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序言1

Preface

亲历美国教育20余年，从前往美国求学到进入美国大学教授英语，再到回国从事英语培训，我深知一名老师、一个教育机构应该肩负的使命，而教材研发恰恰体现了一个机构、一位老师的学术造诣。让我欣慰的是，在这条路上，新航道有一大批具有国际教育背景和丰富学术底蕴的老师一直在努力着，新托福系列教材的出版就是我们厚积薄发的最好见证。

2007年，在新托福口语真题奇缺无比的情况下，新航道率先推出了《新托福口语真经》一书。作为当时国内唯一一本新托福口语真题汇总，此书的出现对广大托福考生来说无疑是雪中送炭。此后，新航道国际化的托福教研团队又陆续推出了以真题汇总形式出版的《新托福写作真经》、《新托福阅读真经》等托福系列教材。

时至今日，我们再次带着神圣的使命感将《新托福口语真经2》奉献给广大托福考生。有了最新真题的磨炼，相信考生们的分数会在现有基础上提高一个层次。我更相信，这样一本融合了新航道国际化托福教育团队教学经验的作品必将以其自身的特色赢得学生的青睐。

本书具有以下几大特色：


一、深入透彻的解题思路讲解，6种题型各个击破


针对众多考生在考试中遇到的各种问题，本书在开章中深入透彻地分析了新托福口语考试中6种题型的备考策略，并以具体考题为例详细讲解了各个题型的解题思路和答题技巧，直击每种题型的考试重点、难点。只有了解了各个题型的特点并掌握了有效的答题方法，才能在备考过程中有的放矢，取得事半功倍的效果。


二、26套最新最全的口语真题，直击考场，高效备战


本书收录了16套2009-2010年的最新托福考试口语真题，以及10套历次口语考试的高频重复考题，帮助考生把握最新、最前沿的考试动向和出题方向。每套真题在编排上力求尽可能再现考题的原貌，让考生如临考场，为考场实战做好准备。

练习是口语考试取得高分的关键。本书提供的多套最新及高频重复口语真题就是一部练习宝典。考生需在平时多下功夫，反复练习，并体会听、记和口头复述笔记内容的感觉。通过集中练习，可在短时间内使自己的口语水平有一个质的飞跃，最终在考试中从容不迫，顺利取得满意的成绩。


三、参考答案、听力原文、MP3光盘一应俱全


对于每一套真题，不仅提供了听力原文，而且还给出了每道题的参考答案供考生参考比对，使考生了解怎样回答才能突破25分的屏障。虽然由于每个考生的语言表达习惯、答题思路有所不同，本书提供的答案也并非唯一标准，但考生可以参考并体会答案中的语言表达和答题思路。

另外，本书附赠的MP3光盘除了包括题目和听力原文外，也包括参考答案，在真题演练的基础上，考生还可以进行跟读模仿、听写练习、听译练习等，最终练就流利、准确的口头表达能力，赢得高分。


四、独家解密笔记方法，攻克听、记难关


记笔记是新托福口语考试的关键，但同时也是大多数考生的薄弱环节。充分考虑到考生听、记能力的欠缺，本书系统地讲解了如何运用符号做笔记，并总结了一些常用的笔记符号，此外，还提供了大量的练习，以便考生在短时间内掌握笔记要领，攻克听、记难关。


五、备考方法小贴士，指点迷津


本书在每套真题的后面都附有小贴士，为考生提供了一些有效的备考、学习方法和答题技巧，帮助考生准确把握答题思路和方向，全面提高口语能力，真正高效、成功地应考。

我们真心希望本书能为广大托福考生扫除口语考试中的障碍困难，帮助考生切实提高分数，提高口语能力。






新航道国际教育集团副总裁



彭铁城
 　　　　


2010年6月
 　　　


序言2

Preface

2000年，我背上行囊，远赴加拿大，开始了自己的留学生活。

这段经历并非象牙塔般地洁白，而是过于复杂独特，且充满奇异的色彩，它让我相信任何一段经历都是无法复制的。当时在异国困斗感觉很孤独，由于语言不够灵光，无法和当地学生交流，听不懂课，论文被一次次驳回、修改。异国的生活也让我学会节省、懂得计划，做饭、买菜、洗衣服、找房子、砍价、与别人和谐相处。这一切每天都在发生，但其中的困难却无处倾诉。

从留学到工作，从海漂到海归，期间不断遭遇挫折和挑战。虽然有过迷茫，有过困惑，但我却一直在积极地寻找出路，并在此过程中慢慢勾勒出自己的职业方向。从接受新托福口语教学工作至今，已经数不清带过多少班次。教学中收获的每一份经验、每一位学生对自己的赞许以及同事的认可都来之不易，都裹着甜酸苦辣的滋味，但我乐此不疲。从入行前的徘徊不定到进入新航道后拥有的归属感，我所走过的每一步都孕育着对未来的期盼，证明着自身的价值。

作为中国的年轻一代，我们正在经历着之前几代人无法想象的现实：拥有私人汽车、出国旅行、留学等等。这种变革给很多年轻人带来了新的选择与希望。留学就是这个时代带给学生们除高考外的另一种选择，同时也让学生们探讨通过自身奋斗所能带来的价值。

而我恰恰经历了这一段路。

我珍爱上帝赐予我的生活经历，这些经历让我沉淀、思考，我渴望能够为那些即将走上这条道路的年青朋友做点什么！我想，这本《新托福口语真经2》就是一个心印，要印证的是一位曾经的留学生在海外的学习实感直至回国后的执教积淀。

然而，稚嫩如我。在本书编写过程中，如此浩大的工程时常让我感到心有余而力不足。庆幸的是，有两位老师给予了我最大的支持和信任，并与我一起编写这本《新托福口语真经2》。为此，我要特别感谢这本书的另两位作者：彭铁城老师和薛白老师，他们都为本书的构思、编写付出了大量的精力和时间。我们真心希望这本《新托福口语真经2》能够帮助广大考生摆脱新托福口语听、记、复述的困苦，通过自己的坚持和不懈努力在出国留学的道路上获得成功，实现自身价值。






常远　　　



2010年6月　　



序言3

Preface

北外毕业后，我进入新航道学校从事托福教学工作，成为一名深受学生们喜爱的老师，并在这样一个充满使命感的工作岗位上一直走到了现在。在这个过程中，我体会着传递知识的充实与快乐。教学中与学生们结下的深厚友谊，更成为了我最值得珍藏的财富。

课间，经常有学生问我：怎么练就一口清晰流利的美音？怎么能在45秒钟或1分钟之内说出一份完美的口语答案？每每看到他们求知若渴的眼神，每每听到他们一遍遍朗诵英文美文，我就想做一些努力，帮助更多的学生提高口语成绩，增强口语沟通能力。这本书就是我努力的最好证明。

参与《新托福口语真经2》的编写，让我深深体会到一本书的出版需要用心来浇灌，尤其是当一本书面对的不是普通读者，而是一批批有理想、有目标的学习者的时候。《新托福口语真经2》26套真题的设计理念体现了现在很流行的“练习是王道”这一英语学习口头禅，希望同学们结合本书第一部分的备考秘笈进行演练，并学会在不断练习中汲取经验，天天进步。建议考生把自己的口语表述进行录音，并对照书中提供的Sample Answer查漏补缺。大家也可以和其他考生进行搭对儿练习，我教过的高分学生很多都是学习小组的热情参与者。

在练习口语考题的同时，希望同学们抓紧时间修炼自己的基本功。英语语音本身就是我们平时要好好修炼的基本素质。在准确掌握字母单词和词组的发音之后，考生最关键是要掌握英语的鲜明节奏。重读音节要鲜明，轻读音节不能喧宾夺主。好的英语发音要抑扬顿挫、清脆流利。我和学生们经常会模仿《老友记》里面的对白，模仿美国歌手饱满的元音吟唱，很多考生在取得好的口语考试成绩后都曾偷偷告诉我：我觉得我能拿到24分是因为考官喜欢我“好莱坞”的发音。

新托福口语考试注重测试考生的沟通能力，考生在进行答题的时候，一定要争取达到meaningful communication（有意义的沟通）。我经常跟同学们说：你要把自己当成一个professor，在给学生讲述你对某个问题的看法，或在进行某个讲座的概述。不要反复，不要怯懦，自信的态度是可以通过你的语音语调传达给考官的。

很多参加完托福口语考试的学生，自此对口语学习产生了浓厚的兴趣。他们在考试之后，更喜欢模仿美音演讲，用英语和老美聊天，表达自己的思想。我们希望大家都能把托福考试当做开启英语学习的一扇门，让英语成为挖掘西方文明知识宝藏的一枚金钥匙。

本书能够成功付梓出版离不开新航道老师同事的支持和帮助，在此谨致以最诚挚的感谢。

首先感谢胡敏老师的大力支持。从本书编纂伊始，胡敏老师就一直关注书稿的编写进度，并对本书的语言规范问题提出严格要求。胡敏老师深厚的学术功底和严谨的教研风格，让我们在编写的过程中对自身提出了更高的要求。

此外，还要感谢宋曦老师对本书的支持和帮助。

感谢新航道图书部的老师和编辑为本书做出的努力。

感谢濮实和郑杨舒予为本书作出的贡献，感谢我们可爱的学生们。






薛白
 　　　


2010年6月
 　　


第一部分

新托福口语考试备考秘笈
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第一章　新托福口语考试概述

一、题型介绍

新托福考试的口语部分共6道题，总时长约为20分钟。题目涉及北美校园生活和各类学术场景。考生需具备阐明个人观点和概括总结阅读、听力信息的能力。其中第1题和第2题为独立口语任务（Independent Tasks），要求考生就某一熟悉的话题根据自己的想法和经历阐明自己的观点。准备时间为15秒，回答问题时间为45秒。问题会被朗读出来，并同时出现在电脑屏幕上。从第3题开始到第6题为综合口语任务（Integrated Tasks），其中第3题为校园情景题，第4题为学术讲座题，两道题都要求考生在45秒内先阅读一段文字，然后再听一段与阅读内容相关的听力材料，其长度大约为1分半钟，最后要求考生根据阅读和听力内容回答相关问题。考生可以在听录音的过程中做笔记来帮助答题。准备时间为30秒，回答问题时间为60秒。第5题和第6题以听力材料为主，要求考生根据所听内容回答相关问题。通常一道题是校园情景题，另一道是学术讲座题。听力材料的形式可能是对话，也可能是演讲，其长度大约为1分半钟。考生同样可以在听录音的过程中做笔记来帮助答题。准备时间为20秒，回答问题时间为60秒。托福口语考试部分考查学生的综合语言技能。评分以回答问题的质量、完整性和准确性为依据。

以下是ETS对新托福口语考试的官方描述：

[image: alt]


注释

1、第一题　要求考生针对给出的题目说出并解释自己的选择。例如：考生认为重要的人或地点，亦或是事件及活动。





2、第二题　要求考生从两个截然相反的行为或过程中作出明确选择并给出理由。
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注释

1、第三题　阅读部分讨论与校园有关的问题，听力部分对阅读的内容进行评论，题目要求考生概括说话人对阅读文章中的问题所表明的观点。





2、第四题　阅读部分宽泛地定义了学术领域内的一个术语、过程或思想，听力部分是一段对此给出了范例或具体细节的演讲，题目要求考生结合阅读和听力部分转述重要信息。
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注释

1、第五题　听力部分是一段对话，涉及与学生有关的问题及两个建议，题目要求考生表明对问题的理解，并阐述对于解决这个问题的看法。





2、第六题　听力部分是一段演讲，解释一个术语或概念，并且给出具体例子进一步说明，题目要求考生对学术讲座内容进行总结，并且阐述例子是如何与主题相关的。

二、评分标准

1　评分标准简介

The responses to all Speaking tasks are digitally recorded and sent to ETS's Online Scoring Network. The responses from each test taker are scored by at least three different human raters. In addition, some of the tasks are scored by two raters in order to check the reliability of the ratings. The response for each task is rated on a scale of 0 to 4 according to the standards （rubrics）. The average of all six ratings is converted to a scaled score of 0 to 30.





所有口语考试的回答都以数字录音的形式被送往ETS的在线评分网络。每一名考生的回答都会由至少三名评委参与评分。而且为了公正起见，个别题目还会由两名考官评分。对每个题目的回答都按照评分标准在0到4分的范围内进行评分。然后将六个题目的平均分按照分数换算表转换成0到30分的等级分。





Raters evaluate the test taker's ability in topic development, delivery, and language use. For topic development, raters consider whether the test taker has addressed the task and conveyed relevant information. They also consider whether the test taker has effectively synthesized and summarized the information in the integrated tasks. Raters evaluate if the delivery of the response is clear and smooth, and whether the delivery is consistent throughout the response for overall intelligibility. Lastly, raters evaluate the range and accuracy of the test taker's vocabulary and grammar.





评委将从“话题的展开”、“表达”以及“语言的使用”三个方面来评价考生的口语能力。就“话题的展开”而言，评委将考查考生是否回答了问题并表述了相关信息。在综合口语任务中，还对考生是否能够归纳、总结信息进行考核。此外，评委们同时也会评定考生的“表达”是否清晰、流畅，在整个问题回答中是否连贯、易懂。最后，他们也会评价考生的词汇和语法运用是否多变并准确。
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Notes





Performance on the Speaking sections of the TOEFL iBT test is evaluated based on scoring rubrics of 0 to 4 for each of the six Speaking tasks. The table above show how the mean average rubric score of six speaking tasks are converted to a scaled score of 0 to 30.





新托福考试口语部分的成绩将会根据6个口语试题由0分到4分的标准来计算。上图展示了6道口语试题的标准平均分（0到4分之间）是如何换算成等级分（0到30分之间）的。

2　独立任务评分标准
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3　综合任务评分标准
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注释

以上是《新托福考试官方指南》给出的托福口语考试的评分标准。我们发现2分及1分的评分标准已经比较低，所以一般考生参加过培训都可以应对2分及1分的标准。总体来看，新托福口语考试中取得4分的难度较大，而3分是可以在培训后达到的。

4　总　结

总之，ETS的评分标准可以简化为以下三点：






1．Delivery:
 How clear your speech is. Good responses are those in which the speech is fluid and clear, with good pronunciation, natural pacing, and natural-sounding intonation patterns.






2．Language Use:
 How effectively you use grammar and vocabulary to convey your ideas. Raters will be looking to see how well you can control both basic and more complex language structures and use appropriate vocabulary.






3．Topic Development:
 How fully you answer the question and how coherently you present your ideas. Good responses generally use all or most of the time allotted, and the relationship between ideas and the progression from one idea to the next is clear and easy to follow.





如此，考生要尽可能做到语言流畅、清晰、易懂，并且熟练使用口语词汇。其中“流畅”要求考生以比较流畅的语速来表述自己的观点。同时，考生必须有效利用时间。通常内容越丰富、信息量越大，越容易得高分。而清晰、易懂不仅要求考生的语音、语调应当尽量符合native speakers的习惯，更重要的是要求考生应恰当使用词汇、句型，并且话语的层次应尽量清楚明了、过渡自然。





第二章　独立口语任务

新托福口语考试的前两题为独立口语任务。之所以被称为独立任务，主要是因为题目的内容可以由考生自由发挥，考生需要就某一熟悉的话题阐述自己的观点。第1题是自由回答问题（Free-choice Response），如：If you could have any job in the world, what would it be? Use details to support your response.第2题是选择回答问题（Pair-choice Response），如：Do you like travel to somewhere you have never been or the place you have ever been? Include details and examples in your response.两道题的准备时间均为15秒，回答问题时间均为45秒。问题会被朗读出来，且同时出现在电脑屏幕上。考生可以不用理会电脑的朗读，迅速阅读完问题，这样可以争取大概5秒。在这大约20秒内，考生可在草稿纸上迅速记下自己所要表达的关键信息。

一、独立口语任务第一题 Task 1

准备时间：15秒　陈述时间：45秒

1　备考策略

备考时，考生应该对此题进行充分的准备。即使是熟练使用英语的美国人，如果考前没有经过准备，也很难在短暂的15秒准备时间内组织一个逻辑清楚、有理有据的论述。





其实口语也是一个逐渐积累的过程，这和备考作文有一定的相似性，所以可以一起准备。口语范例或作文范文看得多了，慢慢体会表达逻辑和解题思路，自然也就有了自己的答题套路。第一题大多会要求考生谈论一些喜欢的人、特殊的物品、特殊的事件或特定的地点。答案并不一定要真实，但是一定要有理有据。托福考试只是语言考试，而不是面试，所以答题内容也不必太过追求思想深度，对于刚开始准备的同学来说，一定要把思路放开。





这道题一般可以通过机经来准备，如果担心机经不够全面的话，还可以参考各种口语范例集，根据这些资料总结出自己的答题模版和套路。

2　如何利用15秒

首先需要强调的是，独立口语一定要在考前做好充分准备，多多练习如何展开思路。也就是说在看到题目时，考生不能再花费时间考虑如何展开题目，而是应该马上就有思路，然后记下想说的内容提纲（应该也是事先就有所准备）。15秒的时间主要是用来记录提纲，至于开头结尾的论述，一定要在备考时就达到非常熟练的水平。

3　举例

Where would you want to be professionally in ten years? Use details to support your response.

1　准备提纲—"TSC" template

建议考生在草稿纸上事先列好提纲框架，以便在15秒的准备时间内有条理地记录答题要点。要点包括：论点、论据（一般为两点）、结论。如果答题时间所剩不多，结论则可以省略。提纲框架如下：






Topic
 （论点）:


Supporting ideas
 （论据）:


Conclusion
 （结论）:

2　15秒笔记

由于准备时间有限，所以建议考生将笔记内容缩写，这样便于要点的速记。

笔记内容如下：


Topic
 （论点）:

own biz...

（I would like to run my own business）


Supporting ideas
 （论据）:

1）MA-biz

（will get master's degree in business）

2）work...

（will work in company while planning my business）

start

（will start my own business when I am ready）


Conclusion
 （结论）:

10 next because 3 within 10 y （可用y代替years）

3　参考答案

如提纲所示，回答独立口语任务时要开门见山表明自己的观点，然后在论据中用两个理由来阐明、支持自己的观点。论据中的两个理由需在考前做好准备，切忌临时想内容，以致在考场上不知所措、语无伦次。当提纲准备就绪，回答时就等同于看着笔记做口头复述，答起题来就游刃有余了。本题的参考答案如下：






Topic:


In ten years I would like to own an import business.






Supporting ideas:






1）Next year, I will be starting a master's program in business. I will be getting this degree because I hope to start my own business and make it successful some day.





2）After I finish my master's degree three years from now, I will most likely take a position in another company for a few years because I need to make some money and to spend some time planning my own business.






Conclusion:


Within ten years, I hope to own my own company and be on the way to making it a success.





通过答案不难看出，答题时核心内容是论据部分。论据由两个解释或支持论点的理由（Reason）组成。每个理由（Reason）需要有细节（Detail）支持，而细节（Detail）与理由（Reason）之间存在着因果关系。考生准备答案时可参照Reason与Detail之间的因果逻辑关系来展开，从而在答题时做到有理有据。

4　论据的因果展开法

范例1：Describe a public area that you visit frequently. Please state why you visit it frequently and include specific examples and details in your explanation.


1　笔记


Topic:


lib...






Supporting ideas:


1）quiet place, ∵roommate, TV → noise

∴lib, best place → quiet

2）computer, journals, books & big tables → cnvt and cmfrt






Conclusion:


∴I like lib...

2　参考答案


Topic:


Personally, I would have to say that, my favorite place to visit is the library. And there are a couple of reasons to name.






Supporting ideas:


论据1　Reason & detail因果关系

Reason: The most important thing is that I need to find a quiet place to study.

Detail: Because
 my roommate likes to watch TV and creates too much noise in my dorm room. So
 the library is the best place I have found so far; it's more than just quiet.

论据2　Reason & detail因果关系

Reason: Also, the library has computers and many journals and books. There are big tables to work at too.

Detail: Therefore,
 it's very convenient and comfortable.






Conclusion:


That's why I like the library.





范例2：How did you spend your free time in high school? Do you think this was a useful or positive way to spend your free time? Talk about specific things you did and why do you choose to do this?


1　笔记


Topic:


club






Supporting ideas:


1）√ way → free tm

练→ show, acting is fun

2）build & paint

enjoy → work → others






Conclusion:


∴I — club√

2　参考答案


Topic:


In high school, I spent my free time acting with the theater club.






Supporting ideas:


论据1　Reason & detail因果关系

Reason: I think this was a good way to spend my free time.

Detail: For example, one thing I did was to practice for the show. I did this because I thought acting was fun.

论据2　Reason & detail因果关系

Reason: Another thing I did was to build and paint things we used on stage.

Detail: I did this because I enjoyed working with other members of the club.






Conclusion:


Spending my free time with the theater club in high school was a great experience for me.

5　论据的平行展开法

论据中Reason和Detail之间除了因果逻辑关系，还可以是Detail对Reason的解释说明。





范例：People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of modern life. Some read, some exercise, and others work in their gardens. What do you think are the best ways of reducing stress? Use specific details and examples to support your answer.


参考答案：


Topic:


There are two methods that I find best for reducing stress.






Supporting idea:


Reason: One method is drinking a cup of hot coffee or tea in a quiet place.

Detail: When I feel stress in the middle of the day, I find that resting 20 minutes in a quiet place with a warm beverage will lower my stress level significantly.





从上面的答案不难看出，Detail的内容只是在Reason的基础上添加一些细节和补充说明成分。

6　答题模板

需要注意的是，如果考生可以流利自如、逻辑分明地表达自己的观点，也可以脱离答题模板设定的框架。






Topic:


Personally, I would have to say that, um…

And there are a couple of reasons to name.






Supporting ideas:


The most important thing is that, you know…

Also…






Conclusion:


So that's why...

二、独立口语任务第二题 Task 2

准备时间：15秒　陈述时间：45秒

1　备考策略

第二题也是独立口语任务。相对于第一题来说，这道题要容易一些，因为它不会涉及很宽泛的范围，通常是让考生从题目中二选一，并表达自己的观点。其实这道题和第一题一样，备考时主要以重点机经的题目为主。该题的题型与ETS独立作文185题库的题型非常相似，所以考生也可以参考185题库范文或者网上的范例，构建自己的答题模版。

2　如何利用15秒

同第一题一样，本题也一定要在考前做好充分准备，多多练习如何展开思路，而不必在看到题目时再花费时间考虑如何展开。15秒的时间主要是用来记录内容提纲，而开头结尾的论述，一定要在备考时就达到非常熟练的水平。

3　题型与结构

第二题主要涉及到考生的个人偏好和对某些问题的观点。

个人偏好题


Sometimes students have to write papers. Sometimes they have to give oral presentations. Which activity do you think is better for students, and why? Include details and examples in your explanation.


1　准备提纲—“TSC” template（同第一题）

提纲框架如下：


Topic
 （论点）:


Supporting ideas
 （论据）:


Conclusion
 （结论）:

2　笔记


Topic:


pap






Supporting ideas:


Reason 1: strong read write exams （笔记可缩写为：strg rd & wrt → exm）

Reason 2: more time think deeply （笔记可缩写为：↑tm thk dply ）






Conclusion:


∴pap√

3　答题模板


Topic:


Well, in my opinion, I would definitely agree with the point that...






Supporting ideas:


The first/firstly...

More importantly/also...






Conclusion:


So, uh, that's why I choose ... for the two reasons listed above.

4　参考答案


Topic:


Well, in my opinion, I would definitely agree with the point that writing papers is better for students.






Supporting ideas:


Reason 1: Firstly we need to develop strong writing skills.

Detail: We go to school mainly to learn reading and writing, so we need a lot of practice. Examinations require a lot of writing, so writing papers is a good preparation.

Reason 2: Also, I think writing is a better way to show my understanding of the material.

Detail: When I write a paper, I can think deeply because I have more time to do the research and explain my ideas.






Conclusion:


Therefore, I believe writing papers is good for students for the two reasons listed above.

观点题


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? "The first impression or longterm contact gives people a more accurate assessment about a person's character.”


参考答案：


Topic:


As far as I am concerned, the long-term contact gives me a more accurate assessment.






Supporting ideas:


Reason 1: A long-term contact with a person will give you a better understanding of his / her strong and weak points in his / her character.

Detail: Therefore, I have never been hurried to come to a conclusion about a person's character before I have made at least several contacts with this person.

Reason 2: Everyone tries to behave well the first time he / she meets with a stranger.

Detail: So the first impression can not always reflect a person's true character. For example, a lot of "falling-in-love-at-the-first-sight" marriage broke up. This is a very good proof that the first impression is sometimes deceptive.






Conclusion:


（optional）

4　对比结构论据

有时候考生可同时阐明两方观点成立的理由，例如：






Some students study for classes individually. Others study in groups. Which method of studying do you think is better for students and why?


参考答案：


Topic:


I think in some cases it is better to study individually, while in other cases it is better to study in groups.






Supporting ideas:


Reason 1: Sometimes, I prefer to study individually because it is the best way to focus on my weaker areas, which might not be discussed within group studies.

Detail: I can make a schedule according to what I have to study, therefore, I would not waste my time on the material that I've already known well enough, and thus be well prepared for my exam.

Reason 2: On the other hand, study in groups helps to improve my understanding of class lectures.

Detail: I have some difficulties in note taking as foreign students, and this has prevented me from understanding the material. Working in a group would allow me to share others' notes and make up what I missed in class and solve problems I have.






Conclusion:


（optional）





第三章　综合口语任务

新托福考试口语部分的第三、四、五、六题为综合口语任务。这四道题有别于第一、二题，考生需要对所读、所听的内容做总结并口头复述。综合口语任务旨在考查学生的读、听、说三种能力。

一、综合口语任务第三题 Task 3　（Notice/Announcement）

准备时间：30秒　陈述时间：60秒

1　题型介绍

第三题与校园生活的话题密切相关，比如可能会涉及学费、课程安排、作业、餐厅伙食等问题。出题流程为以下几个步骤：





1）首先，电脑屏幕上显示一段长度为75–100个单词的阅读文章，要求考生在45秒种之内读完。文章内容形式多样，可能是一个布告，还有可能是一个通知，甚至可能是一封信。45秒钟后文字自动消失，然后开始听力部分。





2）听一段对话，对话内容通常是两个学生讲述并讨论刚才读到的文章中的话题。其中通常会有一个人对相关话题持鲜明观点，要么十分赞成，要么反对，并给出理由（一般为两个）。对话时间一般为一分到一分半钟。





3）对话结束后，问题会出现在你的电脑屏幕上，问题一般会这样问：Please state the man or the woman's opinion and explain the reasons why he or she holds that opinion.考生有30秒的准备时间，回答时间为60秒。





4）从第三题到第六题，考生可以不理会问题。因为不管问题怎么问，我们的答题思路都只有一个方向，即：将读、听到的内容复述下来。如此，考生可利用语音读题的时间和30秒的准备时间，将笔记内容做口头复述。利用这36秒左右的时间，可以将答案复述一遍。然后60秒正式答题时，就能更从容地作答。





注意：综合口语任务的所有题目都不需要任何个人意见，只要总结出阅读文章和听力内容中的观点即可。

2　例题讲解

下面以2009年11月14日托福iBT考试口语第三题为例说明如何解题。

1　例题
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Listening section


W:


Can you believe this? The computer lab is putting a limit on the usage of printing paper.






M:


I heard that many students write letters to complain about the waste of paper in the lab.






W:


Oh, they just don't see where the real problem is. It is not our real intention to waste paper, at least not deliberately. It is because students don't have a clear sense as for how to make use of their learning material. After downloading materials from the internet, students can not tell which are useful and which are not. In case they miss some important documents, they just print all documents out.






M:


You are right. Students don't have the time and the ability to immediately decide which resources are need to be printed and which not. However, the printers often meet jams when printing frequently.






W:


The malfunction of the printers is due to the fact that our printers are too old to work smoothly. If a new printer was installed, there wouldn't be so many jams as we have at present.

Question:
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2　解题思路

笔记对于综合口语任务的解题十分重要。考场会为考生准备草稿纸用于做笔记。考生需要对所读、所听到的内容做记录，以便稍后根据笔记来回答问题。

阅读部分的笔记应注意以下要点：

1）要边读边记，因为阅读时间只有45秒钟，且过后阅读段落不会再在屏幕上出现。





2）阅读部分需要记录的内容包括学校的政策、章程、规划、或课程发生了哪些改变等，一般这些改变会在标题或第一句话中给出。然后，考生需要从文章中找出学校这样做的两个理由，并记录下来。

New Printing Rules in the Computer Lab

Western University has decided to limit the usage of printing paper in the computer lab. Each student may print up to 100 copies per month. This is because some students complain that too much paper is wasted and the printers often get paper stuck in the machine. Therefore, the number of printing paper should be controlled in order to save the paper resource and ensure the proper operation of the printers in the computer lab.





笔记如下：





uni （=university）limit usage papr （=paper）

papr waste & stuck

∴save papr & printer work out

听力部分的笔记应注意以下事项：

1）对话通常为一男一女对阅读文章中的话题发表自己的看法。其中有一方的观点很鲜明。考生要搞清楚这一观点来自男方还是女方。





2）看法强烈的一方对文章中的问题可能表示赞成，也可能表示反对，并给出支持自己观点的两个理由，考生要对此信息进行记录。

Listening section


W:


Can you believe this? The computer lab is putting a limit on the usage of printing paper.






M:


I heard that many students write letters to complain about the waste of paper in the lab.






W:


Oh, they just don't see where the real problem is. It is not our real intention to waste paper, at least not deliberately. It is because students don't have a clear sense as for how to make use of their learning material. After downloading materials from the internet, students can not tell which are useful and which are not. In case they miss some important documents, they just print all documents out.






M:


You are right. Students don't have the time and the ability to immediately decide which resources are need to be printed and which not. However, the printers often meet jams when printing frequently.






W:


The malfunction of the printers is due to the fact that our printers are too old to work smoothly. If a new printer was installed, there wouldn't be so many jams as we have at present.





笔记如下：





W （=woman）×（=disagree）

W×

1）stu （=students）×（=no）waste papr intentionally,

they×know ☆ resource b4（=before）print, ∴print everything,×miss ☆

2）machine outdated,×work well, ∴stuck. If upgrade, no breakdowns





整合读、听笔记





uni （=university）limit usage papr （=paper）.

papr waste & stuck

∴save papr & printer work out

W（=woman）×（=disagree）

W×

1）stu （=students）×（=no）waste papr intentionally,

they×know ☆ resource b4 （=before）print, ∴print everything,×miss ☆

2）machine outdated,×work well, ∴stuck. If upgrade, no breakdowns





参考答案：





The university is putting limit on the amount of printing papers used in the computer lab, because students complain about the waste of papers and the printers often get stuck with papers. However, the woman doesn't stand up for the policy made by the university. First, she argues that students never intentionally waste papers. They actually can't tell what's the most useful or important resource before printing. So they just print out everything in case they don't miss anything important. Also, she points out that the current printing machines are outdated and can not work properly, and that is why the papers often get stuck in the machine. If the old equipments are upgraded to more efficient ones, there would be no more breakdowns due to the frequent usage.

3　答题结构

1）阅读部分复述时，第一句话要交代阅读内容的背景，一般以下列表达为主：





The university is going to/has planned/has decided to put limit on the usage of printing papers in the computer lab, because…（原因一）, also… （原因二）





In the announcement/notice, the university is going to…





2）阅读部分介绍完毕，可以直接说明学生的态度，并自然过渡到听力内容。考生可以说：





The woman/man totally agrees with the university's announcement/decision/policy.





The man/woman is against/supporting （for）the…





He or she feels unhappy/less satisfied about…





She or he thinks the … is unfair/inconvenient/unaffordable for the following reasons...





3）听力部分，当转述对话人所给出的两个理由时，可以有以下表达：





First, she or he thinks/says…





Also, she or he points out that…

二、综合口语任务第四题 Task 4　（Lecture/Summary）

准备时间：30秒　陈述时间：60秒

1　题型介绍

第四题涉及学术类场景，出题流程为以下几个步骤：





1）首先，考生需要在电脑屏幕上读一篇学术类短文，75–100词，45秒钟读完。





2）然后听一位教授就此类话题所做的讲座，大概一分钟到一分半钟。一般来说，阅读文章会提出一个或两个概念或定义，通常比较笼统和抽象，但有时也会给出原因或例子；在教授的讲座中，将会通过举例（包括反例）等方式使阅读材料中的内容更具体，更详实。





3）问题一般会是让你总结一下教授讲座的内容，也就是让你用具体的例子来说明阅读文章中的概念。准备时间为30秒钟，回答时间为60秒钟。

2　例题讲解

下面以2009年11月14日托福iBT考试口语第四题为例说明如何解题。

1　例题

[image: alt]


Listening section

Yes, as a child education strategy, advancing crediting has been proved to be quite useful, especially in kids' enlightening period. This strategy is better used after a child conducts certain behavior, and this kind of after-the-event compliment can help children form proper social behavior and good manners.





There is an example of advancing crediting, which I often show to my students. In the 1980s, a group of scientists had made an experiment in a primary school in order to test the effects of "advancing crediting" on child development and some children were randomly chosen for this psychology experiment. At the beginning, scientists put these children in a certain room and handed out candies to each student. The aim was to see how many of them would put wrappers in the dustbin and how many just litter on the ground without any instruction in advance. The result was that most of children dropped candy wrappers on the ground while only a few put wrappers in the dustbin. Then, the teachers were told to praise those properly behaved kids and regarded these kids as clean and good kids who can protect the environment. Several days later, when the same experiment was conducted among these kids, most children can throw the garbage in the dustbin.

Question:
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2　解题思路

笔记对于综合口语任务的解题十分重要。考场会为考生准备草稿纸用于做笔记。考生需要对所读、所听到的内容做记录，以便稍后根据笔记回答问题。

阅读部分的笔记应注意以下要点：

第四题涉及学术场景，阅读文章的概念大多很抽象、笼统，很多考生读不懂文章，也不知该记录哪些信息，更不用说用一句话概括文章内容。因此，这里提供一个解题技巧，确保考生可以在规定时间内完成对阅读段落的概括。





1）首先考生要将阅读段落的标题记录下来，然后明确这个概念属于哪个学术领域。





通过阅读得知：

标题Advancing Crediting

领域psychology





因此我们可以说：The lecture talks about advancing crediting, which is a psychological phenomenon.





2）然后再从文章中找一句对Advancing Crediting的定义，并记录下来。如：





Teachers can praise students somehow after they conduct some desirable behavior，and eventually students will return with some good consequences.





注意：复述定义的时候，考生要用自己的话表达，切忌用原文内容。





例如，此处可以在复述时将原文内容改为:





Teachers can give children encouragement after they conduct certain behavior, in order to help them form proper social behavior.





3）最后阅读部分要联系下面的听力内容，形成从阅读到听力内容的自然过渡。考生可以说：





The professor gives/cites one example/two examples/his personal experience to further explain the concept of …





注意：只有听完讲座，考生才能知道教授具体举出几个例子来解释阅读中的概念。





这样一来，阅读段落可概括为以下内容：





The lecture talks about advancing crediting, which is a psychological phenomenon. It describes that teachers can give children encouragement after they conduct certain behavior, in order to help them form proper social behavior. The professor cites one example to further explain the concept of advancing crediting.

讲座部分的笔记需要注意的是：

教授可能会在开始时对阅读中出现的主要概念再做一番解释。考生没必要记录这些解释，直接把精力放在讲座的具体实例中，并记录下来。





stu （=students）chosen, given candies

tester → how many stu → wrappers → dustbin

result, most stu → wrappers → ground

then, tester praise stu → good kids, if wrappers → dustbin

days later, most stu → wrappers → dustbin





注意：箭头将讲座中的关键词联系起来，同时也标明了关键词之间的逻辑关系。

3　参考答案


阅读：
 The lecture talks about advancing crediting, which is a psychological phenomenon. It describes that teachers can give children encouragement after they conduct certain behavior, in order to help them form proper social behavior.






过渡句：
 The speaker cites one experiment to illustrate the concept.






讲座内容：
 Some primary students were chosen and were distributed candies to each together in a room. Without any warning beforehand, the tester wanted to see how many students can put candy wrappers in the dustbin, and the result was that most kids just litter the wrappers on the ground. Then, the teacher praised the children who can throw the wrappers in the dustbin and regarded them as good kids. Several days later, when the same experiment was done again, most children chose to put wrappers in the dustbin, and that was how the experiment effectively prove the theory "advancing crediting".

三、综合口语任务第五题 Task 5　（Problem/Solution）

准备时间：20秒　陈述时间：60秒

1　题型介绍

从第五题开始到第六题，题目不涉及阅读，只有听力部分。第五题是公认的新托福口语考试六种题型中最简单的问题。这道题为校园情景题。考生会听到两个学生的对话，其中一位学生会陈述自己在生活或学习中遇到的问题。有时，问题也可能是两个学生都会遇到的。另一位学生或两位学生会就此问题提供两个解决方案。





考生需要陈述清楚对话中学生的问题，以及另一个学生给出的解决方案。其次从两个解决方案中找出自己认为最佳的，并表明自己的立场以及原因。准备时间20秒钟，答题时间60秒钟。

2　例题讲解

下面以2009年11月14日托福口语iBT考试第五题为例说明如何解题。

1　例题


Narrator: You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


Listening section


M:


Hi Lucy, I haven't seen you for a quite while. So what are you doing in the library?






W:


Hi Jim, I have just realized that I am in hurry to do a presentation, but the classroom is at the other side of the campus and I have only 10 minutes left. I have to go now.






M:


Just calm down, Lucy. It is raining outside. Did you bring an umbrella with you?






W:


God, I left it on my way to school this morning. What should I do right now?






M:


Don't worry, Lucy. Let's figure it out together. I have an umbrella in my locker in the gym. I can lend my umbrella to you. Would you stay here and wait for me?






W:


That's very nice of you, Jimmy. I really appreciate it, but the gym is way too far from here. I can't wait any longer, or else I will be late for my presentation.






M:


Ok, if that is the case I would say you might want to spin right to the class building, then you won't be late.






W:


Come on! It sounds like a heavy shower on me. Of course, I can be there on time, but my cloth, textbooks, and notes will definitely be drenched all over.

Question:

[image: alt]


2　解题思路

1）在笔记中考生需要记录对话学生遇到的问题以及两个解决方案。这些信息在对话中很明显，所以不难听懂。听对话的时候，考生可以留意以下内容：






Problem description:






The problem is…





I am ok, but…





I need help with…





I have difficulty in doing…





I'd like to do…, but I can not do…






Solutions or suggestions:






You should do…





You'd better do…





One thing you can do is… and the other thing you can do is…





How about doing…





Why not do…





If I were you, I would do…





2）考生听完对话还需要选出最佳的解决方案，并给出两条理由。





这两条理由可以自己编，也可以从文章的对话中找到线索。一般遇到问题的学生会对另一位学生给出的解决方案提出反对意见。考生可以将这些反对意见作为支持自己立场的原因。





如：对话中男生给出的第一个解决方案是：






M:
 Don't worry, Lucy. Let's figure it out together. I have an umbrella in my locker in the gym. Ican lend my umbrella to you. Would you stay here and wait for me?





而女生要马上赶往教室做演讲，无法等男生拿雨伞给她。






W:
 That's very nice of you, Jimmy. I really appreciate it, but the gym is way too far from here. I can't wait any longer, or else I will be late for my presentation.





因此，如果考生认为第一个解决方案不理想，可以直接引用女生对此方案的态度来支持自己的立场。考生可以说：





Personally speaking, I prefer the second solution over the first one. The girl needs to run to the classroom right away, because she will miss her presentation if she waits the umbrella.





3）笔记：建议考生事先在草稿纸上写好答题框架，以便做笔记。





如：Problem:

Solutions:

Best solution:

Reason 1:

Reason 2:





按此框架，本题的笔记如下：





Problem:

girl → presentation, but cla （=classroom）far away, 10 min, rain,×umbre

Solutions:

1）lend her umbr

2）run → cla without umbr

Best solution: 2）＞1）

Reason 1:

go right away, miss pres （=presentation）if wait → umbre poor image, but pres on time

Reason 2:

pres ＞ get wet　　　wrap up,×get wet





4）参考答案：





The girl has a class presentation, but the classroom is at the other side of the campus and she has only 10 minutes left. Plus, it is raining outside and she doesn't have an umbrella with her. The boy gives her two suggestions. First, he will lend an umbrella to the girl, but she needs to wait him to collect one. Second, he also suggests her to run to the class room without an umbrella. Personally speaking, I prefer the second solution over the first one. The girl needs to run to the classroom right away, because she will miss her presentation if she waits the umbrella. She may get wet with poor image for presentation but she can give her presentation on time. This is more important than whether she gets drenched or not. Anyway, she might want to find some pieces of cloth or plastic bag to wrap up her bag and herself from getting wet.

3　答题结构

Problem:

The man / woman has a problem that…, but…





Solutions:

Based on his / her particular situation, the woman / man gives him / her two solutions.

First, he / she can…

Second, she / he also suggests her / him…





Best solution & reasons:

Personally speaking, I prefer … because...

Also … I believe / think…

四、综合口语任务第六题 Task 6　（Lecture/Summary）

1　题型介绍

第六题是教授的课堂讲座，教授会讲述一个概念或者定义，然后会用具体的例子或过程来进行解释，考生需要总结并诠释讲座的主要内容。

在听的过程中考生要注意记录：

1）首句：教授一般会开门见山地在第一句话中给出一个定义或概念。考生需要将此信息记录下来。





2）例子：讲座中的例子尤为重要，一般以for example, such as, on one hand, on the other hand等词引导。记录具体例子的时候，要确保内容的连贯性。





3）记录每个意群的主语和宾语的名字部分、部分谓语动词以及系表结构的形容词。这些信息点都是承载意群中重要内容的关键。

2　例题讲解

下面以2009年11月14日托福iBT考试口语第六题为例说明如何解题。

1　例题


Narrator: You will now listen to a conversation. You will then be asked a question about it. After you hear the question, you will have 20 seconds to prepare your response and 60 seconds to speak.


Listening section

Many animal species such as lizards, insects, fish, and snacks have evolved camouflage defenses to deter attack from their predators by visual, auditory or other means. Today, we are going to introduce two other common behaviors applied by animals to protect themselves from distinct predators. The strategies of these prey defenses are known as fooling predator and misleading.





Animals are attacked by predators and in response they have evolved a variety of defenses from being venerable to death. One of these behaviors is to fool predator, which means to deceive predators into believing that danger is imminent for a few moments while the preys make their getaway. For example, snakes use several tactics to fool predators, usually starting with acting tougher than they really are. When threatened, a snake will pretend to strike out at its enemy by making its body look much larger and moving fast and trying to bite the predator. This might look very scary and scare off the predator, because they believe the snake is about to attack. But all of this is nothing more than a bluff.





This great acting is enough to fool many animals into looking elsewhere for a meal, but if the predator is persistent, the snake then tries its next trick, rolling onto its back and playing dead. This defense strategy of deterring predators is called misleading. At this point, some truly amazing things happen. The snake will open its mouth and lets its tongue hang out in order to show it that it is dying before its enemies. Many predators aren't interested in eating such a smelly meal, they will run away. All it can do now is lie motionless on its back and wait until the danger has passed. Then the snake will live another day.





These incredible behaviors are commonly applied by many animal species to protect themselves when facing danger.

Question:
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2　笔记

第六题的讲座一般为三段体，段落之间为总分关系。第一段点明主题，后两段分别用具体的例子来解释说明讲座的主题。因此，可以按照TSC结构框架来记录重要信息。






Topic:


two animal def（=defense）behavior, fool pred（=predator）& misleading






Supporting ideas:


1）fool pre, E.g. snacks, look more dangerous, bigger, mv（=move）fast, try to bit pred

∴scare pred away

2）misleading: pretend to be dead, ∴pred ignore. E.g. lay...ground, belly up →mislead pred.

∵pred×eat died, run away.

3　参考答案

The lecture is mainly about two animal defense behaviors, fooling predators and misleading, to avoid being eaten by predators. Two examples of a snake are given to help further explain these defense strategies. First, when facing threats, snakes often pretend to look more dangerous than they actually are. They become bigger in the part of its head and move fast, trying to bite predators. In fact, they don't really want to bite since their mouth is closed when they move. But snakes try to fool the predators and scare them away. If the first strategy doesn't work due to the persistence of the predator, then another strategy called misleading is applied. The snake will pretend to be dead and hope to be ignored by predator. The snake lies down to the ground, with belly up wards and mouth open, to mislead predator into believing the snake is dead. Since most predators are not interested in dead meat, they would run away for another meal. After few minutes, the snake wakes up and will survive for another day.





第四章　笔记策略

在综合口语任务中，考生在听对话或讲座时不可能把所有阅读、听力内容都记下来，但是考生又必须记录一些关键要点和细节供回答问题时参考，因此记笔记就需要迅速、清晰、简短。切忌复制阅读、听力原文的原话或完整的单词、句子，因为时间极其有限。考生可以学习运用单词缩写、符号等来做笔记（笔记符号汇总详见本书附录）。

1　对话笔记示例
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2　学术情景笔记示例
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3　练习部分

练习1


（1）原句W:


Hi, Mark. Did you hear about the "Table Talk" program with the professors? That's so cool! I think it's a great program.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（2）原句M:


Yeah, I totally agree. I think the school is on the right track by giving us opportunities to talk to our professors.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（3）原句W:


Hmm, that's the thing I want to talk about. I am always eager to have a good discussion with our professors, but normally they're so busy and hardly have time to chat with us. This program will definitely provide students a better chance to talk to their professors.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（4）原句M:


That's right. The school is providing a good service with this.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（5）原句W:


Yeah, the new program allows psychology majors to get to know each other. Also, students might have different perspectives on the assigned topic. New ideas are most likely to come up through discussion, and students can help each other out on a variety of subjects.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　


练习2


（1）原文


Welcome to my class, everyone. You're in Macroeconomics. We're going to learn about an important economic concept known as opportunity cost. Opportunity cost is the process of choosing one product or service over another. The item that you don't pick is the opportunity cost. It is assessed in not only monetary, but also material terms.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（2）原文


Even though people might not realize it, they use opportunity cost every single day. Here is an example: many years ago, the school had two options in developing school infrastructure.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（3）原文


One choice was to build a new swimming pool, because the school lacked one and students had to go all the way to the public pool downtown.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（4）原文


The second option was the construction of a new library, because the existing one was too small. In the end, the school decided to build a swimming pool. While making this decision, the school considered both the cost and the opportunity cost of building the swimming pool.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（5）原文


The opportunity cost in this case was the benefits the school would have received from building a new library. For instance, many students may not prefer a swimming pool and would have wanted a good environment for learning or doing research. The school would have to forego their interests if it wanted to build a swimming pool.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　


练习3


（1）原句M:


Hi, Mary. Summer is coming. Do you have any plans?





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（2）原句W:


Well, I'm about to apply for a summer job at a newspaper office. I wish I could work for a newspaper after graduation.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（3）原句M:


Wow, it sounds like you have a good plan for your future.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（4）原句W:


But the problem is … I have to submit my application before the deadline, which is noon tomorrow. But the office is way too far from school, and I don't know if I can get there on time.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（5）原句M:


Oh, I understand. You probably want to drive there and deliver your application. I am sure you can submit your file before the deadline.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（6）原句W:


Ha, no doubt! But I just realized I have a review session tomorrow morning on campus. How could I make both at the same time?





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（7）原句M:


Yeah, your schedule is tricky. Perhaps there's another way — you can send your application by express mail. The express service always has a way to deliver your application on time. So, feel free to attend your class tomorrow morning. You won't really miss anything important.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（8）原句W:


Yeah, you know, I've dreamed about this opportunity. After graduation, when I'm looking for work, any employer will definitely value my part-time newspaper experience. Sending my application by express would be convenient and fast, but I'm afraid that they would make a mistake by delivering the file late.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　


练习4


（1）原文


All animals live in habitats. Habitats provide food, water, and shelter, which animals need to survive. However, there is more to survival than just the habitat. Animals such as mammals also depend on both their physical and behavioral adaptations to help them survive extreme environments. To help you better understand the concept, I will show you examples of both physical and behavioral adaptation by camels in a desert environment.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（2）原文


Camels, well known for their humps, live a harsh desert life. They have a remarkable capacity to endure extreme temperatures. However, their humps not only store water, as is commonly believed, but also help keep them cool by absorbing heat from sunlight.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（3）原文


A camel's hump can therefore act like a sunshade, taking in the brutal rays of the sun while keeping the whole body cool. Moreover, camels, like other desert mammals, adapt to the extreme environment with specialized behaviour.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　







（4）原文


Camels usually sit without moving during the day to reduce their energy demand and generate less heat. They also like to gather in groups, shading each other to keep cool.





笔记　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　


4　练习部分参考答案

练习1
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练习2
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练习3
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练习4
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第二部分

2009-2010最新托福iBT考试口语真题

（附参考答案及听力原文）
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2009年1月10日托福iBT考试口语真题

Question 1
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Question 2
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Question 3
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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Question 4
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a statistics class.
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Question 5
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Question 6
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States neuroscience class.
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Tips

独立口语的第一题和第二题是针对日常生活中常见的人、事物或事件提出问题，要求考生描述或表达自己的看法和观点。此类题目在叙述的过程中要注意以下几点：





1．总分（总）的叙述结构；





2．开门见山地回答问题，切入主题；





3．合理利用逻辑连接词，使文章逻辑顺畅、条理清晰；





4．抽象具体化，对于比较概括性的问题，要尽量使其具体到一个事物或具体的例子上进行叙述和讨论。

Sample Answers


Question 1






I think the most important quality in friendship is loyalty. Loyalty means always being honest to your friends and staying right beside them when they feel down.





I'd love to talk about Tom. We've been good friends since we were kids. Once I forgot to bring my lunch to school, Tom immediately took out his lunch and gave it to me. Besides, he is always the first one to point out my weakness directly. Thanks to his straightforwardness, I made quite a progress. I really appreciate his loyalty and treat him as my lifelong friend.






Question 2






Compared to media such as newspapers and magazines, I prefer to watch news from TV. For one thing, it is very convenient to obtain the latest information from TV. Once you possess a TV set, you could simply turn it on whenever you want to get the information you need. If you tempt to know news from other parts of the world, all you need to do is to turn to the world news channel. Also, TV can report the latest and even live events. When the 27th Olympic Games took place in Sydney, I was able to see the events at the same time as people in Sydney, even without being there. However, newspapers and magazines can't provide things like that.






Question 3






The school decides to require all the undergraduate students to live on campus. The woman strongly disapproves the decision. The first reason is she thinks that less and less students will choose to study at this university because the students will lose their freedom to choose where to live, which will bring less income than before. Second, the reason why few students attend university activities is that those activities are boring, but not that students are living outside the school. Thus, the woman suggests the school invest more money on university activities to deal with the problem directly.






Question 4






The passage talks about a statistics term "sampling error", which is caused by observing a single sample instead of the whole population. If the sample is inaccurate, sampling error might appear. The lecture cited one experiment to illustrate the term. A researcher intended to conduct an experiment to calculate the amount of fish of different sizes in one pond. The researcher scooped out one net of fish to be his statistic sample. To his surprise, there were only big fish and middle-sized fish in his net. Finally, he figured out that small fish had already escaped from his big-mesh fishing net.






Question 5






The woman was worried about the seminar to be held the next day. The professor they had invited just called to inform he would not be there and the woman had no idea how to handle the accident. The man offered two solutions: one was to invite another professor and the other was to play some videos. If I were the woman bothered with the problem, I would try to contact Professor Johnson, who has done some researches in the same field. I fully believe that he would understand me and agree to come. In contrast, the video session will disappoint the students because it will be boring and no interaction can be done without the presence of a professor.






Question 6






The lecture talks about a comparison between the mental ability of mother mammals and non-mother mammals. Researchers in the US conducted an experiment to test the difference of mental ability between mother rats and non-mother rats. The rats were forced to find the target food and mother rats turned out to have better memory and made fewer mistakes. Another study found that female primates with offspring have better spatial abilities than those without kids. Scientists concluded that the mental ability of human females would also develop in similar condition. This is against the popular saying that pregnant women are not as smart as other women.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Can you believe this? The university authority is forcing us to live on campus. I just can't stand it.






M:


Well, they claim that they can increase school income through collecting dormitory fees from students.






W:


No way. We all know that students should have their own rights to choose where to live. If students are forced to do something, less and less students will choose to study here because they want the right to control their own lives, like where to eat or where to live. And that will bring no more benefits to the university.






M:


Hmm. I didn't know that. The university also said that more students would join in school activities if they live on campus.






W:


The main reason for the lack of participants is not that we do not live on campus; it is just because the university activities are too boring. Making students live on campus cannot make them more interested in those simple activities. The university authority should increase the investment to make the form of activities more enjoyable and more entertaining. Otherwise, nothing's gonna be better.






Question 4







M:


Well, so you may have ideas of sampling error now. As what we just learned, the accuracy of the sample has an influence on the analysis of the whole group. If the sample is inaccurate, sampling error might appear.





A researcher conducted an experiment to calculate the amount of fish of different sizes— big fish, middle-sized fish and small fish. Because it was impossible to calculate every fish in the pond, the researcher just scooped out the fish with a fishing net and obtained one net of fish as his statistic samples. It turned out that there were only big fish and middle-sized fish in his net, which made him wonder why there weren't any small fish in the pond. After observing that some small fish did exist in the pond, he started to search why he could not obtain one sample of small fish. Finally, he figured out that this was because small fish had escaped from his big-mesh net.





You see, ineffective research tools can cause sampling errors during our statistics studies.






Question 5







M:


How's everything going on? Have you got prepared for our tomorrow's






W:


I have done everything for the preparation; however, I was just informed that Professor Miller wouldn't come to the class tomorrow. I'm a little pissed about that.






M:


Professor Miller? I heard that he's quite accomplished.






W:


Yeah, I know. I think it is unfair to give us such short notice. Now we don't have any ideas how to kill the time, and some students will be very disappointed for coming in vain






M:


Hmm … that's too bad. But do you know Pro. Johnson? He is from a local university. I know he have done some researches on Lake Environment before. I think he's good and he should be happy to come as long as he is available.






W:


Are you sure that he can come tomorrow? Is it possible to inform him at the last minute?






M:


Well, there's another solution; maybe you can play some video lectures on Lake Environment in class, and that will also be informative.






W:


It is a not-bad idea, but I'm afraid that the students would be upset. It will be quite different from listening to one professor's lecture on the scene, and without those interactions with the professor; it will be really boring.






Question 6







W:


Researchers in the US found that on contrary to the popular view that having children would reduce a woman's brainpower, it actually can improve her lifelong mental ability. Researches show that mother animals are supposed to have a relative stronger mental ability than non-mother animals. An experiment was conducted to test this theory. The research was carried out by Dr. Craig Kinsley, professor of Neuroscience at the University of Richmond, Virginia. A group of mother rats and a group of non-mother rats were set into a maze to find out the only way to the food at the end. It turned out that mother rats had a stronger memory, and they did not repeat turns or make mistakes on the way. In addition, they were faster than non-mother rats.





The researchers also studied primates and compared the brains and skills of females with and without offspring. The study found that females with offspring were braver: they could find food up to five times more quickly, and they had better spatial ability than those without offspring. Although most studies like this one are done on animals, said Kinsley, it's likely that human females would also have similar benefits because the same regions of the brain are used in maternal behaviors.
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Tips


理解原题重在笔记






口语是信息输出的过程，首先理解所输入的信息，这样才能有的放矢。托福口语考试中，考生要做的第一步就是要理解原题，尤其是对于复合题，一定要在看懂，特别是在听懂的基础上做好笔记，笔记可以是一系列的词，比如时间、地点、人名、事件和态度等。为了加快速度，可以使用简写甚至中文来记，但无论如何要尽量详细和准确，而且自己一看就能明白。然后作答时，只需将这些孤立的词用自己的话连起来即构成一个评论。

Sample Answers


Question 1






I think students need to learn communication skills. It is impossible to overstate the importance of good communication skills. In today's society we have to work cooperatively with others. A good communicator finds it easier to put forth his ideas clearly. In this way there will be fewer misunderstandings. In addition, a person with good communication skills is a good mediator and negotiator. He or she can play a valuable role in resolving disputes and enhancing cooperation. This means that a good communicator is often a natural leader.






Question 2






I prefer traditional shopping; it is a funny experience. We can go to shop with friends, enjoy the sunshine, talk with the shopkeeper and bargain the goods. The products are really existent and you can touch them or compare them. Also, we can try clothes to make sure whether the color and the fashion suit ourselves. There are some disadvantages to shop online. It may be unsafe to enter private card details on the internet, and it is easy to be cheated when you shop online. Besides, the products may not be delivered on time.






Question 3






The school decides to increase the ticket price of Recreational Centre and the income will be spent on the renovation of the entertainment facilities. The man supports this policy because he thinks it's worthwhile to update those old equipments and more students will go there to have fun. He thinks current facilities are dangerous and boring. Also, he thinks students can afford the ticket by spending less on eating and buying original CDs. Compared with the big investment on the renovation plan, 25 dollars is a reasonable price.






Question 4






Observational learning means that children can acquire new things through watching adults' performances. In 1961, Bandura conducted his famous Bobo ball experiment to support this theory. Twenty four children were divided into two playrooms where two adult models were seated. The aggressive adult model was attacking the ball while the other played the tinker toy all the time. Then both groups were put into a room of toys and those exposed to the aggressive model tend to act in more aggressive ways. This proves Bandura's theory that children may be influenced by adults' behavior through observational learning.






Question 5






The woman's tutor time conflicts with her Chinese history course, and she doesn't know how to make a choice. The man offers her two solutions: to choose the course next semester or to change the tutor time. Personally, I prefer the latter choice because only in this semester she can have the opportunity to take Prof. Phil Jones's Chinese history course, and he is an expert in this field. Also, I think although changing the tutor time means teaching younger kids, she may have other opportunities to teach excellent students in the future.






Question 6






The lecture illustrates two techniques seabirds have developed to adapt to living in the sea. Albatrosses are famous for their energy-saving techniques: gliding and soaring. With long and slender wings, albatrosses can coast on the wind to lose altitude and borrow the air currents to soar up into the sky. This technique can help albatrosses fly over hundreds of miles of ocean surface without flapping. Another advantage seabirds have is an acute sense of smell. For example, petrels can find their burrows through recognizing their partner's odor at night, and this helps them effectively avoid predators.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Hi, John, have you heard of the school's new policy. We have to pay more for the recreational centre.






M:


Well, I support this new policy. Maybe it can help increase the number of visitors to some extent.






W:


Why do you say so?






M:


If they can spend their income on renovating the old facilities, more students will go there to have fun. Students don't go there frequently mostly because they dislike those old equipments. We are worried about the safety and the quality of those worn-out machines and we want to have fun with modern facilities.






W:


Hmm, I can see your point. But don't you think the price is a bit too high?






M:


I think it's reasonable, because renovating the whole place will cost thousands of dollars, you know, like building a merry-go-round. Also, we can save the money by eating at home and downloading music freely from the internet. Everyone can afford the ticket only if we'd love to go.






Question 4







M:


Now we believe that observational learning may take place when children watch other people's performances. In 1961, Bandura conducted his famous Bobo doll experiment to test whether or not children would imitate adult models' behavior, say, aggressive behavior or non-aggressive behavior.





Two groups of children were put separately into two playrooms, and two adult models were seated in each room containing a tinker toy and a Bobo doll. After a while, the aggressive model would attack the Bobo doll physically. Meanwhile, the non-aggressive model simply played with the tinker toys for the entire period. Then, both children were taken into another playroom filled with highly entertaining toys and were left alone for 20 minutes. Judges watched each child from the window and recorded these children's performance.





The result showed that the children exposed to the aggressive model were more likely to act in physically aggressive ways. Bandura successfully supported his theory of observational learning in this experiment and came to the conclusion that children tend to think that the behavior they are observing is acceptable.






Question 5







W:


Tom, I've been looking for you.






M:


What's happening?






W:


I don't know what to do. I'm supposed to tutor Jenny this morning, and the teaching hours conflict with my Chinese history course. Both schedules are fixed and the conflict will last the whole semester. I'm in a dilemma as to …






M:


I understand your point. You know, why not take the Chinese course next semester. I heard this course can be registered every semester.






W:


But only in this term, Prof. Phil Jones will teach the course. He is a visiting scholar from Oxford University and he has been to China several times. I don't want to miss the learning opportunity.






M:


Then, change your tutor time. You can teach other students on other days, right?






W:


Well, the student I'll teach this morning is a senior student, the oldest of all. Teaching senior students can improve my teaching quality and the experience may look more attractive on my resume.






Question 6







W:


Seabirds have made numerous adaptations to living on and feeding in the sea. Because flight requires so much energy, seabirds have evolved various energy-saving techniques.





Gliding and soaring are two energy-saving techniques. Gliding is "coasting" on the wind in a straight line or gentle curve while gradually losing altitude. Soaring is using air currents to gain altitude. The long, slender wings of albatrosses are ideal for gliding. Using a combination of gliding and soaring, an albatross can fly over hundreds of kilometers of ocean surface in search of food without flapping.





Most seabirds have a well-developed sense of smell to adapt to living in the sea. The petrel is a good case in point. During the breeding period, many species of petrel live in groups on small oceanic islands. They form in pairs and live in burrows. Returning from the ocean at night, petrels must find their nest burrow by recognizing their partner's odor, suggesting the existence of an individual odor signature.
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Tips


在平时的积累中，要做到：






1．制定长期的学习规划，养成良好的学习习惯。





2．学会利用零碎时间，积少成多。不要刻意安排出大块的时间来学习，对于积累性的学习工作，零碎的时间会很有帮助。





3．多阅读一些英文报纸和杂志，比如《21世纪英语报》、《英语沙龙》等等。把自己放在一个全新的英语环境中，这将非常有助于提高英语水平。

Sample Answers


Question 1






The day I enjoyed the most was my eighteen-year-old birthday. On that day, I expressed my gratitude to my parents and my teachers in my own way. That morning, I arrived at the school early and cleaned the classroom thoroughly. Then, I went to my head teacher's office and put a Thank You letter on her desk, with a bunch of flowers in the vase as well. She wrote me back and encouraged me to be more confident and optimistic. That evening, I prepared a big dinner for my parents and gave them a toast for their health and happiness. I felt like a grown-up since that day.






Question 2






As far as I am concerned, I prefer to attend the classes in the morning and have part-time job in the evening. First of all, the learning quality can be ensured in the morning because I am more energetic in the daytime than in the evening. Of course, I do not need so much mental efforts to do simple labor work in the evening. Also, I can do my evening job after I finish school assignments in the afternoon. Otherwise, I would feel guilty to put money as my top priority.






Question 3






The school has decided to raise the total students number in each class to meet the rising demand of students' registration. The man strongly opposes the idea by saying that it will have negative influence on students' learning quality. He said that to have more students means losing the chances to talk with the faculties and, unlike in small-group discussion and seminars in the old days, they would participate less in a larger-sized class. Also, the man thinks the school's excuse for limited faculties is ridiculous. The solution to this problem is simply to hire more teachers with more tuition fee paid by new students.






Question 4






A fixed action pattern refers to animal's innate behaviors that are usually unchangeable and often conducted to completion once started. The professor discusses two examples to illustrate how animals behave in a fixed pattern. Male crested puffers tend to attack fish with red marks, and they will ignore those invaders without red marks on their bodies. Another case is the female goose. It is inclined to move its head around to protect its ducklings after laying the eggs. Interestingly, it kept doing this even after the eggs are moved out of the nest.






Question 5






The woman's problem is that she doesn't have enough money to cover the tuition fee of her dreaming university. The man offers her two solutions: writing a letter to explain her situation or taking a part-time job. I prefer the former choice because taking a part-time job will take too much study time and it will be difficult to be the top in such an excellent university if paying less efforts than others. Also, I think the university will consider her difficult situation and charge less tuition fee, if possible.






Question 6






The lecture talks about one type of advertisements designed to make consumers remember the name of the product. This type of advertisement would repeat the name again and again on the screen or in the newspapers. An example to illustrate this strategy is a piece of advertisement promoting a washing machine called "quick machine". The voiceover screamed the name repeatedly and illustrated the name in an eye-catching manner. The reason for doing this is that people are more willing to buy something they remember the best and it is important to combine the name of the product and its advantages together.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


I've just heard that the college is taking in more students in each class.






M:


Well, I've heard of it too, but I don't think it will happen. Everybody I know hates the idea.






W:


Why? More students are registering for the course and the school is trying to meet their needs.






M:


But raising the number of students will reduce the quality of our communication in class. Do you remember how we enjoyed the small-group discussion? The atmosphere would be gone even if we have one more student.






W:


That is true. We really had a very hot debate in the seminar.






M:


And more students in one room means that there would be less opportunities for each person to participate in classroom activities.






W:


However, the school doesn't have enough faculties to teach so many classes?






M:


More students means more money, which could be spent on hiring more faculties to solve the problem.






Question 4







M:


When stimulated by certain signals, animals would display some behaviors out of their nature, and that is what we call as fixed action patterns. Some actions are common to all members of a species to the extent that different members of a species tend to perform the behavior in a recognizably similar fashion.





There was a kind of fish called red-tailed crested puffer living in the tropical ocean nearby the Caribbean Sea. The male crested puffer tends to attack those with red mark who enter its territory carelessly. However, the crested puffer just ignores those without the red mark and can live peacefully with the invaders. Another case is female goose. After laying eggs, a female goose is inclined to move its head back and forth instinctively. Interestingly, after moving their eggs out of the nest, the female goose continued to move its head to and fro. These are two examples of fixed patterns of animal behavior.






Question 5







M:


Hey Jane? How are you doing recently?






W:


I've just received an offer for a marine research institute.






M:


Well, congratulations! Then why are you looking so upset?






W:


Here is the thing. They do provide me some scholarship, but it is not enough to cover the whole term's tuition fee. I really can't afford it.






M:


Don't worry. Let's figure out some solutions to work things out. Why not write a letter to the marine institute to explain your difficult situation, and I think they'll give you more considering your hardship.






W:


But you know, the college is famous for its strictness on enrollment. Lots of students apply for it and I'm afraid they might decline me if I demand too much.






M:


Then why not take a part-time job to cover your tuition? I believe you can find a wellpaid work to satisfy your needs.






W:


I really appreciate your suggestions. But since this is a new term for my college study, I don't want to be occupied in work. There are so many excellent students and I must spare no efforts to keep up with them.






Question 6







W:


Every day, we are exposed to a sea of advertisements through the mass media. These colorful advertisements are designed in various forms to attract public attention and, ultimately, to increase the producers' sales.





One thing you may ignore is that different advertisements actually have different functions. One type of advertisements is designed to make the viewers remember the name of the product. These advertisements will repeat the name over and over again, and put the name in a remarkable place on the TV screen. For example, there was a piece of advertisement promoting a washing machine, which was called "quick machine". To make audiences remember the name, the voiceover screamed the name several times and the name "quick machine", written in bloody red, appeared on the screen for more than three seconds.





What is the point of making people remember the name of target products? Firstly, it is psychologically proven that people are more likely to purchase things whose names they can remember well. Those goods look appealing on the shelves because consumers have deeper impression and could easily pick them out. Also, it is vital to make the advantage of a product and its name an integral whole; anyway, it is useless to remember only the advantages without the name.
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Tips

在托福iBT口语考试中，切记不要兜圈子回答问题，而是要马上切入主题。因为独立任务部分的回答时间为45秒钟，其它题目的回答时间也只有60秒钟。如果慢慢地谈，很可能没有足够的时间来表达观点，而且按照外国人的思维习惯，考官们也喜欢考生能够直接切入主题，然后围绕主题谈论。

Sample Answers


Question 1






One important thing I have ever learnt in childhood is playing the piano. First of all, playing the piano makes me get excited when I play those beautiful melodies. I would forget all the daily trouble. These classical works can bring me a peaceful mind to tolerate unfair things and a positive mind to start a brand new day. Also, playing a piece of classical masterpiece can bring me a lot of confidence, and it must be great to play some well-known songs in front of my friends and relatives.






Question 2






I definitely agree to the statement that one should have a relaxed and unhurried life. Even though we must work hard in order to make our dreams come true, it is not a good idea to be exhausted every day. We Chinese have an old saying, life is like a bow, sometimes tight and sometimes loose, or it will break. Only relaxation could let one have a good rest, which will definitely increase one's efficiency when he/she is back to work.






Question 3






The school newspaper decides to cancel the news comment section because students can find similar content on the school website where they can download free information. Also, few students are willing to write serious comments. The woman disagrees with the adjustment because, first of all, it is convenient to buy and read school newspaper, and many students like to mark key points and make news clippings. Another reason the woman thinks the plan unreasonable is that she believes the students should get paid so that more students will be willing to write serious comments and it will help form sound campus atmosphere to discuss serious issues.






Question 4






Priming refers to a kind of implicit memory effects that can increase people's sensitivity towards certain aspects of life and affect people's judgments to some extent. The lecturer uses an example to illustrate the term. When a man got on the bus and started to take some notes, a girl who had just graduated from college quickly reached a conclusion that he was a student who was dealing with some academic problems. On the contrary, another girl who saw the man regarded him as a writer. This was probably because she had just published her own book of poetry, so she tended to think of others as poets making drafts.






Question 5






The woman's problem is she was planning to watch the concert tonight, but she hasn't finished her assignment due tomorrow. According to the man, there are two solutions: the first is to finish the task after watching the show and the other is to cancel the show plan. In my opinion, it is better for her to cancel the original plan and choose to accomplish her assignment on time. Anyway, it is a student's duty to put learning as top priority when making a decision. As for her concern about the tickets, she can release a notice on the campus forum to sell the tickets at a lower price. I'm sure some students would be willing to make the deal.






Question 6






The lecture talks about how maternal care affects the development of offspring and the speaker uses one experiment to illustrate the topic. A research conducted in Montreal studied two groups of mother rats. One group demonstrated more intense care for their rat pups, being more likely to lick and groom their young than the comparison group. When these young pups became adults, they were made to perform in some tests, for instance, looking for a hidden object in a labyrinth. The result is, those rats receiving more mother care appeared to be quicker learners and displayed more curiosity than their neglected counterparts. In short, with more mother care in childhood, adult rats have more confidence to face reality.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Hey, have you heard the school newspaper will eliminate the section of news comments from the next issue?






W:


Yes, and I don't like the decision.






M:


But they say that we can search for news comments on the internet.






W:


But the paper version has its own advantages, say, it is easy and convenient. We can get the newspaper at the newsstand on campus and read it anywhere, anytime. We can also underline some key sentences and cut out our favorite essays as we like.






M:


Yeah, that's my favorite part. Collecting news clips is a joy to me.






W:


You see, and the school should pay for student reporters to write serious comments on the current affairs.






M:


Is that necessary?






W:


Of course, it is essential for us students to express our opinions about important issues and arouse other people's interests in world news. Good pay can get more students involved and we can have a sound atmosphere to discuss news from different perspec tives.






Question 4







M:


We just discussed that priming, a kind of implicit memory effects, may be stimulated by people's prior experience and the subject tend to interpret a situation according to his former cognitive experience. Priming can be found in learning process as well as in people's ordinary life.





For example, a girl took a bus to go home after college graduation. On her way, while she was recalling her student life attentively, a man got on the bus and started to write down something right after he took the seat. The girl immediately made a conclusion that the man was a student who was solving difficult academic problems, such as doing calculations or making up course notes. This assumption was made due to her prior student life experience, which made her think that a young man with a pen was certain to be a young student. Coincidentally, another girl who took the same bus also made her own speculation. This girl just published her first volume of poems and was in the excitement of literary creation. She thought of the man as a poet or a novelist who was plotting a new story or recording his inspiration for a new poem. Her conclusion was also influenced by the effects of priming, that is, one's latest social experience can, to some extent, determine her judgment.






Question 5







W:


Hi, Harry, do you have a minute?






M:


Sure, Alice, how is it going?






W:


You know that tonight Josh Turner will hold his solo concert in L.A. and John succeeded in buying me two tickets to the show.






M:


Wow, that's great. How lucky you are!






W:


The annoying part is that I haven't finished the course assignment given by Prof. Miller, and the deadline is tomorrow.






M:


I see. Why not finish your assignment right after watching the show, then you can have both the egg and the hen.






W:


I wish I could satisfy both sides, but you know what? I must be very tired after seeing the show and I really could not have the right mood for any study.






M:


Then why not cancel the show plan and write your paper instead?






W:


John has already bought the tickets and it might be hard to find someone else to go to L.A. in such a hurry. Plus, I really want to go to the show.






Question 6







W:


Maternal care does have a measurable neurological effect on the development of offspring — it appears that it can make young rats much more intelligent, according to a study conducted by a group of Canadian researchers published in Nature Neuroscience.





Researchers led by Professor Michael Meany at McGill University in Montreal studied two groups of mother rats in a cross-fostering study. The behavior of the mothers in one group was characterized by an intense level of caring for their offspring, including licking, grooming and other interaction involving physical contact. Mothers in a comparison group seemed generally uninterested in their young except when feeding the young.





Both groups of young rats were made to be subjects of a variety of tests once they were adults. Their main task was to swim through a floating labyrinth five times a day to look for a submerged object. The "mama's boys", those receiving more mother care, learnt spatial relationships faster and exhibited higher levels of curiosity than their more neglected counterparts.





The result suggests that, as adults, the offspring of a tender mother exhibit more flexibility and stronger desire to tackle tough situations.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a psychology class.
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Question 6

[image: alt]
 　Now listen to part of a biology lecture.
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Tips

我们不仅可以用VOA来做听写练习，还可以拿来做口语的模仿材料，因为VOA里面绝大多数播音员都成长在美国本土，而且咬字清晰，十分适于模仿。美剧也类似，由于剧中的口语都是最生活化的，而且用词也都很fashion，与托福考试十分接近，因此也很适用于模仿。当我们在利用这些材料的时候，要做的就是跟读，而且最好能把自己的读音录下来，跟原来的读音进行模仿，只有跟VOA、跟美剧一遍又一遍地比对、矫正，才能让我们的读音地道流利。

Sample Answers


Question 1






In my opinion, a good neighbor should be trustworthy. A neighbor always has some knowledge about what is going on in the four boundaries of a house. This is because he lives so close to you; he can hear your voice, see your appearances, observe who comes to your house and who goes at what time. Basically, a neighbor can gossip about half of the things happening in your life, and that is where the quality of a good neighbor comes in. A good neighbor should be trustworthy and sensible enough to not leak out others' family secrets.






Question 2






I prefer to watch educational TV programs because I believe that knowledge can be learnt everywhere. Watching educational programs can broaden my horizon, and I really enjoy those programs taking viewers into the wild nature and explore something we don't know. It's amazing and I may never have the opportunity to experience them myself. Also, some programs can teach me how to improve my academic performances in various terms. Last week, I learnt some writing tips from one TV program and successfully applied them in my own writing. In summary, I benefit a lot from watching educational TV programs.






Question 3






The university is proposing to demolish the former auditorium and build a new one. The man disagrees with the plan because he thinks that they should renovate the library and the laboratories first, because they are more important to students' life. He also thinks that the old one is large enough because they just don't have so many viewers to watch the performances. Finally, the man expresses the view that the old building is one part of the university culture and it should not be destroyed.






Question 4






The lecture talks about the term "social referencing", which refers to a process in which babies interpret the parents' emotional responses to form their own understanding of unfamiliar objects. The lecture introduces two experiments to illustrate the term. The first experiment was conducted among 20 six-month-old infants. They were separated into two groups and were asked to play dolls. The first group's mothers smiled to them while mothers of the second group put on an angry face. No differences were found between these two groups. Then, the same experiment was conducted among 20 one-year-old babies. The findings show that babies of smiling mothers continued to play and the rest of the babies stopped playing. This indicates that infants older than 1 year would take action according to social referencing.






Question 5






The man has an annoying roommate who often disturbs his normal life by throwing parties and making a lot of noises. The woman offers two solutions: one is to study in the library and the other is to talk to his roommate about this situation. Personally, I prefer the second choice because he should have a normal life and avoiding the problem is not the real solution. He can persuade his roommate together with his friends and it is important to correct his mistakes.






Question 6






Animals tend to gather in flocks to protect the young and the old. The lecture uses two examples to illustrate this point. First, antelopes would gather around their cubs in the centre when being attacked by carnivores, protecting the young from being eaten by wolves or lions. The second example is mockingbirds. They would entice the predator and peck at the cat or dog to frighten them away. Also, some mobbing calls can be sent to harass the predator and alert others of the danger.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Hum, they are doing the right thing this time.






M:


You really think so? Come on! The school is making another stupid decision. Look, the school itself is as old as … say, one hundred years. Only rebuilding another new auditorium cannot change the overall impression of the school; rather, it will look weird with one novel building standing in an old campus. Actually, the old auditorium is a kind of representative of our old school.






W:


I can see that you really don't like the new plan.






M:


Well, I just think before we upgrade some entertainment facilities, why not renovate the library and laboratory first. That's our top priority, right?






W:


I get your point. However, the new building will have more room to hold more viewers.






M:


Well, that's another ridiculous point. Even the old building is large enough, every time when we hold the show, the seats have never been full; we just don't have so many viewers to watch the show.






W:


Maybe you are right.






M:


Well, I love our old school; I just think the old building is one part of our school history. Tearing it down is destroying our history to some extent.






Question 4







M:


We are going to discuss some interesting examples of "social referencing". Social referencing means that an infant's emotional understanding and responses to their parents'behavior will develop as time passes. Two experiments were carried out to test the effects of "social referencing" in child development. The subjects of the first experiment are twenty six-month-old infants, who were separated into two groups. One group was arranged in a room with many dolls, and once they play dolls, their mother would smile to them. Another group was put in the same room afterwards; however, their mother looked angry when they played dolls. The results found that there weren't any differences between these two groups of kids.





The same experiment was also conducted among 20 one-year-old babies. The findings of this experiment indicate that when mothers smiled at the babies who were playing dolls, they would continue to play happily whereas the other group, most of the babies stopped playing dolls when their mothers showed angry faces.





This, the researchers hypothesized, suggests that very young infants are not so much referencing from their mothers for emotional cues as for how to respond, but they are simply checking if their mothers were nearby when confronted with ambiguous or fearful situations. Infants more than one-year-old would begin looking for specific information from their mothers' faces when referencing, and they would conduct certain actions in accordance with their mother's facial expression.






Question 5







W:


Hey, John. You look upset these days. What has happened?






M:


Well, this is embarrassing. I have an annoying roommate. He likes to invite his friends to our dorm and hold big parties, which happens several times a week.






W:


That is really disturbing.






M:


Indeed. I just can't concentrate on my study and have wasted so much precious time wandering in the dorm.






W:


That's too bad, John. But I am sure there should be a way to deal with it. Maybe next time you can go to the library when your roommate gives another party in the dorm.





Many students do so because they can learn much faster in the quiet atmosphere.






M:


I know that, but the library is always occupied, and it's hard to find a seat. When I hurry to the library after evening classes, the library is already full and I have to carry my pile of books back to my dormitory.






W:


Or, maybe you can talk to your roommate; just be nice and frank with him. You know, roommates need to consider each other and one should make some changes, even sacrifices, when he's disturbing the other's normal life.






M:


A nice talk? I have never seen him being careful and reasonable. I am afraid he will just laugh at my seriousness and pull a face to send me away.






Question 6







W:


Animals moving in herds or in groups always tend to gather in flocks to protect their cubs and old ones. Two examples of animal behavior can illustrate the point.





Now, let's look at antelopes. Usually an individual antelope is easy to be targeted and vulnerable to the attack when roaming alone in the grassland. Thus, it is more common to see antelopes moving in groups. Once they are attacked by carnivores, they would surround their cubs in the center, protecting them from being eaten by wolves or lions.





Mobbing behavior is an antipredator behavior which occurs when individuals of a certain species mob a predator by cooperatively attacking or harassing it, usually in order to protect their offspring. Birds such as gulls are widely seen to attack intruders, including encroaching humans. Through mobbing, mockingbirds can effectively force a cat or dog to seek something less troublesome. Their strategy is like this: one mockingbird would fly in front of a cat or dog, enticing the bird predator to lunge, while another mocking bird would peck at the cat or dog from behind to make a sharp pain that would force the predator to hesitate when it encounters mockingbirds.





Mobbing calls are signals made by the mobbing species while harassing a predator. These differ from alarm calls; they are effective in traveling to long distances. Sometimes a group of songbirds will aggressively chase and harass a predator, like a hawk or an owl, while producing loud and raucous mobbing calls. This "mobbing" behavior alerts others of the appearance of the predator, and sometimes can successfully drive the predator away.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a business class.
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 　Now listen to part of an art history lecture.
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Tips

中国人不需要钻牛角尖，不一定非要追求发音像native（本地人）那般地道，只要我们的发音不至于让对方产生误解，其实就可以了。在平时练口语时，我们不需要迷信什么科学方法，只需记住一点：模仿，但一定要模仿标准的英语或美语。在模仿的基础上，我们可以坚持每天进行1个小时的自我口语练习，但在进行这个练习时必须假想一个双向交流的场合，即仿佛有人与你交流一样。

Sample Answers


Question 1






In five years, I will graduate from the college and start to work in a big company. Until then, I will have gained much academic knowledge from college study. I will have obtained two bachelor's degrees in Finance and Accounting. My critical thinking ability will improve greatly and I can analyze different situations logically and objectively. Also, I will have accumulated much social experience through taking part-time jobs and participating in school activities. These experiences will benefit me a lot and make me attractive on the resume.






Question 2






I disagree with the view that money and power can best represent success. Firstly, people's success should be closely related with people's sense of happiness. If a millionaire cannot feel happy, then he is not a successful man. If a high authority cannot feel happy, he is not successful either. Some famous writers live a simple life and some even gain reputation only after their death. They are still successful because they have made great contribution to human history. Besides, some ordinary people keep on struggling with life hardships. They are successful because they are heroes to conquer life difficulties without any fear.






Question 3






The university decides to adjust the physics course time to 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. because many students have to do part-time jobs in the morning. The man thinks the school couldn't understand the real situation. He states that most students go to work in the evening and there must be some students working in the daytime complain about the course schedule. In his class, only five students work in the morning and fifteen in the evening. Also, evening is not the right time to study because they must be exhausted after one day's work or study, and all they really need is a good sleep.






Question 4






Misleading market survey refers to the phenomenon that wrong interpretation may be made based on positive survey results, which can cause sales disasters in some companies. In the first decade of the 21st century, one American company planned to produce one type of "green car". Before the production, the company conducted a market survey about this idea and the findings were really optimistic. Unfortunately, the real sales were far less than their prediction. The reason is that consumers may believe the clean car is a right thing, but they would not buy it in action.






Question 5






The woman is often late for class because her restaurant job finishes 15 minutes before the class and the workplace is three blocks away from her school. The man offers two solutions: finish the work several minutes earlier or apply for an evening class instead. Personally, I prefer the first choice, because the woman enjoys Prof. David's courses a lot and learning should be put as the top priority. I think her boss will understand her situation and give her the permission to leave earlier, or she can arrive at the workplace ten minutes in advance.






Question 6






An art movement, known as "Anti-Form Movement", claims that artists should make art accessible to all and objects have no additional meanings in artwork. Two approaches are widely applied in anti-form art works: simple materials and outdoor exhibitions. Morris's work Felts is made of strips of cut fabric and Morris processed the fabrics, making it like a composition of many irregular elements. Another artist put a piece of large white cloth in public and any passers-by could take a look. The blow of the wind swayed the cloth and made it like a moving artwork.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Are you taking the physics course?






W:


I am, actually, and I've just noticed the time rearrangement.






M:


Are you having a part-time job in the daytime?






W:


Actually not, I have a rather idle schedule.






M:


Well, I think the school authority simply couldn't understand the real situation.






W:


What made you say so?






M:


The fact is most students who have part-time jobs go to work in the evening. The complaints must have been filed by some students who work in the daytime. That's why the university authority made this wrong assumption that most students would go working in the morning.






W:


How can you be so sure?






M:


There are altogether 20 students who are taking part-time jobs, but only 5 of them are working in the morning and the rest working in the evening or at weekends.






W:


I can understand your point.






M:


Also, even though we are free on Thursday evening, it is still not the right time to have formal courses. After a whole day's study or working, nobody wants to have one more class and what we really need is a beer and a big hamburger. After an exhausting day, going out with buddies or having a really sound sleep will be a better choice.






Question 4







M:


Sometimes, positive results of market survey do not necessarily promise sound product sales. In business, this phenomenon is called "misleading market survey", which can really cause sales disasters for some companies.





In the first decade of the 21st century, one American company was planning to produce a type of "green car" by applying Hydrogen fuel battery to replace petrol fuel. Before actual production, the company conducted a market survey to see whether consumers are interested in this new type of pollution-free car. The findings indicate that almost everyone was in favor of this plan and showed the willingness to purchase the car.





Stimulated by the consumers' consensus, the company confidently designed and produced this car in large quantities. Sadly, the real sales were far less than the predicted sales. Unable to afford the loan and production cost, the company went bankruptcy due to their wrong analysis of market survey.





The reason for consumers' contradictory behavior is that there was a gap between consumers' ideal expectation and their real action. They strongly believed it was the right thing to produce environment-friendly cars, while they were not willing to buy it. Psychologically, they may simply do not want to spend extra fee on the expensive Hydrogen battery.






Question 5







M:


I can see that you've been late for class recently. What has happened? Sit down and tell me something about it.






W:


The delay is really a hassle for me. I am working in a restaurant three blocks away and the shift time is just 15 minutes earlier than Prof. David's course. It is difficult for me to catch up with the class in time, and Prof. David has warned that he will reduce some scores based on any delay.






M:


Actually, you can finish your work ten or fifteen minutes earlier and then you don't have to rush on the way to school.






W:


Sounds good; however, the boss has treated me so nice that he tolerated my many mistakes since I worked for him. I will feel ashamed to ask for more.






M:


Then, you can drop this class and reapply for another evening class instead. You can handle both tasks without any time trouble.






W:


I think you are right. But I just have strong interests in Prof. David's course and I do not know whether I can attend a course as enlightening and interesting as this one.






Question 6







W:


Expressed by the principle "form for form", the artistic movement known by the name of Anti-Form, rejects the basis of attributing an accessory meaning. This genre of arts claims that in reality an object is an object, without any other additional meaning. They want to make art accessible to all the people and art is no longer labeled as "expensive". Two approaches are widely applied in anti-form art works: simple materials and outdoor exhibitions.





Firstly, the anti-form artists often use industrial or building materials, such as steel, glass-fiber, rubber, plywood and waste material, on which they just add some simple actions. Examples of this include Morris's work "Felts". It was made of strips of cut fabric, the remains of industrial processes, with which the artist handles in various ways. The ultimate look was like a composition of many single irregular elements.





Secondly, most anti-form artists located their exhibition outside to provide easy access for the public and the weather factor can be purposely applied into their artworks. An anti-form artist put a piece of large white cloth in the fountain area at the centre of the town for three weeks and many passers-by stopped to have a look at this piece of cotton artworks. Interestingly, the light breeze blowing in the air swayed the cloth and made it like a moving artwork. That was a fantastic combination of nature and still artworks, and it was not expensive at all.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a sociology class.
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 　Now listen to part of a biology lecture.
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Tips

如何备考综合任务部分的内容呢？首先考生要总结考题的范围，了解综合任务主要涉及哪些范畴和范围的内容，这样便于考生更好地理解考试的整体趋势；其次考生需要掌握的是听力技巧，也就是短时间记忆力+笔记能力。

Sample Answers


Question 1






Speaking of special occasions spent with my family members, there is one day of the year that is second to none in our country, it is the first day of the year in lunar calendar, which is called the Spring Festival by most Chinese people. Even if you are indifferent with festive events, you can not resist the charm of a family reunion dinner which marks the defining feature of the Spring Festival. And during the dinner, family members make toasts for each other in order to wish for joy, peace, health and fortune for the next year.






Question 2






I like to travel to somewhere I have never been to. Firstly, I am a curious girl wanting to explore new things around the city, and I like to have a better understanding about the city's history and local custom. Every year, I will spend my holiday visiting a new country to broaden my horizon. Also, visiting a new place can encounter many new friends. We can share life stories and give each other some special home-made gifts.






Question 3






The college computer lab decides to charge students for printing fee if students print more than ten copies at once. The woman supports the idea. She thinks that students often waste and litter printing paper around because they don't have a clear idea about how much paper they really need. Charging them some money may help them aware of the problem. Also, since the old one always breaks down, the copy fee can be spent on a new printer, even a fax machine and a copier.






Question 4






Information overload means that with too much information presented at once, the person may have difficulty in understanding the information. The professor uses two examples to illustrate the term. The first happened in a workplace. When receiving hundreds of resumes every month, the human resource department chooses to read them randomly, and many qualified applicants, in this case, slip through their fingers. Another case is one professor who has a habit of reading journal references every week, even if the journal sends him references every day, he still reads every week. He is too busy to read everyday.






Question 5






The woman decided to have a part-time job in summer vacation and rented a house near her workplace. However, in this way, she would waste a whole summer's dormitory fee. The man offered her two solutions: she could rent her dorm to someone else or to pay both rents. I think the woman could rent her dorm to others because she planned to buy a computer after summer vacation and she couldn't achieve this goal if paying double rents. Also, she can choose carefully who will live in her house, and I believe some girls are able to keep her dorm neat and tidy.






Question 6






The lecture talks about two important adaptation abilities of alpine plants. The first one is low-growing feature. Most alpine plants have a height of no more than 10 centimeters and this little height can help them defend wind resistance and repetitive snow. Their deep root systems help them exploit more available food resources from the soil. Another feature is that they have a waxy coating, preventing moisture from evaporating and helping store water inside. Lastly, these perennials cost little energy and can use stored energy from previous year's growth.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Have you heard about the new policy? We have to pay every page we print if we print over ten pages.






W:


I don't think it's a bad idea. Have you seen some paper are just wasted and littered around?






M:


I think you are right. Why does this happen?






W:


Because when it is free, students tend to print as many as they want without considering whether they really need the information. Some students choose to print out the whole article before they really read it. A lot of resources can be saved if they are aware of the value of the paper and the ink.






M:


Yeah, they do waste a lot of paper, and charging them some money may help them realize the problem.






W:


Also, the printer needs to be checked regularly, and if necessary, it should be replaced by a printer that works after some serious breakdowns. The students should not be the ones to wait for several days of repair work. The copy fee can cover this part and the money can be spent on more new equipment, such as a fax machine and a copier.






M:


I totally agree with what you have said. Let's start to save resources from one piece of paper.






Question 4







M:


In order to help you understand the concept presented in the book, I'm going to tell you two examples to illustrate the term "information overload". It is an increasing problem both in people's work place and in their daily life. Those that learn to deal with it effectively will have a major advantage in the upcoming era. If we cannot handle the information well, our working efficiency will be greatly reduced.





One example happened in a workplace. A company was hiring some secretaries. After releasing recruitment advertisements on the Internet, nearly 300 applicants piled in and the interviews had to be shortened to 5 minutes. The interviews were conducted both individually and collectively. Some applicants complained that the interview was already over before they got fully ready. To make the situation worse, hundreds of resumes were sent to human resource department monthly via the Internet and the staff had to randomly choose some of them to read. In this way, many excellent applicants just slipped through their fingers.





Another example happened in one Chemistry Department. A famous Chemistry professor has a habit: he likes to read references on a weekly basis, and these references were sent to him by a journal. Later, the journal made some adjustment and sent the professor references everyday. However, the professor still read only once a week, because it was his habit. Besides, he was too busy to read everyday.






Question 5







M:


Hi, Jane. Haven't seen you recently? Where've you been?






W:


I am planning on how to spend the summer vacation.






M:


Do you have a plan?






W:


Yeah, I've found a summer job in the town and rented a house near my workplace.






M:


Congratulations. But you look a bit concerned. Any inconvenience caused by your new job?






W:


Indeed. I am wondering how to deal with my dormitory. It will be a waste of money if I don't live in the dorm for nearly two months.






M:


Let me see. You can rent your dorm to someone else who might have to work near our campus, you know, to rob Peter to pay Paul.






W:


It sounds reasonable except one thing: I have the habit of cleaning up the room every day and I cannot stand it if I see my things are not in their right places, let alone to see the room being dirty and untidy.






M:


Then, how about paying the rent for both two houses, keeping your old room and new one simultaneously?






W:


I wish I could afford both. However, I am planning to buy a new computer with the salary I will earn in the summer. If I paid the rent, I would not have enough money to buy the computer, which is really useful for my study of next semester.






Question 6







W:


Alpine plants are strongly adapted to the extreme climates found at high altitude. They often grow in barren soil or shattered rock, with great changes in temperature from searing heat to extreme cold. They are often lashed by gales of forceful winds. However, these plants can still tenaciously grow, thanks to two important adaptation abilities.





The low-growing feature of alpine plants has obvious advantage in defending wind resistance and repetitive snow falls. Most alpine plants have a height of no more than 10 centimeters and most of their biomass is concentrated in the roots, so these features can help prevent themselves from being destroyed by the wind. Water and available nutrients often lie far below the surface in mountain habitats. Plants with deep root systems are more capable to exploit available food resources.





Another important feature is that a waxy coating can be found on some plants' leaves and stems in deserts and the alps. The wax prevents moisture from evaporating and helps to store water inside. Thick, waxy succulent leaves are another adaptation to help prevent water loss. It's interesting that alpine plants have many characteristics same with those in the deserts. The plants growing in these different habitats have to cope with similar harsh conditions and find ways to prevent water loss.





Almost all alpine species are perennials. It takes a tremendous amount of energy for an annual plant to germinate, grow, produce a flower, and mature a seed all in one short season. It takes less energy for a perennial to grow and use stored energy from previous year's growth. If the growing season is too short in a given year or the conditions are not right, an annual plant may die without ever having the chance to produce the seeds.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a psychology class.
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 　Now listen to part of a biology lecture.
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Tips

新托福口语考试的的三、四、五、六题四个题目为综合口语任务，考生需要集中精力，准确把握听力材料中的信息，并结合阅读材料和问题进行复述。复述时要注意以下几点：





1．准确性，即对听力原文中心内容的准确把握以及准确概括。

2．完整性，即在复述时要保证能够覆盖到主要的信息点。

3．客观性，即要遵从原文材料，不可多加主观评断和猜测。

4．间接性，即语言要尽量简练准确，以保证在要求时间内能够完成复述。

Sample Answers


Question 1






One of the benefits I can get from living abroad is that I can develop my independent living ability. First of all, I can improve my life skills to lead a very good life on my own. I have to learn how to cook home-made food, such as pizza, vegetable soup and dumplings. When I am at home, my parents often cook for me. Also, a mature living ability also means that I should develop my social skills, like how to ask the way and how to bargain in the market. In one word, living abroad can help me become more mature.






Question 2






If I have spare time, I would choose to stay with my friends and have fun. I have many buddies whom I haven't seen for a long time and I prefer to have a get-together with my old friends. We like singing, dancing, and would even throw someone into the swimming pool for fun. Also, we can go for a trip together, during which we can take care of each other and take beautiful photos, just like a big family. I still keep the photos when we watched the sun rise and had a barbeque in the countryside. These memories will accompany me all my life.






Question 3






The campus newspaper recently made a decision to cancel the international section of the newspaper. The woman strongly approves of the school's idea for the following reasons. First, most students have already known the international news before reading the campus paper, for they've already seen those reports on the internet or from the television. Second, the woman thinks it will benefit the students to add some campus reports, because those scattered news they've heard of can be collected and then can be carried to read anywhere, anytime.






Question 4






"Reference group" refers to a phenomenon when people adjust their behavior according to the way people around him behave. The professor takes himself as an example to illustrate the point. Once he was an art major at college, most of his classmates wore casual clothes like sneakers and jeans, and the professor also followed this free-style trend in his college life. After he started to work in Chicago, he found that his colleagues do dress-ups for parties. Influenced by his colleagues, the professor started to do dress up and wear fashionable clothes to attend parties. That's how "reference group" affects the way he dresses.






Question 5






Tom has a time control problem. He could not find an available bus for him to rush to the bar after Chemistry class. The woman came up with two solutions. One is to delay the working hours and the other is to go to work by bike. Personally, I prefer the latter solution. Postponing the working time means that the man has to get home after midnight, and he will feel exhausted to attend the morning class. Probably he will miss the next morning's class. Also, he can ride a bike to go to work at least in three seasons in a year, and that will solve most of the problem.






Question 6






The lecture talks about the definition of carnivorous plants and introduces two types of preying methods: active and passive. Active preying method is applied by plants like the Venus fly. They have two oval lobes on the end of their leaves, where there are three trigger hairs. The lobes wrap the insect tightly when it touches the trigger hairs. Then, some digestive enzymes will be released to decompose the insect's body.The pitcher plant is an excellent example of the passive trap. The plant has tall leaves, and when insects enter the top of a leaf, the slippery plant that points downward would direct the insect further and further into the center. Eventually, the insect will fall into the water at the bottom and drown to death.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Have you seen the notice that the school newspaper is making some changes? It will eliminate the international section from the paper.






W:


Sure, and we even had a discussion about it in the dorm. All of us think it is a wise decision.






M:


Why do you say so? In the new version, we won't have a chance to read global news.






W:


But few people would read the global news in our campus newspaper, because they've already learnt the news from the internet or from other media. Often they just skipped the international part and read the school news only.






M:


I agree. The internet is always the quickest to bring us news.






W:


Yeah, and with the spare room, we can publish more campus news with vivid illustrations.






M:


Will it still be news after we hear about it on campus?






W:


Some news can be heard of in advance, however, they are just scattered pieces of news spread from mouth to mouth. If the newspaper can collect these pieces of news and make some reasonable analysis, students can cut their favorite news and keep them in their pockets to read anytime, anywhere.






Question 4







M:


As mentioned in the textbook, reference group refers to a psychological tendency when people tend to make choices with the reference of some model they admire. I will take my own example to illustrate the point.





When I studied as an art major in college, my classmates around always wore leisure suits, such as T-shirts, jeans and canvas shoes. Affected by this casual style, I spent four-year college life wearing cotton clothes and sneakers. Actually, the whole arts department was following the casual trend and those fancy clothes seem ridiculous to me at that time.





Things have changed since I started my professional job in Chicago, where I met a group of brilliant youngsters. We had a colorful city life in terms of working during workdays and having parties at weekends. All my co-workers would dress up carefully before the parties; women would put up make-up and dress fashionable clothes and even men would spray some men's cologne. Under their influence, I also started to do some dress-up before going to the parties, and those casual clothes have already been tossed into the closet for all time.






Question 5







W:


Hey, Tom, you look worried. What has happened?






M:


I have some time management problems.






W:


Tell me. may be I can come up with some plausible solutions.






M:


Here's the thing, I'm supposed to start my job at a bar at 8 p.m., and there's 30 minutes for me to hurry to the bar because the Chemistry class ends at half past seven.






W:


Then, what's the problem?






M:


The bus schedule has changed and there is no bus available between 7:30 and 8 o'clock. That means I could not arrive at my work place on time.






W:


Why not explain this situation to your boss and delay the work time a little bit?






M:


It may work. However, in that way, I would have to work until the middle of the night and I feel too tired to have the next day's morning course.






W:


That's true. How about riding a bike to the bar? It will be efficient and convenient.






M:


Riding a bike will be a nice choice when we have warm days, however, it will be tough in winter days. When the wind pierced me into the marrow, most of my energy will be lost on the way to work.






Question 6







W:


Carnivorous plants generally grow in areas where the soil lacks nutrients. These plants have adapted themselves to trap insects as food source in order to supplement what they need to grow. Carnivorous plants can be divided into three specific groups. There are plants with passive traps, active traps or those that have both.





Plants that have active traps include the most famous carnivorous plant, the Venus fly trap. The end of the fly trap's leaves looks like two oval lobes joined in the middle. On the surface of each oval lobe, there are three trigger hairs. When an insect lands on the lobe and touches the hairs, the lobes would fold closed around the insect, and its points would form a tiny cage that traps the insect alive. For the trap to be sprung, the trigger hairs must be touched multiple times. That way the plant knows whether what is in the trap is alive. Digestive enzymes are then released into the trap to finish the job.





The pitcher plant is an excellent example of a passive trap. The plant has tall leaves, and water and digestive enzymes collected inside these leaves that form a reservoir at the bottom. Insects can be easily attracted to the plant and they would enter through the top of a leaf. As the insect proceeds down the inside of the leaf, small hairs inside the plant that point downward would direct the insect further and further into the center. What's more, the sides of the leaf are coated with a waxy, slippery substance. Eventually, the insect will fall into the water and drown. As the insect decomposes, it releases nutrients that feed the plant.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the complaint letter.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a zoology class.
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 　Now listen to part of a biology lecture.
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Tips

所有语言都是相通的，口头表达的底子每个人都有，词汇的底子大都也是够用的，我们所要知道的就是英语表达和中文表达的不同之处，即：

1．中文的语言描述相对抽象，英文更注重细节的描写。例如，中文说“电影院里很吵闹”，英文则会表达成“children are crying, old people are coughing and couples are whispering in the cinema.”

2．中文多靠上下文的意思联系句子之间的关系。英文则大都要使用逻辑连接词。

3．中文更倾向于含蓄的表达，有时为了说理有力，甚至用一个故事去引入要叙述的话题。而英文则习惯于单刀直入，开门见山。

Sample Answers


Question 1






My favorite subject is English. I like this subject because I think I have some talents in learning a foreign language. I never deliberately memorize the vocabularies and I can remember the new words well. I am always the first one to answer the teacher's questions in English class. Also, learning English can broaden my horizon. Now I can read international news and watch American movies directly from the U.S. websites. It makes me feel so cool.






Question 2






I agree that children should be required to help with household tasks so long as they are old enough. The first reason is that it is the right time we do something to return our love to our parents. They have been taken care of us all along the way for so many years, and doing some house chores is what we can do to relieve their burden. Also, by doing housework, we can develop life skills and it will benefit us throughout our lifetime. If we choose to study abroad someday, and we even cannot make a simple omelet; that's really a shame!






Question 3






Someone wrote a complaint letter to the school authority to express dissatisfaction towards the school's policy to hold a cultural event outside the dorm and to cancel the school bus. The woman did not agree with the complaint letter. Firstly, students should go to the library to do revision and the library is always the quiet place. She said that was a reasonable choice for most of the students. Also, the woman thought the letter was just exaggerating the seriousness of the situation. The campus is small and it won't take long to go around the campus. Anyway, the school bus can continue to run after a couple of hours when the event is over.






Question 4






Learning by observation is an important advantage. The professor discussed two experiments carried out on octopi to prove that learning by observation is not exclusive to human beings. First, scientists trained an octopus which was rewarded if he bumped into a red ball in a tank and punished if he bumped into a white ball. While he was doing this, the second octopus nextdoor watched each step repeatedly. When the second octopus was placed in the tank with both red and white balls available, he automatically bumped into the red one because he has learned by observation that by doing so he would be rewarded. In a separate experiment, another octopus that observed two times how to open a glass jar solved the problem at the first trial.






Question 5






The woman faces a problem that she can't find a right place to hold a lecture for her business club. The man came up with two solutions: one is to hold the lecture at her house and the other is to book a hotel conference room. Personally, I prefer the latter one. Just as the woman said, because her room is messy and she has no time to clean it up, it will be inappropriate to hold a formal academic lecture there. Also, about the high cost of the hotel booking, the woman can explain the situation to the professor and he may cut some lecture fee so that they can afford the rent. Anyway, some payment is necessary to hold this important lecture.






Question 6






The lecture talks about some in-born abilities of migratory birds to achieve long-distance migration. One important factor is that they can eat sufficient food to store enough energy for a long-distance travel. Some birds can store fuels by doubling their weights in case of a 24-hour flight. Another proficient method is thermal soaring, which means that birds can fly upward more easily with the help of thermals. For example, the bird Argentavis can depend on the energy acquired from the pampas to glide even though it has a large body. Also, the birds will reduce their flapping frequency to save more energy.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Have you read the complaint letter on the school newspaper?






W:


Yes, and I don't think either of the two reasons are convincing.






M:


What made you say so?






W:


The letter said that the noise made outside the dorm would disturb students' study; however, the fact is that most of students choose to study in the school library. In this way, the activity definitely will not affect students' revision at all and the school can gain its reputation by holding this big event. Anyway, library seems to be a quieter place to achieve better learning proficiency.






M:


At least the decision on cancelling the school bus will bring some trouble to our life.






W:


Well, the letter is just making a fuss. It won't be so serious because our campus is so small that it only takes 30 minutes' walk to go around the campus. After all, the cancelation will only be made for a couple of hours and students can continue their normal life right after the end of the event.






M:


I can see where you are.






Question 4







M:


Now we believe that learning by observation is not exclusive to human beings. This conclusion was proven by a series of experiments carried out on octopi. First, scientists were training an octopus. That is, the octopus was rewarded if he bumped into a red ball in a tank while he was punished if he bumped into a white ball. While the first octopus was doing this, the second octopus next-door was allowed to watch repeatedly each step the first one took. When the second octopus was placed in the tank with both red and white balls available, he automatically bumped into the red one because he had learned by observation that by doing so he would be rewarded.





In a separate experiment, another octopus was learning to open a glass jar. The naïve octopus that observed two times the solution of the jar problem, later in isolation, solved the same problem at the first trail without any significant error.





These results suggest that octopi are able to learn fairly rapidly by observing specific performances of the same task.






Question 5







M:


Hi, Jane, you look worried. Is there anything wrong?






W:


Well, I had intended to invite one speaker to give a lecture to my business club; however, the former place we have booked is not available now because the landlord has just changed his mind. I don't know if I can find a suitable place in such a short notice.






M:


Easy, Jane. Why not invite the professor and your club members to your own house? Everyone is familiar with your house and I heard you often get together there.






W:


It is OK for just me and my fellow members. But the professor, he is a very noble scholar with renowned reputation. My messy house really would make him feel embarrassed because it is scattered with daily stuffs everywhere.






M:


Why not just clean it up before his coming?






W:


I don't really have the time to do an inside-out cleaning and I really do not want to leave him a bad impression about our club.






M:


Then, you can have your lecture in a hotel. I know some of the hotels offer conference rooms that are tidy and comfortable.






W:


Not a bad idea. The only problem is that the rent will be very high. Our club has just been organized and I don't want to collect the club fee just two weeks after the last collection.






Question 6







W:


Migration is the regular seasonal journey undertaken by many species of birds. Longdistance migration depends on a multitude of factors: physical, geographical, historical and ecological factors. We will discuss how they are likely to affect migration.





One of the main reasons why birds can fly so long a distance is that they have reserved sufficient energy for a long-distance flight. Any physical movement would involve an energy cost, which is typically taken from stored fuel during long-distance migration. It has been suggested that, in order to prepare for their long journey, most birds would deposit fuel stores before their flights. Some migrants would almost double their body weights by storing fat before migration. The hummingbird weighs only 4.8 grams and can use stored fat to fuel a non-stop, 24-hour flight.





Another effective means of migration is thermal soaring, which means that birds can gain altitude by riding up thermals and convert height advantages into distance by gliding. Argentavis is probably too large a bird to be capable of continuous flapping flight, so they would have extracted energy from the atmosphere for flight, relying on the thermals present on the Argentinean pampas to provide power for soaring. Argentavis is an excellent glider, which could take off by running downhill. What's more, when birds are on their migration journey, they will reduce the flapping frequency to save their energy.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the complaint letter.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a psychology class.
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 　Now listen to part of a business lecture.
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Tips

考生在回答问题时尽量按照总分的结构进行叙述，单刀直入，这也是西方人习惯的表达方式。由一句主题句引出观点，让考官能够清晰地得知叙述的主题，从而为后面的叙述打下良好的基础。考生应该开门见山地回答问题，切入主题，阐明自己的观点，从而为接下来的详细叙述理清层次并节约时间。如果有多余的时间，则可以再增添一句总结的话语，使叙述详尽完整。

Sample Answers


Question 1






The person I really enjoy talking with is my brother Jason. First of all, he is a very humorous person who can tell many jokes to cheer me up when I feel down. I really admire his optimistic character and I am trying to look at everything from the positive side, just like my brother. Also, he often tells me about his travel stories, including his short stay in Southeast Asia and long summer vacation in Miami. I really enjoy the time I spent with my brother Jason.






Question 2






I strongly believe that class discussion can benefit students a lot, in terms of both learning and communication skills. Through class discussion, students can broaden their horizon by listening to different opinions expressed from different perspectives. Anyway, many heads are better than one. Also, we can strengthen our communication skills in this way, because we can learn how to express our ideas persuasively and accept others' opinions selectively. When we make a presentation, debate with other groups and conclude the whole discussion, we can make progress in public speaking.






Question 3






A complaint letter was sent to the school authority to complain about the no-parking policy for freshman students. The woman finds the letter unreasonable, because, first of all, doing part-time jobs will occupy their study time and thus, there is not so much need to drive cars between the campus and the workplace. Also, the woman thinks that students can spend more weekends on campus, so that they can get familiar with their classmates and grow independently as soon as possible. Going home at weekends is not a good choice for first-year students.






Question 4






Subliminal perception is the perception without realizing the existence of a stimulus. The professor uses one experiment to illustrate the effects of this psychological phenomenon. Two groups of volunteers were shown a different picture and the pictures were moving so quickly that nobody could catch the contents. The first group was shown a picture of an angry boy throwing away a piece of cake and the second group was presented a picture of the same boy eating the cake happily. Then both groups were shown slowly and clearly a picture of a boy with no emotion and movements. When these two groups were asked to describe the picture, most of the first group described the boy as angry while majority of the second group depicted him as a lively boy.






Question 5






The woman's problem is that the band she has invited cannot come to the party she is organizing. There are two solutions: the first is to find another band instead and the other is to put off the party to the next weekend. Personally, I prefer the first choice, because students will be busy getting prepared for the final exam and few are likely to spend time for a dancing party. Also, if the woman can invite another school band, which is brilliant and passionate, it will also attract the audiences and rock the whole party tonight.






Question 6






The lecture talks about two basic types of utility in product exchange: form and place. Utility is important in that consumers would give up the deal when they find there is no utility in their target products. To begin with, the utility of form refers to the distinctive features of the products that can satisfy consumer needs. For example, winter coats must be made of leather and feather so that it can help keep warm. Likewise, the design of waterproof coat can protect people against rain while keeping them looking good. Place is the second type of utility. It demands the producers to ensure sufficient product supplies in the right places, and to ensure people in Alaska have easy access to winter coats is a case in point.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Lucy, have you read the complaint letter on our newspaper?






W:


We've just discussed about the letter and found it is a bad idea to make a new change on car policy.






M:


What's your point towards this no-parking policy?






W:


I think it is OK not to park cars on campus. Actually, we don't have so many extra hours to find part-time jobs because first-year students have a lot of academic assignments to do. Driving a car to workplaces is indeed convenient. However, students might not perform well in their study if they do part-time jobs at spare time.






M:


Right! Now I start to get your point. So, we actually need to concentrate on our study.






W:


Of course we do. Another point is that it is not right to go home every week.






M:


I agree with you.






W:


We should spend more time on how to socialize with other people and adapt to campus life as quickly as possible. Always going home would do no good to help us grow mature and independent.






Question 4







M:


Here we go. Subliminal perception is the perception without realizing the existence of a stimulus. Sounds appealing, right? In other words, it is like we feel what we don't see. However, the effects of subliminal perception on people are even more interesting to observe.





Here is an experiment to demonstrate the effects of subliminal perception on people. Two groups of volunteers participated in the test. Both groups were shown a different picture at first. The picture for the first group described an angry boy who was throwing away a piece of cake. However, the picture shown to the second group portrayed the same boy who was eating a piece of cake happily. The pictures were moving so quickly that neither group had enough time to catch the contents. That is to say, the volunteers had no idea of what they saw on the pictures. Then, another picture was presented slowly and clearly to both groups. In this picture, the boy showed completely no emotion and no movement.





Finally, the participants of both groups were required to describe the potential character of the boy in the third picture to researchers. There came the funny part. Most people in the first group tended to comment on the boy's character as negative, while the majority in the second group depicted the boy as someone with a positive character.






Question 5







W:


Oh, no! You know what? The band I have invited to tonight's dancing party is not gonna come. What can I do?






M:


Take it easy, Laura. Tell me what has happened?






W:


You know I'm the organizer of tonight's dancing party, and the guest band "Golden Age "just cancelled our show because they can't be sure whether they could arrive on time after another performance in Los Angles.






M:


Well, do you really need the band?






W:


I think we do need to have a rock band in the performance. Maybe I can find another band to take place of "Golden Age", and that will make the party complete.






M:


But we love "Golden Age"!






W:


You are right; no band can be as popular as "Golden Age" to attract student audiences. Maybe I can reschedule the party to next week, when "Golden Age" is available to give us a wonderful show.






M:


Next week? Don't we have the final exam then?






W:


Oh yes, every body must be getting prepared to the final exam and no one would come to the show. What can I do?






Question 6







W:


The exchange process of products creates Utility. Utility is the satisfaction, value, or usefulness a user receives from a product or a service. The whole purchase process will end if the consumer finds no utility in his target products. Two basic types of utility are given to provide consumer satisfaction and enjoyment. They are form and place.





The utility of form means that the target products should have distinctive features to satisfy customer needs. For example, in the winter, consumers prefer buying winter coats that are made of fur, feather or leather and the appearance must look warm and durable. Also, there are some clothes that have special functions to meet special consumer needs. The popularity of the waterproof coat in England simply indicates that people like to wear it to keep rain out while keeping a sense of fashion.





The second type of utility is place, which means that producers must make sure the product is accessible in places where people really have the shopping impulse. For instance, if the winter coats are in plenty supply in Alaska, the sales must be successful because everyone in Alaska needs top quality winter coat to fend off the chill all year round. In contrast, ensuring the supply of winter coat is useless in tropical islands because all they really need are a red bikini and a pair of sandals.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a pedagogy class.
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 　Now listen to part of a zoology lecture.
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Tips

Make it NATURAL, pauses, such as "well","urn", and "you know", are advisable, but don't do it too much.





CORRECT your mistakes as soon as you find out, for example, "... I really like standing in, I mean, ON the mountain,”（I know it's a bad example. What I'm trying to clarify is that it is OK to make mistakes, but you gotta correct it once you made it.）so the examiner would not count down your score.

Sample Answers


Question 1






Many years have passed, but till today, I still could not forget the challenging experience when I successfully found my first job as a journalist. You know I have dreamed to be a journalist since I was a child. And I went to study journalism in a university because of that. But when I graduated, I found it was very difficult for a female to be a journalist nowadays, for the job is really a tough one. But I overcame it by proving I could persist in the tough work no less than men, and then I got it. I wrote articles critically and always accepted new ideas around the world. I am proud of my achievements in news press.






Question 2






From my perspective, I totally agree with the statement that people are never too late to receive university education to get a degree. I have two reasons for holding my opinion. First of all, from university we can learn a lot. Besides the knowledge from the textbooks, we also learn skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving and communication skills. With these knowledge and skills we can survive in today's fierce job market and get a satisfying job after graduation. What's more, we can meet new people who are important human resources for us to have a better career. We can cooperate with each other so to succeed in the future. Those classmates we met in college can become our future human resources for many years. So, all in all, I agree with this statement.






Question 3






The university is putting limit on the amount of printing papers used in the computer lab. Because students complain about the waste of papers and the printers often get stuck with papers. However, the woman doesn't stand up for the policy made by the university. First, she argues that students never intentionally waste papers. They actually can't tell what's the most useful or important resource before printing. So they just print out everything in case they don't miss anything important. Also, she points out that the current printing machines are outdated and can not work properly, and that is why papers often get stuck in the machine. If the old equipments are upgraded to a more efficient one, there would be no more breakdowns due to frequent usage.






Question 4






The lecture talks about one child education strategy: advancing crediting, which suggests giving children encouragement after they conduct certain behavior, in order to help them form proper social behavior. The speaker cites one experiment to illustrate this theory: some primary students were chosen and were distributed candies to each together in a room. Without any warning beforehand, the tester wanted to see how many students can put candy wrappers in the dustbin, and the result was that most kids just littered the wrappers on the ground. Then, the teacher praised those children who threw the wrappers in the dustbin and regarded them as good kids. Several days later, when the same experiment was done again, most children chose to put wrappers in the dustbin, and that was how the experiment effectively proves the theory "advancing crediting".






Question 5






The girl has a class presentation, but the classroom is at the other side of the campus and she has only 10 minutes left. Plus, it is raining outside and she doesn't have an umbrella with her. The boy gives her two suggestions. First, he will lend an umbrella to the girl, but she needs to wait him to collect one. Second, he also suggests her to run away to the class without an umbrella. Personally speaking, I think the girl needs to run to the classroom right away, because she will miss her presentation if she waits for the umbrella. She may get wet with poor image for presentation but she can give her presentation on time. This is more important than whether she gets drenched or not. Anyway, she might want to find some pieces of cloth or plastic bag to wrap up her bag and herself from getting wet.






Question 6






The lecture is mainly about two animal defense behaviors, fooling predators and misleading, to avoid being eaten by predators. Two examples of a snake are given to help further explain these defense strategies. First, when facing threats, snakes often pretend to look more dangerous than they actually are. They become bigger in the part of its head and move fast, trying to bite predators. In fact, they don't really want to bite since their mouth is closed when they move. But snakes try to fool the predators and scare them away. If the first strategy doesn't work due to the persistence of the predator, then another strategy called misleading is applied. The snake will pretend to be dead and hope to be ignored by predator. The snake lies down to the ground, with belly upwards and mouth open, to mislead predators into believing the snake is dead. Since most predators are not interested in dead meat, they would run away for another meal. After few minutes, the snake wakes up and survives for another day.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Can you believe this? The computer lab is putting a limit on the usage of printing paper.






M:


I heard that many students write letters to complain about the waste of paper in the lab.






W:


Oh, they just don't see where the real problem is. It is not our real intention to waste paper, at least not deliberately. It is because students don't have a clear sense as for how to make use of their learning material. After downloading materials from the internet, students can not tell which are useful and which are not. In case they miss some important documents, they just print all documents out.






M:


You are right. Students don't have the time and the ability to immediately decide which resources are needed to be printed and which not. However, the printer often meets jams when printing frequently.






W:


The malfunction of the printer is due to the fact that our printer is too old to work smoothly. If a new printer was installed, there wouldn't be so many jams as we have at present.






Question 4







M:


Yes, as a child education strategy, advancing crediting has been proved to be quite useful, especially in kids' enlightening period. This strategy is better used after a child conducts certain behavior, and this kind of after-the-event compliment can help children form proper social behavior and good manners.





There is an example of advancing crediting, which I often show to my students: in the 1980s, a group of scientists in North America had conducted an experiment in a primary school in order to test the effects of "advancing crediting" on child development and some children were randomly chosen for this psychology experiment. At the beginning, scientists put these children in a certain room and handed out candies to each student. The aim was to see how many of them would put wrappers in the dustbin and how many just litter on the ground without any instruction in advance. The result was that most of children dropped candy wrappers on the ground while only a few put wrappers in the dustbin. Then, the teachers were told to praise those properly behaved kids and regarded these kids as clean and good kids who can protect the environment. Several days later, when the same experiment was conducted among these kids, most children can throw the garbage in the dustbin.






Question 5







M:


Hi Lucy, I haven't seen you for quite a while. So what are you doing in the library?






W:


Hi Jim, I have just realized that I am in hurry to do a presentation, but the classroom is at the other side of the campus and I have only 10 minutes left. I have to go now.






M:


Just calm down Lucy. It is raining outside. Did you bring umbrella with you?






W:


God, I left it on my way to school this morning. What should I do right now?






M:


Don't worry Lucy, let's figure it out together. I have an umbrella in my locker in the gym. I can lend my umbrella to you. Would you stay here and wait for me?






W:


That's very nice of you, Jimmy. I really appreciate it, but the gym is too far away from here. I can't wait any longer, or else I will be late for my presentation.






M:


Ok, if that is the case I would say you might want to spin right to the class building, then you won't be late.






W:


Come on! It sounds like a heavy shower on me. Of course, I can be there on time, but my cloth, textbooks, and notes will definitely be drenched all over.






Question 6







W:


Many animal species such as lizards, insects, fish, and snakes have evolved camouflage defenses to deter attack from their predators by visual, auditory or other means. Today, we are going to introduce two other common behaviors applied by animals to protect themselves from distinct predators. The strategies of these prey defenses are known as fooling predator and misleading.





Animals are attacked by predators and in response they have evolved a variety of defenses from being venerable to death. One of these behaviors is to fool the predator, which means to deceive predators into believing that danger is imminent for a few moments while the preys make their getaway. For example, snakes use several tactics to fool predators, usually starting with acting tougher than they really are. When threatened, a snake will pretend to strike out at its enemy by making its body look much larger and moving fast and trying to bite the predator. This might look very scary and scare off the predator, because they believe the snake is about to attack. But all of this is nothing more than a bluff.





This great acting is enough to fool many animals into looking elsewhere for a meal, but if the predator is persistent, the snake then tries its next trick, rolling onto its back and playing dead. This defense strategy of deterring predators is called misleading. At this point, some truly amazing things happen. The snake will open its mouth and lets its tongue hang out in order to show it that it is dying before its enemies. Many predators aren't interested in eating such a smelly meal; they will run away. All it can do now is lie motionless on its back and wait until the danger has passed. Then the snake will live another day.





These incredible behaviors are commonly applied by many animal species to protect themselves when facing danger.
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Tips

Your answer should be as SPECIFIC as possible. You need to stick to a point UNTIL you finish it, have done with it, and need never return to it again.





The key to score high is to make each point WELL-DEVELOPED, and that DOES NOT mean you need to make as much points as you can, two would be great. Truth and REASONABLE LIES are totally acceptable.

Sample Answers


Question 1






I want to learn how to play the piano if possible. First of all, playing the piano can help me forget daily troubles and I really get enraptured by those beautiful melodies. These classical works can bring me a peaceful mind to tolerate unfair things and a positive mind to start a brand new day. Also, playing a piece of classical masterpiece can bring me a lot of confidence, and it must be great to play some well-known songs in front of my friends and relatives. I really admire those famous pianists who can play Chopin and Haydn smoothly and elegantly. How wonderful it is to be a pianist!






Question 2






I think that the use of a mobile phone should be forbidden in some places, for example, library. The most common reason for people going to a library is to find a quiet environment to read their favorite books without being interrupted. But if you receive a phone call in the library or just send out messages, the mobile phone will ring. This noise will surely interrupt others in the library. And I do not think it is very polite.






Question 3






The school art department decided to reduce the student number of the sculpture class because in this way, students can pay more attention to the teacher and the class funds can be saved at the same time. The woman totally disagreed with the school decision for the following two reasons: firstly, she thought that the school shouldn't deprive the students'right to attend the class and this is more unacceptable than not paying attention on the class. Also, students are willing to pay for the relevant material because they think it crucial to their art performance. All in all, reducing the student number will be harmful for students' development.






Question 4






Process explanation means describing some projects that can be decomposed into several procedures. There are two types of process explanation: directive explanation and informational explanation. The professor uses two real-life stories to illustrate these two types of explanation. When he found that he could not input the name into the phone, his friend Tom demonstrated the procedure sequentially, and this directive method successfully taught the professor how to solve the problem. However, when he saw a TV program explaining the basic principle of transmitting signals between cell phone users, he found that this kind of informational explanation did not benefit himself when actually using the phone.






Question 5






The woman had a difficult situation where she couldn't manage her tutoring work and midterm study at the same time. The man offered her two suggestions: the first was to reduce the tutoring frequency and the second was to find her roommate to replace her. Personally, I prefer the second solution because, as the woman said, cutting the tutoring hours will have negative effects on the students' learning performance, especially during the preparation for the examination. Also, her roommate might develop a good relationship with the girl and she will have sufficient time to tutor students since she has already finished some papers.






Question 6






The lecture mainly talks about two approaches to make paintings more perspective and realistic during the Renaissance period. The first approach is to project images by using optical devices, such as camera or concave mirrors. These lens can fill in the colors or shadings, which were used even earlier than the appearance of the microscope and the telescope. The second revolution was the paint oils. The new oil dries slowly and it can keep its color longer than before. Also, the blended paint can make vivid shadows to suggest three-dimensional form. All these elements make paintings more and more perspective.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Can you believe this? They are cutting the number of students in each art class, and that will be a total disaster.






M:


What made you say so?






W:


Well, sculpture is so important for students majoring in art that they would like to choose the class even if not paid so much attention from the teacher. However, the new regulation will deprive many art students' privilege to choose the class they want.






M:


I can see where you are. The announcement claimed that we cannot focus on the study with too many students around.






W:


That will be still better than not having any chance to attend the course at all.






M:


They are making this policy also because they want to save more money for future needs.






W:


What a ridiculous excuse! The course is crucial for us and everyone is willing to pay for supplementary materials so long as we really need them. Simply cutting the student number will definitely make students feel unfair. We can be satisfied simply when we have the right to attend the class.






Question 4







M:


So we've been discussing the concept and categorization of process explanation. Now, I will share you with my personal life story to illustrate these two types of process explanation. Recently, I've bought a new cell phone. However, I found that I couldn't store the telephone number of my contacts into the address book. My friend Tom came over to me and demonstrated how to perform the task step by step. I learnt how to open the address book and type into the number and the name afterwards and the last step was to push the button "Save" on the screen. I followed his instruction carefully and successfully stored the information. This is a good example to show how direct process explanation works.





Another thing happened a few days later. One night, I saw a television program introducing how the cell phone worked basically. It explained how the signal was transmitted from one phone to another, and the answer was by antennas and satellites. From that show, I could understand the fundamental rules of how mobile phones work. However, I could not get any idea about the directions for how to use it. This informational explanation benefits me theoretically, not practically.






Question 5







M:


Hi, Lisa. Haven't seen you for ages. How are you doing recently?






W:


I have a quite busy life. Right now, I'm tutoring a high school girl physics, twice a week, and the girl's grades have already improved, but my mid-term exam and several papers are coming soon. I'm afraid I cannot manage these tasks simultaneously and this term is my last term, which means I wouldn't have any other chances to make it up if I failed.






M:


Take it easy, Lisa. Why don't you go tutoring less often, like twice a month? In this way, you can have more time for learning and reviewing your course.






W:


I have thought about that before but the girl needs my tutoring at least twice a week because she is preparing for her own exam too, and I don't want to influence her due to my own personal reasons.






M:


Well, how about finding someone to replace you? I heard your roommate had already finished her paper work for the mid-term exam.






W:


Yes, indeed. However, she is tutoring another student right now and two will be too many for her. Also, my student is a shy girl who rarely talks to people she doesn't know. It will take a long time for her to get used to a new teacher.






Question 6







W:


Before the Renaissance, paintings appeared flat and lack luster, without real depth or dimension. But after the Renaissance, several methods were used that helped the paintings look more perspective and realistic.





One of the effective approaches is the optical devices to project images used as early as 1425, like the camera or concave mirrors. Useful as it is as a tool, a lens can arrange a composition, fill in the colors or shadings, or make many other artistic decisions that are needed to create a painting. It meant that artists began using optical lenses even earlier than scientists did: the microscope and telescope weren't invented until the 1590s.





The second change was that artists began using one special kind of paint oils. It dried very slowly, allowing artists to mix larger batches of paint and keep it for more than one painting session. Slow drying paint can also be carefully blended to make soft, seamless shadows necessary for the modeling that suggests three-dimensional form. The oil in oil paint made pigments translucent, allowing artists to apply colors in generating glowing colors. All these properties made it especially good for drawing details, from soft feathers to dazzling glass, making the painting more perspective.
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Tips

Practice wherever you can and whenever you can. Any practice is good, whether you speak to someone who is a native English speaker or not.

随时随地练习口语。





It's important to build your confidence. If possible, use simple English sentence structure that you know is correct, so that you can concentrate on getting your message across.

以表达清晰为主，句型多样化为次。

Sample Answers


Question 1






Meeting people and making friends can be challenging sometimes. However, it doesn't have to be so hard. I have my own approach to make friends. First, I believe that people like to know they're being heard and that their ideas are appreciated. By being a good listener, you let others know that you value what they have to say and can show them respect. Second, keeping eye contact and asking questions about what they are saying are also important ways to make friends. This will ensure the conversation goes well and builds up mutual trust between you and your new friends.






Question 2






It is very important to remember the past and learn things from it, especially the mistakes. Making mistakes can be a painful experience for you and others, but it's part of being human and will ultimately help you develop your character, self-awareness and understanding for others. Also, whether you're an average guy or a world leader, past experiences can provide you with more opportunities.






Question 3






A student wrote a letter that proposes paving the running trails with cement, because the current sandy trails get muddy after raining, and a cement track would look better. The man dislikes the proposal because the cement trail would hurt runners' bones and joints during long-distance running. Also, the sandy trails are comfortable and keep runners close to nature. More students would enjoy the soft, pliant path, and relax much more easily.






Question 4






Experimental effect is an interesting phenomenon which happens when performing experiments. A researcher's expectations tend to affect the process and outcome of the experiment. For example, two groups of monkeys were trained to pick up balls and put them into boxes. The monkeys have the same level of intelligence, but the researchers were told the monkeys in the first group are smarter than those in the second group. Later, the experiment showed that the first group fulfilled the task two hours faster than the second group. The reason for such an outcome is that the researchers spent more effort on and gave more encouragement to the first group because they believed the monkeys in the group were more intelligent than the other group.






Question 5






The woman was about to play a concert with her white shirt. But the shirt was stained by spaghetti source, and she can't wear it anymore. Faced with this problem, she has three solutions. First, she can go home to wash it or change into another shirt. Second, she can also wear an off-white shirt and hope the audience will not notice. Third, she can borrow a shirt from her roommate. I think the second option is better, because the concert is about to start in one hour, and the shirt won't dry if she washes it. And she doesn't have time to buy another one, either. However, wearing an off-white shirt might be the best solution in this situation since there is no other way out.






Question 6






According to the lecture, birds in the natural world have better vision than human beings because of the position of their eyes. Some birds, like hawks, have eyes on the front of their skull, so this eye position allows them to judge distance and change speed accurately when hunting for food. Other birds, like ducks, have eyes on either side of the skull. With this kind of eye position, they are more alert towards approaching enemies and can avoid danger.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Look! A student is trying to convince the school to pave the running trails with cement. More students would enjoy jogging on the new trails if the school follows the suggestion.






M:


You really think this idea is great? That would be the most ridiculous decision the school has ever made if they follow through with it.






W:


Why do you say so?






M:


You don't jog, do you? The surface of a cement trail would be very hard. In long-term running, runners' bones and joints will be injured easily by the hard surface. The hard surface won't be as safe as they say; the sand trails are probably better.






W:


Maybe you are right. But at least we can have nice looking running trails.






M:


Come on! You're concerned with what's probably the least important part. A cement surface may look good, but runners would be far from relaxed. They would be unable to enjoy the nature around them.






W:


Yeah, that is true.






Question 4







M:


Let's talk about experimental effect today. Generally speaking, people mostly behave as expected. If we expect people to be friendly, they are more likely to be so than if we expect them to be hostile, and we treat them accordingly. Therefore, researchers can affect the outcome of experiments, biasing them in the direction of whatever their expectations are.





Here is one example: two groups of monkeys were given training in a method of putting balls into the boxes. The researchers were told that the monkeys in the first group had higher IQ than the monkeys in the second group. However, in fact the monkeys were of similar intelligence, which was unknown to the researchers.





Later, the researchers trained these monkeys to pick balls and put them into the boxes. The results turned out that the first group did the task two hours faster than the second group. This way, the monkeys in the first group "proved" to be more intelligent than those in the second group. The reason behind that outcome was that the researchers were more enthusiastic and patient with the first group. The monkeys of that group received more smiles and encouragement than those in the second group.






Question 5







M:


Hi, Lucy. What happened to your shirt?






W:


Oh, there's a spaghetti sauce stain on it. I can't wear it this today.






M:


That happens sometimes. Don't worry; you can go home, wash it, and change into something else.






W:


No way. I am about to perform in a production in one hour, and I was supposed to wear a white shirt in the play. I don't think I have time left to wash it or buy a new one.






M:


Right, if you only have one hour before the show, then it is a serious problem. Here's a solution — do you have any shirts which are not exactly white, but off-white? You can explain to your director and see if he or she would allow you to wear that one.






W:


Yeah, I have one, and our director says that we can wear an off-white shirt in an emergency. I'd be totally embarrassed, though, the audience might see it and think it's strange.






M:


If that's the case, you may want to borrow a white shirt from your roommate. How's your relationship with your roommate?






W:


I am not sure if she can lend me one. Plus, I have never borrowed something from my roommate. On top of that, she's out of town and I can't reach her right now. I definitely don't want to take something of hers without permission. She'd get angry about that.






M:


This is a tough question.






Question 6







W:


Look around you; you probably think you see the world pretty clearly. It is hard for us to imagine an animal like a bird seeing better than we do, but many do. Birds depend on vision to hunt prey and avoid predators. The positions of their eyes are extremely important for their survival. The position of a bird's eyes has two types of configurations, according to biologists.





The first type of position is where the eyes are in the front of the skull, just like human eyes. Birds with such an eye position have accurate sight to find food. For example, hawks can see a tiny mouse from miles away. They can judge distance and change speed to accurately catch prey. Other birds' eyes are placed on either side of the skull. This type of position enables birds to watch approaching predators from both sides and avoid attacks from predators. Ducks are a kind of bird with such an eye position. This allows them to always be cautious towards any approaching dangers from predators like a fox, and avoid their bites at the last second.
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Tips

Try to experiment with the English you know. Use words and phrases you know in new situa-tions. Native English speakers are more likely to correct you if you use the wrong word than if you use the wrong grammar. Experimenting with vocabulary is a really good way of getting feedback.





Try to respond to what people say to you. You can often get clues to what people think by looking at their body language. Respond to them in a natural way.

Sample Answers


Question 1






Well, as far as I am concerned, I would like to spend time with my grandma. This is for several reasons. First of all, my grandma was a diplomat, and she is proficient in three different foreign languages: English, Japanese, and French. Thus, I often ask her what approaches she took when she was learning so many different languages, especially English, since I am preparing for the TOEFL. In addition, I would ask her how she got through the difficulties she faced, including massive pressure derived from work as well as the challenges of daily life. She always tells me that the struggle is difficult, as it involves not only hard work but loneliness and depression as well. We need to adapt ourselves and keep on fighting until the end. Her encouragement gives me confidence and the strength to persevere. In conclusion, I would like to talk with my grandma regularly.






Question 2






Well, I think it is necessary for students to learn in a peaceful place. First of all, the quiet enviroment will help students focus and force them to devote more attention to their homework, especially on math. Thus, it enhances the effectiveness of their study and learning. In addition, my bedroom is so quiet. Because of this, I enjoy writing in a diary to record the difficult questions encountered in the day or the feelings toward certain things and events. That is, the place is so peaceful that nobody could ever bother me. Those are the reasons why I think students need to learn in a peaceful place.






Question 3






The university requires all literature majors to write a research thesis before they can graduate. This should help students build up a strong academic background for graduate study. The male student likes the policy because students can have the experience of writing a long research thesis, which is a good preparation for more professional research. Also, students can benefit from the guidance of advisors and work to produce a sophisticated thesis.






Question 4






Bidirectional communication is a connection between parents and their children. The lecture tells us how this kind of communication works. For example, Max is a six-monthold baby. He likes to smile and talk with his parents all the time. In turn, his parents provide him with care and love. The feedback from both Max and his parents continues to strengthen their relationship.






Question 5






The man is organizing a poetry activity at a coffee shop, but the space there is limited and cannot hold too many people. The woman gives him two solutions to this problem. She suggests that he divide the people into two groups that will attend the party at different times. Also, the man can change the place to the larger lecture hall. I prefer the second solution because a lecture hall will be big enough to hold many people. The man won't need to divide two groups and thus disappoint the participants.






Question 6






A pheromone is a form of chemical communication used by certain animals, and it serves two purposes: marking location and attracting mates. For example, insects such as bees release chemical substances as scent markers to indicate paths from their home to food and other important locations. Also, chemical signals are released by certain animals to indicate their readiness to mate. For example, the female moth releases a kind of chemical with a scent that attracts male moths and signals her availability to mate.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Hi, Mark. Did you hear the news that all senior literature majors have to write a research thesis ?to gra-duate?






M:


Yes, a student from literature department has just told me about it.






W:


What do you think about this policy, then?






M:


I think it's great. It's true that I have written a lot of papers and gained some research skills, but we don't have any experience writing a long research thesis, which could be challenging, and we need more practice doing professional academic research.






W:


Yeah, I totally agree with you. Writing a research thesis is a good preparation for graduate studies.






M:


That's true. Also, we have an advisor to talk to; this is another part I like about the policy. We don't normally have advisors to help with our papers. But this time, with the guidance from an advisor, we'll be able to find the problems and shortcomings of our thesis and eventually produce one with high quality.






W:


That's absolutely right! I believe we are capable of writing a sophisticated thesis. Now is a time to prove our ability.






Question 4







M:


Let's start today's lecture. I am sure you all have read the definition of "bidirectional communication" from your text. But how exactly does this kind of communication work between parents and their kids? I will show you an example to help you understand this concept. Let's say … two parents have a baby named Max who is only six months old. Max is a lovely boy and people always see a big smile on his face. He loves to talk and communicate with his parents. Max's pleasant behavior brings him smiles and tender loving care and embraces from his parents. Max loves the feedback from his parents as well and the feedback will continue to reinforce a closer relationship between Max and his parents.






Question 5







M:


Hello, Marley. What are you doing here?






W:


I am waiting for my roommate to go shopping. How have you been? You look pretty busy these days. Your schedule seems pretty full.






M:


I am about to organize a poetry activity at a coffee shop. So far, 20 students have responded to sign up for the party.






W:


Really? I love poetry. Want me to join?






M:


That would be great if you can come. But the problem is that there's not enough space in the coffee shop to hold so many people. It's been bugging me all day, and I haven't thought of a solution.






W:


You might want to divide the participants into two groups, with ten in each. One group goes this first time, and the second group does it next time. How does that sound?






M:


It would be a solution, and help deal with the space situation. I'm just worried that the second group would be disappointed, and not bother to show up next time.






W:


I understand. Why don't you change the venue to the lecture hall instead? If you try it that way, I bet everybody could come.






M:


Oh great! Thanks, Marley. But the first thing is that I need to call the school and book the lecture hall immediately. I've got to go. Talk to you later.






W:


Good luck! I will see you at the party.






Question 6







W:


A pheromone is a specific chemical released by animals to communicate and initiate response among the members of same species. It plays a very important role in the lives of many species because animals use their scent to mark location and attract mates.





Chemical substances released by individual bees into the hive or environment are a good example to show how the pheromone, namely the smell, can help identify location. Each time when honeybees search for food, those who stay in the hive mark the hive locations by scent. Therefore, the bees searching for food outside can follow the signal and find their way home. The powerful marker pheromones help bees mark location.





Also, chemical communication among species can help attract mates. It is well-known that many female insects such as moths lure mates by releasing a form of perfume. They do it by opening a scent gland, allowing the sex attractant pheromone to evaporate into the air. Male moths are drawn by the scent that serves as a signal that shows the female moths are ready to mate.
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Tips

Try not to translate from or into your own language. This takes too much time and will make you more hesitant.





If you forget a word, do what native English speakers do all the time, and say things that "fill" the conversation. This is better than being completely silent. Try using "um" or "er", if you forget the word.

Sample Answers


Question 1






The Internet has spread worldwide, which has many important effects on modern life. As a student, I think the Internet has the most significant effect on my studies. Using the Internet saves me a lot of time. For example, with a click of the mouse, I can get maybe ten thousand pages of useful information from the search engine Google. The click takes me only a split second. But if I want to get the same amount of information by reading academic books, I bet it would take me at least several months.






Question 2






I prefer to go to a university in a new city, especially a large city, because I am from a small town. The most common reason to study is to find a good job, and there are much more job opportunities in big cities than in the small towns. If I study in the city, I can have a parttime job while studying, and seize the opportunity to work there after I graduate from university. Moreover, jobs in big cities can offer better salaries. That's why I prefer to study in a city rather than study in my hometown.






Question 3






A student proposed that the school should create a new magazine for psychology students, because it will encourage more students to publish their thesis papers and articles so that other students can learn from them. The female student agrees with the proposal because the magazine improves students' knowledge and reinforces their understanding of psychology. It is especially beneficial to those who want to apply for graduate studies in psychology. Also, the articles published offer a professional guide for younger students who can learn how to write academic papers.






Question 4






Image advertisement has been widely applied by many business entities to promote sales of their goods and services. For example, a cookie company uses a big bear character to attract people, especially children, because children like bears and are entertained by them. Even though there is no relationship between bears and cookies because bears do not eat cookies, this character can still imprint in people's brains. Therefore, this product may experience better sales than its competitors.






Question 5






The woman locked herself out of her dorm room, but the worst thing is that she was in a hurry to finish her paper, which is due tomorrow morning. There are two possible solutions for her. She can go to the library and check out relevant books to finish her paper or she can find her roommate and get the key. Personally speaking, I would choose the second solution, because all of the most important references are locked in her dorm, and she needs these documents to complete her paper — not the books in the library. Also, finding her roommate for the key is a shortcut. Doing this won't take her too long.






Question 6






Some species like birds possess navigational ability which allows them to travel long distances. For example, wild ducks migrate at night and navigate by their sight. They orient themselves by looking at different groups of stars and thus fly in the right direction. Moreover, some species like salmon travel by smell. They remember the scent released from the soil or plants in the stream of river; therefore, they can find their home and lay their eggs after having left years ago.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Hi, Ivan. I just came back from the psychology department. Did you hear that a student proposed that the university should start a psychology magazine and allow psychology majors to write articles for it?






M:


Yeah, so what's the big deal about it?






W:


Do you think this would be just some ordinary magazine anyone can write for? Most students studying psychology will continue to pursue their studies for a Master's degree. Many professional academic articles and papers published on the magazine will allow students to learn more and improve their understanding of psychology, and it's especially beneficial for students who want to apply to graduate school.






M:


I see. I didn't realize it before, but looking at it that way, it's good news.






W:


Also, the magazine can also benefit first-year students.






M:


Why first-year students? Explain that a little bit.






W:


The articles and papers will show the freshmen how to organize academic papers and use relevant resources. Since they haven't had any research experience, the magazine will be a good example and a source to reinforce their paper-writing ability.






M:


You are definitely right. They need professional guidance on the way to success in their studies.






Question 4







M:


In today's lecture, let's talk about how the two functions of image advertisement help promote sales of goods and services. Here is an example. A cookie company can design and emboss a shape, theme or color to recreate any logo or image on a cookie in order to attract those who want something special, especially children. A cookie designed with a big bear character dancing or doing other funny moves can be very attractive to children. Because the designers of image advertising find three to six-year-old children have special interest in bears or something with bear characters, they make bear character to entertain their potential customers, the children. In reality, we all know that bears and cookies have no relationship since bears don't regularly eat cookies. However, the bear character does imprint in people's brains thanks to the bear image advertising applied by the cookie company.






Question 5







M:


Hey there, what's bothering you?






W:


Gosh! I am locked out of my room and the key is inside the room. The worst thing is that I am in a hurry to finish my sociology paper, which I'm supposed to turn in tomorrow morning.






M:


I see. It won't be that bad. Right now is finals season, and the library is open 24 hours. You can find whatever materials you need for your research in the library. I am sure you will submit your paper on time.






W:


I don't doubt that I can find the sources I need in the library. But the thing is that most of my relevant books and references are in my dorm. I marked off all the important information in the books and jotted down notes on my draft.






M:


I know what you mean. It happens sometimes. I used to lock myself out but I always got the key from my roommate. I know you are living in a double room, so you probably want to find your roommate and get the key.






W:


Oh, that's right. But she's rehearsing for a concert tomorrow, and I'm afraid to interrupt her to get the key from her.






Question 6







W:


The long-distance navigational abilities of animals have fascinated humans for centuries and challe nged scientists for decades. During distant migrations, animals navigate by two ways: by sight or by smell.





Some species like birds travel or migrate by sight, especially at night since most of them cannot migrate during the day. Therefore, birds develop a star compass capability when they are quite young. They use stars as a visual cue to determine compass directions. For example, wild ducks living in America are typical night-migrating birds. They learn and orient themselves while flying by many parts of the sky, rather than using information supplied by any single star. Different spatial relationships among the stars can help them distinguish their flying direction.





In addition to the ability of sight navigation, some species like salmon possess an astonishing ability to travel long distance by smell. Salmon migrate vast distances by following scent released from plants or soil in the river. Therefore, they swim back to their birthplace, even years later, to reproduce or lay their eggs in their home territory. In this way, salmon depends on unique smells or chemicals released from materials in the river to travel.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a sociology class.
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Question 6
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 　Now listen to part of a geology lecture.
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Tips


用词从简，句型从多






在作答过程中，用词不要太大，尽量简单化，能够准确地表达意思即可，千万不要使用那些连自己都拿不准的词。然而表达法应尽量做到多样化，甚至可以用不同的句型重复同一句话，这样不但可以起到拖延时间的作用，还可以很好地强调重点。我们必须经常练习如何使用不同的句型说同样的一句话。

Sample Answers


Question 1






I have two methods to get better grades. First, I usually have a prepared objective and focus for my study even before class begins. Therefore, I am able to concentrate in class and catch the important points during the professor's lecture. After all, extensive preparation gives me a better understanding of the subject. Also, I am always fully involved in all kinds of group studies. So I express my opinions briefly in the tutorial, have a discussion with my classmates（because other people's ideas sometimes can be inspiring）, appreciate the learning process, and become fully engrossed in what the teacher has said.






Question 2






I usually don't have a specific goal in mind when I go shopping. Instead I prefer to go wandering around and window-shopping, because going shopping is relaxing and helps me know the latest and greatest fashions. This way, I can keep up with fashion and look at an array of beautiful products. It's actually quite a fun and satisfying experience. Also, shopping relieves me from stress. I might not need to buy anything, but browsing through the aisles after a stressful day is quite relaxing.






Question 3






The university has decided to split the graduation ceremony into a two-day event, because the ceremony takes too long due to the increasing number of students. Also, the auditorium is much too small when filled with more students and their guests. It seems that the woman doesn't like the policy, and she gives two solutions to help out the situation. She says the school should reduce the length of the ceremony or the number of guests should be restricted to six people that each student can invite.






Question 4






The reading passage talks about the term "cultural lag". It means it often takes quite some time for people to accept a new technological invention. The lecture gives us one example to illustrate this social phenomenon: that is, public attitude towards the invention of the telephone. It happened in 1876, when Bell displayed his telephone to the public. However, American people had many doubts towards this newfangled gadget. One of the main concerns was that they felt strange talking with someone without seeing each other. Other people claimed that it was impolite to talk to someone older or superior without seeing his face. However, as time passed, people put away their doubts and nearly the world started to use the telephone. The so-called "cultural lag", therefore, disappeared naturally.






Question 5






The man is about to work on a history project starting next week, but he doesn't have proper transportation to take him to school. The female student offers him two suggestions. He can take public transportation or he can move to an apartment nearby school. I think the second suggestion is better because no buses go past the area he lives. Living close to school is the best solution because he doesn't need to worry about the traffic and can spend more time on this history project.






Question 6






Weathering can break rocks down in two ways. First, water that enters the joints of rocks can deepen and widen the joints when it reaches its freezing point. As a result, the joints are expanded further by the ice, which finally breaks down the rock. Living organisms such as plants can also break down rocks. For example, plant roots can grow and penetrate into soil or rock layers and force the rock to crack as plants grow bigger.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Hey, look! The school newspaper says the graduation ceremony will be split up over two days.






W:


Why would the school do that?






M:


Well, the idea behind is simple. It says the number of graduating students has boomed this year. If it was held on one day, the ceremony would be too long and the auditorium would be too small.






W:


Well, if that's the reason, the school can keep the ceremony on one day and reduce the length of it as well.






M:


That might work, but what about the size of the auditorium and the number of guests?






W:


Easy — just reduce the number of guests. Instead of being able to invite ten people, each student can only invite, say … six people.






Question 4







M:


I think you have already reviewed the topic "cultural lag". It often takes sometime for the public to accept a new technology, either because they have doubt about the new invention, or have been already accustomed to the former living style. Probably no means of communication has revolutionized the daily lives of ordinary people more than the telephone. The actual history of the telephone is a subject of complex dispute.





In June, 1876, Bell exhibited a telephone prototype in Philadelphia, where it attracted the attention of American people. However, the public did not accept this new product immediately and some citizens questioned the function of the novel means of communication.





Although the public was so struck by this fantastic talking machine, some users felt uncomfortable to talk to somebody without seeing each other. They could not get accustomed to shouting to a machine and expecting to see the other party on the tiny machine. Other conservative people claimed it was rude to talk to the other through a metal wire, especially when talking to senior people or the superior.





However, this controversy did not last long until people started to realize the importance of this great invention. The public cannot resist the convenience brought by the telephone when making a long-distance call and calling for help in emergency situations. Not only people accepted this new communication means, the telephone has been applied in a global scale and has experienced tremendous renovations in the 20th century.






Question 5







W:


Hey Tom, what are you doing here?






M:


I'm taking a break and getting ready for my next class.






W:


I see. How are things going?






M:


Well, starting next week I'm working on a history project with some classmates. But I'm worried about how to get to school.






W:


Tommy, you're kidding, right? How do you get to school every day?






M:


Well, my roommate had a car and he used to drive me to the university. However, he just moved out few days ago, and I don't have money to buy a new car. You know I live far away from here, and without transportation, I can't get to school and work on this history project. That really bugs me.






W:


I see your problem. Why don't you take public transportation? The buses are cheap and are always on time.






M:


I thought about it and checked the schedule. Not a single line goes from where I live to the school.






W:


I see. Well, how about this? You can check the notice board for people looking for roommates. You can find an apartment closer to campus.






M:


That's a good idea. But I do prefer to live by myself this time around. I need all the concentration I can devote to this project.






Question 6







W:


Weathering is the breaking down of Earth's rocks, soils and minerals through direct contact with the planet's atmosphere. The breakdown rocks follow two primary processes: by either water or plant growth.





Weathering by water is common in mountain areas where the temperature is around the freezing point of water. Once the temperature drops below freezing point, the water that has entered the joints of rocks freezes. The expanding ice strains the walls of the joints, and this causes the joints to deepen and widen. This is because the volume of water expands by about ten percent when it freezes. As a result, the ice enlarges the joints further. The ice crystal growth weakens the rocks which, in time, break up. In other words, the breaking down is caused by the expansion of ice when water freezes, which puts considerable stress on the walls of its container.





Living organisms such as plants can also contribute to mechanical weathering. For example, the roots of a plant growing down into the rock is a mechanical weathering agent which can penetrate many meters through the different soil layers to force or wedge into cracks. As the plant grows bigger, it will eventually break the rock into pieces.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a logistics class.
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States psychology class.
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Tips

一般来讲，任何一个段落无论长短都会涉及问题的一个方面，也就是说每个段落往往围绕一个主题展开。如果东一句，西一句，文章的脉络就会很混乱，读者也就无从抓住重点。段落无论长短都会有说明主题的句子，我们称它为主题句（Key Sentence / Topic Sentence）。抓住主题句就等于抓住了段落的中心思想。因而，准确判断并找出主题句相当重要。主题句一般会出现在段首或段尾，起概括全段的作用。主题句也可以出现在段中，同时还可以首尾呼应，在段落结束时再次强调本段落的中心思想。

Sample Answers


Question 1






It's been many years since then, but I'll never forget the special opportunity I was given. It was a rainy afternoon; While I was watching TV in my dorm room, I received a phone call. A friend of mine asked me over the phone if I was still looking for a job. I replied yes. He then told me that his friend, an owner of a clothing company, had read my resume on the internet and could provide me a job as a manager's secretary in their company with a salary of 3000 Yuan per month. I was really surprised by that!






Question 2






I prefer to spend my free time outdoors because I stay in my office working all day long. I really need to go out with my family or friends during the holidays. It's valuable to spend my free time outdoors with my family. Outdoors I can get a bit of fresh air and relaxation, and do something different from the office routine. I can temporarily break free from my computer. Also, going outside manages to distract me from difficulties at work for a while, and it puts me in a good mood, helping me keep healthy and energetic when I return to work.






Question 3






The library decided to prolong its open hours to twenty-four hours a day during the examination period for the sake of the students. To compensate for the cost, the opening hours during the vacation would be shortened. The male student disliked the policy for the following reasons: First, this policy meant that the school encouraged students to stay up, which is harmful to the students' health. He believed students should have a normal study schedule, instead of staying up during exams. Second, shortening the opening hours during the vacation may affect some students. After all, not all students go to the library during exams.






Question 4






From the reading material, people believe that event A is the cause of event B simply because A happens before B. In the lecture, the professor gives an example. He lent an old car to his friend. When he lent it, the car didn't make any noise. But when it was returned, it started to make noise. So he thought it was his friend that caused a result which in fact is due to the age of the car.






Question 5






A male student who works for a newspaper office had a problem: one of the stories wouldn't be finished in time. This meant there would be an empty space left in the newspaper, and the female student came up with a solution that they could ask a poet for help, since his poems were popular. The female student also suggested that he could publish some material on finding jobs in the blank pages. I would recommend the second solution because not all students love reading poems, and they would find a newspaper with many poems to be boring. However, filling the space with advertisements is more practical to students. It is a good time to publish that kind of material because summer vacation starts in a month.






Question 6






The study examined when and how the faculties of human creativity are developed. An experiment was conducted using two groups of children. Group A consisted of one-yearold children. These children show the beginning of creativity. For instance, a child can put a bowl on his head and pretend it is a hat. However, it is only evidence of partial creativity because a bowl closely resembles a hat. Group B consisted of three-year-olds, who are far more creative. For example, they can sit in a blanket and imagine it to be a car. It is a much more creative action because the shape and size of a blanket and a car don't resemble each other at all. A child at the age of three has a more acutely developed creative ability.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Did you hear? The university is going to extend the library hours to twenty-four hours a day during the finals period.






W:


Yes, this is great, because students need extra time to study and do research in the library.






M:


You really think so? I don't like this policy, to be honest. The school is actually encouraging students to stay up late studying without concern for their health. You know, a sleep disorder will definitely do harm to both their physical health and their studies. I think students must keep to a regular study schedule.






W:


Yeah, I guess. I don't think staying up late a couple of times will affect that much. At least we're able to finish our work and do well on our finals. But I don't understand why the school is shortening the library hours during vacation.






M:


Yeah, that is something I have to complain about. It doesn't make any sense the library should close early, simply because of the extended hours during the finals period. There are still some classes being offered over vacation, and students will need the library to prepare for their final exams anyway. Still, not all students go to the library, even during the finals period. I think the school should reconsider its decision.






W:


Yeah, I totally agree with you on this point.






Question 4







W:


We have been discussing the definition of false-cause error. It is true that people usually misunderstand the cause and the effect of events, and think that A is the cause of B, simply because A happens first. But this logic is not always correct. Sometimes this confuses people. Here is an example: I once loaned my car to my friends over the weekend to go visit their relatives in another city. After they came back and returned the car, whenever I drove the wheels made a new and strange noise that I had never heard before. I thought that my friends had caused the problem with the wheels because I loaned the car to them before the noises started.






Question 5







W:


Hi, Alex. How have you been? You look anxious today. How's your work at the school newspaper office?






M:


Ha, you can always read my mind. I haven't yet figured out the way to fill the empty space in our school newspaper, which is supposed to be published two days from now.






W:


I see, but why is there empty space?






M:


A guy was supposed to hand in a story today, but he just called and said that he couldn't finish the article until next week for some reason. But the worst thing is I don't have any backup.






W:


Don't worry, Alex. It happens sometimes. We need to find some solutions while we still have time. Maybe you want to try this—I know our school's poetry club has many talented writers. One of them is named Carl, and he is very popular among the students. Why don't you put some of his poems in the paper? I am sure that students will like it.






M:


Sounds good. But you know that poems are always too short to fill up a whole page. Students would probably blame us for being too lazy; it would hurt our reputation.






W:


Oh…I totally understand. Working for a school newspaper isn't easy; I feel for you guys. Maybe there is another solution to your problem—You can fill the blank space with some advertisements, like for finding jobs. It's the perfect time to publish something like that, because summer vacation is coming soon, and many students are about to look for part-time jobs.






M:


Thanks so much! You've saved the day. But the clock is ticking, and I'm not sure I could collect enough ad information to fill the space.






Question 6







M:


In addition to our remarkable learning capacity, creativity is another significant ability inspired by the process of both conscious and unconscious insight into the outside world, along with human development. It is a mental process involving the discovery of new ideas or concepts, or new associations between existing ideas or concepts. So here comes the question: When and how does human creativity develop? Scientists have conducted an experiment by selecting two groups of children from age 1 to age 3 in order to understand the development of creativity. Group A is associated with oneyear-old babies. Scientists found that from the age of about eighteen months all normal children start to accumulate knowledge about the environment around them and do something with their little imaginations, but their moves appeared very odd indeed. For example, a child may put something with the same shape and size as a hat on his or her head, and imagine it is a hat. This tells us that they begin to pretend based on their knowledge and imagination. Also, children pretend to be engaging in a wide variety of adult or fictional activities as they grow older. Many older kids act out their hopes to build a pretend world, and they are better able to hold onto their own dreams. In the experiment, Group B with three-year-olds presents a more creative case, in which the children begin to play with others and pretend to do the things two or more children can do together. For example, they found a blanket to sit in and therefore imagined that they were driving in a car. Scientists therefore discovered that three-year-old children have a far more sophisticated and well-developed sense of creativity.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the opening letter.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in an education psychology class.
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States business class.
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Tips

对于回答问题时语言缺乏表现力的考生，比如出现英语语音不准确、语调无起伏、语言不流利、结结巴巴等现象。建议方法如下：





1．了解语音语调方面的知识（适当了解，但不必花太多精力），提前发现并纠正自己语音语调的错误；





2．每天坚持大声、清晰、准确地朗读一段80-120字的英文段落。

Sample Answers


Question 1






The skill I want to learn most is cooking. My mom is good at cooking, but she seldom cooks at home because she is very busy with work. She takes business trips nearly once a week. When she is absent, my dad takes the responsibility of cooking. But the food he cooks is horrible. Every time he cooks, I lose weight. But you know I am already slim. Therefore, I want to cook for myself. They also say that cooking makes a woman more attractive. You know, I am still single.






Question 2






In my opinion, students should not have a year-long break before college. I have two reasons to name. First, taking a year-long break would be a waste of time, because the students could have learned a lot of knowledge or had valuable experience on campus. Second, this long period of break would make the students forget most of what they have studied in high school, which will prevent the students from adapting to college life as quickly as possible.






Question 3






A letter from a student suggested that the school should financially support a wilderness club for students because students need to get in touch with nature and take a break from their studies. The man likes the proposal for the following reasons. Many students who want to take nature walks do not have proper transportation, making it too difficult for them to travel on field trips. But the free transport offered by the school will enable students to go on nature walks. After students are recharged from the trip, they will be able to concentrate more on their schoolwork.






Question 4






Competence is the ability to perform a specific job well. It has two stages: the conscious and unconscious. Conscious competence is the first stage of learning which requires great concentration when demonstrating a skill. For example, when you start to learn typing, you have to concentrate on each key you hit. You don't want others to bother you and sometimes you have to stop when you talk to others. As a result though, your typing has few mistakes. However, when it comes to the second stage of learning, people have already mastered the skill and no longer concentrate as deeply. For example, you don't have to look at the keyboard when you are typing an article because the skill has become second nature.





So you can type faster than before and talk to your friends at the same time. However, sometimes errors are more likely to occur.






Question 5






The woman needs to pick up her cousin at the airport but her car has a flat tire. The man suggests that she take a taxi instead or borrow a car from her roommate. I agree with the first solution because taking a cab is fast and convenient. This way, she won't miss her cousin at the airport. Her roommate is a nice girl and will definitely lend her car out, but she is in class and cannot be disturbed.






Question 6






An industry cluster is a group of business entities concentrated in a common region that share resources and comparative advantages in order to increase the productivity of the region.





It has two major advantages. First, it offers more options to businesses and industries. For example, a clothing industry in the network can choose one supplier over another. More suppliers results in more economic competition and this benefits the economy of the region. The cluster network also has great supply chain of skilled labor. For example, if a worker gets sick or injured, the business won't be adversely affected because business owners can find replacements within the business cluster.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Look! That's great!






W:


What do you mean?






M:


The school would make a good decision by following through on that student's proposal.






W:


What is the proposal about?






M:


Here you go: a letter in the newspaper states that the school should allocate funds to organize field trips for students. I believe this act will have a positive impact.






W:


Okay, please explain your idea a little bit further.






M:


Well, the school will definitely be doing a good thing in providing funds for this. Especially in spring and summer, a lot of students enjoy taking nature walks. However, not all of them have transportation, making it difficult to take trips. Students living in the center of the city would find trips like that difficult to make. But with the transportation covered by the school, more students would be able to take a break from their studies and go on nature walks.






W:


You are right. Being out and about in nature is really refreshing, right?






M:


That's right. Spending all our time and energy on studying leads to exhaustion. Trips like these are good experiences for students, helping them to recharge their batteries and experience nature. When they come back, the students will be even more focused on their studies.






W:


Sure, definitely.






Question 4







W:


Both conscious competence and unconscious competence are names for the two stages of competence or learning, which is an explanation of how people learn something. It progresses from developing a skill in an area but having to concentrate on it, to the second stage, in which people are so good at the skill that it just comes naturally. I'll explain the terms further to help you understand a little better.





Conscious competence refers to an individual's understanding or knowledge of doing something. However, demonstrating the skill or knowledge requires a great deal of conscious concentration. Here's an example: when you first start to learn typing on a computer keyboard, you have to work hard at hitting the right keys without being bothered by other things in order to get everything correct. Sometimes, you need to stop to talk with others. As a result, typing an article will take a long time, but you make few mistakes.





However, when it comes to the stage of unconscious competence, an individual has mastered the skill so that it becomes second nature and can be performed easily, often without concentrating too deeply. Let's go back to the same example. You are typing an article, but this time you don't have to think about where the keys are — you just type them automatically. Your typing speed is getting faster and faster, and you're able to talk to your friends without concentrating on the keyboard. Of course, typing errors may more frequently occur.






Question 5







M:


Hello, Lisa. You're looking pretty down right now. What's wrong?






W:


Well, I am supposed to pick up my cousin at the airport in about two hours, but I got a flat tire after coming back from class in the morning. What can I do?






M:


That's easy. You can just leave your car in the parking lot and take a taxi to the airport instead. I am sure you won't miss your friend.






W:


Yes, taking a taxi might work. But the cab fare is so expensive that I won't be able to afford a concert ticket for tomorrow. I definitely want to go because I promised my friend I would be at the concert. I don't want to let her down.






M:


Yeah, if that doesn't work for you, I might be able to help. Your roommate, Casey, has a car, right? I have a class with her and she seems pretty nice; you could borrow hers.






W:


I was thinking about that, and I could use the help. But she's in class right now, and I'd have to wait until she got out before I could ask her. It's going to be difficult to work it out.






Question 6







M:


Industry clusters are groups of competing, collaborating and interdependent businesses working in a common industry and concentrated in a geographic region. They draw on shared infrastructure, skilled workers, and comparative advantages to the region, and thus bring wealth into the region. They can be considered the building blocks of the economy.





The industrial cluster network has two major advantages. First, it helps provide more choices to industries. The cluster displays the integration of supply chains, which provides the business entities in the region with more options. For example, a clothing industry in the cluster network is able to select one specific supplier over one or more competitors. The increased number of suppliers will, of course, enhance regional economic competitiveness and in turn the overall economy of the region. Second, the industry cluster illustrates the advantage of supporting the supply chain with laborsaving technology so that even if employees are sick, injured or retired, business owners can easily find a replacement within the network.
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Question 1
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Question 2
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Question 3
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the student letter.
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Question 4
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a biology class.
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Question 5
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Question 6
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States children psychology class.
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Tips

第5题思路是在对话中，男生或女生提出其在学习或者生活上的某个困难，然后对方给出两个解决方案，在口语复述的时候只要再加入自己对某种解决方案更prefer就可以了，这道题和口语的第二部分是相通的。

Sample Answers


Question 1






My favorite area in my city is a used bookstore. I love music and music-related books and documents. Once I looked for a very basic book on music and spent almost an hour going through the shelves of my favorite bookstore. In this bookstore, I can find almost everything I want to read. This experience makes me feel relaxed, and I can enjoy reading the books I love. Plus, the bookstore has a good café, and the cheesecake it serves is especially good.






Question 2






Nowadays, a lot of things are achieved instantly. Sometimes, we have no time to read books but instead just Google everything on the Internet. But for me, books are much more efficient than the Internet because it says everything. Another advantage is that it doesn't make us more dependent on instant information, and it encourages retention of all the things we've read.






Question 3






A student suggested removing televisions from school cafeteria, which is a place where students can relax, talk, and build up their relationships. However, the televisions there are too noisy. The male student disliked the policy for the following reasons: First, the school cafeteria is already a relaxing place. Removing televisions will not make it quiet. There are a lot of places such as the library or classrooms where students can talk or study. Second, students are adults already, and they can establish relationships wherever they feel comfortable. They don't need the cafeteria to do it.






Question 4






Echolocation is a navigation system which helps animals find prey and identify objects around them. For example, bats are active at night, and their developed echolocation system allows them to hunt in complete darkness. Bats can identify the location of a mouse and catch it because mice produce sound waves when they move. Also, the system can help bats avoid barriers such as trees or walls, and even detect the difference between objects and food.






Question 5






The female student's problem is that she can't receive the signal for her favorite music program from the school radio station, and the male student came up with two solutions: the school should invest in a new system and extend the broadcast range, or they could also ask the mechanical engineering students to help fix the problem. I would prefer the second solution because the school might not bother to raise funds to invest in their radio system. At the very least, it would take a long time until the school has money in the budget for recreational programs. However, the mechanical engineering majors can repair the current system right away, and the female student can enjoy the music program.






Question 6






In this lecture, the professor explains how play can promote children's emotional development. This is illustrated with two examples. First, the professor says that through playing, children can develop a sense of control. Normally, their parents decide everything, like what to eat and when to go to bed. But when they are playing, they have to make every decision themselves. Second, he says when children are playing, they can express their wish to destroy things. Actually, they express their anxiety through destroying things, so that's why we often see kids building a toy house and then smashing it. That act serves as one of the ways to let negative feelings out. Besides, children will not be punished by their parents when they destroy things during playtime.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Wow…no televisions in the school cafeteria? I don't think that proposal would make the cafeteria any quieter.






M:


Yeah, the reasons in that letter are quite ridiculous.






W:


I agree. What's the point?






M:


Look, if students want to find a quiet place to study or talk to each other or something, there are lots of places: the library, the study center, or even classrooms on campus. Students can go to those. The school cafeteria's supposed to be a relaxing place. I don't think removing televisions will make it quiet.






W:


That's what I am talking about. Why school should bother to put TV if students can have conversation while watching TV shows? It is an unnecessary concern, and this fellow need to think about something more important.






M:


Definitely, college students are no longer kids. They're adults already. If they want to be more sociable and get a leg up in this competitive environment, they'll manage to form interpersonal relationships, no matter what. The school shouldn't be concerned.






W:


That's a good point.






Question 4







M:


In the previous lecture, we introduced an interesting navigation system called echolocation. Today, I will give you an example to show how echolocation works like active sonar to help mammals such as bats navigate and find their prey, often in total darkness.





Bats are the only mammals that can fly, and they live much of their lives hanging upside down. Many bats are only active at night and have developed an echolocation system that allows them to find their way and hunt prey in complete darkness. In the case of most bats, a bat emits a sound wave and listens carefully to the echoes that return to it. This process helps determine where is the location of prey, how big it is, and in what direction it is moving. For example, mice will reflect the sound wave, and so will produce an intense echo to bats. When a mouse is moving away from the bat, the returning echo will have a lower pitch than the original sound. This way, a bat will identify the direction the mouse is moving in and catch it.





Bats can also process the echoes and extract information about distance, shape, size, texture, and movement of potential prey and surroundings. Bats use the information to avoid obstacles like branches, trees, and walls, and to find food. The resolution of the echolocation signals is so accurate that bats can even detect the difference between trees and mice.






Question 5







M:


Lisa, what are you doing? You look so upset. What's wrong?






W:


God, my favorite radio program is coming on in a few minutes, but I can't receive the signal from the school radio station. I don't know what's going on.






M:


The same situation happened to me this morning. I couldn't tune into the music channel. When I checked the radio station, someone told me the school broadcasting system was broken down.






W:


Oh, great. This is driving me crazy.






M:


Take it easy! The broadcasting system is ancient, and it's broken three times since last year.






W:


Yeah, I heard about that. But we can't just leave it like that.






M:


One solution to cope with the current situation is to invest in a new system. That will save a lot of headaches and get us access to a wide range of programming.






W:


I don't know if that's feasible. A project like that will be expensive, and the budget for recreational programs isn't too large. The school might not be willing to invest in such a system.






M:


I wouldn't be so pessimistic. The student union can put on a special radio program, and invite celebrities and other special guests on. The school would collect ad revenue, enough to cover the costs of building a new system.






W:


You might be right, but the system would have to be operational long before the school can start collecting any revenue from something like that.






M:


How about this? We can get the mechanical engineering majors to take a look and repair our current system. I'm sure they would appreciate the practical experience.






W:


Mechanical engineering expertise would be valuable in a situation like this. I don't know, though — the students would be pretty inexperienced. They could make things worse.






Question 6







M:


Children have fun when playing games, but play is also essential to children's development because it contributes to their physical, social, and emotional well-being. For example, play allows children to obtain a sense of control. When play is allowed to be child-driven, children practice decision-making skills, move at their own pace, discover their own areas of interest, and ultimately engage fully in the passions they wish to pursue. However, when all other aspects of their lives, such as dining or sleeping, are controlled by adults, children will lose their creativity, motivation, and social skills. Play can also help children to express themselves in a way that reduces tension and anxiety, and thus allows them to gain control of their emotions. For example, children often react to fear and anxiety by smashing something so that they can feel better. Therefore, people usually see a child building a toy house and then destroy his work afterward. Play in such a case allows children to express their anger and thus allay their intense emotions. Thus, children who smash their toys should not be punished by their parents.
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Question 1
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Question 3
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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Question 4
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a pedagogy class.
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Question 5
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Question 6
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States film making class.
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Tips

ETS测评专家Maurice Hauck博士表示，口语考试有0～4分五个档次，考生对话题的展开程度、口语的流利程度与发音的清晰程度，以及回答内容与话题的切合程度是评分的重点，这些测评标准比是否有地道的英语口音更重要。





“把听、说、读、写融合在一起是托福网考的最大特色，”北京大学英语教师张薇认为，“托福网考”更侧重考生的实际交流能力，其目的是帮助考生在到达北美校园后，能顺利地进行学习交流。比如在听力中增加美国俚语、“言外之意”对话、融合听读的综合写作等新要求，都是为了培养考生的综合交际能力。

Sample Answers


Question 1






The most important decision that I have made in my life is to choose journalism as my major in college. I've dreamed of being a journalist since I was still in high school. Although my parents rejected my choice, I insisted. During my studies at university, I learned hard and practiced as much as I could. I got the highest GPA in my school years, and when I graduated from university, my childhood dream came true.






Question 2






No one can really deny that the main responsibility of a high school is to help its students develop academic skills. But for the students themselves, it is also very important to be educated in other fields like music and art as well as basic subjects. Music and art can help the students appreciate the beauty in their lives and that will also increase the efficiency of their regular studies.






Question 3






The university has put restrictions on cycling on campus and instead offers free shuttle buses to transport students, because riding bikes overcrowds the paths around school during rush hour. Also, riding bicycles could be very dangerous because many students drive and could hit the bikes. The woman doesn't like the policy. She says riding bikes is not the main reason for car accidents, almost all of which occur at night because of poor visibility. She also argues that the free bus service will not work out, because the departures are scheduled one hour apart. Students will not waste their time waiting for a bus.






Question 4






The lecture talks about transfer of learning, which refers to the influence of prior learning on later activity. There are two types, and the professor gives an example for each.





The professor first mentions positive transfer, which refers to the knowledge or skill received from prior training that can benefit later activity. He cites his personal experience of learning piano when he was a child. The teacher trained him to play the piano without looking at the keys but instead focusing on the sheet music. Later, when he started to learn typing, he picked up the skill faster than others because typists need not look at the keyboard either. Then the professor talks about the negative transfer of learning. He had a friend who was a stage actor, and the actor was used to reading his lines loudly. When he became a movie actor, he still shouted, even though it wasn't necessary.






Question 5






The girl has a schedule conflict. Her friends are having a ski trip over the weekend, but her cousin is coming in on Saturday. The man offers two solutions. The first one is to ask the cousin to come on Friday night instead. That way, she can still go on the trip from Saturday to Sunday. The second one is to have dinner with her cousin on Saturday, and join the trip for a couple of hours on Sunday. I would prefer the second solution because her cousin's schedule is set and cannot change. However, the woman can wait till Saturday and then join the ski trip on Sunday. In this way, she will not miss both.






Question 6






The lecture explores filmmaking techniques which help to present images in a variety of ways by changing camera angles. For example, if the filmmaker angles the camera up at a character, then a powerful and large image will be present in the scene. A scene in the movie of Queen of England adopts this technique in order to show the glory and noble nature of a queen. However, the cameraman can also angle the camera down to make the image appear less significant. In the other movie, the director uses high angles to show that the person is helpless in a dangerous situation.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Come on! We can no longer ride bikes to school. What makes the school has such decision?






W:


Well, I have to say this policy really sucks.






M:


That's right. If some students don't have cars or other means of transportation, it could be a real inconvenience.






W:


That doesn't sound right. I don't think students riding bikes would be insecure and dangerous on campus. From what I know, we only had few car accidents before, and most of the accidents almost occurred at night because the eye sight was low. It is rarely to see any single car crashes on bicycles in the daytime. So the school shouldn't issue this policy; otherwise, it would kill many students.






M:


Right! I know what you mean. But things are not that bad. The school offers some free bus service that would be helpful to some extent.






W:


The free bus on campus? That won't help too much. I've seen the bus schedule and the bus is one hour departure, which means we have to wait an hour in a long line till the next bus come. It is just a waste of our precious time.






Question 4







M:


Let's talk about transfer of learning. It occurs whenever the effects of prior learning influence the performance of a later activity. The learning includes two types: the positive and the negative.





The positive transfer of learning is when prior learning or training facilitates acquiring a new skill or reaching the solution to a new problem. In this situation, the individual performs better than he would have without the prior learning. When I was young, my parents sent me to a piano class. The learning approach was quite unique. The instructor there taught us to read the text without looking at the key board when playing. This learning experience later influenced my performance in other tasks. In my high school, I learnt type writing more quickly than other students in my class. Because my prior learning experience of playing piano was really helpful. I can type without looking at the key board.





Ok, when the transfer of learning comes to the negative one, the individual performs worse than he would have without being exposed to the prior learning. A friend of mine used to be an onstage performer and often read loud the actor's lines. Later, he became a movie actor, and the performance no longer required speaking loudly. But still he spoke too loud with consciousness. You can see his previous learning has negative impact on his later tasks.






Question 5







M:


Hi, Rachel. Long time no see. How is it going?






W:


I am fine. Thanks.






M:


Hey, what are you gonna do for the weekend? Do you wanna join our ski trip this weekend?






W:


Oh, I love skiing. I wish I could go with you guys. But, my cousin will come here for a conference on Saturday. So we will probably have dinner together.






M:


Sounds like your schedule is a bit of conflict. Here is one solution. Since your cousin will have a conference on Saturday, maybe he can come earlier … let say er … on Friday. So you can have dinner on Friday night, and you wouldn't miss your ski trip on the weekend either.






W:


That sounds good! But I am not sure if my cousin can come on Friday, because he is supposed to join a business trip with his company and might not be able to change the schedule from Saturday to Friday.






M:


I see. I didn't realize that. Maybe you want to try this … er … you can stay and have dinner with your cousin on Saturday and then join the trip for a couple of hours on Sunday. I bet you wouldn't miss anything.






W:


I don't know. Maybe I will choose to stay because I love to ski, and will be disappointed if I only have few hours for the ski trip.






Question 6







M:


Sound, visual, and other elements play key roles in a successful filmmaking, but the visual creativity or manipulation of camera angles should be top priority. A video camera gives filmmakers the ability to manipulate images in the scene and present them in a variety of ways that we are not able to easily see in our normal life. Whether it is looking down or looking up on someone, the way filmmakers position their cameras will dramatically affect the emotional resonance of audience on the images in a movie.





For example, when making a film, the cameraman lowers the camera and angles it up at a character, and then the image will appear large and powerful in the framing. In the film, Queen of England, the director tries to angle camera up at the Queen Elisabeth I, while the audience tends to have more respect for her and take her words with more validity.





On the other hand, filmmakers can also provide audience with opposite feeling of big images with angle down method. In the movie, A Man Lost in Desert, the director wants to diminish or make the image appeared to be small and less significant, and then the camera can be lifted up and angled slightly down on the person. This will make the person appear short and helpless in the vast desert.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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Question 4
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a socio-psychology class.
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Question 5
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Question 6
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States biology class.
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Tips

考生在强化口语表达能力的同时，切不可忽略了阅读和听力。专家建议，平时在上课时，可尝试用英语做笔记，锻炼汉语转换成英语的能力。“很多考生在口语测试中，容易犯‘鹅、鹅、鹅’的笑话，即时不时卡壳。”老师们说，在新托福的口试中，考生要谨记放慢语速，如果语速过快，稍有停顿，考官就会误认为你是由于词汇量不够而卡壳。对此，专家建议，平时最好有意识地锻炼自己的词语运用能力，比如和同学一起做“句子接龙”游戏，以某句话为故事开端，每个人顺势接一个英语句子，情节足够丰富后，即成一个有趣的故事。

Sample Answers


Question 1






I loved reading, especially Harry Potter books, when I was a child. Yes, I am a big Harry Potter fan, and I have read the whole Harry Potter series over ten times. Harry Potter is important to me because it expanded my childhood imagination. As an adult, I still love reading it, since the Harry Potter series lets me escape to a magical world when I am bored of the real one.






Question 2






From my point of view, I definitely prefer to just look out of the window when on a trip, for two reasons. First of all, when we are traveling, what we want most is to enjoy the beautiful scenery and the simple feeling of traveling. If we keep a journal or take pictures, it will take up a lot of time and we will be not focused on the trip itself. Second, doing all that extra work on a trip would make us very busy the entire time and we wouldn't really have time to enjoy ourselves and relax. So all in all, I prefer just looking out of the window while traveling.






Question 3






The university now requires all students to take fine art courses, reasoning that students with various skills would be more competitive in the future. Also, the courses can help students relax. However, the man doesn't agree with the policy for two reasons. First, he believes the new policy will waste students' chances to register for major-related courses. He wants to build a background knowledge base for his field, which he can't get from taking unrelated courses. Second, he argues that not all students would enjoy taking art courses, and might consider them a waste of time.






Question 4






Self-serving bias is a psychological phenomenon which refers to people's tendency to take credit for positive outcomes, while denying responsibility for unsuccessful results. An example given by the professor showed that a group of people were asked to take an intelligence test, and then given the result. However, the outcome didn't actually reflect how they had done on the task. Half of the participants received a failing grade, while the rest were informed they did perfectly. The participants with successful feedback believed it was due to their intelligence, and the people with negative outcomes blamed their failure on external factors.






Question 5






The woman is too busy to work out in the gym and she is very upset for not being able to exercise. The man gives her two possible solutions. First, he suggests she ride her bike to school. It could be good exercise, so she wouldn't need to go to the gym. He also suggests that she get up early to go to the gym. I would prefer the second solution because cycling will waste too much time on the road. She doesn't want to waste her precious time, which she can otherwise spend on her studies. Also, getting up early and exercising is a good way to keep her healthy and boost her energy. She'll be able to concentrate on her studies better after working out in the gym.






Question 6






The professor talks about a type of communication in which animals use alarm signals to help members of the same species escape from danger. For example, most birds release alarm calls with fear signals to warn others nearby when danger is approaching. The receivers can then hide and avoid being eaten by predators. Another way of sending alarm signals is the release of chemical messages. When a salmon faces danger, it tends to release a chemical alarm from its skin and thus alerts nearby fish to escape.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Hey, Mark! I haven't seen you for a while. How have you been?






M:


You know ... finals are coming. I have two weeks left to get all my assignments and papers done.






W:


Me too! I have been very busy with my classes and preparing for finals. Also, I have to think about my class registration for next semester. What about you?






M:


I think I'll register for new classes next week. Since I have only one year left for my degree, I really want to complete all the mandatory courses by next semester.






W:


I see, but what classes do you want to take? Have you heard that the university now requires all students to complete three fine arts courses to complete their degrees?






M:


Come on! That sounds ridiculous. How come the university asks students to take courses unrelated to their majors, except if you're a fine arts student? This way, there won't be any free elective choices left to students. You see, I'm majoring in finance, not fine arts. This new policy is a waste of my chance to register for major-related courses such as Banking or Finance. I want to build up a strong background in my field and be more competitive in my future career. I don't really like the policy.






W:


It's not that bad. Maybe at least we could have some fun in these fine arts classes.






M:


I don't think so. Sorry, I have to say that. You know, not everybody likes art or is gifted in the arts. I believe most students like me won't enjoy dance or sculpture too much. They'd feel stressed in the class and think it's a waste of their time and effort.






Question 4







M:


Good morning! Let's talk about self-serving bias today. The self-serving bias is a selfdeception technique and it affects how people view situations and attributes responsibility for causes of events. It can be seen in the common human tendency to take credit for success but to blame external factors for failures.





A classic example of self-serving bias is a group of people performing a task. Participants in the task were asked to test their intelligence after the task was completed. The participants were then given feedback about how they performed on the task, which usually has no relation to how the participant actually did on the task. In reality, the feedback is bogus. In the group, half of the participants received positive feedback. The rest were informed they failed. The group of people reacted variously toward different outcomes. The participants with positive feedback attributed the success to their high intelligence. The rest with negative outcomes took less responsibility for their failure and tended to blame external factors as the cause of their failure.






Question 5







W:


Hello, George. How is everything going between you and your girlfriend?






M:


It's going fine. She's been at home for the past week, and is coming back soon. I can't wait to see her. How about you? You look very exhausted.






W:


You're right. My schedule is packed full with my sociology project and a bunch of tests and papers. Plus, I have a part-time job in the evening, leaving no time to work out in the gym. You know I love exercising, and I've been doing it for years. I would be so upset if I can't find time to go to the gym.






M:


Well, I see your problem. It can't be too difficult. You can ride your bicycle to school or the place you work. Cycling is also good exercise since it makes you sweat. Then you don't need to go to the gym.






W:


Hmm, I'm afraid I can't bike to school, because it will take me too much time to get there, and I don't really want to waste time on the road.






M:


Yes, of course. Why don't you go to the gym in the early morning? You'll get sweaty, but you can take a shower right after you finish exercising.






W:


That is a good suggestion. Thanks! I won't miss anything in that case. But I do have to get up very early if I don't want to miss my morning class. I don't really think I can get up that early, because I need my sleep.






Question 6







M:


In the field of animal communication, sending alarm signals is an anti-predator approach applied by social animals in response to danger. Many primates and birds have elaborate alarm calls for warning animals of the same species when predators are approaching. For example, the characteristic alarm call of the blackbird is a familiar sound in many gardens. Other animals like fish may use other signals, such as sending chemical messages, when facing danger.





First, an alarm call allows the receivers of the alarm to escape from the source of danger and to survive. For example, when a bird spots a potential enemy that is approaching, it may give an alarm call associated with fear or danger. Therefore, other birds within earshot will hide or escape from predators. Also, chemicals are another type of alarm call used among the same species. When a salmon is attacked by a predator, a chemical cue is released from the skin that signals danger to nearby fish. These fish smell the predation alarm and take behavioral measures to avoid being eaten.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the complaint letter.
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Question 4
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a biology class.
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Question 6
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States business class.
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Tips

讲一口地道、流利的英语要通过平时的不断练习和积累。有机会就通过录像机、录音机或光盘，有意识或无意识地跟听或跟读英语，也可以上网与北美人士交流。虽说新托福口语主要考查交际、交流能力，但语音、语调和重音都会影响成绩。建议大家平时多练习对墙、对镜子说话，力图达到自然流畅的程度。在此提供给大家一个好办法：录下自己练习时的声音，扪心自问，别人是否能明白你所说的？

Sample Answers


Question 1






A memorable experience which has had a positive effect on my life was my first performance in public — the most exciting performance I've ever done. I stood on the stage and felt my heart beating in my throat. When the show began, I made a mistake in the first note, and I felt embarrassed. But soon, I began to relax and played better, and left everything behind. The show was a success. The audience gave me prolonged applause and I felt nothing but pride at that moment. The experience gained from this show benefited me a lot. I used to be a timid girl, but the performance made me more courageous and confident. So the show really had a great impact on my life and I will cherish the memory forever.






Question 2






I definitely prefer to work at home. I like to burn the midnight oil and get up late in the morning, so I am always late for work. Even worse, I usually feel tired during the day, and I cannot concentrate on what I am dealing with. If I can choose to work at home, this kind of thing can be avoided since I can tackle my work in the evenings when I have more energy. Besides, working at the office means you must wear something formal, but I don't like that. If I can choose to work at home, I can do my work in my pajamas.






Question 3






A student complains that the food offered by the cafeteria is unhealthy because it offers snacks alongside the regular meals. He believes the money being spent on junk food is wasted. However, the woman can't stand the suggestion. First, she argues that the snacks are only a small part of the selection. Most of the food the cafeteria offers is healthy. Students need snacks to boost their energy, especially when they spend too much of it on their studies. It is true that the snacks on campus are quite expensive, but students can buy them from the stores nearby.






Question 4






Altruism refers to a type of animal behavior, which means animals that have a kin relationship to each other tend to sacrifice themselves in order to protect others. The professor gives an example to show the extent altruism works on a small mammal called the meerkat. Meerkats live in groups in underground lairs with many entrances. Their actions are all well organized. When they venture outside to forage for food, there is usually a guard looking out for natural enemies. They can send a signal which informs other meerkats of its location. Although the guard places itself in danger by attracting the predators, the other members have a chance to escape and survive.






Question 5






The man is moving and wants to purchase some new furniture. However, he needs to save some money for tuition and doesn't want to blow his budget on only furniture.





The woman gives him two solutions. She suggests that he sell some old furniture and use the money to buy new furniture. Also, she suggests that he can keep the old furniture and therefore save money to buy new items in the future.





Personally speaking, I prefer the second solution, because new furniture is too expensive, and he still cannot afford to buy what he needs, even if he sells all his old furniture. He can keep using the old furniture and wait for a better financial position before updating his furniture. This way, he won't blow his entire budget and still have money for tuition.






Question 6






The lecture talks about business networking, which provides opportunities for businesspeople to communicate and build up relationships. In this way, they can benefit from each other. Networking has two major advantages. First, all parties involved in the network can experience a mutual benefit. For example, a restaurant owner wants to find an accountant and finds such a person in the business network. Also, the network can provide people with more chances to meet new people. In the same example, the owner's friend who she knows from the network is also looking for an accountant, and the owner has a source outside the circle. She can introduce the accountant to her friend.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Well, no candy bars and chips anymore if the school follows that girl's proposal.






M:


Yeah, I know what you mean. It really sucks if the school makes a new policy based on that notice.






W:


That girl's statement is clear. She believes that the school cafeteria should never offer snacks, simply because students must eat healthy food.






M:


I can't stand her opinion. I think most of the food the dining hall offers is healthy, and the snacks are only a small portion. We need both regular meals and snacks because we may feel hungry when spending too much time on group discussions or writing papers. Sometimes, after sitting at a desk for a while, I can't concentrate any longer without a chocolate bar.






W:


You are absolutely right! But those snacks are pretty expensive, though. What's your opinion about this?






M:


That's true; the candy bars are not cheap, and we have to save money for other important things. But we do have another way out: we can buy snacks from the stores close to our campus. It will be much cheaper.






Question 4







M:


Altruism is a type of behavior in which an animal sacrifices its own interest for that of another animal or group of animals. Altruism is the opposite of selfishness; individuals performing altruistic acts gain nothing for themselves.





In fact, many species of animals appear willing to sacrifice food, or even their lives, to assist other members of their group. The meerkat, which is a small burrowing mammal that lives in large underground networks with multiple entrances in Africa, is often cited as an example. In groups of meerkats, an individual acts as a sentinel, standing guard and looking out for predators while the others hunt for food or eat food they have obtained. If the sentinel meerkat sees a predator such as a hawk approaching the group, it gives an alarm cry alerting the other meerkats to run and seek shelter. By standing guard, the sentinel meerkat gains nothing — it goes without food while the others eat, and it places itself in grave danger. After it issues an alarm, it has to flee alone, which might make it more at risk to a predator, since animals in groups are often able to work together to fend off a predator. So the altruistic sentinel behavior helps ensure the survival of other members of the meerkat's group.






Question 5







W:


Hi, Tom. Any plans for the weekend?






M:


Hi, Laura. Nice meeting you here! Well, I'm going to move into a new apartment. It will probably take me the whole weekend.






W:


Oh, I see. Do you need someone to help you move? I'm available on the weekend.






M:


That's very nice of you, but I've called a moving company to help me out. However, I do have a problem and need some help.






W:


What's the matter?






M:


I'm planning to purchase some new furniture for my new place. But I have no idea where to put the old stuff. Also, I don't want to blow my budget just on furniture. I want to save some money for tuition of next semester.






W:


I got it. It seems like you're in a bit of trouble. I might have a way to help you out, though. You could actually sell all the old furniture if there isn't space for them. So the money you received from selling the old furniture could cover your budget for new furniture.






M:


It sounds all right with me. I can at least save some money if I move by myself. But the old furniture is no longer worth its original value, and I don't think I can afford new furniture just with the money from selling the old stuff.






W:


Ok, I got it. If I were you, I would just keep the furniture, since it's not too old to use. I am sure that when your situation is better you'll be able to afford the new furniture.






M:


Yeah … why not? I'll keep that in mind.






Question 6







M:


Business networking is a marketing method that creates opportunities through a group of businessmen joining a network of business organizations. The models created for networking activity allow the businesspeople to meet each other and build up new business relationships and friendships at the same time. The network has two major benefits. It makes people benefit from each other's expertise, and it allows them to meet new partners.





First, joining a group is mutually beneficial to all parties involved. For example, a restaurant owner is looking for a financial manager. Through the business network she meets an accountant and eventually trusts her; she can then make use of her friend's services. Second, the network also provides a chance to meet new people. Still using the restaurant owner as an example, this time the owner knows another entrepreneur looking for an accountant. She has a friend outside the circle who works as an accountant. She can arrange for the two to work together.
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Tips

在平时的练习中，可以用语段朗读法练习发音，要注意：





（1）语段的难度要适中。

（2）阅读材料有音频匹配，跟读音频效果最好。

（3）了解语音语调知识，比如哪些音和哪些音容易混淆。

（4）朗读时，要端坐挺胸，声音响亮清晰、音调准确。

（5）可以把朗读录音录下来，请朋友或自己进行挑错指正。

Sample Answers


Question 1






I would like him to visit a restaurant called Jazzi, which serves fancy cuisine in various styles. The restaurant is the largest restaurant in our city and it provides all kinds of food, from seafood to curry, and from sushi to barbeque. Though I am a picky gourmet, Jazzi can truly satisfy me. Besides, Jazzi is accessible by several buses and subway lines and it can thus be reached within half an hour from my home, even during rush hour. The prices at Jazzi are very reasonable, and the waiters there provide well-rounded service. I would definitely invite visitors to the Jazzi.






Question 2






I think prepared food is better. It's quite convenient. I just need to go shopping once a week and get what I need from the supermarket. For instance, I can buy frozen foods in a supermarket and just prepare it in a couple of minutes, whereas before it could have taken me maybe hours to prepare this kind of meal. Also, it can save me lots of time. I can just put the frozen food I got from the supermarket into the oven and wait for several minutes, and then it's done. I can use the time I save to do more studying and research.






Question 3






The university is proposing a new program called "Table Talk" that will encourage more students to communicate with professors and focus on their studies. Also, students can get to know each other and build up their network. The woman likes this policy, which offers students more chances to talk to their professors. Also, all psychology majors can discuss and ask many questions on a variety of subjects. They can share different viewpoints on the lecture materials.






Question 4






The lecture talks about opportunity cost, which is an economic phenomenon. It means the process and cost of choosing one thing over another. People use opportunity cost in their everyday lives, but most of them might not be aware of it. For example, a school once had two options over whether to build a new swimming pool or a new library. After having considered the opportunity cost between the two options, the school decided to build a swimming pool. The cost in this case was the students benefiting from having more books and a good environment for learning or conducting research from a new library.






Question 5






The woman is applying for a summer job at a newspaper office, and she has to submit the application before the deadline tomorrow. But the office is far away from her school, and she is afraid that she won't get there on time. The other student gives her two solutions. First, the woman can drive to deliver her application on the spot or she can send the file by express mail. Personally speaking, I prefer the second solution. The woman has a review session in the early morning next day, so she can't drive to deliver her file to the newspaper office. Express service, on the other hand, is the best way to cope with the problem, because it always delivers mail on time. The woman won't miss anything important.






Question 6






According to the lecture, animals have both physical and behavioral adaptations to help them survive in extreme environments. Camels are able to endure a harsh desert life with these two adaptations. First, their humps can absorb heat from sunlight and thus help them keep cool. In this way, their humps play like a sunshade by absorbing the brutal rays of the sun to keep their body cool in a desert environment. Also, camels have adapted to desert life with their unique behavior. They always sit still during the day so that they are able to conserve energy and produce less heat. Sitting together can also create shade for them to cool down.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Hi, Mark. Did you hear about the "Table Talk" program with the professors? That's so cool! I think it's a great program.






M:


Yeah, I totally agree. I think the school is on the right track by giving us opportunities to talk to our professors.






W:


Hmm, that's the thing I want to talk about. I am always eager to have a good discussion with our professors, but normally they're so busy and hardly have time to chat with us. This program will definitely provide students a better chance to talk to their professors.






M:


That's right. The school is providing a good service with this.






W:


Yeah, the new program allows psychology majors to get to know each other. Also, students might have different perspectives on the assigned topic. New ideas are most likely to come up through discussion, and students can help each other out on a variety of subjects.






Question 4







M:


Welcome to my class, everyone. You're in Macroeconomics. We're going to learn about an important economic concept known as opportunity cost. Opportunity cost is the process of choosing one product or service over another. The item that you don't pick is the opportunity cost. It is assessed in not only monetary, but also material terms.





Even though people might not realize it, they use opportunity cost every single day. Here is an example. Many years ago, the school had two options in developing school infrastructure. One choice was to build a new swimming pool, because the school lacked one and students had to go all the way to the public pool downtown. The second option was the construction of a new library, because the existing one was too small. In the end, the school decided to build a swimming pool. While making this decision, the school considered both the cost and the opportunity cost of building the swimming pool. The opportunity cost in this case was the benefits the school would have received from building a new library. For instance, many students may not prefer a swimming pool and would have wanted a good environment for learning or doing research. The school would have to forego their interests if it wanted to build a swimming pool.






Question 5







M:


Hi, Mary. Summer is coming. Do you have any plans?






W:


Well, I'm about to apply for a summer job at a newspaper office. I wish I could work for a newspaper after graduation.






M:


Wow, it sounds like you have a good plan for your future.






W:


But the problem is … I have to submit my application before the deadline, which is noon tomorrow. But the office is way too far from school, and I don't know if I can get there on time.






M:


Oh, I understand. You probably want to drive there and deliver your application. I am sure you can submit your file before the deadline.






W:


Ha, no doubt! But I just realized I have a review session tomorrow morning on campus. How could I make both at the same time?






M:


Yeah, your schedule is tricky. Perhaps there's another way — you can send your application by express mail. The express service always has a way to deliver your application on time. So, feel free to attend your class tomorrow morning. You won't really miss anything important.






W:


Yeah, you know, I've dreamed about this opportunity. After graduation, when I'm looking for work, any employer will definitely value my part-time newspaper experience. Sending my application by express would be convenient and fast, but I'm afraid that they would make a mistake by delivering the file late.






Question 6







W:


All animals live in habitats. Habitats provide food, water, and shelter, which animals need to survive. However, there is more to survival than just the habitat. Animalsm, such as mammals, also depend on both their physical and behavioral adaptations to help them survive extreme environments. To help you better understand the concept, I will show you examples of both physical and behavioral adaptations by camels in a desert environ.





Camels, well known for their humps, live a harsh desert life. They have a remarkable capacity to endure extreme temperatures. However, their humps not only store water, as is commonly believed, but also help keep them cool by absorbing heat from sunlight. A camel's hump can therefore act like a sunshade, taking in the brutal rays of the sun while keeping the whole body cool. Moreover, camels, like other desert mammals, adapt to the extreme environment with specialized behavior. Camels usually sit without moving during the day to reduce their energy demand and generate less heat. They also like to gather in groups, shading each other to keep cool.
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a biology class.
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States acting class.
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Tips


保持逻辑思维的敏锐






西方人在口语表达时会事先在头脑中形成类似于写作提纲的大致的逻辑框架，对开头（提出论点）、中间（发展论点）、结尾（总结或辨析）进行规划。所以学生如果应用这个逻辑，在开头陈述立场，进而发展论点，就会让考官形成思想认同，觉得你逻辑思维到位，从而取得高分。而很多中国考生过于“含蓄”，回答问题毫无计划性。以这种思维方式来与西方人进行沟通，不仅影响双方理解，而且时间（通常是45秒—1分钟）也不允许。

Sample Answers


Question 1






My favorite place to exercise is outdoors. I usually go to a local park to walk and play on the gym equipment that is there for everyone's use. During the day, while kids are usually in school, older people often meet and stretch their legs there. It gives me a warm and peaceful feeling. Also, I like forests and floral areas where the feet of Mother Nature haven't been cemented in. But wherever I decide to exercise, the purpose of doing it is to be active.






Question 2






Well, in my opinion, I definitely prefer to take a break during summer vacation instead of taking classes. The vacation is usually about four weeks, and I can separate it into two parts. In the first part, I'll go abroad, visiting my dream park Disneyland for example. When I get back, I'll still have one or two weeks to rest before going back to work. This way, I would not be too tired to focus on my studies.






Question 3






In the discussion between the two students, the woman is unhappy with the news for two reasons. The first is that she doesn't believe that forcing the students to live on campus will get them to work together. This is based on her personal experience, which was that she didn't join any study groups during the first year when she lived on campus, but when she lived off-campus, she did. Also, she says that roommates often get rowdy in the dorms, which makes it very difficult for her to focus while studying. On top of that, the parking lot will be even more crowded due to the fact that students who live on campus will park their cars on campus all day long instead of only during classes.






Question 4






The example given is the lungfish in Australia. Before a drought, it will dig a hole in the mud at the bottom of a lake and cover itself with mud to insulate against heat and retain moisture. Furthermore, its heart rate slows down to two or three beats per minute and its breathing slows down to one or two times per minute in order to conserve energy. It can go without eating for several months or even years while waiting for the return of rain and for a new lake to be formed.






Question 5






It is a conversation between two students. The woman is faced with a problem. She's pretty upset about her roommate's paintings hanging on the dorm walls, which are big and ugly. The man offers two suggestions. One is for her to just suck it up and live with it. The other is that she could tell her flat mate that she doesn't like that picture, and would like her to change it. I would prefer the first suggestion, because people need to be tolerant and adapt to their surroundings if they cannot change them. If she talks to her roommate about the picture, then their relationship might be affected.






Question 6






The professor talks about a skill that performers acquire in order to portray both the character's physical appearance and personality and thus convince the audience. In order to engage the audience, an actor needs to do research. For example, if the actor plays a king, he must then assume the personality and mindset of a king. For example, take a scene in which someone has proposed a marriage. The marriage into a royal family is not perceived as an engagement in the traditional sense. Therefore, the actor must figure out how a king would react to the event. The king might suspect the motives behind the marriage. In this way, he can play the king believably on the stage and win his audience.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


The school is making all the first-year students live on campus. What's the deal? I don't see how it will help.






W:


You are right! I understand that school authorities intend for first-year students to bond over their common problems and form a community. It's a good idea, but I am afraid that they won't get the results they want. I lived on campus in my freshman year, but I didn't see any study groups being formed. So I think the new regulation won't help freshmen as much as they think.






M:


Hmm, I see. I'm having the same experience. So, what do you think about the policy to reduce pressure on the limited parking space?






W:


That is the worst part. Don't you see that most freshmen drive their cars to school? The parking problem will be overwhelming if the school makes those students live on campus. Their cars will just take up space until they drive home on the weekend. Then what happens? The parking situation will become even worse.






M:


That's right! I haven't even thought about that problem yet.






Question 4







M:


Dormancy refers to a period in which plants or animals do not grow while awaiting certain necessary environmental conditions such as temperature, moisture, or nutrient availability. In other words, species take many measures to adapt to and survive in harsh conditions, such as food shortage and lack of water.





For example, the lungfish is found in the lakes and rivers of Australia. When waterways evaporate during the dry season, some of these species are capable of burrowing into the mud and becoming dormant. They encase themselves in holes they excavated on the bottom of a riverbed. This prevents their bodies from overheating and protects their skin in moisture, which allows them to survive for years, if necessary, until the next flood inundates the region. Also, during dormant periods of escaping from heat and drought inside the riverbed, the lungfish will stay inactive and slow down its breathing. Its heart rate therefore drops to about one or two beats per minute in order to consume less energy and stay alive only using its body's fat stores. The lungfish can bury itself in mud. It will not eat, and it will wait for water to trickle down the lake into its tiny breathing hole.






Question 5







M:


Hi, Jessica. What's up?






W:


I'm ok. However, there is something that's bothering me. Do you know Tracy, my roommate? She studies fine art and always likes to hang paintings on our dorm walls. Most of them look ugly and take up a lot of space. I want to tell her how I feel, but I don't really want to hurt her feelings.






M:


Ah, I know Tracy. She's a nice girl. You don't want to screw up your friendship with her, right? In that case, you wouldn't do anything drastic. You might be annoyed by those paintings on the wall, but they have no real negative effects on your daily life. Keeping a good relationship with your roommate is more important, so you should be more tolerant. I am sure you will get used to those decorations on the wall.






W:


Well … I guess so, but I really don't like them. You know, the pictures look weird and scare me when I pass through, especially at night.






M:


Ha-ha … that's funny. Why don't you tell her what's on your mind? Be honest; you need to let her know that you don't like these pictures. See if she can put up some more beautiful ones.






W:


I don't know. I think that I'll figure it out myself. Thanks anyway.






Question 6







W:


To act in a play is to evolve into a character and to portray the character's personality in such a way that is believable to an audience. An actor must fully become the character physically and emotionally to be convincing. So the question is: how does an actor learn to act in way that engages an audience? I will give you an example to illustrate the actor's craft.





Before an actor shows himself on stage, he must research his part. In other words, he needs to know the background and story of his character, and study personality traits he can display to fully enter into the character. For example, if the person the actor is portraying comes from a royal background, such as a king, he must then define how royalty lives and thinks. Only then can he naturally assume the identity of a king, along with the wardrobe and etiquette associated with that identity. One part of this is that the actor must understand that many affairs common to ordinary people have entirely different meanings to a king. For example, a wedding proposal is a traditional element of a typical engagement. But in order to deliver a natural performance, the actor has to deliberately consider how a king would react if someone requests his daughter's hand in marriage. He must know that the king would suspect the motivations behind the proposal; it might threaten his throne or his authority. In this way, the successful actor evolves into the royal character on the stage and wins his audience.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.


[image: alt]


[image: alt]


Question 4

[image: alt]


[image: alt]
 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a psychology class.
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States modern business class.
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Tips


注意语音和语法






很多中国考生误认为说得快就是英语流利的体现，结果发音含混不清，很多考官重点考查的发音不到位，而在词语运用上过于简单，信息含量低，这都很难让考官打高分。因此，考生在陈述过程中要有丰富的抑扬顿挫的语调。对于语句重音、语调方式及停顿等，要尽量使用得自然飘逸。此外还要注意口语的修辞化，能够恰到好处地运用一些修辞。

Sample Answers


Question 1






If I could do one thing for my community, I would volunteer at the local library. I have observed different kinds of people taking advantage of the services offered there. People from all walks of life are represented in the library. Unfortunately, due to the lack of funding, the library has had to reduce its operating hours in my city. For example, on Sunday, it is only open for four hours. If I could change one thing about my community, it would be to increase the library funding and opening hours because everyone from toddlers to elders can benefit.






Question 2






From my point of view, I definitely prefer to review my notes regularly rather than just before tests. I have two reasons for this. First of all, reviewing my notes regularly can help me do my homework more efficiently and encourage me to recall the lessons after class. There is no doubt that I will learn better this way. Second, there's a lot of work that must be done before exams, so reviewing the notes at that moment will limit the time I have for other important activities. So all in all, I prefer to review my notes regularly rather than just before tests.






Question 3






The university is about to cancel its storage service and hire an outside company to operate it. This is because the current storage is too small to meet students' needs, and the off-campus service provides students with a flexible schedule when moving. The man likes this policy because the storage offered by school has long been criticized by students for being too small and overcrowded. The man has to deliver some of his stuff home and send it back every semester. Also, the man believes the off-campus storage service is better because students can move at their own convenience without disturbing others.






Question 4






The professor talks about latent learning, which means knowledge or skill that is received without people's conscious awareness. For example, your friend drives you to school everyday, so the route to school has been kept in your mind but you don't really realize it. One day, your friend is too sick to give you a ride to school. To your surprise, you still can get to school as if your friend were driving you. Latent learning helps you follow the same route and find your school.






Question 5






The woman is moving to a new apartment tomorrow, but she doesn't have a truck to help move. The man provides her two solutions. He can borrow his friend's truck for the woman. Also, he suggests the woman should rent a truck. I prefer the first solution because she will not need to rent a truck. Rental services will charge a high price, and the woman might not be able to afford it since she needs some money for textbooks next semester. Borrowing a truck from friend is a shortcut. It could be very helpful and convenient. All she needs to do is to be careful not to scratch the truck.






Question 6






The lecture talks about two types of business communication. They are high channel richness and low channel richness. High channel richness is personal communication. It is a traditional but still critical way to communicate among business partners because the people involved will understand each other better and give appropriate responses. But this communication channel is slow since it requires people sitting together in a meeting. On the other hand, low channel richness is impersonal communication and links business individuals or groups worldwide. For example, people can use telephone or e-mail to convey information and receive feedback immediately. It is fast and convenient.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







W:


Hi, Daniel! I just finished class. Did you read about the announcement on the notice board?






M:


Are you referring to the cancellation of the storage service? I think it's a good idea to hire the off-campus storage service.






W:


Oh, yeah? It's just a change of storage service. What's the big deal?






M:


It's absolutely good news. Don't you think our storage units are too small to hold all the items we need to store? You know, I have to call a shipping service each time to deliver some of my stuff home, and then send it all back to school every semester, simply because the storage space is overcrowded.






W:


I know what you mean. The off-campus storage service will definitely provide enough room for everything.






M:


That's right. The campus is always busy and crowded during finals when all the students are storing and moving everything. It's usually the most terrible period of each semester because we can't concentrate on our studies when everybody is moving. But the situation will be better if the off-campus storage company runs the service. That way, students are able to call the service at their own convenience without disturbing others.






W:


Right, that sounds reasonable.






Question 4







M:


OK, everybody, that is the definition of latent learning. It is actually a type of learning that occurs all the time but you don't really see it until there is some incentive to make you use what you've learned. This may seem a bit silly, but it is important to understand that there is a difference between learning and performance. For example, if you are in a car going to school with a friend every day, but your friend is driving all the time, you may learn the way to get to school but have no reason to demonstrate this knowledge. However, your friend gets sick one day and you have to drive yourself for the first time. You get to school by following the same route you would go as if your friend was driving. In this way, you have demonstrated latent learning.






Question 5







M:


Hello, dear. I haven't seen you for a while. What's up?






W:


Oh, hey. I'm OK, thanks. I do have a problem, though.






M:


Tell me about it. I might be able to help.






W:


Well, I'll move to a new apartment tomorrow and I need a truck to load my furniture and everything else. But I can't think of anyone who has a truck to borrow.






M:


Well, don't worry. A friend of mine just bought a new truck. It's a big one, and I'm sure it will be good enough to carry all your stuff. I'll call him if you need his truck.






W:


Wow, that sounds great! That's so nice of you guys. But his truck is new. What if I get it dirty or scratch it? I'd feel really bad about that.






M:


Yeah, I totally understand. You might want to try a rental car, then. Maybe give the rental service a call tonight and arrange a time for tomorrow? You can rent a moving truck.






W:


I have thought about it before, but rentals are expensive. I need to save some money for my textbooks next semester.






Question 6







W:


Modern technology in general has significantly changed the methods used to communicate in business. Telephone, e-mail, and other social media have become increasingly popular methods to communicate in business as well. But the more traditional communication methods still have an important place in most businesses. Therefore, let's introduce the two types of business communication: the high channel richness and low channel richness.





High channel richness refers to personal or two-way communication in the business world. It is traditional, but still a critical and popular method of business communication, because professional verbal communication can help people clarify ideas and solve problems in ways that everyone will understand and give appropriate responses. But this communication channel is slow and sometimes not very efficient, because it requires individuals to sit together, meeting face to face.





However, in today's rapidly-growing technological society, it's understood that communication is not solely based on personal contact. Impersonal or one-way communications such as phone call or e-mailing, known as low channel richness, have been widely adopted for business purposes. For example, phone communication remains an important means of business communication because it can link partners, employees and business professionals nationally and globally. Business partners are able to receive feedback immediately. In addition, email has become the primary means for delivering short written messages. It is fast, but also provides many cost advantages when compared with other forms of communication like the telephone.
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 　Now listen to two students as they discuss the announcement.
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Question 4
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 　Now listen to a lecture on this topic in a biology class.
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Question 5
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Question 6
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 　Now listen to part of a talk in a United States sociology class.
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Tips


掌握好答题时间






平时考生在准备口试的时候应该强迫自己在最短的时间内对某个话题形成一个清晰、有逻辑性的观点以及证明过程，并试图先用中文表达出来，以后再慢慢地过渡到英语上去。





新托福是困难，更是挑战。专家表示，相信考生在了解了“托福网考”后，会有足够的信心和能力去面对这次挑战。

Sample Answers


Question 1






Being hardworking is the most important attribute for a student's success. Good students usually want to have high grades and a perfect score in all exams. Therefore, they will study very hard and aim for the best. Also, high grades require the completion of a lot of assignments and tasks. Therefore, students must work hard. Maybe they are not very clever, but they can achieve excellent marks through hard work.






Question 2






I would like to be the leader, of course. I think I am a born leader for two reasons. First, I am good at communicating with others. That is very important when leading a team with many complexities and issues. With my splendid communication skills, I can maintain a harmonious environment among my team members. And second, I do not like to be regulated by others, so the only way to avoid that is to be the leader and regulate others myself.






Question 3






The university will close the coffee shop because it is often empty and the lights are too dark. The woman disagrees with the proposal. She argues that the place is empty during the day because students are having classes, but the place is very busy at night. Students always hold parties or other activities in the evenings. Also, she says that the facility's amenities, such as the lights, have been upgraded; now they are very bright. Because of this, the coffee shop shouldn't be closed.






Question 4






The lecture talks about releasers. It means that animals tend to release certain responses when provoked by specific stimuli. The professor gives two examples to further explain the concept of releasers. He first introduces a creature called the toad, which lives in grassy places. The toad hunts for small creatures like worms, but sometimes it makes mistakes because of a releaser. In other words, the toad might catch and swallow an object such as a pencil because it looks like a worm. Also, releasers can occur with animals like geese. Geese always protect their eggs. People find that geese like to protect round objects, because they resemble eggs.






Question 5






The woman has to submit a project for her film class in two days. But she has not yet finished shooting the film, due to the weather. She decides to rewrite the plot and make the scene an indoor one instead. Also, the man suggests that she film outside the next day, which will be sunny. I would prefer the first solution because she won't have to worry about the weather and she will be able to finish her film on time if she rewrites the story. Also, leaving an uncompleted part for the next day might cause a time crunch for her, because she needs some extra time to edit the film afterward.






Question 6






In the lecture the professor talks about two types of group influence: informational influence and normative influence.





Informational influence means an individual needs the right answer from others when the situation becomes uncertain. For example, say you're driving a car to a restaurant and you're not sure which way to go. You think you should turn left, but everyone else thinks you should go straight. You change your mind and go straight.





Normative influence occurs when you want the others to accept you and you want to get their approval. For example, you're watching a movie with a person who you want to be friends with. He thinks the movie is great. You think the movie is awful. However, you won't say it because want to be accepted or liked by him.

Listening Scripts


Question 3







M:


Hey there, nice to see you. What are you up to?






W:


Well, I've just finished class and am heading back from my department. What about you?






M:


I'm just hanging around campus. Hey, did you read the news on the bulletin board? A student is proposing that the university shut down the coffeehouse in the school center.






W:


No way. Why would he propose that? It's ridiculous.






M:


Well, his logic is rather clear. There are only a few students at the coffeehouse during the day, so the space is pretty much wasted.






W:


That's not true at all. Students have classes during the day, but the place is pretty packed in the evenings. A lot of times, students even hold parties or potlucks there. It's a horrible idea to close it down.






M:


Oh, I don't live on campus, so I didn't know how it was in the evenings. What do you think about the other point in the letter? He claimed that the coffeehouse was too dark and poorly-lit.






W:


I bet the guy who wrote that letter has never been on campus in the middle of the night. They upgraded the coffeehouse lights which are just as bright as the ones in the library.






Question 4







M:


A releaser is an animal instinct induced by an external stimulus or signal that initiates a response towards a target which resembles the intended instinctual target. To explain the phenomenon further, let me give you two examples.





Let's talk about a creature called the toad. It can be found in moist, grassy places like marshes. They are taught to hunt when they are very young. Toads are not herbivores or plant eating creatures, so they search for living prey like small organisms such as worms. Sometimes their responses towards their prey can be mistaken when a releaser occurs. In other words, toads might catch a worm-like object and swallow it without knowing whether or not it is a worm. Researchers had conducted an experiment to test the response of toads to their prey. They put a pencil in front of a toad, and then the toad responded directly, because the pencil appeared to be worm-like. In addition to toads, releasers can occur to geese and cause strange behavior patterns. Geese are protective birds that react to animals that get close to their nest. They instinctually protect their eggs. It is no wonder that geese are most likely to protect objects that resemble eggs.






Question 5







M:


Hello, Lisa. I haven't seen you for a while. What keeps you busy?






W:


I'm directing a project for my film class which will be due in two days. We're supposed to shoot the last part of the film today. But it's raining today, so we can't go out and finish the part which requires the main actor to talk under sunshine in the park.






M:


That's too bad. Since you're shooting a part which requires you to film outside, you have to wait for the rain to stop.






W:


Well, there is one thing I can do. I can rewrite the film so I don't have film outside, but can film a scene inside instead. Then I won't need to worry about the weather, and I can finish my assignment.






M:


I don't think filming outside or inside will make a big difference for your movie. But the weather forecast said that tomorrow should be sunny. You can film tomorrow.






W:


My schedule is a bit tight, and filming tomorrow will be too late. I need time to edit the film afterward; otherwise, my work won't be complete or perfect.






M:


Come on! No work of art is perfect.






Question 6







W:


Majority influence is a form of social influence whereby we want to adopt the behavior, attitudes and values of the majority members after being exposed to their values or behavior. There are two types of influences. One is informational influence, and the other is normative influence.





When it comes to informational influence, we often refer to the situation that occurs when an individual changes his or her private opinions to match the members of one's group to obtain accurate information. Namely, people are most likely to use informational social influence and depend on others for the answer when a situation is ambiguous or they become uncertain about what to do. Suppose you were driving to a restaurant with your friends but you had no idea which way would lead you to the place. You knew you should turn left, while your friends in the car suggested that you drive straight ahead. Your friends' words made you change your mind and you went straight. However, their suggestion was incorrect this time. So, this example shows that the informational influence often results in private acceptance, where a person genuinely believes that the information is right.





Unlike informational influence, normative influence occurs when someone adapt to others' opinion in order to be liked or respected by the members of the group. For example, you want be friends with someone and therefore ask him to go see a movie. Even though you secretly despise the movie and think it is awful, you pretend you're interested in the movie because you want to be accepted or liked by him.


附录　笔记符号汇总

一、常用笔记符号

1　数学符号

equal: =

boost, improve, enhance, strengthen: ↑

plus: +

minus: －

times:×

divided by: ÷

degree: ℃

percent: %

per thousand: ‰

between: |.|

because, because of, due to: ∵

therefore, so, as a result, consequently: ∴

plus or minus: ±

is （much）greater/bigger/larger/faster/ quicker/heavier/older than/superior to, surpass: >

is （much）less/smaller/lighter/younger/ fewer/inferior to/worse than: <

varies as, in direct proportion to: ∝或∞

parallel, is parallel to:‖

right angle: ∟

perpendicular, is perpendicular to: ⊥

circle, circumference: ○

ellipse: 0

diameter: θ

triangle, delta: △

pressure, influence:[image: alt]


approximately, about, nearly, around, almost: ≈

as always，一直，总是，一贯：≡

into: →

contact, exchanges: ∞

conflicts, disputes, contradictions: ><

波折：<<

belong to, is of, of: ∈

victory, win, success: V

by, with, %, in: /

as always, hold on, persist, insist on: ≡

wonder, miracle: !

about: @

on one hand: ∕

on the other hand: ∕

relation, relationship: &

future: ↗

not agree: N

agree: Y

fine, good: +

better, much better: ++

bad, weak: -

worse, weaker: - -

in conclusion : =>

empty: O

representative, delegation: △

2　货币

sterling, pound: ￡

US dollar: US$

renminbi: RMB/￥

Australian dollars: #A

Austrian schillings: Sch

Canadian dollars: Can$

二、缩略词

英语当中缩略词使用的频率很高，如IMP: important, ASAP: as soon as possible。很显然，如果能熟练掌握缩略词，会对考试大有裨益。





缩略词的写法一般有四种方式：

[image: alt]


三、常用英语缩略词表 

[image: alt]


四、箭头

→

表示到达、传达：go into，arrive at，give to，send to，present to, etc.

表示导致、引导：lead to, result in, in the direction of, etc.

表示屈服：submit to

←

表示来自于：be/come from, return, receive from, etc.

表示追溯到：come/go back to, originate, etc.

↑

表示上升：up/upward/rise, increase, arise, ascend, etc.

表示发射、投放市场、发行：launch, open, start, etc.

表示发展、加强、推进：develop, strengthen, promote, etc

↑↓

表示“波折”：ups and downs, twists and turns, roller coaster, etc.


CD链接

本书配套MP3音频文件链接地址为：http://pan.baidu.com/s/1kUmWZ

密码为：viwu
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Question: The professor uses one example to illustrate the definition of “misleading
market survey”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.
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Question: The professor gives an example to illustrate the definition of “cultural
lag”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.
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Question: The professor takes two examples to illustrate the phenomenon of
“releaser” among animals. Explain how these examples are related to the reading
passage.

reparation time

00:00:00
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Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response fime: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain two approaches anti-form artists
apply to express their ideas.
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Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how weathering can break down
rocks by two primary processes: the water or plant growth.
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Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response fime: 60 seconds
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Question: Using the examples from the lecture, explain how the two types of
majority influence help change individual’s behavior.
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Describe a special event or an occasion that you have participated with your
family or friends. Include reasons and details to support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion of the university’s decision
to put limit on the usage of printing paper. State her opinion and explain
the reasons she gives for holding this opinion.
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Response time: 60 seconds
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Advancing Crediting

Advancing crediting is a popular psychological pedagogy method applied
in the field of child education. Teachers can praise students somehow
after they conduct some desirable behavior, and eventually students will
return with some good consequences. In that way, students can form
appropriate social behavior through teachers’ encouragement.
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The Closing of the Coffee Shop

The university coffee shop was built two decades ago, and students used to chat

and have meals at this café during their breaks. However, a student has written
a letter to the school and suggested closing the coffee shop due to the following
reasons. First, not many students go to the coffeehouse nowadays. It is usually
empty during the day because many students complain it is not a good place to
meet people. Second, the place is dark and poorly lit. Overall, the coffee shop is
not a good place to study.
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New Printing Rules in the Computer Lab

Western University has decided to limit the usage of printing paper in
the computer lab. Each student may print up to 100 copies per month.
This is because some students complain that too much paper is wasted
and the printers often get paper stuck in the machine. Therefore, the
number of printing paper should be controlled in order to save the paper
resource and ensure the proper operation of the printers in the computer
lab.
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The response fulfills
the demands of the
task, with at most
minor lapses in
completeness. It is
highly intelligible and
exhibits sustained,

coherent discourse. A
response at this level
is characterized by
all of the following:

Speech is
generally clear,
fluid, and
sustained. It may
include minor
lapses or minor
difficulties with
pronunciation or
intonation. Pace
may vary at times
as the speaker
attempts to recall
information.
Overall
intelligibility
remains high.

The response
demonstrates good
control of basic and
complex grammatical
structures that allow
for coherent, efficient
(automatic) expression
of relevant ideas.
Contains generally
effective word choice.
Though some minor (or
systematic) errors or
imprecise use may be
noticeable, they do not
require listener effort
(or obscure meaning).

The response presents a
clear progression of ideas
and conveys the relevant
information required

by the task. It includes
appropriate detail, though
it may have minor errors
or minor omissions.
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the university’s decision of
a two-day graduation ceremony. State her opinion and explain the reasons she
gives for holding that opinion.
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Question: Explain the woman’s opinion towards the school announcement and
why she holds that opinion.
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appropriately, but
may fall short

of being fully
developed. It is
generally intelligible
and coherent, with
some fluidity of
expression, though
it exhibits some
noticeable lapses in
the expression of
ideas. A response
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at least two of the
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generally clear,
with some fluidity
of expression, but
it exhibits minor
difficulties with
pronunciation,
intonation, or
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require some
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times. Overall
intelligibility
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however.
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automatic and effective
use of grammar and
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coherent expression of
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imprecise or inaccurate
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grammatical structures
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communication of the
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M General Description Language Use Topic Development

The response is
sustained and conveys
relevant information
required by the task.
However, it exhibits
some incompleteness,
inaccuracy, lack of
specificity with respect to
content, or choppiness in
the progression of ideas.

The response is
connected to the
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may be missing
some relevant
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contain inaccuracies.
It contains some
intelligible speech,
but at times problems
with intelligibility
and/or overall
coherence may
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at least two of the
following:
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level throughout.
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obscure meaning
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throughout).

The response is limited
in the range and control
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grammar demonstrated
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structures may be used,
but typically contain
errors). This results

in limited or vague
expression of relevant
ideas and imprecise or
inaccurate connections.
Automaticity of
expression may only be
evident at the phrasal
level.

The response conveys
some relevant
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incomplete or inaccurate.
It is incomplete if it
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An inaccurate
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discussed.
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Misleading Market Survey
Misleading market survey is a common economic phenomenon happened during
market analysis. The purpose of market survey is to determine whether the target
consumers have the potential to purchase the product and to estimate the total
number of buyers before actual production.

However, some positive survey results may lead to companies’ wrong
interpretation or even unwise decisions, due to a lack of accurate understanding
of consumer mentality. For example, when asked questions “would you like to
buy...?”, the consumers tend to answer “yes”, but they probably will not buy it.
It's because they are answering questions out of social desire, but the answer
does not necessarily represent their true purchase judgment.
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Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the university’s decision to
make changes on course schedule. State his opinion and explain the reasons he
gives for holding that opinion.
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Response time: 60 seconds
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Cultural Lag

Technology change is not new. The effects of a technology change on people
are not new either. When a new technology is developed, many people cannot

understand it and may have negative attitude toward it. The term cultural
lag refers to the notion that culture takes time to catch up with technological
innovations. However, as the time changes, people will gradually accept it and
corporate the new technology into their daily life.
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Releaser

A releaser is a strong response by animals to specific stimuli, which serves as the
trigger for complex behavior and environmentally affects animal action patterns.

For example, some male species will attack anything red during mating season.
Usually this results in attacking other animals with red colors or red shades on
their bodies. However, they may release an attacking response even if the targets
do not resemble a living animal.
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how animals prevent
themselves from being attacked by predators.
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Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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'W: That girl’s statement is clear. She believes that
the school cafeteria should never offer snacks,
simply because students must eat healthy food.

M: I can’t stand her opinion. I think most of the
food the dining hall offers is healthy, and the
snacks are only a small portion. We need both
regular meals and snacks because we may feel
hungry when spending too much time on group
discussions or writing papers. Sometimes, after
sitting at a desk for a while, I can’t concentrate
any longer without a chocolate bar.

‘W: You are absolutely right! But those snacks are
pretty expensive, though. What’s your opinion
about this?

M: That’s true. The candy bars are not cheap, and
we have to save money for other important things.
But we do have another way out: we can buy
snacks from the stores close to our campus. It will
be much cheaper.

W: v blv: cafe x snck, " stu —
hithy(=healthy) fd

M: %, most fd — hithy, snck |

stu need meal + snck, . hungry when [
tm — study, x © if no snck (chocolate)

W: v/, butsnck $ T, Ask opin?
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Question: The professor takes one example to illustrate the theory of T
“advancing crediting”. Explain how the example is related to the reading
passage.
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions.
Then state which solution you recommend and explain why.
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Response time: 60 seconds






OEBPS/Image00104.jpg





OEBPS/Image00225.jpg





OEBPS/Image00103.jpg
| section | Question | [oiecions il Options |
Speaking 40l 6 Continve 4 =
Reading time: 45 seconds

Information Overload
“Information overload” is a term popularized by Alvin Toffler. It refers to the
difficulty a person can have in understanding an issue or making decisions. It can
be caused by the presence of too much information.

It is now common for people to get many e-mails, reports and incoming
messages and they have to deal with them effectively. The advent of modern
computers has created and duplicated vast amounts of information, and thus
the problem of Information Overload appear amongst the general population. The
root of the problem is although computers’ processing ability and memory volume
are increasing all the time, we humans, who are meant to utilize the information,
are not getting any faster in terms of our brain power. As a result, the human
mind is actually the bottleneck in the process.
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False-cause Error

False-cause error is a misconception resulting from incorrect relationship between
the cause and the effect of events. It occurs when something is assumed to be
the cause of an event merely because it happened before the event. Assuming
that because B comes after A, A caused B. Of course, sometimes one event
really does cause another one that comes later. But sometimes two events that
seem related in time are not really related as cause and consequence. That is,
correlation is not the same thing as causation.
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Question: The professor uses two life examples to illustrate the definition of
“information overload”. Explain how this example is related to the reading
passage.

Preparation tim

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses his personal experience to illustrate the definition of
“false-cause error”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

ration time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response fime: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

para

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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1. Personal Pref-
erence
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This question asks the test taker to express and.

defend a personal choice from a given category,
such as important people or places, or events or
activities that the test taker enjoys.

Preparation Time: 15 seconds
RAHE 158
Response Time: 45 seconds

EAE I - 45 A

2. Choice
B2

This question asks the test taker to make and’
defend a personal choice between two con-
trasting behaviors or courses of action, such as
watching movies at home or watching movies in.
theatres ete.

Preparation Time: 15 seconds
AW 158
Response Time: 45 seconds

EAE I - 45 A
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® A reading passage (75-100 words) presents
a campus-related issue.
3. Campus Situation Topic: ' ® A listening passage (60-80 seconds.

Preparation Time:
30 seconds

Fit and Explain 150-180 words) comments on the issue in the 487 : 30 £
AR reading passage. Response Time:

FRALE S MAFRE | ® The question asks the test taker to summa-
rize the speaker’s opinion within the context
of the reading passage.

60 seconds
= ;60 A

® A reading passage (75-100 words) broadly

defines a term, process, or idea from an aca-

demic subject.

4. Academic Course Topic: | ® An excerpt from a lecture (60-90 seconds,
General/Specific 150-220 words) provides examples and spe-
FARREEM cific information to illustrate the term, process,
s Bk or idea from the reading passage.

@ The question asks the test taker to combine

and convey important information from the

reading passage and the lecture.

Preparation Time:
30 seconds
AeguriE 30 4
Response Time:
60 seconds
EAaHE - 60 A
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Describe an incident in which a friend of yours surprised you. Include reasons
and details to support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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New Policies on the Usage of Printing Paper
The college computer lab has decided to charge students for printing fee
when students print ten or more than ten copies at one time. Considering the
limited paper resources and printing ink, proper charges can raise the students’
awareness of saving paper. Also, the printer often broke down after frequent
usage and a new printer is badly needed. The printing fee can also cover part
of expenditure on the printer, the paper and the ink. The fee will be 5 cents for
every page and it is a reasonable price if not wasting any pages.
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Extension of Library Hours

The university library is usually open from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. on weekdays. But

the school authorities have currently decided to extend the library hours to

twenty-four hours a day during the final exam period. Normally, students are so

involved with their papers, assignments, and preparation for the finals at the end

of each semester that sometimes they stay up all night to find the references

they need in the library. A library that is open twenty-four hours a day is essential

to their studies. To compensate for the cost of extended hours during the finals

period, the school will shorten the library hours during vacation season.
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Do you like travel to somewhere you have never been or the place you have ever
been? Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Do you prefer outdoor or indoor activities during the holidays? Include reasons
and details to support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the university’s decision
to charge printing fee. State her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for
holding that opinion.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the university’s extension of
library hours. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that
opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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The response is very | Consistent Range and control of Limited relevant
limited in content pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary | content is expressed.
and/or coherence or | stress, and severely limit (or The response

is only minimally intonation prevent) expression of | generally lacks
connected to the task, | difficulties cause ideas and connections substance beyond
or speech is largely | considerable listener  among ideas. Some expression of very
unintelligible. A effort; delivery is lowlevel responses may | basic ideas. Speaker
response at this level | choppy, fragmented, | rely heavily on practiced ' may be unable

is characterized by | or telegraphic; or formulaic expressions. | to sustain speech

at least two of the frequent pauses and to complete the
following: hesitations. task and may rely
heavily on repetition
of the prompt.

0 | Speaker makes no attempt to respond OR response is unrelated to the topic.
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The response fulfills | Generally well- Response demonstrates | Response is
the demands of the | paced flow (fluid effective use of grammar | sustained and
task, with at most expression). Speech | and vocabulary. It sufficient to the
minor lapses in is clear. It may exhibits a fairly high task. It is generally
completeness. It is include minor degree of automaticity | well developed

4 highly intelligible and | lapses, or minor with good control of basic  and coherent;
exhibits sustained, difficulties with and complex structures | relationships
coherent discourse. A | pronunciation (as appropriate). Some | between ideas
response at this level | or intonation minor (or systematic) are clear (or clear
is characterized by all | patterns, which do | errors are noticeable but | progression of
of the following: not affect overall | do not obscure meaning. | ideas).

intelligibility.
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The response
addresses the task
appropriately, but may
fall short of being
fully developed. It is
generally intelligible
and coherent, with
some fluidity of
expression, though

it exhibits some
noticeable lapses in
the expression of
ideas. A response

at this level is
characterized by

at least two of the
following:

Speech is generally
clear, with some
fluidity of
expression, though
minor difficulties
with pronunciation,
intonation, or pacing
are noticeable and
may require listener
effort at times
(though overall

not significantly
affected).

The response
demonstrates fairly
automatic and effective
use of grammar and
vocabulary, and fairly
coherent expression of
relevant ideas. Response
may exhibit some
imprecise or inaccurate
use of vocabulary or
grammatical structures
or be somewhat limited
in the range of structures
used. This may affect
overall fluency, but

it does not seriously
interfere with the
communication of the
message.

4

M General Description Language Use Topic Development

Response is
mostly coherent
and sustained

and conveys
relevant ideas/
information. Overall
development

is somewhat
limited, usually
lacks elaboration
or specificity.
Relationships
between ideas may
at times not be
immediately clear.

1

The response
addresses the task,
but development

of the topic is
limited. It contains
intelligible speech,
although problems
with delivery and/

or overall coherence
occur; meaning may
be obscured in places.
A response at this
level is characterized
by at least two of the
following:

Speech is basically
intelligible, though
listener effort is
needed because of
unclear articulation,
awkward intonation,
or choppy rhythm/
pace; meaning may
be obscured in
places.

The response
demonstrates limited
range and control of
grammar and vocabulary.
These limitations often
prevent full expression
of ideas. For the most
part, only basic sentence
structures are used
successfully and spoken
with fluidity. Structures
and vocabulary may
express mainly simple
(short) and/or general
propositions, with simple
or unclear connections
made among them (serial
listing, conjunction,
Jjuxtaposition).

The response is
connected to the
task, though the
number of ideas
presented or the
development of
ideas is limited.
Mostly basic ideas
are expressed
with limited
elaboration (details
and support). At
times relevant
substance may be
vaguely expressed
or repetitious.
Connections of
ideas may be
unclear.
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® The listening passage (60-90 seconds,
180-220 words) is a conversation about a
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time
00: 0

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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What are some important effects of the worldwide availability of the Internet
on modern people’s life? Use specific details and examples to support your
response.

Preparation time
O 00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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If you could do one thing for your community, what would you do and why?

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how specific chemicals released by
animals help them identify location and attract mates.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Using the example from the lecture, explain the skills of performance
actors or actresses have to evolve into a character.

ration ti

e
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Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds

A student writes a letter to propose that the university should create a new
magazine for psychology majors. The reasons are rather clear. First, the
psychology program is first-rate. The students are all talented writers and are
working to complete long thesis papers and other articles. Therefore, creating a
psychology magazine will encourage more students of this major to publish their
papers and gain some visibility. Second, other students can learn how to write
papers, and it is an excellent way to recognize students who work hard.

A Letter from a Student
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Cancellation of Storage Service

The storage service is owned by the university, and it is managed and operated
by university employees. It provides short and long-term storage of students’
personal staff. However, an announcement has currently declared that the school
is about to cancel the storage service that is open to the students and will hire
an outsourcing company to operate the service. This is because the small storage
spaces are no longer enough for the students’ storage needs, while the off-
campus storage service provides bigger units for property storage. It also allows
students to move and store their stuff according to their own schedule, and
therefore, it allows the service to efficiently meet all students’ needs.
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Some students prefer to go to universities or colleges in their hometown. Others
prefer to go to universities or colleges in new cities or towns. Which do you prefer
and why? Include details and examples in your explanation.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Some students like to regularly review their notes, while others like to review their
notes just before tests. State your choice and explain why.

Response time: 45 seconds
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Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds

Vo 8k Wa wde

Question: The discussion talks about the proposal in the letter. Briefly summarize
the proposal and explain the woman's opinion towards the letter and why she
holds that opinion.
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Question: The professor gives an experience to illustrate the definition of
“pidirectional communication” between parents and their babies. Explain how
this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds






OEBPS/Image00310.jpg
| Section i Guestion | [irections J _Options___]
Speaking  4of 6 e o

Question: The professor takes one example to illustrate “dormancy”. Explain how
this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation f
Response time: 60 seconds






OEBPS/Image00202.jpg





OEBPS/Image00323.jpg





OEBPS/Image00205.jpg
| section i Question |
Speaking  6of 6 [N

Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how the long distance navigation
helps animals migrate and identify location.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Using the points and examples from the lecture, explain the difference
between high channel richness and low channel richness used to communicate
in business.

Preparation fime: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Which do you prefer, going shopping with a specific purpose or just wandering
around? Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.

Preparation

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds





OEBPS/Image00328.jpg
| secton i Queston |
Speaking 2016

Which one would you like to become in future, leader or follower?

eparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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As for students, how to get better grades and improve efficiency in the class?
Include reasons and details to support your response.

aration tim

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Which characteristic is the most important for a student to succeed, high-
motivated, hardworking or intelligent?

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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A Two-Day Graduation Ceremony
The university newspaper announced that the graduation ceremony will be split
over two days. The decision is based on the following reasons: first, the number
of students graduated this year has risen; therefore, the ceremony’s duration will
be quite long. Secondly, each student can invite their guests to their graduation
ceremony; however, the auditorium is too small to hold the entire student body
and their guests.
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Image Advertisement

In business, many entities such as companies, products, or brands create specific
images to increase consumer awareness. This approach of sales promotion is

known as image advertisement. The image advertisement attempts to create a
positive and easy-to-imagine logo to boost sales. Its two basic functions are to (1)
create a favorable mental picture in an entertaining way, and (2) help people to
remember the advertisement.






OEBPS/Image00320.jpg
[Direcions J_—__Options ___]
Continue 5 &,
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Latent Learning

Latent learning is a psychological phenomenon referring to a form of learning in
which knowledge is received without immediate awareness. Namely, it is when

people learn something in their daily life, but the knowledge is not immediately
expressed and may not be available to the conscious mind until specific
experiences force this knowledge to be demonstrated. For instance, a child may
observe a parent setting the table or tightening a screw, but does not act on this
learning for a year. Then suddenly, he finds he knows how to do these things.
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Question: Explain the man'’s opinion towards the school announcement and why
he holds that opinion.

Preparation time

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor gives an example to illustrate basic functions of “image
advertisement”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor takes one example to describe the phenomenon of “latent
learning”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor takes one example to illustrate the phenomenon of
“opportunity cost”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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If a visitor is going to your own country, describe something you would like him to
pay attention to.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Using the points and examples from the lecture, explain how the
business network benefits business organizations.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Adding New Program

The psychology department is proposing to offer a new program called “Table
Talk” next semester. In each weekly session, a number of different professors
will hold a discussion. The school authorities believe the program will attract

lots of students once it opens, because it provides a great opportunity for
interaction between students and professors. Students can benefit from the
face-to-face contact with their teachers, while professors can provide relevant
responses based on the questions students ask. Also, there are a large number
of psychology majors, so it is difficult for students to know each other well. When
the new program opens, students will have a better chance to meet friends and
build up their network.
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Which do you prefer, prepared food or fresh food prepared by yourself? 0

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Explain the woman's opinion towards the program and why she holds
that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Opportunity Cost

Opportunity cost is an economic phenomenon describing the next-best choice
available to someone who has picked between several mutually exclusive
choices. The notion of opportunity cost plays a crucial part in ensuring that scarce
resources are used efficiently. For example, there are many options in a scenario.
When people with a fixed amount of money choose one of them and benefit from
it, they must give up the benefits associated with other options.
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Question: Using the points and examples from the lecture, explain the two
adaptations of animals enduring extreme environments.

Preparation

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Some people like to take a break or get a job during summer vacation. Others
think it is better to take classes. Which do you prefer and why?

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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When it's a nice day outside, where is your favorite place to exercise?

Response time: 45 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds
Announcement in the University Newspaper

The university newspaper has an announcement stating that all first-year students
are required to live on campus. This is because students often face difficulties
on a wide range of issues during their first year. Living on campus will allow these
students to confront these issues together. For example, it's more convenient for
first-year students to build social network or to find study groups if they live on
campus. Also, school administrators believe that the new policy will help avoid
overcrowding of the limited parking space.
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Dormancy

In biology, dormancy occurs when organisms, both plant and animals, are
subjected to environmental stress. It is a period in an organism'’s life cycle when
growth, development, and physical activity are temporarily stopped. For example,
some animals become dormant in order to escape cold weather and food
shortages during the winter. Also, minimizing physical activity helps organisms to
conserve energy and lessen their demands on the environment.
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Question: Explain the woman's opinion towards the university’s announcement
and why she holds that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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A Letter from a Student
A letter written by a student proposes that the running trails around campus be
paved over with cement. His suggestion is based on the following considerations:
First, the current trails are made of sand and always get muddy after it rains. The
runners slip very easily on the sandy trails. However, a cement trail would be skid-
proof and much safer. Second, cement trails look nicer, and would attract more
runners.
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Experimental Effect

Experimental effect is an interesting phenomenon that occurs when researchers
perform experiments. The accuracy of the experimental outcome turns out just

as hypothesized or expected — not because of the knowledge or the methods
of the researchers, but because their expectations tend to affect the processes
and results of the experiment. For example, a researcher who predicts that the
outcome of the experiment will not be the expected one may take actions that
make the unexpected result more likely, thus fulfilling the original hypothesis.






OEBPS/Image00174.jpg
| section I Question |
Speaking  3of &

Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the student letter. State his
opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.

tion time
0

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds.
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Question: The professor gives an example to illustrate the “experimental effect”
phenomenon. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how the paintings were made more
realistic and more perspective after Renaissance.

Response time: 60 seconds
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “It is important to
remember the past and learn things from the past.” Use specific reasons to
support your answer.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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People have a lot of ways to make friends. What do you think is a good way to
make friends? Include specific reasons and details in your explanation.

5 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Research Thesis Required by the University

All senior literature majors are required to write a research thesis before
graduating from the university. Considering the thesis is longer than any other
research paper and requires more professional know-how, the school will
designate advisors for each student during the writing of the research thesis. This
is because the school authorities are reasoning that students will acquire more
knowledge and skills for conducting more complicated academic researches,
which will build up a strong foundation for graduate studies.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Students should always
study in quiet places.” Use specific reasons and examples to support your
position.

ration time
0

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds
The Changes on Course Schedule

Some changes have been made on the course schedule. The physics course
used to take place during 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., now it is adjusted to 7 p.m. to 9

p.m. This adjustment is made because many students have to do their part-
time jobs on Thursday morning, so by shifting the course to the evening would
ensure that more students can attend the course. Absentees need to ask for a
leave in advance with a reasonable excuse, otherwise, scores will be deducted
accordingly.
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Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the university’s policy to
demand students to write a research thesis before graduation. State his opinion
and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds.
Response time: 60 seconds
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Describe the changes in your life five years from now on. Please include specific
examples and details in your explanation.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Some people think that money and power are the symbol of success. Do
you agree or disagree? Please include specific examples and details in your
explanation.

Preparati e

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds
Bidirectional Communication

Bidirectional communication refers to a unique connection between parents and
their children. The parents-child relationship can be described as a constant back
and forth. Parents can influence children; children can also influence parents;
they change each other. These bidirectional influences affect parent-child
attachment over a lifetime. For example, when infants are born, they attach to
their parents. However, parents’ baby talks and messages of love do as much to
enhance their own attachment to the child as the child’s attachment to them.






OEBPS/Image00084.jpg





OEBPS/Image00085.jpg
[ section i Question |
Speaking  6of 6

Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how herd animals protect their cubs
and old ones.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and the possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds






OEBPS/Image00182.jpg
U

Describe a person whom you would like to spend time with. Explain why you
would like to spend time with this person. Include reasons and details to support
your response.

Preparation fime: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how different eyes positions of birds
can help them to prey and avoid predators.

Preparation fime: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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If you could study a subject that you have never leared, what would you choose?
Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details in your explanation.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: The professor uses two experiments to illustrate the definition of “social
referencing”. Explain how the two experiments are related to the reading passage.

Preparation fime: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Social Referencing

Social referencing is a process in which infants seek out and interpret
the emotional responses from their parents to form their own emotional

understanding of unfamiliar events, objects, or people. The concept of social
referencing in children has been the subject of increasing studies over the last
quarter of a century, as developmental psychologists seek to understand the
formation of emotion in infants and children. Researches in this area have sought
to understand how children learn to respond emotionally to various events, how
they learn to interpret emotional responses of others, and how they form ideas
about appropriateness of emotional displays.
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Advancing Crediting

Advancing crediting is a popular psychological pedagogy method applied in
the field of child education. Teachers can praise students somehow after they

conduct some desirable behavior, and eventually students will return with some
good consequences. In that way, students can form appropriate social behavior
through teachers’ encouragement.
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Self-serving Bias

Self-serving bias occurs when people attribute their successes to internal or
personal factors but attribute their failures to situational or external factors

beyond their control. In other words, it is a tendency to take credit for successful
outcomes, and to deny responsibility for the unsuccessful ones. For example,
self-serving bias can be found in the workplace. Victims of serious occupational
accidents tend to attribute their accidents to external factors, whereas their
coworkers and management tend to attribute the accidents to the victims’ own
actions.
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the university's decision
to put limit on the usage of printing paper. State her opinion and explain the
reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds






OEBPS/Image00271.jpg
Speaking 3 of 6 Voldhe s Wit Wl

Question: Explain the student’s opinion towards the policy about fine arts courses
and why he holds that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor takes one example to illustrate the theory of “advancing
crediting”. Explain how the example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time:
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor takes one example to illustrate “self-serving bias”.
Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the university's decision to
build a new school auditorium. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives

for holding that opinion.

Preparatic
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Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Some people prefer to watch entertainment TV programs while others prefer to
watch educational programs. Which do you prefer? why? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your answer.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

time

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The man discusses two possible solutions to the woman’s problem.
Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two
solutions you prefer and explain why.

Preparat
0

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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New Policy of the School Auditorium
The university is proposing to demolish the former auditorium and build a new

one. The authorities claim that the old building is too old to equal that of other
universities, and the appearance is dirty and outdated. The new auditorium
will have advanced stereo systems and the stage will be redecorated as well.
Besides, considering the increasing number of student enroliment, the new
building with expanded halls can hold more teachers and students, which will
enhance the audience’s experience.
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how maternal care affects the
behavior of adult rats.

Preparation tim

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how animals prevent themselves
from being attacked by predators.

Preparation tim
00: 0

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Using the points and examples from the lecture, explain how alarm
signals can help animals avoid danger.

Preparati

time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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What's the most important quality a good neighbor should have? Include reasons
and details to support your response.

Preparation time
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Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds

Adding Fine Arts Courses
The university has decided to add three fine arts courses, including music,
dance performance and sculpture, as part of the mandatory courses required
for all undergraduate students. In planning this new undergraduate program, the
university officials had the following concerns. First, after four years of college,
graduates would have to face an entirely different kind of stress not found in
school. The new stressful working environment might require various skills for the
graduates to be more competitive and better-performing. Therefore, the school
believes the additional fine arts courses are essential for all students to have
an advantage in their future job. Second, students are fully involved with their
studies and suffer a great deal of pressure from their exams and assignments.
Therefore, taking music, dance or sculpture would help students ease that
pressure and help them relax.






OEBPS/Image00071.jpg
| Secton [ Question |
Speaking

5006

Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses an example to illustrate the definition of “priming”. l
Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

‘eparation time
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Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the school’s decision to
reduce the number of sculpture class students. State her opinion and explain the
reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The man expresses his opinion of the compliant letter. State his
opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.

paration tim
00: 0
Preparation time: 30 seconds

Response time: 60 seconds






OEBPS/Image00161.jpg





OEBPS/Image00282.jpg





OEBPS/Image00066.jpg
30f6

[ section | question | iectons il Options ___|
Speaking Conine | 85, pls E o
i

Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the university's decision to
eliminate news comments on school newspaper. State her opinion and explain
the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds
Priming

Priming, one kind of implicit memory effects, refers to an increased sensitivity to
certain stimuli due to prior experience. It can occur after perceptual, semantic,
or conceptual stimulus repetition and it can affect the subject’s judgment. It
happens, for example, if a person reads a list of words including the word “table”,
and is later asked to complete a word starting with “tab”, the probability that he
answer “table” is greater than if not so primed.

The effects of priming can be very salient and long lasting, even more so than
simple recognition memory. Unconscious priming effects can affect word choice on
a word-stem completion test long after the words have been consciously forgotten.

2
e
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Reading time: 45 seconds
Process Explanation

Process explanation is a description of an orderly process such as a math
formula or a scientific technique. It often happens when someone encounters
some difficulties in operating particular projects. There are two types of process
explanation: directive explanation and informational explanation. Directive
explanation is to directly demonstrate or tell people how to carry out a project
step by step. Informational explanation means giving people a general idea about
the project without presenting how to follow the instructions and finish the tasks

accordingly.
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Altruism

Altruism is a well-documented animal behavior, in which an animal sacrifices its
own well-being for the benefit or safety of another animal. This behavior appears

most obviously in kin relationships but may also be evident amongst wider social
groups. For example, in many bird and mammal species, individuals that spy a
predator will give alarm calls to other members of the group even though such
action would seem to bring the attention of the predator to them. However, alarm
callers may actually benefit by causing the group to panic, allowing the caller to
slip away in the ensuing confusion.
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New Policies on School Newspaper

The school newspaper will eliminate event reports and news comments in the
future issues, and this is due to some practical concerns: firstly, our school
website is providing some news reports and comments that students can read
and download easily from school official websites; secondly, due to its difficulties
and extra working hours, there are not enough student reporters who are willing
to write critical comments on the latest news.
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Question: The professor gives his personal experience to illustrate the definition
and two types of “process explanation”. Explain how this example is related to
the reading passage.

Preparation time
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Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor takes an example to illustrate the phenomenon of
“Altruism”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation
0 00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Describe one important thing you have ever learnt in your childhood. Include
reasons and details to support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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“Instead of always being busy, one should have a relaxed life style.” Do you agree
or disagree with the above statement? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

on time
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Preparation time: 15 seconds.
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation tim

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Describe the experience which has positive effect in your life. Please offer your
explanation and details.

ation time

Response time: 45 seconds
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Announcement from the School Art Department

The school art department is planning to downsize the sculpture class from 30

students to 15. The change is made based on two reasons: firstly, small-scale
classroom activities, a crucial part of art class activities, can only be done with
no more than 20 students; if there are too many students, not every student
can put his attention to the teacher’s instruction. Also, printing arts materials is
costly because large amounts of ink will be needed. Thus, reducing the number
of students can save some resources for further needs.
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Reading time: 45 seconds
A Student’s Notice on Bulletin Board

The university has many cafeterias, most of which, large or small, offer fresh
food, choices and entertainment. Eating in the cafeterias is not only convenient,

but also delicious. However, a student has currently put up a notice to complain
about the food quality and variety in the cafeteria on the university bulletin board.
Her reasoning is that the dining room also provides students with snacks and
junk food besides the regular and healthy diet. She strongly recommends that
more fruits and vegetables instead of snacks be made available in the cafeteria.
Therefore, students would be healthier if they have plenty of good quality food.
Plus, they would not waste their money on junk food.
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Cell phones should be
forbidden in some places.” Use specific reasons and examples to support your
answer.

Preparation time
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Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Do you prefer to work at home or at office? Please give specific reasons and
details to explain your answer.

Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how the advertisement can be
designed to make the viewers remember the name of a product.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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A Complaint Letter
According to school policy, first year students are not allowed to park their

cars on campus. Recently, many students find this policy unreasonable for two
reasons. First, college freshmen need to use automobiles to find part-time jobs,
and it will waste a lot of time to walk to the workplaces. Also, freshmen would
easily feel homesick from time to time, and they really need to drive home to visit
their parents at weekends. It is inconvenient for those whose homes are miles
away to take buses to reach their destination.
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Restriction of Cycling on Campus
University has come to a regulation that students are not allowed to ride their

bicycles on campus any more. Instead, school will offer free campus shuttle buses
to transfer students around campus. This new regulation of restricting cycling is
based on the considerations below: First, students riding bikes make the roads
and tracks overcrowded, especially during the rush hours. Also, security concern is
another issue because many students drive to school everyday. With the increasing
number of students riding bicycles, car accidents are likely to occur.
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the complaint letter. State
her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses two examples to illustrate the definition of “fixed
pattern of animal behavior”. Explain how these examples are related to the
reading passage.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses two experiments to illustrate the definition of
“learning by observation”. Explain how these two experiments are related to the
reading passage.

Preparation tim
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Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor takes an example to illustrate an interesting navigation
system called “echolocation”. Explain how this example is related to the reading
passage.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Fixed Action Patterns of Animal Behavior
A fixed action pattern refers to a sequence of innate behaviors that is essentially

unchangeable and usually conducted to completion once started. It is triggered
by a sensory stimulus called a sign stimulus. Because the animal responds to
the sign stimulus, rather than the environment as a whole, it may be “tricked”
by signals that are out of their usual context. Even human beings have some
behaviors in fixed action patterns, such as sneezes. Understanding some fixed
patterns of animal behavior can help us to look deeper into the behavior of
animals.
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

ration time
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Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain why birds can fly so long a distance. I

Preparation time
00: 0

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Using points and examples from the talk, explain how play can help
children to develop their emotional control and release their anxiety.

Prepa
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Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds






OEBPS/Image00054.jpg
| section i Question |
Speaking  30f 6

Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the university's decision to
increase the students number in each class. State his opinion and explain the
reasons he gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation fime: 30 seconds
Response fime: 60 seconds
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Some people prefer to have classes during the day and do part-time jobs in the
evening while others prefer to have classes in the evening and do part-time jobs
during the day. Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

Preparation tim
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Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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“Participating in class discussions makes students learn more.” Do you agree
or disagree with the above statement? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

Preparation time
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Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “All students should be
required to study art and music in secondary school.” Use specific reasons to
support your answer.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds

Announcements on Increasing Students Number Limit in Each Class

Under the pressure of amounting applications, the school decides to increase the
limit of student number from 8 students to 15 for each class. In recent months,
the number of students registering for new courses is rising steadily. Due to the
limited number of school faculties, it is necessary to raise the limit number to
take more students in. The school has also made relevant adjustments to ensure
the instructional quality and learning effects.
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Describe a person whom you'd like to talk with often (this person could be one of

your close friends, family members or teachers). Include reasons and details to
support your response.

ration t

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Describe the most important decision that you have ever made.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain what adaptation seabirds have
made to living in the sea.

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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New Printing Rules in the Computer Lab
Western University has decided to limit the usage of printing paper in the
computer lab, which means each student may print up to 100 copies per month.
This is because some students complain that too much paper is wasted and the
printer often got paper stuck in the machine. Therefore, the number of printing
paper should be controlled in order to save paper resource and ensure the proper
operation of the printer in the computer lab.
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Describe a day that you enjoy the most or is the most special for you. Include
reasons and details to support your response.

time

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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“People are never too late to receive university education to get a degree.” Do
you agree or disagree with the above statement? Include reasons and examples
to support your response.

aration time

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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When on a trip, some people like to keep a journal and take pictures. Others just
look. Which do you prefer and why?

Preparation time

0 00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Subliminal Perception
Subliminal perception is defined as receiving the influences without being aware
of the existence of stimulus. This phenomenon is often observed when people
are affected by a certain subject unconsciously when making decisions.

If applied properly, subliminal perception could be used to adjust people’s
thought without their knowing. In such cases, people often fail to be aware of
the existence of the stimulus because it is either too short or too subtle to be
noticed.
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Transfer of Learning

Transfer of learning refers to the effect that knowledge or abilities acquired in one
area have on problem solving or knowledge acquisition in other areas. There are

two types of Transfer of learning: the positive transfer and the negative transfer.

Positive transfer emphasizes the beneficial effects of prior experience on current
thinking and action. Negative transfer, in contrast, is a type of interference effect
of prior experience causing a slow-down in learing or solving of a new task.
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Question: The professor uses an experiment to illustrate the definition of
“observational learning”. Explain how this example is related to the reading
passage.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses one example to illustrate the definition of “subliminal
perception”. Explain how the example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses two examples to illustrate the concept of “transfer
of learning”. Please explain how the examples are related to the reading passage.

Preparation tim

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the university’s decision to
increase the ticket price. State his opinion and explain the reasons he gives for
holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Observational Learning

Some scientists believed that direct reinforcement could not account for all
types of learning. Bandura's learning theory added a social element, arguing

that people can learn new information and behaviors by watching other people.
Known as observational learning (or modeling), this type of learning can be used
to explain a wide variety of behaviors. Observational learning takes place when an
individual acquires a habit or skill through witnessing the performance of another
person. Such learning often, but not always, involves imitation of the observed
activities.
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The man discusses two possible solutions to the woman’s problem.
Describe the problem and the two solutions. Then state which of the two
solutions you prefer and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Notice of Price Increase
The university decides to increase the ticket price of University Recreational

Centre by 25%, from 20 dollars per person to 25 dollars each. The benefits
will be spent on updating current entertainment facilities and buying novel
equipments. The new price schedule will be effective from Oct. 1st this year.
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Describe the most unforgettable success in your life and your feeling about it.
Include reasons and details to support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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What activities did you like when you were a child? Include reasons and details to
support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and illustrate two types of product utility.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Using the points and examples from the lecture, explain how the
examples of camera angle manipulation can affect images in the scene.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the school’s policy. State
her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Reference Group

A reference group is a concept referring to a group to which an individual or another

group is compared. It is the group to which the individual relates or aspires to relate
himself or herself psychologically. It becomes the individual’'s frame of reference

and the source for organizing his or her experiences, perceptions, cognition, and

ideas of self.

Reference groups provide the benchmarks and contrast needed for comparison
and evaluation of group or personal characteristics. Robert K. Merton hypothesized
that individuals compare themselves with reference groups of people who occupy
the social role to which the individual aspires.
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Competence

In psychology, competence is a standardized requirement for an individual to
properly perform a specific job. It encompasses a combination of knowledge,

skills and behavior utilized to improve performance. More generally, competence
is the ability to perform a specific task, action or function successfully.
Competence has two stages: the conscious and unconscious.
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Which one do you prefer? Shopping in a store or online shopping? Use specific
reasons and examples to support your answer.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the university's decision to
make changes on school newspaper. State her opinion and explain the reasons
she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 second
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Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the opening letter. State his
opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.

paration tim

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses one example to illustrate the definition of “reference
group”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation tim

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 second
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Question: The professor takes one example to illustrate the difference between
the conscious and unconscious competence. Explain how this example is related
to the reading passage.

Preparation time

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The professor uses one experiment to illustrate the definition of
“sampling error”. Explain how this example is related to the reading passage.

Preparation time

Preparation time: 30 seconds.
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how alpine plants adapt to extreme
climates.

ration time
0

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response fime: 60 seconds

00:






OEBPS/Image00230.jpg
| section i Question |
Speaking &

Gof6 Volume B3k Newt

Question: Summarize the lecture and explain how creativity is formed in the early
years of human development.

Preparation time

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds

Sampling Error
Often, students or employees will be asked to draw a conclusion from a huge
amount of data. That's when a sample is introduced. When a sample is accurate,

it can represent the whole group. But when it is wrong, sampling error would
occur. In statistics, sampling error or estimation error is caused by observing a
single sample instead of the whole population. Sampling error can be found by
subtracting the value of a parameter from the value of a statistic. Generally, there
are two methods of reducing sampling error: increasing the sample size, and
ensuring that the sample can adequately represent the entire population.






OEBPS/Image00111.jpg
| section I Question | - —

Speaking 20f6 u.._ B et
Which way do you prefer to spend your spare time, reading, thinking alone or
participating in group activities? Why? Use specific reasons and examples to
support your answer.

ion time
00

: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 second
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Do you agree or disagree? “Students should have a yearlong break before
heading to college.” Please state reasons and details to support your response.

ration time

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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List one of the advantages for living abroad and explain the advantage with
details. Include reasons and details to support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 second
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Describe a skill you want to learn. Include reasons and details to support your
response.

Preparation tim:

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the university's decision to
require all students to live on campus. State her opinion and explain the reasons
she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds
Changes on Campus Newspaper

The international section of the campus newspaper will be deleted in the
upcoming issue, and the total number of pages keep the same. The new decision
has been made because some students complain that there is a lack of campus
news reports and relevant illustrations. The upgraded version of the newspaper
will add some columns about school issues such as campus activities, scholar
interviews and campus photo displays. More illustrations and interviews will be
added to help students better understand the news.
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Reading time: 45 seconds
An Opening Letter from a Student

An opening letter written by a student for the school newspaper has proposed
that the school should sponsor a wilderness club with funds to rent buses and
organize field trips. The student claims that with the transportation provided
by the school, students will find it more convenient to go for an outing. Also,
going outdoors and looking at natural scenery will make students feel refreshed
and relaxed. Therefore, they are able to concentrate more efficiently on their
schoolwork after such a trip.
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Question: Summarize the lecture and explain the difference of mental ability
between mother mammals and non-mother mammals.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds.
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Which important skill do you think a student should learn? Please include specific
examples and details in your explanation.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Question: The woman expresses her opinion towards the complaint letter. State
her opinion and explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Question: The man expresses his opinion towards the student letter. State his
opinion and explain the reasons he gives for holding that opinion.

Preparation

00:00:00

Preparation time: 30 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds

Learning by Observation

Learning by observation is an important advantage. That is, the hard lessons
learned by one individual can be readily copied by others. Infants can learn what

foods to eat, what foods to avoid, what animals are dangerous predators, what
animals are preys, and so on. Learning by observation has long been believed
to be exclusive to human beings and animals can only learn through training.
However, recent studies show that numerous animals have been found to be able
to learn from observation, including chimpanzees, dolphins and birds. In fact,
they learn faster by observation than by training.
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Echolocation

Echolocation, also called bio-sonar, is the biological sonar used by several
animals such as dolphins, most bats, and most cetaceans in order to help them
locate, range, and identify objects. Echo locating animals usually emit calls out to
the environment and listen to the echoes of those calls that return from various
objects in the environment. Therefore, animals with echolocation are able to
avoid obstacles and hunt for food in various environments.
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Which of the following features do you think is the most important in friendship:
honesty, loyalty or humor? Please include specific examples and details in your
explanation.

Preparatio

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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M: Hi, Mary. Summer is coming. Do you have any
plans?

‘W: Well, I'm about to apply for a summer job at a
newspaper office. I wish I could work for a news-
paper after graduation.

M: Wow, it sounds like you have a good plan for
your future.

‘W: But the problem is ... I have to submit my
application before the deadline, which is tomorrow
noon. But the office is way too far from school,
and I don’t know if I can get there on time.

M: Oh, I understand. You probably want to drive
there and deliver your application; I am sure you
can submit your file before the deadline.

‘W: Ha, no doubt! But I just realized I have a
review session tomorrow morning on campus.
How could I make both at the same time?

: Yeah, your schedule is tricky. Perhaps there’s
another way — you can send your application by
express mail. The express service always has a
way to deliver your application on time. So, feel
free to attend your class tomorrow morning. You
won’t really miss anything important.

‘W: Yeah, you know, I've dreamed about this
opportunity. After graduation, when I'm looking
for work, any employer will definitely value my
part-time newspaper experience. Sending my
application by express would be convenient and
fast, but I'm afraid that they would make a mistake
by delivering the file late.

pln — summer

pln — newspaper office

good pln — future

submit form b4 tmrw (=tomorrow), but

office too far, x get there

drv — spot and submit

but cla (=class) tmrw morning, both?

exp mail, X miss

exp cnvt & fast, but mistake
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All animals live in habitats. Habitats provide
food, water, and shelter, which animals need
to survive. However, there is more to survival
than just the habitat. Animals such as mammals
also depend on both their physical and behav-
ioral adaptations to help them survive extreme
environments. To help you better understand
the concept, I will show you examples of both
physical and behavioral adaptation by camels
in a desert environment.

Camels, well known for their humps, live
a harsh desert life. They have a remarkable
capacity to endure extreme temperatures.
However, their humps not only store water, as
is commonly believed, but also help keep them
cool by absorbing heat from sunlight.

A camel’s hump can therefore act like a sun-
shade, taking in the brutal rays of the sun
while keeping the whole body cool. Moreover,
camels, like other desert mammals, adapt to the
extreme environment with specialized behav-
iour.

Camels usually sit without moving during the
day to reduce their energy demand and gener-
ate less heat. They also like to gather in groups,
shading each other to keep cool.

animals live «— phy & bhv adapt ... in extr
envi, desert

camel adopt extr temp.

humps x only — water, but absorb heat < sun

hump =sunshade, take rays « sun, keep body
cool.

also, bhv adopt...extr envi

camel sit, | energy d (=demand), | heat

get together, shade — cool
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Question: Briefly summarize the problem and two possible solutions. Then state
which solution you recommend and explain why.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 second
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Question: Briefly summarize the woman'’s problem and two possible solutions.
Then state which solution you recommend and explain why.

paration ti

00:00:00

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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W: Hi, Mark. Did you hear about the “Table
Talk™ program with the professors? That’s so
cool! I think it’s a great program.

M: Yeah, I totally agree. I think the school is
on the right track by giving us opportunities to
talk to our professors.

‘W: Hmm, that’s the thing I want to talk about.
I am always eager to have a good discussion
with our professors, but normally they’re so
busy and hardly have time to chat with us.
This program will definitely provide students a
better chance to talk to their professors.

M: That’s right. The school is providing a good
service with this.

'W: Yeah, the new program allows psychology
majors to get to know each other. Also, stu-
dents might have different perspectives on the
assigned topic. New ideas are most likely to
come up through discussion, and students can
help each other out on a variety of subjects.

hear table tIk? cool, great

M: v/ , schl — stu op «» prof

W: eager < prof, but prof busy, | tm < stu

program — stu op <> prof’

M: v/, schl — service v/

program — pscy stu <. Also, stu < ideas,
help < subjects
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Describe the favorite subject you have studied. Explain why it is your favorite
subject. Include reasons and details to support your response.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Describe your favorite area in your city. Please offer your explanation and details.

Preparation time

Response time: 45 seconds
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Welcome to my class, everyone. You're in
Macroeconomics. We're going to learn about
an important economic concept known as
opportunity cost. Opportunity cost is the
process of choosing one good or service over
another. The item that you don’t pick is the
opportunity cost. It is assessed in not only
monetary, but also material terms.

Even though people might not realize it, they
use opportunity cost every single day. Here is
an example: many years ago, the school had
two options in developing school infrastruc-
ture.

One choice was to build a new swimming pool,
because the school lacked one and students had
to go all the way to the public pool downtown.

The second option was the construction of a
new library, because the existing one was too
small. In the end, the school decided to build
a swimming pool. While making this deci-
sion, the school considered both the cost and
the opportunity cost of building the swimming
pool.

The opportunity cost in this case was the bene-
fits the school would have received from build-
ing a new library. For instance, many students
may not prefer a swimming pool and would
have wanted a good environment for learn-
ing or doing research. The school would have
to forego their interests if it wanted to build a
swimming pool.

ccon enpt (=concept) = op cost,

op cost = choice gd & serv over others

X $, but mat (=material)

op cost, every day.

E.g yr — (=years ago), schl = 2 choice —
develp infras

schl — bld pool, *.* schl x & stu swim public
pool

schl — new lib, " old lib small.

end, schl bld pool after consider op cost btw
bld pool & lib

op cost = schl bnft «— bld new lib.

E.g stu — learning envio > pool, schl give up
bnft — bld pool
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Question: Summarize the lecture and describe the two types of carnivorous
plants.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 second
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Question: Summarize the lecture and illustrate the two advantages of industrial
cluster network briefly.

Preparation time: 20 seconds
Response time: 60 seconds
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Reading time: 45 seconds
A Complaint Letter

This letter is written to express some dissatisfaction about the school's recent
decision. The school has decided to hold a cultural festival in the next week,

and the school bus will be cancelled to create convenience for the cultural
festival. Personally, | think this decision will have negative influence on college
students’ life. The first reason is that the noise made outside the dorm by the
entertainment activity will disturb our study, especially in the revision period

for the examination. Also, cancelling the school bus will bring students some

inconvenience to commute from their dorm to the school. v
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Letter from a Student
A student has proposed that the university should keep televisions out of the

cafeteria area. In the letter, the student clarifies his reasoning: in addition
to offering students low cost full meals from a varied menu, the cafeteria is
also a place where students can relax between classes and develop personal
relationships over lunch and dinner. However, the televisions in the cafeteria
make noise, and students cannot have conversations with each other.
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Business networking is a marketing method
that creates opportunities through a group of
businessmen joining a network of business
organizations. The models created for net-
working activity allow the businesspeople to
meet each other and build up new business
relationships and friendships at the same time.
The network has two major benefits. It makes
people benefit from each other’s expertise, and
it allows them to meet new partners.

biz net wk — create op (=opportunity) — grp
biz — net wk.

md (=model) allw biz men « & rela (=rela-
tionship) & fri 1

md = 2 bnft (=benefits) : pp (=people) bnf’
meet new pp
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“Children should be required to help with household tasks as soon as they are
old enough to do so0.” Do you agree or disagree with the above statement? Why
or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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When you have a question, do you prefer to ask your teacher or search on the
Internet or check reference books?

Preparation time

00: 0

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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Some people get most of their news from newspapers and magazines. Others
get information from TV or other media. Which source of news do you prefer and

Prepara

00:00:00

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time: 45 seconds
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New Housing Policy

The university administrators have decided to require all undergraduates to live
on campus. This is because many beds have been vacated since senior students
have moved out of the campus. Demanding all undergraduates to live on campus
can help increase the school’s income. On the other hand, school activities
will become more accessible if students could live on campus. If approved by a
vote of the administration, the new requirement will become effective in the fall
semester.






