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年表
■1765年，英国国会通过《印花税法案》，整个美洲殖民地爆发了骚乱。
■1765年10月，来自9个殖民地区的代表汇集纽约市，召开印花税法大会。
■1766年3月17日，英国国会收回《印花税法案》，但是通过了《宣示法案》。
■1770年3月5日，一小队英国士兵与一群愤怒民众发生冲突，造成波士顿惨案。
■1773年5月，英国国会通过《茶叶法案》。这一法案使英国东印度公司完全控制了对美洲殖民地的茶叶供应，并为他们降低了茶叶税。
■1773年12月16日，殖民地居民同波士顿茶党奋起反抗《茶叶法案》。
■1774年，英国国会以“不可容忍法案”回应波士顿茶党。
■1774年9月，第一届大陆会议在费城召开。
■1775年4月18日，保罗·里维尔从波士顿连夜骑马飞奔，一路大喊唤醒民兵，通报英军正向莱克星顿和康科德开进的消息。美国革命的第一仗在次日打响。
■1775年5月10日，第二届大陆会议召开。会议决定建立一支大陆军，任命乔治·华盛顿为大陆军总司令。
■1775年6月17日，邦克山战役。
■1776年1月，托马斯·佩恩写出一本小册子《常识》，呼吁美国宣布从英国独立。
■1776年7月4日，大陆会议签署《独立宣言》。
■1777年11月15日，大陆会议通过了《邦联条例》，这是美国宪法的雏形。
■1783年9月3日，美利坚合众国同英国签署《巴黎条约》，结束了独立战争。英国同意将美国视为一个独立国家。
■1787年，国会通过了《西北条例》。这一条例规定了新的各州如何加入联邦，所有新加入的州都与原有各州享有同等的权利。
■1787年5月25日，制宪会议在费城召开。会议撰写了新宪法，并于9月17日向代表们提交。
■1789年2月4日，第一次总统选举举行。乔治·华盛顿获得了全票，成为美国第一任总统，约翰·亚当斯当选为他的副总统。
■1789年3月4日，新的《美利坚合众国宪法》成为法律。
■1791年，国会批准了《权利法案》，即宪法的前十条修正案。
■1794年，在宾夕法尼亚州西部发生“威士忌暴乱”，乔治·华盛顿率军队制止了违法暴乱。这一事件体现了中央政府的权威。
■1797年，华盛顿作为总统的时代结束。约翰·亚当斯成为第二任总统，托马斯·杰弗逊成为他的副总统。
■1798年7月14日，国会通过了《关于处置外侨和煽动叛乱的法令》。这一法令使得成为美国公民不再像过去那么简单，它还将出版对政府不利或不实的东西列为犯罪。
■1800年，亚当斯总统与法国召开1800年大会，结束了两国之间的所有争斗。



第一章
殖民地的征税
 

报纸上关于抗议税法的报道



1765年时，生活在北美殖民地【1】的人口已经超过150万。在过去的150年间，人们从英国和欧洲其他地区先后来到北美殖民地。乡镇和城市发展起来了，在 这块土地上定居的人也多了起来。不过，这并不意味着谋生总是件容易的事。对于很多殖民地居民【2】，尤其是那些远离城市的居民来说，建立起家园，找到糊口的食物，依然意味着艰辛的劳作。

 
来到美洲殖民地的人必须是勇敢的。土地改变着人们，他们已经不再是来这里之前的那些人，而是变成了与生活在欧洲时大不相同的一群人。
但是，殖民地居民依然把自己看作英国人，英国也把他们看作本国公民。英国在世界各地建立了殖民地，殖民地为英国赚钱，使英国更加强大。只要美洲殖民地向英国输送财富，而且随时为英国备战，英国政府就心满意足了。
但渐渐地，殖民地居民变成了美洲人。与远在英国的人们相比，他们自己互相之间有了更多的共同点，他们不再把自己看作英国人了。
在英国国会【3】通过《印花税法案》的时候，英国人期望殖民地不要有什么异议，对这一法案表示赞成。《印花税法案》可以让英国从美洲殖民地获取更多的财富。英国当时正与法国、西班牙等国家进行持久的战争，国会认为美洲殖民地应该帮助英国承担战争费用。
《印花税法案》在几乎所有类型的纸张上都征了税【4】。所有用于法律的文件、所有的执照，甚至日历、报纸和扑克牌，都要被征税。


英国邮花的复制品

美洲殖民地居民对新的征税十分愤怒。没人听取他们的想法，在英国国会里，连一个为他们说话的人都没有。
殖民地居民认为他们交的税已经够多了。除了英国，他们还要给自己所在的殖民地政府交税。现在又加这么个税！实在是太过分了。
英国人在殖民地居民中雇用了一些人，充当“印花师傅”，这些人收取了新税后把钱送回英国。其他的殖民地居民对这些同意征税的人们十分愤怒，称他们为“卖国贼”。于是一些印花师傅辞去了新工作，他们意识到，自己必须在当美洲人和当英国人之间做出抉择。
来自殖民地许多地区的人们汇聚到纽约城。他们撰写了一篇《权利【5】宣言【6】》，送交英国国王和国会。他们写道，他们忠于英国，但他们认为自己应该和其他英国公民享有平等的待遇。他们希望在英国国会中有人为他们代言，希望有人确保他们被公平对待。
殖民地居民拒绝执行《印花税法案》。他们不再跟英国做生意，也不想再使用邮花。


为了表达他们的愤怒，殖民地居民有时会把一个活像英国国会成员的假人处以绞刑

最终，英国国会放弃了《印花税法案》。不过，他们对此并不高兴，他们不喜欢殖民地居民左右政府的行为。
第二年，英国国会通过了另一部法律。这部法律叫作《汤森法案》，它带来了一整套新的税收。英国人依然想保障自己得到所有能从殖民地得到的钱。英国政府还想让殖民地居民知道谁说了算。玻璃、纸张、颜料和茶叶等，都被加了新税。
殖民地的居民再次愤怒了，他们同样不同意这部新税法。大多数居民不再购买来自英国的这些东西，他们要么自己制造，要么干脆不用。有时候，他们从加拿大走私这类商品。


关于废除《印花税法案》的社论漫画

最后，国会放弃了全部这些税收，除了茶叶税。殖民地居民喝的是走私茶叶，因此他们并不那么关心茶叶税。接着，1773年，英国国会通过了《茶叶法案》。根据《茶叶法案》，只有一家英国公司获准在殖民地贩卖茶叶。《茶叶法案》还降低了茶叶税，这就意味着，英国贸易商【7】此时可以把茶叶卖得比走私茶还要便宜。
英国人觉得，茶叶便宜了，殖民地居民会高兴。但是正相反，殖民地的居民很生气。他们依然不想在国会中无人为自己代言的情况下被征税。
在沿海城市，满载茶叶的大船从英国驶来。某些地方的居民不允许这些大船靠岸。还有些城市，当地人虽然会卸下茶叶，但他们把茶叶锁在仓库里，任其腐烂。
后来，三艘满载茶叶的大船在波士顿靠了岸。当地居民怒火万丈，他们召开了一次会议，制订了一个计划。一群人穿上原住民的衣服涌到码头上，他们跳上大船，把所有茶叶倒进了海湾。
随着这次暴乱【8】广为人知的。波士顿茶党令英国国会大为震怒，他们决定对美洲殖民地居民进行惩罚。于是，国会迅速通过了另外一系列法案，目的在于制伏美洲殖民地。
这些新法案更甚于之前国会通过的任何法案，殖民地居民把它们称作“不可容忍法案”。（如果有什么是不可容忍的，就是说你简直受不了它！）
“不可容忍法案”之一，就是关闭波士顿港口，直到殖民地居民全额赔偿被他们倒进大海的茶叶的损失为止。还有一项法案宣布马萨诸塞的总督有权挑选任命各殖民地的领导，未经总督特别许可，城镇集会是违法的。
这下子殖民地居民的权力范围更小了，他们既愤怒又沮丧。
1774年，来自北美13个殖民地的人们会聚费城，这些人被称作“代表”【9】。他们依然效忠英国，但他们期望更加公平的法律。这次会议被称作“第一届大陆会议”。
代表们撰写了《权利宣言》和《申诉【10】》，然后将它递交给了英国国王乔治三世。他们希望国王倾听他们的声音，希望能够与英国和睦相处，共同解决所发生的问题。


英王乔治三世

不过，有些人开始怀疑这个愿望是否能实现。他们感到，或许已到殖民地脱离英国的时候了。
注释：
【1】 殖民地指的是成群的人生活在自己母国之外的一块土地上，他们依然要听命于母国的政府。
【2】 殖民地居民是生活在殖民地的人们。
【3】 英国国会是构成政府一部分的英国高官群体。
【4】 税指的是政府在通常价格上额外征收的钱。
【5】 一个人的权利指的是他应该拥有、并能够期望得到的东西。
【6】 当有人在公开场合明确地说出一番话，他们就是在发表一个宣言。
【7】 贸易商是从事买卖和贸易的生意人。
【8】 当一大群民众使用暴力，开始摧毁东西，就表示发生了一场暴乱。这次暴乱史称“波士顿倾茶事件”。
【9】 代表是被推举出来为其他人说话的人，他们支持推举人的利益。
【10】 申诉类似抱怨，它陈述了哪些是错误的，哪些需要改进。



共同奋起
你有没有注意到，如果你和另一个人对同一件事感到愤怒，你们就会感到彼此更接近了？可能是一群学生都认为某位老师不公道；可能是你和你的弟弟或妹妹都对父母感到愤怒，因为他们不许你们做一件你们都想做的事情；可能是你在学校和另外一个孩子都因为一个霸道的同学而烦恼，因为他刁难了你们两个人。当这样的事情发生的时候，你们往往会感到互相之间亲近了很多。面对着同样的困难，这种情况会把大家拉到一起。
那正是发生在北美13个殖民地的情景。英国国会希望他们所通过的法律能让殖民地的人们看到自己的行为有多么不对。英国想让殖民地的人们停止反抗政府，而是言听计从。但是恰恰相反，北美各殖民地团结在一起，变得越来越强大。英国人和殖民地居民之间的差别也越来越大。各个殖民地结成了统一战线，共同反对英国。



第二章
为独立而战

波士顿民兵立像



殖民地居民认为，英国应该倾听他们的呼声。他们需要的不过是在英国国会中有人维护他们的利益。他们并没有要求任何不正当或不合理的东西。

 
可是，英国国会反而提出了更加严厉的法律，意在惩罚殖民地的人们。英国国会认为美洲殖民地的做法越轨了，他们觉得有必要强制殖民地居民服从。
刚开始，殖民地的居民并不想与英国决裂，大多数人只是想找出解决问题的办法。
英国向殖民地派出了士兵，这也是“不可容忍法案”中的一部分，士兵们到那里去是为了确保殖民地居民服从法律。殖民地居民可不喜欢他们驻扎在那里，当地人秘密组织了队伍，以备在必要时保护自己，抵抗英国军队。这些队伍被称作“民兵”【1】，他们监视英国军队，意在确保对英国人的动向了如指掌。
这些人自称“爱国者”。爱国者指的是为自己的国家挺身而出的人。自称“爱国者”的殖民地居民，已经开始把美洲当作自己的国家了。他们依然把美洲视为英国的一部分，但他们已经决心为捍卫自己的权利不惜一切。
其他的殖民地居民自称“效忠者”。这些人效忠英国，他们不想给英国制造麻烦。他们相信，对英国国王和国会的效忠，比自己的权利更重要。他们觉得最好还是交钱纳税，尽管他们并不喜欢这些税。
1775年4月18日夜，马萨诸塞的爱国者得知英国军队将有所行动。军队正在向康科德进军，要摧毁那里的全部武器。英国人担心爱国者会攻击自己，想要确保他们无法动武。　
保罗·里维尔是爱国者中的一员，他骑上马彻夜奔跑，沿路把情况通报给所有的人。他召集起民兵队员，民兵们自称“分钟士兵”——他们能够在一分钟内做好战斗准备。


保罗·里维尔骑马飞奔

第二天一早，他们已经严阵以待。近70位民兵在等着英国军队，他们堵住了莱克星顿的道路。英国军队没法去康科德，英军指挥官十分恼火。他要这些民兵把路让开，可是民兵们寸步不让。终于，英军指挥官命令部下向民兵发起攻击。
战斗很快就结束了，英国人认为他们获得了胜利。但那第一声枪响，成为了著名的“整个世界都听到的枪声”。那声枪响，是独立【2】战争的开始，美国人又把这场战争称作“革命【3】战争”。
但是英国人还没有意识到这一点。英军来到了康科德，在康科德并没有一个人等着攻击他们。英国士兵走过整座城镇，摧毁了能找到的所有武器，还放火烧了政府楼。
镇外不远处的小山上，爱国者在严密注视着。随着时间过去，越来越多的爱国者集中到了这里。


康科德北桥之战

接着，快到中午的时候，爱国者发起了攻击。英军十分吃惊，他们这才明白，他们小看了那些民兵。在康科德和波士顿之间，民兵与英军一直激战到夜晚。到了晚上，局势已经很清楚，爱国者是不会妥协的。
马萨诸塞的战斗只是革命战争的开始。5月10日，第二届大陆会议在费城召开。他们创建了一支大陆军，这支军队将由乔治·华盛顿指挥。


乔治·华盛顿检阅部队

与此同时，大多数殖民地居民还把自己当作英国人。大家并没有打算组成一个独立的国家，他们依然不过是想让国会对他们重视一些。
接着，1776年1月，一位名叫托马斯·佩恩的人写了一本小册子——《常识》。他是个爱国者，他相信美洲——而不是英国——才是自己的国家。佩恩写道，美洲殖民地应该从英国分离出来。他说美洲与英国的差别如此之大，所以它已经是另外一个国家了。


托马斯·佩恩

人们不停地谈论着《常识》这本书。6月，大陆会议决定，他们应该起草一份《独立宣言》。托马斯·杰弗逊写出了大部分，其他人也帮助他写了一部分。1776年7月4日，大陆会议的代表们表示，他们都赞同这份《独立宣言》。7月4日这个日子，后来就以“独立日”著称。
在之后的几年里，战斗一直在继续。不过这时的人们不只是为自己的权利而战了，他们还为自己的自由而战，为自己的国家而战。他们不再试图成为英国的一部分。


美国画家特朗布尔的壁画：《独立宣言》的签署

随着时间的推移，美国人打赢了更多的战役。法国也加入了他们反对英国人的战斗，这给了美国人很大的鼓舞，也让英国人十分生气。它还向英国人表明，美国会永远存在下去。
1782年4月，英国国会决定停战。英军渐渐撤出了美国，最后，英国同意接受美利坚合众国。她不再是英国殖民地了，她成了美国人自己的国家。
但是下一步会发生什么？美国人赢得了战争，现在他们必须开始建立一个国家，这可是一项非常艰巨的工作。
注释：
【1】 民兵是一群普通老百姓，只在必要的时候才拿起武器。
【2】 一个独立的国家自行制定法律，自行决策，不需要另一个国家的支持。
【3】 对过去的一贯做法做出巨大的改变，这样的事情被称为革命。



整个世界都听到的枪声
这句话出自美国文学家拉尔夫·沃尔多·爱默生的一首名诗。一声枪响，开始了一场战争，这场战争最终带来了美利坚合众国的诞生。那声枪响当然并没有真的让整个世界都听到，但它永远地改变了整个世界。美国从它诞生之日起，就影响了世界的历史。更重要的是，北美殖民地为之战斗的理念——自由和权利——也随之传遍了全世界的其他国家。




第三章
创建一个新国家

《邦联条例》



奋战，并赢得独立战争的胜利，这种感觉很美好。不过现在，新国家的领袖们必须解决如何管理【1】美国的问题。

 
在之前的1776年，大陆会议要求托马斯·杰弗逊起草《独立宣言》。宣言说，美国将是一个独立的国家，不再是英国的一部分。同时，大陆会议要求另一个人——约翰·迪金森起草《邦联【2】条例【3】》。这些都为新的国家设计出了新的法则。
迪金森不是个喜欢改变的人，他认为殖民地不应该从英国分离出来。即使分离了，他便想让殖民地各地——现在称为“州”——处在一个强有力的中央政府控制之下。中央政府掌握大多数权力，也就是说，各州没有多少实权，只有作为一个整体的国家才有更大的权力。
大陆会议的其他成员却不喜欢迪金森的主张，他们担心这会给中央【4】政府过大的权力，害怕新美国会像英国那样。他们不想再次失去自由，因此希望各州都拥有自己的政府。他们希望各州自己掌握大多数权力，中央政府只是把各州联系在一起，而它本身没有什么权力。他们认为各州之间应该构成一个 “友谊的结盟【5】”。
在几个月时间里，在独立战争依然继续的同时，大陆会议一直在为《邦联条例》争论不休。最后，他们达成了妥协【6】，把约翰·迪金森写的内容做了些改变。1777年11月15日，他们投票通过了新的《邦联条例》。国会成为中央政府，各州来的议员或者说代表们组成了美国国会。
国会依然拥有很大权力。它可以决定国家何时参战，可以制定条约【7】，可以印发钞票，可以做出影响整个国家的所有决定。不过，必须得到13个州中至少9个州同意，国会才能做出决定。如果他们想修改《邦联条例》，则需要13个州全部同意才行。
对当时的国会来说，这些主张看起来都还挺不错的。他们希望没人能够再次剥夺他们的自由，不过战争一结束，他们就遇到了难题。
很多难题都跟钱有关系。战争是因为征税开始的，于是新国家决定禁止国会征税。可是，国会办事需要经费。各州同意出资来帮助经营这个国家，但是各州发现自己并没有充实的财政。他们自己的债都没有还，却还是把答应拿出的钱交给了国会。
这时的美国，已经拥有了从最初的13个殖民地到密西西比河之间的领土。（当然，这片土地是他们从最先居住在这里的原住民那里掠夺来的！）国会负责管理这块领土，他们决定把这里的土地分片卖给打算居住在这里的人们，这个办法使他们自主筹集到了资金。


殖民地的钞票

国会决定，只要一个新领地的居民达到5000人，就应该设立一个总督，并允许这一地区派代表加入国会。这些代表没有表决权，不过他们可以向国会反映他们地区的诉求。只要人口达到6万，这一领地就可以出台自己的宪法【8】，并把他们的宪法递交国会。只要国会批准，这块领地就可以成为一个州。
新的州将和最初13个州拥有同等的权利。国会希望，这个国家中没有任何地区享有的权利比其他地区少。这是新美国的一个重要理念，它与大多数其他国家的运作方式是非常不同的。
另一个难题很快出现了。结束战争的条约上说，英国公司可以向原来的殖民地追讨欠款，可是各州都没有充足的资金去偿还殖民地的债务。为了筹集资金，很多州开始向当地居民征税。人们对这些高额税收十分愤怒。不少人失去了曾经拥有的一切，有些人最后进了债务人监狱。
高额税收看起来对大多数人都不公平。他们不惜和英国打仗，就是为了免于这样的税收！
1786年，马萨诸塞州的一些农民终于受够了。一位叫丹尼尔·谢斯的农民率领众人，阻止了借债法庭的举行。


丹尼尔·谢斯的起义

和20年前的殖民地居民一样，谢斯和他的同伴并不觉得自己的做法有什么不对。他们认为税收是不公平的。他们奋起捍卫自己的权利，并以为马萨诸塞州政府会赞同他们并降低税收。
但结果却不是这样。州长詹姆斯·鲍登认为谢斯是个危险人物，需要予以制止。鲍登和马萨诸塞州的其他掌权者用自己的钱招募起一支军队，去阻止谢斯的起义。
1787年1月，谢斯率领一支2000人的队伍袭击了位于马萨诸塞州春田镇的军火库【9】。鲍登一直不把他们的呼声当回事，现在，谢斯他们真的愤怒了。不过他们依然只是希望政府能够倾听他们的呼声。
谢斯他们还没到达军火库，就遭到了鲍登政府军的阻击。政府军向他们开了炮，4人被打死，20人受伤。
农民们震惊了，他们从没想过事情会到这个地步。他们四散奔逃，躲进森林。谢斯和其他起义军领袖逃到了佛蒙特。
谢斯起义向大陆会议表明，政府的做法没有效果，一定要有所改变才行。国会拿马萨诸塞州的问题没有办法，他们没有相应的权威。显然，中央政府需要比现在更加强大才行。


殖民地的农民（后人再现）

1787年，国会准备开始起草一部全新的宪法。
注释：
【1】 管理就是指导和进行领导。
【2】 邦联指众多州共同合作的协约。
【3】 条例是小型的声明。
【4】 中央政府做出影响到整个国家各个州的决策。
【5】 结盟类似联盟，但它是一种更为松散的协约，并不强迫参加的成员听从他人或共同合作。
【6】 两个团体持有两种不同意见，有时候他们需要做出妥协——双方都同意做出些让步，满足对方的部分要求。
【7】 条约是一个国家做出的承诺或协定。
【8】 宪法是一整套法律和法规，上面规定了一个州或一个国家应该如何运行。
【9】 军火库是存放武器的仓库。



谁拥有美洲？
当来自欧洲的殖民者到达北美的时候，这片土地上已经有人居住了。刚开始，殖民地居民与原住民达成了协议，新来的人们可以在他们认为是无人的土地上安家。大多数原住民以狩猎为生，他们不像欧洲人那样从事农业。这就意味着，很多土地在新来的移民眼中是无人的。很快，越来越多的白人在殖民地定居，他们需要越来越多的土地，于是不断挤占原住民的居所，并因此跟原住民打仗。美国人开始相信，上帝赐予了他们从东海岸到西海岸的整个美洲大陆。他们认为，上帝希望他们居住在那里。他们还认为，从原住民手里拿走土地是合理的。
你怎么看？



第四章
制宪会议
 




1787年5月25日，制宪会议召开了。弗吉尼亚州的詹姆士·麦迪逊是代表之一，他十分兴奋，准备开始起草新的宪法。

 
麦迪逊和其他来自同一个州的代表们制定出一份《弗吉尼亚方案》。《弗吉尼亚方案》是如何让新宪法行之有效的一个构想，它与《邦联条例》将会非常不同。
根据《弗吉尼亚方案》，联邦【1】政府拥有凌驾于各州政府之上的权力。不过，麦迪逊也希望确保联邦政府的权力不至于过大。
所有代表都明白联邦政府需要有一些权力，而《邦联条例》给它的权力还不够。《弗吉尼亚方案》将联邦政府分成多个部门，这样就能确保把政府的权力分散到各个部门，每个部门都有不同的职能。
《弗吉尼亚方案》使美利坚合众国成为了一个共和国【2】。这表示，人民将投票选举出管理这个国家的领导人。这些人将代表人民，他们被称作“议员”。
人口比较多的州，可以有更多人数的议员；人口比较少的州，议员人数也比较少。对大多数人口大州来说，这样似乎比较公平。人口小州却不那么满意，他们担心自己的州会因为比较小而得不到足够的权力。
新泽西州代表提出了一个不同方案——无论人口多少，每个州都拥有一票。于是，人口大州又不满意了。他们不喜欢新泽西方案，他们觉得小州的票数和自己的一样是不对的。
一连数周，代表们一直争论不休。哪个方案都没通过，谁也不想做出哪怕一点点让步。
最后，来自康涅狄格州的罗杰·谢尔曼提出了第三方案。谢尔曼认为，政府应该由两部分组成——这一点类似《弗吉尼亚方案》，这两个部门称为“立法【3】院”。谢尔曼对立法两院的设想，是《弗吉尼亚方案》与《新泽西方案》的折中。他的方案说，在一个立法院里，每个州的代表人数根据人口比例来推举；而在另一个立法院，每个州都拥有同等数目的选票。
刚开始，谁也没有注意谢尔曼的设想，大家还是一个劲地争论。
这时，来自纽约的亚历山大·汉密尔顿又提出了一个方案。汉密尔顿的方案几乎没有给各州什么权力，相反，联邦政府的州长拥有绝大部分权力，而且所有当选的议员和州长都是终身制。大多数代表实在不喜欢汉密尔顿的设想，他们把它叫作“英国式方案”，因为它跟英国人的方式太接近了，而美国想有一套不同的做法。


亚历山大·汉密尔顿

最后，马里兰州的代表路德·马丁说，他认为大家应该再考虑一下谢尔曼的设想。其他代表也表示同意，谢尔曼的方案就成为了大家继续考虑的方案。
会议还没有结束，代表们仍然在很多问题上没有达成共识。
他们的分歧之一是奴隶制。有些人认为，应该立即废除奴隶制。但还有很多代表拥有奴隶，很多人全靠奴隶在经营大农场，并以此获利， 这些人不想废除奴隶制。最后，他们达成了又一项妥协。大家同意联邦政府拥有废除奴隶制的权力，但是政府答应，20年之内暂不废除奴隶制。
奴隶制问题又引起了其他争议。一个州的奴隶人口该不该计入选民人口，从而决定这个州的议员人数呢？一个拥有大量奴隶的州，如果计入奴隶的数量，就可以获得更多的议员席位。拥有大量奴隶的州都在南方，南方各州便认为应该把奴隶也计入人口，这就在全国给了这些州更大的权力。北方各州大多认为这是不公平的，他们担心南方各州可能会因此买进更多的奴隶，以便得到更多的议员席位。北方各州不想让南方拥有更多权力。
最后，众人达成了又一项妥协——每5个奴隶算3个人（每个奴隶算3/5个人）。


奴隶船示意图，可以看出其狭窄的程度

大多数代表终于同意了。他们现在可以起草新宪法了，然后需要各州的代表在上面签字。
根据《邦联条例》，必须所有州都认可，宪法才能生效。不过现在，代表们改变了这一规定。他们说，13个州中只要有9个州签署就可以了。他们害怕如果不得不等每一个州都认可，那就永远都拿不出宪法了——罗得岛州甚至都没派代表来参加制宪会议。
不少人对这一改变感到不安，他们害怕国会已经在褫夺自己的权力了，他们担心自己会失去一部分自由。
各州代表一个接一个地签署了宪法。由于大多数州都认可了，剩下的各州觉得自己也应该和大家一致。最后几个签署的州，仍然不确定这部宪法是好还是不好，但不管怎样，他们还是签署了。他们知道，美国要向前走，不能再等了。罗得岛是最后一个签署宪法的州，他们直到3年后的1790年5月29日才表示认可了宪法。
詹姆士·麦迪逊还为宪法写了一些附加条款，这些条款被称作“权利法案”。《权利法案》可以限制美国政府的权力，它规定了十项特别的权利——比如言论自由、报纸的出版自由——将受到永远的保护，美国政府永远不得强大到能够取消这些权利。这又是一项妥协，是一个让所有人都能满意的方法。


詹姆士·麦迪逊画像，他后来成为美国的第四任总统

有了新的宪法，美国作为一个国家又迈出了重要的一步。此时，他们需要找到合适的领袖了。

注释：
【1】 联邦政府是美国的中央政府，目前设置在华盛顿特区。
【2】 共和国是一个由全民选举领导人的国家。
【3】 立法的意思是从事制定法律的工作。



州的权利，还是联邦的权力？
从一开始，美国人就分成了两个阵营——“联邦派”和“反联邦派”。联邦派喜欢新宪法，他们想要一个比较强大的联邦政府。而反联邦派担心联邦政府会权力过大，他们想让各州保持更多的权力。人们已经不再使用这些词汇（“联邦派”和“反联邦派”），但美国人始终在争论同样的问题。在诸如同性婚姻、环境、堕胎等问题上，应该由各州制定自己的法律吗？还是联邦政府就能够通过法律，并适用于全国？人们为此意见相左。
你怎么看？



第五章
新政府
 




独立战争之后，乔治·华盛顿只想回家。他在战争中担任总司令，领导大陆军赢得了战争。此刻，他只想过和平的日子。他想回到自己家里，享受轻松的生活。他想经营自己在弗吉尼亚弗农山庄的农场，想和太太玛莎共度时光。
 
但是，华盛顿对新国家的进展十分关注，他也被选为弗吉尼亚的代表之一。美国的大多数人都拥戴华盛顿，他们认为他在战争中率领部队，功勋卓著。大陆会议的第一天，其他代表就推举他为大会主席。
会议结束时，国会确定了第一届总统选举的日期——1789年2月4日。生活在美国的人们第一次投票，选举他们自己国家的领袖。
投票结果是，华盛顿当选为美国第一任总统。所有人都投了他的票！没有一个人投票给其他人。

华盛顿并不真的想当总统，让他待在自己家里他会更高兴。他也觉得自己并不太了解应该怎么当总统，但是，他想做正确的事情。他的国家要求他当总统，他不想让自己的国家失望。于是在1789年4月30日，华盛顿成为了美国总统，约翰·亚当斯成为副总统。
华盛顿想要确保自己有一班好的人马，帮助他做出明智的决定，他想得到能帮他出谋划策的人。他选出几个人，来帮自己经营这个国家。托马斯·杰弗逊成为了国务卿，这就意味着，他将帮助美国与其他国家和睦相处。亚历山大·汉密尔顿当了财政部长，他将帮助华盛顿为国家的财务制定政策。华盛顿还选出了一位战争部长，帮助自己管理国家的军队，还有一位司法部长，在法律方面进行决策。
华盛顿必须马上处理很多难题，其中一个大难题是美国仍然欠英国钱。亚历山大·汉密尔顿提出建立一个国家银行，国家银行把每个州所欠的债务都收拢到一起。然后，由联邦政府负责偿还所有这些债务。各州把钱交给国家银行，来帮助还债。
汉密尔顿认为，国家银行会把各州维系在一起。他觉得，一起互相帮助偿还债务对大家都有好处。北方各州认为这是个好主意，因为他们的债务比较多，国家银行意味着他们在还债上得到了帮助。南方各州则不赞成，他们钱多债少，不想帮北方各州还债。
华盛顿拿不准哪个回答是正确的。他只想做最好的，于是问自己的顾问们怎么想。人们意见不一。尤其是托马斯·杰弗逊，他认为建立国家银行是个坏主意，宪法并没有赋予联邦政府建立银行的权力。
最后，华盛顿下了决心，他决定采纳汉密尔顿的想法。
然而争论依然继续，整个国家的人们有的赞成，有的反对。华盛顿不喜欢意见分歧，他担心这些争论会削弱国力。
围绕这些争论形成了政党【1】。赞同托马斯·杰弗逊，认为中央银行不是个好主意的人们，成为了民主共和党；那些赞同汉密尔顿的人，则成为了联邦党。
一旦国家银行建立起来，政府就必须筹措资金来偿还债务。汉密尔顿打算征收威士忌税，来获得还债的钱。
在宾夕法尼亚西部，威士忌税引起了小农的不满。他们酿造了大量威士忌，有些农民甚至用威士忌充当现金。东部比较富裕的人们不大用得上威士忌，加不加税他们都不在意，这在宾夕法尼亚的农民看来很不对。他们感到这税加得不公平，因为他们使用威士忌比美国其他地区的人们要多得多。
在很长的时间里，农民们一直在试图逃避交税。他们说，他们愿意服从宾夕法尼亚的法律，但不想服从美国的法律。
1784年7月，这场纷争变成了暴乱。一群暴徒闯进负责征税的税官住宅，一位造反者在枪击中丧命。大家更加愤怒了，第二天，暴徒又回来放火烧了那座房子。
华盛顿明白自己必须出面制止暴乱。他来到宾夕法尼亚州，领导军队应对局面。军队抓住了暴乱首领，其他人只好投降。
人们喜欢华盛顿总统处理“威士忌暴乱”的方式，喜欢他站出来控制局势。就连不喜欢威士忌税的人们，都对华盛顿抱有好感。他们对他亲自前往宾夕法尼亚的做法很欣赏。华盛顿的举动帮助人们接受了强有力的联邦政府。
美国还必须处理国家外部的问题。先是乔治·华盛顿，然后是第二任总统约翰·亚当斯，他们都不得不处理与英国和法国之间的纠纷。两位总统都派人到欧洲同英国和法国谈判，派去的都是能够找到解决办法的人。到了1800年，这些麻烦大多数都不复存在了，世界其他国家也开始尊重美国。
独立战争后的第一年给美国带来了许多变化，这个国家成长了很多。它出台了宪法，选出了领导人，处理了出现的问题。它向全世界证明，美国会存在下去！
注释：
【1】 政党是一些群体，群体中的人们在政府应该如何运作方面持有同样的基本主张。



政党
华盛顿担心多个政党会分裂美国，但实际上它们让美国更加强大。不同政党存在，让人民对自己的领袖有了更多的控制力。两个主要政党相互制约，如果一个党开始做出很多坏的决策，人们就可以通过投票给另外一个党来改变现状。哪个党的权力都不会过大。
今天，美国的主要政党是共和党和民主党。共和党很像乔治·华盛顿时期的民主共和党，他们希望削弱联邦政府，认为联邦政府不应该过多干预，主张各州权利。民主党更像联邦党，他们认为联邦政府应该更强有力一些，相信联邦政府应该为国家面对的所有难题负起责任。
你觉得为什么两个政党会使美国更为强大？两党会削弱这个国家吗？为什么会？又为什么又不会？



Time Line
■1765—Parliament passes the Stamp Act. Riots break out across the American colonies.
■October 1765—Delegates from nine colonies meet in New York City at the Stamp Act Congress.
■March 17, 1766—Parliament takes back the Stamp Act, but passes the Declaratory Act.
■March 5, 1770—A clash between a small group of British soldiers and a mob of angry townspeople leads to the Boston Massacre.
■May 1773—Parliament passes the Tea Act. This gives the British East India Company total control over all tea coming to the colonies. It also makes the tea tax lower for them.
■December 16, 1773—Colonists fight against the Tea Act with the Boston Tea Party.
■1774—Parliament responds to the Boston Tea Party with the Intolerable Acts.
■September 1774—The First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia.
■April 18, 1775—Paul Revere rides from Boston to wake up the Minutemen, shouting news of the British march toward Lexington and Concord. The first battles of the American Revolution begin the next day.
■May 10, 1775—The Second Continental Congress gets together. They decide to create a Continental Army and make George Washington its leader.
■June 17, 1775—The Battle of Bunker Hill.
■January 1776—Thomas Paine writes a book called Common Sense. It calls for America to declare independence from Britain.
■July 4, 1776—The Continental Congress agrees to sign the Declaration of Independence.
■November 15, 1777—The Continental Congress says yes to the Articles of Confederation. This is an early version of the Constitution.
■September 3, 1783—The United States and Britain sign the Treaty of Paris, ending the Revolutionary War. Britain agrees to treat the United States as an independent country.
■1787—Congress passes the Northwest Ordinance. This describes how new states will join the Union. All new states will have the same rights as old states.
■May 25, 1787—The Constitutional Convention gets together in Philadelphia to write a new Constitution. They show it to the delegates on September 17.
■February 4, 1789—The first presidential election is held. Everyone votes for George Washington, who becomes president, with John Adams as his Vice President.
■March 4, 1789—The new United States Constitution becomes law.
■1791—Congress approves the Bill of Rights, the first ten changes to the Constitution.
■1794—The Whiskey Rebellion begins in western Pennsylvania. George Washington leads the army to put an end to the law breaking. This shows the power of the central government.
■1797—Washington’s time as president ends. John Adams becomes the second president, with Thomas Jefferson as his Vice President.
■July 14, 1798—Congress passes the Alien and Sedition Acts. This makes it harder to become an American citizen. It also made it a crime to write bad and untrue things about the government.
■1800—President Adams goes to the Convention of 1800 with France. This ends all fighting between the two countries.




 

A newspaper account of the Tax Act protest.



In 1765, more than one and a half million people lived in the American colonies[1]. For the past hundred and fifty years, people had been coming to the colonies from Great Britain and other parts of Europe. Towns and cities had grown up. The land had become more settled. That didn’t mean life was always easy, though. For many of the colonists[2], especially those away from the cities, making a home and finding food still meant lots of hard work.
The people who came to the American colonies needed to be brave. The land changed the people. They weren’t the same people as they had been before they got there. They were different from the people they had been when they lived in Europe.
Still, the colonists thought of themselves as British. And Britain thought of them as British citizens. Britain had planted colonies all over the world. The colonies made money for Britain. They helped make Britain stronger. As long as the American colonies sent money back to Britain and helped out whenever there was a war, the British government was happy.
Slowly, though, the colonists were becoming Americans. They had a lot more in common with each other than with the people back in Britain. They no longer thought of themselves as British.
When the British Parliament[3] passed the Stamp Act, Britain expected the colonists to go along with it without much fuss. The Stamp Act was a way for Britain to get more money from their American colonies. Britain had just fought a long war with France, Spain, and other countries. Parliament thought the American colonies should help pay for the war.
The Stamp Act put a tax[4] on almost every kind of paper. All papers used in legal documents. All licenses. Even calendars, newspapers, and playing cards would be taxed.


Facsimiles of the British stamps

The American colonists were angry about the new taxes. Nobody had even asked them what they thought. Nobody was speaking up for them in the British Parliament.
They colonists thought they paid Britain enough taxes already. Plus, they paid taxes to their own colonies’ governments. Now this! It was just too much.
Britain found people living in the colonies to act as “stamp masters.” These men would collect the new tax and send it back to Britain. The other colonists were angry that these men had agreed to collect the tax. They called the men traitors. So most stamp masters quit their new jobs. They realized they had to choose between being American and being British.
Men from many of the colonies met in New York City. They wrote up a Declaration[5] of Rights[6] to send to the British king and Parliament. They were loyal to Britain, they wrote, but they thought they should be equal to other British citizens. They wanted someone to stand up for them in British Parliament. They wanted someone to make sure they were treated fairly.
The colonists refused to have anything to do with the Stamp Act. They stopped doing business with Britain. They didn’t want to use the stamps.


To show how angry they were, sometimes the colonists hung clothes stuffed to look like a British member of Parliament.

Finally, the British Parliament gave up on the Stamp Act. They weren’t happy about it, though. They didn’t like the colonies telling them what to do.
The next year, Parliament passed another law. This one was called the Townsend Acts. It was a set of new taxes. Britain still wanted to make sure it was getting all the money it could from its colonies. The British government also wanted to make sure the colonists knew who was in charge. The new taxes were on things like glass, paper, paint, and tea. 
The colonists were angry again. They refused to go along with this new tax either. Most of them stopped buying these things from the British. They either made their own or did without. Sometimes, they smuggled things down from Canada.


Editorial cartoon about the repeal of the Stamp Act

Eventually, Parliament gave up on all the taxes except for the tax on tea. The colonists were drinking smuggled tea so they didn’t care. Then, in 1773, the British Parliament passed the Tea Act. The Tea Act said that only one company could sell tea in the colonies. It also lowered the tea tax. This meant that British merchants[7] could now sell tea cheaper than the smugglers could.
Britain thought the colonists would be happy their tea was cheaper. Instead, the colonists were angry. They still didn’t want to be taxed without having someone in Parliament speaking on their behalf.
In cities along the coast, ships filled with tea arrived from Britain. In some cities, the colonists wouldn’t let the ships dock. In others, they unloaded the tea, but they locked it up in warehouses. Then they left it to rot. 
Then, three ships filled with tea docked in Boston. The colonists were furious. They had a meeting and made a plan. A group of men dressed up like Natives and swarmed the docks. They jumped onto the ships and dumped all the tea in the harbor.
The Boston Tea Party, as the riot[8] became known, made the British Parliament mad. They decided to punish the American colonists. So Parliament quickly passed another series of acts. The acts were supposed to get the American colonies under control.
The new acts were worse than anything Parliament had done yet. The colonists called them the Intolerable Acts. (If something is intolerable, you simply can’t stand it!)
One of the Intolerable Acts closed down Boston Harbor until the colonists paid for all the tea they had dumped in the harbor. Another act gave the governor of Massachusetts the power to pick all the colonies’ leaders. Town meetings were now against the law unless the governor gave his permission. 
Now the colonists had even less control. They were angry and frustrated.
In 1774, people from all of the thirteen colonies met in Philadelphia. These men were called delegates[9]. They still felt loyal to Britain, but they wanted better laws. The meeting was called the First Continental Congress.
The delegates wrote up the Declaration of Rights and Grievances[10] and sent it to King George III. They wanted the king to listen to them. They wanted to be able to get along with Britain and work things out.


King George III

Some people, though, were starting to wonder if that was possible. Maybe, they wondered, it was time for the colonies to no longer be part of Britain.
Note:
[1] Colonies are groups of people living in a land outside of their original country. They still have to take orders from the government of their homeland.
[2] Colonists are people who live in colonies.
[3] Parliament is a group of British leaders who make up one part of the government.
[4] A tax is extra money owed to the government on top of the normal price.
[5] When someone says something clearly, and in public, they are making a declaration.
[6] A person’s rights are the things she is owed, and can expect to receive.
[7] Merchants are business people who buy, sell, and trade things.
[8] A riot happens when a big group of people gets violent and starts destroying things.
[9] Delegates are people chosen to speak on someone else’s behalf. They stand up for the interests of the people who elected them.
[10] Grievances are like complaints. They say what is wrong and what needs changing.



Together We Stand!
Have you ever noticed that if you and someone else get mad about the same thing, you end up feeling closer to each other? Maybe a bunch of students think a teacher is being unfair. Or maybe you and your brother or sister are angry with your parents because they won’t let you do something you both want to do. Or maybe you and another kid at school are upset with a bully who has been giving both of you a hard time. When something like that happens, you usually end up feeling closer to each other. Something about facing the same problem pulls people together.
That’s what happened with the thirteen colonies. The British Parliament had hoped the laws it passed would make the colonists see how wrong they had been. They wanted the colonists to stop rebelling. They wanted them do what they were told. Instead, the American colonies stood together and grew stronger. The differences between Britain and the colonies became even greater. The colonies pulled together on the same side against the British. 





A statue of a Minuteman stands in Boston



The colonists thought Britain should listen to them. All they wanted was someone to stand up for them in the British Parliament. They weren’t asking for anything wrong or silly.
But instead, Parliament made harsher laws. Parliament tried to punish the colonists. The British Parliament thought the American colonies were out of line. It thought it needed to make the colonists obey.
At first, the colonists didn’t want to break away from Britain. Most of them just wanted to find some way to work things out.
British soldiers had been sent to the colonies. This was part of the Intolerable Act. The soldiers were there to make sure the colonists obeyed the law. The colonists didn’t like them being there. The colonists formed secret armies in case they needed to protect themselves from the British soldiers. These armies were called militias[1]. They watched the British soldiers. They wanted to make sure they knew what the British might do.
These groups called themselves Patriots. A patriot means someone who stands up for his or her country. The colonists who called themselves Patriots were beginning to think of America as their country. They still thought of America as a part of Britain—but they were ready to do whatever they had to do to protect their rights.
Other colonists called themselves Loyalists. These people were loyal to Britain. They didn’t want to make trouble with Britain. They believed loyalty to the British king and to Parliament was more important than their rights. They thought it would be better to just pay the taxes, even if they didn’t like them.
On the evening of April 18, 1775, the Patriots in Massachusetts found out that the Redcoats—the British soldiers—were about to do something. The Redcoats were going to Concord to destroy all the town’s weapons. The British were afraid the Patriots might attack them. They wanted to make sure they couldn’t.
Paul Revere, one of the Patriots, rode through the night. He told everyone what was going on. He gathered the members of the militia. The militia called themselves Minutemen. They could be ready to go in a minute. 


Illustration of Paul Revere’s ride

And by morning, they were ready. Almost seventy Minutemen waited for the British. They blocked the road in Lexington. Now the Redcoats couldn’t get to Concord. The British leader was frustrated. He wanted these men out of the road. But they wouldn’t move. Finally, he ordered his men to attack the Minutemen.
The fight was over quickly. The British thought they had won. But that first shot became known as “the shot heard ’round the world.” That shot was the beginning of the War of Independence[2]. We also call it the Revolutionary[3] War.
But Britain didn’t know that yet. The Redcoats marched on to Concord. Nobody was waiting to attack them in Concord. The soldiers went through the town. They destroyed any weapons they found. They burned the courthouse.
From a hill near town, the Patriots watched. As the day went on, more and more Patriots arrived.


Battle at Concord’s North Bridge

Then, late in the morning, the Patriots attacked. The Redcoats were surprised. They knew now they hadn’t taken the Patriots seriously enough. All that day, Patriots and Redcoats fought between Concord and Boston. By night, it was clear that the Patriots wouldn’t give up.
The fighting in Massachusetts was only the beginning of the Revolutionary War. On May 10, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. They created a Continental Army. George Washington would command it.


George Washington addressing the troops

Meanwhile, most colonists still thought of themselves as British. Most of them weren’t trying to form a separate country. They still just wanted Parliament to take them seriously.
Then, in January of 1776, a man named Thomas Paine wrote a little book called Common Sense. He was a Patriot who believed that America was his country, not Britain. Paine wrote that the American colonies should break away from Britain. He said that America was so different from Britain that it already was a different country.


Thomas Paine

People couldn’t stop talking about Common Sense. In June, the Continental Congress decided they should write a Declaration of Independence. Thomas Jefferson wrote most of it. Other people helped him. On July 4, 1776, the members of Congress said they agreed with the Declaration of Independence. That date—the Fourth of July— would now always be known as Independence Day.
For the next several years, the fighting continued. Now, though, the Americans were fighting for more than their rights. Now they were fighting for their freedom. They were fighting for their own country. No longer were they just trying to make things work as part of Britain.


Trumbull’s mural of the signing of the Declaration of Independence

As the months passed, the Americans won more battles. France joined their fight against Britain. This encouraged the Americans. It made the British angry. It also told Britain that America was here to stay.
In April 1782, the British Parliament decided to stop fighting. Slowly, the Redcoats left America. Finally, Britain agreed to accept the United States of America. It was no longer a group of British colonies. It was its own country.
But what would happen next? The Americans had won the war. Now, they had to start building a country. And that was a very big job.
Note:
[1] A militia is a group of ordinary citizens who fight only in times of need.
[2] A country with independence makes its own laws and decisions and doesn’t need another country’s support.
[3] Something is called revolutionary when it makes a big change from how things were done in the past.



The Shot Heard ’Round the World
This line is from a famous poem written by the American author Ralph Waldo Emerson. A single gunshot began the war that led to the birth of the United States. That shot wasn’t really heard around the world of course. But it did change the entire world forever. The United States has shaped world history ever since its birth. What’s more, the ideas the colonists fought for—ideas about freedom and rights—spread to other countries all around the world.






The Articles of Confederation



Fighting and winning the War of Independence felt good. Now, though, the leaders of the new country had to figure out how to govern[1] the United States.
Back in 1776, the Continental Congress had asked Thomas Jefferson to write the Declaration of Independence. It had said that the United States would be its own country. It would no longer be part of Britain. At the same time, Congress asked another man, John Dickinson, to write the Articles[2] of Confederation[3]. These laid out the rules for the new country.
Dickinson was not the kind of man who liked change. He hadn’t thought the colonies should separate from Britain. Once they did, he wanted the colonies—which would now be called states—to work under a strong central[4] government. The central government would have the most control. This meant that the states would not have as much power, and that the country as a whole would have more power.
The other members of the Continental Congress did not like Dickinson’s ideas. They worried about giving too much power to a central government. They were afraid that the United States might do the same things that Britain had. They did not want to lose their freedom again. That’s why they wanted the states to have their own governments. They wanted to give the states most of the power. The central government would tie them together, but it would have little power. They thought the states should form a “league[5] of friendship.”
For months, all the while the war for independence went on, Congress argued about the Articles of Confederation. Finally, they came up with a compromise[6]. They made changes to what John Dickinson had written. On November 15, 1777, they voted to accept the new Articles. Congress would act as the central government. Representatives or delegates from each state would make up Congress.
Congress still had power. It could decide when the country was going to go to war. It could make treaties[7]. It could print money. Congress could make all the decisions that affected the whole country. Before Congress could make any decision, though, at least nine out of the thirteen states had to agree. If they wanted to change the Articles of Confederation, all the states had to agree.
These ideas all seemed good to Congress at the time. They wanted to make sure nobody would be able to take their freedom away again. As soon as the war was over, though, they ran into problems.
A lot of the problems had to do with money. The war had started because of taxes. The new country decided that Congress wouldn’t be allowed to collect taxes. Congress needed money to do its job, though. Each state agreed to give money to help run the country. But the states found out they didn’t have enough money. They couldn’t pay their own bills and still give Congress the money they had said they would.
The United States now owned the land between the original thirteen colonies and the Mississippi River. (Of course, they had taken this land from the Native people who lived there first!) Congress was in charge of this area. They decided to sell pieces of this land to people who wanted to live there. This let them raise money on their own.


Colonial currency

Congress had decided that once the number of people in a new territory got to 5,000, it would have a governor. It would also be allowed then to send delegates to Congress. These delegates wouldn’t be allowed to vote. They would be allowed to tell Congress what their territory needed, though. Once the population got to 60,000, the territory could write a state constitution[8]. Then they could send their constitution to Congress. Once Congress had approved it, the territory could become a state.
New states would have all the same rights as the original states. Congress wanted to make sure no part of the country would have fewer rights than another. This was an important idea in the new United States. It was also very different from the way most countries worked.
Another problem quickly came up. The treaty that ended the war said that British companies could collect the money the original colonies had owed them. But the states didn’t have enough money to pay the colonies’ debts. To get the money, a lot of states started taxing their residents. People were angry about the high taxes. Some of them lost everything they owned. Some ended up in debtors’ prison.
These high taxes seemed very unfair to most people. They had fought a war to get away from taxes like these!
By 1786, one group of farmers in Massachusetts had had enough. A man named Daniel Shays led them. The group kept the debtors’ courts from meeting.


Daniel Shays’ rebellion

Like the colonists twenty years earlier, Shays and his men didn’t think they were doing anything wrong. They thought the taxes were unfair. They were standing up for their rights. They thought the Massachusetts government would agree with them and lower the taxes. 
This didn’t happen, though. The governor, James Bowdoin, thought Shays was dangerous. He believed Shays needed to be stopped. Bowdoin and other Massachusetts leaders used their own money to hire an army to stop Shays’ group.
In January 1787, Shays and a group of 2,000 men attacked the armory[9] in Springfield, Massachusetts. Bowdoin had been ignoring them. Shays and his followers were really angry now. They still just wanted the government to listen to them.
Before Shays and his men got to the armory, Bowdoin’s army stopped them. The army fired cannons at Shays’ men. Four men were killed. Another twenty were wounded.
The farmers were shocked. They had never thought it would go this far. They scattered and ran into the woods. Shays and the other leaders of the rebellion escaped to Vermont.
The Shays Rebellion showed the Continental Congress that things weren’t working. Something had to change. Congress hadn’t been able to do anything to make things better in Massachusetts. They hadn’t had the power to do that. Clearly, the central government needed to be stronger.


Colonial farmer (reenactment)

By 1787, Congress was ready to start working on a completely new Constitution.
Note:
[1] To govern is to guide and give leadership.
[2] Articles are small statements.
[3] A confederation is an agreement between a group of states to work together.
[4] A central government makes decisions that affect states across the country.
[5] A league is like a confederation, but it is a looser agreement. It doesn’t force members of the group to listen to each other or work together.
[6] When two groups believe two different things, they will sometimes make a compromise—they each agree to give up something and meet the other halfway.
[7] Treaties are promises or agreements that a country makes.
[8] A constitution is a set of laws and rules that tell how a state or country should be run.
[9] An armory is a building that houses weapons.



Who Owned America?
When the settlers from Europe arrived in North America, people were already living on the land. At first, the colonists worked out agreements with the Native people. The colonists took land they thought was empty. Most of the Native people were hunters. They weren’t farmers the way the Europeans were. This meant that most of the land looked empty to the settlers. Soon more and more white people lived in the colonies. They needed more and more land. They pushed the Native people back. They fought wars with the Natives. Americans started to believe that God had given them the entire continent, from sea to sea. They thought God wanted them to live there. They felt it was right to take the land away from the Natives.
What do you think?








On May 25, 1787, the Constitutional Convention began. James Madison, from Virginia, was one of the delegates. He was excited. He wanted to get started on the new constitution.
Madison and other men from his state had made the Virginia Plan. The Virginia Plan was an idea for how to make the new constitution work. It would be very different from the Articles of Confederation.
Under the Virginia Plan, the federal[1] government would have power over the state governments. Madison wanted to make sure the federal government didn’t have too much power, though. 
All the delegates knew the federal government needed some power. The Articles of Confederation hadn’t given it enough power. The Virginia Plan would make a federal government that was built in sections. This would make sure the power was split between each section. Each section would have different jobs.
The Virginia Plan made the United States a republic[2]. That meant that people would vote to elect the men who ran the country. These men would represent the people. They were called representatives. 
States with more people would have more representatives. States with fewer people living in them would have fewer representatives. That seemed fair to most of the larger states. The smaller states weren’t as happy, though. They worried they would have less power because of their size.
The New Jersey delegates came up with a different plan. Each state would have one vote, no matter how many people lived in the state. Now, the larger states weren’t happy. They didn’t like the New Jersey Plan. They didn’t think it was right that small states should be counted the same way they were. 
For weeks, the delegates argued. No one could agree. No one wanted to give in even a little bit.
Finally, Roger Sherman from Connecticut came up with a third idea. Sherman thought the government should have two sections. This was like the Virginia Plan. These sections would be called legislative[3] houses. But Sherman’s idea for these two houses was a compromise between the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan. Sherman’s plan said that in one house, delegates from each state would be elected based on population. In the other house, each state would have the same number of votes. 
At first, nobody paid much attention to Sherman’s idea. They just kept arguing. 
Then Alexander Hamilton, from New York, presented still another plan. Hamilton’s plan gave the states almost no power. Instead, the governor of the federal government would have the most power. Also, all the representatives and the governor would be elected for life. Most of the delegates really didn’t like Hamilton’s ideas. They called it the British Plan. It was much too close to the way things worked in Britain. The United States wanted to do things differently.


Alexander Hamilton

Finally, the delegate from Maryland, Luther Martin, said he thought everyone should think more about Sherman’s idea. The other delegates agreed. This was the plan they decided to go with.
The convention wasn’t over yet. The delegates still disagreed on a lot of things.
One thing they disagreed about was slavery. Some thought they should end slavery immediately. Other delegates had slaves. Many of them depended on slaves to run their large farms and make them money. These men didn’t want to end slavery. Finally, they made another compromise. They agreed that the federal government would have the power to end slavery. But the government promised not to do that for another twenty years.
Slavery caused other arguments. Should the number of slaves in a state count when figuring out how many representatives a state should have? A state with a lot of slaves could get more representatives if they counted their slaves. The states with lots of slaves were in the South. Many Southern states thought they should count the slaves. This would give the South more power in the country. Most Northern states thought that wouldn’t be fair. They worried the Southern states might just bring in more slaves to get more representatives. The North didn’t want the South having more power.
Finally, the men made another compromise. They would count each slave as three-fifths of a person.


A diagram of a slave ship shows the cramped conditions.

Most of the delegates had agreed at last. They were ready now to write the new constitution. Then representatives from all the states needed to sign it.
Under the Articles of Confederation, all the states had to agree on the Constitution. Now, though, the delegates changed that rule. They said that only nine out of thirteen states had to sign it. They were afraid nothing would ever get done if they had to wait for everyone to agree! Rhode Island hadn’t even sent any delegates to the Constitutional Convention.
A lot of people were upset about this change. They were afraid Congress was already trying to take away their power. They worried they might lose some of their freedom.
One by one, state representatives signed the Constitution. As more states agreed, the others felt they should go along with the rest. The last states to sign the Constitution still weren’t sure it was the right thing. But they went ahead and signed it anyway. They knew it was time for America to move forward. Rhode Island was the last state to sign the Constitution. Rhode Island didn’t say yes to the Constitution until three years later, on May 29, 1790.
James Madison also wrote some additions to the Constitution. These were called the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights would limit the power of the U.S. government. It said that ten special rights—like freedom of speech, for example, and newspapers’ freedom to print whatever they wanted—would be protected forever. The U.S. government could never become so strong that it could take away these rights. This was another compromise. It was a way to make everybody happy.


Portrait of James Madison who went on to become the fourth president of the United States.

With the new Constitution, the United States had taken another important step as a country. Now, they needed to find the right leader.

Note:
[1] The federal government is the central government, which is today based in Washington, D.C.
[2] A republic is a country in which people vote for their leaders.
[3] Legislative means having to do with making laws. 



States Rights or Federal Power?
Right at the beginning, Americans split into two groups—the Federalists and the Antifederalists. The Federalists liked the new Constitution. They wanted a stronger federal government. The Antifederalists, on the other hand, worried about giving the federal government too much power. They wanted to keep more power for the states. We no longer use these words (Federalist and Antifederalist), but Americans still argue over this same thing. Should states be able to make their own laws about things like same-sex marriage, the environment, and abortion? Or should the federal government be able to pass laws for the entire country? People don’t agree.
What do you think?




 




After the Revolutionary War, George Washington just wanted to go home. He had served as a general in the war. He had led the army. He had helped win the war. Now, he wanted a life of peace. He wanted to relax in his own home. He wanted to work on his farm in Mount Vernon, Virginia. He wanted to spend time with his wife, Martha.
Washington cared about what was going on in the new country, though. He had been chosen as one of the delegates from Virginia. Most people in the United States looked up to Washington. They thought he had done a good job leading the troops during the war. On the first day of the convention, the other delegates picked him to be the convention president.
When the convention was over, Congress set the date for the first presidential election. It would take place on February 4, 1789. For the first time, people living in America would vote for the leader of their new country.
When the votes were counted, George Washington had been elected as the first president of the United States. Everyone voted for Washington! Not a single person voted for anyone else.

Washington didn’t really want to be president. He would have been much happier to stay home. He didn’t think he knew enough to be president, either. Still, he wanted to do the right thing. His country had asked him to do a job. He didn’t want to let his country down. So on April 30, 1789, Washington was made the president of the United States. John Adams was the vice president.
Washington wanted to make sure he had good men to help him make wise decisions. He wanted people who would give him good advice. He picked men to help him run the country. Thomas Jefferson would be Secretary of State. This meant he would help the United States get along with other countries. Alexander Hamilton would be Secretary of the Treasury. He would help Washington make decisions about the country’s money. Washington also chose a Secretary of War to help make decisions about the country’s army. An Attorney General would help make decisions about the law.
Washington had to deal with problems right away. A big problem was the money the United States still owed Britain. Alexander Hamilton wanted to make a national bank. The national bank would take all the debts each state owed and put them together. The federal government would then be responsible for paying the whole thing. The states would give money to the national bank to help pay.
Hamilton thought a national bank would tie the states together more. He thought having them help pay each other’s debts would be good for them. The Northern states thought this was a good idea. They had more debt. A national bank meant they would have help paying that debt. The Southern states disagreed. They had more money and less debt. They didn’t want to help the Northern states with their debt.
Washington wasn’t sure what was the right answer. He wanted to do what was best. He asked his advisors what they thought. People couldn’t agree. Thomas Jefferson, especially, thought a national bank was a bad idea. He thought the Constitution didn’t give the federal government the power to make a bank. 
Eventually, Washington made up his mind. He decided to go with Hamilton’s idea.
The argument went on, though. People all over the country took one side or the other. Washington didn’t like the disagreements. He was afraid the arguments would make the country weaker.
Political parties[1] took shape around this argument. Those who agreed with Thomas Jefferson that the bank was a bad idea became the Democratic-Republicans. Those who agreed with Hamilton became the Federalists.
Once the national bank had been created, the government had to raise money to pay the debt. Hamilton wanted to charge a tax on whiskey to get money.
In western Pennsylvania, small farmers were upset by the whiskey tax. They made a lot of whiskey. Some farmers even used whiskey instead of money. The richer people in the East didn’t use whiskey much. The tax didn’t bother them. That didn’t seem right to the farmers in Pennsylvania. They thought the tax was unfair, since they used whiskey so much more than people in other parts of the country did.
For a long time, the farmers tried to get out of paying the tax. They said they would obey the laws of Pennsylvania—but they didn’t want to obey the laws of the United States. 
In July 1784, this disagreement turned into a revolt. A mob broke into the house of the man who was in charge of the tax collectors. One of the rebels was shot and killed. Everyone got angrier. The next day, the rebels came back and burned down the house.
Washington knew he had to do something to end the rebellion. He traveled to Pennsylvania and led an army to deal with the situation. The army captured the leaders of the rebellion. The rest gave up.
People liked the way Washington handled the Whiskey Rebellion. They liked that he had taken charge of the situation. Even people who didn’t like the whiskey tax felt good about President Washington. They liked that he had gone to Pennsylvania himself. Washington’s action helped people accept the stronger federal government.
The United States also had to deal with problems from outside the country. First George Washington, and then John Adams, the second president, had to take care of trouble with Britain and France. Both presidents sent men to Europe to talk with the British and French. These men were able to find ways to settle the problems. By 1800, these problems had mostly disappeared. The rest of the world was starting to respect the United States.
The first years after the Revolutionary War had brought many changes for the United States. The country had grown up a lot. It had written a constitution. It had elected leaders. It had taken care of problems that had come up. It had proven to the world that America was here to stay!
Note:
[1] Political parties are groups of people who believe in the same basic ideas of how government should be run.



Political Parties
Washington was afraid political parties would tear the country apart. But they actually made it stronger. Having different political parties let people have more control over what their leaders did. The two main parties balanced each other. If one party started making a lot of bad decisions, people could change things by voting for the other party. Neither party could be too powerful.
Today the main political parties in the United States are the Republicans and the Democrats. The Republicans are most like the Democratic-Republicans of George Washington’s day. Republicans want the federal government to be smaller. They believe that the federal government should not get in the way of businesses. They are in favor of states’ rights. Democrats are more like the Federalists. They think the federal government should be stronger. They believe the federal government should take charge of all the problems the country faces.
Why do you think it makes the United States stronger to have two political parties? Do you think it could ever make the country less strong? Why or why not?
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