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Preface（前言）

With over five thousand years of history replete with conflict and struggle to sustain life, yet stalwart in dedication to family and commitment to purpose, wrapped in hearts so pure in intent, China is an enigma. Only until recently have more than just a few outsiders had the opportunity to experience this mysterious land. However, traveling China's vast terrain and studying its incredible history do not provide the true picture of the charming and magnificent place that is China. What makes China beautiful is her people.

As a Foreign Expert and teacher in China, teaching at Peking University, Tsinghua University, the National Judges College, and South China University of Technology, I have had the opportunity to share ideas and feelings with, be challenged by, and learn from, the remarkable young people of China. What has impressed me most is not their intellectual ability—which is impressive—but their optimism and sense of humor, particularly in light of the struggles they endure. These are the people to tell about China. Their anecdotal glimpses of life provide the real story of what is China.

My students have written essays about life in China to fulfill the writing assignments in my English Writing class. By reading their essays, I have gained new insights into the culture of China. Seeing China through my students' eyes has given me a new perspective as a foreigner in China, and also as a human being on this earth. I thought I was the teacher; yet through them I became an Unexpected Student. From me they learned the essential techniques and components of good exposition writing, as outlined in this book. From them I learned about their ancient and modern cultures, their views on the outside world, their sensitive feelings on life, their dreams, their struggles, and their triumphs. I think I received the better education.

A Peking University Coursebook on English Exposition Writing is an ESL (English as a Second Language) textbook on college exposition writing. However, it is more than that. In addition to providing excellent examples of exposition writing, this book provides a look at China through the pure hearts, hope-filled eyes, and brilliant minds of China's greatest asset—her students.





By Diane M. Coffman

(Foreign Expert, Peking University

and Associate, Brigham Young

University China Teachers Program)


Introduction（简介）

A Peking University Coursebook on English Exposition Writing focuses on exposition writing for ESL (English as a Second Language) writing courses. It discusses the techniques and components of good exposition writing and illustrates them through examples written by students at China's top university, Peking University. The selection of examples used in this book is intended to provide topics of interest to students while demonstrating good writing.

It is assumed that the reader already has an understanding of good English grammar and sentence and paragraph structure. If not, many textbooks can be used to review these areas of writing. Once that is done, a more detailed look can be made into the techniques used for exposition writing and the components that make up a good exposition essay.

One element of good exposition writing is having a thorough understanding of other writing types. This is important because other writing types may be combined with exposition writing to clarify the purpose of the essay. For example, if the exposition essay's purpose is to compare and contrast two similar items, e.g., the cultural differences between China and the United States, then Definition writing may be used to define the abstract nature of the word "culture", Description writing may be used to give a sensory description of certain aspects of each culture, Illustration writing may be used to show poignant examples of comparison, Narration writing may be used to chronicle a series of events in the process of the comparison, and Persuasion writing may be used to convince the reader of the contrasts between the two cultures. A Peking University Coursebook on English Exposition Writing takes a look at these other writing types, separately and in combination, to provide the student with a better understanding of these building blocks for exposition writing. Because many of the book's selected writing examples combine writing types, the layout is presented by topic. An index is provided at the back of the book indicating the writing types used.

The Purpose of Exposition Writing

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition, defines exposition writing as "writing designed to convey information or explain what is difficult to understand." Therefore, the main purpose of Exposition Writing is to explain
【1】

 ; to increase the reader's knowledge on a subject; to help the reader better understand a concept or process. Although other writing types may be combined to add greater dimension and purpose to the essay, the underlying premise is still to explain something to the reader in a clear and logical manner.

Exposition writing is perhaps the type of writing most frequently used by a student, a scientist, or a professional. An exposition essay explains or explores something, such as the process of making a machine, the causes of a natural or social phenomenon, the planning of a project, or the solution to a problem. It mainly deals with processes and relationships, and may explain how something is made, how it is used, how it may change, how it effects or compares with something else, its nature, its classification, or its significance in history.1


To become better at writing exposition essays, a student should understand and apply the essential techniques and components of good exposition writing.

Essential Techniques of Exposition Writing

The essential techniques for good Exposition Writing are:

* Recognize the importance of style and word choice

* Remember rules for good sentences and paragraphs

* Use transition words and phrases

* Understand the "Building Blocks" writing types

* Use critical thinking in reading and writing

* Have a strong thesis statement

* Select the internal structure of the essay

* Follow the steps of the writing process

* Follow rules for document structure

Essential Components of Exposition Writing

The essential components for good Exposition Writing are:

* A meaningful TITLE

* A focused INTRODUCTION section

* A thorough DEVELOPMENT section

　　—With a logical Internal Structure

* A summarizing CONCLUSION section

* Cited REFERENCES (if sources are used)

注释


【1】
 文中这样的字体表示作者的强调。——编者注


Part Ⅰ　Essential Techniques of Exposition Writing

（英文写作的基本技法）

1. Recognize the Importance of Style and Word Choice

（文体与遣词）

What is writing style? Basically, it is the author's voice presented through words. Therefore, the choice of vocabulary, order of words within a sentence, and emphasis through punctuation can affect the style of the essay. These elements set the tone and should reflect the author's purpose for writing the essay, and should consider the reader, or audience, of the essay.

The author's purpose—In addition to explaining, the author's purpose in writing an essay may be to inform, to persuade, to describe, to illustrate, to define, to analyze, or to entertain. No matter what the author's purpose may be, there is one important purpose in college essay writing: to demonstrate how well the student thinks and understands the material. In college essay writing, the writer needs to show clear, logical thinking, not just present a "good idea."2


The audience—Who is going to read the essay? What is his or her educational and language level? What message is he or she to receive from reading the essay? What words are best suited to convey the message to the reader? These questions should be answered by the writer when planning to write an essay. After all, what is the point of writing, if it isn't to be read?

When selecting words to use in an essay it is important to remember the four levels of Diction3
 :

1) Formal—Highly educated audience: ceremonial, scholarly or technical purpose.

2) Standard—Educated audience: college papers, mass publications, business communications, and many other writing purposes.

3) Informal—General audience: spoken rather than written situations, personal letters, conversational and entertaining purposes.

4) Slang—Specific audience: used to enhance the writing through dialogue essential to the character, such as in novels; or to build connections between members of a specific group or generation.

In exposition writing, a Standard level is most commonly used, with occasional uses of Formal or Informal depending on the nature of the writing. Slang should seldom, if ever, be used for exposition writing unless the essay is about slang language. It is also important to note that Formal writing does not mean the most formal word should be used; i. e., multi-syllabic, Latin-form, or pretentious. The best approach is to use the word that conveys the most accurate meaning. Exposition writing, even when technical in nature, should use common language for its primary word choice. Following are some examples of common wording, which are recommended instead of the pretentious wording.



	
Pretentious Wording

	
Common Wording




	in regards to
	concerning; about



	utilize
	use



	elucidate
	explain



	prior to
	before



	because of the fact that
	because



	of the opinion
	believe



	ascertain
	find out



	commence
	begin




Eloquent versus Practical Style

Eloquent writing style uses abstract words, similes and metaphors. Practical writing style uses words that are concrete and specific. Because much of exposition writing is academic, a practical writing style is preferred. How can you tell if you are using a practical style? A good rule to follow is:

RULE: Descriptive words and phrases should be accurate; and the word choice should be Standard/Common language; and the sentence structure should follow the standard word order of:

Subject→Predicate

Adjective→Object

Adverb→Verb

and

The Subject Noun should be able to actually do what the Verb says.

* Example of Eloquent Style: As the hungry mountain daffodils drank the mother's milk of newly fallen dew upon the earth's barren soil, they reached their arms upward and turned their yellow faces to the nurturing sun, whilst dancing in the cool breezes from the ocean below.

Why is this example eloquent in style? Well, daffodils, which are flowers, do not really drink and they do not have arms and faces and they do not dance; mother's milk is not an accurate descriptive phrase for dew—the moisture that condensates in the air at night; whilst is the poetic (not common language) form of the word while.

* Practical Style: The mountain daffodils absorbed needed moisture from the recent dewfall. They grew in the warm sunlight while swaying in the ocean's cool breezes.

* Another example of Eloquent Style: The moon hung like a silvery ball over the mountains majestic, its glow bathing all within its grasp in a shimmering light.

Why is this eloquent? The verb "hung" is an eloquent description of the moon's action—the moon orbits and it shines but it doesn't really hang and it doesn't have hands to grasp. Also, the sentence structure used is eloquent because the adjective "majestic" is placed after the object it modifies—"mountains." Practical writing style uses standard sentence structuring which places the adjective before the word it modifies, i. e., majestic mountains.

* Practical Style: The snow-capped mountains shimmered in the light of the full moon.

Why is the word "majestic" replaced with "snow-capped"? So the reader knows what it was that shimmered in the moon's light. The word "majestic" is not specific enough for practical style. Words such as wonderful, beautiful, lovely, superb, awful, ugly, different, better, something, sometimes, and phrases such as a lot of and a few, are general and vague; they can be perceived differently by each reader and are, therefore, abstract. Practical style requires the use of specific, concrete words. For example, instead of writing "The weather today is beautiful," write "The weather today is clear and crisp." Be specific. When using adjectives (descriptive words) in writing, ask yourself, "Why is the Object... (your choice of adjective)?" In this case, "Why is the weather beautiful? Because it is clear and crisp." If you can answer why, then use those words instead of your first choice of adjective.4


【Exercises】

Improve the following sentences by identifying any general or abstract words or phrases and replacing them with specific words:

1) After the crazy party, the boys' dormitory was unsanitary.

2) The basketball team won a lot of games last season.

3) The situation called for quick action by the rescue crew.

4) Something in the air of the room reminded me of my grandmother's house.

5) Although the girl was meek as a lamb, she presented her speech superbly.

Frugal Use of Words

In exposition writing the writer needs to be frugal when choosing words. The fewer the words used to make your point the better. Treat each word as if it will cost you money to use it. Spend wisely. Strunk and White said it best:

"Vigorous writing is concise. A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph no unnecessary sentences, for the same reason that a drawing should have no unnecessary lines and a machine no unnecessary parts. This requires not that the writer make all his sentences short, or that he avoid all detail and treat his subjects only in outline, but that every word tell." (William Strunk, Jr. and E. B. White, The Elements of Style)

When choosing words in writing it is important to watch for certain bad habits that may show up in a writer's style. For example, watch for words such as "all" or "always" used to fill up space in a sentence. The sentence "We all went to the movies" does not need the word "all" in it. The sentence "My friends and I always go shopping together" implies that my friends and I never shop separately, which is probably not true. A more accurate sentence would be "My friends and I frequently go shopping together." The words "all" and "always" are Absolutes. Words that are Absolutes have a specific meaning—a meaning without alternatives—and should not be used unless it is the exact meaning you want to convey. Remember the rule for Absolutes:

RULE: NOTHING IS ABSOLUTE.

—Avoid using words such as: all, only, never, always, nothing—unless it's true.

—Instead, use words: seldom, usually, occasionally, frequently, sometimes, often.

Another bad habit in word choice is the improper use of the phrase "In a word, ..." This summarization phrase is singular—In a word—and requires that there be only one word following it. A one-word summary is very hard to do in writing. To illustrate this point, this sentence correctly uses the phrase: When asked about my travel experience I replied, "In a word, marvelous!" Adding words beyond the one word would make the phrase incorrect. Therefore, a more accurate phrase to use is: "In other words, ..." For example:

—In other words, the students are efficient workers.

—NOT: In a word, the students are efficient workers.

Frugal word choice requires the writer to watch for unnecessary words such as when starting a sentence with the words "There is..." These are useless words and require the reader to read well into the sentence before finding out what the sentence is about. It is better to start the sentence with the subject. For example:

—Crime is increasing in most big cities.

—NOT: There is an increase of crime in most big cities.

Unnecessary words can occur anywhere in a sentence. For example:

The mishap occurred on account of the fact that there was
 bad weather.

A better sentence: The mishap occurred because of bad weather.

She likes hockey and she likes
 basketball, but she doesn't like lacrosse.

A better sentence: She likes hockey and basketball, but she doesn't like lacrosse.

The plant is large in size
 and green in color
 .

A better sentence: The plant is large and green.

【Exercises】

Can you find the errors in these sentences? How would you correct them?

1) The nature of the crisis situation was such that it urgently called for our immediate attention.

2) The smoke which comes from factories that are situated in the valley always pollutes the air.

3) Students in their first year of college often find it difficult to adjust to a study schedule.

4) It was cold and it was dark, but he still enjoyed walking home.

2. Remember Rules for Good Sentences and Paragraphs

（句段写作）

There is more to writing a good sentence than putting together a subject and a predicate verb, and there is more to writing a good paragraph than stringing together sentences. The rules for good sentences and paragraphs are that they should have the following characteristics:

Characteristics of Good Sentences5


1) Unity—One single, complete thought.

* This sentence has a Unity problem: Born in a small town in South China in the early 50s, he grew up to be a famous musician.

* The problem with this sentence is that it has two thoughts—born in a small town, and grew up to be a musician. It should be written as two sentences. In addition, there needs to be more information to connect these two thoughts. For example: He was born in a small town in South China in the early 50s. In his childhood he liked to sing. later he entered a music conservatory. In the 70s, he became an accomplished musician.

* Another Unity problem occurs when the sentence is not a complete thought. For example: Michael Jordan is one of the greatest basketball players.

* Using the comparative (e.g., greater) or superlative (e.g., greatest) forms of adjectives and adverbs requires the writer to state clearly what items are being compared. Otherwise, an incomplete comparison—a Unity problem—results. The writer should clarify "of/in what?" or "than what?" For example:

* This course of action is more efficient than the previous one.

—NOT: This course of action is more efficient.

* In order for the Michael Jordan sentence to be a complete thought, time or place would need to be specified: Michael Jordan is one of the greatest basketball players in the world
 .

2) Coherence—clear connection between parts; no faulty parallel constructions, no unknown pronouns, no unclear relationships.

* This sentence has a Coherence problem: Upon entering the classroom, the students stood up and said, "Good morning!"

* Even though the sentence is grammatically correct, the relationships are unclear—who entered the classroom? A better sentence would be: When the teacher entered the classroom the students stood up and said, "Good morning!"

* Parallel constructions aid in Coherence. Good parallelism occurs when verb forms (e.g., ing forms) are the same. For example:

—Gordon and I enjoy walking
 , skiing
 , traveling
 and teaching
 university students.

—NOT: Gordon and I enjoy walking, to ski, travel, and teaching university students.

* Good parallelism also occurs when a series of clauses or related sentences have the same grammatical form. Some examples:

* Jim wants a new car, a girlfriend, and a good job.

—NOT: Jim wants a new car, to get a girlfriend, and find a good job.

* The main results of the university's curriculum reform were a decrease in class size, an increase in multicultural courses, and a pass/fail option.

—NOT: The main results of the university's curriculum reform were that class size decreased, more multicultural courses, and being allowed to choose a pass/fail option.

* Taking
 the bus is less comfortable than driving
 .

—NOT: To take the bus is less comfortable than driving.

* He made up his mind either to paint
 the van or to sell
 it.

—NOT: He made up his mind either to paint the van or sell it.

* Winning the Oscar meant a reward for years of hard work. It meant a gateway to new jobs. It meant a sense that he had finally made it in Hollywood. It also meant he had an impressive trophy to display on his mantel.

—NOT: Winning the Oscar meant a reward for years of hard work. It caused a gateway to new jobs. It gave a sense that he finally made it in Hollywood. It also resulted in an impressive trophy to display on his mantel.

3) Conciseness—No unnecessary words.

* This sentence has a Conciseness problem: He returned in the early part of the month of August.

* Can you identify the unnecessary words? A better sentence is: He returned in early August.

4) Emphasis—Important ideas are stressed using word choice, repetition of words, and punctuation such as an exclamation point (!).

* This sentence has an Emphasis problem: When the bank robbers entered the bank they said, "Don't move."

* The wording and the punctuation should match the emphasis of the sentence: When the bank robbers entered the bank they yelled, "Don't move!"

* Although repetition of words can create a Conciseness problem within sentences, it can be an effective tool for emphasis. The following sentences are excellent examples of good use of word repetition:

* Government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth. (Abraham Lincoln)

* Bright, very bright, were the stars over the wild, dark Yenan hills. (Anna Louise Strong)

* Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity! I say, let your affairs be as two or three, and not a hundred or a thousand... Simplify, simplify. (Henry David Thoreau)

5) Variety—A combination of simple and complex sentences, short and long sentences. If the complexity and length of sentences are all the same in an essay, the writing may be difficult to understand, or insulting to the reader, or boring.

* For example, the following sentences are all simple and would insult the intelligence of an advanced reader: Here is Fred. Fred is a dog. He can jump. He likes to jump over fences.

6) Good Grammar—Good structure, good use of articles (a, an, the), accurate spelling, and clear punctuation. Remember, sentences begin with a capital letter and end with a period, question mark or exclamation point. Sentences never end with a comma.

* Look at the Grammar problems in this sentence: Li Qing, who was first-year student of college, would go to a park near her school every day in morning, she would bring a small recorder with her, in park she would find quiet corner and listen to a tape of English stories.

* Of course, there are more than just grammatical problems with this sentence. Can you identify them? The problems include Unity, Conciseness and Grammar. A better version of this sentence is: Li Qing, a first-year college student, enjoys studying in the park near her school. Each morning she brings a small recorder, finds a quiet corner in the park, and listens to a tape of English stories.

【Exercises】

Identify and correct the following sentence problems:

1) He was knocked down by a bicycle, but it was not serious.

2) Bernard Shaw was one of the best-known playwrights.

3) We entered the shop, and a saleswoman greeted us, and all kinds of shoes were on the shelves, and the prices were quite reasonable, and a lot of customers were buying them.

4) We went swimming, then walked, running, and climbed for our exercises.

Characteristics of Good Paragraphs6


1) Unity—A central theme; one topic sentence (main idea), which can be an actual sentence anywhere in the paragraph, or an implied thought, and all sentences within the paragraph relate to the topic sentence.

* An example of a paragraph without Unity is: Ludwig van Beethoven overcame many personal problems to achieve artistic greatness. He was a major composer of the nineteenth century. He was born in Bonn, Germany, in 1770 and first studied music with a court organist. He was appointed deputy court organist at a surprisingly early age in 1782. He also played the harpsichord and the viola. He went to Vienna in 1792 to study music under Haydn. His music shows great discipline and control.

* While all of these sentences are about Beethoven, sentences two through six are not related to the topic sentence (the first sentence)—that he overcame personal problems.

2) Coherence—Proper order; each sentence leads smoothly and logically to the next sentence. Paragraphs need to be planned. First, think of the topic or theme or main idea of the paragraph; put that thought into a complete sentence (topic sentence). Second, think of the details, examples or facts that may be used to support or explain the main idea. Then, arrange them in logical order. Finally, check the paragraph for word choice and good grammar.

* An example of a paragraph without Coherence is: I'm fascinated by my grandmother. She is about 90 this year. She doesn't have much sense of humor. She was born into a well-to-do urban family. She believes in everything: festivals, news, TV ads, success, and all the gods. She hates dogs. She takes a walk in the garden every day. She likes to eat fruit. She seems to never require the services of a doctor. She collects postcards and likes the color of a strawberry.

* At the very least, these sentences should be grouped by likes/dislikes, beliefs/disbeliefs, does do/doesn't do, has/doesn't have, etc. The last sentence should actually be two sentences: She collects postcards. She likes the color of a strawberry.

* The sentence order does not have to be topic sentence first, etc. The topic sentence can occur anywhere in the paragraph, and it can be explicit or merely implied. The following paragraph effectively puts the topic sentence last:

Whether you do or do not open a gift in the presence of the giver; whether you should or should not turn the plate over to look at the maker's symbol on the back; whether you put your coat on before or after you leave the host's house; whether you eat as quietly or as noisily as possible; whether you carry on a conversation during a meal; whether you walk in front of or behind a seated person; whether it is a friendly or an offensive gesture to put your hand on the arm of the person with whom you are talking—these and a thousand other questions are matters of cultural definition. None of them is inherently right or wrong, and none is good or bad manners except as a society defines it so. (Ina Corinne Brown)

3) Development—The paragraph should have sufficient information to support the topic sentence.

* An example of a paragraph without sufficient Development is:

The television western of several years ago differs greatly from the western of today. Twenty years ago, for example, the swindler or bank robber in a western could be identified not by the crimes he committed so much as by the color of the clothing he wore—which was black. Today, the television western reveals the villain by mannerisms and personality.

* This paragraph is missing an example illustrating the point that television westerns today reveal the villain by mannerisms and personality. At least one more sentence is needed to fully develop this paragraph.

4) Good Grammar—The paragraph should have proper punctuation, accurate spelling, etc.

* An example of a paragraph without good Grammar is:

The room is located on fifth floor of high building. One third of its total floor space is taken up by double bed. Facing it, in corner behind door, stands cupboard loaded with pots, bowls, dishes, bottles, and bags of rice and flour, desk fills completely the gap between bed and wall with window. Behind desk is chair, the only one in the room; and it touches almost the boxes and trunks piled against wall on opposite side.

* There are many problems with this paragraph, yet none that are detected by the computer's Spell-Check or Grammar-Check. First, the articles (a, an, the) are missing. Secondly, the sentence "Facing it, in corner..." should have a period (.) after the word "flour". A new sentence should begin "A desk completely fills..." Lastly, the adverbs "completely" and "almost" are in the wrong position. They should be before the verb. The correct paragraph is: The room is located on the fifth floor of the high building. One third of its total floor space is taken up by a double bed. Facing the bed, in the corner behind the door, stands a cupboard loaded with pots, bowls, dishes, bottles, and bags of rice and flour. A desk completely fills the gap between the bed and the wall with a window. Behind the desk is a chair, the only one in the room; and it almost touches the boxes and trunks piled against the wall on the opposite side.

5) Good Transition—Use of transition words that move the reader between thoughts and paragraphs. These words and phrases also help to clarify meaning. For example, the transition phrase "in addition" means that more information is being provided. The phrase "for example" means information is being presented that illustrates the point being made. Likewise, the phrase "in contrast" means the writer is pointing out differences in the information presented. (See section 3. Use Transition Words and Phrases, pages 18-25.)

【Exercises】

Identify the topic sentence in the following paragraphs. Note whether the paragraph's Development is sufficient for the topic sentence, and cross out any sentences that do not develop the controlling idea. Then, identify the Transitions.

1) It is common knowledge that one's perception of time may vary depending on the activity one is engaged in. A person may be engrossed in conversation, only to realize that what feels like only a few minutes is actually more than an hour. It starts with the most important information and continues into increasingly inconsequential details. In contrast, waiting for a tardy acquaintance may make every minute seem like an hour.

2) Once people were very much afraid of ghosts. Their fear led them to develop elaborate rituals to ward off encounters with the dead. For example, since primitive people believed that ghosts could capture their spirit at funerals, they carried wooden images of themselves in the hope that the ghosts would be fooled into carrying off the images. Images have been popular with people from primitive times until today. At one time people believed that taking a picture of someone would rob the person of his or her soul. It is possible, too, that the tradition of sitting up with the dead comes from a belief that ghosts escape in the night. Certainly the ritual of laying tombstones is derived from a superstition about the dead. People once believed that stones piled on top of a grave would keep the dead person's ghost from escaping and haunting the living. Eventually the number of stones diminished until only one stone, the tombstone, was left as a reminder of the ancient superstition.

3. Use Transition Words and Phrases

（转换与连接）

To Provide Meaning

Transition words and phrases play an important part in exposition writing. Use of the correct choice of transition wording adds meaning and gives purpose to an essay. For example, if using the transition word "conversely" between two subjects, your purpose is to compare and contrast the two subjects. Likewise, using the phrase "for example" tells the reader that the following information provides illustration for the point being made.

Students often use a narrow selection of transition words: but and, or, so. These words are limiting and indicate a simplified approach to writing. There are many more, and better, transition words and phrases available. Some examples include:

TO SHOW AN EXAMPLE:

for example

for instance

in particular

specifically

that is

to illustrate

to illustrate this concept

that means

for one thing

as an example

as proof

to substantiate

as an illustration

in one instance

let me illustrate

according to

as follows

TO GIVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

additional

also

and

furthermore

in addition

moreover

additionally

too

TO COMPARE:

also

as we see

in the same way

in parallel to

similarly

in the same manner

in like manner

as in

both

like

alike

likewise

resembling

resemblance as

as well

almost the same as

similar to

TO CONTRAST:

alternatively

but

conversely

however

on the contrary

on the other hand

rather

unlike

yet

whereas

nevertheless

even so

differ from

in contrast to

in opposition to

less/more than

otherwise

although

while

TO DEFINE:

to define

in definition

to explain

in explanation

by that I mean

by________is meant

to clarify

in clarification

TO DIVIDE/CLASSIFY:

primary, secondary

major, minor

kinds of

basic kinds of

main kinds of

divide

divide into

classify

fall into

fundamental

types

types of

methods

divisions

categories

characteristics

classes

classifications

aspects

sources

factors

regions

clearly distinguishable

TO EMPHASIZE:

certainly

clearly

in fact

more importantly

as a matter of fact

TO SHOW UNCERTAINTY:

questionably

arguably

allegedly

possibly

potentially

FOR SEQUENCE OR CAUSE AND EFFECT:

as a result

because

because of

due to

consequently

finally

first, second, third

hence

later

meanwhile

at last

initially

for a start

recently

since

so

so that

such that

now that

subsequently

then

thereafter

therefore

thus

next

when

although

the reason for

for this reason

the cause of

it follows that

owing to

thanks to

at this point

at that point

through the use of

as soon as

TO REPHRASE:

in other words

more simply

that is

to state this another way

what I mean by that is

in summary

in general

generally speaking

TO CONCLUDE:

finally

in conclusion

in short

to conclude

to recap

to sum up





【Exercises】

For each Transition word or phrase below, determine if its meaning is: Example, Additional Information, Comparison, Contrast, Definition, Divide/Classify, Emphasis, Uncertainty, Sequence or Cause/Effect, Rephrasing or Conclusion:



	* in addition
	* certainly



	* similarly
	* subsequently



	* in other words
	* allegedly



	* however
	* finally



	* for example
	* on the contrary



	* furthermore
	* consequently



	* in conclusion
	* questionably



	* as a matter of fact
	* thereafter



	* for instance
	* moreover



	* whereas
	* thus




To Link Information7


In addition to showing how subjects or clauses are related, and for providing meaning and purpose to the essay, transition words and phrases are also used:

* to connect two short sentences into one complex sentence

* to connect a main clause with a subordinate clause

* to connect two main clauses of equal importance

When using transition words and phrases to connect short sentences and clauses, they are called Connectors. Punctuation and sentence structure are important in the use of Connectors.

RULE: When using a Connector to combine two clauses, use a comma (,) or in very complex sentences, a semicolon (;) with the Connector.

There are three groups of sentence structures for using Connectors. They are:


Group 1


* Clause, connector clause.

Sample sentence:

Lee won a scholarship to Yale , but
 he won't be able to attend until next year.

Choice of Connector words for Group 1 structure:

* Very limited: and, but, or, so, for, yet, nor


Group 2


* Connector clause, clause.

* Clause connector clause. (no comma is used)

Sample sentences:


Although
 Lee won a scholarship to Yale ,
 he won't be able to attend until next year.

Lee won a scholarship to Yale although
 he won't be able to attend until next year.

Choice of Connector words for Group 2 structures:

* Somewhat limited: because, since, as, so that, whereas, inasmuch as, if, although, even though, while, then, before, until, once, when, whenever

　　　Group 3


　　　* Clause; connector, clause.

　　　* Clause; clause, connector, clause.

　　　* Clause; clause, connector.

　　　* Clause. Connector, clause.

Sample sentences:

Lee won a scholarship to Yale ; however,
 he won't be able to attend until next year.

Lee won a scholarship to Yale; he won't be able to attend , however,
 until next year.

Lee won a scholarship to Yale ;
 he won't be able to attend until next year , however
 .

Lee won a scholarship to Yale . However,
 he won't be able to attend until next year.

Choice of Connector words for Group 3 structures:

* Numerous. Limited only by the meaning or purpose. (See list of Transition Words and Phrases and their meanings, pages 18-22.)

【Exercises】

Identify each of the following sentences as Group 1, Group 2 or Group 3 structures. In addition, identify the transition/connector words.

1) Gordon wanted to go skiing, but I wanted to play tennis.

2) Nevertheless, we both wanted to spend the day together.

3) We decided to climb Fragrant Hill; in addition, we shopped in the little village and bought hats.

4) Before leaving for the bus, we packed a delicious lunch and put it in our backpack.

5) The steps were steep and crowded, yet we were determined to make it to the top.

6) The day started out clear and warm; clouds rolled in, however, and it rained.

7) We walked for a long time in the rain because we couldn't find the bus stop.

In the following sentences, fill in the blank with an appropriate transition/connector word or phrase as indicated in the brackets, and determine the proper punctuation based on Group sentence structures.

1) [addition] The students wandered alongside the lake________they walked through the park and went to the campus library.

2) [cause/effect] After meeting with the teacher to discuss homework, Jerry wanted to study in the library________he put his coursebook in his book bag.

3) [sequence]________he took the bus back to his dormitory.

4) [sequence]________Sophia traveled to Hong Kong for the international conference, she wanted to improve her English speaking skills.

5) [contrast] Leo went to the police station________they said he would have to go to the embassy about his passport.

4. Understand the "Building Blocks" Writing Types

（写作模式）

Good exposition writing requires an understanding of other writing types. Using other writing types enhances the purpose and meaning of an exposition essay. These writing types are the "building blocks" for good writing. They can be used separately, as a Description essay, Narration essay, etc., or in combination with each other. For example, an exposition essay can be made up of some descriptive paragraphs, a few illustrations, a list of events, some persuasive sentences, maybe even a definition or two. It is not necessary to use all of them. It is best to use the one, or ones, that best suits the purpose of the essay. Following is a brief overview of each of these other writing types. (Good examples of these writing types are provided in this book. Please see the index at the back of the book for page numbers of examples.)

Definitions8


The purpose of Definition writing is to define. It is necessary when one uses a term that may have various denotative or connotative meanings, or shades of meaning. Misunderstandings arise when a reader misinterprets a term—especially when it is abstract, ambiguous, or controversial. Terms such as liberty, equality, beauty, love, etc. have different meanings to different people. It is therefore necessary to make the meaning of the term clear, or to define the term, by answering the question "What is (the term)?" Definition writing clarifies abstract terms or concepts by presenting the essential nature and qualities of the concept, or by showing how the concept is different from others like it. The definition usually turns out to be an expression of opinion or attitude, and it is this expression of opinion or attitude that gives life to the definition, and makes it more interesting and enlightening to read than a dictionary.

Although Definition writing structure includes the formal, or rigid, dictionary definition form—a word followed by a brief, concrete and uncontroversial definition—the form of definition writing most often used in exposition writing is informal and extended. There is no set pattern; however, there needs to be logical reasoning—just as in Persuasion writing. When ideals, concepts, or emotions are discussed, they are better understood when explained using deductive or inductive reasoning. Through reasoning, the reader is convinced of the writer's definition. (See Persuasion writing, page 35, for more information on deductive and inductive reasoning.)

A deductive definition begins with a stated definition followed by supporting examples. An inductive definition reaches the definition after developing the concept through examples.

A sample deductive Definition paragraph:

What is China? China is the fiery eyes of my fellow students in this university. When you see them in the classroom, looking for knowledge, when you notice them in debates in search of truth, when you find them concentrating on books that accompany the rising sun, or when you discover them absorbed in articles under a lamp at midnight, you actually find a fresh, lively China that is obtaining its new identification in the 21st century. (Excerpt from What is China? (No.2), page 226.)

A sample inductive Definition paragraph:

Since primary school, I have read a lot of poetry. The more I read, the deeper I comprehend and appreciate the ancient Chinese culture. A profound meaning can be hidden in a mere 28 characters, or even 20. To me, this is magic. In a poet's eyes, everything is poetic. What is more, the common people also enjoy poetry. They are not poets; but their work has a longer history. The ancient people's inelegant songs have become today's beautiful poens. This was the first poetry collection in China, The Book of Songs. China has countless poems. China itself is a poem. It is an epic, being written since thousands of years ago. (Excerpt from What is China? (No.4) page 231.)

Briefly, the characteristics of Definition writing are that it:

* Discusses an abstract term, the denotative or connotative meaning of which is often different to different people;

* Fully answers the question "What is (the term)?";

* Uses deductive or inductive reasoning to develop the term's meaning.

Description9


The purpose of Description writing is to describe—to paint a picture in words of a person, object, place, or scene. Description writing is developed through sensory details, or the impressions of one's senses: seeing, hearing, tasting, feeling, smelling. Not all details are used. The writer should choose those that help to bring out the dominant characteristic or outstanding quality of the person or thing being described. Scientific description may describe the item's qualities (sour, sweet, blue, red, loud or soft in decibels, hard or soft in compression); evocative (emotionally charged) description recreates the feelings.

In describing a person, the writer should not merely give details of his appearance. He should try to reveal the person's character, thoughts, and feelings, which may be shown in what the person does and says, or in how he behaves towards others. He should grasp the characteristic that distinguishes the person from all other people. Those features that he shares with others can be omitted. Peculiarities of the person, if any, should be identified in the description, for they usually impress the reader and give life to the person being described.

To describe an object, the writer must depend on his senses, because he needs to mention the object's size, shape, color, texture, taste, and smell. It is also necessary to tell how it is used if it is useful, and what part it plays in a person's life if it is in some way related to him. However, emphasis should be placed on only one aspect of the object, probably its most important characteristic.

In describing a place or scene, the writer should write about the things that make the place or scene different from other places or scenes. The place or scene may be described simply for the purpose of describing the place or scene; but they can also be described to create a feeling or mood, or reveal personality and character of a person. For example, a description of a clean and tidy room might show that the occupant is an orderly person. The howling of a chilly wind, the falling of autumn leaves, a house standing in solitude on a barren mountain, all help to build up a somber mood and increase the feeling of depression. The writer should try to create a dominant impression when describing a scene. He should decide what effect he wants the description to achieve. This will help him to decide which details to delete and which to include. In addition, the details should be described in an order such as: left to right, top to bottom, inside to outside. For example, a writer describing a courtyard with trees may start with the trees in the middle of the courtyard and then describe what is under and around the trees, then move farther away from the trees. In short, the writer moves his "camera" from the center to the surrounding areas.

An important rule to point out about Description writing is that even though it encourages the use of adjectives and adverbs, a good writer will not overuse them. Loading up a sentence with a string of adjectives is not good writing. For example, describing a day as being "hot, dry, bright and dusty" is not effective writing. Not only are there too many adjectives in the sentence, the choice of adjectives are common and boring. More than two adjectives describing the same object clutter the image and demean the reader's own imagination. In addition, text filled with adjectives separated by commas makes for slow and awkward reading.10


Briefly, the characteristics of Description writing are that it:

* Uses sensory words and phrases (How does it look, feel, sound, taste, smell?);

* Creates a central scene;

* Focuses on one theme/message/characteristic;

* Uses specific, concrete details;

* Doesn't overuse adjectives and adverbs.

A sample Description paragraph:

Near my family's home is a stream in a wooded mountain setting. In the home, one of the underground rooms faces the stream from which I could see the winding current and listen to the birds in the woods. Access to the stream was possible only if one gathered enough bravery to climb down along the treacherous stairways that clung delicately to the slope. I didn't dare to try until I was much older. The most intriguing things to me, however, were the mountain peaks that, in the changing day's sunlight, turned from green and brown during the day to blue, pink, orange and red before disappearing at dusk. I was so fascinated by its view that I would gaze for hours without saying or thinking about anything. (Excerpt from My Grandmother's House, page 179.)

Illustration11


Illustration writing is the most common writing type. It is used every time an example is given. When the phrases "for example" or "for instance" are used, illustration writing is taking place. Good examples help to clarify a writer's thought by making the general specific, and the abstract concrete. They also add interest and help to persuade or convince the reader. But there is more to it than just that. There must be a wise selection of sufficient examples that are specific and typical, interesting and relevant, based on personal experience or second-hand information from reliable sources; and there must be a logical sequence to the information being illustrated. The sequence may be specific to general or general to specific, from least important to most important.

Briefly, the characteristics of Illustration writing are that it:

* Provides relevant examples;

* May use simile or metaphor;

* Must have a logical sequence if multiple examples are given;

* Must balance with the information the examples are illustrating.

A sample Illustration paragraph:

A friend is just like a barber. For example, when you are depressed you go to see your friend. The "barber" helps you cut out the sorrow. When you are confused or when you meet frustrations or hard problems, you can confide in your friends. These "barbers" can help you to tidy up your messy feelings. Maybe the problems still haven't been solved, but what is better than friends' encouragement? They will help you to get back your confidence and have the courage to face problems again. (Excerpt from Friends, page 171.)

Narration12


Narration writing chronicles a series of events. It may be the steps taken in a science experiment, or it may be the adventures happening to the characters in a story. Narration writing tells what happens and when. It may be fiction or non-fiction.

When planning narration writing, the writer should consider five aspects13
 :

* Context—When, where, and to whom the action is happening. This should be made clear at the beginning of narration text. This provides the reader with the circumstances to help him or her understand the series of events.

* Selection of Details—Narration writing is made up of details. There should be enough details to let the reader know what is happening, but not so many that the reader becomes confused and loses interest in the events or story. Only relevant details, which bring out the main ideas of the narration, should be used. Therefore, the writer should think about the purpose of the narration when selecting details to be used.

* Organization of Events—Events in Narration writing are organized in an order, usually chronologically: first, second, next, then, and finally. Identifying the chronological order of events or steps taken can be vitally important in explaining a process. In storytelling, however, it is possible to start from another point of time in the series of events and go back to earlier events through Flashbacks—memory recall. When selecting the event to start a story, the writer should consider which event is the most important, or which would most effectively catch the reader's attention.

*　Point of View—A story is told from the point of view of first person (I), second person (you), or third person (he, she, they). Each of these perspectives has its advantages and disadvantages. A first-person narration may be more graphic and lifelike, because it gives the reader the impression that it is what the writer himself has seen or experienced. But the scope of the narration may be limited, for it is difficult to recount events that happen in different places at the same time. A second-person narration is the most limited in perspective, and is therefore difficult to write and seldom used. The third-person perspective is freer from limitation, is more objective, but may be difficult to put in good order events that are happening to different people in different places.

When writing a narration, the writer must always be concerned with what each character can know within the context of the event. For example, if a young man is dancing with a young woman, he can observe her behavior, he can guess what she might be thinking, but he cannot know actually what she is thinking or feeling; only she knows.

*　Purpose—There must be a purpose to telling a story. The writer may want to prove a theory, illustrate a concept, praise a virtue, condemn a vice, etc. The writer must make sure the impression left on the reader is in agreement with his or her purpose.

Briefly, the characteristics of Narration writing are that it:

* Chronicles a series of events, or tells a story through a series of events;

* May be Fiction or Non-Fiction;

—Puts the events in an organized order:

Usually presented in chronological order—the order in which the events occur, e.g., chronicling the steps taken in conducting an experiment. In storytelling, the order may not be chronological; it may start from the middle or even the end of the story, whichever event is most important or most interesting to catch the reader's attention, and then go back to earlier events, called flashbacks.

* Has a purpose—There must be a purpose for chronicling the events or telling the story. The writer may want to:

—prove a theory;

—illustrate a concept;

—praise a virtue;

—condemn a vice, etc.

* Uses events to move the story along;

* Sets a scene—when, where, and to whom the event is happening;

* Is different from other writing types in that:

—it has a Plot—a progressive line of energy and tension, anticipations and resolutions, ultimately delivering meaning.

—the story is dramatized using dialogue and action

* The writer must decide from whose viewpoint the events will be told (who is the authority?):

—first-("I"), second-("you"), or third-("he") person narration.

A sample Narration paragraph:

After I arrive home, I'll accompany my parents to visit my grandpa and cousin in town. An old man with a little boy lives a hard, lonely life. I also want to call on some of my teachers since it is they who sent me here—China's number one university. ... Some friends have invited me to their homes for a couple of days. They are eager to know my college life and study experiences. Before Spring Festival, I intend to spend three or four days making up my computer lessons with my brother's help. (Excerpt from Plans for Winter Vacation, page 183.)

A sample story Narration paragraph:

Long, long ago, a peasant lived at the foot of a hill and worked hard to plow the land for his food. One day while he was plowing in the field, out from the nearby forest came a rabbit rushing by. As it happened, that poor hare collided into a tree trunk and knocked itself out cold. The peasant, seeing this, immediately fetched the anesthetic hare and enjoyed a delicious supper. "What good luck!" the peasant said to himself. The next day the peasant decided not to work anymore. He gave up working his field to sit by the tree and wait patiently for suicidal hares to come rushing out of the forest. (A student translation of the Chinese legend Suicidal Hares.)

Persuasion/Argumentation14


Persuasion writing, or Argumentation writing, is used to convince the reader of the writer's point of view or assertion, to persuade the reader to change his mind or behavior, to approve a policy, or to take a course of action. Persuasion writing uses evidence and facts, forceful language, reasoning and logic to influence the reader's thinking. The internal structure for Persuasion writing is to present the most compelling points first and the least compelling point last, the most familiar or easily understood points first, the least familiar or most difficult to understand last. Persuasion writing is often used in speeches on policies, editorials in newspapers, articles on political or theoretical questions, and in proposals to change or implement a program.

When using Persuasion writing, the writer should consider the following important points:

* That the assertion or view the writer is presenting is a debatable one. In order to persuade, there must be more than one side or view to the point being made. Therefore, the following types of statements would not be effective in Persuasion writing:

1) Mere statements of fact. For example, "Some Chinese doctors use acupuncture anesthesia to perform certain operations" is a fact that cannot be debated. But, if it is changed to "Acupuncture anesthesia should replace conventional anesthesia in all operations," it becomes debatable.

2) Statements of personal preference. For example, "Mark Twain is my favorite author" expresses personal preference which does not lead to dispute. But a statement like "Mark Twain is the greatest American writer of the 19th century" is disputable and sufficient evidence would need to be provided to persuade the reader.

3) Viewpoints that are generally accepted or can be easily verified. It is universally known that "smoking is harmful to people's health," but it is not generally accepted that "second-hand smoke is the most harmful of all environmental pollutions." The former viewpoint can be proved, but the later is debatable.

* There needs to be sufficient evidence. Since the point of Persuasion writing is not just to state a fact, a personal preference, or a universally accepted viewpoint, the writer must provide sufficient evidence to convince the reader. Sufficient evidence includes specific examples, expert opinion, authoritative research and statistics, and quotes from authorities.

* There should be good logic. All the facts and reasons given as evidence should be logically connected with each other and with the conclusion. Any fallacy in logic or wrong step in reasoning would leave the reader in doubt about the whole argument. Generally, there are two types of reasoning:

1) Inductive reasoning. This is the most common way. When you use inductive reasoning, you start with specific facts and apply them to a more general conclusion. For example:

Specific: Fred bites.

Expanded: Fred is a dog.

General: Dogs bite.

2) Deductive reasoning. This reasoning process is just the opposite of inductive; that is, it moves from a general statement to a specific conclusion. For example:

General: All dogs bite.

Narrowed: Mattie is a dog.

Specific: Mattie bites.

The pattern of logic is that if points A and B are true, C—the conclusion—is probably also true. The writer must be careful, however, not to make the first statement too general by using an Absolute. Remember the Rule of Absolutes: Nothing is absolute. In this example, the Absolute "all" is used. A more accurate reasoning would be:

General: Most dogs bite.

Narrowed: Mattie is a dog.

Specific: Mattie may bite.

Such statements as "all students love to study" or "women are more imaginative than men" are so general that they become unbelievable. Therefore, the logic breaks down and the conclusion is not persuasive.

* There should be a logical order to the evidence presented. That is, the evidence should be arranged:

1) from the most important to the least important;

2) from the most familiar to the least familiar; and

3) from the easiest to accept or comprehend to the most difficult.

* The word choice should be strong and forceful, yet not abusive or quarrelsome. The effectiveness of Persuasion writing does not come from abuse, sarcasm, exaggeration, or fierce attacks, but from solid evidence, logical reasoning, and careful analysis. The writer must be careful not to overstate or understate, and should avoid passive words that weaken the essay such as perhaps , maybe, sometimes, most often, or I think and in my opinion (unless you are an authority on the subject).

Briefly, the characteristics of Persuasion writing are that it:

* Convinces the reader of a debatable point;

* Uses a sufficient amount of valid evidence;

* Uses logic and reasoning to come to its conclusion;

—Inductive or Deductive

* Orders the evidence from most important/familiar/easy to least important/familiar/easy;

* Uses strong word choices yet is not abusive.

A sample Persuasion paragraph:

Economic pressure is a problem that comes from outside one's self; and, hence, is one that cannot be changed. Truly, students struggling in poverty are not able to afford the increasingly high tuition. Nonetheless, being upset by financial conditions will only make matters worse. Just let your economic situation be. A bright mood kept, the individual is inclined to excel, both in academics and social activities which will, in return, greatly help to pay the debt off in the future. (Adapted from Let Pressures Be, page 160.)

5. Use Critical Thinking in Reading and Writing15


（批评性思维的运用）

Readers of exposition writing usually expect writers to analyze and question their sources, to have an informed and interesting point of view, and to provide convincing reasons why that view is valid. Readers want to discover what position has been taken by the author and why .

For writers, critical thinking means researching and analyzing an issue, taking a critical position, and persuasively supporting that position.

Critical thinking does not mean criticizing negatively. It means examining and analyzing information with an open mind and by applying intellectual standards of reasoning. Whether a writer is writing a college essay, a business analysis, a project plan, or a persuasive argument, critical thinking is a necessary first step.

Intellectual Standards of Reasoning16


Reasonable people judge reasoning by intellectual standards. When standards are used, thinking becomes clearer, more accurate, more precise, more relevant, more credible, and more reliable. One's thinking begins to question systemically, comprehensively, and with a keen interest in assessing the truth or plausibility of things. Because a person cannot be skilled at thinking or analyzing unless he or she is skilled at questioning, it is important to strive for a state of mind in which asking essential questions becomes habit. Questions that make up the intellectual standards of reasoning are based on the premise that the questioner:

* Seeks to understand the foundation for what is said or believed through further questioning. For example, "On what do you base your belief?"

* Recognizes that thought exists in a network of connected thoughts. For example, "If what you say is true, wouldn't x or y also be true?"

* Treats all thoughts as in need of development. For example, "Could this be elaborated on for better understanding?"

* Recognizes that all questions and thinking presupposes prior questions and thinking. For example, "To answer this complex question, what other questions need to be answered?"

One cannot think analytically without a question in mind, nor can one think analytically without a purpose. Therefore, intellectual standards of reasoning need to follow the elements of thought, which are:

Universal Structure of Thought

[image: alt]


Following are questions that provide intellectual standards of reasoning. They can be applied to writing, reading, listening, and learning. They are:

1) All reasoning has a PURPOSE. Questions which target purpose include:

What is your, my, their purpose in doing__________?

What is the objective of this__________(assignment, experiment, policy, etc.)?

Why did you say__________?

What is your central aim in this line of thought?

2) All reasoning is an attempt to figure something out, to settle some QUESTION, to solve some problem. Questions which target the question include:

What is the question I am trying to answer?

Is the question clear? Is it complex?

Is there a better way to put the question?

What kind of question is this? Historical? Scientific? Ethical? Political? Economic? Or...?

What would have to be done to settle this question?

3) All reasoning is based on ASSUMPTIONS. Assumptions are beliefs you take for granted; and because they are usually unconscious, they often embody prejudices, biases, stereotypes, and one-sided or false beliefs. Questions you can ask about your assumptions include:

What is this__________(policy, strategy, explanation) assuming?

Am I assuming something I shouldn't?

What assumption is leading me to this conclusion?

What is being presupposed in this theory?

4) All reasoning is done from some POINT OF VIEW. Your point of view, or perspective, can easily distort the way you see situations and issues. We often fail to consider viewpoints with which we disagree. Realize that one of the hallmarks of the critical thinker is a willingness to enter into any and every viewpoint, and then to change one's views when the evidence warrants a change. Questions to ask to check your point of view include:

How am I looking at this situation? Is there another way to look at it that I should consider?

Is my view the only reasonable view? What does my point of view ignore?

How do others (Chinese, Americans, Germans, Muslims, etc.) view this?

What is the viewpoint of the author of this information, story, lecture, etc.?

Am I having difficulty looking at this situation from a viewpoint with which I disagree?

Am I uncritically assuming that the point of view of the________(person, author, instructor, society, etc.) is justified?

Which of the possible viewpoints makes the most sense given the situation?

5) All reasoning is based on DATA, INFORMATION and EVIDENCE. Information includes the facts, data, evidence, or experiences we use to figure things out. It does not necessarily imply accuracy or correctness. Most people seek only information that supports what they already believe. Critical thinking requires intellectual integrity. Questions which target information include:

What information do I need to answer this question?

What data are relevant to this problem?

Is this information relevant to our purpose or goal?

On what information are you basing your comments?

How do we know this information (data, testimony) is accurate?

Have we left out any important information that we need to consider?

6) All reasoning is expressed through, and shaped by, CONCEPTS and IDEAS. Concepts are ideas, theories, laws, principles, or hypotheses we use in thinking to make sense of things. We often use concepts to manipulate people or to pursue personal interests. Use language with care, precision, and fairness. Questions about concepts include:

What idea, theory, principle, etc. am I using in my thinking? Is this idea causing problems for me or for others?

What idea is this author using in his or her thinking? Is there a problem with it?

What is the main hypothesis you are using in your reasoning?

Are you using this term in keeping with established usage?

What main distinctions should we draw in reasoning through this problem?

7) All reasoning contains INTERPRETATIONS by which we draw CONCLUSIONS and give meaning to data. Our conclusions are often distorted by our self-serving interests, which disengage our sense of justice. Make sure that conclusions are based on all the relevant information and that you haven't excluded information that does not support your preconceptions. Questions to ask about interpretation and conclusion include:

How should the data be interpreted?

What conclusions am I coming to?

Is my interpretation logical? Does it make sense?

Are there other conclusions I should consider?

How did you reach that conclusion?

Does the solution necessarily follow from the data?

What are you basing your reasoning on?

Is there an alternative plausible conclusion?

Given all the facts, what is the best possible conclusion?

8) All reasoning leads somewhere or has IMPLICATIONS and CONSEQUENCES. Implications are the things that might happen if you decide to do something. Consequences are the things that do happen when you act. Every action we take has implications. We should think through the possible and probable implications in a situation before acting. What's more, we should be aware that once we identify important implications of an act, we should also identify important implications of those implications—like concentric circles that radiate outward when a stone is dropped in a pond. Questions to ask about implications include:

If I decide to do________(action), what things might happen?

If I decide not to do________, what things might happen?

What are you implying when you say that?

What is likely to happen if we do this versus that?

How significant are the implications of this decision?

Develop a System of Inquiry17


Developing a system of inquiry will lead to the critical thinking skills necessary for analysis characteristics in your writing: questioning, reflective statements, and statements that point out alternative views. When you think critically, your writing takes on your own voice, your own stance. It becomes more engaged and vital; a reflection of your own thinking rather than a repetition of others' opinions. Following are suggestions to help develop critical thinking skills and write in a way that involves critical analysis:

* Write journals—When you read or research a topic, keep a personal journal of your responses to what you read. Here you can write summaries, make inferences, ask questions, challenge views, reflect on the opinions of others, and identify and consider the author's purpose, writing style and techniques.

* Observe details—In your reading and writing, even in conversation, develop an ability to observe and remember details: the names of characters in a novel, the clothes worn in a film, the author of a magazine article, the main points in a lecture, the appearance of everyday objects, and so on.

* Ask questions—In conversation, while reading books or articles, or when writing in your journal, ask questions. Interact with ideas. Become involved with your own education. As you read, or after, write questions that you would like answered, questions relating to the specific content of what you read or hear. More generally, when confronting information that you read or hear, ask:

—What do I need to know to fully understand this information?

—Where does this information come from? Is it a reliable source?

—What are the author's purpose and bias? What writing styles and techniques are used to present the information?

—What evidence is provided? Do I find the evidence convincing?

—How does this information fit with what I already know?

—What else do I need to ask?

*　Look for assumptions and bias—Writers often work to establish common ground with their readers. When you read, try to determine what that common ground is. What audience is the writer writing for? Is the writer presenting facts, or opinions? What does the writer assume that the reader already knows and believes? Do you accept the writer's assumptions?

* Understand other viewpoints and consider alternatives—If you read an argument that you disagree with, do not just reject it or write it off as ridiculous. Try to understand why the writer holds the opinion, what the writer's background is, and what audience the writer is writing for. Are there instances in which you would agree with the author's views? Such reflections can lead to concessive statements (those that yield to, grant, or acknowledge an opposing position) in your writing, such as "The author explains why he holds this view, and he does so convincingly for the small segment of the population he addresses. However, ..."

* Analyze and evaluate arguments—Analyze how writers present information. If they classify information, do the categories cover all the material? If they compare and contrast, is the approach valid and helpful? If they speculate about cause and effect, have they done a thorough job? Similarly, when you write, consider how you present information. To think and write critically, you also need to evaluate other writers' logic, watch for flaws in your own logic, and construct your arguments with care.

Reading and researching a topic, analyzing and thinking critically, and writing down your thoughts will help you discover a perspective and thesis that seem correct to you. Once you have established your perspective and thesis, use language that shows commitment to the point of view you have developed through your critical thinking. When you are trying to persuade readers to accept your point of view, avoid ambivalent and indecisive language such as maybe, perhaps, might, it could be, it could happen, it might seem, and it would appear. Aim for language that reflects accountability and commitment: as a result, consequently, of course, believe, need, demand, think, should, must. Use persuasive language, however, only after you have thoroughly researched your topic and found the evidence convincing.

【Exercises】

Consider the following topics. What questions would you ask to increase your understanding of the topic? Where would you go to get reliable information on each topic? What is your personal viewpoint and what are the views of others? Are they experts on the topic? Is their evidence convincing? How current is their evidence? What style of writing and techniques do they use in their writing? Is it persuasive? Does their evidence change your viewpoint?

1) Are computer video games addictive, and what effects do they have on children?

2) What are the effects of second-hand cigarette smoke, and what should society do?

3) Does expanding a country's economy negatively affect its environment? Does one have to be sacrificed for the other?

4) Are children who are placed in bilingual educational programs more successful in later years than those in monolingual education programs?

6. Have a Strong Thesis Statement18


（主题句写作）

A Thesis Statement is the main sentence, or implied theme, introduced in the Introduction section of an essay and referred to throughout the essay. It states the central idea of the essay. It also states the author's opinion on the subject and controls the organization of the essay.

A well-written Thesis Statement is made up of the following components:
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EXAMPLES:

1) Beijing's weather
 ...is hot and humid in the Summer
 .

　(SUBJECT+ASSERTION)

2) The death penalty
 ...is an excellent deterrent to crime
 .

　(SUBJECT+ASSERTION)

3) Current child abuse laws
 ...should be modified
 ...to mandate stricter punishments, support better communication within the community, and more clearly define children's rights.

　(SUBJECT+ASSERTION+DEVELOPMENT)

4) Because of its elimination of unpleasant and life-threatening side effects, acupuncture anesthesia
 ...should replace conventional anesthesia in most short-time operations
 .

　(DEVELOPMENT+SUBJECT+ASSERTION)

Notice from examples 1 and 2 that the DEVELOPMENT part is optional. It is not necessary, but can provide a clearer statement of what the essay is about. Also notice in example 4 that the sentence structure of a Thesis Statement can place the DEVELOPMENT part at the beginning of the sentence.

Steps to Writing a Strong Thesis Statement

1) State the topic (Subject) of your paper.

2) Give your opinion on the topic (Assertion).

3) If you wish, you may provide a qualifying statement to further develop your Thesis (Development)—give a reason for that opinion, a brief statement of evidence to justify your assertion. The Development part usually begins with a phrase starting with because, so, to, although, even though, while, etc.

The Thesis Statement Sets Limits on the Topic

The writer should keep the assignment requirements and essay length in mind when writing a Thesis Statement. You want to cover the topic without filling the essay with unnecessary information, or having too much information for a short essay. For example, consider writing three to five pages about your middle school years. Which Thesis Statement is best?

1) Middle school was a great time in my life.

2) The team's greatest trial was that we only had one football for the whole team to practice with.

3) Mrs. Palmer, my creative writing teacher, inspired me to write well.

You could write a book about number 1, but only a paragraph about number 2. Thesis Statement number 3 is narrow enough for a three to five page essay.

The Thesis Statement Indicates the Organization

The order of items in your Thesis Statement should be the order they appear in your essay. Here is an example of a Thesis Statement that helps structure the paper:

* Although the extreme weather of Kansas is often unbearable, I enjoy the rural setting and friendly people of my hometown.

The rest of the essay should follow the order outlined in the Thesis:

1) Kansas' unbearable weather

2) Two positive aspects of life in Kansas

a) rural setting

b) friendly people

This organization creates a sense of continuity through the essay. Remember to revise your Thesis Statement as your essay evolves with editing.

【Exercises】

Part 1—Identify the components of the following Thesis Statements:

1) Doctors deserve higher salaries because they have invested up to twelve years in medical training at tremendous financial costs.

2) Black beans are healthier than white rice because they contain more ingredients proven to fight against cancer, promote regularity, and increase bone mass. (Note: This Thesis Statement has two subjects, black beans and white rice, for a Compare and Contrast essay.)

3) Family rituals help a child develop a sense of belonging.

Part 2—Make the following Thesis Statements better by limiting the Subject, making the Assertion more specific, and the Development part more unified:

1) Many people believe that workers should have no right to strike.

2) The government owes an education to everyone who wants one.

3) Travel to foreign countries is educational.

4) Smiling can have an important role in communication.

5) A library's design needs to encourage students to study.

7. Select the Internal Structure of the Essay

（内在结构的选择）

A well-written exposition essay has a logical flow, or sequence, to the information being presented. This is done through the internal structure of the essay. All essays should have an Introduction, Development section, or body of the essay, and a Conclusion. The information in the Development section may be presented in one of several different ways depending on the purpose of the essay, the logical order in which the information is going to be presented, and the choice of writing type "building blocks" being used to clarify the essay's purpose. There are three steps to selecting the internal structure for an exposition essay:

1) Select the structure that best suits the purpose of the essay:

a) Compare and Contrast—To explain by looking at the difference between two or more similar subjects.

b) Cause and Effect—To explain by analyzing what is the cause of something that has happened, and what effect has or will follow as a result.

c) Division and Classification—To explain by looking at the organization of the subject; breaking the subject down and analyzing the pieces, or grouping by classification.

2) Select the logical order in which to present the information:

a) Point by Point

b) Subject by Subject

3) Select the writing type "building blocks" to clarify the purpose:

a) Definition

b) Description

c) Illustration

d) Narration

e) Persuasion

Once these selections have been made, the writer should begin to organize the information according to the internal structure selected:

Compare and Contrast19


We make comparisons in life everyday. For example, at a bookstore, a student may compare and contrast the similarities and differences between two dictionaries in order to decide which one to buy; or, at a shop, a shopkeeper may contrast two products to show the superiority of one to the other; or, at school, a teacher may explain the British Parliament by comparing it with China's People's Congress. When writing a compare and/or contrast exposition essay, the writer explains or clarifies one of the following three purposes:

* To show the reader the similarities and differences between two things to help the reader understand or evaluate them;

* To show the superiority of one thing by comparing it with another; or

* To present information about something unfamiliar by comparing it with something familiar.

For example, the following essay compares the similarities between the behavior of computers and women in order for the reader to better understand them:

Do you have a computer? Do you have a girlfriend or wife? If you have both of them, you will find that they have much in common.

When you have a girlfriend or a wife, no matter how nice she is, there will always be someone who seems nicer than she, but you still love her and believe she is the best. If you buy a computer, you can certainly find many others in the shop windows which are much more capable and run much faster. But, your own one is still the one you like most. Right?

If a girl is angry with you, she never tells you why; she just keeps silent. When computers refuse to work, they don't tell you the reason either. They just say, "Error!" You have to find out what is wrong all by yourself. Girls and computer, are both easy to get angry. And, it's always your fault.

Well, if you have a computer, don't complain too much. Take your medicine like a man, because she is a girl! (Computers Must Be Female by a university student.)

An exposition essay may deal entirely with similarities (comparisons) or with differences (contrasts). Compare and contrast often go together in an essay, perhaps with more emphasis on one than the other.

When using compare and/or contrast structure, the writer should keep in mind the following guidelines:

* Only items of the same general class should be compared. For example, there is hardly any sense in comparing or contrasting an animal with a mineral. Generally, comparisons are made between two seemingly different items, whereas contrasts are made between two seemingly similar items. Good compare and contrast writing tells the reader not the obvious but the significant similarities and differences which people may neglect or overlook.

* Compare and contrast writing should be supported by concrete evidence and relevant facts. Compare and contrast writing gains effectiveness and power from specific examples, or particular details brought into observation and analysis.

* Compare and contrast writing should make a point. When a writer compares or contrasts two items, he has a specific purpose in mind—one of the three purposes stated above.

* The information should be balanced. When comparing or contrasting two items, each item should be given equal treatment, either point-by-point, or subject-by-subject. (See section on Point by Point and Subject by Subject format, pages 62-64.)

Cause and Effect20


The internal structure for cause and effect should address the following two points:

* What is the cause of something that has happened?

* What effect will follow if something were to happen?

In other words, cause deals with the question "Why?" and effect deals with the question "What if?" In answering the first question the writer reasons from the effect(s) backward to the cause; and in answering the second, from cause forward to the effect(s).

Cause writing begins with an introduction which briefly describes the effect(s), and then details the cause(s), each of which is generally discussed in one paragraph.

For example:

(EFFECT) Popular music in the United States showed a definite change in the 1950s—a movement away from the big band sound that had appealed to those growing up in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. (CAUSES) Teenagers became more affluent and thus had the money to buy records by performers like Elvis Presley and Ray Charles. The black population finally had the money in the 1950s to support the singers and musicians they had preferred for years. A large proportion of the adult white population that had been poor during the Depression began to rebel against the sophisticated lyrics and sounds of the big band musicians. And, the new affluence of groups of people who had previously had little money to spend on entertainment paved the way for the emergence of gospel, blues, and rock music.21


Effect writing reverses the structure. It begins with an introduction describing the cause, and then details the effects.

For example:

(CAUSE) Excessive amounts of alcohol cause one to lose one's sense of responsibility, slow reaction time and seriously impair depth perception. (EFFECTS) The inebriated driver is unable to make quick logical decisions and is often responsible for accidents causing serious injuries or death. In addition, drunk drivers are dangerous. Drunk drivers pose a serious threat to themselves as well as to others.22


Sometimes an essay may contain both the causes and the effects. For example, when analyzing China's one-child policy, a writer may begin with the causes, explaining why the policy was adopted, and then discuss the effects of the policy.

When using cause and effect structure, the writer should keep in mind the following guidelines:

* Do not over-simplify causes. Most effects have more than one cause. For instance, a student's failure in an exam is often the result of a combination of causes: the student was not interested in the course and missed many lectures, was not attentive in class and took few notes, neglected to read some of the reference books assigned by the teacher, used a wrong method of study, returned late from a party the night before the exam and did not get much sleep, etc. If the student ascribes his failure to having gone to a party, he is over-simplifying the cause.

* Beware of mistakes in logic. For example, if a disease broke out soon after Mr. X became Minister of Public Health, we would not make the mistake in logic by saying that the epidemic broke out because Mr. X was made minister. Remember, sequence is not always causation.

* Distinguish between direct and indirect causes and effects, and between major and minor causes and effects. Since an effect may have several causes, and a cause several effects, it is important that an essay should not treat all causes and effects equally but give more space to major ones. When analyzing the causes of a war, historians often mention the immediate (direct) cause which touched off the war, but emphasize the remote (indirect) causes which they consider to be basic. For example, the direct cause of the American Civil War—the Confederacy's firing on Fort Sumter—was not as important as the basic underlying issues of secession and slavery.

Similarly, it may not be necessary to fully explore both the direct and indirect effects of an action or situation. Put emphasis on the more important one(s). The writer should also remember to stop at a place where his or her purpose has been fulfilled. It is not necessary to fully explore all possible and actual causes and effects.

* Do not omit important links in a chain of causes and effects. Very often an effect is brought about by a chain of causes, one leading to another. If the writer fails to mention an important part of the sequence, the reader may not be convinced. For example, if a doctor tells Patient X's relatives that Patient X died from a cold, the relatives may not be convinced unless the doctor also explains that the cold had resulted in pneumonia, which in turn brought about the fatal effect on Patient X's weak heart.

* Be objective and support the analysis with solid, factual evidence. A Chinese saying goes, "The benevolent see benevolence and the wise see wisdom." Different people have different views and perspectives. A writer will benefit from careful and objective examination of other people's conclusions, whether the writer accepts them or not.

* Organize the information either point by point or subject by subject. That is, keep information related to one point or subject together, and fully discuss that point before moving on to the next point. For example, do not mix effects in with causes. The reader will have difficulty differentiating between what is a cause and what is the effect.

Division and Classification23


Division and Classification are two ways of sorting things out. Division is used to deal with one thing. Its purpose is to separate the thing into parts. For example, a pair of glasses can be divided into the frame and the lens. Classification, on the other hand, is used to organize things that share certain qualities. Its purpose is to group things systematically. For example, courses in college can be classified into "elective" and "required/mandatory" courses, or into those taught in the native language and those offered in foreign languages. Division deals with the whole, classification with the parts. The whole is composed of parts, and parts make up the whole. Since the whole and the parts are closely related, division and classification often go together. Both are useful as organizational strategies in writing.

For example, the following paragraph uses Division as a means of organizing the phases of studying:

In my experience I find that studying can be divided into three phases—no matter what is being studied. In the first phase, you are very interested in the new subject. You are willing to study and everything about the subject is appealing and mysterious. But after exploring the subject for a considerable amount of time, the second phase comes along. The subject you've been learning seems a little boring, and sometimes you have the idea to give up. As difficulties appear, if you can handle them it will be exciting, but most of the time you confront failure; it's disappointing and upsetting, and you may think there's no hope in studying this subject. If you really do give up, everything is over. But if you can hold on, the situation will change. In the third phase, you have gained a thorough understanding of the subject, and you can find a genuine interest in it. Now you like the subject not because of your impulse, but because of the real value of it. (Phases of Study by a university student.)

When using division and/or classification as the internal structure of the essay, the writer should keep in mind the following guidelines:

* Choose an appropriate principle of division/classification suited to the purpose. Things are divided or classified according to the writer's purpose. For example, a body of students may be classified into male and female, or majors of natural sciences, social sciences, etc. If the writer's purpose is to show the difficulties Chinese students have in pronunciation, he or she may well classify them on the basis of the dialects they speak rather than their places of origin or the provinces they come from, because people speaking the same dialect tend to have similar inaccuracies in pronunciation.

Be sure that the division/classification is interesting and pertinent. A division of people according to their weight may be absurd unless the purpose is to discuss how different categories of people respond to a certain medicine of which the dosage depends on the person's weight.

* Apply the division/classification consistently and thoroughly, and avoid overlapping. The categories should be identified according to the same standard throughout. A body of people may be divided according to sex, race, nationality, occupation, interests, religious belief, family background, socioeconomic background, attitude towards work/marriage, etc. It would be faulty to categorize delegates at a conference into Europeans, Africans, Germans, Somalis, Chinese, and blacks, because the first two categories are based on geographical/regional distinction, and the last category, on race; whereas, the three categories in between, on nationality. Furthermore, there is overlapping of categories, since Somalis are Africans and blacks. Remember, one item can belong to only one category. It also would be faulty to say "At the conference were delegates from every continent of the world—Asia, Europe, Africa, North America, and South America," for one continent—Oceania—is left out. It is difficult, even impossible, to be thorough; and it is unnecessary to be all-inclusive.

* Organize the information point by point or subject by subject.

Once the writer has determined the internal structure according to the purpose, he or she then needs to determine the logical order in which the information will be presented.

Point by Point24


In the point by point order, the writer discusses each item/subject under each of the points the writer is making. For example, in a definition essay defining the abstract concept of "What is China?" the writer would discuss point by point the examples that lead the reader to the writer's definition; in a cause and effect essay, the writer would discuss point by point the effects of some event(s); and in narration writing, events would be presented point by point. In another instance, when comparing and/or contrasting two subjects, the writer would make a point and then discuss both subjects before moving on to the next point. For example, when writing about School X and School Y, the point by point order might look like this:

Ⅰ. Student Body

　A. School X

　B. School Y

Ⅱ. Teaching Staff

　A. School X

　B. School Y

Ⅲ. Library and other Facilities

　A. School X

　B. School Y

Ⅳ. Campus

　A. School X

　B. School Y

The point by point order is preferable in long essays where many aspects are discussed. It might be difficult for a reader to remember all of the details about one subject before receiving any information on the other subject(s).

Subject by Subject25


In the subject by subject order the writer discusses all of the various aspects of one subject before moving on to the next subject. For example, in a cause and effect essay, if several causes are discussed, the writer would state one cause and list all of the effects pertaining to that cause before moving on to the next cause and its list of effects. Or, if the essay is about classifications within several divisions, the writer would discuss all of the classifications of one division before moving on to the next division and its classifications. In a compare and contrast essay, such as a comparison between School X and School Y discussing the aspects of student body, teaching staff, library and other facilities, and campus, the order might look like this:

Ⅰ. School X

　A. Student Body

　B. Teaching Staff

　C. Library and other Facilities

　D. Campus

Ⅱ. School Y

　A. Student Body

　B. Teaching Staff

　C. Library and other Facilities

　D. Campus

The subject by subject order works best in short essays where few aspects are considered, or where the writer's interest is in the whole, rather than in detailed parts.

Whichever order is chosen, by organizing the information in a point by point or subject by subject manner the writer is able to create a detailed document outline. He or she can then assess how well the information fits within the planned essay, what areas may need more information, and what information can be taken out. Then, by following the document outline to write the essay, the reader will be assured of an easy to follow, logical flow to the final document.

8. Follow the Steps of the Writing Process

（写作的步骤）

Writing an essay is a process. It is best illustrated by the following Seven-step process triangle because the earliest steps take the largest amount of time. At the very least it is a seven-step process; however, it is more common for steps 5) and 6) to be repeated a number of times.

Points to Ponder Before Writing26


Academic Writing—Good academic writing should, above all, reflect clear thinking. It is an attempt to make observations and arguments in an intelligent and respectful manner, without unfounded assumptions and prejudiced opinions. Your goal is to create meaningful writing that logically and clearly argues a point.

Seven-step Process
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Getting Started—The first thing you need is something worth writing about. An interesting topic is the difference between an exciting paper and one that leaves the reader bored by the second paragraph. Pick something that is important to you and that is complex enough to incite several different opinions.

Limiting Yourself—An essay is not a book, so you need to decide how much you can cover in the allotted space. Some interesting and important aspects of your topic will of necessity be left out of your paper. Decide what is relevant to your argument and what is most important to you.

Developing the Thesis—As you move into the body of the paper, focus each paragraph on relevant and important aspects of your thesis. Carry the conversation from one argument to the next, focusing on the connections that exist between the topics you discuss. Keep your thesis in mind as you link previously discussed material to new ideas, connecting one aspect of the thesis to the next.

Internal Connections—Each paragraph must connect to the thesis and to the paragraph before it. The topic sentence outlines what the paragraph is about, and how that idea relates to the overall idea of the whole part. Paragraph transitions make individual paragraphs connect together in a logical and intelligent manner as ideas build off each other.

Summarizing—As your ideas evolve and move toward your final point, it becomes important to end the essay before you become stale and repetitious. The concluding paragraph(s) should briefly summarize the main points of the essay and give additional insights, specifically into the significance or application of the concepts you have developed and discussed. End on an interesting note, making your final words the most meaningful you have said in the entire paper.

Exposition Writing Format

A finished college essay should be typewritten on full-size paper, such as A4 or letter-size. The Title of the essay should be centered near the top of the paper. There should be at least one-inch margins on all sides. The text should be double-spaced. For the sake of space, this book shows writing examples in single-spaced format. Double-spaced format would look like this:





Double-spacing is created by leaving a blank line in between each line of text. The word processing feature on most computers has the ability to create double-spacing without actually putting a blank line in the text. That way you can type your drafts in single-space, allowing you to see more of the text on the screen at one time, and then change to double-spacing format when printing out the essay in final form.





Another important point in the format of exposition writing is the spacing around punctuation marks. Please make note of the following spacing requirements:

* There are no spaces before a period (.) and two spaces follow it.

* There are no spaces before a comma (,) and one space follows it.

* A hyphen (-) joins two words and has no space before or after it.

* A dash (—) sets off an important clause; it is made up of two hyphens and has a space before and after it.

* Punctuation marks go inside quotation marks. For example, Mary replied, "Let's go!"

* A comma (,) separates a quotation from the said clause (see examples 1, 2 and 3 below) unless a question mark (?) or exclamation point (!) is used in the quotation and the said clause follows the quotation (see examples 4 and 5 below). It is also important to note that the quotation does not end the sentence when followed by a said clause, so the said clause does not have a capitalized letter (see examples 1 and 5 below). Examples:

1) "Let's go," she said.

2) Mary replied, "Let's go!"

3) She asked, "Should we go?"

4) "Let's go!" Mary replied.

5) "Should we go?" she asked.

Proofreading

One of the best ways to correct spelling and grammatical errors in an essay is to type it on a computer and use the Spell-Check/Grammar-Check features of the computer. Watching for the red and green lines that signify errors and making the necessary corrections are the first steps to accurate writing. However, the computer may not catch all of the errors. Careful proofreading and critiquing are also necessary. The writer should watch for common writing errors as well as errors in writing type and document structure. Then, after all revisions have been made and reviewed, the writer should finalize the essay. A final essay has no editing marks on it.

Common Writing Errors

Following are some common writing errors that I have seen in my students' writing. By watching for these errors in your own writing, you will improve your essay writing:

1) If you are studying English as a second language, avoid thinking out your English writing in your native language and then trying to translate it into English—think it out in English.

2) Avoid apologies in your English writing, e.g., "This is just my opinion—a common, ordinary person." Culture influences writing as well as speaking. Therefore, when writing in English, follow English culture which says: Be confident in your writing. If an author intends for his/her writing to be read (and writing is intended to be read unless it is a personal diary), then the author should be diligent enough to write well—then no apology is needed.

3) Avoid ending your English writing essay with a question, e.g., "What do you think?" or "Don't you think so?" Questions begin a dialogue, prepare the reader for an answer, introduce a new thought or new information, etc. These are not the purposes of Conclusions. Answers should be given in the Conclusion—not questions. Therefore, put essay questions in the Introduction.

4) Try to use as few words as possible. For example, use the word "many" (one word) instead of "a lot of" (three words); use "humans" (one word) instead of "human beings" (two words). Be frugal and eliminate filler words—words that fill up space but don't really add to the meaning of the sentence. One common filler word is "always."

5) Make sure you use articles (the, a, an) to specify singular form, or add an "s" at the end of a word to show plural form.

① GENERAL RULE (there are exceptions):

With an article = singular (no "s" at the end of the word)

Without an article = plural (should have an "s" at the end of the word)

For example: He performed maintenance on the computer.

She is studying about computers.

② Some words are ALWAYS plural; therefore, an article is NOT used, and no s is added.

For example: nature (not "the nature" or "natures")

society (not "the society")

mankind (not "the mankind")

Complete the following sentences:

【Exercise】

It is important in our society to protect________.

　　(the nature / natures / nature
 )

He is majoring in________.

　　(computers
 / the computers / computer)

________should help keep the environment clean.

　　(The society / Everyone of the society / All of society
 )

Writers can ask four basic questions about a noun to decide whether to use an article (a, an, the); and, if so, which article to use:27



Question 1
 Is the noun a proper noun? A proper noun names a specific person, place, or thing and begins with a capital letter, such as Abraham Lincoln, China, Mercedes Benz.

Yes: With a singular proper noun, use no article. For example, Peking University, NOT the Peking University.

Exceptions that use the article the include proper nouns with of as a part of the title: the Museum of Modern Art, the Statute of Liberty; names of highways: the New Jersey Turnpike; names of buildings: the Eiffel Tower; hotels and museums: the Guggenheim Museum; countries named with a phrase: the United Kingdom; parts of the earth: the North Pole, the Mediterranean Sea, the Yangtze River, the Gobi Desert; and historical periods and events: the Cultural Revolution.

With plural proper nouns, use the; such as the Houston Rockets.

No: It is a common noun. Go to Question 2.


Question 2
 Does the common noun refer to a specific person, place, object, or idea that is known to both writer and reader because it is specifically known, such as the earth, the moon; or because it is previously mentioned in the text?

Yes: Use the.

No: The common noun is used nonspecifically. Go to Question 3.


Question 3
 Is the noun uncountable? A noun like information is uncountable: we cannot say one information, two informations, many informations, and so on.

Yes: Do not use a or an. Use no article for a generalization, or if the generalization is limited, use a singular quantity word such as some, a little, much.

No: The noun is countable and has singular and plural forms. Go to Question 4.


Question 4
 Is the noun singular or plural?

Singular: Use a or an. Use a before a consonant sound: a bird, a career, a step. Use an before a vowel sound: an apple, an egg, an honest man (exceptions: a house, a ukulele).

Plural: Use no article, or use a plural quantity word: some, a few, many, several.

As an example of using the four questions, consider the following sentence:

The motorcyclist I saw on the street was wearing__________black leather jacket
 .

①Is the underlined noun a proper noun? No.

②Does the common noun refer to a specific person, place, object, or idea that is specifically known to both writer and reader? No.

③ Is the noun uncountable? No.

④ Is the noun singular or plural? Singular. The word jacket begins with a consonant sound, so use a.

The motorcyclist I saw on the street was wearing a black leather jacket.

6) Remember to keep uncountable nouns singular:

Use furniture, equipment, much fruit, some information, math NOT furnitures, equipments, many fruits, informations, maths. Uncountable nouns have the following features:28


A number, plural word like these and those, or a plural quantity word, cannot be used before an uncountable noun. An uncountable noun has no plural form in the context of the sentence in which it appears:

—She gave me some information.

—NOT: She gave me several informations.

An uncountable noun is never used with a or an:

—My country has lovely scenery.

—NOT: My country has a lovely scenery.

An uncountable noun as a subject is used with a singular verb:

—That information is useful.

—NOT: That information are useful.

An uncountable noun is used either with no article for a generalization, with a singular word like this or that, with a singular quantity word or phrase (much, a little, a great deal of, a large amount of, less), or with a quantity word that can be singular as well as plural (some, any, no, a lot of):

—Information is useful. [no article]

—This information is very useful. [with singular word this]

—A little information goes a long way. [with singular quantity phrase]

—A lot of information is overwhelming. [with plural quantity phrase]

NOTE: Some common uncountable nouns name a mass: equipment, furniture, garbage, homework, information, jewelry, luggage, machinery, money, scenery, traffic, transportation, water, oil, pollution. Other uncountable nouns name abstract concepts: advice, courage, education, fun, happiness, health, honesty, knowledge, success; others name diseases: measles, influenza; games: checkers, tennis; and subjects of study: math, mathematics, physics, economics, history.

You can use an uncountable noun in a countable sense—that is, to indicate a quantity of it—by adding a word or phrase that indicates quantity, but the noun itself always remains singular:

—The room contained three pieces of furniture.

—The students researched two bits of information.

—His parents gave him many pieces of advice.

Some nouns can be countable in one context and uncountable in another:

—He loves chocolate. [All chocolate; applies to the mass: uncountable]

—She gave him a chocolate. [One piece of candy: countable]

7) Remember the rules for Adverb placement.29
 An adverb can be placed in various positions in a sentence, although the most common position is BEFORE the verb it modifies:

—She enthusiastically ate the cake.

Less common, yet acceptable, positions are at the beginning or end of the sentence:

—Enthusiastically, she ate the cake.

—She ate the cake enthusiastically.

Do NOT place an adverb between a verb and a short direct object:

—NOT: She ate enthusiastically the cake.

Put adverbs that show frequency (always, usually, frequently, often, sometimes, seldom, rarely, never) in one of four positions:

① Before the verb:

—They always arrive half an hour late.

② At the beginning of a sentence:

—Sometimes I just sit and daydream instead of writing.

③ After a form of be or any auxiliary verb (such as do, have, can, will, must):

—They are frequently late.

—She is seldom depressed.

—He has never lost a game.

④ At the end of the sentence:

—He goes to the movies frequently.

—Note: The word never should not be placed at the end of the sentence.

8) Remember to use subjunctive mood when the sentence is speculative:

—If I were you, I'd take his suggestion.

—NOT: If I was you, I'd take his suggestion.

9) Remember to use action verbs:

—Use active mood rather than passive mood:

—He read the book.

—NOT: The book was read by him.

—Use active rather than to be verbs:

—He works at the factory.

—NOT: He is a worker at the factory.

—Use an action word rather than a phrase to describe an action:

—She waddled up to the stand.

—NOT: She walked up to the stand the way a duck walks
 .

10) Watch for indistinct or incorrect punctuation:

—COMMAS (,) separate clauses.

—PERIODS (.) end sentences.

—The book, which was laying on the table, was a rare edition.

11) Watch for incorrect use of quotation marks and remember that punctuation usually goes inside the quote mark:

Use double quote marks ("like this") unless it's a quote within a quote; then use single quote marks ('like this') inside the quote:

—Washington stated, "My father once said, 'Son, never tell a lie,' which advice I have fervently followed."

Punctuation goes inside the quote marks:

—"... advice I have fervently followed."

—NOT: "... advice I have fervently followed".

—... 'Son, never tell a lie,' which advice...

—NOT: ...'Son, never tell a lie', which advice I...

12) Avoid using abbreviations and symbols in Formal and Standard writing:

—Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out.

—Numbers beginning a sentence, no matter how large, should be spelled out. (Try to write the sentence so the number isn't at the beginning.)

—Sth. (something) is not a common abbreviation in American English.

Critique Your Work

Good writing means rewriting—good writing seldom occurs in the first draft. Before finalizing an essay it is important to critique your work and have at least one other person critique it. The more times you review it, the better. And if you have planned your writing time well, letting the essay "rest" a day or two before critiquing it again will provide you an even more effective review.

In addition to watching for grammar errors and common writing errors, the writer should critique the essay based on overall document structure and on the "building blocks" writing types used. Some questions that should be asked are:

—Does the essay have a purpose?

—What type(s) of writing is used, and are the guidelines for that type of writing followed?

—Does the essay include all the essential elements of document structure? If not, mark where elements are missing.

—Does the Introduction have a strong lead-in—an important fact, quote or example to suggest the topic and purpose?

—Does the Introduction "funnel" the reader's attention down to a Thesis Statement, which states the topic and position/purpose?

—Does the Conclusion summarize without repeating (unless repetition serves an important purpose), restate the Thesis Statement, bring the essay to a close, and return to the Title, opening theme or introductory point?

—Is the organization of the essay clear, thorough and balanced? If not, mark where the organization is unclear or unbalanced.

—Are the paragraphs unified, coherent and well-developed? Do all of the sentences in each paragraph relate to the topic sentence of the paragraph? Are there awkward, misplaced or redundant sentences? If so, underline them.

—Does the writer use Practical writing style? Underline any abstract words or eloquent phrasing.

—Is the writer frugal with words, or are there words which could be eliminated? If so, put a line through the unnecessary words.

—Are there areas where you feel you want to know more, but the writer stopped too soon? If so, put an arrow (↓) at that point.

—Is the Title effective and "catchy" yet meaningful to the essay?

—Is the Thesis Statement clear and specific to the scope of the essay?

—Are sufficient examples provided to support the writer's point?

—By the end of the essay does the writer prove the Thesis Statement?

—Does the Conclusion summarize and wrap-up the document without introducing new information?

—Are references given for sources of copied information?

After these general questions are asked, the following questions should be asked depending on the "building blocks" writing types used:

* Definition writing

—Does the writer fully answer the question, "What is...?"

—Is the Definition believable? If not, what improvement could be made to make the Definition more believable and the information more effective?

—Does the writer explain his or her Definition in detail using other writing types such as Description or Illustration? For example, does the writer further develop the definition by creating a visual image, or using a metaphor?

* Description writing

—Is the writing about a person, place or thing? What is the one central theme?

—How effective are the descriptive words (adjectives) used? Could more sensory descriptions be used to help the reader see/feel/smell/hear/taste what the writer is describing?

—Is there coherence, or order, to the visual image? Can the reader's "eye" follow the writer's view of the scene?

* Illustration writing

—What are the examples demonstrating? What is the point?

—Are a sufficient number of specific, relevant examples used to make the point?

—Is there a clear and logical order to the examples used?

* Narration writing

—What is the series of events being presented? Are they in chronological order? If not, is the order clear and logical?

—If the Narration is a story, does it have a purpose? Is the ending or outcome meaningful to the story? Does the writer's purpose fit this outcome?

—Are characters and locations made clear early in the Narration writing? Are descriptive words and dialogue used to bring "life" to the characters?

—Is the Narration written in first-person or third-person? Is it consistent?

* Persuasion writing

—What is the arguable point? What is the writer's position? Is it made clear in the Thesis Statement?

—Does the writer present information about both sides of the argument?

—Are there sufficient facts and evidence presented, and logic used, to convince the reader of the writer's position? Is it believable and persuasive?

—Does the writer use active, strong words, and avoid using "I think" or "In my opinion..."?

After critiquing, the writer should go back through the essay, locating the edit marks and correcting the problem areas. Then a final, cleanly printed copy should be created to be turned in to the teacher. The final essay should be neatly written or typed, double-spaced, on full-size (A4 or letter-size) paper, without cross-outs or edit marks.

9. Follow Rules for Document Structure

（规范结构的原则）

There are two rules regarding Document Structure:

1) Make sure you have all of the components of good Document Structure (see Essential Components of Exposition Writing page 84.); and

2) Organize and write so the essay is circular in structure (see the next page), which means:

* Catch the reader's attention

* State the topic and your assertion

* Develop the topic through evidence and illustrations

* Clarify the purpose of the essay

* Analyze and interpret the information

* Summarize, and

* Return the reader to the opening theme or point of the essay.

Exposition writing should not be like a straight line—starting the reader at Point A and leaving him or her at Point B, wondering if there will be a Point C, etc.

From the Title to the Conclusion, each part of the Document Structure serves an important function in moving the reader through the essay. By writing in a circular structure, the reader has a clear understanding of what the essay is about, what its purpose is, and when it will end. The reader has a sense of completion on the subject. (See Essential Components of Exposition Writing, page 84, for details on writing each section of the Document Structure.)

【示意图】

DOCUMENT STRUCTURE

Not this:

[image: alt]


Instead, good exposition writing is circular, like this:

[image: alt]
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Part Ⅱ　Essential Components of Exposition Writing

（英语文章的基本要素）

1. A Meaningful Title1


（有意义的标题）

Yes, the title is an important part of an essay. An essay without a title is like a child without a name. Not only is the title important in giving a name to an essay, it also serves other important purposes:

* It catches the reader's attention.

* It gives readers their first impression of the essay.

* It makes the general topic of the essay known.

* It prepares the reader for what is to come.

* It helps the essay seem thoughtful and orchestrated.

A title can come from within the essay or not. Here are some guidelines for choosing a title for an exposition essay:

* Possible sources for a title

—A pertinent phrase from the essay

—An adaptable quotation from another source

—A variation of the thesis statement

—A relevant question addressed in the essay

* Other options

—Altering the punctuation and/or word order can give emphasis or add nuance to the meaning of the title. For example, if the topic of an essay is good manners, the writer might choose as a title:

* "Chivalry is Dead" (an idiomatic expression) or

* "Is Chivalry Dead?" or

* "Chivalry is Dead!"

* Use somewhat ambiguous words to allow for reader curiosity—The writer should choose a title that catches the reader's attention, but doesn't give away the full intent of the essay. For example, because television equipment is often referred to as a "television set," an essay about public television programming might have a title such as "The Social Set."

* Use alluring words that both challenge familiar beliefs and encourage curiosity—For example, the title "Education in America: A Stretch of the Imagination" encourages curiosity and may challenge familiar beliefs because the phrase "a stretch of the imagination" has two meanings: one positive and one negative. The first meaning implies that an education in America stretches the students' imagination—a positive thing. The second, however, has a negative meaning because the idiomatic expression "a stretch of the imagination" means something is unbelievable.

* Other considerations—A catchy title still must balance with the content of the essay. Because essays can change as they are reviewed and edited, remember to revise the title as the essay is revised so that in the end they still fit together. The writer must also consider the tone of the essay. If the essay is strictly informational, a humorous title might not be appropriate. Finally, the writer must also consider the readers' feelings. It is not appropriate to catch the readers' attention by offending them.

2. Document Structure

（规范的结构）

There are three sections to an essay: Introduction, Development and Conclusion. Each section serves an important purpose in moving the reader through the information presented by the writer. Depending on the length of the essay, the number of paragraphs in each section may increase; however, even a short essay should have at least one paragraph in each section. For simple essays (e.g., one page), a good rule to follow is:

The Three-Paragraph Rule

The essay should have a minimum of:

　　—One Introduction paragraph

　　—One Development paragraph

　　—One Conclusion paragraph

Standard short essays (2-3 pages) should have more paragraphs. A good rule to follow is:

The Five-Paragraph Rule

The essay should have a minimum of:

　　—One Introduction paragraph

　　—Three Development paragraphs

　　—One Conclusion paragraph

As long as there is at least one paragraph in each section, the actual number of paragraphs in each section many vary from the above rules. For example, a longer essay may have two or three Introduction paragraphs, eight or ten Development paragraphs and a few Conclusion paragraphs.

Each section of the document has its own purpose, elements, and suggestions for writing.

3. A Focused Introduction Section2


（如何开头）

Every essay must begin with an Introduction. And, the Introduction must be thorough enough to prepare the reader not just for the topic, but for the writer's intentions in writing about the topic. The purpose of the Introduction section is to:

* Catch the reader's attention

* Narrow the focus of the topic

* Present the writer's Thesis Statement; that is, the writer's assertion on the topic

* Set the overall tone of the essay

* Identify the scope, or limits, of the essay.

A good Introduction should have an Opener, a Lead-in, and a Thesis Statement. If the essay covers only a portion of the topic, then Scope may also be included to establish what the essay will and will not cover. The elements of an Introduction are:

* Opener—an interesting opening sentence or two that catches the reader's attention, setting up the topic for discussion.

* Lead-in—a few sentences that guide the reader from the broad, general topic to the narrow, relevant issue. The Leadin narrows the focus.

* Thesis Statement—a specific statement of the writer's position on the issue and provides the framework for the essay. The entire essay must focus on proving this point.

* Scope and Methods (optional)—states what the essay will/will not accomplish or discuss. If the essay is about an experiment or research project, then the methods being used to accomplish the project should also be discussed.

An Introduction example:

(The Opener) I am an American. I come from a heritage of Scandinavians and Anglo-Saxons that immigrated to the United States in the early 1600s. (The Lead-in) My ancestors were some of the first settlers in the early colonies of America as well as in the first settlements of the Westward Expansion. They were pioneers. Through their pioneer spirit they experienced the hardships and rewards of blazing new territories. In their blood flowed the determination to seek a better life. My ancestors, however, were not unique. Their lives represented the lives of typical Americans in their day. Likewise, (The Thesis Statement) my life reflects the life of a typical American of my generation. (Excerpt from Born in America by Diane Coffman, page 106.)

An Introduction example including Scope:

(The Opener) After our thorough and careful investigation into China's educational conditions, we find China has made great progress in improving its educational system to provide better education for its people. (The Thesis Statement) However, there are still some problems, one of which is that some remote areas are rather backward in education. (The Lead-in) To solve this educational problem, we propose taking a team of Peking University student volunteers to rural areas to help improve local education. We will bring our knowledge and facilities, such as books and computers, to these rural areas during the summer break.

(Scope) Because of limited funds, we must limit the area of our project. Therefore, we have chosen one rural area, Yan'an, to carry out our project. Although we can only give students lessons for at most one month, and our material equipment is limited, our project will arouse the local government and people's attention to improve education. (Excerpt from the Educational Aid and Social Survey Project Proposal written by a team of Peking University students.)

In this Introduction example including Scope, notice that the Thesis Statement comes before the Lead-in. In fact, the Thesis Statement can be the Opener, and even the Title of an essay, although it still needs to be stated in the Introduction. The Thesis Statement can occur anywhere in the Introduction as an actual sentence or just an implied one.

Suggestions for writing an Introduction:

* Once a topic has been selected, establish the Thesis Statement—this controls the purpose, organization and limitations of the essay.

* Start the Introduction with an interesting statement, fact or quote, e.g., an example or story that touches the reader's emotions, to encourage the reader to read the rest of the essay. The difference between boring writing and interesting writing is the amount of time the writer puts into thinking, planning, and writing from the heart.

* The most common problem with an Introduction is that it is too short. Remember to include an Opener, a Lead-In, and the Thesis Statement.

If the exposition essay is about a process, e.g., an experiment or research project, then the Introduction section needs to identify the steps being taken, the methods being used, etc.

4. A Thorough Development Section

（如何展开）

The Development section is the body of the essay. This is the section where the writer fully develops the content, or thesis, of the essay. This is where the writer's theories are proved, the examples are illustrated, the details are laid out. The purpose of the Development section is:

—To present the facts and evidence to support the writer's position

—To give examples to illustrate key point(s)

—To thoroughly analyze the topic and the writer's position

—To hold the reader's attention

—To accomplish the document's purpose

The elements of the Development section depend on the internal structure selected for the essay. (See Essential Techniques of Exposition Writing, section 7. Select the Internal Structure of the Essay, pages 52-64.) Briefly, the writer selects one of the following purpose structures:

* Compare and Contrast—compares two or more similar subjects

* Cause and Effect—discusses resulting effect(s) from cause(s)

* Division and Classification—divides the subject into smaller pieces or groups within a larger classification, and discusses them for greater understanding.

And one of the following order structures:

* Point by Point, or

* Subject by Subject.

Suggestions for writing the Development section:

* Once the Thesis Statement is established, use it to plan and organize the Development section.

* List the points and sub-points you plan to make. Does the list meet the purpose of the essay? Does the organization of points fit the internal structure selected?

* Research the topic. In addition to your own knowledge on the subject, use the library, interview experts, search the Internet, conduct a survey, etc. to find interesting facts and information on the topic. Look at both sides of the issue.

* Carefully write down on note cards the information found in researching the topic. Write down:

—A Subject heading on the top of the note card (for easy sorting)

—The actual information or quote

—The details of the source: author, title of the book or article, publishing company, year published, edition, volume number, page number, etc.

—Where you found the information: library, Internet, etc.

For example, a research note card might look like this:3


Sample research note card



Subject: Educational preparation for jobs

Reference: SPENER, David, "Transitional Bilingual Education and the Socialization of Immigrants," Harvard Educational Review
 58 (2), May 1988, pages 133-153.





Quote: (p.134) If we accept that the U.S. has an "opportunity structure" in which all jobs, high and low, must be filled by competent people, then it is clear that citizens have to know what the structure is. All the requirements for desirable and undesirable jobs must be taught within the family or school so that all the jobs will be filled and society will function. In addition, citizens must be taught what the differences are in the requirements for jobs offering high or low status.





Location: library, education section.







* Review the Thesis Statement. Does the information from the research support the Thesis Statement?

* Review again the list of points and sub-points you plan to make. Do you have sufficient information to support your points? Do you need to change your list? Do you need more research?

* Begin drafting the pieces of information, your analysis of the researched information, your examples, etc. Make sure you include your own analysis, thoughts and examples along with the researched information. An essay should not be just a compilation of quoted information from research.

* Cite any quoted information in a footnote or References List. (See section 6. A References List, page 97, on how to properly cite reference materials.)

* Review the draft. Make changes. Do more research, if needed.

5. A Summarizing Conclusion Section4


（如何结尾）

Every exposition essay must have a Conclusion. The essay must not just end, but must bring closure to the purpose for which the writer wrote the essay. The purpose of the Conclusion section is to:

—Summarize the essay's key points

—Restate the author's position/opinion (Thesis Statement)

—Establish that the writer's purpose has been accomplished

—Close; bring an end to the essay.

An effective Conclusion is essential to the success of the essay. Most readers will remember the last paragraph more than any other part of the essay. The Conclusion is the writer's last chance to convince the reader of the argument being made or to reemphasize the key point(s). In other words, it should briefly summarize the strong points of the argument or key points of the essay. But a conclusion is more than just a summary. It must grab the reader's attention just as the Title and Introduction must catch the reader's attention. And, it must lead the reader through the summarized key points to the close or ending, leaving the reader satisfied that the information presented clearly explained the topic and the writer's purpose. In this way, the reader knows the essay is ending and has a sense of completion on the topic.

The Elements of a Conclusion are:

* To briefly summarize the main points of the essay, and NOT introduce new information

* To recall the Thesis Statement and purpose of the essay, verifying that the purpose has been fulfilled

* To provide a sense of closure

* To return to the opening theme (optional).

An example of a good Conclusion:

The gray wolf, now listed as an endangered species, should be restored to the Yellowstone ecosystem (restatement of the Thesis Statement). Reestablishing the wolf would return an essential link in the biotic systems of the park. The concerns of ranchers and livestock growers on this issue are understandable, but the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Defenders of Wildlife are prepared to deal with them in a responsible and fair manner (summary of key points). Returning the wolves to Yellowstone is about more than saving the species; it is about changing our attitudes toward controlling nature and our willingness to share the earth with wildlife (closure).

If this example were from an essay entitled "Sharing the Earth with Wildlife" the last sentence of the conclusion would not only provide a sense of closure, but would also return the reader to the opening theme of the essay. This is an effective way to tie together the essay's Title, Introduction and Conclusion.

Suggestions for writing a Conclusion section:

* Do not introduce new information in the Conclusion. Any new information that comes out while drafting the Conclusion should be moved to the Development section.

* Do not pose new questions in the Conclusion. Most essay questions should be presented in the Introduction section.

* Try to do more than just mechanically restate what has already been said in the body of the essay.

* After drafting the Conclusion section, read the section and ask yourself "So what?" What was the purpose for writing the essay? Was the purpose fulfilled? If not, your Conclusion section needs more work.

Some tips to help take your conclusion beyond mere summary are:

* Take a break—if your mind is sluggish, your conclusion will probably be sluggish and boring.

* When you continue writing, reword your Thesis Statement and list the main points of your essay.

* Ask yourself: So why should the reader even care about this? If you can't answer this question, your conclusion needs more work.

* Make the conclusion fit the length of the essay. A short essay may need only a paragraph; a longer essay will need more than just a paragraph to avoid an abrupt conclusion.

Some suggestions for making the Conclusion section more interesting are:

* Suggest a course of action—What is it you want to happen, or that the reader should want to happen as a result of reading your essay?

Example:

The gray wolf, now listed as an endangered species, should be restored to the Yellowstone ecosystem. Reestablishing the wolf would return an essential link in the biotic systems of the park. The concerns of ranchers and livestock growers on this issue are understandable, but the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Defenders of Wildlife are prepared to deal with them in a responsible and fair manner. Returning the wolves to Yellowstone
 is about more than saving the species; it is about changing our attitudes toward controlling nature and our willingness to share the earth with wildlife.

*Provide a personal application—What have you personally experienced?

Example:

The superwoman image is a symbol of the corruption of feminist politics. It places emphasis on a false ideal of individual success. We are led to believe that if we play our cards right, we'll get to the top, but in the present system it won't work; there just isn't that much room up there
 . And in our class society, those at the top were probably more than halfway up to start with. The superwoman image ignores the reality of the average working woman or housewife. It elevates an elite of upper-class women executives. The media love it because it is glamorous and false. In the end, it threatens nothing in the system. In fact, all it does is give women like me
 a sense of inferiority.

* Indicate the relevance of the issue—Make clear why it's important to the reader.

Example:

The superwoman image is a symbol of the corruption of feminist politics. It places emphasis on a false ideal of individual success. We are led to believe that if we play our cards right, we'll get to the top, but in the present system it won't work; there just isn't that much room up there. And in our class society, those at the top were probably more than halfway up to start with. The superwoman image ignores the reality of the average working woman or housewife. It elevates an elite of upper-class women executives and essentially creates a chasm between classes of women, severely undermining the same cause it attempts to promote—the advancement of woman's position in society
 .

* Echo an idea from the Introduction section—Return the reader to the opening theme or Title of the essay.

6. A References List

（引文格式）

When drafting an essay, if other sources of information are used to generate ideas, state or summarize facts, give expert opinion, etc., a References List should be included at the bottom of the last page of the essay, or on a separate sheet of paper if there are more than five references.

Citing References

Unless the writer is an expert on the topic of the essay, he or she will probably research the topic and use facts, quotes, and excerpts written by other writers. Credit must be given to the other author(s) for the information used—even if the information isn't copied exactly as written. There are four ways to use resource information, all of which need to be cited:

* Direct Quotation—Copying the exact wording of the information.

* Paraphrase—Using your own words to state the information used.

* Summary—Taking a large amount of material and condensing it into a smaller amount.

* Translation—Taking information printed in another language.

Failing to give proper credit to other writers, when using their information, is known as Plagiarism and can result in serious consequences. To avoid Plagiarism, the writer should properly cite the author and location of the information used.

An example of Plagiarism:5


Actual text:

... He was seen as... the destroyer of the genteel tradition that had dominated popular American fiction... romance over the often ugly realities of life in modern... America. Certainly there was nothing genteel about Dreiser, either as man or novelist. He was the supreme poet of the squalid, a man who felt the terror, the pity, and the beauty underlying the American dream. ...

Plagiarized version:

There was nothing genteel about Dreiser, either as man or novelist. He was the supreme novelist. He was the supreme poet of the squalid; a man who felt the terror, the pity, and the beauty underlying the American dream.

Another plagiarized version:

Nothing was genteel about Dreiser as a man or as a novelist. He was the poet of the squalid and felt that terror, pity, and beauty lurked under the American dream.

An example of the correct usage of this information is:

By 1925 Dreiser's reputation was firmly established. The reading public viewed Dreiser as one of the main contributors to the downfall of the "genteel tradition" in American literature. Dreiser, "the supreme poet of the squalid," looked beneath the bright surface of American life and values and described the frightening and tragic elements, the "ugly realities," so often overlooked by other writers.
【1】



Instead of using a footnote, as shown above, another acceptable form of citation is a parenthetical citation at the end of the source paragraph, which refers to the detailed citation in a References List at the end of the essay. For example:

At the end of the paragraph:

... These figures represent an increase in the number of working mothers with children under the age of six from 2.3 million in 1960 to 7.1 million in 1988. Because of the significant increase in the number of mothers who work, there has been growing concern about the effects of maternal employment on children. (Baydar & Brooks-Gunn, 1991.)

Then, at the end of the essay, in a References List:

Baydar, N. & Brooks-Gunn, J. (1991), "Effects of Maternal Employment and Child-Care Arrangements on Preschoolers' Cognitive and Behavioral Outcomes: Evidence from the Children of the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth," Developmental Psychology, 27, pp. 932-945.

Whether footnotes or parenthetical citations are used, a References List should be provided at the bottom of the last page of the essay, or on a separate sheet of paper.

Types of References

With Internet access, many new forms of references are now available; however, Internet sources are not always reliable in the accuracy of the information or in the stability of the site. Therefore, a combination of resources should be used, such as libraries, periodicals, reference materials, interviews with experts, personally conducted research such as questionnaires or surveys, and reliable Internet sites such as web pages sponsored by universities, libraries, the United States Library of Congress, on-line magazines and journals, etc.

The citation format for Internet resources is different from printed resources. Following are some samples of different types of references:

1) Book reference:

Strunk, Jr., William and White, E.B., The Elements of Style, Third Edition (Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1979), p. 23.

2) Article reference:

Baydar, N. & Brooks-Gunn, J. (1991), "Effects of Maternal Employment and Child-Care Arrangements on Preschoolers' Cognitive and Behavioral Outcomes: Evidence from the Children of the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth," Developmental Psychology, 27, pp. 932-945.

3）《英语写作手册》（修订本）：丁往道、吴冰等编著，外语教学与研究出版社，1994年第2版。

4) Internet reference:

Hart, S. (1996), "Overtures to a New Discipline: Neuromusicology," 21st Century, 1.4, n. p. [no page numbering]; date of on-line publication: July, 1996; web page sponsor: Columbia University; date of access: 28 Oct. 1997; URL: http://www.columbia.edu/cu/21stC/issue-1.4/mbmmusic.html.

Notes（第二部分参考书目）

1. T. Santiago, Brigham Young University, China Teachers Program, The Title, 2000.

2. Ibid.

3. A. Raimes, Keys for Writers, Second Edition (Houghton Mifflin Co., 1999), page 79.

4. T. Santiago, Brigham Young University, China Teachers Program, The Conclusion, 2000.

5．《英语写作手册》（修订本）：丁往道、吴冰等编著，外语教学与研究出版社，1994年第2版。

注释


【1】
 R. Freedman, The Novel (New York: Newsweek Books, 1975), pp. 104-105.


Part Ⅲ　Writing Examples

（写作范例）

This section provides paragraph samples of the building blocks of good writing, and complete exposition essays using the building blocks and writing structures. I have made comments at the beginning of each student's writing example to help the reader identify key points in technique and structure.

1. Thoughts on Self

（自我篇）

The first writing assignment I give my students is to write a onepage Description essay about their self. Using the characteristics of Description writing, they are to write about one aspect of who they are; e.g., a trait, experience, etc. Quite often what I get back is a list of their life events, usually with very few descriptive, or sensory, words. A list of life events is Narration writing, not Description. Selecting one of those events and describing it using sensory words would make it Description writing. The following three writing examples illustrate this point: The first example is very poor Description writing. It is merely a list of life events. The second example is good Description writing. It takes one theme and describes it in a sensory way. The third example is a Description Narration essay—a list of events in life, each of which is described in a sensory way. Notice how it is "built" using Description writing.


First Example
 (very poor Description writing):

[No Title]

My name is Diane Marie Ralphs Coffman. I was born in San Pedro, California. I have one sister and one brother. My husband is Gordon Coffman and we have one daughter.

I graduated from National University in San Diego, California. I have worked for an international telecommunications company as a word processing supervisor and document editor, and as a systems analyst/trainer writing project plans, system user guides and procedure manuals. I was promoted to Member Technical Staff developing new business systems and writing software. But then I formed my own corporation and served as CEO for seven years. After I married my husband, I took a few years off from my busy business career and taught school instead. Then, for three years before my husband retired as an attorney in Washington, D. C., I worked as the Legal Administrator for a Washington, D. C. law firm just down the street from his office so we could ride to work together every day and also meet for lunch.

After he retired from his work as an attorney, we came to China to teach English, Writing, American Law, and Business Communications. We have been in China for three years and love it very much.

It does not seem to be a very exciting life for such an average person, don't you think?






Second Example
 (good Description writing):

Life's Lessons

I had a happy childhood. Growing up in a caring family with high family values, I enjoyed having parents who wanted to provide well for their children while teaching them the importance of hard work. I was expected to do chores around our house, sew many of my own clothes, and work at part-time jobs, typing or teaching piano, during my high school years. I learned to spend money wisely from my mother who shopped sales and clipped discount coupons.

When our family traveled on vacation, instead of staying in fancy hotels we often loaded up the family vehicle and camped along the way in campsites that cost only a few dollars per night. We slept on the ground in narrow sleeping bags that were never warm enough, in a tent that seemed to take hours to set up. We cooked our meals over a fire in the open air and hauled water in buckets to wash the pans and dishes. But those seemingly less-pleasant memories are intertwined with priceless memories of listening to nature's night sounds and watching shooting stars in the brilliant night sky.

One memorable summer we camped across the United States experiencing everything from the natural splendor of the Grand Canyon to the man-made power of the White House in Washington, D. C. The educational experience of those sites, however, pales in comparison with the priceless life's lessons of hard work and family values taught to me by my parents.






Third Example
 (a Description Narration essay):

Born in America (by Diane M. Coffman)

I am an American. I come from a heritage of Scandinavians and Anglo Saxons that immigrated to the United States in the early 1600s. My ancestors were some of the first settlers in the early colonies of America as well as in the first settlements of the Westward Expansion. They were pioneers. Through their pioneer spirit they experienced the hardships and rewards of blazing new territories. In their blood flowed the determination to seek a better life. My ancestors, however, were not unique. Their lives represented the lives of typical Americans in their day. Likewise, much of my life reflects the life of a typical American of my generation.

I am the second girl, and second child, born to my parents—a struggling young couple in the 1950's, full of love and eager to have a family. I came into this world on a hot, July Saturday afternoon in San Pedro, California, near Los Angeles, where my father worked as a California Highway Patrolman, my mother as a busy housewife. We were an average American family of two parents and three children, grandparents nearby whom we visited often, and an assortment of pets that touched our lives over the years from the usual cat and dog to a couple of chipmunks and a mother horse and her colt.

I had a happy childhood. Growing up in a caring family with high family values, I enjoyed having parents who wanted to provide well for their children while teaching them the importance of hard work. I was expected to do chores around our house, sew many of my own clothes, and work at part-time jobs, typing or teaching piano, during my high school years. I learned to spend money wisely from my mother who shopped sales and clipped discount coupons. When our family traveled on vacation, instead of staying in fancy hotels we often loaded up the family vehicle and camped along the way in campsites that cost only a few dollars per night. We slept on the ground in narrow sleeping bags that were never warm enough, in a tent that seemed to take hours to set up. We cooked our meals over a fire in the open air and hauled water in buckets to wash the pans and dishes. But those seemingly less-pleasant memories are intertwined with priceless memories of listening to nature's night sounds and watching shooting stars in the brilliant night sky. One memorable summer we camped across the United States experiencing everything from the natural splendor of the Grand Canyon to the man-made power of the White House in Washington, D. C. The educational experience of those sites, however, pales in comparison with the priceless life's lessons of hard work and family values taught to me by my parents.

Growing up in America during the 1950s and 1960s meant a time of change, of challenging authority, and a desire to unite together with peers—to belong to our own generation. Rebelling against parents and school was the thing to do in ways such as growing one's hair long if you were male or wearing your skirts really short if you were female. Being liked by one's peers was essential to a young person's life. Peer pressure ran high and depending on the values of your friends you could be pressured into doing almost anything from simple choices in music and fashion to life-altering choices of drugs or even crime. Those without inner convictions to steer their course through these treacherous waters were often swept away in a tide of degradation. Tragically, many promising young lives were irreparably shattered. Fortunately, I was brought up in a home with strict values. Because most of my friends had these same values, we were more observers than participants in this time of psychedelic drugs and free love.

Despite the dangers and tragedies, ours was still a young, carefree generation. We had our own styles of music and clothing—the more outlandish, the better! Our music evolved from the simple lyrics and three-chord progressions of early Rock 'n' Roll, to esoteric ideas such as living in a Yellow Submarine. Our clothing reflected these same colorful and bizarre ideas. We tie-dyed our shirts in bright colors and psychedelic patterns, wore bell-bottomed jeans with embroidered ribbon around the cuffs, and walked in big, clunky platform shoes.

We were a young, carefree generation during a serious time of war and conflict. Viet Nam was the fear factor for our generation. Every qualified male was required to participate in the draft and, depending upon your birth date, your draft number determined if you went to fight or not. Every year we held our breath and prayed that our loved ones' numbers would be too high to be called to serve. Because, unlike others who fled to Canada or went to jail for refusing to serve, our male friends and loved-ones believed if you were called, you served; it was an honor to serve your country. My cousin went to Viet Nam. He returned, but he was never the same.

In many ways I felt "sheltered." I never participated in a protest march or sit-in; I only observed on the television the conflicts that were taking place on campuses around America. I lived just two hours from Berkeley, home of many high-tension moments in protesting and civil unrest, but I never experienced these things first-hand. In many parts of America the Civil Rights movement was in full swing, but the high school I attended in California embraced the cultural diversity of the Blacks. We had Black History week and revered the black athletes who led our school to victory. We admired the large afro hairstyles and envied the dancing abilities of our black classmates. They were proud to show off their African heritage and we enjoyed watching them. I'm sure they too experienced the atrocities of racial bigotry; and yes, they were in their groups and we were in our groups, and I'm sure there were more than a few fights with racial undertones, but it never crossed my mind that they should be sent to another school, or not be allowed to play on the school's sports teams, or use the same bathrooms, or eat in the same cafeteria, or have the same opportunities in life.

Race, gender, even birth position in one's family, affects one's opportunities in life. As I mentioned, I am the second child. Actually, I'm the "middle" child. I have an older sister and a younger brother. Being the middle child has its disadvantages: I'm not the oldest and I'm not the youngest. Being the oldest child in an American family bestows certain privileges: the undivided attention of doting parents (at least until the next child comes along); being the namesake child, i.e., junior; being the "first" to do things such as driving and getting a car; and even having certain advantages of inheritance, such as taking over the family's business. Being the youngest child also has its advantages, such as acquiring the "hand-me-downs" of older siblings, and having parents that can now afford nicer toys than your older siblings had. Nevertheless, statistics show that being the middle child does have the advantage of being most likely to excel, probably because middle children compete for attention while growing up.

Growing up in America provided me with many opportunities for which I am grateful. And like my ancestors before me, the American pioneer spirit flows in my veins and I have a desire to blaze new territories beyond those borders. As a result, my husband and I have traveled to China to begin learning about a beautiful land rich in ancient history, and to experience life among a wonderfully kind and dedicated people. Blazing today's new territories means more than just exploring new lands; it also means opening one's eyes and mind to new ideas, cultures and perspectives, and leaving behind old stereotypes and prejudices. This is today's pioneer spirit, and it is flowing worldwide.





Oh, My Hair

(This is very good Description writing because it focuses on one characteristic and uses sensory words.)





"Black hair, black eyes and yellow skin" are the characteristics of being Chinese. But even though I am pure Chinese, instead of having black hair I have long, yellowish brown hair.

When I was a child, my hair made me different from other children. At first, I was very glad to have that kind of unique style. But when I noticed that my father, mother and brother all have very black hair, I became confused.

"Am I not the daughter of my parents?" I was besieged by this doubt.

In order to clear up the suspicion, I observed the hair of all my family members. Although I firmly believed that I was an exact member of my family, I still needed something to prove it. But, at last I failed. All members of my family had very black hair. I was sad to have that result, so I was not willing to accept it. I must get the real answer from my mother's mouth.

One day, on my way home from kindergarten, I decided to ask my mother.

"Mum, um, I want to know why, why is my hair so different from yours, father's and brother's?" I clutched mother's hand more firmly as if it would disappear at once.

Mother stopped, looked at me with a kind smile and said "I dyed it for you when you were still in my abdomen. It's the proof that you are my lovely daughter. Don't you like it?"

"Yeah! Yeah! I like it, I like it very much."

At that moment, I felt like a butterfly, flying freely in the air. All my doubts had flown away with the wind.

Nowadays, it's very popular for people to dye their hair into different colors, and my hair is not as special as before. But I'm still very proud of it, because it's the gift of nature. And what's more, it's the gift of my mother.





Basketball and Me

(This Description writing shows good use of an exclamation point for emphasis.)





You can't imagine how deeply I love basketball! My friends said I was crazy when they learned that I played basketball during the holidays from 2:30 p.m. until dark.

I enjoy the feeling of making progress. In the beginning, I didn't even know how to firmly handle a ball. But, I practiced hard and later proved to be a good player. I joined the basketball team of my class. In an important match, our team was one point behind in the last minute. I got a rebound, jumped up, and shot the ball. It went in and we won the game. I think it was the most wonderful moment of my life.

Whenever I am playing basketball, I find that I put all of my heart and soul into it. My body is no longer controlled by my mind, but driven by every cell of itself. So, I can completely enjoy playing and forget everything, even the existence of myself. That's really more than exciting. It is like what Michael Jordan says: "Just do it!" I think this is the spirit of basketball.





I Was a Mother

(This Description writing is very effective because it creates a clear visual image and uses dialogue to give life to the characters.)





"What's wrong with you?" asked Mum nervously.

Well, when a mother sees her 12-year-old daughter clutching her stomach and moving with difficultly to the kitchen, it was impossible for her to sit quietly.

"Shh... You'll wake up my baby!" I whispered and pointed to my big abdomen where there was a little tail sticking out from my clothes. That tail's owner—my dear little baby cat—was comfortably sleeping in my clothes at that time.

I was hungry and wanted to get something to eat. But I didn't want to disturb my baby's sleep. That's why Mum saw me do such a queer thing.

"You, this little mother," Mum could not help laughing, "Just keep on taking care of your baby!"

Yes, I was a mother—a mother of little cats. I've loved them since I saw these lovely creatures at first sight. Every time I am with my cats, I feel that I have the responsibility to look after them. I would really try my best to do as a mother does: feed them, make a comfortable bed for them, help them to take baths, play with them, etc.

Though I was still a little child, the cats must have regarded me as their trusted friend, maybe even mother as well. They liked to meet me at the gate when I came back from school, lay beside me when I was doing homework, and sleep in my arms when I was watching TV. It seemed that I played a great role in their lives, and they did the same for mine also.

When I was in Grade One in high school, something happened, which caused me to stop raising cats. At that time, we had just moved to a new house. Of course, we took our cat with us. I was busy with my school courses, so I didn't pay much attention to Heady—our old cat. He felt so lonely that he must have missed the old house and his girlfriend (she was our neighbor's cat when we lived in the old house). After living in the new environment for three days, Heady left. It struck me with great sorrow. I looked for him along the route from the old house to the new home, with little hope that I would meet him in the street. After looking up and down numerous times, I knew that I'd lost Heady. In the following days, I suffered from thoughts of Heady.

It was all my fault. If I had taken good care of him, he wouldn't have left. Since then, I haven't raised cats again. I'm afraid that if I failed to take good care of them, they'd leave me. I would not be a good mother.

However, my love for cats still remains strong. And I miss Heady very much. Whenever I meet a cat in the street, I can't help but stop and have a look or even play with it for a while. Then I'd think of Heady. How's he now? I hope he found his girlfriend.





I Like Rain

(This is one of my favorite examples of Description writing! The simple sentences, yet vivid descriptions, are as refreshing as the rain they describe.)





I like the smell of rain and the feeling it brings to me. I am very happy when it rains. Rain is refreshing. It clears away the dirt. I like to take a walk in the rain. Drop by drop, it falls on my umbrella. I am in high spirits. Along the path on our campus, I can breathe the fresh air, which is good for our health. The rain is a welcome sight. It makes everything new. The sky resumes its blue color after the rain; the leaves in the trees and the grass on the ground appear greener and the flowers seem brighter, too. I feel cool and I'm in a very good mood.





Underground Reading

(This Description essay has a title that catches the reader's attention. And, the use of dialogue is very effective. The writer's choice of adjectives and descriptive phrases are excellent, such as "shabby bookshop" and "very old books squatting in the gray dust." One phrase, which is not so effective, is "rains of blame would drown me piteously." It is eloquent and abstract, leaving the reader without a clear meaning, so it loses its effectiveness.)





"If I gave you only one thing to choose in this world, what would you pick out?" a friend once asked me.

"Books, of course," I answered without any hesitation.

Like many friends, I enjoy reading very much, especially interesting novels. But, for a time, I had to do my favorite reading secretly, afraid of being discovered. It was an interesting experience for a little child.

When I was in my junior middle school six years ago, I lived in my aunt's house. She was kind, yet very strict, so I was always a good boy and behaved myself before her. She told me to put all of my attention on study, neither watching much TV nor reading so-called useless novels. But, at the age of fourteen, I was thirsty to read as a hungry man needs bread.

One day on my way home a newly found bookshop jumped into my eyes, in a tiny quiet corner with an old shabby door half opened. "It's just what I am looking for," I said to myself with joy in every word. Since then it became my everyday place, and more and more books came to be digested in my spare time. And, of course, they were taken great care of; otherwise, rains of blame would drown me pitilessly. It was a miracle that I had managed to do this secret work so perfectly for two whole years.

Thanks to my strict aunt I managed to become excellent in class; thanks to the shabby bookshop and my "underground" reading I became interested in reading and enjoyed many books in those two years. It was indeed a simple small shop with only several hundred very old books squatting in the gray dust. However, that shabby place meant a lot to me. Starting from this "underground" base, I trudged a long way in reading.

Every time I think about that interesting period, I cannot help but laugh. I can never get such "underground" reading any more.





An Embarrassing Moment

(This writer uses Narration writing to explain the events leading up to an embarrassing moment. He uses good transition words and phrases to move the reader between events and to give meaning, such as "Then,..." [sequence] and "Finally,..." [sequence].)





I was thinking about an embarrassing thing that happened to me a few days ago. On that evening I went to see a film. When I got to the cinema, the film had already started and I found the only vacant seat left was in the middle of one of the rows. Half of the people in the row had to rise to let me pass, and I was embarrassed to cause so much trouble.

Then, when I was comfortably seated, I began to worry about whether I had locked my bicycle. If I hadn't, I would run the risk of losing it before the film was over. Finally, I couldn't stand it any longer. Even more embarrassed than before, I stood up and began to move in front of the people once again. When I came to the place where my bicycle was, I found that it was locked and that the key was safely in my wallet. All my worry had been for nothing. When I returned to the cinema, I felt I just couldn't bother the people again and decided to stand at the back of the cinema for the duration of the movie rather than ask the people to rise a third time.





We Are Dreamers

(Illustration and Persuasion writing are used here to explain why this writer believes students are dreamers.)





The Mid-Autumn Day festival has passed. I didn't wake up until 7:30 a.m. this morning. I seldom get up so late. I felt thirsty and remembered I had drunk a little beer last night. I had never drunk over two glasses of beer before last night. It was a bit exciting! However, I know I won't let myself have many such chances in the future.

My friend says if someone in his twenties doesn't do something absurd his life isn't complete. I don't agree with him. We're young, inexperienced and enthusiastic. We are dreamers. We're easy to make mistakes. But, it's not our right to err. I don't consider drinking a sin, but it is not good for students. We should know how to control ourselves. Since we are called civilized people, we should behave gracefully. Let what is past pass; tomorrow is a totally new day.





Thinking Out Loud

(This is Description Narration writing. Specific adjectives, transitions, dialogue and sentence emphasis are effectively used to tell this charming story.)





One day at noon I was eating my lunch in the dining hall in school. Our English teacher had advised us to spend 15 minutes each day thinking in English to improve our English language skills, and I had formed a habit to do so whenever I had time. So, while I was eating, I began this practice again.

Looking outside through the window glass, I caught sight of the light blue sky and thought, "Oh, what a lovely day! The cloudless sky is such a beautiful light blue, and the sun is shining brightly, casting its warm light upon everything. Birds are singing and flying carefree; if only I were one of them! And what wonderful weather for a picnic! If I could go out for a picnic with my friends I would be crazy with joy. We would climb to the top of Fragrance Hill and there, overlooking the beautiful scenery, breathing the fresh air with fragrant flowers, we would eat and sing and dance..."

Just at that moment, when I was totally involved in my fancy, a voice broke in on my thought. "Excuse me, I heard you speaking English, and I think your English is excellent."

Surprised, I turned my eyes from the blue sky to the voice, and found a foreigner sitting before me. She was a pretty girl with golden hair.

"Really? Thank you!" I said and smiled at her. And at the same time I said to myself, "My gosh! Unwittingly, I have been speaking out my thoughts in English!"





Could I Ever Kill Anyone?

(This brief paragraph demonstrates Persuasion writing. The writer presents poignant questions and then supports his belief with a quote from a highly regarded world figure—Mahatma Gandhi. Notice the punctuation used for the quotation and for the name of the Hollywood movie.)





Seeing the movie "Blackhawk Down" has made me think about a lot of things. Would I be brave enough to rescue a fellow soldier who is shot, when bullets are flying above our heads? Could I ever shoot or kill anyone? A lot of thoughts came to my mind, and because of this movie my belief that war and violence are not solutions to a problem has become even stronger. Usually a war breaks out due to differences in ideals, and this movie shows that violence and murder cannot change one's ideals. As the great Mahatma Gandhi said, "An eye for an eye only makes this world blind."





I Live to Live

(This writer uses Description and Illustration writing to explain himself. He effectively uses short sentences with longer ones. His statements about himself are illustrated well through his choice of examples.

He uses the phrase "in my eyes" in the sentence: "Life becomes meaningless in my eyes." I see the phrase "in my eyes" used a lot in my students' writing. I discourage using it. Although the phrase is grammatically correct and accurate, I recommend changing it to "to me." In this case, life becoming meaningless affects more than just the writer's eyes—it affects his whole being. Therefore, I recommend writing the sentence: "Life becomes meaningless to me."

Using the story of the fish stuck on the beach, and how the writer's life is like that fish, is an excellent use of Illustration writing.)





The weather is fair these days. I like it. In Beijing fine weather is rare. In the morning I like to greet my acquaintances with a big smile on my face. So, people who know me often say I'm an optimist. I don't know whether it is true. I know I cry when I grieve; I smile when I'm calm; I laugh when I'm happy. Sometimes I feel frustrated. Life becomes meaningless in my eyes. Everyone has their own objective in life. I have none. I live to live. Perhaps I should say I live for those who love me; therefore, it becomes my duty to live. I don't know who I am and what I want to do. I've no self.

I read a story about some fish that were stuck on the beach. A boy attempted to save them and return them to the sea. A man said to the boy, "It's useless to do that, for there are so many fish. You can't save every one. Besides, there are many fish stuck on the beach everyday. It's meaningless to do that." But the boy picked up a fish, saying to the man, "But this fish cares. It's meaningful for it to be saved."

The boy's words have lingered in my ears. I'm like the fish. Among the crowd, I'm small. But for my own part, I'm big, important and valuable. I need to love myself and make a happy life for myself. Granted, life is rough. But no matter. I weep or laugh; it won't change much. So, why not smile?





Day of the First Concert

(This is an excellent example of Description writing. The Opener sentence catches the reader's attention and sets the scene for the visual images and feelings to be described. As the writer describes his nervousness and how, suddenly, his mind goes blank, his heart pounds, etc., the reader can relate to the writer's experience. This "common ground" creates a bond between the reader and the writer.)





There were only five minutes left till the opening of the concert. We, a hardcore band called "Veronica," were waiting backstage, nervously peeking through the curtains, and watching people fill up the concert hall. I was so nervous at the sight of so many people that I had to check for the last time whether or not I still remembered the lyrics of the song we had practiced more than a hundred times. Suddenly, my mind went blank, I couldn't remember anything. My legs were shaking underneath my baggie pants, and my heart was pounding so hard, I was afraid the other members could even hear it. I couldn't tell them I had forgotten the lyrics of the song, it was right before the concert!

The concert started. We were up on stage and I was still nervous, having blanked out. The music started playing, a very familiar sound, and very exciting music. I could feel the adrenalin pumping through my body and I was no longer in a concert hall full of people, but in a playground I was most familiar with. My love for music made all my fears of being on stage go away. It was my playground, and I didn't need to care about what anyone thought of me. It was one of the most exciting experiences of my life.





Me and Football

(This writer uses Description and Narration writing to tell the events of his most unforgettable football match. The intensity of the match and the high spirits of the players are captured in the writer's vivid descriptions, such as "... he shot it into the embrace of the net. The score was 1 to 0! I suddenly became crazy. I ran wildly...")





Before the middle of this term, as a member of the Foreign Language Institute football team, I joined in the football games held by our university. The most unforgettable match was the semi-finals.

Since we are not professionals, the match was only eighty minutes long. Our opponents were from the Physical Education department and some from History. They were much stronger than we were. In that match, we could hardly do anything but defend. They pushed us hard, and we ran actively to disrupt their passing, and tried to keep them away from the penalty area. Near the end of the game, I was almost exhausted. When I was thinking "I cannot run anymore," my teammates got the ball and, with precision, passed it to the forward who was running towards the goal. Without hesitation, he shot it into the embrace of the net. The score was 1 to 0! I suddenly became crazy. I ran wildly after our forward, faster than the first minute I joined in the match. I have never experienced such sudden happiness. When my spirit was low, I thought we could not win. But just at that moment, we made it! I didn't know I had such passion. While running, I opened my mouth as large as I could and shouted aloud. We teammates hugged tightly and, acting so crazy, we just laughed. It was the best moment in my last school year.





My Beautiful Daughter

(This is an example of Description writing. The descriptions are somewhat abstract, such as "traditional," "ancient," "regulations" and "virtues," and should be explained. Why are the characteristics "traditional" or "ancient"? What "regulations" and "virtues"? I would also recommend omitting the apology at the end, and using the word "being" or "person" instead of "creature" because "creature" is more commonly used to refer to non-human living things.)





When someone asks me about my future, the first thought that comes to my mind is a very strong wish, and no one else can understand the reason why I wish it—even I can't throw light on it. My wish is to have a beautiful daughter.

I wish my daughter will have long, long shining black hair. So I won't cut her hair from the day she is born to the time when she can decide whether or not she will cut her long hair. I would like my daughter to turn out to be a traditional Chinese lady, who familiarizes herself with the traditional ideas, regulations and virtues of China. From inside and out, she will act like an ancient lady, a character which is rare today. So, I would cultivate her in the arts of poetry, music, painting of China; albeit I don't want to tire her out when she is young. I wish her to be clever and talented so she will never tire of learning about China's culture and history.

That is my imagination of a daughter. Maybe because I'm not pretty and talented, I turn my dream into a creature I may have someday.





An Extraordinary Dream

(This writer uses Description and Narration to tell the story of his extraordinary dream. The descriptive words "extraordinary" and "beautiful" are not as effective as "the sea was calm and quiet, the sky blue and clear, and the sun was warm and bright." The order and description of events are clear and logical. The dialogue quote at the end, signaling the end of the dream and the return to reality, is clever.)





I don't dream very often, but when I do, I always have unusual dreams. Last night I had an extraordinary dream. It was a very beautiful day and I was on a ship. The sea was calm and quiet, the sky blue and clear, and the sun was warm and bright. Suddenly, heavy clouds covered the sky. The sun disappeared, the wind began to blow, and the sea tossed the ship until it almost sank. At that moment, another ship appeared from out of the dense fog. It was a pirate ship with a black flag and a crew of armed pirates. They jumped onto our ship and the battle began. I was assailed by three pirates at once. Soon I was wounded and lay bleeding on the deck. Then, all of a sudden, a very beautiful girl appeared on the other ship. She gave some sharp commands, and all the pirates disappeared as well as their ship. Immediately the storm stopped and the sun came out again.

Just then I awoke and found that I was in my bed. The sun was shining and there was a ray of light on my face. "Oh, God, I'm late for the first class!"

2. Thoughts on Life

（生活篇）

My Bike, My Way

(This is a Narration and Illustration essay. The title is catchy and the writer opens with a definite opinion about life, making an analogy with riding a bicycle. He illustrates his story from personal experience as he remembers events from his childhood. The use of dialogue is very effective because it brings the characters to life. To improve this essay, the writer should avoid using the phrase "I think" and begin the essay with "Life is like riding a bicycle." Also notice that the writer switches between "first-person" (I/my) and "third-person" (he/his) in the second paragraph. This can be confusing to the reader. A more effective second paragraph is: "Imagine a boy, about five or six year's old, sitting on the beam of his father's bike, yelling and laughing. His father is an excellent rider because his work requires him to ride many miles to deliver hundreds of letters and newspapers. That image is my first memory of being on a bicycle.")





I think life is like riding a bicycle. Sometimes you should ride fast, and sometimes you should slow down; sometimes you need a friend riding beside you, and sometimes you need to ride alone.

My first impression of a bicycle is of a boy about five or six year's old sitting on the beam of his father's bike, yelling and laughing. His father is an excellent rider, because his work requires him to ride miles and miles to deliver hundreds of letters and newspapers.

I really enjoyed the time on my father's bike. He would tell me funny stories and explain what interested me on the side of the road. Even after I went to primary school at the age of six and got poor marks on exams, he would never blame, just encourage me all the way home.

I forgot when I first learned to ride a bike. I was just a small child and too short to sit on the saddle. Maybe I inherited my father's riding skill. And, as I grew, my skill improved. During the last vacation of my primary school, my mother showed me a small, broken bicycle and said: "If you like, ask your father to mend it, so you can ride it to junior middle school." I was extremely happy to hear that! From that moment on, neither would I borrow another boy's bike, nor secretly ride my mother's; I could own my bike and ride it my way.

Junior middle school came to be a new world for me. My body developed and my knowledge increased, so did my vanity. One day I said to my mother: "Mom, I have grown up and all my classmates have new bikes. Could you please buy me a new one?" She smiled. Then my father said: "I know you have grown up and your bicycle is too small, but I hope you will ride your mother's. She has more right than you to buy a new bike." Of course, I was very disappointed; but out of respect for my father, I agreed, which made my parents very satisfied.

When the time came for me to enter senior middle school, I grew to know my second bike as well as myself. There, my bicycle became a link for Meng and me to be great friends. We both liked riding great distances to wild places, where we talked about amazing physics matters, or drew watercolors. Once my bicycle chain broke at the half way point to our destination, and we had to walk back two hours for help. What an unforgettable experience!

The time in high school seemed to fly by. Soon after the entrance exam I came here—Peking University. Last term I wrote to Meng to tell him that my bike had been stolen. I was very unhappy to realize that the time I rode on it would never come back.

Then, my father's back was badly injured in an accident and he could not ride a bicycle anymore. He said I could use his old one. As I thought about it, an image came to my mind of a young child sitting on the beam of his father's bike, holding the handlebar, laughing and yelling. Then I said to my father: "Keep it safe at home, Dad. Now I prefer walking on campus!"





The Worm

(This Description essay is very effective in creating not only a visual image of a boy and a girl on a crowded bus, but also the feelings and emotion they feel as the girl "immediately let out a scream, tapping and shaking her hair and head,...." The effective use of dialogue, "Excuse me, miss, but I think there is a worm in your hair," perfectly shows the innocence of a young man not realizing that a young woman would panic at the thought of having a worm in her hair. It is written from the heart and demonstrates the human side in all of us.)





One Saturday morning, I went to my part-time job by bus. It was really very crowded in the bus—the most crowded you can imagine. I had no seat. I could hardly even turn or move standing there. Then, I noticed that beside me stood a girl.

I looked at her, in my usual way, from her feet to her face. She was a nice girl; full of vigor and vitality with black boots, light blue jeans and a green jacket. But, when I finally looked at her hair, I found something unusual. I tried hard to turn so as to clearly see what it was. Finally I managed it, receiving many wide-eyed looks from others. I was completely staring at her hair now, when she realized and turned, looking at me with questions and vigilance.

I wasn't in a hurry at all. I explained, "Excuse me, miss, but I think there is a worm in your hair." Upon hearing this she immediately let out a scream, tapping and shaking her hair and head; almost jumping up, only there wasn't enough room. Just at that time I suddenly realized, at last, and seeing clearly enough this time, that the thing in her hair which raised my attention and caused her to lose her self-possession was nothing else but a hairpin. I could not stand her being terrified by a "disembodied worm" found by me. But, I could not stand being called a mischievous or ignoble man either!

Like lightning a quick wit dawned on me. I said to her, as she was still shaking and tapping, "the worm has already fallen onto the floor. It is alright now." She stopped shaking and tapping and looked at me with thanks. I felt comfortable and sure. Anyway, she could not bend to examine the worm because there was no room for her to do so. I looked at her—her face was all red due to shaking and being terrified—and she was beautiful.





The Tour Guide

(This Narration story illustrates very well the problems that can occur in communicating in a foreign language. Once again, telling the story through dialogue is much more effective than just listing the events that occurred. This essay also demonstrates effective use of short sentences mixed with longer, complex sentences.)





It was on the morning of this year's National Day, which was the holiday we had been longing for. Two of my former classmates in high school arrived in Beijing. I volunteered to act as their tour guide and led them to the museum that day.

The museum attracts so many people, especially on holidays. It was crowded with tourists, with a good proportion of foreign visitors. "Look! There are two foreigners standing beside the door. They seem to have some trouble," one of my classmates said, pointing in the direction of the door. "Is it strange? You can find foreigners everywhere here in this museum." I saw an old couple there, but I did not find anything strange. "I know. But it seems that they need some help. Maybe they are lost. Let me see if I can be of any help. And, it's a good opportunity to test my English, too." With these words, she walked towards them.

"Excuse me, can I help you?" she asked politely and naturally. The couple looked a little surprised on hearing this. "Oh, yes. Could you tell me where the rest room is?" the old man asked smilingly. My classmate turned back to me, for she had never been here before. "Where is the place for resting?" she asked me in Chinese; "I haven't seen one here." I was not familiar with the geography of this museum either. But, all of a sudden, I realized what the old man actually meant and that my classmate had made a mistake. I stepped forward and responded directly to him, "please go down this passage and turn right, then walk some meters before you turn left. It is right in front of you." I had remembered passing a bathroom a moment ago. They thanked us and left.

She looked at me very puzzled. I explained to her, "He was asking the way to the bathroom, not a room for resting!" "Ah, I forgot that! What a terrible mistake I've made!" she blushed, "but this is a good experience. I have learned something from it after all." "A good lesson for me, too." I said, "Language is always connected with culture and other social backgrounds, which you can never neglect when speaking a foreign language."





Military Training

(Using Description and Illustration, this writer describes the experience of military training and likens the memory to the waves of a river and the monotony to the "clicking of a clock." The analogies are effective although word choice is weak. For example, waves aren't "naughty"; they may be "rough" or "tumultuous," but "naughty" refers to behavior of a living thing such as a child. The Conclusion is also weak in that the first sentence is vague: "The military training taught me a lot." However, the second sentence is outstanding: "I'll carefully put it away, like a precious book, and go over its enlightening texts from time to time.")





The river of one's memory isn't always smooth. There must be one or two naughty waves to break its dull tranquility. The military training at the beginning of this term is one of the waves that stirs my "river."

Life during military training was monotonous, just like the clicking of a clock. Every day we did the same thing as the day before: get up, do morning exercises, eat breakfast, have morning training, eat lunch, take a noontime snooze, have afternoon training, eat supper, do evening activities, go to sleep... In this boring monotone, our feeling of novelty completely disappeared in a matter of a few days. Everyday we just followed the regular steps of the army.

However, the military training is meaningful. It gave me one of the most important lessons in my life. In the training, I learned that in order to overcome difficulties, you must keep strong in mind. This is not only because I knew tears were useless in front of difficulties, but also because I recognized that if we couldn't overcome the paltry difficulties in the military training, how could we face greater ones in our future life?

In the training, I obtained a deeper understanding of "unity in strength." This motto was fully practiced in the army. Singing this song, we began our everyday training. During the training, everyone tried to do his/her best in order to keep the uniformity of the whole company.

In the training, I learned that "disciplines are steel." Everyone had to obey the steel-like disciplines without any conditions. This is necessary, not only in the army, but also in our work. Only if the collective has a fixed discipline, and everyone obeys it, can the collective release greater energy.

The military training taught me a lot. I'll carefully put it away, as a precious book, and go over its enlightening texts from time to time.





Being a Military Guard

(Description, Illustration. The example of the guard teasing drivers coming on to the military base is very human and effective. The reader immediately sympathizes and relates to the writer. Although the question at the end of the essay is effective, it is usually best to avoid ending with a question.)





The military training I took at the beginning of this semester may be the most unforgettable experience throughout my life.

Everyday we got up at 5:30 a. m. and trained until 11:30 a. m. From 15:00 in the afternoon, after we had finished our lunch break, we continued training until 18:00. Such life went on for twenty days with an average temperature of 34 degrees Celsius.

Although I still feel uncomfortable whenever that "hell-like" period comes into my mind, I really can't help missing some interesting and happy moments during those twenty days; for they were what I had never experienced, and will probably never experience again.

The most exciting thing I remember was to be the guard at the gate of our base. By being a guard, I could not only escape the tedious training, but also have the chance to have some fun. Standing uprightly at the gate, I indeed expected something special to happen, for who could bear the boring time under the sun? That's why whenever a car or truck came, I would stop it without hesitation and ask the driver as much as I could to make sure that he was not a thief. Actually, no thief appeared during the entire time, for who would come to burgle a military training camp with nothing but several hundred poor students?

Sometimes, however, the drivers would be really impatient. But, I wouldn't stop making fun of them. I would say, "I'm sorry, but you know this is my responsibility, so would you please tell me ...?" Imagine the angry look on the driver's face! In most cases, I would write down the characteristics of that poor driver on the Guard's Report and then write a "suspicious" beside it. After that, I dreamt of receiving an award for offering valuable information about an escaped thief.

When I remember this experience now, I really consider myself crazy at that time. But, isn't it reasonable for a boy to become a bit mad under a condition without TV, movies, and all the other entertainments, except playing jokes on innocent drivers?





My First Job

(Narration and Illustration writing are used here. Some corrections in word choice would improve the reader's understanding: "a small child" refers to a child small in size; a better word choice here would be "a youthful child" or "an immature" child. Another awkward phrase is "... I was caught by an ad..." A better choice would be "an ad caught my attention" or "I noticed an ad..." The next sentence mixes plural and singular forms: "They wanted some (plural) salesperson (singular)." A better sentence: "They wanted a salesperson." Another awkward sentence is: "Not a second to think about, I accepted the job." Not a second to think about what? A better sentence structure is: "Not a second to think about the offer, I accepted the job." Another sentence with awkward structure is: "When the day I stayed in Beijing alone without protection of my parents came, ..." A better structure is: "When the day came that I stayed in Beijing alone without protection of my parents, ...")





It is said that if you can support yourself, you are grown up. I thought I was grown up when I reached 18 years of age. But, I could not live independently. I still asked for money from my parents and spent it freely. Papa and Mama often said I was always a small child, never grown up. But, I was over 18 now; I was grown up in my body, but not my mind. When the day I stayed in Beijing alone without protection of my parents came, I felt helpless. The only way to get rid of such bitter feeling was to find a job and live independently.

A few days later, I was caught by an ad posted on the notice board. They wanted some salesperson. Immediately I dialed the phone number and had the interview. Just a few minutes' chat with the boss and I got the job. It was too easy! Yes, of course! It was only a small retail network established by a student in Peking University. My task was to sell roses from dorm to dorm during the week just before Valentine's Day. My boss said my payment was decided by the number of roses I sold. I could get three yuan for each flower I sold. It was profitable, wasn't it? Not a second to think about, I accepted the job.

However, it made me feel uneasy to sell flowers from dorm to dorm. It is hard for everyone to be a salesperson. You must have the nerve to assert yourself before all kinds of people. A few of them were polite and nice, but most were unkind and would shut the door in my face. Every time I nervously knocked at the door, nervously asked them to buy a rose, yet most of the time I was refused. It was a cold day. I walked from dorm to dorm and felt very tired. For the whole day I only sold three roses. I felt disheartened. With the payment of nine yuan, I felt ashamed of myself. I was only a child, a forever ungrown-up! I resigned the job just after I received my payment. When I was back at my dorm, I put the nine yuan into my favorite book. I wanted to keep it. It was my first salary, no matter how little it was.





Selling Roses

(Here is another Description Narration writing about the experience of selling roses on Valentine's Day. Let's look at the phrase "...world was bigger and more colorful than I had imagined." What does the writer mean by "more colorful" here? What does the world's color have to do with the challenging experience the writer had last Valentine's Day? Without explaining, the writer should leave this phrase out. It is more effective to use fewer words here: "... the world was bigger than I had imagined." Another awkward phrase is "...in the new atmosphere." The word "atmosphere" is most commonly used when referring to air or mood. Better word choices would be "... in my new surroundings" or "in the new environment"—referring to the physical area.)





Last Valentine's Day I had a very challenging experience. After I had entered Peking University, I realized the world was bigger and more colorful than I had imagined. I wanted to prove my ability in the new atmosphere. So, I found a part-time job. I was to sell roses on Valentine's Day. I didn't sell them in the street but went into college students' dormitories to promote the roses directly. I could get two yuan for every rose I sold. But, I wasn't aiming at money; I wanted to challenge myself.

As I walked through campus with a big bunch of roses in my arms, many people looked at me. I felt very embarrassed and walked as quickly as I could with my head drooped down.

I came into a dormitory building and stood in front of the door of a room, but without courage to knock on it. After I had thought about what I was going to say to my customer, I said to myself: "Take it easy. You are just selling a rose. It's easy. Be confident." So, I knocked on the door and stood there waiting for it to open, shy and nervous. A tall boy opened the door and asked, "What is it?" I still felt very bashful and said in a very low voice, "Valentine's Day is coming. Will you buy a rose for your girlfriend?" The boy took a look at me and then at the bunch of roses in my hand. I was so shy and nervous that I lowered my head to await his reply. "Oh, I haven't a girlfriend," he said. The answer was so simple that I had nothing more to say. The only thing I could say was, "Sorry for bothering you. Bye." And, then I left, disappointed.

I went to another few rooms, but still didn't sell a single rose. The excuses they gave were: "I haven't a girlfriend," "my girlfriend is at a place far away," or "your rose is too expensive." So, promoting was more difficult than I had imagined.

After a short break, I went on with my promoting. This time I chose graduate students as my customers, because they were old enough to have girlfriends and had the financial ability to afford the rose. I knocked on a door and a man opened it. After several trials, I was more confident. I said moderately, and with a smile on my face, "Good afternoon, sir. Today is Valentine's Day. Buy a rose for your girlfriend and I promise she will be very happy. ..." I also introduced him to the traits of the rose. Maybe my words moved him, maybe the beautiful roses attracted him, or maybe he happened to be in a good mood; anyhow, he decided to buy one, which made me happy. Holding the money in my hand, I realized that everything has its way. If you are steadfast, you will finally find it.

I sold a total of ten roses that day. Though not many, I felt happy and satisfied. It was a wonderful day of challenge.





Life Is Not Easy

(These Description and Illustration paragraphs are effective because they start out describing the scene in a cohesive manner: first the season—early spring; then the time of day—pre-dawn with long shadows; then the activity—walking beside a lake. A vivid picture is painted for the reader who can imagine walking alongside that lake with the writer. This essay also illustrates how fragile life is. Here the writer writes from her heart.)





The morning of early spring was cold and wet. The sun was not seen yet, but its light had cast long shadows of everything it touched. Walking on the bank of the lake, I felt very refreshed by the earthy-smelling air. At that moment, my attention was attracted by a weak, tender sound. It came from among the grass. I went over and searched carefully. My! A chick! It huddled up, trembling with its eyes closed. Its thin covering of feathers wetted by the dew stuck to its pink body.

Up there in the tree, I saw a nest. It must have fallen down from there. Piteous creature! There was no hope for returning it to its parents; it couldn't even hold up its head.

Although it was not a good idea to try to care for a chick, I picked it up and tucked it under my clothes. Back at my house, I took it out and dried it with the hairdryer. However, it didn't look any better. It kept opening its yellow beak, but I had nothing to feed it.

It died soon, before I had any idea of how to save it. It died in its infancy; died in the spring. Life is not easy. This is why it is so cherished by everything that possesses it.





My Experience as a Teacher

(These paragraphs use Description writing. The writer uses adjectives such as "cool but sweet," "overjoyed," "short" and "dark-skinned" to give the reader a sensory feeling of her experience. Some adjectives used here are less effective because they are abstract—words such as "lovely" and "different." These should be explained or more specific words used. The writer effectively uses Illustration writing to explain how "a child is a child" using the examples of the young students asking "a large number of questions," climbing up on the desk to attract attention, etc.)





Riding in the sunshine, breathing the cool but sweet air, anticipating the lovely faces of the children, I went to the Jingping Primary School and began my experience as a teacher. This experience is a bit different from others because it is my first time to work as a volunteer to help a group of pupils from very poor families. On entering the classroom I was overjoyed, for I had never expected that I would be welcomed in such a way: more than forty children standing up at the same time and uttering, even shouting out, their newly learned English words "Good morning, teacher!"

Nevertheless, a child is a child. Seeing their head teacher leave, the classroom was immediately filled with a totally different mood. A student from Peking University was undoubtedly a mystery to them. So, a large number of questions poured on me and I didn't know which one to answer first. Some mischievous students even climbed up on the desk to attract my attention. Some girls were so shy that they just sat back in their desks staring at me with a sparkle in their eyes. A short, dark-skinned boy, maybe the monitor, bashfully pushed a piece of chalk into my hand and quickly ran away. Then loud laughter came from some other students, and I, with this precious chalk in my hand, wrote my name on the blackboard: "My name is Remona, and I am your new English teacher."





A Valuable Lesson

(In this Illustration Persuasion essay the student convinces the reader that people should care more about other people. It is convincing because it is based on experience rather than just opinion. As a matter of fact, the writer's statements of opinion, i. e., "This, of course, is my personal view" and "I think," weaken the essay and should be omitted. It is also unnecessary to state what is obvious. The essay is about the lesson drawn from experience. Therefore, the sentence "So now, I would like to share that experience with you..." is unnecessary.)





In this world we should think more of other people than of ourselves. By so doing, our world will be full of happiness. This, of course, is my personal view. But it is a lesson I have drawn from one of my own experiences. So now, I would like to share that experience with you, my dear reader.

One day, on my way to school, I took a very crowded bus. When the bus got to the next stop, it picked up many more people. Among them was a very old man, whom I saw could hardly stand properly on such a crowded bus. But no one who was comfortably seated around him showed any intention of offering the old man a seat. Just then, a little girl stood up and smiled at the old man, inviting him to sit down in her seat. The old man patted the girl affectionately on the head and thanked her whole-heartedly. But, quite to my surprise, three young men on the bus began to laugh at the little girl, and the girl's mother also scolded her for her so-called silliness. The girl looked so puzzled and miserable that her face flushed. She almost cried. I felt very sympathetic towards her at that moment. So, I clapped my hands loudly for the little girl.

All the other people on the bus remained silent for a while, and then a big applause burst out. The little girl began to smile like an angel in spite of tears in her eyes, but the young men who had laughed at the girl, and the girl's mother, went red in the face. Now, I think, the little girl on the bus might not fully understand the value of what she did at the time; but, her action taught all the people around her a very good lesson. If all the people in the world would follow the little girl's example, and if everyone were ready to help others, our world would surely be much happier and more beautiful!





To Choose or to Give Up

(This essay uses Illustration and Persuasion to compare the concepts of choosing or giving up when faced with life's decisions. The Introduction paragraph is too vague—the reader must read on to learn what the writer is writing about. This could cause the reader to lose interest and not read on. Look at the number of times the writer uses the words "thing" or "something" in the first two paragraphs—eight times. Not only is the word "thing" vague and abstract, but it is overused here. The example given—the boy stepping on the man's foot—is excellent and should start the essay. An essay should immediately catch the reader's attention. The last paragraph is excellent; however, the phrase "I believe" should be omitted.)





Every day we make choices in our lives. Life's choices require us to choose one thing and give up something else. Every time we choose one thing, we may gain something from it; but at the same time, we have to give up other things and lose something. Life only lets us choose one.

Think of two completely different things at the same time. For example, try to think how to write your essay and what you would like to eat this afternoon. You will find it is very hard to do. When we focus our minds on one thing, we have difficulty thinking about other things. So, we must make better choices.

One recent experience moved me and helped me think a lot on this subject. Early this morning, when the day was breaking, students living far away from the university stood in lines waiting for the bus. The lines changed into three big swarms when the bus came. At that moment, a boy carelessly stepped on a man's foot. The man immediately flew into a fury, and scratched the boy's hair, shouted loudly and was almost about to beat him. But the boy stood still and remained silent. All the on-lookers were irritated by the violent behavior of the man, and said that what the boy had done wasn't done intentionally. With so many angry eyes on him, the man became embarrassed and went away. I was moved by the boy's action. He chose to be quiet and calm when he faced such a rude man. He gained everyone's heart. His calmness made everyone think that he was right.

Of course, when we choose one thing, we have to give up another. The boy chose to stay calm; but he had to forget about saving face in a big crowd. However, if he chose to be angry and quarrel with the man, the result would have been terrible. The boy chose to stay calm and keep quiet because of his personality. He believed he had stepped on the other's foot. It was his mistake. He set a high standard for himself. I think he is brave for facing up to it. He wanted to pay sufferance to gain the experience. I think this is very helpful for all of us.

I am also reminded of something a teacher once told me. He said every morning when he wakes up he asks himself: "What will I choose? To be in a good mood, or not?" Every time, he chose to be in a good mood. So, he always appeared to be happy.

I believe if we choose to face problems and difficulties in a good mood, face them bravely, think in an optimistic way, and give up other useless pressures, we will find that life's choices can become easy and simple.





Fishing Is Good Training

(This is Description Narration writing. The descriptive words are vivid and sensory.)





After the washing of the rain, the sky looked bluer, just as the color of the sea; so much so that we could hardly distinguish between them. Jianbao, my cousin, told me that it was a day for fishing.

There were many jagged rocks by the seashore. We chose a big flat one to be our base for fishing. Jianbao mixed all of the fishmonger and taught me how to put it on the barb. After all these preparations were finished, my first seashore fishing experience began.

Our fishing tools were very simple: one fishhook with fishmonger and one plastic thread with a buoy. But, these simple tools gave us lots of fun. It was my first time to fish with no fishing rod. It required total concentration on the motion of the slim thread, even though it was very slight. I silently stood on the rock, holding the plastic thread. The soft sea breeze kissed my face; I drew in a breath of the salty and humid air. It was so comfortable. If only time could rest on that moment!

Suddenly, I felt the thread tighten. My nerve's tightened with the thread. "It's coming!" I cried, and pulled back the thread at once. The barb flew out from the water. "You're really a pepperbox," Jianbao laughed, "you should wait until the buoy sinks completely into the water." Looking at the empty barb swinging in the air, I laughed, too. "Next time, you won't be so lucky!"

I added some fishmonger to the hook and threw it back into the water. The wind blew; the waves crested; the thread swayed loosely and I stood patiently. "Ha, ha—the third one!" Jianbao swung his fish in front of me again. "Oh, when will my fish come?" I murmured. Just at that moment, the thread trembled. "You came at last!" I stared at the buoy. It was still floating on the water. I must have just made a mistake. It's only the wind. A ghost of despair rose from my heart. "It's OK, there's lots of time." I encouraged myself.

The thread waved again. Is that the wind again? No. The thread is straight. It's a fish! I refrained from the urge of pulling the thread. I knew I had to wait. The buoy began to sink, bit by bit. I could feel the thread was tight for a while, then loose, and then tight again. The fish was eating the fishmonger. The red-and-white buoy became smaller and smaller. Then it disappeared. It's time. I vigorously dragged it back. A lively little fish sprang out with the fishhook. "I got it! I got it!" I shouted. It was a beautiful fish. Black and yellow stripes danced on its back. How lovely it is! I put it into a glass bottle. "You won't be alone, I'll find another to keep you company." After that first successful experience, I became proficient in fishing. The colorful fish came to my bottle, one by one.

The time went by and before we knew it, it was time to go home. We were reluctant to part with the seashore.

Many people say fishing isn't an activity for the youth. I believe it is. Usually young people are impetuous and impatient. These characteristics cause youth to get into trouble. But fishing is a good way to train our patience. I have fallen in love with this activity.





How the World Began:

A Comparison between Greek and Chinese Myths

(This is a Compare/Contrast essay, in Point by Point structure, using Illustration writing to strengthen the points being made. The writer successfully accomplishes her Thesis Statement; that is, on the point of how the world began, Greek and Chinese myths have many differences and similarities. We learn more about each of these subjects by comparing their differences and similarities. A few minor corrections would improve this well-written essay: The opening sentence is great—it catches the reader's attention. However, it needs to be expanded, possibly posing a more specific question, e. g., "Were Gods involved?" or "Is it a coincidence that many early civilizations formed similar opinions?" or "Did organization come from chaos without any intervention? The answers to these questions have plagued mankind since the beginning of time." Secondly, the next sentence begins with "There is..." A more effective sentence structure puts the subject first: "An explanation is given in almost every nation's mythology ...")





How did the world begin? There is an explanation in almost every nation's mythology, each with its own idea. On this point, Greek and Chinese myths have many differences and similarities.

The most obvious difference lies in the characters. In Greek mythology, the world begins with only one god (Chaos), but gradually more and more come into being. All the gods and goddesses, who are "anthropomorphic," form a big family. They are closely related and each member has his or her own duty. But in Chinese mythology, things are quite different. Fewer gods and goddesses are involved in the creation of the world, and of the most important figures there are only two: Pango and Nuwa. They have neither definite relationships nor clear distributions of duties. What's more, gods and goddesses in Chinese mythology are so perfect in every aspect that compared with their Greek counterparts, they are less human-like in personalities.

Another difference is in the plots. Under the influence of an epic tradition, Greek mythology has a well-developed plot. When talking about the beginning of the world, a series of complicated events are presented, such as the marriage of Gaea and Uranus, the fight between Kronus and his children, and the rebellion of the Titans. Each event is complete with clear-cut beginning, middle and ending parts. Chinese mythology is much simpler. The only event is that Pango separates the sky from the earth and, after his death, every part of his body changes into some form of natural scenery. In fact, the whole story is much like a report on the process of an experiment, if all the beautiful imaginations are removed.

Because of these contrasts, the styles of Greek and Chinese mythology are considerably different. The former is elaborate and dramatic, revealing a marvelous and exciting beginning of the world. The latter, however, is simple and plain, emphasizing the harmony of the universe. But this difference does not mean that Chinese mythology is lacking in power; as a matter of fact, it is this simplicity that conveys the majestic power that evokes people's awe and respect for nature.

The different ideas about the beginning of the world reflect the different characteristics of the two cultures. The Greek culture, as its mythology shows, is representative of bravery, liveliness and extroversion. While Chinese mythology presents a culture that is moderate, tranquil and introverted.

But the two mythologies are not totally different. We can still discover some similarities between them. For example, in both mythologies the world in the beginning was chaos and darkness; it was the gods and goddesses who improved the universe, gave it light and set order for the world. In addition, the two mythologies have the same belief that humans were made out of clay and water. Obviously, the originators of both mythologies bear an intimate feeling towards the earth, where they believe everything comes from and will finally return to.

Although these similarities are not as impressive as the differences, they at least prove that all humans, no matter what type of civilization they have developed from or how far they are from each other, still have something in common: Though we have different opinions about its beginning, we still live in the same world, after all.

3. Thoughts on College Life

（大学篇）

My Busy Monday

(This is a Description Narration essay. The student describes the events of her busy Monday. The Title is informative and the Conclusion, although not a summary, is very clever. By referring to the act of unfolding her diary book and beginning to write, she implies that she is going to summarize her day; however, she is interrupted by the clock striking twelve—ending her day and her essay. The Introduction needs to be expanded because a question comes to mind—of which campus? The writer shouldn't assume the reader will know what the writer means. The adjectives used to describe the student and her day are excellent and well chosen.)





Unfortunately, all the sophomores have to live off campus this semester, I am no exception. Now the terribly long distance is causing much trouble, especially traffic problems.

But, with the firm belief that "the early bird catches the worm," I decide to rise early to catch the first bus. As early as seven o'clock, I have been standing in the line for almost twenty minutes. When I become impatient, even crazy, the bus unhurriedly comes from far away. Wow, the crowd rushes to the door at full tilt! Without a moment's hesitation, I squeeze abroad the bus, which is full of people. I stand with a long face all the way. As soon as the bus stops, I quickly jump down, and take a deep breath of the fresh air outside. Now, Monday in school begins.

My schedule shows that the whole day is occupied. What's more, the sites for the classes are different; therefore, with my bike, I step up my pace to run here and there, with no time to breathe. Worse still, for having burned the midnight oil the night before, in classes, my head throbs from concentrating on the books. What is really unbelievable is that at noonday, pressed for time, I wolf down my food in only ten minutes.

Thank goodness, classes are finally over! Now I will give you a self-portrait of myself: a tired face with gloomy light, a troubled frown, worried eyes, messy hair with no shape, new white shirt studded with several dots of ink, and slightly bowed legs because my bag is now even heavier, like tons of stone. In addition, dozens of new textbooks, which the teachers require, are stacked up before my breast.

In the lamplight, I have finally finished my homework. I unfold my diary book, beginning with the line "I am worn out..."

"Bong, bong, bong..." the clock is striking twelve. Here comes Tuesday!





Tea-Pickled Eggs

(From this Description Narration essay I learned more about the student's culture, sense of humor and relationship with his classmates. It is a charming essay. The use of dialogue makes the characters come to life and descriptive words such as "door's hinges creaked" create a visual image that helps the reader follow the action and events taking place.)





As the winter is coming, students who stay up deep into the night often feel cold and hungry. The grocery outside closes at a quarter to 11:00 every evening, when my industrious roommates are just beginning to study. Some men, who are shrewd enough to discover our routine of life, appear in the lobby at the most lucrative time yelling "eggs, eggs" and passing from floor to floor, from building to building.

My classmates do not all live together. Two of them live next door with four students from the French Department. The taller and more active one of the two, Yue, is very familiar with the man who always comes to sell tea-pickled eggs in our dormitory building late at night.

One night, Feng, the leader of our dormitory, wanted to play a trick on Yue. Looking at his watch, it was nearly 11 o'clock. Stepping just outside of our room he gave us a sly smile. As he approached the next door he constricted his throat, imitating the seller's voice, yelling out "eggs, eggs." "Wait a minute! I want to buy one." The shout came out of the next door. The sound of slippers immediately followed. But Feng had already darted back and was leaning against the door, peeping from behind it, full of joy. We looked at each other, waiting to see what would happen next. Some time later, the next door's hinges creaked, indicating that our confused friend had gone back into his room.

We set to raising comments on how it was that Yue did not recognize Feng's voice and had confused it with the seller's. But as we were doing so, Feng repeated the same trick again, captivating our attention even more as to whether or not our friend would be tricked a second time. Sure enough, the poor fellow once more meddled into the lobby, no doubt with a question beginning to emerge in his mind—"What on earth is happening?"

Shortly after he thumped back into his room the second time, we burst into even bigger laughter. A roommate, who is rather strange and fond of laughing without control, plunged himself into bed, laughing with the bed shivering from the impulse. We were laughing so rudely that some of us nearly burst into tears. But Feng was determined to try a third time. We gradually calmed down, to see the same trick repeated again. But this time things changed.

It was because we were laughing so loudly that we were heard by Yue. As we sat trying to hold in our laughter, waiting to see the ridiculous scene again, our door was suddenly kicked open and Yue came in straight toward Feng. He pounced on him with all his weight and beat his back-side fiercely, pretending to be quite furious. Again, the rest of us laughed heartily on seeing the trick was discovered.

When I was about to go to bed, I went to the washroom to brush my teeth and wash my face. I heard two students talking about the tea-pickled eggs. "I heard the man three times today. I then discovered at last the former two times were fake." "I had thought that he came so many times because today's business was bad," one boy said. "Oh, I see, it was actually like that. I too regarded all three times as true," another responded.

It felt so strange to hear this dialogue. How could they not know that all three times were frauds!





Homework

(This Illustration paragraph gives a detailed example of one student's struggle with homework. It is an excellent example of detail, emphasis, and the combination of short and long sentences.)





It is Sunday night now. It is time for me to get back to my desk and write my homework. It is due tomorrow. I usually keep putting off doing the homework until Sunday afternoon. Then, when I sit down to begin, I simply can't. I get up to get some paper, then I jump up again to get a drink of water, and then to go to the bathroom. After several hours of getting nowhere, I go and get supper. Then I drag myself back to my desk. I can't delay any longer. I have to finish it as soon as possible. It's going to be a long, trying night!





University Infirmary

(This charming Illustration paragraph shows the humorous side of the struggles of staying healthy in the stressful situation of college life.)





During October, I developed a sore throat and a stomachache, so I went to the university infirmary, where a doctor determined that I had contracted the "flu of the week." Instead of prescribing medication, he advised: "Eat three square meals a day, especially breakfast, get plenty of sleep and don't drink cold water."

When I relayed this to my roommate, he asked in astonishment, "Doesn't the doctor realize you're in college?"





White Darkness

(This inductive Definition paragraph uses Description writing to give meaning to the definition of "white darkness.")





One day I came back to my dormitory alone. The electricity happened to be cut off. I had to climb nine floors to get to my dorm room. The corridor was so dark that I couldn't see anything. I explored by moving little step by little step. I didn't know how many steps I had taken. I didn't know what and where to turn. I didn't even know which floor I was on. I nearly couldn't bear it. In the long, nine floors of steps, I fell into complete darkness. I thought about what a blind friend had once said to me: "You always feel a brightness just in front of you, but you can never touch it." In the dark that day, somewhere on those nine floors of steps, I suddenly understood the meaning of Helen Keller's "white darkness."





Breaking the Safety Rule

(The descriptive details of this Description Narration essay are what make it so well-written. The reader can feel the cold darkness of the lonely campus late that night, the north wind blowing hard against the writer's face as she furiously peddled her bicycle, and her fear of possibly facing "some evil men." Dialogue is very effective; particularly the repetition of "What should I do? What should I do?" as it repeated over and over in her mind. Adjectives and metaphors are well chosen. I especially like the visual image of the bicycle becoming like stone.)





This semester we moved off campus to a dormitory far away. Going back to our dormitory at night became a major problem for us girls. We are told to go home in groups, the more the better. All the girls, and I being no exception, strictly obey this rule out of concern for our safety.

However, sometimes it is difficult to obey the rule because class schedules can vary, and one night I found I had no one to accompany me home.

It was a cold night, with darkness covering the whole city. I walked out of campus with my heart in my throat. The big clock had struck eleven and few people were around. I was alone because I had just attended a meeting and all the other attendees lived on campus.

With a little difficulty I found my bike and quickly unlocked it. All was quiet. I tried many times to get on my bike as my heart beat fiercely in my breast. Finally, with one last attempt, I got on and began to peddle furiously.

Outside the school gate I hesitated as the street was dark and no one was seen. "What should I do? Should I ring my classmates and ask them to come here; or should I take a taxi?" Many thoughts passed through my mind. "No! I would cause trouble for them if I called at such a late hour; and it is also unsafe for me to take a taxi alone." I stood at the gate for several minutes. At last I made the decision to ride alone back to the dorm.

The cold north wind blew hard against my face. But that didn't matter. What frightened me was the possibility of facing some evil men. I peddled the bike as fast as I could. Never had I ridden so fast in my life. I dared not look around, afraid some men might rush out and stop me. My eyes were fixed in the direction of the road and my brain seemed to stop working.

Suddenly, I heard someone behind me shout "Hey!"

"Oh, God! It must certainly be a criminal. What should I do?" My brain was numb and I had not the courage to turn my head back. I could only hasten my bike.

"Hey! Stop!" The voice came nearer and nearer. I could hear the sound of a man's bike.

"What should I do? What should I do?" I could not think of anything else but repeated this sentence in my mind. I felt my strength flow out of my body little by little, and my bike seemed to become a stone and no longer work.

"Hey!" All of a sudden a hand came down heavily upon my shoulder. I felt as if my whole body was in ice and could not move. "What... what?" I could not speak out a sentence.

"Why didn't you stop? I have shouted many times." A familiar voice! Who?! I quickly turned around and saw John, my classmate!

I cried in joy, "John!"

With a big smile on his face, John said, "You silly girl. How dare you go back alone at such a late time?"

"But I had no other choice," I answered in a low voice, "I couldn't find any company."

"You should thank God for putting me here," John smiled.

"Oh, yes!" I was so overjoyed seeing a friend in this situation. "But you have indeed frightened me just now."

"Okay, okay." John was like a brave knight on his horse. "Now I will be your guard to accompany you to your dorm."

"That is wonderful!" I quickly got on my bike and began to peddle again. The bike seemed to return to life. "It is as happy as I," I thought.

We rode and chatted and laughed and sang. The rest of the way seemed quite short.





My Teacher

(This is a Description essay. It is a wonderful tribute to an exceptional teacher. The writer speaks from the heart, yet some of the word choices could be improved. First, the writer should use specific terms rather than idioms and clichés. For example, the clichés "salt of the earth" and "poured cold water on" should be avoided since, as an exposition essay, a Practical writing style should be used. Better phrases would be "a responsible and caring adult" and "discouraged." Secondly, the writer should not write negatively about herself; referring to herself as having a "little mind." This phrase is not believable because she was able to enter such a prestigious university.)





For a student, the most fortunate thing is having a great teacher. I'm one of the lucky people. Till now, I have wondered if I could have entered Peking University without his help. He is my Chinese teacher and schoolmaster from my junior school. To be honest, it was no other person but he who first built up in my little mind the belief that I could enter Peking University—the best university in our country.

Mr. Pan, as we call him, is a good teacher as well as a good friend. On one hand, he is strict with us in our studies. He not only demanded us to be scrupulous towards the knowledge written in books, but asked us to have our own opinion and be brave to question the theories of predecessors as well. He had his own way of giving lessons, which made the dull, starkly printed words come to life. On the other hand, he paid great attention to our psyche and feelings. He offered timely encouragement to us when we were depressed by a low score or something bad. Whereas, once we would feel a little complacent or proud, he unhesitatingly poured cold water on our pride and pressed home upon us that there's still a long way to go. He asked us to be generous, friendly, and honest to other people, and he helped us realize the importance and value of cooperation, friendship, faith and love. He told us stories about poor children who had to leave school because they couldn't afford the money and called on us to help them. He expected us not to be bookworms but care more about the world and the people around us. In other words, he brought both his knowledge and his personality to bear upon us. My outlook of the world has been formed under his good influences. Thinking of my three year's junior school life, I'm filled with gratitude to Mr. Pan for all he's done for me. All I can do is study hard and try my best to be the salt of the earth so that I won't let him down.





"I'll Invite You to Dinner!"

(This is a delightful Illustration of humor in the university classroom.)





It was a usual, Intensive Reading class, in which we had to do a quiz on the previous class material. The teacher distributed the small quiz papers to us, but soon he burst out laughing, which made us look at each other in blank surprise.

"There's a problem," he said. "One of you has the answer key instead of the quiz paper." Reaching into his pocket, he smiled and continued, "If you identify yourself, this five yuan is yours."

A fellow student raised her hand, and our teacher walked toward her. "Wait a minute," shouted another student. "I'll invite you to dinner!" All of us, including the teacher, laughed at his impromptu joke.





Elusive English Words

(These paragraphs use Description and Narration writing to describe an unpleasant event in the writer's language studies. She uses an exclamation point several times to show emphasis in her writing. Through this emphasis, the reader can feel the writer's emotion. This is effective; however, it is important not to overuse exclamation points. If more than a few exclamation points are used in a short essay, the emphasis is actually weakened.)





I've made a fool of myself this afternoon! My roommate and I were supposed to debate with two other students in our Oral English class. I spent two whole days on a book about our topic "Brain Drain," selected several powerful arguments, and organized them quite well. In fact, I prepared not only the opener, but also three minutes of presentation and two minutes for rebuttal.

When standing in front of the class, I became so nervous that I couldn't think of a single English word. And, the teacher was timing me! At last, I shouted the words out in Chinese. I lost all my face. Just like in a dream.

When class was over, I spoke to my roommate in perfect English. From that time on, our dorm room became a "No Chinese" one.





Lines of Communication

(Illustration writing is used here showing an example of the difficulty of communicating in a foreign language. Dialogue is essential to this illustration.)





When I was a freshman at Peking University, one day I came across a young man from Ethiopia waiting in the same supper line as I was. We smiled at each other.

He asked me, "What are you doing here?"

"Having supper!" I answered without thinking—that's clear!

But, he asked me again. I felt a little puzzled. For politeness I repeated what I had said, but he said the same words a third time. I stared at him, puzzlement and anger on my face. This time he asked "Which department do you in?" Although I had never used this sentence, I could infer his meaning. "Physics," I answered with a feeling of shame since I had confused his meaning. Then we talked about something casual; but always, when I wanted to speak, I just didn't know how to say it. Four thousand English vocabulary words that I had learned just deserted me!





Moving In

(This Description, Illustration and Narration paragraph illustrates what happens when we don't watch where we are going. The image created by the writer detailing the events of dragging huge luggage up nine flights of stairs, only to realize it's the wrong building, then drag the luggage down the stairs and up another nine flights of stairs is dramatic. One change I would recommend is changing the second-to-the-last word in the paragraph from "always" to "frequently" because "always" is an Absolute—doors frequently look alike, but not always.)





On the first day of this semester, my classmates and I had to move into new dormitories. I dragged my huge luggage up nine flights of stairs, spent a whole afternoon tidying up the room and arranging everything in order, only to find that I had entered the wrong building. I apologized to the true owner of the dorm, who looked at her well-furnished room with her mouth wide open. I then dragged everything down the nine floors, climbed another nine flights of stairs in the same manner as I had done only five hours before, and started my endless housework for a second time. If I weren't so tired, I would laugh! What I learned from this experience is simple: wipe your eyes and examine carefully before you enter a door, for doors are always alike.





Living Off-Campus

(The writer of this Description essay paints a picture of his new dormitory off campus. The cohesiveness—order—is good. The reader can follow the writer's "eye" as he looks around the room.)





Now I live in a community outside the campus. The atmosphere here is good. It is quiet, no other troubles to bother you. There is a large room called a unit which contains four independent dormitories. Each dormitory has four residents. The four dormitories have the same layout.

When you push open the door, you can see a straight, somewhat wide corridor which is the main walkway. On each side there are two compound desks with beds above and real tables below. You must climb the ladder to go to bed. The table has enough space to accommodate a computer, a lamp and some books. You can do your homework there. There are also some drawers and shelves to put various utilities. A wardrobe attached to the desk can hold some clothes and must be used as the safe, for no other containers have locks.

In addition, there is an exciting thing—the balcony. With the balcony we can dry our wet clothes. Most important, we can see West Hill from it. When we get tired of studying, we can watch the beautiful nature scenes. There is a saying: "Small as the sparrow is, it has everything necessary." Our dormitory is large enough for four people, and with the balcony and a large canteen nearby, on the whole, it is convenient for normal life.





Yearning for Vacation

(This writer uses Narration writing to outline his plans for winter vacation. He uses good parallel structure: integrate a radio, fix a bad bicycle, master skiing, and memorize some English words. However, some of the word choices are vague. For example, what is a "bad" bicycle? A better word choice to describe the bicycle would be "broken." Also, "integrate" means to join something with something else. Here he mentions a radio, but he doesn't mention what he is integrating into or with the radio. In the third paragraph the abstract concept of entering "the door of this subject" is vague and ineffective; as are the phrases "too difficult" and "a lot of time." These phrases should be more specific.

In the first and third paragraphs he uses a "question/answer" style to present his reasons for yearning for vacation: "Why am I so looking forward to it?" This style can be effective if it is used sparingly. And, the second question in the third paragraph is awkward because it results in an answer that is an incomplete sentence. It would be more effective to write: "When you have spent hours and hours reading, only to find you still haven't grasped the meaning of the subject, the result is a feeling of frustration."





The winter vacation is nearing. I am eager for it and hope the time between it and now evaporates quickly. Why am I so looking forward to it? Because I have ambitions for this vacation and I am too tired of studying.

During this vacation I plan to integrate a radio, fix a bad bicycle, master skiing, and memorize some English words. Those are the components of my ambitions. I hope I can finish them.

Why do I crave for the vacation? Most of all it is because I want to rest. During the semester my body nearly breaks down and my mind almost goes crazy. Books are too difficult to understand. When you have spent a lot of time reading and you find you still haven't entered the door of this subject, what do you feel? Frustrated, of course.

In addition, my brother will be back from Canada to celebrate Spring Festival. I miss him very much. I am excited about seeing him. For these reasons, I yearn for the winter vacation.





College Pressures

(This writer uses Persuasion writing, along with Definition and Illustration, to discuss college pressures. The writer effectively defines one kind of pressure as "the pressure to relax." The word choices are persuasive, such as "Leave us alone..." and "That is all very well for such authors; however, as a member of the 'driven mass,' as they say, I still believe that ..." The writer could be even more persuasive by taking out words such as "I suppose," "as they say," "surely" and "I believe.")





William Zinsser, distinguished American educator and essay writer, tries to persuade college students to relax and take their courses easy. That is all very well for such authors; however, as a member of the "driven mass," as they say, I still believe that Chinese students have another kind of pressure: the pressure to relax. Very good is no longer good enough. Everyone should do better, and then better still. Time is limited and energy is limited. It is very romantic for some people to think that we can still take time for other "liberal" courses. They say we should do our best to "relax." So, we are working hard to relax and forcing ourselves to have some useful hobbies. That's almost funny; except that it is not.

I suppose nothing can be done to solve the problem of college pressures if college students' schedules remain so occupied. But, not all of the courses are necessary. We hear advice such as "The courses will be useful sooner or later, so take them." Or, "Hey guys, look at your peers, they are taking so many courses. You cannot be behind!" So, we are very busy catching up because only one person can be at the top. For instance, so many young people in China are studying a second or even a third foreign language. Yet how many of them are really interested in foreign languages? Will a person who mastered only one or two languages be unable to survive in society?

It is really tiring running back and forth according to others' advice. Maybe some of us would be glad to cry out, "Please don't compel us to relax!" It's a pity that we are just too busy to cry. Only then could we possibly try to "relax." But, nowadays, lots of students are used to this kind of life. They take both practical and liberal courses. Of course, they can announce proudly that their lives are not busy at all, and they can surely do both things quite well. Nevertheless, has anyone ever thought about the things they have missed? Like strolling, chatting, idle thinking, or just being in a daze. Psychologically, they are not wasting time; rather, they are experiencing choice hobbies which can increase their appreciation for natural beauty.

So, I'd like to tell our dear authors who compel us to relax, please don't worry about our relaxations any more. Compelled relaxation is no longer relaxed. Leave us alone and we will surely find the way to make ourselves happy and active.





Let Pressures Be

(This is a Division/Classification essay using Persuasion writing. College Pressures have been divided into categories so the reader can better understand the points being made. However, the opening sentence is not coherent because it doesn't state who pointed out that there are four kinds of college pressures in America. Word choice is persuasive, such as, "There is no denying ...," yet could be more persuasive by taking out "in my opinion." Notice the writer's excellent use of transitions, such as, "outside; and, hence,..." "Conversely,..." and "Nonetheless,...")





It has been pointed out that there are four kinds of college pressures in America: economic pressure, parental pressure, peer pressure and self-induced pressure. The case in China is quite similar. There is no denying that few of us college students live a happy and rich life on campus, mainly because of worry, pain and pressure. So why choose to be a gloomy pessimist, which can only give rise to a worse situation? Just let it be, and things may be quite different.

Economic pressure seems a problem that comes from outside; and, hence, is one that cannot be changed. Truly, students struggling in poverty are not able to afford the increasingly high tuition. Nonetheless, being upset by financial conditions will only make things worse. Just let your economic situation be. A bright mood kept, the individual is inclined to excel both in academics and social activities which may, in return, greatly help to pay the debt off in the future.

Students should also let parental pressure be. It would be quite encouraging if one were capable of persuading his or her parents into allowing them to follow their own interest. If not, just think positively. Forcing yourself to follow a career that you have no interest in will not yield any good results. Conversely, once the interest is cultivated, the career advocated by the parents may also appeal to the student. Either resolutely follow one's own interest, or his parents'—either one of which, in my opinion, is far better than vacillating between them.





Peer Pressure Is Like an Old Friend

In this essay the writer uses simile to liken peer pressure to an old friend, illustrating that it is something to which most college students are familiar. Word choices are persuasive and believable. One problem sentence is "It can mainly contribute to the social definition..." "It" is not defined, so the sentence has a Coherence problem. A better way to start this sentence might be "This is the main contribution to the social definition ..." Also, notice the writer's correct usage of the phrase "In other words,..." instead of using "In a word,...")





Studying in Peking University and living with so many excellent students, peer pressure is like an old friend. Everyone does his best to get the scores as high as possible; and, besides the eagerness of being the top, many show their talents in art, literature and other such fields. The more I know them, the more I realize how ridiculous my own pride is. But what about those who are used to being number one? They pay more, or I should say, suffer more behind the victory of competition. Even a 90-minute movie is a luxury. One of my roommates practices the Chinese flute every day in order to be prepared to go abroad. In her opinion, being capable of playing a Chinese instrument may be useful.

In all, our generation is too practical to balance between success and happiness. It can mainly contribute to the social definition of success, which is much inclined to achievement. Since our country opened up in 1978, and we have had a chance to compare our lives to westerners', we have always dreamed of becoming rich. We have become accustomed to the living rule "existence for the suitable" and you cannot blame anyone who has been so poor for such a long time to judge everything by money. Brought up in such a circumstance, everyone is born with pressure. We have been well trained to compete, to know what we want, and to make our dreams come true. In fact, hardly do we not realize the negative effects of it; it is indeed not as easy as saying "try to be yourself" when many things are taken into consideration.

My mother is a typical woman of her generation who did not have the chance to go to school. Compared to me, she suffered more. So I am all her life in some way; and how can I relax and pursue my own happiness without being conscious that she still has to work for a living? I'd rather choose success than happiness, so would many of my classmates. In other words, we do not actually have the right to choose.

Every generation has its own trouble, and we are very lucky at any rate. It is our responsibility to be capable and successful not only to make the prior generation enjoy a comfortable life, but also to make the next one have the right to choose. Whether it comes true or not, only time will tell. After all, we still have a long way to go.

4. Thoughts on Love and Relationships

（人际关系篇）

The First Time to Say "I Love You"

(this is Description writing. Notice in sentence one how effective it is to put the adjective at the end of the sentence, set out with a comma. This gives emphasis to the adjective. Also notice that the lines of dialogue are set out as individual lines, indented like paragraphs. This is the proper format for lines of dialogue.)





She was on the other end of the telephone, silent. Neither of us wanted to hang up the phone. But, we had to give an end to this three-hour-long conversation.

"Hang up the phone and have a good rest," I said.

"No," she replied in a tender tone, "you first."

She had been the girl whom I cared about the most. I fell in love at the first sight of her. In the past one year, we were close friends and knew each other very well. Together we went out for movies, for shopping, for anything that could bring us the happiness of not being alone. I loved her and could see from her eyes and words that she loved me. However, neither of us had said "I love you" to the other, simply because the sudden love made us at a loss. We were enjoying every minute of being together. And, that's enough.

However, I didn't see her that day. She had been running a fever and stayed at home alone. Never had I realized I could be so anxious about a person. I was not in the mood to do anything but hear her voice. I, as well, knew it was my company that she was in need of. Skipping the classes in the afternoon, I dialed her number. I comforted her on the phone and we spent the whole afternoon together. I knew I was not much of an excellent student—what with my absence from class. But, when talking with her, I realized I could be an excellent boy to the girl I loved.

Here came the end of our conversation. Having talked continuously for three hours made my voice hoarse. Yet, I was gratified because her voice was not as pale and weak as before.

"I miss you!" Her tender voice suddenly made a shy boy impulsive.

Spontaneously, almost unconsciously, the words skipped out of my mouth. "I love you!" I didn't know where my courage had come from. "I love you, Lisa."

I could feel my heart beating quickly along with the rhythm of her breath from the other side of the phone. A sweet voice was saying to me: "I love you too, David."

At the same time, we hung up the phones. I sat still not knowing what to think. The only thing I knew was that I had received a Christmas gift in advance—a long-awaited love that I could cherish forever!





Love Endings

(The writer uses Description writing. The adverbs and adjectives used are wellchosen. Putting the adverb at the beginning of the sentence, set out with a comma, can be very effective for transition. For example, "Suddenly, ..." Also, the use of short sentences mixed in with long sentences is excellent. Short sentences such as "It was painful." and "Pain is inevitable." are very effective.)





This winter when it snowed for the first time, my love ended. It was terribly cold that day, and I sat in my dorm looking at the white snow falling down—like angels. Suddenly, my roommate said, "Should we call Jennifer our sister-in-law?" I turned to look at her. She looked so ingenious that I couldn't doubt her simple purpose. Jennifer had become his girlfriend, finally, I thought.

I needed some fresh air and a walk. I stepped out onto the snow. The fact that he didn't even tell me when he chose another girl was so conspicuous. It was painful. There were only a sparse number of students walking on campus. Perchance, there was one passing by.

Pain is inevitable. People say, "Rainbows only appear after the storms." I believe I will gradually be used to such a life—a little painful and yet very peaceful.





My Heart

(This is a very creative Description essay! By referring to his heart in the third-person (he/him), the writer immediately catches the reader's attention. Notice the effective use of short sentences here. The use of dialogue is also very effective: ...I shout at him: "Stand up! You! Coward!"

The ellipsis dots are effective at the end. They focus the reader's attention on the image of the heart beating, sobbing. The interruption of this thought ends the essay. This is very effective for creative writing; however, ellipsis dots should be used sparingly and with careful accuracy in exposition writing. In exposition writing, ellipsis dots are most often used to show omitted text within a quote. Therefore, writers should review usage of ellipsis dots before using them in exposition writing.)





Without him, I cannot live; without him, I am just a zombie. He is my heart—the center of my life; the friend through thick and thin, and the friend who knows me well. I can always feel him beating inside my body, ceaselessly.

But, that doesn't mean he is always happy. He suffers much more than the other parts of me. In the past twenty years, sadness, disappointment, and shock have attacked him again and again, but he carries on. Now, he has broken into pieces, for his love has left him.

When I see her, he beats quickly, and nearly jumps out of my throat. But, when she leaves, he weeps quietly inside my breast. I can feel it. His tear is not water, but blood. He is bleeding, so I am in pain, but no one else knows. At night, he always talks to me with tears, and I have to comfort him, because the one who knows him best has gone. I can't bear this pain, and I shout at him: "Stand up! You! Coward!" He follows me, gradually picking up his normal work. But, sometimes, when others have fallen asleep, I can still feel him, beating, sobbing...





What Valentine's Day Means

(Definition and Persuasion writing are used in this Compare/Contrast essay discussing how single people view Valentine's Day differently than couples. Notice the transition words/phrases used here to show contrast: yet, although, however, but. Can you identify other transition phrases and their meanings?)





Valentine's Day is the day for lovers to express their love to each other. It is the most romantic and sweetest day of the year for couples. To Singles, however, it means something different.

Singles are common people; they are just the same as couples. Yet, on Valentine's Day, Singles become strange. Single girls have no flowers or chocolates; single boys have no dates. This makes them just like aliens, not suitable for the day. Seeing couples busily planning how to spend that lovely night, and selecting what kind of gift they should send to their lovers, makes Singles feel more single. To them, Valentine's Day is really not a busy day, because the excitement of planning the date and the happiness of receiving gifts do not belong to them. One or two of the luckiest Singles may receive some surprise, but miracles do not always happen in this world. Truly, one thing that most Singles do on Valentine's Day is pray—pray for the coming of the next day.

Another thing Singles often do on Valentine's Day is to anticipate. While their Mr. Right or Snow White still hasn't come forth, they can dream for their perfect lovers. Although it is nearly impossible for them to have some romantic experience on this Valentine's Day, they can fully prepare for the next. Certainly, a year-long dating plan would be a perfect one!

Nowadays, as Singles are not as shy as before to let others know that they are single, there is a very popular solution for Singles to dawdle away this lovely Valentine's Day: to gather with other single friends to reduce the loneliness. It's hard to say that this method is a good one, but it is not a bad one either. On Valentine's Day, every Single may expect that they can really become involved in the day. But, what does "involved" mean? To be "involved" means you must have a lover. Gathering with friends may be a successful way to relieve the loneliness; but to Singles, it doesn't mean that they really have a true Valentine's Day. They are still Singles, and this day still doesn't belong to them.





Valentine's Day Means...

(The writer uses a dictionary definition to begin this Definition Narration essay. The writer then uses inductive Definition writing to define Valentine's Day through a series of personal events.

In the third sentence, the word "bachelors" is awkward here because it means unmarried males. If the writer is female, the phrase "single girls" or "bachelor girls" would be more accurate. Although not recognized in most printed English dictionaries, the word "bachelorettes" is an acceptable usage to represent young, attractive, unmarried women. "Bachelorette" is among several words created "when World War I really gave the-ette ending a start in the United States," according to "The American Language: An Inquiry into the Development of English in the United States" by H. L. Mencken.)





In the dictionary, Valentine's Day is defined as a day that is celebrated by the exchange of valentines or love tokens. It is lovers' day. But, to bachelors such as me, what does it mean? This year, I wanted to do something to find out the answer.

Instead of staying in my dorm, I decided to celebrate it with friends. At any rate, it is a kind of festival. We shouldn't be doing nothing, while most others are dipped in the felicity of love. At least, we could have a big meal. So, I made an appointment with my roommate.

Soon, we found that it was a wrong decision to go out. There were so many couples wandering on the street. It seemed that there was no room spared for us on the street, nor in the restaurants. We were sure about this fact within a few minutes. Nearly all the restaurants had a long queue in front of them. Even the Noshery had lots of people waiting for a seat. It seemed that it would be impossible for us to have dinner on the main business street. With empty stomachs, we wandered around looking for a place to have our dinner.

Time passed before we knew it. It was already half past eight. Finally, we went into a Sichuan restaurant, which is deep in an alleyway. Unfortunately, when we had just taken our seats, the waitress told us with sympathy that they'd run out of gas and couldn't make the dishes we wanted.

Hungry, exhausted, disappointed, are all we got from Valentine's Day. What does Valentine's Day mean to us? Nothing at all. The best way to get through the day is just staying in the dorm.





How Not to Impress Your Boyfriend's Mother

(This is Illustration Narration writing. The writer illustrates how not to impress your boyfriend's mother by telling the events of her personal, embarrassing situation. The Opener sentence catches the reader's attention. Then, the rest of the Introduction sets the scene of the events. Dialogue is effectively used. Notice how the lines of dialogue are formatted.)





It is the most embarrassing time I've ever had! It was the day of our first anniversary. We had met on that day, one year earlier. I decided to make a very different, but exciting, date for our anniversary and I didn't want him to know of my plans before that day. I made all the necessary arrangements and had several conversations with his close friends. When everything was ready, on the morning of our anniversary, I phoned him. However, to my surprise, there was no answer. After fifteen minutes I called again. After several rings, someone finally picked up the phone.

"Hello?"

"Hello, is Liang in?"

"No, he's out."

"Out?"

"Yes."

"Will you please tell me when he'll be back?"

"Sorry, I don't know."

At that time I was standing near a bus stop and it was very noisy so I could not hear the voice clearly. I thought that the voice sounded as if it were his friend or brother speaking. So, I thought my boyfriend knew it was me, and my plans, and he just wanted to tease me.

So I asked, "Who are you?"

"Ah?"

"Who is this I am speaking to?"

"I'm his mother."

"Ah... you're his mother?"

"Yes, of course."

"I'm so sorry, so terribly sorry. Did I cause you any trouble?"

"Of course. I was sleeping when you called."

"I'm sorry!"

"Not at all."

"Er..., would you please have him call me when he returns?"

"Okay. But what's your number?"

I then gave her my mobile phone number and thanked her for her trouble.

"You're welcome. Bye."

It is considered impolite in China to speak to someone of the elder generation in such a casual, informal and unserious way. I felt so embarrassed! If only I hadn't asked "Who are you?"

Afterwards, when I met my boyfriend's mother for the first time, she talked about that conversation. I felt very uneasy and my face turned red.

I learned, at last, that no matter what kind of situation you are in, you should be polite and patient. Otherwise, you'll be embarrassed!





Friends

(This writer uses deductive Definition writing with Illustration writing to define the concept of "Friends." The illustrations, or examples, used are similes—a friend is like... something else. This form of comparison is an effective way to explain a complex subject in simple terms. It is also effective here to begin the essay with the words of a song. However, the wording is a bit awkward. A better first sentence is: In Disney's beautiful, old song "Friends Around the World," the words "Friends around the world, all in harmony, holding hands together side by side..." paint a harmonious picture. The next sentence is also awkward because it begins with the phrase "There is..." These are unnecessary words. It is better to start with the subject. Therefore, a better sentence would be: "A Chinese expression says,..."

The Conclusion is good. The first two sentences summarize the definitions presented throughout the essay. But then the Conclusion introduces new information: "Is it hard to be a friend?" This point should be introduced in the Development section. By referring back to the Disney song "Friends Around the World", the writer skillfully brings the reader back to the opening theme, giving an effective ending to the essay.)





Disney has an old, beautiful song: Friends Around the World. "Friends around the world, all in harmony, holding hands together side by side...." What a harmonious picture! There's a Chinese saying: "Depend on parents when you're home, depend on friends when you're out." Friendship has already become a part of every moment in our lives. Can we live happily without a single friend? Definitely not! Nevertheless, some people say it is hard to find a friend. We need friends but they are difficult to possess. So, what is a friend?

A friend is just like a die maker. When you are cheerful, when you are delighted with your success, you want to share these pleasures with another. They are your friends. They are happy for you. And through the "die makers," the happiness becomes two, three or even more. What's more, the shares won't be smaller than the first share. Isn't that magic?

A friend is just like a barber. For example, when you are depressed you go to see your friend. The "barber" helps you cut out the sorrow. When you are confused or when you meet frustrations or hard problems, you can confide in your friends. These "barbers" can help you to tidy up your messy feelings. Maybe the problems still haven't been solved, but what is better than friends' encouragement? They will help you to get back your confidence and have the courage to face problems again.

A friend is also like a mirror. Everyone has some kind of shortcoming and may not be conscious of it. The onlookers see it most clearly. At this time, your friends won't hesitate to tell you the truth.

That's what a friend is. Share the pleasure, release the sadness, encourage you and remind you when you go the wrong way. We all need friends. We couldn't live without a friend. On the other hand, we're our friends' friends. Is it hard to be a friend? No. Treat people the way you want to be treated, and then you'll find your true friends: friends all around the world, who won't be far away from us.





Friendship Beyond Race

(Description writing is used here. Word choice is good. However, a word of caution is needed: remember that strings of adjectives can disrupt the flow of reading. For example, the second paragraph is nothing but strings of adjectives. The first string lists what they drank; the second string lists what they talked about; and the third string lists their activities.)





Several days ago I attended a party hosted by my language partner. It was a great party! There were people from different countries, of different colors—white, yellow, black—all communicating in English and Chinese. Within the same sentence some words were English, some Chinese, which we all took for granted because we were learning each other's language—they were doing their best to learn Chinese, we English.

We drank whiskey, beer, coke, fruit juice, etc. We talked the entire time, about one's country, family, friends, experiences, feelings. We sang, we danced, we ate...

It was a fantastic and exciting night. I realized that when everyone has enthusiasm, sincerity and kindness in their hearts, friendship extends beyond race, nationality and languages. Sincere friendship is the key to unlock bias and misunderstanding. This was the night when I really felt that the world is a national family, in which everyone should love one another, care for each other, and never cheat anyone.





The Warmth of Friendship

(This writer uses Description writing; however, the second sentence and the simile at the end of the essay are forms of Illustration writing. The second sentence is abstract, using Eloquent style. It does not fit with the rest of the essay. The sentence is grammatically correct and well-written; but what does it mean?

Also, because the last sentence is subjunctive, expressing supposition rather than fact, the subjunctive verb form should be used: "I felt as if I were flying in heaven.")





We eighteen members of the Cycling Association of Peking University held a party on a cold, snowy night. Outside, the spirits of snow-flowers danced in a silent world. Inside the room, we told the beautiful and touching stories of ourselves. We sat around a burning candle spreading its refreshing fragrance through the dark room. A sense of mystery spread throughout the air.

I began to re-know everybody. When people truly open their hearts, it is surprising to find that there are many beautiful things living there. Without the cover, the protector, that wraps a person during the daytime, without the worry of being hurt by others, when we are talking about ourselves in peace, we are our true self. Everyone is a lovely creature.

Some people sighed with feeling that they believe people are so indifferent with each other in this modern society. People may know each other, but in fact they don't know anyone at all. It seems everyone is alone in this world. But, this night, when we were talking sincerely about ourselves, we gained a feeling of belonging. We felt warmth in this cold winter. We love each other deeply. This is a special love. We showed concern towards each other; we just couldn't be more sincere. A magic power combined our hearts together that night. I felt like I was flying in heaven.





A Perfect Man

(This inductive Definition essay uses Description writing in a Division/Classification format. The writer separates out the characteristics of a Perfect Man in order to give the reader a better understanding of the writer's definition. Notice the skillful use of complex sentence structures using a semi-colon, the vague use of the pronoun "he" as the Opener to catch the reader's attention, followed by clarification of the pronoun in the sentence "There are many things a Perfect Man is not." Also notice the effective use of short, simple sentences. This is much more effective than using long strings of adjectives. Although the Conclusion paragraph is short—one sentence—it effectively sums up the essence of the essay.)





He may not be handsome or tall; he may not have a thrilling diploma; he may not have a proud past or have been raised very carefully. There are many things a Perfect Man is not. However, certain characteristics which a Perfect Man does have can be classified as follows:

He should be hard-working; he should be talented. He should be kind at heart; he should be gentle and soft to women. He should be fair and upright. He should be open-minded, honest, far-sighted and broad-minded. He should be brave and courageous. He should be creative. He should be enthusiastic and warm-hearted.

When someone has difficulties, he should be a person who encourages that person. When someone is sad, he should show his concern. When many people are together, he should be the excellent leader and work for others.

When a man has all these characteristics, he is perfect.





A Smile or a Tear

(This writer uses formal Definition writing (a dictionary definition) to start this Compare/Contrast essay in Subject by Subject format. Illustration writing is used to support the writer's points of comparison and contrast. The Introduction and Development sections are good and have the necessary elements for each of these sections. However, the Conclusion is too short and lacks summarization of the key points presented in the Development section.)





A smile or tear, which will you choose? In the dictionary, "smile" means a pleased, happy, amused, or other expression on the face with a parting of the lips and loosening of the face muscles. "Tear" is a drop of clear salty liquid secreted from the eye, and shed, especially in grief. These are the two common definitions for a smile and a tear. A smile represents pleasure, happiness and amusement, while a tear represents unhappiness and grief.

Indeed, a smile often plays an important role in communication. When people see your smile, they know you are happy. And they will be influenced by your fair emotions. Pleasure and comfort will arise from their hearts because of your smile. Consequently, people will have a good impression of you. It will help you to get along well with people. A smile not only shows your good humor but promotes your understanding towards others; for behind a smile there is ardor, kindness, and friendliness, which people desire. There is also self-confidence in a smile. Your smile suggests you are sure of yourself and brave enough to confront difficulties in life. All these things win you other's trust and favor. Facing a smiling person, even a furious person will soften. Few people can have hard feelings before the Mona Lisa. Smiles have the power to remove doubt and hostility.

A smile is not only for others, it is also for our own sake. We have no reason to treat ourselves badly. Try to smile to yourself in the mirror when you get up in the morning, you will feel fine all the day. "Keep a smile till ten o'clock and you will be happy the whole day." This is an old English saying. In China, people like to say, "Smile sunny smile, ten years younger." A smile is like a warrior who drives anxiety, sorrow and rage out of the mind. It does good to your health. A smile is so important and necessary that you can hardly find a person who never smiles in his life. Sometimes, when we are so busy with work or with studying, we may forget to smile. But it does not take much time or effort for a simple movement such as smiling. Do remember this: "Never frown, even when you are sad, because you never know who is falling in love with your smile."

Contrary to a smile, tears come out when we feel upset, wronged, helpless, disappointed or frightened. A tear comes with sorrow and weakness. These are the emotions people try to avoid in daily life. So a tear is considered an unpleasant thing. Children, especially boys, are not encouraged to cry. If a grown man weeps in public, he usually gets jibes and jeers. It is not a manly behavior. On the other hand, tears are regarded as a woman's patent, only because it is a representation of weakness. There is much prejudice both on teats and women. Yet the two are not naturally connected. Tears are a natural product. We weep tears when our eyes are uncomfortable. There is a physical need to weep tears to clean our eyes. In fact, tears have several merits. On one hand, tears can have the same effect as a smile, to some degree. Tears can also show a person's humanity. Seeing a beggar in the street or some grievously unfortunate person, your heart will reach out to them. Your tears are the most beautiful things in the world at that time. In Chinese folklore, many young men fall in love with women because of their tears. Through tears, they see a woman's kind heart. Lin Daiyu may be the most famous of them.

Tears can improve human relations, too. Tears have the power to soften a determined or hard heart and to remove hatred. When Troy was captured, Menelaos found his unfaithful wife, Helen. He was determined to kill the woman who abandoned him, but when he saw her bright eyes filled with tears, he had no heart to raise his sword any longer. They returned to their homeland and lived the rest of their life peacefully there. Sometimes tears can save you, believe it or not.

On the other hand, weeping is a good way to distribute unpleasant emotions. Psychologists and doctors have pointed out that depression is harmful to health. People need to release unpleasant emotions. These emotions are purged through tears. A tragedy may move us to tears, but as Aristotle said, it is helpful to purify human feelings and refine sentiments.

It is true that a smile does not always represent happiness, nor tears grief. When a person is filled with grief and indignation, he may laugh instead of crying; only it is a bitter laugh. People may simply laugh to tears. And they may cry when great fortune falls upon them. They are overjoyed when they cry. Seeing a good ending, spectators may break into tears for the blessed.

Smiles and tears are not irreconcilable as fire and water. So, it can be difficult to tell which one is better than the other. However, smile more! A smile is much more popular.

5. Thoughts on Home and Family

（家庭篇）

My Grandmother's House

(This essay is an excellent example of Description writing. The images are vivid and believable. Phrases such as "treacherous stairways that clung delicately to the slope," "mountain peaks that, in the changing day's sunlight, turned from green and brown during the day to blue, pink, orange and red before disappearing at dusk" and "dust particles shimmering in the air" are graphic and awake the senses. The explanation about Chinese tradition is very effective and assumes that the reader would not know this information. This demonstrates that the writer thought about her audience—which is important for good writing. The information is placed within parentheses because it is not pertinent to the essay—the essay is not about tradition—but is added for explanation. It is important to note that parenthetical statements can disrupt the flow of the reading and should, therefore, be used sparingly.)





The first impression I have of the world comes from my maternal grandmother's house. It is a large wooden house built in early 1910 by one of my ancestors, an affluent merchant. In my immature mind that big house was all the world. Now, to me it is the epitome of South China.

Near my family's home is a stream in a wooded mountain setting. In the home, one of the rooms faces the stream from which I could see the winding current and listen to the birds in the woods. Access to the stream was possible only if one gathered enough bravery to climb down along the treacherous stairways that clung delicately to the slope. I didn't dare to try until I was much older. The most intriguing things to me, however, were the mountain peaks that, in the changing day's sunlight, turned from green and brown during the day to blue, pink, orange and red before disappearing at dusk. I was so fascinated by its view that I could gaze for hours without saying or thinking about anything.

The home inside was full of mysteries. I remember the top floor, the fourth floor, was forbidden. Grandma repeatedly told me there lived the spirits of all our forefathers who didn't want to be interrupted, even by their family members. (This is Chinese tradition. We respect our ancestors so much that we deify them, but we don't live with them or talk with them, we just stand far away and hope they bring us good luck.) Anyway, pretending to be meek, I promised never to bother them. But, I thought, Grandma was not one of them, so how could she know they didn't want to talk with me? Furthermore, I was so charming, I was sure they would love me. So, I made an unwise decision to see those spirits. One day, when Grandma was out, I put my plan into action. I entered the parlor on the fourth floor. It was dark, with dust particles shimmering in the air. I was so frightened! Naturally, I didn't see any spirits; but a terrible thing happened—that night I developed a high fever. Three days later I recovered, but I would never again go upstairs!





Grandpa's Diary

(This is Description Narration writing. The writer describes the events that tell the story of his grandfather's escape from Nanking. The Introduction is effective in setting the scene. The ellipsis dots at the end of the first paragraph imply an interruption in thought. Referring to the "great slaughter" catches the reader's attention; however, the essay is not about the slaughter—it is about his grandfather's escape. So, the ellipsis dots work well here, encouraging the reader to ponder the great slaughter, yet recognizing an interruption to that thought flow. It is also very effective that the writer returns to that opening theme in his conclusion. It is important to note that ellipsis dots should be used carefully and thoughtfully, reviewing the purposes for which they are used. In the second paragraph, the phrase "gone with God" is an eloquent way of saying his grandfather "passed away" or "died.")





Grandpa's diary takes me back to the darkest time in recent Chinese history. In November, 1937, after suffering about 30,000 casualties, the Japanese army broke through Chinese defenses near Zhenjiang. so Nanking, was no longer defensible. Soon a great slaughter would begin...

This is the story of how my grandfather escaped from the burning city of Nanking during the Japanese invasion. Grandpa told me this story when I was a young boy. Now, as my grandpa has gone with God, I think it is time to tell it to the outside world.

When the news came to Nanking that the enemy was approaching, many people began preparing to flee. They remembered the horrible slaughter the Japanese did to the Chinese in the Lushun harbor near Dalian in 1894. But others had reasons to stay: Nanking was their hometown, and they had their houses, jobs and businesses in that city; they did not want to, nor could they, leave. Grandpa was one of those who stayed. As the whole family had fled, he had to stay alone to keep our family's small grocery.

After December came, the thunder of Japanese guns could be heard. When the first Japanese tank rushed into the city, people were frightened. On that day, December 13th, 1937, Grandpa decided to abandon the business and leave. The Japanese came from the east, and to the west and north was the wide Yangtze River, which was already blocked by the Japanese navy. The only way to leave was southwest, along the Yangtze River to the vast countryside of Anhui.

Grandpa jumped onto his bicycle and started early that morning. But just when he was outside of the city, he encountered the Japanese. Grandpa was captured, and because he was a strong young man he was forced to carry heavy burdens of food back into the city for the Japanese army. When he reentered the city he could see Japanese soldiers everywhere and shootings could be frequently heard. Blazes rose from downtown where once stood our theaters, museums and most of our stores. The glory of the city no longer existed. A history of thirty centuries and a monument to China's civilization were ruined by the brutal enemy.

Grandpa was taken prisoner with many other citizens and locked in a classroom at the Jinglin Middle School. (That school was rebuilt after the war and it is the school where I graduated in 2001.) Several Japanese soldiers kept guard outside. It seemed there was no chance to escape. In that large classroom nobody could sleep that night. Grandpa suggest that they could escape by breaking the window, but others feared that this action might cause the Japanese to shoot and they still hoped that the Japanese would set them free the next day. Nobody dared to escape. But at about 2:00 a. m., on December 14th, Grandpa successfully knocked out one glass of the window and squeezed out. He asked others to follow him, but nobody came forward. Just at that moment, one Japanese soldier saw him. Grandpa began to run as fast as he could. Fortunately, after several shootings, no Japanese ran after him. Thanks to the darkness, he did not get shot. That night he ran all the way out of the city without encountering other Japanese soldiers, which remains a great miracle to our family.

The next day the order for slaughter was given. Three hundred thousand citizens were killed within two months.





Plans for Winter Vacation

(This is Narration writing because it lists the events the writer plans for winter vacation. The writer also uses Description writing to set the scene of his hometown—the reader can imagine the smell of baked sweet potatoes there. I particularly like the Opener that the writer's body is at school while his heart is someplace else. This evokes feelings of homesickness.

The phrase "cost an arm and a leg" is a cliché which should be avoided in Standard or Formal writing. Because this writing example is informal, the cliché works well here to give the writing a "spoken" feeling—as if the writer is speaking directly to the reader. However, this technique should be used infrequently, if ever, in exposition writing.

The Cohesiveness of the paragraphs could be improved by transitioning between thoughts. For example, a transitioning sentence or paragraph is needed to move the reader from the information about the writer's friends, to doing computer lessons with his brother, to the writer owing his mother "a lot.")





My heart has already been at home although my body stays here. I doubly miss my family when waiting in a long queue for a baked sweet potato. That is the smell of December in my hometown, a village far away. After all, I'll be sleeping in my dear mother's arms in a month's time!

After I arrive home, I'll accompany my parents to visit my grandpa and cousin in town. An old man with a little boy lives a hard, lonely life. I also want to call on some of my teachers since it is they who sent me here—China's number-one university. I have prepared two expensive presents: an English-English dictionary for my English teacher and a set of nursery rhymes for my Chinese teacher's little son. They cost me an arm and a leg. I comfort myself that I contribute to the education of my high school in this way.

Some friends have invited me to their homes for a couple of days. They are still high school students due to having failed the college entrance examination. They are eager to know my college life and study experiences.

Before Spring Festival, I intend to spend three or four days making up my computer lessons with my brother's help.

I owe my mother a lot. Since I went away to school at six years of age, I have left her farther and farther away. My brother is in Guangdong and won't be back this winter; my father always works from dawn until dusk on village affairs and seldom has his meals at home. So, my mother is quite lonely with a big empty house. I have decided to stay with her as long as I can this vacation, and future vacations.





Happy Family

(This is an example of Illustration writing. The writer is illustrating the concept of Happy Family. This is more of an illustration than a definition because the writer is simply giving an example of her experience rather than writing that to be a happy family these things must be present—which would make it Definition writing.)





I think I am a lucky girl, for I have a happy family and parents who love me—heart and soul. My father is an engineer and my mother is an accountant. They are very happy and lively. They like taking a walk after supper. During their walking time, they talk about what they did during the day, or of memories of past times. My parents also like riding bikes to the outskirts of the city in springtime. When I was young, I sat on my father's bike. After I could ride a bike by myself, all three of us rode bikes. Influenced by them, I like riding a bike very much.

They are supportive to me all the time. When I encounter some difficulties I feel disappointed, but they tell me, "You are the best." My mother told me that the most important thing is to be happy and healthy. She sends me a short message everyday, "Are you happy today?"

I love my parents. They are the most important people in my life.





My Father

(This is Description writing. The Introduction is somewhat vague because the reader must assume that the reason the writer hasn't seen her father for a year is because of school. It would be better if the writer stated so. For example, "Being away at school, I haven't seen my father for a whole year. I miss him very much." The image of the bad weather and the dialogue between the writer and her father are very effective. The reader can feel the love between parent and child.)





I haven't seen my father for a whole year, so I miss him very much. Every night before sleep, he appears in my mind.

My father loves me very much. I remember him taking me to school every week during the period of middle school. One morning it was raining very hard, and soon the road became rough with pot holes of water. The wind was so strong that trees on the roadside shook violently. There were few people on the road except my father and me. He took me to school by bicycle. I could see he rode against the wind with great effort. So, I said, "Dad, the weather is so bad. Let's walk to school." He answered, "It doesn't matter. The weather can't overwhelm your father. And, you'll be late if we walk to school." He rode on, with his hair blown into a mass by the wind. By that time my eyes had become filled with tears. I was so proud of having such a good father.





Going Back to Childhood

(This writer uses Description and Narration writing to describe an event from childhood. The descriptive writing is mature and complex, using compound sentence structures, vivid adjectives and strong simile. For example, "The navy blue water of the sea and the golden sand of the beach were shining under the sun, as if millions of twinkling pearls spread out from where we stood to the border of the sea and the sky; the continual waves stroking the beach and arousing a pleasing song, as if an orchestra were performing a melodious symphony; and the gentle breeze blowing across us with the distinctive smell of the sea, as if just having had a warm bath—so fresh and comfortable it was!" Because similes are used, this is Eloquent style. While it can be effective for Narration and Description writing, Eloquent style should be kept to a minimum, or avoided altogether, in exposition writing. Without simile, this paragraph would read: The navy blue water of the sea and the golden sand of the beach sparkled under the sun; the continual waves against the shore produced a melodious sound; and the gentle breeze blew the distinctive smell of the sea across us—so fresh and comfortable it was!)





Lolling back on the easy chair, I was watching the blue sky, waiting for a piece of white cloud to pass by, and also expecting something exciting to happen. Life in the countryside is really peaceful and relaxing. What's more, I can dream for a long time. But, lacking in novel things, sometimes it becomes a little bit boring. Mother, a creative person, would never let this boring last long.

"Aha, let me bring you to my childhood!" Mother suddenly suggested a surprising idea.

"What?" Father and I were confused.

"Just follow me!"

Before Father and I could find out what she meant, Mother had collected all the necessary things and was ready to go.

After a ten-minute journey, we arrived at a river, which I had never seen before. Being there, it seemed as if I had jumped into a Chinese landscape painting.

Besieged by an endless range of high green hills, I stood by a limpid river, in the middle of which was a fisherman sitting in a small boat, swaying in the river's gentle current.

"Hey, look!" Mother pointed to the small island on the other side of the river, "It's the very place we are going."

Taking a small boat (the easiest way to cross the river), we landed on the island. Along a winding narrow road, which may have been the only road on the island, we started our adventure. At first sight it seemed that the island was deserted, because grass everywhere grew disorderly and confused. But, when we went further in, the scenes were absolutely different. First, we saw a very beautiful lotus pool. The pool was not very large, but every blossom in it was fully bloomed and showing a different kind of charm. Leaving the lotus pool, without walking for a long distance, we approached a broad, wide field of sweet corn which was neat and endless. Facing that wonderful scenery, Father and I could hardly believe our eyes. But, to Mother, it seemed that all those things had been anticipated.

"Hurry! The most splendid thing is coming." Mother urged us to go on.

In front of us, Mother loped faster and faster. It seemed something magnetized her onward. Suddenly, I heard the vague voice of the sea. As we moved forward, the sound became closer and clearer.

"Come on!" said Mother leading us into some high weeds.

"Oh! How wonderful it is!" Father and I exclaimed at the same time when we went through the weeds.

The navy blue water of the sea and the golden sand of the beach were shining under the sun, as if millions of twinkling pearls spread out from where we stood to the border of the sea and the sky; the continual waves stroking the beach and arousing a pleasing song, as if an orchestra were performing a melodious symphony; and the gentle breeze blowing across us with the distinctive smell of the sea, as if just having had a warm bath—so fresh and comfortable it was!

"I am back!" Mother cried loudly towards the sea. "Thank you for waiting!"

Sitting on the beach, Mother began to reminisce about her wonderful childhood: Harvesting lotus seeds in the pool, plucking corn in the sweet corn fields, picking shells on that beach, and so on. Everything she told us was detailed and interesting, and we knew that, to my mother, these were things worth memorizing throughout one's whole life. After that, on occasion Mother's face would raise a very childish smile, and we knew she was going back to her childhood.





Couch Potato

(This is great Description writing. After reading through this essay, can you identify why it is so well-written? Can you see the cat on the sofa, its ears barely visible? This writing is so much more detailed and descriptive than just writing "the cat was asleep on the sofa." Can you imagine the parents, and being a "victim" of the mother's cooking creations or the father's stern looks? Isn't it effective, at the end, to finally have the meaning of the title "Couch Potato" resolved? If you can "see" all of these things, you are beginning to recognize what makes good Description writing.)





My family is not a big one—my parents, me, and a cat. When I am back home from school, I often see the cat asleep on the sofa, a tangle of pale fawn fur and brown legs and tail, with its lovely head buried in a pile of cushions, except for two visible ears. And mother would hand me a glass of milk with a smile. How sweet and warm the family is; especially when I am 2,000 miles away from home!

My parents are both doctors. My mother is interesting while my father is a bit serious about everything. One of my mother's hobbies is to make new kinds of food dishes; and, naturally, my father and I become victims of her ambition—we have to eat everything she cooks.

My father hardly smiles. I think it may be the result of his experience in the Army as a colonel. But I admire him because he involves himself in endless studying. He has dipped into computers, gardening, photography, and he has even learned how to dance. However, he hates TV. Once he lay back on the sofa in front of the TV set and put on his glasses for a TV talk show. Ten minutes later, I heard steady snores.

The most vivid member of my family is my little cat. Like all other cats she likes milk and napping, and hates a bath. She also likes TV advertisements. She may sit in front of the TV, staring at it for several hours. My father calls her the "couch potato."





Bookworm

(This is a well-written example of Description and Narration writing. Can you identify all of the reasons why it is so well-written and effective? In addition, notice the use of dashes to set off the further explanation of the thickness of the book her father would fetch every two days. Notice that there is a space before and after the dash, and that there is a dash at the beginning of the set-off phrase and one at the end. Notice the explanation "it was always so" set off by parentheses. Also notice the use of dialogue and the format used, setting off each line of dialogue. This essay is not only well-written because of its descriptive word choices and vivid images, and the logical order to the events of the story, but also because of the excellent grammar, sentence structuring, emphasis, and formatting.)





The noise of Dad's bicycle faded out, and I knew that he had gone to work. Nobody was at home then except me. With nothing to do, I lazily sat on the sofa, gazing at the beams of afternoon sunlight streaming in through the window, highlighting the tiny dust particles in the air.

I picked up a thin, green-covered book and skimmed over a few pages, and then dropped it back onto the tea table. I had already read it several times since yesterday. Looking at Dad's study door, which was locked (it was always so), I sighed. Dad never allowed me to read books too fast because of my poor eyesight. Every two days, he would fetch one book and only one book—sometimes thin and sometimes thick—from his collections and provide it for me to read, and then he would lock the study. But I read books quickly, and would always finish the book in one day or less. So, for the other day, I would have nothing to do. How I wished one day that I could be in Dad's study all day long, reading as many books as I liked.

Staring at the study door, I noticed something a little unusual. Oh, it was the key! The key was in the door! Dad must have forgotten it when he hurried to the office. I was overjoyed. What a God-given chance!

Walking on tiptoe as if afraid of being heard by somebody nearby, I approached the brown study door. It was wonderful to hear the key turning in the lock, and the door creaking open.

The room was a dark blue gloom as the curtains were drawn. Bookshelves, as high as the ceiling, were placed against the walls around the room. All of Dad's books were placed orderly on the shelves, subject by subject, size by size. I felt as if I were in a sea of books within this room, and I could not even decide which book to read, as there were so many good ones I had longed for. I picked out one book and then put it back, and then picked it out again. One, two, three... more and more books I picked out, and I nearly could not hold them. At last, as I had picked an armful of books, I decided to go out and read.

Just then, someone pulled me: "Get up, how can you be sleeping on the sofa, you may catch a cold!" It was my Dad's voice. I opened my eyes and found myself lying on the sofa with a pillow in my arms.

"Where are my books?" I asked, without realizing that I had just been dreaming.

"What books?"

"Well, oh... I mean, where is my book?" It was just a dream and I had come back to reality.

"Do you mean this book?" Dad took out a thick book with a black cover. "This is the book for the next two days."

"Hooray!" I happily took the book and went to my room to read.

Well, although it was just a dream to read an armful of books, I had something to read now, after all.





Their Love I Don't Know

(This Narration uses Description writing to express feelings—the adjectives and descriptive phrases generate emotion rather than visual image. For example, "never talked," "gave me a slight smile," "peaceful life," "became busier and busier," "have the feeling," "says nothing.")





My mother is a researcher in medical science, and my father is an ordinary section member. I have always wondered whether it was for special historical reasons that my mother was married to my father. They have never talked about this. Once I asked my mother about it, but she only gave me a slight smile.

Father and Mother live a peaceful life, no quarrels at all. But, I still think that they are not happy. They seldom talk with each other. As my mother became busier and busier, my father took up most of the housework. When Mother did her research by the lamplight, Father would clear away all the dishes. Every night when mother worked late into the night, Father would watch TV as late as she worked, but the TV wouldn't have any sound.

I have the feeling that Mother doesn't like Father watching TV every night, but she says nothing about it. Several times she even told him to turn up the TV. Then Father would say it doesn't matter whether the TV has sound or not.

After a while, Mother went abroad on the invitation of an English research institution. Before going, she said to Father: "Well, after I go, you can turn up the TV set." Father just smiled, simply and honestly.

It was strange, however, that after mother left, Father seldom watched TV. Instead, every night, he would sit before Mother's computer and read a book on how to use a computer. I have never seen my father read a book before. So why, why would he read a book on computers? Anyhow, at last, Father was able to use a computer, and he turned on my mother's.

I wondered if there were any secrets in the computer. Mother never had a password, for Father didn't know how to use the computer. But now he could. I was afraid that maybe he would see something that Mother didn't want him to see. I have always thought that their marriage was not a success; but they were my parents and I didn't wish them to leave each other.

It seemed that Father hadn't heard from Mother for a long time. I thought he was sad about this, so I never asked him. But my worry increased day by day. So, one day, when Father was out, I turned on Mother's computer.

In the computer, except for the long thesis on medicine, there were no such inner monologues as I had imagined. Then, I opened the e-mail box. To my surprise, there were many newly-sent e-mails. They were from Mother. I read the latest one. It was short, only one sentence: "Every night, I want to come home." The receiver was Father.

I stood there in a daze for a long time, watching the e-mail, tears coming down my cheeks. I don't know why, because I didn't need to worry about them—for their special, silent love. I don't know. Suddenly I realized that there were so many things in life I didn't understand.





My Mother

(This Description essay makes effective use of short sentences: "She is a clever woman." "She is a diligent woman." "I almost envy him." "Three years passed.")





I want to introduce my mother. In my eyes she is very beautiful. She has big eyes, raven hair, a sharp jaw and thin figure. I can image that when she was young, she must have been a beauty.

She is a clever woman. She knows how to make her husband and child feel happy. She is good at communicating. I don't think there is a generation gap between us. When I share my ideas with her she is a good listener. When I am vexed she always stays with me.

She is a diligent woman. She bears all the housework. And she does it so well that she doesn't need my father's help at all. I almost envy him. When I was at senior middle school, I needed to get up at six o'clock in the morning. She also got up that early in order to prepare breakfast for me. Three years passed. She never got up late.

She is a careful woman. She cares for our living details and tries to make us live comfortably.

I think she is a standard Chinese woman, dutiful wife and loving mother.





Family

(This writer uses Definition and Illustration writing to explain what "family" means to her. Rather than use a complete sentence to introduce the term "family" at the beginning of each paragraph, the writer states the word "family" and then sets off the definition using a dash. She then follows the definition with an example, answering the question "Why?" and validating the meaning she has stated. This style is effective for a short essay but would not be effective for a longer one—possibly useful for the Introduction paragraph only.)





Family—the place that I originally came from. At the moment I was born, I was given my family name as my first name. And, since then, family and I have found an inseparable connection.

Family—the place that I first think of when I am sad and defeated. Why? Because they are my closest relatives. Mother's affection, Father's support and Brother's help can make me forget sadness and regain my confidence. Family is the source of love. From a babbling baby to a sound girl, family has given me countless love and support. Many times when I was at a loss and didn't know how to proceed, family helped me to clear the confusion and choose the right way to go. Without family, I can confirmatively say that it's impossible for me to exist in this world.

Family—the place that I first think of when I am happy and successful. Why? Because they are my closest relatives. Mother's contentment, Father's approval and Brother's praise can make me feel happier and gain the power to make further progress. Happiness and success are the things that should be shared with others. To me, family is who I want most to share my happiness and success with. If there were no family to enjoy them with me, happiness and success would be tasteless and meaningless to me.

Family—the place I eagerly go back to no matter how far away I have left it. Why? Because they are my closest relatives. Mother's concerning, Father's missing and Brother's waiting can make me feel guilty for leaving them so far away. Family is not luxury, but it's comfortable. Family is not very beautiful, but it's attractive. Everything in it is so familiar to me and can make me feel warm and safe. Family is the only place in the world that I am willing to stay for my lifetime.

So, family is the most important thing in my life. I will love them forever.





My Bedroom

(The images in this Description writing are detailed and well organized. Some minor corrections need to be made: In the fifth sentence, the first verb "is" should be past tense "was". The quilt was embroidered by her grandmother, whose needlework is very delicate. The grandmother embroidered the quilt in the past, even though her needlework continues to be very delicate today. In the last paragraph, the sentence "Before that I learned to play piano for seven years." should read "Before that, I studied piano for seven years." Instead of using three words [learned to play], one word [studied] should be used.)





In my dreams I often see my bedroom in my home. Maybe I'm a little homesick. My bedroom is a small room; my little bed is beside the wooden door. My bed is very soft and covered with a thick quilt. The quilt is embroidered by my grandmother, whose needlework is very delicate. The figure of the embroidery is a picture of a peony. My grandma did its needlework when I was born twenty years ago. Above the bed an enlarged photo of me is hanging on the wall. I was dressed like a Japanese girl in this photo. Though I don't like this photo very much, my parents think I'm fit to dress like that—a large dress to hide my weight. I seem like a little girl, as they wish, who wouldn't grow up .

There is a little bookshelf in the opposite corner of the bedroom. I sit there doing some easy reading before I go to bed. I read and relax myself. Six years ago, I had a piano in my bedroom, but for some reason it was sold. Before that I learned to play piano for seven years. I regret that I had to give up practicing and learning piano, and just devote myself to the boring study in school. Maybe I will buy another piano when I can earn enough money. It will be black and I will adorn it with mini-sculptures, as I did before.





My Hometown—A Little Seaside City

(This is a delightful Description of a student's hometown by the sea. She doesn't describe the seaside as much as she describes her experiences there—particularly with her father. One sentence is a bit awkward: "When I was a little girl, my father and I often went to the seaside for drinking beer." The phrase "for drinking beer" should be changed to "to drink beer." The problem that results is that the sentence implies that the little girl, as well as her father, drank beer. I believe, from the rest of the essay, that only the father drank beer at the seaside. So, this sentence lacks Coherence and should be changed. In addition, some of the adjectives and descriptive phrases are abstract, such as "means a lot to me," "had a great effect on me," "kind, great and strict" and "graceful, delightful and mysterious things." These words can mean different things to different people; therefore, the descriptions should be more specific. Asking the questions "Why ...?" and "What ...?" should generate more specific descriptions: Why did the sea have a great effect on her? What effect did it have? Why was her father great? In what way was he strict? What mysterious things did the sea teach?)





I grew up by the seaside. The blue sea means a lot to me and has had a great effect on me.

If I talk about the sea I have to talk about my father who likes drinking wine very much. When I was a little girl, my father and I often went to the seaside for drinking beer. My memories of the sea include my father who is kind, great and strict.

I would often go to the seaside with my father. He would encourage me to listen to the sound of the sea waves, which seemed to me a silly thing to do. "It's just a noise; not any great thing. Why is my father so interested in it?" I thought to myself. At the beginning, I didn't understand at all. My father smiled and whispered to me, "With your heart, you will hear the calling of the sea. The great sea can tell you many graceful, delightful and mysterious things. You just try and try." I laid by the seaside, closed my eyes, and carefully listened to the beautiful sound. "I hear, I hear; I really hear!" My father taught me the greatest and most wonderful music in the world.

The blue sea has become a part of my life. When I feel disappointed or terrible, I run to the seaside and have a look at my old friend. It seems as if she knows my secrets and tries to advise me. The blue sea is always moving, never stopping; sometimes the waves are big, sometimes they are little.

Wherever I go I always think of my old friend. She is connected to my good old days, my interesting and memorable childhood, my sadness and smiles, my great father and sea animals. She plays an important role in my life—not only as my friend, but also my fellow, my teacher, my parents, who are always instructing me.





My Hometown—Xi'an

(This Description Illustration writing compares Xi'an to Beijing in Point by Point format. Each point—the size of the city, the food, and the people—is described briefly. The examples given are good, although some expansion is needed. The information about Xi'an food could be expanded to describe the types of foods: how do they look, taste, smell, etc.? The third paragraph lacks Coherence. The first sentence, the topic sentence, is about the people of Xi'an. But the remaining sentences are summary—the Conclusion—which should be a separate paragraph. So the paragraph on the people of Xi'an would need to be expanded: how are they warm and straightforward? What example could be given to validate this statement?)





My hometown is Xi'an—a city with thousands of years of history. It is not as large a city as Beijing, for there are too many areas of historic interest in Xi'an so it is hard to build new buildings. Some people say that no matter where you dig a hole in Xi'an, you will find some antique things. Of course that is not probable, but there are many antique things under the ground in Xi'an. To avoid destroying them, there isn't an underground railway in Xi'an now.

There are many delicious foods in Xi'an, and most of them are very cheap. Along the roads of Xi'an there are many small restaurants. If you only have five yuan ([image: alt]
 0.60) in your pocket, take care—you will have a full lunch!

The people of Xi'an are warm and straightforward. Although Xi'an is not as advanced as Beijing, and sometimes it looks dirty, I love Xi'an deeply. Xi'an is not a city that makes you fall in love with it at first sight, but you will regard it as your home when you stay there.





Spring Festival

(This Description writing describes the activities of Spring Festival. The writer effectively uses short sentences with longer sentences. The description of her father's cooking, especially fish, is good. The second paragraph lacks Coherence. The first sentence—about cleaning—is not related to the remaining sentences—about making dumplings.)





Spring Festival is important for Chinese people. So it is with my family. My mother begins to buy many special goods for Spring Festival one week before it arrives. She buys clothes, food, fruit, sweets, gifts, flowers, and so on. Father's job is to cook all the dishes. My father is good at cooking. Especially fish. He can cook very delicious fish! It's good-looking as well as tasty. I like father's fried fish best.

Cleaning is my task and my brother is willing to help me. We have dumplings on Spring Festival Eve. My brother and I have learned to make dumplings. My brother likes to make dumplings of strange shapes. So, we have pig-shaped dumplings, fish-shaped dumplings, and some I can't tell what they are!

Everyone has much to do for Spring Festival. We attempt to do all that we can to make our family more comfortable and happier.





Christmas and Spring Festival

(This writer uses Definition, Illustration, and Description writing in a Compare/Contrast essay in Point by Point format. Each topic is defined based on its origin and word meaning. Each point—the differences and similarities—is illustrated with descriptive examples. The descriptions are well-written. For example, "...shrouded in the warm, delightful atmosphere impregnated by the color red. Red are the lights hung under the roofs; red are the couplets stuck to the doors; red are the cheeks of people's happiness." This is effective not only because of the vivid images created, but also because of the parallelism used: red are the ...; red are the ...; etc.)





Christmas and Spring Festival are the most important holidays in the countries where they are celebrated. Christmas is most popular in Christian countries, while Spring Festival is most popular in China. During these holiday seasons, people make everything at its best and hold various ceremonies. This process is in indeed a display of traditions and customs. Taking a close look at Christmas and Spring Festival, we will find some interesting differences and similarities.

The greatest difference between Christmas and Spring Festival is their origins. "Christmas" means "celebration of Christ" and honors the time when Jesus, the founder of Christianity, was born. Although the exact date is unknown, people have accepted December 25th as the celebration date, which was chosen by church leaders long ago. Spring Festival actually comes from an ancient superstitious ceremony. In the early days, it was a process of imitating death. People at that time believed that "nian" (meaning "year" literally) was a fearful giant that would come at the end of the year. To avoid being taken by "nian," they stuck couplets to the door and kept them closed till the next morning, pretending that they were dead.

But these traditions have changed somewhat over the years. The purely religious aspect of Christmas is fading now; Christmas is no longer for Christians only, but for all people. The situation is the same with Spring Festival. The fact is, most people celebrate it because it is the beginning of a new year; very few people know where Spring Festival originally came from. Although the traditional ways are still many people's choice, more and more people prefer to spend Christmas Eve, or the evening before Spring Festival, going out.

Another obvious distinction between Christmas and Spring Festival is the colors. If you walk on the street in China during Spring Festival, you may find yourself shrouded in the warm, delightful atmosphere impregnated by the color red. Red are the lights hung under the roofs; red are the couplets stuck to the doors; red are the cheeks of people's happiness. At this time, the winter may not feel so cold. Christmas, however, is a bit more colorful. In addition to red, the colors of green and white are also used a lot. Father Christmas, best loved by the children, is dressed in red and white; and a Christmas without the white of snow or the green of a Christmas tree is not perfect.

Despite these differences, Christmas and Spring Festival share many things in common. They are the time for get-togethers. People rush back home from all over the country, even the world. No one wants to miss the opportunity to stay with his family, to show his love to others and to know that he is not alone. This is the time for blessings and wishes. At this time of the year, everyone hopes for the best.

The interesting thing about these holidays is that children seem to enjoy them most. It is hard to imagine what Christmas and Spring Festival would be like without children. Both in China and in western countries, children are given gifts at these holiday times, although the gifts are different. Children may also ask for some little luxuries, and very often they will be satisfied. However, the most valuable aspect of these holidays for children may be that they are not only the time for them to do what they like, without fear of punishment, but also the time of rare opportunities to have their parents play with them—to get all the attention they want.

The differences and similarities between Christmas and Spring Festival are far more than these above. They are the reflection of two different cultures. However, when compared they reveal some fundamental sensibilities of all humans: love for life and hope for the future.





The Necessity of Baby Control

(This writer uses Illustration and Persuasion writing in this Cause/Effect essay. The Thesis Statement is strong: "The reason why the Chinese government has the policy of baby control is because there are too many people in China." The arguments are persuasive. They are supported by excellent examples and convincing facts.

A sentence in the third paragraph is awkward: "The people who are almost 5 times more than American people live in a place, which is almost the same as American." First, the number "5" should be spelled out. Secondly, what does the sentence mean? What I think the writer is trying to say is: "There are five times more people living in China than in America; yet the living space is almost the same as in America."

The second to the last paragraph also has an awkward sentence: "China needs to be able to feed well its population, which is 22% of the world's in its cultivated land which is only 7% of the world's." The phrases ending with "world's" are unclear.World's what? A better sentence is: "China needs to be able to feed well its population, which has 22% of the world's entire population, yet has only 7% of the world's cultivated land." In addition, this paragraph starts out discussing the heavy burden on national resources, such as water, electricity and gas. But it ends discussing solving the rice problem. These two thoughts need to be connected. One possibility is adding the word "food" to the list of national resources: "...the heavy burden on national resources, such as food, water, electricity and gas."

This essay's Conclusion is too brief. There is no summarization. However, the concluding sentence is powerful and persuasive.)





Baby control is one of China's special policies. Although the Chinese government has explained it many times to the world public, because of some cultural distinctions, most foreigners still cannot understand it. Lots of my foreign friends ask me: "Why does your government have the policy of baby control? Do you think it is necessary?" They also say, "Don't you think that breeding children is one of the rights of human beings?" Actually, the answer is very simple. The reason why the Chinese government has the policy of baby control is because there are too many people in China.

China's present population is almost 1.3 billion. Chinese people, especially the old, have a traditional concept that the more children they have, the happier their family will be. So, they give birth to as many children as they can. Many people, especially those on farms, think that sons are better than daughters, because sons will belong to them forever while daughters will belong to another family when they marry. If they have sons, their grandchildren will still have their family name; while if they have daughters, their grandchildren will have another family name. So, some people bear children continually until they have a son. I know of cases where families have had as many as nine daughters but the man still wanted his wife to bear him more children because he wanted to have a son. And, just before the Chinese liberation in 1949, many people were needed to join the army for domestic and international political reasons. So the policy at that time was to encourage giving birth to children. Mothers who bore lots of children were regarded as national heroes. For these reasons, if the Chinese government did not take a powerful policy position to control the population, the population today would be several times larger than the present one. What a mess! We cannot imagine.

Such a large population is a heavy burden on the Chinese government, the national resources and the environment. Each year, the government spends a fortune to look after new babies, which costs a large part of its GDP. It should be spending that money for economic development and the construction of fundamental equipment, which is good for the development of the whole nation. Because living space cannot be enlarged at the same time as the population increases, if the government does not control the birth rate, there will not be enough living space for people to live in China. The people who are almost 5 times more than American people live in a place, which is almost the same as American. We can only imagine what a situation it is! If the government does not control the birth rate, there will not be enough jobs for everyone and the unemployed population will increase, which will lead to a lot of social problems.

Such a large population is also a heavy burden on national resources, such as water, electricity and gas. China needs to be able to feed well its population, which is 22% of the world's in its cultivated land which is only 7% of the world's. So at present, the most important problem for Chinese people to solve is the rice problem.

If China lets its population increase out of control, what the Chinese will lose is not the right to bear babies, but the fundamental right of all human beings—the right to live.

6. Thoughts on China

（中国篇）





Beijingers and Shanghainese

(This writer uses Illustration writing to Compare and Contrast the two cities and people of Beijing and Shanghai. A Point by Point internal structure is used.

To improve the essay the following corrections need to be made: First, the Thesis Statement is vague, "Beijingers and Shanghainese have formed their own special characteristics." It should be narrowed in focus—what specific characteristics? The characteristics should be mentioned in the Thesis Statement and then each one should be discussed and illustrated in the body of the essay. And, they should be mentioned in the order presented in the Thesis Statement. In this essay, the reader must read all the way to the end to know what characteristics the writer is comparing. Most readers will lose interest if the Introduction doesn't specify what the essay will cover. In addition, the information presented is based on the writer's opinion—without evidence to support it. Good exposition writing requires evidence and critical analysis of information.

Some sentences and phrases are awkward. One example is the first sentence of paragraph two. There is no parallelism to the sentence structure. The writer mentions "modern city" and fast pace when describing Shanghai, but only mentions the slow pace of Beijing. In order for the sentence to have parallel structure, the type of city and pace would need to be mentioned about both cities. Also, in that same sentence, the phrase "of such high working tempo" is vague. A better phrase is "with a fast pace." The phrase "in my impression" should be omitted. And, some of the adverb placements are wrong. For example, in paragraph five, the clause "...he will invite you to dinner in his house warmdy" should be "he will warmly invite you to dinner at his house.")





Beijing and Shanghai are of great significance to China. Beijing is the capital while Shanghai is the largest city. Living in two such important cities, Beijingers and Shanghainese have formed their own special characteristics, which can be viewed from several aspects.

Beijingers lead a slow-rhythm life, while Shanghainese live in a modern city of such high working tempo. In Beijing, at dusk, you can see many people taking a leisurely walk in the streets with their dogs following lazily. In my impression, Beijingers walk slowly, speak slowly and do their work unhurriedly. So, in Beijing, low working efficiency has been a problem for a long time. On the other hand, Shanghainese seem to be in a hurry all day. To some extent, Shanghainese are very much like Americans. I am quite surprised that Shanghainese never seem to feel tired; they walk quickly, speak quickly, and do everything quickly. They have high efficiency in their work and in their everyday life. It is no wonder that foreigners like to do business with Shanghainese.

Though Beijingers live a leisurely life, their life quality is not as high as Shanghainese's. Beijingers don't care about small matters. They dress at their own pleasure, decorate their houses simply and pay little attention to their diet. In Beijing, dishes are cooked crudely—everything is cut in big pieces and put on big plates. Things in Shanghai are different. Shanghainese pursue a delicate life. Their clothes are of high quality and made in elegant styles; their houses are usually decorated tastefully; their dishes are prepared in a subtle way—the dishes are made delicate and pretty. As a result, they are famous for their beautiful looks and wonderful favors.

So, what has caused these two different lifestyles? The answer is their different psychology, which is closely related to the different functions of these two cities. Being the political and cultural center of China, Beijing provides for its citizens a great cultural atmosphere. Beijingers are very proud of their cultural heritage; as a result, they will probably start a conversation by talking about culture or politics. On the contrary, Shanghai is well-known as China's economic center, where almost everything evolves around money. Therefore, the economy is the most favorite topic to Shanghainese. Once a Shanghainese starts to talk about the economy, you will find he or she has a great knowledge of it; and, at the same time, it may be hard to make him stop.

What's more, the distinct psychology has great influence on the means Beijingers and Shanghainese take to make friends. Beijingers appear friendly to everyone—even if you meet a Beijinger for the first time, he will invite you to dinner in his house warmly. However, if you really go, you will find he is not as happy as you think he will be. So, Beijingers seem to have a lot of friends; but, in fact, only a few real ones. In Shanghai, you will usually find it difficult to mix into their society. As most Shanghainese are rich, they somewhat look down upon people from other places. Shanghainese are shrewd in making friends with others and calculate exactly the expenditure if they go out with you. But once you become a friend with them, they will do their best when help is needed.

It is interesting to study Beijingers and Shanghainese. I believe if one knows more about their characteristics, one will find it easier to get along with people from these two cities. And, after becoming better acquainted, one will recognize these characteristics in them even more.





Chinese Mode of Thinking (unedited)

(This is Illustration writing in Division/Classification format with Point by Point structure. The topic is unique and different, catching the reader's attention. The information, research and theories presented are very interesting and relevant.

Some improvements can be made to the essay: In sentence one, the superlative form of "the most important difference" is probably not correct; so the phrase "one of the most important differences" should be used instead. Also in the first paragraph, the phrase "striking this aspect to the marrow" is eloquent and, therefore, vague and abstract. The phrase should be omitted from the sentence, which should begin: "We can divide characteristics ..." Another sentence begins with "A lot of experience shows ..." What experience? The writer needs to be specific in order to give credibility to the information. Also, the word "contradictories" is used. A better word choice is "contradictions." The phrase "relatively stability" should be "relative stability." Other sentences and phrases are also unclear. I have underlined the sentences and phrases that should be rewritten. Then, following this unedited essay I have provided an edited version for you to see the corrections.)





People's modes of thinking are the most important difference
 between western and eastern worlds. They are, as well, the cause of the differences between the two cultures. To some extent, mode of thinking is the most influential factor of culture. Striking this aspect to the marrow
 , we can divide characteristics of the Chinese way of thinking into different points in order to see the differences from the western way of thinking.

First, holding the doctrine of the mean is one of the characteristics from the aspect of epistemology
 . Generally, it is considered to be the most important and basic factor of Chinese thinking. A lot of experience
 shows that the Chinese like to see to the contradictories of everything from the concept of universal contact, transformation and comple
 X. Furthermore, they regard contradictories
 to be universal; that is to say, they exist everywhere in the world. So, they prefer to choose the golden mean to deal with contradictories
 . Americans see the world from relatively stability
 ; consequently, they like to draw a certain thing
 from the whole circumstance and judge it for right or wrong. This difference causes the different method in dealing with problems: Chinese prefer to ask for consultation, while Americans prefer to use law and regulation.

In fact, there are three theories in Chinese dialectics: Transformation, Contradiction and Golden Mean. From Transformation, we can see that the whole world is in the state of eternal change, so judgment cannot be right forever. From Contradiction, we can see that everything is an entity of contradiction, which is the essence and foundation of everything. From Golden Mean, we can see that everything has no certain end and extent seems to be an important factor to decide
 . Different from these concepts, Americans hold a belief in formal logic created by Aristotle, which emphasizes unity and non-contradiction. Influenced by this logic, they believe that the same subject cannot be right and wrong at the same time, but right or wrong.

For Chinese, these folk epistemologies can be seen from the concept of Confucianism—the main traditional school in Chinese history. Through thousands of years, it has become the Chinese mode of thinking. I want to analyze the effect of this characteristic from the doctrine of the mean (not because I am Chinese, but to see the overall effect. Maybe I am unconsciously influenced by the traditional mode of thinking. I don't know.)
 . As the famous writer Lu Xun wrote, Chinese are deeply poisoned by Confucianism; so if there is no intensive proposition, even a moderate reformation is impossible. This is the passive effect. From the positive point of view, it gets rid of extremism and one-sidedness, and leads to rational thinking.

Second, holistic thinking is another distinct mode of thinking of the Chinese. Compared to Americans, Chinese like to analyze and treat problems from the holistic point of view. They put emphasis on connection and contact; while western people, especially Americans, prefer to put the subject away from the background
 and analyze it individually; that is to say, they put emphasis on the characteristics of the individual. In the experiment of rod-and-frame
 , Chinese thinking failed, because they are not used to dividing the individual from the whole background.

This mode of thinking creates a great influence on Chinese society and living. Chinese people always
 relate the individual with his or her background, family origin and circumstance when judging a person, but not from his or her own characteristics. This way of thinking and doing may over-emphasize the effect of circumstance, and at the same time ignore the importance of the individual. Western people emphasize the importance of the individual to the opposite
 . They might even ignore the circumstances and background, which leads to the school of individualism. There is
 a very interesting explanation by an English historian, Joseph Needham: The Chinese obtained an understanding of the theory of "field" and "remote force" much earlier than western people, while western people elicited the concept of electromagnetic and quantum mechanics much earlier than the Chinese. This may have something to do with the mode of thinking—the holistic thinking.

The research of this part
 done by Peng Kaiping shows some concrete details of this mode of thinking:

1. A lot of things are connected, although they seem to have no relation.

2. When one changes oneself, he changes people related to him at the same time.

3. The nature of people does not change as time goes by.

4. One thing can always contradict itself.

5. The deeds are influenced by the circumstance.

6. Contradictions exist when one is dealing with some problems.

7. A lot of people consider their way of thinking identical with others.

8. A lot of people do things they do not like, but only to please others.

The two modes of thinking discussed above are two major characteristics of Chinese thinking.


There is
 another division supported by some analysts
 . They hold the view that the Chinese mode of thinking includes five points: Connection (they admit the universal contact); Transformation (they consider everything is changing and complete stillness does not exist); Contradiction (admitting that contradiction is the foundation of our epistemology); Neutralism (this mode is used to deal with the contradiction; Chinese always do away with extremism); Concordance (Chinese do not like conflict with others and will try their best to keep coherence; at least in appearance). In fact, these five factors are already included in the two major parts I mentioned previously. Therefore, this kind of division is coherent with the first one
 .

Mode of thinking is important in the research of culture. So, understanding the Chinese doctrine of the mean and holistic thinking contributes greatly to the understanding of our culture.





Chinese Mode of Thinking(edited)

Mode of thinking is one of the most important differences between western and eastern worlds. It is the cause of the differences between the two cultures. To some extent, mode of thinking is the most influential factor of culture. Looking at this concept in depth, viewing the different characteristics of the Chinese way of thinking can help us see the differences from the western way of thinking.

First, considering the origin of the Chinese way of thinking, upholding the doctrine of the "mean" is one important characteristic. Generally, it is considered to be the most important and basic factor of Chinese thinking. Experience shows that Chinese people like to view contradictions from the concepts of universal contact, transformation and complexity. Furthermore, they regard contradictions to be universal; that is to say, they exist everywhere in the world. So, they prefer to choose the "golden mean" to deal with contradictions. Americans see the world from relative stability. Consequently, they like to draw a conclusion from the whole circumstance and judge it for right or wrong. This illustrates the difference in modes of thinking when dealing with problems: Chinese prefer to ask for consultation, while Americans prefer to use law and regulation.

In fact, there are three theories in Chinese dialectics: Transformation, Contradiction and Golden Mean. From Transformation, we see that the whole world is in a state of eternal change, so judgment cannot be right forever. From Contradiction, we see that everything is an entity of contradiction, which is the essence and foundation of everything. From Golden Mean, we see that everything has no specific end and extent is an important factor to decide. Different from these concepts, Americans hold a belief in formal logic created by Aristotle, which emphasizes unity and non-contradiction. Influenced by this logic, they believe that the same subject cannot be right and wrong at the same time, but right or wrong.

For Chinese, these folk epistemologies can be traced to the concept of Confucianism—the main traditional school in Chinese history. Through thousands of years, it has become the Chinese mode of thinking. In this essay I will analyze the effect of this characteristic from the doctrine of the mean. As the famous writer Lu Xun wrote, Chinese people are deeply poisoned by Confucianism; so if there is no intensive proposition, even a moderate reformation is impossible. This is the passive effect. From the positive point of view, it gets rid of extremism and one-sidedness, and leads to rational thinking.

Second, holistic thinking is another distinct mode of thinking of the Chinese people. Compared to Americans, Chinese like to analyze and treat problems from the holistic point of view. They put emphasis on connection and contact; while western people, especially Americans, prefer to resolve the problem from its background and analyze it individually; that is to say, they put emphasis on the characteristics of the individual. In one experiment Chinese thinking failed because they were not used to dividing the individual from the whole background.

This mode of thinking creates a great influence on Chinese society and living. Chinese people relate the individual with his or her background, family origin and circumstance when judging a person, but not from his or her own characteristics. This way of thinking and doing may over-emphasize the effect of circumstance, and at the same time, ignore the importance of the individual. Western people, in contrast, emphasize the importance of the individual. They might even ignore the circumstances and background, which leads to the school of individualism. A very interesting explanation was presented by an English historian, Joseph Needham: The Chinese obtained an understanding of the theory of "field" and "remote force" much earlier than western people, while western people elicited the concept of electromagnetic and quantum mechanics much earlier than the Chinese. This may have something to do with the mode of thinking—the holistic thinking.

Research done by Peng Kaiping shows some concrete details of this mode of thinking:

1. A lot of things are connected, although they seem to have no relation.

2. When one changes oneself, he changes people related to him at the same time.

3. The nature of people does not change as time goes by.

4. One thing can always contradict itself.

5. The deeds are influenced by the circumstance.

6. Contradictions exist when one is dealing with some problems.

7. A lot of people consider their way of thinking identical with others.

8. A lot of people do things they do not like, but only to please others.

There is another division supported by some analysts. They hold the view that the Chinese mode of thinking includes five points: Connection (they admit the universal contact); Transformation (they consider everything is changing and complete stillness does not exist); Contradiction (admitting that contradiction is the foundation of our epistemology); Neutralism (this mode is used to deal with the contradiction; Chinese always do away with extremism); Concordance (Chinese do not like conflict with others and will try their best to keep coherence; at least in appearance). In fact, these five factors are already included in the two major characteristics I mentioned previously. Therefore, this kind of division is coherent with the first division.

Mode of thinking is important in the research of culture. So, understanding the Chinese doctrine of the mean and holistic thinking contributes greatly to the understanding of our culture.





The Golden Mean—A

Keen Characteristic of Chinese Thinking

(The story at the beginning of this essay is Narration and Illustration writing. It is used to illustrate the concept of the Golden Mean and is an excellent Opener to this Division/Classification essay. The Thesis Statement is implied and reflected in the Title and the Introduction: "The Golden Mean is a significant characteristic of Chinese thinking." The document structure is good; the Conclusion is effective but too brief. Some minor corrections, especially in word tense, can he made to improve this excellent essay. I have shown the corrections by underlining the weak areas and putting the corrections in brackets.)





First let me share with you a joke I once read in a magazine: One day, two men were fighting in public because they both saw a [image: alt]
 100-note on the street and each wanted to possess it himself. At that time, three men passed by: an American, a Japanese and a Chinese. On seeing the fighting, the American told the two men that the money should be given to the one who found it first. But the men paid no attention to his words, so the American shouted "Go on fighting, you Barbarians!" and left. The Japanese went forward and cunningly said: "Neither of you can possess the money as it is another's, so you should give it to me." The two men spit on him and went on fighting. At last the Chinese began speaking: "You both have the right to own it as you have both seen it on the street. But you can't be satisfied as there is only one note. So now I give you a [image: alt]
 100-note. Won't you stop fighting?"

It is only a joke, isn't it? No! Unlike other jokes this one gives me the strongest impression as it not only causes me to laugh but also makes me think deeply about a keen characteristic of us Chinese—that is, the Golden Mean.

The notion of the Golden Mean was created by Confucius, the most well-known Chinese philosopher and teacher, and the founder of Chinese moral doctrines. It is the highest standard of morality for us Chinese and has the most far-reaching influence on us. We live under its teaching generations after generations
 [generation after generation] and it has already become an ineffaceable element in
 [within] us.


You may ask that why the Golden Mean has such a significance in Chinese culture; therefore, let me trace back Chinese history with you to find the reasons
 . [You may ask why the Golden Mean is such a significant influence in Chinese culture. Let me trace back through Chinese history with you to find the reasons.]

Let us first go back to 552 B. C., when Confucius began his moral teachings. He observed the life and thinking of Chinese for a long time and at last declared that he had found the essence of Chinese character—the Golden Mean. He said that the Chinese should never be radical if they wanted to live a satisfying life; people should be content with what they have possessed
 [possess] and abide by the orders; the lower-class should obey the social gradations and not try to overthrow the rules; all people should live in peace and brotherhood with their fellows, be tolerant of others' offences and mistakes and always be ready to help others. People at that time found that his teachings were reasonable and fit their life, so they believed them wholeheartedly. Thus, for thousands of years, Confucius has been an authority of morality for us Chinese. We admire him more than any other philosopher, so
 [philosopher. So,] when he said that a man, believing in and obeying the Golden Mean, is a virtuous man, we tightly hold to that notion and try to be a man of noble character.

All previous monarchs have helped to promote the Golden Mean, which is
 [was] good for their governing. Under the teaching of the Golden Mean, the civilians are
 [were] content with their lives and don't
 [didn't] want or dare to disobey orders from the rulers. They would neither be
 [They would neither want to be] called a mean person or a man outstanding among people. What they want is
 [wanted was] to live a peaceful life without accidents; thus, all the monarchs firmly support
 [supported] the Golden Mean and make
 [made] it the official teaching of all the schools. All that
 [Everyone who] desire
 [desired] an education have
 [had] to set up this notion in their minds first. As a result, most teachers and officials in
 [throughout] Chinese history hold
 [held] a strong belief in it. And, the majority is
 [was] far more likely to believe those they recognize
 [recognized] as well educated
 [well-educated] than the other way around; so the whole Chinese society becomes
 [became] a disciple of this Golden Mean.

The popularity of the Golden Mean also has something to do with Chinese
 [an] economic background. As we all know, China is an agricultural country. The peasants have to
 [must] fight hard with nature for good harvests, and they have to
 [must] fight together. So, they fully understand what is taught in the Golden Mean—living in peace and brotherhood with fellows and ready
 [being ready] to help others. What is good and useful is easy to be believed. On the other hand, the lowly people have to struggle hard against nature for their lives; thus they also want to have a steady society to live in. What's more, the miserable endings of the revolutions frighten
 [frightened] them and they are
 [were] easily to be satisfied
 [satisfied] by the moderate policies of the monarchs. It can be said that the Golden Mean has formed a special character
 [characteristic] in Chinese people and this character
 [characteristic] in return promotes it.

The next important question is what are the effects of the Golden Mean on Chinese society today. "Everything is two-edged, and the Golden Mean is not an exception." This expression is well-known and used by Chinese students, which is an example of the influence of the Golden Mean. The Golden Mean has lived for so long a time, so it must
 [such a long time, it must] have many advantages; and also because it has lived for so long a time, it must have many hackneyed disadvanes
 . [...advantages. Likewise, because it has lived such a long time, it has many disadvantages.]

Because the Golden Mean initiates
 [influences] people to form a good relationship
 [good relationships] with others, Chinese are wellknown to be
 [as being] kind, friendly and tolerant. So every part of Chinese society is usually a big, warm family and it is easy for foreigners to get along well with Chinese people
 . [Therefore, Chinese society is like a big, warm family, and it is easy...] Chinese are taught to be content and always hold a moderate opinion toward things
 [about life]. We seldom criticize others and are easily to be satisfied
 [satisfied]. So it is hard for you to lose face before a Chinese; we will try harder than you to find excuses for your mistakes. And, most Chinese wouldn't like being
 [would rather not be] a leader, as we don't like to have too much responsibility for a thing. So
 , [As a result,] most Chinese would rather be one to carry out the order than one to give it. [NOTE: Notice how many sentences in this paragraph begin with the simplistic transition words "So,..." and "And,..." These should be changed to "As a result,..." and "In addition,..."]

The Golden Mean is essential to the ideological content of Chinese
 [the Chinese people]. It penetrates into every corner of Chinese society and you can find the trace of it in our everyday life
 [lives]. The more you know about it, the more you will understand us Chinese.





Why Chinese Like Drinking Tea

(Illustration and Persuasion writing are used in this Cause/Effect essay. The Introduction is good. The Thesis Statement is implied: "Chinese people drink tea because of geographical, medicinal and cultural reasons." The Point by Point structure is emphasized by beginning the Development paragraphs with "First,..." "Second,..." and "Third,..." Notice that the order of the points matches the order stated in the Thesis Statement. The Conclusion is too brief, and should be rewritten.

To show improvements recommended for this essay, I have underlined awkward words and sentences, and put corrections in brackets.)






Tea has become one of the daily necessities in China since time immemorial
 . [Tea drinking has become a daily necessity in China.] Countless numbers of people in China like drinking tea not only after meal
 [...tea, and not just after meals]. Why most
 [do most] Chinese people have this kind of custom
 [this custom]? Different Chinese people may have different reasons for tea-drinking. However, there is something in common of the reasons; something deeply rooted in Chinese history and culture, as well as the advantages of tea-drinking
 . [Along with the many advantages of tea drinking, Chinese people may also have other reasons for drinking tea. Although their reasons may be different, they all have something in common, something deeply rooted in Chinese history and culture.]

First, the geographic features and climate of China are suitable for tea cultivation, without which the basis of the magnificent custom is completely void. In China, tea is produced in vast areas from Hainan Island in the extreme south to Shandong province in the north; from Tibet in the southwest to Taiwan across the straits, totaling more than thirty provinces. Because of the
 [this] natural gift, China has tea-shrubs as early as
 [has had tea shrubs since] six thousand years ago, and tea has been an important export of China for more than one thousand years. Strictly
 [Strictly speaking,] all tea trees in other countries have their origin directly or indirectly in China. At present, more than forty countries in the world grow tea, with Asian countries producing 90% of the worlds
 [world's] total output, of which China produces the largest part.

Second, there are many advantages in drinking tea, the argument of which is strengthened by the belief in Chinese medicine. Medically, the tea leaf contains a number of chemicals such as tannic acid, known for its anti-inflammatory properties; and alkaloid, a stimulant for the nerves center. In hot weather, tea-drinking seems to dispel the heat and bring on instant cool
 [cooling] together with a feeling of relaxation. And, it can be drunk constantly if it is not made too strong, for it doesn't contains
 [contain] a lot of sugar as other "artificial" beverages, such as Coca-Cola. Tea is also rich in vitamins; for smokers, it helps to discharge nicotine out of the system; for drunkers
 [heavy drinkers], strong tea may somewhat sober
 [help to sober] them. Tea with the aromatics in it may help resolve
 [Tea, with its aromatic properties, may help to dissolve] meat and fat and thus promote digestion. It is, therefore, of special importance to people who lives
 [live] mainly on meat, like many of the ethnic minorities in China. Additionally, teas are classified into different
 [medicinal] categories with different tastes and advantages, and some special tea can even help to loose weight or cure some chronic illnesses
 [some of which can help people lose weight or cure chronic illnesses].

Third, tea-drinking has become a profound Chinese culture
 [custom], which is the effect
 [result] of the former reasons but has become the most influential reason and reinforce the original ones in an intensified form
 [reasons stated above. This is, however, the most influential reason, and it reinforces and intensifies all other reasons]. The taste of the tea is complex; or, we'd rather describe it as "the light bitterness ends and the light sweetness begins," which resembles the east philosophy and temperament: carefree and leisurely; tolerant and benevolent; the connected light sweetness turning the bitterness into a kind of marvel
 [something marvelous]—the connected pains and sufferings in life are part of the happiness. That's the deal.

Tea is not expensive (at least it has the gradation of the price
 [unclear meaning—no correction suggested]). For this reason, teahouses abound in towns in South China and provide people, especially retirees, with the locales
 [places] to meet and chat over a cup of tea. In fact, when an
 [a] behavior like tea-drinking becomes a custom or culture, the reason of it
 [for it] fades away, just like the air—we breathe naturally [and unconsciously] without being aware [of] the [air's] existence[.] of it and using our brains or nerve to control our action
 .


There is an old saying preferred by some Chinese old people
 [An old Chinese saying is]: "I can eat without salt three days but [I] cannot live a day without tea." Maybe their reasons for tea-drinking are different from those three above, but those above are the foundations of their special causes, no matter they admit it or not
 . [This saying sums up the Chinese custom of drinking tea. And, the reasons stated in this essay are the foundation for this custom.]





What Is China? (No. 1)

(This writer skillfully uses Definition, Description, Illustration and Persuasion writing in this Compare/Contrast essay with Point by Point structure. The writer's style and word choice is mature. Her descriptive Conclusion, while short, is powerful. Use of the quote to open the Introduction is very effective; however, a parenthetical citation of the source is needed).





My words are no more than mine. To take off blinders to believe, or to stick to your knowledge with contempt? It is up to you. However, please bear one adage in mind: To see is to believe.

What is your impression of China? Is your vocabulary still confined to peasants, loess land, revolutions, prodigious population, heavy history, poor and backward life, and even women with bandaged feet while men grow pigtails? If so, you are on the verge of OUT. Withdraw your savings, leave your family a note, take a safe flight, clear those outmoded words out of your biased mind, and begin a journey with four words: ZHONG GUO NI HAO (Hello, China).

Numerous illusions about China are products of political and cultural differences between societies, e. g. the east and the west. As man's range of knowledge and field of vision are deeply rooted in and strictly limited by the society he is exposed to, it is necessary for us to break through intellectual and psychological inertia, one's social brand, so as to perceive and appreciate the unknown free from pride and prejudice. Since two distinct but mystic traits of China are its unique ideology and culture, an insight into these guarantees a more proper understanding of it.

China is the largest socialist country in the world. Socialist, however, is not the image of poverty-stricken, barbarian or threatening. Most people outside China largely depend on the media and propaganda as their source of impression and judgment. Much the same as we know the U. S. through the window of Hollywood films, many worldly, prized Chinese films are the most renowned representative of Chinese society and are, unfortunately, labeled as best reflecting the typical fresh and benighted China. It is true that peasants are the largest proportion of Chinese population; it is true that life is not easy in many parts of the country; it is true that modern civilization is hard to understand or is even unknown in some areas. As the wheels of development roll forward, they no longer hold the dominance of the country, but are part of history or remains that are gradually disappearing or improving. Statistics show that of all the countries, China's integrated national power ranks seventh, economical power sixth, natural resources second, GDP seventh, sum of foreign trade tenth, and foreign exchange reserve second. Cities like Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou and Shenzhen are much the same as New York or Tokyo; the style of dressing is as colorful as the west; bread and butter are popular on Chinese tables. Socialist is only the right ideology best applied to this land, and in some ways no more than a sign. When most of the dry lands on this planet are occupied by capitalist countries, China sticks to its own route of development, resulting in the present energetic and promising country to be understood and respected.

China is a country of 56 nations, and Han culture is the most splendid of all. Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam are accepted and followed by people of various backgrounds on this land, and yet most people lead a way without religion. Notwithstanding the lack of a national religion, China cherishes a strong national identity. If the weight of history could be measured, not a single creature in this infinite universe could avoid being smothered by the heavy burden of 5,000 years. Miraculously, Han culture remains coherent throughout history and shapes the character of China: generous, tolerant and peaceful. Confucianism is the root of the integrated value of morality and ethics of China—it highlights harmony. Many people are fascinated with unique traditions and customs inherited from Chinese history. It is the brand of history, right or wrong. By modern standards, some are backward but still meaningful to their offspring. China is such a nation, now and then immersed in conflict between tradition and modernization.

China is water. No color. No shape. No smell. No taste. However, it is the cradle of life. What is China? The key is holding it in your fists.





What Is China? (No. 2)

(This is a Division/Classification essay in Point by Point structure using the writing types of Definition, Description, Illustration, and Persuasion to answer the question, "What is China?" The writer presents outsiders' classifications of China and then presents his own answer, from the heart, based upon the part of China that means the most to him—his family. His graphic descriptions of his grandfather and of his parents and their personal sacrifices are powerfully convincing. This is a well-written and emotionally moving essay.)





For thousands of years, people outside of China have taken pains to obtain a definite answer to the question, what is China? To the ancient Romans, China was a mysterious place where precious silk, the most sought-after luxury of the fair ladies, was produced; in the Middle Ages, China represented gold, flavoring and wealth owing to the propaganda of Marco Polo. It was also where people ate the meat of horses. When the British armada finally reached the coast of this ancient empire in the 19th century, they were surprised to find a land where men had "pigtails" and woman walked with artificially tiny feet. They were even more delighted to discover that guns hadn't been widely used in this country; therefore, they were free to make off to their homeland with invaluable treasures, including pearls, porcelain and jade. At that time, "China" was no longer a name they awed; it became an amusement land where everyone could realize his ambition. To the Japanese in World War Ⅱ, China was a place to release their bestial desires, including slaughtering and raping. Even contemporary westerners regard China as something queer, as queer as the flying men and women in Crouching Tigers, Hidden Dragons.

So, what is China? Yes, it is a country with a territory of more than 9.6 million square kilometers; it is a country with a population of more than 1.3 billion; it is a country with a history of more than 5,000 years; it is a country that created the Great Wall and the Forbidden City; it is also the inventor of the compass and gunpowder. It has been manufacturing porcelain china for more than 1,000 years. However, can all these things represent China? Can I show you some soil and tell you that it is China? Can I give you some water and tell you that it stands for China? Can I exhibit to you a piece of porcelain and tell you that it can be regarded as China? Or can I show you around the Summer Palace and tell you that what you have seen is really China?

Perhaps to some people these are their exact answers to the question, what is China? But to me, those abstract figures and concrete buildings seem to be a bit alienated. Is that China the everyday China in my life, in my heart, and in my dreams? No. That's why my answer to the question will only be what is close to me, to my life and to my heart.

What is China? China is the wounds on grandpa's body left by the war. Born in the 1920's, my grandpa joined the army when very young and experienced many fierce battles during the Liberation War between the Chinese Communist Party and the reactionary Kuomintang, which immediately followed the Anti-Japanese War with millions of Chinese people involved. Grandpa was seriously wounded by shrapnel; but, fortunately, he survived it.

Two years ago he felt uncomfortable in his head and was almost paralyzed. Having examined him thoroughly, the doctor was shocked to find some physical injury to his brain. Later, we were told that grandpa had been wounded in the head during the war, and he himself had nearly forgotten it! After some good medical care, grandpa lives healthily today except that he cannot walk very well and has some trouble hearing. Although he has had so many pains his whole life, grandpa still feels grateful and happy to have a peaceful life now. In his weather-beaten face I cannot find even the tiniest grievance. As a peasant and a soldier with little education, my grandpa cherished the basic traits of courage and fidelity, which are shared by many Chinese people of his generation.

What is China? China is my parents' white hair and furrowed brow as they become more and more aged. My parents were hapless to be born in the early 1950s when China was still a poverty-stricken country. During their childhood, a hearty dinner was a luxury to them. They paid great attention to the education of their children, which they themselves were deprived of, and are ready to do anything for their children. My mother has nearly abandoned all her own opportunities of self-improvement in order to create a good enough environment at home for me to study well. These sacrifices, made by parents for their children, are really an important feature of Chinese culture where the value of family is highly emphasized. Maybe people like my parents do not realize that they are doing something great. However, when you look at middle-aged Chinese people like my parents, surely you will find responsibility and fortitude in their expression.

What is China? China is the fiery eyes of my fellow students in this university. When you see them in the classroom, looking for knowledge, when you notice them in debates in search of truth, when you find them concentrating on books that accompany the rising sun, or when you discover them absorbed in articles under a lamp at midnight, you actually find a fresh, lively China that is obtaining its new identification in the 21st century.

Perhaps you are totally confused by what I have written here. If the Great Wall cannot stand for China, how can such ordinary people represent it? My only answer is: If I happen to go abroad one day, these ordinary people will be the only thing that "China" means to me.





What Is China? (No. 3)

(This profound and well-written essay uses Definition, Description, Illustration, and Persuasion writing in comparing what China is to what it is not. The writer uses Subject by Subject structure, first discussing what China is not, then finishing with what China is. The examples are strong and convincing; the adjectives and descriptive phrases are specific and vivid; his complex style of writing, including the use of sarcasm, irony (e. g., "...where significant people talk about trivial things, and trivial people talk about significant things;...") and analogy (in the Conclusion, China is likened to a veiled, beautiful maiden), is sophisticated and demonstrates a maturity in writing skill.)





In order to define the notion of China, one possible method is to clarify what is not China.

China is not what one sees in TV commercials or in shopping malls; a perfect annotation for the word "consumerism," only ornamented with the "traditional" little red gadgets; as if the nation had always been directed by the teachings of this school; as if it were some "Consucius" instead of Confucius who was respected as The Sage; as if this "Consucius" of that Confucius had been writing his books and earning a good royalty from them; as if China were bought from a china shop.

China is not what one reads in the news, where significant people talk about trivial things, and trivial people talk about significant things; where one finds ads in the news, and news in the ads; where one recognizes China as the world, and the world as China.

Then what is China? What is left after the juxtaposition? China has always been the concept of China: a notion, a disembodied spirit, who generates and is generated by herself. China is a grandmother, a mother, and a maiden. From the grandmother of the Past, sprang forth the Present, who shall give birth tothe maiden of the Future. However, they are merely in the sense of notions, which are somehow ungraspable. Yet the meaning of the notion of China lies in her effort to grasp herself. In the process, specific things change; but not the pursuit, the pursuit for the understanding of the notion of China. The existence of China accompanies this pursuit, which is aimed at the perfection that is never to be achieved. The China today is the result achieved by the pursuit, the same China when it was at its prime, when it was in turmoil and confusion. Therefore, the notion of China is not to be defined with anything transient, but the spirit to struggle, which is eternal. No matter how disappointing the situation may seem, as long as the struggle goes on, the pursuit continues, China is alive. She is not to be seen but to be felt and remembered. The pains taken, the losses suffered, the blood shed to construct and maintain the notion of China are what one may employ to weigh this notion and realize her majesty and glory. Her glory, however, is veiled at the moment; but from behind the veil shines her beauty.

The beauty of China is our aspiration. We turn our heads up, and look on her veiled beauty with our utmost reverence. Although it is possible that we may never see the day when the maiden China, finally getting bored with her veil, relentlessly rids herself of it and dazzles the world with her brilliant rays, we still have in her all our faith. In that day, we trust.





What Is China? (No. 4)

(This writer uses Definition, Description and Illustration writing in this Division/Classification essay. She classifies China through images that illustrate and define her notion of China. One vivid image, which is especially well-written, is the fourth paragraph: "In the classroom, a professor is giving his lecture. His hair has turned light gray, as if some chalk happened to fall on it. The color of his suit is fading, just like his hair. He has been wearing the same suit for a decade or two. He is not rich. His face suggests that he used to lead a difficult life. Furrows carved on his tranquil face seem to form a big character, a most firm one."

The Conclusion is weak because it introduces new information—a new poem—and doesn't summarize. However, the writer skillfully returns to the Opening theme of the essay.)





You ask me, "What is China?" I answer, "I don't know." Don't look so surprised! This is common. The literary giant Su Shi in the Song Dynasty once wrote, "You don't see the mountain clearly, because you yourself are in the mountain." Now you know the reason. Probably what I will draw here is not the "mountain" itself, but the image of the "mountain" in my eyes.

On the bus, a mother is reading poems to her child. The little girl repeats them with great interest, as if she were learning a mysterious song. Most of us have had this same experience. When we were very young, our mothers used to read poems to us. Our heads began to fill with poems long before we could understand them. This is the way Chinese poetry survives, perhaps also the way China survives.

Since primary school, I have read a lot of poetry. The more I read, the deeper I comprehend and appreciate the ancient Chinese culture. A profound meaning can be hidden in a mere 28 characters, or even 20. To me, this is magic. In a poet's eyes, everything is poetic. What is more, the common people also enjoy poetry. They are not poets; but their work has a longer history. The ancient people's inelegant songs have become today's beautiful poems. This was the first poetry collection in China, The Book of Songs. China has countless poems. China itself is a poem. It is an epic, being written since thousands of years ago.

In the classroom, a professor is giving his lecture. His hair has turned light gray, as if some chalk happened to fall on it. The color of his suit is fading, just like his hair. He has been wearing the same suit for a decade or two. He is not rich. His face suggests that he used to lead a difficult life. Furrows carved on his tranquil face seem to form a big character, a most firm one.

Poems are composed of characters. They form the most marvelous language in the world. Horizontal, vertical, every stroke of a character is straight. China is a large character with a straight backbone, never bending or stooping before difficulty or threat.

In a college dormitory, a student is studying. The moon hangs in the dark sky, casting its light on his desk. He looks at the round moon and remembers today is Mid-Autumn Day. Mother is waiting for his call from the other side of the planet. He has been away from home for several years. Every time he sees the round moon, he feels as if he has gone back to his childhood, sitting in the yard, listening to Mom's old yet attractive stories.

These days, more and more Chinese go abroad for better education or work opportunity. They may speak good English, Japanese, or German; but the memory of their childhood poems is never to fade. They may stay in another country for many years; but from centuries ago till now, to those who are abroad, no matter where they live, their root is always in China. China is the bright light in the dark, guiding them, giving them warmth and hope.

This reminds me of another poem also written by the poet Su Shi: "Things are not always perfect; but no matter how far away you are, as long as we live, we can share the same moon."

Now you have seen the image of the "mountain"; but you may still want to ask, "What is China?" Don't feel strange if you do. Everyone has his or her own eyes. Draw the image of your own "mountain," and this is the answer to your question.





What Is China? (No. 5)

(This writer uses Definition, Illustration and Persuasion writing in a Division/Classification essay with Point by Point format. Each point is presented as an answer to the question, "What is China?" The illustrations given as answers are analogies; such as "...an affectionate mother," "a persevering mother," etc. The Persuasion writing comes in the Conclusion, in the form of a powerful pleading: "Please do not...," which is quite effective here. Then, the writer adds a Compare/Contrast section, comparing China to a foreign country—one that is implied to be western, possibly America. This is very effective, and, clearly, the writer's intended audience is that of foreigners. However, this should also be made clear in the Introduction, which is vague and apologetic, and lacks a clear Thesis Statement.)





If asked "What is China?" I am ashamed that I do not have enough knowledge and cannot find the precise words to describe her. However, I will surely talk of her with sincere pride, though she is not perfect, because I really love her, from the innermost part of my heart.

What is China? She is our mother, an affectionate mother, who has bred generations of Chinese people with her tender love. She offers us a homeland with fertile land and refreshing water; she protects us from loneliness, wanderings and damages; she teaches us to live bravely no matter how perilous a position we are in; she instructs us to be decent, hardworking and kind-hearted; and she contributes unselfishly to the unknown people of remote countries.

What is China? She is our mother, a persevering mother, who has suffered numerous, unimaginable pains and humiliations without ever hanging her noble head. She has fought fearlessly against brazen enemies with her frail body, forgiving the foolish errors of her ignorant sons and facing the unknown future with great confidence.

What is China? She is our mother, a great mother, who possesses the strongest power and potential. She has escorted us from danger to safety, from failure to success, from weakness to brilliance and has helped us to stand among the nations of the world and rise confidently like a giant dragon in the East.

Now my question to you is: do you know what China is? Please do not look at her as only several centimeters on a map, or the sum of 9,600,000 square kilometers, or a population of 1.3 billion people. Please do not put her on the opposite side of your country, or treat her like an exotic thing or an enemy, or ignore her generosity and kindness. Please approach her and try to know her, respect her as you respect your own mother, and please plant the green olive tree of peace together with her.

Such is China, such is our mother. She is not as strong as yours, she is not as young as yours, but she is our mother who gives us her deepest love for which we repay with ours of the same depth.





A Big Family

(Definition, Description and Illustration are used in this Division/Classification essay. The Introduction is brief but complete. The Thesis Statement is clearly stated: "China is a big family." A Narration story is used in the second paragraph to illustrate the relationship between country and family.)





It is not easy to say what China is, since I know little of other countries. But since I am a native Chinese, I'd like to tell you what about my country that impresses me most. For me, China is a big family.

If China were a thick historical book, the family would be the most important chapter. Over one thousand years ago, the men of letters in China established their mission to "perfect his family, manage state affairs and put the country in order." "Family" is the first responsibility for Chinese men. A man is first trained to minister to his family, and then work for his country. "No family, no country," the Chinese say. Actually, in the Chinese language, the word "country" is composed of the word "family." A story clearly illustrates how the Chinese understand the relationship between country and family: Once a general asked his soldier, "Do you miss your family?" Thanks to the special political situation at the time the young soldier answered, "For the country, I don't miss home." At that answer the general was enraged, and said, "Nonsense! If you don't miss your home, how could you have your country in your mind?" He patted the young soldier on the shoulder and then walked away, leaving the young soldier bursting into tears. In China it is believed that a man who doesn't love his family is not likely to love his country, his people or anyone else. He cannot be called a real man. Family means everything to the Chinese.

In one's family, one cares not only for himself but also those who are related to him. He supports his parents and respects his elders. He fosters his children. In addition, there are some other people for whom he cares—those who share the same surname with him. They are his kinsmen and he should help and love them. The man needs to keep an orderly and harmonious atmosphere in his family. This is the Chinese understanding of ministering to a family. In China, people who get on well with their family and kinsmen are the most respected and honored.

Every Chinese family has a long history. The Chinese are infatuated with their family history and glory. Almost every family has some famous ancestors. They take great pride in them and regularly hold ceremonies to enshrine and worship their ancestors. These ceremonies are often held in winter or in spring. The families sharing the same family name are called to attend the ceremony. Each family fulfills its duty by donating some money to finance the ceremony. There are fish, chickens, pig-heads, all kinds of bean products and other things, which are traditional sacrifices, for the ancestors. The male members are asked to kowtow before the paintings of their ancestors. During the ceremonies the light black smoke issuing from big candles envelops the ceremony hall with a sea of black. No one knows how far back the tradition dates. But the pride of one's family is rooted in everyone's heart. If one individual family fails to attend the ceremony, called jizu, for several times, the family will be kicked out from the family book, which is disastrous to the Chinese. A person's honor or disgrace is not only his own; it is the whole family's. Family is not a unit of three or four members; for Chinese it is a big clan of hundreds or thousands of years' history, and a giant tree for its leaves.

It seems that the Chinese divide themselves into small groups according to their surname; but there is another fact, and a more universal one. In China people speak different dialects, but they all know putonghua and the Chinese characters; people may worship different ancestors, but they all acknowledge they are descendants of yandi and huangdi. They have the same identity. And this identification is the strongest attachment. People have different interests and hold different faiths; but, if necessary, they are ready to sacrifice their home or even their life for the sake of their country and countrymen. They love each other like family. It is more than one thousand years ago that a renowned Chinese said, "Respect your elders and extend respect to the elders of others; love your young and extend love to the young of others." Another saying in China is: "A near neighbor excels a distant relative." This is what the Chinese believe. So, one feels love and warmth not only in his small family but throughout the country. There is a pervasive feeling of family on the land.

The complexity of family lies in the Chinese vocation for family, the long history of family, the traditional ceremony of jizu, and the smiles on people's faces all over the country. It lies in the belief that family is country; the country is a family. On the whole, China is a big family.





China Is a Spirit

(This writer uses Definition, Description and Illustration in a Division/Classification, Point by Point essay. The Introduction is good in that it starts with an interesting quote—a dictionary definition—and points out that there are also many different individual definitions. The Thesis Statement—China is a spirit—however, is too broad to be effective. The concept of "spirit" is abstract; so, the reader really has no idea what this essay is about. The Development section is excellent. The characteristics identified as the essence of China's "spirit" are illustrated in a descriptive and believable way. These points, however, need to be referred to in the Thesis Statement. For example, "China is a spirit made up of the characteristics of its people." This example is still quite broad; however, it at least gives the reader some idea of the writer's meaning of "spirit." The first sentence of the Conclusion should be rewritten to eliminate the phrase "my opinions." A more convincing sentence is: "These are the traits of China." The rest of the Conclusion is excellent.)





"China is a country in eastern Asia. Its ancient civilization traditionally dates to c. 2700 B. C. Beijing is the capital and Shanghai the largest city." This is the definition of China from the American Heritage dictionary. However, China has one thousand different definitions in one thousand people's eyes. To me, China is a spirit, which is the accumulation of thousands of years' history of a people.

The Chinese people embody all the characteristics of China. The most important trait of this spirit is diligence. As a student in the Foreign Language Institute, I have learned much about foreign culture and convention, but I have not found any people who work harder than we do. As a result, the competitions in every field are very fierce. As a student, to simply get high marks is far from enough. In order to enter good high schools and universities, one has to get HIGHER marks than most of his or her competitors. Foreign people surely know that the Chinese are diligent; but sometimes, they still cannot believe we can achieve so much through hard work. For instance, Columbia University regards anyone who scores higher than 2,300 on the GRE as a cheater. Never mind, we ourselves know how far we can go and we believe in the old Chinese saying that God will reward the hard-working people.

It is very interesting, on the contrary, that we Chinese are not self-confident. We often say we are humble, and we really think so. This is another characteristic of the Chinese spirit. Maybe we are all good observers, so we can easily find other people's merits and compare them to ourselves. Maybe we care too much about courtesy, so no one likes to show off. Anyhow, we live in this atmosphere too long and it becomes a tradition. So I never dare to feel superior when someone tells me he or she did badly on some exams. When it comes out that he or she is much better than I am, I will not feel surprised either; you see, I often say the same thing to others, too.

Chinese spirit does not contain the concept of solidarity. Although we often say (even sing) solidarity is strength, we do not take it seriously. That is why, I guess, we were invaded by a little country—Japan—and why many people betrayed our country in World War Ⅱ. Someone said we are like sand: large in quantity but not strong. I think it is because we are too moderate, and thus lack mental strength.

I guess most foreigners have the impression that Chinese people are very warm-hearted and hospitable. Actually, we have a long tradition of being amicable to other peoples in the world. In the Tang dynasty, we had a relationship with the Roman Empire. Also in that period, Japan and Korea sent many students to China, and they were well received. Marco Polo is also a good example. He was respected by the first emperor of the Yuan dynasty, and what he said about the hospitality of our people is well known to westerners.

These are my opinions about the traits of China. You can distinguish us from other people not only by our looks, but by the way we live, the language we speak, and what is the most important of all, the spirit in our heart. When feeling that, you can satisfactorily say to yourself, "Yes, this is China."





No Easy Answer

(This writer also has a sophisticated style of writing. The descriptive word choices are frank, intense, even caustic; yet wordy—almost to the point of overuse of adjectives. The writer uses Definition, Description, Illustration and Persuasion writing in a Compare/Contrast essay on the contradictions that define China. The title is great, as is the Development section. The Conclusion, although too brief returns the reader to the opening theme. The Introduction, while straightforward and to-the-point, is too brief and lacks a Thesis Statement.)





You ask me, what is China? Well, I'm afraid there is no easy answer.

China is when the westerners were still experimenting with iron weapons, Chinese warriors already had engaged in wars accompanied by ear-shattering explosions; and when the British artilleries were rumbling off the eastern Chinese coast, those knowledgeable commanders were exhausting their wits inside their stone fortresses, wondering what had caused such a thunderous disturbance.

China means trade surplus and economic boom before 1840, as well as budgetary deficit and financial chaos thereafter; China demonstrates aesthetic efflorescence and cultural prosperity during the glorious ancient era, as well as artistic atrophy and scientific stagnation in the mortifying modern times. China is a giant who was favored with a head-start and yet lagged behind; a ferocious tiger degenerated into a humble cat; a history of glory interwoven with humiliation; a biography suffused with both pride and shame.

China is the strong social commitment that the young should respect the old and the old should guide the young. China is the deep moral sense that marriage is not a mere sexual attachment but a sacred unification, and both husband and wife have claim on the other's deep loyalty.

China has the tradition of down-to-earthness and the belief in hard work, which have given birth to many brilliant achievements. China is the indomitable spirit and the faith in ultimate justice that have brought forth those gallant uprisings against tyrants. China is the unerring taste in nature's beauty that has inspired literary masters to so many immortal works. China is also the constant concern about the world's tribulations that has driven the political reformers to audacious innovations.

China is as much the ardent admiration of wisdom and persistent quest for knowledge as the fervent contempt for shallowness and efforts taken to convert the ignorant. China is a nation that believes in modesty rather than arrogance, thrift rather than extravagance, tolerance rather than defiance, self-discipline rather than self-indulgence. China believes in every virtue and condemns all vice. China is the very incarnation of spiritual ideal that is forever illuminating the deepest layer of its people's hearts.

But, as I have said, it is never so simple.





The "Mystery" of China's GDP and GNP

(Illustration and Persuasion writing are used in this Cause/Effect essay. The research and data presented here are interesting, relevant, and convincing. The Thesis Statement is good: "Traditional culture and historical incidents have greatly contributed to China's population problem." The phrase "In my opinion," should be omitted.

While this essay is excellent, some improvements can be made. First, acronyms should be spelled out once, with the acronym in parentheses, and then only the acronym is used throughout the rest of the essay. Second, notice how many times the word "Besides" is used to begin a sentence. When proofreading, a writer should watch for repetitive usage of words and change them to add variety. For other improvements, I have underlined the problem area and put the recommended correction in brackets.)





Last year, China's GDP
 [Gross Domestic Product (GDP)] hit 10 trillion [U. S. ] dollars and ranged
 [ranked] seventh in the world. Every Chinese people are
 [person is] fascinated by the great progress and dream that our country has become a very rich one. But, wait. China's GNP
 [Gross National Product (GNP)] last year was only 1,000 [U. S. ] dollars and you cannot find China on the list of the first
 [top] ten. That means [that the] average Chinese still could not enjoy a highly standard
 [high-standard] life. Why, with such a great GDP figure, we had
 [do we have] such a small GNP figure? (10 trillion 1.3 billion≈1,000) The reason is that
 [because] we have a tremendous denominator—one fifth of the world's [total] population. Although our government has issued the birth control policy since the nineteen seventieths
 [1970s], we still have the largest population in the world. There are many causes which [have] led to this complicated situation. In my opinion, traditional culture and historical incidents attribute
 [contribute] greatly to the problem.

China used to be
 [was] an agricultural country for thousands of years. The vast majority of the population were peasants who resided in small villages, formed of extended families. Year after year, they raised such crops as barley, wheat, cotton and millet. They depended on those crops for food, clothing and taxes to the emperor. Obviously, in an agricultural society, more people meant more hands on the farm and at home. Therefore, it was common to see a family with five or more children. When the children grew up, boys helped their father on the farm while girls helped their mothers do the housework at home. Thus, a family with many children was regarded as lucky and prosperous.


Besides
 [In addition], it was safer
 [provided security] for a family in ancient China to have more children. Those peasants made their living from farming, and when they grew old and lost the ability of doing such heavy work, they were provided [for] by their children. However, in ancient China, male citizens might be drafted to perform forced labor on public projects such as bridges, roads or canals, etc., [and many of them became disabled or died.] A case in point, one-third of the workers who built the Great Wall died in the process. And when there were wars, they had to fight for the emperor. Few returned sound and alive. Besides
 [Moreover], with little medicine and [a] poor living environment, not every baby could grow up into adult
 [grew to adulthood]. In order to enjoy a better late life
 [quality retirement], it was better for a couple to have several children in case of all the underlying dangers.

Even those who lived in big cities, such as Chang An or Luo Yang, tended to have many children because, according to traditional ideas [values], having no children was a major sin. It was a [man's] responsibility of a man
 to pass on his blood, inherited from his parents, to his children so that the blood of the family could be passed from generation to generation. The more children [who] bore the family's blood, the glorifier
 [more glorified] the family would be. Besides
 [And], only a boy was regarded as a legal inheritor, who could inherit the father's blood; so, if a couple gave birth to a baby girl they might keep on giving birth to more children until they got a boy. Women with several children were admired while women with no children were scolded by her parents-in-law
 [in-laws] for failing the family responsibility.

Besides [In addition to] the above cultural reasons, I want to mention
 [there were] historical events which dramatically influenced China's population. The first one happened in 1712. Every ruler of ancient China demanded that all Chinese subjects, including children, had to pay an annual personal tax, which was comparatively expensive. So
 [As a result], some poor families had to control the birth of children. But
 [However], in the late Qing Dynasty, in order to won
 [win] the hearts of the people (because the emperor was not a member of Han, but was from a minority group, which most people at that time regarded as illegal), the emperor announced that the tax was cancelled. Thus stimulated, the population doubled in the following century. When the Qing government felt the pressure of [providing] food and housing, and wanted to control the situation, it was too late. There were already 0.4 billion people in China.

Historians often say that wise people would not hope that history could go back and progress in the way people would like it to. We should not blame history for today's problems. And
 [Furthermore,] besides the historical and cultural backgrounds, there are [other,] more complicated reasons for China's population problems. What we have to do is face the music
 [problem] and find a way out. Really
 [In actuality], over-population has created for China many problems in its progress of development. For example: How to feed so many people on the limited lowlands? How to provide so many people with enough housing, especially in the crowded cities? How to give so many people a standard education? But
 [Yet] with the birth control policy (which may seem cruel in some ways, but is necessary for China today; and I hope it will be cancelled in the future when over-population no longer nags China), I am sure China's GNP will increase with [its] GDP.





What Has Caused China to Rapidly

Develop Since 1978?

(It is excellent that this writer was diligent in citing references! The Internet references could be more detailed; however, it is commendable that references were provided nonetheless. This Cause/Effect essay, which uses Illustration and Persuasion writing, is well-written and well-organized using Point by Point structure. Each point is emphasized because it is set off as its own paragraph. This is effective, although not necessary.

Some minor corrections should be noted: The fifth sentence, beginning "Many people who didn't even know about electric cooker are..." should be "Many people, who previously didn't even know about electric cookers, are now ..." I would also change the last sentence of the essay. Instead of "And now, China is compared to a miracle!" I would recommend the more concise statement: "And now, China is a miracle!")





China has been one of the fastest growing economies in the world since 1978. The average annual growth rate of the GDP during these two decades is 9.5%. China's present foreign trade is 20 times as large as it was 22 years ago1
 . Cities and areas like Shanghai and Shenzhen, which used to be poverty-stricken, are now embraced by both material and cultural abundance. Many people who didn't even know about electric cooker are now entertaining themselves with the Internet. What makes China so rapidly develop these years?

The economic reasons are the most fundamental.

The economic reforms in 1978 offered many opportunities to privately owned enterprises to compete with state-owned companies for the market. Fierce competitions obliged both to reduce the costs and pursue more efficient producing methods. The open-door policies went along with the economic reforms. This brought in many advanced technologies and management ideas, which timely met the needs of a rapidly growing economy.

With economic reforms and open-door policies, the eastern areas of China struck out of poverty into a wealthy and healthy life. Then to follow up, the Chinese government started the "plans of exploring the west." The eastern areas warmly supported these plans with machines, technologies and persons of ability. In addition to this grand plan, other projects such as "removing the western gas to the eastern areas" also help China develop into a rich country as an organic whole.

State-owned companies used to be the backbone of Chinese economy; however, their low efficiency has become an increasingly serious problem in recent years. As a whole, the state-owned companies used 60% of city labors, and two thirds of fixed assets, and 70% of financial assets, but they only contributed 30% of GDP2
 . To solve this problem, the Chinese government began to reorganize these companies since early nineties. Many money-losing companies were reconstructed and even annexed, and their working efficiency was thus greatly improved.

Tourism is a rising industry in China and its rapid growth has greatly invigorated China's development, too. China has 28 World Natural and Cultural Heritages3
 , which rank her as the third biggest traveler-catchers in the world. In many cities such as Zhouzhuang and Shexian, the majority of local people make a living on tourism.

The returns of Hong Kong and Macao have provided China with a more unified and peaceful political environment. Their peaceful returns prove that China has the ability to govern its own land well, and this has elevated China's international status.

Cultural reasons are very important as well.

Confucius teachings, such as filial piety, are the lube of social life. Hanfeizi's ideas (as regards ruling society with regulations) also well serve the Chinese modern society, which is ruled by law. Such traditional thinking is the cultural foundation of Chinese progress, for the same value system and way of thinking can reduce the costs of running social communications and facilitate people's cooperation.

The open-door policies have given rise to the in-draft of the western culture. Many concepts, such as "patent" and "human rights", entered the mind of the Chinese people and made them look back at and re-think about their own culture. The Chinese people began to use patents and copyrights, too; they began to make sure that basic individual rights are under protection as well.... China welcomes the western culture and makes full use of it, which is also a prod for China's progress.

There are many other reasons for China's rapid development since 1978: the popularization of the nine-year compulsory education over the whole country; the "well-born, well-brought-up policy;" the "plan of helping the poor," etc. Thanks to these reasons, China has undergone immense changes. And now, China is compared to a miracle!

References:

1. Lin, Yifu & Cai, Fang & Li, Zhou, The Chinese Miracle: Development Strategy and Economic Reform, Abstract, 1999.

2. Referred from speeches delivered by Professor Lin, Yifu in the class of "Chinese Economy" for Peking University students, 2003.

3. www.cctv.com/geography/shijieyichan/sanji/eyes.html





China, We Bless You!

(This writer effectively uses Definition and Illustration writing in a Division/Classification and Subject by Subject structure. The use of a quoted, well-known song as the Opener is very effective in catching the reader's attention; particularly if the reader is familiar with the song. Notice that a parenthetical citation is used to give proper credit to the composer of the song. The Conclusion successfully begins with a summarizing statement of what the essay is about—different answers to the question, "What is China?" Also notice how the writer, at the end of the essay, returns the reader to the Title theme of the essay.)





We all have a home named China,

Here we have many brothers and sisters and many beautiful views,

In our home lie two dragons, whose names are Yangtze and Yellow River;

And Everest, the highest mountain in the world.

Look, the Great Wall wanders in the clouds;

And the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is vaster than the sky.

...

Oh, our great China, how big a home,

Forever, forever, I will accompany you.

China, bless you; you are always in my heart.

China, bless you, not just in my words... (Song entitled "Big China" by Gao Feng)

This is a popular Chinese song known and sung by almost every Chinese. It shows our love for our country, China. So, what is China? Is it just as this song says: the Yangtze River, Mount Everest, the Great Wall? If you ask different Chinese people what is China, you may get different answers.

If you ask our grandparents what is China, they may tell you that China is a dragon full of fortitude, a dragon which does not take defeat easily. As the witnesses of China's independence, they can clearly remember the historic day, October 1st, 1949, when Chairman Mao Zedong declared the foundation of the People's Republic of China at Tian An Men. They know that this victory was due to the prolonged, yet determined, struggle of the Chinese people, the descendants of the dragon. On the way to seeking China's independence, they never gave up their faith or their struggles though they experienced all kinds of difficulties, including the Long March with little food or shelter, the eight years' War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression with a backward economy and poor arms.

If that was yesterday's China, then, after the independence, the new China, like an awakened dragon, still holds its steel-like spirit. In its effort to unify the country, it took more than a decade to negotiate with the British government about the return of Hong Kong until the two sides reached an agreement, but the Chinese government never gave up. And, it will never abandon its effort to peacefully unify Taiwan province and the mainland. Moreover, in the process of China's bid for the Olympic Games, the failure in 1993 in getting the right to hold the 2000 Olympic Games didn't shake the Chinese people's determinations; on the contrary, it stimulated us to try even harder in the bid for the 2008 Olympic Games. At last, we succeeded, just as it was believed by every Chinese. What's more, we also believe that China, the persevering dragon, will score more successes in the future.

If you ask our parents what is China, they may tell you that China is a love band which ties all the Chinese people together, making them care for each other and always help each other. They can never forget that in the terrible flood disaster of the Yangtze River, in the summer of 1998, how the Chinese people all through the country lent their hands, sent their love to the victims. What is left forever in their memory is the picture of hundreds of volunteers, soldiers, even some leaders jumping into the rolling water without the slightest hesitation to form a human wall to block the water from rushing into the city when a flood peak came. Today, when Xinjiang Autonomous Region encounters the 6.8 earthquake, the other members of our country also try their best to aid the disaster-stricken area. Filled with love, China is a band which tightly connects the fifty-six peoples into a big family.

If you ask me what is China I will tell you that China is a spirit full of energy, a spirit that is forever confident and optimistic. One of the most precious days in my life was the day when I, together with the other members of the Loving Care Association of Peking University, went to a school for the blind. That day gave me a deeper understanding of what is China. I had thought that the blind students might be quite different from us—slow in thought, ignorant about the colorful world, pessimistic, etc. But after the visit, I knew how foolish I had been. In one of their dormitories, a girl about my age softly took my hand, let me sit down on her bed, and chatted with me about all the things we teenagers were interested in—pop songs, movie stars, beauty, fashion, most of which she heard from the radio, or TV—she just listened to TV. Meanwhile, she kept stroking my hands, and sometimes gently touched my shoulders, arms, back. Having some trouble with her eyes, she was very sensitive with her hands. In our friendly communication, what surprised me was that she was talking with rich, animated expressions as if she had really sighted all the beautiful scenes in our brilliant world. I could not find a single trace showing her detriment or her disappointment with life. Instead, she was always smiling, and even sang and danced for me, like a spirit. Then I realized that she was a girl with energy, confidence, and optimism, just like other Chinese youths, just like the new China.

Though we have different answers to what is China—a fortitudinous dragon, a love band tying together all the Chinese, an energetic, confident, optimistic spirit—yet one thing is certain: in every Chinese person's heart, China is his or her beloved home, in which each Chinese is a member of the big family. China, we bless you!





China's Unexpected Student

(by Diane M. Coffman)

(Here I use Description, Illustration, some Compare/Contrast, and a Point by Point structure to share my learning experiences of living and teaching in China.)





I am not Chinese and my many attempts at being Chinese have failed. It appears to be a simple process, yet one I cannot master no matter how hard I try or for how long. For my Chinese students, it is as second-nature to them as breathing and they do it in class unconsciously. When I bring it to their attention, they just laugh and shrug their shoulders—it's just something they do. They make it look so easy! And no matter where I teach in China, all of my Chinese students do it—all of them, without exception. I wonder, "Are they taught this? Did they see it on television? How many generations before them have done this?" I've decided it's in their genes and I don't have it. What is it that sets us apart and has me so befuddled? It is their ability to twirl a pen or pencil on the back of their thumb and index finger. If you cannot do this, you are not Chinese.

That was my first lesson as a teacher here in China. My husband and I came to China with the intention of teaching; but, unexpectedly, we became the students—not in the classroom sense, but in life. As foreigners living in China, we have learned many lessons.

We have learned that we don't need a car or other personal transportation although once or twice we did give serious consideration to buying bicycles. Then, we considered buying one of the cute motor scooters that seems to be the Chinese "family car." The husband drives, the wife sits behind and a small child sits in front holding on to the handlebar. Even in the rain, with a plastic poncho covering the motor scooter from stem to stern, one head sticking out the top and three sets of legs showing beneath, the motor scooter is one of China's primary modes of transportation. On rare occasions one might even see a motor scooter loaded with father, mother, and two small children. One of the most charming sights is an elderly man on a three-wheeled motor scooter or bicycle that has a wagon-style back, is covered, sometimes with tassels, and has a cushioned seat in the wagon, where his elderly wife rides in comfort and style, enjoying the view of where they have been instead of where they are going. In our case, however, we have settled for walking or using public transportation. And if you don't mind crowding, it's a great way to go.

We have also learned that the Chinese are very frugal. They have the ability to make full use of nature for food and medicine—cooking the animal's head, tail and feet and serving them with the rest of the meal, and making medicines out of animal antlers, glands, etc. But, I began to wonder if the Chinese had feelings towards animals as living things that could suffer if not killed properly. I learned that they do. Discussing with some of my students the ability of Chinese people to take animal slaughter so casually, a student told me about his family who raised chickens for food when he was a small boy. He loved playing with the chickens and considered them pets. It was hard for him to see them killed. But, they were raised for food. He said the Chinese are taught how to kill so as not to cause the animal to suffer. This is a skill handed down from generation-to-generation in families. His mother was very careful when killing the chickens. He went on to say that although she had to kill them in order to provide food for her family, she could not bring herself to eat the meat of the chickens she had grown to love, so she went without. Once again I was reminded of the loving nature and sensitivity of the Chinese.

Speaking of food, we were surprised to learn that Chinese-style food in China is different from the Chinese food we were used to in the United States. Chinese food in China tastes better. It has to do with the abundance of fresh vegetables and fruits. When we leave here we know we will miss many of the wonderful dishes, fruits and vegetables that are plentiful in China. Rarely do we find such delightful fruits as youzi (pomelo), juzi (greenish oranges), and "dragon fruit" in the States. We will miss them. But it is probably for the best that we do not have such delicious Chinese dishes in America because Gordon and I have both put on weight while living here. Much to our dismay we have learned that eating like the Chinese does not guarantee looking like the Chinese!

We also learned that soup is an essential part of good health in China. It is eaten year round, even during the hot summer, because the Chinese believe the stomach should be kept warm for good health. Drinking cold water disrupts the body's balance and can cause illness. Also, the Chinese believe that drinking cold water makes the body sweat more—like condensation on a glass where the contents inside is a colder temperature than the room temperature outside. We proved that theory to be true. We couldn't give up our cold water, freezing bottles of it to get through a long day of teaching, and we noticed we sweat more than our Chinese students who drank hot water during class. One day just after we arrived in August, 2000, and began teaching in Guangzhou, a sub-tropical city in southern China, Gordon came home from class dripping wet. I thought he had fallen into the lake next to our hotel building. He wrung water out of his tie, he was so wet! But, it was just perspiration. Without air conditioning, walking up a steep hill to his class, and wearing a suit and tie to impress his students on the first day of his American Law class, his body just couldn't handle the heat. We have learned to appreciate room temperature water, use hand fans, and yes, even to eat hot soup on a hot summer day.

Living and working in China is a learning experience. Some say for very little pay by American standards—on average about [image: alt]
 400 per month per person; which, when compared with many of the Chinese who wouldn't see that amount in a year's worth of hard work, is a luxury and we would never complain about it. We consider payment in the form of wonderful experiences beyond measure. What was supposed to be a one-year stay became three, and we hope to come again. The Ministry of Education in China sees to it that foreign teachers are well cared for. Foreign teachers are a necessity for quality language teaching and China needs a lot of them. It was estimated that if every teacher in the United States came to China, it still wouldn't be enough for the number of English classes being taught.

The level of dedication the Chinese have towards education is admirable. Parents are especially dedicated to their child's education. And, with most families having only one child as a result of China's one-child policy, the success of that child may be critical. Even in poor rural areas parents sacrifice to pay the education fees for their children, to provide a good study environment, and to offer encouragement, maybe even pressure. The sad result is that quite often the parents must endure their beloved child, often as young as elementary school age, moving away from home to a distant school with only an occasional visit home.

In most circumstances, Chinese people are group-oriented. They do not see themselves as individuals so much as a common portion of a group. The welfare of the group is more important than the welfare of the individual. This is seen in the classroom as well. Although students are highly competitive, it is important to them that their classmates also do well. This is a remarkable trait. Unfortunately, it can result in complete silence by the class as one student will not want to show up the rest of the class by voluntarily answering the teacher's questions.

But even though it can be a challenge in this group-oriented culture to get students to volunteer information in classroom discussions, Chinese students are a teacher's joy. They are respectful, attentive and dedicated—at least at the college level. My experience has been teaching at universities and all of the students, my classroom students as well as those we meet on campus, are delightful; a little shy, but delightful nonetheless. In our preparation training by our sponsoring university, we were told by other teachers who had taught here that we would love the students. We thought they were exaggerating. And not being much of a people-person myself, I was sure my experience would be different. I was wrong. We love our students. They have become our extended family.

Because many of our Chinese students and friends are like family to us, it is hard not to hug them when we have to say goodbye. But we have learned, from painful feelings of rejection when some who we started to hug pulled away, that most Chinese people are uncomfortable with hugging. To save our feelings, and to avoid making them feel uncomfortable, now we just shake hands unless they initiate a hug. From my students I have learned that hugging is not common in many Chinese families. It is disrespectful to show such commonness or equality with an elder, even one's parents. One young woman told me she very much wanted to hug her mother, but whenever she tried her mother pulled away. So I was thrilled to tears, after returning for a brief visit at a school where we had previously taught, when fifty of my students came to see us and, after requesting permission, lined up to give me a goodbye hug. Even though the Chinese are not physically affectionate with their elders they are physically affectionate with their peers. It is not uncommon to see two men walking along, one's arm around the other's shoulder; or two women walking along holding hands like young school girls. This is done as a gesture of friendship and care—as if protecting someone as they cross a busy street.

Teaching at China's top universities has given us the opportunity to teach some of China's best students. So, as teachers, we are surprised when these brilliant, well-above-average students apologize for being common, for being average. We find them to be anything but common or average. So why do they apologize? Why do these young people see themselves as so ordinary and common that their opinion couldn't possibly be of any value? They would rather quote the thoughts and writings of an outdated scholar than voice their own opinion. This may be a result of the teaching culture. The teaching culture , at least in the past, has focused heavily on teaching students what to think, not necessarily how to think. Many a Chinese class is spent in memorizing and reciting course information. This can be frustrating to foreign teachers who want their students to think creatively, to analyze and apply knowledge, not just absorb and repeat it. A friend of ours who hires graduating Chinese students for an international company told us it takes seven years, on average, of on-the-job training to prepare newly hired students in how to analyze and make judgments on their own.

One day in class I was pleasantly surprised by the creative thinking of one of my students. We were holding class debates in my Advanced Oral English classes for non-English majors. An intelligent young lady proved how creative these top students can be. She was debating against a young man on the class-suggested question: Should women earn as much money as men for the same job done? The young man presented a convincing list of reasons why the female worker was less strong, less reliable, etc., and therefore should not receive equal pay. He provided statistics and examples. She smiled. He waxed eloquent about the hardships women have in managing children, home and family. She didn't argue. He felt confident in his having presented the stronger position. He finished and smiled. Then she spoke. She said she agreed with him; he was right, women were all these things and they did have the additional hardships of managing children, home and family. He smiled again. And then she went on. For all these reasons, which had been so well-stated by her opponent, she said women should not receive equal pay with men for the same job done... and then she paused... they should receive more! I delighted in seeing the young man's jaw drop. She beamed. What could he say? She had won; using his position and convincing evidence.

Yes, China is full of surprises, and each new surprise adds another learning experience. One such surprise has been in the area of travel. We have enjoyed the opportunities we have had to travel with some of our students, to meet their families and be the honored guests in their homes, and to travel with China's general population. Traveling with our students has given us rare insights that the average foreigner tourist isn't privileged to know; such as, terra cotta warriors aside, you haven't been to Xi'an unless you have had yang rou pao mo—mutton soup—where you enjoy thirty minutes of conversation before the meal as you break up the hockey-puck-like bread roll into tiny little bits in your bowl that the mutton soup is then poured over. Or, that the best tasting jiaozi—dumpling—in all of China is made by Xiaofei's father in their home in Chengdu. Furthermore, if you go to the Panda Preserve between 9:00-10:00 a. m., when the pandas are being fed, and you are not with a big group and you have a Chinese friend ask nicely for you, for a small fee you might get the opportunity to pet a panda.

So many things we have learned since coming to China. We came thinking we would teach top university students and help them change China. But what really happened was we learned, we changed; we became the Unexpected Students. We haven't learned the language as well as we had hoped; but we have learned so much more than we had expected. These are treasured life experiences resulting in friendships that are now our extended families. We love the Chinese people—their bottomless wells of patience, their respect for family, their long hours of hard work, their ability to find pleasure in a simple life, their incredible sense of humor, and their ability to laugh and smile even though to some it seems that life has handed them little more than a partially filled rice bowl.

We admire them for their history, their pride in their country, their desire to make their country an even greater nation, and their dedication to seeing it happen. This is an exciting time of growth, openness and international relations for China, and we are happy to be observers.

If I had to describe China in one image it would be: white fiber-reinforced plastic with red and blue stripes. You see it everywhere; sheets and sheets of it. What is it? It is the plastic sheeting used around construction sites. Yes, it seems all of China is under construction. Like a colorful chrysalis from which an exotic and most desired butterfly will immerge, this fiber-reinforced plastic is wrapped around a changing China. And if you blink an eye you could miss the transformation. In a matter of days entire blocks of buildings can disappear and a park with grass, trees, and colorfully designed flowerbeds could be in its place.

Hutongs, the walled, residential labyrinths from bygone years, interspersed among the tall modern buildings in downtown Beijing, are sadly disappearing. We had the opportunity to visit an area of hutongs a few weeks before they were to be torn down. The feeling of peace and stability in the four facing houses, knowing families supported and nurtured each other there, the center courtyards' mature trees with leaves fluttering in the breeze cleaning the air around these quaint little homes, was a startling contrast to the stark and modern buildings towering overhead. Thank goodness someone had the forethought to save a few of these monuments to Chinese family life for historical purposes.

One hutong (alleyway) just across from the west entrance to Peking University was a favorite of ours because it had, of all things, a western-style college coffee house called Babble On, which we frequented now and then for a hamburger or plate of spaghetti. Well, we kept saying, "We need to take some pictures of this adorable little street." But we put it off and put it off and, you guessed it, it was gone overnight. The entire street. Gone. Overnight. The only thing that remained was a public bathroom on the corner.

But what would really be sad in this transformation of China is if the traditions, feelings, and memories of people growing up here, having a family here, and dying here, disappeared as well. These memories—the "old ways"—need to be remembered because no matter how much we change outside, our insides are still influenced by who we are and where we come from.

My students have taught me much about Chinese life the way it was, and is, for them as China transforms. I share their stories and experiences so that all who read this book may be Expected Students in this wonderful land of China.
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The Warmth of Friendship (D, I)

A Perfect Man (Df, D, D/C)

A Smile or a Tear (Df, I, C/C, SbS)

5. Thoughts on Home and Family

My Grandmother's House (D)

Grandpa's Diary (D, N)

Plans for Winter Vacation (D, N)

Happy Family (I)

My Father (D)

Going Back to Childhood (D, N)

Couch Potato (D)

Bookworm (D, N)

Their Love I Don't Know (D, N)

My Mother (D)

Family (Df, I)

My Bedroom (D)

My Hometown—A Little Seaside City (D)

My Hometown—Xi'an (D, I, C/C, PbP)

Spring Festival (D)

Christmas and Spring Festival (Df, D, I, C/C, PbP)

The Necessity of Baby Control (I, P, C/E)

6. Thoughts on China

Beijingers and Shanghainese (I, C/C)

Chinese Mode of Thinking (unedited) (I, D/C, PbP)

Chinese Mode of Thinking (edited) (I, D/C, PbP)

The Golden Mean—A Keen Characteristic of Chinese Thinking (I, N, D/C)

Why Chinese Like Drinking Tea (I, P, C/E)

What Is China? (No. 1) (Df, D, I, P, C/C, PbP)

What Is China? (No. 2) (Df, D, I, P, D/C, PbP)

What Is China? (No. 3) (Df, D, I, P, D/C, SbS)

What Is China? (No. 4) (Df, D, I, D/C, PbP)

What Is China? (No. 5) (Df, I, P, D/C, PbP)

A Big Family (Df, D, I, N, D/C)

China Is a Spirit (Df, D, I, D/C, PbP)

No Easy Answer (Df, D, P, C/C)

The "Mystery" of China's GDP and GNP (I, P, C/E)

What Has Caused China to Rapidly Develop

Since 1978? (I, P, C/E)

China, We Bless You! (Df, I, D/C, SbS)

China's Unexpected Student (by Diane M. Coffman) (D, I, C/C, PbP)


References

（参考书目）

1．《英汉写作手册》（修订本）：丁往道、吴冰等编著，外语教学与研究出版社，1994年第2版。

2. Ann Raimes, Hunter College, City University of New York, Keys for Writers—A Brief Handbook, Second Edition (Houghton Mifflin Company, 1999), pages 53-80.

3. Baydar, N. & Brooks-Gunn, J. (1991), "Effects of Maternal Employment and Child-Care Arrangements on Preschoolers' Cognitive and Behavioral Outcomes: Evidence from the Children of the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth," outh," Developmental Psychology, 27, pages. 932-945.

4. D. Lee, C. Hall, M. Hurley, American Legal English Using Language in Legal Contexts (The University of Michigan Press, 2002), pages 150-164.

5. Dr. L. Elder and Dr. R. Paul, Analytic Thinking: The Elements of Thinking and the Standards They Must Meet (The Foundation for Critical Thinking, 2003, www.criticalthinking.org), pages 6-9.

6. F. C. Mish, Merriam-Webster (Editor), Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition (Merriam-Webster, Inc., 1993).

7. H. L. Mencken, The American Language: An Inquiry into the Development of English in the United States (Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1963, Fourth Edition and two supplements, abridged, with annotations and new material by Raven I. McDavid, Jr. ).

8. Noah Lukeman, The First Five Pages: A Writer's Guide to Staying Out of the Rejection Pile (Fireside Books, Simon & Schuster, Inc., 2000), pages 31-34.

9. Oakley Hall, How Fiction Works (Story Press, 2001), pages 5-10, 57, 61, 88-103.

10. R. Flesch, Ph. D., and A. H. Lass, A New Guide to Better Writing (Warner Books, Inc., 1989).

11. R. Freedman, The Novel (New York: Newsweek Books, 1975), pages. 104-105.

12. Tessa Santiago, Brigham Young University, China Teachers Program, 2000-2003. Supplemental Teaching Materials: Word Choices, Thesis Statement, Points to Ponder, The Title, The Introduction, The Conclusion.

13. William Strunk, Jr. and E. B. White, The Elements of Style, Third Edition (Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc. 1979), page 23.

OEBPS/Image00000.jpg
1. When we 2.within a 3.based on 4.leading to
think. we POINT OF ASSUMP- IMPLICA-
thinkfora  |=>| VIEW =>| TiONS =>| TIONS
PURPOSE

8.in bl 6. 1o make 5. We use
atiempting CONCEPTS INFER- INFORMA~
1o answer a and Ihéorics ENCES TION facts
QUESTION  |<— <o| and <5| and
orsolve judgments experiences
problem






OEBPS/Image00001.jpg
SUBJECT ASSERTION DEVELOPMENT (optional)
anoun | €73 |,aclause beginning with

averb use, so, to, although, even

though, while






OEBPS/Image00006.jpg
——

EEAFRBREMERS]

S

PG R

A Peking University Coursebook on
English Exposition Writing






OEBPS/Image00008.jpg





OEBPS/Image00004.jpg
a

Relum 1o
opening theme

Conclusion ﬁ

Summarize. reslale
position and purpase.

&

Analysis. Interpretation.
Application.

Opener. Focus.

Scope(optional)

Q

Thesis Statlement,|

g

First subject/point/event
Illustration. evidence. reference.

Second subject/point/event.
Tlustration. evidence. reference.

B [Purpoes

Intemal Structure.

.ompare/Contrast.
Cause/Effect. Divide/Cla:






OEBPS/Image00005.jpg





OEBPS/Image00002.jpg
Stepl-Researeh: Think about the topic. Research, Analyze, Evaluate, Interpret

p2-Plan: Organize. Select, Arrange. Structure, Add and Eliminate
Step3-Draft: Write. Review. Rewrite, Reorganize, Transition

Stepd-Critique: Re-evaluate. Peer Review. Rewrite
StepS-Revise/Rewrite: Rework. Rewrite
Slep6-Critique again: Revise

Step7-Finalize





OEBPS/Image00003.jpg





