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第一章



The Donkey in the Lion’s Skin


　　A donkey once found a lion’s skin
 ．He dressed himself up in it and began to run about in the village
 ，frightening everyone he met
 ．Men
 ，women
 ，animals and chickens all fled away as fast as they could
 ．“Hee
 haw
 ．” laughed the donkey
 ．“This is better than carrying loads of wood
 ．See how frightened they are
 ．Hee
 haw
 ，bee
 haw
 ！”

　　“So that’s who you are
 ，”said a fox who had been hiding behind a wall
 ．“You’d better keep your mouth shut if you want to be a lion
 ．”

　　If you are pretending to be something you are not
 ，be careful
 ：it’s easy to give yourself away
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Why did men
 ，women
 ，animals and chickens all flee away
 ？

　　② Why did the fox ask the donkey to keep his mouth shut
 ？

　　披着狮皮的驴

　　有一次，驴找到一张狮皮，他把狮皮披在身上，在村里跑来跑去，吓唬他碰上的人和动物。男人、女人、牲畜和小鸡都赶快逃避。

　　“哈哈，”驴笑着说，“这比驮木头好多了。瞧，他们多么害怕啊。哈哈，哈哈！”

　　躲在墙后的狐狸说：“原来是你呀，如果你想当狮子，最好闭上嘴。”

　　若要伪装，千万小心，因为容易露出马脚。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Men
 ，women
 ，animals and chickens all fled away because the donkey once found a lion’s skin
 ．He dressed himself up in it and began to run about in the village
 ，frightening everyone he met
 ．② Because if the donkey laughs or speaks
 ，he would give himself away
 ．The Raven and the Swan


　　A raven envied a swan the whiteness of her plumage
 ，and
 ，thinking that her beauty was owing to the water in which she lived
 ，deserted the altars where he used to find his livelihood
 ，and betook himself to the pools and streams
 ．There he plumed and dressed himself and washed his coat
 ，but all to no purpose
 ，for his plumage remained as black as ever
 ，and he himself soon perished for want of his usual food
 ．Change of scene is not change of nature
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① According to the raven
 ，why did the swan look beautiful
 ？

　　② Where did the raven want to betake himself
 ？

　　③ Did the raven’s plumage change
 ？

　　④ What can we learn from the fable
 ？

　　乌鸦和天鹅

　　一只乌鸦羡慕天鹅的一身雪白羽毛，以为天鹅的美是由于栖息在水里造成的。于是他离开经常觅食的地方，搬到池塘和河里去。乌鸦在那里梳洗打扮，洗刷羽毛，但是一切全都白费功夫。乌鸦的羽毛仍像往常一样黑。而且，由于缺乏他赖以生存的食物，乌鸦不久后也就一命呜呼了。

　　这正是江山易改，本性难移。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① He thought that the swan’s beauty was owing to the water in which she lived
 ．② The raven moved to the pools and streams
 ．③ No
 ．His plumage remained as black as ever
 ．④ From this fable we can learn that change of scene is not change of nature
 ．The Town Mouseand the Country Mouse


　　Once upon a time a country mouse invited his cousin
 ，a town mouse
 ，to stay with him for a few days
 ．The country mouse lived alone under a hedge in the corner of a field
 ．His straw
 lined home was dry and warm and he lived there simply and safely from one year to the next
 ．When the town mouse came to visit
 ，the country mouse made a great fuss of him
 ．He gave him the best straw to sleep on and fed him with all the choicest things in his larder
 ．There were grains of wheat and barley
 ，walnuts
 ，cheese rinds and even little withered red apples that he had managed to carry home from the orchard
 ．The elegant town mouse did not seem to be impressed by all these good things
 ．He looked as if he hardly liked to sit down and only nibbled disdainfully at the food the country mouse put before him
 ．As the evening drew on he grew more and more restless until at last he said
 ：“My dear mouse
 ，how can you bear this plain
 ，dull life
 ？Nothing ever happens here
 ，does it
 ？You should see the place I come from
 ．There is always something going on there
 ．The streets are full of people and the food
 ！You don’t have to work your life away scrimping and saving and scavenging to find the next crust
 ．Why
 ，food is just lying around for the taking in my town
 ．A mouse
 ，you know
 ，does not live forever
 ．Come with me and see what life is while you can
 ．”

　　The country mouse was impressed by the town mouse’s word sand after a little more Persuasion he agreed to go with him
 ．It was dark when they arrived at the town mouse’s home and as the doors and windows were closed they had to scuttle in through a hole in the wall
 ．The town mouse led the way to the dining room
 ．The country mouse gazed around in wonder
 ．There were thick carpets on the floor and thick velvet curtains at the windows
 ．In the middle of the room was a table
 ，covered with a White cloth and with food of every kind.A great banquet had been held there earlier in the evening and nothing had been cleared away.Dishes of turkey and joints of beef lay side by side with bowls of trifle
 ，jugs of cream and wedges of the best French cheese.Loaves of crusty bread and half
 empty flagons of wine were scattered around
 ．The country mouse stood and stared
 ．

　　“Come on
 ，country boy
 ，”cried the town mouse and in a moment
 ，they were both scrambling to the table top.The country mouse did not know where to begin
 ，but the town mouse guided him easily around
 ，bringing him all the best titbits and urging him to try more and more different dishes
 ．“Oh my God
 ．”said the country mouse
 ．“This is really...
 ”before he could finish his sentence the door of the room burst open and a crowd of laughing
 ，noisy people came tumbling in to finish off the feast
 ．The two mice jumped off the table in fright and hid themselves in the first corner they could reach
 ．The country mouse was too terrified to look up
 ．Even the self
 confident town mouse was shivering with alarm.After what seemed like hours the room grew quiet again and the mice crept cautiously towards the table
 ．They had scarcely started to eat again when something even more frightening happened
 ．A cat came creeping through the open door and darted towards the table.The two mice managed to run behind a cupboard just as she sprang up to pounce on them
 ．As soon as it was a quiet again the country mouse said
 ：“I’ve had enough of this town
 ，and I still want to live the rest of my life
 ．Good
 bye
 ，cousin
 ．The food may be rich and plentiful but it is not for me
 ．I would rather live my dull life in peace than run these risks for my dinner
 ．”

　　With that he ran out of the house as fast as he could
 ，back to his comfortable country life
 ．For some people a safe
 ，dull life is better than a rich
 ，dangerous one
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What were their lives like
 ？ Whose life is better
 ？

　　② Why did the country mouse agree to go with the town mouse
 ？

　　③ What was the town mouse’s dining
 room like
 ？

　　④ What made the country mouse decide to leave the town
 ？

　　城市老鼠和乡下老鼠

　　从前有只乡下老鼠邀请他的表兄城市老鼠同他在一起住些日子。

　　乡下老鼠独自住在田边树篱下面。他的稻草窝又干燥又暖和，他年复一年地在那里过着简朴而安全的生活。

　　城市老鼠来访时，乡下老鼠对他格外殷勤关切，让他睡在最好的稻草上，从贮藏的食品中挑出最好的东西给他吃，有小麦粒、大麦粒、核桃、干酪皮，甚至还有设法从果园里搞到的几个干瘪的小红苹果。

　　城市里的高雅的老鼠好像并没有把这些好东西放在眼里。看样子，他似乎连坐都不愿意坐下来，他只是傲慢地啃了几口乡下老鼠放在面前的食物。天暗下来，他也越来越不耐烦了，最后他说：“亲爱的老鼠，你怎么受得了这样枯燥单调的生活呢？这儿什么事儿也没有，对不对？你应当到我那儿去看看。那儿总有事情发生。街上到处是人，还有吃的东西！你用不着一辈子去干活儿，省吃俭用，从垃圾堆里找点面包屑什么的。啊，在我们城里，到处都是吃的东西，随便吃。你知道，老鼠不会长命百岁，趁你还能去，跟我去见见世面吧。”

　　城市老鼠的话给乡下老鼠留下了深刻的印象，城市老鼠又劝了一会儿，乡下老鼠就同意和他一起去了。

　　他们来到城市老鼠家里的时候，天已经黑了，门窗都关着，他们只得从墙洞里急忙溜进去。城市老鼠带路，他们来到了饭厅。乡下老鼠惊讶地四处张望。地面上铺着厚厚的地毯，窗户上挂着厚厚的天鹅绒窗帘。屋子中间摆着一张桌子，上面铺着白桌布，放着各种食品。傍晚时那儿曾举行了盛大宴会，还没结束，东西都没有撤掉。一盘盘的火鸡和牛肉，同一碗碗的松糕、一罐罐的奶油、最好的楔形法国奶酪放在一起。一只只硬壳的面包和半空的酒瓶散放在各处。

　　乡下老鼠站在那儿，目不转睛地看着。

　　“来吧，乡下佬，”城市老鼠叫着，很快他们就向桌面爬去。乡下老鼠不知从哪儿下嘴，城市老鼠领着他轻松地转悠，把最精美的食物拿给他吃，极力劝他尝尝各种不同的菜肴。

　　“啊，天呀，”乡下老鼠说，“这可真是……”话音未落，房门猛然打开了，一群说说笑笑的人匆匆拥进来，想把这顿饭吃完。

　　两只老鼠吓得跳下桌子，藏到最近的角落里去。乡下老鼠很害怕，不敢往上看。就是那只很自信的城市老鼠也十分惊慌，直打哆嗦。好像过了几个小时，房间又安静下来，两只老鼠才小心翼翼地往桌子上爬去。

　　他们刚要吃东西，又发生了更可怕的事。一只猫从敞开的门溜进来，突然向桌子冲过来。猫向两只老鼠扑去时，他们刚好跑到碗橱后面去了。

　　一静下来，乡下老鼠就说：“这个城市我可待够了，我还要活下去呢。再见吧，表兄。这里吃的东西可能又有滋味又丰富，可不是为我准备的。我宁愿过平安而单调的生活，也不愿意贪图口福而冒风险。”

　　他说完就尽快跑出那所住宅，回去过舒适的乡村生活了。

　　对某些人来说，单调而安全的生活比富裕而危险的生活好。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① In the country
 ，the mouse’s straw
 lined home was dry and warm and he lived there simply and safely
 ．In the town
 ，the mouse lived in a beautiful room
 ， and there were many kinds of food
 ， but his life was dangerous
 ．The country mouse’s life is better
 ．② Because he wanted to see the life in the town
 ． And the town mouse persuaded him
 ．③ In the dining
 room
 ，there were thick carpets on the floor and thick velvet curtains at the windows
 ．In the middle of the room was a table
 ， covered with a white cloth and with good food of every kind
 ． A great banquet had been held there earlier in the evening and nothing had been cleared away
 ．Dishes of turkey and joints of beef lay side by side with bowls of trifle
 ，jugs of cream and wedges of the best French cheese
 ．Loaves of crusty bread and half
 empty flagons of wine were scattered around
 ．④ He knew that the town life was dangerous
 ．He thought a dull
 ，safe life is better than a rich
 ，dangerous one.


　　The Eagle and the Raven


　　An eagle was trying to break up a nut in his beak when a raven landed on a branch beside him
 ．The raven eyed the nut hopefully
 ．“You’ll never break it like that
 ，”he said
 ．“If I were you I would fly up in the sky as high as I could
 ，then drop the nut onto the rocks
 ．It’s the only way you’ll get at the kernel
 ．”

　　The eagle flew up into the air until he was just a speck in the blue sky
 ，then let the nut fall down
 ，down
 ，down to the ground
 ．The raven hopped quickly from his branch
 ，seized the nut in his beak and flew away. By the time the eagle had found his way back to the right place
 ，all that was left were broken pieces of the shell
 ．Not all advice is good advice
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① The raven would fly up in the sky as high as he could to break the nut
 ．② The eagle succeeded in breaking the nut.


　　鹰和乌鸦

　　鹰叼着个核桃，想把它砸开。这时乌鸦落在他旁边的树枝上。乌鸦看着核桃，想把它弄到手。

　　他说：“你这样是永远砸不开的，要是我，就尽量高高地飞上天空，然后把核桃扔下来，让它落在岩石上。只有这样，你才能得到核桃仁。”

　　鹰飞入空中，直到他在蓝天上成了一个小点，然后他让核桃落下，落呀，落呀，一直落到地上。乌鸦很快从树枝上跳下来，把核桃仁儿叼走了。等到鹰回到这个地方时，只剩下核桃壳的碎片了。

　　并非所有的建议都是好的。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①F
 ②T


　　The Thief and the Dog


　　A thief coming to steal from a house wanted to stop the barking of a dog by throwing a loaf of bread to him
 ．“Away with you
 ！”said the dog
 ，“I had my suspicions of you before
 ，but this excess of civility assures me that you are a rogue
 ．”

　　A bribe in hand betrays viciousness at heart
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① A thief threw a loaf of bread to a dog in order to stop the barking of it
 ．② The dog felt very happy and ate the bread quickly
 ．③ The dog was convinced that the thief was a rogue by his excess of civility
 ．④ The fable tells us that a bribe in hand can hide viciousness at heart
 ．小偷和狗

　　一个小偷来到一户人家偷东西，为了让狗不再叫，就扔给狗一块面包。狗说：“你滚吧！起初我还只是怀疑，但你这样过分礼貌却使我断定你是个坏蛋。”

　　手中的贿赂暴露了心中的险恶。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②F
 ③T
 ④F


　　The Two Cocks


　　Two cocks once fought to decide who should be the King of the farmyard
 ．After a long
 ，hard struggle one cock could fight no more
 ．He crept into the darkest corner of the hen house to hide his shame
 ．The winner flew onto the top of the farmhouse
 ，crowing and flapping his wings to let the world know he was the new King
 ．“Look at me
 ，look at me
 ，”he crowed
 ．“I am the King of the farmyard
 ．”

　　Just then an eagle flew by
 ．Swooping down
 ，he seized the cock in his talons and carried him off
 ．The cock who was hiding in the hen house heard the crows of triumph turn to cries of despair
 ．He peered out to see what was happening
 ．All at once he began to feel better
 ．He fluffed up his battered feathers
 ，straightened his drooping comb and strutted out into the yard again
 ．“I am the King of the farmyard now
 ，”he crowed happily
 —just as if he had been the winner all along
 ．Pride comes before a fall
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① Two cocks once fought to decide who should be the king of the farmyard
 ．② The winner was very proud of his victory
 ．③ The loser turned out to be the winner at last
 ．④ We can learn that pride comes before a fall
 ．两只公鸡

　　有一次，两只公鸡通过打斗来决定谁是场院之王。经过长久激烈的搏斗，一只公鸡打不下去了，于是钻到鸡窝最黑暗的角落里，以掩饰自己的羞愧。

　　得胜的公鸡飞到农舍屋顶上，拍打着翅膀喔喔啼叫，让人们知道他是新王。

　　“看看我，看看我，”他叫道，“我是场院之王。”

　　这时，一只鹰飞过。鹰猛扑下来，用爪子抓住公鸡把他带走了。

　　藏在鸡窝里的公鸡听到欢快的鸡鸣变成绝望的惨叫，就向外窥视看看出了什么事。他顿时感觉好多了。他抖抖乱糟糟的羽毛，挺起耷拉着的鸡冠，大摇大摆地走进场院。

　　“现在我是场院之王，”他得意洋洋地啼叫着——好像他一向是胜利者。

　　骄者必败。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②T
 ③T
 ④T


　　The Rivers and the Sea


　　Once upon a time the rivers combined against the sea
 ，and converging into a whole
 ，accused her
 ，“Why is it that when we rivers pour our water into you so fresh and sweet
 ，you straightway render it salty and unpalatable
 ？”The sea
 ，observing the temper in which they came
 ，merely answered coldly
 ，“If you do not wish to become salty
 ，please keep away from me altogether
 ．”

　　Those who are most benefited are often the first to complain
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Whom did the rivers combine against
 ？

　　② Why did the rivers accuse the sea
 ？

　　江河和海洋

　　从前，江河联合起来反对海洋，并汇成一体谴责海洋说：“我们江河注到你这儿的水既新鲜又甘美，你却立刻使它变得又咸又难喝，这是什么道理？”大海眼看江河滚滚而来，气势汹汹，却只是冷冷地回答说：“各位如果不愿变咸，那就都别到我这儿来好了。”

　　得益最大的人，往往先发牢骚。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① The rivers combined against the sea
 ．

　　② Because when rivers poured their water into the sea so fresh and sweet
 ，the sea straightway rendered it salty and unpalatable
 ．The Tortoise and the Eagle


　　“If only I could fly
 ，”sighed a tortoise one day
 ，looking up at the birds whirling and gliding far above him
 ．“what a different person I would be
 ．It’s just a question of getting off the ground
 ．If I could get high enough in the air I could soar as well as any bird
 ．”

　　He began to practise little leaps
 ，waving his forepaws in the air and stretching his neck as far as it would go
 ．He even jumped off a couple of small rocks to try his skill
 ，but each time he landed rather heavily on his stomach
 ．“If only I could get right up there where the wind would catch me
 ．”he grumbled
 ．One day when he was watching the birds as usual
 ，a great eagle landed on a low branch beside him and began to preen his feathers
 ．The tortoise regarded him enviously
 ．Then he had an idea
 ．“Will you teach me to fly
 ，Mr
 ．eagle
 ？”

　　“Teach you to fly
 ？But that’s impossible
 ．”laughed the eagle
 ．“You have no wings for taking off
 ．You’d better stay on the ground
 ，my tortoise
 ，where you belong
 ！”

　　The tortoise did not give up
 ．He pleaded and begged
 ，offering the eagle all kinds of rewards.At last the eagle agreed reluctantly to help him
 ．“All you have to do is take me up into the air
 ．Then I’ll be carried along by the wind just as you are
 ．”said the tortoise confidently as the eagle grasped him in his talons
 ．Higher and higher the eagle rose until the trees and houses were like match stick toys below them
 ．“Now
 ！”cried the tortoise excitedly
 ．“Let me go and tell me what to do with my legs
 …”

　　The eagle opened his claws but before he had time to give a word of advice the tortoise had fallen straight down to the hard
 ，rocky ground far below
 ！

　　Don’t try to be something you are not
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① The tortoise wanted to fly up into the air just like any bird
 ．② In the end
 ，the tortoise died
 ．

　　③ The eagle agreed to help him
 ．

　　龟和鹰

　　有一天，乌龟看着远在空中盘旋飞翔的鸟儿叹口气说：“要是我能飞就好了，那我就大不相同了。这不过是个离开地面的问题。如果我能到达空中一定的高度，就能像任何鸟儿一样翱翔了。”

　　他开始练习小小的跳动，在空中摇动前爪尽量伸长脖子。他甚至从两三块小石头上跳下来试一试自己的技能，但每次都肚子朝下重重地落在地上。

　　“如果我能到空中风可以带动我的地方就好了。”他嘟嘟囔囔地说。

　　有一天，乌龟像往常一样看着飞鸟，一只巨大的鹰落在他旁边低低的树枝上，用嘴梳理羽毛。乌龟羡慕地看着他。后来，他想出一个主意。

　　“鹰，你教我飞好吗？”

　　“教你飞？啊，这不可能，”鹰笑着说，“你没有翅膀怎么飞。你最好还是待在地上吧，乌龟，那才是你待的地方。”

　　乌龟不死心，他请求，哀告，还答应给鹰各种酬劳，最后鹰勉强同意帮他。

　　“你只要把我带到空中就行了，然后我就会像你那样被风带起来。”鹰用爪子把他抓起来的时候，乌龟信心十足地说。

　　鹰越飞越高，下面的树木和房屋看起来就像火柴棍搭的玩具一样。

　　“好了，”乌龟激动地喊着，“放开我，告诉我腿如何活动……”

　　鹰松开爪子，但是还没来得及向乌龟建议，乌龟已经直摔下去，远远地掉在下面坚硬的石头地上了！

　　不要试图做自己做不到的事。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②T
 ③T


　　The Wolf
 ，the Fox
 ，and the Ape


　　A wolf accused a fox of theft
 ，but the latter entirely denied the charge
 ．An ape undertook to judge the matter between them
 ．When each had fully stated his case
 ，the ape pronounced this sentence
 ：“I do not think you
 ，wolf
 ，ever lost what you claimed
 ；and I do believe you
 ，fox
 ，to have stolen what you so stoutly denied
 ．”

　　The dishonest
 ，even if they act honestly
 ，get no credit
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did a wolf accuse a fox
 ？

　　② Who was the judge
 ？

　　③ How did the ape judge the matter
 ？

　　④ What can we see from this fable
 ？

　　狼·狐狸·猿

　　狼控告狐狸犯偷窃罪，但狐狸矢口否认。猿负责审理他们的案件。双方充分申述理由后，猿宣判道：“狼啊，我认为你并没有丢失报失的东西；狐狸啊，我确信你偷了矢口否认偷过的东西。”

　　不老实的人，即使做了老实事，也得不到信任。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① A wolf accused a fox of theft
 ．

　　② An ape was the judge
 ．

③ The ape judged that the wolf didn’t lose what he claimed and the fox did have stolen what he so stoutly denied
 ．④ We can learn the dishonest
 ，even if they act honestly
 ，get no credit
 ．















第二章



The Mule


　　A mule that had grown fat and wanton on too great an allowance of corn
 ，was one day jumping and kicking about
 ，and at length
 ，cocking up her tail
 ，exclaimed
 ，“My dam was a racer
 ，and I am quite as good as ever she was
 ．”But being soon exhausted with her galloping and frisking
 ，she remembered all at once that her sire was but an ass
 ．Every truth has two sides
 ；it is worthwhile to look at both before we commit ourselves to either
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Why did the mule cock up her tail
 ？

　　② Who was the mule’s father
 ？

　　③ What can we learn from this fable
 ？

　　骡子

　　一头骡子因为有大量玉米可吃，所以变得又肥又任性。一天，她到处乱蹦乱踢，到后来竟然翘起尾巴，大声喊道：“我的母亲曾是一匹赛马，我跟她当年一样出色。”可是，她这样奔跑蹦跳，很快就累得筋疲力尽了，这时她才想起，她的父亲不过是一头驴子。

　　事实都有两面，必须两面都看到后再做出承诺。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Because his mother had been a racer and he thought he was quite as good as ever she had been
 ．② The mule’s father was an ass
 ．

　　③ Every truth has two sides
 ：it is worthwhile to look at both before we commit ourselves to either
 ．The Fox and the Goat


　　One day a fox fell into a well and could not scramble out again
 ．The water was not very deep
 ，but the sides of the well were smooth and were covered with slippery moss so that every time the fox struggled up a few inches
 ，he slipped down again with a splash into the water
 ．After some time a goat came along and peered curiously over the edge
 ．“What are you doing down there
 ，fox
 ？”he asked
 ．The fox saw his chance to escape
 ．

　　“Are you quite alone
 ？”he asked mysteriously
 ．“I don’t want everyone to come at once
 ．But the water in this well is so good that I just cannot stop drinking it
 ．Come on in and try it
 ．You’ll see it is better than anything you ever tasted before
 ．”

　　Without thinking twice the goat jumped in and began to drink eagerly
 ．After a while he had had enough to drink and he looked round to see how he could get out
 ．“No problem at all
 ，my dear fellow
 ，”said the fox
 ，“you stand on your hind legs and I’ll climb on your back
 ．If I balance myself on your horns I’ll just about reach the ground
 ．Then I’ll lean over and pull you up after me
 ．”

　　So the goat stood on his hind legs and the fox climbed quickly out of the well
 ．Trotting off across the fields he called out to the goat
 ：“If you have as much sense in your head as you have hairs in your beard
 ，my friend
 ，you would have made sure you could get out of that well before ever you jumped in
 ．”

　　Look before you leap
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What happened to the fox one day
 ？

　　② Why did the goat jump into the well
 ？

　　狐狸和山羊

　　有一天，狐狸掉进井里，爬不出来。水不深，但井壁平滑，又长着滑溜的苔藓，狐狸每次挣扎着爬上几英寸，就又滑下来，扑通一声掉在水里。

　　过了一会儿，山羊走过来，探头在井边上好奇地张望。

　　“狐狸，你在下面干什么？”他问道。

　　狐狸发现逃出去的机会来了。

　　“你是不是一个人？”狐狸故弄玄虚地问，“我可不要大家一块来。这井里的水太好喝了，我简直喝不够。下来尝尝吧。你会发现这水比你以前尝过的任何东西的味道都好。”

　　山羊想也不想，就跳进井里去，大喝起来。过了一会儿，他喝够了，就四处环顾起来，想着怎么才能上去。

　　“根本没问题，亲爱的伙伴，”狐狸说，“你用后腿站着，我爬到你的背上。如果我在你的角上站稳了，刚好够得着地面，然后我再弯腰把你拉上去。”

　　于是，山羊用后腿站着，狐狸很快爬出井去。他穿过田野跑开时，向山羊喊道：“我的朋友，如果你脑袋里的见识跟你的胡须一样多，那你就会在确有从井里出来的把握时，才往井里跳呢。”

　　三思而后行（深思熟虑而后行）。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① One day a fox fell into a well and could not scramble out again
 ．The water was not very deep
 ，but the sides of the well were smooth and were covered with slippery moss so that every time the fox struggled up a few inches
 ，he slipped down again with a splash into the water
 ．② Because the fox said the water in the well was very good
 ．The goat wanted to drink the water
 ．The Wild Boar and the Fox


　　A wild boar was whetting his tusks against a tree
 ，when a fox passing by asked why he did so
 ．“For
 ，”said he
 ，“I see no reason for it
 ；there is neither a hunter nor a hound in sight
 ，nor any other danger that I can see at hand
 ．”“True
 ，”replied the boar
 ，“but when a danger does arise
 ，I shall have something else to do rather than sharpen my weapons
 ．”

　　It is too late to whet the sword when the trumpet sounds to draw it
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① A wild boar was whetting his tusks because there was some danger around him
 ．② A fox thought there was no reason for the wild boar to do that
 ．③ A wild boar should have something else to do rather than sharpen his weapons
 ．④ It is not late to whet the sword when the trumpet sounds to draw it
 ．野猪和狐狸

　　野猪在树干上磨长牙，狐狸从旁经过，就问他为什么这样做。狐狸说：“我看没有必要这样做。这儿既没有猎人或猎狗，也看不出眼前有什么别的危险。”野猪回答说：“不错，可是等真的有了危险时，我就必须干别的事情，就顾不到磨牙齿了。”

　　当军号吹响，要拔刀作战时，再去磨刀就太晚了。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①F
 ②T
 ③T
 ④F


　　The Peacock and the Crane


　　A peacock
 ，spreading its gorgeous plumage
 ，mocked a crane that passed by
 ，ridiculing the ashen hue of its feathers
 ，“I am robed
 ，like a king
 ，in gold and purple
 ，looking as splendid as the rainbow
 ，while you have not a bit of colour on your wings
 ．”

　　“True
 ，”replied the crane
 ，“but I can soar to reach the heights of heaven
 ，and lift up my voice to reach the stars
 ，while you can just walk below
 ，like a cock
 ，among the birds of the dunghill
 ．”

　　Fine feathers don’t make fine birds
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Why did the peacock mock a crane
 ？

　　② What did the crane say facing the peacock’s ridicule
 ？

　　③ What does the fable tell us
 ？

　　④ What can we learn from the fable
 ？

　　孔雀和仙鹤

　　孔雀张开它那美丽的彩屏，挖苦从旁边走过的仙鹤，嘲笑它那一身灰暗的羽毛：“我穿的长袍金色配紫色，艳丽如彩虹，像个国王哩。你的翅膀却连一点儿色彩也没有。”

　　仙鹤回答说：“不错！可是我能一飞冲天，一声长鸣，远达群星。你呢，却像只公鸡，只能在地上走，与粪堆上的鸡鸭为伍。”

　　羽毛美丽并不等于鸟儿好——人不可以貌相。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Because the peacock was proud of its gorgeous plumage and ridiculed the ashen hue of the crane’s feathers
 ．② Facing the peacock’s ridicule
 ，the crane said
 ：“while you walk below
 ，I soar to reach the heights of heaven
 ，and lift up my voice to reach the stars
 ．③ The fable tells us that fine feathers don’t make fine birds
 ．④ We can not think of a person only by his looks.


　　The Crab and Her Mother


　　“Walk straight
 ，”said a mother crab to her daughter
 ，“stop dragging yourself sideways all the time
 ．”

　　“Mother
 ，”replied the daughter
 ，“just show me how
 ．If you walk straight yourself I will copy you
 ．”

　　Don’t expect people to do things you would not do yourself
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did the mother crab ask her daughter to do
 ？

　　② What do you learn from the story
 ？

　　螃蟹和她的妈妈

　　螃蟹妈妈对女儿说：“直着走，别老是横着走。”

　　女儿回答说：“妈妈，做个样子给我看看，怎么走法。如果你自己直着走，我就照你的样子走。”

　　不要指望别人做你自己做不到的事。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① The mother crab asked her daughter to walk straight and stop dragging herself sideways all the time
 ．② Don’t expect people to do things you would not do yourself.


　　The Rose Bush and the Apple Tree


　　Near an apple tree grew a rose bush
 ．The rose bush saw how much she was admired and said
 ，“Who can compare with me
 ，and who is as worthy as I am
 ？My flowers look so beautiful and smell so sweet
 ．True
 ，the apple tree is bigger than I
 ，but what pleasure does he give to mankind
 ？”

　　When the apple tree heard this he said
 ，“Even though you are worthier than I in terms of the beauty of your blossoms and the sweetness of your smell
 ，you are less worthy in terms of goodness of heart and friendliness
 ．”

　　“Tell me
 ，”the rose bush said
 ，“what is the evidence of your goodness
 ？”

　　And the apple tree answered
 ：“You do not give your flowers to man unless you first wound him with your thorns
 ．But I give my fruit to all
 ，even to those who throw stones at me
 ．”

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Where did the rose bush grow
 ？

　　② Why was the rose bush very proud of herself
 ？

　　③ What did the apple tree say
 ？

　　④ What is the evidence of the apple tree’s goodness
 ？

　　玫瑰花丛和苹果树

　　苹果树旁长着一丛玫瑰花。这丛玫瑰花看到自己这么受人赞赏，便说：“谁能和我相比？有谁像我这样可贵？我的花看上去那么美丽，闻起来又那么芬芳。不错，苹果树确实比我高大，可是他能给人类带来什么乐趣？”

　　苹果树听了这番话后说：“尽管就花朵的美丽和气味的芬芳来说，你比我强，但是就心地善良和待人友好来说，你可不如我哩。”

　　“你倒说说看，”玫瑰花丛说道，“何以见得你心地善良？”

　　苹果树答道：“你不先用刺把人刺伤，就不肯把花朵给人。我却把果实分给所有的人，即使是那些向我扔石头的人也不例外。”

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Near an apple tree grew the rose bush
 ．② Because the rose bush thought her flowers looked so beautiful and smelt so sweet
 ．③ The apple tree said even though the rose bush was worthier than he in terms of the beauty of her blossoms and the sweetness of her smell
 ，she was less worthy in terms of goodness of heart and friendliness
 ．④ The rose bush does not give her flowers to a man unless she first wounds him with her thorns
 ．But the apple tree gives his fruits to all
 ， even to those who throw stones at him.


　　The Boy Who Cried Wolf


　　There was once a shepherd boy who looked after sheep for all the people in the village where he lived
 ．Every morning he collected the sheep from their owners and drove them out onto the hills to feed
 ．Every evening he rounded them carefully up and brought them home again
 ．Some days it was pleasant on the hillside and the time passed quickly
 ．On other days the boy grew bored and restless with nothing to do but watch the sheep nibbling at the short grass from morning till night
 ．One day he decided to amuse himself
 ．

　　“Wolf
 ！Wolf
 ！”he shouted at the top of his voice
 ．“A wolf is taking the sheep
 ！”

　　The villagers all came rushing out of their houses to help him drive the wolf away
 —only to find the shepherd boy laughing till tears rolled down his cheeks at the sight of their angry faces
 ．The boy tried the same trick again and again and each time the villagers rushed to his aid
 ．Then
 ，late one winter evening
 ，just as the boy was thinking of gathering the sheep together to take them home
 ，a wolf really came prowling around
 ．He realized from the frightened baaing of the sheep that a wolf was coming
 ．Peering into the gloom he saw a long
 ，grey and vague shape creeping towards the flock
 ．The shepherd boy was very frightened
 ．The wolf looked very big in the half darkness and he had only his crook to fight with
 ．Shouting
 “Wolf
 ！Wolf
 ！A wolf is taking the sheep
 ！”at the top of his voice
 ，her aced towards the village
 ．This time
 ，however
 ，the villagers did not come running out of their houses to fight the wolf
 ．One or two of them looked up from what they were doing to grumble at the noise but most of them shrugged and said
 ：“He has played that trick too often
 ．”

　　Before the boy could find anyone to help him
 ，the wolf had run off with all the sheep
 ．No one believes a liar
 —even when he tells the truth
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did the boy do everyday
 ？

　　② What did the boy do when he grew bored
 ？

　　③ What was the wolf like
 ？

　　④ What happened at last
 ？

　　⑤ What can you learn from the story
 ？

　　喊“狼来了”的男孩

　　从前有个牧羊的男孩子，给他所住的村里的人放羊。他每天早晨从羊的主人那儿把羊集合在一起，然后把羊赶到山上去吃草。每天傍晚他小心地把羊赶到一块儿，领回家去。

　　开始待在山坡上很舒服，时间过得很快。过了些日子，那孩子感到又厌烦又焦躁，从早到晚除了看羊吃矮矮的青草外，无事可干。

　　有一天，他决定找点事儿消遣消遣。

　　“狼来了！狼来了！”他扯着嗓子喊道：“狼抓羊啦！”

　　村里的人都从家里冲出来帮他赶狼——然而他们却发现：那个放羊的男孩一见到村里的人气愤的样子，就哈哈大笑，直笑得眼泪顺着腮帮子流下来。

　　这孩子一次又一次地玩这个把戏，每次村里的人都跑去帮他。后来，在一个冬天的傍晚，当他正打算把羊赶拢回家时，一只狼真到附近来觅食了。他从羊群发出的惊恐的咩咩叫声中意识到狼来了。他往暗处看去，发现一个长长的、灰色的、模糊的影子向羊群慢慢爬去。

　　放羊的孩子吓坏了。在昏暗中狼看上去很大，而他只有一根牧人用的弯柄杖可用来打狼。他一边扯着嗓子喊道：“狼来了！狼来了！狼抓羊啦！”一边向村子跑去。然而，这一次村里的人没有从家里跑出来打狼。其中有一两个人在干活儿，抬起头看了看，对这叫喊声嘟囔了几句，多数人都耸耸肩膀说：“这套把戏玩得太多啦。”

　　孩子还没找到人帮忙，狼就赶着所有的羊逃跑了。

　　谁也不相信爱撒谎的人说的话——哪怕他说的是真话。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Every morning he collected the sheep from their owners and drove them out onto the hills to feed
 ． Every evening he rounded them carefully up and brought them home again
 ．② When the boy grew bored shouted at the top of his voice
 “Wolf
 ！ Wolf
 ！ A wolf is taking the sheep
 ！”to cheat the villagers
 ．③ The wolf is a long
 ，grey animal
 ．

　　④ At last
 ，no one believed the boy
 ． The wolf ran off with all the sheep
 ．⑤ No one believes a 1iar
 —even when he tells the truth
 ．The Love for the Child


　　Once a farmer led a cow to a slaughter
 house
 ，but the cow would not go
 ．The farmer started to drag the cow by force
 ，but the cow planted her feet firmly on the ground and would not be moved
 ．What did the farmer do
 ？He brought the cow’s calf and led her before
 ，and the mother followed the calf
 ，not by force
 ，but of her own free will
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Where did the farmer lead a cow
 ？

　　② Would the cow like to go
 ？

　　③ What did the farmer do facing the matter
 ？

　　④ Why did the cow go at last
 ？What can we see from this fable?


　　爱子之心

　　有一次，一个农夫要牵一头母牛去屠宰场，但母牛不肯走。农夫使劲地拉它，可是母牛的脚就像牢牢地钉在地上一样，拉也拉不动。农夫怎么办呢？他牵来了母牛的小牛犊，让它走在前面，于是母牛不用强迫，就心甘情愿地跟在牛犊后面走了。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Once a farmer led a cow to a slaughter
 house
 ．② No
 ，the cow would not like to go
 ．

　　③ Facing the matter
 ，the farmer started to drag the cow by force
 ．④ Because the farmer brought the cow’s calf and led her before
 ，and the mother followed the calf
 ， not by force
 ， but of her own free will
 ．The Boy and the Lion


　　Once upon a time a shepherd boy was wandering far from home
 ．He lost his way in the forest and as darkness fell he felt very frightened and lonely
 ．Suddenly a large lion came padding out of the trees towards him
 ．The boy was just about to run for his life when
 ，to his great surprise
 ，the lion lay down
 ，put his head meekly on his front paws and said
 ：“Don’t be afraid
 ．I will not hurt you
 ．I have a thorn in my paw
 ．See
 ，it is deep in the paw and I cannot get it out
 ．”

　　The lion came closer to the boy and raised his paw
 ．“Goodness
 ，you must have felt very sore
 ．”cried the boy
 ．“Come here and I’ll soon get it out for you
 ．It may hurt a little because I’ll have to use my knife
 ．”

　　The boy sat down and the lion put his paw gently in his lap while the thorn was cut out
 ．“You’ll be all right soon
 ，”said the boy
 ，“but try not to walk on it too much at first
 ．”

　　“Thank you
 ，”said the lion and without another word he disappeared into the forest
 ．Some time later the boy was falsely accused of stealing sheep
 ．In those days the punishment for stealing was very severe
 ：the judge ordered the boy to be thrown among a group of wild animals
 ．The boy stood bravely in the arena as the animals were let out grasping the thick wooden club that had been given him to fight with
 ．A lion
 ，who was the biggest of all
 ，came bounding towards him
 ．Then
 ，to everyone’s surprise
 ，it sat down in the sand
 ，raised its paw and bowed its head
 ．“Don’t you recognize me
 ？”asked the lion
 ．“You helped me once in the forest when my paw was hurt
 ．See
 ，it is quite healed now
 ．”

　　The boy stood holding the lion’s paw in amazement
 ．The other wild animals soon backed away
 ，seeing that the strongest of them all was refusing to fight
 ．“Let him go
 ！”shouted the crowd
 ．“Set him free
 ！”

　　“Come here
 ，shepherd boy
 ，”commanded the King
 ，who was watching from a special seat in the crowd
 ．“You and your lion shall both go free
 ．”

　　From that time on the lion and the shepherd boy never parted but lived together as friends for the rest of their lives
 ．One good turn deserves another
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Where did the boy lose his way home
 ？

　　② What did the boy meet
 ？

　　③ What did the boy do for the lion
 ？

　　④ Why was the boy punished
 ？

　　⑤ What does the story tell us
 ？

　　男孩和狮子

　　从前有个放羊的男孩子，他到离家很远的地方去玩，在森林里迷了路。天黑了，他感到孤零零一个人很害怕。

　　突然有一只大狮子从树林中向他走过来。男孩子正要逃命，但使他感到非常惊奇的是，狮子却趴下来，温顺地把头放在前爪上说：“别害怕。我不会伤害你。我的爪子上有一根刺。你看，它深深地扎在爪子里，我拔不出来。”

　　狮子又向男孩走近一些，抬起前爪。

　　“天啊，看来一定很痛，”男孩大声说，“过来，我马上给你拔出来。可能会有点痛，因为我得用刀子。”

　　男孩子坐下来，狮子把前爪轻轻地放在男孩子的大腿上。男孩子把刺拔了出来。

　　“你就会好的，”男孩子说，“不过先不要用这只脚多走路。”

　　“谢谢你。”狮子说完就消失在森林里了。

　　过了一些时候，男孩子被人诬告，说他偷了羊。那个时候，对偷窃的人处罚非常严厉，法官命令把这个男孩子扔到野兽群中去。

　　野兽放出来了，男孩子手执别人给他的同野兽搏斗的粗木棍，勇敢地站在竞技场上。一只最大的狮子跳到他跟前。然而，令人奇怪的是，狮子在沙地上坐下来，举起前爪，点了点头。

　　“你不认识我了吗？”狮子问，“有一次，我的前爪受了伤，你在树林中帮过我。你看，现在全好了。”

　　男孩握着狮子的前爪愣住了。别的野兽看见他们当中最强大的狮子都不打算同男孩搏斗，就退下去了。

　　“把他放了！”人群喊叫着：“还他自由！”

　　国王坐在人群中的专座上观看，他吩咐道：“到这儿来，放羊的孩子，你和你的狮子都可以得到自由。”

　　此后，狮子和放羊的孩子友好地生活在一起，一辈子都没有分开。

　　善有善报。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① In the forest
 ．

　　② The boy met a lion
 ．

　　③ The boy help the lion to get the thorn out
 ．④ The boy was punished because he was falsely accused of stealing sheep
 ．⑤ One good turn deserves another
 ．

　　The Camel and the Fly


　　A fly
 ，chancing to sit on the back of a camel
 ，who was trekking along weighed down with heavy burdens
 ，was quite delighted with himself
 ，as he appeared to be so much higher
 ．After they had made along journey
 ，they entered a stable in the evening together
 ．The fly immediately exclaimed
 ，skipping lightly to the ground
 ，“See
 ，I have got down directly
 ，so that I may not weary you any longer
 ，so galled as you are
 ．”

　　The camel replied
 ，“I thank you
 ，but neither did I find myself oppressed by your weight
 ，when you were on me nor do I feel myself lightened at all now you have dismounted
 ．”

　　He who
 ，while he is of no standing
 ，boasts to be of a lofty one
 ，is looked down upon with contempt when he comes to be known
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① A fly was delighted with himself because he appeared to be so much higher on the back of a camel
 ．② The fly got down from the back of the camel because he didn’t want to stay there any longer
 ．③ The camel was very thankful to the fly because this could lighten the weight on his back
 ．④ The fly refers to a man who is of no standing but who boasts to be of a lofty one
 ．骆驼和苍蝇

　　一只苍蝇凑巧落在骆驼的背上，骆驼正驮着重载，吃力地赶路。苍蝇看到自己这么高高在上，很是高兴。他们经过长途跋涉，天黑时一起进了厩房。苍蝇立刻轻巧地落在地上，喊道：“看，我马上下来了，这样就不再劳累你了，你已经给折磨得够受了。”

　　骆驼答道：“谢谢你！不过，你在我背上，我并未感到你有多大的分量，你下来了，我也丝毫没有感到减轻了负担。”

　　吹嘘自己地位高而实际没有什么分量的人，一旦给人家知道了底细，还是要受到轻视的。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②F
 ③F
 ④T


　　The Dog and the Bone


　　A dog once stole a bone from a butcher’s shop
 ．He ran off down the street as fast as he could
 ，across the meadow in the village and down the hill to a rough bridge over a stream
 ．There he paused
 ，panting
 ，to look at the clear
 ，clean water
 ．What he saw gave him a start.Looking up at him from the water was another dog.The other dog was holding a big juicy bone in its mouth
 ．This dog glared at that dog and that dog glared fiercely back at him
 ．This dog’s mouth began to water
 ．

　　“If I had that bone
 ，”he thought greedily
 ，“I could eat it now and save mine for later
 ．I know a right place to bury it
 ．Besides
 ，that bone looks better than mine
 ．It has more meat on it
 ．”

　　This dog growled threateningly
 —and the dog in the water bared its teeth and seemed to growl back at him
 ．“So you want a fight
 ，do you
 ？”growled the dog on the bridge
 ，and he opened his mouth to grab the other dog’s bone
 ．Splash
 ！The dog’s bone fell into the stream and was swept away by the current
 ．Barking angrily
 ，he leaned forward to attack
 ，but as his bone fell into the water the other dog seemed to vanish away
 ．Its bone vanished with it
 ．As the ripples gradually smoothed away the dog was left feeling rather foolish
 —and very hungry
 —staring at his own reflection
 ．Be satisfied with what you have
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Where did the dog reach
 ？

　　② What did the dog see from the river
 ？

　　③ Why did the dog fight with the other dog in the river
 ？

　　④ At last
 ，what happened
 ？

　　狗和骨头

　　有一回，狗从肉店里偷了一根骨头。他飞快地穿过街道，穿过村里的草地，下了小山，来到一条小河的便桥上。他停下来，喘喘气，看着十分清澈的河水。

　　水里有一条狗正抬头望着他，他吓了一跳。那条狗嘴里叼着一根油腻腻的大骨头。桥上的狗瞪着水里的狗；水里的狗也怒视着桥上的狗。

　　桥上的狗直流口水。

　　他贪心地想：“要是我能弄到那根骨头，那我现在就可以把它吃掉，把我的这一根省下来，留着以后再吃。我知道有个合适的地方可以藏这根骨头。而且，那根骨头看上去比我这根好，上面的肉多点儿。”

　　桥上的狗威胁着嗥叫起来——水里的狗龇牙咧嘴，也好像在朝他嗥叫。“这么说，你想打架，是吗？”桥上的狗叫着。他张开嘴想抢水里的狗的骨头。

　　扑通！桥上那条狗的骨头掉进小河，被水冲走了。他恼怒地叫着，俯身向前，想去打架。他的骨头掉进河里去的时候，水里的狗好像忽然不见了，骨头也随之而消失了。当水面的波纹逐渐平静后，这只狗注视着自己的倒影，感到自己很蠢，又很饿。

　　对于你已有的东西要知足。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① The dog reached a rough bridge over a stream
 ．② The dog saw ther dog in the river
 ．The other dog was holding a big juicy bone in his mouth and glared at him
 ．③ Because he wanted to get the bone in the other dog’s mouth
 ．④ The dog’s bone vanished in the water.


　　The Wolf and the Shepherd


　　A shepherd lost the whole of his flock because of a dreadful illness
 ．A wolf
 ，hearing of it
 ，came to console him
 ．“My shepherd
 ，”said he
 ，“is it true that thou hast met with so severe a misfortune
 ，and art deprived of thy whole flock
 ？So amiable
 ，pious a flock
 ！I feel sorry for thee
 ，and could shed tears of blood
 ．”

　　“Many thanks
 ，Mr
 ．Wolf
 ，”said the shepherd
 ．“I see thou hast a heart brimful of compassion
 ．”

　　“Indeed
 ，he has
 ，”added the shepherd’s dog
 ，“whenever he suffers in person by his neighbour’s misfortune
 ．”

　　Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① The whole flock of sheep died because of a dreadful illness
 ．② The wolf was so sad that he wanted to comfort the shepherd really
 ．③ The shepherd’s dog knew what the wolf thought
 ．狼和牧羊人

　　由于一场可怕的瘟疫，牧羊人的一群羊都死光了。狼听到这消息，便来安慰牧羊人。

　　“牧羊人，”狼说道，“听说你遭受不幸，一群羊都死光了。这是真的吗？多么善良虔诚的一群羊啊！我为你难过，我真要哭出血泪呐。”

　　“谢谢你啊，狼先生，”牧羊人说，“我知道你是富有同情心的。”

　　“的确，”牧羊人的狗补充道，“生逢邻居的不幸令它也有所损失的时候，它倒是有同情心的。”

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②F
 ③T


　　The Humming
 Bird and the Traveller


　　A traveller who had visited Asia
 ，Africa and Europe
 ，at length
 ，in making his tour through America
 ，was overcome by heat
 ，and lay tore pose under a tree
 ．He had scarcely begun to doze when he was roused by a loud noise
 ，of which he could not discover the cause
 ．Looking about him
 ，he perceived a small bird issuing forth from the hollow of a tree
 ，whose beautiful plumage was variegated like the rainbow
 ，and whose bulk scarcely exceeded that of a cockchafer
 ．“Is it you
 ，little insect
 ，who makes this loud humming noise
 ？”exclaimed the traveller
 ．“Yes
 ，”replied the bird
 ，“you need not be surprised at that
 ，for with men
 ，as well as animals
 ，the least often makes the greatest noise
 ．”

　　Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① The traveller had once visited Asia
 ，Africa
 ，and Europe
 ．② He was woken up by a small noise
 ．

　　③ As for men as well as animals
 ，the least often makes the greatest noise
 ．蜂鸟和旅行者

　　一位旅行者曾遍游亚洲、非洲、欧洲。最后，当他游历美洲时，因酷热难当，便躺在一棵树下休息。他刚刚开始打盹，就被一种响亮的声音吵醒了。他弄不清这种声音是从哪儿来的。环顾四周，他发现一只小鸟从树干的空洞里跳出来，它美丽的羽毛像彩虹一般色彩缤纷。它的个子比大甲虫大不了多少。“你这只小虫，是你发出那么响的嗡嗡声吗？”旅行者喊道。“对，”小鸟回答，“你不用大惊小怪，因为人和动物都一样，最小的往往发出最洪亮的声音。”

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②F
 ③T


　　The Raven


　　A raven observed that an eagle brooded thirty days over her eggs
 ．“Doubtless
 ，”said she
 ，“that is the reason why the eaglets are so sharp
 sighted and strong
 ．Good
 ！I’ll try the same method
 ．”

　　Since that period she has always brooded thirty days over her eggs
 ，but
 ，hitherto
 ，has only succeeded in hatching miserable ravens
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① How long would the eagle brood over her eggs
 ？

　　② Why did the raven want to do the same
 ？

　　③ What did she get at last
 ？

　　乌鸦

　　乌鸦看到老鹰孵蛋要三十天。她说：“毫无疑问，这就是小鹰能有这么敏锐的眼力和强健的体格的原因。好吧！我也如法炮制。”

　　从此以后，乌鸦孵三十天蛋。但是直到如今，她孵出的还只是不像样子的小乌鸦。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Thirty days
 ．

　　② Because she wanted her children to be as sharp
 sighted and strong as the eaglets
 ．③ At last
 ，she only got miserable ravens
 ．The Mouse and the Elephant


　　A young mouse had just arrived from Athens where he had acquired a smattering of learning
 ．He was very proud of this little wisdom that he had learnt from the books he had studied
 ．Puffed up with pride and conceit and anxious to display his wit he thus one day addressed an elephant
 ，“Because nature has made you so large you need not be so pompous in your gait
 ．It is true that you are big in size but this has no value
 ，because to my way of thinking it is a great disadvantage
 ．You are too big for nimble motion
 ．Your gait is slow and sluggish
 ．But look at me
 ！I am made to fly
 ．I can skip about from place to place
 ．But you are lazy and must stop to breathe at each creeping step
 ．Poor beast you are
 ．And each time I examine your bulk I really pity
 —”

　　The proud mouse did not finish his speech to the elephant
 ，because just as he was about to conclude his oration
 ，a cat who had grown tired of listening to his words of wisdom
 ，pounced upon him and ate him up
 ．This experiment that the cat performed proved that there is a great difference between mice and elephants
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What was the young mouse proud of
 ？

　　② Why didn’t the proud mouse finish his speech to the elephant
 ？

　　③ What did the experiment that the cat performed prove
 ？

　　老鼠和大象

　　一只年轻的老鼠刚从雅典学到一些肤浅的知识回来。他因为自己从书本上学到的一点儿小学问而十分骄傲。他盛气凌人，傲慢自大，很想显示一下自己的聪明。有一天，他对一头大象说：“你走起路来用不着那么大模大样的，因为上帝把你造得够巨大了。你的个子大，这是事实，但这并没有什么了不起。因为按我的想法，这倒是一个很大的缺点。你个子太大，行动起来就不灵活了。你走路又缓慢又笨拙。你瞧瞧我！我简直奔跑如飞。我能扑来跳去到处跑。你却很懒，走一步就得停下来喘口气。你真可怜。每当我打量你那庞大的身躯时，我实在有点儿怜悯……”

　　骄傲的老鼠并没能说完他要教训大象的一番话，因为他刚要结束演说时，一只听厌了他那种智慧言词的猫纵身扑过来，把他擒住吃掉了。猫的行动证明了老鼠和大象确有天渊之别。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① The young mouse was proud of this little wisdom that he had learnt from the books
 ．② Because just as he was about to conclude his oration
 ，a cat pounced upon him and ate him up
 ．③ This experiment that the cat performed proved that there is a great difference between mice and elephants
 ．The Fox and the Tiger


　　“If only I possessed thy speed and strength
 ！”said a fox to a tiger
 ．“Isn’t there anything else about me which would suit you
 ？”enquired the latter
 ．“None as far as I perceive
 ．”

　　“Not even my beautiful skin
 ？”said the tiger
 ．“Its colours are as manifold as your imagination
 ，and the outside would thus be well matched with the interior
 ．”

　　“For that precise reason would I decline it
 ，”replied the fox
 ．“I must not appear that which I am
 ．But I would go to Heaven if I could change my hair for plumes
 ！”

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did a tiger possess
 ？

　　② What would be well matched with the interior
 ？

　　③ Why didn’t the fox want the tiger’s skin
 ？

　　狐狸和老虎

　　“如果我有你那样的速度和力量就好了！”狐狸对老虎说。

　　“除此之外，我就没其他长处合你用的吗？”老虎问道。

　　“我看是没有了。”

　　“难道连我这漂亮的皮都没有了？”老虎说，“它的色彩斑斓之极，这样的外表才能和内在相称呢。”

　　“就是为了这个原因我才不要呢。”狐狸答道，“我必须掩盖我的真面目。要是我能把我的毛换成羽毛，那才好呢。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① A tiger possessed speed and strength and a beautiful skin
 ．② The beautiful skin which was manifold would be well matched with the interior
 ．③ He didn’t want the tiger’s skin because he must not appear what he was
 ．The Shepherd and the Nightingale


　　“Sing to me
 ，my dearest nightingale
 ，”said a shepherd to the silent songs tress one beautiful spring evening
 ．“Alas
 ！”said the nightingale
 ，“the frogs make so much noise
 ，that I have no inclination to sing
 ．Do you not hear them
 ？”

　　“Undoubtedly I hear them
 ，”replied the shepherd
 ，“but it is owing to your silence
 ．”

　　Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① The shepherd asked the nightingale to sing a song and the nightingale was glad to do so
 ．② The nightingale had no inclination to sing because the frogs made so much noise
 ．③ According to the shepherd
 ，the frogs made so much noise because of the nightingale’s silence
 ．牧童和夜莺

　　一个美好的春日傍晚，牧羊人对默不作声的歌手夜莺说：“亲爱的夜莺，给我唱个歌儿吧。”

　　“天啊！”夜莺答道，“青蛙叫得吵死人了，我没有兴致来歌唱。你难道没有听到青蛙在叫吗？”

　　“我当然听到了，”牧羊人回答道，“但这是因为你没有开口啊!
 ”

　　Keys
 ：

　　①F
 ②T
 ③T


　　The Lion with the Ass


　　As Aesop’s lion was going to the forest in company with an ass
 ，who was to assist him with his terrible voice
 ，an impertinent crow called to him from a tree
 ：“A pretty companion
 ！Are you not ashamed of yourself to be walking with an ass
 ？”“Whomsoever I can make use of
 ，”replied the lion
 ，“I may very well allow to walk by my side
 ．”

　　Thus think the great
 ，when they honour a common man with their company
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Aesop’s lion was going to the forest in company with an ass
 ．② The crow called to him from a high tree
 ．③ The lion wanted to make use of the ass
 ．④ Some VIPs just think in this way
 ．

　　狮子和驴

　　伊索的狮子在一头驴的陪伴下向树林走去，驴要以它可怕的叫声为狮子助威。一只无礼的乌鸦在树上冲着狮子叫道：“好一个顶呱呱的伙伴呐！跟头驴一起走，你不觉得丢脸吗？”狮子答道：“无论是谁，只要能为我所利用，我都非常乐意让它陪我同行。”

　　大人物们让一个普通人与他们为伴时，他们就是这么想的。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②F
 ③T
 ④T


　　The Crow and the Peacocks


　　A conceited crow decked herself with the moulted feathers of the handsome peacock
 ，and thinking herself sufficiently adorned
 ，boldly ventured into the midst of Juno’s superb prot
 ég
 és
 ．She was recognized
 ，and quickly did the peacocks fall upon her with their sharp beaks to tear off the deceitful trappings
 ．“Give over
 ！”at length screamed the crow
 ，“you have now got back your own
 ．”The peacocks
 ，however
 ，who had observed some black plumage about the crow
 ， exclaimed
 ．“Silence
 ，you miserable fool
 ，neither can these feathers be yours
 ！”—and continued their attacks
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① The crow ventured into the midst of Juno’s superb prot
 ég
 és
 ，because he thought he was not beautiful
 ．② The peacocks fell upon her with their sharp beaks to tear off the deceitful trappings.


　　乌鸦和孔雀

　　一只自负的乌鸦用美丽的孔雀换下来的羽毛装扮自己，并且自以为打扮得很帅气，就大胆地闯进神后朱诺那群美丽的侍从行列中去。她被识破了，孔雀们很快地扑到乌鸦身上，用尖利的嘴巴撕去她那伪装的外衣。

　　“停止吧！”乌鸦终于哀叫道，“你们已经收回自己羽毛了。”然而，那些孔雀虽然已经看到了乌鸦本身的黑色羽毛，却还是高喊道：“住嘴，你这可鄙的傻瓜，这些羽毛也不可能是你的！”——说着，他们继续撕下去。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①F
 ②T


　　The Phoenix


　　Many ages had passed since the phoenix had been seen in the World
 ．At last he again appeared immediately all the different kinds of animals
 ，both birds and beasts
 ，flocked around him
 ．Astonished at his beauty
 ，they stared and admired
 ，and broke out into great praise
 ．But in a short time
 ，the wisest and most prudent amongst them began to look upon him with an eye of compassion
 ，and they sighed
 ：“O unhappy Phoenix
 ！Fate has been hard to him
 ．He has neither mate nor friend
 ．He will never know the pleasure of loving
 ，or being loved
 ．”

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Why did all the different kinds of animals
 ，both birds and beasts
 ，flock around him
 ？

　　② Why did some of them look down upon him
 ？

　　凤凰

　　地球上有凤凰已是很久以前的事了。后来凤凰再次出现，于是各种各样的动物，无论是飞禽或是走兽，都立刻簇拥到凤凰的周围。

　　这些动物对凤凰的美丽感到惊异，全都凝视凤凰，羡慕不已，并且发出一片热情的赞美声。但过了一会儿，那些最聪明、最慎重的动物便开始用同情的目光看待凤凰了。它们叹息道：“不幸的凤凰啊！它的命也够苦的，既没有情侣，也没有朋友，它永远体会不到爱或者被爱的快乐。”

　　Keys
 ：


①

 Because they were all astonished at the phoenix’s beauty
 ．② Because the phoenix had neither mate nor friend
 ．He would never know the pleasure of loving or being loved
 ．


The Monkey


　　A man went into the woods
 ．He felled a tree
 ，and began to cut it into pieces
 ．He lifted one end of the tree on the stump
 ，sat astride upon it
 ，and began to saw
 ．Then he drove a wedge into the cleft
 ，and began to saw farther along
 ；then he removed the wedge
 ，and put it in a new place
 ．A monkey was sitting on a tree
 ，watching him
 ．When the man lay down to sleep
 ，the monkey got astride on the tree and began to saw
 ，but when he took out the wedge
 ，the tree closed together again
 ，and nipped his tail
 ．He began to struggle and squeal
 ．The man awoke
 ，knocked the monkey down
 ，and tied him with a rope
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did the man do
 ？

　　② Who was watching the man working
 ？

　　③ What happened to the monkey
 ？

　　猴子

　　一个人走到树林里，砍倒一棵树，开始动手把它锯成一块儿一块儿的。他把树干的一头放在树墩上，自己骑在树干上，动手锯起来。接着他往锯开的缝里楔了一个楔子，继续往下锯；过一会儿他又把楔子拔出来，朝下一处楔进去。

　　一只猴子坐在一棵树上看着他干活儿。

　　这人躺下打盹时，猴子爬下来骑在树干上，动手锯起来。但当它拔出楔子时，树干又合拢起来，夹住了它的尾巴。它极力挣扎，尖声大叫。

　　那人给闹醒了。他把猴子打倒在地，用绳子捆了起来。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① A man went into the woods
 ．He felled a tree
 ，and began to cut it into pieces
 ．② A monkey
 ．

　　③ When the man lay down to sleep
 ， the monkey got astride on the tree and began to saw
 ，but when he took out the wedge
 ，the tree nipped his tail
 ．He began to struggle and squeal
 ．Then the man was woken
 ，he knocked the monkey down and tied him with a rope
 。

　　The Monkey and the Peas


　　A monkey was carrying two handfuls of peas
 ．One little pea dropped out
 ．He tried to pick it up
 ，and spilt twenty
 ．He tried to pick up the twenty
 ，and spilt them all
 ．Then he lost his temper
 ，scattered the peas in all directions
 ，and ran away
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① One little pea dropped out and the monkey wanted to pick it up
 ．② He wanted to pick up the twenty and spilt them all
 ．③ In the end
 ，the monkey was angry and scattered all the peas and ran away
 ．猴子和豌豆

　　一只猴子拿着两把豌豆。一粒小豌豆掉了，他想把它捡起来，却又掉了二十粒。他想拾起这二十粒，却把所有的豌豆掉在了地上。他一气之下，索性把地上的豌豆撒开去，一溜烟地跑掉了。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②T
 ③T


　　The Dogs and the Cook


　　A cook was preparing dinner
 ；some dogs were lying at the kitchen door
 ．The cook killed a calf
 ，and threw the insides into the yard
 ．The dogs seized them
 ，ate them up
 ，and said
 ：“The cook is good
 ；he knows how to cook well
 ．”

　　After a little while the cook began to clean turnips and onions and he threw away the outsides
 ．The dogs ran up to them
 ，turned up their noses
 ，and said
 ：“Our cook is spoiled
 ；he used to make good things
 ，but now he is worthless
 ．”

　　But the cook did not hear the dogs
 ，and cooked the dinner in his usual way
 ．The people in the house
 ，however
 ，ate up the dinner and praised it
 ，if the dogs did not
 ．Exercises:


　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did the cook do
 ？

　　② What did the dogs do with the insides
 ？

　　③ What did the people think of the cook’s dinner
 ？

　　狗和厨师

　　一位厨师正在准备晚饭，几只狗在厨房门口趴着。厨师宰了一只牛犊，把内脏抛到院子里。

　　这些狗扑上去把内脏吃了个干净，说道：“这位厨师真棒，他的手艺高极了。”

　　过了一会儿，厨师开始洗萝卜和洋葱了。他把外皮剥了扔到外面。这些狗又扑了上去，一闻就觉得不对味儿，便说：“我们的厨师给宠坏了，原来他的菜做得挺好，如今却一无是处。”

　　厨师没有听到狗的话，还是按照他的一贯手法做饭。如果说狗不欣赏他的手艺，屋里的人倒是把饭菜都吃了个干净，并交口称赞。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① A cook was preparing dinner
 ．And he killed a calf and threw the insides into the yard
 ．② The dogs seized them
 ，and ate them up
 ．③ The people in the house ate up the dinner and praised it
 ．The Birds in the Snare


　　A huntsman set a snare by a lake
 ．Many birds were caught in it
 ．The birds were large
 ；they seized the snare
 ，and flew off with it
 ．The huntsman began to run after the birds
 ．A peasant saw him running after them
 ，and he said
 ：“Where are you going
 ？Can you catch the birds on foot
 ？”

　　The huntsman replied
 ：“If there were only one bird
 ，I should not catch him
 ，but as it is
 ，I shall bag my game
 ．”

　　And so it proved
 ．When evening came
 ，the birds each tried to fly off in his own direction
 ：one to the forest
 ，another to the swamp
 ，a third to the field
 ，and all fell with the net to the ground
 ，and the huntsman captured them
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① Many birds were caught because they were too large
 ．② The huntsman could catch the birds on foot
 ．③ The huntsman could catch all of the birds because there were too many
 ．落网之鸟

　　一个猎人在湖边布下罗网，许多鸟儿落网了。这些鸟都很大，它们带着网飞走了。

　　猎人跟在鸟儿后面追。一个农夫看见了说：“你要跑到哪儿去呀？你能用一双腿追上鸟儿吗？”

　　猎人回答：“如果只有一只鸟，那我是没办法把它捉住的，但像现在这样，我是十拿九稳的。”

　　后来证明果然如此。因为天一黑，那些鸟便各自朝自己的方向飞回去。一只要去森林，一只要去沼泽，一只要去田野，到头来就一起连网掉到地上，猎人便把它们捉住了。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①F
 ②T
 ③T


　　The Casket and the Pearl


　　A man from the state of Chu wanted to sell a precious pearl in the state of Zheng
 ．He made a casket for the pearl out of the wood from a magnolia tree
 ，which he fumigated with fragrant osmanthus and spices
 ．He studded the casket with pearls and jade
 ，ornamented it with red gems and decorated it with kingfisher feathers
 ．A man of the state of Zheng bought the casket and gave him back the pearl
 ．This man from the state of Chu certainly knew how to sell a casket
 ，but he was not good at selling his pearl
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① A man from the state of Chu wanted to buy a precious pearl
 ．② A man in the state of Zheng bought the casket and the pearl
 ．③ This man from the state of Chu was good at selling a casket but was not good at selling his pearl
 ．买椟还珠

　　有个楚国人，到郑国去卖珍珠。他用名贵的木料做了个漂亮的匣子，又用香料薰过，使它香气扑鼻，然后把珍珠放到匣子里，并用玫瑰和翠绿的鸟羽做装饰物。一个郑国人被这匣子吸引住了，出钱把它买了下来，却把匣子里的珍珠还给楚国人。这个楚国人真可以说是很会卖匣子，却不能说他善于卖珍珠啊！

　　Keys
 ：


①

 F
 ②F
 ③T












第三章


　　The Boy and the Wolf


　　A wolf once found a boy hiding behind a haystack
 ，trembling with fright
 ．“Please don’t eat me
 ，”pleaded the boy
 ．“I don’t see why I shouldn’t
 ，”replied the wolf
 ．“But if you can tell me three things that are really true
 ，then will let you go
 ．”

　　The boy thought for a moment.Then he said
 ：“First
 ，I wish you had never seen me
 ．Second
 ，I was stupid to let you find me here and third
 ，I hope the hunter gets you tomorrow to stop you stealing all my sheep
 ．”

　　“Fair enough
 ，”said the wolf
 ，who was not feeling hungry anyway
 ．“I am sure those are all true from your point of view
 ．Now run off before I change my mind and gobble you up
 ．”

　　It pays to tell the truth.


　　Exercises
 ：

　　① Why was the boy hiding behind a haystack
 ？

　　② Did the wolf let the boy go at last
 ？

　　男孩和狼

　　一次，一只狼发现一个男孩藏在一堆干草垛后面，害怕得直发抖。

　　“求求你别吃我，”男孩乞求道。

　　“我可想不出有什么理由不吃你，”狼回答，“但是如果你能告诉我三件真实的事，我就放你走。”

　　男孩想了一会儿，说：“第一，我希望你根本没看到我；第二，我很笨，因为我让你发现了；第三，我希望猎人明天就把你抓住，这样你就没法偷我的羊了。”

　　“好吧，”狼说，其实他还一点儿都不饿。“我相信从你的观点来看这些都是事实。那么在我改变主意想要吞掉你之前快跑吧。”

　　说实话是有好处的。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① The boy found a wolf
 ．

　　② Yes
 ．

　　The Dog
 ，the Cock and the Fox


　　A dog and a cock having struck up acquaintances
 ，went out on their travels together
 ．Nightfall found them in a forest,so the cock
 ，flying up on a tree
 ，perched among th6 branches
 ，while the dog dozed below at the foot.As the night passed and the day dawned
 ，the cock
 ，according to his custom
 ，set up a shrill crowing
 ．A fox heard him
 ，and thinking to make a meal of him
 ，came and stood under the tree
 ，and thus addressed him
 ：“Thou are a good little bird
 ，and most useful to thy fellow
 creatures
 ．Come down
 ，then
 ，so that we may sing and rejoice together
 ．”The cock replied
 ：“Go
 ，my good friend
 ，to the foot of the tree
 ，and call the sacristan to toll the bell
 ．”But as the fox went to call him
 ，the dog jumped out on the moment
 ，and seized the fox and put an end to him
 ．They who lay traps for others are often caught by their own bait
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）

　　① A dog and a cock travelled together
 ．

　　② They met a fox
 ．

　　③ The fox ate the cock at last
 ．

　　④ The dog killed the fox
 ．

　　狗·公鸡·狐狸

　　狗和公鸡非常熟，他们一起结伴去旅行。傍晚，他们来到了森林里。公鸡飞上了一棵树，在树杈之间休息，狗则在树下打瞌睡。当黑夜过去，天破晓时，公鸡按照他的习惯打鸣报晓。

　　一只狐狸听到了，他想把公鸡当作早餐，就来到树下向公鸡打招呼：“你是一只可爱的鸟，也是非常有用的动物。下来吧，我们可以在一起唱歌，快乐一会儿。”公鸡回答说：“去吧，我的朋友，到树下叫教堂司事去敲钟。”但是当狐狸去喊他时，狗立刻跳了出来，抓住狐狸把他咬死了。

　　谁想给别人设陷阱，就会落入自己的圈套。

　　Keys
 ：

　　①T
 ②F
 ③F
 ④T


　　The Ant and the Grasshopper


　　One cold
 ，frosty day in the middle of winter a colony of ants was busy drying out some grains of corn which had grown damp during the wet autumn weather
 ．A grasshopper
 ，half dead with cold and hunger
 ，came up to one of the ants
 ．“Please give me a grain or two from your store of corn to save my life
 ，”he said faintly
 ．“We worked day and night to get the corn in
 ．Why should I give it to you?
 ”asked the ant crossly
 ．“What on earth were you doing all last summer when you should have been gathering your food
 ？”

　　“Oh I didn’t have time for things like that
 ，”said the grasshopper
 ．“I was far too busy singing to carry corn about
 ．”

　　The ant laughed unkindly
 ．“In that case you sing all winter as far as I am concerned
 ，”he said
 ．And without another word he returned to his work
 ．Plan ahead
 ．You can’t rely on other people to look after you
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① When were the ants busy drying out the corn
 ？

　　② What do you learn from the story
 ？

　　蚂蚁和蚱蜢

　　寒冷的冬季里的一天，一群蚂蚁正在把一些在秋天受潮的谷子晒干。一只又冷又饿、快死的蚱蜢爬到一只蚂蚁面前。

　　“请把你们的粮食分给我一点儿，救救我，”他有气无力地说。

　　“我们整日整夜地忙碌才储备了这些谷子。我为什么要把它给你？”蚂蚁生气地问，“整个夏天你该储备食物的时候，你在做什么？”

　　“噢，我没有时间去做那样的事，”蚱蜢说，“我忙着唱歌，没有时间运粮食。”

　　蚂蚁不友善地大笑起来，“那么在整个冬天，你就继续唱歌吧，”他说道。然后他什么也没说又开始他的工作了。

　　事先做好准备，你不能依靠别人来照顾你。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① One cold
 ，frosty day in the middle of winter
 ．② Plan ahead
 ，because you can’t rely on other people to look after you
 ．The Ant and the Dove


　　An ant once leaned too far over the edge of a fountain and fell into the water
 ．A dove was watching from a tree nearby
 ．She saw that the ant could not swim so she plucked off a leaf and threw it down to him
 ．He managed to scramble onto it and in time the wind blew him safely to the edge of the water
 ．As he crawled onto dry land again he saw a bird
 catcher creeping stealthily towards the dove
 ，holding a large net in his hand
 ．Quickly the ant ran to where the man was standing
 ．Just as he lifted the net to drop it on the unsuspecting dove
 ，the ant bit him hard in the leg
 ．“Ouch
 ！”said the man
 ，dropping the net to rub his leg with his hand
 ．“What was that
 ？”

　　By the time he picked up his net again the dove had flown safely to a better roosting place
 ．One good turn deserves another
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did the dove do for the ant
 ？

　　② What did the ant do for the dove
 ？

　　蚂蚁和鸽子

　　一次，一只蚂蚁在泉水边爬过了头，落入了水中。一只鸽子在附近的树上看到了这个情况。她看到蚂蚁不会游泳，就揪了一片树叶扔给他。蚂蚁好不容易才爬上了树叶，后来一阵风把他安全地吹到了水边。

　　当他爬上岸后，他看到一个捕鸟人正在悄悄地走向鸽子，手中拿着一张大网。蚂蚁很快地跑到那个人站着的地方。当捕鸟人举起网向没有准备的鸽子罩去时，蚂蚁狠狠地在那个人的腿上咬了一口。

　　“哎哟！”那人叫道，扔下网去挠他的腿，“那是什么？”

　　当那人重新捡起网去罩鸽子时，鸽子已经飞到另外一个安全的地方了。

　　善有善报。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① She plucked off a leaf and threw it down to him
 ．② The ant saved the dove by biting the man
 ．The Crow and the Jug


　　A big
 ，black crow wanted to drink some water
 ．She saw a big jug with some water at the bottom
 ，but she could not reach the water
 ．“I know
 ，”she said
 ，“I shall put some stones into the jug
 ．Then the water will come up to the mouth
 ．”

　　After the first stone was put in
 ，the water rose a little
 ．Then she put in another stone
 ，and the water rose more
 ．She put more and more stones in until the water came up to the mouth of the jug
 ．Then she had a good drink
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Why didn’t the crow use her hands to hold the jug
 ？

　　② The crow was very clever
 ，wasn’t she
 ？

　　乌鸦与瓶子

　　一只黑色的大乌鸦想要喝一些水。

　　她发现一个大瓶子的底部有水，但她的嘴够不着。

　　“我有办法了，”她说，“我把石子放进瓶里去，水就会升到瓶口。”

　　她放进了第一粒石子，水升高了一点点儿。然后她又放进第二粒石子，水又升高了。

　　她继续把石子放进去，直至水升到瓶口为止。

　　接着她便痛饮了一番。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Crows have no hands
 ．They have two claws only
 ．② Yes
 ，she was
 ．

　　Hoppy the Kangaroo


　　Hoppy the little kangaroo was out for a walk with his mother
 ．“Mummy
 ，I’m cold
 ，”he said suddenly
 ．

　　“Then you must jump into my pouch at once
 ，”said his mother
 ．“Where is Hoppy
 ？”asked everyone when they got back home
 ．“He felt cold
 ．He’s gone inside my pouch to get warm
 ．”answered his mother
 ．“Cold
 ？”cried everyone
 ，“On a fine
 ，sunny day like this
 ？

　　Hoppy’s mother hadn’t thought of that.She said to herself
 ，“Yes
 ，I think I must take him to see the doctor tomorrow
 ．”

　　The next day
 ，Hoppy was taken to see the doctor
 ．“Open your mouth
 ，say
 ‘Ah
 ，ah
 ．’Let me have a look at your tongue
 ，”said the doctor
 ．“Now breathe in
 ，out
 ，in
 ，out
 ．”And the doctor examined Hoppy all over
 ．“Your son is in good health
 ．All he needs is a lot more exercise in the fresh air
 ．”said the doctor
 ．“What should I do
 ，then
 ？”asked Hoppy’s mother
 ．“You must take him out for long walks in the country
 ．One day he’ll grow up into a fine
 ，big and strong kangaroo
 ！”said the doctor
 ．And ever since that day
 ，Hoppy has never felt cold
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Did Hoppy really feel cold
 ？

　　② Why did he say so
 ？

　　小袋鼠霍比

　　小袋鼠霍比跟妈妈一块儿出去散步。

　　“妈妈，我很冷呀，”他突然说。

　　“那么你快跳进我的育儿袋里吧。”袋鼠妈妈说。

　　“霍比在哪儿？”他们回家后，每个人都这样问袋鼠妈妈。

　　“他觉得很冷，便跳进我的育儿袋里取暖，”袋鼠妈妈回答“冷？”每个人都高喊，“在这样一个晴朗的日子里会觉得冷？”

　　袋鼠妈妈并没有想到这一点。她自言自语道：“我看明天要带他去看看医生了。”

　　第二天，袋鼠妈妈带霍比去看医生。

　　“张开嘴，说‘啊，啊’，让我看看你的舌头，”医生说，“现在请你吸气，呼气，吸气，呼气。”医生替霍比做了全身检查。

　　“你儿子的身体很好。他只需要多做些运动，多呼吸些新鲜空气。”医生说。

　　“那么，我应该怎样做呢？”袋鼠妈妈问。

　　“你要带他到郊外多散散步。他将来一定会长大成为一个又漂亮、又高大、又强壮的袋鼠的！”医生说。

　　自此以后，霍比不再怕冷了。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① No
 ，he didn’t
 ．

　　② Because he didn’t want to walk
 ．

　　The Raven and the Fox


　　One day a big
 ，black raven found some cheese.Then she flew up into a tree with the cheese in her mouth
 ．A fox came by and saw the bird.He saw the cheese as well
 ．He
 ，too
 ，wanted to eat the cheese
 ．He said to the raven
 ，“You look very nice
 ．If you can sing nicely as well
 ，I think you can become the Queen of all the birds
 ．”

　　The raven was very pleased
 ．She liked to be called a Queen
 ．“Yes
 ，I can sing
 ，”she said
 ．

　　But as she said this
 ，the cheese fell down to the ground from her beak
 ．The fox picked up the cheese and ran away
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Why do you say that raven was greedy
 ？

　　② Are you greedy
 ？

　　大乌鸦与狐狸

　　一天，一只黑色的大乌鸦发现了一块干酪。她叼着那块干酪飞到了树上。

　　一只狐狸经过，见到大乌鸦，也看见了干酪。他也想吃那块干酪。

　　他对乌鸦说：“你很讨人喜欢呀！我想，如果你也能唱的话，你一定可以成为鸟皇后。”

　　大乌鸦非常高兴，她喜欢别人称她为皇后。

　　“我能唱的，”她说。

　　她一开口说这句话，那块干酪便从她的嘴巴里掉到了地上。

　　狐狸捡起干酪，逃之夭夭。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Because she wanted to be the Queen of all the birds
 ．② Sometimes
 ．

　　A Faithful Dog


　　The U
 ．K
 ．（or United Kingdom
 ）is made up of England
 ，Scotland
 ，Wales and Northern Ireland
 ．There are many mountains in Wales
 ．Not long ago there were wild animals in the forests
 ．Sometimes wolves attacked people and killed them
 ．More than 700 years ago
 ，the Prince of Wales had a very big dog
 ．Its name was Gelert and it was very brave
 ．It often went hunting with the Prince
 ．One day the Prince left his dog at home and told it to look after his baby son
 ，who was sleeping in a small wooden bed
 ．several hours later
 ，when the Prince returned
 ，Gelert ran out to meet his master
 ．Suddenly the Prince saw blood on Gelert’s jaws and head
 ．“What have you been doing
 ？”the Prince said in alarm
 ．He rushed into his room and saw the small bed lying on its side on the floor
 ．There was blood on his son’s clothes
 ．“So you have killed my son
 ！”the Prince shouted angrily
 ．“you unfaithful dog
 ！”He took out his sword and stabbed the dog with one blow
 ．Just then the Prince heard a baby crying
 ．The Prince ran out of the house and saw his son lying on the ground unhurt.Near him was a dead wolf
 ，which had tried to steal the baby from the bed
 ．Then the Prince realised that Gelert had defeated the wolf in order to save his son
 ．The Prince ran back into the house but he was too late
 ．The brave Gelert was dead
 ．Tears ran down the Prince’s face when he realised that he had killed his faithful friend.He carried Gelert’s body to the top of a mountain and buried him there
 ．Every morning
 ，he walked up the mountain so that he could stand by the dog’s grave for a few minutes
 ．If you go to Mount Snowdon in Wales
 ，people will show you where Gelert is buried
 ．It reminds people of a brave and faithful dog
 ．It also reminds us all not to jump to a conclusion without knowing the full facts
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Is Wales in England
 ？

　　② What did Gelert do when the Prince returned
 ？

　　③ Why did the Prince kill Gelert
 ？

　　④ How did the Prince discover his mistake
 ？

　　⑤ Find some facts
 （from the story
 ）which show that the death of Gelert affected the Prince.


　　忠实的狗

　　联合王国是由英格兰、苏格兰、威尔士和北爱尔兰组成的。在威尔士有好多山，森林里不久前经常有野兽出没，有时狼会出来袭击并且伤害人们。

　　七百多年前，威尔士的王子有一条很大的狗，它的名字叫吉尔特。它很勇敢，经常和王子一起去打猎。有一天，王子把吉尔特留在家里，让它照看正在小木床上睡觉的他年幼的儿子。

　　几小时后，当王子回家时，吉尔特跑出去迎接他。突然王子看到吉尔特下巴和头上有血迹。

　　“你干了什么？”王子警觉地问。他冲到房间里，发现小床侧翻在地板上，他儿子的衣服上也有血迹。

　　“你杀了我的儿子！”王子愤怒地喊道，“你这不忠诚的狗！”他拔出剑，一下子刺中了那条狗。就在这时他听到了婴儿的哭声。

　　王子冲出屋子，看见他儿子安然无恙地躺在地上，在他儿子身旁有一只死去的狼，这只狼曾试图把他儿子从床上叼走。这时，王子意识到吉尔特为了救他的儿子而击败了狼。王子跑回屋子，但是已经太晚了，勇敢的吉尔特已经死了。当王子意识到他杀害了他忠实的朋友时，泪水从他脸上滚了下来。他把吉尔特的尸体背到山顶并且把它埋葬在那里。每天早上他都要爬上山顶，为的是能在吉尔特的墓旁站几分钟。

　　假如你到威尔士的斯诺登山去，人们会告诉你，吉尔特被埋葬的地方。它让人们想起一只勇敢而忠实的狗，它也提醒人们在未充分了解事实前不要匆忙下结论。


Keys
 ：


①

 No
 ，it isn’t
 ．


②

 When the Prince returned
 ，Gelert ran out to meet him
 ．


③

 He thought that Gelert had killed his son
 ．


④

 Just after he stabbed Gelert with his sword
 ，he heard a baby crying
 ．He ran out of the house and saw hisson lying on the ground unhurt
 ．Near him was a dead wolf
 ，which had tried to steal the baby from the bed
 ．Then the Prince realised that Gelert had defeated the wolf in order to save his son
 ．

⑤ A
 ．Tears ran down the Prince’s face when he realised that he had killed his faithful friend
 ．B
 ．He carried Gelert’s body to the top of a mountain and buried him there
 ．C
 ．Every morning
 ，he walked up the mountain so that he could stand by the dog’s grave for a few minutes
 ．











第四章



A Fable for Tomorrow


　　There was once a town in the heart of America
 ．All life there seemed to live in peace with its surroundings
 ．The town lay in the middle of wealthy farms
 ，with fields of rice
 ，wheat
 ，corn or other crops
 ，and hillsides of trees of orange
 ，apple or other fruits
 ．In spring
 ，white clouds moved slowly above the green fields
 ．In summer wheat waved in the wind
 ，producing the song of a golden ocean
 ．In autumn various fruits changed the color of the slopes
 ．The foxes barked in the hills and goats silently crossed the fields
 ，half hidden in the fog of the autumn mornings
 ．Along the roads fresh wildflowers delighted the traveler’s eye through much of the year
 ．Even in winter the roadsides were places of beauty
 ．Countless birds came to feed on the seed heads of the dried plants rising above the snow.The countryside was
 ，in fact
 ，famous for its rich and various kinds of bird life
 ．When the flood of birds poured in through spring and autumn people traveled great distances to visit them
 ．Others came to fish the streams
 ，pools or ponds
 ，which flowed clear and cold out of the hills
 ．So it had been from the days many years ago
 ，when the first settlers raised their houses
 ，sund their wells and built their cattle shelters
 ．Then a great misfortune crept over the town and everything began to change
 ．Strange illnesses swept the chickens
 ；the cattle grew sick and died
 ．Everywhere was a shadow of death
 ．The farmers spoke of many illnesses among their families
 ．In the hospital in the town
 ，the doctors were troubled by the causes of the new kinds of illness appearing among their patients
 ．There had been several sudden and unexplained deaths
 ，not only among the grown
 ups
 ，but even among the children
 ．They would be stricken suddenly while at work or play and die within a few hours
 ．There was a strange stillness
 ．The birds
 nobody knew where they had gone
 ．The fruit trees
 —they were coming into flower but bore no fruit
 ．The roadsides
 ，once so beautiful
 ，were lined with brown grass as though they had been swept by fire
 ．They were
 ，too
 ，silent
 ，deserted by all living things
 ．Even the streams were now lifeless
 ，for all the fish died
 ．No evil
 ，no heaven
 ，no enemy action had silenced the life of the place
 ．Some months before
 ，rains of bitter taste
 ，sometimes mixed with grains of sand
 ，black as coal
 ，had fallen upon the roofs and hills
 ，fields and streams
 ．This town does not actually exist
 ，but it might easily have a thousand examples of this kind in America or elsewhere in the world
 ．I know of no town that has experienced all the misfortunes I describe
 ．Yet every one of these has actually happened somewhere
 ，and many real towns or cities have already suffered a number of them
 ．Great misfortunes have crept over us without our notice
 ，and this imagined town may easily become real
 ．That we shall all know
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What kind of life did the people live before rain
 ？

　　② Did the town has experienced all the misfortune as writer describe
 ？

　　③ Why did the fruit trees come into flower but bore no fruit
 ？

　　④ What do you learn from the story
 ？

　　明天的寓言

　　在美国中部曾经有这么一座城镇，在那里似乎所有的生命都与周围的环境和睦相处。城镇四周都是富饶的农场，田野里生长着稻谷、小麦、玉米和其他庄稼，山坡上种满了橘树、苹果树和其他果树。春天，绿色的原野上空飘荡着白色的云朵；夏天，麦浪在微风中奏出一曲金色海洋的赞歌；秋天，各种果实变幻着坡地的色彩。山里传来狐狸的叫声，羊群默默地走过原野，在秋天的晨雾中若隐若现。

　　在一年的大部分时间里，路旁的野花盛开，使旅游者们眼前生辉。即使在冬天，路边道旁也是美丽的地方。无数的鸟儿飞来在雪地上啄食着那些枯死植物的穗头，事实上，乡村正是以其繁多的鸟类而著称于世。从春天到秋天，当鸟群铺天盖地而来之时，人们从远道赶来现看。也有人来到溪流或池塘边享受垂钓之乐，清澈冰凉的溪水源源不断地从山里流出。自第一批移民者在这儿盖起房屋，打井，建造牛棚起，多少年来这地方就一直是这样。

　　后来，厄运降临到这座城镇，一切都开始发生变化。奇怪的疾病在鸡群中蔓延。牛群不断地生病死亡。到处都笼罩着死亡的阴影。农夫们经常与家人们谈论着各种疾病。在城镇的医院里，医生们对病人所患的这些新病的起因大伤脑筋。在成年人中，甚至在孩子们中，曾经发生了几起突然而莫名其妙的死亡。他们在工作或玩耍时会突然病倒，几小时内就会死去。

　　到处都是一种奇怪的沉静。鸟群——谁也不知它们去了哪里；果树——它们虽然开花但不结果。曾经是那么美的路边，现在却长满了枯草，好似被火舌舔过一般。它们也都沉默无语，所有活物都弃它们而去。此刻连溪水中的生命也荡然无存，所有鱼都死了。

　　使这儿生活窒息的不是魔鬼，不是老天爷，也不是敌人的进攻。几个月前，这里曾下了几场苦味的雨，雨中有时裹夹着煤黑色沙粒，雨水落在所有的屋顶、山峰、田野和溪流。

　　这座城镇事实上并不存在，然而，在美国或世界上的其他地方，可轻易地举出上千个这样的例子。我知道，现在还没有哪个城镇经历过我所描述的全部不幸。然而，这其中的每一种不幸都曾在某处发生过，许多城镇已经遭受过多种不幸。厄运已不知不觉地降临到了我们头上，这座想像中的城镇很可能成为现实。我们每个人都应该清楚这一点。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① The people lived a happy life
 ．

　　② No town has experienced all the misfortune as the writer describe
 ．③ Because the rains of taste
 ，sometimes with grains of sand
 ，black as coal
 ，had fallen down the small town
 ．④ We should pay more attention to the problem of air pollution
 ，otherwise
 ，the misfortune will fall down
 ．The King of the Frogs


　　One day
 ，a tiger saw a frog
 ．He had never seen a frog before
 ．He said
 ，“I want to eat you
 ．But first tell me who you are
 ．”

　　The frog said
 ，“I am the king of the frogs
 ！I can do all kinds of wonderful things
 ．”

　　“Really
 ？”said the tiger
 ，“can you show me what you can do
 ？”

　　“All right
 ．Let’s jump across the river
 ．I can jump longer than you
 ．”answered the frog
 ．They came to the river
 ．The tiger jumped across it
 ．To his surprise
 ，he saw the frog in front of him
 ．“I’ve been waiting for you
 ，Mr.Tiger
 ．”said the frog
 ，laughing
 ．While the tiger was ready for his leap
 ，the frog seized the tiger’s tail and bit off some tiger’s hair.But the tiger did not know
 ．“Why do you have some tiger’s hair in your mouth
 ？”asked the tiger.He was afraid
 ．“Oh
 ，”said the frog
 ，“yesterday I killed a tiger and ate him
 ．These are just a few hair I couldn’t digest
 ．”

　　The tiger quickly ran away
 ．On his way home he met a fox
 ．“What makes you run so fast
 ，Mr Tiger
 ？”asked the fox
 ．The tiger told him the reason
 ．The fox laughed at the tiger
 ．He said that he could kill the frog easily
 ．“If you think you can kill him
 ，I will go back with you
 ，”said the tiger
 ，“but
 ，when you see him
 ，I know you will be afraid and will runaway
 ．We’d better tie our tails together so that we can help each other
 ．So the tiger and the fox tied their tails together
 ．Then they went to meet the frog
 ．The frog saw them.He was very clever
 ．He cried
 ．“You
 ，sir
 ，are a great fox
 ．Is that the tiger you have brought along for my evening meal
 ？”

　　The tiger ran away
 ，dragging the fox behind him
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Who killed and ate a tiger
 ？

　　② How many animals are there in this story
 ？

　　青蛙之王

　　一天，一只老虎看见一只青蛙。以前，他是从来没有见过青蛙的。他说：“我想吃你，但是你先得告诉我你是谁。”

　　青蛙说：“我是青蛙之王！我能够做各种各样奇妙的事情。”

　　“真的吗？”老虎说。“你能够做给我看看吗？”

　　“好呀！让我们跳过那条河吧！我跳得比你远呢！”青蛙回答。

　　他们来到河边。老虎跳了过去。使他吃惊的是，他看见青蛙在他的前面。

　　“我在前面等你呢，老虎先生。”青蛙笑道。

　　原来，当老虎准备跳过河的时候，青蛙抓住老虎的尾巴，并且咬掉了一些老虎毛，可是老虎不知道。

　　“为什么你的嘴巴里会有一些虎毛？”老虎问。他感到害怕了。

　　“噢，”青蛙说，“昨天我杀了一只老虎，并且把他吃掉了，那一些是我不能消化掉的老虎毛。”

　　老虎飞快地跑了。在回家的路上，他碰上一只狐狸。

　　“什么事情使你跑得那么快，老虎先生？”狐狸问。

　　老虎把原因说了出来。狐狸嘲笑老虎，他说，他可以轻易地把青蛙杀掉。

　　“如果你认为你能够杀死他，我会跟你一块儿回去的。”老虎说，“不过我知道，当你看见他的时候，你便会害怕，便会逃跑的。我们最好还是把我们的尾巴绑在一起，这样，我们便可以互相照应了。”

　　于是老虎和狐狸把他们的尾巴扎在一起。然后，他们去见青蛙。

　　青蛙看见他们来了。他是非常聪明的，他叫道：“狐狸先生，那就是你带来给我作为晚餐的老虎吗？”

　　老虎逃跑了。狐狸被他拖在后面。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Nobody
 ．

　　② Three
 ．

　　The Man and the Partridge


　　One day
 ，a hungry partridge came into a bird trap
 ．She ate up the food
 ．Then she found that she could not get out
 ．Soon a man came
 ．He was the owner of the trap
 ．He saw that there was a partridge in his trap
 ．He was very pleased
 ．The partridge was very unhappy
 ．She said to the man
 ，“Oh please
 ，if you set me free
 ，I will lead all my friends into your trap
 ．Then you will have more birds to eat
 ．”

　　The man took the partridge out from his trap and said
 ，“As you wanted to betray your friends
 ，you surely ought to die
 ！”

　　So the man took the partridge home for his dinner
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① Do you think the man should eat the partridge
 ？

　　② Why was the partridge very selfish
 ？

　　鹧鸪的故事

　　一天，有一只饥饿的鹧鸪走进了一个捕鸟器里。

　　她把食物吃完了之后，才发觉，她被关住了。

　　不久，一个男人来了，他是捕鸟器的主人。他看见有一只鹧鸪在他的捕鸟器里，十分高兴。

　　鹧鸪很沮丧，她对那个男人说：“求求你，倘若你放了我，我会把我所有的朋友都引进你的捕鸟器里。那么，你便可以吃更多的鸟了。”

　　那个男人把鹧鸪从捕鸟器里捉了出来，说道：“正因为你要出卖你的朋友，所以你一定要死！”

　　于是，那个男人把鹧鸪带回家去作为晚餐。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① Yes
 ，I think she should be punished
 ．

　　② Because she wanted to betray her friends
 ．The Wolf and the Crane


　　A wolf was eating his supper one day,when a bone stuck in his throat
 ．Choking and coughing
 ，he howled about the countryside asking every animal he met to help him
 ．“There’s a good reward for anyone who can save me
 ，”he spluttered
 ．A crane heard about this promise and offered to help
 ．“Open your mouth wide
 ，wolf
 ，”she said
 ，and poked her long beak deep into his throat
 ．“Here is the bone that has been troubling you
 ，”she added politely as soon as her head was out of the wolf’s mouth
 “I trust you will now be able to give me the reward you promised
 ．”

　　“Reward
 ，”laughed the wolf
 ，showing all his gleaming teeth in a mean smile and quite forgetting his sore throat
 ．”You are lucky.I didn’t snap your head off with one bite
 ．That should be enough of a reward for you
 ，ungrateful bird
 ．And it is certainly all you will get from me
 ．”

　　If you only help people because you can get something out of it for yourself
 ，you’ll be disappointed
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What was the wolf doing one day when a bone struck in his throat
 ？

　　② Who heard about the promise and offered to help
 ？

　　狼和鹤

　　有一天，狼吃晚饭的时候，一块骨头卡在他的嗓子里，卡得受不了，一个劲儿地咳嗽，在乡下到处嚎叫，向他遇到的每一个动物求救。

　　“谁能救我，我会好好地报答他。”狼唾沫飞溅地说。

　　鹤听到狼许诺的话，表示愿意帮忙。

　　“把嘴张开，狼，”鹤说罢，就把她的长嘴伸进狼的喉咙。“这就是叫你难受的骨头，”鹤把头从狼嘴里抽出来，对狼很有礼貌地说，“我相信你现在可以兑现你的诺言了。”

　　“诺言，”狼狞笑着露出发亮的牙齿，完全忘记了他那疼痛的嗓子。“我没有一口把你的头咬下来，就算你走运，对你来说，那就是给你的足够的报答，你这个忘恩负义的鸟儿。你从我这儿得到的当然就是这个了。”

　　如果你只是为了得到什么东西而帮助别人，那你就会失望。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① He was eating his supper
 ．

　　② A crane
 ．

　　The Thirsty Pigeon


　　A pigeon severely pressed by thirst
 ，seeing a glass of water painted upon a sign
 ，supposed it to be real
 ．So dashing down at it with all her might
 ，struck against the board
 ，and
 ，breaking her wing
 ，fell helpless to the ground
 ，where she was quickly captured by one of the passers
 by
 ．Great haste is not always good speed
 ．

　　Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did the thirsty pigeon see
 ？

　　② What happened to the pigeon at last
 ？

　　③ What can we learn from the pigeon?


　　口渴的鸽子

　　一只鸽子口渴难忍，看到一个标志牌上画的栩栩如生的玻璃杯子灌满了水，以为是真的。因此，用尽全力猛地俯冲下去，碰到了木板上，折断了翅膀，无助地落在了地上，被一个过路者逮走了。

　　欲速则不达。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① She saw a glass of water painted upon a sign and supposed it to be real
 ．② The pigeon struck against the board
 ，and
 ，breaking her wing
 ，fell helpless to the ground
 ，where she was quickly captured by one of the passers
 by
 ．③ Great haste is not always good speed
 ．The Phoenix and the Owl


　　Weizi became the prime minister of the state of Liang
 ．Zhuangzi went to visit him
 ．“Zhuangzi is here because he wants to be prime minister in your place
 ，”someone told Weizi
 ．Weizi was afraid and searched for Zhuangzi in the capital for three days and three nights
 ．Zhuangzi went to see him
 ．

　　“In the south is a bird called phoenix
 ，”said Zhuangzi
 ．“Have you heard of it
 ？The phoenix starts off from the South Sea and flies to the North Sea
 ．It does not alight on anything except the noble parasol tree
 ；it does not eat anything except the fruit of bamboos
 ；it does not drink except for sweet springs
 ．At this time an owl got a decaying rat
 ．The phoenix flew past the owl who lifted its head and screeched
 ，‘Shoo
 ！’

　　“Are you now using your position as prime minister of Liang to
 ‘shoo
 ’ me off
 ？”

　　Exercises
 ：

　　判断对（T
 ）、错（F
 ）：

　　① According to someone
 ，Zhuangzi came to see Weizi because he wanted to be a prime minister
 ．② Weizi searched for Zhuangzi in the country for three days and three nights.


　　凤凰和猫头鹰

　　微子成为了梁国的宰相。庄子前去拜访他。

　　有人告诉他：“庄子来此的目的是想取代你做宰相。”

　　微子非常害怕，派人在都城搜寻了庄子三天三夜。

　　庄子前去拜见他。

　　“南方有种鸟叫凤凰，”庄子说。“你听说过吗？凤凰从南海飞往北海。它只在阳伞树上栖息；只吃竹籽；只喝甘美的泉水。而猫头鹰吃腐烂的老鼠。凤凰正好从猫头鹰身边飞过，猫头鹰抬起头而发出嘘叫声。你现在是否在用你梁国宰相的官位来嘘吓我呢？”

　　Keys
 ：

　　① T
 ②F


　　The Cat and the Cock


　　A cat caught a cock
 ，and took counsel with himself how he might find a reasonable excuse for eating him
 ．He accused him of being a nuisance to men
 ，by crowing in the night time
 ，and not permitting them to sleep
 ．The cock defended himself by saying that he did this for the benefit of men
 ，that they might rise early for their labours
 ．The cat replied
 ，“Although you abound in specious apologies
 ，I shall not remain supper less
 ．”He made a meal of him
 ．Exercises
 ：

　　回答下列问题：

　　① What did the cat try to do after he caught the cock
 ？

　　② What did the cock defend himself
 ？

　　猫和公鸡

　　一只猫逮到了一只公鸡，它绞尽脑汁地想找个合情合理的理由吃掉它。它斥责公鸡夜晚打鸣，人人讨厌。公鸡自我辩解说：它这样做是唤起人们去劳作，是对人们好。猫说：“即使你有各种各样的理由，我也不会晚上挨饿。”它便吃了这只公鸡。

　　Keys
 ：

　　① He took counsel with himself how he might find a reasonable excuse for eating him
 ．② The cock said he crowed in the night time for the benefit of men
 ，that they might rise early for their labours
 ．
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