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PREFACE

The Nanjing Massacre was the darkest chapter of the twentieth century. It occurred from the end of 1937 to the beginning of 1938. In terms of cruelty, few atrocities can compare to this horrible event. After the Japanese army invaded China, it violated Chinese people' human rights, taking their lives and robbing them of their wealth. In six weeks, more than 300,000 Chinese people had been killed. Most of them were ordinary people, including women, children, and the elderly. During that time, more than 20,000 cases of rape were reported and more than one third of Nanjing's buildings were destroyed. Moreover, the Japanese soldiers employed many brutal methods to kill people, shocking almost every nation. A reporter from the New York Times likened the killings and rape conducted by the Japanese Army to the cruelty of ancient times.

Even during such a dark period, the human spirit still carried on. When the Japanese Army destroyed Nanjing, about 20 foreigners stayed in the city despite warnings by their governments. They tried their best to help the ordinary Chinese people, working tirelessly to save the innocent from slaughter by creating the Nanjing International Safety Zone, where some 200,000 civilians found shelter. Their selfless sense of charity and humanistic spirit will forever be remembered in Chinese history. Peace and development are two major themes in the present-day world. We should learn lessons from the past, and try to avoid another tragedy. In order to set up a fair and proper world order, people should strive to eliminate the causes of war. At the same time, we should not forget this dark period in our history.

In August 1985, the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders was set up and opened to the public. About 10,000,000 people from all over the world have visited this Memorial Hall to date. After exploring this bloody episode in history, visitors feel that the peace they now enjoy did not come easy.

During its twenty-year history, the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders has collected related materials and has done a great deal of research. The museum has more than 1,000 documents and photographs related to the Nanjing Massacre. Research on digging of the pits of thousands of bodies, or wan ren keng
 , has been an important part of Chinese modern history studies. This Memorial Hall has made a great effort to fill the blanks in the study of historical materials on the Massacre. Research on the people who survived the massacre resulted in several books published and in more than ten conferences held. One of the conferences is entitled the Peace Forum on History and East Asia. It brought together 150 historians from China, Japan and Korea, making it a significant international event.


An Illustrated History of the Nanjing Massacre
 is a result of several years of research by the Memorial. It has about 400 carefully selected photos. One third of them have never been published before.

This book consists of seven chapters, related to each other. The photos demonstrate the tragic events and the foreigners who helped the people of Nanjing at that time. This massacre should be remembered by the people around the world.

Today, the Japanese society has different opinions about the Nanjing Massacre. A few Japanese politicians not only deny the fact that the massacre occurred, but also deny Japan's wrongdoing in the Second World War. In recent years, Japanese government officials have been visiting the Yasukuni Shrine and revising history text-books. These actions harm friendly ties between China and Japan. People who suffered in this war are being hurt again. Japan and the other countries of Asia invaded by Japan still have a different understanding of the history. Without finding common ground on historical issues, it will be difficult to maintain peace in Asia.

We insist that historical truth should be the basis for understanding history. The Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders, together with China Intercontinental Press, will publish this book for the purpose of promoting the truth about the Massacre. We hope that readers will gain detailed knowledge about this event.

The world in the twenty-first century faces many regional conflicts. International terrorism and hegemonism are the ultimate danger. World peace is still difficult to achieve. History teaches us that world peace can be achieved only when people around the world unite.

Ye Hao
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1 The Situation Before the Fall of Nanjing in 1937

After the Meiji Reformation, Japan started to expand its military and began to invade other countries. In 1895, Japan occupied Taiwan of China and attempted to invade China further. The world economic crisis of the 1930s accelerated the growth of Japanese militarism. After the September 18 Incident in 1931, Japanese forces occupied China's three northeastern provinces. On July 7, 1937, Japan provoked the Marco Polo Bridge Incident in Beiping (now Beijing) and launched a full scale invasion of China. On August 13, 1937, the Japanese army attacked Shanghai. On August 15, they began to bomb Nanjing, the capital of the Republic of China. On November 12, the Japanese captured Shanghai.

Strengthening of Japanese Military Forces for Waging War against China
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Nippon Steel Corporation Yawata Works speed up the production of arms in order to prepare for invasion.

[image: ]


Japanese monks in the Echizen Nagahira Temple undergo military training.
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Japanese teenagers receive education of militarism
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In order to prepare for invasion , Japan encourages people to donate planes. This is a plane donation ceremony.
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On November 25, 1936, Japan and Germany signed the Anti-Comintern Pact, resulting in the formation of the Tokyo-Berlin Fascist League.

The September 18 Incident in Shenyang and the Occupation of theThree Northeastern Provinces of China

In 1927, the Japanese cabinet meeting made a resolution to invade China's three northeastern provinces.The Kanto Army launched the September 18 Incident in 1931, starting a full-scale invasion of China, Even Asia, and the Pacific.
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On September 18,1931, Japan provoked a military incident in Shenyang and began to invade three northeastern provinces of China.
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Encouraged by its growing militarism, Japanese society became agitated by war. This picture shows the citizens of Japan send off their invading army.
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Armed Japanese vehicles enter Shenyang.

The July 7 Incident Near the Marco Polo Bridge and the Occupation of Beiping and Tianjin

On July 7, 1937, under the pretext of searching for a missing Japanese soldier, the Japanese Army attacked Wanping city and the Marco Polo Bridge, marking the beginning of the full-scale invasion of China. On July 29, 1937, the Japanese army occupied Beiping.
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On July 7, 1937, the Japanese army launched the July 7 Incident near the Marco Polo Bridge.
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On August 4, 1937, the Japanese army entered Beiping through Qianmen Street.
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The Japanese army occupies the Great Wall.
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On September 5, 1937, Japanese Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro claimed that Japan would launch a long-term war against China.
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Japanese cavalry on the streets of Tianjin

The August 13 Incident and the Occupation of Shanghai

After the July 7 Incident, the Japanese troops continued to expand the war and moved further to the south. On August 9, 1937, two Japanese officers tried to illegally enter Shanghai Hong Qiao Airport by car. The Chinese airport guards ordered them to stop, but the Japanese refused and shot the Chinese officer. In response, the Chinese guards killed them. The Japanese military used this incident as an excuse and on August 13, its tanks attacked Zhabei in Shanghai. The Japanese military planned to take over Shanghai in no time. However, the Shanghai battle lasted for three months, thanks to the courageous resistance of the Chinese Army. On November 12, the Japanese occupied Shanghai. At the same time, the Japanese Army bombed Nanjing, the capital of the Republic of China.
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On August 15, 1937, Japanese military headquarters issued an order to form a special unit to invade Shanghai under the pretence of “Protecting Japanese citizens”.
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Victims of Japanese bombing in Shanghai
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A huge fire erupted in the Zhabei district of Shanghai after bombing by the Japanese Air Force.
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An explosion destroyed the Longhua Temple in Shanghai.
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The Japanese army tracks down and arrests Chinese soldiers.
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The Japanese Air Force destroyed the Commercial Press of Shanghai.
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The Japanese army killed Chinese captives at the town of Yuepu near Shanghai. The words “Publication Prohibited” were sealed on this photo by the Japanese military authority.
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After the August 13 Incident, the Japanese army destroyed the city of Shanghai.
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Japanese army burned civilian houses after invading the Zhabei district of Shanghai.
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The Japanese army occupies Nanjing Road in Shanghai
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Japanese troops occupy the Shanghai municipal government building. This photo carries a seal stating “permission granted”.
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On August 23, 1937, the Japanese soldiers abused and killed Chinese soldiers unarmed in Shanghai. This photo was taken by the Japanese.
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The Japanese army in occupied Shanghai
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Starting from August 15, 1937, the Japanese Air Force bombed the city of Nanjing. This photo shows a Japanese planes bombing Nanjing.
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Pingshi Street in Nanjing after an air raid
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Three children were killed by an air raid near Pingshi Street in Nanjing.
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The tragic scene after an air raid in Xiaguan, Nanjing
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The Sanitation Office of Nanjing in ruins after an air raid
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Nanjing Central Hospital was totally destroyed.
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On September 25, 1937, a bomb exploded between the Sanitation Experimentation Office of National Economic Committee and Nanjing Central Hospital, creating a crater 13-meter wide and 10-meter deep.
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The National Museum of Arts was destroyed by bombing.
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A tragic scene after an air raid at Central University (now Nanjing University)
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Civilian houses in Nanjing after a Japanese air raid

[image: ]


Nanjing in ruins after an air raid
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Statistics on those wounded during air raids in Nanjing from August 15 to October 15, 1937.
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At 1:00 p.m., September 25, 1937, the Library of the State Sanitation Training School set up jointly by the Sanitation Experimentation Office of National Economic Committee and the Department of Health was destroyed.


2 Nanjing Defense War and the Fall of Nanjing

On December 1, 1937, the headquarters of the Japanese army ordered its two divisions and the Navy to attack and occupy Nanjing. After receiving this order, Matsui Iwane, commander of the Japanese Front Army in Central China, took command of all the troops and moved to Nanjing, leaving the 101 Division in Shanghai. They besieged Nanjing from three directions. In the middle of November, Chiang Kai-shek appointed Tang Shengzhi as commander of Nanjing Garrison, Luo Zhuoying and Liu Xing as Deputy Commanders. They led the troops of 12 divisions of 100 thousand soldiers to defend Nanjing.

On December 5, the battles occurred outside of Nanjing. By December 8, the Japanese troops took the areas of Jurong, Tangshan and Longwangshan to the east of Nanjing, and the areas of Hushu, Chunhua, and Molinguan to the south of Nanjing, and the areas of Banqiao and Dashengguan in the southwest of Nanjing. The Japanese started to push the battlefield closer to Nanjing city.

On December 9, the Japanese airplanes started to distribute propaganda leaflets calling on Nanjing residents to surrender. Failing to persuade them, Japanese troops began to attack Zijin Mountain, Yangfang Mountain, Guanghua Gate, Yuhuatai, Shuixi Gate, Shangxin River and Saigong Bridge, trying to break into the city. Until December 11, they were blocked by Chinese troops from entering the city. However, on December 12, the Japanese occupied Yuhuatai and broke the defense of Zhonghua and Shuixi Gates. At 5 p.m., Tang Shengzhi ordered Chinese troops to retreat.

Many Chinese soldiers and officers sacrificed their lives in order to defend Nanjing. These heroes included Luo Yufeng, Shan Zheyuan, Sun Huikao, Yi Anhua, Xie Jiaxun, Zhu Chi, Gao Zhisong, Cheng Zhi, Liu Lizi, Hu Hao, Yao Zhongying, Xiao Shanling.

In the early morning of December 13, the 6th and the 114th Divisions of the Japanese army entered the city from Zhonghua and Shuixi Gates, the 9th and the 3rd Divisions of the Japanese army from Guanghua Gate. The 16th Division followed from Zhongshan Gate and Taiping Gate and the 13th Division from Heping Gate. At 2 p.m., the 11th branch of the Japanese Navy approached Xiaguan. At 4 p.m., the Japanese took Pukou. Thus, the whole city of Nanjing fell in Japanese hands.
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On December 1, 1937, the headquarters of the Japanese army ordered its two divisions and the Navy to attack and occupy Nanjing.
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This map shows the route of the Japanese army in the occupation of Nanjing from November to December, 1937.
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This chart demonstrates organization of the Japanese army during the Nanjing campaign.
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Chart showing the organization of the Chinese army during the defense of Nanjing
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Map of the battle to defend Nanjing
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Chinese army officers Pan Wenhua(first left), Da Fenggang(second left), Zhou Ruiling(third left) and Lu Disheng(fourth left) from 23rd Army command the battle to defend Nanjing.
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Five Chinese military divisions gather in Guangde and Si'an, the suburb of Nanjing, to defend the city.
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Rao Guohua, a commander of the 145th Division of the Chinese army, sacrificed his life in GuangDe battle of defending Nanjing.
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The Chinese army fighting in the forest
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The Japanese army approaching Nanjing
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The Japanese army invades Nanjing.
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On December 3, 1937, the 9th Regiment of the 16th Division of the Japanese army marched along the railway to Nanjing.
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On December 8, 1937, the 9th Regiment of the 16th Division of the Japanese army crossed the Mopan Mountains, coming close to Nanjing.
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The Japanese army occupies Zijin Mountain near Nanjing.
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Japanese troops approach Nanjing by boat.
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The Japanese Tank Force invades the suburbs of Nanjing.
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On December 6, 1937, the Japanese army forced Chinese civilians to carry ammunition for them in Lukou, a suburb of Nanjing.
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The Japanese army used hot-aired balloon to observe the scene after the battle.
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In December 1937, the Japanese army forced the Chinese civilians to carry its goods.
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Guanghua Gate was destroyed by the Japanese army.
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The Japanese army bombards Guanghua Gate.
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On December 11, 1937, the Japanese army used their new fire-launching weapons in a battle for Guanghua Gate.
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Japanese tanks cross over the ruins of Nanjing's city walls. The photo was taken by John Magee.
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Japanese forces, protected by tanks, invade Zhonghua Gate, Nanjing.
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On December 12, 1937, kamikazes, the 47th Regiment secretly attacked Zhonghua Gate.
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Xiao Shanling, the commandant of the Capital Military Police, sacrificed his life in the area of Xiaguan.
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Chinese commander Zhu Chi, the Brigadier of 262nd Brigade of 88th Division, sacrificed his life near Zhonghua Gate.

[image: ]


Chinese commander Yi Anhua, a Brigadier of 259th Brigade of 87th Division, sacrificed his life near the Guanghua Gate.
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Chinese commander Yao Zhongying who was the chief of staff of 156th division sacrificed his life near Taiping Gate.
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Chinese commander Gao Zhisong, the Brigadier of 264th Brigade, sacrificed his life near Yuhuatai.
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Chinese commander Cheng Zhi ,the colonel of 203rd Regiment of 51st Division, sacrificed his life near Saigong Bridge.
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Chinese commander Xie Chengrui, a colonel from Training Corps, sacrificed his life at Guanghua Gate.
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Zhao Zhiguang, head of Guard Squad of Sun Yat-sen's Mausoleum sacrificed his life on Ertiao Street.
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Xihua Gate in Nanjing was occupied.
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Japanese forces occupy Zhonghua West Gate.
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Japanese forces take over Heping Gate.
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The Japanese army seizes Zhongshan Gate.
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The Japanese army occupies Sun Yat-sen's Mausoleum.
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Japanese army seizes Yijiang Gate.
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Military action inside Sun Yat-sen's Mausoleum
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Japanese bullets hit an ancient Chinese bronze vessel in Sun Yat-sen's Mausoleum.
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The Japanese assault bamboo rafts used by refugees to cross the Yangtze River.
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This picture demonstrates tragic scene after the fall of Nanjing on December 13, 1937.
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The Japanese army occupies the Administrative Department of the national government.
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The Japanese army occupies the Supervisory Committee of the national government.
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The Japanese army occupies the Ministry of Finance of the national government.

[image: ]


The Japanese occupy the area of Beijige. They shout with excitement towards Zijin Moutain.
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On December 13, 1937, the Japanese army occupied the headquarters of the National Government.
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On December 14, 1937, a Japanese newspaper Nichi Nichi Shimbun, reported that the Japanese army occupied Nanjing.
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On December 17, 1937, the Japanese troops celebrated their entry into the city. Matsui Iwane, commander of the Japanese Front Army in Central China,enters Zhongshan Gate.


3 The Nanjing Massacre Launched by the Japanese Army

Brutal Killings

After the Japanese troops occupied Nanjing on December 13, 1937, they arrested and murdered thousands of innocent citizens, unarmed soldiers, and refugees. They killed in the villages and markets, on the streets and alleys, in the churches and temples. They killed soldiers, citizens, the elderly, infants, men, women (including pregnant ones), and even monks and nuns. They killed with different methods, they shot, stabbed, buried alive, burned, and drowned their victims. They even had killing competitions. Overall, they murdered over 300,000 people, around 190,000 of which were killed collectively. Approximately 150,000 were killed individually and buried by charitable organizations. The Nanjing Massacre is one of the darkest chapters in the human history.
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The Japanese soldiers track down and arrest young people, escorting them to the suburbs to be killed.
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The Japanese soldiers escort Nanjing residents along the Zhongshan East Road to the killing ground in the suburbs.
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The Japanese soldiers track down and arrest Nanjing residents on Shanghai Road in Nanjing. Those photos were taken secretly by clergyman John Magee (U.S.) and preserved by John Rabe(Germany).
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Disarmed Chinese soldiers were roped together and escorted to the suburbs to meet their death.
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Disarmed Chinese soldiers were escorted to the banks of the Yangtze River for a mass slaughter.
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The Japanese soldiers escort unarmed Chinese policemen from the refugee zone to the Qinhuai River outside Hanzhong Gate to be killed.
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The corpses of civilians of Nanjing slaughtered and burned by the Japanese army at the Yangtze River.
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Corpses of civilians of Nanjing slaughtered and burned by the Japanese army at the Yangtze River
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Corpses of civilians of Nanjing slaughtered and burned by the Japanese army at the rivers
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The boats used by the Japanese army, by which they threw corpses of those massacred into the Yangtze River
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Massacred refugees on the bank of the Yangtze River
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Japanese soldiers loading corpses of those slaughtered onto a boat to throw into the Yangtze River
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The diary of Nakajima Kesago
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The diary of Japanese officer Nakajima Kesago from the16th Division. He witnessed and recorded the crimes of the Japanese soldiers after the fall of Nanjing.
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Civilians were slaughtered en-masse by the Japanese soldiers.
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The tragic scene of many corpses in front of the Zhonghua Gate
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Slaughtered civilians were thrown into a pond.
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Corpses of disarmed Chinese soldiers and civilians killed by the Japanese army
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The streets of Nanjing are covered with corpses after the Massacre.
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Corpses of young people massacred by the Japanese army
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Japanese soldiers killed the captured Chinese soldiers with their hands tied up and threw them into the pond. Over 300 people were found in this pond.
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Corpses of Chinese soldiers were thrown into a pond.
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The Japanese army killed Chinese soldiers and refugees, slashing their dead bodies.
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Captured soldiers and refugees were bayoneted to death.
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Corpses of residents of Nanjing killed by the Japanese army
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The moat outside of the Nanjing city walls were filled with corpses.
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30 unarmed Chinese soldiers taken by force from the International Safety Zone, were brought to a hill in front of the relic of Ministry of Communications and killed.
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In occupied Nanjing, the corpses lay on the streets near Zhongshan East Road as the Japanese army vehicles went by.
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Japanese soldiers shot innocent peasants in the suburbs of Nanjing.
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An innocent peasant was killed by Japanese soldiers in the suburbs of Nanjing.
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Japanese soldiers killed a Nanjing civilian, cut off his head, and inserted a cigarette butt into his mouth.
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Japanese soldiers captured Chinese civilians and soldiers and slashed them to death.
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A young Chinese is tied up before being killed, with Japanese onlookers smiling.
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Japanese soldiers put wooden shackles around the neck of a civilian before murdering him.

[image: ]


Japanese soldiers slash disarmed Chinese soldiers to death.
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A Nanjing citizen is blindfolded and executed by the Japanese soldiers.
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A young Chinese killed by Japanese soldiers.
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A young peasant was tied up to a wooden column, waiting to be killed.
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A civilian was slashed by Japanese soldiers, with traces of blood on his face.
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The Japanese army killed unarmed Chinese soldiers.
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Japanese soldiers used Chinese youth to practice killing.
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The Japanese army buries the residents of Nanjing alive.
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A seven-year child was bayoneted to death by Japanese soldiers.
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A three-year child cruelly killed by Japanese soldiers.
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Monks waiting to be shot by the Japanese soldiers.
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Japanese soldiers entered the house of a young woman in Xiaguan, and cut her with a bayonet, leaving a scary wound.
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A report carried in the Japanese newspaper Nichi Nichi Shimbun about the “Killing Contest” of two Japanese officers from the 16th division. Mukai Toshiaki, a commander of Artillery Company, killed 106 people, while Noda Takeshi, an adjutant of Fukuyama troops, killed 105. Their goal was to kill 150 people each.
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In December 1937, Shanghai Evening Post and Mercury
 reported the news of the killing contest.
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Japanese soldiers wipe blood off their bayonets after a killing contest.
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On December 28, 1937, a Shanghai newspaper reproduced an article by “The Times of London
 ” about the atrocities of Japanese invaders in Nanjing, pointing out that the streets of the city were covered with corpses.
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Japanese soldiers set fire to a peasant Mr.He from Molingguan. His lower abdomen was badly burned.
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The Japanese army burned the corpses of Nanjing residents with kerosene.
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Charred corpses of two rickshaw coolies.
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Xia Shuqin, a survivor of the Nanjing Massacre, tells a story about the killing of her entire family and shows a wound on her back.
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Of the nine people in Xia Shuqin's family, seven were killed by the Japanese army. Her father and grandparents were slaughtered. Her younger sister, still an infant, also died. Her mother and two elder sisters, aged sixteen and fourteen, were gang-raped and killed by the Japanese soldiers. An American clergyman, John Magee took the photos, John Rabe, Chairman of the Safety Zone, preserved the photos.
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Wu Changde, a survivor of the massacre at Hanzhong Gate, shows his wound and tells his story to young people. In 1947, he testified at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.
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Chen Degui, a survivor of the Meitan port massacre, tells his story of survival and shows the wound on his finger and his leg.

Rape of Women

The invading Japanese not only murdered thousands of innocent Chinese people, but also raped countless Chinese women. Chinese victims included little girls, elderly women and even pregnant women. Japanese soldiers raped and shot women, destroying their corpses. 20,000 cases of rape occurred inside the city of Nanjing in the first month since its fall. The number is even more shocking when the numbers of women raped outside the city were counted. Many foreigners in Nanjing during that time were so disgusted that they called the Japanese soldiers animals.
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A sixteen-year girl suffered from venereal disease after being raped by Japanese soldiers.
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Gang-raped Chinese women suffered untold agonies.
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Japanese soldiers gang-raped Chinese women and took photos of their naked bodies.
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Japanese soldiers raped an old woman, forcing her to undress for their amusement.
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A young woman was gang-raped by Japanese soldiers. They undressed her and took photos of her.
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After being raped, this woman's stomach was cut open.
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In January, 1938, the Japanese army set up an army brothels (the so-called “comfort stations”) in Nanjing.
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On December 19,1937, three Japanese soldiers broke into the basement of an American school on Wutan mountain in Nanjing. They intended to rape 19-year Li Xiuying. She was seven months pregnant. Li resisted, and the Japanese stabbed her more than thirty times with bayonets. She had a miscarriage and almost died. Fortunately, she survived.
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Li Xiuying, a survivor of the Nanjing Massacre, tells her story that Japanese soldiers once stabbed her more than thirty times.

Robbing, Burning and Destruction

After the fall of Nanjing, Japanese soldiers grabbed everything they were able to carry. They looted houses, government offices, shops, storehouses, and even hospitals. They took gold, silver, antiques, vehicles, blankets, livestock, etc. Even foreigners' property weren't safe.

The Japanese Army burned everything and killed anyone attempting to stop the fire. The entire city turned into ruins.
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On December 15, 1937, Japanese soldiers plundered the possessions of Nanjing residents, using different types of transportation, including trucks, carriages, bicycles, rickshaws, wheelbarrows, even baby carriages.
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Provisions forcefully taken by the Japanese troops
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Piles of goods looted by the Japanese in occupied areas
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After the killing of Chinese civilians, Japanese troops looted the city.
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Chaos in the National Government building after being looted by the Japanese army.
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The Japanese Secret Service set up a “Book Committee” in Zhuqiao Geological Museum of Nanjing to expropriate valuable Chinese books. They stole about 880,000 books from different libraries in Nanjing.
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The College of Chinese Culture, Jinling University, was looted by the Japanese army.
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The Japanese soldiers took 10 carriages of books from Jinling University.
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Japanese soldiers search and rob Chinese citizens passing by.
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On December 13, 1937, the Koyike unit of the Japanese army occupied and looted the Nanjing Railway station. They plundered 8 carriages and 3 locomotives.
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Japanese troops destroyed Zhonghua Gate.
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Japanese troops burned down Zhongshan Road.
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The Japanese army destroyed Shuixi Gate.
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The ruins near Hanxi Gate
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Chaos on Zhongshan Road near the Military Administration Department
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Chaos on Zhongshan Street near the Navy's headquarters
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Zhongshan Road in ruins
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The Japanese army looted the North Hotel.
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The Japanese army destroyed Nanjing city.
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Chaos outside Tongji Gate of Nanjing
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Destroyed airplanes at Nanjing Dajiaochang Airport.
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The area around Xinjiekou of Nanjing after burning and looting in December, 1937

Disposal of the Corpses

After the Nanjing Massacre, more than 100,000 corpses were left inside and outside the city. The Japanese threw them away into the Yangtze River to destroy the evidence of their crimes. The rest of the corpses were disposed of by charitable organizations, individuals, and the puppet government.

The World Red Swastika Society Nanjing branch buried 43,123 corpses,The China Red Cross Nanjing branch buried 22,371 corpses,Chongshantang buried 112,267 corpses and Tongshantang buried over 7,000 corpses. A Muslim organization buried 400 corpses.Five of all charitable organizations buried 185,000 bodies.

Citizens also volunteered to bury the dead. Sheng Shizheng and Chang Kaiyun, two lumber merchants from Hunan, used their own money to hire workers to bury bodies near the Shangxin River. They buried 28,730 bodies. Rui Fangyuan, Zhang Hongru and Yang Guangcai from the south of Nanjing buried 7,000 bodies near Zhonghua Gate.

The Puppet Government also tried to get rid of the corpses in order to cover up the massacre and to prevent diseases. Xiaguan District of the puppet municipal government buried 3,240 bodies in the areas of Xiaguan and Sanchahe. The First District of the puppet municipal government buried 1,233 bodies in the southeast of Nanjing. In January, 1939, the Sanitation Bureau of the puppet municipal government collected 3,000 bodies near Linggu Temple and Maqun and buried them to the east= of Linggu Temple. Gao Guanwu, an official of the puppet municipal government, installed a stele inscribed “the Tombstone of Homeless Spirits.”
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Aftre Japan's defeat, Major Ohta Toshio from the 2nd Division of Port Affair was incarcerated in the Soviet Union and in Fushun City in China.
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Major Ohta Toshio testifies about the disposal of bodies at Xiaguan. According to Ohta Toshio, the total number of bodies disposed by the 2nd Division of Port Affairs was approximately 100,000, of which 2,100 were seriously wounded. Other troops disposed of 50,000 corpses. The total number of the bodies disposed in Nanjing was 150,000. Apart from 30,000 bodies of Chinese soldiers, the rest were the bodies of civilians of Nanjing.
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Members of the Nanjing Red Swastika Society carry the dead to be buried.
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The burial team of the Nanjing Red Swastika Society transport corpses by trucks to be buried.
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Monks from a Japanese temple helped members of the Nanjing Red Swastika Society to bury the bodies.
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Gao Ruiyu was the leader of the burial team of the Red Swastika Society.
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Armband of the Red Swastika Society
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Burial statistics from the Red Swastika Society
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On May 9, 1938, Hanawa Yoshitaka, the Consulate General of Japan in Nanjing, reported to Foreign Minister Hirota Koki the general situation of Nanjing. The report confirms that the Red Swastika Society alone buried more than 40,000 bodies.
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Chart showing the number of bodies buried by the First Unit of the China Red Cross Nanjing branch from January to May, 1938.
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Chart showing the number of bodies buried by the Second Unit of the China Red Cross Nanjing branch from January to March, 1938.
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Members of the burial unit of the China Red Cross Nanjing branch
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Members of “Shi-cai Suo” of the China Red Cross Nanjing branch
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A report by the China Red Cross Nanjing branch in June, 1938 says that after the Rape of Nanjing Starting from December, 1937 to May,1938, the burial unit worked for six months along the Yangtze River, around Xiaguan and the Heping Gate and that a total of 22,371 bodies were buried there.
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Under the help of the International Committee of the Safety Zone a lot of bodies were cremated.
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Clothes worn by the employees of Chong-shan Tang, a charitable organization of Nanjing, during the burial.
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Cui Jingui, a member of the burial team of Chong-shan Tang
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List of the burial team members of Chong-shan Tang
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Armband of the burial team of Tong-shan Tang
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This is a reproduction of the Tablet for the Tombstone of Homeless Spirits inscribed by Gao Guanwu in January, 1939, a municipal official of the puppet National Government during the Japanese occupation. It records that more than 3,000 bodies were buried in Linggu Temple in the eastern suburbs of Nanjing.
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Rui Fangyuan, a citizen of Nanjing, organized a volunteer burial unit which buried over 7,000 bodies near Zhonghua Gate. This is his statement shown to Military tribunal of Nanjing.
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Statistics of buried bodies in the area of Xiaguan from the Capital Court.
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In January 14, 1946, Chen Guangjing, a secretary of the Capital Court, collected a photo album showing Japanese criminal acts and the location of the burial sites by some charitable organizations.


4 Nanjing Safety Zone and International Rescue

In the middle of November, 1937, foreigners in Nanjing decided to follow the example of the Refuge Zone in Shanghai to establish an international rescue organization and calling it “the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone”. They wanted to help refugees hiding from Japanese air raids. The committee elected Mr. John Rabe from the Siemens Corporation of Germany chairman, Hang Liwu a general secretary, Lewis Smythe from Jinling University a secretary, and an American, George Fitch deputy secretary. When Hang Liwu left Nanjing to escort the antiques from the Chaotian Palace to the west, a history professor from Jinling University succeeded Hang Liwu. The International Red Cross Committee Nanjing Branch, led by an American preacher John Magee, was another important international charitable organization in Nanjing and had close relations with the former.

The Safety Zone was later called the Refuge Zone. The American Embassy, Jinling University and other Christian schools served as its center. This zone occupied an area of around 3.68 square kilometers. It was surrounded by Hanzhong Road in the south, ZhongshanRoad in the east, Shanxi Road in the north and Xikang Road in the west. The Safety Zone had 25 refugee shelters, including the building of Ministry of Communications, an Overseas Building, Jinling Women's Arts and Sciences College, Supreme Court, Jinling University, etc. The refugees were mostly residents of Nanjing and the nearby area. Among them were a few unarmed Chinese soldiers. At its peak, in the Safety Zone housed 250,000 refugees.

At the end of January, 1938, the Japanese military forced refugees in the safety zone to return to their homes. On February 18, the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone was renamed as the Nanjing International Relief Committee. At the same time, the International Committee and the Refugee Zone were dissolved and the last refugees centers were closed in May 1938.

[image: ]


The location of the Nanjing Safety Zone.
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A list of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone and the International Red Cross Committee
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The headquarters of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone on No.5 Ninghai Rd.
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John Rabe, the delegate of the German Siemens Co. in Nanjing, was Chairman of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone.

[image: ]


A group photo of members of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone and the International Red Cross Committee. They are Ernest Forster, W. P. Mills, John H. D. Rabe, Lewis. S.C. Smythe, Eduard Sperling and George Fitch (from left).
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Regulations for the Refugee Camps, which were constituted by the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone.
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List of refugee camps in the Safety Zone before December 17, 1937
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A refugee camp at Jinling University
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A refugee camp in Supreme Court
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A gate of the refugee camp of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone
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The Refugee Camp in Nanjing
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Refugees flowing into the Refugee Camp
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A Letter to the residents of Nanjing
 by the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone, calling for the refugees to come to the zone.
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Refugees on the way to Nanjing Safety Zone
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Refugees in the headquarters of the Safety Zone, where a flag of the Safety Zone is displayed in its yard to avoid air raid
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A refugee camp in Jinling Women's Arts and Sciences College, which mainly accepted women and children, hosted 9,000 people at its peak.
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Minnie Vautrin, an American teacher and Dean of the Department of Education at Jinling Women's Arts and Sciences College, took charge of the refugees in the college. She protected many female refugees and was praised by them.
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The classrooms of Jinling Women's Arts and Sciences College became a refugee camp for women.
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Children in a refugee camp at Jinling University
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On December 16, 1937, unarmed Chinese soldiers were tracked down and arrested by the Japanese army on Zhongshan Road.

[image: ]


On December 16, 1937, the Japanese army tracked down and arrested the Chinese soldiers. They arrested and killed all young men who were bareheaded or had cocoon strippings on their palms.
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The Japanese army track down and arrest young men in the Safety Zone. The wall of the Safety Zone becomes the border between life and death.
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The interior and exterior of Gulou Hospital, namely a Hospital Attached to Jinling University, this hospital was located in the Safety Zone and hosted Chinese civilians who were injured by Japanese troops.
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The wounded residents of Nanjing were treated in Gulou Hospital.
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A wounded woman is treated in Gulou Hospital. The Japanese army killed her husband and her child. A bullet killed the child, injuring her.
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Japanese soldiers injured this teenager with a bayonet. He was sent to Gulou Hospital.
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This is a peasant from the suburb of Nanjing. On February 9, 1938, Japanese soldiers broke into his house and wanted to loot it. Not finding anything, they burned him with kerosene. Fortunately, he survived and was sent to Gulou Hospital.
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The doctors and nurses of Gulou Hospital treat the wounded.
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A fourteen-year boy was shot in the left leg by a Japanese soldier and was treated by Robert Wilson at Gulou Hospital.
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This rescued woman tells a story of her and five other Chinese women who were caught by the Japanese soldiers from No.6 Jian-yin Rd. to a building. They were forced to wash clothes for Japanese soldiers. Every night after work, they were raped repeatedly. On January 2, 1938, two Japanese soldiers took her to a separate room with the intention of killing her. Seriously wounded, she survived and was taken to the hospital. This picture shows a doctor of Gulou Hospital is treating her.
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Peasants brought the wounded to a clinic run by the foreign preachers in a village. The vehicle they used was very simple. Most of the wounded were civilians.
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Robert Wilson vaccinates refugees against typhoid.
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A group photo of John Magee and the staff members of Gulou Hospital in 1938.
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A group photo of the staff of the food distribution unit of the China Red Cross Nanjing Branch, taken in the spring of 1938
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A group photo of members of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone and its staff. On February 18, 1938, the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone was disbanded. It was renamed into the Nanjing International Relief Committee.
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A group photo of Minnie Vautrin(first left) and the members of the food distribution unit of the China Red Cross Nanjing branch
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A group photo of women and children in the refugee camp of Jinling Women's Arts and Sciences College during its closure.
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The last group of Nanjing refugees about to leave the refugee camp after the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone was disbanded.


5 Trials by History

On August 15, 1945, after fourteen years of fighting, China finally defeated the Japanese invaders with the help of the international anti-fascist forces.

In May, 1946, 11 countries set up the International Military Tribunal for the Far East of Tokyo. Among them were China, the United States, Britain, the Soviet Union, etc. This Tribunal tried 28 A-class Japanese war criminals. This Tribunal's verdict confirmed that Japan was the aggressor in the Sino-Japanese War from 1931 to 1945, and decided that the Japanese committed crimes during the Nanjing Massacre. On November 4, 1948, Matsui Iwane, commander of the Japanese Front Army in Central China and prime culprit of the Nanjing Massacre, was sentenced to death. On December 22, he was hanged in Tokyo. In February 1946, a military tribunal was set up in Nanjing of China to try B-class and Cclass war criminals. On March 10, 1947, this court decided that Tani Hisao, the commander of the 6th Division of the Japanese army, ordered his soldiers to kill civilians, to rape women, and to destroy private property. Tani Hisao was sentenced to death and was shot on April 26. The war criminals Noda Takeshi, Mukai Toshiaki, and Tanaka Gunkichi were tried and sentenced to death as well. The organizers of the Nanjing Massacre received the punishment they deserved.
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On August 14, 1945, Japan surrendered unconditionally. On August 15, a statement on the surrender of Emperor Hirohito was broadcasted.
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On September 2, 1945, the Japanese signed the formal surrender document on the battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay by Foreign Minister Shigmitsu Mamoru and Chief of General Staff Umezi Yoshijirou. There were many delegates from the Allies including the United States, the Republic of China, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, France, Australia, Canada, Netherlands and New Zealand, etc.
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On September 9, 1945, there was an official ceremony in Nanjing to accept the surrender of Japan. Okamura Yashuji, the super military commander of the Japanese army, is signing on the surrender document.
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Kobayashi Kensaburou, chief of general staff of the Japanese army handed over the surrender document to the Chinese general He Yingqin.
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Exterior of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East of Tokyo, where Japanese A-class war criminals were tried at the court
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The judges at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East are listening to the testimonies ( from left to right) : B.V.A. Roling(Netherlands), E. Stuart McDougall(Canada), Patrick(Britain), Myron Cramer(U.S.), William Webb(Australia), Mei Ru'ao(China), I.M. Zaryanov(U.S.S.R.), Henri Bernard(France) and E. Harvey Northcroft(New Zealand).
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Japanese A-class war criminals were tried at tribunal.
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Matsui Iwane(second left), the prime culprit of the Nanjing Massacre, comes into the International Military Tribunal for the Far East of Tokyo escorted by the USA military police.
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Matsui Iwane(middle), the prime culprit of the Nanjing Massacre, was tried at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East. He was sentenced to death.

[image: ]


Robert Wilson as an eyewitness at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East
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John Magee testifies at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.
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On July 27, 1947, the Central Daily reported about Xu Chuanyin and Wu Changde, two eyewitnesses at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East of Tokyo.

[image: ]


On February 15, 1946, a Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing was set up in China to try the Japanese B and C-class war criminals. More than 2000 B and C-class war criminals were tried. This picture shows the person(middle) is Shi Meiyu, the presiding judge of the tribunal.
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From February 6 to 8, 1947, the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing publicly tried Tani Hisao, the prime culprit of the Nanjing Massacre, at Lizhishe auditorium.
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Tani Hisao, the prime culprit of the Nanjing Massacre and the commander of the sixth Division of the Japanese army, came into the tribunal under the escort of policemen.
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Tani Hisao was tried at the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing.
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Ms. You whose husband was killed during the Massacre, testifies at the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing.
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American professors Smythe and Bates from Jinling University testify at the tribunal.
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On February 6, 1947, American professor Smythe from Jinling University referred the statements about Japanese soldiers' brutality in Nanjing to the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing.
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On February 6, 1947, American professor Bates from Jinling University referred Japanese soldiers' brutality in Nanjing to the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing.
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Civilians in Nanjing listen to the broadcast of trial of the Japanese prime culprits of the Nanjing Massacre by the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing.
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Shi Meiyu, the presiding judge of the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing and Chen Guangyu, the chief prosecutor examine the remains of corpses of victims excavated from the site in Yuhuatai.
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Legal medical experts from the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing examine the remains of “Wan ren keng”(the pits of thousands of bodies) on the hill outside Zhonghua Gate.
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Tani Hisao's verdict by the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing
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Tani Hisao on the way to be executed, escorted by policemen.
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Mukai Toshiaki (first right) and Noda Takeshi (second right), who had “Killing Contest”, were brought to the trial in 1947. The two others were tried together, one was Harada Seiichi (third right),former chief of the Japanese Warship chuyun and the other was Major Yoshi Muyoshio (first left).
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Front and profile photos of Mukai Toshiaki
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Front and profile photos of Noda Takeshi
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Mukai Toshiaki (left), Noda Takeshi (middle) and Tanaka Gunkichi (right) at the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing
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A photo of Tanaka Gunkichi before being extradited to China
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The saber that Tanaka Gunkichi used to kill Chinese people
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The telegraph signed by Chiang Kai-shek authorizing the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing sentences Mukai Toshiaki, Noda Takeshi, and Tanaka Gunkichi to death.


6 Witness of History

After the fall of Nanjing on December 13, 1937, Japanese soldiers massacred Chinese civilians and soldiers for six weeks. Many Chinese and foreigners staying in Nanjing at that time witnessed the killing, burning, looting and raping by the Japanese army and left behind some reports, journals, and photos on the Nanjing Massacre, which tell the truth to the world.
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The cover of What War Means: the Japanese Terror in China
 written by Timperley who was a correspondent stationed in China from the British newspaper Manchester Guardian. The book was based on the documents of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone and private diaries and letters. What War Means: the Japanese Terror in China
 for the first time revealed the truth of the Nanjing Massacre committed by the Japanese soldiers. This book in English version was completed in March 1938 in Shanghai and published in New York and London. In July 1938,the book in Chinese version was published by Hankou national publishing house. Mr. Guo Moruo wrote the prologue for the book in Chinese version.
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In July, 1938, A Faithful Record of Atrocity of Japanese Troops
 was compiled by the Political Department of the Military Committee of National Government.
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An Illustrated History of the War of Resistance Against Japan and the Founding of the People's Republic of China
 , edited by Fu Runhua, was published by the Culture Trust Service of China in 1948. It contained numerous photos about the Nanjing Massacre.
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The cover of My eighty years in China
 written by George Fitch. This book from Page 82 to Page 125 records the brutalities of the Japanese soldiers after the fall of Nanjing in 1937. Fitch was born in Suzhou in 1883. His father was an American missionary. In November, 1937, Fitch took part in the work of setting up Refugee Zone in Nanjing. He was in charge of the relief work for refugees.
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Xu Shuxi, a professor of Yanjing University, compiled the Documents of Nanjing Safety Zone
 , which was published by Kelly & Walsh, Ltd, in Hong Kong, in 1939. This book enumerate more than 400 incidents of the atrocities committed by the Japanese army from December 13, 1937 to February 7, 1938 in Nanjing, gathered by the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone.
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The diary of Robert Wilson who worked in Gulou Hospital describes the Nanjing Massacre and his work of treating the wound.
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On December 15, 1937, the American journalist Steele from Chicago News Daily
 published the news on the Nanjing massacre to his headquarters so rapidly that he was the first foreign journalist to report the news.
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A dispatch (left) reported by Tillman Durdin was published in New York Times
 on December 18, 1937 . Durdin had been to Nanjing twice, in April 1985 and June 1988, and he visited the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders.
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On October 1, 1943, the American magazine Pictorial Review
 carried an article about the Nanjing Massacre.
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Rosen from the German embassy stayed in Nanjing at that time.His report to Foreign Ministry of Germany says that the brutalities of the Japanese army in Nanjing was still on till March, 1938.
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On January 23, 1938, Xinhua Daily
 carried a dispatch entitled “Fire Rages on for 39 Days in Terror-Ridden Nanjing”.
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On January 23, 1938, Ta Kung Pao
 published an article entitled “Ferocious Enemy Keeps on Arson and Looting in Terror-Ridden Nanjing,Foreign Journalists Inspection Rejected”.
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Bleeding and Weeping Records of the Sacked Capital
 written by Guo Qi is about the author's own experience in the Nanjing Massacre. It was serially published on the newspaper Xi Jing Ping
 in August, 1938. Guo Qi was the commander of a battalion of Chinese army. After the fall of Nanjing, he stayed in the refugee zone and left Nanjing three months later.
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The Occupied Capital in Three Months
 written by Jiang Gonggu was a book about the author ‘s own experience in the Nanjing Massacre. Mr. Jiang Gonggu was a surgeon in the Chinese army, which fight for Nanjing defending. He wrote down diaries to record the brutal action of the Japanese army from December 13,1937 to February 27,1938.
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Luojin, an apprentice, who worked in Huadong photo shop of Nanjing, in January, 1938, he took the risk to save 16 photos of Japanese atrocities while processing the photos taken by the Japanese soldiers. Later, his classmate Wu Xuan preserved these photos. After the victory, Wu Xuan showed them to the Chinese Military Tribunal for the Trial of War Criminals in Nanjing as proof of Japanese crimes. In August 1994, Luojin(left) and Wu Xuan(right) met again at the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders.
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In October, 1946, Wu Xuan wrote this letter to the Nanjing Temporary Council to offer the photos of Japanese Crimes in Nanjing taken by Japanese soldiers.


7 Learning From History and Facing the Future

The Education Ministry of Japan rephrased Japan's “invasion” of China as “entering” China in history textbook in 1982. It enraged the people of Nanjing. They requested that a memorial museum should be built to memorize the victims in the Nanjing Massacre and to tell the truth about the massacre to young people. In September, 1983, the municipal government of Nanjing followed the citizens' suggestion and took out a plan for building a museum and monuments, With the permission of the government of Jiangshu Province, the museum began to be built on December 13, 1983.

The Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders was completed on the site of “wan ren keng” on August 15, 1985. Deng Xiaoping wrote inscription for the museum. At the same time, more than 17 monuments were built on the historical sites of the Nanjing Massacre, including Yijiangmen, Zhongshan Dock, Meitan Harbor, Yuleiying, Caoxiexia, Yanziji, Hanzhong Gate, Shangxinhe, Qingliangshan, Beijige, Wutaishan, Pude Temple, Zhengjue Temple, Jinling University, Huashen Temple and so on.

Academic work on the Nanjing Massacre has advanced steadily after the establishment of the Memorial. The Nanjing Massacre Research Society was founded on August, 1995, Japanese Textbook Research Committee on May, 2001, Nanjing International Peace Institute on September, 2003. These institutions constituted a strong base for the academic activities regarding the Nanjing Massacre. As a result, many excellent monographs, dissertations and e-books of the massacre have been published.

In the recent years, a series of historical materials discovered such as the bones of the victims of the massacre were discovered underneath the Memorial in April, 1998. Some other documents were found, including the diaries of Asuma Shiro and the album of Iton Keno, the diaries of John Rabe from Germany, the camera used by John Magee and the films produced by him and the diaries of Minnie Vautrin and Robert Wilson. All these were the proof of the Nanjing Masscre.

The Nanjing Massacre deeply hurt the feelings of the Chinese people and was a brutal episode in the history of human civilization. We can take lessons from history for a better future.

The Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders
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On August 15, 1985, the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders was opened to the public for the 40th anniversary of the victory in the Anti-Japanese war.
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The Square of Sacrifice.
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The Square of Mourning.

Memorial Stones to Mark the Burial Sites of Those Who Were Mass-slaughtered During the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders
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Memorial stone to mark the burial site of those who died at the Zhongshan Dock during the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese invaders
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Memorial stone to mark the burial site in the Yanziji beach during the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese invaders.
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Memorial stone to mark the burial site in the Beijige during the Nanjing Massacre.

Research About the Nanjing Massacre
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Many books and dissertations about the Nanjing Massacre have been published.
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A collection of articles from the international academic meeting on the Nanjing Massacre.
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In August, 1997, the first international academic meeting on the Nanjing Massacre was held in Nanjing.
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Some of academic books and pictorials about the Nanjing Massacre published in recent years.
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English books and video tapes produced in the United States about the Nanjing Massacre.
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John Magee
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A camera used by John Magee and the films about the brutalities of the Japanese soldiers
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On December 12, 1996, Rabe's granddaughter Reinhardt publicized Rabe's Diaries
 in the United States.
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Rabe rescued and protected the old man, whose name is Ding Yongqing.
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In April, 1997, the tombstone of John Rabe was transferred from Berlin to the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese invaders.
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In December,1987, Hora Tomioo, a Japanese professor at Waseda University, and Yoshida Yutaka,a Japanese scholar (first right) from Hitotsu Bashi University , visited the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders.
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Hora Tomioo donated Photos about the Commanding Headquarters of Shanghai Expedition in Sino-Japanese War
 . These photos from the book record the crimes of the Japanese army in Shanghai and Nanjing.
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On December 13, 1987, Asuma Shiro (first left), a former soldier of the invading Japanese army, came to the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders for the first time.
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On July 6,1987, Asuma Shiro (middle) and two other former soldiers of the 16th Division of the invading Japanese army,Masuda Rokusuke (first left) and Ageha Takeichiron (first right) met journalists at the Peace Press Conference in Japan. Asuma Shiro publicized his diary about the war.
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In his book, Diaries of Asuma Shiro
 , Asuma describes his experience as a Japanese soldier in the war. After the publication of this book, right-wing activists in Japan have had a legal dispute with Asuma Shiro challenging the legitimacy of Asuma's facts. This lawsuit lasted for eight years.
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On December, 1937, Robert Wilson recorded the brutalities of Japanese soldiers in the Nanjing Massacre while working in Gulou Hospital. He was as an eyewitness present at the International Military Tribunal for the Far East. The picture on the right is the exterior of Gulou Hospital.
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Diaries of Minnie Vautrin and Jinling Forever
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On September 17, 2003. Buping, a modern history scholar, donated an album of Iton Keno
 which records the brutalities of the Japanese army in Nanjing.
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This photo shows the tragic scene of the victims slaughtered by Japanese soldiers. The words in Japanese beside the photo say that the corpses piled up on the bank of the river outside the city wall of Nanjing.
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In 1983, many bones of the victims were excavated during the construction of the Memorial in “Wan Ren Keng” in Jiangdong Gate.
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The bones of the victims discovered at the site of “Wan Ren Keng” on Jiangdong Gate in April, 1998


Appendix

The Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders

The Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders is located in the southwestern corner of Nanjing known as Jiangdong Gate, which used to be one of the execution grounds and mass burial places of the cruel holocaust.

Occupying an area of about 28,000 square meters with a floor space of 3,000 square meters, it was built in 1985 in memory of the 300,000 victims in the event. Later, in 1995 it was enlarged and renovated. The buildings in the complex are fashioned out of black and white granite blocks, looking spectacular and magnificent, rendering a feeling of solemnity and reverence. It is an exhibition site with historical records and objects as well as architecture, sculptures and film projections to unfold a specific chapter of history concerning one of the ugliest experiences forced on mankind.

The Memorial consists of three parts: the outdoor exhibits, the remaining bones of the killed and the museum for historical material displaying. In the outdoor sector, group sculptures, full-length statues, relief carvings, signboards, monuments, redeeming and repentant tablets, withered trees and broken walls as well as a wall carved with the names of part of the victims so far that have been located cluster together with green shrubs and lawns to suggest a graveyard -style architecture with the themes of life and death, grief and indignation. A building shaped like a coffin is to shelter some of the victims' bones excavated from “the pits of thousands of bodies” right in the site when the Memorial was in construction--an iron evidence for the bloody crimes committed by the aggressive Japanese troops. The museum lies half buried in the ground like a colossal tomb. Inside, an immense collection of pictures, objects, charts and photographs relate the horror of the Rape of Nanjing. Through a versatility of means for exhibitions such as lighted cabinets, sand trays, clay moldings, oil paintings, micro-computers appliances, documentary shows and so on, the tragedy of the cruel holocaust in Nanjing and the beastly atrocities of the Japanese militarists are pictured and recounted.

Past experience, if not forgotten, is the guide for the future. The Nanjing Memorial has become an important site for international communities to pray for peace as well as a site for historical and cultural exchanges. In China, it is also a “national demonstrative educational base for patriotism”.
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The Second Historical Archives of China

The Second Historical Archives of China is a complex that resembles an ancient palace. It is located on Zhongshan East Road. And It's the first site of the National Archives after 1949, and includes collections of governmental documents from the Republic of China (1912-1949).

The location of the archives is in fact the site of the West Palace of the Ming Dynasty. On the left of it was Ming Forbidden City and on the right was the Yu Dai River. It was the office of the historical documents of the Kuomintang(KMT) in the Republic of China. Yang Tingbao, a famous Chinese architect, designed the gate and pavilion nearby in 1936. The rest of the complex was built after the founding of the People's Republic of China.

The Second Historical Archives of China has a complete collection of the documents of the central government of the Republic of China along with many other archives. By the end of 1997, its collection includes over 900 Quanzong(a complete collection of documents from a organization), amounting to more than 1.8 million volumes. The archives bookshelves are as long as 50,000 meters, which is one and a half times of the length of the old city wall of Nanjing.

In order to make full use of historical collections, the Second Historical Archives of China set up an exhibition room of historical documents. The archives displayed in the exhibition room are arranged chronologically and are divided into three periods: 1) the Nanjing Temporary Government and the Southern Revolutionary Government; 2) the Beijing National Government; 3) the Nanjing National Government. This is a good place for us to get to know the modern history of China.
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Epilogue

The publication of this book coincides with the 60th anniversary of the victory in the Anti-Fascist War and of China's victory in the War of Resistance Against Japan. At the 68th anniversary of the Nanjing Massacre, we dedicate this book, An Illustrated History of the Nanjing Massacre
 , to those who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of their country and to the victims of the massacre.

More than half a century has passed since the end of the War of Resistance Against Japan. Right-wing forces in Japan have been denying the crimes committed by the Japanese army in World War II, including the Nanjing Massacre, thus hurting the feelings of the Chinese people. We feel obliged to confront these lies and tell the world the truth. For this purpose, we have selected 400 historical photographs taken during the massacre to compile the book. These photos come from the Second Historical Archives of China, Nanjing Archives, the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese Invaders, as well as from the photo albums previously published in China and in Japan. One third of the photos have never been published. These precious photos record the suffering of the Chinese people in the war. We should prevent the tragedy from being repeated.

This book contains seven chapters: the Situation Before the Fall of Nanjing in 1937, Nanjing Defense War and the Fall of Nanjing, the Nanjing Massacre launched by the Japanese Army, Nanjing Safety Zone and International Rescue, Trials by History, Witness of History, Learning From History and Facing the Future. Zhu Chengshan is the chief editor of the book. Duan Yueping wrote Chapters 1-6; Liu Xiangyun wrote Chapter 7. Other people involved in producing this book are Wang Weimin, Chen Junfeng, Hou Shuguang, Liang Qiang, Liu Yanjun, Chang Chang and Wang Lan. We express our thanks for their help.

By the Memorial Hall of the Victims in the Nanjing Massacre by Japanese In
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