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前言

《文勇的新托福阅读手稿》一书出版后，我收到了很多考生的热情反馈，这着实让我有了得意洋洋的资本，因此，公司出版事业部的同事们便撺掇我把另外一本“备课笔记”也“充公”，这便是《文勇的新托福写作手稿》一书的由来。

《文勇的新托福写作手稿》与《文勇的新托福阅读手稿》类似，都来自我备课与授课的笔记。教课教得久了，自然会生出许多想法，收到许多反馈，调整许多思路，无他，唯手熟耳。

但真正重要的不是这两本书在起源或表现形式上的类似，而是在内容上的联系。实际上，这两本书体现了我的一个重要教学理想：将“阅读”与“写作”结合在一起。所以，我费尽心思，一直在课堂上传递这样一个理念：如果我们能够在看阅读文章时感觉像是在看自己写的文章一般，或是自己写出来的文章能够如阅读文章一般流畅，那么学习自然是事半功倍。在学习的过程中，阅读与写作看似方式不同，实际上却遵循着同样的道理——准确（Correctness）、清楚（Clarity）、简明（Conciseness）、具体（Concreteness）、完整（Completeness）和礼貌（Courtesy）——一篇“好”文章的标准与特质从来都没有变化过。

在学习的过程中，常常会有不同的老师来教授我们不同的科目，比如托福的阅读、写作、听力、口语四个部分可能是由四个老师分别带领我们学习。时常会有考生一边问老师：“有没有什么写作佳句可以让我的语言更漂亮一些？我的文章到底缺乏哪种句型？”一边却在抱怨：“这阅读文章是不是有毛病，出现这么多难句。”大家仔细想想：阅读中的难句不就是大家在写作中没有用到或不愿使用的句型吗？不就是大家为了提升语言能力应该学习的内容吗？

很多时候我们会分析特定考试的特点，甚至还会建议考生针对这些考查的点做一些练习，但事实上更重要的是，我们应该先弄清楚写作是什么，写作的特点是什么，然后去总结一些规律，最后再分类突破，如此才可能有效果。这就是我这本书所关注的。而这本书也绝不是一本只针对托福写作的书——我讲的是写作的知识，而不只是托福写作、GRE写作或者SAT写作。

我以前总喜欢在各种各样的场合揶揄我自己，说我的公司小，我可以偷懒不必管理，可现在即便是公司大起来了，我依旧不愿意从事管理公司的工作。因为作为一个教书匠，我有我自己的教学理想。虽然我没有办法写一本英文版的《文心雕龙》，但我心里想着：“往前挪动一点，靠近一点，写一些有益于提高学生英文水平的书总是可以的。”

写这本书，我有一个额外的优势。我自己的英文写作水平是上大学之后才逐步提高的。虽然我主修英语，但我仍深刻感觉到，写作水平的提高并非学完课程后一蹴而就的（本质上，我压根不相信瞬间提高这一回事，但凡那些英文写作水平很高的人，往往都经历了艰苦卓绝的训练，即便他们自己并未意识到）。这无疑使得我的阐述充满了草根的气息，但也让我能够像一个朋友一样告诉大家，我是通过做什么事情而提高了写作能力的。

写作训练的过程是极其艰苦的。所谓“在快乐中写作”与“在欢笑中学习”一样，是虚妄的念想，成长必定是痛苦的。只有经历艰苦的磨炼，才有可能获得略微的成功。在这个层面上，我们与一丝不苟、精细打磨的小提琴工匠没有分别。意大利的制琴大师尼可洛布索提会亲手砸碎工坊中每一把不合规格的提琴，绝不让这样的提琴流出工坊。我们对待自己语言中的不足之处，亦当如此。可惜互联网时代的年轻人往往相信速成，恨不得今天开始练习，明天就成为语言大师。我才不相信这样的事情。

这本书能出版，功劳不是我的，我想借机表达一下谢意：

1. 感谢王烨老师。王烨老师与我合作写的第一本书是《文勇的新托福阅读手稿》，她整合了非常繁杂细碎的信息，十分不易。

2. 感谢王甜。她很认真地完成了我在乐闻携尔（我自己的小公司）开设的第一期写作逻辑课的内容梳理。

3. 感谢公司出版部门的几位同事：马原九子、甘庆、石金娥、尹娜。他们在本书的编写过程之中承担了大量具体而琐碎的工作。

4. 感谢我的写作逻辑课上的诸多同学。他们为我无偿提供了许多意见和建议。

我不得不服老，年轻一辈的老师已经逐步成长起来了，他们越来越优秀，考生已经没有那么喜欢上我的课了。但我摸着两本手稿，心里想着：“哼，反正我更老些，资格老些就是老些。”希望这本书可以在提高英文写作水平这件事情上对各位读者有所帮助，对我来说，能够赚些散碎的银子，换一些酒吃就好。

最后，还是那句老话，如果各位发现书中存在错误或者不恰当的表达方式，或者对这本书有什么建议，请通过微信liuwenyonglasedu或者邮箱liuwenyong@lasedu.com联系我。

愚兄文勇

2015年4月

于乐闻携尔国贸校区


第一章　写作概述
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一、写作之重

弗朗西斯·培根（Francis Bacon，1561—1626）曾经说过：“Reading makes a full man; conference a ready man; and writing
 
[1]

 an exact man.”（阅读使人充实，讨论使人机敏，写作使人严谨。）当我们一起来讨论新托福写作的时候就意味着大家已经达成了一个共识——写作是一件很重要的事情。

首先，我建议大家在有空的时候把培根写的一篇小文章《论学习》（Of Studies）读一遍，然后问问自己：培根的Of Studies与我们理解的学习和“写作”有何不同呢？比起我唠唠叨叨地反复强调，培根大师的言语无疑更具信服力。

另外，朱自清先生有一篇文章叫作《如面谈》，我也希望各位能抽时间去看一下，然后写读书笔记。

这是我给大家布置的两项任务。希望大家能够写一篇英文读书笔记，当然，中文的也没有问题。这两篇文章虽然一篇是英文，一篇是中文，但讨论的都是写作这件事情本身，并不仅仅局限于英文的写作。

大家都知道，一直以来，ETS都在不断地加大写作的比重。事实上，托福考试中的写作部分可以说是几经变化。一开始，写作这个单科成绩是不计入总分的，后来才逐渐演变成了现在的模式，即写作作为整个考试的四部分之一，属于必考项且计入总分。GRE最初也是根本不考查写作部分的；后来，GRE写作变成了选考部分；再后来，写作部分成为必考项，但和其他科目是分开考的；2011年8月后，GRE迎来了第4次改革，ETS把写作部分直接并入到了正式的GRE考试之中。随着各门考试的日益成熟与完善，写作的重要性也一步步得到了体现。



注释


[1]
 也有人认为此处“writing” 的含义为“做笔记”


二、写作训练体系

“文勇老师，既然写作如此重要，那么我应该如何循序渐进地了解并掌握写作本领呢？”

我将新托福写作的整个学习过程划分为5个阶段：信息的收集、信息的组织、临摹训练、写作语言的训练、如何应对托福写作。在这里简单介绍一下吧，首先大家会发现在本书的前半部分，我把“写作”抽象成了“信息表达的过程”。“信息的收集”是指我们有足够的能力来找到足够多的材料；“信息的组织”是指我们把收集到的信息通过某种方式来向读者呈现。在本书的后半部分，会有“临摹训练”、“写作语言的训练”和“如何应对托福写作”这三大项内容。我们会针对练习时应该注意的几个方面进行深度讨论，并且提供大量的新托福实战技巧以及题目分类，还会指导大家如何在现有文章的基础上进行一些必要的改良与提升。

有考生可能会说：

“文勇老师，是不是只要我每天坚持写一篇新的文章，肯定就能取得进步啊？这可是好多人都推荐的方法哦。”

事实上，并非如此。在整个学习的过程中，我都会反复地强调：仅仅写新的文章对大家写作水平的提高是没有多大帮助的，真正的进步来自于对文章的修改和斟酌。其实无论是面对考试，还是平时写一篇科学论文，只有不断地进行修改，才会使原文的逻辑更清楚，表达更明确，措辞也更精准，在修改文章的过程中所取得的进步才有可能转化为写作水平的提高。所以建议大家不必着急动手大写特写一番，跟随本书中的建议一步一步地进行训练就可以了。


第二章　信息的收集

[image: ]


在本章，我们来讨论一个非常重要的话题——信息的收集。我们可以把“写作”抽象为“信息表达的过程”。而当我们尝试去表达信息时，前提是什么呢？当然就是收集信息：良好的信息收集是有效表达的基础和前提。换句话说，我们先要想清楚“写什么”，之后才是“怎么写”。

“文勇老师，我该如何收集/归纳将要在文章中呈现的信息呢？”

在此，我要给出收集信息的两个基本原则——“发散”与“专注”。这两个词看似是一对反义词，为什么二者组合起来就构成了“收集信息的基本原则”呢？别着急，请听我细细道来。

一、发散

在动笔写文章前，我们需要收集大量的案例和论据作为文章的“枝叶”，来支撑中心论点，这个过程要以“发散”为核心，尽可能触及自己熟知的材料。最开始“发散”时，应以寻找更多的信息为目标，而不必纠结于信息间的层次关系，否则会影响收集信息的效率；在“发散”的最后阶段，再针对收集到的信息尝试着进行改进、甄别和分类，做好“专注”。下面我具体解释一下这一过程的基本要素。

首先是注意“无论巨细，不分层次”。考生写文章的时候可能会遇到一个问题——总感觉自己收集的信息很凌乱、不系统，于是很纠结。对于这一点，其实大家没有必要烦恼，记住“the more, the better”。因为我们当前的第一要务就是把所有的信息都尽可能地堆砌起来，等到后面讨论“信息的组织”这部分内容时，再来具体地分析应该如何正确且合理地将它们呈现出来。大家收集信息的时候要进行头脑风暴，把相关的内容都聚拢到一起，寻找多种可能性。当然不一定所有想法都适合放到文章中，我们需要进一步地筛选和斟酌，而高质量筛选的前提就是拥有足够全面的信息。所以有一点是可以确定的：信息点越多越好，想问题的思路越开阔越好，先不进行任何的限制。当然，能主动意识到“信息的分类与层次”是很好的习惯，但我建议大家在收集信息的过程中暂时忽略这个方面。

其次是“‘改进’等同于‘创造’”。其实可能大家头脑中早已储备了一些司空见惯的点子，如果能有意识地改进一下这些稀松平常的信息，或许会远比挖空心思地追求一些新的内容更有效、更有意义。经常会有考生愁容惨淡地抱怨“实在是想不出新素材了，不知道写些什么”，这时候我给出的解决办法就是不妨尝试着进一步改进和提升原有的内容。在这个阶段，我们可以尝试对已有信息的层次进行划分。

最后是“多与人交流”。毫无疑问，每个人的角度、立场以及所接触的领域都不尽相同，所以思考问题的出发点和侧重点也各具特色。所以要多与人交流，沟通彼此的想法，这样能使脑力资源得到最大限度的集结与利用。


小贴士

生活在e时代，大家也可以用一些高科技方法来收集信息。如果是一个人收集信息的话，我推荐Boxing（一个非常土的方法，其实就是列图表）；如果是多人合力收集信息的话，我推荐X-mind，利用它进行头脑风暴演示，非常方便。

事实上，我自己非常喜欢这两种思考问题的方法，所以分享给大家。相信我，这样做肯定是有意义的，不但收集的信息比较系统全面，并且还可以锻炼我们的逻辑思维能力。




二、专注

在分析讨论之前，我想先问一下考生：

“优秀的文章一般都符合哪几个标准呢？”

可能大家会觉得这个问题很奇怪，因为文章的类型不同，其目标和功能就不同，所以衡量的标准自然也千差万别。但是，我想大家应该都会赞同一个说法——一篇优秀的文章应该能够用最少、最精确的文字来达到预期的表达效果。如说明文要将说明对象有顺序地逐步展开；记叙文应交代清楚事件所发生的过程及其影响；议论文应依照逻辑层层论证某个观点等。而这些表象反映出来的本质大体是相同的，总结起来就是3个标准：内容简洁、中心明确以及语言考究。“内容简洁”指的是言简意赅，字字珠玑；“中心明确”指的是文章围绕一个中心论点而展开；“语言考究”指的是词汇丰富且措辞精准。毫无疑问，语言方面功力的提升需要长期的积累和沉淀，所以该标准很难通过短期的训练而实现。相比之下，其他两个标准——“内容简洁”和“中心明确”则相对简单许多了，只要勤加训练就可以做到。再告诉大家一个事实吧，若是能以最少的文字来准确表达文章主旨，那么即使语言方面不够出彩，也可以得到一个不错的托福写作分数。

虽然“内容简洁”和“中心明确”看起来是两个不同的方面，但二者却密切相关。为什么呢？因为要做到简洁，就必须先有一个明确的中心论点，否则就是诸多信息的胡乱堆砌，毫无目标和方向可言，也就难免冗长且混乱了。因此讨论信息的收集时，在“专注”这个部分我将重点从“内容简洁”和“中心明确”这两个角度展开分析（注意：在接下来的学习过程中，大家要把握好这一点，记得我们是从不同角度解析同一个问题）。

（一）内容简洁

西方人认为好文章应该符合6个“c”的标准——“concise”（简洁）、“clear”（清晰）、“complete”（完整）、“consistent”（一致）、“correct”（正确）和“colorful”（生动）。“concise”不仅位列其中，还居于首位。知名剧作家安东·巴甫洛维奇·契诃夫（Anton Pavlovich Chekhov）也曾经说过“Brevity is the sister of talent”（简洁是天才的姊妹），简洁的重要性从中可见一斑。此外，亨利·戴维·梭罗（Henry David Thoreau）的一番话同样值得我们细细品味：“Not that the story need be long, but it will take a long while to make it short”（并非故事本身要长，而是将它缩短需要花费很长一段时间）。内容简洁会使文章提升一个层次，而写作的功力也能从中体现出来。

但这并不是说，大家写文章的时候字数越少越好，要知道简洁必须建立在文章传达正确意义的基础上，千万不能走极端，不可以为了追求绝对的简洁而故意省略一些必不可少的重要信息。

我们先看一个小段落，然后再来讨论到底怎样才是简洁但不简单的文字。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT:“One of the most puzzling aspects of the paintings is their location. Other rock paintings—for example, those of Bushmen in South Africa—are either located near cave entrances or completely in the open. Cave paintings in France and Spain, however, are in recesses and caverns far removed from original cave entrances.This means that artists were forced to work in cramped spaces and without sources of natural light.
 It also implies that whoever made them did not want them to be easily found. Since cave dwellers normally lived close to entrances, there must have been some reason why so many generations of Lascaux cave dwellers hid their art.”

Online Test: Lascaux Cave Paintings

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这段文字节选自托福的一篇阅读文章，ETS在这里设置了考题，可见它的重要性非同一般。这段文字是经过精心构造并且斟酌的词句，所以无疑也是一个极其优秀的写作范例。有些考生可能会很纳闷：

“文勇老师，你到底想干什么？为什么要额外强调一篇托福阅读文章呢？我们现在不是在一起讨论写作的事情吗？”

其实不管是阅读还是写作，无非都是信息的吸收或者呈现。阅读的时候，我们的重心是理解并分析别人写出来的优秀文章，而写作的时候，我们的目标则是写出一篇让别人读起来喜欢的、同样优秀的文章。显然，“阅读”与“写作”二者事实上是相通的，都关乎好文章的重要事项。在写作的开始阶段，我还没有要求大家去做大量的练习，毕竟有效的实践是建立在扎实且准确的理论基础上的。所以我们先来分析一下ETS出品的权威范文——考试的阅读文章，这样能少走一些弯路。

我想带着各位一起来分析文中明显标记出来的那句话“This means that artists were forced to work in cramped spaces and without sources of natural light”（这意味着艺术家们被迫在狭小的空间里工作，并且没有自然光源）。根据这句话，ETS出了一道推理题，问我们能从这句话中得出什么推论。正确答案是“They developed their own sources of light to use while painting”（他们自己研制出了在绘画时所需要的光源）。

这样的解题过程思路很清晰，大家也都容易接受。讲到这里，关于这篇阅读文章本可以画上句号了，但是我想针对这个题目深入地多想一个层次。因为文章里讲的是他们在狭小的、没有自然光源的地方来画画，所以我就推理出“他们技艺精湛，炉火纯青，即使没有光也能照常工作”。可能有些考生听完我的想法之后觉得好像也说得通，于是动摇了。事实上，我刚才随口提出的疑问是可以通过对文章的分析给予解答的，通过文中那句话是绝对不可能得出“摸黑画画”这个结论的。为什么呢？因为作者悄悄使用了“natural”这个词来修饰“light”，而这个单词的出现表明这句话必定有言外之意。

“文勇老师，那到底有什么玄机呢？好深奥啊。”

其实优秀的文章都有一个共性——字字珠玑，而这才是真正意义上的简洁。每个组成部分都各司其职，不可取代。

在解释“natural”之前，我们先来看几个生活中的例子吧，一起体会语言之妙。


案例一

如果我问A：“嘿，哥们！你身上带钱了吗？”他回答说：“哎哟，我今儿没带人民币。”那我听完之后会是怎样的感觉呢？“小样儿，那你是不是带美元了啊？”




案例二

如果我问B：“哥们，你喜欢汽车吗？”他回答说：“我不喜欢低档次的车。”那我就会认为“好吧，你是有钱人，只喜欢高档次的车。”



上面两个对话很类似，它们反映出了一个有关简洁的问题，这意味着：在一篇追求简洁的优秀文章中，被额外修饰与强调的概念是值得关注的。所以只要遇到被特意强调的概念，大家就要格外留意，思考一下言外之意是什么。对于“钱”这个整体概念，如果单独强调了“人民币”，那就意味着可能还会涉及其他币种；对于“汽车”这个泛指的概念，如果刻意强调了“低档次”，那就意味着可能还需要考虑其他档次的车。也就是说，只要涉及了某特定分类，我们就要留意与之相关的其他分类。

这时候大家重新思考一下关于“cave painting”的那句话，尤其是后半句“without sources of natural
 light”，注意这里的修饰成分“natural”，特意强调了分类的概念，那么我们就要想一下与之相关的其他类别，显然与“自然光源”相对的就是“人造光源”，也就是最终的答案——“虽然黑漆漆的狭小洞穴中没有‘自然光源’，但是他们研制出了其他可用的光源”。现在各位明白了吧？起初我故意忽略了“natural”，蛮横地将“without sources of natural light”（没有自然光源）缩减为“without sources of light”（没有光源），而“没有光源”当然就意味着“在黑暗中进行了”。如果文章真的想表达“他们学会了摸黑画画”这个意思，那么根本就没必要再强调“natural”这个概念了。在这种文章的目标之下，“natural”这个单词的出现是一种冗余现象，应该被删除。也就是说，一篇优秀文章中的每一个单词其实都承载着作者的某种特殊用意，可能暗示着某些重要信息。对此，大家需要额外留心，读懂其言外之意。

通常提到“简洁”时，大部分人想到的只是避免词句方面的重复，用最少的词语表达同样完整的意思。常见的例子是“I like the wine produced in France”表达效果就不及“I like French wine”。但在这里，我所论述的简洁概念不仅仅是避免重复。现在是时候告诉诸位我的中心论点了：

简洁并不意味着“句子短，文字少”，而是要保证自己笔下的每一个单词和每一个信息都承载着无法取代的独特使命，做到“不冗余，有所指”。

以上例子是词句层面的“简洁”，在段落和篇章层面上，同样也要争取做到不累赘、不烦琐。也就是说，整篇文章中的每句话、每个或大或小的段落乃至整篇文章的组织结构都要做到简洁，这就意味着应该做到“规避冗余，字字珠玑”。下面我们分别看一些例子。

1. 词句层面

我们来看一个在词句层面上做到简洁的具体案例吧。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “Oil pools are valuable underground accumulations of oil, and oil fields are regions underlain by one or more oil pools. When an oil pool or field has been discovered, wells are drilled into the ground. Permanent towers, called derricks, used to be built to handle the long sections of drilling pipe. Now portable drilling machines are set up and are then dismantled and removed. When the well reaches a pool, oil usually rises up the well because of its density difference with water beneath it or because of the pressure of expanding gas trapped above it. Although this rise of oil is almost always carefully controlled today, spouts of oil, or gushers, were common in the past. Gas pressure gradually dies out, and oil is pumped from the well. Water or steam may be pumped down adjacent wells to help push the oil out. At a refinery, the crude oil from underground is separated into natural gas, gasoline, kerosene, and various oils. Petrochemicals such as dyes, fertilizer, and plastic are also manufactured from the petroleum.”

TPO-4: Petroleum Resources

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”

Which of the following can be inferred from this paragraph about gushers?

A. They make bringing the oil to the surface easier.

B. They signal the presence of huge oil reserves.

C. They waste more oil than they collect.

D. They are unlikely to occur nowadays.



该文章节选自阅读部分，我们先来关注包含出题点的那个句子吧：“Although this rise of oil is almost always carefully controlled today, spouts of oil, or gushers, were common in the past.”整句话的意思是“尽管现在石油的上升已经可以得到很好的控制了，但在过去，井喷时常发生”。题目问的是通过这句话能推断出关于“gushers”（喷油井）的哪些信息，正确答案是D选项“They are unlikely to occur nowadays”（如今它们出现的几率很小）。这时候各位应该反应过来了，文中讲的是“… gushers were common in the past”，它特意强调了时间概念“in the past”，指出“过去的时候它们很稀松平常”，那么隐含之意就是“现在情况大不同了，几乎没有”。这样来看，答案和原文配合得天衣无缝，顺理成章。

接下来，我们再分析一个在词句层面简洁但不简单的例子。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “The Whigs, in contrast, viewed government power positively. They believed that it should be used to protect individual rights and public liberty, and that it had a special role where individual effort was ineffective. By regulating the economy and competition, the government could ensure equal opportunity. Indeed, for Whigs the concept of government promoting the general welfare went beyond the economy. In particular, Whigs in the northern sections of the United States also believed that government power should be used to foster the moral welfare of the country. They were much more likely to favor social-reform legislation and aid to education.”

OG Practice Test 1: Nineteenth-Century Politics in the United States

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”

Which of the following can be inferred from this paragraph about variations in political beliefs within the Whig Party?

A. They were focused on issues of public liberty.

B. They caused some members to leave the Whig party.

C. They were unimportant to most Whigs.

D. They reflected regional interests.



和上一个案例很类似，这依旧是选自托福阅读文章的一道推理题。先看关键句“In particular, Whigs in the northern sections of the United States also believed that government power should be used to foster the moral welfare of the country”，意思是“特别是美国北部的辉格党认为政府应该促进国家的道德福利建设”。而题目问的是文章中关于辉格党内部政治观念多样性的认识，正确答案是D选项“They reflected regional interests”（这种多样性表明了不同地区的利益问题）。有些考生可能就纳闷了：这和地区差异有什么关系呢？文中提到了这是美国北部（northern）的辉格党所持的观点，在一篇优秀的ETS文章中，必然会做到简洁，而其中又强调了“northern”这个地理位置的概念，于是这就说明了暗分类的存在：既然有“北部”，也就肯定会有与之对应的“南部”，而且二者观点肯定不同，否则就没必要进行区分了，所以文章暗含不同地区的利益问题。

讲了这么多，我只想证明一件事情，诸如“in the past”和“in the northern sections”等被强调的细节信息用得恰到好处，简单、精练、不可或缺，这就是我所推崇的简洁。以后各位写文章的时候应努力保证笔下的每一个单词都有自身承载的特定意义，若没有就是冗余，果断删掉，争取做到字字珠玑。

2. 段落层面

我们来看下面的段落，看看它是否做到了简洁：With the better understanding and accepting ability to the switching modern tech, we teenagers are the experts of its products. I recall a funny video clip about how the old and the young generations treat the new digital product differently: a girl asks her grandfather how he feels about his iPad while he is busy cutting vegetable on the very machine, then washing it with running tap water and putting it back into the cabinet. He totally treats the tablet computer which allows people to work, educate, and entertain with just their fingers as an iron-hard anvil.（年轻人对于日新月异的当代科技有着更好的理解能力和接受能力，他们可谓是科技产品专家。我想起了一段有趣的关于新老两代如何对待新型电子产品的视频片段：一个女孩问她祖父是否喜欢他的iPad，而她祖父正忙着在那台机器上切菜，然后用流动的自来水把它冲洗干净，并放到柜子里。他完全把仅仅是动动手指就可以让人们工作、学习甚至娱乐的平板电脑当作铁一般坚硬的砧板。）

一定会有考生说：

“文勇老师，这个段落一点都不简洁，尤其是最后一句，因为明明用一个iPad就足够了，作者非要啰里吧唆地说上一堆：the tablet computer which allows people to work, educate, and entertain with just their fingers。”

果真是这样吗？我们来思考一下“the tablet computer which allows people to work, educate, and entertain with just their fingers”这些内容在文中的作用是什么。没错，就是要突出强调iPad这种先进电子产品的强大之处，从而与前文祖父的做法形成鲜明对比。“tablet computer”说明了iPad方便易携带；“allows people to work, educate, and entertain”说明了iPad所具备的功能；“with just their fingers”说明了操作之简便。每一个词都有所指，整个段落没有冗余的成分，所以，这不是不简洁，这是在特定场景、特殊目的下的有意为之。

但是，如果某位考生在写作文的时候，他并不需要特别强调iPad的这些优势，却同样大书特书，就会给人不简洁的印象。如这样一组对话：A问：“你喜欢花儿吗？”真实的情况是B的确不喜欢花儿，但如果这时候从B口中冒出的答案是“我不喜欢装饰用的假花”，那么就会出问题了。因为这种回答是带有暗含信息的，容易让人错误地理解为“B确实喜欢花儿，但只钟情于鲜花”。这样一来说话人所描述的情况就与事实不相符了，交流就不顺畅了。写文章也是一样，如果没有特别的目标，那么简洁是第一要素，千万不要过多强调一些限定成分，给人以错觉。

3. 篇章层面

篇章层面的简洁其实就是合理组织文章结构。最常见的是“essay map”，即在一篇文章的开头段中把下文即将阐述的理由用简洁的词语概括出来，一般会在首段预告一下下文的2～3个分论点会从哪些角度出发来支持论证这篇文章的核心论点，其好处在于提前在读者的脑海中勾勒出全文的框架，使得文章前后呼应，结构紧密，给人一种“well-organized”的感觉。

我们来看一个写作中关于“essay map”的例子。


题目：

Which would you choose: a high-paying job with long hours that would give you little time with family and friends or a lower-paying job with shorter hours that would give you more time with family and friends? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

TOEFL: 2006.7.29/2007.10.20

文章：

Everyone likes to have good times with family and friends but to make this the most important aspect in one's life is shortsighted and the quality of the “enjoyment” would be less varied and interesting if the job were not high-paying. I would choose a high-paying job with long hours because such a job has much greater long-term benefits for my family, for others and for myself.

In the first place, high pay means that I could provide a better life for my family—a good home, plenty of food, nice clothes, nice birthday presents and money for my children's education. These factors are more important than a few more hours a week to spend with family if it meant, for instance that I could not send my kid to a good school or pay for needed medical treatments. And high pay also means that my wife would not need to work and she could spend more time caring for the children and giving them a good life.

Also, with a good paying job, despite the long hours, I could also be more generous with my friends and with needy people. The guy who has an easy job with lots of free time but little money cannot help himself in a crisis and much less his friends, his family and the needy who enter his life.

Lastly, with a good job, I could save up money for a good retirement and then have lots of leisure time to enjoy a more active social life. And I would also be able to be generous with my grandchildren then. I would be very happy to experience such pleasure.

So, in order to provide a good life for my family, enable my wife to concentrate on the family, have an enjoyable retirement and be a responsible, generous person, I would definitely choose the high-paying long-hour job.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



文章首段的第一句话先写一般人的观点，然后提出自己的观点“I would choose a high-paying job with long hours”，并从三方面给出这样选择的原因：“for my family, for others and for myself”。注意，这里的三点实际上就是前面提到的“essay map”。接着文章的第二、三、四段分别从这三方面进行了详细的阐述，使得全文前后呼应，结构浑然一体。

“文勇老师，这不过是结构上安排得巧妙罢了，跟简洁又有什么关系呢？”

事实上，这代表了简洁的更高层次。文章开头提到的内容既清晰地暗示了全文结构，又能保证后文中有相关的段落来进行对应和印证，符合“专注”这一原则，且每一个段落都是有目的地提供信息给读者，体现了“简洁”。


小贴士

需要注意的是，考试的时候对于字数是有一些硬性规定的，那我们要做的就是在保证数量的基础上逐步提升品质，这就需要我们好好修炼了。但是大家也不要太有压力，我之所以讲这么多危言耸听的话，并且提出略显严苛的要求，其实目的只有一个——提醒各位谨慎下笔，要比过去任何时候都更重视写作，甚至在心里应该有“将我的文章拿去给别的考生做阅读题目”这样的想法，然后猜想：“别人看到我在文中随手提及的时间点、地点，甚至只是对一件事情的简单形容时，会有怎样的感受呢？”有这样的心理预期之后，大家就会从一个全新的视角来看待这个考试中的重头戏——写作了。要合格做到“简洁”这一点，一开始的时候可能会有些难度，大家可能会忽视一些细节，依旧犯一些错误，不过没关系，至少心中应该牢牢树立这个坚定的目标，争取尽快达成。



（二）中心明确

前面强调过“写文章要简洁”，并且提到要做到简洁，避免画蛇添足地写一些多余的内容，首先就要有一个明确的中心论点，然后让其他论据和分论点都来为中心论点服务，也就是要争取做到“unity”和“consistency”。

1. 两个要求：统一性（unity）和一致性（consistency）

虽然“统一性”（unity）和“一致性”（consistency）在定义上不太相同，但是二者的关系却密不可分，因此在这里我将二者放在一块儿进行讨论。

“统一性”（unity）指的是整篇文章围绕一个中心论点来展开；“一致性”（consistency）指的是整篇文章从头到尾所有的论证过程（包括分论点和论据）要非常一致地朝一个共同的方向努力，即支持并证明已有的中心论点。

具体来讲，写文章的时候我们应该做到三点：

（1）中心论点明确且与题目统一一致（紧密扣题）

（2）分论点与中心论点统一一致（围绕中心论点）

（3）分论点的具体论证与分论点统一一致

当文章的中心论点很明确的时候，我们能更好地保证所写的例证和分论点都不会跑题，而也只有当所有的句子和段落都不偏离主题时，才能真正实现篇章层面上的简洁。

要达到以上这个要求，首先应该对自己说这样一句话：“My purpose is to _____ my audience that _____.”写一篇文章的时候心中应该明确写作目的，即自己所要证明的观点或者论述的事情，这一点毫无疑问。可是除此之外，我还要强调：不仅仅是文章层面上，其实写每一个段落、每一句话甚至是每一个单词的时候都应该反复多遍地回答上面这个填空题，以便明确每一个步骤的独特意义（虽然这是一个非常土的方法，但是很实用，它可保证目标明确，思路不迷失，文字不冗余）。


题目：

Some people think they can solve important problems by themselves or with the help of their families, so they do not need help from the government.

文章：

Can we solve significant issues with our own ability? Opinions on this matter vary. Some people think that they can handle important problems by themselves or with the help of their families. Others think that they can by no means deal with all problems. Personally, I stand in line with the latter point of view, as there are many roles of the government that cannot be displaced by any individual.

Firstly, the government constructs infrastructure, such as transportation routes, which is critical for people's convenience. Any civilization cannot last for long without well-developed transportation. The government who has the right to use all sorts of powerful resources such as millions of dollars or the best engineers can manage to build the net of traffic to connect one place to another. This traffic net, ranging from interstate highways to town-to-town airline, guarantees our modern lifestyle for the convenience it offers. From my experience, born in a suburban community, I often recall the memory that my parents drove me to school in the downtown, and this distance took us as long as two hours with the poor road condition. Since the government constructed an express way five years ago, we only need less an hour on this trip.

Secondly, the government provides people with a huge number of public services which they cannot live without，like education, medical treatment, security and so on. The government not only founds hospitals but also runs medical insurance to ensure people's health and medical treatment with less money spent from their own bill.

Thirdly, the government can offer assistance in extreme circumstances, especially when people are stricken by a disaster. There are some significant incidents which we cannot get rid of by ourselves, such as earthquakes, tsunamis or volcano eruptions. One of these tragic events in China in the recent decade is the earthquake in Wenchuan, Sichuan Province in 2008, causing seventy thousand deaths. People who went through this tragedy were aided by the government who helped them to stay safe and healthy, to find their loved ones in rubble, and later to reconstruct their home. Obviously, when people run into some unpredictable and catastrophic happenings, they cannot leave government's help.

With all the reasons and evidences presented above, it is abundantly clear that the government plays an indispensible role in the life of every member of the society. In the face of some difficulties, people are not able to live without the help from the government.

乐闻携尔学生原作



这是一篇学生的习作。作文题目讲的是“有些人觉得凭借自己以及家人的力量足以应付一些重大问题，不必非得政府出面解决”。看完文章的第一段，我们会发现这篇文章对题目持反对观点，它认可政府所发挥的不可替代的作用。接下来给出了三个分论点，大写特写政府的光辉形象，夸奖它的非凡功绩。最后是总结部分，呼应首段。

大家觉得这篇文章写得好吗？看上去很美。但还记得我提出的那个标准吗？检查的时候其实只需要不厌其烦地问“段落的中心是否与文章的中心一致”。我们一起来分析一下这篇文章吧。首段提出中心论点“个体的力量有限，政府的许多角色不可取代”，目标很明确，根据题目抛出的主题确定了全文的立场和方向，这里没有问题。主要是正文的论述部分有些跑偏了，作者给出的几个分论点“目标”（purpose）都是在“夸政府如何强大”，没有列出“重要问题”（important problems）来证明政府所做的事情的重要性，也没有将“政府力量”和“个体力量”（individuals themselves）进行对比，使得正文的论述与题目主题和首段提出的中心论点产生了偏差。虽然用了很多的笔墨和篇幅，但是作者其实只讨论了中心论点三分之一的元素，违背了我们刚提到的两个原则——“统一性”（unity）和“一致性”（consistency）。这时候大家就明白了，这原来是一篇有缺陷的、不太值得学习的文章。

其实，这篇文章的作者写作功底还是不错的，如果关注到行文过程中各部分的目标，稍作修改，就可以成就一篇高分作文，下面我们就来看看如何针对我们刚才的分析中提到的毛病进行修改：


Can we solve significant issues with our own ability? Opinions on this matter vary. Some people think that they can handle important problems by themselves or with the help of their families. Others think that they can by no means deal with all problems. Personally, I stand in line with the latter point of view, as there are many roles of the government that cannot be displaced by any individual.

Firstly, the government constructs infrastructure, such as transportation routes, which is critical for people's convenience. Any civilization cannot last for long without well-developed transportation. which is critical
 to the well-being of its people.（突出重要）The government who has the right has the advantage over individuals （突出与个体力量对比的优势）to use all sorts of powerful resources such as millions of dollars or the best engineers can manage
 to build the net of traffic to connect one place to another. This traffic net, ranging from interstate highways to town-to-town airline, guarantees our modern lifestyle for the convenience it offers
 we rely on in modern life.（突出重要） From my experience, born in a suburban community, I often recall the memory that my parents drove me to school in the downtown, and this distance took us as long as two hours with the poor road condition. Since the government constructed an express way five years ago, we only need less an hour on this trip. This immensely improved my family's living standard, considering how much time saved for other meaningful activities.（突出重要）And for sure, we, by ourselves, could never accomplish such a big project.（突出与个体力量对比）

Secondly, the government provides people a huge number of public services which they cannot live without，like education, medical treatment, security and so on. The government not only founds hospitals but also run medical insurance to ensure people's health and medical treatment with less money spent from their own bill. These important services require wide and huge collection of money that few individuals could have the ability or credential to afford.（突出与个体力量对比）

Thirdly, the government can offer assistance in extreme circumstances, especially when people are stricken by a disaster. There are some significant incidents which we cannot get rid of by ourselves, such as earthquakes, tsunamis or, volcano eruptions. One of these tragic events in China in the recent decade is the earthquake in Wenchuan, Sichuan Province in 2008, causing seventy thousand deaths. People who went through this tragedy were aided by the government who helped them to stay safe and healthy, to find their loved ones in rubble, and later to reconstruct their home. Obviously, when people run into some unpredictable and catastrophic happenings, they cannot leave government's help.

With all the reasons and evidences presented above, it is abundantly clear that the government plays an indispensible role in the life of every member of the society. In the face of some difficulties, people are not able to live without the help from the government.

乐闻携尔学生习作课后修改版本



事实上，在不断回答文章各组成部分的“purpose”这个过程中，我们会客观且理性地审视行文思路是否合理，从而理顺逻辑；判断某个部分是否篇幅过长，从而避免出现冗余的情况。相信我，这绝对是一个可以让人受益终身的建议，考试的时候有助于大家写出条理清晰的文章，更重要的是有助于大家培养更为严谨的思维习惯。最后，请大家与我一起温习一下这句非常重要的、应该在行文过程中反复提醒自己的句子吧：

My purpose is to _____ my audience that _____.

2. 两种写作方式：让步写法和居中写法

当我强调“明确的中心论点”这个概念的时候，特别担心大家会狭义地将“明确”的观点完全等同于“一边倒”的观点。以托福独立写作题目为例，ETS一般都会问“Do you agree or disagree with the following statement A”。一般来说，大家心目中明确的观点可能就是“我同意A”或者“我反对A”。而当我们写同意A的文章时，肯定就要极力呈现A的诸多优点；反之，当文章持坚决反对的态度时，则会疯狂地列举出A的种种缺点。虽然这两种写法都符合“中心论点明确”这个原则，却都过于极端，属于“一边倒”的情形。

事实上，生活中的事物都是较为复杂的。有些事物具有两面性，优缺点并存，如大家都听过的“科学是把双刃剑”，科学可以提高人类的生活质量，但也会带来环境问题，进而降低人类的生活质量。而有些事物本身是中性的，只代表客观情况，它们给人带来的或好或坏的影响完全取决于其他外部条件，如“电视给社会带来正面还是负面影响”这一话题。要知道，电视本身是没有意识的，它不会主动地影响人们以至于社会，实际上在影响大众的是通过电视传播信息或内容的人，《SAT官方指南》中有一篇文章形象地称这些人为“wire-puller”（幕后操控者），当这些人希望通过电视这一媒体传递正能量时，电视就可以给社会带来正面影响，通过积极向上的教育节目，观众可以了解更多知识，从而树立正确的价值观和人生观。如红遍全球的《荒野求生》（Man vs. Wild），该节目不仅介绍了很多求生知识和技巧，也让人们认识到了大自然的残酷与无情、人力的渺小。通过观看这一节目，很多人都会放弃之前“想要冒险，挑战自然”这种单纯幼稚的想法。但是，当幕后操控者希望利用电视达到某一负面目的时，电视对观众的负面影响也不容小觑。如《意志的胜利》（Triumph of the Will）这一部在第二次世界大战期间拍摄的电影就是纳粹政府用来煽动群众，向他们灌输纳粹思想的，其危害不言而喻。

对于前者——具有两面性的事物，我们可以有所侧重地论述其中的一面，但是也要注意文章观点的完整性，不能为了重点突出它的优点而完全忽略它的缺点，或是为了强调它的缺点而从头到尾对它的优点只字不提，这样的做法是不理智的，大家要争取两方面都兼顾：表扬完以后也顺带列一下它的不足之处；批评完以后再补充一两句它的优点。

而对于中性的事物，我们亦不可摒弃“具体情况，具体分析”的原则，如果忽视其他影响因素和外部条件而简单地将其归类到或好或坏的行列都是不合适的。事实上，写文章要严谨，而某物一定好或一定坏的片面文章显然是不够严谨的。

那么，如何才能同时做到“观点明确”且“严谨不极端”呢？在这里，我给大家推荐两种写作方式——“让步写法”和“居中写法”。

（1）让步写法

“让步写法”在写作中很常见，一般是在文章开头或结尾部分承认文章的主观点有一定的不足之处，并解释一下不足如何瑕不掩瑜或说明一下克服不足的方法，使得文章的整体论述趋于客观和完整。当某一论述对象本身具有两面性时，“让步写法”不失为一种很好的写作方式。例如我们在写托福作文的时候，一般主体部分会采用“三段论”的形式——两段正面描述加一段包含负面描述的“让步段”，或者两段负面描述加一段包含正面描述的“让步段”。

换句话说，对某个论述对象先大夸特夸一番，为了避免将其表扬得过了头，在最后的部分收一收，提一下“当然它也不是完美和绝对正确的”，再列举几个无伤大雅的小缺点；或是对某个论述对象大肆贬低一顿后，为了防止太过极端，所以在最后的部分也提一下“当然它也有一定的优点和可取之处”。这是大家喜闻乐见的一种做法，很多老师也建议学生写文章的时候采用让步方法，这样能体现我们的辩证思维，对于问题的分析和认识也更客观、成熟且全面。

那么怎样的情况最适合“让步写法”呢？一般情况下，当想要论述一个事物的优点大于其自身的缺点（或反之，缺点大于优点）时，或者当想要描述一个事物的优点/缺点大于另外一个事物的优点/缺点（两个事物进行比较）时，建议大家最好采用“让步写法”。

具体应该如何操作呢？不妨先给大家分析一个写作题目吧：“Is travelling in a group led by a tour guide the best way to travel?”在开始动笔之前，各位需要思考清楚如下几个问题：

● 该题目中是否存在暗含的比较对象？

● 如果存在，那么二者相比，更倾向于哪一个？

● 讨论对象一有哪些优点？

● 讨论对象二有哪些优点？

显然这个题目中确实存在暗含的比较对象——跟团旅游与自己旅游。假如我们更倾向于“自己旅游”，那么中心论点其实就是对“跟团旅游”的否定，告诉读者它并不是最好的选择。接下来开始进入论证阶段，先让步，简单罗列“跟团旅游”的一两个优点，然后立地反击，表明尽管“跟团旅游”具备一定的优势，但在某些方面它却比不上“自己旅游”。后面可以分两段详细论述一下“自己旅游”的显著特色（各位心里要清楚，肯定“自己旅游”这种方式的同时其实也就是在指出“跟团旅游”的不足之处，所以请不要列举双方共有的优点），最后得出结论：“跟团旅游并不是最好的旅行方式，自己旅游会是个不错的选择。”这就是大体的写作思路，而结构方面可以参考“首尾段+中间三段论（即三个自然段）”的模式。

除了上面这种论证方式，中间主体段落也可以先详细论述“自己旅游”的鲜明优势，而后在此基础上进行让步，说明“尽管如此，自己旅游在某些方面却不及跟团旅游”，然后写“跟团旅游”的一两个优点，最后依然得出同样的结论——跟团旅游是一种不错的方式，但称不上是最好的，因为自己旅游也好处多多。

“让步写法”涉及两个相比较的事物，其中一个事物的优点往往会是另一个事物的缺点，反之亦然，所以二者是此消彼长、紧密联系的。

事实上，关于“自己旅游”的优点不止两个，考生完全可以再增加一个段落继续论述自己旅游的第三个优点，形成“四段论”的模式，这样的论证无疑更具力量，效果更好。

什么是真正有意义的让步？

需要注意的是，让步并不等同于只是干巴巴地承认自身缺陷，而不作任何自圆其说的解释。什么意思呢？假设某篇文章的立场是支持某个观点，采用“三段论”的结构，其中有一个段落来进行让步，可能有考生会相当“大方”地指出文章观点存在的种种局限性，对其进行严肃的声讨。这种做法当然不可取，简直就是大煞风景，给读者一种“以己之矛，攻己之盾”的感觉，对于文章的主观点来说无疑是严重的削弱，也不利于文中信息的准确表达，考试时一定要避免。真正意义上的良好让步，除了坦承一些缺陷与不足之处，还应该进一步解释强调它们是可以被克服的，问题并不大，或这些缺陷本身是暂时的，但从长远利益看是有利的。这样既体现了谦和的态度，也透露出一种更为成熟全面的思考角度。所以大家就知道了，让步的时候需要拿捏好尺度，过犹不及。

下面是几篇使用“让步写法”的范例。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In order to succeed, you should be more like others than be different from everyone else. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

文章节选：

Admittedly, being unique risks rejection by those around us. That's why the majority of us tend to follow fashion trend and to listen the advice of others. However, too much imitating and conforming will finally overwhelm us, rendering our mind inept and incapable of independent thinking. To be successful and truly happy, one needs to chart out one's own course through life. Only with such attitude can one chase one's own dream toward success.
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题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Working at home using computers or telephones is better than working in the office. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

文章节选：

Admittedly, people tend to be over-relaxed and less efficient when they work at home—no supervision from directors, no pressure from their diligent peers, and in the meantime more possibilities for leisure and entertainment, even the household chores can be distracting. But is this enough to deny working at home? Of course not. We can easily fight this by giving employees clear and exact task descriptions and deadlines and ask them to report their progress from time to time. We may also set some punishment rules for those who cannot finish the tasks well or cannot finish on time. In this way, the efficiency of working at home can be secured and we can better enjoy the benefits it brings.
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题目：

Some people prefer to work with others. Others prefer to work alone. Which way would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

TOEFL: 2007.9.15

文章：

While it often depends on the kind of work at hand and the people with whom it must be done, I generally prefer to work alone. This is the nature of the work I like to do: writing, editing, figuring out solutions to issues, solving problems.

Working alone I can concentrate more deeply on the task at hand. I can control the work environment—either total silence or the background music I enjoy, in the most comfortable chair, in the best lighting, with the room temperature set just as I like, and in the most comfortable clothes—everything conducive to getting the work done without distraction, discomfort or interruptions.

When working with others, there tends to be more or less constant chatter and many other miscellaneous distractions—cell phone calls, attacks of coughing and sneezing, someone starts unconsciously humming off key, someone wants to have their special music playing, someone's stomach growls and all have to make their comic comments, someone wants to open or close a window, offers to make coffee or tea, etc. All this makes it difficult to enjoy sustained periods of the quiet needed for deep concentration to get the work done most expeditiously and correctly.

Though working with others provides more or less interesting opportunities for short relaxing breaks and it is good to have another at hand who knows the answer to some questions for which you can get a ready answer rather than having to look it up online or in a book, for the type of work I like to do, these do not outweigh the long, undisturbed periods of fruitful concentration in a comfortable environment possible when working alone.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



讲到这里，相信大家对“让步写法”已经有一个较为清楚且全面的认识了，平时可以留意训练一下，牢牢掌握这个方法。

（2）居中写法

讨论完上述用“让步写法”处理的“一边倒”文章之后，不知道大家有没有思考过另外一种情形呢？即，事物本身是中性的，对人们的影响应具体情况具体分析。如此，我们可能对论述对象持“既不同意，也不反对”的态度，那么这种类型的文章观点可以算作“明确”吗？请注意我的回答“其实这种观点也是非常明确的”。原因一目了然，态度很明确，就是要保持中立。这是我想重点强调的一点，希望大家也可以尝试这种写法。

事实上，我强烈建议各位以后参加诸如SAT和GRE等注重思辨性思维（critical thinking）的考试时，尽可能多地采用这种“明确但不极端”的观点。因为“明确”只是意味着观点本身清楚，而未必是必须倒向其中的某一方，居中型的观点同样能表明坚定的立场。而且，居中型的观点更容易体现作者能客观地看待事物。

当我们阐述一个居中型观点时，显然参与论述的信息就更多了——讨论对象的优点和缺点全部囊括。如此，必然要从辩证的角度来分析信息。当我们尝试用辩证的角度去写文章的时候，文章无疑也就显得更加严谨了。

我们来看一个范例吧。


题目：

In our time, specialists of all kinds are highly over-rated. We need more generalists—people who can provide broad perspectives.

文章节选：

In this era of rapid social and technological change leading to increasing life complexity and psychological displacement, both positive and negative effects among persons in Western society call for a balance in which there are both specialists and generalists.

GRE写作ISSUE官方给出的6分范文



这是一道作文题目以及ETS官方给出的一篇满分范文的首段。题目给出的观点是“当今社会中，各种专才被高估了，我们需要更多见识广博的通才”，而范文首段在结尾处亮明了观点——二者同等重要。也就是说考试的时候大家完全可以采取居中型观点，ETS也不会不支持这种做法。

SAT和GRE等考试一直都在反复强调一个单词，即“critical”（思辨性的），这一点在托福中也有类似的要求。如何使文章“critical”？它不但要求文章观点明确，而且思路也应严谨，这显然对考生的写作能力以及思考能力提出了更高的要求。写一篇“明确”的文章，易，无非就是开门见山，亮明观点，任何一篇非居中型文章都可以做到。然而，写一篇“明确且严谨”的文章，难！因为在一篇文章中，“明确”和“严谨”往往很难同时体现出来。一般来说，非居中型文章会让人感觉很简单，信息量小，甚至非常“shallow”和“superficial”，尤其是“一边倒”的极端型文章，思维单薄。我们当然更希望“rater”（阅卷老师）会认为我们的文章不但层次多样，而且结构严谨，确实是经过一番冥思苦想的，因此我们应尽量使之厚实丰满一些。如面对同一个作文题目，甲同学的观点是“同意”，这样写出来的文章无疑很明确，但是在层次上就不够多样了，体现不了考生较强的思辨性。而乙同学却聪明地选择了“既不同意，也不反对”作为中心论点，其实这样有利于把文章的结构写得足够复杂，因为选材的空间和延伸的方向更多元了。我希望大家对待一个特定的考试（比如GRE或者SAT
[1]

 ）时会特意构造较为复杂的文章，而后精心打磨，使其明确起来。


具体来讲，什么时候推荐采用“居中写法”呢？我们可以分成两种情况。

情况一：两个事物进行比较时，无法简单地判定哪个更好或哪个更差时，可采用“居中写法”。

情况二：一个事物如果优点和缺点各占一半，没有明显的好，也没有明显的坏时，我们也提倡“居中写法”。

因为将两个事物A和B进行比较时，会分别列出A和B的优缺点，进行比较。在有些情况下，A的优点大于B，而有些情况下，A的优点小于B，或A的缺点大于B，我们无法简单地倾向于A或B，这时如果我们不分情况，只是简单地说A好（B不好）或B好（A不好），都欠妥。因此提倡“居中写法”，其实也就是对A和B都不偏向。分析一个事物的优缺点时同样如此。

针对这两种情况，该怎样采用居中写法来写呢？下面我用具体的例子来说明。

情况一：“Are parents the best teachers?” 这道题目中有比较关系吗？是有的，虽然最高级的出现并没有明确直观地给出相比较的两方。这时，我们需要自己把与题目中所给一方相对的另一方或几方找出来，即，把比较关系和对象“具体化”。针对这道题，可以给“父母”（parents）找一个比较对象，如“学校教师”。如此一来，话题就变成了将“父母”和“学校教师”对孩子的影响进行比较，分析孰轻孰重。如果我们认为二者各有所长，就可以采用“居中写法”。文章的中心论点则为“父母在有些方面是孩子最好的老师，但在有些方面却不是”。“父母”是孩子最早的老师，对孩子的品性和性格最有影响力，能够为孩子树立榜样，培养孩子善良、顽强、坚持不懈等品格，并且在生活方面与孩子有很多接触，能够顾及他们生活上遇到的困难并教他们克服。但是和“学校教师”相比，“父母”的局限性在于他们缺乏专业知识和专业的教育方法等，导致在专业方面，家长无法成为最理想的老师。最终总结“在生活和品格方面，父母是孩子最好的老师；但是在专业方面，学校教师更好，所以我们不能笼统地说父母是孩子最好的老师”。

情况二：“Has technology made the world a better place to live in?”题目问“科技有没有将世界变得更好”，意思是科技是否具备将世界变好的优势，其实也就是将科技本身的优点和缺点进行比较，在对优缺参半的事物进行评论时，最好采用“居中写法”。首先中心论点是“科技在有些方面确实使世界变得更美好了，但在有些方面却使世界变得更糟糕了”。在接下来的论证过程中，正面论据包括“科技的发展使得一些以前无法治愈的疾病得到了更好的治疗”以及“科技的发展使得粮食产量大幅提升”等；而负面论据包括“科技发展对人类带来了威胁或潜在风险，如食品安全问题、电磁辐射等”，“科技的进步加快了工业化的进程，使得环境污染更加严重，破坏了人类的居住环境”等。结论：“不能简单地说科技使世界更美好或者更糟糕了，我们需要一分为二地看待这个问题。”

下面这篇文章可供考生参考。


题目：

Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2008.3.15

文章：

I do not agree that human needs for land are more important than saving land for endangered animals. In my personal view, both human needs and protecting endangered animals are equally important.

Human needs for land are very important in order to give people good lives and support the development of society. For instance, as the population increases, more homes need to be built and more factories and power stations are required to supply the goods and energy that people need. More farmland is needed to produce food. If we do not convert land use for these purposes, many people will suffer and have bad lives.

On the other hand, saving land to protect endangered animals is also very important, not just because animals add variety and beauty to the world, but because animals make an important contribution to humans' quality of life. Animals are part of the ecosystem that purifies the air, cleans the water, and provides humans with food. If we allow the animals to become extinct, we will damage the ecosystems and lose these vital services. This will have a bad impact on the development of society.

Clearly, it is impossible to say that either aspect is more important as they both have a significant impact on the quality of people's lives. Furthermore, there is no need to choose between providing for humans and protecting animals because, the way I see it, the problem is not a shortage of land. The problem is that people see the short-term benefit of, say, cutting down a rainforest for farmland but they do not see the long-term economic benefit of protecting animals. Governments need to educate people to see the equal value of both and then we can develop society without destroying the natural world.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



上面这篇文章对“把土地用于人类需要”和“保留土地来挽救濒危动物”两个做法做了对比。文章首段先亮明观点，二者同等重要。二、三段则分别从土地对人类需求的重要性、保留土地对保护濒危动物的重要性两个方面论述两者不分伯仲。最后一段总结观点，再次点题。这是一篇典型的采用“居中写法”的范文。



注释


[1]
 等以后有机会的时候， 再跟大家详细地讨论GRE和SAT的写作需要注意哪些事情， 在这里就不赘述了。


第三章　信息的组织

[image: ]


我们不得不承认，即便是一组观点相同、选材类似的文章，其论证效果也可能会参差不齐、相距甚远。也就是说能否写出一篇质量优良的文章，除了与信息的收集有关，更重要的是要提高信息的编排与组织能力，使文章的逻辑顺畅，更有条理，更好地呈现在读者面前。这就是信息的组织。

一、MECE原则

MECE，全称为“Mutually Exclusive and Collectively Exhaustive”（独立不重叠，穷尽不遗漏），可以简单概括为“不重不漏”。

先说ME（独立不重叠），这是指写文章的时候，我们选择的信息应该是同一个层次上的，且它们之间相互不包含。这是非常基本的要求，与之前提到的“文章要简洁”也有着密切的关系。如果没有做到ME，就是没有做到信息层面的简洁。这意味着我们写分论点的时候，分论点与分论点之间要相互独立，不能一大一小地相互包含。如果发现自己写的第一个分论点和第二个分论点的分界不清不楚，两个段落的内容有交叉，就是没有做到ME，几个分论点的论证角度之间有重叠。

而CE（穷尽不遗漏）是指写文章的时候，我们必须把某个层次所包含的方方面面都讨论完，力求做到全面完整。例如，当我们在跟别人讨论问题时，很喜欢通过这样一句话来反驳对方：“我承认你所说的，但你是不是漏了方面A或者方面B呢？”也就是说，论证时如不能做到全面，就会产生明显的漏洞，就会留下靶子让别人打了。

我们尝试用MECE原则分析下面这个例子。


案例分析

TEENAGE SMOKING

Ⅰ. Introduction

Ⅱ. Negative effect one is addiction, not habit

A. first fact related to addiction

B. second fact related to addiction

Ⅲ. Negative effect two is long-term health consequences

A. lung diseases

B. heart diseases

Ⅳ. Negative effect three is the cost to taxpayers

A. how much

B. why is this bad

Ⅴ. Conclusion

Express Yourself, Section 1, Chapter 2



这是针对“青少年吸烟”这一话题而列的提纲。第一段是“introduction”，给出明确的观点及其他具有介绍和引入性质的内容；第二段说青少年吸烟的危害之一是“会上瘾”，接着后面给出两个事实来进一步论证；第三段说危害之二是“长期来看，势必会影响身体健康”，然后具体讲一下肺部和心脏疾病；第四段说危害之三就是“会花费大量纳税人的钱
 ”
[1]

 ；第五段总结。大家认为这个提纲怎样？

的确，在考场上能在短时间内列出这样一个看似逻辑清楚、内容丰富的提纲已是不易，但是当各位接触并了解MECE原则之后，就应该用更严格的眼光来审视这个提纲，于是你会发现它一塌糊涂。因为它不符合MECE 原则，首先它没有做到ME，因为第一点和第二点所选择的信息不在同一个层次上；其次它也没做到CE，提纲中列举的三点涵盖的信息并不全面。虽然内容比较丰富，但由于文章在组织和编排上的不合理，最终导致论证效果大打折扣。而如果保持主要内容不变，在文章的组织上稍加改动，它便能焕然一新，并且论证得更加严谨。首段和尾段一般来说都没有什么问题，我们主要关注文章论证的主体部分。第一个分论点改为“吸烟会对青少年的身体造成一定的危害”（此处用“肺部和心脏疾病”的相关内容来论述）；第二个分论点改为“吸烟会对青少年的精神造成一定的危害”（此处用“会上瘾”的相关内容来论述）；第三个分论点改为“除了对青少年本身有害，它也会对集体造成一定的危害”（此处用“花费大量纳税人的钱”的相关内容来论述）。也就是说特意分了几个层次，先指出吸烟对身体的负面影响；进而上升到精神层次的危害（这样“身体”和“精神”二者便形成了一种良好对应）；接下来又从个体扩展到集体，说明吸烟对其他社会群体造成的负担。这样的过渡更加合理，衔接更紧密，逻辑性也大大增强了。修改后的提纲如下所示：


Ⅰ. Introduction

Ⅱ. Negative effect one is individual physical problem

A. lung diseases

B. heart diseases

Ⅲ. Negative effect two is individual mental problem

A. addiction

B. mental decline

Ⅳ. Negative effect three is causing damage to the society

A. the cost to taxpayers

Ⅴ. Conclusion



这就是MECE原则的魅力所在，如此写出来的文章即使文字表达不够出彩，也至少能保证它是完整且全面的，这样算相当不错的了。即便有人不服，想与我争论，估计也很难找到漏洞或者破绽来进行反驳，只好悻悻然作罢。

对于这种改编，大家是怎样的感觉呢？与原始版本相比，重新组织之后的提纲确实全面多了。虽然两者在论据和内容上大同小异，但由于对信息做了分类和排列，所以显得完整，让人信服，无从指责。俗话说“巧妇难为无米之炊”，但是拥有了足够的“好米”之后还需要一双“巧手”才能烹调出一桌香喷喷的饭菜，不是吗？

这就是MECE原则的重要之处。当面对一个话题或观点时，相关论据不计其数，我们不可能全部罗列出来。但是要写出一篇不重不漏的文章，并且要在有限的字数内尽量把观点讨论清楚，就需要借助于MECE原则来对材料进行分类。根据MECE原则，良好的分类首先是基于某个特定的层次的，而后再把该层次内的内容进行合理划分、归类。即先确定自己要讨论哪个范围的内容，而后根据条件分类，做到“不重不漏”，最后逐个阐述完毕就万事大吉了。可以说MECE原则是核心思想，而分类是方法和途径，良好的分类能很好地帮助我们写出一篇简洁、清楚、有条理的好文章。试想一下，如果没有任何的限定，讨论范围便无边无际了。毫不夸张地说，对于同一个话题，我可以从100个完全不一样的角度出发，构造100篇完全不一样的文章。不管你信还是不信，只要足够认真地思考可能引申的角度，就一定可以写出来。

“文勇老师，何苦为难自己呢？你这种行为太疯狂了，像是有强迫症似的。”


我之所以会那么说，是想引起大家足够的重视，注意讨论之前先进行讨论层次限定，并对材料进行分类，这样无论怎样刁钻的题目，也逃不出我们的手掌心了。
 
[2]



下面我们再看一个例子吧。


It is the reality in society that it is becoming tougher for graduate students to find decent jobs. Therefore, preparations before their graduation are gaining significant attention. I maintain that preparations should be offered by colleges and universities before their students graduate because of the following three benefits for both sides.

First of all, universities are able to contact a variety of companies all over the country they are located in, or even big international firms, to hold an intern fair on campus so that students have more opportunities to choose. However, ordinary students without outstanding family background and social relations can hardly acquire this kind of chance by themselves, to meet so many companies at the same time and communicate directly with the employers. For example, the yearly internship fair is one of the most important events in United Universities. Almost all the junior students place great emphasis on it. According to the data from a career service center, the fair is really useful for students to find a good internship. If students have an outstanding performance during the intern, they are likely to be hired by the company when they obtain their degree. In this way, students can enjoy an advantage in their potential careers with their universities' help.

In addition, universities should offer preparations since they have the responsibility to encourage students to practice rather than just learn and remember knowledge mechanically from textbooks. These career preparations are beneficial for students to accumulate work experiences and improve the ability of operational skills. For instance, according to the research from government, compared with students without preparations, the students who receive preparations before graduation have more practical abilities, which lead to a larger possibility to find a job in the competitive market. Those students can enjoy that advantage because they know more about the society than others. Apparently, the preparations provided by universities are necessary to students.

Furthermore, from the perspective of universities, if more students can get their jobs due to the preparations, this also contributes to the improvement of the image and reputation of the university in the society. Reputation, admit it or not, is always tightly linked with a university because it attracts more excellent students. For example, students always choose a university with good education system with an extensive platform, where it offers more opportunities. And preparations are regarded as a vital factor. Peking University has a superb reputation in China very much owing to its attention to students' future. The instructions offered by Peking University appeal to students and parents. So, universities need to organize preparations.

To sum up, I agree with the statement that colleges and universities need to offer help to students prior to their graduation. Under the competitive circumstance in the job-market, universities can help students to acquire good jobs and improve their abilities. Meanwhile, career preparations are highly contributive to universities themselves.

乐闻携尔学生原作



这是一篇学生习作，讨论的话题是“Colleges and universities should offer preparations for students before they graduate”（大学应该在学生毕业前为他们提供一些准备工作）。文章提纲提炼如下：


Ⅰ. Introduction

Ⅱ. Universities are capable enough to offer preparations for students

Ⅲ. Universities have the responsibility to offer preparations for students

Ⅳ. By offering their students preparations and helping them to find a good job, the university will gain reputation at the same time

Ⅴ. Conclusion



那么，这篇文章的框架是否合适呢？我们来根据MECE原则审视一下。首先，这篇文章是否做到了ME，“独立不重叠”。第一个分论点说“大学有能力”，第二个分论点说“大学有责任”，第三个分论点说“对大学有利”。如此看来，ME的确做到了。其次，这篇文章是否做到了CE，“穷尽不遗漏”。很明显，如这样的一个提纲所展示出来的，文章并没有做到CE，因为分论点的分类很模糊。在看到前面两个分论点都在说“大学如何如何”时，读者自然希望第三个分论点也是从同样的角度分析“大学如何如何”；同理，读者在看到文章的分论点是“对大学有益”时，也自然希望其他的分论点是“对学生有益”或者“对社会有益”。

从MECE原则的角度来看，这篇文章并不合格，因此这篇文章读起来给人感觉不甚明了，像是拍脑袋突现灵感，即兴发挥而得的一样。这样的文章经不住推敲，说服的力度也不够。

那么应该怎样改进呢？首尾段不必多说，一般不会出现什么问题，我相信大家都能处理好。而需要重点考量的是论证主体的三个段落，即三个分论点。我倾向于把它们综合为三点：其一是对学生本身的好处——增加实习机会，锻炼实践能力等；其二是对社会的好处——提供高质量人才，提高生产力等；其三，也是最重要的，是对校方的好处——可提升其社会声誉及影响力。

尽管OG（官方指南）上要求大家列提纲，但是因为时间紧迫，大家往往不愿意这样做。可是不列提纲会容易导致分论点或分论点的展开过程在内容上有重叠。于是推荐给大家一种做法：写段间过渡句，即在每一段开头写一句话，其前半句是对上段论点的重述，后半句是对本段论点的总结。这个做法能够帮助大家理清思路，不至于翻来覆去说同样的话。

让我们看以下两个例子：


One of the reasons I say this is that, even though in the past being able to handwrite or type out a good business letter for mailing was important, the actual volume of business writing is vastly more than in the past as businesses, suppliers, advertising and marketing agencies and customers exchange billions of emails and text messages. Clear, logical, correct, concise and succinct written communication is much more important because we must be able to say more with fewer words and we must do it much more often! The person who cannot write clearly and succinctly will not be successful no more than a person could in the past. Writing is still a basic requirement for success.

As for reading, if, as indicated above, more is being written then, of course, it is essential that we be able to read it more efficiently if we are to be successful. There is much more to be read in modern times because, for instance, with the long distance communication that comes with globalization and doing business electronically in distant places, we do not have the simple local face-to-face verbal communication of past generations.

Now, huge number of contracts, proposals, studies, reports are sent via email which must be read quickly and correctly in order to make decisions and do business at any level.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》




In the US, for example, students have much less homework and they spend their free time playing sports, participating in clubs, volunteering, and even having part-time jobs. From these activities, they learn many important life skills, such as teamwork, leadership, creative thinking, managing money, and being independent. They also get to experience fun, which is important because “all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy”. When they graduate from university, they are well-prepared for life. Chinese students, on the other hand, often find it difficult to adapt to the sudden change.

However, the problem is not just the amount of daily homework; another issue is the inflexibility of daily homework. Since the homework must be completed on a certain day, students are not able to organize their own schedules. From my point of view, homework should be set weekly and students should be given the freedom to plan their timetable. This will teach them responsibility and they will learn how to manage their time efficiently, which is a vital skill for any job. In summary, I believe that assigning daily homework prevents students from becoming mature and responsible.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



MECE原则作为指导根据，可以使我们做出极具规律性和逻辑性的分类，并且帮助我们查漏补缺，审视各分论点之间的关系，从而在文章层面上实现有效的组织这一目标。

MECE原则强调了论证的逻辑性，实际上逻辑错误也是一个需要规避的问题，但托福写作对这一点的要求并不是很严格，感兴趣的考生可以阅读《GRE百日百句百题——写作题库全解析》前面的理论部分。



注释


[1]
 吸烟之所以会花费纳税人的钱，是因为吸烟很可能会导致疾病，而生病之后就会借助“社会保险”这一福利， 这样就会花费大量纳税人的钱了。


[2]
 大家注意，这个例子尽管出现过，但现在我们要从另外一个不同的角度来看待这个例子。


二、MECE条件下“网层信息”的组织

什么是“MECE条件下”呢？也就是说，我们将要讨论的所有话题都是以MECE原则为基础的，做到了“不重不漏”。那什么是“网层信息”呢？它分为同层信息和异层信息两种情况。其中，同层是指两个信息属于同一级别，它们之间不存在相互论证关系，而异层是指两个信息是从属关系，它们之间存在相互论证关系。

举个最简单的例子吧，假如我们打算写一篇由五个段落构成的文章，在一般情况下，主体论证的部分（即中间三个段落）中段与段之间的关系可以是并列或者转折，但是无论采用哪种逻辑关系，它们之间都不是为了论证彼此而存在的，也就是说它们所表达的应该是同层信息。同时我们又会发现中间的主体论证部分都是为了证明首段中的主论点或者中心思想，这时候中间三个段落与首段之间存在相互论证关系，所以显然属于异层信息。同样的道理，当涉及段落内部的结构时，我们会发现其他句子都是为段落的主题句（即所谓的Topic Sentence）服务的，对其进行详细阐释，所以它们之间属于异层信息。如果除去主题句不管，只看段落内的其他句子，通常又会发现它们其实是同层信息。


小贴士

从严格意义上讲，以“段间”和“段内”来区分同层信息组织和异层信息组织两个概念并不是很恰当，显得过于粗略了。这里我们引入一个“句群
 
[1]

 ”的概念，“同层信息组织针对的是句群与句群之间的逻辑关系；而异层信息组织关注的则是句群内部的构成模式”。如果我们假设一个段落只包含一个句群，表达一种意思，则可以把同层信息和异层信息的概念转化为段间关系和段内关系来区分，即段间关系为同层信息，段内关系是异层信息。关于同层信息和异层信息具体包含的种类，我们下文详述。

“文勇老师，难道一个段落内部就不能有并列或者转折的概念吗？”

这个当然可以有。大家平时写文章的时候，也会出现多个句群或者多种意思组成一个大段落的情况。那么一个不完整的句群能否构成一个完整的段落呢？答案是肯定的。不完整的句群在某些情况下是可以表达一个段落的。例如在强调的时候，整个段落可以只出现一个单词或者一句话。大家都知道，段落完全可以仅仅为了强调而存在，以彰显不凡。



实际上，判断两个信息
 
[2]

 是同层信息还是异层信息的标准是看二者是否存在相互论证关系。文章层面上，段落之间可以是同层信息的关系，也可以是异层信息的关系；段落层面上，句子之间也可以是同层或者异层的关系。

（一）MECE条件下的“同层信息”组织

同层信息之间的关系分为两种情况：感情色彩一致或感情色彩不一致。如果前后色彩一致，称为并列；前后色彩不一致的话，则称为转折。按照讨论层面相同与否，并列又分为两种情况：（1）对等（讨论层面相同）；（2）递变
 
[3]

 （讨论层面发生变化）。而转折按照论述目标的一致与否也可分为两种情况：（1）让步（论述目标一致）；（2）对立（论述目标不一致）。
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1. 并列

并列相对于转折来说，属于色彩一致的情况。如：


Absenteeism and lateness hurt productivity【and】, since work was specialized, disrupted the regular factory routine.



这句话中包含了一个并列结构。“and”前面是缺勤和迟到对生产率来说是有害的（hurt）；“and”后面是缺勤和迟到也扰乱了（disrupted）工厂的日常工作秩序。这句话中“and”前后的色彩是一致的，都是持负面态度。

再看一个例子：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? These days, we have so many sources of news and information that we can hardly tell which one is reliable or who is telling the truth. Use specific reasons or examples to support your ideas.

TOEFL: 2005.12.17

文章节选：

So what can be done about this unchecked flood of useless information? The answer is clear,“Researcher beware.” We need to become more discerning readers and consumers of information, open to all aspects of a particular topic, unwilling to accept statements as fact until we can verify them for ourselves, and suspicious of anything that is too popular, too accepted, too good to be true.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



句中的两个“and”所连接的成分不同，第一个“and”表示“readers”和“consumers”并列；第二个“and”表示系动词“become”所连接的四个表语成分“discerning…, open to…, unwilling to…, and suspicious of…”并列，这四个方面都是应对信息泛滥这股洪流的具体做法，感情色彩也一致。

以上两个都是并列的例子。而在并列要求的感情色彩一致的基础上，针对讨论层面的相同与否，并列又分为对等和递变。

（1）对等

对等，是简单也常用的一种并列。它与递变最大的不同之处在于对等关系前后的讨论层面相同。

先来看句间关系层面上的对等。


①I do not agree that human needs for land are more important than saving land for endangered animals. ②In my personal view, both human needs and protecting endangered animals are equally important. ③Human needs for land are very important in order to give people good lives and support the development of society.④On the other hand, saving land to protect endangered animals is also very important, not just because animals add variety and beauty to the world, but because animals make an important contribution to humans' quality of life.



第③句是说人类对土地的需要是重要的，第④句是说动物对土地的需要是重要的，可见感情色彩相同，讨论的层面也相同，两句话之间属于并列里面的对等关系。

再来看一下句群间关系或段落间关系层面上的对等。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities and colleges should give more challenging courses, even if the students cannot get good grades with such courses. Use specific reasons and examples to support your ideas.

TOEFL: 2006.10.2/2008.1.13

文章：

Though what is considered “challenging” is more often a matter of the students' ability than the difficulty of the course, I agree that colleges and universities should offer more challenging courses. The purpose of higher education is to provide a good education for those who are able to successfully complete secondary education, pass the requisite entrance exams, and generally convince the university/college that they are ready for higher education. The courses, should, in fact, therefore, prepare the students for their future career or further study. To do this the courses must be challenging for several reasons.

In the first place, dedicated students want to learn as much as possible; challenging courses that cause the student to work harder, think more analytically, question and participate will maintain the interest and enthusiasm of such students and ensure a deeper understanding of the topic.

Secondly, tuition is expensive; students and their parents expect the students to receive more from the university than they could learn by simply studying on their own with a few books; thus they feel they have “gotten their money's worth” if the courses are more challenging and the students learn more.

Thirdly, students have more respect for the highly well informed, professional professors who can teach them well and challenge them to learn more; if the course is easy, the students assume the professor is not a real expert and the value of the course is much less.

Lastly, the more challenging and difficult the university/college curriculum is known to be, the more the prestige the students will have for their future careers or further education if they have attained good grades from such institutions.

For the reasons, it is clear that challenging courses are in the best interest of the university and college and most definitely for the good of the students.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



范文中的第二、三、四、五段针对“为何大学应多开设更具挑战性的课程”展开论述，分别从四个方面（学生能保持兴趣和热情、能感觉到交的学费是值得的、更易尊敬教授、有更好的机会进入未来事业或进一步深造）加以分析，感情色彩都是正面的，讨论层面也没有发生变化，属于并列关系中的对等关系。

值得注意的是，对等虽然属于“感情色彩一致，讨论层面也一致”的情况，但并不等于说“内容也相同”。比如绝对不能写“我喜欢苹果和苹果”，这属于无效且冗余的信息，所以对等的前后内容不能完全相同。

基于对等属于“感情色彩一致，讨论层面也一致”的情况，一方面，我们看到了对等关系的“肤浅”，因为它形成的思维是平行的，没有进一步的发展；另一方面，实际上我们生活中无时无刻不在使用对等来描述事情，好像它又必不可少。两者是否矛盾呢？不矛盾，虽然对等有先天不足，但是我们也不能全盘否定它，其实对等也可以很好地表示强调，其实它和重复所发挥的作用是相似的，都是在强调，告诉别人一种明确的信息，因此对等也应该很好地运用在观点的表达上。

（2）递变

“递变”这种情况为“感情色彩一致，讨论层面不一致”。

还是先来看句间关系层面的递变。


It is not enough to avoid being clinically obese, even just a bit overweight.



这句话的意思是“仅仅避免医学上的肥胖症还不够，甚至是一点点的超重都应该避免”。在这个句子中，“even”（甚至）表示递变含义。它前后的色彩是一致的，都对控制体重、保持健康持正面态度；而讨论层面是不同的，一个是医学范畴的肥胖症（比较严重），一个是一般意义上的超重问题（很普遍，不严重）。


PASSAGE EXCERPT:“In dry areas the wind is the principal agent of erosion. It carries fine particles of sand, which bombard exposed rock surfaces, thereby wearing them into yet more sand.”

OG Practice Test 1: Geology and Landscape

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这句话的意思是“在干旱地区，风力是侵蚀作用的主要载体。风会卷起细小的沙粒，不断冲击裸露的岩石表面，最终把这些岩石风化为更多的沙粒”。“yet”通常用来表示转折（作连词时），但当“yet”连接的是单词而非句子的时候（作副词时），它表示递变含义。这句话中的“yet more”就等同于“even more”。


需要额外注意的用法和搭配：

关于“even”和“yet”，其实二者并非决然的对立关系，而是可以统一步调的。当它们连接句子的时候（作连词时），都表示转折的含义；当它们只是在句中连接单词的时候（作副词时），都表示递变含义。也就是说我们应该忘却传统意义上二者单独的词义，而应该更加关注它们所处的语境，选择合适的角度进行解读（这可能有些颠覆意味，但是大家以后会发现其合理性和实用性，写文章的时候也可以朝这个方向尝试一下，绝对可以脱颖而出）。

“even”表转折/让步含义的情况：even if/though, even so, even when…

“yet”表递变含义的情况：yet more, yet bigger, yet higher…



下面我们再来看一下句群间关系或段落间关系层面上的递变。

在句群间关系或段落间关系层面上的递变，递变的路径一般来说可以分为如下几种，大家务必背一背。
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相关的例文如下：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to choose a subject of your interest than to choose those that prepare you for a job or career. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2006.11.19

文章：

I firmly believe it is best to choose a subject of study in which you have great interest; master that topic, then make that your career choice accordingly.

Choosing a course of study just to get a job, make money, or “get rich” does not lead to real life fulfillment. You may get that career but if you have no real interest in it, if you do not enjoy it, you will not feel happy, situations on the job will be more irritating, you will have less patience, and you will be anxious to leave at the end of the day rather than put in extra time to be really successful.

On the contrary, choosing a field of study in which you have real interest and enjoy will ensure that you study more diligently. You will ask more questions because you really want to know more. You will think more analytically, thoroughly and innovatively because you are fascinated by the possibilities. Then, because you have studied so well, have mastered the topic so completely, you will automatically have an enthusiasm and knowledge base that allows you to develop a career that is fulfilling, useful for society, and financially rewarding because of the extra time, effort and thought you put into that career.

There is also a benefit for society in general. Because you have chosen an area based on your interest, you will do it better benefiting the society in general as you produce a better product, develop a more efficient system, or make the people you serve feel happier.

If you have chosen the area to study based on your interest, your life outside the work will also be happier because job satisfaction pretty much determines general outlook on life. Thus your personal social life and interactions with family and friends will be brighter and more satisfying.

Without a doubt, choose to study what interest you first and let the career be a natural result of that study.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



上面例文的第二段和第三段分别从一正一反两方面阐述“根据兴趣选择学习的专业领域对个人的意义”，而第四段则递变到“根据兴趣选择学习的专业领域对社会的意义”，属于从个人到集体的递变。
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相关的例文如下：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to award students for effort (trying or hard working) than for achievement (good grades). Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2006.6.24

文章：

In the “real” world, success is measured by results, not efforts. If, for example, an employee at a research institution spends many long hours conducting an experiment that eventually fails to produce the expected result, he or she is not given accolades just for the time spent. Thomas Edison exerted great effort to find the right filament to light up his incandescent bulb—what matters now is that he succeeded, not that he worked really hard. If we reward students in the world of academia with meaningless “E” for “Effort” grades, we will be handicapping their chances for real success in their future careers.

For one thing, it is almost impossible to measure “effort” quantitatively (and thus fairly). Much of the hard work that is necessary to score a good grade in school occurs outside of class; how is the teacher to know, exactly, whether Sally spent all her free time working on her homework? And what about Henry, who is naturally bright, with a real talent for mathematics? Should he be given a lower grade than George, just because George chewed his pencil more during the test (and so looked like he was trying harder)?

Without an objective standard, applicable to everyone, it is difficult (if not impossible) to accurately gauge performance. Modern organizations have thus attempted to institute performance review systems that assign specific values to specific behaviors. Nevertheless, gray areas abound, leaving employees disgruntled about their ratings. (“What does my boss mean, ‘not a good listener’? I am a very good listener!”) So it is in the classroom, when students feel that the teacher is evaluating them on, say, their personality rather than their performance. (“The teacher likes George because he compliments her all the time and smiles a lot.”)

Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, an objective grading system levels the playing field. It doesn't matter whether you work a little or a lot, an “A” should still stand for “excellent” work. (A “B” is “good,” but it's definitely not “excellent.”) Without such outside standards, we end up with the possibility of rewarding mediocrity. Let parents and grandparents compliment little Junior on how hard he worked, how much he studied. Teachers must hold him accountable for meeting (or exceeding) accepted standards of excellence.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



文中的论证属于从浅到深中由次要到重要的例子。先说评价过程的操作性差，很难做到客观公正，递变到说更重要的是符合真实竞争中的优劣评判标准的才是客观的好标准。
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相关的例文如下：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television exert more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behaviors. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2007.4.21

文章：

Parents and other “guardians of the young” have long been worried that movies and television shows might have a horrendously negative effect on young viewers. Even as long ago as 1896, people were shocked at the sight of a man and a woman smooching sideways in Thomas Edison's brief film, The Kiss. Today we still have a system that won't allow anyone under 18 to see an “x-rated” movie, and certain “dirty” words and outright nudity are not permitted on public television. Yet, with all these safeguards in place, young people today are still subjected to people and situations that most certainly do lead to unacceptable (or even dangerous) behaviors.

First there is the problem with “copycat” behavior—a teenager sees some idiot on a TV show (like Jackass) performing some ridiculously perilous stunt and runs right out to try it himself. This is where the foolhardy and oftentimes lethal “game” of “car surfing” originated: A person jumps on the roof of a moving car and pretends to “surf” it down the street. (You can just imagine what happens next when the driver slams on the brakes.)

This “monkey see, monkey do” mentality applies as well to sexuality as portrayed in film and on TV. Parents may bemoan the fact that their 12-year-old “little girl” appears to favor dressing like a prostitute, with low cleavage, a high hem, and a bare midriff, but she's just watching MTV and mooning about looking like Madonna or Lady Gaga. And what about performers like Ricky Martin or Prince, whose suggestive dance moves in music videos would have made Elvis blush?

The problem with having public access to media is that there is always going to be the danger that our young people will be exposed to “bad” behavior. Movie and TV producers know full well that sex and violence sell, so they will not be persuaded to clean up their acts. Viewers must therefore beware. The only thing concerned parents can do is to monitor their children's media encounters and provide guidance towards more positive role models.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



上面例文的第二段阐明了青少年可能去模仿一些电视节目中的危险行为，而第三段则递变到青少年的思想可能如何受到一些电视节目的不良影响，属于从身体到精神的递变。
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相关的例文如下：


题目：

Some people prefer to finish a project completely before starting another. Others prefer to do two or several projects at the same time. Which way would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

TOEFL: 2007.6.24

文章：

I am always much more efficient if I focus all my attention on one project at a time. The problem with trying to “multi-task” is that it is much too easy for me to get distracted and spend too much time on projects of less importance. For example, if I decide to paint my kitchen, it is very important that I follow through on all the steps in sequence—cover up the kitchen counters and other surfaces, lay drop cloths on the floor, clean and prep the walls and ceiling, gather all my painting tools, then begin to paint. If I stop to accomplish any other task half-way through (like deciding to reorganize my bedroom closet) I will run out of time and energy for the painting project and wind up with a messy and unusable kitchen.

One advantage of the “finish-one-project-at-a-time” approach is that it forces me to pay particular attention to the task at hand and not be distracted by other thoughts. Thus, my kitchen painting project turns out much better since I am really conscious of how much paint I need on my brush, how strong a stroke I need to use on the wall or ceiling, and how careful I need to be around edges and corners.

Another advantage to my approach is that it saves me much time in the long run. If I am continually running off to take care of other matters (Clean out the closet! Wash the car), it will no doubt take me at least twice as long to finish my painting job. Henry Ford, founder of Ford Motors, is also the inventor of the assembly line, a system by which each worker is responsible for just one part of the overall process to construct an automobile. Ford's efficient method resulted in better-built and less expensive cars because his workers could remain completely focused on doing just one task well.

It all comes down, really, to the ability to prioritize effectively. First I must make a list of things I need to accomplish, then prioritize them according to importance, then tackle each item on the list one by one. In this way, I can concentrate all my efforts on one task at a time, but also feel that I am making progress in dealing with all the items on my list. The most successful organizations have learned to “do one thing right.” This is my motto, as well.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



上面例文的第一段和第二段讲了“专注于一个任务而不是同时进行多个任务”对于当前保证高质量完成任务的意义，而第三段递变到长期来看“专注于一个任务而不是同时进行多个任务”所带来的益处，属于从短期到长期的递变。
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相关的例文如下：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Renewable resources of energy (sun, wind, water) will soon replace the old resources of fossil fuels (gas, oil and coal). Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2006.10.28/2007.11.11/2008.2.24

文章：

Taking “soon” as the key word, I do not believe that renewable resources will be replacing fossil fuels anytime in the near future despite the fact that the gathering evidence of the pollution from fossil fuels is dramatically changing the quality of life on earth.

The major reason that this change will not come soon is that fossil fuels and their usage facilities and devices and our transportation energy production methods are still very plentiful and cheap compared to renewable energy production techniques and devices. This is the key factor because much of the world is still too poor to be able to afford the change to cleaner forms of energy. This term “poor” refers to individuals in many nations, even the developed ones, as well as the nations themselves. Individuals cannot afford the equipment. Nations do not have sufficient funds for necessary production facilities, supply systems, or infrastructure changes to put these sources into mass utilization.

Another reason is that there is not sufficient technological development of user-friendly devices at a cheap enough cost to make the transition feasible for the mass numbers of those still using fossil fuels.

Yet another reason is that oil producing nations are not putting sufficient effort into the transition. This is understandable for an economic perspective for these nations long dependent on revenues from fossil fuels.

Because of the world economic crisis and the too common problem of terrorism and the Iraq and Afghanistan situations, many nations and peoples are simply distracted from this issue and have problems which they feel are of more urgent importance.

Lastly, it seems that the general public is not sufficiently convinced of the urgency of the situation to bring pressure on their governments to do more or to take the initiative themselves to make the necessary changes in fuel sources.

Thus it is clear that the switch to renewable energy sources will be too long in coming, certainly not “soon”.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



“major reason”和“another reason”是单从化石能源和可再生能源本身的优势和劣势分析的，后面三个原因则是从更广阔、更复杂的大环境，包括石油生产国经济、世界局势和公众认知，来分析，属于简单到复杂递变中从单一到综合的例子。

有的考生对此感到很困惑：

“文勇老师，为什么要讨论递变的路径呢？这真的有必要吗？”

我很少固执地要求大家死记硬背一些东西，但是这个知识点确实非常重要，它可使得我们在文章内容的展开上有固定遵循的路径，不必把时间浪费在结构的组织和安排上，从而节省更多的时间去想该写什么，去思考这些内容该如何更好地表达，所以请允许我霸道一次吧。各位卖卖力气，平时练习的时候要有意识地去熟悉并灵活运用多种递变路径。

大家注意到在上述递变的路径列表中我使用了几个未完待续的省略号了吗？其实我是故意为之的，因为在写作过程中，可能大家会发现另外一些合适的递变路径，那么请及时补充进来。这样，以后我们考虑递变思路的时候选择就更多元了。另外，各位也应该知道这些递变路径都是可逆的，如不一定必须从物质层面递变到精神层面，同样也可以先写精神层面的内容，然后再提一下物质层面；也不一定非得从简单递变到复杂，先写复杂的方面，再补充一下简单的方面也是可以的。

额外补充一点，很多考生分不清对等和递变的区别。下面我用具体的例子来进行区分和说明。


1. Most were in Denmark (which got 3 percent of its electricity from wind turbines) and California (where 17,000 machines produced 1 percent of the state's electricity, enough to meet the residential needs of a city as large as San Francisco).【In principle,】 all the power needs of the United States could be provided by exploiting the wind potential of just three states—North Dakota, South Dakota, and Texas.

2. With new technological advances and mass production, projected cost declines should make wind power one of the world's cheapest ways to produce electricity.【In the long run,】 electricity from large wind farms in remote areas might be used to make hydrogen gas from water during periods when there is less than peak demand for electricity.

3. Researchers are evaluating how serious this problem is and hope to find ways to eliminate or sharply reduce this problem. Some analysts 【also】 contend that the number of birds killed by wind turbines is dwarfed by birds killed by other human-related sources and by the potential loss of entire bird species from possible global warming.



这是托福阅读文章《风力发电》的三处节选。前两处的空格属于递变关系，最后一处则属于对等关系。为什么呢？例子1的后句出现了“In principal”，间接说明前后两句讨论的层面发生了变化，属于从现实（现状）到理论的递变。例子2跟例子1的情况类似，“In the long run”的出现说明前后两句属于从短期到长期的递变。例子3显而易见是对等的关系，属于“Researchers”和“Some analysts”两类人行为的对等，同时“also”一词的出现再次印证了这种逻辑关系。下面我将这个例子做一下改动，修改后的句子如下：

如果我们将例子1做如下的改动：“Using wind turbines to produce electricity is promising. Currently, most were in Denmark (which got 3 percent of its electricity from wind turbines) and California (where 17,000 machines produced 1 percent of the state's electricity, enough to meet the residential needs of a city as large as San Francisco).【Moreover, in principle,】 all the power needs of the United States could be provided by exploiting the wind potential of just three states—North Dakota, South Dakota, and Texas.”

修改后，尽管表达的意思没有变，但空格处的句间逻辑关系却是对等而非递变了。原因是，句群的首句作为总起，表示风力发电前景乐观，然后分别从“Currently”和“Moreover, in principle”两方面加以论述，于是现实（现状）和理论两方面就变为了对等的信息罗列。由于明确表示了是从现实（现状）和理论两个方面讨论风力发电前景如何乐观，就不再存在所谓从现实到理论的递变了。同样地，例子2也可以做类似的改动，变为短期和长期的对等。而例子3在一定的背景下也有被改为递变的可能。

可以说，对等和递变之间的区别是微妙的，主要看写作的人的思路和侧重点。

2. 转折

“转折”是针对“并列”而言的，属于“感情色彩不一致”的情况。


The labor movement made progress in the decade before the Panic of 1837, 【but】 in the depression that followed, labor's strength collapsed.



这是比较典型的转折句。在“but”之前是运动有进展（make progress），而在“but”之后是运动力量崩塌了（collapse），感情色彩显然是相反的。


小贴士

关于转折，我想额外补充这样一句话——转折的前后不能完全相悖，就像并列的前后不能完全相同。例如：“The labor movement made progress in the decade before the Panic of 1837,【but】in the depression that followed, Hossam Zaki lost his seat in the Parliament at the election.”这句话和我们刚刚分析过的转折句相似却又不同，区别就在于“but”之后的内容。虽然这句话是我在刚才那句话的基础上改编的，但值得注意的是改编后的句子并不正确，给人一种前言不搭后语的感觉。这个句子中“but”之前讲的也是运动有进展（make progress），而“but”之后却很突兀地冒出了一个人名，说这个人在一次议会大选中下台了。风马牛不相及。“but”前后不仅感情色彩发生了转变，讨论对象也变了——前面讲的是“一件事情”，即工人运动蓬勃发展；而后面讲的是“一个人”，说这个人下台了。大家读到这里，一定会心生疑惑：前文的运动怎么样了？这个“Hossam Zaki”又是何许人也？这句话传达的信息并不清楚，是一个败笔，原因是前后讨论对象不相关。那怎样改进这个句子呢？需要在句子中加入衔接性的内容来交代一下这个“Hossam Zaki”与前文“运动”之间的关系。如，这个人其实是工人运动的领导人物（The labor movement made progress in the decade before the Panic of 1837,【but】in the depression that followed, Hossam Zaki who was the main leader of this movement lost his seat in the Parliament at the election）。如此一衔接，前后的讨论对象产生了直接相关性，句子就通顺了。



转折是写作中的重头戏。我们在托福阅读
 
[4]

 中详细讲解过，转折可分为明转折和暗转折。明转折有标志词，而暗转折则没有标志词。首先，需要牢记的一点是，写文章的时候千万不能生硬地用标志词来构造转折。如“我喜欢你，但是我不喜欢你”，这绝对是大错特错的，这样的句子虽然在形式上符合要求，却是矛盾、空洞且无意义的。所以我们写转折句的时候不能一味地追求前后相悖，还应注重内容本身，使得语意连贯顺畅，如改为“以前我喜欢你，但是现在不喜欢了”。要知道标志词只是辅助性的表象，方便读者辨认出来，而转折的灵魂却体现在分类上，如时间划分或者地点划分等体现出的暗转折上，更深刻，意味更深远。其次，关于明转折和暗转折，把明转折句中的标志词遮住就是一个暗转折句，否则就不能称为一个合格的转折句。如：“我喜欢你，（但是）我不喜欢你。”去掉标志词“但是”后，原句不成立，所以该句不是一个合格的转折句。而“过去我喜欢你，（但是）现在不喜欢你了”却恰恰相反，可以说是一个成功运用转折的句子。

a. 明转折

通常来说，明转折包括如下这些标志词：but, yet, however, in contrast (to), conversely, though/although, nevertheless, in spite of/despite, on the contrary, even if/even though, instead (of), different from/differing from, while等，来看几个例子。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “The Anasazi lived in houses constructed of adobe and wood. Anasazi houses were originally built in pits and were entered from the roof. 【But】 around the year 700 A.D., the Anasazi began to build their homes above ground and join them together into rambling multistoried complexes, which the Spanish called pueblos villages.”

TOEFL: 1997.8



短短几行字，“But”赫然挺立其中。文中讲述了一个变化：公元700年以前，“The Anasazi”把房子都建在地面之下的洞中，并由房顶处才可进入；而公元700年以后，他们才开始尝试着在地面之上盖房子。一个是“地面之上”，一个是“地面之下”，明显相反。这也是一个很标准的转折句。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “Children normally desire to vent aggressive impulses on other people, including their parents, because even the most attentive parents cannot gratify all of their demands immediately. 【Yet】 children, also fearing their parents' punishment and the loss of parental love, come to repress most aggressive impulses.”

OG Practice Set 4: Aggression

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这两句话是由“Yet”连接到一起的。前一句话讲孩子们通常会因为一些不如意便产生了向周围人发动攻击的冲动，包括父母在内，因为即便是最体贴的父母也不能立刻满足孩子的一切愿望；后一句话接着讲，但是孩子们也往往会自己克制一些攻击性的冲动，因为他们还是害怕家长的惩罚的，或者担心不乖的话家长就不会那么爱自己了。两句话中，前者讲发起攻击，后者讲克制攻击，构成转折。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “Hunting is at best a precarious way of procuring food, 【even when】 the diet is supplemented with seeds and fruits. Not long after the last Ice Age, around 7,000 B.C. (during the Neolithic period), some hunters and gatherers began to rely chiefly on agriculture for their sustenance. Others continued the old pastoral and nomadic ways. Indeed, agriculture itself evolved over the course of time, and Neolithic peoples had long known how to grow crops. The real transformation of human life occurred when huge numbers of people began to rely primarily and permanently on the grain they grew and the animals they domesticated.”

TOEFL: 2002.9



“even when”在这里的意思为“尽管”，整句话的意思是，尽管人们可以（在食用猎物之外）辅助食用一些种子和水果，但打猎仍充其量算是一种不稳定的获取食物的方式。


在“递变”的部分，我们讲过了“yet”和“even”的用法，建议大家以后写作的时候，除了运用一些最基本的关联词，也能讨巧地尝试一下“even”和“yet”，既给考官带来耳目一新的感觉，同时又展现出自己的语言功底。



b. 暗转折

暗转折在文章中很常见，在考试中也会反复出现，只是有些考生不够敏感，在没有转折词的情况下就意识不到转折而已。暗转折实际上是运用分类来暗示转折，如时间划分或者地点划分等。还记得吗？前面我们在阐述“简洁”时提到的北部辉格党的例子就属于利用地点划分来体现转折的暗转折。

再举一个利用地点划分来体现转折的暗转折例子。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “Sediment above and below the gypsum layer contained tiny marine fossils, indicating open-ocean conditions.”

TPO-7: The Geologic History of the Mediterranean

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”

Which of the following can be inferred from this paragraph about the solid gypsum layer?

A. It did not contain any marine fossil.

B. It had formed in open-ocean conditions.

C. It had once been soft, deep-sea mud.

D. It contained sediment from nearby deserts.



文中讲的是“石膏层的上面及下面的沉积物中含有小块的海洋化石，这说明了它曾经处于开放的海洋环境中”，题干问的是“通过文中的内容可以推断出来石膏层的中间怎么样”。大家想想，既然石膏层的上面和下面都有海洋化石，那么中间有没有呢？必定没有。因为如果上、中、下都含有海洋化石，那么就没必要加以区分了。

下面举一个利用时间划分来体现转折的暗转折例子。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “…The nineteenth century brought with it a burst of new discoveries and inventions that revolutionized the candle industry and made lighting available to all. In the early-to-mid-nineteenth century, a process was developed to refine tallow (fat from animals) with alkali and sulfuric acid. The result was a product called stearin. Stearin is harder and burns longer than unrefined tallow. This breakthrough meant that it was possible to make tallow candles that would not produce the usual smoke and rancid odor. Stearins were also derived from palm oil, so vegetable waxes as well as animal fats could be used to make candles…”

OG阅读推理题例题

Which of the following can be inferred from this paragraph about candles before the nineteenth century?

A. They did not smoke when they were burned.

B. They produced a pleasant odor as they burned.

C. They were not available to all.

D. They contained sulfuric acid.



文中讲的是“19世纪社会有了革新和新发明，蜡烛制造业改进了技术，使得人们都获得了光明”，而题目问的却是19世纪以前关于蜡烛的事情。这我们从何得知呢？就从“19世纪”这个时间划分体现的暗转折入手。虽然句子本身讲的是19世纪的事情，但稍加思考就会知道，直到19世纪人们才都获得了光明，这意味着“19世纪之前”没有实现蜡烛的“available to all”，所以答案是C选项。

所以各位要记住：但凡区分了时间，区分了地点，前后之间就会有不同之处。

以上是由时间划分和地点划分所暗示出的转折，而暗转折的范围包含但不仅限于此。事实上，所有涉及分类概念的句子都暗含着转折。既然分类，就意味着不同，时间划分和地点划分只是分类的两种情况罢了。


关于这一点，我经常拿鲁迅先生的一篇文章来举例，这也是我至今都没有想明白的一件事情。他在《秋夜》中一开始就写道“在我的后园，可以看见墙外有两株树，一株是枣树，还有一株也是枣树”，从严格意义上说，这种情况不应该在文章里面出现。因为单独指出了“一株是枣树”，那么另一株就一定不能再是枣树了，不然就没必要强调区分了。我的初中语文老师给出一个解释，他说这些奇言怪语恰恰表达了鲁迅先生在白色恐怖之下的思想感情。好吧，我承认自己理解不了此类高深的文学作品，我只知道在诸如托福这类标准化的考试中，绝对不允许出现这种怪异的表达方式。这是各位需要注意的。



讲到这里，大家心里应该就清楚了吧？转折的核心并不在于它有标志词，而意义层面的转化才是关键所在。也就是说，标志词是形式，句意才是本质。明转折，暗转折，无非是一个有标志词，而另一个没有罢了。诙谐一点的话也可以说，明转折直接，把转折关系直接拉出来；而暗转折含蓄，不动声色，你的心已被它搅动，随它转了一弯又一弯。

虽然这个说法比较新颖，但我相信各位能够理解。以后写文章的时候，我们应该锻炼自己，有意识地去运用暗转折，这样的文章既简洁，又意味深长，很能体现一个人驾驭文字的功力（建议每篇文章中至少出现一至两处暗转折，作为点睛之笔）。

以上讨论的转折都是句间关系层面上的转折，如果上升到句群间关系或段落间关系的层面，根据论述目标一致与否，又可将转折分为让步和对立。

大家还记得我们在第二章“中心明确”部分讨论过的“让步写法”和“居中写法”吗？“让步写法”中，让步段跟其他主体段落之间的关系就属于转折中的让步，因为其他主体段落的论述目标是支持“一边倒”的主观点，让步段整体上的论述目标也是支持“一边倒”的主观点；而“居中写法”中正面描述段落和负面描述段落之间的关系就属于转折中的对立，因为它们的论述目标是相悖的，所以两者才最终共同构成居中的主观点。

（1）让步

我们先来回顾一下第二章“中心明确”部分“让步写法”的例子。


题目：

Some people prefer to work with others. Others prefer to work alone. Which way would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

TOEFL: 2007.9.15

文章：

While it often depends on the kind of work at hand and the people with whom it must be done, I generally prefer to work alone. This is the nature of the work I like to do: writing, editing, figuring out solutions to issues, solving problems.

Working alone I can concentrate more deeply on the task at hand. I can control the work environment—either total silence or the background music I enjoy, in the most comfortable chair, in the best lighting, with the room temperature set just as I like, and in the most comfortable clothes—everything conducive to getting the work done without distraction, discomfort or interruptions.

When working with others, there tends to be more or less constant chatter and many other miscellaneous distractions—cell phone calls, attacks of coughing and sneezing, someone starts unconsciously humming off key, someone wants to have their special music playing, someone's stomach growls and all have to make their comic comments, someone wants to open or close a window, offers to make coffee or tea, etc. All this makes it difficult to enjoy sustained periods of the quiet needed for deep concentration to get the work done most expeditiously and correctly.

Though working with others provides more or less interesting opportunities for short relaxing breaks and it is good to have another at hand who knows the answer to some questions for which you can get a ready answer rather than having to look it up online or in a book, for the type of work I like to do, these do not outweigh the long, undisturbed periods of fruitful concentration in a comfortable environment possible when working alone.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



上面这篇采用让步写法的文章，在第四段使用了让步。文章第一段提出观点，更喜欢独自工作。第二段和第三段都讲的是独自工作的好处，第四段一开始先承认了与他人一同工作也有一些好处，但之后解释说相比之下这些好处不能胜过独自工作的优点，所以还是更喜欢独自工作。于是可以看出，第四段的论述目标与第二、三段一致，最终都是要说明还是独自工作更好，所以第四段与第二、三段之间的关系属于转折中的让步。

再来看一个例子。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The major purpose of television is to educate, not to entertain. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2007.10.5

文章：

I would like to say that the main purpose of television is to educate; however, I truly believe that it is not. In fact, neither is it just to entertain! The major purpose of TV is to make money—like any other business. TV is all about making money.

Companies advertise products and services for sale; TV station owners make money selling broadcast time to these companies for advertisements and even for political speech making; and individuals or agencies produce programs which they sell to the TV stations. These programs may be entertaining or educational but that is secondary to the money making issue. There seems to be more money to be made in entertaining because more people watch these programs so the companies have to pay much more for the advertising time. Because most educational programs do not have as wide an audience, TV stations cannot make as much money from advertisers; so, they do not schedule as much educational programming.

Even the news programming has an ulterior, money-making motive. People like to know what is going on in their communities, their countries and the world; they want to know about the weather, their favorite movie stars, sports teams, etc., so the TV companies put this information on at regular times when they know that the most people watch—prime time so they will have the maximum number of watchers; therefore, the advertisers must pay very high prices for their commercials during news programs.

The only exception to the money-making motivation is public service announcements, but, of course, this is not because of the TV stations are being generous with their viewing time, it is because, in many countries, public service announcements are required by law!

So, it is crystal clear that the main purpose of television is neither to entertain nor to educate, it is to make money!

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



以上这篇文章，在第四段采用了让步。文章第一段提出观点，电视的目的既不是教育也不是娱乐，而是盈利。第二段和第三段分析了各种电视节目，教育、娱乐，甚至是新闻，都只是表现形式，其核心目的都是盈利，这些分析论证直接地支持了观点。第四段出现一个转折，抛出了盈利之外的另一个动力，即公益广告，但马上又做了解释，说明这其实不是目的，电视台这样做不是盈利目的有所改变，而只是被迫服从法律要求。所以第四段的论述目标其实还是说明盈利是唯一目的，跟第二、三段的论述目标是一致的，于是第四段与第二、三段之间不是对立关系，而是让步关系。

（2）对立

我们先来回顾一下第二章的“中心明确”部分“居中写法”的例子。


题目：

Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2008.3.15

文章：

I do not agree that human needs for land are more important than saving land for endangered animals. In my personal view, both human needs and protecting endangered animals are equally important.

Human needs for land are very important in order to give people good lives and support the development of society. For instance, as the population increases, more homes need to be built and more factories and power stations are required to supply the goods and energy that people need. More farmland is needed to produce food. If we do not convert land use for these purposes, many people will suffer and have bad lives.

On the other hand, saving land to protect endangered animals is also very important, not just because animals add variety and beauty to the world, but because animals make an important contribution to humans' quality of life. Animals are part of the ecosystem that purifies the air, cleans the water, and provides humans with food. If we allow the animals to become extinct, we will damage the ecosystems and lose these vital services. This will have a bad impact on the development of society.

Clearly, it is impossible to say that either aspect is more important as they both have a significant impact on the quality of people's lives. Furthermore, there is no need to choose between providing for humans and protecting animals because, the way I see it, the problem is not a shortage of land. The problem is that people see the short-term benefit of, say, cutting down a rainforest for farmland but they do not see the long-term economic benefit of protecting animals. Governments need to educate people to see the equal value of both and then we can develop society without destroying the natural world.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



上面这篇采用“居中写法”的文章，首段亮明观点，“把土地用以人类需要”和“保留土地来挽救濒危动物”二者置于同等重要的地位。第二段的论述目标是论证土地对人类需求的重要性；第三段的论述目标是论证保存土地对保护濒危动物的重要性。论证目标不同，因而第二段与第三段之间出现的转折属于转折中的对立。

再来看一个例子。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should not be permitted to use mobile phones on public transportation vehicles, such as buses, trains or aeroplanes. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.

TOEFL: 2007.9.12

文章：

In this question, the varying situations must be considered. As a general principle, I believe the use of mobile phones should be allowed on public transportation. But there are situations and locations when they should be restricted or forbidden and when greater common courtesy should be used.

For safety reasons, mobile phones must not be allowed on airplanes during takeoff and landing because it interferes with the communication system. Absent such practical safety considerations there should be no prohibition of cell phone use.

What applies in most situations is the objectionable behavior of the cell phone user.The passenger who absentmindedly stands in the subway doorway reading or writing text messages; the guy talking loudly on his cell phone on the night train when others are trying to sleep; the person who enthusiastically talks on the phone as the bus passes her stop then makes a scene demanding the bus driver to stop right there to let her out—all these have to do with the behavior of the mobile phone user not the fact of the phone itself as on the airplane. These situations make us wish cell phones were banned on public transportation.

But in the case of the friend who has received a suicide threatening call and is rushing to their side while trying to keep them talking on the phone; the nurse who is giving critical instructions to her neighbor whose child has just been hurt; the lover who just wants to reassure his sweetheart that he loves her and wants to apologize for something he just said in anger as he left her at the bus stop; the student who is receiving word from his teacher that he has reconsidered his appeal and will allow a re-test—in these situations the cell phone must be allowed.

Thus, except in safety situations, mobile phones should be allowed. We just need improvement in the human behavior issue.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



以上这篇文章采用的也是“居中写法”。文章的观点是，在一些危害安全的情况下，应该禁止在公共交通工具上使用手机，其他情况下原则上是可以使用的，但使用者不应损害他人的利益。第二段说的是在危害安全的情况下，需要禁止使用手机，这属于负面描述；第三段说的是应该避免损害他人利益的不文明使用行为，这属于负面描述；而第四段则出现了与之对立的正面描述，说的是一些情况下应该保障手机的使用。

3.“同层信息”组织的应用

（1）托福独立写作

除了单个句子内部或者句子之间的同层信息组织可以应用并列和转折，大家还应注意，同层信息组织还可以应用于句群和句群之间、段落与段落之间，即相邻两段之间也可以是并列或转折的关系。这对于托福独立写作（甚至是所有的写作）来说意义非凡。

我建议各位在进行独立写作时尽量多地使用递变、让步和对立来建立几个分论点段落之间的联系，因为这样的结构更巧妙，更能在有限的篇幅内体现出思维的深度和广度。而大家要尽量避免过多地使用对等。为什么？因为如果文中出现很多对等的话，思维的延伸只会是平行的，在深度上并没有任何突破。举个例子，当两个人聊天的时候，如果A问B喜欢吃什么水果，B回答了一长串水果名称——菠萝、香蕉、猕猴桃、橘子、哈密瓜、葡萄、荔枝、椰子、芒果……就这样无止境地罗列下去，大家听到这种回答一般会是怎样的感觉呢？求饶，赶快停止吧，受不了了，这样的聊天内容有一种神奇的催眠效果。虽然对等关系是一种大家较为偏爱，同时也是普遍流行的段落之间的逻辑关系，几乎可用于所有的文章，适当地运用确实能达到很好的效果，但是过度使用却会导致低效，且令人不悦。不知道大家之前有没有听过一个说法？那就是在文章中进行列举的时候，列举对象的数量千万别超过3个。因为简单列一下就足以描述清楚所要证明或者强调的观点了，过多的列举并没有任何实质性的意义。

而递变就不同，它的出现意味着思维层次的变化。不知道各位是否还记得我在前面提到MECE原则时，在理论讲解之后我具体分析了一个在信息组织方面不足的作文提纲，即“Teenage Smoking”，并对其进行了修改。下面我们用图表的形式再对修改后的提纲的同层信息组织方式做一下详细的分析。

总观点：青少年吸烟有害
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如此构造出来的文章是在递变关系中嵌入了对等关系，条理清晰，论述全面，是一篇不错的文章。而如果抛开逻辑结构，只是想到哪儿就写到哪儿的话，罗列几个并列的点，并不符合MECE原则，只能是堆砌起来的一些杂乱无章的事实，也不能保证文章的完整性。通过这个例子，相信大家可以了解对等关系和递变关系之间的区别了，也会理解我为什么提倡大家尽量多用递变关系了。

类似地，转折，即让步和对立的出现则意味着思维的全面和严谨。我们在讨论一个事物的优点时，如果能同时提到它的少量缺点，或在讨论某事物的缺点时，同时提一下优点，都会使得论证客观而全面，思维也显得严谨。而文章收尾之前这个笔锋一转的过程就是所谓的转折关系了。这样的文章组织方式我们前面两次提到过，即“让步写法”（使用转折中的让步）和“居中写法”（使用转折中的对立）。

我们再来回顾和分析一下。

“让步写法”文章及主体段段间关系分析：


题目：

Some people prefer to work with others. Others prefer to work alone. Which way would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

TOEFL: 2007.9.15

文章：

While it often depends on the kind of work at hand and the people with whom it must be done, I generally prefer to work alone. This is the nature of the work I like to do: writing, editing, figuring out solutions to issues, solving problems.

Working alone I can concentrate more deeply on the task at hand. I can control the work environment—either total silence or the background music I enjoy, in the most comfortable chair, in the best lighting, with the room temperature set just as I like, and in the most comfortable clothes—everything conducive to getting the work done without distraction, discomfort or interruptions.

When working with others, there tends to be more or less constant chatter and many other miscellaneous distractions—cell phone calls, attacks of coughing and sneezing, someone starts unconsciously humming off key, someone wants to have their special music playing, someone's stomach growls and all have to make their comic comments, someone wants to open or close a window, offers to make coffee or tea, etc. All this makes it difficult to enjoy sustained periods of the quiet needed for deep concentration to get the work done most expeditiously and correctly.

Though working with others provides more or less interesting opportunities for short relaxing breaks and it is good to have another at hand who knows the answer to some questions for which you can get a ready answer rather than having to look it up online or in a book, for the type of work I like to do, these do not outweigh the long, undisturbed periods of fruitful concentration in a comfortable environment possible when working alone.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



总观点：更喜欢独自工作
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“居中写法”范文及主体段段间关系分析：


题目：

Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2008.3.15

文章：

I do not agree that human needs for land are more important than saving land for endangered animals. In my personal view, both human needs and protecting endangered animals are equally important.

Human needs for land are very important in order to give people good lives and support the development of society. For instance, as the population increases, more homes need to be built and more factories and power stations are required to supply the goods and energy that people need. More farmland is needed to produce food. If we do not convert land use for these purposes, many people will suffer and have bad lives.

On the other hand, saving land to protect endangered animals is also very important, not just because animals add variety and beauty to the world, but because animals make an important contribution to humans' quality of life. Animals are part of the ecosystem that purifies the air, cleans the water, and provides humans with food. If we allow the animals to become extinct, we will damage the ecosystems and lose these vital services. This will have a bad impact on the development of society.

Clearly, it is impossible to say that either aspect is more important as they both have a significant impact on the quality of people's lives. Furthermore, there is no need to choose between providing for humans and protecting animals because, the way I see it, the problem is not a shortage of land. The problem is that people see the short-term benefit of, say, cutting down a rainforest for farmland but they do not see the long-term economic benefit of protecting animals. Governments need to educate people to see the equal value of both and then we can develop society without destroying the natural world.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



总观点：土地对满足人类需要和保留土地来挽救濒危动物同等重要
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既然“递变”和“转折”在写作中是如此重要，下面我想推荐给大家一种通用段落间逻辑结构——任意分论点+递变+让步。


小贴士

为什么通用结构是老师教给考生的最管用的秘籍？

通用结构的提出可能会令许多考生异常兴奋。

在考试的时候遇到一个题目，要想出合适的3个分论点，不一定容易，因为这要看考生对于该题目的熟悉程度如何。如果考题正好是考生特别熟悉的话题，自然就不成问题了；但若是考生不熟悉的话题，考生只能是抓耳挠腮，毫无办法。

老师并没有办法在短时间内迅速扩充考生的背景知识，因为这是不符合客观规律的事情。也就是说，考生对于某个题目所能讨论内容的多寡与自身经历和知识的多寡密切相关。

既然老师在短期内不能够拓宽考生的知识广度，那么只有教会考生面对特定的题目时，即便背景及相关知识匮乏，也能够写出一篇有一定深度的文章来。

“递变”加上“让步”这种写作方式便应运而生。



“文勇老师，通用结构对写作的提高有什么具体的指导意义呢？”

通用结构可谓意义重大。如果我们围绕一个话题来写一篇作文，通常来说都会绞尽脑汁地找出3个主要的方面来讨论，但是真正的困难在于——我们往往想不全3个方面，而且即便好不容易凑全了3点内容，稍作检查，就会发现其实这3点内容之间存在着某种交叠，论述并不清楚。我在这里给出的妙招就是杜绝这种情况，干脆就先写第1点，这没有任何难度吧？写完之后，再针对第1点内容给出一个递变段，让它作为第2点。如何递变？还记得前面罗列出的几个递变路径吧？这时候它们就能派上用场了。接下来，还差第3点，我们可以针对前两点写一个让步段，很简单，无非就是把论证的不足之处稍微提一下（不过大家要记得“让步”要有一个“掰回来”的过程才有意义，如果可以想出克服的办法，就写一写克服办法，如果想不出克服办法，就对不足做一下削弱，例如，强调某事还是有点价值/更有价值）。这就是所谓的通用逻辑结构。按照这样的步骤，可以说任何话题都不在话下，很顺利就能完成一篇文章了（特别提醒，如果考试的时候大家有足够开阔的思路，就不一定要使用通用结构，通用结构只不过是保底的做法，以防万一）。

下面我们不妨分析一篇使用通用结构的范文。


题目：

Does the use of technological progress as a measurement of progress cause a society to neglect other values, such as education and the condition of the natural environment?

文章：

Technological progress, as I see it, does not affect concerns on other important values of society, but rather sustain them.

A strong commitment to technological progress implies an equally strong commitment to education. After all, who will be skillful enough to devise and develop new technologies except well educated scientists and engineers? As manual labor jobs decrease, the need for “knowledge workers” who can invent new products and troubleshoot new problems, will increase. Just imagine the kind of education that is needed today for employees of Microsoft, or Toyota, or Intel. In many countries, the government has set up training initiatives, partnering with local businesses and educational institutions to provide the kind of education a modern workforce needs. “Education is the transmission of civilization,” said the philosopher Will Durant. Technology drives that transmission.

To go deeper, the development of new technology often leads to happiness. This is especially true for the kinds of technological advances that enhance our physical comfort—the invention of the indoor toilet, for example, or central heating and air conditioning. 200 years ago, the preparation of a family dinner, even in large cities, was an all-day, time-consuming activity, with hours of preparation going into purchasing (or catching) the main entrée, plucking or skinning it, firing up the wood stove, and laboriously attending it through its cooking time. Now we have electric or gas ovens that heat up quickly and we buy our food already prepared for cooking. I cannot imagine anyone to be happier with just a stack of kindling and a match than with a microwave oven.

Of course, the push to invent new technologies has not been without its cost to the environment. During the Industrial Revolution in Europe, people saw their life expectancies extended and their livelihoods increased. Yet they also saw their skies become polluted from the output of the coal-driven “dark Satanic mills”, as William Blake's metaphor for factories put it. Even today we are still grappling with the by-products of technology: climate change, global warming, deforestation, and air pollution. But we have already realized the necessity for environmental protection and we will certainly discover a way to use what we have learned to save our planet and ensure the well-being for all.

改编自《SAT真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》

范文（第101页）



我们来分析一下文章的结构：第1段亮明观点，认为重视科技进步不会冲击其他价值观，反而会支持它们；第2段选取了这样一个切入点来展开——重视科技必然导致重视教育；第3段对第2段的现象分析进行由浅入深的递变，分析了科技进步使人们感觉更幸福；第4段进行让步，承认科技进步一定程度上对环境造成了不良影响，但又对科技满怀信心，认为科技进步最终也能够解决环境问题，实现共赢。文章的结构十分清晰，较好地运用了“任意观点+递变+让步”这种通用逻辑结构。

下面是几个写作题目，大家可以参照我们刚刚讲过的方法，大概列一下提纲，借助通用逻辑结构来组织写文章的思路。


通用逻辑结构应用练习题目
 
[5]

 ：

1. Young people nowadays do not give enough time to helping their communities.
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2. One of the best ways that parents can help their teenage children prepare for adult life is to encourage them to take a part-time job.
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3. In today's world, it is more important to work quickly and risk making mistakes than to work slowly and make sure that everything is correct.
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（2）托福综合写作

除了可以用于指导独立写作外，同层信息组织对于托福综合写作来说也很重要。看过OG或者参加过托福考试的考生都知道，与其他写作形式不同，综合写作更注重“关系”二字。所谓“综合”就是考查听、读、写等多方面的能力，要求考生先阅读一篇文章，而后再听一段材料，分析二者关系后写一篇文章。阅读材料和听力材料所讨论的对象是相同的，但是观点和态度却有差别：大部分情况下，听力材料会直接反驳阅读材料中给出的观点；而在某些情况下，听力材料又会进一步支持阅读材料中的观点。对于反驳的情况，我们在写作时必定会一再地用到转折关系；而对于进一步支持的情况，递变关系无疑会是最好的写作方式。

（二）MECE条件下的“异层信息”组织

前面分析过“同层信息”和“异层信息”二者的关系，都是帮助文章顺利展开的。而针对只有三四百个单词的短文章，我们可以这样笼统区分：“同层信息”组织一般针对的是除开头段落和文末总结段落之外的几个主体段落之间的关系；而“异层信息”组织一般讨论的是主体段落与开头段落或总结段落之间的关系，即“分论点应该如何围绕总观点展开”，以及段落内部各组成部分之间的关系，即“在段落中应该如何围绕一个主题句展开”。

一般来说，“异层信息”组织有两个大的方向，即“对观点的论述”和“对道理的论述”。进一步细分的话，前者又包括“塑造观点”（定义、阐述）、“以小见大”（举例、细分）、“以大见小”（背景）和“归纳观点”（总结）这4种情况；而后者则包括“自述”（原因、结果）和“他述”（类比、名言）
 
[6]

 。
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MECE条件下的“异层信息”组织

“文勇老师，怎么有这么多种方式啊？真是让人眼花缭乱。”

我相信大家曾经或多或少都苦恼过：“词穷感”常常来袭，写着写着思路突然就断了，很担心字数不够；自己写出来的文章千篇一律，论证方法尤为单一，唯独钟情于举例子。提到举例，我并不是说这种论证方法不好，但是如果全文中反反复复都只用同一种论证方式，难免单调无力。事实上，这涉及一个写作习惯和偏好的问题，各位喜欢用哪种方法我绝不干涉。但是作为一名老师，我的职责就是把所有可能会用到的十八般武艺都告诉大家，以备不时之需。提醒各位千万不要一开始学武功的时候就一口咬定自己独爱“小李飞刀”，因为当切身体验过“独孤九剑”的魅力后，我们的想法很可能会大大改变。所以平时要多做尝试，全面掌握各种技能，这样关键时刻才能择优而用、游刃有余，考试的时候就可以很从容地选择自己熟悉且擅长、适合情境的两种或多种论证方法来灵活应对。而我刚刚给出的几种论证方式就能很好地解决这一问题，为各位提供更为丰富多元的论证角度，使文章中的论述更全面、更具层次、更有说服力。

1. 对观点的论述

事实上，当我们打算证明一个观点的时候，就应该介绍清楚这个观点究竟是什么。前面提到了，它具体包括定义、阐述、举例、细分、背景和总结。定义和阐述是原封不动、原汁原味的介绍，所以讨论对象本身没有变化，属于“塑造观点”；举例和细分的讨论对象就会比原来小一号，属于“以小见大”；背景意味着论述中的讨论对象会比原来大一号，属于“以大见小”。总结则是对前面讨论内容的归纳，属于“归纳观点”。

（1）塑造观点


a.定义


“定义”其实就是对话题当中的某个概念所做的简要说明。在写作中，当题目涉及某个概念时，我们就可以通过对这一概念进行定义，从而展开讨论，塑造观点。

下面我们一起来看几个范例：


1. Before we can say what responsibilities friends have towards each other, we must first define what friendship is. “A friend is a person with whom I may be sincere. Before him I may think aloud,” said American essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson. Or, as inventor Henry Ford put it, “My best friend is the one who brings out the best in me.” On a lighter (but no less meaningful) note, playwright Oscar Wilde claimed, “A true friend stabs you in the front.” What all these quotes have in common is this simple insight: A true friendship cannot be destroyed by words or actions, so long as they are honest. Thus, true friends will never let you make a mistake without telling you why you should think twice about your decision.

TOEFL: 2006.5.26

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》

2. The deserts, which already occupy approximately a fourth of the Earth's land surface, have in recent decades been increasing at an alarming pace. The expansion of desertlike conditions into areas where they did not previously exist is called desertification. It has been estimated that an additional one-fourth of the Earth's land surface is threatened by this process.

OG Practice Set 2: Desert Formation

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



需要注意的一点是，我们之所以下定义，是为了方便后文讨论问题。换句话说，定义的目标不是要公正，定义恰恰需要有偏向性。什么意思呢？先看看下面这个例子：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students' sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TOEFL: 2005.11.19

文章节选：

The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university” is to produce graduates who have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences. A true university should attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of athletics. In this respect, then, universities most assuredly should fund sports activities and libraries in equal measure.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



在上面的例子中，作者将大学定义为能够使学生接触到多样化的学习经历或体验的机构，因此我们几乎可以预判本文的主题是作者认为大学应同等程度支持体育活动与图书馆的建设，也就是说定义是为文章所论证的主题服务的。如果本文的目标是强调大学应该投入更多的资金来支持图书馆建设的话，那么他可能将大学定义为一个让学生更好地学习学术知识的场所，由此可以看出定义的倾向性。这也是我们在写文章时应该注意的一个重要方面。

一起来看看如下例子的定义是否适当吧。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Visiting the museums is the best way to learn about a country.

TOEFL: 2008.10.12/2009.10.25

文章节选：

Museums are known to be the institutions which conserve the collections of a large quantity of artifacts and other objects. A large number of people maintain the idea that as communication window, museums are superior to other medium to disseminate a country's culture. However, I am in favor of the opinion that visiting the museums can never be the best way to learn about a country, when taking its limited advantages into account.

乐闻携尔学生原作节选



毫无疑问，这是一个反例，作者试图用下定义的方法来引出对博物馆的讨论，然而作者在对题目所讨论的问题持反对态度的情况下（从本段最后一句话可看出作者的观点），却对博物馆做出正面的定义，这显然是不合理的。下定义的时候应该将博物馆定义为仅仅是收纳了最好的工艺品的地方，或者是收藏资源有限的机构，这样才与下面要论证的观点相一致。

请大家针对如下题目，在方框中尝试练习一下“定义”这种论述方法：


Which way do you think is the best way towards success, spending a lot of time to study or being creative?

TOEFL: 2006.8.18

（可以给success下定义）




b.阐述


“阐述”是对于观点的进一步解释说明。当观点有值得被说明的特点/特质/起源时，常使用该方法促使读者更清楚地了解观点。

下面我们一起来看几个范例：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students' sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TOEFL: 2005.11.19

文章节选：

The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university” is to produce graduates who have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences. A true university should attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of athletics. In this respect, then, universities most assuredly should fund sports activities and libraries in equal measure.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



这个范例中，第一句将大学定义为培养具有广泛多样学习经历的学生的场所，这样的说法不够清晰明确，于是接下来一句又做出进一步的“阐述”，解释了培养具有广泛多样学习经历的学生意思是应将学生塑造成全面的学者，不仅专精于学术，也支持体育运动。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2006.04.28

文章节选：

In 1943, the psychologist Abraham Maslow published his “Hierarchy of Needs”—those elements that truly motivate us to act, whether for self-preservation or for self-fulfillment.Lowest on the pyramid is physiological—the need for food and shelter. Highest is self actualization—the need to use our minds to be creative and solve problems (to be all that we can be). A 2001 survey of Australian employees indicated that it was not the salary that kept the top-performing employees motivated; on the contrary, it was “career and learning opportunities” and “challenging, stretching work.”

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



本段第一句讲马斯洛的需求层次理论，激励因素有两种，自我维持性质的因素和自我实现性质的因素。这样说不够具体，于是下一句用“阐述”的方式做出进一步解释，说生理上的需求是最低层次的需求，如对食物和住所的需求，而最高层次的需求是自我实现。

请大家针对如下题目在方框中尝试练习一下“阐述”这种论述方法：


In twenty years, people will spend less time in cooking and preparing for food. Do you agree or disagree?

TOEFL:2007.11.24

（先构造一个分论点，之后对分论点进行阐述，即同义改写）



（2）以小见大


a. 举例


什么是举例？

当抽象化事物（较为概括）的特质通过某些具体事物（较为详尽）表现出来时，就是举例。举例是写作中最常用到的论证方式。在托福独立写作中有一类是详述题，例如“How do movies or television influence people's behavior”就需要大家下功夫详尽描述，因此举例是一个不错的选择。细心的考生也会发现独立写作的题目要求里也明确地提出了“Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer”，可见其普遍性与重要性。

我们前面提到了定义，描述的时候对象本身的概念没有发生变化，例如讨论“我爱吃苹果”这个话题时，运用定义的话就是介绍苹果是什么；而如果采用举例的方式来讨论同一话题的话，就会更具体一些，描述的时候要找概念小一号的对象，如红富士苹果的香味总是很诱人，让我垂涎欲滴。

举例可分为初级模式和高级模式两种情况：有“for example/ instance”等标志词的例子属于初级模式；而句子本身并无标志词，却作为例子在文章中出现的属于高级模式。与前面所讲的同层信息中的暗转折一样，标志词只是表象，而能否成为一个好例子则取决于内容本身。我们应该有意识地提高自身的功底，逐步向高级模式靠拢。建议大家在文章中精心构造一两处并不包含明显标志词的例子，以彰显不凡实力。


初级模式：

Many students in our university, like me, come from very poor backgrounds.

高级模式：

The applied arts are thus bound by the laws of physics, which pertain to both the materials used in their making and the substances and things to be contained, supported, and sheltered. These laws are universal in their application, regardless of cultural beliefs, geography, or climate. If a pot has no bottom or has large openings in its sides, it could hardly be considered a container in any traditional sense.

OG Example: Applied Arts and Fine Arts

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



后者中出现的“If a pot…”这句话确实是举例。作者为什么敢于这样写呢？是因为有“If”吗？显然不是，我们并不能把假设等同于举例。在高级模式中，是因为作者给出了一个具体事物或者情况，而它与该段落的主要讨论对象相比明显小一号，属于子集范畴，一目了然，所以这样使读者能够清楚地意识到例子的出现。“pot”是罐子、壶、锅等容器，它属于“The applied arts”中的一个具体分类，所以在该语境中不需要标志词也完全可以清楚表达这个举例概念。

举例的基本原则

举例的时候，我们应该遵循两个基本原则——“细节原则”和“一致性原则”。

什么是“细节原则”呢？我先给大家罗列一个教科书中常见的例子吧。当聊到“cigarette smoking”这个话题的时候，恰当地引入“Camel Smoke
 
[7]

 ”（骆驼牌香烟）作为例子，能使曾经消费过骆驼牌香烟的人回忆起自己当时吸烟的感受，这样信息的传递就更加精准且感人了。同样的道理，当我们进行论证的时候，为了让读者更真实、更准确地体会到文章所传达的内容，最好使用比较具体、细致的例子。

我再列举一个更加有意思的小例子吧（但愿大家能够从中理解到所谓细致的强大力量）。天热时，如果各位去我家里做客，作为主人，我若真心想让各位多做停留并且尽享美味饮品，就会说：“嘿，哥们，想不想喝点什么？加冰的可乐，冒着气泡的哟！”估计大家听完我细致且生动的描述就跃跃欲试了，因为这种细节性的信息最能引发共鸣。而如果我只是随口且模糊地问一句：“大家需要喝点什么呀？”想必大家会面面相觑，没什么反应，因为这种说话方式缺少诚意，更像客套话。所以你们应该知道二者的区别了，不管是说话还是写文章，我们要保证给出的信息足够细致、形象且具体，这样才会达到理想的效果。

那什么是“一致性原则”呢？


案例分析

Galileo Galilei, commonly known as Galileo, was an Italian physicist, mathematician, astronomer and philosopher who played a major role in the Scientific Revolution. His achievements include improvements to the telescope and consequent astronomical observations, and support for Copernicanism. Galileo has been called the “father of modern observational astronomy” and the “father of modern physics”. Stephen Hawking says, “Galileo, perhaps more than any other single person, was responsible for the birth of modern science.” A biography by Galileo's pupil Vincenzo Viviani stated that Galileo had dropped balls of the same material, but different masses, from the Leaning Tower of Pisa to demonstrate that their time of descent was independent of their mass. This was contrary to what Aristotle had taught: that heavy objects fall faster than lighter ones, in direct proportion to weight.

摘自维基百科



这是一段关于伽利略的介绍，不难发现，从他丰富多彩的生平事迹中，我们可以提炼出很多可以讨论的话题，例如“后人挑战前人，普通人挑战权威”（伽利略在比萨斜塔上做自由落体实验，从而推翻了亚里士多德的理论）、“历史是否会由于个人而发生巨大变化”（伽利略之于人类历史来说，只是某个时代中的众多个体之一，但他作为领军人物却深深地影响了整个时代）等。但各位需要注意的是，在举例时，并不是从某个例子中提炼出越多的要点就越好，而是应该把重心放在“有效”论证上。

简单地说就是，例子的内容与被举例对象的意思相一致才是好的例子，即例子没有冗余信息也没有缺漏的信息。例如，在用前面伽利略的例子证明“普通人挑战权威”的时候，最好把这段话的前半部分去掉，因为它给出了伽利略的很多头衔和功绩，这显然就不符合“普通人”的定义了。正确的做法是只选择他大胆做实验取得成功的这一部分来举例。这就是“一致性原则”，不追求字数，而是果断剔除与论证主题无关的内容，只选取与之联系紧密的有效论据。


小贴士

提到举例， 自然引出了一个问题：相比中国的人名和事物，我们是否最好使用外国的人名、事迹以及名言呢？由于中西方文化之间的差异，本土的人物、事件、名言等更容易产生共鸣。我们考场上的作文是写给rater 看的，他们作为西方人，当然容易接受我们用外国论据进行的论证。想想看，并不是每个阅卷老师都有责任或者义务熟知中国文化，所以当我们提到孔子、老子、鲁迅抑或莫言的时候，人家不一定清楚我们在讲什么。



事实上，“细节原则”与“一致性原则”并非是相互独立的状态，而是相互依存的。当我们要求自己把举例的内容写得尽可能详细时，前提依旧是与论证方向保持一致。例如刚刚那个“冰可乐”的例子，如果我说“那可是充满二氧化碳和咖啡因的可乐哦”，可能大家就不会有什么想喝的欲望了，虽然描述细致但是南辕北辙，无法达到预期的效果。

为了更好地理解举例的两个基本原则，大家不妨看一个范例。


题目：

How do movies or television influence people's behavior? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

托福185题库007

文章节选：

If we go a little deeper, we can discover the great impact of TV/movie on the people's way of thinking and their attitudes towards life. When we get frustrated, we would think of Andy, the tragic yet heroic figure in Shawshank Redemption, and summon up enough courage and confidence to deal with the miseries in life. And when we feel physically and mentally fatigued from all the annoying trivialities, we could learn from Amélie in a famous French movie—a lonely yet imaginative woman, trying to help the people around her break away from the routines of their tedious life. If only we can perceive the positive information conveyed in the TV/movie properly, our attitudes towards life would remain hopeful and optimistic, making us able to pull through many low moments.

乐闻携尔优秀学员习作



本段需要证明的论点是“TV/movie has great impact on people's way of thinking and their attitude toward life”。在论证过程中，作者给出了两个例子来证明该论点——“Andy, the tragic yet heroic figure in Shawshank Redemption”以及“Amélie in a famous French movie”。如此给出具体的电影名字和电影人物的名字，很容易在读者中引起共鸣，这就符合我们上文中讨论的“细节原则”。而所谓的“一致性原则”，就是所举的例子必须能够有效地证明论点。文中提到电影Shawshank Redemption使得我们更有勇气去面对生活中的种种磨难，电影人物Amélie使我们在应对琐事的困扰方面得到启发，这与本段的论点相一致，即“电影在很大程度上影响着人们的生活态度和思考问题的方式”，符合“一致性原则”。所以整体来看，这个段落写得不错，举例论证很到位。

如下是几篇范文的节选，同样也符合了我们刚刚提到的两项基本原则，大家以后举例时可以进行模仿，争取也写出细致精彩且论证一致的例子。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students' sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TOEFL: 2005.11.19

文章节选：

How do university students benefit from university-funded sports programs? In the first place, they can participate in the sport of their choice. Perhaps a student was on the swim team in high school; he or she can thus continue to grow his or her passion for the sport in college. In addition, students participating in organized university sports learn many useful interpersonal skills that will be beneficial to them in their future careers. A student on the track team, for example, will learn how to strive for a specific goal with persistence and fortitude. A student on the basketball team will learn that teamwork may be more important than the individual performance. And the benefits aren't just for the students who actually play the sports—the spectators also learn about loyalty and encouragement, as well as good sportsmanship in the face of defeat.

Of course, the university's libraries must also receive sufficient funding to provide students with extensive resources for acquiring knowledge. Indeed, the most prestigious universities owe a significant amount of their fame to the size of their libraries' collections. In 2008, for example, Harvard's library boasted over 16 million volumes; the Bodleian library of Oxford University has over 11 million items. Despite the easy availability of research tools on the Internet…

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》




题目：

Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TOEFL: 2006.3.25

文章节选：

Access to information has always caused problems. Dissatisfied members of the Roman Catholic Church may have kept their complaints to themselves for much longer had Martin Luther not started the Protestant Reformation by “publishing” his 95 Theses by nailing them on the door of the church in Wittenburg. The slave-owning US southerners could not have been too happy when Harriet Beecher Stowe's book, Uncle Tom's Cabin, incited 19th-century northerners to solidify their objections to the institution of slavery and consider the idea of a civil war. And just about every Bible-reading churchgoer was horrified by what Charles Darwin hypothesized in his Origin of Species (1859). Yes, information can be very dangerous.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》




题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays, people are putting too much emphasis on appearance and fashion. Use specific reasons and examples to suport your answer.

TOEFL: 2006.1.6/2006.7.15

文章节选：

Appearance is particularly important when we are dealing with people who offer us certain services—we may not recognize the individual person, but we most assuredly recognize the uniform (and react to it accordingly). Who would want to take a trip on an airplane piloted by a grubby-looking guy in cutoff jeans and a torn t-shirt? Even Southwest Airlines, which prides itself on its more relaxed and casual atmosphere, requires that its flight attendants wear a uniform. And imagine how you would feel as a patient in a hospital where the nurses and doctors were wearing ballet tutus?

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



请大家针对如下题目，在方框中尝试练习一下“举例”这种论述方法：


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It's better to watch serious movies to get deeper thinking than to watch movies that amuse or entertain you.

TOEFL: 2007.3.23

（先构造一个分论点，之后对分论点进行举例）




b. 细分


接下来，我们讨论一下“细分”这种展开方式。所谓“细分”就是把一个大的讨论范围（合集）按照某个标准划分为若干小的讨论范围（子集），它很实用，既可以用于从总论点划分出分论点，也可以用于将分论点展开成主体段。

托福阅读中就有很多这方面的例子，我们来看一个案例分析。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “The Earth's crust is thought to be divided into huge, movable segments, called plates, which float on a soft plastic layer of rock. Some mountains were formed as a result of these plates crashing into each other and forcing up the rock at the plate margins. In this process, sedimentary rocks that originally formed on the seabed may be folded upwards to altitudes of more than 26,000 feet. Other mountains may be raised by earthquakes, which fracture the Earth's crust and can displace enough rock to produce block mountains. A third type of mountain may be formed as a result of volcanic activity which occurs in regions of active fold mountain belts, such as in the Cascade Range of western North America. The Cascades are made up of lavas and volcanic materials. Many of the peaks are extinct volcanoes.”

Online Test: Electricity from Wind

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



很明显，这是一个讨论地形地貌形成过程的细分，“Some mountains”、“Other mountains”和“A third type of mountain”等标志词的出现很好地说明了文章的策略就是直接给出分类。文中分了3类，每个类型用两句话来阐述，这是一个由6句话构成的、条理清晰且内容完整的段落。各位可以借鉴一下这种写作方法。事实上，大家分类的时候可以选观点的子集，也可以把观点的前后两部分拆开。想必各位都接触过托福考试吧？其中阅读部分的最后一个题目经常是文章内容小结题，它会先给出一个全文总结句，然后让考生从6个选项中选择3个表达文章中最重要信息的选项作为答案。一直以来，很多考生都十分害怕面对这种题目，心里着实没有底。其实只要知道了“应该选的3个选项无非就是总结句的3个子集”这个窍门，这种题目也就没那么可怕了。这就是分类的妙用。

下面我们来看一个应用“细分”，从总论点划分出分论点的例子。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People today spend too much time on their enjoyment, i.e. what they like to do, rather than what they should do. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2008.3.8

文章：

Life is short, thus, very precious. During this limited span of time, it is better for us to enjoy life as much as possible. Doing what we like and living happily should be an essential part of our life. Yet as far as I know, from youngsters to adults and to the elderly, people today are spending much more time on what they should do than on what they enjoy doing.

For children, there is a tendency among parents to impose their wills upon their offspring. Children either feel obliged to carry on their parents' failed dreams or are forced into choosing a subject they don't like in order to, as their parents keep telling them, “guarantee them an easy and glorious future”. Consequently, a boy who likes playing baseball is forced to play the more mainstream basketball, or a girl who likes to learn astronomy is arranged to learn accounting and so on. Youngsters, for the most part, are not allowed to do what they want.

As for the adults, working takes an indispensably large part in their life. Yet, not all the people enjoy their work; and when a few of them do, they are often forced to work overtime, which also causes them to feel obliged and uncomfortable. Those adults are trapped in a conflict: they want to work less time, and they want to earn more. We only need rough a calculation to know that they spend more time on what they should do—to earn as much money to raise a family.

Then how about the elderly? They should be doing whatever they want since they are already retired. Is it then true that some of them can enjoy their hobbies, or even fulfill their dream of travelling around? However, for most of them, they have to save money in order to buy their children a house, and have to help take care of their grandchildren when they are retired. As a result, even after retirement, they either lack the money or lack the time to fulfill their dreams. Enough money and free time rarely coincide.

All in all, people in China are still obliged to do lots of things nowadays. Hopefully, with further economic and cultural advancement, such situation could be improved.

乐闻携尔优秀学员习作



该范文不赞同“人们现在花费了更多的时间来做喜欢的事情，而非做该做的事情”，而是认为“人们花费了更多的时间在该做的事情上”，然后针对孩子、青年人、老年人3个处于不同年龄段的群体分别展开论述，最后是总结段。可见，写文章的时候将讨论对象进一步细分是个不错的选择。

再来看两个应用“细分”对分论点进行进一步讨论的例子。

下面是一个TOEFL阅读文章中的例子：


Wildman and Niles identify three principles that facilitate reflective practice in a teaching situation. The first is support from administrators in an education system, enabling teachers to understand the requirements of reflective practice and how it relates to teaching students. The second is the availability of sufficient time and space. The teachers in the program described how they found it difficult to put aside the immediate demands of others in order to give themselves the time they needed to develop their reflective skills. The third is the development of a collaborative environment with support from other teachers. Support and encouragement were also required to help teachers in the program cope with aspects of their professional life with which they were not comfortable.Wildman and Niles make a summary comment: “Perhaps the most important thing we learned is the idea of the teacher-as-reflective-practitioner will not happen simply because it is a good or even compelling idea.”

TPO-9: Reflection in Teaching?

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这个段落讲的是如何促进教学中的反思，细分成三个方面，讲了如何促进，一是教育系统中的领导层支持，二是给予教师充足的时间和空间，三是互助合作。

再来看一个写作范文中的例子：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should require all their students to learn about foreign cultures as well as their own culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2007.10.17

文章节选：

But as the economy, art, music, movies, fashion, etc. become more globalized, there is a practical, economic imperative to learn about other cultures in order to understand the “market” and the international trends that eventually become localized. People who understand other cultures, especially those of rising economic powers like India, China and Brazil will have a clearer understanding of the trends in those areas that will become more widespread as those countries' influence widens not only in terms of being able to design products, services, fashion, art etc. that will be marketable there but also to see what are the aspects of those cultures most likely to be “exportable” into the world market. Having studied these cultures makes it much easier to successfully ride the rising tide of globalization to our own economic advantage.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



本段内部应用了“细分”的论证方法，作者提出对新兴经济力量所在文化的了解有利于把握随着这些经济力量的壮大而产生的流行趋势（从而把握商机），之后细分成两方面，具体讲了应该关注哪两方面的趋势：不仅要关注在这些文化中什么样的产品或服务会有市场，从而提供这样的产品或服务，也要关注这些文化中有哪些元素可能被输出到全球市场。

请大家针对如下题目，在方框中尝试练习一下“细分”这种论述方法：


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The influence from classmates is more important than that from parents.

TOEFL: 2006.12.1

（先选择总观点，然后按年龄段分类讨论或按影响类型分类讨论）



（3）以大见小


背景


“背景”讨论的是比主体对象更大的东西，对主体对象起到支持或支撑作用。一般有两种提供“背景”的方法。第一种是较为严格意义上的扩大讨论范围，通过说明“整体”具有某种性质来论证“部分（实际论证对象）”也自然具有同一性质。例如当讨论“我爱吃苹果”这个话题时，可以先说“我非常爱吃水果”，由于苹果属于水果，所以在论述爱吃水果的同时，无疑也表明了对于苹果的喜爱。第二种是提供一个关系稍显松散的，只是对要论证的对象有铺垫作用的大背景信息。例如想要论证“人们吃得不如30年前健康”这个观点时，先说“人们现在所处的是一个快节奏的时代，竞争异常激烈”，来做一个铺垫，有助于在后面提出这个观点。

“文勇老师，这样一来不就跑题了吗？为什么还要加入其他干扰内容呢？”

不用担心，我们只是扩大了讨论范围，不算跑题。大家还记得托福阅读中的推理题吗？我讲过“部分具有整体所具备的特质”，所以当我们强调水果（整体）的特质时，苹果（部分）的特质也就从中得到了体现，也就是说文章依旧是围绕中心话题来论述的。

来看几个应用“背景”论证方式的范例。


题目：

Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2006.3.17

文章节选：

“Success is a science,” Oscar Wilde once said. “If you have the conditions, you get the result.” What conditions must be present for a person to work diligently and productively? According to renowned psychologist Abraham Maslow's “Hierarchy of Needs,” our first required condition is physiological—we need food, water, and oxygen just to exist. But next up on the pyramid is the concept of “safety”—“security of body, employment, resources, morality, the family, health, property.” In a person's professional career, the need for “safety” is paramount if the worker is to be both satisfied and productive. Hence, it is a company's duty to offer new employees a place to work for the rest of their lives.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



这是一篇文章的首段，它很好地体现了第一种“背景”法，即扩大讨论范围的“背景”法是如何运用在写作中的。题目问是否同意企业应该终生雇用员工，作者先引用一个人的话说明需要具备相应的条件才能获得某种结果，在这个背景下，用马斯洛的“需求层次理论”，论证安全需求是一个人勤奋工作并富有成效的重要条件，于是得出观点——终生雇用员工是公司的责任。可以看出，“背景”为作者所要论证的对象起到了很好的支撑作用。


文章节选：

A famous Russian theorist once pointed out that “Art stems from life yet is on a higher plane than real life”. This indicates that there exists a close bond between art and life. A good piece of art not only can find its basis in life but is expected to influence people. Movie or TV as a form of art cannot escape this common feature. And the influence of Movie or TV on people's behavior is both evident and far-reaching, ranging from a superficial level of how they dress, how they speak and so on to a deeper level of how they think.



本段的第三句先指出，一种好的艺术不仅能在生活中找到它的基础，也有望影响到他人。接着提到电影和电视作为艺术的一种，也具备这种特性，也和生活息息相关。这也是第一种“背景”法用在开头的一个例子，在作文的其他部分当然也可以用到这种写法，大家不妨在平时练习一下。


文章节选：

The geologic timescale is marked by significant geologic and biological events, including the origin of Earth about 4.6 billion years ago, the origin of life about 3.5 billion years ago, the origin of eukaryotic life-forms (living things that have cells with true nuclei) about 1.5 billion years ago, and the origin of animals about 0.6 billion years ago. The last event marks the beginning of the Cambrian period. Animals originated relatively late in the history of Earth—in only the last 10 percent of Earth's history. During a geologically brief 100-million-year period, all modern animal groups (along with other animals that are now extinct) evolved. This rapid origin and diversification of animals is often referred to as “the Cambrian explosion”.

TPO-5: The Cambrian Explosion

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这个段落应用了第二种“背景”法，即给出“大背景”，在开始部分给出了地质年代划分的宏大背景，便于大家更充分地理解在此背景下的寒武纪大爆发。

事实上，我们已经非常习惯使用“大背景”来作为文章的开头，例如常见的开头方法一般是这样的：“社会在进步，人类在发展……在这样的背景下，有些人认为……，另一些人认为……，而我认为……”我们几乎把这样的形式当成了模板，却不关心这个“大背景”与话题间的关系，这是不好的做法，背景部分一定要与后文紧密相连，背景部分所提及的要素、社会特点应该能支持后文的讨论，这是“大背景”应用的关键。

下面看一个在写作中应用“大背景”的正面案例。


文章：

In this era of rapid social and technological change leading to increasing life complexity and psychological displacement, both positive and negative effects among persons in Western society call for a balance in which there are both specialists and generalists.

Specialists are necessary in order to allow society as a whole to properly and usefully assimilate the masses of new information and knowledge that have come out of research and have been widely disseminated through mass global media. As the head of Pharmacology at my university once said (and I paraphrase): “I can only research what I do because there are so many who have come before me to whom I can turn for basic knowledge. It is only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step that a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be had. Each person can only hold enough knowledge to add one small rung to the ladder, but together we can climb to the moon.” This illustrates the point that our societies level of knowledge and technology is at a stage in which there simply must be specialists in order for our society to take advantage of the information available to us.

Simply put, without specialists, our society would find itself bogged down in the Sargasso sea of information overload. While it was fine for early physicists to learn and understand the few laws and ideas that existed during their times, now, no one individual can possibly digest and assimilate all of the knowledge in any given area.

On the other hand, Over specialization means narrow foci in which people can lose the larger picture. No one can hope to understand the human body by only inspecting one's own toe-nails. What we learn from a narrow focus may be internally logically coherent but may be irrelevant or fallacious within the framework of a broader perspective. Further, if we inspect only our toe-nails, we may conclude that the whole body is hard and white. Useful conclusions and thus perhaps useful inventions must come by sharing among specialists. Simply throwing out various discoveries means we have a pile of useless discoveries, it is only when one can make with them a mosaic that we can see that they may form a picture.

Not only may over-specialization be dangerous in terms of the truth, purity and cohesion of knowledge, but it can also serve to drown moral or universal issues. Generalists and only generalists can see a broad enough picture to realize and introduce to the world the problems of the environment. With specialization, each person focuses on their research and their goals. Thus, industrialization, expansion, and new technologies are driven ahead. Meanwhile no individual can see the wholistic view of our global existence in which true advancement may mean stifling individual specialists for the greater good of all.

Finally, over-specialization in a people's daily lives and jobs has meant personal and psychological compart mentalization. People are forced into pigeon holes early in life (at least by university) and must consciously attempt to consume external forms of stimuli and information in order not to be lost in their small and isolated universe. Not only does this make for narrowly focused and generally poorly-educated individuals, but it guarantees a sense of loss of community, often followed by a feeling of psychological displacement and personal dissatisfaction.

Without generalists, society becomes inward-looking and eventually inefficient. Without a society that recognizes the importance of broad-mindedness and favors sharing generalities, individuals become isolated. Thus, while our form of society necessitates specialists, generalists are equally important. Specialists drive us forward in a series of thrusts while generalists make sure we are still on the jousting field and know what the stakes are.

GRE官方范文



文章首段运用了“大背景”，说当今的时代特点是快速的社会与经济发展引发的日益增长的生活复杂性与心理错位，而这些内容都在下文中作为讨论的要素被提及过，因此属于正面案例。

请大家针对如下题目在方框中尝试练习一下“背景”这种论述方法：


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television exert more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behavior.

TOEFL: 2007.04.21

（以年轻人容易受到外来影响为背景）



（4）归纳观点


总结


“总结”是对先前的论述内容进行归纳、再次申明观点、标志本段论述结束的节点。

来看几个应用“总结”的范例：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should require all their students to learn about foreign cultures as well as their own culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2007.10.17

文章节选：

But as the economy, art, music, movies, fashion, etc. become more globalized, there is a practical, economic imperative to learn about other cultures in order to understand the “market” and the international trends that eventually become localized. People who understand other cultures, especially those of rising economic powers like India, China and Brazil will have a clearer understanding of the trends in those areas that will become more widespread as those countries' influence widens not only in terms of being able to design products, services, fashion, art etc. that will be marketable there but also to see what are the aspects of those cultures most likely to be “exportable” into the world market. Having studied these cultures makes it much easier to successfully ride the rising tide of globalization to our own economic advantage.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



在前面“细分”的讲解中，我们已经见过这个段落，本段的论点是在全球化的当今社会，了解其他文化有助于把握商机。在段首提出了该论点之后，作者举了新兴经济力量所在文化的例子，讲可以分两方面对它们的文化进行商机挖掘，然后最后一句“总结”说对这些文化的了解有利于在全球化的浪潮中把握获利机会。


题目：

Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TOEFL: 2006.03.25

文章节选：

Access to information has always caused problems. Dissatisfied members of the Roman Catholic Church may have kept their complaints to themselves for much longer had Martin Luther not started the Protestant Reformation by “publishing” his 95 Theses by nailing them on the door of the church in Wittenburg. The slave-owning southerners in the US could not have been too happy when Harriet Beecher Stowe's book, Uncle Tom's Cabin incited 19th-century northerners to solidify their objections to the institution of slavery and consider the idea of a civil war. And just about every Bible-reading church goer was horrified by what Charles Darwin hypothesized in his Origin of Species (1859). Yes, information can be very dangerous.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



这个段落中，作者一开始先提出了论点：接触信息总是会带来麻烦。之后举了很多个例子，最后在段落末尾，用“总结”的方法再次强调了论点：信息可能是危险的。

请大家针对如下题目，在方框中尝试练习一下“总结”这种论述方法：


To solve the problems at present and in the future, is it necessary to understand the past?

TOEFL: 2008.03.01

（构造好各个分论点之后进行总结，或对一个分论点展开论述后进行总结）



2. 对道理的论述

在这个部分中，我们将要探讨的是属于“自述”的原因、结果和属于“他述”的类比、名言这几种论证方法。

（1）自述

我们提出一个观点之后，通常需要用“原因”和“结果”解释一下自己为什么会持有这样的观点，即所谓“自述”，这是写作中经常用到的方法。“原因”和“结果”说明的是某个观点从何而来以及去往何处，也就是说到底什么会导致这个观点，而这个观点又会导致什么样的结果。


a. 原因


在写作中，很多论点和论据之间的关系都属于解释关系，因为我们给出一个论点，势必得给出原因，来解释为什么会持有该观点，所以这种写法是我们会经常用到的，也是大家需要重点掌握和练习的写作方式。


1. Myths sometimes survived in a society's tradition because of their artistic qualities even after they were no longer deemed religiously beneficial.

TPO-1: The Origins of Theater

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”

2. The particular symbolic significance of the cave paintings in southwestern France is more explicitly revealed, perhaps, by the results of a study conducted by researchers Patricia Rice and Ann Paterson.

TPO-4: Cave Art in Europe

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”

3. Most importantly, the members of our extended family provide us with the kind of support we cannot get anywhere else because of one critical element: loyalty.

TOEFL: 2006.6.9

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



请大家针对如下题目，在方框中尝试练习一下“原因”这种论述方法：


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing computer games is a waste of time. Children should not be allowed to do so.

TOEFL: 2008.06.07

（论述一下为何玩电脑游戏浪费时间或不浪费时间）




b. 结果


“结果”显然可分为两种情形进行讨论，即“这个观点会导致什么好的结果”和“与之相悖，它又会导致何种坏的结果”。需要注意的是，关于结果的讨论常被放置在文章的后半部分，除了呼应首段的中心论点，还应该进一步引申，将文章升华。


题目：

Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2006.3.17

文章节选：

For one thing, an employee who feels secure in his or her job will be more likely to work smarter, not harder. With the freedom of security, an employee can devote his or her time to devising creative solutions to knotty problems, without fear that one failure will lead to severance. For example, many organizations institute some kind of “suggestion box” (virtual or digital) by which they encourage employees to speak up when they see a need for a change. An insecure employee is certainly not going to share any negative criticisms with managers who have the power of reprisal. Secure workers, on the other hand, will be much more likely to openly broach their concerns to upper management.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》

文章节选：

The Buddha tells us, “Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate on the present.” If we spend all of our time hoarding our dreams for the future, we may miss the pleasures of our lives today. Parents who put every penny they have into a savings account for their offspring may someday regret that they have no dear memories of happy times with their children. And how many people would give anything they have inherited, real estate, jewelry, investments, just for one day of true happiness with their mother and father when they were alive?

TOEFL: 2007.05.18

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



请大家针对如下题目，在方框中尝试练习一下“结果”这种论述方法：


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to choose a subject of your interest than to choose one that prepares you for a job or career.

TOEFL: 2006.11.19

（论述一下出于兴趣选择专业的结果，或出于职业发展考虑选择专业的结果，好的结果或坏的结果均可）



（2）他述

“他述”是与“自述”相对应的概念，使用“他述”往往是因为“自述”有时不足以说服读者，需要借助其他的道理进行印证。一个好的“类比”能够有效地利用读者已有的知识，印证新的内容；而“名言”则是常见的说服读者的方法。不论是“类比”还是“名言”，都是在跳出本观点的因果关系链的基础上进行论述。


a. 类比


“类比”是用跟甲事物有相似之处的乙事物来描写或说明甲事物，这是一个非常重要的论证方法。如“Appropriate praise to a child is what the sun is to a flower”（对孩子恰当的赞扬就如同阳光对于花朵的作用一样），这里将“赞扬的作用”和“阳光的作用”进行类比。又如日本谚语“Wisdom and virtue are like the two wheels of a cart”（智慧和美德就像一辆马车的两个轮子）。再如“History is the bridge connecting the past and the present and pointing the way to the future”（历史是连接过去和现在，并通向未来的桥梁）。通过这几个例子，可以看出“类比”的作用就是把抽象的或难理解的事物变得通俗易懂，从而更好地帮助我们进行论证。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “There is a quality of cohesiveness about the Roman world that applied neither to Greece nor perhaps to any other civilization, ancient or modern. Like the stone of Roman wall, which were held together both by the regularity of the design and by that peculiarly powerful Roman cement, so the various parts of the Roman realm were bonded into a massive, monolithic entity by physical, organizational, and psychological controls…”

TPO-7: Ancient Rome and Greece

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这段话讲的是“古今中外，罗马帝国拥有一种神奇的凝聚力，这是希腊和其他很多国家都无法企及的”。文中把罗马社会比作罗马城墙，说组成墙的每个石块都是靠设计的规整和强有力的罗马水泥紧密固定在一起的，而罗马社会也是如此，帝国的各种构成要素通过物理、组织和精神等方面的规章制度来统一约束它的子民，使得罗马成为一个坚若磐石的整体。这是一个很优秀的类比，以具象的城墙来诠释抽象的社会，语言很生动。


案例分析

Specialists are necessary for society as a whole to properly and usefully assimilate the masses of new information and knowledge that have come out of research and have been widely disseminated through mass global media. As the head of Pharmacology at my university once said (and I paraphrase): “I can only research what I do because there are so many who have come before me and to whom I can turn for basic knowledge. It is only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step that a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be captured. Each person can only hold enough knowledge to add one small rung to the ladder, but together we can climb to the moon.” This illustrates that our society's level of knowledge and technology is at a stage where specialists are badly needed in order for our society to take advantage of the information available to us.

GRE官方范文节选



一些考生可能觉得“类比”是不太容易使用的一种论证方法，其实不然，如下给出写作中6个实用的类比思路，大家不妨给每一种造一两个句子，来尝试用一用：

1. A很重要，就像是……

[image: ]


2. A无关紧要，就像是……

[image: ]


3. A与B关系密切，就像是……

[image: ]


4. A与B无关，就像是……

[image: ]


5. A与B缺一不可，就像是……

[image: ]


6. A与B可以相互替代，就像是……

[image: ]



小贴士

当我们在讨论一个话题或者说明一件事情的时候，如果担心对方接受起来有难度的话，最好的办法就是根据不同的读者来灵活构造不同的类比，尝试以对方熟悉的、赞同的、易于理解的事物为切入点，展开类比，这样才有效果。这无疑是论证中非常重要的一点。




b.名言


毫无疑问，“名言”是大家很喜欢使用的一种论证法，通过前辈名人的妙语来佐证我们自己的观点，的确能为文章的论证增色不少。在一篇文章中，名言既可以帮助我们很自然地引出话题，也可以用作论据，进一步支撑论点。

需要注意的是，斟酌、挑选名言的时候要关注名言的内容是否与论证主题紧密相关，是否能够服务于论证目标，这与使用“背景”法要关注相关性和使用“举例”法要关注一致性的道理是一样的。

如下几个案例中也都包含非常精彩的名人名言，一起来体会吧。


文章节选一：

Specialists are necessary for society as a whole to properly and usefully assimilate the masses of new information and knowledge that have come out of research and have been widely disseminated through mass global media. As the head of Pharmacology at my university once said (and I paraphrase): “I can only research what I do because there are so many who have come before me and to whom I can turn for basic knowledge. It is only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step that a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be captured. Each person can only hold enough knowledge to add one small rung to the ladder, but together we can climb to the moon.” This illustrates that our society's level of knowledge and technology is at a stage where specialists are badly needed in order for our society to take advantage of the information available to us.

GRE官方范文节选




文章节选二：

In more recent times, educators have emphasized the importance of participatory learning, by which students have a say in their own course of study and can challenge themselves with problems to be solved, not just formulae to be memorized. As influential 19th-century writer and philosopher Johann Wolfgang von Goethe put it, “A teacher who can arouse a feeling for one single good action, for one single good poem, accomplishes more than he who fills our memory with rows and rows of natural objects, classified with name and form.” In the early 20th century, pioneering educator Maria Montessori perfected her “Method,” which demonstrated that children learn best through self-directed study.

TOEFL: 2006.2.11

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》




文章节选三：

You would not be much of a friend if all you wanted was the chance, at some future date, to say, “I told you so.” Another proof of true friendship lies in what happens after you tell your friend why you think she is making a mistake and she goes ahead and does it anyway. Let's say your friend wants to marry someone you dislike (for any number of reasons—he likes to go to monster truck pulls; she enjoys the ballet). As her friend, you must tell her about your reservations; you must not keep quiet and hope for the best. But after she goes ahead and marries the guy, as her friend you must now be determined to support her whatever happens, good or bad. “In the end,” said Martin Luther King, Jr., “we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.”

TOEFL: 2006.5.26

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》




文章节选四：

A famous Russian theorist once pointed out that “Art stems from life yet is on a higher plane than real life”. This indicates that there exists a close bond between art and life. A good piece of art not only can find its basis in life but is expected to influence people. Movie or TV as a form of art cannot escape this common feature. And their influence on people's behavior is both evident and far-reaching, ranging from a superficial level of how they dress, how they speak and so on to a deeper level of how they think.

乐闻携尔优秀学员习作



写作需要遵循一定的步骤：审题之后，就要找准立场，明确观点，而后想方设法地自圆其说。至于方式方法，就按照我们前面讲过的“同层信息组织方法”和“异层信息组织方法”来操作。我建议大家练习的时候，每种方式都尝试几次，如果感觉某种类型实在行不通的话，索性就放弃，然后换用另一种类型继续论述。这样依次尝试下来，确保十八般武艺都略懂一二，不至于临时要用却发现不顺手（当然，由于个人的习惯和偏好差异，可能会对其中的某几种类型相当熟悉，运用起来如鱼得水，而另外几种类型则被无情地打入“冷宫”，久而久之便淡出了视线）。事实上，条条大路通罗马，前面提到的几种方法都可以良好地展开话题，换一种思维和角度，多多掌握自己所欠缺的写作技巧，这样考试的时候才能轻松应对，找到最合适的方式。

请大家针对如下题目，在方框中尝试练习一下“名言”这种论述方法：


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People will feel happier when they finish a challenging or difficult work than when they finish an easy work.

TOEFL: 2008.1.18

（第一位登上月球的宇航员阿姆斯特朗的名言）





注释


[1]
 句群是介于句子和段落之间的语法单位，是由几个在意义和结构上有密切联系的各自独立的句子组成的，句群的内部也有并列、转折等关系。


[2]
 不管是段落还是句子，都可以被抽象为“信息”的概念。


[3]
 请注意我的说法，不同于以前大家常见的“递进”，在这里我把它定义为“递变”。因为它包含了两种内涵：其一，可以是递增（由浅入深）；其二，可以是递减（深入浅出）。


[4]
 即《文勇的新托福阅读手稿》一书，全国各地新华书店、外文书店和网店均有售。


[5]
 如需参考答案，请加文勇微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu”或“liuwenyonglasedu2”索取。


[6]
 “自述”指的是通过阐述道理的前因后果来描述道理本身的过程；“他述”则是跳出道理本身，借助其他事物来讲述的过程。二者的差别在于是自己讲道理还是使用他人或他物来讲道理。


[7]
 “Camel Smoke”是一个著名的香烟品牌，一度在西方社会中流行。


三、信息组织的训练与应用

（一）对于关系的深刻认知

“关系”，包括句间关系乃至段间关系，是怎么强调都不过分的。这些关系是信息之间千丝万缕的联系，是促使文章紧凑、扎实的底层道理。

若是在阅读文章时能够抓住这种联系，就能在脑子里构造出一组完整的信息，而不是零散琐碎互不相干的内容，那些在考试时阅读了文章却不能构造完整信息的考生正是缺乏这一点。

若是在写作文章时能够构造这种联系，就能让读者阅读到结构清楚、流畅的文章，而不是简单的句子堆砌——哪怕是这些句子繁复华丽——这是在任何文章（甚至不只是考试作文）中都不应该追求的目标。

让我举一个奇怪的例子：我们在超市中抓散装米，一把抓去，最终能够留在手上的只有一点点，大部分都从指缝中漏下去了，因为米粒分明，没有联系；可如果你一把抓的是煮熟后的粳米（尽管想象起来很恶心），那抓一大把米就变得容易了。米粒之间的联系正如信息之间的联系。

前面讨论的“同层信息组织”和“异层信息组织”从根本上讲，只为服务于“关系”二字。不管是段落与段落之间，还是段落内部相邻的两个部分之间，无疑都是以“关系”作为纽带的。


小贴士

在刚刚开始训练信息的组织时，很难深刻理解并运用各种关系。我建议大家使用“开合记忆法”。具体操作方法就是大家不断地“开合”需要背诵的书本中的文章，先熟悉内容，然后再尝试背诵。先用手盖住文章，接着快速转动大脑，按顺序认真考虑需要背诵的句子，想想按照逻辑的展开方式，接下来应该是怎样的内容。如果在某几个地方卡壳，实在想不起来也没关系，这时候可以翻开书本看一眼，然后再盖住后文内容……其中，“盖住文章”对应的就是“合” 这个动作， 而“翻开查看”对应的就是“开”这个动作，这就是“开合记忆法”的整个操作过程。



“文勇老师，那多辛苦枯燥呀！真的要把原文一字一句地全部背下来吗？”

努力去背就好，最后的结果并不重要，这个“开合记忆法”的过程才是根本。因为这一过程的重中之重是主动预测后文内容，所以无需在乎猜的句子与原文是否一致，也不用管背诵文章的速度与数量，关键是培养这种良好的思考习惯。想必大家在小学和中学阶段的语文课上都背诵过不少文章，虽然都是考试所迫、老师所逼，而且那些课文大多已淡出了记忆，但是有一点是可以确定的，那段背诵的岁月在客观上奠定了我们坚实的语言基础。所以说背诵是学习和模仿的必经阶段，尤其是按照正确的方法和步骤去背，更会收获意想不到的效果。不要有为难情绪，因为我并不是苛求大家完完全全地把文章复述出来，而且与其说是“背诵”，不如说是“思考”，找寻相邻的句子以及前后段落之间的关系，更何况这些关系就是以前面讨论过的“同层信息”和“异层信息”等诸多方式展开的，大家只需要从中做一道多选一的选择题就可以了。这个“对号入座”的动作非常简单，也可以迅速帮助大家真正地提高分析、理解以及洞悉文章的能力，同时更清晰深刻地认知文章中的组织关系。这样以后自己写文章的时候，就可以借用优秀范文的结构框架和逻辑层次，模仿并加工成一篇优秀的作文，取得令人满意的写作成绩。

（二）对于话题的多元展开

我花费了大量的篇幅来论述“信息的组织”，那么它到底有何妙用呢？

下面我们来看几个具体案例吧。


题目：


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
 
[1]



托福185题库002



如果对题目中的观点持赞成态度，可以这样组织文章结构：

主体段一：阐述（塑造观点之阐述）在很多方面，父母是孩子最好的老师，然后举具体例子说明，如在性格形成、生活习惯等方面，父母是最好的老师（以小见大之举例）。

↓（并列之递变，由“现象”到“本质”的浅—深递变）

主体段二：详细解释为什么父母是最好的老师（自述之原因），第一因为生活在一起，天天耳濡目染，所以会潜移默化，第二因为（并列之对等）父母和孩子互相信任，父母毫无保留，孩子对父母的接受度也好，第三因为（并列之对等）家长更容易对自己的孩子有耐心。

↓（并列之对等）

主体段三：给出步骤和建议，讨论父母怎样做才能成为孩子最好的老师（自述之结果），父母平时应该注意自己的言行举止，以身作则，并多与孩子交流。

如果对题目中的观点持反对态度，可以这样组织文章结构：

主体段一：先阐述家长未必是最好的老师（塑造观点之阐述）。因为家长未必能够在特定方面达到高标准，于是孩子从家长处学习可能无法取得良好效果（自述之原因）。一种情况是（以小见大之细分一）家长在技能水平足够的情况下教授技巧未必好，举例：教孩子游泳（以小见大之举例）。另一种情况是（以小见大之细分二）家长技能水平可能不够，举例：教孩子奥数（以小见大之举例）。

↓（并列之递变，由“轻微”到“严重”的浅—深递变）

主体段二：拥有高道德标准的家长才能成为榜样，但并非所有家长都能达到此要求，而这样的结果比孩子没有学好某个技能更为严重（塑造观点之阐述）。举例：开膛手杰克受其家长不良影响（以小见大之举例）。如果我们认定孩子应该跟随家长学习的话，那么这个社会就丧失了自我进化的能力（自述之结果）。

↓（转折之让步）

主体段三：当然家长做老师也有一些无可比拟的优势，如（以小见大之举例）家长的知识、经验更容易毫无保留地传授给孩子，但这不足以得出家长是最好的老师的结论，不同的老师擅长不同的方面，对学生更有利的情况是在不同方面求教于不同老师（自述之原因）。

还有一个题目，如下所示：


题目：

Students should bring a certain skepticism
 
[2]

 to whatever they study. They should question what they are taught instead of accepting it passively.

GRE官方题库ISSUE 153



题目是“学生应该在某种程度上质疑所学的一切，不能一味地被动接受，而是要进行积极的、批判性的思考”。在这里，我仅给出几个可能的切入点，以供大家参考。

第一种切入方式可以先对“Students”进行分类（以小见大之细分），可以根据年龄和理解能力将他们划分为小学生、中学生和大学生（并列之对等）。我们都知道小学生是不需要质疑的（塑造观点之阐述），因为一来他们尚不具备成熟的思考能力（自述之原因一），二来（并列之对等）在小学阶段学生所接触的知识一般都是被无数人证明了的硬道理，也是最基本的学问，所以漏洞也相对较少，在此阶段夯实学习基础，掌握这些必要的知识和本领是重要的（自述之原因二）。而如果身为一名中学生或者高校大学生的话就需要质疑（塑造观点之阐述），因为他们接触的是较高层次的教育，已经具备了独立思考的能力，想法也愈发多元化了，可谓“仁者见仁，智者见智”（自述之原因）。所以中学生或者大学生具备怀疑主义精神的话，很有可能碰撞出智慧的火花，引领创新浪潮，推动社会进步（自述之结果）。

第二种切入方式也可以针对“whatever”展开论述。像“whatever”这样的极端词表意一般过于绝对，所包括进去的对象也多，涉及的方面也太宽泛，很容易让人怀疑其准确性，进而举出反例。所以最稳妥的做法就是对极端词“whatever”进行分类讨论（以小见大之细分），即某些方面的知识我们确实可以质疑（塑造观点之阐述），如针对有争议的话题，提出自己独到的看法以及合理化建议（以小见大之举例）；而在某些方面我们最好不要随便质疑（塑造观点之阐述），如自己不熟悉或完全陌生的领域（以小见大之举例），由于受认知水平的限制，每个人不可能对所有领域都了如指掌（自述之原因一），此外（并列之对等）公认的并且被科学证实了的观点、道理或者知识等也不需要质疑（自述之原因二）。对于这一类铁定的事实，建议大家选择认同（归纳观点之总结）。

第三种切入方式还可以针对“They should question what they are taught instead of accepting it passively”来展开，写相对于被动接受来说，批判性思考会带来更多的好处（塑造观点之阐述）。这种对于研究对象的剖析和怀疑是必要的（自述之原因），如果它真的是无懈可击的（以小见大之细分一），那么研究过程中认真且全面的“挑刺儿”情结也会在客观上加深我们对它的理解和领悟（自述之结果）；而如果它确实存在漏洞和瑕疵（以小见大之细分二，与细分一是并列之对等关系），那么这个严肃的审视过程就更有意义了（自述之结果）。

“等一下，文勇老师，第二种和第三种是否矛盾呢？我有点晕了。”

这个问题很有水平，说明大家没有盲目地、被动地被我“洗脑”，而是融入了自己的思考。上述只是可供展开的路径，而不是一篇文章中的三个分论点，不一定要同时全部采用（第二种和第三种表达的意思显然相悖，前者认为不是所有的信息都需要被质疑，而后者认为应该不考虑结果地大胆质疑，只要质疑就一定有好处，所以这两点一定不能出现在同一篇文章中）。各位可以从中选取自己认为方便讨论的某个角度，或第一、二种方式结合，或第一、三种方式结合，来构造“同层信息”组织，建立分论点，然后按照前面提到的“异层信息”关系，即塑造观点之定义、阐述，以小见大之举例、细分，以大见小之背景，归纳观点之总结，自述之原因、结果，他述之类比、名言，来进行对分论点的深入分析，最终成文。

另外，适当定义一下题干中的重要名词“skepticism”也是一个可取的做法。当然，我并不要求大家给出一个如维基百科（wikipedia）或者牛津字典中精确的定义，之前我们也讲过，在构造文章时并不需要一个客观精准的定义，而是需要与文章要论述的观点产生联系的一个“有偏向”的定义。每个人给出的定义可能不尽相同，只要能够自圆其说，而且在论述的过程中能够切题，那么就会写出一篇不错的文章。

（三）对于文章的细致剖析

1. 中心范例一：


Electricity from Wind

①Since 1980, the use of wind to produce electricity has been growing rapidly. 【】In 1994 there were nearly 20,000 wind turbines worldwide, most grouped in clusters called wind farms that collectively produced 3,000 megawatts of electricity.【】
 
[3]

 Most were in Denmark (which got 3 percent of its electricity from wind turbines) and California (where 17,000 machines produced 1 percent of the state's electricity, enough to meet the residential needs of a city as large as San Francisco).【】In principle, all the power needs of the United States could be provided by exploiting the wind potential of just three states—North Dakota, South Dakota, and Texas.

【】

②Large wind farms can be built in six months to a year and then easily expanded as needed. 【】With a moderate to fairly high net energy yield, these systems emit no heat-trapping carbon dioxide or other air pollutants and need no water for cooling; manufacturing them produces little water pollution.【】The land under wind turbines can be used for grazing cattle and other purposes, and leasing land for wind turbines can provide extra income for farmers and ranchers.
 
[4]



【】

③Wind power has a significant cost advantage over nuclear power and has become competitive with coal-fired power plants in many places.【】With new technological advances and mass production, projected cost declines should make wind power one of the world's cheapest ways to produce electricity.【】In the long run, electricity from large wind farms in remote areas might be used to make hydrogen gas from water during periods when there is less than peak demand for electricity.【】The hydrogen gas could then be fed into a storage system and used to generate electricity when additional or backup power is needed.

【】

④Wind power is most economical in areas with steady winds.【】In areas where the wind dies down, backup electricity from a utility company or from an energy storage system becomes necessary.【】Backup power could also be provided by linking wind farms with a solar cell, with conventional or pumped-storage hydropower, or with efficient natural-gas-burning turbines. 【】Some drawbacks to wind farms include visual pollution and noise, although these can be overcome by improving their design and locating them in isolated areas.

【】

⑤Large wind farms might also interfere with the flight patterns of migratory birds in certain areas, and they have killed large birds of prey (especially hawks, falcons, and eagles) that prefer to hunt along the same ridge lines that are ideal for wind turbines.【】The killing of birds of prey by wind turbines has pitted environmentalists who champion wildlife protection against environmentalists who promote renewable wind energy.【】Researchers are evaluating how serious this problem is and hope to find ways to eliminate or sharply reduce this problem. 【】Some analysts also contend that the number of birds killed by wind turbines is dwarfed by birds killed by other human-related sources and by the potential loss of entire bird species from possible global warming.【】Recorded deaths of birds of prey and other birds in wind farms in the United States currently amount to no more than 300 per year.【】By contrast, in the United States an estimated 97 million birds are killed each year when they collide with buildings made of plate glass, 57 million are killed on highways each year; at least 3.8 million die annually from pollution and poisoning; and millions of birds are electrocuted each year by transmission and distribution lines carrying power produced by nuclear and coal power plants.

【】

⑥The technology is in place for a major expansion of wind power worldwide.【】Wind power is a virtually unlimited source of energy at favorable sites, and even excluding environmentally sensitive areas, the global potential of wind power is much higher than the current world electricity use.【】In theory, Argentina, Canada, Chile, China, Russia, and the United Kingdom could use wind to meet all of their energy needs.【】Wind power experts project that by the middle of the twenty-first century wind power could supply more than 10 percent of the world's electricity and 10-25 percent of the electricity used in the United States.

Online Test: Electricity from Wind

相应译文及题目见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



大家还记得这篇文章吗？没错，这是我个人很喜爱的《风力发电》。可能有些考生心中会略带疑问：

“为什么文中多了那么多的符号？还都是空着的。想表达什么呢？”

这些符号是我故意为之的，目的就是要提醒各位额外注意相邻两句话之间的关系，以及前后段落之间的关系。只有这样，才能把文章理解得足够深刻和透彻。虽然这是一篇阅读文章，但是如此一番分析过后就等同于站在作者的立场上来写文章。为了降低难度，我已经为大家重点标记出了关键词（即文中加粗的部分）作为参考，这样便于大家更好地掌握相邻两句话之间的关系。下面我将带领各位重点分析一下这篇文章。


①Since 1980, the use of wind to produce electricity has been growing rapidly. 【举例】In 1994 there were nearly 20,000 wind turbines worldwide, most grouped in clusters called wind farms that collectively produced 3,000 megawatts of electricity.【举例】Most were in Denmark (which got 3 percent of its electricity from wind turbines) and California (where 17,000 machines produced 1 percent of the state's electricity, enough to meet the residential needs of a city as large as San Francisco).【递变】In principle, all the power needs of the United States could be provided by exploiting the wind potential of just three states—North Dakota, South Dakota, and Texas.



第1段：第1句中的“Since 1980”表示一个时间段；第2句中也有表示时间点概念的词“1994”，显然前后两句话之间有明显的大小关系，后句是前句的子集，为“举例”，大家可将“举例”二字填写在第1句后的方框内。第3句中的“most”指的是第2句中的“wind farms”，第3句中的“Denmark”和“California”隶属于上句中的“worldwide”，后句依旧是前句的子集，可填写“举例”；最后一句中的“In principal”表示理论上来说，最后一句与前两句描述的事实形成递变关系，为从事实到理论的“递变”
 
[5]

 。

段间关系：第1段先指出风力发电发展迅速且潜力巨大；从第2段开始，后面几个段落讲风力发电的优点，第1段为后文提供了“背景”。


【背景】

②Large wind farms can be built in six months to a year and then easily expanded as needed. 【对等】With a moderate to fairly high net energy yield, these systems emit no heat-trapping carbon dioxide or other air pollutants and need no water for cooling; manufacturing them produces little water pollution.【对等】The land under wind turbines can be used for grazing cattle and other purposes, and leasing land for wind turbines can provide extra income for farmers and ranchers.



第2段：第1、2、3句分别从容易扩建、环保和综合用途等方面描述风力发电的优点，各句间形成“对等”关系。

段间关系：第2段与第3段均讨论的是风力发电的优势，属“对等”关系。


【对等】

③Wind power has a significant cost advantage over nuclear power and has become competitive with coal-fired power plants in many places.【阐述】With new technological advances and mass production, projected cost declines should make wind power one of the world's cheapest ways to produce electricity.【递变】In the long run, electricity from large wind farms in remote areas might be used to make hydrogen gas from water during periods when there is less than peak demand for electricity.【结果】The hydrogen gas could then be fed into a storage system and used to generate electricity when additional or backup power is needed.



第3段：第1句说风力发电的成本优势，但不具体，第2句详细解释了成本优势有多大，可以填写“阐述”；第3句出现了“in the long run”，属于从短期到长期的“递变”；第4句中的“then”与上句形成顺承关系，表示“结果”。

段间关系：从第4段开始讨论风力发电的缺点和不足之处，但在每个不足之后都提出了解决办法，故两段构成“让步”关系。


【让步】

④Wind power is most economical in areas with steady winds.【对等】In areas where the wind dies down, backup electricity from a utility company or from an energy storage system becomes necessary.【对等】Backup power could also be provided by linking wind farms with a solar cell, with conventional or pumped-storage hydropower, or with efficient natural-gas-burning turbines.【对等】Some drawbacks to wind farms include visual pollution and noise, although these can be overcome by improving their design and locating them in isolated areas.



第4段：第1句讲风源稳定地区的风力发电，第2句讲风源不稳定地区在风力减小或消失时的解决方法，可以填写“对等”；第3句讨论的仍是风源不稳定地区解决此问题的另一个方法，其中“also”一词也证明了与前一句的“对等”关系；第4句提到了除不稳定之外的缺点及解决办法，和前一句构成“对等”关系。

段间关系：第5段延续对缺点的描述，和第4段构成“对等”关系。


【对等】

⑤Large wind farms might also interfere with the flight patterns of migratory birds in certain areas, and they have killed large birds of prey (especially hawks, falcons, and eagles) that prefer to hunt along the same ridge lines that are ideal for wind turbines.【细分】The killing of birds of prey by wind turbines has pitted environmentalists who champion wildlife protection against environmentalists who promote renewable wind energy.【结果】Researchers are evaluating how serious this problem is and hope to find ways to eliminate or sharply reduce this problem.【对等】Some analysts also contend that the number of birds killed by wind turbines is dwarfed by birds killed by other human-related sources and by the potential loss of entire bird species from possible global warming.【举例】Recorded deaths of birds of prey and other birds in wind farms in the United States currently amount to no more than 300 per year.【对立】By contrast, in the United States an estimated 97 million birds are killed each year when they collide with buildings made of plate glass, 57 million are killed on highways each year; at least 3.8 million die annually from pollution and poisoning; and millions of birds are electrocuted each year by transmission and distribution lines carrying power produced by nuclear and coal power plants.



第5段：第1句提出风力发电的两个缺点——“interfere with the flight patterns of migratory birds”和“kill large birds of prey”，第2句详细讨论了“细分”出来的“kill large birds of prey”引发的争议；第3句讲的是“Researchers”研究前句中提到的问题如何能被解决，属于前句的“结果”；第4句中的“Some analysts”和前句中的“Researchers”对应，一些分析人士提出前面说的问题的影响实际上是相对较小的，“also”的出现进一步证实两句是“对等”的关系；第5句是明显的举例，用例子说明影响小；第6句中的“By contrast”则与前句形成“对立”关系，说明其他来源的影响大。

段间关系：第6段为前面段落的归纳，是“总结”的关系。


【总结】

⑥The technology is in place for a major expansion of wind power worldwide.【阐述】Wind power is a virtually unlimited source of energy at favorable sites, and even excluding environmentally sensitive areas, the global potential of wind power is much higher than the current world electricity use.【举例】In theory, Argentina, Canada, Chile, China, Russia, and the United Kingdom could use wind to meet all of their energy needs.【总结】Wind power experts project that by the middle of the twenty-first century wind power could supply more than 10 percent of the world's electricity and 10-25 percent of the electricity used in the United States.



第6段：第2句围绕第1句具体展开“阐述”；第3句列出具体的有潜力的国家名称，为第2句的“举例”；最后一句则是对前文的“总结”。

至此，全篇的文章结构分析结束。

分析阅读文章中的句间关系，有利于掌握并使用这些重要的关系，一方面是为了理解全文，另一方面也可以学习使用这些句间关系组织方式。大家一定要给予重视并勤加练习。

2. 中心范例二：


Lascaux Cave Paintings

①In Southwest France in the 1940's, playing children discovered Lascaux Grotto, a series of narrow cave chambers that contain huge prehistoric paintings of animals.【】Many of these beasts are as large as 16 feet (almost 5 meters).【】Some follow each other in solemn parades, but others swirl about, sideways and upside down.【】The animals are bulls, wild horses, reindeer, bison, and mammoths outlined with charcoal and painted mostly in reds, yellow, and browns.【】Scientific analysis reveals that the colors were derived from ocher and other iron oxides ground into a fine powder.【】Methods of applying color varied: some colors were brushed or smeared on rock surfaces and others were blown or sprayed.【】It is possible that tubes made from animal bones were used for spraying because hollow bones, some stained with pigment, have been found nearby.

【】

②One of the most puzzling aspects of the paintings is their location.【】Other rock paintings—for example, those of Bushmen in South Africa—are either located near cave entrances or completely in the open.【】Cave paintings in France and Spain, however, are in recesses and caverns far removed from original cave entrances.【】This means that artists were forced to work in cramped spaces and without sources of natural light.【】It also implies that whoever made them did not want them to be easily found.【】Since cave dwellers normally lived close to entrances, there must have been some reason why so many generations of Lascaux cave dwellers hid their art.

【】

③Scholars offer three related but different opinions about the mysterious origin and significance of these paintings.【】One opinion is that the paintings were a record of seasonal migrations made by herds.【】Because some paintings were made directly over others, obliterating them, it is probable that a painting's value ended with the migration it pictured.【】 Unfortunately, this explanation fails to explain the hidden locations, unless the migrations were celebrated with secret ceremonies.

【】

④Another opinion is that the paintings were directly related to hunting and were an essential part of a special preparation ceremony.【】This opinion holds that the pictures and whatever ceremony they accompanied were an ancient method of psychologically motivating hunters. 【】It is conceivable that before going hunting the hunters would draw or study pictures of animals and imagine a successful hunt.【】Considerable support exists for this opinion because several animals in the pictures are wounded by arrows and spears.【】This opinion also attempts to solve the overpainting by explaining that an animal's picture had no further use after the hunt.

【】

⑤A third opinion takes psychological motivation much further into the realm of tribal ceremonies and mystery: the belief that certain animals assumed mythical significance as ancient ancestors or protectors of a given tribe or clan.【】Two types of images substantiate this theory: the strange, indecipherable geometric shapes that appear near some animals, and the few drawings of men.【】Wherever men appear they are crudely drawn and their bodies are elongated and rigid.【】Some men are in a prone position and some have bird or animal heads.【】Advocates for this opinion point to reports from people who have experienced a trance state, a highly suggestive state of low consciousness between waking and sleeping.【】Uniformly, these people experienced weightlessness and the sensation that their bodies were being stretched lengthwise.【】Advocates also point to people who believe that the forces of nature are inhabited by spirits, particularly shamans* who believe that an animal's spirit and energy is transferred to them while in a trance.【】One Lascaux narrative picture, which shows a man with a birdlike head and a wounded animal, would seem to lend credence to this third opinion, but there is still much that remains unexplained.【】For example, where is the proof that the man in the picture is a shaman?【】He could as easily be a hunter wearing a headmask. 【】Many tribal hunters, including some Native Americans, camouflaged themselves by wearing animal heads and hides.

【】

⑥Perhaps so much time has passed that there will never be satisfactory answers to the cave images, but their mystique only adds to their importance.【】Certainly a great art exists, and by its existence reveals that ancient human beings were not without intelligence, skill, and sensitivity.

* shamans: holy people who act as healers and diviners

Online Test

相应译文及题目见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



我们一起来分析一下吧。


①In Southwest France in the 1940's, playing children discovered Lascaux Grotto, a series of narrow cave chambers that contain huge prehistoric paintings of animals.【细分】Many of these beasts are as large as 16 feet (almost 5 meters).【对等】Some follow each other in solemn parades, but others swirl about, sideways and upside down.【对等】The animals are bulls, wild horses, reindeer, bison, and mammoths outlined with charcoal and painted mostly in reds, yellow, and browns.【原因】Scientific analysis reveals that the colors were derived from ocher and other iron oxides ground into a fine powder.【对等】Methods of applying color varied: some colors were brushed or smeared on rock surfaces and others were blown or sprayed.【原因】It is possible that tubes made from animal bones were used for spraying because hollow bones, some stained with pigment, have been found nearby.



第1段：第1句是将“paintings of animals”作为一个整体，描述其状态；第2、3、4句则分别从大小、形态动作、种类颜色三方面“细分”开来进行描述，而这三句间是“对等”关系；第5句解释颜料的来源，是上一句的“原因”；第6句从上色方法的角度讲，与前面的来源为“对等”关系；最后一句是对前一句进行解释，为前一句的“原因”。

段间关系：第2段是在第1段给出的背景的前提下，对于画作的位置之谜进行的讨论，所以在两段间的方框中填上“背景”。


【背景】

②One of the most puzzling aspects of the paintings is their location.【阐述】Other rock paintings—for example, those of Bushmen in South Africa—are either located near cave entrances or completely in the open.【对立】Cave paintings in France and Spain, however, are in recesses and caverns far removed from original cave entrances.【结果】This means that artists were forced to work in cramped spaces and without sources of natural light.【对等】It also implies that whoever made them did not want them to be easily found.【原因】Since cave dwellers normally lived close to entrances, there must have been some reason why so many generations of Lascaux cave dwellers hid their art.



第2段：第1句先说这些画作令人费解的方面是它们的位置，第2句讲其他画作正常的位置，解释了这些画作位置令人费解的原因，因而是“阐述”关系；第3句中“however”的出现与上句形成明显的“对立”，讲了这些画作的位置是不同的；第4句是从第3句位置远离洞口推得的“结果”；第5句中的“also”与前句形成“对等”，讲另一个推论；第6句提出艺术家们不希望岩洞画被发现的“原因”。

段间关系：第1、2段描述了拉斯科岩洞画及其特殊的位置，第3段则针对其创作初衷和特殊性给出可能的解释，故后者是前者的“原因”。


【原因】

③Scholars offer three related but different opinions about the mysterious origin and significance of these paintings.【细分】One opinion is that the paintings were a record of seasonal migrations made by herds.【原因】Because some paintings were made directly over others, obliterating them, it is probable that a painting's value ended with the migration it pictured.【对立】Unfortunately, this explanation fails to explain the hidden locations, unless the migrations were celebrated with secret ceremonies.



第3段：第1句提出有三种不同的观点，第2句具体介绍其中一种观点，属于典型的“细分”；第3句是前句的“原因”，解释这种观点的由来；第4句在句意上和上句形成“对立”，说的是这种观点的缺陷。

段间关系：从第3段的“one opinion”和第4段的“another opinion”很容易看出来两段间是“对等”关系。


【对等】

④Another opinion is that the paintings were directly related to hunting and were an essential part of a special preparation ceremony.【阐述】This opinion holds that the pictures and whatever ceremony they accompanied were an ancient method of psychologically motivating hunters.【阐述】It is conceivable that before going hunting the hunters would draw or study pictures of animals and imagine a successful hunt.【原因】Considerable support exists for this opinion because several animals in the pictures are wounded by arrows and spears.【对等】This opinion also attempts to solve the overpainting by explaining that an animal's picture had no further use after the hunt.



第4段：第1句先指出另一个观点是什么，接着第2、3句对这个观点做了进一步的阐释说明，所以两个空格中均可填上“阐述”；第4句解释这种观点得到支持的“原因”；第5句提供了对该观点的另一个支持，其中的“also”一词也表明前后两句话是“对等”关系。

段间关系：第5段的“a third opinion”与第4段的“another opinion”形成“对等”关系。


【对等】

⑤A third opinion takes psychological motivation much further into the realm of tribal ceremonies and mystery: the belief that certain animals assumed mythical significance as ancient ancestors or protectors of a given tribe or clan.【原因】Two types of images substantiate this theory: the strange, indecipherable geometric shapes that appear near some animals, and the few drawings of men.【细分】Wherever men appear they are crudely drawn and their bodies are elongated and rigid.【对等】Some men are in a prone position and some have bird or animal heads.【原因】Advocates for this opinion point to reports from people who have experienced a trance state, a highly suggestive state of low consciousness between waking and sleeping.【阐述】Uniformly, these people experienced weightlessness and the sensation that their bodies were being stretched lengthwise.【对等】Advocates also point to people who believe that the forces of nature are inhabited by spirits, particularly shamans who believe that an animal's spirit and energy is transferred to them while in a trance.【举例】One Lascaux narrative picture, which shows a man with a birdlike head and a wounded animal, would seem to lend credence to this third opinion, but there is still much that remains unexplained.【举例】For example, where is the proof that the man in the picture is a shaman?【举例】He could as easily be a hunter wearing a headmask.【原因】Many tribal hunters, including some Native Americans, camouflaged themselves by wearing animal heads and hides.



第5段：首句概括介绍了第三种观点的内容，第2句给出这种观点的由来（即两种类型的图像“two types of images”），属于“原因”；第3句则是对其中一种类型的图像做进一步讨论，属于“细分”（非对称式展开）；第4句仍是针对这种图像进行描述，和前一句形成“对等”关系；第5句说的是这种观点的支持者们提供的解释，属于“原因”；第6句是针对前一句提到的恍惚状态做的进一步“阐述”；紧接着的一句说的是另一个支持理由，其中的“also”也表明了两句间是“对等”关系；第8句以“one Lascaux narrative picture”为例，属于“举例”；第9句则是对前一句话中后半部分提出的尚存疑惑的问题列出的具体例子，属于“举例”；第10句提出了一种可能替代“shaman”的角色，即“hunter”，属于“举例”；最后一句解释“原因”，说明“hunter”用于伪装。

段间关系：第6段“总结”了前面几段给的不同解释。


【总结】

⑥Perhaps so much time has passed that there will never be satisfactory answers to the cave images, but their mystique only adds to their importance.【阐述】Certainly a great art exists, and by its existence reveals that ancient human beings were not without intelligence, skill, and sensitivity.



第6段：第2句是第1句岩石画的重要性有增无减的具体“阐述”。

3. 中心范例三：


Opportunists and Competitors

①Growth, reproduction, and daily metabolism all require an organism to expend energy.【】The expenditure of energy is essentially a process of budgeting, just as finances are budgeted. 【】If all of one's money is spent on clothes, there may be none left to buy food or go to the movies.【】Similarly, a plant or animal cannot squander all its energy on growing a big body if none would be left over for reproduction, for this is the surest way to extinction.

【】

②All organisms, therefore, allocate energy to growth, reproduction, maintenance, and storage. 【】No choice is involved; this allocation comes as part of the genetic package from the parents.【】Maintenance for a given body design of an organism is relatively constant. 【】Storage is important, but ultimately that energy will be used for maintenance, reproduction, or growth.【】Therefore the principal differences in energy allocation are likely to be between growth and reproduction.

【】

③Almost all of an organism's energy can be diverted to reproduction, with very little allocated to building the body.【】Organisms at this extreme are “opportunists”.【】At the other extreme are “competitors”, almost all of whose resources are invested in building a huge body, with a bare minimum allocated to reproduction.

【】

④Dandelions are good examples of opportunists.【】Their seed heads raised just high enough above the ground to catch the wind, the plants are no bigger than they need be, their stems are hollow, and all the rigidity comes from their water content.【】Thus, a minimum investment has been made in the body that becomes a platform for seed dispersal.【】These very short-lived plants reproduce prolifically; that is to say they provide a constant rain of seed in the neighborhood of parent plants.【】A new plant will spring up wherever a seed falls on a suitable soil surface, but because they do not build big bodies, they cannot compete with other plants for space, water, or sunlight.【】These plants are termed opportunists because they rely on their seeds' falling into settings where competing plants have been removed by natural processes, such as along an eroding riverbank, on landslips, or where a tree falls and creates a gap in the forest canopy.

【】

⑤Opportunists must constantly invade new areas to compensate for being displaced by more competitive species.【】Human landscapes of lawns, fields, or flowerbeds provide settings with bare soil and a lack of competitors that are perfect habitats for colonization by opportunists. 【】Hence, many of the strongly opportunistic plants are the common weeds of fields and gardens.

【】

⑥Because each individual is short-lived, the population of an opportunist species is likely to be adversely affected by drought, bad winters, or floods.【】If their population is tracked through time, it will be seen to be particularly unstable—soaring and plummeting in irregular cycles.

【】

⑦The opposite of an opportunist is a competitor.【】These organisms tend to have big bodies, are long-lived, and spend relatively little effort each year on reproduction.【】An oak tree is a good example of a competitor.【】A massive oak claims its ground for 200 years or more, outcompeting all other would-be canopy trees by casting a dense shade and drawing up any free water in the soil.【】The leaves of an oak tree taste foul because they are rich in tannins, a chemical that renders them distasteful or indigestible to many organisms.【】The tannins are part of the defense mechanism that is essential to longevity.【】Although oaks produce thousands of acorns, the investment in a crop of acorns is small compared with the energy spent on building leaves, trunk, and roots.【】Once an oak tree becomes established, it is likely to survive minor cycles of drought and even fire.【】A population of oaks is likely to be relatively stable through time, and its survival is likely to depend more on its ability to withstand the pressures of competition or predation than on its ability to take advantage of chance events. 【】It should be noted, however, that the pure opportunist or pure competitor is rare in nature, as most species fall between the extremes of a continuum, exhibiting a blend of some opportunistic and some competitive characteristics.

Online Test

相应译文及题目见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



我们按照前两篇文章的方法来简要分析一下段与段、句与句之间的关系。


①Growth, reproduction, and daily metabolism all require an organism to expend energy.【递变】The expenditure of energy is essentially a process of budgeting, just as finances are budgeted. 【举例】If all of one's money is spent on clothes, there may be none left to buy food or go to the movies.【类比】Similarly, a plant or animal cannot squander all its energy on growing a big body if none would be left over for reproduction, for this is the surest way to extinction.



第1段：第1句先概括介绍能量消耗的作用，第2句“递变”到讲能量消耗的本质就像金融预算一样，“essentially”是标志词；第3句以人把拥有的钱分配到衣服、食物、娱乐三方面的例子来给金融预算“举例”；第4句将第3句讲的情况“类比”到动植物分配能量消耗上面，由“similarly”一词可以看出。

段间关系：第1段属于背景介绍，所以在第1段与第2段间填上背景。


【背景】

②All organisms, therefore, allocate energy to growth, reproduction, maintenance, and storage. 【原因】No choice is involved; this allocation comes as part of the genetic package from the parents.【细分】Maintenance for a given body design of an organism is relatively constant. 【对等】Storage is important, but ultimately that energy will be used for maintenance, reproduction, or growth.【结果/对等】Therefore the principal differences in energy allocation are likely to be between growth and reproduction.



第2段：第1句总述生物体进行能量分配的方式，第2句讲这种分配方式来源于基因，故第2句与第1句的关系可填“原因”；第3句是针对第1句提到的“growth, reproduction, maintenance, and storage”中的一类“maintenance”进行的详述，因而关系是“细分”；第4句则是从“storage”的方面详述，和前一句形成“对等”关系；最后一句讲由于第3句和第4句说的“maintenance”和“storage”的情况，因而生物分配能量的差别主要体现于在“growth”和“reproduction”之间分配的能量的多少，第4句与前句的关系填“结果”或者“对等”都可以。

段间关系：第3段讲了生物在“growth”和“reproduction”之间分配能量的两种极端状况（即几乎全部分配给“reproduction”的“opportunist”和几乎全部分配给“growth”或“building a huge body”的“competitor”），故可在两段间的空格中填上“细分”。


【细分】

③Almost all of an organism's energy can be diverted to reproduction, with very little allocated to building the body.【定义】Organisms at this extreme are “opportunists”.【对等】At the other extreme are “competitors”, almost all of whose resources are invested in building a huge body, with a bare minimum allocated to reproduction.



第3段：首句讲生物体可能将几乎全部能量分配给“reproduction”，第2句将采取这种极端方式的生物体“定义”为“opportunists”；第3句则讲采取另一种极端方式的生物体是“competitors”，故第2句和第3句之间是“对等”关系。

段间关系：第4段是用具体的例子论证第3段提到的“opportunists”，所以两段间关系应填“举例”。


【举例】

④Dandelions are good examples of opportunists.【阐述】Their seed heads raised just high enough above the ground to catch the wind, the plants are no bigger than they need be, their stems are hollow, and all the rigidity comes from their water content.【结果】Thus, a minimum investment has been made in the body that becomes a platform for seed dispersal.【结果】These very short-lived plants reproduce prolifically; that is to say they provide a constant rain of seed in the neighborhood of parent plants.【结果】A new plant will spring up wherever a seed falls on a suitable soil surface, but because they do not build big bodies, they cannot compete with other plants for space, water, or sunlight.【总结】These plants are termed opportunists because they rely on their seeds' falling into settings where competing plants have been removed by natural processes, such as along an eroding riverbank, on landslips, or where a tree falls and creates a gap in the forest canopy.



第4段：第1句先指出“opportunists”的典型例子是蒲公英，紧接着第2句对蒲公英的生长特点进行详细描述，句间关系可填“阐述”；第3句讲第2句中的生长特点的“结果”是用最少的投资把躯体建造成一个种子散播的平台，“thus”是结果的标志词；第4句又是第3句的“结果”，说这些植物产生大量的种子；第5句又是第4句的情况导致的“结果”；最后一句“总结”说“opportunists”依赖于种子落在没有竞争者的地方从而存活的机会。

段间关系：第5段进一步详述第4段最后一句讲的“opportunists”的特点，即依赖于种子落在没有竞争者的地方从而存活的机会，可在两段间的方框中填入“阐述”。


【阐述】

⑤Opportunists must constantly invade new areas to compensate for being displaced by more competitive species.【举例】Human landscapes of lawns, fields, or flowerbeds provide settings with bare soil and a lack of competitors that are perfect habitats for colonization by opportunists. 【结果】Hence, many of the strongly opportunistic plants are the common weeds of fields and gardens.



第5段：第1句讲机会主义者必须不停侵入新领地，第2句则给出了具体的新领地的例子，句间关系属于“举例”；第3句中的“hence”很容易让我们得出第3句与第2句之间的空格应填“结果”关系。

段间关系：第6段和上一段形成“对等”关系，讲“opportunists”的另一特点是种群数量波动大。


【对等】

⑥Because each individual is short-lived, the population of an opportunist species is likely to be adversely affected by drought, bad winters, or floods.【结果】If their population is tracked through time, it will be seen to be particularly unstable—soaring and plummeting in irregular cycles.



第6段：第1句讲“opportunists”易受外部环境影响，第2句是第1句的“结果”——数量特别不稳定。

段间关系：最后一段介绍的是“competitor”，与介绍“opportunist”的第4、5、6段形成“对等”关系。


【对等】

⑦The opposite of an opportunist is a competitor.【阐述】These organisms tend to have big bodies, are long-lived, and spend relatively little effort each year on reproduction.【举例】An oak tree is a good example of a competitor.【阐述】A massive oak claims its ground for 200 years or more, outcompeting all other would-be canopy trees by casting a dense shade and drawing up any free water in the soil.【对等】The leaves of an oak tree taste foul because they are rich in tannins, a chemical that renders them distasteful or indigestible to many organisms.【结果】The tannins are part of the defense mechanism that is essential to longevity.【对等】Although oaks produce thousands of acorns, the investment in a crop of acorns is small compared with the energy spent on building leaves, trunk, and roots.【结果】Once an oak tree becomes established, it is likely to survive minor cycles of drought and even fire.【总结】A population of oaks is likely to be relatively stable through time, and its survival is likely to depend more on its ability to withstand the pressures of competition or predation than on its ability to take advantage of chance events.【对立】It should be noted, however, that the pure opportunist or pure competitor is rare in nature, as most species fall between the extremes of a continuum, exhibiting a blend of some opportunistic and some competitive characteristics.



第7段：第2句是对第1句的具体“阐述”；第3句以橡树“举例”；接下来的第4～8句则是具体“阐述”橡树如何符合“competitor”的特点，故第4句前的空格中可填上“阐述”；第5句和第6句讲橡树树叶中用于防御的单宁酸对长寿是必不可少的（其中第6句是第5句的“结果”），与第4句中“橡树的浓荫和吸水能力强使得它比其他树活得更久”形成“对等”关系；第7句讲在繁殖上面投入相对少，与前面第4、5、6句讲竞争能力强形成“对等”关系；第8句是第7句讲的橡树的能量分配方式的“结果”；第9句是对前面讲过的橡树符合“competitor”而不同于“opportunist”的诸多特点的“总结”；最后一句是转折，指出大多数的物种并非处于“pure competitor”或“pure opportunist”这样的极端，而是兼具两者的一些特征，这句与本段前面多句讲的最典型的“competitor”特征和第3～6段讲的最典型的“opportunist”特征形成“对立”关系，“however”是标志词。

刚刚我们把三篇TOEFL阅读文章中句子之间以及段落之间所包含的各种关系分析了一下，其实也就是“同层信息”和“异层信息”组织的实际运用。大家会发现尽管难度不一，但这些文章的展开又确实都是有理有据、娓娓道来的，符合MECE原则。

事实上，选出的这3篇托福阅读文章都各具特色。一旦我们要写观点对比型的文章，如果涉及让步的话，就可以参照Electricity from Wind那篇文章的结构；如果是写解释型的文章，就可以参照Lascaux Cave Paintings那篇文章的布局；如果要写评论型的文章，就可以参照Opportunists and Competitors的构造。这时候“阅读”和“写作”的关系便体现得淋漓尽致了，要知道如果没有“临摹”的过程，只想着“投机取巧”，或者期盼考试的时候超常发挥，是绝对行不通的，多半都会成泡影。所以大家要做的是多读托福文章（包括写作范文以及阅读文章），然后借鉴模仿，这样才能写出好文章。

4. 中心范例四：

以上3篇都是托福阅读文章。分析句中或句间关系不只适用于阅读文章中，在写作文章中同样适用。前3篇阅读文章是我们可能遇到的最复杂的情况，考试时写作文不要求大家写得像它们一样复杂，下面我们来看一篇写作范文，分析一下作者的写作思路：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students' sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TOEFL: 2005.11.19




文章：

①The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university” is to produce graduates who have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences.【定义】A true university should attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of athletics.【总结】In this respect, universities should then fund sports activities and libraries in equal measure.

【细分】

②How do university students benefit from university-funded sports programs?【结果】Students participating in organized university sports learn many useful interpersonal skills that will be beneficial to them in their future careers.【举例】A student on the track team, for example, will learn how to strive for a specific goal with persistence and fortitude.【对等】A student on the basketball team will learn that teamwork may be more important than the individual performance.【对等】And the benefits do not just accrue to the students who actually play the sports—the spectators also learn about loyalty and encouragement, as well as good sportsmanship in the face of defeat.

【并列】

③Of course, the university's libraries must also receive sufficient funding to provide students with extensive resources for acquiring knowledge.【递变】Indeed, the most prestigious universities owe a significant amount of their fame to the size of their libraries' collections.【举例】In 2008, for example, Harvard's library boasted over 16 million volumes; the Bodleian library of Oxford University has over 11 million items.【让步】Despite the easy availability of research tools on the Internet, a “bricks and mortar” campus library remains a haven for students who relish the thought of turning the pages of a work by Shakespeare or Stephen Hawking in an atmosphere of quiet contemplation.

【转折】

④But, it is not necessary that the university split its funding for sports and libraries right down the middle: Many university sports activities generate their own income, which can add considerably to the budget's bottom line.【举例】At a typical American university, particularly a public university (such as Ohio State or the University of Texas), the sports programs are significantly underwritten by the citizens of the community.【对等】“Booster clubs” also generate revenue by recruiting “season ticket subscribers” who receive season passes, the best seats, and other amenities.

【总结】

⑤So, there really is not much of a dilemma here: the library should continue to receive the same amount of funding as the sports programs—it's just that the budget for the sports activities will include external sources of revenue, such as ticket sales and donor contributions.【结果】If its funds are apportioned wisely, there is no reason why a university cannot adequately support both its sports programs as well as its libraries.【总结】As its name indicates, a university should provide a “universe” of knowledge—both in the classroom and on the court.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



写作范文相对于阅读文章来说容易得多，结构关系也比较清晰，在这里不再逐句分析。

大家可在练习写作的过程中刻意使用以上句间和句中逻辑关系，这样不仅能对这些关系有进一步的了解，也能大大提升写作的水准，从而取得不错的成绩，这也是我们用这么大的篇幅介绍以上逻辑关系的目的所在。



注释


[1]
 想进一步了解含有极端词的题目，请参阅第六章。


[2]
 skepticism ['skeptɪ'
 sɪzəm]　n. 怀疑态度；怀疑论


[3]
 在托福写作过程中，一般不建议大家进行多级论述，即对例子进行进一步的说明，因为这样会显得啰唆，容易造成冗余。


[4]
 科普性文章中时常出现大量信息的罗列，写作时并不值得模仿，我们应该模仿文中有明确论述关系的段落。


[5]
 请注意，该处之所以是递变而非并列，是因为前句中并未出现“in reality”之类的字眼，来与“in principle”形成形式上的并列，故两句间的讨论角度发生了变化，形成递变关系。


四、段落展开的方式：对称式与非对称式

从段落展开的方式来看，文章一般分为对称式与非对称式两种类型。对称式，顾名思义指的是文章所提及的每个要素都以同等程度展开。形象一点说，展开的要素就像天平的两端保持平衡一样，谁也不多，谁也不少。这种展开方式的优点是结构清晰，内容比较全面宽泛，给出的信息量也较大；缺点是由于展开的点和面比较多，文章很难写得细致深刻。非对称式则与之相反，这种展开方式对文章所提及的不同要素的展开程度是有偏重的，有利于针对某个点进行详细深入的挖掘分析，体现深度和细致度，增加说服力。

对于初级水平的写作者来说，通常倾向于采用对称式的展开方式来组织文章，一方面可以给人思路清晰的直观印象，另一方面对一些不熟悉的要素点到即止，不必做深入细致的剖析，这也是比较讨巧的方法。事实上，水平较高的作者更青睐非对称式的展开方式。

大家对于对称式的展开方式已经非常熟悉了，我在这里就不多说了，我们一起来看看非对称式的展开方式吧。

先看一下在托福阅读文章中非对称式展开方法的应用：


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT:“(1)①Large wind farms might also interfere with the flight patterns of migratory birds in certain areas, and②they have killed large birds of prey (especially hawks, falcons, and eagles) that prefer to hunt along the same ridge lines that are ideal for wind turbines. (2) The killing of birds of prey by wind turbines has pitted environmentalists who champion wildlife protection against environmentalists who promote renewable wind energy. (3) Researchers are evaluating how serious this problem is and hope to find ways to eliminate or sharply reduce this problem. (4) Some analysts also contend that the number of birds killed by wind turbines is dwarfed by birds killed by other human-related sources and by the potential loss of entire bird species from possible global warming. (5) Recorded deaths of birds of prey and other birds in wind farms in the United States currently amount to no more than 300 per year. (6) By contrast, in the United States an estimated 97 million birds are killed each year when they collide with buildings made of plate glass, 57 million are killed on highways each year; at least 3.8 million die annually from pollution and poisoning; and millions of birds are electrocuted each year by transmission and distribution lines carrying power produced by nuclear and coal power plants.”

Online Test: Electricity from Wind

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



在前面“对于文章的细致剖析”一节中我们讲过本段6句话之间的关系。第1句讲了大型风力发电厂带来的影响：①interfere with the flight patterns和②kill large birds。第2句是对第1句的细分，然而针对后一种影响（即kill large birds）做了进一步的说明，自此前一种影响（即interfere with the flight patterns）被“弃之不顾”，只是一笔带过，后文没有相应的阐述。第3句和第4句是并列结构，分别属于第2句的子集。第5句和第6句是第4句的例子，但两句间属于转折关系。这是非常典型的非对称式展开方式，用图形表示会更直观一些：

[image: ]



案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT:“①In Southwest France in the 1940's, playing children discovered Lascaux Grotto, a series of narrow cave chambers that contain huge prehistoric paintings of animals.②Many of these beasts are as large as 16 feet (almost 5 meters).③Some follow each other in solemn parades, but others swirl about, sideways and upside down.④The animals are bulls, wild horses, reindeer, bison, and mammoths outlined with charcoal and painted mostly in reds, yellow, and browns.⑤Scientific analysis reveals that the colors were derived from ocher and other iron oxides ground into a fine powder.⑥Methods of applying color varied: some colors were brushed or smeared on rock surfaces and others were blown or sprayed.⑦It is possible that tubes made from animal bones were used for spraying because hollow bones, some stained with pigment, have been found nearby.”

Online Test: Lascaux Cave Paintings

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



本段7句话之间的关系前面也讲过。第1句是总说拉斯科岩洞画。第2、3、4句是并列关系，分别从大小、形状、种类和颜色几个方面对第1句进行细分。第5句之后的内容则是对第4句关于颜色的具体阐述。该段的展开方式用图形表示如下：

[image: ]


看完上面两个例子，大家应该能够体会到非对称式展开方式的高超精妙之处了吧。这种方式的采用有助于我们深刻分析某一点，把它说清说透，从而体现自身较高的专业素质和论证的严密性，这也是写作水平高的人乐于使用这种方式的原因。但在这里我必须强调的一点是，虽然非对称式的方式不必面面俱到，只需针对个别要素展开即可，但也不是随意无序的，只有详细描述所罗列的多点中的最后一点时，才能采用非对称式的展开方式，否则会被视为结构的紊乱，大家务必注意这一点，千万不可为了追求非对称式，最终造成致命的硬伤。


第四章　临摹训练

[image: ]


一、目标范例的选择

写作从模仿开始，但我们首先要知道什么是优秀的文章，然后再朝这个方向努力，所以当务之急就是先尽快确定模仿的对象（目标范例）。目标范例一般可分为两大类：功利类和兴趣类。

所谓功利类的范例，无非就是想通过它来取得好成绩，动机很明确也很纯粹。那么，具体怎样才能有效地提高托福写作的分数呢？或者说，什么样的文章才是适用于托福考试的目标范例呢？我建议对症下药，把托福阅读文章定为模仿对象，借鉴它的结构框架、词组搭配以及句型句式等。除此之外，大家也可以参考范文书，我推荐《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》一书。

如果有同学打算考GRE或者GMAT，那么可以找来GRE或者GMAT中的阅读文章进行模仿。但有一点要注意，不要太专注于此类文章的语言，因为那些文字可能太难了，为了题目需要可能会故意绕来绕去，用到自己的文章中不一定合适。如果有同学要考SAT，那么也要注意，SAT的阅读文章有些是节选，有些结构较复杂，而个别的文章结构也不完整，所以模仿的时候不要太专注于它的结构。

所谓兴趣类的范例则是根据自身的偏好来选择一些有意思的文章进行模仿，比如英文的新闻、小说、散文等。当然，这针对的是备考时间比较充裕的群体，大家可以开开心心地自己积累素材，提升写作功力。


二、目标范例的处理

我们都知道，优秀的文章胜在清楚的结构和简洁美妙的语言上，当我们选定了模仿的目标范例之后，要采取以下六大步骤对其进行处理：

第1步，全文通读：多看几遍范例文章的中文翻译，熟悉其内容。

第2步，中译英：进行中译英的练习，对照范例文章的中文译文逐句进行翻译，还原回英文。

第3步，逐句对比，寻找差异：跟范文原文对比，在自己的翻译句子上画勾画叉，这时不要手下留情，对就是对，错就是错，只有平时训练的时候严格要求自己，意识到种种不足，考试的时候才能尽量避免犯错，取得良好的成绩。

第4步，句式提炼：当发现自己某句话写得确实糟糕，而原文很优秀的话，那么请辛苦一下，把原文之中的这句话抄录下来，提炼出句式，不时地记忆、背诵，争取以后借用到自己的写作中。

第5步，结构/行文思路提炼：思考一下在上一步中提炼出的句式承载了怎样的思路，以及这些思路是如何组成完整连贯的意思的。

第6步，尝试模仿应用：在完成了以上所有五步之后，就应该找来问法相近的题目，尝试模仿刚刚提炼的句式，应用到新的文章写作中去。

讲到这里，对于语言的训练并没有完成。那还剩什么呢？不可否认，消化吸收都需要时间，需要反复多遍地记忆，而记忆又很容易遗忘，所以为了及时巩固成果，大家还需要在第二天的时候再回头做同样的练习，注意还是同一篇文章。

“文勇老师，这真的有必要吗？绝对是浪费劳动力啊。”

不会的，因为人犯错是存在惯性的，即会在同一个地方栽好几次跟头。写文章也是一样，当面对同一个题目时，头脑中第一时间想出来的思路和语言基本上是相同的，这和多年来的写作习惯有关系。所以要想完全克服这个毛病，需要长期的练习和改正。一直坚持这个目标范例的模仿训练，当有一天再写类似的内容时，不经意间就写得和原文大致相同，这就证明这个方法奏效了，大家也没白吃苦。请大家谨记：

反复多遍+十篇一剂=速成


接下来，给大家提供一个练习材料吧，可供训练之用。
 
[1]



第1步，全文通读：


题目：

你是否同意以下观点？大学应该在体育活动与图书馆建设方面投入同样多的资金。你的观点如何？请用具体的事例来说明。

TOEFL: 2005.11.19

译文：

大学的办学目的在于培养具有广泛而多样学习经历的毕业生。真正的大学应该在致力于把自己的学生培养成为出色的学者的同时，还培养他们成为全面发展和热爱体育的学生。从这个方面来讲，大学显然应该在体育活动和图书馆建设方面投入同样多的资金。

大学生如何从学校投资建设的体育项目中受益呢？通过参加学校组织的各项体育活动，大学生可以培养自己的人际交往能力，这将有利于他们发展未来的事业。例如，田径队的学生通过田径这项运动，能学到如何为实现目标而坚持不懈和不屈不挠。而篮球队的学生能体会到团队合作的重要性，明白团队合作可能比个人表现更为重要。不仅参与体育活动的学生可以受益，观赛者也可以从中了解忠诚和相互鼓励的重要性，并体会运动员面对失败时保持的良好的体育精神。

当然，大学也必须在学校图书馆建设方面投入足够的资金，为学生获取知识提供丰富的资源。确实，享有盛誉的大学在很大程度上都因为本校馆藏量丰富的图书馆而闻名。例如，在2008年，哈佛大学称本校图书馆图书册数突破1600万册，而牛津大学的博德利图书馆图书则已多达1100万册。尽管网络为我们提供了便利的研究工具，但用砖头水泥建的校园图书馆对那些享受在静谧的环境中一页页翻阅莎士比亚和史蒂芬·霍金作品的学生来说仍旧是人间天堂。

但是大学不必将体育项目和图书馆建设的资金恰好一分为二：许多体育活动本身就能创造收益，这些收入可以增加到学校的预算底线中。在典型的美国大学里，尤其是公立大学（比如俄亥俄州立大学和得克萨斯大学），体育项目被社区居民声势浩大地承包了。后援会还通过吸引“季票预订者”创造收益，这些预订者可以获得季票、最好的座位和其他的便利。

所以我们可以看到，确实没有必要陷入两难的境地：图书馆和体育项目应该得到同样的资金投入——只是体育活动的预算会包含体育活动的外部收入，比如门票收益和捐款。如果学校的资金分配合理，它完全可以同时支持这两个方面。正如它的名字所示，一所大学应该为学生提供“全面”的教育，无论是在教室里还是在运动场上。

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



第2步，中译英：

大家可以按照上面所说的方法，试着将中文逐句翻译成英文。

[image: ]


第3步，逐句对比，寻找差异：

范文的英文原文如下：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students' sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

TOEFL: 2005.11.19

文章：

The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university” is to produce graduates who have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences. A true university should attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of athletics. In this respect, then, universities most assuredly should fund sports activities and libraries in equal measure.

How do university students benefit from university-funded sports programs? Students participating in organized university sports learn many useful interpersonal skills that will be of benefit to them in their future careers. A student on the track team, for example, will learn how to strive for a specific goal with persistence and fortitude. A student on the basketball team will learn that teamwork may be more important than individual performance. And the benefits do not just accrue to the students who actually play the sports—the spectators also learn about loyalty and encouragement, as well as good sportsmanship in the face of defeat.

Of course, the university's libraries must also receive sufficient funding to provide students with extensive resources for acquiring knowledge. Indeed, the most prestigious universities owe a significant amount of their fame to the size of their libraries' collections. In 2008, for example, Harvard's library boasted over 16 million volumes; the Bodleian Library of Oxford University has over 11 million items. Despite the easy availability of research tools on the Internet, a “bricks and mortar” campus library remains a haven for students who relish the thought of turning the pages of a work by Shakespeare or Stephen Hawking in an atmosphere of quiet contemplation.

But it is not necessary that the university split its funding for sports and libraries right down the middle: many university sports activities generate their own income, which can add considerably to the budget's bottom line. At a typical American university, particularly a public university (such as Ohio State or the University of Texas), the sports programs are significantly underwritten by the citizens of the community. “Boosterclubs” also generate revenue by recruiting “season ticket subscribers” who receive season passes, the best seats, and other amenities.

So we can see that there really is not much of a dilemma here: the library should continue to receive the same amount of funding as the sports programs—it's just that the budget for the sports activities will include external sources of revenue, such as ticket sales and donor contributions. If its funds are apportioned wisely, there is no reason a university cannot adequately support both its sports programs as well as its libraries. As its name indicates, a university should provide a “universe” of knowledge—both in the classroom and on the court.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



我们来逐句做对比，找差异：

（1）大学的办学目的在于培养具有广泛而多样学习经历的毕业生。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university” is to produce graduates who have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences.

（2）真正的大学应该在致力于把自己的学生培养成为出色的学者的同时，还培养他们成为全面发展和热爱体育的学生。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：A true university should attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of athletics.

（3）从这个方面来讲，大学显然应该在体育活动和图书馆建设方面投入同样多的资金。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：In this respect, then, universities most assuredly should fund sports activities and libraries in equal measure.

（4）大学生如何从学校投资建设的体育项目中受益呢？

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：How do university students benefit from university-funded sports programs?

（5）通过参加学校组织的各项体育活动，大学生可以培养自己的人际交往能力，这将有利于他们发展未来的事业。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：Students participating in organized university sports learn many useful interpersonal skills that will be of benefit to them in their future careers.

（6）例如，田径队的学生通过田径这项运动，能学到如何为实现目标而坚持不懈和不屈不挠。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：A student on the track team, for example, will learn how to strive for a specific goal with persistence and fortitude.

（7）而篮球队的学生能体会到团队合作的重要性，明白团队合作可能比个人表现更为重要。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：A student on the basketball team will learn that teamwork may be more important than individual performance.

（8）不仅参与体育活动的学生可以受益，观赛者也可以从中了解忠诚和相互鼓励的重要性，并体会运动员面对失败时保持的良好的体育精神。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：And the benefits do not just accrue to the students who actually play the sports—the spectators also learn about loyalty and encouragement, as well as good sportsmanship in the face of defeat.

（9）当然，大学也必须在学校图书馆建设方面投入足够的资金，为学生获取知识提供丰富的资源。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：Of course, the university's libraries must also receive sufficient funding to provide students with extensive resources for acquiring knowledge.

（10）确实，享有盛誉的大学在很大程度上都因为本校馆藏量丰富的图书馆而闻名。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：Indeed, the most prestigious universities owe a significant amount of their fame to the size of their libraries' collections.

（11）例如，在2008年，哈佛大学称本校图书馆图书册数突破1600万册，而牛津大学的博德利图书馆图书则已多达1100万册。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：In 2008, for example, Harvard's library boasted over 16 million volumes; the Bodleian Library of Oxford University has over 11 million items.

（12）尽管网络为我们提供了便利的研究工具，但用砖头水泥建的校园图书馆对那些享受在静谧的环境中一页页翻阅莎士比亚和史蒂芬·霍金作品的学生来说仍旧是人间天堂。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：Despite the easy availability of research tools on the Internet, a “bricks and mortar” campus library remains a haven for students who relish the thought of turning the pages of a work by Shakespeare or Stephen Hawking in an atmosphere of quiet contemplation.

（13）但是大学不必将体育项目和图书馆建设的资金恰好一分为二：

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：But it is not necessary that the university split its funding for sports and libraries right down the middle:

（14）许多体育活动本身就能创造收益，这些收入可以增加到学校的预算底线中。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：Many university sports activities generate their own income, which can add considerably to the budget's bottom line.

（15）在典型的美国大学里，尤其是公立大学（比如俄亥俄州立大学和得克萨斯大学），体育项目被社区居民声势浩大地承包了。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：At a typical American university, particularly a public university (such as Ohio State or the University of Texas), the sports programs are significantly underwritten by the citizens of the community.

（16）后援会还通过吸引“季票预订者”创造收益，这些预订者可以获得季票、最好的座位和其他的便利。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：“Boosterclubs” also generate revenue by recruiting “season ticket subscribers” who receive season passes, the best seats, and other amenities.

（17）所以我们可以看到，确实没有必要陷入两难的境地：

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：So we can see that there really is not much of a dilemma here:

（18）图书馆和体育项目应该得到同样的资金投入——只是体育活动的预算会包含体育活动的外部收入，比如门票收益和捐款。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：The library should continue to receive the same amount of funding as the sports programs—it's just that the budget for the sports activities will include external sources of revenue, such as ticket sales and donor contributions.

（19）如果学校的资金分配合理，它完全可以同时支持这两个方面。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：If its funds are apportioned wisely, there is no reason a university cannot adequately support both its sports programs as well as its libraries.

（20）正如它的名字所示，一所大学应该为学生提供“全面”的教育，无论是在教室里还是在运动场上。

你的翻译：___________________

原文句子：As its name indicates, a university should provide a “universe” of knowledge—both in the classroom and on the court.

第4步，句式提炼：

（1）大学的办学目的在于培养具有广泛而多样学习经历的毕业生。

The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university”is to produce graduates who have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences.

（2）真正的大学应该在致力于把自己的学生培养成为出色的学者的同时，还培养他们成为全面发展和热爱体育的学生。

A true university should attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of athletics.

（3）从这个方面来讲，大学显然应该在体育活动和图书馆建设方面投入同样多的资金。

In this respect, then, universities most assuredly should fund sports activities and libraries in equal measure.

（4）大学生如何从学校投资建设的体育项目中受益呢？

How do university students benefit from university-funded sports programs?

（5）通过参加学校组织的各项体育活动，大学生可以培养自己的人际交往能力，这将有利于他们发展未来的事业。

Students participating in organized university sports learn many useful interpersonal skills that will be of benefit to them in their future careers.

（6）例如，田径队的学生通过田径这项运动，能学到如何为实现目标而坚持不懈和不屈不挠。

A student on the track team, for example, will learn how to strive for a specific goal with persistence and fortitude.

（7）而篮球队的学生能体会到团队合作的重要性，明白团队合作可能比个人表现更为重要。

A student on the basketball team will learn that teamwork may be more important than individual performance.

（8）不仅参与体育活动的学生可以受益，观赛者也可以从中了解忠诚和相互鼓励的重要性，并体会运动员面对失败时保持的良好的体育精神。

And the benefits do not just accrue to the students who actually play the sports—the spectators also learn about loyalty and encouragement, as well as good sportsmanship in the face of defeat.

（9）当然，大学也必须在学校图书馆建设方面投入足够的资金，为学生获取知识提供丰富的资源。

Of course, the university's libraries must also receive sufficient funding to provide students with extensive resources for acquiring knowledge.

（10）确实，享有盛誉的大学在很大程度上都因为本校馆藏量丰富的图书馆而闻名。

Indeed, the most prestigious universities owe a significant amount of their fame to the size of their libraries' collections.

（11）例如，在2008年，哈佛大学称本校图书馆图书册数突破1600万册，而牛津大学的博德利图书馆图书则已多达1100万册。

In 2008, for example, Harvard's library boasted over 16 million volumes; the Bodleian Library of Oxford University has over 11 million items.

（12）尽管网络为我们提供了便利的研究工具，但用砖头水泥建的校园图书馆对那些享受在静谧的环境中一页页翻阅莎士比亚和史蒂芬·霍金作品的学生来说仍旧是人间天堂。

Despite the easy availability of research tools on the Internet, a “bricks and mortar”campus library remains a haven for students who relish the thought of turning the pages of a work by Shakespeare or Stephen Hawking in an atmosphere of quiet contemplation.

（13）但是大学不必将体育项目和图书馆建设的资金恰好一分为二：

But it is not necessary that the university split its funding for sports and libraries right down the middle:

（14）许多体育活动本身就能创造收益，这些收入可以增加到学校的预算底线中。

Many university sports activities generate their own income, which can add considerably to the budget's bottom line.

（15）在典型的美国大学里，尤其是公立大学（比如俄亥俄州立大学和得克萨斯大学），体育项目被社区居民声势浩大地承包了。

At a typical American university, particularly a public university (such as Ohio State or the University of Texas), the sports programs are significantly underwritten by the citizens of the community.

（16）后援会还通过吸引“季票预订者”创造收益，这些预订者可以获得季票、最好的座位和其他的便利。

“Boosterclubs” also generate revenue by recruiting “season ticket subscribers” who receive season passes, the best seats, and other amenities.

（17）所以我们可以看到，确实没有必要陷入两难的境地：

So we can see that there really is not much of a dilemma here:

（18）图书馆和体育项目应该得到同样的资金投入——只是体育活动的预算会包含体育活动的外部收入，比如门票收益和捐款。

The library should continue to receive the same amount of funding as the sports programs—it's just that the budget for the sports activities will include external sources of revenue, such as ticket sales and donor contributions.

（19）如果学校的资金分配合理，它完全可以同时支持这两个方面。

If its funds are apportioned wisely, there is no reason a university cannot adequately support both its sports programs as well as its libraries.

（20）正如它的名字所示，一所大学应该为学生提供“全面”的教育，无论是在教室里还是在运动场上。

As its name indicates, a university should provide a “universe” of knowledge—both in the classroom and on the court.

第5步，结构/行文思路提炼：

（1）The purpose of an institution that calls itself a “university”is to produce graduates who have been exposed to a wide variety of learning experiences.

句间关系：定义


（2）A true university should attempt to mold its students into scholars who are also “well-rounded” advocates of athletics.

句间关系：阐述


（3）In this respect, then, universities most assuredly should fund sports activities and libraries in equal measure.

句间关系：结果


段间逻辑：细分


（4）How do university students benefit from university-funded sports programs?

句间关系：总结（总起）


（5）Students participating in organized university sports learn many useful interpersonal skills that will be of benefit to them in their future careers.

句间关系：细分


（6）A student on the track team, for example, will learn how to strive for a specific goal with persistence and fortitude.

句间关系：举例


（7）A student on the basketball team will learn that teamwork may be more important than individual performance.

句间关系：对等（举第二个例子）


（8）And the benefits do not just accrue to the students who actually play the sports—the spectators also learn about loyalty and encouragement, as well as good sportsmanship in the face of defeat.

句间关系：对等（与前面细分出来的第一个益处形成对等关系，即讲第二个益处）


段间逻辑：对等（与上一段同属于第一段的细分）


（9）Of course, the university's libraries must also receive sufficient funding to provide students with extensive resources for acquiring knowledge.

句间关系：总结（总起）


（10）Indeed, the most prestigious universities owe a significant amount of their fame to the size of their libraries' collections.

句间关系：原因


（11）In 2008, for example, Harvard's library boasted over 16 million volumes; the Bodleian Library of Oxford University has over 11 million items.

句间关系：举例


（12）Despite the easy availability of research tools on the Internet, a “bricks and mortar”campus library remains a haven for students who relish the thought of turning the pages of a work by Shakespeare or Stephen Hawking in an atmosphere of quiet contemplation.

句间关系：让步


段间逻辑：总结


（13）But it is not necessary that the university split its funding for sports and libraries right down the middle:

句间关系：总结（总起）


（14）Many university sports activities generate their own income, which can add considerably to the budget's bottom line.

句间关系：原因


（15）At a typical American university, particularly a public university (such as Ohio State or the University of Texas), the sports programs are significantly underwritten by the citizens of the community.

句间关系：举例


（16）“Boosterclubs” also generate revenue by recruiting “season ticket subscribers” who receive season passes, the best seats, and other amenities.

句间关系：对等（举第二个例子）


（17）So we can see that there really is not much of a dilemma here:

句间关系：总结


（18）The library should continue to receive the same amount of funding as the sports programs—it's just that the budget for the sports activities will include external sources of revenue, such as ticket sales and donor contributions.

句间关系：对等（与第14句同属于第13句的原因）


（19）If its funds are apportioned wisely, there is no reason a university cannot adequately support both its sports programs as well as its libraries.

句间关系：结果


（20）As its name indicates, a university should provide a “universe” of knowledge—both in the classroom and on the court.

句间关系：总结


第6步，尝试模仿应用：

大家可以试着把刚刚提炼出的句式和行文思路应用到下面这个题目的作文中去：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In twenty years from now, students will not use printed books any more. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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实际上，衡量阅读水平的高低要看是否达到这样的一种境界：首先，面对任何一篇范文都能自如地分析其语言（句式）和结构（行文思路），并将两者抽离出来，使之清晰化；然后，再以提炼出的句式和行文思路为基础，针对一个新的题目添加足够丰富的内容，填充出一篇新的饱满且完整的文章。这个做法其实有点换汤不换药的意味。我们这里所说的对目标范例的处理，其实就是将语言和结构从一篇阅读文章或写作范文里面剥离出来，明确阅读的目标不是模仿内容，而是模仿呈现内容的表达方法和串联起内容的框架结构，这也是为什么需要针对文章做上述的六步训练。


小贴士

对目标范例的处理其实就是所谓的“语感”训练。“语感”这个概念有些飘忽，请先允许我将这个概念单独列出来，给它下一个尽可能清晰的定义：

通俗地讲，如果某一种信息的表达具备固定化的特点，那么通过大量的、模式化的训练，将可能培养出一种固定的、汲取信息的模式，用以帮助更快地解读模式化的信息。这种固定的模式可以被称为“语感”。

为了把这个概念阐述得更加清楚些，让我们看几个与写作看似毫不相干的例子：

面对高考时的文言文阅读理解，自幼诵读《古文观止》的考生和只热爱现代白话文小说的考生的阅读速度相去甚远，前者一马平川，后者寸步难行。

资深的流行音乐迷总能够下意识地跟着歌曲“唱出”正确的旋律，甚至拿起一张风格固定的歌手（比如我的大爱“周杰伦”）的全新专辑听第一遍时，居然也能够哼唱个八九不离十。

一个优秀且勤奋的韩剧迷在仔细研读过十部韩剧后，看第11部韩剧时，往往可能只看前面几集，就能知道最终剧情。

背古文、听歌、看电视都是如此，当然写作也不例外。所以我希望大家从现在开始刻苦训练，坚持下去，直到看到任何一篇新的ETS文章时，心中会窃喜，因为已经熟悉了ETS的行文习惯，于是看完第1句之后就能猜到后文大概要讲什么，以及它会如何论述。这无疑是一种境界。

语感对阅读的作用就是能够让读者准确猜到作者接下来会表达什么内容。

语感对写作的作用就是能够让作者准确预见到后文写什么内容会是读者期待读到的。

当我们能够做到像这样带着预测去做验证性阅读，读东西都是在“验证”而不是在“发现”时，速度自然就提升了。而当我们写作时，也应该有意地给出这样的可被预测的构造，使得读者能够顺利地进行阅读时的预测和验证，从而良好地跟上我们写作的思路。

当了解清楚写作与阅读的关系之后，我们就不难得出如下这个结论了：提高文章水平这个概念包括两个方面，其一为提高阅读水平，其二为提高写作水平。两者兼顾，方能大成。





注释


[1]
 更多的练习材料见《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》


第五章　写作语言的训练
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当我们开始讨论这个话题时，就意味着我们的学习即将进入一个全新的阶段。通过前面的内容，我们学习了如何按照“同层信息”和“异层信息”来组织文章，以及如何抽离出优秀文章的骨架并对其进行模仿。但我们的奋斗目标并不会止于此，我们心里还会有一个特别迫切的愿望——希望自己能精心打磨出一篇语言更优秀、更出彩的文章。

“文勇老师，怎样才能做到呢？求教。”

一直以来，我坚持的理念未曾改变，即“佳作很难一气呵成，反复修改功不可没”。只有不断发现并且改正写作过程中的一些细微疏忽，并在之后的写作过程中防范避免，才能使自己的写作水平产生质的蜕变，实现真正的进步与提高。当然，我并不否认牛人的存在，但下笔即是墨宝的情况实属罕见。所以还是建议大部分考生平时练习的时候扎扎实实地一遍遍修改自己的文章，以确保它们不管在内容、结构还是语言方面都越来越精致、考究。

一、如何修改语言

既然修改语言如此重要，那么具体如何操作呢？应该从哪些方面着手呢？概括来说，应注意如下几个方面：拼写错误、语法错误、非习惯用法和指代不清等。这些是一篇文章中明显的错误，务必要改正，并避免再次出错。

（一）拼写错误

1. 单词拼写错误

（1）英式英语和美式英语拼写的不同

需要特别注意的一点是，英式英语和美式英语的拼写差异并不属于单词拼写的错误，因为它们都是正确的写法。如“中心”这个词既可写为“centre”（英式），也可写为“center”（美式），类似的单词如下，仅供大家参考。
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……

以上罗列的是一些常见的拼写不同的单词。将上述单词的差异规则简单总结一下，可得出这样的规律：

① 英式英语单词中不发音的词尾-me、-ue，在美式拼写中被删除。

② 英式英语中以-our结尾的单词，在美式拼写中变成了-or。

③ 英式英语中以-re结尾的单词，在美式拼写中的顺序相反，为-er。

④ 英式英语中以-ise、-yse、-s-结尾的单词，在美式拼写中常以-ize、-yze、-z-结尾。

……

当然，上面我们列出的单词和总结出的规律是不完整的。大家可以在日后的写作中留意一下，自己总结英式和美式拼写的不同，千万不要把两种正确的写法误认为是拼写错误。

（2）形近词和易拼错的单词

我们来看一个句子，判断它正确与否：“Practice makes prefect”（熟能生巧）。估计好多考生都会不以为然：这个表达方式太常见了，写文章的时候经常用。但是，细看就会发现句中最后一个单词拼错了，应该是“perfect”，而“prefect”的意思则是“长官，级长”。这种长相类似的单词还有很多，例如“form”（动词：构成；名词：形式）和“from”（介词：来自）、“abroad”（副词：到处，流传，在国外）和“aboard”（介词、副词：在船/飞机/车上）、“quite”（副词：相当）和“quiet”（形容词：安静的）等。大家以后运用的时候需要额外注意区分形近词之间的差异。

另外，还有几类单词的拼写需要留意。

① 某些否定前缀的最后一个字母和单词的前一个字母相同时，两个重叠的字母都要保留。如：

dissatisfaction　（两个s，否定前缀-dis）

disseminated　（两个s，否定前缀-dis）

irrelevant　（两个r，否定前缀-ir）

irregular　（两个r，否定前缀-ir）

illogical　（两个l，否定前缀-il）

illegal　（两个l，否定前缀-il）

……

② 部分单词的一些字母b（在t之前或在m之后）、h、gh、k、p、u等不发音，在拼写时也不能省略。如：

debt　（b不发音）

doubt　（b不发音）

comb　（b不发音）

bomb　（b不发音）

hour　（h不发音）

neighbor　（gh不发音）

know　（k不发音）

knife　（k不发音）

psychological　（p不发音）

guest　（u不发音）

guild　（u不发音）

……

③ 在一些单词中有特殊发音的字母，要特别注意拼写。如：

available　（注意ai）

guarantee　（不要丢掉u）

photo　（不要将ph误写成f）

phenomenon　（注意ph）

……

“文勇老师，上述这些问题的确要命，能多给一些例子吗？”

在此，我推荐一份资料，叫作“100个最容易拼错的英语单词”（100 Most Often Misspelled Words in English）
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 。尽管其中列举的单词并不是很难，但据其作者统计，这些单词在动笔或敲字时，经常被拼错，所以希望各位能从头到尾认真地复习一遍，来加深印象。有则改之，无则加勉。不管是为了平时的写作练习和文字表达，还是为了考试时不留遗憾地高水平发挥，准确记忆每一个单词都应是我们始终追求的目标。

虽然GRE和新TOEFL都是直接对着电脑作答的，但它和我们平时用Word文档打字不同，在考试界面中敲单词的时候，系统是不会好心地帮忙检查拼写错误的，所以一旦出错便可能成为rater扣分的依据。SAT仍是在纸上作答，同样也尽量不要出现单词拼写错误。一方面，涂改会浪费宝贵的考试时间；另一方面，涂抹的痕迹显然也会影响美观，rater的印象分也就大打折扣了。

“文勇老师，可是我记得曾经在OG中看到，ETS能够原谅考生的一些小紧张和小疏忽，那你为什么还对我们如此严苛呢？”

OG中确实提到了这件事情，但是不知道大家想过没有：应该如何把握好这个度呢？尽管ETS“冠冕堂皇”地说自己很大度，允许一些错误的存在，但犯错的多少与轻重总归有个界限，如果一不小心越界，就会异常危险。所以与其粗心失分，还不如我们平时练习的时候就多留心，尽量少出差错，这样即使考场上有些紧张，最后的成绩也不至于太离谱。坚决不留小辫子，看ETS能奈我何？

在这里，我想跟大家讨论一个看似不相关的问题：文章是否越长越好？答案是这样的：如果你增加的内容质量与先前的文字一致且不犯额外的错误，譬如没有任何拼写上的问题，那么文章的确越长越好。因为，如果现有文章中已有两个单词有拼写错误，那么一旦加长一段，只会使错误单词的比例下降，从这个角度来说，的确是文章越长，单词的错误拼写率就越低，更容易取得高分。（观点来自ETS的e-rater构造设计人员）


小贴士

经常使用电脑敲英文的考生会发现，Word 会自动检查并更正显而易见的错误，这样容易使我们养成粗心、懒惰的坏习惯。我的建议是，平时练习的时候多使用记事本（txt 格式的文本文档），写完之后再把内容复制粘贴到Word 中去，瞬间所有的错误和疏忽都会被自动打上红色标记线，而这些地方恰恰就是自己的薄弱环节，接下来的步骤就是把它们汇总到Excel 表格中，进行重点训练，并及时复习。这个过程虽然琐碎且枯燥，但能有效帮助我们克服拼写问题。



2. 名词的单复数问题

名词分为可数名词和不可数名词，顾名思义，可数名词所表示的人或事物是可以按个数计算的，不可数名词恰恰相反。名词的单复数这个问题看似很简单，却极易出错，例如“自创”不可数名词以及集体名词的复数形式，又如在应该使用复数形式时却使用了单数形式等，总之是将各种错乱和离谱呈现于rater面前。这说明大家对名词单复数这个语法点并不十分明白，简单总结如下：



可数名词


个体名词：表示个别人或者事物的名称，如：bus, train, computer, book, pen, student…

集体名词：表示若干人或者事物的总称，如：army, class, family, people, police, cattle, poultry, foliage, poetry…


b不可数名词


抽象名词：表示性质、行为、状态、情感或者其他抽象概念，如：length, love, knowledge, motion, peace, war, success, thought, interest…

物质名词：表示物质或材料的名称，如：coffee, cotton, iron, metal, oil, water, wood…

语言名词：表示语言的名称，如：Chinese, English, French…



可数名词复数形式的规则变化想必大家已经很熟悉，在这里就略去不讲了，没记住的考生可以去翻看一下语法书，一定要把最基础的知识掌握牢靠。我请大家重点留意一下下面的几种情况：

① 名词复数形式的不规则变化。如：

alumna/alumnus（单）→alumni（复）

child（单）→children（复）

foot（单）→feet（复）

man（单）→men（复）

woman（单）→women（复）

mouse（单）→mice（复）

medium（单）→media（复）

stimulus（单）→stimuli（复）

……

② 单复数同形。如：fish, deer, sheep, means, aircraft…

③ 集体名词：以单数形式出现，实则表示复数。例子见上表中所列。

④ 某些词多为复数形式，很少以单数形式出现。如：glasses, trousers, clothes…

⑤ 某些单词的复数形式表示特别的意义。如：

coastal waters（waters在这里表示“水域”）

freshwater fishes（fishes在这里表示“鱼类”）

……

⑥ 某些名词有两个或两个以上的意义，要注意区分其单复数形式。如：people作“人，人类”讲时为集体名词，以单数形式表示复数含义；作“民族”讲时有单复数两种形式，two English-speaking peoples。

……

类似这样的单词还有很多，需要我们在实际应用中慢慢总结、记忆并掌握，避免在考试中犯单词拼错这样的基础错误。

我希望各位把上述分类放在书桌上，每写完一篇文章，就按照这些规则逐条核对一下，看看自己有没有哪个地方不小心用错了。虽然这个检查过程有些枯燥，但这无疑会加深各位对于名词单复数问题的正确认识，便于日后的规范使用。毕竟只有在批改自己的文章时，才会充分意识到自身存在的不足和缺陷，重复率很高的错误往往也是最需要注意和亟待改善的地方。

3. 词性错误

词性错误是指忽略了单词的词性（如名词、动词、形容词和副词等），而仅仅按照词义来使用单词所犯下的语法错误。例如“Tom will take your advise”这句话，它正确吗？当然不正确，因为句子中需要的是名词“advice”，而非动词“advise”（尽管二者都表示“建议”的意思）。

另一个类似的例子是“effect”和“affect”。“positive and negative_____”（积极和消极的影响），应该填哪个单词进去呢？如果犹豫不定，那说明对于词性的了解不深。虽然二者长得很相近，而且意思也相同，但“effect”是名词，“affect”是动词，所以使用时应注意句子所需词性，避免出错。

常见的词形或词义相近但词性不同的单词如下所示：

breath（名词：呼吸）——breathe（动词：呼吸）

indoor（形容词：室内的）——indoors（副词：在室内）

maybe（副词：可能，或许）——may be（动词形式：可能，或许）

other（形容词：其他的）——others（代词：其他）

cross（常用作动词：穿过，横穿）——across（介词或副词：穿过，横穿）

well（副词：好地）——good（形容词：好的）

pass（动词：通过，经过）——past（名词：过去；形容词：过去的；介词：晚于，通过，超过；副词：经过）

……

词性错误很常见，也很典型。在以后的练习中，大家也会发现有很多其他看似简单的单词，一不小心也会用错。如何避免？除了在写作过程中留意外，在背诵单词时也要额外注意词性、词形的变化。


小贴士

扎实而庞大的词汇量无论对写作还是阅读都是至关重要的，这就催生了一个普遍现象——大家疯狂地多背、死背、狠背单词，而其中当数名词最受欢迎，此外还包括各色怪异、生僻的单词。殊不知这种做法完全是跑偏了，其实写文章的时候取合适的词来准确表达就可以了，不一定要多特别、多华丽，而要想实现“准确”这一点，熟记词性则是很必要的，因为这样可以保证自己不错用、乱用。



（二）常见语法
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 错误

1. 非谓语动词的误用

（1）不定式和动名词的误用

不定式表达的是目的、结果和原因等具有来龙去脉性质的概念，同时也表示具体的、一次性的或者将要发生的动作。如：

① It is not very good for you to smoke so much．（不定式作主语，表示具体概念）

② They went to West Africa to see the wild animals.（不定式作状语，表示目的）

③ Each person can only hold enough knowledge to add one small rung to the ladder, but together we can climb to the moon.（不定式作状语，表示结果）

动名词表达的是状态、性质和心境等抽象概念，它也表示经常性的、习惯性的或者已发生的动作。如：

① Simply throwing out various discoveries means we have a pile of useless discoveries, it is only when one can make with them a mosaic that we can see that they may form a picture.（动名词作主语，表示抽象概念）

② Walking is a good form of exercise for both young and old.（动名词作主语，表示抽象概念）

一般说来，不定式和动名词作主语或宾语时可以互换，意义上的差别不大，如“To see is to believe”也可以说成“Seeing is believing”。特别是某些及物动词的宾语，既可以是不定式，也可以是动名词，如like, hate, begin, start, prefer, continue等。这种情况我们刚开始学习英语时就接触过，这里不多做介绍。我重点讲一下二者在下列几个动词后的显著差别。

① remember (forget, regret)﹢to do. 表示不定式的动作尚未发生；

remember (forget, regret)﹢v-ing 表示动名词的动作已发生。

如：Please remember to close the door when you leave.

I remember meeting her somewhere before.

② mean﹢to do. 意为：打算……，想要……，有……的意图；

mean﹢v-ing 意为：意味着……，意思是……。

如：I didn't mean to hurt your feeling.

Learning English well does not mean just working hard in a class.

③ stop﹢to do. 意为：停下来做某事；

stop﹢v-ing 意为：停止做某事。

如：They stopped to talk (= stopped what they were doing in order to talk).

The students stopped talking when the teacher came into the classroom.

……

上面列举的是不定式和动名词表示的意义差别明显的例子，类似的动词还有很多，需要大家自己总结归纳。

（2）现在分词和过去分词的误用

现在分词具有主动、进行的特点，而过去分词则具有被动、完成的特点。

① 现在分词和过去分词作定语时，意义有根本的差别。如the developing country（发展中国家）和the developed country（发达国家）。

② 在使用分词作状语或定语时，应注意逻辑主语与相应分词之间的主被动关系。

当逻辑主语主动发出某个动作时，应使用现在分词。

如：Clothing was no longer produced by groups of women sewing and gossiping together, but by down-trodden automation's operating machinery in grim factories.（women作为逻辑主语，是sew和gossip两个动作的主动发出者，表示边闲聊边缝制衣服的女工们。）

又如：Leaving its insect predators behind, the cordgrass has been spreading slowly and steadily along Washington's tidal estuaries on the west coast.（cordgrass作为逻辑主语，是leave这个动作的主动发出者，表示米草属植物在生长范围扩张的同时把它的昆虫天敌甩在身后。）

当逻辑主语被动承受某个动作时，应使用过去分词。

如：Each year, there were certain course offerings made available, and students were to choose from those offerings, of course bearing in mind requirements for graduation set forth by the administration.（course offerings作为逻辑主语，是made available这个动作的被动承受者，表示被提供的课程；requirements是set forth这个动作的被动承受者，表示被监管机构提出的毕业要求。）

又如：Although oaks produce thousands of acorns, the investment in a crop of acorns is small, compared with the energy spent on building leaves, trunk, and roots.（investment作为逻辑主语，是compare这个动作的被动承受者，表示当与花费在生长根茎叶上的能量相比时，对结出橡实的投入是小的。）

下面这组题目可供考生比较、练习。


① _____the old man, he stepped into the room.

A. Following　B. Followed

② _____by the old man, he stepped into the room.

A. Following　B. Followed

③ The _____ clock wasn't repaired until many years later.

A. damaging　B. damaged

④ The man _____ my house got caught last night.

A. breaking into　B. broken into

答案：A　B　B　A



2. 句子不完整

根据词汇在句中的地位和作用, 英语句子的成分可分为主语、谓语、宾语、宾语补足语、主语补足语、表语、定语、状语、同位语及独立成分等。其中，主语和谓语是句子的主干成分，一般情况下，一个句子不能缺少这两种成分。句子中某成分（尤其是主干成分）的缺失会影响整个句子的表达效果。例如：

①When aiming for the highest returns, and also thinking about the possible losses.

在这个句子中，“When aiming for the highest returns”作时间状语，后半句很明显缺少了主语，补充完整后的句子为：“When aiming for the highest returns, investors also should think about the possible losses.”

②In this era of rapid social and technological change leading to increasing life complexity and psychological displacement, both positive and negative effects among persons in Western society.

这个句子中首先包括很长的一个修饰成分——时间状语“In this era of rapid social and technological change”；而后出现了主语“both positive and negative effects”，却漏掉了谓语和宾语“call for a balance”。

③It is only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be had.

仔细观察不难发现，本句其实是一个由“It is…that…”构成的强调句，“that”在这里不可或缺，而本句中“a full and true understanding”的前面恰恰少了这个关键的“that”。强调句的特点是去掉“it is…that…”后，句子的结构成分依然完整，即：“Only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be had.”在这句话中，“Only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step”作原因状语，“a full and true understanding of the complexities of life”作主语，“can be had”为谓语部分。

句子成分缺失的情况五花八门，当然不仅限于上面提到的三种典型错误，我在这里只是给考生一个提醒，余下的情况需要大家自己总结。很多考生对长句子跃跃欲试，正确使用长句子的确可以体现出考生良好的语言功底，但是在造长句时也更容易出现句子成分不完整的错误，考生应注意检查句中成分有无缺失，避免失分。这个内容不可避免地涉及了语法知识，所以该部分相对薄弱的考生应该及时复习和巩固。

3. 单数可数名词未受限定

单数的可数名词前需要加以限定，限定词包括冠词、不定代词、指示代词、名词、代词所有格、数词和某些形容词性物主代词等。例如可以说“I bought a car last week”，但不能说“I bought car last week”，类似的还有“She is a bank manager”、“at each step”、“no one”和“add one small rung to the ladder”等。

但并不是所有可数名词的单数都要受到限定，在某些情况下，单数可数名词可以单独出现，既不需要加冠词，也不需要用其他限定词修饰。考生要注意区分以下情况：

① “by+单数名词”构成的介词短语表示方式、手段时，名词前通常不受限定。如：by bike, by train, by bus, by plane, by phone, by hand…

② “in+单数名词”构成的介词短语表示材料、工具时，名词前通常不受限定。如：in pen, in pencil, in English, in cash…

③ “表示类型的名词+of”这一结构的单数可数名词前一般不受限定。如：This kind of television is made in Japan.

④系动词turn, go（变成）后的单数名词作表语时，其前面习惯上不受限定。如：The young man has turned writer.

⑤ 用作同位语、宾语补足语、主语补足语或表语的单数可数名词，表示头衔或独一无二的职务时，前面往往不受限定。如：In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected president of the USA.

⑥ 还有一些固定搭配或习惯用法，单数可数名词前一般也不加任何限定词。如：have breakfast, in winter, hand in hand, side by side, in hospital, go to school, at noon, before sunset, in fact, on earth…

……

以上是六种常见的单数名词不受限定的情况，考生要牢记在心，千万不要画蛇添足，和一般单数可数名词前加限定的情况弄混淆。

4. 修饰关系错误

这种情况是考生违反了传统的词汇修饰规则，随心所欲地构造自己喜欢的句子所造成的，包括用形容词修饰动词、用形容词修饰形容词或者用副词修饰名词等都是错误的做法。如：You didn't do it good enough. /He is terrible clever. /She is a beautifully girl.都是不正确的，修改后的正确句子分别为：You didn't do it well enough. /He is terribly clever. /She is a beautiful girl.

这种情况的出现主要是由以下原因造成的：

① 没有掌握词汇的修饰规则。传统的修饰规则为：用副词修饰动词或动词的非谓语形式，如It rained heavily last night; 用副词修饰形容词或副词，如You shouldn't drive too fast; 用形容词修饰名词，如Nancy is reading an old, exciting, romantic love story。

② 不能正确区分形容词和副词。举两个例子，“环保的”应该是“environmentally friendly”（副词+形容词），“friendly”是形容词，表示友好的；而“可爱但倔强的女孩”则应该写为“lovely but stubborn girl”（两个形容词来修饰中心名词），注意不要顺手在单词“stubborn”的后面平添一个“-ly”，以求它和前面的“lovely”相对应，这样虽然形式上很搭，但是以词性和修饰关系的角度来看就不伦不类了。有些形容词和副词单从词形上很难区分，这也是令大家容易混淆的主要原因。我们知道，英语中以-ly结尾的词大多为副词，但有些以-ly结尾的词却是形容词而非副词。这些单词简单归纳如下：

● 名词+ly构成的形容词。如：friendly, manly, fatherly, brotherly, cowardly, beastly, ghostly, orderly, daily, weekly, yearly, homely, earthly…

● 形容词+ly构成的形容词。如：sickly, cleanly, lonely…

● 动词+ly构成的形容词。如：seemly, lovely, costly…

● 一部分以-ly结尾的形容词，既可以作形容词用，又可以作副词用。如：kindly, deadly…

5. 形容词的词序问题

写文章的时候，需要顾及一些潜在的、已经演变为写作习惯的要求，也就是大家普遍接受了的表达方式，其中较为突出的是词序问题，尤其是形容词的词序问题。例如“In this era of rapid social and technological change”这半句话，单词“rapid”的位置能否移动到后面，变成“In this era of social and technological rapid change”呢？貌似这样更符合中文的语言习惯，读起来更顺。大家觉得可以变换吗？答案是斩钉截铁般的否定。我们练习的是英文写作，所以不能以中文习惯为主导，而忽略了英语中的硬性要求，“social and technological”是对类别的修饰，所以应该紧跟中心词“change”，而“rapid”是对性质的修饰，不能“加塞”进去。

当句子比较长，需要多个形容词并列到一起来共同表达某个特定概念的时候，就产生了词序的问题。应该如何安排这一长串形容词的出场顺序呢？最基本的顺序是“限定性形容词（如many、both、all等）+非限定性形容词（如good、big等）+n.”。我们知道，英语中时常有多个非限定性形容词作前置定语，其一般规则如下：① 限定词→② 性质（描绘）形容词→③ 大小、长短、高低（矮）形容词→④ 形状形容词→⑤ 年龄、新旧形容词→⑥ 颜色形容词→⑦ 国籍、地区、出处形容词→⑧ 物质、材料形容词→⑨ 用途、类别形容词→⑩ 动名词、名词中心词，例如“a charming small round old brown Chinese wooden writing table”。为了方便考生记忆，上述规则可总结为这样一个顺口溜：限定描绘大长高，形状年龄和新老；颜色国籍跟材料，作用类别往后靠。

背诵完了顺口溜，大家来做一下练习吧。


① 一张漂亮的旧印第安毯子

② 一个漂亮的小红圆球

③ 一个宽敞的古老红砖餐厅

④ 两件漂亮的绿色全新丝质晚礼长裙



[image: ]


参考答案如下：

① a beautiful old Indian carpet

② a beautiful little round red ball

③ a large old red brick dining hall

④ two beautiful new green silk evening dresses


小贴士

当然，词序的一般规则是根据人们的习惯用法总结出来的。若各位对于某些词的具体用法心存疑惑，可以去权威的数字出版平台核实，如《纽约时报》
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 （www.nytimes.com）、中国知网（http://www.cnki.net或者http://ecdict.cnki.net）以及谷歌图书检索器（http://ngrams.googlelabs.com）等网站。这些都是公认的经典刊物或藏量丰富的资料库，从中我们可以查找某些词的一贯用法。若搜索一番之后确定某用法正确，甚至长期以来都非常流行，那么自己写文章的时候当然也可以放心大胆地使用了。



6. 违反“主句专一”原则

在一般的简单句中，各成分清晰可见，并且排列得井然有序；而对于结构多样、成分复杂的长句来说，要想准确地抽离出它的主干并不是一件易事，在操作过程中很可能会受到枝枝叶叶等非主干内容的干扰。当我们想彰显自己的英语水平时，写结构复杂、成分多样的长句子是可以的，但一定要确保它符合“主句专一”原则，使得主干成分清晰明了。看看下面这个例子吧。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “The gradual drying of the soil caused by its diminished ability to absorb water results in the further loss of vegetation, so that a cycle of progressive surface deterioration is established.”

OG Practice Set 2: Desert Formation

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这个句子很长，要想读懂首先就要找出它的主干成分，在这个过程中要排除一些干扰信息。先来看谓语动词，本句中有好几个动词，如“caused”、“absorb”和“results”等。到底哪个才是本句的谓语呢？经分析可知，“caused by”结构是作为定语来修饰“drying”或“the gradual drying of the soil”的，而“absorb”也属于该定语成分，被囊括其中，所以二者是可以被排除在外的。这也最终确定了谓语就是“results in”，宾语自然就是紧跟其后的“the further loss of vegetation”了，“so that…”则是状语成分。

那么主语呢？是谓语前紧挨着的“water”，还是前面的“of 结构”呢？因为“absorb”是及物动词，而“water”作为其宾语是它不可或缺的一部分，所以“results in”不能横刀夺爱，也就是说最前面的“of 结构”才是“results in”的主语。于是整个句子结构的框架就异常清晰明了：The gradual drying of the soil… results in the further loss of vegetation…

接下来我想增加一下难度，我们来试着分析一个占了多行的长句。


案例分析

A long-held view of the history of the English colonies that became the United States has been that England's policy toward these colonies before 1763 was dictated by commercial interests and that a change to a more imperial policy, dominated by expansionist militarist objectives, generated the tensions that ultimately led to the American Revolution.

GRE阅读北美题 NO. 9




我在讲托福阅读难句专题部分的时候提到过这个句子
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 。我把这个句子放在这里，目的是以此来强调遵循“主句专一”、抽出句子主干的重要性。

虽然这句话的长度很吓人，但也只不过是纸老虎罢了。何出此言？我的信心源自句中有关键点可供突破，请大家跟着我的思路一起来分析吧。一般来说，对于结构复杂、成分多且超级长的句子，我通常会建议大家采用快刀斩乱麻的方法将其简化。

“文勇老师，具体步骤是怎样的呢？简化成哪种程度合适呢？”

作为一个句子，不管它有多难、有多长，其内部都会有且只有一套“主—谓—宾”或者“主—系—表”结构（实际上从句或并列的分句内部也是这样的）。我们要做的就是披沙拣金，把主句的主干提炼出来，而这恰恰就基于大家对句中关键位置上单词的准确判断。

粗略一瞥就会发现句中有五六个类似谓语动词的结构，并且它包含了多个从句（定语从句和表语从句等），我们要找的则是除去枝叶细节以后的主干，即“…has been that…and that…”。那么整句话的主语部分是什么呢？也就是说我们要找出来“has been”动作的发出者是谁。可能有些考生想当然地认定是“United States”，理由就是它紧挨着“has been”，这个判断其实是不合理的。问题的关键就在于大家对“become”的理解了，一般来说它不会单独出场，而是以系表组合的形式高调亮相。如果“United States”真的是句子的主语，那么就会出现“become”变成光杆司令的惨相，这从语法角度和句子的完整性来说都是行不通的。事实上，“that became the United States”是定语从句，作为一个整体来修饰“the English colonies”，所以我们继续往前找主语，最终锁定“A long-held view”。这句话用那么多的笔墨无非就是为了表达“A long-held view has been that…and that…”这个概念，讲的是“长期以来，关于那些最终构成了美利坚合众国的英国殖民地的历史，人们是这样认为的，1763年以前，英国的殖民政策其实是受商业利益支配的，后来扩张主义者和军国主义者推行的帝国政策的改变，造成了双方之间的紧张局势，最终导致了美国独立战争的爆发”。

事实上，我非常看重这个例子，它相当经典，也很有难度，并且具备一定的代表性和说服力。通过上面的分析，大家应该能够意识到一旦主干成分提取错误，那么就会影响句子传递信息的有效性，所以我们在写作时一定要遵循“主句专一”的原则，即所有从句必须由引导从句的连词引导，或者两句之间由并列连词或分号、冒号来连接，确保有且只有一个主句。

（三）指代不清

不可否认，代词是一把双刃剑，既可以发挥锦上添花的功效，防止文章中出现冗余（符合“简洁”原则），并体现实力和功底，也会在误用时导致相反的结果，使得最终呈现在读者面前的蹩脚信息与作者的美好初衷不一致。所以我们要提高警惕，坚决抵制代词误用所产生的指代不清的现象。

到底怎样的情形属于指代不清的范畴呢？大体上分为基础层面和技术层面两类。基础层面指的是一些比较初级的错误，如指代单数名词时偏偏用了“they”；技术层面则重点指“语义不清”这个方面，不仅达不到想要呈现的效果，反倒造成了理解上的混乱和误会。考试时，如果我们不重视这个问题，可能会致使rater无法判定文章中所使用的代词具体指代哪些内容，最终遗憾失分。

“既然使用代词有诸多的风险，一不小心就会被扣分，那为什么还要使用呢？”

当然，也可以使全文中不出现任何一个代词，凡是能省略指代的地方都不辞辛苦地给出清晰、完整的名词。这样虽然稍显啰唆了一些，但文章中至少不会出现语义不清的状况，勉强也可以及格。如果想拿到较为理想的分数，语言就必须精简，这时候代词就派上用场了，而且要保证指代正确，达到事半功倍的效果。

代词这个知识点异常重要，一般来说在写作中经常会用到。那么如何才能做到清晰明确的指代呢？其一，需要做到良好的词义对应；其二，应该了解代词使用的偏好。

1. 对策一：做到良好的词义对应

如果要想更准确地使用代词，大家就一定要努力做到在文章中给出良好的词义对应。什么意思呢？不妨先来看一个例子吧。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “With the advent of projection, the viewer's relationship with the image was no longer private, as it had been with earlier peepshow devices such as the Kinetoscope and the Mutoscope, which was a similar machine that reproduced motion by means of successive images on individual photographic cards instead of on strips of celluloid. It suddenly became public—an experience that the viewer shared with dozens, scores, and even hundreds of others.”

OG Practice Set 3: Early Cinema

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



其实上面这个例子很经典，代词“It”在这里就是难得的点睛之笔。这是托福阅读中的一个题目，问的是“It suddenly became public”中的“It”指的是谁？答案是“the viewer's relationship with the image”。

“咦？它们之间隔得那么远，到底是怎样关联起来的呢？”

注意这里的诀窍就是词义对应，它和二者距离的远近没有关系。读完文章我们就知道了关键点在“It suddenly became public”这句话，句中的“became public”在前面出现过，没错，对应的就是“was no longer private”，二者虽表达方式不同，但是意思遥相呼应，讲的是同一件事情，当然主语也就一致了。这样明确的对应关系自然是我们写作的榜样。

大家需要注意，我们用代词是因为这个代词发出或接受的动作或相对应意思的动作在前文已经出现过，而不是因为它的位置，注意“位置”这两个字，什么意思？很多人在判定一个代词在指代谁的时候，会这么说：

“文勇老师，你看本句中代词位于句首，是本句的主语，因此应该对应上句中的主语。”


代词的指代对象判断标准不是它的位置，而是这个代词接受或者发出了什么动作，这个动作（接受或发出的什么动作）在前文曾经出现过，因此在这里才敢用代词，这就是我们说的良好的词义对应
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 。

很多时候我们会认为只要相邻两句话讨论的对象是一致的，那么第2句中出现的对象就应该用代词替代。这是我们一般的想法：既然两句话中发出动作的人都是同一个人或者讨论的都是同一个东西，那么当再次提到的时候后者就应该用代词，这样就不冗余了。乍一听，好像还挺有道理的，但其实这个说法是有问题的。除非是前后动作很类似或者在同一个范围之内，不然后者就不能使用代词，应该把这个词重新写一遍，不能偷懒。请大家注意一下这个前提条件：并不是讨论对象前后一致就要用代词，而是后面那个事物做的动作和前面是同一个或对应的动作，或者在同一个范围内，才能用代词。也就是说，只有当我们在文中找到词义确实相对应的两组表达之后，才可以大胆地使用代词；否则就应该小心了，因为我们很可能糊里糊涂地用不好，南辕北辙，而读者会理解不了，找不到准确的指代关系。

这时候各位心中应该清楚我百般拥护、万分推崇的“词义对应”这个概念了吧？再看个例子，来巩固一下吧。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “With such limited data, conventional forecasting models do a much better job predicting general weather conditions over large regions than they do forecasting specific local events.”

TOEFL: 1996.1



这也是托福阅读中的一个题目，我经常用它来分析写作中的相关问题，算是一个招牌案例吧。原题问的是句中的“they”指的是什么，正确答案是“models”。这是如何判定的呢？和前面的例子一样，我们先看这个代词做了些什么，于是不难发现“do forecasting specific local events”，这是一个“do +v.-ing”短语。正好前面也有一个类似的形式“do…+v.-ing”，即“do a much better job predicting general weather conditions”。更重要的是两个结构的意思也相近，“predict”和“forecast”在这里都是“预报”的意思，词义正好对应，所以二者的主语也应该是一致的，“they”指代的就是前文中的“models”。这里的对应关系很清楚，这也是文章的高明之处。

以上我们详细分析了两个典型案例，重点强调了良好的词义对应，这才是代词正确的使用方法，既能清晰表意，又符合信息收集的“简洁”原则（concise）。在这一点上，大家有时候会掉以轻心，觉得即使写错了一个小小的代词也无妨。事实上，代词在文章中所发挥的作用非常关键，用好了的话可以作点睛之笔，值得回味与推敲；一旦用错，它又会是个败笔，影响文章的整体呈现。下面这段话就属于反例，存在不恰当使用代词的情况。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “The United States in the 1800's was full of practical, hardworking people who did not consider the arts—from theater to painting—useful occupations. In addition, the public's attitude that European art was better than American art both discouraged and infuriated American artists. In the early 1900's there was a strong feeling among artists that the United States was long overdue in developing art that did not reproduce European traditions. Everybody agreed that the heart and soul of the new country should be reflected in its art. But opinions differed about what this art would be like and how it would develop.”

OG Example

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”

According to this paragraph, all of the following were true of American art in the late 1800's and early 1900's EXCEPT:

A. Most Americans thought art was unimportant.

B. American art generally copied European styles and traditions.

C. Most Americans considered American art inferior to European art.

D. American art was very popular with European audiences.



这是一道否定事实信息题（即EXCEPT题），我们重点看一下A选项：Most Americans thought art was unimportant（大多数美国人觉得艺术并不重要）。事实上，很多考生可能都拿不准A选项，困惑的来源就是倒数第2句话中代词“Everybody”的指向问题。

一方面，这个选项好像是正确的，依据就是文中的第1句话“The United States in the 1800's was full of practical, hardworking people who did not consider the arts—from theater to painting—useful occupations”（19世纪美国社会中的很多辛勤工作的普通民众都认为包括戏剧、绘画等在内的艺术都没有太大的实际作用），可见他们对艺术是持反对态度的，这和A选项描述的状况相符合。另一方面，它好像又与文中倒数第2句话相矛盾，“Everybody agreed that the heart and soul of the new country should be reflected in its art”（人们都认为一个国家的灵魂可以在艺术中得以体现），这无疑又肯定了艺术存在的意义。于是有些考生愣住了，无所适从，甚至开始怀疑这篇文章的行文逻辑了。

其实大家对前面第1句话的理解完全正确，而问题的症结就在于对代词“Everybody”的理解上。如果我们读得不是很仔细，或者忽略了对于代词具体指向的关注，那么就很容易想当然地把映入眼帘的“Everybody”理解为“每一个人”，但真实的情况并非如此。联系上下文的语境之后，我们会发现其实这里的“Everybody”指的是上文中的“Every artist”（每一位艺术家），而不是泛指所有人，于是瞬间恍然大悟，原来文中的逻辑表达没有任何问题。作者想告诉大家的是“美国的大多数普通民众认为艺术华而不实，无足轻重，但那些艺术家们却坚信艺术有着很神圣的使命，它可以体现一个国家的灵魂和精髓”。所以我们可以断定A选项是正确的。

刚才分析的这篇文章与前面两个例子有所不同，文中并没有很明确的词义对应关系。虽然仔细分析的话能知道讲的是前句中的“artists”，但是考试时，大家是在很匆忙、紧张的氛围中读文章的，容易出错，所以我希望大家引以为戒，不要模仿。其实我个人觉得，如果把“Everybody”改成“They”会略好一些，当然改成“These artists”的话就更完美了，一目了然，不会引起任何误解。

讲到这里，大家应该就明白了，有时候为了题目需要、给考生设置一些阅读障碍，文章中的代词故意含糊指代。我的建议是大家训练的时候还是规范一些比较好。

“文勇老师，您讲了这么多，词义对应果真如此重要吗？其实我觉得做题不用这么费事，有时候凭语感也能猜得八九不离十。写文章也是一样，我跟着感觉走，写得也不赖嘛。”

其实是这样的，如果完全靠猜想的话，无疑会有风险，因为它含有一定的机会主义色彩，直白点讲就是不太靠谱。而大家提到的“语感”实际上就是长期以来积累所得的经验和习惯，也是接下来我要提到的偏好问题。

2. 对策二：了解代词使用的偏好

事实上，关于代词的使用还有几个偏好。不管是大师级的作品，还是学生的习作，都会遵循这些不成文的、已经被大众普遍接受了的写作习惯，当然这也是我们以后写文章的时候应该格外注意的地方。

（1）偏好一：相邻两句，主语对应

具体来讲，就是相邻的两句话中，如果后面那句话的主语是一个代词，那么它指代的一定就是前面那句话的主语。概括来讲，其实也就是“主语对主语”的意思，这样大家就能更直观地理解并且记住这一条了。

我们一起回顾一下前面提到的例子吧，各位会明白我指的是哪种情况。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “With the advent of projection, the viewer's relationship with the image was no longer private, as it had been with earlier peepshow devices such as the Kinetoscope and the Mutoscope, which was a similar machine that reproduced motion by means of successive images on individual photographic cards instead of on strips of celluloid. It suddenly became public—an experience that the viewer shared with dozens, scores, and even hundreds of others.”

OG Practice Set 3: Early Cinema

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



别看这个案例篇幅比较长，实际上就讲了两句话，只不过从句比较多而已。它们是相邻的两句话，这一点毫无疑问。第2句话的主语是代词“It”，根据刚讲的这条偏好，很容易知道它指的就是第1句话的名词主语，去掉第1句话中的枝叶和点缀——with结构、as引导的状语从句和which引导的非限制性定语从句——主干成分自然就显露出来了，主语是“the viewer's relationship with the image”，正好和“It”对应。

如果我们把这一点拓展开来，其实还可以得出一个推论：即使在同一句话中，后半句（从句或并列的分句）出现的代词主语也会和前半句的名词主语相对应，因为二者讨论的对象依然是相同的。

再来重温一下之前讲过的另一个例子吧。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT: “With such limited data, conventional forecasting models do a much better job predicting general weather conditions over large regions than they do forecasting specific local events.”

TOEFL: 1996.1



显然这个句子也不短，它同时包含了代词主语和名词主语，可谓成分丰富。而根据前面的推论就很容易明白，后面出现的“they”指代的就是前面同样以主语身份亮相的“models”。“主语对主语”，很好理解吧？这个技巧不难掌握，大家平时可多多练习。

（2）偏好二：所有格代词一般指的是该代词前面最接近的名词或遵循偏好一

下面是所有格代词指代前面最接近的名词的几个例子。


案例分析

When the jets strike the highly rarefied gas that permeates intergalactic space, the fast-moving electrons lose their highly directional motion and form vast clouds of radio-emitting gas.

TOEFL: 1997.1



“their”前面最接近的名词是“electrons”，二者对应，而且理解起来也很顺畅。


案例分析

The popular is replacing the folk in industrialized countries and in many developing nations. Folk-made objects give way to their popular equivalent, usually because the popular item is more quickly or cheaply produced, is easier or time saving to use, or lends more prestige to the owner.

TOEFL: PBT真题



这个句子很简单，“their”指的明显就是“Folk-made objects”，二者也最为接近，符合我所给出的这个偏好。

接下来是所有格代词修饰主语时指代前一句主语的例子：


案例分析

The two processes produced very different results. The daguerreotype was a unique image that reproduced what was in front of the camera lens in minute, unselective detail and could not be duplicated. The calotype could be made in series, and was thus the equivalent of an etching or an engraving. Its general effect was soft edged and tonal.

TPO-22: The Birth of Photography

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这个“its”指代的是上一句的主语“calotype”( 卡罗式摄影法)。

（3）偏好三：平行结构中的“others”只能指代“some”或者“many”后面最接近的名词

大家对于“some…others”或者“many…others”这种组合形式都比较熟悉，自己写文章的时候也很喜欢用。但需要注意的问题就是它属于平行结构的一种，而“others”所对应的应该是前面“some”或者“many”之后最接近的名词。

我们来看看托福的阅读文章都是怎么写的吧。


案例分析

① Some of their baskets were completely covered with shell pendants; others with feathers that made the baskets' surfaces as soft as the breasts of birds.

②Some skilled craftspeople made intricately carved wooden ornamentations for furniture or architectural decorations, while others carved wooden shop signs and ships' figureheads.

③Some species, for example, begin by dropping the outermost primary feathers on each side and wait until the replacement feathers are about one-third grown before shedding the next outermost, and so on. Others always start with the innermost primary feathers and work outward.

④Many adults, poor and disillusioned with farm life, were lured to the cities by promises of steady employment, regular paychecks, increased access to goods and services, and expanded social opportunities. Others were pushed there when new technologies made their labor cheap or expendable.



看完之后，大家会发现它们都符合我总结出来的这个偏好，无一例外。这种对应关系很清楚，而且能帮助我们更快地理解原文的意思。它们都是优秀的例子，当然我们写文章的时候也要尽可能地往这方面靠拢，遇到平行结构的指代问题时就这么办，做到良好的对应，这样包括rater在内的读者才会感到满意、舒服。

上述偏好在《文勇的新托福阅读手稿》的指代题部分讲过，这些偏好其实就是做托福阅读指代题的妙计。实际上关于偏好我是这么理解的，写作和说话类似，都是一种输出信息的形式，或者书面或者口头。而大家又都默认按照一些特定的条条框框来表达或者读取信息，久而久之便形成了一种默契，也就是语言习惯。当然特立独行、潇洒随性地说话和写作也是无可非议的，但是这样不按规矩出牌的招数可能会令许多听者或者读者一头雾水，因而降低信息接收的有效性。

尽管都是一些偏好和习惯，但我还是强烈建议大家写文章的时候把它们视为硬性规定，直接当成规则来用，这对作者和读者双方都是有好处的：作者有章可循，做到了清晰的对应；读者读起来感觉舒服，理解也能到位。

当然也存在一些例外，因为不管是写作还是语法本身（这样说是因为语法实际上是语言用法的归纳，语言是先于语法出现的，并非是根据语法演绎的），都属于主观性的内容，所以会有变动以及不合规则的情况发生，这是不可避免的。这时候就需要大家参照语法书进行理解和记忆了，别无他法，唯有多做了解，知识体系才会更全面、更宽广。

（四）其他错误

除了拼写错误、常见语法错误和指代不清等情况外，还有几点需要注意，如关系代词
 
[6]

 的误用、主谓不一致的问题以及介词、连词、冠词使用不当等，这些内容的难度系数并不高，只是比较琐碎而已，所以建议这些方面比较薄弱的考生在动笔之前最好勤翻词典、多看例句。

事实上，阅读量的增加也会潜移默化地帮助提升语法水平。正所谓熟能生巧，当看的文章足够多了以后，自然而然就会知道怎样的表达才更准确、合适，让人读起来更舒服，自己动笔的时候也会朝着这个目标努力。



注释


[1]
 可在乐闻携尔官方网站http://www.lasedu.com资料下载板块下载相关资料。


[2]
 我给大家推荐三本书：《英语在用·剑桥初级/中级/高级英语语法》。这三本书并不厚，但囊括了比较重要的语法知识点，平时练习时，拿不准的地方可以参考书中的讲解。


[3]
 《纽约时报》中的英文文章可追溯到1851年，可见其涵盖范围之广，资料可谓相当丰富。


[4]
 具体内容可参考《文勇的新托福阅读手稿》一书。


[5]
 这个部分的内容其实在《文勇的新托福阅读手稿》一书中详细讨论过，感兴趣的考生可以翻阅。


[6]
 关系代词一般指的是“that”“、which”“、who”、“whom”以及“whose”等，它们引导定语从句，各自的功能和特性不尽相同，考生需要认清它们的区别。


二、如何提升语言

提升语言即使平庸、无错的语句变得出众。在此需要大家思考一个问题：在完成一篇语言没有错误的合格文章之后，我们如何打磨才能使其在语言上脱颖而出、大放光彩呢？

（一）模仿阅读中的语言运用

我想问大家一个问题：大家在阅读中训练长难句时，有没有想过将看到的长难句用到作文里面去？当写作老师给你们讲句型之后，你们会发现，老师可能在各种各样的场合透露过这样的一些意思：“大家平时写句子的时候不需要每句话都写得很长吧？但偶尔有句话很长可能会体现你的语言功底。”要不要有一两句长句？要有。要怎么做？使用从句及嵌套从句、分词定语、分词状语、平行结构等结构吗？你们的老师有没有跟你们说过：“大家在平时写句子的时候，如果想到单词，也想到词组，那到底是用单词还是用词组呢？”用词组，因为词组往往有一两拨千斤的效果。如果词组可以合在一起用，也可以拆开来用，那我们是拆开来用呢？还是合在一起用？一定要拆开来用。为什么？因为词组拆开来用会使文章更加紧凑。还有，你们的老师有没有说过：“平时写句子的时候要注意句法多样性。”这就意味着你要穿插使用不同的句型句式，并且要长短句搭配使用。在这一刻你们是否觉得其实阅读和写作极其相似呢？阅读课教各位来分解句子，分解文章，而写作课教大家构造句子，构造文章。所谓的写作里面的闪光句型就是我们阅读里面的长难句。所以，我总是希望你们把托福的准备过程当成一个整体。你可以一边准备阅读，一边为你的写作积累句子和词组，而且在准备那些闪光句型的时候，你还顺便攻破了阅读里面的长难句。一举两得。这是什么感觉？浑然一体的感觉。所以有时候，你真的可以尝试去模仿托福的阅读。

我们现在就来举例说明一下如何模仿阅读。


案例分析

PASSAGE EXCERPT:“The extreme seriousness of desertification results from the vast areas of land and the tremendous numbers of people affected, as well as from the great difficulty of reversing or even slowing the process.”

OG Practice Set 2: Desert Formation

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



本句使用“result from”，很好地展现了句中的因果关系；“as well as”的出现从结构和意思两方面提示了读者导致“the extreme seriousness of desertification”的原因不唯一；后半句中“result”的省略也使句子显得简洁很多。这三处优点都值得我们学习。

打磨文章的过程在句子层面就是改进句子。平时大家训练的时候，可以留心一些自己喜欢的、结构比较精致的句子或段落，试着去模仿和改写，在这个过程中，写作的水平和功力就能得到提高。

（二）若干值得模仿的句型句式

1. 分词定语

“分词”分为“现在分词，即-ing”和“过去分词，即-ed”（注意-ed 形式是规则变化，也可能有不规则变化），是动词的一种形式。

当它们单独出现的时候——“单独出现”是说前面没有“be”，也没有“have”和“had”，也就是说并不是“be-ing”或者“be-ed”，也不是“have-ed”或者“had-ed”，而是单独的“-ing”、单独的“-ed”——它们不作谓语动词，而是作修饰性成分，即作定语，修饰名词，或者作状语，修饰动词。

分词作定语，修饰名词时，使用“现在分词-ing”，则意味着被修饰的名词是该“-ing”动作的发出者，理解为“做……（动作）的……（人/物）”；使用“过去分词-ed”，则意味着被修饰的名词是该“-ed”动作的对象或接受者，理解为“被……（动作）的……（人/物）”。

让我们来看一个例子：


The gradual drying of the soil caused by its diminished ability to absorb water results in the further loss of vegetation, so that a cycle of progressive surface deterioration is established.

OG: Desert Formation

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这句话之中的“caused by…”就属于分词作定语，修饰的是前面的名词性结构“The gradual drying of the soil”，理解为“由它（土壤）衰减的吸水能力导致的土壤逐渐干燥”。

● 应用练习


将中文句子翻译成英文，要求画线部分使用分词定语表达。



第1题



美国西北部圣海伦火山（Mount St. Helens）的猛烈喷发所造成的
 破坏与人类活动所造成的
 破坏相比相形见绌。

[image: ]



参考答案：


The destruction caused by the volcanic explosion of Mount St. Helens, in the northwestern United States, pales in comparison to the destruction caused by humans.


第2题


在一个以诸如John Barth，Donald Barthelme和Thomas Pynchon的作家放弃许多现实主义传统为特点的
 时代，Joyce Carol Oates有时却在她对其小说的必不可少的模仿特质的坚持上显得固执而老套。
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参考答案：


In a period characterized by the abandonment of so much of the realistic tradition by authors such as John Barth, Donald Barthelme, and Thomas Pynchon, Joyce Carol Oates has seemed at times determinedly old-fashioned in her insistence on the essentially mimetic quality of her fiction.


第3题


当人们从记录着白垩纪（Cretaceous）后期的
 岩层（开始）观察，一直观察到代表新生代（Cenozoic）早期的
 岩层时，（发现）很多植物和动物都突然地从化石记录中消失了。
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参考答案：


Many plants and animals disappear abruptly from the fossil record as one moves from layers of rock documenting the end of the Cretaceous up into rocks representing the beginning of the Cenozoic.


第4题


但围绕这些仪式发展起来的神话故事可能会继续在人们的口头流传，甚至可能逐渐在脱离这些仪式的
 情况下被演绎着。
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参考答案：


But the myths that have grown up around the rites may continue as part of the group's oral tradition and may even come to be acted out under conditions divorced from these rites.


第5题


当涉及学术性知识时，电视节目所提供的
 信息中的大部分都以给出即时的肤浅报道为主，在深度和广度上都无法与专业书籍相比。
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参考答案：


When it comes to academic knowledge, the information offered by television programs, most of which mainly gives out superficial real-time reports, cannot compete with professional books in both depth and breadth.


第6题


当对集邮感兴趣的
 人和对旅行感兴趣的
 人成为朋友时，他们之间的互相影响会导致前者逐渐地对旅行感兴趣，而后者慢慢地对集邮感兴趣。
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参考答案：


When persons interested in stamp collecting become friends with others interested in travelling, the interaction between each other will result in the former gradually growing interested in travelling whereas the latter in stamp collecting.

2. 分词状语

分词作状语多用于修饰句子的谓语动词，多表示分词动作伴随谓语动词动作一同发生或者两者一前一后紧接着发生。此时，使用“现在分词-ing”意味着句子主语是该“-ing”动作的发出者；使用“过去分词-ed”则意味着句子主语是该“-ed”动作的对象或接受者。

让我们来看一个例子：


Glaciers move slowly across the land with tremendous energy, carving into even the hardest rock formations and thereby reshaping the landscape as they engulf, push, drag, and finally deposit rock debris in places far from its original location.

TPO-15: Glacier Formation

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这句话之中的“carving…”就属于分词作状语，修饰的是前面主句的谓语动词“move”，理解为“冰川在陆地上缓慢移动，（在此过程中）切割甚至是最坚硬的岩石，并借此重新塑造地形地貌”。

● 应用练习


将中文句子翻译成英文，要求画线部分使用分词状语表达。



第1题


温度在短时期内急剧上升，使得由于资源的丰富，采集狩猎人口增加。
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参考答案：


The temperature increased dramatically in a short period of time, allowing for a growth of the hunting-gathering population due to the abundance of resources.


第2题


在它的发展早期，一个社会开始意识到似乎影响着甚至操控着食物供应和幸福生活的力量。由于对自然原因缺乏了解
 ，它把希望的和不希望的事情的发生都归咎于超自然的或魔幻的力量，并且试图寻找各种途径，赢得这些力量的青睐。
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参考答案：


During the early stages of its development, a society becomes aware of forces that appear to influence or control its food supply and well-being. Having little understanding of natural causes, it attributes both desirable and undesirable occurrences to supernatural or magical forces, and it searches for means to win the favor of these forces.


第3题


Fladmark的假设从一个事实那里得到了更多的支持，这个事实是美国本土语言最丰富的多样性出现在美洲大陆西海岸沿岸，这表明这个地区是人类定居最久的地区
 。
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参考答案：


Fladmark's hypothesis received additional support from the fact that the greatest diversity in native American languages occurs along the west coast of the Americas, suggesting that this region has been settled the longest.


第4题



尽管（他们）认可该顺序符合这些地点的考古档案，这些地点几千年来不间断地被（人类）定居
 ，（然而）许多作家警告说，这种顺序的潜在结论——一个从简单和几何的图案到复杂和自然主义的图案的演变——模糊了澳大利亚土著的文化连续性，在这种文化中，几何象征主义一直是非常重要的。
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参考答案：


While accepting that this sequence fits the archaeological profile of those sites, which were occupied continuously over many thousands of years, a number of writers have warned that the underlying assumption of such a sequence—a development from the simple and the geometric to the complex and naturalistic—obscures the cultural continuities in Aboriginal Australia, in which geometric symbolism remains fundamentally important.


第5题


地球是宇宙射击场的一个靶子，容易受随机撞击的伤害，这些撞击在几十年前是没有人想过的
 。
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参考答案：


Earth is a target in a cosmic shooting gallery, subject to random attacks that were unsuspected a few decades ago.


第6题


在过去，可能由于交通不便和文化传统等因素，亲戚们通常都住得很近，形成一个人口众多的大家庭，有时总人数甚至超过半百
 。
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参考答案：


In the past, probably due to such factors as inconvenient transportation and cultural tradition, relatives often live near each other, forming one large family with numerous members, sometimes amounting to more than fifty.


第7题


兴趣能鼓励你以一种更加深入、更加细致的方式学习一门专业，从而使你获得更扎实的专业知识
 ，这将是你未来工作中的一件利器。
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参考答案：


Interest can motivate you to pursue a major in a more profound and more meticulous manner, thereby enabling you to acquire a more solid professional knowledge, which would be a strong and powerful tool in handling your future job.


第8题


有些人喜欢一次只专注于一个项目，认为这个做法效率会更高，效果也会更好
 ；而另一些人却认为同时做几个项目能使他们更充分地利用时间，使得在同等的时间内完成更多的项目成为可能
 。
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参考答案：


Some people like concentrating on one project at a time, believing that this practice would be more efficient and would achieve better results; whereas, others think that doing several projects at the same time enables them to make full use of their time, making it possible for them to finish more projects within the same amount of time.


第9题



在承认接受大学教育是获得成功的重要一步的同时
 ，我们也不应该忽视其他因素的重要性。
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参考答案：


While acknowledging that receiving university education is an essential step toward success, we should not ignore the importance of other factors.

3. 动名词主语

动名词的形式与现在分词一样，都是“-ing”，但性质全然不同，它是用来作主语或宾语的，因为动名词兼具名词性（顾名思义）。动名词作主语表示一个动作如何如何，比如“高强度工作（这个动作用动名词表达）使他疲倦”，英文是“Working intensely tired him”。这在写作中非常实用，因为我们不会每句话都用单纯的名词作主语，常用结构是某个人或某个东西做了怎样的动作，有些时候会涉及某个动作或做某件事怎样怎样，这时候用动名词作主语就非常方便了。

让我们来看一个例子：


Assessing the impact of the army on the civilian population starts from the realization that the soldiers were always unevenly distributed across the country.

TPO-19: The Roman Army's Impact on Britain

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这句话之中的“Assessing…”就属于动名词作主语，谓语动词是“starts”，理解为“评估军队对于平民人口的影响（这个做法/这件事）始于……”。

● 应用练习


将中文句子翻译成英文，要求画线部分使用动名词主语表达。



第1题



进口那些对于荷兰人来说自己生产起来昂贵又费时的粮食
 将粮食价格保持在低位，并从而刺激了个人对其他食物和消费品的需求。

[image: ]



参考答案：


Importing the grain, which would have been expensive and time consuming for the Dutch to have produced themselves, kept the price of grain low and thus stimulated individual demand for other food stuffs and consumer goods.


第2题



了解河流的流入量和流出量
 这件事意味着测量每条流入和流出的溪流或河流的排量。
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参考答案：


Discovering the inputs and outputs of rivers is a matter of measuring the discharges of every inflowing and outflowing stream and river.


第3题



学习适当的社交行为
 对于群居动物尤其重要，比如年幼的猴子，它们需要学会控制自私和攻击性，并学着去理解群体中的付出和回报。
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参考答案：


Learning appropriate social behaviors is especially important for species that live in groups, like young monkeys that needed to learn to control selfishness and aggression and to understand the give-and-take involved in social groups.


第4题



给参与同一个项目的所有人同样的分数
 是一种既能促进团队合作精神但也可能造成部分队员偷懒的评估方法。
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参考答案：


Giving the same grade to all the members participating in one project is a way of evaluation, which can boost team spirit but may also lead to some members slacking off.


第5题



完成一项有挑战性的任务
 比完成一项简单的任务
 更能反映出一个人的能力。
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参考答案：


Accomplishing a challenging job gives a much better perception on a person's capacity than finishing an easy one.


第6题



让孩子从小管理自己的零用钱
 可以使得孩子们对金钱的价值和用途有更加清晰的认识，这能使他们为成年生活做好准备。
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参考答案：


Allowing children to manage their own pocket money when they are young can lead the children to grasp a clearer understanding concerning the value and function of money, which can better prepare them for adult life.


第7题



在各种电子设备上阅读电子书
 比购买纸质书
 要便宜得多，因此能减少学生的总体开支。
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参考答案：


Reading e-books on different electronic devices is much less expensive than buying printed books, and therefore tends to reduce the students' general expense.

4. 平行结构

首先我想跟大家传递这样一个信息：平行结构连接结构对称的相同语法概念。关于这个结构，请大家注意以下三点：

（1）并排放置，结构对称

对于平行结构，阅读时我们倾向于把它们排成一列，一次只处理并列之中的一个，以此来保证思路的清晰，而写作时，我们为了让读者清楚我们的并列是从哪里开始到哪里结束，就要保证并列的部分结构对称。


Is this a defect, or are the authors working out a different kind of aesthetic, or trying to react against certain type of mainstream aesthetic?



仔细看一下，会发现这句话中有两个“and/or”结构，第1个“or”并列的是两个一般疑问句，即“Is this a defect”和“are the authors working out a different kind of aesthetic, or trying to react against certain type of mainstream aesthetic”。第2个“or”并列的是两个现在分词，即“working out a different kind of aesthetic”和“trying to react against certain type of mainstream aesthetic”，都跟在“are”后面。我们采取并排放置的方法来处理，这句话会是这样的：
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所以这句话实际上提出了3个问题。当然这句话的意思可能听起来怪怪的，不太容易理解。事实上，它们恰恰就是大老粗刘文勇在公园里偶遇某艺术雕塑时的所思所想。首先感觉这个作品肯定有毛病，怀疑“Is this a defect?”然后不得不问自己“or are the authors working out a different kind of aesthetic”（或许作者是在创造一种全新的美学），只不过自身的欣赏水平有限，看不懂而已。这时候可能还存在另外一个猜测，那就是“or are the authors trying to react against certain type of mainstream aesthetic”（也可能作者想通过这个雕塑去反抗某些形式的主流美学）。大家能够发现，这个句子的作者写作时使得两层并列当中，相并列的部分都保持了良好的结构对称，这才使我们读的时候能够分得清楚，读得明白。

（2）关注多个平行结构中“and”的位置

我们都知道，当两者并列时，通常用“A and B”表示；以此类推，三者并列用“A, B and C”表示；四者并列用“A, B, C and D”表示。其实有一个规律，不知道大家发现了没有，那就是“‘and’总在最后一个并列对象之前”。

如果你发现一个句子中存在看上去是“A and B and C”的结构，意味着有多级并列，也就是说，可能意味着“A”与“B”并列，然后“A and B整体”与“C”并列，或者“B”与“C”并列，然后“A”与“B and C 整体”并列。比如说下面这个例子：“Yesterday I went to buy some milk and bread, and soon returned.”这个句子里的第一个“and”连接的是“milk”和“bread”这两个名词，而第二个“and”连接的是“buy some milk and bread”和“soon returned”这两个动作。


In a period characterized by the abandonment of so much of the realistic tradition by authors such as John Barth, Donald Barthelme, and Thomas Pynchon, Joyce Carol Oates has seemed at times determinedly old-fashioned in her insistence on the essentially mimetic quality of her fiction.

TOEFL: 1996.1



我现在有一个问题要问大家：“这句话的第2 行有几个人物相并列呢？”

回答有4个并列的考生就错了。虽然文中确实出现了4个人名，却只有3个并列。前面已经说过“and”总在最后一个并列对象之前。而例题中的这句话很明显是“A, B, and C, D”，结合刚才的这条规律，我们很容易就能判定前三者是并列的关系，都跟在“such as”之后，而第4个人名则是作为句子主语的，所以不与前三者构成并列。

于是，大家在自己写作时，尤其需要注意“and”摆放的位置。

（3）并列结构中的省略

有的时候，平行结构中的某些成分因为在第一个并列对象中已经出现过，为了避免不必要的重复而被省略，使句子结构更加精练。在阅读时，为了彻底弄明白句子的结构，我们要尝试着补足平行结构中的省略，而在写作时，我们要能够正确地运用省略，使语言精练简洁。


Darwin held that many more individuals are produced than can find food and survive into adulthood.

OG Practice Set 4: Aggression

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



大家能猜到这句话的意思，因为提起达尔文，地球人都知道，无非就是“物竞天择”这个理论，即“生了很多但最终只有适者生存”。但如果单从这句话本身的结构来说，各位读懂了吗？如果你觉得读懂了，那么请告诉我：这个句子里面的“more…than”是谁和谁之间的比较？“can find food and survive into adulthood”这两个动作的发出者是谁呢？很明显，“than”后面的内容存在主语的省略，即“individuals are produced”和“(individuals) can find food and survive into adulthood”两句话并列，因为主语是一样的，因而在后面一句中省略了相同的主语。


In the light of such statement, teachers live by selling knowledge, philosophers by selling wisdom and priests by selling spiritual comfort.



上面这句话也包含了并列结构中的省略现象，你看出来了吗？实际有三个句子并列：“teachers live by selling knowledge”、“philosophers (live) by selling wisdom”和“priests (live) by selling spiritual comfort”。由于三个句子的谓语动词是一样的，所以在后两个句子中，谓语动词就被省略了。

以上就是平行结构中最常见的两种省略现象，在比较结构中常省略“than”后面所有相同的语法成分，在普通平行结构中最常出现的情况是在并列的后几个对象中省略与第一个并列对象相同的谓语动词。希望大家能够尝试在自己的写作中应用。

● 应用练习


将中文句子翻译成英文，要求画线部分使用平行结构表达。



第1题


橡树的种群数量在一段时期内可能是相对稳定的，它的存活更可能取决于它善于面对竞争或掠食的压力，而非利用偶然事件的能力
 。
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参考答案：


A population of oaks is likely to be relatively stable through time, and its survival is likely to depend more on its ability to withstand the pressures of competition or predation than on its ability to take advantage of chance events.


第2题



宗教雕塑的传统
 在大部分历史时期中都有延续，但是没有石器和瓷器雕塑的传统
 被体现得那么清晰，因为它迎合了一种将带有较新的宗教形象和建筑装饰的陶器作为陪葬品的古老习俗。
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参考答案：


The tradition of religious sculpture extends over most historical periods but is less clearly delineated than that of stone wares or porcelains, for it embraces the old custom of earthen ware burial ceramics with later religious images and architectural ornament.


第3题


但是随着在越来越多的地方越来越多的岩层的积累和分类，（两件事）变得清晰起来，（一是）岩石顺序有时因地区的不同而不同，（二是）不会有一种岩石能成为在全世界范围内确定年代的可靠标志
 。
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参考答案：


But as more and more accumulations of strata were cataloged in more and more places, it became clear that the sequences of rocks sometimes differed from region to region and that no rock type was ever going to become a reliable time marker throughout the world.


第4题


在有中等至较高的净电能产出的同时，这些系统（不仅）不排放任何造成温室效应的二氧化碳和其他空气污染物，（并且）无需水来冷却
 ；（且）生产它们几乎不会造成水资源污染。
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参考答案：


With a moderate to fairly high net energy yield, these systems emit no heat-trapping carbon dioxide or other air pollutants and need no water for cooling; manufacturing them produces little water pollution.


第5题


因此，当观测式评估被用作研究婴儿感知能力的一项技术时，必须注意不要从数据中过度归纳，或依赖于一两个研究，将其作为婴儿某项特定感知能力的决定性依据
 。
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参考答案：


Therefore, when observational assessment is used as a technique for studying infant perceptual abilities, care must be taken not to overgeneralize from the data or to rely on one or two studies as conclusive evidence of a particular perceptual ability of the infant.


第6题



一些特定的化石往往出现在更为古老的沉积物当中，而其他一些则在地层的年代变得距今更近时才被发现
 。
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参考答案：


Certain fossils always appear in more ancient sediments, while others begin to be seen as the strata become more recent.


第7题


当今（人们）对罗马文明的态度各异，从无限地崇尚到彻底地反感
 。
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参考答案：


Modern attitudes to Roman civilization range from the infinitely impressed to the thoroughly disgusted.


第8题


电脑几乎是一经发明就普及开来，因为它不但能使人们更加快捷地查询信息，也为人们提供了更多获取信息的途径
 。
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参考答案：


Computers became widespread almost immediately after their invention, because they not only enable people to search for information more conveniently and rapidly, but provide them with more avenues of obtaining information.


第9题


我认为老师是否能教好学生更多地取决于他/她和学生相处的能力，而非他/她的专业能力
 。
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参考答案：


I believe whether a teacher can teach students well depends more on his/her ability to relate to students than on his/her professional competence.


第10题


除了给孩子提供更多的关爱和鼓励，父母还能在处理人际关系方面和采纳正确生活态度方面
 树立正面的榜样。
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参考答案：


In addition to providing their children with more care and encouragement, parents can also set a positive example on how to deal with other people and on how to adopt the right attitude towards life.


第11题


随着人们生活节奏的加快，人们似乎已变得更加孤独，互相见面的频率变低并依赖邮件、手机等电子方式达到交流的目的
 。
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参考答案：


As life moves forward in a faster pace, people seem to have become more lonely, visiting each other less frequently and relying on various electronic means such as email or cell phone for the purpose of communication.


第12题


一个人要么选择一个假期时间多、薪水低的工作，要么选择一个薪水高但假期时间少的工作
 ；这完全取决于一个人的喜好或需求。
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参考答案：


One can either choose a job with more vacation time and low salary or a job with less vacation time yet high salary; it all depends on one's preference and requirement.


第13题


从过去到现在，事业成功的关键一直都是掌握扎实的专业知识的能力和与他人很好地协作的能力
 。


参考答案：


From the past to the present, the key factor in career success is always one's ability to obtain strong professional knowledge and to cooperate well with others.

5. 从句

从句的构造过程是这样的：两个句子之间有一定的关联，于是通过添加特定的连词，把一个句子变成从句，附在另一个作为主句的句子上，形成一个长句。

（1）名词性从句

名词性从句实际上指的是主语从句、宾语从句（表语从句）、同位语从句。因为我们知道，通常作主语、宾语、同位语的都是名词，所以当从句来充当这些成分时，该从句的功能就相当于一个名词，于是它们统称为名词性从句。


Even though many of her colleagues were convinced that genes were relatively simple and static, Barbara McClintock adhered to her own more complicated ideas about how genes might operate, and in 1983, at the age of 81, was awarded a Nobel Prize for her discovery that the genes in corn are capable of moving from one chromosomal site to another.



这个句子中第一个加彩的部分是“that”引导的宾语从句，是动作“convinced”的宾语，理解为许多同事被说服的事实是“that”后面句子所讲的内容。第二个加彩的部分是“that”引导的同位语从句，是名词“discovery”的同位语，理解为发现的内容是“that”后面句子所讲的内容。

这个长句子被拆成几个短句子的话，会是这样：

①Genes were relatively simple and static.

②Many of her colleagues were convinced of this.

③Barbara McClintock adhered to her own more complicated ideas about how genes might operate.

④In 1983, at the age of 81, she was awarded a Nobel Prize for her discovery.

⑤Her discovery was that the genes in corn are capable of moving from one chromosomal site to another.

（2）定语从句


New data from United States Forest Service ecologists show that for every dollar spent on controlled small-scale burning, forest thinning, and the training of fire-management personnel, seven dollars are saved that would have been spent on extinguishing big fires.



这个句子中加彩的部分是“that”引导的定语从句，修饰名词“seven dollars”，理解为“原本会被花费在扑灭大火上的七美元”。

这个长句子被拆成几个短句子的话，会是这样：

①For every dollar spent on controlled small-scale burning, forest thinning, and the training of fire-management personnel, seven dollars are saved.

②These seven dollars would have been spent on extinguishing big fires.

③New data from United States Forest Service ecologists show this.

（3）状语从句


In the green-to-yellow lighting conditions of the lowest levels of the forest, yellow and green would be the brightest colors, but when an animal is signaling, these colors would not be very visible if the animal was sitting in an area with a yellowish or greenish background.

TPO-17: Animal Signals in the Rain Forest

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这个句子中第一个加彩的部分是“when”引导的时间状语从句，修饰动作“would not be very visible”，即给这个动作提供时间，理解为“当……时，这些颜色不太能被看到”。第二个加彩的部分是“if”引导的条件状语从句，也修饰动作“would not be very visible”，即给这个动作提供条件，理解为“在……条件下，这些颜色不太能被看到”。

这个长句子被拆成几个短句子的话，会是这样：

①In the green-to-yellow lighting conditions of the lowest levels of the forest, yellow and green would be the brightest colors.

②An animal is signaling.

③The animal was sitting in an area with a yellowish or greenish background.

④At such time and under such conditions, these colors would not be very visible.

● 应用练习


选择合适的连词，将几个短句组合成一个长句。



第1题


①In earlier times it was necessary to design structural systems suitable for the materials.

②These materials were available, such as wood, stone, brick.

③Today technology has progressed to a point.

④At such point, it is possible to invent new building materials to suit the type of structure desired.
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参考答案：


In earlier times it was necessary to design structural systems suitable for the materials that were available, such as wood, stone, brick, but today technology has progressed to the point where it is possible to invent new building materials to suit the type of structure desired.


第2题


①Ecologists do not all agree what“stability” means.

②The first problem is this.

③Stability can be defined as simply lack of change.

④Alternatively, stability can be defined as the quick speed.

⑤With that speed, an ecosystem returns to a particular form following a major disturbance, such as a fire.

[image: ]



参考答案：


The first problem is that ecologists do not all agree what “stability” means: stability can be defined as simply lack of change; alternatively, stability can be defined as the quick speed with which an ecosystem returns to a particular form following a major disturbance, such as a fire.


第3题


①Infants and toddlers do not form extremely enduring memories.

②They hear stories that promote such remembering in preschoolers.

③Physiological immaturity may be part of the reason.
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参考答案：


Physiological immaturity may be part of why infants and toddlers do not form extremely enduring memories, even when they hear stories that promote such remembering in preschoolers.


第4题


①An ant colony's communication system is highly organized.

②The colony always works as a whole and appropriately according to the circumstances.

③An ant colony may be legitimately called a super organism.
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参考答案：


An ant colony may be legitimately called a super organism because its communication system is so highly organized that the colony always works as a whole and appropriately according to the circumstances.


第5题


①The physical and chemical properties of substances change with the ambient climate at the time.

②These substances can be deposited in a systematic way to provide a continuous record of changes in those properties over time, sometimes for hundreds or thousands of years.
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参考答案：


Substances whose physical and chemical properties change with the ambient climate at the time can be deposited in a systematic way to provide a continuous record of changes in those properties over time, sometimes for hundreds or thousands of years.


第6题


①The medium of photography was so prolific.

②It was possible to produce a multitude of images very cheaply.

③Photography was soon treated as the poor relative of fine art, rather than its destined successor.
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参考答案：


Because the medium of photography was so prolific that it was possible to produce a multitude of images very cheaply, it was soon treated as the poor relative of fine art, rather than its destined successor.


第7题


① Celebrity charm is a phenomenon.

②It causes ordinary people to compete with each other in copying famous people's way of dressing.

③Modern people pay too much attention to their appearance and fashion.

④Celebrity charm is one of the reasons.
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参考答案：


Celebrity charm, the phenomenon that causes ordinary people to compete with each other in copying famous people's way of dressing, is also one of the reasons why modern people pay too much attention to their appearance and fashion.


第8题


①Older people have more wisdom.

②Older people in general are not as physically strong and energetic as young people.

③They know better how to enjoy life.

④They are inevitably constrained by many limitations.

⑤In many cases, they would feel unable to do what they wish to do.
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参考答案：


Although with more wisdom, older people in general are not as physically strong and energetic as young people, so even if they know better how to enjoy life, they are inevitably constrained by many limitations and thus, in many cases, would feel unable to do what they wish to do.


第9题


①Some people regard friends as such people.

②They can be honest with them.

③Some think of friends as such people.

④They can remain true to themselves before them.

⑤We discuss friends' roles and responsibilities.

⑥Before that, we should first define the meaning of friends.
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参考答案：


Before discussing friends' roles and responsibilities, we should first define the meaning of friends when some people regard friends as someone “with whom they can be sincere”, and some think of them as someone “before whom they can remain true to themselves”.


第10题


①The major purpose of advertisement is to attract consumers.

②This is evidenced by a fact.

③Wherever you go, you can never fail to find a variety of advertisements.
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参考答案：


The major purpose of advertisement is to attract consumers, as is evidenced by the fact that wherever you go, you can never fail to find a variety of advertisements.


第11题


①Mass media have paid too much attention to celebrities.

②This is made evident by the gossip news.

③These news can be seen everywhere in the entertainment sections of newspapers or on television or magazines.
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参考答案：


Mass media have paid too much attention to celebrities, as is made evident by the gossip news which can be seen everywhere in the entertainment sections of newspapers or on television or magazines.


第12题


①Nowadays, medical technology has progressed to a point.

②It has become possible for many formerly incurable diseases to be treated properly.

③This is evidenced by the increase in the average life span of people.
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参考答案：


Nowadays, medical technology has progressed to the point where it has become possible for many formerly incurable diseases to be treated properly, as is evidenced by the increase in the average life span of people.


第13题


①We deal with either present or future problems.

②We should take care not to overlook the past.

③We can learn from the past relevant lessons.

④These lessons are practical for the present and the future.
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参考答案：


When dealing with either present or future problems, we should take care not to overlook the past, since we can learn from the past relevant lessons which are practical for the present and the future.


第14题


①We take proper measures in pollution control.

②We build a factory near a community.

③The surrounding environment would not be affected a lot.

④We don't take proper measures in pollution control.

⑤The pressure on the environment would be too much for the ecological balance to be retained.
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参考答案：


If we take proper measures in pollution control, even if we build a factory near a community, the surrounding environment would not be affected a lot, but if we don't, the pressure on the environment would be too much for the ecological balance to be retained.

6. 词组拆分或语序调整

有一点大家应该承认，那就是自己对词组并不是特别了解。有时候，有些词组放到一起大家都认识，清楚地知道它就是某个特定的词组，表达特定的含义。但如果把词组进行拆分或语序进行调整的话，估计好多考生就反应不过来了，而当有人在旁边帮着翻译一遍的时候，马上就又反应过来了。对于这种词组拆分的情况，阅读时要做的动作非常固定，叫作“以词组为坐标，分段理解句意”。什么意思？如果一句话真的是以词组来拆分句子的话，那么这个词组本身已经按照句群将句子进行了良好的切割，这时候我们只要直接以这个词组为坐标，分段理解句意，句子就会变得非常清楚（当然，如果你本来就不认识这个词组的话，那只能多多去背诵了）。也有一些时候，我们遇到语序的前后调整，需要“还原常规语序”来帮自己理解。

词组的拆分和语序的调整出现的原因通常是为了让修饰成分（即定语或状语）更加接近被修饰的对象，以保证修饰关系的清晰。我们在写作时，也可以尝试运用。


The killing of birds of prey by wind turbines has pitted environmentalists who champion wildlife protection against environmentalists who promote renewable wind energy.

Online Test: Electricity from Wind

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



“pit against”这个词组是“使……争斗”的意思。譬如说“A pitted B against C”（A 使B和C争斗起来）。在这句话中， A是“The killing of birds of prey by wind turbines”，B是“environmentalists who champion wildlife protection”，C是“environmentalists who promote renewable wind energy”。大意是风涡轮对食肉鸟类的杀害使两种环境保护主义者打起架来。“pit”和“against”隔得很远，我们需要在熟悉这个词组的基础上识别它。

拆开的词组要认识，常拆开的词组合起来了也要认识，我们再来看一个例子：


Many signals that animals make seem to impose on the signalers costs that are overly damaging.

TPO-11: Begging by Nestlings

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



相信“impose A on B”这个词组大家是熟悉的，但在上面这个句子中，A和B分别在哪里呢？仔细分析之后可以发现，A其实是“costs”，B其实是“the signalers”。只是顺序变成了“impose on B A”，为什么会这样呢？因为“costs”由一个定语从句来修饰，如果还放在“impose”和“on”之间的话，会感觉头重脚轻，于是就进行了这样的顺序调整。

大家在写作时，也要对词组灵活运用，该拆的拆，该合的合。

● 应用练习


将中文句子翻译成英文，要求画线部分恰当地运用指定的词组。



第1题


一些早期社会不再认为某些仪式对他们的福祉来说是必需品，并抛弃了它们；尽管如此，人们还是将从这些仪式里发展起来的神话保留为他们的口头留传故事的一部分
 ，并且出于它们的艺术性而非宗教用途而热爱这些神话。

（使用词组：retain…as…）
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参考答案：


Some early societies ceased to consider certain rites essential to their well-being and abandoned them; nevertheless, they retained as parts of their oral tradition the myths that had grown up around the rites and admired them for their artistic qualities rather than for their religious usefulness.


第2题


一些社会群体把回避作为一种手段，来规范那些行为超越特定组织允许（范畴）的个体。

（使用词组：bring…into line）
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参考答案：


Some social groups employ shunning as a device to bring into line individuals whose behavior goes beyond that allowed by the particular group.

7. 倒装句

倒装分“部分倒装”和“完全倒装”两种。

“部分倒装”一般是由副词或副词及其后面跟着的状语被提前引发的，为的是强调被提前的副词或状语。“部分倒装”的叫法是由于主语和谓语不完全调换位置，只是把谓语中的一部分如助动词或情态动词置于主语之前，谓语中的主要动词（即表明意思的动词，注意，助动词是不对应意思的）还是在主语之后。

阅读时，因为部分倒装的主语和主要动词的位置并没有发生变化，所以读起来不会有大的困难，所以我们就简单地“删除或还原被提前的部分”，即把那个被提前的助动词或情态动词删掉，或者把它还原，将句子调整为正常的语序。

写作时与阅读时相反，如果我们需要强调某个副词或跟副词一起的状语的话，我们就把这部分提前，写在句子的开头，然后再写谓语里面的助动词或情态动词（如果没有就直接添加），然后主语和主要动词等剩余部分的语序不变，写在助动词或情态动词之后。


Only when European decorative themes were introduced did these meanings become obscured or even lost.

TPO-10: Chinese Pottery

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这个句子中，“Only when European decorative themes were introduced”是被提前的副词和后面跟的状语，其后是助动词“did”，然后是主语“these meanings”，最后是谓语主要动词和它的表语“become obscured or even lost”。如果还原成不倒装的语序，即为：“These meanings become obscured or even lost only when European decorative themes were introduced.”

“完全倒装”是指句子里面主语和谓语的位置完全发生了互换，导致“谓在前，主在后”，为的是强调谓语动作（通常在进行时中或在被动语态中）或表语。

阅读时，我们处理“完全倒装”的方法是“以谓语动词为中心，前后调转阅读顺序”，也就是先读谓语动词后面的部分，再读谓语动词，最后读谓语动词前面的部分。

写作时，如果我们需要强调进行时中的或被动语态中的谓语动作，那么就可以把进行时中的现在分词短语或者被动语态中的过去分词短语提前，写在句子的开头，然后写“be”，最后再写主语；如果需要强调表语的话，那么就可以把表语部分提前，写在句子的开头，然后写系动词（通常也是be），最后写主语。


Basic to any understanding of Canada in the 20 years after the Second World War is the country's impressive population growth.

TOEFL: 1995.8



这句话中，“Basic to any understanding of Canada in the 20 years after the Second World War”是被提前的表语，其后的“is”是谓语，最后的“the country's impressive population growth”是主语。如果还原成不倒装的语序，即为：“The country's impressive population growth is basic to any understanding of Canada in the 20 years after the Second World War.”


Surrounding the column are three sepals and three petals, sometimes easily recognizable as such, often distorted into gorgeous, weird, but always functional shapes.

TOEFL: 1996.5



这句话中，“Surrounding the column”是被提前的进行时态谓语中的现在分词，其后的“are”是进行时态谓语中的“be”，再之后的“three sepals and three petals”是主语（第一个逗号之后的“sometimes easily recognizable as such, often distorted into gorgeous, weird, but always functional shapes”是修饰并列主语“three sepals and three petals”的定语）。

● 应用练习


将中文句子翻译成英文，要求使用部分倒装或完全倒装来强调画线部分。



第1题


（人们）对生物多样性的重要性的认识越来越清楚，这已经与对物种和栖息地的加速消失的关注同时存在
 。
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Coincident with concerns about the accelerating loss of species and habitats has been a growing appreciation of the importance of biological diversity.


第2题


明显介于陆栖哺乳动物和鲸类之间的过渡性（动物）化石直到最近才被发现
 。
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参考答案：


Missing until recently were fossils clearly intermediate, or transitional, between land mammals and cetaceans.


第3题


最近一些（尝试）通过向地下注入压缩空气来释放土壤中的毛细管水，使其到达地下水位线以上的实验多少更有望成功
 。
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参考答案：


Somewhat more promising have been recent experiments for releasing capillary water above the water table by injecting compressed air into the ground.


第4题


随着人们生活水平的提高，越来越多的人拥有了私家车；一系列的诸如环境污染和交通堵塞等问题伴随这种趋势而来
 。
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参考答案：


As people's living standard gets higher, more and more people became private car owners; accompanying such a trend is a series of problems such as environmental pollution and traffic congestion.


第5题


由于看问题的角度不同，不同新闻来源会传递给人们迥异的信息，所以只有客观分析从不同来源搜集到的信息，我们才能
 对某一问题有完整和全面的了解。
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参考答案：


Different news resources will give out disparate information to people due to their distinct perspective to the problem; therefore, only by critically analyzing the information from different sources can we get a full and comprehensive understanding about one issue.

8. 虚拟语气

语气（mood）用来表示说话者的意图或态度。在讲虚拟语气之前，我们先来回顾一下英语中的3 种语气：

① 直述语气（indicative mood）

② 祈使语气（imperative mood）

③ 虚拟语气（subjunctive mood）

虚拟语气表示所说的话只是一种主观的愿望、假设或建议，这就是所谓“虚拟”的含义。虚拟语气最常使用的地方是条件状语从句和其对应的结果主句，表达“假如……，会……”的假设或愿望，在形式上，这样的句子与普通的条件状语从句和结果主句的不同体现在时态的特殊性上：
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在以上基础上，还有几个常见的变化会出现在虚拟语气中。首先，条件从句可以去掉“If”，进行部分倒装，比如“If I had gone there, …”变成“Had I gone there, …”；另外，结果主句中的“would”可以替换成“could”或“might”，来突出体现“能够”或“可能”的意思；最后，在某些情况下，如果语境允许，也可以只使用虚拟语气的条件部分（当结果不言而喻时）或只使用结果部分（当条件不言自明时）。


“Had the Greeks held novelty in such disdain as we,” asked Horace in his Epistle, “what work of ancient date would now exist? ”

TPO-7: Ancient Rome and Greece

全文及相应译文见免费共享资料“黄金阅读”



这个句子使用了虚拟语气，提出与过去的事实相反的假设条件和该假设条件下对应的结果，并在条件从句中使用了去掉“If”的倒装。整个句子理解为：如果希腊人像我们一样轻视新奇的事物，那有什么古代的作品能够存留到现在呢？在原文的上下文中，这句话用来说明正是因为罗马人轻视新奇的事物，所以他们没有像希腊人一样，创造出值得纪念和流传的东西。

● 应用练习


将中文句子翻译成英文，要求恰当地使用虚拟语气。



第1题


如果人工太阳保持静止，这些鸟会根据它以每小时15°的速度改变它们的方向，这一速度正好是太阳在天空中运行的速度。
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参考答案：


If the artificial Sun remained stationary, the birds would shift their direction with respect to it at a rate of about 15 degrees per hour, the Sun's rate of movement across the sky.


第2题


当被问及如果他们是那些需要基本感情反应的故事中的人物的话，他们会如何反应，这些人同样展现出熟悉的面部表情。
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参考答案：


These people also displayed familiar facial expressions when asked how they would respond if they were the characters in stories that called for basic emotional responses.


第3题


如果中国人没有受到外来影响的话，中国陶器上装饰的重要性可能仍会是清晰的。
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参考答案：


The significance of the decorations on Chinese pottery may have remained clear had the Chinese not come under foreign influence.


第4题


因为政府没有给予环保问题太多的关注，所以我们本来可以更加清洁、更加漂亮的居住环境已经被严重污染。
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参考答案：


Since the government had not given much attention to the issue of environmental protection, our living environment, which would have been much cleaner and more beautiful, has been seriously polluted.


第5题


一些在大公司里工作的人认为，如果他们在小公司里工作的话，他们能使自己的潜力得到更充分的开发。

Some people who work in big companies believe that they would get their potential more fully tapped if they worked in a small one.


第6题


很多时候，如果没有对抽象概念的了解的话，人们对一些事实的了解会变得没有意义。

Many times, without understanding of abstract concepts, people's knowledge about facts would become meaningless.


三、语言的“多样”与“重复”

1. 考试要求的“多样”与“重复”

所谓“多样”无非就是词法和句法的多样性，我们无数次地被老师要求写所谓精彩的文章，而且很多考试（TOEFL、SAT和GRE等）也都有“variety”（多样）这种硬性规定，如“Variety in sentence structure relates to your choice of words, or diction, to convey your ideas”。但是，大家回忆一下，是否曾经有老师要求我们写文章的时候有意地“重复”题目中的话题关键词呢？事实上，在文中反复多遍地重复要论述的话题就是在扣题，向考官传递一个信息——我在认真地读给出的题目，仔细地写这篇文章，没有跑题。所以总结一下就是，针对文章中非观点的部分，在论证的时候可以施展十八般武艺，尽量词法、句法多样，丰富精彩；而在亮明观点和给出主题句的时候，最好重复话题关键词，这样文章结构会更加清晰，意思更加明了。

现在我们再来深入讨论一下“多样”与“重复”。

先来讲“多样”吧，事实上它曾在多种考试的评分标准中反复出现，几乎所有的考试都对词法和句法的多样性明确提出了要求，其重要地位可见一斑。


（1）SAT

·Clarity and consistency throughout

·Virtually error-free (notice that the scores are not expecting you to write a perfect essay. An occasional error is acceptable)

The readers are looking for your thesis, or the statement of your main idea, and how well you establish the purpose of your essay.

·Insightful and effective addressing of the topic

The organization of your essay and development of your ideas are basic elements that the scorers read for.

·Excellent organization

·Fully developed with appropriate examples, facts and details supporting your thesis

Readers assess your use of correct sentence structure and a variety of sentence structures.

·Variety in sentence structure

This characteristic relates to your choice of words, or diction, to convey your ideas.

·Breadth in vocabulary

Your overall use of correct grammar and usage is also evaluated.

·Excellent facility in language usage

（2）TOEFL

An essay at this level largely accomplishes all of the following:

effectively addresses the topic and task;

is well organized and well developed, using clearly appropriate explanations, exemplifications, and/or details;

displays unity, progression, and coherence;

displays consistent facility in the use of language, demonstrating syntactic variety, appropriate word choice, and idiomaticity, though it may have minor lexical or grammatical errors.

（3）GRE

A typical paper in this category：

presents an insightful position on the issue;

develops the position with compelling reasons and/or persuasive examples;

sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically;

expresses ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety;

demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English but may have minor errors.



事实上，每人都有自己的写作风格，各人善用的词也不尽相同。不信的话，就试试WordSmith这个软件，它可以帮助统计词频。当我们把自己以前写过的几篇文章（当然是电子版了）放进WordSmith之后，就会看到具体的、因人而异的统计数据。其实语言风格本身无可非议，只不过各位需要注意的是，如果特别喜欢某个句型或者某个论证方法，那么就应该用心研究，争取把它运用得更好，使其优势实现最大化。

再来说说“重复”。我们在亮明观点和给出主题句的时候，最好运用“重复”这种方式，对于观点和主题句所包含的中心词也应如此对待。我之所以会这样强调，是因为托福作文评分中e-rater打分占一半的比重，随意替换观点句中的中心词可能导致e-rater识别不了（有些时候，考生自以为替换词意思一致，其实有偏差），找不到关键的中心词，误以为考生跑题而扣分。

2. 练习中的“多样”与“重复”

关于“多样”与“重复”，我还有一个建议：抛开考试不说，在刚开始接触写作的时候，我认为应该“肆意妄为”地从各种层面上追求文章的多样性（不管是单词还是句型），写什么都行，怎样写都行，不要考虑任何要求、规则和条条框框。

“文勇老师，这样会不会太crazy了？它对写作水平的提高有什么帮助呢？”

不用担心，我这么说自有道理。想想看，大家在练习写作的初始阶段，第一要务无非就是把手上所有可利用的资源、所有的技巧都熟记于心并且运用自如，而经过大胆的练习才更有可能达成这一目标。当训练了一段时间之后，确保各种武艺都知晓了，再去反复练习自己用得顺手的写作模式，或者专注于几项杀伤力十足的绝技，强化练习。也就是说，大家在训练过程中应该“先多样，后重复”。


小贴士

各位听说过曾经有人尝试把文章中的“简单”词（组）都尽可能地替换成“高级”词（组）吗？于是各种生僻的、不常见的表达方式就纷纷出场亮相了。这种做法有意义吗？它无形中就把单词分为了“低级”和“高级”两种，包含有一定的“歧视”成分，而事实上每个单词都有它存在的价值，发挥着不同的作用。虽然我并不赞同对单词进行分级，但是这种替换单词的练习还是可取的，因为它提供了一个契机，客观上逼迫我们接触更多元化的表达方式（当然大家需要在做替换时查阅词典，最好是权威的大词典，来确认替换的正确性）。从这个角度来讲，这恰恰是考生提高写作水平必须经历的一个过程。只有这样，大家才不得不绞尽脑汁地思考自己常用词以外的表达方式，于是写出语言水平更高的文章才有了更大的可能性。

但我也要提醒大家，这只是一种练习方式，一篇托福作文的成文不应该也不太可能通篇都是所谓的“高级”词汇。之所以这样说，并不是否定大家的能力，而是因为越“高级”的词汇，往往意思越详细具体，适用范围越窄，一定要在合适的地方用才好，是用来添彩的，一味追求“高级”而用错则得不偿失。相反，越“基本”的词汇，往往意思越多样，适用范围越宽，是构成一篇文章的语言的基石。



3. 关于同义词

在追求语言的“多样”时，词义相近的单词是否可以通用呢？在这里，我额外提醒大家注意一点，那就是“世界上几乎不存在严格意义上的同义词”，所以写作时一定要认真选用每个单词，确保文章写得地道准确。

“文勇老师，不会吧？真的就没有意义相同的两个词吗？”

很少存在在任意上下文中意义完全相同的“绝对同义词”。事实上，绝对同义词的数量极少，个别的例子如：“cordate”和“heart-shaped”（心形的）。绝大多数情况下，由于适用范围、词义多少、感情色彩、各地语言习惯以及语境等的不同，同义词之间都存在或大或小的区别。如：“recall”和“remember”在“回忆，记得”含义上为同义词，此外“recall”还有“撤销，回收”等含义，比“remember”词义范围更广。所以，要想在文章里精确地使用每一个词，就必须了解同义词之间的细微差别。

我们看一下含有“能力”这个意思的诸多单词：
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虽然这些名词均可表示“能力，才能”之意，但是我们也不能乱用，细究起来的话，其实每个词都有自己独特的含义，我们应该选用最符合语境的那一个。

当然了，还有一些同义词因为区别不大，在写作时常被用来相互替换，以丰富表达，如下表所示：
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……

我们的目标不应该仅仅停留在提高某一门考试的写作成绩上，而是应该专注于打磨自己的写作技巧，提升综合实力。平时练习的时候，每当遇到不熟悉的且多次出现的单词就多翻几本词典，除了知晓词义，还要看一看词典中给出的例句，这样就能知道通常会在何种语境下运用这个词，也就明白为什么不能随随便便把它换成其他单词了。掌握了词与词之间的细微差别之后，就意味着我们在语言的雕琢上又迈进了一大步。用词的艺术不在于其难度指数，而在于准确系数。在对的语境中用了对的词，就必然会写出一篇对的文章。


第六章　如何应对托福写作

[image: ]


一、综合写作

参加过新托福考试或者看过OG的考生都知道其写作共分为“综合写作”和“独立写作”两个部分，我们先讨论第一个部分——综合写作。首先要强调一个概念：相对于独立写作而言，综合写作其实很简单。因为它是一个总结性或提纲式的“summary”，只要概括全面、介绍清楚即可，所以对考生的写作功底并没有特别高的要求。我相信通过努力一定可以拿到“good”这个等级的分数
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 ，这一点大家要有信心。但这并不等于让大家轻敌，对待这种攸关前途的考试，大家当然要正确看待，全力以赴。

（一）考试形式

不同于一般意义上的写作，综合写作考查的是大家把自己所读、所听的内容进行分析整合之后通过书面的形式表达出来的能力，可谓是对“读”、“听”、“写”3项能力的综合考查。

具体的考试形式及安排，想必大家都已通过翻阅OG有了大概的了解（至今对托福写作还缺乏基本了解的考生请自己乖乖地翻阅一下《托福考试官方指南》），这里有几点还需强调。

第一点：综合写作部分总时长为“3+X+20”分钟。

“文勇老师，考试时长‘3+X+20’分钟是什么意思？难道考试时间不是确切且固定的吗？”

纯粹写文章的时间是确切且固定的，为“3+X+20”分钟中最后的20分钟，阅读文章的时间也是固定的，为“3+X+20”分钟中第一个3分钟，但是听力讲座片段（short lecture related to the topic）的播放时长会略有波动。这就涉及综合写作部分的考试流程，ETS会先让大家阅读一篇涉及学术话题（academic topic）的文章，时间为3分钟；接下来播放一段相关话题的听力讲座片段，这个部分的时间是不固定的，长短不一，往往在一分半钟左右；最后在20分钟之内完成一篇总结文章，分析听力讲座片段与阅读文章二者在观点以及论据上的联系。

第二点：OG要求综合写作的文章为150～225个单词，不过只要没有跑题，写超字数也是不会扣分的，于是建议大家最好努力达到200或200个单词以上，因为长一些的篇幅显然能让我们有更多可发挥的空间，更容易把观点诠释得全面、清楚，展现出更为立体的层次结构。完整、丰富且内容充实的文章更能体现考生对于文字较强的掌控能力，有助于我们拿到更高的分数。但是考生应该注意不能一味追求文字长度，毕竟所有的人都在重复同一段文字，如果你用300个字才复述清楚的事情，别人只使用260个字就说清楚了，自然说明你的文字精准度有一定的问题。

第三点：阅读文章是学术性文章，这意味着文章结构很清楚，论证严谨而且背景知识无用，即我们不需要额外的生活经验或者丰富的知识储备来帮助我们理解文章，只需要以客观的眼光和态度来解读文中的信息就可以了。这是因为学术性文章中所给出的观点很可能与某些考生心中已有的观点不一致，例如大家都听过的《马可·波罗游记》（The Travels of Marco Polo）。书中记载了关于中国的大量内容，包括无穷无尽的财富、巨大的商业城市、极好的交通设施以及华丽的宫殿建筑等，可能有些考生对此笃信不疑。而阅读文章可能会公然提出质疑，认为马可·波罗有可能没有来过中国。看到这样的主张，估计这些考生就崩溃了，需要先反应一会儿才能勉强平心静气地接受这个打破常识、略带挑衅的观点。显然在这种情况下，背景知识发挥的就是阻碍作用，还不如自己不知道呢。所以在考场上大家只专注于文章本身就足够了，文章给什么，我们就客观地分析总结什么，千万不要受到已有知识的干扰。

第四点：听力文本在篇幅上和托福听力部分相比就简短很多了，而且又与阅读文章内容紧密相关。播放录音时大家一定要竖起耳朵认真听并且做笔记，关注它与阅读文章到底有何关联。这很重要，因为写作时，一切的分析、对比或总结都离不开所听到的内容，更何况阅读文章我们稍后还可以看到，但是录音只会放一遍。

第五点：“related to”到底意味着什么？有些考生会不假思索地回答：“一篇文章赞同，一篇文章反对。”那么“相关”一定就等同于“相悖”吗？这可不一定。之所以要强调这一点，是因为虽然考试的时候（或者平时训练所接触的各种材料中）十之八九都会出现“听力文本针对阅读文本中的观点以及论据进行反驳”的情况，但也不排除“二者观点一致，只是补充更多论据”的情况。对“相关”（related to）二字的解读，可能为：

● 赞同

● 反对

● 部分赞同，部分反对

● 某些情形下赞同，某些情形下反对

考生一定要抛弃已有的思维定式，灵活操作。认清听力文本与阅读文章之间可能存在的多样关系，有利于在真实的写作过程中准确地认识、分析两者之间的关系，使文章更加客观、全面。

第六点：一篇合格的“summary”要求是什么？

（1）总结听力文本中的点（summarize the points in the listening passage）。

（2）解释它们是如何与阅读文章相关的（explain how they relate to specific points in the reading passage）。

具体应该如何处理？可以直接把它当成一个问答题来做，找到对应的几个点，然后一一罗列出来即可，没必要把时间过多地花费在构造段与段之间的关系上（精心构造段落结构以及行文语言是在稍后独立写作中需要我们下功夫去做的功课）。

（二）解题技巧

1. 寄生型笔记

了解了基本考试形式之后，可能会有考生迫切地想知道一些实用的解题技巧。毫不避讳地说，综合写作这个部分确实有窍门，而其中最为重要的一项则是“记笔记”。

首先，要明确一个问题：

“综合写作需要记笔记吗？”

毫无疑问，无论是阅读部分还是听力部分肯定都是要记的。那二者相比，哪个部分应该多记笔记呢？有些考生可能会想，既然听力录音只放一遍，不容易把握，当然要多花点心思在它上面了，而阅读文章反正都会摆在那里，跑不了，所以不着急。这种想法是错误的。在这里须重点强调——阅读部分的笔记与听力部分的笔记同等重要。一个良好的阅读笔记是听力内容得到完美印证的基础。

不知道大家有没有留意一个细节：播放录音时，阅读文章的界面就会消失，听力结束之后它又会重新出现。

“好奇怪，反正最终作答的时候界面上还会显示阅读文章，那么ETS为什么不让它一直保持显示的状态呢？”

这是一个好问题！之所以ETS要如此折腾，原因就在于它怕大家会参考着阅读文章来听录音，这样几乎就没有难度了。在综合写作部分，我们认为听力难，往往不是因为听不懂，而是因为听的时候很茫然，分不清哪些信息是无用的，哪些信息是需要重点记录并分析的。而当阅读文章的框架结构一目了然时，我们势必会知道其中一共讨论了哪几点以及有哪些相应的论据，当然也就可以有针对性地听出听力对于阅读中某个方面内容的态度，并分析出两者之间的关系。为了避免此种情况，同时凸显ETS的权威性和专业性，它就把阅读部分暂时隐藏了。但这难不倒我们，因为我要给大家介绍一个独门秘籍——“寄生型笔记”。

所谓“寄生”是这样的，针对阅读文本在有限的时间内尽可能地列出一个较为完整的笔记内容，而后在听“lecture”的时候就可以对比已经记录下来的一条条内容，圈圈点点，其实也就是将听力文本的笔记嵌入阅读笔记之中去。

“文勇老师，那怎样的信息是重要的呢？仅仅是罗列出来的几个分论点吗？”

其实不然，事实证明更多情况下的考点出在了细节信息上，比如支持分论点成立的一些论据或者反驳分论点的具体依据。ETS就是依据考生对于关键细节信息捕捉的完整程度来判定最终分数的，如“limited”、“fair”或者“good”。所以我给出的建议就是：“在综合写作的开始部分我们就要先动手了，一边阅读一边敲定笔记内容，包括整体的框架结构、几个分论点以及对应的论据等，确保读完之后头脑中有一个很清楚的思路，这样在听听力时，就更容易找到两者之间的联系了。”

阅读文本的笔记需要完整到何种程度呢？如果我们只是泛泛地瞥一眼，只能做到有个印象，但是对于答题没有帮助。刚刚我们也大概提了一下，需要写下来这个文本的主观点以及它所包括的几个分论点，还有每个分论点的各自论证过程中提及的一些关键细节。当然大家在这3分钟内需要保持高度紧张状态，因为可以毫不夸张地说综合写作的成败在此一举。

在这里，我给大家介绍一些做阅读和听力笔记的小诀窍。如下所示：


① 记录最重要的名词，即成为被讨论对象的名词或关键细节，在不引起歧义的情况下可使用缩写，如salvage logging写成SL
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 。

② 用序号把总观点和分论点标记清楚。

③ 用“→”表示逻辑链。

④ 用“（＋）”与“（－）”分别表示阅读文章或者听力文本内部的“加强、正向作用/肯定或积极态度”以及“削弱、负向作用/否定或消极态度”。

⑤ 用“（×）”与“（√）”分别表示听力文本与阅读文本之间的“赞同”以及“反对”，体现听力部分对阅读相关部分的立场和态度。

⑥ 用括号括出举的例子。

⑦ 用方框框出听力文本中出现的新信息点。

⑧ 用圆圈标注出听力部分与阅读部分之间相交的信息点。

（特别提醒：文章的“背景部分”以及“下定义的部分”不需要记笔记，因为它们并不涉及任何观点和态度。）



记完阅读部分的笔记之后，这时候再去听“lecture”，就知道应该重点留意哪些内容了。根据实际情况在阅读笔记上简单做一下标记，凡是有标记的地方就说明了“关系”二字的存在，我们接下来需要做的就是稍微组织一下语言，清楚、简洁地把它们之间的关系描述出来，这样就会写出一篇非常符合要求的文章。

可能有些考生还是不太明白，下面我就以一篇文章为例吧，大家可以参考一下。

阅读文章：


①Frequent forest fires and storms in North America have disastrous effects on forests. Vast areas of forests are left destroyed after fires and storms. In order to deal with the aftermath, a measure called salvage logging is adopted. Salvage logging refers to the practice of cutting down and removing damaged trees in areas affected by fires or storms. Supporters believe the practice offers several potential benefits.

②First, salvage logging clears spaces which are needed for forest regeneration. After a storm or fire, hefty burned or damaged trunks cram spaces to hinder the growth of new trees. Removing these trees provides large expanses of spaces which can accelerate tree growth.

③Second, by removing damaged trees, insect infestation can be prevented. Scientific studies have shown that burned or decayed trees are the best habitats of harmful insects. For instance, spruce beetles multiply in trunks and branches of damaged trees. By removing them, new trees will be better protected from these harmful insects.

④Third, salvage logging provides considerable economical benefits. Forest fires severely damage the local economy. However, by recycling damaged trees, local businesses can compensate for their losses. Furthermore, it provides job opportunities for the local residents because removing these trees demands hundreds of workers.
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如果我们把文章之中最重要的实意内容标出来，应该是如下的样子：


①Frequent forest fires and storms in North America have disastrous effects on forests. Vast areas of forests are left destroyed after fires and storms. In order to deal with the aftermath, a measure called salvage logging is adopted. Salvage logging refers to the practice of cutting down and removing damaged trees in areas affected by fires or storms. Supporters believe the practice offers several potential benefits.

②First, salvage logging clears spaces which are needed for forest regeneration. After a storm or fire, hefty burned or damaged trunks cram spaces to hinder the growth of new trees. Removing these trees provides large expanses of spaces which can accelerate tree growth.

③Second, by removing damaged trees, insect infestation can be prevented. Scientific studies have shown that burned or decayed trees are the best habitats of harmful insects. For instance, spruce beetles multiply in trunks and branches of damaged trees. By removing them, new trees will be better protected from these harmful insects.

④Third, salvage logging provides considerable economical benefits. Forest fires severely damage the local economy. However, by recycling damaged trees, local businesses can compensate for their losses. Furthermore, it provides job opportunities for the local residents because removing these trees demands hundreds of workers.



我再次强调，要以阅读文章的笔记为主，记得越多越好。阅读部分笔记如下：

第1段：
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看完阅读文章第1段后，我们发现作者对于SL的态度是正面的，所以我们在笔记上标注“SL（+）”。前面说过，文章的“背景部分”和“下定义部分”不需要记笔记，而阅读文章第1段的前3句属于背景性的介绍，第4句属于下定义，因此都不需要记录。真正值得记录的是最后一句“Supporters believe the practice offers several potential benefits”，该句表明阅读文章对SL的观点是正面的评价，这也是为什么笔记中第1段只记录“SL（+）”。

第2段：
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在阅读文章中，由“First, salvage logging clears spaces which are needed for forest regeneration”一句可知，阅读文章中说“SL增加了Space，有利于Forest Restoration”，因此笔记做如上记录。

有的考生可能会疑惑：

“文勇老师，只记‘SL增加Space’，也就是前半部分不行吗？”

不行，这是笔记较为关键的一点。为什么一定要将逻辑链条描述完整呢？因为听力不见得针对逻辑链的前半部分阐述态度，也可能是针对后半部分。为讲解方便，我先带领大家看看听力文本的第2段，即主干段。由“If they are removed, soil will be deprived of good nutrition”可得出“SL减少Nutrition”，若阅读部分的笔记逻辑链条没有完整记录，只记录了“SL增加Space”，而在听力部分却听到“SL减少Nutrition”，那么这两条短的逻辑链只是分别描述SL导致的两种不同的结果而已，并不存在相互驳斥关系；我们不能认为文章之中描述的两个不同的信息是反驳关系，其实二者只是不相干而已。只有将阅读部分的逻辑链条完整记录成“SL增加Space进而有利于Forest Restoration”，才能厘清听力和阅读的关系，即“SL减少Nutrition，进而不利于Forest Restoration”。

第3段：
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阅读文章提出SL对Insect Infestation 起阻碍作用，且以Spruce Beetle作为例证。

第4段：

[image: ]


阅读文章提出SL有利于Economical Benefits，并由减少Loss和增加Job Opportunity两个方面作支撑。

听力文本：


①Salvage logging may offer some apparent benefits, but in fact, it may cause damages to forest regeneration and the local economy.

②First, the reading claims that by removing damaged trunks spaces will be cleared for future tree growth. In fact, damaged or rotten trees provide valuable nutrition for the soil. If they are removed, soil will be deprived of good nutrition.

③Second, salvage logging may seem be able to prevent insect infestation, for example, spruce beetles. In fact, spruce beetles have lived in the forests for a long time and have not done any serious harm. Furthermore, because decayed trees can provide habitats of beneficial birds and insects, salvage logging might reduce the numbers of these beneficial species.

④Third, salvage logging may seem to offer economical benefits, but in fact forest fires usually change the whole area into such a mess that to remove damaged trees, very expensive transportation vehicles are needed, for instance, helicopters. And the job has to be carried out by skillful workers, who are often outsiders and cannot be provided by the local community.
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听力笔记是在阅读笔记的基础上而做的，二者相结合的过程如下：

第1段：
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听力第1段提出对SL的反对态度。

第2段：
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前面我们针对阅读文章做了该图的上半部分，由听力第2段“If they are removed, soil will be deprived of good nutrition”一句不难看出，SL对Nutrition起的是消极作用，因而也不利于Forest Restoration，这样听力和阅读的笔记就结合起来了。注意用方框框出听力中出现的新信息点，用圆圈圈出与阅读相交的信息点。

第3段：
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听力中说的是Spruce Beetle实际对森林无害，而且提出了新的论据“SL减少Beneficial Birds & Insects”来支撑观点。这也就意味着听力使用了两种方法来反驳阅读的文章（无疑，这两个反驳的路径都必须在综合写作的过程之中被提及）：其一，是对原文所提出的论据的真实性进行反驳；其二，是给出一个新论据，得出与原论据相悖的结论。

第4段：
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听力说，由于Transportation Vehicle的使用，Loss不会减少，又由于需要Outsiders，因而Job Opportunity不会增加，最终使得Economical Benefits不能实现。

从这里我们可以看到，寄生型笔记的优点是不需要记录太多新内容，只需要标注听力对已有阅读文章的信息是如何评判的，以及个别时候提到的新论据，并将二者相关联的部分描述清楚即可。也就是说，大部分的时间我们需要做的只是验证信息而非发现信息。事实上，验证信息要比发现信息更重要。

最终成型的完整的寄生型笔记如下图所示：
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参考文章：


①The reading and listening passages debate the pros and cons of the practice of salvage logging. The reading material outlines its three major benefits, which are all contradicted by the listening material.

②Firstly, the reading passage claims that salvage logging provides spaces for forest growth. However, the speaker claims that salvage logging makes the soil less nutritious because there would be no damaged trees to provide nutrition for the soil after they decay, which will actually deter the restoration of trees. This practically refutes the reading's claim.

③Secondly, the reading passage argues that salvage logging controls harmful insects, spruce beetles for instance. In contrast, the speaker believes that spruce beetles do not pose harm. And he further argues that salvage logging, by removing decayed trees as habitats, reduces the numbers of beneficial species.

④Finally, the reading claims that salvage logging provides economical benefits. Two reasons are provided. For one thing, it helps local companies to reduce losses by recycling damaged trees. Second, it provides job opportunities to local people. According to the speaker, however, this is not the case. First, salvage logging requires transportation such as helicopters, which further increases expense. For another thing, salvage logging demands skillful workers, who are, usually, not from the local community, so there won't be more jobs for local people.
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2. 一般“三大点”，“小点”不定

这个小技巧与文章结构有关。一般来说，阅读文章会阐述“三大点”，即3个分论点。相应地，听力部分也会是“三大点”。这是各位心里需要清楚的事实，一旦在考试时发现自己的笔记中的分论点少于“三大点”，就要提高警惕了，检查是否有遗漏的地方（这是经验之谈，当然也有例外，不过非常少见）。

所谓的“小点”则指的是分论点之下的细节信息。每个分论点的内部一般会给出1～3个“小点”，听力大多数情况下是反驳阅读的，而具体的反驳路径可以归类为以下几种：

① 给出新证据，得出相悖的结论

② 反对已有证据

③ 承认现有证据，进行不同解读

3. 自己准备表示赞同和表示反驳的句型，切勿请人代劳

准备有用的句型是在备考时应下功夫的地方。老师（包括我在内）可能会带着大家一起看看范文，但在这个过程中，考生们要自己思考并选择所需句式、句型，实现文章的个性化，并保持风格的统一。毫无疑问，随便翻一翻范文书，各位就能找到大把大把的可以应用到综合写作上的有用句型，无论是表达赞同还是反驳。大家应该从中选取一两种自己喜欢并擅长的句型背过，以确保即使大脑处于高度紧张的状态中也不会忘记。

请注意，选择的标准并不是“长、难、高级”，而是“简练、清楚”。坦白来讲，句型句式只是框架、形式而已，而文章内容才是核心和实质。由于整体的写作需要保持一致的语言使用水平和统一的风格（否则会被识别为有背模版或抄袭的嫌疑而被扣分），所以背句型的时候不要专挑最长、最难、最绕的句子，那样只会给自己徒增麻烦，而且也并不一定能真正对拿高分帮上忙。

“文勇老师，你态度这么坚决，是真心为我们好呢？还是自己想偷懒？”

很多人（包括老师和考生）都尝试总结或制造模板，这看似是一劳永逸的事，但实际情况却并非如大家想象般美好。一味追求广为流传的模板是有风险的，容易被判雷同（即使事后提出申诉，一般也不能起死回生，只好自认倒霉了），所以我不建议各位背诵其他人总结好的模板，而是自己去找寻和发现，凡是看到合适的、喜欢的就记下来，构造属于自己风格的写作套路。

4. 直接在电脑上打草稿，之后替换

这是个细节上的技巧，但也不容忽视。当针对一个话题或者观点写文章的时候，我通常都会建议大家先在头脑中思考一下，想想大体的框架结构。如果想过之后还是没有理顺，那么就需要更进一步，把它较为细致地列出来，包括几个分论点以及适合充当论据的例子、数字等细节信息。这时就要注意我所说的列出来并不是在纸上，而是在电脑上敲出来。即使心中的想法还不够成熟，我也建议各位先敲进去，等稍后确定之后再替换。因为考试的时候是以输入电脑的答案为准的，纸上列得再全再好也没用，所以身处“e时代”的我们要习惯直接敲字的答题方式。同时，这个好习惯也能帮助我们节省不少时间。

以上就是综合写作部分的题型技巧，其中关于记笔记的知识异常重要，请大家认真消化，其他几条了解就好。一直以来，可能大家都比较“轻视”综合写作，认为“只不过是针对两篇文章的关系随便作个总结，挑几点稍微一写，字数就够了”。其实不然，综合写作虽为总结性的内容，但是也要找准切入点，正确得当地分析才可。我们的目标不能只是字数上的完成，而应该按照我刚刚给出的建议练习、答题，这样才会提高水平，考出理想的分数。

（三）实例分析

综合写作练习实例一

我们按照真实的考试顺序来进行，各位先花3分钟的时间来看如下这篇文章吧。注意：这里我所要求的动作是“读”和“记”同时进行，用刚刚提到的方法来完成寄生型笔记。

阅读文章：


①In the United States, employees typically work five days a week for eight hours each day. However, many employees want to work a four-day week and are willing to accept less pay in order to do so. A mandatory policy requiring companies to offer their employees the option of working a four-day workweek for four-fifths (80 percent) of their normal pay would benefit the economy as a whole as well as the individual companies and the employees who decided to take the option.

②The shortened workweek would increase company profits because employees would feel more rested and alert, and as a result, they would make fewer costly errors in their work. Hiring more staff to ensure that the same amount of work would be accomplished would not result in additional payroll costs because four-day employees would only be paid 80 percent of the normal rate. In the end, companies would have fewer overworked and error-prone employees for the same money, which would increase company profits.

③For the country as a whole, one of the primary benefits of offering this option to employees is that it would reduce unemployment rates. If many full-time employees started working fewer hours, some of their workload would have to be shifted to others. Thus, for every four employees who went on an 80 percent week, a new employee could be hired at the 80 percent rate.

④Finally, the option of a four-day workweek would be better for individual employees. Employees who could afford a lower salary in exchange for more free time could improve the quality of their lives by spending the extra time with their families, pursuing private interests, or enjoying leisure activities.
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请在下框中做笔记：
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在阅读部分完毕，开始听力部分之前，大家心中应该清楚文中所表达的大概内容了，而且手中也应该已经有了如下的笔记框架（不苛求与我整理的一模一样，但至少要类似）。
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这时候最为艰难的环节已宣告结束，下面是听力部分，因为我们手中有了可靠的笔记作保障，所以接下来就会轻松很多了，需要做的只是根据听力快速定位到阅读的相应部分，在关键词或缩写上做一些标记，以示二者之间的关系。

听力文本：


①Offering employees the option of a four-day workweek won't affect the company profits, economic conditions or the lives of employees in the ways the reading suggests.

②First, offering a four-day workweek will probably force companies to spend more, possibly a lot more. Adding new workers means putting much more money into providing training and medical benefits. Remember the costs of things like health benefits can be the same whether an employee works four days or five. And having more employees also requires more office space and more computers. These additional costs would quickly cut into company profits.

③Second, with respect to overall employment, it doesn't follow that once some employees choose a four-day workweek, many more jobs will become available. Hiring new workers is costly, as I argued a moment ago. And companies have other options. They might just choose to ask their employees to work overtime to make up the difference. Worse, companies might raise expectations. They might start to expect that their four-day employees can do the same amount of work they used to do in five days. If this happens, then no additional jobs will be created and current jobs will become more unpleasant.

④Finally, while a four-day workweek offers employees more free time to invest in their personal lives, it also presents some risks that could end up reducing their quality of life. Working a shorter week can decrease employees' job stability and harm their chances for advancing their careers. Four-day employees are likely to be the first to lose their jobs during an economic downturn. They may also be passed over for promotions because companies might prefer to have five-day employees in management positions to ensure continuous coverage and consistent supervision for the entire workweek.

TPO-1:综合写作



认真听完之后，之前的笔记内容就会变成如下的样子，材料内部的结构框架以及相互之间存在的或赞成或反对的关系便一目了然了。
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我们需要做的最后一步只是把二者的关系细致且详细地解释一下，总结成文就可以了。请在下框中写作文，或在电脑上写作文：
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参考文章：


The reading passage suggests that the employees should be allowed to work a four-day week for four-fifths of their normal pay, and gives several advantages for this proposal. The lecture, however, denies these advantages one by one.

First, the reading passage points out that a four-day workweek can benefit the company. For one thing, employees would make fewer costly errors at work when they could get more rest through a shortened workweek. At the same time, even if a shortened workweek means the company has to hire more people, since employees only get four-fifths of their normal pay, the company doesn't have to pay additional salary to the staff. Therefore, a four-day workweek would increase the company profits. The lecture, however, believes that company profits will actually be lowered by the change because the company will have to spend more on training and medical benefits as well as on more space and computers when it hires more people to compensate for the shorter workweek for individuals.

What's more, the reading passage claims that as companies will have to hire more people, the country's unemployment rate will be reduced. Yet, the lecture doubts the claim. The companies might just ask their current employees to work overtime or manage to finish the five-day work in four days. In the end, no additional jobs will be created while the current ones will become even more resented.

And lastly, the reading passage assumes that with one more day off, the employees' quality of living would be improved as they could spend more time with their families and on other activities. This is refuted in the lecture because spending less time at work reduces the likelihood of the employees' promotion and increases the possibility of their being sacked during an economic crisis, which in turn would harm their quality of life.
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综合写作练习实例二

阅读文章：


①In many organizations, perhaps the best way to approach certain new projects is to assemble a group of people into a team. Having a team of people attack a project offers several advantages. First of all, a group of people has a wider range of knowledge, expertise, and skills than any single individual is likely to possess. Also, because of the numbers of people involved and the greater resources they possess, a group can work more quickly in response to the task assigned to it and can come up with highly creative solutions to problems and issues. Sometimes these creative solutions come about because a group is more likely to make risky decisions that an individual might not undertake. This is because the group spreads responsibility for a decision to all the members and thus no single individual can be held accountable if the decision turns out to be wrong.

②Taking part in a group process can be very rewarding for members of the team. Team members who have a voice in making a decision will no doubt feel better about carrying out the work that is entailed by the decision than they might doing work that is imposed on them by others. Also, the individual team member has a much better chance to “shine”, to get his or her contributions and ideas not only recognized but recognized as highly significant, because a team's overall results can be more far-reaching and have greater impact than what might have otherwise been possible for the person to accomplish or contribute working alone.
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请在下框中做笔记：
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参考笔记如下：
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接下来就是播放“lecture”了，大家需要在此基础上圈圈点点、打钩或者画叉，找出听力与阅读两个材料之间的关系。

听力文本：


①Now I want to tell you about what one company found when it decided that it would turn over some of its new projects to teams of people, and make the team responsible for planning the projects and getting the work done. After about six months, the company took a look at how well the teams performed.

②On virtually every team, some members got almost a “free ride”…they didn't contribute much at all, but if their team did a good job, they nevertheless benefited from the recognition the team got. And what about group members who worked especially well and who provided a lot of insight on problems and issues? Well…the recognition for a job well done went to the group as a whole, no names were named. So it won't surprise you to learn that when the real contributors were asked how they felt about the group process, their attitude was just the opposite of what the reading predicts.

③Another finding was that some projects just didn't move very quickly. Why? Because it took so long to reach consensus; it took many, many meetings to build the agreement among group members about how they would move the project along. On the other hand, there were other instances where one or two people managed to become very influential over what their group did. Sometimes when those influencers said “That will never work” about an idea the group was developing, the idea was quickly dropped instead of being further discussed. And then there was another occasion when a couple influencers convinced the group that a plan of theirs was “highly creative.” And even though some members tried to warn the rest of the group that the project was moving in directions that might not work, they were basically ignored by other group members. Can you guess the ending to this story? When the project failed, the blame was placed on all the members of the group.
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请在上面的笔记基础上做记号，参考笔记如下：
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请在下框中写作文，或在电脑上写作文：
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参考文章：


The reading passage claims that putting a project under charge of a team of people has several advantages, which are doubted in the lecture.

To begin with, the reading passage assumes that the result of a team-work will be better. Because a group possesses more knowledge, skills and resources than any single individual, it can find solutions more quickly. And these solutions are often more creative both because they draw on the thoughts of more minds and because it is easier for a group to make out fresh yet potentially risky decisions since the responsibility falls on all members rather than on any individual. Yet the lecture contends that it actually takes much longer time for so many people to reach an agreement, so a team is actually not prone to quick decision. Besides, the final decision might be highly influenced by some dominant people. Thus, more people don't necessarily mean wiser decisions or better result.

Furthermore, the reading passage believes that team-work benefits each individual. With all members taking part in the process of reaching a decision, they will feel more spirited about carrying out the plan. Apart from this, an individual will have a better chance to shine because the team's overall results can be more far-reaching and impressive than what any individual could accomplish. But the lecture points out that, because the recognition for a job well done goes to a team instead of any specific individual, the real contributor might remain anonymous and be frustrated. On the other hand, both the influencers mentioned above and free riders fail the scheme of participation in the decision making process for everyone. So working in a team may actually reward each member worse.
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综合写作练习实例三

阅读文章：


①Rembrandt is the most famous of the seventeenth-century Dutch painters. However, there are doubts whether some paintings attributed to Rembrandt were actually painted by him. One such painting is known as attributed to Rembrandt because of its style, and indeed the representation of the woman's face is very much like that of portraits known to be by Rembrandt. But there are problems with the painting that suggest it could not be a work by Rembrandt.

②First, there is something inconsistent about the way the woman in the portrait is dressed. She is wearing a white linen cap of a kind that only servants would wear—yet the coat she is wearing has a luxurious fur collar that no servant could afford. Rembrandt, who was known for his attention to the details of his subjects' clothing, would not have been guilty of such an inconsistency.

③Second, Rembrandt was a master of painting light and shadow, but in this painting these elements do not fit together. The face appears to be illuminated by light reflected onto it from below. But below the face is the dark fur collar, which would absorb light rather than reflect it. So the face should appear partially in shadow—which is not how it appears. Rembrandt would never have made such an error.

④Finally, examination of the back of the painting reveals that it was painted on a panel made of several pieces of wood glued together. Although Rembrandt often painted on wood panels, no painting known to be by Rembrandt uses a panel glued together in this way from several pieces of wood.

⑤For these reasons the painting was removed from the official catalog of Rembrandt's paintings in the 1930s.
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请在下框中做笔记：
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参考笔记如下：
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接下来进入听力部分，看看二者有何联系。

听力文本：


①Everything you just read about “Portrait of an Elderly Woman in a White Bonnet” is true, and yet after a thorough re-examination of the painting, a panel of experts has recently concluded that it's indeed a work by Rembrandt. Here is why.

②First, the fur collar. X-rays and analysis of the pigments in the paint have shown that the fur collar wasn't part of the original painting. The fur collar was painted over the top of the original painting about a hundred years after the painting was made. Why? Someone probably wanted to increase the value of the painting by making it look like a formal portrait of an aristocratic lady.

③Second, the supposed error with light and shadow. Once the paint of the added fur color was removed, the original could be seen. In the original painting, the woman is wearing a simple collar of light-colored cloth. The light-colored cloth of this collar reflects light that illuminates part of the woman's face. That's why the face is not in partial shadow. So in the original painting, light and shadow are very realistic and just what we would expect from Rembrandt.

④Finally, the wood panel. It turns out that when the fur collar was added, the wood panel was also enlarged with extra wood pieces glued to the sides and the top to make the painting more grand and more valuable. So the original painting is actually painted on a single piece of wood, as would be expected from a Rembrandt painting. And in fact, researchers have found that the piece of wood in the original form of “Portrait of an Elderly Woman in a White Bonnet” is from the very same tree as the wood panel used for another painting by Rembrandt, his “Self-portrait with a Hat”.
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请在上面的笔记基础上做记号，参考笔记如下：
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请在下框中写作文，或在电脑上写作文：
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参考文章：


The reading passage raises several doubts about one painting, suggesting that it could not be Rembrandt's work, while the lecture clears these doubts one by one.

First of all, the reading passage points out that Rembrandt is famous for the attention he pays to his subject's clothing, yet in this painting, the woman's cheap cap is inconsistent with her expensive fur collar. However, the lecture explains that X-ray and analysis of the pigments have shown that the fur collar was not part of the original painting, but was only added later in an attempt to increase the painting's value.

Second, the reading passage mentions that the wrong use of light and shadow in the portrait which is reflected by the contradiction of the dark fur collar and the woman's face lighted from below, can never come under Rembrandt's brush. Continuing with the discovery by experts mentioned above, the lecture explains that with the added fur collar removed, the original light colored cloth collar was revealed, and the light and shadow on the woman's face turned out to be perfectly right.

Finally, the reading passage contends that the portrait was painted on a panel made of several pieces of wood glued together, but Rembrandt used wood panel of no such kind. The lecture then reveals that the original painting was actually painted on a single piece of wood from the same tree of Rembrandt's another painting. And the other wood pieces were added to the original frame to make it look grander at the same time when the fur collar was added.
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注释


[1]
 综合写作考查了包括听、读、写在内的多方面能力。在这里我所指的轻松拿“good”当然是建立在听力水平还可以的基础上，请大家注意这个前提条件。听得懂才能理解得到位，听力方面有待加强的考生要努力追赶才是。


[2]
 用英文缩写以及符号代替词语来表达，既省时，结构也清楚。刚开始各位可能有些不习惯，但慢慢地就会对它们变得敏感起来了。阅读部分用缩写还有另外一个理所当然的原因——在最后写作的时候会给出阅读原文。但也不可滥用，以免听听力时反应不过来对应关系。大家要把握合适的度，使得缩写和符号的使用得心应手。


二、独立写作

（一）考试形式

独立写作部分是真正意义上的作文。ETS会给出一个话题或者观点以供讨论，要求考生在30分钟内完成一篇300个单词以上的文章。

与GRE、GMAT等考试不同，坦率来讲，托福是一门“炫耀”型的考试（所谓“炫耀”，是指托福写作考试评分标准更关注语言的水平，并非内容的丰满或是深邃——这让考生在写作时更注重展现自己具备熟练使用某种句法的能力，而非展示自己具备诸多冷僻的知识。在情绪上，考生要有展示自己所擅长的句法的情绪，而不是简单地表达自己所想说的话。考生对于语言能力的展现的努力甚至在某种程度上来说近乎炫耀）。独立写作部分要求的字数并不多，只有300多个单词，这对考生来说，大有空子可钻。各位不妨试想一下，如果字数猛增到3000个单词，我们不管怎样努力，都不可能面面俱到的，稍有疏忽便会原形毕露。对于托福独立写作这个部分，由于篇幅有限，大家不至于过多地暴露出不足之处，即使水平一般的考生，完全也可以通过提前构思一些漂亮的词法、技巧和句式来扬长避短地呈现出一篇质量不错的文章。这样的短期备考方案事实上也是建立在托福考试作文篇幅不长的基础上才能有的投机小技巧。我们完全可以提前精心准备一番，如怎样开头，怎样结尾，写转折的时候有意识地构造暗转折，举例的时候也尽量少用标志词，多在内容上下功夫……等到考试的时候讨巧地“包装”一下，向rater展现一篇逻辑合理、语言考究的文章。

对于字数方面的建议，我的观点是尽可能地多写，把文章的篇幅尽量拉长。要知道独立写作部分对于文章水平的要求更严格，体现在语言、内容、逻辑结构等诸多方面，而完整全面的呈现则是需要建立在一定的篇幅之上的。当然大家要有信心，通过扎实的训练之后，这也是最见成效的部分。

（二）解题技巧

先问大家一个很基本的问题：“三段论
 ”和“四段论
 
[1]

 ”哪个更好？

虽然大家都有些思维定式了，认为写文章无非就是“总—分—总”的格式，首段提出观点，结尾段总结并给出建设性意见和方案，而中间则分3段论证。我们在本书的开始部分中提到过这种写法，它也已经为大家接受。但是在这里我要提倡各位尽量多动脑筋，争取在中间部分写4点出来。翻过OG的考生是否注意过一句话呢？“The number of ideas you express is important, but it is the quality of your ideas and the effectiveness with which you express them that will be most valued by the raters.”（你表达的观点数量很重要，但阅卷老师最看重的是你的观点的质量和表达效果。）

“我读过这句话，不就是强调表达观点时语言和逻辑很重要吗？”

诚然，好多考生都注意到了“but”之后的内容，知道要言之有物，同时要好好组织语言来准确表达自己的观点，却忽视了前半句话指出的“The number of ideas you express is important”。即，如果能在“三段论”的基础上再多给出一个合适的角度，那就更占优势了，绝对会是亮点和加分项。

如下是高分作文的标准，大家可以作为参考，逐一进行对照，并且有所侧重地完善自己的不足之处。


An essay at this level largely accomplishes all of the following:

● effectively addresses the topic and task；

● is well organized and well developed, using clearly appropriate explanations, exemplifications, and/or details；

● displays unity, progression, and coherence；

● displays consistent facility in the use of language；

● demonstrating syntactic variety, appropriate word choice, and idiomaticity, though it may have minor lexical or grammatical errors.



（三）题目分类

大家会习惯性地对考试题目进行分类，例如把托福阅读部分的题目划分为词汇题、推理题等10种常规题型。同样，对于写作中的考题我们也会分类，使考生写文章时可以针对不同类型的题目采用不同的写作方法和技巧。

1. 关于分类的错误暗示

在开始“分类”之前，先讨论一下为什么要分类。有些考生可能会认为这是因为题目会涉及不同的领域和背景，划分清楚有助于完善自己的背景知识，保证写作的时候手中有足够的、可供发挥的材料。还有考生在考前构思、背诵机经题目的范文，以期得到满意的分数。殊不知，这是错误的做法，并不提倡。

a. 背景知识真的有意义吗？

可能好多考生看到过诸如教育类、历史类、环境类、生活类等题目分类，见得多了之后，心中不免暗想：要写出一篇优秀文章，就应该对不同类型的题目有一定的了解，于是就在考前背诵了一些相关的背景知识（理工科的考生一般对科学类的文章比较擅长，所以就狂补文科类的文章；反之，文科生可能对历史比较擅长，所以就恶补一些理科类的文章）。可是大家仔细思考一下，这种做法真的有道理吗？

要知道，托福是一门不考查背景知识的考试。

我在各种各样的场合都在强调这个概念，无论是阅读、写作，还是听力，考点都不在于背景知识。面对一篇陌生话题的阅读文章，按照恰当的技巧和方法，我们照样能做对题目；同样，在写作中，即使我们不精通某个题目所涉及的专业知识，但只要具备基本常识，也能写出一篇不错的文章。ETS官方曾强调过“None of the topics requires specialized knowledge. Most topics are general and are based on the common experience of people in general and students in particular”（所有的话题都不要求考生具备相应的专业知识。大多数话题都比较宽泛，并且内容与普通人群或者学生群体的经历相关），所以大家在考试前无须恶补各专业背景知识，在考试时也没有必要绞尽脑汁地列举很特别、很精彩、独辟蹊径的论据，只要能很好地进行论证就可以了，像伽利略、爱迪生、达尔文这些家喻户晓的人物照样可以出现，依然可以拿高分。好文章的根本与关键之处并不在于内容是否深邃，而是在于表达是否恰当、逻辑是否严谨。只要论点鲜明、论据充分、层层展开、结构清楚，就符合一般要求了。如果同时内容深邃的话，固然会锦上添花，当然不具备专业背景知识也无妨，因为它不是必备条件。希望大家记住：

托福是一个考查写作能力的考试，它更注重语言功底而非知识的丰富程度。

题库中的题目并不是附带标准答案的问答题，所以及时就话题来扩充专业背景也并不能帮助写作能力糟糕的考生短时期内写出流畅且优美的文章。提高写作分数最重要的是提高写作能力与技巧，而不是仅仅盲目且辛苦地储备大量背景知识。

b. 提前写好和背诵真的有帮助吗？

有些考生认为提前写好机经里的文章，并且背诵大量范文，可以增大得高分的把握。可是这个做法真的有帮助吗？其实，这种做法的帮助并不大。

首先，这种做法会导致文章的语句间存在鲜明的水平差异。即使我们提前写好了大量不同题目的文章，并且找老师精心修改了一番，并背诵下来，考试时也没多大作用。因为考场的氛围难免让人紧张，对于范文的回忆多少会打些折扣；即使能想起整篇文章，也不能保证考题与自己事先准备的文章完全匹配，即文章并不能直接照搬过来，需要做一些或大或小的修改和替换。临场即兴想出来的句子和提前准备好的句子必定有差距，风格和水平良莠不齐，显得很蹩脚，而rater在评判时会有意关注语言风格和水平的不一致，来鉴别考生的真实实力。换句话说，rater不会因为文中出现了几个漂亮出彩的单词或句型便大方送分，而是会带着苛刻的眼光进行审视，如果被怀疑预先背题或抄袭，就很难拿到高分了。

其次，背诵容易导致例子与其证明对象之间的不一致。有些考生会选择背一个大长例子，认为这样信息足够多、足够全，心里更有底，然后考试时直接放进去。没错，背诵的例子的确很好，无可挑剔，但是如果我们对它不加修改的话，很多情况下可能会出现例子与论证对象之间联系不紧密、相关度不高、论证效果不强的问题。例如考生甲背了一个“电脑给人们生活带来帮助”的例子，里面谈到“电脑使人们之间的联系更加方便，让人们更快地获得并交换大量的信息，提高工作效率”，但是写作题目问的却是“With the help of technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly”（在技术的帮助下，学生现在可以了解更多的信息，也能更快速地学习）。这就麻烦了，因为“电脑”只是“科技”的一种；题目中提到的主体对象为“学生”，不是泛泛的“人们”；而且题目中强调“电脑对于学生学习的帮助”这一方面，并不涉及“电脑对于人们的沟通和工作方面的帮助”等内容，所以整个例子中很大比重的内容都与题目不相关，派不上用场。如果考生甲为了凑字数，或者明明知道只有部分内容可以用，却懒得改或者不知道如何改，把整个例子都照搬上去了，反而不恰当，可谓过犹不及，无疑是个败笔。

论据要重“质”而非“量”，以论证的有效性为准，如果所论述的内容讲不到点子上，篇幅再长也是徒劳，白费笔墨，这需要凭借写作技巧和语言能力来酌情修改已有内容。ETS也明确警告考生“Do not ‘memorize’ long introductory and concluding paragraphs just to add words to your essay. Raters will not look favorably on wordy introductory and concluding paragraphs such as the following…”（不要为了凑字数而背诵长的引语段和结语段。评审不会喜欢如下这类冗长的引语段和结语段……）。虽然ETS没有明确指出不要背诵长例子，可是一旦发现考生不管三七二十一地把一些事先背诵好的段落硬塞到文章里面凑字数，rater自然也不会喜欢。

2. “问法特点识别”与相应的展开路径

与其说是“问法式分类”，不如说是“问法特点识别”，其依据是“题目的提问特点”，但要注意的是，有些题目可能兼具2个或2个以上的特点，所以说下面要讲到的“分类”可能是有重叠的，因而叫作“特点识别”可能更加合适。针对不同的提问方式会有不同的切题方法和展开方法（即不同的思路），并且针对同一提问方式也可能会有几种写作思路。在写作中除了提高语言能力之外，培养写作思路也很重要。因此，在这里讲分类或特点的主要目的就是帮助大家准确审题并确定写作思路，从而列出有条理的提纲。

我们会针对每种特点给出几种可行的切题方法和写作思路，但是只了解这些方法和思路肯定是不够的，还需要考生们从每个类别中分别挑选一部分题目出来，并且反复地练习，这样写作的基本功才能进一步巩固和提高。

看过“托福185题库”的考生们都不难发现，很多题目的提问方式都很类似。即使有些题目的提问方式不太相同，但仔细分析，会发现它们的实质是一样的。基于这种情况，我对“托福185题库”以及“2006—2014年新托福写作题目”进行了提问方式的特点归纳。一方面可以使考生们更加熟悉托福常见的提问方式/特点；另一方面希望考生们能够练出火眼金睛，可以透过现象看到提问的本质。

托福独立写作常见的提问特点有如下六种：“建议型”、“极端词型”、“比较型”、“因果关系陈述型”、“现象解释型”、“一般陈述型”。

a.建议型


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Boys and girls should attend separate schools. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

托福185题库077



这一类题目最明显的标志就是出现表示建议的词“should”。遇到这类题目，考生们可以从以下两个思路中任选一个进行展开：

第一：正面阐述，给出采取该建议的几个原因以及可能会带来的结果。

第二：反面阐述，列出不采取该建议的几个理由以及可能会带来的结果。

除此之外，在结尾处大家还可以根据实际情况，从以下两个方向中任选其一作为结束语：

第一：建议的可行性。在某些情况下，或许还可以在正面/反面分析后，加入少量文字，分析一下该建议是否可行。有些建议虽然会有正面影响，但是极难实施。

第二：同意采取该建议的话，文章末尾呼吁它的实施。

该类题目的写作顺序如下图所示：

[image: ]


从上图可直观看出，正面阐述中有两点：采取这个建议的原因及结果；反面阐述中有两点：不采取这个建议的原因及结果；建议是否可行可算是一点，文末呼吁也可以算一点。遇到建议型的题目时，我们可以将这六个点进行组合，形成思路。大家不妨分析一下以下两篇范文：


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be rewarded with incomes comparable to those of doctors, lawyers or business leaders. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2007.5.19

文章：

In 2009, David Tepper, manager of Appaloosa Management, received a salary of four million dollars. A brain surgeon will make anywhere between 150,000 to 270,000 dollars a year. An established lawyer can charge $400~500 an hour. Meanwhile, the professionals who have the greatest influence on these future fund managers and surgeons and lawyers—their teachers—make, on average, around $67,000 a year. This is a gross inequality of reward for service. Teachers deserve to be paid more—much more.

Some people may point out that teachers do not have the same long work hours as many of the other professionals. These people don't know what they are talking about. Yes, a typical public school teacher may appear to be working only during the hours that school is in session (nine to three PM on average), and may take the entire summer off. But in reality, teachers work many long hours before and after school—prepping for their classes, grading papers, designing exams, and so forth. If not teaching summer school (to try and bring in a few more dollars), many teachers are themselves attending classes to achieve an advanced degree (and thus a bump in salary). If one does the math, assuming a teacher works at least 40 hours a week for most of the year (with two weeks off for vacation), that's a total of 2,000 hours. At $67,000 that's $33.50 an hour. (Plumbers make more than that.)

If we wised up and started to pay teachers what they are really worth, we would have much better teachers. As it stands now, the U.S. ranks well below other countries in terms of student achievement in math and science. This is no surprise: Really brilliant mathematicians and physicists are probably going to seek their careers in the private sector, where they can command much higher salaries than what public school teachers get. But what if we offered our high school teachers $350,000 a year in salary? If we could populate our schools with the best and the brightest teachers, surely we would then see a significant increase in students' test scores. With such attractive salary levels, we could also afford to be very discriminating about whom we choose to teach our children; this in turn would make it even more likely that students in every part of our country, urban and rural, would receive a superior education.

“Teaching is not a lost art,” said historian Jacques Barzun, “but the regard for it is a lost tradition.” Let us strive to rediscover our regard for teachers by paying them appropriately.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



文章的观点是同意题目中的观点，即教师应得到与医生、律师和企业领导人相仿的工资。写作思路如下：

论述第一段先摆出观点，对比律师、医生、经理的收入和教师的收入，提出教师的薪水偏低，应该更高一些。

论述第二段先进行了让步：写一些人“不采取这个建议的原因”是他们认为教师的工作时间相对来说比较短。而后针对该观点进行驳斥，指出教师的工时并不少但时薪却很低。

论述第三段为“（不）采取该建议后会有怎样的结果”，指出：如果不采取该建议，公立学校可能会因为薪水低于私营机构而失去出色的教师，反之，如果我们采取该建议，给教师的薪水不错，会给各个地区的孩子提供更好的教育。

最后一段总结观点，重申要给教师支付合理薪水，呼应开头。

这篇文章事实上是将我们上述六点中的三点，即正面阐述中的两点和反面阐述中的第二点组合在一起后写成的。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Drivers should pay a certain amount of fee to drive on the city streets during the busiest hours of a day. Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.

TOEFL: 2007.1.14

文章：

I agree with the statement that drivers should pay a fee to drive on the city streets during the busiest hours of a day. Private car ownership is a characteristic of modern society and, although cars give people more convenience and are good for the economy, there are several negative impacts on society, such as pollution and traffic congestion. Pollution is bad for people's health and traffic congestion causes inefficiency due to low traffic speeds. In addition, increased car use causes more traffic accidents. Therefore, I believe it is important to lessen car use and a fee or congestion charge is an effective method.

A congestion charge, if set high enough, would deter people from using their cars during the busiest hours, thereby improving road efficiency, decreasing harmful emissions, and reducing accidents. Instead of using cars, more people would be encouraged to use public transportation, for instance buses and subway trains. This would help the development of a sustainable society. I am not convinced that less car use would be bad for the economy because a congestion charge could reduce traffic congestion without decreasing the number of people going shopping. The money raised could be invested in public transportation, further increasing its efficiency and attractiveness to people.

It is said that this kind of tax is unfair as it penalizes common people more than rich people, who are more able to afford the fee. However, this is true of any fee and I believe that the benefits of a congestion charge outweigh this disadvantage. This type of system has been successfully implemented in cities such as London and Stockholm and has proven to be an effective solution to congestion. I hope that Beijing can implement a similar system in the near future so we can benefit from cleaner air and better roads.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



文章的观点为接受“司机在繁忙时段行驶应交付一定费用”这一提议。

论述第一段写“采取这个建议的原因”，指出：车辆虽然给予了人们更多的便利，但也造成很多消极影响，如环境污染、交通堵塞及堵塞引起的交通事故等，因此减少车辆的使用很必要，而在繁忙时段征收费用将是一个有效的办法。

论述第二段为“采取这个建议后会有怎样的结果”，包括能鼓励人们乘坐公共交通，有利于可持续发展，并能提高交通效率、减少有害气体排放和减少交通事故。此外，采取这个建议后，即使私家车的使用减少，也不会减少购物人群的数量，不会出现很多人担心的对经济发展的不利影响。

论述第三段总结并进行呼吁，指出采取这个建议利大于弊，这个建议已经在其他很多城市实施，希望不久也可以再实施。

这篇文章是将上述六点中的三点，即正面阐述中的两点和结尾部分“呼吁建议的实施”这一点组合在一起构造成的。

看完以上几篇范文，希望大家可以明确这样一个概念：在遇到建议型题目时，先记住以上提到的六个切题点，然后根据题目的内容及自己的喜好从六个点中的几个点下手去构造一篇文章（一般最少三个点）。请注意，我们给出的点和思路并不是唯一和固定的，目的在于帮助大家在短时间内快速展开并确定思路，当然可以有很多其他或者更好的写作方法和思路，希望大家可以在此基础上进行有创造性的改造。

属于“建议型”的可供练习的题目还有以下这些：


2006—2014年新托福写作题目


2006.10.2（同2008.1.13）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities and colleges should give more challenging courses, even if the students cannot get good grades with such courses.


2007.1.14


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Drivers should pay a certain amount of fee to drive on the city streets during the busiest hours of a day.


2007.5.19


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be rewarded with incomes comparable to those of doctors, lawyers or business leaders.


2007.7.7


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? University students should be required to take basic science courses no matter what field they study.


2007.9.12


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should not be permitted to use mobile phones on public transportation vehicles, such as buses, trains or aeroplanes.


2007.10.17


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should require all their students to learn about foreign cultures as well as their own culture.


2007.10.28（同2009.8.8）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid according to how well his or her students perform.


2007.12.1


People should not pay for the public transportation. Do you agree or disagree?


2008.5.10


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Governments should spend more money in sponsoring arts than athletics (like state Olympics team).


2008.6.7


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing computer games is a waste of time. Children should not be allowed to do so.


2008.11.1


Students should spend a year to travel or to work before they go to college or university. Do you agree or disagree?


2009.2.14


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In order to be well-informed, one should get to know all the information from different news sources.


2009.1.23（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people should take several different kinds of jobs before they decide which career to take in the long term.


2009.3.28


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should make their social or political views known to students.


2009.5.9（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? To become financially responsible adults, people should be taught how to manage money at an early age.


2009.5.16


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The university students should be required to take at least a course that teaches them the culture of a country other than their own.


2009.5.30（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Younger school children (ages from five to ten) should be required to study art and music in addition to math, language, science and history.


2009.6.12（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? University students should take part-time jobs.


2009.6.13


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All university students should be required to take history courses no matter what field they study in.


2009.8.7（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents should allow children to make their own choices rather than determine their children's future for them.


2009.11.21


Whether parents should give money to praise their child for high marks?


2010.1.30（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The government should support the scientific research even there's no practical use.


2010.2.27（同2008.11.14北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should play sports only for fun, and should not attend competitions and contests.


2010.2.27（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High school students should take a course on basic economics.


2010.3.12（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? If parents want their children to do well at school, they should limit the time their children spend watching TV.（参考因果关系型）


2010.9.24


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? College or university should offer students more preparation before they start working.


2010.10.9


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? We should take an optimistic attitude toward failure.


2010.11.13（同2010.11.14北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? To improve the quality of education, universities should spend more money on professors' salaries. （参考因果关系型）


2011.1.15（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? University professors should spend more time teaching rather than doing research.


2011.3.12


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should buy things made by their own country, even if things of other countries may cost less.


2011.4.30（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? We should know about the events happening around the world that do not affect our life.


2011.8.27（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Patience is not a good strategy; we should take action now rather than later.

……

限于篇幅，此处只列出了2006—2011年属于本类的新托福写作真题，想要知道2012年至今的最新题库分类，请直接加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu”或“liuwenyonglasedu2”，与我联系索取。
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11. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students' sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

34. Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

61. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other adult relatives should make important decisions for their older (15 to 18 year-old) teenage children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

65. Should a city try to preserve its old, historic buildings or destroy them and replace them with modern buildings? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

76. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should begin learning a foreign language as soon as they start school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.

77. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Boys and girls should attend separate schools. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

97. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid according to how much their students learn. Give specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

102. Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

134. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should be required to help with household tasks as soon as they are able to do so. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

137. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should allow students to study the courses that students want to study. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

158. When famous people such as actors, athletes and rock stars give their opinions, many people listen. Do you think we should pay attention to these opinions? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

以下是一些没有出现标志词“should”，但本质上也属于“建议型”的题目：

5. A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the factory? Explain your position.

16. It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

25. It has recently been announced that a large shopping center may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

26. It has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

30. It has recently been announced that a new high school may be built in your community. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer.

……

想要知道最新的机经题目属于哪个分类，请加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu2”交流。



b. 极端词型

这类题目的特点是命题的陈述中包含极端词，比如最高级、表示“总是”的词、表示“没有”的词，如“never”、“always”、“should”、“must”、“only”、“nobody”、“any”、“each”、“every”、“all”这些词都表示“所有”、“唯一”、“全部”的概念。我们认为这些词都是极端词，虽然有极端词的陈述不一定就是错的，但不建议大家采取赞同态度。

例如，“Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers”这个题目，如果选择同意，那么文章就很难论证周全，一不小心就会有漏洞。即使在文中大肆强调父母的重要性，尽可能多地罗列各种案例和支持性的分论点，确实可以证明他们是好老师（good teachers），也很难证明他们就一定是最好的（the best teachers）。因为最高级就意味着带有比较意味，需要论证的是父母比其他所有人都要优秀，所以才是最好的老师。但是“其他所有人”的范围极其宽广，很难总结全，文章就会论证不全面，整体分数也会大打折扣。

“文勇老师，我明白了，遇到有绝对词的题目，我就应该反对它，所以这道题目的中心观点就是‘Parents are NOT the best teachers’，我只要论述父母与最好的老师相去甚远就可以了吧？”

这样当然可以，但这是我们之前提到过的并不十分提倡的一边倒的写法。那么要怎样才能做到考虑周详呢？请大家思考一个问题：这个题目除了“the best”之外，还有没有其他极端词？答案是肯定的。除了句中明显的极端词“the best”，还有一个暗藏的极端词“all”，即“all parents”（所有父母）。大家可能会觉得奇怪，因为原题中根本就没有这个单词。但在这里我向各位介绍一个很实用的诡计：故意构造极端词来帮助文章展开。就本题而言，如果我们在名词“parents”的前面加上“all”或者“every”，如此一来，原题目就变成了“All parents are the best teachers”。一下子有了两个极端词可以供我们作为突破点展开论述，这就相当于增加了一个崭新的论述角度。考生们不妨思考一下，按照上文所说的反对绝对词的思路，我们应该怎样处理“All parents”这一概念？

对于出现“all”、“every”、“each”、“entire”这样绝对词的概念，处理方法比较灵活，我们既可以直接反对，即“NOT all parents are the best teachers”；也可以在此设计一个让步，以凸显我们缜密周详的考虑：在论述完“父母不是最好的老师”之后，让步说“即使存在一些父母，他们的确是最好的老师，但是也不可能全部的父母都是最好的老师”。

这条诡计的核心在于：对于一个平时花了心思练习过“极端词的反驳段”的乖巧考生来说，在考试时，即使不幸没有遇到带极端词的题目，依旧可以直接添加一个极端词（如 all），然后写一个反驳段（not all）。

再看一个例题：“Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Learning about the past has no value for those of us who live in the present.”（学习过去对活在当下的我们没有价值。）这道题中有一个明显的极端词“no”，前面讲过，处理此类型题的方法就是最好不要同意题目，即学习过去对活在当下的我们还是有价值的。另外，我们还可以构造极端词“all”，即“learning about the past has no value for all of us who live in the present.”因为对于学中文的人来说，学习过去必定是有价值的。但对于学计算机的人来说，计算机行业不过才出现了二十几年，学习历史对这一行业的人而言意义不大。这就是构造隐藏的极端词的方法：故意在题干某个特定的名词前加极端词，使其成为一个新的讨论点。

下面是一篇针对含有极端词题目所写的优秀范文，考生可细细揣摩一下。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important thing that a government can do to improve health care is to provide a clean environment. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL: 2008.6.22

文章：

I disagree with this statement because I do not believe that the environment is the main cause of bad health.

Firstly, as far as I am concerned, the main cause of bad health is modern lifestyles, with more and more people working in offices. They spend most of the time sitting at desks using computers and they do not get enough exercise. This leads many people to be physically inactive and become overweight. In addition, since modern life is very stressful, many people smoke cigarettes, drink alcohol, or even take drugs to relieve the stress, and all these things cause bad health. Thirdly, because people are so busy, eating fast food has become more and more popular and this is very unhealthy.

The way I see it, the most important thing that a government can do to improve health care is to change people's lifestyles through education and making laws. Governments should instruct schools to teach children about the dangers of eating too much fast food, smoking cigarettes, and drinking alcohol. On top of that, children should be given more time at school to play sports. Governments should also forbid the advertising of cigarettes, alcohol, and fast food because advertising influences people to pick up unhealthy habits. In addition, new laws could forbid smoking in public and a higher tax on cigarettes and alcohol would reduce people's use of these things.

By taking these measures, it seems to me that a government could most effectively improve health care. It is also a fact that a government's ability to provide a clean environment is limited. Most pollution is caused by factories and cars. If a government closed all factories and banned all cars, it would have a bad effect on the economy. Moreover, people would not accept banning cars. That is why changing lifestyles is the best way.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



除了出现极端词的题目之外，有少量的题目中会出现委婉词。什么叫委婉词？肯定就是那些“sometimes”、“could”、“may”等，这种词和极端词是对应的。在上面讲极端词型文章的写法时，我们提到过一般持不赞同的观点，也就是我们要建立的观点应该是把题目中的极端词改得委婉一些之后的观点，例如“learning about the past has no value for those of us who live in the present”，其中的“no”可以改成“some”，即我们不赞同，然后建立“learning about the past has some value for those of us who live in the present”的观点。如此看来，出现极端词和出现委婉词的题目其实写法是一样的，只是对于出现委婉词的题目，我们建立观点时直接赞同，省去将极端词改成委婉词的步骤罢了，所以对于这种带委婉词的题目，最好是同意。比如下面这个题目“people should sometimes do things that they do not enjoy doing”（人们有时候应该做一些不喜欢做的事情），这里面有sometimes，是委婉词。要是反对这个题目的话，就成了“人们永远要做他愿意做的事情”，就会很难论证。类似的题目还有很多，例如这个题目：Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things we really do not need. Others say that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives. Which viewpoint do you agree with?（有些人认为广告鼓励我们去买我们真正不需要的东西。其他人认为广告有可能提高我们的生活质量。你同意哪一种观点？）题目中的may反对起来就稍显麻烦，它说的是有一些广告有可能提高我们的生活质量。如果反对的话，意味着持有的观点是所有的广告给我们的都是无效的信息，鼓励我们去买我们不需要的东西，这样论证起来就会很麻烦。相反，若同意带有“may”或“sometimes”这类委婉词的观点，在分论点中尝试构造委婉词，文章写起来就会相对容易些，也更严谨。如前面讲过的两个题目：Parents are the best teachers。如果你是持反对态度，在写作时可以做一下让步，写成（sometimes）parents are the best teachers。另一个题目可以写成Learning about the past（sometimes）has some value for those of us who live in the present。

下面几个题目可供考生练习
 
[2]

 ：


1. The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns.（工作最重要的方面是一个人挣的钱。）

2. One should never judge a person by external appearances.（永远不要以貌取人。）

3. Progress is always good.（进步总是好的。）



请在下框中练习：
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我先帮大家简要分析一下，考生可按照这个提示自己写作文。

题目1：很明显，该题中“the most”为极端词。挣钱的多少是不是工作最重要的方面？事实上，并非如此。如果你从事金融行业，工作主要是用钱来衡量，你挣钱的多少就意味着你的成功度。但是对于老师这一行来说就不一定了。

题目2：这道题里极端词显然是“never”。不是所有的人都无法从外貌来判定的，很多时候我们是可以从一个人的外表来判定一些事情的。如果你自己是个无神论者，看到对方带着十字架，你就不好在他面前大谈特谈无神论了吧？

题目3：从极端词“always”入手，可以在“progress”前加“all”，不是所有的进步都是好的。


小贴士

事实上，我们可以总结出这样的诡计：一方面，当题目中出现极端词时，不要完全同意； 另一方面， 表明分论点时，我们既可以构造“委婉词”使文章显得严谨，也可以构造“极端词”使得论点格外清晰。这是写作时的两个方向，也是极有效的两种审题方式。



属于“极端词型”的可供练习的题目还有以下这些：


2006—2014年新托福写作题目


2006.1.6（同2006.7.15）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays, people are putting too much emphasis on appearance and fashion.


2006.8.26


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays, people are busy doing too many things at a time, so they cannot do anything well.


2006.9.23


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important education that a person gets is from the outside of the schools and classrooms.


2006.10.28（同2007.11.11及2008.2.24）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Renewable resources of energy (sun, wind, water) will soon replace the old resources of fossil fuels (gas, oil and coal).


2007.8.4（同2009.3.29）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In twenty years from now, students will not use printed books anymore.


2007.8.11


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The only effective way to encourage energy conservation is by increasing prices of gasoline and electricity.


2008.6.22


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important thing that a government can do to improve health care is to provide a clean environment.


2008.10.12 （同2009.10.25）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Visiting museums is the best way to learn about a country.


2009.1.10


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Improving schools is the most important factor in the successful development of a country.


2009.2.21（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Newspapers and magazines are the best ways to learn about a foreign country.


2009.2.22


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The purpose of television should be all educative, not entertaining.


2009.6.5（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Solving environmental problems is the best way for the government to improve public health.


2010.5.8


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way for parents to teach children the responsibility is to let them have an animal.


2010.8.21


Some people say we should never be impolite to another person. Do you agree or disagree？


2010.9.18


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? An effective leader will always try to make others feel that they have been part of a decision.


2010.10.22


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The advice from grandparents is of no use to their grandchildren because the world has changed a lot during the past 50 years.


2011.2.26（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people have no influence in the decisions that determine the future of the society as a whole.


2011.6.25


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television should always show audience good people are being rewarded and bad people are being punished.


2011.8.20


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important investment of a company is to improve the working ability of its employees.


2011.8.28


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies are worth watching only when they teach us something about the realism.


2011.10.8


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to increase students' interest in a subject is to teach them the significance of the subject outside of school.


2011.11.12


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays people spend too much money on their pets, although those can be spent on other things.


2011.11.20


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important characteristic of a politician or a leader is the good communication skill.


2011.12.10


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to improve the quality of education is to increase teachers' salaries.


2011.12.17


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is impossible always being honest to your friends.

……

限于篇幅，此处只列出了2006—2011年属于本类的新托福写作真题，想要知道2012年至今的最新题库分类，请直接加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu”或“liuwenyonglasedu2”，与我联系索取。
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2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

10. “When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.” Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.

37. Do you agree or disagree that progress is always good? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

38. Learning about the past has no value for those of us living in the present. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

40. The expression “Never, never give up” means to keep trying and never stop working for your goals. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

53. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

54. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by external appearances. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

55. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an important decision alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

58. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses should do anything they can to make a profit. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.

74. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to travel is in a group led by a tour guide. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

120. Decisions can be made quickly, or they can be made after careful thought. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The decisions that people make quickly are always wrong. Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion.

122. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People are never satisfied with what they have; they always want something more or something different. Use specific reasons to support your answer.

123. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books that are about real events, real people, and established facts. Use specific reasons and details to support your opinion.

125. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should be required to study art and music in secondary school. Use specific reasons to support your answer.

126. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There is nothing that young people can teach older people. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.

131. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Only people who earn a lot of money are successful. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

133. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person's childhood years (the time from birth to twelve years of age) are the most important years of a person's life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

136. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing a game is fun only when you win. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

153. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A zoo has no useful purpose. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

……

想要知道最新的机经题目属于哪个分类，请加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu2”交流。



c. 比较型

不管是高考英语，还是英语四级，乃至托福，这类题目都是经常考到的重点，所以大家应该给予额外重视。“比较型”，顾名思义，就是将两个或多个事物或者观点进行比较，一般来说提问方式有以下几种：

“…Compare and contrast A with B. Which…is more important/ do you prefer?”

“Some people prefer/believe A, others prefer/believe B. Which do you prefer? / Which point of view do you agree with? / What's your opinion?”

“…more/less than…Do you agree?”

此类题目提问的方式非常多变，但总结起来，其本质是题目中出现两个或多个相比较的事物，让我们从中进行选择。因为涉及两个或多个事物的比较或两种观点的比较，这类题目在写作时通常都会用到“对比段落”和“让步写法”。

按照比较对象的不同，还可以将其分成两类：一、就一个事物的两个方面比较；二、两个或几个相关事物之间比较。关于第二类，因为每个事物都可能包含好坏两个方面，所以会涉及多个方面，相对来说难度更高一些。

那么如何判定题目是比较一个事物的两个方面，还是比较两个相关事物呢？在此提醒大家，千万不要认为题目里出现两个不一样的观点就一定是比较两个事物，例如以下两个题目：


1. Some people think that the automobile has improved modern life. Others think that the automobile has caused serious problems. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

托福185题库070

2. Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed/damaged by human activity. Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What's your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

托福185题库029



乍一看，这两个题似乎是两个事物间的比较，因为出现了“some…, others…”这个结构。请注意，虽然题目通过对比给出了两种观点，看似是在两个事物之间进行比较，但是仔细分析后发现，这两类人只是就一个事物产生了意见分歧而已，本质上还在考查一个事物的优缺点——第一道题考automobile的优缺点，第二道题考human activity对地球的有利影响和有害影响。

为进一步巩固大家的意识，不妨再将上面两个题目跟下面这个题目进行比较：


Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

托福185题库009



同样是“some…, others…”结构，同样是两类人观点的比较，这个题目却是两个事物间的比较——将小城镇和大城市进行比较，写作时可能会分析小城镇的优缺点和大城市的优缺点这四个方面的内容。

遇到“比较型”题目时，第一步应该判断题目是一个事物两个方面的比较，还是两个或多个事物之间的比较。分类简介部分提到过“比较型”题目常见的三种提问方式，除了上述“some…, others…”外，还有“Compare and contrast A with B”，除此之外，我们还将“同意/不同意型”中的一支——“含有比较级的句子”一类也划入了“比较型”里边。除了刚刚分析过的“some…, others…”之外，其他的几类属于哪种比较情况呢？基本上所有的“Compare and contrast A with B”都是将两个事物进行比较，如：It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?（托福185题库004）而“含有比较级的句子”大多数是两个事物间的比较，如：Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as important for adults as they are for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.（托福185题库060）

在确定好比较对象之后，具体要怎么动笔呢？对于比较型文章的写法，大概可分为三种：

第一种写法，也是最简单的写法，在题目给出的比较双方中二选一，然后罗列所选项的优点（即选择的原因）。例如上面出现的一个题目：


Some people think that that the automobile has improved modern life. Others think that the automobile has caused serious problems. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

托福185题库070



在题目给出的“汽车改善了生活”还是“汽车造成了很多问题”中二选一。假如选择汽车改善了生活，那么文章展开部分就需要举两三个例子，证明汽车如何改善了生活，具体体现在哪些方面。

这种写法直接忽略两个方面/事物之中的一个，专注于另一个，因此是最简单的写法，但是不值得提倡。我们都清楚，在讨论一个事物时，如果只讲其优点，忽略其缺点，会使文章显得片面，不严谨。

第二种写法比较高级，是在第一种写法的基础上采取“让步写法”或“居中写法”（这两种写法我们在本书的第二章“信息的收集”中“中心明确”一节介绍过）。为什么这种写法略微高级呢？因为只要用到“让步写法”，就必然会出现“对比段落”。让步，即在分析完A事物的优点/缺点之后，让步说“当然这个事物也有一定的缺点/优点”。一定需要注意的是，让步段落需要有掰回来的动作。例如上面的题目，可以在举几个汽车如何改善生活的例子后，让步说“当然，汽车的盛行也给社会和生活造成了一定的影响，如交通拥堵、环境污染等”，然后加以解决、反驳或削弱，最终还是要说“汽车总体来说改善了生活”。

“居中写法”与“让步写法”最大的区别在于，使用“让步写法”时，我们的中心观点还是“一边倒”的；而“居中写法”的中心观点则是优缺参半，不分上下。

我们来看如下这个题目和范文：


题目：

Some people prefer to work with others. Others prefer to work alone. Which way would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

TOEFL: 2007.9.15

文章：

While it often depends on the kind of work at hand and the people with whom it must be done, I generally prefer to work alone. This is the nature of the work I like to do: writing, editing, figuring out solutions to issues, solving problems.

Working alone, I can concentrate more deeply on the task at hand. I can control the work environment—either total silence or the background music I enjoy, in the most comfortable chair, in the best lighting, with the room temperature set just as I like, and in the most comfortable clothes—everything conducive to getting the work done without distraction, discomfort or interruptions.

When working with others, there tends to be more or less constant chatter and many other miscellaneous distractions—cell phone calls, attacks of coughing and sneezing, someone starts unconsciously humming off key, someone wants to have their special music playing, someone's stomach growls and all have to make their comic comments, someone wants to open or close a window, offer to make coffee or tea, etc. All this makes it difficult to enjoy sustained periods of the quiet needed for deep concentration to get the work done most expeditiously and correctly.

Though working with others provides more or less interesting opportunities for short relaxing breaks and it is good to have another at hand who knows the answer to some questions for which you can get a ready answer rather than having to look it up online or in a book, for the type of work I like to do, these do not outweigh the long, undisturbed periods of fruitful concentration in a comfortable environment possible when working alone.

《新托福真题详解——写作分卷（第一册）》



文章第一段指出，我更喜欢独自工作。

文章第二段给出独自工作的好处：能全神贯注、可以掌控周围的环境、更加随意等。

文章第三段是一个对比段落，对比和其他人一起工作带来的缺点与独自工作的优点。

文章第四段让步，提到了和其他人一起工作的优点：有趣的短暂放松；随时可找人询问问题等，但是对于我来说，这些优点远比不上独自工作时在舒适的环境中全神贯注不被打扰。

第三种写法即最复杂的写法，它的出现是题目本身的复杂度导致的。大家应该注意到，第二种写法只关注了如何写一个事物的两个方面的对比，而没有提到两个事物的比较该如何写。事实上，两个事物的比较就是两个“一个事物的两个方面的对比”的叠加，所以相对来说更复杂，于是将这种写法列为最高等级。

在写此类文章时，我们可以将4个方面（A的优缺点和 B的优缺点）进行最舒服、最合适的组合，通过写对比段落和让步段落，使所有的点有机组合到一起，这是需要大家在课后不断练习才可以熟练掌握的技巧。

需要特别注意一点，在遇到“Compare and contrast A with B”类题目时，因为题目明确要求将两点进行对比，所以我们必须先对比，再选择，即在写完一个事物的优缺点，或分别写完两个事物的优缺点的前提下，再进行选择。而当题目中没有明确要求进行对比（contrast）或类比（compare）时，我们也可以在进行完对比后再做偏好的选择，只是在这种情况下对比并不是必须的，所以不强制。比较以下两个题目的要求：


1. Some people enjoy change, and they look forward to new experiences. Others like their lives to stay the same, and they do not change their usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. Which approach do you prefer? Explain why.

托福185题库118

2. Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other movies are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

托福185题库057



第一题的题干中明确要求大家比较，故比较是考点，不可不涉及；而第二题中没有明确要求，故是否先比较就看个人喜好了。

属于“比较型”的可供练习的题目还有以下这些：


2006—2014年新托福写作题目


2006.1.21


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary.


2006.2.3


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people enjoy life better than older people.


2006.2.11


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A teacher's ability to relate well with the students is more important than knowing the subject well.


2006.4.28


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In modern society, the ability to speak well is more important than the ability to write well.


2006.5.12


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for a teacher to help students gain self-confidence rather than teach specific knowledge.


2006.5.26


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Letting a friend make a mistake is better than saying or doing something which will destroy the friendship.


2006.6.9（2006.6.10）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Extended family (grandparents, cousins, uncles and aunts) becomes less important today than in the past.


2006.6.24


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to award students for effort (trying or hard working) than for achievement (good grades).


2006.8.12


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to keep old friends than to make new ones.


2006.10.8


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In twenty years, there will be fewer cars in use than in today.


2006.11.19


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to choose a subject of your interest than to choose those that prepare you for a job or career.


2007.2.3


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People can learn more from watching television than reading books.


2007.3.4


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The ability to cooperate well with others is more important today than in the past.


2007.4.21


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television exert more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behaviors.


2007.6.9


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In twenty years, people will have more leisure time.


2007.7.14


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? To truly understand any events happened in the world, we should draw our news from newspapers; television cannot provide enough information.


2007.8.17


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The advice you take from the friends who are older than you is more valuable than that taken from the friends at your age.


2007.8.25


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Schools should not pay so much attention to general subjects but should help students prepare for specific careers and jobs.


2007.10.5


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The major purpose of television is to educate, not to entertain.


2007.11.17


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The abilities to write and read are now more important than in the past.


2007.11.24


In twenty years, people will spend less time in cooking and preparing for food. Do you agree or disagree?


2007.12.10


Do you think life is easier and more comfortable today compared with those days when your grandparents were children?


2008.3.8


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People today spend too much time on their enjoyment, i.e. what they like to do, rather than what they should do.


2008.5.10


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Governments should spend more money in sponsoring arts than athletics (like state Olympics team).


2008.8.24


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A rigid teacher is more effective than an easy-going teacher.


2008.10.18


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People can benefit more from traveling in their own country than traveling in foreign countries.


2008.11.23


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Students are influenced more by their teachers than their friends.


2009.2.27（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A job with more vacation time but a low salary is better than a job with a high salary but less vacation time.


2009.3.7


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to use our personal knowledge and experience to solve problems, rather than asking other people for advice.


2009.3.7（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It's better to use one's own knowledge and experience to solve problems than to ask other people for advice.


2009.3.14


Do you prefer to spend money on travelling or to save money for future use?


2009.3.14（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to spend money on traveling and vacation than to save money for the future.


2009.3.21（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? To remain happy and optimistic when you fail is more important than achieving success.


2009.3.22


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Governments should focus more on natural environment and less on economic development.


2009.5.31


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People will spend less time on cooking food.


2009.6.7


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, people will have more free time (leisure time) than we do now.


2009.6.21


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology makes people's lives simpler rather than more complicated.


2009.6.27


For future career success, is relating well to other people more important than studying hard at school?


2009.7.25


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Being creative rather than planning carefully will come up with the best solution to a problem.


2009.8.2


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People will feel happier when they finish a challenging or difficult work than they finish an easy work.


2009.8.22（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to work quickly and risk making mistakes than to work slowly and make sure everything is correct.


2009.9.20


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People were friendlier in the past than they are today.


2009.9.26


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Government should pay more attention to health care issues than to environmental issues.


2009.10.10


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is easier to succeed nowadays than in the past.


2009.11.1


Is advice given by older people more valuable than that from people at your age?


2009.11.8


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Good looks and dresses are more important for success than good ideas.


2009.11.14


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to have the rules about the types of clothing that people are allowed in the workplace and school.


2009.12.12


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents cannot understand children today as the parents understood children 50 years ago.


2009.12.20


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The ability of writing and reading is less important than before.


2010.1.22


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People who go outside are more successful and happier than people who live in villages.


2010.1.30（同2008.12.12北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Physical exercise is more important for older people than younger people.


2010.2.7


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In order to be successful, it is better to be like others than to be different from everybody else.


2010.2.20


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People who move out of their native village or town are more successful and happier than those who stay in their native village or town for their whole life.


2010.3.13


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Printed books have greater influence on people's lives than TV.


2010.6.12


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should get the secure job right away instead of waiting for a more satisfying job.


2010.8.28


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People work to earn money rather than gain social status.


2010.9.11


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents today are more evolved in their children's education than were parents in the past.


2010.10.17


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to relax by watching a movie or reading a book than doing physical exercise.


2010.10.30


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People are now easier to become educated than people in the past.


2010.12.11


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more enjoyable to have a job, and you work only three days a week with long hours rather than work five days a week with shorter hours.


2011.1.8


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The food we ate in the past is healthier than the food today.


2011.1.30


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People now are less happy and less satisfied than people in the past.


2011.3.19


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television have more negative effects than positive effects on the way young people behave.


2011.4.9


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It's more important for the government to build art museums and music performance centers than to build recreational devices (such as swimming pool, sand playgrounds).


2011.4.15（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should spend money on improving facilities (labs and general requirements) rather than hiring famous teachers.


2011.5.14


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is easier for people in the past to identify which type of career or job would have a secure or successful future.


2011.6.10（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It's more important for governments to spend money on modern houses than on traditional or historical buildings or homes.


2011.7.8


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The friends that you can have fun with are more important than the friends that you can get help from.


2011.7.23


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? For students, working in groups is more effective than individual efforts.


2011.8.27（同2010.6.26北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People who develop many different skills are more successful than people who focus on one skill only.


2011.10.29


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is much easier for people to achieve success without their families' help now than in the past.


2011.11.22


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Famous entertainers and athletes deserve more privacy than they do now.


2011.11.26


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to work with your own computer and telephone at your home than work in your company's office.


2011.12.9


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Your job will have more effects on your happiness than the social life does.


2012.3.9


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays young people are more willing to help others than before.


2012.3.23（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Governments should focus its budgets more on environmental protection than on economic development.


2012.5.26


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays it's easier to maintain health than in the past.


2012.7.6


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? For students, joining organizations and activity clubs in college is as important as attending their academic classes.

……

限于篇幅，此处只列出了2006—2012年属于本类的新托福写作真题，想要知道2013年至今的最新题库分类，请直接加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu”或“liuwenyonglasedu2”，与我联系索取。


2006.6.16（2005.12.16及2006.6.17）


Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come from?


2006.8.18


Which way do you think is the best way towards success, spending a lot of time to study or being creative? Explain your choice.


2007.2.24


Which is more important for students, to understand concepts or to learn facts?


2007.5.18


Some people prefer to spend money on something that lasts for a long time, such as an expensive piece of jewelry. Others prefer to spend the money on something that provides a short-term pleasure such as a vacation. Which way would you prefer?


2007.6.24


Some people prefer to finish a project completely before starting another. Others prefer to do two or several projects at the same time. Which way would you prefer?


2009.9.12


Some people think children should study and play; other people think children should help with household chores.Which do you agree with?


2009.10.18


Some people think watching a movie in a cinema/theater is better, but others think at home is better. Which do you prefer?


2010.1.17


Do you prefer to finish a project completely then to another one or do two or several projects at a time?


2010.3.6


Pursuing a grand dream (possibly not practical), or focusing on current objective? Which do you think is better?


2010.6.19


If you need to discuss upsetting or controversial problems with others, will you use email/text messaging, or use the telephone/voice messaging?


2011.4.2（北美）


Which kind of universities do you prefer, universities whose graduates can find good jobs or universities where there are famous professors?


2011.8.5


If one of your friends needs assistance in one of the courses you are good at, is it better for him to turn to you for help or ask a tutor?

……

限于篇幅，此处只列出了2006—2011年属于本类的新托福写作真题，想要知道2012年至今的最新题库分类，请直接加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu”或“liuwenyonglasedu2”，与我联系索取。
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20. It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

35. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event on television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

39. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

41. Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

49. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better than other types of communication, such as letters, email, or telephone calls. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

60. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as important for adults as they are for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

66. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than parents on a child's success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

78. Is it more important to be able to work with a group of people on a team or to work independently? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

124. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for students to study history and literature than it is for them to study science and mathematics. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

127. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading fiction (such as novels and short stories) is more enjoyable than watching movies. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.

138. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to be a member of a group than to be the leader of a group. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

163. Is the ability to read and write more important today than in the past? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

181. In your country, is there more need for land to be left in its natural condition or is there more need for land to be developed for housing and industry? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

4. It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?

9. Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

13. Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

14. Some people believe that university students should be required to attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

17. Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop your essay.

19. Should governments spend more money on improving roads and highways, or should governments spend more money on improving public transportation (buses, trains, subways)? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

29. Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

31. Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a number of times throughout their lives, looking for a better job, house, community, or even climate. Which do you prefer: staying in one place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion.

32. Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it or is it better to save your money for some time in the future? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

44. Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to travel alone. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

45. Some people prefer to get up early in the morning and start the day's work. Others prefer to get up later in the day and work until late at night. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

47. Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small company. Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

50. Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try new things and take risks. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

51. Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come from? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

56. A company is going to give some money either to support the arts or to protect the environment. Which do you think the company should choose? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

57. Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other movies are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

59. Some people are always in a hurry to go to places and get things done. Other people prefer to take their time and live life at a slower pace. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

64. Some people prefer to work for themselves or own a business. Others prefer to work for an employer. Would you rather be self-employed, work for someone else, or own a business? Use specific reasons to explain your choice.

65. Should a city try to preserve its old, historic buildings or destroy them and replace them with modern buildings? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

67. If you were an employer, which kind of worker would you prefer to hire: an inexperienced worker at a lower salary or an experienced worker at a higher salary? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

70. Some people think that the automobile has improved modern life. Others think that the automobile has caused serious problems. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

71. Which would you choose: a high-paying job with long hours that would give you little time with family and friends or a lower-paying job with shorter hours that would give you more time with family and friends? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

73. Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

75. Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects. Other universities require students to specialize in one subject. Which is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

84. Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

92. Some people prefer to live in places that have the same weather or climate all year long. Others like to live in areas where the weather changes several times a year. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

95. Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring outer space (for example, traveling to the Moon and to other planets). Other people disagree and think governments should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of these two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

99. You have been told that dormitory rooms at your university must be shared by two students. Would you rather have the university assign a student to share a room with you, or would you rather choose your own roommate? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

100. Some people think that governments should spend as much money as possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people disagree and think that this money should be spent on more basic needs. Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

101. Some people like doing work by hand. Others prefer using machines. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

104. It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support your answer.

105. Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may choose to live in university dormitories, or they may choose to live in apartments in the community. Compare the advantages of living in university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in the community. Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your preference.

107. Some people believe that a college or university education should be available to all students. Others believe that higher education should be available only to good students. Discuss these views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why.

108. Some people believe that the best way of learning about life is by listening to the advice of family and friends. Other people believe that the best way of learning about life is through personal experience. Compare the advantages of these two different ways of learning about life. Which do you think is preferable? Use specific examples to support your preference.

109. When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow the customs of the new country. Others prefer to keep their own customs. Compare these two choices. Which one do you prefer? Support your answer with specific details.

110. Some people prefer to spend most of their time alone. Others like to be with friends most of the time. Do you prefer to spend your time alone or with friends? Use specific reasons to support your answer.

111. Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend time with a large number of friends. Compare the advantages of each choice. Which of these two ways of spending time do you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer.

112. Some people think that children should begin their formal education at a very early age and should spend most of their time on school studies. Others believe that young children should spend most of their time playing. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree with? Why?

113. The government has announced that it plans to build a new university. Some people think that your community would be a good place to locate the university. Compare the advantages and disadvantages of establishing a new university in your community. Use specific details in your discussion.

114. Some people think that the family is the most important influence on young adults. Other people think that friends are the most important influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use examples to support your position.

115. Some people prefer to plan activities for their free time very carefully. Others choose not to make any plans at all for their free time. Compare the benefits of planning free-time activities with the benefits of not making plans. Which do you prefer—planning or not planning for your leisure time? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

117. Some people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Compare the advantages of having friends who are different from you with the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind of friend do you prefer for yourself? Why?

118. Some people enjoy change, and they look forward to new experiences. Others like their lives to stay the same, and they do not change their usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. Which approach do you prefer? Explain why.

121. Some people trust their first impressions about a person's character because they believe these judgments are generally correct. Other people do not judge a person's character quickly because they believe first impressions are often wrong. Compare these two attitudes. Which attitude do you agree with? Support your choice with specific examples.

128. Some people say that physical exercise should be a required part of every school day. Other people believe that students should spend the whole school day on academic studies. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

129. A university plans to develop a new research center in your country. Some people want a center for business research. Other people want a center for research in agriculture/farming. Which of these two kinds of research centers do you recommend for your country? Use specific reasons in your recommendation.

130. Some young children spend a great amount of their time practicing sports. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

135. Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms. Other high schools permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which of these two school policies do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

140. Some items (such as clothes or furniture) can be made by hand or by machine. Which do you prefer—items made by hand or items made by machine? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.

143. Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation each year. Others believe that students should have several short vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

144. Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

145. Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things we really do not need. Others say that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

146. Some people prefer to spend their free time outdoors. Other people prefer to spend their leisure time indoors. Would you prefer to be outside or would you prefer to be inside for your leisure activities? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.

157. In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using technology such as computers or televisions or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific details to explain your choice.

160. When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some prefer to complain in writing and others prefer to complain in person. Which way do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

167. Your school has enough money to purchase either computers for students or books for the library. Which should your school choose to buy—computers or books? Use specific reasons and examples to support your recommendation.

175. Some students like classes where teachers lecture (do all of the talking) in class. Other students prefer classes where the students do some of the talking. Which type of class do you prefer? Give specific reasons and details to support your choice.

177. A friend of yours has received some money and plans to use all of it either

● to go on vacation

● to buy a car

Your friend has asked you for advice. Compare your friend's two choices and explain which one you think your friend should choose. Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

184. Some students prefer to study alone. Others prefer to study with a group of students. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

185. You have enough money to purchase either a house or a business. Which would you choose to buy? Give specific reasons to explain your choice.

以下题目是比较多个事物/观点的：

36. Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why you think it has changed people's lives.

● automobiles

● bicycles

● airplanes

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

62. What do you want most in a friend—someone who is intelligent, or someone who has a sense of humor, or someone who is reliable? Which one of these characteristics is most important to you? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.

96. People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of modern life. Some read; some exercise; others work in their gardens. What do you think are the best ways of reducing stress? Use specific details and examples in your answer.

103. In your opinion, what is the most important characteristic (for example, honesty, intelligence, a sense of humor) that a person can have to be successful in life? Use specific reasons and examples from your experience to explain your answer. When you write your answer, you are not limited to the examples listed in the question.

106. You need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles/64 kilometers away. Compare the different kinds of transportation you could use. Tell which method of travel you would choose. Give specific reasons for your choice.

116. People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things; other people learn by reading about things; others learn by listening to people talk about things. Which of these methods of learning is best for you? Use specific examples to support your choice.

139. What do you consider to be the most important room in a house? Why is this room more important to you than any other room? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

142. A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child's development. What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.

152. Many parts of the world are losing important natural resources, such as forests, animals, or clean water. Choose one resource that is disappearing and explain why it needs to be saved. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

……

想要知道最新的机经题目属于哪个分类，请加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu2”交流。



d. 因果关系陈述型

此类题目的特点是命题的陈述中有明显的或暗含的“因果关系”。因果关系构成的话题一旦出现，最好选择反对，因为我们去反驳一个因果关系成立远比去解释一个因果关系成立容易得多，写出来的文章也会更好。而针对此类题目，我们一般可以遵循两个固定的反驳路径。

路径一：A is not necessarily the reason of B.

路径二：B is not necessarily the result of A.
[3]



在写作时，既可以选择其中一个路径写，也可以选择两个路径，同时从两个方面展开文章。针对题目“Advertisements are a waste of money and time of a company because consumers know what they want to buy广告浪费公司的资金和时间（结果，用B表示），因为消费者知道他们想要买什么（原因，用A表示）”，我们从“A不一定会导致B”这个路径着手，即，因为就算消费者知道自己想要买什么，很多人在看了广告之后，也会临时做出购买的决定等，所以最终公司在广告上花费的时间和资金并不能算是浪费，这样，文章会比较好写。

接下来，看一个更为典型的题目，其范文是分别从两个路径着手展开的。


题目：

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication among friends and family. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
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这个题目很典型，虽然题目中没有出现表示因果关系的词语，但我们可以构造出因果关系。有三个点：因为① spend too much time on watching television，所以② spend much less time on communicating with friends and family，所以③ destroyed communication among friends and family，这是题目暗含的内容，如果你把题目展开成这样，就厘清了因果关系，这个就叫作构造因果关系法。


文章：

As an old saying goes, every coin has two sides. Likewise, television has both its advantages and disadvantages. Spending too much time sitting alone in front of TV and therefore leaving little time for communication is its potential harm faced by everyone. Yet it is too hasty to reach a conclusion that television has destroyed communication among friends and family.

On the one hand, watching TV is not necessarily the reason for the failure of communication. To my thinking, the most important factor influencing communication should be the people involved. Personality plays an important part in this. A sociable and extroverted person will always cherish the time spent with other people, either friends or family, and even acquaintances; to ask him sit alone in front of TV too long is like to lift a fish out of water: both are against their nature and would be unpleasant. In a similar fashion, an anti-social and introverted person will not communicate more even when they are surrounded by a lot of people. If the people involved are against accompaniment, they will always find a way to avoid communication. Even if there is no TV, there are bound to be other distractions, being computers, books, radios or other devices.

On the other hand, TV doesn't necessarily lead to the decreasing of communication. On the contrary, it may sometimes enhance communication by providing people with more common information to share and to discuss. Adidas's famous catchword “Impossible is Nothing” is widely used when people want to encourage themselves or their friends. TV series are always the center of people's conversation especially when they are first being shown. Two housewives can talk about some advertisements broadcasted on TV when they decide to buy some extra furniture. If you want, TV can always offer you some information to start a conversation.

To summarize, I truly don't think that TV has destroyed communication between friends and family.

乐闻携尔学生习作课后修改版本



本篇范文中同时用到了我们提到的两种路径。第二段的中心思想是“与朋友和家人之间缺乏交流并不一定是看电视造成的”，即“A不一定是B的原因”，性格内向的人即使不看电视，与他人的交流也不会太多，并且即使没有电视，电脑、书籍、收音机等也会造成交流的减少；第三段的中心思想是“看电视也不一定会造成与朋友和家人之间交流的减少”，即“B不一定是A的结果”。相反，看电视能够为人们提供谈论的话题，在某种程度上能促进人们之间的交流。

这篇文章的题目和写法都很典型，希望大家仔细看过后，能够基本掌握这种思路。当然其他的写法也是可以的，但是如果思路堵塞，不知该如何下手时，不妨尝试上述方法。

下面这个题目
 
[4]

 可供考生练习：


Competition with friends usually has negative effects on friendship.（朋友间的竞争常对友谊产生负面影响。）2010.11.5



请在下框中练习：

[image: ]


属于“因果关系陈述型”的可供练习的题目还有以下这些：


2008—2014年新托福写作题目


2008.5.4


Technology has made children less creative than they were in the past. Do you agree or disagree?


2008.6.29


Getting a university education is an important factor for success. Do you agree or disagree?


2009.5.15（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The professional athletes are deserved to be paid in high salaries.


2009.10.24（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One of the best ways for parents to help their teenage children prepare for adult life is to encourage them to take part-time jobs.


2010.3.6（北美）（同2008.3.1北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? To solve the present and future problems, it is necessary to understand the past.


2010.11.5


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Competition with friends usually has negative effects on friendship.

……

限于篇幅，此处只列出了2008—2010年属于本类的新托福写作真题，想要知道2011年至今的最新题库分类，请直接加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu”或“liuwenyonglasedu2”，与我联系索取。
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8. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication among friends and family. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

72. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) encourage students to learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

81. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology has made the world a better place to live. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

83. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Modern technology is creating a single world culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

88. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Telephones and email have made communication between people less personal. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

119. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People behave differently when they wear different clothes. Do you agree that different clothes influence the way people behave? Use specific examples to support your answer.

……

想要知道最新的机经题目属于哪个分类，请加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu2”交流。



e. 现象解释型

此类题目的特点是既不需要我们进行判断（同意/不同意），也不需要进行选择比较，只是要求我们按照题目的要求，对某一事物/现象的具体方面（what）或原因（why）或方式（how）进行解释说明。这类题目在托福写作中出现的数量虽不多，但也需要掌握。大家在解释时推荐给出三点；如果实在写不够，只能写出两个时，就必须分别对每一个进行较为详细的阐述了，否则文章会显得不饱满。

例如：“In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.”写这类文章时，可以按照如下步骤：

步骤一：描述该现象。如该题，描述现在人们的平均寿命延长了，段末指出这可能是由以下几个原因引起的。

步骤二：分别就几个原因展开分析。

步骤三：对于一些现象进行提倡或制止。

再来看一个题目：“Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do you think people visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples to support you opinion.”在文章开头，我们可以简述一下该现象或简单提一下背景；在主体段落，用具体的原因阐释，找到充分的论据来做支撑；在结尾处，可以根据博物馆的一系列优点（大概就是上文解释的人们参观博物馆的原因）提倡人们多参观博物馆，但是这部分内容是可有可无的，而不是必须的，重点还是在前两步。

再比如：“Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good neighbor.”或“How do movies or television influence people's behavior.”这样的题目只需要按照要求一点一点进行阐述说明即可，原则上要求大家最少写出三个点出来，甚至有的题目在自己能力范围内，写得越多越好。需要注意的是：每个论点无论内容多少，都要独立成段，否则很容易让评卷人觉得结构混乱。

属于“现象解释型”的可供练习的题目还有以下这些：



托福185题库


1. People attend college or university for many different reasons (for example, new experiences, career preparation, increased knowledge). Why do you think people attend college or university? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

6. If you could change one important thing about your hometown, what would you change? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

7. How do movies or television influence people's behavior? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

12. Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do you think people visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

15. Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good neighbor? Use specific details and examples in your answer.

18. What are some important qualities of a good supervisor/boss? Use specific details and examples to explain why these qualities are important.

21. In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

22. We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a co-worker (someone you work closely with)? Use reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important.

24. A person you know is planning to move to your town or city. What do you think this person would like and dislike about living in your town or city? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

42. What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

43. Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

46. What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

48. People work because they need money to live. What are some other reasons that people work? Discuss one or more of these reasons. Use specific examples and details to support your answer.

52. What change would make your hometown more appealing to people of your age? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

69. If you could study a subject that you have never had the opportunity to study, what would you choose? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.

79. Your city has decided to build a statue or monument to honor a famous person in your country. Who would you choose? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.

80. Describe a custom from your country that you would like people from other countries to adopt. Explain your choice, using specific reasons and examples.

85. A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in your country. Where should this visitor go on that day? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

86. If you could go back to some time and place in the past, when and where would you go? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

87. What discovery in the last 100 years has been most beneficial for people in your country? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

89. If you could travel back in time to meet a famous person from history, what person would you like to meet? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

90. If you could meet a famous entertainer or athlete, who would that be, and why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

91. If you could ask a famous person one question, what would you ask? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

93. Many students have to live with roommates while going to school or university. What are some of the important qualities of a good roommate? Use specific reasons and examples to explain why these qualities are important.

98. If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

141. If you could make one important change in a school that you attended, what change would you make? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

147. Your school has received a gift of money. What do you think is the best way for your school to spend this money? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

149. Imagine that you have received some land to use as you wish. How would you use this land? Use specific details to explain your answer.

151. What is the most important animal in your country? Why is the animal important? Use reasons and specific details to explain your answer.

155. Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind of plant that is important to you or the people in your country? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

156. You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks. Which country would you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

159. The twentieth century saw great change. In your opinion, what is one change that should be remembered about the twentieth century? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

161. People remember special gifts or presents that they have received. Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

164. People do many different things to stay healthy. What do you do for good health? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

165. You have decided to give several hours of your time each month to improve the community where you live. What is one thing you will do to improve your community? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.

166. People recognize a difference between children and adults. What events (experiences or ceremonies) make a person an adult? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

168. Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their home countries. Why do some students study abroad? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

169. People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why is music important to many people? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

170. Groups or organizations are an important part of some people's lives. Why are groups or organizations important to people? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

171. Imagine that you are preparing for a trip. You plan to be away from your home for a year. In addition to clothing and personal care items, you can take one additional thing. What would you take and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

172. When students move to a new school, they sometimes face problems. How can schools help these students with their problems? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

174. Every generation of people is different in important ways. How is your generation different from your parents' generation? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

176. Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or event would it honor and how would you want people to celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

178. The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think this new century will bring? Use examples and details in your answer.

179. What are some of the qualities of a good parent? Use specific details and examples to explain your answer.

180. Movies are popular all over the world. Explain why movies are so popular. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

183. Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made. What have you learned about a country from watching its movies? Use specific examples and details to support your response.

……

想要知道最新的机经题目属于哪个分类，请加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu2”交流。



f. 一般陈述型

这类题目不具有任何以上提到的特点，属于“一般”的陈述。这种题目可以按找“关键词”的方式切入：

① 自己对于关键词的理解有几种，分别是什么？

② 哪种理解与题目对于关键词的描述相符合？哪种又不符合？

以题目“Can success be disastrous?”（成功可能是灾难性的吗？）为例。第一步，找关键词并尝试给出定义，找到“success”这个关键词：若将成功定义为过着平静美好的生活，不受外人打扰，这样的成功当然没有灾难性可言；但如果把成功定义为挣很多钱、收获很多名利的话，恐怕在追求成功的过程中难免会遭遇挫折或毁灭性的打击吧。第二步，思考到底哪种理解与题目对于关键词的理解是一致的。对关键词的理解不同，直接决定了你对题目是持支持还是反对的态度，后面的论证思路和角度以及所使用的论据可能就会截然不同。


小贴士

实际上“关键词” 切入法不仅适用于“一般陈述型”的题目，也适用于任何能够找到关键词的题目。大家不妨多想一想，练一练。



属于“一般陈述型”的可供练习的题目还有以下这些：


2006—2014年新托福写作题目


2006.9.15（同2005.12.17）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? These days, we have so many sources of news and information that we can hardly tell which one is reliable or who is telling the truth.


2006.10.18


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most advertisements make the product seem much better than it really is.


2006.11.5


In some high schools and universities, the students have group works, where each of the group members is given a same grade (credit). Do you think it is appropriate to evaluate students in such a way?


2007.4.29


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is desirable to know about events from all over the world even if it is unlikely to have any effect on your daily life.


2007.10.27


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Observing or studying animals can help us to understand human nature.


2009.1.18


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is important for families to regularly eat their meals together.


2009.1.24


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is possible for people with no common interests and personalities to become friends.


2009.5.9（同2009.5.16）


It is better for parents to let children manage their pocket money when they are young. Do you agree or disagree?


2010.1.16 （北美）


Is it good or not for children to choose a job similar to their parents' jobs?


2010.1.23（同2008.3.14北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The environmental issue is too complex to be handled by the individual.


2010.2.21


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is necessary for teachers to take courses every five years to update their knowledge.


2011.2.5（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One of the characteristics of successful leaders is the sense of responsibility for accepting their mistakes.


2011.3.4


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most serious problem affecting our society today will be solved in our lifetime.


2011.3.11


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Although science and technology will continue to improve, the most significant improvement for the quality of people's lives has already taken place.


2011.5.28（北美）


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? We can know more about a person from the types of friends he/she has.

……

限于篇幅，此处只列出了2006—2011年属于本类的新托福写作真题，想要知道2012年至今的最新题库分类，请直接加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu”或“liuwenyonglasedu2”，与我联系索取。


托福185题库


3. Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change improved the way people live? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

23. In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a good idea? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details.

63. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most experiences in our lives that seemed difficult at the time become valuable lessons for the future. Use reasons and specific examples to support our answer.

68. Many teachers assign homework to students every day. Do you think that daily homework is necessary for students? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

82. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can tell you a lot about a country. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

94. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays an important role in a culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

148. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing games teaches us about life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

150. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching television is bad for children. Use specific details and examples to support your answer.

154. In some countries, people are no longer allowed to smoke in many public places and office buildings. Do you think this is a good rule or a bad rule? Use specific reasons and details to support your position.

162. Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year. Do you think these people deserve such high salaries? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

182. Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people treat their birds, cats, or other animals as members of their family. In your opinion, are such relationships good? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

……

想要知道最新的机经题目属于哪个分类，请加文勇的微信公众号“liuwenyonglasedu2”交流。



至此，我们已经把可能出现的问法都罗列了一遍，就像是一个任务列表，强迫大家按照不同的问法特点分类来进行练习，推荐大家针对每一个分类试着写1～2篇文章，这既能安抚备考时慌张的心情，又能敦促自己完成基本的练习量。只有通过自己的尝试和练习，才能熟练掌握一些写作方法，并在此过程中找到最适合自己的方式。写作不是一门理论第一的科目，而是一门在实践中提高的科目，只有理论没有实践是万万不行的，看过书后，请在第一时间动起手来吧。



注释


[1]
 此处的“三段论”指的是文章的主体部分为三个自然段，不包括首尾段。“四段论”则为四个自然段，同样不包括首尾段。


[2]
 如果需要参考答案，就请添加文勇老师的微信“liuwenyonglasedu2”吧。


[3]
 当我们在阐述“A未必是B的原因”的时候，我们可以进一步提出这样的一句论述：“A未必是B唯一的原因”，或者“A未必是B最重要的原因”。


[4]
 如果需要参考答案，就请添加文勇老师的微信“liuwenyonglasedu2”吧。


附录　文书写作之“个人陈述”（PS）

一、PS的职责

在所有的文书中，Personal Statement（“个人陈述”，以下简称PS）占据着最重要的地位，并且这个最重要的地位从来都是不容撼动的。毫不夸张地说，这个小小的大约800～1000个单词的PS必须是考生所有作品中最精致的一个。高考作文可以在某种程度上决定考生第一次生死，但是要知道那至少是经过了高中长达3年的训练而最终呈现的文章；说托福作文可以在某种程度上决定考生的托福分数，可是要知道托福可以考若干次，托福作文则更是在短时间内可以速成的，多年后再回头看，考生极有可能会觉得当年写的托福作文惨不忍睹。可是PS不同，一篇PS的诞生，从开始的动笔，到最后的成稿，中间可能会经历5遍、10遍、20遍的反复斟酌、反复修改。而且考生要确保多年后再翻出来看，依然觉得这个小东西还不错，唯有这样，才算是对自己有所交代。

为什么PS值得如此大动干戈、兴师动众呢？整个申请过程通常包括如下几大块内容：标准化考试成绩、在校成绩、文书和其他（见P340图示）。如果抽掉了“标准化考试成绩”，也就是说，如果申请者的TOEFL、IELTS、GRE、GMAT等成绩不理想，会直接导致整个“申请”的球体倒塌；“在校成绩”所起到的作用也是如此，如果在校的GPA过低，或者单科成绩过低，也会直接使得“申请”的球体摇摇欲坠。但是与这两者不同的是，多数情况下，即使把上面的“文书”球摘掉，“申请”的球体依然可以牢固地存在，但是它所能达到的高度很显然受到了局限。而对于“文书”来说，PS在其中起到了大概70%甚至更大的作用。这也就意味着，如果“标准化考试成绩”和“在校成绩”都处于非常理想的状态，“申请”的球体可能不会出现坍塌。但是本来能够进入排名前30名学校的考生若PS不理想，可能只能够进入排名前50名的学校。如果考生希望攀登得更高，那么唯有在这短暂的申请季节重视PS，至少不忽视它。
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二、PS的写作流程

在经过了素材梳理的过程后，便进入到了PS动笔写作阶段，然而对于考生来说，尤其对于DIY的考生来说，PS成篇后，有问题的部分比没有问题的部分还多。“有问题”部分大于“无问题”部分是一个非常可悲的事实。为了尽可能地防止出现这种改比写都难的情形，申请者应该遵循以下几个步骤：
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第一步：确定主线


在下笔之前，先仔细思考这篇PS的主线是什么，把自己的想法写下来。所谓主线，没有千篇一律，只有各有千秋。如果思前想后，想破了脑袋依然没有想法，那就按照最原始但是最保险的主线捋下来，即：

第一段：申请什么专业
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第二段：为什么申请该专业
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第三、四、五、六段：为申请该专业做好了哪些准备
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第七段：做好了申请对方学校的准备，对方学校的优势在哪里


第二步：确定为主线添枝加叶的素材


在主线确定后，依然不要着急动笔去写。你打算用哪些素材来为你的主线添枝加叶？这是第二步要思考的问题。通常，对于申请研究生课程的申请者来说，在校学习经历、研究经历、实习经历、海外学习经历、志愿者经历、课外活动经历等都是可以选择的衬托主线的叶子。

如何在这么多的叶子中选出来最适合的那几片？这就是我在《去美国读研究生》一书里跟大家说过的关于如何整合素材部分（见“学做头脑清晰的人”这一节），现在可以派上用场了：选择“所申请专业所需要的能力”和“自己已经具备的能力”的重合点，这是最佳素材。说到底，申请研究生课程的申请者已经不像申请本科课程的申请者一样，可以完全对“专业”置之不理，整个申请中即使一次都没有提到过专业，也依然可以被名校录取。申请研究生课程不同，申请者已经不能单纯地在PS中讲一个动听的故事，靠动听的故事感动审核者，更多的是要靠“专业”，因此在PS的写作中，通常来说，所有的叶子都是围绕着“专业”来转的。这就要求广大的申请者一定要思考自己所申请的专业到底需要哪些方面的能力，自己是否已经具备了这些能力，通过哪些素材可以说明自己已经具备了这些能力。把这三个问题思考清楚了，PS写作中所谓的亮点挖掘就完成了。是的，那就是你的亮点，无须怀疑。
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第三步：写好承上启下的语句


多数人在经过了第一步和第二步之后，就直接进入写作阶段了，可是写完之后就会发现，整篇文章都是散的，是不成体系的，像一盘散沙。这是因为90%的申请者都忽略了从小就被灌输的一个写作要素：段落之间的承上启下或过渡。

在一篇PS的写作中，段落与段落之间无论是什么关系，并列也好，递进也罢，转折也可，都是要产生了关系之后才会出现所谓的连接词，而所谓的承上启下或过渡就是为了让段落之间产生某种关系（比如并列或递进），只有段落之间产生关系了，整篇文章才会成为一个整体。

因此，这就要求申请者在做完第一步和第二步之后，把第二步中的素材与素材之间的关系找出来，找出来之后，在每个段落的结尾加上准备启下的句子，在每个段落的开头加上准备承上的句子。当然，这些句子会有一部分在最终成稿后去掉，为的是使文章看起来简练。即使如此，在动笔之前就想清楚了段落之间的关系，并且段首和段尾都已经写好了承上启下的语句的话，整篇文章最后就不至于散成一盘沙了。
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三、PS的写作内容

（一）PS中需要体现学科研究所运用的科学方法

不管申请什么专业，有一点是通用的，那就是研究能力，而要论述研究能力，就要提到科学的研究方法，大部分的学科研究所使用的科学方法通常都包含（但不限于）以下要点：

1. 细致的观察

2. 构建假说并验证之

3. *对新信息的开放性

4. *自愿接受他人的经过验证的成果
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以上四点，无论在哪个学科里面都会被反复强调。这意味着，在写PS的时候可以强调这些内容：细致的观察能力、良好的构造并验证假说的能力、对新信息的开放性等。现在我们分别来看一下：

1. 细致的观察

观察要凭借我们的感官（嗅觉、视觉、听觉、味觉和触觉），或者我们感官的延伸（显微镜、录音机、X光、温度计等）。如果我们想向录取委员会展现自己细致的观察能力，那就需要展现我们的感官能力很强，或者是感官衍生能力很强。什么意思？这样说吧，肯定有很多考生是化工专业的，如果我们要在PS中写使用显微镜的过程，借着使用显微镜这个过程来表现细致的观察能力，那么这里的显微镜就是感官的衍生。因此我们可以在PS中这样写：“有一天，我通过显微镜发现了××，我觉得××跟课本里的内容不太相符，原来课本中的实验是在限定条件下进行的，而我刚才观察到的××是由限定条件改变所引起的，所以根据我的发现，我继续改变课本中的限定条件，进行了多次实验，最后我发现我所看到的××和课本上的内容不一致，因此不能用同一个定理来解释，但是可以肯定的是，我的实验和课本上的实验都是正确的。”

如果我们在PS里面举出这样一个实例，就可以从侧面强调自己具有超强的观察能力。虽然实验结果未必是我们直接看到的，可能是通过显微镜看到的，也可能是通过其他感官衍生看到的，但也可以从侧面证明自己具有细致的观察能力。事实上，我们在人文学科里边所做的调查问卷也是感官的衍生。观察对象未必是我们直接看到的事物，也许是别人提供的数据、数字、公式，只要我们能从中发现不同寻常之处，就说明我们的观察细致入微，和别人不一样。

2. 构建假说并验证之

假说是有待验证的对特定问题的可能的答案。一个好的假说必须是逻辑严密的，能够包含现有的所有信息并对将来可能补充的信息开放。

额外注意：如果有多个选择，一定要选择最简单的、包含最少假设的那个假说。

对假说可以简单地通过收集其他来源的信息加以验证，也可以通过额外的观察加以验证，更多的时候需要通过设计一个实验来加以验证。实验通过再现一个事件，使得科学家可以对假说加以验证。

额外注意：我们往往不会接受单个实验的结果，因为那有可能只是与实验变量无因果关系的随机事件。只有大量的重复实验皆表现出明显的因果关系，这个实验才可信。

相比较来说，这个能力对我们的要求几乎是最高的，有能力提出假说的，必然是对自己的专业有相当了解的；有能力对自己的假说进行验证的，也必然具备一定的研究精神。因此，如果我们具备这个能力，那么我们就比其他申请者突出了一些。

3. *对新信息的开放性

4. *自愿接受他人的经过验证的成果

在这四点中，最后两点是打了星号，着重标出的。自愿接受他人经过验证的成果这一点也许看起来稍微有点怪异。大家可以参阅《去美国读研究生》一书，其中讲到了十个性格特质，大家会发现十个备选项里面没有“坚持”。现在，就让我们来分析一下为什么在文书写作中，特别是PS写作中最好不要出现“坚持”。

首先，“坚持”和“固执”之间容易转换，而“固执”是在进行科学研究的时候最危险的特质。“坚持”和“固执”之间的区别往往是说不清楚的，这里有一个在PS中提到“坚持”的例子：“当时很多人都不看好我的实验，老师也说我的实验不可能做成功，但是我还是坚持下来，我几乎每天都会做一个小时实验，坚持做了三个月，最后我终于把实验做成功了。”看到这个例子，一般情况下，别人会佩服我们。每天做一个小时，连续做三个月，这足以说明我们非常努力，很有恒心。但是我们要知道，当录取委员会的人看到我们这个例子的时候，会这么想：“一开始大家都觉得你这个实验是做不成的，但你还是坚持做了三个月。要多固执的孩子，才能做一个不被所有人看好的实验啊。”这样的特质如果出现在文书里面，申请者就会很危险。

其次，可能科学家最重要的特质是从不“坚持己见”。张五常先生曾说过一段小故事：“1982年回港任职不久，同事陈坤耀说他听到佛利民好胜，辩论时不肯认错。我说：‘不可能对。佛老认错快过闪电，认了错对手也不知道。’不止此也。我自己的经验是如果佛老认为你的观点比他的好，他会立刻站在你那边，替你发展下去。你怎么办？如果你好胜，会被迫走上与自己相反的方向，而佛老则拿着原来是你的论点，胜了你。”

通过这个小故事，我觉得大家现在应该能够理解，为什么我担心你们会“坚持己见”，为什么强调你们要学会不那么“坚持己见”，学会接受他人的观点。我总会和别人说这样一句话：“我认为真正读过书的人，不在于他取得什么学位，而在于他能不能从不坚持己见；真正读过书的人，最大的特点就是从不坚持己见，只要别人是对的，便马上赞同，极易被说服。”科学家最重要的特质可能就是从不“坚持己见”，我们从本科进入研究生阶段之后会接触更多的科学研究，如果我们在PS中过分强调自己“坚持己见”，就会显得对科学缺少开放的态度，不具有包容性，这时候录取委员会就会怀疑我们是否应该被录取，毕竟对新事物的包容是科学进步的一大动力。

（二）如何将这些科学方法运用得恰到好处

在我们说明了研究的科学方法的四个要点之后，我们来看一下如何行之有效地将这四个要点呈现出来：

1. “事实胜于雄辩”

2. 怀疑主义（skeptism）、好奇精神（curiosity）是引出实例的万能工具

3. 相比于“给答案”，“问问题”有时候更容易有震撼作用


There is an insistence on ample supporting evidence by numerous studies rather than easy acceptance of strongly stated opinions. Scientists must separate opinions from statements of fact. A scientist is a healthy skeptic.



这是《生命科学研究》前言中的一句话，通过这句话我们可以得出下面的结论：

1.“事实胜于雄辩”

一些申请者在写文书的时候喜欢讲空话，比如说“你知道吗？我……很厉害。”这样高调地赞扬自己的例子在文书里面是很常见的。但是，申请者在写文书的时候，应该尽量对自己表扬自己的例子做低调的处理，写出更具体的东西，因为“事实胜于雄辩”。下面我们就“事实胜于雄辩”讨论以下两个案例：


案例一

……我的实验能力很强，我的老师总是表扬我，我的同学们都愿意在做实验的时候与我一组……我想，我独立完成××理论的××部分的验证工作，这件事情足以证明我的实验能力……

案例二

Transferring majors is difficult at colleges in China. You have to be among the top three in your previous major and you also have to pass strict examinations on the subject. I was finally accepted into the Department of Physics at ×× University, one of the best Physics Departments in China.



上面两个例子显然是不同的，第一个特别直接和明确，不断强调自己实验能力很强，但是所选取的都是比较空泛的事例。而第二个例子，我们在文章中几乎看不到作者强调自己学习能力强的词语，他只是很单纯地在描述一个事实，说：在中国转专业特别困难，本专业排名前三名的学生才能够转专业，并且要经过严格的考试，才能转专业成功，我转专业成功了。这段话先讲转专业很困难，接着说自己转专业成功，无形中强调自己的学习能力很强。

显然第二个例子更容易说服别人，读者甚至根本都没有意识到他在表扬自己的学习能力强，但是读者却觉得他很厉害。可以说，他十分了解“事实胜于雄辩”这个道理，因此，我们在写PS的时候，一定要注意描述事实，多写实例，这往往要比我们去说一些空话好得多。

2. 怀疑主义（skeptism）、好奇精神（curiosity）是引出实例的万能工具

我们在写文书的时候可能会举一些例子之类的，那么怎么去引出这些例子呢？可能怀疑主义、好奇精神就是引出这些例子的万能工具。这也就意味着，当我们不知道如何引出例子的时候，就可以说因为自己好奇、怀疑什么，所以自己打算做个实验来验证它，而这恰恰展现了进行科学研究的要素，即怀疑主义和好奇精神。有这样一段描述好奇心的话：


“The word ‘curiosity’ pleases me. To me it suggests something altogether different: it evokes ‘concern’; it evokes the care one takes for what exists and could exist; a readiness to find strange and singular what surrounds us; a certain relentlessness to break up our familiarities and to regard otherwise the same things; a fervor to grasp what is happening and what passes; a casualness in regard to the traditional hierarchies of the important and the essential.”

——By Michel Foucault



Michel Foucault是法国哲学家，这是他写的一段话，这段话强调好奇心能够引发人去追求很多东西，也就是说，纯粹的好奇心就能够推动人进步。

下面，我们来看一个描写好奇心的案例：


案例

…

By applying for Ph. D. studies at your university, I am seeking to fulfill a childhood dream to understand and appreciate the wonders of nature. Born and brought up in a small city on the Yun-Gui plateau in southwest China, I was full of curiosity in my childhood as I observed the dramatic weather changes there.

…



上面这段话在一开始就告诉别人，好奇心促使自己去了解云贵高原的天气变化，进而引发了自己对所申请专业的兴趣。


The formation of the questions is not as simple as it might seem because the way the questions are asked will determine how you go about answering them. A question that is too broad or too complex may be impossible to answer; therefore a great deal of effort is put into asking the question in the right way. In some situations, this can be the most time-consuming part of the scientific method; asking the right question is critical to how you look for answers.



这也是《生命科学研究》前言中的一句话，通过这句话我们得出下面的结论：

3. 相比于“给答案”，“问问题”有时候更容易有震撼作用

在写文书的时候，我们有时候可以去强调自己具备发现问题的能力，而不一定要花尽心思去强调自己有解决问题的能力，因为很多时候，提问要比解决问题更显能力，而这正好是申请者在写文书的时候希望给录取委员会的感觉。所以希望申请者在文书里面写出，自己能够在专业领域里透过某种现象看到一些东西，同时提出一些问题。下面，我们来看一个比较经典的案例：


案例

艾智仁的提问

经济学假设“每个人都需要争取利益最大化”，如果有些人不争取利益最大化的话（甚至可能不知道为什么要争取利益最大化），经济理论是否依旧成立？

艾智仁是比较著名的经济学家，他特别喜欢提问。因为上面的提问，他被芝加哥大学聘请过去担任教授。他在博士后研究期间提出上面的问题，当时他正在参加一场经济学领域的讨论会，因为他提出的这个问题质疑了经济学最基础的假设，尽管当时他也不知道答案，只是问了这样一个问题，却将讨论会的题目推翻了，导致当时的讨论无法继续进行下去。这里，我们足以看到提问的力量有多大。

在这之后，艾智仁又写了一篇文章，专门来回答这个问题，他说，最大化只是一个假设，一个人根本不需要知道自己在争取什么。适者生存，不适者淘汰，生存的适者应验了争取最大化的假设，理论于是解释了人的行为，究竟一个人知不知道自己为何那样做是无关宏旨的。当然这就是后话了。



（三）PS需要体现良好的“专业底蕴”

我前面已经反复说过，在文书中展现自己的专业能力是非常必要的。在我们明确了自己的文书要写得专业化之后，我们来继续探讨“专业底蕴”：良好的“专业底蕴”指扎实的学科理论功底和专业实力。在文书中描写自己具有良好的“专业底蕴”时，要把握一个基本思路：不装作什么都懂，也不让人觉得什么都不懂，这就要求我们在文书里面要展现自己具有基本的“科学/学科理念”。科学是有通用性的，而学科则是我们所学的专业领域。比如，我们所学专业为工科，那么在文书里面不但要展现自己具有“科学理念”，而且要展现出工科的“学科理念”。

为了更好地理解，我们继续看《生命科学研究》这本书中的一些内容：Science is actually a process used to solve problems or develop an understanding of natural events that involves testing possible answers. 这是《生命科学研究》前言中的一句话，这句话是说科学实际上是一个过程，用于解决问题或者是理解自然事件，这其中涉及检验可能的答案。在此借这句话告诉广大的申请者，当我们希望在PS中展现自己某种能力的时候，要展现的一定是对于科学研究这个过程的能力，而不是对于结果的能力。换句话说，就是希望申请者能够花更多的笔墨来描述自己做科研的过程，因为科学本身就是一个过程，而不是一个结果。

科学的成果是不断被推翻的，那些科学的理论、成果在历史前进的过程中总是被一次一次地推翻，同时后面一代人的进步总是建立在将前辈的理论和成果推翻的基础上。可是为什么我们仍认为18世纪以后科学的进步是稳定的，而18世纪之前科学的进步是不稳定的？这看似十分矛盾，因为在推翻前人观点的时候，我们一般都是踩在前人的肩膀上，但是在18世纪以后就出现了严谨的科学研究过程，这就意味着我们不再强调科学解决了什么问题，而是尽力强调通过什么方式、什么步骤、什么过程解决了什么问题，获得了什么知识。

从上面的讲解中，我们可以得到这样的启示：

不过分强调“我解决了什么问题”，而应尽力体现“我通过什么方式/步骤/过程解决了问题”。

接下来，让我们用这个启示来探讨下面两个案例：


案例一

文书写作的两种选择

选择一：

我通过实验，证明了××定理，并且由此发表了一篇文章——这在我们学校引起了很大程度上的轰动。老师们对一个本科生能够发表一篇有创见的文章而感到欣喜，甚至觉得不可思议，而同学们也都对我所获取的成就侧目，纷纷向我请教各种学术问题。

选择二：

我们的课本之中描述了证明××定理的实验方法。我与我的朋友们一道通过实验验证了书本中已有的范例实验。之后，我还饶有兴趣地从另外一个角度设计了一套全新的实验方式，改变了实验的具体操作方法和实验材料，但是依旧得出了同样的结论。后来发现，事实上我给出的实验思路与书本之中所给出的实验思路本质上是一致的——表现形式不一样却殊途同归啊。



案例一中提供的两种选择，我更倾向于后者，因为前者让人感觉到不可信，而后者恰好规避了这一点，没有自夸的倾向。选择二的作者虽然做的是书本中的范例实验，结果也是事先知道的，但是重要的是，作者从另外一个角度设计出一套全新的实验方式，得出和书本上相同的实验结果。在这里，作者很巧妙地突出自己和别人不一样的地方，突出自己活跃的思维，虽然最后通过实验没有得到新的东西，但是这已经足以让录取委员会觉得作者是一个可造之材。在这里，我们可以看到选择二相对于选择一是一个明显的进步。


案例二

The advantage of Robustness against the groove depth has great prospects in future applications. I have experimented many times with the use of COMSOL software, making comparisons between different modes and analyzing their feasibility for manufacture.



案例二显然是在描述一个实验过程，其中还涉及大量的专业术语，比如groove depth、COMSOL software，这是一种比较好的写作方式。

分析完这两个案例之后，我要与广大申请者分享下面的小贴士：


小贴士

关于文章中专有名词的使用：当我们在描述实验过程的时候，我们应该重点描述我们是如何做这个实验的。在描述实验过程的时候，为了使我们的文章能“touch”录取委员会的成员，也就是引起共鸣，那么我们在进行文书写作时不应该回避专业名词，相反，我们该用包容的心态欢迎专业名词的出现。比如，我们的读者是经济学专业的，如果我们和他探讨经济学问题时提到SPSS 这个软件，那么他一定会深有感触，因为这个软件在经济学分析中是经常用到的，他之前一定有所了解，甚至接触过。也许，当我们使用专有名词之后，在其他非本专业的同学看来很奇怪，但是我们要知道，如果自己学科内部的人看到这些专有名词，他就会觉得文书看起来很专业，至少可以证明我们对自己所学的专业是有一定的了解的。



（四）如果没有良好的“专业底蕴”，PS如何实现其职能——四个“投机”方法

如果我们没有良好的“专业底蕴”，又想通过文书向录取委员会展示自己具有很强的“专业底蕴”，那么我们就可以用下面的四个“投机”方法，事实上就是跳出“假设”、跳出“理论”、跳出“学科”，甚至是跳出“科学”本身。

1. 对各种假设提出质疑

对假设提出质疑即跳出“假设”，如果我们在想问题的时候可以提出一些和别人不一样的想法，那么录取委员会的人就会觉得我们思考问题深刻，这就是投机取巧的方法。对假设提出质疑的作用是什么？通常情况下，人们在思考某件事情时，总可以做出几种假设——它们往往看来是如此明显，以致我们会无意识地把它们视为当然。在这个时候，如果我们能稍微质疑一下它们的合理性（不一定要推翻它们），我们就能显得比别人略高一筹。下面我们来讨论两个案例：


案例一

经济学的基本假设：“经济人”

这个其实就是上面提到的“艾智仁的提问”，这个例子告诉我们，在所有经济学家都在“经济人”这个既定的假设条件下去探讨后续的问题时，艾智仁却后退一步，对“经济人”这个假设提出质疑：“如果有些人不知道自己是理性人怎么办？有些人不争取利益最大化怎么办？”虽然他只是对最基本的假设条件提出质疑，但是这样简单的提问却显得很深邃。




案例二

相对论的两个前提

相对论的两个前提：

（1）物理定律对于静止的人或者恒速运动的人来说都是一样的。

（2）相对于任何一个观察者，光速始终不变。

2011年10月1日的最新发现：超光速中微子。

2011年炒得比较火的一件事情就是“超光速中微子”的发现，这个发现几乎使得整个物理学的定义被全部否定。虽然这个到现在还不能确信，因为超光速中微子只比光速快 0.000005秒，差异非常小，所以很多人认为这仅仅是测量误差导致的。但是进行超光速中微子实验的人却说，他们会继续进行第二次、第三次，甚至是更多的实验，尽管现在他们已经做过一万多次的实验。不管结果怎样，超光速中微子的发现都对相对论的两个前提产生了很大的冲击。因为爱因斯坦在写相对论的时候是基于“物理定律对于静止的人或者恒速运动的人来说都是一样的”和“相对于任何一个观察者，光速始终不变”这两个前提的。在这里，事实上他设定了一个隐含前提条件（即光速是不可超越的，一旦超越光速，时间就会改变）。

大家应该知道这个发现为什么会产生这么大的影响，因为超光速中微子的发现否定了相对论的隐含前提（即光速是不可超越的，一旦超越光速，时间就会改变），因此它一旦属实的话，就意味着相对论的隐含前提不成立，也就意味着爱因斯坦的相对论将被推倒，就像当年爱因斯坦推翻伽利略一样。

通过这个例子，我们应该清楚，有时候如果我们能对一些问题的前提条件进行质疑，那么意义就会不一样（当然不要过分质疑）。其实我们在自己的专业领域也是有很多东西可以利用的，比如在做化学实验的时候，很多实验都是有前提条件、假设条件的。很多时候我们会想当然地认为那些前提条件不重要，甚至是不需要看的，我们只用进行具体的实务操作过程就可以，因为课本上会告诉我们如何一步步地操作。但是我们能不能试着想一下，那些前提条件是否可以改变，是否有可能让那些前提条件变得更加严谨一些，如果可能，那么我们就会显得比别人想得更多。



2. 跳出“理论”

跳出“理论”即用A的原则去解决B的问题，“融会贯通”（至少能够构造出“假象”，让人看起来我们是在融会贯通）。下面我们看一个跳出“理论”的案例：


案例

用机会成本/交易成本来解释土地流转之中的“短租约”

这实际上是用微观的内容来解释中观的内容，这恰恰是这个题目的创新之处。很多时候我们在讨论微观的内容，在讨论个体交易的时候，往往会用到机会成本、交易成本之类的概念。然而现在作者却把微观的概念引到中观研究层面，可以说这是大规模的逆转，这样别人会觉得挺有意思，因为这个角度是别人没有使用过的。

其实我们也可以尝试跳出“理论”，比如化学中会涉及有机、物理化学之类的不同章节。我们可以进行这样的尝试，试着用第一章里面的那些定理、推理去解释另外一些章节的内容，看看有没有可能在特定的条件下，试着从A解释到B，从B解释到A。



3. 跳出“学科”

跳出“学科”即用主学科（申请目标学科）的原则去解决副学科（非目标学科）之中的问题。比如我们想要申请经济学专业，但是我们的本科专业为金融。这时候，我们就可以试着用金融里面的道理来解释经济学中的问题，这是我们前面所讲的跳出“理论”的扩展而已。社会学科将跳出“学科”称为“把所学东西付诸实践”，只不过现在实践的内容为经济学。我们经常强调将学到的理论付诸实践，跳出“学科”就是把一个学科的知识应用到另外一个学科中。

当我们能够做到跳出“学科”的时候，别人就会认为学科的内容已经融入到我们的生活之中，会觉得我们的专业学得不错，而这正是我们写PS的目标所在。以下是跳出“学科”的案例：


案例

利用运筹学去解决土地流转之中的问题

这个例子就是跳出“学科”很好的范例，在跳出“学科”的时候不要限制自己的思维，要努力尝试着去寻找你所申请的主学科和副学科之间的关联，将二者尽可能联系在一起，这样对于申请者来说，尤其是对于想转专业或者是转学科的申请者来说，会为自己的PS增加一些亮点。



4. 跳出“科学”

当我们遇到道德、价值判断、社会取向、个人态度等这些无法用科学方法加以解决的问题时，就要跳出“科学”。

我们有时候会质疑一些事情，如果我们告诉别人这些事情中涉及很多道德、价值判断、生活取向以及个人态度等没法用科学进行解释的问题，这时候别人就会觉得我们不是一个书呆子，不但能够将科学运用在实践中，而且能够跳出科学来认识生活中的问题。

上面介绍了四个“投机”方法，主要目的在于尝试着使我们在书写文书，特别是PS的时候，能够展现出比别人略高一筹的想法。当别人都扎进一件事情中，千方百计地想用学科内部知识来解释问题的时候，我们不但能够扎进去，而且能够跳出来。当然，要强调的是，我们在文书里面不必同时使用以上四种方法，不然未免显得过于嚣张。其实我们的重心还应该在前面，在于告诉别人，自己可以用学科内部的知识来解释学科内部的问题。上面四个“投机”方法能够使得我们比别人思考得深刻一点，但基础还是我们的“专业实力”和“理论功底”。

（五）不可照本宣科、千篇一律

PS的写作内容并不是固定的，即使是我们力图在PS中体现的“论点”也是因人而异，因专业而异。当看完前面内容的时候，很多人会说：“懂了，我使劲说我的研究能力强就好了呗！”

如果你恰巧也这样想，那可真是悲哀。

很显然不是这样的，申请研究型学科，研究能力是重要的；申请非研究型学科，研究能力则未必是最重要的。

所以我们前面才一再强调根据所申请专业所需要的能力和素质来下笔。

（六）PS需要体现良好的金字塔原则（MECE）

金字塔原则指的是我们在描述信息的时候所要遵循的基本原则，即ME（Mutually Exclusive）“独立不重叠”、CE（Collectively Exhaustive ）“穷尽不遗漏”。


案例

Teenage Smoking

Ⅰ. Introduction

Ⅱ. Negative effect one is addiction, not habit

A. first effect related to addiction

B. second effect related to addiction

Ⅲ. Negative effect two is long-term health consequences

A. lung diseases

B. heart diseases

Ⅳ. Negative effect three is the cost to taxpayers

A. how much

B. why is this bad

Ⅴ. Conclusion



这是一篇非常糟糕的提纲，为什么说这篇文章的提纲糟糕？因为这个文章的结构给人的感觉像是在罗列。

这篇提纲的第一部分给出总体的背景介绍；第二部分列出吸烟的第一个坏处：吸烟会上瘾，而不是一个兴趣爱好；第三部分列出吸烟的第二个坏处：吸烟会造成长期的身体危害；第四部分列出吸烟的第三个坏处：治疗由吸烟引起的疾病会花费纳税人的钱。

我们很明显可以看出本文的观点：吸烟是有害的。尽管在这篇提纲中，作者列出吸烟的三个坏处，但是我们还会觉得这些坏处列出之后，文章很难说是完整的。如果问，作者是否把吸烟的坏处全部列完了？我们会觉得应该没有列完，但是要按照他的提纲补充又不知道如何补充。如果问，他所列出的这些吸烟的坏处是否是独立的？我们好像也不确定。于是就产生这种情况，一方面我们觉得好像提纲是没有讲全的，另一方面，我们又觉得提纲中点与点之间的关系不清楚，不知道是并列还是递进。这恰恰是罗列信息的时候最容易犯的错误，会造成信息之间重叠，点与点之间不独立。

如果我们写这篇文章的提纲，一定要遵循MECE原则，即内容相互独立，不重叠，而且内容穷尽不遗漏。那么在列这个提纲的时候，我们可能会这样做，第一部分给出总体背景介绍；第二部分列出吸烟的第一个坏处：吸烟可能会造成身体上的危害，包括对肺的危害、对肾的危害；第三部分列出吸烟的第二个坏处：吸烟会造成精神上的危害；第四部分列出吸烟的第三个坏处：吸烟除了会对个体造成危害，也会对社会集体造成危害，比如它会花纳税人的钱。注意，在这里，我们在内容上并没有增加任何一点其他的信息，但是却让别人感觉我们的写法比上面的案例好得多。因为这样的分类方法会让其他人感觉你思路更清楚，没有人会觉得我们有东西没讲到。

事实上，我们对上面的提纲进行改编之后，别人不会觉得我们的内容不完整，也不会觉得点与点之间重叠，因为我们将吸烟的危害分为肉体危害和精神危害，也就是说，在这个基础上不可能分出第三类来，个体危害与集体危害也分不出第三种来。

因此，在写作PS时，如果涉及分类，一定要记住MECE原则。

（七）PS需要体现良好的细节（details）与简洁（conciseness）原则

所谓的细节与简洁原则，就是我们在写文章具体内容的时候，在举例子的时候，在给出论证效果的时候，应该有两个基本的想法：所讲的内容足够细；所讲的内容足够简洁。看起来这是两个不能同时遵循的原则，因此谁能同时遵循这两个原则，谁就往成功迈进了一步。

很多美国人在与我们沟通关于PS的写作时，普遍的反映是中国学生的很多PS缺乏details（细节），一篇文章一定要有details才可能打动读者。什么叫作有details？从小，老师就教导我们：一篇文章中一定要有栩栩如生的描述。好比是讲故事，有的人能把故事讲得千回百转，有的人就只能平淡如水，故事本身是否吸引人是一个原因，讲述时的语音语调是另外一个原因，但是即使是同样的一个故事内容，用同样平淡的语调，由不同的人来讲，效果也会大不同。这其中的技巧之一就是在描述一件事情的时候，适当地加入一些细节便可以打动人。比如说，去贫困山区支教，然后孩子们听你的英语课听得很认真，这样简单的话，有这样的一个例子：It was amazing to see so many kids eager to learn English, despite their lacking of one shoe on their feet.后面加了一个细节的描述“即使他们的脚上只穿了一只鞋子”，这样读来会不会让人的心里酸酸的？如果心里有一点点的触动，那么目的就达到了。再举一个例子，有一个申请Social Work（社会工作）专业的学生，她曾经有个实习是去陪伴一个外来打工子弟的孩子，那个孩子一开始不跟她说话，然后她每周都去，中间她用了很多的努力才跟那个孩子搞好了关系，其中有句话是这样写的：Later on, he talked with me about his ambitions, his classmates, teachers and his humiliation in being denied admission into a nearby park (because he was not local). 两人之间的谈话内容何其之多，你选择哪个内容作为细节就是个值得考虑的问题，最后的这句话，看过之后就觉得心里凉凉的，仅仅因为孩子不是当地人，就不允许他进附近的公园，如果这激起了读者的情绪，那么目的就达到了，因为社工专业在某种程度上就是要反映一些社会现象，就是期待着能为弱势群体做点事情的专业。所有这些都是细节描述所起到的作用。细节描述不需要过多的文字，需要的是恰到好处的文字。

说到细节原则，始终跳不出一个例子，就是抽烟的例子。什么意思？正统的写作书籍在讲细节应该如何构造的时候，永远是举这个例子。例子是这样的，如果我们要描述一个男性抽烟，那么我们单纯告诉别人说他抽烟，远不如告诉别人说他抽骆驼烟来得合适。骆驼是一种香烟的牌子，在很多年前，骆驼烟算是最流行的烟，其地位相当于现在中国的中华烟。为什么我们在描述一个男性抽烟的时候说他抽骆驼烟比较好呢？因为读者很可能见过，碰过，甚至是抽过骆驼烟，所以说骆驼烟的时候会引起读者内心的共鸣。当我们写PS的时候，我们一定要给出足够的细节，而且这些细节要尽可能专业化，这样才会引起读者的共鸣。

还有一个被反复强调的很大的问题就是中国人写的PS太啰唆，最重要的原因还是申请者对英语这门语言的驾驭功夫还不到家，而要规避啰唆，无非有两个办法：其一，从根本上提升自己的英语造诣（显然这非一朝一夕之事）；其二，反复阅读自己写出来的文章，尝试着删掉一些文字，看看删掉它们后文章是否依然能表达出来我们想表达的感觉，如果是，那么文章就不够简洁。

（八）PS的细节需要体现良好的一致性原则

一般我们的申请者在写文章的时候，往往不知不觉便将文章写得比较长，尤其是写例子的时候，这自然是违背了简洁原则，可是如果自己的语言功底达不到那么高的水准怎么办？或者自己就是个话唠，车轱辘话来回来去地说个没完怎么办？有一个非常吃力但是非常讨好的方法：就是将每个分句都拎出来，问自己写这句话是为了什么。如果你写的这句话没有任何目标，也就意味着这句话放在文章中是没有意义的，那么就应该删掉。这就是我们该遵循的一致性原则，在写完每个完整的句子后，都该问自己这个问题，如果该句话与自己最初的想法相悖，那便违反了一致性原则。

虽然在上面提到细节原则，要求写的例子要尽可能详细，但是我们要清楚，在追求例子尽可能详细的同时，还要使例子和我们所要表达的内容尽可能地一致，这样才能使文章恰到好处地论述我们的观点。

（九）PS需要体现良好的专注与发散原则

专注与发散原则是收集信息时所要遵循的基本原则。我们先来介绍发散原则：


发散原则


发散原则——信息收集得越多越好：在写之前我们都应该对信息进行充分的收集，只有当我们掌握大量的信息之后，才能对问题，对自己有全面的认识，我们才可以在后续写PS的时候，对信息进行有效的选择。

发散原则——信息收集时，事无巨细，不分层次：上面我们讲到在写作的时候，需要遵循MECE的原则，即做到独立不重叠，穷尽不遗漏。但是在收集信息的时候，为了使我们能够尽可能多地收集信息，我们可以先不去思考分类，而应该事无巨细，不分层次地进行收集，之后再对信息进行整合。

发散原则——信息收集时，“改进”等于“创造”：在我们的信息收集完毕后，或者当我们在收集信息的过程中才思枯竭时，“改进”等于“创造”的理念会让你振奋起来，在这个时候，我们应该花更多的精力去改进这些信息，而不应该花大量的精力去寻找新信息，这个不断改进的过程也是一种创造。


专注原则


专注原则即一次收集只为一个观点，一次行文只为一个主题。我们按照上面所讲的把收集的信息拎出来进行分类，证明事情的时候，我们往往会发现根据内容可以写很多点。比如，我们会发现自己有五个特点，这五个特点都挺厉害的，然后每个特点下面有四个例子。这显然行不通。这种情形下，我们肯定很难把五个特点说清楚，每个特点所对应的例子也会不够细致。所以，这时候我们需要明确PS写作的主题，根据主题列出PS的主线，然后按照主线从几个特点中选择两三个，按照特点再对例子进行挑选。也就是说，我们在进行PS写作的时候要做到“专注”，一次行文只为一个主题（主线）。我们不能将所有信息都写入PS中，我们需要果断扔掉一些内容，因为如果你什么都想证明，那么最后只会证明你什么都不是。当然，我们挑选的时候，要尽可能放弃和别人一样的东西，保留和别人不一样的东西。


四、PS的语言

（一）语言确保无错误

以下是常见语言错误分类，以便广大的申请者在写PS的时候进行逐一核查。简单的错误可以用简单的工具，例如文本检查工具（Word/Pages）；较难的错误可以选择较难的工具，例如提前背诵一本语法书。

● 单词拼写错误

● 名词单复数形式错误

● 词性错误：在选择词汇的过程中忽略了英文词性的特性，仅按照含义来使用词汇，从而发生了词性使用错误的现象

● 单数可数名词未受限定：句子中出现的单数可数名词之前没有使用限定词

● 句子不完整：句子中某成分，尤其是构成句子的主干成分残缺

● 修饰关系错误：违反了词汇修饰的规则，采用了不恰当的修饰关系

● 词序错误：未使用正确的、符合习惯的语序来对内容进行陈述

● 非谓语动词使用错误：错误地使用了现在分词、过去分词或动词的不定式

● 现在分词和过去分词误用：没有保证逻辑主语与分词的一致性

● 不定式与动名词误用：错误地使用了不定式或动名词

● 关系代词误用：在定语从句中错误地使用了关系代词

● 主谓不一致：句子的主语和谓语在“数”上不符合一致关系

● 违反“主句专一”原则：当多个分句组成一个非简单句时，没有确保有且仅有一个主句

● 语气错误：句子没有根据上下文采用正确的“实语气”或“虚拟语气”

● 语态错误：句子谓语动词所使用的语态（主动/被动）与主语不一致

上面只涉及常见语言错误中的一部分内容，申请者可以自己进行补充和总结，将自己平时遇到的语言错误及时地记录下来，再进行有针对性的分类，然后根据自己所总结的语言错误进行逐一检查，从而有效规避语言错误。

（二）语言需保持严谨

段落间或句子间的关系包括：递进、并列、转折、因果。在写PS时，不管选择哪一种关系，都必须保证上下文的逻辑性，通俗一点来说，只有两者之间真的产生了关系，才可以将两者放在一起，才可以用到各类连词。比如最简单的“因为……所以……”，很多考生说“因为我的老师们都很喜欢我，所以你们这个学校的老师也会喜欢我”，这两者之间有什么因果关系呢？这句话缺乏最起码的逻辑合理性。

在保证语言严谨的前提下，这些关系中，我额外地强调一种关系：递进。我希望申请者在PS中多运用递进的关系。例如，在告诉别人我们想吃水果的时候，我们可能有两种选择：第一种，告诉别人：“你知道吗？我想吃水果。”第二种，告诉别人：“你知道吗？我喜欢吃苹果、梨子、香蕉、葡萄和哈密瓜。”若我们用第二种方式和别人说一下午，其实我们可以想到别人心中的感觉，别人会觉得我们很无聊。为什么会给别人造成这种感觉呢？那是因为他已经知道我们想吃水果，而且我们还在后面罗列了很多并列的东西，这样会让他觉得我们的思维一直是停滞的，没有前进，思维永远处于同一个阶段。所以我们在写PS的时候要尽量去规避段落间的这种没有前进的并列，因为没有人希望整篇文章都是在罗列信息。

递进的好处是什么？递进可以让我们的思维和想法看起来比别人更深邃，换句话说，递进可以让他人感觉我们的思维是不断前进的。那么如何在PS中构造段落间的递进？我给考生们准备了一些可能会用到的“递进”角度：

● 个人与集体

● 微观与宏观

● 次要与重要

● 物质与精神

● 一般与具体

● 轻微与严重

● 过去与现在

● 现在与将来

● 已知与未知

● 简单与复杂

当我们心中积累了很多“递进”的角度时，这些“递进”的角度就可能算是一个写作的诀窍。

其次，我们可以尝试着在PS里面将段落间的关系用特殊符号标注出来。比如：我们可以在每两句话之间标注出这两句话之间的关系，当一段中有五句话的时候，如果第一句和第二句之间是因果关系，我们就可以在下面标注出“因果”；如果第二句和第三句之间是论点与举例之间的关系，我们就可以在下面标注出“举例”；如果第三句和第四句之间是转折的关系，我们就可以在下面标注出“转折”。我们就按照这样的方法一直标注下去，直到整篇文章结束。当我们这样做的时候，我们可能会发现，某两段之间的关系说不清楚，其实也就意味着这两段话是断的，既然我们都不清楚两段之间是什么关系，读者就更不清楚了。这个时候，我们就要重新思考两者之间的关系，并做出相应的调整。

（三）语言应尽量“曼妙”

语言不“曼妙”这个问题是短时间内无法解决的，而需要时间的沉淀。我们可以使文书中没有语法错误，我们可以使自己的文书变得很严谨，但是很难保证自己的语言很“曼妙”，因此我们必须将文书早点写完，然后慢慢品读自己的文书，品读时间越长，我们就越有可能去修改文书里面的句子。也就是说，当我们写完文书之后，我们要经常将自己的文书拿出来读，如果在某一天我们突然想到一个好的句型，那么我们就及时进行修改，这也是我们针对语言不“曼妙”唯一可以做的事情——不断修改，不断完善。


五、PS写作的一些实用小建议

（一）“作家”先得是“坐家”

我们都知道写文书是一个苦力活，而且我们很多人在白天是写不了的，只有在晚上才能写出来。因为白天我们要不断接触人，只要身边有人，我们便没有办法静下心来写。虽然晚上我们可以静下心来，但是很多时候我们却没有思路，我们可能愣在那儿很久。这时候，就会有人忍不住先去娱乐一下。其实写文书和背单词一样，背单词就一个字，那就是背，所以即使你拿着单词愣在那儿发呆，你也应该愣在那儿，保持背诵的动作，不要先去放松。同理，我们要想写出好的文书，首先应该当好“坐家”，能够耐着性子“坐”下去，最终才能“作”出来。

（二）如果“写”不出来，就“改”出来

在写文书的时候，永远不要以为自己第一遍就会写得很好，一开始就想写出特别完美的东西，那基本上是不可能的。几乎每一篇优秀的PS都需要进行很多次的修改，所以在我们写不出来文书的时候，我们要做的不是停在那里什么都不做，而是至少先写出一个可能自己都忍不住呕吐的东西，然后再不停地修改。

（三）为每一个“词”负责

当我们将文书改写几遍之后，我们可能就会觉得自己的文书已经很完美了，不需要再进行修改。在这个时候，我们仍要做这样一个练习。比如，我们的文书里面一共有一千个单词，当我们修改完之后，我们便可以将每个单词拎出来，问自己写这几个单词到底是为了证明什么，能够证明什么。其实就像我们做GRE题目一样，我们会思考作者提到这个例子、这个单词是为了说明什么。这似乎听起来极其变态，但是如果没有答案，那就意味着这个单词应该删掉；如果有答案不清楚，那就意味着这个单词应该被替换。我们需要不停地做这个动作，直到我们能够确定PS里面的每个单词都是有意义的。

（四）读，大声读

当我们修改几遍之后，实在不想再修改，那么我们就要拿着PS开始念，从第一个单词一直念到最后一个单词。这样做的原因在于毕竟我们学习了那么久的英语，语感还是有的，通过读PS，我们就能够知道自己哪里没有写好，然后我们将其勾画出来，进行修改，之后接着念，如此反复这个动作，直到感觉文书读起来比较顺畅为止。虽然我们不追求押韵之类的效果，但是至少我们要使自己的PS念起来比较顺畅。


六、站在过来人的肩膀上——两篇优秀PS解析

（一）矛盾与冲突中成长的少年


I used to be quite rebellious when I was in junior high school. I felt so wronged that mother could not understand me and insist me doing exactly what she told to. Although my rebellion was suppressed by mother again and again, I would like so much my mother to understand my ideas and solve my problems, rather than mere criticism. This experience of mine leads to my decision to offer hands to youth in trouble or need and when I learn about social work, I know it is the career by which I can compensate for what is missing in school education and meanwhile realize my dream.

After four years' efforts, including thorough theory studies and ample field work, social work, once an entirely unfamiliar concept to me, has now become my career. During this same period, I, a formerly self-conscious girl who felt uneasy and unsure in a crowd, have become capable of reaching out to people in need and opening up their closed hearts with my enthusiasm.

Being my undergraduate major, social work, requires practical experience, from which I become aware of the spirit of social work and confirm my determination to further pursue this field. Out of many experiences, the time when I served as a mentor in the year-long project of Growth Guide (aiming to serve children of migrant workers) most inspired this decision. My first mentee was Chen Jiangchuan, a 12-year-old boy, whose parents were too busy working to take care of him. Every Sunday I took a bus across half the city to his home to accompany him. At first, I found time elapsed slowly because he was quite introverted and we had nothing to talk about. Week after week, I continued being a sincere companion to him. I helped him with his homework, accompanied him to play games with his friends in a garbage dump near his home, and gazed silently at the sunset with him. In his narrow and damp home, we served a hotpot and ate together with his parents. Even then he was still not talkative but he began to smile at me and his eyes began to sparkle. Later on, he talked with me about his ambitions, his classmates, teachers and his humiliation in being denied admission into a nearby park (because he was not local). I used to be his mentor but now I feel he is my mentor. He led me to walk a different path in life, and this experience taught me that, more than theory and skill, heartfelt companionship is the true essential ideal of social work and the origin of benevolence among people.

Later, my internship in August, 2009 showed me that sincerity is far from enough for a social worker. I was given the chance to guide some students in Beijing Railway Electrification School and help them organize a team with mutual trust and cooperation. But it is not so easy to be a group leader. A girl, one of my group members, refused to cooperate and feigned indifference. In order to solve this problem, I, together with my team members, did an “Original Family” in which we shared our ideas about the family member who influenced us most. This proved to be a turning point. She shared with us her family life and what led her to what she was. From then on, I began to get to know her and all group members became more understanding of each other. Together we were able to form a teamwork environment that pushed us forward. Through this experience, I improved my team organization skills, such as knowing when to elicit discussion, when to inspire members to offer each other suggestions, how to break the initial awkwardness and how to help members to cooperate with each other. It convinces me that qualified social work entails not only various skills and expertise but also potential development through the reflection of the relationship with others. Just as my supervisor said, “Change life with your own life and make peoples' lives more beautiful.” This motto inspires me toward further research and work in this field.

Aside from my acquisition of specialized knowledge and practical experiences, I also participated in some research that contributed to my career. My research focuses on migrant populations, especially the aged and children. Such people usually had difficulty in self-identity and adaptation to the environment. But we found little relevant literature from the journals when we initiated a project entitled “Survey on the Living Conditions of Elderly Migrants in Beijing” focusing on the elderly who follow their sons or daughters in their urban migration. We had to design the questionnaire and questions all by ourselves, do the pilot case, interview the aged concerned and validate the result all on our own. After many brainstorms and the frustration of numerous refused interviews, we finally completed the project and derived great benefit from the whole process.

The success motivated me to continue and I became interested in research on migrant children since my sophomore year, and did some relevant research on that subject, including my degree paper. My research mainly focuses on the adaptability of these children in migrant children's schools and general public schools. I joined Studies on Migrant Children: Current Situation, Development and Solution, co-hosted by Renmin University and Beijing Municipal Education Commission. In this project, I was responsible for studying differences between the migrant children and local children in terms of their social networks. Due to my lack of experience, I felt at sea when facing so much data and could not find a clue for an overall framework. I had to start with some literature and, after careful study, found references which were helpful. I decided to analyze the class structure of the children involved and adopt UCINET to do a further analysis. Gradually, I completed my task and won the approbation of my supervisor. It offered me a valuable chance to practice my quantitative analysis abilities. The data from the above research benefited me when I wrote my degree paper. All these research experiences added to my determination to further my education in social work and laid a solid foundation for my prospective academic research. Despite various difficulties in the initial stage, I improved my research and thesis writing skills. I learnt that difficulties of underprivileged people stemmed largely from injustice of the social system, rather than simply from poverty itself. Hence, I find social work and research to be quite useful in identifying people's needs, analyzing the question, exploring the resources and in seeking to build a relevant institution.

In the past several years, I have had thorough studies on theory and acquired skills, interned in various social agencies, been involved in a social network in Hong Kong, researched elderly and child migrants, and obtained the national qualification certificate to become a social worker. After all of these accumulated experiences, youth consultation and relevant family problem solving have finally become my primary interest. To broaden my horizon and keep pace with more advanced theories and practices of social work, I know I need to step out. I believe pursuing a Master's degree at Boston College would grant me such a chance, and also offer me a profound insight into social work in America where the development in this field is much more advanced than in China. I would like to gain the following from my professional education. Firstly, I can acquire many new ideas from courses and literature, well-established or controversial, and discuss them with my classmates and brew brand-new ideas by brainstorm. Secondly, I wish to be involved in more internship experience. Despite my practice in my undergraduate years, I still need to do more so as to improve my social work skills. Besides, I hope to get more guidance during my social work practice because only reflection can make practice more valuable. Thirdly, I am interested in participating in research work. I like to do research by experimentation, rather than mere literature research. Fourthly, I would like to deepen my commitment to my values. Boston College, in my view, can offer me what I want. Firstly, BC aims to teach both professionally and academically. By participating in classes and activities, I surely can enhance my abilities in putting theory into practice and improve my self-reflection ability by guidance. Secondly, I share with BC in its social responsibilities of helping the underprivileged population, which is quite lacking in China. I want to feel this responsibility in the community of BC and strive to do more and do better. Thirdly, Master Program of social work in BC also focuses on diversity. I am convinced that only in such an academic environment can I be exposed to more tolerating academic atmosphere and diverse values and cultivate fertile mind.

I have two goals. One is to become a professional social worker both in research and practice. The other is to intervene independently in youth growth, especially the developmental work for youth, intervention for high-risk youth and family guidance. I sincerely believe that systematic study and social experience at Boston College can turn me into a truly qualified social worker. I will become a more professional social worker and, with my knowledge and skill, I can help those who are in trouble, confusion or need, just like what I did years ago, to accompany them walk through the tough period.




背景说明


托福：88

GRE：无

GPA：3.2/4.0

录取学校：Boston College、Ohio State University

英文成文：邓乔楠老师

简单点评：

正如我们反复强调的一样，写任何文书之前，首先自己心里要有一个概念，自己所申请的专业需要什么样的素质和能力，不论自己的理解是否正确，在心里要有一个想法，如果不确定自己的想法是否合理，那么多去看一看美国学校的官网，看看它们希望我们是怎样的申请者。这个步骤，别人可以引导，但是最终的决定权在自己。因为每个人对每个专业的理解并不完全一致，每个人不同的阅历和经历在某种程度上决定了每个人对这个问题不同的理解。

我们选取的是申请Boston College的一篇PS，申请者认为社工需要真诚，需要不断反思，她说这是最基本的，在这个基础之上才是技巧，有了这个基础，学到了技巧，然后就是不断地付诸实践（practical experience），不断地进行深入的研究（research），唯有此才能成为一名合格的社会工作人员。因此很显然本文的思路如下：她有真诚并有案例为证；她有反思意识，也有案例佐证；她做了一些实践和研究，并且选出了自己受益最多的进行重点描述；整篇读来，她有人品，有能力，有专业背景，舍她其谁？

于是，这在很大程度上弥补了申请者硬件条件不突出的软肋，帮助她申请到了理想的学校。

当然，其他社工专业的申请者可以有对社工不同的理解，不求千篇一律，但求人人拥有独立思考之能力。每篇优秀PS的诞生都不是一蹴而就的，都是经历过若干次的思考、讨论、修改的。唯愿每位申请者都能多思考，多下苦功夫。

（二）成功何须煞费苦心地堆砌深奥和复杂


Out of the many possible career paths, I have chosen to become an English teacher. It was not an impulsive decision, rather one that I made after careful consideration and battling voices of objection. However, I realized from my practical experience that the ability to speak English does not make one a good English teacher. Theoretical guidance is indispensable, that is why I am applying to the TESOL program.

Languages have always been my fascination when I was growing up. After starting to learn English in school, it immediately became my favorite subject and my pride. I never considered studying English as a burden, rather looked forward to each class. At school, I won all kinds of English speech competitions and writing contests. I always thought I would grow up to become a translator or literature professor. The thought of becoming an English teacher never came to my mind until I met Miss Yang, our English teacher in senior one. She was the “idol” of all the students for her fluent spoken English, her logical organization of the class and willingness to communicate with us. English class was always the highlight of my day then and I looked forward to talking with Miss Yang every chance I got. I dreamed of someday becoming someone like her in the future.

Because of this dream, I applied to the major of English without any hesitation in my College Entrance Examination. The first two years of my academic studies were focused on sharpening my basic skills of listening, writing, reading and speaking in English. They provided me with confidence in my command of English. Starting in my junior years, we delved into the different branches of our major, Literature, Linguistics and English Education. I enjoyed all the courses from the different aspects, but what interested me most was Linguistics, especially theories related to second language acquisition. I never knew there were so many dimensions of science related to understand how a human being learns a second language and the different factors that could influence this process. Besides the assigned readings, I went beyond to read much linguistic research related to the area of language acquisition. The more I read, the more I started to wonder about the application of these theories in reality. It seemed the research in this field directly influenced the teaching of English in schools. However, there were also discrepancies in the way English is taught in China with the most advanced research results.

In order to find out more about the reality of English teaching, when I was asked to choose from three internship arrangements by my university, I chose to become an English teacher in The Middle School Attached to Ocean University of China instead of the much coveted internship opportunity of working as an interpreter in an international trading company. In the beginning I served as an assistant to an English teacher and got the opportunities to observe her class. What I observed was very different from what I expected. Her class mainly focused on grammatical drills and vocabulary exercises, there were little listening or speaking components in her class. However, the students never complained because they knew that this style of teaching could help them get high scores in the college entrance examination, which is highly competitive. I wondered if this style of teaching could really get students interested in learning English. After talking to some students, they all said that they did not feel that they could communicate in English, but they were glad that they could pass tests. I started to ask myself the question if a communicative style of teaching were used and students learned to communicate in English, wouldn't they still be able to pass the tests? After presenting my ideas to the teacher, she thought it was pretty interesting but said it was too risky and nobody would support this. Not ready to give up, I decided to conduct a research of the Different Learning Styles of English among High School Students. Quickly assembling a team, we collected data to analyze the relationship between the students' personalities, learning motivations and learning styles to their command of English. The result revealed many interesting food for thought, of which I took special attention to the role affective factors play in contributing to the learner's acquisition. The teacher plays an essential part in the learning process and students look forward to communicating with the teacher preferably using the target language. Through this internship and the research experience, I was more and more intrigued to learn more about the teaching of English and its related scientific research, that's why I have made up my mind to continue further studies in the field of TESOL which is all about applying the latest linguistic research into the teaching of English in the classroom.

When I got tired in my study or research, I liked to use music to relax. Being a good piano player, music has accompanied me when I was growing up. In order to find likeminded friends to share my hobby, I joined the department of entertainment in the Student Union of my university. My first big responsibility was to organize a singing contest for the freshmen in 2008. There were many details involved in this event and it challenged my leadership skills in many ways. But in the end it was a very rewarding experience as I learned to listen to others, to delegate and to deal with emergencies with calmness.

After a colorful and fulfilling life in university, I am ready to move up. With a very clear mission in my mind, I do not want to waste another minute.




背景说明


托福：106

GRE：1310

GPA：正常

录取学校：University of Pennsylvania

英文成文：赵星老师

简单点评：

这篇PS不仅用词简单，而且简洁（上篇也是一样，句子简洁，读着轻松），甚至连想要表达的意思与事例也很简单。

当我们与专业相关的经历寥寥无几时，我们只能踏踏实实地写好仅有的经历，并且用自己对专业的相对深邃的理解做弥补。许多申请者说，我确实是除了上课，其他什么事情都没做过，真是没有东西可写。我是不信这种说法的，只要去上了专业课，那么就有东西可写，遵循我们前面讲过的那些原则即可。

在这篇PS里，作者思考了做老师需要什么，是主动反思问题所在，还是关怀学生。沟通能力和研究精神这些也都表达出来了。对于这份职业的热爱和不厌其烦，我们感受到了……

说句题外话，上课的技巧可以通过不断上课和培训来磨炼（毕竟谁也不是天生知道怎么当老师的），可是内在的负责感、本质上对一份职业的热爱则很难通过培训得来，这些素质更可贵，学校自然就更看重。因此，很容易理解为什么这篇PS帮助申请者取得了宾夕法尼亚大学的录取通知书。

在这里，我们只选取这两篇PS，如想要阅读更多还不错的文书，可以持续关注我们的书籍，希望我们的下一本书会是优秀文书库，我们会专门选取一些代表性的文书进行点评，然后出版。


七、不想踩到地雷的话，请绕行

有一些写法是很容易踩到地雷的，因此我们应该小心翼翼地避开这些地雷式的写法。如下几种写法是很多很多中国人在写PS的时候所喜欢的或者是所追求的，也是我们希望申请者可以规避的写作方法。

（一）简历的扩充版本

我们的周围总有一些无比优秀之人，这些人有无比丰富的专业背景，在写PS的时候就极易陷入这个圈套，因为他们的素材多到无从取舍。

即使没有无比丰富的素材，也总有人喜欢将自己从小到大的经历，从校园到校外的经历，逐一地、毫不偏袒地、详尽地罗列在PS中。

这都是我们要极力规避的，PS是有重点地自我“炫耀”，而绝非毫无重点地细数经历。

因此，素材多如牛毛者，哪怕是通过扔硬币的方式来决定重点用哪些素材，也要舍掉一部分，否则，过多的素材只能让人一个都记不住。

（二）我的专业最重要

每个人都认为自己申请的专业有用武之地（或者说至少写出来后给读者的感觉是这样的），也就是说我们认定我们的专业是重要的，我们才会去申请。

这种时候问题来了，太多的人用大量的篇幅来论述所申请的专业在中国，乃至在全世界有多么重要，多么有发展前途。

那么不妨问问自己：教授会不知道本专业的重要性吗？我想，道理很浅显，答案也很明确。因此，不要刻意强调所申请专业的重要性。

（三）虚无缥缈和飘忽不定

在PS中，我们应该尽量避免去写那些虚的东西，比如说评论一下当今中国的经济形势、法律环境、社会，提议用什么样的解决方法，无论你是批评中国也好，表扬中国也好，这些事都轮不到你来做；再比如学金融的考生总结一下国内金融走势，分析一下美国金融危机的原因，最后说因此要去美国学习。这些都是不可取的，什么是personal statement？是个人陈述。教授想了解的是我们这个人，不是那些毫无根据的分析。我们有时间和精力写这些虚头巴脑的东西，远不如踏踏实实地写一下我们做过的社会研究，写一下研究的过程、研究中遇到的困难、如何克服了这些困难并最终得到了什么样的收获。这一方面可以体现我们对周围事件的关注，体现我们的社会责任感，另一方面还能体现我们的研究能力和克服困难的能力等，一箭多雕，何乐而不为呢？

（四）你想让我录取谁

很多PS这样开篇：

感谢我的父母，他们对我的教育和潜移默化的影响造就了今天这个“坚持自己梦想，相信努力可以改变未来”的我。我的父母都来自中国中部一个贫困闭塞的农村，出生于只能勉强满足温饱的家庭。在他们像我这么大的时候，那时的中国正在悄悄地发生着一场变革，一扇对世界紧闭的门被慢慢打开了。在这样的时代背景之下，我的父母敏锐地嗅到了“开放”的气息，他们成为了村子里第一批走出来的年轻人。从在中国中部的小镇子摆路边摊卖针线纽扣的小商贩，到在中国最有经济活力的东部沿海城市经营和管理上千人的纺织厂的民营企业家，我的父母用了接近30年的时间。当世界都在为20世纪90年代中国经济的“奇迹”而赞叹、诧异不已的时候，我的父母也是这个“奇迹”背后不舍昼夜，辛勤奋斗的千千万万个劳动者中的一个：他们是“奇迹”的见证者，更是“奇迹”的创造者。我的父母在努力打拼、艰苦创业的同时，也坚持着他们心中带有传统中国色彩的家庭理念和价值观。经过他们的教育，这种“不安现状，把握机遇，渴望成功”的创业者基因也流淌进了我的血液里。

内容很打动人，父母很伟大，这是毋庸置疑的。可是我录取你父母好了，为什么要录取你呢？

所以，我们在写文章的时候一定要注意：我们的重点是写自己，写他人只是为了抛砖引玉，这个砖块占很少的篇幅就可以了，大部分的篇幅是要留给申请者这块儿玉的。

（五）变态地抠语言

我们在前面讲过要尽量让自己的文章读起来“曼妙”，但是一些申请者有过度抠文字的行为。语言重要不重要？当然是重要的！但是要把握度。

高中的时候学习古诗词，语文老师会带着我们去分析它们的用词如何绝妙，如何不可替代，比如比较有名的那句“鸟宿池边树，僧敲月下门”，老师给我们分析的时候就说：“是僧敲月下门好呢？还是僧推月下门好呢？诗人为什么不写僧叩月下门呢？答案显然是僧敲月下门，因为僧敲月下门的‘敲’字更容易衬托出夜晚的宁静。”不再被高中的语文课本蹂躏的我们现在静下来想一想：万一那个门已经破了，一推就吱吱响呢，那岂不是更能衬托出夜晚的宁静了吗？所以我们是要有多高的文学造诣，才能在没有看到解析之前，就凭语感发现“敲”更好呢？

同样的道理可以适用于我们的PS，我们的读者是要有多高的文学造诣才会因为我们用了“敲”就录取了我们，用了“推”就拒绝了我们呢？何况我们的读者还通常是理工科出身的，我们问他哪个说法更好，他的回答可能是：“我觉得‘推’更好啊……”

[image: ]


更何况，我们连中文都很难推敲，怎能推敲英文。

所以，PS的用词要以能准确表达我们想表达的意思为第一目的，而不要追求所谓的文艺词、生僻词，否则最终成型的PS味道就变了。

[image: ]


总而言之，简历呈现出了真实的你，推荐信写的是几乎完美的你，PS则呈现了重点突出的你，所有这些就构成了一个完整的你。希望你塑造出来的完整的你是申请学校喜欢的。
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