
[image: alt]



目　录

CONTENTS


THREE LITTLE MICE



三只小老鼠




[image: alt]


Read classic children's stories

Enjoy traditional ink-and-wash paintings

The ink-and-wash painting technique is considered to be representative of traditional Chinese painting. Painters use a brush pen dipped in a mixture of ink and water, and paint on traditional paper. The basic ink-and-wash painting uses only water and ink, so there are only two colors, black and white. But more advanced inkand-wash paintings like fine brushwork and bird-and-flower paintings use many colors. The ink is one of the most special elements in Chinese painting. Using different amounts of water, the ink can be diluted to varying gradations, from black to gray to white, a characteristic known as the "charm of ink". This series of books portrays well-known Chinese children' stories in traditional ink-and-wash paintings.
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In a large house deep in the forest lived three little mice and a big bear.
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The three little mice lived in a hole under the floorboards, while the big bear had the rest of the house to himself.

[image: alt]


Every day, the big bear went out to work and came back in the evening to have a big dinner before going to sleep.
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At night, after the big bear had fallen into a deep sleep, the three little mice snuck out of their hole.

Searching for food, they crept up onto the table and found the leftovers from the big bear's dinner. They buried their faces in the plates.
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Suddenly, the big bear gave a loud snore and rolled over in bed. The mice thought he had woken up and darted back to their hole.
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One day, the big bear brought home a basket of eggs.
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After making sure the big bear had left the house, the three curious little mice crawled out of their hole to check out the basket. Excited by the sight of the big, round eggs, the mice decided to steal them and started trying to move them into their hole. But the eggs were too big and slippery and none of the mice could keep hold of them. One by one, the eggs crashed onto the ground and broke.

[image: alt]


Then, the elder mouse came up with a way to move the eggs. He told his younger brother to lie down on his back and placed an egg on his belly. While the elder mouse pulled him along by his tail, the youngest mouse pushed.
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When the big bear came back home and saw the broken eggs all over the floor, he flew into a rage. He had an idea who was behind the mess.
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The big bear wanted to catch the mice. But his hands were too big and he couldn't get them in the hole to pull the mice out. Spotting the well outside, he came up with an idea. He fetched a bucket of water and poured it into the hole.
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But the mice were too smart and worked together to quickly dig a ditch under the floorboards. The water flowed back into the well.
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The big bear worked for hours, flooding the hole with water, but still, the mice did not come running out. Before he knew it, the bothered bear had fallen asleep.
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Having spent such a long time digging the ditch to let the water out, the little mice were even more hungry than usual and when night fell, they came out of their hole to search for food.

But, the exhausted bear hadn't cooked dinner that evening, and so the mice had no leftovers to steal. They squeaked with hunger.
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One curious mouse spotted the oil lamp on the table. He climbed up the lamp and lapped at the oil. How delicious it was!
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The elder mouse quickly climbed up the lamp to drink the oil, too.

The youngest mouse was too small. She tried to climb up to the lamp many times, but kept falling down. She started to cry.

[image: alt]


"Don't worry. We will pull you up," the elder mouse said to his little sister, and dangled his tail over the edge of the lamp.

The younger brother held onto the elder mouse's hands while the little sister grabbed onto his tail. Finally, the little mouse was pulled up onto the lamp.

After drinking all they could, the three little mice danced happily in the oil.
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The three little mice were having such a great time they didn't notice the lamp starting to wobble. Suddenly, the lamp tipped over onto the table and the mice were flung off.
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The fallen lamp started a fire. The big bear woke up to the sound of crackling flames and with the little mice ran for his life out of the burning house.

Then the bear and mice set to work together to put out the fire with buckets of water.
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But the house could not be saved. The bear burst into tears. The youngest mouse tried to comfort him and apologized for what they had done.

The bear forgave the mice and the four of them became good friends, working together to build a new house at the old site.
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When they were done, the bear and mice moved into the new house together. The three little mice lived upstairs while the big bear lived downstairs. The bear still worked outside during the day while the mice stayed at home and did the housework. They all lived happily ever after.
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Under the floorboards of a big bear's house live three little mice.Every evening, on his return from working outside all day, the big bear sits down to enjoy a big dinner. At night, the three little mice sneak out from their hole to eat the leftovers. One night, there is no food and the starving mice decide to drink lamp oil. They knock over the lamp and cause a fire that burns down the house. Realizing what they've done, the three little mice help the bear build a new house. In the new house, the mice live upstairs while the bear lives downstairs and the animals become good neighbors.
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