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年表



■1619年,一艘荷兰船将20名非洲人卖到詹姆斯敦定居点，这第一批非洲人被当作仆人而不是奴隶来对待。

■1793年,伊莱·惠特尼发明了轧棉机。

■1820年,通过《密苏里妥协案》，密苏里南部边界以北不能有蓄奴州。

■1846-1848年,美墨战争在得克萨斯进行。

■1850年,通过《1850年妥协案》，目的是让南北双方满意。其中包括《逃跑奴隶法案》。

■1856年,废奴主义团体和支持奴隶制的团体涌入堪萨斯州参加投票，双方发生暴力冲突。

■1856年5月,参议员查尔斯·塞纳发表反对奴隶制演说。两天后，一位南卡罗来纳州的参议员在国会袭击了他。对此，北方非常愤慨，南方则拍手称快，因为终于有人站出来反对北方了。

■1858年,亚伯拉罕·林肯和史蒂芬·道格拉斯竞选伊利诺伊州参议员。针对奴隶制扩张问题，二人展开一系列辩论。林肯反对扩张，而道格拉斯支持扩张。最后，道格拉斯当选参议员。

■1860年,南卡罗来纳州不满林肯当选美国总统，首先从联邦脱离。随后，密西西比州、佛罗里达州、阿拉巴马州、佐治亚州、路易斯安那州和得克萨斯州也脱离了联邦。

■1861年,南部脱离州成立了美利坚联盟国。联盟军向南卡罗来纳州的萨姆特堡发起进攻。驻扎在萨姆特堡的联邦军队自知无法获胜，向联盟军投降。这是美国内战的第一场战斗。

■1862年9月22日,林肯发表《解放宣言》，宣告所有奴隶得到自由。宣言进一步表明了内战的目的是废除奴隶制度。

■1863年7月1日到3日,葛底斯堡战役，联邦军获胜。这是内战中规模最大的战役之一，也是重要的转折点。从此，联邦军队开始节节胜利。

■1863年11月,林肯总统在葛底斯堡纪念阵亡士兵仪式上发表了著名演说。

■1864年秋天,联邦军威廉·谢尔曼将军向海洋进军。在向佐治亚州进发的过程中，谢尔曼将军在所到之处焚烧房舍，摧毁城镇。12月，他率军抵达萨凡纳城，并写信给林肯，称将萨凡纳城当作圣诞礼物献给林肯。

■1865年4月14日,林肯总统遇刺身亡。在福特剧院看戏时，他被约翰·威尔克斯·布斯射中头部，在第二天早上去世。

■1865年4月9日,南方联盟军罗伯特·李将军向联邦军乌里塞斯·格兰特将军投降，美国内战结束。 

■1867年3月2日,国会通过重建法案。南部脱离州的州政府已经垮台，联邦军驻扎在当地维持治安。

■1876年,总统大选没有人获胜。共和党和民主党都认为各自的候选人获胜。协商后，共和党的拉瑟福德·海斯当选总统。




第一章





奴隶制











一座种植园中的奴隶小屋



1619年，第一批奴隶被运到北美殖民地。在小镇詹姆斯敦，一艘荷兰船用20个非洲黑人交换了食品。这意味着，在北美殖民地建立12年之后，奴隶制就开始了。










最初，非洲黑人只被当作仆人，他们可以通过努力换取自由。过了一段时间，这个制度发生了变化。大批非洲黑人被卖到美洲成为奴隶，彻底失去了获得自由的渠道。





非洲黑人在极不人道的条件下，被运到美洲殖民地，并强迫为奴


购买奴隶的价钱比付给工人的工资便宜多了，所以美国人对自己说，一些人是可以“拥有”另一些人的，因为白种人比黑人优越。他们声称黑人不应完全算人，还说非洲黑人在美洲大陆过得更好。这些说法是荒谬的，是为了让其他人相信奴隶制的存在是合理的。

最初，奴隶大多在农场种植烟草。烟草种植很容易破坏土壤，一旦土壤被破坏，农作物就不能再生长了，庄园主只好搬家。这可太费钱了，而且当时，英国人已经不再大量购买烟草了。

这一时期，被卖到北美洲的奴隶人数众多，还要加上在美洲出生的黑人孩子。许多奴隶主拥有大量奴隶，却没有工作给他们做。没活干，还要为奴隶提供衣食住处，要浪费很多钱。所以，有些奴隶主就打算干脆把奴隶都放了。

1793年，伊莱·惠特尼发明了轧棉机。轧棉机是一种可以去除棉籽的机器。在这之前，人们只能用手摘除棉籽，时间长，效率低，许多人都不愿种棉花。





伊莱·惠特尼


轧棉机发明之后，摘棉籽变得太容易了。一时之间，人人都想种棉花。奴隶主再也不想释放奴隶了。他们兴建了更大的棉花种植园，让奴隶大量种棉花。

许多人种棉花发了财。他们建了大房子，拥有成百的奴隶，这些人就是我们现在所说的奴隶主。但并非所有奴隶主都发了财，很多奴隶主也要像普通工人一样劳作，大多数奴隶主只有几个奴隶。





奴隶正在使用轧棉机


在南部，只有最穷的白人没有奴隶。即使是他们，也认为拥有奴隶是件好事，希望有一天能有几个奴隶帮他们干活，让他们发财。

有时候，奴隶主也会释放奴隶，这通常是因为奴隶为他们做了特别的好事。还有一些奴隶主释放奴隶，是因为奴隶太老了或病得干不动活了。奴隶主并非善心大发，只是对那些干不了活的奴隶，奴隶主不想白养活他们而已。那些又老又病的奴隶被赶出农场，必须想其他的办法养活自己。

那个时代，获得自由的奴隶还要面对种族歧视
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 ，因为在19世纪初的美国，几乎所有黑人都是奴隶，他们无法融入社会。如果人们在街上看到一个黑人，通常会认为他是奴隶。即便是恢复了自由的黑人，有时也经常会被抓住再卖给别人。人们说他们一定是逃跑的奴隶，或者说，白人根本不在乎被抓的黑人是不是逃跑者。

随着美国领土向西部扩张，奴隶主也想带着奴隶向西迁移。这种情况引起了北方的关注，因为在19世纪初，北方各州已经废除了奴隶制。北方不希望奴隶制扩张，主要有两个原因：

第一，许多北方人认为奴隶制度是不道德的，把人当成商品买卖是错误的。他们从逃亡的奴隶那里听到了很多故事，也知道奴隶们过着悲惨的生活。哈里特·比彻·斯托夫人创作的《汤姆叔叔的小屋》就详细描述了黑奴的悲惨生活。读过这本书的人都惊呆了，他们不敢相信，黑人竟然受到了如此非人的虐待。




第二，如果奴隶制扩张，许多北方人担心奴隶会抢走工作，导致自己失业。所以，北方人想赶走所有黑人，最好是把黑人赶出美国。

1822年，美国殖民协会在非洲利比里亚成立，利比里亚被认为是适合曾为奴隶的人们居住的国家。这个协会总共运送了几千名获得自由的黑奴到利比里亚。然而，这个办法行不通，因为那些获得自由的黑奴自幼生长在美国，也认为自己是美国人，根本不能适应非洲的生活。





被白人奴隶主鞭打后，留在黑奴背上的疤痕


很多人认为把美国的黑人赶到利比里亚是个非常好的解决办法，可结果让他们失望了。

到了19世纪中期，美国人对奴隶制的态度分成了两派，不久，更因此引发了一场战争。


注释：




【1】
  种族歧视是指一些人相信某个种族（无论是黑人、亚裔、白人还是原住民）不如其他种族。




工作机会和种族歧视



自建国以来，美国人总是担心其他族裔会抢夺他们的工作机会，这正是从其他国家来美国的新移民总会面临种族歧视的原因之一。如果美国当地人拒绝接纳某些人，他们就声称那些人不如美国人优秀，这种说法听起来很容易接受。然而，整个美国就是由不同族裔的人组成的，正是这些人使美国变得强大。

今天，美国依然面临种族歧视问题。在21世纪，美国人担心拉丁美洲人来美国抢走工作机会。他们不认为拉美族裔会为美国做出贡献，反而认为他们会令一些美国人变穷。

你是怎么想的呢？这种歧视是不是和19世纪美国北方人担心黑人会抢走工作类似呢？说说看，为什么是或为什么不是呢？
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南北分裂











北方需要南方种植的棉花，南方需要北方的工厂将棉花制成商品



奴隶制度是当时美国北方和南方的主要矛盾，但不是唯一的矛盾。






在美国，北部各州和南部各州有很大的差异。南方有很多农场，而北方有很多工厂。北方把南方种植的棉花制成布料，还将食品和其他商品卖到南方，赚了很多钱。

因为北方有A很多工作机会，大部分移民
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 搬迁到了北方各州，北方的人口比南方增长得更快。

南方人对北方很不满意。北方没有奴隶，北方人反对奴隶制，可他们却购买南方奴隶种植的棉花，还向奴隶主卖东西赚钱。在当时的美国，无论买还是卖，都涉及奴隶的劳动，几乎无法避免。即使是那些反对奴隶制的人，身上也穿着用奴隶种植的棉花制成的衣服。

许多北方人坚信奴隶制是错误的，甚至帮助奴隶逃跑，而南方人认为这种行为是偷窃。

“地下铁路”是北方人帮助奴隶逃跑的一种通道。“地下铁路”并不是真正的铁路，而是奴隶从南方逃到北方的路线，由逃亡奴隶可休息藏身的谷仓、岩洞和密室组成。这些藏身的地方叫“车站”，帮助奴隶转移藏身处的人叫“列车员”，“列车员”中有白人还有获得了自由的黑人。并非所有的逃亡奴隶都使用这条“地下铁路”，甚至在当时，许多奴隶都不知道有这种途径。但据统计，单是通过“地下铁路”获得自由的黑奴就有10万人。





“地下铁路”纪念碑


废奴主义者指的是北方一些坚信奴隶制必将消亡的人，他们认为把人当成奴隶是错误的。南方奴隶主非常痛恨北方废奴主义者。

19世纪上半叶，美国蓄奴州和废奴州的数量是相等的，这意味着双方的政治力量相当。随着北方反对奴隶制的呼声越来越高，南方的奴隶主担心联邦政府会阻止奴隶制向西扩张。他们还担心北方废奴州会多于南方蓄奴州。如果这种情况发生，废奴州就会控制国会，这意味着他们会掌握更多的权力，甚至能替蓄奴州做决定。

在相当长的一段时间里，废奴州和蓄奴州的政治力量保持着平衡。如果增加了一个废奴州，就相应增加一个蓄奴州，所以双方的数目一直是相等的。

1820年，密苏里州作为一个蓄奴州加入联邦，同时，缅因州作为一个废奴州也加入联邦。国会通过了一项叫《密苏里妥协
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 案》的法案，法案规定：任何一个新加入联邦的密苏里南部边界以北的州，必须是废奴州。

1846年至1848年的“美墨战争”再次引发了奴隶制问题。由于美国领土进一步扩张，废奴州和蓄奴州都想乘机壮大自己的政治力量。南方和北方的政治领袖纷纷表达出了各自完全不同的主张和设想。1850年，国会通过了《1850年妥协案》，法案的目的是让双方都满意。法案规定，加利福尼亚州作为废奴州加入联邦；在华盛顿特区不能买卖奴隶（但在当地拥有奴隶还是合法的）。为了让南方也满意，国会通过了《逃跑奴隶法案》。

《逃跑奴隶法案》规定，协助奴隶逃跑是违法的；任何人在美国任何地方发现了逃跑的奴隶，都有义务抓住他；如果警察或官员抓住了逃跑的奴隶，会得到更多奖赏；逃跑黑奴无权在法庭上为自己辩护。

废奴主义者认为这项法案很恐怖，“地下铁路”更是加紧运送逃亡的黑奴。马萨诸塞州颁布法令说，谁要是执行
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 《逃跑奴隶法案》，谁就是违法。更有一些人痛恨《逃跑奴隶法案》，他们把抓逃跑奴隶的人痛打一顿，然后放走奴隶。

南方人看到北方人如此对待《逃跑奴隶法案》，非常愤怒。要知道，这可是《1850年妥协案》中唯一让南方人满意的条款，而北方人竟敢公然藐视它！





“地下铁路”路线图


南北之间的另一项重大争议是在哪儿修建横贯大陆的铁路。这个问题已经讨论很长时间了，南方人主张将铁路修建在南方，而北方人主张铁路应走北方路线，穿过内布拉斯加州。

1854年，伊利诺伊州的参议员史蒂芬·道格拉斯开始着手在芝加哥修建铁路。这就是说，横贯大陆的铁路将在北方修建，而且横穿内布拉斯加州。道格拉斯希望这么做会为他在伊利诺伊州赢得更多选票，还希望在北方修铁路会为他带来巨大财富，因为他在铁路必经之地拥有大量土地，还持有铁路公司的大量股票
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 。

为了争取南方的支持，道格拉斯提出了《堪萨斯—内布拉斯加法案》。那时，内布拉斯加州拥有广阔的土地。《堪萨斯—内布拉斯加法案》将它划分成两个州——堪萨斯州和内布拉斯加州，还规定每个州有权决定蓄奴还是废奴。但这项法案和之前的《密苏里妥协案》相矛盾，因为堪萨斯州和内布拉斯加州都是位于密苏里南部边界以北的州，应该是废奴州。

道格拉斯开始致力于废除《密苏里妥协案》，他希望南方同意《堪萨斯—内布拉斯加法案》。他其实并不真正关心奴隶制度，他非常在意的是州政府的自主权。他主张每个州都应该自主决定蓄奴还是废奴。他认为《密苏里妥协案》剥夺了州政府的权力，应该废除。

1854年5月，国会废除了《密苏里妥协案》，通过了《堪萨斯—内布拉斯加法案》。一时之间，废奴团体和支持奴隶制的人纷纷涌入堪萨斯州，企图在投票时占上风。

之后的几年里，堪萨斯州的生活一团糟。到处都是争论奴隶制的人们，一些人因此丧命，甚至整座城镇都被烧毁。堪萨斯在当时被称作“血腥堪萨斯”。

1856年5月，马萨诸塞州的参议员查尔斯·塞纳针对时事发表演说。他声称这是一场对堪萨斯州的犯罪，并强烈谴责南卡罗来纳州参议员安德鲁·巴特勒试图强迫堪萨斯州实行奴隶制的行为。塞纳痛恨奴隶制，在演说中激情澎湃，他指责巴特勒是个大骗子，是效忠奴隶制的奴仆。

塞纳演说时，巴特勒并不在场，但他的侄子普莱斯顿·布鲁克目睹了一切，塞纳对他叔叔的人身攻击让布鲁克非常气恼。两天后布鲁克在议会找到了塞纳，用手杖狠敲他的头。塞纳被打昏倒地，其他议员费了好大力气才把布鲁克拉开。塞纳受了重伤，之后在欧洲疗养了很多年。





普莱斯顿·布鲁克殴打参议员塞纳


这件事，北方人听了惊恐万分，南方人却拍手称快。打人之后，布鲁克被迫辞去公职，可是赞赏他的人又马上投票让他当选。

布鲁克在南方和北方都成为一种象征。南方人把他当作英雄，有骨气，不退缩，为他感到骄傲。北方人则认为他是南方人粗鲁残暴的代表。想想看，一个南方绅士居然在公众场合打人，那他在私下里会有多残暴啊！他会怎样虐待他的奴隶啊！其他南方人竟然赞赏这种野蛮行为，他们一定都和布鲁克一样残酷无情，北方人开始想应该做点什么了。


注释：




【1】
  移民指那些离开家乡，搬到其他国家居住生活的人。




【2】
  妥协指的是对立的双方各退让一步并取得共识。




【3】
  执行（法律）指严格按照法律的规定办事。




【4】
  如果一个人持有股票，就是说他拥有公司的一部分。当公司赚钱时，他有权按所持股票的数量分得红利。




你会怎么做？



现在，我们都知道奴隶制是罪恶的。你会说，如果我生活在19世纪，我绝不会支持奴隶制。但是，如果真的生活在那个时代，你很难做到不和奴隶制产生关联。甚至在当今社会，比如说，我们身上穿的衣服，也许就是某些国家里受到非人虐待的工人制做的，这些工厂的工作环境通常都很不安全，甚至还雇用童工。我们虽然知道这样对待工人是不对的，可我们中的大多数还是忍不住购买和穿着他们做的衣服！

真的很难说我们应该怎么做才能改变现状。生活在19世纪的美国人也面临同样的难题——类似奴隶制这样的难题，太大太难了。它需要坚定勇敢的人大声疾呼，告诉其他人什么是对的、什么是错的。即使答案很难找到，即使会影响到每个人的生活，也没有理由继续做错事！



美国联邦政府和州政府的权力关系



对这个问题，早在美国建国初期，美国人就分成了两派。一派认为要加强联邦政府的权力；另一派主张不能给予联邦太多的权力，而要加强各州的自主权，这就是说，有关奴隶制的问题应由各州决定，联邦政府不能干预。

一百多年前，美国已经解决了奴隶制的问题，但是关于联邦和各州权力的争议一直在持续。应该由各州自己就同性婚姻、环境保护和堕胎问题立法呢，还是应由联邦政府统一立法？人们争论不休。 你的意见是怎样的？




第三章





南方脱离联邦











亚伯拉罕·林肯



在1858年之前，没有多少人知道亚伯拉罕·林肯，他只是因为是一名诚实的律师在家乡伊利诺伊州很出名。曾有一段时间，他成了
 
政治家
 


【1】






 ，后来又放弃了政治活动，专注于法律。













1854年《堪萨斯—内布拉斯加法案》的通过让林肯非常气愤，他认为这项法案太不合理了。1856年，他加入了新成立的共和党。共和党是由原本属于各个不同党派的成员组成的，他们的共同目标是阻止奴隶制的扩张。

1858年，林肯和史蒂芬·道格拉斯竞选伊利诺伊州参议员，《堪萨斯—内布拉斯加法案》就是道格拉斯起草的。当年的秋天，林肯和道格拉斯进行了一系列的竞选辩论
 

【2】




 。在两个月的时间里，他们一共辩论了七次，辩论焦点主要集中在奴隶制的扩张问题上。道格拉斯主张蓄奴州和废奴州应在联邦共存；林肯认为这种现状不可能长久持续，美国也不应该分裂成两种制度，他认为美国应该做出决定，到底实行奴隶制度，还是废除奴隶制度。




最终，道格拉斯当选参议员，而林肯因为这一系列的辩论扬名全国。1860年，共和党提名林肯为总统候选人
 

【3】




 。

新的共和党在北方非常受欢迎，而南方人却不想和共和党人有任何关系。共和党人想阻止奴隶制的扩张，南方人却恰恰相反。

1860年，共有四位候选人竞选总统。除了新泽西州，林肯赢得了其他所有废奴州的选票，却没有得到一张南方州的选票。在许多南方州，选票上甚至没有林肯的名字！不过由于北方废奴州的人口大大超过南方蓄奴州的人口，所以林肯还是获得了多数选票。

选举之前，南卡罗来纳州曾威胁，如果林肯当选，该州就退出联邦。林肯当选后，他们认为这是一个预兆——北方对南方的利益不感兴趣。于是选举后，南卡罗来纳州进行了居民投票，由居民决定是否脱离联邦。投票结果是，全州居民无异议
 

【4】




 ，一致赞成脱离联邦！

之后的两个月，其他南方州也开始效仿南卡罗来纳州。密西西比州、佛罗里达州、阿拉巴马州、佐治亚州、路易斯安那州和得克萨斯州都通过居民投票，宣布脱离联邦。1861年2月，南部脱离州的领袖聚集在一起，宣布成立美利坚联盟国，推选密西西比州的参议员杰弗逊·戴维斯为联盟国临时总统。

联盟国并不认为北方会阻止他们脱离联邦，因为美国最初的13个州就是这样脱离英国殖民统治的。南方还认为北方依赖和南方的商贸往来，不会冒险与南方开战，毕竟战争耗资巨大。

美利坚联盟国成立一个月之后，林肯总统才正式上任。在这之前，詹姆斯·布坎南仍是美国总统。当南方各州脱离联邦时，布坎南没有采取任何措施。他不认为南方脱离联邦的行为是合法的，却也找不出合法的依据阻止他们。布坎南甚至认为发起内战
 

【5】




 是违反宪法
 

【6】




 的行为。

林肯也不想开战。他上任后告诫南部联盟，希望联邦维护统一，但他不想发动战争。尽管他意识到战争已不可避免，却仍然表示联邦不会主动进攻，但如果联盟国首先进攻，战争就将爆发。

在南方联盟国里，有两个军事要塞仍然效忠联邦，其中之一是位于查尔斯特港的萨姆特堡。当时，萨姆特堡缺乏给养，林肯接到求援信后告知南部联盟，他将向萨姆特堡运送补给，但不会运送士兵。林肯希望南方联盟知道，联邦不会主动发起攻击。

南方联盟并不相信林肯的话。他们认为联邦会通过萨姆特堡向南部联盟进攻，所以计划攻下萨姆特堡。

萨姆特堡的指挥官拒绝投降，于是联盟军发起了攻击。1861年4月12日，驻扎在那里的联邦军队投降了，南卡罗来纳州的联盟军队占领了萨姆特堡。

萨姆特堡战役标志着美国内战的开始。随即，北方向南方宣战。

在这之前，南部有些州还在犹豫是否脱离联邦。现在，他们必须做出选择——归属联邦还是脱离联邦。弗吉尼亚州、阿肯色州，还有田纳西州选择了脱离联邦，加入南方联盟国。弗吉尼亚州的一部分选择留在联邦，这部分成了现在的西弗吉尼亚州。









在萨姆特堡被南方联盟最终攻占之前，一位中士将星条旗重新竖起在城墙上


特拉华州、密苏里州、肯塔基州和马里兰州都是蓄奴州，但这些州和废奴州交界。林肯劝说这些州不要脱离联邦，他说这场战争不是为了废除奴隶制，而是为了维护联邦的统一。这种说法在战争初期是正确的，尽管战争的发展并不像这些蓄奴州希望的那样。


注释：




【1】
  政治家是在政府中担任领导者的人，可以是镇政府、州政府，也可以是国家政府。




【2】
  辩论指的是讨论或争论。




【3】 
 候选人指的是为政府部门的公职进行竞选的人。




【4】
  无异议指所有参加的人都一致表示同意。




【5】
  内战指一个国家分裂成两部分，双方互相战斗。




【6】
  宪法是国家的根本大法，其他一切法律法规都必须服从宪法的规定。





第四章





内战爆发











开始时，没人想到战争会持续很长时间。北方人相信联邦军很快就会打败南方联盟军，他们认为这场混乱很快就会结束。










1861年7月21日，内战的第一次战役在布尔河爆发（这场战役也称作第一次马纳萨斯战役）。联邦军队从华盛顿特区出发，向南方联盟军进攻。他们认为南方联盟的军队不堪一击，国会议员甚至带着全家，一边野餐一边观战。大家认为打过这一仗，战争就结束了，他们可不想错过看热闹的机会。









第一次布尔河战役时，人们兴高采烈地前去观战，就像看游行一样


事实上，这可不是一场轻松的战役，战斗持续了几个小时。联邦军队缺乏战斗经验，他们天真地认为南方的军队也不怎么样。交战双方的许多军官确实都没有任何实战经验，但南方军拥有“石墙”杰克逊这样的军官。

当时的托马斯·杰克逊还默默无名。他参加过美墨战争，还曾是一位在弗吉尼亚军事学院不太受欢迎的教师。然而，第一次布尔河战役让他声名远扬。开战时，南军许多士兵惊慌失措，临阵脱逃，但杰克逊和他的部下拒绝撤退，坚守阵地，这让他赢得了“石墙”的称号。第一次布尔河战役之后，“石墙”杰克逊成了南方联盟军最重要的指挥官之一。

第一次布尔河战役改变了北方人对战争的看法。他们预想会很快打败南方军，可事实上，联邦士兵被打得落花流水。那些前来看热闹的家庭吓得惊慌失措，赶紧打道回府。道路被他们的马车堵住了，他们和溃散逃窜的联邦士兵混在一起，逃回了华盛顿。这次战役，联邦军队伤亡3000余人，其中大多数是受伤、被俘或失踪的，但也有460人死亡；南方联盟军大约有2000人伤亡。

美国内战是一场极其可怕的战争。家庭成员之间因政见不同而对立，兄弟在战场上互相残杀。这场战争也是典型的总体战。交战双方动用所有资源，目的是摧毁另一方的作战能力。美国内战持续数年，耗资巨大，谁拥有更多的资源和财富，谁就能赢得这场战争。

北方联邦军（北军）和南方联盟军（南军）各有优势。北军在财富和资源上占优势，北方既能种植粮食，也能制造机器，完全可以自己提供战争期间的必需品。

南军只能依靠棉花挣钱。英国向南方购买大量棉花，所以南军希望得到英国的支持。

但英国并不支持南军。大多数英国人也反对奴隶制，他们不想支持南军维护奴隶制度的行动。而且，英国已经囤积了大量棉花，一段时间内，他们并不急需美国南方的棉花。

南军的优势是拥有优秀的指挥官，罗伯特·李将军就是其中杰出的一位。李将军曾是联邦军的一名军官，当南方各州脱离联邦时，他正在得克萨斯州服役。当时，他被调回华盛顿特区，被委任为北军的统帅。由于李将军来自弗吉尼亚州，他不愿意和自己的父老乡亲作战，所以他从联邦军中退役了。当南军请求李将军率领弗吉尼亚军队时，他同意了。他根本不希望打仗，但他忠诚于生他养他的弗吉尼亚州，所以无法拒绝。









南军的旗帜和武器


罗伯特·李是一位作战经验丰富的将军，“石墙”杰克逊也是一位懂得战术的指挥官；而北军方面，却有许多只会纸上谈兵的将领。1864年，内战已经持续了三年，北军终于找到了乌里塞斯·格兰特——格兰特将军是联邦军中最杰出的指挥官。

内战开始的第一年，林肯强调战争是为了维护联邦的统一，他不想谈论奴隶制度。当时，一些北部蓄奴州——马里兰州、特拉华州、肯塔基州和密苏里州，还没有加入南方联盟。林肯担心如果主张废除奴隶制，这些州将会脱离联邦。最后，在1862年9月，北军终于打赢了第一场重大战役——林肯认为时机成熟了！1862年9月22日，林肯发表了《解放
 

【1】



 宣言
 

【2】




 》，宣告南方脱离州所有的奴隶获得自由。









《解放宣言》


《解放宣言》发表后，引起了巨大反响。南方脱离州意识到再也无法回到从前的生活方式了；而北军的士兵有了更高的战斗目标——为解放奴隶而战！《解放宣言》的发表，也引起了其他国家的关注。比如，英国向来反对奴隶制度，现在更是明确支持联邦军队。

内战中最著名的战役是1863年7月的葛底斯堡战役。那是一场恶战，也是美国内战的重要转折点。





宾夕法尼亚的葛底斯堡


罗伯特·李将军通常会交给部下一些不太重要的军事决定权，在和“石墙”杰克逊合作时，这种方式很奏效。但在这场战役的两个月前，“石墙”杰克逊战死了，而新部下还是第一次和李将军共事。

李将军下令向北军发起进攻之时，战斗已经持续了两天。这次进攻，历史上称为“皮克特冲锋”，因为指挥冲锋的军官叫乔治·皮克特。冲锋失败了，因为皮克特指挥南军士兵顶着北军的密集炮火，穿过长达四分之三英里
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 的开阔地，向北军进攻。许多士兵在空地上中弹伤亡，只有极少数士兵到达了北军阵地，随即也被北军的火力击退。

葛底斯堡战役让南军震惊。在这之前，南军坚信会打赢这场战争。而事实上，宾夕法尼亚州的葛底斯堡是南军所达的最北之地。

1864年3月，林肯总统任命乌里塞斯·格兰特将军为北军总司令。格兰特将军命令威廉·谢尔曼将军攻占佐治亚。谢尔曼憎恨战争，但他认为这场战争很有必要。他要尽全力打赢这场战争，也要尽快打赢这场战争。谢尔曼的海洋远征摧毁了途经之地的一切资源，事实证明这种战术非常成功。谢尔曼和他的大队人马途经佐治亚州，烧毁民居、种植园和城镇，他甚至烧毁了整个亚特兰大城。谢尔曼的目的是摧毁南军的供给资源，给南军以毁灭性的打击。1864年12月，他率军占领了萨凡纳。

在谢尔曼远征佐治亚的同时，格兰特将军正和李将军在弗吉尼亚州厮杀。战争耗尽了南军的财富，士兵也疲惫不堪。1865年4月，李将军放弃了弗吉尼亚州的里士满，退守到阿普托克斯镇法院所在的村子。在那里，联邦军将村庄团团包围。1865年4月9日，李将军向联邦军投降。









李将军和格兰特将军正在签署南北和平协议


李将军投降后，内战基本结束了，其他南军很快也纷纷投降。


注释：




【1】
  解放就是摆脱束缚。




【2】
  宣言是对重大问题的公开宣告。




【3】
  1英里约合1.6千米。





第五章





重建美国











约翰·威尔克斯·布斯在刺杀林肯后逃跑



1865年4月14日，林肯总统前往剧院看戏。罗伯特·李将军在五天之前投降了，华盛顿特区到处都是欢庆的人们。






林肯坐在剧院楼上的包厢看戏，同在包厢的还有他的夫人和朋友。当人们都在专注看戏的时候，一个男人悄悄地溜进了包厢，这个人叫作约翰·威尔克斯·布斯。布斯憎恨林肯，也憎恨联邦打赢了内战，所以他溜进林肯的包厢，从后面向林肯的头部开枪。





约翰·威尔克斯·布斯


人们把中弹的林肯抬进剧院对面的小楼，想尽办法抢救他的生命，但无济于事。第二天早上，林肯去世了。

刺杀林肯之后，约翰·威尔克斯·布斯逃跑了。过了12天，士兵们找到了布斯。在抓捕的过程中，布斯中弹死了。

布斯不仅想刺杀林肯，他还派人刺杀副总统安德鲁·约翰逊和国务卿威廉·西华德。布斯希望通过刺杀这些华盛顿的重要人物使联邦政府陷入混乱，他希望南部联盟有机可乘，也许会从此振兴。

被派去刺杀安德鲁·约翰逊的人并没有按计划执行，因为他不太赞成这个计划。国务卿威廉·西华德虽然受到了袭击，但仅仅受了轻伤，并未危及性命。

布斯的计划没有达到预期的效果，但林肯的死改变了美国。其中之一就是北方人强烈谴责南方人，这加深了北方对南方的怨恨。

林肯身亡后，副总统安德鲁·约翰逊继任为总统。虽然约翰逊有些不错的想法，但是他无法担起重建美国的重任。

早在内战结束之前，林肯就做好了重建联邦的计划，当然他也意识到了重建的道路万分艰难。按照林肯的设想，停战后，如果南方脱离州想回归联邦，必须符合某些条件。林肯拟定了“百分之十计划”，即脱离的州如果有百分之十的人口赞成解放奴隶，就可以自动回归联邦。国会担心林肯开出的条件太宽松了，他们认为脱离州需要有更多的人支持废除奴隶制，才能重回联邦。

《解放宣言》让南方各州成千上万的奴隶获得了人身自由，但是，对重建联邦而言最大的挑战是如何让这些人彻底摆脱奴隶制。也就是说，南方的生活方式需要彻底改造。为此，联邦设立了自由民管理局，帮助获得自由的黑人得到工作和受教育的机会，也为有紧急需要的人提供衣服、食物和住处。

奴隶成了自由人，这种改变让南方的许多白人无法接受。他们诱骗获得自由的黑人签订工作合约
 

【1】




 ，而这些合约实质上是将黑人又变成了奴隶。设立自由人管理局这样的机构，就是为了防止类似情况的发生。

回归联邦后，南方各州制定了《黑人法典》。这些法规限制黑人的自由，也剥夺了许多黑人应有的权利。各州的规定稍有不同，例如，在密西西比州，如果一个黑人工作不够努力，他会受到为雇主无偿工作一年的惩罚；在南卡罗来纳州，黑人一周必须工作六天，每天从日出工作到日落，而且必须称呼雇主为“主人”。

北方人对《黑人法典》非常气愤，因为他们经过一场战争解放了奴隶，现在南方人却想方设法恢复奴隶制度。终于，在1866年，国会废除了《黑人法典》，通过了《民权法案》。根据法案，所有出生在美国的人，无论肤色种族，无论是否曾为奴隶，都平等地享有公民权利
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 。

1867年，国会通过了第一批重建法案，这些法案将南方各州归属到了联邦政府控制之下。南部被划分成五个辖区，由联邦的军事将领管理，并由联邦的军队维持治安。法案还赋予所有美国公民选举权，这意味着黑人和白人同样具有选举权。国会还曾考虑给予女性选举权，但最后还是放弃了。

内战之后很长一段时间里，美国南方处在一片混乱之中。南方的生活被彻底改变，人们无法适应。奴隶主需要适应没有奴隶的生活，自由了的奴隶要想办法找工作生存下去。许多获得自由的黑人深受鼓舞，在联邦重建期间，还成为市长、国会议员、参议员和警长。

南方脱离州最终回归到共和党执政的联邦政府。在内战和重建之前，南方各州根本不曾有过共和党，因为共和党反对奴隶制，而当时南方的民主党支持奴隶制。战后重建时期，许多北方人迁移到南方，并加入了共和党。他们通常携带着用绒毯做的手提箱，所以南方人叫他们“提包客”。南方人不喜欢这些“提包客”，认为这些北方人根本不关心南方的发展，只想趁乱投机，掌握权力。

南方白人也看不惯黑人获得政治权利。一些激进的白人组成了3K党之类的秘密组织。3K党主张白人比黑人优秀，他们威胁黑人退出领导职位或辞去工作，如果黑人不服从，3K党就使用暴力殴打或是杀害那些黑人。

1868年，乌里塞斯·格兰特当选为美国总统。在内战期间，格兰特是位深受爱戴的将军，可是他当总统并不在行。他不是坏人，但实在不懂怎么和周围的坏人打交道。他有时无法发现周围的人撒谎或做坏事，甚至在发现之后，他也不想干涉。格兰特任总统期间，很多政府官员撒谎，并用金钱和好处拉选票。结果，内战后的美国还是一团糟。

1876年，共和党提名的候选人拉瑟福德·海斯和民主党提名的候选人塞缪尔·蒂尔登竞争美国总统职位。由于两人获得的选票相当接近，共和党和民主党对谁应当选总统无法达成协议。这场争论持续了几个月，直到总统就职典礼
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 的前两天——1877年3月2日，两党才达成协议，同意由海斯当选总统，条件是联邦军队必须从南方撤出。

内战期间和内战前后是美国历史上最艰难的时期，很多事情都发生了巨大的改变。内战后，奴隶获得了自由，成为了公民，所有男人都享有了选举权。但是在南方各州，黑人的生活仍然艰难。当联邦的军队从南方撤出后，南方各州又重新立法限制黑人的自由。事实上，直到一百年之后的民权运动，美国黑人才真正享有平等的权利。





自由了的美国黑人



注释：




【1】
  合约是一种双方表达相同意见的书面法律文件。




【2】
  公民权利是指由国家规定的本国公民应有的权利。




【3】
  就职典礼是政府官员（比如总统）宣誓就职的一种正式仪式，表示官员从这一天开始正式上任了。





Time Line



■1619—A Dutch ship trades twenty Africans to the Jamestown settlers. These first Africans are treated more like servants than slaves.

■1793—Eli Whitney creates the cotton gin.

■1820—The Missouri Compromise is passed. No slave states are allowed to be created north of Missouri’s southern border.

■1846–1848—The Mexican War is fought over Texas.

■1850—The Compromise of 1850. It tries to make both the North and the South happy. Part of the law is the Fugitive Slave Act.

■1856—People who want slavery and people who don’t want slavery move to Kansas to vote. They start fighting with each other. 

■May 1856—Senator Charles Sumner gives a speech against slavery. Two days later, a senator from South Carolina attacks him in Congress. People in the North are angry. People in the South are happy that someone finally stood up to the North.

■1858—Abraham Lincoln runs against Stephen Douglas in the Illinois Senate race. They argue about the expansion of slavery. Lincoln is against it and Douglas is for it. Douglas wins the election.

■1860—South Carolina is unhappy that Lincoln is President. South Carolina drops out of the United States. Next to drop out are Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas.

■1861—The Southern states form the Confederate States of America. The Confederate Army attacks Fort Sumter in South Carolina. The head of the troops at Fort Sumter knows he can’t win. He gives up the fort to South Carolina. This is the first battle of the Civil War.

■September 22, 1862—Lincoln makes the Emancipation Proclamation. It says that all slaves are free. It makes the war more about ending slavery. 

■July 1–3, 1863—The Battle of Gettysburg. It is one of the biggest battles ever fought. The North wins the battle. From here on, things go better for the North.

■November 1863—President Lincoln makes a famous speech at the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg.

■Autumn 1864—Union General William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea. Sherman burns houses and entire cities on his way through Georgia. He reaches Savannah in December. He writes to President Lincoln offering him the city as a Christmas gift.

■April 14, 1865—President Abraham Lincoln is killed. John Wilkes Booth shoots him during a play at Ford’s Theater. Lincoln dies the next morning. 

■April 9, 1865—Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrenders to Union General Ulysses S. Grant. Lee’s surrender ends the Civil War.

■March 2, 1867—Congress passes the Reconstruction Act. Southern state governments are broken up. Northern troops are left in the South to keep control of it.

■1876—The presidential election doesn’t produce a winner. Both the Republicans and the Democrats think that they won. After some arguing, the Republicans win. The new president is Rutherford B. Hayes. 













Slave houses on a plantation



The first slaves came to the American colonies in 1619. A Dutch ship traded twenty Africans for food at Jamestown. This meant slavery began only twelve years after the colony began.






These first Africans were considered a type of servant. They could earn their freedom. As the years went by, though, this changed. Soon, Africans were sold as slaves in the Americas. And these slaves did not have any way to become free.




Buying slaves was cheaper than paying workers. So Americans told themselves it was okay to own other people. They said black people weren’t as good as white people. They even said blacks weren’t really human. They said the Africans were better off in North America, too. These things weren’t true. People used these arguments to make themselves believe slavery was okay.

At first, Americans mostly used slaves to work on tobacco farms. Tobacco was hard on the soil, though. It used up the soil quickly. Once that happened, the land was no longer good to grow crops. Farmers had to keep finding new land for their tobacco fields. This got expensive. Also, people in Britain stopped buying as much tobacco. 

The number of slaves had grown a lot, too. Children had been born to the Africans. Some slave owners had more slaves than they had work for them to do. The owners had to make sure the slaves had food, clothes, and a place to sleep. That cost a lot of money. Some people started to think it would be best to free their slaves.

Then, in 1793, Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin. The cotton gin was a machine that took the seeds out of cotton. Before this, the seeds had to be taken out by hand. This took a very long time. Not many people grew cotton, since it was so hard to clean out the seeds.





Eli Whitney


The cotton gin, though, made it easy. Suddenly, everyone wanted to grow cotton. Slave owners stopped thinking about freeing their slaves. Instead, they built huge cotton farms called plantations. The slaves worked on the cotton plantations.

Some people got very rich growing cotton. They built big houses and owned hundreds of slaves. These are the slave owners people usually think of today. Not all slave owners were rich, though. A lot of them were ordinary working people. Most slave owners owned only a few slaves.





Cotton gin being operated by slaves


Only the poorest white people in the South didn’t own slaves. But even these people usually said slavery was a good thing. This might have been partly because they hoped that someday they would get rich. Then they would be able to own slaves themselves.

Sometimes, people did free their slaves. They freed them as a reward for good service. Some people freed their slaves only if they were too old or sick to work. These slave owners weren’t really being kind. If they freed slaves who couldn’t work, the owners didn’t have to look after them anymore. These slaves then had to find some way to take care of themselves.

Freed slaves also had to deal with racism
 

[1]




 . Because almost all black people in the United States were slaves in the early 1800s, they couldn’t blend in. If people saw a black person, they usually assumed he was a slave. Sometimes free black people were captured and sold again as slaves. People said they must have been runaway slaves. Or else whites just didn’t care whether or not they were runaways.

As Americans moved into the Western territories, slave owners wanted to bring their slaves with them. People in the Northern states worried about this. In the North, slavery had been outlawed since around 1800. There were two main reasons why people in the North didn’t like the idea of slavery spreading.

First, a lot of Northerners worried that slavery was evil. They believed it was wrong to make other people slaves. They had heard the stories from escaped slaves. They knew how bad life could be for slaves. A book called Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by Harriet Beecher Stowe, told about slaves’ lives. People who read it were horrified. They couldn’t believe people were being treated that way.




The second reason some Northerners didn’t want slavery to spread was that they worried that slaves would take their jobs. Then there wouldn’t be enough work for white people. So they wanted to get rid of blacks. They wanted to send them away from the United States.

In 1822, the American Colonization Society started the country of Liberia in Africa. Liberia was supposed to be a country where people who had once been slaves could live. The society sent thousands of freed slaves to live in Liberia. The colony didn’t work out very well, though. Most of the freed slaves had lived their whole lives in the United States. They thought of themselves as Americans. They weren’t used to life in Africa. They had trouble fitting into Africa.





Scars left on an African American after he was whipped by his white “owners.”


Some Americans had thought Liberia would be the perfect solution for the black people in the United States. They were disappointed it didn’t work better.

By the middle of the 1800s, Americans were split over the issue of slavery. Soon, this would lead to a fight.


Note:




[1]
  Racism is the belief that people from a certain race (whether black, Asian, whites, or Native) aren’t as good as other people.




Jobs and Racism



As long as America has existed, Americans have worried that other groups will take away their jobs. This is one reason why many people from other countries have faced racism. It’s easier to tell yourself it’s okay not to welcome people to America if you believe those people are not as good as you are. And yet, America has always been a nation built by people from many different groups. All those different kinds of people have helped make America strong.

Today, America still struggles with this problem. In the twenty-first century, many Americans worry Hispanics coming to America will take away jobs from other Americans. They don’t believe these people will help make the United States stronger. Instead, they fear Hispanics may make other Americans poorer.

What do you think? Is this situation at all like the way some Northerners felt about blacks during the 1800s? Why or why not?













The Northern states needed the cotton that the South grew, and the South needed the North’s factories to produce finished goods made from the cotton.



Slavery was in the middle of the problems between the North and the South. But it wasn’t the only problem.


The Northern states and the Southern states were very different from each other. The South had lots of farms. The North, on the other hand, had more factories. The North used the cotton grown in the South to make cloth. They also made a lot of money selling food and other things to people in the South.

Since the North had more jobs, most immigrants
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  moved to those states. The population in the North grew much faster than in the South.

The people in the South weren’t very happy with the North. People in the North didn’t have slaves. They said slavery was wrong. But they didn’t mind buying cotton grown by slaves. They didn’t mind selling things to slave owners. All the buying and selling in the United States was mixed up with slavery. It was almost impossible to escape from it. Even people who believed slavery was wrong still wore clothes made from the cotton grown by slaves.

But many people in the North believed slavery was wrong. Some of these Northerners helped slaves escape. People in the South considered this stealing.

The Underground Railroad was a network of Northerners who helped people escape slavery. The Underground Railroad wasn’t a real railroad. It was a way to get people from the South to the North, though. It was built of barns and caves and secret rooms where people could rest and hide. These were called “stations.” White people and free black people hid the escaping slaves. They helped move them secretly from place to place. They were sometimes called “conductors.” Not all escaping slaves used the Underground Railroad. A lot of them didn’t even know it existed. But over 100,000 slaves used the Underground Railroad to find freedom.





Underground Railroad monument.


Abolitionists were people in the North who believed slavery should end forever. They said it was wrong to make other people slaves. Slave owners in the South were angry with the abolitionists.

In the first half of the 1800s, the number of slave and free states were nearly equal. That meant that neither side had more power than the other. More and more people in the North started arguing against slavery, though. People in the South worried the United States would keep slavery from spreading into the West. They worried there would soon be more free states than slave states. If that happened, free states might control Congress. That meant they would have more power. They would be able to make decisions about the slave states.

For quite a while, the United States kept the number of free and slave states balanced. When a new slave state joined the Union, a new free state would be added, too. That made sure there were always around the same number of each.

In 1820, Missouri joined the United States as a slave state. At the same time, Maine joined as a free state. Congress passed a law called the Missouri Compromise
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 . The Missouri Compromise said that any new states north of Missouri’s southern border would be free states.

The Mexican War, from 1846 to 1848, raised the question of slavery again. The United States suddenly had the chance to gain even more land. Both the slave states and free states wanted to claim the land for their side. Leaders from the North and those from the South had very different ideas about what they wanted to happen. In 1850, Congress passed the Compromise of 1850. This compromise was supposed to keep both the North and the South happy. California was let into the United States as a free state. Selling slaves was outlawed in Washington, D.C. (But people could still own slaves.) And, to make the South happy, the Fugitive Slave Act was passed.

The Fugitive Slave Act said it was against the law to help runaway slaves escape. Anybody who found a runaway slave anywhere in the United States was supposed to capture her. Policemen and other officials got paid more if they helped capture slaves. Runaway slaves were not allowed to speak for themselves in court.

Abolitionists thought the Fugitive Slave Act was horrible. The Underground Railroad worked harder than ever to rescue people from slavery. In Massachusetts, the government made a law saying it was illegal to enforce
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  the new act. Some people were so angry about the act that mobs attacked slave catchers. Then they rescued the runaways.

People in the South were furious about the North’s reaction to the Fugitive Slave Act. The act had been the only thing the South had really liked about the Compromise of 1850. Now the North was ignoring it.





Map of the Underground Railroad


Another argument between the North and the South was where to put a railway across North America. People had been talking for a while about building a railway across the continent. Those in the South thought the railway should be built across the South. Those in the North thought it should take a more northern route, through Nebraska.

In 1854, Senator Stephen Douglas from Illinois started working to have the railway start in Chicago. This would mean it would take the northern route through Nebraska. Douglas hoped people in Illinois would like this idea and vote for him again. He also hoped a northern route for the railway would make him a lot of money. He owned land in the area. He also owned stock
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  in the railway.

To get the South to agree to a northern railway route, Douglas suggested the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Nebraska was a large area at that time. The Kansas-Nebraska Act would divide it into two states, Kansas and Nebraska. Each state would be allowed to decide for itself whether it would join the country as a free or a slave state. The problem was that this idea went against the Missouri Compromise. Both Nebraska and Kansas were north of Missouri’s southern border. That meant they were both supposed to join the country as free states.

Douglas started working to get rid of the Missouri Compromise. He wanted the South to agree to the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Douglas didn’t really care about slavery. He did feel strongly about states’ rights, though. He thought each state should be able to decide for itself whether it would be free or slave. He thought the Missouri Compromise took away this right. He had no problem with getting rid of it.

In May of 1854, Congress got rid of the Missouri Compromise. Instead, it passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Immediately, groups of abolitionists started moving to Kansas. People in favor of slavery came, too. Each wanted to make sure they could push the vote to be what they wanted it to be.

Over the next couple of years, life in Kansas got ugly. People fought constantly over slavery.  Some people were killed. Towns were burned. Kansas got the nickname “Bloody Kansas.” 

In May of 1856, Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner gave a speech about the situation. He called it “The Crime Against Kansas.” He blamed South Carolina Senator Andrew Butler for trying to force Kansas into becoming a slave state. Sumner was very excited during his speech. He hated slavery. He hated seeing the mess Kansas had become. He said Butler was a liar. He said Butler was slavery’s servant.

Butler wasn’t there the day Sumner made his speech. His nephew Preston Brooks was, though. Brooks was very offended by what Sumner had said about his uncle. Two days later, Brooks walked up to Sumner in the Senate chamber. Then he hit him in the head with his walking stick. Sumner was knocked unconscious. Several other congressmen were finally able to pull Brooks away. Sumner was so badly hurt he had to spend the next several years recovering in Europe.





Depiction of Preston Brooks attacking Senator Sumner


Northerners were horrified. Southerners seemed happy about what Brooks had done. Brooks resigned after the attack. But his actions were so popular that people immediately reelected him. 

Brooks became a symbol for both the North and the South. People in the South saw him as symbol of their pride. They liked him for not backing down. They were happy he hadn’t just accepted the North’s insults. People in the North, however, saw Brooks as the image of Southern cruelty. If a Southern gentleman would attack someone in public, what would he do in private? And what would he do to his slaves? The fact that so many Southerners supported Brooks made it worse. People in the North wondered if all Southerners were so cruel. Northerners started to wonder what should be done.


Note:




[1]
  Immigrants are people who leave their homelands and move to another country to live.




[2]
  A compromise is when each side gives up a little and finds a way to meet in the middle.




[3]
  Enforce means to make sure that a law is obeyed.




[4]
  If someone owns stock, they own a share in a company. This means that when the company makes money, they do too.




What Would You Have Done?



Today we know how evil slavery was. It’s easy to think if we’d been alive in the 1800s, we would have had no part in slavery. But it’s very hard to step outside the world where you live. Today, for example, we know our clothing is often made in countries where the workers are treated very badly. Sometimes young children work in the factories where our clothing is made. These factories are often unsafe. We know this is wrong. And yet most of us don’t stop buying and wearing clothes made this way!

It’s hard to know what we should do to change things. And the people who lived in America in the 1800s faced the same kind of problem. It’s hard to change something as big as slavery. It takes brave people who are willing to speak up for what’s right. And it means that everybody has to be willing to change the way they live. Even if the answers are sometimes hard to find, that’s never an excuse for not doing what’s right!



States’ Rights or the Nation’s Power?



Right at the beginning of the United States, Americans split into two groups. One side wanted a strong government at the center of the United States. The other side worried about giving the nation’s central government too much power. They wanted to keep more power for the states. This meant that each state should have the right to decide for themselves about slavery. The nation’s central government should stay out of it.

The United States settled the slavery issue more than a hundred years ago. But Americans still argue over states’ rights. Should states be able to make their own laws about things like same-sex marriage, the environment, and abortion? Or should the nation’s central government be able to pass laws for the entire country? People don’t agree.

What do you think?













Abraham Lincoln



Before 1858, not many people had heard of Abraham Lincoln. He was best known in his home state of Illinois for being an honest lawyer. For a while, he served as a
 
politician
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 , too. Then he quit politics and focused on the law.





When the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed in 1854, though, Lincoln was upset. He thought the act was a terrible idea. In 1856, he joined the new Republican Party. People from different political parties had formed the Republican Party. Their main goal was to stop slavery from spreading.

In 1858, Lincoln ran against Stephen Douglas in the Illinois Senate race. Douglas had written the Kansas-Nebraska Act. In the fall of 1858, Lincoln and Douglas held a series of debates
 

[2]




 . For two months, they met seven times to debate. Mostly, the debates focused on the spread of slavery. Douglas argued that the country could have both slave states and free states. Lincoln said that the country couldn’t go on with both forever. He didn’t think the country would split up, though. Instead, he thought the United States would have to decide whether all states would be slave or free.




Lincoln lost the Senate election to Douglas. But people across the country now knew who he was. In 1860, the Republican Party chose Lincoln as their candidate
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  for President.

The new Republican Party was fairly popular in the North. In the South, though, people didn’t want anything to do with the Republicans. The Republicans’ wanted to stop the spread of slavery. This was the opposite of what the South wanted.

Four candidates ran for President in the election of 1860. Lincoln won all the free states except New Jersey. He didn’t win any of the Southern states. In many Southern states, he wasn’t even listed on the ballot. Most of the free states had higher populations than the slave states, though. That meant that Lincoln got more votes from those states.

Before the election, South Carolina had said it would drop out of the United States if Lincoln won. When Lincoln did win, they saw it as a sign that the North wasn’t interested in what was good for the South. South Carolina held a vote of their own. They voted on whether or not to leave the United States. The result was unanimous
 

[4]

  



 South Carolina would drop out of the country!

Over the next two months, other Southern states followed South Carolina. Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas all voted to drop out of the Union too. In February of 1861, leaders from these states met together. They formed the Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis, a senator from Mississippi, would be their president.

The Confederacy didn’t think the North would try to stop them from dropping out. They thought they were doing the same thing the first thirteen colonies had done when they broke away from Britain. The South also knew the North depended on trade with the South. They didn’t think the North would risk its source of money by going to war. War was expensive, after all.

Abraham Lincoln did not become President until a month after the Confederacy had formed. In the meantime, James Buchanan was still President. Buchanan didn’t do anything to stop the Southern states from leaving the Union. He didn’t think the South was legally allowed to leave the Union like they had. But he didn’t think he had any legal right to stop them, either. He didn’t think civil war
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 was allowed by the Constitution
 

[6]




 .

Lincoln didn’t want war, either. When he became President, he told the Confederacy that he wanted the Union to stay together. He also said that the United States wouldn’t start a war with the Confederacy. He knew war was a possibility, though. He told the Confederacy the Union wouldn’t attack them. The only way a war would happen would be if the Confederacy made the first move.

Within the Confederacy, two forts had stayed loyal to the United States. One of these, Fort Sumter, was located in the Charleston Harbor. Fort Sumter didn’t have enough supplies. When Lincoln discovered this, he sent a message to the Confederacy. He told them he was sending supplies to the fort. He wouldn’t send more men, though. He wanted to make sure the Confederacy knew he wasn’t trying to attack them.

The Confederacy didn’t trust the Union, though. They worried the Union really were trying to attack through Fort Sumter. They quickly moved to take over the fort.

When Fort Sumter’s commander refused to surrender, South Carolina attacked the fort. On April 12, 1861, the Union forces surrendered. South Carolina took over Fort Sumter.

The battle of Fort Sumter was the beginning of the Civil War. With that attack, people in the North started calling for war.

Earlier, some of the Southern states hadn’t chosen to drop out of the Union. Now they had a choice. They had to decide whether to join the Union or the Confederacy in the war. Virginia, Arkansas, and Tennessee all chose to leave the Union as well. Part of Virginia didn’t want to leave, though. This part broke off and became West Virginia.





A sergeant was restoring the Stars and Stripes to the ramparts of Fort Sumter before the final fall of the fort to the Confederates.


Delaware, Missouri, Kentucky, and Maryland were all slave states. They bordered on free states, though. Lincoln convinced them not to drop out of the Union. He told them that the war was not about getting rid of slavery. Instead, it was about keeping the country together. And this was true. Even though the outcome of the war would be different from what the slave states hoped.


Note:




[1]
  A politician is someone who is a leader in the government, either at the town, state, or national level.




[2]
  Debates are discussions or arguments.




[3]
  A candidate is someone who runs in an election for an office.




[4]
  When something is unanimous, that means that absolutely everyone agrees.




[5]
  Civil war is when a country splits into two sides and fights against each other.




[6]
  The Constitution is the United States’ most important set of laws.














When the Civil War began, nobody thought it would last long. People in the North thought they could quickly beat the Confederacy. They thought the whole mess would soon be over.


On July 21, 1861, the First Battle of Bull Run took place. (It is also sometimes called the First Battle of Manassas.) The Union Army marched out from Washington, D.C., to attack the Confederate Army. They thought beating the Confederates would be easy. Congressmen brought their families to watch the battle and eat a picnic lunch. They believed it would probably be the only battle in the war. They didn’t want to miss it.









People came to watch the Union army at the Battle of Bull Run as though it were a a parade.


Instead of an easy victory, though, the fighting went on for hours. The Union forces weren’t very experienced. But they had expected the Confederates to be even worse. Many of the officers on both sides had never fought before. However, the South had Stonewall Jackson.

Thomas Jackson wasn’t very well known at that point. He had fought in the Mexican War. He had also been an unpopular teacher at the Virginia Military Institute. With the Battle of Bull Run, though, Jackson became famous. Many soldiers panicked and ran away. Jackson and his men, though, refused to back down. It was in this battle that Jackson earned his nickname “Stonewall.” After Bull Run, Stonewall Jackson became one of the most important leaders of the Confederate forces.

The First Battle of Bull Run changed the way the North thought about the war. They had expected to defeat the Confederacy quickly. Instead, their soldiers scattered and panicked. The families who had come to watch also panicked. The roads were blocked with their carriages, as they tried to flee back to Washington. They got in the way of the Army as it tried to retreat. The Union had nearly 3,000 casualties. Most of those were wounded, captured, or missing, while 460 were killed. The Confederacy had nearly 2,000 casualties.

The Civil War was a terrible war. Families were turned against each other. Sometimes brothers fought against each other on different sides. The Civil War was also an example of a “total war.” In a total war, each side uses all its resources to destroy the other side’s ability to fight. The Civil War was long and expensive. The winner was partly decided by which side had the most money and resources.

The Union and the Confederacy each had different advantages. The Union had better ways to make money. They had farms that grew food. They also had factories. They could make the things they needed for the war.

The Confederacy depended mainly on cotton to make its money. Britain bought a lot of cotton from the South. The Confederacy hoped Britain would support them in the war.

Britain didn’t support them, though. Most people in Britain thought slavery was evil. They weren’t going to help the Confederacy fight to keep their slaves. Britain also had a lot of cotton in warehouses. It wasn’t going to need more cotton for a while.

The Confederacy had better officers than the Union, though. One of their generals was Robert E. Lee. Lee had been an officer in the United States Army. He was serving in Texas when he got the news that the South had split away from the Union. At the same time, he received orders to go back to Washington. He was going to be asked to fight for the Union. Lee was from Virginia. He didn’t want to fight against his own people. Instead, he resigned from the U.S. Army. When the Confederacy asked him to lead the Virginian forces, he agreed. He didn’t want to fight at all. But he was loyal to Virginia. He didn’t think of saying no.









Confederate flag and weapons


Robert E. Lee was an experienced officer. Stonewall Jackson was a skilled general, too. The Union, on the other hand, had a lot of officers who didn’t know what they were doing. In 1864, three years after the war began, the Union finally found Ulysses S. Grant. Grant was the best officer the Union had.

For the first year of the war, Lincoln argued that he was only fighting to keep the United States together. He did not want to talk about slavery at first. The northernmost slave states—Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky, and Missouri—had not joined the Confederacy. Lincoln was afraid if he said he wanted to end slavery, those states would drop out too. Finally, in September 1862, the Union won its first major battle. Lincoln now felt he could talk about slavery safely. On September 22, 1862, he issued the Emancipation Proclamation. The Emancipation
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  Proclamation
 

[2]




  freed all the slaves in the Confederacy.









Emancipation Proclamation


After the Emancipation Proclamation, the war changed. The Confederacy knew things could never go back to the way they had been. The Union now had a new reason for fighting, though. Union soldiers were now fighting to free the slaves. The Emancipation Proclamation also made other countries want to help the Union. Countries like Britain, that believed slavery was wrong, now backed the Union’s fight.

The most famous battle of the Civil War was the Battle of Gettysburg. It took place in July of 1863. Gettysburg was a huge battle. It was also the turning point of the Civil War.





Gettysburg, Pennsylvania


General Robert E. Lee liked to leave the small decisions during a battle to his commanding officers. This worked well when Stonewall Jackson was taking charge. But Jackson had died two months earlier. Several of Lee’s new commanders were working with him for the first time.

The battle had been going on for two days when Lee ordered an attack on the Union forces. The attack became known as Pickett’s Charge. It was named for General George Pickett, one of the Confederate Generals who led the charge. Pickett’s Charge failed. The Confederate forces moved across three-quarters of a mile of open ground toward the Union forces. Although some of them reached the Union forces, many were killed or hurt. Those who reached the Union line were quickly pushed back.

The Battle of Gettysburg scared the Confederacy. Before this, they really thought they would win the war. Gettysburg, in Southern Pennsylvania, marked the furthest north the Confederacy reached.

In March 1864, President Lincoln put General Ulysses S. Grant in charge of all the Union forces. Grant gave General William T. Sherman the job of capturing Georgia. Sherman hated war. He thought it was necessary, though. He fought to win. He tried to win quickly, too. Sherman’s March to the Sea destroyed everything—but it was successful. Sherman and his forces marched through Georgia, burning houses, fields, and whole towns. He even burned Atlanta. He wanted to destroy the Confederacy’s resources. He also wanted to break them. In December 1864, Sherman reached Savannah and captured it.

While Sherman fought in Georgia, Grant fought Robert E. Lee in Virginia. The Confederacy was running out of money. They were tired. In April 1865, Lee gave up Richmond, Virginia, to the Union. He and his men went back to the village of Appomattox Courthouse. There, Grant’s forces surrounded them. On April 9, 1865, Lee gave up.









Lee and Grant signing a peace agreement between the North and South


After Lee gave up, the war was basically over. The rest of the Confederacy’s forces soon surrendered, too.


Note:




[1]
  Emancipation means the act of setting free.




[2]
  A proclamation is an official statement.














John Wilkes Booth fleeing Ford’s Theatre after shooting Lincoln



On April 14, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln went to see a play. Robert E. Lee had surrendered five days earlier. The people in Washington, D.C., were happy and excited. 


Lincoln sat in a box overlooking the stage. While he, his wife, and his friends watched the play, a man snuck up behind him. The man was John Wilkes Booth. Booth hated Lincoln. He was angry the Union had won the Civil War. He was so angry he wanted to kill Lincoln. So he walked up behind Lincoln at the theater—and he shot him in the head.





John Wilkes Booth


People carried Lincoln across the road. They tried to save his life. But it was no good. He died the next morning.

John Wilkes Booth ran away after shooting Lincoln. Twelve days later, soldiers found him. He was shot and killed as they tried to capture him.

Booth hadn’t just wanted to kill Lincoln, though. He’d also sent men to kill Vice President Andrew Johnson and Secretary of State William Seward. He hoped that killing the three most important men in Washington would turn the government into a big mess. He hoped the Confederacy would be able to take advantage of that mess. He thought maybe the Confederacy could rise up again after all.

The man who was supposed to take Andrew Johnson’s life didn’t try to kill him, though. He hadn’t really liked the plan. William Seward was attacked and he was hurt, but he lived.

Booth’s plan didn’t work as well as he had hoped. Lincoln’s death changed the country, though. For one thing, people in the North blamed the South. This made them even angrier with the South.

After Lincoln’s death, Vice President Andrew Johnson became President. Johnson had some good points, but he was not the best person to deal with putting the country back together.

Even before the war had ended, Lincoln had made a plan for bringing the country together again. He knew it would be hard work. Under Lincoln’s plan, the Southern states would be brought back into the Union after they had agreed to certain things. Each state needed at least 10 percent of its voters to agree to free their slaves. Congress worried that Lincoln’s conditions weren’t strict enough. They thought more voters should have to agree before a state could be let back into the Union.

The Emancipation Proclamation had freed hundreds of thousands of slaves. One of the biggest challenges of Reconstruction was helping these people move from slavery to freedom. The entire way Southerners lived needed to change. The Freedman’s Bureau was set up to help with this change. The Freedman’s Bureau helped people who had been slaves get work and education. They also helped with emergency needs like food, shelter, and clothing.

Many white people in the South had trouble getting used to the idea of free black people. Some people tricked freed slaves into signing work contracts
 

[1]




 . These contracts basically made them slaves again. Groups like the Freedman’s Bureau tried to keep things like that from happening.

After they had rejoined the Union, Southern states made the Black Codes. These were laws that tried to control blacks’ freedom. The laws took away many of blacks’ rights. They were slightly different in different states. In Mississippi, for example, if a black person didn’t work hard enough, he had to work for a year without pay. In South Carolina, black farm workers had to work from sunrise to sunset six days a week. They also had to call their employers “masters.”

People in the North were furious about the Black Codes. They had fought a war to end slavery. Now it seemed the South was trying to continue slavery anyway. In 1866, Congress outlawed the Black Codes. They also passed a Civil Rights Act. The Act gave citizenship
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  to everyone who had been born in the United States. It didn’t matter what race a person was or if he ever had been a slave.

In 1867, Congress passed the first of the Reconstruction Acts. These acts gave control of the Southern states to U.S. government. The South was divided into five districts.

Union generals ruled the districts. Union soldiers kept order. Another part of the acts gave all men in the United States the right to vote. This meant black men as well as white men. Congress talked about giving women the right to vote as well, but they decided not to.

The South was a mess for a long time after the Civil War. Life had changed completely. People had trouble getting used to the changes. Slave owners had to get used to life without slaves. Freed slaves worked to find their place. Some black men were excited about their new freedoms. During the Reconstruction years, many black men became mayors, congressmen, senators, and sheriffs.

As the Southern states gradually took their place within the Union again, they were set up with Republican governments. Before the Civil War and Reconstruction, the Republican Party hadn’t existed in the South. The Republicans were against slavery. The Southern Democrats at this time had been for slavery. Now, many Northerners moved South to join the state Republican parties. They arrived carrying all their belongings in suitcases made of carpet. The Southerners called them carpetbaggers. They did not like the carpetbaggers. They saw them as men who were trying to use the situation. The carpetbaggers didn’t usually care much about the South. They just wanted power.

Some white Southerners were also very angry about black people getting political power. Some of them were so angry they formed secret groups like the Ku Klux Klan. The Ku Klux Klan (also called the KKK) was a group that thought black people weren’t as good as white people. They tried to scare black people into leaving their leadership positions or their jobs. If that didn’t work, sometimes the KKK beat them up or even killed them.

In 1868, Ulysses S. Grant became President of the United States. He had been a very popular Union general during the Civil War. He did not make as good a President as he had a general, though. He was not a bad man, but he didn’t know how to deal with other people who were bad. Sometimes, he didn’t notice when people around lied or did bad things. Even after he knew, though, he didn’t like to deal with it. While Grant was President, many of the leaders in the United States lied. They gave money or favors to people who agreed to help them. The country was still a mess from the Civil War.

In 1876, Rutherford B. Hayes ran against Samuel J. Tilden for President. The number of votes for both sides was very close together. Neither Hayes’ Republicans nor Tilden’s Democrats could agree who had won. The arguments went on for months. Finally, on March 2, 1877, two days before the inauguration
 

[3]




 , they agreed to name Hayes as President. In exchange, Hayes would take the rest of U.S. troops out of the South.

The Civil War and the years before and after it had been a rough time for the United States. Things had changed a lot. The changes had freed the slaves and made them citizens. All men now had the right to vote. But life was still hard for black people in the South. When the U.S. troops left the South, many Southern states passed new laws that cut back on black’s freedom. It would be another hundred years before the Civil Rights movement gave blacks equal rights in the United States.





Freed African Americans



Note:




[1]
  A contract is a written legal agreement.




[2]
  Citizenship means all the rights that go along with being a member of a country or state.




[3]
  An inauguration is when an official (like the President) is sworn into office and begins to serve his or her term in office.
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