee
 Yankee在英国和欧洲指“美国人”，在美国通常指New England人。New England指美国东北部的Maine，New Hampshire，Vermont，Massachusetts，Rhode Island和Connecticut六州。美国南方各州的人说Yankee有时指美国北方任何一州的人，多少有些轻视的意味。


Yard
 the
 Yard指Scotland Yard。参见Scotland



year 1．
 a five-year-old boy，a twenty-year-old school等比a five-years-old boy，a twenty-years-old school等普通。


2．
 We studied together for years和His mother died years ago等句子里的years都作“好几年”解。不可用years指几十年或一百多年，如不可说Years ago the telephone was invented或Wealth of Nations
 （国富论）was first published years ago。


3．
 the time of (the
 ) year（这个季候）和this time of (the
 ) year里的the似乎用的少，不用的多。


4．
 the year (of
 ) 1999等表达方式里的of用的少，不用的多。通常只用1999等，不用year。


5．
 习惯上不说How many years
 old are you? 或I do not know how many years
 old he is，该把many years删去。


6．
 His father died in
 the same year和Her second novel appeared in the following year等句子里的in往往省去。


7．
 He came to Beijing at fourteen (years
 )里的years用的少，不用的多。


8．
 year in year out和year in，year out（有逗号）和year in and
 year out都可以说，第三式最不普通。


9．
 I hope the book will go through many editions over the years
 里的over the years作“在这（或那）几年中间”解。


yellow
 yellow用于press，journal，journalism，journalist，newspaper，editor等词前面通常译作“黄色（的）”，但yellow的涵义跟汉语“黄色新闻”、“黄色歌曲”等表达方式里的“黄色”的涵义不同。yellow用于press等词前面含有“骇人听闻”、“扰乱人心”、“妖言惑众”、“造谣生事”、“夸夸其谈”、“言过其实”等意思。“黄色新闻”和“黄色歌曲”等表达方式里的“黄色”在口语里有时用blue。例如：blue stories和The play is rather blue.


yes 1．
 关于yes和no的区别，参见no 1



2．
 下面每组里的三句意思相同：








3．
 下面对话里的yes and no表示“不能说定”：

A: Did you convince him?

B: Well, yes and no.


yesterday 1．
 on yesterday似乎只用在美国。


2．
 yesterday在记事里有时指上文说起过的某天的昨天。例如：We got a better chance than we had had yesterday.


3．
 all yesterday不及all day
 yesterday合乎习惯。


4．
 yesterday morning和yesterday afternoon里的yesterday不可改作last。yesterday evening和last evening都可以说。yesterday night不及last night普通。


yet 1．
 下面三种表达方式意思相同：strange(,) yet true，strange and yet true，strange but yet true。第三种表达方式最不普通。


2．
 a yet longer poem，yet more interesting等表达方式里的yet作even或still解，现在不及用even或still普通。


3．
 the fastest car that has yet been made（到现在为止最快的汽车）是正常的英语，近几年来也有人用the fastest-yet car等语。


4．
 参见already 1
 和still 1



you 1．
 you有时泛指“任何人”。例如：


You
 never can tell. （万事不可预料。）


You
 never know what you
 can do till you
 try.


You
 cannot lose what you
 never had.


You
 cannot catch old birds with chaff. （有经验的人决不会上［你的］当。）

这样用法的you比one亲切，在口语和口语式的文字里比one普通。


2．
 祈使句里的主语you通常省去。但有时可以用you来加重语气，用了you句子仍旧是祈使句，并不成为陈述句。例如：


You
 go.

Go you
 .


You
 be quiet.


You
 mind your own business.


You
 get out of the room.

Don't you
 worry about that.

Don't you
 come here again.

Don't you
 keep on asking me questions like that.

Never you
 mind how old she is.

Never you
 mind.

But I have no objection, mind you
 （或mark you
 ）.

In you
 go!

Out you
 come!

下面几点该注意：

（1）用Don't you...和Never you...，不用You don't...和You never...。

（2）用mind you和mark you，不用you mind和you mark。

（3）In you go!和Out you come!都是非正式的句法，只用于熟人。

（4）用you往往有把“你”跟“我”或别人对比的意思。例如：I must go away for a while. You
 sit here till I come back. 和You
 stand up. Your sister
 is too tired to stand any more, and would like to have the seat.

下面三句都是祈使句，但只有第一句里的You是take的主语，第二句里的You和第三句里的You都是呼唤语，不是take的主语：


You
 take that chair.


You
 , take that chair. （有逗号）

Take that chair, you
 .


3．
 下面两句里都用their，不用your，也有人用your，但不合理，不算正当：

Some of you have already handed in their
 compositions.

Many of you have not yet made up their
 minds.


4．
 注意下面第一句里用us，第二句里用you。

You and I have no misunderstanding between us
 .

You and he have no misunderstanding between you
 .


5．
 you all比all of you通俗。

在美国南方you all很常用，往往也用于一个人，如向一个朋友说How are you all today? 和向一个店员说Do you all keep fresh butter here? 美国北方人说这种用法不合理，可是南方人说它是合理的，他们说you all指“你和你的家属”、“你们这店（里的全部员工）”等。


young(er) 1．
 关于younger brother和younger sister，参见brother 1
 和elder
 。young brother是“年幼的兄或弟”，不一定是“弟”，不可用来代younger
 brother。


2．
 young Clark可能有下面各个意思：1．年轻的Clark。2．Clark父子的子。3．Clark兄弟的弟。4．两个姓Clark的人中的较年轻的一个。


the
 young Clark是“年轻时代的Clark”。


the
 young Clarks
 是“Clark家的孩子们”。


3．
 the younger pitt（指18世纪英国政治家William Pitt的儿子William Pitt，也是政治家）或pitt the younger都可以说。


your(s) 1．
 your有时泛用作“大家知道的”解，往往含有轻视或讽刺的意思。例如：He used to be one of your
 'modern' gentlemen.


2．
 yours有时指“你的家里的人们”（用在you and yours
 中），有时指“你的全部财产”，在信函里往往指“你的来信”或“你的定单”，是商业信函用语。


3．
 在信函的信尾客套语里，在美国往往只用Sincerely，Cordially等词而不用Y
 ours或y
 ours。就语法讲，Yours sincerely，Sincerely yours等表达方式里的sincerely，Sincerely等修饰Yours或yours。


4．
 有些人把yours单独用作信尾客套语，有人以为不正当。


5．
 Yours s
 incerely，V
 ery t
 ruly y
 ours等表达方式的第一个单词通常用大写字母开首，但也有人用小写字母开首，第二个单词和第三个单词用小写字母开首。


6．
 下面各句里的斜体部分不可改作your，用you是英美人常有的错误：

Each of you has done his
 （或her
 ，或his or her
 ）best.

Neither of you has failed to do his
 （或her
 ，或his or her
 ）best
 .

Every one of you has done his
 （或her
 ，或his or her
 ）best.

Some of you have done their
 best.

Many of you have done their
 best.

None of you have failed to do their
 best.


yourself
 下面两句里用yourself而不用you，是为了加重语气：

I wrote to your brother about it a week ago, but later I thought I had better write to yourself
 too.

Here is a point of grammar that I should not mention to any less serious student than yourself
 .


youth 1．
 a
 youth通常是“一个青年男子”，不指女子，如a
 girl and a
 youth，youths
 通常是“多个青年男子”，不指女子，如Both her brothers are tall fair-haired youths
 。youth统指“男女青年们”，通常被当作复数，有时被当作单数。例如：The youth of the city are
 （或is
 ）preparing for the charity bazaar. a thousand youth，college youth，a group of Chinese youth等表达方式里的youth都兼指男女。


2．
 They studied together in their youth
 （青年时代）里的youth改作youths
 也可以，但不及用youth普通。




Z




zealous
 zealous后面有时接不定式。例如：He seems to be more afraid of doing wrong than zealous to do
 right.


zero
 1. above zero，below zero，to zero等表达方式里的zero前面没有the。


2．
 zero weather（零度气候）前面没有the。

OEBPS/Image00071.jpg
He regrets his happy youth.

He regrets, the loss of his happy youth.

He regrets the good training he did not receive.
He regrets the improper training he received.





OEBPS/Image00070.jpg
{ The story is concerned with a national hero.

The story concerns a national hero.
The article deals with some questions concerned with the historical

event.
The article deals with some questions concerning the historical

event.
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On receiving our invitation Mrs Kerr sent a regret.
On receiving our invitation Mrs Kerr sent regrets.
He refused my offer with much regret.

He refused my offer with many regrets.
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He is the best musician of all men 1 know.

He is a better musician than any other man 1 know.
He is the man of all men for the job.

He is the man for the job rather than any other.
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The way he did it attracted me.

The way in which he did it attracted me.

The way rhat he did it attracted me.

All depends on the way you start the work.

All depends on the way in which you start the work.
All depends on the way that you start the work.
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He agrees to this, on (the) condition that she stzays in town.

He agrees to this, on (the) condition that she shall stay in town.

He agrees to this, on (the) condition that she should stay in town.

He agrees to this, on (the) condition that she stay (EIIFIER)
in town.
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I rejoice to see you back again.

{ I am rejoiced to see you back again.
I rejoice that you have recovered.

{ I am rejoiced that you have recovered.
I rejoice at the good news.

{ I am rejoiced at the good news.
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ba Jin 1s one of the greatest of Chinese authors.

Ba Jin is one of the greatest Chinese authors I have ever read.

David Copperfield is one of the most famous of nineteenth-century
English novels.

David Copperfield is one of the most famous English novels of the
nineteenth century.

Shanghai is one of the most populous of cities.

Shanghai is one of the most populous cities in the world.
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The man sat alone.

The dog sat alone.

Man and dog sat together.

The boy came up to me.

The girl came up to me.

Boy and girl came up to me together.
This is good for the body.

This is good for the mind.

This is good for the soul.

This is good for body, mind, and soul.
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I intend that he shall (A< will) do it at once.
I intend that he do (N does) it at once.
[ I intended him to do it at once.

[ I intend him to do it at once.

I intended that he should (A~JH would) do it at once.
I intended that he do (A~ did) it at once.
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{ He spoke n an angry tone.
He spoke in angry tones.
[ heard her cry in an impatient tone.
| I heard her cry in impatient tones.
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I reckon him a good man.

I reckon him as a good man.

I reckon him to be a good man.
I reckon him clever.

I reckon him as clever.

I reckon him to be clever.
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He 1s reputed a good artist.

He is reputed r0 be a good artist.

He is reputed as a good artist.

He is reputed somewhat eccentric.

He is reputed o be somewhat eccentric.
He is reputed as somewhat eccentric.
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Oh, John.
Oh, what a surprise!

Oh, no! You are quite wrong.

Oh, see, who’s coming!
Oh, did you see that?

|
<‘
|

O John!

O what a surprise!

0O George, come here!

O dear! There it goes again.
O for a breath of fresh air!
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The book may be obtained
Copies of the circular are available (up)on request.
The book will be forwarded free of charge
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We shall give you credit for the amount. (FR{ITRIEXZIC AR
#770)

We shall credit the amount 7o you.

We shall credit you with the amount.

We give him credit for wisdom. (TR FMAEE.)

We credit wisdom to him. (EbEA 38 )

We credit him wirh wisdom.

We give him credit for being wise. (A THIME A S &, )

We credit him with being wise.
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He resolved 10 do 1t.

He resolved (up)on doing it.

That resolved him 70 do it.

That resolved him (up)on doing it.
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The house opposite is an old one.
The opposite house is an old one.
The slope opposite is still covered with snow.
The opposite slope is still covered with snow.
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He had nothing to reply. (| B AW | A REZ, )
{ He had nothing to reply to. (& A[[FE ] ELE, )
He did not know what to reply. (f REEIZEH 2K H,)
{ He did not know what to reply to. ({7 E1E %5 T4 4 F4., )
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It is kind of you to come.

How kind (it is) of you to come!

You are kind to come.

It was careless of him to lose his way.

How careless (it was) of him to lose his way!
He was careless to lose his way.
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He represented her to be an actress. (b5 fi 2 — > i, )
He represented her as an actress.

He represented that she was an actress.

She represented herself to have visited Egypt.

She represented herself as having visited Egypt.

She represented that she had visited Egypt.
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He agreed to this, on (the) condition that she stayed in town.

He agreed to this, on (the) condition that she should stay in town.

He agreed to this, on (the) condition that she stay (FEIIIFER)
in town.
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Whom did you give the letter z0?

To whom did you give the letter?

Whom did you give the letter?

Whom has she bought the book for?

For whom has she bought the book?

Whom has she bought the book?

The man whom I gave the letter to is the secretary.

The man ro whom I gave the letter is the secretary.

The man whom I gave the letter is the secretary.

The boy whom she has bought the book for is her nephew.
The boy for whom she has bought the book is her nephew.
The boy whom she has bought the book is her nephew.
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Not a soul was to be seen for miles round.
There was not a soul to be seen for miles round.
Not a soul was rhere to be seen for miles round.
Lakes like these can be found nowhere else.
Nowhere else can lakes like these be found.
Nowhere else can there be found lakes like these.
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The dog is a faithful animal.
A dog is a faithful animal.
Dogs are faithful animals.
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He has turned out a fine scholar.
{ He has turned out 0 be a fine scholar.
I hope the weather will turn out fine.
{ I hope the weather will turn out 7o be fine.
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I can’t have you do nothing all day.
{ I can’t have you doing nothing all day.
{ I hope to have you all speak correct English within a year.
I hope to have you all speaking correct English within a year.
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I shall go tomorrow — that 1s the only thing he said.
{ This is the only thing he said: ‘I shall go tomorrow.’
How to avoid the trouble, that is the question.
{ This is the question: how to avoid the trouble.
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I hope this dictionary will prove of great value to rhe Chinese student
of English.

I hope this dictionary will prove of great value to a Chinese student
of English.

I hope this dictionary will prove of great value to Chinese students
of English.
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He got into the train at ten o’clock.

He got on the train at ten o’clock.

We got out of the crowded train with difficulty.
We got off the crowded train with difficulty.
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{ Have you got to do that today? (—K})

Do you have (&% got) to do that every day? (&%)
I haven’t got to go.

{ I don’t have (& got) to go.
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They walked out with the boy. (thfi18RX B —HEHEH %, )
{ They walked out on the boy. (fifi1d %= T, X B BAEIRE,)
I don’t know why he walked out from the meeting. (FRARENE A
[ Ittt a e EEE %)
I don’t know why he walked out on the meeting. (FRARHNE b Ky
H 2N E R AR H ] P . ).
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She has read, yes, studied all these essays, carefully.
She has read, yes, and studied all these essays, carefully.
She has read, nay, studied, all these essays carefully.
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I shall give (8% lend, 8¢ send) my book zo him.
{ I shall give (8§ lend, 2 send) him my book.

I shall tell my name to him.
{ I shall tell him my name.
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It is sold at a yuan the catty.
{ It is sold at a yuan a catty.

I bought these booklets at five yuan the copy.
{ I bought these booklets at five yuan a copy.
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Suppose he 1s absent, what shall we do?
Supposing he is absent, what shall we do?
Suppose he were absent, what should we do?
Supposing he were absent, what should we do?
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Who do you think told me so?
Do you know who told me so?
Where do you think she lives?
Do vou know where she lives?
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I shall see him again in a week (—2LF).
{ I shall see him several times in a week (—2HILIA).
He will graduate in three years (Z4ELIJF).
{ He will learn another foreign language in three years (=4I ).
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the fifth book the second World War
book five World War I1
book fifth World War Second
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I think it a shame.
{ I think of it as a shame.
This used to be thought impossible.
{ This used to be thought of as immpossible.
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Every one of us has his work to do.
{ Every one of us has to do his work.

I have four letters to reply to this morning.
{ 1 have to reply to four letters this morning.
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Who are you speaking of?
Whom are you speaking of?
Of whom are you speaking?
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The more you read, the better you will write.
The more you read, the better will you write.
The harder he worked, the happier he felt.
The harder he worked, the happier did he feel.
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No-one 1s more interested in it than is the little girl I have just
spoken of.

No-one is more interested in it than the little girl I have just
spoken of is.

He has collected more stamps than has any of his friends or of his
father’s friends.

He has collected more stamps than any of his friends or of his
father’s friends has.
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every third day (BE=F,5=%, 5HHEX)

every three days

every s%xth tree (AR, AR, SRR

every six trees
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1 shall telegraph him.
{ 1 shall telegraph ro him.
1 shall telegraph him to come.
{ I shall telegraph o him to come.
I shall telegraph the news to him.
{ I shall telegraph him the news.
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FIYE? 2. EFERY— A B FIRERA M. )
What do you want of such a book?

l What do we want with him? (1. b3t FRATEH 2 HR? 2. fbxd

l ‘What do you want with such a book? (1. XK —&H,FKFH 4

FRMZBEA M)

What do we want of him?
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Try to do 1t.

Try and do it.

I will try to do it.

I will try and do it.

You must try ro keep perfectly still for a moment.
You must try and keep perfectly still for a moment.
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{ The cost of wheat is less than that of rice. (that=the cost)
I prefer the climate of Shanghai to rthat of Tianjin. (that=the
climate)
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This is worth doing.

It is worthwhile to do this.

This is worthwhile doing.

His advice is worth taking.

It is worthwhile to take his advice.
His advice is worthwhile taking.
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Py

He 1s too ready to blame others.

He is too ready to blame others to blame himself. (fth A5 F F %%
PN UETAREFRFEDT,)

She is too anxious to please.

She is too anxious to please to please. (fii k2T FA, LLZE
FAREEEMF AL)
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P

This 1s the best story (that) I ever heard.

This is the best story (that) [ have ever heard.

This is one of the best stories (that) I ever heard.
This is one of the best stories (that) I have ever heard.
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. It is there that accidents often occur.
It is through carelessness that accidents often occur.

It is when the lights have gone out that accidents often occur.
{ It is help that I need.

It is I that need help.
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I am familiar with the facts.
{ The facts are familiar ro me.
He is familiar with the subject.
{ The subject is familiar zo him.
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Who is that letter from?

Whom is that letter form?

From whom is that letter?

Who did you give the letter 70?
Whom did you give the letter 707
To whom did vou give the letter.
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{ He found fault with my composition. (153K fI/F XAEF . )
He found a fault in my composition. (fB7EFREIVESC B H—4
Eo)
He did not find much fault with my composition. (i <% £33
HIFE U )
| He did not find many faults in my composition. (ffi 1<% ZE R 1E
YERHFLER,)
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BIERREIE
16 & e

A Dictionary of
English Usage
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[
1

There is honour in being on the committee.
It is an honour to be on the committee.
There is honour to be on the committee.
There is no disgrace in failing once.

It is no disgrace to fail once.

There is no disgrace to fail once.
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He is ready, yes, eager to help us.
He is ready, yes, and eager to help us.
He is ready, nay, eager, to help us.
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We eat that we may live.

We eat so that we may live.

We eat in order that we may live.

We eat to the end that we may live.

He rested that he might work better.

He rested so that he might work better.

He rested in order that he might work better.
He rested o the end that he might work better.
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He depends on you rather than on me.
{ He depends more on you than (’R¥] i rather than) on me.
They considered it practicable to remain where they were rather
than to push on across the river.
They considered it more practicable to remain where they were
than (AT H rather than) to push on across the river.
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I wish I could hear what he is saying.
{ I wish I could hear what he was saying.

He wishes he knew where the girl has gone.
{ He wishes he knew where the girl had gone.
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He qualified as a typist. ({25 130 H CREBMITF 1o )
He was qualified as a typist. (fli2— P REBMATHIITE S )
He qualified as a doctor. (i ## EME 4, )

He was qualified as a doctor. (iR — S ESHIESE,)
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We are carrying on the experiment. (F]IEEHTTIX LS, )

We are carrying out the experiment. (FATIEAESELATIXER,)

Investigations have been carried on for a long time. (%% B4 4%
HEFHEAT.)

Investigations have already been carried out. (% ELH5%
HMT.)





OEBPS/Image00158.jpg
‘When you come, I shall be glad to see you.

When you tell me all about it, then I shall be able to decide.
If you come, I shall be glad to see you.

If you tell me all about it, then 1 shall be able to decide.
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That is an excuse for being late. (FRRXM T [ EL BB E :RF| K —
TR, )
That is an excuse 0 be late. (FFR B MET MHERT B 5B

— IR )

He said that as an excuse for keeping the little girl quiet. (fit[ &
2, EAESH B X LB TR R, VLIS — e, )
He said that as an excuse 0 keep the little girl quiet. (ffi3iHF%]

i, BN ETHEX LB IR 5%E,)
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He threw a piece of meat to his dog.

He threw his dog a piece of meat.

He threw a cigarette 0 me, saying ‘Have a smoke’.
He threw me a cigarette, saying ‘Have a smoke’.
They hastened to throw a rope to the drowning man.
They hastened to throw the drowning man a rope.
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A cake made of wheat costs less than that made of rice. (%7l that

2AE one)

I prefer a street in a small town to rhat in such a large city as
Shanghai. (iZ#8 that 2{4E one)
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Jravay. aresteiy

He has proved a fine teacher.

He has proved 70 be a fine teacher.
The report proved false.

The report proved 1o be false.





OEBPS/Image00061.jpg
Jack had no tea or coffee. (X FHI1ES)
Jack had no tea, nor coffee. (325 )
He has never heard of her or of her sister. (X322 )
He has never heard of her, nor of her sister. (HiE2)
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It is not possible to finish the work in a week, still less (Z{ much
less) is it possible to finish it in three days.
U It is impossible to finish the work in a week, still more (& much
more) is it impossible to finish it in three days.
I was not allowed to see him, still less (ZX much less) was I
[ allowed to talk to him.
1 was forbidden to see him, still more (& much more) was I
forbidden to talk to him.
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They pronounced him a good boy.

They pronounced him to be a good boy.
They pronounced that he was a good boy.
The doctor pronounced her cured.

The doctor pronounced her to be cured.
The doctor pronounced that she was cured.
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‘We must take care that the fuel /aszs out the winter.

We must take care that the fuel shall last out the winter.
We must take care that the fuel may last out the winter.
We took care that the fuel /asted out the winter.

We took care that the fuel should last out the winter.
We took care that the fuel might last out the winter.
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TSN PR BTN T RS I, ey

He is no fool. (fti1RA5 . )

He is not a fool. (b RERF.)

He is no genius. (fl 2% F,)

He is not a genius. (b REXKA,)

He is no grammarian. (ffi R A%, )
He is not a grammarian. (i R 215 R, )
He is no scholar. (fti R KIRE, )

He is not a scholar. (fti RE2%%,)

He is no judge. (th R &% %E,)

He is not a judge. (fE R REEX.)

I am no angel. (RS A KIF.)

I am not an angel. (AR KE,)

It is no joke. (X E—IELH,)

It is not a joke. GXANE%1E,)
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He is ready to accept the offer.

He is ready enough to accept the offer.

He is lucky (& fortunate) to have such a son.

He is lucky (8% fortunate) enough to have such a son.
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He used to come by tram, usedn’t he?
He used to come by tram, usen’t he?
He used to come by tram, didn’t he?
A :He used not to come by tram.

B: Use(d)n’t he?

A:He use(d)n’t to come by tram.

B: Use(d)n’t he?

A:He didn’t use to come by tram.

B: Didn’t he?
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I trust (that) you will be able to help me.
{ I trust (that) you may be able to help me.

I trusted (that) you would be able to help me.
{ I trusted (that) you might be able to help me.
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He has promised me to go. (B4 Ik Riafh = AR E],)
He has permitted me to go. (th B& fiF R E[ RARME],)

He has given me a promise to go. (fh3:, FRERK %)

He has given me permission to go. (33, REAM )
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He used to come by tram.

I used to swim daily.

She used to see him every Sunday.

We do it less often than we used (to).
There used to be a cottage here.

The nights used to seem very long.

Are you used to this sort of thing?

You will soon get used to it.

She is not used to hardships.

He is quite used to hard work.

They are now used to meeting foreigners.
The boy is not used to being spoken to like that.
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He has no more than twenty yuan (R4 20 jG, AJ /07T ) in his
pocket.

He has not more than twenty yuan (££ 20 jt, iR 20 jt)
in his pocket.

He has no less than twenty yuan (¥4 20 jo, AJE £ T) in his
pocket.

He has not less than twenty yuan (/5 20 5, 5K IE 20 75) in
his pocket.

Joe was no richer than his friend. (FF3EAS HoAth 9 B & 55 6 [ 5518
£ AN]1.)

Joe was not richer than his friend. (FFIEARLAMBIAAEE [HA4
#ImAEA])
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You were kind to come. (4R EIRIEARAIEF )

You were kind enough to come. (442 Ti%, )

He is careful to pronounce the words correctly. (iR {4l HbisE %t
T kLB, )

He is careful enough to pronounce the words correctly. (fifRf¥

A, Ffr DL S5 R EREERT T . )
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It will probably rain tonight.

It may well rain tonight.

It may probably rain tonight.

He said it would probably rain that night.
He said it might well rain that night.

He said it might probably rain that night.
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Suppose we look him up today.
Suppose we looked him up today.
Suppose you look him up today.
Suppose you looked him up today.
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His praise (f{)FR%( 4 ]) pleased her very much.
His friends spoke highly in his praise (fifIFR%E).
Their praises (fifi1AFR% [ 1t ]1) made the girl feel very prond.

You are always full of their praises (fbATTRIREFREE). (FR¥EH WD
FREEAAT)





OEBPS/Image00135.jpg
I suspect him o be the offender.
1 suspect that he is the offender.
[ We suspected him of having lost his way in the wood.

( I suspect him of being the offender.

We suspected him z0 have lost his way in the wood.
We suspected that he had lost his way in the wood.





OEBPS/Image00052.jpg
When we were about to start, it began to rain.

We were about to start when it began to rain.

When he had made up his mind, a thought occurred to him.
He had made up his mind, when a thought occurred to him.
When they were still laughing, the teacher came in.

They were still laughing when the teacher came in.





OEBPS/Image00134.jpg
The thirty-five persons are t/e inhabitants of the village. (H=-1
RA NI L2750 R )

The thirty-five persons are inhabitants of the village. (8= +F.4
NRIBAFT B 5 R )

He came with his children a week ago, and t/e three of them are
still staying with us. (b A0 F L0178 — B DART R, A fi]— 3%
ZEANRFEERBAMESE— )

He came with his children a week ago, and three of them are still
staying with us. (fBFMEAF L A17E — B IILIATARE, Hrh= A3
TERIRNMMEAE —#E,)





OEBPS/Image00127.jpg
The girl I met at the door told me so. (FRZEI] BRI L
FRXHEFR,)

A girl I met at the door told me so. (R7EITHBEIM — L H%TF
XEEEIRTR,)





OEBPS/Image00049.jpg
There is no-one here but knows the story. (iXHE ) AFPHIIEIX
=)

No-one here but knows the story.

There is no-one here but he knows the story.

No-one here but he knows the story.

There are few books but have a misprint or two. (R A —
FIALENRISE R, )

Few books but have a misprint or two.

There are few books but they have a misprint or two.

Few books but they have a misprint or two.





OEBPS/Image00050.jpg
He has a nimble wit.

He has nimble wits.

He does not seem to have the wit to understand the situation.
He does not seem to have the wits to understand the situation.





OEBPS/Image00047.jpg
Is the baby a boy? (5 E&E[A]4])

Yes, it is a boy.

No, it is not a boy.

Is the baby not a boy? (& E&E[A]4])
Yes, it is a boy.

No, it is not a boy.





OEBPS/Image00048.jpg
He is possessed of great learning.
{ He possesses great learning.

I know a man possessed of great learning.
{ I know a man possessing great learning.





OEBPS/Image00046.jpg
This is the only place you find such flowers.

This is the only place where you find such flowers.

This is the only garden where you find such flowers.

Whatever place you may live, you may reach us by telephone.

Whatever place you may live in, you may reach us by telephone.

Whatever city or town you may live in, you may reach us by
telephone.





OEBPS/Image00140.jpg
This English grammar, the greater part of which deals with words,
1 phrases, and constructions, was published not long ago.
This English grammar, of which the greater part deals with words,
phrases, and constructions, was published not long ago.
There are only a few words in the lesson the spelling of which
may cause trouble to beginners.

There are only a few words in the lesson of which the spelling
may cause trouble to beginners.





OEBPS/Image00139.jpg
I wish to see the secretary and the treasurer. (secretary Fl treasurer
RAN.)
I wish to see the secretary and treasurer. (secretary Ffl treasurer &
N
™~ Ae)
The boys and the girls are educated separately.
The boys and (the) girls are educated together.





OEBPS/Image00044.jpg
{ He began o teach (E\ teaching) English at the age of eighteen.
He began to know GE# A knowing) English at the age of
eighteen.

I began ro correct (B correcting) my mistakes as soon as they
‘ were pointed out.
I began 10 realize (%A realizing) my mistakes as soon as
they were pointed out.





OEBPS/Image00142.jpg
I shall telephone him.
{ 1 shall telephone to him.
I shall telephone him to come.
{ 1 shall telephone to him to come.





OEBPS/Image00045.jpg
It 1s time for us to start.

It is high time for us to start.

It is time we started.

It is high time we started.

It is time that we started.

It is high time that we started.

It is time we should start.

It is high time we should start.

It is time that we should start.

It is high time that we should start.
It was time for us to start.

It was high time for us to start.

It was time we started.

It was high time we started.

It was time thar we started.

It was high time that we started.

It was time we should start.

It was high time we should start.
It was time that we should start.
It was high time that we should start.





OEBPS/Image00141.jpg
{ I can ensure that they shall ({&/RH will) come tomorrow.
I said I could ensure that they should ({&/Rf would) come the

next day.
[ We must take steps to ensure that these rules shall be (5§, are,

will be) faithfully carried out.
We took steps to ensure that these rules should be (8 were, B}

would be) faithfully carried out.





OEBPS/Image00042.jpg
He does not need looking after. (fth/ASh32 BRI, )
He needs no looking after.

That does not need accounting for. (IF4RLAERE, )
That needs no accounting for.





OEBPS/Image00144.jpg
{ The father and the son disagree.
The father and (the) son agree.





OEBPS/Image00043.jpg
There is no place to go.
There is no place to go to.
There is no home to go to.
I want a place to sleep.
I want a place to sleep in.
I want a room ro sleep in.





OEBPS/Image00143.jpg
{ I shall entrust this duty ro him.

I shall entrust him with this duty.
The task was entrusted to her.

{ She was entrusted with the task.





OEBPS/Image00040.jpg
{ I wish myself at home. (FEABIEIER.)
I wish I were (%} was) at home.

{ He wishes it true. (B EARBXREK,)
He wishes it were (F i was) true.

{ She wishes the noise stopped. (M EIEZEL,)
She wishes the noise fo be stopped.





OEBPS/Image00146.jpg
He asked whoever met him.

He asked whomever he met.

Give it to whoever may ask for it.

Give it to whomever you like.

Whoever met him asked him where he was going.
Whomever he met asked him where he was going.





OEBPS/Image00041.jpg
many people (1FZ A)
| many peoples (¥ £ R%)
one or two people (—F4A)

one or two peoples (—FNRE)





OEBPS/Image00145.jpg
He is older than she.

He is older than her.

You write much better than 7.
You write much better than me.





OEBPS/Image00138.jpg
I believe 1t to be true, but I cannot swear 1it.

{ I believe it to be true, but I cannot swear 0 it.
Can you swear that you saw him enter the house?
Can you swear /o it that you saw him enter the house?
Can you swear to having seen him enter the house?





OEBPS/Image00137.jpg
He 1s a decent enough clerk.
He is a decent clerk enough.
She is a good-tempered enough girl.
She is a good-tempered girl enough.





OEBPS/Image00038.jpg
ARG A e ],)
I didn’t go to bed ¢ill (& until) midnight. (FEF|ERA 5152, )
They didn’t meet before 1953. (ffifi1fE 1953 “ELIRTAREARS [
1953 &5 1953 ELUFA L)
They didn’t meet ill (55, until) 1953. (fBAIHE 1953 AL,

[ I didn’t go to bed before midnight. (F&ASE TE 28 DART 9k 92 [ 7524






OEBPS/Image00115.jpg
The hall was so crowded that we could not even get within ear(-)
shot of the speaker. (BN AZTHAR LX)

The hall was so crowded that the speaker was even hardly within
ear(-)shot of the people in the third row.

The hall was so crowded that we found ourselves out of ear(-)
shot of the speaker.

The hall was so crowded that the speaker found himself out of
ear(-)shot even of the people in the third row.





OEBPS/Image00039.jpg
What is required is some good books.
What are required are some good books.
He reads only what is called good books.
He reads only what are called good books.





OEBPS/Image00114.jpg
Bob had no money with which to buy books.
Bob had no money to buy books with.

This is a good village in which to live.

This is a good village to live in.

What is the proper age at which to marry?
What is the proper age to marry at?





OEBPS/Image00037.jpg
David was ordered to do it on (8¢ under) pain of death. (K T %
i A HX AN , AT EHEARIE )

David was ordered not to do it on (& under) pain of death. (X
TREEE B AN 0T AL BT )

David was told that he must (3{ should) keep the secret on (&
under) pain of death. (K DH&EM, Ml BRFIRFRE , 750 H
BEALIE, )

David was told that he must (3 should) not reveal the secret on
(3 under) pain of death. (K T#E A5, At — 22 78 7 s TS A0 %
75 U6 B AbAE L )





OEBPS/Image00116.jpg
The thing that 1s required 1s good books.

The things (B} books) that are required are good books.

He reads only the thing that is called good books.

He reads only those things (8% books) that are called good books.





OEBPS/Image00035.jpg
Great pains have been taken with her education.
Great pains has been taken with her education.
No pains have been spared.

No pains has been spared.

Your pains are wasted.

Your pains is wasted.





OEBPS/Image00107.jpg
She opened the door as soon as she heard the knock.

She had no sooner heard the knock than she opened the door,
She opened the door as soon as 1 knocked.

No sooner had I knocked than she opened the door.





OEBPS/Image00036.jpg
There 1s no need for you to hurry.
There is no need of your hurrying.

Is there any need for you to hurry?
Is there any need of your hurrying?
What need is there for you to hurry?
What need is there of your hurrying?





OEBPS/Image00033.jpg
I wish him success.
{ I wish success 70 him.
She wishes you no harm.
{ She wishes no harm o you.





OEBPS/Image00109.jpg
He asked his mother: *"May I go to the show?’

He asked his mother whether he might go to the show.

He asked his mother might he go to the show.

He got a note from his sister saymg: ‘I am unwell. Can you come
at once?’

He got a note from his sister saying that she was unwell and
asking whether he could come at once.

He got a note from his sister to say that she was unwell, and
could he come at once.





OEBPS/Image00034.jpg
{ We are all members of society. (FA1E 2SR Ao )
We are all members of the society. (BRATHFREXNELHMER.)
You ought to work for the welfare of society. (#Ri%H T HSHI1E

FITLAE)
You ought to work for the welfare of the society. (#Ri% K T XA

23t A8 F T TAE, )






OEBPS/Image00108.jpg
He thrilled with pride on hearing of his son’s success.

He was thrilled with pride on hearing of his son’s success.
She thrilled with horror at the very thought.

She was thrilled with horror at the very thought.
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He is a man who I believe is honest.
{ He is a man whom I believe (to be) honest.
The boy who they supposed was dead came back.
{ The boy whom they supposed (to be) dead came back.





OEBPS/Image00111.jpg
What a fool he is! (251 RF!)
{ What fool has done it? (W4~ 5FH 7 X fE5?)
[ I did not know what a fool he was. (F& %% KB & /ERE— A
RFo)
I did not know what fool had done it. (F¢7% &1E WA 2 Fi T

XAAE,)





OEBPS/Image00032.jpg
Why aren’t you more interested? (1R FfF AR EK0L— A7)

Why don’t you be more interested? (RN AR LK — AR ?
[z 0—Am!])

Why aren’t you a tractor driver? (R N+ AR R —MERHLFE?)

Why don’t you be a tractor driver? (#fHf+ ARGtk — ANk
MER?)





OEBPS/Image00110.jpg
I do not know whether she is married or not.
{ I do not know whether she be married or not.

Whether she is married or not, she is a good housekeeper.
{ Whether she be married or not, she is a good housekeeper.





OEBPS/Image00029.jpg
He 1s starting early so that he may arrive in time.
He is starting early so that he shall arrive in time.
He is starting early so that he will arrive in time.
He is starting early,so that he will arrive in time.
He started early so that he might arrive in time.
He started early so that he should arrive in time.
He started early, so that he would arrive in time.
He started early so that he would arrive in time.





OEBPS/Image00113.jpg
Could you spare me a few yuan?

Could you spare a few yuan ro me?

He said he could spare me only ten minutes.
He said he could spare only ten minutes to me.





OEBPS/Image00030.jpg
It 1s necessary to finish the work within this week.

The work is necessary to be finished within this week.

It is necessary for us to finish the work within this week.
The work is necessary to be finished by us within this week.





OEBPS/Image00112.jpg
As soon as he came within ear(-)shot, we shouted to him.
As soon as he came within ear(-)shot, he shouted to us.
As he was now out of ear(-)shot, we ceased to shout.

As he was now out of ear(-)shot, he ceased to shout to us.





OEBPS/Image00027.jpg
She 1s kinder than her sister.

She is more intelligent than her sister.

She is more kind than intelligent.

He is more hungry than he was an hour ago.
He is more thirsty than he was an hour ago.
He is more hungry than thirsty.





OEBPS/Image00126.jpg
These goods are by no means satistactory.
{ By no means are these goods satisfactory.
I shall by no means misunderstand you.
{ By no means shall I misunderstand you.





OEBPS/Image00028.jpg
CHNS GG, [P Py,

He is polite. (2R ILFHIHEFHI.)

He is being polite. (fli IE7E3E A AL IREF R, )

She is angry with you. (ftiBR R KRR T.)

She is being angry with you. (fithIE7Eff H BRIR & SR HIREFo)
I am fair to both sides. (FXF I BAFH.)

I am being fair to both sides. (I IE7E B EMEI XI5 AT, )
You are an angel. ({REMNFA.)

You are being an angel. (fRIEEXBERFREEANTFA,)





OEBPS/Image00125.jpg
I shall give (B} lend, 8% send) it him.

{ I shall give (2% lend, % send) it o him.
I shall tell it him.

| I shall tell it zo him.





OEBPS/Image00024.jpg
The car is slowing down.

The car is slowing up.

You had better slow down your car.
You had better slow up your car.





OEBPS/Image00118.jpg
He has spent ten yuan on sweets.

He has spent ten yuan in sweets.

He has spent ten yuan for sweets.

She spends most of her money on books.
She spends most of her money in books.

She spends most of her money for books.





OEBPS/Image00025.jpg
WEPWRWHRWH WP W

: He 1s going to get married.

To whom?

: He is going to get married.

To who?
He is going to get married.
Who to?

: I hope to go with him.

With whom?

: I hope to go with him.
. With who?
: T hope to go with him.
- Who with?





OEBPS/Image00117.jpg
He 1s still at school.

He is still at college.

He is still at the university.

He will go to school in the autumn.

He will go to college in the autumn.

He will go to the university in the autumn.





OEBPS/Image00022.jpg
He showed me some books, one of which was a selection of short
essays. :

He showed me some books; one of them was a selection of short
essays.

He showed me some books, one of them being a selection of short
essays.

He showed me some books, one of which being a selection of
short essays.

He lost his temper, which proved very annoying.

He lost his temper; this (8}, that) proved very annoying.

He lost his temper, this (ZX that) proving very annoying.

He lost his temper, which proving very annoying.





OEBPS/Image00120.jpg
He 1s a man of wide sympathies.

He is a man of very wide sympathies.

He is a man of the widest sympathies.

He is a man of widest sympathies.

His lecture proved of profound interest.

His lecture proved of very profound interest.
His lecture proved of the profoundest interest.
His lecture proved of profoundest interst.

I was in close touch with them.

I was in very close touch with them.

I was in the closest touch with them.

I was in closest touch with them.





OEBPS/Image00023.jpg
{ The report ought to be typewritten. GX# & N iZHITFIIT.)
The report ought to be being typewritten. (X3R4 N i%I7EE1E

FHFEF.)
The children will be dressed by eight o’clock. (ZF1HIRTE 8 &

PR ZEFT,)
The children will be being dressed by eight o’clock. (EF1HIE

8 R EEFKT,)
‘ I hope I shall not be disturbed during the holidays. (3% B71R

BB ARGIT?.)
I hope I shall not be being disturbed during the holidays. (I 28

B BERBREBEITI)





OEBPS/Image00119.jpg
I do not want tea or coffee.
{ I do not want either tea or coffee.
f You may take tea or coffee.
| You may take either tea or coffee.
If you want tea or coffee, I will give you some.
{ If you want either tea or coffee, I will give you some.





OEBPS/Image00020.jpg
I never knew so clever a girl as her.

{ I never knew so clever a girl as she.

{ I do not care to know such a man as him.
I do not care to know such a man as he.





OEBPS/Image00122.jpg
What is he engaged in?
What does he engage in?
He is engaged in teaching.
He engages in teaching.





OEBPS/Image00021.jpg
| This window 1s wider than that.
This window is higher than that.
[ This window is more wide than high.





OEBPS/Image00121.jpg
|

He omitted of and substituted it by for.
He omitted of and substituted it with for.
He omitted of and made for substitute it.
Of was substituted by for (by him).

Of was substituted with for (by him).

Of was substituted by for.





OEBPS/Image00018.jpg
How slow the time passes!
{ I saw some boys pass slow/y by.
Please read as slow as you can.
{ He used to spend his evenings reading slow/y.





OEBPS/Image00124.jpg
I suppose (that) he 1s about forty.

I suppose him to be about forty.

I suppose him about forty.

It was then supposed that she was dead.
She was then supposed o be dead.

She was then supposed dead.





OEBPS/Image00019.jpg
He ate the whole cake and drank the whole of the tea.
He ate the whole cake and drank al/ the tea.

He ate the whole cake and drank rthe whole tea.
Nobody can have read the whole of Chinese poetry.
Nobody can have read all Chinese poetry.

Nobody can have read whole Chinese poetry.





OEBPS/Image00123.jpg
Do you play the violin?
Do you play the piano?
Do you play the flute?
Do you play football?
Do you play tennis?
Do you play chess?





OEBPS/Image00026.jpg
If you had not told me his name, I should not have recognized

him. (BREFREFBMAHEFEFR, RERSNR MR E. )
Unless you had told me his name, I should not have recognized
him.
If he had not arrived at five, he could not have caught the train.

(BREMBALE S SHELE, AT R B LM EIRFEKE, )

Unless he had arrived at five, he could not have caught the train.





OEBPS/Image00093.jpg
The police are searching the man. (FZ{TEEEEX A HH
#*1.)

The police are searching for the man. CEZ(TEAER T X A(E
HEM],)

The police are searching out the man. (¥Z{1IE/ERREXA Ao)

We shall search the house. (RAITHIEAXE T [FHBWA LM
41.)

We shall search for the house. (AT X BEF.)

We shall search out the house. (B TEHFXBEF. )





OEBPS/Image00017.jpg
We first met on Friday morning, 24 April, 2001.
We first met on the morning of Friday, 24 April, 2001.
We first met on a beautiful, warm Friday evening, 24 April, 2001.

We first met on the beautiful, warm evening of Friday, 24 April,
2001.





OEBPS/Image00092.jpg
It dewed heavily last might.

There was a heavy dew last night.
It is dewing.

Dew is falling.





OEBPS/Image00095.jpg
Such goods sell very well.

Such goods are sold very well.

These books may never sell.

These books may never be sold.

This cloth sells at fifty yuan a yard.
This cloth is sold at fifty yuan a yard.





OEBPS/Image00094.jpg
{ I owe him twenty yuan.
I owe twenty yuan fo him.
{ I owe him obedience. (FRR %R M At )

I owe obedience to him.





OEBPS/Image00096.jpg
{ I do not think he will come.
I do not think he will come. (383, not TiE)





OEBPS/Image00013.jpg
I Iike my tea strong.
{ I like my tea o be strong.
I should like a list of new books sent regularly to me.
{ I should like a list of new books to be sent regularly to me.





OEBPS/Image00014.jpg
Though she was a child, the actress was drawing a crowd.
Child though she was, the actress was drawing a crowd.
The book, though it is a masterpiece, is far from popular.
The book, masterpiece though it is, is far from popular.





OEBPS/Image00011.jpg
‘T'hat shows that he 1s a shrewd political thinker.
That shows him o0 be a shrewd political thinker.
That shows him a shrewd political thinker.
That shows rthat she is quite equal to the task.
That shows her to be quite equal to the task.
That shows her equal to the task.





OEBPS/Image00087.jpg
This 1diom is derived from an ancient custom.

This idiom derives from an ancient custom.

The English word ‘tea’ is derived from the Chinese word .
The English word ‘tea’ derives from the Chinese word #%.
Many English words are derived from Greek and Latin.
Many English words derive from Greek and Latin.
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OEBPS/Image00009.jpg
more than a year (FE—F L&, N—EX=/H1)

more than one year (N IE —MEL, NFRER =4F)

more than a decade (Hb+4E L8, fn+—4&F5k + —4)
more than one decade (R IF—A+4E, 1= +EH = 44)





OEBPS/Image00089.jpg
They will start early in order that they may arrive before dark.
They will start early in order that they shall arrive before dark.
They will start early in order that they should arrive before dark.
They will start early in order that they arrive before dark.
They started early in order that they might arrive before dark.
They started early in order that they should arrive before dark.
They started early in order that they arrive (A arrived) before
dark.





OEBPS/Image00010.jpg
Which is he reading? (LiXJLAHS . JLE SCEE . JLA B34 A A) 1t IE
e — AR A7)

What is he reading? (fJEFEBEAT A7)

Which book is he reading? ([3% JUA 57 [a] M iF 7E 3008 — 4<?)

What book is he reading? (fts IEZEIEA 4 5H7)

Which is your teacher of English? ([3X JLA~ A8 ] 5 — 4 RAREY
WIBHUT?) )

Who is your teacher of English? (¥ 2RI 2iEHIT?)





OEBPS/Image00088.jpg
a person of great resource (—4~& TNAEZ A HIN)
{ a person of many resources (—/~& T8 77 LM A)
{ a person of no resource (—/MEA R AE 2 A1 N)
| a person of no resources (— 4~ 4 58 77 1A





OEBPS/Image00007.jpg
{ The ship sank on a stormy night.
The ship sank one stormy night.





OEBPS/Image00091.jpg
He answered the question right.

He rightly answered forty-eight.

You guessed right.

You rightly guessed that she was a nurse.





OEBPS/Image00008.jpg
He showed me some old books.
He showed some old books to me.
She showed me kindness.

She showed kindness 70 me.
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Futiany peaady PeOuen. FeTley

Can I have any butter?

Can I have some butter? (& # "R KA LA — L™ HED)
Will you lend me any butter?

Will you lend me some butter? (FH “fRRAHEHER— L HEE)
Will you have any butter?

Will you have some butter? (FH "R AHE " HEE)

Has he not any friends here?

Has he not some friends here? (& A “fh K45 LA HEE)





OEBPS/Image00015.jpg
She always dreams of him. (#th&UCEEES T [ {8 ith R 06 B 418

%],)
She is always dreaming of him. (I35 B LM [ dhAd 4%

go ])
He always asks me to his reading parties. (fli& R 247iEH4, —

EBRK.)
He is always asking me to his reading parties. (fth:& &8 & & th
HiEHL,)
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They showered congratulations (up)on him.
They showered him with congratulations.
Flowers were showered (up)on her.

She was showered with flowers.





OEBPS/Image00104.jpg
He 1s taller than any of his brother. (fth bt ft A9 4E4a] 5 26 &R &5 )
He is taller than some of his brothers. (ft LAt f 536 H Y JLAS

(%] &)
Any boy ({EfTHE#) will tell you that.
Some boy (H—/~F#) will tell you that.
Some boys (#F B1%) will tell you that.





OEBPS/Image00103.jpg
I wish I could spare you all the suffering.
{ I wish I could spare you from all the suffering.
That will spare him the trouble of calling again.
{ That will spare him from the trouble of calling again.





OEBPS/Image00106.jpg
The best way to learn to use words is fo read some good
literature carefully.

The best way to learn to use words is by reading some good
literature carefully.

He felt that the only way he could make amends for what he had
done was ro tell the whole truth.

He felt that the only way he could make amends for what he had
done was by telling the whole truth.





OEBPS/Image00105.jpg
I hope you will come. (hope i, "RAE [ A REL. A ERE.
AR AR Rk, ™)

I do hope you will come. (do Tk, “RAIHA BIRK.")

He wrote to me. (wrote i, “MEFARFEREFR, {7THIEA
®, BATHRAT]. ")

He did write to me. (did HIE, "M EFAR.")

He did not (8§ didn’t) write to me. (write HiE, ‘ARG BEA K
[ R AFRAY, FTHIFARA, BUTHRIRATRN. ")

He did not (B} didn’t) write to me. (not &Y didn’t FiE, “fb i H A
E(ZATE ")





OEBPS/Image00002.jpg
They have three houses that (8% which) are built of stone. (]

A=A LSRN BT R A AR R R EF )
They have three houses, which (R f that) are built of stone. (i

A =B+, 8RR A RER.)

The members that (8 who) were present numbered fifty-one. (i
R & RIA SIATHESRANAY HE L)

The members, who (il that) were present, numbered fifty-one.

(£ RNIERHEE, A S14,)
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He wishes her acquaintance.

{ He wishes for her acquaintance.
I wonder what you wish.

{ I wonder what.you wish for.
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On a warm day a stranger came to see me.
{ One warm day a stranger came to see me.
The ship sank on a stormy night.
{ The ship sank one stormy night.
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The boy will soon learn to swim. (#&.%1%)

I advise you to learn to swim. (23])

Study hard, and you will learn the language quickly. (¥4 .%:18)
I am learning English from an excellent teacher. (%:3])

Study hard, and you will learn quickly. (¥4 .%18)

You must learn before you can acquire any skill or knowledge.

(237)





OEBPS/Image00097.jpg
I shall send for him tomorrow. (FAF7EH KFE A E M A3k, )
{ I shall go for him tomorrow. (F:KF7EM K 0 b3k, )

I shall send for it tomorrow. (FRHKEFRFTAZILEERK,)
{ I shall go for it tomorrow. (FRIEFEH K EZETLER,)
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He used to live here.

He lived here in 1938.

I used to know her very well.

I knew her as soon as she came in.

We do it less often than we used (to).

We do it less often than we did ten years ago.
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I want him fo go at once.
{ I want (that) he should go at once.
Do you want her to take the plates away?
{ Do you want (that) she should take the plates away?
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{ Don’t come.

Don’t come. (3BFR, don’t FHiE)
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! It 1s not possible to finish the work in a week, still less (8¢ much
less) in three days.
It is impossible to finish the work in a week, still more (8 much
more) in three days.
I was not allowed to see him, still less (2 much less) to talk to
[ him.
I was forbidden to see him, still more (B much more) to talk to
him.
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He entered the civil service at twenty-five.

He spent thirty years in (the) civil service.

He no longer belongs to the diplomatic service.

He went to Geneva several times in (the) diplomatic service.
He joined the railway service twenty years ago.

He has had twenty years’ experience in (the) railway service.
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