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金融英语速读由FT中文网商学院精心开发，在这里你可以看到原汁原味的英文报道，或涉及有趣的海外风情、前沿的健康理念、好玩的科技产品，也包含深度经济报告、专业的行业分析预测。

不论是作为优质读物还是备考的复习资料，都可以在细碎的时间里让阅读变得更有意义。

让你看到，英国《金融时报》128年新闻主义来到中国。




被盯上的宜家



在欧洲开始打击跨国企业避税行为之际，欧洲议会报告指出，IKEA过去6年来透过比利时与卢森堡等国的课税漏洞避税，并将部分分店权利金转进荷兰，最后流入欧洲中部小国列支敦斯登，估计规避税款高达10亿欧元，当然，宜家是否定的。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

breach 违背[briːtʃ]

facilitate 促进[fə'sɪlɪteɪt]

Liechtenstein 列支敦斯登['lɪktənstaɪn]

multinational 跨国公司[mʌltɪ'næʃ(ə)n(ə)l]

deliberately 谨慎地[dɪ'lɪbərətli]

franchisee 特许经营人[,fræntʃaɪ'ziː]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Ikea avoided paying €1bn tax in Europe, claim MEPs（410words）

By Vanessa Houlder

-----------------------------------------------------

Ikea has avoided paying at least €1bn of tax in Europe over the past six years, claim politicians who demanded a probe into whether the furniture company’s “reprehensible” tax arrangements breached state-aid rules.

The MEPS said their investigation had uncovered “large scale avoidance” facilitated by the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Belgium and involved companies owned through secretive foundations in Liechtenstein and the Netherlands.

The report commissioned by the Greens and EFA group in the European parliament is the latest in a series of investigations over the past decade into the tax affairs of one of the world’s best-known companies.

The business, which has previously acknowledged its “optimised tax structure”, is one of relatively few European businesses to be put under the spotlight in Brussels where officials and campaigners have mainly focused on US multinationals.

The report alleged that the company avoided paying tax on 84 per cent of the €14.3bn in royalty income it received from Ikea stores around the world, although it said a “definitive” calculation of the tax savings was not possible given a lack of data in the public domain.

Ikea Group said it could not comment on the report which it had not seen. But it said in its last financial year it paid €822m of corporate tax at an effective rate of 19 per cent, plus €700m of other taxes such as property levies.

It said: “The Ikea Group pays taxes in accordance with laws and regulations, wherever we are present as retailer, manufacturer or in any other role. We have a strong commitment to manage our operations in a responsible way and to contribute to the societies where we operate.”

Molly Scott Cato, the Green tax policy spokesperson said: “Ikea has deliberately created this multilayer company model to enable it to shift hundreds of millions of euros through several EU tax havens, with Liechtenstein the end destination for much of this, to make sure it remains untaxed.”

The structure was set up by Ingvar Kamprad, the 89-year-old founder of Ikea, who split his company in two in the 1970s, placing each half under the ownership of a foundation to give Ikea “eternal life”. Ikea is split into the Ikea Group, which is the main franchisee, and Inter Ikea, which owns the rights.

The MEPs said that Ikea found new ways in recent years to shift profits and said proposals recently put forward by the commission to tackle tax avoidance would not fully address their concerns.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1.Where did officials and campaigners pay attention to about US multinationals?

a. Brussels

b. Luxembourg

c. Amsterdam

d. London


[1]
 
 
答案



2.How many percent of in royalty income did Ikea avoided paying tax according the report?

a. 19%

b. 84%

c. 19%

d. 22%


[2]
 
 
答案



3.Where is the end destination of Ikea’s “optimised tax structure”?

a. Netherlands

b. Sweden

c. Belgium

d. Liechtenstein


[3]
 
 
答案



4.Who set up “optimised tax structure” for Ikea?

a. Its founder

b. Its CEO

c. Government of Sweden

d. EFA group


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 a. Brussels




解释：比利时首都布鲁塞尔成为美国跨国公司在欧洲被关注的焦点。





[2]

 答案 b. 84%




解释：报告称该公司在143亿欧元的版税收入上避税84%





[3]

 答案 d. Liechtenstein




解释：最后流入欧洲中部小国列支敦斯登。





[4]

 答案 a. Its founder




解释：如今已经89岁的创始人Ingvar Kamprad建立了这样的方式。





失宠的薯片



薯片作为英国人曾经最爱的零食，受健康问题与不合理的竞价等因素的影响，市场占有率正在下降，而爆米花和坚果等零食则逐渐显露出优势。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

popcorn 爆米花['pɒpkɔːn]

transatlantic 跨大西洋的[,trænzət'læntɪk]

obesity 肥胖[ə(ʊ)'biːsɪtɪ]

flavor 香味['fleɪvə]

Walkers 沃克斯（英国薯片品牌）

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Crisps lose their crunch as Britons go nuts for popcorn（531words）

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu, Consumer Industries Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

For decades it has been Britain’s favourite snack, whether in traditional cheese ‘n’ onion or salt ‘n’ vinegar form, or in more modern flavours such as asparagus, parmesan and truffle. Hand-cooked.

But with consumers increasingly health conscious, the crisp has come under pressure from rival snacks such as nuts and that transatlantic upstart, popcorn.

Sales in Britain of potato crisps fell to £1.34bn in 2015 —— the second consecutive year of decline —— and were outsold for the first time by other snacks, according to a report on crisps, nuts and savoury snacks released on Wednesday by Mintel, the consumer research group.

The value of sales was also driven down by the country’s increasingly desperate supermarket price wars, as retailers cut prices to compete with each other.

Amy Price, senior analyst at Mintel, said: “The crisps market is experiencing deflation, with manufacturers and retailers turning to discounting to drive volumes as part of the supermarket price wars, and the category is losing out to healthier alternatives.”

Crisps producers are trying to boost sales by bringing out less unhealthy versions, though Mintel says the manufacturers have tended to lag behind other snacks in terms of new products.

Two-thirds of those who eat crisps and similar snacks said they would like them to be cooked in healthier cooking oils, such as olive or coconut. Almost half said they would like superfood vegetable crisps.

Half the crisps sold by value are Walkers —— a brand owned by PepsiCo of the US. In recent years it has launched Walkers Pops and Walkers Baked, which contain half the fat, or less, of that in traditional fried crisps.

Popcorn is the “star” performer in the snacks markets, with sales almost trebling over the past five years, helped by a “burst of innovation” of flavours and types, according to Mintel.

Sales have risen 169 per cent against an 8 per cent rise in crisps over the same period. However, at £129m last year, popcorn sales are only a fraction of that of crisps.

Other types of savoury snacks, including tortilla chips, have also grown strongly, 25 per cent over the past five years. In total, sales of these other snacks reached £1.39bn last year, overtaking crisps for the first time.

Nuts have grown in popularity but they tend to be consumed by older adults, aged 45 and above. Mintel said manufacturers could tap the opportunity to get younger consumers interested.

“The market needs to look to ways to engage younger consumers [and] educating young people about the energy benefits of nuts should resonate as 16-34 years olds are more likely than average to be influenced by products providing an energy boost when they shop,” it said.

Although sales have dropped over the past two years, it would be too soon to call “peak crisp”, the research suggests, as the majority of consumers see them as a guilty pleasure.

“Despite the obesity crisis and swaths of the population trying to lose weight, adults have a rather relaxed attitude to crisps,” said Ms Price. Four-fifths of people regard crisps as fine to eat as an “occasional” treat, while at least 60 per cent eat them regularly, at least once a week.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1.Which factor makes crisps come under pressure?

a.the increasing cost

b. increasingly health conscious

c. the decreasing yield of potatoes

d. the decreasing labor force


[1]
 
 
答案



2.Which factor also drives down the sales of crisps?

a. The increasing tax of snacks

b. The retailers’ failure of attracting customers

c. The increasingly desperate supermarket price wars

d. Young people don’t like crisps anymore


[2]
 
 
答案



3.Which snack is the star performer?

a. Crisps

b. Candy

c. Nuts

d. Popcorn


[3]
 
 
答案



4.Nut is most popular in which age group？

a. 3-10

b. 11-20

c. 45 and above

d. 11-20


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 b. increasingly health conscious




解释：文中讲健康问题的焦虑使薯片的销售遇到压力





[2]

 答案 c. The increasingly desperate supermarket price wars




解释：文中提到超市不合理的价格战争也影响了薯片的销量





[3]

 答案 d. Popcorn




解释：爆米花的销量最近5年翻了3倍





[4]

 答案 c. 45 and above




解释：坚果在45岁以上人群中最受欢迎





英国“护士荒”



在去年护士就被列入了英国紧缺岗位的名单，据英国《每日电讯报》12的调查数据显示，2015年每5名英国NHS医院新增护士中就有4人是“外援”。近日，NHS称仍需要15,000以上的护士来应对这一资源严重短缺问题。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Inquiry 质询[ɪn'kwaɪrɪ]

lapses 流逝[læps]

acute 严重的[ə'kjuːt]

collapse 倒塌，暴跌[kə'læps]

inevitably 不可避免地[ɪn'ɛvɪtəbli]

locum 临时代理['ləukəm]

workforce planning 人力规划

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

England’s hospitals need 15,000 more nurses, says NHS （409words）

By Sarah Neville, Public Policy Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

Demand for nurses has grown so rapidly that England’s hospitals are now 15,000 short of the number they need, according to an official NHS assessment.

NHS Improvement, the health regulator, also identified significant shortages of consultants in emergency medicine and general medicine.

The report says the findings of the Francis inquiry into serious care failings at Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust have driven the recruitment of more nurses. Some of the lapses at the hospitals, where it is thought patients died needlessly, were blamed on too few nurses.

The report says hospitals’ demand for nurses caring for adult acute patients in 2014 was 189,000, about 7,000 more than hospitals had been forecasting just a year earlier and 24,000 more than had been forecast two years before.

NHS Improvement says a significant factor in the shortfall in supply is the collapse in the number of nurses from outside Europe joining the health service owing to restrictions on international recruitment.

The number of nurses joining through this route has fallen by over 95 per cent from its peak of more than 15,000 in the early 2000s.

The NHS submitted evidence to the Migration Advisory Committee in September 2015 calling for nurses to be exempted from the restrictions and pointing to wider evidence of nurse shortages across the NHS. Last October, restrictions were temporarily relaxed and the committee is due to publish a fuller review this month.

NHS Improvement says the supply shortfall has inevitably driven up the cost of agency nurses. The bill for these temporary staff increased by about 30 per cent from 2012 to 2015.

Shortages of consultants are also highlighted in the report, with 73 per cent of providers’ total spending on locum staff concentrated in these two areas, it says.

However, NHS Improvement notes that reductions in the average length of hospital stay have helped to offset a sharp increase in hospital admissions during the past two years.

“Without this improvement, there would likely be a need for around 5,000 extra nurses at a cost to the NHS of about £250m at agency rates,” it adds.

NHS Improvement says it is now working to help hospitals reduce the amount they are spending on agency staff through better workforce planning.

It is also implementing recommendations from a review into NHS productivity by Lord Carter of Coles, which called for a range of actions including using the central buying power of the NHS to save money on procurement.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1.Which one is not included as the significant shortage from NHS?

a. consultants in emergency medicine

b. consultants in general medicine

c. loss weight experts

d. nurses


[1]
 
 
答案



2.Why patients died needlessly as Mid-Staffordshire NHS Foundation thought?

a. unprofessional nurses

b. shortages of nurses

c. poor sanitation condition

d. too few consultants in emergency medicine


[2]
 
 
答案



3.When restrictions were temporarily relaxed in UK?

a. last September

b. January

c. February

d. last October


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not included as NHS Improvement’s measure?

a. optimizing workforce planning

b. implementing recommendations from a review

c. reducing hospitals’ spending on agency staff

d. forbidding the central buying power


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. loss weight experts




解释： 除了护士的紧缺，英国健康监管机构NHS指出还有药品顾问的紧缺。





[2]

 答案 b. shortages of nurses




解释：这些不必要的死亡被归因于护士短缺。





[3]

 答案 d. last October




解释：去年十月暂时放松了一些限制。





[4]

 答案 d. forbidding the central buying power




解释：定位在文章后两段





到底吃什么是安全的？



营养学家现在联合起来为饱和脂肪正名，尽管曾经很长一段时间都在营养学家黑名单上。现在，又把矛头指向了糖。脂肪，糖，还有加工过的肉类，究竟谁才是最健康的饮食？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

expiate 补偿['ekspɪeɪt]

saturated 饱和的，渗透的['sætʃəreɪtɪd]

epidemic 流行的[epɪ'demɪk]

dietary 饮食的['daɪət(ə)rɪ]

villain 坏人['vɪlən]

carcinogenic 致癌的[,kɑːs(ɪ)nə'dʒenɪk]

endocrinology 内分泌学[,endəʊkrɪ'nɒlədʒɪ]

beverage 饮料['bev(ə)rɪdʒ]

lubricated 润滑的，喝醉的['lu:brikeitid]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Fat and sweets or processed meats —— what is really safe to eat? （1000words）

By Clive Cookson

-----------------------------------------------------

Food health scares and dietary controversies continue to erupt in the news. Last year, for instance, the World Health Organisation’s cancer agency told us that processed meat is a cancer hazard; in the UK, Public Health England and the House of Commons health committee threw their weight behind a sugar tax on sweet drinks to curb the obesity epidemic; and New York City forced fast food joints to put a sinister symbol of a saltshaker inside a black triangle beside high-salt items on their menus.

The news has not been all bad. Several studies now suggest that one of the worst dietary villains of the past few decades, saturated fat from dairy products and meat, may not harm the heart as much as we have been led to believe.

Two sweeping reviews of existing studies, using the “meta-analysis” technique, found little or no benefit from cutting down on saturated fats.

One carried out by the Cochrane collaboration (an international organisation producing independent medical evidence) pulled together the results of 15 clinical trials in which a total of 59,000 participants were divided at random into groups consuming different amounts of saturated fat for a period of at least two years. Reducing fat had no effect on mortality, though it slightly cut the number of non-fatal heart attacks and strokes.

The other review, a meta-analysis by researchers at Canadian universities, focused on 73 “observational studies”, which are larger and easier to carry out than clinical trials but regarded as less authoritative in scientific circles. It too concluded that people eating more saturated fat were no more likely to suffer heart disease, stroke or type-2 diabetes, or indeed to die prematurely of any cause.

But the world’s biggest dietary health story of 2015 was the declaration in October by the International Agency for Research on Cancer that processed meat is carcinogenic while unprocessed cooked red meat is “probably carcinogenic”. That unleashed a predictable storm of protest, with the North American Meat Institute calling the report “dramatic and alarmist over-reach”. In a memorable attack on the agency, Barry Carpenter, Nami president, said: “Only one substance, a chemical in yoga pants, has been declared by IARC not to cause cancer.”

That left neutral scientists to put the report into context. “The WHO’s decision means that there is sufficient evidence that processed meat consumption causes cancer,” said Gunter Kuhnle, a food nutrition scientist at the University of Reading. “It does not mean, as purported by many stories in the media, that eating bacon is as bad as smoking. This is a dangerous oversimplification as processed meat can be part of a healthy lifestyle; smoking can’t.”

Kevin McConway, professor of applied statistics at the Open University, puts it like this: Of 100 people who never smoke, one will get lung cancer; of 100 smokers who get through a pack of cigarettes a day, more than 20 will get lung cancer. About 6 people in every 100 get bowel cancer; the figure rises to 7 in every 100 for those who eat two rashers of bacon a day over a lifetime.

After meat, sugar was the top ingredient in the year’s food health stories. The UK saw a succession of official reports calling for Britons to cut sugar intake by more than half for the sake of their health.

These said people should consume no more than 5 per cent of their daily calories as sugars. The previous official UK recommendation was 10 per cent, while actual sugar consumption is 12 per cent of an average adult’s and 15 per cent of a teenager’s calories.

A study published last week in The Lancet Diabetes and Endocrinology found that cutting the amount of sugar in fizzy drinks by 40 per cent over five years would prevent 1m adults becoming obese and 250,000 from developing diabetes.

One possible policy change, recommended by the British Medical Association and the Commons committee, is a tax on sugary drinks. Their sales have fallen by 12 per cent in Mexico where a 10 per cent tax was introduced two years ago, according to another study last week.

Industry bodies such as the Food and Drink Federation and the British Soft Drinks Association reject the swelling chorus of calls for such a levy, saying that sugar should not be “demonised” among the many factors combining to cause obesity.

Support for strong action against excessive sugar in manufactured food and drink is almost universal among medical experts, though not everyone thinks a tax is the right route. Richard Tiffin, director of Reading University’s Centre for Food Security, took part in a study suggesting that a 20 per cent tax on sugar-sweetened beverages would reduce obesity rates by between 1 and 2 per cent. “This is a small benefit for a tax that hits poor people hardest and could lead people to making other unhealthy choices in their weekly shop instead,” he says.

But Julian Hamilton-Shield, professor of diabetes and metabolic endocrinology at the University of Bristol, favours a tax. “No one can really doubt the harm sugar-containing drinks do to children: they rot their teeth and likely make them obese and at risk of later type-2 diabetes,” he says. “No one complains about tobacco taxation: sugar should be treated the same way.”

Besides raising the price of undesirable ingredients, another weapon to promote healthy eating is labelling.

The latest example is in New York City, which already requires calorie labels in restaurant chains. Last month it mandated the addition of a salt warning to anything on the menu that contains more than a teaspoon (2.3g) of sodium chloride.

So what is nutritionists’ current advice for confused consumers wanting to eat and drink more healthily? Few would dispute the prescription of a varied diet containing plenty of raw and cooked vegetables and fruit and some meat, fish and dairy products, lubricated with olive oil and washed down occasionally with a glass or two of wine or beer —— but containing as little added sugar and salt as possible.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1.Who concluded that people eating more saturated fat were no more likely to suffer heart disease？

a. researchers at Reading universities

b. researchers at Canadian universities

c. WHO

d. the House of Commons health committee in UK


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who declare that that processed meat is carcinogenic？

a. WHO

b. Public Health England

c. Reading universities

d. nursing a sick person


[2]
 
 
答案



3.Which one is the weakness of the tax on sugar-sweetened beverages？

a. People may make other unhealthy choices which is cheaper

b. People consume less sugar-sweetened beverages

c. The possibility of obesity decreases

d. It limits the amount of sugar consumed by citizens


[3]
 
 
答案



4.Which city already requires calorie labels in restaurant chains？

a. London

b. Dublin

c. Los Angeles

d. New York City


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 b. researchers at Canadian universities




解释：Canadian universities的研究者发现饮用更多饱和脂肪的并没有更多的患心脏病





[2]

 答案 c. Reading universities




解释：文章第六段第一句话





[3]

 答案 a. People may make other unhealthy choices which is cheaper




解释：对含糖饮料的征税会变相使得人们选择其他不健康的饮食。





[4]

 答案 d. New York City




解释：文章倒数第二段，纽约是最新的一个例子。





优步：承认在华每年亏损逾10亿美元



优步CEO：“我们正面临一个凶猛的竞争对手，在所有他们存在的城市我们都没有盈利，但他们正砸钱买进市场份额。我希望世界不是这个样子。”

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

fierce 凶猛的[fɪəs]

outright 全部地[aʊt'raɪt]

break-even 收支平衡的

crucial 决断的['kruːʃ(ə)l]

fundraise 募捐['fʌnd,reiz]

bonanza 富矿带，好运[bə'nænzə]

sovereign 至高无上的['sɒvrɪn]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Uber losing more than $1bn a year in China（501words）

By Charles Clover in Beijing and Leslie Hook in San Francisco

-----------------------------------------------------

Uber has revealed that it is losing more than $1bn a year in China, amid fierce competition from local ride-hailing rival Didi Kuaidi.

But Travis Kalanick, chief executive, insisted that Uber was in a better position than its Chinese rival because it was able to fund its losses, at least partly, by using profits from other countries.

“We’re profitable in the USA, but we’re losing over $1bn a year in China,” Mr Kalanick told Canadian technology news site Betakit. “We have a fierce competitor that’s unprofitable in every city they exist in, but they’re buying up market share. I wish the world wasn’t that way.”

A spokesperson for Didi claimed that Mr Kalanick’s comments on its financial performance were “outright untrue” and said its business had reached break-even in more than half of the 400 Chinese cities in which it operates.

This new war of words underscores the fierce battle between the two companies in China, where they are both spending heavily on discounts and promotions in pursuit of market share. Uber plans to double the number of Chinese cities in which it operates by the end of this year, to nearly 100.

Mr Kalanick’s comments also give an indication of the money being spent. According to documents leaked to website The Information in January, Uber’s global losses grew to nearly $1bn in the first half of last year, nearly 50 per cent more than its full-year losses in 2014. Uber declined to comment on the numbers, but Mr Kalanick told Betakit that the crucial difference between its business and Didi Kuaidi is its ability to offset China losses. Uber is the dominant ride-hailing company in most US markets, and it has pushed up revenues by increasing its booking fee and its commission in many US markets.

“I prefer building rather than fundraising,” Mr Kalanick said in his interview. “But if I don’t participate in the fundraising bonanza, I’ll get squeezed out by others buying market share.”

Uber has raised more than $10bn to date, and its investors include Goldman Sachs, TPG, Fidelity and —— most recently —— Russian billionaire Mikhail Fridman. Didi Kuaidi raised $3bn in a fundraising round last year, bringing its total funds raised to more than $4bn from investors including CIC, China’s sovereign wealth fund, Alibaba, and Tencent. Didi has also been an active investor in Uber’s competitors around the world, including Lyft in the US, and Grab in southeast Asia.

Both Uber and Didi have spent heavily on subsidies to drivers and riders in an effort to speed adoption and gain scale, in the hope that costs will fall as the number of drivers and riders increases.

“We wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t for burning cash,” said Jean Liu, Didi Kuaidi’s president, last September. She argued that, by using subsidies to get more cars on the road, “waiting times were shortened, fares became cheaper, more users were drawn on to the platform —— and drivers on the platform thus wouldn’t require subsidies any longer”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1.Why the CEO of Uber insisted that it was in a better position than Didi?

a. It was able to fund its losses.

b. It earned more money.

c. It lost less staff.

d. It receive a grant from American government.


[1]
 
 
答案



2.Where is Uber’s source of profit as mentioned?

a. America

b. China

c. Canada

d. India


[2]
 
 
答案



3.What is Uber’s plan to push up revenues in some US markets?

a. reduce its commission

b. exit Chinese market

c. turn to the government

d. increase its booking fee


[3]
 
 
答案



4.Who has been an active investor in Uber’s competitors around the world?

a.Tencent

b. Alibaba

c. Didi

d. Goldman Sachs


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 a. It was able to fund its losses.




解释：优步首席执行官特拉维斯·卡兰尼克(Travis Kalanick)坚称，优步的状况好于滴滴，因为优步能够通过利用来自其他国家的利润弥补亏损，至少在一定程度上如此。





[2]

 答案 a. America




解释：卡兰尼克告诉加拿大科技新闻网站Betakit,Uber在美国是盈利的。





[3]

 答案 d. increase its booking fee




解释：优步在多数美国打车市场上占据统治地位，并通过在美国很多市场提高叫车收费和佣金扩大收入。





[4]

 答案 c. Didi




解释：滴滴快的还投资了Uber在美国和东南亚的竞争对手以打击Uber。





投资媒体行业的恐惧



在有线电视和在线电视产业正展开激烈竞争之际，分属这两个领域运营商们的业绩和股价表现也是“冰火两重天”。不久前迪斯尼的业绩下滑警告令市场对有线电视前景展望的温和改变充斥在整个行业里，而最近时代华纳的经济展望再次激起了对媒体行业投资的恐惧。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

ratings 评估

subscriber 用户

endanger 危及

eclectic 折衷的

dimmer 暗淡的

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Time Warner earnings outlook revives media industry fears （636words）

By Shannon Bond in New York

------------------------------------------------------

Time Warner set off a new wave of investor anxiety over the changing economics of television, sending shares in the biggest US media companies lower on Wednesday after it cut its 2016 profit forecast.

The owner of cable channels including HBO, CNN and TBS and producer of shows such as Supergirl said it expected earnings of $5.25 a share next year, down from an earlier forecast of close to $6 and Wall Street’s $5.60 consensus estimate. Time Warner attributed the decline to the impact of the strong dollar and the need to invest “hundreds of millions of dollars” in content and technology.

The company also said that ratings and subscribers at its US TV networks had fallen faster than expected, which could endanger both advertising revenues and the lucrative fees Time Warner charges pay-TV providers to carry its channels.

The comments revived investors’ concerns over changes in television distribution, as some “cord-cutting” viewers turn away from pay-TV subscriptions in favour of digital alternatives such as Netflix and Time Warner’s own HBO Now, and others opt for cheaper “skinny bundles” of channels.

The stock decline echoed a steeper sell-off in August, when Walt Disney trimmed its guidance for sports powerhouse ESPN and reported lower than expected quarterly revenue, sending media shares into freefall. In a single day of trading, the biggest US companies lost $37bn in market value.

Shares in Time Warner and Viacom both closed down 6.6 per cent on Wednesday and 21st Century Fox fell 5.2 per cent. Disney declined 2 per cent. CBS, which had made early gains following a mixed earnings report on Tuesday, closed 0.6 per cent lower.

“There is no doubt that there is a major sea change in consumer behaviour going on,” said Rich Greenfield, analyst at BTIG Research. “The reality is [media companies] are all struggling with the fact that in order to adapt to consumer behavioural changes, they all need to make substantial investments. It will take several years of pain.”

Jeff Bewkes, Time Warner chief executive, told investors on a conference call that “while we are living in the golden age of television programming, for many consumers, the television viewing experience is stuck in the bronze age”.

As a result, he said: “We’re stepping up our investment and providing the best possible consumer experiences. For instance, we plan to increase our investments in new digital products and infrastructure so we can meet consumer demand for video and compete effectively across platforms.”

In recent months the network has signed up an eclectic roster of big-name media brands, from Jon Stewart and Sesame Street to Vice Media and Bill Simmons, the popular US sportswriter, to create content that will appear on HBO Now.

Time Warner’s dimmer guidance came as it reported strong growth in third-quarter revenue, led by HBO and its Warner Bros film, TV and video game studio, which offset a dip in sales at Turner, its basic cable division.

Revenue jumped 5 per cent to $6.56bn, ahead of the $6.51bn expected by Wall Street analysts.

Net income rose to $1.04bn or $1.26 a share, from $967m, or $1.11 a share, a year ago. Excluding some items, adjusted earnings from continuing operations were $1.25 a share, ahead of analysts’ forecasts of $1.09.

Fox, in contrast, reported a 6 per cent drop in revenue to $6.1bn as a weak film slate and the strong dollar weighed on its performance in the quarter.

However, its cable networks were a highlight, with revenue rising 7 per cent on higher advertising sales and affiliate fees charged to carry its channels.

Net income fell 53 per cent to $675m or 34 cents a share, from $1bn or 47 cents a share. Excluding some items, earnings from continuing operations of 38 cents a share came in above the 37 cents forecast by analysts.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which factor could endanger Time Warner’ advertising revenue?

a. The increasing index of consumption

b. The stronger confidence of customers

c. The falling ratings and subscribers at its US TV networks

d. The report of associations related


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which factor do investors concern most at this stage?

a. Customers’ behavior

b. Changes in TV distribution

c. Government’s support

d. The health of macro-economy


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which company’s share did not influence by the media industry fears?

a. Amazon

b. 21st Century Fox

c. Time Warner

d. Disney


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which sector’s revenue of Time Warner did not grow?

a. HBO

b. Warner Bro’s film

c. TV and video game studio

d. Turner


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. The falling ratings and subscribers at its US TV networks




解释：收视率和订阅用户的下降会威胁公司收入。





[2]

 答案 b. Changes in TV distribution




解释：文章第四段





[3]

 答案 a. Amazon




解释：文章第六段，时代华纳、维亚康姆、21世纪福克斯、迪士尼、CBS都有数据证明其被影响。





[4]

 答案 d. Turner




解释：之所以总利润增长是因为HBO、Warner Bro’s film等业务的良好表现，抵消了Turner的亏损。





Tea time? 搭配英国消化饼干



还记得去年爆红的饼干包装里钻出小猫小狗的超萌创意广告吗？受益于出口激励政策，这款不起眼的英国消化饼干已经成为世界最畅销的饼干之一，并登陆天猫抢滩中国市场。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

savoury 可口的

swallow up 吞噬，收购

confectionery 甜食

cosmopolitan 世界性的

quintessentially 典型的

warrant 认股权证

trade deficit 贸易逆差

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

All the tea in China needs is a humble British digestive biscuit （516words）

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu, Consumer Industries Editor

------------------------------------------------------

The humble British digestive has become one of the world’s best-travelled biscuits after an export drive and now evens boasts an online store on Alibaba, China’s biggest ecommerce site.

United Biscuits, which owns the McVitie’s brand, will on Thursday report a 50 per cent increase in exports over the past three years and forecast another 50 per cent jump by 2020.

George Osborne, chancellor, said it was “fantastic to see a great British company like United Biscuits making this commitment to boost exports”.

McVitie’s makes several well-known British brands including Jaffa cakes, Penguin biscuits and Jacob’s savoury crackers, but said the plain digestive was its star export, accounting for two-thirds of its £250m in overseas sales.

United Biscuits, which was swallowed up last year by Turkey’s Yildiz Holding confectionery group, said it had launched an ecommerce site with Alibaba last week because online was an essential way of reaching 386m potential customers in China.

China is the world’s fourth-biggest biscuit market by sales even though the Chinese eat only half the number of biscuits of the world average.

Amee Chande, Alibaba’s UK managing director, said Chinese tastes were becoming more cosmopolitan. “Increasingly, we see Chinese consumers searching for unique food items that represent a culture or lifestyle that they cannot find in China.” Digestives were: “a wonderfully British product that has the heritage and quality that the Chinese consumer is looking for”.

Other quintessentially British brands to have made their way to China include Weetabix, the breakfast group bought by Shanghai’s Bright Food.

Like Weetabix, McVitie’s has a royal warrant, giving it additional cachet. “Having the Union Jack on the pack is very important to Chinese consumers, as it signifies that the biscuits were imported and made in the UK,” said Jeff van der Eems, chief executive of United Biscuits.

United Biscuits has reduced its reliance on the UK market from 75 per cent of total sales seven years ago, to 60 per cent today. Its export markets include the Middle East, Africa, India and China.

Mr van der Eems said one challenge was making products affordable to overseas consumers. He said the company had a rule that no pack of biscuits should cost more than the income generated by 10 minutes of work.

In Nigeria, the cost of a standard 400g pack of McVitie's digestives, containing 27 biscuits, would take three days of work. In order to hit its 10 minute rule, the group produces packs of 5 small digestives.

United Biscuits is one of a number of a number of companies encouraged to increase overseas sales by the government, which this month launched a new drive to boost British food exports.

The initiative will gather steam next year with the creation of a Great British Food Unit to co-ordinate the dispatch of trade missions around the world, promoting British food.

Elizabeth Truss, minister for food and the environment, said this month: “What we want to do is to challenge people’s perceptions about British food,” saying that the cuisine’s “Dark Ages” were over.

The UK has a trade deficit of £20.8bn in food and drink.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How long did United Biscuits take to reach the target of 50% growth by 2015?

a. 15years

b. 5years

c. 3years

d. 6years


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not belonged to McVitie’s?

a. Oreo

b. Jaffa cakes

c. Penguin biscuits y

d. Jacob’s savoury crackers


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is McVitie’s star export, ccounting for two-thirds overseas sales?

a. the chocolate digestive

b. Jaffa cakes

c. Penguin biscuits

d. the plain digestive


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How to reach 386m potential customers in China for United Biscuits?

a. reliance on the UK market

b. cut the cost

c. swallow up

d. Sell online


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. 3years




解释：过去三年出口增加了50%，并预计到2020年再增长50%。





[2]

 答案 a. Oreo




解释：麦维他旗下有多个英国著名品牌，包括佳发饼(Jaffa Cakes)、企鹅饼干(Penguin Biscuits)和Jacob's饼干等，但不包括奥利奥。





[3]

 答案 d. the plain digestive




解释：原味消化饼干是其明星出口产品，在2.5亿英镑的海外销售额中占三分之二。





[4]

 答案 d. Sell online




解释：夏普已退出北美电视机市场，且于6月将2,250亿日圆特别股卖给债权银行，以整顿资产负债表。





纽约：全城免费WiFi启动



为对抗电信公司高额收费以及龟速网络，美国纽约今年起将分阶段把昔日的投币公共电话，改造为WiFi热点站，提供比传统电信公司无线网络快得多的网速，更重要的，它还是免费的！

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

kiosk 公用电话亭['kiːɒsk]

municipal 市政的[mjʊ'nɪsɪp(ə)l]

fibre 纤维['faɪbə]

consortium 财团，合伙[kən'sɔːtɪəm]

franchise 特权['fræn(t)ʃaɪz]

thwart 挫败，阻碍[θwɔːt]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

First WiFi kiosks set to land on New York’s streets （557words）

By David Crow in New York

------------------------------------------------------

The world’s fastest and largest municipal WiFi network is being rolled out in New York by a consortium of investors including Google, in the latest attempt by the internet company to shake up the US telecoms market.

LinkNYC will provide free-to-use connections with speeds of up to one gigabit per second through a network of 7,500 wireless hotspots that will be located on the sites of old telephone boxes. The speeds on offer will be roughly 20 times faster than the typical broadband service in New York.

The first of two “Link kiosks” will be unveiled on Tuesday on Third Avenue: the nine-foot towers will act as WiFi transmitters for a new superfast fibre network to replace the copper wires that once connected the phone boxes.

Each kiosk will also include a hands-free phone, an Android tablet for web browsing, and two digital screens for displaying advertisements, which will be sold to fund the service.

Customers will be invited to start testing the service later this month, and LinkNYC plans to install a further 500 kiosks by July, at which point the network will be available in all five boroughs of New York.

The consortium of investors behind LinkNYC won the bid to build the service when the city’s phone box franchise was put out to tender to municipal WiFi companies in 2014.

In June last year, the two leading members of the LinkNYC consortium were acquired by Sidewalk Labs, an “urban innovation” company set up by Google, and Dan Doctoroff, the former chief executive of Bloomberg.

The project is part of a broader effort by Google to reshape the US telecoms market, and comes after the company built a superfast fibre network in several cities, including Kansas City and Austin. It has also set up its own mobile phone service, Project Fi.

Qualcomm, the chipmaker, is also a member of LinkNYC, while Vonage, the internet telephone provider, will provide free voice calls to US phone numbers via the network.

Stanley Shor, a city official, said the project was part of mayor Bill de Blasio’s efforts to close the “digital divide” in New York, where about one in four families does not have a broadband connection.

“This will replace the city’s old phone boxes with new structures that offer totally free WiFi, bridging the ‘digital divide’,” Mr Shor said at a briefing on Monday. “People who don’t have internet in their homes will be able to have it all throughout the city.”

Although LinkNYC will not share the personal details of users with advertisers, it plans to use anonymised data to sell targeted advertisements to marketers

The project has the potential to steal business from wireless operators such as Verizon, AT&T and T-Mobile US, as customers may decide to use the free network rather than paying their mobile phone carrier for data.

However, Mr Shor said the city had not been lobbied by companies that wanted to block the service, in contrast to other instances where telecoms groups have tried to thwart the creation of municipal internet networks.

The service is intended for customers who want high-speed internet access through their mobile devices while travelling on New York’s streets. However, some people who live close to a kiosk could access the network from inside their apartments, allowing them to dispense with a paid-for internet connection entirely.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How about the speed compared with the typical broadband service in New York?

a. very slow speed

b. similar

c. much faster

d. make no odds


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What were replaced by the WiFi transmitters on Third Avenue?

a. phone boxes

b. towers

c. Control Group

d. news stalls


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not included in the new kiosk?

a. a hands-free phone

b. an Android tablet

c. 2 digital screens

d. a camera


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who will provide free voice calls to US phone numbers via the network?

a. AT&T

b. Vonage

c. Google

d. T-Mobile US


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. much faster




解释：wifi提供每秒1GB的网速，是传统网络的20倍左右。





[2]

 答案 a. phone boxes




解释：最先设立的这两个接入点将位于第三大道，这两个位置原先放置的是公用电话亭。





[3]

 答案 d. a camera




解释：WiFi的接入点还会有免提电话、触摸屏以及收取广告费用的广告展示屏。





[4]

 答案 b. Vonage




解释：芯片制造商Vonage将提供免费的网络语音电话。





星巴克终于挑战意大利市场



尽管门店遍布全球，但是面对意大利本地根深蒂固的咖啡文化，星巴克这一战恐怕不好打，要知道，如果没有意大利，就没有现在的星巴克。正是星巴克总裁霍华德·舒尔茨1983年的米兰之旅，成就了他如今的“咖啡王国”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

stiff 严厉的[stɪf]

distinctive 有特色的[dɪ'stɪŋ(k)tɪv]

Euromonitor 欧睿国际（信息咨询公司）

tailor 剪裁['teɪlə]

fare 经营[feə]

franchiser 经销商['fræntʃaɪzə]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Starbucks takes the Americano to the home of caffè （473words）

By Lindsay Whipp in Chicago

-----------------------------------------------------

Starbucks is taking on Italy at its own game: coffee.

The American chain is to open its first shop in Milan next year, fulfilling what chief executive Howard Schultz called a 30-year dream.

The long wait before entering the country, despite opening thousands of shops elsewhere across Europe, highlights the stiff competition the Seattle-based company can expect in the home of the espresso.

McDonald’s McCafe brand operates in the country, but it remains small in terms of market share. Italy’s distinctive coffee culture is based around independent cafés and bars, which account for nearly 90 per cent of the market, according to Euromonitor.

“The dream of the company always has been to sometime complete the circle and open in Italy, but we haven’t been ready,” said Mr Schultz in a statement on Sunday. His own experiences in Italian coffee bars inspired the Starbucks coffee shop concept, he explained.

Starbucks is working with Percassi, the company that partnered with Benetton for 30 years, brought Zara to the Italian market and has worked with a string of American brands including Nike, Ralph Lauren and Tommy Hilfiger. It also runs Kiko, a make-up company.

Antonio Percassi, the company’s founder and president, acknowledged the tricky nature of opening a coffee chain in his home market.

“We know that we are going to face a unique challenge with the opening of the first Starbucks store in Italy, the country of coffee, and we are confident that Italian people are ready to live the Starbucks experience, as already occurs in many other markets,” Mr Percassi said.

Starbucks said that “espresso will clearly be star of the show” in Italy, but that it had not yet settled the menu. “We plan to tailor our offerings to the Italian customer in a way that will demonstrate the respect and learning we’ve acquired” in Italy, a spokeswoman said.

Starbucks’ move comes on the tail of another US chain attempting to bring an American interpretation of classic Italian fare to the market. Last October Domino’s Pizza announced its intention to open in Italy.

As with Starbucks, Dominos emphasised that its pizzas would be customised to fit with Italian sensibilities, with locally-sourced ingredients and promising “ultimately a local pizza menu”. Its outlets will be operated by a local master franchiser.

Starbucks, which is planning about 1,800 net store openings globally in fiscal 2016, has 21,000 coffee shops across the world. However, there have been bumps on the way, and it has not met with success in every market. In 2008 it closed most of its stores in Australia, leaving just 25.

Italy is one of the largest consumers of coffee in the EU, which in itself is the largest importer of coffee beans in the world, but being one of the most competitive means Starbucks has a big job on its hands.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is the Starbucks’ first shop in Italy?

a. Rome

b. Venice

c. Florence

d. Milan


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of coffee do most Italian like?

a. Espresso

b. Latte

c. Americano

d. Cappuccino


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not mentioned as Percassi’s partner into Italian market?

a. Starbucks

b. Zara

c. McCafe

d. Nike


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Where did Starbucks closed most of its stores in 2008?

a. Australia

b. China

c. UK

d. Norway


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 d. Milan




解释：星巴克宣布将在2017年在米兰开设第一家在意大利的门店。





[2]

 答案 a. Espresso




解释：意式浓缩咖啡Espresso是大多意大利人喜爱的。星巴克主打的美式咖啡Americano是Espresso改造而来。





[3]

 答案 c. McCafe




解释：星巴克在意大利的本地合作伙伴选择了零售巨头 Percassi，Percassi 将负责整体运营和对店铺的所有权。





[4]

 答案 a. Australia




解释：2008年星巴克关闭了澳大利亚的大部分门店，只留下25个。





谷歌新技能：看图能定位？



据悉谷歌在图像处理方面有望再获突破，可对不含地理信息的图片实现精确地理定位。你拍照，我就知道是哪里。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

stride 大步[straɪd]

random 随机的['rændəm]

decipher 解释[dɪ'saɪfə]

subtle 微妙的['sʌt(ə)l]

kidney 肾脏['kɪdnɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Picture this —— Google system tries to guess where a photo was taken（501words）

By Murad Ahmed, European Technology Correspondent

-----------------------------------------------------

Google has unveiled a system that attempts to pinpoint the location of where a photograph was taken by analysing the image, as the internet group continues to experiment with advanced “machine learning” technologies.

Though at its early stages, the Californian company’s system is another example of how Silicon Valley groups are making giant strides in artificial intelligence, using the ability to crunch huge amounts of data and spot patterns to develop capabilities far beyond human brains.

Facebook, IBM and a number of start-ups are working on AI features to power devices such as digital assistants, healthcare apps that can diagnose medical conditions and the software that can power driverless cars.

Google’s latest experiment attempts solve a task that most humans find difficult: looking at a picture at random and trying to work out where it was taken.

Humans are able to make rough guesses on where a shot has been taken based on clues in the picture, such as the type of trees in background and the architectural style of buildings. This task has proven beyond most computer systems.

This week, Tobias Weyand, a computer vision specialist at Google, unveiled a system called PlaNet, that is able to decipher where a photograph has been taken by analysing the pixels it contains.

“We think PlaNet has an advantage over humans because it has seen many more places than any human can ever visit and has learnt subtle cues of different scenes that are even hard for a well-travelled human to distinguish,” Mr Weyand told MIT Technology Review, which first reported the news.

His team divided the world into a grid containing 26,000 squares —— each one representing a specific geographical area.

For every square, the scientists created a database of images derived from the internet that could be identified by their “geolocation” —— the digital signatures that show where many photographs are taken. This database was made up of 126m images.

Using this information, the team would teach a neural network —— a computer system modelled on how layers of neurons in the brain interact —— to place each image to a specific place.

Mr Weyand’s team plugged 2.3m geotagged images from Flickr, the online photo library, to see whether the system could correctly determine their location.

Though this means it is far from perfect, this performance is far better than humans. According to the team’s findings, the “median human localisation error” —— meaning the median distance from where a person guessed the location of a picture, to where it was actually taken —— is 2,320.75km. PlaNet’s median localisation error is 1,131.7km.

The news came as Google’s Deepmind group, its artificial intelligence arm based in the UK, announced its first push into medical technology on Wednesday.

The company has created the healthcare project following the acquisition of Hark, a health tech start-up which has created digital tools for patients.

One of its first ventures is “Streams”, an app that aims to give nurses and doctors timely information about patients to help detect cases of acute kidney injury.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What phase is the system in?

a. also in the plan

b. middle stage

c. mature stage

d. early stage


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not mentioned as the AI feature?

a. VR glasses

b. healthcare apps

c. software about driverless cars

d. digital assistants


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to decipher where a photograph has been taken by PlaNet?

a. mobile positioning system

b. connecting a social network

c. analysing the pixels

d. analyzing user’s historical records


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which area is Google’s Deepmind group working for?

a. medical technology

b. information system

c. Cloud Computing

d. doctor-patient relationship


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 d. early stage




解释：这一图像处理的软件还处于初级阶段。





[2]

 答案 a. VR glasses




解释：文章并未提到虚拟现实眼镜是人工智能。





[3]

 答案 c. analysing the pixels




解释：PlaNet通过对图片进行像素级分析的基础上，与图片库中的存储数据进行像素比对，以实现二者之间的最佳匹配。





[4]

 答案 a. medical technology




解释：谷歌旗下的人工智能子公司DeepMind Health已经开发出一款名为”Streams”的软件，让临床医生能够更快的观察到医疗结果。





“国民泡面”回归印度



美极方便面（Maggi），这款从 1983 年开始就充斥在印度大街小巷的方便面，在印度人民心中拥有一个特殊的地位，今年 6 月被政府全面禁止销售。如今雀巢发表声明，旗下美极方便面通过最终安全审查将首先在印度4个邦恢复销售

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

impoverished 穷困的

hazardous 危险的

vindicate 为…辩护

arbitrary 任意的

flawed 有缺陷的

multinational 跨国公司

glutamate 谷氨酸

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Maggi noodles back on sale in India （478words）

By Victor Mallet in New Delhi

------------------------------------------------------

Nestlé has restarted sales of its popular Maggi instant noodles in India after food safety fears left the company with $77m in direct losses, cost its country chief his job, led to the destruction of 37,000 tonnes of packaged noodles and impoverished thousands of fast-food stall owners and distributors.

“It’s a very happy moment for us,” said Suresh Narayanan, the India managing director appointed in August to deal with one of the biggest product safety scares in Nestlé’s history. “We’ve been through arguably a very big crisis.”

The trouble began in June when the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India banned the production and sale of the Maggi instant noodles that made up nearly 30 per cent of Nestlé’s business in the country, on the grounds that tests showed them to be “hazardous and unsafe for human consumption” because of excessive levels of lead.

Nestlé denied there was anything wrong with the noodles, which are sold across India and cooked at roadside stalls dubbed “Maggi points”. The company was vindicated by a Bombay High Court judgment lifting the ban and describing it as arbitrary and “a violation of natural justice”.

Tests in other countries, including the US, the UK, Singapore and Australia, and tests performed in India after the court ruling showed the noodles to be safe and suggested that the earlier tests were flawed.

Meanwhile, however, the Indian authorities —— never shy of targeting foreign multinationals —— raised the stakes with a Ministry of Consumer Affairs lawsuit claiming $100m in damages over Nestlé’s alleged misleading of customers with “hazardous, defective and misbranded products”.

The ministry said the phrase, “No added MSG [monosodium glutamate]” on the packets was false, even though Nestlé said that the glutamate occurred naturally in the product and that it had in any case already agreed to remove the phrase from the packets.

“We were always safe, we are safe, we continue to be safe,” Mr Narayanan said. “It’s been unfortunate that we’ve been slapped [with] this class action lawsuit.” He said Nestlé would defend itself and declined to be drawn on whether the group would launch its own countersuit demanding damages from the government over losses and disrupted business.

Two of Nestlé’s five noodle factories in India are still closed because of state bans in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, and the relaunch started gradually on Monday with only the “masala” flavour distributed to 100 Indian cities. “The product inside is exactly the same [as before],” Mr Narayanan said.

He expressed respect for the primacy of FSSAI, the regulator, but noted diplomatically that testing for heavy metals required high-tech infrastructure, exacting test protocols and skilled manpower.

“This is an industry-wide issue. Nestlé happens to have been in the eye of the storm,” Mr Narayanan said. “There’s no victor. There’s no vanquished. We stand vindicated in terms of food quality and food safety.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why Maggi instant noodles is forbidden to sell in India?

a. competition's attacks

b. political reasons

c. food safety issues

d. corporate strategy


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What was the Nestlé’s attitude towards food safety issue?

a. approbatory

b. negative

c. guilty

d. disappointed


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which country is not on the noodles test list?

a. Canada

b. America

c. Singapore

d. Australia


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How many Nestlé’s noodle factories in India are still closed?

a. five

b. zero

c. two

d. three


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. food safety issues




解释：由于有食品安全方面的担忧，美极(Maggi)方便面被迫下架。





[2]

 答案 b. negative




解释：雀巢方面对于食品安全的质疑是否认的。





[3]

 答案 a. Canada




解释：在其他国家，包括美国、英国、澳大利亚、新加坡也做了相关的安全测试。





[4]

 答案 c. two




解释：五家工厂中还有两家在关闭状态。





家庭主妇的经济贡献



这些没有报酬的工作的实际价值达到令人震惊的10万亿美元。这大致相当于中国的GDP。如果所有照顾家庭的女性组成一个国家，那将是世界上第四大经济体。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

gross 总收入

dimension 维度

disparity 差距

redistribute 再分配

shunted 分流的

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Investing in our families is a vital part of the economy（613words）

By Melinda Gates

------------------------------------------------------

I magine working long hours day in day out, falling into bed exhausted each night and getting up with the sun each morning —— but never getting paid and never, according to the people who measure such things, actually “creating value”. It sounds grossly unfair, but this is the condition of most women around the world. When governments measure national economies in the gross domestic product, “women’s work” —— caregiving, housekeeping, home-making —— does not count as “work”.

Thanks to a new report out from McKinsey on the gender gap in the workplace, though, we now know the actual value of all this unpaid work: a staggering $10tn. That is roughly the size of China’s GDP. If all the women taking care of their families constituted one nation, it would have the fourth-largest economy in the world.

All this work, moreover, is just the physical dimension of care. As Anne-Marie Slaughter argues in her new book, Unfinished Business , caregiving includes the additional emotional component of love and nurture, the transformation of an income stream into the teaching, discipline, moral guidance, problem-solving, emotional support and role-modelling that raising children and simply investing in others requires. That is work worth measuring.

These inequities exist in rich and poor countries alike. In rich countries, women turn money into the goods and services necessary for survival and flourishing: shopping, cooking, cleaning, washing, organising. In poor countries, women bear the burden of providing the basic necessities of life: hauling water and firewood, and farming subsistence crops.

We must act. The economist Diane Elson has created a strategy that has been adopted by many advocates: “Recognise, reduce and redistribute.”

Recognising the unfair burden being placed on women is the first step to addressing it. As long as economic statistics of record erase the work they do, it will be easier for everyone to ignore the disparity at the heart of our societies.

Reducing the amount of time and effort women spend doing tedious chores is possible with labour-saving technologies. In developing nations, where women spend hours gathering water and wood to run their households, this may mean efficient cookstoves, community cisterns and rural electrification. In richer countries, we have been using washing machines, electric irons, and vacuum cleaners for years. By reducing the 61 per cent of unpaid work that consists of routine household tasks, we can free up time for the valuable work of caring for children and elders.

Redistributing unpaid labour, the last step, means including men equally in the work and the joys of care. Men who bond with their children early on and become fully competent at childcare report that they experience a different and deeply fulfilling relationship. Moreover, when men and women are equal co-parents, they are both likely to push for the flexible work arrangements that would help everyone.

We do not know with certainty what women will do with the extra time they gain from reducing and redistributing unpaid work. But it is hard to imagine they would not use some of it for economically productive activities or to further their education. That is where a second number in the McKinsey report comes in: if the world’s women were not assigned the majority of household tasks, forced to take part-time jobs to accommodate childcare and other important responsibilities, or shunted into low-paying professions, global GDP would grow by a breathtaking $28tn, a number larger than the US and Chinese economies combined.

Estimates are tricky and real equality would mean men stepping back as women step up. Still, the business case is clear. Politicians, employers, investors, and voters have no excuse not to act.

The writer is co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Who paid the housewife salaries throughout the past decade?

a. no one

b. their husbands

c. the government

d. charitable organization


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What does the “caregiving” mean in Slaughter’s book?

a. moral guidance

b. all of them

c. problem-solving

d. emotional support


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not included as the strategy proposed by economist Diane Elson?

a. recognise

b. reduce

c. redistribute

d. translate


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What will happen to the men if they bond with their children early on?

a. get bored

b. loss of quality of life

c. build a deeply fulfilling relationship

d. be excluded from the same sex


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 a. no one




解释：文章第一段，她们是没有报酬的。





[2]

 答案 b. all of them




解释：在新书《未竟之业》(Unfinished Business)中提出的，照顾还包括爱和培育中附加的情感组成部分，把收入流转化为教导、训诫、道德引导、问题解决、情感支持和树立榜样等。





[3]

 答案 d. translate




解释：经济学家黛安娜·埃尔森(Diane Elson)提出了一套得到许多支持者采用的策略：“认识、减少和再分配。”





[4]

 答案 c. build a deeply fulfilling relationship




解释：那些很早就和子女建立亲密关系，并且逐渐变得完全胜任照顾孩子的工作的男性表示，他们体验到了一种与众不同、深沉充实的亲子关系。





亚马逊逆流开实体书店



网络书店鼻祖及巨头亚马逊逆潮流而动，在网上卖了二十年的书后，其实体书店也向客户敞开了大门。亚马逊副总裁詹妮弗·卡斯特在声明中说到“开创了实体书店的，是我们手中的网络数据。”

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bibliophiles 藏书家

bricks-and-mortar 实体店

trove 宝库

curate 精心打造

zilch 一无所有

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Amazon opens its first bricks-and-mortar bookstore（523words）

By Henry Mance in London and Leslie Hook in San Francisco

------------------------------------------------------

If you love small bookshops, and hate Amazon, you may want to think again.

The world’s largest online retailer, often blamed for killing high-street bookshops, opened its first ever bricks-and-mortar outlet for bibliophiles on Tuesday.

Located in the company’s home city of Seattle, Amazon Books stocks a relatively small number of titles —— resembling in some ways the thousands of bookstores in the US and elsewhere that have closed in recent years.

But in a departure from traditional stores, Amazon will change pricing on its books frequently to match prices online. As a result, books will not have price tags and customers must instead check prices at stands in the store or with an Amazon app.

Amazon Books will draw on the company’s treasure trove of online sales data and customer reviews to curate the most popular titles. Among the staff picks are Jeff Bezos’s recommendations, including The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman and his wife’s book, Trap.

Amazon already commands a third of print book sales and two-thirds of ebook sales in the US, according to Cowen research from November 2014, but growth in ebooks has slowed dramatically, particularly after publishers raised prices for ebooks after a recent pricing dispute. A Pew Research Center study last month found that 27 per cent of Americans had read an ebook in the past 12 months, slightly down on last year.

Traditional bookstores have struggled to match Amazon’s range, low prices and cheap delivery. But they have retained two powerful advantages —— immediacy and browsing.

“I love browsing around independent bookstores,” Jeff Bezos, Amazon’s chief executive, told the Guardian in 2001. “But even there, the store doesn’t instantly customise itself to suit your interests.”

“We hope this is not our only [store]. But we’ll see,” Jennifer Cast, the vice-president of Amazon Books, told the Seattle Times this week, without detailing the strategy behind the store, which is located in a shopping centre.

“The amount of investment here is zilch in their context,” said Mike Shatzkin, a publishing consultant about the company’s new book venture. “I think what it’s really about is learning.” Retailers of all types are looking to understand how shoppers’ behaviour online is influenced by their high-street habits.

Amazon says the store will not be a venue to promote books produced through Amazon Publishing, which other book chains often refuse to stock. However the shop will allow users to try Amazon devices such as the Kindle, the Fire tablet, and the Fire TV.

The shift to physical retail stores may have some downside for the internet retailer. “Part of Amazon’s magic is that they are often paid for the books [by consumers] before they have to pay [suppliers]. With retail stores, it’s the opposite,” said Mr Shatzkin.

He added that Amazon’s strong growth in online retail and cloud computing would console any investors worried about the new interest in low-growth physical retail business. “If Amazon had done this 10 years ago, it would have destroyed their share price,” Mr Shatzkin joked.

James Daunt of Waterstones, the UK bookseller, told the BBC he hoped Amazon’s push into physical retailing “falls flat on its face”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Amazon’s home city?

a. New York

b. Philadelphia

c. Seattle

d. Atlanta


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Where is the price tag in Amazon’s bookstore?

a. on the cover of the book

b. nonexistent

c. on the shelf

d. flat price


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not displayed in the bookstore?

a. iWatch

b. Kindle

c. Fire tablet

d. Fire TV


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who will be paid firstly from Amazon?

a. suppliers

b. landlord

c. consumers

d. government


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. Seattle




解释：文章第二段，首家实体店开在了亚马逊的家乡 —— 西雅图。





[2]

 答案 b. nonexistent




解释：书籍不设价签，可以通过亚马逊APP或在店里查到。





[3]

 答案 a. iWatch




解释：店中也会展示亚马逊的网上电子产品，包括Kindle、Fire平板和TV 。





[4]

 答案 c. consumers




解释：文章倒数第三段，这与其他一般的零售店相比是背道而驰的。





拒绝成为工作“无期徒刑者”



在职业规划的路上，是在一个方向上不停前行、勇攀高峰？还是及时转换行业、不断调整自己？或许是时候让自己远离默守陈规，时刻保持“新鲜”了。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

pitfalls 陷阱

whilst 同时

onus 责任

formulate 制定

benchmark 参照

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Avoid the pitfalls of being a company ‘lifer’ （531words）

By Emma De Vita

------------------------------------------------------

If you equate long service at a business with a stale career then think again. High-flying lifers are people who have crafted an ambitious route to the top whilst enjoying the perks of working for the same organisation for a decade or more. You do not always have to leave to go up.

Simon Russell, 46, has been at the retailer John Lewis for 26 years. “It sounds scary,” he laughs. “But I’ve moved jobs so often that it doesn’t feel that long.” Making strategic moves internally can be just as effective to climbing the career ladder as jumping ship, but the onus is on you to seek opportunities rather than simply coast along.

Mr Russell has not spent longer than five years in a role, and is now director of retail operations development. He has been able to take advantage of the business’s breadth and diversity, and prevents his career going stale by trying out different things.

He was involved in JLab, John Lewis’ retail start-up incubator, last year. He also uses John Lewis’ informal relationships with department stores in other countries to keep up with retail developments.

“It’s important to take yourself out of the business,” he says, even outside the industry —— he recently joined the board of trustees of a charity. “It drags you away from the business, grounds you and takes you out of your day to day job”, so giving you a valuable, wider perspective.

Having been at the business for a long time, Mr Russell has been able to formulate a clear, formal company career development plan, which has served him well and would have been far more difficult to put in place if he had moved employer.

Claire Ferguson, 37, has worked for media planning and buying agency MediaCom for 13 years. Being recognised as a high performer and having had the time to build strong relationships with her bosses means she has been given the freedom to craft a career that both stretches her and suits her work/life needs. Her trick has been to be proactive about asking for what she needs to keep herself fulfilled, such as extra responsibilities, changing roles or working with different clients or teams. “It keeps stuff fresh,” she says. “I don’t feel stifled or stuck.”

But the harder thing to do is getting out and about, and staying up to date with industry developments. Ms Ferguson makes an effort to attend conferences, networking events and speak on panel sessions because it keeps her profile high. Having mentors from outside MediaCom also helps her to benchmark herself against her peers.

One downside to being a lifer was having lower pay early on in her career, but she feels that, by now, it has all evened out.

“Occasionally people ask me why I’ve been here so long but I don’t question myself about my career very much because I’m happy.”

Both Ms Ferguson and Mr Russell say that with a proactive approach to your career, being a lifer can be extremely rewarding, but it is dependent as much on a go-getting attitude and an extra willingness to put yourself out there as it is on talent alone.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How can the retailer Russell climb the career ladder?

a. to make strategic moves internally

b. to jump ship

c. to quit

d. to have business trip


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What did Russell do to prevent his career going stale?

a. trying different occupations

b. traveling around the world

c. having a baby

d. trying out different things


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not mentioned to keep Ferguson fulfilled?

a. extra responsibilities

b. changing roles

c. stay optimistic

d. working with different clients


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why Ms Ferguson makes an effort to attend conferences?

a. she is happy

b. it helps to formulate a clear career plan

c. it keeps her profile high

d. it keeps her always fresh


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 a. to make strategic moves internally




解释：Russell利用职业内部的调动进一步提升职业空间，在他认为这像跳槽一样有效。





[2]

 答案 d. trying out different things




解释：文章第三段。





[3]

 答案 c. stay optimistic




解释：文章倒数第五段，要市场主动自我发问。





[4]

 答案 c. it keeps her profile high




解释：倒数第四段，同时善于从外部寻找导师也可以帮助更好地认识自己。





人民的广播属于人民



这是英国广播公司（BBC）深受英国和世界信任的原因。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

shortsighted 目光短浅的

externality 外形

analogue 模拟

suffrage 选举权

subscription 订阅

marginal 临界的

ghettos 限制区，贫民区

devastate 摧毁

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Public broadcaster belongs to the people （791words）

By Martin Wolf

------------------------------------------------------

Protect the BBC. If it did not now exist, we could not invent it. That makes preserving it even more important. The BBC is among the UK’s most remarkable achievements. Its mission to “inform, educate and entertain” remains as relevant today as when it was founded in 1922. Above all, the government must remember that it is not its property. It belongs to the public, now and in generations to come.

Some two decades ago, I believed that digital technologies would undermine the case for a public service broadcaster free at the point of use. That now seems shortsighted. The case has changed. But it has, if anything, strengthened.

As Gavyn Davies, a former BBC chairman, explained at the time of the last review of the organisation’s charter, the BBC was created to supply a classic public good and generate some powerful “externalities”.

A public good is a product that would be undersupplied in a competitive market, because it is “non-excludable” and “non-rival”. You and I cannot eat the same steak. But we can experience the same programme. That is what it means to say that a broadcast is non-rival. In the analogue days, broadcasting was also non-excludable: anybody could pick up a signal. The combination of high fixed costs with zero marginal costs of distribution made broadcasting a natural monopoly. The BBC was the solution.

With its public service remit, the BBC also supplied hugely positive externalities —— benefits to society over and above those individuals would pay for. Those externalities included building an informed citizenry, bringing politicians to account and creating a range of shared experiences. The BBC made a vital contribution to the health of our new universal-suffrage democracy.

The BBC is a public institution but not the government’s lackey. That is what made it trusted in the UK and around the world. The BBC is not the elite’s property. It belongs to the people because the people pay for it directly.

Has new technology and the passage of time weakened these arguments? In one respect, yes. In other respects, no.

While still non-rival, broadcasting is excludable. It is technically possible to turn the BBC into one, or many, subscription services. But, as Mr Davies notes, it is still non-rival and the marginal costs of broadcasting are still zero. A shift to subscription would eliminate large amounts of surplus value.

All other arguments for a public service broadcaster have become even stronger. In 1922, the UK was a homogeneous nation united by a recent war. Today, it is far more diverse. The need to bring the people together is even greater now than it was then. If one wishes to understand what takes place if the media divide the country into ghettos of the mind, look at what has happened to the US since the death of the networks and repeal of the “fairness doctrine”.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the US senator, said: “Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.” That seems no longer to be true in the US. To the extent it is true in the UK, it is partly because the BBC provides the common facts and a shared arena for debate. The corporation is imperfect. But it is not as imperfect as politicians pretend: the fact that right and left agree it is especially biased against their side demonstrates that. It is far better than any likely alternatives.

Again, the digital age has devastated the economics of information. With advertising shifting from newspapers to a few giant platforms, the ability of commercial media to fund the gathering of information has been gravely weakened. Moreover, much of what remains is concentrated in a small number of huge businesses that have their own commercial and political agendas. The ability of the BBC to fund a full range of news gathering and analysis is therefore even more vital now than before.

There are questions about the proper scope of BBC activities. In addressing them, the government has to remember the essential. In an age of growing national diversity, of fierce pressure on the profitability of the business of generating information and of hugely dominant commercial enterprises, a successful public service broadcaster is increasingly important. Moreover, a reliable and independent source of revenue remains indispensable. The licence fee is, even now, the worst possible arrangement except for all the others. And, again, so long as the licence fee remains, the BBC must be seen to serve everyone.

The argument I am making is one that should appeal to disciples of Edmund Burke: the value of tried and tested institutions ought to guide any Conservative government. The BBC is a great legacy from past generations. It must be passed on even stronger into the future.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is not included for BBC’s mission?

a. inform

b. innovation

c. educate

d. entertain


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Why should the author give an example of eating a steak?

a. to prove broadcast’s non-excludable

b. to prove broadcast’s non-rival

c. to prove BBC’s entertain mission

d. in order to attract the audience


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What made BBC trusted in the UK and around the world?

a. it is a public institution

b. it is the government’s lackey

c. it is the elite’s property

d. it is non-excludable


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Where is the open issue for BBC?

a. how much to charge

b. inequitable doctrine

c. provides the personal facts

d. proper scope of its activities


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 b. innovation




解释：BBC有三个主要目的：教育、通知和娱乐。





[2]

 答案 b. to prove broadcast’s non-rival




解释：文章第四段将不可食用同一块牛排但参与从一个节目的体验感是不存在冲突的。





[3]

 答案 a. it is a public institution




解释：BBC是公共的机构而不是政府的听差，这是它赢得尊重和信赖的原因。





[4]

 答案 d. proper scope of its activities




解释：文章倒数第二段





打击山寨“迪士尼”



多年来，中国会不时地发起一些打击假冒商品的运动，但这些运动往往针对广泛的行业或产品类别。但这次最新行动似乎专门是为迪士尼搞的。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

merchandise 商品

counterfeit 仿制品

safeguarding 安全措施

notorious 臭名昭著的

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Disney gets help from Chinese authorities to root out fake goods（289words）

By Charles Clover in Beijing

------------------------------------------------------

Chinese regulators announced a year-long campaign to crack down on counterfeit Walt Disney merchandise on Thursday, a year before the US media group opens its first theme park in mainland China.

The State Administration for Industry and Commerce, which regulates the consumer goods trade, said the “special operation” would promote the development of a fair and competitive market, and protect China’s international image for safeguarding intellectual property rights.

The crackdown last until October 2016.

SAIC said it would create “emergency teams” to help protect Disney trademarks, and actively monitor online sellers for fakes.

Disney could not be reached for comment.

China’s fake goods problem has received much official attention of late.

In January, SAIC strongly criticised Alibaba, the ecommerce group, for not doing more to fight fake goods. More than 40 per cent of goods sold online in the country last year were either counterfeit or poor quality, the official Xinhua news agency said this week, quoting an SAIC study. The report added that customer complaints about online orders hit 77,800 last year, a jump of 357 per cent against 2013.

The American Apparel and Footwear Association asked the USTR to reinstate Alibaba’s website Taobao on its “notorious markets” list of marketplaces that reportedly engage in piracy and counterfeiting.

Taobao was put on the list in 2011 but removed in 2012 after it made efforts to address the problems of counterfeiting.

Juanita Duggan, President of AAFA, said “the company’s unwillingness to make serious reforms” was the main reason for seeking to reinstate it.

Disney is developing the $5.5bn theme park in Shanghai with China’s state-owned Shanghai Shendi Group. It opened its largest store in the city in May, as it looks to tap into China’s fast-growing film market.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How long will it take to crack down on counterfeit Walt Disney merchandise?

a. Until October 2015

b. 1 month

c. 1 year

d. 5 years


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of right will be protected in this operation?

a. copyright

b. intellectual property rights

c. trademark right

d. patent right


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who was criticized strongly by SAIC in January?

a. Jingdong

b. eBay

c. Xinhua

d. Alibaba


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the Taobao’s attitude towards the problems of counterfeiting?

a. positive

b. negative

c. sad

d. comforting


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. 1 year




解释：工商总局承诺将用一年的时间，“在全国开展保护迪士尼注册商标专用权专项行动。”





[2]

 答案 b. intellectual property rights




解释：这项活动是为了保护知识产权，而不是专利权、商标权、著作权。





[3]

 答案 d. Alibaba




解释：阿里巴巴因为大力打击假冒商品遭到批评。





[4]

 答案 b. negative




解释：由AAFA对淘宝“unwillingness”的说法上我们可以推断出淘宝在打击假冒商品的态度上不那么积极。





“坐立不安”更健康



研究者建议：一点点小动作可以更好的保护久坐的人远离疼痛。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

akin 类似

intriguing 有趣的

fidget 坐立不安，烦躁

epidemiology 流行病学

boffins 研究人员

obesity 肥胖

idly 无所事事地

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Are you sitting comfortably? A little fidget may be healthier （554words）

By Charles Wallace

------------------------------------------------------

For office workers who spend their days working on a computer at a traditional desk, it is fairly old news by now that the medical profession considers sitting for hours a health hazard akin to smoking a pack of cigarettes every day. In fact, a number of studies have found that sitting increases risk of death by all causes even if you have a fairly active workout schedule outside the office. So the question becomes: what can you do about it?

Few of us have stand-up desks, which is the ideal solution, provided you do not stand all day without taking a break. For those who must sit, an intriguing insight into a possible remedy was included in a study published recently in The American Journal of Preventive Medicine. It looked at 12,778 women in the UK who were followed for 12 years.

Like previous studies, it found that sitting was associated with a 43 per cent increase in the risk of all-cause mortality, regardless of age. But there was a puzzling group that was not affected by the time spent in their chairs: for those women who sat all day but also fidgeted a lot, the risk of death actually declined.

Could fidgeting at your desk really protect you against heart attacks, even when going to the gym does not? When I put this question to the lead author of the paper, Gareth Hagger-Johnson at UCL’s department of epidemiology and public health, he acknowledged that one limitation of the study was that it depended on the women self-reporting their fidgeting time. Dr Hagger-Johnson also said researchers now need a “better objective measure of fidgeting”.

It turns out that science has actually looked at this question: fidgeting is known to research boffins as “non-exercise activity thermogenesis” or Neat. James Levine, a specialist in obesity at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota has written several papers on fidgeting.

Dr Levine, author of a recently published book about the dangers of sitting called Get Up!, says studies indicate that people fidget because the brain is signalling to the body to move around more. When they are in an environment that blocks that urge —— an office, for instance —— “you will not move but fidget”.

The key takeaway of the UK study and others is that small movements that do not amount to physical exercise can be protective to otherwise sedentary office workers.

Dr Levine suggests keeping small hand weights on your desk to pump up and down at idle moments. He says another good strategy is to put a red dot on your office phone as a reminder to stand up for a moment whenever you finish a phone call.

One California manufacturer is now experimenting with adding “fidget bars” underneath school desks, which allows seated students to move their legs idly while listening in class. For the more adventurous, some fitness equipment makers are designing innovative devices that look like truncated bicycle pedals that fit under your desk and let you move your feet while seated.

Personal tech such as the Apple and Polar smartwatches even remind you “it’s time to move” after a fixed interval.

For those of us compelled to sit down all day, there is now scientific evidence of a small but effective way to reduce the damage caused by our sedentary lifestyles.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What example does the author give to illustrate the risk of burning the planks?

a. taking drugs

b. smoking

c. excessive drinking

d. violence


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the ideal solution for staying away from sitting too long?

a. have a workout schedule

b. smoke a pack of cigarettes

c. have a bad chair

d. have a stand-up desk


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the limitation of the UCL’s study?

a. manual measurement of fidgeting time

b. too much precision instrument

c. short scanning time

d. short scanning time


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What can be put on office phone as a reminder to stand up as Dr. Levine said?

a. a red cat

b. a cup of water

c. a red dot

d. a Polar smartwatches


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 b. smoking




解释：burning the planks是sitting for hours的同意转换，文章第一段作者举例吸烟说明久坐的危害。





[2]

 答案 d. have a stand-up desk




解释：文章第二段。





[3]

 答案 a. manual measurement of fidgeting time




解释：这项研究的一个局限是采用受测人员口头汇报的方式进行记录。





[4]

 答案 c. a red dot




解释：当你挂掉电话看到旁边的红点提示，就可以督促你站一小会放松一下。





中国英语能力已落后？



英孚教育编制的排行榜显示，中国的名次下降了10位，降至70个国家中的第47名。这家教育集团表示，中国最初为英语教学安排了大量课时，从而跻身英语熟练程度较高国家行列，而英语能力的持续提高需要“更先进的、注重沟通理解的教学方式，而不是注重考试能力的方式”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

hitherto 迄今为止

proficiency 熟练水平

sophisticated 复杂的

mastery 掌握

enrolment 注册

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

China cedes ground to Brazil in English proficiency rankings （408words）

By Patti Waldmeir in Shanghai

------------------------------------------------------

China is losing ground to other emerging markets including Brazil in the drive to learn English, according to a study ranking worldwide proficiency in the international language of commerce.

English proficiency is at a premium as the balance of power between China and English-speaking countries such as the UK and US shifts and Beijing seeks to carve out a more powerful leadership role on the world stage. On last month’s state visit to the UK, first lady Peng Liyuan impressed with her fluent English —— although her husband, Xi Jinping, depended upon translators.

Despite this, some regional governments in China have recently opted to cut the time spent teaching and testing English in Chinese public high schools, lowering the weighting of English in the national university entrance exam, the gaokao.

The study, due for public release on Tuesday, shows China fell 10 places to 47th in a ranking of 70 countries compiled by EF Education First, which based its rankings on test data from more than 900,000 adults sitting online tests.

EF said most of the countries that moved ahead of China this year were from Latin America. “These Latin American countries have kicked off ambitious national initiatives focused on English-language training, including Brazil’s English Without Borders programme and Mexico’s Project 100,000,” EF said in a statement.

“The Chinese government, on the other hand, has questioned how much emphasis should be placed on English training in the public education system.”

The education group said China had initially scaled the top ranks by devoting plenty of class time to English instruction, whereas continued improvement would require “more sophisticated approaches focused on communicative mastery rather than testing abilities”.

But some would-be students are also querying the value of studying overseas, hitherto a popular choice. Employees bearing postgraduate degrees from overseas command similar salaries to their peers who stayed home, according to Jennifer Feng, chief human resources expert at 51job, the leading Chinese employment agency.

That may explain the slowdown in growth of the number of Chinese enrolled in US higher education. Last year the expansion in their numbers was the slowest in seven years, according to the Institute of International Education and the US state department. China remains the biggest country of origin for international students at US universities.

The US Council of Graduate Schools said late last year that the number of Chinese first-time enrolments at postgraduate level had fallen for the first time in at least a decade.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. which developing country moved ahead of China on the list?

a. India

b. Thailand

c. Brazil

d. Russia


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following is correct for first lady Peng Liyuan?

a. She is not good at English.

b. Her oral English is good.

c. Her oral English is so so.

d. She depended upon translators.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where need to be paid more attention to on English training by Chinese government?

a. public education system

b. learning time at school

c. exchange student program

d. the weighting of English in gaokao


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why some people are also querying the value of studying overseas?

a. spend more time

b. far away from hometown

c. similar salaries to their peers

d. make no improvement in English


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. Brazil




解释：根据名单显示，中国的名次已落后于包括巴西在内的其他新兴市场国家。





[2]

 答案 b. Her oral English is good.




解释：正确答案是对原文fluent English的转述。





[3]

 答案 a. public education system




解释：而中国政府却提出了一个问题，即应在公共教育体系中给予英语培训多大的重视。





[4]

 答案 c. similar salaries to their peers




解释：从海外拿到研究生学位的雇员与待在国内的同龄人相比，薪酬水平差不多。





BBC将何去何从？



随着真人秀节目《全英家庭烘焙大赛》的大热，再次引发了人们对BBC未来的关注。节目内容越来越难以保持独特性、新上任大臣对于执照费用的批评态度，或许BBC面临的困境并非孤例：全球公营广播公司在新媒体时代都显得举步维艰。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

compensate 补偿

distinctiveness 独特性

stymie 阻碍

unashamed 无愧的

settlement 结算

endorse 批准

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

BBC defends its light entertainment role （653words）

By Kate Allen

------------------------------------------------------

The BBC has defended its most popular entertainment shows, saying its content should be “clearly distinguishable from its commercial competitors”, but it rejected government questioning over whether it should aim to be “all things to all people”.

The corporation cited Britain's most popular TV show, The Great British Bake Off, as an example of what it said was its ability to turn a diverse range of subjects into national events. The show’s final on Wednesday evening attracted 13m viewers, making it the most-watched programme of the year.

John Whittingdale, culture secretary, has questioned whether the corporation should produce popular entertainment shows such as Bake Off and Strictly Come Dancing, because they competed with commercial rivals. His remarks in July came at the start of the three-month consultation on the BBC’s future.

The BBC said on Thursday in a submission to the review that its role in the media should not be simply to compensate for market failure, providing content that was not produced by its commercial competitors.

“Every BBC service should be clearly distinguishable from its commercial competitors, but distinctiveness does not equal ‘market failure’ or stepping back from popular content,” the document said. “There is no reason to believe that the market would fill the investment or universality gap left by the BBC.”

The corporation’s scope should not change if that undermined its “ability to serve everyone with public service content”, the BBC said.

The government’s “root and branch” review is looking at the BBC's scope, size and funding model ahead of the renewal of its royal charter next year. When the review was launched, BBC director-general Tony Hall said the corporation had “a tough fight ahead”.

In an attempt to stymie political interference, the BBC’s submission proposes that the renewed charter should last for 11 years —— taking it beyond the next two general elections. It also argues that the BBC Trust, its governing body, should be replaced by an external regulator “fully independent of government”.

In return, the BBC has promised greater efficiencies, more competition in the commissioning of content and greater returns from commercial activities.

Mr Hall said viewers and listeners wanted “a strong and independent BBC”.

“Our programme of reform will ensure the BBC is fit for the internet age, focused on the things that matter to audiences, continues to support the economy and is an unashamed champion of British talent, content and creativity,” he said.

The corporation is “an engine for [economic] growth”, he argued.

Mr Whittingdale has established an eight-person advisory board on the BBC’s future. It includes Ashley Highfield, chief executive of newspaper group Johnston Press, and Dawn Airey, a former Channel 5 executive. Both have in the past called for a smaller BBC.

Michael Dugher, shadow culture secretary, said the BBC’s future was “at real risk”. “Ministers want to cut down the size of the BBC and narrow its remit,” he said. “This is not what the public wants nor is it in the best interests of the country.”

Mr Dugher supported the BBC’s proposals for an 11-year charter and an independent regulator.

This summer, the BBC agreed to a funding settlement with the government, allowing the licence fee to rise in line with inflation. The BBC will also be allowed to charge for its iPlayer catch-up services.

In return, the BBC will cover the £650m-a-year cost of free television licences for the over-75s from 2018. Free licences are funded by the Department for Work and Pensions.

The corporation received £3.7bn from the licence fee last year.

In February, Mr Whittingdale, who was at the time chair of the Commons media select committee, endorsed the survival of the BBC licence fee. But he warned that “very big questions have to be asked about how that money is provided and spent, and how that organisation is governed and made accountable”.

The government is due to publish firm proposals on the BBC's future next spring.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What type of content is most popular with the audience in the second paragraph?

a. history

b. food

c. science

d. philosophy


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who would not fill the investment or universality gap left by the BBC as document said?

a. government

b. competitor

c. charity

d. market


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many years should the renewed charter last by BBC’s submission?

a. 13

b. 11

c. 5

d. 8


[3]
 
 
答案



4. When will we know the firm proposals on the BBC's future?

a. spring 2016

b. summer 2016

c. autumn 2016

d. winner2016


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 b. food




解释：吸引了一千三百万观众，创造了年度最高收视率的是“英国家庭烘焙大赛”（The Great British Bake Off）在周三的决赛，而不是历史、科学或哲学主题。





[2]

 答案 d. market




解释：没有理由相信市场会填补由英国广播公司留下的投资或普遍性差距。





[3]

 答案 b. 11




解释：文章第八段。





[4]

 答案 a. spring 2016




解释：政府将于明年春季发布关于BBC未来的提议。





颠覆传统，拒收小费？



“小费”制度在美国几乎被视为基本礼仪。而餐饮业风云人物 Danny Meyer宣布：将展开历史性的变革，在集团旗下的美国餐厅全面取消小费。因为小费导致不公平 —— 尽管贡献巨大，但厨师、预订服务员和洗碗工还是拿不到小费。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bestow 赋予

aristocratic 贵族的

obnoxious 讨厌的

appraisal 评价

ornament 装饰

ineradicable 根深蒂固的

relic 遗迹

The demeaning custom of tipping is outdated （608words）

By Leslie Hook in San Francisco and Shannon Bond in New York

------------------------------------------------------

“To Insure Promptitude”, printed upon a bowl in an 18th-century coffeehouse, may explain how “tip” came to stand for that small gift bestowed upon a servant by those being served. Tipping originated as a somewhat aristocratic custom, a reward for deference and decent service. Now influential restaurateur Danny Meyer has shocked his New York patrons by vowing to ban it. Henceforth, waiting staff will be paid greater hourly rates, but with no space on the bill for a gratuity.

This is welcome. It is strange how a tradition with such unAmerican origins should be so pervasive in that country. Indeed, a historian of tipping has noted 19th-century revulsion in the US towards a practice that smacked of a European obsession with class. But in 21st-century America, gratuities are big business. Economywide figures are hard to find —— tips slip under the taxman’s radar —— but about a decade ago tips were estimated to be worth $42bn. Using the same method, they may now amount to $100bn a year.

Tipping may have become a more accepted custom, but this does not exclude it from being an obnoxious one. The arguments against are numerous, while the case in its favour is weak. Setting aside the incentives provided by the tax system, defenders of tipping claim that the promise of a gratuity encourages staff to greater efforts. Customers benefit from high-quality service, and are best placed to tell if it is delivered. Hence their feelings of obligation and gratitude match perfectly the incentives of the establishment. Essentially, patrons are being delegated a quasi-managerial role, and presumed to perform it better than the real management.

But the link between tips and good service is weak. It turns out that what serving staff receive reflects more the size of the bill and a sense of social obligation. Rather than an act of employee-appraisal, patrons shell out partly as a display of virtue and to satisfy a need to “do their bit”.

This urge can be manipulated with embarrassing ease. Various studies find that tips increase when a waitress wears an ornament, learns cleverly how to touch the customer, or has the good fortune to be blonde. Tipping encourages staff to seek out good tippers, not provide smooth service.

It also introduces ineradicable uncertainty to many working lives. If business is slow or customers are stingy then serving staff bear the risk rather than the restaurant. Many will also find it humiliating to rely for their living on a temporary sense of noblesse oblige in a satisfied diner.

Managing a restaurant is also harder when the client-facing staff are remunerated by one method, those in the kitchen by another. Cooks are barred from being paid in tips and (in New York at least) have progressively lost out as restaurant bills have steadily risen. Ostensibly, the major reason behind Mr Meyer’s decision is concern about losing valuable kitchen staff.

The prices on the menu will rise where tipping is ended, but most of the public will do the maths and understand the logic. Even in America, this is a custom that is less loved than accepted and one positively loathed by those unused to it. Those new to the practice are in fact best placed to see tipping for what it really is: an awkward social imposition, depending on the guilt or embarrassment of one party to remunerate the labour of another.

An earlier pioneer of the no-tip restaurant provoked one customer into complaining: “How are we supposed to punish our server for mistakes?” It is hard to think of another industry built upon a premise so demeaning to all concerned. Time that this relic ended.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What the tip stood for in the18th century?

a. noble blood

b. great reward

c. a small gift

d. status symbols


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How about the link between tips and good service?

a. weak

b. strong

c. neglected

d. inexistent


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What are encouraged by tipping for staff in this article?

a. to provide smooth service to be blonde

b. to seek out good tippers

c. to serve aristocratic custom only

d. to be waiter rather than cook


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the major reason behind Mr. Meyer’s decision superficially?

a. improve work efficiency cut cost

b. put up price of food

c. retain valuable kitchen staff

d. attract customers without money


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 c. a small gift




解释：期初小费是作为对服务者得体表现表达感谢的小礼物。





[2]

 答案 a. weak




解释：文章第五段开头。





[3]

 答案 b. to seek out good tippers




解释：小费制度促使服务人员寻找可能出高价的顾客，而非提供流畅的服务。





[4]

 答案 c. retain valuable kitchen staff




解释：表面上看，是为了留住有价值的厨工，避免他们由于无法直接接触顾客获取小费而离开。
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金融英语速读由FT中文网商学院精心开发，在这里你可以看到原汁原味的英文报道，或涉及有趣的海外风情、前沿的健康理念、好玩的科技产品，也包含深度经济报告、专业的行业分析预测。

不论是作为优质读物还是备考的复习资料，都可以在细碎的时间里让阅读变得更有意义。

让你看到，英国《金融时报》128年新闻主义来到中国。




创意美味——日本站立式牛排店



胡椒厨房是于1994年在日本创建的DIY牛排店，创始人一濑邦夫（Kunio Ichinose）设计了用电磁炉将铁板烧的铁盘加热到260摄氏度，然后将生肉排、蔬菜和米饭加到铁板上，直接在顾客面前烹饪食物的方法，现在他的牛排店已经有总计超过200家分店。他目前正在日本推广全新的站立式牛排店，即令进店食客站在桌边享用美味的特制牛排，这种新模式在日本亦大受欢迎，拥有了一批忠实粉丝。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

cuisine 佳肴

unstintingly 慷慨地

conversion 转变

automated 自动化的

zealotry 狂热

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Japan’s stand-up steakhouses build a loyalty that can be weighed（716words）

By Leo Lewis



There is no doubt whatsoever that Kunio Ichinose loves steak.

Part chef, part chief executive, he pops up regularly on Japanese television bearing his steak knife, wearing his steak-cooking outfit and talking about steak. In the garish reception of his Tokyo headquarters, a video loop shows Mr Ichinose cooking, serving, tasting and discussing steak. His company logo is a rocket, symbolising, he says, the cosmic ambitions he feels about steak.

Asked to consider other favourite global cuisines, Mr Ichinose stretches back into a sofa, pats a well-fed stomach and has a think. “No . . . I just really love steak.”

He has unstintingly combined this passion with entrepreneurship. Trained as a chef at a Tokyo hotel, Mr Ichinose left in the early 1990s to pioneer low-cost steak restaurants in Japan. Growth was rapid, but to accelerate the nation’s conversion he invented an automated plate-heating technology that reduced the need for specialist cooks and definitively introduced steak as a taste of the masses. Now, two decades later, he is so sure that the Japanese share his steak zealotry, he has taken the bet that they do not even care about chairs.

In October, Mr Ichinose will turn 73, an age when some might decide that a life’s work peddling rib-eye, sirloin and (Japanese) wagyu was complete. His original all-seater steak chain, Pepper Lunch, has more than 200 branches in Japan, Asia and North America. Shares in the listed company, Pepper Food, reached an all-time high towards the end of July. But the stock fell hard this week when talks on the Trans-Pacific Partnership, which would have cheapened beef imports to Japan, stalled.

Mr Ichinose has another remarkable act of beef evangelism left in him, in the form of Ikinari Steak, a chain of stand-up restaurants. For the second time in his career, he says, he has observed the value-led, connoisseur-driven and increasingly solitary way modern Japanese consume, and applied that to slabs of meat. Japanese stand to eat noodles and bar food but Ikinari is the first time they have stood to eat with a knife and fork.

The first outlet of Mr Ichinose’s new chain opened in Tokyo’s Ginza district in 2013; now there are 53 branches nationwide and another 30 will be added this year. Tokyo’s office districts have a vast choice of places to eat, but on weekday lunchtimes, the queues for Ikinari represent a 45-minute wait.

The concept, he says, is to yoke speed and quality in an environment where, despite the market euphoria of “Abenomics”, wages have risen only tentatively. Consumer spending is cautious. But Japan has been wealthy for long enough to create high-end tastes. Ikinari, which means “sudden”, exists to satisfy an abrupt craving for a high-quality steak with no fiddly trimmings. Or, as Ikinari’s slightly tin-eared English slogan has it: “This is the very steak.”

Customers stand at 1m-high tables and order the precise number of grammes desired. The cost — Y5/gramme for rib-eye to more than Y10/g for sirloin — gives customers what Mr Ichinose claims is a vital sense of control.

Everything is calculated for speed of throughput and optimal use of limited ground floor spaces in key city locations. The height of the tables, Mr Ichinose demonstrates by jumping up and miming, has been calibrated so that diners are unlikely to put their knives and forks down between mouthfuls. He pulls out a smartphone, which funnels him real-time CCTV footage of all the restaurants, to show this happening.

The innovation of which Mr Ichinose is most proud, however, is the “beef mileage card” — a loyalty scheme that tracks the cumulative weight of the steak consumed by its members, and ranks them by gluttony in a mobile phone app viewable to all. This creates competition between steak lovers and should lock customers in, he says, when inevitably, the concept is copied.

Despite Mr Ichinose’s passion for steak, he ranks far from the top of its 100,000 members. Since the scheme’s launch in July 2014, he has eaten a mere 17,108g. The current all-Japan leader is a diner with some 37,000g to his name.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What does Mr Ichinose’s company logo symbolize?

a. His cosmic ambitions about steak

b. His zealotry about steak

c. His hope for popularity of steak

d. His expectations for a bright future of the company


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following regions is not mentioned as one of the locations of Pepper Lunch’s branches?

a. North America

b. Japan

c. South America

d. Asia


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which of the following kinds of food is mentioned as eaten by Japanese in standing position?

a. Noodles

b. Fast food

c. Patisserie

d. Dumplings


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following is not mentioned as a function of beef mileage card?

a. Lock customers in

b. Tracks the cumulative money spent by costumers

c. Rank customers by gluttony

d. Create competition between steak lovers


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. His cosmic ambitions about steak




解释：文章第二段提到Mr Ichinose的公司logo是火箭，象征着他在牛排上的巨大野心。





[2]

 答案c. South America




解释：文章第五段提到胡椒厨房的分店遍布日本、亚洲和北美地区。





[3]

 答案a. Noodles




解释：文章第六段提到日本人在吃面条时是站立的。





[4]

 答案b. Tracks the cumulative money spent by costumers




解释：文章倒数第二段提到这种牛排积点卡可以累计食客食用的牛排重量并依据计数为食客排名，由此创造竞争并保持客户群。





如何更健康的退休？



近日有研究表明：宽松的退休政策和认识新朋友有助于获得更久。广场舞或许就是个不错的途径。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

sylvan 森林['sɪlv(ə)n]

eligibility 资格[,elɪdʒə'bɪlətɪ]

cardiovascular 心血管的[,kɑːdɪəʊ'væskjʊlə]

depressive 抑郁的[dɪ'presɪv]

glean 一点点收集[gliːn]

stroke 中风[strəʊk]

borough 自治市['bʌrə]

fatigue 疲劳[fə'tiːg]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

A slow exit from the workforce is the healthier way to retire （533words）

By Charles Wallace



A colleague from the financial world recently announced on Facebook that he had retired to the woodsy north-east of the US and that he was looking forward to spending his days fishing and hiking in a sylvan landscape far from Wall Street.

I, of course, wished him well but I had to wonder what the medical record shows for people who have unplugged from their busy careers and left behind a mentally stimulating life.

This is not an idle question: as the baby boomer generation ages, the number of people of retirement age in the US is projected to double from 36m in 2003 to 72m in 2030. Governments everywhere are debating whether and how far to raise the age of eligibility for state pensions because of the effect on the public purse.

It turns out that health studies of retirement are a mixed bag. One study in 2012 that received a lot of attention came from the Harvard School of Public Health. It looked at 5,422 individuals in the US and found there was a 40 per cent increase in heart attacks and strokes among those who had retired, compared with those of a similar age still working.

Perhaps even more striking, the study found that most of the cardiovascular events happened in the year after retirement. When I contacted the lead researcher of the study, J Robin Moon, a sociologist now working on health systems in the Bronx, a poor borough of New York City, she said her statistical analysis might reflect “reverse causality”: in other words, people may have been forced to retire because they already had cardiovascular disease, not the other way around.

Those who were only semi-retired — working part-time — had substantially less risk of a heart attack. So Ms Moon ponders whether the ill-health effects have something to do with the US way of retirement, where people enter a life “that is completely different from what you’re used to with so many changes . . . physically, socially and economic”.

In contrast, a number of studies in Europe have had results very different from the Harvard research. A multiyear study of the pension system in Germany found that retirement “has a positive effect on health, increasing the probability of reporting to be in satisfactory health and mental health” and even reducing the number of visits paid to the doctor.

Likewise, a study in France of 11,246 men and 2,858 women found that retirement was associated with a “substantial reduction in mental and physical fatigue and depressive symptoms”.

Of course, poor health does not happen overnight, even though events such as heart attacks and strokes are usually recorded as sudden events. Volumes have been written comparing the typical French diet with its US counterpart, which often contains more sugar and less fresh fruit and vegetables.

Another fascinating insight Ms Moon gleaned in an unpublished study was that people who are retired but have frequent contact with neighbours and friends tend to be healthier.

If you can form social bonds and enjoy a smooth transition from full-time work to not working at all, the cardiovascular health effect was mediated. “Retirement is not the toxic factor, it’s the things that come with it,” she concludes.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why there are so many people retiring in 2030?

a. previous baby boomer generation

b. slashed pensions

c. falling wages

d. great living pressure


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who debates whether and how far to raise the age of eligibility for state pensions?

a. retiree

b. governments

c. retiree

d. corporate executives


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who are more likely to have heart attacks and strokes by Harvard’s studies?

a. younger workers

b. people with medical history

c. retirees

d. male workers


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following behaviors is bad for retirees’ health by Ms. Moon?

a. eat fresh fruit

b. contact with neighbours frequently

c. smooth transition from full-time work

d. eat more sugar


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. previous baby boomer generation




解释：因为之前出现的婴儿潮，使得在2030年退休的人数比2003年翻倍。





[2]

 答案b. governments




解释：各国政府都在讨论如何提高国家养老金领取的年龄，因为这影响着公众的钱包。





[3]

 答案c. retirees




解释：研究发现退休的人患心脏病和中风的几率要高于同样年龄还在工作的人。





[4]

 答案d. eat more sugar




解释：文章后三段





业绩不好怪暖冬



英国市占率最高的Costa咖啡表现可不尽人意，母公司Whitbread表示：就赖这个暖冬。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

leisure 空闲['leʒə]

like-for-like sales 同比销售额

preliminary 初步措施[prɪ'lɪmɪn(ə)rɪ]

in line with 与…一致

lust 强烈的欲望[lʌst]

on a budget 避免不必要的开支

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Whitbread blames warm winter for slowing sales growth at Costa（468words）

By Nathalie Thomas and Aliya Ram



Sales growth at Costa Coffee has slowed considerably this year, with owner Whitbread blaming a combination of warm winter weather and a fall in the number of shoppers heading out to high streets.

Shares in Whitbread fell more than 5 per cent to £38.30 by midday on Thursday after the leisure group reported like-for-like sales growth of just 0.5 per cent at Costa Coffee in the 11 weeks to February 11. In the 50 weeks to February 11, sales growth was 3 per cent.

Revenue at Whitbread’s other main business, the Premier Inn budget hotel chain, was 2.2 per cent higher in the 11 weeks to February 11, also missing analysts’ expectations.

This meant like-for-like sales growth across the group, which also owns restaurants that are often attached to its Premier Inn hotels, rose by a muted 1.7 per cent in the final quarter compared with 3.5 per cent growth in the previous three months.

Before Thursday’s trading update, analysts had been expecting fourth-quarter like-for-like sales growth at Premier Inn of 3 per cent and an increase of 3 per cent at Costa.

As well as warmer weather contributing to lower footfall, Nicholas Cadbury, chief financial officer at Whitbread, said Costa’s sales growth had been hit by a shortage of space in the stores. He dismissed claims that Costa was facing a longer-term increase in competition from independent rivals.

“[The stores] were built in a different age when we weren’t expecting 10 years of like-for-like growth so that’s been a headwind for us,” he said. “Even if there’s footfall, growth is flat if you can’t fit people [inside].”

Costa plans to open 200 new stores internationally this year and a further 230 in 2017.

Mark Brumby, consumer analyst at Langton Capital, said the coffee market in the UK was maturing, “even if it is not mature in the absolute sense of the word”.

Vicki Stern, analyst at Barclays, said investors would be watching a strategy update in April, when Costa will report its first round of preliminary results since Alison Brittain took the top job from Andy Harrison in January.

Despite the weaker than expected results, Ms Brittain insisted the company had “another good trading period” and full-year pre-tax profits are likely to be in line with expectations.

Until last year, Whitbread appeared to be able to do very little wrong. Britons’ lust for milky coffees showed no sign of abating while Premier Inn also gained traction with families and business people who were looking to travel on a budget.

Whitbread’s shares hit a high of £54.40 in April last year but have since lost more than 25 per cent. The shares have fallen more than 9 per cent since mid-December, when Ms Brittain

admitted there was “work to do” as its third-quarter results fell short of expectations.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is Whitbread’s other main business except coffee?

a. education

b. media

c. hotle

d. tourism


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the result of warmer weather as Whitbread’s CFO said?

a. higher raw material price

b. lower footfall

c. the difficulty in fresh-keeping

d. competition from independent rivals


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many Costa stores will be opened all over the world this year in the plan?

a. 200

b. 230

c. 110

d. 220


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What kind of hotel is the Premier Inn?

a. luxury botel

b. motel

c. capsule apartment

d. budget hotel


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. hotle




解释：Whitbread旗下掌握科斯塔咖啡（Costa Coffee）及普瑞米尔酒店（Premier Inn）。





[2]

 答案b. lower footfall




解释：文章第六段。





[3]

 答案a. 200




解释：预计今年全球将布局200家新店，2017年还计划再开230家。





[4]

 答案d. budget hotel




解释：由倒数第二段Premier被家庭出游和商务出行中想要节省的用户所选择，可以推断出它是经济型酒店。





当京剧遇到钢琴



广州音乐厅上演的由谭盾指导的“霸王别姬”音乐会上，见证了中国古典京剧与西方传统钢琴交流碰撞出的绚烂火花。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

reconciling 使和解，使一致

premiere 首演

disciple 追随者，弟子

clamour 吵闹

percussion 打击乐器

EinHeldenleben 交响诗（施特劳斯所作著名乐章）

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra, Xinghai Concert Hall, Guangzhou, China — review（357words）

By Ken Smith



One would be hard pressed to find more conflicting musical sources than the piano and Peking opera: the instrument that essentially defined western tonality versus a tradition where tuning is hardly an overriding concern. But for several internationally minded Chinese composers, the challenge in reconciling the two has proved irresistible.

The latest, and perhaps most ambitious attempt came in the premiere of Tan Dun’s Farewell My Concubine, a symphonic poem for piano and Peking opera performer. The composer’s inspiration was the 120th anniversary (doubling the 60-year “life cycle” in Asian cultures) of the birth of Mei Lanfang, Peking opera’s most celebrated figure. The chief proponent was conductor Long Yu, China’s most active commissioner of new concert music, who led the premiere.

The piece’s success, though, came primarily in pairing pianist Yuja Wang with the Peking opera performer Xiao Di, a disciple of Mei Lanfang’s son Mei Baojiu. Wang’s athletic pianism, so effective in romantic repertory, proved equally apt in mimicking the clamour of Peking opera percussion and plucking piano strings like a Chinese zither.

Tan’s score remained notably free of exoticism, its westernisations freely referencing Cage, Cowell and Crumb while the Chinese front extended traditional Peking opera technique, leaving plenty of room in the orchestration for vocal ornaments. Dramatically, Wang became the Chu warlord Xiang Yu, Xiao Di his concubine, with the music reimagining the original tale in symphonic terms much as, say, Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet reimagines Shakespeare.

Despite the piece’s sturdy structure, one could envision the two soloists being given more to do, and growing bolder in their interactions. Their encores, though — Xiao Di’s traditional Peking opera tune and Wang’s blistering version of Horowitz’s Carmen Variations — revealed how much they had each ventured from their respective traditions already.

Musically, Strauss’s EinHeldenleben made a strange fit. It also lacked the polish of Long Yu’s performances with his other orchestras, the Shanghai Symphony and the China Philharmonic. But the GSO made the piece’s inner workings arguably more vibrant, and, coming right after Concubine, it did make one hear Strauss’s sonic portrayals of the Hero and his companion in a rather different light.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How many times have Tan Dun’s production been on stage?

a. Zero

b. One

c. Too many times

d. Two


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the name of Tan Dun’s production?

a. Turandot (图兰朵)

b. Liang Zhu (梁祝)

c. Farewell My Concubine (霸王别姬)

d. Cats (猫)


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the advantage of this specific pianist, Yujia Wang?

a. She knows how to sing Peking Opera herself.

b. Her athletic pianism helped the two styles to merge.

c. She can speak Chinese.

d. The Peking Opera performer knows her well.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which piece was chosen by the pianist as her solo performance?

a. EinHeldenleben（交响诗）

b. Yellow River（黄河）

c. Moonlight Sonata（月光）

d. Carmen（卡门）


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. One




解释：文章第二段作者讲到谭盾的这一个音乐制作是首演，所以演出场次是一次。





[2]

 答案c. Farewell My Concubine (霸王别姬)




解释：文章开头就说了，谭盾的创作是霸王别姬（“Farewell My Concubine”）。





[3]

 答案b. Her athletic pianism helped the two styles to merge.




解释：文章第三段作者提到Yujia Wang的演奏特点有助于钢琴声音与京剧音乐的融合。





[4]

 答案d. Carmen（卡门）




解释：文章倒数第二段有讲到钢琴家最后的独奏是卡门（Carmen）。





英国的老龄化危机



现在，许多经济大国开始面临人口老龄化危机。英国就是其中之一。缩减的适龄劳动力人群和增加的养老需求，让英国政府很是头疼。政府自三年前就开始采取措施颁布新令改革养老金和退休政策，试图平衡逐渐缩小的政府收入和日渐增加的开支。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

greying 头发变灰，代指老龄化

demographic 人口统计，人口分布

think-tank 智库

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

UK pensions: tough choices as ‘old age support ratio’ shrinks（475words）

By Josephine Cumbo



Over the course of the 20th century the UK made big strides to improve the life expectancy of its citizens, who 100 years ago were considered middle-aged at 25.

Back in 1901, a male could typically expect to live to 45. By 2012, life expectancy for men had nearly doubled to 79, according to the Office for National Statistics (ONS).

While rising longevity is cause for celebration, the challenges of a greying population are looming large, not only for retirement income systems, but also for health and social care services.

As in other developed countries, advances in medicine and diets have contributed to UK citizens living longer, a trend set to continue. By 2050, the proportion of the UK population aged 65 and over is projected to reach nearly a quarter at 24 per cent, up from 17 per cent in 2012, according to the ONS.

Strikingly, the fastest increases will be among the “oldest old”, with the proportion aged 85 and over forecast to treble from 2 per cent to 6 per cent.

Academics say these rapidly evolving demographic changes will affect everyone in society, regardless of age.

“At worst, not only could it imply rising poverty, poor health and the erosion of social care for those in old age over the coming decades, but also lower standards of living for all of us, as ageing acts as a drag on economic growth and the future delivery of public services,” says David Sinclair, director of the International Longevity Centre UK, a think-tank.

One of the main worries is that as the proportion reaching retirement age grows, the number of working age people will shrink as birth rates decline.

This is a concern because UK state pension payments are funded through taxation and national insurance contributions from those of working age.

The number of working age people to every pensioner, or the “old age support ratio”, is forecast to fall to 2.9 by 2050, from 3.3 in the mid-1970s to 2006.

“Tax revenue from those in work may fail to keep up with demand for social security and healthcare from an increasingly large proportion of people aged over 65 and out of work and who have poor health,” adds Mr Sinclair.

“This will force governments to make tough choices.”

Given this looming problem, the government has pushed back the qualification age for the state pension to 67 by 2028. Currently, the state pension age is set to equalise at 65 for women and men by 2018.

It has also taken steps to address big shortfalls in private pension savings, through the automatic enrolment of eligible staff into workplace pensions.

Under this policy, introduced three years ago, 2 per cent of a worker’s qualifying earnings is saved into a pension, comprising a contribution from employer, employee and tax relief, rising to 8 per cent by 2018.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What sector of the government’s system is not affected by the greying population?

a. Retirement Income

b. Health

c. Education

d. Social Care


[1]
 
 
答案



2. By 2020, how big will UK’s population of over 65 years old be?

a. 17% of the entire population

b. About a quarter of the entire population

c. One tenth of the entire population

d. More than half of the entire population


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What’s the author’s attitude towards the “greying population” phenomenon?

a. Indifferent

b. Easy

c. Positive

d. Concerning


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What age does the government want to change for the qualification of state pension?

a. 65

b. 67

c. 60

d. 70


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Education




解释：文章第三段提到人口老龄化影响到政府的不只有退休金，还有健康与社会保障系统。





[2]

 答案b. About a quarter of the entire population




解释：文章第四段统计数据表示到2020年，65岁以上的人群会达到全部人口的四分之一左右。





[3]

 答案d. Concerning




解释：文章第九段作者使用了“concern”这个词来形容人口老龄化的情况，所以可以看出作者是担心这个情况的。





[4]

 答案b. 67




解释：文章倒数第三段写了政府希望在2028年以前把领取政府退休金的年龄要求从65岁升至67岁。





如何搞定公众演讲



在众人面前发表演讲，对大多数人来说都是头疼不已的挑战。甚至有笑话说有人在葬礼上宁愿待在棺材中也不愿被叫去发表悼词。然而，公众演讲是一项非常重要的高附加值技能。那么，有哪些实用的小窍门？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

casket 棺材

eulogy 悼词

itch 痒，渴望

pare 削减

veneer 外表；虚饰

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Public speaking, private fears（782 words）

By Rhymer Rigby

The comedian Jerry Seinfeld once joked about a study that suggested people’s number one fear was public speaking: “Go to a funeral, you’re better off in the casket than doing the eulogy.”

“It is significantly outside the average person’s comfort zone,” says Michael Crom, chief learning officer of Dale Carnegie Training. He recalls giving a talk to a medical conference: “I was the last speaker. It was late and the person before me ran over and they were starting to shut things down. So I suddenly had no PowerPoint or visuals.”For many people, losing the help of PowerPoint in front of an audience itching to get away would be a nightmare come true.

“Stage fright comes from all sorts of sources, but mainly a lack of experience,” says Paul Edwards, a professor at the school of information and department of history at University of Michigan. “One of the [other] reasons people are bad is that they see bad models – other poor speakers around them – and they learn bad habits and patterns.”

Also, because most people have to to do it infrequently, they tend to view public speaking as children view exams – as an ordeal to get over, rather than an opportunity to shine.

Another problem is that businesspeople tend to view themselves as good communicators. They often are good in meetings or social situations but these are not the same as public speaking.

Nick Smallman of Working Voices, a communication and presentation skills consultancy, says few people do anything to tackle their fears because they fail to appreciate fully the value of good speaking.

Moreover, Prof Edwards notes that the rewards are likely to grow because the proliferation of online video presentations and things such as TED talks means we are moving towards a more oral culture.

Mr Smallman likens the skill to learning to ride a bicycle: “You just need to retrain your brain. You need to practise, but once you learn, you never fall below that line.”

Furthermore, because most people are so bad at it, you merely need to be OK in order to shine. “People assume that if you can speak well you are a leader, regardless of whether you are or not.”explains Mr Church of Dramatic Resources, a business training company, “You put the slides in the right order and people will say it’s fine. And so if you actually do it well, people think you’re brilliant.”

Here are some tips to help you prepare for a talk or speech:

● Make sure you know your audience and then write with them in mind. “Sentences which are good on paper are often bad when spoken as they can be long and complex,” notes Prof Edwards.

● Think in terms of narrative, such as personal stories that bring subjects alive, and repetition. Most people will only take away three points from your speech, so there is no point covering nine.

● Prepare more material than you need. This will make you confident and will come in handy if there is a Q&A afterwards.

● Practise – whether alone or in front of colleagues and family. It is the best way to deal with nerves. Bob Etherington, author of Presentation Skills for Quivering Wrecks says: “When practising, videoing it can be a good idea, but don’t practise in the mirror as watching what you’re doing while you’re doing it can be very distracting.”

● Do not read off a script. Doing so will make it difficult to connect with your audience. Notes are OK.

● Recognise the difference between formal and informal communication. One of the biggest things here is getting rid of “vocalised pauses” – ums and ahs.

● Make the signposting very clear. When you speak in a group, the thread of your conversation is shaped by questions, queries and interjections from others. Public speakers need to compensate for the lack of this.

● Anticipate questions your audience might have and address them during your talk. This way people feel as if they are having a conversation with you.

● Dump or at least pare back the PowerPoint presentation. This often acts as the visual equivalent of management jargon, providing a veneer of professionalism – and complex slides are distracting. “A presentation comes alive when you stop using PowerPoint,” says Mr Etherington.

● You need a strong finish. Most people get to the end and say, “I guess that’s it”, and their body language collapses. Mr Etherington suggests a summary, then a call to action: “People expect to be told to do something at the end of a speech.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the main source of fear in public speaking, according to the scholars?

a. Lack of experience.

b. There are so many bad models around.

c. People tend to view public speaking as exams.

d. Business people are distracted by meetings and social situations.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the value of good speaking?

a. The rise of online video presentations such as TED.

b. Help business people emerge as communicators.

c. Avoid the ordeal of preparing for a speech.

d. Let people know your abilities and gain popularity.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which of the following tip is correct?

a. Make sure you prepare a personal story.

b. Rehearse in front of a mirror.

c. Anticipate questions your audience might have.

d. End the speech as simple as possible.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What should be avoided
 during a public speech?

a. Preparing more material than you need.

b. Covering as many points as possible.

c. Videoing when practising.

d. Writing down beautiful sentences.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Lack of experience.




解释：这是最先提到的最首要的原因。后面几个是其他的“演讲恐惧的来源”。





[2]

 答案d. Let people know your abilities and gain popularity.




解释：shine这个词在文中出现了两次：an opportunity to shine，in order to shine，可以推断是提升知名度和向他人展示自己能力的意思。再加上后面Mr Church说，由于能做好公众演讲的人很少，你只要做的还行，就会让人觉得你能力超群，是个领袖人物。





[3]

 答案c. Anticipate questions your audience might have.




解释：A只是一种可行的方案，专家们建议用讲故事的思维，而不是列举冗长的要点的形式来做演讲，准备个人有关的故事是办法之一。B是不推荐的做法，因为这会干扰自己。D也不推荐，艾瑟灵顿建议a call to action: “People expect to be told to do something at the end of a speech.”





[4]

 答案b. Covering as many points as possible.




解释：AC是推荐的做法，D是不被推荐的，因为优美的书面语言往往是长句，用于口头表达并不适合。





沃尔玛测试户外无人机送货



沃尔玛向美国联邦航空管理局(FAA)提交申请，在户外进行无人机测试，最终目标是使用无人机为顾客投递包裹。然而FAA的批准仅限于低空飞行，这样的无人机飞行必须在操作者目力可及范围内，并远离周围人群。沃尔玛究竟是为了提高效率，还是只是个噱头？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

drones 无人机

bricks-and-mortar 实体店

inventory 库存

warehouse 仓库

ecommerce 电子商务

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Walmart drones plan starts to look up （397words）

By Lindsay Whipp in New York



Walmart has asked US regulators to allow it to test commercial drones outside, just a week after reporting that its profits would be held back in part by heavier investments in ecommerce.

The world’s largest retailer by sales has been slow to replicate its bricks-and-mortar strength in online retailing, allowing rival Amazon to capture a leading market share and set the pace for innovation.

Amazon made its own application to the Federal Aviation Administration to test drones last year, and Walmart is seeking a similar exemption from FAA rules that currently prevent companies from testing the unmanned aerial vehicles outside.

Walmart said its application came after several months of indoor testing, in which it decided that the technology of SZ DJI Technology, a Chinese company, best suited its needs.

The Bentonville, Arkansas-based retailer is eyeing the potential to use drones for home delivery and store pick-up, as well as inventory management. For example, a drone could take inventory from trucks queueing at its warehouses, Walmart said.

Walmart believes that its nationwide store coverage in the US — where 70 per cent of the population lives within five miles of one of its stores — gives it the potential to utilise the technology successfully.

“It’s part of our efforts to drive efficiency,” a Walmart spokesperson said. Its application to the FAA argued that the outdoor tests would be in the public interest, and as safe as any manned flight.

However, it could be some time before drone technology is successfully applied in the real world, particularly in the US, where the regulation of drone use remains strict relative to markets such as the UK. Alibaba, the Chinese ecommerce group, has trialled drone deliveries in its home market.

Walmart said it was sticking to tests in the US for the time being.

The FAA this year released rules on unmanned commercial drones, whose restrictions raised questions over whether their potential for use in commercial activity such as deliveries would be realised.

Walmart said it did not know when to expect a response from the FAA.

Last week, Walmart laid bare the amount of work it needs to do to become more competitive in ecommerce and drive sales in the US. Its multibillion-dollar investments in ecommerce, raising wages and training to help improve customers’ in-store experience, will hurt profits next year, it said.

Walmart’s drone plans were earlier reported by Reuters.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why Walmart try to use drones outside?

a. for entertainment needs

b. for commercial use

c. for social progress

d. to display new products


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who made its own application to the FAA to test drones last year ?

a. 7-11

b. Amazon

c. Bentonville

d. Auchan


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who is eyeing the potential to use drones for home delivery?

a. Amazon

b. SZ DJI

c. Walmart

d. Bentonville


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who has trialled drone deliveries in Chinese market?

a. Alibaba

b. Google

c. Jingdong

d. Amazon


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. for commercial use




解释：沃尔玛申请无人机测试是为了商业用途。





[2]

 答案b. Amazon




解释：文章提到，其竞争对手亚马逊去年便提交了申请。





[3]

 答案d. Bentonville




解释：文章第五段





[4]

 答案a. Alibaba




解释：阿里巴巴，这家中国电商公司尝试在其家乡市场开展无人机送货测试。





酒店业的信息安全危机



希尔顿酒店宣布其信息系统遭黑客入侵，特朗普酒店近日也表示其支付系统已经被黑客攻击了一年之久。近几年客户信息遭到黑客窃取的事情层出不穷，甚至有专家警告说，这里，就是黑客们的下一个靶场。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

cyber 信息技术的

point of sale system 销售网点系统

encrypted 加密

disguise 伪装

malware 恶意软件

Tripwire 文件系统完整性检查的软件工具

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Hotel sector faces ‘cyber crime wave’ （645words）

By Malcolm Moore in London and Hannah Kuchler San Francisco



The hotel industry is the next big target for cyber criminals, experts have warned, after Hilton became the fourth major hotel group to have customers’ credit card details hacked.

Hilton Hotels, Starwood Hotels & Resorts, Mandarin Oriental and the Trump Collection have all admitted that their payments systems were compromised this year as hackers hunting for credit card details switch their attention to the leisure industry. This week Hilton and Starwood said guests’ personal details had been taken after hackers gained access via payment systems.

Hilton said customer data had been accessed over 17 weeks, from November 18 to December 5, 2014 or April 21 to July 27, 2015.

“The reality is the sector as a whole is dealing with a cyber crime wave,” said Tom Kellermann, chief cyber security officer at Trend Micro, which sells security software.

“Customers should be very concerned because in general the industry has insufficiently invested in cyber security.”

Hackers managed to plant viruses into the hotel companies’ point-of-sale systems, and some of the data stolen may not have been encrypted, according to Mr Kellermann.

Trend Micro identified one virus, called MalumPoS, which targets Oracle’s Micros platform, a system used at more than 330,000 sites throughout the hotel and leisure industry by companies including InterContinental Hotels, Travelodge, Hyatt, Wyndham, and Accor.

“This type of virus can compromise 95 per cent of the POS systems on the planet,” said Mr Kellermann.

The virus disguises itself as a legitimate program and then scrapes through systems to hunt for credit card details.

Hilton, Starwood and Oracle declined to comment.

The widespread use of the same strain of malware suggests that the attacks may have been carried out by organised criminals, who then either sell databases of customer credit card details on to fraudsters or conduct the fraud themselves.

Credit card details sometimes are not used for months after they have been stolen or even until after the free credit monitoring often offered by companies expires to lull victims into a false sense of security.

Hackers have turned their attention to hotels after retailers began improving their security following a series of high-profile attacks on US chains in late 2013 and 2014, including breaches at Target and Home Depot.

Justin Harvey, chief security officer at Fidelis Cybersecurity, a US threat detection company, said customers would be worried because enough details may have been stolen to complete a purchase — and potentially in two separate incidents.

Details included cardholder names, payment card numbers, security codes and expiration dates, but no addresses or personal identification numbers.

“POS systems have been targeted by con artists for years and malware, which strips away consumer data, is only the latest in this form of attack,” Mr Harvey said.

Lane Thames, a security researcher at Tripwire, added: “If a company has any type of payment processing system, then rest assured someone somewhere has or will eventually try to find a way to break in to steal valuable payment-related information.”

Stuart Poole-Robb, chief executive of cyber security and business intelligence advisers KCS Group, also said the hotel industry was “behind on the issue”.

“Their IT security is only just catching up. Hoteliers don’t take much notice of hackers sitting in their lounges hacking guests’ WiFi,” he said.

“Vulnerable hotels are Sheraton, Hyatt and Ritz-Carlton. They could all do more than they have done thus far. The less well known hotel groups, second division so to speak, in the major capitals are in an even worse state.”

Mr Kellermann said that only Marriott had taken cyber security seriously and urged it to conduct due diligence on the matter as part of its acquisition of Starwood.

“They need to conduct a compromise assessment of the entity that they are going to acquire — what malware is already living in Starwood. Is the target is already diseased?” he said

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of information are hackers hunting for?

a. customer's preferences

b. home address

c. credit card details

d. work details


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Why should customers be very concerned about their information security when check in the hotel by Tom Kellermann?

a. Customers pay too much attention to relax.

b. Hotel sector has insufficiently invested in cyber security.

c. Hotels always use pirated software.

d. Hackers are interested in this industry.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to scrapes through hotels’ systems for MalumPoS?

a. looks for the bugs of system

b. attack the mail system

c. monitor network status MalumPoS

d. disguises to be legitimated


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not included as the stolen details?

a. personal identification numbers

b. cardholder names

c. payment card numbers

d. security codes


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. credit card details




解释：黑客通过酒店的支付系统盗取旅客的信用卡信息。





[2]

 答案b. Hotel sector has insufficiently invested in cyber security.




解释：安全软件经销商认为，酒店在对于防范网络犯罪并未投资太多。





[3]

 答案d. disguises to be legitimated




解释：这类病毒是通过把自己伪装成为一个合法程序入侵酒店的系统。





[4]

 答案a. personal identification numbers




解释：被窃信息包括持卡人姓名、支付卡编号、安全码及其失效日期，但不包括持卡人住址和身份证号码。





电视广告“动”起来



最近千禧媒体（Millennial Media）正在与消费定位业务公司合作，也许有一天你在电视上看到一个广告，稍后手机上就会出现相关的广告视频和最近的商店，或者把促销信息添加到你的智能手机的日历上。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

reorientating 重新定位

collide 碰撞

integrate 整合

set-top boxes 机顶盒

anonymously 匿名

capitalise 利用

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

TV ads to be ‘retargeted’ on to smartphones （437words）

By Shannon Bond in New York



Millennial Media, the mobile advertising network recently bought by AOL for $238m, is partnering with Rentrak, the video measurement company, to allow advertisers to “retarget” through their phones people who have seen a particular ad on TV.

The partnership comes as AOL, which was itself acquired by Verizon in a $4.4bn deal this year, is reorientating its digital advertising business towards mobile devices, where consumers are spending increasing amounts of time.

AOL’s ability to drive more spending through its advertising technology tools, particularly video ads on mobile devices, was a key driver of Verizon’s interest in the company as the largest US wireless operator searches for new sources of growth.

Tim Armstrong, AOL chief executive, has said that “this is the year when TV and web budgets are going to collide”.

US mobile advertising revenues in the first half of this year reached $8.2bn, accounting for 30 per cent of overall digital ad spending. In 2014, online ad spend reached $49.5bn, compared with combined broadcast and cable ad revenues of $65.7bn.

Millennial Media says its new offering will help accelerate big brands’ spending in mobile and measure the results of that investment.

“Advertisers want to integrate all of their spending across screens,” said Liza Blumenthal, head of north-east sales for Millennial Media.

The partnership uses Rentrak data from set-top boxes to track which commercials a viewer sees while watching TV. Those viewers are then anonymously matched in Millennial Media’s database of smartphone and tablet users, so that personalised video ads can be placed in mobile apps, targeting viewers who have already seen a brand’s TV ad.

For example, a retailer could follow up a TV spot with a mobile video ad encouraging a consumer to find the nearest store location, add a sale to their smartphone’s calendar, or sign up to receive more information or offers over email.

Advertisers can also target mobile advertisements to people who have seen their competitors’ ads.

Millennial Media measures the impact of the retargeted mobile ads by tracking foot traffic to stores and the rate at which people who see the mobile ads take an action, like locating a store or adding an item to their calendar.

“We are taking [advertisers’] big TV commercial campaigns and allowing them to capitalise on mobile usage,” Ms Blumenthal said.

While other ad tech companies offer some ability to retarget TV viewers on the internet, Millennial Media says the scale that it and Rentrak bring sets its offering apart. Rentrak has data on 25m households, while Millennial Media’s ad network extends across 65,000 mobile apps, reaching more than 190m unique users each month.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Who owned Millennial Media finally?

a. Rentrak

b. AOL

c. Verizon

d. the government


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Where are consumers spending increasing amounts of time as mentioned?

a. mobile

b. tablet

c. PC

d. video devices


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the key driver of Verizon’s interest in the AOL?

a. video measurement technology

b. service quality

c. advertisement operation

d. video advertising technology


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the most important thing from Rentrak for Millennial Media?

a. video advertising technology

b. data from set-top boxes

c. mobile devices

d. its investment


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Verizon




解释：Millennial Media被AOL以2.38亿美元收购， AOL又被Verizon收购。





[2]

 答案a. mobile




解释：AOL正在将数字广告业务转向消费者花费时间越来越长的移动设备。





[3]

 答案d. video advertising technology




解释：AOL在广告技术，尤其是在移动设备上的视频广告，从而带动更多消费冲动的能力，是Verizon迎娶AOL的关键动力。





[4]

 答案b. data from set-top boxes




解释：综合全文，Rentrak从机顶盒收集的数据是Millennial Media是区分用户投放广告的关键。





中产投资者通过App寻找境外投资机会



夏天的股灾以及人民币的贬值大大削弱了国内中产阶级投资者把资本留在国内的信心，他们纷纷开始寻找境外投资的机会。而近期发布的几款app或许给他们提供了机会......

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

cumbersome 笨重

dent 削弱

plunge 跳水

balloon 膨胀

elite 精英

niche 商机

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

China middle class investors look abroad through online apps （749words）

By Charles Clover in Beijing and Gabriel Wildau in Shanghai



Investing abroad has long been out of reach for most Chinese, but a handful of internet apps aim to make it a possibility for a rising middle class.

The summer’s stock market plunge and the devaluation of the renminbi have dented the confidence of many Chinese who had been content to keep their money on the mainland. Their investment options were limited to low-yielding domestic deposits, a volatile real estate market, bumpy stocks or keeping their cash under the mattress.

Capital outflows by wealthy Chinese have ballooned this year, with the US Treasury recently estimating that $500bn left China in the first eight months of the year.

“If China is growing and the renminbi is appreciating, it makes sense to keep your money in China,” says Mike Peng of Crystal Stream, a venture capital fund backed by Beijing-based group Hillhouse Capital. “But everyone can see the Chinese economy is slowing down and the currency depreciating, so it makes sense to hedge.”

Mr Peng says even he did not know how to buy foreign stocks from China until a few months ago, when a friend told him about Futu Securities, an online broker that markets Hong Kong and US stocks to mainland investors.

A number of new apps may make investing abroad easier still. These include Micai, a company backed by Crystal Stream, which helps mainland Chinese buy stocks overseas. Launched three weeks ago, it advertises itself as China’s first “robo-adviser” app.

Greg Van Den Bergh, the company’s chief executive, says the minimum investment is $5,000, much lower than minimums at banks and brokerages that cater solely to the wealthy elite.

“Offshore [investment] used to be something that was nice to have for wealthy individuals; now due to the [renminbi] devaluation and uncertainty, it is becoming a must-have for them. And at the top end of retail investors it is now a must-have as well,” says Mr Van Den Bergh.

One challenge is heavy government regulation. Capital controls are a roadblock and a few eagerly anticipated reforms, such as the Qualified Domestic Individual Investor Programme — aimed at smoothing the way for individuals to convert into and out of renminbi for overseas investments — have been delayed in the wake of the stock market crisis.

Other reforms have proceeded, however. Last November, the government launched the Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock Connect, a service that allows mainlanders to buy Hong Kong shares. That was followed in July by a mutual fund recognition programme between China and Hong Kong and cross-border sales of products.

The internet is being used to further refashion traditional finance in China, as companies including Alibaba and Tencent take on established state-owned banks.

One example is Yue’E Bao, a savings product Alibaba launched two years ago, which achieved mass appeal by offering money market interest rates to depositors that were above the fixed rate for bank deposits.

Investing abroad is another such area where nimbler internet groups have often been able to fill niches that state banks have been slow to address.

But China’s foreign exchange laws are still a drag on the sector. Micai and the other app companies to which the Financial Times spoke require users secure their own foreign exchange, which for individual Chinese is capped at $50,000 per year.

“It’s still very cumbersome,” says Ken Xu of Gobi Partners, a venture capital firm in Shanghai that is looking to invest in the sector. “You still have to handle the exchange into USD yourself.”

While Micai relies on partners to invest customer funds, Futu Securities and Tiger Brokers, another online broker that received a $15m investment from smartphone maker Xiaomi last month, have been gathering investors and marketing their services online to reach mass audiences.

In July, Tiger Brokers launched Tiger Stocks, an app that requires a minimum investment of just $3,000 and is aimed at attracting Chinese investors to the New York Stock Exchange and the Nasdaq. It says total trading volume that month was $100m.

Futu Securities, which recently raised $10m in a funding round from investors led by Tencent, launched its own app, Futu Niuniu, to buy Hong Kong and US-listed stocks. It has a Hong Kong brokers licence and trades US stocks through BNP Paribas with no minimum investment.

“It’s really the younger generation that wants to invest abroad,” says Futu Securities. “They see the quality stocks are mainly companies listed abroad, like Apple. Even Chinese companies such as Tencent and Alibaba are listed abroad.”

Additional reporting by Ma Fangjing

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which is not the reason why Chinese tend to invest aboard?

a. Renminbi is depreciating

b. Chinese economy is slowing down

c. The stock market crisis

d. Renminbi is appreciating


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which is not the factor that dented Chinese’s confidence to keep their money in China this year?

a. The investment options are limited

b. The stock market plunge

c. The decrease of interest rate


[2]
 
 
答案



3. The devaluation of Re Which service allow mainlanders to buy Hong Kong shares?

a. Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock Connect

b. Yue’E Bao

c. ZhiFu Bao

d. Tiger brokers

e. Nminbi


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one relies on partners to invest customer funds?

a. Micai

b. Tiger brokers

c. Futu securities

d. ZhiFu Bao


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. Renminbi is appreciating




解释：第四段，人民币升值是不成立的假设。





[2]

 答案c. The decrease of interest rate




解释：文章第二段。





[3]

 答案a. Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock Connect




解释：政府11月开通的沪港通允许内地普通股民怎么样购买香港股票。





[4]

 答案a. Micai




解释：文章倒数第四段，Micai依靠合作伙伴投资客户资金。





爱尔兰：酒鬼要当心



因为过度饮酒的危害，爱尔兰的政客提议限制饮酒，希望能将爱尔兰的人均酒精摄入量降低。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

tippler 酒鬼['tɪplə(r)]

binge 狂欢[bɪndʒ]

entertainer 表演者[entə'teɪnə(r)]

bizarre 离奇的[bɪ'zɑ:(r)]

quirk 怪癖[kwɜ:k]

inequitable 不公正的[ɪn'ekwɪtəbl]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Irish tipplers face clampdown on binge drinking（657words）

By Vincent Boland in Dublin



Paddy Cullivan would like everyone in Ireland to stop drinking alcohol. For the past few weeks, the entertainer has been performing his one-man show to sellout crowds, “picking through the bizarre quirks of the inequitable mire Ireland has become”, and blaming this unhappy state of affairs on Irish people’s troubled relationship with drink.

“Ireland needs to take a year off alcohol,” says the comedian, who quit drinking 18 months ago. Since “every occasion in Ireland occasions drink”, Mr Cullivan argues, the consequence is often poor decision-making and leadership, and what he describes as “our ah-sure-it’ll-be-grand” approach to impending calamity, such as the recent Irish financial crisis.

His suggestion, he says, makes his audience laugh. “But it also makes them uncomfortable.”

Unlike Mr Cullivan, Leo Varadkar does not want Irish people to stop drinking. But the country’s health minister would like everybody to drink a bit less. This week, Mr Varadkar announced proposals to tighten the law surrounding the advertising, display and sale of alcohol, in the most determined effort yet by an Irish government to reduce the social and health costs of consuming too much alcohol.

“The evidence about Ireland’s drinking habits is shocking,” says Mr Varadkar, an ambitious young politician tipped as a future taoiseach (prime minister). If the proposals become law next year, they will introduce minimum-unit pricing for alcohol, health warnings on labels, a ban on drink advertising near schools and playgrounds or on public transport, and a ban on below-cost selling.

The aim is to reduce the average annual alcohol consumption of each person in Ireland from around 11 litres to 9.1 litres by 2020. The target of the clampdown is the habit of binge drinking — excessive consumption at weekends or on a night out. This often results in antisocial behaviour, and huge additional costs for the health services and police.

According to the Irish Times newspaper, three Irish people die from excessive drinking every day and patients with alcohol-related illnesses occupy 2,000 hospital beds.

Mr Varadkar says four out of 10 Irish drinkers engage in binge drinking. “We have talked about these measures for long enough. Now is the time to make it happen,” he says.

The government’s proposals have generated fierce opposition from the Irish drinks industry. Its main objection is to minimum-unit pricing: Mr Varadkar is proposing a minimum price of €0.10 per gram of alcohol.

The industry also claims that restrictions on advertising and sponsorship would damage sports, especially rugby and horseracing, both of which rely heavily on drink sponsorship.

Ross MacMathúna, director of the Alcohol Beverage Federation of Ireland, says minimum-unit pricing does not curb excessive drinking among those who will do it in any case, and penalises those who do not binge drink. The result will be even higher prices in a country where, he says, alcohol is already the most expensive in the EU.

He also makes the libertarian argument that the government should not be setting a price for a commercial product. “This is the thin end of the wedge,” says Mr MacMathúna. “I don’t want some faceless bureaucrat setting the price of what I drink.”

Even before Mr Varadkar’s campaign, Irish drinking habits were changing rapidly. Per capita consumption has fallen from more than 14 litres of alcohol a year 15 years ago to 11.5 litres today, according to Alcohol Action Ireland, a lobby group. Irish craft beer production has been on the rise, meanwhile, as drinkers shift away from the traditional pint in a pub. The two developments reflect a more discerning consumer market.

Mr Cullivan, who is Irish-American, agrees that other countries have a drink problem, too, and insists he is neither lecturing the Irish nor stereotyping them.

“I know the Brits drink as much as us, but they’re not as much fun,” he says. “But drinking too much kind of closes your world down. A year without it would allow us to lift our eyes beyond the horizon.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why Paddy Cullivan would like everyone in Ireland to stop drinking alcohol？

a. It leads to poor decision-making and leadership

b. It cost too much

c. It is not healthy

d. Alcohol in Ireland is in shortage


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not included in Leo Varadkar’ proposal？

a. introduce minimum-unit pricing for alcohol

b. the increase of tax

c. health warnings on labels

d. a ban on drink advertising near schools


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not the factor according to article？

a. People are permitted drinking before 18

b. Three Irish people die from excessive drinking every day

c. Patients with alcohol-related illnesses occupy 2,000 hospital beds

d. Four out of 10 Irish drinkers engage in binge drinking


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is the influence of the restriction on advertising according to drink industry？

a. lead to health problems

b. slow down the economy

c. damage sports

d. improve social pressure


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. It leads to poor decision-making and leadership




解释：第二段Paddy Cullivan认为过度饮酒导致了低效的决策与领导力。





[2]

 答案b. the increase of tax




解释：Leo Varadkar提议的内容并不包括提高税收





[3]

 答案a. People are permitted drinking before 18




解释：文章第七段讲了饮酒所导致的健康问题。





[4]

 答案c. damage sports




解释：造酒工业认为减少广告的投放与赞助会影响一些依靠赞助的体育项目。





欧盟青少年网络限制令惹恼硅谷巨头



新法规将意味着，企业如果处理没有征得父母许可的15岁或以下青少年的数据，将构成非法行为，欧盟将于周二对这项针对青少年的网络使用进行限制的法案进行最终讨论。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

blowing a hole 破坏，漏洞

frantic 疯狂的[’fræntɪk]

amendment 修正案[ə’mendmənt]

negotiator 谈判者[nɪ’gəʊʃieɪtə(r)]

savvy 精明的[’sævi]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Europe’s tech-mad teens face tighter parental controls （625words）

By Duncan Robinson in Brussels, Murad Ahmed in London and Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco



European teenagers face having to secure parental permission to join the likes of Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat before the age of 16, under new EU data protection proposals that are riling US technology companies.

The new regulations would make it illegal for companies to handle data from anyone aged 15 or younger without the consent of parents, potentially blowing a hole in the business models of social media companies that have relied on teenage users for rapid growth.

A senior executive at one US tech group said: “This is a ban that will [require] millions of kids and teenagers to get permission from their parents to use internet services. That includes email accounts, social media platforms and downloading apps.”

US tech groups have launched a frantic lobbying effort against the proposal — a last-minute amendment to rules on data protection which have been working their way through Brussels since 2012.

A coalition including Google, Facebook and Twitter on Monday accused negotiators of rushing the amendment and not consulting child-safety organisations. The ICT Coalition for Children Online said there had been no explanation for raising the age for 16, and pushed for it to remain at 13, saying it would only incentivise children between 13-16 to lie about their age and could restrict their access to important online support services.

Alexander Whalen, senior policy manager of Digital Europe, a group which represents the tech industry in Brussels, said: “It is unreasonable to think that a child of 15 needs parental consent in every situation. These are last-minute changes”.

The amendment states that processing data of “a child below the age of 16 years shall only be lawful if and to the extent that such consent is given or authorised by the holder of parental responsibility over the child”. In previous drafts, this limit applied only to those 13 and under.

The final round of talks between the European Parliament and member states will start on Tuesday, with legislators hoping to have a deal finalised by the end of the year.

Tech-savvy teenagers brought up in the digital age tend to be early adopters of social networks. The networks themselves then use this as a sales pitch to lure advertisers, who fear they cannot reach a young audience that no longer watches much live TV. This has led to groups such as Snapchat, which lets users send pictures that disappear after a few seconds, being valued at $16bn earlier this year.

All companies — from tech groups to supermarkets — must comply with a host of extra regulations on privacy or face big fines of up to 4 per cent of global turnover, according to the latest texts of the “general data protection regulation”, which has not yet been completed.

Children have to be 13 to join most major social networks from Facebook to Snapchat because of a US regulation that requires sites to obtain permission from their parents before collecting personal information.

The Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act applies to all children under the age of 13 in the US and has become a standard worldwide. However, it does not protect children who lie about their age in order to access networks.

Social networks have begun creating secondary apps specifically for children. The YouTube Kids app was set up to contain only child-friendly programming, while Snapchat has experimented with SnapKidz, an app feature that allowed children under 13 to take pictures and draw on them — but not send them.

Even within these apps, some features have caused controversy. YouTube Kids, released this year, faced criticism for allowing children to search the full site, bringing them into contact with inappropriate material if they sought it out. Parents now have to explicitly decide whether or not to let their children search.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Who will be the new one to have to get parents’ permission before join the Facebook if the new regulations work?

a. a freshman at college

b. a 15-year-old boy in China

c. children under 13

d. a 14-year-old girl


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What can a 15-year-old boy do without parents’ permission under the new regulations?

a. email accounts

b. social media platforms

c. send the mobile message

d. downloading apps


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where were negotiators accused by the coalition?

a. ignored child-safety organizations

b. increased the expense

c. fewer customers

d. attracted hackers’ attention


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why YouTube Kids faced criticism?

a. allowing children to search the full site

b. don’t need parents’ permission

c. children spending too much time

d. collecting personal information


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. a 14-year-old girl




解释：新的欧盟数据保护提议，不到16岁的欧洲青少年必须先获得父母同意才能加入Facebook。旧规定中这个限制是13岁。





[2]

 答案c. send the mobile message




解释：这项禁令将（要求）数以百万计的儿童和青少年获得父母的许可才能使用互联网服务。它包括电子邮件账户、社交媒体平台和下载应用。





[3]

 答案a. ignored child-safety organizations




解释：包括谷歌(Google)、Facebook和Twitter在内的联盟昨日指责谈判者仓促提出修正内容，而没有咨询儿童安全组织。





[4]

 答案a. allowing children to search the full site




解释：文章倒数后两段，尽管媒体公司未来儿童用户开发了专属应用，但还是有批评的声音。





万达为何钟情铁人三项？



万达收购了世界铁人公司，这是王健林在体育领域的最新战利品。一家运营一些比赛项目的公司真的值6.5亿美元吗？王健林必然对铁人三项有着更远大的计划。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bragging 吹嘘

trophies 奖品

underestimate 低估

demise 消亡

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Ironman: Wanda why? （336 words）

Chinese billionaire is obviously in it for the long run



The bragging rights. The needlessly expensive bikes. The Lycra. What is there for a middle-aged man not to love about Ironman Triathlons? One middle-aged man loves them more than others. Wang Jianlin, one of China’s richest men, has just paid $650m (via his Wanda group) for World Triathlon Corporation, the company that runs Ironman. It is just the latest in a line of sporting trophies for Mr Wang — he also owns one-fifth of Atletico Madrid and Infront Sports & Media, a sports marketing group.

But can a company that runs a few races (even 141-mile ones) really be worth $650m? There are no publicly available figures for sales or profits. Ironman had 230,000 racers last year, each one paying between $160 and $600. Assume that it generated race fees of $100m and perhaps twice that in sponsorships (watches, mattresses, perfume — you name it). The price Wanda paid is still more than two times those revenues. There are no listed triathlon organisers but Live Nation, a US-based events company, trades at less than one times revenues.

So Mr Wang must have big plans for Ironman. The aim is to expand the sport in China, from 100 amateur Chinese triathletes to 200,000 by 2025. Infront Sport and a reality TV show will promote it all. State incentives to raise China’s sport revenues from $10bn to $780bn by 2025 will help. Mr Wang knows how to take advantage of Chinese growth — he has also invested in shopping malls, theme parks and hotels often in line with state priorities.

For anyone watching all this exertion from afar, there are two lessons. First, Mr Wang is still a big believer in the growth of the Chinese middle-class (even if stock market investors are starting to have their doubts). Second, do not underestimate the business potential of live events. They have helped to save the music business when many were predicting its demise. Even in the age of mobile phones, tablets and smart watches, not all entertainment takes place via a screen.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What age people might like the Ironman Triathlons?

a. teenage

b. the aged people

c. middle-aged people

d. children


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of industries did Wang Jianlin interested in?

a. animal husbandry

b. tertiary industries

c. crop farming

d. energy exploitation


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is Wang’s attitude about the Chinese middle-class?

a. negative

b. unbelieving

c. optimistic

d. indifferent


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the purpose of the mentioned music business?

a. to prove the importance of live events

b. to show the Chinese people's love

c. to support live music

d. To call for more people to participate


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. middle-aged people




解释：文章第一段，过分昂贵的自行车和莱卡紧身衣，中年男人有什么理由不爱铁人三项呢？





[2]

 答案b. tertiary industries




解释：他还投资了大型购物中心、主题公园和酒店，这些属于第三产业。





[3]

 答案c. optimistic




解释：王健林仍然对中国中产阶级的崛起深信不疑（即使股市投资者对此已经开始有所怀疑）。





[4]

 答案a. to prove the importance of live events




解释：当很多人预测音乐产业即将终结时，是现场音乐(live music)帮助拯救了它，是为了证明不是所有的娱乐活动都通过屏幕来进行。





搞怪视频应用遇到病毒式传播



“原版小咖秀”Dubsmash在2014年11月上架后，只过了七天时间，下载量便登上国内 App Store 应用榜榜首，证明了搞怪对嘴表演视频模式在病毒传播方面的威力。随后迅速席卷英、法、荷等29国，直到现在依旧在各国的娱乐和视频类排行榜中位居前列。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

millennials 千禧一代

prominent 著名的

unleashing 释放

demonstrate 证明

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Dubsmash aiming to spread viral app’s appeal and generate revenue （604words）

By Murad Ahmed, European Technology Correspondent



It is the latest viral sensation since the last viral sensation, popularised by celebrities and millennials to create the perfect package for the selfie age.

Dubsmash is a free app that allows people to use their smartphone to take short videos of themselves lip-syncing lyrics from songs or miming lines from a movie, and then post these clips online instantly.

Since launching in November 2014, it has been downloaded more than 75m times, and topped the app charts in 78 countries, making it one of the fastest growing new social media platforms yet.

Millions have viewed online clips by teenagers and celebrities on YouTube, Twitter and Instagram. Actresses Reese Witherspoon and Sofia Vergara can be seen lip-syncing to Taylor Swift’s hit song I Knew You Were Trouble. Model Cara Delevingne has used it to recreate a scene from the animated film Chicken Run.

The clips are usually funny, but can Dubsmash become more than a good laugh?

On Monday, the company raised $5.5m from a group leading tech investors. The funding round was led by Index Ventures, the venture capital firm, and included Chris Sacca, the prominent US venture capitalist who previously backed Facebook, Instagram and Uber, Riccardo Zacconi, chief executive of King Digital, makers of game Candy Crush Saga, and Sunstone Capital, the Copenhagen-based venture capital firm.

The Berlin-based Dubsmash believes it can become the next “communications platform”.

“We found something that people love and we’re unleashing something they haven’t done before,” says Roland Grenke, co-founder.

Mr Grenke, 27, co-founded Dubsmash with Daniel Taschik, 27, and Jonas Drüppel, 25. The group has 15 employees and expects to double its staff in the next six months.

The company says its app has become popular with three types of people: children and teenagers; high-profile individuals who want to reach large fanbases; and parents who use it to engage with their kids.

Dubsmash hopes to draw revenues from marketers that want to reach audiences that are abandoning magazines and television sets for smartphones and tablets.

The company has agreements with media companies, including NBCUniversal, Disney and Paramount Pictures, which have used the app to promote upcoming shows and movies. It declines to disclose financial terms behind those deals.

In March, pop star Rihanna used Dubsmash to debut her latest single B**** Better Have My Money, uploading audio clips from the track and encouraging fans to lip-sync along to them.

Danny Rimer, a partner at Index Ventures, admits that Dubsmash has yet to prove that it can become a social media phenomenon in the manner of WhatsApp or Snapchat, saying that the company must show the capacity to draw users back so that people regularly use the app.

“If you look at the size of the funding round, they’re not claiming ‘we are Snapchat’ or ‘we are Twitter’ . . . The financial side becomes worthy if the team can demonstrate long-term usage of the platform,” he says.

But Mr Grenke says he and his partners are trying to create a multibillion-dollar business. “I think we’ve found something in nine months that is working in different parts of the world, in different regions and cultures, so I think there is a large market for this type of communication,” he says.

Another challenge may lie ahead: Dubsmash users have uploaded about 10m audio clips, including unlicensed tracks from television shows, songs and films opening up the possibility of future legal battles over copyright.

The company has begun working with media companies to resolve rights issues, with plans to create a “take-down notice” model, similar to that created by YouTube, whereby the company removes clips when asked to by license holders.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How can users imitate the lyrics by Dubsmash?

a. sing a song

b. lip-syncing

c. make up

d. read lines


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following platform is not mentioned to view the online clips?

a. YouTube

b. Twitter

c. MSN

d. Instagram


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which country invented the Dubsmash?

a. America

b. Britain

c. China

d. Germany k


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the purpose of parents using the app?

a. to engage with their kids

b. to reach large fanbases

c. enjoy themselves

d. make young friends


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. lip-syncing




解释：文章第二段，通过同步口型模仿歌曲或影视片段。





[2]

 答案c. MSN




解释：文章第四段。





[3]

 答案d. Germany k




解释：“柏林制造”的Dubsmash相信，它会成为下一个社交平台。





[4]

 答案a. to engage with their kids




解释：Dubsmash的用户群主要分三类，其中家长是为了更好的与孩子交流。





朗姆酒：从轻柔基酒到浓香烈酒



朗姆酒，是以甘蔗糖蜜为原料生产的一种蒸馏酒，口感甜润、芬芳馥郁，是用甘蔗压出来的糖汁，经过发酵、蒸馏而成。近年来朗姆酒在美国的受欢迎程度不断提升，销售量也奋起直追，紧跟在伏特加和威士忌之后。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Turquoise 蓝绿色的

lagoon 环礁湖

throwback 大倒退

connoisseurship 鉴赏家

integral 构成整体所必需的

premium 优质的

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Rum: From cocktails to the tipple of connoisseurs（888words）

By Shannon Bond



In the Tonga Room, in San Francisco’s swanky Fairmont Hotel, rainstorms break out every 20 minutes, a band plays on a boat floating in a turquoise lagoon and some drinks are served in giant pineapples.

With nearly 60 varieties of rum, as well as the requisite piña coladas, daiquiris and oversized scorpion bowls, the cocktail menu is a throwback to 1945, when the hotel first converted its indoor swimming pool into a sprawling tiki-themed bar.

Most Americans associate rum with the Tonga Room’s fruit-flavoured tropical concoctions. However, a new generation of bartenders and distillers is trading on the spirit’s rich history to help lift it into the realms of connoisseurship.

“In America, rum was whisky before whisky was whisky. It was the spirit we all would drink every day,” says Kenneth McCoy, bartender and owner of the Rum House, a New York cocktail lounge. “Now people are going back and realising, hey, this is actually the original American drink.”

The sugar cane-derived liquor was the first spirit to be produced in significant quantities in the colonial era, according to the Distilled Spirits Council of the US. By the time of the American Revolution, the US colonies were home to 140 distilleries producing nearly 5m gallons of rum a year, compared with imports of nearly 4m. The drink was an integral part of the “triangle trade”: New England-produced rum was used to buy slaves in Africa who were sold in the West Indies for molasses that were sent to New England to make more rum.

Today rum is third — behind vodka and whisky — in US sales volume. Sales reached 25.2m 9-litre cases in 2014, up 16 per cent from a decade earlier, although growth has flattened in recent years, according to Distilled Spirits Council figures.

Over the same period, US sales of the most expensive super premium rum — a category that barely existed in the early 2000s — have more than tripled to 447,000 cases. It is a small but growing part of the spirits market that, like premium whisky, bourbon and tequila, is seeing a boost from the cocktail revival that has swept the US in recent years.

“Rum is definitely a cocktail spirit. We love it for that reason,” says Derek Brown, owner of several bars in Washington DC including Eat the Rich and Mockingbird Hill. “I make daiquiris, real daiquiris, with rum, lime and sugar, the way it was originally created. I will also substitute aged rum in a Manhattan for bourbon or rye. There’s not a lot of spirits you can do that with.”

Mr Brown and fellow spirits experts say that they are drawn to rum’s versatility and variety, which allow for a broad range of experimentation.

Dan Kleinman, vice-president of marketing for rums at Diageo North America, whose Captain Morgan is one of the top-selling US rum brands, says the liquor can appeal to a range of tastes. “On the light side it refreshes as well as a vodka and on the bold, dark side it has that complexity and flavour that stands up in crafted cocktails.”

The rising popularity of dark spirits such as bourbon and Scotch is creating opportunity for aged rums in particular.

“We’re now in a whisky boom that is going to help everyone. People are starting to understand barrel ageing and what that does in other drinks as well,” says H Joseph Ehrmann, owner of the Elixir bar in San Francisco. “Consumers are more adventurous with their palates and their wallets.”

New craft distilleries in states such as Massachusetts and New York, which were centres of rum making in colonial days, are also elevating the spirit away from its associations as a party drink.

Bridget Firtle, a former hedge fund analyst, runs the Noble Experiment, a distillery in Brooklyn that is reviving rum production in the US. She believes that wider consumer trends are fuelling the interest in rum. “We’re entering an age, a movement of farm to table, focused on using less ingredients. People want to learn about what they’re eating and drinking, whether it’s a craft rum from Brooklyn or Rhum Agricole from Martinique.”

Her distillery produces about 500, six-pack cases a month and is expanding distribution this year to states including California, Florida and Illinois.

Martin Cate, who owns the tiki lounge Smuggler’s Cove in San Francisco, says the US is seeing “a boom in domestic rum production that we really haven’t seen since colonial America”.

But he says that while rum has the advantage of being an “approachable” drink with an attractive price point compared with whisky and tequila, he believes that it faces challenges to gain market share.

“Rum still has a long way to go in terms of the name-brand recognition that whisky, tequilas and vodkas enjoy. The brand loyalty that exists with vodkas and scotch is much more sporadic in rum,” he says.

“But when it’s at its best, it’s as sophisticated, as complex and as enjoyable as any other premium aged fine spirit.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. By the time of the American Revolution, how many gallons of rum could the US colonies produce within a year?

a. 4m

b. 3m

c. 9m

d. 5m


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which quality of rum has drawn Mr Brown and fellow spirits experts?

a. Variety

b. Compatibility

c. Unicity

d. Complexity


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which of the following is mentioned as one of the top-selling US rum brands?

a. Blanton’s

b. Captain Morgan

c. Crown Royal

d. Early Time


[3]
 
 
答案



4. hich of the following states is mentioned as a center of rum making in colonial days?

a. Ohio

b. Nevada

c. Massachusetts

d. California


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. 5m




解释：文章第五段提到截至到独立战争前，殖民地每年可生产近五百万加仑的朗姆酒。





[2]

 答案a. Variety




解释：文章第九段提到朗姆酒的多变性吸引了Mr Brown和其他的一些烈酒专家们。





[3]

 答案b. Captain Morgan




解释：文章第十段提到Captain Morgan是目前最畅销的美国朗姆酒品牌之一。





[4]

 答案c. Massachusetts




解释：文章倒数第七段提到殖民地时期的朗姆酒制作中心有马塞诸塞州和纽约州。





可口可乐公司的翻身仗



1886年，可口可乐在美国乔治亚州亚特兰大市诞生，目前全球每天有17亿人次的消费者在畅饮可口可乐公司的产品，而该公司也已成为全球最大的饮料厂商。近期可口可乐公司指出该企业内部推行的扭亏计划正逐渐走上正轨。面临广告费用增加和急剧变化的货币流动，可口可乐公司依然实现了收入增长。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

revenue 收益

artificial 人工的

dynamic 充满活力的

stabilise 使稳定

Diet Coke 健怡可乐

Aspartame 阿斯巴甜

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Coca-Cola says turnround plan on track（675words）

By Lindsay Whipp in San Francisco



Coca-Cola has pointed to further signs that its turnround plan is starting to gain traction, as it reported higher earnings despite an increase in advertising costs and strong currency movements that hurt its revenues.

The US drinks company said on Wednesday that second-quarter revenues fell 3 per cent to $12.2bn, but net profit rose 19 per cent to $3.1bn, or 71 cents a share. This was in line with expectations and the group said it would maintain forecasts for the year.

Coca-Cola has been cutting costs, reducing the size of drinks bottles and cans, and increasing advertising spending as it responds to consumers’ shift away from fizzy drinks, especially those with artificial flavours, and packaged in large volumes.

The strong dollar hit Coca-Cola’s overseas operations and Muhtar Kent, chief executive, highlighted the difficult economic conditions that it and rivals were facing, particularly in China, Russia and Brazil. He noted that incomes in China had not improved significantly of late.

“Given the current overall macroeconomic environment in China we are still cautious for the near term, but are excited by the long-term prospects we see in this dynamic and important market,” Mr Kent said, adding Coke is continuing to increase value and volume share.

“We are continuing to invest heavily for the future,” he said.

Mr Kent said Coca-Cola’s turnround was proceeding at the right pace and it was on schedule with cost cuts. When asked about the company’s M&A strategy, he said that it was looking for “bolt-on targets that fit the company’s portfolio”.

Coca-Cola’s US performance improved, which the company said partly reflected the success of its advertising push and smaller packaging, which enabled it to charge more per ounce for its drinks.

Sales volume in North America increased 2 per cent in terms of unit cases, with a 1 per cent rise in sparkling volume and a 5 per cent upturn in still beverages.

Sandy Douglas, president of Coca-Cola North America, said the group’s strategy in the region was to have more people “enjoying more Coke more often for a little bit more money” and that it was working.

While smaller packaged drinks account for a limited portion of overall sales at the moment, they are growing at a double-digit pace, Coca-Cola said.

Consumers’ behaviour suggests that they are going back to Coca-Cola’s roots by wanting to drink Cokes in smaller bottles that stay cold to the end, something the brand was selling decades ago, the company said.

Its advertising push, while happening across several regions, has had a head start in the US, where an increased focus on social media has been paying off, it said.

However, Diet Coke disappointed again, with a 7 per cent decline in volume. Mr Douglas said the falls were beginning to stabilise and the company hoped to achieve growth again through product innovation. He acknowledged that the consumer shift toward fresh and natural was a “good dietary change for the country, but categories oriented to that have been pretty negative”.

While Coke has not followed PepsiCo’s route of replacing the sweetener aspartame, Mr Douglas reckoned that its rival’s move had helped generate a more educated debate around the topic of artificial sweeteners.

Pepsi has also been moving into the premium category of drinks known as “craft” beverages, or offering new flavour combinations and serving experiences as it attempts to ride the wave of millennial demand for more tailored products.

Coke said it believed the premium sector had a bright future, highlighting its Blue Sky soft drinks, which it acquired when it took over Monster Beverages, as fitting into that segment. It added that the types of packages the beverages came in were also key to the consumer experience.

Shares fell 0.7 per cent to $40.90 by close of trading in New York, continuing its halting performance since the start of the year.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which of the following is not mentioned as the strategy of Coca-Cola responding to consumers’ shift away from fizzy drinks?

a. Expanding production scale

b. Cutting costs

c. Reducing the size of drinks bottles

d. Increasing advertising spending


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What’s the Coca-Cola’s attitude towards the long-term prospects they see in China?

a. Disappointed

b. Skeptical

c. Positive

d. Disinterested


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which of the following regions had a head start in advertising push?

a. China

b. Russia

c. Brazil

d. US


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following companies takes the route of replacing the sweetener aspartame?

a. Coca-Cola

b. Monster Beverages

c. PepsiCo

d. Snapple


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Expanding production scale




解释：文章第三段提到可口可乐公司应对客源流失的策略包括削减开支、缩小饮料瓶尺寸和加大广告投入三个方面，并没有提到生产规模的变动。





[2]

 答案c. Positive




解释：文章第五段提到可口可乐公司虽然目前对中国市场抱谨慎态度，但对该市场的长期预期感到兴奋，说明其态度是积极的。





[3]

 答案d. US




解释：文章倒数第六段提到可口可来公司的广告攻势同时在数个不同地区开展，但在美国本土取得领先成绩。





[4]

 答案c. PepsiCo




解释：文章倒数第四段提到可口可乐公司没有像百事公司一样采取替换甜味剂阿斯巴甜的策略。





中国游客不再热衷东南亚？



东南亚主要旅游目的地的中国游客显著减少，这在一定程度上不止是因为一起空难和地缘政治紧张的结果。对于全球很多地方，接待出境游的中国人是一个成长型行业。作为旅游目的地国家和航空公司都应以更加细腻的战略方式对待中国游客市场。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

geopolitical 地缘政治

swamp 淹没

coup 政变

aviation 航空

reluctance 勉强

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Chinese tourists spurn SE Asia holidays（539words）

By Ben Bland



Key Southeast Asian markets have seen a marked drop in Chinese tourists, a growth sector across much of the globe, as air crashes and geopolitical tensions take their toll.

While China spends more on outbound travel than any other nation, up 28 per cent to $165bn last year, the reversal of fortunes for some of Southeast Asia’s main tourism destinations underlines the risks that countries face as they look to China for growth.

The trend is particularly concerning for countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia that were banking on Chinese tourists to help boost their slowing economies.

“These Asian markets have been the early recipients of the largest Chinese outbound flows and have quickly adapted to a recognition that the China market will progressively swamp all others,” said Will Horton, an analyst at the Centre for Aviation, a research company, in Hong Kong.

“Chinese media and shifts in political winds can abruptly — but often temporarily — turn off traffic flows. Excessive reliance on any one tourism source inevitably creates this problem.”

Excluding Thailand, which has seen a rebound in Chinese tourist numbers since another military coup last year, the number of Chinese visitors to Southeast Asia fell in the first three months of this year to 1.5m, from 1.9m a year earlier, according to the Centre for Aviation.

That signals a continuing trend, with Chinese arrivals in Southeast Asia, excluding Thailand, falling to 6.2m last year from 6.4m in 2013.

By contrast, Japan, helped by its weakening currency, and the rest of North Asia have seen a jump in Chinese tourists, up 38 per cent to 3.3m in the first quarter of this year, compared to a year earlier.

Michael Beer, an aviation analyst at Citigroup in Hong Kong, said that the deadly crashes last year involving Malaysia Airlines’ flights MH370 and MH17 and AirAsia Indonesia’s QZ8501 have shaken Chinese tourists’ confidence in travelling to the region.

Malaysia’s much-criticised handling of the loss of MH370, which disappeared mysteriously en route to Beijing with 152 Chinese among the 239 people on board, has added to the reluctance to travel there.

Vietnam and the Philippines have suffered because of rising political tensions connected to their maritime disputes with Beijing in the South China Sea.

Analysts say that while the most Chinese tourists would not feel any direct impact, the political climate, and its reporting in the sometimes nationalistic state-controlled media, affects their travel decisions.

Joey, a 28-year-old from Shanghai, was recently persuaded by her friends to drop plans to visit Vietnam because they were still concerned about a small outbreak of anti-Chinese rioting last year.

“I think even though the incident was a long time ago, the concept of Vietnam as a disorderly place hasn’t changed,” she said.

Mr Horton of the Centre for Aviation argues that countries and airlines need to take a more nuanced approach to the lucrative Chinese market.

“There is little doubt that in the long term Chinese tourists will change the face of global tourism,” he said. “But managing the short and medium term blips will be a big part of a China tourism strategy.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which of the following is not mentioned as the reason of Chinese tourist spurning SE Asia holidays?

a. Air crashes

b. Geopolitical tensions

c. An increase in the number of direct flights

d. The influence of state-controlled media


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following countries has seen a jump in Chinese tourists?

a. Japan

b. Malaysia

c. Indonesia

d. Vietnam


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What’s the author’s attitude towards Chinese tourists spurning SE Asia holidays?

a. Satisfied

b. Objective

c. Reluctant

d. Discontent


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following countries suffered decline of Chinese tourists because of maritime disputes?

a. Philippines

b. Russia

c. USA

d. Korea


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. An increase in the number of direct flights




解释：文章第一段最后和倒数第五段分别提到东南亚旅游目的地国家客流受影响的原因包括之前的空难和地缘政治紧张以及中国的媒体风向。





[2]

 答案a. Japan




解释：文章中作者在第八段提到日本得益于日元疲软，见证了前往该国中国游客数量的跳跃式上升。





[3]

 答案b. Objective




解释：文章中作者以第三者角度列举了东南亚旅游国家目前中国游客减少的现状和其背后的原因，其中并没有加入过多个人情感色彩，整体态度是客观地陈述事实。





[4]

 答案a. Philippines




解释：文中倒数第五段提到越南和菲律宾受到与中国南海争端的影响导致吸引游客数量下滑。





麦当劳如何重振美国人的食欲？



麦当劳作为一家全球大型跨国连锁餐厅，在世界各地拥有共计约三万家分店。然而今年第二季度该公司的业绩表现不佳，在美国本土区域的销售和利润都有明显下降。如今这家全球最大快餐连锁品牌正在经受考验，亟待重新点燃美国本土客户的食欲，而该公司推行的新策略是否起效还需要我们拭目以待。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

install 任命

rebound 弹回

tumble 暴跌

closure 停业

stiff 严厉的

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

McDonald’s struggles to rekindle US appetites（673words）

By Lindsay Whipp in San Francisco



McDonald’s sales and profits sank in the second quarter, underlining the struggle the world’s biggest fast food brand is having rekindling consumers’ love for its burgers and fries, particularly at home.

Steve Easterbrook, the Chicago-based company’s recently installed chief executive, called the results “disappointing” and told investors on Thursday that operations in the US were working to bring “more discipline back in business [and] react better to trends”.

He promised that the third quarter would finally bring a rebound in global comparable sales, and that this rise would happen regardless of the bounce it would receive from a recovery from the Asian supplier scandal last year.

Sales tumbled 10 per cent to $6.5bn, while net income fell 13 per cent to $1.2bn, or $1.26 a share. The results, however, were in line with analysts’ estimates, sending shares 0.5 per cent lower to $97.09 by close of trading in New York.

The company said it was also reviewing its dividend policy but declined to give any indication of whether this would be a positive or negative for investors until November as the process was ongoing.

The earnings statement highlighted the particular problems McDonald’s is having in its home market, where it will have net restaurant closures for the first time in its 60-year history this year. The company blamed about 80 per cent of the second-quarter decline in operating profit on the US and Japanese markets.

Comparable sales in the US fell 2 per cent and operating income was down 6 per cent, adding to nearly three years of declines for the market.

It blamed the declines on a lack of response to some of its menu features, which have included a “summer break menu” and an “artisan grilled chicken sandwich”, and its promotions.

McDonald’s is testing all-day breakfasts and menu simplification to boost the US market, but it faces stiff competition from Taco Bell, the Yum Brand chain, which has seen some significant success in this area.

Amid concerns that McDonald’s plans to simplify would be compromised by something as complex as all-day breakfast, Mr Easterbrook emphasised that there would have to be simplifications elsewhere in McDonald’s operations.

He said it was important to understand that the improvements the group was making to its core menu — whether better quality beef or tastier salads — were just as important as the locally sourced meals it was developing for the regions, such as a lobster dish in Boston.

McDonald’s is also being challenged in the US by new rivals such as Mexican food chain Chipotle and the Shake Shack burger outlets, which have captured the millennial demographic.

The group’s struggle to revive its brand and popularity also comes at a particularly difficult time for its international operations as, like other multinational companies, it is hit by adverse currencies, a struggling eurozone amid the Greek debt crisis, and slowing emerging markets.

Mr Easterbrook said he was confident of a turnround, however.

“I am confident that we will create the transformation necessary for McDonald’s to become a modern, progressive burger company delivering a contemporary restaurant experience,” Mr Easterbook said in a statement, reusing a phrase from his turnround plan announced when he took over earlier this year. That plan left many analysts and investors hungry for more detail.

McDonald’s is relying on Mr Easterbrook to bring some of the success that he had in stoking growth in the UK and other European markets to the company’s global operations.

The region outperformed others in sales, posting a comparable sales increase of 1.2 per cent, thanks to demand in the UK and Germany mitigating a difficult quarter in France. However, on an operating basis, income in the region sank by a fifth, reflecting the tricky macroeconomic environment that many multinationals are facing, the euro weakness and some restructuring charges.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which of the following regions is mainly blamed by the company for the second-quarter decline?

a. US

b. China

c. Germany

d. UK


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following is not mentioned by the author as McDonald’s competitor?

a. Taco Bell

b. Yum Brand chain

c. KFC

d. Shake Shack burger outlets


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What’s the author’s attitude towards McDonald’s current situation?

a. Objective

b. Subjective

c. Favorable

d. Disappointed


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following is mentioned by the author as a challenge that McDonald is facing in the domestic market?

a. Adverse currencies

b. The Greek debt crisis

c. Competitors in US

d. Slowing emerging markets


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. US




解释：文章第六段最后提到麦当劳公司将第二季度业绩下滑主要归咎于美国市场和日本市场。





[2]

 答案c. KFC




解释：文章中作者在第九段提到麦当劳的竞争对手包括Taco Bell和Yum Brand chain，在倒数第五段提到Shake Shack burger outlets，全文没有提到KFC。





[3]

 答案a. Objective




解释：文章中作者基本都是以叙述口吻梳理麦当劳目前面临的状况及其提出的解决方案等细节，几乎没有添加个人感情色彩，因此可以看出作者的态度是相对客观的。





[4]

 答案c. Competitors in US




解释：文中倒数第四段提到作为国际公司McDonald面临着多重来自国际市场的挑战，三项都是来源于国际，而文中倒数第五段提到的竞争者则是在美国本土，即国内市场。





“危险”的生鱼片？



在纽约和伦敦的金融区，聚集着众多以商务人士为主要顾客群体的小型餐馆饭店。近几年，这些小店提供的食物从简单的三明治变换成了寿司和生鱼片。随着经济发展，生活水平提高，人们纷纷寻找新的健康美食。日式寿司和生鱼片好像在几年前成为了“健康”的新代言人。但是最近人们却发现，来自大海的这色香味俱全的美味，也暗藏汹涌。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

mercury 水银

sashimi 生鱼片

marlin 枪鱼

albacore tuna 长鳍金枪鱼

dietary 食谱

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Sushi addicts need to be aware of mercury toxicity risk（578words）

By Charles Wallace



Is eating sushi safe?

During a recent meal with a Wall Street financial adviser, he mentioned that he eats sushi several times a week because he believed it to be the most healthful and convenient way to dine while continuing to work at his desk. I was left wondering if that was as healthful as he said, given the recent concern about mercury in fish.

All around the financial centres in London and New York, shops which once featured only simple sandwiches now stock different types of sushi and sashimi, including those made from various types of tuna. This despite the well-publicised concern when Richard Gelfond, CEO of the US cinema group Imax, reported that he had been diagnosed with mercury toxicity after eating sushi on a daily basis.

In addition, the actor Jeremy Piven, star of ITV’s Mr. Selfridge franchise, also was reported to have been hospitalised for mercury toxicity from eating sushi.

While the European Food Safety Authority issued a new advisory notice on fish consumption earlier this year, it said that the types of fish consumed in Europe and fish-eating habits were so different across the continent that it was up to the individual countries to give specific advice.

Britain’s NHS has advice about canned tuna but not about sushi. The US Food and Drug Administration recently set its first minimum fish consumption target , emphasising the benefits of eating more low-mercury fish.

Given this confusion, I asked Michael Gochfeld, who has studied mercury toxicity for 30 years, what his best advice is about fish consumption.

Dr. Gochfeld, an adjunct clinical professor in the Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences Institute at New Jersey’s Rutgers University, said most people do eat too little fish, an excellent source of protein and omega-3 fatty acids, which have been shown in some studies to be protective against heart disease and cancer. But he acknowledged that there can be too much of a good thing.

“If you eat fish rarely, such as less than once a month, it’s likely that your health will benefit from eating more fish,” Dr. Gochfeld explains. “If you eat fish frequently, more than twice a week, you have to pay attention to eating low mercury fish if you don’t want to get food poisoning.”

Among the fish that have been found to have the highest mercury content are swordfish, shark, marlin and albacore tuna. “If you go to a high-end sushi bar in New York, the chances are the tuna sushi will be bigeye tuna with high mercury levels,” he says, adding that in Japan, sushi is a prized delicacy but eaten only once a month. Sushi is often made from fish other than tuna, which can be safe to eat in larger quantities.

This mercury warning is especially true for pregnant women. “Having even one meal with high mercury fish, like one swordfish serving, at the wrong time could have an impact on a developing foetus,” Dr. Gochfeld cautions.

While he loves tuna sushi himself, he restricts his consumption to once a month and eats low mercury fish such as salmon a couple of times a week.

That advice is similar to the counsel from the British government, which says that pregnant women and young children should not eat swordfish, shark or marlin, and that other adults should limit their intake to one portion a week. As for me, I love salmon so that is my dietary mainstay, but also eat other low-mercury fish.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What’s the author’s opinion towards eating sushi and sashimi on a regular basis?

a. Healthy

b. Deadly

c. No idea

d. Concern


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When would it be safe to eat sushi and sashimi?

a. If you rarely eat fish

b. If you eat fish more than two times a week

c. If you really love fish

d. If you live on the sea


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which fish is not one of those with high mercury level?

a. Swordfish

b. Salmon

c. Shark

d. Albacore tuna


[3]
 
 
答案



4. The possibility of mercury toxicity is most dangerous to which group of people?

a. Businessmen

b. Pregnant Women

c. Fashion Model

d. Government Official


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. Concern




解释：文章第二段最后作者在讲述了他的朋友的想法后，提到自己并不认为经常吃寿司和生鱼片那么健康。相反，基于最近一些关于鱼类水银含量的调查结果让他很担忧。





[2]

 答案a. If you rarely eat fish




解释：文章第九段作者援引一位助理临床医师的话来指出，对于很少吃鱼的人来说，生鱼片和寿司能为健康带来帮助；但如果一周吃鱼超过两次，再在此基础上增加生鱼片和寿司的食用就会带来可能水银中毒的危害。





[3]

 答案b. Salmon




解释：文中倒数第四段作者点到了几种公认的含水银量多的鱼类，包括剑鱼(swordfish)、鲨鱼(shark)、枪鱼(marlin)和长鳍金枪鱼(albacore tuna)，而三文鱼(salmon)恰恰相反是含水银量较少的鱼类。





[4]

 答案b. Pregnant Women




解释：文章最后三段都强调了对于过多食用寿司或生鱼片带来水银中毒的影响最大的群体就是怀孕的妇女。





你受到性别工资差异对待了吗？



国际劳工组织的研究表明，过去十几年，全球性别工资差距逐渐有所缩小。但自2008年全球经济衰退后，这种进步似乎已经停滞，甚至倒退......

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

illustrate ['ɪləstreɪt] 阐明

stagnate ['stægneɪt] 停滞

persist [pə'sɪst] 留存

transparency [træn'spær(ə)nsɪ] 透明

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Gender gap narrows in a world in which men still rule（807words）

by Sharmila Devi,March 5, 2015 12:01 am



Ripa Rashid is highly educated, has worked at some of the world’s top blue-chip companies, and is an expert in workplace diversity and talent management, but even she got caught out by the gender wage gap.

Ms Rashid, senior vice-president at the Center for Talent Innovation (CTI) in New York, recalls working at a think-tank in Malaysia.

“It took me six months to realise I was being paid 30 per cent less than a male colleague. By that time, I had already made the decision to leave.”

Her experience illustrates the secrecy that exists in many companies and cultures around wages. It allows managers to treat people unequally, even where legislation exists, and makes it hard to get timely data.

Research by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) shows that the gender wage gap has gradually narrowed over the past few decades, for example in Latin America.

However, progress appears to have stagnated, or even reversed, since the 2008 global downturn. Even in senior ranks, disparities persist and range from a few percentage points in Panama, to almost 20 per cent in South Africa, and more than 50 per cent in Azerbaijan, says an ILO report Women in Business and Management: Gaining Momentum, released in January.

“The world assumes that managers earn more but there’s still a pay gap when we know women are often more educated than men,” says Linda Wirth, one of the authors of the ILO report. “The Brics [Brazil, Russia, India and China] have seen greater growth and reduction of poverty but they also have growing inequality in many areas.”

The pay gap with men often only reflects women who work as employees, not the self-employed, who make up about 60 per cent of the female workforce in Latin America and the Caribbean and closer to 50 per cent in Asia, says Kristen Sobeck, an ILO economist.

“A smaller gender pay gap is only part of the picture and may in some instances not even necessarily reflect positive changes in the status of women in a given country,” she says.

But, according to a World Bank report Gender at Work, women are less likely to be in the labour force and more likely to earn less than men in the 10 most populous developing countries: India, Indonesia, Brazil, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Mexico, Vietnam, the Philippines, Egypt and Turkey.

Working women are less likely than working men to be employed in wage jobs in all these countries except Brazil. The report also confirms that the gap in earnings tends to be larger in the informal than in the formal sector.

Henriette Kolb, head of the gender secretariat at the International Finance Corporation, the private sector financing arm of the World Bank, gives the example of Turkey, where “the divergence between what men and women are paid appears to be small, yet there are large gender disparities in labour force participation and employment in wage jobs”.

However, some women might be paid more than men in developing countries that have invested heavily in health and education. Top jobs in these sectors can command a premium and often employ many women, explains Sheila Wild, a British equality consultant and a former director at the Equal Opportunities Commission.

“I would expect the wage gap to be lower in some emerging markets, because the gender gap is not just about what women are paid, but how much they get in relation to men and often they are all paid less,” she says. “There is also less part-time work, which is a dangerous area if it’s just treated as a cheap labour pool as it is in Britain.”

Several factors have contributed to the small progress made so far. More women than men are graduating from university in, for example, Brazil (60 per cent) and the United Arab Emirates (65 per cent), CTI research shows.

The working week may be much longer, with more than 60 hours common, but a majority of women in Bric countries had “shoulders to lean on” using family members or paid domestic help. The public sector is also seen as an attractive alternative to the private sector, with 65 per cent of women in Brazil.

A broad mix of legislation and private sector action tailored to individual markets is needed to achieve faster progress in wage parity, say experts.

“The private sector can take action by providing targeted training and skills-development by creating flexible, family-friendly working environments, and by using global business certification standards for gender equality, says Ms Kolb.

Uschi Schreiber, chairwoman of the global accounts committee at EY, the professional services firm, calls for greater transparency around wages in the private sector. “If you look at how governments do it, they have visibility around what people can earn, so we should be able to use bands at least. Pay rates are often hidden from negotiators and not everyone has the full picture.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What can be inferred from Ms Rashid’s experience？

a. Most companies keep wages under secrecy.

b. Her wages are 30% higher than male colleagues.

c. The gender wage gap problems have been solved.

d. She is always treated equity in her job.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. According to the World Bank report,which of the following statements is true？

a. Male pursue more rights when holding a job.

b. Working men are easy to get high salary.

c. Female have low competitive edge at work.

d. The gap in earnings has gradually narrowed.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. As CTI research shows，which two of the factors have affected pay gap？

a. Intelligence and abilities.

b. Nationalities and industries.

c. Educations and working hours.

d. Experiences and achievements


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What's the theme of this passage？

a. The labor disputes in international organizations.

b. The gender ratio differences in Malaysia.

c. Some researches about the gender wage gap.

d. How to raise the women social status.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Most companies keep wages under secrecy.




解释：文章第四段，Rashid的经历揭示了存在于许多企业和文化中的工资保密制度。这种制度下，管理层可以不公平地对待员工，即使在有相关立法的国家，并且使得人们难以获得及时的数据。





[2]

 答案c. Female have low competitive edge at work.




解释：第十、十一段，世界银行的报告指出在10个人口最稠密的发展中国家，女性找到工作的可能性更小而比男性收入低的可能性更大。并且在除巴西外的9国里，劳动女性找到有薪工作的可能性要低于男性。体现出女性在找工作时拥有较低竞争力。





[3]

 答案c. Educations and working hours.




解释：第十五、十六段，CTI研究显示，女性大学毕业生数量比男性多并且女性每周工作时间可能更长，都成为了影响性别薪金差异有所缩小的因素。





[4]

 答案c. Some researches about the gender wage gap.




解释: 本文主要涉及一些国际组织对性别薪金差异的研究。
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金融英语速读由FT中文网商学院精心开发，在这里你可以看到原汁原味的英文报道，或涉及有趣的海外风情、前沿的健康理念、好玩的科技产品，也包含深度经济报告、专业的行业分析预测。

不论是作为优质读物还是备考的复习资料，都可以在细碎的时间里让阅读变得更有意义。

让你看到，英国《金融时报》128年新闻主义来到中国。




20架波音767——亚马逊的大手笔



这家世界最大的电商公司宣布，将向航空运输服务集团(Air Transport Services)租赁20架波音767货运飞机，建设自己的空中物流网络。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bold 大胆的[bəʊld]

freight 货运[freɪt]

disruptive 分裂性的；制造混乱的[dɪs'rʌptɪv]

capability 能力;容量[ˌkeɪpəˈbɪləti]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Amazon leases 20 Boeing 767 freight jets for air cargo programme （551 words）

By Leslie Hook in San Francisco and Robert Wright in New York



Amazon is taking its ambitions to the skies with a new agreement to lease 20 cargo jets in its boldest step yet to control its own logistics operations.

Amazon has been expanding its reach into logistics operations over the past year, with truck trailers, shipping licences, new delivery fleets and now aircraft.

The company will lease 20 Boeing 767 jets from Air Transportation Services Group, an air cargo company based in Wilmington, Ohio, that is the world’s largest owner of converted Boeing 767 freight aircraft.

The new deal, under which the jets will be leased for five to seven years, marks the first time Amazon has publicly confirmed its secretive air cargo programme. The company reported $1.8bn in shipping losses last year, its worst shipping losses ever, and analysts said the move could help cut costs.

The agreement raises the question of how Amazon’s move will affect other logistics providers such as FedEx and UPS, which have generally avoided commenting on Amazon’s moves towards handling its own goods. Amazon is a large client of both companies, and about 4 per cent of UPS’s volume is tied to Amazon.

Amazon discovered the potential downside of relying on other companies’ delivery networks over the 2013 Christmas season in North America. UPS’s network became severely congested in December, meaning that many customers received Christmas deliveries only after December 25.

Amazon has been expanding not only its cargo networks but also its last-mile delivery services, which could also prove disruptive to other logistics companies. With the introduction of Prime Now, Amazon’s two-hour delivery service, the company has started using fleets of its own drivers to take packages directly to the customer’s door.

The ecommerce company has also obtained a freight forwarding licence in China, a potential step toward providing large-scale shipping services to companies that sell on Amazon.com.

An Amazon spokeswoman said that the planes would be used in the US and would support growth rather than replacing existing logistics partners. “These planes provide critical capacity expansion to support the growth of Prime in the US,” spokeswoman Kelly Cheeseman said. “At our scale, supporting growth requires adding some of our own logistics capabilities.”

However, a spokesman for ATSG said the leased jets had the ability to fly internationally as well. “It’s up to them how they want to use it,” he said.

Colin Sebastian, analyst at RW Baird, said the jets would initially be used to move goods between Amazon warehouses, and between suppliers and warehouses. But he expected Amazon might eventually offer cargo services to other companies, capturing a share of the $400bn global logistics market.

Amazon started testing the possibility of freight operations last autumn, leasing two planes from ATSG in September, and expanding its fleet to five planes in November.

Amazon’s move into air cargo comes at a time when global air cargo growth has slowed, as market uncertainty has pushed shippers towards a cheaper alternative: shipping by sea. Prices for cargo aircraft have plummeted since the 2008 financial crisis, which will have sharply cut the cost of undertaking this change.

In addition to leasing the jets, Amazon also has the option to buy one-fifth of the shares in ATSG over the next five years, at a price of $9.73 per share. Shares in ATSG jumped 19 per cent on the news.

请根据您所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is not mentioned as Amazon’s expanding logistics operations in 2015?

a. truck trailers

b. shipping licences

c. robot delivery systems

d. new delivery fleets


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many years will the jets be leased from Air Transportation Services?

a. 3-5

b. 10

c. indefinitely

d. 5-7


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When the delivery network is really busy in North America as Amazon said?

a. December

b. January

c. April

d. June


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which will Amazon do for ATSG over the next five years?

a. manage team

b. develop products

c. buy one-fifth of jets

d. buy shares


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. robot delivery systems




解释：亚马逊过去一直在加快建设自己的物流系统，但并没有提到机器人配送系统。





[2]

 答案d. 5-7




解释：Air Transport 表示,亚马逊去年已租用5架货机,作为试行业务之用,今年底将再向后者提供15架货机。有关租用期为5-7年。





[3]

 答案a. December




解释：亚马逊发现圣诞节前夕物流会非常忙碌，依赖于物流公司可能导致客户收货延期。





[4]

 答案d. buy shares




解释： 根据双方签署的租赁合约，亚马逊公司可在未来5年，以每股9.73美元的价格购买ATSG19.9%的股份。





Facebook新使命：在VR环境中社交



将来，我们可能无需再使用FaceTime或Skype与远方的朋友交流，或许只需要带上虚拟现实头盔，瞬间就让你觉得好像与朋友身处一室中。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

multiplayer 多人游戏['mʌltipleiə]

mingle 混合；交往['mɪŋg(ə)l]

spherical 球面的['sferɪk(ə)l]

videoconference 可视会议['vɪdɪo,kɑnfərəns]

zombie 行尸走肉['zɒmbɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Facebook creates ‘social virtual reality’ team（509words）

By Tim Bradshaw in San Francisco



Facebook has created a new “social VR” team, led by two video gaming executives, ahead of the launch of its Oculus Rift headset next month.

The unit, unveiled on Sunday, is the first time that Facebook has begun to consider how to bring its core social networking service into virtual reality, two years after acquiring Oculus for $2bn.

The team is led by two executives from the video games industry, Daniel James and Mike Booth, who both have backgrounds in creating 3D multiplayer experiences.

That implies that Facebook’s vision for its VR community could look something like Second Life, the online world that saw a brief surge of popularity 10 years ago, or the science fiction concept of the Metaverse, a vast online community where digital avatars mingled on a virtual-reality high street, created by author Neal Stephenson in his 1992 novel Snow Crash.

At the same time as announcing the social VR team, Facebook said that users had uploaded 20,000 videos in VR-friendly 360-degree format, after it added the feature to its website and apps late last year. Millions of people watch these 360 or “spherical” videos, which let the user pan around a scene to look in any direction they choose, every day on Facebook, it said.

Facebook-owned Oculus has already experimented with bringing communication and social networking features through a “Social Alpha” for its Gear VR headset, which lets small groups of people chat as they watch online videos together on a virtual cinema screen, and with Toybox, a Rift game which lets two people play table tennis and other games in a small room together.

On Sunday, Samsung unveiled a new 360-degree camera for taking spherical photographs that can be viewed in its Gear VR headset, alongside new versions of its Galaxy smartphones.

On stage at Samsung’s press conference at Mobile World Congress in Barcelona, Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s chief executive, said that VR was the next step in online communications after text, photos and videos.

“VR is the next platform, where anyone can experience and share anything they want,” he said, suggesting that friends and colleagues will gather around virtual campfires, watch movies in a private theatre or hold group meetings using the technology. “VR is going to be the most social platform.”

He added that Facebook had dedicated “hundreds of our best engineers” to VR, to help create experiences that make “you feel like you’re actually there” with friends.

Facebook’s social VR team, working closely with Oculus’s engineers and designers, will compete with several start-ups that have already tried to bring videoconferencing and social networking into VR, such as Silicon Valley’s Altspace VR and vTime by UK-based digital studio Starship. Google is also investing heavily in VR, with a new smartphone-based headset said to launch later this year.

“We’ve already helped people connect in a wide variety of ways on mobile devices — ranging from Facebook and Instagram to Messenger and WhatsApp — and now we want to apply that same approach to the new medium of VR,” Facebook said in a blog post.

请根据您所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When Oculus was acquired by Facebook?

a. 2016

b. 2015

c. 2014

d. 1992


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who created the concept of” Metaverse”, as a vast online community?

a. a director

b. an author

c. a video gaming executive

d. the CEO of Facebook


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What lets people chat as they watch online videos together by Oculus?

a. Gear VR glasses

b. Galaxy smartphone

c. Toybox

d. Gear VR headset


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who planned to launch a new VR smartphone-based headset later this year as well?

a. Altspace VR

b. Starship

c. Samsung

d. Google


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. 2014




解释： 两年前（2014年3月）Facebook宣布以20亿美元收购虚拟现实设备Rift VR的制造商Oculus，当时该公司的这一举动引起了舆论的一片哗然。





[2]

 答案b. an author




解释：Metaverse是一个庞大的网络社区，用户的数字化身可以在虚拟现实大街上互动，这一概念来自于作家尼尔·斯蒂芬森(Neal Stephenson)1992年的小说《雪崩》(Snow Crash)。





[3]

 答案d. Gear VR headset




解释：Oculus已经尝试为Gear VR头盔带来通信和社交网络功能, 当一小群观众在虚拟影院屏幕上观看在线视频时，他们可以通过“Social Alpha”互相聊天。





[4]

 答案d. Google




解释：文章倒数第二段，谷歌也大力投资虚拟现实。





欧洲不再是避税天堂？



外国跨国公司的避税问题一直为人所诟病，但谷歌事件至少表明即使是财大气粗的谷歌，也无法避免政治风向的转变。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

paltry 微不足道的['pɔːltrɪ; 'pɒl-]

permanent establishment 常设机构

parliamentary 议会的[,pɑːlə'ment(ə)rɪ]

assertion 声明[ə'sɜːʃ(ə)n]

multinational 跨国公司[mʌltɪ'næʃ(ə)n(ə)l]

barrister 大律师['bærɪstə]

duck 闪避，鸭子[dʌk]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

The UK tax authority must apply some muscle towards Google （432words）

By Delphine Strauss



Google’s deal to settle its UK tax affairs with a paltry £130m payment leaves plenty of unanswered questions. The central issue, though, is whether Google should be forced to concede that it has a taxable presence, or “permanent establishment”, in Britain, making it liable to corporation tax on profits from its UK sales.

Until now, Google has avoided paying UK corporation tax because it argues that sales of advertising space to UK clients take place in Ireland. It classes its UK operation as a branch office, books the sales in Ireland and channels the profits to Bermuda.

HM Revenue & Customs appears to be leaving this structure essentially intact, although the OECD has recommended changes to the definition of “permanent establishment”, so that it would apply to operations that play “a principal role” in the negotiation of contracts, rather than simply to those that conclude contracts.

The OECD proposals, approved by G20 leaders in November, do not yet have legal force and the US, in particular, will not apply them. They are however an indication of the way policy is evolving at international level.

As far back as 2013, Google’s assertion that none of its UK-based staff was engaged in sales earned it the derision of a parliamentary committee, which pointed to the sales targets and sales-related bonuses of employees dealing with the company’s biggest UK clients. About 700 UK employees were working at the time in marketing and digital consultancy: many were recruited for their sales skills and were able to negotiate prices and agree sales, even when the final billing took place in Ireland.

The committee said HMRC had not done enough to challenge the “manifestly artificial” tax arrangements of multinationals, noting that it had never tested an internet-based company on permanent establishment in the courts.

Jolyon Maugham, a tax barrister, says there are “a lot of data points that would lead you to the conclusion that Google does operate a permanent establishment in the UK”.

Other countries, including France and Italy, have taken a much tougher approach to similar tax avoidance structures, with Paris reportedly seeking up to €1bn from Google even though its French business is much smaller than its London operation.

HMRC appears to be ducking the fight. But if it gives up on Google, it will struggle to reach a better settlement with other fast-growing companies — Uber or Airbnb, for example — that are attracting the attention of tax authorities elsewhere.

If ministers hoped to defuse public anger over the apparent ease with which big multinationals can minimise their tax bills, they will have to think again.

请根据您所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where did the Google’s sales of advertising space to UK clients take place?

a. Irak

b. Bermuda

c. Ireland

d. London


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who approved the OECD to solve the tax problem in November?

a. HMRC

b. American Government

c. G20 leaders

d. WTO


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many UK-based staff were engaged in sales as Google said in 2013?

a. 700

b. 0

c. 130

d. 20


[3]
 
 
答案



3. Which one will possibly be the next target about tax arrangements?

a. Baidu

b. Google

c. Youku

d. Uber


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Ireland




解释：即使身处英国的客户，若想向谷歌投放广告，也得与爱尔兰的公司联络。





[2]

 答案c. G20 leaders




解释：11月经合组织建议，组织跨国大型企业理由复杂但是合法的漏洞达到避税的目的。





[3]

 答案b. 0




解释: 早在2013年,谷歌的断言没有英国员工从事销售,但是实际上并非如此。





[4]

 答案d. Uber




解释：这些发展迅速的大型跨国企业总是更容易吸引各地税收机构的关注。





“人类棋王”对弈谷歌人工智能



韩国九段顶尖中国围棋高手李世石（Lee Se-dol）与谷歌人工智能项目AlphaGo展开对决。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

yield 屈服[jiːld]

intuition 直觉[ɪntjʊ'ɪʃ(ə)n]

mimic 模仿['mɪmɪk]

ultimately 最后['ʌltɪmətlɪ]

Nature 科学杂志《自然》

robotics 机器人学[rəʊ'bɒtɪks]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Google DeepMind takes on Go grandmaster in AI match（383 words）

By Song Jung-a in Seoul



The world champion of ancient Chinese board game Go is confident he can beat Google’s AlphaGo machine, ahead of a high-profile match that could yield a milestone for artificial intelligence.

Lee Se-dol, the South Korean who has been the top Go player in the world for the past decade, predicted he would win easily in the five-game match, which will be played over the course of five days starting on Wednesday.

“It would be a computer’s victory if it wins even one game,” Mr Lee told the Financial Times. “I believe human intuition and human senses are too advanced for artificial intelligence to catch up. I doubt how far AlphaGo can mimic such things.”

AlphaGo, developed by Demis Hassabis and colleagues at Google DeepMind in London, already beat Fan Hui, the European Go champion, by five games to zero in October — a feat that experts had predicted would take a decade.

Mr Hassabis stressed that AlphaGo has made many improvements since the October match, which was played behind closed doors with the results published in the scientific journal Nature.

“I saw the record of the match with Fan Hui and was surprised to see the level that AlphaGo has achieved, but it is not yet up to my level,” Mr Lee said. “I don’t think that five months are enough time for it to improve that much to beat me.”

DeepMind uses games as a testing ground for AI algorithms that could have real-world applications.

“We think it is very efficient to develop AI algorithms and test them in game settings,” Mr Hassabis said.

He predicted that it would still take many decades to create human-level AI but said the match will provide a chance for researchers to assess the learning algorithm’s flexibility and ability to solve complex problems that could be applied to a range of industries.

“Ultimately, we want to use this technology for more than just playing games,” he said. “What we hope to do is to apply [it] to a lot of real-world problems in the future, including healthcare . . . , household robots, robots that care for the elderly and the smart assistant on your phone.”

If Mr Lee wins, Google will pay him $1m and if he loses the company will give $1m to charity.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Lee Se-dol from?

a. South Korea

b. North Korea

c. China

d. Japan


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many day is there for this AI match?

a. 3

b. 7

c. 1

d. 5


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How about the last AI match with the European Go champion Fan Hui in January?

a. Fan was only slightly ahead of AlphaGo machine.

b. Ended in a draw.

c. The machine won a landslide victory.

d. Fan won a landslide victory.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not include as the ultimate goal from AlphaGo’s developer?

a. healthcare

b. as a smart assistant on the phone

c. caring for the elderly

d. playing games


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. South Korea




解释：Lee Se-dol(李世石)，韩国围棋九段棋手。截至如今，他已经获得了14个世界慢棋个人赛冠军和5个亚军，以及3个世界快棋个人赛冠军和1个亚军。是最近10年中获得世界第一头衔最多的棋手。





[2]

 答案d. 5




解释：比赛有5轮，将进行5天：3月9日、3月10日、3月12日、3月13日、3月15日。





[3]

 答案c. The machine won a landslide victory.




解释：1月谷歌人工智能AlphaGo 5:0击败欧洲冠军樊辉职业二段。





[4]

 答案d. playing games




解释：AlphaGode 开发者Demis Hassabis表示，人工智能技术的最终目标并不是在游戏中取胜。





喝酒就要喝到“挂”？



饮酒的传统在英国文化中源远流长，酒馆遍布大街小巷，浓郁的酒文化也造就了不少大街小巷都躺着喝醉的人。尽管政府和媒体都采取行动和号召对酒精适可而止，可是根据最新的国家统计局调查显示，这一“老大难”的酗酒问题似乎并没有缓解。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

binge 狂欢；放纵[bɪn(d)ʒ]

binge drinking 酗酒

fondness for 喜欢；喜爱

disparity 不同[dɪ'spærɪtɪ]

ethnic 种族的['eθnɪk]

teetotal 绝对戒酒的[tiː'təʊt(ə)l]

ONS 国家统计局(Office For National Statistics)

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

UK binge drinking shows no signs of drying up, says ONS survey （516 words）

By Max Seddon



Britain’s fondness for for binge drinking shows no sign of abating, with more than 2.5m people drinking more in one day than the 14 units recommended per week.

Young drinkers lead the way, with 17 per cent of 16 to 24-year-olds exceeding the limit, equivalent to six pints of 4% alcohol beer. A further 45 per cent of all drinkers exceeded a third of the limit — two pints of beer or two glasses of wine — on their heaviest drinking day of the week.

The data were compiled by the Office of National Statistics in a survey that found 58 per cent of Britons admitted to drinking in the past week.

Less than half of young people reported drinking at all in the past week, compared with 66 per cent of those aged 45 to 64.

That may be because they are struggling to afford it. People with incomes over £40,000 a year were more than twice as likely to drink five times or more a week than those earning less than £10,000.

Disparities among genders are likely to play a part: women were less likely to drink overall, but made up 67 per cent of drinkers in the lowest income group, whereas men made up 77 per cent of the high-earning drinkers. Young people, who drink less as a whole, are also under-represented in the higher-income brackets.

Drinkers’ frequency also affected their choice of tipple. Heavy drinkers favoured six or more pints down the pub (or cans of Żywiec on the street), whereas the more restrained were fonder of wine, making it the most popular drink overall.

The popularity of wine in the UK is in part due to its status as the world’s largest export market for champagne, which it has held since 1996. Imports to Britain went up 4.5 per cent year on year, according to the Champagne Bureau in separate statistics released on Tuesday, three times the global growth rate.

The Bacardi Breezer, however, looks to be well on its way out, with less than 1 per cent of respondents saying they drank alcopops.

Britain’s ethnic diversity may begin to snap the trend. London was the only area where more than a quarter of respondents said they were teetotal — a result probably due to its high population of Asian and Asian British people, 70 per cent of whom do not drink.

The capital also had the lowest rate of people reporting drinking in the past week — 51 per cent, against 62 per cent in both the south-west and south-east of England. Wales and Scotland led the way in drinking over the weekly limit in a day, with 14 and 13 per cent respectively.

The charity Alcohol Concern reiterated its call for mandatory health warnings in response to the ONS data.

“Alcohol continues to be the leading risk factor for deaths among both men and women aged 15 to 49 and is linked to over 60 medical conditions including cancer, diabetes and high blood pressure,” said Jackie Ballard, Alcohol Concern’s chief executive. “When it comes to alcohol, there are no safe limits of consumption.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Who are more likely to exceed the limit on their heaviest drinking day of the week?

a. teenagers

b. children

c. middle-aged people

d. the aged


[1]
 
 
答案



2. According to the article, why there are less than half of young people reported drinking at all in the past week?

a. lack of time

b. parents control

c. lack of money

d. low tolerance level for alcohol


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who are more likely be drinkers from the data?

a. women with low income

b. women with high income

c. men with low income

d. young people


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the most popular drink in UK?

a. beer

b. wine

c. beer

d. Gin


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. teenagers




解释：调查显示在过量饮酒的问题上，16岁到24岁的年轻人是“领跑者”。





[2]

 答案c. lack of money




解释：作者认为，喝酒的的频次和经济也有关系。





[3]

 答案a. women with low income




解释：尽管总体来说女性可能更少喝酒，但在最低收入阶层中女性饮酒者占了67%





[4]

 答案b. wine




解释：比较克制的人更喜欢红酒，所以红酒成为最广泛流行的品种。





Uber对手出新招：让司机人人持股



该公司名为Juno，他们和Uber竞争的策略就是“对司机更好”。创始人称获悉司机对Uber不满后，他们意识到创办让司机满意的打车服务是一大商机——在古罗马神话中，Juno是婚姻的保护神。在打车服务市场上，它是司机的保护神。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

chink 裂缝[tʃɪŋk]

juggernaut 主宰者['dʒʌɡənɔ:t]

disgruntled 不满的；不高兴的[dɪs'grʌnt(ə)ld]

woo 追求；招致[wuː]

unionise 成立工会['ju:niəunaiz]

gross fares 总票价

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Uber competitor to offer drivers shares （544 words）

By Leslie Hook in San Francisco



Competitors of Uber think they have found a chink in the armour of the ride-hailing juggernaut: disgruntled drivers who can be lured away with better rates and equity.

That is the strategy of one of Uber’s newest and most high-profile challengers, Juno, a start-up that plans to launch a competing ride-hailing service in New York this spring.

Juno’s founder Talmon Marco, an entrepreneur who co-founded Viber, says the company is specifically targeting Uber drivers and offering them a better deal with lower commission rates and equity in the company.

“What Uber left out in the process of building their company is that they completely and totally forgot about the people who do the work, the drivers,” he says. “Imagine a company where all the employees hate management; that is not a good place to be.”

Groups of drivers in some of Uber’s largest US markets, including New York and San Francisco, have been protesting over fare cuts that were introduced in January, saying that the cuts affect their take-home wages.

While ride-hailing companies’ efforts to attract consumers with low prices and promotions usually receive the most attention, behind the scenes a battle is under way to attract the best drivers.

Lyft, Uber’s main competitor in the US, has been wooing drivers with its tip system as well as lower commissions for full-time drivers. Uber changed its commission structure this week to mirror Lyft’s in rewarding full-time drivers.

Drivers have also become the focus of increasing efforts to unionise. A bill was introduced in the California legislature this week which, if passed, would allow drivers for Uber and Lyft to form unions. Seattle passed a similar measure last year, although it is being challenged by a lawsuit.

Mr Marco says that Juno would classify drivers as employees, not as independent contractors, if they drove exclusively for Juno.

In an unusual twist, he proposes to distribute shares in Juno to drivers each quarter, so that over time the drivers can build as much equity as the founders.

However, the transportation market in New York is highly competitive, and has already seen at least one ride-hailing company, Hailo, give up entirely.

Mr Marco said that Juno would try to avoid the price wars that have defined the New York ride-hailing market so far. “Every time that either Uber or Lyft reduce their prices, it is a war that is fought on the back of drivers,” he said.

Juno is recruiting Uber drivers specifically, and requires that drivers have a high Uber rating to join. The company is already paying some drivers for permission to gather data on their Uber journeys.

Mr Marco would not disclose how much Juno has raised so far, saying only that it was in the tens of millions.

Uber declined to comment. The company has previously said that gross fares per hour have gone up in New York, rising from $26 per hour in 2012 to $39 per hour in 2015. However, Uber has also increased its commissions over the period by adding fees, such as the booking fee; the company does not disclose how drivers’ net pay has changed.

Uber has raised more than $10bn from investors and is the world’s most highly valued start-up, with a total valuation of $62.5bn.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where does Juno plan to launch this ride-hailing service first?

a. San Francisco

b. Seattle

c. New York

d. Seattle


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What did some Uber’s drivers protest over in January?

a. fare cuts

b. equity security

c. tip system

d. working hours


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who is Uber’s main competitor in the US?

a. Lyft

b. Juno

c. Didi

d. Hailo


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not right for Juno?

a. It will join the price war with Uber and Lyft.

b. It offers drivers lower commission rates.

c. The drivers can build as much equity as the founders in the future.

d. It will join the price war with Uber and Lyft.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. New York




解释：Juno计划今年秋天在纽约上线服务。





[2]

 答案a. fare cuts




解释：就在一月，Uber重要的美国市场包括纽约等得Uber司机抗议由于分成比例太高导致实际到手的钱太少。





[3]

 答案a. Lyft




解释：目前为止Uber在美国的主要竞争对手还是Lyft。





[4]

 答案d. It will join the price war with Uber and Lyft.




解释：Juno称它会尽量避免加入价格战。





恐惧和贪婪：中国O2O热潮的动力



O2O即Online To Offline（在线离线/线上到线下），是指将线下的商务机会与互联网结合，让互联网成为线下交易的前台。在移动互联网基本已经成为生活构成要素的今天，抢占时下最热的O2O市场无疑就成了一块可以立于不败之地的战略抉择，百度等一些公司的大规模投入都是为了抢占这块未来的战略高地。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

enthuse 充满热情地说

commodity 商品

wariness 小心

jargon 术语

hype 夸张的广告宣传

clout 影响力

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Fear and greed drive China’s online to offline commerce craze（764words）

By Richard Waters



Sometimes, simply invoking the latest hot consumer internet trend is not enough. Chinese search engine Baidu learned that late last month, as its deepening investment in so-called “online to offline” commerce, or O2O, left a chill on its stock price.

In China, O2O has been all the rage. But the term has been slapped on such a broad range of businesses that it has become meaningless. Chinese consumers, for instance, think the most useful aspect of O2O is going to a physical store to pick up and return things bought online, according to consultancy firm McKinsey. Others use the term to describe online ordering of local services from independent suppliers. Elsewhere in the world this is known as the on-demand economy.

Low labour costs in China have made this model particularly attractive, according to its supporters. Local media enthuse breathlessly about manicurists who can make a multiple of the median wage and tour guides who are suddenly a hot commodity.

Investor wariness is therefore understandable. Some of the old categories of the consumer internet are breaking down, and it is not entirely clear what lasting new business models will emerge — let alone who will come out on top.

O2O, internet-plus, on-demand, full-stack start-ups — all of the half-formed jargon being applied to these new approaches is one indication of the definitional vagueness. It also leaves room for plenty of hype.

Of the many different O2O services being promoted, the most effective seem to link an online user interface to a service or product that has not been deeply touched by the internet. Silicon Valley venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz calls these “full-stack start-ups”, because they offer a more integrated style of commerce.

Companies claiming part of this new market come in many shapes, but they share two broad aims.

One is to vacuum up online orders in volume, giving them extra clout in negotiations with real-world retailers or service providers.Dominant digital platforms that are able to aggregate large numbers of users — a trend accelerated by the shift to mobile apps — have been the main forces behind this.

In China, all but one of the 15 most actively used mobile apps is owned by or associated with one of the three leading internet companies: Baidu, Alibaba and Tencent. That is according to Weibo, the Twitter-like service that is itself affiliated with Alibaba.

Some specialist apps have had enough of a headstart that they have been able to establish themselves as platforms in their own right. Uber and Airbnb are prime examples. But many others are likely to be drawn into the orbits of the big internet companies, which have the ecommerce capabilities to support their operations.

This points to the second common aim of companies in the O2O space: they want to deliver an end-to-end service, from collecting an order to arranging for a service and handling the payment. Having a digital wallet offering is both a key part of “closing the loop” and, potentially, a highly profitable opportunity in its own right.

One question hanging over the heads of these companies is whether they can keep the high-margin online profits to themselves while shuffling off the more prosaic “offline” aspects of the job to others. In the US, this is under threat due to legal questions about whether the independent contractors that on-demand companies use to keep their costs low should be reclassified as employees.

However, another even bigger issue is how defensible these new businesses will be in the long run. For now, money is being poured into subsidising a land grab, as companies race to offer services at below cost to sign up users. In a bull market — where user numbers rather than profits are the key — the sums being committed are huge.

Once the dust settles, the companies that have signed up the most customers will be in control. Barriers to entry and switching costs for users will allow them to raise prices. But this is still only a theory. Those business that will not make it into the ranks of major platform players will face an even more uncertain future.

That explains the recent nervousness of Baidu’s investors, but the company has few options. Growth in PC-based online markets is slowing and established ways of making money — like the lead-based advertising on Baidu’s search engine — are under threat from the rise of the smartphone.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

This is one internet craze that is being driven as much by fear as greed.

1. Which of the following factors in China have made the O2O model particularly attractive?

a. Grand online market

b. A great number of customers

c. Low labour costs

d. Support from the government


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following names is not mentioned as one of the O2O’s alternative name?

a. Internet-plus

b. On-demand

c. Full-stack start-ups

d. Internet-to-offline


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which of the following platforms is mentioned as affiliated with Alibaba?

a. Weibo

b. Twitter

c. Uber

d. Airbnb


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following businesses of Baidu is mentioned as being threatened by the rise of the smartphone?

a. Smartphone-based online market

b. Baidu’s O2O platform

c. The lead-based advertising on Baidu’s search engine

d. Baidu’s search engine


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Low labour costs




解释：文章第三段提到中国的廉价劳动力使得O2O商业模式格外具有吸引力。





[2]

 答案d. Internet-to-offline




解释：文章第五段提到O2O的定义目前还很模糊，亦可称为Internet-plus、On-demand或Full-stack start-ups。





[3]

 答案a. Weibo




解释:文章第九段提到目前国内前十五位活跃的手机应用中大多与互联网三巨头有联系或从属关系，其中微博属于阿里巴巴旗下。





[4]

 答案c. The lead-based advertising on Baidu’s search engine




解释：文章倒数第二段提到百度搜索引擎的广告业务正受到日益增加的智能手机的威胁。





专业养老金顾问



英国的养老系统在较为完善的同时，也因为其复杂程度而催生了对养老金顾问的需求。许多人在退休后不得不寻找顾问来帮助解决养老金问题，但又因为找到合适的人的难度而想尽办法拖延寻找顾问的期限。今天，金融速读带大家来看一看在英国，找养老金顾问到底有多难。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

keen 愿意，希望

daunting 使气馁

rogue 无良的，欺诈的

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

UK pensions: how to hire an adviser（590 words）

By Judith Evans



As retirement looms, you resolve to take professional advice — only to discover a quandary: from which of the vast array of 30,000 UK registered advisers keen to take your custom?

This puzzle has been faced by growing numbers of savers since the government reformed the pensions market by removing the requirement to turn savings into a secure income, offering a far greater choice in how to deploy a nest egg.

That choice has driven up demand for advice. Unbiased.co.uk, an online directory, has seen a 20 per cent increase in searches for financial advisers compared with last year, according to Karen Barrett, chief executive.

But choosing an adviser can be daunting. Jane Vass, head of public policy at Age UK, says: “We know that people often put off using an adviser, even if they think they need one.

“They’re worried about being charged commission, they feel they won’t understand the charges, they won’t feel able to negotiate or they don’t know how to compare advisers.”

Those in need of advice may take some reassurance from the Retail Distribution Review reforms that took effect in 2013, increasing the qualifications required to register as an adviser — now equivalent to a certificate of higher education. They must regularly obtain a “statement of professional standing”, which certifies that they have kept their qualifications up-to-date and signed up for an ethics code.

Under the changes, all advisers were banned from taking commissions on most financial products, removing the incentive to sell products that a customer may not need.

Experts say this has led to significant progress in improving standards and rooting out rogue operators, after a spate of overly risky products were sold to retail investors in the early 2000s. A series of advisers have been banned and fined, and others investigated for exposing clients to high-risk investments in areas such as overseas property and biofuels.

“The industry is clearly in a very different place from where it was 10 years ago,” says Ms Vass.

Among the first decisions to be taken is whether to opt for an “independent” or “restricted” adviser. The latter will only offer products from a limited panel of providers, although their charging structures and qualifications are similar to their independent counterparts.

Both types of advisers charge fees to the investor, not commissions. But regulatory and insurance requirements are more onerous for independent advisers — such as proving that they really do survey the entire market when choosing products. Some smaller operations with limited resources opt for restricted status.

Advisers may also be restricted in a different way, offering advice on just one type of financial product, such as mortgages. This can enable them to develop specialist knowledge while saving on costs — but make sure you clarify in what way an adviser is restricted.

Beyond the minimum standards, advisers may also have extra qualifications in specialist areas, such as pensions advice or long-term care, a bonus if one of these is your focus.

“Ring up and go to see at least three or four advisers,” Ms Barrett says. “Ask them who’s going to be working with me, what experience do they have, where have they worked before, what types of clients are they especially able to help?”

Many advisers will offer an initial free face-to-face consultation, which gives you a chance to brandish a checklist of questions, including on the vexed question of fees; you can also ask how the adviser expects to make or save you money that will make the fees worth your while.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the trend for the amount of people that saves their pension?

a. Increasing

b. Decreasing

c. Reaching zero

d. Don't know


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Beginning 2013, what changed if you want to become an adviser?

a. Lower educationdegreerequired

b. There is an annual fee if you want to be an adviser

c. More qualifications required

d. Nothing changed


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What’s the author’s attitude towards restricting the adviser’s expertise to one field?

a. Indifferent

b. Positive

c. Doubtful

d. Negative


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How much does it cost to set up a one-on-one meeting with an adviser?

a. Very expensive

b. Free

c. Very cheap

d. Don’t know


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Increasing




解释：文章第二段讲到，由于政府改革养老金政策，越来越多的人开始储存他们拿到的养老金。





[2]

 答案c. More qualifications required




解释：文章第六段作者提到13年之后成为顾问更难了因为需要更多证书。





[3]

 答案b. Positive




解释：文章倒数第四段作者认为顾问被限制是好的，因为这样就有专攻不会浪费资源。





[4]

 答案b. Free




解释：文章最后有提到，顾问的第一次一对一会面是免费的。





赖床吧，少年！



近期一个科学研究支持的观点是：青少年在早晨不应该被打扰，上课时间？太早了！

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

circadian 生理节奏的

deprivation 剥夺

allocated 分配

predisposition 倾向

vulnerable 脆弱的

schizophrenia 精神分裂症

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Scientists give teenage lie-ins the nod（514words）

By Clive Cookson in Bradford



Go away: scientific research supports the teenage view that they should not be bothered and should be left to sleep

Teenagers begin school and university classes far too early in the morning, according to an international team of sleep researchers. A hundred UK secondary schools will take part in a study to test the theory that a timetable starting at 10am rather than 8.30 or 9am would fit students’ body clocks better and improve exam scores.

Professor Paul Kelley of Oxford university’s Sleep and Circadian Neuroscience Institute told the British Science Festival in Bradford: “Start times should be after 10am at age 16 and after 11am at 18. Implementing those start times should protect students from short sleep duration and chronic sleep deprivation, which are linked to poor learning and health problems.”

The £696,000 Teensleep study, funded by the Wellcome Trust, is looking for 100 schools to take part from next year. Pupils aged 14 to 16 will be allocated at random to receive delayed start times, education about good sleep habits, both or neither. The primary outcome to be measured is attainment at Key Stage 4.

Studies at Oxford and at Harvard Medical School and the University of Nevada in the US show that adolescent circadian rhythms, set by the body clock that manages the cycle of sleep and wakefulness, are delayed by two to three hours compared to older adults, said Prof Kelley. The reason for this shift, which is related to the onset of puberty, is not well understood — nor is the gradual shift forward in the rhythm during later adulthood.

Current timetables often force teenagers to wake up and learn while their body is still prepared for sleep. This biological predisposition for delayed sleep is exacerbated by a more relaxed societal attitude to bedtimes, access round the clock to social media, and abnormal light exposure from a range of electrical and electronic devices.

Although individual schools and education authorities in the UK and overseas have experimented with later starting times, Teensleep is the first large randomised controlled trial to test the idea, said Prof Kelley, who is president of the British Science Association education section. Although the British school day typically begins at 8.30 or 9am, 8am starts are common in many other countries including China and the US.

“This is a hugely important issue for society,” he said. “Early starts leading to sleep deprivation are very damaging to young people when they are very vulnerable for other reasons.”

Lack of sleep might contribute to the onset of mental illnesses associated with the late teens and early 20s, such as schizophrenia, he added. According to Prof Kelley, British schools are in a better position than those in many other countries to push back their working day.

“Every governing body in Britain can change the timing of the school day after consultation,” he said. “On the whole students and parents support a later start more strongly than teachers and educational administrators. They can see other advantages too, including safer journeys and reduced travel time to school [after rush hour].”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When should a 18-year-old boy start to study by Professor Paul’s advice?

a. 10am

b. 11am

c. 9am

d. 8:30am


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What age of students will be involved in the experiment by Teensleep study?

a. 14-16

b. 12-14

c. 16-18

d. 12-16


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What time does the school day begin for most countries?

a. 8:30am

b. 9am

c. 9:30am

d. 8am


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who are more supportive of the later start?

a. teachers

b. parents

c. educational administrators

d. police


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. 11am




解释：Paul Kelley建议，为了保证效率和减少健康、学习问题，18岁的青少年应该在早晨11点后开始学习工作。





[2]

 答案a. 14-16




解释：将选取100所学校14到16岁的学生随机分配参与这项试验。





[3]

 答案d. 8am




解释：英国的学校一般八点半或九点开始上课，但世界上包括中国和美国的大部分国家还是八点开始。





[4]

 答案b. parents




解释：最后一段，家长认为将时间调晚不仅可以是路上安全性提高也能够错峰出行节约时间。





买车纯粹是无用功？



私家车一直以来对于许多人而言是出行必不可少的工具。然而在城市人口和车辆增长造成大规模交通拥堵的今天，买车原本应带来的便利与快捷几乎已经被压榨殆尽。无论从环保、生活压力亦或是经济方面考虑，买车似乎都不再是最佳选择，公共轨道交通和线上叫车服务的发展正在逐渐使私家车的存在必要降低。买车是否真的已经失去意义？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

haggle 讨价还价

undercut 廉价出售

commission 佣金

emission 气体排放物

depreciation 贬值

hassle 麻烦的事情

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Why buying a car makes no sense（787words）

By Michael Skapinker



The news this week that James Hind, 28, has raised £5.9m to launch Carwow, an online vehicle marketplace, took me back to the day when I bought a new car over the internet.

It was 2003, when Mr Hind was still a schoolboy, but, even then, Sir Richard Branson was declaring the whole business of going to a dealership and haggling with a salesman outdated.

By reimporting UK-assembled cars that had previously been exported to Cyprus, Virgin Cars was able to undercut the dealers. You chose a car online, made a payment and picked up your vehicle at an out-of-town garage.

The catch? There wasn’t one. When the car alarm went off for no reason, Virgin Cars sent someone around to fix it. And the Honda Civic, still running, if a little chipped and bumped, has not given a moment’s trouble since then.

So when it finally dies, will I buy a new car online? No. Virgin Cars is no longer around. Shortly after I bought mine, Sir Richard decided to get out of the business. Only 7,000 people were buying his vehicles annually, compared with hoped-for figures of over 50,000.

Carwow, which comes after US online sites such as Cars Direct, works differently from Virgin Cars. The company sends your online car preferences to 1,000 dealers, who contact you with their best offers, pay

Carwow a commission and then sell to you directly.

I won’t be using them either. I can no longer see a reason to buy a car. It makes no sense. There are greener, less stressful and cheaper alternatives.

Start with the stress. In most cities, driving is horrible. It is stop-start, boring and bad-tempered.

Many people say they drive because they do not like being crushed against other sweaty, disagreeable commuters. I have driven and I have commuted. Fellow passengers are a great deal more civilised than other drivers — and their odours are less offensive than the emissions you inhale in a car.

In many cities today, there really is no need for a car. Public transport and walking can get you almost everywhere you need to go. It is healthier and it is greener. In London, I don’t drive for weeks, or sometimes months, at a time. (Others have taken to bicycles. I do not regard them as healthier — certainly not in London.)

Do not listen to anyone who tells you London’s transport is unreliable. I have taken the Northern Line, London Underground’s supposed “misery line”, twice every working day for 24 years. It lets me down two or three times a year.

Compare that to the hours drivers spent trapped by roadworks, diversions, or other cars. There is nothing convenient about driving.

In most European and many Asian and US cities, it is far quicker and easier to get around without a car. There are apps to tell you when the trains and buses are leaving. And there are apps to get you a car when you really need one.

In a blog post last year, Kyle Hill, chief executive of Home Hero, which provides carers for the elderly, explained why he had sold his Lexus and decided to do without a car — in Los Angeles.

He said he cycled on journeys up to five miles. For anything longer he used Uber. He calculated it was cheaper than running a car, with its purchase payments, interest, depreciation, insurance, petrol, maintenance and taxes.

And do not, he said, forget parking. At a recent dinner in New York, someone told me he paid $500 a month to park in his apartment building. When I expressed astonishment, everyone else chipped in that that was cheap.

A New York Times article in September said that the average residential parking space in Manhattan cost $136,052 to buy, and that some were selling for up to $1m. A secure underground parking space in Knightsbridge, London cost £350,000, the paper said.

Those are extreme prices, but all parking is a hassle, as are parking tickets.

There may be people who really cannot manage without a car: those who live in the country, for example, where there are no good bus services.

But the majority of us are city dwellers, and even in those places without good public transport, there will soon be online taxi services, if there aren’t already.

Some will say that none of this matters because cars will soon be self-driving. If so, that is another reason not to buy one you have to drive yourself, whether from a dealer or online.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why did Sir Richard decided to get out of the business of online car-selling?

a. His company has gone broken

b. The competitors are too strong

c. The customers are less than expected

d. Loss of market share


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following company mentioned by the author does not sell cars online?

a. Carwow

b. Virgin Cars

c. CarsDirect

d. HomeHero


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What’s the author’s attitude towards buying a car?

a. Disapproving

b. Positive

c. Approving

d. Content


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following reasons for not buying a car is not mentioned by the author?

a. Taking public transport is more convenient

b. Most people are not city dwellers

c. Running a car costs a lot

d. Parking is a hassle


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. The customers are less than expected




解释：文章第五段最后讲到了每年只有7,000人购买他销售的车辆，而非原本希望的超过50,000人，即顾客远远少于预期值。





[2]

 答案d. HomeHero




解释：文章中作者提到HomeHero是家庭护理服务平台，为老人提供护工，而其他三个选项都是在线汽车销售平台。





[3]

 答案a. Disapproving




解释：文章中作者列举了数条自己不会再次购买新车的原因，显然他认为买车对大部分人来说是没有必要的，可以看出他对买车的态度是不赞成。





[4]

 答案b. Most people are not city dwellers




解释：倒数第三段和倒数第二段提到对于city dwellers而言，买车是不必要的，而对于住在城市外围的人们来说，对车的需求相对更强，因此非city dwellers不能作为拒绝买车的理由。





“美容圣品”胶原蛋白鸡尾酒？



胶原蛋白一直以来都被渴望美丽的女性们视为延缓皮肤衰老的救星，被添加到各种护肤产品中。甚至伦敦一家名为Askinology的美容店向顾客出售含有胶原蛋白成分的混合饮料“鸡尾酒”。据宣传这种通过直接食用摄取胶原蛋白的方式比起简单涂抹护肤面霜更加有效，然而该产品是否真的具有美肤魔力，现在仍然未有定论。但是作为爱美的人，你会尝试吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

collagen 胶原蛋白

inexorable 不可避免的

elastic 有弹性的

semblance 外表

concoction 混合物

mangle 损坏

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Shaken or plumped?（871words）

By Lucy Kellaway



Face creams not keeping you young? You’re doing it wrong. Ever hopeful, Lucy Kellaway subjects herself to collagen cocktails.

So what’s it to be? A Singa Pore Skin? A Hydratini? Or a Skin on the Beach?

This is the cocktail menu at Askinology, a facial bar that recently opened in the City of London. The idea is that, while you have a punning “Plump up the Volume” facial, you drink punning cocktails based not on gin and vodka but on ageing women’s biggest white hope: collagen.

Even I, who have mostly relinquished any idea that my skin will stop its inexorable shift into a concertinaed parchment, had heard of collagen. It is the protein that holds your body together, makes bones strong and skin elastic. Alas, hit 30 and you stop producing quite so much of it, and by 50 the body’s collagen producers are working to rule.

So when I see “collagen” slapped on the side of a face-cream jar, I’m marginally more inclined to buy it — especially if it is two-for-one. For years I’ve intermittently been wiping the stuff on my skin, though I’m not sure why, as I can’t see that it has been doing me any good.

Having researched the matter, I now know what has been going wrong. Collagen particles turn out to be huge and have not a hope of penetrating my skin, which, though wrinkly, still serves its primary function extremely well — which is to keep the outside world out.

Clever beauty companies have moved on and are trying to get us to drink the stuff instead, assuring us that their scientists have broken it down into tiny predigested particles that can pass through the gut wall and reassemble themselves into a semblance of youth on the face.

As collagen tastes nasty — Askinology uses a powder made from cow skin — the sweet concoctions make it easier to swallow. In fact, its cocktails slip down so easily that, when I visited, I drank two in quick succession — one made from tropical fruit juices and a sharper one made from a mixture of Coca-Cola and lime juice. I couldn’t taste the collagen in either, which either means that the mixing was skilful or that they contain very little of the pricey magic ingredient — which is produced by Aneva Derma and costs about £110 a tin.

When I checked the manufacturer’s website, I found three things about the drink that left me anxious: the stated dose must not be exceeded; it should be drunk at night; and it comes from German cows that are free of BSE. The very idea that a new collagen drink could in theory give you a side order of mad cow disease had never occurred to me.

Aneva Derma is one of many producers of the drink, which comes variously in powder, shots and liquid capsules. All forms share two things: they cost a lot, and everyone seems to want them.

Last month, LQ Liquid Health started selling shot bottles of a marine collagen concoction; before it went on sale at Holland & Barrett, there was apparently a waiting list of 9,566 eager women — and men — longing to spend £29.99 on 10 tiny bottles containing a liquid with a peculiar taste and slightly slimy texture.

Most doctors will tell you that these drinks are snake oil. Collagen can’t pass through your intestine and, even if it could, the quantities would be too small to have any effect. However, there has been one study that suggests that it may work in a curious way. The fragments of collagen that make their way into the bloodstream trick the body into thinking that it has had some sort of accident and makes it crank up production of the protein. Given that beauty is about hope, this is enough to be going on with.

The evidence that stares back at me from the mirror is not especially encouraging but then that could be because you have to keep drinking it for a few weeks before it works. One day’s overdose isn’t enough.

For those who don’t want their collagen mangled by scientists and marketers, there is plenty around in a more natural form. Eating a boiled pig’s trotter or applying a face-pack of raw chicken skin should do the trick and, while it is unlikely to make us young, it will make us fashionable — which is the next best thing. In New York the hottest drink in the beauty world is bone broth, while in London the Broth Bar Lab pop-up café offers bone tea, which devotees swear is better than Botox. And if meat broth with a bone scone sounds daunting, it is nothing compared with what is on offer in Japan, where customers at the Yunessun Spa House in Hakone are invited to pile into a communal bath of steaming pork stock.

Which makes sipping a Singa Pore Skin at the clean Askinology clinic make all the sense in the world.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why did the collagen creams used by author have little effect on her skin?

a. The face creams contain little effective ingredients

b. The collagen particles are too big to be absorbed by skin

c. The author didn’t keep on using them

d. The products are poorly made


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the following is mentioned as one of the producers of the collagen drink?

a. Aneva Derma

b. USANA

c. Pfizer

d. Mary Kay


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which country is not included when the author listed fashionable collagen products ?

a. UK

b. USA

c. Korea

d. Japan


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What ’s the author’s attitude towards the collagen drink?

a. Skeptical

b. Positive

c. Favorable

d. Repugnant


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. The collagen particles are too big to be absorbed by skin




解释：文章中作者提到自己多年来使用含有胶原蛋白成分的面霜但并无效果，后来经调查发现胶原蛋白分子过大而无法被肌肤吸收，因此美容效果不佳。





[2]

 答案a. Aneva Derma




解释：文章中作者提到Aneva Derma是众多胶原蛋白美容饮品生厂商之一，提供有粉剂、注射剂以及液体胶囊产品。





[3]

 答案c. Korea




解释：文中倒数第二段作者分别提到了纽约、伦敦以及日本目前流行的胶原蛋白相关美容方式。





[4]

 答案a. Skeptical




解释：文章最后一段作者形容该产品的语气明显是调侃的，之前也提到她并没有切实见证该产品的显著功效，整体感情倾向是质疑其有效性的。





债务危机与面包师傅



希腊终于与其他欧盟国家达成一致，得到了新一轮的援助计划。但是，这一新的援助计划伴随着欧盟其他债权国对于希腊的国家管理与改革的介入性要求。随之引起的改革漩涡里，有一群人被影响的并且格外显眼——面包师。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

conspicuous 显眼的

per se 本身

tangle 纠缠，乱作一团

VAT (Value Added Tax) 增值税

OECD 经合组织

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Greece bakers rise to reform challenge（510words）

By Christian Oliver and Eleftheria Kourtali



Among the many sectors of the Greek economy facing sweeping reforms as part of an agreement to keep the country in the eurozone, one is a conspicuous oddity: bakeries.

“I laughed when I read in the papers that, during the 17 hours of the summit, they were negotiating about what will happen with bread,” said Michael Mousios, president of the Greek bakers’ federation. “It is hilarious to think that the problem of Greece is whether bread will be sold in beauty salons or not!”

Although bakeries may not have triggered Greece’s debt crisis, per se, creditor demands that they face a shake-up are one indication of the highly intrusive terms of the €86bn outline bailout package they agreed with Athens on Monday morning.

The agreement is not only a means to keep Athens afloat, but is supposed to open up and refashion what is widely viewed as Europe’s most protected economy.

Pharmacies, which have until now been shielded from supermarket competition, and the Greek dairy industry, where a tangle of health regulations account for unusually high milk prices, have also been targeted by creditors determined to create a more competitive Greece.

In the bread business, the long-running complaint was that small bakeries were protected by rules that prevented the sale of bread in other shops, such as supermarkets. Those restrictions have been dropped but Greece’s international creditors are now likely to push for reforms in two other contentious areas: standardised bread weights and VAT.

Greek bakers have traditionally used standard weights for loaves. Theodoros Dimou, a baker in the Athenian suburb of Aghia Paraskevi, told the Financial Times that he made two weights: 1kg or 500g. He added that his koulouri rings had been standardised at 80g for 30 years.

The OECD has recommended dropping these standardisations as a way to improve consumer choice and open the market to more exports.

From the more industrial side of the industry, George Mavromaras of the Greek association of plant bakeries identified tax as the key issue. He argued that reforms should narrow the VAT gap between the 13 per cent paid on fresh bread bought from bakeries and the 23 per cent on bread bought from supermarkets. “This is a big discrimination — a big handicap,” he said.

The biggest fear for small producers such as Mr. Dimou is that liberalising the industry will mean that businesses such as cafés and pastry sellers, which do not bake products themselves, will be able to use the name fournos, or bakery. “That is confusing to customers and it is not right,” complained Mr. Dimou.

Mr. Mousios agreed. “We cannot have a shop selling bread coming from Morocco calling itself a bakery,” he said, claiming that Greece’s 15,000 small artisanal bakeries created 140,000 jobs.

As bakers waited for the reforms to be spelt out in legislation, rumours abounded.MrDimou said speculation was rife that loaves encrusted with seeds could be pushed into the 23 per cent VAT bracket.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

“There is a rumour that the seeded loaves will be defined as a luxury product,” he said.

1. Which country is named by the author as “Europe’s most protected economy”?

a. Greece

b. Germany

c. France

d. UK


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which condition about bakeries the European creditorsdoes not want to change?

a. VAT

b. Standard Bread Weight

c. Import ingredient

d. Government protection


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What’s example of government protection from competition did the author give in this article?

a. Bakery

b. School

c. High-tech

d. Pharmercy


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which organization promotes the suggestion of dropping the standards in the bakery industry?

a. BRICS

b. OECD

c. OPEC

d. UN


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Greece




解释：文章第四段作者提到希腊是欧洲最自我保护的经济体。





[2]

 答案c. Import ingredient




解释：文章第六段讲到了欧洲债权人希望把希腊变成更开放和竞争更激烈的国家，所以想要改变面包业的政府保护、标准化面包称重、以及附加税的架构。





[3]

 答案d. Pharmercy




解释：文章第五段作者以药房举例来解释希腊政府对本土产业的保护。





[4]

 答案b. OECD




解释：文章第八段就讲到经合组织建议希腊放弃自己面包业的标准量化要求。





“甜蜜的生意”



复活节刚过，巧克力行业的“甜蜜生意”近况如何？巧克力公司对投资者来讲是不错的选择吗？FT的Lex专栏对此做出了有趣的短评。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

gambol 欢呼，雀跃

budding 发芽

Easter 复活节

hazelnut 榛子

forward multiple 动态市盈率，即股价与其未来1年预期每股利润的比值。比如预期A公司未来1年每股利润为1元，而目前它的股价是20元/股，那么它的动态市盈率就是20倍。

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Chocolatiers: licking their lips（394 words）

Need to focus on faster-growing markets while managing developed ones



Lambs are gambolling, flowers budding and supermarket shelves heaving with Easter eggs. Very rough estimates suggest that the world will devour a quarter of a million tonnes of chocolate in its biggest annual sweet-tooth splurge. It’s enough to make chocolatiers lick their lips.

Not that they – or their investors – have had much to complain about recently. Consumer spending on chocolate mirrors economic growth. There was a drop in 2009, but a 3 per cent recovery in the following year. That left consumption in the main developed markets at more than 5.5m tonnes, up a tenth over the decade. By late-2013, market researchers were estimating that volume growth in the chocolate sector (for the top 25 nations) was running at over 3 per cent. Gains were coming fastest in less developed markets – South America and Asia – and more slowly in Europe or the US. Annual growth of at least 2 per cent is now expected for the next few years.

A much bigger headache is rising raw material prices. Cocoa is up by a third since early 2013, to more than £1,800 a tonne. Milk production has tightened, putting pressure on prices there. A poor Turkish harvest means hazelnuts, too, have become dearer.

So the task for the big chocolate makers is to focus on faster-growing markets, while using new products and brand-management to push share gains in the developed ones. Swiss-based Lindt & Sprungli, which last month posted an 8 per cent sales rise in 2013 and 22 per cent jump in operating profits, is a case in point. It has earmarked Brazil, the world’s fifth largest chocolate market, on the first score, taking a majority stake in a new venture with a local specialist retailer. At the same time, it has launched the Hello range in Europe, chocolate cafés in Australia and Japan, and recruited tennis legend Roger Federer to front its products.

For investors, all this comes at a price. Pure chocolate plays are rare: Mars and Ferrero are private while chocolate is only a part of brand portfolios at Mondelez or Nestlé, say. Lindt shares trade on a 29 times forward multiple; Hershey, 24 times. These shares, though, have returned more than 500 and 200 per cent each over 10 years: the S&P 500, 100 per cent. Affordable luxury, perhaps?

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which market is expected to grow at more than 2% annualy for the coming years?

a. The least developed countries.

b. Europe and US.

c. South America and Asia.

d. Australia and Japan.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What should chocolatier investors worry most?

a. Global economic growth.

b. Cocoa and milk prices.

c. Business development in emerging markets.

d. Profits of chocolate business.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How does Lindt & Sprungli implement its strategy?

a. It focuses on raw material cost reduction.

b. It cooperates with a Brazilian retailer.

c. It establishes a hazelnuts plantation in Turkey.

d. It diversifies its business like Mars and Nestle.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. In the last paragraph, what does it mean by "for investors, all this comes at a price"?

a. Chocolatier shares are expensive.

b. Chocolates are not cheap.

c. Chocolatier shares are highly risky.

d. Chocolate investors would wait years to get returns.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. South America and Asia.




解释：分析说全球最大的25个市场的销量增长超过3%（干扰信息，说的是2013当年），而欧美市场的增长很慢，新兴市场的增长很快，第二段结尾总结说未来几年全球市场增长至少2%。因此可以确信增长最快的南美和亚洲超过2%。





[2]

 答案d. Profits of chocolate business.




解释：各种情况最终都需要归结到公司的利润上看，因为投资者是要求投资回报的。





[3]

 答案b. It cooperates with a Brazilian retailer.




解释：ACD文中均未提到。





[4]

 答案a. Chocolatier shares are expensive.




解释：全文一直都在讲Lindt瑞士莲公司的发展战略不错，最后一段笔锋一转，意思是这么出色的巧克力企业股价不便宜：29倍的动态市盈率（如果每股利润不变，要29年才可收回投资）。最后一句由笔锋一转：虽然如此，过去10年瑞士莲和好时(Hershey)公司的回报率达到500%和200%。于是，Affordable luxury, perhaps?





莫耶斯的五堂管理课



弗格森爵士钦点的接班人莫耶斯在曼联黯然“下课”，这一石激起千层浪。对管理者来说，他们能从中学到些什么？FT专栏作家安德鲁·希尔编了个段子让莫耶斯“亲自授课”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bend on 下决心做某事

Champions’ League 欧冠联赛

golden parachute 金色降落伞，一种公司治理的策略，即给因种种原因退职的高管丰厚补偿的条款，一方面减小管理层的心理压力，一方面保证权力变动和交接的平稳。用中国的语境来理解就是用经济补偿来避免“59岁现象”。

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Five lessons from Manchester United’s Professor Moyes

by Andrew Hill



Sir Alex Ferguson, Manchester United's legendary manager, had retired last summer, before picking his Scottish compatriot David Moyes as successor. As English title defender, Man Utd is now at a miserable 7th position on league table. As a result, Moyes was sacked on April 22rd.

Good morning and welcome to the new Harvard MBA module on sports management. I’m assistant professor David Moyes.

You were probably looking forward to listening to Professor Sir Alex Ferguson. He is unavoidably detained, rewriting his first lecture on “Successful Succession Planning: How to Hand-Pick a Man to Look After Your Legacy”. But, having raised your expectations, he asked me to try to fulfil them – something I have got used to doing.

I’d like you to take away five key lessons from this morning’s lecture:

Lesson One. Never, ever, agree to take over from a legend. Someone is bound to end up disappointed. (Just ask Jeff Immelt at General Electric – and he’s had nearly a decade and a half to convince shareholders it doesn’t matter that he’s not Jack Welch.)

Lesson Two. If you must take over from a legend, do try to make sure that said legend is either dead, distant or otherwise unable to turn up every week to watch how you’re doing your job. (Chief executives whose predecessor was recently elevated to the chairmanship may sympathise.)

Lesson Three. If your success depends on the quality of your team, and the quality of your team depends on how much the shareholders will pay to maintain it, don’t take a job where the owners are bent only on squeezing costs and assets. (Chief executives of investment banks, please note.)

Lesson Four. It’s going to take time to convince the team that you’re the right person to take charge. At least make sure that you gain enough of their confidence to achieve one of your key performance indicators – whether that’s a place in the Champions’ League or a quarterly sales target.

Lesson Five. If you can’t rely on shareholders’ patience (and, let’s face it, shareholder patience is a scarce and changeable commodity, whatever business you’re in), at least make sure you’ve packed your golden parachute.

Thank you for listening and now – please excuse me – I have an appointment with my lawyers.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. According to Moyes, should managers take over a business from a legend?

a. Yes, take the opportunity.

b. No, unless he's dead or distant.

c. It depends on what business they are in.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. For a successful manegement career, Moyes suggests that...

a. invest heavily on your team.

b. Be authoritative and confident.

c. Score highly on key performance indicators.

d. Let people believe that you can perform well.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What do we know about the western investment cunture?

a. Shareholders always welcome the chief executive chosen by the predecessor.

b. Investors judge the performance of football managers in a quaterly basis.

c. Investors often overestimate the role of chief executives.

d. Shareholders across all business sectors are rather short-sighted.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following serves as a sympathy?

a. "Successful Succession Planning: How to Hand-Pick a Man to Look After Your Legacy"

b. "Don’t take a job where the owners are bent only on squeezing costs and assets."

c. "he’s had nearly a decade and a half to convince shareholders it doesn’t matter that he’s not Jack Welch"

d. "let’s face it, shareholder patience is a scarce and changeable commodity"


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Yes, take the opportunity.




解释：第一课（教训）是Never, ever, agree to take over from a legend.第二课是If you must, do try to make sure that said legend is either dead, distant...





[2]

 答案d. Let people believe that you can perform well.




解释：第四课是，赢得团队对你的信任需要花一定的时间，如果不能立即让公司的关键指标表现出色——至少得让人相信自己能让这些指标表现出色。





[3]

 答案d. Shareholders across all business sectors are rather short-sighted.




解释：let’s face it, shareholder patience is a scarce and changeable commodity, whatever business you’re in...





[4]

 答案b. "Don’t take a job where the owners are bent only on squeezing costs and assets."




解释：这是第三课：球队的成功显然依靠对团队的投入，而曼联的拥有者只对削减开支感兴趣，这种背景下你可别接这个活。这显然有“莫耶斯是替罪羔羊”的意思。AD都有讽刺的意味在里面，而C是喜剧案例，显然不是同情。





买书易，读书难？



“买书如山倒，读书如抽丝”已经成为越来越多现代人的“阅读病”。FT副主编Alice Fishburn给自己订下戒律：除工作和人情需要外，2014年不买新书。这对治疗“阅读病”有效吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

heteronormative 异性恋的

peter out 逐渐消失

clog up 堵塞

forlornly 孤苦伶仃地

jostle 拥挤、争夺

hydra 九头蛇，喻难以根除之祸害

jettison 废弃

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Shelf improvement

By Alice Fishburn

In 2013, Nielsen data show we bought 323 million books. Many of them appear to be on my bedside table



High quality global journalism requires investment. Please share this article with others using the link below, do not cut & paste the article. See our Ts&Cs and Copyright Policy for more detail. Email ftsales.support@ft.com to buy additional rights. http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/fcedcaa4-1776-11e4-87c0-00144feabdc0.html#ixzz39bA2qh8F

I do not have a good track record with New Year’s resolutions. But this summer, for probably the very first time, one of my pledges is still going strong. I have not bought a single book since last December.

It was as I tried to squeeze all 784 pages of Donna Tartt’s The Goldfinch – my final purchase of 2013 – on to an already overcrowded bookshelf that I realised I had a problem. Piles of books were all over the house, many of them unread. There were unopened political doorstops; texts from the undergraduate canon with embarrassing student notes on 10 pages – “heteronormative cliché!” was a particular favourite – before my attention petered out; stacks of classics consigned to the “one day when I have time” category. Clearly my supply and demand assessments were way, way off.

High quality global journalism requires investment. Please share this article with others using the link below, do not cut & paste the article. See our Ts&Cs and Copyright Policy for more detail. Email ftsales.support@ft.com to buy additional rights. http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/fcedcaa4-1776-11e4-87c0-00144feabdc0.html#ixzz39bAUwo1k

And so the pact began. My rules were simple. Books could be accepted as gifts or used when needed for work. They could be purchased for others, but not as a backhanded way of smuggling them into my own library. My fellow Brits may have spent £2.2bn on books in 2013 but I was no longer going to be one of them. Every page I turned in 2014 had to come from those already inside my house.

Imposing artificial restrictions to create some semblance of order on the stuff that clogs up our lives is nothing new. I’d even attempted it before with some success: vowing to use up every last bar of novelty soap and oddly scented bottle of moisturiser before shelling out for new ones. But I found that cleanliness is a lot easier to manage than literary predilection.

When it comes to possessions, things are made worse by the fact that my generation awkwardly straddles a divide. Old enough to remember the mix tape but young enough to be digital natives, we have managed to accumulate in both camps. Box sets sit forlornly by our televisions as we click through the almost infinite offerings of Netflix. Photo albums jostle for space while we download image after image on to our laptops. Even among the most fanatical technophiles, it is rare to go into a house with not a single book in sight.

Enter ever more elaborate systems of management. When it comes to literature, many book lovers curate the deluge of material that surrounds them. Some plough their way through one particular author or read exclusively about the Middle East or Victorian statesmen. Others organise their shelves by spine colour or religiously revisit the same five favourites annually. My new tactic of reading only what I already own turns out not to be new at all: Susan Hill wrote a whole book on the subject, Howards End is on the Landing, in 2009. (For obvious reasons, I haven’t been able to buy it.)

But coping strategies often dissolve in the face of temptation. And temptation is everywhere. There is always another review, recommendation or must-read list. Despite the habitual gloom that surrounds publishers, sales and our reading habits, there is also no shortage of material. A recent study by the International Publishers Association showed that the UK published more new titles and re-editions per person in 2012 than any other country. In 2013, Nielsen data show we bought 323 million books.

Many of them appear to be on my bedside table. There is always the decluttering option of the ebook, which accounted for a quarter of books bought in the UK last year. But an over-crammed and under-read Kindle can be as guilt-inducing as a buckling shelf. Then there is the hydra that is online reading. Chop off the head of one must-click article and there are immediately five more links clamouring in its place. Gone are the days when you could tick anything off your reading list completely: the internet is the gift that won’t stop giving.

. . .

And so the fightback begins.

For me, strategy piled on top of strategy as I started to alternate first fiction and non-fiction, then locations and periods. I focused on the uncracked spines, only heading for an old favourite when the novelty got too much. A typical pattern consisted of Graham Greene’s The Heart of the Matter (an undergraduate casualty), followed by Ted Sorensen’s memoirs (purchased summer 2009 for holiday, jettisoned as too heavy for suitcase) and then Sense and Sensibility (much better the second time around).

Seven months in, I’ve probably got through about 20 previously neglected books. The bank account is a little healthier, the shelves under no additional strain and my sense of guilt considerably smaller. Next year I may even tackle my wardrobe. And the local bookseller has nothing to worry about. Five months to go and I’ll be knocking down his door. Unless someone wants to give me the new JK Rowling?

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why hasn’t the author bought any book since last December?

a. Because she doesn’t have money.

b. Because she is not interested in reading.

c. Because she already has too many.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is her tactic of coping with so many unread books?

a. Purchase more books.

b. Read only what she has.

c. Hand out the books to friends.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why does the author describe online reading as “hydra”?

a. Because you could tick everything off your reading list completely online.

b. Because the Internet is always giving you new articles to read.

c. Because there are too many ads on the Internet which you can’t avoid.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one of the following statements is true according to the author?

a. People these days don’t want to buy new books anymore.

b. British people prefer surfing on the Internet rather than reading books.

c. The author feels better when she started to practice her new reading tactic.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Because she already has too many.




解释：全文主旨在于如何面对“买书如山倒，读书如抽丝”的困境，因此作者决定不买新书是因为她已经拥有太多书，而很多还没读。





[2]

 答案a. Purchase more books.




解释：文章第三段说明作者的策略是只接受作为礼物的新书和为工作、朋友买书，除此之外，自己不再买新书。





[3]

 答案b. Because the Internet is always giving you new articles to read.




解释：文章倒数第四段将在线阅读比作hydra，因为网络上有无穷无尽的延伸阅读，关掉一个会冒出五个，就像九头蛇一样砍掉一只头会冒出更多。





[4]

 答案c. The author feels better when she started to practice her new reading tactic.




解释：根据文意，英国人去年共买了约3亿本书，所以人们并没有不愿买新书，也未提及英国人更爱网上阅读。从文末可知，作者克制买新书后，读了不少已有的书，省了钱，歉疚感也更小了。





喜剧演员的悲剧落幕



《死亡诗社》中的Captain永远离开了我们，那句Seize the day却仍言犹在耳。Robbin Williams以自己的生命为全世界带来的欢乐，自己却在抑郁中黯然离世。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

asphyxia 窒息

quirky 古怪的

defibrillator 除颤器

somber 忧郁的

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Actor Robin Williams remembered

By Richard Waters in San Francisco



Robin Williams, the comic actor whose manic, fast-paced delivery made him instantly familiar to movie audiences around the world, was found dead on Monday at his home in northern California, local police said.

The Oscar-winning actor was found by a personal assistant hanged to death, and the preliminary finding is that he died of “asphyxia due to hanging”, a local sheriff’s official said on Tuesday. A full investigation was under way.

Mr Williams, 63, had been struggling with “severe depression”, his media representative said on CNN later in the day.

The news brought instant tributes and messages of sadness in the entertainment world and beyond. “Heartbroken by the news of Robin Williams’ passing,” Tim Cook, chief executive of Apple, tweeted. “He was an incomparable talent and a great human being. Rest in peace.” Apple used a speech Mr Williams gave in one of his movies, Dead Poets Society, in an iPad advert earlier this year.

US president Barack Obama also issued statement: “Robin Williams was an airman, a doctor, a genie, a nanny, a president, a professor, a bangarang Peter Pan, and everything in between. But he was one of a kind. He arrived in our lives as an alien – but he ended up touching every element of the human spirit. He made us laugh.

“He made us cry. He gave his immeasurable talent freely and generously to those who needed it most – from our troops stationed abroad to the marginalized on our own streets.”

Born in Chicago in 1951, Mr Williams attended the Juilliard School in New York before getting his start in stand-up comedy and television.

He became a cult favourite with a generation of Americans in the late 1970s after his first breakthrough television role, as the zany alien Mork, first in Happy Days and then in a TV spin-off, Mork & Mindy.

That was a prelude to the movie that sealed his rise – Good Morning Vietnam, in which he played a hyper-loquacious army radio DJ. Jumping between voices in a rapid-fire delivery, the role displayed the quirky humour and brilliant versatility of the onscreen persona that became his trademark.

Behind the ebullient comic characters he often played, Mr Williams’ personal life was often far from happy. He said that he overcame a cocaine and alcohol habit at the time his first son was born, in 1983, but slipped back into drinking two decades later. He checked himself into a rehabilitation centre in 2006.

That was followed three years later by surgery to replace a valve in his heart. But the personal troubles, including two divorces, did not prevent the reflexive irony that peppered his conversation during interviews, even when discussing his darkest moments.

“You appreciate little things, like walks on the beach with a defibrillator,” he told the New York Times after his surgery. “How much more can you give? Other than, literally, open-heart surgery onstage? Not much. But the only cure you have right now is the honesty of going, this is who you are. I know who I am.”

In a sombre mood soon after, talking to The Guardian newspaper about a comic role in a movie involving death, he said: “In America they really do mythologise people when they die.”

Although known chiefly for his comic roles, it was as the psychologist in 1997’s Good Will Hunting, playing opposite Matt Damon, that Mr Williams earned his only Academy Award. He was also nominated for Oscars for his roles in Good Morning Vietnam, Dead Poets Society and The Fisher King.

The Marin County sheriff’s office said it had been called shortly before noon on Monday to a home that Mr Williams shared with his third wife, Susan Schneider, in Tiburon, north of San Francisco. Mr Williams was pronounced dead at the scene shortly afterwards. He had last been seen alive at 10pm the previous day.

Fellow comedy actor Steve Martin said in a tweet: “I could not be more stunned by the loss of Robin Williams, mensch, great talent, acting partner, genuine soul.”

Ms Schneider said in a statement: “This morning, I lost my husband and my best friend, while the world lost one of its most beloved artists and beautiful human beings.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目:

1. Which movie won Robin Williams his only Academy Award?

a. Dead Poets Society（1989）

b. Good Will Hunting （1997）

c. Good Morning Vietnam （1987）


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What does the sentence mean:“Robin Williams was an airman, a doctor, a professor, a bangarang Peter Pan, and everything in between.”?

a. Robin Williams had done many other jobs before he became an actor.

b. Robin Williams once served in the army and loved fairy tales.

c. Robin Williams had played many impressive roles on the screen.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What do we know about Robin Williams from the article?

a. He was a comic player, and his personal life was also very happy.

b. He got married when he was at university and never divorced.

c. He was well-know for his manic, fast-paced delivery and quirky humors.


[3]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. Good Will Hunting （1997）




解释：文章倒数第四段：……it was as the psychologist in 1997’s Good Will Hunting, playing opposite Matt Damon, that Mr Williams earned his only Academy Award.





[2]

 答案c. Robin Williams had played many impressive roles on the screen.




解释：根据上下文语境推测可知，奥巴马总统的悼词列举了Robin Williams所扮演过的角色以此表达对其的敬意。





[3]

 答案c. He was well-know for his manic, fast-paced delivery and quirky humors.




解释：文章首句即点明了Robin Williams广受观众欢迎的特点，是其夸张的表演与奇特的幽默。Williams生前患有抑郁症，离过两次婚。





经济学应该更接地气



今天的经济学太强调抽象的数学模型，而与现实世界结合不够，FT社论认为，经济学教育应当更注重经济史，要了解非正统的经济学家，并且与心理学和考古学等其他学科结合起来。毕竟，这是一门关于人的行为的科学。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

dismal science “阴郁的科学”，一度是经济学的绰号，语出英国历史学家托马斯·卡莱尔

in the dock 在受审

heterodox 异端的，非正统的

bank run 银行挤兑，是经济危机和经济信心丧失的危险信号

wrinkles and perversities 字面意思是褶皱与邪恶

Luddite 卢德主义的，指反对新科技的民粹主义思潮

anodyne ['ænədaɪn] 止痛剂

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Economics needs to reflect a post-crisis world



FT Editorial: The dismal science should be grounded in reality to stay relevant

When the global economy crashed in 2008, the list of culprits was long, including dozy regulators, greedy bankers and feckless subprime borrowers. Now the dismal science itself is in the dock, with much soul-searching over why economists failed to predict the financial crisis. One of the outcomes of this debate is that economics students are demanding the reform of a curriculum they think sustains a selfish strain of capitalism and is dominated by abstract mathematics. It looks like the students will get their way. A new curriculum, designed at the University of Oxford, is being tried out. This is good news.

Defenders of the status quo have pushed back, pointing to a rich hinterland of heterodox economics thinkers. Dig deep and you can find plenty of academic treatises on bank runs, unstable credit cycles and irrational markets. That people are selfish and that businesses pursue profit is not the fault of economics but of human nature. Accurately predicting the future is an unrealistic test of any academic discipline, particularly one that encompasses limitless human interactions.

But the fundamental point made by the critics is right. For a subject so engaged with studying worldly behaviour, there is too much timeless abstraction and too little scrutiny of real-world events. The typical economics course starts with the study of how rational agents interact in frictionless markets, producing an outcome that is best for everyone. Only later does it cover those wrinkles and perversities that characterise real economic behaviour, such as anti-competitive practices or unstable financial markets. As students advance, there is a growing bias towards mathematical elegance. When the uglier real world intrudes, it only prompts the question: this is all very well in practice but how does it work in theory?

This theoretical bias left the discipline resistant to challenge at a crucial time. When in 2005 Raghuram Rajan, now governor of the Reserve Bank of India, warned that financial innovation had become a source of instability, his paper was dismissed as “slightly Luddite”. His call for greater prudential supervision of banks was ignored.

Fortunately, the steps needed to bring economics teaching into the real world do not require the invention of anything new or exotic. The curriculum should embrace economic history and pay more attention to unorthodox thinkers such as Joseph Schumpeter, Friedrich Hayek and – yes – evenKarl Marx. Faculties need to restore links with other fields such as psychology and anthropology, whose insights can explain phenomena that economics cannot. Economics professors should make the study of imperfect competition – and of how people act in conditions of uncertainty – the starting point of courses, not an afterthought.

Mathematical models ought to keep their place, so long as their results are not taken too literally. But many of those used in central banks have hitherto ignored the financial sector as a source of instability. Remedying this will add even more complexity. The maths will get harder.

In the aftermath of the financial crisis the popularity of economics courses has surged. Having watched the global economy fall off a cliff, new students will not tolerate anodyne lectures on the wisdom of markets. They demand more pluralism and humility in a subject that has hitherto overvalued purism and certainty. Economics should not be taught as if it were about the discovery of timeless laws. Those who champion the discipline must remember that, at its core, it is about human behaviour, with all the messiness and disorder that this implies.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is correct about economics after the 2008 financial crisis?

a. Students were dissatisfied, demanding curriculum reform.

b. Many universities revamped their economic courses.

c. Economists couldn't provide any explantion.

d. Fewer people were interested in it.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. According to the writer, orthodox economics has failed to_____.

a. Pay enough attention to real life human behavior.

b. Explain bank runs and irrational markets.

c. Establish a disciplinary system based on frictionless markets.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why telling us the story about Indian central bank governor Rajan?

a. To explain that he is an heterodox economist.

b. To illustrate the bias of mainstream economics.

c. To criticise Rajan's Luddite view of financial innovation.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What does the writer think about maths in economics?

a. More maths is needed in order to make it more accurate.

b. Economics should be reestablished with new maths methods.

c. Mathematics should be abolished from this study of humanity.

d. Maths results should not be taken too literally.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Students were dissatisfied, demanding curriculum reform.




解释：金融危机后，英美国家的一些经济学学生表达了对目前的正统经济学教育的不满，作为回应，牛津大学尝试了一些改革。最后一段开头写道：In the aftermath of the financial crisis the popularity of economics courses has surged.事实上，经济危机也是经济学的危机，引发了一轮对经济学本身的反思。





[2]

 答案a. Pay enough attention to real life human behavior.




解释：文中多次出现worldly behaviour, reality, real world, human interactions等词汇，强调的就是体系精密的经济学与不那么可预测的现实世界之间的距离。





[3]

 答案b. To illustrate the bias of mainstream economics.




解释：金融危机前，2005年，拉詹写论文警告说金融创新可能带来不稳定，但他的观点不仅未被重视，还被批评。事实证明他的对的，我们可以看到，主流经济学界的偏见还是很严重的。





[4]

 答案d. Maths results should not be taken too literally.




解释：倒数第三段中写道，幸运的是，将经济学变得更接地气，并不需要什么新发明。需要的是经济史的教育、对非正统经济学家的关注、与心理学和考古学的联系，等等，应当把数学作为一种研究方法而不是神明。





如何像里根一样演讲



半个世纪前，初出茅庐的罗纳德·里根以一篇《抉择时刻》的演讲震撼了美国。它的影响是如此之大，以至于被称为"The Speech"。英国作家萨姆·利思说，我们能从里根那儿学到很多东西，比如“不要选比新娘更漂亮的伴娘”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

make a case for 提出充分理由

detente 缓和局面

impromptu [ɪm'prɒm(p)tjuː] 即兴表演、演说

Reaganomics 里根经济学，主要内容是依靠减税、去管制和货币政策来治疗“滞胀”问题

lucid 清晰易懂的

bridesmaid 伴娘

ant heap 蚁丘

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Ronald Reagan’s career-making speech still shines 50 years on

by Sam Leith, October 27, 2014



What were the great turning points of the cold war? You could make a case that one was 50 years ago on Monday when Ronald Reagan gave a speech, “A Time For Choosing”, in support of the Republican presidential candidate Barry Goldwater.

The speech – or The Speech, as it became known – helped make Reagan’s political career. Shortly afterwards he was nominated to run for governor of California – which led on to the White House, the partnership with Margaret Thatcher, detente with Mikhail Gorbachev, perestroika(“reform” in Russian), impromptu wall-demolition in Germany, and all that jazz.

So what made “the Great Communicator” such a great communicator? There are abundant examples in this speech. Wherever you stand on Reaganomics, that is a lucid, cogent and fiercely persuasive statement of the case for small government and market freedoms, and a refusal to accommodate with communism.

One thing any business communicator can learn from is how it deals with statistics. It is packed, at least in the first half, with facts and figures: a nightmare in unskilled hands. They are given persuasive life by Reagan. Here is folksy style; philosophical wit; and above all a clever use of metaphor – which provides an easily grasped interpretation for the statistics.

The most quoted passage is the pivot: “You and I are told increasingly we have to choose between a left or right. Well I’d like to suggest there is no such thing as a left or right. There’s only an up or down – [up to] a man’s old-aged dream, the ultimate in individual freedom consistent with law and order, or down to the ant heap of totalitarianism.”

Here, introduced with that seductive “you and I” (inviting us into collusion against “they”), is a spatial metaphor: reframing right versus left as up versus down. And – with his ant heap image.

Also, instead of attacking the Democrats as a threat, he treated them as idiots who missed the point of a greater threat. His sonorous high style was reserved for the communist menace; the Democrats, he made fun of them. That’s far deadlier.

In a splendid reductio ad absurdum(reduction to absurdity), he quoted an optimist on the $298bn hole in the Social Security budget: “He said there should be no cause for worry because as long as they have the power to tax, they could always take away from the people whatever they needed to bail them out of trouble.”

Another jewel: “For three decades, we’ve sought to solve the problems of unemployment through government planning, and the more the plans fail, the more the planners plan.” One more: “Well, the trouble with our Democrat friends is not that they’re ignorant; it’s just that they know so much that isn’t so.”

What did this brilliant speech do for Goldwater? He lost the election by miles. People concluded that someone had the vision thing; and that someone was Reagan rather than Goldwater. Which offers an extra lesson: don’t – figuratively speaking – pick a bridesmaid who’s much prettier than the bride.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is correct about this speech?

a. With it, Reagan accpeted his candidacy for governor of California.

b. The speech helped Barry Goldwater win the presidency in 1964.

c. Reagan called for the demolition of the Berlin Wall.

d. The speech paved the way for his future presidency.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How did Reagan manage statistics?

a. He was simply "the Great Communicator".

b. He used mataphors for the audience to grasp the idea.

c. He packed only the first half of his speech with numbers.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How did he criticize the Democrats?

a. He attacked them as a threat.

b. He pictured the opponents' policy as "ant heap".

c. He used reductio ad absurdum to make fun of them.


[3]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. The speech paved the way for his future presidency.




解释：这次演讲helped make Reagan’s political career.





[2]

 答案b. He used mataphors for the audience to grasp the idea.




解释：他的接地气的风格、哲学般的睿智，以及最重要的是聪明的运用了比喻，使得听众能很容易把握他的数据的要点。presentation中堆积数据是生手容易犯的错误。





[3]

 答案c. He used reductio ad absurdum to make fun of them.




解释：用归谬法批判对手的观点是非常好用的，以此来嘲弄对方是非常致命的。he treated them as idiots who missed the point.





无法被电脑所取代的职业



计算机和智能化设备的发展，让人们担忧今天的很多职业在未来将不复存在，如同曾经的打字机打字员一样。那么，有哪些职业是无法被电脑所取代的？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

pedant 学究

molehill 鼹鼠打洞制造的小丘，小事，小困难

gullibility [,gʌli'biliti]轻信，易上当

busker 街头艺人

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Five jobs no computer can replace

By Mr Colin Pringle.



FT columnist Michael Skapinker published an article on March 20, in which he pointed out five irreplaceable careers: receptionist, climate researcher, care of the elderly, executive assistant, and pedant(or pedagogue).

............

Sir, I think Michael Skapinker’s “top five careers for the next 25 years” are valid, but aim too low. These five are likely to be the real winners.

Lawyer. Computers cannot readily replace the science of making a mountain out of a molehill. The computations are complex: dispute resolution = maximum billable hours * gullibility.

Politician. A role that definitely needs to be done by a human, despite strong impressions to the contrary. This is the career that all buskers aspire to. You must carry on banging your own drum while pretending to play everyone’s favourite tune on the flute. If you can’t get the crowd with you, let them help themselves to a few coins from the hat.

Banker. Few know exactly what a banker is. It sounds important and has the seal of mystery. Traditionally bankers simply charged a levy on the ownership of assets. More recently they have diversified into lucrative lines like “fixing” interest rates, foreign exchange and other “crook the house” strategies. Why are they so indispensable? In true mafia tradition, they can threaten: “If you want to see your money again . . . ”

Doctor. Tiberius Caesar(second emperor of Rome, stepson of Augustus) said he would have on his tombstone: “It was the crowd of physicians that killed me.” Doctors are always in demand – witness the time needed to make an appointment and the wait when you actually visit. The subjective nature of some ailments and the love of second opinions mean that it can take many doctors to replace a hip. No chance of redundancy here.

Spin-doctor. Not to be confused with a real doctor (or anything real). The very human art of persuading people to change direction by using misleading signposts guarantees these rally experts are always in demand by those desperate to be first past the finish line.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where can we find whis article in FT?

a. Readers' letters.

b. Comments to Skapinker's article.

c. Satire column.

d. Guest commentator page.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. The writer says lawyers can "make a mountain out of a molehill", what does this mean?

a. They always work with paper mountains.

b. They are good at diving into details.

c. They use tedious and lengthy language.

d. They always make a fuss from trivial things.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is a "spin-doctor"?(You may go back to the last paragraph.)

a. Fashion & image consultant.

b. obbyst.

c. Fifty-center.

a. Propagandist.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the right match between a career and the reason it cannot be replaced, according to the passage?

a. lawyer--no computer can resolve disputes.

b. Politician--no computer can act like a busker.

c. Banker--no computer can anticipate interest or exchange rates.

d. Doctor--no computer can offer a second opinion during a surgery.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Readers' letters.




解释：这是一篇有趣的读者来信，可以看出它其实不是对斯卡平克文章的评论，而是谈论了“未来不会被取代的职业”这个话题。他对一些行业的吐槽反映了欧美文化中的一些著名“桥段”，比如人们总怀疑政客是疯子，律师、银行家是骗子，常抱怨医院排队总是很长等等。





[2]

 答案d. They always make a fuss from trivial things.




解释："make a mountain out of a molehill"是句著名的谚语“小题大做”，不是指文件堆成的山，也不是褒义。





[3]

 答案a. Fashion & image consultant.




解释：首先你需要知道spin一词除了“旋转”，还有“吐丝”的意思，引申义就是“编织、编造、忽悠”。spin-doctor显然是个贬义词，这些人通过粉饰、误导、断章取义等手段试图影响舆论使之对自己有利，一些政客的“公关人员”就是干这个的，其汉语翻译是“政治化妆师”。维基上的解释："spin" often implies disingenuous, deceptive and/or highly manipulative tactics.





[4]

 答案d. Doctor--no computer can offer a second opinion during a surgery.




解释：ABC“不可被替代”显然不是因为这些原因，而是因为作者暗示“电脑无法像他们一样忽悠人”





苹果CEO指责美国政府税法过时



苹果CEO蒂姆·库克(Tim Cook)在接受采访时对于苹果避税的说法进行了驳斥，他认为这种说法“纯属政治废话”(total political crap)。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

offshore 离岸的['ɒfʃɔː; ɒf'ʃɔː]

encryption 加密术[ɪn'krɪpʃən]

probe into 探索

sweetheart tax deal 优惠税收协议

mock-up 实物模型

Apple chief Tim Cook rounds on o utdated US tax code （590 words）

By Tim Bradshaw in San Francisco



Tim Cook blamed the US government’s outdated tax code for controversy over Apple’s huge offshore cash pile and defended its use of encryption technology, in a wide-ranging interview with CBS News’ 60 Minutes that aired on Sunday night.

Apple’s chief executive said accusations the company was avoiding paying taxes by holding more than $180bn of its cash balances outside the US were “total political crap. Apple pays every tax dollar we owe”.

The European Commission recently extended its probe into Apple’s alleged sweetheart tax deal with the Irish government. A final decision over whether Dublin offered the US group illegal preferential tax terms is expected early next year.

Mr Cook said the real problem was with the high US taxes applied to repatriation of corporate profits. “It would cost me 40 per cent to bring it home and I don’t think that’s a reasonable thing to do,” he said, adding that the US tax code was “made for the industrial age, not the digital age”.

“It’s awful for America. It should have been fixed many years ago. It’s past time to get it done.”

While the interview was filmed before the recent shootings in Paris and San Bernardino, Apple has since those events faced renewed criticism over its use of encryption technology, which US officials say can inhibit the ability of law enforcement to track terrorists.

Earlier this month, FBI director James Comey stepped up the pressure on tech companies such as Apple and Google, saying the issue was a “business model question”, not a technical problem.

Mr Cook insisted that Apple should maintain its commitment to protecting its customers’ privacy.

“On your iPhone, there is likely health information, there’s financial information, there are intimate conversations with your family and your co-workers, there’s probably business secrets. You should have the ability to protect it,” he said. “The only way we know how to do that is to encrypt it.”

Apple does not have access to iMessages sent by its customers and so cannot hand them over to law enforcement officials, even if the company receives a valid warrant, Mr Cook explained.

“I don’t believe that the trade-off here is privacy versus national security,” he said. “We’re America. We should have both.”

60 Minutes said that Mr Cook later told the programme that he had not changed his stance following the Paris terror attacks last month. He dismissed calls for Apple to offer a “back door” to law enforcement, saying that risked opening up customer to data to both “good guys and bad guys”.

The programme was also shown around Apple’s prototyping lab by its chief design officer, Sir Jonathan Ive, as well as shown a mock-up of how its new stores will look by retail chief Angela Ahrendts. Mr Cook gave interviewer Charlie Rose a tour of Apple’s new campus, currently under construction, saying that the cost of the 13,000-person facility was “somewhere near” the rumoured $5bn price tag.

But Mr Cook avoided a question from Mr Rose about whether Apple plans to “be in the car business”.

“One of the great things about Apple is we probably have more secrecy here than the CIA,” he said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of accusations is the “total political crap” as Tim Cook said?

a. encryption technology

b. dumping abroad

c. avoid paying taxes

d. freedom of speech


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is probed by The European Commission on the issue of Apple’s sweetheart tax deal?

a. American government

b. Irish government

c. European distributor

d. European Banking Federation


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How much percent of tax is unreasonable as Tim thought when bring it back to US?

a. 60%

b. 40%

c. $180bn

d. 30%


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who thought the issue on encryption technology was a “business model question”?

a. FBI

b. CIA

c. Apple

d. 60 Minutes


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. avoid paying taxes




解释;库克表示，对该公司将逾1800亿美元囤积在海外以避税的指责“纯属政治废话。苹果交足了该交的税款”。





[2]

 答案b. Irish government




解释：欧盟委员会最近延长了对苹果与爱尔兰政府之间据称达成优惠税收协议的调查。





[3]

 答案b. 40%




解释：他表示，“将这些现金带回美国，我们就需要多交40%的税款。我认为这样做是不合理的。”





[4]

 答案a. FBI




解释：美国联邦调查局(FBI)局长James Comey表示，这个问题是“商业模式问题”，而非技术问题。
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怀旧的中产阶级







学习怎样学习







增长不是万能的？







怎样让孩子赢在起点？







荷兰引导世界？







运动不要多喝水？







糖税真来了？饮料商哭了！







离不开的聊天应用？







任天堂:不用马里奥兄弟，用实力







AI聊天机器人：太快“学坏”被“下岗”







生产率究竟有多重要







中产阶级：我们是谁？







做吃货，得幸福？







电子阅读vs纸质阅读







再给哈利·波特一次机会







“牢有所养”？







经济增长与性别平等







足球业，经济还是竞技？







学点汉语，学好英语







如何摆脱电子邮件之苦







序



金融英语速读由FT中文网商学院精心开发，在这里你可以看到原汁原味的英文报道，或涉及有趣的海外风情、前沿的健康理念、好玩的科技产品，也包含深度经济报告、专业的行业分析预测。

不论是作为优质读物还是备考的复习资料，都可以在细碎的时间里让阅读变得更有意义。

让你看到，英国《金融时报》128年新闻主义来到中国。




怀旧的中产阶级



这部美剧展现了怎样的价值观和新闻观？反映了编剧索尔金怎样的风格？嫌正面解说不够过瘾，FT专栏作家Robert Shrimsley还虚构了一段趣味横生的《新闻编辑室》男女主人公的对话。就从男主角威尔·麦卡沃伊的口头禅America was great when……说起吧。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Aaron Sorkin 阿伦·索尔金，奥斯卡金像奖和艾美奖得主，《白宫风云》、《义海雄风》、《社交网络》编剧

expediency 方便，权宜

anchorman 末棒运动员；新闻节目主持人

zenith 顶峰；顶点

collateral damage 附带损害。阿诺·施瓦辛格有部影片就叫Collateral Damage

napalm ['neɪpɑːm] 凝固汽油弹，被汽油弹袭击的越南儿童是一幅著名的反战摄影

Walter Cronkite 沃尔特·克朗凯特，冷战时美国最著名的新闻主持人。1968年他一反平素不偏不倚的立场，开始猛烈抨击越战。林登·约翰逊总统收看节目后说了一句话：“如果失去克朗凯特，我就失去了美国的中间阶层。”随后宣布不再寻求连任。克朗凯特出现在Newsroom的片头中。

repartee 妙语

downbeat 悲观的

Mccarthyism 麦卡锡主义。二战后约瑟夫·麦卡锡参议员发起的大规模追查和打击渗透进美国政府部门和文艺界的共产党员及其同情者的活动，因其打击面巨大而颇有争议。麦卡锡主义在著名节目主持人John Faulk猛烈抨击后渐渐淡出了历史舞台。Newsroom中有相关内容。

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

A never-written episode from the master of middle-aged male nostalgia for a mythical America

by Robert Shrimsley



Aaron Sorkin, writer of The West Wing, A Few Good Men and The Social Network, has commanded much attention with the launch of his latest series, The Newsroom. Like so much of his work it is set in an ideal world. Where The West Wing focused on a wise, noble president whose popularity never fell when he placed his liberal ideals before expediency, this features a wise, noble anchorman placing hard truth and great journalism before a public that really wants to hear it. The main character faces a career crisis after speaking out on how America has ceased to be great.

Reviews have been mixed and criticism grew after Sorkin turned on a female interviewer, with the words “Listen here, internet girl, it wouldn’t kill you to watch a film or pick up a newspaper once in a while”. Leaving aside that the zenith of culture for Sorkin is movies and papers rather than, say, theatre and a book, it highlighted the sense that his work is middle-aged male nostalgia for a mythical America.

The FT has found a long-lost and never-written script from the series:

The scene opens with a female executive producer talking to Will, a middle-aged white news anchorman:

She: So I thought we could lead with the drone strikes on Pakistan.

He: Drone strikes, Gina?

She: It’s Lena.

He: Yeah, whatever, This used to be a great country. Take Vietnam; we flew our own missions and cleared out villages on foot. Americans were prepared to get their hands dirty then. These days we just want a clean kill; take out the bad guys and pretend no one else gets hurt. We don’t think of the collateral damage.

She: The civilian casualties.

He: Yes, them too, obviously. But I’m talking about the journalism. Where are the napalmed Vietnamese children? You can’t get that kind of art with a drone strike. Vietnam – those were great days; great journalism. Now it’s cute dolphins and Justin Bieber. Isn’t it Marina?

She: It’s Lena.

He: America wants the next Walter Cronkite, someone to tell them we can no longer win a war.

She: You could do that.

He: I don’t even know where this war is. This country used to be great. Now we don’t even know where the war we aren’t winning is taking place. This meeting is over – walk with me to my next meeting.

She: Why?

He: My repartee is better when I am walking. You look nice today. I know I shouldn’t comment on your clothes but America was a better country when men told women they looked nice. I expect you’ll get me on a cassette and upfile it to YouBox.

She: It’s YouTube, Will, and cassettes went out in the 1990s.

He: Listen, internet girl; would it kill you to listen to a Gilbert and Sullivan(19th century British screenplay writer and composer) opera some time? I miss cassettes. I miss the way the sound went fuzzy; the way you could stick your pen into the spool and wind it back into place after it snarled up. America was great when we had tapes you could rewind with a pen.

He: What we need is a difficult, downbeat story from somewhere people have never heard of.

She: Will, you know that people don’t want to watch that.

He: But what if that is what they want to watch, but we just aren’t giving it to them.

She: They don’t want it. Have you seen Gawker(an American blog, focuses on entertainment & gossips)? Americans want stories about rap stars’ sex tapes.

He: Rap stars! Ray J; Jay Z; Why don’t these people have surnames? America was a great country when we had surnames.

She: Stop harping back. Was McCarthyism great? Or segregation?

He: Yes, because we had heroic struggles of right v wrong to report. We had Kennedy; Johnson; and even when we had Republicans they were good Republicans like Eisenhower, who could have been Democrats. America was great when Republicans could have been Democrats.

She: Will, (pausing); did we have an affair once? Is that what’s behind your anger and trust issues?

He: Stop it. You are trivialising this show for the sake of ratings. We did not have an affair once. America was great when its stars didn’t have affairs.

stops suddenly

He: Do you think this dialogue should be funnier. People want to be entertained, not just lectured to.

She: What if they do want to be lectured, Will, and we just never gave them the chance?

He: Isn’t that my line?

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is The Newsroom mainly about, according to the writer?

a. A middle-aged male nostalgia for a mythical America.

b. A wise, noble president whose popularity never fell.

c. A TV presenter who does not like the Internet.

d. An anchorman faces a career crisis.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is Sorkin series' style?

a. They are always political stories.

b. They are always set in an ideal world.

c. The main character always places his liberal ideals before expediency.

d. All of above.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. The writer believes that Will McAvoy is nostalgic, because?

a. He always misremember his colleagues' names.

b. He says that Vietnam War was "great days; great journalism".

c. He calls a girl "internet girl".

d. He says America was great when its stars didn’t have affairs.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What can we learn from "America was great when Republicans could have been Democrats"?

a. Sorkin is a Republican who is not satisfied with the party at present.

b. Sorkin thinks that American politics is more partisan than it used to be.

c. It was the Republicans who ended McCarthyism and segregation.

d. There was a time when Republicans often voted for the Democratic Party.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. A middle-aged male nostalgia for a mythical America.




解释：从原文标题就可以看出来。B是索尔金《白宫风云》中的主角。





[2]

 答案b. They are always set in an ideal world.




解释：b是正确答案。Newsroom Like so much of his work```it is set in an ideal world.A不正确，C是说The West Wing。不过我们可以从文中看出，索尔金的政治题材剧作倒是几乎都有这么一个主人公。





[3]

 答案c. He calls a girl "internet girl".




解释：AC是剧中存在的。作者在开始“仿写对话”之前，强调说"internet girl"这种说法为他招来了批评。作者显然认为这种对现代科技有敌意的怀旧情结值得一黑。BD出现在虚构的对话中，意在“黑”威尔总是不顾一切地把过去理想化，总是说“人心不古”之类的。





[4]

 答案b. Sorkin thinks that American politics is more partisan than it used to be.




解释：CD文中并未提及。A实际上说的是威尔·麦卡沃伊。他从一开头就说今天美国的政治对立比内战时还厉害。这句话就是这个意思。威尔强烈批评今天的共和党，比如不顾老板反对抨击茶党、批评共和党在债务上限debt ceiling问题上的不妥协、批评《诺奎斯特宣言》、支持控枪等。你还能想起哪些情节？





学习怎样学习



“与其用2个小时做这些作业，为什么不打盹15分钟，给大脑充电，然后用1个小时做完它呢？”FT专栏作家Simon Kuper说，这样一堂重要的关于如何学习的课，如果早有人教我该多好。Kuper还说，在离开学校后他悟出了好几个关于学习方法的心得。他要把这篇文章给女儿看，让她有种。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

phalanx 趾骨；方阵；密集队形

porousporous 多孔渗水的；能渗透的

slog 苦干，跋涉

epidemiology 流行病学；传染病学

oodles of 大量的

the Battle of Hastings 1066年，诺曼底公爵William the Conqueror在黑斯廷斯战役中击败了盎格鲁-萨克森贵族，随后进军伦敦并加冕为英格兰国王。

cognitive 认知的认识的

Eureka 有了！我找到了！据传，阿基米德在洗澡时发现了浮力原理后立即跑到大街上大喊Eureka.

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

If only I’d been taught to learn

Techniques for remembering are essential study tools - taking a nap is another



I still remember the boy who, on his first day of school, had to be carried bodily into class by a phalanx of teachers and parents. As the other six-year-olds sat brightly at their desks, he sobbed: “I don’t want to go to school!”

Looking back decades later, he was quite right. My 12 years at school were boring and mostly pointless. I barely remember a thing I was taught after learning to read and count. I learnt more about how to write from George Orwell’s 14-page essay “Politics and the English Language” than in all my school years. Nor was I taught much by way of reasoning (which may, of course, be why I’ve ended up a columnist). I wasted the years when my brain was still fairly porous. This experience is probably common but it might all have been different if only someone had taught me one crucial skill: how to learn. Now that my daughter is seven, and setting off on the long slog, I’m planning to issue her with the crucial information beforehand.

Schools, like offices, are structured around the notion of facetime. The easiest thing to measure is that you are there, and so they measure that. In my day, 30 kids of different abilities and concentration spans were crammed into a room with sealed windows, while a teacher wrote things on a blackboard. We were taught stuff every day – but never how to absorb it. And yet the basics of how to learn are so simple that they can be transmitted in an 800-word column.

The main study tool I learnt as an adult is: nap. Scholars of sleep agree that a brief nap can recharge the brain. “A nap as short as 10 minutes can significantly improve alertness,” says Maurice Ohayon, director of Stanford University’s sleep epidemiology research centre. Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher and Albert Einstein all knew this.

Unfortunately, I didn’t find out until I was grown up. As a teenager you need oodles of sleep, and many school mornings I was too tired to learn (especially aged 16, when I decided I could train myself to cope on four hours’ sleep). The lesson I never had was, “Instead of trying to do two hours of homework now, sleep for 15 minutes and then do it all in an hour.”

In my work flat in Paris today, my key pieces of office furniture are my sofa and blanket. But I grew up in countries where naps were considered proof of laziness instead of productivity boosters. The ignorance persists: according to a survey by the Society for Human Resource Management in 2010, only 5 per cent of American employers had an on-site “nap room” (often probably just a couple of sticky mattresses lying side by side).

Years after leaving school, I made my second belated discovery about learning: how to remember. (Memorising is another skill that becomes almost pointless after school but, again, it’s easy to measure, so schools measure it.) My breakthrough came at a picnic in Central Park, New York. My then girlfriend was complaining to a friend that whenever she mentioned a past quarrel to me, I couldn’t remember it. She always had to tell me what we’d quarrelled about, before explaining why I’d been wrong. The friend, who was a brain surgeon, asked the girlfriend: “Do you keep a diary?” “Yes,” said the girlfriend. “That’s why you remember,” said the brain surgeon. The girlfriend engraved the experience on her memory by repeating it.

It turns out you remember things through periodic repetition – and not through one night’s frantic cramming just before the test. For instance, if you want to remember that the Battle of Hastings was in 1066, revise the fact for one minute every evening for a week, instead of for 10 minutes on the last evening. Periodic repetitions imprint it on your brain. This is the “spacing effect”, which the German psychologist Hermann Ebbinghaus discovered in 1885. I discovered it too late.

Tej Samani, founder of Performance Learning, a British company that helps students to learn, has a favourite technique that uses the spacing effect. To remember the date 1066, for instance, write it on a Post-it note on your bedroom window. You will see it every day – and through repetition you will come to associate “1066” with “window”. If you think “window”, you remember 1066. Samani’s students have facts and formulas stuck up around their bedrooms. “I’m a huge believer in learning without putting too much effort in,” he says. “People judge success based on, ‘I did 15 hours of revision this week.’ Brilliant. How much of it do you remember? Maybe an hour.”

You often make the best discoveries in one sudden cognitive leap. I still remember the moment, aged 14, when I finally grasped, after months of exhausted incomprehension, that the third line on the graph represented the third dimension. Perhaps my daughter will have that same “Eureka” feeling when I make her read this column.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Talking about memory... when did the Battle of Hastings take place?

a. 1066.

b. 1215.

c. 1649.

d. 1688.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is correct about nap?

a. When he was young, the writer often took naps in classes.

b. There is no scientific evidence that naps are productivity boosters.

c. Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher and Albert Einstein slept only 4 hours a day.

d. Americans generally consider naps as proof of laziness.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What does the writer say about schools?

a. British school years are too long to be good.

b. Schools measure easy-to-measure stuff, such as attendance and memory.

c. Schools will go extinct because of communication technology.

d. Schools are like offices that are complicatedly structured.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following is significantly different from the other three?

a. spacing effect

b. periodic repetition

c. frantic cramming

c. frantic cramming


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. 1066.




解释：这一年份在文中出现了4次，是典型的periodic repetition.





[2]

 答案d. Americans generally consider naps as proof of laziness.




解释：A并未提到，B是有大量证据的，C说的是这些名人都懂得打盹的好处。根据调查，只有5%的美国公司提供有午休室。





[3]

 答案b. Schools measure easy-to-measure stuff, such as attendance and memory.




解释：ACD都未提到。为什么人们会觉得在学校里学的东西都给忘了，而它们并没有多大用呢？因为记忆是容易考察的，而且也是离开学校后就不再那么有用的技能。





[4]

 答案c. frantic cramming




解释：C是正确答案。<br>ABD讲的都是一回事：间断地重复性地记忆，要比C填鸭式的记忆效果好。





增长不是万能的？



巴西、土耳其、俄罗斯、印尼、印度、南非，这些地处天南海北的国家有什么共同点？一是它们都是经济发展势头不错的新兴市场，二是它们最近都爆发过大规模抗议示威。引发抗议的导火索五花八门，但背后的原因倒也殊途同归。FT新兴市场编辑Stefan Wagsty认为，它们给全世界上了一课：经济发展不万能。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

grip 紧握，柄

pluralism 多元主义

apartheid 南非的种族隔离

corollary [kə'rɒlərɪ] 推论，必然结果

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Protesters find rising wealth no guarantee of liberalisation

By Stefan Wagstyl in London

Veteran administrations in emerging markets resist reforms



The world’s emerging markets are in the grip of an unprecedented wave of public protest. Today it is Brazil. A few days ago it was Turkey. Before that there were Russia, Indonesia, India and South Africa, all of which have seen big demonstrations in the past year. And before that there was Egypt and the Arab spring.

It is dangerous to draw parallels between countries with very different political, economic and social conditions. While Russian president Vladimir Putin was elected last year to a third term in office, his authoritarian regime has little of the democratic pluralism that characterises Brazil, Turkey, India and even Indonesia.

Islamist forces, which have played a key role in Turkey and the Middle East, are negligible elsewhere. South Africa is unique in suffering the poisonous legacy of apartheid. In Brazil and Russia, official corruption has been a big target of the demonstrators. In India and Indonesia, it has been fuel subsidy cuts.

But the current wave of public anger is more than a coincidence. First, protest breeds protest. As with the European demonstrations of the late 1960s and the anti-Communist revolt in eastern Europe in 1989-91, the fervour of protest can spread rapidly across borders. The authorities can move very fast to suppress this information – as they did in the Gulf states when the Arab spring protests hit Egypt in late 2010. But mobile communications and the internet have given demonstrators the advantage.

Next, the demonstrations take place against a background of global economic difficulties. While emerging markets as a whole are growing much faster than the developed world, they too face financial challenges – from youth unemployment in the Arab countries to poor public services in Brazil and a subsidy-boosted budget deficit in India. A handful of oil-rich states led by Saudi Arabia can suppress protests with lavish public spending: but other administrations have to make compromises.

Also, quite a few protest-hit countries are run by veteran administrations that may look outdated to younger people. Mr Putin has run Russia since 2000, and Recep Tayyip Erdogan Turkey since 2002. In Brazil, the Workers’ party has been at the helm since 2003, first under Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and now under his handpicked successor, Dilma Rousseff. In South Africa, the African National Congress has been in charge since 1994. In India, the ruling Congress party has been in power for all but nine years since independence. In Egypt, the 2011 protests overthrew a military-backed regime that had ruled since the 1950s.

Finally, look at income levels. India and Indonesia are fairly poor countries with annual per capita incomes of about $4,000 and $5,000 respectively, on a purchasing power parity basis. No surprise that the protesters have focused on a basic economic issue – fuel costs.

In South Africa, Brazil, Turkey and Russia, incomes range from about $12,000-$18,000, the upper end of the range for emerging economies, and the level at which the rising middle classes begin to make more wide-ranging demands. With their basic needs mostly satisfied, they begin to look more widely and press for everything from better public services (Brazil), social freedoms (Turkey), political participation (Russia) and an end to police brutality (South Africa). Taken together, these aims amount to a call for the development of fully-functioning democracies, with the rule of law, financial transparency and respect for minority rights.

History suggests that these demands are a normal corollary of economic development – during and after the industrial revolution, British, French and US elites were gradually forced to share power (very gradually, some might say).

Of the few emerging markets to have achieved rich-world status since the second world war only two are sizeable economies – South Korea and Taiwan (the others are Singapore and Hong Kong). In the 1980s, authoritarian regimes in South Korea and Taiwan were driven by public protests to liberalise their grip on power. Intriguingly, their income levels then were roughly comparable to today’s South Africa, Brazil, Turkey and Russia.

But history does not determine the future. Commodity-rich countries such as Russia may succeed in resisting political liberalisation – as some Gulf states have managed to do. And then there is China: the Communist party has so far retained its grip on power, but average incomes ($9,000 last year) are fast-approaching the level at which the middle classes want more than just money.

The supporters of liberalisation – social, economic and political – cannot take anything for granted. But they may have time on their side.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Among these countries, which one is the poorest, in terms of per capita income?

a. Russia.

b. Brazil.

c. Turkey.

d. India.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What do we know about these countries?

a. South Africa is unique in religious conflict.

b. Russians often go to streets complaining about infrastructure.

c. Indian and Indonesian governments are being choked by fuel subsidies.

d. Brazil's protests are triggered by the poor performance of their national football team.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Two sizeable emerging economies have entered the developed world after the second world war, who are they?

a. South Korea and Taiwan.

b. Singapore and Hong Kong.

c. Brazil and Argentina.

d. China and Russia.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why do citizens of these countries "demand more"?

a. Youth unemployment is quite a problem.

b. Mobile communications and the internet make people more irritable.

c. The world economy is slowing down, especially for these countries.

d. They just want more things other than money as they get richer.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. India.




解释：D是正确答案。ABC三国的人均收入range from about $12,000-$18,000.而印度和印尼分别只有4000和5000美元。





[2]

 答案c. Indian and Indonesian governments are being choked by fuel subsidies.




解释：有宗教色彩的冲突发生在土耳其，世俗派不满埃尔多安政府的伊斯兰化政策。南非是唯一一个搞过种族隔离并深受其害的国家。吐槽公共服务和公共设施的是巴西人，他们的抗议确实跟联合会杯和世界杯足球赛有关，但导火索是公交票价上涨，激发了他们的长期不满。





[3]

 答案a. South Korea and Taiwan.




解释：A是正确答案。B只是城市，C是典型的陷入所谓“中等收入陷阱”的国家。





[4]

 答案d. They just want more things other than money as they get richer.




解释：这一说法出现了两次，一次是With their basic needs mostly satisfied, they begin to look more widely and press for everything···从更好的公共服务，到社会自由，到政治参与，再到结束警察暴力等等。第二次是History suggests that these demands are a normal corollary of economic development.





怎样让孩子赢在起点？



“不让孩子输在起跑线上”的概念在世界各地都有市场，中产阶级父母总是对孩子抱有很高期望，努力给他们提供各种优越条件。帮助父母进行早教，是不多见的能得到左右翼人士一致支持的议题。诺贝尔经济学奖得主詹姆斯·赫克曼指出，对早期教育投资的回报率是很高的——不仅对家长，对整个社会也是如此——但，早教并不等于认字母背单词。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Kate Middleton 凯特王妃

executive suite 行政套房，商务套房

enthused about 对...热心

genes 基因

foetus ['fiːtəs]胎儿

godforsaken 倒霉的，凄凉的

flashcard 教孩子用的抽认卡

neuroscience 神经系统科学

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Simon Kuper on how to raise a winning child

By Simon Kuper

There are a few simple things new parents could be told: speak to your child, read to it, sing to it



When Kate Middleton first holds her baby, she may feel what most new parents feel: “This child has unlimited potential. It can be anything it wants.”

But the feeling deceives. In fact, a person’s fate is already largely decided before birth. If the mother ate badly during pregnancy, or drank or smoked a lot, the kid probably won’t make the executive suite. More still is decided before age three. By then, the average American child of college-educated parents knows about 1,200 words, according to Harvard’s Center on the Developing Child. The average child of parents on welfare knows 400. The gap rarely closes after that. Life is unfair from the start.

Happily, though, something can be done. Wonks worldwide are getting excited about something called “early childhood development”. It’s a rare thrilling new idea that appeals to both right and left. It’s a set of policies that can give a Pakistani peasant baby an only somewhat worse start in life than Britain’s future monarch. (Declaration of interest: I’ve become so enthused about early childhood development that I’ve helped promote it as a sub-board member of George Soros’s Open Society Foundations.)

A lot of these policies aim at teaching parents. The primary influence on a child’s life is parenting, concluded the US’s National Institute of Child Health and Human Development in a mega-study in 2006. Parenting probably outweighs genes, money and school – and it may matter most before the child turns three.

The middle classes sense this. That’s why they treat pregnancy and child rearing as independent research projects. They read parenting books, do pregnancy yoga, and quarrel on chat sites about whether eating sushi harms the foetus. Middle-class parents like me can be found, exhausted, at half past bedtime, reading the evening’s third story about some godforsaken rabbit who won’t go to sleep, because we’re trying to shape our children’s brains.

Some poor parents do this. I knew a black maid in apartheid South Africa who raised her grandchildren almost single-handed, five hours from her employers’ house, and got them reading books. Several graduated from university.

However, few poor people study parenting in the obsessive middle-class way. Anyway, they usually lack time and resources. Raising children even in a two-parent middle-class family is exhausting. If I were a poor single parent of toddlers who woke me at 5am, I’d stick the TV on for hours.

Early-childhood advocates aim to help parents like these. Almost all parents want the best for their children; for instance, in a large survey by London University’s Institute of Education, 97 per cent of British mothers of children born from 2000 through 2002 said they wanted their child to go to university. Yet many have no idea how to do it. There are a few simple things new parents could be told: speak to your child a lot. Read to it, sing to it, sit on the floor when you play with it, feed it healthy stuff. Don’t smack it, because violence shapes the young child’s brain. Not all parents know these things, which is why some British kids start school unable to say “cat”. This advice could be delivered through health services, which typically deal with new mothers anyway.

And society can make bigger interventions: for instance, ensuring that mother and baby eat properly. That will develop the child’s brain, allowing him to learn at school, argues Bill Gates. Society can also send kids to preschool – not in order to study flashcards, but to learn life skills like concentration and dealing with others. James Heckman, the Nobel-winning Chicago economist, says these skills will help the child learn, and tend to translate into everything from larger incomes to avoiding jail.

. . .

For now, most societies still neglect the first three years. “California inspects cemeteries more often than childcare facilities”, notes The Raising of America, California Newsreel’s forthcoming documentary series about early childhood.

Yet investment in early childhood is growing. Advocates like Heckman argue that spending on these years has the highest return on investment. Shaping a baby is easier than saving a delinquent teenager or unemployed adult. Preschools, according to this logic, pay off more than welfare, prisons or even universities. Recent neuroscience – which suggests the brain is most malleable before age three – backs this up. The neuroscience often persuades people who dismiss sociology as leftist claptrap.

In short, early-childhood development appeals both to the left (which hates inequality) and to the right (which hates unproductive adults). Now countries from China to Brazil are expanding preschool. Barack Obama, in February’s State of the Union address, called for universal preschool in the US, saying: “In states that make it a priority to educate our youngest children … studies show students grow up more likely to … graduate high school, hold a job, form more stable families of their own. We know this works.”

Hillary Clinton, bookmakers’ favourite to succeed Obama, just launched an initiative promoting early-childhood education. It’s called, wonderfully, “Too Small To Fail”. In an age of mostly bare policy agendas, this topic isn’t going to go away.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. According to the writer, what is probably the most important factor that decides a child's future?

a. Parenting.

b. Genes.

c. Family wealth level.

d. Family social status.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Middle classes "treat pregnancy and child rearing as independent research projects", what is the best explanation?

a. It's quite costly.

b. It's quite exhausting.

c. It requires a lot of patience.

d. They read, do experiments, and argue about it.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What should the society do to ameliorate early education, according to the article?

a. Ensure that mother and baby eat well.

b. Educating parents.

c. Expand preschooling.

d. All of above.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why early-childhood development appeals both to the left and the right?

a. Because China and Brazil are doing this.

b. Because both sides believe that a child has unlimited potential.

c. Because it pays off better than welfare and prisons.

d. Because it has neuroscience foundations.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. Parenting.




解释：第四段两次强调这一结论：The primary influence on a child’s life is parenting...Parenting probably outweighs genes, money and school.





[2]

 答案d. They read, do experiments, and argue about it.




解释：显然只有D概括了各个方面。





[3]

 答案d. All of above.




解释：注意，文章一直在讲society该做什么，比如讲了索罗斯基金会的项目到比尔盖茨的建议，和希拉里发起的“Too Small To Fail”。这些事情很大程度上是由民间组织和民营机构来做的。





[4]

 答案c. Because it pays off better than welfare and prisons.




解释：作者认为B“the feeling deceives”，AD不是两派人士达成共识的原因。作者在倒数第二段总结了，左派人士憎恶“起点不平等”，右派人士憎恶成年人缺乏自食其力能力，需要依赖福利。而早教项目恰巧能让他们同时满意。





荷兰引导世界？



荷兰简直是世界的“社会实验室”了，荷兰是全球第一个同性婚姻和安乐死合法化的国家，它对软毒品的法律恐怕也是最宽松的。FT专栏作家Simon Kuper说，荷兰的立法者并非嬉皮士瘾君子，这些其实是非常务实的政策。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

pothead 瘾君子；吸食大麻者

dope 毒品

euthanasia [,juːθə'neɪzɪə]安乐死

smug 自命不凡的

marijuana [,mærɪ'hwɑːnə]大麻

soft drug/hard drug 软毒品和硬毒品，分别是可成瘾的，和不会成瘾（或成瘾性弱的）的毒品

permissive 放纵的

Alzheimer 老年痴呆症

senile 高龄的，老迈的

morphine 吗啡

pollster 民意测验者

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

How we all went Dutch

By Simon Kuper

Policy makers in Holland aren’t hippie potheads. They legalised dope because they are cold-headed realists



I’m not Dutch but, in 1976, my family moved to the Netherlands. Though my new classmates were only seven, most cycled to school alone. Later our town got “coffee shops” that sold dope legally.

I left Holland aged 16 but in 1999 I returned to spend a winter researching a book, and got addicted to a new TV show about some idiots locked in a house together. In 2001 they pioneered legal gay marriage and euthanasia.

In my youth, the Dutch thought of themselves as a “guide land”: a sort of advanced model for dimmer countries to follow. I thought this was absurdly smug, but now I see they were right. The Dutch invented much of the world of 2013: bicycles in cities, legal soft drugs and gay marriage. I suspect their next scheme to go global will be legal euthanasia.

Gay marriage has got the headlines this year, but the worldwide crumbling of the “war on drugs” is equally remarkable. It’s stunning to hear Eric Holder, the US attorney-general, say: “As the so-called ‘war on drugs’ enters its fifth decade, we need to ask whether it, and the approaches that comprise it, have truly been effective.”

They haven’t been effective. In 1998 the United Nations general assembly held a special session under the slogan, “A drug-free world. We can do it!” Since then global drugs consumption has soared. Meanwhile the “war on drugs”, launched by Richard Nixon, just keeps wreaking devastation. John Collins, an expert on drugs policy at the London School of Economics, cites a few examples: packed US prisons, Russia’s HIV epidemic, and 40 years of Latin American drugs violence.

No wonder 34 countries in the Organisation of American States agreed in June “to encourage the consideration of new approaches” to drugs. Uruguay is now creating the world’s first fully legal market for marijuana. Colorado and Washington state allow recreational pot-smoking. Other US states may soon follow. Holder wants shorter federal prison sentences for drug dealers. Another sign of the times is the recent Hollywood comedy, We’re the Millers, about a likeable pot dealer trying to move weed from Mexico to the US. Hollywood dares to play the topic for laughs because public opinion is shifting to the Dutch position.

Dutch policy makers aren’t hippie potheads. They legalised dope because they are cold-headed realists. They know that life is messy, and has no perfect solutions. When the pot epidemic of the late 1960s arrived, they sat down, held long boring discussions, and decided to manage soft drugs rather than pretend to eradicate them. By letting pot be sold legally, they could cut some criminals out of the supply chain. And legal sales-points wouldn’t sell hard drugs. An American kid who buys dope from his dealer can usually get something stronger from his dealer too; a Dutch kid can’t. Today Dutch rates of pot and heroin use are far below US levels, and drug gangs aren’t gunning each other down on Dutch bike paths. The Netherlands isn’t the permissive society. It’s the pragmatic society.

Dutch euthanasia policy may spread next. An Alzheimer’s epidemic has hit the west. From 2000 to 2010 the number of Americans dying from the disease rose 68 per cent, while deaths from most other causes fell, says the US Alzheimer’s Association. It estimates that 5.2 million Americans now have the disease. No cure is in sight.

I’ve seen Alzheimer’s up close. In the care home I know, some patients haven’t communicated for years. I’d rather die. I’d also hate to make my relatives spend years caring for my unconscious body. A care-home director told me about an old woman, who had come in with her senile husband, and said quite calmly: “I can’t cope anymore. Either you give him a room, or we’ll go home and there’s going to be a double suicide.”

Euthanasia happens everywhere, whether it’s legal or not. But as the Dutch realise, if it’s legal you can oversee it. This summer a Dutch friend of mine died a slow unstoppable death. I discovered then how bureaucratic Dutch euthanasia is: a dying patient, whose suffering is unbearable, can only get euthanasia if she clearly requests it from her doctor while of sound mind. A second doctor must then be consulted. By contrast, doctors in other countries dare not discuss euthanasia openly, and instead often arrange large doses of morphine through ambiguous conversations – sometimes with the patient’s relatives rather than with the patient herself.

The western wind may be changing for euthanasia too. Between 51 and 70 per cent of Americans now support legalisation, depending on how you phrase the question, say the pollsters Gallup. In France, president François Hollande wants it legalised this year. Opponents will shout about “death panels” killing granny. But as ever, to find out how these matters can be ordered sensibly, ask the Dutch. Sadly although they created the world of 2013, they’re not now busy creating the world of 2033. I wonder which country has taken over as the brilliant social laboratory to the world.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What do we know about the author?

a. He lived in Netherlands with his family when he was young.

b. Dutch thought themselves as “guide land” and he agrees.

c. He thinks it is unbearable to stay in the care home and do not communicate.

d. All of above


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which of the followings is more likely to happen in Holland?

a. A Dutch kid buys hard drugs from a shop under permission.

b. Rate of heroin use is slightly above the US level.

c. Violent crimes reduced due to the legalisation of drugs.

d. Pedestrian gets shot on the street during drug gangs’ fight.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why do Dutch policy makers make Euthanasia legalised in Holland?

a. They do not want the patients to suffer the unbearable pains.

b. They are realistic about the facts and realize that they can oversee it.

c. They trust the doctors in Holland and believe in their professionalism.

d. They do not think large doses of morphine are the best for the patients.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which statement is NOT TRUE according to the article?

a. Dutch have changed the western mind in regarding to gay marriage.

b. A dying patient could get euthanasia if her relatives request it from her doctor.

c. An Alzheimer patient may stay silence for years if he lives in the care home.

d. More than half of the Americans now agree to legalise Euthanasia according to the pollsters.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. All of above




解释：ABC在文中均有提及。





[2]

 答案c. Violent crimes reduced due to the legalisation of drugs.




解释：根据文中第七段，ABD均与之相悖；C正确，原文是“By letting pot be sold legally, they could cut some criminals out of the supply chain.”。





[3]

 答案b. They are realistic about the facts and realize that they can oversee it.




解释：ACD在文中没有直接说明，且并非最重要原因；B正确，如原文所说，不管是否合法，安乐死都在发生，使其合法化反而便于更有效的监控。





[4]

 答案b. A dying patient could get euthanasia if her relatives request it from her doctor.




解释：B是答案,原文：“a dying patient...can only get euthanasia if she clearly requests it from her doctor while of sound mind. A second doctor must then be consulted.”





运动不要多喝水？



对于大多数长跑运动员来说，血液中盐分含量较少所造成的威胁，在短期内甚至比血压稍高造成的威胁更加严重。大量运动之前，掌握正确安全的方法更加值得被认真对待。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

endurance 忍耐；持久[ɪn'djʊər(ə)ns; en-]

injunction 命令；劝告[ɪn'dʒʌŋ(k)ʃ(ə)n]

intake 摄取量；通风口['ɪnteɪk]

muscle cramping 肌肉痉挛

potassium [化学] 钾[pə'tæsɪəm]

bystander 旁观者；看热闹的人['baɪstændə]

sweat 使出汗[swet]

irritate 刺激['ɪrɪteɪt]

electrolyte 电解质；电解[ɪ'lektrəlaɪt]

dilute 稀释；冲淡；削弱[daɪ'l(j)uːt; dɪ-]

counterproductive 适得其反的[,kaʊntəprə'dʌktɪv]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Sweating runners must check their salt intake（578 words）

By Charles Wallace



Endurance athletes such as runners and cyclists are used to hearing injunctions to drink enough water. While staying hydrated is important, there are times when you can have too much water.

Last summer, for example, I began experiencing unusual muscle cramping in my hands and legs long after I finished a run, even the next day. Following the usual advice, I increased my water intake and ate bananas, which are full of potassium. That did not fix the problem. I then heard Jordan Metzl, a sports medicine specialist at the Hospital for Special Surgery in New York, describe how he had nearly crashed during his first Ironman race. It was a hot day, Dr Metzl recalled, and he was saved by a bearded bystander who was handing out raw salt.

If you follow medical news, you have probably heard the campaigns in the UK and the US warning about eating too much salt. It is true that there is often a lot of salt added to prepared food, and sodium can raise your blood pressure, which can lead to a heart attack.

But cyclists and runners face an entirely different problem — too little salt, says Dr Metzl, who has run 30 marathons and is the author of a medical guide for athletes called Running Strong . When it is hot and humid, most people tend to sweat a lot during exercise. Very fit athletes actually sweat more than other people, which sounds counterintuitive, but it helps cool them down.

There is also a subgroup of athletes whom Dr Metzl calls “salty sweaters”, who not only sweat more than most during exercise but also sweat much more salt. I know because I am one and my sweat is so salty it sometimes irritates my skin.

A natural reaction when you sweat is to drink more water, especially during races when there are water tables by the roadside. But if you are taking in water and not electrolytes, which include sodium, magnesium and potassium, you are making the problem worse. The water dilutes the salt in your blood, which has been reduced by your sweat.

Too little sodium in the blood can cause a condition known as hyponatraemia, which was only identified in 1985. Early symptoms of hyponatraemia are cramps of the small muscles in your hands and feet, like I had, followed by leg cramps. If the problem continues to worsen, you can become mentally disoriented and even, in extreme cases, die.

The British Journal of Sports Medicine looked at the problem and urged endurance athletes to ensure they get enough salt during exercise, but also warned that “electrolyte replacement will slow but not prevent the development of hyponatraemia if fluid intake is in gross excess of sweating rate”. In other words, do not drink too much.

Unfortunately, many of the commercial brands of electrolyte-laden sports drinks are loaded with sugar, which is counterproductive if you are running to stay in shape. Luckily there are electrolyte tablets like High5 Zero and Nuun available that contain sodium but no sugar. Take them well before you start your endurance event and after as well.

Some people may worry about raising their blood pressure by taking electrolytes; indeed, people with a heart condition should consult their doctor before taking them. But Dr Metzl says that for most endurance athletes, having too little salt in the blood poses a far greater risk than having slightly higher blood pressure for a day or two.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one are full of potassium?

a. apples

b. water

c. durians

d. bananas


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of chemical elements can raise people’s blood pressure?

a. sodium

b. potassium

c. magnesium

d. mustard


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who actually sweat more than other people in the marathon as mentioned?

a. the extremely weak men

b. the old

c. very fit people

d. women athletes


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What kind of behavior is encouraged before start endurance event in the author’s view?

a. drink enough water

b. drink High5 Zero without sugar

c. drink commercial sports drinks

d. wear less clothes


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. bananas




解释：水果中，香蕉含钾元素最多。





[2]

 答案a. sodium




解释：生活中常被建议要减少盐的食用量，因为里面的钾容易使人血压升高，mustard是芥末。





[3]

 答案c. very fit people




解释：文章中提到，非常健康的人在长跑中更加容易出汗，尽管和我们想象的不同，但是这种反应可以帮助他们在运动中降温。





[4]

 答案b. drink High5 Zero without sugar




解释：作者建议在运动前后选择无糖的High5 Zero（一种电解质泡腾片），市面上的大部分商业品牌的运动饮料含有太多糖分。





糖税真来了？饮料商哭了！



英国财政大臣奥斯本（Osborne）在其年度预算报告中正式提及向含糖饮品制造商开征糖税，打击儿童肥胖问题。而各种饮料制造商表示：能不能帮助减少小胖子我不知道，反正是更容易导致工人失业！只能说，英国为了体重问题，真的蛮拼的……

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Budget 财政预算案['bʌdʒɪt]

exempt 免税者；被免除的[ɪg'zem(p)t; eg-]

own-label 自有品牌

reformulate 改订[,ri'fɔrmjulet]

Treasury 国库；财政部['treʒ(ə)rɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Sugar tax attacked by soft-drink makers after Budget（530 words）

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu, Sarah Neville and Jim Pickard



Makers of soft drinks have criticised the imposition of a sugar tax on them, saying their industry had been singled out and that the levy is more likely to cause job losses than make children less obese.

Chancellor George Osborne said in his Budget that the tax would be introduced in 2018 and will be levied in two bands: one for total sugar content above 5 grams per 100ml and a second, higher band for the most sugary drinks with more than 8g per 100ml.

Drinks with less than 5g of sugar per 100ml will be exempt, sparing the likes of Lucozade Sport, Volvic Touch of Fruit and Morrison’s own-label lemonade.

The tax rate has yet to be decided and companies have the intervening two years to reformulate their drinks in order to minimise the tax’s impact, or avoid it altogether. Nevertheless, the Treasury expects the levy to raise £520m in the first year — money that the chancellor said would be spent on doubling funding for sport in primary schools.

Mr Osborne said he did not want to look back and say to his children’s generation: “I’m sorry. We knew there was a problem with sugary drinks. We knew it caused disease. But we ducked the difficult decisions and we did nothing.”

Ian Wright, director-general of the Food and Drink Federation, called the announcement “a piece of political theatre” and said the tax would lead to “less innovation and product reformulation, and for some manufacturers is certain to cost jobs. Nor will it make a difference to obesity.”

Analysts pointed out that sugary soft drinks are not the only type of unhealthy food and drink.

“Sugar isn’t the only unhealthy ingredient if consumed in excess,” said Daniel Lyons, indirect tax partner at Deloitte. “This arguably marks the first step towards the government tackling potentially unhealthy foods through tax measures. It’s possible that in future we will see an extension of this in tax to other foods that also potentially encourage unhealthy eating.”

Gavin Partington, director-general of the British Soft Drinks Association, said it was unfair to single out the industry. Soft drinks were the “only category in the food and drink sector which has consistently reduced sugar intake in recent years: down 13.6 per cent since 2012. By contrast, sugar and calorie intake from all other major take-home food categories is increasing, which makes the targeting of soft drinks simply absurd,” he said.

However, Simon Stevens, head of NHS England, who has been among those exerting pressure on government, said: “This bold and welcome action will send a powerful signal and incentivise soft drinks companies to act on the health consequences of their products.”

High-profile campaigners include Jamie Oliver, the celebrity chef who had urged the prime minister to “be brave” and implement a levy. He posted on Instagram after the chancellor’s announcement: “We did it! A sugar levy on sugary sweetened drinks . . . A profound move that will ripple around the world.”

The food and drinks industry cites evidence that a sugar tax woulds not change consumer behaviour to anything like the degree to which its supporters claim of similar taxes imposed in Mexico and France.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When the sugar tax would be introduced as Osborne said?

a. 2017

b. 2016

c. 2018

d. 2010


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How to spend the money about £520m as the chancellor said?

a. to solve the financial crisis

b. to adjust students’ diet

c. to double funding for sport in universities

d. to encourage primary students to strengthen the sport


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to describe the tax action from Gavin Partington, the director-general of the British Soft Drinks Association?

a. welcome

b. brave

c. unfair

d. difficult


[3]
 
 
答案



4. People in which country may face the sugar tax now?

a. America

b. France

c. Canada

d. India


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. 2018




解释：两年后英国将对软性饮料征收糖税，对100毫升含有5公克糖的饮料征税，当地每罐可乐通常含有5茶匙的糖，有的甚至13茶匙。





[2]

 答案d. to encourage primary students to strengthen the sport




解释：预计一年会收到5.3亿英镑，这些钱将用于加强小学生学校的运动活动上。





[3]

 答案c. unfair




解释：Partington 表示对行业征收糖税是不公平的，饮料业是近年来唯一注意减少含糖量的行业，而其他都在上升。





[4]

 答案b. France




解释：文章提及墨西哥和法国已经有向含糖饮品和汽水征税。





离不开的聊天应用？



你每天有多少时间是用在聊天应用上的？除了聊天，这些应用还能做什么让你越来越无法离开？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Lucha Libre 墨西哥摔角

exotic 异国的[ɪg'zɒtɪk]

tenuous 稀薄的；贫乏的['tenjʊəs]

demographic 人口统计学的[,demə'græfɪk]

manual 手工的；手册 ['mænjʊ(ə)l]

telegram 电报['telɪgræm]

holy grail 圣杯；必杀技

latched on to 理解

postmodern 后现代的[pəʊst'mɒdn]

saturated 饱和的['sætʃəreɪtɪd]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Talking Tech: messaging apps to boost your bubble（642 words）

By Jonathan Margolis



Any connection between Bournemouth in England and Mexican Lucha Libre — essentially rule-free wrestling in exotic masks or occasionally in drag — is likely to be tenuous.

Yet it is at a business park near Bournemouth Airport that one of the most apopular phone chat apps in Latin America, Versy, is engineered. And it is on this product of Dorset’s tech hub that thousands-strong groups of Lucha Libre fans all over the Hispanic diaspora discuss the sport and other topics of mutual interest.

Although close to 200m Latin Americans have Versy on their phones, few outside its demographic have probably heard of it or its Swiss-owner, Myriad.

Messaging is an insanely big business that nobody predicted.

At an Orange press conference in London 20 years ago, someone asked if we tech journalists had heard of SMS. We hadn’t. They explained that it was a function hidden in Nokia phone manuals whereby users could type short messages to one another.

I wondered what the point would be of reverting to, in effect, telegrams, now we had the futuristic holy grail — portable Batphones to talk to any other Batphone in the world?

But Orange had noticed millions of these sparse messages being carried on its network. They believed British children had discovered it as a way of talking in class without talking.

It was years before America latched on to SMS. If a Brit said, “I’ll text you” in the US at that time, it evinced a blank look.

Now, however, we are where we are. In the era of WhatsApp, no young person makes phone calls. Even classic SMS has been eclipsed, and with post-SMS messaging, a new linguistic culture has grown up.

Texting has also moved into a postmodern, post-text mode. With Snapchat and Instagram pictures replace language. Then there are emoji. Childlike? Perhaps. Yet I know people in their 20s of PhD-level intelligence who communicate almost entirely by emoji.

In China, meanwhile, young adults predominantly use WeChat to send short recorded messages, thus looping the loop back to voice, but in a newly inconvenient form, more like push-to-talk radio.

You might imagine that in a world where messaging apps used by millions but can remain largely unknown, the market is saturated.

But there are signs that messaging is still growing. At Facebook’s annual developer conference next month, code is expected to be released that will allow functions like ordering a taxi to be done from its messenger feature without the effort of opening a taxi app — you will just text an intelligent robot to get you a cab.

Then there are new and potentially big messaging apps emerging. Without looking hard I have stumbled on three in just a couple of weeks.

From a room behind a Subway store in San Francisco’s SoMa district, a start-up headed by Silicon Valley veteran David Temkin, an engineer on Apple’s original mobile product, Newton, last week launched Cola.

Cola allows users to create communication “bubbles” for groups to collaborate in specific real time tasks. At one time you might have a bubble running for friends organising a night out, another for colleagues setting up a business meeting and so on. It may sound superfluous, but see it in action, and it works.

Six thousand miles away, in a co-working space above Wimbledon Library in south London, a team is working on Kapa (Maori for “team”), an app for organisations such as sports clubs to huddle, discuss team selections, tactics — and collect subscriptions. Seems a sound idea.

Too many messaging apps for one world? Maybe. But, as Cola’s Temkin says: “Messaging is not a winner-takes-all thing.

“People don’t feel the need to displace one app with another. They are getting comfortable and familiar with the idiom and with having several messaging apps for quite different purposes.”

The evidence suggests he is on the money with that.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the Versy as mentioned?

a. a phone chat app

b. a business park

c. a popular airport

d. a Lucha Libre fan


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who had noticed the sparse messages being carried on its network?

a. SMS

b. WhatsApp

c. Orange

d. Versy


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who communicate almost entirely by emoji as mentioned?

a. adults higher diploma

b. children

c. teenagers

d. undergraduates


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the status of messaging market in author ' s opinion?

a. saturated

b. potential

c. stale

d. unpredictable


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. a phone chat app




解释：Versy是目前很流行的一款手机聊天应用。





[2]

 答案c. Orange




解释：最先注意到这一商机的是Orange 股份有限公司。SMS指短讯服务（Short Messaging Service）





[3]

 答案a. adults higher diploma




解释：根据原文“in their 20s of PhD-level intelligence”的表述可推断出正确答案。





[4]

 答案b. potential




解释：作者认为这一市场还正在成长，并用Facebook的叫车功能等佐证，不仅仅是聊天应用。





任天堂:不用马里奥兄弟，用实力



当前，任天堂以社交体验为核心的首款手游Miitomo仅在日本ITunes App Store上架，首发3天后便吸引了100万玩家，迅速蹿升至免费应用排行榜的榜首。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

whimsical 古怪的；反复无常的['wɪmzɪk(ə)l]

foray 突袭；侵略['fɒreɪ]

reignited 再次点燃；重新激起[riːɪg'naɪt]

avatars 替身；形象化符号[,ævə'tɑ:s]

lacklustre 无光泽的；无生气的['læk,lʌstə]

blockbuster 巨型炸弹；一鸣惊人者['blɒkbʌstə]

currency 货币；通货['kʌr(ə)nsɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Nintendo surges on smartphone app release（423words）

By Leo Lewis in Tokyo



Shares in Nintendo surged on Tuesday after the Kyoto-based company revealed that a whimsical smartphone app widely expected to be a flop had been downloaded more than 1m times in three days.

The traffic on Japan’s largest video game fan websites suggested said the early success of Nintendo’s first foray into mobile gaming had reignited excitement over the six other smartphone titles that the company has promised by March 2017.

The surprise explosion of popularity for Miitomo, a social networking app that creates cartoon avatars from its users’ photographs and allows users to play simple games, prompted analysts to reassess the prospects of a company that has fallen out of favour with investors since last summer.

Since August, Nintendo had begun to disappoint investors with lacklustre sales of its Wii U console. But the frustration peaked last October when the company — after months of build-up — announced Miitomo as its debut smartphone title.

In spite of Nintendo’s history of creating blockbusters for handheld devices and home consoles, the company has been reluctant to venture into smartphone gaming where it would lose the control over hardware it has always cherished.

But in 2015 it decided that it could no longer remain out of the market — particularly with the domestic Japanese mobile game market worth an estimated $8bn in 2015, the largest in the world ahead of the US and China.

Both stock investors and Nintendo’s global fan base had been hoping that the games maker would adopt a “shock and awe” strategy as it entered mobile gaming. Many predicted it would draw on an intellectual property treasure chest that includes Mario, Donkey Kong, Zelda and other blockbuster-generating characters.

Instead, said analysts, the company appeared to be using Miitomo to build up a global membership for its smartphone-based My Nintendo club ahead of the launch of more traditional games-type apps.

Nintendo’s shares jumped 8.1 per cent shortly after Nintendo tweeted that Miitomo had hit the 1m download mark in Japan. Launched domestically on March 17, the app is scheduled for release in 16 other markets by the end of the month, and analysts expect it to attract 50m worldwide downloads by the time its popularity peaks.

Shares in DeNA, which is partnered with Nintendo on its mobile gaming strategy and is seen as an expert in monetising entertainment apps, climbed 6.5 per cent. Miitomo users can enhance their characters’ appearance with clothes and other items purchased using a virtual currency or secured by winning a mini-game. Supplies of virtual currency can be topped-up with real money.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When Nintendo had begun to disappoint investors with lacklustre sales of its Wii U console?

a. March 2017

b. August 2015

c. March 2016

d. October 2015


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is Nintendo’s attitude to venture into smartphone gaming before 2015?

a. reluctant

b. pleased

c. nervous

d. furious


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What made Nintendo decide to join the mobile game market as mentioned?

a. huge domestic market

b. fierce competition from the US

c. China's invitation

d. inventor's advice


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How many countries are in the Miitomo online plan by the end of the month?

a. 15

b. 17

c. 16

d. 22


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. August 2015




解释：去年八月，Wii U的销量已经开始让投资者感到失望。





[2]

 答案a. reluctant




解释：尽管该公司一直不愿涉足手游，但由于失去了其珍视的硬件游戏机销售优势也不得不妥协了。





[3]

 答案a. huge domestic market




解释：2015年日本是全球最大的手机游戏市场，甚至超过了美国和中国。





[4]

 答案c. 16




解释：任天堂计划在3月内在16个国家上线Miitomo





AI聊天机器人：太快“学坏”被“下岗”



由微软开发的人工智能聊天机器人Tay被设定为十几岁的女孩，在Twitter上和人聊天、讲故事。然而不到24小时，她就被“教坏”了，成为一个反犹太人、性别歧视、种族歧视于一身的“不良少女”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

chatbot 聊天机器人

racist 种族主义的['reɪsɪst]

xenophobic 仇视外国人的[,zino'fobɪk]

backfired 事与愿违的['bæk'faɪrd]

conspiracy 阴谋；共谋[kən'spɪrəsɪ]

rogue 流氓；小淘气[rəʊg]

totalitarianism 极权主义[,təʊtælɪ'teərɪənɪzəm]

atheism 无神论['eɪθɪɪz(ə)m]

auto-generate 自动生成

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Microsoft pulls Twitter bot Tay after racist tweets（547words）

By Daniel Thomas in London



Microsoft has been forced to take down an artificially intelligent “chatbot” it has set loose on Twitter after its interactions with humans led it to start tweeting racist, sexist and xenophobic commentary.

The chatbot, named Tay, is a computer designed by Microsoft to respond to questions and conversations on Twitter in an attempt to engage the millennials market in the US.

However, the tech group’s attempts spectacularly backfired after the chatbot was encouraged to use racist slurs, troll a female games developer and to endorse Hitler and conspiracy theories over the 9/11 terrorist attack. A combination of Twitter users, online pranksters, and an insufficiently sensitive filters led it to go rogue and force Microsoft to shut it down within hours of setting it live.

Tweets reported to be from Tay, which have since been deleted, included: “bush did 9/11 and Hitler would have done a better job than the monkey we have now. donald trump is the only hope we’ve got”, and “Ricky gervais learned totalitarianism from adolf hitler, the inventor of atheism”. It appeared to endorse genocide, deny the Holocaust and refer to one woman as a “stupid whore”.

Given that it was designed to learn from the humans it encountered, Tay’s conversion to extreme racism and genocide may not be the best advertisement for the Twitter community in the week the site celebrated its 10th anniversary.

Tay was developed by Microsoft to experiment with conversational understanding using its artificial intelligence technology. It is aimed at 18 to 24 year olds, according to Microsoft’s online introduction, “through casual and playful conversation”.

Tay is described as a “fam from the internet that’s got zero chill! The more you talk the smarter Tay gets”, with people encouraged to ask it to play games and tell stories and jokes. Instead, many people took to asking controversial questions that were repeated by Tay.

The chatbot has since been stood down, signing off with a jaunty: “Phew. Busy day. Going offline for a while to absorb it all. Chat soon.”

The controversial tweets have been removed from Tay’s timeline.

Microsoft said it would make “some adjustments to Tay”.

“The AI chatbot Tay is a machine learning project, designed for human engagement. As it learns, some of its responses are inappropriate and indicative of the types of interactions some people are having with it,” Microsoft said.

Tay uses data provided in conversations to search for responses and create simple personalised profiles. Microsoft said responses were generated from relevant public data and by using AI and editorial developed by a staff including improvisational comedians. “That data has been modelled, cleaned and filtered by the team developing Tay,” it said.

Interactions between companies and the public on Twitter have a habit of spinning out of control, such as with the misuse of corporate hashtags to highlight bad practices by the company.

Automated feeds have also become a problem in the past. Habitat, the furniture retailer, attempted to use trending topics to boost traffic to its website but inadvertently tweeted about Iranian politics.

Similarly, the New England Patriots celebrated reaching 1m followers by allowing people to auto-generate images of jerseys featuring their Twitter handles, including very offensive ones.

Google has had to tweak its search engine after its auto complete feature generated racist suggestions.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is the chatbot Tay’s test site?

a. Britain

b. Canada

c. America

d. China


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What did Microsoft do to Tay after its xenophobic commentary?

a. updated system

b. apologized publicly

c. setting another one live

d. shut it down


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How old is Twitter now?

a. 15 years old

b. 10 years old

c. 7 years old

d. not mentioned


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who has had to tweak its search engine about racist suggestions?

a. Google

b. Similarly

c. Habitat

d. Microsoft


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. America




解释：微软表示聊天机器人Tay还在测试阶段，在美国主要针对18至24岁之间的用户。





[2]

 答案d. shut it down




解释：微软公司不得不暂时将其下线，并表示正针对Tay的行为“进行一些调整”。





[3]

 答案b. 10 years old




解释：原文中针对Twitter的“10th anniversary”可推断出它已经10岁了。





[4]

 答案a. Google




解释：自动生成的内容在过去也产生过麻烦，在文末的举例中，针对搜索引擎做出调整的是谷歌公司。





生产率究竟有多重要



克鲁格曼有句名言：生产率不是一切，但是长期来看，它几乎就是一切。最近三年，英国的这一指标竟然每年下降1.2%，这是怎么回事，该怎么应对？德日等发达国家的表现又是如何？FT经济评论员布里坦(Samuel Brittan)做出了分析。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

dunce 傻瓜，劣学生

crawl 爬行

sermon 布道

jargon 行话，术语

incremental capital to output ratio 增量资本产出比率，即要得到一个单位的产出，需要投入多少资本

groan 呻吟

pull one's socks up 努力

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Yes, productivity matters – but it is not everything

By Samuel Brittan

There is nothing wrong with the US economy a measure of redistribution would not put right



Economists are often accused of an obsessive preoccupation with real gross national or gross domestic product, two closely related measures of national output. These measures have their uses. They show that, among advanced industrial countries, the US has made the most impressive (but still modest) recovery from the pre-crisis peak of 2007-08. The UK remains below that peak, sharing the dunce’s cap with the euro area.

Nevertheless, promoting GDP at all costs would be an insane objective for long-term economic policy. GDP would be maximised by opening a country’s frontiers and promoting mass immigration. Maybe some of the immigrants would be unemployed or, in other ways, be a charge on social security. But, so long as there is a net addition to the labour force, the country’s GDP would almost certainly rise, however overcrowded and unbearable the country might be to inhabit.

A less bad approximation might be GDP per worker. But even that borders on the absurd – for it might be maximised by compulsory increases in working hours at the expense of leisure.

A better measure might be GDP per hour worked, often known as productivity. This at least does not foreclose the choice between work and leisure, which as far as modern production methods allow should be left to individual choice. I have been aided in examining the record here by a thoroughgoing piece of research by independent economist Andrew Smithers.

In the past 20 years, output per hour has grown by an average of 1.5-2 per cent per year in the leading industrial countries. But in the three years to the beginning of 2013 there has been a major reversal. US productivity has on this measure slowed to a crawl of 0.3 per cent growth per year, and the UK has achieved a magnificent average of minus 1.2 per cent. Germany and Japan are not doing all that well, but are at least in positive territory.

Do these dismal figures just reflect the slow recovery from recession of the two English-speaking countries, which will be reversed if recovery continues and gathers pace; or has there been a fundamental change for the worse? Mr Smithers fears the latter. Like most modern economists, he concentrates on quantifiable relationships. The most easily quantifiable aspect is the relation between investment and productivity growth. But despite the sermons on his subject from leftwing political economists, from UK Prime Minister Harold Wilson onwards, there is little long-term relationship between investment and growth.

It is worth concentrating instead, if the reader will excuse one piece of jargon, on the incremental capital to output ratio, or ICOR. This measures how much investment is required to produce a unit increase in output. Thus the lower the ICOR, the greater the apparent efficiency of the economy. ICORs are best estimated over long periods to reduce business cycle influences. On this measure, the US and the UK seem, surprisingly, far more efficient than Japan and Germany over a 20-year period, whether one looks at total or just business investment. But in the three years to the beginning of 2013, there has been a dramatic reversal by this measure, too. US ICORs have been lower than those of Japan and Germany, whereas British ICORs have shot up right out of the page.

Looking at intermediate periods, Mr Smithers fears that the rise in the US ICOR is more than a passing phase and that the productivity of new US capital has halved. Taking into account both productivity trends and the likely growth of the US labour force, he believes that the current US recovery will soon run into an inflation barrier and that the optimism of mainstream opinion at the US Federal Reserve is misplaced.

Where I differ from Mr Smithers is in the policy conclusions. The US is by far the richest country in world history. The Financial Times books section is nevertheless groaning with treatises on how US business needs to pull its socks up. But suppose good advice is not followed? There is nothing wrong with the US economy that a measure of redistribution towards both the less well-paid and public services would not put right. Some suggest this reallocation has gone further than generally realised but still has a good way to go.

Output per hour in the British economy is, however, still far below that of the US, and the ordinary British citizen would benefit from an approximation of performance towards American levels. This may require fundamental changes along the lines put forward by management experts and efficiency gurus. But I would try a bit of Keynesianism as well. How far the form of forward guidance set out by Mark Carney, governor of the Bank of England, may indirectly help in this direction by underpinning the current recovery is a matter I hope to discuss next month.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is "productivity", accoeding to the article?

a. GDP growth rate.

b. GDP per capita.

c. GDP per worker.

d. GDP per hour worked.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is correct about incremental capital to output ratio, known as ICOR?

a. The higher the ratio, the higher the economic efficiency.

b. US's ICOR is lower than Japan and Germany.

c. Britain's economic efficiency is relatively enhancing.

d. ICOR is not a good measure of long term performance.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Economist Smithers fears "fundamental change for the worse", what is it?

a. That the rising ICOR for US is permanent.

b. That the US capital investment is not enough.

c. That the population of US is ageing fast.

d. That the Fed might not have the ability to help the economy.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. "Productivity is not everything" means?

a. It ignores the choice beteen work and leisure.

b. Economies should invest to boost productivity.

c. The efficiency of investment in UK is alarmingly low.

d. Demographic changes could threaten productivity.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. GDP per hour worked.




解释：这是作者在文章前几段解释的。





[2]

 答案b. US's ICOR is lower than Japan and Germany.




解释：以20年的维度来看，英美的经济效率要高于德日，因为它们的ICOR要更低。但是2010-12年这三年，英国的这一指标已经远远超过这三个国家了。ICOR很适合进行长期比较，因为它可以不受经济周期的影响。





[3]

 答案a. That the rising ICOR for US is permanent.




解释：史密瑟斯担心两件事：一是美国资本投资产出大大降低了，二是美国这种降低不是暂时的。他担心的不是投资减少，而是投资效益降低。再加上人口的问题（当然美国的老龄化速度并不很快），美国的经济复苏可能要碰到屏障。





[4]

 答案c. The efficiency of investment in UK is alarmingly low.




解释：生产率很重要，但是如何提高它呢？如果投入大量的资本也无法提升它怎么办？这就是本文试图提请读者思考的问题。





中产阶级：我们是谁？



"We are what we do"曾经是对中产阶级的标准描述，但由于种种原因，这种身份与职业的关系不再密不可分。那么，中产阶级的身份靠什么来定义？“我们是谁”的问题重要吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

erudite 博学的，饱学之士

completion anxiety 一定要完成某事的强迫症

meticulous 一丝不苟的，拘泥小节的

barrister 大律师，在英国、澳大利亚、香港等普通法制度的国家或地区的“讼务律师”，有别于“事务律师”，只有前者能出庭发言。

distill 蒸馏、净化

amoral 非道德的，超道德的

psychopath 精神病患者

gregarious 群居的，（善于）社交的

beery 啤酒的，醉醺醺的

copywriter 广告等文案人员

geriatric 老年病人

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

The great middle-class identity crisis

By Simon Kuper

‘Fewer stay in the same profession for life. We are ceasing to be our jobs’



Ionce had dinner in San Francisco with a group of independent bookshop owners. How, I asked them, do people end up running their own bookshops? Oh, they said, there was a set route, pretty much the equivalent of taking holy orders.

It went like this: you are writing a graduate thesis. You start working in a bookshop to make a bit of cash. Your thesis tails off. You increase your hours in the shop. Eventually the ageing bookshop owner forces you to take over the thing. This is a profession of erudite drifters with completion anxiety.

That’s been the middle-class experience for ever: people have a professional identity. We are what we do. We choose professions that suit our identity, and then those professions enhance our identity. Meticulous types become accountants, and then accountancy makes them even more meticulous. Men in particular have always defined themselves partly through their work. But that era is ending. With the economic crisis and technological change (robots are taking over the world), ever fewer of us have satisfying jobs or stay in the same profession for life. People are ceasing to be their jobs. That is forcing them to find new identities.

I’ve spent years doing amateur research into professional identity. A barrister distilled the essential characteristics of his profession for me: “You have to plead whichever side of the case happens to hire you, so you need to be amoral. And then you have to be persuasive. It’s the profile of a psychopath.” A former journalist who fled into investment banking gave me his take on bankers: “People who are interested in money, usually because they grew up without much.”

Politicians are despised but in my experience they tend to be friendly and gregarious. When I once accidentally stumbled into a room full of leftwing politicians from around the world, I noticed something else: they almost all looked good. These are the people confident enough to enter de facto popularity contests and have their faces enlarged on to posters.

Professional identities change over time. When I entered journalism 20 years ago, it was quite beery. Then the internet arrived and required nonstop writing for falling pay. Nowadays journalists seem to be strivers and, increasingly, women. (The fastest way to feminise a profession is to reduce pay.)

Academia used to attract people who liked ideas. But with the decline of grand theory, and the pressure to publish endless papers, academics now tend to be hardworking types willing to devote their lives to minuscule specialities.

(In Dutch slang, this type of person is known as “an ant-lover”: someone obsessed with tiny things.) Other professions are being destroyed by technology. When one of the bookshop owners asked me that night to name my favourite bookshop and I stupidly answered, “Amazon,” she replied: “Aargh.” Journalism is being replaced by PR.

The victims of these changes lose their professional identities. This happens to most advertising copywriters, for instance, after about age 40. In these cases, the person’s story about who they are suddenly collapses. That’s one reason why unemployed people tend to be unhappy. Any sudden change in job status also confuses friends and family.

We middle classes are simply experiencing what the working classes have been through since the 1970s. Miners and factory workers had hard, unpleasant jobs but these jobs conferred identity – in part precisely because they were hard. Today most working-class jobs entail serving people: pouring coffee, driving taxis or looking after toddlers or geriatrics. But it’s difficult to construct an identity from servile work. In one sequence of the Peanuts cartoon, Snoopy is a “World famous grocery checkout clerk”. He always starts enthusiastically then gets disillusioned. “Sigh. Seven hours and 40 minutes to go …” he’ll say, or: “It’s hard being a world famous grocery clerk.”

A class divide separates people who choose their job from people who don’t. Today’s young people mostly don’t. If they have work, it’s often servile. That means they have to define themselves without the benefit of professional identity. Many do it through consumption: you are your Mac or your favourite kind of coffee. Social media offer other strategies. On Twitter, you get 160 characters to write your biography – in essence, to state your identity. Younger people often just name their favourite sports teams or bands, or use a tag such as: “The only thing stopping me from being pure white trash is my lack of motivation.”

white trash refers to poor white people who are seen as criminal, unpredictable and with no respect for authority.

For many of these people, their Twitter account or Facebook page is their identity. It’s the place where they present themselves to the world. These sites have taken off partly because our other identities have weakened – or, as the sociologist Zygmunt Bauman puts it, have become “liquid”. People once defined themselves by their job, church, nation and family. But in these secular, jobless, globalised times when ever more of us live alone, we are no longer very sure who we are.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. "We are what we do", since when?

a. Since the rise of the middle class.

b. Since the industrial revolution.

c. Since the emergence of the internet.

d. Since always.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. "People are ceasing to be their jobs", why is it?

a. Professions no longer enhance our identity.

b. The economic crisis changes everything.

c. Fewer people hold the same profession for life.

d. It's getting ever harder to be accountants or academics.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When a bookshop owner asked the writer what was his favorite bookshop, he replied "Amazon", why?

a. It was a slip of the tongue.

b. Amazon is indeed his favorite bookshop.

c. Online stores are threatening brick and mortar stores.

d. New technology is eliminating the professional identity of bookshop keepers.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How do people without a professional identity do?

a. Find a servile job.

b. Accept being called "trash".

c. Use Mac and drink coffee.

d. Establish identity through social media.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. Since always.




解释：第三段中作者说，That’s been the middle-class experience for ever.而ABC都是干扰项，文章中没有提到自从这个时候人们的身份与职业息息相关，也没用提到在这个之前就不是这样。





[2]

 答案c. Fewer people hold the same profession for life.




解释：A只是重复了问句，没有回答原因。经济危机和科技进步威胁人们的工作稳定性，让人们开始寻找新的工作，这就是C的原因，回答了问题。





[3]

 答案b. Amazon is indeed his favorite bookshop.




解释：CD是很有欺骗性的干扰项，如果问“亚马逊这个回答说明了什么”，就可以选CD，如果问为什么他不假思索的回答“亚马逊”，那显然是因为他最喜欢买书的地方的确是这里。





[4]

 答案d. Establish identity through social media.




解释：显然D正确。





做吃货，得幸福？



对好些北欧孩子来说，成长教会他们的是：“食物是难以忍受的东西”。柏林墙的倒塌促进了全球化，而全球化会改善食物的口味，更好的食物则增加了人们的幸福指数。在一些“恨不得与美食为敌”的国家，吃货也越来越多了，难怪在这些地方，各国风味餐馆和美食节目如雨后春笋一样出现。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bland/tedious 乏味的

ethnic food 民族风味菜

dour 严厉的，冷酷的

epitomise 典型代表

Amartya Sen 印度经济学家，诺奖得主阿玛蒂亚·森

tandoori 唐杜里烹饪法，用泥炉炭火烹饪食物，已成为印度美食的著名做法

foodie 美食家，吃货

rhapsodize 创作狂想曲

burrito bowl 墨西哥沙拉

toddle 东倒西歪地走路

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

An everyday taste of happiness

By Simon Kuper

‘The fastest-growing demographic category from Britain to China today is ‘cheese bores’’



Twenty years ago I was hanging around a friend’s kitchen as dinnertime approached. “Let me cook for you,” he offered. “I don’t want to put you to any trouble,” I said. “No trouble at all,” he replied, and in one graceful movement he leaned back in his chair, lifted a tin of baked beans from the shelf above his head, emptied them into a saucepan and turned on the gas. That was dinner.

To grasp how daily life in most western countries has improved in recent decades, food is the perfect case study. True, we have all got fatter. True, we eat too much processed stuff. True, with food prices rising and incomes falling since 2007, poor people can barely afford enough to eat. And yet for most westerners, tastier food now provides everyday happiness to a degree unimaginable when I was growing up.

Back then, most Europeans and North Americans ate bland food daily. Going to a restaurant was a rare treat. There was little ethnic food around – certainly no sushi in the supermarket. A friend of mine raised in a small Dutch town in the 1970s recalls that whereas all their neighbours ate meat and potatoes every evening, his family were considered snobs because they ate meat and rice.

A few mothers and grandmothers produced wonderful home cooking, the stuff of nostalgia today. But most northern European children grew up regarding meals as something to endure. To quote the hysterical English schoolmaster in Pink Floyd’s album The Wall (1979): “If you don’t eat yer meat, you can’t have any pudding! How can you have any pudding if you don’t eat yer meat?”

In those postwar decades, attitudes to most goods were utilitarian: nobody needed sensory pleasures. A woman from Gillingham, in Kent, told me that her childhood was made less happy by the ugly surroundings. Tedious eating had the same effect.

Food was possibly even dourer in communist Europe. The summer after the Berlin Wall fell, I lodged with a family in an east German village. Every evening we had pork, potatoes and beer. It got boring within a week – let alone a lifetime.

No wonder East Germans craved the exotic. In 1966 Rolf Anschütz, a restaurateur in a small Thuringian town who had never been to Japan, began serving Japanese food. (You’d have thought that East Germany lagged in exotic cuisine but, in fact, London in 1966 had zero Japanese or Thai restaurants.) By 1989, when the Wall fell, several hundred thousand East Germans had eaten Anschütz’s Japanese meals.

The fall of the Wall accelerated globalisation, and globalisation tends to improve cooking. Our food has kept getting more exotic. The number of Indian restaurants in Britain, for instance, has gone from 1,200 in 1970 to about 9,000 today. (Indian food, incidentally, epitomises globalisation: chilli reached India from Portugal, tandoori from west Asia, and curry powder, bizarrely, from England, writes Amartya Sen.) Gradually, more westerners came to regard food as more than just fuel. On April 14 1999, Jamie Oliver presented his first cookery show on BBC television. A new generation of “foodies” was born.

The word conjures up images of bearded Brooklynites queueing at food trucks. The “food renaissance” is indeed linked to class, and therefore encourages status displays: the fastest-growing demographic category from Britain to China today is “cheese bores”.

However, tastier eating isn’t only an elite phenomenon. Enjoying food doesn’t have to mean buying £25 chickens or banging on about Amazonian vegetables. Great masses of people now watch cookery shows on TV. They don’t all then cook the dishes but they must be influenced. Often they consume the foods in simplified or snack forms: in coffee shops, or as ready-made supermarket meals. There’s even a “fresh fast food” phenomenon. Recent TV commercials for Taco Bell in the US, for instance, feature the celebrity chef Lorena Garcia rhapsodising about “beautiful ingredients” while preparing a “burrito bowl” in her kitchen. This sort of thing is easy to mock but these foods are probably tastier than, say, the Wonder Bread that used to be an American staple.

Immigration is bringing good ethnic foods even to poorer neighbourhoods. And until the current spike in prices, food had been getting cheaper for decades. Americans on average now spend just a 10th of their disposable income on food, says the US Department of Agriculture. That is around the lowest level in human history. Most westerners can now afford to think about food as a source of everyday happiness.

I live in Paris, where this attitude has been taken for granted for centuries. Every lunchtime I toddle to one of dozens of restaurants around my work-flat, and sit down alone to a two-course meal. Often it’s the highlight of my day. Once, over dinner with expat friends, we debated the question: would we stay in Paris if the food was bad? Nah, we concluded. I may never leave this city, so the quest for happiness through food has shaped my life.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Many Europeans ate boring food, which of the following nation is not among them?

a. The Dutch.

b. The Nordic.

c. The British.

d. The French.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. There used to be few ethnic food restaurants in some western countries, why?

a. The income level was low in the post-war ear.

b. Few people had ever been abroad.

c. People held a utilitarian view toward food.

d. Food processing industry was not yet developed.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why tastier eating is not only for the elites?

a. Food price/income level is low enough.

b. Cookery shows are everywhere.

c. Immigration is making ethnic foods reachable.

d. All of above.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What do we know about the writer, according to the article?

a. He likes Paris, especially its food.

b. Gastronomy is his source of happiness.

c. He likes cooking himself.

d. Indian food is his favorite.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. The French.




解释：70年代的荷兰人竟然觉得别人吃米饭是“势利小人”，北欧的很多孩子成长过程中就认为吃饭是一件必须要忍受的事。





[2]

 答案c. People held a utilitarian view toward food.




解释：食品能果腹就行了，nobody needed sensory pleasures，是他们当时的观念。事实上，欧洲人的收入仍是很高的，而不讲究饭菜质量则是出了名的。那个从未出过国的东德人开了日本餐馆，马上门庭若市。D与饭馆无关。





[3]

 答案d. All of above.




解释：ABC都正确。





[4]

 答案b. Gastronomy is his source of happiness.




解释：从他和朋友的讨论可以看出，如果没有美食，他们绝不会住在巴黎的。CD文章都未提到。





电子阅读vs纸质阅读



随着人们在电子设备上的阅读需求的爆炸式增长，“无纸化时代是否会到来”就成了一个有趣的讨论话题。那么，电子设备会取代纸张吗？电子阅读与纸质阅读各有什么优缺点？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

cockpit 驾驶座舱

novel thoughts 新颖的想法

thump 重击

heft 重量

immerse 沉浸

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Does reading on screen beat paper?

By Rhymer Rigby, FT WORKING SMARTER columnist



American Airlines completed its transition to “paperless cockpits” this year, after giving pilots iPads in place of the 3,000-plus pages of documents and manuals they used to carry.

At professional services group PwC, meanwhile, staff must walk to a printer and enter a passcode to produce their hard copy – an extra step that was designed to cut the waste created by uncollected printouts.

If the paperless workplace is finally arriving, as these examples suggest, it is worth asking whether there is a difference between reading on screens and on paper – and whether all screens are created equal.

Anne Mangen, an associate professor at the University of Stavanger in Norway who specialises in reading, says the answer depends on the complexity of the content and the type of screen.

For skimming a short message, the medium may not matter, adds Maryanne Wolf, director of the Center for Reading and Language Research at Tufts University in the US.

But a screen is not necessarily best suited to “deep” reading, where the aim is to pick up more insight and come up with novel thoughts. In this situation, she says: “Paper seems to offer some advantages.”

This fits with what most people would say intuitively – that they would be happy reading a few articles on their iPhone, but would not want to read a long report on it.

However, there are other factors too. An obvious one is your environment: in low light an iPad may be a good choice, while in bright sunlight an e-ink Kindle or paper will carry the day. There is also your own history of screens – the more you have used them the more chance there is that you like them. Even so, studies suggest some “digital natives” sometimes do better with paper.

The “feel” of what you are reading can be a surprisingly important consideration too. A chunky report lands on your desk with an authoritative thump whereas a PDF does not.

People may absorb the intimidating printed report more effectively because its heft primes them to work harder. “There are some indications that people approach paper with different expectations,” says Prof Mangen.

Paper’s other great plus is that it allows very natural note-taking. Of course, electronic devices also allow annotation. But Prof Mangen says they can be restrictive: “When people make notes on paper, it’s not about picking choices from a [computer] template. They use their own systems.”

They may also have a more intuitive feel for where important passages are in a paper document.

A dash of pragmatism is necessary. If it is a choice between reading something on a smartphone and not reading it all then just squint and bear it.

But if you really need to immerse yourself, paper may still be best. “My personal feeling is that paper is better for deep, focused reading, especially if you grew up with it,” says Prof Wolf.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is(are) the advantage(s) of screen reading?

a. It's more convenient to carry.

b. It costs lower.

c. It's available even without light.

d. All of above.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of psychological effect does paper have?

a. Paper enables natural note-taking.

b. Paper files can prompt people to work harder.

c. Paper is better for deep reading.

d. Papar can allow people remember the location of certain pages.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What does the writer like most?

a. iPad.

b. Paper.

c. Kindle.

d. It depends.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is something that both paper and screen reading have in common?

a. Both are going to be cheaper and cheaper.

b. The more you read in one way, the more you like it.

c. Both are suitable for deep reading.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. All of above.




解释：作者先后提到了这三个电子阅读的优点。





[2]

 答案b. Paper files can prompt people to work harder.




解释：纸质读物给人一种不一样的心理上的感觉。“There are some indications that people approach paper with different expectations.”这就是B项。





[3]

 答案b. Paper.




解释：作者不仅列举了自己认为的纸制品的优点，还引用两位教授的话支持自己。





[4]

 答案b. The more you read in one way, the more you like it.




解释：在文章中间讲电子设备时作者说：the more you have used them the more chance there is that you like them.在文章最后讲纸质读物的时候，Prof Wolf说，“My personal feeling is that paper is better for deep, focused reading, especially if you grew up with it,”你对这两种阅读有什么看法？





再给哈利·波特一次机会



JK罗琳近日承认，让赫敏和罗恩结婚是一个错误，赫敏才应该成为波特夫人。伦敦大学学院荣誉教授萨瑟兰表示，看好罗琳续写小说，再给哈利一次机会。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

paparazzi 狗仔队

shrift 忏悔，认罪

slavering 口水直流

epilogue 结尾，终曲

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Give Harry Potter a second chance to find happiness

By John Sutherland



If Rowling wants the wizard to be with Hermione, she can make it so, says John Sutherland

JK Rowling remains the most interesting writer Britain has. She is even more interesting just at the moment, after a judicious leak concerning some second thoughts she has had about her great work. Normally Ms Rowling is also the Howard Hughes(legendary American business magnate, aviator, engineer, film maker and philanthropist) of her profession: intensely private. News hounds and paparazzi get short shrift with the creator of Harry Potter. But occasionally she throws teasing morsels to keep the fans slavering. A lecture audience in New York, for example, is informed in passing that Dumbledore, his creator now suspects, is gay. A closet door swings half-open. Quidditch, Ms Rowling elsewhere confides, was inspired by a row with her boyfriend. With her latest revelations, she has thrown her fans another dripping chunk of red meat.

In the epilogue to the seventh and last Potter novel it was revealed that Hermione, the series’ most eligible female character, was destined to marry Ron, the hero’s less gifted (magically) sidekick. This elicited howls of joy from the “Harmoniums” – those who wanted this outcome – but confounded the fairytale convention that the hero always gets his girl. Harry would have to settle for Ginny, Ron’s sister, instead.

Ms Rowling says she did this “for personal reasons”, although she does not reveal what they were, and now thinks she was wrong. She predicts marital breakdowns. Emma Watson, who plays Hermione in the movies, agrees: “I think there are fans out there who know that too and who wonder whether Ron would have really been able to make her happy.”

Ms Rowling’s afterthoughts have not gone down well. She has been accused of meddling with her own creation, as if Michelangelo had picked up his pot and had a second go at the Sistine Chapel ceiling. But there is another explanation.

As with the Jesuits, if Potter got you as a child, you are Pottered for life. The sequence began in 1997. Harry was introduced to the reading world as an abused child, cowering under the stairs in 4 Privet Drive. Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone was cannily marketed by Bloomsbury, its publisher, as a children’s book, which is what it was. But unlike other children’s stories, Harry has grown up, and his readers have aged with him.

That much was vividly clear in the loyal midnight crowds who waited in their wizard finery outside bookshops until the witching hour, when the doors were flung open and the awaited volume was released to the thundering horde. Those once-upon-a-time children, who cowered with him in their imaginations in Privet Drive, are now marriageable adults.

I suspect William Hill (a lottery firm) is already shortening the odds on the emergence of not just a second epilogue, to follow the one given to us at the end of the last volume, but another whole cycle dealing with the life complications of the grown-up band of Hogwarts alumni. At two years short of 50, Ms Rowling is in her prime. Her attempts at other lines of fiction have not been entirely successful. Fifty years (at least) of Harry’s un-narrated life awaits, temptingly. And, with more than half of marriages failing in modern times, who knows what exciting things may happen.

......

My guess though is that Ms Rowling might give us another Potterian cycle and, who knows, there might be another Mrs Potter at the end of it all. The right Mrs Potter. Place your bets with Mr Hill now before the odds shorten.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What did Rowling confide?

a. Prof. Dumbledore is gay

b. Quidditch was invented by her boyfriend.

c. Marital breakdowns would happen.

d. Ron would have trouble making Hermione happy.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the writer's conclusion?

a. There might be another epilogue, there might be another Mrs Potter.

b. There would be no new epilogue, not to mention Mrs Potter.

c. There will be another epilogue, but without a second Mrs Potter.

d. There will be a new Mrs Potter in later epilogue(s).


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why does the writer believe there would be another epilogue?

a. Lottery firm William Hill has shortened the odds.

b. HP series have mass number of loyal readers.

c. Children who read HP are now approaching marrying ages.

d. Just kidding.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why does the writer believe there might be another Mrs Potter?

a. Children who read HP are now approaching marrying ages.

b. Fifty years (at least) of Harry’s un-narrated life awaits.

c. More than half of marriages fail in modern times.

d. Emma Watson thinks so.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Marital breakdowns would happen.




解释：第三段的第二句话：She predicts marital breakdowns. A只是怀疑Dumbledore, his creator now suspects, is gay。B魁地奇是罗琳在于男友争吵的时候想到的。D是艾玛·沃森的话。





[2]

 答案a. There might be another epilogue, there might be another Mrs Potter.




解释：注意选项中对这两个事件的可能性的不同的分级。would be是语气较为肯定的，当然次于will be，而might be则不那么肯定了。总结自然是在最后一段。





[3]

 答案b. HP series have mass number of loyal readers.




解释：当年那些从第一本《哈利波特》读起，想象着在壁橱里蜷缩着的哈利的孩子们，是与他差不多同龄的。也是与他一起长大的，因此"if Potter got you as a child, you are Pottered for life".





[4]

 答案c. More than half of marriages fail in modern times.




解释：虽然作者带有戏谑口吻，但这确实是能够让那群忠实读者们理解和产生共鸣的基础。注意A对应的是哈利结婚而非再婚。





“牢有所养”？



退休惯犯正造成日本监狱系统面临预算危机，学者称，这些满头银发的坏蛋迫切希望坐牢：只需偷窃一份200日元的三明治，就可以“减少生活成本”，在牢中换取两年的有期徒刑，同时给国家带来840万日元的成本。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

budgetary crisis 预算危机

shoplift 入店行窃['ʃɑplɪft]

convict 宣告…有罪[kən'vɪkt]

recidivism 再犯，累犯[rɪ'sɪdɪvɪzəm]

geriatric 老人的；老年医学的[,dʒerɪ'ætrɪk]

ratio 比率，比例['reɪʃɪəʊ]

vicious 恶毒的；恶意的['vɪʃəs]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Japan’s elderly turn to life of crime to ease cost of living （475words）

By Leo Lewis in Tokyo



Japan’s prison system is being driven to budgetary crisis by demographics, a welfare shortfall and a new, pernicious breed of villain: the recidivist retiree. And the silver-haired crooks, say academics, are desperate to be behind bars.

Crime figures show that about 35 per cent of shoplifting offences are committed by people over 60. Within that age bracket, 40 per cent of repeat offenders have committed the same crime more than six times.

There is good reason, concludes a report, to suspect that the shoplifting crime wave in particular represents an attempt by those convicted to end up in prison — an institution that offers free food, accommodation and healthcare.

The mathematics of recidivism are gloomily compelling for the would-be convict. Even with a frugal diet and dirt-cheap accommodation, a single Japanese retiree with minimal savings has living costs more than 25 per cent higher than the meagre basic state pension of Y780,000 ($6,900) a year, according to a study on the economics of elderly crime by Michael Newman of Tokyo-based research house Custom Products Research.

Even the theft of a Y200 sandwich can earn a two-year prison sentence, say academics, at an Y8.4m cost to the state.

The geriatric crime wave is accelerating, and analysts note that the Japanese prison system — newly expanded and at about 70 per cent occupancy — is being prepared for decades of increases. Between 1991 and 2013, the latest year for which the Ministry of Justice publishes figures, the number of elderly inmates in jail for repeating the same offence six times has climbed 460 per cent.

The surging rates of crime among the elderly disguise a darker trend than mere contempt for the law, say economists and criminologists. Retiree crime is rising more quickly than the general demographic ascent into old age that will put 40 per cent of the Japanese population over 65 by the year 2060.

Akio Doteuchi, a senior researcher on social development at the NLI Research Institute in Tokyo, expects the ratio of repeat offenders to continue rising.

“The social situation in Japan has forced the elderly into the need to commit crime,” he says. “The ratio of people who receive public assistance is highest since the end of the war. About 40 per cent of the elderly live alone. It’s a vicious circle. They leave prison, they don’t have money or family so they turn immediately to crime.”

The crime figures, he adds, expose the strained calculus of the government’s welfare spending as the world’s second-biggest economy ages. Prison, no matter how the spreadsheets are run, is a woefully inefficient way for the government to target welfare spending at those who most need it.

Attempts to find ways to release elderly prisoners early have encountered insurmountable legal problems, Mr Doteuchi says, and the prison system as a whole will eventually be overrun by elderly inmates.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is not mentioned as a reason to cause budgetary crisis for Japan’s prison system?

a. demographics

b. a welfare shortfall

c. changes in the law

d. the recidivist retiree


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What facility the prison does not offer?

a. offers free food

b. accommodation

c. healthcare

d. medical insurance


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many years should the people be in prison, if they steal a Y200 sandwich?

a. 1

b. 2

c. 8

d. 0.5


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What's the percent of the Japanese population over 65 by the year 2060?

a. 40%

b. 65%

c. 70%

d. 40%


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. changes in the law




解释：日本的监狱系统正因人口结构、福利缺口以及退休惯犯而陷入预算危机。





[2]

 答案d. medical insurance




解释：监狱提供免费食物、住宿以及医疗服务，但没有提到医疗保险。





[3]

 答案b. 2




解释：学者们表示，即使是偷窃一份200日元的三明治，就可以换取两年的有期徒刑，给国家带来840万日元的成本。





[4]

 答案a. 40%




解释：经济学家和犯罪学家称，老年人犯罪率上升掩饰了一个比单纯蔑视法律更加阴暗的趋势。退休人员犯罪的上升速度超过人口老龄化趋势——到2060年40%的日本人年龄将在65岁以上。





经济增长与性别平等



经济增长与性别平等有什么样的关系？在发达国家与新兴市场国家，女性的发展机会如何？什么样的政策可以促进女性的机会平等？FT助理总编Khalaf的这篇文章提供了一些重要的启示。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

composure 沉着

counterpart 相对应的事物/人

divergence 分歧，背驰

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Growth helps narrow gender gap in fast-growing economies

By Roula Khalaf, FT assistant and foreign editor



Women cheered, some men booed, but everyone took notice when Christine Lagarde quipped in 2010 that had Lehman Brothers been Lehman Sisters, the global financial crisis might have looked different.

It was only half a joke. As Ms Lagarde, France’s finance minister at the time and now head of the International Monetary Fund, later wrote: “When women are called to action in times of turbulence, it is often on account of their composure, sense of responsibility and great pragmatism in delicate situations.”

Perhaps surprisingly, it is an argument that emerging markets have recognised better than the developed world. Amid a growing international debate on bridging the gender gap, the rapid economic growth of emerging markets in recent years has greatly increased opportunities for women in business, giving them a boost over their counterparts in developed countries.

This would seem to contradict perceptions dominant in the west of women in developing nations. The more prevalent image is that tradition and social mores in many of these countries, as well as educational and economic disadvantages, limit women’s empowerment in business.

To some extent the perceptions reflect reality: although women lead Argentina, Brazil and Chile, 70% of executives in Latin America say family pressures cause women to leave their jobs, according to a survey by McKinsey, the consultancy.

In China, women are still expected to put their families first, an attitude reinforced by the one-child policy. Chinese women are also expected to take care of the elderly in the family.

“Observers in the west tend to see third-world women as victims,” write Sylvia Ann Hewlett and Ripa Rashid in their 2011 book Winning The War for Talent in Emerging Markets: Why Women are the Solution. “In a similar vein, business leaders tend not to have women on their radar screen.

“The fact is that no company can afford to ignore highly qualified female talent if it wants to compete in these fast-expanding economies – and win,” the authors say.

According to Grant Thornton’s 2014 Women in Business report, which surveyed about 6,600 privately owned companies in 45 countries, the proportion of senior roles filled by women across the Brics countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) exceeds 30%, compared with about 20% in the G7 group of industrialised nations, and higher than the 24% global average. Some statistics are striking: in China more than 60% of chief financial officers are women.

Across the Brics, the percentage of companies that have no women in senior roles has fallen from 39% last year to 18% this year. In the boardroom too, women in emerging markets score better than the global average.

This special report sheds further light on that progress, with data showing that in China about 30% of entrepreneurs are women.

Six out of 24 self-made female billionaires worldwide on the Forbes 2013 list are from China (including Hong Kong), more than any other country outside the US.

In Turkey, meanwhile, 12% of chief executives are women, according to the World Bank, higher than the EU average.

“Emerging markets do seem really to value some of the things that women bring to boards and senior roles,” says Francesca Lagerberg, global head of tax at Grant Thornton.

“The approach to business is different and there’s a real recognition that innovation and creativity are sometimes more closely linked to female leaders.”

What lies behind the numbers? One factor is education: as the authors of Winning the War For Talent point out, women in emerging markets are graduating from universities and graduate schools at rates that match and often outstrip those of men.

Family and tradition can work to women’s advantage. In China, and in countries of the former Soviet Union, women’s participation in the labour force has been encouraged; in conservative societies close-knit extended families and affordable help can make it easier for women to work.

The need for women to contribute to the household income has been a driver of ambition – but more jobs also have been available.

Saadia Zahidi, head of gender parity and human capital at the World Economic Forum, says: “If you have large, fast-growing companies – say you go from 50 to 500 posts [in a company] – the need for talent overcomes barriers that may exist.”

Institutional backing for working women has also helped, with growing support for remote working arrangements, flexible hours and paid maternity leave.

Imposing quotas can be less controversial than in Europe. Ms Lagerberg says more and more business leaders in emerging markets say they back board quotas for women. “It’s telling that people engaged in this are beginning to see where it should go. It might be that quotas come in several years’ time, but business leaders are becoming more conscious about process,” she says.

There is still a long way to go. And the risk is that the progress achieved so far will not be accelerated as growth in emerging economies begins to slow.

Far too many women still face social pressures to leave their jobs after having children; their entrepreneurial drive is also stifled by constrained access to credit. The wage gap should also narrow. Even if they might receive equal pay to men when they join the labour force, women find the disparity widens as they move up the organisation.

Ms Lagerberg cites the need for more role models and mentoring to push women up the corporate ladder. “The more you see senior women in role modelling positions, the more you inspire others to come through. You need [mentoring] programmes with a specific diversity element.”

Other experts warn that improvements at the top do not necessarily mean progress at the bottom. The picture for senior women in emerging markets may be brighter than in the west, but women’s participation in the labour force is lower than in Europe or the US.

Ms Zahidi says that in rapidly growing economies such as Brazil, China and Indonesia, women are joining the labour force at relatively faster rates than men.

But in India, women’s participation in the workforce has risen only 4%, to 34%, in the past eight years. “In India, a policy was just passed [which means] all publicly listed companies have to have one female director on board ... and there’s a trend to get more women in leadership positions.

“But this is also the country where a lot of the poverty and illiteracy is concentrated among females,” Ms Zahidi says. “Because of cultural implications you see a divergence between low- and high-income women.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. "Women cheered, some men booed, but everyone took notice when..."

What does "boo" mean?

a. cheer

b. offended

c. thumb up

d. scorn


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the traditional view in the west about gender equality in emerging markets?(You may look back and do the scanning.)

a. Labour participation rates of women are irrelevant.

b. Educational inferiority hinders women's careers.

c. Lack of ambition of women is the main cause of gender gap.

d. The culture determines the role of women in the society.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What does China and other emerging economies have in common?

a. Women are joining the labour force faster than men.

b. More than 60% of chief financial officers are women.

c. The gender gap is closing both at the top and at the bottom.

d. They are imposing boardroom quotas for women.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is most fundamental factor of bridging gender gap?

a. A growing economy that is hungry for talent.

b. People's mindset is changing about women's role.

c. More women have been elected as national leaders.

d. Remote working, flexible hours and paid maternity.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. scorn




解释：第一句是说，拉加德说如果“雷曼兄弟”是“雷曼姐妹”公司的话，金融危机可能不那么严重了，一些女性对此欢呼，一些男性_____，但所有人都注意到了......这里显然应是喝倒彩的意思。





[2]

 答案b. Educational inferiority hinders women's careers.




解释：如果你记不清具体内容但记得文中的大概位置，你就能在第四段看到This would seem to contradict perceptions dominant...这颠覆了传统的看法，转折后面一定是重要的。





[3]

 答案a. Women are joining the labour force faster than men.




解释：在倒数第三段。BCD项都可以排除，B是只有中国，C是与事实相反，D主要存在于欧洲，文章最后几段一直在强调，新兴市场国家的中下阶层的女性，并没有像精英阶层的女性那样缩小了男女差距。





[4]

 答案a. A growing economy that is hungry for talent.




解释：不难发现A是比较根本的要素，BCD则是衍生的现象，经济的增长一方面创造了大量的就业岗位，需要女性的加入；一方面，市场竞争奖励唯才是举，而惩罚偏见："the need for talent overcomes barriers that may exist","no company can afford to ignore highly qualified female talent if it wants to compete".因此，女性的人力资本投入增加，而社会角色和观念也在不断发生变化。





足球业，经济还是竞技？



“如同石油是石油产业不可或缺的一部分一样，愚蠢也是足球产业不可或缺的一部分。”如果你是球迷，那么可别错过FT专栏作家、资深球迷西蒙·库珀的这篇趣文。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

swamp 沼泽，使陷入沼泽

fullback 后卫

dribbler 带球推进的球员

savvy 悟性，理解

catch on 理解，明白

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Football: Fitness and finance change face of the beautiful game

By Simon Kuper

Football, for most of its history, was not a thinking sport.



Just as oil was part of the oil business, stupidity was part of the football business. The men who ran clubs did what they did because they had always done it that way.

However, in recent years the game has become smarter.

It has drawn inspiration from the “data revolution” that began in baseball before sweeping across all sports. Rising TV revenues also encourage a more professional approach. We can expect further advances on and off the field in 2014.

The domain with least scope for improvement should be tactics.

Football’s rules have changed little since they were codified in 1863. Most tactical possibilities have already been tried.

Nonetheless, the game’s most innovative coach, Josep Guardiola, keeps finding new ones. At Barcelona he refined his team’s positioning without the ball.

Now, at Bayern Munich, he sends his fullbacks into central midfield whenever his side has possession. That allows Bayern to swamp its opponents in midfield, and when Guardiola’s team loses the ball, it usually wins it back deep in the opposition’s half.

Coaches worldwide will continue to look to “Pep” for inspiration.

However, the greater advances in 2014 will be physical. At the 2006 World Cup, Jürgen Klinsmann, Germany’s then manager, showed how much fitter footballers could be if trained according to the cutting-edge methods of American sports.

Players’ fitness and speed have kept improving since. Nowadays, clubs have far more physical data on their employees than even five years ago.

Big clubs test, almost day by day, each player’s muscle weaknesses, the movement of the eyes, changes in breathing and many other obvious and less obvious indicators. Players wear GPS devices in training.

Thierry Marszalek, analyst with France’s national team, explains: “We can say that we’ll stop that player because he’s done too much, or that another one hasn’t worked enough and needs to do specific work. What’s interesting is the individualisation of work.”

Already teams such as Bayern play at an unprecedented pace.

A coach such as Chelsea’s José Mourinho expects even the dribbler Eden Hazard to exert himself in defence.

Increasingly, every player participates every second. Physical advances will continue to change the game in 2014.

Growing professionalisation on the pitch will be driven by growing professionalisation off it. It is often said that the football economy is now a bubble. Many pundits cited Real Madrid’s signing of Gareth Bale from Tottenham in September for a reported fee of £85m as the peak of madness.

Yet the critique of football’s increasing spending ignores the game’s rising revenues. Income from TV in particular has soared, chiefly because subscription channels have brought European football to ever more countries.

Football has powered through the global economic crisis. European clubs’ revenues have risen by about 5% a year since 2008. In 2011-12 they hit €19.4bn, says Deloitte, the business advisory firm.

That growth should continue in 2014. The game is only starting to penetrate China, India, the US and Indonesia, which between them account for about 45% of humanity.

The English Premier League currently earns only about 3 US cents in TV rights per Chinese person, compared with about $56 per Singaporean, according to Sportingintelligence.com, the business website. That represents room for growth.

Deloitte predicts that the global value of premium sports TV rights – chiefly the five biggest domestic European football leagues, the Champions League, and the four major North American sports leagues – will rise another 14% in 2014 to £16bn.

Meanwhile, the World Cup in Brazil should be the biggest media event in history, as measured by number of viewers. Its geographic reach will be unprecedented.

When the US team plays a big game in Brazil, American viewing figures should dwarf average US audiences for games in baseball’s World Series or basketball’s NBA finals.

The football industry has got savvier, but so have its consumers.

The Brazilians are the first nation to have caught on en masse to a fact long known to sports economists: hosting a World Cup does not make you rich.

Typically, the host country pays the costs, while FIFA, the global football authority, pockets the benefits – chiefly TV rights and sponsorship deals.

Protesters in Brazil last June waved banners with slogans such as “We have world-class stadiums. Now we need a country to go around them.”

The European football authority UEFA, reluctant to land any country with such a costly burden, has decided against appointing a single host for the European championship of 2020. Instead, in September it will choose 13 host cities in 13 countries.

FIFA, too, will have drawn a lesson from the Brazilian demonstrations: to stage a World Cup in a democracy is to invite protests. Much safer to choose countries that do not tolerate dissent, such as Russia (host in 2018) and Qatar (2022).

Alternatively, FIFA could give the tournament to a wealthy democracy that does not need to build stadiums or infrastructure because it already has them in ample supply.

The US, host country in 1994, is winding up to bid for 2026.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. About football, which of the following has significant room for improvement?

a. madness

b. rules

c. tactics

d. revenues


[1]
 
 
答案



2. European football has learned a lot from American sports, like what?(You are encouraged to look back into the article.)

a. Data revolution.

b. High-positioning tactics.

c. Fitness training.

d. Crazy player transfer spending.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What do we know about sports TV rights?

a. The Internet is providing a new source of revenue.

b. Rising TV revenues promote professionalisation of sports.

c. It threatens the profits of big competition hosting countries.

d. They are responsible for the bubbles in football industry.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. The writer supports whom to host the football World Cup?

a. 13 cities across Europe.

b. Brazil.

c. Russia.

d. America.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. revenues




解释：在前半部分作者指出BC方面是改进空间最少的。而其实疯狂的球员转会费支出其实也不是那么疯狂——因为足球产业的收入一直在快速增长，得益于电视转播权。由于足球产业在中、印、美等地还有巨大的潜力待挖掘，因此D是正确的。看懂这些意思，这篇文章你就懂的差不多了。





[2]

 答案c. Fitness training.




解释：如何快速查找信息匹配？方法1：提到“欧洲向美国学习”的内容都在文章的前半部（出现America或US的地方），而涉及AB两项的地方都没有提到美国，只有在“克林斯曼为德国队引进美国最尖端的体能训练”的地方出现了。方法2：首先D不大可能是“值得学习”的，而ABC中涉及篇幅最多的就是C，在文章中部，有多达六段的内容，出现概率最大，先在这里找，于是很快就能看到这一信息。





[3]

 答案b. Rising TV revenues promote professionalisation of sports.




解释：原文：Growing professionalisation on the pitch will be driven by growing professionalisation off it.





[4]

 答案d. America.




解释：非常明显，最后几段都在酝酿这一观点。





学点汉语，学好英语



“多学点汉语吧！”英国首相卡梅伦访华回国后对小学生们说。但FT副主编斯卡平克却写道，按照以往的经验，当一个英国试图用一门外语与人交流时，说者与听者都会很快发现，还是讲英语节约时间。那么，英国孩子还该不该学汉语呢？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Mandarin 汉语普通话(音译自“满大人”官话)

level pegging 势均力敌

debunk 拆穿

stopgap 权宜之计

colloquial 白话的，口语的

idiosyncrasy 个性，特异品质

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Learn some Mandarin but master English too

By Michael Skapinker

Future Chinese executives will hear foreigners struggle with Mandarin and switch to English



Ditch your French and German textbooks and start learning Mandarin, David Cameron told the UK’s school pupils after his return from a visit to China last week.

The UK prime minister should be happy with any language skills his young compatriots manage to pick up. But it is true that it would be useful if more people spoke the main language of the world’s soon-to-be largest economy.

I asked China-based colleagues if they knew of any foreign business leaders who spoke Mandarin. The list was short and limited to executives working in China. Roland Decorvet, the Swiss head of Nestlé in China, speaks fluent Mandarin. Peter Humphrey, the British fraud investigator who did work for GlaxoSmithKline and who has been detained by the Chinese authorities, also speaks excellent Mandarin.

No doubt there are others, but there don’t appear to be many. A colleague who travelled with Mr Cameron and his large business delegation says he did not hear any of them make a speech in Mandarin.

If they are to make progress, children should start learning early. But Mandarin is very different from European languages and harder for an English speaker to learn than French or German. Also, in the race to learn other languages, the Chinese are way ahead in learning English. Although the English-language component of the Chinese university entrance exam has been reduced, there are 50,000 English-language teaching companies in the country. Internationally-minded companies regard English as important. Lenovo, the Chinese computer company, has made it its official language.

Throughout Europe, English is now essential for anyone wanting to reach a senior corporate position. It is a given, a background skill like knowing how to create a PowerPoint presentation or find your way to the office.

That will be the case in China too. Foreign Mandarin speakers may establish better contacts and win business. But if China follows the European pattern, its future young executives will listen as their anglophone counterparts struggle a while in their school-learnt Mandarin and they will then switch to English because it wastes less time.

The problem, when international business discussions take place in English, is that many English speakers are not much better at using it than they are at foreign languages. Many don’t know how to adjust their English for an international audience.

Here are a few phrases I heard a UK manager use in a speech to some Brazilians: “it’s level pegging”; “the second myth I’d like to debunk”; “we have a stopgap with that”. Some of the Brazilians had chosen to listen to a Portuguese translation through headphones; those who had thought their English was good enough to manage without looked as if they were regretting their choice.

For an English speaker, mastering foreign languages is excellent; being able to speak the international business tongue so that you can be understood is just as important.

When I suggested a while back that English speakers avoid figurative language and phrasal verbs such as “put out”, some readers took issue with me. “Most idioms are intuitive and you can guess . . . from the context, for example “pin hopes on” or “shrug off” are pretty easy . . . I actually enjoy learning a new colourful phrase from a Brit and being able to deduce its meaning,” one reader wrote. Indeed, at a conference in Brussels recently, I heard non-native English speakers nonchalantly using phrasal verbs and idioms such as “he touched upon that”, “we’ve laid down detailed rules” and “our ideas in a nutshell”.

These largely came from speakers of Germanic languages, which have their own phrasal verbs, but it also became clear that they were highly competent English speakers and I had to adjust my English accordingly. Patronising your audience is as bad as losing them through being too colloquial.

How can English speakers find the appropriate way to speak their language to non-native speakers? Learning a foreign language, any language, is useful in helping you understand what it is like to work in your non-native tongue. But so is understanding the structure and idiosyncrasies of your own language so you can adjust your use of it to the situation.

Yes, English-speaking children should learn Mandarin. But they need a more sophisticated command of English too.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why should children start learning Mandarin early?

a. China is a soon-to-be largest economy in the world.

b. Chinese children are way ahead in learning English.

c. Few British business leaders can speak Mandarin fluently.

d. It's always better to learn a foreign language early.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. "Foreign Mandarin speakers may establish better contacts and win business. But if China follows the European pattern..."

What is this pattern?

a. English people and their foreign counterparts end up speaking in English.

b. English people and their European counterparts talk in French or German slowly.

c. The advantages to mastering a foreign language gradually fade away.

d. Non-native speakers learn phrasal verbs quickly.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What point does it try to make by the story of a UK manager speaking to some Brazilians?

a. Brazilians' English is quite poor.

b. English is indeed a global language.

c. English spoken by native is different from English learnt by non-native.

d. There's always some people overestimating their language abilities.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the main reason that Cameron encouraged British pupils to learn more Chinese?

a. English is not going to be as dominant in the future as today.

b. The three European languages are too similar to each other.

c. Good paid jobs will mostly be based in China.

d. It is important to understand and communicate with Chinese(in English).


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. It's always better to learn a foreign language early.




解释：ABC都更像是“应该学”的理由，而不是“尽早学”的理由，其实作者并未给出解释，是默认应该如此的。





[2]

 答案a. English people and their foreign counterparts end up speaking in English.




解释：（无）





[3]

 答案c. English spoken by native is different from English learnt by non-native.




解释：英国演讲人用了很多非常本地化和口语化的词汇，这对外国人来说非常难懂。作者显然不是责备那些巴西人英语差，或者有些人明明听不太懂却还拒绝使用同传。结合上下文，他是责怪英国人不了解外国人的英语使用。





[4]

 答案d. It is important to understand and communicate with Chinese(in English).




解释：如果你在第二段看到了“英国孩子应该学汉语”的内容，那么也许会发现，接下来作者似乎未作解释就“跑题”了好多段，解释英语是如何如何重要。绕了一个大弯到末尾才揭示，作为“全球语”的英语，是与英国人自己讲的英语不一样的，学一门外语对英国人了解外国人讲英语时的感受很有帮助，并且可以帮助英国人调整自己太过口语化的说话习惯。从而可以更好的沟通。想想看，你对一群略懂汉语的外国人说“人艰不拆，喜大普奔”的时候，该是多么“2333”？





如何摆脱电子邮件之苦



“电子邮件本应是自电话发明以来最好的商务工具，但是它却变成了自从电视发明以来最浪费时间的工具”。FT专栏作家西蒙·库珀为如何摆脱电邮的困扰提供了一些有趣的建议。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

chore 家庭杂务；讨厌的或累人的工作

pleb 平民

anglophone 英语世界的

circa 大约

onus 责任，负担

hourly rate 小时工资

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

How to free yourself from email

By Simon Kuper

‘It should have been the best business tool since the telephone. Instead email has become the biggest time-waster since television’



The other day I was exchanging emails about some chore with a woman I’d never met. At one point she wrote: “Well, have a lovely break over the weekend, I must say I’m looking forward to a few days off, specially if this sun keeps shining.” Think of the time wasted: hers in writing this, mine in reading it. Then multiply it by several billion. This is the world today: we now spend 28% of working time on email, according to the McKinsey Global Institute in 2012. Email should have been the best business tool since the telephone. Instead it has become the biggest time-waster since television.

Pundits typically recommend email moderation: check only twice a day, for instance. But as banking shows, self-regulation doesn’t always work. After 20 years online, I’m still addicted. Partly it’s because email offers a mindless break from work without even the hassle of getting up. Partly it’s the eternal dream of good news. (“Hi Simon, Steven Spielberg here. I loved your column! Can we make it into a movie?”) My colleagues Tim Harford and Lucy Kellaway have recently addressed the problem of email. But I favour more drastic remedies.

Modernise email etiquette. Any medium requires time to develop an etiquette: Alexander Graham Bell wanted to start phone calls with “Ahoy” but then Thomas Edison came up with “Hello”. Today’s etiquette for email is all wrong. We still model emails on letters: “Hi Simon . . . Love, Scarlett.” Instead, the model should be teenagers’ text messages. Write without greetings, capital letters or punctuation and, as the Twitter user @NarrowTheAngle suggested when I consulted Twitter’s collective brain, “youcouldconsidergettingridofspacesbetweenwordstoo”. Possibly relax these rules when emailing the Queen.

Keep your email address private. Email began as a democratic medium but now the elite is sealing itself off. One famous chief executive let it be known that he – not a secretary – read his emails. That made employees hesitate before writing to him: nobody wanted to waste his time.

The elite retreats from every medium. As Paul Husbands shows in The People’s President, US presidents went from receiving random citizens at the White House to not even reading their letters. Later, the elites got ex-directory phone numbers (not shown on yellow pages). Today, elites have unguessable email addresses (Ytlsfo@email.com, say), which they only give to other elites. Their official addresses are just for show. We plebs should follow suit. Post a fake email address online, then never check it.

The authorities should stamp out time wasting. It’s a myth concocted by the anglophone media that France banned work emails after 6pm – but France should have. Similarly, companies could activate their email servers only twice daily. Anyone needing contact in between could phone. I recall circa 1996 the FT refusing to introduce email in the building, reasoning that it was a time-wasting fad. That was probably correct. Seers such as Alan Greenspan, the former head of the US Federal Reserve, expected the internet to boost productivity but this hasn’t happened.

Emailers shouldn’t expect replies. A reader once sent me the perfect email: “I did enjoy your piece last week – great fun. Best wishes. No need to ack[nowledge].” Almost every email should end “no need to ack”. Then you wouldn’t spend half your birthday answering “happy birthday” emails. Companies should automatically put “do not reply” in the subject heading, and leave the onus on the user to change it.

The key point: whenever you email someone you are intruding, stealing time that they could be spending with their family – or without their family. You certainly shouldn’t be blithely asking them for unpaid services. There’s one dreaded email, familiar to every professional writer, known as “Will you read my article?” The correct answer is, “Certainly. My hourly rate is . . . ”

Probably the best business secret Sir Alex Ferguson, the former Manchester United manager, will have to impart at Harvard Business School is what he once told Tony Blair’s aide Alastair Campbell: don’t let people steal your time with petty requests. Ferguson said:

“People want to get into your space. Only you decide who gets into your space.” Ferguson’s message for petitioners: “I think you can resolve this yourself.”

If anyone demands a reply, punish them. If somebody writes, “Please could you go over this again, answering my queries”, then respond with tedious questions of your own. George Orwell used this method to deter time-wasting publishers.

A more radical solution: never reply. My FT colleague Jonathan Eley tweeted me his advice: “When you go on holiday, set up Gmail to delete incoming emails so you don’t have to spend a day going through them.” A friend of mine from pre-internet days had a similar policy: he never opened boring letters. Sometimes this produced negative shocks: he’d belatedly discover, say, that he’d run up a £100 library fine. On the upside, he didn’t spend any time on administration.

I think I may have hit upon a solution to the global economic crisis.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why is the writer still addicted to emails?

a. Like banks, self-regulation doesn't work.

b. Checking emails twice a day is still too much.

c. People always dream about receiving good news.

d. A false Spielberg once emailed the writer.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What does this mean:


“Certainly. My hourly rate is...”


a. It's the writer's self-mocking that his salary is too low.

b. It explains that "emailers should not expect replies".

c. It explains why one should waste the receivers' time.

d. It's a good tip on not wasting time on others' requests through email.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to punish those who demand email reply, according to the writer?

a. Resply in as few words as possible.

b. Respond with tedious questions.

c. Respond what Orwell replied to his publishers.


[3]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. People always dream about receiving good news.




解释：作者两次写道Partly it’s because...这就是两个原因。一个是查邮件可以中断一下工作，另一个原因是人们“永恒的渴望好消息的梦想”，比如作者也做白日梦有天斯皮尔伯格发信来说要把他的专栏拍成电影。





[2]

 答案d. It's a good tip on not wasting time on others' requests through email.




解释：这一段都是在讲“发邮件者不应该期待对方回复”，有三个主要内容：1.告知了某个信息后，加上一句“不必回复”是最好的。2.有个窍门：用占用对方很多时间的方式来发邮件，这样就不用收到回复了。3.如果有人给你发邮件要你帮忙，而这要花很多时间无偿劳动，就可以回复说“可以，我每小时收费是....”。





[3]

 答案b. Respond with tedious questions.




解释：读过多篇Kuper的文章的话，你可能会注意到弗格森爵士和乔治·奥威尔是他的两大偶像，他经常引用它们。
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FT是英国《金融时报》（Financial Times）的简称。

“金融英语速读”由FT中文网精心开发，在这里你可以看到原汁原味的英文报道，或涉及有趣的海外风情、前沿的健康理念、好玩的科技产品，也包含深度经济报告、专业的行业分析预测。

不论是作为优质读物还是备考的复习资料，都可以在细碎的时间里让阅读变得更有意义。

让你看到，英国《金融时报》128年新闻专业主义来到中国。




不急预言CD将死



尽管增长最快音乐业务还是在流媒体，但是CD之死或许也严重被夸大了。最新调查结果显示，在英国，不少乐迷认为流媒体促进他们购买唱片、黑胶及数字下载。即使流媒体方便他们听音乐，乐迷们仍然想要拥有喜爱的音乐人唱片。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

plunge 陷入[plʌn(d)ʒ]

resilient 回弹的[rɪ'zɪlɪənt]

vinyl 黑胶唱片['vaɪnl]

mainstream 主流['meɪnstriːm]

viable 可行的，能够成活的['vaɪəbl]

outweigh 胜过，比…有价值[aʊt'weɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

CD sales in the UK more resilient than downloads （455words）

By Robert Cookson



CD sales in the UK fell at the slowest rate in a decade last year, according to figures from the Entertainment Retailers Association, a trade body that represents high street retailers such as HMV and Tesco as well as digital services such as Spotify.

Total sales of CDs fell just 3.7 per cent to 53.6m in 2015 compared with the previous year whereas in 2014 they dropped 8 per cent, in 2013 they fell 12 per cent and in 2012 they plunged 20 per cent.

The format, which generated revenues of £468m last year, is proving much more resilient to competition from downloads and streaming than many industry executives had predicted.

CDs are also proving more robust than downloads — a format once tipped to replace them. Download sales dropped 13 per cent last year to less than £300m.

“It is clearly way too soon to write off the CD or other disc-based formats,” said Kim Bayley, ERA chief executive.

“The fact is that different formats provide different benefits to different groups of entertainment fans. That diversity is proving to be the entertainment market’s greatest strength.”

Vinyl is also showing strength. Sales of vinyl records surged 65 per cent to £42m, with 2.1m LPs sold over the past year. After facing near extinction in 2007, when just over 200,000 LPs were bought, the format’s sales have increased in each of the past eight years.

However, vinyl still accounts only about 2 per cent of UK music consumption.

The fastest-growing part of the music business is streaming songs through services such as Spotify, Deezer and Apple Music, which tend to charge £10 a month for unlimited access to millions songs through the internet.

Revenues from streaming services increased 50 per cent last year to £251m, the ERA said.

Geoff Taylor, chief executive of the BPI, which represents the UK record industry, said that digital music subscription services such as Spotify and Apple Music “are going mainstream as more people discover how wonderful it is to have all the music in the world to listen to, whenever and wherever you want”.

But he added that physical music formats also had a viable future, as “millions of fans also continue to build treasured collections of favourite albums on vinyl, CD or downloads”.

The ERA said total revenues from music, video and games increased 5.6 per cent to £6.1bn last year.

All three entertainment sectors grew last year, with video up 1.5 per cent to £2.2bn; music up 3.5 per cent to £1.1bn; and games up 10 per cent to £2.8bn.

In each sector, growth in digital revenues outweighed declines in physical sales.

Overall, digital services account for nearly 60 per cent of entertainment revenues in the UK.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When CD sales in the UK fell at the slowest rate during a decade?

a. 2015

b. 2016

c. 2010

d. 2013


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which format of following is proving more robust according to the article?

a. streaming

b. concert

c. vinyl

d. CD


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is the fastest-growing part of the music business?

a. online radio

b. streaming

c. online video

d. CD


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How about the situation on entertainment business last year?

a. poor

b. insignificant

c. disappointed

d. good


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. 2015




解释：根据娱乐零售商协会的数据，CD销量每年持续下降的速度如今正在减速。





[2]

 答案d. CD




解释：文章第四段，CD显示出来更强的竞争力。





[3]

 答案b. streaming




解释：增长最迅速的还是Spotify, Deezer和Apple Music等这些流媒体。





[4]

 答案d. good




解释：在视频、音乐和游戏三个单元去年都是有所上升的，所以娱乐产业的情况还是不错的。





超级英雄“拯救”LGBT？



美国佐治亚州议会3月初宣布通过的宗教自由法案，允许宗教人员拒绝向LGBT群体提供服务，立马引来派拉蒙、迪士尼等好莱坞影视公司和安妮·海瑟薇等电影人的强烈反对，甚至威胁若不撤销答案，将封杀佐治亚州。作为《蚁人》、《美队3》的拍摄地，该州州长终于在压力下表示否决法案。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

contentious 诉讼的；引起争论的[kən'tenʃəs]

biggest names 明星大腕

discriminate 歧视；区别[dɪ'skrɪmɪneɪt]

deplorable 可叹的；凄惨的[dɪ'plɔːrəb(ə)l]

veto 否决；禁止['viːtəʊ]

boycott 联合抵制['bɒɪkɒt]

constitution 宪法；体制；章程[kɒnstɪ'tjuːʃ(ə)n]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Georgia governor vetoes religious bill after corporate pressure（489words）

By Shannon Bond in New York



Georgia’s governor has vetoed a contentious religious freedom bill viewed as anti-gay following pressure from US companies, including a host of Hollywood’s biggest names.

“I do not think that we have to discriminate against anyone to protect the faith-based community in Georgia,” Nathan Deal said at a news conference on Monday.

He added that his decision was “not just about protecting the faith-based community or providing a business-friendly climate for job growth in Georgia. I believe it is about the character of our state and the character of our people. Georgia is a welcoming state.”

The bill, passed by the US state’s legislature earlier in March, would have allowed faith-based organisations to deny their services and employment to people who violate their beliefs, such as perform same-sex marriages. Supporters argued it provided important protections for religious freedoms, but opponents equated it to discrimination.

The Human Rights Campaign, a gay rights lobby group, welcomed Mr Deal’s veto as a “victory”.

“The message to Governor Nathan Deal was loud and clear: this deplorable legislation was bad for his constituents, bad for business, and bad for Georgia’s future,” said Chad Griffin, HRC president.

Companies including Coca-Cola, Apple, Delta Air Lines, Unilever and Salesforce condemned the bill. The National Football League warned the measure could affect Atlanta’s bid to host a Super Bowl.

Media groups including Walt Disney and The Weinstein Company warned they would consider moving productions out of Georgia if the bill became law.

Time Warner — whose Turner division is based in Atlanta — 21st Century Fox, Sony Pictures, Viacom, Comcast, CBS, MGM, AMC, Discovery, Lionsgate and Starz also urged Mr Deal to veto the bill. HRC circulated a letter to the governor signed by well-known figures in the entertainment industry, including writer Aaron Sorkin, director Rob Reiner and actor Julianne Moore.

The threat of a Hollywood boycott carries particular weight in the state, which took in $1.7bn in spending from more than 200 film and television shoots last year.

Disney, whose Marvel division has recently filmed Captain America: Civil War and Guardians of the Galaxy 2 in the state, said that while its studios “have had great experiences filming in Georgia, we will plan to take our business elsewhere should any legislation allowing discriminatory practices be signed into state law”.

The clash over balancing religious freedom and civil rights has been reignited as public opinion has shifted towards broader support of gay rights and following last year’s Supreme Court decision legalising gay marriage across the country.

While more than a dozen states have passed religious freedom bills in the past year, many have raised the ire of companies, which have warned they will pull jobs and investment from states that pass laws seen as discriminatory and potentially threatening to business.

On Monday, opponents filed a federal lawsuit against North Carolina’s governor and other public officials, arguing that the law violates the US Constitution’s rights to privacy and equal protection.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is it like in Georgia as the Governor Nathan Deal said?

a. welcoming

b. passive

c. mean

d. traditional


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not mentioned as the aspect influenced badly by the legislation in the view of HRC president?

a. constituents

b. business

c. freedom of belief

d. Georgia’s future


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which city is in Georgia as speculation?

a. Columbia

b. Atlanta

c. Frankfort

d. Boston


[3]
 
 
答案



4. When did the Supreme Court legalize gay marriage across the country?

a. 2015

b. 2016

c. 2014

d. 2013


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. welcoming




解释：州长Deal表示，佐治亚州是个好客的州，他不打算为了保护宗教团队而歧视某个群体。





[2]

 答案c. freedom of belief




解释：Griffin认为这样带有歧视性的法案对其本身、商业发展和佐治亚州的未来都是不利的，并未提到宗教自由。





[3]

 答案b. Atlanta




解释：美国国家橄榄球联盟NFL表示，这项法案将可能危及到亚特兰大(Atlanta)申办超级碗的可能性，所以可推测出亚特兰大属于该州。其他城市未提及。





[4]

 答案a. 2015




解释：美国在2015年6月宣布同性婚姻合法化，各州不得立法禁止同性婚姻，但部分州仍存在同志群体的歧视现象。





消失吧！现金？



随着电子金融的兴起，我们使用现金的场合越来越少。德意志银行的联合首席执行官约翰·克赖恩(John Cryan)不是惯于夸张之人。然而，不久前，他的一番有关货币的话却可能让普通人感到惊讶。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

hyperbole 夸张法[haɪ'pɜːbəlɪ]

panel 座谈小组['pæn(ə)l]

uneven 不均匀的；[数] 奇数的[ʌn'iːv(ə)n]

blockchain 区块链(是比特币的一个重要概念)

cyber 网络的，计算机的['saɪbə]

curtail 剪短；剥夺…特权等[kɜː'teɪl]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

The benefits of scrapping cash（641words）

By Gillian Tett



John Cryan, co-head of Deutsche Bank, is not a man given to hyperbole. A couple of weeks ago, however, he made a comment about money that might make ordinary mortals blink.

Speaking on a financial technology panel at Davos, he cheerfully predicted that in a decade’s time cash probably won’t exist. Yes, you read that right: all those grubby greenbacks and tattered euro bills in your wallet are heading for the dustbin of history. “There is no need for it,” Mr Cryan declared. “It is terribly inefficient and expensive.” Can we believe him? Not if you look at the data.

It is true that in recent decades, as electronic finance has taken hold, our use of cash has been declining. According to the Bank for International Settlements, outstanding cash in circulation was 7.9 per cent of gross domestic product in the largest 19 economies in 2014, the most recent available data; in 2010 it was 8.4 per cent.

But what is striking is not the fact that cash use has declined but how slow — and uneven — this trend has been. Indeed, if you look at the total volume of cash in circulation, rather than cash as a percentage of GDP, Sweden is the only leading western economy where it has recently declined. Elsewhere it has been rising. In Japan, Switzerland, the eurozone and the UK, the ratio of cash to GDP has actually grown.

In Japan today cash in circulation is more than 20 per cent of GDP, while in Switzerland the ratio is above 10 per cent. In the UK, this ratio is 3.7 per cent, higher than in 2010. Those smartphone bank accounts and innovations in blockchain technology might look flashy but they have not killed off paper money. Yet.

Why? It is partly down to consumer habit, coupled with a popular mistrust of banks in countries such as Japan that have suffered financial busts. Another factor is that millions of poor households, even in America, still do not use banks. Criminals, terrorists and tax-evaders also tend to use cash for their operations, particularly large denomination bills.

But the really interesting thing is what happens in the next few years. For there are at least three situations bubbling that could yet change this dynamic and prove Mr Cryan at least partly right.

First, and most obviously, digital and cyber finance is spreading rapidly. Second, some governments are belatedly realising that reduced use of cash is helpful in terms of security and fighting crime. After all, drug dealers and Islamist militants generally do not use bank accounts or mobile payments. So one way to cut terrorism and crime might be to withdraw the big denomination bills they prefer. The European Commission is already pondering this: it announced this week that it is looking at whether to curtail the use of €500 notes. This seems a sensible step, one that other governments should consider.

The third factor that could influence cash usage in the next few years is, again, the stance of central banks themselves. As rates turn negative, central bankers in places such as Switzerland are scrambling to prevent consumers dashing into cash as this not only makes financial transactions less efficient but also makes monetary policy less effective. After all, if people hold physical cash — which, unlike a bank account, is not directly affected by negative rates — central bankers have less control.

It may take longer than a decade for Mr Cryan’s prediction to come to pass; but it would be dangerous to discount it. For better or worse, the nature of money is changing. And who knows? If this revolution helps curtail tax evasion and terrorist finance — and makes our lives more convenient along the way, too — it might turn out to be one of the better developments to have emerged from the finance industry in recent years.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When cash probably won’t exist just as John Cryan predicted?

a. ten years later

b. after Twenty Years

c. five years later

d. not mentioned


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which country’s volume of cash in circulation has declined recently?

a. Switzerland

b. Japan

c. Sweden

d. UK


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What kind of payment methods do terrorists and tax-evaders prefer?

a. mobile payments

b. large denomination bills

c. instructions for bank transfer

d. postal remittance


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not mentioned as the factor to threat the use of cash?

a. the use of €500 notes was curtailed

b. development of digital and cyber finance

c. the measure of fighting crime

d. the stance of central banks


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. ten years later




解释：John轻快地预测道，10年后现金很可能将不存在。





[2]

 答案c. Sweden




解释：瑞典是近年流通现金总量减少的唯一主要西方经济体。其他国家的流通现金一直在增加。在日本、瑞士、欧元区和英国，现金与GDP的比率实际上有所增加。





[3]

 答案b. large denomination bills




解释：犯罪分子、恐怖分子和逃税者倾向于使用现金，尤其是大面额钞票。





[4]

 答案a. the use of €500 notes was curtailed




解释：欧盟委员会正在研究是否减少500欧元纸币的使用，是第二个原因导致的结果。





如何高效打击卡路里



减肥并不是简单的“减重”，想要事半功倍，或许是时候淘汰三四十元的电子秤，能够检测体脂率、内脏脂肪和基础代谢率等数据，并进行分析，帮助你更好达标的智能体重秤如今得到更多人的青睐。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

validity 有效性；正确[və'lɪdɪtɪ]

shed 摆脱；散发[ʃed]

integrate 使…完整；成为一体['ɪntɪgreɪt]

jog 慢跑[dʒɒg]

caliper 卡尺；卡钳['kælɪpə]

organ [生物] 器官['ɔːg(ə)n]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Connected scales can help you lose weight（543words）

By Charles Wallace



Sales of fitness trackers are booming, with buyers saying that losing weight is one of their main goals.

When these devices were tested by researchers, however, questions were raised about the validity of the record of calories burnt. With errors of up to 400 calories a day, it can be difficult to figure out a way to shed pounds.

Luckily, there are better ways to lose weight. Several companies have introduced electronic scales that connect to the internet and integrate with software, providing you with a more accurate picture of your current situation and what to do to achieve your goals.

Recently I have been trying two products: the Polar Balance, a $99.95 smart scale from the Finnish sports fitness company, and the Under Armour HealthBox, a $400 package from the American sports clothing manufacturer, which includes a scale, heart rate monitor and fitness band.

Most electronic scales use WiFi to link to the internet, but the Polar Balance connects via Bluetooth with a Polar fitness tracker or watch.

It measures only weight but the data integrate nicely with the Polar Balance app, which is available on the web, or the Polar Flow app for your iPhone or Android device.

Using your height, weight and workout history, Polar’s software produces feedback on your eating and activity levels, and suggests the best way to reach your target.

For example, it might tell you to cut 200 calories from your food intake and add a 20-minute jog or a one-hour walk.

The Under Armour package goes several steps further. The Under Armour scale links to the internet by WiFi and shows not only your weight but an estimate of your body fat, which I found to be very accurate when I compared it by using the scientific approach of skin calipers.

One benefit of having an estimate of your body fat is that you know your lean mass — the weight of your muscles and organs — and can calculate how many calories you really need.

Under Armour has recently acquired a number of fitness apps that, when combined with the HealthBox, make losing weight much easier.

My favourite is MyFitnessPal, a food and exercise diary that calculates how many calories you have eaten and estimates how many calories you have burnt.

The app uses a database of 5m foods, so it is easy to keep track of the calories you take in each day.

While the estimate of calories burnt on MyFitnessPal is probably no more accurate than those of other fitness trackers, the key is that your workout is integrated daily with measurements of your weight and body fat from the Under Armour scale.

All of this information comes together in the Under Armour Record app, which is available free for both Apple iOS and Android phones, keeping track of sleep (using the Under Armour wrist tracker), workout activity and calories eaten.

The benefit of all this data collection is that research shows that people who keep a record of food intake lose twice as much weight as those who do not.

The reason that these trackers work is that it soon becomes obvious where the unnecessary calories are coming from.

Once you cut them out, you instantly see the benefit at your morning weigh-in.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of questions were raised for fitness trackers about the record of calories burnt?

a. validity

b. security

c. stability

d. sustainability


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is necessary for those electronic scales?

a. iPhone

b. researchers

c. software

d. fitness trackers


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to link to the internet for the most electronic scales?

a. Bluetooth

b. WiFi

c. wireless

d. infrared ray


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is wrong about electronic scale?

a. It can calculate how many calories you really need.

b. It’s unhelpful to lose weight.

c. It can offer exercise proposals.

d. It can estimate how many calories you have burnt.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. validity




解释：引起让研究者质疑的是这类数据追踪产品的准确性。





[2]

 答案c. software




解释：智能体重秤需要网络和对应的软件一起配合使用。





[3]

 答案b. WiFi




解释：大多数智能体重秤都是通过无线网络连接。





[4]

 答案b. It’s unhelpful to lose weight.




解释：研究表明由于这些智能体重秤记录数据，让用户更容易观察到每日那些不必要的热量从哪里来，从而比不使用这种产品的人更容易减掉两倍的重量。





麦当劳的“征友贴”



愚人节前一天，麦当劳中国突然宣布计划引进当地战略投资者，帮助麦当劳本地化、发力亚洲，同时未来增设约1500家新餐厅。想做麦叔叔的“小伙伴”真的要有非常雄厚的资金实力。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

refocuses 重新定位[ri'fokəs]

outlet 销路；批发商店['aʊtlet]

franchise 给…以特许（或特权）['fræn(t)ʃaɪz]

controversy 论战；辩论[ˈkɑːntrəvɜːrsi]

royalty 版税；王权['rɒɪəltɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

McDonald’s steps up expansion in Asia（528words）

By Lindsay Whipp in Chicago



McDonald’s plans to open more than 1,500 restaurants in China and Korea with local partners over the next five years, as it refocuses on expansion in the world’s second-biggest economy after a food safety scare there in 2014 hit sales.

Once the outlets are opened, the world’s largest fast-food chain by sales would have more than 4,300 restaurants across the two countries, 54 per cent more than the roughly 2,800 it has now.

The company is working with Morgan Stanley in Asia to find local partners, which it said would expedite growth and decision making while increasing funds available for investment. Its stores in China and Korea account for 7.8 per cent of McDonald’s outlets worldwide.

RJ Hottovy, an analyst at Morningstar, said it was a “smart strategy” to work with local partners in Asia, pointing to similar moves by companies such as 3G-owned Restaurant Brands International’s Burger King.

“[It’s a] situation where they can find a large private equity or other franchising company in those regions and effectively put a lot of capital responsibility on to those guys [with] sub-franchising rights,” he said. “Burger King has had great success with this.”

The expansion plans come as China — where McDonald’s has already said it plans to open 250 restaurants this year — becomes increasingly competitive in the fast-food market with changing consumer tastes, rising labour costs and higher rents, and slower economic growth. Along with rival Yum Brands, which owns and operates the KFC, Pizza Hut and Taco Bell franchises, sales suffered following a meat mislabelling crisis in 2014 that also affected its Japanese operations.

“These actions build on our turnaround efforts and will advance local ownership, enable faster decision-making and achieve restaurant growth,” said Steve Easterbrook, chief executive of McDonald’s, in a statement on Thursday.

The expansion in China also comes amid big changes at Yum, which is spinning off its Chinese operations, and is in talks with KKR to acquire a minority stake.

McDonald’s, which is based in Oak Brook, Illinois, is undergoing a transformation led by Mr Easterbrook. In the US, he is steering the company back to sales growth in its all-important home market after a tough few years losing out to younger companies with healthier menus.

Abroad, in what it calls its “high-growth markets” including China, Korea and Russia, McDonald’s is looking to expand with the aid of local partners, as part of a broader plan to reduce the number of restaurants it owns and operates. Last year it said it had made an agreement with a local partner to expand in western Siberia.

It has also said it is looking for partners in Japan, where half of the company’s shares are listed, and Taiwan.

The headway that McDonald’s has been making in reversing losses at home with simpler menus, all-day breakfasts and healthier offerings has helped push the company’s stock to record highs.

However, McDonald’s is not without its controversy. The European Commission has accused Luxembourg of establishing a tax scheme for the company, allowing it to pay no tax on European royalties. And in Brazil federal prosecutors have launched an investigation into alleged violations of labour, tax and franchise laws.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What hit McDonald’s sales in China 2 years ago?

a. meat mislabelling crisis

b. rising labour costs

c. debt crisis

d. food safety scare


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who is working with McDonald’s in Asia to find local partners now?

a. Morgan Stanley

b. GoldmanSachs

c. Morningstar

d. HSBC Bank


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which brand has had benefited from cooperation with local partners as RJ Hottovy said?

a. KFC

b. Burger King

c. Morningstar

d. Pizza hut


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not mentioned as its “high-growth markets” as well as looking to expand with the aid of local partners?

a. China

b. Brazil

c. Korea

d. Russia


[4]
 
 
答案



阅读速度参考值：







	
 阅读时间 

	
 WPM 

	
 参考水平 




	
 3分19秒 

	
 140 

	
 朗读速度 




	
 2分32秒 

	
 250 

	
 美国中学生 




	
 1分31秒 

	
 350 

	
 美国大学生 




	
 0分53秒 

	
 1000 

	
 速读高手 








[1]

 答案d. food safety scare




解释：麦当劳2014年其全球销售量将因为在中国的食品安全丑闻而下滑。





[2]

 答案a. Morgan Stanley




解释：麦当劳管理团队目前邀请摩根斯坦利公司为其寻找战略投资者。





[3]

 答案b. Burger King




解释：晨星公司的研究员RJ Hottovy表示，麦当劳的策略是明智的，而事实也证明汉堡王在和本地伙伴合作后受益颇多。





[4]

 答案b. Brazil




解释：在所谓的“高增长市场”，麦当劳需要本地伙伴需求变革同时还会转让部分股权。





提高效率？成就清单好过待办事项



当待办清单往往变成“未完成”清单，总让人备感压力和消沉。不如列一个成就清单来鼓励自己吧！

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

demotivate 使变得消极[di:'məutiveit]

journal 日记；分类账['dʒɜːn(ə)l]

rational 理性的['ræʃ(ə)n(ə)l]

jot down 草草记下；匆匆记下

meditation 冥想；沉思[medɪ'teɪʃ(ə)n]

treadmill 跑步机['tredmɪl]

embroiled 卷入的；纠缠不清的[im'brɔild]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Is ‘done’ better than ‘to do’ when it comes to making lists?（541words）

By Emma De Vita



Writing a “done” list instead of a to-do list, and leaving your problem-solving to when you are tired are two of the productivity tips in a new book, Brainhack .

Neil Pavitt, the author, says a to-do list often turns into a “what you haven’t done” list, leaving you feeling stressed and demotivated. He suggests keeping a “done list” — a journal of your biggest achievements, which will remind you of your successes and motivate you.

“Get a nice paper diary and only put down things that are really of value to you, whether inside or outside of work,” Mr Pavitt says. He makes three entries a week and reappraises it every couple of months to give himself a boost.

A hack that may work for some is to save creative thinking for when you are tired. “If you have to be focused and analytical you need to be fresh, but if you want to come up with creative ideas, late at night or when you have just woken up are useful times.”

Mr Pavitt says that because your brain is in a different state, it operates in a less rational way. “Your mind will wander more and therefore you’ll be far more likely to create new connections and come up with unexpected ideas.”

Just keep a pad to hand to jot down ideas before you forget them, he adds.

Morning, McKinsey-style

A compulsive checking of emails as soon as he woke was a productivity-destroying habit for Manish Chopra, a partner at McKinsey, the management consultancy. He dropped the habit as part of an overhaul of his morning routine.

Where previously he felt stressed, he says he now feels energetic and enjoys a greater sense of purpose.

The first thing Mr Chopra aims to do after waking at between 5am and 6am, is up to an hour’s meditation.

Ideally, he then exercises for 20 to 30 minutes on a treadmill before eating breakfast and spending time with his family. During his first two waking hours, he finds 10 minutes to plan his day. He does this before opening his laptop and becoming embroiled in emails. He also writes down on an index card the five things he would like to get done, keeping it in his pocket for reference. At 7am he will start on work emails and phone calls.

Under his old routine, he would not have woken up before 7am and would not have meditated or exercised. By shifting his day so he gets up and winds down earlier, he has made time to fit these in.

Checking emails in bed or rushing to get dressed will not set you up for the day in the best way, says Benjamin Spall, co-founder of My Morning Routine, an online collection of interviews with successful people about their morning habits.

Mr Spall recommends spending quality time with family, or working on a personal project that you enjoy, to make the morning a time that you will look forward to.

Blockages in the stream

Peter Thiel, co-founder of PayPal, on how past success can block future innovation: “Spotify could never have started life in the US, the record labels are too big,” he told students at HEC Paris business school last week.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What should be recorded on a “done list” as Neil Pavitt said?

a. biggest failure

b. unfulfilled desires

c. biggest achievements

d. forgotten little things


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many entries does Mr. Pavitt make within a week?

a. 3

b. 2

c. 10

d. 1


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What made Manish Chopra, a partner at McKinsey, feel stressed in the past?

a. made ‘to do’ list

b. checked emails compulsively

c. woke up too early

d. an hour’s meditation


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What can block future innovation from the example of Spotify?

a. capital controls

b. past induction

c. bad habits

d. past success


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. biggest achievements




解释：他认为，列出一个“已完成”清单，记录你取得的最重要成就，将让你想起自己的成功并产生动力。





[2]

 答案a. 3




解释：帕维特表示：“准备一个漂亮的日记本，只记下对你来说真正有价值的事情，不管是工作外还是工作内。”他每周列三条，每隔两个月进行重新评估来激励自己。





[3]

 答案b. checked emails compulsively




解释：对于管理咨询机构麦肯锡Manish Chopra而言，以前早晨一醒来就强迫性地查看电邮是一种破坏生产率的习惯，这个时候他会感觉压力极大。





[4]

 答案d. past success




解释：PayPal联合创始人Peter表示过去的成功可能阻碍未来创新：“Spotify永远不可能在美国诞生，美国的唱片公司太大了。”





咖啡与酒的无限可能



不知不觉，咖啡厅和酒吧之间的界限越发不那么清晰了。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

macchiato 玛奇朵[,mækɪ'ɑːtəʊ]

brewery 啤酒厂['brʊərɪ]

entice 诱使；怂恿[ɪn'taɪs; en-]

filter coffee 过滤式咖啡

hipster 赶时髦的人[hɪpstə]

tangential 扯远的[tæn'dʒenʃ(ə)l]

franchise 特权；经销权['fræn(t)ʃaɪz]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Pub groups wake up and smell the coffee （541words）

By Paul McClean and Aliya Ram



A man walks into a bar and asks for a latte macchiato.

That might have been a joke in the past. But, faced with high rents, falling alcohol consumption and competition from supermarkets, pub groups and breweries are increasingly relying on alternative revenue streams — such as quality coffee — to entice customers through their doors.

Fuller’s, the independent brewery, opened its first standalone coffee shop in 2014 and now sells almost 2m hot drinks a year. Wetherspoons, the pub chain, began serving filter coffee with free refills for 99p last year, and says it now sells more than 1m cups every week.

“We are clearly seeing that the purpose of visiting a Fuller’s pub is as likely to be for food or a coffee as it is for an alcoholic drink,” says chief executive Simon Emeny. “The smoking ban was the catalyst for pubs to broaden their potential market, and we now take coffee incredibly seriously. Sales are growing by double digits every year.”

The trend is also working in reverse, as UK mass market and independent coffee shop chains fire back by introducing alcoholic drinks.

“Coffee shops and pubs are moving into each other’s territory because they’re both under pressure,” says Jeffrey Young, chief executive of research group Allegra. “Coffee shops are doing it because growth is slowing, and pubs are doing it to survive.”

One factor, according to people in the industry, is that “hipster” consumers are making the same demands — for organic ingredients and local sourcing — whatever they are drinking.

Nick Tolley, founder of independent London-based coffee house Taylor St. Baristas, says one motivation behind the move into alcohol is “to make use of dead rent, to exploit a different part of the day and to get more bang for your buck”.

But he adds: “The other is that it’s a tangential alignment of values — we’re not selling Kronenbourg or Stella, the wines and beers we’re stocking are from small wineries and breweries, and they’re organic and green, much like our coffee.”

BrewDog, the Scottish craft brewer that this month bought a 33 per cent stake in Edinburgh-based upmarket coffee chain Third Wave, says “the people who appreciate craft beer often also have a taste for speciality coffee”.

Big coffee chains Starbucks and Pret-a-Manger are also embracing the trend for craft beer, introducing it alongside wine in certain stores to accompany hot evening meals.

Starbucks, which already sells alcohol in 300 US stores, says a successful trial in Stansted airport led it to introduce menus “for the late afternoon and evening” in three other franchises at airports and train stations in the UK.

It says it intends to expand the scheme as it looks to respond to changing consumer habits.

Analysts say that particularly for the bigger coffee sellers, the move into alcohol is motivated by a slowdown in the growth of coffee sales.

“There’s been so much growth in coffee that for ages the big players didn’t need to do much else — they were struggling to deal with the demand for coffee as it was, and were focused on keeping a clear brand identity,” says Mr Young at Allegra. “But now, with growth slowing, and under increasing pressure from small independents, they’ve had to act.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is not mentioned as the reason of the change of pub groups?

a. falling costs within the coffee industry

b. high rents

c. falling alcohol consumption

d. competition from supermarkets


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What was the catalyst for pubs to broaden potential market as the CEO of Fuller’s said?

a. high rents

b. smoking ban

c. filter coffee

d. growing trend


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who has already sold alcohol in 300 US stores as the coffee chain brand?

a. Pret-a-Manger

b. Costa Coffee

c. Wetherspoons

d. Starbucks


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What did bigger coffee sellers do in the past from analysts said (in the last paragraph)?

a. sold alcohol

b. kept a clear brand identity

c. made use of dead rent

d. competed with small independents


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. falling costs within the coffee industry




解释：文章并没有提到咖啡行业的成本下降。





[2]

 答案b. smoking ban




解释：首席执行官Simon Emeny表示，室内禁烟令曾是他们拓宽潜在市场的催化剂。





[3]

 答案d. Starbucks




解释：一些大型的咖啡连锁公司已经尝试跨界销售酒精饮品。





[4]

 答案b. kept a clear brand identity




解释：在过去的很长一段时间，那些大型咖啡经销商几乎没有什么销售压力，只需要处理订单需求，集中精力塑造品牌辨识度。而现在要面对更多独立小咖啡店的竞争而不得不做出行动。





WhatsApp：为护隐私 自断后路



如今，WhatsApp甚至采取比苹果更极端的立场——苹果还能说愿不愿意提交用户数据，WhatsApp则是即使愿意，也无法提交了，它断绝了所有后路。“唯一能读取这条信息的人是作为这条信息收件人的人或者群。没有人能看到这条信息。网络犯罪分子不能……专制政权不能。甚至我们也不能。”

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

snoop 调查，窥探[snuːp]

cyber 网络的，计算机的['saɪbə]

prominent 显著的；杰出的['prɒmɪnənt]

hamper 妨碍；束缚['hæmpə]

surveillance 监督；监视[sɝ'veləns]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

WhatsApp extends encryption to 1bn users（554words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco



WhatsApp has joined Apple in defying the US government’s efforts to gain access to mobile phone users’ private messages by rolling out tough encryption protections that will prevent law enforcement agencies from snooping on its more than one billion users.

The Facebook-owned chat app expanded its end-to-end encryption just weeks after Apple narrowly avoided a legal showdown with the FBI over access to the iPhone owned by one of the shooters in the San Bernardino terrorist attack that killed 14 people.

Like the iPhone’s messaging software, WhatsApp will now hold no keys to users’ private communication — whether it is one-on-one or group messages, photos or calls — and so cannot grant law enforcement access even if they have a warrant.

Law enforcement agencies have warned that increasingly sophisticated encryption on digital communications could hinder their ability to track terrorists and criminals. Tech groups argue that weakening encryption would make it easier for cyber criminals to attack their customers, at a time of a growing number of cyber attacks.

Jan Koum, WhatsApp co-founder, said that protecting private communication was a core value at WhatsApp, partly because of his own experience growing up in the Soviet Union.

“The idea is simple: when you send a message, the only person who can read it is the person or group chat that you send that message to. No one can see inside that message. Not cybercriminals. Not hackers. Not oppressive regimes. Not even us,” he wrote in a blog post.

WhatsApp began to roll out end-to-end encryption in 2014 but until now it had not covered all devices and all types of communication.

Apple has been the most prominent defender of the tech industry’s right to protect consumers from government snooping, refusing to aid the FBI with accessing an iPhone belonging to Syed Farook, who alongside his wife committed the San Bernardino shooting last year.

The court case was dropped two weeks ago after the FBI said it had found another way to unlock the iPhone, sparking speculation about how the agency may have hacked into the device and whether they would be able to use the same technique on other iPhones.

Facebook was one of several tech companies to support Apple in the fight, signing a letter that said the government’s order “exceeds the bounds of existing law and, when applied more broadly, will harm Americans’ security in the long run”. However, none of Facebook’s other apps have the same high level of encryption that WhatsApp does.

A white paper by WhatsApp added that even if someone accesses the encryption keys from a user’s device, they cannot go back in time to decrypt previously sent messages. This would have hampered law enforcement efforts to access messages on a device such as Mr Farook’s, which they had possession of physically.

WhatsApp has been directly criticised by governments, including the UK, which floated the idea that it would ban or try to weaken the encryption on the app last year, before dropping it in the face of opposition.

With most of WhatsApp’s users outside the US, Mr Koum said that he was concerned about surveillance in countries without the same “checks and balances”. Speaking to Wired magazine, he said: “Building secure products actually makes for a safer world, [though] many people in law enforcement may not agree with that.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1、Who owns the WhatsApp now?

a. Apple

b. Google

c. Facebook

d. Yahoo


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of encryption does WhatsApp use to protect privacy?

a. end-to-end encryption

b. one-on-one encryption

c. public-key encryption

d. encipher transmit mode


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is a core value at WhatsApp as mentioned from its co-founder?

a. receiving information quickly

b. protecting private communication

c. reading experience

d. informational multiplicity


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who has been the most prominent defender to protect consumers from government snooping?

a. Facebook

b. WhatsApp

c. Google

d. Apple


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Facebook




解释：WhatsApp 是Facebook旗下的聊天应用。





[2]

 答案a. end-to-end encryption




解释：WhatsApp宣布把文字、语音通话、相片、视频、群组或单独的对话，都采取端至端的加密保护。





[3]

 答案b. protecting private communication




解释：WhatsApp联合创始人简·库姆(Jan Koum)表示，保护私人通信是WhatsApp的核心价值观之一，部分原因是他在苏联长大的经历。





[4]

 答案d. Apple




解释：苹果一直是科技行业保护消费者不受政府监视的权利的最知名捍卫者，该公司拒绝帮助FBI解锁赛义德·法鲁克(Syed Farook)的iPhone，法鲁克和他的妻子去年实施了圣贝纳迪诺枪击案。





厨神难当



还记得《地狱厨房》里面那个脾气火爆、满嘴F打头、常常把选手骂到哭的顶级厨神戈登·拉姆齐（Gordon Ramsay）吗？他的米其林三星餐厅尽管味道不用说，但是大厨还是得拿出自己的主持赚钱来补贴餐厅。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

put into administration 接管

pre-tax losses 税前损失

expansion 阐述；扩张物[ɪk'spænʃ(ə)n; ek-]

depreciation 折旧；贬值[dɪ,priːʃɪ'eɪʃ(ə)n; -sɪ'eɪ-]

amortization 阻尼；分期偿还[ə,mɔːtaɪ'zeɪʃən]

eatery 小饭馆['iːtərɪ]

merit 优点，价值['merɪt]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Gordon Ramsay restaurants expect return to profit next year（360words）

By Paul McClean



The Gordon Ramsay Group of restaurants is aiming to return to profit next year after several years of losses as a turnround starts to pay off.

The group, which includes 29 restaurants sharing six Michelin stars, struggled after the 2008 financial crisis, which chief executive Stuart Gillies admits “almost killed us”. Accountants were drawing up plans to put the company into administration, but it underwent a strategic review following the appointment of Mr Gillies in 2011, and its losses have fallen steadily since.

Pre-tax losses fell from £6.4m in 2013 to £2m in 2014, and accounts published on Tuesday showed losses fell again to £0.7m in the 12 months to September 2015. Mr Gillies remained confident that the company would be in profit by next year.

Gordon Ramsay Group said it was planning to open its first UK restaurants outside London, with potential sites in Manchester, Leeds and Birmingham as it sought to exploit “enormous opportunities for expansion both in the UK and around the world”.

Sales grew 12.6 per cent to £50.3m in 2015 after the group opened restaurants in Hong Kong, Singapore and Dubai. Earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation rose 41 per cent to £5.7m.

The restaurant group reported a near 90 per cent fall in pre-tax profits in 2009 and Gordon Ramsay and Chris Hutcheson, his father-in-law, injected £5m of their own money into the business to avoid administration.

The company “debranded” its restaurants as part of its turnround plan, removing Mr Ramsay’s name from the eateries “so that the teams running the restaurants could put up blinkers and focus on the DNA of each individual operation,” added Mr Gillies.

“It was a sensitive conversation when we asked Gordon to take his name off [some restaurants], but it was a move he completely agreed with. It meant we were focused on delivering quality food that would be judged solely on its merit, and not because of a wave of reputation that went with it,” said Mr Gillies.

The chief executive said the “spend per head” was much higher before the financial crisis.

“But after 2008, expense accounts changed and it became ugly to spend that amount of money on a meal. We sharpened the focus, so it wasn’t about Gordon but about the market trends and needs,” he said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How about Gordon Ramsay restaurants’ financial situation in the past several years?

a. a slight profit

b. lots of earnings

c. balance of payments

d. heavy losses


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When was the group hit so hard?

a. 2008

b. 2015

c. 2013

d. 2014


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where can you find Gordon Ramsay restaurants in UK now?

a. Manchester

b. Leeds

c. London

d. Birmingham


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why the group asked Gordon to take his name off some restaurants?

a. the market trends

b. food can be judged solely

c. request from his father-in-law

d. Gordon was quit


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. heavy losses




解释：文章讲预计明年可以逆转财务状况实现盈利，可知前几年是亏损的。





[2]

 答案a. 2008




解释：2008年的经济危机对餐厅的打击很大，危机后餐厅的人均消费减少。





[3]

 答案c. London




解释：集团计划在英国开第一家伦敦以外的餐厅，所以目前只有在伦敦可以找到。





[4]

 答案b. food can be judged solely




解释：这样做的目的是让食客通过食品品质做评判，而不是Gordon的个人声望。





富二代喜欢去哪玩？



对于中国的“富二代”和家族企业继承人来说，哪里的美景最吸引人？哪里的美食值得一试？他们的平均家庭旅游支出是多少？这篇文章给你答案。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

sophistication 复杂；诡辩[sə,fɪstɪ'keɪʃn]

high-end 高端的；高档的['haɪɛnd]

outbound 出站；驶向外国的['aʊtbaʊnd]

heir 继承人；后嗣[eə]

cohort 一群；支持者['kəʊhɔːt]

butler 男管家['bʌtlə]

remotest 遥远的（remote的最高级）

Moët Hennessy 酩悦轩尼诗（全球高档酒业巨擘）

Tibetan plateau 青藏高原

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Rich Chinese millennials favour Japan, France for luxury tourism （516words）

By Gabriel Wildau in Shanghai



France and Japan are the most popular global destinations for affluent Chinese millennials who value cultural sophistication and high-end shopping, according to a report on luxury travel.

Chinese tourists spent more than $215bn on foreign travel in 2015 — 53 per cent more than the previous year — becoming the world’s largest outbound tourist group, according to the International Tourism Organization.

According to the report on affluent Chinese travellers born after 1980, the Hurun Report, which publishes the annual Hurun China Rich List, found that foodies ranked Japan highest, while France was viewed as a “shopping paradise”. Australia was the third most popular foreign destination.

The report is based on a survey of 525 young luxury travellers, defined as those who spend over Rmb200,000 ($30,400) annually on travel and tourism. More than half are second generation of a wealthy family or heirs to a family business.

“I often use the word ‘picky’, but one could also say ‘spoiled’,” said Rupert Hoogewerf, publisher of the Hurun Report.

Survey respondents spend an average of $64,000 on travel per household, of which retail accounted for $33,000. Clothing, bags, watches and jewellery are the most popular items. Their average hotel budget is $470 per night. Local specialities, electronics and alcohol were less sought after.

The Chinese international travel boom has so far largely escaped the impact of the Communist party’s anti-corruption campaign, but luxury goods producers have felt the impact through slowing sales.

Wealthy young Chinese travellers want to receive travel information through WeChat, the popular mobile messaging app run by Tencent Holdings, and prefer internet-based concierge services from hotels over picking up the phone. In fact, WeChat dominates overall mobile phone usage for this cohort, ranking ahead of viewing photos and videos, browsing, email and shopping.

“It’s the combination of digital with personalisation. Travellers want butler-level service, but facilitated by a digital experience,” said Peggy Fang Roe, chief sales and marketing officer for Asia Pacific at Marriott International, which sponsored the report.

Marriott began accepting Alipay, the mobile payment service run by Alibaba Group’s financial affiliate, in its China hotels and some international locations this year. The company will open a Bulgari-branded hotel in Shanghai in 2017, adding to its existing portfolio of 91 China properties, including 21 in the luxury category.

Ms Fang Roe said that the company’s non-Chinese hotels saw a 25 per cent annual rise in Chinese travellers in the first quarter this year.

But few rich Chinese millennials participate in hotel rewards programmes, creating opportunities for luxury operators. Rewards programmes are a vital revenue driver for global hotel brands, which avoid paying commissions to online travel websites for travellers who book rooms directly from the hotel’s own website or reservation hotline.

China is a major focus for global luxury brands. China had 3.14m dollar millionaires by the end of last year, up 8 per cent from 2014, Hurun said in January.

Moët Hennessy will reveal a new high-end wine next week produced in Adong, an area perched 2,600m above sea level on the edge of the Tibetan plateau, one of the remotest places on earth.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which country was the world’s largest outbound tourist group in 2015?

a. France

b. Japan

c. China

d. Australia


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which country was ranked highest by foodies according to the report？

a. Japan

b. France

c. Australia

d. Malaysia


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one of the following is not on the “want list” for young luxury travelers?

a. bags

b. local specialities

c. watches

d. jewellery


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Where is the origin of Moët Hennessy’s new high-end wine as mentioned?

a. France

b. China

c. Australia

d. Italy


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. China




解释：去年，中国游客的海外旅游消费超过2150亿美元，比前一年增长53%，成为全球最大出境游市场。





[2]

 答案a. Japan




解释：在美食家看来，日本的美食最受青睐。





[3]

 答案d. jewellery




解释：他们对地方特产、电子产品和酒类的兴趣则不那么浓厚。





[4]

 答案b. China




解释：最后一段Adong（德钦阿东村）在青藏高原边缘。





中国广告的种族歧视



一则中国的洗衣液广告，在西方媒体的转载之下，引发大量关于种族歧视的指控。制造商不得不改变几日前的说法，周六（5月28日）发表道歉声明。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

detergent 清洁剂；去垢剂[dɪ'tɜːdʒ(ə)nt]

withdraw 撤退；收回[wɪð'drɔː]

denounce 谴责；告发[dɪ'naʊns]

racism 种族歧视；人种偏见['reɪsɪz(ə)m]

discrimination 歧视；区别[dɪ,skrɪmɪ'neɪʃ(ə)n]

amplifying 放大的['æmpli,faiiŋ]

portrayal 描绘；画像[pɔː'treɪəl]

exploitative 剥削的；利用的[ɪk'splɒɪtətɪv]

beacon 灯塔['biːk(ə)n]

postcolonial 殖民地时期之后的[pəʊs(t)kə'ləʊnɪəl]

woo 求爱；恳求[wuː]

Jim Crow laws 《吉姆·克劳法》

《吉姆·克劳法》 泛指1876年至1965年间美国南部各州以及边境各州对有色人种实行种族隔离制度的法律。

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Chinese company withdraws detergent advert after racism outcry （438words）

By Lucy Hornby in Beijing and agencies



A Chinese detergent maker has apologised and withdrawn an advertisement that went viral worldwide for all the wrong reasons.

Shanghai Leishang Comestics’ advert for Qiaobi detergent featured a young Chinese woman popping a paint-splattered African suitor into a washing machine. The machine whirrs away and, to her delight, he emerges as a Chinese man in a sparkling white T-shirt. Picked up by social media and the international press, the commercial was denounced for its casual racism.

In a statement over the weekend, Leishang said it took responsibility for the advert’s content, saying it it strongly shunned and condemned racial discrimination, although it blamed foreign media for amplifying the controversy over the commercial, which first appeared on Chinese social media in March.

“We express our apology for the harm caused to the African people because of the spread of the ad and the over-amplification by the media,” it said. “We sincerely hope the public and the media will not over-read it.”

A company employee known only as Mr Wang had previously told The Global Times, the Chinese newspaper, that the critics were “too sensitive,” and the issue of racial discrimination never came up during the production of the video.

The unwelcome publicity undermines China’s portrayal of itself as a benevolent partner for Africa, the Caribbean and the Middle East, free of the exploitative and racist legacy of the European colonial powers.

President Xi Jinping has relaunched a diplomatic initiative that recalls China’s role as a beacon for unaligned countries during the Cold War. Respooling this reading of China as an advocate for poorer countries and an alternative to the US comes after a decade of unprecedented outbound investment in resources and infrastructure.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Chinese diplomats led by former premier Zhou Enlai prided themselves on their ties to postcolonial states in Africa and the Middle East. In the same era, Jim Crow laws in the US barred dark-skinned diplomats from hotels and golf courses, tarnishing Washington’s efforts to woo newly independent states away from allying with the Soviet Union.

The advert was also criticised on Chinese social media after it came to the world’s attention. It was aired in China for several months without comment before being picked up by expats living in China.

Its music and sequences closely resemble an Italian detergent commercial broadcast about nine years ago, but which has a different twist. In the Italian version, a put-upon women doing the laundry late at night stuffs her gawky Italian boyfriend into the washing machine and is delighted when a muscular black man emerges. “Coloured is Better” reads the tagline for Coloreria detergent.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Who showed up after the machine whirrs away in the advertisement?

a. an African man with clean clothes

b. a Chinese man with clean clothes

c. a muscular black man with clean clothes

d. a Chinese man with soiled clothes


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who were blamed by the detergent maker for amplifying the controversy over the commercial?

a. foreign media

b. Chinese social media

c. African people

d. the design company


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the China’s role for unaligned countries during the Cold War?

a. sunshine

b. space center

c. Right-hand man

d. lighthouse


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the significant difference between the advertisement and Italian version?

a. twist

b. music

c. sequences

d. production


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案b. a Chinese man with clean clothes




解释： 在洗衣机嗡嗡作响之后,洗衣机里钻出的这名追求者变成了一名身着白里透亮的T恤的中国男子。





[2]

 答案a. foreign media




解释：该公司将对这则广告争议的放大归咎于外国媒体。这则广告是今年3月首次出现在中国社交媒体上的。





[3]

 答案d. lighthouse




解释：中国在冷战期间扮演的不结盟国家灯塔角色。





[4]

 答案a. twist




解释：该广告的背景音乐和内容编排与大约九年前的一则意大利洗衣液广告很相似，但两者的情节转折却不同。这则为Coloreria洗衣液所做广告的结束语是“有色的更棒”（Coloured is Better)。





征税能否让人更加健康？



一些亚洲的苏打水消费大国准备给气泡水征税，以此来降低此类产品引起健康问题的概率。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

diabetes 糖尿病[,daɪə'biːtiːz]

detrimental 有害的[,detrɪ'ment(ə)l]

ramp up 加大

consistent 一致的[kən'sɪst(ə)nt]

aggregate 合计['ægrɪgət; (for v.) ˈægrɪgeɪt]

levy 征税['levɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Asian nations get sweet on soda taxes（721words）

By Avantika Chilkoti in Jakarta



Some of Asia’s biggest soda-guzzling nations are preparing to impose taxes on fizzy drinks, following similar moves in France, certain US states and Mexico.

The $560bn global soda industry has come under attack worldwide as doctors and policymakers fret about the mounting toll — on health as well as government coffers — of obesity and diabetes.

Many liken the threat to the industry of greater taxes and regulation with curbs on tobacco — and they could prove just as detrimental to the likes of Pepsi, Coca-Cola and other fizzy drink manufacturers.

However, while cigarette makers have mitigated the impact of regulatory burdens in the rich world by ramping up sales in emerging markets, moves in Asia suggest the war on sugar may prove more globally consistent.

Governments are looking to implement some form of sugar tax in Indonesia, India and the Philippines, where the soft drinks industry is worth an aggregate $18bn according to Euromonitor — a vast potential market still only a fifth of the size of that of western Europe.

Proposals are most advanced in the Philippines, where the House of Representatives is set to rule on introducing a 10 per cent excise tax on all sugar-sweetened drinks.

“In India and Southeast Asia the prevalence [of obesity] is lower but the increase in prevalence over the past decade in many cases is alarming,” says Bruce Lee at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Discussions are at an earlier stage in Indonesia, which scrapped a “luxury tax” on sweetened drinks in 2004, and India, where a government committee led by chief economic adviser Arvind Subramanian recommended a 40 per cent levy in December.

Drinks makers are braced for a big dent in sales if the measures go through. Mexico, which introduced a tax on sugary drinks and junk food two years ago, has become the benchmark for other emerging markets. The measures reduced sales by 12 per cent by the end of the first year and raised more than $2bn in tax receipts.

Analysts caution that any new measures in Asia could have other unwanted consequences, however, deterring investments from multinational groups that governments have been eager to attract.

Some warn that the new measures in India let domestic brands off the hook. The added duty targets aerated drinks, a category dominated by multinationals such as Pepsi and Coca-Cola; packaged juices, which are largely produced by local players such as market leader Dabur, would not be affected.

“The agenda is not transparent and my hunch is there is an element of protectionism,” says Saurabh Mukherjea at Ambit Capital, the Mumbai-based brokerage.

Coca-Cola in India has slammed the suggested taxes as detrimental to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Make in India campaign to draw foreign investors to the country, adding that the group and its bottling partners create employment for about 200,000 people.

In Indonesia, where producers are already battling slowing growth and currency volatility, the proposed taxes are expected to deal a blow to the industry. New brands such as Peruvian Big Cola have heightened competition and industry lobby groups say any additional tax would throttle the market.

“The category is still very small,” says Triyono Prijosoesilo at the Association of Indonesian Soft Drink Producers. “People change their choice of beverage easily — if they feel that a packaged tea becomes very expensive, they can switch into water or non-packaged beverages.”

Industry analysts further question whether a tax would deter sweet-toothed Indians and Indonesians who tend to add large quantities of sugar to traditional unpackaged drinks.

“Even tea in Indonesia is with sugar,” says Ade Elimin at PwC in Jakarta. “Indonesians love sugar — they like sweet drinks.

In India 70m adults have diabetes, the world’s highest number behind China.

Experts warn that the associated healthcare costs can be ruinous. World Health Organisation estimates suggest the family of a low-income Indian adult with diabetes could spend as much as 25 per cent of their income on diabetes care.

With growing evidence of the harms of sweetened food and drink, experts emphasise the importance of discouraging consumption when the industry is still fledgling — as it is in much of emerging Asia.

“There is evidence that sugar is both an acquired taste and potentially addictive,” says Mr Lee at Johns Hopkins. “It is best to act before you even acquire the habit.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why global soda industry is under attack?

a. The discrimination in recruiting.

b. The industry has bad impact to environment.

c. The price of them is too high.

d. The drinks are harmful to health.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the influence of increased tax rate in Mexico?

a. The sales reduced 12 percent by the end of first year

b. The influence is slight

c. The sales reduced 30 percent

d. The sales increased 10pecent


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many adults in Indonesia have diabetes?

a. 120million

b. 70million

c. 30million

d. 100million


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which factor is not true according to article?

a. Indonesians love sugar and sweet drinks

b. Sugar is both an acquired taste and potentially addictive

c. The cost of associated healthcare can be ruinous

d. The taxation can reduce the consumption of Sugar in Indonesia certainly


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案d. The drinks are harmful to health.




解释：因为健康原因苏打水制造商被口诛笔伐。





[2]

 答案a. The sales reduced 12 percent by the end of first year




解释：在墨西哥，自从含糖饮料被征税后，销量下降了12%。





[3]

 答案b. 70million




解释：在印尼7000万人患糖尿病，仅次于中国。





[4]

 答案d. The taxation can reduce the consumption of Sugar in Indonesia certainly




解释：有分析家称，就算印尼人在含糖饮料的消费少了。他们也有可能加更多的糖到未包装的饮料中。





“四大”未来的招聘模式？



“四大”的福利待遇令不少毕业生心驰神往，然而是否真像预测的那样：大型审计机构将减少招聘应届毕业生？而与此同时，哪一领域的应届毕业生却越来越吃香？想进“四大”，或许本文会给你启发。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

audit 审计；[审计] 查账['ɔːdɪt]

mundane 世俗的，平凡的['mʌndeɪn; mʌn'deɪn]

entry-level 入门的；初级的

adoption 采用；收养；接受[ə'dɒpʃ(ə)n]

interrogate 审问；质问[ɪn'terəgeɪt]

四大 普华永道（PwC）、德勤（DTT）、毕马威（KPMG）、安永（EY）

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Technology transforms Big Four hiring practices （506words）

By Harriet Agnew



The Big Four professional services firms — among the largest employers of graduates globally — are drastically rethinking their hiring practices as technology transforms the way companies are audited.

As parts of the audit process are automated, and firms embrace artificial intelligence, much of the mundane administrative work often given to entry-level employees is being eliminated. This has led to predictions of a significant fall in graduate recruitment at some of the biggest auditors.

“Over time our graduate needs are coming down,” said Steve Varley, chairman and managing partner for the UK and Ireland at EY. “We hired 650 graduates in 2010 and 1,200 graduates in 2015. Given the rate at which technology is speeding up audit, that number could drop by 50 per cent in 2020.”

At the same time, the increasing adoption of technology means graduates with skills in areas such as data analytics and computer sciences are in high demand.

Over the medium term, the hiring model of the professional services firms will change dramatically, according to Jim Peterson, a US-based accounting specialist and author. “Firms will no longer need armies of junior staff but instead will need the best algorithm design geeks in the world,” he said. “They will audit large companies with a team that can fit into a conference room, rather than occupying an entire office tower.”

As firms embrace data analytics, a big challenge is making sure they have the right balance of skills.

Adrian Stone, UK head of audit at KPMG, said: “We’re not at the stage of computers replacing people. Right now the challenge is to make sure we have the correct balance of people who will do the interpreting and people who will make sure computers are set up to interrogate properly.”

Jon Raphael, chief innovation officer at Deloitte in New York said the firm was “starting to hire more specialists to help with data analysis and data acquisition”.

The greater emphasis on technology skills means firms may have to cast the net wider during their hiring search, putting them head to head with tech groups such as Apple and Alphabet.

Stephen Griggs, managing partner of audit and risk advisory at Deloitte UK, said: “We may have to start recruiting from technology companies. In the modern world these guys will be hot talent so they will be an expensive resource.”

William Kring, a senior academic researcher at Boston University also said he expected to see “a greater emphasis on the IT background of the applicants from business schools”.

“I would expect recruiters to focus increasingly on the analytical ability of the auditors,” he said.

James Chalmers, head of assurance at PwC, which is a top three graduate employer in the UK, did not believe the number of graduates the firm hired would decrease.

“If you take the view that this is the fourth industrial revolution we think the increased adoption of technology and artificial intelligence creates opportunities around solving new and different problems,” he said. “We think that will fuel growth for the business”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What phenomenon led to predictions of a significant fall in graduate recruitment at Big Four?

a. increased cost of entry-level employees

b. unrealistic job intension

c. popularization of artificial intelligence

d. change of policy


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What could help graduates to join the Big Four as mentioned?

a. high education

b. study abroad experience

c. abundant human resources

d. with skills in data analytics computer sciences


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the big challenge, as firms embrace data analytics?

a. the right balance of skills

b. a conference room

c. shortage of design geeks

d. competition with technology companies


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why James Chalmers did not believe the number of graduates the firm hired would decrease?

a. few companies accept the new technology

b. we are not at the stage of computers replacing people

c. technology companies control the world

d. more opportunities around solving new and different problems


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. popularization of artificial intelligence




解释：随着部分审计流程实现自动化，随着各事务所采纳人工智能技术，过去往往交由初级员工完成的单调的行政工作有很大一部分正被消除。





[2]

 答案d. with skills in data analytics computer sciences




解释：会计师事务所越来越多地使用技术意味着，具备数据分析和计算机科学等领域技能的毕业生非常吃香。





[3]

 答案a. the right balance of skills




解释：随着会计师事务所采用数据分析，一大挑战在于确保它们拥有搭配合适的技能。





[4]

 答案d. more opportunities around solving new and different problems




解释：英国排名前三的毕业生雇主普华永道的James表示：“如果你认为这是第四次工业革命，那么我们认为更多地采用技术和人工智能将围绕解决新的、不同的问题创造出种种机遇，”他说，“我们认为这将促进业务增长。”





垃圾食品广告加剧儿童肥胖？



肉块碰撞时溅出的肉汁、厚重饱满的浓浓芝士、色彩斑斓的糖果、还有在唇边咯吱脆响的薯片......专家表示，即使只看过一次，孩子对广告内容展现了惊人的记忆力。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

unveiled 裸露的，公开的[,ʌn'veɪld]

ideological 意识形态的[,aɪdɪəʊ'lɒdʒɪkəl]

diabetes 糖尿病[,daɪə'biːtiːz]

Budapest 布达佩斯（匈牙利的首都）

Epidemic 传染性的[epɪ'demɪk]

crackdown 镇压，取缔['krækdaʊn]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Child obsesity prompts Hunt to seek curbs on TV junk food adverts （597words）

By Jim Pickard, Henry Mance and Sarah Neville



Jeremy Hunt, the health secretary, is pushing for restrictions on the advertising of junk food to children, to the alarm of broadcasters who fear this could cost them hundreds of millions of pounds a year.

Mr Hunt has pressed Downing Street to introduce the measures as part of a childhood obesity strategy, which will be unveiled within weeks.

But John Whittingdale, the culture secretary, has voiced concerns on behalf of the broadcasting industry. “Jeremy is pushing for this and John has been hesitant, that’s not his natural ideological position,” said one ally.

There is rising concern over the impact of obesity on the fragile finances of the National Health Service, with Simon Stevens, chief executive of NHS England, describing it as “the new smoking”.

Obesity costs the NHS £5.1bn a year and 40,000 deaths are linked to people being overweight or obese. Treating diabetes alone costs about 10 per cent of the NHS’s annual budget.

Health professionals are particularly worried about rising obesity among children: a third of 11-year-olds are overweight or obese, according to government figures.

David Cameron has repeatedly dismissed the idea of a new tax on sugary drinks as an intervention too far. Speaking in Budapest on Thursday, the prime minister said he would rather avoid imposing extra taxes on the industry.

But Mr Cameron insisted that the government needed to tackle an epidemic of obesity because of its impact on heart disease and cancer rates.

“I don’t really want to put new taxes on to anything but we do have to recognise that we face . . . an obesity crisis,” he said. “We do need to have a fully worked-up programme to deal with this problem.”

That programme will call for the industry to develop more alternative low-sugar products.

It is also expected to include a crackdown on the advertising of junk food on family programmes.

Since 2006, TV programmes that are disproportionately watched by children — such as Peppa Pig — cannot be accompanied by advertising for products that are high in fat, salt or sugar.

Commercial broadcasters have been lobbying against a stricter policy — in particular a total ban on junk food advertising before 9pm, which could cost them “a couple of hundred million” pounds a year in revenue, according to the Advertising Association.

Such a ban would have a particular impact on ITV, which accounts for more than two-fifths of Britain’s TV advertising sales.

Broadcasters and advertisers argue there is little evidence a total ban on junk food advertising before 9pm would reduce obesity among children. They have also said investment in TV shows would fall if the measure were introduced.

Spending on children’s television by public service broadcasters has fallen by 95 per cent since 2003, partly owing to existing advertising restrictions, according to trade body Pact.

Instead of stricter TV rules, the Advertising Association has promised to extend current limits on junk-food advertising to other outlets, such as YouTube, which it says accounts for most of marketing spending.

The government refused to comment.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is “the new smoking” hinting, as the chief executive of NHS England said?

a. obesity costs

b. bad habit

c. a new selling point

d. dispute between culture and health


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many 11-year-olds are overweight or obese, according to government figures?

a. 10%

b. 50%

c. 90%

d. 33%


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why Mr. Cameron insisted that the government needed to tackle an epidemic of obesity?

a. diminution of vision

b. easy to tooth decay

c. increased prevalence of heart disease and cancer

d. heavier financial burden


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one was not mentioned in food marketed by Labour’s proposal?

a. aginomoto

b. fat

c. salt

d. sugar


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. obesity costs




解释：文章第四段





[2]

 答案d. 33%




解释：根据政府数据，三分之一的儿童有超重或肥胖症状。





[3]

 答案c. increased prevalence of heart disease and cancer




解释：Cameron坚称政府需要解决流行的肥胖问题，因为它对心脏病和癌症发病率存在影响。





[4]

 答案a. aginomoto




解释：aginomoto是指味精，工党去年提出限制食品中的脂肪,盐和糖的含量。





媒介会不会影响大选



社交平台的“热门话题”如何排序一直是一个争议焦点，近日，Facebook同时依靠软件和人工的做法浮出水面，但同时也引来筛选话题有政治倾向的批评。这一话题的背后，其实是对FB影响力的担心，和对“媒介会不会影响大选”这一问题的再次辩论。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Trending Topics 热门话题

accusation 控告，指控；谴责[ækjʊ'zeɪʃ(ə)n]

algorithm 算法，运算法则['ælgərɪð(ə)m]

barometer 气压计；晴雨表[bə'rɒmɪtə]

terminology 术语学；用辞[,tɜːmɪ'nɒlədʒɪ]

prominence 突出；显著['prɒmɪnəns]

inquiry 调查；质询[ɪn'kwaɪrɪ]

implementation 实现；履行[ɪmplɪmen'teɪʃ(ə)n]

conservative 保守派，守旧者[kən'sɜːvətɪv]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Facebook makes changes to its Trending Topics team （375words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco



Facebook has made changes to how its Trending Topics team functions, in response to accusation that it has previously suppressed rightwing news and views that were popular on the platform.

In a letter responding to a Republican senator’s questions about Trending Topics, Facebook wrote that it would stop using a list of top-10 media outlets as a barometer for the importance of a story and would abandon a list of a thousand sources it relied upon to identify news.

After conducting an internal investigation, the social network also pledged to institute “additional controls and oversight” around the team that oversees the algorithm compiling the list of popular stories on the site.

Facebook said it had already updated the “terminology” in its guidelines, so it no longer talks about “injecting” or “boosting” topics, but instead says “topic correction”, for rewriting headlines, and “prominence”, for deciding if a story is national or major. It has provided refresher training for all topic reviewers.

“Our investigation has revealed no evidence of systematic political bias in the selection or prominence of stories included in the Trending Topics feature,” wrote Colin Stretch, Facebook’s general counsel in the letter to Republican senator John Thune.

“At the same time, as you would expect with an inquiry of this nature, our investigation could not exclude the possibility of isolated improper actions or unintentional bias in the implementation of our guidelines or policies.”

Facebook has come under pressure to explain how the Trending Topics team works after a report in technology blog Gizmodo claimed that reviewers, meant to be objectively overseeing an algorithm, were actually encouraged to exclude conservative topics from the list.

In the letter, Mr Stretch said that Ted Cruz had been featured in the list more than 160 times, Rand Paul more than 50 times and Mitt Romney more than 40 times. But he did not give comparative figures for people to the left of these politicians.

US conservatives were enraged by the story, with senator Thune writing to demand answers in his position as the chairman of the committee on commerce, science and transportation. Several rightwing commentators also criticised the site. Mark Zuckerberg, chief executive, last week invited several prominent conservatives to Facebook to explain how the feature works.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What did FB do to respond to the questions about Trending Topics?

a. wrote a letter

b. changed team functions

c. hired robots only

d. took a legal action


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What was FB’s barometer for the importance of a story?

a. opinions of editor

b. media outlets

c. CEO’s decision

d. the number of forwarding


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who will receive the letter from Colin Stretch, Facebook’s general counsel?

a. Republican senator John Thune

b. Republican senator Ted Cruz

c. the public

d. existing competitors


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who were invited by Zuckerberg to explain how the feature works last week?

a. radicals

b. Jacksonian Democrats

c. conservatives

d. president Obama


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. wrote a letter




解释：Facebook写了信函作为回应。





[2]

 答案b. media outlets




解释：此前Facebook会参考其他媒体机构（media outlets）的信息进行工作。





[3]

 答案a. Republican senator John Thune




解释：Facebook的首席法律顾问科林‧斯特雷奇（Colin Stretch）向参议员John Thune写了信函。





[4]

 答案c. conservatives




解释：上周Facebook CEO 与保守派会面试图降低敌意。





游戏机为何没被淘汰？



人们很早就认为智能手机会抢走主机游戏的生意，而事实上，不仅主机游戏的市场份额在复苏，分析师们还预言它将迎来一个“黄金时代”，那些惊讶于主机游戏长盛不衰的人都应该试着玩一玩。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

lunatic 疯子['luːnətɪk]

underplay 不充分的表演；秘密行动[ʌndə'pleɪ]

gadget 小玩意；小器具['gædʒɪt]

commuter 通勤者[kə'mjuːtə(r)]

genre 类型；种类[ˈʒɒnrə]

epic 史诗的，叙事诗的['epɪk]

impenetrable 不能通过的；顽固的[ɪm'penɪtrəb(ə)l]

bifurcate 分叉的['baɪfəkeɪt]

spectacle 景象；场面['spektək(ə)l]

lag 落后；迟延[læg]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

How consoles survived the rise of the smartphone （657words）

By Helen Lewis



In 1925, John Logie Baird wanted to convince the public that his latest invention would be a great success. Unfortunately, when he arrived at the London offices of the Daily Express, his sales pitch was quickly dismissed. “For God’s sake, go down to reception and get rid of a lunatic who’s down there,” a news editor reportedly told staff. “He says he’s got a machine for seeing by wireless.”

This illustrates our inability to predict the appeal of a medium, and particularly the problem of making a judgment without hands-on experience. “Seeing by wireless” sounds impossible — until someone shows you a television set.

And that is why anyone surprised by the continued success of console games, with a revival of market share and analysts forecasting a “golden era” — long after smartphones were supposed to have stolen their business — should try playing a few. Appreciating the difference between the experiences makes it easier to see how they can happily co-exist.

Of course, we should not underplay the explosive rise of mobile gaming. A decade ago, playing a game on the go meant buying a dedicated gadget such as the Nintendo DS or PlayStation Portable. Now commuters tap away on their phones at Candy Crush or Clash of Clans, while answering emails and checking the weather on the same device.

This year, for the first time, mobile games sales are predicted to be higher than those on consoles and PCs. But that is down to the creation of a vast new market, not the cannibalisation of an old one. Many of those playing games on their commute go home and switch on the Xbox One or PlayStation 4.

The two genres are quite distinct. Mobile games are friendlier — not least because their revenue model depends on players sticking with them. They are often free to download, making money from advertising or in-app purchases. They often tend to focus on repetitive puzzles or slow-building strategies, which lend themselves to small pockets of time and imprecise, stab by fingers.

Console games, however, need to justify the purchase of the machine itself, at about £250, and of the game, at £30. So they tend to be epic — sweeping plots, gorgeous graphics, storylines that unfold over many hours. (I have personally saved humanity at least a dozen times, and each time it looked beautiful.) They often deal with war or its peacetime substitute, sport. And they demand precision and dedication, making them almost impenetrable to anyone who did not start playing as a teen.

This brings us back to Baird and his great invention. Television did not kill the movie industry; we did not all decide there was no point going out when we could watch what we wanted at home. Instead, the mediums bifurcated: each focused on content suited to its form. Films, like console games, can do spectacle in a way smaller screens cannot. Captain America is a very different experience from Mad Men. So is Grand Theft Auto from Fruit Ninja.

That also means films and console games are open to the same criticism: their high production values are a barrier to innovation because so few companies can invest the tens of millions it takes to make them. Hollywood is dominated by the Big Six studios, themselves owned by conglomerates, and the top-grossing films of last year — Star Wars Episode VII, Jurassic World and Avengers: Age of Ultron — are all sequels. In games, the 2015 US bestseller list was topped by Call of Duty: Black Ops III (a sequel to a spin-off, no less). Minecraft was the only original title in the top 10.

Even as the console world celebrates confounding its doubters, it should reflect on this. Hollywood studios try to encourage smaller, independent films but the games industry has lagged behind. Expanding the middle of the market, the space between space operas and addictive puzzlers, should be its next big challenge. Where is the Woody Allen of console titles?

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What would replace the game consoles as people thought?

a. smartphones

b. DVDs

c. computers

d. televisions


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When mobile games sales are predicted to be higher than those on consoles and PCs firstly?

a. 2017

b. 2018

c. 2019

d. 2016


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not right about mobile games, compared with console games?

a. their revenue model depends on user agglutinant

b. they often deal with war

c. they often tend to focus on repetitive puzzles

d. they always make money from advertising or in-app purchases


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is films and console games’ same criticism, as a barrier to innovation?

a. high production values

b. advertising & publicity expenses

c. complicated making process

d. hard to swallow


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. smartphones




解释：人们很早就认为智能手机会抢走主机游戏的生意。





[2]

 答案d. 2016




解释：今年，预计移动游戏的销量将首次超越主机游戏或电脑游戏。





[3]

 答案b. they often deal with war




解释：移动游戏相对更友好些——主要因为其盈利模式取决于玩家的忠诚。移动游戏通常是免费下载的，其收入来源于广告或玩家购买游戏内嵌的应用程序。





[4]

 答案a. high production values




解释：二者高昂的制作成本成为创新的障碍。





上市公司涨停因为重名《欢乐颂》？



去年亏损的贵州红星发展股价突然大涨，部分原因是其名称跟热播电视剧《欢乐颂》中作为被收购目标的虚构公司相像。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

resemblance 相似；相似之处[rɪ'zembl(ə)ns]

zeal 热情；热心[ziːl]

speculative 投机的；推测的['spekjʊlətɪv](投机者speculator)

subsequent 后来的，随后的['sʌbsɪkw(ə)nt]

Big Bang Theory 美剧《生活大爆炸》

rumour 谣言['ruːmə]

concept stock 概念股

small-cap 小资本股票，小盘股

概念股 是指具有某种特别内涵的股票。而这一内涵通常会被当作一种选股和炒作题材,成为股市的热点

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Chinese soap opera sends obscure chemical stock soaring （447words）

By Gabriel Wildau in Hong Kong



A lossmaking Chinese chemical manufacturer has seen its stock price soar due partly to its resemblance with a fictional company that features as an acquisition target in a popular television soap opera.

Shares in Shanghai-listed Guizhou Redstar Developing Co rose by the maximum 10 per cent daily limit for a third consecutive trading session on Tuesday, a testament to the speculative zeal of Chinese retail investors. Its shares remained suspended on Wednesday and Thursday.

Retail speculators were a major force behind the boom-bust cycle that rocked China’s stock market last year, during which the main index gained 60 per cent through the first roughly five months of the year before falling by 45 per cent in the subsequent nine weeks. By some estimates, retail investors account for 80 per cent of total trading volume.

“Ode to joy”, which premiered on Shanghai-based Dragon TV last month, is something like a Chinese version of “Big Bang Theory” or “Friends”. The show centres around a group of young professional women sharing the same floor of a Shanghai apartment building. A recent storyline feature Andy, a brilliant investor who has returned to Shanghai after working on Wall Street, targeting a fictional company called Redstar Group for acquisition.

“You should fully consider Redstar's technological capabilities, especially in the area of 3D multimedia,” she tells employees crafting a takeover plan in episode 37.

The real-life Redstar “primarily provides barium carbonate, strontium carbonate, barium hydroxide, strontium nitrate, strontium chloride, high purity manganese sulphate and sulphur byproducts”, according to its official business description.

Guizhou Redstar's shares have also benefited from rumours in local media that Hong Kong-listed Wanda Commercial Properties was eyeing the company for use as a shell for a backdoor listing on the mainland.

In a filing after market close on Tuesday, Guizhou Redstar, which posted a net loss of Rmb190m last year, denied those rumours, saying that neither the company nor its shareholders were in discussions with Wanda. “The company . . . reminds investors to pay attention to investment risk,” it said, noting that Redstar's price/earnings ratio had reached 434.

So-called “concept stocks” — shares linked to popular investment themes used to drive interest from retail investors — played a key role in last year’s bubble and have a long history in China.

Small-cap companies are favoured targets for speculators because a relatively small amount of investment can produce sharp price movements. Some 53m shares of Redstar changed hands on Tuesday, the biggest day since the stock debuted in 2001.

On November 7 2012, following US President Barack Obama’s re-election, shares in refrigerator manufacturer Aucma Co, whose Chinese name resembles the official transliteration of “Obama”, saw its shares spike 4 per cent in afternoon trade.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Guizhou Redstar Developing Co listed?

a. Shenzhen

b. Hong Kong

c. Shanghai

d. New York


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who were the major force behind the boom-bust cycle in China’s stock market?

a. retail speculators

b. the government

c. corporate shareholders

d. fund managers


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not the main production of Redstar in real life?

a. barium carbonate

b. strontium carbonate

c. barium hydroxide

d. 3D multimedia


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What kind of stock played a key role in last year’s bubble?

a. concept stock

b. blue chip

c. red chip

d. special treatment stock


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Shanghai




解释：贵州红星发展有限公司此前在上海上市。





[2]

 答案a. retail speculators




解释：散户投机者是中国股市荣衰周期背后的主要力量。





[3]

 答案d. 3D multimedia




解释：现实生活中的红星发展的官方业务介绍称，其“主要提供碳酸钡、碳酸锶、氢氧化钡、硝酸锶、氯化锶、高纯度硫酸锰和硫磺副产品”。





[4]

 答案a. concept stock




解释：special treatment stock即st股票，“概念股”在去年的股市泡沫中扮演了关键角色，并且在中国有着长久的历史。





餐桌上的人口老龄化



由于人口老龄化，年轻人和老年人对肉类的喜好不同，本是世界上人均鱼类消费量最大的国家，但2006年，日本餐桌上的肉类已超过海产品。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Tuna 金枪鱼，鲔鱼['tjuːnə]

sashimi 生鱼片['sæʃɪmɪ]

capita 头数（尤指牲口）；总数['kæpɪtə]

stagnant 停滞的；不景气的['stægnənt]

commodity 货物；日用品[kə'mɒdɪtɪ]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Japan’s tuna imports fall as young prefer steak to sushi （429words）

By Emiko Terazono



The Japanese are scaling back their raw tuna sashimi and sushi consumption as burgers and steak continue to gain popularity.

The country’s landings — the amount of fish imported and brought in by its own fishermen — of raw and frozen tuna fell 3 per cent last year, according to annual figures from the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation.

The Japanese fish sector has been plagued by the long-term trend of falling consumption as the younger generation opt for meat. The weaker yen has made imports costly and competition from cheaper salmon has also contributed to the fall in tuna imports.

“The descending trend of Japan’s sashimi tuna imports continue,” said the FAO in its latest Globefish report on seafood. Supplies of fresh and frozen tuna in Japan fell to 353,000 tonnes in 2015, from 362,800 tonnes a year before. Supplies of air-flown tuna from overseas plummeted 21 per cent.

“The Japanese are eating less fish as its population ages,” said Gorjan Nikolik, analyst at Rabobank. “The older generation were once the largest fish consumers in the world, but they are eating less, and the younger population prefer meat.”

Japan remains the leading consumer of fish per capita, but the amount of meat on dinner tables overtook that of seafood in 2006, according to data from the fisheries agency. Latest figures from the health ministry show that meat consumption per person is almost 30 per cent higher than seafood, while that of raw fish fell 5 per cent in 2014 compared with 2011.

The FAO report also showed that fish prices fell by almost a tenth in 2015 as prices in shrimp, salmon and tuna, the highest value seafood groups, declined.

Shrimp prices fell despite lower production, due to weakening demand in international markets, while Chilean salmon prices lost ground on fierce competition from Norway. Tuna hit six-year lows in 2015 due to a combination of falling demand, including that of canned products, and oversupply.

The stagnant demand for seafood affected overall trade values in 2015 due to the strong dollar and economic weakness in emerging markets. Seafood is the highest traded food commodity by value, and while volumes were up 0.5 per cent to 60m tonnes, the global fish trade fell 10 per cent to $140bn.

The continued impact of the food import ban in Russia affected the salmon market, while recession in Brazil and slowing growth in China led to “a significant weakening in global demand”, said the FAO.

“These three countries have become some of the most important seafood markets in the world,” it added.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of food fell 3 per cent last year by FAO?

a. raw and frozen tuna

b. raw and frozen salmon

c. shrimp

d. semi-finished tuna


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not mentioned as the reason of the fall in tuna imports in Japan?

a. younger generation opt for meat

b. the weaker yen

c. pollution of the sea

d. competition from salmon


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which country is the leading consumer of fish per capita now?

a. Korea

b. Singapore

c. Portugal

d. Japan


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which country’s food import ban affected the salmon market as the FAO said?

a. China

b. Brazil

c. Russia

d. Japan


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案a. raw and frozen tuna




解释：去年，日本生的和冷冻的金枪鱼的上市量(进口和本国渔民打捞的金枪鱼数量)下降了3%。





[2]

 答案c. pollution of the sea




解释：文章并没有提到海洋污染。





[3]

 答案d. Japan




解释：渔业机构的数据显示，日本仍是世界上人均鱼类消费量最大的国家，但2006年，餐桌上的肉类已超过海产品。





[4]

 答案c. Russia




解释：文章后两段提到，是俄罗斯政府实施的食品进口禁令。





“退欧”与三明治的经济账



距离英国“退欧”公投仅剩不足5周的时间，全民辩论愈演愈烈，这次发声的是食品行业的大佬：英国最大的三明治制造商，要知道英国可是号称“日不落三明治王国”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

generate 发生；生殖['dʒenəreɪt]

contingency 偶然性；[审计] 意外开支[kən'tɪndʒ(ə)nsɪ]

negotiate 谈判，商议；转让[nɪ'gəʊʃɪeɪt]

better off 经济状况好的，富裕的；明智的

be committed to 致力于；以…为己任

dividend 红利；股息；[数] 被除数['dɪvɪdend]

grocery 食品杂货店['grəʊs(ə)rɪ]

Uniq 曾是英国玛莎百货最大的三明治供应商

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

Irish sandwich maker Greencore plays down Brexit （441words）

By Vincent Boland in Dublin



Greencore, the Ireland-based group that supplies half of all the sandwiches sold on British high streets, played down the implications of a possible Brexit but warned of difficulties triggered by the supermarket price war.

Patrick Coveney, chief executive, said the group’s production costs would almost certainly rise if the UK left the EU — but expected companies would have time to adjust.

Greencore generates almost all of its revenue in the UK market.

Mr Coveney said it had a contingency plan in place in the event of Brexit but added: “I think the need for that is somewhat overstated — there will be time to adjust” as the substantive issues of a UK exit were negotiated.

“My personal view is that the food industry is better off in the EU than outside it, and a decision to leave would drive up the cost of production,” he said.

He said Greencore was committed to the UK market regardless of the decision on June 23.

Greencore reported a rise in its revenue, operating profit and interim dividend for the first half of its financial year despite a “difficult” UK grocery environment where prices were driven down by fierce competition.

First-half revenue rose 7.5 per cent to £692m and the company predicted that the trend would continue in the second half.

“We have very good growth momentum,” Mr Coveney said. “We think we have the balance right between our near term performance and our strategy of growing the business.”

Shares in Greencore were 1 per cent lower at 382.8p in mid-morning trading on Tuesday.

The group has expanded rapidly in the UK convenience food market in recent years since its acquisition of Uniq in 2011. It now produces one in every two sandwich rather than one in four. Mr Coveney said Greencore’s food-to-go business grew by 13 per cent in the six months to March 25, compared with 5.6 per cent for the market as a whole.

Greencore is hoping to replicate its UK market position in the US, where it has begun a big investment programme in the convenience foods sector to supply its two main customers — coffee chain Starbucks and convenience store operator 7-Eleven.

The US unit produced a “modest loss” in the first half mainly due to high start-up costs at a facility in Rhode Island, but Mr Coveney said the expectation was that it would be profitable in the second half.

He said the aim was to turn the US operations into a $1bn-a-year business within five to 10 years, through a combination of organic growth and acquisitions, making it roughly equivalent to the size of the UK business today.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Greencore’s headquarters?

a. British

b. America

c. Ireland

d. France


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What would happen to Greencore if the UK left the EU as Coveney said?

a. production costs rise

b. mass layoff

c. selling prices rise

d. quit the supermarket price war


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where is the next strategic market in Greencore’s plan?

a. Ireland

b. China

c. Japan

d. America


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following can’t be inferred about Brexit and Greencore?

a. There may be supermarket price war after Brexit.

b. Coveney will be very gloomy if the UK leave the EU.

c. All companies need time to adjust.

d. The size of the US business will enlarge well in the 10 years.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. Ireland




解释：爱尔兰三明治制造商Greencore占据了英国的一半市场，英国几乎也是这个公司的全部收入来源。





[2]

 答案a. production costs rise




解释：Greencore的董事长认为，“退欧”会造成生产成本的上升，同时希望能够有时间去适应和调整。





[3]

 答案d. America




解释：Greencore希望可以在美国复制在英国的“成功”，并且有了星巴克和7-11这两个重要的客户。





[4]

 答案b. Coveney will be very gloomy if the UK leave the EU.




解释：Coveney对于英国“退欧”对公司的影响并没有那么悲观。





无麸质食谱真的有益健康？



大型超市里，无麸质（gluten-free）食品越来越普遍，许多好莱坞明星和健身达人对无麸质饮食推崇备至，甚至贴上减肥的标签，尽管这种区分标签的初衷是为了应对对麸质过敏的人们。不过无麸质饮食真的有益健康吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

row upon row of 鳞次栉比；一排排

gluten-free 无麸质（gluten：面筋；麸质）

proliferation 扩散；分芽繁殖[prə,lɪfə'reʃən]

coeliac disease 乳糜泻（患者进食麦麸后会出现严重腹泻）

autoimmune 自体免疫的[,ɔːtəʊɪ'mjuːn]

tummy 肚子；胃['tʌmɪ]

gluten protein 面筋蛋白

fermentable 可发酵的；沸腾的[fɚ'mɛntəbl]

culprit 罪魁祸首['kʌlprɪt]

polyols 多元醇

digestive 消化的；助消化的[daɪ'dʒestɪv; dɪ-]

gut 肠子，消化道[gʌt]

carbohydrate 碳水化合物；[有化] 糖类[kɑːbə'haɪdreɪt]

elimination 淘汰；除去[ɪ,lɪmɪ'neɪʃən]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照我们在文章最后给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。

The hidden reason for better health on a gluten-free diet （536words）

By Charles Wallace



Walk down the aisles of any high street supermarket these days and there is often a section in the baked goods aisle that you rarely saw until recently: row upon row of gluten-free products such as biscuits, pasta and even bread.

What is behind this proliferation of gluten-free goods, a market worth an estimated more than $8bn a year in the US alone? After all, people with coeliac disease — those who have an autoimmune disorder that renders them unable to process gluten, a protein in certain grains — represent a tiny fraction of the population, estimated at about 1 per cent. Why have so many gone gluten-free?

A few years ago, doctors began describing a new condition that they called non-coeliac gluten sensitivity. People with this condition did not have the genetic predisposition that causes coeliac disease, but eating food that contained gluten nonetheless gave them upset tummies, including gas and bloating. When they went gluten-free, the symptoms subsided. However, doctors hotly debated whether such an illness really existed.

Recent research has cast doubt on whether the gluten protein is the real cause of the problem. According to Peter Gibson, a professor of gastroenterology at Australia’s Monash University, the culprit may not be a grain protein at all but a group of carbohydrates called Fodmaps (fermentable oligosaccharides, disaccharides, monosaccharides and polyols).

Fodmaps include fructans, which are present in wheat but also, for example, in onions, broccoli and cabbage; galactans, which are found in beans and peas; and polyols, which occur in apples and peaches. Lists of high Fodmap foods can be found online.

Prof Gibson, who studied people who believed they were sensitive to gluten, found that many had awful digestive symptoms when they ate a normal diet. However, when they started eating gluten-free foods, their symptoms did improve. “They improved from a bad level to a pretty awful level, but it was still better than it was,” he noted.

When the same people were put on a low Fodmaps diet, their symptoms all became substantially better.

So if it is not gluten that is causing the problem, why do people feel better when they eat gluten-free food? It appears that, in order to achieve a low gluten level, food manufacturers switch to ingredients that are also low in Fodmaps such as rice and corn flour.

By going gluten free, people are also unknowingly going lower Fodmaps.

Fodmaps tend to make the gut retain water and these carbohydrates are fermented by bacteria in the gut, a process that produces gas. Both the retained water and the gas cause stretching, which can be extremely painful and has been given the vague name of irritable bowel syndrome.

Of course, some people do probably have undiagnosed coeliac disease, for whom gluten is the real villain. But for everyone else, the good news, according to Prof Gibson, is that you do not have to go Fodmaps-free to relieve the symptoms: just lower the amount of them in your diet.

For example, he found that people could eat a slice of wheat bread a day without causing problems — just not two or three slices. “It’s not an elimination diet,” he says. “You don’t have to get rid of things, just reduce them.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What's the percent of people with coeliac disease in the US?

a. 8%

b. 3%

c. 1%

d. 10%


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the real culprit behind stomach ache according to Peter Gibson?

a. fodmaps

b. grain protein

c. protein

d. beans


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What made people with awful digestive symptoms feel better in fact?

a. lower gluten

b. gluten free

c. higher Fodmaps

d. lower Fodmaps


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How to relieve the stomach ache for the people without coeliac disease?

a. strict Fodmaps-free diet

b. lower the amount of Fodmaps

c. eat three slices of wheat bread every day

d. strict gluten-free diet


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案c. 1%




解释：根据调查，在英国请病假的主要原因是精神健康欠佳。





[2]

 答案a. fodmaps




解释：Peter Gibson的研究认为，导致肠胃不适的真正元凶不是面筋蛋白而是一种多元醇（Fodmaps）。





[3]

 答案d. lower Fodmaps




解释：Fodmaps常见于含有麸质的食品，食品制造商在减少麸质的同时使得Fodmaps随之减少。





[4]

 答案b. lower the amount of Fodmaps




解释：对于不是患有乳糜症的人来说，并不需要严苛的遵守无麸质或Fodmaps食谱，只需要减少Fodmaps的摄入量。
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如何让你的简历脱颖而出







剑桥大学要上市？







Twitter怒删恐怖分子账号







让英国闹心的小胖子







苹果下一步要干嘛？







那些随意的拖鞋是如何流行起来的？







鲨鱼知道长寿的秘密







像爱尔兰人一样喝酒







民宿时代：信任的秘密







抑制肥胖的根本方法







脱欧之后的买买买







未来谁是职场抢手人才







“基因完美人”离我们有多远







Instagram “山寨”对手？







“眨眼解锁”的手机







如何让你的简历脱颖而出



获取心仪工作的第一步就是书写一个作为自荐信的简历，这可以使即将面试你的用人单位方便直观的了解你。作为敲门砖的简历，到底应该怎么写？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

stick to 坚持[stɪk]

Mallorca 马略卡岛（西班牙东部）[mɑ:'jɔ:kə; mɑ:l'jɔ:rkɑ:]

Plead 借口；托称[pliːd]

Poverty 贫困；困难['pɒvətɪ]

nudge 推进；用肘轻推[nʌdʒ]

embark on 从事，着手[ɪm'bɑːk; em-]

headmistress 女校长[ˌhɛdˈmistrəs]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分16秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分30秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分30秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分52秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Stick to a single page CV（527 words）

By Mrs Moneypenny

-----------------------------------------------------

Thirty years separate the two groups of women I met last week. But to both, my career advice was surprisingly similar. The 14-year-old St Paul’s Girls’ School pupils were there to get my help with writing a CV. Yes, you can — and should — write a CV at 14. I told them that I favour the one-page variety, something which I believe works at 14, 44 or 94.

CVs are important. This week we have even been able to put a monetary value on them. LinkedIn has just over 100m active users for whom Microsoft is paying $26bn, so I make that about $260 a CV.

LinkedIn profiles might be enough for Microsoft, but for us individuals they are not. The format of LinkedIn is one-size-fits-all. A 14-year-old will have a very different CV to someone 10 years older. Also, being 14 may itself mean that you cannot use LinkedIn — in the UK you can post your CV on the site from the age of 13, and in the US from 14; but if you are Dutch it is 16 and in China 18. Almost everyone’s electronic footprint now extends well beyond LinkedIn, of course. Just as many parents check their children’s Instagram posts and credit collection agencies look at social media (are you are having a holiday in Mallorca while pleading poverty?), so prospective employers check recruits out extensively.

I have known clients of ours decline to interview people because they decided that the way the candidate described themselves on Twitter was inappropriate.

So while you polish your CV, go and clean up your virtual existence too. You might even want to set up a Google Alert that nudges you every time your name pops up on the web. A week after my visit to St Paul’s I spent an hour with a small group of members of Women in Advertising & Communications London. All the women were in senior positions and in many cases had already embarked on non-executive director careers in parallel with their executive roles.

In our session I also stressed the value of a single-page CV, even for those at the top of their career. A CV, after all, is rather like a 14-year-old girl — it is rarely going to be out anywhere alone. It will be accompanied, either by a covering letter or by the recommendation of a head hunter. So it does not need to do everything because those supplementary documents will be there to augment it.

I admit that talking about CVs with adults seems more relevant than doing so with younger teenagers. At the start of secondary school, a career may seem a long way ahead. But our children’s work life is likely to take on many different forms over many years, so it is never too early (or late) to plan a CV and think about where a professional life may lead. And while my group of 14-year-olds prepare their first CVs, the prime minister has appointed their headmistress, Clarissa Farr, to be a trustee of the British Museum. Guess what? Even for that top appointment she will have needed a CV … ideally made up of a single page.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is right about the author’s career advice among different years old people?

A. similar

B. different

C. exactly same

D. various


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many active users does LinkedIn have?

A. 76m

B. over 100m

C. over 125m

D. 260m


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is right about the age of the children can use LinkedIn in Dutch?

A. 10 years old

B. 14 years old

C. 16 years old

D. 18 years old


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is the platform of business networking?

A. LinkedIn

B. Instagram

C. Twitter

D. Facebook


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. similar




解释：作者认为不同年龄阶段的人群在介绍自己的简历上，内容风格大致上是类似的。





[2]

 答案 B. over 100m




解释：领英(商务化人际关系网)上面有超过1,000,000,000的活跃用户。





[3]

 答案 C. 16 years old




解释：在荷兰只有年龄达到16岁的孩子才被允许使用领英。





[4]

 答案 A. LinkedIn




解释：领英致力于向全球职场人士提供沟通平台，是职业的社交网站。





剑桥大学要上市？



越来越多的外国大学被商业化成为了普遍现象，拥有雄厚的资金和方法运作，能否使剑桥大学顺利IPO(首次公开募股)。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

flotation plan 上市计划[fləʊ'teɪʃ(ə)n]

cluster 群；簇；丛；串['klʌstə]

seam 缝；接缝[siːm]

pre-emption 优先购买[pri'empʃn]

spun 旋转[spʌn]

spinout 衍生公司['spinaut]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分33秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分6秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分13秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分46秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Cambridge university start-up fund raises £75m ahead of IPO （467words）

By Clive Cookson, Science Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

Cambridge Innovation Capital, which commercialises science and technology from Cambridge university, has raised £75m ahead of a flotation planned in the next 18 months.

The university founded CIC in 2013 with an original £50m investment, which came from its own funds as well as outside investors including Lansdowne Partners, one of the largest hedge funds in London, and Arm Holdings, the technology group.

The £75m of cash raised ahead of an expected IPO was oversubscribed, said Victor Christou, CIC’s chief executive. Existing shareholders have been joined by new investors such as Woodford Investment Management, Winton Ventures and the Oman Investment fund.

CIC has invested £33m in 13 start-up companies, originating both from the university and from the wider Cambridge technology cluster, which Mr Christou called “one of the richest seams of scientific and technological innovation in the world.”

After the new funding round, CIC will have around £95m to invest over the next two or three years. Typically, it makes investments in the £2m-to-£5m range.

Cambridge university will remain the largest shareholder in CIC, owning about a third of the company. Lansdowne Partners and Invesco have the next largest holdings, with 20 per cent each.

As the university’s “preferred investor”, CIC works closely with Cambridge Enterprise, the university’s technology transfer arm, which offers co-investment opportunities and access to pre-emption rights over companies spun out of the university.

The company operates a so-called “evergreen fund” strategy, which provides long-term capital to support growth without being driven to seek an exit by selling shares in businesses prematurely after a fixed period.

The closest equivalents to CIC are Imperial Innovations and IP Group, both of them well-established public companies. Another similar company is the Wellcome Trust’s wholly-owned Syncona evergreen fund.

“Cambridge is well provided with seed capital funding and the university has a great record in getting businesses off the ground but it needed a better structure for sustained follow-on funding — which we can provide,” said Mr Christou.

“Our intention is to list the business in 12 to 18 months,” he said, “but of course that will depend on market conditions.”

Numis Securities acted as financial adviser, broker and bookrunner for the fundraising.

The 13 investments made so far by CIC are divided almost equally between healthcare and technology sectors. The £33m has also brought in about £70m from co-investors.

One investment has been made in Congenica, a spinout from the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, which develops computer programs to decode genetic diseases from DNA data.

Another has been made in Jukedeck, set up by a Cambridge music graduate to bring artificial intelligence to music composition — for example, creating backing tracks for computer games and videos. The latest investment, announced last month, is in Cambridge Medical Robotics, which is developing robots to carry out minimal access, keyhole surgery.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How much of cash raised that Cambridge Innovation Capital ahead of an expected IPO?

A. ￡33m

B. ￡50m

C. ￡75m

D. ￡95m


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many percentages does Cambridge university own of CIC?

A. owning 20 per cent of the company

B. owning about a third of the company

C. owning about 35 per cent of the company

D. owning 50 per cent of the company


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which company is not similar with CIC?

A. imperial innovations

B. IP group

C. coller capital

D. wellcome trust’s


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not included in the 13 investments made so far by CIC?

A. arm holdings

B. congenica

C. jukedeck

D. cambridge medical robotics


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. ￡75m




解释：剑桥创新资本公司为了进入IPO阶段，现金流提高了750,000,000英镑。





[2]

 答案 B. owning about a third of the company




解释：剑桥大学持有剑桥创新资本公司的三分之一的股份。





[3]

 答案 C. coller capital




解释：和剑桥创新资本公司类似的资产投资公司有Imperial Innovations，IP Group和Wellcome Trust’s。





[4]

 答案 A. arm holdings




解释：剑桥创新资本公司做的十三个投资中包含Congenica，Jukedeck和Cambridge Medical Robotics，几乎都是平均分配在医疗保健和技术方面。





Twitter怒删恐怖分子账号



在恐怖分子的交流上，Twitter无奈躺枪，去年社交网络推特Twitter明确禁止了跟恐怖分子有关的内容，加强了跟恐怖宣传的斗争。但是“恐怖主义”是如何评判，又有什么其他标准？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

crack down on 镇压；制裁

affiliate 联号；隶属的机构等[ə'fɪlɪeɪt]

algorithm [计]算法，运算法则['ælgərɪð(ə)m]

misogyny 厌恶女人[mɪ'sɒdʒ(ə)nɪ; maɪ-]

think-tank 智囊团

Islamophobia 伊斯兰恐惧症

erupt 爆发；喷出[ɪ'rʌpt]

radicalize 变得激进['rædikəlaiz]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分20秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分59秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分8秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分44秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Twitter cracks down on accounts promoting terrorism（448words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco

-----------------------------------------------------

Twitter has increased dramatically the number of accounts it suspends for promoting terrorism, cracking down on Isis and its affiliates that are using the platform to win over new recruits.

The San Francisco-based messaging platform said daily suspensions had risen 80 per cent in the past year to total of 350,000 since mid-2015, with increases in the number of accounts suspended coming after terrorist attacks from Nice to Orlando. Some 235,000 have been suspended in the six months since February.

Twitter and other social media companies have been under pressure from governments, law enforcement agencies and counter extremism activists who believe they should be doing more to track terrorists’ use of their services and push them off the sites faster.

The company said on Thursday that it had expanded the teams that review reports of terrorism and improved their technological tools and language skills. Twitter insists there is no “magic algorithm” for identifying tweets from terrorists but says that tools, rather than reports from other users, helped identify a third of the accounts shut down in the past six months.

“Our response time for suspending reported accounts, the amount of time these accounts are on Twitter, and the number of followers they accumulate have all decreased dramatically,” a Twitter spokesman said. “We have also made progress in disrupting the ability of those suspended to immediately return to the platform.”

Twitter, the most public of all the social media sites, has long faced criticism about being slow to crack down on hate speech, be it terrorism, threats of violence or misogyny.

The announcement came as think-tank Demos published a report into Islamophobia on Twitter, finding that 7,000 Islamophobic tweets were sent in English on the platform each day in July this year. Demos said Islamophobia erupted on the platform the day after the attacks in Nice.

The UK and the US governments have been among those demanding that social media companies do more to help them in their fight against terrorism. They propose that the companies assist them in creating “counter-extremism narratives” to reach especially young people seen as at risk of joining terrorist groups before they are radicalised.

Twitter said it is working with non-governmental organisations including Parle-moi d’Islam in France, Imams Online in the UK and the Sawab Center in the US to “empower” voices against violent extremism.

Earlier this year, technology companies including Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and Microsoft signed a European Commission code of conduct on illegal hate speech. They committed to review requests to remove illegal hate speech in less than 24 hours, to work closely with each other and to support education programmes that encourage independent counter-extremism speech and critical thinking about terrorism.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which organization did not pressurize the social media companies?

A. red cross

B. governments

C. law enforcement agencies

D. counter extremism activists


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many Islamophobic tweets were sent in English on the platform each day in July this year?

A. 3500

B. 7000

C. 8500

D. 2350


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which technology companies did not sign the code of conduct on illegal hate speech?

A. Twitter

B. Facebook

C. Apple

D. YouTube


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How many hours that technology companies committed to review requests to remove illegal hate speech?

A. 6 hours

B. 12 hours

C. 24 hours

D. 30 hours


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. red cross




解释：社交媒体公司分别从政府，执法机构以及反极端主义的组织者那里得到了压力，希望他们能够积极配合更多从而追踪恐怖组织者的动向。





[2]

 答案 B. 7000




解释：在今年的7月，每天都有7000条有关恐怖分子的推特被发出。





[3]

 答案 C. Apple




解释：推特，脸书和视频网站YouTube都签署了欧洲委员会非法仇恨言论的行为准则。





[4]

 答案 C. 24 hours




解释：社交媒体公司决心将在24小时内去处理清除那些非法的仇恨言论。





让英国闹心的小胖子



英国有十分之一的小学生患有儿童期肥胖症问题，数据显示儿童肥胖率有显著上升趋势。如何解决成了政府和儿童食品生产商家的棘手问题。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

curb 抑制[kɜːb]

coincide with 符合；与…相一致[,kəʊɪn'saɪd]

levy 征收；征税['levɪ]

pupil 学生；未成年人['pjuːpɪl; -p(ə)l]

vigorous 有力的；精力充沛的['vɪg(ə)rəs]

tackle 处理['tæk(ə)l]

keen 敏锐的，敏捷的；强烈的[kiːn]

bow to 向……鞠躬[baʊ]

duck 躲避[dʌk]

vested interests 既得利益；特权阶级

coalition 联合；结合，合并[,kəʊə'lɪʃ(ə)n]

scrap 废弃[skræp]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分20秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分59秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分8秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分44秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Watered-down childhood obesity strategy under fire（643words）

By Helen Warrell and Kate Allen

-----------------------------------------------------

Ministers have watered down the UK’s long-awaited childhood obesity strategy, dropping proposed curbs on junk food television advertisements and focusing instead on the importance of school sport in moves seen as a victory for the food industry over health campaigner. The publication of the strategy, first expected in December 2015, has been continually delayed and its eventual release — coinciding with Team GB’s Olympic successes — shows a shift towards daily exercise rather than restrictions on industry. Under the plan, to be published on Thursday, food producers will be asked to make a 20 per cent reduction in the sugar content of children’s foods such as cereals and yoghurts by 2020, but this will be a request rather than a mandatory target. Public Health England will publish updates on industry progress every six months.

The government had announced in the Budget in March that it would be introducing a sugar tax on the soft drinks industry. Officials have now confirmed that the money raised from this levy will be invested in programmes to reduce obesity and encourage physical activity and balanced diets for schoolchildren. The investment will include £10m annually to help school breakfast clubs provide healthier food.

In addition, primary schools will be asked to help every pupil get at least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical activity a day.

A review of the nutrient levels in various foods could result in existing restrictions on food and drink advertising to young people being extended to products not currently covered by the rules. Public Health England is working with academics and the industry to update its nutrient data. Tackling the growing problem of childhood obesity was a priority for David Cameron, former prime minister, while Jeremy Hunt, his health secretary, had been keen to restrict advertising of unhealthy foods during popular TV shows such as The X Factor. However, the government’s new plan does not include any enforceable measures to curb advertising content.

Campaign group Action On Sugar said the government had bowed to industry pressure by ducking the tough decisions. Jenny Rosborough, Action on Sugar campaign manager, called the strategy “an embarrassing and inexcusable waste of a fantastic opportunity to put the nation’s health first”.

Graham McGregor, chairman of both Action On Sugar and Consensus Action On Salt And Health, said the strategy was “an insulting response to the UK crisis in type 2 diabetes”, which was set to greatly burden the NHS’s finances in years to come.

A spokesperson for NHS England warned that if the industry did not voluntarily make progress then “the need for further, broader action would be inarguable”.

Tim Farron, Liberal Democrat leader, said the new obesity strategy “looks like a sellout by the government to vested interests” after “months of this report being delayed and pushed back”. The government should act to ban advertising for unhealthy foods being targeted at children, for example during children's’ TV shows, he added.

Ian Wright, head of the Food and Drink Federation, said of the obesity strategy that the government had “acknowledged that working in partnership with industry on a voluntary basis is the best way to make progress on this crucial issue”.

However, he criticised the forthcoming sugar tax, calling it “a disappointing diversion from effective measures to tackle obesity” and saying it was “unlikely to be technically practical across all the selected food categories”.

A coalition of food and drink manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers and pubs launched a campaign this week called Face The Facts, Cut The Tax in a bid to persuade the government to scrap the levy, saying it would be “ineffective and harmful” and have a negative impact on businesses.

The campaign is funded by the British Soft Drinks Association, whose chief executive Gavin Partington said he agreed that obesity levels were too high but “burdening businesses and consumers with an inefficient tax is not the answer”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How many percentage the food producers will be asked to reduce in the sugar content?

A. 5 per cent

B. 20 per cent

C. 21 per cent

D. 25 per cent


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of target to ask producer to reduce the sugar in 2020?

A. request

B. mandatory

C. demand

D. claim


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not right about the money raised from sugar tax to be used?

A. invested in programmes to reduce obesity

B. encouraged physical activity

C. help school breakfast clubs provide less healthy food

D. balanced diets for schoolchildren


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How long are the primary schools asked to help every pupil to get physical activity a day?

A. at least 60 minutes

B. 30minutes

C. 45minutes

D. 80minutes


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. 20 per cent




解释：食品生产者被要求降低儿童食物中的百分之二十的含糖量。





[2]

 答案 A. request




解释：政府只是请求性并非强制性的要求食品生产商在2020年减低食品含糖量。





[3]

 答案 C. help school breakfast clubs provide less healthy food




解释：政府官方宣称多征收在食用糖里的额外费用会用来投资在降低肥胖的方案计划中，鼓励孩子们做更多的体育活动，均衡在校学生的饮食。





[4]

 答案 A. at least 60 minutes




解释：每个未成年学生，政府要求学校每天要至少安排60分钟的体育锻炼给孩子。





苹果下一步要干嘛？



苹果公司（Apple）在中国面临激烈的市场竞争，不过，它计划在中国开设一个新的研发中心，集中所有的研发工程师。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bolster 支持；支撑['bəʊlstə]

tough 艰苦的，困难的[tʌf]

crackdown 镇压['krækdaʊn]

fiscal year 财务年度

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分52秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分24秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分9秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分6秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Apple to open first R&D centre in China（662words）

By Tim Bradshaw in San Francisco

-----------------------------------------------------

Apple plans to open its first research and development centre in China later this year, the latest in a series of steps to bolster its presence in a vital region as sales slow down.

Tim Cook, Apple’s chief executive, revealed the plans to increase investment in local R&D during a meeting this week with Zhang Gaoli, China’s vice premier.

The move comes after Apple reported that revenues fell one-third in the latest quarter in Greater China, where Apple faces growing competition from local smartphone makers such as Huawei and Oppo as well as tougher economic conditions.

The new R&D centre will be made up of both new and existing staff. Apple already has 9,000 staff in China, roughly half of whom work in its 42 retail stores in the country. Over the past four years Apple has doubled the number of corporate offices in China to 45.

“We look forward to expanding our operations in China with a new research and development centre as we continue to grow our talented team here,” Apple said, without specifying the scale of staffing or financial investment in the effort.

“The centre will open later this year, bringing together our engineering and operations teams in China as we develop advanced technologies and services for our products, both for our customers in China and around the world,” Apple added.

Even as revenues slide, Apple is increasing its investment in future products and international expansion. Last month, the US tech group revealed a 26 per cent increase in its quarterly R&D spending to $2.6bn, a record 6 per cent of revenues. Its annual R&D spending is now approaching $10bn.

In May, Apple invested $1bn in Didi Chuxing, a Chinese car-hailing service — an unusual move for a company that has typically favoured much smaller deals. As well as providing a strategic partnership as a secretive Apple team works on developing its own car, the investment was widely seen as an attempt to build goodwill with the Chinese government after a series of setbacks in the region.

Earlier this year, Apple’s iTunes movies and iBooks services were blocked in China as part of a wider crackdown on foreign content. Apple also lost a patent case in Beijing that threatened to block sales of the iPhone 6.

“The new centre is also aimed at strengthening relationships with local partners and universities as we work to support talent development across the country,” Apple said.

In last month’s earnings call Mr Cook stressed the “long-term opportunity” in China, where sales grew 55 per cent to $40bn during the first three quarters of Apple’s fiscal year. Revenues from its books and movies stores in China were “less than $1m” before they were blocked, he added.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is not right about Apple?

A. open its first R&D centre in China

B. have 800 staff in China

C. revenues fell one-third in the latest quarter

D. compete with Huawei and Oppo


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many corporate offices in China that Apple has?

A. 26

B. 42

C. 45

D. 90


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When will the R&D centre open in China?

A. open middle of this year

B. open in 2017

C. open later this year

D. open beginning of 2018


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How much does Apple invest in Didi Chuxing?

A. $1bn

B. $10bn

C. $2.6bn

D. $40bn


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. have 800 staff in China




解释：苹果在中国有着9000名员工。





[2]

 答案 B. 42




解释：苹果在中国的办事处有42个。





[3]

 答案 C. open later this year




解释：苹果在中国的第一家研发中心预计在2016后半年开放。





[4]

 答案 A. $1bn




解释：苹果为滴滴出行投资了十亿。





那些随意的拖鞋是如何流行起来的？



从前被人们不屑一顾的拖鞋出街，如今成了潮人的心头好。英国品牌mahabis足以改变你对传统拖鞋的看法，鞋底、鞋垫和鞋跟可拼接替换，在家时穿着内衬——出门时只需套个鞋底。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

hipster 赶时髦的人[hɪpstə]

puffing 使膨胀；吹起[pufiŋ]

vaporizer 蒸发器['veipəraizə(r)]

contraption 奇妙的装置；精巧的设计[kən'træpʃ(ə)n]

relentless 不间断的[rɪ'lentlɪs]

tramping 踩['træmpiŋ]

barrister 律师；有资格出席高等法庭并辩护的）专门律师['bærɪstə]

tartan 格子呢的['tɑːt(ə)n]

elude 逃避，躲避[ɪ'l(j)uːd]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分52秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分24秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分9秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分6秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





How did the humble slipper become so cool?（662words）

By Jonathan Margolis

-----------------------------------------------------

I was in Bristol, in the west of England, recently and was struck by the number of borderline hipster/hippies puffing not on ecigarettes, but those newer, vaporiser contraptions. It struck me that, in effect, pipes are back.

So if it’s possible to reinvent the pipe for new generations, what success could someone expect if they reimagined the pipe’s traditional companion, the carpet slipper — and charged £69 a pair for a stylish version of what can be had for £7.50 in Marks and Spencer?

A decent chance, according to a 35-year-old London entrepreneur, Ankur Shah. His slippers for hipsters, Mahabis, are selling at a rate of 500 a day. Mr Shah’s company turned over £1.5m in its first year, £10m in its second and is heading for £18m in this, year three. It was also profitable, Mr Shah says, from the start.

If the Mahabis name seems familiar, it is because the online campaign to popularise its footwear has been relentless. Lines of these hybrid sneaker/slipper/mules have been tramping across my screens for months.

“But really,” I asked Mr Shah when we sat down for a coffee close to his Shoreditch office in London. “Slippers?”

Ankur Shah is an unlikely slipper magnate. The son of doctors in Lancashire, in northern England, he studied law, worked for the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala, India, was a criminal barrister, built a social media advertising company and sold it to Experian.

The Mahabis story-so-far is interesting as an exemplar of the speed at which technology allows a business to be built. Three years ago, Mr Shah hadn’t given slippers a thought, although he was wearing a pair all day, as he was at home with a back injury, cash rich from the Experian sale, but without much to do.

Today, he claims 200,000 people in 40 countries wear them. He believes he has the beginnings of another Ugg, which popularised sheepskin boots, or a Havaianas, the Brazilian flip-flops company, or even a Nike.

It began with Mr Shah’s data obsession. “I started looking around at data for fun, to see what people were searching for and buying online,” he told me. “I looked at flip-flops.” “Then I typed in ‘slippers’, and the search volumes were 60 per cent higher than for flip-flops, a £4bn industry. Yet I couldn’t name a single slipper brand.”

He thought about where he might source slippers to sell them online, but found only “dowdy, fluffy, tartan things nobody would want to wear”. Then he wondered if an iconic, premium brand could be invented.

It was then a matter of coming up with a design, printing endless 3D models, getting multiple flights to Krakow in Poland, a major slipper manufacturing country. He eventually settled on production in Portugal and Italy, and launched in 2014.

The moment he realised he was on to something was when the website got 10,000 orders on day one.

“I guess slippers are forgotten about, but for the freelancer generation, working from home, they’re worn all day, seven days a week,” he says, although he admits a full explanation for their success thus far eludes him.

The slippers are certainly extremely comfortable, but Mahabis are still essentially an online marketing phenomenon. Mr Shah says the company spends “millions a year” with Facebook and other “display networks”, which ensure adverts pop up unasked for on other websites.

With Mahabis, meanwhile, flying out of the warehouse in Swindon, in the west of England, the 12-strong team in Shoreditch that runs the company barely sees a slipper. This allows them to concentrate on the all-important marketing metrics — who’s buying, when, where and so on.

It sounds like hard work, but counter intuitively, perhaps, the head office staff work a four-day week and Mr Shah is discussing a four-hour day. Largely freed from a traditional office, his people are more productive, he finds, and more creative too. Coming soon, a range of lifestyle accessories. Just don’t expect a Mahabis pipe.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is not right about Mahabis’ slippers?

A. unusefulness

B. printing endless 3D models

C. online marketing

D. comfortable


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who is the founder of the Mahabis?

A. PhilKnight

B. Ankur Shah

C. Francesco·Fiordelli

D. Thomas·J·Watson


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the job of Mr Shah before he had Mahabis?

A. teacher

B. singer

C. criminal barrister

D. singer


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not right about the head office of Mahabis?

A. work a four-day week

B. inefficient

C. productive and creative

D. work a four-hour day


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. unusefulness




解释：Mahabis拖鞋利用了3D打印技术，有效地使用网络广告营销，并且穿在脚上有着非常舒适的体验感。





[2]

 答案 B. Ankur Shah




解释：Ankur Shah是拖鞋品牌Mahabis的创始人。





[3]

 答案 C. criminal barrister




解释：Shah先生在创建Mahabis公司前，曾是个刑事律师。





[4]

 答案 B. inefficient




解释：Mahabis总公司的员工一星期只工作四天，每天只工作四个小时，并且有着很高的效率和创造力。





鲨鱼知道长寿的秘密



地球上最长寿脊椎动物很可能是鲨鱼——最近在格陵兰岛附近的北冰洋域发现小头睡鲨，年纪最大的已有400多岁。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

stalk 追踪，潜近[stɔːk]

specimen 样品，样本；标本['spesɪmɪn]

vertebrate 脊椎动物['vɜːtɪbrət]

succor 救援物品['sʌkɚ]

snare 捕捉；诱惑[sneə]

radiocarbon [核] 放射性碳[,reɪdɪəʊ'kɑːb(ə)n]

sobering 使清醒的['səʊbərɪŋ]

intone 吟诵；吟咏[ɪn'təʊn]

mishap 灾祸；不幸事故['mɪshæp]

mammalian 哺乳类动物的[mæ'meɪlɪən]

immortality 不朽；不朽的声名；不灭[ɪmɔː'tælɪtɪ]

elixir 不老长寿药；万能药；炼金药[ɪ'lɪksə; -sɪə]

abstinence 节制；节欲；戒酒；禁食['æbstɪnəns]

eternal 永恒的；不朽的[ɪ'tɜːn(ə)l; iː-]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分19秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分6秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分55秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分1秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Sharks hold secret to a longer life（615words）

By Anjana Ahuja

-----------------------------------------------------

There are Methuselahs among us. These aged wonders of the natural world do not stalk the earth but glide through Arctic waters. Scientists surveying Greenland sharks, previously thought to live up to 200 years, found that they have far longer lifespans. One specimen was calculated, give or take a century, to be nearly 400 years old, born more than a century before the US was founded.

The discovery, reported last week in the journal Science, is a record for a vertebrate, and potentially gives succour to those searching for the secrets of longevity. Anti-ageing enthusiasts insist that life is merely the absence of the processes that lead to death, and that human lifespan could be extended dramatically. Their philosophy is to treat ageing as a disease: treat the disease and life need not end.

Sharks and rays usually reveal their ages through the calcium deposits laid down each year in hard structures such as fins, but Greenland sharks, the largest fish in northern waters, have no such structures. Instead, researchers, presented with 28 females snared accidentally in fishing nets, looked to sharks’ eye lenses. Tissues formed in the lens at birth remain unchanged; its radiocarbon (a radioactive isotope of carbon) content can be matched to the known levels of radiocarbon in the marine environment stretching back 500 years. In effect, a shark’s eye lens contains a radiocarbon time-stamp of its birth.

An international team, led by academics at the University of Copenhagen, showed that the largest sharks — one stretched to 5m — were generally the oldest, with one dated at about 392 years old. The females are estimated to reach sexual maturity at 156. Their eyes also provide a sobering window on human history: the lenses of the youngest fishes contained a “bomb pulse”, a distinctive radiocarbon signature resulting from nuclear weapons testing.

The study intones, rightly, that we should guard these centenarians of the deep; their leisurely pace of maturity and reproduction has obvious consequences for conservation. But it also shows there are potentially many longer-lived species than humans, raising questions anew about whether there really is any natural bar to humans living for centuries. After all, life expectancy has been rising for decades as we conquer the challenges — malnutrition, disease, war, mishap — that hasten our passing. Three centuries ago, a person would be hard pushed to reach 40; some scientists think those born today stand a fighting chance of reaching 150.

Currently, the Japanese are the flag-bearers, boasting a life expectancy of 83 (life expectancy is the average age reached by a population; lifespan is the number of years lived by a particular individual). The longest verified lifespan is 122 years. Humans are not going to outlive sharks any time soon, but new records are being set in mammalian species. This year, scientists found that mice could be engineered to live 35 per cent longer simply by clearing ageing cells from the body. Such laboratory breakthroughs have transformed the quest for immortality from laughing stock to biotech stock. The mission statement of Calico, an Alphabet-backed life sciences start-up, has been paraphrased as “curing death”. Human Longevity, a company focusing on genome research into ageing, boasts a stellar line-up of backers. Meanwhile, hedge fund manager Joon Yun has set up the $1m Palo Alto Longevity prize to “hack the code” for ageing.

In the absence of an elixir, there is some evidence, albeit mixed, that cutting calories may extend life in mice and monkeys. Members of the Calorie Restriction Society advocate partial abstinence as the route to long life. I suspect, however, that forgoing chips and chocolate cake simply makes life feel longer than it really is, and is instead the secret of eternal boredom.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which kind of sharks can live about 400 years?

A. goblin sharks

B. hammerhead sharks

C. greenland sharks

D. thresher sharks


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What do scientists find in shark’s eye lens to know sharks’ lifespan?

A. sodium

B. radiocarbon

C. iodine

D. potassium


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When are the female sharks estimated to reach sexual maturity?

A. 99

B. 176

C. 156

D. 210


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not the reason that hasten human’s passing?

A. malnutrition

B. haleness

C. disease

D. mishap


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. greenland sharks




解释：格陵兰鲨鱼是海洋界寿命最长的鲨鱼，能活到400岁。





[2]

 答案 B. radiocarbon




解释：科学家研究发现在此种鲨鱼的眼睛里有着一种特殊的物质---放射性碳，可以估算出鲨鱼的年龄。





[3]

 答案 C. 156




解释：雌性鲨鱼要到156岁才能进入性成熟期。





[4]

 答案 B. haleness




解释：营养不良，疾病灾祸都会导致人类生命的加速终结。





像爱尔兰人一样喝酒



爱尔兰人爱喝酒是举世闻名的，都柏林更是世界著名的吉尼斯黑啤（Guinness）原产地。全国的大小酒吧不计其数，据说面积不过45平方公里的都柏林就有2000多家酒吧。对当地人来说喝酒更像是在享受，甚至喝酒的氛围感觉和如何倒酒也是一门技术活。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

stout 烈性啤酒[staʊt]

lager 贮藏啤酒['lɑːgə]

soak up 吸收[səʊk]

Guinness 吉尼斯黑啤酒（英国产强性黑啤酒的一种）['ɡinis]

go to great lengths 不遗余力

adamant 坚强的；坚定不移的；坚硬无比的['ædəm(ə)nt]

austerity 紧缩；朴素；苦行[ɒˈsterəti]

legacy 遗赠，遗产['legəsɪ]

traumatic 创伤的[trɔː'mætɪk; traʊ-]

Celtic Tiger 凯尔特之虎；爱尔兰之虎 凯尔特之虎|爱尔兰过去是西欧最贫穷国家之一，其经济高速增长开始于1995年，从那时起这个国家被称为“凯尔特之虎”。在接下来的12年，爱尔兰经济以史无前例地速度增长，每年增长率为6％－11％不等。

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。
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The Irish reclaim the art of pulling the perfect pint（745words）

By Vincent Boland

-----------------------------------------------------

Devitts pub in central Dublin is an increasingly rare thing. It has been owned by the same family for years, it offers traditional Irish music “sessions” every week and it serves a decent pint.

You might think that last attribute is a given: don’t all Irish pubs serve a decent pint? Alas, no. In a country where nearly everything — politics, sport, roads, business, education, food and people’s expectations — has changed mostly for the better over a generation, this is one institution that is still stuck in the 20th century.

Ireland’s pubs, collectively, are deep in debt as a result of the financial crisis; many have closed in recent years. Though Dublin has its share of loud, shiny new bars, its “locals” can be dismal places, with tatty interiors and bad food. But their dirty little secret, it turns out, is that bar staff have either lost or never acquired the most basic skill of all: pint-pulling.

“We’ve lost the art and craft that used to be associated with our trade,” says Deirdre Devitt, owner of the Camden Street pub. “The young fellows behind the bar — they have zero training.” Ger Galvin is on a mission to change that, which is why he was in Devitts one recent evening, along with representatives of the drinks and pub trades. Galvin is the founder of the Hibernian Brewing School and has designed a course — starting next month, with the backing of the City & Guilds vocational education organisation — to train Ireland’s bar staff to pull “the perfect pint”. “Is there a skills problem in Irish pubs? I think there is,” he says. “When the world was simpler, bar staff were trained to the level they needed to be at. But now people want to know what they are drinking, what the difference is between one beer and another. Seventy per cent of people who come into an Irish pub today don’t know what they want to drink. They are after an experience — and staff need to be able to respond to that.”

The art of pulling a pint applies particularly to Guinness, the most traditional offering in an Irish pub. It is not a beer, it is a stout — heavier and creamier than lager or beer, and its pulling requires patience. But the skills gap applies to the business of pint-pulling in general, and to the wider question of hospitality in pubs.

The Irish like to think they are a hospitable people — partly because it is true and partly because it is what tourism advertising has been telling them for years. Tourism is an essential industry, and one of the traveller’s top desires is to sit in a bar, drink a pint and soak up some of the atmosphere of the country.

According to research by Tony Foley, an economist at Dublin City University, the number-one experience sought by visitors is “listening to Irish music in a pub”. The country’s most visited attraction is the Guinness Storehouse in Dublin: the “home of Guinness”. It attracted 1.5m visitors last year.

Both the drinks industry and tourism chiefs say it is time for pubs to ensure the experience that visitors have in museums such as this is matched in Ireland’s actual pubs. Drinks industry bosses say they go to great lengths to produce excellent beers; they are increasingly adamant that such excellence must not break down at the point of sale.

There are two other factors forcing pubs to change. One is the growth of craft brewing in Ireland. Jonathan McDade, head of the Irish Brewers Association, says there are likely to be 70 breweries producing craft beers by the end of this year, compared with just a handful 20 years ago. But, he says, there is “no unified, minimum industry standard, and we want to create one”.

The second is that Irish people, in general, have much higher expectations of the quality of what they consume than they did even during the Celtic Tiger years of economic expansion between the mid-1990s and the mid-2000s. As they start to spend again, after years of austerity, they are no longer willing to tolerate second best. It is one of the happier legacies of the traumatic financial crisis.

With a tentative economic recovery under way, some pubs are starting to flourish again. “Camden Street is flying — it’s a sign that things are better,” Devitt says. “But pubs need to change. It’s no longer about slapping a pint on the bar.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of pint does Devitts pub serve?

A. decent

B. bad

C. sour

D. perfect


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What do people want to know when they are drinking now?

A. how much they can drink

B. the difference is between one beer and another

C. the taste of the drink

D. the mood when they are drinking


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not right about the stout?

A. heavier

B. its pulling requires patience

C. beer

D. creamier


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is right to describe Irish people?

A. hostile

B. hospitable

C. resentful

D. frugal


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. decent




解释：都柏林的酒吧为四面八方慕名而来的客人都是提供着相当好的品脱酒。





[2]

 答案 B. the difference is between one beer and another




解释：在客人喝酒的同时，他们更想了解的是酒与酒之间的区别，而不单单只是为了味道或是口感。





[3]

 答案 C. beer




解释：烈性啤酒不是啤酒，它比啤酒更需要装入杯时的耐心，酒的特性上更重更浓，口感更好。





[4]

 答案 B. hospitable




解释：爱尔兰的人民是非常热情友好的。





民宿时代：信任的秘密



民宿现在成为了大家出行选择住处的一种时尚，选择民宿不仅要让旅行者感觉环境舒心，更要住得放心。但是其中的信任有来自于哪里？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

contemplate 沉思['kɒntempleɪt; -təm-]

corridor 走廊['kɒrɪdɔː]

vital 至关重要的['vaɪt(ə)l]

arduous 费力的['ɑːdjʊəs]

ethnographic 人种志的；民族志学的[,eθnə'ɡræfɪk]

tribe 部落；族；宗族[traɪb]

ravage 毁坏；破坏['rævɪdʒ]

drought 干旱[draʊt]

betray 背叛；出卖[bɪ'treɪ]

horrific 可怕的；令人毛骨悚然的[hɒ'rɪfɪk]

miracle 奇迹['mɪrək(ə)l]

manipulate 操纵；操作[mə'nɪpjʊleɪt]

extortionist 勒索者[ɪk'stɔrʃənɪst]

racial minority 少数民族[ɪk'stɔrʃənɪst] [maɪ'nɒrɪtɪ; mɪ-]

bustle 喧闹；忙乱['bʌs(ə)l]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。
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The meaning of trust in the age of Airbnb（897words）

By Tim Harford

-----------------------------------------------------

I am on holiday in Bavaria, where, in between the beer and schnitzels, I have been contemplating the nature of trust. A rather old-fashioned guest house happily took our reservation and let us run up a bill of nearly €1,000 without ever demanding more than a signature. Not for the Bavarians the pre-authorised credit card. Our room keys were stored in an unlocked cabinet in a quiet corridor, along with the keys of every other guest in the place. It made me wonder why anyone was bothering with keys in the first place. Nevertheless, our belongings were not stolen and we paid our bill when we left. The trust had been justified.

Since Germany is one of the most successful economies in the world and Bavaria is one of the most successful economies in Germany, the thought did cross my mind that trust might be one of the secrets of economic success. Steve Knack, an economist at the World Bank with a long-standing interest in trust, once told me that if one takes a broad enough view of trust, “it would explain basically all the difference between the per capita income of the United States and Somalia”. In other words, without trust — and its vital complement, trustworthiness — there is no prospect of economic development.

Simple activities become arduous in a low-trust society. How can you be sure you won’t be robbed on the way to the corner store? Hire a bodyguard? (Can you trust him?) The watered-down milk is in a locked fridge. As for something more complex like arranging a mortgage, forget about it.

Prosperity not only requires trust, it also encourages it. Why bother to steal when you are already comfortable? An example of poverty breeding mistrust comes from Colin Turnbull’s ethnographic study The Mountain People (1972), about the Ik, a displaced tribe ravaged by Ugandan drought in the 1960s. If Turnbull’s account is itself trustworthy (it may not be), in the face of extreme hunger, the Ik had abandoned any pretence at ethical behaviour and would lie, cheat and steal whenever possible. Parents would abandon their own children, and children betray their own parents. Turnbull’s story had a horrific logic. The Ik had no hope of a future, so they saw no need to protect their reputation for fair dealing.

One of the underrated achievements of the modern world has been to develop ways to extend the circle of trust by depersonalising it. Trust used to be a very personal thing: you would trust your friends or friends of friends. But when I withdrew €400 from a cash machine, it was not because the bank trusted me but because it could verify that my bank would repay the money. This is a cold corporate miracle.

Over the past few years, people have been falling in love with a hybrid model that allows a personal reputation to work even between strangers. One example is Airbnb, which lets people stay in the homes of complete strangers, a considerable exercise of trust on both sides. We successfully used it on another stop in our Bavarian holiday. Airbnb makes personal connections but uses online reviews to keep people honest: after our stay, we reviewed our host and he reviewed us.

To enthusiasts for “collaborative consumption”, the next step is to develop systems that allow users to take the reputation they have built up as a generous and conscientious Airbnb host, and to use it to convey that they are also a prompt and careful Lyft driver or a reliable and honest eBay seller.

But designing such a system is problematic. Science fiction writer Cory Doctorow posited a purely reputational currency in his novel Down and Out in the Magic Kingdom (2003). Such currencies, he says, are easily manipulated by con artists and extortionists. We’re misunderstanding the reason that eBay and Airbnb work, says Doctorow. It’s not because of the brilliance of the online reputation system but “because most people aren’t crooks”, an idea any Bavarian hotelier would understand.  . . . 

Personalised trust has never been fairly distributed. When Harvard Business School researchers Benjamin Edelman, Michael Luca and Dan Svirsky conducted field experiments on Airbnb, they found that both hosts and guests were discriminating against racial minorities. Other researchers have found evidence of discrimination in places from Craigslist to carpools. New online tools are giving us the ability to treat faraway strangers as though they were neighbours — and we do, in good ways and in bad.

Trust is as unfairly granted in Bavaria as anywhere else. While browsing for shades in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, I warned my young son not to play with the merchandise: a sign forbade children to touch the sunglasses.

The shopkeeper bustled over and reassured me that the rule did not apply to my son. “It’s for the Arab kids,” she told me, beaming. “They just drop the sunglasses on the floor.”

Ah. My son is adorably blond but he is as capable of snapping a pair of designer sunglasses as any other four-year-old. Trust is sometimes given to people who do not deserve it. And it is often withheld from people who do.

Tim Harford is the author of ‘The Undercover Economist Strikes Back’. Twitter @TimHarford. He is speaking at the FT Weekend Live festival in London on September 3 alongside Vivienne Westwood, Lionel Barber, Heston Blumenthal, Martin Wolf and many more. Details and tickets from live.ft.com

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Does Bavaria belong to which country?

A. Canada

B. Italy

C. Chile

D. Germany


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is right about the secrets of economic success？

A. talents

B. trust

C. trap

D. fund


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not right to describe collaborative consumption?

A. generous

B. honest

C. cheat

D. conscientious


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the reason of the shopkeeper bustled over Arab kids?

A. care

B. discrimination

C. respect

D. autism


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 D. Germany




解释：巴伐利亚州是联邦德国一州名。





[2]

 答案 B. trust




解释：文章提到，一个经济环境的成功取决于这个环境为大家所带来的可信任度。





[3]

 答案 C. cheat




解释：协同消费是指消费者利用线上、线下的社区实现合作或互利消费的一种经济模式，包括在拥有、租赁、使用或互相交换物品等方面的合作。合作的基本就是诚信，要大方认真尽责。





[4]

 答案 B. discrimination




解释：人们在对待陌生人的态度上，绝大部分会出自于对人类种族的看法，种族歧视是不可避免的问题。尊重与信任好像本应属于应得的人群。





抑制肥胖的根本方法



肥胖症在英国一直处于逐年增加的趋势，医疗保健费用也大量的消耗在了由于过度肥胖而产生的疾病中。专家认为降低卡路里的摄取量才是最根本能够抑制肥胖症增加的办法。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

misinform|误传；提供错误消息[mɪsɪn'fɔːm]

combat |反对；与…战斗['kɒmbæt; 'kʌm-]

deliberately|故意地[dɪ'lɪbərətli]

criticize|批评['krɪtɪ,saɪz]

tackle|处理['tæk(ə)l]

strenuous|紧张的；费力的；艰苦的['strenjʊəs]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。
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Concern over calorie intake data as obesity reaches record high（443words）

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu, Consumer Industries Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

The number of calories eaten in Britain is being undercounted by up to 50 per cent, creating confusion over growing obesity levels.

The Behavioural Insights Team (BIT), a part-privatised government agency, said national surveys are not capturing the changes in the way food is eaten, particularly snacking outside the home. “Such a large underestimate of calorie intake could misinform the policy debate and lead to less effective strategies to combat the current national obesity crisis.”

It added that people are likely to under-report the amount they eat, both deliberately and unconsciously, and that fewer overweight people are accurately recording the amount they eat in surveys. BIT questioned the 40-year trend in official statistics that has shown a steep decline in calorie consumption, even as obesity has increased.

Obesity in the UK is the highest it has ever been and is putting a growing strain on the finances of the National Health Service, its head, Simon Stevens, has said, because of the cost of treating obesity-related illnesses, such as type 2 diabetes.

He has repeatedly called on the government to take measures to combat obesity and has criticised the food and drink industry for using too much sugar.

The government has said it will introduce a sugar tax on sugary carbonated drinks in 2018 and is planning to publish a strategy to tackle childhood obesity.

The food and drink industry has tried to deflect criticism by pointing to the official data which implies that people are getting fatter because they are exercising less.

The report refutes this, saying that “reductions in physical activity do not provide a realistic explanation for the rise in obesity rates over the last 40 years”.

It said: “Even though jobs have become less strenuous over time, the increase in people’s body weight more than compensates for the ensuing decline in activity.”

Its findings imply that calorie consumption has not decreased significantly over time and that attempts to get people to exercise more should not distract from the central message that people need to eat less in order to lose weight.

Michael Hallsworth, co-author of the paper and director of health at BIT, said: “Strategies to reduce obesity should focus on reducing calorie consumption. Our analysis shows that it’s unlikely that calorie intake has dramatically decreased in recent decades. Instead, it seems we are reporting our consumption less accurately.”

Mr Hallsworth called on the Government Statistical Service to examine ways of improving the way people report what they eat.

Jamie Jenkins, head of health analysis at the Office for National Statistics, said it was “actively investigating a range of alternative data sources to improve our understanding of calorie intake”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is right about British health problem reaches record high?

A. AIDS

B. skin cancer

C. heart disease

D. obesity


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is describing incorrectly how people report the amount they eat?

A. deliberately

B. cursorily

C. accurately

D. unconsciously


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What kind of tax does British government want to increase?

A. food

B. medicine

C. sugar

D. liquor


[3]
 
 
答案



4. In which year does the British government plan to publish a strategy to tackle childhood obesity?

A. 2016

B. 2018

C. 2019

D. 2020


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 D. obesity




解释：肥胖症目前在英国已经破了纪录高点。





[2]

 答案 B. cursorily




解释：在调查统计中，只有一小部分过度肥胖的群众才会仔细地记录他们的每日饮食摄取量，大部分的人都只是故意地或无意识地过低地记录他们的每日摄取量。





[3]

 答案 C. sugar




解释：为了能够降低很多食品产业在食物和饮料中减少加入其中糖分的用量从而能够降低人们卡路里的摄取，政府决定对食用糖提高税率收取。





[4]

 答案 B. 2018




解释：政府计划在2018年公布如何处理儿童期肥胖症的策略。





脱欧之后的买买买



脱欧公投后，似乎只有买买买能够驱散国内飘荡的犹豫情绪。尽管Niesr数据显示7月份英国经济出现了收缩，但是销售额却有增无减。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

like-for-like sales 同比销售额

relief 解除；安慰；浮雕[rɪ'liːf]

KPMG 毕马威会计事务所

stimulus 激励；刺激物['stɪmjʊləs]

recession 衰退；不景气[rɪ'seʃ(ə)n]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。
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 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分38秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分9秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分15秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分47秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Brexit vote fails to deter shoppers as summer sales edge up（474words）

By Emily Cadman

-----------------------------------------------------

Britain’s vote for Brexit has not stopped consumers from shopping. Like-for-like sales rose 1.1 per cent in July — broadly in line with the average for the year so far.

The British Retail Consortium/KPMG figures will be a relief for policymakers. Early survey evidence after the Brexit vote suggested consumer confidence had fallen sharply.

David McCorquodale, head of retail at KPMG, said the sunny month benefited food, drink and fashion sales.

“Warmer weather helped blow away some of the post-referendum blues, boosting the UK feelgood factor and giving consumers a sense that ‘life goes on’ following the initial shock of the Brexit vote,” he said. Both the Bank of England and the Treasury are watching the retail sector closely for any signs of households tightening their belts in response to Brexit-related uncertainty. Household consumption, which includes both retail spending and purchases of goods and services, accounts for about 60 per cent of gross domestic product.

The BoE hopes that last week’s stimulus package, which included a new funding scheme for banks to ensure they pass on the interest rate cut to consumers, will help the country narrowly avoid outright recession.

Even before the EU referendum, years of small pay rises and the rise of high street discounters such as Primark and Aldi meant that retailers have had to compete hard to persuade customers to spend.

Helen Dickinson, chief executive of the BRC, said growth in July had been driven mainly by heavy discounting. “The big question for retailers is whether that success can be carried forward into full price sales,” she said.

Caution was also evident in data from Barclaycard showing that while everyday spending was resilient in July, Britons made fewer big purchases.

The credit card company reported that spending in pubs and restaurants rose, while annual spending growth fell to 2.6 per cent in July, from 3.6 per cent the previous month.

Paul Lockstone, managing director of Barclaycard, said its research found that while Britons were still spending on daily essentials and small treats, one in three said they were less likely to spend on big-ticket items.

So far the uncertainty generated by the vote to leave the EU seems to have had a bigger impact on firms than households. Almost all surveys of business sentiment have shown sharp falls. CBRE, the property adviser, said on Monday that UK commercial property values dropped 4.1 per cent in July, led by a 6.1 per cent fall in central London offices.

FTSE 100 commercial property groups British Land and Land Securities have both warned that demand is likely to be “subdued” until companies have more clarity on the terms of Britain’s exit from the EU.

City offices have taken a particular hit as financial institutions wait to find out whether they will keep the “passporting” rights that give them access to the single market.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the real-life situation of shopping compared with expectation?

A. opposite

B. identical

C. near to the expectation

D. not mentioned


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What benefited food, drink and fashion sales from McCorquodale, head of retail at KPMG?

A. different opinions

B. warmer weather

C. post-referendum blues

D. the public holidays


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is in the majority of gross domestic product(GDP) in UK?

A. government consumption

B. investment spending

C. household consumption

D. net foreign earnings


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is the mainly reason of the growth sales in July of BRC?

A. Increase in wages

B. heavy discounting

C. terrorist activities

D. uncertainty generated


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. opposite




解释：根据英国零售商协会/毕马威的数据显示，公投后的同比销售额和预期中的会下降截然相反，在7月增长了1.1%





[2]

 答案 B. warmer weather




解释：McCorquodale，表示温暖的天气助长了以上领域产品的销售表现。





[3]

 答案 C. household consumption




解释：文章提到民众消费支出占国内生产总值的60%左右。





[4]

 答案 B. heavy discounting




解释：销量的上涨主要由于大力度的夏季折扣。





未来谁是职场抢手人才



美国学者格斯特林表示，5年内所有软件应用都将内置智能，这样一来，谁会成为市场上炙手可热的关键人才？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

mint 铸造，铸币[mɪnt]

inbuilt 内置的；内藏的；嵌入的['ɪnbɪlt]

ubiquity 普遍存在；到处存在[juː'bɪkwətɪ]

analogue 类似情况；对等的人['ænəlɒg]

wholesale 批发的；大规模的['həʊlseɪl]

truism 众所周知；真实性['truːɪz(ə)m]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分8秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分33秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分15秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分8秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Data scientists at forefront of changes in technology businesses （684words）

By Richard Waters

-----------------------------------------------------

For a field supposedly starved of talent, data science seems to have been minting a lot of new experts in a hurry.

The depth of interest was on display this week in San Francisco, where 1,600 people turned up for a data science summit organised by Turi, a company run by University of Washington machine learning professor Carlos Guestrin.

Mr Guestrin argues that all software applications will need inbuilt intelligence within five years, making data scientists — people trained to analyse large bodies of information — key workers in this emerging “cognitive” technology economy. Whether or not he is right about the coming ubiquity, there is already a core of critical applications that depend on machine learning, led by recommendation programmes, fraud detection systems, forecasting tools and applications for predicting customer behaviour.

The adaptation of what was until recently the preserve of research scientists into production-grade business applications could point to a profound change in corporate competitiveness. The companies showing off their skills in data science and machine learning at the Turi event — including Uber, Pinterest and Quora — were all born in the digital era.

Some companies that grew up in the analogue world, such as Walmart, are also investing massively in this field, says Anthony Goldbloom, chief executive of Kaggle, a company that runs online data science competitions. But he predicts that they are unlikely ever to catch up with Amazon and its ilk, which have a head start and are moving fast. Repeated across different sectors, that could point to wholesale change in industry leadership as intelligent systems take a more central role.

One factor weighing on many traditional companies will be the high cost of mounting a serious machine-learning operation. Netflix is estimated to spend $150m a year on a single application — its movie recommendation system — and the total bill is probably four times that once all its uses of the technology are taken into account, says a person familiar with its applications.

Many companies that were born digital — particularly internet outfits that have a deluge of real-time customer interactions to mine — are all-in when it comes to data science. Pinterest, for instance, maintains more than 100 machine learning models that could be applied to different classes of problems, and it constantly fields requests from managers eager to use this resource to tackle their business problems, says Jure Leskovec, its chief scientist.

Another problem for many non-technology companies is talent. Despite the surging ranks of data scientists, some skills are in very short supply, particularly in deep learning — the most advanced form of machine learning. Of the freelance computer science experts who use Kaggle, only about 1,000 have deep learning skills, compared to 100,000 who can apply other machine learning techniques, says Mr Goldbloom. He adds that big companies are often reluctant to bend their pay scales to hire the top talent in this field, even if the algorithms developed by a single high-paid expert can have a disproportionately large effect on their business.

The biggest barrier to adapting to the coming era of “smart” applications, however, is likely to be cultural. Some companies, such as General Electric, have been building their own Silicon Valley presence to attract and develop the digital skills they will need. But they will have to push their new data scientists and machine-learning experts out into operating divisions and bring them closer to line managers to reap the full benefits.

This confluence, between the science and the business practice is critical. It has become a truism to say that all managers will need to let their decision-making be led by the data from now on. But that requires a complete change in mindset that is easier said than done. The challenge is made even harder, says Mr Goldbloom, by the fact that managers are required to redesign their work processes around the new “smart” applications, in ways that effectively design themselves partly out of a job.

Despite the obstacles, some may master this difficult transition. But companies that were built, from the beginning, with data science and machine learning at their core, are likely to represent serious competition.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What will be needed in the software applications within five years as mentioned?

A. inbuilt intelligence

B. big data

C. linguistics

D. virtual reality


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What are most recommendation programmes and fraud detection systems depended on now?

A. linguistics

B. manual labour

C. machine learning

D. positioning system


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is obstacle for many traditional companies to popularize learning operation?

A. technological problem

B. difference of opinion

C. high cost

D. talent crisis


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the biggest barrier to adapting to the coming era of “smart” applications?

A. money

B. cultural

C. time

D. talent


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. inbuilt intelligence




解释：文章提到所有软件应用在5年内都将需要内置的智能，从而使数据科学家——经过培训，能够对海量数据进行分析的人员——成为这一新兴“认知”技术经济中的关键工作者。





[2]

 答案 D. positioning system




解释：目前已有一些核心的关键应用依赖机器学习，最主要的是推荐程序、欺诈探测系统、预报工具和旨在预测顾客行为的应用。





[3]

 答案 C. high cost




解释：拖累许多传统公司的一个因素，是开展真正的机器学习运作的高成本。





[4]

 答案 B. cultural




解释：适应即将到来的“智能”应用时代的最大障碍，可能是文化上的。





“基因完美人”离我们有多远



Crispr基因编辑技术被吹捧为一种再造人类的手段，现在这种技术即将从培养皿走向人类。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

muscular dystrophy 肌肉萎缩症；营养不良

tout 吹捧[taʊt]

reboot 重新启动[riː'buːt]

tumour 瘤；肿瘤[ˈtuːmər]

bloodstream 血流['blʌdstriːm]

derail 使出轨[dɪ'reɪl]

leukaemia 白血病[luː'kiːmɪə]

unintended 无意识的；非计划中的[ʌnɪn'tendɪd]

enzyme [生化] 酶['enzaɪm]

amend 修改；改善，改进[ə'mend]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分15秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分4秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分54秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分1秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Gene-editing: A step closer to homo perfectus（610words）

By Anjana Ahuja

-----------------------------------------------------

So it begins. Nobody thought it would happen this fast, and now we are preparing to take a leap into the unknown. Not Brexit but Crispr gene-editing, a DNA-changing technology that can supposedly cure mice of liver disease and muscular dystrophy, render human cells resistant to HIV and create fungus-resistant wheat.

It has also been touted as a means of remaking humanity — and now it is about to progress from Petri dishes into people. An influential advisory panel at the US National Institutes of Health has unanimously approved the first clinical trial to use Crispr genome-editing (also known as gene-editing) on humans, to reboot immune cells in cancer patients. Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania will target patients with multiple myeloma, melanoma or sarcoma. The team will remove a class of immune cells called T-cells from patients, edit the genes of those T-cells so they are better able to “lock on” to tumour cells, and then restore the altered T-cells back into the bloodstream.

With luck, the genetic edits should boost the patient’s immune system. The study, now expected to receive the blessing of federal regulators, will be funded by a cancer institute founded by Sean Parker of Napster and Facebook fame.

The aim of this first in-human trial of Crispr is not to enhance therapeutic outcomes but to prove its safety. Other genetic technologies of great promise cast long shadows. Gene therapy, which involves inserting copies of missing or defective genes into a patient, usually using a virus as a carrier, was nearly derailed at the turn of the millennium , when a child with a severe immune disorder developed leukaemia as a direct result of the treatment.

The viruses chosen as carriers in some early trials wrought unforeseen damage. As a result the first European treatment using gene therapy, which has been around since 1990, was licensed only in 2012. With gene-editing, the unintended consequence that most terrifies genetic researchers is “off-target effects”, in which untargeted genes are inadvertently snipped, deleted or altered. The technology uses enzymes to search for particular sequences of DNA — but, just as it is possible for a search facility in word-processing software to pick out a string of letters in an unexpected place, the enzymes might similarly latch on to the wrong stretch of DNA.

The risk, at least in this trial, is minimised by the gene-editing being done outside the body, allowing researchers to check the T-cells have been appropriately amended before being put back into the patient. Still, once the cutting enzyme is unleashed, there is a possibility it could continue operating inside the body to uncertain end.

By next year we should have a hint of whether gene-editing really can fix deficient DNA in people. And that is when things get serious: why stop at correcting the human genome? Why not beautify it? That thought is preoccupying those in the field, who raised concerns at a Washington summit in December, organised by scientists from the UK, China and the US. Among those attending was Yale University’s Daniel Kevles, a historian of the eugenics movement.

The thing about Crispr genome-editing is this: it is fast, cheap and easy to do. Many countries, especially those that see themselves as future torchbearers for technology, such as China, are forging ahead; China holds the first claim to creating a (non-viable) gene-edited embryo. Regulation is patchy.

No country endorses a genome-edited human embryo being implanted and being brought to term. Even so, gene-editing technology makes the prospect of a homo perfectus just slightly more probable — and, as a species, we have yet to fully grasp the implications of this brave and perfectly edited new world.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the ‘T-cells’ as mentioned?

A. a kind of immune cells

B. a kind of tumour cells

C. edited cells in mouse

D. a kind of infected cells


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the aim of this first in-human trial of Crispr?

A. to enhance therapeutic outcomes

B. to get more donations

C. to prove its safety

D. to recruit volunteers


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When was the gene therapy was listened in Europe?

A. 1990

B. 2000

C. 2012

D. 2016


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not the characteristics of Crispr genome-editing?

A. fast

B. vulnerability

C. cheap

D. easy to do


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. a kind of immune cells




解释：美国将批准首项人类Crispr基因编辑试验。该团队将从患者体内取出被称为T细胞的一类免疫细胞，对这些T细胞的基因进行编辑，使它们能更好地“锁定”癌细胞，然后将这些修改过的T细胞重新导入患者的血液循环系统。





[2]

 答案 C. to prove its safety




解释：这个对人体进行的第一项Crispr实验的目的，不是为了改善治疗结果，而是为了证明其安全性。





[3]

 答案 C. 2012




解释：在一些早期的试验中，被选为载体的病毒造成了无法预见的伤害。其结果是，基因疗法虽然从1990年起就存在了，但欧洲第一例使用这种疗法的治疗在2012年才获得许可。





[4]

 答案 B. vulnerability




解释：Crispr基因组编辑有这样一个特点：这种技术快速、廉价和易行。Vulnerability是致命性。





Instagram “山寨”对手？



Instagram照片分享应用刚刚增加了一项新功能，允许用户像在Snapchat里一样分享阅后即焚照片和视频。Instagram甚至将这款产品也命名为Stories，与Snapchat完全相同。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

filter 滤波器；滤镜['fɪltə]

standalone 独立的电脑，单机['stændə,ləʊn]

mimicked 仿制品[mimikt]

scrawl 涂鸦；乱写[skrɔːl]

knock-on 连锁的

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分8秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分52秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分3秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分43秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Instagram redesign apes Snapchat’s style （432 words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco

-----------------------------------------------------

Instagram, the photo app known for its fashionable filters, has been redesigned to look more like rival Snapchat, in Facebook’s latest attempt to see off the threat from the $15bn start-up that now has 150m daily active users.

Facebook owns Instagram and the service has added stories that disappear after 24 hours, a native camera and creative tools to encourage users to draw on their photos, as it tries to keep users engaged with a more casual and less curated look.

After years of Facebook launching and retiring standalone apps such as Poke and Slingshot that mimicked key features of Snapchat, from disappearing photos to drawing tools, Instagram has taken on the challenge by creating Instagram Stories.

Unlike the main Instagram feed, where lovingly filtered photos exist forever, Stories disappear after 24 hours. Users are encouraged to use the camera within the app and scrawl across their pictures with digital markers, highlighters and emojis.

“With Instagram Stories, you don’t have to worry about over-posting. Instead, you can share as much as you want to throughout the day — with as much creativity as you want,” a spokesman said in a blog post.

Instagram, which has kept its main feed intact, acknowledged that Snapchat had provided the inspiration for its Stories feature. A spokesman said: “Stories are a new format that’s just starting to see broad adoption, and we’re excited to bring them to Instagram and help evolve them.” The redesign comes as Facebook tries to encourage users of its main big blue app to share more personal stories and pictures. The world’s largest social network has updated the algorithm for its main news feed to prioritise posts from friends and families rather than from pages such as those of professional publishers.

Instagram is still far bigger than Snapchat, having doubled its userbase over two years to 500m monthly active users. Some 300m people use the app every day, twice as many as use Snapchat daily. Instagram announced on Tuesday that it now also has half of its users using its direct messaging feature each month.

But analysts at Jefferies say the surging use of Snapchat could hit Instagram, affecting user engagement and having a knock-on impact on the growth of advertising revenue at the app. Advertisers could spend up to $150m less than expected as brands move budgets to Snapchat, the analysts warned.

“While our survey suggests Snapchat has not impacted Instagram engagement yet, we believe it has the most to lose given the similarities between the two apps (demographic, messaging focus, image and video sharing),” they said in a note.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When will the stories disappear on Instagram with the new service?

A. 2 hours

B. 12 hours

C. 24 hours

D. 48 hours


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the main feed of Instagram?

A. disappearing

B. advertising

C. filters

D. advertising


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is wrong for the Instagram Story?

A. It is the first time for Facebook to imitate Snapchat.

B. Photos won’t exist forever.

C. Users are encouraged to use the camera within the app.

D. Pictures can be scrawled and highlighted.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the percentage of Instagram’s users using its direct messaging feature each month?

A. 25%

B. 50%

C. 75%

D. not mentioned


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. 24 hours




解释：24小时后内容就会消失。





[2]

 答案 C. filters




解释：文章第四段，filters是滤镜的意思。





[3]

 答案 A. It is the first time for Facebook to imitate Snapchat.




解释：这并非Facebook首次模仿Snapchat。此前Facebook推出了Poke和Slingshot两款独立应用，模仿Snapchat的阅后即焚功能，但并未成功。





[4]

 答案 B. 50%




解释：Instagram目前大约拥有3亿日活跃用户，约为Snapchat的两倍。每个月大概有一半的用户会使用其消息功能。





“眨眼解锁”的手机



虹膜包含大量独一无二的特征，包括相互交错的斑点、细丝、冠状、条纹等等细节。常在谍战片里出现的虹膜识别黑科技，终于在日常手机上被解锁。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

high-end|高端的；高档的['haɪɛnd]

phablet|平板手机[ˈfæblɪt]

mass-market|畅销的

retina|视网膜['retɪnə]

iris|虹膜['aɪrɪs]

reinvigorate|使再振作；使复兴[riːɪn'vɪgəreɪt]

durability|耐久性；坚固[,djʊrə'bɪləti]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分0秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分48秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分0秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分42秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Samsung unlocks new features with iris-scanning ‘phablet’ （420 words）

By Nicholas Megaw in London

-----------------------------------------------------

Samsung has launched a high-end “phablet” that competes with BlackBerry on security features prized by business users, while out-innovating Apple with an iris-scanning feature.

The Galaxy Note7 is being introduced against a backdrop of slowing smartphone sales growth that the South Korean company has handled better than its rivals, with its mobile sales last month driving its best quarterly results in more than two years.

The Note7 smartphone, with its supersized 5.7-inch screen, is the first mass-market Android phone to feature a retina scanner. As well as unlocking users’ phones, the iris scanning can also be used to authenticate purchases through the Samsung Pay service.

David Lowes, Samsung Europe senior vice-president, said the company wanted to “show that we are the mobile company that takes security really seriously”.

The focus on security echoes BlackBerry’s efforts to reinvigorate its enterprise handset business by launching “the world’s most secure Android smartphone” last week.

Samsung also hopes to appeal to younger users with entertainment features such as HDR video streaming, while changes to the camera make it easier to take selfies with one hand.

The company is targeting users who “have found a work-life blend”, according to Mr Lowes. “Previously at Samsung we maybe focused very much on the technology or durability parts of the device, but now I think we’ve brought the desirability in as well,” he added.

Differentiating its products on more than just the strength of its technology is becoming increasingly important for Samsung, as it faces growing competition in the Android market and the continuing challenge from the iPhone’s superior app offerings.

Privately owned Chinese group Huawei has graduated from producing cheap white-label phones to launching its own premium handsets, and has publicly proclaimed its desire to unseat Apple and Samsung in global smartphone sales.

Fellow Chinese company Xiaomi is also looking to expand overseas, and recently bought some 1,500 patents from Microsoft to boost its ability to fend off lawsuits.

The growing number of groups are competing in a tougher market, with global smartphone sales growth forecast to more than halve to 6.3 per cent this year, declining to as low as 3.8 per cent by 2020, according to the research firm Gartner. Last week, Apple announced that sales of its iPhone had fallen 15 per cent in its second quarter.

Mr Lowes said premium phones were enjoying faster growth than the rest of the market, and the company’s recent results showed that “you cannot only grow in the smartphone market today, but you can do it profitably”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one of the following can be used to authenticate purchases through the Samsung Pay service?

A. retina scanning

B. iris scanning

C. gait recognition

D. voice recognition


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who lunched ‘the world’s most secure Android smartphone” last week?

A. Huawei

B. Apple

C. BlackBerry

D. Nokia


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to appeal to younger users for Samsung as mentioned?

A. entertainment features

B. payment security

C. good-looking appearance

D. technology and durability


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who bought some 1,500 patents from Microsoft to boost its ability?

A. Huawei

B. Xiaomi

C. Apple

D. BlackBerry


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. iris scanning




解释：Note7是首部有虹膜识别的手机，可以用于手机解锁。同时视网膜识别功能可以授权支付Samsung Pay。gait recognition是步态识别。





[2]

 答案 C. BlackBerry




解释：上周，黑莓发布了“全球最安全的安卓手机”。





[3]

 答案 A. entertainment features




解释：文章提到为了吸引更多年轻人，三星优化智能手机的娱乐功能，例如支持HDR 视频、优化自拍体验等。





[4]

 答案 B. Xiaomi




解释：小米也正通过各种努力获得所需的专利技术，比如从微软手中购买约1500项专利。
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小妖怪的冬天







烧钱竞争结束，乘客钱包“受伤”？



优步中国与中国竞争对手滴滴出行合并，显然结束了一场补贴大战。而没有了折扣PK，乘客纷纷在社交平台上抱怨优步在华车费上涨明显。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Merger 合并；并购['mɜːdʒə]

pullback 撤退；障碍['pʊlbæk]

ubiquitous 普遍存在的[juː'bɪkwɪtəs]

nascent 初期的；发生中的['næs(ə)nt; 'neɪ-]

woo 追求；招致；向…求爱[wuː]

haemorrhage 大出血；损失['hemərɪdʒ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分37秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分16秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分2秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分4秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Uber fares in China soar after Didideal（640 words）

By Ma Fangjing and Charles Clover in Beijing

-----------------------------------------------------

Car-hailing app Uber cut back on promotions and discounts in China on Tuesday, a day after a merger with rival Didi Chuxing put an apparent end to a subsidy battle that cost the San Francisco-based company $1bn last year.

With the ink barely dry on the merger, in which Uber and its Chinese investors took a 20 per cent share of Didi, passengers were going on Weibo, China’s version of Twitter, to complain that the cost of regular routes previously taken had risen steeply.

“My ride nearly doubled in price,” complained one user named Longdidongruirui on Weibo, while one Uber journey in Beijing that has regularly cost Rmb10 ($1.50) for the past year cost Rmb19 on Tuesday morning, as the normal discount was not applied.

Uber China declined to comment on the apparent pullback on discounts, while a San Francisco-based spokesman for Uber said “nothing has changed from our end” on prices. Didi Chuxing had already begun to raise prices and end subsidies in June.

Uber’s prices, measured per minute and per kilometre, appeared to be the same as in previous months on Tuesday. But what had changed were the absence of discounts and nearly ubiquitous special promotions. “There are no Uber discounts today,” said Weibo user await_autumn in a post. The normal value of such discounts was not clear.

Analysts said the apparent rowback on discounts was not surprising after a merger that marked the end of competition between two giants that had dominated the nascent car-hailing industry.

For more than a year, Uber and Didi paid expensive subsidies to drivers — sometimes amounting to multiples of the fare — in an effort to woo users with low prices. The subsidies meant that until recently both car-hailing services were less expensive than a regular taxi.

Both saw explosive growth in riders — Didi claims 14m riders per day currently and 300m users, while Uber’s chief executive Travis Kalanick said in a blog post on Monday the service had 150m users per month in China.

But both companies were haemorrhaging cash as a result of the subsidy war. Travis Kalanick, Uber’s chief executive, has admitted to losing more than $1bn last year in China, while Cheng Wei, Didi’s chief executive, said last March the company had set aside $4bn in 2015 for what he called “market fostering”.

The biggest losers from the ending of subsidies will probably be the drivers, who fear their livelihoods might be threatened. One driver, who declined to give his name, said he had bought a car and paid Rmb70,000 ($10,500) to rent a Beijing licence plate to drive for Uber in the city. Along with two other Beijing drivers, he reported a sharp drop in orders on Monday afternoon, following the merger announcement.

Any steep increase in the cost of rides might attract the attention of China’s anti-monopoly regulators. On Tuesday, the commerce ministry, one of China’s three antitrust regulators, made it clear it intends to scrutinise the deal, which will concentrate more than 90 per cent of the ride-hailing market in Didi’s hands.

“Mofcom has not currently received a merger filing related to the deal between Didi and Uber,” ministry spokesman Shen Danyang said in response to a reporter’s question. “All transactions must apply to the ministry in advance. Those that haven’t applied won’t be able to carry out a merger.”

It had been unclear previously whether such a filing would be required for the merger. Both Didi and Uber declined to comment on the ministry’s remarks.

Meanwhile, Didi strongly denied a report by news agency Sina.com, which quoted senior Didi vice-president Zhang Bei on a conference call with investors saying Uber and Didi apps would merge within a year. A recording of the conference call was deleted from the internet.

Instead, Didi insisted that both Didi and Uber apps would continue to operate independently.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How much Didi’s share did Uber and its Chinese investors take under the contract?

A. a quarter

B. one fifth

C. one third

D. more than half


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What did Uber’s users complain about on Weibo?

A. poor service

B. enterprise culture

C. higher prices

D. long loading time


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What had changed for Uber after the merger in China?

A. discounts and special promotions

B. pricing method

C. starting fare

D. wages and welfare


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who will be the biggest losers from the ending of subsidies in some cases according to the article?

A. users

B. drivers

C. Uber

D. anti-monopoly regulators


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. one fifth




解释：根据合并协议，优步及其中国投资者持有滴滴20%股权。





[2]

 答案 C. higher prices




解释：用户纷纷在网上抱怨，与以往相同的路程却费用更高。





[3]

 答案 A. discounts and special promotions




解释：优步车费以分钟数和公里数计价，合并后的车费似乎与前几个月一样。但变化是没有了折扣和特殊促销。分析人士表示，折扣明显取消并不令人意外，合并标志着这两个主宰中国新兴的打车行业的巨头结束了竞争。





[4]

 答案 B. drivers




解释：文章提到，合并后损失最大的很有可能是司机们。





麦当劳菜单配料大变样



为重塑自己在消费者中的地位、注重健康及天然食品配方，麦当劳周一更新了多项食品的配料。备受喜爱的麦乐鸡除了被停止使用防腐剂，还将弃用鸡皮、红花油和柠檬酸。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

artificial preservatives 人造防腐剂

McNuggets 麦乐鸡，麦香鸡块

high-fructose 高果糖['frʌktəʊz]

syrup 糖浆，果汁['sɪrəp]

cage-free 无笼；散养

spur 鼓舞，刺激[spɜː]

mainstream 主流['meɪnstriːm]

ingredients 材料；佐料[ɪn'griːdɪənts]

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照下方给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分17秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分31秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分30秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分52秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





McDonald’s overhauls its menu ingredients （528words）

By Lindsay Whipp in Chicago

-----------------------------------------------------

McDonald’s has eliminated controversial ingredients in about half of its menu in a move that highlights how pressure from US consumers is driving changes to the country’s food culture.

The $100bn fast-food chain said on Monday it had removed artificial preservatives from its Chicken McNuggets, sausage patties, omelettes, bagel and biscuit breakfast sandwiches and its scrambled eggs.

It has swapped high-fructose corn syrup in its buns for sucrose and has met a pledge a year early to remove antibiotics important to human medicine from chickens it uses, amid concerns that these pose health risks. It is also working towards a goal of using only cage-free eggs by 2025, a move it said about 100 companies were following.

Consumer demands for healthier food options, fewer artificial ingredients and more transparency in the food chain were until a few years ago met mostly by smaller innovative companies, which had to rely on a limited supply chain. However, spurred on by pressure from social media, those demands have been pushed into the mainstream, forcing McDonald’s and its rivals to make significant changes to the food they offer, and having a knock-on effect on companies such as Tyson in their supply chain.

McDonald’s has faced criticism for not moving fast enough given that smaller rivals such as Chick-fil-A had already made similar moves, including banishing the use of all antibiotics in its chickens.

But the sheer size of McDonald’s, with its 14,200 US restaurants, means that when it starts making such changes it has a far bigger impact on supply chains. After it introduced apple slices as a side dish in 2004, the group was soon purchasing 10 per cent of the domestic harvest.

McDonald’s said that while some of these changes create higher costs, it would not be passing them on to the consumer. It said it was able to offset those costs through savings in its purchases of other food commodities and by using financial hedging tools.

As farmers scale up to meet demands of a company as large as McDonald’s, and other companies make similar changes, prices are also expected to come down. Mike Andres, president of McDonald’s USA, said the changes to its supply chain had posed challenges but he was pleased with the progress.

“If you look at the food industry today, any time that you’re dealing with this many different suppliers, certainly from the farmers’ perspective, it’s going to be challenging,” he said.

Marion Gross, senior vice-president of supply chain management, added that planning and collaboration with suppliers were vital so it could be sure the infrastructure was in place to scale up changes to its ingredients.

The moves come at a time when restaurant chains are facing slowing sales and fierce competition from each other and from supermarkets. The inflation gap between eating at home and outside is at its widest in a decade, said Mr Andres. This has produced stiff competition in the form of promotions across restaurants. Grocers from Kroger to Walmart have been beefing up their offerings of fresh and organic produce, and making their deli counters more exciting as they too seek to benefit from consumers’ shift to fresher ingredients.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What was removed from McDonald’s Chicken McNuggets, sausage patties and omelettes?

A. artificial preservatives

B. margarine

C. margarine

D. industrial salt


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When is the deadline for the goal of using only cage-free eggs?

A. 2017

B. 2020

C. 2025

D. not mentioned


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why has McDonald’s faced criticism as mentioned?

A. moving slowly

B. negative news

C. too big impact on supply chains

D. tax evasion


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who will pay the higher costs because of the changes as McDonald’s said?

A. government

B. McDonald’s

C. consumers

D. suppliers


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. artificial preservatives




解释：麦当劳宣布在麦乐鸡和猪肉香肠饼、蛋卷式鸡蛋和炒蛋等早餐菜单中移除人工防腐剂。





[2]

 答案 C. 2025




解释：麦当劳正努力争取在2025年以前实现全部使用散养鸡蛋。





[3]

 答案 A. moving slowly




解释：作为全球最大的汉堡快餐连锁店，麦当劳此前因为对健康菜单行动不够迅速，不如竞争对手福来鸡（Chick-fil-A）而遭到外界批评。





[4]

 答案 B. McDonald’s




解释：麦当劳表示虽然部分改变提高了产品成本，但它不会将成本提高转嫁给消费者。该公司表示自己能够通过节省食品采购费用，以及运用金融避险工具来抵消成本增加。





我们需要穿着脏鞋的专家



一位英国前驻伊朗大使会查看使馆人员的鞋子脏不脏。“如果不脏的话，我就知道，他们没有走出使馆走访城里的民众。”——最好的专家穿着脏鞋

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Aftermath 后果；余波['ɑːftəmæθ]

embassy 大使馆['embəsɪ]

income inequality [劳经] 收入不平衡；所得不均

homogeneous 均匀的；同类的[,hɒmə(ʊ)'dʒiːnɪəs; -'dʒen-]

flinch 退缩；畏惧['flɪn(t)ʃ]

Bolsover 博尔索弗 (英国国会选区)

glean 收集；拾落穗[gliːn]

mortgage 抵押['mɔːgɪdʒ]

glitzy 闪光的；耀眼的['glɪtsɪ]

hedge fund 避险基金；对冲基金 避险基金|是指由金融期货、金融期权等金融衍生工具与金融组织结合后，以盈利为目的的金融基金。其最初目的为透过套期保值

阅读即将开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用时间，并对照下方给出的参考值来估算您的阅读速度。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分52秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分24秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分9秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分6秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





The Best Economist is One with Dirty Shoes （662words）

By Sarah O’Connor

-----------------------------------------------------

In the aftermath of the Iranian revolution in 1979, the UK foreign secretary commissioned a secret internal inquiry into why British diplomats had failed to predict it. One problem, the report found, was that the embassy in Tehran had little contact with people beyond the elites around the shah.

Subsequent generations of diplomats have taken this lesson to heart. They prize what they call “ground truth”: how things really feel out there; what people are really thinking. One former ambassador to Iran used to check whether his staff’s shoes were dirty. “If not, I knew they hadn’t been getting out of the embassy and meeting people in town.”

The economics profession could learn from this. Look through a few spreadsheets on the UK economy in recent years and you might wonder why people have not been dancing in the streets. Unemployment is 5 per cent, the lowest in 11 years. Participation in the labour market is near a record high. Income inequality, far from rising, has actually declined since the financial crisis. Yet 52 per cent of voters have just chosen to leave the EU.

That group is far from homogeneous and many were motivated by topics that have nothing to do with economics. It is clear, though, that some voters felt they had been left behind by the modern economy and had nothing to lose.

Andy Haldane, the Bank of England’s chief economist, described last month how he encountered this “ground truth” when he met a group of charities in Nottingham, a former industrial city in the Midlands. When he started talking about the economic recovery they stopped him short. They did not see any evidence: homelessness, food bank use, mental health problems were all going up. “The language of ‘recovery’ simply did not fit their facts,” Mr Haldane said. Some economists will flinch at the idea of taking “ground truth” too seriously. They will say — rightly — that anecdotal evidence is almost always unrepresentative and can lead to the wrong conclusions. But so can data if you rely on it too heavily. Combine the two and you can tease out where they differ. You can also find clues as to why.

A few months ago I went to Bolsover, a former mining town in Derbyshire whose economy looked fairly good on paper. Average wages were low but the proportion of people on jobless benefits had dropped below the UK average. Yet the man who ran the pub said he had made all his staff self-employed so he did not have to pay taxes or the minimum wage. The people in the church were giving sleeping bags to young men who had dropped off the benefits register and were living in disused garages. The women working in the shops said local retail jobs were part-time and the bus fare was too high to make it worth travelling to a full-time job elsewhere.

Statisticians do their best to capture these subtleties. But there is a limit to how much you can learn about the economy by staring at a spreadsheet in a London office. And the bits you miss might be the bits that matter.

Of course, there is “ground truth” to be gleaned from newspapers and other secondary sources, but there is no substitute for first-hand knowledge. Take Steve Eisman and his colleagues at the FrontPoint hedge fund. Michael Lewis, who wrote about them in The Big Short , described how they confirmed their hunch about the looming mortgage crisis in 2007 by flying to a glitzy subprime conference in Las Vegas. They chatted to the bankers, investors and rating agency guys who were making money from thin air. When they flew home, they doubled their bet against the US housing market.

Michael Gove, the pro-Brexit former government minister, was wrong when he said we have had enough of experts. As the UK navigates an uncertain future, we need experts more than ever. What we really need is experts with dirty shoes.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which country’s embassy is mentioned in the example about the revolution?

A. UK

B. Iran

C. Tehran

D. US


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the meaning of ‘ground truth’?

A. how things really feel out there

B. what people are really thinking

C. both A and B

D. neither A nor B


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the ‘ground truth’ in Nottingham?

A. Homelessness, food bank use, mental health problems were all going up

B. Unemployment is lowest in 11 years

C. Participation in the labour market is near a record high

D. Income inequality has declined since the financial crisis


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why the author said Michael Gove was wrong?

A. we have had enough of experts

B. we really need experts with dirty shoes

C. experts always like new shoes

D. there is no way to glean “ground truth” from newspapers


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. UK




解释：1979年伊朗革命爆发后，时任英国外交大臣委托进行了一项秘密的内部调查：为什么英国外交官未能预测这场革命。





[2]

 答案 C. both A and B




解释：后来的历代英国外交官都将这一教训牢记于心。他们高度重视所谓的“第一线真相”：外面的气氛究竟是怎样的；人们真正在想什么。





[3]

 答案 A. Homelessness, food bank use, mental health problems were all going up




解释：对于电子表格上显示的乐观数字，研究员们看不到任何证据：无家可归、食物赈济库(food bank)的利用、精神健康问题都在加重。





[4]

 答案 A. we have had enough of experts




解释：当支持退欧的前部长级官员迈克尔?戈夫(Michael Gove)称我们已经听够了专家的高见时，他错了。在英国把握一个不确定的未来之际，我们比以往任何时候都更需要专家。但我们真正需要的是接地气的专家。





如何与你的孩子谈钱？



在一些家长看来，这是比聊性更让人尴尬的话题。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

ponder 仔细考虑；衡量['pɒndə]

catch sb off guard 措手不及

outright 痛快地[aʊt'raɪt]

tension 使紧张；使拉紧['tenʃ(ə)n]

inheritance 继承；遗产[ɪn'herɪt(ə)ns]

resentment 愤恨，怨恨[rɪ'zentm(ə)nt]

beneficiary 受益人[benɪ'fɪʃ(ə)rɪ]

life expectancy 平均寿命

dialogue 对话；意见交换['daɪəlɒg]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 7分8秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 4分48秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 2分51秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 1分42秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Talking to your children about money（1020words）

By Jason Butler

-----------------------------------------------------

My eldest daughter recently caught me off guard with a tricky question. It wasn’t about sex, relationships or her future career, but about money. Or to be more precise, my money and how much of it I had.

Like all young people approaching university, her question was probably inspired mainly by her concern that I will be able to help support her financially during her degree. But I suspect it was also driven by curiosity. I pondered how best to answer her.

If I answered it outright, how would it affect her? Would she be more or less motivated to work hard at university? Would she be more or less careful about her spending? How would it affect her relationship with me? Would she tell her friends, inevitably ensuring that their parents knew my financial position? Would those parents be pleased, envious or sorry for me? Why should I care?

I could, of course, have chosen not to answer her. But I asked myself whether this might become a cause of tension, distrust or contention between us. It might make it easier — or harder — to involve her in my finances when she is older. Is my financial position any of my daughter’s business anyway?

Many people find it hard to talk about money. This is understandable, because we relate to money on an emotional, not rational, level. Because our money thoughts and feelings are influenced by our emotions, this can lead us to procrastinate or make poor decisions. For some people, money defines their feelings of self-worth, social status and sense of achievement. Others see money as a force for good, while others see it as a necessary evil. Money can be a source of pleasure or pain.

Depending on your level of wealth, discussing your financial situation with your teenage or young adult children can be fraught with difficulties. Most people want their children to be motivated to make their own way in the world and not to think they can sit back and rely on a future inheritance. Resentment can sometimes be caused when children see their parents spending their wealth on exotic holidays, expensive cars or other luxuries.

The next 30 years will see the largest ever transfer of wealth take place, with recent estimates suggesting that at least $16tr of global wealth will pass to the next generation. The majority of which will be transferred over the next 10-30 years. About $830bn of that wealth transfer will occur in the UK. The question is, will the next generation be prepared for it?

A key beneficiary of the wealth tsunami in the UK is likely to be the state. The Office for Budget Responsibility forecasts that receipts from inheritance tax in the UK will continue to rise, with nearly £21bn expected to be paid by estates between 2017-2021. The extent to which families can reduce their potential inheritance tax depends, to a large extent, on their personal values, priorities and ability to plan their finances on a family-wide basis.

Another key consideration is life expectancy. With rising life expectancy, many of us can expect to live into our 90s. This means that wealth transfer upon death is increasingly happening when the beneficiaries are in their 50s or 60s, unless wealth transfers have been made during lifetime. Most people are naturally unwilling to give away substantial amounts of their wealth in their lifetime, if they think they might need it to fund their own lifestyle needs.

Generation X — those born between the mid 1960s to the mid 1970s — can also find it difficult to discuss money with their parents. The baby boomer generation grew up after the second world war when rationing was still in place and most people had relatively modest living standards. Many people born before the war grew up during the depression of the 1930s, when times really were tough and waste was frowned upon. In both cases, people in their 60s, 70s and 80s have a very different view of money from their adult children and grandchildren.

One financial adviser firm I know runs regular wealth workshops for adult children of their clients, where they explain basic financial planning concepts and give a generic overview of the type of planning done by their parents and grandparents. This helps create awareness and understanding about family wealth without going into specifics, while also building a relationship between the advice firm and the younger generation, before any transfer of wealth arises.

Another way of developing a dialogue about family finances is to have regular structured family financial planning meetings. Many good financial advice firms are happy to provide this service either as part of their core planning service or for a modest additional fee. These meetings are an ideal forum to discuss things like the appointment and role of trustees, guardians, executors and attorneys.

At the very least it is a good idea to create a “What to do if we die or get seriously ill” document which summarises who the next generation should contact about various financial issues. Together with a statement setting out what assets you own, this should help your adult children or grandchildren make sense of your financial world, even if you haven’t discussed things beforehand.

Back to my daughter and her question about my net worth. I answered: “We have enough money to have a nice lifestyle; for me to choose what type of work I want to do; for us to fund your education and help you buy a house or start a business; for us to support various charities; and for your mother and I not to be a burden on you when we are old.”

My daughter replied: “I get it, Dad. What you are saying is you’ve opened the door for me but it’s up to me to walk through it, right?” I smiled to myself — that’s the answer I’d expect from someone studying the classics. She continued: “But one day I do want to know what you’re worth.”

One day she will. I’m just not sure if that will be while I’m alive or when I’m dead!

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which topic caught the author off guard from eldest daughter recently?

A. money

B. sex

C. relationships

D. future career


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Why do many people find it hard to talk about money?

A. they relate to money on an rational level

B. they relate to money on an emotional level

C. parents’ financial position is a secret

D. children always compare it with friends


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When the enormous wealth pass to the next generation, what is the question in the author’s view?

A. Would those parents be pleased?

B. How would it affect the relationship between the next generation and parents?

C. How would it affect the next children’s career?

D. Will the next generation be prepared for it?


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What can a financial adviser firm do as mentioned?

A. explain basic financial planning concepts

B. give a generic overview of the type of planning done

C. provide the service to have regular structured family financial planning meetings

D. all


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. money




解释：是关于是否应该在她攻取学位期间提供经济支持。





[2]

 答案 B. they relate to money on an emotional level




解释：这一点是可以理解的，因为我们常常把钱放在感性层面去认知。





[3]

 答案 D. Will the next generation be prepared for it?




解释：作者担心下一代是否准备好了接受上一辈的财富。





[4]

 答案 D. all




解释：金融理财咨询公司可以提供以上的服务。





英国脱欧对留学生的影响？



英国脱欧公投后，除了关于英国股市和欧洲金融中心的展望，对真正打算留学英国的学生们有什么影响呢？英国大学和科研机构研发经费中3%来自欧盟，且参与泛欧高校交流、培训计划，脱欧后这些将不复存在。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

embark 从事，着手[ɪm'bɑːk; em-]

cite 传讯；想起[saɪt] racist|种族主义者['reɪsɪst]

referendum 公民投票权[,refə'rendəm]

xenophobia 仇外[zenə'fəʊbɪə]

toughe 变坚韧；变顽固['tʌfn]

tolerance 宽容；容忍['tɒl(ə)r(ə)ns]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分38秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分9秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分15秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分47秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Foreign students turned off by Brexit （474words）

By Gonzalo Viña

-----------------------------------------------------

More than a third of international students say they are now less likely to study at a UK university following last month’s vote to leave the EU, a survey has found.

Of 1,014 students surveyed this month by Hobsons International, a careers advisory service, 30 per cent said they were less likely to study in the UK, while 6 per cent said they would definitely not study in the UK as a result of the vote.

Many UK universities have embarked on ambitious expansion plans that are reliant on high fees from overseas students, who typically pay twice as much as domestic students. Hobson’s said 83 per cent of respondents were from outside the EU.

Income from international students is forecast to reach £4.2bn in the next academic year and £4.6bn in 2017-18, and is the biggest source of revenue growth for universities, according to the Higher Education Funding Council for England.

Universities increased their spending on new buildings 43 per cent in the past six months compared with the previous year. Contracts have been awarded for £1.5bn of projects, five of which are worth more than £50m each. A further £2bn of contracts is planned between 2017 and 2020, according to Barbour ABI, the construction analysts.

Some students cited a less welcoming environment and a rise in racist attacks since the referendum. One respondent said: “I’ve heard there’s been a spike in racism and xenophobia within the UK and I don’t want to support that in any form.” Another said: “People have become so racist and with all the ongoing circumstances, I’d not feel safe there.”

Reported hate crimes rose 57 per cent in the weekend after the referendum, and the National Police Chiefs’ Council said last week that 6,293 such crimes had been reported to the police between mid-June and mid-July.

Jeremy Cooper, managing director of Hobsons in Europe, said: “Market conditions for international student recruitment look set to toughen and universities need to send a clear message that the UK welcomes international students, as well as providing practical guidance and support.”

Almost two-thirds of students surveyed felt it would become harder for them to obtain a visa, while almost half expected it would become more difficult to get a job in the UK after graduating.

Among those who said Brexit made it more likely that they would come to the UK to study, 43 per cent said it was because the fall in the value of the pound would make it cheaper.

Universities UK, which lobbies on behalf of the sector, said: “Our university system will continue to be attractive and open to students and partners in all corners of the world. University leaders will continue to highlight the importance of diversity, tolerance and internationalism and promoting the UK as the most welcoming destination for talented people from across the world.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What percentage of students would definitely not study in the UK as a result of the vote from the survey?

A. 6%

B. 30%

C. 43%

D. 83%


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How much is tuition for overseas students, if it is ￡9000 for domestic ones?

A. ￡9000

B. ￡12000

C. ￡18000

D. ￡90000


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What kind of crime report rose 57 per cent in the weekend after the referendum?

A. homophobia

B. family violence

C. economic crimes

D. hate crimes


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the reason of the students choose UK to study as mentioned?

A. easier to obtain a visa

B. university system will be opened

C. create more possibilities

D. the fall in the value of the pound


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. 6%




解释：Hobsons International本月对学生的调查显示，6%的受访者对于不在英国读书态度很坚决。





[2]

 答案 C. ￡18000




解释：对于留学生来说学费基本上是本地学生的两倍。





[3]

 答案 D. hate crimes




解释：仇恨犯罪报道在公投之后的周末上涨了57%。





[4]

 答案 D. the fall in the value of the pound




解释：原因在于英镑的价值可能降低，会从而使得留学的经济成本减少。





麦当劳的新菜单



在健康饮食当道的今天，快餐行业面临着消费者更加挑剔的眼光。这一次“麦叔叔”能否用菜单的新鲜感，打动消费者的钱包？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

net income 净收益；收益净额

resurgence 复活；再现[rɪ'sɜːdʒ(ə)ns]

phase 时期；相位[feɪz]

nimble 聪明的；敏感的['nɪmb(ə)l]

franchisee 特许经营人[,fræntʃaɪ'ziː]

out of the woods 脱离险境；脱离困境

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分36秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分34秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分38秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Menu change revives McDonald’s US sales （387 words）

By Lindsay Whipp in Chicago

-----------------------------------------------------

McDonald’s got a boost this week when @coleson, a 20-year-old YouTube celebrity with more than a million subscribers and nearly 35,000 Twitter followers, tweeted that “McDonald’s all-day breakfast was the best thing to ever happen”.

He has lots of company. The extension of the breakfast menu has powered a revival for the 61-year-old company. US comparable sales rose 5.4 per cent per cent in the first three months of 2016 — marking the third quarter in a row of improvements.

The company on Friday said net income for the quarter jumped 35 per cent to $1.1bn, even though worldwide sales fell 1 per cent to $5.9bn.

“I’m pleased to report that our turnround is taking hold,” said Steve Easterbrook, chief executive.

After years of watching McDonald’s lose ground to fast casual chains such as Panera and Shake Shack, investors have welcomed the resurgence, pushing up the share price to trade around all-time highs above $125.

Many analysts are enthusiastic about Mr Easterbrook, who won the top post last January after reigniting McDonald’s sales in the UK several years ago.

He has promised to revive sales at the world’s largest fast-food chain by simplifying the organisational structure and the menu. It is also using better-quality ingredients and trying to attract more young customers to its 36,000 restaurants.

“This one’s on him. Certainly things were in works before [he] arrived, but he brought a new sense of urgency, so I give him a lot of credit,” says RJ Hottovy, an analyst at Morningstar.

“The all-day breakfast has been a hit and the important thing is that they managed to bring this . . . from a test phase to market in six months, which shows it’s more nimble,” he added.

Under Mr Easterbrook, the menu improvements have been accompanied by plans to cut $500m in annual costs by 2017. The company is also finding franchisees to open new restaurants in Asia and take over 4,000 of the restaurants it owns. Bringing the ranks of company-owned restaurants down to 5 per cent will cut capital expenditure and operating costs, while pushing up royalty income.

But McDonald’s may not be out of the woods yet in its vital home market. Andy Barish, an analyst at Jefferies, says much of the sales improvement in the US has been driven by heavy spending on advertising.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the reason of McDonald’s boost this week?

A. celebrity’s promotion

B. online advertising on YouTube

C. simplifying the organisational structure

D. good performance in UK


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is their relationship between McDonald’s and Shake Shack?

A. cooperation

B. competition

C. supplier

D. the same parent company


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to revive sales from Mr. Easterbrook’s promise?

A. simplifying the organisational structure and the menu

B. using better-quality ingredients

C. attracting more young customers

D. all of them


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the reason about “McDonald’s may be still in trouble” from analyst Andy Barish? (last paragraph)

A. insignificant sales improvement

B. finding franchisees

C. take over restaurants it owns

D. heavy spending on advertising


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. celebrity’s promotion




解释：是因为以为网络红人（coleson）的评论，对于推广全天早餐的赞许。





[2]

 答案 B. competition




解释：由文章可以推断，快餐品牌Shake Shack是麦当劳的竞争对手。





[3]

 答案 D. all of them




解释：麦当劳首席执行官史蒂夫·伊斯特布鲁克承诺要重振销量。





[4]

 答案 D. heavy spending on advertising




解释：尽管销售额有所提升，但是在广告方面的投资也是一笔不小的开支。





全球身高排行榜



1914年，美国人和北欧人的身高为全球最高。100年后，他们被甩在后面。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

comprehensive 综合的；广泛的[kɒmprɪ'hensɪv]

Nordic 北欧人的；日耳曼民族的['nɔ:dik]

continental 大陆的[kɒntɪ'nent(ə)l]

susceptibility 敏感性；感情[sə,septɪ'bɪlɪtɪ]

prostate 前列腺的['prɒsteɪt] ovarian cancer|卵巢癌

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分2秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分23秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分25秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





The world is growing taller — but very unevenly （508 words）

By Clive Cookson in Manchester

-----------------------------------------------------

In 1914 Americans and Scandinavians were the tallest people in the world. A century later other north Europeans have left them behind, with Dutch men and Latvian women the global height champions in 2014.

Overall, the world has grown taller over the past 100 years as economic prosperity and better nutrition have spread. But that growth has been uneven, according to the first comprehensive study of human height released on Monday at the European Science Open Forum in Manchester, England.

In the tallest countries a century ago — the US, Canada and Nordic countries — there has been relatively little change. In fact, growth stopped in the US in the early 1970s and there has been a slight decline in height there since 2000, partly due to falling nutritional standards.

The fastest increases in average height have taken place in a belt stretching across continental Europe, the Middle East and the temperate parts of Asia. Iranian men are 16.5cm taller on average today than 100 years ago, while South Korean women are 20cm taller.

“Our study shows that the English-speaking world, especially the US, is falling behind other high-income nations in Europe and Asia-Pacific,” said Professor Majid Ezzati of Imperial College London, who led the research. It included measurements of 18.6m people at the age of 18 in 179 countries and was carried out by an international consortium of 800 scientists called NCD-RisC, in collaboration with the World Health Organisation, and is published by the online journal eLife.

Mary De Silva, head of population, environment and health at the Wellcome Trust which co-funded the research, said: “The most striking finding is that despite the huge increases in height seen in most countries, there is still a considerable gap between the shortest and tallest.”

Men in the Netherlands averaged 183cm (6ft 0in) in 2014 while their counterparts in East Timor, the world’s shortest, were 160cm (5ft 3in). Women were tallest in Latvia (170cm, 5ft 7in) and shortest in Guatemala (149cm, 4ft 11in).

Height is strongly influenced by nutritional and environmental factors, including maternal health before birth and diet during childhood, though genes play a role too. In general, taller people tend to suffer less disease and to live longer, though research shows that greater height may carry some health risks including more susceptibility to prostate and ovarian cancer.

Prof Ezzati said the height data highlighted global disparities in health, with the loss of height in some parts of sub-Saharan Africa causing particular concern. In Sierra Leone, Uganda and Rwanda, young adults are 5cm shorter on average today than they were 40 years ago — though still taller than 100 years ago.

Professor Elio Riboli, director of the school of public health at Imperial College London, said of the recent decline in height in the US, the first industrialised country to see a halt in growth: “Immigration is one hypothesis to explain this but quality and equality of nutrition is another. There was a time when the US was the land of plenty but nutrition there is becoming worse and more unequal.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which country’s men are the global height champions in 2014?

A. Latvia

B. America

C. Holland

D. Scandinavia


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many comprehensive study of human height is there now?

A. 0

B. 1

C. 2

D. 3


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which area is not mentioned to refer to the great changes that have taken place on average height?

A. continental Europe

B. Nordic countries

C. the Middle East

D. the temperate parts of Asia


[3]
 
 
答案



4.Who tend to suffer less disease and to live longer in general?

A. shorter people

B. fat people

C. thin people

D. taller people


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. Holland




解释：荷兰男子和拉脱维亚女子摘得2014年全球身高桂冠。





[2]

 答案 B. 1




解释：曼彻斯特欧洲科学开放论坛刚刚公布了首个全面人类身高调查。





[3]

 答案 B. Nordic countries




解释：在2014年身高最高国家中（美国、加拿大和北欧国家），身高变化相对较小。平均身高增长最快的是欧洲大陆、中东和亚洲温带国家。





[4]

 答案 D. taller people




解释：一般来说个子高的人比较少得病并且更加长寿，尽管这份报告指出达到一定高度会更容易罹患前列腺疾病和卵巢癌。





对于足球不差钱？



对于以投资地中海俱乐部(Club Med)和太阳马戏团(Cirque du Soleil)这些著名品牌为荣的复星来说，买入一支36年没有赢得重要奖项的中部二流球队有点出人意料。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

tycoon 巨头；巨富[taɪ'kuːn]

league 联盟；社团[liːg]

trophy 战利品；纪念品['trəʊfɪ]

Wolverhampton Wanderers 狼队 狼队|英格兰职业足球队 (位于英格兰西密德兰（中西部）伍尔弗汉普顿的职业足球队，成立于1877年，是足球联盟创始成员。狼队足球俱乐部是唯一曾在五个不同联赛组别获得冠军的球队。)

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分52秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分44秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分57秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分41秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





China’s Fosun to pay £45m for Wolverhampton Wanderers（410 words）

By Tom Mitchell in Beijing

-----------------------------------------------------

Chinese tycoon Guo Guangchang has promised to take Wolverhampton Wanderers back into the Premier League and “stay there” after his Fosun Group agreed to pay £45m for the second-tier football club.

“Our goal is crystal clear,” said Jeff Shi, the Fosun executive leading the deal. “We will do our very best to help take Wolves back to the Premier League as soon as possible.

“We believe the club and the fans belong at the top of English football and getting there is our first priority,” he added.

Mr Guo, sometimes referred to as China’s Warren Buffett, joins the growing list of Chinese businessmen betting on European football clubs.

The Fosun chairman is the second Chinese tycoon to invest in a Championship club, after the relatively unknown Tony Xia agreed to buy Aston Villa in May.

China is represented in the top flight of English football by CMC Capital partners, a media investment group led by Li Ruigang that paid $400m for a 13 per cent stake in Manchester City.

Mr Guo is a close friend of Alibaba founder Jack Ma, who bought into China’s top club two years ago and is regularly cited as a potential buyer of top-flight European sides.

In June, retail group Suning agreed to pay €270m for a 70 per cent stake in Inter Milan. Last year Wang Jianlin, China’s richest man, paid more than $50m for a stake in Spain’s Atlético Madrid.

The football-related acquisitions are part of a larger buying spree by Chinese companies, which spent more than $100bn on overseas deals in the first quarter of this year. That was more than they spent in all of 2015, itself a record.

Like Mr Buffett of the US, Mr Guo has used insurance group cash flows to fund a variety of acquisitions. But a second-tier Midlands club that has not won a trophy in 36 years represents something of a departure for Fosun, which boasts a number of glamorous brands such as Club Med and Cirque du Soleil.

Fosun’s chairman was at the centre of a media firestorm in December when he disappeared for several days to help in a police investigation that did not concern his company. People familiar with the situation say Mr Guo was asked to clarify his dealings many years earlier with a former Shanghai vice-mayor who is at the centre of a corruption probe.

Mr Guo was later released and has not been charged with any wrongdoing.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How to evaluate the Wolverhampton Wanderers according to the first paragraph?

A. second-class

B. the top club

C. small-time

D. hard to define


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is Fosun Group’s first priority about Wolves as Jeff Shi said?

A. to gain more profits

B. to reach the top of English football

C. to have higher exposure

D. shine up to the leadership


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many people in China to invest in a Championship League club by now?

A. 1

B. 2

C. 3

D. 5


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the similarity between Guo Guangchang and Buffett as mentioned?

A. keen on football

B. as a controversial figure

C. job-based pay

D. acquisition’s cash resoruce


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. second-class




解释：第一段原文表述是二流足球俱乐部（second-tier football club）。





[2]

 答案 B. to reach the top of English football




解释：交易主管Jeff表示“我们相信英国足球的最高水平是该球队及其球迷的归宿，达到这一水平是我们的首要目标。”





[3]

 答案 B. 2




解释：复星董事长是第二位投资英冠(Championship League)球队的中国富豪。此前在今年5月，相对不那么知名的富豪夏建统(Tony Xia)，曾同意买入阿斯顿维拉球队(Aston Villa)。





[4]

 答案 D. acquisition’s cash resoruce




解释：二者都动用了其保险集团的现金流，为各种并购交易提供资金。





Imax中国借力小“妖怪”



尽管国内还不能玩到这一风靡的游戏，但万达集团的子公司已赢得相关权利，制作一部基于《口袋妖怪》角色“皮卡丘”的大电影。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

subsidiary 子公司[səb'sɪdɪərɪ]

film distribution 影片发行

blockbuster 大片；一鸣惊人者['blɒkbʌstə]

segment 分割['segm(ə)nt]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分47秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分7秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 0分31秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分31秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Imax China: monster screens（319 words）

-----------------------------------------------------

Gotta catch ’em all. Imax China, the Hong Kong-listed subsidiary of the US cinema technology group, is the latest company caught up in the hype about Pokémon Go. On Wednesday Legendary Entertainment, a subsidiary of Wanda Group, reportedly won the rights to make a feature film based on Pokémon character Pikachu. Shares in Imax China — for whom Wanda is a big customer — rose as much as one-tenth and closed up 4 per cent.

There was much more to the rise, however, than a monster craze. Also on Thursday, Imax China announced its first set of interim results since listing in September. This registered a turnround to net profit after losses in the prior first half, on revenues that are up a quarter. The figures suggest more upside lies ahead.

Superficially, the numbers were not encouraging. Imax China makes money by selling and maintaining screens, film distribution and revenue-sharing. Box office revenues rose a mere 3 per cent, within which the take per screen fell nearly one-quarter. But much of that decline was due to a tough comparison base: Fast and Furious 7 screened in the first half of 2015. Encouragingly for the full year, the box office for June 2016 was up more than a half as blockbusters including Warcraft were released.

Screen sales also sent a mixed signal. Orders for 79 new theatre systems in the first half exceeded the prior year’s total. The company revised its forecast for full-year screen installations from 100 to 115. Yet the segment was a drag, with two system upgrades depressing margins. It is the third category that looks most promising, however. An increasing proportion of the company’s installed theatres operate under revenue-sharing agreements, which cover maintenance and film distribution and enjoy higher margins. Those segments will expand with the growing network.

Pikachu’s advent to the large screen may be exciting. Next to Imax China’s strong outlook, it is merely a sideshow.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where did Imax China come to market?

A. HK

B. UK

C. US

D. Beijing


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How is Imax China’s financial status in the prior first half?

A. loss of net profits

B. turnround to net profit after losses

C. profits began to spiral up

D. not mentioned


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not mentioned as the company’s source of income?

A. selling and maintaining screens

B. patent royalty of Imax

C. film distribution

D. revenue-sharing


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is author's attitude towards Imax China?

A. hesitating

B. anxious

C. resentful

D. looking good


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. HK




解释：这家公司在香港上市。





[2]

 答案 B. turnround to net profit after losses




解释：文章提到继上半年出现亏损后，净利润在营收增长四分之一基础上实现扭亏为盈。故上半年是亏损状态。





[3]

 答案 D. revenue-sharing




解释：Imax中国的盈利来自出售和维护大银幕、电影发行和收入分成。





[4]

 答案 D. looking good




解释：文章最后一段再次强调：皮卡丘登上大银幕也许令人兴奋。但比起Imax中国的强劲前景，这只是一个小插曲。





律师行业将被颠覆？



律师事务所纷纷投资人工智能领域，传统上由初级律师承担的枯燥工作正在逐渐自动化。法律行业可能即将迎来“优步化”，成为被技术颠覆的下一个目标。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

mundane 平凡的；世界的['mʌndeɪn; mʌn'deɪn]

clause 条款；[计] 子句[klɔːz]

paralegal 律师的专职助手[pærə'liːg(ə)l]

churn 搅拌；搅动[tʃɜːn]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分42秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分45秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分41秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分56秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Legal firms unleash office automatons（564 words）

By Jane Croft

-----------------------------------------------------

Linklaters and Pinsent Masons have become the latest law firms to invest in artificial intelligence, as the legal profession tries to automate the mundane tasks that have traditionally been the preserve of junior lawyers.

Linklaters has developed Verifi, a computer program that can sift through 14 UK and European regulatory registers to check client names for banks. The company said it could process thousands of names overnight.

Edward Chan, banking partner at Linklaters, said: “Previously it would have taken a trained junior lawyer an average of 12 minutes to search a single customer name.

“AI is an indispensible tool for coping with the ever-growing amounts of data which lawyers have to handle in running complex matters. Our lawyers are not engineers or data scientists. Good solid legal skills remain what we look for in our lawyers.”

Pinsent Masons has developed a program that reads and analyses clauses in loan agreements. Its TermFrame system also helps guide lawyers through transactions and point them towards the correct precedents at each stage of a process.

Another law firm, Dentons, has set up NextLaw Labs, a virtual company which looks at the application of technology with the law. It has invested in ROSS, an IBM Watson-powered legal adviser app that streamlines legal research, saving lawyers’ time and clients’ money. ROSS is currently being pilot-tested at Dentons and approximately 20 other law firms.

Hodge, Jones & Allen, a law firm, has worked with academics from University College London to create software that assesses the merits of personal injury cases.

Professor Richard Susskind, a technology adviser to the Lord Chief Justice, has predicted radical change in the legal sector, pointing out that intelligent search systems could now outperform junior lawyers and paralegals in reviewing large sets of documents and selecting the most relevant.

He told a legal conference last month that the legal profession had five years to reinvent itself from being legal advisers to legal technologists and criticised law schools for “churning out 20th-century lawyers”.

A recent study by Deloitte suggested that technology has already contributed to a reduction of about 31,000 jobs in the legal sector, including roles such as legal secretaries and a further 39 per cent of jobs were at “high risk” of being made redundant by machines in the next two decades.

There has been speculation that law is ripe for “Uberisation”, becoming the next target of technological disruption.

One smaller firm, Riverview Law, has partnered with the computer science department at Liverpool University to work on artifical intelligence products.

Riverview is setting-up a separate technology business to exploit its software and the intellectual property that it has and is creating. It has launched a virtual assistant Kim designed to help legal teams make quicker and better decisions.

Karl Chapman, chief executive of Riverview, said Kim has three varying levels of complexity including one level where a lawyer can ask it to suggest the best order to renegotiate a series of corporate contracts.

Many believe that AI will simply automate more routine parts of legal work so that lawyers focus on more complex, high value areas of client work.

“I would liken it to mathematicians calculating sums on slide rulers before computers. Computers didn’t do away with mathematicians who are probably more highly valued now than they were before,” said Orlando Conetta, a computer scientist and head of research and development at Pinsents.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the Verifi belong to Linklaters?

A. a client’s name

B. a subsidiary company

C. computer program

D. a robot


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How long does it take to search a single customer name for a trained junior lawyer generally?

A. 12 minutes

B. 14 minutes

C. 31 minutes

D. an hour


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What has already contributed to a reduction of about 31,000 jobs in the legal sector according to Deloitte?

A. technology

B. paralegals

C. law schools

D. clients


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the meaning of ‘Uberisation’ among legal firms?

A. build relationship with clients by app

B. globalization

C. capitalization

D. impressed by technology deeply


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. computer program




解释：年利达律师事务所开发了电脑程序Verifi，可以筛查14家英国及欧洲监管登记机构的材料，为银行核查客户姓名。





[2]

 答案 A. 12 minutes




解释：年利达银行业合伙人Edward Chan说：“以前，受过训练的初级律师检索一位客户的姓名平均需要12分钟。”





[3]

 答案 A. technology




解释：德勤(Deloitte)最近的一项研究表明，技术进步已导致法律业减少了约3.1万个工作岗位。





[4]

 答案 D. impressed by technology deeply




解释：有人推断，法律行业将迎来“优步化”(Uberisation)，成为被技术颠覆的下一个目标。





谁才是肥胖的元凶？



工业革命以来，肥胖一直是困扰西方社会的超级麻烦之一，造成人们肥胖问题的罪魁祸首究竟是糖还是脂肪？有效减重的关键方法是什么？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

culprit 罪犯；被控犯罪的人['kʌlprɪt]

epidemiology 流行病学；传染病学[,epɪdiːmɪ'ɒlədʒɪ]

micronutrient [生化] 微量营养素[maɪkrə(ʊ)'njuːtrɪənt]

combat 反对；与…战斗['kɒmbæt; 'kʌm-]

see-saw 跷跷板；摇摆不定的['si:sɔ:]

detract 转移，使分心[dɪ'trækt]

vindicate 证明…无辜['vɪndɪkeɪt]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分57秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分20秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分22秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Focusing only on sugar is not answer to obesity say scientists（500 words）

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu, Comsumer Industries Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

Sugar is being targeted by governments the world over in the fight against expanding waistlines but, according to research published today, it is not the real culprit.

Scientists from the University of Glasgow said that fat was responsible for a bigger contribution to weight gain in obese people than sugar.

The research, published on Wednesday in the International Journal of Epidemiology, found that: “obesity is associated with higher sugar intake but the association is less strong than with other micronutrients, especially fat”.

Jill Pell, director of Glasgow’s University’s Institute of Health and Wellbeing, and co-lead author of the report, said this finding had public policy implications.

“If focusing attention on sugar results in people compensating by eating more crisps, then we will fail to combat obesity,” she said. “The critical message is that people need to reduce their overall calories.”

She said there was a “sugar-fat see-saw” — when overweight people ate less of one type of food, they tended to overcompensate by eating another type. Unless governments made clear that to lose weight people needed to eat less overall, then targeting sugar would not work as a strategy to combat obesity, according to the paper.

“Focusing public health interventions and messages on sugar may detract from the need to reduce overall energy consumption and could, paradoxically, increase fat consumption,” it concluded.

The research examined data from 132,479 people who had taken part in the UK Biobank, which tracks the health, lifestyle and genes of 500,000 Britons.

People who are overweight eat more fat in their diet compared with those of normal weight, according to the paper, which found that they consumed 15 per cent more fat than people of normal weight but only 5 per cent more sugar.

Dr Jason Gill, co-lead author at Glasgow’s Institute of Cardiovascular and Medical Sciences, said: “People who are overweight and obese consume more calories than those who are normal weight. But they consume a smaller proportion of these calories from sugar and a larger proportion from fat. Thus it is important not to simply focus on reducing sugar intake; we need to emphasise reductions in fat intake as well.”

The research is likely to be seized on by the sugar industry as vindicating its arguments that with nine calories per gramme against four for sugar, fat is a bigger contributor to the obesity crisis than sugar.

It will also be welcomed by UK soft drinks manufacturers which are due to have a sugar tax slapped on them in 2018.

George Osborne, chancellor, announced the £520m tax in March, which he said was aimed at tackling childhood obesity. The British Soft Drinks Association, the industry body, said it had been the victim of a “misguided campaign on sugar”.

The Food and Drink Association, representing large manufacturers, last week called on the government to postpone the tax, arguing that it would increase the regulatory burden on companies at a time of heightened economic risk following the UK referendum decision to leave the EU.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one of the following was responsible for a bigger contribution to weight gain in obese people from the research?

A. sugar

B. oil

C. fat

D. salt


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the consequence of focusing attention on sugar as Jill Pell thought?

A. eating more crisps

B. reduce overall calories

C. eating less crisps

D. extra weight gain


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What can not be tracked if someone in the UK Biobank?

A. hobby

B. health

C. lifestyle

D. genes


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the reason of sugar tax from George Osborne in March as mentioned?

A. to increase government revenues

B. to ease the gap between rich and poor

C. to take strong measures against beverage manufacturers

D. to tackle childhood obesity


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. fat




解释：根据现在的研究，脂肪更容易使体重增加。





[2]

 答案 A. eating more crisps




解释：Jill表示只将注意力放在糖上回让人吃更多的薯片作为补偿，而关键的做法应该是减少整体的热量。





[3]

 答案 A. hobby




解释：生物样本库中包括500,000英国人的健康情况、生活方式和基因信息。





[4]

 答案 D. to tackle childhood obesity




解释：是为了解决儿童的肥胖问题。





绝对爱玩的中国人



随着中国千禧一代跃升入中产阶层，到2025年，中国游客境外支出规模将超过德英法三国的国际旅游者总和。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

swell 膨胀；肿胀；隆起[swel]

materialize 物质化；突然出现[mə'tiəriəlaiz]

fillip 刺激；弹指['fɪlɪp]

cohort 步兵大队；支持者['kəʊhɔːt]

itinerary 路线；旅行日程[aɪ'tɪn(ə)(rə)rɪ; ɪ-] dine|进餐，用餐[daɪn]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分17秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分31秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分30秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分52秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Chinese tourist spending heads sky-high （528 words）

By James Kynge

-----------------------------------------------------

Chinese international travellers, swelled by a wave of individualistic millennials joining the middle class, are likely to be spending more on their trips overseas by 2025 than their counterparts from Germany, the UK and France combined, a report has found.

The rise to such dominance over the international travel market will expand revenues from Chinese travellers in 2025 to a total of $255.4bn, up 86 per cent from $137bn last year, according to research by Oxford Economics, a consultancy, and Visa, the payments company.

If such projections materialise, China’s outbound travel market will be almost twice as large in 2025 as that of the US, which is likely to generate $134bn in traveller spending in 2025, up from an actual $101bn last year, according to the report.

Wayne Best, chief economist at Visa Inc, said that the ease of overseas travel will receive a fillip from some 340 new airports that are expected to be built over the next decade. Similarly, internet connectivity makes it easier for potential travellers to book their itineraries and check out what attractions look like before they commit to the expense. An ageing global population will also see more silver-haired travellers hitting the road.

“Travelling internationally will become more common and attainable in the future thanks to changing demographics, combined with technology advances that make travelling abroad easier and less expensive,” Mr Best said.

The report used Visa’s payments data and blended that with Oxford Economics’ macro projections to estimate 2025 spending patterns. It based its study on households that earn at least $20,000 per year, a cohort it sees as expanding to embrace half of global households — 945m — by 2025 as the middle class in China, Brazil, Russia and other emerging markets swells.

Of these 945m households, some 282m will undertake at least one trip a year in 2025, driving total spending to $1.5tn, up 35 per cent from last year. The study did not include spending on air tickets in its calculations, making the estimates lower than from some other sources.

The World Travel and Tourism Council, for instance, estimates that $215bn was spent by Chinese travellers abroad last year, a 53 per cent jump from a year earlier — considerably higher than the $137bn estimate by Visa and Oxford Economics.

As Chinese travellers intensify their dominance, so the tourism marketplace will come to further reflect their preferences. FT Confidential Research (FTCR), a unit of the Financial Times, found in a survey of preferences this year that more travellers increasingly sought individualised itineraries rather than simply traipsing from tourist trap to tourist trap.

“Our clients go to the opera in Italy, watch the Northern Lights in Scandinavia and dine at Michelin-starred restaurants in Paris,” Wang Yang, chief operating officer of Zanadu, an online travel agency specialising in overseas travel, was quoted by FTCR as saying.

Similarly, Chinese travellers — long famous for high-octane shopping sprees while abroad — are putting much more emphasis on buying experiences rather than goods, according to a survey of more than 1,000 tourists by FTCR. The new breed of traveller is spending more on dining out, a comfortable hotel and high-quality relaxation, the survey found.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How many times will the America’s outbound travel market be as large as that of China in 2025 according to prediction?

A. a quarter

B. a half

C. twice

D. triple


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When is the deadline of the projects of 340 new airports by Wayne Best?

A. 2017

B. 2026

C. 2036

D. 2046


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the reason of lower predicted estimates in 2015, comparing with some other sources?

A. lack of spending on air tickets

B. lack of enough time

C. only used Visa’s payments data

D. just be ready for any eventuality


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What Chinese travelers prefer now while abroad by FTCR as saying?

A. buying experiences

B. goods

C. low price

D. popular trends


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. a half




解释：根据这份报告，到2025年中国的出境游市场规模将是美国的近两倍，所以美国是中国的一半。





[2]

 答案 B. 2026




解释：Visa Inc的首席经济学家韦恩?贝斯特(Wayne Best)表示，下一个十年即2026年之前，预计将修建的大约340个新机场将使境外旅行变得更加便利。





[3]

 答案 A. lack of spending on air tickets




解释：该研究没有将机票支出计算在内，这使其估值低于其他来源。





[4]

 答案 A. buying experiences




解释：根据FT投资参考对逾1000名旅游者进行的调查，长期以来一直以在境外疯狂购物而出名的中国旅游者如今更加注重购买体验、而非产品。





垃圾食品广告的影响有多大



外酥里嫩的鸡翅薯条、咬下去肉汁四溢的汉堡肉排、抱着膨化食品坐在家里当“沙发土豆”仿佛就拥有了整个世界！这些令人垂涎欲滴的垃圾食品广告魅力到底有多大，让肥胖的人“欲罢不能”、也让政府和健康组织愁容满面。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

curb 抑制；路边；勒马绳[kɜːb]

long-awaited 被期待已久的['lɔŋə,wetɪd]

exposure 曝光；揭露[ɪk'spəʊʒə; ek-]

draft document 草案

demographic 人口统计学的[,demə'græfɪk]

mandatory 强制的['mændət(ə)rɪ]

successor 继承者[sək'sesə]

parliamentary 国会的；议会制度的

hydrogenated vegetable oils 氢化植物油

cardiovascular 心血管的[,kɑːdɪəʊ'væskjʊlə]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分49秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分49秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分43秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分57秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





UK wants to ban junk food adverts during prime-time shows（573 words）

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu and Sarah Neville

-----------------------------------------------------

Strict curbs on junk food advertisements during popular British TV shows, such as The X Factor, and measures to limit promotions of unhealthy snacks are likely to be included in a long-awaited government white paper on child obesity.

A draft of the document, seen by the FT, suggests that the government has taken aim at television advertising around Saturday night shows.

These escape the usual restrictions on advertising during children’s programmes because, as family programmes, children are not their sole audience.

The government will “put in place additional targeted and proportionate measures to further reduce families’ exposure to adverts for unhealthy food”, according to the draft document.

It said: “This will mean that fewer of the shows watched by many of our children — including some popular Saturday night entertainment — will contain adverts for unhealthy foods.”

One option under consideration is an adjustment to the audience index, the method used to determine whether a programme appeals disproportionately to a particular demographic group, in this case children.

Other measures include asking retailers to stop promotions that involve unhealthy food and asking food producers to cut the amount of sugar in their products by at least 20 per cent by 2020 — but these measures would not be mandatory.

Tackling the growing problem of childhood obesity was a priority area for David Cameron, former prime minister. The government decided in the March Budget to levy a sugar tax on carbonated drinks in 2018.

His successor, Theresa May has made few, if any, public pronouncements on health and the status of the new white paper, while signed off by Mr Cameron, is unclear. The wait for the document to reach the top of her in-tray could push back publication from next week to beyond the end of the parliamentary session.

The government also proposes to follow the US in legislating against the use of harmful trans fats — such as hydrogenated vegetable oils — in England from the end of 2017. Manufacturers have already been cutting their use of trans fats, which are now estimated to account for less than 1 per cent of daily food energy. Action on Sugar, the lobby group headed by Graham MacGregor, professor of cardiovascular medicine at Queen Mary University, criticised the proposed initiatives as “pathetic” for failing to set mandatory sugar reduction targets. Voluntary measures tended to be eroded by the food industry, it said.

Prof McGregor called on Theresa May in her new capacity as prime minister to review the strategy and make it more “robust”. He said: “It is a huge opportunity following Brexit for the British food industry, which has led the world in reducing salt, to lead also the world in preventing obesity and type 2 diabetes.”

Tim Rycroft, corporate affairs director at the Food and Drink Federation, the industry group, said: “I would be heartened if there were a commitment to work in partnership with the industry. The idea of an industry-wide sugar reduction target doesn’t make sense because different food categories have to proceed at a different pace.”

The Food and Drink Federation called on the government last week to put on hold the sugar tax on carbonated drinks, scheduled for 2018, because of the Brexit vote. “At a time when business and consumer confidence is fragile, the government has to be careful not to impose additional burdens on business,” said Mr Rycroft.

There are currently 1.6m obese children, equivalent to one in five of those aged 12.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which day’s night shows have been the target according to a draft of the document?

A. Friday

B. Sunday

C. Saturday

D. Monday


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of condiment was asked to cut the amount by 2020?

A. oil

B. salt

C. sugar

D. axunge


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What should be avoided in legislating by US government?

A. trans fats

B. animal fat

C. sugar

D. protein


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How many children might be obese among ten 12-year-old boys?

A. 2

B. 4

C. 6

D. 8


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. Saturday




解释：根据FT看到的文件显示，周六晚间的电视节目成为这次禁令的目标。





[2]

 答案 C. sugar




解释：食品制造商被要求在2020年以前减少百分之20以上的用糖量，不过这个措施并不是强制的。





[3]

 答案 A. trans fats




解释：现代认为人造的反式脂肪酸是比饱和脂肪酸更不健康的脂肪酸，美国加工食品内的反式脂肪已经几乎消失（因为法令规定一定要诚实标示、而公众也知道反式脂肪比饱和脂肪危险许多），并即将正式全面禁用部分氢化植物油，而也有多起因反式脂肪而引起的法律诉讼正在进行。





[4]

 答案 A. 2




解释：文章最后一段，估测在12岁的孩子中五分之一有过胖的问题。





法定定期看父母？



中国人口老龄化问题凸显，政府将规定子女必须定期看望父母写入法律

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

desperate 绝望的[ˈdespərət]

miscreants 恶棍[ ˈmɪskriənt ]

depress 压低[dɪˈpres]

meddle 干涉[ˈmedl]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 5分57秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 3分0秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 2分34秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分15秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





China’s children are legally bound to respect their elders（752 words）

By Patti Waldmeir – Shanghai Notebook

-----------------------------------------------------

The older China becomes, the more desperate the Chinese Communist party is about its silver problem.

Earlier this month, a mandarin in Shanghai threatened local residents who neglect their elderly parents with being put on a credit blacklist, being refused a bank account or loans — and even with losing their library cards. Hit them where it hurts: in the pocket that holds the library privileges.

It must be such fun being a government official in China: apparently nothing is off limits. Imagine if Donald Trump could say: Muslims can’t get bank loans. Or Hispanics can’t get Visa cards. Or “bimbos” can’t borrow library books.

Last week a certain Luo Peixin, deputy director of the Legal Affairs Office of the Shanghai Municipal People’s Government, took it upon himself to remind Shanghainese that they can face all these restrictions under the law if they don’t visit their old parents regularly. That puts them in the same category as hit-and-run drivers, or those jumping subway ticket barriers, according to the official China Daily newspaper, which said all such miscreants could find themselves on the credit blacklist, along with the unfilial.

More and more Chinese elders now live separately from their grown children, and a national law passed in 2013 decrees that Chinese offspring who don’t visit elderly parents regularly can be sued. Silvers can go to court to force them to be attentive, and if they win, the court can enforce the judgment by hitting them in the library card, etc. As of May 1, nursing homes in Shanghai will have a legal right to call the kids up and shout at them if they don’t visit often enough.

I turned 60 myself this year, so I’m looking into how this law affects foreigners: maybe I can use it to force my two Chinese teenaged children to turn up for family dinners, or respond politely when spoken to (or at all). I’ll tell them they’ll never be able to get a mortgage if they don’t.

Filial piety laws are serious business, though: China has a massive elder overhang, because of the same one-child policy that helped depress population growth for years and allow the economy to grow so fast. The state can’t afford to look after all those elders so it has to use moral suasion (backed by credit score threats) to force grown children to help. Shanghai has a particular problem: last year, says China Daily, it became the first city in China to pass the crippling 30 per cent mark for population aged over 60. That’s nearly twice the 15.5 per cent for over 60 population nationally in 2014, the last year for which national figures are available.

But as we all know, money can’t buy you love and, apparently, neither can filial piety lawsuits. In the three years since the new law requiring grown children to visit elderly parents was passed, very few elders have sued successfully under it. Last February, the official Xinhua news agency reported that a 90-year-old mother had sued her six children, all in their 50s and 60s, asking the court to force them to pay her nursing home fees and visit weekly. Up to then, the report said, her three sons visited occasionally, her daughters less, and eventually no one showed up for months. The “kids” all said they were busy. A court mediator arranged a deal where the six would visit Mum once a week by turns. Xinhua hasn’t reported how that’s working out.

The state is even meddling more and more when children try to pay their respects to elders who have already passed over. A report in state media over the recent “tomb-sweeping” holiday in early April, said local government officials in Beijing had confiscated 200kg of “bank notes for the afterlife”: fake paper money traditionally burnt at the graveside to wish the ancestors prosperity in the next world. It seems it is illegal to print anything that looks like a renminbi note, even if it’s just for burning (which is frowned on environmentally, anyway). The safest thing might be the new fad in “tree” burials: placing a loved one’s ashes in a biodegradable urn under a tree, where they can become one with the soil, without taking up cemetery space.

Those who plan to pay for the funeral with a credit card will want to visit ailing family elders often, to make sure they keep that credit line. Remember: only the filial inherit the good credit rating (not to mention granny’s library card).

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When did the law decrees that Chinese offspring who don’t visit elderly parents regularly can be sued pass？

A. 1992

B. 1998

C. 2013

D. 2015


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the punishment to those who don’t visit their parents regularly？

A. They will not be able to get a mortgage

B. They will be fined

C. They will be put in prison

D. They will be restricted to go abroad


[2]
 
 
答案



3. According to China Daily, which per cent is the population aged over 60 in Shanghai？

A. 12

B. 18

C. 25

D. 30


[3]
 
 
答案



4. According to official Xinhua news agency，what did a 90-year-old mother ask for？

A. Ask government to pay her pension

B. Ask department related to provide her a apartment

C. Ask hospital to treat her free of charge

D. Asking the court to force her child to pay her nursing home fees and visit weekly


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. 2013




解释：2013年，规定子女不定时看望父母会被起诉的法律得以通过。





[2]

 答案 A. They will not be able to get a mortgage




解释：不定期回家看望父母的人会失去在银行的信用，而影响他们贷款的申请。





[3]

 答案 D. 30




解释：上海年龄超过60岁的上海人占总人口的30%，成为全国第一个达到该比例的城市。





[4]

 答案 D. Asking the court to force her child to pay her nursing home fees and visit weekly




解释：这位90岁的老人请求法院强制她的几个孩子每周去看望她并付养老费。





小妖怪的冬天



任天堂近日上线的增强现实手游《口袋妖怪》备受追捧，然而在一定程度上受到日元兑美元汇率的打击。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

franchise 特许权[ˈfræntʃaɪz]

complaint 抱怨[kəmˈpleɪnt]

litter 杂物[ˈlɪtə(r)]

accommodate 容纳[əˈkɒmədeɪt]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分47秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分7秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 0分31秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分31秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Nintendo: monster winner（319 words）

-----------------------------------------------------

Approach with caution: a Krabby may be lurking nearby. On Friday the latest app from Nintendo, Pokémon Go, rose to the top of the free app download charts in the US and Australia within 24 hours of launch. In the game, players interact with their real-life surroundings, finding, capturing and training monsters from the Pokémon franchise (such as a Krabby).

Better yet for earnings, the game also led the chart for top grossing apps in the US; although free to download, players can buy items in-game. Macquarie estimates that holding the top spot for a year would add one-tenth to net profit forecasts for the financial year ending in March 2017.

As with Nintendo’s first smartphone app, Miitomo , Pokémon Go is a reminder of the gamemaker’s ability to attract the consumer. Still, it has to keep them; Miitomo’s popularity has faded since the initial excitement.

Meanwhile, Pokémon Go has proven so popular that there is insufficient server capacity to accommodate the demand: player complaints about server crashes litter the internet. Preparations will have to be better should the company finally launch smartphone games based on Super Mario or Donkey Kong — for which many fans have been waiting.

There is clearly much potential to enhance earnings by monetising more popular characters. Still, currency movements may curb some optimism for this overseas earner. Nintendo’s guidance for a doubling in earnings per share in the coming year is based on a yen averaging 105 per dollar. The reality could be worse. A similar profit estimate from Nomura is based on a yen rate of 108; strengthening that to 101 cuts earnings by nearly one-third.

After rising one-tenth on Friday, Nintendo’s stock is up nearly two-fifths against a falling Topix benchmark. To justify further outperformance, Pokémon Go will need to hold its spot. And, when they finally come to mobile, Nintendo’s best loved characters will have to work that little bit harder.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Pokémon Go is the app made from which company？

A. EA

B. KONAMI

C. Nintendo

D. SCE


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How much does Macquarie estimate that holding the top spot for a year would add to net profit？

A. one-tenth

B. one-third

C. half

D. a quarter


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What do players complaint about Pokémon Go？

A. it is old-fashioned

B. server crashes

C. it charges too much

D. not interesting


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is Nintendo’s guidance for a doubling in earnings per share in the coming year is based on？

A. A yen averaging 108 per dollar

B. A yen averaging 102 per dollar

C. A yen averaging 120 per dollar

D. A yen averaging 105 per dollar


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. Nintendo




解释：Pokémon Go是任天堂公司在最近推出的一款火爆的游戏。





[2]

 答案 A. one-tenth




解释：麦格里估计app下载榜第一名的位置将为公司带来10分之1的利润增加。





[3]

 答案 B. server crashes




解释：因为用户太多，服务器负荷太大，Pokémon Go的服务器经常崩溃，这被很多玩家所抱怨。





[4]

 答案 D. A yen averaging 105 per dollar




解释：任天堂实现双倍每股收益的目标是建立在美元兑日元的汇率为1美元等值105日元的基础上的。
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朋友圈真能无限大？







心理疾病的新疗法







没有GPS，我们会迷路吗？







史无前例的中国员工罢工







退欧引爆人才争夺战







“对不起 我是机器人”







苏格兰会再次寻求独立吗？







被机器人“下岗”的打工者







千禧一代为何爱跳槽？







YouTube的“敌人”







“上火”的中国凉茶







英格兰“二次退欧”







让中国二手市场不“low” 闲置的二手货怎样才不“low”？







热衷婚外情的员工更具创造力？







为咖啡致癌平反







朋友圈真能无限大？



我们有能力维系的社交对象数量很有限，朋友并非多多益善。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Dunbar’s number 邓巴数字 (邓巴数字也称150定律，是指能与某个人维持紧密人际关系的人数上限，通常人们认为是150。)

Anthropologist 人类学家[,ænθrə'pɒlədʒɪst]

eponymous 以人名命名[ɪ'pɒnɪməs]

intimacy 性行为；亲密['ɪntɪməsɪ]

reciprocal 互惠的；相互的[rɪ'sɪprək(ə)l]

cluster 使聚集['klʌstə]

precursor 先驱，前导[prɪ'kɜːsə]

robust 粗野的；粗鲁的[rə(ʊ)'bʌst]

spectrum 光谱；频谱；范围['spektrəm]

introvert 内向型人格['ɪntrəvɜːt]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分42秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分19秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分5秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分4秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





What our digital social networks say about us?（648 words）

By Anjana Ahuja

-----------------------------------------------------

They turn up weekly in my inbox, gnawing away at my soul. The kind words, the smiling faces, the ego-stroking invitations to connect, all of which I guiltily ignore. The thing is, I buy into the idea of Dunbar’s number — that our primate brains limit us to meaningful social contact with no more than about 150 people — and I am already exceeding 200 on LinkedIn.

Professor Robin Dunbar, the Oxford university anthropologist who came up with the eponymous figure after noting the strikingly similar sizes of human groupings ranging from Neolithic villages to Roman legions to an average Christmas card list, has posited that our social attention is not distributed evenly among those 150 confidantes but instead layered like an onion; five closest contacts in the innermost layer, then 10 in the next, followed by 35 and 100.

Now a study of mobile phone calls has attempted to test Prof Dunbar’s hypothesis about our Russian doll-like shells of emotional intimacy, providing insight into how we stratify our social connections. Along with colleagues at Finland’s Aalto University School of Science, Prof Dunbar looked at a 2007 data set of European mobile phone calls, comprising 35m users making a total of 6bn calls. The frequency of calls between two people was a proxy for emotional closeness. Those who made just emergency or business calls were excluded; only those making reciprocal calls to at least 100 people were included.

By scanning networks of calls and applying clustering algorithms, researchers found people tended to have either four or five layers in their social onion. On average, those with four layers had: four closest confidantes, often relatives, whom they dialled most frequently; 11 in the next layer; then 30 and 129.

For those with five layers, the number of friends was split slightly differently: three closest contacts; then 7, 18, 43 and 134. The analysis appeared on the arXiv server last month, where scientists can upload results for academic discussion (sometimes, but not always, as a precursor to peer-reviewed publication).

While the idea of social “layering” seems robust according to this analysis, the variations noted suggest that the number of layers corresponds with a social spectrum. One idea to emerge from the study is that individuals with four layers might be introverts while those with five are extroverts.

The paper has limitations: it looked at just one year of data. Friendships can be impermanent, varying across time and place, and reflecting our lives at particular stages. Frequency of contact does not always correlate with depth of relationship; longstanding bonds often do not need intensive tending to bloom.

But it is also possible that this study captures a unique picture of friendship: a 2007 data set represents the social world before smartphone ubiquity, and before people routinely began maintaining friendships on Facebook and other online sites on their mobile devices. There is also a persuasive consistency in the numbers, the researchers note. This intuitively mirrors real life: even if a house move or a job change forces a change of circumstances, old acquaintances are superseded by new ones. The exact components of the layers may change but the layers themselves remain intact.

Few of us, it should be noted, exceed 200 meaningful social relationships. This limit should prompt networking sites to refine their services in a digitally promiscuous age. The enduring human need to connect — a desire that can now be expressed at the touch of a button — should ideally be balanced against the inability of our brains to cope with an excessive degree of digital schmoozing.

Instead of the usual binary options to either accept or decline an invitation, there could be a third box to click that is both more gracious and scientifically accurate. It would read: “It’s not that I don’t want you to join my network, but I’m just waiting for some space to come up on my fourth layer.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How many closest contacts are in the innermost layer according to Dunbar’s number?

A. 5

B. 10

C. 35

D. 150


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What was a proxy for emotional closeness between two people as Prof Dunbar thought?

A. holding time

B. nickname

C. the frequency of calls

D. the number of calls


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many layers in people’s social onion?

A. 1-3

B. 3-4

C. 4-5

D. 5-6


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the paper’s limitation?

A. introverts as the objects

B. outdated data

C. one year of data

D. usual binary options


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. 5




解释：社交注意力并不是在150个知心朋友之间平均分配的，而是像洋葱那样分层分布；5个最亲密的联系人位于我们社交圈的最里层。





[2]

 答案 C. the frequency of calls




解释：两个人之间通话的频率是反映他们感情亲密度的近似指标。





[3]

 答案 C. 4-5




解释：研究人员发现，人们倾向于将他们的社交圈划分为四至五层。





[4]

 答案 C. one year of data




解释：这篇论文有其局限性：它仅仅考察了一年时间内的数据。





心理疾病的新疗法



药品公司正在筹备采用“数字疗法”来测试和治疗相关心理疾病，这个办法究竟是什么呢？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

pharmacological 药理学的[,fɑːməkə'lɒdʒɪkəl]

fundraising 筹款['fʌnd,rezɪŋ]

stimuli 刺激['stɪmjʊlaɪ]

neurological 神经病学的，神经学上的[,njʊərə'lɒdʒɪkl]

autism [心理][内科] 孤独症['ɔːtɪz(ə)m]

convergence 收敛；会聚[kən'vɜːdʒəns]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 
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Pharma companies looking at using video games for healthcare（614 words）

By Andrew Ward

-----------------------------------------------------

Every year in the US, about $13bn is spent on treatments for many of the estimated one in 10 children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.

This usually involves a prescription of stimulant drugs such as Adderall and Ritalin, which have stirred controversy over their risks and benefits. But what if these could be replaced, at least in some cases, by a non-pharmacological alternative?

Akili Interactive Labs is a Boston-based start-up developing mobile video games to treat ADHD and other neurological conditions including autism, depression, Alzheimer’s disease and traumatic brain injuries.

The company’s lead product, called Project: Evo, aims to train the brains of children with ADHD to prioritise between a competing blizzard of information and stimuli. Akili last month raised $30.5m of equity investment to fund a large-scale clinical trial after encouraging data from earlier studies.

“We’re seeing the emergence of an entirely new category of non-pharmacological therapies . . . to target some of the most underserved patient populations and disrupt massive markets,” says John Spinale of Jazz Venture Partners, which took part in the fundraising.

Big pharmaceuticals groups are taking the technology seriously. Shire, the dominant producer of ADHD drugs, has invested in Akili and Pfizer is working with the company on Alzheimer’s research. Software-based “digital therapies” of the kind pioneered by Akili are part of a growing range of mobile technologies aiming to test and in some cases even enhance mental health. The global market for cognitive assessment and training is already worth $2.4bn, according to M & M, the research company, and is expected to triple to $7.5bn by 2020.

The growth is being driven by an increasing burden of age-related conditions such as dementia and, says M & M, the “rise in brain fitness awareness”. These trends have coincided with technological advances which are opening the way to more sophisticated and clinically-credible products.

Take, for example, UK-based Cambridge Cognition, which has developed touchscreen tests and research tools for more than a dozen conditions from Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease to epilepsy and schizophrenia.

Its “neuropsychological assessments” are based on work dating back to the 1980s by renowned Cambridge neuroscientists Barbara Sahakian and Trevor Robbins. But it is breakthroughs in mobile technology that have allowed them to be commercialised via tablet computers.

The company’s Cantab Mobile tests have been used on more than 20,000 patients to measure cognitive functions such as memory, reaction time, attention span and decision making through simple games and puzzles.

Much of the demand has so far come from medical researchers. But the biggest long-term potential comes from its use as a diagnostic tool in healthcare. The product already has marketing authorisation in Europe as a medical device and the company is planning to seek approval from the US Food and Drug Administration.

Both Akili and Cambridge Cognition are positioning themselves as serious medical technology companies in contrast to consumer-focused “brain-training” apps, which have been growing in popularity but also drawing scrutiny over questionable scientific claims.

Lumos Labs this month agreed to pay the US Fair Trade Commission $2m to settle false marketing allegations against its Lumosity brain-training game. The company had claimed its games helped users perform better at work and could even alleviate symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease. The FTC said: “Lumosity preyed on consumers’ fears about age-related cognitive decline . . . [but] simply did not have the science to back up its ads”.

The case highlights wider questions over the reliability of the proliferating range of fitness apps and wearable devices being used by people to help monitor and manage their health.

Akili and Cambridge Cognition aim to overcome these concerns by showing that mental as well as physical health can benefit from the convergence of mobile technology and medical science.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. In the US, how much money is spent on treatments for those children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder(ADHD)?

A. $13bn

B. $1bn

C. $5bn

D. $100mn


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which company is the pioneer of Software-based “digital therapies”？

A. Shire

B. Pfizer

C. Akili

D. M & M


[2]
 
 
答案



3. The company’s Cantab Mobile tests have been used to measure cognitive functions，which one is not included?

A. Blood pressure

B. Memory

C. Reaction time

D. Attention span


[3]
 
 
答案



4. According to article, this product already has marketing authorisation in which part of the world?

A. US

B. Asia

C. Africa

D. Europe


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. $13bn




解释：第一段讲到，每年有近130亿美元的费用用于治疗小孩的注意缺陷障碍。





[2]

 答案 D. M & M




解释：Akili是数字疗法的先驱，Shire是它的投资者，Pfizer是它的合作伙伴。





[3]

 答案 A. Blood pressure




解释：Blood pressure不属于Cantab Mobile tests可测试的cognitive functions。





[4]

 答案 D. Europe




解释：文中提到，该产品已在欧洲获得相关部门授权，美洲还在计划当中。





没有GPS，我们会迷路吗？



关于现代网络世界真正可怕的一点在于，如今一切都不是真正坚不可摧的。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

tentacles 触手['təntəklz]

squadron 分遣队；小舰队['skwɒdrən]

tale 传说；叙述；流言蜚语[teɪl]

roam 漫步；流浪[rəʊm]

Gulf war 海湾战争 veer|转向；改变观点[vɪə] 海湾战争|经联合国批准的将伊拉克军队驱逐出科威特的战争，1991年1至2月

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。
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We’d be lost without GPS（633 words）

By Gillian Tett

-----------------------------------------------------

I have been reading a new book, Pinpoint, by American journalist Greg Milner, which seeks to explain how GPS came into being and how it now operates. Milner calculates that there are already about five billion devices in the world that use GPS (including three billion smartphones), creating a $21bn GPS economy. “This extraordinary system began as an American military application, a way to improve the accuracy of bombs and keep bomber pilots safe,” Milner writes. “[But] today its tentacles are everywhere.”

As with so much of our cyber economy, most of us have no clue how GPS works; nor that the entire system is run by an obscure squadron of the US Air Force based near Colorado Springs. If you start looking into the network, it becomes clear that the GPS story deserves far more attention — not least because we urgently need to think about what might happen if GPS breaks down.

By any standards, it is an extraordinary tale, in part because GPS touches on anthropology as much as science. As archaeologists, historians and anthropologists know, the way humans imagine the world around them has varied enormously over time. In most premodern societies, people did not have objective “maps” of the world in their heads; instead, they perceived the world as contours radiating out from their home. From the ancient Greeks onwards, many cultures assumed that the sun revolved around the earth.

When people started roaming the globe with chronometers and peering at the sky with telescopes, it changed their perspective. The Polish astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus developed his revolutionary idea that the sun, not the earth, was at the centre of the solar system. Since then, we have learnt to create objective — not subjective — maps with growing accuracy.

GPS alters this perspective again. It uses signals from four or more GPS satellites at a time (out of about 30 orbiting the planet) to pinpoint our position; but it does so by putting us at the centre of our own map.

That lets us navigate our surroundings with once-unimaginable precision but it also enables something else to occur that is important: we can now guide other objects, too.

When GPS finally came of age, this technology was initially used to guide bombs, most notably in the first Gulf war. Today those satellites guide everything from aircraft to oil tankers, from hospital operations to financial trades. And, of course, our cars.

As technological leaps go, this feels almost miraculous, and it might give some grounds for optimism in relation to other seemingly intractable problems, such as climate change.

The danger is that the more we become dependent on this magical technology, the more potentially vulnerable we become, too. Milner cites some fascinating studies by neurologists, for example, which suggest that when people rely on GPS to navigate, they stop interacting with their environment in a cognitive sense, and their brains appear to change.

More worrying still, as our modern transport, industry and infrastructure networks become more reliant on GPS, there is a growing risk that these could break down completely if those satellites veer off course. The US military insists this will never happen because it is working to keep the system watertight. And one factor that may help them in that respect is that, ironically, even the US’s enemies depend on GPS. Isis, for example, uses GPS-enabled smartphones in its attacks. The truly scary thing about our modern cyber world is that nothing now seems truly invulnerable. So perhaps the real moral of the tale is that the next time you get into a car, switch on a smartphone or do almost anything else, you should give silent thanks to those unseen satellites orbiting the earth; and then ponder what we would do if GPS suddenly stopped working. It’s a disorienting thought.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is the application area of GPS initially?

A. military

B. agriculture

C. hospital operations

D. financial trades


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What was at the centre of the solar system from the ancient Greeks onwards?

A. the moon

B. the sun

C. the earth

D. the air


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many satellites at least to pinpoint our position?

A. 3

B. 4

C. 10

D. 30


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What will appear to change when people rely on GPS to navigate?

A. cognitive sense

B. language competence

C. brains

D. concentration


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. military




解释：GPS（系统）最初是美国的一个军事应用。





[2]

 答案 B. the sun




解释：从古希腊起，很多文化认为，太阳围绕地球转动。





[3]

 答案 B. 4




解释：GPS利用4枚或更多的卫星来定位。





[4]

 答案 C. brains




解释：研究表明，当人们依赖GPS导航时，他们停止在认知层面与自己的周围环境互动，他们的大脑似乎会发生变化。





史无前例的中国员工罢工



全中国的沃尔玛雇员针对该公司的新工时制度发起了一系列罢工，这是一波史无前例的全国性罢工。成都的罢工工人背后的标语写着“沃尔玛工人，雄起！”

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bout 回合；较量[baʊt]

Communist party 共产党

strike 罢工；打击；殴打[straɪk]

electrician 电工；电气技师[,ɪlek'trɪʃ(ə)n; ,el-; ,iːl-]

solidarity 团结，团结一致[,sɒlɪ'dærɪtɪ]

All-China Federation of Trade Unions 中华全国总工会

window-dressing 门面措施；弄虚作假['windəu,dresiŋ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。
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Walmart workers launch wildcat strikes across China （480 words）

By Yuan Yang in Beijing

-----------------------------------------------------

Walmart staff across China have launched a series of wildcat strikes against the company’s new working-hours system, in an unprecedented bout of nationwide co-ordination by workers. Employees in one store in the southern city of Nanchang went on strike last Friday. By Monday the action had spread to a second store in Nanchang and to stores in Chengdu 1,500km away and Harbin in the country’s north-east.

“We will continue the strike until the company gives a satisfactory reply,” said Duan Yu, who works at the Walmart store in Bayi Square, Nanchang.

The strike has realised the Communist party’s fear of co-ordinated cross-country labour unrest just as China prepares to lay off millions of workers as a result of the industrial slowdown. The number of worker disputes in the country has soared in recent years, doubling from 2014 to reach 2,774 protests in 2015, according to China Labour Bulletin, a Hong Kong-based workers’ rights organisation.

“It is unprecedented for workers to organise this way,” said Anita Chan, a professor of sociology at Australian National University. “Most strikes are in one workplace. This is different — Walmart has many stores in China and uses the same management methods in all the stores. So these workers understand everyone’s situation: they are all the same.”

The rapid organisation of strikes has been helped by the mobile messaging platform WeChat. Zhang Jun, a former electrician at the Walmart store in Yantai City, Shandong, was one of several workers who set up the first Walmart Chinese Workers’ Association WeChat group.

WCWA has since multiplied into more than 40 WeChat groups, with about 20,000 members — a fifth of Walmart’s workforce in China — despite members suffering threats from Walmart management, according to Mr Zhang.

Chinese workers have extended their solidarity to Walmart’s workers in the US, who also lack the backing of an official union. “We have reason to believe that your conditions today will be ours tomorrow,” read an open letter to Walmart US workers on the WCWA blog.

“We support Walmart workers in the US for the Fight for 15,” read one placard at the Walmart Chengdu strike, referring to the campaign for wages of $15 an hour.

Chinese Walmart staff have cast aside the country’s only officially recognised union, the All-China Federation of Trade Unions, which has been accused by labour activists as being apathetic to their cause. The ACFTU could not be reached for comment.

“The [official union] are basically unreceptive to workers’ opinions. They are window-dressing for Walmart,” said Zhang Liya, WCWA’s chief representative.

According to Prof Chan’s research, after two months of experimenting with official democratically elected Walmart union committees, the ACFTU signed an agreement with the company in 2006 that allowed Walmart to set up management-controlled unions instead.

“The work union [leaders] are appointed by management,” said Ms Duan. “They ask us to return to our jobs.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which city’s employees went on strike firstly last Friday?

A. Chengdu

B. Nanchang

C. Harbin

D. Hong Kong


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the difference between this strike and the other strikes before according to the Australian professor?

A. persistent

B. violent

C. nationwide

D. transitory


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How to advertise and organize the strike rapidly by Zhang Jun?

A. Messages

B. video conference

C. WeChat group

D. personal interviews


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who has been allowed to set up the Walmart official union?

A. the ACFTU

B. the official union in US

C. the top of the Walmart

D. the Chinese government


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. Nanchang




解释：上周五南昌的工人开始罢工，周一扩大至哈尔滨、成都等地。





[2]

 答案 C. nationwide




解释：澳大利亚国立大学社会学教授Anita Chan表示：此前大多数罢工只是发生在一个地方。而沃尔玛在中国有许多分店，所有分店采用同样的管理方法。因此这些员工了解，他们存在同样的不满。





[3]

 答案 C. WeChat group




解释：罢工的迅速组织得益于微信。沃尔玛烟台分店前电工张军是首先设立沃尔玛中国工人协会微信群的人之一。





[4]

 答案 C. the top of the Walmart




解释：中华全国总工会在2006年跟沃尔玛签署协议，允许该公司设立由管理层控制的工会，工会领袖由沃尔玛管理层任命。





退欧引爆人才争夺战



经济学家认为，即便欧盟可以“孤立”伦敦，大型银行也不会希望全球衍生品市场及其客户呈现割裂状态。尽管如此，法国已展开一场对企业和人才的争夺战。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

dangle 摇晃地悬挂着['dæŋg(ə)l]

stigmatized 使……蒙上污名['stiɡmətaiz]

bloc 国家集团[blɒk]

intensify 强化；变激烈[ɪn'tensɪfaɪ]

rekindle 重新点燃[riː'kɪnd(ə)l]
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Paris dangles tax carrots to entice bankers fleeing London（440 words）

By Anne-Sylvaine Chassany in Paris

-----------------------------------------------------

Four years after François Hollande — then soon to be elected French president — stigmatised the “world of finance” as his “true adversary”, France is rolling out the red carpet for bankers. His socialist government is now leading the pack of EU countries seeking to lure highly paid London bankers looking for a home when the UK leaves the bloc.

On Wednesday, it unveiled a list of carrots for executives considering Paris for their new base, including a hefty income tax break of up to 50 per cent and the right to exclude foreign properties and assets from the calculation of wealth tax for eight years — up from five years currently.

The measure means France will offer Europe’s “most favourable” fiscal regime for returning expatriates and foreign executives, Manuel Valls, prime minister, said at a gathering of financial executives in Paris.

“Paris as a financial centre is what makes France’s attractiveness,” Mr Valls said to cheers in the audience.

The aggressive marketing is a sharp reverse from 2012. After Mr Hollande imposed a temporary 75 per cent marginal income tax, British prime minister David Cameron promised to “roll out the red carpet” for French bankers. When French ministers attacked steel magnate Lakshmi Mittal for closing steel plants, Boris Johnson, London’s then-mayor and now Brexit frontman, joined in, declaring: “Venez à Londres, mes amis! (Come to London, my friends!)”

Now, it’s the turn of Paris to try to seduce London bankers and their families with its “Welcome to Europe” slogan. Facing competition from Frankfurt, Dublin, Luxembourg and Amsterdam, Mr Valls has decided to step up his efforts, according to his staff.

“We’re aware of the negative signals that are sometimes perceived abroad. The Brexit vote is providing us with an opportunity to show that France is business-friendly,” a member of his team said.

Other measures include a single point of contact for those relocating to France, in order to provide guidance on everything from taxes to office space and schools. “We will open as many international classes as necessary,” Mr Valls said.

The French government is intensifying plans to promote Paris and its suburbs as part of a plan to rekindle growth in the Eurozone’s second-largest economy 10 months before presidential elections.

Mr Hollande was quick to warn last week that the City of London would not be able to keep euro-trade clearing operations after leaving the EU.

But the French government, conscious of the typically higher taxes it imposes on companies and individuals, is also eager to emphasise the other advantages of a move to Paris — such as high-quality infrastructure, a pool of well-educated graduates and a vibrant cultural scene.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How many years has François Hollande been the French president?

A. 4

B. 3

C. 2

D. 1


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How long is the right to exclude foreign properties from the calculation of wealth tax for British executives in Paris now?

A. none

B. 50 months

C. 5 years

D. 8 years


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not mentioned as France’s competitor about enticing bankers fleeing London?

A. Netherlands

B. Germany

C. Australia

D. Ireland


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is the Eurozone’s second-largest economy?

A. Germany

B. Italy

C. France

D. Bulgaria


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. 4




解释：文章提到他已经做了4年的法国总统（自2012年）。





[2]

 答案 C. 5 years




解释：迁往法国的高管将可以享受最高50%的所得税减免，而且在8年里（目前为5年）在计算财富税时不计他们的境外财产。





[3]

 答案 C. Australia




解释：文章提到了巴黎还面临着Frankfurt（德国）, Dublin（爱尔兰）, Luxembourg（卢森堡）, Amsterdam（荷兰）的竞争。





[4]

 答案 C. France




解释：欧元区第二大经济体是通常给公司和个人施加沉重税收负担的法国政府，还急于强调迁往巴黎的整体好处。





“对不起 我是机器人”



不久前刚刚高调回归宣布安全升级大换血的婚外情网站Ashley Madison近日又被美国FTC盯上。而原因恐怕要让很多付费男性用户失望了——因为和你聊得热火朝天的不是想要猎艳的女性，而是…公司的女性机器人。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

FTC 联邦贸易委员会（Federal Trade Commission）

deploy 配置；展开[dɪ'plɒɪ]

open-minded 虚心的；思想开明的

acquisition 获得；收购[,ækwɪ'zɪʃ(ə)n]

trove 被发现的东西；收藏的东西[trəʊv]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。
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Ashley Madison faces FTC fembots probe（633 words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco

-----------------------------------------------------

Ashley Madison, the adultery website that was hacked last year, is under investigation by the US Federal Trade Commission for its use of bots to chat with paying male customers, the company said.

The dating website was attacked by cybercriminals last summer, exposing the identities of its would-be adulterer subscribers and internal documents that appeared to show that it used so-called fembots so that men would believe they were engaging with real women willing to have an affair.

Avid Life Media, which owns Ashley Madison and other dating sites including Cougar Life and Established Men, has appointed a new chief executive, Rob Segal, to attempt a fresh start at the company.

Mr Segal, the former chief executive of World Gaming, told Reuters that the FTC had been investigating its use of bots, and a spokesperson confirmed the company had been “proactively sharing information with regulatory authorities” since August 2015. The FTC did not respond to requests for comment.

Mr Segal said bots, thought to have been deployed because there were far more men than women on the site, were no longer used. James Millership, newly appointed as president at Ashley Madison after working under Mr Segal at WorldGaming, added: “My understanding is that bots are widespread in the industry, but they are no longer being used, and will not be used, at Avid Life Media and Ashley Madison.”

Ashley Madison, which used to advertise itself with the tagline “Life is short. Have an affair” is trying to reposition itself as the dating website for the “open-minded” and people with an “adventurous spirit”, rather than strictly those looking for extramarital affairs. It is looking at acquisitions, partnerships and a total rebranding, Mr Millership said.

The company’s chief executive, Noel Biderman, stepped down “by mutual agreement” in August last year after details of up to 37m members were posted online by a hacker group calling itself The Impact Team. The fallout included at least one lawsuit and an investigation by the police in Toronto, where the company is based, into possible suicides connected to the breach.

The trove of data dumped online also made many question its business model after tech site Gizmodo concluded it was likely that only about 12,000 of the 37m members were women.

Mr Segal said Avid Life Media had been silenced by the cyber attack. “The company is truly sorry for how people’s lives and relationships may have been affected by the criminal theft of personal information,” he said.

Avid Life Media has now invested more in cyber defences including partnering Deloitte’s cyber security team and introducing new “secure and discreet” payment options, Mr Segal said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When was Ashley Madison attacked by cybercriminals?

A. last spring

B. last summer

C. last August

D. last winner


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not right about Avid Life Media as mentioned?

A. It hires only female now

B. It owns several dating sites

C. It appointed a new CEO

D. It invested more in cyber defences now


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the reason of ‘fembots’ as the CEO Segal thought?

A. bots are widespread in the industry

B. high cost by human resource

C. imbalanced sexual distinction among users

D. fembots are more interesting


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the attitude of Avid Life Media towards the cyber attack last year?

A. angry

B. helpless

C. sorry

D. unexpected


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. last summer




解释：去年夏天，这家约会网站遭到网络犯罪分子攻击，导致其希望搞婚外情的付费用户的身份以及其内部文件被曝光。





[2]

 答案 A. It hires only female now




解释：文章并未提及员工的男女比例问题。





[3]

 答案 C. imbalanced sexual distinction among users




解释：Segal表示该公司当初是因为网站上的男性用户远远多于女性而启用机器人的。





[4]

 答案 C. sorry




解释：文章提到公司对于这种“由于个人信息被窃取对用户的生活产生的影响”所感到抱歉。





苏格兰会再次寻求独立吗？



2014年苏格兰独立公投以微弱劣势告败后，我曾认为在有生之年再也不会看到苏独，但我现在改变了想法。”

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

cosmopolitan 世界主义的，四海一家的[,kɒzmə'pɒlɪt(ə)n]

Hanseatic League 汉萨同盟 (最早可追溯到12世纪，两个城市同意使用共同的民法和刑法，并在本城中保护彼此的商人。)

traction 牵引力['trækʃ(ə)n]

SNP 苏格兰国民党（Scottish National Party）

emulate 模仿；尽力赶上['emjʊleɪt]

hostility 敌意；战争行动[hɒ'stɪlɪtɪ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分32秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分13秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分0秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分3秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Scottish Nationalists succeed where Leavers fail（633 words）

By John Kay

-----------------------------------------------------

As a schoolboy in Edinburgh, I was taught that, long before the union with England, Scotland had been a cosmopolitan country. The ports on the east coast showed the influence of trade with the Netherlands and the Hanseatic League. The Scots language demonstrated continental influences. The citizens of Edinburgh would shout “gardyloo”, supposedly from the French “gare de l’eau”, before throwing their slops into the streets from the windows of the tall tenements of Edinburgh’s Old Town.

Even then, this example of early Scots sophistication did not convince. And the claim that their vote to stay in the EU — all districts of Scotland voted Remain in the referendum, and 62 per cent of the nation’s voters as a whole voted to stay in the EU — is the product of a broad-minded outlook not seen south of the border also misses a crucial point.

The reality is that the discontent with established politics that erupted in the Leave vote elsewhere in the country has found expression in other ways. As one student of Scottish politics, explaining the UK Independence party’s lack of traction north of the border, put it to me two years ago: “People in Scotland who are disgruntled and suspicious of foreigners [the English] already have a party they can vote for.”

The fracturing of the opposition Labour party’s traditional support in depressed areas of the north of England, which was decisive in securing an Out vote, paralleled the collapse of Labour’s vote in the west of Scotland in favour of the Scottish National party in the general election of 2015.

The great achievement of the SNP, now in government in Holyrood and with MPs in Westminster, has been to be a party of protest and a party of government at the same time. This is an achievement Brexiters will find hard to emulate.

While the Leave campaign and the SNP are disparate coalitions brought together by a common hostility, the SNP has a clearer and more positive vision of the future, and evidence of administrative competence has been absent on the Brexit side. A remarkable outcome of the Remain campaign was that the two most impressive political performers were women from Scotland: Nicola Sturgeon, the SNP first minister, and Ruth Davidson, leader of the opposition Scottish Conservatives. English politics is in chaos; Scottish politics is not.

But support in Scotland for the SNP, in large part a response to Labour’s failure, should not necessarily be equated with support for independence. The SNP cannot call a fresh referendum unless it is highly confident of winning it. A second No vote, even if close, would put an end to dreams of independence for a generation and perhaps forever, as in Quebec. And economic prospects for Scotland are less attractive with oil below $50 per barrel than when prices were twice that level.

On the other hand, one factor has changed decisively. If Scotland had voted for separation in 2014 the path to EU membership would have been slow. While the outcome would have been inevitable, countries with their own separatist movements, notably Spain but also perhaps Belgium and Italy, would probably have been obstructive.

Now, Scottish accession would be greeted with open arms. And while it probably does not make sense for an independent Scotland to join the eurozone, dallying with the prospect is a tease that might assist in negotiations with both the EU and the rest of the UK.

After the Scots independence referendum failed, narrowly, in 2014, I judged that independence was the likely outcome but probably not in my lifetime. It now seems likely that I will see it. Whether it is desirable is another matter altogether. As with Brexit itself, the economic impact of the change is greatly exaggerated by both sides and the costs of transition large.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What demonstrated continental influences as mentioned?

A. the Scots language

B. the ports on the east coast

C. the citizens of Edinburgh

D. the French “gare de l’eau”


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many districts of Scotland voted Remain in the referendum about Brexit?

A. all

B. a half

C. 62%

D. zero


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the reason of league between the Leave campaign and the SNP?

A. SNP is in government

B. weak administrative competence

C. common hostility

D. common friends


[3]
 
 
答案



4. When was the Scots independence referendum?

A. 2012

B. 2013

C. 2014

D. 2015


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. the Scots language




解释：东海岸的港口显示了苏格兰与荷兰和汉萨同盟(Hanseatic League)贸易的影响。苏格兰语显示出了欧洲大陆的影响。





[2]

 答案 A. all




解释：在英国脱欧公投中，苏格兰所有地区的投票结果都是留欧。





[3]

 答案 C. common hostility




解释：“脱欧”阵营和苏格兰民族党都是被共同的敌意团结在一起的复杂联盟。





[4]

 答案 D. 2015




解释：文章提到如果苏格兰在2014年投票支持独立，那么通向欧盟成员国身份的道路将会缓慢。2013年3月21日，苏政府宣布2014年9月18日举办公投。





被机器人“下岗”的打工者



随着工业机器人技术的逐渐成熟，智库称外来务工人员将慢慢被机器人取代。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

warehousing 储仓['weəhaʊzɪŋ]

auto-enrolment 自动加入

apprenticeship 学徒期；学徒身分[ə'prentɪ(s)ʃɪp]

precedent 先例；前例['presɪd(ə)nt]

susceptible 易受影响的[sə'septɪb(ə)l]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分0秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分48秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分0秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分42秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Robots could replace migrant workers, says think-tank （420 words）

By Delphine Strauss

-----------------------------------------------------

Britain’s decision to leave the EU will force companies that rely on migrant labour to rethink their business models, if it leads to restrictions on low-skilled immigration. For some, robots may be the most likely replacement, according to a report by the Resolution Foundation think-tank. Almost one third of the workforce in food manufacturing are EU migrants. More than a fifth of domestic personnel are from the EU, and more than one in eight workers in sectors ranging from agriculture to warehousing and textiles manufacturing.

An end to free movement of labour would – other things being equal — make it more costly to fill these jobs. Given other changes such as the living wage, auto-enrolment in workplace pensions and the apprenticeship levy, there will be a strong incentive for employers to invest in automation.

This does not have to be a bad thing, the think-tank argues. The ready supply of cheap workers has allowed UK employers to get away with relatively low levels of capital investment for many years, a trend that has become even more evident since the global financial crisis.

“What the UK needs – with its high employment, terrible productivity performance and low investment – is more robots,” said Adam Corlett, analyst at the Resolution Foundation. The think-tank suggests that new technologies will be crucial to a recovery in UK productivity and pay growth.

There is some precedent for employers replacing migrants with machines: in the US, mechanisation transformed California’s tomato industry when the supply of Mexican farm labourers through the Bracero programme ended.

However, some sectors — such as food manufacturing or food service — are far more susceptible to rapid automation than others. In other areas, such as cleaning or transport, there is far less scope for innovation. Employers are more likely to look again at training and career structures, and lobby government to allow immigration where there are sectoral shortages.

Automation — while it can destroy certain types of jobs, with serious effects on places and people — does not necessarily threaten overall employment, the report argues.

Middle-skilled manufacturing jobs have suffered a huge decline over the past 30 years as a share of total hours worked; but new roles have emerged in science, IT, health and caring. This helps to explain why there has been little change in the distribution of pay, while the UK employment rate has risen to a record high.

Both business and government, Mr Corlett concludes, must “make some pretty big calls on what investment and labour supply will look like in a post-Brexit economy”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of industries may rethink their business models after Brexit?

A. technology-intensive industry

B. labour concentrated industry

C. technology-intensive industry

D. capital concentrated industry


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not mentioned as a strong incentive for employers to invest in automation?

A. living wage

B. auto-enrolment in workplace pensions

C. cheap labour force

D. the apprenticeship levy


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which country’s employers have been replaced by machines in tomato industry?

A. USA

B. UK

C. India

D. China


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which sector is far more susceptible to rapid automation than others?

A. cleaning

B. health

C. food manufacturing

D. transport


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. labour concentrated industry




解释：文章第一段表示对于那些依赖于外来劳工的企业要重新考虑其商业模式了，所以做出推断是劳动力密集型产业会受影响。





[2]

 答案 C. cheap labour force




解释：廉价的劳动力不是雇主们考虑自动化的原因。





[3]

 答案 A. USA




解释：文章提到的是美国。





[4]

 答案 C. food manufacturing




解释：上述选项中更加容易受到影响的是食品加工业。





千禧一代为何爱跳槽？



他们是被时代宠坏的孩子，还是对现实倍感无奈的愤青？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

deserter 逃兵；擅离职守者；脱党者[dɪ'zɜːtə]

whop 抽出；征服[wɒp]

entitled to 有权享有；有…的资格

whinger 短刀；气愤抱怨的人['hwɪŋɚ]

exodus 大批的离去['eksədəs]

skewer 刺穿；串住

myriad 无数的；种种的['mɪrɪəd]

seamless 无缝的['siːmlɪs]

cohort 步兵大队；支持者['kəʊhɔːt]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分376秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分15秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分2秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分3秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Unhappy millennials want what youngsters have always wanted（639 words）

By Maximillian Kaupp-Roberts

-----------------------------------------------------

It is often said that youth is wasted on the young. Many twentysomethings are taking that on board — and are taking action by leaving corporate life while they still can.

In recent months the lack of loyalty among millennial staff has been causing headaches to employers, with the financial sector in particular facing an increasing number of deserters. According to a recent survey by Deloitte, 44 per cent of millennials are looking to leave their jobs within the next two years, while a whopping 66 per cent expect to be gone within five.

Are millennials simply entitled whingers, so used to a lifetime of excessive praise that they expect high pay and high-profile work from their first day in the office? Or is the problem more fundamental: are these young people simply motivated by different concerns?

I recently left my role at an investment bank, and fellow graduates working in finance have been supportive — many have told me they also have a strong desire to leave in the near future. No one expects to remain in their job long-term.

So what can be done to halt the exodus of millennials from the corporate world? One problem is that many companies are the victims of their own recruiting success. This slick process was expertly skewered by the late Marina Keegan, then a Yale student, in her 2011 essay “Even artichokes have doubts”. As Keegan put it: “I’m not special. Their team of recruiters is really good. They come at Yale with a myriad of other consultant firms and banks and sell themselves shamelessly and brilliantly to us from the time we turn twenty.”

This seamless recruitment has led many graduates who had never heard of discounted cash-flows or credit derivatives to glide into a job in the sector. Unsurprisingly, many of these young employees soon decide to move on to roles more suited to their interests.

There is more to this exodus than simple mismatching. The drudgery of entry-level jobs within professional services is well documented. Hours are spent grinding away in front of Excel and PowerPoint. A combination of routine tasks and high pressure leads to demoralised juniors. While this has long been the case, what has changed is the loss of the finance industry’s two great pull-factors: prestige and wealth. Since the 2008 crisis, the envy that a City or Wall Street job once inspired among peers has been replaced with opprobrium and judgment.

In their place, Silicon Valley companies such as Google and Facebook capture the hearts of ambitious graduates. It is hard to stay motivated when, in the eyes of much of society, you are a parasite or even a “vampire squid”.

And while the industry still pays exceptionally well, if even a young banker cannot buy a house in London, what is the point in working so hard?

Millennials are looking for the same things that young people have always wanted in a career: interesting work, financial security, good prospects and a job they can take pride in. If employers are serious about retaining talent for the long-term they should start by getting the right people in the door.

By expanding hiring away from purely elite university applicants, a smaller but more loyal cohort of employees could surely be found.

And if, as seems to be happening, profits in the industry are dropping to more ordinary levels, the workplace culture should change to reflect that. Shorter hours, less weekend work and the feeling that there is a life outside the office would go a long way to alleviating the monotony of entry-level jobs.

This normalisation may further reduce the appeal of finance to the most ambitious and competitive of graduates. And if that means that fewer potential scientists, engineers and artists end up working in the financial sector, then that may be no bad thing.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which sector in particular facing an increasing number of deserters?

A. education sector

B. financial sector

C. technological department

D. supervision department


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is fellow graduates’ attitude towards author’s demission?

A. opposed

B. hesitating

C. agreed

D. helpless


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What has changed in financial sector as great pull-factors since 2008?

A. prestige and wealth

B. time and wealth

C. pressure and challenge

D. employers and interesting work


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is not mentioned when millennials are looking for in a career?

A. interesting work

B. financial security

C. sufficient holiday

D. good prospects


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. financial sector




解释：最近几个月，千禧一代员工欠缺忠诚度的问题令雇主头疼，特别是金融业的跳槽者越来越多。





[2]

 答案 C. agreed




解释：在金融业工作的同龄毕业生支持作者的离职。





[3]

 答案 A. prestige and wealth




解释：金融业丧失了两个重要吸引力：声望和财富,自2008年金融危机以来。





[4]

 答案 C. sufficient holiday




解释：千禧一代在寻找年轻人一直想从职场获取的东西：有趣的工作、经济保障、良好前景以及一份他们可以引以为傲的工作。





YouTube的“敌人”



乐坛正罕见地联合对YouTube展开公开斗争，YouTube有着数十亿用户。但年度销售统计显示，YouTube带给音乐人的直接受益比黑胶唱片这一小众市场的销售更加少。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Coldplay 酷玩乐队（英国著名流行乐队）

siphon 用虹吸管吸出；抽取['saɪf(ə)n]

salvo 齐鸣['sælvəʊ]

provision 规定；条款[prə'vɪʒ(ə)n]

prosecution 检举；进行；经营[prɒsɪ'kjuːʃ(ə)n]

nascent 初期的['næs(ə)nt; 'neɪ-]

monetize 使货币化（等于monetize）['mʌnitaiz]

phonographic 留声机的；速记的[,fəʊnə'ɡræfɪk]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分31秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分5秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分12秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分4秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Pop stars complain to Brussels over YouTube（464 words）

By Matthew Garrahan in London

-----------------------------------------------------

Pop stars ranging from Abba and Coldplay to Ed Sheeran and Lady Gaga have written to the European Commission complaining that Google’s YouTube is “unfairly siphoning value” away from artists and songwriters.

More than a thousand acts signed the letter to Jean-Claude Juncker, the commission’s president, saying there was a growing “value gap” between rising music consumption — which is “exploding” — and revenue.

“The value gap undermines the rights and revenues of those who create, invest in and own music, and distorts the market place,” the artists wrote.

The letter is the latest salvo in a campaign against YouTube by acts and music labels, which are pressing for changes to provisions that give online video services “safe harbour” from prosecution if they are found to be hosting unauthorised content.

“These protections were put in place two decades ago to help develop nascent digital start-ups, but today are being misapplied to corporations that distribute and monetise our works,” the artists said.

YouTube, which shares advertising revenue from music videos with artists and labels, said it had paid out $3bn to the industry. A spokesman said the company was “working collaboratively” with the industry “to bring more money to artists”.

YouTube’s Content ID system locates unauthorised uploads and gives artists and labels the option of generating money from them via advertising.

“The overwhelming majority of labels and publishers have licensing agreements in place with YouTube, and choose to leave fan uploads up on the platform and earn money from them 95 per cent of the time,” said a YouTube spokesman.

However, many in the music industry say too much unauthorised music is slipping through the cracks.

Universal Music Group, the world’s biggest music group and home of acts such as Taylor Swift and Sam Smith, said in a recent filing to the US Copyright Office that it had hired a third-party company “just to find and claim UMG’s own content that has been used without authorisation on YouTube.”

Sony Music said in a filing that “untold millions in revenue” would “never be realised by Sony due to plays of Sony Recordings that Content ID does not identify”.

Global music revenues rose 3.2 per cent to $15bn in 2015 as digital sales of music overtook physical sales for the first time, according to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry. It was the first year-on-year growth in almost 20 years and is being driven by streaming services, such as Spotify and Apple Music.

However, the IFPI said in a recent report that growth was being held back because “revenues are not being fairly returned to rights holders”.

The dispute with YouTube comes as the three largest music labels — Universal Music Group, Sony Music and Warner Music — negotiate new licensing deals with the Google-owned video platform.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What undermines the rights and distorts the market place in the letter?

A. revenue

B. value gap

C. page view

D. online video services


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When were the protections put in place to help develop nascent digital start-ups?

A. 5 years ago

B. a decade ago

C. 20 years ago

D. 15 years ago


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where did YouTube share advertising revenue from?

A. music videos

B. artists and labels

C. on-site advertising

D. membership fees


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who is the world’s biggest music group?

A. Sony Music

B. Warner Music

C. Universal Music Group

D. IFPI


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. value gap




解释：联名信写到这种价值缺口侵害了艺术家的权利并且扭曲了市场。





[2]

 答案 C. 20 years ago




解释：20年前就开始了。





[3]

 答案 A. music videos




解释：YouTube表示他们从音乐视频中获得的广告收益与艺术家和唱片公司共享。





[4]

 答案 C. Universal Music Group




解释：环球唱片是是全世界最大的唱片公司，也是是泰勒·斯威夫特(Taylor Swift)等流行歌手的唱片发行方。





“上火”的中国凉茶



中国凉茶两巨头终于在赔偿问题上开始了涉及29.3亿元“真金白银”的对决，主打清热解火产品的饮料商并没有浇熄侵权商标的怒火，开始了第三次“凉茶大战”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

pharmaceutical 制药的；药物[,fɑːmə'suːtɪk(ə)l; -'sjuː-]

dispute 辩论；怀疑；阻止[dɪ'spjuːt; 'dɪspjuːt]

Danone 法国达能集团

parallel 平行线；对比['pærəlel]

jurisdiction 管辖权；权限，权力[,dʒʊərɪs'dɪkʃ(ə)n]

chrysanthemum 菊花[krɪ'sænθɪməm; -z-]

eponymous 以本名命名的[ɪ'pɒnɪməs]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分36秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分34秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分38秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





China tea makers wage intellectual property war（387 words）

By Don Weinland in Hong Kong

-----------------------------------------------------

Two rival makers of China’s most popular canned soft drink have taken their “tea wars” to the courts, with one tea maker seeking what local media said would be the largest damages in a Chinese intellectual property case.

State-owned Guangzhou Pharmaceutical Holdings is seeking Rmb$2.9bn ($436m) in damages from Hong Kong-based Jiaduobao Group for infringements on its trademark “Wanglaoji” herbal tea drink, according to state-run Xinhua News.

The battle, being heard in Guangzhou provincial court, follows a history of disputes in the country’s food and beverage industry between foreign brands and domestic partners.

In 2009, Danone pulled out of a high-profile partnership with Hangzhou Wahaha Group after the French yoghurt maker accused it of running parallel businesses. The legal battle, fought in several jurisdictions, took two years and eventually resulted in Danone selling off its share in the joint venture for what analysts said was below market value.

The fight between the tea makers has resulted in an odd arms race — and at times a hot war — where both continued to manufacture and sell the same product under the same name for several years while trying to win market share in the world’s largest food and beverage market. Guangzhou Pharma originally leased the brand to Jiaduobao more than a decade ago, but a court ruling from 2012 said that Jiaduobao had no right to continue marketing the sweet, chrysanthemum-flavoured drink under the name Wanglaoji as of mid-2010.

During the dispute, Jiaduobao continued selling Wanglaoji-branded tea in its original red can, proving more popular than the likes of Coca-Cola in sales and eventually becoming the market leader for canned drinks in China, Chinese media reported in 2013.

Guangzhou Pharma began its own marketing operations, selling the product in a green drink box but claimed far lower sales.

The battle for market share erupted into violence at times between the two companies. One report in Beijing Review magazine in 2012 said that a village salesman for Guangdong Pharma was slashed across the face with a knife by his counterpart at Jiaduobao as the two attempted to market the drink.

Jiaduobao now produces an eponymous tea and no longer uses the Wanglaoji name. However, the two groups have continued to vie for market share. The Rmb2.9bn damages claim pertained to alleged losses to Guangzhou pharma business between 2010 and 2012.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is the headquarters of Jiaduobao Group?

A. Guangzhou

B. Shenzhen

C. Hangzhou

D. Hong Kong


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the result about the fight between Danone and Wahaha?

A. analysts disputed the deal

B. Danone got the compensation

C. Danone sold off its joint venture share

D. they came to an agreement to build a joint venture


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where is the world’s largest food and beverage market?

A. China

B. France

C. US

D. UK


[3]
 
 
答案



4. When did Jiaduobao become the market leader for canned drinks in China?

A. 2010

B. 2012

C. 2013

D. 2014


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 D. Hong Kong




解释：国有的广州医药集团寻求从总部位于香港的加多宝集团获得29亿元人民币（合4.36亿美元）的损害赔偿金，理由是后者侵犯了它的“王老吉”凉茶商标。





[2]

 答案 C. Danone sold off its joint venture share




解释：最终达能以分析师所称的低于市场价值的价格出售其在合资企业所持股份。





[3]

 答案 A. China




解释：两家凉茶企业之间的斗争导致了一场奇怪的“军备竞赛”，他们都想拿下这个全球最大的食品饮料市场。





[4]

 答案 C. 2013




解释：在这场纠纷持续期间，加多宝继续以“王老吉”品牌销售原有红罐装凉茶。中国媒体曾在2013年报道，这种饮料在销量上超过可口可乐，最终成为中国罐装饮料市场的领军者。





英格兰“二次退欧”



中国的“段子手”写到：“原来人们口中一直说的英国脱欧是指退出欧洲杯啊……”——2016年欧洲杯足球赛争夺进入8强的最后一场比赛中，英格兰队以1比2被冰岛队淘汰，大爆冷门。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

metaphor 隐喻；比喻说法['metəfə; -fɔː]

banana republic 香蕉共和国（指中、南美洲发展中国家）

penalty 点球；罚金；处罚['pen(ə)ltɪ]

equalizer 扳平一球['i:kwəlaizə]

throw-in 界外球

unimaginative 缺乏想象力的；无趣的[ʌnɪ'mædʒɪnətɪv]

tabloid 小报；药片['tæblɔɪd]

caricature 漫画；讽刺画'kærɪkətjʊə; 'kærɪkətʃɔː]

free-kick 任意球

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分11秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分35秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分16秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分8秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





England suffer second exit from Europe （688 words）

By Simon Kuper

-----------------------------------------------------

For decades the England football team has provided some of the best metaphors for national decline, but never has their timing been better than Monday night in Nice. While financial markets continued selling off British assets, and Westminster came to resemble a banana republic from a comic opera, England made their second exit from Europe in four days against a country with just 330,000 inhabitants. Nobody on social media could think up a joke that was as funny as the reality.

England began well. Wayne Rooney netted a penalty only four minutes into the game, after Raheem Sterling collided with Iceland’s keeper Hannes Halldorsson. However, the nation’s new tendency to shoot itself in the foot was rolled out just two minutes later. Iceland’s equaliser was foretold, because they had scored an almost identical goal in their last match against Austria: captain Aron Gunnarsson takes a long throw-in, Kari Arnason heads it on and someone else shoots home. Yet England fell for it, and this time Ragnar Sigurdsson netted. Twelve minutes later Iceland went ahead when Kolbeinn Sigthorsson slipped easily between an immobile Gary Cahill and Chris Smalling, and put in a soft shot. Keeper Joe Hart, who has had a disastrous tournament, got his left hand to it but the ball trickled on into the net.

For the rest of the match, England hardly managed to put Iceland under pressure. The passing was not merely unimaginative — that we had come to expect — but lacking in the most elementary competence. By contrast, the Icelanders do the basics right. They play their familiar 4-4-2, keep just the right distances between players, run and tackle hard, make few mistakes and are now unbeaten in four games here. The hot Nice stadium echoed to the “Hu!” of their assembled fans.

Still, to be eliminated by this tiny country with no star players was England’s most embarrassing result since losing to the US in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, at the World Cup 1950. From the moment Iceland’s second goal went in, you could see the haunted looks in English players’ eyes. They began to panic and rush their passing, probably already imagining the next morning’s tabloid headlines.

Each England player became a caricature of himself. Sterling allied pace with a total lack of vision, always managing to receive the ball looking the wrong way. Rooney, playing his 115th international and one of his worst, has lost all acceleration and passed with unusual inaccuracy. When Jack Wilshere joined him in midfield, they looked like a pair of middle-aged men. Any shot at Hart is currently dangerous, and his laborious efforts to put the ball into play take the surprise out of England’s build-ups.

Cahill has the guardsman’s build of an English centre-back of the 1980s, and the touch to match. Harry Kane is a promising player who by the end of this tournament couldn’t even put a free-kick into the penalty area. Dele Alli, who dallies on the ball, might have been better off in the under-21s. But it would be cruel to continue. If there was a bright spot, it was forward Marcus Rashford who came in for Rooney in the last few minutes. Only 18, he should be part of England’s humiliations for many years to come.

England played as if the wings were forbidden territory. Their one hope was that the referee, Damir Skomina, would fall for their strikers’ utterly unconvincing dives and give a penalty. The end that almost every England fan had expected — on penalties to France in the quarter-final — was not to be.

They exited to the sound of a whole continent laughing. England’s coach Roy Hodgson resigned immediately, going the way of David Cameron. In the new national climate, his successor will presumably be another Englishman. Even the tabloids, for all their creative ability, will struggle to build up many expectations around him.

Meanwhile Iceland are just three matches from winning the Euro, though they will now face serious football nations. In the quarter-final against France on Sunday they will be supported by possibly the largest proportion of a country’s population ever to attend a football match abroad.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When did Wayne Rooney net a penalty into the game?

A. after 45 minutes

B. in overtime

C. not mentioned

D. the first 4 minutes


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not mentioned as Icelandic players’ performance for the rest of the match?

A. kept the right distances between players

B. run and tackle hard

C. shouted the “Hu!”

D. made few mistakes


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who won England in Brazil at the World Cup 1950?

A. US

B. Iceland

C. China

D. Brazil


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who resigned immediately after the 1/8 matches?

A. Prime Minister

B. England’s coach

C. Icelandic coach

D. the FIFA President


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 D. the first 4 minutes




解释：鲁尼第4分钟率先罚入点球，开始的情形对英格兰还是有利的。





[2]

 答案 C. shouted the “Hu!”




解释：场馆的欢呼声来自于粉丝。





[3]

 答案 A. US




解释：1950年6月29日世界杯小组赛美国1比0英格兰. 很多人认为，这场比赛是世界杯史上的头号冷门。





[4]

 答案 B. England’s coach




解释：宣布结果后英格兰队主帅霍奇森(Roy Hodgson)几分钟后辞职。





让中国二手市场不“low” 闲置的二手货怎样才不“low”？



如今中国的年轻一代正通过网络方式探索着更酷的二手市场。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

hand-chopping mafia 剁手党（mafia 黑手党；秘密政党）

slang 俚语；行话[slæŋ]

urge to 怂恿；激励

flea market 跳蚤市场；廉价市场

hipsters 赶时髦的人（adj. 低及臀部的）[hɪpstə]

inferior 差的；自卑的[ɪn'fɪərɪə]

hook 钩住；引上钩[hʊk] hi-fi|

high fidelity 高保真度的音响设备

authenticity 确实性；可靠性[ɔːθen'tɪsɪtɪ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分49秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分49秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分43秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分57秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





China’s young consumers discover second-hand shopping online（573words）

By Gloria Cheung

-----------------------------------------------------

Jane Zhang describes herself as part of China’s “hand-chopping mafia” — a local slang referring to shopaholics who feel the urge to sever their hands in order to stop compulsive online shopping. But recently, the 26-year-old from Tianjin has discovered a remedy for her addiction: second-hand ecommerce. “After seeing a dress I like on Taobao, I will search for the same item on Xianyu. Usually I can find a near-new one with a cheaper price,” she says.

Both sites are owned by Alibaba, the Chinese ecommerce group. Taobao is China’s largest online marketplace, while Xianyu is a digital flea market, a concept new to many Chinese shoppers. Unlike the UK where hipsters crowd into second-hand clothes shops such as those in London’s Brick Lane, in China one man’s trash is rarely regarded as another man’s treasure.

Second-hand goods are traditionally thought of as inferior in Chinese culture, although such perceptions are changing among younger, open-minded consumers in major cities.

“My mother was shocked when I told her I have sold Rmb210,000 ($31,900) worth of used goods online. She cannot imagine buying someone’s unwanted stuff,” says Shen Jiangan, a 39-year-old civil servant in Hangzhou. He uses Xianyu to trade home appliances and electronic devices. Alibaba says office workers and students under 30 are Xianyu's main users. Its transaction volume has expanded 15.6 times since 2014, with 170m items sold. Alibaba this year said that a further $15m would be invested in the platform.

Similar ventures are popping up across China. Zhuan Zhuan, developed by New York-listed 58.com, has acquired 3m users in less than a year. Kong Kong Hu, a second-hand fashion app aimed at women in their twenties, said it had raised $18m last year.

Lu Zhenwang, chief executive of Wanqing Consultancy in Shanghai, which focuses on ecommerce in China, says that Chinese millennials are changing their shopping habits. “They like to buy new things but they get bored easily, so they are constantly getting rid of old products and look for something fresh.”

Chen Weiye is the 34-year-old chief executive of Xianyu. He spent six years as product manager at Taobao and admits to a moment of doubt when the venture started. “Prestige — or the so-called “face” — is a very important factor to the Chinese consumption choices,” he explains.

To encourage users and to build trust, Xianyu came up with the concept of “fish ponds” — thousands of communities based on interest and location. Users talk to one another about hobbies and interests while making purchases.

Mr Shen says Xianyu hooked him because it offers a community that shares his love of expensive hi-fi systems. “I like to use different types of audio equipment, but it is unrealistic to buy a new set all the time.”

Ms Zhang leads a group called Thrifty Bride. Its members are eager to share pictures of their weddings and honeymoons in her “fish pond”.

“Used bridal accessories and wedding-related products sell,” she says, but notes that members still have reservations about used wedding gowns.

Kong Kong Hu has also built communities to boost transactions. Much like browsing Instagram, users are invited to “like” and “comment” on fashion items, and follow one another instead of being rushed to the checkout.

Despite the speed of growth of digital flea markets, however, Mr Lu says “there are still many problems”. Fake goods, for example, are a challenge. “There has to be a better authenticity platform to verify the products.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. what's the meaning of “hand-chopping mafia” as mentioned?

A. shopaholics

B. party members

C. netizens

D. beautiful women


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is China’s largest online marketplace?

A. Alibaba

B. Xianyu

C. Taobao

D. Jingdong


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who are Xianyu's main users as Alibaba said?

A. students under 25

B. office workers above 30

C. housewives in major cities

D. people under 30


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the resemblance between Kong Kong Hu and Xianyu as mentioned?

A. fake goods

B. built communities

C. share pictures

D. add friends


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. shopaholics




解释：shopaholic是购物狂的意思。





[2]

 答案 C. Taobao




解释：淘宝和咸鱼都为阿里巴巴集团所有，淘宝是中国最大的线上购物平台。





[3]

 答案 D. people under 30




解释：阿里巴巴表示30岁以下的学生和白领是咸鱼的主要用户。





[4]

 答案 B. built communities




解释：文章提到这些网站为了促进成交都建立了讨论社区。





热衷婚外情的员工更具创造力？



研究表明，这类员工所在的公司更善于创新.如果企业希望聘用有创造力的员工，难道就不得不接受其中一些人将来会做出不诚实之事（不只是对自己配偶）吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

adultery 外遇；通奸[ə'dʌlt(ə)rɪ]

spouses 配偶['spaʊsɪz]

widespread 普遍的，广泛的[ˈwʌɪdsprɛd]

hypothesis 假设[haɪ'pɒθɪsɪs]

integrity 正直；诚实；廉正[ɪn'tegrɪtɪ]

startling 令人吃惊的['stɑːtlɪŋ]

bribery [法]受贿；行贿['braɪbərɪ]

loophole 漏洞；枪眼['luːphəʊl]

ethical 伦理的；道德的；处方药['eθɪk(ə)l]

benchmark 基准['ben(t)ʃmɑːk]

interest rate benchmark 利率基准

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分50秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分23秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分8秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分5秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Adultery, rule-breaking and creativity often go together（659words）

By Michael Skapinker

-----------------------------------------------------

The hacking last year of the Ashley Madison adultery site caused embarrassment to millions. But for business school academics at Tulane and Michigan State universities, the hacked data presented a research opportunity: how many of the site’s customers used their work email addresses and what did this say about the companies that employed them?

The researchers looked beyond the people who had inactive Ashley Madison accounts. Someone else could have registered them as a joke.

Instead, they examined those who had actively used their accounts between 2002 and 2014 — buying credits to send messages, start chat sessions or send virtual gifts.

They found 47,000 people who had used their work email addresses on the site. The practice was not widespread. At those companies where people had used a work address, the number who had done so averaged only 5.4.

But, the researchers said, “our hypothesis is that these accounts are the tip of the proverbial iceberg . . . They provide a (potentially noisy) signal of cultures that are ‘lax’.” These are companies, they said, that did not “emphasise integrity”.

In their paper “Fifty Shades of Corporate Culture”, the researchers looked at some characteristics of the companies where these risk-takers worked. The results were startling.

The companies with would-be adulterers were more likely to have been disciplined by the US Securities and Exchange Commission for accounting irregularities.

They had a higher record of being involved in bribery and fraud scandals, tax disputes, human rights violations and product quality problems.

Except this wasn’t the only set of findings. The companies employing Ashley Madison members also appeared to be more inventive and creative. They had made more successful patent applications, and those patents had covered a wider range of technologies. The companies tended to be in high-growth sectors.

The researchers suggested that the two sets of findings were perfectly compatible. Rule-breaking and creativity often went together.

“Creative thinkers are able to find creative, but potentially unethical loopholes to solve difficult problems, and they are able to invent creative rationalisations for dishonest behaviour,” they wrote.

The researchers accepted that there were creative and inventive people who were scrupulously ethical. But theirs was not the only study showing a link between creativity and dishonest behaviour. Other researchers had found the same.

“Our results suggest that there is a trade-off between an ethical, rules-driven, process-oriented culture and a culture that encourages innovation and risk-taking,” they wrote.

At a time when companies’ ethical behaviour is under particular scrutiny, these are uncomfortable conclusions. Do companies have to accept that, if they want to employ creative people, some of them are going to cheat, and not only on their spouses?

The problem with this acceptance of rule-breaking is that we have seen where it leads. It is not just about creativity. Unethical staff can damage companies.

Look at Volkswagen, where a reputation for probity has been shredded by employees who were creative with diesel emission tests.

Look at the banks that have been laid low by traders manipulating interest rate benchmarks. And look at Enron, a company apparently entirely devoted to risk-taking that was destroyed by it. Some may be bristling at these examples. These were not instances of creativity but of criminality. There are plenty of creative companies where people manage to come up with bright ideas without breaking the law or offending anyone’s moral code.

This is true, but the Michigan State/Tulane research shows that cheaters often prosper. If you run a company of cheaters, you may succeed, but your luck will not last for ever, as the examples above show.

Honest corporate leaders who employ creative people but don’t want to destroy the company need to be alert to how far their rule-breakers are likely to go and when they need to rein them back.

As with all effective management, that means learning and relearning every corner of the business. Constantly repeating the rules is not enough. Risk takers — and adulterers — pay no attention to that.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the Ashley Madison in the first paragraph?

A. an adultery site

B. a business school

C. an old research

D. a famous hacker


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of Ashley Madison accounts are for the research?

A. loyal

B. quiet

C. inactive

D. original


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What are more likely to appear for Ashley Madison members?

A. product quality problems

B. more inventive

C. have patent applications

D. all of them


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which company has suffered scandals about emission tests?

A. Ford

B. Volkswagen

C. Honda

D. Enron


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. an adultery site




解释：Ashley Madison是去年遭黑客攻击的婚外情网站。





[2]

 答案 C. inactive




解释：研究人员研究了那些2002至2014年期间表现活跃的账户——购买点数以发送信息、发起聊天会话或者赠送虚拟礼物。





[3]

 答案 D. all of them




解释：有婚外情倾向的员工所在的公司，更有可能存在会计违规行为，但是同时似乎也更善于创新、更富创造力。打破成规与创造力通常相伴相随。





[4]

 答案 B. Volkswagen




解释：文章提到大众汽车(Volkswagen)，其诚信的名声已被那些在柴油车排放测试方面有创造力的员工撕得粉碎。





为咖啡致癌平反



全球咖啡爱好者可以放心了，世界卫生组织6月最新的评估报告修正了过去关于咖啡致癌的警告——致癌的不是咖啡，而是过热的温度。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

brew 酿酒；啤酒[bruː]

affiliated 附属的；有关连的[ə'fɪlɪeɪtɪd]

oesophageal [解剖] 食管的[i:,sɔfə'dʒi:əl]

outrage 愤慨；暴行；侮辱['aʊtreɪdʒ]

carcinogen 致癌物质[kɑː'sɪnədʒ(ə)n]

bladder cancer 膀胱癌

antioxidant [助剂] 抗氧化剂[æntɪ'ɒksɪd(ə)nt]

reclassification 重新分类；再次分级[ri:,klæsifi'keiʃən]

pancreas [解剖] 胰腺['pæŋkrɪəs]

uterus [解剖] 子宫['juːt(ə)rəs]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分41秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分11秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分16秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分47秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Scientists backtrack on coffee cancer claims（478words）

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu, Consumer Industries Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

Coffee drinkers can relax — just as long as they do not drink their brew while it is very hot.

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has said that there is no evidence that coffee causes cancer and that the drink may even help protect against some types of the disease, in a reversal of its previous stance.

However, in an assessment released on Wednesday, the UN-affiliated agency warned against drinking “very hot” beverages of any kind — defined as those with temperatures above 65 degrees centigrade.

Christopher Wild, director of the Lyon-based IARC, said: “Drinking very hot beverages is one probable cause of oesophageal cancer and it is the temperature, rather than the drinks themselves, that appears to be responsible.”

The IARC caused outrage in the meat industry last year by saying that processed meat was a carcinogen. The agency’s earlier classification of coffee in 1991 stated that the drink was “possibly” carcinogenic and could increase the risk of bladder cancer. There have since been numerous studies contradicting that conclusion.

The IARC said its current assessment was based on 1,000 studies, which was a much larger review-base than was available to it in 1991.

The agency said on Wednesday that drinking coffee “exhibited strong antioxidant effects” and had no carcinogenic effects for cancers of the pancreas, breast and prostate. It added that the beverage reduced the risk of liver cancer and a cancer in the lining of the uterus.

For more than 20 other cancers, there was not enough evidence to draw a conclusion. Nestlé, the world’s biggest coffee producer, which owns Nescafe and Nespresso, said it welcomed the reclassification.

The National Coffee Association, representing the US coffee industry, said the IARC’s latest assessment “confirms evidence from an avalanche of studies by highly respected and independent scientists.”

Bill Murray, president of the association said: “Separate analysis, from Harvard University among others, suggests that coffee drinkers live longer than non-coffee drinkers.”

“This amazing beverage may actually help lower the risk of many different cancers and drinking between one and five cups a day is associated with lower rates of heart disease, neurological disorders and liver disease.”

However, the IARC said it could not prove that coffee was “safe”. It could only conclude that existing scientific data supported the theory that coffee was unlikely to cause certain cancers. The studies it reviewed did not distinguish between different kinds of coffee or ways of preparing it, so it was not possible to conclude whether any type was healthier than others.

Drinking beverages at scalding temperatures can create tumours, according to the agency. A “biological plausibility exists for an association between very hot beverages and cell injury,” the IARC said.

Oesophageal cancer is the eighth most common type in the world, accounting for 5 per cent of cancer deaths worldwide. The proportion triggered by very hot beverages is not known.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of beverages above 65 degrees centigrade may cause cancer?

A. coffee

B. tea

C. wine

D. any kind


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What kind of cancers could be caused by very hot beverages from IARC?

A. bladder cancer

B. stomach cancer

C. oesophageal cancer

D. oral cancer


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What was a carcinogen in the meat industry as IARC said?

A. raw meat

B. fried meat

C. processed meat

D. pork braised in brown sauce


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How many cups of coffee are advocated within a day by the president Bill?

A. none

B. under 5 cups

C. more than 5 cups

D. unlimited just with milk


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 D. any kind




解释：65摄氏度以上的饮品都容易致癌。





[2]

 答案 C. oesophageal cancer




解释：oral cancer是口腔癌，过热的饮品容易导致食道癌。





[3]

 答案 C. processed meat




解释：去年，市卫组织表示加工肉为一级致癌物，这一言论激怒了相关行业。





[4]

 答案 B. under 5 cups




解释：Bill表示，一天喝1到5杯的咖啡可以减少罹患一些种类癌症的风险。
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优步送客还送餐







中国烟民终于减少？







想来应聘？先把这盘游戏打了







超酷！劳斯莱斯首款无人车亮相







迪士尼公园的中国风







马云：有的假货质量比正品还好







亚洲金融从业者最幸福







还不起钱怎么办？还白酒啊！







旅途必备







实体书还有市场吗？







一直坐着是运动吗？







机器人终结真人对话？







投资新选择：科学化的赌博？！







功能手机和智能手机的较量







厨神难当







富二代喜欢去哪玩？







优步送客还送餐



在线食品外卖现在正炙手可热，Just Eat和Deliveroo这样的送餐公司有了一个新的竞争者：优步推出UberEATS服务。而且该服务目前不仅免费，还没有最低消费额。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

incumbent 在职者；现任者[ɪn'kʌmb(ə)nt]

separate 单独的 [(for v.) ˈsepəreɪt; (for adj.) ˈseprət]

courier 通讯员['kʊrɪə]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分42秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分45秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分40秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分56秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Uber launches UK food delivery service（563words）

By Lauren Fedor in London

-----------------------------------------------------

Uber has launched a food delivery service in London, in a move that is likely to put pressure on incumbents such as Just Eat and Deliveroo.

The San Francisco-based ride-hailing app that is known for disrupting the taxi industry said on Thursday that it had signed up more than 150 restaurants in central London to its new restaurant delivery app, UberEATS.

The service has already launched in 18 cities in the US, Canada, France, Australia and Singapore. “People love being able to push a button to book a car and now they can order great food with us too,” said Jo Bertram, Uber’s regional general manager in the UK. “We’ll bring lunch, treats and dinner to Londoners with the same choice, convenience and value we’re already known for.” More than 25,000 drivers are registered with Uber’s ride-hailing app in London, and the company says it has more than 1.8m customers in the capital.

UberEATS, however, is a separate app and will rely on couriers using bicycles or mopeds, rather than car drivers, to deliver restaurant orders.

The company declined to say how many couriers were registered to work for the service, but said “thousands” had signed up in London.

Like rival Deliveroo, UberEATS will take a commission from restaurants for every sale, while also charging a small fee — expected to be £2.50 in the UK — from each customer.

Unlike other services, Uber will have no minimum price for orders.

David Reynolds, an analyst at Jefferies, said UberEATS’s expansion was “discernibly bad news” for London-based Deliveroo, which runs delivery order software for restaurants and transports meals with an army of cyclists.

Many of the restaurant chains UberEATS has signed up to its service in central London — including Pho, Comptoir Libanais and Snog — already have contracts with Deliveroo. Dan Warne, Deliveroo’s UK managing director, said: “The entrance of competitors into the market shows that there’s huge demand for new approaches to food delivery in the UK. Indeed, we believe we’re creating a whole new market.”

Deliveroo operates in 40 UK cities and Mr Warne said he expected to roll out the service in more than 20 additional cities by the end of September.

“We see enormous room for further growth and innovation in this sector,” he added. In November, Deliveroo raised capital to take its total funding to about $200m, making it one of Europe’s best-funded technology start-ups. Last month, the app secured its biggest contract with PizzaExpress, signing up more than 200 of the UK restaurant chain’s locations.

Deliveroo is just one of multiple well-funded start-ups, however, in an increasingly crowded food delivery space in Europe.

One rival, the Berlin-based group Take Eat Easy, is backed by Rocket Internet, the German start-up investor that has snapped up more than €600m of equity in food delivery services across Europe and Asia.

Larger competitors include the UK’s listed Just Eat, which has a market capitalisation of close to £3bn, and Germany’s Delivery Hero, which has raised $1.4bn from investors. Both companies target the cheaper end of the takeaway market.

Data from Euromonitor show that growth in home delivery and takeaway food has outpaced that of restaurants each year since the financial crisis. Between 2009 and 2014, the UK market for take away and delivery expanded 2.7 per cent to £6.5bn, while the value of food bought in restaurants fell 5 per cent to £17.1bn.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which country’s users can use UberEATS at the first time from June?

A. US

B. UK

C. China

D. Germany


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one of the following is not true for UberEATS?

A. it need couriers using bicycles or mopeds

B. it is a separate app

C. it will rely on car drivers

D. it can bring lunch, treats and dinner to people


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the difference from UberEATS and other rivals?

A. commission from restaurants

B. small fee from each customer

C. minimum price for orders

D. means of transport


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How many UK cities will be covered by Deliveroo by the end of September?

A. 20

B. 40

C. 60

D. 200


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. UK




解释：6月送餐服务开始在伦敦推出，此前已在美国、加拿大、澳大利亚、新加坡推出。





[2]

 答案 C. it will rely on car drivers




解释：这是一款独立的app，送餐不是通过汽车司机而是通过快递员。





[3]

 答案 C. minimum price for orders




解释：UberEATS与Deliveroo, UberEATS不同的是不限制最低消费。





[4]

 答案 C. 60




解释：外卖服务平台Deliveroo现在已经覆盖了40个英国城市，预计在9月前增加20个城市，共计60.





中国烟民终于减少？



过去十年，尽管全球销量下滑了2%，中国香烟销量却攀升21%至每年2.5万亿支。而去年中国香烟销量终于出现逾20年来首次下滑。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Excise 消费税；货物税['eksaɪz]

Bucked 快乐的；疲倦的[bʌkt]

Wreathe 包围；缭绕[riːð]

Rudimentary 基本的；初步的[,ruːdɪ'ment(ə)rɪ]

Monopoly 垄断者；专卖权[mə'nɒp(ə)lɪ]

Illicit 违法的；不正当的[ɪ'lɪsɪt]

Vapour 蒸气（等于vapor）['veɪpə]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分50秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分44秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分57秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





China tobacco sales fall for first time in two decades （575words）

By Paul McClean in London and Lucy Hornby in Beijing

-----------------------------------------------------

The amount of tobacco sold in China fell last year for the first time in more than 20 years, as a government health drive and rise in excise taxes began to take effect.

China has long bucked the trend of falling tobacco volumes: in the past ten years, while worldwide sales have dropped 2 per cent, the amount of tobacco sold in China has increased 21 per cent to 2.5tn cigarettes a year.

But after rising 2.4 per cent in 2014, Chinese tobacco consumption dropped 2.4 per cent last year, the first fall since 1995, according to data from Euromonitor. This is equivalent to a drop of about 60bn cigarettes.

Despite the fall, China still accounts for 45 per cent of all cigarettes smoked worldwide. More than half of all adult men smoke, according to the World Health Organisation, and 1m a year die from tobacco-related illness.

“Given the size of the Chinese market, this decline exerted a huge impact on total volumes with the world picture worsening by more than 2 per cent to reach around 5.5tn sticks, a significant deterioration set against a virtually flat performance in 2014,” said Shane MacGuill, head of tobacco research at Euromonitor.

The fall follows a huge state-sponsored health drive designed to curb smoking rates. The Chinese government last year introduced a ban on smoking in all indoor and some outdoor public places.

Under the rules, anyone who violates the ban must pay a fine of Rmb50 (about $8), rising to Rmb200 if they do not immediately stub out their cigarette. Smokers who break the law three times can also be named and shamed on a government website. Businesses can be fined up to Rmb10,000 for failing to enforce the law on their premises.

Not long ago in China, restaurants and offices were wreathed in cigarette smoke and hotel curtains reeked. Today, as in the US and Europe, smokers are now found outdoors.

Pre-school children are also taught to approach smoking adults on the street and say “no smoking!” while restaurants, hotels and other public places have much stronger enforcement of no-smoking rules.

China had launched a number of antismoking campaigns in the past but this latest drive is far stricter. The rollout of rudimentary national health insurance made smoking a burden on the state, and the government has been forced to act.

But Beijing is also wary of hurting a precious revenue source — tobacco revenues continue to contribute healthy sums to state coffers, adding about $150bn last year, equivalent to 6.5 per cent of the annual budget income.

The China National Tobacco Corporation, a state monopoly, sells 98 per cent of all cigarettes in China. British American Tobacco has less than 1 per cent of the market.

The fall in smoking also comes on the back of an increase in excise taxes on cigarettes, which rose from 5 per cent to 11 per cent last year. In addition, the Chinese government unveiled restrictions on tobacco advertising, including a ban on adverts that target minors and on tobacco adverts in public places.

While volumes fell in China, they grew in western Europe for the first time in several years. “Economics there recovered, and switching to illicit and vapour products lessened,” said Mr MacGuill. “But recent legislation, such as the Tobacco Products Directive in Europe, is becoming increasingly common and may ensure that even modest expansion of the kind witnessed there in 2015 is a firmly historical phenomenon.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When was the last fall of Chinese tobacco consumption?

A. 1990

B. 1995

C. 2014

D. 2015


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many percent of adult men smoke in China, according to the WHO?

A. 2%

B. 45%

C. more than 50%

D. 60bn


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When did Chinese government introduce the ban on smoking in all indoor and some outdoor public places?

A. 2014

B. 2016

C. 2015

D. 2002


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Where did tobacco volumes grow firstly in 2015?

A. Western Europe

B. US

C. Australia

D. Eastern Europe


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. 1995




解释：上一次下降还是在1995年。





[2]

 答案 C. more than 50%




解释：中国逾半数成年男子吸烟，每年有100万人死于与香烟有关的疾病。





[3]

 答案 C. 2015




解释：去年（2015）政府禁止所有室内公共场所和部分室外公共场所的吸烟行为。





[4]

 答案 A. Western Europe




解释：香烟在华销量下滑，在西欧却出现了几年来的首次增长。





想来应聘？先把这盘游戏打了



为了招聘到更具多元化的人才，许多优秀企业已经在招聘环节尝试做出改变，招聘流程“游戏化”的可贵在于，可以消除很多偏见与不公。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

reflex 反应能力['riːfleks]

notwithstanding 尽管[nɒtwɪð'stændɪŋ; -wɪθ-]

Scrap 取消[skræp]

Ernst & Young 安永会计师事务所

Endlessly 不断地；无穷尽地['ɛndləsli]

Homogenous 同质的；同类的[hə'mɒdʒɪnəs]

Standardize 使…符合标准['stændədaiz]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 5分32秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分47秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 2分25秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分11秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Recruiters’ use of video games is a fad worth fighting for （718words）

By Sarah O’Connor

-----------------------------------------------------

“What is your biggest weakness?” The first time I encountered this classic interview question I was about 20 and I had no idea how to handle it. “I’m really bad at turning up on time for things,” I replied, which had the virtue of being true. The interviewer, frowning, drew a careful X on his clipboard.

The lesson I learnt is that persuading someone to hire you is like playing a game: there are rules and you need to find out what they are.

Some employers are now taking this idea to extremes by designing games for job candidates to play.

L’Oréal, Ernst & Young, Microsoft and Deutsche Bank have signed up to a smartphone app called Debut that promises to let young people “fast-track the recruitment process and land roles in blue-chip companies simply by playing mobile games”.

At first glance, it is hard to see why these employers thought this was a good idea. L’Oréal’s game involves running around a maze, jumping over walls and collecting things. Deutsche Bank’s requires you to roll a ball around the corporate logo without letting it fall off the edge. Do bankers need good balance? Do product designers need good reflexes?

Even if these games were testing for the right attributes, the obvious problem is that they can be gamed. It does not take a genius to set up several user accounts with different email addresses, practise the games endlessly, then log on with their real name once they have perfected them.

It would be like having the chance to answer that “biggest weakness” question over and over again until you found a response that did not elicit a frown.

Thankfully, these companies are not foolish enough to have overlooked this. Notwithstanding the app’s hype, these mobile games are really a marketing tool rather than an alternative selection process. They are a way for employers to engage with potential job applicants who they might not otherwise reach.

“It’s not as if we’re struggling for applications, but it’s about getting the right applicants,” says Dan Richards, EY’s head of UK recruitment. He does not want to keep fishing for recruits in the small and homogenous pool of university students who go along to recruitment fairs.

In that sense, these mobile games are indicative of an important shift taking place in recruitment.

Big employers are beginning to realise they have to change the way they do things if they want more diverse workforces.

Deloitte, for example, has changed its application process so recruiters do not know where the candidates went to school or university. It is running a video game trial of its own.

Many of the biggest law firms, meanwhile, have signed up to use a “contextual recruitment product” that identifies people who might not meet standard academic requirements but have outperformed relative to their backgrounds.

For its part, EY has scrapped all academic qualifications from its entry criteria and replaced them with a set of standardised online tests. Its research shows that a good score on these tests is a better predictor of professional success than academic performance. In the first few months of the new system, one in 10 applicants who made it to the interview stage would previously have been ineligible to apply.

“Name-blind” recruitment is also gaining ground to try to combat racial bias. Academic studies in the US and UK have shown that identical job applications make more progress when they have “white-sounding” names on them. Experiments in France, Germany, Sweden and the Netherlands suggest that anonymous job applications do increase the probability that applicants from ethnic minorities are invited for interview.

The evidence is too patchy to tell whether their chances of a job offer recede again at the interview stage.

Interviews, of course, are the final frontier in this battle to diversify recruitment. This is the stage where racial discrimination can creep back in. It is also where those candidates with polish and practice can still outgun the rest.

Employers will have to tackle this challenge next. “Gamification” is easy to dismiss as a passing fad involving online play. Yet in its broadest sense, it is something well worth fighting for: an attempt to make recruitment the sort of game where the playing field is level and everyone knows the rules.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why did those employers take use of video games?

A. to relax

B. to cater to customers

C. to get more diverse workforce

D. to establish corporate image


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which company has changed its application process that recruiters do not know where the candidates went to school or university?

A. Deloitte

B. EY

C. Microsoft

D. Deutsche Bank


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which kind of company has take use of “contextual recruitment product” that identifies people who might not meet standard academic requirements but have outperformed relative to their backgrounds?

A. banks

B. audit firms

C. software firms

D. law firms


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which company has scrapped all academic qualifications from its entry criteria?

A. EY

B. Deloitte

C. Microsoft

D. Deutsche Bank


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. to get more diverse workforce




解释：文中多次提到，企业想要多元化的劳动力就必须改变以往的招聘方式。





[2]

 答案 A. Deloitte




解释：文中提到，德勤采用了这种方式。





[3]

 答案 D. law firms




解释：一些律师事务所在招聘时会辨识求职者在其领域的突出能力而非仅仅是学术背景。





[4]

 答案 A. EY




解释：安永取消了所有学位证书的限制，而采取了一系列标准化的网上测试。





超酷！劳斯莱斯首款无人车亮相



这款车的官方代号为103EX，是劳斯莱斯品牌诞生以来推出的首款真正意义上的纯概念车型。用现在的审美和常识来看，这款车的造型可以用怪异来形容，但劳斯莱斯告诉世人：这将是未来百年豪华轿车的发展趋势。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

unveil 揭开；揭幕[ʌn'veɪl]

Glimps 一瞥，一看[glɪm(p)s]

Bespoke 定做的；预定的[bɪ'spəʊk]

chauffeur 司机['ʃəʊfə; ʃəʊ'fɜː]

utilitarian 功利的[jʊ,tɪlɪ'teərɪən]

sanctuary 避难所['sæŋ(k)tjʊərɪ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分0秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分22秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分24秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Rolls-Royce unveils its first driverless car（505words）

By Peter Campbell, Motor Industry Correspondent

-----------------------------------------------------

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars on Thursday unveiled its first driverless car, with a “vision vehicle” it hopes will cast a glimpse into the future of luxury transport.

With no steering wheel, a door on one side only and a virtual assistant that can book hotels or advise on your wardrobe selection, the car marks a different direction for a super-luxury marque.

Several carmakers have revealed plans for self-driving vehicles. But Rolls-Royce said its customers, who pay as much as £1m for a bespoke, hand-built model, will still demand a luxurious riding experience in an era where everyone will be chauffeured by robots.

“In 25 years from now, when you see commoditised bubbles as cars, there will be our customers who are used to sitting in something that is luxury,” said Torsten Müller-Ötvös, chief executive of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars.

The design, over a year in the making, is a rejection of “utilitarian and bland future modes of mobility”, he added.

The driverless car, called the 103EX, was unveiled in London at a centenary celebration for BMW, the German carmaker that owns Rolls-Royce. The car shown by the company is a working model, capable of a top speed of 3mph and driven by an operator using a mobile phone.

Gone is the 12-cylinder engine that sits under the hood of Rolls-Royces of today.

The new car is meant to have zero emissions — although the company admitted it has no idea what will power the vehicle when it enters production in the late 2040s.

“We are currently assuming it will be electric”, Mr Müller-Ötvös said.

The door, which will be on one side only, includes a laser projector that will cast a virtual red carpet on to the floor spreading away from the vehicle to create a “grand arrival”.

But patrons of the car will also be saved the indignity of clambering out.

An opening roof, modelled on the clam shell in the Botticelli painting “The birth of Venus”, would allow passengers to stand up and step out of the car.

Chief designer Giles Taylor said: “You won’t have to duck and tuck any more.”

Inside, in an area called the “grand sanctuary”, a silk sofa sits opposite a 1.5 metre screen that can be used for watching films — or can become transparent to reveal the surroundings.

But not every aspect of Rolls-Royce’s current models has been thrown out of the virtual window.

The radiator on the front of the car, and the iconic Winged Lady on the front, will remain “for as long the company exists”.

And despite having no engine, it will also be the length of a current Rolls-Royce Phantom — just shy of six metres.

Where the 12-cylinder engine once lay will be a luggage compartment, which Rolls-Royce designed after consulting the concierge at London’s Dorchester hotel.

The bags will eject automatically when the car is stopped, leaving at hand height to allow the porter to whisk them away to the waiting suite.

“Most Rolls-Royce customers never touch their luggage”, Mr Müller-Ötvös said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one of the following is not true for the 103EX?

A. with 12-cylinder engine

B. a door on one side only

C. a virtual assistant

D. with no steering wheel


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How long have BMW been in the business?

A. 50 years

B. 200 years

C. 100 years

D. not mentioned


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the model of 103EX ‘s opening roof?

A. a photograph

B. a painting

C. a movie

D. the first car of BMW


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What will happen to luggage compartment when the car is stopped?

A. eject automatically

B. call for the porters

C. connect with Dorchester hotel

D. show movies


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. with 12-cylinder engine




解释：103EX没有方向盘，为它提供动力的并非是传统的12缸发动机，而是位于轮毂中或汽车地板下的电动机。





[2]

 答案 C. 100 years




解释：劳斯莱斯在母公司宝马成立100周年纪念活动上展示了这款“终极概念车”。





[3]

 答案 B. a painting




解释：开放的屋顶灵感来源于一幅画，是波提切利（文艺复兴早期的著名意大利画家）的作品“The birth of Venus”（ 维纳斯的诞生）。





[4]

 答案 A. eject automatically




解释：103EX行李箱在设计时咨询了英国伦敦多尔切斯特宾馆的服务员。停车后行李能自动弹出来，方便服务员取出行李，因为大多数劳斯莱斯客户不会自己动手取行李。





迪士尼公园的中国风



尽管公园还是保留了城堡，但是，它也是世界上最高的迪士尼宫殿，顶端有一朵牡丹花，那是上海的象征。漫步花园，还可看到迪士尼卡通人物形象的中国十二生肖动物。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

collaboration 合作；勾结；通敌[kəlæbə'reɪʃn]

authentically 确实地；可靠地[ɔ'θɛntɪkli]

privilege 特权；优待；基本权利[ˈprɪvəlɪdʒ]

negotiation 谈判[nɪgəʊʃɪ'eɪʃ(ə)n]

culmination 顶点；高潮[kʌlmɪ'neɪʃ(ə)n]

immersive 沉浸式的；身临其境的[ɪ'mɝsɪv]

prestigious 有名望的；享有声望的[pre'stɪdʒəs]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分36秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分34秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分38秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Disney’s Iger emphasises ‘great respect’ for Chinese hosts （387words）

By Charles Clover in Shanghai

-----------------------------------------------------

Disney chairman Bob Iger emphasised his “great respect” and collaboration with Chinese officials as he prepared to open the company’s new Shanghai theme park, which receives its first guests on Thursday.

The theme park would be “authentically Disney, distinctly Chinese”, aimed at bringing the Disney brand to China with a concession to local tastes, he said.

“We also recognise that we are invited guests in China,” Mr Iger said. “It’s a privilege to be here, so we need to show great respect for the people and culture.”

The launch of Disney’s Shanghai theme park will be the culmination of 17 years of negotiations aimed at connecting the world’s largest entertainment company to the world’s largest market.

Disney already has several hit movies in China — Zootopia, the cartoon hit, has made $235m in China since its release on the mainland — but Mr Iger said the theme park would be critical for the company’s profile in the world’s largest market.

“We have benefited from the recent success of some of our movies in China. But nothing connects to our brands like a theme park,” said Mr Iger. “It is immersive, to hear, see and live in the stories.”

Throughout his speech, Mr Iger made reference to the collaboration Disney has made with its Chinese hosts aimed at smoothing the way for the largest single cross-border entertainment deal in China’s history.

Much as Disney adapted its Paris theme park to include French references, the Shanghai park has replaced some traditional elements — while others have remained.

China wanted an impressive, prestigious Disney park, said one person with knowledge of the negotiations. He said that the main castle had been kept in the traditional Disney style, which is modelled on a German castle, at the insistence of the Chinese.

But it is also the tallest Disney palace in the world and topped by a peony flower, the symbol of Shanghai. A stroll through its gardens also displays the 12 animals of the Chinese Zodiac represented by Disney characters.

Instead of a Space Mountain, Disney installed a Tron Light Cycle rollercoaster to suit Chinese tastes, said the representative.

Thoroughfares have been widened to accommodate larger family groups. “When Chinese families come to Disney they come with both sets of grandparents; we need to make allowances for that,” said a company representative.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When did the new Shanghai Disney park receive its first guests?

A. Tuesday

B. Thursday

C. Sunday

D. Wednesday


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How long did the negotiation last between Disney Park and China?

A. 7years

B. 5years

C. not mentioned

D. 17 years


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What did Disney benefit from n the last few years as its chairman said?

A. theme parks

B. 3D technology

C. movies

D. acquisitions


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is architectural style of the main castle in Shanghai theme park?

A. German castle

B. French castle

C. Chines palace

D. windsor castle


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. Thursday




解释：该主题公园在周四迎来首批客人。





[2]

 答案 D. 17 years




解释：迪士尼上海主题公园的开幕，标志着17年的谈判修成正果，全球最大的娱乐公司终于进入全球最大的市场。





[3]

 答案 C. movies




解释：迪士尼(Disney)董事长鲍勃·伊格尔表示：我们受益于近期一些电影在中国取得的票房成功。





[4]

 答案 A. German castle




解释：在中方的坚持下，公园的主城堡保留了以德国城堡为蓝本的迪士尼传统风格。





马云：有的假货质量比正品还好



阿里巴巴(Alibaba)创始人马云(Jack Ma)表示，如今许多假货的质量比正品还好: “它们在相同的工厂生产，采用相同的原材料，只不过没有用自己的品牌”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

counterfeit 假冒的，伪造的['kaʊntəfɪt; -fiːt]

infuriate 狂怒的[ɪn'fjʊərɪeɪt]

knock-offs 假货

OEM 代工厂(O-Original Equipment Manufacturing)

riposte 还击；机敏的回答[rɪ'pɒst]

stunned 受惊的[stʌnd]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分27秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分10秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分59秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分2秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Alibaba’s Jack Ma says fakes are better than originals （627words）

By Charles Clover in Hangzhou

-----------------------------------------------------

Many counterfeit goods are now of better quality than the genuine articles, Alibaba founder Jack Ma has said in comments set to infuriate luxury goods makers who accuse the Chinese ecommerce group of profiting from the sale of knock-offs.

“We have to protect [intellectual property], we have to do everything to stop the fake products, but OEMs are making better products at a better price,” Mr Ma said, referring to original equipment manufacturers that typically make products for branded sellers.

“The problem is the fake products today are of better quality and better price than the real names,” he said during a speech on Tuesday at Alibaba’s headquarters in Hangzhou. “They are exactly the [same] factories, exactly the same raw materials but they do not use the names.”

The remarks were an apparent riposte to longstanding criticism that Alibaba has tolerated the sale of counterfeit goods on platforms such as Taobao. Mr Ma called on brands to accept that the “way of doing business has [been] changed” by the internet, creating new opportunities for Chinese factories that have traditionally supplied the likes of Apple and Louis Vuitton.

LVMH, the luxury group controlled by Bernard Arnault, and Kering, the Paris-based luxury group that includes brands such as Gucci, Bottega Veneta and Saint Laurent, both declined to comment on Mr Ma’s remarks. But the founder of one Italian luxury goods company said: “I am stunned by his comments.” He declined to be named.

Last year Kering launched a lawsuit against the Chinese ecommerce group, alleging that it encouraged and profited from the sale of knock-offs on its platforms.

In May, Alibaba was suspended from the International Anticounterfeiting Coalition, a watchdog for the retail industry, over similar concerns about knock-offs.

Mr Ma also delivered another message to western luxury brands that have suffered a fall off in demand in China: that Chinese manufacturers are growing impatient with a global division of labour in which they make high-quality goods only to see much of the money pocketed by brand owners.

Instead, Chinese producers were looking for ways to make their own products and sell them directly to consumers, using the internet for marketing, he said.

“The way of doing business has changed for the brands. It’s not the fake products, its not the IP that is destroying them. It’s the new business model that’s revolutionised the whole world,” said Mr Ma.

Chinese regulators have periodically probed Alibaba’s counterfeit problems but Mr Ma said he was confident the company’s economic importance insulated it from severe treatment.

“You can’t stop Alibaba for two hours otherwise it’s going to be a disaster for China. You can stop Tencent for two days, you can stop Baidu for two weeks and everything will still be OK,” he said referring to Alibaba’s two closest competitors.

In April 2015, Alibaba launched a programme to help Chinese factories develop their own brands dubbed “Zhongguozhizao” or “Quality made in China” in an effort to discourage them from producing counterfeits.

Following Mr Ma’s speech on Tuesday, Alibaba released a further statement by the company founder saying that his remarks were not intended as a defence of counterfeiters. “This is simply my observation of the issues facing brands and OEMs. Counterfeiting is not a quality problem; counterfeiting is an intellectual property problem.

Mr Ma’s comments came as his New York-listed group said it expected 2017 revenues to grow 48 per cent year on year, buoyed by recent acquisitions of video site Youku Tudou and Asian ecommerce business Lazada.

Alibaba added that it expected to nearly double transaction volumes to more than $900bn by 2020. Mr Ma said he expected Alibaba to become the “fifth largest global economy” after Japan by 2020, measured in the company’s total transaction volume.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the most difference between fake products with the real ones today as Jack Ma said?

A. factories

B. names

C. raw materials

D. quality


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which company’s founder feel stunned by Jack’s comments?

A. Gucci

B. Saint Laurent

C. Louis Vuitton

D. don’t mentioned


[2]
 
 
答案



3. When did Kering launch a lawsuit against Taobao about knock-offs?

A. 2014

B. 2013

C. 2015

D. 2016.5


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is Alibaba’s purpose of progtamme “Zhongguozhizao”?

A. to help Chinese factories develop their own brands

B. to solve quality problems

C. to protect intellectual property of Chinese brands

D. to protect its brand image


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. names




解释：马云在阿里巴巴位于杭州的总部表示：它们在相同的工厂生产，采用相同的原材料，只不过没有用自己的品牌名称。





[2]

 答案 D. don’t mentioned




解释：拥有古驰(Gucci)、圣罗兰(Saint Laurent)等品牌的巴黎奢侈品集团开云集团(Kering)均拒绝置评。一家意大利奢侈品企业的创始人表示：“他的言论让我吃惊。”这位创始人拒绝公开自己的名字。





[3]

 答案 C. 2015




解释：去年开云集团曾将阿里巴巴告上法庭，指控后者鼓励旗下平台上销售假货的行为并从中获利。今年5月，零售业监察机构“国际反假联盟”(IACC)出于类似的顾虑，暂停了阿里巴巴的会员资格。





[4]

 答案 A. to help Chinese factories develop their own brands




解释：马云表示，2015年4月开始的“中国制造”项目旨在帮助中国工厂发展其自己的品牌。





亚洲金融从业者最幸福



如今亚洲的90后金融从业者，既没有像欧美同行那样被大幅削减奖金、也没有像前辈那样经历过金融危机前收入的“尖峰时刻”，对未来仍抱有期望的他们，是最最容易感到幸福的人吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Credit Suisse 瑞士信贷（财富500强公司之一）

brutal 残忍的；野蛮的['bruːt(ə)l]

literally 不夸张地；简直['lɪt(ə)rəlɪ]

slashing 猛烈的；严厉的['slæʃɪŋ]

disenchantment 清醒；不抱幻想[,dɪs(ɪ)n'tʃɑːntm(ə)nt]

hefty 肌肉发达的；异常大的['heftɪ]

Deutsche Bank 德意志银行

yearn 渴望，向往[jɜːn]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分31秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分39秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分36秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分54秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Millennials sanguine over banking bonuses （548words）

By Don Weinland in Hong Kong and Laura Noonan in London

-----------------------------------------------------

Credit Suisse‘s Asia-based investment bankers were the envy of their international colleagues this season: not for them the 36 per cent bonus cut imposed on traders in London and New York after brutal losses.

The Hong Kong bankers are now sitting pretty in a newly created Asia-Pacific unit, literally and figuratively thousands of miles away from the bonus slashing that has so angered their colleagues in Credit Suisse’s Global Markets division.

Yet even at Credit Suisse there is an echo of bankers’ growing disenchantment over their pay in a market that has taken some hefty blows since the financial crisis. “Last year was a record year for our APAC business line but total compensation was more in line with an average year,” said one Asia-based Credit Suisse investment banker.

Still, Credit Suisse’s bankers are a lucky minority. Their parent company has positioned Asia at the heart of its growth strategy at a time when other international banks are been pulling back, such as Barclays’ quitting Asian equities and Royal Bank of Scotland’s reduction in its Asian business.

Total revenues for investment banking and markets in Asia Pacific fell 27 per cent in the first quarter of the year to $6.5bn, according to data from Coalition, slightly worse than the 25 per cent revenue fall across the globe. Analysts say margins in Asia could be as little as half of those in the US, so when revenue falls, pay falls faster.

European bankers were overwhelmingly unhappy with their bonuses as well, a survey by compensation firm Emolument showed.

European banks have made the most noise about their cuts — including a 17 per cent across-the-board reduction in Deutsche Bank’s bonus pool — but Emolument’s research showed that as many as 46 per cent of staff working for some US banks in Europe reported they were disappointed by their award.

A survey by recruitment group Morgan McKinley showed that 70 per cent of banking and finance professionals in Asia got a lower bonus this year than they expected, worse than the 66 per cent who got less than expected in 2015.

A separate poll, by Options Group, found that 46 per cent of Asia’s investment bankers felt their bonus expectations were met — slightly better than the 44 per cent in the US who expressed satisfaction.

Asia’s millennial bankers — who never knew the glory and excess of the ‘90s and noughties — are more easily pleased, according to Jessica Lee, executive director at Options Group in New York. “They don’t have those pre-crisis compensation comparisons,” Ms Lee said. “Based on years of data from our candidate surveys, junior people, in general, tend to be more optimistic.”

“I’ve got no idea what an amazing bonus is/was,” said a twenty-something banker at HSBC. A young investment banker working at Macquarie in Hong Kong agreed. He recalled a colleague asking: “When was the last time you remember a good annual dinner?” referring to the typical celebratory feast when bonuses are handed out.

Some senior Asian bankers still yearn for those days, and feel their market has been disproportionately hit. Others are more philosophical.

“You have to make a decision on whether you want to be here for the long term,” said one London-based banker. “If you do, there will be good years and bad years.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What happened to Credit Suisse‘s traders in London last year?

A. bonuses cut

B. created a new unit

C. envied by other colleagues

D. wages increased


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is Credit Suisse’s attitude towards Asia from article?

A. optimistic

B. pessimistic

C. undefined

D. disappointed


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What will fall faster when revenue falls in Asia?

A. bonus

B. job opportunity

C. pay

D. vacation


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who are more easily pleased as bankers?

A. senior Asian banker

B. young European banker

C. young Asian banker

D. senior American banker


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. bonuses cut




解释：2015年中，瑞士信贷公司将伦敦和纽约的投资银行部门奖金总额削减36%





[2]

 答案 A. optimistic




解释：不同于巴克莱银行（Barclays）、苏格兰皇家银行（Royal Bank of Scotland）的撤资，瑞士信贷母公司还是把亚洲作为重点发展的，因此推测其对于这一地区持乐观态度。





[3]

 答案 C. pay




解释：分析师表示，当收益下降时，（行业）工资将以更快的速度下降。





[4]

 答案 C. young Asian banker




解释：在亚洲的年轻金融从业者（90后和00后），既不像欧美同行被大幅削减奖金、也没有经历过危机之前的“黄金时期”，所以是最容易感到开心的。





还不起钱怎么办？还白酒啊！



就在中国的国有银行谋划以债转股来削减不良贷款的同时，一家陷入困境的P2P贷款平台炮制出一个更加新颖的计划：用很多中国人爱喝的白酒偿还投资者。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

debt-for-equity 债转股

novel 奇的；异常的['nɒv(ə)l]

fraud 欺骗；骗子；诡计[frɔːd]

surge 汹涌；大浪[sɜːdʒ]

firewater 烈酒，火酒，烧酒['faɪəwɔːtə]

shadow banking 影子银行（指一些提供和传统商业银行类似的金融服务的非银行中介机构(游离于银行监管体系之外)。

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分42秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分11秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分16秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分47秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Struggling Chinese P2P lender offers to repay investors with baijiu（479words）

By Ben Bland in Hong Kong

-----------------------------------------------------

While China’s state-owned banks plot debt-for-equity swaps to cut bad loans, one struggling peer-to-peer lender has brewed up a more novel plan: repaying its investors in baijiu, the popular Chinese liquor.

Chinatou.com said last week that it was no longer able to return cash to investors following the arrest of its chairman. Instead, it pledged to pay them in baijiu produced by a connected company “to minimise the loss to investors”.

The company, which is based in eastern Anhui province, owed Rmb230m ($35m) to 1,850 investors as of the middle of last month, according to Caixin, a respected Chinese business magazine.

Peer-to-peer lenders — who take in cash from investors and lend it directly to other individuals or businesses — have grown rapidly in China over the past few years. Total outstanding debt in the sector reached Rmb576bn at the end of May, according to Online Lending House, a Chinese website tracking the sector.

But the largely unregulated sector, part of the country’s bigger system of shadow banking, has been hit by a number of scandals from badly run operations to full-on frauds, such as the multibillion-dollar Ponzi scheme at a company called Ezubao.

China’s central bank and other authorities launched a wide-ranging crackdown on fraud in the internet finance sector this year, spanning everything from peer-to-peer lending to equity crowdfunding and online insurance.

The Chinese government, which has come under attack for its management of the currency and stock markets, is worried that financial scandals will threaten stability in the banking sector.

Total debt in China has jumped over the past few years, rising to 237 per cent of gross domestic product in the first quarter of this year, from 148 per cent in 2007.

The surge in credit has added to imbalances in the economy and stoked fears that bad debts will rise as economic growth continues to slow.

Zhou Qinde, the chairman of Chinatou.com, was arrested after investors complained about him this month, the Anhui province-based company said on its website.

Mr Zhou is also the chairman of the Anhui Longshu Liquor Company, whose products were offered to Chinatou.com investors in place of cash.

The peer-to-peer lender said on its website that it aspires to be the “pilot for the efficient use of private capital, the dreams of young entrepreneurs and the spring of China’s microfinance sector”.

But investors complained that their deposits were held by the company rather than lent out to third parties, according to Chinese media reports.

A story in the Beijing News, a state-controlled media outlet, warned that baijiu was a bad investment choice for investors because the value is hard to assess and it is difficult to sell. Chinese drink between 10 and 17bn litres of the grain-based liquor — sometimes dubbed “firewater” — each year and a bottle can cost from a few dollars to a few hundred thousand dollars for the best vintages.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why did the Chinatou.com pay its investors in baijiu?

A. to keep its pledge

B. to minimise the loss to investors

C. to make friends with them

D. to advertise its connected company


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Where is the company’s headquarters?

A. Anhui

B. Hebei

C. Shanghai

D. Shenzhen


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not mentioned as the supervisory target from China’s central bank and other authorities on fraud?

A. P2P lending

B. equity crowdfunding

C. online insurance

D. consulting company


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What happened to the chairman of Chinatou.com in June?

A. committed suicide

B. escaped

C. arrested

D. got a promotion


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. to minimise the loss to investors




解释：P2P网站徽融通(Chinatou.com)表示将不再有能力向投资者返还现金。它宣称将以其关联企业生产的白酒作为偿还，以"减少投资者损失"。





[2]

 答案 A. Anhui




解释：总部位于华东安徽省的该公司截至上月中旬共计欠1850名投资者2.3亿元人民币（合3500万美元）。





[3]

 答案 D. consulting company




解释：中国央行和其他监管机构发起了大范围的互联网金融打假行动，互联网金融涵盖P2P贷款、股权众筹和网上保险等多种活动，并未提到商业银行。





[4]

 答案 C. arrested




解释：徽融通主席周勤得在本月早些时候被投资人投诉后已被刑拘。





旅途必备



手机？图书？还是防晒霜？Ben Saunders是著名的极限探险家，26岁便成为单人穿越北极的第三人， 36岁又徒步完成史上距离最长的南极之旅。作为探险家，什么是他不带就不出门的？而你的旅途必不可少的又是什么？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

explorer 探险家；勘探者[ek'splɔːrə(r)]

expedition 远征；探险队[ekspɪ'dɪʃ(ə)n]

laminate 分成薄片['læmɪneɪt]

satellite phone 卫星电话

juxtapose 并列；并置[,dʒʌkstə'pəʊz]

devoid of 没有；缺乏的

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分9秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分53秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分3秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分43秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





I never leave home without …（433words）

By Ben Saunders as told to Carl Wilkinson

-----------------------------------------------------

What special items do expert travellers pack to ease their journeys? In the latest in our series, polar explorer Ben Saunders explains why he never flies without a Field Notes notebook.

On every expedition I always take a notebook made by a tiny American company called Field Notes. It’s small and made from waterproof paper, so it’s pretty rugged; I’ve been using them for about 12 years.

There is so much more to it than just a diary — the notebook becomes like a control panel for the whole expedition. In the front I have vital phone numbers, printed and laminated, from family members to satellite phone numbers for rescue aircraft. After that I’ve got all the data — each day I record latitude, longitude and the distance covered.

After all that useful stuff, there’s my diary itself. It tends to be me complaining a lot and swearing. [On the Scott expedition in 2013/4] I had Scott’s and Shackleton’s expedition diaries on a Kindle and we could juxtapose their days with ours. Their diaries were usually written as log books so they tend to be fairly devoid of emotion — they just talk about the weather and distance. It made us feel completely inadequate, complaining about feeling cold with 21st-century equipment when they had woollen jackets and hobnail boots.

A bit like a prisoner writing on a wall, I also have a tally crossing off the days until we get home. You spend months counting down the days until you get out there, then all you want is to get home.

One of the strangest things was that for nearly four months in the Antarctic we hardly had access to the internet. We could send pictures and blog posts via satellite phone and receive messages, but we weren’t surfing the net. It can drive you mad if you’re trying to think of a certain word or title of a film and can’t Google it for months.

My diary is heavily customised, but there’s one way I’d improve on it next time. There’s a Norwegian explorer called Borge Ousland who was the first to ski solo to the north pole. He always carries pressed flowers and leaves. In the polar regions you really miss living things — foliage, flowers and grass — so I’d definitely do that in future.

Ben Saunders’ expeditions include the 2013-14 Scott expedition, a 105-day round-trip to the South Pole, the first time the expedition that defeated both Scott and Shackleton had been completed. He will be speaking on June 14 at the Royal Geographical Society, London, see darewincelebrate.eventbrite.co.uk. He was speaking to Carl Wilkinson

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is the Field Notes’ headquarters?

A. US

B. UK

C. China

D. Japan


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Why did Ben call his notebook as a control panel?

A. it is a private diary

B. it contains many things necessarily

C. Ben has been kept it for a long time

D. it can be a satellite phone in case of danger


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What kind of information can’t be found on Scott’s and Shackleton’s expedition diaries?

A. weather

B. emotion

C. distance

D. direction


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What does Ben want to do in future in the polar regions?

A. ski solo

B. surf the net

C. watch a film

D. bring living things


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. US




解释：Field Notes是美国一家制作笔记本的公司，Ben已经保持记录这个习惯12年了。





[2]

 答案 B. it contains many things necessarily




解释：这不仅仅是一本日记，更记录了紧急联系人和每天探险的数据等，在关键时刻发挥重要作用。





[3]

 答案 B. emotion




解释：他们的日记更像是一种记事簿，几乎去除了对于感情的记录——只谈天气和航程。





[4]

 答案 D. bring living things




解释：在寒冷的地方，见到有生机的东西是很难得的。





实体书还有市场吗？



就算你认为实体书永远都有存在的必要，但是一年内你自己又真的买了几本呢？不管怎样，在酷爱看书的英国市场，实体书终于实现了四年里的第一次增长。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

understate 低估了[ʌndə'steɪt]

Enchanted Forest 绘本《魔法森林》

rebound 回弹[rɪ'baʊnd]

intricate 复杂的；错综的

aesthetic 美学的；审美的[iːs'θetɪk; es-]

revamp 修补；翻新[riː'væmp]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 5分55秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 3分0秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 2分34秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分15秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





UK physical book sales rise for first time in 4 years（750words）

By Robert Cookson

-----------------------------------------------------

UK sales of physical books rose for the first time in four years in 2015 on the back of the craze for adult colouring books, while ebook sales by large British publishers fell for the first time on record.

The Publishers Association said the figures showed that “those who made predictions about the death of the book may have underestimated just how much people love paper”.

Physical sales were up 0.4 per cent to £2.76bn in 2015, while digital sales fell 1.6 per cent to £554m, the first drop since the trade body started recording ebook sales seven years ago.

However, the figures do not include sales of self-published titles or those published by Amazon or certain other digital media companies, so they understate total British ebook sales.

Adult colouring books, such as Johanna Basford’s Enchanted Forest and Millie Marotta’s Animal Kingdom, helped power the rebound in physical sales.

Six of the top seven non-fiction paperbacks in 2015 were colouring books, which feature intricate designs and have been embraced by people looking to take a break from digital media.

Publishers have also boosted physical book sales by investing more money in the production values of their titles, such as the special edition of Alice In Wonderland on its 150th anniversary.

“There remains a special place in the consumer’s heart for the aesthetic pleasure that printed books can bring,” said Stephen Lotinga, chief executive of the Publishers Association.

The fall in ebook sales came after Waterstones, the UK’s biggest book retailer, revamped its sales strategy and last year decided to stop selling the Kindle, Amazon’s ereader.

The Publishers Association, whose members include HarperCollins and Penguin Random House, said the decline in ebook sales in 2015 was “too small for us to make any claims for big shifts in consumer behaviour or make predictions for what lies ahead”.

Joseph Evans, analyst at Enders, predicted that ebook sales would increase in the years ahead as a growing number of books are being made available only in digital formats. “Self-publishing is only going to get more popular among authors and more accepted by readers,” he said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When did the trade body start to record ebook sales?

A. 2005

B. 2010

C. 2008

D. 2014


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How about the actual ebook sales, comparing with the trade body’s figures?

A. identical

B. more

C. less

D. not mentioned


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What kind of books were popular among British as mentioned?

A. colouring books

B. encyclopaedias

C. dictionaries

D. detective fictions


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which book retailer r decided to stop selling the Kindle?

A. HarperCollins

B. Penguin Random House

C. Enders

D. Waterstones


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. 2008




解释：2015年电子书销量出现有记录以来的首次下滑，7年前开始正式记录。





[2]

 答案 B. more




解释：由于这个数据没有包含作者自行出版的电子书作品或亚马逊和数字媒体公司的产品，所以实际销量是比数据多的。





[3]

 答案 A. colouring books




解释：通读全文可知，去年绘本的盛行对实体书的销量回暖有重要作用。





[4]

 答案 D. Waterstones




解释：在去年调整了策略的是英国最大连锁书店的Waterstonesz。





一直坐着是运动吗？



窝在椅子上几个小时、废寝忘食地打游戏是一种运动吗？3月在卡托维兹(Katowice)开打的英雄联盟总决赛，吸引了3400万观众，或许电子竞技远比大众所想象的更值得被认真对待。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

knocked out 被麻醉；神志不清

groan 呻吟；抱怨[grəʊn]

triumphant 成功的；得意洋洋的；狂欢的[traɪ'ʌmf(ə)nt]

comfy 舒服的；（等于comfortable）['kʌmfɪ]

chipmaker 芯片制造商['tʃɪp,meɪkə]

sponsor 赞助；发起['spɒnsə]

League of Legends 英雄联盟

bizarre 奇异的[bɪ'zɑː]

doughnut 甜甜圈['dəʊnʌt]

bemusement 困惑[bi'mju:zmənt]

akin to 同类，近似

penthouse 阁楼；顶层公寓['penthaʊs]

cereal 谷类['sɪərɪəl]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 5分55秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 3分0秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 2分34秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分15秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Is it a sport if you’re sitting in a chair? （750words）

By Jonathan Margolis

-----------------------------------------------------

When Euro 2016 begins on Friday and the British teams are inevitably knocked out early, a familiar groan will be heard across the UK: why, many Brits will complain, are we still only reliably good at sports conducted sitting down, like motor racing, cycling and equestrianism.

The same will be said in August at the Olympics, when British rowers will probably do well, while the UK’s triumphant 2012 performance in standing-up sports isn’t likely to be repeated.

Like many fans of what I regard as truly physical sports, I share the views of the sceptics down the pub about games conducted essentially from a comfy chair.

I was recently talking to some folk from the chipmaker AMD at a conference when the subject of professional video gaming — surely the sitting-est of sitting pursuits — came up. I was aware that professional gaming has an estimated 300m global audience, but knew nothing about these “esports”.

AMD, it turns out, sponsors a stable of teams under the name Fnatic, and its world-beating League of Legends team in particular is widely acknowledged as the Real Madrid of gaming. The team’s five members live with their manager, coach and statistician in a “gaming house”, which sounded bizarre, remarkable and depressing all in one.

To me, along with perhaps most people over 40, the notion of computer gaming being a sport, let alone a professional one, flies in the face of pretty much everything. Surely you might as well sleep or eat Krispy Kreme doughnuts for a living?

To counter my bemusement, AMD offered a visit to the gaming house. I was dimly aware that this was an honour akin to being allowed to hang out with Ronaldo, Bale and co, except it was a bit lost on me, as I haven’t played a computer game since Caterpillar on my kids’ Atari. But soon, I was at the League of Legends house in Berlin, which is the global esports hub.

I imagined the house resembling the student flat in The Young Ones. But it was a bright seven-bedroom penthouse off the chic Kurfürstendamm more in the style of a Big Brother house.

It was early on a weekend morning, so the hum of powerful PCs was more notable than the hum of human activity. A couple of sleepy team members — one Dutch and one Korean (Koreans are the Brazilians of gaming) — were working out gently at their screens playing each other at some low-stress game.

What was hard to compute for me was that these guys, who looked like anyone’s 20-ish son eating breakfast cereal at their computer, were almost as famous as footballers, with fans in the tens of millions and earnings in six, if not quite seven, figures.

Crowds of 30,000 can gather for big games, and 40m have been known simultaneously to stream tournaments online where prize money reaches hundreds of thousands of pounds. No wonder, then, that Fnatic’s Dutchman, Fabian Diepstraten, had just appeared in Vogue’s Netherlands edition — with a full-page photo — in a feature on his nation’s rising personalities.

“When we go to KFC or McDonald’s down the street here, we do get stopped for photos by 13 to 24-year-olds. It can be quite difficult,” said Finlay Stewart, the team manager. “Our address is kept secret, but they still find us. And yes, there are groupies, although we have a house rule that only real girlfriends can come into the house.”

Brits are not famed as players, so Mr Stewart, 24, is the only one in the house, although Fnatic is a 45-employee UK business, based in Shoreditch. From Chelsea, he joined Fnatic straight out of Exeter University. Gaming doesn’t seem a bad way to cut your business teeth; Fnatic is considered the first big brand in esports, and has a growing apparel and computer hardware catalogue.

I learnt a lot about epsorts on my visit, but did I leave persuaded it’s a sport?

Well, I quite like that seven-stone weaklings can excel at it, although they can also do well at chess — or amateur radio, which, weirdly, is considered a sport in the old communist countries.

The game may be a bit too warlike for my taste, but then again chess can be quite aggressive too. In fact, any sport lacking aggression is a bit limp really.

And I admire that being a brilliant strategist is as important as wondrous hand-eye co-ordination, so I think I’ll say perhaps to esports — although I may not be streaming games just yet.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which one is not mentioned as UK’s great sport?

A. motor racing

B. esports

C. cycling

D. equestrianism


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who sponsors the LOL team Fnatic as mentioned?

A. IBM

B. ADM

C. UK government

D. CoolerMaster


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is author’s feeling to visit to the gaming house?

A. sad

B. calm

C. happy

D. whiny


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who can come into the gaming house from the rule?

A. member's big fans

B. member's same-sex friends

C. no one

D. member's real girlfriends


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. esports




解释：第一段可推测出，在电子竞技方面英国人并不那么擅长。





[2]

 答案 B. ADM




解释：ADM是Fnatic战队的主要赞助商。





[3]

 答案 C. happy




解释：作者表示尽管很久不打游戏了，但是能被邀请参观还是感到非常荣幸的。





[4]

 答案 D. member's real girlfriends




解释：根据规定只有真的女友可以进入，但还是常有粉丝找上门。





机器人终结真人对话？



或许过不了多久，我们将不再与真人对话，而开始与机器和“机器人”交谈，或者，我们谈话的对象可能是假扮成人的机器人。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

fad 时尚[fæd]

permutation 置换；组合[pɜːmjʊ'teɪʃ(ə)n]

govern 管理；支配['gʌv(ə)n]

render 实施；着色；以…回报['rendə]

obsolete 淘汰；废弃['ɒbsəliːt]

wayward 任性的；不规则的['weɪwəd]

adolescent 青春期的；未成熟的[ædə'les(ə)nt]

rogue 流氓；小淘气[rəʊg]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分12秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分28秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分28秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分52秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Fear of bots replacing human contact may prove misplaced（521words）

By Richard Waters

-----------------------------------------------------

Whatever happened to the human touch? If you believe the latest fad from the tech world, it won’t be long before we give up talking to real people and start talking instead to machines — or “bots”. Or it might be machines pretending to be people, or people pretending to be machines. The permutations of human and artificial intelligence are about to become interesting.

But if it works as advertised, we will move one step further beyond a world of direct human interaction towards a future when screens — and new ways of engaging with computer intelligence — govern much of our lives. For sheer convenience, it will be hard to resist. Less obvious is what might be lost in the process.

Facebook has just given this trend its biggest lift with the release this week of a way for companies to plug their bots into Messenger, its chat system. Want to know the weather? Ask a question and an intelligent agent will answer. Interested in buying something? Bots on hand will show you the latest offers and guide you through to the checkout.

If people take to the idea, entire call centres could be rendered obsolete. Why hold on waiting for a human when you can get an immediate response from a bot on your smartphone? The call-centre reps are operating from scripts anyway and these are interactions that could be programmed into a piece of software.

Whether the bots catch on will depend on not stretching the technology beyond its limits. Microsoft’s wayward chatbot Tay, the algorithm pretending to be an adolescent girl that started spouting racist comments on Twitter, is Exhibit A for what can go wrong. Most artificial intelligence is not very intelligent and when the main technique for training the new systems involves something called machine learning, it turns out that machines can be taught bad behaviour as well as good.

Not that the chatbots on Facebook are about to have a mind of their own and turn rogue. Most take a very limited approach to AI, using machine learning to “understand” the questions being put to them and returning largely pre-scripted answers. They try to identify a need, then draw you down a chain of conversation to a result.

Deeper levels of intelligence will also be on tap. But it is as likely to involve a human brain as one made from silicon. M, another Facebook chat service, relies on real people sitting in the background, returning answers, though to the user, it is not at all clear whether information is being generated by a person or a computer. As the machines become smarter they will take over more of the responses, eventually pushing human workers out of the loop altogether.

The prospect of another layer of human interaction being lost to technology is bound to bring a pang of regret, not to mention a wave of concern about the impact on jobs. But then, who would want to give up ATMs and go back to queueing up for a bank teller? Most people won’t mind at all when the days of call-centre queueing have receded into history.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the Messenger as mentioned?

A. Facebook’s subsidiary

B. a chat system

C. an advertisement system

D. a talking machine


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What could be rendered obsolete if people take to the idea?

A. entire call centres

B. shopping malls

C. true friends

D. bank counter


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who did chatbot Tay pretend to be in the plan?

A. an adolescent boy

B. a mature woman

C. an adolescent girl

D. an old teacher


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How to learn to “understand” the questions for most chatbots?

A. have a mind naturally

B. programming system

C. take a chance

D. machine learning


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. a chat system




解释：Messenger是Facebook开发的聊天系统。





[2]

 答案 A. entire call centres




解释：如果人类接受这一理念，所有电话服务中心将被淘汰。





[3]

 答案 C. an adolescent girl




解释：微软(Microsoft)任性的聊天机器人Tay就展现了机器人可能出现怎样的错误，这个扮成一名青春期少女的算法程序已开始在Twitter上散布种族主义言论。





[4]

 答案 D. machine learning




解释：它们利用机器学习来“理解”接收到的问题，并主要反馈预设的答案。





投资新选择：科学化的赌博？！



2005年，当美国麻省理工学院(MIT)数学系的学生发现了一种彩票的漏洞时，他们成立了一家公司专注“投资”。到那种彩票被叫停时，他们已经累计押注约1700万美元，赚到了350万美元的税前利润。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

mathematician 数学家[mæθəmə'tɪʃn]

roulette 轮盘赌[rʊ'let]

pseudonym 笔名；假名['sjuːdənɪm]

syndicate 企业联合；财团['sɪndɪkət]

blurring the line 模糊的界限

gamble 赌博；孤注一掷['gæmb(ə)l]

lottery 彩票；碰运气的事['lɒt(ə)rɪ]

loosen 放松；松开['luːs(ə)n]

folly 愚蠢；荒唐事['fɒlɪ]

dice 骰子[daɪs]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分14秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分3秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分53秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分0秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Betting and investment both require skill and luck（608words）

By Adam Kucharski

-----------------------------------------------------

When I was a PhD student, I would get emails about companies looking to hire mathematicians. Most were engineering firms or banks but occasionally something else appeared. One firm described itself as a “sports research consultancy”. Details were sparse, but it seemed to be searching for people with advanced statistical knowledge — and an interest in the gambling industry.

Scientific betting has traditionally been a secretive affair. In decades past, card counters wore disguises to avoid security, while roulette teams predicted spins with hidden computers. Top sports bettors were known by pseudonyms, if at all. Things are changing. Betting syndicates recruit openly and bring their methods to a wider audience. In the process, they are blurring the line between gambling and investing.

Sometimes it is circumstance that drives people to turn betting into a business. When maths students at Massachusetts Institute of Technology discovered a lottery loophole in 2005, they formed a company — Random Strategies Investments LLC. By the time the lottery was discontinued, they had wagered about $17m and brought in a pre-tax profit of $3.5m.

The rise of sports analytics, combined with better data and computational power, has led to the creation of companies that specialise in betting on sport. Some operate behind closed doors but others promote their mathematical and statistical expertise to outside investors. They pitch sports betting as an alternative asset class, bringing potential for income and diversification, and is paying someone to predict sports results all that different from paying a fund manager to anticipate changes in commodity or stock markets?

The sports betting market would be transformed if the US loosened its gambling laws. At present, federal law largely prohibits sports betting, in effect outlawing online gambling. But billions of dollars are wagered illegally in the US on sport and Adam Silver, commissioner of the National Basketball Association, has argued that such betting should be legalised so it can be regulated and scrutinised. Even if it seems that investment and gambling should be distinct — one driven by skill and the other by luck — the realities and regulations suggest otherwise. Take spread betting. In the UK, betting on financial markets is classed as gambling and is tax exempt. In Australia it counts as an investment and is taxed.

The relationship between flutters and finance also extends to theory. Many ideas central to financial mathematics began with betting. Wagers inspired the concepts of expected value and economic utility, and Karl Pearson, a major figure in developing statistics as a discipline, devised statistical hypothesis testing while studying dice and roulette.

Finance has also inherited many of gambling’s psychological follies. Both industries are susceptible to the “Monte Carlo fallacy”, in which people believe that a series of repeated events, such as several coin tosses coming up heads, means a change “is due”. Another shared hazard is “gambler’s ruin”, which results from people increasing their stake after a win but not lowering it after a loss. Scientific bettors work hard to avoid such fallacies. Indeed, the degree of statistical rigour employed by leading betting syndicates is higher than that of some investment funds, particularly when it comes to “back testing” potential strategies using historical data.

The boundaries between luck and skill, and gambling and investment, are not defined by industry or activity, but rather by the person playing, and who they are playing against. The scientists who cracked blackjack and roulette in the 1960s and 70s eventually moved into finance, tired of the attention from casino security. To them, the divide was superficial. Like the modern teams tackling sports betting, they just saw another market, another set of inefficiencies, and another game to be beaten.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of people were “sports research consultancy” searching for?

A. with advanced statistical knowledge

B. an interest in the gambling industry

C. mathematicians are the best

D. all of them


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What did roulette teams use to predict spins in decades past?

A. exposed computers

B. hidden computers

C. fancy dress

D. assumed name


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which country treats betting on financial markets as gambling and is tax exempt?

A. UK

B. Australia

C. USA

D. China


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What define the boundaries between luck and skill, and gambling and investment?

A. industry

B. activity

C. referee

D. the playing person and opponents


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 D. all of them




解释：将自己描述为“体育研究咨询公司”的公司当时在找的，是掌握高级统计知识并对博彩行业感兴趣的人。





[2]

 答案 B. hidden computers




解释：过去数十年，算牌手往往通过化妆来躲避赌场保安，而轮盘团队则用隐藏起来的计算机来推断轮盘最后的结果。





[3]

 答案 A. UK




解释：在英国，押注金融市场被归为赌博，享受免税。而在澳大利亚，这却被算为投资，需要纳税。





[4]

 答案 D. the playing person and opponents




解释：运气与技巧、赌博与投资的界限，并不是由行业或行为决定的，而是由行为人以及对手是谁决定的。





功能手机和智能手机的较量



智能手机能否完全取代单一通话的功能手机？而在将来，又是具有哪些功能的智能手机会使得今天的智能手机退出市场？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

outstrip 胜过；比…跑得快[aʊt'strɪp]

dwarf 变矮小[dwɔːf]

internet of things 物联网(IOT)

sensor 传感器['sensə]

appliance 器具；器械；装置[ə'plaɪəns]

phase out 使逐步淘汰

fourfold 四倍的['fɔːfəʊld]

cellular data 蜂窝数据

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分12秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分21秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分41秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分35秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Smartphone use forecast to beat feature phones this year（354words）

By Daniel Thomas, Telecoms Correspondent

-----------------------------------------------------

Smartphone use will outstrip that of more basic feature phones for the first time this year as people increasingly rely on mobile devices for their internet connection. But both will be quickly dwarfed by connections in the so-called “internet of things” in the next few years, according to new research from Ericsson, the Swedish telecoms group.

Ericsson predicts that the sensors, appliances and machines linked to the internet of things will overtake mobile phones as the largest category of connected device by 2018.

Close to 16bn of the 28bn devices connected by 2021 will be in internet of things (IoT), the company estimates, with a growing range of uses from enabling smart cities, cars and homes to mobile healthcare and diagnostics.

The number of IoT devices is projected to grow 400 per cent by 2021 in western Europe alone, driven by regulatory requirements for smart utility meters and growing demand for connected cars.

Rima Qureshi, chief strategy officer at Ericsson, said the development of 5G networks from 2020 would provide capabilities critical for IoT.

More traditional connections will continue to increase for mobile devices, although more basic phones will increasingly be phased out. Ericsson said that smartphone subscriptions will surpass those for feature phones in coming months.

By 2021, smartphone subscriptions will almost double from 3.4bn to 6.3bn, meaning that most adults on earth will have adopted some form of connected mobile device.

This will be supported by growth in Middle East and Africa in particular, where mobile broadband subscriptions will grow fourfold between 2015 and 2021. Mobile data traffic in India is predicted to grow fifteen-fold by 2021.

In a report published on Wednesday, Ericsson also pointed to the changing use of smartphones, with a particular growth in adopting devices as a means of watching television.

Ericsson found that the use of cellular data for smartphone video grew 127 per cent in just 15 months in 2014 and 2015.

The time that teenagers spend watching TV and video on a TV screen has dropped 50 per cent between 2011 and 2015, but viewing on a smartphone rose 85 per cent in that time.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When will smartphones outstrip basic feature phones from the research?

A. 2017

B. 2016

C. 2021

D. 2018


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which areas could be enabled by IOT phones?

A. smart cities

B. cars and homes

C. health care

D. all of them


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What would provide capabilities critical for IOT in the future?

A. the sensitive sensors

B. the development of IOT

C. the development of 5G networks

D. more traditional connections


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What platform do teenagers prefer to watch TV and video?

A. TV screen

B. computer

C. VR glasses

D. smartphone


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. 2016




解释：根据Ericsson（爱立信）的最新研究，智能手机的使用数量将在今年首次超过功能手机。





[2]

 答案 D. all of them




解释：文章第三段，这种手机的物联网可以延伸到各个方面。





[3]

 答案 C. the development of 5G networks




解释：爱立信的首席战略官Rima Qureshi表示，到2020年5G的发展对于物联网至关重要。





[4]

 答案 D. smartphone




解释：数据显示在手机上看视频的数量在增长，在电视屏幕上的数量在下降。





厨神难当



还记得《地狱厨房》里面那个脾气火爆、满嘴F打头、常常把选手骂到哭的顶级厨神戈登·拉姆齐（Gordon Ramsay）吗？他的米其林三星餐厅尽管味道不用说，但是大厨还是得拿出自己的主持赚钱来补贴餐厅。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

put into administration 接管

pre-tax losses 税前损失

expansion 阐述；扩张物[ɪk'spænʃ(ə)n; ek-]

depreciation 折旧；贬值[dɪ,priːʃɪ'eɪʃ(ə)n; -sɪ'eɪ-]

amortization 阻尼；分期偿还[ə,mɔːtaɪ'zeɪʃən]

eatery 小饭馆['iːtərɪ]

merit 优点，价值['merɪt]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分17秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分24秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分42秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分36秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Gordon Ramsay restaurants expect return to profit next year（360words）

By Paul McClean

-----------------------------------------------------

The Gordon Ramsay Group of restaurants is aiming to return to profit next year after several years of losses as a turnround starts to pay off.

The group, which includes 29 restaurants sharing six Michelin stars, struggled after the 2008 financial crisis, which chief executive Stuart Gillies admits “almost killed us”. Accountants were drawing up plans to put the company into administration, but it underwent a strategic review following the appointment of Mr Gillies in 2011, and its losses have fallen steadily since.

Pre-tax losses fell from £6.4m in 2013 to £2m in 2014, and accounts published on Tuesday showed losses fell again to £0.7m in the 12 months to September 2015. Mr Gillies remained confident that the company would be in profit by next year.

Gordon Ramsay Group said it was planning to open its first UK restaurants outside London, with potential sites in Manchester, Leeds and Birmingham as it sought to exploit “enormous opportunities for expansion both in the UK and around the world”.

Sales grew 12.6 per cent to £50.3m in 2015 after the group opened restaurants in Hong Kong, Singapore and Dubai. Earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation rose 41 per cent to £5.7m.

The restaurant group reported a near 90 per cent fall in pre-tax profits in 2009 and Gordon Ramsay and Chris Hutcheson, his father-in-law, injected £5m of their own money into the business to avoid administration.

The company “debranded” its restaurants as part of its turnround plan, removing Mr Ramsay’s name from the eateries “so that the teams running the restaurants could put up blinkers and focus on the DNA of each individual operation,” added Mr Gillies.

“It was a sensitive conversation when we asked Gordon to take his name off [some restaurants], but it was a move he completely agreed with. It meant we were focused on delivering quality food that would be judged solely on its merit, and not because of a wave of reputation that went with it,” said Mr Gillies.

The chief executive said the “spend per head” was much higher before the financial crisis. “But after 2008, expense accounts changed and it became ugly to spend that amount of money on a meal. We sharpened the focus, so it wasn’t about Gordon but about the market trends and needs,” he said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. How about Gordon Ramsay restaurants’ financial situation in the past several years?

A. a slight profit

B. lots of earnings

C. balance of payments

D. heavy losses


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When was the group hit so hard?

A. 2008

B. 2015

C. 2013

D. 2014


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where can you find Gordon Ramsay restaurants in UK now?

A. Manchester

B. Leeds

C. London

D. Birmingham


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why the group asked Gordon to take his name off some restaurants?

A. the market trends

B. food can be judged solely

C. request from his father-in-law

D. Gordon was quit


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. lots of earnings




解释：文章讲预计明年可以逆转财务状况实现盈利，可知前几年是亏损的。





[2]

 答案 A. 2008




解释：2008年的经济危机对餐厅的打击很大，危机后餐厅的人均消费减少。





[3]

 答案 C. London




解释：集团计划在英国开第一家伦敦以外的餐厅，所以目前只有在伦敦可以找到。





[4]

 答案 B. food can be judged solely




解释：这样做的目的是让食客通过食品品质做评判，而不是Gordon的个人声望。





富二代喜欢去哪玩？



对于中国的“富二代”和家族企业继承人来说，哪里的美景最吸引人？哪里的美食值得一试？他们的平均家庭旅游支出是多少？这篇文章给你答案。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

sophistication 复杂；诡辩[sə,fɪstɪ'keɪʃn]

high-end 高端的；高档的['haɪɛnd]

outbound 出站；驶向外国的['aʊtbaʊnd]

heir 继承人；后嗣[eə]

cohort 一群；支持者['kəʊhɔːt]

butler 男管家['bʌtlə]

remotest 遥远的（remote的最高级）

Moët Hennessy 酩悦轩尼诗（全球高档酒业巨擘）

Tibetan plateau 青藏高原

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分8秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分26秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分27秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分51秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Rich Chinese millennials favour Japan, France for luxury tourism （516words）

By Gabriel Wildau in Shanghai

-----------------------------------------------------

France and Japan are the most popular global destinations for affluent Chinese millennials who value cultural sophistication and high-end shopping, according to a report on luxury travel.

Chinese tourists spent more than $215bn on foreign travel in 2015 — 53 per cent more than the previous year — becoming the world’s largest outbound tourist group, according to the International Tourism Organization.

According to the report on affluent Chinese travellers born after 1980, the Hurun Report, which publishes the annual Hurun China Rich List, found that foodies ranked Japan highest, while France was viewed as a “shopping paradise”. Australia was the third most popular foreign destination.

The report is based on a survey of 525 young luxury travellers, defined as those who spend over Rmb200,000 ($30,400) annually on travel and tourism. More than half are second generation of a wealthy family or heirs to a family business.

“I often use the word ‘picky’, but one could also say ‘spoiled’,” said Rupert Hoogewerf, publisher of the Hurun Report. Survey respondents spend an average of $64,000 on travel per household, of which retail accounted for $33,000. Clothing, bags, watches and jewellery are the most popular items. Their average hotel budget is $470 per night. Local specialities, electronics and alcohol were less sought after.

The Chinese international travel boom has so far largely escaped the impact of the Communist party’s anti-corruption campaign, but luxury goods producers have felt the impact through slowing sales.

Wealthy young Chinese travellers want to receive travel information through WeChat, the popular mobile messaging app run by Tencent Holdings, and prefer internet-based concierge services from hotels over picking up the phone. In fact, WeChat dominates overall mobile phone usage for this cohort, ranking ahead of viewing photos and videos, browsing, email and shopping.

“It’s the combination of digital with personalisation. Travellers want butler-level service, but facilitated by a digital experience,” said Peggy Fang Roe, chief sales and marketing officer for Asia Pacific at Marriott International, which sponsored the report.

Marriott began accepting Alipay, the mobile payment service run by Alibaba Group’s financial affiliate, in its China hotels and some international locations this year. The company will open a Bulgari-branded hotel in Shanghai in 2017, adding to its existing portfolio of 91 China properties, including 21 in the luxury category.

Ms Fang Roe said that the company’s non-Chinese hotels saw a 25 per cent annual rise in Chinese travellers in the first quarter this year.

But few rich Chinese millennials participate in hotel rewards programmes, creating opportunities for luxury operators. Rewards programmes are a vital revenue driver for global hotel brands, which avoid paying commissions to online travel websites for travellers who book rooms directly from the hotel’s own website or reservation hotline.

China is a major focus for global luxury brands. China had 3.14m dollar millionaires by the end of last year, up 8 per cent from 2014, Hurun said in January.

Moët Hennessy will reveal a new high-end wine next week produced in Adong, an area perched 2,600m above sea level on the edge of the Tibetan plateau, one of the remotest places on earth.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Which country was the world’s largest outbound tourist group in 2015?

A. France

B. Japan

C. China

D. Australia


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which country was ranked highest by foodies according to the report？

A. Japan

B. France

C. Australia

D. Malaysia


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one of the following is not on the “want list” for young luxury travelers?

A. bags

B. local specialities

C. watches

D. jewellery


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Where is the origin of Moët Hennessy’s new high-end wine as mentioned?

A. France

B. China

C. Australia

D. Italy


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. China




解释：去年，中国游客的海外旅游消费超过2150亿美元，比前一年增长53%，成为全球最大出境游市场。





[2]

 答案 A. Japan




解释：在美食家看来，日本的美食最受青睐。





[3]

 答案 B. local specialities




解释：他们对地方特产、电子产品和酒类的兴趣则不那么浓厚。





[4]

 答案 B. China




解释：最后一段Adong（德钦阿东村）在青藏高原边缘。
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中国广告的种族歧视



一则中国的洗衣液广告，在西方媒体的转载之下，引发大量关于种族歧视的指控。制造商不得不改变几日前的说法，周六（5月28日）发表道歉声明。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

detergent 清洁剂；去垢剂[dɪ'tɜːdʒ(ə)nt]

withdraw 撤退；收回[wɪð'drɔː]

denounce 谴责；告发[dɪ'naʊns]

racism 种族歧视；人种偏见['reɪsɪz(ə)m]

discrimination 歧视；区别[dɪ,skrɪmɪ'neɪʃ(ə)n]

amplifying 放大的['æmpli,faiiŋ]

portrayal 描绘；画像[pɔː'treɪəl]

exploitative 剥削的；利用的[ɪk'splɒɪtətɪv]

beacon 灯塔['biːk(ə)n]

postcolonial 殖民地时期之后的[pəʊs(t)kə'ləʊnɪəl]

woo 求爱；恳求[wuː]

Jim Crow laws 《吉姆·克劳法》（泛指1876年至1965年间美国南部各州以及边境各州对有色人种实行种族隔离制度的法律。）

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分12秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分55秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分5秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分43秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Chinese company withdraws detergent advert after racism outcry （438words）

By Lucy Hornby in Beijing and agencies

-----------------------------------------------------

A Chinese detergent maker has apologised and withdrawn an advertisement that went viral worldwide for all the wrong reasons.

Shanghai Leishang Comestics’ advert for Qiaobi detergent featured a young Chinese woman popping a paint-splattered African suitor into a washing machine. The machine whirrs away and, to her delight, he emerges as a Chinese man in a sparkling white T-shirt. Picked up by social media and the international press, the commercial was denounced for its casual racism.

In a statement over the weekend, Leishang said it took responsibility for the advert’s content, saying it it strongly shunned and condemned racial discrimination, although it blamed foreign media for amplifying the controversy over the commercial, which first appeared on Chinese social media in March.

“We express our apology for the harm caused to the African people because of the spread of the ad and the over-amplification by the media,” it said. “We sincerely hope the public and the media will not over-read it.”

A company employee known only as Mr Wang had previously told The Global Times, the Chinese newspaper, that the critics were “too sensitive,” and the issue of racial discrimination never came up during the production of the video.

The unwelcome publicity undermines China’s portrayal of itself as a benevolent partner for Africa, the Caribbean and the Middle East, free of the exploitative and racist legacy of the European colonial powers.

President Xi Jinping has relaunched a diplomatic initiative that recalls China’s role as a beacon for unaligned countries during the Cold War. Respooling this reading of China as an advocate for poorer countries and an alternative to the US comes after a decade of unprecedented outbound investment in resources and infrastructure.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Chinese diplomats led by former premier Zhou Enlai prided themselves on their ties to postcolonial states in Africa and the Middle East. In the same era, Jim Crow laws in the US barred dark-skinned diplomats from hotels and golf courses, tarnishing Washington’s efforts to woo newly independent states away from allying with the Soviet Union.

The advert was also criticised on Chinese social media after it came to the world’s attention. It was aired in China for several months without comment before being picked up by expats living in China.

Its music and sequences closely resemble an Italian detergent commercial broadcast about nine years ago, but which has a different twist. In the Italian version, a put-upon women doing the laundry late at night stuffs her gawky Italian boyfriend into the washing machine and is delighted when a muscular black man emerges. “Coloured is Better” reads the tagline for Coloreria detergent.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Who showed up after the machine whirrs away in the advertisement?

A. an African man with clean clothes

B. a Chinese man with clean clothes

C. a muscular black man with clean clothes

D. a Chinese man with soiled clothes


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who were blamed by the detergent maker for amplifying the controversy over the commercial?

A. foreign media

B. Chinese social media

C. African people

D. the design company


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the China’s role for unaligned countries during the Cold War?

A. sunshine

B. space center

C. Right-hand man

D. lighthouse


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the significant difference between the advertisement and Italian version?

A. twist

B. music

C. sequences

D. production


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 B. a Chinese man with clean clothes




解释：在洗衣机嗡嗡作响之后,洗衣机里钻出的这名追求者变成了一名身着白里透亮的T恤的中国男子。





[2]

 答案 A. foreign media




解释：该公司将对这则广告争议的放大归咎于外国媒体。这则广告是今年3月首次出现在中国社交媒体上的。





[3]

 答案 D. lighthouse




解释：中国在冷战期间扮演的不结盟国家灯塔角色。





[4]

 答案 A. twist




解释：该广告的背景音乐和内容编排与大约九年前的一则意大利洗衣液广告很相似，但两者的情节转折却不同。这则为Coloreria洗衣液所做广告的结束语是“有色的更棒”（Coloured is Better)。





征税能否让人更加健康？



一些亚洲的苏打水消费大国准备给气泡水征税，以此来降低此类产品引起健康问题的概率。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

diabetes 糖尿病[,daɪə'biːtiːz]

detrimental 有害的[,detrɪ'ment(ə)l]

ramp up 加大

consistent 一致的[kən'sɪst(ə)nt]

aggregate 合计['ægrɪgət; (for v.) ˈægrɪgeɪt]

levy 征税['levɪ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 5分35秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分48秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 2分26秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分12秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Asian nations get sweet on soda taxes（721words）

By Avantik Chilkoti a in Jakarta

-----------------------------------------------------

Some of Asia’s biggest soda-guzzling nations are preparing to impose taxes on fizzy drinks, following similar moves in France, certain US states and Mexico.

The $560bn global soda industry has come under attack worldwide as doctors and policymakers fret about the mounting toll — on health as well as government coffers — of obesity and diabetes.

Many liken the threat to the industry of greater taxes and regulation with curbs on tobacco — and they could prove just as detrimental to the likes of Pepsi, Coca-Cola and other fizzy drink manufacturers.

However, while cigarette makers have mitigated the impact of regulatory burdens in the rich world by ramping up sales in emerging markets, moves in Asia suggest the war on sugar may prove more globally consistent.

Governments are looking to implement some form of sugar tax in Indonesia, India and the Philippines, where the soft drinks industry is worth an aggregate $18bn according to Euromonitor — a vast potential market still only a fifth of the size of that of western Europe.

Proposals are most advanced in the Philippines, where the House of Representatives is set to rule on introducing a 10 per cent excise tax on all sugar-sweetened drinks.

“In India and Southeast Asia the prevalence [of obesity] is lower but the increase in prevalence over the past decade in many cases is alarming,” says Bruce Lee at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Discussions are at an earlier stage in Indonesia, which scrapped a “luxury tax” on sweetened drinks in 2004, and India, where a government committee led by chief economic adviser Arvind Subramanian recommended a 40 per cent levy in December.

Drinks makers are braced for a big dent in sales if the measures go through. Mexico, which introduced a tax on sugary drinks and junk food two years ago, has become the benchmark for other emerging markets. The measures reduced sales by 12 per cent by the end of the first year and raised more than $2bn in tax receipts.

Analysts caution that any new measures in Asia could have other unwanted consequences, however, deterring investments from multinational groups that governments have been eager to attract.

Some warn that the new measures in India let domestic brands off the hook. The added duty targets aerated drinks, a category dominated by multinationals such as Pepsi and Coca-Cola; packaged juices, which are largely produced by local players such as market leader Dabur, would not be affected.

“The agenda is not transparent and my hunch is there is an element of protectionism,” says Saurabh Mukherjea at Ambit Capital, the Mumbai-based brokerage.

Coca-Cola in India has slammed the suggested taxes as detrimental to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Make in India campaign to draw foreign investors to the country, adding that the group and its bottling partners create employment for about 200,000 people.

In Indonesia, where producers are already battling slowing growth and currency volatility, the proposed taxes are expected to deal a blow to the industry. New brands such as Peruvian Big Cola have heightened competition and industry lobby groups say any additional tax would throttle the market.

“The category is still very small,” says Triyono Prijosoesilo at the Association of Indonesian Soft Drink Producers. “People change their choice of beverage easily — if they feel that a packaged tea becomes very expensive, they can switch into water or non-packaged beverages.”

Industry analysts further question whether a tax would deter sweet-toothed Indians and Indonesians who tend to add large quantities of sugar to traditional unpackaged drinks.

“Even tea in Indonesia is with sugar,” says Ade Elimin at PwC in Jakarta. “Indonesians love sugar — they like sweet drinks.

In India 70m adults have diabetes, the world’s highest number behind China.

Experts warn that the associated healthcare costs can be ruinous. World Health Organisation estimates suggest the family of a low-income Indian adult with diabetes could spend as much as 25 per cent of their income on diabetes care.

With growing evidence of the harms of sweetened food and drink, experts emphasise the importance of discouraging consumption when the industry is still fledgling — as it is in much of emerging Asia.

“There is evidence that sugar is both an acquired taste and potentially addictive,” says Mr Lee at Johns Hopkins. “It is best to act before you even acquire the habit.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why global soda industry is under attack?

A. The discrimination in recruiting.

B. The industry has bad impact to environment.

C. The price of them is too high.

D. The drinks are harmful to health.


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the influence of increased tax rate in Mexico?

A. The sales reduced 12 percent by the end of first year

B. The influence is slight

C. The sales reduced 30 percent

D. The sales increased 10pecent


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How many adults in Indonesia have diabetes?

A. 120million

B. 70million

C. 30million

D. 100million


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which factor is not true according to article?

A. Indonesians love sugar and sweet drinks

B. Sugar is both an acquired taste and potentially addictive

C. The cost of associated healthcare can be ruinous

D. The taxation can reduce the consumption of Sugar in Indonesia certainly


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 D. The drinks are harmful to health.




解释：因为健康原因苏打水制造商被口诛笔伐。





[2]

 答案 A. The sales reduced 12 percent by the end of first year




解释：在墨西哥，自从含糖饮料被征税后，销量下降了12%。





[3]

 答案 B. 70million




解释：在印尼7000万人患糖尿病，仅次于中国。





[4]

 答案 D. The taxation can reduce the consumption of Sugar in Indonesia certainly




解释：有分析家称，就算印尼人在含糖饮料的消费少了。他们也有可能加更多的糖到未包装的饮料中。





“四大”未来的招聘模式？



“四大”的福利待遇令不少毕业生心驰神往，然而是否真像预测的那样：大型审计机构将减少招聘应届毕业生？而与此同时，哪一领域的应届毕业生却越来越吃香？想进“四大”，或许本文会给你启发。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

audit 审计；[审计] 查账['ɔːdɪt]

mundane 世俗的，平凡的['mʌndeɪn; mʌn'deɪn]

entry-level 入门的；初级的

adoption 采用；收养；接受[ə'dɒpʃ(ə)n]

interrogate 审问；质问[ɪn'terəgeɪt]

“四大”：普华永道（PwC）、德勤（DTT）、毕马威（KPMG）、安永（EY）

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分1秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分22秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分24秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Technology transforms Big Four hiring practices （506words）

By Harriet Agnew

-----------------------------------------------------

The Big Four professional services firms — among the largest employers of graduates globally — are drastically rethinking their hiring practices as technology transforms the way companies are audited.

As parts of the audit process are automated, and firms embrace artificial intelligence, much of the mundane administrative work often given to entry-level employees is being eliminated. This has led to predictions of a significant fall in graduate recruitment at some of the biggest auditors.

“Over time our graduate needs are coming down,” said Steve Varley, chairman and managing partner for the UK and Ireland at EY. “We hired 650 graduates in 2010 and 1,200 graduates in 2015. Given the rate at which technology is speeding up audit, that number could drop by 50 per cent in 2020.”

At the same time, the increasing adoption of technology means graduates with skills in areas such as data analytics and computer sciences are in high demand.

Over the medium term, the hiring model of the professional services firms will change dramatically, according to Jim Peterson, a US-based accounting specialist and author. “Firms will no longer need armies of junior staff but instead will need the best algorithm design geeks in the world,” he said. “They will audit large companies with a team that can fit into a conference room, rather than occupying an entire office tower.”

As firms embrace data analytics, a big challenge is making sure they have the right balance of skills.

Adrian Stone, UK head of audit at KPMG, said: “We’re not at the stage of computers replacing people. Right now the challenge is to make sure we have the correct balance of people who will do the interpreting and people who will make sure computers are set up to interrogate properly.”

Jon Raphael, chief innovation officer at Deloitte in New York said the firm was “starting to hire more specialists to help with data analysis and data acquisition”.

The greater emphasis on technology skills means firms may have to cast the net wider during their hiring search, putting them head to head with tech groups such as Apple and Alphabet.

Stephen Griggs, managing partner of audit and risk advisory at Deloitte UK, said: “We may have to start recruiting from technology companies. In the modern world these guys will be hot talent so they will be an expensive resource.”

William Kring, a senior academic researcher at Boston University also said he expected to see “a greater emphasis on the IT background of the applicants from business schools”.

“I would expect recruiters to focus increasingly on the analytical ability of the auditors,” he said.

James Chalmers, head of assurance at PwC, which is a top three graduate employer in the UK, did not believe the number of graduates the firm hired would decrease.

“If you take the view that this is the fourth industrial revolution we think the increased adoption of technology and artificial intelligence creates opportunities around solving new and different problems,” he said. “We think that will fuel growth for the business”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What phenomenon led to predictions of a significant fall in graduate recruitment at Big Four?

A. increased cost of entry-level employees

B. unrealistic job intension

C. popularization of artificial intelligence

D. change of policy


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What could help graduates to join the Big Four as mentioned?

A. high education

B. study abroad experience

C. abundant human resources

D. with skills in data analytics computer sciences


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the big challenge, as firms embrace data analytics?

A. the right balance of skills

B. a conference room

C. shortage of design geeks

D. competition with technology companies


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Why James Chalmers did not believe the number of graduates the firm hired would decrease?

A. few companies accept the new technology

B. we are not at the stage of computers replacing people

C. technology companies control the world

D. more opportunities around solving new and different problems


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. popularization of artificial intelligence




解释：随着部分审计流程实现自动化，随着各事务所采纳人工智能技术，过去往往交由初级员工完成的单调的行政工作有很大一部分正被消除。





[2]

 答案 D. with skills in data analytics computer sciences




解释：会计师事务所越来越多地使用技术意味着，具备数据分析和计算机科学等领域技能的毕业生非常吃香。





[3]

 答案 A. the right balance of skills




解释：随着会计师事务所采用数据分析，一大挑战在于确保它们拥有搭配合适的技能。





[4]

 答案 D. more opportunities around solving new and different problems




解释：英国排名前三的毕业生雇主普华永道的James表示：“如果你认为这是第四次工业革命，那么我们认为更多地采用技术和人工智能将围绕解决新的、不同的问题创造出种种机遇，”他说，“我们认为这将促进业务增长。”





垃圾食品广告加剧儿童肥胖？



肉块碰撞时溅出的肉汁、厚重饱满的浓浓芝士、色彩斑斓的糖果、还有在唇边咯吱脆响的薯片......专家表示，即使只看过一次，孩子对广告内容展现了惊人的记忆力。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

unveiled 裸露的，公开的[,ʌn'veɪld]

ideological 意识形态的[,aɪdɪəʊ'lɒdʒɪkəl]

diabetes 糖尿病[,daɪə'biːtiːz]

Budapest 布达佩斯（匈牙利的首都）

epidemic 传染性的[epɪ'demɪk]

crackdown 镇压，取缔['krækdaʊn]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分6秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分58秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分50秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分59秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Child obsesity prompts Hunt to seek curbs on TV junk food adverts （597words）

By Jim Pickard, Henry Mance and Sarah Neville

-----------------------------------------------------

Jeremy Hunt, the health secretary, is pushing for restrictions on the advertising of junk food to children, to the alarm of broadcasters who fear this could cost them hundreds of millions of pounds a year.

Mr Hunt has pressed Downing Street to introduce the measures as part of a childhood obesity strategy, which will be unveiled within weeks.

But John Whittingdale, the culture secretary, has voiced concerns on behalf of the broadcasting industry. “Jeremy is pushing for this and John has been hesitant, that’s not his natural ideological position,” said one ally.

There is rising concern over the impact of obesity on the fragile finances of the National Health Service, with Simon Stevens, chief executive of NHS England, describing it as “the new smoking”.

Obesity costs the NHS £5.1bn a year and 40,000 deaths are linked to people being overweight or obese. Treating diabetes alone costs about 10 per cent of the NHS’s annual budget.

Health professionals are particularly worried about rising obesity among children: a third of 11-year-olds are overweight or obese, according to government figures.

David Cameron has repeatedly dismissed the idea of a new tax on sugary drinks as an intervention too far. Speaking in Budapest on Thursday, the prime minister said he would rather avoid imposing extra taxes on the industry.

But Mr Cameron insisted that the government needed to tackle an epidemic of obesity because of its impact on heart disease and cancer rates.

“I don’t really want to put new taxes on to anything but we do have to recognise that we face . . . an obesity crisis,” he said. “We do need to have a fully worked-up programme to deal with this problem.”

That programme will call for the industry to develop more alternative low-sugar products.

It is also expected to include a crackdown on the advertising of junk food on family programmes.

Since 2006, TV programmes that are disproportionately watched by children — such as Peppa Pig — cannot be accompanied by advertising for products that are high in fat, salt or sugar.

Commercial broadcasters have been lobbying against a stricter policy — in particular a total ban on junk food advertising before 9pm, which could cost them “a couple of hundred million” pounds a year in revenue, according to the Advertising Association.

Such a ban would have a particular impact on ITV, which accounts for more than two-fifths of Britain’s TV advertising sales.

Broadcasters and advertisers argue there is little evidence a total ban on junk food advertising before 9pm would reduce obesity among children. They have also said investment in TV shows would fall if the measure were introduced.

Spending on children’s television by public service broadcasters has fallen by 95 per cent since 2003, partly owing to existing advertising restrictions, according to trade body Pact.

Instead of stricter TV rules, the Advertising Association has promised to extend current limits on junk-food advertising to other outlets, such as YouTube, which it says accounts for most of marketing spending.

The government refused to comment.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is “the new smoking” hinting, as the chief executive of NHS England said?

A. obesity costs

B. bad habit

C. a new selling point

D. dispute between culture and health


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How many 11-year-olds are overweight or obese, according to government figures?

A. 10%

B. 50%

C. 90%

D. 33%


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Why Mr. Cameron insisted that the government needed to tackle an epidemic of obesity?

A. diminution of vision

B. easy to tooth decay

C. increased prevalence of heart disease and cancer

D. heavier financial burden


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one was not mentioned in food marketed by Labour’s proposal?

A. aginomoto

B. fat

C. salt

D. sugar


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. obesity costs




解释：文章第四段





[2]

 答案 D. 33%




解释：根据政府数据，三分之一的儿童有超重或肥胖症状。





[3]

 答案 C. increased prevalence of heart disease and cancer




解释：Cameron坚称政府需要解决流行的肥胖问题，因为它对心脏病和癌症发病率存在影响。





[4]

 答案 A. aginomoto




解释：aginomoto是指味精，工党去年提出限制食品中的脂肪,盐和糖的含量。





媒介会不会影响大选



社交平台的“热门话题”如何排序一直是一个争议焦点，近日，Facebook同时依靠软件和人工的做法浮出水面，但同时也引来筛选话题有政治倾向的批评。这一话题的背后，其实是对FB影响力的担心，和对“媒介会不会影响大选”这一问题的再次辩论。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

Trending Topics 热门话题

accusation 控告，指控；谴责[ækjʊ'zeɪʃ(ə)n]

algorithm 算法，运算法则['ælgərɪð(ə)m]

barometer 气压计；晴雨表[bə'rɒmɪtə]

terminology 术语学；用辞[,tɜːmɪ'nɒlədʒɪ]

prominence 突出；显著['prɒmɪnəns]

inquiry 调查；质询[ɪn'kwaɪrɪ]

implementation 实现；履行[ɪmplɪmen'teɪʃ(ə)n]

conservative 保守派，守旧者[kən'sɜːvətɪv]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分27秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分30秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分47秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分37秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Facebook makes changes to its Trending Topics team （375words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco

-----------------------------------------------------

Facebook has made changes to how its Trending Topics team functions, in response to accusation that it has previously suppressed rightwing news and views that were popular on the platform.

In a letter responding to a Republican senator’s questions about Trending Topics, Facebook wrote that it would stop using a list of top-10 media outlets as a barometer for the importance of a story and would abandon a list of a thousand sources it relied upon to identify news.

After conducting an internal investigation, the social network also pledged to institute “additional controls and oversight” around the team that oversees the algorithm compiling the list of popular stories on the site.

Facebook said it had already updated the “terminology” in its guidelines, so it no longer talks about “injecting” or “boosting” topics, but instead says “topic correction”, for rewriting headlines, and “prominence”, for deciding if a story is national or major. It has provided refresher training for all topic reviewers.

“Our investigation has revealed no evidence of systematic political bias in the selection or prominence of stories included in the Trending Topics feature,” wrote Colin Stretch, Facebook’s general counsel in the letter to Republican senator John Thune.

“At the same time, as you would expect with an inquiry of this nature, our investigation could not exclude the possibility of isolated improper actions or unintentional bias in the implementation of our guidelines or policies.”

Facebook has come under pressure to explain how the Trending Topics team works after a report in technology blog Gizmodo claimed that reviewers, meant to be objectively overseeing an algorithm, were actually encouraged to exclude conservative topics from the list.

In the letter, Mr Stretch said that Ted Cruz had been featured in the list more than 160 times, Rand Paul more than 50 times and Mitt Romney more than 40 times. But he did not give comparative figures for people to the left of these politicians.

US conservatives were enraged by the story, with senator Thune writing to demand answers in his position as the chairman of the committee on commerce, science and transportation. Several rightwing commentators also criticised the site. Mark Zuckerberg, chief executive, last week invited several prominent conservatives to Facebook to explain how the feature works.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What did FB do to respond to the questions about Trending Topics?

A. wrote a letter

B. changed team functions

C. hired robots only

D. took a legal action


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What was FB’s barometer for the importance of a story?

A. opinions of editor

B. media outlets

C. CEO’s decision

D. the number of forwarding


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Who will receive the letter from Colin Stretch, Facebook’s general counsel?

A. Republican senator John Thune

B. Republican senator Ted Cruz

C. the public

D. existing competitors


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who were invited by Zuckerberg to explain how the feature works last week?

A. radicals

B. Jacksonian Democrats

C. conservatives

D. president Obama


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. wrote a letter




解释：Facebook写了信函作为回应。





[2]

 答案 B. media outlets




解释：此前Facebook会参考其他媒体机构（media outlets）的信息进行工作。





[3]

 答案 A. Republican senator John Thune




解释：Facebook的首席法律顾问科林‧斯特雷奇（Colin Stretch）向参议员John Thune写了信函。





[4]

 答案 C. conservatives




解释：上周Facebook CEO 与保守派会面试图降低敌意。





游戏机为何没被淘汰？



人们很早就认为智能手机会抢走主机游戏的生意，而事实上，不仅主机游戏的市场份额在复苏，分析师们还预言它将迎来一个“黄金时代”，那些惊讶于主机游戏长盛不衰的人都应该试着玩一玩。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

lunatic 疯子['luːnətɪk]

underplay 不充分的表演；秘密行动[ʌndə'pleɪ]

gadget 小玩意；小器具['gædʒɪt]

commuter 通勤者[kə'mjuːtə(r)]

genre 类型；种类[ˈʒɒnrə]

epic 史诗的，叙事诗的['epɪk]

impenetrable 不能通过的；顽固的[ɪm'penɪtrəb(ə)l]

bifurcate 分叉的['baɪfəkeɪt]

spectacle 景象；场面['spektək(ə)l]

lag 落后；迟延[læg]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分49秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分22秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分7秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分5秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





How consoles survived the rise of the smartphone （657words）

By Helen Lewis

-----------------------------------------------------

In 1925, John Logie Baird wanted to convince the public that his latest invention would be a great success. Unfortunately, when he arrived at the London offices of the Daily Express, his sales pitch was quickly dismissed. “For God’s sake, go down to reception and get rid of a lunatic who’s down there,” a news editor reportedly told staff. “He says he’s got a machine for seeing by wireless.”

This illustrates our inability to predict the appeal of a medium, and particularly the problem of making a judgment without hands-on experience. “Seeing by wireless” sounds impossible — until someone shows you a television set.

And that is why anyone surprised by the continued success of console games, with a revival of market share and analysts forecasting a “golden era” — long after smartphones were supposed to have stolen their business — should try playing a few. Appreciating the difference between the experiences makes it easier to see how they can happily co-exist.

Of course, we should not underplay the explosive rise of mobile gaming. A decade ago, playing a game on the go meant buying a dedicated gadget such as the Nintendo DS or PlayStation Portable. Now commuters tap away on their phones at Candy Crush or Clash of Clans, while answering emails and checking the weather on the same device.

This year, for the first time, mobile games sales are predicted to be higher than those on consoles and PCs. But that is down to the creation of a vast new market, not the cannibalisation of an old one. Many of those playing games on their commute go home and switch on the Xbox One or PlayStation 4.

The two genres are quite distinct. Mobile games are friendlier — not least because their revenue model depends on players sticking with them. They are often free to download, making money from advertising or in-app purchases. They often tend to focus on repetitive puzzles or slow-building strategies, which lend themselves to small pockets of time and imprecise, stab by fingers.

Console games, however, need to justify the purchase of the machine itself, at about £250, and of the game, at £30. So they tend to be epic — sweeping plots, gorgeous graphics, storylines that unfold over many hours. (I have personally saved humanity at least a dozen times, and each time it looked beautiful.) They often deal with war or its peacetime substitute, sport. And they demand precision and dedication, making them almost impenetrable to anyone who did not start playing as a teen.

This brings us back to Baird and his great invention. Television did not kill the movie industry; we did not all decide there was no point going out when we could watch what we wanted at home. Instead, the mediums bifurcated: each focused on content suited to its form. Films, like console games, can do spectacle in a way smaller screens cannot. Captain America is a very different experience from Mad Men. So is Grand Theft Auto from Fruit Ninja.

That also means films and console games are open to the same criticism: their high production values are a barrier to innovation because so few companies can invest the tens of millions it takes to make them. Hollywood is dominated by the Big Six studios, themselves owned by conglomerates, and the top-grossing films of last year — Star Wars Episode VII, Jurassic World and Avengers: Age of Ultron — are all sequels. In games, the 2015 US bestseller list was topped by Call of Duty: Black Ops III (a sequel to a spin-off, no less). Minecraft was the only original title in the top 10.

Even as the console world celebrates confounding its doubters, it should reflect on this. Hollywood studios try to encourage smaller, independent films but the games industry has lagged behind. Expanding the middle of the market, the space between space operas and addictive puzzlers, should be its next big challenge. Where is the Woody Allen of console titles?

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What would replace the game consoles as people thought?

A. smartphones

B. DVDs

C. computers

D. televisions


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When mobile games sales are predicted to be higher than those on consoles and PCs firstly?

A. 2017

B. 2018

C. 2019

D. 2016


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not right about mobile games, compared with console games?

A. their revenue model depends on user agglutinant

B. they often deal with war

C. they often tend to focus on repetitive puzzles

D. they always make money from advertising or in-app purchases


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is films and console games’ same criticism, as a barrier to innovation?

A. high production values

B. advertising & publicity expenses

C. complicated making process

D. hard to swallow


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. smartphones




解释：人们很早就认为智能手机会抢走主机游戏的生意。





[2]

 答案 D. 2016




解释：今年，预计移动游戏的销量将首次超越主机游戏或电脑游戏。





[3]

 答案 B. they often deal with war




解释：移动游戏相对更友好些——主要因为其盈利模式取决于玩家的忠诚。移动游戏通常是免费下载的，其收入来源于广告或玩家购买游戏内嵌的应用程序。





[4]

 答案 A. high production values




解释：二者高昂的制作成本成为创新的障碍。





餐桌上的人口老龄化



由于人口老龄化，年轻人和老年人对肉类的喜好不同，本是世界上人均鱼类消费量最大的国家，但2006年，日本餐桌上的肉类已超过海产品。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

tuna 金枪鱼，鲔鱼['tjuːnə]

sashimi 生鱼片['sæʃɪmɪ]

capita 头数（尤指牲口）；总数['kæpɪtə]

stagnant 停滞的；不景气的['stægnənt]

commodity 货物；日用品[kə'mɒdɪtɪ]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分19秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分58秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分7秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分44秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Chinese soap opera sends obscure chemical stock soaring （447words）

By Gabriel Wildau in Hong Kong

-----------------------------------------------------

A lossmaking Chinese chemical manufacturer has seen its stock price soar due partly to its resemblance with a fictional company that features as an acquisition target in a popular television soap opera.

Shares in Shanghai-listed Guizhou Redstar Developing Co rose by the maximum 10 per cent daily limit for a third consecutive trading session on Tuesday, a testament to the speculative zeal of Chinese retail investors. Its shares remained suspended on Wednesday and Thursday.

Retail speculators were a major force behind the boom-bust cycle that rocked China’s stock market last year, during which the main index gained 60 per cent through the first roughly five months of the year before falling by 45 per cent in the subsequent nine weeks. By some estimates, retail investors account for 80 per cent of total trading volume.

“Ode to joy”, which premiered on Shanghai-based Dragon TV last month, is something like a Chinese version of “Big Bang Theory” or “Friends”. The show centres around a group of young professional women sharing the same floor of a Shanghai apartment building. A recent storyline feature Andy, a brilliant investor who has returned to Shanghai after working on Wall Street, targeting a fictional company called Redstar Group for acquisition. “You should fully consider Redstar's technological capabilities, especially in the area of 3D multimedia,” she tells employees crafting a takeover plan in episode 37.

The real-life Redstar “primarily provides barium carbonate, strontium carbonate, barium hydroxide, strontium nitrate, strontium chloride, high purity manganese sulphate and sulphur byproducts”, according to its official business description.

Guizhou Redstar's shares have also benefited from rumours in local media that Hong Kong-listed Wanda Commercial Properties was eyeing the company for use as a shell for a backdoor listing on the mainland.

In a filing after market close on Tuesday, Guizhou Redstar, which posted a net loss of Rmb190m last year, denied those rumours, saying that neither the company nor its shareholders were in discussions with Wanda. “The company . . . reminds investors to pay attention to investment risk,” it said, noting that Redstar's price/earnings ratio had reached 434.

So-called “concept stocks” — shares linked to popular investment themes used to drive interest from retail investors — played a key role in last year’s bubble and have a long history in China.

Small-cap companies are favoured targets for speculators because a relatively small amount of investment can produce sharp price movements. Some 53m shares of Redstar changed hands on Tuesday, the biggest day since the stock debuted in 2001. On November 7 2012, following US President Barack Obama’s re-election, shares in refrigerator manufacturer Aucma Co, whose Chinese name resembles the official transliteration of “Obama”, saw its shares spike 4 per cent in afternoon trade.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What kind of food fell 3 per cent last year by FAO?

A. raw and frozen tuna

B. raw and frozen salmon

C. shrimp

D. semi-finished tuna


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not mentioned as the reason of the fall in tuna imports in Japan?

A. younger generation opt for meat

B. the weaker yen

C. pollution of the sea

D. competition from salmon


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which country is the leading consumer of fish per capita now?

A. Korea

B. Singapore

C. Portugal

D. Japan


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which country’s food import ban affected the salmon market as the FAO said?

A. China

B. Brazil

C. Russia

D. Japan


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. raw and frozen tuna




解释：去年，日本生的和冷冻的金枪鱼的上市量(进口和本国渔民打捞的金枪鱼数量)下降了3%。





[2]

 答案 C. pollution of the sea




解释：文章并没有提到海洋污染。





[3]

 答案 D. Japan




解释：渔业机构的数据显示，日本仍是世界上人均鱼类消费量最大的国家，但2006年，餐桌上的肉类已超过海产品。





[4]

 答案 C. Russia




解释：文章后两段提到，是俄罗斯政府实施的食品进口禁令。





上市公司涨停因为重名《欢乐颂》？



去年亏损的贵州红星发展股价突然大涨，部分原因是其名称跟热播电视剧《欢乐颂》中作为被收购目标的虚构公司相像。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

resemblance 相似；相似之处[rɪ'zembl(ə)ns]

zeal 热情；热心[ziːl]

speculative 投机的；推测的['spekjʊlətɪv](投机者speculator)

subsequent 后来的，随后的['sʌbsɪkw(ə)nt]

Big Bang Theory 美剧《生活大爆炸》

rumour 谣言['ruːmə]

concept stock 概念股

small-cap 小资本股票，小盘股 概念股|是指具有某种特别内涵的股票。而这一内涵通常会被当作一种选股和炒作题材,成为股市的热点

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分19秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分58秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分7秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分44秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Chinese soap opera sends obscure chemical stock soaring （447words）

By Gabriel Wildau in Hong Kong

-----------------------------------------------------

A lossmaking Chinese chemical manufacturer has seen its stock price soar due partly to its resemblance with a fictional company that features as an acquisition target in a popular television soap opera.

Shares in Shanghai-listed Guizhou Redstar Developing Co rose by the maximum 10 per cent daily limit for a third consecutive trading session on Tuesday, a testament to the speculative zeal of Chinese retail investors. Its shares remained suspended on Wednesday and Thursday.

Retail speculators were a major force behind the boom-bust cycle that rocked China’s stock market last year, during which the main index gained 60 per cent through the first roughly five months of the year before falling by 45 per cent in the subsequent nine weeks. By some estimates, retail investors account for 80 per cent of total trading volume.

“Ode to joy”, which premiered on Shanghai-based Dragon TV last month, is something like a Chinese version of “Big Bang Theory” or “Friends”. The show centres around a group of young professional women sharing the same floor of a Shanghai apartment building. A recent storyline feature Andy, a brilliant investor who has returned to Shanghai after working on Wall Street, targeting a fictional company called Redstar Group for acquisition.

“You should fully consider Redstar's technological capabilities, especially in the area of 3D multimedia,” she tells employees crafting a takeover plan in episode 37.

The real-life Redstar “primarily provides barium carbonate, strontium carbonate, barium hydroxide, strontium nitrate, strontium chloride, high purity manganese sulphate and sulphur byproducts”, according to its official business description.

Guizhou Redstar's shares have also benefited from rumours in local media that Hong Kong-listed Wanda Commercial Properties was eyeing the company for use as a shell for a backdoor listing on the mainland.

In a filing after market close on Tuesday, Guizhou Redstar, which posted a net loss of Rmb190m last year, denied those rumours, saying that neither the company nor its shareholders were in discussions with Wanda. “The company . . . reminds investors to pay attention to investment risk,” it said, noting that Redstar's price/earnings ratio had reached 434.

So-called “concept stocks” — shares linked to popular investment themes used to drive interest from retail investors — played a key role in last year’s bubble and have a long history in China.

Small-cap companies are favoured targets for speculators because a relatively small amount of investment can produce sharp price movements. Some 53m shares of Redstar changed hands on Tuesday, the biggest day since the stock debuted in 2001.

On November 7 2012, following US President Barack Obama’s re-election, shares in refrigerator manufacturer Aucma Co, whose Chinese name resembles the official transliteration of “Obama”, saw its shares spike 4 per cent in afternoon trade.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Guizhou Redstar Developing Co listed?

A. Shenzhen

B. Hong Kong

C. Shanghai

D. New York


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Who were the major force behind the boom-bust cycle in China’s stock market?

A. retail speculators

B. the government

C. corporate shareholders

D. fund managers


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one is not the main production of Redstar in real life?

A. barium carbonate

B. strontium carbonate

C. barium hydroxide

D. 3D multimedia


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What kind of stock played a key role in last year’s bubble?

A. concept stock

B. blue chip

C. red chip

D. special treatment stock


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. Shanghai




解释：贵州红星发展有限公司此前在上海上市。





[2]

 答案 A. retail speculators




解释：散户投机者是中国股市荣衰周期背后的主要力量。





[3]

 答案 D. 3D multimedia




解释：现实生活中的红星发展的官方业务介绍称，其“主要提供碳酸钡、碳酸锶、氢氧化钡、硝酸锶、氯化锶、高纯度硫酸锰和硫磺副产品”。





[4]

 答案 A. concept stock




解释：special treatment stock即st股票，“概念股”在去年的股市泡沫中扮演了关键角色，并且在中国有着长久的历史。





“退欧”与三明治的经济账



距离英国“退欧”公投仅剩不足5周的时间，全民辩论愈演愈烈，这次发声的是食品行业的大佬：英国最大的三明治制造商，要知道英国可是号称“日不落三明治王国”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

generate 发生；生殖['dʒenəreɪt]

contingency 偶然性；[审计] 意外开支[kən'tɪndʒ(ə)nsɪ]

negotiate 谈判，商议；转让[nɪ'gəʊʃɪeɪt]

better off 经济状况好的，富裕的；明智的

be committed to 致力于；以…为己任

dividend 红利；股息；[数] 被除数['dɪvɪdend]

grocery 食品杂货店['grəʊs(ə)rɪ]

Uniq 曾是英国玛莎百货最大的三明治供应商

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分15秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分56秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分6秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分44秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Irish sandwich maker Greencore plays down Brexit （441words）

By Vincent Boland in Dublin

-----------------------------------------------------

Greencore, the Ireland-based group that supplies half of all the sandwiches sold on British high streets, played down the implications of a possible Brexit but warned of difficulties triggered by the supermarket price war.

Patrick Coveney, chief executive, said the group’s production costs would almost certainly rise if the UK left the EU — but expected companies would have time to adjust.

Greencore generates almost all of its revenue in the UK market.

Mr Coveney said it had a contingency plan in place in the event of Brexit but added: “I think the need for that is somewhat overstated — there will be time to adjust” as the substantive issues of a UK exit were negotiated.

“My personal view is that the food industry is better off in the EU than outside it, and a decision to leave would drive up the cost of production,” he said.

He said Greencore was committed to the UK market regardless of the decision on June 23.

Greencore reported a rise in its revenue, operating profit and interim dividend for the first half of its financial year despite a “difficult” UK grocery environment where prices were driven down by fierce competition.

First-half revenue rose 7.5 per cent to £692m and the company predicted that the trend would continue in the second half.

“We have very good growth momentum,” Mr Coveney said. “We think we have the balance right between our near term performance and our strategy of growing the business.”

Shares in Greencore were 1 per cent lower at 382.8p in mid-morning trading on Tuesday.

The group has expanded rapidly in the UK convenience food market in recent years since its acquisition of Uniq in 2011. It now produces one in every two sandwich rather than one in four. Mr Coveney said Greencore’s food-to-go business grew by 13 per cent in the six months to March 25, compared with 5.6 per cent for the market as a whole.

Greencore is hoping to replicate its UK market position in the US, where it has begun a big investment programme in the convenience foods sector to supply its two main customers — coffee chain Starbucks and convenience store operator 7-Eleven.

The US unit produced a “modest loss” in the first half mainly due to high start-up costs at a facility in Rhode Island, but Mr Coveney said the expectation was that it would be profitable in the second half.

He said the aim was to turn the US operations into a $1bn-a-year business within five to 10 years, through a combination of organic growth and acquisitions, making it roughly equivalent to the size of the UK business today.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Where is Greencore’s headquarters?

A. British

B. America

C. Ireland

D. France


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What would happen to Greencore if the UK left the EU as Coveney said?

A. production costs rise

B. mass layoff

C. selling prices rise

D. quit the supermarket price war


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Where is the next strategic market in Greencore’s plan?

A. Ireland

B. China

C. Japan

D. America


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which of the following can’t be inferred about Brexit and Greencore?

A. There may be supermarket price war after Brexit.

B. Coveney will be very gloomy if the UK leave the EU.

C. All companies need time to adjust.

D. The size of the US business will enlarge well in the 10 years.


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. Ireland




解释：爱尔兰三明治制造商Greencore占据了英国的一半市场，英国几乎也是这个公司的全部收入来源。





[2]

 答案 A. production costs rise




解释：Greencore的董事长认为，“退欧”会造成生产成本的上升，同时希望能够有时间去适应和调整。





[3]

 答案 D. America




解释：Greencore希望可以在美国复制在英国的“成功”，并且有了星巴克和7-11这两个重要的客户。





[4]

 答案 B. Coveney will be very gloomy if the UK leave the EU.




解释：Coveney对于英国“退欧”对公司的影响并没有那么悲观。





无麸质食谱真的有益健康？



大型超市里，无麸质（gluten-free）食品越来越普遍，许多好莱坞明星和健身达人对无麸质饮食推崇备至，甚至贴上减肥的标签，尽管这种区分标签的初衷是为了应对对麸质过敏的人们。不过无麸质饮食真的有益健康吗？

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

row upon row of 鳞次栉比；一排排

gluten-free 无麸质（gluten：面筋；麸质）

proliferation 扩散；分芽繁殖[prə,lɪfə'reʃən]

coeliac disease 乳糜泻（患者进食麦麸后会出现严重腹泻）

autoimmune 自体免疫的[,ɔːtəʊɪ'mjuːn]

tummy 肚子；胃['tʌmɪ]

gluten protein 面筋蛋白

fermentable 可发酵的；沸腾的[fɚ'mɛntəbl]

culprit 罪魁祸首['kʌlprɪt]

polyols 多元醇

digestive 消化的；助消化的[daɪ'dʒestɪv; dɪ-]

gut 肠子，消化道[gʌt]

carbohydrate 碳水化合物；[有化] 糖类[kɑːbə'haɪdreɪt]

elimination 淘汰；除去[ɪ,lɪmɪ'neɪʃən]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分22秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分34秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分33秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分53秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





The hidden reason for better health on a gluten-free diet （536words）

By Charles Wallace

-----------------------------------------------------

Walk down the aisles of any high street supermarket these days and there is often a section in the baked goods aisle that you rarely saw until recently: row upon row of gluten-free products such as biscuits, pasta and even bread.

What is behind this proliferation of gluten-free goods, a market worth an estimated more than $8bn a year in the US alone? After all, people with coeliac disease — those who have an autoimmune disorder that renders them unable to process gluten, a protein in certain grains — represent a tiny fraction of the population, estimated at about 1 per cent. Why have so many gone gluten-free?

A few years ago, doctors began describing a new condition that they called non-coeliac gluten sensitivity. People with this condition did not have the genetic predisposition that causes coeliac disease, but eating food that contained gluten nonetheless gave them upset tummies, including gas and bloating. When they went gluten-free, the symptoms subsided. However, doctors hotly debated whether such an illness really existed.

Recent research has cast doubt on whether the gluten protein is the real cause of the problem. According to Peter Gibson, a professor of gastroenterology at Australia’s Monash University, the culprit may not be a grain protein at all but a group of carbohydrates called Fodmaps (fermentable oligosaccharides, disaccharides, monosaccharides and polyols).

Fodmaps include fructans, which are present in wheat but also, for example, in onions, broccoli and cabbage; galactans, which are found in beans and peas; and polyols, which occur in apples and peaches. Lists of high Fodmap foods can be found online.

Prof Gibson, who studied people who believed they were sensitive to gluten, found that many had awful digestive symptoms when they ate a normal diet. However, when they started eating gluten-free foods, their symptoms did improve. “They improved from a bad level to a pretty awful level, but it was still better than it was,” he noted.

When the same people were put on a low Fodmaps diet, their symptoms all became substantially better.

So if it is not gluten that is causing the problem, why do people feel better when they eat gluten-free food? It appears that, in order to achieve a low gluten level, food manufacturers switch to ingredients that are also low in Fodmaps such as rice and corn flour.

By going gluten free, people are also unknowingly going lower Fodmaps.

Fodmaps tend to make the gut retain water and these carbohydrates are fermented by bacteria in the gut, a process that produces gas. Both the retained water and the gas cause stretching, which can be extremely painful and has been given the vague name of irritable bowel syndrome.

Of course, some people do probably have undiagnosed coeliac disease, for whom gluten is the real villain. But for everyone else, the good news, according to Prof Gibson, is that you do not have to go Fodmaps-free to relieve the symptoms: just lower the amount of them in your diet.

For example, he found that people could eat a slice of wheat bread a day without causing problems — just not two or three slices. “It’s not an elimination diet,” he says. “You don’t have to get rid of things, just reduce them.”

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What's the percent of people with coeliac disease in the US?

A. 8%

B. 3%

C. 1%

D. 10%


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the real culprit behind stomach ache according to Peter Gibson?

A. fodmaps

B. grain protein

C. protein

D. beans


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What made people with awful digestive symptoms feel better in fact?

A. lower gluten

B. gluten free

C. higher Fodmaps

D. lower Fodmaps


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How to relieve the stomach ache for the people without coeliac disease?

A. strict Fodmaps-free diet

B. lower the amount of Fodmaps

C. eat three slices of wheat bread every day

D. strict gluten-free diet


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. 1%




解释：根据调查，在英国请病假的主要原因是精神健康欠佳。





[2]

 答案 A. fodmaps




解释：Peter Gibson的研究认为，导致肠胃不适的真正元凶不是面筋蛋白而是一种多元醇（Fodmaps）。





[3]

 答案 D. lower Fodmaps




解释：Fodmaps常见于含有麸质的食品，食品制造商在减少麸质的同时使得Fodmaps随之减少。





[4]

 答案 B. lower the amount of Fodmaps




解释：对于不是患有乳糜症的人来说，并不需要严苛的遵守无麸质或Fodmaps食谱，只需要减少Fodmaps的摄入量。





焦虑的“白领”



2013年英国有1500万天的病假是因为员工感到压力、焦虑甚至是抑郁而产生的。在竞争日趋激烈的今天，是时候让老板重视员工的精神状态了。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

confidential 机密的；表示信任的[kɒnfɪ'denʃ(ə)l]

wellbeing 幸福；福利；安乐

landmark 里程碑；纪念碑

coincide 一致，符合[,kəʊɪn'saɪd]

unveil 揭开；揭幕[ʌn'veɪl]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分32秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分32秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分49秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分38秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Charity launches three-year survey of workplace mental health （382words）

By Sarah Neville, Public Policy Editor

-----------------------------------------------------

A business-focused charity is launching what it says is the largest survey of employees’ mental health, as concerns mount over the rise in stress-related absence from work and its effect on productivity.

Business in the Community, which promotes social responsibility at work, is conducting the confidential online survey as a way of identifying how to improve workers’ mental wellbeing. Mental ill health is the leading cause of sickness absence in the UK, with more than 15m days off work in 2013 caused by conditions such as stress, anxiety or depression. This represents a sharp rise from 11.8m days in 2010.

The survey is being supported by Mind, the mental health charity. Following a report commissioned by NHS England from Paul Farmer, Mind chief executive, the government agreed this year to provide an additional £1bn a year for mental health services by the end of the decade.

Mr Farmer has spoken of the need for employers to play a bigger role in safeguarding their workers’ mental health, recently welcoming the fact that business leaders were “beginning to talk more openly” about their personal mental health struggles.

Louise Aston, wellbeing campaign director at Business in the Community, described the survey — to be conducted annually for three years by pollsters YouGov — as “a landmark moment” in its efforts.

It would raise public and employer awareness of the importance of protecting mental health, including the role of the line manager, she said.

The results should identify how equipped line managers and employees were to spot the early warning signs of poor mental health, to have a conversation about it, and put effective measures in place.

Coinciding with the launch, Business in the Community is also unveiling, with Public Health England, a mental health “toolkit” to guide employers through the steps they need to take to improve workplace attitudes towards mental health.

Justin Varney, of PHE, said staff who had good mental health were more productive “and businesses who look after the mental wellbeing of their employees can see a significant impact on business performance”.

Peter Simpson, chief executive of Anglian Water, who chairs Business in the Community’s wellbeing leadership team, said his company understood the benefits for both the employee and the business of creating “a culture where we can openly discuss and manage mental wellbeing”.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What is the leading cause of sickness absence in the UK according to the survey?

A. mental ill health

B. influenza

C. diarrhea

D. muscle strains


[1]
 
 
答案



2. What is the “Mind”?

A. a report commission

B. a health magazine

C. a mental health charity

D. a health magazine


[2]
 
 
答案



3. How long will the survey take about workplace mental health by Mind?

A. 3 years

B. decade

C. 3 months

D. unlimited


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What is the difference between staff with opposite mental health from Justin Varney?

A. creativity

B. enthusiasm

C. loyalty

D. productivity


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. mental ill health




解释：根据调查，在英国请病假的主要原因是精神健康欠佳。





[2]

 答案 C. a mental health charity




解释：“Mind”是一个精神健康的慈善组织，将开展职场精神健康的大型调查。





[3]

 答案 A. 3 years




解释：题目和文章多次提到，这是一个需要进行3年的大型调查。





[4]

 答案 D. productivity




解释：PHE的Justin Varney表示，精神上积极健康的员工更能推动生产力，文章前半部分也提及了精神状态会对生产效率产生影响。





什么？百威改名叫“美国”！



为了迎合美国大选，百威决定在大选期间改名叫“美国”（America），百威说了，该计划完全处于对美利坚的热爱，绝对不是因为销量差而想出来的噱头。不管他是不是最爱国的啤酒，反正接下来的场景会是：“干杯！干了这杯美利坚！”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

capitalize 利用（等于capitalize）['kæpitəlaiz]

combative 好战的；好事的['kɒmbətɪv]

confounded 困惑的；糊涂的[kən'faʊndɪd]

brewer 啤酒制造者；阴谋家['bruːə]

capitalization 市值；资本化[,kæpɪtəlɪ'zeʃən]

craft beer 精酿啤酒

slogan 标语；呐喊声['sləʊg(ə)n]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 2分19秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 1分25秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分43秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分36秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Budweiser renames its beer ‘America’ （363words）

By Anna Nicolaou in New York

-----------------------------------------------------

In a bid to capitalise on US election fever during the busiest season for beer sales, Budweiser will replace its name with ‘America’ on the front of its 12-oz cans and bottles from May 23 until the presidential vote in November.

The rebranding will be part of a campaign titled “America is in Your Hands”, aiming to “remind people . . . to embrace the optimism upon which the country was first built,” the company said.

Budweiser’s campaign comes amid a historically combative US presidential race, as two candidates with unfavourable ratings appear set to battle it out and as the rise of Donald Trump has confounded expectations.

It also coincides with the critical summer months during which US brewers draw about one-third of sales in the $106bn market. This will be the “most patriotic summer that this generation has ever seen,” said Ricardo Marques, vice-president of Budweiser, citing the summer Olympic Games.

“This is a bold move. It’s a bit like if Apple changed its name to ‘innovation’, because one of the core associations of (Budweiser) is already America,” said Scott Galloway, a professor at New York University. “It could be a stroke of genius, but I think it’s a risky change . . . to what is arguably one of the world’s greatest brands.”

Budweiser is owned by AB InBev, the Belgian-Brazilian company that is the world’s largest brewing group by market capitalisation.

AB InBev, which reported disappointing first-quarter earnings due to softness in Brazil and North America, has looked to cut costs and raise prices to cope with slow growth. It is awaiting regulatory approval of its $106bn takeover of rival SABMiller.

Budweiser’s US market share, which fell by 25 basis points in the first quarter, has slipped in recent years as consumer tastes have shifted away from large commercial brands in favour of craft beers, which now command 21 per cent of the market according to the Brewers Association, an industry group.

Budweiser’s “king of beers” slogan will be replaced with “E Pluribus Unum” and lyrics from the “Star Spangled Banner” and “America the beautiful” will appear on the new packaging. Budweiser will also promote the cans and bottles in a TV commercial on June 1.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When will Budweiser replace its name with ‘America’?

A. November

B. June

C. May

D. July


[1]
 
 
答案



2. When is the peak period for brewers?

A. spring

B. summer

C. winter

D. autumn


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which one of the following is not right?

A. Apple changed its name to ‘innovation’.

B. AB InBev is the world’s largest brewing group.

C. Budweiser is owned by AB InBev.

D. The slogan will be replaced too.


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Who is large commercial brewer brands’ strong competitor in US as mentioned?

A. wines

B. white spirits from China

C. cocktail

D. craft beers


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. May




解释：百威计划从5月23日开始，将“百威”(Budweiser)更名为“美国”(America)。





[2]

 答案 B. summer




解释：对啤酒商来说夏季是他们的销售旺季，因此对他们尤为关键。





[3]

 答案 A. Apple changed its name to ‘innovation’.




解释：Scott Galloway只是用苹果重命名来举例，并不是苹果真的改名字了。





[4]

 答案 D. craft beers




解释：在美国大型的商业啤酒品牌的市场份额大幅下降，因为消费者转而支持精酿啤酒。





谷歌全面封杀小额高息贷款广告



正当美国监管部门对“发薪日高利贷”展开打击之际，谷歌也将禁止这一行业在该公司的平台上发布广告。虽然激起发薪日贷款行业的不满和抗议，但许多消费者组织为谷歌“按赞”。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

payday lender 发薪日贷款

vigilance 警戒，警觉['vɪdʒɪl(ə)ns]

mortgage 房屋抵押贷款['mɔːgɪdʒ]

discriminatory 歧视的[dɪ,skrɪmɪ'neɪt(ə)rɪ]

censorship 审查制度['sensəʃɪp]

hazardous 冒险的；碰运气的['hæzədəs]

phishing 网络钓鱼；网络欺诈['fɪʃɪŋ]

explosive 爆炸物[ɪk'splosɪv]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 4分45秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分20秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分6秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分5秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Google bans payday lender advertising （652words）

By Hannah Kuchler in San Francisco and Ben McLannahan in New York

-----------------------------------------------------

Google has taken a stand against payday lenders, imposing a blanket ban across its ad systems to shield users from “deceptive or harmful” financial products.

Google said that from mid-July, it would no longer accept ads for loans where repayment is due within 60 days of the date of the issue.

The technology company also said that in the US, it would take the additional step of banning ads for loans with an annual percentage rate of 36 per cent or higher.

David Graff, Google’s director of global product policy, said ads for financial services are a “particular area of vigilance” given they are central to “people’s livelihood and well being”.

He said the decision would not affect other financial products such as mortgages or credit cards. The payday loans will still be shown in search results.

Google dominates the global digital advertising market, receiving a third of the $159bn in revenues in 2015, according to data from research firm eMarketer. Facebook, second with 11 per cent of the worldwide market, has already banned advertisements of payday loans or paycheck advances, making it harder for such loans to reach large online audiences.

The Community Financial Services Association of America, a payday lending trade group, attacked Google’s move.

“These policies are discriminatory and a form of censorship. The internet is meant to express the free flow of ideas and enhance commerce. Google is making a blanket assessment about the payday lending industry rather than discerning the good actors from the bad actors,” it said.

Payday loans are often advertised as a means to cover an unexpected outlay such as a medical bill or a broken boiler. But most Americans take them to cover ordinary living expenses.

According to a study by Pew Charitable Trust, 69 per cent of those interviewed used their first payday loan to cover utilities, credit card payments, rent or food.

Consumer advocacy groups argue that for many people, that first step can be hazardous — especially if their funds fall short on a designated repayment date.

Most payday lenders require access to the borrower’s bank account to make direct debits; if the money is not there, charges can run into the hundreds of dollars, forcing borrowers to apply for more expensive cash elsewhere.

Google already has bans on advertising of tobacco, recreational drugs, guns, ammunition, explosives and dangerous knives on its site.

Mr Graff said Google took down 780m ads in 2015 for everything from counterfeiting to phishing, where a hacker tries to elicit a user to click on a link to steal his or her personal information.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. When will the ban of payday lender advertising begin?

A. June

B. May

C. July

D. not decided


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one of the following is wrong for the ban?

A. The decision will affect all financial products.

B. The payday loans will still be shown in search results.

C. The ban is for loans where repayment is due within 60 days of the date of the issue.

D. The ban is for loans with an annual percentage rate of 36 per cent or higher.


[2]
 
 
答案



3. Which company has already banned advertisements of payday loans before Google?

A. Facebook

B. Twitter

C. WhatsApp

D. Yahoo


[3]
 
 
答案



4. How to use payday loans for most Americans in real life?

A. medical bills

B. broken boilers

C. ordinary living expenses

D. dangerous knives


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. July




解释：谷歌表示，从7月中旬开始，该公司将禁止发薪日贷款及其相关产品在其平台上投放广告。





[2]

 答案 A. The decision will affect all financial products.




解释：这个禁令并不会影响到其他金融产品的广告，例如信用卡和抵押贷款。





[3]

 答案 A. Facebook




解释：Facebook已于去年8月正式封杀了此类广告。





[4]

 答案 C. ordinary living expenses




解释：发薪日贷款在广告宣传中是用于如医疗案件等意外的开销，但现实生活中大部分美国人都用作房租、食物等日常开销。





李彦宏：警惕百度的30天破产



“魏则西事件”后，百度董事长兼CEO李彦宏首度发声，警告全体员工，如失去用户的支持，百度离破产只有30天。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

bankruptcy 破产['bæŋkrʌptsɪ]

Cyberspace Administration of China 国家网信办

distort 扭曲；使失真[dɪ'stɔːt]

Barclays 巴克莱银行（公司名）

vet 审查；诊疗[vet]

vaguely 含糊地；茫然地['veɪglɪ]

commercialization 商业化[kə,mə:ʃəlai'zeiʃən]

moderator 调解人；缓和剂['mɒdəreɪtə]

clinic 临床；诊所['klɪnɪk]

haven 港口；避难所['heɪv(ə)n]

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 3分33秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 2分40秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 1分37秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分55秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Baidu chief tells staff improve focus on users or face bankruptcy （551words）

By Charles Clover in Beijing

-----------------------------------------------------

The chief executive of Baidu has said the Chinese search engine must reform or face “bankruptcy in 30 days”, following a scandal over an advertisement for cancer therapy.

“Our values have become distorted, and financial performance has become more important to us than user experience,” Robin Li told employees in a letter published a day after Cyberspace Administration, China’s main internet regulator, imposed controls on medical advertising on the site.

The search engine has been under heightened scrutiny following the death of a 21-year-old student from a rare form of cancer in April. His parents said he used Baidu to search for alternative treatments, and eventually paid Rmb200,000 ($31,000) for “biological immunotherapy” offered by a Beijing hospital. They added that the experimental treatment had no effect and led him to miss opportunities to use proven treatments.

Since the scandal broke earlier this month, Baidu’s share price has fallen more than 13 per cent as investors have questioned its dependence on under-regulated medical industry for much of its revenues.

Healthcare accounts for 20-30 per cent of the company’s search income, according to Barclays, while search revenues represented 84 per cent of the group’s total sales in 2015.

The regulator on Monday told Baidu to vet advertisers more carefully, mark and attach risk warnings to all paid search results more clearly. It also said ads must comprise only 30 per cent of results displayed on a page.

Mark Natkin, head of Beijing-based Marbridge Consulting, said the Cyberspace Administration’s statement was vaguely worded and its financial impact on the company would only become clear in the coming days.

Mr Li pledged in his open letter to change Baidu’s corporate culture, which he said was “drifting away from its users” by focusing on profits. “If we lose the support of users, we lose hold of our values, and Baidu will truly go bankrupt in just 30 days!” he wrote, saying the crisis was worse than any incident the company had previously experienced.

“I see senior engineers trapped in a conflict of interest between commercial interest and user experience, and often compromising the latter. Users are raising questions concerning the fairness and transparency of our commercial promotion results, and complaining about commercialisation of our products,” he said.

This is not the first time commercial relationships with the medical industry have created problems for the company.

In January, the company apologised after criticism over medical advice found on its online forums known as Tieba. Users had attacked the company for replacing the volunteer moderator of a board devoted to haemophilia with a for-profit clinic that paid Baidu for the privilege.

In 2014, Baidu was involved in a scandal after an ad for “Gay conversion therapy”, including electronic shocks and hypnosis, led a Chinese customer to sue. A court ordered the company to remove the ad in December 2014, although it did not find Baidu guilty of any wrongdoing.

Guo Yang, an analyst of mobile medicine at Analysys International, a Beijing-based internet research group, said the web had become a haven for unreliable medical information in China mainly because it was under-regulated.

“The law restricts clinics and medical equipment companies from advertising on TV and radio, so naturally these clinics turn to the internet, which is less restricted and where advertising is cheaper,” he said.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. What has become more important to Baidu as Robin Li told employees?

A. user experience

B. enterprise culture

C. financial performance

D. open mind


[1]
 
 
答案



2. How old was the dead student from a rare form of cancer?

A. 21

B. 13

C. 22

D. 30


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is Baidu’s major income source in 2015?

A. advertising revenues

B. paid contents

C. royalties

D. search revenues


[3]
 
 
答案



4. What had become a haven for unreliable medical information in China as the analyst Guo Yang said?

A. unreliable newspapers

B. the outdoor advertisement

C. the web

D. TV programs


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 C. financial performance




解释：“我们的价值观被挤压变形了，业绩增长凌驾于用户体验，”李彦宏(Robin Li)对雇员们表示。





[2]

 答案 A. 21




解释：这次事件中去世的学生年仅21岁。





[3]

 答案 D. search revenues




解释：据巴克莱银行介绍，医疗保健占搜索收入的20%至30%，而搜索收入占2015年总销售额的84%，是百度的主要收入来源。





[4]

 答案 C. the web




解释：由于监管不力，在中国，网络已经成为传播不可靠医疗信息的“天堂”。





如何做好TED演讲



不论在生活中、还是工作学习上，我们都应该准备一个有趣的TED talk。甚至可以精简到2分钟内，让听众保持专注并短小精悍的介绍你自己和观点，相信我，这一定有用。

测试中可能遇到的词汇和知识：

contagious 感染性的；会蔓延的[kən'teɪdʒəs]

witty 诙谐的；富于机智的['wɪtɪ]

plodding 单调乏味的['plɑdɪŋ]

prop 支撑；维持[prɒp]

rehearse 排练；预演[rɪ'hɜːs]

provoking 刺激的；令人生气的[prə'vəʊkɪŋ]

mediocre 普通的；平凡的[,miːdɪ'əʊkə]

stripped-down 言简意赅的；精练的

阅读马上开始，建议您计算一下阅读整篇文章所用的时间，对照下方的参考值就可以评估出您的英文阅读水平。







	

 如果您读完全文用时为： 


	

 那么，您的阅读速度相当于 


	

 每分钟阅读的英文单词数 





	
 5分25秒 

	
 母语为英语者的朗读速度 

	
 140 




	
 3分16秒 

	
 母语为英语的中学生的阅读速度 

	
 250 




	
 2分46秒 

	
 母语为英语的大学生的阅读速度 

	
 350 




	
 0分19秒 

	
 母语为英语的速读高手 

	
 1000 





Why everyone should give a TED talk and how to do it （791words）

By Tim Harford

-----------------------------------------------------

I found out the hard way that bad public speaking is contagious. As a schoolboy I was pretty good at speeches, in a schoolboyish way. I won competitions; being a sharp, witty speaker was a defining part of who I felt myself to be.

Then I grew up and started a corporate job, and something strange happened. My talks sagged into “presentations”, burdened by humourless clip art and plodding bullet points. The reason? I was surrounded by people who were stuck in the same beige offices giving the same beige presentations. Like many workplaces, we had reached an unspoken consensus that giving bad talks was just the way things were done.

Aside from tradition — and it is a powerful one — why else are most talks bad talks? One reason is fear. Being afraid does not itself make a speech bad; fear can make a talk electrifying or touching. But most speakers take the coward’s way out. Afraid of running out of words, they overstuff their speeches. And they prop themselves up by projecting their speaking notes on the wall behind them, even though everyone knows that providing rolling spoilers for your speech is a terrible idea.

A second reason is lack of preparation. Most speakers rehearse neither their argument nor their performance. That is understandable. Practising in front of a mirror is painful. Practising in front of a friend is excruciating. Rehearsing offers all the discomfort of giving a speech without any of the rewards of doing so. But it will make the end result much better.

For these reasons, I think you should give a TED talk. Almost anyone can. All you need is 18 minutes, a topic and an audience — if only your cat. No matter how often or how rarely you usually speak in public, the act of trying to give a talk in the tradition of TED will change the way you think and feel about public speaking.

As with anything popular, TED talks have their critics, but it is hard to deny that the non-profit organisation behind the videoed presentations on subjects from science to business has helped reinvent the art of the public speech.

TED talks are vastly more entertaining than traditional lectures, while more thought provoking than most television. But that is TED from the point of view of the audience. From the view of an aspiring speaker, the lesson of TED is that most speakers could raise their game. A few TED talks are by professional politicians or entertainers such as Al Gore or David Blaine. Most are not.

There are more than 1,000 talks on the TED website with more than 1m views, typically delivered by writers, academics or entrepreneurs who have been giving mediocre talks as a matter of habit, and who have been suddenly challenged to stop being mediocre. Faced with the obligation to deliver the talk of their lives, they decided to do the work and take the necessary risks.

These speakers have been offered good advice by the organisers of TED, but that advice has never been a secret. It is now available to anyone in the form of TED Talks, a guide to public speaking from Chris Anderson, the TED boss. It is excellent; easily the best public speaking guide I have read. (I should admit a bias: I have spoken twice at TED events and benefited from the platform that TED provides.) Unlike many in the genre, Anderson’s book is not a comprehensive guide to going through the motions of wedding toasts and votes of thanks. Instead, it focuses on the stripped-down TED-style challenge: an audience, a speaker, plenty of time to prepare, and 18 minutes to say something worth hearing.

There is no formula for a great talk, insists Mr Anderson, but there are some common elements. First and most important: there is a point, an idea worth hearing about. Second, the talk has a “throughline” — meaning that most of what is said in some way supports that idea. There may be stories and jokes, even surprises — but everything is relevant.

Third, the speaker connects with those listening — perhaps through humour, stories, or simply making eye contact and speaking frankly. Finally, the speech explains concepts or advances arguments by starting from what the audience understand, and proceeding step by step through more surprising territory. It can be very hard for a speaker to appreciate just how much she knows that her audience do not. One reason to rehearse is that an audience can tell you when they get lost.

Most speakers are able to do some of this, some of the time — an interesting anecdote, a funny line, an educational explanation. We are social beings, after all. We have had a lot of practice talking.

请根据你所读到的文章内容，完成以下自测题目：

1. Why the author’s talks became bored when he grew up?

A. the influence of colleagues

B. too lazy to practice

C. just forgot

D. his boss admired this way


[1]
 
 
答案



2. Which one is not mentioned as the reason of why else are most talks bad talks aside from tradition?

A. fear

B. lack of preparation

C. lack of friends

D. no rehearsal


[2]
 
 
答案



3. What is the stripped-down TED-style challenge?

A. an audience and a speaker

B. plenty of time to prepare

C. 18 minutes to say something worth hearing

D. all of the above


[3]
 
 
答案



4. Which one is the most important common element for a great talk?

A. the talk has a “throughline”

B. there is a point

C. making eye contact

D. explains concepts in a easy-to-understand way


[4]
 
 
答案






[1]

 答案 A. the influence of colleagues




解释：作者发现不会演讲这件事情是“能互相传染的”。同事之间心照不宣的形成这种一本正经、无聊的方式。





[2]

 答案 C. lack of friends




解释：文章三四段，原因是害怕和缺乏充分准备。





[3]

 答案 D. all of the above




解释：TED演讲要在短时间内言简意赅的说清楚观众认为值得聆听的。





[4]

 答案 B. there is a point




解释：好的演讲并没有固定的公式，但又一些共同点，最重要的就是一定要有要点。









OEBPS/Image00015.jpg
Financial Times £RIZGEEE 9( KE(E£RIAHR) MK KE )
( English Edition )
HE (SRERY &

TELARINTIFEIERFaI# , Just Eat 1 Deliveroo XERIEENTTT—1
HHRSE | (S UberEATS RS, MEIZIRSBRIAYEE  BRERE
HEM. ATREBIERSTUIAY  FSHBE R ESERER =X
HEE , BRI ERET  ILUBMRESRISAR. BEs ! S
REERTAFRE , XRENESNSH 103EX , BEHERETmEEAE LR
HNEREERY ERMTSER, BAIENRENEIRRE | XRFRIEEA
LURERRIE | BSEErEFHEA | XERREFRER R EES.

FEEEEE (SRR 15 RRIRSHMISERY | SEATEHNSRMRT

FAGIRERE. EFRNE  SRIRERESNE 4 BSAEEXNRER
B, ATEEa.

NAEE
FRIRE £

| PIEBARRHERAT  wwwyuntrust.cn
CEFR

12016 £ 9 Bk

4. 7ATF=E

& 4 F S OE
an ¥ 5S¢ BD

HRAETT : PIEHRERRHAERAST CITIC Publishing Group

WS - B
1&TSHEAE @ tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00016.jpg
HE (ERMAEHR)
& B M &£ B 8

—

| FINANCIAL
TIMES

m?weln 132 1%

10





OEBPS/Image00013.jpg
RE (REHER)
2R M & B @

FINANCIAL
TIMES

Fﬂi%lm = |






OEBPS/Image00014.jpg
N

( A

B
B2
i

i

H

ﬁ

—
mt
O
Z
<
Z
L

)]
a8
=
b=
-
r 4
R

\






OEBPS/Image00011.jpg
ﬁl‘ | (SREHR)
M = B &

FINANCIAL
TIMES

%ﬁ‘ﬂ\%ln A






OEBPS/Image00012.jpg
Financial Times £RIBGEIEE 7( EE(SRIEHR) MK F )
( English Edition )
HE (ERRY &

HERRARSE | BRTXT P ORE , X 2
ERFLENEH AR ? ZEXFRIFTRRE SRS 3%RENE  BESS
RERRR. FHt , BEXLEASFE. AP PESTERSNTFE
BT, BRERT SN, TRE T PK | SRESHTEHZTFE
BESMESEEER FIKAR. NEBACHEERETIMA. TERERAR
REET , ELEEA—EH T SMRmir. SFEENERCIKRTRELLME
FARSEH , SRR, AEHFITERR.

FHEEREE (SRMR) 15 RERRSRSSERY | SEATEENERERT
FEROIRENS. EEIRNE  SRIREFESNE 4 BSABEXIEER
B, BFEEan.

NAERE  E
RIS

L L

| PEREZRAERAT  www.yuntrust.cn

: 2016 £ 9 BE—HR
4 74 FF

& FOFEE
dn ¥ Sf M ED

HRRTT : PEHIRERRHBIRAE CITIC Publishing Group

WA - BIRER
J2FEMPAE : tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00019.jpg
Financial Times

BRISGREE 3 l@f; ka2

Subway University

APIEREE (S/ATR) FRE | SCRESXRES/IN , IREIREE
IKFSEINE | IHEOEIERREN. FHDEETIRS.

NAEIE : ke
SFXIRIE - X B

: PEREZRARAT  www.yuntrust.cn
(EBFP

IR 2016 &£ 3 BE—hiR

120 F=

4 == EE
B S¢ M BD

HRRAT © SHIRERRHERAT CITIC Publishing Group

WIS - BRLR
I&TRMRAE © tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00017.jpg
Financial Times £RZGEHEE 10 ( XE (£RHER) -HbgkK
%) (English Edition)
EE (SRR &

fERRRESIE AR ? KIHBRAEERL[IBKIER , LA
RIS e RITRRAEE, SRR mr SR LEAEH: ? PUSRAER
HEOPST. EEEHRIORIRE L. BFBERER. TEEELRKEIENES ...
ExFEL  ERET R, BFXN ERERATIRARICIZN. ERENA
OE , BFARZRY | FREANEFANRRNEEFAR , FRHALA
HWERHBRERANESR , (82006 & , BAER FHRREBTIE~R.

FHERE (SRER) 15 RRRSREEERY | STENREHMERHRT
FHRARERS. BE—ROR  SHRIREEESMNE 4 ESABHEXAERER
B, BTEEa.

NAEIE  E
RIS £

I

: REBARRHTERAT wwwyuntrust.cn

R : 2016 4 9 AEE—HR
g1 74 FF

& 4 FOF E
an ¥ Sf P+ ED

HRARIT : PEHRERRHBRAS CITIC Publishing Group

WEARERA - BT
IZFSHRFE © tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00018.jpg
Financial Times £RIZEFEIE 8( ZE (ERIAHE) kXS )
( English Edition )
EE (SRIHRY &

RRBIERETIRA ? BAIERENHRIITISBERER  BRHIESSHE,
BERGIRAA ST , £FFFRINA , BMERETLL "Hsz” 63, KBURITHE
f IRATH B%ﬁﬂlﬂ: EIE‘,EF—%TJ
EAFIAA BRI, M AOIE S MBI U

Ashley Madison ﬁER*&%I FTC BT k., ﬁ'ﬁJ?l’MEIEﬂ:{Egﬁﬁ TEFEF'?%
BT —— BNSI[:keg ez )k

Ao

FEEEE (SRAR) 15 RRRERENERM | STENZEHNERIRT
FRIIRERE. BEEIRNE  SRREEESNE 4 BSRBEXRIEER
B, BTiEEa.

SCREEE ¢

x
XIS £

I PEBRETREARAT  www.yuntrust.cn
CEFH

12016 £ 9 %R

T4 FE

& 4 F OF OEE
dn ¥ S¢ M RD

HhRRAT : PSHMRERRHBRANE CITIC Publishing Group

WA - RIRSR
JRFEHRFE - tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00000.jpg





OEBPS/Image00004.jpg





OEBPS/Image00005.jpg





OEBPS/Image00002.jpg
RKE (EREHR)

2 KB M &£ B K

FINANCIAL
TIMES






OEBPS/Image00003.jpg
Financial Times

SRIZGEEE 2 t@f}X?

way Univarsit

FPEECEE (ESRIR) FRXE | SCREGXREERNY |, LU FPisERE
KFSEIRE | ILESOEIEREED. PIIRERENRS.

NAEE Kol
SFhRE X 3

| PERETRIRERAT www.yuntrust.cn
(TR

: 2016 &£ 3 BE—hi

120 F=£

4 FOF OEE
g St B ED

HRELT : PIEERERRBBRAT CITIC Publishing Group

IR - BRER
1&F5HE#E : tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00020.jpg
HE (SREHR)

2 B M £ B &

FINANCIAL TIMES
SMRIEE
(BE£10%)

FINANCIAL A
IMES
‘6:‘ v

E.'.%‘QWHE?/% 4
L1 gzl e A
v %, e ]

‘/a Ho" T -

9 3307 SR

o {& i kR 3t - CHINACITICPRESS





OEBPS/Image00001.jpg
Financial Times

HEEASE
ﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁ 1 Subweay Univorsity

AHYEEE (SMATE) FURE , SCREAXRERI , LR
KFESETE , IHEERR. .

NAERE | KSE
ol S U Y

: PERKEZRHYERAT  www.yuntrust.cn
CEBFB

IR : 2016 FF 3 BE—IR

0 20 F=F

4 FO&F/ E
& S¢ P+ ED

HARETT | PERMRERRKGBRAR CITIC Publishing Group

WRARFRE - BT
$&HBHRFE © tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00021.jpg
FINANCIAL TIMES
SMABER






OEBPS/Image00010.jpg





OEBPS/Image00008.jpg
Financial Times

SREGEEE 5 DA

FPERRE (SRIHR) RRXE | SCREEGXBES/N |, LARIIE
BEKFSEINE | ILESHEERRES. FSEENRS.

NAEEE | FHHE

FHRE X B

H & PERERHEEIRAE wwwyuntrust.cn
hi (TR

hi R 2016 &£ 6 BE—HR

FOH:20FF

HRARTT : PIEHIREERHBRAT CITIC Publishing Group

WA - RIS
J&FBHRFE : tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00009.jpg
Financial Times SRIFGEEE 6 (HE (SEEHR) MK
%) (English Edition)
HE (SRIAR) &

FERMYTENSE—SHEBE—MEABFENRERN , XATLSERNEERRE
FBARUSEEMKN TR, EARIIRNRERD  BRMZEAS ? ERAHE
(Apple ) EFEHEIGHERNTERES A , BIHHIEFEFR— IR
L, EFFFERR TR, AERRAIRB—IRAEE LS , WS T AR
03kiF. TE MR mahabis BUABESRIESHERNIEL | B, ERMERT
PEESR  ARNFEAN—HIRARENMER. K ERESHR
ARERES PHRRIVNLIER | FLEREANESR
400 £,

FEEAEEE (SRIR) 15 RRERSISERM | STEASEHNSRERT
RROREAS. BEIRNRE  SRREEESIE 4 BSASEXAEER
B, BFEEEN.

[

E: £

®
&
@
i

B0

: PEREREHRARAT  www.yuntrust.cn
BTH

2016 £ 9 B%—hR

IS5

o 4 FOF OE
do 3% S Bt

HRELT | PEHIREERHBRAR CITIC Publishing Group

IR - BRWR
JFSHBAS : tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00006.jpg
Financial Times 1A

ERZHEEEL 4

FEIREEE (SRIR) FRXE , SCRECGXRBERVN |, IRIEEE
IKFESERE , IHESHEEREED. [DRENUES.

NAEIE : Refl
SRS - X 3

s PEHAZRIYERAT www.yuntrust.cn

12016 £ 3 AR
#: 20 F=F

4 FF E
%S¢ B Ho

HRRAAT : PEHRERRMEMAT CITIC Publishing Group

WRARERE - BRLR
1&TRMRAE © tougao@citicpub.com





OEBPS/Image00007.jpg





