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ACTIVITIES

BEFORE READING

1 Here are some of the people in The Emerald Crown
 . Who takes the crown?
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a
 Alexander Holder, a banker
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b
 Arthur Holder, Mr Holder's son
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c
 Sir George Burnwell, Arthur Holder's friend
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d
 Mary Holder, Mr Holder's niece
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e
 Lucy, Mr Holder's maid
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f
 Francis Prosper, Lucy's friend

2 What does the criminal do with the crown?

The criminal


a
 □ takes the crown to a different country.


b
 □ breaks the crown and takes some of the emeralds from it.


c
 □ sells the crown for a lot of money.


d
 □ hides the crown in a tree for many years.

3 What do you think happens at the end of the story?


Chapter One

A strange man

第一章　一个奇怪的人

'Holmes,' I said one morning. 'Come over here to the window. There's a very strange man in our street.'
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'There's a very strange man in our street.'


My friend, the famous detective Sherlock Holmes, got up slowly from his chair. He stood behind me, with his hands in his pockets, and looked down into Baker Street. It was a cold February morning, and the snow
 of the day before was on the road.

The man in the street was about fifty, tall, and fat. He wore expensive clothes – a long black coat, a tall hat and dark trousers. He ran along the street, and he looked very worried
 . His hands went up and down quickly, and his head moved from left to right.

'What's wrong with him?' I said. 'He's looking at the numbers on all the houses.'

'Watson,' said Holmes. 'He's coming here, I think.'

'Here?' I asked.

'Yes,' said Holmes. 'He's very unhappy about something, and he wants my help.'

Just then, the man stopped at our front door.

'There... I told you, Watson,' said Holmes with a smile. 'He's here to see me.'

Not long after that, the maid
 brought the man up to our room. Soon he stood in front of us. His head moved from left to right, and he put his hand up worriedly and pulled
 his hair from time to time. His mouth opened, but he couldn't speak.

Holmes took him by the arm and smiled. 'Please sit down,' he said, and he took him across the room to one of the chairs, and sat down next to him. 'You'd like to tell us your story. Is that right? You are tired. We can wait a minute, and when you are ready, we can begin.'

The man sat for a minute or two. Holmes and I waited quietly. Then, when he was ready, the man looked up and began. 'I look very strange, I know,' he said quietly.

'No, no,' said Holmes. 'You want to tell me something important, that's all.'

'Why did this happen to me? It's the worst thing... the very worst,' said the stranger.

'Please tell me your name, sir, and then you can tell me your story,' said Holmes.

'Perhaps you know my name,' said our visitor slowly. 'I am Alexander Holder of the Holder and Stevenson Bank
 of Threadneedle Street.'

'Ah yes,' said Holmes. 'One of the oldest banks in London.'

'I'm sorry, sir,' said Holder. 'They told me about you and said, "You must speak to Sherlock Holmes. He can help you!" I came to see you at once. I ran from Baker Street station
 to get here more quickly. It looked strange, I know, because I don't usually go running. Thank you for waiting. I am ready now to begin.'

Holder then started to tell us his story:





Yesterday morning I was in my office at the bank when a man came to see me. When I saw him, I was very surprised
 . He was a very famous man. I'm sorry, but I can't tell you his name – because he's one of the British royal family
 .

'Mr Holder,' he said. 'People come to you to borrow
 money, I hear.'

'Yes, they do,' I said. 'And we always give it to them when we can.'

'I see,' said the man. 'Well, I need to borrow fifty thousand pounds from you at once.'

'Fifty thousand?' I said.

'Yes. I can borrow that money many times over from my friends, of course. But I wanted to come to a bank for it. It's not good to borrow from friends. After you give the money back to them, they always ask you for things later to say "thank you".'

'And how long do you need this money?' I asked.

'For six days,' said the man. 'Someone is going to give me a lot of money on Monday, so I can give back the fifty thousand pounds to you then. But I need the money now.'

'Well, for the bank to give out fifty thousand pounds, you need to leave something expensive with us,' I said.

The man then took out a big black box and put it on the table. I was very surprised when he opened it.

'Do you know the Emerald Crown
 ?' he said.
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'Do you know the Emerald Crown?'


'It's one of the most famous crowns in England,' I answered.

Well, this man took the Emerald Crown out of the box. It's gold
 with thirty-nine large emeralds – all of the most beautiful green colour.

He told me, 'Please be very careful with it, and don't take it away from the bank.'

He also said, 'Please don't tell any of your friends or family about it.'

He was afraid of a scandal
 for the royal family, I think.

Well, I gave the man the fifty thousand pounds. He thanked me, and quickly left the bank. He's going to come back on Monday morning for the crown.

But then I started to feel worried. One night last week somebody went into a bank not far from us in Threadneedle Street, and took a hundred thousand pounds from the building. I was unhappy about leaving the Emerald Crown at the bank. So last night I took it home with me.

I left work at about six o'clock. I closed the door of the bank behind me and I looked carefully up and down Threadneedle Street. In the dark nobody saw me put the black box under my coat. I then took a carriage
 back to my house in Streatham. It was, of course, a cold, snowy evening and the carriage drove along very slowly. There was only one man in the carriage with me and he didn't see the box, I know: I had it under my coat all the time.

I felt pleased when I arrived home. I ran upstairs to my office and put the black box into the desk
 there. I locked
 the desk with a key
 and then went over to the window. Just then, I saw somebody – a stranger – in the front garden.

I couldn't see his face. He wore a hat and a long coat. When he saw me at the window, he suddenly walked away. I remember one thing about him: when he walked, one of his legs moved strangely.

I then ran quickly downstairs and out into the garden. 'Hello. Who's there?' I called.




snow
 n.
 something soft, cold, and white 雪



worried
 adj.
 not happy about something and thinking a lot about it 焦虑的



maid
 n.
 a woman who works in a rich person's house 女仆



pull
 v.
 to move something strongly towards you 扯



bank
 n.
 people put money and expensive things here 银行



station
 n.
 people get on and off trains here 车站



surprised
 adj.
 feeling that something very new is suddenly happening 吃惊的



royal family
 the family of the king or queen 王室



borrow
 v.
 to take for a short time 借



emerald
 n.
 a very expensive green stone 绿宝石



crown
 n.
 a king wears this on his head 王冠



gold
 n.
 an expensive yellow metal 金子



scandal
 n.
 something that a lot of people talk about, in an angry or interested way 丑闻



carriage
 n.
 an old kind of car that horses pull 马车



desk
 n.
 a table in a study or in an office 书桌



lock
 v.
 to close with a key 锁



key
 n.
 you can open or close a lock with this 钥匙






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes.


a
 It was a cold day in February, with snow on the road.


True ☑
 　False □



b
 Mr Holder looked worried when he spoke to Holmes.


True □　False □



c
 The Holder and Stevenson Bank is one of the newest London banks.


True □　False □



d
 A man from the Spanish royal family came to the bank.


True □　False □



e
 The man was afraid of a scandal.


True □　False □



f
 The man borrowed five hundred pounds from Holder.


True □　False □



g
 Holder took the Emerald Crown to his house.


True □　False □



h
 Holder saw a strange woman in the front garden.


True □　False □


WORD WORK

1 Match the words with the pictures.
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2 Use the words from Activity 1 to complete these sentences.


a
 It was a cold day, and there was a lot of 　　snow
 　　
 on the road.


b
 The royal family had a big ______________ with six white horses.


c
 When they arrived at the house, the ______________ answered the door.


d
 When you leave, please ________________ the front door with this big ______________.


e
 She needed a pen and some paper, so she looked in the ______________ for them.


f
 Anastasia wore a beautiful ______________ on her head. It had a big green ______________ at the front.


g
 He bought an expensive ______________ watch for his wife last Christmas.


h
 She looked very ______________ when we suddenly arrived at her house.

GUESS WHAT

What does Alexander Holder do in the next chapter? Read the sentences and write Yes
 or No
 .

Holder...
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a
 talks to the strange man in the garden. _______
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b
 hits the strange man. _______
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c
 talks to the people in his family about the Emerald Crown. _______
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d
 runs away with the Emerald Crown. _______


Chapter Two

Holder's story

第二章　霍尔德的故事

'And did you find this man in the long coat and hat?' I asked.

'No,' answered Holder. 'I looked in the front and back garden, but nobody was there.'

He stopped talking, and thought for a minute. 'But before I continue
 with my story, I must tell you about my family, and all the different people in the house.'

'Ah yes,' said Holmes, and he moved his chair nearer.

'My family isn't very big,' said Holder. 'My wife died ten years ago and I've got only one son, Arthur. I'm sorry to say it, but he isn't a very good son.

'When my wife died, Arthur was the most important thing for me. I wanted to make him happy, so when he asked for something, I gave it to him. I was wrong to do it.

I know that now.

'I wanted Arthur to work with me at the bank, but he was no good with money.

He was a wild
 young man. When he was eighteen, he started going to a gambling club
 . He made friends there – all rich young men with a lot of time and money. With these new friends he learned to play
 cards
 but, of course, he often lost. He came to me nearly every week and asked, "Can I borrow some more money from you, father?"'
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'He was a wild young man.'


'And did you give it to him?' I asked interestedly.

'Yes,' said Holder. 'Arthur often told me, "Father, I'm going to leave the club!" And from time to time he stopped going there. But he always went back after a week or two. There was one friend at the club with a lot of power
 over Arthur, an older man – Burnwell.'
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Burnwell


'Burnwell?' asked Holmes.

'Yes, Sir George Burnwell. Do you know him?'

'I know his name, I think,' said Holmes. He looked quickly over at me.

'When Burnwell first came to our house, I liked him,' continued Holder. 'He's a tall, handsome
 man. When he walks into a room, everybody looks at him. He's a wonderful talker: he can tell the most interesting stories for hours and hours.

'But he has a cold look in his eyes,' said Holder slowly. 'For me there's something strange about him. And my Mary thinks this, too. I can see it in her eyes.'

'Who's Mary?' I asked.

'Mary is my niece
 ,' said Holder. 'When my brother died five years ago, she came to live with us.
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Mary


'She's a wonderful girl,' continued Holder, 'and she does everything for me at home. I call her my "right hand", you know.' Holder looked out of the window and smiled. But the smile suddenly left his face.

'Only one thing makes me unhappy,' said Holder. 'Arthur loves Mary very much. Last year, he asked Mary to marry
 him, but she said "no". I feel very sorry about this, because Arthur needs a good wife. And Mary is the most wonderful girl.'

Holder stopped talking and then, after a minute or two, began again. 'Now, where was I?' he asked. 'Ah, yes... yes. Of course, there are the maids in the house, too. There are three of them – good young girls, and all of them started with me a number of years ago. And then there's Lucy, our most important maid. She came to us two months ago. We're very happy with her. But the only thing is... '
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'Lucy, our most important maid.'


'What's that?' I asked.

'She's very beautiful, and she has many admirers
 . Sometimes they come to the kitchen
 door in the evening... ' Holder then stopped. 'Well, that's everybody at home, I think.'

'And what about yesterday evening?' asked Holmes.

'Oh, yes, my story,' said Holder. 'When I came back into the house, it was time for dinner. And after dinner, Lucy brought in some coffee for Arthur, Mary, and me. Over coffee, I told Arthur and Mary all about the Emerald Crown. Lucy was out of the room at this time, I think, but I'm not sure
 .

'Arthur and Mary were very surprised when I said, "The famous crown is upstairs in my desk." Of course, they wanted to see it but I said "no". Arthur was very worried about house thieves
 . But I told him, "Everything's all right because there's a good lock on the desk." But he laughed and said, "Any key opens that desk. I opened it with the key to the attic
 when I was a child."

'I didn't listen much to Arthur,' said Holder. 'He often talks wildly about things. And by this time I was tired, so I went upstairs to bed.

'After about ten minutes, Arthur came to my room. He asked, "Can I borrow some money, father? I need two hundred pounds this time – to give back to my friends at the gambling club!" I felt very angry: he wanted money for the second time in a week. When I said "no", he started to cry. He then walked slowly to the door and closed it angrily behind him.'
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' When I said "no", he started to cry.'





continue
 v.
 to start again after stopping 继续



wild
 adj.
 not doing what someone wants 不听管教的



gambling club
 a place where you can play games and win money 赌场



play cards
 to play a game (like poker) with a pack of cards 打牌



power
 n.
 being able to make somebody or something do what you want 影响力



handsome
 adj.
 good-looking 英俊的



niece
 n.
 your sister's (or brother's) daughter 侄女；外甥女



marry
 v.
 to make someone your wife or husband 与……结婚



admirer
 n.
 an old word for a person who likes or loves another person, often secretly 追求者



kitchen
 n.
 the room in the house where people make things to eat 厨房



sure
 adj.
 when you feel that something is true 肯定的



thief
 n.
 (plural
 thieves
 ) a person who takes things without asking 贼



attic
 n.
 a room at the top of the house where you put things 阁楼






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Match the two parts of these sentences.

[image: alt]


WORD WORK

1 Find ten more words from Chapter 2 in the wordsquare.
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2 Use the words from Activity 1 to complete the dialogues.


a
 'Shall I stop playing the guitar now?'

'No. Please 　continue
 　
 .'


b
 'Where's your room?'

'It's upstairs in the _______________.'


c
 'Who's that little girl over there with your brother?'

'That's my _______________.'


d
 'Would you like to _______________ _______________ with us?'

'I'm not _______________. I haven't got a lot of time.'


e
 'Emily, that boy can't stop looking at Victoria. Does your sister have an _______________?'

'Yes, she does, Charlotte. His name's Albert. He's very _______________, I think.'


f
 'Look! A _______________ is taking that woman's bag.'

'Quick, phone the police.'


g
 'That film star is going to _______________ his girlfriend next week.'

'It can't be true. He's a really _______________ young man and he goes out with a different woman every night!'


h
 'Would you like to be rich?'

'Yes, of course. Money gives you _______________.'

GUESS WHAT

In the next chapter Alexander Holder gets up when he hears a noise in the night. What is it? Tick one box.
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a
 □ A woman is crying downstairs.


b
 □ Somebody is breaking a window.


c
 □ Somebody is closing a door or a window.


d
 □ Two people are talking in the garden.


Chapter Three

In the night

第三章　夜里

Holmes sat back in his chair. 'Well, Mr Holder, what happened next?' he asked. Holder continued with his story.





Before I got into bed last night, I looked into all the different rooms in the house. I went first to the office next to my room. I looked into the desk. The Emerald Crown was there, and it was safe
 . I then locked the desk again carefully.

After that I went downstairs. I was surprised when I found Mary next to an open window in the hall
 . She quickly closed the window when she saw me.

'Uncle
 ,' she said. 'Five minutes ago Lucy came in through the kitchen door. She was out in the lane
 . Did you know that?'

'No, I did not,' I said angrily.

'She was with one of her admirers again, I think,' said Mary. 'It isn't safe. We don't want strange men near the house at night.'

'No, we don't. I must talk to her in the morning about this. And Mary,' I said. 'Did you lock all the doors?'

'Yes, I did,' she said.

'Are you sure?'

'Yes, I'm sure.'

Then I went upstairs to bed. I'm not usually a good sleeper and sometimes I get up in the night. Well, at about 2 o'clock in the morning I suddenly opened my eyes when I heard a strange noise.

It wasn't a loud
 noise. 'Is someone closing a window or a door perhaps?' I thought. I sat up in bed and listened.

Everything was quiet for a minute or two, but then I heard somebody in my office. I felt afraid and got out of bed. I went to the office, and slowly opened the door.

In the half-light I could see Arthur in only his shirt and trousers. He had no shoes on. The Emerald Crown was in his hands, and he pulled at it wildly. He wanted to break it, I think.

'Arthur!' I cried. 'What are you doing with the crown? You thief! You thief!'
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'Arthur! You thief! You thief!'


When he heard me, the colour left his face, and the crown fell
 from his hands.

I ran over and looked at it. One of the corners
 of the crown, with three emeralds on it, was missing.

'Arthur!' I said. 'Where are the missing
 emeralds?'

'The emeralds?' he asked quietly.

'Yes,' I said. 'The emeralds.'

'But surely they are all here,' he answered.

'Look, there are three emeralds missing. Do I need to call you a liar
 and a thief?' I cried.

'Liar? Thief?' said Arthur angrily. 'I'm not going to listen to your names.'

'But I saw you with the crown in your hands,' I said. 'You wanted to break it!'

'You're wrong! You don't understand!' said Arthur. 'I –' He then stopped suddenly, and said, 'I'm not going to say one more word about any of this. I'm going to leave the house in the morning, and never come back!'

'You're going to leave this house in the hands of the police
 ,' I cried.

'Call the police then,' said Arthur. 'It doesn't matter to me.'

By this time everybody in the house was out of bed. Mary ran into the room. When she saw the crown and Arthur's face, she understood everything. With a cry, she fell suddenly into a chair.

I called for one of the maids and told her, 'Get the police!' When two police officers arrived at the door, Arthur looked white and ill. He stood with his head down. 'Are you really
 going to give me to the police, father?' he asked.

'Yes,' I answered. 'You know the crown is the royal family's. The police need to investigate
 this crime
 carefully. We must find the missing emeralds or there's going to be a scandal in this country.'

Arthur listened and then looked up at me. 'Can I ask for one thing, father? Can I leave the house for five minutes?'

'Leave the house for five minutes!' I said. 'Leave you free to run away or put the missing emeralds somewhere safe? No! No, of course you can't.'

I then started to talk quietly. 'Please, Arthur. I'm a famous banker. I have a lot to lose here. Give me back the emeralds now, and we can forget everything.'

'And forget your names for me – "liar" and "thief"? Never!' cried Arthur, and his face was red and angry.

There was nothing more to say. I called the police officers into the room and gave Arthur to them. 'Look over the house upstairs and downstairs!' I said. 'Go into every room. Only stop looking when you find the missing emeralds!'

The police were in the house for hours, but they found nothing. And Arthur? He didn't open his mouth again. He didn't say a word. He sat there with his head in his hands.

Early this morning, the police took Arthur away. I went with him, and then talked to the head officer at the police station. He couldn't understand the case
 . He gave me your name and address, and so I came quickly here to Baker Street.
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Early this morning, the police took Arthur away.


I badly need your help, Mr Holmes. Last night, I lost everything: the emeralds, my son, and my good name. You must help me to get them back.




safe
 adj.
 in no danger 安全的



hall
 n.
 a room in the middle of the house from which you can go to all the other rooms 门厅



uncle
 n.
 the brother of your father (or mother) 叔叔；舅舅



lane
 n.
 a narrow road 小道



loud
 adj.
 making a lot of noise; not quiet 大声的



fall
 v.
 (fell-fallen) to go down suddenly 掉下



corner
 n.
 where the two sides of something meet 角



missing
 adj.
 not there 不见了的



liar
 n.
 a person who says things that are not true 说谎者



police
 n.
 they find people who do something bad 警察



really
 adv.
 truly 真的（用于加强语气）



investigate
 v.
 to find out about something 调查



crime
 n.
 killing someone or taking something from someone 犯罪



case
 n.
 when the police work to find answers 案件






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Put these sentences in the correct order. Number them 1–8.


a
 □ Two police officers arrive at the house.


b
 □ Holder hears a noise at two o'clock in the morning.


c
 □ Mary comes into the office. She falls suddenly into a chair.


d
 [image: alt]
 Holder looks into the desk. The crown is safe.


e
 □ Arthur wants to leave the house for five minutes.


f
 □ Holder sees Mary next to an open window.


g
 □ The police take Arthur away.


h
 □ Holder sees Arthur with the crown. The corner is missing.

WORD WORK

Find words in the emeralds to complete the sentences.


a
 That's my u 
n
 c
 l
 e

 Mark. He's my mother's brother.　[image: alt]



b
 I can't do my homework because your radio is very l _ _ _.　[image: alt]



c
 Your bag isn't in the kitchen, perhaps it's in the h _ _ _.　[image: alt]



d
 Oh, no, I can't find my watch. It's m _ _ _ _ _ _ again.　[image: alt]



e
 There was an accident today. The police are going to i _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ it.　[image: alt]



f
 Do you think he r _ _ _ _ _ loves her or is he only interested in her money?　[image: alt]



g
 His story isn't true. He's a l _ _ _.　[image: alt]



h
 We heard about the c _ _ _ _ on the radio. The thief took a million dollars.　[image: alt]



i
 It's a very strange c _ _ _ and the police don't understand it.　[image: alt]


GUESS WHAT

In the next chapter Holmes goes to Holder's house. What does he do? Tick the boxes.


a
 Holmes walks for a long time in the...
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1
 □ garden.
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2
 □ attic.






b
 Holmes asks... a lot of questions.
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1
 □ Lucy.
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2
 □ Mary.






c
 Holmes looks carefully at the...
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1
 □ hall window.

[image: alt]



2
 □ front door.


Chapter Four

The house in Streatham

第四章　斯特雷特姆的房子

Holder sat and closed his eyes. He moved in his chair unhappily. Holmes looked out of the window into Baker Street. I waited for him to speak about this most interesting case.

'Do you have a lot of visitors?' Holmes asked Holder suddenly.

'Not many,' said Holder. 'Stevenson, from the bank, comes to the house sometimes. And there's Arthur's friend, Sir George Burnwell.'

'And do you go out often?' asked Holmes.

'Arthur does,' said Holder. 'But Mary and I stay at home.'

'And is Mary worried about the case?' asked Holmes.

'Yes,' said Holder. 'She didn't sleep at all last night.'

Holmes moved nearer to Holder. 'But is your son really guilty
 ? How can you be sure of it?' he asked.

'I saw him with the crown in his hands!' said Holder.

'That looks bad, it's true,' said Holmes. 'But the young man is innocent
 , I believe
 .'

'Innocent?' said Holder. 'Then why did he have the crown? And why did he say nothing?'

'His silence
 is very interesting,' said Holmes. 'An innocent man speaks a lot and tells you everything. A guilty man speaks a lot, but he is a liar. But to say nothing is most unusual. Did Arthur really go to your office, break off a corner of the crown, go to put it in a safe place, and then come back to the office with the remainder
 of the crown? I can't believe it!'

'But then what really happened last night?' asked Holder.

'Well, let's go to your house in Streatham now,' said Holmes. 'And perhaps we can find the answer to that question. Come along too, Watson.'

I was, of course, happy to go with them to investigate this strange case.





Holmes didn't speak in the carriage. He sat with his hat over his eyes. When we arrived in Streatham, he stood and looked up at Holder's house.

The banker's home was an old white building with a big front garden. On the left of the house, there was a small lane to some stables
 . On the right, there was a path
 to the kitchen door. Holmes looked carefully at the snowy front garden. After that he walked down the path to the back of the house, and then into the stable lane.

Holder and I soon got cold, so we went into the house. We waited in silence in the warm room. Suddenly, a young woman came in. She had dark hair and big brown eyes. But her face was deadly white, and the whites of her eyes were red.

'Uncle,' she said. 'Is Arthur going to be free soon? Please say "yes"!'

'No, Mary. He must stay in the hands of the police for now,' answered Holder.

'But he's innocent. I'm sure of it,' said Mary.

'Then why does he continue with his silence?'

'Perhaps he's angry because you called him a thief and didn't believe him,' said Mary.

Holder then looked over at me. 'Mary, there is a detective here to investigate the crime.'

'This man here?' asked Mary.

'No, this is his friend, Dr Watson. The detective is in the stable lane.'

'The stable lane?' she asked, and she looked worried.

Just then, Holmes walked in. 'Good morning,' he said. 'Miss Mary Holder? My name is Sherlock Holmes. I'd like to ask you one or two questions.'

Holmes and Mary sat at a table. 'Did you hear any noises last night?' asked Holmes.

'No,' said Mary. 'Nothing at all.'

'And did you close all the windows?' asked Holmes.

'Yes, I did,' said Mary.

'Now, you have a maid, Lucy. Is that right?'

'Yes,' said Mary. 'And you need to know something about her. She heard us talk about the crown at dinner, I believe.'

'I see,' said Holmes. 'And did Lucy meet her admirer at the kitchen door last night?'

'Yes, when I went to lock the door, Lucy came in. I saw a man behind her in the dark. It was Francis Prosper, the greengrocer
 . When we buy things in his shop, he brings them up to the house, and he likes to meet Lucy.'

'Does he have a false leg?' asked Holmes.
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'Does he have a false leg?'


Mary looked afraid. 'Yes. How did you know that?' she asked. Then she smiled. 'You're a very good detective, Mr Holmes.'

Holmes looked back at Mary, but there was no smile on his face.

'I need to see the downstairs windows,' said the detective. He went and looked carefully at the window in the hall nearest the stable lane.

'Well, well,' he said quietly. 'Now, Mr Holder, Watson – let's go upstairs to the office.'

In the office Holmes went to the desk. 'Which key did the thief open the desk with?' he asked.

'The key to the attic,' said Holder. 'You know, Arthur talked about it at dinner.'

'I remember,' said Holmes.

'And here is the famous Emerald Crown,' said Holder. He took it out of the box and put it on the table. We all stood in silence and looked at the beautiful emeralds.

'Now, Mr Holder,' said Holmes. 'I want you to break off a second corner of the crown here.'

'No!' said Holder.

'Well, watch me do it,' said Holmes. He quickly pulled the corner of the crown, but nothing happened. 'Do you see? I'm a big man, but I can't break it. And think about it, Mr Holder, when gold breaks, it makes a loud noise. Did you hear a loud noise last night?'

'No,' said Holder. 'No, I didn't.'

'Good. That's all then,' said Holmes.

'But where are the missing emeralds?' asked Holder. 'And what's going to happen to Arthur.'

'I can't say now,' said Holmes.

'But what really happened last night? Please tell me!'

'Come to my house tomorrow between nine and ten. Perhaps I can tell you then. Goodbye.'




guilty
 adj.
 doing something wrong 有罪的



innocent
 adj.
 doing nothing wrong 无辜的



believe
 v.
 to think that something is true 相信



silence
 n.
 when a person doesn't speak 沉默



remainder
 n.
 what is there when you take away part of something 剩余的部分



stable
 n.
 a building where horses live 马厩



path
 n.
 a way across a garden where people can walk 小径



greengrocer
 n.
 someone who sells fruit and vegetables 蔬果商






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Choose the right words to finish the sentences.


a
 Holder and Mary often...


1
 □ play cards.


2
 ☑
 stay at home.


3
 □ go out.






b
 Arthur is..., Holmes believes.


1
 □ guilty of the crime


2
 □ innocent of the crime


3
 □ sorry about the crime






c
 When Holmes arrives at Holder's house, he stays for a long time in the...


1
 □ carriage.


2
 □ stables.


3
 □ garden and stable lane.






d
 Mary wants Arthur to...


1
 □ be free soon.


2
 □ stay with the police.


3
 □ go and live in a different house.






e
 At the kitchen door last night, Lucy met...


1
 □ Francis Prosper, the greengrocer.


2
 □ the greengrocer's son.


3
 □ a man with two false legs.






f
 When Holmes pulls at the Emerald Crown, he...


1
 □ slowly breaks it.


2
 □ can't break it.


3
 □ quickly breaks it and makes a loud noise.

WORD WORK

1 Find six more words from the story round the crown.
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2 Use the words from Activity 1 to complete the notes in Holmes's notebook below.



a
 Who walked along the 　　path
 　　
 in the front garden last night?


b
 Why doesn't Arthur talk? Why does he continue with his ____________?


c
 Arthur is not a really bad young man. He's____________, I'm sure.


d
 Where is the missing part of the crown?

And why did Arthur have the ____________ of it in his hands?


e
 Did somebody walk down the stable ____________ last night?


f
 Why did the ____________ come to the kitchen door last night? Is he____________ of taking the crown?



GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick two boxes.


a
 □ Holmes puts on a nice new coat. He goes out to meet Mary Holder.


b
 □ Holmes and Watson continue to investigate the crime.


c
 □ Holder goes to see Holmes again. He is very worried and unhappy.


d
 □ Holder gets a letter from his son. He is very happy about it.


e
 □ Holmes finds the missing corner of the Emerald Crown.


Chapter Five

'You are near the end of your trouble.'

第五章　“您的麻烦就要结束了。”

Holmes and I took a carriage back to Baker Street. He talked about the weather but, of course, I wanted to know more about the case. I asked him a number of questions: 'Is Arthur guilty, do you think?' 'Where are the missing emeralds?' But every time Holmes went back to the weather. So I stopped asking my questions, and looked out of the window.

It was three o'clock when we arrived at Baker Street. Holmes walked quickly into the house. 'I have a lot more work to do on this case,' he said. And with that, he ran upstairs to his room.

After some minutes, he came downstairs in an old coat, a black hat, and some dirty brown shoes. He looked in the hall mirror. 'What do you think, Watson?' he asked.
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'What do you think, Watson?'


'Very good, Holmes,' I answered. 'You're the picture of a working man.'

'Thank you, Watson,' smiled Holmes. 'I'm sorry but you can't come with me this time. Well, see you later this afternoon. Goodbye.' He pulled his hat down over his face, and went out into the street.





It was nearly six o'clock when Holmes came back. 'Hello, Watson,' he said happily. 'Can you take this?' He gave me an old black shoe.

'But what's it for?' I asked.

'I can't explain
 now,' he said. 'I'm going out again. To the West End this time. I'm going to be late home, I think, so don't wait for me.'

'And how's it all going?' I asked.

'All right. I went over to Streatham again this afternoon, but I didn't call at the house,' he said. 'But I mustn't sit here and talk. I must take off these old things. I need to be Sherlock Holmes once again.'

Holmes was very pleased with his work that day, I could see. He went upstairs, and five minutes later, the front door closed behind him. He was out on his detective work once again.

I sat and waited all evening for Holmes to come back. When it was midnight, I went up to bed. I wasn't surprised. Holmes was often out late. When he investigated a case, he was sometimes away for days and nights.





What time did he come in? I don't know, but he was there at breakfast. He had a coffee in one hand, and a big smile on his face.

'Good morning, Watson,' he said. 'Sorry to start breakfast without you. But Holder is coming here at nine. You remember that, surely. '

'But it's after nine now,' I answered. 'And I heard someone at the front door a short time ago.'

Just then, the maid brought in our friend, Mr Holder. He walked slowly into the room. I pulled out a chair for him, and he fell into it. I was very surprised when I saw him. His hair was whiter than before, and his face looked very tired.

'Why is this happening to me?' he asked. 'Only two days ago I was a happy man. Now everything in my world looks black. This morning one more terrible
 thing happened in my house. My niece, Mary, left me.'

'Left you?' asked Holmes.

'Yes. She wasn't at breakfast this morning, and there was this letter for me on the hall table.'

Holder read the letter to us:






Dear Uncle,





You and Arthur are in trouble
 because of me. I can't stay any longer in your house. I must leave you and never come back. I am going to move far away from here, so please don't look for me.





Thank you for all the things you did for me.





Your loving Mary







'What is this letter all about?' asked Holder.

'This is all for the best, I'm sure,' said Holmes. 'You know, Mr Holder, you are near the end of your trouble, I believe.'

'Do you know something about the emeralds, Mr Holmes?' asked Holder.

'Perhaps,' said Holmes. 'Is three thousand pounds a lot to get the emeralds back, do you think?'

'No,' said Holder. 'Three thousand is nothing!'

'Well, write me a cheque
 for three thousand pounds then,' said Holmes.

Holder wrote the cheque, and gave it to Holmes. The detective suddenly took out the missing corner of the crown from his pocket.

'You have it!' shouted Holder.

'Yes, I do. And now you need to do one more thing for somebody,' said Holmes.

'And what's that?' asked Holder.

'You need to say sorry to your son, Arthur,' said Holmes.

'Is he innocent then?' asked Holder.

'I told you this yesterday,' said Holmes. 'And I say it again today.'

'Are you sure of it now?' asked Holder.

'Yes, I am,' said Holmes.

'Then let's go and tell Arthur at once.'

'It's all right. He knows,' said Holmes. 'When I learned the truth
 , I went to talk to him. I told him my story, and he said, "You're right, Mr Holmes!"'

'Well, Holmes,' cried Holder. 'So what really happened on that terrible night? You must tell me now.'
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'You have it!'





explain
 v.
 to talk to someone and make them understand something 解释



terrible
 adj.
 very bad 糟糕的



in trouble
 with problems 惹上麻烦



cheque
 n.
 a piece of paper from a bank that promises to pay money to someone 支票



truth
 n.
 what is true 真相






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Correct six more mistakes in this summary of Chapter 5.

Holmes and Watson go back to Baker Street at nine
 (three
 ) o'clock. Holmes puts on the clothes of a rich man. Then he goes out. He comes home with an old black bag, and he gives it to Watson. Holmes then goes out again, and he arrives home before midnight.

The next day, Holmes and Watson are having lunch when Holder comes to the house.

Holder shows them a letter from his son, Arthur.

Holmes asks Holder for a cheque, and Holder quickly writes a cheque for three hundred pounds. Holmes then takes out the missing corner of the Emerald Crown.

WORD WORK

Use the letters in the hats to make words. Then write the sentences.


a
 I need to write you a[image: alt]
 because all my money is at home.



I need to write you a cheque because all my money is at home.




b
 Don't go to see that new film – it's[image: alt]


________________________________________.


c
 My friend is[image: alt]
 because he was late for school this morning.

________________________________________.


d
 Our teacher sometimes[image: alt]
 new words to us in class.

________________________________________.


e
 I don't believe her because she never tells the [image: alt]


________________________________________.

GUESS WHAT

What do we learn in the next chapter? Tick the boxes.


a
 Who are lovers?
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1
 □ Mary and Burnwell

[image: alt]



2
 □ Mary and Francis Prosper

[image: alt]



3
 □ Lucy and Arthur






b
 Who had a fight on the night of the crime?
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1
 □ Arthur and Francis Prosper

[image: alt]



2
 □ Francis Prosper and Burnwell

[image: alt]



3
 □ Arthur and Burnwell






c
 Who took the crown?

[image: alt]



1
 □ Lucy and Francis Prosper

[image: alt]



2
 □ Mary and Burnwell

[image: alt]



3
 □ Lucy and Burnwell


Chapter Six

All in a day's work

第六章　一天就查清了

'Mr Holder, before I explain things,' said Holmes, 'I must tell you something. It's not going to be easy for me to say it, and it's not going to be easy for you to hear it. Your niece, Mary, and Sir George Burnwell are lovers. Yesterday she ran away with him.'

'My Mary?' said Holder. 'I don't believe you. It isn't true!' 'I'm sorry, but it is,' said Holmes. 'When Burnwell first visited your house, you didn't know much about him. But he is one of the worst men in England – a liar and a thief. He lost all his money years ago in the gambling clubs of London.

'Mary loved this handsome man. She met him every night at the window by the stable lane. Mary knew nothing of men, and she was soon under his terrible power.
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'She met him every night at the window by the stable lane.'


'On the night of the crime,' continued Holmes, 'Mary met Burnwell by the window and told him about the Emerald Crown. Burnwell thought, "I can get a lot of money for this crown!" So he asked Mary, "Can you bring it to me later this evening?" And she said, "Yes."

'When you came downstairs, Mary stopped speaking to Burnwell and quickly closed the window. She then told you about Lucy meeting her admirer. That was the truth, of course, but it happened earlier.

'Arthur went to bed after his angry talk with you. He slept badly, and got up in the night when he heard a noise. He looked out of his door, and saw Mary go into your office. She came out with the crown, and took it downstairs. Arthur went after her, and saw more. Downstairs Mary gave the crown to somebody through the open stable lane window. After that, she went back to her room.

'Arthur loved Mary, and he didn't want people to know about her crime. But he needed to get the crown back, so he dressed quickly, and went downstairs. He jumped out of the window without any shoes on, and ran after a man in the stable lane. It was, of course, our friend Burnwell.

'Arthur pulled Burnwell down into the snow. Then he hit Burnwell above the eye. The men pulled at the crown between them. Suddenly something broke, and the crown was in Arthur's hands.

'He went back into the house, closed the window behind him, and ran upstairs to your office. The crown was twisted
 , he could see, and he wanted to put it right.

'And then Mr Holder, you came in,' said Holmes.

'Yes,' cried Holder unhappily. 'I saw Arthur pull wildly at the crown with his hands. Now I understand.'

'You then made Arthur angry. You called him a liar and a thief! And he couldn't explain. He didn't want you to know about Mary's crime.'

'And Mary fell down when she saw the crown,' said Holder. 'Now I understand that, too. And Arthur asked, "Can I go out for five minutes?" That was because he wanted to look for the missing emeralds.'

Holder looked unhappy. 'Oh, Mr Holmes, I was very wrong about my son. But how did you learn all this?'

'Well,' said Holmes. 'The snow was a big help to me. Remember when I went out and looked at the garden at your house?'

'Yes,' said Holder.

'I could see much of the story of that terrible night in the snow,' he explained. 'When I walked up the path, I saw footprints
 near the kitchen door. They were the footprints of a young woman and a man with a false leg.'

'Ah yes, Lucy and Francis Prosper,' said Holder. 'And was he the man in the garden on the night when I came back home with the crown?'

'Yes, that was Prosper. He came to meet your new maid Lucy,' said Holmes. He then explained more about the case.





There were two sets
 of footprints in the snow in the stable lane. The first set was of a man in big shoes. These footprints were next to the stable lane window, and the man waited there for a long time, I could see. The footprints then went down the lane to a tree.

The second set of footprints was of a man with no shoes. They came from the window out into the lane. They too went down to the tree. In the snow I could see the story of a fight between the two men. I found some blood
 there.
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I found some blood there.


Then the first set of footprints went off down the lane. The second set of footprints came back to the window.

You remember when, in your house, I looked carefully at the window by the lane. I saw a footprint of the man with no shoes there, so he came back in through the window, I knew.

I started to understand the case better. The man with no shoes was Arthur. But I had two questions. Who was the man in the lane? And who brought the crown to this man? Well, it wasn't Arthur, so Mary or one of the maids was the guilty one.

Arthur's silence was important. He wanted to protect
 somebody. It wasn't Lucy or the younger maids – it was Mary, because he loved her.

But who helped Mary with the crime? Mary was a good young woman. But perhaps a lover had power over her and made her do this terrible thing. So who was her lover?

Only one or two visitors came to your house, you said. One of those was Burnwell. My friends told me about him some years ago – he had a bad name with women then, and he has a worse name with women now.

But was Burnwell really the thief? I wanted to be sure. So, after my visit to your house yesterday, I went home and put on an old working man's coat. I then visited Burnwell's house and spoke to his maid. She told me some interesting things, and I soon learnt about a cut
 over Burnwell's eye.

I also told the maid, 'I don't have any money, but I need some new shoes.' She felt sorry for me, and gave me some of Burnwell's old shoes.

I then went back to your house with one of the shoes. I was very pleased when it fitted
 the footprint in the snow.

After that, I came back to Baker Street, put on my usual coat, and went over to Burnwell's house again. I badly wanted the emeralds back. But I didn't want any scandal for the royal family – so no policemen, no open investigation.

I spoke to Burnwell at his house for some time. At first he said, 'I know nothing of the Emerald Crown.' But when I explained all about the crime, he became angry. He started to hit me, but I took out my pistol
 and put it to his head.
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I took out my pistol and put it to his head.


He then found a box, and opened it angrily. The missing emeralds were in it. 'Give me three thousand pounds for them,' he said. Of course, I didn't want to give the man any money. But I also didn't want him to talk and make a scandal. So I wrote a cheque, took the box, and left. I got to bed at two o'clock in the morning. It was the end of a very long day's work.





'A day when you stopped a terrible scandal from happening!' said Holder. 'I can't find words to thank you,' and he stood up to go. 'Now I must find my son and say sorry for not believing him. Goodbye, Mr Holmes, Dr Watson.' And with that, he left.

I looked at Burnwell's old shoe on the table in front of me.

'You always find the answer in the end, Holmes,' I said.

'It's all in a day's work, Watson,' smiled Holmes.




twisted
 adj.
 when something has the wrong shape 扭坏的



footprint
 n.
 the hole that someone's foot makes in soft ground when they walk 脚印



set
 n.
 a number of things that go together 组



blood
 n.
 this is red; you can see it when you cut your hand 血



protect
 v.
 to save someone or something from danger 保护



cut
 n.
 a place where blood comes from your body after someone hits it 伤口



fit
 v.
 to be the right size 符合



pistol
 n.
 a person can kill someone with this 手枪






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

1 Correct the mistakes in these sentences.


a
 Mary and Sir George Burnwell are friends
 (lovers
 ).






b
 Burnwell is one of the best men in the country.






c
 Mary met Burnwell at the door by the stable lane.






d
 Arthur saw Mary go downstairs with the key.






e
 In the fight Arthur hit Burnwell above the mouth.






f
 Holmes found two sets of emeralds in the snow in the stable lane.






g
 Holmes visited Burnwell's house and spoke to his gardener.






h
 Holmes took out his knife and put it to Burnwell's head.






i
 Holder wants to say goodbye to his son.





WORD WORK

Use the words round the shoe to complete the sentences below.
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GUESS WHAT

What happens after the end of the story? Tick the boxes.


a
 People hear about the case of the Emerald Crown. There's a big scandal.


Yes □　No □



b
 Arthur begins to work at his father's bank.


Yes □　No □



c
 Mary and Burnwell marry, but they are very unhappy.


Yes □　No □



d
 Mary comes back to Holder's house and she marries Arthur.


Yes □　No □



e
 Burnwell comes back to Holder's house and asks for more money.


Yes □　No □



f
 Lucy the maid marries Francis Prosper and they are very happy.


Yes □　No □



PROJECT

PROJECT　拓展训练


Crown Jewels


1 Read about the British Crown Jewels. Complete the table.


You can find the British Crown Jewels at the Tower of London. The Tower is a 900-year-old building near the River Thames in London. It's easy to get there by bus or underground train – the nearest underground station is Tower Hill.

You can visit the Crown Jewels from nine o'clock to half past five from Tuesday to Saturday and from ten o'clock on Sundays and Mondays.

You can see the Crown Jewels in the Jewel House. There are many different crowns, famous swords, and important jewels from the British royal family's past there. The most famous crown is the Imperial State Crown. It is gold, and it has 2,868 diamonds, 17 sapphires, and 11 emeralds in it!
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2 Use the notes in the table to write about the Austrian crown jewels.
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3 Which different sets of famous jewels do you know about?

Write about one of them.
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Sherlock Holmes's Notebook


4 Sherlock Holmes wrote notes about the night when a corner of the Emerald Crown went missing. Match them with one of the maps below.

5 Read the notes again. Follow the footprints on the correct map. Find and correct two mistakes in the notes.

6 Sherlock Holmes also wrote notes about Mary. Where did she go on the night of the crime? Look at the correct map and complete the notes with the words in the box.



I found some interesting



footprints – they are Francis Prosper's, I think.



He went along the road, through the gate, down the path and round the tree. He then stopped at the kitchen door for a long time.Then he came back up the path, past the flower bed, across the lawn, through the gate and along the road again.
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On the night of the crime Mary went to bed. Later, she left her bedroom and went a) 　into
 　
 the office. She walked b) __________ the room and opened the desk with the key. She came c) __________ of the office with the Emerald Crown. Then she walked d) __________ the stairs. She stopped e) __________ the stable window and passed the crown to Burnwell f) __________ the window. She then came back g) __________ the stairs, and went h) __________ the corridor, i) __________ Holder's bedroom, and j) __________ her bedroom.




[image: alt]


[image: alt]


[image: alt]


7 Look at the map below. Which footprints are Arthur's? Which are Burnwell's? Complete the notes about Arthur's and Burnwell's movements on the night of the crime. Use Chapter 6 of the story to help you.


Arthur went down the stairs and then he
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Burnwell came up the stable lane
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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GRAMMAR

GRAMMAR CHECK　语法充电


情态助动词：could和couldn't

我们可以用could
 和couldn't
 来谈论过去。我们可以用could
 ＋不带to
 的动词不定式来表示过去能够做某事或者可能做某事。


I
 
could see

 a tall fat man in the street.


我能看到街上有个又高又胖的人。


Burnwell
 
could play

 cards well.


伯恩韦尔打牌很好。

我们可以用couldn't
 ＋不带to
 的动词不定式来表示过去不能做某事或者不可能做某事。


I
 
couldn't see

 the man's face.


我看不见那个人的脸。


They
 
couldn't understand

 the case.


他们琢磨不透这起案件。



1 Holmes looks at the snow in Holder's garden and, later, he makes some notes. Complete the text with could
 or couldn't
 .
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I a) 
could

 see two sets of footprints in the snow. These footsteps were important, I knew. They b) _______ help me to find the thief. One set was Arthur's, I was sure. But I c) _______ understand one thing.

Who made the second set of footprints? Was it Burnwell?

I d) _______ see some blood in the snow. Perhaps Arthur and Burnwell had a fight over the crown, but Burnwell e) _______ pull it out of Arthur's hands.

Did the crown break, and did Burnwell run away with the missing corner?

I looked carefully in the garden but I f) _______ find it. Where is it now? I need to find it quickly.



2 Complete the sentences with could
 or couldn't
 and a verb from the box.
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a
 Arthur 
couldn't tell

 his father about Mary and the Emerald Crown.


b
 When Holder looked out of the window, he __________ a strange man in the garden.


c
 That night, Arthur ___________ because he was very worried.


d
 Francis Prosper had only one leg and he ___________ very quickly.


there was和there were：肯定形式，否定形式，疑问形式

我们用there was
 和there were
 来表示某处有某人和某物。单数名词或不可数名词用there was
 ，复数名词用there were
 。



There was
 only one person in the carriage.


当时马车里只有一个人。



There were
 lots of thieves.


那时有很多贼。

否定形式是there wasn't
 和there weren't
 。



There wasn't

 a key in the lock.


那时锁里没有钥匙。



There weren't

 any people at the bank.


当时银行里一个人都没有。

疑问形式是Was there...?
 和Were there...?
 。



Was there

 a stranger in the garden?


那时花园里有个陌生人吗？



Were there

 any footprints?


那时有脚印吗？



3 Complete the sentences with there was, there wasn't, there were,
 or there weren't
 .


a
 　There was
 　
 a lot of snow in the street that morning.


b
 ______________ any open windows when Holder went to bed.


c
 Next to Holder's house ______________ some stables for the horses.


d
 ______________ an attic in Holder's house.


e
 ______________ a good lock on Holder's desk. You could open it with any key.


f
 In the garden ______________ two sets of footprints in the snow.





4 Complete the questions with was there
 or were there
 . Then write full sentences.


a
 
Were there

 twenty-nine or thirty-nine emeralds on the crown?



There were thirty-nine emeralds on the crown.
 　



b
 ________________ a man or a woman in the carriage with Holder?

__________________________________________


c
 ________________ four or five maids in Holder's house?

__________________________________________


d
 ________________ a letter from Mary or from Arthur on the hall table?

__________________________________________


e
 ________________ red walls or blue walls in Holmes's house in Baker Street?

__________________________________________
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一般过去时的被动语态：肯定形式和否定形式

我们可以用过去被动语态来表示某人于何地出生，或是某人或某物被称作什么。肯定形式是was/were
 +动词过去分词。


Alexander Holder was born
 in a big house.


亚历山大·霍尔德出生在一所大房子里。


Lucy and the girls were called
 'the maids' by Holder.


露茜和其他女孩被霍尔德称作“女仆”。

否定形式是wasn't/weren't
 +动词过去分词。


Arthur wasn't called
 a liar by everybody.


阿瑟不是被所有人叫作骗子的。


Arthur and Mary weren't born
 in London.


阿瑟和玛丽不在伦敦出生。



5 Complete the text. Use was/were/weren't born
 or was/wasn't/were called.




SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE


● Arthur Conan Doyle a) 　was born
 　
 in Edinburgh, Scotland on the 22nd May 1859. His parents b) _______ Charles and Mary. They were poor, so Arthur and his brothers and sisters c) _______ into a rich family.

● When he was a boy, Arthur's name was just Arthur Doyle. He d) _______ Arthur 'Conan' Doyle by his teachers or friends at that time. He only used the name 'Conan' when he was older.

● Conan Doyle first studied to be a doctor, but he soon began writing. His first Sherlock Holmes book came out in 1887. It e) _______ A Study in Scarlet
 .

● Conan Doyle married in 1885. His wife f ) _______ Louisa. Their two children g) _______ in 1889 and 1892. They h) _______ Mary and Kingsley.

● Conan Doyle 'killed' Sherlock Holmes in 1893 in his story The Final Problem
 . But he later brought Holmes back in a very famous book. It i) _______ The Hound of the Baskervilles
 .

● Conan Doyle died on Monday the 7th July 1930.








表示时间顺序的词

我们用这类词来表示故事中的事件发生的先后顺序。这类词通常出现在句子开头处。故事一开始，我们用at first
 。为了把不同时间发生的动作连起来，我们可以用then
 ，later
 ，when
 ，after that
 ，或者soon
 。如果某事发生得非常迅速，我们可以用suddenly
 或者at once
 。为了表示某事发生的过程很长，或是结束一个故事，我们可以用at last
 或者in the end
 。



At first

 , Burnwell said that he knew nothing.


一开始，伯恩韦尔说他什么都不知道。


The man
 
then

 looked up.


然后那个人抬头看去。



Suddenly

 , a young woman came in.


突然，一位年轻女士进来了。



In the end,

 Holmes found the answer.


最后，福尔摩斯找到了答案。



6 Choose the correct word or words to complete the dialogue.


Holder:
 I know the truth a) at first/at last
 ,
 Arthur, and I'm very sorry. Please tell me the long story of that terrible night.


Arthur:
 Well, Father, I came and asked you for some money at eight o'clock. b) Later/At once
 , at about half past ten, I went to bed. c) At first/Suddenly
 , I couldn't sleep because I was very worried about the money. But d) after that/in the end
 , after an hour, I closed my eyes and slept.


Holder:
 What happened next?


Arthur:
 I slept badly and, at about two o'clock, I e) suddenly/soon
 sat up in bed because I heard a strange noise. I got up f) at once/
 in the end
 because I was worried about the crown. I g) at last/then
 went to my bedroom door and looked out. I was very surprised h) when/at once
 I saw Mary go into your office. I waited and she i) at first/soon
 came out with the crown.


Holder:
 Oh, Arthur. It's difficult to believe. But it's true, I know.


Arthur:
 Yes, it is, Father. And j) when/after that
 , she went downstairs to the stable lane window and gave the crown to somebody. And k) at first/
 then
 she went back to bed.
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时间介词

我们用时间介词来表示某事何时会发生或发生过。

用in
 来表示某天、某月、某年中的一段时间。


Holder arrived in the morning
 .


霍尔德早上到的。


Lucy began work in June
 .


露茜6月开始工作。


He was born in 1859
 .


他生于1859年。

用at
 来表示几点，night
 和weekend
 前也用at
 。


He came at 2 o'clock
 .


他两点钟来的。


Who comes here at night
 ?


晚上谁来？


Lucy doesn't work at weekends
 .


露茜周末不工作。


on
 与星期几和具体日期连用。


Burnwell visited us on Saturday
 .


伯恩韦尔周六来拜访我们。


She left on the 15th May
 .


她5月15日离开。

注意：前面有this
 ，next
 ，last
 的时间以及yesterday
 和today
 前面都不再加时间介词。


It snowed last
 night.


昨晚下雪了。


I'm going to be late home today
 .


我今天要迟到了。



7 Complete Holmes's diary. Use in, at, on,
 or no preposition (-).



It was a usual day a) 　in
 　
 February — very cold and with a lot of snow. It's strange. It always begins to snow b)_______ the 1st February every year! But, c)_______ today, something interesting happened. d)______ nine o'clock, e)_____ this morning, a man came to our house. His name was Alexander Holder — of the famous bank. He told us a very interesting story and it all began f)______ yesterday.



g)______ half past ten h)______ the morning, a man from the British royal family visited Holder at the bank. He gave Holder a beautiful crown and borrowed a lot of money! He says that he can give the money back i)______ Monday. The crown is very old and famous. Somebody gave it to the royal family j)______ 1769, I think. Holder left the bank k)______ last night I)______ six o'clock. He always leaves about this time m) _____ weekdays. He took the crown with him. He doesn't like leaving expensive things in the bank n)______ the evenings, o)______ night or p)______ weekends. When he arrived home, he told his son Arthur and his niece Mary about the crown. 'It's in my office now,' he said. But q)______ yesterday night, Holder woke up r)______ two o'clock. He found his son Arthur with the crown and a corner of it was missing! What a strange story!









动词＋介词：after，along，back，down，into和up

有些动词后面常常要跟介词。


Arthur
 
ran after

 Burnwell.


阿瑟去追伯恩韦尔。


Holmes
 
walked along

 the path.


福尔摩斯沿着小路走。


Prosper
 
came back

 to the house.


普洛斯珀回到房子。


'Please
 
sit down

 ,' said Holmes.


“请坐。”福尔摩斯说。


Watson
 
went into

 the room.


华生走进房间。


The man
 
looked up

 and began.


这个人抬头看看，开口说话了。

有些动词可以搭配的介词不止一个。


come
 
after

 , come
 
along

 , come
 
back

 , come
 
down

 , come
 
up




sit
 
back

 , sit
 
down

 , sit
 
up





8 Choose the correct word to complete each sentence.


a
 The maid walked into/down

 the stairs to the front door.


b
 Holder started to walk up/after
 the man in the garden.


c
 Arthur opened the lock and looked into/along
 the desk.


d
 Mary went to the window and then ran back/after
 upstairs.


e
 Burnwell walked along/after
 the path to the house.


f
 When Holmes spoke to Mary, she sat along/up
 and looked worried.

9 Complete the sentences with the verbs + prepositions in the box.

[image: alt]



a
 The maid opened the door and asked Holder to 　go into
 　
 the house.


b
 Watson wanted to ___________ in the chair because he was very tired.


c
 After his visit, Holder began to ___________ to the bank in the snow.


d
 Burnwell walked down the stable lane, he didn't ___________ the front path.


e
 Holder said 'Goodbye', but Arthur was angry and he didn't ___________.


f
 Holmes is very fast. He can ___________ thieves and catch them.


say，tell，speak和ask


say
 和tell
 都可以引导直接引语和间接引语，但是say
 更多用于引导直接引语。


'Arthur, I saw you with the crown in your hands,'
 
said

 Mr Holder.


“阿瑟，我看见你手里拿着王冠，”霍尔德先生说。


tell
 后面一般要加说话的对象。


Mr Holder
 
told Arthur

 that he saw him with the crown in his hands.


霍尔德先生告诉阿瑟他看见阿瑟手里拿着王冠。


speak
 表示一般意义的说话动作，也可用于表示跟某人说话的动作，且后面不用加具体说的内容。


He couldn't
 
speak

 .


他说不出话。


Holmes
 
spoke

 to Arthur.


福尔摩斯对阿瑟说话。


ask
 用于引导问句。


'Who's Mary?' I
 
asked

 .


“玛丽是谁？”我问。



10 Tick the correct word.


a
 'You're a liar and a thief,' ______ Holder angrily.


1
 asked □


2
 told □


3
 said ☑



b
 Holmes and Watson ______ 'Good morning' when Holder arrived.


1
 spoke □


2
 said □


3
 asked □


c
 Holder ______ for two hours about the Emerald Crown.


1
 said □


2
 told □


3
 spoke □


d
 When he arrived home, Holder ______ Mary and Arthur about the crown.


1
 told □


2
 said □


3
 spoke □


e
 Holmes needed to ______ Arthur a number of questions.


1
 speak □


2
 say □


3
 ask □


f
 Arthur didn't want to ______ his father about Mary.


1
 tell □


2
 say □


3
 speak □


g
 When Holder learned the truth about Burnwell, he couldn't______ for a minute.


1
 say □


2
 speak □


3
 tell □
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TRANSLATION　译文


第一章


一个奇怪的人

“福尔摩斯，”一天早上我说，“到窗户这儿来。我们这条街上有个十分奇怪的人。”

我的朋友，著名的侦探福尔摩斯，慢慢地从椅子上站起来。他双手插在口袋里站到我身后，低头向贝克街看去。这是二月里一个寒冷的早晨，路上还铺着前一天下的雪。

街上的那个人年纪在五十岁上下，又高又胖。他衣着昂贵——黑色的长大衣、高高的帽子、深色的裤子。他焦虑地沿着街奔跑，双手快速地上下摆动，头向左右两边转来转去。

“他出了什么事？”我说，“他一直在看每个门牌号码。”

“华生，”福尔摩斯说，“我想，他是要来我们这儿。”

“这儿？”我问。

“没错儿，”福尔摩斯说，“他在为什么事犯愁，需要我帮忙。”

就在这时，那个人在我们的大门口停了下来。

“看……我告诉过你了，华生，”福尔摩斯微笑着说，“他是来找我的。”

没过多会儿，女仆就把那人带上楼来，领到我们的房间。他很快就站在了我们面前。他的头左转转右转转，焦虑地举起手，时不时扯一下自己的头发。他张开嘴，却说不出话来。

福尔摩斯拉住他的胳膊，向他微笑。“请坐下来吧。”他边说边拉着那人走进房间，来到一把椅子旁，并挨着他坐下。“您是要给我们讲讲您的故事，是不是？您累了。我们可以等一会儿，等您准备好了，咱们再开始。”

那人坐了一两分钟。福尔摩斯和我静静地等着。然后，那人觉得可以了，便抬起头来，开了口。“我看起来很怪异，这我知道。”他轻声说。

“不，不，”福尔摩斯说，“您不过是有重要的事情想跟我们说，就是这样。”

“这事为什么会发生在我身上呢？这是最糟糕的事……最最糟糕的。”陌生人说。

“请告诉我您的名字，先生，然后再给我讲讲您的故事。”福尔摩斯说。

“您也许知道我的名字。”我们的客人慢慢地说，“我是针线街上霍尔德—史蒂文森银行的亚历山大·霍尔德。”

“啊，是的，”福尔摩斯说，“那是伦敦最古老的银行之一。”

“很抱歉，先生，”霍尔德说，“他们跟我说了您，还说‘你一定得去和夏洛克·福尔摩斯谈谈。他能帮助你！’我就马上来见您了。为了快点儿到，我是从贝克街车站跑过来的。我知道这看起来很奇怪，因为我平时不怎么跑步。谢谢你们等着我。现在我可以开始说了。”

接着，霍尔德给我们讲了他的故事：





昨天早上，我在银行的办公室里，有个人来找我。我看到他的时候大吃一惊。他是位家喻户晓的人物。非常抱歉，我不能向你们透露他的名字——因为他是英国王室成员之一。

“霍尔德先生，”他说，“我听说，人们会到您这里来借款。”

“是的，是这样。”我说，“只要可以，我们总是会借款给他们。”

“我明白了。”那人说，“嗯，我想马上从您这里借五万英镑。”

“五万英镑？”我说。

“是的。当然，我要是从朋友那里借，可以借这个数字的好几倍。可我还是想从银行借。从朋友那儿借还是不好。你还了钱后他们总是跟你要这要那，让你来感谢他们。”

“您要借多久呢？”我问。

“六天。”那人说，“周一有人会给我一大笔钱，到时候我就能把五万英镑还给您了。不过我现在就需要这笔钱。”

“呃，如果要银行借出五万英镑，您得给我们留一件值钱的东西。”我说。

那人取出一个黑色的大盒子放在桌子上。他打开盒子，我吃了一惊。

“您知道绿玉王冠吗？”他说。

“这可是英国最知名的王冠之一啊。”我答道。

就这样，那人从盒子里拿出了绿玉王冠。王冠是金的，上面镶着三十九块硕大的绿宝石——每块的绿色都美得无与伦比。

他对我说：“请小心保管，不要拿出银行。”

他还说：“请不要对您的任何朋友或家人谈及此事。”

我想他是担心给王室带来丑闻。

就这样，我将五万英镑借给那人。他谢了我，迅速离开了银行。周一早上他会回来取王冠。

可接下来我开始担心了。上周有天夜里，有人闯进了针线街上离我们不远的一家银行，从那里偷走了十万英镑。我不放心把绿玉王冠留在银行，于是昨天晚上我把它带回了家。

我下班时大约六点。我关上了银行大门，转过身小心地左右张望了一下针线街上的动静。黑暗中没有人看到我把那个黑色的盒子放在了大衣下面。然后，我坐马车回我在斯特雷特姆的家。当然，昨晚很冷，还下着雪，所以马车走得很慢。只有一个人跟我搭同一辆车，他没有看到盒子，我确定这一点：我一直把盒子藏在大衣下面。

到家后我觉得很高兴。我跑上楼，来到书房，把那个黑盒子放进书桌里。我用钥匙锁上书桌，然后走到窗前。就在这时，我看到前花园里有个人——是个陌生人。

我看不到他的脸。他戴着帽子，穿着长大衣。看见我出现在窗前，他突然走开了。我记得他的一个特征：他走路的时候有条腿不太正常。

接着我赶紧跑到楼下来到花园。“喂，谁在那儿？”我喊道。






第二章


霍尔德的故事

“那么您找到这个穿长大衣戴帽子的人了吗？”我问。

“没有，”霍尔德回答，“我把前花园和后花园都找过了，可没有人。”

他停下来，想了一会儿。“不过，在我继续讲下去之前，我要先给你们说说我家的情况，还有家里的各色人等。”

“啊，好啊。”福尔摩斯说，并把椅子向他挪近了些。

“我家人不多。”霍尔德说，“我太太十年前去世了，我只有一个独子，阿瑟。这话说起来真是让我伤心，但阿瑟确实不是个好孩子。

“我太太死后，阿瑟成了我最重要的人。我想让他过得开心，所以他跟我要什么我都给他。我真是不应该这样做。我现在可知道了。

“我希望阿瑟跟我到银行工作，可他却不怎么会管钱。他是个不听管教的年轻人。十八岁的时候，他开始出入赌场。他在那儿交了些朋友——都是年轻的富家子弟，有大把的时间和金钱。他跟这些新朋友学会了玩儿牌，不过，他自然是经常输牌的。他几乎每个礼拜都来问我：‘我能再跟您借点儿钱吗，父亲？’”

“那您就给他了？”我饶有兴趣地问。

“是啊。”霍尔德说，“阿瑟经常跟我说：‘父亲，我就要离开赌场了！’而他也确实偶尔停止去那里。但过了一两个星期他又会回去。赌场里有个朋友对阿瑟影响很大，那个人年龄比他大，名叫伯恩韦尔。”

“伯恩韦尔？”福尔摩斯问。

“对，乔治·伯恩韦尔爵士。您认识他？”

“我想我知道这个名字。”福尔摩斯说，并飞快地看了我一眼。

“伯恩韦尔第一次到我家来的时候，我挺喜欢他的。”霍尔德接着讲，“他身材修长，相貌英俊。他一走进屋子就会吸引所有人的目光。他能言善道，可以一连几个小时不停地讲最有趣的故事。

“但是，他眼中闪动着一种冷酷。”霍尔德慢慢地说，“他给我一种古怪的感觉。我的玛丽也这么觉得。我能从她的眼神中看出来。”

“玛丽是谁？”我问。

“玛丽是我侄女。”霍尔德说，“五年前我哥哥去世后，她就来跟我们一起住了。”

“她是个很好的姑娘，”霍尔德继续说，“替我料理家里的大小事务。要知道，我可是把她当作我的左右手呢。”霍尔德看了看窗外，微笑起来。但是笑容又突然从他脸上消失。

“只有一件事令我感到不快。”霍尔德说，“阿瑟非常爱玛丽。去年，他向玛丽求婚，却被她拒绝了。这让我觉得非常可惜，因为阿瑟需要一个好妻子，而玛丽正是最好的姑娘。”

霍尔德停下来，一两分钟后，又开始说起来。“哦，我讲到哪儿了呢？”他问，“啊，对了……对了。当然，家里还有女佣。一共有三个，都是好姑娘，跟随我多年了。还有露茜，我们最重要的女佣，两个月前才来的。我们对她非常满意，只是有一件事……”

“什么事？”我问。

“她长得很美，有很多追求者。有时他们会在晚上到厨房门外转悠……”霍尔德停下来。“哦，我想这就是我家里的所有人了。”

“那昨天晚上发生了什么呢？”福尔摩斯问。

“哦，对，我的故事。”霍尔德说，“我回到屋里的时候，已经该吃晚饭了。吃完饭，露茜给阿瑟、玛丽和我端来咖啡。我一边喝咖啡一边给阿瑟和玛丽讲了绿玉王冠的事。我想那时露茜不在房间里，但我并不肯定。

“当听我说到‘那顶著名的王冠就在楼上我的书桌里’时，阿瑟和玛丽都大吃一惊。当然，他们都想见识一下，可我说‘不行’。阿瑟担心家里遭贼。但我跟他说：‘没事的，桌子上有把很牢固的锁呢。’阿瑟却大笑着说：‘随便是把钥匙就能打开那张桌子。小时候我就用阁楼的钥匙开过呀。’

“我没怎么理会阿瑟。”霍尔德说，“他经常胡诌八扯。这时我觉得累了，于是上楼去睡觉。

“过了大约十分钟，阿瑟来到我的房间。他问：‘我能借点儿钱吗，父亲？这次我得要两百镑——去还赌场里的朋友们的债！’我觉得怒火中烧：这个星期他已经是第二次来要钱了。我说‘不行’，他哭了起来，然后慢慢走出门，怒气冲冲地将门关上。”






第三章


夜里

福尔摩斯向后靠在椅子里。“那么，霍尔德先生，接下来发生了什么呢？”他问。霍尔德继续讲他的故事。





昨晚睡觉前，我把家里的各个房间都查看了一遍。我先去了我卧室隔壁的书房。我查看了一下书桌里，绿玉王冠还在，很安全。于是我又小心翼翼地锁上了桌子。

然后我下了楼，却十分诧异地看到玛丽正站在门厅里一扇敞开的窗户旁。她看到我之后迅速关上了窗子。

“叔叔，”她说，“露茜五分钟前从厨房的门进来。她刚刚去小道上了。您知道吗？”

“不，不知道。”我生气地说。

“我想她又去见追求她的人了。”玛丽说，“这样不安全啊。我们可不想夜里有陌生人在房子附近。”

“对，我们可不想这样。早上我一定得跟她谈谈。玛丽，”我说，“你把门都锁好了吗？”

“是的，锁好了。”她说。

“肯定吗？”

“是的，我肯定。”

然后我就上楼睡觉去了。我平时就睡得不太好，有时半夜还会醒。嗯，大约凌晨两点的时候，我听到奇怪的响动，立刻睁开了眼睛。

声音不是很大。“也许是谁在关窗或者关门？”我想。我从床上坐起来，听着周围的动静。

有那么一两分钟，周围一片寂静。可接着我听到书房里有人。我害怕了，下了床。我走到书房，慢慢推开门。

借着幽暗的光线，我看到了阿瑟，他只穿着衬衣和裤子，没有穿鞋。绿玉王冠就在他手里，他正拼命地掰着王冠。我想他是要把它折断。

“阿瑟！”我叫起来，“你拿着王冠干什么？你这个贼！你这个贼！”

听到我的声音，阿瑟的脸变得惨白，王冠从他手里掉到了地上。

我跑过去查看王冠。王冠的一角不见了，上面有三块绿宝石呢。

“阿瑟！”我说，“三块绿宝石不见了，在哪儿？”

“绿宝石？”他小声问。

“是啊，”我说，“绿宝石。”

“可应该都在这儿啊。”他答道。

“看，这儿缺了三块绿宝石。难道我光叫你贼还不行，还得叫你骗子吗？”我大声说。

“骗子？贼？”阿瑟愤怒地说，“我可不听你这么骂我。”

“可我看见你手里拿着王冠，”我说，“你想要把它弄坏！”

“你错了！你根本不明白！”阿瑟说，“我——”他突然打住，然后又说：“这件事，我一个字也不会再说。我早晨就离开这个家，再也不回来！”

“你会在警察的陪伴下离开这个家的。”我大喊道。

“那你就报警吧，”阿瑟说，“我无所谓。”

这时，家里所有的人都起来了。玛丽跑进房间，她一看到王冠和阿瑟的脸色，就明白了一切。她惊呼一声，突然跌坐在椅子上。

我叫来一个女仆，对她说：“去叫警察来！”两个警察来到家门口时，阿瑟看起来苍白无力。他耷拉着头站着。“您真的要把我交给警察吗，父亲？”他问。

“是的。”我回答，“你知道王冠是王室的东西，警察需要详细调查这起犯罪案件。我们必须找到丢失的绿宝石，否则这个国家就要有丑闻了。”

阿瑟听了我的话，抬头看着我。“我可以提一个要求吗，父亲？能让我离开这房子五分钟吗？”

“离开房子五分钟？”我说，“让你逃之夭夭？或是把丢了的宝石藏起来？不！不！绝对不行。”

然后我开始小声说：“求你了，阿瑟。我是个出名的银行家。我会因此损失很多很多。现在把那几颗宝石还给我吧，我们可以忘记这一切。”

“还可以忘记你给我的骂名——‘骗子’和‘贼’？绝不可能！”阿瑟叫道，他气得满脸通红。

再没什么可说的了。我把警察叫进房间，把阿瑟交给他们。“把这房子楼上楼下都搜一搜！”我说，“每个房间都要搜，直到找到失踪的绿宝石为止！”

警察在家里搜了好几个小时，但一无所获。而阿瑟呢？他再也没开过口，一个字都不说。他只是两手抱头坐着。

清晨时，警察带走了阿瑟。我跟着他一起去了警察局，然后跟警察局长谈了一下。他琢磨不透这起案件，就把您的名字和地址给了我，于是我就赶紧到贝克街这里来了。

我非常需要您的帮助，福尔摩斯先生。昨晚我失去了一切：绿宝石、我的儿子和我的好名声。您一定要帮我都找回来。






第四章


斯特雷特姆的房子

霍尔德坐在那里闭上了眼睛。他痛苦地在椅子上晃来晃去。福尔摩斯朝窗外的贝克街上望去。我等着他开口说说这起非常令人感兴趣的案件。

“平时您家的客人多吗？”福尔摩斯突然问霍尔德。

“不怎么多。”霍尔德说，“银行的史蒂文森偶尔会到家里来。还有就是阿瑟的朋友，乔治·伯恩韦尔爵士。”

“您常出门吗？”福尔摩斯问。

“阿瑟经常出去，”霍尔德说，“不过玛丽和我会呆在家里。”

“那玛丽对这起案件很担心吗？”福尔摩斯问。

“是的，”霍尔德说，“她昨晚一夜都没睡。”

福尔摩斯向霍尔德靠近了些。“可您的儿子真的有罪吗？您怎么那么肯定这一点？”他问。

“我看见他手里拿着王冠呢！”霍尔德说。

“那看起来可不太好，确实是。”福尔摩斯说，“不过我相信这小伙子是无辜的。”

“无辜的？”霍尔德说，“那他为什么会拿着王冠呢？而且他为什么一句话都不说呢？”

“他的沉默确实非常值得琢磨。”福尔摩斯说，“一个无辜的人通常会滔滔不绝，什么都跟你说。一个有罪的人也会说很多话，但他说的都是谎话。可什么都不说却是最反常的。阿瑟真的进了你的书房，从王冠上掰下一个角，把它藏到一个安全的地方，然后又拿着王冠剩下的部分回到书房里吗？我不相信！”

“可是昨晚到底发生了什么呢？”霍尔德问。

“那现在咱们去您在斯特雷特姆的家吧。”福尔摩斯说，“也许我们可以找到这个问题的答案。你也一起来吧，华生。”

我当然很高兴跟他们一起去调查这起离奇的案件。





马车上，福尔摩斯什么也没说。他坐在那儿，帽子盖住了眼睛。我们到了斯特里特汉姆街后，他站起身，抬头看霍尔德的房子。

这位银行家的房子是一座老式白色建筑，有一个很大的前花园。房子左边有条小道，通向几间马厩。房子右边有条小径，通向厨房的门。福尔摩斯仔细查看了白雪覆盖的前花园。之后，他沿着小径走到房子后面，然后又来到马厩小道上。

霍尔德和我很快就觉得冷了，于是我们进了屋。我们在温暖的房间里一言不发地等着。突然，一位年轻的女士走进来。她有着乌黑的头发和一双棕色的大眼睛。但是她的脸色惨白，两眼通红。

“叔叔，”她说，“阿瑟会很快就被放出来吗？请告诉我‘是的’！”

“不，玛丽。他得在警察那儿呆一阵子了。”霍尔德答道。

“可他是无辜的，这我非常肯定。”玛丽说。

“那他为什么一直不说话呢？”

“也许是因为您说他是贼，还不相信他，所以他生气了。”玛丽说。

随后，霍尔德的眼光转向我。“玛丽，有位侦探来家里调查这起案件。”

“是这位先生吗？”玛丽问。

“不，这是他的朋友，华生医生。侦探正在马厩小道上。”

“马厩小道？”她问。她看起来忧心忡忡的。

就在这时，福尔摩斯走进来。“早上好，”他说，“是玛丽·霍尔德小姐吧？我叫夏洛克·福尔摩斯。我想问您一两个问题。”

福尔摩斯和玛丽在桌旁坐下。“昨晚您听到什么动静了吗？”福尔摩斯问。

“没有，”玛丽说，“什么都没听到。”

“那您有没有关好所有的窗户？”福尔摩斯问。

“是的，我关好了。”玛丽说。

“那么，您是有个女仆，露茜。对吧？”

“是的，”玛丽说，“您需要了解一下她的情况。我想，昨天晚饭的时候她听到我们说王冠的事了。”

“我明白了。”福尔摩斯说，“昨晚露茜是不是在厨房门那里见过她的追求者？”

“是的，我去锁门的时候，露茜进来了。我看到她身后的暗处站着个男人。那是蔬果商弗朗西斯·普洛斯珀。我们去他店里买东西，他会送到家里来。他很喜欢见到露茜。”

“他是不是有条假腿？”福尔摩斯问。

玛丽看起来很害怕。“是的，您怎么知道的？”她问。然后她又笑起来：“您真是位出色的侦探，福尔摩斯先生。”

福尔摩斯看着玛丽，可他脸上一点儿笑意也没有。

“我需要看一下楼下的窗户。”侦探说。他去仔细查看了大厅里离马厩小道最近的那扇窗户。

“哦，哦。”他轻声说，“现在，霍尔德先生，华生，咱们上楼去书房看看。”

来到书房，福尔摩斯走到书桌前。“贼是用哪把钥匙打开书桌的？”他问。

“是阁楼的钥匙，”霍尔德说，“您知道的，阿瑟吃晚饭的时候说到那把钥匙来着。”

“我记得。”福尔摩斯说。

“这就是那顶著名的绿玉王冠。”霍尔德说。他把王冠从盒子里取出来放在桌子上。我们都默默站着，看着那些漂亮的绿宝石。

“现在，霍尔德先生，”福尔摩斯说，“我想让您再从王冠上掰下一个角来。”

“不！”霍尔德说。

“好，那您看着我掰吧。”福尔摩斯说。他猛地去掰王冠一角，却什么也没掰下来。“看到了吗？我个头不小，却掰不动它。想想吧，霍尔德先生，金子断裂的时候会发出很响的声音。昨晚您听到什么大的响动了吗？”

“没有，”霍尔德说，“我没听见。”

“很好。那就这样吧。”福尔摩斯说。

“可是失踪的绿宝石在哪儿呢？”霍尔德问，“阿瑟会怎么样呢？”

“现在还不好说。”福尔摩斯说。

“可昨晚到底发生了什么呢？请告诉我吧！”

“明天早上九点到十点之间到我家来。也许那时我就能告诉您了。再见。”






第五章


“您的麻烦就要结束了。”

福尔摩斯和我坐上马车回贝克街。他谈论着天气，可我当然是想知道更多关于这起案件的事。我问了他好几个问题：“你觉得阿瑟有罪吗？”“失踪的绿宝石在哪儿呢？”可每次福尔摩斯都把话题转回到天气上去。于是我不再提问，转头看着窗外。

三点钟，我们回到了贝克街。福尔摩斯快步走进屋子。“要破这个案，我还有好多事要做。”他说着，就跑上楼到自己的房间去了。

几分钟后，他下楼来，身上穿着一件旧大衣，头戴一顶黑帽子，脚上穿了双脏兮兮的棕色鞋子。他对着大厅里的镜子照了照。“你觉得怎么样，华生？”他问。

“很不错，福尔摩斯，”我回答道，“你看起来活像个工人。”

“谢谢，华生。”福尔摩斯微笑着说，“很抱歉这次你不能跟我去了。啊，下午晚些时候见吧。再见。”他把帽子拉下来遮住脸，然后就上街去了。





福尔摩斯回来的时候已经快六点了。“喂，华生，”他兴冲冲地说，“你能拿着这个吗？”他给了我一只黑色的旧鞋。

“可这是干什么用的？”我问。

“我现在没时间解释。”他说，“我得再出去。这次要去西区。我想我会比较晚才回来，所以不要等我了。”

“调查得怎么样？”我问。

“不错。下午我又去了斯特雷特姆，不过没进那所房子。”他说，“我可不能坐在这儿聊天了。我得把这身旧衣服脱了。我要重新变回夏洛克·福尔摩斯。”

我看得出，福尔摩斯对当天的工作非常满意。他上楼去了，五分钟后，他就出了前门。他又去调查了。

整个晚上我都坐着等福尔摩斯回来。等到半夜，我就上床睡觉去了。我一点儿也不觉得奇怪。福尔摩斯经常到很晚才回来。查案的时候，他有时几天几夜都不在家。





他是什么时候回来的？我不知道，不过吃早饭的时候他出现了。他手里端着咖啡，满脸笑意。

“早上好，华生，”他说，“抱歉没等你来我就吃早饭了。不过霍尔德九点要来。你肯定记得这事吧。”

“可现在已经九点多了。”我答道，“刚刚我听到有人在前门那儿。”

就在这时，女佣带着我们的朋友霍尔德先生进来了。他迟缓地走进房间。我拉出一把椅子给他，他跌坐上去。他的样子让我吃了一惊。他的头发变得越发花白，面容疲惫不堪。

“为什么这些事情会发生在我身上？”他问，“两天前，我还是个幸福的人。可现在我的世界一片黑暗。今天早上，家里发生了一件更糟糕的事。我的侄女玛丽离开了我。”

“离开了您？”福尔摩斯问。

“是啊，她今天早上没来吃早饭，大厅的桌子上有她给我留的这封信。”

霍尔德把信读给我们听：





亲爱的叔叔：  

都是因为我，您和阿瑟才会惹上麻烦。我不能继续在您家里住下去了。我必须离开你们，再也不回来了。我要去很远的地方，请不要找我。

谢谢您曾经为我做过的一切。

爱您的玛丽





“这封信到底是什么意思？”霍尔德问。

“我肯定，这是最好的结果了。”福尔摩斯说，“要知道，霍尔德先生，我相信您的麻烦就要结束了。”

“您有那些绿宝石的消息了吗，福尔摩斯先生？”霍尔德问。

“算是吧。”福尔摩斯说，“您觉得，要是能把绿宝石找回来，付三千英镑算多吗？”

“不多，”霍尔德说，“三千英镑不算什么！”

“哦，那您给我开一张三千英镑的支票吧。”福尔摩斯说。

霍尔德开好支票递给福尔摩斯。这位大侦探突然从口袋里掏出了王冠上缺的那个角。

“您找到了！”霍尔德叫起来。

“是的，我找到了。现在您还需要为一个人做一件事。”福尔摩斯说。

“什么事？”霍尔德问。

“您要向您的儿子阿瑟道歉。”福尔摩斯说。

“那他是清白的了？”霍尔德问。

“我昨天就跟您说过了，”福尔摩斯说，“今天我再说一遍。”

“现在您可以肯定了？”霍尔德问。

“是的，我肯定。”福尔摩斯说。

“那咱们赶紧去告诉阿瑟吧。”

“没事，他知道了。”福尔摩斯说，“我了解到真相之后就去找他谈了。我跟他说了我掌握的情况，他说：‘您是对的，福尔摩斯先生！’”

“哦，福尔摩斯，”霍尔德叫起来，“那么那个糟糕的晚上到底发生了什么呢？您现在就得告诉我。”






第六章


一天就查清了

“霍尔德先生，在我解释案情之前，”福尔摩斯说，“我必须先告诉您一件事。这件事我其实挺难说出口的，您听起来也会觉得很难接受。您的侄女玛丽和乔治·伯恩韦尔爵士是一对情人。昨天他俩私奔了。”

“我的玛丽？”霍尔德说，“我不相信。这不是真的！”

“我很遗憾，但这确实是真的。”福尔摩斯说，“伯恩韦尔第一次到您家拜访的时候，您并不怎么了解他。他可是英国最坏的人之一——一个骗子，一个贼。他几年前就在伦敦的赌场里输光了所有的钱。

“玛丽爱上了这个英俊的男人。每天晚上，她都在马厩小道旁的窗口与他见面。玛丽对男人一无所知，很快就被他的可怕力量所掌控。

“案件发生的那个晚上，”福尔摩斯接着说，“玛丽在窗口跟伯恩韦尔见面，跟他说了绿玉王冠的事。伯恩韦尔想：‘我可以把王冠卖一大笔钱！’于是他问玛丽：‘今天夜里晚一点的时候，你能把王冠拿来给我吗？’她说：‘可以。’

“您下楼的时候，玛丽停止跟伯恩韦尔说话，迅速关上窗户。然后她跟您说了露茜见她的追求者的事。当然，那是事实，不过却是在这之前发生的。

“阿瑟跟您吵了一通后就上床睡觉去了。他睡得很不好，夜里听到响动就起来了。他从门缝向外看，看到玛丽进了您的书房。她拿着王冠走出来下了楼。阿瑟跟着她，看到了更多的事情。在楼下，玛丽从马厩小道旁敞开的窗口把王冠给了外面的什么人，然后她就回房间去了。

“阿瑟爱玛丽，他不想让人知道她犯了罪。但是他得把王冠拿回来，于是他赶紧穿上衣服下楼。他连鞋都没穿就从窗口跳了出去，去追马厩小道上的一个人。那个人，当然就是我们的朋友伯恩韦尔。

“阿瑟把伯恩韦尔拽倒在雪地上，然后朝他眼睛上打了一拳。两个人拉扯着王冠，突然，什么东西断了，王冠到了阿瑟手中。

“他回到家里，关上窗户，跑上楼来到您的书房。他看到王冠扭坏了，所以想把它扳正。

“这时，霍尔德先生，您进来了。”福尔摩斯说。

“是的，”霍尔德沮丧地大声说，“我看见阿瑟用手拼命掰着王冠。现在我明白是怎么回事了。”

“然后您惹怒了阿瑟。您说他是骗子，是贼！他却不能辩解。他不想让您知道是玛丽犯的罪。”

“玛丽一看到王冠就倒了下去。”霍尔德说，“现在我也明白是为什么了。阿瑟问：‘我能出去五分钟吗？’那是因为他想去找丢失的绿宝石啊。”

霍尔德看起来非常难过。“噢，福尔摩斯先生，我错怪了我的儿子。可您是怎么知道这一切的呢？”

“啊，”福尔摩斯说，“这场雪帮了我大忙。记得我在您家时出去到花园里看过吧？”

“是的。”霍尔德说。

“从雪地上我能看出来那个糟糕的夜里发生的很多事。”他解释说，“我走上小路，看到了厨房门附近的脚印。那是一个姑娘和一个有假腿的男人的脚印。”

“啊，对了，那是露茜和弗朗西斯·普洛斯珀。”霍尔德说，“我带着王冠回家的那个晚上，花园里那个男人就是他吗？”

“是的，就是普洛斯珀。他来跟您的新女佣露茜见面。”福尔摩斯说。接着，他对案情作了更多解释。





马厩小道的雪上有两组脚印。第一组是一个脚很大的男人留下的。脚印就在马厩小道旁的窗户边，我可以看出那个男人在那里等了很久。那些脚印后来沿着小道走到了一棵树旁。

第二组脚印是一个光脚男人的，脚印从窗户出来，到了小道上，同样到了那棵树旁。从雪地上我可以看出这两个男人有一场打斗。我在那儿发现了一些血迹。

后来，第一组脚印沿着小道跑掉了。第二组脚印回到了窗口。

您记得吧，在您家的时候，我仔细检查了小道旁的窗户。我在那儿看到了光脚男人的脚印，所以我知道他是从窗户进来的。

我开始比较明白这起案件的情况了。没穿鞋的人是阿瑟。可我有两个问题。小道上那个人是谁？是谁把王冠拿给这个人的？嗯，不是阿瑟干的，所以玛丽或者某个女佣是作案者。

阿瑟的沉默很重要。他是想保护什么人。不是露茜或者比她小的女佣——是玛丽，因为他爱她。

但是玛丽的同犯是谁呢？玛丽是个好姑娘。不过也许她有个情人能够控制她，让她做出这件可怕的事。那么她的情人是谁呢？

您说过，您家里只有一两个人会来。其中一个是伯恩韦尔。几年前，我的朋友们给我讲过他的情况——那时他因为跟女人的风流事而臭名昭著，现在他的名声更恶劣了。

可是伯恩韦尔真的是贼吗？我想确定这一点。所以，昨天去过您家后，我回到家，换上了一身工人的旧衣服。接着我去了伯恩韦尔家，跟他的女佣搭话。她跟我讲了些有趣的事，我很快就得知伯恩韦尔的眼上有了道伤口。

我还跟那个女佣说：“我一分钱也没有，可我需要双新鞋。”她很同情我，给了我一双伯恩韦尔的旧鞋。

然后我带着其中一只鞋到了您家。这鞋与雪上的脚印吻合，这让我很高兴。

之后，我回到贝克街，穿上我日常的衣服，又去了伯恩韦尔家。我很想拿回绿宝石，可又不想给王室惹出丑闻——所以我不能叫警察，也不能公开调查。

我在伯恩韦尔家跟他说了一会儿话。一开始他说：“我不知道什么绿玉王冠的事。”但是等我给他解释完全部案情后，他恼羞成怒，动手要打我，可我掏出了手枪，顶住他的脑袋。

然后他拿出了一个盒子，气哼哼地打开，失踪的绿宝石就在里面。“要宝石，就给我三千英镑。”他说。当然，我一分钱都不想给这个人，可我也不想他搬弄是非，传出丑闻来。于是我开了张支票，拿了盒子走人。我凌晨两点才上床睡觉。漫长的一天的工作终于结束了。





“就在这一天之内，您阻止了一桩可怕的丑闻发生！”霍尔德说，“我不知道该说些什么来感谢您。”之后他起身离开。“现在我要去见我的儿子，为我不相信他向他道歉。再见，福尔摩斯先生，华生医生。”说着，他就走了。

我看着面前桌子上伯恩韦尔的旧鞋。

“你最后总是能找到答案，福尔摩斯。”我说。

“一天就查清了，华生。”福尔摩斯微笑着说。
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What are the jewels called?

the Austrian crown jewels

Where can you find them?

the Hofburg Palace, Vienna

How can you get there?

When can you visit?

Which building are the
jewels in?

What can you see there?

by underground train:
nearest station Stephansplatz

from 10 o’clock to 6 o’clock
Wednesday to Monday

closed on Tuesdays

the Treasury

swords, jewels and crowns from the Austrian
imperial family’s past

Which is the most famous
crown?

Can you describe it?

the Crown of Rudolph Il

gold. It has a very big emerald, 8 diamonds, many
rubies and sapphires, a large pearl from Panama
and smaller pearls from Persia.
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What are the jewels called?
Where can you find them?

How can you get there?

When can you visit?

Which building are the jewels in?
What can you see there?

Which is the most famous crown?
Can you describe it?

the British Crown Jewels
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nas a lot of power over Arthur

come to the kitchen door
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is dead
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often wants to borrow money.

have a lot of time and money.
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