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前　　言

雅思口语，无疑是最令考生揪心的一部分；而在雅思三个部分中，尤其让人胆寒的是第二部分，即2分钟独立就某一话题发表演说。很多考生认为，这一部分中，话题不熟悉导致没话说，缺乏扩展能力导致说不多，语言功底弱导致错误多，是三个最常见的问题。笔者认为，这种现象恰如其分地反映了中国考生的一个问题，也就是第二部分考察的两个难点：independent long talk 和 presentation skill。前者考察考生持续使用英语的能力，后者则是英语国家人民的一项基本素质，而这恰恰是被我国传统教育忽视的。所以很多考生在平时缺乏必要口语训练的情况下，在考试中不仅要面对英语的压力，还要使用这一对他们来说非常陌生的模式来操作，低分也就在情理之中了。

那么如何解决这一棘手的问题呢？雅思第二部分的题目，虽然具体的题目千变万化，但其实还是存在一个相对稳定的题库。具体地说，大家只要做好充分的准备，在正式考试中，虽无法保证碰到完全一样的考题，但是基本可以做到考题50%甚至更多的内容处于“已准备状态”。这样，就可以充分避免无话可说、时间过剩，以及错误过多等问题了。本着这样一个目的，本书为大家提供了一套非常好的话题分类，共7大类50个topics，基本覆盖了雅思口语中可能出现的话题。每个话题提供一至两篇范文，为大家贡献一些ideas以及实用且可在考试中获得加分的expressions。书中口语范文类型多样，有正式的，也有非常口语化的，适合不同风格的考生。

最后，希望本书能够帮助大家开拓思路、强化表达、增强信心、攻克雅思口语！

对于书中尚存在的疏漏或谬误之处，敬请广大使用者批评指正。






编　者


2008年8月于

上海昂立托雅中心


People

人物篇







Describe a singer or musician that you like the most.

You should say:

　who the person is

　how you knew this person

　what the music is like

and explain why you like him/her the most.
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So I guess I will get the ball rolling by answering who the person is, and the first name that pops into my mind is Chester, the vocalist of the well-established band “Linkin Park”.

Moving on to the business of how I knew this person, well actually I got to know him from one of my pals long time ago, probably back in my senior high. I can still recall clearly that it was the first time for me to know what is the so-called “metal music”.

What’s more, in answer to the question of what the music is like, I really have to say that their music is quite unique. It is actually the mixture of rock, rap, and some other musical elements, and that’s exactly what the word “linkin” means. Another thing I’d like to mention is that the lyrics in most of their songs are quite sophisticated and meaningful, usually with a special perspective and a distinct insight into the human nature and emotions.

At last, with respect to why I like him, the most significant reason, in my opinion, is his special voice and power of his performance, always providing me with a strong musical strike and a dreamlike enjoyment.





【Vocabulary】

vocalist [ˈvəukəlist] n. 歌手，乐队主唱

lyric [ˈlirik] n. 歌词

with respect to 关于
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Jacky Zhang, a pop singer from Hong Kong, who is regarded as one of the most talented and greatest singers in China, is the one I like the most. So far, he has published more than 100 albums, and many of his songs have become the most popular ones both in streets and KTV.

I remember that it was in elementary school when I first listened to Jacky’s songs. At that time, I was deeply moved by his tender voice, and from then on, I fell in love with his songs, no matter the ones with quick beats or slow. His voice is likely to have magical power, easily getting me immersed in his world of music. Some of his songs are also translated into English version by foreign singers. For example, a song named “Back to your heart” from the famous group, Michael Learns to Rock, is a cover version of Jacky’s track.

Besides the great achievement accomplished by Jacky in music, his strong sense of responsibility shown in life is also the main reason I like him so much. It is known to all that he is a loyal and considerate husband and also a responsible father. Although he is busy, Jacky always tries his best to accompany his family members.

Therefore, at the bottom of my heart, Jacky is unquestionably the best singer so far, because I will never forget the happiness and sadness his music has brought to me.





【Vocabulary】

immerse [iˈməːs] vt. 沉浸，使陷入

cover version 翻唱版

track [træk] n. 音轨，歌曲







Describe an important person.

You should say:

　who the person is

　when you first knew him/her

　what this person does

and explain why he/she is important to you.
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If you ask me who has the greatest importance to me, I will answer you without hesitation: my mother, for she is the one that I love and that loves me most.

It is my mom who gave birth to me, bringing me into this brilliant world; it is my mom who brought me up, giving me the chance to study and pursue my dreams; and it is also my mom who always stands by my side, giving me strength whenever I am weak.

My mom is a psychiatrist, who dedicates herself to her career. I remember clearly that, when I was a little girl, I liked to go with her to the hospital and to watch her when she was at work. Being a shrink, she has to handle patients with different kinds of mental problems, which is actually very dangerous, for they might possibly attack the doctor at any time. However, my mother spares no effort to help them, treating them like her own family members.

Now, I don’t live with my mom, and I often miss her. But when I face some difficulties, her words will always come into my mind: “Be brave, dear daughter!”, and I will become much braver, because I know no matter how geographically far away we are, actually, deep inside my mom always stays by my side.





【Vocabulary】

psychiatrist [saiˈkaiətrist] n. 精神病医师，精神病学家

spare no effort 不遗余力







Compare two members of your family.

You should say:

　who the two people are

　how they are similar

　how they are different

and explain what you like about these two people.
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To commence with, I’d like to get started by looking at who the two people are, I guess I will pick my parents, with whom I have been living together for over 20 years.

Then, with regard to how they are similar, well, I really have to admit that in some cases they resemble greatly with each other. The most remarkable similarity is that they have almost the same taste of TV programs. In my memory, they never ever had any fight over the remote control, which is pretty rare. And they even share the same happiness and sorrow from lots of shows.

As to how they are different, I need to mention that they don’t have any apparent disparity. The most impressive thing is they used to have distinct opinions about my education, but this point has already been forgotten since I got into university, and it’s totally my choice after I crossed that line and became a college student.

Finally, in answer to what I like about these two people, I suppose that they love me deeply and have been taking great care of my life, and I really feel grateful of that.





【Vocabulary】

commence [kəˈmens] v. 开始，着手

resemble [riˈzembl] vt. 像，类似

remarkable [riˈmɑːkəbl] adj. 显著的

disparity [disˈpæriti] n. 不同，不一致







Describe a sports star you admire.

You should say:

　who the person is

　what he/she does

　what is special about him or her

and explain why you would like to meet him or her.
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I want to depict a world-renowned NBA basketball star named Yao Ming, who is actually from the same city as I. I believe everyone in Shanghai knows him for he is the real pearl of the city.

Yao got drafted by Houston Rockets in 2003 and began his professional career there. Currently, he is undoubtedly the best center as well as the most influential international player in the entire league. He has been present for 6 consecutive All-Star games since his landing.

Well, Yao is quite special in terms of both professionalism and business awareness. As a rookie, things weren’t quite going well with him, for he used to be too skinny and couldn’t really fit in with the tough body contact as well as the fierce competition in the league. But look at him now, after years of monotonous and harsh physical training, he’s already become strong and hard to shake in the paint. On top of that, Yao is also enthusiastic about attending a lot of commercials and has been making numerous investments in certain fields such as catering and fitness.

Finally, being a big fan of basketball, I will never get tired of meeting superstars. While a more important thing is that Yao is the pride of China, and it’ll be a great honor for me to see such a hero in person.





【Vocabulary】

depict [diˈpikt] vt. 描述，描写

renowned [riˈnaund] adj. 有名的，有声誉的

draft [drɑːft] vt. （篮球）选秀

rookie [ˈruki] n. 新手

monotonous [məˈnɔtənəs] adj. 单调的，无变化的

paint [peint] n. 篮下禁区，三秒区

catering [ˈkeitəriŋ] n. 餐饮业
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I guess I could start by saying something about who the person is, and I think I would have to choose the superstar Liu Xiang.

Then, with regard to what he does, I really need to add that this athlete from Shanghai has successfully achieved champion in the 110 meters hurdle race in the 2006 Swiss Tournament. He finished his race in 12.88 seconds which renewed the world record.

Going on to my third point of what is special about him, and the point I want to make here is that he has achieved the record which is said to be impossible, creating a miracle in front of a world of spectators. In recent years, Chinese athletes have successfully gained international recognition for their outstanding performance. However, there haven’t been many breakthroughs on the track field, and that’s why I admire Liu so much.

So finally, if I have time, in answer to the question which is why I’d like to meet him, really I should mention that I am eager to have his autograph, so I would probably take a picture together with him and ask him to sign the photo!





【Vocabulary】

with regard to 关于

hurdle [ˈhəːdl] n. 跨栏

tournament [ˈtuənəmənt] n. 比赛，锦标赛

autograph [ˈɔːtəgrɑːf] n. 亲笔签名


Places

地点篇







Describe an important building.

You should say:

　where the building is

　what it looks like

　what it is used for

and explain why you think it is important.
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As a local citizen, the most important building for me, of course, is the Oriental Pearl TV Tower, coz it is the most significant symbol of Shanghai. Oriental Pearl is located in Lujiazui, Pudong New Area, and it is one of the most popular tourist attractions in Shanghai ever since its completion. Every year, millions of travelers choose to visit this scenic spot when they come to this metropolis.

The tower has 100 floors, and is the highest building in Asia, the third highest in the world. Standing on the top floor, you can have a bird’s-eye view of the entire city. How amazing it is! By the way, there is also a post office, which is known as the highest one in the world. There are a lot of beautiful cards for sale, and you can select one and send it to your friends or family members. I’m sure it will be really special.

The tower is mainly used to broadcast TV and radio programs. As a matter of fact, all the multi-media programs we now enjoy on the buses and subways are relayed from this place. If you have a chance to visit Shanghai, you’ll definitely regret it if you miss it, because it is really worth going.





【Vocabulary】

tourist attraction 旅游景点

scenic spot 景点

metropolis [miˈtrɔpəlis] n. 大城市

a bird’s-eye view 俯瞰

subway [ˈsΛbwei] n. 地道，地铁







Describe an interesting historical place.

You should say:

　what the place is

　where it is located

　what you can do there

and explain why this place is interesting.
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So I suppose I should commence with the initial aspect, which is what the place is, and the first name occurring to me is the Temple of Heaven.

Moving onto the next point of its location, actually it is located in the southern part of Beijing, and it’s China’s largest existing complex of ancient sacrificial buildings. Believe it or not, it is three times the area of the Forbidden City.

Moreover, in response to what we can do there, I have to tell you that there we can see the Altar of Prayers for a Good Harvest, standing on a round foundation built with three levels of marble blocks. There is also the famous Echoing Wall enclosing the Imperial Vault of Heaven. One interesting place is the Center-of-Heaven Stone that echoes when a visitor speaks loudly when standing on the stone. Nearly every visitor likes to try it.

At last, as to why this place is interesting, I believe the most exciting part is the design of the temple, which reflects the ancient mystical Chinese perception of things. For example, because the number nine was considered the most powerful digit, many things are designed in multiples of nine. The Temple of Heaven is where the Emperor came every winter to worship heaven and to pray for a good harvest. A bad harvest could be interpreted as his fall from heaven’s favor and might threaten the stability of his reign. Now the temple is a place where many people do exercises in the morning. This is a great change of role for The Temple of Heaven.





【Vocabulary】

Temple of Heaven 天坛

complex [ˈkɔmpleks] n. 联合体

sacrificial building 祭祀场所

the Forbidden City 紫禁城

the Altar of Prayers for a Good Harvest 祈年坛

marble blocks 大理石块

Echoing Wall 回音壁

the Center-of-Heaven Stone 天心石

mystical [ˈmistikəl] adj. 神秘的，奥秘的

reign [rein] n. 统治, 统治时期
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Personally, the most interesting historical place is the Great Wall, which is located in Beijing, the capital of China. And it is one of the most reputable places of interest on this wonderland. Almost every tourist, no matter he or she is from abroad or other parts of China, will undoubtedly visit the Great Wall if travelling to Beijing.

There is an old saying goes like this: “You are not a hero unless you climb onto the Great Wall.” So many people are vying to climb the Great Wall, hoping to prove their bravery.

The Great Wall has a long history. It is said that it was originally built to prevent the assault from other countries. And the construction work turned out to be not easy at all. It would be years before it's finally completed. Once I read a report, and it is said that the Great Wall is likely to be the only artificial architecture which can be spotted from the moon. All the Chinese people feel so proud of this tremendous masterpiece.

Fortunately, in 2002, I got a chance to visit Beijing. I was so excited that I finally had an opportunity to appreciate the beauty and mystery of the Great Wall. Even if it happened several years ago, I can still clearly remember this unforgettable journey. So if you ask me to recommend an interesting place, certainly, I will tell you: “The Great Wall must be you best choice!”





【Vocabulary】

reputable [ˈrepjutəbl] adj. 著名的

assault [əˈsɔːlt] n. 攻击，袭击

tremendous [triˈmendəs] adj. 极大的，巨大的







Describe a beautiful natural place you have been to.

You should say:

　what the place is

　when you have been there

　what you did there

and explain why this place is interesting to you.
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OK, so here my first point would obviously be what the place is, and I really want to describe a famous scenic spot in Hangzhou, with the name of West Brook. This place is actually newly-developed by Hangzhou municipal government, highlighting natural swamps and a great variety of flora in that mythical area.

Next, in reply to the business of when I have been there, according to my memory, I backpacked there together with some friends in a summer about three years ago. We really had a great time there.

As to what I did there, I have to admit that there were not enough options since the place was purely a botanical garden. I mainly walked around and feasted my eyes with the beautiful sceneries, especially the exotic vegetation I’ve never seen before. Another impressive part is that there were also several exhibition halls, displaying various kinds of agricultural tools in ancient time, which really broadened my horizons.

Finally, with regard to why this place is interesting to me, I guess the most important reason is that as a resident in a metropolis, I don’t have so many chances to go to the countryside and to enjoy the natural sceneries. And the West Brook is a good choice to get close to the nature.





【Vocabulary】

flora [ˈflɔːrə] n. （所有植物的总称）植物群

mythical [ˈmiθikəl] adj. 神话的，虚构的

backpack [ˈbækpæk] vi. 背包旅游

botanical [bəˈtænik(ə)l] adj. 植物学的

exotic [igˈzɔtik] adj. 奇异的
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I have been to many natural places before, but the one leaving me the deepest impression is Huashan Mountain, as it was a memorable and adventurous journey.

It was in 2001 when I travelled there with my friend Cindy. The mountain is situated next to the city of Xi’an in Shanxi province. It was the first time I traveled without my parents, so I felt really excited. On the way, we encountered two boys, Michael and Jack, who were college students from Holland and were enjoying their summer vacation. We chatted happily and decided to climb the mountain together. We started at 11:00 p.m., for we knew that it would cost 5 hours or so to climb to the top, and then it was exactly the time to watch the sunrise. As is known to all, Huashan Mountain is renowned for its steepness, so it was very difficult to climb, especially at night. Along the way, we saw some faint lights from flashlights or lighters, making the whole picture extremely glamorous! Thanks to Michael and Jack’s encouragement, we finally arrived at the summit punctually and safely. How excited we were at that moment!

This trip is unforgettable for me, as it was the first time I climbed to the top of a mountain and also the first time I made friends with overseas people. I cherish this memory forever.





【Vocabulary】

steepness [ˈsti:pnis] n. 险峻

flashlight [ˈflæ∫lait] n. 手电筒，闪光灯

glamorous [ˈglæmərəs] adj. 富有魅力的，迷人的







Describe a garden you like to go to.

You should say:

　where the garden is

　what it looks like

　what you usually do there

and explain why you like to go there.
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To begin with, in response to the initial question of where the garden is, actually it is located in the south-western corner of my neighborhood, and is within walking distance from the apartment building I live in.

Then, speaking of what it looks like, I really need to add that it looks pretty common at first glance, square-shaped, medium-sized, and with a lot of vegetation inside. The most interesting part is a circle of pebble path in the middle of the garden, where people can take a walk barefooted. This path actually serves as a massage facility, and it feels great when walking on it.

With regard to the question of what I usually do there, I guess the most frequent thing I carry out is sitting on a bench and enjoying the fresh air. Since the vegetation there is wonderful, I strongly believe that the place is perfect for refreshment. Also, in some cases I will use the sporting facilities to do some exercises.

Finally, I’d like to bring in the point of why I like to go there, I think the foremost reason is that this garden is the nearest place where I can expose myself to, at least, some natural greenery. You know, for a local citizen, a natural or even semi-natural environment is really precious.





【Vocabulary】

pebble [ˈpebl] n. 小圆石，小鹅卵石

barefooted [bεəˈfutid] adj. 光着脚的

refreshment [riˈfre∫mənt] n. 精力恢复







Describe a library you like to go to.

You should say:

　where the library is

　how often you go there

　who you go there with

and explain why you like to go there.
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I guess I should get the ball rolling by answering where the library is. It is located two blocks away from my neighborhood. It is the biggest community library in the district I reside in.

Then, talking about how often I go there, well, I have to admit that currently I go there irregularly, but back in my school days, I used to go there quite often, almost on every weekend.

Concerning the matter of who I go there with, I hold the habit of going there with my family. When all of us have time, we may drive to the library and immerse ourselves in the sea of knowledge till it gets dark.

Finally then, dealing with the last question of why I like to go there, I believe the most significant reason is that the place is a treasury of information. We can find almost everything we need there. At the same time, the resources are extremely plentiful. Besides the traditional paper books, we also have access to the Internet, and there are even various kinds of data for reference, which are never available outside.





【Vocabulary】

reside [riˈzaid] vi. 居住

treasury [ˈtreʒəri] n. 宝库
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As a matter of fact, I am not a bookworm. So library is for sure not my thing. Only when I got extremely bored may I grab a book and look through few pages. I can say I will never be tempted by any book except one with something about fashion, like Vogue, or one about the beautiful language of English.

But there is a library in Shanghai Jiaotong University that I often go to. It is not I would like to go there. It is just I have no choice, coz the dorm of my university is worse than horrible, and thus I have nowhere to go study. So it’s better to calm down a bit and find a shelter. In the library, I spend most of my time being with my favorite magazine English Corner. It is a Chinese magazine, but I think that is the best English learning material I can ever find in my country. There are a lot of slangs in the book. I love slangs. I think it is a kind of art. Some slang can put you right into that scenario. You can actually feel the language and there are a lot of culture things in it. I love it.

Actually, I go there quite often, especially when I don’t hang out with friends. Of course, I would go there alone. My friends have other better things to do. But sometimes it is nice to stay alone, for I can cool down a little, enjoy some time being myself and dive into the world of English.





【Vocabulary】

bookworm 酷爱读书的人

grab a book 随便拿一本书

hang out with 和……一起玩，泡在一起







Describe a museum in your home-town.

You should say:

　where the museum is

　what it looks like

　what the exhibits are

and explain whether you think the museum is important.
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I suppose I should commence by responding to the first question of where the museum is, I think it is located in the middle of People’s Square, the downtown area of my hometown.

Then, moving on to the next point which is what it looks like, I really want to mention that the appearance is extremely unique. If viewed from the top, the image closely resembles that of an open book, perfectly highlighting the essence of a museum, knowledge and information.

Furthermore, with reference to what the exhibits are, I have to say that the things on display actually vary greatly according to different seasons. But the main focus of the museum is cultural stuff in both ancient and modern times.

Finally, in answer to the matter of whether I think the museum is important, I believe the answer is absolutely yes. Although it just covers a small piece of land, the museum is invaluable. It records and displays huge accumulations of our culture. And thus, to keep the museum is to preserve the treasure of our race, and even of the whole mankind. At the same time, to visit the museum is to review our resplendent history.





【Vocabulary】

accumulation [əˌkju:mjuˈlei∫(ə)n] n. 积累

resplendent [risˈplendənt] adj. 辉煌的，灿烂的
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Actually, there is only one museum in my hometown, so it seems I have no choice then. You know, these days nobody would stop by a museum except he really gets bored and has no other better ways to kill time.

The museum looks nice though. I mean the design of the whole building. And it’s in the center of my hometown. But what is interesting is that I found there are millions of people passing by every single day, but almost nobody even bothers to take a glance at it. It may be because of its bad reputation of showing those boring stuff like pottery, sometimes boring pictures of a not very famous poet who died a thousand years ago, or even some “nice” penmanship of a person that nobody knows, which could be a scrawl to those who know nothing about calligraphy, like me.

So personally, I think the museum there is just a waste. If I were a member in the government, I would definitely change it into a fitness center which may bring far more benefits to the people who live nearby.





【Vocabulary】

penmanship [ˈpenmən∫ip] n. 书法，书写的风格

calligraphy [kəˈligrəfi] n. 书法

fitness center 健身中心，健身房







Describe a restaurant you enjoy going.

You should say:

　where it is

　who you go there with

　what is special about it

and explain why you enjoy going there.
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OK, I’d like to say something about my favourite restaurant named Banana Leaf, specializing in Tai food.

In the first place, regarding the subject of where it is, actually it is located on the top floor of Hong Kong plaza, which is among the most prosperous places in Shanghai.

Then as to who I go there with, I have to say that it really depends. The only thing I’m sure about is I never go alone, either with my family or my pals.

In addition, in answer to what is special about it, I guess the unique flavor is the answer. Like I’ve mentioned above, the restaurant specializes in Tai food, and thus various kinds of curry are used. Another outstanding feature is that there are a group of entertainers regularly throwing fantastic performances during dinner hours, providing customers with a fun atmosphere.

Last but not least, with reference to the subject of why I enjoy going there, I suppose the most critical reason is that this restaurant is the most incredible dining place I’ve ever been to. It not only serves tasty food, but offers reasonable prices and a graceful environment as well. Banana Leaf almost meets my criteria for a restaurant, and thus I truly fancy this place.





【Vocabulary】

specialize [ˈspe∫əlaiz] vi. 专攻，专门从事

graceful [ˈgreisful] adj. 优美的

fancy [ˈfænsi] vt. 喜欢
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Restaurant, interesting! I love eating! I do believe that I can share some experience and opinions with you.

Actually I have been to millions of restaurants, so it is pretty hard for me to pick just one. I love the take-away restaurant down the road nearby the place I live, coz that is the one I can not live without. It offers low-price dishes which would not make me broke at the end of the month. But the one I really love is Sasha’s, which is located in Hengshan Road. Maybe you have never heard of it. It is a bar restaurant and it offers a lot of house wine and cocktails. You would feel so hard to choose because there are too many choices. But I am more than sure that you would jump off your cozy chair when you see the price. So make sure you have got a fat wallet and you’d better take half your monthly salary before you go.

I don’t go there often due to the high prices, but I really love the place, especially the service and environment. It just feels so relaxing to have a drink and order some good Mexican food that makes me drool. Sometimes I go alone but sometimes with friends. That offers me different feelings but both are nice.





【Vocabulary】

broke [brəuk] adj. 一文不名的

house wine 店酒，餐厅精心挑选出的适合大部分人口味的酒

cozy [ˈkəuzi] adj. 舒适的，安逸的

drool [druːl] vi. 流口水







Describe your idea of an ideal house.

You should say:

　what type of house it would be

　why you would like to live there

　what special features it would have

and explain whether you think you will ever live in a house like this.
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Well, I suppose I should start off by answering what type of house it would be, and I would definitely prefer it to be a villa of three floors.

Besides, in reply to why I’d like to live there, I think the reason is quite obvious—it just feels great to live in such a fancy place, from which I can not only enjoy first-class material life, but gain huge amount of respect and admiration from people around.

Progressing to the subject of what special features it would have, I strongly hope that it could be equipped with state-of-the-art facilities, which would automate my life as much as possible. Another important thing is that my dream house needs to be totally environment-friendly, which means only clean power such as solar energy is supposed to be used to meet all the electrical demands.

To cut a long story short, with reference to whether I think I would ever live in a house like this, the answer, in my opinion, is yes. Although such a villa seems to be beyond my grasp at the current stage, I’m still full of confidence that owning this type of house will be made possible with the advancement of our society in the near future.





【Vocabulary】

state-of-the-art adj. 最先进的

grasp [grɑːsp] n. 把握
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Actually I have never even dreamed of having an apartment in Shanghai, let alone a house, you know, because of the frightening price here. Fifty thousand for one square meter! That’s crazy. I couldn’t even afford the room for a little dining table after working the whole year like a dog without spending a single penny.

But I can daydream a bit today. If I would have a house, I would like to put it on the soft beach, where I can watch the beach fun and have a sunbath. I want to make every room functional. I would have a lounge bar, which is my favorite. So I don’t have to travel that far every day, going for a drink in the pub. I also would like to put some heavy rock stuff in my room just like the ancient Chinese scholars did years ago.

If I could be allowed to dream a bit more, I want to make it a villa. I could just have a cup of coffee upstairs and leaf through some newspaper. For sure, I would love to have a swimming pool, a spa bath, sauna and steam room if I could. That’s all I want to have, not too demanding, but it is just a dream for me, at least now.





【Vocabulary】

let alone 更不用说

lounge bar 在本文中指说话人想在家中安一间雅座酒吧

spa [spɑ:] n. 温泉，矿泉







Describe a city or town you have been to.

You should say:

　which city/town it is

　what you visited there

　what you liked about the place

and explain if you would like to go there again.
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All right, I believe I should start the ball rolling by answering which city it is, and the first name coming into my mind is Qingdao, the most fabulous coastal city in Shandong Province.

What’s more, in response to what I visited there, actually I toured around numerous tourist attractions, including both natural scenes and cultural relics. Among all the places I visited, a magnificent Catholic church constructed by German invaders during WWII left me with the deepest impression.

Progressing to the subject of what I liked about the place, I guess my favorite part about the city is its constructions. As a coastal city, Qingdao has already become economically-developed. Decades ago, however, back to WWII, Qingdao used to be a strategic land for many foreign countries, and thus has been occupied by different invaders. And this special experience resulted in the diversity of its architectural style. War is evil, while culture is not. These great works of architecture have already become a treasure of mankind.

At last, in answer to if I would like to go there again, I think the answer is doubtlessly yes. Who will get tired of visiting such a wonderland?





【Vocabulary】

relic [ˈrelik] n. 遗迹，废墟

strategic land 兵家重地

diversity [daiˈvəːsiti] n. 差异，多样性
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I have not been to a lot of cities actually, even though I would love to. But when I have time, I do not have money. When I have got a little money, I do not have time.

Fortunately, thanks to the financial support of my mom and dad, I have studied abroad for one year, and that provided me with a perfect chance to go for a spree. I mean, traveling around without feeling guilty.

The place I love most is Edinburgh. You would see a lot of people with tattoos on their body. Some are quite scary, but some of them are nice. You could also see people with five colors in their hair. No kidding! It is so common in the street of Edinburgh. I know you would call them weirdo. But that is not the thing making you stay away from them. One more thing! You can not even count how many people with pierces everywhere on their body, like belly, I mean belly button. They would never feel even a bit shy about their spare tires. Of course, they would get their face pierced like anything, like they would never take it as their own face. Never know why they would torture themselves so much. But I like that. At least they have the guts to take so many pains to do what they like! That is what’s amazing about the people and about the city.





【Vocabulary】

spree [spri:] n. 狂欢

tattoo [tæˈtu:] n. 文身，文身花纹

weirdo [ˈwiədəu] n. 古怪的人，奇怪的人

pierce [piəs] n. 穿孔

belly button 肚脐

spare tire 啤酒肚

guts [gΛts] n. 勇气，胆量


Experience

经历篇







Describe something difficult that you did well.

You should say:

　what the thing was

　why it was difficult

　how you conquered the difficulty

and explain why you could do it well.
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Initially, in reply to what the thing was, even until this day I can still remember that was a translation project I got involved in at college. I did so because I wanted to put my language skills into practice and earn some pocket money in the meantime.

With reference to why it was difficult, I reckon the hardest part was the unification of different voices due to the big number of participants. Actually I was the team leader at that time and was responsible for all the hassles, such as distributing the task and connecting translations from different individuals. Things were pretty smooth at the beginning, while later some members had really distinct understandings over certain terms. What was worse, none of them was willing to back off. As a result, the whole project reached an impasse.

Then, moving onto the third point which is how I conquered the difficulty, I think the use of communication skills was the key to break this deadlock. I talked to those with problems respectively and persuaded them into reaching a compromise. Therefore, we could successfully finish the job as scheduled.

Finally, concerning the theme of why I could do it well, maybe the overriding incentive is the responsibility of being a leader. Also, honestly, another imperative reason is that I didn’t want to lose our pay!





【Vocabulary】

reckon [ˈrekən] vt. 猜想

unification [ˌju:nifiˈkei∫ən] n. 统一

hassle [ˈhæsl] n. 麻烦

impasse [æmˈpɑːs] n. 僵局

deadlock [ˈdedlɔk] n. 僵局

overriding [ˌəuvəˈraidiŋ] adj. 最重要的

incentive [inˈsentiv] n. 动机

imperative [imˈperətiv] adj. 必要的, 势在必行的
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The most difficult thing I have ever come across was my dissertation. I did my master’s degree in Canada, and it was a bit tough for me.

At the very beginning, it seemed I was right on track. I followed my supervisor’s advice and did a lot of stuff he told me. It was OK, but did not last long. He told me I had to design my own questionnaires, dig the information and put the data into kind of database thing. I put in the wrong order, so it became a total disaster for me. It became a total mess in the database and I had to type it in again. But what drove me nuts was the outcome was not the thing I was expecting. I had to change something in order to make it what I want. It was a bit cheating, but I was left no choice. What is even worse was he went to London for holidays one month before I submitted my dissertation, and I sent him thousands of emails but got no reply. After he was back from holidays, he told me it should not be like that, which means I had to rewrite my dissertation in two weeks. It was a nightmare for me—22 hours with computers 3 days in a row. But lucky enough, I got my dissertation handed in on time.





【Vocabulary】

dissertation [ˌdisə(ː)ˈtei∫ən] n. （学位）论文

questionnaire [ˌkwest∫əˈnεə] n. 调查表, 问卷

database [ˈdeitəbeis] n. 数据库, 资料库

nuts [nΛts] adj. 发狂的

in a row 连续地







Describe a religious or cultural event.

You should say:

　what the event is

　when people began to celebrate this event

　what people do on this event

and explain the most interesting part of this particular day.
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I think I need to start by talking about what the event is, and I will choose the welcome of the God of Fortune, which falls on the fifth day of the Chinese Lunar New Year.

In answer to the question which is when people began to celebrate this event, to be honest, I have no idea. But I reckon that people started to do so a long time ago, maybe right after they got interested in money.

Progressing to the subject of what people do on this event, I really need to mention that people begin their celebration from the first minute of this special day. And the only thing they do is to set off firecrackers and make huge flashes as well as noise, which, according to our tradition, may draw the God's attention and thus bring those families luck of fortune in the coming year.

Finally, with regard to the most interesting part of this particular day, I suppose it is the fact that almost nobody will go to sleep early since they know perfectly well that they will definitely be awakened as soon as the clock strikes 12 at midnight. Therefore, we can always notice an interesting phenomenon that the city is actually brighter on the previous night since more people are still up, waiting for the coming of the particular day.





【Vocabulary】

the God of Fortune （中国传统）财神

lunar [ˈluːnə] adj. 月的，农历的

firecracker [ˈfaiəkrækə(r)] n. 爆竹，鞭炮
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All right, it is a very interesting topic. It just reminds me of an event which is around the corner, St .Patrick’s Day. It is not very popular in our country actually, and some guys even have never even heard of it! But I am pretty sure that every Irish person would go for a Guinness on this special day, because it is really a big day for every single one of them.

St. Patrick was a very influential person in Irish history. He was born in Wales in about AD 385. He made a lot of efforts in converting the native pagans to Christianity, which really upset the pagan lords. So he was put behind bars several times. He died on March 17th in AD 461. That day has been commemorated as St. Patrick’s Day ever since.

These days, people celebrate the day with parades, wearing of the green, and drinking beer. You know green is the color of the Irish flag. One reason why St .Patrick’s Day has become so popular is that it comes just a few days before the first day of spring, so one might say it has become the first green of spring.





【Vocabulary】

St. Patrick’s Day 圣帕特里克节

Guinness [ˈginis] n. 英国产烈性黑啤酒之一种

commemorate [kəˈmeməreit] vt. 纪念







Describe a wedding you have attended.

You should say:

　when the wedding was held

　who attended the wedding

　what you did on that day

and explain if it was unforgettable to you.
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I have only been to the wedding ceremony once since I was born. It was quite boring. There were two parts in a wedding, the wedding ceremony and the wedding party.

In the ceremony, the bride and the groom would make some speeches, like thanking everybody for their coming to their wedding. And then it's their parents' turn, the bride and the groom would thank them for bringing them up. Sometimes I think they are just talking nonsense with no emotions. The next part would be a party. It is like a buffet actually, you pay money at the very beginning of the ceremony and you eat. It is usually the relatives and friends from both sides of the bride and the groom. It was quite boring and not like what I expected before. I used to think it should be a very romantic moment.

By the way, I won’t make my wedding dry like this. I would put my wedding speech in another way. At least, make everybody laugh but not fall asleep. And what’s more, I would like to go for a honeymoon or find a very nice place to celebrate it, if one day I would like to get married.





【Vocabulary】

wedding ceremony 婚礼

wedding party 婚宴（=wedding reception）

buffet [ˈbufei] n. 冷餐，自助餐







Describe the best holiday you have been on.

You should say:

　where/when you went

　how you traveled there

　why you chose to go to this place

and explain what you liked most about this holiday.
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OK, I guess I need to commence by saying something about where and when I went, I can still remember that I opted for Hainan as my destination in a sunny week last summer.

Next, talking about how I traveled there, actually I chose the most luxurious means—by air, since Hainan is an island located to the south of China mainland, and there were no other better options available.

Drawing attention to the matter of why I chose to go to this place, really the picturesque sea view was the most important reason. As a city dweller, there are very few sea elements in my life, and consequently I have extremely limited opportunities to enjoy beach life, which actually is something I’ve been longing for. Hence, there was no good reason for me to reject this chance of fulfilling my dream.

At last, in answer to what I liked most about this holiday, I have to say that the fascinating freshness was the best part. Like what I’ve mentioned above, everything about the sea was really new and thus the trip appealed to me greatly. So this trip not only realized my dream but also completed my life.





【Vocabulary】

opt for 选择

picturesque [ˌpikt∫əˈresk] adj. 美丽如画的

dweller [ˈdwelə(r)] n. 居住者，居民







Describe an important change in your life.

You should say:

　what the change was

　when it happened

　what the impacts are

and explain why the change is important.
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When I saw this question, nothing came to my mind. When I gave myself a bit more time to think about it, something suddenly popped up. The most important change in my life is that I chose to quit my study in China and find my own way to further education abroad. Every time I looked back, I always think this is the best choice I have ever made in my life.

This allowed me to know more about how people do things in another totally different country. I know a lot about the culture thing. I know western people don’t eat tomato with sugar but salt. I know they would think tattoo as a decoration or kind of art instead of thinking only bad people have it. Most western people make themselves darker instead of whiter. Foreign people are crazy about pub crawling. It is a must-do thing. They know better how to enjoy their lives, but not just working harder and harder.

I love to hang out with them, and it’s so much fun. They did influence me a lot. I think I got more faith in myself after I spent every single day and night with them, and I miss them a lot.





【Vocabulary】

pub crawl 在一晚上从一个酒吧到另一个酒吧持续不断地喝酒







Describe a festival that is popular in your country.

You should say:

　what the festival is

　how it is celebrated

　what is special about this day

and explain why it is popular in your country.
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Well, I think I’m supposed to start the ball rolling by answering what the festival is, and I really want to discuss the most influential one in China—the Spring Festival.

Then, concerning how it is celebrated, actually there are numerous means to do so. But the most common one, in my opinion, is to visit relatives and to have family dinners.

Continuing then with what is special about this day, I will definitely choose the feature that kids usually receive red envelopes with money inside from their elders, signifying good wishes for the coming New Year. So children are usually the happiest group when the Spring Festival is approaching.

In the end, I’d like to bring in the point of why it is popular in my country, I have to point out here that the Spring Festival closely resembles Christmas in the western world, which is a time mainly for family reunion. So it is important. In China, the Spring Festival is also the beginning of the lunar New Year, symbolizing a good start of everything. What’s more, it is probably among the festivals with the longest history, so that it has already permeated into everyone’s daily life and has become an unshakable part of it. With so many great features, how can it be unpopular?





【Vocabulary】

signify [ˈsignifai] vt. 表示

permeate [ˈpəːmieit] vi. 渗入
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It takes me a while to think about what to talk about as there are too many festivals we celebrate in China, like the Lantern Festival and the Spring Festival. But a lot of festivals which are quite popular in some other countries are coming in these days, like Christmas, Thanksgiving, Halloween or even Easter Day, some of which even beat our traditional festivals. To be frank, we do not even know what is behind them and why we should celebrate, we just take it as an opportunity to get together with friends and family.

So what I choose today is Halloween. A lot of Chinese people get dressed up and go for a theme party the night before Halloween. I went to a pub as well, and I felt the same thing that I felt when I was abroad. Some of them dressed like a vampire, a witch or a zombie. Quite scary, but I totally felt the spirit and atmosphere of Halloween. But the trick or treat thing is still not popular here. Maybe we should know more about the culture thing which is behind the festival.

Finally, the reason why it has become so popular is not very hard to explain. A lot of foreign people rush into China these days. They would definitely bring their culture in.





【Vocabulary】

Lantern Festival 元宵节

Halloween [ˌhæləuˈiːn] n. 万圣节

Easter [ˈi:stə] n. 复活节

vampire [ˈvæmpaiə] n. 吸血鬼

zombie [ˈzɔmbi] n. 僵尸

trick or treat 不给糖，就捣蛋（万圣节孩子要糖果时的口号）







Describe something dangerous you would like to do.

You should say:

　what the thing is

　why it is dangerous

　why you want to do it

and explain what you can get from doing so.
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In the first place, concerning what the thing is, I think I will prefer to venture into virgin forests, which might sound a little scary to some people.

In addition, with reference to why it is dangerous, I guess the reasons are quite obvious. A virgin forest is a place remaining almost unknown to humans, and thus a variety of unexpected dangers might occur such as being attacked by brutal animals, or even running into certain primitive tribes.

Proceeding with the issue of why I want to do it, I have to admit that it is part of my nature to look into the unexplored. In the meantime, I always want to enrich my life by exposing myself to a lot of new things, especially those which can never be experienced on the current life track.

In response to the final question of what I can get from doing so, the greatest benefit should be knowledge. My horizons will undoubtedly be broadened for I may witness quite a number of fauna and flora which I never heard of before. Another benefit will be the precious survival experience under such harsh and rigorous environment. Such training can surely benefit me in handling affairs in modern society.





【Vocabulary】

virgin forest 原始森林

primitive [ˈprimitiv] adj. 原始的

fauna [ˈfɔːnə] n. 全体动物的总称

rigorous [ˈrigərəs] adj. 严峻的，严酷的
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When I saw this question, my mind actually went blank. I have never thought about this question before. The only thing that came over to my mind is some extreme sports, like bungee and some other stuff like that. So I guess I will just say something about bungee.

Actually, I really want to give it a shot one day! Because I always want to try something I have never experienced before. It is quite dangerous actually, but still worth a go! There is no reason why I want to try it. Just want to actually feel how excited I would get when I am doing that, feel the speed of the wind and feel how fast I am going down. I hope I would not be trembling like anything before I try that, as I heard that numerous people quit at the last moment. You really need a bit guts and faith to do it!

I do not know what I will get from doing so. Maybe I would feel so scared and it feels like I am dead already and my soul comes back again. Maybe I would feel I might be so close to death. Maybe I would realize how happy I am just to be alive. I don’t know. So just wait and try.





【Vocabulary】

bungee [ˈbΛŋdʒi:] n. 蹦极

give it a shot（=give it a try）尝试一下

trembling [ˈtrembliŋ] adj. 发抖的，担心的，战栗的


Media

媒体篇







Describe a useful website you have visited.

You should say:

　what the website was

　how you found the address for this website

　what the website contained

and explain why it was useful to you.
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All right, I suppose I could start the ball rolling by responding to what the website was, the first website that comes to my mind is Google, one of the most famous search engines in the world.

Now concerning the matter of how I found the address of it, well, as far as I can remember, it’s the first website I’ve ever known and also the most frequently visited. I got its address because it was contained in my computer system, from this you can see how influential it is.

Moving onto the business of what the website contains, I should say that it is just like the root of the tree for the global Internet, from which you can reach to all sources of information. Open it, the front page is simple, well-designed and informative, and then fill in the blank with what you need. In a few seconds, the whole world is on your computer screen.

So to end with, if I still have time, I could take care of the final question of why it was useful to me, and I guess that it was useful to me in the beginning because it’s not complicated, like an ATM. It’s useful to me now because, um, it’s like a bus with no conductor, you can go anywhere and won’t lose your way home. Basically Google seems to be a miracle for me.





【Vocabulary】

front page 首页







Describe a TV program that you like the most.

You should say:

　what the program is

　when you watched it

　what this program is about

and explain why you like it the most.
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Initially, regarding what the program is, the first name popping into my mind is Date on Saturday, the hottest program designed and broadcasted by Oriental TV station.

Second, on the subject of when I watch it, I think the first time I saw it was about a decade ago, when I switched to that channel accidentally but got hooked on it immediately. Since then, I become a loyal follower of this program.

Progressing to the third point of what this program is about, we can clearly tell from the name that it’s about matchmaking, to be more exact, speed dating. In this program, the hosts actually serve as matchmakers and invite single guys and ladies to the studio. After that, the participants will be set up in pairs to get to know each other. At the end of the program, both guys and girls have the right to make their choices of whom they’d like to have further contact with on the spot.

Finally, in answer to why I like it the most, the essential reason is that this program is quite multi-functional, for it’s both entertaining and practical. It may help people to find their the other half while providing a huge number of people with great artistic amusement in the meantime. Therefore, I have a strong fondness for this program.





【Vocabulary】

hook [huk] v. 钩住，沉迷

matchmaking [ˈmæt∫ˌmeikiŋ] n. 做媒

speed dating 速配
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OK, personally, I am a big fan of numerous types of TV programs, among which, focus has been my favorite ever since my senior high.

As a super informative program providing all sorts of data, there are two reasons why I would fix my eyes on the TV screen as a routine at 5 o’clock every day. On the one hand, this program not only enables me to gain a full knowledge of what’s going on all over the world each day, but also gives me more insight into the matter. For instance, a domestic report on polarization reveals not only the Chinese government's positive attitudes towards such kind of problems but also its on-going measures to shorten the gap in the years to come.

On the other hand, the interaction between the program and its audience in this program is of great value to me. For example, there was once a topic about children’s education. An expert in the program claimed that strict education did work for children’s growth, which actually was quite against my point of view. So I voiced my opinion through the program’s hotline. After a heated discussion, the expert was persuaded by me. Shortly afterwards, I was offered a job as a consultant for their program. Since then, my love for this program has been further consolidated.





【Vocabulary】

polarization [ˌpəuləraiˈzei∫ən;-riˈz-] n. 两极化，分化

consolidate [kənˈsɔlideit] v. 巩固







Describe one of your favorite movies.

You should say:

　what the movie is

　where you watched it

　what the story is

and explain why it is your favorite.







[image: alt]


Among all the movies I’ve watched, Shrek has the greatest appeal to me. I watched this film at home on a cold winter night just after a quarrel between my girlfriend and me. I was in a bad mood at that moment and was thinking about ending the relationship. In fact, it was this story that lightened my heart and finally saved our love.

The story described two men pursuing a beautiful but cursed girl named Fiona. One was Shrek with an ugly appearance but a strong inner beauty while the other was quite the opposite. After the heated competition, Shrek laughed the last and I believe that once again proved the power of true love and one's appearance is often deceiving.

I am fascinated about this film because it not only bridged the gap between my girlfriend and me but also showed the meaning of true love. As for me, true love itself may be fairly complex, but sometimes it's amazingly simple. The minute you have the bravery of declaring your true feelings towards a man or a girl, you may get hold of a true love. Just say the three little words and you will get it.

Up to now, I have watched this movie more than ten times, which I understand, is quite weird to many people. However, nearly all of my friends who have seen this film hold exactly the same attitudes towards this romantic movie.





【Vocabulary】

appeal [əˈpiːl] n. 吸引力

cursed [ˈkəːsid] adj. 被诅咒的







Describe one of your most useful books.

You should say:

　what the book is

　how you got it

　what the book talks about

and explain how useful it is.
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Well, I guess I should start off by telling you something about what the book is, and I’d like to pick The Children’s Encyclopedia, or literally, The One Hundred Thousand Questions. I read it in my childhood.

And then, in reply to how I got it, I received this whole set as a birthday gift from my father when I was 6 years old.

Moving forward onto the area of what the books talk about, as you can guess from the name, the set of books covers many areas that a child might be curious about. It taught me about geography, biology, chemistry, and physics. Of course, at that time I wasn’t able to distinguish the difference between the subjects, but the books attracted me so much as a collection of the natural mysteries in my eyes. I loved these books and read them whenever I could. Until now, I can still remember how excited I was when I first lit up a light by connecting wires and batteries.

In the end, in response to how useful the books are, well, this set of books really broadened my horizons. It proves that my frequent access to the books not only cultivated my interest in natural sciences at a very early age, but also helped me build strong experimental skills through hands-on experience. Both these two things benefit me greatly in my current work and study.





【Vocabulary】

encyclopedia [enˌsaikləuˈpiːdiə] n. 百科全书

literally [ˈlitərəli] adv. 照字面意义，逐字地

hands-on experience 实践得到的经验
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In my opinion, I like New Concept English the most. NCE was developed by L. G. Alexander, who is often regarded as one of the most influential English educators in the world. I accidentally caught sight of them at a local bookstore. When I leafed through the contents of the book, I was amazed to find that all the content was highly integrated throughout the whole book.

This series of books specifically instructs people to improve their ability of communicating in English within a comparatively short period of time. Furthermore, it also teaches people how to make flexible use of different words and expressions in a large number of diversified occasions. Another thing is that it also assists students to learn about English cultural things, which are equally important to English learners. As we all know, to learn about a language, you must first understand the culture of the people who speak this language.

Personally, there is no doubt that this series of books is of great use. I am a clerk working with an overseas company, so a good command of English is both necessary and vital to me. However, I can't afford the time and money to sign up for an English training course, which is usually long and boring. Thus, seemingly the only way left for me is to find a more effective way to teach myself in my spare time. That’s exactly the reason why I select this series of books and the result turned out to be quite satisfactory.





【Vocabulary】

leaf through 浏览

integrated [ˈintigreitid] adj. 综合的，完整的

specifically [spiˈsifikəli] adv. 特定地，明确地







Describe a popular newspaper or magazine in your hometown.

You should say:

　what it is

　what it talks about

　how popular it is

and explain whether you like it or not.
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OK, I’d like to describe a reputable newspaper in Shanghai. Primarily, with regard to what it is, the one that I like to read is 21st Century. Under the supervision of China Daily, it is an English newspaper which greatly benefits Chinese English learners.

In response to what it talks about, it’s quite a comprehensive newspaper, which is divided into several sections. Apart from ones such as news, sports, business and science, it also includes a whole page of the entertainment section which is about the latest fashion, campus life, forum, and language lab. The entertainment and the science sections are my favorite. The entertainment part provides us with pictures and brief essays about western superstars. The science section introduces cute new electronic inventions close to our daily life.

Proceeding with the issue of how popular it is, I have to admit that most local high schools recommend their students this newspaper as supplementary reading material. It actually commands a very good market among teenagers.

As a final point, I’d like to bring in the point of whether I like it or not, I suppose I really enjoy this newspaper, for it combines language learning and the timeliness of news perfectly. It is more like a newspaper specifically made for our generation. The information it provides is just what we are interested in. Fashion, models, movie stars, this newspaper is made for a throbbing youthful world.





【Vocabulary】

entertainment [entəˈteinmənt] n. 款待，娱乐，娱乐表演

timely [ˈtaimli] adj. 及时的，适时的

timeliness n. 合时，时

supplementary [ˌsΛpliˈmentəri] adj. 辅助的

throbbing [ˈθrɔbiŋ] adj. 充满活力的

[image: alt]


Shanghai Daily enjoys a high popularity among both the old and the young in my hometown. It is actually an English newspaper reporting a wide range of everyday happenings, most of which take place in Shanghai.

The reasons why Shanghai Daily is so popular can be divided into the following three aspects. First of all, all the news is closely related to people’s lives such as the changes in fuel prices and the fluctuations of the local stock market. Secondly, its price is relatively lower than that of China Daily, its major competitor, which makes it more accessible to those with a tight budget. Thirdly, its effective promotional methods such as pouring huge amounts of money into advertisements create more potential customers.

However, I am not so keen on Shanghai Daily. In my opinion, the advantages mentioned above don't outweigh its great disadvantages. For example, its particular stress on local news alienates those who want to know more about the outside world. Then, with the shrinking of the price, the quality of contents actually turned inferior. Last but not least, the over-emphasis on market promotion actually diminishes its writing and editing quality, as they fail to get enough attention. That’s why I don’t subscribe to Shanghai Daily.





【Vocabulary】

fluctuation [ˌflΛktjuˈei∫ən] n. 波动, 起伏

accessible [əkˈsesəbl] adj. 易接近的, 可到达的, 易受影响的

alienate [ˈeiljəneit] v. 疏远

diminish [diˈmini∫] v. （使）减少，（使）变小







Describe a meaningful photo you keep.

You should say:

　what it is about

　when and where you took it

　who took it for you

and explain why it is meaningful to you.
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To commence with, in reply to what the photo is about, I have to say that it’s a memory of my family’s old house.

Going on to my next point of when and where I took it, if my memory doesn't fail me, the picture was taken 2 days right before our moving, which should be a decade ago. And it was taken just at the front door in front of the house.

Progressing to the subject which is who took it for me, actually we asked our next-door neighbor to take down this moment for my family as well as the place we used to live in. At that time, we still didn’t possess a digital camera and couldn’t check the quality of the picture right on the spot, and therefore we asked the neighbor to take quite a few of them so that at least one good photo could be guaranteed.

At last, with regard to the matter of why it is meaningful to me, the most significant reason, I suppose, is that it’s the only memory of my old house, which held a lot of joy and laughter in my childhood. What’s more, the house has already been bulldozed to make way for a new road, which makes the picture even more precious.





【Vocabulary】

on the spot adv. 现场

guarantee [ˌgærənˈtiː] vt. 保证，担保

bulldoze [ˈbuldəuz] v. 用推土机整地，推倒







Describe the most unforgettable advertisement you have ever seen.

You should say:

　when and where you saw it

　what it was about

　what you felt about it

and explain why it was unforgettable to you.
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OK, now I’d like to start from telling you when and where I saw this advertisement, and actually I saw it from TV just a couple of years ago.

Then, in reply to what it was about, well, it was a toilet commercial from Total. In the story, a man accidentally saw a hot lady from a plumbing service company unplugging his neighbor’s toilet, and he just wanted to clog up his own toilet, call up the same company and finally get the lady to his house. So the man began to pour all kinds of weird things, such as bottles and even flowerpots into the toilet and flush it, but surprisingly, it was so powerful that everything thrown in was scoured away smoothly. The final scene was a highlight of a disappointing expression on the man’s face.

Next, with regard to what I felt about it, I guess I have to say amusing and really impressive. This commercial is obviously successful for it didn’t bore the audience to death like many others did but aroused their interest in the brand.

Finally then, concerning the theme which is why it was unforgettable to me, I think the key reason is that this advertisement is both entertaining and persuasive, as it clearly highlighted the powerful function of the product in such a short but creative story. Hence, I consider it a great success and among the top commercials I’ve ever seen.





【Vocabulary】

plumbing service 管道服务

unplug [ˌΛnˈplΛg] v. 拔去（塞子、插头等），去掉……的障碍物，疏通

clog up 阻塞

flowerpot [ˈflauəpɔt] n. 花盆

flush [flΛ∫] vt. 冲洗
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Well, I have not watched TV for ages because of all my work. I do not even have time to give a glance at those advertisement boards along the street. So there is no advertisement, at least no good commercial in my mind now.

But a very impressive one suddenly occurred to me just now. It is still in my mind not because it’s well-designed but due to its fame for boos from the audience. I can not even count how many times I come across it on TV every day. It always cuts in the middle of interesting TV shows. Also, it lasts so long and it comes over and over again. It just makes me throw up coz it is really annoying. I really want to know what is going to happen next in the show and the commercial just kills the fun! Besides, this commercial is well-known for its silly lines. Everybody says that is an exaggerating way to make fun out of it.

Another thing is that it is about a kind of so-called nutritious product which,in my point of view, would in fact never do any good to your health. That is the most important reason why it seems gross to me.





【Vocabulary】

boo [bu:] n. 嘘声

gross [grəus] adj. 恶心的


Objects

物品篇







Describe something useful in your family.

You should say:

　what the object is

　what it is used for

　how often you use it

and explain why you consider it useful.
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When talking about a useful thing in my family, I will surely say that it’s the blood-pressure monitor, which, as the name implies, is used to measure the high and low pressure of people's blood.

It is estimated that close to 1 billion people are suffering from the problem on a global scale. That is to say, one out of six adults in the world is suffering from high blood pressure. An even higher percentage can be found among the seniors. So unsurprisingly, my grandparents also have this hypertension. And they regularly use this tool to check their blood pressure in order to detect any possible dangers and keep themselves away from those avoidable problems.

So I believe though the monitor is a simple tool, it is among the most useful things in my family due to its great significance and convenience. Like I’ve mentioned above, in my family, some of us need it to protect ourselves against those dangers related to hypertension. At the same time, this tool is actually quite fool-proof. One just needs to put his finger onto the sensor and the digit reflecting blood pressure will be instantly displayed on the screen. Therefore, anybody can manage to operate the tool independently.





【Vocabulary】

as the name implies 顾名思义

hypertension [ˌhaipəˈten∫ən] n. 高血压







Describe a piece of electronic equipment you often use.

You should say:

　what the equipment is

　what it is used for

　how to use it

and explain whether you think it is important.
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To begin with, in reply to what the equipment is, I guess the thing of greatest importance to me is TV set, one of the best inventions in the past century and the most common electrical appliance in almost every modern family.

In addition, with respect to what it is used for, obviously a TV is for receiving visions and sounds containing information of all kinds, such as latest happenings, technological breakthroughs, entertainment news, to name a few.

Continuing then with how to use it, I guess it has already become a kind of common sense of modern time. You can switch the channels by pressing the buttons either on the remote control or the surface of the TV set.

Finally, regarding the subject of whether I think it is important or not, the answer is yes. Actually TV is always a fantastic platform for knowledge input, as long as we stay sensitive. What’s more, the TV set is indeed a magical box, for it can really promote the relationship among family members through discussion over what is being played on screen. Therefore, I guess I can hardly live without it.





【Vocabulary】

to name a few 等等

magical box 电视
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In modern societies, the computer is one of the necessities in our lives. As for me, computers are also a piece of electronic equipment for both home and work use. Computers play an increasingly important role in this society, as they are applied in all sorts of human activities, such as business, industry, science, and education.

Actually, it is quite easy to learn how to operate a computer, even for the senior citizens. When we turn on the computer, the only thing we need to keep in mind is to click on the things we'd like to know about with the mouse.

In my view, there is no escape from computers. Or we have to admit that almost nobody would like to live their lives without computers. The reasons are quite simple. It is the computer that has made shopping and working at home possible. It is the computer that has offered full access to knowledge and information to people regardless of their races and colors. It is the computer still that has successfully turned our world into a global village. To make myself better equipped for future life, I learned several computer languages a couple of years ago. However, all those things are now out of date, so I may have to sign up a computer training course again to keep abreast of the latest developments in computers.





【Vocabulary】

senior citizen 老人

keep abreast of 在……方面不落后，与……齐头并进







Describe a piece of art that you have seen.

You should say:

　when/where you saw it

　what it looked like

　what you liked about it

and explain whether you have seen any other type of art.
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Well, the topic is a bit hard for me since I’m not keen on art at all. But still, I guess I can say something about one famous painting—the Mona Lisa, an oil painting by the famous Italian Renaissance artist Leonardo da Vinci.

Then, in reply to the first question of when and where I saw it, actually I’ve never seen the original painting, which is said to be on display in the French Louvre Museum. I remember the first time I saw it was when I was in primary school. It was a reproduction in the book on art history.

Talking about what it looked like, the picture was really amazing. The painting showed a woman looking out at the viewer with an “enigmatic smile”. When you look at Mona Lisa, no matter where you stand, you find her looking at you and smiling at you.

Continuing then with what I liked about it, I think its uniqueness really appeals to me. The Mona Lisa is perhaps the most famous piece in art history and is, perhaps, the most widely known portrait in the Western world. It’s so different from the paintings of Chinese style. It offers me both artistic enjoyment as well as some knowledge about western culture.

Finally, concerning whether I have seen any other type of art, I have to admit that nearly no, for I mentioned at the beginning that I have almost no interest in art, and thus I rarely have a chance to expose myself to any kind of artwork.





【Vocabulary】

Renaissance [rəˈneisəns] n. 文艺复兴

Louvre Museum 罗浮宫

enigmatic [ˌenigˈmætik] adj. 谜一般的，高深莫测的

portrait [ˈpɔ:trit] n. 肖像，人像
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Speaking of art, I am really fond of Impressionism. So the works of a famous French painter Monet leave a quite deep impression on me. I saw one of his paintings named “Water Lilies” in Shanghai Art Gallery last year.

This painting showed the surface of a lily pond, using subtle pastel tones of blue, white, pink, purple, green and yellow. There was one lily pad in the lower left corner of the canvas, and several more from the center to the upper right. Each lily pad was a wide cluster of light green strokes, with brighter splotches of pink, yellow or white in the center representing flowers. The lily pads were floating on a body of water.

At the first sight of this painting, I was deeply attracted by its impressionistic style. The picture is completely filled with an impression of light and color reflected from the surface of a lily pond. “Water Lilies” was Monet's most important exploration in color use. Moreover, this painting was amazingly modern for its nearly abstract qualities.

In addition to paintings of Impressionism, I have also seen the sculptures of this style, like the works of Russell on the Internet. These two artists perfectly combine romanticism with modernism.





【Vocabulary】

impressionism [imˈpre∫əniz(ə)m] n. 印象派

water lily 睡莲

pastel [ˈpæstəl] adj. （色调的）柔和，淡

lily pad 睡莲叶子

cluster [ˈklΛstə] n. 串，簇

stroke [strəuk] n. （绘画的）一笔

splotch [splɔt∫] n. 斑点

romanticism [rəˈmæntisizəm] n. 浪漫主义

modernism [ˈmɔdənizəm] n. 现代主义







Describe a handicraft that can be found in your country.

You should say:

　what the handicraft is

　how it is made

　what it is used for

and explain whether it is easy to find.
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Well, in answer to the first point of what the handicraft is, I will definitely opt for paper cutting, a traditional folk technique with a very long history.

Continuing then with how it is made, I’m sure the whole process seems really complicated for a layman like me. According to my observations, people first need to find a piece of paper, usually with the color of red, and fold it up to a small square. Then a scissor is used to cut the paper from the middle through a well-designed route. After some minutes, the paper will be unfolded, and a beautiful picture or a Chinese character will be magically displayed in front of you.

Moreover, regarding the issue of what it is used for, before it was mostly used for celebration, for the picture or character is always of some auspicious meaning. But today, paper cutting is more like a pure work of art, and is mainly for people to appreciate.

At last, in response to whether it is easy to find, I have to say of course. If you want to buy one, you can find it in various kinds of shops, such as street shops, or some souvenir stores. If you just want to see some, I believe you can see many in residential communities, for a great number of common families will make paper cuts and paste them onto the windows on special occasions.





【Vocabulary】

layman [ˈleimən] n. 外行

auspicious [ɔːsˈpi∫əs] n. 吉兆的，幸运的

souvenir [ˈsuːvəniə] n. 纪念品







Describe a very important toy you have received in your childhood.

You should say:

　what the toy is

　who gave it to you

　why the person gave it to you

and explain why the toy means so much to you.
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With reference to what the toy is, I guess I will choose a Lego set, which was really prevalent among kids in my childhood.

Next, in answer to who gave it to me, I can still recall clearly it was my father who brought it to me after his return from a business trip to Hong Kong. He purchased it in a duty-free shop in an airport for it cost much less.

As to the issue of why the person gave it to me, well, actually I don’t think there was any special motivation for that. Probably my father just saw one in the shop window by chance and wanted to give me a surprise. By the way, at that time, I did feel surprised and excited at this fantastic present.

As a final point, concerning why the toy means so much to me, I have to say that there are plentiful reasons. But the most outstanding one, I suppose, is that this Lego set not only provided me with something interesting to play with, but also created a perfect opportunity for me to sharpen my practical ability, which was ignored to a great extent by our local schools. This set of building blocks actually enriched my life as a child and made my memories more colorful.





【Vocabulary】

Lego [ˈlegəu] n.（乐高）积木

building blocks, toy bricks 积木
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In fact, I received a lot of toys from my parents and friends during my childhood. However, I cherish Teddy Bear the most. Old as it is, the lovely Teddy Bear still lies on my bed quietly.

This toy was given by my father as my ten-year-old birthday present. At that time, my father was quite busy with his work and he used to travel on business. When I missed him, I would hug Teddy Bear as if it was my father. So gradually, Teddy Bear accompanied me in my childhood.

Although now I can see my father every day, Teddy Bear still remains important to me because I regard it as one of my best friends. I can hardly imagine a world without that eager listener, loyal friend and confidante. When I have a secret to tell, it is my quiet listener and will never think me too nagging. And no matter how worried I am, it always stands by my side and comforts me with its friendship.





【Vocabulary】

confidante [ˌkɔnfiˈdænt] n. 知心女友

nagging [ˈnægiŋ] adj. 唠叨的







Describe a piece of furniture in your family.

You should say:

　what the furniture is

　what it looks like

　whether it was expensive

and explain what it is mainly used for.







[image: alt]


In my family, there is an antique chair which has been passed down from my great-grandfather. It is now kind of rickety and worm-eaten and the lacquer finish is chipping off.

It consists of various parts, such as legs, armrests, a backrest and a seat, all of which are not adjustable. The history of it can be traced back to the Qing dynasty so it's really old and probably worth a lot of money if we put it up for auction. I believe it’ll be safe to consider it our family heirloom.

Interestingly, it really fits into my living room and friends of mine all think the design is timeless. It doesn't feel odd at all in my western-style apartment. Because of its high value, this chair is just used for decoration instead of the original function. Honestly speaking, we have thought of selling it to an antique store, but finally we decided to keep it with us because this antique chair embodies a long and complex history. We do want to pass down the stories of our family to our next generations, and this chair, doubtlessly, is an integral part of it.





【Vocabulary】

rickety [ˈrikiti] adj. 摇摆的

lacquer [ˈlækə] n. 漆

chip off 切下，掉下

auction [ˈɔ:k∫ən] n. 拍卖

heirloom [ˈεəluːm] n. 传家宝

timeless [ˈtaimlis] adj. 永恒的

embody [imˈbɔdi] vt. 包含，体现


Hobbies and Activities

爱好活动篇







Describe a hobby or activity that you would like to take up in the future.

You should say:

　what the hobby or activity is

　why you want to do it

　whether it is popular in your country

and explain whether you think you will start doing this in the near future.
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So I guess I could kick off by stating what the hobby is, and I would definitely prefer to learn playing the guitar, especially the electric one.

Well then, in reply to why I want to do it, actually there are quite a few reasons. The most critical one, in my opinion, is my enthusiasm about rock music. As you know, electric guitar is the key instrument for any rock band. I don’t merely settle for listening to the music only, but instead, I hope I could be a part of it. A subsequent motivation is that I’ve long been dreaming of learning to play some musical instrument, but I didn’t have enough leisure time to spare. But guitar, relatively speaking, is easier to master, compared with things like piano and violin. So less time will be required for learning it.

Moving forward onto the area of whether it is popular in my country, I guess it depends. It is quite trendy in coastal areas and is well-accepted by open-minded people, especially the youth. While on the other hand, it is not so welcomed in the hinterland and by conservative people. I believe the difference is mainly because this genre of music is too violent, not compatible with oriental traditions.

To end with, dealing with the last question of whether I will start doing this in the near future, I suppose the answer is yes. Since currently I happen to have nearly half a month for my annual leave, and I guess it’s a good opportunity for me to take up this hobby.





【Vocabulary】

settle for 满足于

hinterland [ˈhintəlænd] n. 内地

compatible [kəmˈpætəbl] adj. 谐调的，一致的

annual leave 年假
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This is a pretty hard question for me actually, and I have never thought about this before, because I am so stressed at work. Frankly speaking, I do not have time to take up any hobby. But if there must be one, I would like to talk about golf.

It is a sport for gentlemen and rich people. There is no special reason why I want to do that. It is just because I always want to try something different or something new. Actually, it is not very popular in our country. It may be because of the high cost of playing this game. It usually costs you a pretty penny to play one round. So a lot of golf companies even lose money these days.

I am going to learn how to play golf when I get some time. I want to learn how to tee the ball up and drive. I learnt a bit, but just about how to hold the club, so there is a lot more to learn. I am not really sure about when I am going to do that. But I just think it is a classy and also life-long sport and I should learn it sooner or later.





【Vocabulary】

a pretty penny 一大笔钱

tee [tiː] vt. （高尔夫）把（球）搁在球座上

drive [draiv] vi. （高尔夫）用全力挥杆击球

club [klΛb] n. （高尔夫）球杆







Describe a sport you would like to watch or play.

You should say:

　what the sport is

　when/where you watch/play it

　why you like this sport

and explain whether it is popular in your country.
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OK, my first point here would obviously be what the sport is, and the one on the top of my list is doubtlessly basketball.

Then, with reference to when and where I play it, well actually I started to play this game in my senior high. The first moment I touched the ball and made a successful shot, I knew I loved this game! As for the places, usually we played the game on campus during school days, for it was totally free of charge. While after graduation, we prefer indoor stadiums due to the favorable facilities.

Drawing attention to the matter of why I like this sport, I guess it’s mainly because I’m a big fan of the NBA, and wanted to be part of a basketball game instead of a spectator. What’s more, this sport is also a wonderful exercise which not only improves my physical conditions such as respiratory system and agility, but strengthens team work as well.

As to my very last point, in answer to whether it is popular in my country, I have to say that of course it is! As far as I’m concerned, due to its unique glamour and global influence, basketball has already taken the place of soccer and become the hottest sport in China, especially among students.





【Vocabulary】

respiratory [risˈpaiərətəri] adj. 呼吸的

agility [əˈdʒiliti] n. 敏捷

glamour [ˈglæmə] n. 魔力，魅力

[image: alt]


Actually, I love a lot of sports, and am sometimes a sports freak. So it is pretty hard for me to pick just one. But anyway, I want to talk about my favorite, pool. I am crazy about pool, though I am not a good player, but not too bad. It is just so cool to play pool but it will be cooler if you play snooker.

I would like to watch Ding Junhui playing that, of course live. Once he got a shot, he would shoot all balls into pocket. It is not only about the next ball you are going to shoot, it is all about strategy: how you place the next ball, how much strength you are going to use, and sure you should always concentrate. Some green players would just get some beginner’s luck, like me. But it would not last long. Skills and practice matter a lot more.

There is no special reason why I love it. It is just I think it is a cool game. Pool is quite popular in our country. A lot of people play it and play well. It is not only for men these days, but lots of girls are starting to get hooked on it as well.





【Vocabulary】

freak [friːk] n. 狂热爱好者，怪人

pool [puːl] n. 撞球，台球

green players 新手

be hooked on 被……迷住







Describe a game that you enjoyed playing when you were a child.

You should say:

　what the game was

　how the game was played

　why you enjoyed it

and explain whether this game is still played today.
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Right then, I’d like to get cracking by pointing out what the game was, and the most unforgettable one in my memory is playing marbles, which might seem novel to people outside China.

Next, concerning the matter of how the game is played, actually it was quite simple. The entire process was conducted on the ground, with more or fewer kids taking part. At the beginning, there were several marbles placed on the ground, and each participant made a shot to hit a certain marble with the one in hand. If he succeeded, he could keep the marble he hit. If failed, he would lose the one he used.

Regarding the theme of why I enjoyed it, the main reason, in my opinion, is that the game was really exciting. It was actually a simple form of gambling, and gambling, as you know, is always cool and appealing.

At last, with respect to whether this game is still played today, I’m afraid that it is already hard to see the game played these days. Maybe nowadays kids have too many alternatives when it comes to games. Therefore, playing marbles, such a simple and plain activity, is unavoidably fading from our sight.





【Vocabulary】

marble [ˈmɑ:bl] n. （玩具）弹子

novel [ˈnɔvəl] adj. 新颖的

plain [plein] adj. 朴素的


Others

其他篇







Describe your idea of an ideal job.

You should say:

　what the job is

　why you would like to do this job

　whether it would be easy to do this job

and explain whether it would be easy to find a job like this.
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There are various kinds of jobs in the world, such as writing, nursing, teaching and engineering. But different people choose different things as their ideal careers. As for me, I have made up my mind to be a teacher.

I choose to do so mainly for three reasons. In the first place, I want to teach because I like the pace of the academic calendar. You know, two long vacations offer me a terrific opportunity for reflection, research and writing. Next, the following reason is that I really enjoy the freedom to make my own mistakes, to learn my own lesson, and to stimulate myself as well as the students. In this way, I can have the opportunity to keep on learning. Finally, being around the students who are ready to grow and blossom, I myself will get refreshed and developed with them too.

However, teaching is no easy job at all, since there is actually quite a lot of extra work required for any teacher to stay competent. The bottom line, apparently, is to keep abreast of the latest academic development and perfect the lessons at any time. On top of that, a teacher also needs to study wisely to obtain more knowledge, so that he could be the role model to the students in some other aspects as well.

Nowadays, we live in so competitive a society that it’s not easy to find a job which we really fancy. However, I am confident that the dream of being a teacher will be fulfilled through my continued hard work.





【Vocabulary】

blossom [ˈblɔsəm] vi. 开花，兴旺，发展

stimulate [ˈstimjuleit] vt. 刺激，激励







Describe a subject that you liked at school.

You should say:

　what the subject was

　why you liked it

　whether you were good at this subject

and explain how this subject helped you later in life.
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To begin with, in response to what the subject was, I believe I’ll select math, the hardest but also the most useful one in the entire curriculum.

Secondly, on the subject of why I liked it, actually it’s tightly linked with my belief system. Personally, I believe that math and philosophy are two weapons helping people understand the universe. Since philosophy is not available in high school, math has doubtlessly been my favorite.

Moving onto the business of whether I was good at this subject, I have to say that I was always among the top scorers when it came to math tests. So I guess interest is the best teacher. Besides, I even held the position of math representative for 2 consecutive semesters.

To end with, with reference to how this subject helped me later in life, I think although it hasn’t assisted me a lot in understanding the cosmos, it did sharpen my reasoning ability and perfect my thinking pattern. Up to now, these two improvements have benefited me greatly in terms of daily communications as well as problem-solving.





【Vocabulary】

cosmos [ˈkɔzmɔs] n. 宇宙

in terms of 就……而言
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During my school days, history was the subject I was enthusiastic about. The reason why I was so fascinated with it was that I really appreciated my history teacher at that time. It was his humor and wisdom that led me into the world of history. Gradually, I was deeply impressed by the richness of this subject and formed the habit of reading one piece of history on a weekly basis. Francis Bacon once said that histories make men wise. I’m strongly in favor of this viewpoint since I myself have actually learned a lot of life experience from the past. What’s more, once I get stuck with certain problem, I successfully figured out its solution from past history, because history often repeated itself. That’s where the charm lies.

Interest is the best teacher. And thanks to my strong interest in history, I often got A in the exams. Admittedly, another imperative reason for those great marks is my powerful memory, as I was able to store the exact time of almost every important historical event in my mind.

History did help me a lot in my life later on, especially in thesis writing. For example, I studied medieval Europe in high school, which contained a brief introduction of the development of culture, religion and economy in Europe during that period. I could form a clear mind picture of European medieval history when writing a report about the origin of Christianity.





【Vocabulary】

medieval [ˌmediˈiːvəl] adj. 中世纪的

Christianity [ˌkristiˈæniti] n. 基督教







Describe a wild animal that can be found in your country.

You should say:

　what the animal is

　where it can be found

　how people in your country feel about it

and explain whether you have seen it.
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So I guess I could kick off by stating what the animal is, and the one I’d like to talk about is the Tibetan antelope, a class-one endangered wild animal in my country, with the shining nickname of plateau spirit.

Next, in reply to where it can be found, as you can tell from its name, the only place you can spot them is in Kekexili, Tibet, a boundless autonomous region in North-West China.

Regarding the theme of how people in my country feel about it, I think the majority of Chinese are proud of possessing such a precious species within our borders. While on the other hand, people also hold an anxious attitude towards the existence of them, for they have been brought to the brink of extinction by years of poaching. Fortunately, the Chinese authorities took action against the illegal hunting in 1999, and now there are several protection zones established to look after these animals.

Finally, with respect to whether I have seen it, I have to say that I’ve only seen their figures on public service announcements or some postage stamps. Since personally I haven’t been to their remote and mysterious habitat, I have never witnessed any of these rare creatures.





【Vocabulary】

antelope [ˈæntiləup] n. 羚羊

plateau [ˈplætəu] n. 高地，高原

brink [briŋk] n. （峭岸、崖的）边缘

poach [pəut∫] vi. 偷猎







Describe an environmental problem in your country.

You should say:

　what the problem is

　whether it is serious

　what the causes are

and explain how the problem can be solved.
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The development of China’s economy brings about several environmental problems, one of which is sand storm in the northern part. This problem is especially obvious in early spring, when strong winds carry sand from deserts to many northern cities like Beijing.

This problem has already turned quite severe nowadays. With the sand storm, the air quality has become rather terrible, and this change is actually disturbing people’s normal lives. It not only makes people dirty and dusty on the surface, but more seriously, is causing an increasing number of citizens to suffer from a number of illnesses including aspiratory difficulties. Moreover, the wind and sand will increase the rate of traffic accidents.

The sandstorms have occurred frequently in recent years due to two major reasons. One is desertification, which is caused by overuse of land for some financial reasons. The other one is deforestation, which removes tons of topsoil per day.

It is hoped that effective measures should be taken with our joint efforts. For one thing, we’d better put more funds into tree planting and forest preservation so as to keep more water resources within the surface of the earth and to maintain the ecological balance between human industrialization and natural development. At the same time, governments of all levels should formulate and practice the laws and regulations about environmental protection.





【Vocabulary】

aspiratory [əsˈpairətəri] adj. 呼吸的，吸气的

desertification [ˌdezə:tifiˈkei∫ən] n.（土壤）荒漠化，沙漠化

deforestation [diˌfɔrisˈtei∫ən] n. 采伐森林，森林开伐

topsoil [ˈtɔpˈsɔil] n. 上层土，表层土

formulate [ˈfɔːmjuleit] vt. 制订







Describe your favorite month of the year.

You should say:

　which month it is

　what you can do in this month

　why you like it

and explain what makes this month special.
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I guess I should start off by answering which month it is, and I will definitely choose the month of June. And to be more exact, late June.

Going onto my next point which is what I can do in this month, actually there’s nothing special about the things I do, except the fact that I wear much less during this period.

Moving forward onto the area of why I like it, I believe the expectation of the coming summer vacation is the major reason. Since the summer vacation here starts from the beginning of July and ends on August 31st, June is a very exciting month for many local students. And as an old saying goes, “The unaccomplished dreams are appreciated more.” I do believe that the longing for holidays actually makes June more appealing than the holidays itself. Besides, our final exam usually ends in early June, and that’s exactly why I prefer the second half of the month.

To end with, taking care of the final question of what makes this month special, I really want to mention the expectation again. And thanks to this expectation, it’s always easier for me and people around to have a better mood. So maybe the thing that makes this month stand out is that it can bring us more anticipation and therefore, happiness than any other time throughout the year.





【Vocabulary】

anticipation [ˌæntisiˈpei∫ən] n. 预期, 预料
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I cherish all those months that have elapsed in my life, and I look forward to those which will come, especially 2008.If you ask me which my favorite month is, I should say, it’s June. Why, for by the beautiful June of this year, I will have completed my study in the university. It is a turning point in my life. As my college life is to be given an end, I will leave the campus. I have to say goodbye to every flower on this land, to every path I have tread on, and to every classroom I have sat in. That might be a little bit sorrowful, but the commencement of a new life might bring me some comfort. On the commencement, I will look back to the past 4 years with all my schoolmates, as well as all the dribs and drabs of our campus life. Also, I will look forward to the future life with all my pals, and imagine what kind of people the time will turn us into.

In June of this year, I will not be a student anymore. Instead, I will become a teacher, really. What a great transformation! I will not sit on the chair in the classroom anymore, but will stand in the front of the classroom, nourishing my own students with what I’ve learnt.

Hence, you can see that June is my favorite month of the year, mixed with both slight sorrow and great joy.





【Vocabulary】

elapse [iˈlæps] vi. （时间）过去，消逝

tread [tred] vi. 踏，行走

dribs and drabs 点滴，片断

nourish [ˈnΛri∫] vt. 滋养







Describe your favorite type of weather.

You should say:

　what the type of weather it is

　what you do during this type of weather

　why it is your favorite

and explain whether people often talk about the weather in your country.
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To begin with, in response to the initial question of what the type of weather it is, sunny days are really my cup of tea.

Then, regarding what I do during this type of weather, all right, of course go out and have some fun! In most cases, I will call up some of my best pals and hang out with them. We may play some outdoor ball games, have a picnic and do something like that.

Additionally, on the subject of why it is my favorite, the most important reason is that this type of weather goes perfectly with my personality. Sunny days can always bring me cheerful feelings and an even more positive attitude towards people and things around me. Besides, personally, I am an energetic and extroverted person and am keen on outdoor activities, and sunny weather is the necessary condition for me to enjoy all of these things.

To end with, concerning the matter of whether people often talk about it in my country, I actually do think so. Because weather is closely related with everyone’s life, including things like what kind of dress to wear, what transportation to take, or stuff like that. Therefore, weather, of course, is a common topic among people of almost all ages.





【Vocabulary】

extroverted [ˈekstrəvəːtid] adj. 外向性的
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I have always been fond of sunny weather when the sun comes out and casts its golden rays on everything around me. I will always be in a much more cheerful mood when the day is fine than it is rainy or cloudy.

On sunny days, I usually go out with my mother. We can do a lot of things that we can't do when the weather is terrible. We can go shopping, sightseeing as well as visit my grandparents. On a warm afternoon, sometimes my mother and I just sit on a chair in the study, do some reading and have some tea. However, if the weather is rainy and cold, we don't feel like doing anything but watching TV on the bed instead. Besides, my grandparents live in another district of the city, and thus it is quite inconvenient to visit them when the weather is unpleasant. After all, we have to take an hour's bus ride to get there. And we can take a walk with grandparents when it's sunny. My mother and I are particularly interested in buying new clothes. On a good day, we will shop in some boutiques or department stores downtown. Also, trips to some scenic places nearby Shanghai such as Zhouzhuang are always welcomed.

As you can see, I can do many things that I enjoy when it is sunny, so of course I like sunny weather. In China people talk about the weather but not quite often, instead we are used to greeting each other with “Have you had dinner yet?” And the weather, possibly, doesn’t seem to be that important on this land.





【Vocabulary】

boutique [buːˈtiːk] n. 精品店







Describe a vehicle or bike you want to have.

You should say:

　what it is

　what features it has

　when you can buy it

and explain why you want to have it.
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Well, to begin with, in reply to the question of what it is, I would have to say that I hope one day I can have my own SUV which is made by BMW.

Going on the next question of what features it has, one thing I expect on my SUV is that it could be equipped with GPS so that it can offer me advice on the most convenient driving route during rush hours. Since I’m a big fan of music, and I would like to enjoy my favorite music while I’m driving. I hope that my SUV will have a state-of-the-art audio system. I’m sure driving in that kind of SUV would be a fancy thing to do.

Then, concerning when I can buy it, I don’t think that will happen in a short time. As I know, SUVs have average higher prices over sedans and they do have a large consumption of petrol which will also cost a fortune, so I guess when I’m able to have an SUV, I’ll probably be in my forties.

Finally, about why I want to have it, I think there are two reasons. One is that it is much more comfortable to drive in an SUV than in a sedan, because it offers more legroom. Another thing that attracts me to have an SUV is that it is safer to drive in a relatively large vehicle. After all, safety is a most important concern for many drivers.





【Vocabulary】

sedan [siˈdæn] n. 箱式小轿车

legroom [ˈlegruːm] n. 放脚空间，踏脚处







Describe how to make a type of food, dish or snack.

You should say:

　what the food, dish or snack is

　what you need to make it

　how you make it

and explain what is important to remember while making it.
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OK, my first point here would obviously be what the snack is, and the one I’d like to describe is eggs sunny-side up, my favorite type of fried food. I understand that the thing is considered a dish by numerous people. While for me, it serves more like a snack, because I usually have some of these while watching TV or playing online games, instead of during meals.

Then, in reply to the next question which is what I need to make it, actually it’s really simple. An egg, some oil and a necessary cooker will be totally sufficient.

Continuing with the following topic of how I make it, I have to say that it’s not complicated at all. First, pour some oil into the pan and heat it for a couple of minutes till sizzling, and then crack the eggshell open and put the egg white as well as yolk onto the boiling oil. After that, only a little patience will be required and the food will be done.

Finally, concerning what is important to remember while making it, I’m sure that the time control is the key ingredient in the whole process. The proper amount of time when frying can ensure the egg is done with a crispy bottom and running yolk. Otherwise, the egg might turn either over-cooked or a bit too watery. Therefore, it’s never hard to cook it, but it’s pretty challenging to do it perfectly.





【Vocabulary】

sunny-side up 煎荷包蛋单煎一面的

sizzle [ˈsizl] vi. 咝咝地响

egg white 蛋白

yolk [jəuk] n. 蛋黄

crispy [ˈkrispi] adj. 脆的

running yolk （鸡蛋）溏黄







Describe the type of clothes you like wearing.

You should say:

　what type of clothes you like

　why you like them

　where you buy them

and explain whether these clothes are popular in your country.
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All right, I’d like to get cracking by pointing out what type of clothes I like, and I really want to opt for casual dress of all sorts. I wear them every day except for some formal occasions such as business meetings or friends’ wedding.

Going onto my next point of why I like them, actually there are numerous reasons. The most important point, I reckon, should be the sense of comfort and convenience they bring. When in casual wear, I’m able to do a lot of things such as jogging, jumping or even participating in a fierce ball game. When in formal suits, however, I do feel myself in a tight cage, for they tremendously restrict my normal actions.

As to where I can buy them, well, I have to say, so many places. You know, casual dress is the main stream of contemporary era. You can see people wearing them almost everywhere. What’s more, they are beginning to flood into some top office buildings, which used to be dominated by dark monotonous suits and ties. As a result, they turn out to be available in all kinds of shops, stores or malls, for the market always provides people with what is really needed.

At last, with respect to whether these clothes are popular in my country, I believe according to my preceding description, the question has already been answered. To be more precise, casual clothes are actually the most prevailing form for Chinese of all ages.





【Vocabulary】

preceding [pri(ː)ˈsiːdiŋ] adj. 在前的，前述的
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When it comes to clothes, girls are always in high spirits. Well, I’m no exception. There are millions of types of clothes. Some people like sporty, some girly, some sexy, and some professional. I appreciate all but I also have my own idea of beauty: succinct but not simple.

Clothes are always a mirror of one's personality, that is to say, if we want to know about a person, the fastest way is to see what he or she is wearing. I consider myself a sporty girl who doesn't like anything over the top. I like plain clothes which can express who I really am. Another important reason is related to my profession. Being an office lady, I must be neither overdressed nor too shabby, and thus tidy dress is really my best choice. In fact, I am not clothes-obsessed and simply don't have much time to shop due to my tight schedule, so this type of clothes would be a practical and reasonable choice for me.

Since I don't like wasting time when shopping, I prefer boutiques to department stores. In those boutiques, the shopping environment is more flattering while there will never be a "traffic jam". Clothes there are so unique that I won't be worried to be in the street looking exactly the same with other girls. This type of clothing has so many strong advantages that no doubt it will gain a lot of people's hearts other than just mine.





【Vocabulary】

shabby [ˈ∫æbi] adj. 破旧的，褴褛的

flattering [ˈflætəriŋ] adj. 讨人欢喜的

bear [bεə] v. 具有







Describe any future plan or ambition you have.

You should say:

　what the plan/ambition is

　how long you have had this plan/ambition

　why you want to do this

and explain whether you think you will do this in the near future.
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OK, I’d like to get cracking by pointing out what the plan is, and the thing I look forward to doing is touring around the globe, which, by the way, might be the dream for quite a number of people.

In answer to the second question of how long I’ve had this plan, well, this idea occurred to me in my high school, when I first got exposed to some scenes and views of other lands from TV, enormously arousing my interest as well as curiosity of the outside world.

Moving forward onto the issue of why I want to do it, I consider there are two crucial reasons. The first one is that I can gain a lot from trips, which in no way can be achieved from any other place. From appreciating historical relics, technical innovations and natural beauty around the world my horizons can be broadened, experience enriched, and myself elevated. At the same time, I strongly believe that life is always tightly connected with journeys. Like LV claimed in one of its commercials, “The journey is life itself.” So the more I travel, the more complete my life will be.

Finally, if I still have time, concerning the aspect of whether I think I will do this in the near future, I really hold a pessimistic attitude, for at present I have neither spare time nor enough funds to carry out this plan. Also, I don’t think the current situation is likely to change in a short time.





【Vocabulary】

historical relics 历史遗迹
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I am getting more and more excited as the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games are approaching. My plan is to be involved in serving this 4-yearly event.

As Beijing won the bid for hosting the Olympic Games 7 years ago, I came up with the idea that I should do something as a host for athletes as well as spectators from all around the world. We are offered the opportunity to introduce the splendid Chinese culture to international visitors. No doubt, overseas people surely will have some difficulties in finding hotels, restaurants, stadiums and gyms when arriving in Beijing. So since I'm more than ready to offer help, I am looking forward to becoming an Olympics volunteer.

I will guide the guests to the majestic ancient palaces and traditional courtyards, and show them local cuisine and traditional ethnic garments. What's more, I’ll also explain some mysterious historical stories and teach them to speak a little Chinese, if they are interested. In addition, not only I myself but also many Chinese consider it as a once-in-a-lifetime chance to meet famous athletes. It will be stamped in my memory if I could cheer for my heroes in the live games and witness the birth of great champions.





【Vocabulary】

splendid [ˈsplendid] adj. 壮丽的

majestic [məˈdʒestik] adj. 宏伟的，庄严的







Describe a form of transport that is important to you.

You should say:

　what it is

　how often you use it

　what you use it for

and explain why you prefer it to others.
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People living in Shanghai depend on one form of transport a lot, and thousands of them take it every single day. Yes, what I’m talking about is in the subway, a system which has made a giant map of this city that is buried under the ground.

You know, the purpose of building up the subway system is for people's convenience. Most people use it every day, and so do I. My university is in the Songjiang District where there was no subway available. It always took me 2 hours and 3 means of transport to get to the downtown area, which was intolerable. Nowadays, Shanghai has constructed about 8 subways lines which extend to every corner of the city. Luckily, the first stop of the line 9 is in Songjiang. People here can benefit from it a lot.

Most subway-takers are either working people or students. They take the subway to get to their offices or schools. So rush hour always comes twice a day as people are going out in the morning and back home in the evening. I prefer it to other forms of transportation simply because it's very convenient, safe, and it never arrives late. However it does have some problems in that it's too crowded sometimes.





【Vocabulary】

intolerable [inˈtɔlərəbl] adj. 无法忍受的，难耐的







Describe a sporting event that you would like to see live.

You should say:

　what the sport would be

　where you like or expect to see it

　who you would expect to see participating

and explain why you would like to see this event.
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All right, I guess I’ll kick off by answering what the sport would be, and definitely I will select snooker, an increasingly prevailing game appealing to spectators of all ages, and also, a game for gentlemen.

Next, with reference to where I would like to see it, honestly, I hope I can witness a live game in the UK, since it is the birthplace and origin of this elegant sport. It would also be wonderful if I could sit in the fanciest theatre and enjoy the China Open with a sea of local fans.

Furthermore, in answer to the third question of who I would expect to see participating, certainly I would say our own king of snooker—Ding Junhui! Being one of the youngest snooker players on the global scale, Ding has revealed the maturity which is beyond his age to the whole world, and has already won several championships in some series and Opens. Besides, he is also the youngest player to score a televised maximum 147 break, which gave the entire world a shock at that time.

As a final point, I’d like to talk about the issue of why I would like to see this event. And to be frank, I’m actually not that keen on this sport, but I still look forward to seeing the match mainly due to the presence of Ding. As a Chinese, I feel really proud of him and thus would back him up with my sincere applause during the game.





【Vocabulary】

televised maximum 147 break （斯诺克）电视转播147分满分（一次连续击打）
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I’d appreciate it if any great sporting event that I would like to see were held in Shanghai. As an international metropolis, Shanghai is in possession of a convenient transportation system as well as plenty of advanced facilities which make it possible to hold any sporting event. More importantly, the city bears tremendous fan base of all kinds of sports. Therefore, the fierce atmosphere would definitely contribute to the success of the event.

Among all sorts of sports, tennis is undoubtedly my favourite. This sport was first introduced by French royalty and it soon got popularized among the European upper class. However, the sport was considered so blue-blooded that it was strictly forbidden for common people. As time went by, the Europe-originated game has gained more and more popularity around the world, especially in China. Chinese actually take the sport as a symbol of fashion and wealth and consider it chic to play tennis. Chinese women's tennis has made enormous progress these years, which has also captured people's attention.

The person I would like to see participating is Roger Federer, the world top ranked player and ambassador of tennis. He has won 12 grand slams and 52 titles in total. The genius has dominated men's tennis over 4 years and is considered the greatest tennis player of all time. To see a tennis match live is a dream for me because I could enjoy the elegance of the sport and throw myself in the intense atmosphere along with all the breathless spectators.





【Vocabulary】

blue-blooded adj. 贵族的

chic [∫i(ː)k] adj. 别致的

grand slam大满贯

breathless [ˈbreθlis] adj. 喘不过气来的







Describe something good about your personality.

You should say:

　what this thing is

　why you think it is good

　how it influences your life

and explain whether other people would agree that this is a good thing.
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OK, I think I should kick off by telling you what this thing is, and I strongly hold that my sense of humor is the best point about my personality.

In response to the aspect of why I think it is good, well, humor is a critical quality for me, with which I can handle things more smoothly and positively.

Regarding the theme of how it influences my life, frankly speaking, this quality really brings me a huge number of benefits. First, it helps me keep a good mentality in most cases, so I can maintain a positive attitude towards people and things around me, which in return, will influence others and make them nicer to me. In the meantime, humor also works as a lubricant when it comes to interpersonal communications, especially when there might be some possible frictions. By lubricant, I mean the skill to ease tension. Thus, with this quality, I hope I become a popular guy with a great number of friends and my life tends to be easier.

To cut a long story short, with respect to the final point of whether other people would agree that this is a good thing, well, in my opinion, of course! With so many merits, who would not love humor? And who doesn’t wish to have an easy fun life?





【Vocabulary】

lubricant [ˈlu:brikənt] n. 滑润剂

friction [ˈfrik∫ən] n. 摩擦
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I am just an ordinary girl with all kinds of strengths and weaknesses that other people also possess, but one good quality possibly making me stand out a little bit is my perseverance.

Everyone says, every long journey begins with a single step. With the help of all the curiosity and passion, we set about doing stuff. Yes, it is a huge step. But a question follows, that is, we all know curiosity and passion can not last forever, so how can things keep going without this magic? As far as I'm concerned, it is perseverance that can lead us to fulfill the other half.

Personally, I used to play the piano as a teenager, and I clearly remember that it was in an extremely cold November when I had to go to the test to fight for my band-8 certificate. The test was so difficult that I had to practice it nonstop. The music was wonderful but when I played it like a hundred times a day, it became terrible! To add insult to injury, I was down with a severe hand problem because my fingers chapped as the result of cold weather and hard practice. The condition was so bad that after 5 minutes of practice, the keyboard had literally turned red! I thought about stopping even quitting, but I was really eager to get that certificate because it could reward all my efforts. So I decided to keep holding on. At last, I passed the test which only 3 out of hundreds could get through.

Chairman Mao said that it will do you good if you hold on for several years. It's a universal truth and it’s a quality every successful man should possess.





【Vocabulary】

perseverance [ˌpə:siˈviərəns] n. 坚定不移，毅力

chap [t∫æp] v. （使）皲裂

literally [ˈlitərəli] adv. 真实地







Describe an important invention in the past century.

You should say:

　what the invention is

　how it has changed people’s lives

　why you think it is important

and explain whether it is still used today.
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I suppose I should commence with the first point which is what the invention is, and I believe I will opt for the computer, the most important tool in modern times.

In reply to the question of how it has changed people’s lives, there have been huge improvements since the emergence of this magical item. You know, with computer, paper data are transformed to codes and are stored on magnetic disks instead of shelves. With the computer, repeated calculations can be conducted by CPU automatically rather than manually. Computers actually provide people with a more convenient and efficient life style.

Proceeding with the theme of why I think it is important, well, in my view, it was the computer that guided people into the digital era, a higher stage of civilization. Moreover, computers have led to the introduction of the Internet, an integral part of today’s life. So technically speaking, I think the computer is not only important, but is of the utmost significance among all the inventions in the past century.

Finally then, dealing with the last question of whether it is still used today, well, you bet! People are actually living on computer nowadays, and I’m sure it will continue to play a vital role in the future, until something more advanced comes forth and replaces it.





【Vocabulary】

utmost [ˈΛtməust] adj. 极度的，最远的

[image: alt]


We people always underestimate things that are too familiar to notice. Guess what, the most important invention in the past century is neither electricity nor the pen injection. It is the bicycle! Believe it or not, the bicycle has been elected as the most influential invention in the past 250 years in a survey generated by Thames.

Although bicycle doesn't possess any cutting edge techniques that other inventions always possess, it has certainly changed people's lives all over the world. Obviously it can enhance the life efficiency for the largest number of people and their living standards can be tremendously improved.

Compared with other means of transportation, the bicycle is the most economical one and almost anyone in the world can benefit from it. Moreover, the idea of the bicycle has triggered the invention of other vehicles such as the motorcycle and the car, which are also great inspirations of human evolution. Nowadays, as global warming has come to be a more and more serious issue,it deserves profound consideration. Therefore, the bicycle, a vehicle that is 100% pollution free, can be taken as the symbol of a healthier life style. In some western countries now, cycling to work is considered trendy while in China, the kingdom of bicycles, this phenomenon definitely will never disappear.





【Vocabulary】

cutting edge 优势

trigger [ˈtrigə] vt. 引发
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