



[image: FY.jpg]













图书在版编目(CIP)数据


GRE写作: 从3分到6分 / 徐亮编著.  —北京：群言出版社，2012.8

ISBN 978-7-80256-357-5





I. ①G…　II.  ①徐…　III.  ①GRE—写作—自学参考资料　IV. ①H315





中国版本图书馆CIP数据核字（2012）第187624号













GRE写作——从3分到6分





出  版  人　范芳

责任编辑　陈丹丹

封面设计　大愚设计+赵甜

出版发行　群言出版社(Qunyan Press)

地　　址　北京东城区东厂胡同北巷1号

邮政编码　100006

网　　站　www.qypublish.com

读者信箱　bj62605588@163.com

总  编  办　010-65265404　65138815

编  辑  部　010-65276609　65262436

发  行  部　010-62605588　62605019





经　　销　新华书店

读者服务　010-65220236　65265404　65263345

法律顾问　中济律师事务所





版　　次　2012年 9月第 1版　2012年 9月第 1次印刷

书　　号　ISBN 978-7-80256-357-5





［版权所有侵权必究］

如有缺页、倒页、脱页等印装质量问题，请拨打服务热线：010-62605166。










前　言

PREFACE

目前，市面上已经有很多GRE考试方面的图书了，我的目的并不是为图书众多的GRE市场再徒增一本，而是要和诸位分享GRE分析性写作不断向我揭开其神秘面纱的过程。

在新东方的讲台上已走过七个春秋，现在为本书写下前言之际，我突然小有感触——人们常说的“七年之痒”是没有说服力的。因为，在七年前，当我刚刚开始接触GRE教学时，我就查阅了有关GRE写作的大量资料，可以说，市面上几乎所有的GRE写作参考书和网上所有的相关资源，我无一遗漏。当时，我以为教会学生如何写好段落、写好文章，教会学生如何找到逻辑漏洞就可以了。后来随着教学实践经验的积累，我也在不断地思考、感悟，那时我才明白，GRE的分析性写作其实是让我们能够批判性地思考问题，这种推理、逻辑和缜密的思考方法将影响我一生的思考方式与研究习惯，甚至是一种生活态度。再后来，我明白了，作为一个老师，重要的不是自己的思考能力和分析能力有多强，而是能够教会学生如何掌握这种思考方法，以帮助他们未来能够在北美研究生院获得学术成功。所以，我后来的研究方向转到了语言习得和思考方法的习得过程上，重点研究如何把我的知识和技能转移到学生身上，这个转移过程引发了我极大的兴趣。2008年，通过竞聘，我成功地成为新东方教育科技集团的教学培训师，主要工作是培训新东方北美考试项目的老师。这个时候，我研究较多的是教学方法，研究如何帮助老师更有效地教授他们的学生。至今，我仍然在关注这些研究领域，包括课程发展模块，以及如何测评学生是否真正掌握GRE的语言和思维能力。2010年，我负责新东方教育科技集团北美考试项目GRE写作标准化课程教案的组织与编写工作，对以前的教学工作做了一个整理和归纳。

与此同时，我看到了大量同学在GRE写作方面付出巨大努力后，却依然无法考取满意的成绩,甚至有一些同学和老师认为GRE写作是无法提高的。看到这些同学甚至老师的绝望，我觉得是时候毫无保留地写出一本完整的GRE写作学习教材了。于是，从去年九月份开始，写这本书成了我生活中最重要的事情，为了这本书，我经常工作到凌晨三点，在书中，我更多时候是用一种交流的感觉和语气与各位读者探讨GRE分析性写作到底是怎么回事。希望考生能够真正理解书中所讲，不要再走大部分中国考生走过的老路，如果这样我觉得我的努力至少有一点价值与意义。

本书共分四个部分：第一部分，官方指南解读与GRE分析性写作方法论；第二部分，学术英语写作的基础；第三部分，Analyze an Issue任务的解决方案；第四部分，Analyze an Argument任务的解决方案。我相信如果考生能够认真学习本书，一定会少走一些弯路。我的目标只有一个，让每个人的每一分努力都有效率、有价值、有意义。

在这里，感谢所有我曾经教过的同学、培训过的老师和我的同仁们，是你们让我对GRE分析性写作的理解一步一步深入，我的这本书就是献给你们的。尤其是早期听过我讲课的同学，当时我的GRE写作教学知识体系和方法并没有现在这么成熟，对此我非常抱歉，这本书也是献给你们的特别礼物，作为我们曾经逝去的青春和一起为梦想拼搏的岁月的见证。我还要把这本书献给GRE考试，我在人生最灿烂和最浪漫的时候结识了她，并为她付出了我最美好的青春年华。

最后，感谢北京新东方GRE写作名师葛亮和万炜，他们的洞察力和分析能力令人赞叹，并且让我受益良多。感谢李瑛帮我做了很多文字校正工作。感谢我的父母给我足够的自由任我发展，并教会我如何观察和思考。感谢所有为本书出版付出辛苦劳动和支持本书的同事和朋友。

徐亮
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第一章　走近GRE分析性写作考试

第一节　GRE分析性写作改革后的主要特征和改革动机

美国教育考试中心(ETS)于2011年8月开始实施新GRE考试，新GRE考试更为科学，更能体现考生的能力，并且更加注重考查考生是否拥有在北美研究生院获得成功所应有的基础。改革后的GRE考试的核心在于更加注重对学生的推理能力的考查。对所有考生而言，其意义在于把考生从大量死记硬背单词、背诵写作万能模板以及记忆大量素材的痛苦中解放出来，从而让考生能够把更多的时间和精力放在训练分析和推理的能力上。而这种能力是考生未来在北美研究生院做研究最重要的能力，包括未来写文献综述、写学术论文、写建议书、写读书计划、写报告等。GRE分析性写作本质上是缩略版的学术英语写作，它测试的是考生是否具备未来在研究生院顺利写出论文的能力。所以，我们应该把GRE分析性写作考试作为一个提升自己写作能力的契机，提高自己分析性和批判性思考的能力，这些对于未来的学习和研究都大有好处。在中国，很多人曾经错误地认为，GRE考试重点考查学生有多大的词汇量，坚持这种观点的考生在新的GRE考试中很难获得理想的分数，毕竟这些不是北美研究生入学考试的重心和方向。

分析性写作部分在要求上发生了更为明确的变化，改革的主要特征也非常明显，那就是要求学生更少地做抽象和笼统的回答，而是更多地给出具体化的回答(more focused and less generalization)。针对这个基本原则，新GRE的分析性写作部分在原来的题干后面加入了具体性指令(specific instructions)。言外之意就是，GRE分析性写作要求考生不是仅做出泛泛而谈的讨论，而是根据题干的具体性指令做出更为具体和细化的分析。ETS大学与研究生项目的副总裁David G. Payne曾经在公开场合表示：改革后的GRE分析性写作在本质上和原来的GRE分析性写作没有任何不同，但是要求考生对于具体性指令作出回应；要求考生的回答是在考场上根据具体指令而作出的，而不是事先背诵和记忆好的内容。由此可见，ETS这次改革更加强调它曾经反复要求的分析能力。

新GRE改革的动机非常之多。首先，改革的目的是为了拥有更多的商科申请者，所以改革后的考试在文字推理部分更加强调分析和更为复杂的推理，把句子填空题由传统的五个选项选一个变为五个选项选一个、六个选项选两个的形式；还有一段文字里面出现两个或三个空格的段落填空题；阅读理解部分对于细节的考查有所弱化，加入了更多的逻辑推理题目，包括加强或削弱结论、推出结论、句子功能和解决矛盾等题型。而原来写作部分更加强调对一个问题的具体分析。数量推理部分则让考生从繁复的计算中解放出来，更关注数量推理的能力，并且增加有生活场景和数据分析的相关题目。第二个动机主要体现在写作方面，就是纠正曾经的误区。原来GRE写作的题目问得比较抽象，没有具体性指令，其结果是很多考生在分析中都采用了一种抽象的方法，而缺少分析，所以改革后的GRE写作题目加入具体性指令并不是新的要求，而是给考生一个指引，指向具体的分析，而这样的指令曾经被ETS认为是考生大脑中本来就应该有的。所以不要认为具体性指令是新GRE考试为难考生的项目，它其实是分析性写作本来就必须考虑的内容，从这个角度来说，考生在考场上会更容易切入考题，所以这种变化对于考生而言更多的是帮助而不是限制。第三个动机也是关于写作方面的，ETS以此为契机，改变了题库，虽然题库的模型依然是原来的GRE写作题库，但是做出了一些重要的变化，除了在形式上加入了具体性指令，题干本身也有变化，比如Analyze an issue任务中去掉了很多比较生涩和具体的话题，更多地选用了比较宽泛而非专业的话题。这个变化的动机，一方面依然是为了争取更多的商科考生，不再在话题上过于偏重自然科学和艺术人文；另一方面也是由于题干要求由过去的二选一变成了唯一，考生没有选择。Analyze an argument任务则在表达上更加注重逻辑关系，也是为了让考生能更为明确地分析其逻辑问题。




第二节　GRE分析性写作的题型、机考界面与考试要求

新GRE分析性写作分为两个任务，也就是Analyze an issue任务和Analyze an argument任务。这两个部分在整个GRE考试中最先出现，两个部分的考试时间均为30分钟，中间有1分钟休息时间。在中国大陆地区，GRE考试是基于计算机的，写作部分也有基本的文字处理软件，可以做简单的文字处理，比如复制、粘贴、撤销、剪切、插入这五个功能，但是没有自动更正功能，包括大小写改正等，也没有词汇和语法错误提示功能等，这套文字处理软件不同于Word和Pages, 更类似于Windows系统中的Pad (记事本)功能。这对考生的启发在于，新GRE考试需要考生在平时进行电脑上的写作训练，包括练习打字速度，另外还需要在机考界面或者记事本这样的软件中进行训练。

分析性写作考试的第一部分为Analyze an issue任务。这个部分的题干包括两个部分：第一部分为一个issue, 即一个关于某一个问题的有争议的观点、评论或建议；第二部分为一个具体性指令。考试的时候，考生看到的是下面的文字(中文部分为笔者的注解，英文部分所有内容来自ETS对于GRE考试的介绍):
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SECTION 1

Analytical Writing

ANALYZE AN ISSUE

30 minutes

You will be given a brief quotation that states or implies an issue of general interest and specific instructions on how to respond to that issue. You will then have 30 minutes to plan and compose a response according to the specific instructions. A response to any other issue will receive a score of zero.

Make sure that you respond according to the specific instructions and support your position on the issue with reasons and examples drawn from such areas as your reading, experience, observations, and/or academic studies.

Trained GRE readers will read your response and evaluate its overall quality, based on how well you:

• Respond to the specific instructions

• Consider the complexities of the issue

• Organize, develop, and express your ideas

• Support your ideas with relevant reasons and/or examples

• Control the elements of standard written English

Before you begin writing, you may want to think for a few minutes about the issue and instructions and then plan your response. Be sure to develop your position fully and organize it coherently, but leave time to reread what you have written and make any revisions you think are necessary.

Issue Topic

The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.




值得考生(尤其是对老GRE考试有所了解的考生)注意的是，新GRE考试的这个部分发生了三个形式上的重要变化：其一，考试时间由45分钟缩减为现在的30分钟；其二，题干要求由二选一变为了现在的唯一，不给考生选择的机会；其三，原来题干要求只有就考生普遍感兴趣的话题给出一个观点，新GRE考试在它后面加入了一个具体性指令。

具体性指令成了新GRE考试的重要要求，它要求考生具备用论据证明自己观点的能力。

在这部分，ETS强调了其写作评分的四个细则，尽管后面有更多篇幅会详细讨论这部分，但在此依然要做一个简略的介绍：首先，考试为整体评分，不会考虑考生某一个方面的细节问题，而是把考生的各方面能力作为一个整体来进行评价。但是四个方面是考生必须要注意的，包括对于具体性指令和问题的具体回答：是否考虑到了这个问题的复杂性；是否能够很好地发展、组织和表达观点；是否具有能够用相关的例子和理由证明观点的能力；是否会运用正式书面语的元素。

在这部分，ETS简略地介绍了写作的程序，这部分在本书的后面依然会详细讨论，这里只是做一个简单的介绍：拿到题目后，首先要认真阅读issue题干和具体性指令，然后写提纲，包括写出观点和发展的思路，继而写出文章，最后留一点时间做检查。

最后的方框内为题目。其中“The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.”就是issue部分：最好的教育方式就是赞扬好的行为，忽略坏的行为。这是一个有争议的观点。而“Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.”就是具体性指令部分：写一篇文章讨论你在多大程度上同意或者反对这个建议，并且解释你持有这样观点的推理过程，在发展和支持你的观点的推理过程中，请描述你认为这个建议有益的或无益的具体情况，并且解释这些具体的例子如何在影响你的观点。

分析性写作考试的第二部分为Analyze an argument任务。下面是机考的时候考生会看到的题目形式：
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SECTION 2

Analytical Writing

ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT

30 minutes

You will be given a short passage that presents an argument and specific instructions on how to respond to that passage. You will have 30 minutes to plan and compose a response in which you evaluate the passage according to the specific instructions. A response to any other argument will receive a score of zero.

Note that you are NOT being asked to present your own views on the subject. Make sure that you respond according to the specific instructions and support your evaluation with relevant reasons and/or examples. Trained GRE readers will read your response and evaluate its overall quality, based on how well you:

• Respond to the specific instructions

• Identify and analyze important features of the passage

• Organize, develop, and express your evaluation

• Support your evaluation with relevant reasons and/or examples




• Control the elements of standard written English

Before you begin writing, you may want to think a few minutes about the passage and the instructions and then plan your response. Be sure to develop your evaluation fully and organize it coherently, but leave time to read what you have written and make any revisions that you think are necessary.

Argument Topic

The following appeared in an article written by Dr. Karp, an anthropologist.

"Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia and concluded from his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire village rather than by their own biological parents. However, my recent interviews with children living in the group of islands that includes Tertia show that these children spend much more time talking about their biological parents than about other adults in the village. This research of mine proves that Dr. Field's conclusion about Tertian village culture is invalid and thus that the observation-centered approach to studying cultures is invalid as well. The interview-centered method that my team of graduate students is currently using in Tertia will establish a much more accurate understanding of child-rearing traditions there and in other island cultures."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

这部分的主要内容是用一篇短文分析了一个论证过程，在此之后有一个具体性指令，并且也是只有一个具体要求，考生没有选择的余地，同样也是30分钟之内完成。这部分不要求考生发表自己对于这个论证过程的任何观点，只需要根据具体性指令对这个论证过程进行评价即可。

另外，和Analyze an issue任务部分一样的是，这部分也采用整体评分的方式，评分的标准也是以下几个方面：是否回应了argument的题干和具体性指令；是否能够准备阅读理解和分析这个论证过程的主要方式和特征；是否能组织、发展和清楚表达自己的评价过程；是否能用相关的例子和理由证明自己的评价；是否能够很好地运用正式书面语的元素。

作答时依然也是先读懂论证过程和具体性指令部分，然后列一个提纲，继而完全发展和连贯表达出自己的评价过程，最后留出一定的时间做检查。

方框内是一道具体的题目。第一部分“The following appeared in an article written by Dr. Karp, an anthropologist'. Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia and concluded from his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire village rather than by their own biological parents. However, my recent interviews with children living in the group of islands that includes Tertia show that these children spend much more time talking about their biological parents than about other adults in the village. This research of mine proves that Dr. Field's conclusion about Tertian village culture is invalid and thus that the observation-centered approach to studying cultures is invalid as well. The interview-centered method that my team of graduate students is currently using in Tertia will establish a much more accurate understanding of child-rearing traditions there and in other island cultures.”是一个具体的论证过程。这篇短文假设引用自人类学家Karp博士的一篇文章：20年前，著名人类学家Field博士访问了Tertia岛并从观察中得出结论，Tertia的孩子是由整个村庄的村民抚养成人而不是他们的双亲。然而，我最近对生活在包括Tertia在内的许多岛屿的孩子们的采访显示，这些孩子更多的时间是在谈论他们的双亲而不是村庄中其他的成年人。我的这项研究证实了Field博士关于Tertia村庄文化的结论是错误的，因此这种以观察为中心的文化研究方法也是无效的。我的研究生团队最近在Tertia所运用的以采访为中心的方法将对该岛以及其他岛屿文化下的孩子抚养传统建立起更为精确的理解。第二部分“Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argumentand explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.”为具体性指令：写一篇文章，在该文中你要讨论有哪些具体的证据可以用来评价这个论证过程，并且解释这些证据如何加强或者削弱这个论证过程。




第三节　GRE分析性写作的评分方式


关于评分方式。
 ETS在GRE写作中采用的是整体评分的方法，也就是根据考生的整体写作水平给出一个分数，而不是分项目评分。言外之意，就是阅卷者不会根据文章的语法、词汇、结构、分析、逻辑分别给分，而是根据这些元素综合在一起的结果给出一个总体分数。


关于分数计算方式。
 Issue和Argument两个部分分别评分，每个部分由两个阅卷者评分。如果两个阅卷者评分差距不超过一分，则最终给出两个阅卷者的平均分；如果评分差距超过一分，则需要第三者进行仲裁。两个部分的分数平均后，精确到0.5分为考生的最终成绩，GRE写作评分为0-6分制。


关于E-rater阅卷。
 E-rater为电子阅卷者，这是ETS研发的基于自然语言分析的阅卷程序。自然语言处理(Natural Language Processing, 简称NLP)是人工智能和语言学领域的分支学科，主要探讨如何处理和运用自然语言，让电脑懂得人类的语言并且进行处理。ETS用E-rater进行辅助阅卷。


关于similarity detection software。
 Similarity detection software (雷同探测器)是ETS用来检测考生是否抄袭的一个软件。在考试过程中，该软件可结合人工进行判断，决定考生是否在抄袭或部分抄袭与剽窃。正如曾经在本章第一节讨论的那样，GRE分析性写作考查的是考生是否能够完成北美研究生院写论文的任务，所以在GRE考试中有抄袭嫌疑标志着考生很可能在未来写论文时有抄袭的动机，而北美研究生院又高度关注和重视学生的独立思考能力，所以这将是ETS考虑的重要方面。鉴于此，ETS认为只要有抄袭行为就将取消考生的整个GRE考试成绩。那么怎样才算抄袭呢? ETS认为抄袭包含但不限于如下几个方面：第一，考生文章的文本和以前或本次考试的某位考生的文章本质上是相似的；第二，在引用公开发表和未公开发表的文章的语言的时候，没有进行引注；第三，在表达和其他人合作的成果时，没有注明别人的贡献；最后，文字是从其他地方借用的或者是其他人准备的。我们发现，正确避免以上几个方面是学术界写论文的基本规范，从这也可以看出ETS强调分析性写作的考查功能。


关于评分重心。
 分析性写作最看重的是批判性思考和分析性写作的能力，包括推理论证等，而不是语言细节方面。因为GRE是美国研究生入学考试，它不同于考查语言的TOEFL考试，所以对思维层面的要求会更高。但是，对于中国考生而言，存在的语言问题一样会导致阅卷者不能或很难读懂文章的核心思想，从而影响内容的传达，最终获得低分，所以也需要关注语言能力的提高，这同样也是本书在后面章节要考虑和解决的问题。


关于评分描述。
 ETS在官方网站上和官方指南中给出了不同分数段的描述(如下所示)，而Issue和Argument的具体评分标准在后面还会给出。


关于similarity detection software。
 Similarity detection software (雷同探测器)是ETS用来检测考生是否抄袭的一个软件。在考试过程中，该软件可结合人工进行判断，决定考生是否在抄袭或部分抄袭与剽窃。正如曾经在本章第一节讨论的那样，GRE分析性写作考查的是考生是否能够完成北美研究生院写论文的任务，所以在GRE考试中有抄袭嫌疑标志着考生很可能在未来写论文时有抄袭的动机，而北美研究生院又高度关注和重视学生的独立思考能力，所以这将是ETS考虑的重要方面。鉴于此，ETS认为只要有抄袭行为就将取消考生的整个GRE考试成绩。那么怎样才算抄袭呢? ETS认为抄袭包含但不限于如下几个方面：第一，考生文章的文本和以前或本次考试的某位考生的文章本质上是相似的；第二，在引用公开发表和未公开发表的文章的语言的时候，没有进行引注；第三，在表达和其他人合作的成果时，没有注明别人的贡献；最后，文字是从其他地方借用的或者是其他人准备的。我们发现，正确避免以上几个方面是学术界写论文的基本规范，从这也可以看出ETS强调分析性写作的考查功能。





关于评分重心。
 分析性写作最看重的是批判性思考和分析性写作的能力，包括推理论证等，而不是语言细节方面。因为GRE是美国研究生入学考试，它不同于考查语言的TOEFL考试，所以对思维层面的要求会更高。但是，对于中国考生而言，存在的语言问题一样会导致阅卷者不能或很难读懂文章的核心思想，从而影响内容的传达，最终获得低分，所以也需要关注语言能力的提高，这同样也是本书在后面章节要考虑和解决的问题。


关于评分描述。
 ETS在官方网站上和官方指南中给出了不同分数段的描述(如下所示)，而Issue和Argument的具体评分标准在后面还会给出。




	

Scores 6 and 5.5



	
Sustains insightful, in-depth analysis of complex ideas; develops and supports main points with logically compelling reasons and/or highly persuasive examples; is well focused and well organized; skillfully uses sentence variety and precise vocabulary to convey meaning effectively; demonstrates superior facility with sentence structure and language usage but may have minor errors that do not interfere with meaning.





	

Scores 5 and 4.5



	
Provides generally thoughtful analysis of complex ideas; develops and supports main points with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples; is generally focused and well organized; uses sentence variety and vocabulary to convey meaning clearly; demonstrates good control of sentence structure and language usage but may have minor errors that do not interfere with meaning.





	

Scores 4 and 3.5



	
Provides competent analysis of ideas; develops and supports main points with relevant reasons and/or examples; is adequately organized; conveys meaning with reasonable clarity; demonstrates satisfactory control of sentence structure and language usage but may have some errors that affect clarity.





	

Scores 3 and 2.5



	
Displays some competence in analytical writing, although the writing is flawed in at least one of the following ways: limited analysis or development; weak organization; weak control of sentence structure or language usage, with errors that often result in vagueness or lack of clarity.





	

Scores 2 and 1.5



	
Displays serious weaknesses in analytical writing. The writing is seriously flawed in at least one of the following ways: serious lack of analysis or development; lack of organization; serious and frequent problems in sentence structure or language usage, with errors that obscure meaning.





	

Scores 1 and 0.5



	
Displays fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing. The writing is fundamentally flawed in at least one of the following ways: content that is extremely confusing or mostly irrelevant to the assigned tasks; little or no development; severe and pervasive errors that result in incoherence.





	

Score 0



	
The examinee's analytical writing skills cannot be evaluated because the responses do not address any part of the assigned tasks, are merely attempts to copy the assignments, are in a foreign language, or display only indecipherable text.





	

Score NS



	
The examinee produced no text whatsoever.











针对这个整体描述，下面做一些简单的解释和分析。必须了解的是，ETS评分采取四个维度。

第一，是否能对复杂的观点进行深入的分析。首先，考生必须意识到，issue本身是一个复杂的问题，而在中国，很多人写作有一种习惯，就是过于简化问题，想很快得出一个是或否的答案，这是会妨碍批判性思考的。所以考生在面对issue题目时，不要迅速得出结论，而是不断去探索这个问题的复杂性。其次，要对这种复杂性不断地进行解构，达到深刻讨论与分析的程度。




第二，是否能用有说服力的例子和理由支持并发展观点。在英文写作中有一个基本的习惯，即没有证明的观点不称之为观点，如果想让观点更有说服力，写作者必须用证据进行证明。考生必须使用有说服力的证据，包括例子和推理去有效证明自己的观点。中国学生写文章的最大不足就在于经常反复陈述自己的观点，而没有用更为具体化的细节和推理去证明其观点的有效性。

第三，是否有明确的焦点和是否能很好地组织。有明确的焦点是学术英语写作的基本要求，所有的文章，文章的所有段落都有一个明确的焦点，使得全文或者全段围绕这个焦点展开，形成一种统一性和一致性。组织是让文章有效地被人理解的重要因素，所以只有有逻辑地展开自己的论证，才能有效地表达自己的观点和展现自己的推理过程。

第四，是否能运用句子的多样性和精确的用词，从而做到有效地表达意思；是否能够娴熟运用句子结构和语言，哪怕有些小错误，只要不影响意思表达即可。首先，用词在于要精确无误，另外，句子使用要具有多样性。但是这样做的重要目的在于，要让表达思想变得更为有效。有效，就是要让读者轻松地、准确地理解写作者的意思，所以语言一定要做到清晰和简洁。有些中国学生准备GRE写作的误区在于，故意写一些冗长而且嗦的句子，殊不知这些做法都妨碍了有效表达。实际上，英文中长句子的表达目的一定是为了更简洁、更有逻辑或者消除歧义，而不是用嗦的语言故意显示自己会用长句子。在后面章节讨论语言的时候，笔者会进一步详细讨论如何做到有效的语言表达。




	

6分和5.5分



	
达到了以上四个方面的要求。





	

5分和4.5分



	
第一，依然能够意识到issue问题的复杂性，分析不如6分的深刻，但是也能作出整体上有思想性的分析。第二，依然能够用逻辑上令人感到信服的理由和合适的例子证明论点，但是论据没有6分的文章那么有逻辑性和有说服力。第三，组织性依然比较好，但是焦点还是没有6分的聚焦得好，尽管从整体上还是有焦点的。第四，依然能够运用句子的多样性，但是没有6分要求的精准用词，并且在表达上并不是6分所要求的有效，而是清楚，这个语言要求有所降低，但是清楚也是对中国学生表达方面一个很高的要求，考生依然需要做到清楚。最后要求依然是对于语言掌控的表现很优秀，允许不影响意思的小错误存在。





	

4分和3.5分



	
第一，考生已经开始简化问题了，开始意识不到issue的高度复杂性，但是依然有一定的分析能力。第二，依然知道用论据证明观点，但是例子和理由本身远不如5分以上的文章那么具有说服力，但是论据和观点是相关的。第三，已经开始没有焦点了，但是有足够的组织性。第四，对句子的多样性和用词已经没有过多的要求了，但是语言上要求合理清楚地表达。句子的结构和用词能力还是不错，但是开始犯一些影响文章意思清楚的错误了。缺乏一定的语言基础是中国考生的典型问题，也是GRE写作中很大的障碍，考生必须训练对句子的控制能力直到能够清楚表达自己的思想，这是写作的基本要求与能力。





	

3分和2.5分



	
注意，从这个档次的分数开始，只要满足四个要求中的任何一点就是该分数，而前面的分数档次都是要满足每个方面才能获得该档次的分数。3分和2.5分的文章尽管还是有一定的分析能力，但是至少以下某一个方面有问题：第一，不仅没有意识到问题的复杂性，而且无论是分析还是发展都很有限。第二，缺乏组织性。第三，缺乏对句子结构和语言运用的控制力，产生的错误经常会导致表达的模糊不清。





	

2分和1.5分



	
分析性写作出现严重缺陷，满足下面的至少一方面：第一，严重缺乏分析和发展。第二，缺乏组织性。第三，句子结构和语言运用产生严重和频繁的错误，并且错误经常会让意思表达不清楚。





	

1分和0.5分



	
基本没有能力进行分析性写作。第一，内容令人感到极其困惑，大部分和题目无关。第二，几乎没有发展。第三，极为严重和泛滥的错误，并且经常导致不连贯。





	

0分



	
分析性写作能力无法评价，因为这个档次的文章没有回应题目的任何部分，只是抄题，或者用外语写，或者产生乱码。





	

NS



	
空白卷面。














至于Issue和Argument的具体要求与ETS给出的评分范例，将在后面的章节中给出例证和具体解释。










第二章　分析性写作的方法与备考策略

第一节　什么是分析

分析就是将研究对象的整体分为各个部分、方面、因素和层次，并分别加以考查的认识活动，然后找出这些部分的本质属性和彼此之间的关系。跟“综合”相对，分析的意义在于深入地寻找一个事物的内因，能够解决问题的主线，并以此锻炼洞察力和解决问题的能力。分析方法作为一种科学的方法由笛卡尔引入，源于希腊词汇“分散”。分析方法认为任何一个研究对象都是由不同的部分组成的，是一种机制。各门学科都有自己特殊的分析方法，但是，各门学科的分析又有共性，包括定性分析、定量分析、因果分析、可逆分析、系统分析、文献分析、数据分析和比较分析等。

既然分析的过程就是要将对象进行解构，即拆解成一部分一部分的信息，那么我们就可以理解GRE考试所有的题目必然是一个比较复杂的问题，并且要求考生通过不同的角度、不同的层面和不同的方式把这个复杂的问题解构开来，然后逐一回答、解释和审查每一个部分，从而让这个复杂的问题变得明朗起来，让你的观点逐渐展现出来，并且用适当的证据来证明你的观点。

由此可见，GRE分析性写作考查的是面对一个复杂的问题，考生是否具有把这个问题按照一定的逻辑关系切割开来，并且能够逐一回答这一个一个的小问题的能力。中国学生在回答一个复杂问题的时候，最大的问题就在于习惯过于简化地回答问题，总想给出一个是非判断或者一个单一的答案。殊不知，你的答案本身没有分析这个问题的过程来得重要。举个简单的例子，题目要求你谈谈政府保护濒危动物的问题。很多人看到这道题目之后，可能会直接做出简单的回答，认为保护动物很重要，我们人类必须努力保护动物，只有这样我们的明天才会更好等等。其实这样的回答归纳起来就一点，即我们要保护濒危动物。然而，实际上这个问题极其复杂，我们应该从不同的层面提出不同的问题，然后一个一个来讨论。比如，濒危的原因有哪些？哪些是人为的，哪些不是人为的？不管是人为还是非人为的，人们是不是一定要为此付出代价保护这些动物？这些代价是什么，应该到什么程度？保护濒危动物的意义在哪里，难度在哪里，如何平衡这两个问题？到底谁来为这件事情负责任，国家还是机构，什么样的国家和机构？保护濒危动物会不会带来一些危害呢？这些危害是自然方面的，还是社会经济方面的呢？其实，还有许许多多诸如此类的问题，当你把这些问题都思考到位的时候，我们才能说，你明白了如何分析。

再来举一个例子吧：题目要求你谈谈国家应不应该保护那些古代建筑，还是用来做经济开发。很多同学在看到这道题目时，也会本能地把它简化为一个观点：政府要保护古代建筑，它代表我们灿烂的文化，破坏这些建筑就是破坏历史云云。其实，这也不是分析。请切记：一定要有解构的过程才叫分析，如果一开始就直接回答问题，而没有把这个问题进行解构就不叫分析。面对这道题目，我们一样应该考虑多个不同的方面：古代建筑有哪些种类，哪些应该保存，哪些可以毁掉？保存有什么价值，是经济方面的，还是文化历史或者其他方面的？如果要把它毁掉做经济开发，有什么好处，有什么前提条件，有没有什么代价，代价有多大，如何平衡利益和代价之间的关系？等等。回答了这些问题才能叫做分析。

总而言之，GRE分析性写作的核心要义就是做分析，而绝大多数考生都忽略了分析，而只是简单地陈述了自己的观点，这就解释了为什么大部分同学得分不理想。所以，考生在考场上一定要先思考，多角度地考虑这个问题的方方面面，然后再写文章，哪怕文章最后没有一个结论，只要有分析的过程，并且分析得很到位，还是比较容易得到高分的。

下面是一组练习，请对其进行解构，并感受一下什么是分析(有些是GRE考试的题目，有些是生活中我们常常遇到的一些基本问题。请注意，这些问题都没有答案，请不要寻找一个标准答案，并且很多问题在本书的后面部分还会进一步展开讨论)。




1. 政府的资金到底是应该支持艺术还是应该解决其他的社会问题?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. 科学技术的发展给我们的生活到底带来了利还是弊?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. 对于要出国的同学来说，到底应该先考托福还是先考GRE?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. 准备GRE分析性写作考试需要多长时间?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. 在对孩子教育的过程中，我们是否应该表扬其好的行为，忽略其不好的行为?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

第二节　GRE分析性写作的考查本质、误区与备考策略

GRE分析性写作考试分为两个部分，前面大家都已经了解了题目类型，即Analyze an issue任务和Analyze an argument任务。


1. GRE分析性写作的考查本质


Analyze an issue任务的本质是想考查考生未来到了北美研究生院是否能够顺利地写出一篇学术论文的能力。未来的学术论文所讨论的也是复杂的问题，所以研究生在面对论文课题时，首先要理解课题的主要目标，要学会调研历史上这个问题的所有重要发现、重要探索和重要成果，以及历史上这个问题研究的遗留问题与遗憾。在此之后，研究生需要找到自己对于这个问题的切入点，并且通过不同的方式对这个问题进行分割，然后各个击破，并且用大量的理论推导或者实验结果证实自己的观点或假说，最后得出新的进展。同样的，GRE的Analyze an issue任务也是要求考生面对一个有争议的陈述，并把其当做一个研究命题，然后用批判性的思维方式对其进行解构和提问，然后形成观点，继而证明自己的观点。所以从本质上而言，GRE的Analyze an issue任务本质上是考查学生是否具有写论文的能力。

而Analyze an argument任务是有一段推理过程，这个过程包括结论以及证明这个结论的证据和推理过程，考生需要去评价这个推理过程的合理性。这部分实际上是想考查学生判断评价别人推理的能力，也就是到了北美研究生院是否能够用一种批判性思考的角度审视别人论文的逻辑漏洞，想办法完善之，并能够用这样的方法看自己的论文，从而让自己的学术论文乃至研究方法都更有逻辑，更经得起推敲。比如，在Analyze an argument任务里你能够判断调查抽样不是随机的，这种分析的能力应用在你自己未来的研究中，就是你在设计调查的时候有能力考虑到随机客观因素，从而保障了研究的有效性。同样，如果在Analyze an argument任务中你能判断曾经发生的事情现在不是必然发生的，那么在做论文的时候，你将会有能力判断出时间这个概念对于我们认知事物会造成影响。如果能这样，那么GRE分析性写作考试的目的就达到了，通过写作考试的过程进行思维训练，从而让我们未来到北美研究生院能够有逻辑性地、全面地、有深度地分析学术研究的问题，让我们的研究方法变得更加缜密，让我们用更为科学和系统的方法，来保障研究的质量和有效性。





2. GRE分析性写作备考的常见误区


在备考GRE分析性写作的过程中，还有几个误区是考生经常容易走入的。在此提醒考生，请按照科学的方法备考，不要把时间和精力放在非重要部分，从而忽略了最重要的部分，也就是前面反复提及的分析性能力和批判性思考的能力。


误区一：依赖模板


第一个误区就是考生注重背诵各种模板，而忽略了具体的分析。什么是模板？所谓模板就是能适用于大部分题目的语言套路。尽管这些内容在文章中可以出现，但是如果只有这些内容而缺少具体的分析是不可能获得高分的。ETS的官员也明确表示，他们希望看到考生在考场上对于一个具体问题的分析，而不希望所有内容是事先背诵的。下面就是一个典型的模板：

"Nowadays, there is a controversial issue about whether ______. Depending on personal experiences, beliefs, and emotional concern, we may find that some people hold the opinion that ______, while others have an opposite attitude. To agree or disagree with it is a matter of balancing between its pros and cons, but if one has considered the following perspectives, he/she could only agree with the former/latter as I do.

Here I would explain a few of the most important reasons. The main reason is that ______. To illustrate this, there is an appropriate example that is very persuasive: ______. In short, even though there are many different views, concerning this topic, in my part, I still would like to say that ______.

Besides, the further reason/advantage that must be taken into consideration is that ______. An instance can give the details of this argument: ______. So, as far as I am concerned, ______ is a wise action.

Finally, as a proverb says, "Everything has two sides". Although I admit that there are a couple of advantages of ______, I still think that the disadvantages of it are more obvious. Such as ______, ______, and ______. This demonstrates that we have no complete evidence to suggest that BBB is always better than AAA.

If all the factors above are considered, we will find out that the advantages of AAA outweigh those of BBB. Therefore from what we have discussed, we may safely come to the conclusion that choosing AAA is a rather wise decision."

(以上模板是一个考生准备GRE分析性写作时所写的“框架”，以便在所有的Analyze an issue任务中套用，从而提高备考“效率”。)

这是一个典型的反面例子。首先，语言冗余。语言表达的原则是简洁，能用少量词句表达的内容如果用大量冗余的词句表达是低效的体现。其次，这篇模板文章中没有任何分析，所以根本无法展示考生对这个问题复杂性的探讨和分析。举一个前面提到过的例子，比如政府保护濒临灭绝的动物。如果按照这个“模板”来写，文章就会变为：

“目前存在一个有争议的问题，那就是我们是否应该用政府资源保护濒临灭绝的动物。根据个人的经历、信仰和情感关注点，我们会发现有些人认为政府应该花钱去保护濒临灭绝的动物，然而有另外一些人持反对意见。是否同意这种观点是基于对这个问题优缺点平衡的考虑，但是如果能够考虑到下面几点，我只会认同前者。

在此，我想说一下几个非常重要的原因。最主要的原因是政府保护动物可以保护物种的多样性。为了证明这一点，有一个合适的例子非常有说服力：人就是生物链上的一个部分，生物多样性的减少必然对我们的生活和生存造成影响。简而言之，虽然有许多和我相反的观点，但是谈到这个问题，在我看来，政府还是应该花钱去保护濒临灭绝的动物。




……”

翻译成中文更有利于看清其中的问题，首先不谈“废话连篇”这一点，仅是对一个点的分析也根本无法深入其中，而且有时候甚至还会限制考生的思维和发展的能力。比起本书前面作者分析的“濒危的原因有哪些?

哪些是人为的，哪些不是人为的？不管是人为还是非人为的，人们是不是一定要为此付出代价保护这些动物?

这些代价是什么，应该到什么程度？保护濒危动物的意义在哪里，难度在哪里，如何平衡这两个问题？到底谁来为这件事情负责任，国家还是机构，什么样的国家和机构？保护濒危动物会不会带来一些危害呢？是自然方面的，还是社会经济方面的呢？”，你就会明白这样的模板有多么肤浅。同时，ETS的批判性思考和分析性能力也根本无法从考生的文章中得以体现。是的，准备过程变得轻松愉快，那么低分(绝大部分中国考生分析性写作的成绩为3或3.5分)将成为依靠几个模板在考场上随便写一些句子的轻松愉快的代价。甚至GRE的分析性写作部分没有对结构、段落数量等有任何限制。ETS明确规定，不对考生做任何形式上的规定，段落数量、例子多少、什么结构都由考生自己决定，只要能够很好地展示自己的观点和论证，并且在这个过程中体现考生的分析能力即可。


误区二：死背例子


第二个误区就是把所有的精力都放在背诵例子上面，而忽略了对例子的分析和思考。请再次务必切记：

GRE考试不关注你到底有多少历史、科学、艺术方面的知识(尽管一定量的知识或者常识对于分析问题是必要的)，重要的是对这些问题的分析。虽然《GRE考试官方指南》中不断强调这个问题，但是很多考生还是把所有的备考时间都花在背诵各种各样的名人名言、名人事迹和许多各个领域的知识上面了。的确，我们需要掌握一些这样的知识，但是我们从中学到大学通识课程中的物理、化学、哲学、生物、历史和地理中，以及我们曾经的课外读物中的知识或者常识已经足够用来分析GRE的问题了，而且我们日常生活中也有一些经历，用它们来分析GRE分析性写作题目还是足够的。关键在于，永远不要以为一个例子或者一个事件就足以说明一个问题，一个例子到底说明什么推理、说明什么观点，是需要考生对这个例子进行不断解释的。同样一个事件，从不同的角度看可以有不同的观点，所以很多考生在考场上写出一个观点，然后在后面加上一个例子，以为就有说服力了，事实上很多时候这个例子和观点之间缺乏必然的关系。比如有人想到凯库勒在做梦的时候发现了苯的结构这个例子，这个例子能说明非常多不同的观点，而它本身是不能证明任何问题的。所以，考生不要把所有的备考任务放在准备素材上，这只是第一步，也是最简单的一步，甚至是不那么重要的一步，重要的是如何形成观点，并且证明这些观点，例子只是辅助论证过程的。没有了论证，例子就没有丝毫的力量。


误区三：不会列提纲


第三个常见的误区就是不愿意自己思考问题，只是采用别人就题库题目所列的提纲，很多时候提纲都很简短，比如：

“题目：Education will be truly effective only when it is specifically designed to meet the individual needs and interests of each student."

提纲：• 从教育的目的来讨论，兴趣对教育的重要性;

　　　• 学校必须努力发现并培养学生的兴趣。

　　　• 但是，鼓励兴趣的培养不等于学校必须根据每个学生的兴趣来进行教育。

这是一位考生准备GRE分析性写作时所列的提纲。




这个提纲的问题很多。首先是太简单了，没有深入的思考，更没有发展的策略和方法，所以依靠这个提纲是不能完成全篇写作的。企图就写这几个句子，然后在每个句子后面写一些类似的话来填充文章，这个方法听上去很方便，但是缺乏分析和细节的深入，还有复杂性的考虑，同样也会让考试获得低分。科学的提纲在备考过程中非常重要，笔者在此建议所有要参加GRE考试的考生在进入考场之前能够把官方题库的题目(下一章会罗列出来)都列一遍提纲，而且所列提纲都是很科学的，在后面的章节中我们会专门讨论到底如何写出一个科学的提纲。一个科学的提纲仿佛是一个很好的骨架，写文章直接把这个骨架丰富一下就能形成一篇文章，而不再需要中间做更多逻辑上的考虑，因为提纲本身就应当包含所有的思考过程。所以提纲不仅仅是提纲，而是写作者在写文章之前所有的思维过程的脉络呈现。


误区四：误用长句


第四个常见的误区就是经常用一些复杂嗦的语言，如上面所提到的模板一样。ETS非常关注考生语言表达的有效性，所以简洁是非常关键的一个考虑因素。我们来看看刚才那个“模板”第一段的语言吧：

“Nowadays, there is a controversial issue about whether ______. Depending on personal experiences, beliefs, and emotional concern (这是废话，所有的issue都会基于个人观点，这是所有人都知道的), we may find that some people hold the opinion that ______, while others have an opposite attitude (其实这也是废话，因为几乎所有的issue都是有争议的). To agree or disagree with it is a matter of balancing between its pros and cons, but if one has considered the following perspectives (这还是废话，所有观点的形成都一定会基于对优缺点的考虑), he/she could only agree with the former/latter as I do.”

这段话文字很多，却没有传递任何有意义的信息。其实这段话用一句话表达就可以了：in my view..., 这句话就可说清楚自己的观点。很多人误以为诸如这段话之类的文字会显示自己的句子构造能力很强，或者认为这样会让考官觉得自己的文字多，但是这些都没有展现你任何的思考和分析能力，相反这正好体现了考生语言上的无能—— 嗦无效且没有传递任何有效信息。


3. 科学的备考方法


如何备考GRE考试呢？首先，考生必须了解考试的要求，掌握考试的思维方法，毕竟GRE考试注重考查批判性和分析性的能力，而这些能力在本书后面的章节中会帮助考生训练。其次，考试要会控制时间。GRE分析性写作两个部分的考试时间都是30分钟，一般而言，我们应该花5分钟左右的时间思考和写提纲，毕竟思考比后面的写作更重要，如果没有思考清楚贸然写作，会面临着逻辑不清、论证不足、后面写不下去或者写下去但是文章质量欠佳的局面，所以花5分钟左右的时间思考是非常有必要的。另外花22-23分钟时间完成整篇文章的写作。最后务必记住，花2-3分钟时间检查一下文章有没有错误，尤其是一些基本的语言表达和语法问题，尽管语法和拼写不是GRE写作的重点，但是这些错误多了必然会影响到意思的传递。请不要把最后的几分钟花在无意义的算字数上面，因为字数的多少不会决定你的分数，事实上，如果考生能够把思考过程都发展出来了，字数一般也不会少，ETS在其官方指南中没有对字数做任何规定，也没有倾向让考生多些或者少些字数(这不同于TOEFL考试明确的字数规定)。但是，最后花两三分钟去检查一下自己的表达是否清晰，让阅卷者能够明白自己要表达的意思还是非常重要的。

另外，准备GRE分析性写作还要有系统的备考方法。首先，按照本书对官方指南的解读深入理解GRE分析性写作考查的宗旨，理解考生的要求与原理。第二，避免本书提到的误区，按照本书的分析思考和论证方法训练，而不是在考场上写一些没有意义的句子。第三，多读优秀的GRE分析性写作范文，足够的输入才能保证优秀的输出。但是有一点，不是没有任何目的的大量阅读，更多的是要学会思考，本书将会告诉你学习范文的思路和技巧。如果你还能够还原作者写作之前的思考过程，那就会更好了。第四，一定要接受我在前面所说的建议，按照本书教你的方法写官方公布的题库题目的提纲，并且不止写一次，要不断修改，不断和自己的同学和老师交流你的观点和论证。第五，多写文章，多修改。最后，扩充自己的知识面会对GRE分析性写作获得绝对性的胜利有很大的帮助，可以读一些思维方法和逻辑方面的书籍，也可以读一些自然科学和社会科学常识或观点的文章，这将让你的分数不仅仅是合格，甚至会脱颖而出。但是正如ETS所言，这种阅读是广泛的，而不是为了应付考试，笔者尽量避免在这里推荐这些书籍，因为你读任何书籍都会对GRE分析性写作有所帮助，关键是你在阅读过程中是否有兴趣。












第三章　Analyze an Issue任务的备考方法

Analyze an issue任务是GRE分析性写作的第一个任务，也是中国学生感觉最为困难的一个部分。在上一章已经讨论到了中国考生准备issue部分最为常见的误区，那么到底该如何准备Analyze an issue任务呢?最佳方法是深入理解ETS对于这个部分的要求、解题方法、范文和评分标准。毕竟，官方指南是最为科学可靠、最能体现GRE分析性写作要求的素材。所以本章重点讨论issue的题目和具体性指令、备考方法、issue的分析性能力剖析，以及官方范文和评分标准。

第一节　理解Analyze an Issue和具体性指令

在第一章，我们已经介绍了Analyze an issue任务的形式，也就是两个部分构成，一句issue——这句issue是就一个所有考生都会感兴趣的话题范围所作出的一个有争议的评述或论断，然后在后面紧跟一个具体性指令。

在这一题型中，重点考查的不仅仅是考生的英文写作水平，更为重要的是考查考生是否能根据具体指令就一个话题进行批判性思考。因为ETS明确指出，任何一道issue都是可以从多个角度思考或者能够运用于多种不同的场合。所以要求考生多角度、多层面地分析一个问题，探索一个问题的本质原因，然后组织一个有逻辑的观点，并且运用学术英语的论证手段有效证明自己的观点。在拿到考试题目以后，考生要认真读题目和具体性指令，有时候要反复读题目。注意，千万不要以为读一次就能读懂issue的含义，也千万不要急于马上得出一个结论和答案，因为任何一个issue本身都有相当复杂的层面，所以在这里我们特意强调，一旦拿到题目，要从多个不同的角度和观点去思考，充分分析和认识到这个题目的复杂性，然后再列出提纲，包括主要的观点和重要的论据，然后再写出文章。而ETS也非常明确地指出，在这个部分的评分过程中，你的立场是什么根本不是重点，所以你可以完全同意、完全反对、部分同意或者部分反对、在某些情形下同意或者在某些情形下反对等等，关注在证明你观点的过程中所展现出的你的分析性能力和批判性思考才是最为关键的。

和上一代GRE考试最大的区别在于，新的GRE考试分析性写作部分加入了具体性指令，也就是要求考生必须在该指令下回答问题，如果不按照这个要求回答问题，最高得分将不超过4分。所有的issue题目一共有六个具体性指令(specific instructions)，下面来分别解释一下：


1. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


写一篇文章，在这篇文章中讨论一下你在什么样的程度上同意或者不同意这个陈述，并且解释你所采取的立场的推理。在发展和支持你的立场的过程中，你应该考虑这个陈述合理或者不合理的方面，并且解释这些考虑如何影响你的立场。

很多考生在写文章的时候，只是简单地说自己同意或者反对这个观点，但是我们认为，这样的回答太简化这个问题了，因为issue的复杂让我们很难只是简单地同意或反对，所以这个具体性指令就明确提出了，同意只是在某一个具体方面同意，反对也是在某一个具体方面反对，我们需要考虑得更细一点，这就是所谓的分析性写作，要把一个抽象的问题解构得更为具体，然后对这样的具体问题进行评价。

下面举一个具体的例子：

The luxuries and conveniences of contemporary life prevent people from developing into truly strong and independent individuals.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


2.Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.




写一篇文章，在这篇文章中讨论一下你在什么程度上同意或者反对这个推荐，并且解释你采取的立场的推理。在发展和支持你立场的过程中，描述一下你认为这个推荐有益或者无益的具体条件，并且解释这些例子如何影响你的立场。

同样，这也是为了防止考生在拿到题目的时候做过于简化的处理，所以明确要求考生，不能只是简单地认为对或错，因为这个问题是如此的复杂以至于不能用这种非此即彼的回答作出粗略的判断。必须要求考生说出这个观点正确或不正确的具体情况和条件，言外之意，就是要求考生将这个问题做分类讨论。分类讨论的方法既可以是把这个推荐运用于不同的条件与范围，也可以就不同的领域来思考这个issue。

下面举一个具体的例子：

Governments should not fund any scientific research whose consequences are unclear.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


3.Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


写一篇文章，在这篇文章中讨论一下你在什么样的程度上同意或者反对这个观点，在发展和支持你观点的过程中，请一定要解决那些可以用来反驳你观点的最有说服力的理由和例子。

这是个非常重要的具体指令，也就是不仅仅要说明和证明自己的观点，更重要的是，必须要想到别人可能用什么例子和理由反驳你的观点，当你不断考虑到这些问题的时候，也就意味着你开始学会考虑到一个问题的复杂性，并且开始学会有逻辑地、缜密地思考一个问题了。这个思维方法是写论文的时候重要的考虑方面，很多学术论文在完成自己的实验分析和理论论证之后，都会提到别人会考虑到的漏洞，论文作者要么承认这个实验的缺陷，要么用更多的证据去证明这种怀疑其实本身是不合理的或者和作者的分析并不矛盾。所以ETS明确提出这一点，也是希望考生能够在GRE考试过程中更多考虑到问题的复杂性，培养更加缜密的逻辑思考能力，为未来在北美研究生院的研究和写论文提供很好的写作基础。

下面来看一个具体的例子：

Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is an expert in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


4. Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.




写一篇文章，在这篇文章中你讨论哪个观点和你的立场最为接近，并且解释你采取的立场的理由。在发展和支持你观点的过程中，你必须考虑双方观点。




这是一个全新的GRE分析性写作题目，也就是题干中提出两方观点，一方持有一个观点，另一方持另外一个观点。但是要注意的是，这两个观点不一定是互斥的或者矛盾的，当然也有可能是矛盾的，考生要充分分析这两个观点的关系。然后讨论你更加同意哪个观点，但是非常重要的是，不能简单地同意并支持一方的观点,必须考虑到另外一部分人的观点。原因非常简单，因为只是考虑一方的观点必然会考虑不到或者考虑不充分其复杂性，ETS给我们另一个观点，其最根本的目的是帮助考生考虑到这个问题的复杂性，从而作出深刻的思考。所以我们要再次强调，ETS并不是通过具体性指令去约束考生，而是想去帮助考生减少思考的时间，毕竟考试的时间由45分钟变成了30分钟。

下面来看一个具体的例子：

Some people believe that in order to thrive, a society must put its own overall success before the well-being of its individual citizens. Others believe that the well-being of a society can only be measured by the general welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.


5. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.




写一篇文章，在这篇文章中讨论一下你在什么样的程度上同意或者不同意这个观点以及证明这个观点的理由。

这也是新的GRE考试加入的一个全新的题型。Issue部分由两个部分构成，一部分叫做claim, 也就是一个观点，另一部分是一个reason, 也就是证明这个claim的理由，要你分别讨论你是否同意这个观点，并且问你是否同意证明这个观点的理由。其实很多这种题目是由老GRE考试中的题目改编过来的，把因果关系拆开了，更为明确地告诉了考生两者间的因果关系，并且必须分开讨论两者。

下面举一个具体的例子：

Claim: The surest indicator of a great nation is not the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists. Reason: The surest indicator of a great nation is actually the welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


6.Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.




写一篇文章，在这篇文章中讨论你对这个政策的观点，并且解释你采取这个立场的推理。在发展和支持你立场的过程中，你应该考虑到执行这个政策之后所产生的可能结果，并且解释这些结果如何影响你的观点。

这样的issue题目中，题干往往是一个政策或者建议，ETS希望考生不只是简单地说同意或者不同意、这个政策是好还是不好，这种回答都太泛泛而谈了。考生必须要考虑这个政策执行后所产生的所有结果，因为好的结果往往会让执行这个政策更有说服力，不好的结果往往会让人们认为执行这个政策是不值得的。但是这个具体性指令也并不是限制而是帮助我们更深入地思考问题，对一个政策或建议的支持必然都是需要提出结果的。比如，政府有一个政策是建议在一个街区建立一个工厂，如果你支持，你必须提出建这样的工厂可能导致就业率的提高、税收的增加，而这样好的结果会让你支持这个观点；相反，如果你要反对这个观点，你也要提出建立工厂可能产生污染，而这样的结果必然会有效削弱这个建议。




下面举一个具体的例子：

Educational institutions should dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are

unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

以上六个具体性指令是在考场上我们会遇到的issue的写作要求，总结起来就是：同意或反对的方式、同意或反对的具体条件、政策的可能结果、反例、两方观点和观点理由。其实，这六个具体性指令并不是互斥的，也就是在一个具体性指令中也会需要论证其他指令的方法，只是重点不同。如果在考场上遇到两方观点或者观点理由，那么就分开做讨论；如果遇到方式或者具体条件，一般要做具体化分类讨论；如果遇到政策，如刚才所言，必然需要对结果进行分析；最后，如果遇到反例，在说出自己的观点和论证的时候，就要去考虑别人怎么反驳。其实，即便题目的具体性指令中没有要求你提出可以反驳你的观点，有时候能考虑一下这一点也有助于你进行更为深刻的思考。仔细思考和分析这几个指令，其动机和目的都是一样的，就是告诉你，别太单一地考虑问虑，考虑多一些、深入一些。要考虑一下另一方的观点，要考虑一下结果，要考虑一下别人的反例，要考虑一下具体情况，要考虑一下持有此观点的理由，都是让你不要单一地考虑问题，而是从不同的维度考虑，这才能满足“分析性、批判性思考”的要求。

但是，有一个很重要的要点要提出来，那就是考试的时候，考生一定要看清楚具体性指令，因为可能存在一种情况，就是同样的issue后面会有不同的具体性指令。下面举例说明一下，题号为官方题库序号：


4
 Scandals are useful because they focus our attention on problems in ways that no speaker or reformer ever could.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


44
 Claim: It is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero. Reason: The reputation of anyone who is subjected to media scrutiny will eventually be diminished.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


75
 In this age of intensive media coverage, it is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


84
 It is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

再比如以下六道题，题干极其相似，但是有着不同的具体性指令，本质上思考过程其实是一样的，但是不同的题干要求我们作出侧重点不同的回答：


28
 The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


113
 Claim: The surest indicator of a great nation is not the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists. Reason: The surest indicator of a great nation is actually the welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


120
 Claim: The surest indicator of a great nation must be the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists. Reason: Great achievements by a nation's rulers, artists, or scientists will ensure a good life for the majority of that nation's people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


121
 Some people claim that you can tell whether a nation is great by looking at the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists. Others argue that the surest indicator of a great nation is, in fact, the general welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.


127
 The surest indicator of a great nation is not the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but the general well-being of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


145
 The general welfare of a nation's people is a better indication of that nation's greatness than are the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

第二节　如何备考GRE分析性写作Issue部分

首先，我们必须了解GRE分析性写作的目的和阅读对象。我们必须在大脑中有一个非常清晰的概念，那就是新GRE的分析性写作训练的是批判性思考的能力，其表层目的是考查考生是否能够对一个issue进行评价，并且跟学术读者进行有效的交流；但是从深层次来说，其实分析性写作是考查学生是否有写学术论文的能力，考试给出一个有争议的问题，类似一个研究论题，并且深入剖析这个论题，在从多层面、多角度深入地考虑完这个论题之后，形成自己的论点，然后用论据证明自己的观点，从而让读者接受这个观点。

其次，我们必须了解我们应如何获得分析性写作所需要的能力。ETS认为，GRE分析性写作所需要的分析性能力和批判性思考能力是考生从接受的所有教育中获得的，不是在某一个时间段学到的知识。所以ETS认为，考生不需要再专门做训练。但是有一个矛盾就是，尽管我们认为中国有比较好的基础教育，但是在我们接受的所有教育中，都缺乏批判性思考和分析性能力的训练，这导致很多中国考生在无意识地简化问题，作出简单的价值判断，这也是中国考生获得低分的一个非常重要的原因。所以在本书后面的章节中，我们要把注意力聚焦在中国考生比较欠缺的部分，也就是要介绍学术英语写作的基础、批判性思考的方法、分析性写作的方法，因为ETS在很多场合下都明确提出，这是GRE分析性写作最为重要的内容，所以大量背诵范文、记忆模板、背诵例子都没有达到这个要求，这也就解释了为什么考生很多时间和很多精力的付出换来的还是大量的3分或者3.5分。




再次，我们也不得不提出，除了我们讨论的写作方法和思考方法之外，还有很多基础的东西也是考生必须积累的。GRE考试假设所有的考生都接受了正规的美国本科教育，而我们国家本科的通识教育很少在课堂上做批判性的探讨，通常是以教授讲课的教学模式为主，并且很少写论文，即便是写论文也没有严格按照学术英语写作的逻辑和形式写，所以，我们要达到美国学生的平均思考和写作水平，还是需要做很多基本功的训练的。阅读大量的书籍，提高自己的思考能力是非常有必要的，有时候，多和同学、朋友或者老师讨论一下issue中的问题也是提高自己对一个问题深入分析的重要方法，尤其是那些非常有批判性思考能力的人——教授哲学的老师和学习哲学的同学，和他们的交流会给你带来许多意想不到的结果。我们在有效地准备GRE考试的同时，有时候一些非功利的工作不仅能够真正提高你的GRE分析性写作的能力，更重要的是会让你更加适应北美研究生院的学术生活，别忘了学习GRE考试的根本目的不仅仅是通过一个考试，而是真正把自己锻炼成一个有独立思考和分析能力的人。

最后，我们需要对GRE分析性写作的题目作出充分的准备。因为所有GRE分析性写作issue的题目都在其官方网站http://www.ets.org/gre/revised/awtopics上，一共有149道issue题目和174道argument题目。每道题目必须在考试前做好准备，当然并不是每一道题目都要完整写出来，但是都要作充分的准备，包括理解题目、对题目做分析和写提纲。你要想清楚自己有什么样的观点，以及能够支持观点的例子和理由。这些东西可以来自你认识的人、你读过的书、你所学习过的知识或者你知道的事件。现在你不必担心如何写提纲和如何思考，在后面issue的分析部分，本书会给出范例。但是最后必须写出一定量的文章，并且要训练30分钟限时写作，只有这样才能适应考试时的压力写作。仔细思考每一个具体的题目：

This page contains the Issue topics for the Analytical Writing section of the GRE®
 revised General Test. When you take the test, you will be presented with one Issue topic from this pool.

Each Issue topic consists of an issue statement or statements followed by specific task instructions that tell you how to respond to the issue. The wording of some topics in the test might vary slightly from what is presented here. Also, because there may be multiple versions of some topics with similar or identical wording but with different task instructions, it is very important to read your test topic and its specific task directions carefully and respond to the wording as it appears in the actual test.

这里完整再现了ETS公布的GRE写作题目。为了让考生更好地理解GRE的issue, 这里对其进行了中文翻译。但必须注意的是，中英文的区别导致很多时候中文翻译与英语原文之间产生细微差异，所以考生只能把中文翻译作为一个参考，阅读本书时必须中英文对照才能理解ETS题目的全貌。在本书后面的部分，我们会把相似或者相同的试题进行归并，以减少考生备考的时间，提高效率。


1.
 As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for themselves will surely deteriorate.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

随着人们越来越依赖技术去解决问题，人类独立思考的能力必然会退化。


2.
 To understand the most important characteristics of a society, one must study its major cities.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

要想了解一个社会最重要的特征，人们必须研究这个社会的主要城市。


3.
 Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

教育机构有责任劝阻学生不要从事他们不太可能成功的研究领域。


4.
 Scandals are useful because they focus our attention on problems in ways that no speaker or reformer ever could.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

丑闻是有裨益的，因为它们让人们用一种任何演说家和改革家都无法做到的方式注意到一些问题。


5.
 Claim: Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support they need in order to thrive.

Reason: It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and generated. Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：政府必须保证其主要城市获得它们需要的财政支持，以保证其繁荣发展。

原因：一个国家的文化传统主要是在城市中得以保存和传承。


6.
 A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

在进入大学以前，国家应该要求所有的学生学习统一的国家标准课程。


7.
 Some people believe that government funding of the arts is necessary to ensure that the arts can flourish and be available to all people. Others believe that government funding of the arts threatens the integrity of the arts.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为政府对艺术的资助对于艺术的繁荣发展以及让所有人享受到艺术是有必要的；也有人认为政府对艺术的资助会威胁到艺术的完整性。


8.
 Claim: In any field—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step down after five years.




Reason: The surest path to success for any enterprise is revitalization through new leadership.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：在任何领域(如商业、政治、教育、政府)，掌权者都应该在五年任期后退位。

原因：对于任何事业而言，最可靠的成功途径是通过新的领导阶层带来革新。


9.
 In any field of endeavor, it is impossible to make a significant contribution without first being strongly influenced by past achievements within that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

任何领域的努力，如果不首先受到该领域中过去成就的强烈影响，就不可能会有意义重大的贡献。


10.
 Nations should pass laws to preserve any remaining wilderness areas in their natural state, even if these areas could be developed for economic gain.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

国家应该立法保护现存荒地的原始状态，即便这些地区可以在开发过程中获得经济回报。


11.
 People's behavior is largely determined by forces not of their own making.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

人们的行为很大程度上取决于外力。


12.
 Governments should offer a free university education to any student who has been admitted to a university but who cannot afford the tuition.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

对任何被大学录取但无法承担学费的学生，政府应该为他们提供免费的大学教育。


13.
 Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

大学应该要求每个学生选修自己专业以外的多种学科。


14.
 A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.




在进入大学以前，国家应该要求所有的学生学习全国统一的课程。


15.
 Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study that will prepare them for lucrative careers.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

教育机构应该积极鼓励学生选择那些将来能获得高收入工作的研究领域。


16.
 Some people believe that in order to be effective, political leaders must yield to public opinion and abandon principle for the sake of compromise. Others believe that the most essential quality of an effective leader is the ability to remain consistently committed to particular principles and objectives.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，为了保证效力，政治领袖一定要屈从于民众意见，为妥协而放弃原则；也有人认为，有效力的领导者一定具备持续坚定自己特定原则和目标的最基本素质。


17.
 Formal education tends to restrain our minds and spirits rather than set them free.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

正规教育往往遏制而不是解放我们的思维和精神。


18.
 The well-being of a society is enhanced when many of its people question authority.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

当很多人都质疑权威时，社会才会繁荣昌盛。


19.
 Governments should focus on solving the immediate problems of today rather than on trying to solve the anticipated problems of the future.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

政府应该把更多的精力放在解决当务之急上，而不是试图解决未来预期的问题。


20.
 Some people believe that college students should consider only their own talents and interests when choosing a field of study. Others believe that college students should base their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.




有些人认为大学生应该仅仅根据自己的才能和兴趣选择研究领域；也有人认为大学生应该选择那些容易找到工作的研究领域。


21.
 Laws should be flexible enough to take account of various circumstances, times, and places.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

法律应该足够灵活，应考虑到不同的环境、时期和地点。


22.
 Claim: The best way to understand the character of a society is to examine the character of the men and women that the society chooses as its heroes or its role models.

Reason: Heroes and role models reveal a society's highest ideals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：了解一个社会特点的最好方法是考查这个社会标榜的英雄人物和模范榜样的特点。原因：英雄人物和模范榜样揭示了一个社会的最高理念。


23.
 Governments should place few, if any, restrictions on scientific research and development.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

政府应该尽量不去限制科学研究和发展。


24.
 The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

教育的最佳方式是赞扬积极的行为，忽视消极的行为。


25.
 Governments should offer college and university education free of charge to all students.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

政府应该为所有的学生提供免费的大学教育。


26.
 The luxuries and conveniences of contemporary life prevent people from developing into truly strong and independent individuals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

现代生活的奢华和便利让人们无法成为真正强大、独立的个体。


27.
 In any field of inquiry, the beginner is more likely than the expert to make important contributions.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在所有的研究领域中，新手要比专家更有可能作出重要的贡献。


28.
 The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

一个伟大国家最可靠的标志不是体现在统治者、艺术家或科学家的成就上，而是体现在国民的普遍安乐上。


29.
 The best way to teach—whether as an educator, employer, or parent—is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

无论是教育工作者、雇主，还是父母，教育的最佳方法是赞扬积极的行为，忽视消极的行为。


30.
 Teachers' salaries should be based on their students' academic performance.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

教师的薪水应该基于学生的学业成绩。


31.
 Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those species is the result of human activities.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

只有当一些物种有潜在的灭绝的危险是因为人类活动而导致的时候，社会才应该努力拯救这些濒危物种。


32.
 College students should base their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

大学生应该选择那些更容易找到工作的研究领域。


33.
 As we acquire more knowledge, things do not become more comprehensible, but more complex and mysterious.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




当我们获得越来越多的知识时，事情非但没有变得更加让人容易理解，反而更加复杂和神秘。


34.
 In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have contrasting points of view.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在任何情况下，持有不同意见的人之间的讨论会促进进步。


35.
 Educational institutions should dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

教育机构应该劝阻学生不要从事不太可能成功的研究领域。


36.
 Governments should not fund any scientific research whose consequences are unclear.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

政府不应该资助任何结果不明的科学研究。


37.
 Society should identify those children who have special talents and provide training for them at an early age to develop their talents.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or wouldnot be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

社会应该甄别那些有特殊才华的孩子，并且在他们年幼的时候就开始提供训练来培养他们的这些才华。


38.
 It is primarily through our identification with social groups that we define ourselves.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

我们主要通过认同社会群体来定位自己。


39.
 College students should be encouraged to pursue subjects that interest them rather than the courses that seem most likely to lead to jobs.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.




大学应该鼓励学生选择自己感兴趣的课程，而不是那些看上去最容易找到工作的课程。


40.
 Claim: When planning courses, educators should take into account the interests and suggestions of their students.

Reason: Students are more motivated to learn when they are interested in what they are studying.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：在安排教学课程时，教育工作者应该考虑学生的兴趣和建议。

原因：当学生对所学的内容感兴趣时，他们的学习动力会更强。


41.
 The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by their contemporaries.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

个人的伟大是由后人评判的，而不是由同时代的人来评判。


42.
 Students should always question what they are taught instead of accepting it passively.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

学生应该总是质疑所学的知识，而不是被动地接受。


43.
 The increasingly rapid pace of life today causes more problems than it solves.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

如今节奏日益加快的生活能够解决的问题远不及带来的麻烦多。


44.
 Claim: It is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero.

Reason: The reputation of anyone who is subjected to media scrutiny will eventually be diminished.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：当今任何社会已经不再可能将任何在世的人标榜为英雄人物了。

原因：任何人只要遭受媒体的监察，最终都会名声受损。


45.
 Competition for high grades seriously limits the quality of learning at all levels of education.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to whi ch you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




追求高分数严重地限制各阶段教育的学习质量。


46.
 Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would

not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

大学应该要求每个学生选修自己专业以外的多种学科。


47.
 Educators should find out what students want included in the curriculum and then offer it to them.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

教育工作者应该发掘学生对课程的需求，并满足他们。


48.
 Educators should teach facts only after their students have studied the ideas, trends, and concepts that help explain those facts.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

教育工作者应该在学生学完有助于解释事实的理念、趋势和概念后，再教授学生这些事实。


49.
 Claim: We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from those whose views contradict our own.

Reason: Disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：相比意见不同的人来说，通常我们从意见相同的人那里学到的更多。

原因：意见不统一会导致压力，阻碍学习。


50.
 Government officials should rely on their own judgment rather than unquestioningly carry out the will of the people they serve.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

政府官员应该依靠自己的判断，而不是不假思索地遵从他们所服务的大众的意愿。


51.
 Young people should be encouraged to pursue long-term, realistic goals rather than seek immediate fame and recognition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.




应该鼓励年轻人追寻长期的、现实的目标，而不是寻求短期的名声与认可。


52.
 The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

教育的最佳方式是赞扬积极的行为，忽视消极的行为。


53.
 If a goal is worthy, then any means taken to attain it are justifiable.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

只要目标有价值，那么任何达到这个目标的方式都是合理的。


54.
 In order to become well-rounded individuals, all college students should be required to take courses in

which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types of imaginative literature.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

为了成为全面发展的个体，应该要求所有的大学生选择可以阅读诗歌、小说、神话等激发想象力的文学的课程。


55.
 In order for any work of art—for example, a film, a novel, a poem, or a song—to have merit, it must be understandable to most people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

为了有其存在价值，任何艺术作品(例如，电影、小说、诗歌或者歌曲)都必须为大多数人所理解。


56.
 Many important discoveries or creations are accidental: it is usually while seeking the answer to one question that we come across the answer to another.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and

explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

很多重要的发现或创造都是偶然的：人们为一个问题寻求答案时，通常会偶然获得另一个问题的答案。


57.
 The main benefit of the study of history is to dispel the illusion that people living now are significantly different from people who lived in earlier times.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

研究历史的主要好处在于打破了这样的幻想：现代人和历史上的人有很大不同。


58.
 Learning is primarily a matter of personal discipline; students cannot be motivated by school or college alone.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

从根本上讲，学习是个人行为；学生不能单方面靠学校激励。


59.
 Scientists and other researchers should focus their research on areas that are likely to benefit the greatest number of people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

科学家和其他科研人员应该主要研究更可能造福大众的领域。


60.
 Politicians should pursue common ground and reasonable consensus rather than elusive ideals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

政治家应该寻求共同点和合理的共识，而不是虚无缥缈的理想。


61.
 People should undertake risky action only after they have carefully considered its consequences.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

人们应该只有在认真地考虑后果之后再去做冒险的活动。


62.
 Leaders are created by the demands that are placed on them.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

领导者主要是由于对他们的需要所造就的。


63.
 There is little justification for society to make extraordinary efforts—especially at a great cost in money and jobs—to save endangered animal or plant species.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




对于社会而言，付出巨大的努力拯救濒危的动植物是不合理的，尤其是在要花费大量的财力和人力的时候。


64.
 The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only tools of human minds.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations

shape your position.

人类智慧永远都优于机器，因为机器只是人脑的工具。


65.
 Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and resist unjust laws.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

每个社会成员都有责任遵守公正的法律，违抗不公平的法律。


66.
 People who are the most deeply committed to an idea or policy are also the most critical of it.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

对于一种理念或者政策最忠实的人往往是那些对其最具有批判性的人。


67.
 Some people believe that society should try to save every plant and animal species, despite the expense to humans in effort, time, and financial well-being. Others believe that society need not make extraordinary efforts, especially at a great cost in money and jobs, to save endangered species.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，社会应该努力拯救每一种濒危的动物和植物，尽管花费人类的精力、时间和资金；也有人认为，社会没有必要付出大量的努力，特别是需要花费大量的财力和人力去拯救这些濒危的物种的时候。


68.
 Some people believe that the purpose of education is to free the mind and the spirit. Others believe that formal education tends to restrain our minds and spirits rather than set them free.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为教育的目的是解放思维和精神；也有人认为正规教育往往遏制了学生的思维和精神，而不是解放了它们。


69.
 Some people believe it is often necessary, even desirable, for political leaders to withhold information from the public. Others believe that the public has a right to be fully informed.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.




有些人认为政治领袖向大众隐瞒信息是有必要的，甚至是有益的；也有人认为公众享有完全知情权。


70.
 Claim: Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student's major field of study.

Reason: Acquiring knowledge of various academic disciplines is the best way to become truly educated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：大学应该要求每个学生选修自己专业以外的多种学科。

原因：接受真正教育的最佳途径是获得多种学科的知识。


71.
 Young people should be encouraged to pursue long-term, realistic goals rather than seek immediate fame and recognition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

应该鼓励年轻人追寻长期的、现实的目标，而不是寻求短期的名声与认可。


72.
 Governments should not fund any scientific research whose consequences are unclear.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

政府不应该资助任何结果不明的科学研究。


73.
 Colleges and universities should require all faculty to spend time working outside the academic world in professions relevant to the courses they teach.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

学院和大学应该要求所有的教员花时间参与学术界以外与他们所教授科目相关的工作。


74.
 Knowing about the past cannot help people to make important decisions today.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

了解过去并不能帮助人们在当下作出重要的决定。


75.
 In this age of intensive media coverage, it is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




在这个媒体无孔不入的时代，社会已经不再可能将任何在世的人标榜为英雄人物。


76.
 We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations

shape your position.

通常，我们从意见相同的人那里学到的比从意见不同的人那里学到的更多。


77.
 The most effective way to understand contemporary culture is to analyze the trends of its youth.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

了解当代文化最有效的方式是分析当代年轻人的潮流。


78.
 People's attitudes are determined more by their immediate situation or surroundings than by society as a whole.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

人们的态度更多是由即时环境决定的，而不是社会整体环境。


79.
 Claim: The best test of an argument is its ability to convince someone with an opposing viewpoint.

Reason: Only by being forced to defend an idea against the doubts and contrasting views of others does one really discover the value of that idea.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：最能说明一个论证效果的是让持有相反观点的人信服。

原因：只有一个人被迫为别人质疑或者反对的观点辩护时，他才能发现该观点的价值所在。


80.
 Nations should suspend government funding for the arts when significant numbers of their citizens are hungry or unemployed.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

当很多公民为饥饿或失业所困时，政府应该停止对艺术的资助。


81.
 All parents should be required to volunteer time to their children's schools.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.




所有的家长都应该主动地花时间参与子女学校的活动。


82.
 Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester studying in a foreign country.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

学院和大学应该要求学生至少在国外学习一个学期。


83.
 Teachers' salaries should be based on the academic performance of their students.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

教师的薪水应该基于学生的学业成绩。


84.
 It is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

当今任何社会已经不再可能将任何在世的人标榜为英雄人物。


85.
 Some people believe that in order to thrive, a society must put its own overall success before the well-being of its individual citizens. Others believe that the well-being of a society can only be measured by the general welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，为了保证社会繁荣，相比个体民众的安乐，社会整体的成功更为重要；也有人认为，一个社会的繁荣，只能通过社会民众的安乐来衡量。


86.
 Some people believe that government officials must carry out the will of the people they serve. Others believe that officials should base their decisions on their own judgment.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为政府官员必须遵从他们所服务的大众的意愿；也有人认为政府官员应该依靠自己的判断作出决定。


87.
 Claim: Any piece of information referred to as a fact should be mistrusted, since it may well be proven false in the future.

Reason: Much of the information that people assume is factual actually turns out to be inaccurate.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the

reason on which that claim is based.




结论：任何被称作事实的信息都应该被怀疑，因为它很可能在将来被证明是错误的。

原因：很多被人们称作是事实的信息结果是错误的。


88.
 Claim: Nations should suspend government funding for the arts when significant numbers of their citizens are hungry or unemployed.

Reason: It is inappropriate—and, perhaps, even cruel—to use public resources to fund the arts when people's basic needs are not being met.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：当很多公民为饥饿或失业所困时，政府应该停止对艺术的资助。

原因：当人们的基本需求得不到保障时，使用公共资源扶持艺术是不合适的，甚至是残忍的。


89.
 Claim: Many problems of modern society cannot be solved by laws and the legal system.

Reason: Laws cannot change what is in people's hearts or minds.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：现代社会的很多问题都不能通过法律和司法途径解决。

原因：法律无法改变人们的内心和思想。


90.
 Educators should take students'interests into account when planning the content of the courses they teach.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

在计划教学内容时，教育工作者应该考虑学生的兴趣。


91.
 The primary goal of technological advancement should be to increase people's efficiency so that they have more leisure time.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

技术进步的首要目的应该是提高人们的效率，以便大家有更多闲暇的时间。


92.
 Educators should base their assessment of students' learning not on students' grasp of facts but on the ability to explain the ideas, trends, and concepts that those facts illustrate.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

在评估学生的学习情况时，教育工作者不应该只看学生掌握事实的程度，而是应该关注学生是否有能力解释这些事实所阐明的观点、趋势和概念。


93.
 Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more important than the reality or truth behind that image.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

很不幸，在当代社会，打造一个引人入胜的表象已经变得比表象下的现实和事实更加重要。


94.
 The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the well-being of that country's citizens.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

国家领导者的工作效能可以通过国民的安乐来被最好地评判。


95.
 All parents should be required to volunteer time to their children's schools.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

所有的家长都应该主动地花时间参与子女学校的活动。


96.
 A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

在进入大学以前，国家应该要求所有的学生学习统一的国家课程。


97.
 Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester studying in a foreign country.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

学院和大学应该要求学生至少在国外学习一个学期。


98.
 Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study in which jobs are plentiful.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

教育机构应该积极鼓励学生选择那些有充分就业机会的研究领域。


99.
 People's behavior is largely determined by forces not of their own making.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

人们的行为在很大程度上由外力决定。


100.
 Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester studying in a foreign country.




Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

学院和大学应该要求学生至少在国外学习一个学期。


101.
 Although innovations such as video, computers, and the Internet seem to offer schools improved methods for instructing students, these technologies all too often distract from real learning.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

尽管诸如电视、电脑和互联网等发明似乎给学校教育提供了改良的手段，但是这些技术往往是在偏离真正的

学习。


102.
 Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

大学应该要求每个学生选修自己专业以外的多种学科。


103.
 The best ideas arise from a passionate interest in commonplace things.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

最好的主意来自对于平凡事物的强烈兴趣。


104.
 To be an effective leader, a public official must maintain the highest ethical and moral standards.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

想成为一名有效力的领导者，政府官员必须坚守最高的伦理和道德标准。


105.
 Claim: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience.

Reason: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints of established habits and attitudes.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：相比经验，想象力是更有价值的财富。

原因：缺乏经验的人更容易自由地去想象什么是可能的，而不受既定习惯和态度的禁锢。


106.
 In most professions and academic fields, imagination is more important than knowledge.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在大多数职业和学术领域，想象力比知识更重要。


107.
 To be an effective leader, a public official must maintain the highest ethical and moral standards.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

想成为一名有效力的领导者，政府官员必须坚守最高的伦理和道德标准。


108.
 Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is an expert in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

批判性的判断工作在任何领域中都是没什么用处的，除非判断来自于该领域的专家。


109.
 Some people believe that scientific discoveries have given us a much better understanding of the world around us. Others believe that science has revealed to us that the world is infinitely more complex than we ever realized.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，科学发现让我们更清楚地认识周围的世界；也有人认为，科学展现给我们一个比我们想象的复杂得多的世界。


110.
 Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is an expert in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

批判性的判断工作在任何领域中都是没什么用处的，除非判断来自于该领域的专家。


111.
 In any profession—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

在任何领域(如商业、政治、教育、政府)，掌权者应该在五年任期后退位。


112.
 Requiring university students to take a variety of courses outside their major fields of study is the best way to ensure that students become truly educated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




要求大学生选修自己专业以外的多种学科是保证大学生接受真正的教育的最佳途径。


113.
 Claim: The surest indicator of a great nation is not the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists.

Reason: The surest indicator of a great nation is actually the welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：一个国家的伟大不是体现在统治者、艺术家或科学家的成就上。

原因：一个国家的伟大体现在国民的安乐上。


114.
 Any leader who is quickly and easily influenced by shifts in popular opinion will accomplish little.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

任何领导若是迅速地、轻易地被民众的意见所左右，他必将一事无成。


115.
 Government officials should rely on their own judgment rather than unquestioningly carry out the will of the people whom they serve.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

政府官员应该依靠自己的判断，而不是不假思索地遵从他们所服务的大众的意愿。


116.
 A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在进入大学以前，国家应该要求所有的学生学习统一的国家课程。


117.
 It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are generated and preserved.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

一个国家的文化传统主要在城市中得以传承和发展。


118.
 We can learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




相比意见不同的人来说，我们从意见相同的人那里学到的更多。


119.
 When old buildings stand on ground that modern planners feel could be better used for modern purposes, modern development should be given precedence over the preservation of historic buildings.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and

explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

当现代规划者认为古老的建筑物所在地可以更好地用作现代开发时，相比历史建筑的保护，现代开发应该放在首位。


120.
 Claim: The surest indicator of a great nation must be the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists.

Reason: Great achievements by a nation's rulers, artists, or scientists will ensure a good life for the majority of that nation's people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：一个国家的伟大体现在统治者、艺术家或科学家的成就上。

原因：一个国家的统治者、艺术家或科学家的伟大成就保证了大部分国民的生活安乐。


121.
 Some people claim that you can tell whether a nation is great by looking at the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists. Others argue that the surest indicator of a great nation is, in fact, the general welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，判断一个国家是否伟大要看其统治者、艺术家或科学家的成就；也有人认为，实际上一个国家的伟大体现在国民的安乐上。


122.
 The best way to understand the character of a society is to examine the character of the men and women that the society chooses as its heroes or its role models.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

了解一个社会特点的最好方法是考查这个社会标榜的英雄人物和模范榜样的特点。


123.
 The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government, industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

社会把年轻人培养成政府、工业或其他领域的领导的最佳途径是给他们灌输合作精神，而不是竞争意识。


124.
 All college and university students would benefit from spending at least one semester studying in a foreign country.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

至少在国外学习一个学期对所有大学生来说将受益匪浅。


125.
 Some people claim that a nation's government should preserve its wilderness areas in their natural state.

Others argue that these areas should be developed for potential economic gain.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，国家应该立法保护现存荒地的原始状态；也有人认为，为了获取经济利益应该开发这些区域。


126.
 In most professions and academic fields, imagination is more important than knowledge.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

在大多数职业和学术领域，想象力比知识更重要。


127.
 The surest indicator of a great nation is not the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but the general well-being of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

一个国家的伟大不是体现在统治者、艺术家或科学家的成就上，而是体现在国民的安乐上。


128.
 Some people argue that successful leaders in government, industry, or other fields must be highly competitive. Other people claim that in order to be successful, a leader must be willing and able to cooperate with others.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，政府、工业或其他领域的成功领导者一定是具有极强竞争意识的；也有人认为，为了成功，领导者必须愿意并且有能力和他人合作。


129.
 College students should base their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

大学生应该选择那些容易找到工作的研究领域。


130.
 Some people believe that corporations have a responsibility to promote the well-being of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that the only responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to make as much money as possible.




Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有人认为，企业有责任促进所在社会和环境的福祉；也有人认为，企业唯一的责任就是，在不违反法律的前提下尽量多赚钱。


131.
 Claim: Researchers should not limit their investigations to only those areas in which they expect to discover something that has an immediate, practical application.

Reason: It is impossible to predict the outcome of a line of research with any certainty.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：科研人员不应该将研究工作仅仅局限在容易在短期内有成效、有实际应用的领域。

原因：完全准确地预测一系列研究的结果是不可能的。


132.
 Some people believe that our ever-increasing use of technology significantly reduces our opportunities for human interaction. Other people believe that technology provides us with new and better ways to communicate and connect with one another.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，不断增长的技术应用极大减少了人们相互交流的机会；也有些人认为，技术给人们带来了全新的、更好的交流和相互联系的方式。


133.
 Claim: Knowing about the past cannot help people to make important decisions today.

Reason: The world today is significantly more complex than it was even in the relatively recent past.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：了解过去不能帮助人们在当下作出重要的决定。

原因：相比刚刚发生的过去，今天的世界显然更加复杂。


134.
 Claim: Knowing about the past cannot help people to make important decisions today.

Reason: We are not able to make connections between current events and past events until we have some distance from both.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：了解过去不能帮助人们在当下作出重要的决定。

原因：我们无法把当前事件和过去事件联系起来，除非我们与二者之间都有一定的距离。


135.
 Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study that will prepare them for lucrative careers.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.




教育机构应该积极鼓励学生选择那些将来会有高收入工作的研究领域。


136.
 Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study in which jobs are plentiful.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

教育机构应该积极鼓励学生选择那些有足够就业机会的研究领域。


137.
 Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

教育机构有责任劝阻学生不要从事不太可能成功的研究领域。


138.
 Some people believe that competition for high grades motivates students to excel in the classroom.

Others believe that such competition seriously limits the quality of real learning.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为，追求高分能给学生动力，促使他们在课堂表现得更优秀；也有人认为，这样的竞争只会严重限制真正的学习质量。


139.
 Claim: Major policy decisions should always be left to politicians and other government experts.

Reason: Politicians and other government experts are more informed and thus have better judgment and perspective than do members of the general public.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：主要的政策决定应该总是交给政治家和其他政府专家。

原因：政治家和其他政府专家更加见多识广，因此相对于普通大众而言，有更敏锐的判断力和洞察力。


140.
 Some people believe that universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the student's field of study. Others believe that universities should not force students to take any courses other than those that will help prepare them for jobs in their chosen fields.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

有些人认为大学应该要求每个学生选修自己专业以外的多种学科；也有人认为大学不应该强迫学生学习任何课程，除非这些课程有利于学生在所选的领域就业。


141.
 It is more harmful to compromise one's own beliefs than to adhere to them.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




向自己的信仰妥协比坚持信仰更有害。


142.
 Claim: Colleges and universities should specify all required courses and eliminate elective courses in order to provide clear guidance for students.

Reason: College students—like people in general—prefer to follow directions rather than make their own decisions.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

结论：为了给学生提供一个明确的方向，学院和大学应该指定所有的必修课程，取消选修课程。

原因：和大众一样，大学生更喜欢听从指示，而不是自己作决定。


143.
 No field of study can advance significantly unless it incorporates knowledge and experience from outside that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在任何研究领域，除非引入该领域之外的知识和经验，否则该领域就很难获得重大进展。


144.
 True success can be measured primarily in terms of the goals one sets for oneself.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

真正的成功主要通过自己设定的目标来衡量。


145.
 The general welfare of a nation's people is a better indication of that nation's greatness than are the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

相比统治者、艺术家或科学家的成就，国民的安乐更能体现一个国家的伟大。


146.
 The best test of an argument is the argument's ability to convince someone with an opposing viewpoint.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

最能说明论证效果的是让持有相反观点的人信服。


147.
 The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the well-being of that country's citizens.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




国家领导者的工作效能可以通过国民的安乐被最好地评判。


148.
 Nations should pass laws to preserve any remaining wilderness areas in their natural state.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

国家应该立法保护现存荒地的原始状态。


149.
 In any field—business, politics, education, government—those in power should be required to step down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

在任何领域(如商业、政治、教育、政府)中，掌权者都应该在任期五年后退位。

对以上题目作出一个简单的分类，详情如下：

按照题型(也就是Issue题干)分为以下六类：




	

类别



	

题号






	
建议类(72题)


	
2, 3, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, 31, 32, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39,46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 59, 60, 61, 65, 72, 73, 80, 81, 82, 83, 90, 91, 92, 95, 96,97, 98, 99, 100, 102, 104, 107, 111, 112, 115, 116, 119, 122, 123, 124, 129, 135, 136,137, 143, 144, 146, 147, 148, 149





	
比较类

(19题)


	
11, 17, 27, 28, 33, 41, 42, 43, 71, 76, 78, 93, 101, 106, 118, 126, 127, 141, 145





	
Reason & Claim类

(19题)


	
5, 8, 22, 40, 44, 49, 70, 79, 87, 88, 89, 105, 113, 120, 131, 134, 139, 142





	
Some & Other类

(16题)


	
7, 16, 20, 67, 68, 69, 85, 86, 109, 121, 125, 128, 130, 132, 138, 140





	
含有偏激词汇类

(12题)


	
34, 53, 57, 63, 66, 75, 77, 84, 94, 103, 114, 117





	
题目里面就包含

因果类(11题)


	
1, 4, 26, 45, 56, 58, 62, 64, 74, 108, 110











按照具体性指令分类，分为以下六种：




	

类别



	

题号






	
讨论判断成立

不成立的条件(54题)


	
1, 2, 9, 11, 17, 18, 21, 24, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 38, 41, 42, 43, 45, 53, 55, 56, 57, 58, 62,63, 64, 66, 71, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 91, 93, 101, 103, 106, 107, 108, 112, 114, 115, 116,117, 118, 119, 124, 137, 141, 143, 144, 146, 147





	
建议可行的具体条件(24题)


	
6, 19, 23, 25, 36, 37, 39, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 54, 59, 60, 61, 80, 81, 82, 83, 90, 92,129





	
讨论反面观点

(24题)


	
3, 4, 13, 15, 29, 30, 32, 65, 84, 94, 95, 96, 97, 99, 104, 110, 111, 122, 123, 126, 127,136, 145, 148





	
结论理由型因果分析(19题)


	
5, 8, 22, 40, 44, 49, 70, 79, 87, 88, 89, 105, 113, 120, 131, 133, 134, 139, 142





	
正反双方观点对比(16题)


	
7, 16, 20, 67, 68, 69, 85, 86, 109, 121, 125, 128, 130, 132, 138, 140





	
建议的后果(12题)


	
10, 12, 14, 31, 35, 72, 73, 98, 100, 102, 135, 149














第三节　Analyze an Issue任务的分析能力剖析

批判性思考和分析性能力的提高要基于考生的提问能力。如何对一个问题形成思考，并且提出一系列问题，并且能够尝试回答这些问题，其实从某种程度上体现了考生的批判和分析的能力。很多生活中的问题都可以用来批判和分析，比如杀人是否应该偿命，你不能很快地下结论，说这是对的，或者这是错的。而要在仔细思考这个问题后，问一系列的问题，比如：杀人的动机是什么，杀人的结果如何，杀人的同时会不会救了更多的人，杀的人是什么人，杀人一定要偿命么，有没有别的惩罚措施。当把这些问题都考虑了之后，你就能形成一个复杂的观点和想法，并且充分意识到这个问题的复杂性了。再比如，提到环境污染问题，我们是否应该禁止工厂排放污水。很多人很快回答，说当然应该禁止，但是我们也不要着急下结论，我们通过提问来考虑这个问题的复杂性。比如：工厂为什么会排放污水，工厂排放污水带来了什么样的损失，工厂排放污水换来的是什么收益或者好处，这个好处和坏处哪个更为明显，比较这两者基于什么利益基础，基于什么价值理念，基于多长的时间范围，当考虑了这些问题，才叫分析了这个问题。

同样，ETS在官方指南中也指明了这一点，希望大家拿到GRE的issue题目时，充分考虑到这个问题的复杂性，并且能够很好地形成一系列问题。在官方指南中，ETS提供了十个常常可以考虑的问题，这些问题作为通法能够很好地探索issue题干的复杂性。下面我们深入地探讨一下到底这些问题是什么含义，以及如何应用。


1. What precisely is the central issue?





这个issue的中心含义到底是什么？
 读完一个issue问题之后，要明确它争议的点到底在哪里。一般来说，issue的题干可分为事实描述类和价值判断类。

所谓的事实描述，就是一个有争议的东西，并不涉及对错是非判断。比如：“As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for themselves will surely deteriorate. 因为人们越来越多地依靠科学技术解决问题，他们自己思考的能力必然会退化。”这就需要你判断和分析：这个事实是真的吗，人们的思考能力真的变差了，真的是因为人们在依靠技术解决问题吗；而并非要求你作价值判断，比如你去讨论我们应该依靠技术吗，思考能力下降这样不好吗，这些都不是重点。再譬如，“The increasingly rapid pace of life today causes more problems than it solves. 今天越来越快的生活节奏带来的问题要多于其解决了的问题。”这也是一个事实描述题目，你去讨论今天越来越快的生活节奏到底有没有在为我们解决问题的同时带来更多的问题，而不用作过多的价值判断，不需要过多地判断技术带来了更多问题好不好，应不应该让生活节奏变快之类的问题。最后举一个例子，“The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only tools of human minds. 人脑永远比机器高级因为机器只是人脑的工具。”在这道题目中，我们也要就它的中心问题作分析和讨论，比如人脑比机器高级吗，will always暗示我们还需要讨论，过去、现在和未来人脑都比机器高级吗，其原因是机器是人脑的工具吗；我们不需要过多地讨论判断其价值的问题，比如机器应该比人脑高级吗，机器是人类的工具合理或者好吗。

所谓价值判断，就是分析做一件事情的利弊和价值。比如，“Governments should not fund any scientific research whose consequences are unclear. 政府不应该资助结果不明确的科学研究。”这道题目需要讨论政府支持结果不明的研究的价值、正面和负面的影响分别是什么，如何评价这些影响，这些影响如何形成我们的观点和判断。再比如, “Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study that will prepare them for lucrative careers. 教育机构应该积极地鼓励他们的学生去选择那些能够在未来赚钱的学习领域。”这也是一个价值判断的题目，我们要去探讨这个行为对不对、应不应该、好不好，而不单单只是说现在的确有很多教育机构都在这么做。





2. What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?





具体性指令到底要求我如何回答？
 关于具体性指令，在前面我们已经详细讨论过，考生在读完题目之后，一定要关注具体性指令，并按照要求回答问题。


3. Do I agree with all or with any part of the claim? Why or why not?



我是否同意整个观点，或者我同意这个观点的一部分不同意另一个部分，为什么同意，或者为什么不同意。
 这个问题其实是启发我们把一个issue问题做切分处理，也就是不要把一个issue的长句子笼统分析，而是要分开来讨论。比如刚才提到的一个题目“人脑永远都会比机器高级，因为机器只是人脑的工具。”我们可以切分讨论，先分析机器是不是只是人脑的工具，然后分析人脑是否比机器永远高级，在这里我们可以讨论在哪些情况下人脑更高级，在哪些情况下机器更高级，过去、现在和未来机器是否永远不如人脑高级，最后还可以讨论人脑比机器高级的原因是不是仅仅因为机器是人脑的工具。这样分析，这个issue问题就被解构开来了，我们可以全部同意，也可以同意其中的一个小分论点，然后再去有效支持这些小论点。


4. Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they reasonable?



这个观点是否有假设前提，如果有，这些假设前提是否是合理的呢？
 这里我们首先要解释一个概念assumption, 也就是假设前提。假设前提在逻辑上指的是一个逻辑推理所需要的观点，只有在这个观点的基础上才能往下推理，但是这个观点有时候是没有被证明的。比如“政府应该花钱支持艺术”，首先我们不急于判断这个论断正确与否，我们可以先去挖掘这个论点的前提条件，比如政府有足够的钱可以支持艺术。再例如刚才的一个题目“教育机构应该积极地鼓励学生去选择未来能够赚钱的学习领域”，这里也有前提，那就是教育机构有能力判断学生毕业于什么专业和领域能够赚到钱。所以为了深入地思考这个问题，我们有必要先去探讨一下这个前提是否有道理，并且用理由或者例子去证明你的观点。


5. Is the claim valid only under certain conditions? If so, what are they?



这个观点只在某些特定的条件下有效吗，这些条件是什么呢？
 这是一个分析性写作的重要方法和思考技巧，就是在不同的具体条件下审视这个命题，并分类讨论。比如，我们讨论这样一个问题，“社会是否应该追求实用主义”。简单地回答应该追求和不应该追求都是简化了这个问题，我们可以在不同的具体条件下分析。我们可以分析长远来看和短期来看要不要实用主义，我们也可以分析在物质层面和精神层面要不要实用主义，还可以分析发达国家和发展中国家或者欠发达国家要不要实用主义，还可以分析在教育领域、科学领域、政治领域、艺术和商业领域分别是否需要实用主义，无论用哪个方式去讨论，都会比单纯回答更为深刻。再比如，“In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have contrasting points of view. 在任何情况下，进步都需要和那些与你观点相异的人进行讨论。”这道题也不要简单地同意或者反对，而要分情况讨论。比如：在个人层面上、社会层面上、全球层面上来看，这句话分别有没有道理。还可以放在不同的领域，比如：自然科学、艺术领域、商业或者政治层面，这句话有没有道理。


6. Do I need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim?





我需要去解释我如何理解这个观点中的词条或者概念吗？
 很多时候，如前面所提到的那样，GRE分析性写作issue部分的很多题目都是一个抽象的问题，一个复杂的问题，因为只有这样的对象才能被分析或解构。所以，我们有时候需要把题干中的某些抽象词进行界定或者细化，这样才能对题目进行更为深入地分析。比如前面提到的一道题，“机器永远比人脑高级，因为机器只是人脑的工具”，这里我们同时可以对“高级”这个词进行定义，什么叫做高级，如果把运算或者操作速度快、效率高叫做高级的话，那么机器是真的比人脑高级，但是如果把高级定义为有独立和主动思考的能力，那么人脑还是比机器高级的。由此可见，是否同意这个论断要取决于你对题干中某个关键词汇的定义。再比如，“判断一个国家领导者的工作效能的最好方法就是看这个国家的民众是否幸福”，这里“幸福”是抽象的，是需要定义的，是可以从不同的角度去分析和判断的。幸福可以指民众是否能够解决生活的问题，也可以指民众是否在国家有着自由支配财富的能力或者言论自由，同时幸福也可以指民众是否能够实现自己的理想，自由而全面地发展自己。所以这个抽象的问题可以被切分为多个不同的层次加以讨论。





7. If I take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support my position?




如果我对这个观点采取了某个立场，我用什么理由支持我的立场？所有的观点必须得到证明，所以一旦考生确定了自己的观点和立场之后，一定要考虑用什么论据、推理过程去证明自己的立场。但是千万不要一开始就有什么例子，再次强调，例子是证明论证过程的，如果连基本的说理和简单的推理都没有，例子本身是不能说明任何观点的。所以首先考虑的是理由，这也是ETS强调的思维方法。


8. What examples—either real or hypothetical—could I use to illustrate those reasons and advance my point of view? Which examples are most compelling?




我可以用什么例子(既可以是真实的例子，也可以是假设性举例)来证明我的理由，从而证明我的观点？在这些例子中，哪些是最具有说服力的呢？这里才开始讨论例子。请务必记住，例子是用来证明理由或者推理过程的，例子本身不能或者不容易直接证明自己的观点。其实例子在考生备考列提纲的过程中就应该开始考虑了，而且很多时候，一旦有了观点和推理，例子相对而言就比较容易了。一个常见的误区是，很多考生认为写不出文章是因为自己没有例子，事实往往是考生没有观点或者对观点的推理。如果你还不放心的话，适当阅读一些常识或者科普的书籍会帮助你获得更多可以证明观点的论据。

Once you have decided on a position to defend, consider the perspective of others who might not agree with your position. Ask yourself:

一旦你有了一个观点或立场，也要务必考虑一下别人可能如何反驳你的立场和观点，可以问下面这些问题：


9. What reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my position?




别人可能用什么理由反驳或者削弱我的观点？在前面提及specific instructions的时候，已经讨论过要想逻辑缜密，要想让观点无懈可击，必须要考虑到别人如何反驳自己的观点。反驳的既可以是观点理由，也可以是一个反例，既可以在每个分论点后面一一列出反驳的点，也可以在全文所有论证都结束以后加上反驳的内容，形式上的东西不是最重要的，关键是你是否想到了能够反驳你的点。实际上，能够想到别人的反驳点，你就基本能够考虑到你观点的严密性了。比如，你认为政府应该花钱和精力保护濒临灭绝的动物，因为这样能够维持物种的多样性。这时你要想到别人会怎么反驳你，很有可能有人认为这笔钱花了很有可能造成很多社会问题不能解决，比如就业、医疗。


10. How should I acknowledge or defend against those views in my essay?


我应该如何在我的文章中承认或者反驳这些观点？你可以同意也可以反对别人驳斥你的观点，比如上面的例子，你要反驳这个观点，虽然这些医疗、就业等短期问题是关键的，但是从长远看来我们必须保护地球上生物的多样性，否则未来面临的灾难要远远大于就业这样的问题，甚至是人类灭绝。这样就说明，你同时也考虑了保护濒临灭绝动物的弊端，并且做过优缺点分析，足以证明你缜密的逻辑和思考能力。




第四节　Analyze an Issue的考试评分标准解读

在备考GRE分析性写作的过程中，考生必须非常熟悉GRE考试的评分标准和要求，这是准备考试过程中的罗盘，同时也为努力指明了方向。GRE是整体评分，下面给出了由ETS发布的Analyze an issue任务的具体评分标准，并对这个标准进行了解读。

首先，要给自己的分数作一个定位，就自己的GRE分析性写作部分给出一个预期分数和努力方向，下面表格中的数据说明了考生在当次所有考生中的成绩排位。
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6分意味着你比96%的考生在写作方面更优秀，这对于中国考生来说是比较困难的，毕竟英语不是母语，而GRE大部分考生都是以英语作为母语的人。5分意味着你比73%的考生优秀，这对于少数中国考生而言是可以获得的分数，所以多练习、多思考，这个成绩不是遥不可及的。而4分是一个底线，低于这个分数就没有什么优势了，4分意味着你只比33%的考生优秀。至于3分，也就是很多中国考生获得的分数，可以用“差”来形容了，因为有93%的考生比3分的考生有更强的写作能力; 2分意味着有99%的考生比你的写作能力更强。所以考生应该给自己一个清晰的定位。

GRE Scoring Guide: Analyze an Issue


Score 6




In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A typical paper in this category exhibits the following characteristics:

1. It articulates a clear and insightful position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task.

2. It develops the position fully with compelling reasons and/or persuasive examples.

3. It sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically.

4. It conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety.

5. It demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, usage, and mechanics) but may have minor errors.

6分的文章必须在具体性指令的要求下写一篇有说服力的、论证到位的分析文章，并展现出论证的极大技巧性和能力。必须要同时满足下面的五个要求(实际上，这几个要求在前面的score level description部分已经作出了一些解释，所以这里只是简单地再作一定的重复和解释):




一、完成题目要求的任务，考虑完issue问题的复杂性之后给出一个清晰、有洞察力的观点。在这里强调一下，ETS不寻求任何答案，没有说哪一个立场就一定比某一个立场更加有深度，你可以按照前面的思考角度得出任何观点，可以完全同意(但是不能简单说同意就完了，要分不同的领域和角度考虑，然后每个层面都同意，或者把这个issue分成几个不同的部分，并且每个部分都同意，最终得出完全同意的观点，依然考虑到了复杂性而且展现出你深入的、有洞察力的思考)，当然也可以完全反对。你同时可以同意这个观点的前半部分而反对观点的后半部分，你还可以在某些领域同意、某些领域反对，你可以挖掘前提条件，你可以挖掘观点和理由，你可以反对前提但是同意论点，你也可以同意理由但是反对观点，所以没有任何标准答案，只要你有清楚明朗的观点即可。

二、你要能够完美地完成发展和论证，因为我们前面已经讨论过，没有论证的观点不能称之为观点，所以任何观点必须用有说服力的、有效的理由和例子来证明。6分要求论证要充分，例子要高度有说服力，所以要求很高。

三、文章很好地聚合在一起，有焦点，组织完美，而且能够用英语写作的基本技巧把文章有逻辑地组合在一起。这一点相对而言比较简单，如果考生能够掌握学术英语写作的基本内容，并且能够灵活运用，那么做到这一点还是不难的。

四、这里开始讨论对语言的要求了，语言需要能够有效地表达出观点和思想。而且6分不仅要表达出意思，还需要流畅和精准，运用有效的词汇和句子的多样性。在后面的语言章节，我们会更为详细地讨论到底如何做到语言的有效、表达的精准以及句子的多样性。但是不可否认的是，这一点对于大部分中国考生来说是有很大的挑战的，因为语言的积累非一日之功，需要扎实的词汇和语法基础、对句子结构的掌握和从小到大的语言修养。尽管如此，在短期内还是有提高的可能的(语言章节还会涉及如何积累语言的一些基本的方法和技巧)。

五、在语法、标点、词语和句子的用法上遵循标准书面语的表达习惯。正是因为GRE是为了未来写论文作准备，所以尽量要求考生在用语言的时候，遵循学术英语表达的正式标准，尽量少用口头用语和俚语，这些都是在论文中不可能出现的。同时，允许犯很小的错误，只要不影响意思的传递就可以了。


Score 5




In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the issue and conveys meaning clearly.

A typical paper in this category exhibits the following characteristics:

1. It presents a clear and well-considered position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task.

2. It develops the position with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples.

3. It is focused and generally well organized, connecting ideas appropriately.

4. It conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety.

5. It demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English but may have minor errors.

5分的文章重点讨论和前面6分文章的区别，因为其实5分就是不够完美的6分文章，所以评价维度是一样的，但是每一个项目的要求都变低了。

一、还是要根据题目要求非常清楚地陈述自己的观点和立场，这一点和6分文章的要求是一样的，只是不再要求非常有洞察力的观点，取而代之的是考虑得比较好的立场，虽然不是非常深入，但是看得出来还是进行了一定的考虑的，依然考虑到了issue问题的复杂性。

二、观点依然是需要发展的，但是可能没有6分文章发展得那么完全和透彻，而且例子和理由也不一定做到极其具有说服力，只是有在逻辑上合理的理由，并且选择还不错的例子就可以了。但是例子依然需要说理，例子是不会自己说话的，需要考生通过例子去证明观点。




三、可能焦点没有6分那么神聚，但是也是有焦点的，从整体上而言文章还是有组织性的，并且文章内有连接不同的观点，尽管没有6分连接得那么有逻辑性，但也是合适的。

四、语言上能够清楚地传递自己的观点，虽做不到流利和精准，但是一定要非常清晰且没有任何歧义，虽然不能用有效的词汇和句子多样性，但是在词语和句子多样性的表现中，至少要做到恰当，不应该造成任何错误或者不合适的地方。

五、这和6分的要求是一样的。在语法、标点、词语和句子的用法上遵循标准书面语的表达习惯。正是因为GRE是为未来写论文作准备，所以尽量要求考生在语言方面遵循学术英语表达的正式标准，尽量少用口头用语和俚语，这些都是在论文中不可能出现的。同时，允许犯很小的错误，只要不影响意思的传递就可以了。


Score 4


In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys

meaning with acceptable clarity.

A typical paper in this category exhibits the following characteristics:

1. It presents a clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task.

2. It develops the position with relevant reasons and/or examples.

3. It is adequately focused and organized.

4. It demonstrates sufficient control of language to express ideas with reasonable clarity.

5. It generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English, but may have some errors.

4分的文章也要完成题目的要求，有一定的分析，并且最重要的是要清楚。这是要求中国考生的底线分数，低于这个分数将是无法接受的，而且也说明了低于该分数的考生没有写清楚的学术论文的能力。满足以下五个方面就可以获得4分：

一、不需要观点有多么深入或者深思熟虑，只要能够非常清楚地按照考试的要求和具体性指令提出自己的立场即可。

二、展开阐述还是非常有必要的，尽管可能阐述地不是非常完美和全面。证明观点的例子和理由谈不上有说服力、有逻辑和选择精良，但是至少也要做到和观点相关。

三、有足够的焦点和结构。文章的结构即便不是非常具有逻辑性，但是依然要清楚、不混乱，能让人非常清晰地看到文章的脉络。

四、对于语言有足够的控制力，能够清楚地表达自己的观点。“清楚”是一个基本而重要的要求，ETS不要求4分的考生有多么强大的句子结构多样性和词汇应用准确性的能力，只要求足够清楚传递意思即可。所以很多考生把时间和精力花在把词汇用得很复杂而不恰当，句子嗦复杂而令人感到混乱，因而获得低分，充分展现自己在语言控制上的能力不足，是完全不可取的。语言丰富准确当然是令人感到欣喜的，但是如果基本功没有到位却盲目地套用复杂的词汇和句式，这种投机取巧的思路往往导致了大部分中国考生的低分。

五、正式书面语是依然要求的，但是有一些错误，并且这些错误可能会在某种程度上影响意思的清晰性。


Score 3





A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in addressing the specific task directions, in analyzing the issue, and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed.

A typical paper in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:

1. It is vague or limited in addressing the specific task directions and in presenting or developing a

position on the issue.

2. It is weak in the use of relevant reasons or examples, or relies largely on unsupported claims.

3. It is poorly focused and/or poorly organized.

4. It has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity.

5. It contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning.

3分的文章是中国考生GRE考试分析性写作部分的主流分数。我们来看看到底是哪些方面成为了中国考生的魔咒。3分的文章的确在回答问题上、在传递思想和语言应用上、在基本的分析上还是有一定的能力的，但是存在着一些很明显的缺陷和不足，这些不足导致考生是不能完成国外学术论文的写作的，虽然简单的交流还是可以完成，但是涉及复杂观点的阐述还是相当有限制的。只要满足以下五点的任何一点就是3分，这和前面4、5、6分的体制不一样，4、5、6分是必须五个方面同时满足才能获得相应的分数，而3分和3分以下的文章，只要满足任何一点就可以获得相应的分数。

一、在按照具体性指令回答问题方面，在阐述和论证发展自己的观点方面明显的模糊不清，或者极其有限。中国考生大部分都是反复陈述自己的观点，往往缺乏对一个观点细致入微的论证。另外，语言的纠结和繁复往往会让人看不清考生的观点。所以大部分考生获得3分是可以理解的。很多考生提出疑问，为什么模板背得很熟练，而且准备了很多例子，成绩却还是3分，这里可以非常清楚地看到，缺乏清楚的立场、缺乏具体的论证就会得3分。

二、在运用相关的例子和理由上的能力非常弱，或者仅仅只是有了一些没有被论证的观点。这也非常好地描述了绝大多数中国考生的情况，只是简单罗列出例子和理由，而这里用例子说明观点才是重点。另外，只是说自己的观点而缺乏论证也是绝对不可取的，有些考生在每个段落的主题句后面写了很多貌似是展开阐述的东西，但其实是对主题句的重复，而没有从本质上进行阐述，也就是说没有更细更新的信息的提出，依然是没有论证的。

三、文章没有焦点，没有控制性写作的意识，文章的结构散乱。这也是有可能出现在中国考生的文章中的，中国人写文章讲究形散而神不散，而GRE的分析性写作是一个短篇的学术英语写作，需要在一个明确的主控思想的指导下写出文章，所以往往线索清晰。事实上，学术论文往往是先列出研究结果和讨论的观点，所以写出来是比较有逻辑主线的。问题在于很多中国考生写文章的时候都是在没有太多的想法基础上随便写，以为写着写着就会有想法，这是绝对错误的想法，这也是文章缺乏焦点和缺乏组织结构的最多见的一种情况。

四、语言和词语的错误开始影响清楚表达自己的观点了，言外之意，就是作者的文字开始令人困惑，让人无法非常明了地理解你要说的内容了。

五、在语法、标点和其他的语言应用方面犯了少量的大错误，或者多处小错误，这种错误甚至妨碍了读者对考生思路的理解。所以虽然小的语法错误偶尔有一些是可以容忍的，但是妨碍内容的理解或者语法错误较多依然是会得低分的。由此可见，扎实的语法基本功还是非常重要的，虽然这些不一定能保证高分，但是这些是传递思想必要的工具，并且如果这些方面比较弱的话，会容易让考生的分数不理想。


Score 2





A 2 paper largely disregards the specific task directions and/or demonstrates serious weaknesses in

analytical writing.

A typical paper in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:

1. It is unclear or seriously limited in addressing the specific task directions and in presenting or developing a position on the issue.

2. It provides few, if any, relevant reasons or examples in support of its claims.

3. It is unfocused and/or disorganized.

4. It has serious problems in language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with meaning.

5. It contains serious errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning.

2分的文章基本没有考虑到GRE分析性写作的具体要求，而且在分析性写作的过程中展现出严重的缺陷。只要满足以下任何一条，就是2分的文章：

一、在完成具体的任务，陈述和展开阐明自己的观点过程中，非常不清楚，并且这方面的能力极其有限。

二、很少或者几乎没有一些例子和理由来支持自己的观点和立场。

三、文章没有焦点，而且组织比较混乱。

四、在语言和句子结构上有一些严重的问题，这些问题频繁地影响了读者对于意思的理解。

五、语法、标点和语言存在严重的错误，这些错误频繁影响读者对于意思的理解。简单地说，2分的考生就是基本没有写学术论文的能力了，这样想完成北美研究生院的研究是极其困难的。


Score 1


A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

A typical paper in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:

1. It provides little or no evidence of understanding the issue.

2. It provides little or no evidence of the ability to develop an organized response.

3. It has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with meaning.

4. It contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that result in incoherence.

1分的文章在分析性写作方面有着一些根本的缺陷，满足以下一条即可：

一、基本没有理解issue题目本身，没有讨论到题干的内容。

二、基本没有发展和组织文章的能力。

三、语言和句子结构方面有着严重的问题，几乎自始至终让人无法理解作者的内容的含义。

四、泛滥的语法、标点和语言应用的错误使得文章根本没有连贯性可言。简单地说，1分的考生完全没有分析性写作的能力，也就是说这样的分数完全不能做学术研究论文的写作，甚至难以进行学术问题的分析和思考。


Score 0


A 0 paper is off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to respond to the assigned topic), written in a foreign language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, or is illegible or nonverbal.




至于0分的文章，基本无法评价是否有学术英语写作的能力，因为文章完全跟题目没有关系，考生既没有理解也没有意识去回答问题，或者根本不是用英语写的文章，或者仅仅是抄写了题目，或者用一些乱码字符。总而言之，完全看不出有英语能力，更不用谈分析性写作能力了。

第五节　官方样文与评价分析

为了更好地理解上面一节的评分标准，对评分标准有一个更为感性的认识，本节选取了ETS官方公布的1-6分的样文和ETS对不同分数档次的文章的点评。同时，我们也可以学习5分和6分的文章在讨论问题复杂性、提出观点、论证方法和结构策略方面的技巧，学习优秀的学生习作。

样文的题目如下：

As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for

themselves will surely deteriorate.

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

题目由两个部分构成：issue部分和specific instructions部分。issue部分“因为人们越来越多地依靠技术来解决问题，人们自己思考的能力必将遭到破坏。”是一个非常有争议的观点。specific instructions部分“讨论一下你在什么样的程度上同意或者反对这个观点，并且解释你采取的立场的推理。在发展和支持你观点的过程中，你应该考虑你在哪些具体方面认为这个观点有道理或者没有道理，并且解释这些考虑如何在影响你的观点。”明显是要求考生作具体情况具体分析，不要笼统地回答对或错。ETS对于这道题给出了官方的分析思路：

在这道题目中，还是如前面所言，你的立场是什么不重要，你可以完全同意，可以完全反对，可以有保留地肯定(尽管反对某些部分，但是整体还是肯定)，也可以有保留地反对。而且要完成具体性指令的要求，一定要从具体的角度讨论你在什么样的方面同意或者反对这个观点。请格外注意，ETS没有提供什么标准答案，下面只是参考，其他的思考角度同样也可以获得高分，下面是一些帮助你思考的分析而已。

其实这道题目本身虽然比较抽象，但是对于考生而言下手还是比较容易的，也就是说任何考生拿到这道题目都有自己的想法，你只需要用有效的、有说服力的证据把你的观点证明清楚就可以了。但是很多同学拿到这道题目之后，大脑里面出现的根本不是分析这个问题的复杂性，不是讨论机器对于我们自己思考产生的影响，而是浮现曾经在进入考场之前背诵的大量关于科学技术的例子。结果在文章中全部是长长的关于现代科技的例子，但是和观点是不相关的，或者你没有用你的文字证明你的观点，这就是大部分同学得低分的原

因。比如一个考生反对题目的观点，认为随着人们越来越多地依靠技术解决问题，人的思考能力没有遭到破坏。如果考生只是大量地罗列我们今天越来越多地使用电脑，以此证明我们的思考能力没有下降，那么这是完全无法证明自己的观点的，也是典型的低分文章，因为他没有用这个例子很好地证明自己的观点。事实上很有可能正是因为使用电脑技术导致思考能力下降，因为电脑技术本身是不能说明任何问题的，既可以说电脑技术提高了人的思考能力，也可以说降低了人的思考能力，所以说理本身是很重要的。获得高分的秘诀在于，不仅仅是说到了电脑技术，更重要的是解释电脑技术在哪些具体的方面需要人们的思考能力，从而导致其不仅没有破坏反而提高了人的思考能力。有了这些具体的方面，才能有效证明自己的观点。

有很多方法和策略可以破解这道题，比如可以用前面我们提到的考虑解释题干中的抽象字眼，“我们自己思考的能力”，什么能力呢，我们可以从不同的方面和角度去思考。这个能力可以是解决问题的能力，还可以是情感和社会交际的能力(也就是和他人交流和联系的能力)等。例子也很多，比如计算器、word里面的词汇和语法拼写纠正功能、退税软件、网络搜索引擎、还有很多家庭的和办公的系统和技术。事实上，这些例子是根本不需要考生在进入考场之前背诵和记忆很多的，因为这些例子比比皆是，然而这些例子是不能单独说明任何立场和观点的，它们必须配合推理。




你可以同意这个issue的观点，从下面两个角度考虑：

• reliance on technology leads to dependency; we come to rely on problem-solving technologies to such a degree that when they fail, we are in worse shape than if we didn't have them in the first place

• everyday technologies such as calculators and cash registers have decreased our ability to perform simple calculations, a "use it or lose it" approach to thinking ability

第一，依靠技术解决问题会导致依赖。我们习惯依靠技术解决问题，导致我们依赖技术，也就是说没有技术我们无法解决问题。每当遇到技术出现障碍的时候，我们就无法解决问题，还不如曾经没有技术。

第二，因为有了技术导致很多日常生活中的简单思考能力下降了。比如：现在因为有了计算器我们的口算能力不如以前了。这种例子非常之多，还可以罗列许多，比如有了导航我们认路的能力下降了，有了计算机绘图软件我们自己的绘图能力下降了，有了空间图形处理软件我们的空间思考能力下降了，有了word软件中的纠正功能我们的单词拼写能力和基本的语法能力下降了，这些例子都能解释。

当然，我们也可以完全反对issue中的观点，可以认为随着我们越来越多地依靠科学技术解决问题，反而提高了我们的思考能力。可以从下面几个角度考虑：

• developing, implementing, and using technology requires problem-solving

• technology frees us from mundane problem-solving (e.g., calculations), and allows us to engage in more complex thinking

• technology provides access to information otherwise unavailable

• technology connects people at a distance and allows them to share ideas

• technology is dependent on the human ability to think and make choices (every implementation of and advance in technology is driven by human intelligence and decision making)

第一，其实发展、完成和使用技术就需要解决问题的能力。这一点很好理解，如果没有大量程序员解决问题的思考能力，就不会有word和Windows等系统，没有思考我们根本不可能完成很多比如导航之类的设备研发，没有解决问题的能力很多软件摆在我们面前我们都不知道如何使用。所以，用科学技术产品本身就需要一定的解决问题的能力的。

第二，科学技术把我们从繁复的诸如计算之类的简单思考中解放出来，从而使我们有更多的精力去考虑一些更为复杂的问题。有了大型计算机，人们不用考虑单调枯燥的计算，于是可以做航天和天文预测，可以做三维建模解决实际问题，这些问题更为复杂，更需要人的思考能力。原本要进行的复杂运算的时间可以腾出来思考这些更有价值的问题，所以我们的思考能力实际上是提高了。

第三，科学技术提供了很多原本无法获得的资源和信息。原来科学技术不发达，没有网络和数据库资源，所以人们很多时间都花在搜索资料上，如今有了网络之后，搜索资料非常迅速，来源也非常丰富，这让人们有了更多的时间去思考。

第四，技术能让远距离的人们交流，从而分享观点。网络技术让人和人之间的交流更为简便和容易，所以各地的科学家可以很快交流观点、考虑别人的观点、提出新观点，所以人们的思考能力也在不断提高。

第五，科学技术最终也是要依靠人来作出最终的决策。没有任何技术会自动完成，所以正是有了人的思考、人的智慧、人的决策，才有了技术的发展。所以，技术的使用意味着人不断地在思考，人的思考能力也在提高。




同时，我们可以采取折中的观点。有些思考能力的确因为技术而降低了，当然另外的一些思考能力(很有可能这些能力更重要)提高了。我们要很好地区分，有些能力，比如基本的数据保存、计算、整理资料等这种基本的能力的确下降了，但是有些更重要的能力，比如复杂的思考和解决问题的能力很有可能因为技术而提升了。同时，考生可以用历史、哲学、社会科学方面的例子，甚至自己的个人经历(ETS从来都没有认为个人经历没有说服力，事实上他们同样有效)来证明自己的观点。如果更深入地思考这个问题，我们发现依靠科学技术本身到底是有利还是有害是由使用技术的人或社会决定的，只有那些开发技术的人的思考能力提高了，比如高科技工作者，大众的思考能力实际上是下降的。

最后在此强调，不要只是罗列笼统的例子，而忽略了对例子的具体分析。也不要把题干反复说来说去，永远记住让你得分的关键是你是否有能力根据题干和具体性指令具体地说清楚一个观点，并且用相关的例子和理由有效证明你的观点。切记要具体分析，而不要抽象表达。

下面是ETS给出的评分样文和ETS的点评，考生务必认真阅读，笔者对于6分的文章进行了简单的分析，对所有的ETS评价也作出了一些分析。但是要特别注意的是，这篇6分的文章在某些方面可能与后面我们讨论的思维方法有些地方不是完全一样的，这是很正常的，一种方法获得高分，不意味着其他方法就没法获得高分。GRE分析性写作是形式多元的，这意味着很多方式都可以获得GRE高分。


Score 6 Response




The statement linking technology negatively with free thinking plays on recent human experience over the past century. Surely there has been no time in history where the lived lives of people have changed more dramatically. A quick reflection on a typical day reveals how technology has revolutionized the world. Most people commute to work in an automobile that runs on an internal combustion engine. During the workday, chances are high that the employee will interact with a computer that processes information on silicon bridges that are .09 microns wide. Upon leaving home, family members will be reached through wireless networks that utilize satellites orbiting the earth. Each of these common occurences would have been inconceivable at the turn of the 19th century.

这是文章第一段。作为introduction段落，作者首先陈述issue的立场，过去一个世纪里人们所经历的事验证了一个说法，那就是科技阻碍了人们独立思考的能力。然后让步(surely)，技术产生了对人类前所未有的变化，然后细节排比三个(automobile, computer, network)，细节证明技术变革了世界。

The statement attempts to bridge these dramatic changes to a reduction in the ability for humans to think for themselves. The assumption is that an increased reliance on technology negates the need for people to think creatively to solve previous quandaries. Looking back at the introduction, one could argue that without a car, computer, or mobile phone, the hypothetical worker would need to find alternate methods of transport, information processing, and communication. Technology short circuits this thinking by making the problems obsolete.

第二段。提出issue作者观点(技术减少人们的思考)的前提条件：由于越来越多地依靠技术，人们就不需要思考了。通过第一段的例子，没有car、computer和mobile phone人们可以找到其他的替代方法。而技术的发明使得人们现在不再想这个问题了。(从这个角度来说，issue的作者说得有一定的道理。)

However, this reliance on technology does not necessarily preclude the creativity that marks the human species. The prior examples reveal that technology allows for convenience. The car, computer, and phone all release additional time for people to live more efficiently. This efficiency does not preclude the need for humans to think for themselves. In fact, technology frees humanity to not only tackle new problems, but may itself create new issues that did not exist without technology. For example, the proliferation of automobiles has introduced a need for fuel conservation on a global scale. With increasing energy demands from emerging markets, global warming becomes a concern inconceivable to the horse-and-buggy generation. Likewise dependence on oil has created nation-states that are not dependent on taxation, allowing ruling parties to oppress minority groups such as women. Solutions to these complex problems require the unfettered imaginations of maverick scientists and politicians.




第三段是转折段落，也就是要反对题目观点了。作者提出自己的观点：依靠科学技术不一定让人类没有创造性思考。还是用前面的三个例子，那些发明让人们的生活效率提高了，人们有更多时间思考别的东西，思考随之而来带来更多的新问题，这些问题是科学技术出现以前没有的。(这个观点非常的critical, 也是文章的亮点，考虑得非常深入。)下面举例证明：第一个例子：汽车产生化石燃料和大气变暖问题；第二个例子：对石油的依赖产生了单一民族国家，这必将会压制少数群体。所以最后作者总结：解决这些新问题需要科学家和政治家(正好两个例子)的想象力和思考。

In contrast to the statement, we can even see how technology frees the human imagination. Consider how the digital revolution and the advent of the Internet has allowed for an unprecedented exchange of ideas. WebMD, a popular Internet portal for medical information, permits patients to self research symptoms for a more informed doctor visit. This exercise opens pathways of thinking that were previously closed off to the medical layman. With increased interdisciplinary interactions, inspiration can arrive from the most surprising corners. Jeffrey Sachs, one of the architects of the UN Millenium Development Goals, based his ideas on emergency care triage techniques. The unlikely marriage of economics and medicine has healed tense, hyperinflation environments from South America to Eastern Europe.

第四段。技术如何解放人们的想象力。第一个例子：数字技术和网络促进了思想的交流，WebMD让病人自己先研究症状，这也需要思考。第二个例子：Jeffrey Sachs的紧急护理分流技术把经济学和医学结合起来，用于解决恶性膨胀的环境问题。(这两个例子本质是一样的：技术问题能让我们人类有更多的思考空间。)

This last example provides the most hope in how technology actually provides hope to the future of humanity. By increasing our reliance on technology, impossible goals can now be achieved. Consider how the late 20th century witnessed the complete elimination of smallpox. This disease had ravaged the human race since prehistorical days, and yet with the technology of vaccines, free thinking humans dared to imagine a world free of smallpox. Using technology, battle plans were drawn out, and smallpox was systematically targeted and eradicated.

第五段用例子证明技术给人类未来提供了希望。(这一点也是比较深刻的观点。)科学技术使得不可能的目标现在可以实现。例子：天花在20世纪消除。正是有了科学技术，人们才有可能想办法想象一个没有天花的世界，最终努力根除。

Technology will always mark the human experience, from the discovery of fire to the implementation of nanotechnology. Given the history of the human race, there will be no limit to the number of problems, both new and old, for us to tackle. There is no need to retreat to a Luddite attitude to new things, but rather embrace a hopeful posture to the possibilities that technology provides for new avenues of human imagination.

第六段是总结段。科学技术影响人类生活，虽然有问题不断出现，但是依靠思考和想象，我们依然可以不断解决这些问题。

以上是6分的文章全文。有批判性思考和深入的分析，下面给出这篇文章的提纲：





[image: 002.png]





建议考生在看完范文之后，把文章的逻辑图画出来，这样有利于更加透彻和清楚地梳理文章的结构和脉络。最重要的是，还能还原作者的思维过程。俗话说，“不识庐山真面目，只缘身在此山中”，所以要想看清楚全文的思路，就要跳出文章，做出逻辑图。


Reader Commentary




The author of this essay stakes out a clear and insightful position on the issue and follows the specific instructions by discussing ways in which the statement might or might not hold true, using specific reasons and examples to support that position. The essay cogently argues that technology does not decrease our ability to think for ourselves. It merely provides "additional time for people to live more efficiently."In fact, the problems that have developed alongside the growth of technology (pollution, political unrest in oil producing nations) actually call for more creative thinking, not less. In further examples, the essay shows how technology allows for the linking of ideas that may never have been connected in the past (like medicine and economic models), pushing people to think in new ways. Examples are persuasive and fully developed; reasoning is logically sound and well-supported.

Ideas in the essay are connected logically, with effective transitions used both between paragraphs ("However", or "In contrast to the statement") and within paragraphs. Sentence structure is varied and complex, and the essay clearly demonstrates facility with the "conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, usage, and mechanics)"，with only minor errors appearing. Thus, this essay meets all the requirements for receiving a top score, a 6.

这是ETS对于6分文章的点评。作者根据具体指令提出了清晰而又深刻的立场，并且讨论了这个issue合理或者不合理的具体方面，还能用具体的理由和例子去证明他的观点。作者有效地证明了科学技术的使用没有降低我们的思考能力。作者简单地提出科学技术怎么让生活更有效，然后提出伴随技术产生的问题让人们更多地思考，而不是更少地思考。在后来的例子中，作者也说明了技术能够产生以前没有的观点之间的联系，使得人们用全新的方式思考问题。这些例子非常具有说服力，发展充分。理由也是逻辑上合理，很好地支撑了观点。文章的观点有逻辑地连接在一起，有效地运用了段落间的连接词(比如“However”，“In contrast to the statement”)。句子结构多样而复杂，熟练运用了正式书面语的表达，只是偶尔有一些小问题。所以，这篇文章达到了6分的所有要求。




下面是一篇5分的文章，一样比较优秀，也是考生需要学习的例子。但是需要一边阅读文章，一边做好笔记，如果能够列出类似上面6分文章的大纲示意图，就非常好了。


Score 5 Response




Surely many of us have expressed the following sentiment, or some variation on it, during our daily commutes to work: "People are getting so stupid these days!" Surrounded as we are by striding and strident automatons with cell phones glued to their ears, PDA's gripped in their palms, and omniscient, omnipresent CNN gleaming in their eyeballs, it's tempting to believe that technology has isolated and infantilized us, essentally transforming us into dependent, conformist morons best equipped to sideswip one another in our SUV's. Furthermore, hanging around with the younger, pre-commute generation, whom tech-savviness seems to have rendered lethal, is even less reassuring. With "Teen People" style trends shooting through the air from tiger-striped PDA to zebra-striped PDA, and with the latest starlet gossip zipping from juicy Blackberry to teeny, turbo-charged cell phone, technology seems to support young people's worst tendencies to follow the crowd. Indeed, they have seemingly evolved into intergalactic conformity police. After all, today's tech-aided teens are, courtesy of authentic, hands-on video games, literally trained to kill; courtesy of chat and instant text messaging, they have their own language; they even have tiny cameras to efficiently photodocument your fashion blunders! Is this adolescence, or paparazzi terrorist training camp?

With all this evidence, it's easy to believe that tech trends and the incorporation of technological wizardry into our everyday lives have served mostly to enforce conformity, promote dependence, heighten comsumerism and materialism, and generally create a culture that values self-absorption and personal entitlement over cooperation and collaboration. However, I argue that we are merely in the inchoate stages of learning to live with technology while still loving one another. After all, even given the examples provided earlier in this essay, it seems clear that technology hasn't impaired our thinking and problem-solving capacities. Certainly it has incapacitated our behavior and manners; certainly our values have taken a severe blow. However, we are inarguably more efficient in our badness these days. We're effective worker bees of ineffectiveness!

If technology has so increased our senses of self-efficacy that we can become veritable agents of the awful, virtual CEO's of selfishness, certainly it can be beneficial. Harnessed correctly, technology can improve our ability to think and act for ourselves. The first challenge is to figure out how to provide technology users with some direly-needed direction.

这篇文章的逻辑思路也比较清楚，请画出这篇文章的逻辑图：

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Reader Commentary




The language of this essay clearly illustrates both its strengths and weaknesses. The flowery and sometimes uncannily keen descriptions are often used to powerful effect, but at other times, this descriptive language results in errors in syntax. See, for example, the problems of parallelism in the second to last sentence of paragraph 2 ("After all, today's tech-aided teens...").

There is consistent evidence of facility with syntax and complex vocabulary ("Surrounded as we are by striding and strident automatons with cell phones glued to their ears, PDA's gripped in their palms, and omniscient, omnipresent CNN gleaming in their eyeballs, it's tempting to believe..."). Such lucid prose, however, is often countered with an over-reliance upon abstractions and tangential reasoning (what does the fact that video games "literally train [teens] to kill" have to do with the use or deterioration of thinking abilities, for example?).




Because this essay takes a complex approach to the issue (arguing, in effect, that technology neither enhances nor reduces our ability to think for ourselves, but can be used to do one or the other depending on the user) and because the author makes use of "appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety", a score of 5 is appropriate.

这是ETS的评论。这篇文章的观点非常清楚。既说出了技术的优点，也说出了缺点。花哨，甚至是过于敏锐的描述有时候的确有一定的力度，但是在其他的情况下，这种描述性的语言会导致语言的结构错误，比如第二段的平行错误 (“After all, today's tech-aided teens...”)。在此笔者再次强调，不要因为纠结的语言而牺牲了表达的清楚和流畅。

文章对于句子结构和复杂的用词还是有一定的掌控力的，比如“Surrounded as we are by striding and strident automatons with cell phones glued to their ears, PDA's gripped in their palms, and omniscient, omnipresent CNN gleaming in their eyeballs, it's tempting to believe...”这种清晰的描述往往又和抽象的推理形成矛盾(视频游戏和思考能力下降究竟有什么关系呢? )。

这篇文章的作者还是能考虑到这个问题的复杂性(arguing, in effect, that technology neither enhances nor reduces our ability to think for ourselves, but can be used to do one or the other depending on the user)，并且也能够运用词汇和句子的多样性，所以按照评分标准能够获得5分。

下面从4分的文章开始，在此不再作细节分析，我们重点看这些文章的问题何在。


Score 4 Response




In all actuality, I think it is more probable that our bodies will surely deteriorate long before our minds do in any significant amount. Who can't say that technology has made us lazier, but that's the key word, lazy, not stupid. The ever increasing amount of technology that we incorporate into our daily lives makes people think and learn every day, possibly more than ever before. Our abilities to think, learn, philosophize, etc. may even reach limits never dreamed of before by average people. Using technology to solve problems will continue to help us realize our potential as a human race.

If you think about it, using technology to solve more complicating problems gives humans a chance to expand their thinking and learning, opening up whole new worlds for many people. Many of these people are glad for the chance to expand their horizons by learning more, going to new places, and trying new things. If it wasn't for the invention of new technological devices, I wouldn't be sitting at this computer trying to philosophize about technology. It would be extremely hard for children in much poorer countries to learn and think for themselves without the invention of the Internet. Think what an impact the printing press, a technologically superior machine at the time, had on the ability of the human race to learn and think.

Right now we are seeing a golden age of technology, using it all the time during our everyday lives. When we get up there's instant coffee and the microwave and all these great things that help us get ready for our day. But we aren't allowing our minds to deteriorate by using them, we are only making things easier for ourselves and saving time for other important things in our days. Going off to school or work in our cars instead of a horse and buggy. Think of the brain power and genius that was used to come up with that single invention that has changed the way we move across this globe.

Using technology to solve our continually more complicated problems as a human race is definately a good thing. Our ability to think for ourselves isn't deteriorating, it's continuing to grow, moving on to higher though functions and more ingenious ideas. The ability to use what technology we have is an example.


Reader Commentary




This essay meets all the criteria of a 4-level essay. The writer develops a clear position ("Using technology to solve problems will continue to help us realize our potential as a human race"). The position is then developed with relevant reasons ("using technology to solve more complicat[ed] problems gives humans a chance to expand their thinking and learning..." and "we are seeing a golden age of technology"). Point 1, "Using technology", is supported with the simple, but relevant notions that technology allows us access to information and abilities to which we would not normally have access. Similarly, point 2, "the golden age," is supported by the basic description of our technologically saturated social condition. Though the development and organization of the essay does suffer from an occasional misstep (see paragraph 3's abrupt progression from coffee pots to the benefits of technology to cars), the essay as a whole flows smoothly and logically from one idea to the next.




It is useful to compare this essay to the 3 level essay presented next. Though they both utilize some very superficial discussion and often fail to probe deeply into the issue, this writer does, however, take the analysis a step further. In paragraph 2, the distinction between this essay and the next one (the 3 level response) can most clearly be seen. To support the notion that advances in technology actually help increase thinking ability, the writer draws a clever parallel between the promise of modern, sophisticated technology (computer) and the equally substantial/pervasive technology of the past (printing press).

Like the analysis, the language in this essay clearly meets the requirements for a score of 4. The writer displays sufficient control of language and the conventions of standard written English. The preponderance of mistakes are of a cosmetic nature ("using technology to solve more complicating problems"). There is a sentence fragment ("Going off...") along with a comma splice ("Our ability...isn't deteriorating, it's continuing to grow...") in paragraph 4. These errors, though, are minor and do not interfere with the clarity of the ideas being presented.

以上是ETS对于这篇4分文章的评论，笔者在此作一些归纳和分析。首先观点要清楚明了 (“Using technology to solve problems will continue to help us realize our potential as a human race”)，并且有一定的论证过程 ("using technology to solve more complicat[ed] problems gives humans a chance to expand their thinking and learning..." and "we are seeing a golden age of technology")。第一个分论点“Using technology”用了信息获取的例子得以证明，例子简单但是相关。第二个分论点“the golden age”也通过简单的描述得以证明。虽然有些地方不是非常连贯，但是整体而言还是流畅地表达了观点。

和下面3分的文章比起来，这篇文章在论证上比较肤浅。同样，与6分、5分的文章相比，很明显，在论证上观点的表达不够深入，讨论得比较表象。但是4分的文章比3分的文章好就好在：本文第二段在证明技术进展增加人们的思考能力的时候，作者把今天的计算机和曾经的印刷进行了一个平行比较，也就是在论证方法上更胜一筹。由此可见，论证的策略是能够让考生从3分一跃到4分的。但是如果分析得再深入一点，不浮在表面，就有可能再次上升成为5分的文章了。

这篇文章的语言也是4分的水平。语言控制力足够，也有书面语意识，但是出现了不少错误。很多错误都来自于过分地修饰 (“using technology to solve more complicating problems”)。也有句子不完整的现象 (“Going off ...”)，甚至出现了严重的语法错误：一个句子出现两个谓语动词(第四段中的“Our ability...isn't deteriorating, it's continuing to grow...”)。但这些错误比较小，同时也不影响文章意思的表达。

4分文章的整体特征就是语法错误比较多，但是文章依然能够读懂。观点清楚而且有论证，但是论证过程比较浅，尽管有一些发展策略和论证手段。


Score 3 Response




There is no current proof that advancing technology will deteriorate the ability of humans to think. On the contrary, advancements in technology had advanced our vast knowledge in many fields, opening opportunities for further understanding and achievement. For example, the problem of dibilitating illnesses and diseases such as alzheimer's disease is slowing being solved by the technological advancements in stem cell research. The future ability of growing new brain cells and the possibility to reverse the onset of alzheimer's is now becoming a reality. This shows our initiative as humans to better our health demonstrates greater ability of humans to think.




One aspect where the ability of humans may initially be seen as an example of deteriorating minds is the use of Internet and cell phones. In the past humans had to seek out information in many different enviroments and aspects of life. Now humans can sit in a chair and type anything into a computer and get an answer. Our reliance on this type of technology can be detrimental if not regulated and regularily substituted for other information sources such as human interactions and hands on learning. I think if humans understand that we should not have such a reliance on computer technology, that we as a species will advance further by utilizing the opportunity of computer technology as well as the other sources of information outside of a computer. Supplementing our knowledge with Internet access is surely a way for technology to solve problems while continually advancing the human race.


Reader Commentary




This essay never moves beyond a superficial discussion of the issue. The writer attempts to develop two points: that advancements in technology have progressed our knowledge in many fields and that supplementing rather than relying on technology is "surely a way for technology to solve problems while continually advancing the human race." Each point, then, is developed with relevant but insufficient evidence. In discussing the ability of technology to advance knowledge in many fields (a broad subject rife with possible examples), the writer uses only one limited and very brief example from a specific field (medicine and stem-cell research).

Development of the second point is hindered by a lack of specificity and organization. The writer creates what might most be comparable to an outline. The writer cites a need for regulation/supplementation and warns of the detriment of over-reliance upon technology. However, the explanation of both the problem and the solution is vague and limited ("Our reliance...can be detrimental...If humans understand that we should not have such a reliance...we will advance further"). There is neither explanation of consequences nor clarification of what is meant by "supplementing". This second paragraph is a series of generalizations, which are loosely connected and lack a much needed grounding.

In the essay, there are some minor language errors and a few more serious flaws (e.g., "The future ability of growing new brain cells" or "One aspect where the ability of humans may initially be seen as an example of deteriorating minds..."). Despite the accumulation of such flaws, though, meaning is generally clear. This essay earns a score of 3, then, primarily for its limited development.

这是3分文章的点评。其实这篇文章已经到了非常差的境界了，观点、论证和语言都不足。首先这篇文章一直都在肤浅地重复题目本身，作者试图从两个角度分析：技术增加了我们的知识；增加而不是依赖技术能帮助我们解决更多的问题，从而促进人类发展。每个观点作者虽然也提出了论据，并且和观点是相关的，但是非常有限，不深入。在证明技术能够扩充我们的知识领域的时候，作者仅用了一个领域(medicine and stem-cell research)，显然他的观点根本没有得到证实。

第二段的发展既没有细节又没有逻辑。这个部分就类似一个提纲没有展开得很好，作者提出了需要管制和补充技术，也要求不要过多依赖技术，然而对于这两个问题的解决和解释都是含糊其辞的，论证极其有限 (“Our reliance...can be detrimental...If humans understand that we should not have such a reliance...we will advance further”)。既没有结果的解释，又没有对supplementing的解释。第二段只是一些抽象观点的汇集，连接松散，也没有一个论证的基础。




有一些小的语言错误，同时有一些严重的语言错误 ("The future ability of growing new brain cells" or "One aspect where the ability of humans may initially be seen as an example of deteriorating minds...")，但是文章的整体意思还是比较清晰的。这篇文章得3分最主要的原因是因为论证非常有限，没有很好地发展。


Score 2 Response




In recent centuries, humans have developed the technology very rapidly, and you may accept some merit of it, and you may see a distortion in society occured by it. To be lazy for human in some meaning is one of the fashion issues in thesedays. There are many symptoms and resons of it. However, I can not agree with the statement that the technology make humans to be reluctant to thinkng thoroughly.

Of course, you can see the phenomena of human laziness along with developed technology in some place. However, they would happen in specific condition, not general. What makes human to be laze of thinking is not merely technology, but the the tendency of human that they treat them as a magic stick and a black box. Not understanding the aims and theory of them couses the disapproval problems.

The most important thing to use the thechnology, regardless the new or old, is to comprehend the fundamental idea of them, and to adapt suit tech to tasks in need. Even if you recognize a method as a all-mighty and it is extremely over-spec to your needs, you can not see the result you want. In this procedure, humans have to consider as long as possible to acquire adequate functions. Therefore, humans can not escape from using their brain.

In addition, the technology as it is do not vain automatically, the is created by humans. Thus, the more developed tech and the more you want a convenient life, the more you think and emmit your creativity to breakthrough some banal method sarcastically.

Consequently, if you are not passive to the new tech, but offensive to it, you would not lose your ability to think deeply. Furthermore, you may improve the ability by adopting it.


Reader Commentary




The language of this essay is what most clearly links it to the score point of 2. Amidst sporadic moments of clarity, this essay is marred by serious errors in grammar, usage and mechanics that often interfere with meaning. It is unclear what the writer means when he/she states, "To be lazy for human in some meaning is one of the fashion issues in thesedays," or "...to adapt suit tech to tasks in need." Despite such severe flaws, the writer has made an obvious attempt to respond to the prompt ("I can not agree with the statement that the technology make humans to be reluctant to thinking thoroughly") as well as an unclear attempt to support such an assertion ("Not understanding the aims and theory of them[technology] couses the disapproval problems" and "The most important thing to use the thechnology...is to comprehend the fundamental idea of them"). Holistically, the essay displays a seriously flawed but not fundamentally deficient attempt to develop and support its claims.

(Note: In this SPECIFIC case, the analysis is tied directly to the language. As the language falters, so too does the analysis.)

这是2分文章的评论。语言方面是典型的2分标准，偶尔有些零星的片段是表达清楚的，但是绝大部分内容都存在语法、语言应用、标点符号方面的严重错误，这些错误往往影响意思的传达。实际上我们很难读懂作者到底想说什么，“To be lazy for human in some meaning is one of the fashion issues in thesedays,”or“...to adapt suit tech to tasks in need.”这种句子是根本没有办法理解的。虽然有这么多严重的语言错误，但是作者还是试图去回答问题 (“I can not agree with the statement that the technology make humans to be reluctant to thinking thoroughly”)，非常不清楚地去证明自己的观点，(“Not understanding the aims and theory of them [technology] couses the disapproval problems”and“The most important thing to use the thechnology...is to comprehend the fundamental idea of them”)。从整体而言，这篇文章错误严重，但不是根本没有发展观点的能力，只是这个能力非常微弱罢了。





Score 1 Response




Humans have invented machines but they have forgot it and have started everything technically so clearly their thinking process is deterioating.


Reader Commentary




The essay is clearly on topic, as evidenced by the writer's usage of the more significant terms from the prompt: "technically" (technologically), "humans", "thinking" (think) and "deterioating" (deteriorate). Such usage is the only clear evidence of understanding. Meaning aside, the brevity of the essay (1 sentence) clearly indicates the writer's inability to develop a response that addresses the specific instructions given ("Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement above and explain your reasoning for the position you take").

The language, too, is clearly 1-level, as the sentence fails to achieve coherence. The coherent phrases in this one-sentence response are those tied to the prompt: "Humans have invented machines" and "their thinking process is deterioating." Otherwise, the point being made is unclear.

这是1分的文章，这篇文章还是关于题目的，通过作者的用词看得出来，“technically”(technologically)，“humans”，“thinking”(think) and“deterioating”(deteriorate)，这些都是题干中的词汇，说明作者读懂了题目。这篇文章过于简洁，就一句话，明显看得出来作者没有能力去提出和发展自己的观点。

以上就是对于评分标准和官方样文、评论的解读，希望考生认真阅读和体会，可能读一遍是不够的，希望多分析、多挖掘自己写作中的问题，保证自己的文章不低于4分。下面我们做一个练习，请考生转换一下自己的身份，假设自己是ETS的阅卷者，通过上面的学习和理解，请就下面的文章给出自己的分数，这些文章都是中国GRE考生写出来的文章，水平不一，希望通过这个练习，你能够更清楚地理解评分标准。事实上，ETS官方训练自己的阅卷员也是类似的方法，因为只有这样的训练才能让你更好地理解标准。(文章没有做任何改动)


练习一




评分练习。根据上面的标准和范例，就下面每一篇文章给出合适的分数。


1. Claim: Many problems of modern society cannot be solved by laws and the legal system.



　Reason: Laws cannot change what is in people's hearts or minds.





正文




As time goes by the development of our society, more and more laws and the legal systems surround our daily life and limit our activities. When is comes to the value of varieties of the law, one may say that it is not a wonderful method for societies to solve all the problems by legislating, because that there are something complicated inside people's hearts cannot be changed by laws. It is true that there are lots of criminal event that are result from the imperfections of human nature such as exacerbation, depravation, or reaping without sowing. The laws, however, is still plays an important role when it bind our mind with a prescription.

There are lots of original thoughts deep in our mind, jealousy, for example, which is sometimes dominates our behavior to do some bad things to hurt others'or even country's benefits. And it is so deeply lives in our mind that it is difficult to be changed by a simple method. When it was in prehistoric period, there are no laws or rules which limit what a people should do or should not do.? Full of homicide and libido, the ancient society is on the control of human nature until the initial law is established to tell a certain person what is legal and how to active in legal. The law may not change the original appetence in people's minds, but is a good beginning to restrict what people do. For instance, when a person is extremely angered by another men and were attempt to kill him, the law of forbidding the murder and would punished the people who had killed others would remind he not to do it any more. So we can maintain the basic social system by proscribing some rules and evoking them into a legal system.




Besides, we can develop a lasting principle of right and wrong by the legal system. Long time of obeying the laws can lead the people into a world with the true, the good, and the beautiful, because the human activities are guided by sense of right and wrong. The principle mediates the whole society with a consisted moral outlook. The labour legislation, for example, revises the relationship between labors and employers, and demonstrates that labour is valuable and there is no possible to reap without sowing.

Some opponent would argue that the principle of the society can not put an end of crime so the laws is not solving the society problems but only giving a literal ideology of not to be evils. And claim that there are too much foxiness in many fields, especially in the business, that take advantage of the loopholes in the law to amass a great fortune. They even cite that most business man do not feather their nest by cheating or bribing is not because they are not willing to do so, but afraid of been punished by law. It is true that the law cannot do everything for human beings to put an end of all wickedness, but it still works and keeps our world from depravations. Without the legal system, there are no businesses any more. Indeed, the society system will not exist, either.

In sum, even though laws or legal system can not easily change one's mind, but it let a society builds a moral standard. With this standard, we human beings would change slowly whit the subrogation of generations. As a result, the low which limited the behavior of individual would finally set a complete ethical as well as law sense in people's heart.
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2. "Most people choose a career on the basis of such pragmatic considerations as the needs of the economy, the relative ease of finding a job, and the salary they can expect to make. Hardly anyone is free to choose a career based on his or her natural talents or interest in a particular kind of work."





正文




The speaker unfairly asserts that people usually cannot choose their talents or interest in a specific work base on the pragmatic considerations. While in my view, which consideration should take precedence should be determined on a case-by-case basis.

When it comes to obligation, I concede that interest should give way to pragmatic. Obligation, as far as I am concerning, is a man accommodates his parents, a father fosters his descendants, a husband protects his wife. In the file "The Pursuit of Happiness", Will Smith loses his occupation, driven out by his landlord, and even cannot accommodate his son. He comes to his low ebb in his life, but father's obligation makes he realizes that to afford his son's expense, he needs to find a job, no matter how hard he job is. In the novel "Romance of three kingdoms", an official in Shu government choose to work for his opponent—Wei government, to make sure his mother's life. Thus, when it comes to talk about obligation, or other universal values, individual desire should be inferior.




In considering the term of development, I think interest and pragmatic should not be mutually exclusive. Sometimes, the selection of a career based on our talent or interest often led to a big success. People who follows with his curiosity usually takes more time on his hobby or genius, which enhances ones skills and abilities to a great extent get their dream realize easily. In Japan, interest is one of the major principles of education. Teachers often give the value that interest is a life-long important thing and nobody would discriminated by his or her career. For example, T.J Johnson, a famous Kung Fu master, was ever disabled in a competition and who lose his left arm in that incidence. It's seems that the career of Kung Fu would be suspended, but his interest makes T.J Johnson have the courage and determination to continue this career and one to be a respected celebrity. On the other hand, in the way of utilitarian career, we can foster a new interest or find another talent. I would like to site my father's story as an illustration. When my father was young, he chooses to be a seller to make money as the original purpose and always busy running about his career. But he thinks selling is very funny after he got many experience about selling. So, sometimes interest can be fostered by career.

Finally, taken the article consideration, admittedly, masterpiece containing a profound foresight often cannot be understood by common people. Idiosyncratic artists are easily be submitted by the realist presume. But the profound work which gives a deeper inspiration is more meaningful for humankind. It is a great social responsibility to leave masterpiece to our currency world.

In sum, when it comes to family obligation ,we should make sure our family be security: when it comes to development, we could better make a reconciliation between them; when it comes to social responsibility, we would better dedicate ourselves to our society.
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3. No field of study can advance significantly unless it incorporates knowledge and experience from outside that field.





正文




The speaker claims that every field of study has to incorporate outside knowledge and experience in order to advance. I largely agree with her position, because nowadays improvements in most fields, whether natural sciences, humanity and arts, or engineering, are the results of influence from a mixture of disciplines. However, one shall be careful not to carry the assertion to the extreme, since there still are a couple of exceptions, such as theoretical mathematics and logic.

For starter, in the natural sciences, biology, chemistry, and physics are just different levels of explanation of the same empirical world. Given their common objects of concern and similar methodology, namely, the scientific method, they are expected to overlap and interact. For example, in order to fully study the creature bats, biologists obviously have to figure out all the neuro, circulation, and dynamic systems. But to fully account for how each system works, the biologists have to resort to knowledge from chemistry to explain, for example, how the red cells carry oxygen. Finally, one most notable feature of the bats, viz. their ability to discover prey without seeing, can be explained only by learning how ultrasonic waves transmit, which is under the realm of physics.

Similarly, in the study of humanity, philosophy, history, and language study are intertwined. One example of their interaction is the study of Platonism in which the latter two provide means to study the philosophy of Plato. First of all, the original scripts of Plato's Dialogues were in ancient Greek. To accurately interpret his thoughts, one has to either know the language or find reliable English translation. Second, his writing appeared under the historical context of both democracy and slavery. Only after understanding the dilemmatic context can one realize the real concerns of Plato. Finally and apparently, the ultimate job of explaining Platonism lies upon the shoulders of philosophers.




The more astonishing interaction comes in the field of engineering, where the completion of each project relies on experiences from a variety of academic fields, and not just that, but also the influence from outside the entire academic world. One notable example is the construction of the Three Gorges Dam. Initially to calculate how the dam could possibly utilize hydraulic power, the decision maker has to hear advice from physicists of electromagnetism and dynamics. To build the dam, experts of construction engineering is apparently indispensible. However, the construction can change the whole eco-system along the Yangtze River. Therefore, the advice of ecologists and biologists has to be heard in order to prevent environmental disaster. Furthermore, the dam will cause the water level to rise which will in turn submerge a lot of the upstream historical sites. Consequently, archaeologists are involved to minimize damage. Ultimately, after evaluating the pros and cons, it has to be the politicians that make the decision. But wait! What is the pro? The dam can generate enormous amount of power which makes this construction extremely cost-effective, a conclusion reached by the economists.

So far, I have demonstrated that advances in many current fields require outside knowledge and experience. However, the claim shall not be carried to the extreme. One exception comes from the area of theoretic mathematics and logic. Given their reflective nature, their theories and axioms do not rely on the empirical world to be true. Even though all natural sciences and most social sciences nowadays rely somewhat on math and logic, the relation is not reciprocal. One may argue that mathematicians and logicians still use computer software to operate, but this does not have to be the case. In principle, the deduction of many mathematical formulas and logical systems is derivable with just a pencil and some pieces of paper.

In conclusion, although a few cases in math and logic do show exceptions in the claim, still it is inarguable that most current fields of study rely heavily on outside knowledge and experience in order to advance and prosper.

练习二

评分练习。以下六篇文章是ETS公布的1分、2分、3分、4分、5分、6分的文章，根据前面的评分标准和范

例，就每一篇文章给出合适的分数。


题目




The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

第一篇

I absolutely agree with the first section of the statement above, but find fault with the latter half.

There is no doubt that praising positive actions is an excellent way to teach, and this method is most clearly exemplified when dealing with much younger children. When a young child is learning basic social behavior, it is imperative that he is encouraged to repeat positive actions. For example, when a child voluntarily shares his toys with another, if a teacher rewards that behavior, the child will understand that this is a good practice, and likely share again in the future.




In contrast, if a child displays negative behavior by stealing a toy away from his playmate, it would be very dangerous for the teacher to ignore this action, for then the child may never recognize that this is unacceptable. In this instance, the child has not learned from the situation at all. So what should a teacher do when faced with such a situation? Punishment is not necessarily the optimal choice, either. Rather than scolding a child for mistreating his playmates and sending him off to a corner, a teacher would be wise to demonstrate the positive alternative: to share his toys instead. In this case, rather than ignoring or punishing negative actions, the teacher could seize the opportunity to reinforce positive behavior, and further extend the child's learning experience.

In summary, positive reinforcement is certainly an excellent method for teaching new methods or behaviors, and encouraging a student to learn more. However to ignore, rather than recognize and correct negative actions, would be a disservice to the student, for he would not know what conclusion to draw from his action.
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第二篇




I don't agree with this afirmation, because I think is very important to praise positive actions but also is important to sign the negative ones, in some situations acording to the students level, grade, etc., could be better to put more emphasis in the positive things and if not ignore all the negative ones, do not give so much importance to them, this is particulary important in the lowest levels of education.

But in another situations you must sign the negative things, trying to avoid that the students can repeat them in the future, because I think you can also learn from the negative situations.

For this reason I believe that is important to praise positive actions but is also important no to ignore the negative ones, because in a given situation the student can have troubles recongnising what is right and what is wrong. And finally as a conclusion I think that the best way to teach is combination of praise positive things but also to sign the negative ones.
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第三篇




I partially agree with the statement "The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones". Children should be rewarded when they perform well; however, they should not be ignored for performing sub-optimally. For purposes of this essay, the term "actions" is defined as behaviors within the classroom.

Utilizing positive reinforcements, such as tangible rewards, can be a good method to teach children. If the teacher praises children for actions that are desirable, then the children are more likely to repeat those actions. For example, a student who completes an assignment on time and does a good job is likely to want to do a good job on the next assignment if he gets positive feedback. Likewise, the children who are not currently engaging in the desirable actions may be more inclined to do so in order to recieve the positive reinforcement.

Conversely, children should not be ignored for negative actions. If a child is not exhibiting appropriate behavior in the classroom, then it is the teacher's responsibility to encourage the child to perform optimally. Ignoring something doesn't make it go away, actions and consequences do. A student who is being disruptive in class will continue to be disruptive unless the teacher does something about it. However, the teacher's actions need be appropriate.

Before the teacher attempts to modify a child's behavior, the teacher needs to try and identify the reason behind the behavior. For instance, children who leave their seat often, stare in to space, or call out of turn may be initially viewed as having poor behavior. However, the teacher may suspect that the child has an attentional problem, and request that the child be tested. If the child does have an attentional problem, then the teacher can work with a related service, such as occupational therapy, to alter the classroom environment in order to cater to the needs of the child. For instance, the teacher could remove some of the stimulating bulliten board displays to make the room more calming to the child. If the child becomes more attentive in class then the teacher was able to assist the child without scorning them or ignoring them. The teacher met the needs of the child and created an enviornment to enable the child to optimally perform in the educational setting.




On the other hand, if the child is tested, and does not have any areas of concern that may be impacting the educational performance in the classroom, then the negative behavior may strictly be due to defiance. In such a case, the teacher still should not ignore the child, because the negative actions may hinder the learning opportunity for the remaining children in the class. As a result, a child who is being disruptive to the learning process of the class should be set apart from the class so that they do not receive the positive reinforcement of peer attention.

The teacher should not ignore the student who is misbehaving, but that does not mean that the teacher just needs to punish. It is better to address the child privately and make sure the child is aware of the negative actions. Once the child is aware, then the teacher should once again try to determine the reason why the child is behaving in a negative manner. Perhaps the child's parents are in the middle of a divorce and the child is outwardly expressing his frustration in the classroom. Or the academic content of the class may not be challenging enough for the child and so he is misbehaving out of boredom. Whatever the reason behind the behavior, the key factor is that the teacher works with the child to try and identify it. Simply punnishing or ignoring the child would not solve the problem, whereas working to create a plan for success in the classroom would. Likewise, rather than punnishing and defeating the child, the teacher is working with and empowering the child; a much more positive outcome to the situation.

第四篇

Praising postive actions and ignoring negative ones may be a good way to teach but not the best way. Ignoring negative actions could negate all the postive praises given to an individual, having negative actions go unchecked will lead to habits formed that would overwhelm any positive actions that are complementary to an individuals learning process.

For instance, in a classroom full of eight-year old kids; if during a lesson they are making alot of noise, having this ignored would tell the kids that it is okay to be disruptive in class. The individuals in that class would develop the habit of being distruptive hence hindering their learning process. However if the eight-year old kids were immediately told to stop the distruption then it will never become a habit.

Every action needs to have a related consequence follow in a learning environment. In the early years of education, the way they are taught becomes a lifelong habit which is hard to change in later years. If negative actions are not assigned a related consequences then teaching becomes ineffective because the students negative actions soon diminish the ability to do well in school. The way postive actions are dealt with should also be done with negative actions rather than being ignored which in turn enhance the learning environment.
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第五篇

The recommendation presents a view that I would agree is successful most of the time, but one that I cannot fully support due to the "all or nothing" impression it gives.




Certainly as an educator I agree fully that the best way to elicit positive response from students is to make use of students'positive energy and then encourage actions that you would like to see repeated. It is human nature that we all want to be accepted and achieve on some level, and when people in authority provide feedback that we have done something well, the drive to repeat the action that was praised is bound to be particularly strong.

This blanket statement would obviously pay dividends in situations in which a teacher desires to have students repeat particular behaviors. For example, if an educator is attempting to teach students proper classroom etiquette, it would be appropriate to openly praise a student who raises his or her hand when wishing to speak or address the class. In such cases, the teacher may also help shape positive behaviors by ignoring a student who is trying to interject without approval from the teacher. In fact, the decision to ignore students who are exhibiting inappropriate behaviors of this type could work very well in this situation, as the stakes are not very high and the intended outcome can likely be achieved by such a method. However, it is important to note here that this tactic would only be effective in such a "low-stakes" situation, as when a student speaks without raising her hand first. As we will discuss below, ignoring a student who hits another student, or engages in more serious misbehaviors, would not be effective or prudent.

To expand on this point, it is important for teachers to be careful when working with the second half of this statement, only ignoring negative actions that are not serious. Take for instance a student who is misbehaving just by chatting with a fellow classmate. This student might not be presenting much of a problem and may be simply seeking attention. Ignoring the student might, in fact, be the best solution. Now assume the negative action is the improper administering of chemicals in a science experiment or the bullying of a fellow student. To ignore these negative actions would be absurd and negligent. Now you are allowing a problem to persist, one that could potentially lead to much bigger and more dangerous issues. In a more serious situation, addressing the negative actions quickly and properly could stop the problem it in its tracks. It is for reasons like this that I do not advocate the idea that a teacher can be successful by simply ignoring negative actions.

I do, however, greatly support the idea that the central focus of teaching should be to build on and encourage positive actions. However, the author's all-encompasing statement leaves too many negative possibilities for the classroom. Perhaps a better way to phrase this statement would be to say, "The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones that are not debilitating to class efficiency or the safety of any individual".

Thus, in the original statement, there are indeed some good intentions, and there could be a lot of merit in adopting its basic principles. Data proves that positive support can substantially increase motivation and desire in students and contribute to positive achievements. In fact, most studies of teaching efficacy indicate that praising positive actions and ignoring negative ones can create a more stable and efficient classroom. It needs to be stressed, however, that this tool is only effective at certain levels of misbehavior. As mentioned above, when the behavior is precipitated by feelings of revenge, power or total self-worthlessness, this methodology will likely not work. It is likely to be very successful, however, when the drive behind the misbehavior is simple attention seeking. In many of these instances, if the teacher demonstrates clearly that inappropriate behavior does not result in the gaining of attention, students are more likely to seek attention by behaving properly. Should the student choose this path, then the ignoring has worked and when the positive behavior is exhibited, then the teacher can utilize the first part of the theory and support or praise this behavior. Now it is much more likely to be repeated. If the student does not choose this path and instead elects to raise the actions to a higher level that presents a more serious issue, then ignorance alone cannot work and other methods must be employed.

In conclusion, one can appreciate the credo expressed in this instance, but surely we all can see the potential error of following it through to the extreme.




第六篇

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommen dation and explain in your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your pasition.

Author says that The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones. I agree to this recommendation. Explaining, I strongly believe that the best way to teach is not to praise positive action and ignore negative ones but is makeing everyone to be a good ones. Specific crimstances lead me which adopting the recommendation as the following:

First, we will lost the good children who have negative maner if we ignore them. Children are future, not all. Praise in negative should not be, teaching to children to best way. I strongly believe adopting this recommeindation would be not advantages.

second, negative ones in today may be a great people in the future. Not only ones behave do worse they are teenage. Teenage in today is not easy for all! Negative ones can not better, if only prainse positive actions, ignore negativeone. Negative ones may not positive be having, but if we praise them only, they not think they should be positive person later.

conclusion, specific circumstances are which adopting the recommendation would not be advantage, I am not agree to the the recommendation. Ignore negative manor when they will not be positive behavrio in futre. But they can, if do not ignore them. we should not ignor negative person but should make them think that they can be a good man future like positive person.
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答案分别是：4、2、5、3、6、1











第四章　Analyze an Argument任务的备考方法

第一节　理解Argument和具体性指令

前面已经介绍过Analyze an argument任务，这个题目的形式也介绍过。题目由两个部分构成，一部分是argument, 另一部分是specific instructions。Argument是针对某个方面或领域给出的一段逻辑推理过程，由一些论据得出一个结论的推理过程。Specific instructions指导考生从什么方面去分析这段论证过程，讨论这个论证过程逻辑的严密性与合理性。这个部分的任务首先要求考生有一定的阅读能力，能够非常清楚地理解这一段论证过程，分得清什么是观点、什么是证明观点的论据和推理。而且要有阅读具体指令的能力，能够清楚地接受指令并知道如何回应问题。然后要有能力去分析，这里的分析就是要分清楚整个推理过程的逻辑与脉络，能够把一段整体的论证解构成若干个证据、论点，然后再去审查每一个证据是否能推出观点。这里考查的重点就是看考生是否能够批判性地分析整个段落逻辑的合理性，然后列出提纲。

ETS非常强调的是，不是觉得能读懂argument就完了，一定要分清楚什么是支持内容、证据；能分清什么是明确陈述、声称或者得出结论；哪一些是假设的，尤其是没有证实的假设；哪些没有被明确说出来，但是能够必然通过陈述的内容推导出来。

下面举一个前面提到过的例子：

The following appeared in an article written by Dr. Karp, an anthropologist.

"Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia and concluded from his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire village rather than by their own biological parents. However, my recent interviews with children living in the group of islands that includes Tertia show that these children spend much more time talking about their biological parents than about other adults in the village. This research of mine proves that Dr. Field's conclusion about Tertian village culture is invalid and thus that the observation-centered approach to studying cultures is invalid as well. The interview-centered method that my team of graduate students is currently using in Tertia will establish a much more accurate understanding of child-rearing traditions there and in other island cultures."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

第一部分为一个具体的论证过程。“这篇短文假设引用于人类学家Karp博士的一篇文章：二十年前，著名人类学家Field博士访问了Tertia岛并从观察中得出结论，Tertia的孩子是由整个村庄的村民带大而不是他们的双亲。然而，我最近对一组包含Tertia岛在内的许多岛屿的孩子的采访显示，这些孩子更多的时间是在讨论他们的双亲而不是村庄其他的成年人。我的研究证实了Field博士关于Tertia岛屿文化的研究是错误的，因此这种以观察为中心的文化研究也是无效的。我的研究生最近在Tertia所运用的以采访为中心的方法将对该岛以及其他岛屿的孩子抚养传统建立起更为精确的理解。”第二部分“Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.”为具体性指令：写一篇文章，在该文中你要讨论有哪些具体性的证据可以用来评价这个论证过程，并且解释这些证据如何加强或者削弱了这个论证过程。

第一步，理解这个论证过程完成了，那么下面要做的就是去解构，分清楚什么是观点，什么是论据，我们可以把这个逻辑梳理如下，这个逻辑推理链是这样的：




首先，Field博士在二十年前通过观察有一个观点，Tertia的儿童是村庄其他成年人带大的。然后作者提出证据：在对于包含Tertia在内的很多岛屿的采访中，孩子们大部分时间谈到的是父母而不是村庄里的其他人。

由这个证据得出结论：Tertia的孩子不是村庄的其他人带大的，而是他们的父母带大的。最后得出结论：以观察为主导的方法没有以采访为主导的方法准确。

通过刚才的分析，我们可以非常清楚地把握这个论证过程的结构，这也是非常基本和重要的，必须要把握住整个论证的连接方式，尤其是关注论证的思维模式和推理路径，上面的分析就非常清晰地表达出了推理的路径。有时候，我们必须通过推理路径，才能知道从第一步到第二步是不是合理的。为了更好地寻找路径，考生一定要关注一些起承转合的信号词汇，比如however, thus, therefore, evidently, hence, in conclusion。比如这个题目中的脉络词汇依次是：however, proves that...and thus that...。

完成了刚才的解构过程之后，就可以逐一考查每个推理步骤了。第一个步骤，用现在的访问结果推出二十年前的观察是错误的。第二个步骤，访问包含Tertia在内的很多岛屿的儿童，这些儿童谈到父母的时间多于谈到其他人。第三个步骤，因为Field博士的研究不合理，所以以观察为中心的方法没有以采访为中心的方法准确。这三个步骤的推理都不严密(但不一定是错误的，只是逻辑推理不合理)。第一个步骤，作者基于的一个假设前提就是二十年和现在儿童的抚养传统是一样的，然而很有可能二十年前孩子的确是由村庄其他人养大，而现在是亲生父母养大的，所以没办法说Field博士二十年前的结论是错误的。第二个步骤，采访了很多儿童，这些儿童有一部分来自于Tertia, 但是很有可能Tertia的儿童只占据了很小的一个部分，所以没有说服力。另外，即便访问的儿童里面相当大的一部分都来自Tertia, 作者也基于一个假设，那就是较多谈论父母的孩子就是父母养大的，但是没有证据能够证明这一点，很有可能正是因为他们没有和父母太多接触导致他们对父母更好奇或者更愿意谈及，所以即便有采访证据也不能说明孩子一定是父母养大的。第三个步骤，即便二十年前Field博士的结论是错的，也不能通过这一件事情说明所有的以观察为中心的方式是无效的。那么这样就完成了对argument的分析，审查了每一个推理步骤。

另外，非常重要的一点是，考生必须要清楚有些事情是不需要在这部分写作中写到的。你不需要发表见解说明文章中的结论是否是准确的，你也不必去探讨你是否同意这个结论，你更没有必要发表你个人的见解、你对于这个问题的个人观点，这一点和issue部分正好不同。永远要记住，你所要做的就是根据具体指令去分析别人的argument, 并且探讨其逻辑的合理性，证据是否能够推出观点。你甚至不用考虑别人的论据是否是合理的，你要看的是别人运用论据的情况，简单地说，就是论据是否能推出作者的观点。在这个过程中所展现的批判性思考、敏锐的阅读能力、分析性写作能力才是ETS关注的，也是你未来在研究生院获得成功的保障。GRE的Analyze an argument任务其实是一个批判性思考和分析性能力的考试，所以语言不是最重要的，重点是看你的推理和分析能力，但是清楚的语言保障了考生的思想是否能够清晰地传递出来，所以语言上也必须达到清楚表达的水平。

在分析完argument之后，还有一点非常重要，也是新GRE和老GRE考试的一个最大的区别，那就是考生必须按照具体指令来分析argument, 虽然在GRE的Analyze an argument任务中有各种各样的具体指令，但是分析的方法和上面我们提到的是没有什么太大差别的。都是先读懂文章，然后解构文章，找到论据和结论，并且找到整个推理的逻辑线索，然后逐一审查每一个推理过程，中间是否漏掉了没有证实的假设前提。实际上，无论具体性指令如何变化，都是由下面八种类型构成，下面我们一起来分析每一个指令。


1. Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.





写一篇文章，在这篇文章中，讨论一下需要哪些具体的证据来评价这个argument, 并且解释这些证据将如何加强或削弱这个argument。




这个具体指令，其实就是要找到前提条件，然后再去审查，哪些证据可以强化或者削弱这个前提条件。还是说前面的“Tertia”的例子吧，在第一个步骤中，今天的访问结果如果要反对二十年前Field博士的观点，就必须基于一个假设前提，也就是二十年前的孩子抚养传统和现在是一样的。那么这个时候我们需要具体的证据去加强和削弱这个观点，比如如果有一个证据，也就是二十年前部落遵循孩子由村庄人养大的传统，而这二十年不断的对外开放，其他的部落孩子由双亲养大的事实影响到了Tertia, 从而转变到由双亲养大孩子，这个证据就可以削弱原文的结论。但是如果有书面的记录证据显示，孩子抚养传统二十年来在Tertia没有发生过变化，那么这个证据就能够加强原文的推理过程。





2. Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.



写一篇文章，在这篇文章中你必须去审查该文章陈述的或者没有陈述的前提条件。请务必解释这篇论证如何基于这些前提条件，以及如果这些前提条件没有被证实会产生什么结果。




这个具体指令，明确需要指明前提条件，然后提出没有这些前提条件导致的结果。还是举上面的例子，“Tertia岛屿的孩子抚养传统”，文章第一个前提条件就是二十年前Tertia的孩子抚养传统和今天是一样的。如果不是一样的话，也就是今天和二十年前的孩子抚养传统不一样，那么很有可能二十年前Field博士的确是正确的，孩子是由村庄其他成年人养大的，而二十年后的今天孩子由父母养大，如果不把这些可能性排除作者无法得出结论。如果没有了这个假设前提，那么就不能证明Field博士的结论是错误的，更不能证明以观察为中心的方法是无效的，所以这个argument是没有说服力的。实际上，这个具体指令和上一个只是形式上有所区别，而本质是相同的。


3. Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.



写一篇文章，在这篇文章中，你讨论一下需要问什么问题来判断基于这个问题的建议和论证是合理的。请务必解释这些问题的答案如何来评价这个推荐。


其实，这个具体指令在本质上还是和第二个指令是一样的。还是说“Tertia”的例子吧，这里argument是否合理，需要问一个问题，那就是Tertia的儿童抚养传统是否发生了变化，或者现在的孩子抚养传统和二十年前是否是一样的。如果是一样的，那么这个推荐和推理过程就有可能是合理的，如果不一样，那么这个逻辑就是有问题的。


4. Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the advice.



写一篇文章，在这篇文章中，你讨论一下需要问什么问题来判断基于这个问题的建议和论证是合理的。请务必解释这些问题的答案是如何来评价这个建议的。




这个具体指令和第三个是一模一样的，只是argument的形式一个是推荐，一个是建议，对考生没有任何影响，依然是提问题的指令。


5. Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.





写一篇文章，在这篇文章中，你讨论一下需要问什么问题来判断这个推荐是否能够产生其预期的结果。请务必解释这些问题的答案如何来评价这个推荐。


这个具体指令和前面的指令在本质上是一样的，能推出预期的结果在逻辑上就是合理的，推不出来预期的结果在逻辑上就是不合理的。


6. Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.






写一篇文章，在这篇文章中，你讨论一下需要问什么问题来判断基于这个问题的预期和论证是合理的。请务必解释这些问题的答案如何来评价这个预期。


这个指令和上面三个也是完全一样的，只是argument题干的形式由推荐变成了一个预测，对考生依然没有太大的影响。


7. Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to decide whether the conclusion and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to the questions would help to evaluate the conclusion.



写一篇文章，在这篇文章中，你讨论一下需要问什么问题来判断基于这个问题的结论和论证是合理的。请务必解释这些问题的答案如何来评价这个结论。




这个指令和上一个也没有变化，只是预测变成了结论，对考生依然没有太大的影响。第三到第七个具体性指令其实在本质上都是一样的，就是问什么问题来评价argument的合理性。


8. Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation (s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.



写一篇文章，在这篇文章中，你讨论一个或者更多的解释，这个解释也同样能合理地解释文章中的事实。




这个具体指令在官方公布的题库中出现比例是非常低的，在174道题目中只有10题，远远低于其他具体指令的题目，下面举一个例子：

The following appeared in a memo from a vice president of a manufacturing company.

"During the past year, workers at our newly opened factory reported 30 percent more on-the-job accidents than workers at nearby Panoply Industries. Panoply produces products very similar to those produced at our factory, but its work shifts are one hour shorter than ours. Experts say that fatigue and sleep deprivation among workers are significant contributing factors in many on-the-job accidents. Panoply's superior safety record can therefore be attributed to its shorter work shifts, which allow its employees to get adequate amounts of rest."

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation (s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.

首先，这种题目往往是一个因果关系的论证，要求考生去寻找产生文章结果的其他可能性原因。

下面的文章来自某个生产工厂副总裁的记录：

“在过去的一年里，报告表明，在我们新建的工厂中，工作事故比我们临近的Panoply Industries工厂高出了30%。Panoply和我们工厂生产的产品是类似的，但是其工作时间比我们少一个小时。专家声称工人的疲劳和缺乏睡眠是造成工作事故的一个重要原因。Panoply优秀的安全纪录也要归因于其更短的工作时间，这保障了工人们有足够的休息。”

其实，这是一个很简单的因果推理，我们先来分析它的逻辑链：第一步，因为Panoply工作时间短，所以工作事故少。第二步，我们的工作事故要比Paoply比例高，所以反推出是我们的工作时间长。其实这两个步骤都有同样的问题，就是时间先后不等于有必然的因果关系，另外两家工厂可能有许多其他方面的不同之处。这道题的具体性指令要求我们去找其他导致文章结果的可能性。首先分析第一步，Panoply工作事故少的原因可能是由于其他方面导致的而并非工作时间短，比如Panoply工作流程更优化，程序更少、更简单，保护措施更优异，员工更专业、熟练或者是Panoply有更多的培训其领导更重视事故的处理和预防等，这些都可能导致同样的结果。第二步，即便Panoply是因为工作时间短导致事故少，也不代表事故多必然是因为工作时间长，还有可能由其他原因导致：我们的生产方法落后，有很多潜在的危险；我们的生产保护措施落后；我们的员工水平较差。这些就是其他可能性的分析。




总体来说，虽然有八种具体性指令，但是最终归纳起来只有四种：第一种，具体性证据去加强和削弱原文的结论；第二种，找到其他的可能性解释；第三种，找到前提条件；第四种本质上和第三种是一样的，就是提问，而提问基本上就是把前提条件改成一般疑问句而已。

第二节　如何备考GRE分析性写作Argument部分

准备GRE的Analyze an argument之前，考生同样要明确考试的对象和目的。通过前面的介绍，你肯定已经理解了Analyze an argument本质上就是考查你是否能够读懂另外一个学术作者的文章，理解他的推理过程，找到这个过程中的漏洞，并且能够提出方案来让这个论证更加有说服力。而这个过程在未来的北美研究生院也是非常基本的，有了这个能力也同样能够保障自己的文章不出现类似的逻辑问题和漏洞，从而锻炼一种严谨缜密的学术作风。而GRE的目的也是如此，通过考试来判断你是否能够有洞察力地评价一篇别人写的论文，并且能够有效地和学术读者进行交流。所有阅读你文章的考官完全按照官方的评分标准进行了培训，这个标准在后面也会进一步分析和展开。

GRE分析性写作考查的是分析性写作和推理分析的技能，这里考查的能力是考生在整个教育过程中所接受的东西，ETS认为考生不需要做专门的课程培训，也不需要任何高级的专门训练。当然在很多国外大学课程中的修辞学或者写作课程都有逻辑推理和批判性写作的部分，这些部分对于写作的确是有帮助的，但是这些具体细节的方法也不是一定要知道的。在本书中，我们会学习到一些常见的、比较基本的逻辑推理方法，常见的逻辑漏洞，和美国大学批判性思考课程中最为主要的逻辑问题分析，这对中国考生而言，有着非常大的帮助。但是请记住，你不需要掌握很多逻辑专业术语，这对GRE分析性写作没有太大的意义。很多考生的误区在于事先做了很多逻辑训练，并且背诵了大量逻辑错误的术语，甚至ETS也明确说过这些是没有必要的。在官方指南中，ETS打了这样一个比方：一个小学建立了新的操场设施以后来上学的学生就变多了，于是该校校长得出了一个结论，是操场设施导致了缺课率的下降。实际上在逻辑学有一个专门的词汇“post hoc, ergo propter hoc”(后此谬误)来表示这个逻辑上的漏洞，意思是时间上的先后不代表两个事物之间有必然的因果关系，考生不需要知道“后此谬误”这个逻辑术语，只需要了解时间先后不代表两者有必然的因果关系，并且能够提出其他一些导致缺课率下降的理由就可以了。这里很多其他的原因都可以导致缺课率下降，比如天气变好了，教学质量提高了，教学方法更受学生喜爱了，学校开始不给学生过多的学习压力了等等。一旦这些原因发生都可以削弱校长的观点与结论，所以这个推理过程是站不住脚的。这样，就完成了对这个推理过程的逻辑分析。

尽管考生不需要掌握特殊的逻辑和分析的术语以及技巧，但是熟悉一些具体性指令里面的关键词语，还有一些相关的常识性概念还是有必要的。ETS在官方指南中罗列了七个考生必须掌握的概念，这些对于分析问题和理解题目的意思以及指令是非常关键的。


1. alternative explanation: a possible competing version of what might have caused the events in question; an alternative explanation undercuts or qualifies the original explanation because it too can account for the observed facts





其他可能性解释：
 这是在最后一种具体性指令中所提到的概念。就是指解释题目中事件或结果的其他可能产生的原因；这个其他的解释削弱或者破坏了原文题目中的解释，因为有别的原因也同样可能产生观察到的事实。举前面校长的结论为例，事实是学生们的缺课率下降了，校长认为原因是学校操场的设施提升了，但是有一些其他可能的解释也能产生同样的效果。


2. analysis: the process of breaking something (e.g., an argument) down into its component parts in order to understand how they work together to make up the whole






分析：
 分析这个概念在前面讨论分析性写作的时候就已经作出了解释和说明。分析就是一个把论证过程(这里指的就是题目)解构成一个一个的组件，以此理解这些组件如何作用成为一个整体的过程。在Analyze an argument任务中，把argument解构成论据、论点，找到逻辑推理的脉络，这个过程就是分析。


3. argument: a claim or a set of claims with reasons and evidence offered as support; a line of reasoning meant to demonstrate the truth or falsehood of something



论证：
 千万不要以为argument是争论，这个部分是和题目争论其犯了哪几个逻辑错误，这是非常不科学的理解。真正的argument是用一些理由或者一些证据去证明一个或一系列观点的过程；一个推理过程来证实一个事物的正确或者谬误。这里的题目第一部分就是一个逻辑推理过程，这个过程就是所谓的argument。


4. assumption: a belief, often unstated or unexamined, that someone must hold in order to maintain a particular position; something that is taken for granted but that must be true in order for the conclusion to be true



前提条件：
 这个概念在Analyze an issue任务里面的思考方法中也用到了。Assumption, 前提条件指的是一个观点，论证者必须要持有这样一个观点才能推出一个具体的观点或立场，而这个观点往往又是没有说明的或者没有证实的。还有可能指的是一种大家理所当然的观点，这个观点必须存在才能推出结论为真。还是举前面“Tertia”的例子，二十年前Field博士认为孩子是村庄其他人抚养大的，二十年后我通过访问发现孩子们谈到更多的是父母，从而得出结论，Field博士的结论是错误的。这就是一个推理过程，有一个观点作者没有提到也没有证实，但是如果要得出结论又必须存在，那就是：二十年前和现在的孩子抚养传统是一样的。那么，这个观点就是前提条件，即assumption。


5. conclusion: the end point reached by a line of reasoning, valid if the reasoning is sound; the resulting assertion





结论：
 这个对于考生而言非常简单与熟悉。结论就是推理的终点，如果推理过程合理就必然会有有效的结论；也就是一个结论性或结果性的陈述。


6. counterexample: an example, real or hypothetical, that refutes or disproves a statement in the argument



反例：
 首先反例是一个真实的或者假设性的举例，这个例子会驳斥或者反对论证过程中的陈述或观点。


7. evaluation: an assessment of the quality of evidence and reasons in an argument and of the overall merit of an argument



评价：
 整个Analyze an argument的分析过程就是一个评价过程，评价一个论证过程中证据和理由的质量，评价整个推理过程是否合理。

在理解了上面术语的基础上，就可以对GRE官方公布的Analyze an argument中的题库试题进行分析了，分析的过程分为以下五个步骤：

1. 认真阅读题目和具体性指令部分，有时候甚至要读很多遍，保证题目的推理过程已经完全理解。其实第一个步骤是一个阅读理解的过程，而且相对于GRE的阅读而言要简单多了，但是一定要读出前面举例提到的脉络。既然ETS把所有的试题都公布了出来，那么准备这个部分任务的最佳方法就是熟悉官方公布的每一道题目，保证在考场上不会因为题目没读懂而在读题中花费过多时间。在本节中我们随后就附上了所有的题目，考生一定要认真阅读每一道题目。

2. 在完成了阅读理解过程之后，下面进入关键的步骤：分析这个论证过程。也就是要分清楚这个论证的观点，结论是什么，要挖掘其中有什么假设前提，尽可能地多挖掘，继而研究论证的质量。




3. 思考尽可能多的其他可能性解释和反例去削弱结论，因为这些东西才能作为最有说服力的证据去证明论证过程逻辑的不严密。很多人觉得一个反例不足以反驳结论，但是事实上要证明一个理论有时候一个反例或许不够，但是要驳斥一个观点或理论，一个反例足以削弱。

4. 思考有哪些具体的证据能够削弱或者支持文章里面的结论。

5. 还有一点非常关键，就是考生如何把这个论证过程变得更加严密。很多时候你可以提出一些问题，回答这些问题有助于让论证更合理，但是考生不需要去证实自己的建议。比如前面的例子，有很多其他因素可能导致学生的上课率上升，比如天气变好了，如果让这个论证变得更合理，作者必须在修建操场设施和上学人数变多之间建立必然的因果关系，这样文章就会合理。但是考生不需要自己去建立两者之间到底有什么因果关系。再比如，前面Tertia岛孩子抚养传统的例子，很有可能二十年前和现在的抚养传统发生了变化，如果要让这个论证变得更合理，作者必须证明二十年前和现在的孩子都是由他们的父母养大的。这只是一个建议，考生不需要去亲自证明二十年前和现在的孩子都是他们的父母养大的，这个也根本没有办法证明。

上面的所有过程都只是思考过程，也是考生在考前必须对每道题进行思考的方面，如有可能，每一道题目还应该做一些简单的分析笔记。或者直接在本书里面勾画，把结论画出来，然后用不同的记号把证据画出来(那些有问题的，不足以证明结论的证据)。平时训练不用每一道题都写出来，但是一定每一道题都思考过，或者做过大纲或笔记。然后选择一些来写，一开始在30分钟之内无法完成是非常正常的，随着题目的熟悉，练习越来越多，速度就会提高。在写文章的时候有几点是一定要记住的：

第一，这个测试任务不是考查你能找到几个错误，所以不是错误越多越好，不是你挑出来这个论证过程的毛病越多你的分数必然就越高，一般而言三个或再多一点就可以(再多的前提是你有足够的熟练度保证每个点都能完美地展开)。ETS关注的是，你在找到问题之后，是否会评价这个问题，是否能够按照具体性指令找到前提条件，找到具体的例子去削弱或加强等等，简单地说，就是会展开这个问题，在展开过程中所展现的批判性思考和分析性思维才是获得高分的关键。

第二，考生一定要分配好时间，一般而言五分钟分析思考，最后留一两分钟做检查，中间二十多分钟写文章。这二十多分钟也要很好地安排，一定要保证每个中间段落的力量分配均匀。不要在第一个点上花太多的笔墨，其结果必然会对另外的点的展开造成不良影响。

第三，很多人都以为argument简单，以为可以背一个模板，并知道有什么错误就可以了。这绝对是一个误区，首先用模板绝对没有什么不好，有时候模板会让文章的逻辑更清晰，但是具体的内容模板中一定没有，通过上面的分析，考生能够发现，诸如反例，如何让论证变得更好，有哪些前提条件，这肯定是不能靠模板记忆出来的，要依据具体题目来深入分析和挖掘，而这些才是考试要求的重点。

第四，题库虽然题目很多，但是有很多题目是一样的，只是中间某些措辞会有些许不同，但本质一样。还有的题目，虽然题干，也就是论证过程是完全一样的，但是有不同的具体性指令，请考生一定要关注具体性指令，因为如果没有完成具体性指令，那么你的得分最高不会超过4分。

第五，在形式上对考试不做任何限制。很多人一直在寻找考试中心到底希望看到什么样的结构，在官方指南中，ETS明确指出，不做任何要求，只要你能有效地评价argument, 并在分析过程中展现出了你的批判性和思考能力就可以了。不一定要用你在英语课或者逻辑课程学到的术语和专业知识，阅卷员也不期待在文章中看到任何论证的模式。你可以归纳整个argument过程，然后清晰陈述自己的观点，你也有别的方式去开始和展开你的文章，比如你也可以发展多个点，也可以先分析一个论证的总特征，然后展开讨论细节。但是我们一般推荐考生逐一地分析几个文章中的逻辑不合理处，每一条都详细展开。至于文章的结构和形式，考生自己决定，段落数量可多可少。比如，论证展开可以按照题目的推理过程展开，可以先指出整个论证最大的问题，然后再分析这个推理过程中相关的其他问题。同样，还可以举例子来说明其问题所在，但是考试关注你是否完成了刚才分析的能力而不是堆砌例子的能力。在第四部分，我们具体会讨论argument的写作策略和逻辑展开方式。总而言之，这个部分的重点不是你的回答形式，而是你如何有洞察力地分析评价了这个论证，并且能够和学术作者交流你的观点分析。




第三节　Argument任务对数据的解读

ETS在官方指南中专门讨论了argument题目论证过程中的数据问题。在有些论证过程中包含数字、百分数、数据等等，他们作为证据证明了结论的合理性。比如，在一篇文章中，一个社区的活动去年有150人参加，今年只有100人参加，人数减少了33%, 于是作者得出结论：今年这个活动不如去年受欢迎了。这里很关键的是，永远不要在题目中做算术，不要纠结于数字、百分数或者数据，考生不用关心100和150是否有问题，更不需要去算33%是否正确。你要分析这些证据能不能证明结论。在这个例子中，结论是这个社区活动不那么受欢迎了，你要问自己，100和150的差距真地能证明结论吗，或许有很多其他的原因导致人数变少，比如活动期间的天气今年不如去年，比如今年的活动时间不是特别合适，比如同时还有别的活动在进行。这些可能性都同样能导致这个结果，所以削弱了结论：这个活动不那么受人欢迎导致去的人变少。同样，百分比可能会加强或者削弱一个结论，因为我们要根据实际的数据多少来决定。举个例子，一个观点认为学校戏剧社需要更多的经费，因为该社团会员增加了百分之百。在此，考生不需要讨论100%这个数据有没有问题，关键是增加100%的会员能不能证明该社团需要增加经费。事实上，如果原来有100个会员，现在通过增加100%增加到了200个人，那么这个100%的增加就是有意义的，但是如果原来有5个人，现在增加到10个人，就没有那么必要去增加经费了。所以，数据本身只是作为一个证据证明观点，本身没有对错，考生永远不要考虑其本身的对错，而要考虑这个数据能不能证明观点。

事实上在很多时候，在分析论证过程的时候都不会去找论据的毛病，都是去分析论据是否能证明观点，我们在写作的时候关注的是论证过程本身，而不是证据本身。继续举前面的Tertia岛上儿童抚养传统的例子，二十年前Field博士通过观察得出结论，养大孩子的是岛上其他人而不是他们的双亲，二十年后的今天作者通过采访得出结论，孩子是由父母养大，从而推翻了Field博士的观点。我们不用去讨论证据的对错，比如去怀疑二十年有没有问题，也不用怀疑Field博士是否能通过观察得出结论，你所要关心的是，二十年后的观察是否能得出关于二十年前事物的结论。再比如，学校校长的例子，从学校操场设施质量提高和学生缺课率下降得出结论，学校操场设施质量的提高导致孩子来上学。这里你不用去分析学校操场设施的质量是否真的提高了，也不用讨论学生是不是真的来上学了，这些都是证据，你所要分析的是，这两件事物虽然前后发生，两者之间是否有必然的因果关系。

第四节　官方考试评分标准解读

在前面的内容中，我们讨论了score level description, 同时也分析了关于Analyze an issue的评分标准。接下来要分析一下Analyze an argument任务的评分标准。重点还是分析6分的标准，其他主要看和前面一个档次的差距。并且评分的维度和评分方法和前面讨论的也没有差别。

GRE Scoring Guide: Analyze an Argument


Score 6




In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated examination of the argument and conveys meaning skillfully.




A typical response in this category exhibits the following characteristics:

1. It clearly identifies aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task and examines them insightfully.

2. It develops ideas cogently, organizes them logically, and connects them with clear transitions.

3. It provides compelling and thorough support for its main points.

4. It conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety.

5. It demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, usage, and mechanics) but may have minor errors.

作为6分的文章，要满足题目的要求和具体性指令，展示出一个逻辑缜密、语言娴熟地对于一个论证过程的审查与分析，并且能够非常娴熟地有技巧地传递作者的观点。而且这个档次的分数应该完成下面的所有方面：

一、是关于扣题的。考生必须能够根据具体性指令和考试题目的要求，发现这一论证过程的问题，深刻而有洞察力地分析这个论证过程的几个方面。简单说，就是要能找到这个论证过程中逻辑不合理的点，能考虑到这些点的

关系，并且能够找到这些点在推导结论过程中的不合理处。

二、发展观点非常具有说服力，有逻辑地把这些发展组织好，能够用清晰连贯的语言把它们联系在一起。首先，考生要对观点有发展，这也是前面所说的，不能直接说这儿有什么问题，一定要用具体的例子，反例或者其他可能性理由去说服读者相信原作者的推理过程的确是有漏洞的。比如，你一定不能直接说不一定是因为学校操场设施好了所以学生来上学了，而是要举例发展，有什么其他的原因同样会导致学生来上学，这样你的观点更有说服力，并且更能说明argument的分析是站不住脚的。其次，组织要有逻辑，用连接词把这些点、点内部的细节很好地组织在一起，这些内容在第二部分的学术英语写作部分还会讨论到，而且解决起来也比较容易。

三、对于自己的主要观点，要有全面的有说服力的证据去证明。刚才也提到了这一点，一定不能只是反复说自己的观点，要有实际的例子去佐证自己的观点。有具体的例子和对例子的分析与推理才会有说服力。这里一样，很多时候例子也不是不言自明，需要考生用简单的语言去解释一下才能更加清楚。比如这样一个推理：一个法学院的优秀学生在求职的时候更加关注工作满足感而不是工资多少，所以应该给所有毕业生更多的福利、休假等。当然这个推理存在很多问题，结论如果要正确必须基于一个假设前提，那就是法学院的优秀毕业生能够代表所有毕业生的求职倾向，然而文章没有任何地方证明了这一点，很有可能法学院的优秀学生的求职倾向和普通大学生不一样。但是这个证据是不够具体的，需要进一步解释：可能法学院的优秀学生毕业以后都能找到好工作，所以很少考虑薪资问题，普通毕业生毕业后能找到一个工作就不错了，所以更关注工资的多少而不一定是对工作是否感到满足。这样论证就会更加有说服力了。

四、传递观点流利而精准，能够运用有效的用词和句子多样性。这里和Analyze an issue的要求是一样的，词语不一定要用大词难词，也不一定就要使用简单词汇，而是要做到有效而精准，是否把意思准确无误地传递出来比较重要，所以不能因为一个词比较大或者比较复杂而去选用，应该考虑其适用条件与语境。句子也不要都是同样的开头，都是简单句，适当的丰富句式会让文章读上去给人错落有致的感觉，从而提高了交流的效率。

五、熟练地运用了标准书面语，这个和issue部分的要求也是一样的。要在语法、标点和用语上尽量要用正式书面语。当然允许犯一些很少的可以忽略的小错误，但是一定不能影响意思的传达。


Score 5


In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed examination of the argument and conveys meaning clearly.




A typical response in this category exhibits the following characteristics:

1. It clearly identifies aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task and examines them in a generally perceptive way.

2. It develops ideas clearly, organizes them logically, and connects them with appropriate transitions.

3. It offers generally thoughtful and thorough support for its main points.

4. It conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety.

5. It demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English but may have minor errors.

5分的文章同样也完成了题目的要求和具体性指令，呈现了一篇整体上有思想、发展较好的对于一个论证过程的评价，并且能够清楚地传递含义。该分数档次要求满足以下所有的要求：

一、同样要能抓住文章的逻辑，找到文章中问题的几个点，虽然分析不是那么有洞察力，但是在整体上要敏锐。

二、发展观点非常清楚，有逻辑地把这些发展组织好，能够用合适连贯的语言把它们联系在一起。和6分比起来，这方面要求有所降低，不需要非常有效表达，只需要能够把自己大体上有思想的观点清楚地用语言表达出来就可以了，连贯语言也只需要合适就可以了。但是同样也必须有发展，只是不如6分文章发展得那么有洞察力和那么具有说服力。

三、在支持自己的观点方面要提出整体上有思想的和全面的支持。同样需要发展，如上所言，只是5分的文章不如6分的文章在发展上那么具有说服力，但也必须是有思想而且表达很清晰。

四、传达意思清楚而且良好，用了合适的词汇、句子有多样性。首先还是需要对句子的多样性有要求，对词汇运用也有要求，只是不需要像6分文章那么有效，只需要做到合适即可，就是没有任何不妥当，但不需要完美和精准。表达意思只要清楚和较好就行，也不需要6分文章的流畅和精准。

五、同样对于正式书面语有很好的把握，但是可以犯小错误。这里的小错误一定也是很少的，不会影响文章的含义传达的。


Score 4


In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent examination of the argument and conveys meaning with acceptable clarity.

A typical response in this category exhibits the following characteristics:

1. It identifies and examines aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task but may also discuss some extraneous points.

2. It develops and organizes ideas satisfactorily but may not connect them with transitions.

3. It supports its main points adequately but may be uneven in its support.

4. It demonstrates sufficient control of language to convey ideas with reasonable clarity.

5. It generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English but may have some errors.

4分的文章依然是我们的底线，而且对于中国考生而言，由于argument更少需要创造性地输出论证，只需要评价别人的论证，而且模式性要强于Analyze an issue部分，所以这个板块最好能获得5分。下面我们看看4分的要求，其实4分的文章就非常差了：




4分的文章也要回应所有的要求，要有具体的分析，用我们能够接受的清楚度的语言表达了意思。也就是说有分析，而且语言能说通就是4分，下面是其特征：

一、能够根据具体性指令找到论证过程几个主要方面的问题，并且能对这些问题进行分析，但是很有可能出现一些和本文没有关系的点。这里要强调一下，ETS从来没有说不能漏掉点，事实是一篇论证文章中有太多的问题，以至于考生在30分钟之内是不可能全部提到的，除非你每一个点都没有完全展开；相反，文章中出现了argument中没有的点倒是会影响分数，如果出现了argument没有的点就是4分。

二、有发展也有组织，而且整体还是比较让人满意的，但是文章没有把这些点联系起来。也就是文章没有连贯性，没有用起承转合去连接段落和段落或者段落内部。

三、有一定的支撑观点的细节，但是不平均。也就是说有些段落可能发展了，但是有些段落发展不足，当然这有可能是前面所提到的时间分配不合理造成的。所以考生在考场上分析每一个点，论证每一个点的时候要做到力量平均分配，不要导致某些点没有发展好。

四、已经不需要词汇的精准和句子多样性，但是要求考生能用足够清楚的语言表达意思。所以这里只要用最简单的词语和句子结构，是能够获得4分的，前提是你一定要清楚地表达了论证过程。

五、整体上还是对正式书面语有一定的运用能力的，但是会犯错误。这里的错误开始影响文章的清晰程度了。如果考生的小错误让文章产生了一点困惑就可能得4分了。


Score 3


A 3 response demonstrates some competence in addressing the specific task directions, in examining the argument, and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed.

A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:

1. It does not identify or examine most of the aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task, although some relevant examination of the argument is present.

2. It mainly discusses tangential or irrelevant matters, or reasons poorly.

3. It is limited in the logical development and organization of ideas.

4. It offers support of little relevance and value for its main points.

5. It has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity.

6. It contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning.

从3分开始，就是不能接受的分数了，虽然3分的文章也有一定的分析能力，虽然也能表达意思但是经常出错，只要满足下面六条中的一条即可获得3分：

一、没能根据具体的任务要求去识别和审查这篇argument的大部分点，尽管展现出了部分文章中存在的逻辑不合理的点。也就是大部分文章的问题没有指出，或者指出了也没有去分析这些点的不合理处在哪里。简单地说，没有把文章的逻辑错误找出来(不用找全，这里是根本没怎么找。)

二、只是主要讨论了一些少许相关或者不怎么相关的问题，很少用理由去证明。就是说没有怎么讨论到这篇文章的核心问题，更没有去论证自己的观点。

三、在逻辑发展上非常有限，在观点的组织上也比较弱。

四、基本提出的支撑细节和主要观点之间都没有相关性和价值。

五、语言和句子结构有问题，而且这些问题会导致语言不清楚。

六、出现了一些少量的重要语法标点和语言运用上的错误，或者是频繁的小错误，而且影响了意思的传达。





Score 2




A 2 response largely disregards the specific task directions and/or demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing.

A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:

1. It does not present an examination based on logical analysis but may instead present the writer's own views on the subject.

2. It does not follow the directions for the assigned task.

3. It does not develop ideas, or is poorly organized and illogical.

4. It provides little, if any, relevant or reasonable support for its main points.

5. It has serious problems in language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with meaning.

6. It contains serious errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning.

至于2分的文章，简单看看就可以了。分析性写作能力很弱，只要满足下面一个方面就可以获得2分：

一、没有基于逻辑对于这篇文章作审查与分析，相反，这里出现了作者自己的观点。所以不分析argument的内容，而是自己表达观点就是2分。

二、没有完成题目的要求与指令。

三、没有发展观点，逻辑和组织都比较差。

四、几乎没有提出相关或者合理的对于主要观点的支持。

五、语言和句子结构有着严重的问题，频繁影响意思的表达。

六、语法、标点和语言的运用存在严重的错误，频繁让文章的意思含混不清。


Score 1




A 1 response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following characteristics:

1. It provides little or no evidence of understanding the argument.

2. It is extremely brief and/or disorganized, providing little evidence of an organized response.

3. It has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with meaning.

4. It contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that result in incoherence.

1分的文章在分析性写作中展现出基本的能力缺乏，且满足下面至少一个方面：

一、基本没有读懂题目的argument, 没有理解题目。

二、文章极其简短，组织极其混乱，没有提供证据。

三、语言和句子结构有着极其严重的问题，基本让人不能明白其意思。

四、泛滥的语法标点和语言运用的错误破坏了文章的连贯。


Score 0


A 0 paper is off topic, written in a foreign language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters, is illegible, or is nonverbal.




0分的文章跑题了，用外语写的，只是抄题目，由乱码构成，不可读，甚至不是语言。

第五节　官方样文与评价分析

在分析完评分标准以后，我们来通过ETS给出的样文和评分点评来深入理解这些标准，并且能够很好地对自己的文章形成科学的评价和提高的方向。我们先来看看题目：


Sample Argument Task


In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating, and fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. The Mason River flowing through the city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, and the city park department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational facilities. For years there have been complaints from residents about the quality of the river's water and the river's smell. In response, the state has recently announced plans to clean up Mason River. Use of the river for water sports is, therefore, sure to increase. The city government should for that reason devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on the assumptions and what the implications are if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

我们来看这道题目的论证部分和具体性指令部分：

在一些调查中，Mason市居民把水上运动(游泳、划船和钓鱼)列为他们最喜欢的娱乐活动。然而，流过该市的Mason河流很少用于水上娱乐活动，而且市政公园部门几乎在维持河边娱乐设施方面没有预算上的投入。这么多年来有很多居民都投诉水体质量，并且抱怨水中发出的臭味。作为回应，该州最近宣布有清理Mason河的计划。所以将该河用于水上运动的人必然会增加。鉴于此，市政府应该在今年在财政预算方面投入更多的钱给河边娱乐设施。

写一篇文章，在这篇文章中你必须去审查该文章陈述到的或者没有陈述到的前提条件。请务必解释这篇论证如何基于这些前提条件以及如果这些前提条件没有被证实会产生什么结果。

下面我们来看看如何分析这篇文章，首先要阅读这篇文章，并且要梳理清楚这篇文章的论点与论据，包括论证过程。

首先，一个证据(Mason市民认为水上运动是他们最喜欢的运动)。

其次，一个事实证据(市民很少进行水上运动，市政很少投钱维护设施)

第三，一个事实证据(很多居民投诉水的质量)

第四，州政府宣布了清理Mason河的计划。

阶段性结论：水上运动的人会增加。

总结论：市政府投钱支持河边娱乐设施。
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上图是这个论证过程的逻辑简图，我们所要做的就是分析每一个箭头是否能够合理推出来。这个逻辑简图中，就是因为有了1、2、3和4这四个事实，那么一旦做了5就能得到6，而6就能导致7的发生。下面我们就来分析一下这两个箭头是否真的能够发生。

看模块1，调查显示人们喜欢水上运动，那么水质量提高他们就一定会去进行水上运动吗？这里就存在几个问题，首先作者假设这个调查是合理的，也就是既有代表性又有样本容量的保证，然而很有可能只有几个人回答这个问卷，只有这么少量的人喜欢水上运动，还有可能这些人不是随机抽取的，他们可能找某个水上运动俱乐部的人做的问卷调查，他们当然喜欢水上运动，还有可能他们问的是水边居住的人们，他们当年正是因为喜欢水上运动才搬到水边，所以不随机的调查很有可能无法普及全市。第二，作者假设喜欢水上运动就一定会进行水上运动，很有可能只是喜欢看而不是喜欢参加。第三，作者假设喜欢水上运动就一定要在Mason河进行水上运动，很有可能他们去其他的河流、其他的城市，因为那里的设施服务和各方面都更加优异。第四，作者假设被访者说的是真话，很有可能被访者为了提高水的质量，或者为了保持这片水体不做其他的开发(比如建立工厂、水坝或者水电站)故意说喜欢，然而事实上不喜欢水上运动，那么也推不出后面的结论。所以这里就有了四个前提条件没有得到证实。

再看模块2，市政府很少投钱进行水上设施的维护，那么水质量提高他们就一定会去进行水上运动吗？没有花钱维护水上设施不代表就不好，如果本来设施就很好，市政府没有花钱维护也是可以的，在这种情况下即便水质量变好，进行水上运动的人也不会增加，并且投钱也是没有必要的。

再看模块3，市民很少在Mason河做水上运动，那么水质量提高他们就一定会去进行水上运动吗？这里的假设就是市民不做水上运动的唯一原因就是水的质量不高，很有可能有其他的可能性导致他们不做水上运动，比如很有可能他们工作太忙了，还有可能在其他河流上做水上运动比Mason好多了，而且形成了消费习惯，这些可能都会让结论站不住脚。

再看模块4，有人抱怨水体质量，那么水质量提高他们就一定会去进行水上运动吗？首先，作者无理地假设投诉抱怨者在统计学上是有意义的，比如有足够的人反映这个问题，并且是随机抽取的。然而很有可能只有少数人抱怨水体质量不好，而大部分人都是满意的，甚至有可能是水边居民为了让水体更干净而故意投诉，其他地方的人觉得水的质量还可以。如果只是少量人不满意水的质量，那么即便水的质量提高，其他人也不会去做水上运动，因为他们不是对水的质量感到不满。

再看模块5，政府花钱把水质量提高他们就一定会去进行水上运动吗？首先，政府花钱不一定能够成功地把水体变干净，因为有很多气味不是人工污染的。如果是人工污染，那么降低污染的排放是能缓解臭气的，但是如果有些气味是水体的矿物元素和其他自然物质散发的味道，就没法解决了，哪怕政府投钱。既然如此，政府的投资也可能无效。

如果上面的推理都有问题，那么就得不出结论7了。

分析完上面这些问题之后，才算对于这道题目做完了分析，然后按照题目中具体性指令来思考如何回答。这里要求找到前提条件，这些前提条件如何影响结论的得出(也就是有哪些情况可以削弱这些前提)，以及没有这些前提条件可能产生什么结果。下面的这些分析是ETS发布的，但是不是标准的分析过程，很多其他的分析只要合理也是可以接受的。

首先是找到前提，虽然下面给出了11个，实际考试中考生提出三点或三点以上并且能够深入分析就足够了。这里都包括两个部分：假设和其他可能性分析。


1. The assumption that people who rank water sports "among their favorite recreational activities" are actually likely to participate in them. (It is possible that they just like to watch them.) This assumption underlies the claim that use of the river for water sports is sure to increase after the state cleans up the Mason River and that the city should for that reason devote more money to riverside recreational facilities.


假设1：人们把水上运动作为他们最喜欢的运动就一定会去参加水上运动，这个前提是推出结论的基础。完全有可能他们只是喜欢看水上运动。





2. The assumption that what residents say in surveys can be taken at face value. (It is possible that survey results exaggerate the interest in water sports.) This assumption underlies the claim that use of the river for water sports is sure to increase after the state cleans up the Mason River and that the city should for that reason devote more money to riverside recreational facilities.


假设2：调查中说喜欢水上运动的人说的是真话，这个前提是推出结论的基础。很有可能被访者夸大了他们的兴趣。


3. The assumption that Mason City residents would actually want to do water sports in the Mason River. (As recreational activities, it is possible that water sports are regarded as pursuits for vacations and weekends away from the city.) This assumption underlies the claim that use of the river for water sports is sure to increase after the state cleans up the Mason River and that the city should for that reason devote more money to riverside recreational facilities.


假设3: Mason市民愿意在Mason河进行水上运动，这个前提是推出结论的基础。完全有可能在城市以外的地方进行运动和水上娱乐。


4. The assumption that the park department devoting little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational facilities means that these facilities are inadequately maintained. This assumption underlies the claim that the city should devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities. If current facilities are adequately maintained, then increased funding might not be needed even if recreational use of the river does increase.


假设4：公园部门几乎没有花钱维持水边娱乐设施就意味着这些设施状况不佳。完全有可能设施良好，这个前提是政府应该在今年投更多钱的基础，如果这些设施的状况很好，增加投资就没有必要了，参与水上运动的人也不会增加。


5. The assumption that the riverside recreational facilities are facilities designed for people who participate in water sports and not some other recreational pursuit. This assumption underlies the claim that the city should devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.


假设5：这些水上娱乐设施是为那些参加水上运动而不是其他娱乐项目的人设计的。如果这些设施是诸如饮食、观光方面的设施，那么参加水上运动的人不会因为这些设施的改善而增多，从而导致投资没有必要。


6. The assumption that the dirtiness of the river is the cause of its being little used and that cleaning up the river will be sufficient to increase recreational use of the river. (Residents might have complained about the water quality and smell even if they had no desire to boat, swim, or fish in the river.) This assumption underlies the claim that the state's plan to clean up the river will result in increased use of the river for water sports.


假设6：水脏是人们很少参加水上运动的原因，并且水体变干净后水上运动一定会增加，这是结论的基础。很有可能即便他们不喜欢水上运动依然会抱怨水体质量不佳，那么即便水的质量变好了他们还是不会参加水上运动。


7. The assumption that the complaints about the river are numerous and significant. This assumption motivates the state's plan to clean up the river and underlies the claim that use of the river for water sports is sure to increase. (Perhaps the complaints are coming from a very small minority; in which case cleaning the river might be a misuse of state funds.)


假设7：对水体投诉的数量很多而且很重要，这是结论的基础，如果投诉的人很少，那么这个投资就是没有必要的。


8. The assumption that the state's clean-up will occur soon enough to require adjustments to this year's budget. This assumption underlies the claim that the city should devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities.







假设8：财政调整后水体质量能够马上提升，这是结论的基础，如果投入资金以后水体质量没有明显提升，那么进行水上运动的人也不会增多。


9. The assumption that the clean-up, when it happens, will benefit those parts of the river accessible from the city's facilities. This assumption underlies the claim that the city should devote more money to riverside recreational facilities.


假设9：水体质量提高以后，能够对那些水上娱乐设施更有帮助。否则单纯水质的提高不会带来水上运动的增多。


10.The assumption that the city government ought to devote more attention to maintaining a recreational facility if demand for that facility increases.


假设10：如果对娱乐设施的需求提升的话，那么市政府应该更多关注去维护这些娱乐性设施。因为只是投资不一定会让设施质量提高，所以适当关注维护设施本身的行为是一个保障，而不是投资完了就不再关注，否则即便投资也不会有水上运动使用的增多。


11.The assumption that the city should finance the new project and not some other agency or group (public or private).


假设11：应该是政府而不是其他公共或私人的机构团体去资助这个新项目。有可能可以让慈善和其他机构投资来解决水上娱乐设施的问题。如果没有了上面的假设前提，导致的结果是：

1. That the logic of the argument falls apart/ is invalid/ is unsound.

这篇文章的逻辑是分割的，是无效的，是没有说服力的。

2. That the state and city are spending their funds unnecessarily.

州政府的这笔投资也是没有必要的。

按照上面的分析，既能够完成题目的具体性指令，也就是找到前提条件(前提条件作为基础)，还能深入地分析这篇论证文章存在的逻辑漏洞，并且还应该给每一个点一个解决方案。下面通过分析ETS给出的1-6分的样文及点评，来看如何完成上面的分析过程。再次声明，不需要把上面的所有点都提到，事实上考试的时间也不允许面面俱到，下面6分的文章也仅仅只是展开了三个方面。由此可见，深度和发展要比你找到很多点但都没有展开要更有价值。

Issue部分一样，6分和5分的文章是我们分析的重点，其他的我们简单看看问题所在即可。


Score 6 Response




While it may be true that the Mason City government ought to devote more money to riverside recreational facilities, this author's argument does not make a cogent case for increased resources based on river use. It is easy to understand why city residents would want a cleaner river, but this argument is rife with holes and assumptions, and thus, not strong enough to lead to increased funding.

第一段，开头段。开头段的结构非常简单，首先提出原文argument的结论：Mason City government ought to devote more money to riverside recreational facilities. 这句话就是前面所要求的，能够分析论证，能够找到文章的结构。然后作者提出自己的立场：尽管人们都希望有一条干净的河流，但是文章的证据没法证明观点。第一段陈述文章的观点，并且提出自己的立场即可。

Citing surveys of city residents, the author reports city resident's love of water sports. It is not clear, however, the scope and validity of that survey. For example, the survey could have asked residents if they prefer using the river for water sports or would like to see a hydroelectric dam built, which may have swayed residents toward river sports. The sample may not have been representative of city residents, asking only those residents who live upon the river. The survey may have been 10 pages long, with 2 questions dedicated to river sports. We just do not know. Unless the survey is fully representative, valid, and reliable, it can not be used to effectively back the author's argument.




第二段，第一个主体段落，讨论文章的第一个逻辑问题点。分为三个步骤展开，第一个步骤提出问题(也就是假设前提)，包括两句话，第一句话是指出作者证明观点的证据：Citing surveys of city residents, the author reports city resident's love of water sports; 然后提出问题：It is not clear, however, the scope and validity of that survey, 这里就提出了假设前提：假设这个调查的范围和有效性是足够的。第二个步骤论述其他可能，用具体细节去削弱，最后的总结使得文章的结论站不住脚。作者举出了三个具体的例子：如果有一个在水边建立水坝的计划，人们可能会说他们喜欢水上运动，要建立水坝防止意外；只问了水边的人，这样没有代表性；这个调查报告可能有10页纸那么长，只有2页讨论了水上运动。最后一个步骤是总结，这些东西我们都不知道，作者如果能证明这些点就能很好地证明自己的结论。

Additionally, the author implies that residents do not use the river for swimming, boating, and fishing, despite their professed interest, because the water is polluted and smelly. While a polluted, smelly river would likely cut down on river sports, a concrete connection between the resident's lack of river use and the river's current state is not effectively made. Though there have been complaints, we do not know if there have been numerous complaints from a wide range of people, or perhaps from one or two individuals who made numerous complaints. To strengthen his/her argument, the author would benefit from implementing a normed survey asking a wide range of residents why they do not currently use the river.

第三段，第二个主体段落，讨论本文存在的第二个问题点。这个段落从两个层面展开。第一个层面作者提出原文的论据：the author implies that residents do not use the river for swimming, boating, and fishing, despite their professed interest, because the water is polluted and smelly。然后提出问题，也就是前提条件While a polluted, smelly river would likely cut down on river sports, a concrete connection between the resident's lack of river use and the river's current state is not effectively made。水脏不是人们不进行水上运动的必然原因。第二个层面：先提出证据there have been complaints, 然后指出问题和反例：we do not know if there have been numerous complaints from a wide range of people, or perhaps from one or two individuals who made numerous complaints。投诉的人群可能不广，很可能只有一两个人做很多投诉。在讨论完了这两个方面之后作者提出让argument变得更合理的方案：做一个调查，问他们为什么不去进行水上运动。

Building upon the implication that residents do not use the river due to the quality of the river's water and the smell, the author suggests that a river clean-up will result in increased river usage. If the river's water quality and smell result from problems which can be cleaned, this may be true. For example, if the decreased water quality and aroma is caused by pollution by factories along the river, this conceivably could be remedied. But if the quality and aroma results from the natural mineral deposits in the water or surrounding rock, this may not be true. There are some bodies of water which emit a strong smell of sulphur due to the geography of the area. This is not something likely to be afffected by a clean-up. Consequently, a river clean up may have no impact upon river usage. Regardless of whether the river's quality is able to be improved or not, the author does not effectively show a connection between water quality and river usage.

第四段，第三个主体段落，按照三个步骤展开。第一个步骤先提出证据：a river clean-up will result inincreased river usage, 然后指出问题：如果能够清理水污染就没有问题，但是有些水的臭气是无法清除的。第二个步骤举出具体性例子去削弱：工厂的污染能清除，但是矿物质的散发气味是无法清理的，所以即便清理水污染依然解决不了问题。

A clean, beautiful, safe river often adds to a city's property values, leads to increased tourism and revenue from those who come to take advantage of the river, and a better overall quality of life for residents. For these reasons, city government may decide to invest in improving riverside recreational facilities. However, this author's argument is not likely significantly persuade the city goverment to allocate increased funding.




第五段，结尾段，作者总结了自己的观点，好的水源会吸引人们来进行水上运动，但是这篇文章的证据没有办法证明作者的观点，从而导致这笔投资是不具有说服力的。

通过这篇文章我们可以看出，6分的文章完全满足相应的评分标准，语言并不复杂，但是非常清楚地表达了自己的观点和论证。在内容上，主体只有三个段落，指出问题、提出其他可能的细节削弱观点，然后提出如何让argument变得更好的方案。下面是ETS对于这篇文章的点评。


Reader Commentary


This insightful response identifies important assumptions and thoroughly examines their implications. The proposal to spend more on riverside recreational facilities rests on a number of questionable assumptions, namely that:

• The survey provides a reliable basis for budget planning;

• The river's pollution and odor are the only reasons for its limited recreational use;

• Efforts to clean the water and remove the odor will be successful.

By showing that each assumption is highly suspect, this essay demonstrates the weakness of the entire argument. For example, paragraph 2 points out that the survey might not have used a representative sample, might have offered limited choices, and might have contained very few questions on water sports. Paragraph 3 examines the tenuous connection between complaints and limited use of the river for recreation. Complaints about water quality and odor may be coming from only a few people, and even if such complaints are numerous, other completely different factors may be much more significant in reducing river usage. Finally, paragraph 4 explains that certain geologic features may prevent effective river clean up. Details such as these provide compelling support.

In addition, careful organization insures that each new point builds upon the previous ones. Note, for example, the clear transitions at the beginning of paragraphs 3 and 4, as well as the logical sequence of sentences within paragraphs (specifically paragraph 4).

Although this essay does contain minor errors, it still conveys ideas fluently. Note the effective word choices (e.g., "rife with...assumptions" and "may have swayed residents"). In addition, sentences are not merely varied; they also display skillful embedding of subordinate elements. Note, for example, the sustained parallelism in the first sentence of the concluding paragraph.

Since this response offers a cogent examination of the argument and also conveys meaning skillfully, it earns a score of 6.

首先分析这篇文章。作者能够找到文章的前提条件：调查是可靠的；水污染是人们不去进行水上娱乐的唯一原因；清理水臭味一定会成功。然后在三个主体段落中去具体削弱前提。

文章的组织清晰，每一个点都基于前面的点，也有非常清楚的逻辑连接词，比如三、四段开头的连接，还有第四段中的逻辑连接句子让文章很连贯Building upon the implication that..., the author suggests that.... If, .... For example, if..., ... But if..., ... Consequently, ...。

尽管文章有一些语言的问题，但是观点的表达非常流畅，很多用词也很准确，比如e.g.，“rife with... assumptions”and“may have swayed residents”。除此以外，句子结构不仅多样，而且在嵌套从句方面展现出娴熟的技巧，比如第一段和最后一段。

因为这篇文章娴熟地做出了对于文章有说服力的论证，所以获得了6分。





Score 5 Response




The author of this proposal to increase the budget for Mason City riverside recreational facilities offers an interesting argument but to move forward on the proposal would definitely require more information and thought. While the correlations stated are logical and probable, there may be hidden factors that prevent the City from diverting resources to this project.

文章开头段，由两个部分组成。首先，第一句话提出文章的结论，然后第二句话说出作者的观点：尽管有可能这段话是有逻辑的，但是很多隐藏的原因导致这种投资是不合适的。

For example, consider the survey rankings among Mason City residents. The thought is that such high regard for water sports will translate into usage. But, survey responses can hardly be used as indicators of actual behavior. Many surveys conducted after the winter holidays reveal people who list exercise and weight loss as a top priority. Yet every profession does not equal a new gym membership. Even the wording of the survey results remain ambiguous and vague. While water sports may be among the residents'favorite activities, this allows for many other favorites. What remains unknown is the priorities of the general public. Do they favor these water sports above a softball field or soccer field? Are they willing to sacrifice the municipal golf course for better riverside facilities? Indeed the survey hardly provides enough information to discern future use of improved facilities.

第一个主体段落，讨论调查的合理性。先提出论据，然后提出文章存在的问题：survey responses can hardly be used as indicators of actual behavior。后面作者也通过很多细节来指出文章的问题所在。

Closely linked to the surveys is the bold assumption that a cleaner river will result in increased usage. While it is not illogical to expect some increase, at what level will people begin to use the river? The answer to this question requires a survey to find out the reasons our residents use or do not use the river. Is river water quality the primary limiting factor to usage or the lack of docks and piers? Are people more interested in water sports than the recreational activities that they are already engaged in? These questions will help the city government forecast how much river usage will increase and to assign a proportional increase to the budget.

第二个主体段落，作者对第二个假设进行分析，假设干净的水必然导致更多的对河流的应用。然后还是通过一系列问问题的方式来具体分析问题所在。

Likewise, the author is optimistic regarding the state promise to clean the river. We need to hear the source of the voices and consider any ulterior motives. Is this a campaign year and the plans a campaign promise from the state representative? What is the timeline for the clean-up effort? Will the state fully fund this project? We can imagine the misuse of funds in renovating the riverside facilities only to watch the new buildings fall into dilapidation while the state drags the river clean-up.

第三个主体段落，讨论州政府承诺清理水污染这个点过于乐观。后面也是具体提出很多问题，从细节上质疑很有可能削弱结论。

Last, the author does not consider where these additional funds will be diverted from. The current budget situation must be assessed to determine if this increase can be afforded. In a sense, the City may not be willing to draw money away from other key projects from road improvements to schools and education. The author naively assumes that the money can simply appear without forethought on where it will come from.

第四个主体段落，作者讨论原文没有考虑资金的来源，后面也用简单的语言说出钱可能不是那么容易获得的。

Examining all the various angles and factors involved with improving riverside recreational facilities, the argument does not justify increasing the budget. While the proposal does highlight a possibility, more information is required to warrant any action.




总结，重述自己的观点，结论不足以得到支持。


Reader Commentary




Each paragraph in the body of this perceptive essay identifies and examines an unstated assumption that is crucial to the argument. The major assumptions discussed are:

• That a survey can accurately predict behavior,

• That cleaning the river will, in itself, increase recreational usage,

• That state plans to clean the river will actually be realized,

• That Mason City can afford to spend more on riverside recreational facilities.

Support within each paragraph is both thoughtful and thorough. Paragraph 2, for example, points out vagueness in the wording of the survey: Even if water sports rank among the favorite recreational activities of Mason City residents, other sports may still be much more popular. Thus, if the first assumption proves unwarranted, the argument to fund riverside facilities—rather than soccer fields or golf courses—becomes much weaker. Paragraph 4 considers several reasons why river clean up plans may not be successful (the plans may be nothing more than campaign promises, or funding may not be adequate). Thus, the weakness of the third assumption undermines the argument that river recreation will increase and riverside improvements will be needed at all.

Instead of dismissing each assumption in isolation, this response places them in a logical order and considers their connections. Note the appropriate transitions between and within paragraphs, clarifying the links among the assumptions (e.g., "Closely linked to the surveys..." or "The answer to this question requires...").

Along with strong development, this response also displays facility with language. Minor errors in punctuation are present, but word choices are apt and sentences suitably varied in pattern and length. The response uses a number of rhetorical questions, but the implied answers are always clear enough to support the points being made.

Thus, the response satisfies all requirements for a score of 5, but its development is not thorough or compelling enough for a 6.

这篇文章的作者能够找到四个前提条件，并且分成四个段落去具体展开讨论。文章逻辑清楚，连接词也比较清楚，比如“Closely linked to the surveys...”or“The answer to this question requires...”。这篇文章的语言也是比较不错的，虽然有很多标点方面的小错误，但是词语的选择和句子结构的多样性还是合适的。这篇文章用到了很多修辞疑问句，并且很好地证明了自己的观点。所以这篇文章获得了5分，之所以没有获得6分，主要是发展得没有6分的文章那么完美和具有说服力。


Score 4 Response




The problem with the arguement is the assumption that if the Mason River were cleaned up, that people would use it for water sports and recreation. This is not necessarily true, as people may rank water sports among their favorite recreational activities, but that does not mean that those same people have the financial ability, time or equipment to pursue those interests.

However, even if the writer of the arguement is correct in assuming that the Mason River will be used more by the city's residents, the arguement does not say why the recreational facilities need more money. If recreational facilities already exist along the Mason River, why should the city allot more money to fund them? If the recreational facilities already in existence will be used more in the coming years, then they will be making more money for themselves, eliminating the need for the city government to devote more money to them.




According to the arguement, the reason people are not using the Mason River for water sports is because of the smell and the quality of water, not because the recreational facilities are unacceptable. If the city government alloted more money to the recreational facilities, then the budget is being cut from some other important city project. Also, if the assumptions proved unwarranted, and more people did not use the river for recreation, then much money has been wasted, not only the money for the recreational facilities, but also the money that was used to clean up the river to attract more people in the first place.


Reader Commentary




This competent response identifies some important unstated assumptions:

• That cleaning up the Mason River will lead to increased recreational use,

• That existing facilities along the river need more funding.

Paragraph 1 offers reasons why the first assumption is questionable (e.g. residents may not have the necessary time or money for water sports). Similarly, paragraphs 2 and 3 explain that riverside recreational facilities may already be adequate and may, in fact, produce additional income if usage increases. Thus, the response is adequately developed and satisfactorily organized to show how the argument depends on questionable assumptions.

This essay does not, however, rise to a score of 5 because it fails to consider several other unstated assumptions (e.g. that the survey is reliable or that the efforts to clean the river will be successful). Furthermore, the final paragraph makes some extraneous, unsupported assertions of its own. Mason City may actually have a budget surplus so that cuts to other projects will not be necessary, and cleaning the river may provide other real benefits even if it is not used more for water sports.

This response is generally free of errors in grammar and usage and displays sufficient control of language to support a score of 4.

这篇文章提出了两个前提条件，然后具体展开。这篇文章发展充分，组织也还不错。但是之所以没有获得5分，是因为首先这篇文章忽略了很多其他重要的前提，只考虑到了两个，比如条件差的有效性和处理河水就一定会干净等等都是重要的前提。另外，最后一段的内容有点游离于这篇文章之外。文章很少有语法和语言运用的错误，所以获得了4分。


Score 3 Response




Surveys are created to speak for the people; however, surveys do not always speak for the whole community. A survey completed by Mason City residents concluded that the residents enjoy water sports as a form of recreation. If that is so evident, why has the river not been used? The blame can not be soley be placed on the city park department. The city park department can only do as much as they observe. The real issue is not the residents use of the river, but their desire for a more pleasant smell and a more pleasant sight. If the city government cleans the river, it might take years for the smell to go away. If the budget is changed to accomodate the clean up of the Mason River, other problems will arise. The residents will then begin to complain about other issues in their city that will be ignored because of the great emphasis being placed on Mason River. If more money is taken out of the budget to clean the river an assumption can be made. This assumption is that the budget for another part of city maintenance or building will be tapped into to. In addition, to the budget being used to clean up Mason River, it will also be allocated in increasing riverside recreational facilites. The government is trying to appease its residents, and one can warrant that the role of the government is to please the people. There are many assumptions being made; however, the government can not make the assumption that people want the river to be cleaned so that they can use it for recreational water activities. The government has to realize the long term effects that their decision will have on the monetary value of their budget.





Reader Commentary




Even though much of this essay is tangential, it offers some relevant examination of the argument's assumptions. The early sentences mention a questionable assumption (that the survey results are reliable) but do not explain how the survey might have been flawed. Then the response drifts to irrelevant matters—a defense of the city park department, a prediction of budget problems, and the problem of pleasing city residents. Some statements even introduce unwarranted assumptions that are not part of the original argument (e.g., "The residents will then begin to complain about other issues," and "This assumption is that the budget for another part of city maintenance or building will be tapped into."). Near the end, the response does correctly note that city government should not assume that residents want to use the river for recreation. Hence, the proposal to increase funding for riverside recreational facilities may not be justified.

In summary, the language in this response is reasonably clear, but its examination of unstated assumptions remains limited, and therefore the essay earns a score of 3.

这篇文章尽管和题目相关，提出了一个假设，但是没有具体解释。然后作者就开始讨论很多并不相关的问题了。有些假设前提居然都不是题目中涉及的，比如“The residents will then begin to complain about other issues,”and“This assumption is that the budget for another part of city maintenance or building will be tapped into.”。到了结尾，本文都没有正确地提出市政府认为居民喜欢水上运动是不合理的，因而这个投资不是必然的。总而言之，这篇文章的语言还是清楚的，但是分析前提太有限了，所以只得3分。


Score 2 Response




This statement looks like logical, but there are some wrong sentences in it which is not logical.

First, this statement mentions raking water sports as their favorite recreational activities at the first sentence. However, it seems to have a ralation between the first sentence and the setence which mentions that increase the quality of the river's water and the river's smell. This is a wrong cause and result to solve the problem.

Second, as a reponse to the complaints from residents, the state plan to clean up the river. As a result, the

state expects that water sports will increase. When you look at two sentences, the result is not appropriate for the cause. Third, the last statement is the conclusion. However, even though residents rank water sports, the city government might devote the budget to another issue. This statement is also a wrong cause and result.

In summary, the statement is not logical because there are some errors in it. The supporting setences are not strong enough to support this issue.


Reader Commentary




Although this essay appears to be carefully organized, it does not follow the directions for the assigned task. In his/her vague references to causal fallacies, the writer attempts logical analysis but never refers explicitly or implicitly to any unusual assumptions. Furthermore, several errors in grammar and sentence structure interfere with meaning (e.g., "This statement looks like logical, but there are some wrong sentences in it which is not logical.").

Because this response "does not follow the directions for the assigned task" and contains errors in sentence structure and logical development, it earns a score of 2.




这篇2分的文章尽管有组织，但是没有按照题目的要求来写。这篇文章模糊地指出了因果的错误，作者尝试去分析但是始终没有明确或者暗示文章的前提条件。注意，如果能够暗示文章的前提也是可以的。比如6分的文章虽然没有明确说前提是什么，但是每段主体段落开始就是暗示文章的前提条件。另外，这篇文章语法和句子结构也有错误，并且影响了意思的表达。因为这篇文章没有按照文章要求来写，语言逻辑和发展也都有问题，所以获得了2分。


Score 1 Response




The statement assumes that everyone in Mason City enjoys some sort of recreational activity, which may not be necessarily true. They statement also assumes that if the state cleans up the river, the use of the river for water sports will definitely increase.


Reader Commentary




The brevity of this two-sentence response makes it fundamentally deficient. Sentence one states an assumption that is actually not present in the argument, and sentence two correctly states an assumption but provides no discussion of its implications. Although the response may begin to address the assigned task, it offers no development. As such, it clearly "provides little evidence of the ability to develop an organized response (i.e., is disorganized and/or extremely brief)" and should earn a score of 1.

这篇文章只有两句话，反映出考生在分析方面基本上是没有能力展开的，虽然提出了前提，但是没有发展和讨论。没有发展的能力，满足1分的标准。


练习





评分练习：以下六篇文章是ETS已经评价的1分、2分、3分、4分、5分、6分的文章，请按照前面的评分标准和样文分析，就每篇文章给出合适的分数。





题目




The following appeared in an article written by Dr. Karp, an anthropologist.

"Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia and concluded from his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire village rather than by their own biological parents. However, my recent interviews with children living in the group of islands that includes Tertia show that these children spend much more time talking about their biological parents than about other adults in the village. This research of mine proves that Dr. Field's conclusion about Tertian village culture is invalid and thus that the observation-centered approach to studying cultures is invalid as well. The interview-centered method that my team of graduate students is currently using in Tertia will establish a much more accurate understanding of child-rearing traditions there and in other island cultures."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


第一篇




Twenty years ago Dr field an anthropologist found result after reserch that in small village of tertia children reared by entire village but according to dr karp he talked most of the children that they talk about there boilogical parents. so it conclude that the reserch of dr field is unvalid now and what type of methods dr field used may be not cover all aspects of there culture and also other cultures of other islands. reared the children by entire village is not logical but in some cultures there are some surprizing customs. so may be dr field did not anlysed the culture of that island on various parameters, which we are using now a days. intrveiw with children and observing their behaviour is important because some time the person talk one thing and behave in different way look like either he not telling correct or he is showing his altitude in misguiding way. i think the behaviour of the children shows proper report of reserch and you can observe their altitude to the other adult peoples of the village and to their own biological parents. The expert reserch scholer can easily feel their emotions and behavour during some time stay with their culture. dr field maybe more research time, maybe, for longer.







	
评分
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第二篇




It might seem logical, at first glance, to agree with the argument in Dr. Karp's article that children in Tertia actually are raised by their biological parents (and perhaps even, by implication, that an observation-centered approach to anthropological study is not as valid as an interview-centered one). However, in order to fully evaluate this argument, we need to have a significant amount of additional evidence. The argument could end up being much weaker than it seems, or it might actually be quite valid. In order to make that determination, we need to know more then analyze what we learn.

The first piece of evidence that we would need in order to evaluate Dr. Karp's claims is information about whether or not Tertia and the surrounding island group have changed significantly in the past 20 years. Dr. Field conducted his observational study 20 years ago, and it is possible that Tertia has changed significantly since then. For example, if we had evidence that in the intervening years Westerners had settled on the island and they introduced a more typical Western-style family structure, it would certainly weaken Dr. Karp's argument. In that case, the original study could have been accurate, and Dr. Karp's study could be correct, as well, though his conclusion that Dr. Field's method is ineffective would be seriously weakened.

Another piece of evidence that might help us evaluate this claim involves the exact locations where Dr. Karp's interviews took place. According to this article, Dr. Karp and his graduate students conducted interviews of "children living in the group of islands that includes Tertia." If we were to learn that they never interviewed a single Tertian child, it would significantly weaken the conclusion. It could turn out to be the case, for example, that children on Tertia are raised communally, whereas children on other islands nearby are raised by their biological parents.

In order to fully evaluate this article, we would also need to learn more about the interview questions that Dr. Karp's team used. What exactly did they ask? We don't know, nor do we know what the children's responses actually were. What did they say about their biological parents? The mere fact that they speak more frequently about their biological parents than they do about other adults does not meant that they are raised by their biological parents. It would significantly undermine Dr. Karp's argument if it turned out that the children said things like how much they missed their parents or how their parents had left them in a communal environment. Without knowing WHAT the children said, it is hard to accept Dr. Karp's conclusion.

It is slightly more difficult to discuss the evidence we might need in order to evaluate the more interesting claims in Dr. Karp's article, namely his extension of the results of his study to a conclusion that interview-centered methods are inherently more valid than observational-centered approaches. In order to fully evaluate this claim, in fact, we would need to look at many more examples of interview-based and observation-based anthropological studies and we would also need to look into different study designs. Perhaps Dr. Field did not conduct an effective observational study, but other observational approaches could be effective. In order to make such grandiose claims, Dr. Karp really needs a lot of additional evidence (ideally a meta-analysis of hundreds of anthropological studies).




Clearly, then, we need to have additional evidence in order to get a more complete understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of Dr. Karp's article. We need to know about Tertia and the surrounding islands, whether or not they have changed over the past 20 years. We also need to know about study design (Dr. Karp's and Dr. Field's). And we really need a lot more information if we want to extend the results of a study about one island culture to all anthropological fieldwork.
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第三篇




It will be very inappropriate to condemn Dr. Field's observations and findings. A critical look and analyses of the argument shows that details of Dr. Field's work was not given out. In fact, it is sad on the side of the writer to think that Dr.Field's work is invalid.

First, the fact that the children of Tertia spend much time talking about their biological parents than about other adults in the village can be interpreted in a different way. The writer did not give any clue on what exactly the children were saying about their biological parents. It could be that they were talking about their parents irresponsibility of rearing them by themselves than leaving them in the hands of the whole community to bring them up. In fact, the argument could have been strengthened if the writer gave what exactly the children were talking about.

On the other hand, the writer failed on his or her part as a researcher to look at the time frame from the time Dr. Field did his analyses to the time writer also conducted His or Her research. This would have given him the insight as what new developments has taken place within the twenty years gap that Dr. Field did His analyses. The writer's argument would have given a lot of meaning if the writer had research into the cultural developments that has taken place since the time Dr. fields last visited and did completed His work at Tertia.

Also, as a reader, the tone this writing is not very convincing. It almost seems like Dr. Karp is making Dr. Fields look bad, instead of supporting his own research with information. He really only says one sentence about his own research, the rest of it is about how Field's work is not as good and saying things about Field's work. He needs to have more details about his own work to really sell the reader on it. He needs to write more about what the interview-centered method is, since he does not even say what it is. This will be more convincing if it is less of an attack on Dr. Field and more about the researches.

On the whole the writer's work is incomplete and His or Her criticisms are unfounded. The writer needs to change the qualitative way of His or Her research into a more quatitative approach. If done in this way the impact of His or Her findings will be very strong and convincing.
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第四篇




There seems to be an abundance of evidence that, if we were to examine it closely, might make us reconsider Dr. Karp's argument here. If we look first at the evidence that might weaken this argument, we can see a lot of the problems with Dr. Karp's article. It would certainly weaken the argument if we were to discover that Dr. Karp and his students did not actually conduct any of their interviews on the island of Tertia itself. Looking closely at the article, we see that Dr. Karp claims the interviews were conducted with children from the island group that includes Tertia. There is no evidence that they interviewed Tertian children. It would definitely weaken the argument if we were to learn that they interviewed children only on islands close to Tertia. Those islands may or may not have similar child-rearing traditions, and geographic proximity does not guarantee societal similarity.




Another piece of evidence that would weaken the argument could come from transcripts of the interviews themselves. Dr. Karp's article makes the claim that the children "spend much more time talking about their biological parents than about other adults", but he gives no indication of what exactly they say about their biological parents. After all, the children may be talking about how they never see their parents.

One more important piece of evidence that might undermine the argument Dr. Karp is making in this article. He admits that twenty years have passed since Dr. Field's study was conducted, but he does not provide evidence that proves child-rearing techniques have not changed significantly in that time. Any number of factors could have led to a significant shift in how children are raised. Influences from other cultures, significant catastrophic events, or a change in government structures could have led to a change in family dynamics. Any evidence of such changes would clearly undermine Dr. Karp's argument.

If we went looking for evidence that could strengthen the argument, we might also find something interesting. Obviously, some of the evidence above might strengthen the argument if they were NOT as discussed above (e.g., if there were evidence that the Tertian islands have NOT changed since Dr. Field's study or if there were transcripts that showed the children spoke about how much they loved living with their biological parents). However, if we discovered that there are numerous interview-based studies that confirm Dr. Karp's findings, it would go a long way toward bolstering his claim about Tertian child-rearing AND his claim about interview-centered studies being more effective. Another piece of evidence that would strengthen Dr. Karp's argument is undermining Dr. Field's original study. Maybe Dr. Field was sloppy, for example.

Dr. Karp's article, then, ends up looking like something of an empty shell. Depending on the evidence we find to fill it out, we may discover that it is quite convincing, or we could determine that he is full of hot air.
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第五篇


The argument is on the article written by Dr. Karp, an anthropologist and his study and the new plan to study the same in the tertia region. Dr.Karp has written an article on Children in Tertia and about the culture.

The arguement is that they have not mention the type of intreview and the type of questions of the interviwes.They haven't indicate the education level in the children and the background of the children. What are all the things the team is going to observe and study on the child rearing tradition is not clearly mention.

The team is going to study and correlate the tradition with the other island culture but there is a possibility of different environment of other island or differnt biological parents. The resource availability on one island is different than the other is also a possibility. In that situation it is not possible to correlate the culture between to iceland.

There is a possibility, Dr. Field's interview time, lacking of infrastructure in the tartia. There was no

developement of schools and other refreshment activity or the parents may not spent enough time with the children due to various reasons and that effect to the children , so they might have spend more time talking about their biological parent.




To support the argument more information about the nature, cultural background and also the type of infrastructure presence in the area is require, the kind of study carring out in the study area is require. Which would help to give more support the argument.
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第六篇


Dr. Karp's arguments that his research proves that obervation-centered research is invalid and that his interview-centered method "will establish a much more accurate understanding of child-rearing traditions there and in other island cultures" need more support. While the findings from Dr. Karp's interviews do challenge Dr. Field's results, one then cannot make the assumption that Dr. Field's research is invalid. This essay will attempt to explain three ways in which Dr. Karp can strengthen his argument.

First, Dr. Karp should provide more information about the content of the interviews. Misinterpretation from observation can be as likely as misinterpretation in interivews. It is possible that while children may spend more time talking about their own biological parents, other people from the village are still assisting in most of the rearing of the child. Perhaps asking the children how much time they spend with their parents, who disciplines them, and other specific questions about rearing would provide a more complete answer about who exactly is raising the children.

Second, Dr. Karp could provide some information about societal changes in the past twenty years. If there have been significant changes on the island of Tertia, it is possible that both anthropologists are correct. Twenty years ago, the entire village raised children, and now, biological parents raise their own children. Recents events could explain the change—such as introduction of Western mass media or changes in government (monarchy to democracy). Perhaps even interviewing adults to get a better understanding on child rearing. Not to mention, interpretting information from children and using that information to generalize about an entire island is not the most effective means. Thirdly, Dr. Karp needs more proof that the observation-centered approach to studying cultures in invalid. A potential mistake in one article can hardly invalidate an entire method of research. Other anthropologists who employ the interview-centered method need to dispute the work of anthropoligsts who use the observation-centered approach. Only when a significant amount of research can be disproved can an entire method of research be invalidated.

To conclude, Dr. Karp needs to do more research and provide more evidence before his large claims can be fully supported. In fact, it will take more than Dr. Karp alone to prove observation-centered method of research is invalid and further, that the interview-centered method is better. In terms of his own research, Dr. Karp needs to conduct more interviews on the Tertia islands and scientifically prove Dr. Field's research wrong.
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答案为：1、6、3、5、2、4.
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第五章　学术英语写作简介及其与GRE分析性写作的关系

第一节　学术英语写作简介

学术英语写作在第一部分已经作了很多介绍，它是考生未来在北美研究生院主要从事的科研活动之一，本章将更为详细地介绍学术英语写作。

学术论文写作的整体结构和内容有着一些基本的要求，了解这些非常有助于考生更加深入地理解GRE分析性写作。毕竟，在美国读过高中或者本科的学生都经历过用英语写论文的训练，并且这些都是美国大学教育最为基础的内容，如果中国考生在这方面有所欠缺，必然会在GRE分析性写作方面和美国人之间存在着很大的鸿沟。所以下面简单介绍一下英文学术论文写作的每一个板块。


1. Title (标题)


第一部分为标题title。Title通常为名词性词组或短语，一般可分为以下几类：第一，以研究内容命名，比如：The synthesis of... 或者The analysis of...。第二，以研究对象命名。第三，以研究内容和研究对象综合命名，例如：Hydrolytic degradation of tyrosine-derived polycarbonates, a class of new biomaterials。

接下来是abstract。Abstract通常由以下几个方面组成：首先，简要介绍研究背景，叙述学界对这个问题做了哪方面的研究，通常用一般过去时和被动语态，最后阐明得到了哪些主要结论。


2. Introduction (引言部分)


在标题和摘要之后，才是正文部分。正文的第一部分为introduction。

Introduction通常由以下几方面组成：

第一，介绍研究背景、研究意义。下面通过若干篇论文中的例子来说明：


例1
 Spiro orthocarbonates (SOCs) undergo double ring-opening polymerization with an expansion in volume. This unique property attracted the interest of polymer chemists.


例2
 Since the early 1960s, several synthetic, degradable polymer systems have been used as medical implant materials. Some widely investigated examples include poly (lactic acid), ..., ..., and polyorthoesters.


例3
 Wichterle and Lim developed the first synthetic polymeric hydrogels based on hydroxyethyl methacrylate, for use as biomaterials. Since then, there has been continuing interest in the development of novel types of hydrogel materials for biomedical application.


例4
 The use of enzyme catalysis in organic media for polymer-forming reactions is gaining increasing attention. The hallmark of enzymes is their ability to achieve high enantio-and regioselectivity for various chemical transformations. Furthermore, enzymes represent a family of "environmentally friendly" catalysts. Advantages of using enzymes in organic as opposed to aqueous media are as follows: (i) increased enzyme thermal stability,(ii) solubility of a wide range of substrate types in the reaction media, (iii) no requirement for pH adjustment as the reaction proceeds, and (iv) readily recyclable.




第二，阐述目前该领域的研究现状、存在问题、待解决的问题。同样也举例说明：


例1
 Ring-opening polymerization of six-membered cyclic carbonates has been studied in detail by Kricheldorf et al. and Sarell et al. after the first work on their reactivity by Searles. In recent years there has been renewal of interest in polymerization of six-membered cyclic carbonates since Endo et al. demonstrated that TMC showed volume expansion during polymerization.


例2
 Although the cationic ring-opening polymerization of SOCs has been investigated extensively, only a low molecular weight (MW) polymer was obtained and the MW cannot be controlled.


例3
 Although the utility of these materials as sutures and in a number of drug delivery applications is well established, some material's needs cannot be satisfied by their use. For example, all polyesters release acidic degradation products, limiting their utility to applications where acidity at the implant site is not a concern. The above polyesters also tend to be relatively rigid, inflexible materials. This can be a definite disadvantage when mechanical compliance with soft tissue or blood vessels is required. Finally, none of the above polyesters provides a chemically reactive pendent chain for the easy attachment of drugs, crosslinkers and biologically active moieties.

第三，指出本文的研究内容、目的及其独到之处。举例说明：


例1
 The objective of the present study was to synthesize well-defined ABA copolymers...and to investigate feasibility of preparing phase-separated structures in blends.... In this work we attempt to minimize transesterification reactions.

Our model PEG-variant surface was based on a family of tyrosine-derived biomaterials, which have been well characterized both in vitro and in vivo, and have shown great promise for use in tissue engineering applications.


例2
 This study reports for the first time that PEG, when present on a biomaterial surface in small, controlled amount, can modify, in a systematic manner, the attachment of proteins and in turn, the adhesion and migration of cells.


例3
 In this paper, we present data on.... Recently, we found that.... In this paper mechanistic aspects of the polymerization as well as polymerization conditions suppressing decarboxylation are discussed in detail.


3. Experimentation or Survey (实验或调查)


正文的第二部分为实验部分，或者是提出假设并证明假设部分，也可以是社会调查方法和调查过程部分。下面以自然科学的实验部分为例进行介绍。Experimentation通常用一般过去时和被动语态。根据实验内容可分为以下几类：

第一，材料的来源及合成、制备。直接买到的药品一般需指明来源Chemicals Amino acid (Bachem是化学品公司名)，2-(2-amino-ethyl)pyridine (Fluka) and 2-hydroxypyridine (Acros) were used as received. ZnEt2 was purchased from Aldrich and was used as received. 直接购买的溶剂等辅助药品只需简单提及或略过。All other materials were commercially available and used as received unless otherwise noted. All other chemicals were of analytical grade and were used as received. 经纯化处理的药品一般需说明纯化方法Materials。比如：Cyclotrimethylene carbonate (Ingelheim, Germany) was purified by distillation in vacuo and recrystallized from THF.

第二，写出实验测试的结果，主要是设备和仪器表征出来的数据。各测试仪器型号、参数均根据具体实验而定，由于每门学科的方法迥异，所以不再举例，其实就是把测试的数据整理出来。对于社会科学来说，应该展示出模型测试的结果或者调查的结果。




第三，各种性能测试。对于自然科学而言就是对合成的最终成功产品进行结构的测定和性能的测试。


4. Results and Discussion (结果与讨论)


正文的第三部分为Results and Discussion。这个部分论述普遍现象，通常用一般现在时，有时也用一般过去时，注意在同一段落中要避免时态跳跃，但这也不是绝对的。Results and Discussion的内容用来说明实验现象、报告实验结果和分析实验数据。这是下结论的部分，也就意味着和文章introduction部分的最后一部分内容是一致的，这一点非常重要，因为学术论文一般会把最重要的结论性内容放在introduction部分。下面举例说明：

第一，分析设备数据。比如：

Figure 1 shows the 300 MHz 1H-NMR spectrum of [G-3]-Br in which three main regions can be seen. The resonances for the exterior phenyl groups occur at 7.25-7.45 ppm, the resonances for the aromatic protons of the monomer units occur in the region 6.50-6.70 ppm, separate resonances are observed in the appropriate ratio for each "layer" of monomer units, and at high field, resonances for the methylene protons occur in the region 4.90-5.10 ppm. In addition, the methylene resonance for the unique-CH2Br functional group at the focal point of the dendritic wedge is seen at 4.40 ppm.

In the 13CNMR spectrum the resonances of the quaternary C-atom and of the C-atom in the carbonate group are shifted to lower field compared to the monomer, while the resonances of C-atom of the methylene groups are shifted to higher field.

第二，分析各种图表的说明、解释图。比如：

Figure 7 Percent monomer conversion as a function of reaction water content (% by weight) for bulk polymerizations at 70℃ for 24 h.

分析：The water content for Novozym-435-catalyzed TMC polymerization reactions conducted at 70℃ for 24 h was varied by using four different methods to dry the enzyme. Monomer conversion as a function of total reaction water content (% by weight) is plotted in Figure 7. Increasing the water content resulted in enhanced polymerization rates. For example, by increasing the reaction water content from 0.68 to 2.49%, the monomer conversion increased from 62 to 93%. Interestingly, a small increase in the water content from 0.48 to 0.52% resulted in a rather large increase in the percent monomer conversion, i.e., from 40 to 61% . These observations are similar to those made for PS-30-catalyzed polymerizations and can be explained in a similar fashion. In summary, we proposed that, by increasing the total water in reactions, polymerization rates may be increased due to an increase in the number of propagating chain ends. Also, increased water content in the system may result in enhanced enzyme activity.

第三，方程式及数学推导方程式的说明。

最后，作者要在文章中包含自己观点的阐明。

表示比较肯定的结论：

Our results confirm that the reaction of...does not furnish..., in contrast to widely cited report by Konig and Geiger. Rather, our results establish that Kohig and Geiger obtained low molecular weight...这里语气不够委婉。

或者It must be emphasized that, due to the special biodegradation mechanism of PECs, comparisons of biodegradation of particular PECs can only be made using the same shape and amount of implantates at the same implantation site.




或者This effect, which is unusual in polymerization reaction, has always been observed within the temperature investigated.

或者A careful study of...revealed that.... It must be pointed out that.... These results clearly indicate that.... Our studies indicate that.... Therefore, it is reasonable to postulate that.... Therefore, we may conclude that....

表示与期望相符：

As expected, copolymers became softer and lost much of their stiffness and strength in the wet stage. Generally, copolymers containing more than 5 mol% of PEG were flexible.

或者This is in accordance with the results discussed in the pervious chapter and supports the proposed degradation mechanism for the PHAC's.

再或者...is in good agreement with.... These observations are consistent with....

表示与期望相反：

Surprisingly, our result does not show the same trend reported in the pervious references.

表示否定及未来的工作期望：

From these results we can conclude that the presence of primary amines has a significant toxic effect on the red blood cells... This means that it is very unlikely that these polymers can be used as vectors for vivo use.

或者All preliminary attempts to elucidate the polymerization mechanism failed. It is unknown that.... This, together with..., is an area requiring additional study.

或者Nevertheless, one of most significant findings of our study is that... With regard to..., no unambiguous conclusion can be drawn from the present results...is not well understood currently and this is an area warranting further study...is not fully explored and/or understood. This can be little doubt that...

表示可能(注意各类表述的程度有所不同):

It is expected that this ring-opening reaction of six-membered cyclic carbonates can be utilized not only for the synthesis of carbonate-modified acrylic polymers but also in the development of novel polymers containing carbonate units.

或者However, these results do not imply the absence of an interaction between the particles and the albumin since the solutions become turbid after adding the albumin. This is probably due to the formation of ternary complexes.

或者This could be explained by the formation of a monolayer of albumin around the particles, which provides a further stabilization of the complexes.

或者There seems to be a relationship between the amount of positive charges present on the polymer chain and the degradation speed. PHEG, bearing no charges, degrades very fast, having only 12% of its initial molecular weight after 7.5h. pDMAEG has the highest amount of positive charges under the experimental conditions and its degradation is slowest. After 82h, the polymer has retained 52% of its original molecular weight.


5. Conclusions (结论)


论文正文的最后一个部分为Conclusions, 其时态根据具体内容而定，论述所做的研究工作通常用一般过去时，论述普遍现象通常用一般现在时，有时也用一般过去时。这里可能跟Abstract有部分重复。
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7. References (参考文献)


最后是参考文献References, 参考文献数目一般不确定，跟文章性质有关。格式有所不同，其格式根据准备投稿的杂志而定。注意文章和书的参考文献主要是引用与自己研究工作密切相关的文献，也可适当考虑多引用自己的导师、同事、同学的文献。

以上是常规的学术论文写作的基本要求，希望考生阅读上面的内容之后，即便没有写过学术论文，也要对学术论文的要求与结构有一个清晰的认识，只有这样才能具备GRE分析性写作的基本要求。

第二节　GRE分析性写作与学术英语写作的联系

GRE分析性写作考试的目的在官方指南中和本书第一部分的考试介绍中已经阐述得非常清楚了，也就是初探考生是否有学术英语写作的能力。

其实，一篇好的GRE分析性写作的文章就是一个很好的学术论文的微缩版，也就是一个小样，看考生能不能写学术论文。




下面看一篇GRE分析性写作的范文，该文可以算作一篇学术论文的缩略版。

Has creating an image become more important in our society than the reality or truth behind the image? I agree that image has become a more central concern, at least where short-term business or political success is at stake. Nevertheless, I think that in the longer term image ultimately yields to substance and fact.

The important role of image is particularly evident in the business world. Consider, for example, today's automobile industry. American cars are becoming essentially identical to competing Japanese cars in nearly every mechanical and structural respect, as well as in price. Thus to compete effectively auto companies must now differentiate their products largely through image advertising, by conjuring up certain illusory benefits—such as machismo, status, sensibility, or fun. The increasing focus on image is also evident in the book-publishing business. Publishers are relying more and more on the power of their brands rather than the content of their books. Today mass-market books are supplanted within a year with products that are essential the same—except with fresh faces, rifles, and other promotional angles. I find quite telling the fact that today more and more book publishers are being acquired by large media companies. And the increasing importance of image is especially evident in the music industry, where originality, artistic interpretation, and technical proficiency have yielded almost entirely to sex appeal.

The growing significance of image is also evident in the political realm, particularly when it comes to presidential politics. Admittedly, by its very nature politicking has always emphasized rhetoric and appearances above substance and fact. Yet since the invention of the camera presidential politicians have become increasingly concerned about their image. For example, Teddy Roosevelt was very careful never to be photographed wearing a tennis outfit, for fear that such photographs would serve to undermine his rough-rider image that won him his only term in office. With the advent of television, image became even more central in presidential politics. After all, it was television that elected J.F.K. over Nixon. And our only two-term presidents in the television age were elected based largely on their image. Query whether Presidents Lincoln, Taft, or even F.D.R. would be elected today if pitted against the handsome leading man Reagan, or the suave and politically correct Clinton. After all, Lincoln was homely, Taft was obese, and F.D.R. was crippled.

In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro man ultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking. Popular musical acts with nothing truly innovative to offer musically eventually disappear from the music scene. And anyone who frequents yard sales knows that today's best-selling books often become tomorrow's pulp. Even in politics, I think history has a knack for peeling away image to focus on real accomplishments. I think history will remember Teddy Roosevelt, for example, primarily for building the Panama Canal and for establishing our National Park System—and not for his rough-and-ready wardrobe.

In the final analysis, it seems that in every endeavor where success depends to some degree on persuasion, marketing, or salesmanship, image has indeed become the central concern of those who seek to persuade. And as our lives become busier, our attention spans briefer, and our choices among products and services become greater, I expect this trend to continue unabated—for better or worse.

这篇作文一共五个段落，一个开头段，三个主体段落和一个结尾段。

GRE作文不需要写标题和摘要，第一段相当于是学术论文的introduction部分，事实上，我们在GRE作文中把这个段落也叫做introduction, 即开头段。按照学术论文的要求，introduction部分包含背景描述、主要内容和结论，这篇GRE作文开头也包含这些内容。开头段的第一部分，Has creating an image become more important in our society than the reality or truth behind the image？一个简单的修辞疑问句是背景描述，也就是issue题干内容的归纳，以此来作为本文的背景当然比论文要简略很多。开头段的第二部分，I agree that image has become a more central concern, at least where short-term business or political success is at stake. Nevertheless, I think that in the longer term image ultimately yields to substance and fact.就是作者观点的归纳，也是下面所有内容的归纳。所以，一篇GRE作文的所有观点和立场都必须在第一段中清楚地阐明，必须对全文的内容进行掌控。




第二段为第一个主体段落，主题句是The important role of image is particularly evident in the business world. Consider, for example, today's automobile industry.后面的所有段落都围绕这个分析来展开。

第三段为第二个主体段落，主题句是The growing significance of image is also evident in the political realm, particularly when it comes to presidential politics.后面的所有内容也是围绕这个主题句来展开的。

第四段为第三个主体段落，主题句是In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably.后面的内容也是围绕这个主题句来展开的。

第五段为结尾段。结尾段本质上是对文章所有内容的总结与归纳，从这个角度来说，结尾段和开头段中的第二部分说出的作者的主要立场是一致的。这里的In the final analysis, it seems that in every endeavor where success depends to some degree on persuasion, marketing, or salesmanship, image has indeed become the central concern of those who seek to persuade. And as our lives become busier, our attention spans briefer, and our choices among products and services become greater, I expect this trend to continue unabated—for better or worse. 其实就是作者主要观点的再次表达。

有了宏观上对于学术英语写作以及与GRE分析性写作的介绍，想必大家对于GRE写作应该有了进一步的认识，本书后面的章节将从最基本的段落写作到篇章一步一步地讨论如何进行学术英语写作基本能力的提高以及构建学术英语写作和GRE写作思想的方法。










第六章　学术英语写作的基础：如何写一个段落

第一节　段落的结构

在英文文章的写作过程中，首先要学会写作一个完整的段落，只要有完整的段落，组织出一篇文章就相对比较容易了。在本章中，我们重点学习段落写作的原理。首先必须理解段落是如何构成的，以及了解每一个构成部分的功能和要求。

一个段落有三个构成部分：主题句(topic sentence)，发展句(developing sentence)和结尾句(concluding sentence)。其中，主题句和发展句是最为关键的部分，结尾句相对而言比较简单。在接下来的篇幅中，我们分别讨论一下三个部分的基本要求。


1. 要写出一个有效的主题句(Topic Sentence)


主题句的主要功能是指出整个段落的中心思想和主要内容，要能够很合适地归纳所有段落的内容。主题句能够告诉读者全段的主要观点，同时这也是全段中最为重要的一句话。主题句要暗示读者这个段落将会讨论什么，相当于一个极为有帮助的向导。所以，这个句子的意义在于：对于读者而言，能够知道后面会讨论什么内容，从而让学术交流变得更加有效；对于写作者而言，也会非常清楚地知道什么内容在主题句控制之下，什么内容不在主题句控制之下，这样可以避免文章出现游离的现象。然而，并不是说所有的文章就必然要有一个主题句，很多记叙和描写的文章都会把主题句隐藏起来，而不是明确地表达，这是很常见的。但是一般而言，在说明性议论文，尤其是学术论文中，都会很明确地提出主题句。至于主题句的位置，其实也没有明确地规定，既可以在这个段落的开头位置，也可以在结尾位置，甚至可以在中间某一个地方。但是一般而言，在学术论文这种高效性的学术交流文章中，还是倾向于把主题句放在第一句，这样相对而言更清楚明朗。鉴于此，我们一般也希望考生把每一个段落的主题句放在段落开始的第一句话。

不要简单地以为，段落的第一句话就必然是主题句。在学术英语写作中有一个误区，就是把第一句话简简单单当作一个开始，实则不然，这个句子要能够归纳整个段落的内容才是主题句。比如下面这个段落：

First of all, by providing all children with fundamental skills and knowledge, a common core curriculum would help ensure that our children grow up to become reasonably informed, productive members of society. In addition, a common core curriculum would provide a predictable foundation upon which college administrators and faculty could more easily build curricula and select course materials for freshmen that are neither below nor above their level of educational experience. Finally, a core curriculum would ensure that all schoolchildren are taught core values upon which any democratic society depends to thrive, and even survive—values such as tolerance of others with different viewpoints, and respect for others.

这个段落第一句话有一个first of all, 看上去像主题句，实际上不是，原因是by providing all children with fundamental skills and knowledge, a common core curriculum would help ensure that our children grow up to become reasonably informed, productive members of society并不是归纳整个段落，实际上，这句话只是本段中并列的三个点中的第一个而已。主题句必须是能够归纳全段内容的句子。所以，这个段落如果在前面加一个主题句就是更有效的段落了，如下所示：





A national core curriculum would be beneficial to a nation in a number of respects.
 First of all, by providing all children with fundamental skills and knowledge, a common core curriculum would help ensure that our children grow up to become reasonably informed, productive members of society. In addition, a common core curriculum would provide a predictable foundation upon which college administrators and faculty could more easily build curricula and select course materials for freshmen that are neither below nor above their level of educational experience. Finally, a core curriculum would ensure that all schoolchildren are taught core values upon which any democratic society depends to thrive, and even survive—values such as tolerance of others with different viewpoints, and respect for others.

第一个句子A national core curriculum would be beneficial to a nation in a number of respects. 就很好地归纳了下面所有的内容，从而是一个好的有效的主题句。

如何去写作一个有效的主题句呢?一个有效的主题句必须包含两个内容：主题(topic)和控制性观点(controlling idea)，这两个概念非常重要。Topic就是这个段落要讨论的主要对象。比如上面这个段落，这个段落的topic就是A national core curriculum would be beneficial to a nation, 即国家统一的课程对一个国家是有好处的。下面给出几个段落的主题句，我们分别分析其topic是什么。


例1
 Marriage has developed through three stages.


例2
 People try many different ways to improve their looks.


例3
 Students have various reasons for choosing where they want to sit in the classroom.


例4
 Society is trying many approaches to discourage people from smoking.


例5
 San Francisco is well known for its many tourist attractions.

例1中，句子很明显暗示了整个段落的讨论对象，topic是marriage; 例2中讨论的topic是improve their looks; 例3中的topic是choosing where they want to sit in the classroom; 例4中的topic是discourage people from smoking; 例5的topic是San Francisco。所以对于一个主题句而言，最基本的就是要告诉读者这个段落主要讨论的内容是什么。

但光有主题句是远远不够的，还需要另外一个更为重要的部分，叫做控制性观点，也就是controlling idea。Controlling idea的主要功能是把topic限制在一个适当的范围内，以至于整个段落都被这个主题句所控制。换言之，controlling idea在限制topic的范围，因为毕竟一个段落要讨论清楚上面topic中涉及的所有方面是不可能的，所以controlling idea相当于把范围缩小。比如上面的五个例子：例1讨论婚姻，一个段落想把婚姻讨论清楚是不可能的，所以作者需要给出一个controlling idea也就是三个发展阶段，那么这样整个段落就不会漫无目的地讨论婚姻，只会在一个小范围内讨论婚姻，也就是讨论婚姻发展的三个阶段，这才是一个段落可以讨论的内容。例2中，提升他们的外表这样一个topic要讨论的内容也可以非常之多，比如可以讨论提升外表的意义、重要性、方法、影响等等，所以给出一个controlling idea相当于限定了这个段落只会讨论提升外表的几种不同方式。例3的controlling idea暗示读者这个段落要讨论的肯定是不同的理由。例4的controlling idea讨论的肯定是方法。例5中的topic是一个城市，这几乎可以写一本书，但是给出控制性观点就相当于把旧金山限制在讨论其几个旅游景点上面了，所以段落就能很好地发展。

有了topic和controlling idea, 一个段落的主题句就可以形成。切记，主题句不能太抽象，否则一个段落肯定讨论不清楚；主题句也不能太具体，因为太具体就没有什么内容可以发展，并且无论发展出什么内容都游离于主题句之外；主题句更不能不相关，主题句一定要很好地控制、包含但不超越后面发展的主要内容。

下面我们分析几个段落，在读段落的过程中，希望读者尤其关注几个问题：主题句是什么?在主题句中，topic和controlling idea分别是什么?主题句能够暗示整个段落的行文内容甚至是逻辑思路吗?主题句是不是很好地对整个段落作出了控制。读者在检查自己的文章的时候，希望也能通过这几个问题来审查自己的主题句写得是否合格。





例1
 A national core curriculum would be beneficial to a nation in a number of respects.
 First of all, by providing all children with fundamental skills and knowledge, a common core curriculum would help ensure that our children grow up to become reasonably informed, productive members of society. In addition, a common core curriculum would provide a predictable foundation upon which college administrators and faculty could more easily build curricula and select course materials for freshmen that are neither below nor above their level of educational experience. Finally, a core curriculum would ensure that all schoolchildren are taught core values upon which any democratic society depends to thrive, and even survive—values such as tolerance of others with different viewpoints, and respect for others.

标注下划线的是主题句，topic是讲全国统一课程的好处，controlling idea就是几个方面(a number of respects)。而这个主题句非常完美地对后面的内容进行了预示，事实上，后面的确是从三个方面(First of all, ... In addition, ... Finally, ...)对好处进行了解释，所以是满足要求的主题句。


例2
 To begin with, the contention accords with our everyday experience as humans from early childhood through adulthood.
 As infants we learn how to walk by falling down again and again. As adolescents we discover our social niche, and develop self-confidence and assertiveness, only by way of the sorts of awkward social encounters that are part-and-parcel of adolescence. Through failed relationships not only do we discover who we are and are not compatible with, we also discover ourselves in the process. And, most of us find the career path that suits us only through trying jobs that don't.

标注下划线的是主题句，topic是the contention accords with our everyday experience, 讨论这个观点(失败导致成功) 和我们的日常生活是相符合的，然后给出controlling idea, 也就是from early childhood throughadulthood。这个控制性观点很好地暗示了作者在证明从个人日常生活角度而言，失败会导致成功，并且从时间的逻辑顺序展开。事实上，后面的确是从几个方面(As infants, .... As adolescents, ....) 来解释的，最后是从成年时期的工作和情感两个方面来解释的。

另外，主题句既不能太抽象，也不能太具体，比如：


例1




Too General: People hate American food.

Too Specific: People hate American food that is tasteless and greasy because Americans canned, frozen, and prepackaged foods and because everything is fried in oil or butter.

Good: People hate American food that is tasteless and greasy.


例2




Too General: San Francisco is famous.

Too Many Ideas: San Francisco is famous for its temperate climate, its many tourist attractions and its cosmopolitan atmosphere.

Good: San Francisco is famous for its many tourist attractions.

为了更好地理解主题句的结构、要求和写作方法，下面做两个练习。


练习一





找到每个段落的主题句。按照上面的方法进行分析：主题句是什么？在主题句中topic和controlling idea分别是什么？主题句能够暗示整个段落的行文内容甚至是逻辑思路吗？主题句是不是很好地对整个段落作出了控制?








1.
 Questioning authority is also essential for advances in the sciences. Passive acceptance of prevailing principles quells innovation, invention, and discovery, all of which clearly benefit any society. In fact, the very notion of scientific progress is predicated on rigorous scientific inquiry—in other words, questioning of authority. History is replete with scientific discoveries that posed challenges to political, religious, and scientific authority. For example, the theories of a sun-centered solar system, of humankind's evolution from other life forms, and of the relativity of time and space, clearly flew in the face of "authoritative" scientific as well as religious doctrine of their time. Moreover, when it comes to science a successful challenge to authority need not come from a large number of people. The key contributions of a few individuals—like Copernicus, Kepler, Newton, Darwin, Einstein, and Hawking—often suffice.


2.
 Similarly, in the arts, people must challenge established styles and forms rather than imitate them; otherwise, no new art would ever emerge, and society would be worse off. And again, it is not necessary that a large number of people pose such challenges; a few key individuals can have a profound impact. For instance, modern ballet owes much of what is new and exciting to George Ballanchine, who by way of his improvisational techniques posed a successful challenge to established traditions. And modern architecture arguably owes its existence to the founders of Germany's Bauhaus School of Architecture, which challenged certain "authoritative" notions about the proper objective, and resulting design, of public buildings.


3.
 The speaker's assertion is troubling in two other respects as well. First, no amount of research can completely solve the enduring problems of war, poverty, and violence, for the reason that they stem from certain aspects of human nature—such as aggression and greed. Although human genome research might eventually enable us to engineer away those undesirable aspects of our nature, in the meantime it is up to our economists, diplomats, social reformers, and jurists—not our research laboratories—to mitigate these problems. Secondly, for every new research breakthrough that helps reduce human suffering is another that serves primarily to add to that suffering. For example, while some might argue that physics researchers who harnessed the power of the atom have provided us with an alternative source of energy and invaluable "peace-keepers", this argument flies in the face of the hundreds of thousands of innocent people murdered and maimed by atomic blasts, and by nuclear meltdowns. And, in fulfilling the promise of "better living through chemistry" research has given us chemical weapons for human slaughter. In short, so-called "advances" that scientific research has brought about often amount to net losses for humanity.


练习二





下面的每一个段落都缺乏主题句，请你仔细阅读整个段落的内容，然后在每个段落前面加上一个合适的主题句。



1.
 __________________________________________________________________. Passive acceptance of prevailing principles quells innovation, invention, and discovery. In fact, the very notion of scientific progress is predicated on rigorous scientific inquiry—in other words, skepticism. And history is replete with examples of students of science who challenged what they had been taught, thereby paving the way for scientific progress. For example, in challenging the notion that the Earth was in a fixed position at the center of the universe, Copernicus paved the way for the corroborating observations of Galileo a century later, and ultimately for Newton's principles of gravity upon which all modern science is based. The staggering cumulative impact of Copernicus'rejection of what he had been taught is proof enough of the value of skepticism.


2.
 _________________________________________________________________. History is replete with evidence that our most gifted musical composers are young, relatively inexperienced, individuals. Notables ranging from Mozart to McCartney come immediately to mind. Similarly, the wide-eyed wonder of inexperience seems to spur scientific innovation. Consider the science fiction writer Jules Verne, who through pure imagination devised highly specific methods and means for transporting humans to outer space. What makes his imaginings so remarkable is that the actual methods and means for space flight, which engineers settled on through the experience of extensive research and trial-and-error, turned out to be essentially the same ones Verne had imagined nearly a century earlier!





3.
 _________________________________________________________________. Regarding the former, in spite of the many words in the modern English language that are unique to Western culture, modern English is derived from, and builds upon, a variety of linguistic traditions—and ultimately from the ancient Greek and Latin languages. Were we to insist on rejecting tradition in favor of purely modern language we would have essentially nothing to say. The same holds true for all other modern languages. As for law, consider the legal system in the United States, which is deeply rooted in traditional English common-law principles of equity and justice. The system in the U.S. requires that new, so-called "modern" laws be consistent with and indeed build upon—those traditional principles.


2. 要有足够的发展


主题句是段落中最为重要的一个句子，同时也是全段最为抽象的一个句子。主题句需要整个段落的内容来支持。对于非专业人士而言，写作中存在的最为严重的一个问题就是主题句后面写了很多句子，但是这些句子都是对主题句累赘性的重复，并不是真正的发展。作为中间段落的发展，必须提供新信息，并且新信息要被主题句所控制。如果你发现，你的主题句后面的内容没有从实质上发展这个主题句，没有任何新的信息的导入，完全是说主题句中涉及的问题的存在，那么根据我们前面所分析的评分标准，很有可能获得低分。

比如下面是某学生作文中的一个段落：

The leading reason of high rate of juvenile delinquency is the negative influence of commercialized mass media. People, especially young people today spend vast majority of their spare time watching television programs, which waste a lot of their precious time. Without so many television programs, the young people would not commit so many crimes. Therefore, it is because the television that the rate of juvenile delinquency has increased dramatically these days. The effect is so pronounced, and we have to do something to control the television programs, and only in this way can the rate of juvenile delinquency be dropped to an acceptable level. If young people spend less time watching television, and spend more time on reading or communicating with their family member, I think the social problem will be solved effectively.

看上去这个段落写了很多内容，但是如果我们把这段话翻译成中文来，读者就能发现可怕之处。也许有人还会认为这段话写得还不错，句式也比较丰富，但是其实没有发展，必然是会获得低分的。


译文：




青少年犯罪率提高的最重要原因是商业化大众传媒的负面影响。人们，尤其是今天的年轻人们把大量的时间都花在看电视节目上，这浪费了他们大量的宝贵时间。如果不是有这么多电视节目，年轻人就不会犯这么多的罪了。所以，最近青少年犯罪率显著提高的原因正是电视节目。这个影响非常明显，我们只有控制电视节目才能有效地控制青少年犯罪率。如果年轻人能够少看电视，把更多时间花在读书或者和家人交流上，那么我相信这个社会问题肯定能够有效解决。

但是遗憾的是，这个段落发展得非常糟糕!因为主题句暗示读者，这个段落接下来的重点就是讨论青少年犯罪的提高为什么是商业传媒或者电视节目的影响。而这个段落后面没有对这个原因作任何解释和说明，只是反复说青少年犯罪的原因就是电视，有了电视就犯罪，如果没有电视节目就会不犯罪，事实上没有任何新的信息，没有发展内容。作为优秀的发展内容，必须讨论原因：出于商业利益的考虑，现在的电视节目希望通过很多暴力和色情内容来吸引眼球，导致暴力和色情的节目被青少年看到，而且青少年正处于一个易于模仿的阶段，所以很有可能模仿电视节目中的内容，也就是被影响，最终导致他们去犯罪。这些内容就是发展的内容，暴力与色情、青少年的模仿，都是新的信息，都很好地发展了从看电视到青少年犯罪之间的因果链。再看看前面我们举例的段落，无一例外地，所有的段落展开都有新的信息提出，并且新的信息也被主题句所控制：





例1
 A national core curriculum would be beneficial to a nation in a number of respects.
 First of all, byproviding all children with fundamental skills and knowledge, a common core curriculum would helpensure that our children grow up to become reasonably informed, productive members of society. Inaddition, a common core curriculum would provide a predictable foundation upon which collegeadministrators and faculty could more easily build curricula and select course materials for freshmenthat are neither below nor above their level of educational experience. Finally, a core curriculum wouldensure that all schoolchildren are taught core values upon which any democratic society depends tothrive, and even survive—values such as tolerance of others with different viewpoints, and respect forothers.

主题句就是要讨论：全国统一课程有若干好处。如果这个段落后面说：全国统一课程非常好，怎么好怎么好，所以一定要统一课程，不统一课程很有可能得不到这些好处，并且一旦统一了课程，教学效率就会得到提高，能够有效完成我们的教学任务，那么这个段落同刚才的段落一样，没有发展内容。但是在这里，发展的内容有全新的信息，也就是提出三个好处：统一课程保证学生的基础知识有保障；选择学习材料也会比较容易；核心价值的教育得到了保证。这才叫发展。


例2
 To begin with, the contention accords with our everyday experience as humans from early childhoodthrough adulthood. As infants we learn how to walk by falling down again and again. As adolescentswe discover our social niche, and develop self-confidence and assertiveness, only by way of the sortsof awkward social encounters that are part-and-parcel of adolescence. Through failed relationships notonly do we discover who we are and are not compatible with, we also discover ourselves in theprocess. And, most of us find the career path that suits us only through trying jobs that don't.

主题句也暗示了后面的发展：从个人的角度而言，失败会导致成功，从童年到成年都是如此。也就是需要从小到大来讨论失败的确会导致成功，要提供从小到大的信息：小时候，摔跤学会了走路；青春期通过挫败认识了自我和社会；成年通过失败的感情找到了合得来的人；成年通过找自己不喜欢的工作慢慢发展了自己的职业道路。这些都是新信息，并且受控制于主题句。

阅读下面几个段落，仔细观察分析是如何发展的，尤其关注主题句和发展的句子之间的关系。


例1
 Another example of the value of distrusting what we are told is scientific fact that involves the debate over whether human behavioral traits are a function of internal physical forces ("nature") or of learning and environment ("nurture"). Throughout human history the prevailing view has shifted many times. The ancients assumed that our behavior was governed by the whims of the gods; in medieval times it became accepted fact that human behavior is dictated by bodily humours, or fluids; this "fact" later yielded to the notion that we are primarily products of our upbringing and environment. Now researchers are discovering that many behavioral traits are largely a function of the unique neurological structure of each individual's brain. Thus only by distrusting facts about human behavior can we advance in our scientific knowledge and, in turn, learn to deal more effectively with human behavioral issues in such fields as education, juvenile delinquency, criminal reform, and mental illness.





例2
 Turning first to discoveries, I agree that discovery often occurs when we unexpectedly happen upon something in our quest for something else—such as an answer to unrelated question or a solution to an unrelated problem. A variety of geographical, scientific, and anthropological discoveries aptly illustrate this point. In search of a trade route to the West Indies Columbus discovered instead an inhabited continent unknown to Europeans; and during the course of an unrelated experiment Fleming accidentally discovered penicillin. In search of answers to questions about marine organisms, oceanographers often happen upon previously undiscovered, and important, archeological artifacts and geological phenomena; conversely, in their quest to understand the Earth's structure and history geologists often stumble upon important human artifacts. In light of the foregoing examples, "intentional discovery" might seem an oxymoron; yet in fact it is not. Many important discoveries are anticipated and sought out purposefully.


3. 用总结句总结整个段落


其实相对于前面的主题句和发展的内容，结尾句是最不重要的。实际上，结尾句就是把整个段落的内容再归纳一遍，简单说，它跟主题句的内容在本质上是一样的。所以如果在考场上时间比较紧张的前提下，不写结尾句也是可以完全接受的。

结尾句往往用in conclusion, to sum up等表达，对全段作一个归纳。


例1
 Although the vocabulary of English is the area that shows the most Native American influence, it is not the only area of U.S. culture that has been shaped by contact with Native Americans. Art is another area of important Native American contributions. Wool rugs woven by women of the Navajo tribe in Arizona and New Mexico are highly valued works of art in the United States. Native American jewelry made from silver and turquoise is also very popular and very expensive. Especially in the western and southwestern regions of the United States, native crafts such as pottery, leather products, and beadwork can be found in many homes. Indeed, native art and handicrafts are a treasured part of U.S. culture.

最后一句话Indeed, native art and handicrafts are a treasured part of U.S. culture. 就是对整个段落的归纳与总结。


例2
 Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. First of all, gold has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. Therefore, it is suitable for jewelry, coins, and ornamental purposes. Gold never needs to be polished and will remain beautiful forever. For example, a Macedonian coin remains as untarnished today as the day it was mined twenty-three centuries ago. Another important characteristic of gold is its usefulness to industry and science. For many years, it has been used in hundreds of industrial applications. The most recent use of gold is in astronauts'suits. Astronauts wear gold-plated heat shields for protection outside the spaceship. In conclusion, gold is treasured not only for its beauty, but also for its utility.

最后一句话In conclusion, gold is treasured not only for its beauty, but also for its utility.完全归纳了整个段落，另外和主题句Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. 本质上也是完全相同的。

第二节　段落的逻辑切分(Logical Division)方法

在上一节中，我们讨论了一个段落的结构要求，包括主题句、发展句和结尾句。在本节中，我们重点讨论学术英语写作中发展句之间的逻辑关系，也就是段落的逻辑切分(logical division)方法。

总体而言，段落的逻辑切分和展开方法分为以下几种：时间顺序发展(development by time)、过程发展(development by process)、空间发展(development by space)、举例和归纳发展(development by example or generalization)、比较和对比发展(development by comparison and contrast)、因果发展(development by cause and effect)、分类发展(development by classification)以及上述发展方法的综合运用。




具体用哪一种方法展开要取决于写作的目的，不同的表达目的往往有不同的发展思路。下面本书列举了常见的逻辑展开的具体分析和实例，包括应用条件。


1. 时间顺序发展(development by time)


时间顺序发展的核心思路就是按照时间从始到末来发展一个段落，而且往往在记叙文中最为明显，按照故事叙述的先后展开段落。当然在GRE的段落写作中，也有按照时间发展顺序展开段落的，当要写一个事件或者按照时间顺序发展观点的时候，就会用到。比如不同时期的问题分析(比如不同时期绘画风格如何体现社会意识形态，人的不同时间段受到的教育是否以实用性为目标)，就可以用这种时间发展的方式来展开段落。下面的一些表达常常用于时间发展的段落中：

when, while, before, after, as, in the..., at the turn of the century, later, earlier, formerly, now, nowadays, during, between...and..., in...(year), since..., later, afterwards, earlier, formerly, from then on, in the 1990s, at birth, in childhood, in infancy, in adolescence, as an adult, in adulthood, in old age, at death, simultaneously, simultaneous with, at the same time, the former, the latter, previous, previously, prior to, first, second, in the first place, in the second place, to begin with, next, then, subsequently, in the next place, in conclusion, finally, lastly, in the end

比如下面的段落，就是按照时间顺序发展的：

The first railroads were developed in Europe in the sixteenth century. They looked nothing like those of today. The rails were of wood, and the cars, small wooden carts which hauled coal, were drawn by horses. By the early nineteenth century, railroad technology had advanced considerably. Steam locomotives had been developed, and cast iron was used for tracks. In 1825 a railroad line began carrying passengers as well as freight. That same year America's first known steam locomotive was run on a circular track at Hoboken, New Jersey. Soon American locomotives and railroads were multiplying rapidly. Many short rail lines were laid during the 1830s. These short lines were then linked with one another, and by the early 1840s networks of rails connected all the eastern cities.

再如：

When he got married, Alf was too embarrassed to say anything to his wife about his job. He simply told her that he worked for the Corporation. Every morning, he left home dressed in a smart black suit. He then changed into overalls and spent the next eight hours as a dustman. Before returning home at night, he took a shower and changed back into his suit. Alf did this for over two years and his fellow dustmen kept his secret. Alf's wife has never discovered that she married a dustman and she never will, for Alf has just found another job. He will soon be working in an office as a junior clerk. He will be earning only half as much as he used to, but he feels that his rise in status is well worth the loss of money. From now on, he will wear a suit all day and others will call him "Mr. Bloggs", not "Alf".


练习一





阅读下面的句子，然后按照时间顺序把它们组接成一个完整的段落。




1. When Lincoln was eight years old, his father lost most of his land in Kentucky.




2. Lincoln's mother died when he was nine years old.

3. When Lincoln was nine, his stepmother persuaded his father that Abraham should begin to go to school.

4. Lincoln was born in Kentucky.

5. He started school, but it soon closed.

6. The first winter they spent in Indiana they lived in a house with only three walls; the fourth side was open for a fire.

7. Lincoln's family moved to Indiana after his father's bankruptcy.


参考答案：Lincoln was born in Kentucky. When he was eight years old, his father lost most of his land. After that, the family moved to Indiana. The first winter there they lived in a house with only three walls; the fourth side was open for a fire. Lincoln's mother died when he was nine. In the same year, his father married again. Lincoln's stepmother persuaded his father that Abraham should begin to go to school. So he started school, but it soon closed.



练习二





阅读下面两段话，并注意段落是如何按照时间顺序展开的。





1.
 Another example of the value of distrusting what we are told is scientific fact that involves the debate over whether human behavioral traits are a function of internal physical forces ("nature") or of learning and environment ("nurture"). Throughout human history the prevailing view has shifted many times. The ancients assumed that our behavior was governed by the whims of the gods; in medieval times it became accepted fact that human behavior is dictated by bodily humours, or fluids; this "fact" later yielded to the notion that we are primarily products of our upbringing and environment. Now researchers are discovering that many behavioral traits are largely a function of the unique neurological structure of each individual's brain. Thus only by distrusting facts about human behavior can we advance in our scientific knowledge and, in turn, learn to deal more effectively with human behavioral issues in such fields as education, juvenile delinquency, criminal reform, and mental illness.


2.
 To begin with, the contention accords with our everyday experience as humans from early childhood

through adulthood. As infants we learn how to walk by falling down again and again. As adolescents we discover our social niche, and develop self-confidence and assertiveness, only by way of the sorts of awkward social encounters that are part-and-parcel of adolescence. Through failed relationships not only do we discover who we are and are not compatible with, we also discover ourselves in the process. And, most of us find the career path that suits us only through trying jobs that don't.


2. 过程发展(development by process)


过程发展在描述一个程序的时候尤其有用，往往在写作完成一个项目或事件的时候，我们都会从第一步慢慢写到最后一步。这种一个步骤接着一个步骤的逻辑发展顺序就是过程发展的方法。

在过程分析的段落中，我们常常用到以下词汇：

first (ly), next, then, once, until, as soon as, as, while, when, after, at the same time, at this point, finally等等。




比如下面这个段落，主题句提出了人工呼吸，然后按照人工呼吸的步骤一步一步展开。阅读过程中，请关注如何用到下面的词汇，也就是加下划线的词汇部分。

Once you encounter a person who has stopped breathing, you should begin immediately to do mouth-to-mouth breathing. First
 , place the victim on his back and remove any foreign matter from his mouth with your fingers. Then tilt his head backwards, so that his chin is pointing up. Next
 , pull his mouth open and his jaw forward, pinch his nostrils shut to prevent the air which you blow into his mouth from escaping through his nose. Then
 place your mouth tightly over the victim's. Blow into his mouth until you see his chest rise. Then turn your head to the side and listen for the outrush of air which indicates an air exchange. Repeat the process....

下面的例子讲述邮奇包裹的过程：

It is necessary for a person to know how to post a parcel, since almost everyone has relatives and friends living far away and he may like to send them something. Different objects are packed in different ways. Things like bottles of medicine and watches should be put into wooden boxes to avoid breakage. After you have packed the objects, put down your address and that of the addressee on the wrapping. Give the parcel to the postal clerk for him to check. He will then give you a form to fill in. Having filled in the form, you give it together with the parcel to the clerk. He will weigh the parcel and tell you how much you should pay. You pay the money and get a receipt. Be sure to keep your receipt until you are sure that the addressee has received the parcel. If anything wrong should happen to your parcel, you can show the receipt to the clerk and ask to be reimbursed.

当然，在GRE分析性写作的过程中，我们其实很少用到过程的展开方法，因为我们很少描述一个过程。GRE中最接近过程分析的方法其实是上面讨论到的时间顺序，比如中世纪到文艺复兴再到工业革命时期艺术分别是怎么样，虽然是一个艺术发展的过程，但实际上也是按照不同的时间顺序逐一展开讨论的。


3. 空间发展(development by space)


有一些文章段落的展开方式是按照空间顺序。比如东南西北，比如从一个方位到另一个方位，从外层到里层或者从里层到外层，或者从一个地区到另一个地区等等。主要有以下连接信号词：

where, in which, to which, from which, under, over, inside, beside, on top of, along, through, as far as, north, northern, south, southern, to the left, to the right, at the back, in front of, in the middle等等。

但是整体而言，这种方法在GRE写作中还是比较少用到的，因为在分析性问题中，尤其是GRE问题的分析中，我们很少用到空间发展的方式。

下面是一个空间发展段落的例子，注意标注下划线的部分：

Mr. Smith, a distinguished history professor, arranges his books on the bookshelves in a unique way. In the upper right hand corner
 , there are books about the development of the early colonies in New England and the War of Independence. Right under them
 can be found books on the slave trade, the plantation system and the growth of the southern states. The left side of the shelf
 contains hundreds of books concerning subjects of the Westward Movement, Indian culture, the cowboys'contribution to American society and the Gold Rush in California. From the description above, one can see that Mr. Smith regards his bookshelves as a map of the U.S. and arranges his history books accordingly. It is odd, but it is convenient.

当然，在少数情况下，GRE写作是可以用到空间展开的方法的。比如下面讨论物质结构方面的段落。

Or consider the area of atomic physics. The naked human eye perceives very little, of course, of the complexity of matter. To our distant ancestors the physical world appeared simple—seemingly comprehensible by means of sight and touch. Then by way of scientific knowledge we learned that all matter is comprised of atoms, which are further comprised of protons, neutrons, and electrons. Then we discovered an even more basic unit of matter called the quark. And now a new so-called "string" theory posits the existence of an even more fundamental, and universal, unit of matter.
 On the one hand, these discoveries have rendered things more comprehensible, by explaining and reconciling empirical observations of how matter behaves. The string theory also reconciles the discrepancy between the quantum and wave theories of physics. On the other hand, each discovery has in turn revealed that matter is more complex than previously thought. In fact, the string theory, which is theoretically sound, calls for seven more dimensions—in addition to the three we already know about! I'm hard-pressed to imagine anything more complex or mysterious.




在这个段落中，标下划线的部分就是按照从外面到里面的步骤来介绍原子结构的，用到的论证过程就有空间顺序展开的思路。

再如：

Verrazano, an Italian about whom little is known, sailed into New York Harbour in 1524 and named it Angouleme. He described it as "a very agreeable situation located within two small hills in the midst of which flowed a great river." Though Verrazano is by no means considered to be a great explorer, his name will probably remain immortal, for on November 21st, 1964, the greatest bridge in the world was named after him. The Verrazano Bridge, which was designed by Othmar Ammann, joins Brooklyn to Staten Island. It has a span of 4260 feet. The bridge is so long that the shape of the earth had to be taken into account by its designer. Two great towers support four huge cables. The towers are built on immense underwater platforms made of steel and concrete. The platforms extend to a depth of over 100 feet under the sea. These alone took sixteen months to build. Above the surface of the water, the towers rise to a height of nearly 700 feet. They support the cables from which the bridge has been suspended. Each of the four cables contains 26,108 lengths of wire. It has been estimated that if the bridge were packed with cars, it would still only be carrying a third of its total capacity. However, size and strength are not the only important things about this bridge. Despite its immensity, it is both simple and elegant, fulfilling its designer's dream to create "an enormous object drawn as faintly as possible."


4. 举例和归纳发展(development by example or generalization)


在有些观点或者推理比较抽象的时候，一个清晰的例子或者对于例子的分析与解释会让这个观点更加容易被人们理解，这个时候举例就成了一个有效的方法。但是有一点必须牢记：不是为了举例而举例，举例最重要的目的是为了让说理变得更易于理解。说理清晰或者观点本身不过于复杂的时候，花大量的笔墨举例实际上是没有太大必要的。另外，如前面所言，例子本身是很难直接说明一个问题的，必须对例子进行说明和解释。表示举例的表达也非常多，比如：

for example, for instance, for one thing, to illustrate, as an illustration, to substantiate the point, take...as an example, according to..., consider, as an example等等。

所以，举例是一个general-specific的过程，比如Earl Rudolph的一段话：

Knowledge often results only after persistent investigation. Albert Einstein, after a lengthy examination of the characteristics of matter and energy, formulated his famous Theory of Relativity, which now acts as a basis for further research in nuclear physics. Using plaster casts of footprints, fingerprints, and stray strands of hair, a detective pertinaciously pursues the criminal. After years of work Annie Jump Cannon perfected the classification of the spectra of some 350,000 stars. Investigations into the causes of polio have provided us with the means for prevention and cure of this dreaded disease only after many years of research. As students, we too are determined in our investigation to find, retain, and contribute to the store of human knowledge.




归纳是一个与举例相反的过程，也就是specific-general的过程，首先给出一个或者多个细节事实或者例子，然后分析例子并对例子作一个总结。相关的表达有：

in conclusion, all the facts point out that..., the sources indicate that..., generally speaking, on the whole等等。

比如：

Gutman recreates the family and extended kinship structure mainly through an ingenious use of what any historian should draw upon, quantifiable data, derived in this case mostly from plantation birth registers. He also uses accounts of ex-slaves to probe the human reality behind his statistics. These sources indicate that the two-parent household predominated in slave quarters just as it did among freed slaves after emancipation.

再如：

In 1869 the Suez Canal was opened and the first transcontinental railroad in the United States was completed. An extensive network of telegraph and telephone communications was spun: Europe was connected by submarine cable with the United States in 1866 and with South America in 1874. By about 1870 improvements in agricultural technology made possible the full exploitation of areas that were most suitable for extensive farming on a mechanized basis. Huge tracts of land were being settled and farmed in Argentina, Australia, Canada, and in the American West, and these areas were joined with one another and with the countries of Europe into an interdependent market system. As a consequence, agrarian depressions no longer were local or national in scope, and they struck several nations whose internal frontiers had not vanished or were not about to vanish.


练习



找到下面论证过程中的例子或者归纳的论证方法，请注意标下划线的部分。





1.
 First, whether a law is just or unjust is rarely a straightforward issue. The fairness of any law depends on one's personal value system. This is especially true when it comes to personal freedoms. Consider, for example, the controversial issue of abortion. Individuals with particular religious beliefs tend to view laws allowing mothers an abortion choice as unjust, while individuals with other value systems might view such laws as just. The fairness of a law also depends on one's personal interest, or stake, in the legal issue at hand. After all, in a democratic society the chief function of laws is to strike a balance among competing interests. Consider, for example, a law that regulates the toxic effluents a certain factory can emit into a nearby river. Such laws are designed chiefly to protect public health. But complying with the regulation might be costly for the company; the factory might be forced to lay off employees or shut down altogether, or increase the price of its products to compensate for the cost of compliance. At stake are the respective interests of the company's owners, employees, and customers, as well as the opposing interests of the region's residents whose health and safety are impacted. In short, the fairness of the law is subjective, depending largely on how one's personal interests are affected by it.


2.
 After all, expensive research always carries significant opportunity costs—in terms of how the money might be spent toward addressing society's more immediate problems that do not require research. One apt illustration of this point involves
 the so-called "Star Wars" defense initiative, championed by the Reagan administration during the 1980s. In retrospect, this initiative was ill-conceived and largely a waste of taxpayer dollars; and few would dispute that the exorbitant amount of money devoted to the initiative could have gone a long way toward addressing pressing social problems of the day—by establishing after-school programs for delinquent latchkey kids, by enhancing AIDS awareness and education, and so forth. As it turns out
 , at the end of the Star Wars debacle we were left with rampant gang violence, an AIDS epidemic, and an unprecedented federal budget deficit.





3.
 An even more striking example of how expertise in diverse fields is needed to advance knowledge involves the area of
 astronomy and space exploration. Significant advancements in our knowledge of the solar system and the universe require increasingly keen tools for observation and measurement. Telescope technology and the measurement of celestial distances, masses, volumes, and so forth, are the domain of astrophysicists. These advances also require increasingly sophisticated means of exploration. Manned and unmanned exploratory probes are designed by mechanical, electrical, and computer engineers. And to build and enable these technologies requires the acumen and savvy of business leaders, managers, and politicians. Even diplomats might play a role—insofar as major space projects require international cooperative efforts among the world's scientists and governments. And ultimately it is our philosophers whose expertise helps provide meaning to what we learn about our universe.


4.
 By contrast, in the sciences it is difficult to identify greatness without the benefit of historical perspective. Any scientific theory might be disproved tomorrow, thereby demoting the theorist's contribution to the status of historical footnote. Or the theory might withstand centuries of rigorous scientific scrutiny. In any event, a theory may or may not serve as a springboard for later advances in theoretical science. A current example involves
 the ultimate significance of two opposing theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. Some theorists now claim that a new so-called "string" theory reconciles the two opposing theories—at least mathematically. Yet "strings" have yet to be confirmed empirically. Only time will tell whether string theory indeed provides the unifying laws that all matter in the universe obeys. In short,
 the significance of contributions made by theoretical scientists cannot be judged by their contemporaries—only by scientists who follow them.


5.
 Another reason why I essentially agree with the speaker is that fully disclosing to the public certain types of information would threaten public safety and perhaps even national security. For example
 , if the President were to disclose the government's strategies for thwarting specific plans of an international terrorist or a drug trafficker, those strategies would surely fail, and the public's health and safety would be compromised as a result. Withholding information might also be necessary to avoid public panic. While such cases are rare, they do occur occasionally. For example, during the first few hours of the new millennium the U.S. Pentagon's missile defense system experienced a Y2K-related malfunction. This fact was withheld from the public until later in the day, once the problem had been solved; and legitimately so, since immediate disclosure would have served no useful purpose and might even have resulted in mass hysteria.


5. 比较和对比发展(development by comparison and contrast)


比较和对比是学术英语写作中非常常见的两种段落发展的论证手段。一般而言涉及两个或若干个事物之间的对比。这两种方法有着很大的区别，比较(compare)重点强调两个事物的相同点，比如A和B的第一个相同点、第二个相同点、第三个相同点分别是什么；而对比(contrast)重点强调两个事物的不同点。实际上在生活中我们也经常使用比较和对比，主要有两个目的：第一，比较和对比能够让我们更好地作出选择。比如要在两个物品中选择购买一个，我们会讨论这两个物品的相同点是什么，不同点是什么，然后在不同点中去衡量如何选择，在GRE写作中依然如此，比如政府的钱到底应该去解决社会问题还是去支持科学发展呢，这两件事情我们就会去比较，找到这两件事情各自的优点和缺点是什么，然后去衡量取舍。比较和对比的另外一个功能也很明显，就是更好地揭示物质的本质，尤其是不熟悉的物质。当我们介绍一个对读者比较陌生的事物的时候，和熟悉的事物进行比较可以大大提高文章的理解性。比如，当一篇文章探讨电流电压可能给读者造成困难时，如果把水流和电流进行比较的话，会给读者的理解带来很大的便利。




首先我们把A和B进行比较，我们重点观察相同点，而展开的方式也很简单，就是A与B的相似点1、相似点2、相似点3等等。下面看一个由Gordon Sacris写的一个段落：

Although Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee were fierce adversaries during the Civil War, their lives both military and nonmilitary, had a great deal in common. Grant descended from a family whose members participated in the American Revolution. He received his commission of second lieutenant from West Point and served in the Spanish-American War. He was later summoned by President Lincoln to assume command of the Union Forces during the Civil War. After the Civil War, Grant suffered financial problems and was forced to declare bankruptcy. Lee also descended from a family which engaged in the American Revolution. He, too, received his commission from West Point and later fought in Mexico during the Spanish-American War. His fame as a military strategist during the Civil War, then he was the commander of the Confederate armies, is well known. Although it is not always pointed out by historian, he, like Grant, had financial difficulties after the Civil War and was compelled to declare bankruptcy. By securing a post as president of Washington College, he was able to avoid additional poverty.

在比较中，常用的词汇有：similar to, similarly, as, like, both, likewise, correspond to, correspondingly, resemble, just as, in common, in the same way等。

对于对比，有两种展开方式，一种叫做point by point, 另外一种叫做subject by subject。

Point by point就是按照A和B两个事物分为几个层面，然后分别讨论每个层面A和B分别是怎么样的。比如，比较一下A学校和B学校的区别在哪里，我们可以探讨学校的学生、员工和设备。那么point by point按照下面的方式展开段落：

Student Body: school A; school B

Teaching Staff: school A; school B

Facilities: school A; school B

但是subject by subject就是分A和B两个模块，分别讨论A和B学校的各个方面，比如：

School A: student body; teaching staff; facilities

School B: student body; teaching staff; facilities

在对比中，常用的表达很多，包括：unlike, while, whereas, however, still, nevertheless, otherwise, differ from, in contrast to, in opposition to, on the contrary, on the other hand, on the opposite side, ...years ago, now..., once... now...等。

下面是由Otto Friedrich写的一个段落，看看他是如何运用对比的方式来发展段落的。

There is an essential difference between a news story, as understood by a newspaper or a wire-service writer, and the newsmagazine story. The chief purpose of the conventional news story is to tell what happened. It starts with the most important information and continues into increasingly inconsequential details, not only because the reader may not read beyond the first paragraph but because an editor working on galley proofs a few minutes before press time likes to be able to cut freely from the end of the story. A news magazine is very different. It is written to be read consecutively from beginning to end, and each of its stories is designed, following the critical theories of Edgar Allen Poe, to create one emotional effect. The news, what happened that week, may be told in the beginning, the middle, or the end; for the purpose is not to throw information at the reader but to seduce him into reading the whole story, and into accepting the dramatic (and often political) point being made.




在GRE写作过程中，涉及两个事物比较的时候，比如到底是关注学自己感兴趣的专业还是更容易找到工作的专业，政府到底是应该支持艺术还是解决社会问题，到底是人民的利益重要还是国家整体的利益重要，到底是把古代建筑作经济开发还是作保留等等，都需要对两者进行比较和对比，以此作出判断。另外，在GRE的issue话题范围内，如果有“变得”之类字眼的题干，我们也可以进行对比。比如：科学有没有让我们的生活变得更方便，我们可以把有科学和以前没有科学的时候进行比较和对比，以此来评价到底得失何在。
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找到下面段落中的比较和对比。





1.
 孩子在幼儿园和在课后地点，同样都是通过社会团体说明和定义自己；但是成年人不是通过团体定义自己。这篇文章有三个主体段落，第一段和第二段是比较关系，并且和第三段形成对比，请仔细阅读与分析。


"It is primarily through our identification with social groups that we define ourselves."




I strongly agree that we define ourselves primarily through our identification with social groups, as the speaker asserts. Admittedly, at certain stages of life people often appear to define themselves in other terms. Yet, in my view, during these stages the fundamental need to define one's self through association with social groups is merely masked or suspended.

Any developmental psychologist would agree that socialization with other children plays a critical role in any child's understanding and psychological development of self. At the day-care center or in the kindergarten class young children quickly learn that they want to play with the same toys at the same time or in the same way as some other children. They come to understand generally what they share in common with certain of their peer—in terms of appearance, behavior, likes and dislikes—and what they do not share in common with other peers or with older students and adults. In other words, these children begin to recognize that their identity inextricably involves their kinship with certain peers and alienation from other people. As children progress to the social world of the playground and other after-school venues, their earlier recognition that they relate more closely to some people than to others evolves into a desire to form well-defined social groups, and to set these groups apart from others. Girls begin to congregate apart from boys; clubs and cliques are quickly formed—often with exclusive rituals, codes, and rules to further distinguish the group's members from other children. This apparent need to be a part of an exclusive group continues through high school, where students identify themselves in their yearbooks by the clubs to which they belonged. Even in college, students eagerly join clubs, fraternities, and sororities to establish their identity as members of social groups. In my observation children are not taught by adults to behave in these ways; thus this desire to identify oneself with an exclusive social group seems to spring from some innate psychological need to define one's self through one's personal associations.

However, as young adults take on the responsibilities of partnering, parenting, and working, they appear to define themselves less by their social affiliations and more by their marital status, parental status, and occupation. The last of these criteria seems particularly important for many adults today. When two adults meet for the first time, beyond initial pleasantries the initial question almost invariably is "What do you do for a living?" Yet in my opinion this shift in focus from one's belonging to a social group to one's occupation is not a shift in how we prefer to define ourselves. Rather, it is born of economic necessity—we don't have the leisure time or financial independence to concern ourselves with purely social activities. I find quite telling the fact that when older people retire from the world of work an interest in identifying with social groups—whether they are bridge clubs, investment clubs, or country clubs—seems to reemerge. In short, humans seem possessed by an enduring need to be part of a distinct social group—a need that continues throughout life's journey.




In sum, I agree that people gain and maintain their sense of self primarily through their belonging to distinct social groups. Admittedly, there will always be loners who prefer not to belong, for whatever reasons; yet loners are the exception. Also, while many working adults might temporarily define themselves in terms of their work for practicality's sake, at bottom we humans are nothing if not social animals.


2.
 关注19世纪和20世纪，绘画在反映社会问题上有什么区别。

Turning next to important paintings and painters, it seems to me that the art of previous centuries reflected the attitudes and ideas of the prevailing culture to a far greater extent than today's art. The cynosures of the Medieval and Renaissance artists, for instance, were certain Christian themes—the Trinity, virgin birth of Christ, the Resurrection, and so forth with which the society at large was also preoccupied. Later, during the 18th and 19th centuries, an emerging genteel class saw itself reflected in the bourgeois themes of impressionists such as Renoir and Monet. But in the most recent century the picture has been much different. Consider three of the 20th century's most influential painters: Picasso, Dali and Pollock. Picasso's style underwent a series of radical changes throughout his career. Was the reason for Picasso's diverse "periods" a quick series of radical changes in society's ideas and impulses, or perhaps a reflection of society's hidden impulse for constant change? Or did Picasso's varied styles merely reflect the complex psychological profile of one eccentric artist? Dali is known for his surrealistic images; but do these images reveal some kind of existential angst on a societal level, or just the odd aesthetic vision of one man? Pollock's penchant was for dripping paint on the floor in order to create abstract images that would have the sort of visceral impact he was after. In fact, Pollock turned to this technique only after he tried but failed as a conventional painter, using brush and easel. So are Pollock's striking abstract murals a reflection of some mid-20th Century societal impulse, or merely the result of one struggling artist stumbling onto something he was good at? In all three cases, it seems that the art reflected the artist but not the society.


3.
 书面记录和视频记录的对比。

For the purpose of documenting temporal, spatial events and experiences, I agree that a video record is usually more accurate and more convincing than a written record. It is impossible for anyone, no matter how keen an observer and skilled a journalist, to recount in complete and objective detail such events as the winning touchdown at the Super Bowl, a Ballanchine ballet, the Tournament of Roses Parade, or the scene at the intersection of Florence and Normandy streets during the 1992 Los Angeles riots. Yet these are important events in contemporary life the sort of events we might put in a time capsule for the purpose of capturing our life and times at the turn of this millennium. The growing documentary role of video is not limited to seminal events like those described above. Video surveillance cameras are objective witnesses with perfect memories. Thus they can play a vital evidentiary role in legal proceedings—such as those involving robbery, drug trafficking, police misconduct, motor vehicle violations, and even malpractice in a hospital operating room. Indeed, whenever moving images are central to an event the video camera is superior to the written word. A written description of a hurricane, tornado, or volcanic eruption cannot convey its immediate power and awesome nature like a video record. A diary entry cannot "replay" that wedding reception, dance recital, or surprise birthday party as accurately or objectively as a video record. And a real estate brochure cannot inform about the lighting, spaciousness, or general ambiance of a featured property nearly as effectively as a video. Nonetheless, for certain other purposes, written records are advantageous to and more appropriate than video records. For example, certain legal matters are best left to written documentation: video is of no practical use in documenting the terms of a complex contractual agreement, incorporation, or the establishment of a trust. And video is of little use when it comes to documenting a person's subjective state of mind, impressions, or reflections of an event or experience. Indeed, to the extent that personal interpretation adds dimension and richness to the record, written documentation is actually more important than video. Finally, a video record is of no use in documenting statistical or other quantitative information. Returning to the riot example mentioned earlier, imagine relying on a video to document the financial loss to store owners, the number of police and firefighters involved, and so forth. Complete and accurate video documentation of such information would require video cameras at every street corner and in every aisle of every store.
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按照提纲写出段落，注意运用比较和对比的写作手法。





1. Topic sentence:
 Raising houseplants involves nearly as much care knowledge as raising children.


Houseplants:




• Raising houseplants involves much care and knowledge.

• Plants are sensitive to their environment.

• A plant will grow faster and be much healthier if it is raised in an environment of tender, loving care.

• The owner of houseplants must be willing to provide the best possible care for his plants.

• The owner of houseplants must know which of his plants need direct sunlight and which need to be kept in shady places.

• The owner of houseplants must know how much water each plant requires for the best growth and appearance.


Children:


• Raising children involves much care and knowledge.

• Children are sensitive to their environment.

• Parents must have a basic knowledge of their children's needs in order to provide what is necessary for their best physical and mental development.

• A child will be happier and healthier if his parents love and nurture him.

• A child needs time and energy from his parents to play with him, to talk to him and to care for him.


2. Topic sentence:
 The work of both Ernest Hemingway and William Faulkner contains richness of meaningful substance and other qualities which help maintain these author's places among America's greatest writers. Their writing styles, however, are remarkably different.


Hemingway:




• His sentences are usually short, simple, and straightforward.

• His sentences are remarkably lucid.

• He doesn't overwhelm the reader with long, purplish words nor with complicated sentence structure.




• Much of what he expresses is conveyed by understatement.


Faulkner:




• His writing is much more involved.

• He uses an elaborate stream-of-consciousness technique to reveal the psychological conflicts within his characters.

• His sentences are often long and complex.

• Sometimes he carries his reader through several time periods within the same sentence.


6. 因果发展(development by cause and effect)


因果发展是学术英语写作段落展开的另一个重要的思路和方法，核心就是解决两个问题，某事情是什么原因导致，该事物导致什么结果。如果重心是为了写原因分析，就先简要地介绍一下结果，然后用更多的细节和层次讨论原因。例如：

(EFFECT) Popular music in the United States showed a definite change in the 1950s—a movement away from the big band sound that had appealed to those growing up in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. (CAUSES) Teenagers became more affluent and thus had the money to buy records by performers like Elvis Presley and Ray Charles. The back population finally had the money in the 1950s to support the singers and musicians they had preferred for years. A large proportion of the adult white population that had been poor during the Depression began to rebel against the sophisticated lyrics and sounds of the big band musicians. And, the new affluence of groups of people who had previously had little money to spend on entertainment paved the way for the emergence of gospel, blues, and rock music.

如果重点是为了写结果，首先要简单介绍一下起因，然后用细节展开该事件所能带来的结果。

(CAUSE) Excessive amounts of alcohol cause one to lose one's sense of responsibility, slow reaction time and seriously impair depth perception. (EFFECTS) The inebriated driver is unable to make quick logical decisions and is often responsible for accidents causing serious injuries or death. In addition, drunk drivers are dangerous. Drunk drivers pose a serious threat to themselves as well as to others.

当然，在很多情况下，同时有对原因和结果的分析。比如分析政府的某政策，先分析该政策的起因，然后分析执行该政策可能产生什么结果。当运用因果分析的时候，不要太过于简化原因，因为很多时候一个结果的产生是多方面因素综合的结果。

另外有非常重要的一点值得注意，就是千万不要把时间先后等同于因果关系。比如学校建立了一个操场，之后来学校上学的学生多了，但不能产生一个因果关系：学校上学学生的增多是因为操场的建立。包括很多广告，自从我用了某某洗发水，头屑就没有了，不能作出一个因果分析：头屑没有的原因主要是因为用了该品牌的洗发水。比如一个题目要你分析青少年犯罪的原因，很多学生这样分析：“青少年犯罪的主要原因是受到大众传媒的影响。正是因为大众传媒的不断出现，才导致越来越多的青少年犯罪，如果大众传媒开始不断审查自己的栏目，那么有可能会减少青少年犯罪率”。这种因果分析是没有说服力的，原因很简单：作者没有有力地证明大众传媒比如电视网络等必然会使青少年犯罪增多的原因。即使看电视，电视里面都是良好的节目也不至于犯罪，即使看到了哪怕暴力色情的节目如果青少年不去行为也不会产生犯罪，所以这些都能够削弱该因果推理。合理的分析应该是在两者之间建立必然的因果关系：正是因为孩子们不断看电视，接触各种大众传媒，而当今的大众传媒又包含大量的色情与暴力的内容，青少年所处的阶段正是容易模仿的阶段，所以看了电视很有可能去模仿，从而导致他们做出犯罪的行为。到目前为止，这才叫在两个事物之间建立了必然的因果关系。




在分析因果关系的过程中，要区分直接原因和间接原因，也要区分主要结果和次要结果。因为一个结果是多因素一起作用的，重要的分析点一定在主要原因上面。记得学习历史时，我们都会讨论一场战争的直接原因和间接原因，也就是导火索和真正的内在原因。

在因果分析中，还有一个重要的方法，叫做因果链分析。也就是A导致B的推理过程其实是一个复杂的过程，如果只是简单地说A导致B是没有说服力的，所以要在A和B之间构建因果链。比如有人说，我迟到是因为下雨了，必然没有说服力，必须说：因为下雨了路面滑，导致我开车比以前用了更多的时间，最终导致我迟到，这样才有说服力。简单说，要按照下面的模式展开中间段落的论证过程：

topic sentence: A → B

development: A → M1 → M2 → M3 → B

如果一个医生说，病人因为感冒死了，患者家属必然无法接受。但是如果在感冒和死亡之间建立因果链(即M1, M2, M3等)就更好。比如，因为感冒所以得了肺炎，而肺炎对于患者本来就衰弱的心脏是一个致命的伤害，最终导致其死亡。

最后，在因果分析中，还要注意的就是，原因一定要有说服力的事实，而不能用一个观点来证明一个结果，因为观点不同的人有不同的解读。所以为了不产生质疑，必须做到证据客观。

在因果分析中，有很多词汇都是经常使用的，包括“因为”和“所以”：

“因为”的表达：because, because of, as a result of, due to, as a consequence of, since, owing to, thanks to, result from, for fear that, now that等。

“所以”的表达：so, thus, hence, thereby, therefore, as a consequent, as a result, consequently, accordingly, have an effect on..., so that, make...possible, result in, it follows that, so as to等。
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分析下面段落中的因果分析展开策略，并用下划线标出表示因果分析的表达。





1.
 Indeed, on a systemic scale undue emphasis on the exploration of our emotions can have deleterious societal consequences. Emotions invite irrationality in thought and action, the dangers of which are all too evident in contemporary America. For example, when it comes to the war on drugs, free speech and religion, abortion issues, and sexual choices, public policy today seems to simply mirror the voters'fears and prejudices. Yet common sense dictates that social ills are best solved by identifying cause-and-effect relationship—in other words, through critical thinking. The proliferation of shouting-match talk shows fueled by irrationality and emotion gone amuck is further evidence that our culture lends too much credence to our emotions and not enough to our minds. A culture that sanctions irrationality and unfettered venting of emotion is vulnerable to decline. Indeed, exploiting emotions while suppressing reason is how demagogues gain and hold power, and how humanity's most horrific atrocities have come to pass. In contrast, reason and better judgment are effective deterrents to incivility, despotism, and war.


2.
 A second argument against the speaker's position has to do with the function and ultimate objectives of art. Art serves to lift the human spirit and to put us more in touch with our feelings, foibles, and fate in short, with our own humanity. With a heightened sensitivity to the human condition, we become more others-oriented, less self-centered, more giving of ourselves. In other words, we become a more charitable society—more willing to give to those less fortunate than ourselves in the ways with which the speaker is concerned. The speaker might argue, of course, that we do a disservice to others when we lend a helping hand by enabling them to depend on us to survive. However, at the heart of this specious argument lies a certain coldness and lack of compassion that, in my view, any society should seek to discourage. Besides, the argument leads inexorably to certain political, philosophical, and moral issues that this brief essay cannot begin to address.





3.
 One reason for my fundamental agreement with the speaker is that in order to gain the opportunity for effective public leadership, a would-be leader must first gain and maintain political power. In the game of politics, complete forthrightness is a sign of vulnerability and naivety, neither of which earns a politician respect among his or her opponents, and which those opponents will use to every advantage to defeat the politician. In my observation some measure of pandering to the electorate is necessary to gain and maintain political leadership. For example, were all politicians to fully disclose every personal foible, character flaw, and detail concerning personal life, few honest politicians would ever be elected. While this view might seem cynical, personal scandals have in fact proven the undoing of many a political career; thus I think this view is realistic.


4.
 The chief reason why I generally agree with the statement has to do with the forces that motivate the media in the first place. The media generally consist of profit-seeking entities, whose chief objective is to maximize profits for their shareholders or other owners. Moreover, our corporate culture has sanctioned this objective by codifying it as a fiduciary obligation of any corporate executive. For better or worse, in our society media viewers, readers, and listeners find information about the misfortunes and misdeeds of others, especially heroic public figures, far more compelling than information about their virtues and accomplishments. In short, we love a good scandal. One need look no further than the newsstand, local television news broadcast, or talk show to find ample evidence that this is the case. Thus in order to maximize profits the media are simply giving the public what they demand scrutiny of heroic public figures that serves to diminish their reputation.


5.
 One reason for my viewpoint is that rote learning of facts, figures, and technical skills does not help us determine which goals are worthwhile and whether the means of attaining those goals are ethically or morally acceptable. In other words, strong values and ethical standards are needed to determine how we can best put our rote knowledge to use in the working world. Thus, by helping students develop a thoughtful, principled value system educators actually help prepare students for jobs.

Another reason for my viewpoint lies in the fact that technology-driven industries account for an ever-increasing portion of our jobs. As advances in technology continue to accelerate, specific knowledge and skills needed for jobs will change more and more quickly. Thus it would be a waste of our education system to focus on specific knowledge and job skills that might soon become obsolete—at the expense of teaching values. It seems more appropriate today for employers to provide the training our work force needs to perform their jobs, freeing up our educators to help students develop guiding principles for their careers.
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写出分析推理的具体过程(即A→M1→M2→M3→B中的M1、M2和M3)。





1.
 government funds the arts → solve the social problems.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Possible answer:

a) government funds the arts → art industries thrive → more workers involved → unemployment rate decreased




b) government funds the arts → more revenue and tax from art industry → use the tax money to support medicine problem, the food problem and public issues.

c) government funds the arts → art lifts people's spirit → charitable → ready to help those unfortunate

写出以上任何一个答案都可以，但是如果三个都能写出就会更加有说服力。


2.
 mechanical automation → damage to our lives

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Possible answer:

a) mechanical automation → less workers needed → unemployment rate increased

b) mechanical automation → less communication between workers and people → society becomes more callous

c) mechanical automation → replace the importance of employees, which decrease their sense of security and pride


3.
 failure → success

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


4.
 media are profit-seeking → no hero in today's world

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


7. 分类发展(development by classification)


分类发展是GRE分析性写作中非常常用的一种段落展开方法，就是把主题句中需要发展的抽象关键词拆分成为几个更为细节的概念，展开讨论。比如：technology catalyzes our living pace. 作为主题句，这句话需要发展，需要对其中的抽象关键词technology进行分类，找出其下义词，比如网络、交通工具、冰箱、空调等等。所以这个段落可以发展为：·

Technology catalyzes our living pace. With Internet, we can google any information by a simple click on the searching engine. With airplane, we can even arrive the other side of the world within one single day. With air conditioner, we are not afraid of the heat in the summer and the coldness in the long and friendless winter evening anymore.

常用到的词汇包括：classify, classification, divide, similar, difference, kinds, types, classes, aspects, factors, sources, regions, characteristics, qualities, categories等。

这种方法在GRE写作中经常用到，比如要证明教育需要考虑实用主义，我们需要把教育分为数学教育、外语教育和计算机教育分别讨论。又比如在当今商业领域形象变得越来越重要了，我们要把形象这个概念分为车的形象、出版行业所关注的形象和音乐产业所关注的形象。再比如药物科学的发展需要很多其他领域的专家进入其中，我们可以把所需专业进一步切分为：化学家进行药物合成和提纯，物理学家设计检测仪器进行鉴定和测试，生理学专家进行药物新陈代谢动力学研究，医学专家进行临床测试和研究，商业方面的专家进行市场调研和产品推广。下面分别看几个例子，分析其分类和拆分的模式：


例1
 Hiking the Grand Canyon in the United States or scuba diving around the Great Barrier Reef in Australia is not the same as watching it on television or the Internet. Snow skiing in the Swiss Alps or breathing in the fresh air of the Scottish Highlands must be personally experienced to be enjoyed. Shaking hands with a local tribesman along the Amazon River simply cannot be done without traveling. All the indisputable evidence piles up to substantiate the view that technology cannot dampen the enthusiasm for tourism in those that love to travel.




Tourism= Grand Canyon, Great Barrier + Alps, Scottish Highlands + Amazon


例2
 (选自《新概念英语》第三册第41课)

He is forever talking about the friendly people, the clean atmosphere, the closeness to nature and the gentle pace of living. Nothing can be compared, he maintains, with the first cock crow, the twittering of birds at dawn, the sight of the rising sun glinting on the trees and pastures. This idyllic pastoral scene is only part of the picture. My friend fails to mention the long and friendless winter evenings which are interrupted only by an occasional visit to the local cinema—virtually the only form of entertainment. He says nothing about the poor selection of goods in the shops, or about those unfortunate people who have to travel from the country to the city every day to get to work.

Advantage of country life = friendly people, the clean atmosphere, the closeness to nature and the gentle pace of living + first cock crow, the twittering of birds at dawn, the sight of the rising sun Negative aspects= the long and friendless winter evenings + poor selection of goods + undesirable transportation


练习





分析下面的段落，观察其展开手段，并在每一个段落后面写出发展过程(如上面的Tourism=Grand Canyon, Great Barrier+Alps, Scottish Highlands+Amazon)



1.
 Practicality also dictates what sort of art is produced today. Most new architecture today is driven by functionality, safety, and cost; very few architectural masterpieces find their way past the blueprint stage anymore. The content of today's feature films and music is driven entirely by demographic considerations—that is, by pandering to the interests of 18-35 year olds, who account for most ticket and CD sales. And, the publishing industry today is driven by immediate concern to deliver viable products to the marketplace. The glut of how-to books in our bookstores today is evidence that publishers are pandering to our practicality as well. It isn't that artists no longer create works of high artistic value and integrity. Independent record labels, filmmakers, and publishing houses abound today. It's just that the independents do not thrive, and they constitute a minuscule segment of the market. In the main, today's real-estate developers, entertainment moguls, and publishing executives are concerned with practicality and profit, and not with artistic value and integrity. Practicality=

_____________________________________________________________________________


2.
 看同一篇文章中的两个主体段落。

Consider how a cultural anthropologist's knowledge about an ancient civilization is enhanced not only by the expertise of the archeologist—who unearths the evidence—but ultimately by the expertise of biochemists, geologists, linguists, and even astronomers. By analyzing the hair, nails, blood and bones of mummified bodies, biochemists and forensic scientists can determine the life expectancy, general well-being, and common causes of death of the population. These experts can also ensure the proper preservation of evidence found at the archeological site. A geologist can help identify the source and age of the materials used for tools, weapons, and structures—thereby enabling the anthropologist to extrapolate about the civilization's economy, trades and work habits, life styles, extent of travel and mobility, and so forth. Linguists are needed to interpret hieroglyphics and extrapolate from found fragments of writings. And an astronomer can help explain the layout of an ancient city as well as the design, structure and position of monuments, tombs, and temples—since ancients often looked to the stars for guidance in building cities and structures.An even more striking example of how expertise in diverse fields is needed to advance knowledge involves the area of astronomy and space exploration. Cultural anthropologist's knowledge=________________________________________________________________________




Significant advancements in our knowledge of the solar system and the universe require increasingly keen tools for observation and measurement. Telescope technology and the measurement of celestial distances, masses, volumes, and so forth, are the domain of astrophysicists. These advances also require increasingly sophisticated means of exploration. Manned and unmanned exploratory probes, are designed by mechanical, electrical, and computer engineers. And to build and enable these technologies requires the acumen and savvy of business leaders, managers, and politicians. Even diplomats might play a role—insofar as major space projects require international cooperative efforts among the world's scientists and governments. And ultimately it is our philosophers whose expertise helps provide meaning to what we learn about our universe.

Knowledge of the solar system and the universe= _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


3.
 看同一篇文章中的两个主体段落。

For the purpose of documenting temporal, spatial events and experiences, I agree that a video record is usually more accurate and more convincing than a written record. It is impossible for anyone, no matter how keen an observer and skilled a journalist, to recount in complete and objective detail such events as the winning touchdown at the Super Bowl, a Ballanchine ballet, the Tournament of Roses Parade, or the scene at the intersection of Florence and Normandy streets during the 1992 Los Angeles riots. Yet these are important events in contemporary life the sort of events we might put in a time capsule for the purpose of capturing our life and times at the turn of this millennium.

Temporal, spatial events=________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

The important role of image is particularly evident in the business world. Consider, for example, today's automobile industry. American cars are becoming essentially identical to competing Japanese cars in nearly every mechanical and structural respect, as well as in price. Thus to compete effectively auto companies must now differentiate their products largely through image advertising, by conjuring up certain illusory benefits—such as machismo, status, sensibility, or fun. The increasing focus on image is also evident in the book-publishing business. Publishers are relying more and more on the power of their brands rather than the content of their books. Today mass-market books are supplanted within a year with products that are essential the same—except with fresh faces, rifles, and other promotional angles. I find quite telling the fact that today more and more book publishers are being acquired by large media companies. And the increasing importance of image is especially evident in the music industry, where originality, artistic interpretation, and technical proficiency have yielded almost entirely to sex appeal. Image in the business world= ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


4.
 In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro man ultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking. Popular musical acts with nothing truly innovative to offer musically eventually disappear from the music scene. And anyone who frequents yard sales knows that today's best-selling books often become tomorrow's pulp. Even in politics, I think history has a knack for peeling away image to focus on real accomplishments. I think history will remember Teddy Roosevelt, for example, primarily for building the Panama Canal and for establishing our National Park System—and not for his rough-and-ready wardrobe.




Longer-term image=___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


5.
 全文的三个主体段落都是用这种方式展开的，仔细研究每一个段落，给每一个段落都写出发展过程。

The speaker asserts that the arts reveal society's hidden ideas and impulses. While this assertion has merit, I think it unfairly generalizes about art. Consider two particular art forms: architecture and painting. In more important architecture one consistently sees a reflection of society's ideas and urges. However, in more important paintings of the most recent century one sees instead the artists'personal and idiosyncratic visions of an aesthetic ideal.

Turning first to public architecture, one sees in ancient and Renaissance forms an impulse to transcend the human condition. Clearly, the most important architecture of these periods was built to honor deities and to propel humans into the afterlife. Consider, for example, the ancient pyramids and the great cathedrals of Europe, which rise upward toward the stars and heavens. During the Medieval period the most important architectural form was the castle, which reflected an overriding concern for military security and brute strength during a time of comparative anarchy. During the 20th century, it was first the steel-forged art deco forms and then the sky-scraping office building that dominated public architecture. These forms reflect modern, more mundane concerns for industrial and technological progress.

Public architecture= ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Turning next to important paintings and painters, it seems to me that the art of previous centuries reflected the attitudes and ideas of the prevailing culture to a far greater extent than today's art. The cynosures of the Medieval and Renaissance artists, for instance, were certain Christian themes—the Trinity, virgin birth of Christ, the Resurrection, and so forth with which the society at large was also preoccupied. Later, during the 18th and 19th centuries, an emerging genteel class saw itself reflected in the bourgeois themes of impressionists such as Renoir and Monet.

Painting of the previous century= __________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

But in the most recent century the picture has been much different. Consider three of the 20th century's most influential painters: Picasso, Dali and Pollock. Picasso's style underwent a series of radical changes throughout his career. Was the reason for Picasso's diverse "periods" a quick series of radical changes in society's ideas and impulses, or perhaps a reflection of society's hidden impulse for constant change? Or did Picasso's varied styles merely reflect the complex psychological profile of one eccentric artist? Dali is known for his surrealistic images; but do these images reveal some kind of existential angst on a societal level, or just the odd aesthetic vision of one man? Pollock's penchant was for dripping paint on the floor in order to create abstract images that would have the sort of visceral impact he was after. In fact, Pollock turned to this technique only after he tried but failed as a conventional painter, using brush and easel. So are Pollock's striking abstract murals a reflection of some mid-20th Century societal impulse, or merely the result of one struggling artist stumbling onto something he was good at? In all three cases, it seems that the art reflected the artist but not the society.




20th century painting=___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

In sum, in the art of painting one can observe a shift from styles and themes reflecting broad societal impulses to a more recent concern for expressing personal impulses and creative urges. In contrast, the more public art form of architecture has always mirrored society's ideas and impulses, and probably always will—because architecture is so much more public than the art of painting.

第三节　段落的要求(Unity and Coherence)

上面的两节我们讨论了段落的结构和段落展开的常见方法，在本节中我们主要讨论一个好的段落的两个重要要求，unity和coherence。在学术英语写作中，任何好段落都具备这两个特征：统一性(也就是unity)和连贯性(即coherence)


1. Unity (统一性)


任何好的学术英语写作段落都应该有一个很好的统一性。所谓统一性，就是整个段落从头到尾都在讨论一个问题，原因很简单，因为主题句控制了整个段落，所以一旦全部内容都被这个主题句控制，那么全段讨论的就是一个问题，并且就是主题句的内容。文章需要统一的另一个原因来自于英语中对段落的界定，中文叫做段落，但是英文我们称之为paragraph; para是“平行”和“并列”之意，graph有“写”的意思，所以paragraph是把有着相似含义的句子放在一起，也就是相关句子族群的一个集合单元被称之为一个段落。中国考生写文章的一个通病就是没有控制性写作的习惯，往往是写到哪里算哪里，这是学术英语写作的一个大忌，必须记住，一个段落自始至终都需要讨论同一个话题。这样就达到了前面我们讨论的ETS公布的GRE分析性写作的评分标准，是有很好的聚焦(well focused)，而焦点就是topic sentence。

按照这样一个标准，我们看看下面一个段落有什么问题。

Mount Lassen, 10453 feet high, is one of the most active volcanoes in the United States. It had strong eruption in 1914-1917 and minor activity as late as 1921. A volcano is an opening, or rupture, in a planet's surface or crust, which allows hot magma, volcanic ash and gases to escape from below the surface. Nature has softened down most of the rough spot on Mount Lassen's slopes, softening them with vegetation. But it is still a place of jagged cliffs, bubbling mud pots, fuming vents, boiling lakes, and weird lava formations. Although volcano activity in Hawaii has been more spectacular recently, California's Mount Lassen might erupt at any time.

从这个段落的主题句Mount Lassen, 10453 feet high, is one of the most active volcanoes in the United States. 我们可知整个段落都必须讨论Lassen, 并且肯定讨论其活跃性，但是后面整个段落发展中的“A volcano is an opening, or rupture, in a planet's surface or crust, which allows hot magma, volcanic ash and gases to escape from below the surface.”居然是对火山的定义，这显然不能被主题句所控制，也就是没有做到统一，违背了unity的原则。

下面看一段由Don Knefel写的段落，这个段落做到了很好的统一性，观察一下主题句是如何控制整个段落，从而实现整个段落统一的。

One of the central preoccupations of the arts and humanities is the observation of human beings. Painters and sculptors create images of the human form; writers tell stories or compose poems about human experience; musical artists give melodic contours to the human spirit; historians and philosophers ponder the essential qualities of human civilization and nature. And in our own lives, in our own ways, we spend a great deal of our energy and attention on our fellow creatures, being in families and other kinds of relationships, observing people with curiosity and interest in the course of the day, thinking about and forming our own character—deciding what kind of person we wish to be— as we grow.





练习




观察下面的每一个段落，分析统一性是如何达到的。


1.
 Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. First of all, gold has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. Therefore, it is suitable for jewelry, coins, and ornamental purposes. Gold never needs to be polished and will remain beautiful forever. For example, a Macedonian coin remains as untarnished today as the day it was mined twenty-three centuries ago. Another important characteristic of gold is its usefulness in industry and science. For many years, it has been used in hundreds of industrial applications. The most recent use of gold is in astronauts'suits. Astronauts wear gold-plated heat shields for protection outside the spaceship. In conclusion, gold is treasured not only for its beauty, but also for its utility.


2.
 You can patch a bicycle tire in several simple steps. First you have to find the spot where the leak is. Then scrape the leaky place so the glue will stick when you patch the hole. Next, put glue on the tire patch. While the glue is drying, check to make sure that the area around the leak is rough enough to hold the patch. Now put the patch on the tire. Let the patch dry before you try to pump up the tire again.


3.
 Marriage has developed through three stages. At first it was simply mating. As this stage progressed, the couple began to realize the obligation of having children. The second stage was legal, and the rights of each mate began to be defined. Customs and laws to regulate marriage were established. Property rights, the protection of children, rights of inheritance, interests of society, and the conditions of dissolving marriage were indicated. The third stage—the personal or moral stage of marriage—stresses ethical rights. The emphasis is on cooperation of husband and wife, the responsibilities and privileges of parenthood, and the relations of religion to marriage and family life.


4.
 Alternative energy sources are becoming increasingly attractive as the energy crisis becomes more severe. Solar heating systems, which use the sun's radiation as a source of energy, are a promising alternative energy source. Nuclear power plants are already in operation in several parts of the country. Government and private industry are even investigating the possibility of capturing the power of ocean waves and tides for conversion into usable energy. Coal is once again becoming an acceptable fuel as the nation searches for solutions to the energy shortage. Even garbage is seen as a potential source of energy. In some communities, garbage is burned to heat buildings and light city streets.


5.
 There was a serious accident in the chemistry lab last week. A confused student accidentally poured a wrong mixture of chemicals in a test tube. There was a strong explosion. Broken pieces of glass from the test tube flew in all directions. A sliver of flying glass found its mark in John Martin's right arm. The lab instructor saw blood trickling from John's arm. He immediately notified the university's infirmary about the accident.


2. Coherence (连贯性)


任何好的学术英语写作段落的另外一个特征就是要有很好的连贯性。连贯性在英文中叫做coherence。Co表示共同，here表示hold (抓住)，也就是“抓在一起”的意思。言外之意，连贯就是在发展句子之间似乎有一种类似胶水的东西能够把句子和句子黏附在一起，从而让整个的段落读上去有一种行云流水般的感觉。




达到连贯有很多种方法，最常用的包括重复关键名词、使用指代、逻辑关系和过渡表达四种方法。


方法一：重复关键名词。
 这种方法很简单，就是在发展句中多次用到用一个名词或者该名词的同义词，能够让读者读到第二个名词的时候会和前面的产生联系，从而形成一种连贯。比如下面的段落，请关注标下划线的表达。


例1
 Community colleges
 are like the two-year colleges called junior colleges, or "J. C.'s." Both schools
 prepare students for four-year colleges. J. C.'s offer all the courses most four-year colleges ask their freshmen and sophomore to take. Community colleges also give such required courses. But community colleges
 are also like other institutions
 called trade schools. Both schools offer technical training.
 Trade schools give courses in such areas as carpentry, nursing, television repairing, or photography. Community colleges have complete technical courses
 for students who do not plan to go on to a university.

Community college, schools, community colleges, institution四个词是一组，属于同义词表达的连贯。Technical training, technical courses是第二组表示同义词的连贯。


例2
 Gulls
 as they soar are not always searching for food but merely having fun on the wing. A gull
 flying along the shore is taking advantage of wind current
 formed when the sea air strikes the warm land and rises. Gulls
 also love the lower, weaker air currents
 that form about three feet above the waves. They ride them for hours, tipping from one current
 to the next. Most people think that gulls
 ride behind boats for the food. But garbage is only a small part of what they eat. Clams and fish make up most of their diet. The sea gulls follow boats for the ride—on the thermal currents
 the ships create at sea.


方法二：使用指代。
 其实指代和上面一个方法本质上是完全一样的，有时候为了简洁，我们可以把某些名词用指代的方式替换掉。而且在很多情况下，一般把重复关键名词和指代两者结合使用。比如下面的段落，依然要关注标下划线的部分。


例1
 For the purpose of documenting temporal, spatial events and experiences, I agree that a video record is usually more accurate and more convincing than a written record. It is impossible for anyone, no matter how keen an observer and skilled a journalist, to recount in complete and objective detail such events as the winning touchdown at the Super Bowl, a Ballanchine ballet, the Tournament of Roses Parade, or the scene at the intersection of Florence and Normandy streets during the 1992 Los Angeles riots. Yet these are important events in contemporary life the sort of events we might put in a time capsule for the purpose of capturing our life and times at the turn of this millennium. The growing documentary role of video is not limited to seminal events like those described above.
 Video surveillance cameras are objective witnesses with perfect memories. Thus they can play a vital evidentiary role in legal proceedings—such as those involving robbery, drug trafficking, police misconduct, motor vehicle violations, and even malpractice in a hospital operating room. Indeed, whenever moving images are central to an event the video camera is superior to the written word.


例2
 Gold
 , a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. First of all, gold
 has a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. Therefore, it is suitable for jewelry, coins, and ornamental purposes. Gold
 never needs to be polished and will remain beautiful forever. For example, a Macedonian coin remains as untarnished today as the day it was mined twenty-three centuries ago. Another important characteristic of gold
 is its usefulness to industry and science. For many years, it has been used in hundreds of industrial applications
 . The most recent use of gold is in astronauts'suits. Astronauts wear gold-plated heat shields for protection outside the spaceship. In conclusion, gold is treasured not only for its beauty, but also for its utility.





方法三：逻辑关系。
 为了段落发展内容的连贯，我们可以采取一种方式，就是让发展句之间存在某种逻辑关系，由此读者阅读的时候自然也能产生一种连贯感。有很多种逻辑关系都可以表示一种连贯，比如细节发展按照时间顺序，看看我们前面举的两个段落的例子：

The first railroads were developed in Europe in the sixteenth century. They looked nothing like those of today. The rails were of wood, and the cars, small wooden carts which hauled coal, were drawn by horses. By the early nineteenth century,
 railroad technology had advanced considerably. Steam locomotives had been developed, and cast iron was used for tracks. In 1825
 a railroad line began carrying passengers as well as freight. That same year
 America's first known steam locomotive was run on a circular track at Hoboken, New Jersey. Soon
 American locomotives and railroads were multiplying rapidly. Many short rail lines were laid during the 1830s
 . These short lines were then linked with one another, and by the early 1840s
 networks of rails connected all the eastern cities.

看看加下划线部分的语言，就是明显的时间标志词汇。我们发现这几个句子之间虽然没有明确的连接表达，但是仅这几个加下划线的表达按照时间顺序的排列，就会让读者有一种连贯感。

To begin with, the contention accords with our everyday experience as humans from early childhood through adulthood. As infants
 we learn how to walk by falling down again and again. As adolescents
 we discover our social niche, and develop self-confidence and assertiveness, only by way of the sorts of awkward social encounters that are part-and-parcel of adolescence. Through failed relationships
 not only do we discover who we are and are not compatible with, we also discover ourselves in the process. And, most of us find the career path that
 suits us only through trying jobs that don't.

这四个加下划线的部分也是必须要关注的四个事情：婴儿时期、青春期以及后面两个讨论的成年时期，成年时期讨论的最主要问题就是人际关系和职业发展两个模块。所以这四个层次是按照人的发展的时间从小到大展开，从而给人一种连贯感。

除了上面的时间逻辑关系以外，空间逻辑关系的展开也会让读者有连贯感，比如下面这个段落：

Mr. Smith, a distinguished history professor, arranges his books on the bookshelves in a unique way. In the upper right hand corner,
 there are books about the development of the early colonies in New England and the War of Independence. Right under them
 can be found books on the slave trade, the plantation system and the growth of the southern states. The left side of the shelf
 contains hundreds of books concerning subjects of the Westward Movement, Indian culture, the cowboys'contribution to American society and the Gold Rush in California. From the description above, one can see that Mr. Smith regards his bookshelves as a map of the U.S. and arranges his history books accordingly. It is odd, but it is convenient.

最后要说到的一种逻辑就是后面的所有细节全部是平行并列的关系，哪怕这些细节之间没有任何的连接词汇，依然会给人连贯感，比如：

Technology catalyzes our living pace. With Internet, we can google any information by a simple click on the searching engine. With airplane, we can even arrive the other side of the world within one single day. With air conditioner, we are not afraid of the heat in the summer and the coldness in the long and friendless winter evening anymore.

这个段落中的三个层次：网络、飞机和空调是三个不同的事物，但是中间没有任何起承转合，由于是一种并列关系，所以读者也会在阅读的时候产生连贯感。


方法四：过渡表达。
 如果两个句子之间缺乏连贯，加入一个过渡词汇就能够达到连贯的效果。比如：GRE analytical writing is difficult for me. I think I can get a satisfactory score. 这两个句子在一起必然会给读者产生一种不连贯的感觉，但是如果加入一个连接词but, 句子就变为：GRE analytical writing is difficult for me, but I think I can get a satisfactory score. 虽然两个句子的意思都没有改变，但是读起来会更连贯。诸如此类的词汇非常之多，但是我们需要了解用这些词汇的目的其实是为了更加连贯。下面总结一些在GRE分析性写作中可能会用到的连贯词。





表示举例。
 观点比较抽象，后面跟一个具体的事物会给人不连贯的感觉，所以中间如果加上一个表示举例的表达，就会连贯很多。常见的表达有：

for example, for instance, in particular, specifically, that is, to illustrate, to illustrate this concept, that means, for one thing, as an example, as proof, to substantiate, as an illustration, such as, in one instance, let me illustrate, according to, as follows, consider


表示顺序。
 常见的表达有：首先、另外、最后。除了最基本也是最常用的first, second, third以外，还有许多其他词汇：

首先：first of all, to begin with, for a start, first and foremost, the first reason is...

再加一点：in addition, furthermore, also, moreover, additionally, too, the second reason is..., besides, what's more, what's worse

最后：last, last but not least, finally


表示比较。
 两事物比较时常用的表达有：

also, as we see, in the same way, in paralled to, similarly, in the same manner, in like manner, as in, both, like, likewise, resembling, resemblance as, as well, almost the same as, similar to


表示对比。
 对比两事物常用的表达有：

alternatively, but, conversely, on the contrary, on the other hand, rather, unlike, yet, whereas, nevertheless, even so, differ from, in contrast to, in opposition to, less/more than, otherwise, although, while.


表示转折。
 很多时候我们发现转折和对比用的词汇有相似之处：

but, yet, however, nevertheless, nonetheless, on the other hand


表示定义。
 要对一个事物下定义的时候，为了连贯可以使用以下表达：

to define, in definition, to explain, in explanation, by that I mean, by...is meant, to clarify, in clarification


表示分类。
 抽象的事物分类的过程中，经常会用到如下表达：

primary...secondary..., major...minor..., kinds of, basic kinds of, main kinds of, divide, divide into, classify, fall into, fundamental, types, types of, methods, divisions, categories, characteristics, classes, classifications, aspects, sources, factors, regions


表示强调。
 强调一个事物的时候，可以用：

certainly, clearly, in fact, more importantly, as a matter of fact


表示不确定。




questionably, arguably, allegedly, possibly, potentially


表示因果。
 因果表达在写作中经常出现，所以一定要掌握一些常见的推理词汇。

原因：because, because of, as a result of, as a consequence of, owing to, due to, now that, result from, lie in, thanks to

结果：as a result, as a consequence, thus, hence, therefore, thereby, so, accordingly, subsequently, it follows that


表示同义转述。







in other words, more simply, that is, that is to say, to state this another way, what I mean by that is, in summary, in general, generally speaking


表示并列。




as well as, and, also, along with, not only...but also...


表示递进。even





表示总结。




to sum up, in the final analysis, in sum, last but not least

虽然前面介绍了很多产生连贯的方法，但是任何一个段落的展开都不可能只用一种连贯方法，往往是多种方法结合使用，考生一定要非常熟练地掌握，并且通过练习更好地理解这些基本方法。下面有几个段落，请判断下划线部分运用了哪一种连贯方法。


例1
 Another reason why I essentially agree with the speaker is that fully disclosing to the public certain types of information would threaten public safety and perhaps even national security. For example
 , if the President were to disclose the government's strategies for thwarting specific plans of an international terrorist or a drug trafficker, those strategies
 would surely fail, and the public's health and safety
 would be compromised as a result. Withholding information might also be necessary to avoid public panic. While such cases
 are rare, they do occur occasionally. For example
 , during the first few hours of the new millennium the U.S. Pentagon's missile defense system experienced a Y2K-related malfunction. This fact
 was withheld from the public until later in the day, once the problem
 had been solved; and legitimately so, since immediate disclosure would have served no useful purpose and might even have resulted in mass hysteria.


例2
 Having recognized that withholding information from the public is often necessary to serve the interests of that public, legitimate political leadership nevertheless
 requires forthrightness with the citizenry as to the leader's motives and agenda. History informs us that would-be leaders who lack such forthrightness are the same ones
 who seize and maintain power either by brute force or by demagoguery—that is, by deceiving and manipulating the citizenry. Paragons such as
 Hitler, come immediately to mind. Any democratic society should of course abhor demagoguery, which operates against the democratic principle of government by the people. Consider also
 less egregious examples, such as
 President Nixon's withholding of information about his active role in the Watergate cover-up. His behavior
 demonstrated a concern for self-interest above the broader interests of the democratic system that granted his political authority in the first place.


例3
 In sum
 , the game of politics calls for a certain amount of disingenuousness and
 lack of forthrightness that we might otherwise characterize as dishonesty. And such behavior
 is a necessary means to the final objective of effective political leadership. Nevertheless
 , in any democracy a leader who relies chiefly on deception and secrecy to preserve that leadership, to advance a private agenda, or to conceal selfish motives, betrays the democracy and ends up forfeiting the political game.


例
 Turning first to public architecture, one sees in ancient and Renaissance
 forms an impulse to transcend the human condition. Clearly
 , the most important architecture of these periods was built to honor deities and to propel humans into the afterlife. Consider, for example
 , the ancient pyramids and the great cathedrals of Europe, which rise upward toward the stars and heavens. During the Medieval period
 the most important architectural form was the castle, which reflected an overriding concern for military security and brute strength during a time of comparative anarchy. During the 20th century
 , it was first the steel-forged art deco forms and then the sky-scraping office building that dominated public architecture. These forms reflect modern, more mundane concerns for industrial and technological progress.


例5
 Individual achievements can often result in discontent on a societal level. The great achievement of the individual scientists responsible for the success of the Manhattan Project resulted in worldwide anxiety over the threat of nuclear annihilation—a form of discontent with which the world's denizens will forever be forced to cope. Even individual achievements that at first glance would appear to have benefited society turn out to be causes of great discontent. Consider the invention of the automobile, along with the innovations in manufacturing processes and materials that made mass production possible. As a result we have become a society enslaved to our cars, relying on them as crutches not only for transportation but also for affording us a false sense of socioeconomic status. Moreover, the development of assembly-line manufacturing has served to alienate workers from their work, which many psychologists agree causes a great deal of personal discontent.





练习一





选词填空。下面给出了几个连接词汇，在阅读完段落之后，把这些词汇填入到段落的空格内。





1.
 in addition, for example, in fact, also, furthermore

Teachers of foreign languages should be extremely well-qualified in order to carry out their duties properly. ___________, a teacher should possess a minimum of a graduate degree from a certified education school or institute if he is to teach in high school or below. Besides the academic degree, teachers should not consider teaching only as an occupation for earning money; they should __________ be interested in teaching. ___________, it was necessary that teachers be knowledgeable in their major fields. They should be skillful as well. ____________, the language teacher must know the target language well enough to be imitated by his students. Proficiency in the target language includes four skills: understanding, speaking, reading and writing. A teacher should know the linguistic facts of the language of the students in order to understand the problems they will have in learning the target language. ________________, the teacher must be familiar with auto-lingual techniques. Knowing all this will help the students to learn correctly and quickly.


2.
 for example, yet, moreover, therefore

Of course, there are many notable exceptions to the rule that imagination unfettered by experience breeds remarkable insights and accomplishments. __________, Duke Ellington, perhaps jazz music's most prolific composers, continued to create new compositions until late in life. Thomas Edition, who registered far more patents with the U.S. patent office than any other person, continued to invent until a very old age. ____________, these are exceptions to the general pattern. ____________, the later accomplishments of individuals such as these tend to build on earlier ones, and ____________ are not as truly inspired as the earlier ones, which sprung from imagination less fettered by life experience.


练习二





按照提纲的内容，运用连贯表达的方式，写出完整的段落。





1.
 government funds the arts → solve the social problems

a) government funds the arts → art industries thrive → more workers involved → unemployment rate decreased

b) government funds the arts → more revenue and tax from art industry → use the tax money to support medicine problem, the food problem and public issues

c) government funds the arts → art lifts people's spirit → charitable → ready to help those unfortunate





2.
 mechanical automation → damage to our lives

a) mechanical automation → less workers needed → unemployment rate increased

b) mechanical automation → less communication between workers and people → society becomes more callous

c) mechanical automation → replace the importance of employees, which decrease their sense of security and pride


3.
 education, practicality

a) elementary schoolchild: reading, writing, computer skills

b) high school students: cutting arts courses, more focused on coursework

c) college: major → lucrative jobs


4.
 business, image becomes important

a) automobile: identical → focus on image → illusory benefit

b) book publishing: brand, media

c) music industry: originality, sex appeal


练习三





找出下面段落中所有表示连贯的表达，并指出用了哪一种方式来表达连贯。





1.
 Questioning authority is also essential for advances in the sciences. Passive acceptance of prevailing principles quells innovation, invention, and discovery, all of which clearly benefit any society. In fact, the very notion of scientific progress is predicated on rigorous scientific inquiry—in other words, questioning of authority. History is replete with scientific discoveries that posed challenges to political, religious, and scientific authority. For example, the theories of a sun-centered solar system, of humankind's evolution from other life forms, and of the relativity of time and space, clearly flew in the face of "authoritative" scientific as well as religious doctrine of their time. Moreover, when it comes to science a successful challenge to authority need not come from a large number of people. The key contributions of a few individuals—like Copernicus, Kepler, Newton, Darwin, Einstein, and Hawking—often suffice.


2.
 In the face of historical examples supporting the speaker's claim are innumerable influential individuals who were zealously committed to certain ideas and policies but who were not critical of them, at least not outwardly. Could anyone honestly claim, for instance, that Elizabeth Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, who in the late 19th Century paved the way for the women's rights movement by way of their fervent advocacy, were at the same time highly critical or suspicious of the notion that women deserve equal rights under the law? Also, would it not be absurd to claim that Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, history's two leading advocates of civil disobedience as a means to social reform, had serious doubts about the ideals to which they were so demonstrably committed? Finally, consider the two ideologues and revolutionaries Lenin and Mussolini. Is it even plausible that their demonstrated commitment to their own Communist and Fascist policies, respectively, belied some deep personal suspicion about the merits of these policies? To my knowledge no private writing of any of these historical figures lends any support to the claim that these leaders were particularly critical of their own ideas or policies.


3.
 Do computers offer greater promise for thoughtful and reflective communication than television? Emphatically, yes. After all, media such as email and the Web are interactive by design. And the opportunity for two-way communication enhances the chances of meaningful and thoughtful communication. Yet their potential begs the question: Do these media in fact serve those ends? It is tempting to hasten that the answer is "yes" with respect to email; after all, we've all heard stories about how email has facilitated reunions of families and old friends, and new long-distance friendships and romances. Moreover, it would seem that two-way written communication requires far more thought and reflection than verbal conversation. Nevertheless, email is often used to avoid face-to-face encounters, and in practice is used as a means of distributing quick memos. Thus on balance it appears that email serves as an impediment, not an aide, to thoughtful and reflective communication.





练习四



请分析标注下划线的代词指代的是哪一个名词。




The nobles of Persia, in the bosom of luxury and despotism, preserved a strong sense of personal gallantry and national honor. From the age of seven years they
 were taught to speak the truth, to shoot with the bow, and to ride; and it was universally agreed that in the last two of these arts they
 had achieved a more than common proficiency. The most distinguished youths were educated under the monarch's eyes, practiced their
 exercises in the gate of his
 palace, and were severely trained in the habits of temperance and obedience in their
 long and laborious parties of hunting.


练习五





在空格处填写适当的表达，让段落更连贯。





1.
 European universities and universities in the United States are different in many ways. ____________, European students enroll in fewer courses each term than United States students do. ____________, European students seldom live at a university. ____________, they live at home and travel to classes. ____________, most European courses are given by professors who lecture to their classes. ____________, United States professors often ask their students question or allow their students to form discussion groups. ____________, European professors ask students to write fewer papers than United States professors do. ____________, European students'final examinations are usually oral, whereas American students take written final examinations. ____________, a European university is mainly a place to study. ____________ at most United States universities, social activities take up a large part of the students' time.


2.
 Foreign cars are often more expensive to own in the United States than American-made cars. ____________, foreign cars cost more to buy. ___________, there are reasons for this. The quality of workmanship that goes into making them is very high. ____________ high tariffs on many foreign models have raised prices. ____________, foreign cars often cost more to register. ____________ insurance rates can be higher. ____________, there are some financial advantages to owning a foreign car. ____________, many of them get better gas mileage and they need new tires less often than American cars do. ____________, their resale value is higher. The prices of a year-old foreign car may be only $300 less than what it cost new. ____________ the price for a year-old American car will be around $1000 less.


练习六





下面一段话的最主要问题就是不连贯，请加入适当的连接词或者用其他方法使其连贯。







Luis and Mario are different in three ways. Luis studies a lot. He wants to get all A's. He would not get into medical school when he graduates. Mario rarely studies. He doesn't care about grades. He just wants a B. Luis never has time for sports. He doesn't have time to play. He sometimes watches a game. Mario spends most of his time playing soccer or basketball. Luis doesn't like parties. They usually last until 2 a.m. He needs lots of sleep. Mario loves parties. He gets to bed very late. He doesn't seem to need as much sleep as Luis does. In spite of their differences, Luis and Mario are good friends.










第七章　学术英语写作的基础：从段落到篇章

第一节　文章的结构

前面讨论了段落写作，若干个段落就可以组成篇章。一篇文章的结构类似于一个段落的结构，也分为三个部分：开头段(Introduction)，主体段(Body)和结尾段(Conclusion)，类似于段落的主题句、发展句和结尾句。下面一个简图展示了GRE分析性写作和绝大多数学术写作文章都遵循的文章结构。


[image: 003.png]





文章的开头段分为两个部分：general statement和thesis statement。第一个部分是导入部分，也就是 general statement, 正如前面章节中讲述的学术英语论文那样，论文的第一部分就是introduction, 在 introduction部分首先做文献综述和背景介绍，简单归纳和总结该领域中重要的发展与问题；而GRE分析性写作开头段一开始也是背景描述，往往相对比较宏观，然后逐渐具体。该描述的目的是为了导入到开头段的第二个部分，也是最重要的部分，就是thesis statement。所谓thesis statement就是全文的中心观点句，这句话把全文的观点和立场清晰而明确地表达出来。Thesis statement不一定是一句话，可以是两句话甚至多句话，只要能够把整篇文章的所有观点都表达清楚就可以了。其实从某种意义上讲，thesis statement相当于把下面若干中间段落的每一个topic sentence作了一个归纳。一个好的thesis statement有两个重要元素：第一，要把自己的观点和立场清晰地表达出来；第二，要能够表明全文的逻辑脉络和重要分论点的展开模式。

文章的中间段落可以有两个，也可以有三个或者四个，这个没有固定的限制，但是形式上和上一章讨论的结构套路完全一样。而且每一个段落都在thesis statement的控制下展开，形成统一性。




文章的结尾段落也是文章中最不重要的一个部分，其目的就是作为一个结尾的标志，并且把文章的观点作一个归纳。从本质上来说，结尾段和thesis statement内容是基本一样的，可以作为thesis statement的同义改写。

下面看一篇文章，我们来分析其文章结构中的每一个组成部分。


Native American Influences on Modern U.S. Culture


(1) When the first Europeans came to the North American continent, they encountered the completely new cultures of the Native American peoples of North American. Native Americans, who had highly developed cultures in many respects, must have been as curious about the strange European manners and customs as the Europeans were curious about them. As always happens when two or more cultures come into contact, there is a cultural exchange. Native Americans adopted some of the Europeans' ways, and the Europeans adopted some of their ways. (2) As a result, Native Americans have made many valuable contributions to modern U.S. culture, particularly in the areas of language, art, food, and government.

(1) General statement

(2) Thesis statement

(3) First of all, Native Americans left a permanent mark on the English language. (4) The early English-speaking settlers borrowed from several different Native American languages words for places in this new land. All across the country are cities, towns, rivers, and states with Native American names. For example, the states of Delaware, lowa, Illionis, and Alabama are named after Native American tribes, as are the cities of Chicago, Miami, and Spokane. (5) In addition to place names, English adopted from various Native American languages the words for animals and plants found in the Americas. Chipmunk, moose, raccoon, skunk, tobacco, and squash are just a few examples.

(3) Topic sentence A

(4) Support 1

(5) Support 2

Although the vocabulary of English is the area that shows the most Native American influence, it is not the only area of U.S. culture that has been shaped by contact with Native Americans. (6) Art is another area of important Native American contributions. (7) Wool rugs woven by women of the Navajo tribe in Arizona and New Mexico are highly valued works of art in the United States. (8) Native American jewelry made from silver and turquoise is also very popular and very expensive. (9) Especially in the western and southwestern regions of the United States, native crafts such as pottery, leather products, and beadwork can be found in many homes. (10) Indeed, native art and handicrafts are a treasured part of U.S. culture.

(6) Topic sentence B

(7) Support 1

(8) Support 2

(9) Support 3

(10) Concluding sentence

(11) In addition to language and art, agriculture is another area in which Native Americans had a great and lasting influence on the peoples who arrived here from Europe, Africa, and Asia. (12) Being skilled farmers, the Native Americans of North America taught the newcomers many things about farming techniques and crops. Every U.S. schoolchild has heard the story of how Native Americans taught the first settlers to place a dead fish in a planting hole to provide fertilizer for the growing plant. Furthermore, they taught the settlers irrigation methods and crop rotation. (13) Many of the foods people in the United States eat today were introduced to the Europeans by Native Americans. For example, corn and chocolate were unknown in Europe. Now they are staples in the U.S. diet.




(11) Topic Sentence C

(12) Support 1

(13) Support 2

(14) Finally, it may surprise some people to learn that citizens of the United States are also indebted to the native people for our form of government. (15) The Iroquois, who were an extremely large tribe with many branches called "nations, "had developed a highly sophisticated system of government to settle disputes that arose between the various branches. (16) Five of the nations had joined together in a confederation called "the league of the Iroquois." Under the league, each nation was autonomous in running its own internal affairs, but the nations acted as a unit when dealing with outsiders. The league kept the Iroquois from fighting among themselves and was also valuable in diplomatic relations with other tribes. (17) When the 13 colonies were considering that kind of government to establish after they had won their independence from Britain, someone suggested that they use a system similar to that of the League of the Iroquois. Under this system, each colony or future state would be autonomous in managing its own affairs but join forces with the other states to deal with matters that concerned them all. This is exactly what happened. (18) As a result, the present form of government of the United States can be traced directly back to a Native American model.

(14) Topic sentence D

(15) Support 1

(16) Support 2

(17) Support 3

(18) Concluding sentence

(19) In conclusion, we can easily see from these few examples the extent of Native American influence on our language, our art forms, our eating habits, and our government. The people of the United States are deeply indebted to Native Americans for their contributions to U.S. culture.

(19) Conclusion


练习





阅读下面的文章，按照上面的方法，标注这篇文章的每一个结构元素。



题目：We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own.


From whom do we learn more knowledge, people who agree with us or people who disagree with us? The author prefers the former. I concede that sometimes harsh disagreement fundamentally constrains mutual learning. However, it is only through different opinions can we realize our own drawbacks. In contrast, we barely learn anything from people who hold all the same opinions as our own.

Admittedly, one can always come up with numerous examples where sharp disagreements prevent improvement. This is especially true when both parties in an argument have deeply rooted ideas that they have no intention to give up. We commonly observe debates between a Christian fundamentalist and an evolutionary biologist that lead to nowhere.




Difficult as it may seem, we still learn much by hearing different opinions. This holds true regardless of the fields one is in and the achievements she has made. In the academic world, scientific explorations require healthy competition among scientists. Even the greatest physicist of all times, Einstein, used to sharply deny the big bang theory, until one day when he finally decided that it was the best theory explaining the origin of the universe he had ever heard. In everyday interpersonal communication, by engaging with diverse people, we come to identify our own personality and respect the uniqueness of every individual. Hearing disapproval of our own beliefs is not the most pleasant thing; however, it is just through such effort that brings us the most benefits.

Contrarily, there is little to learn, if any, from people that hold the same opinions. One may enlist some great companionship in history through which holding similar ideas are beneficial. For example, an important contributor to Newton's discovery of the Law of Gravity was Robert Hooke, who shared the same crucial belief that it must be an inverse square law that plays the role of gravity. Unfortunately, examples of such form often neglect the little differences that are actually responsible for learning. In this case, what really stimulates Newton to the discovery was Hooke's clarification on centripetal and centrifugal forces, about which Newton had the wrong ideas. Therefore, it is not the similarity between their view that is ultimately responsible for Newton's breakthrough, but rather their difference.

Simply put, there is nothing to learn about from people having the same ideas, because we already have all the ideas in those people. The fact that people learn things when they are with similar people does not entail a causal relationship. We have to dig deeper to find the real sources of the learning. Probably we can come to realize small differences that actually make the impact. Ultimately, it is through disagreement that learning is actualized.

第二节　文章的统一性和连贯性

文章写作和段落写作本质上要求是一样的，也需要统一性和连贯性，而且基本方法和思路也是相通的。


1. Unity (统一性)


文章的统一性和段落的统一性思路是一样的。在段落写作中我们讨论过，主题句要控制全段，全段的所有内容都不能超过两层意思，自始至终都围绕主题句展开。同样，在文章中，自始至终也只能有一个意思，而且是被thesis statement (全文中心观点)控制。Thesis statement既要暗示整个文章的逻辑脉络和走向，也同时成为文章的控制焦点，所以只要写好了thesis statement, 并且后面段落的展开完全能够被该thesis statement控制好，就轻松地达到了统一性的目的。

下面分析一篇分析性写作的文章，讨论艺术有没有反映社会的观点与冲动，我们看看是如何做到统一性的。

我们先写一个提纲：

INTRODUCTION

1. General: repeat the topic

2. Thesis:




Architecture: reflect society

Painting in last century: reflect society

Painting in the 20th century; reflect personal impulse

BODY

1. Public architecture

A. Ancient and Renaissance: pyramids, cathedrals

B. Medieval: castle

C. 20th century: steel-forged → sky-scraping

2. Paintings in previous centuries

A. Medieval and Renaissance: Christian theme (...)

B. 18th, 19th century: bourgeois theme (Monet)

3. Paintings in most recent centuries

A. Picasso: changes in careers

B. Dali: surrealist

C. Pollock: failure as conventional painters

CONCLUSION: restate the thesis statement

请看下面这篇根据提纲写出来的文章。分析thesis statement (下划线部分)是如何根据提纲转换过来的，并分析其是如何控制整篇文章的。

The speaker asserts that the arts reveal society's hidden ideas and impulses. While this assertion has merit, I think it unfairly generalizes about art. Consider two particular art forms: architecture and painting. In more important architecture one consistently sees a reflection of society's ideas and urges. However, in more important paintings one sees a transform from styles and themes reflecting social ideas and impulses to a more recent concern about artists'personal and idiosyncratic visions of an aesthetic ideal.


Turning first to public architecture, one sees in ancient and Renaissance forms an impulse to transcend the human condition. Clearly, the most important architecture of these periods was built to honor deities and to propel humans into the afterlife. Consider, for example, the ancient pyramids and the great cathedrals of Europe, which rise upward toward the stars and heavens. During the Medieval period the most important architectural form was the castle, which reflected an overriding concern for military security and brute strength during a time of comparative anarchy. During the 20th Century it was first the steel-forged art deco forms and then the sky-scraping office building that dominated public architecture. These forms reflect modern, more mundane concerns for industrial and technological progress.

Turning next to important paintings and painters, it seems to me that the art of previous centuries reflected the attitudes and ideas of the prevailing culture to a far greater extent than today's art. The cynosures of the Medieval and Renaissance artists, for instance, were certain Christian themes—the Trinity, virgin birth of Christ, the Resurrection, and so forth with which the society at large was also preoccupied. Later, during the 18th and 19th Centuries, an emerging genteel class saw itself reflected in the bourgeois themes of impressionists such as Renoir and Monet.

But in the most recent century the picture has been much different. Consider three of the 20th Century's most influential painters: Picasso, Dali and Pollock. Picasso's style underwent a series of radical changes throughout his career. Was the reason for Picasso's diverse "periods" a quick series of radical changes in society's ideas and impulses, or perhaps a reflection of society's hidden impulse for constant change? Or did Picasso's varied styles merely reflect the complex psychological profile of one eccentric artist? Dali is known for his surrealistic images; but do these images reveal some kind of existential angst on a societal level, or just the odd aesthetic vision of one man? Pollock's penchant was for dripping paint on the floor in order to create abstract images that would have the sort of visceral impact he was after. In fact, Pollock turned to this technique only after he tried but failed as a conventional painter, using brush and easel. So are Pollock's striking abstract murals a reflection of some mid-20th Century societal impulse, or merely the result of one struggling artist stumbling onto something he was good at? In all three cases, it seems that the art reflected the artist but not the society.




In sum, in the art of painting one can observe a shift from styles and themes reflecting broad societal impulses to a more recent concern for expressing personal impulses and creative urges. In contrast, the more public art form of architecture has always mirrored society's ideas and impulses, and probably always will—because architecture is so much more public than the art of painting.

在这篇文章的开头段中，最重要的部分为thesis statement: Consider two particular art forms: architecture and painting. In more important architecture one consistently sees a reflection of society's ideas and urges. However, in more important paintings one sees a transform from styles and themes reflecting social ideas and impulses to a more recent concern about artists' personal and idiosyncratic visions of an aesthetic ideal. (考虑两种具体的艺术形式：建筑和绘画。在重要的建筑领域，人们可以一直看到社会观点和愿望的反映。然而在重要的绘画领域，我们可以发现由曾经的反映社会观念和冲动转变为反映当今艺术家个人观念和特殊的艺术理想。)这个thesis statement不仅清楚地表达了作者的观点，而且还明确表达出了subtopic, 从而暗示了整个文章的结构。事实上，这篇文章后面所有的内容都被这个thesis statement所控制：第一个中间段落，分析的是建筑领域反映了社会的冲动，并对三个不同时期的建筑类型分层次展开。第二个中间段落讨论的是传统绘画反映了社会愿望，也从两个不同的层次展开。第三个中间段落讨论当代绘画没有反映社会愿望，反映的是艺术家自己的内心世界，后面也分为三个层次，探讨三个20世纪著名画家的艺术创作。所以，这是一个很好的有着unity (统一性)的文章，同时满足了前面讨论过的ETS的GRE分析性写作评分标准里面的well-focused。


2. Coherence (连贯性)


文章的连贯性和段落的连贯性本质上也是一样的，为了让段落和段落之间产生一种连贯感，有四种基本方法：第一，重复上一个段落中的关键名词，让读者读到该段落与上一个段落产生一种联系。第二，运用代词，但是要保证指代不会产生混淆。第三，段落之间存在一些逻辑关系：三段之间完全并列或者三个段落按照时间从前到后。第四，运用连接信号词汇，比如转折、并列、因果、举例、序列等，这些具体的表达在上一章段落表达的讲解中已经总结，可以作为参考。

下面给出一篇GRE的文章，第一段标注下划线的部分为thesis statement (全文中心观点)，从第二段开始就有连贯表达，已用下划线标出，请分析文章用了什么样的方法实现连贯。此时暂且忽略段落内部的连贯。


题目：The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.


The speaker claims that the general welfare of a nation's people, instead of the achievements of its elites, is the most accurate indicator of its greatness. On my part, given a clear understanding of what general welfare means, I believe both it and the establishments of rulers, artists, and scientists are indispensible markers for a great country.
 (thesis statement)

Apparently, the term "general welfare" is a debatable concept. Philosophers in history have argued over what it means for millenniums. Some people prefer to use more calculable ways to describe it, such as gross domestic productions. I think any such single dimensional description misses the essence of welfare. Even if a strict definition is beyond grasp, we still know what to look for and ask in order to find the answer. The well-being of people lies nowhere else other than things such as the education and health care they can use, the job opportunities they have, the freedom of speech and belief they enjoy, and their rights to pursue what they want.





Provided with this clarification,
 I think to identify a great nation, one certainly should not miss its people's welfare. There are countless cases in human history where a nation produces many remarkable achievements through the effort of its elites at the cost of people's livelihood. However great these individuals are, such a nation can hardly be counted as great, for it misses the original intention of humans to form political entities, viz., to protect the people. Such circumstance takes place most commonly in totalitarian nations, where the purpose of each monumental project is to fulfill the personal ambition and pleasure of the tyrant. For example, one country may be successful in Science, but it is not a great country. The most fundamental reason is that common people's life has continually been miserable. Whatever the elites have achieved, they were not dedicated to changing people's life. A great nation has to be stable, and the stability can never be achieved unless its people are happy.


However, even though the general welfare of the people is a necessary indicator of a great nation,
 it is not a sufficient marker. In fact, when we look for names of great nations in the entire human history, these names pop out, the ancient Greece, Egypt, and China, the Roman Empire, the Great Britain, the modern America, and etc.. When we think about them, we do not immediately reflect on how comfortable the life of their people were, but we remind ourselves with all the marks these countries have imprinted on the entire human civilization. Apparently, these should be attributed to their great individuals. For example, it is Franklin Roosevelt that revived America from the Great Depression and led the nation through World War II, it is scientists like Newton, Boyle, Fulton, and Darwin that ultimately made possible the Industrial Revolution and secured the power of the Great Britain, and it is the work of tragedy writers such as Aeschylus, Euripides, and Sophocles that set the ancient Greece apart from the barbarian world. In sharp contrast with these examples are the wealthy countries surrounding the Persian Gulf. Perhaps their citizens enjoy very happy life given their financial status. However, these countries cannot leave their names into the hall of fame simply by exploiting natural oil resources.


All in all,
 the work of great individuals and the general welfare of people are not in tension as the topic may suggest. In a country where life is relatively easy people have more opportunities to develop their own strengths, while the success of these individuals will in turn benefit the life of the general public. To sum up, only through scrutiny into both aspects can one reliably tell how great a nation really is.

再看上一节我们分析的一篇文章是如何做到段落之间的连贯的，请注意标下划线的部分。

The speaker asserts that the arts reveal society's hidden ideas and impulses. While this assertion has merit, I think it unfairly generalizes about art. Consider two particular art forms: architecture and painting. In more important architecture one consistently sees a reflection of society's ideas and urges. However, in more important paintings one sees a transform from styles and themes reflecting social ideas and impulses to a more recent concern about artists'personal and idiosyncratic visions of an aesthetic ideal.


Turning first to public architecture,
 one sees in ancient and Renaissance forms an impulse to transcend the human condition. Clearly, the most important architecture of these periods was built to honor deities and to propel humans into the afterlife. Consider, for example, the ancient pyramids and the great cathedrals of Europe, which rise upward toward the stars and heavens. During the Medieval period the most important architectural form was the castle, which reflected an overriding concern for military security and brute strength during a time of comparative anarchy. During the 20th Century it was first the steel-forged art deco forms and then the sky-scraping office building that dominated public architecture. These forms reflect modern, more mundane concerns for industrial and technological progress.





Turning next to important paintings and painters,
 it seems to me that the art of previous centuries reflected the attitudes and ideas of the prevailing culture to a far greater extent than today's art. The cynosures of the Medieval and Renaissance artists, for instance, were certain Christian themes—the Trinity, virgin birth of Christ, the Resurrection, and so forth with which the society at large was also preoccupied. Later, during the 18th and 19th Centuries, an emerging genteel class saw itself reflected in the bourgeois themes of impressionists such as Renoir and Monet.


But in the most recent century the picture has been much different.
 Consider three of the 20th Century's most influential painters: Picasso, Dali and Pollock. Picasso's style underwent a series of radical changes throughout his career. Was the reason for Picasso's diverse "periods" a quick series of radical changes in society's ideas and impulses, or perhaps a reflection of society's hidden impulse for constant change? Or did Picasso's varied styles merely reflect the complex psychological profile of one eccentric artist? Dali is known for his surrealistic images; but do these images reveal some kind of existential angst on a societal level, or just the odd aesthetic vision of one man? Pollock's penchant was for dripping paint on the floor in order to create abstract images that would have the sort of visceral impact he was after. In fact, Pollock turned to this technique only after he tried but failed as a conventional painter, using brush and easel. So are Pollock's striking abstract murals a reflection of some mid-20th Century societal impulse, or merely the result of one struggling artist stumbling onto something he was good at? In all three cases, it seems that the art reflected the artist but not the society.


In sum,
 in the art of painting one can observe a shift from styles and themes reflecting broad societal impulses to a more recent concern for expressing personal impulses and creative urges. In contrast, the more public art form of architecture has always mirrored society's ideas and impulses, and probably always will—because architecture is so much more public than the art of painting.

第三节　如何写文章提纲

对于一篇好文章而言，一个完善的提纲是非常有必要的。提纲仿佛是房屋的骨架，而文章是一幢房子。如果骨架不牢固，房子必然不稳固，如果有着坚固稳定的骨架，再加上填充和装饰，一栋漂亮的房子就会出现在我们面前。

为了学习如何写提纲，我们需要先通过阅读文章来找到该文的提纲，以此还原作者写文章前的思考过程和提纲的内容，并且可以进一步感受作者是如何通过提纲来构建一篇文章的。实际上，对于写作者而言，最难的根本不是写文章，而是写提纲，一旦提纲写好了，然后依据提纲写文章就不是那么困难了，如果考生的语言能够足以清楚表达自己的思想的话。

写提纲应该遵循以下几个要求或方法：

第一，逻辑层次一定要清晰。这是非常关键的一点，如果连提纲的逻辑都是混乱的，很难想象写作者能够写出一篇清晰易懂的文章。下面给出一个提纲范例：





[image: 004.png]





上面只是一个范例，而不是一个通用的模式，因为每一篇文章的结构都不完全一样。其实只要逻辑清晰地把提纲列好，每一行一般来说用一到两个句子把主题句说清楚，然后加上起承转合等连贯性表达，一篇文章就串联成功了。

第二，提纲不需要很多细节。比如topic sentence和thesis statement就不需要是完整的句子，用几个关键词表达出来就行了。再比如evidence也不用说得很清楚，只需要用几个关键名词把例子的主要词汇表达出来就可以了，剩下的内容放在具体写文章的过程中。还有explanation如果要进行推理的话，也只需要把几个推理的原因点表达出来就行了。

第三，可以使用一些符号来简化提纲。考虑到可能在考场上时间比较紧张，所以在草稿纸上用一些缩略符号来简化提纲就变得比较必要了。比如用“箭头”表示因果推理的过程，“叉”表示否定，“正号”和“负号”分别表示正评价/正态度和负评价/负态度。

第四，还可以在电脑屏幕上写提纲。考生可以在屏幕上写提纲，然后在提纲的基础上完成文章的写作。比如一个段落大纲我们可能会写成这样：

3. Long term: image wanes (topic sentence)

3.1 Marlboro: health hazards

3.2 Popular music: disappear

3.3 Best-selling books: pulp

3.4 Politics: Teddy Roosevelt: Panama Canal & National Park System>wardrobe

在完成了这个提纲之后，可以直接在这个提纲上写出文章来，然后以段落而不是提纲的形式得以展现。如下所示：


第一步：




In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably.

3.1 Marlboro: health hazards




3.2 Popular music: disappear

3.3 Best-selling books: pulp

3.4 Politics: Teddy Roosevelt: Panama Canal & National Park System>wardrobe


第二步：




In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro man ultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking.

3.2 Popular music: disappear

3.3 Best-selling books: pulp

3.4 Politics: Teddy Roosevelt: Panama Canal & National Park System>wardrobe


第三步：




In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro man ultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking. Popular musical acts with nothing truly innovative to offer musically eventually disappear from the music scene.

3.3 Best-selling books: pulp

3.4 Politics: Teddy Roosevelt: Panama Canal & National Park System>wardrobe


第四步：




In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro man ultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking. Popular musical acts with nothing truly innovative to offer musically eventually disappear from the music scene. And anyone who frequents yard sales knows that today's best-selling books often become tomorrow's pulp.

3.4 Politics: Teddy Roosevelt: Panama Canal & National Park System>wardrobe


第五步：




In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro man ultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking. Popular musical acts with nothing truly innovative to offer musically eventually disappear from the music scene. And anyone who frequents yard sales knows that today's best-selling books often become tomorro's pulp. Even in politics, I think history has a knack for peeling away image to focus on real accomplishments. I think history will remember Teddy Roosevelt, for example, primarily for building the Panama Canal and for establishing our National Park System—and not for his rough-and-ready wardrobe.

最后，提纲一定要包含所有重要的内容。很多同学写的大纲只有三行简单的主题句而没有发展的方法和具体点，这样是不够的。

请阅读下面的文章，并列出这篇文章的提纲。也就是说，我们先不要求大家自己主动写提纲，一定要先大量训练如何读完一篇文章之后能够写出这篇文章的提纲。如果能够写出提纲，相信你一定能够把握这篇文章的写作脉络，能够还原作者写这篇文章前的思路准备和发展策略，也就是说，你开始站在庐山之外来看庐山的真面目了。


Native American Influences on Modern U.S. Culture


When the first Europeans came to the North American continent, they encountered the completely new cultures of the Native American peoples of North American. Native Americans, who had highly developed cultures in many respects, must have been as curious about the strange European manners and customs as the Europeans were curious about them. As always happens when two or more cultures come into contact, there is a cultural exchange. Native Americans adopted some of the Europeans' ways, and the Europeans adopted some of their ways. As a result, Native Americans have made many valuable contributions to modern U.S. culture, particularly in the areas of language, art, food, and government.




First of all, Native Americans left a permanent mark on the English language. The early English-speaking settlers borrowed from several different Native American languages words for places in this new land. All across the country are cities, towns, rivers, and states with Native American names. For example, the states of Delaware, Iowa, Illinois, and Alabama are named after Native American tribes, as are the cities of Chicago, Miami, and Spokane. In addition to place names, English adopted from various Native American languages the words for animals and plants found in the Americas. Chipmunk, moose, raccoon, skunk, tobacco, and squash are just a few examples.

Although the vocabulary of English is the area that shows the most Native American influence, it is not the only area of U.S. culture that has been shaped by contact with Native Americans. Art is another area of important Native American contributions. Wool rugs woven by women of the Navajo tribe in Arizona and New Mexico are highly valued works of art in the United States. Native American jewelry made from silver and turquoise is also very popular and very expensive. Especially in the western and southwestern regions of the United States, native crafts such as pottery, leather products, and beadwork can be found in many homes. Indeed, native art and handicrafts are a treasured part of U.S. culture.

In addition to language and art, agriculture is another area in which Native Americans had a great and lasting influence on the peoples who arrived here from Europe, Africa, and Asia. Being skilled farmers, the Native Americans of North America taught the newcomers many things about farming techniques and crops. Every U.S. schoolchild has heard the story of how Native Americans taught the first settlers to place a dead fish in a planting hole to provide fertilizer for the growing plant. Furthermore, they taught the settlers irrigation methods and crop rotation. Many of the foods people in the United States eat today were introduced to the Europeans by Native Americans. For example, corn and chocolate were unknown in Europe. Now they are staples in the U.S. diet.

Finally, it may surprise some people to learn that citizens of the United States are also indebted to the native people for our form of government. The Iroquois, who were an extremely large tribe with many branches called "nations," had develop a highly sophisticated system of government to settle disputes that arose between the various branches. Five of the nations had joined together in a confederation called "the league of the Iroquois." Under the league, each nation was autonomous in running its own internal affairs, but the nations acted as a unit when dealing with outsiders. The league kept the Iroquois from fighting among themselves and was also valuable in diplomatic relations with other tribes. When the 13 colonies were considering that kind of government to establish after they had won their independence from Britain, someone suggested that they use a system similar to that of the League of the Iroquois. Under this system, each colony or future state would be autonomous in managing its own affairs but join forces with the other states to deal with matters that concerned them all. This is exactly what happened. As a result, the present form of government of the United States can be traced directly back to a Native American model.

In conclusion, we can easily see from these few examples the extent of Native American influence on our language, our art forms, our eating habits, and our government. The people of the United States are deeply indebted to Native Americans for their contributions to U.S. culture.

对于初学者而言，读到一篇阅读范文或者其他作者写的文章的时候，有一个明显的误区，就是仅限于把文章读懂，以为读懂了文章就完成了阅读范文的任务。实际上，只有按照我们上面的要求写出了提纲，才是真正的完成了要求。请完成这篇文章的提纲。




I. Introduction

Thesis statement:

____________________________________________________________________

II. Body

1. Native Americans left a permanent mark on the English language.

Names of places—cities, towns, rivers, and states

1.1 States: Delaware, Iowa, Illinois, Alabama

Cities: Chicago, Miami, Spokane

1.2 Names of animals and plants

Animals: chipmunk, moose, raccoon, skunk

Plants: tobacco, squash

2. ________________________________________________________________

2.1 Navajo rugs

2.2 Sliver and turquoise jewelry

2.3 _____________________________________________________________

Pottery

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________

3.1 Farming techniques

a. ___________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________

3.2 ____________________________________________________________

a. ___________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________

4.1. Iroquois—large tribe with many branches (nations)

Needed to settle disputes among various branches

4.2 Five nations formed league of Iroquois

a. ___________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________

4.3 After independence, 13 colonies adopted similar system.

a. ___________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________

CONCLUSION: _________________________________________________________





练习一





提纲训练。认真阅读下面的每一篇文章，并且按照上面写提纲的方法，列出每一篇文章的提纲，包括thesis statement、主题句、发展的重要方面。可参考文中标下划线的部分和文章后面给出的提纲框架。



题目一：“We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own; disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning.”




Do we learn more from people whose ideas we share in common than from those whose ideas contradict ours? The speaker claims so, for the reason that disagreement can cause stress and inhibits learning. I concede that undue discord can impede learning. Otherwise, in my view we learn far more from discourse and debate with those whose ideas we oppose than from people whose ideas are in accord with our own.

Admittedly, under some circumstances disagreement with others can be counterproductive to learning. For supporting examples one need look no further than a television set. On today's typical television or radio talk show, disagreement usually manifests itself in meaningless rhetorical bouts and shouting matches, during which opponents vie to have their own message heard, but have little interest either in finding common ground with or in acknowledging the merits of the opponent's viewpoint. Understandably, neither the combatants nor the viewers learn anything meaningful. In fact, these battles only serve to reinforce the predispositions and biases of all concerned. The end result is that learning is impeded.

Disagreement can also inhibit learning when two opponents disagree on fundamental assumptions needed for meaningful discourse and debate. For example, a student of paleontology learns little about the evolution of an animal species under current study by debating with an individual whose religious belief system precludes the possibility of evolution to begin with. And, economics and finance students learn little about the dynamics of a laissez-faire system by debating with a socialist whose view is that a centralized power should control all economic activity.

Aside from the foregoing two provisos, however, I fundamentally disagree with the speaker's claim. Assuming common ground between two rational and reasonable opponents willing to debate on intellectual merits, both opponents stand to gain much from that debate. Indeed it is primarily through such debate that human knowledge advances, whether at the personal, community, or global level.

At the personal level, by listening to their parents' rationale for their seemingly oppressive rules and policies teenagers can learn how certain behaviors naturally carry certain undesirable consequences. At the same time, by listening to their teenagers concerns about autonomy and about peer pressures parents can learn the valuable lesson that effective parenting and control are two different things. At the community level, through dispassionate dialogue an environmental activist can come to understand the legitimate economic concerns of those whose jobs depend on the continued profitable operation of a factory.

Conversely, the latter might stand to learn much about the potential public health price to be paid by ensuring job growth and a low unemployment rate. Finally, at the global level, two nations with opposing political or economic interests can reach mutually beneficial agreements by striving to understand the other's legitimate concerns for its national security, its political sovereignty, the stability of its economy and currency, and so forth.

In sum, unless two opponents in a debate are each willing to play on the same field and by the same rules, I

concede that disagreement can impede learning. Otherwise, reasoned discourse and debate between people with opposing viewpoints is the very foundation upon which human knowledge advances. Accordingly, on balance the speaker is fundamentally correct.




OUTLINE:

INTRODUCTION:

General statement: ________________________________________________________

Thesis statement: _________________________________________________________

BODY:

1. Admittedly, under some circumstances disagreement with others can be counterproductive to learning.

Example: ______________________________________________________________

Analysis: ______________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________

4.1 personal: __________________________________________________________

4.2 community: ________________________________________________________

5. global: ________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION: ________________________________________________________________


题目二：“Practicality is now our great idol, which all powers and talents must serve. Anything that is not obviously practical has little value in toda's world.”




"In today's world is practicality our idol—one which all powers and talents must serve. While this claim has considerable merit with respect to most areas of human endeavor—including education, art, and politics—I take exception with the claim when it comes to the direction of scientific research today. "





Practicality seems clearly to be the litmus test for education today
 . Grade-schoolers
 are learning computer skills right along with reading and writing. Our middle and high schools
 are increasingly cutting arts education, which ostensibly has less practical value than other course work. And, more and more college students
 are majoring in technical fields for the purpose of securing lucrative jobs immediately upon graduation. Admittedly
 , many college students still advance to graduate-level study; yet the most popular such degree today is the MBA; after all, business administration is fundamentally about practicality and pragmatism that is, "getting the job done" and paying attention to the "bottom line."


Practicality also dictates what sort of art is produced today.
 Most new architecture
 today is driven by functionality, safety, and cost; very few architectural masterpieces find their way past the blueprint stage anymore. The content of today's feature films and music
 is driven entirely by demographic considerations— that is, by pandering to the interests of 18-35 year olds, who account for most ticket and CD sales. And, the publishing industry
 today is driven by immediate concern to deliver viable products to the marketplace. The glut of how-to books in our bookstores today is evidence that publishers are pandering to our practicality as well. It isn't that artists no longer create works of high artistic value and integrity. Independent record labels, filmmakers, and publishing houses abound today. It's just that the independents do not thrive, and they constitute a minuscule segment of the market. In the main, today's real-estate developers, entertainment moguls, and publishing executives are concerned with practicality and profit, and not with artistic value and integrity.





Practicality is also the overriding concern in contemporary politics.
 Most politicians seem driven today by their interest in being elected and reelected that is, in short-term survival rather than by any sense of mission, or even obligation to their constituency or country. Diplomatic and legal maneuverings and negotiations often appear intended to meet the practical needs of the parties involved minimizing costs, preserving options, and so forth. Those who would defend the speaker might claim that it is idealists—not pragmatists who sway the masses, incite revolutions, and make political ideology reality. Consider
 idealists such as the America's founders, or Mahatma Gandhi, or Martin Luther King. Had these idealists concerned themselves with short-term survival and immediate needs rather than with their notions of an ideal society, the United States and India might still be British colonies, and African-Americans might still be relegated to the backs of buses. Although I concede this point, the plain fact is that such idealists are far fewer in number today.


On the other hand, the claim amounts to an overstatement when it comes to today's scientific endeavors
 . In medicine the most common procedures today are cosmetic; these procedures strike me as highly impractical, given the health risks and expense involved. Admittedly,
 today's digital revolution serves a host of practical concerns, such as communicating and accessing information more quickly and efficiently. Much of chemical research is also aimed at practicality—at providing convenience and enhancing our immediate comfort. Yet, in many other respects scientific research is not driven toward immediate practicality but rather toward broad, long-term objectives: public health, quality of life, and environmental protection.


In sum
 , practicality may be our idol today when it comes to education, the arts, and politics; but with respect to science I find the claim to be an unfair generalization. Finally, query whether the claim begs the question. After all, practicality amounts to far more than meeting immediate needs; it also embraces long-term planning and prevention aimed at ensuring our future quality of life, and our very survival as a species.

OUTLINE:

INTRODUCTION:

General statement: ________________________________________________________

Thesis statement: _________________________________________________________

BODY:

1. Practicality seems clearly to be the litmus test for education today.

1.1 grade-schoolers

1.2 ___________________________________________________________________

1.3 ___________________________________________________________________

1.4 admittedly: _________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

2.1 architecture

2.2 films and music

2.3 ___________________________________________________________________

3. Practicality is also the overriding concern in contemporary politics.

______________________________________________________________________




American Founders, ____________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________

4.1 medicine

4.2 admittedly: __________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION: ________________________________________________________________


练习二




我们从正向的角度来考虑如何写提纲。比如我们给出一个话题范围：美国污染。先思考一下如何展开，但是在展开之前一定要先列提纲。

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

参考答案：

Pollution in America

Three kinds of pollution cause serious problems in America.

1. Air pollution is the most serious problem in the USA.

　1.1 causes

　　1.1.1 factories

　　1.1.2 vehicles

　1.2 effects

　　1.2.1 gives rise to health problems

　　1.2.2 destroys plant life

　1.3 remedies

　　1.3.1 better education

　　1.3.2 better government regulation

2. Water pollution is the second killer in the country.

　2.1 causes

　　2.1.1 contaminated industrial waste

　　2.1.2 garbage from swimmers and boats

　2.2 effects

　　2.2.1 destroys marine life

　　2.2.2 contaminates the water we drink

　　2.2.3 reduces opportunities for outdoor recreation

　2.3 remedies

　　2.3.1 stiffer penalties for violations

　　2.3.2 more media efforts to educate people




　3. Noise pollution is becoming more and more serious.

　3.1 causes

　　3.1.1 loud music

　　3.1.2 motorcycles

　　3.1.3 trucks and buses

　　3.1.4 jet planes

　3.2 effects

　　3.2.1 nervous disorders

　　3.2.2 impairment of hearing

　3.3 remedies

　　3.3.1 strict laws to control noise

　　3.3.2 all-out effort to warn people of the danger

In conclusion, the pollution of air, water and noise are endangering the United States.










第八章　学术英语写作的语言技能

第一节　语言训练的要求和方法

在GRE分析性写作中，ETS更加关注的是考生的批判性思考和分析能力，但是如果没有运用标准的书面语言表达清楚，这种能力是根本无法展示出来的。所以，语言虽然不是最重要的一个评分因素，但一定是一个重要的因素。尤其对于中国的GRE考生而言，英语不是母语，要表达复杂的观点有一定的困难。但是有一点一定要记住，表达清楚一定是最关键的一个要求。如前面第一章所提到的，故意嗦表达必然会导致表达的模糊，所以最基本的原则是有效表达。不可否认，有时候写作中必须用到复杂的句子和多样的句型，但一切都基于清晰的表达。包括词语应用，也是需要精准的，不是一定要用大词和难词，而是应该用准确有效的词汇。

有没有一种灵丹妙药可以迅速提高语言表达的技巧呢?很遗憾，没有。在本章我们重点介绍句子写作和词语运用中的最基本原则，但是要熟练掌握这些技巧还是要扩大精读量，包括阅读《新概念英语》, 包括大学课本等，研习其中的用词和句子表达的方式，能够提高语言构建能力，当然要在理解本章的句子和用词原理基础之上。有一个必须明确指出的问题是，现在在中国的写作备考资料中，还有大量所谓的应试方法，比如背一些复杂的句子和用词，运用在考场上。事实上，语言的精确很难通过一种应试方法获取，所以理解原理，多阅读、多练习才是最重要的方法。当你阅读越多的时候，你会发现你写英文作文会越自信，并且后面的具体写作分析也要基于这样的基本语言能力，所以希望考生一定要训练。

当然，提高语言质量还有一个训练过程，就是做“翻译”。也就是把中文翻译成英文，然后通过你翻译的英文和原文进行对照，来找到差别，仔细揣摩差别所在。从认知原理来看，被纠正过会让你更好地意识到别人的语言好在哪里，并且有助于记忆和理解。可以选择《新概念英语》第三册、第四册或者其他任何语言表达好而且有中英文对照的素材，不需要一定是GRE分析性写作方面的，因为这个语言练习是基础层面的，可以但是完全不需要跟GRE相关。

下面用一个学生的练习举例作为参考。


中文原文




现在开展的体育运动几乎都是竞争性的。参加比赛就是为了取胜。如果不拼命去赢，比赛就没有什么意义了。在乡间的草坪上，当你随意组成两个队，并且不涉及任何地方情绪时，那才可能是单纯的为了娱乐和锻炼而进行比赛。可是一旦涉及荣誉问题，一旦你想到你和某一团体会因为你输而丢脸时，那么最野蛮的争斗天性便会激发起来。即使是仅仅参加过学校足球赛的人也有这种体会。在国际比赛中，体育简直是一场模拟战争。但是，要紧的还不是运动员的行为，而是观众的态度，以及观众身后各个国家的态度。面对着这些荒唐的比赛，参赛的各个国家会如痴如狂，甚至煞有介事地相信——至少在短期内如此—— 跑跑、跳跳、踢踢球是对一个民族品德素质的检验。


自己翻译




The sports now are almost competitive. To take part in the competition is for winning. If you do not fight for the succeed, the competition is meaningless. On the grass in the countryside, when you randomly set up two teams without local emotion, that is the competition simply for fun and exercises. But once the honor is involved in the competition, and once you consider losing the game would be shameful, the nature of cruelty is aroused. You can have this feeling even in the school football competition. In the international competition, physical match is almost a simulated war. However, it is not the sportsman's attitude, but the attitudes of audience, and the nation behind the sportsman that matters. Facing the ridiculous match, the participated nations is so crazy, and they believe—at least in short term—that running, jumping and kicking balls is the test for the virtue of a nation.





英文原文




Nearly all the sports practised nowadays are competitive. You play to win, and the game has little meaning unless
 you do your utmost to win. On the village green, where
 you pick up sides and no feeling of local patriotism
 is involved, it is possible to play simply for the fun and exercise: but as soon as the question of prestige arises,
 as soon as you feel that you and some larger unit will be disgraced
 if you lose, the most savage combative instincts
 are aroused. Anyone who
 has played even in a school football match knows this. At the international level, sport is frankly mimic warfare
 . But the significant thing is not the behaviour of the players but the attitude of the spectators: and, behind the spectators, of the nations who work themselves into furies over these absurd contests,
 and seriously believe—at any rate for short periods—that running, jumping and kicking a ball are tests of national virtue.


研究差别




• 中国学生常常喜欢用的if not可以用unless代替。所以“the game has little meaning unless
 you do your utmost to win”就比“If you do not fight for the success, the competition is meaningless”更好。

• 对地点进行描述可以用地点状语从句，用where连接会达到简化句子的目的。所以“On the village green, where
 you pick up sides and no feeling of local patriotism is involved, it is possible to play simply for the fun and exercise”就比“On the grass in the countryside, when you randomly set up two teams without local emotion, that is the competition simply for fun and exercises”更为简洁有效。

• 上面这句中有一个词汇可以学习，就是“本地情绪”，可以用local patriotism表达，拓宽对patriotism的理解，它不仅仅是“爱国”的意思。

• 一旦涉及某问题是否好，可以用一个表达“as soon as the question of...arises”，所以“as soon as the question of prestige arises
 ”比“honor is involved in the competition”更为形象。

•“丢脸”可以用be disgraced来表达。

•“野蛮的斗争天性”用“savage combative instincts”比用“nature of cruelty”更地道和正式。

• 人称在正式书面语中常常不用you, 而用anyone who...knows..., 所以这里“Anyone who has played even in a school football match knows this”比“You can have this feeling even in the school football competition”表达更为正式。

•“模拟战争”可以用mimic warfare来表达。

•“为某事发狂”用“work...into furies over...”这个表达更地道。所以“the nations who work themselves into furies over these absurd contests
 ”比“Facing the ridiculous match, the participated nations are so crazy”更地道。

按照这个例子的方式长时间训练，你会对句子表达、词汇和结构有更自信的感受。可以写一行空一行，然后用红色笔进行修改。下面做一下练习。

练习

把中文翻译成英文，并且找到译文与原文的差异。





1. [中文原文]
 有两个因素严重地妨碍工业中科学研究的效率：一是科研工作中普遍存在的保密气氛；二是研究人员缺乏个人自由。任何一项研究都涉及保密，那些从事科研的人员自然受到了限制。他们不能和其他国家、其他大学、甚至往往不能与本公司其他部门的同行们进行有效的接触。保密程度自然差别很大。某些大公司进行的研究属于一般和基础的研究，因此不保密对他们才有利。然而，依赖这种研究的很多工艺程序是在完全保密的情况下进行的，直到可以取得专利权的阶段为止。更多的工艺过程根本就不会取得专利权，而是作为秘方保存着。这在化学工业方面尤为突出。同物理和机械工业相比，化学工业中偶然发现的机会要多得多。有时，保密竟达到了这样的程度，即连研究工作的整个性质都不准提及。比如，很多公司向图书馆借阅科技书籍时感到困难，因为它们不愿让人家记下它们公司的名字和借阅的某一本书。他们生怕别的公司的情报人员据此摸到他们可能要从事的某项科研项目。


[英文译文]




________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


[英文原文]
 Two factors weigh heavily against the effectiveness of scientific research in industry. One is the general atmosphere of secrecy in which it is carried out, the other the lack of freedom of the individual research worker. In so far as any inquiry is a secret one, it naturally limits all those engaged in carrying it out from effective contact with their fellow scientists either in other countries or in universities, or even, often enough, in other departments of the same firm. The degree of secrecy naturally varies considerably. Some of the bigger firms are engaged in researches which are of such general and fundamental nature that it is a positive advantage to them not to keep them secret. Yet a great many processes depending on such research are sought for with complete secrecy until the stage at which patents can be taken out. Even more processes are never patented at all but kept as secret processes. This applies particularly to chemical industries, where chance discoveries play a much larger part than they do in physical and mechanical industries. Sometimes the secrecy goes to such an extent that the whole nature of the research cannot be mentioned. Many firms, for instance, have great difficulty in obtaining technical or scientific books from libraries because they are unwilling to have names entered as having taken out such a book, for fear that the agents of other firms should be able to trace the kind of research they are likely to be undertaking.

2. [中文原文]
 在工业生活的组织中，工厂对工人的生理和精神状态的影响完全被忽视了。现代工业的基本概念是：以最低成本获取最多产品，为的是让某个个人或某一部分人尽可能多地赚钱。现代工业发展起来了，却根本没想到操作机器的人的本质。工厂把一种人为的生存方式强加给工人，却不顾及这种生存方式给工人及其后代带来的影响。大城市的建设毫不关心我们。摩天大楼完全是按这样的需要修建的：每平方英尺地皮取得最大收入和向租房人提供使其满意的办公室和住房。这样就导致了许多摩天大厦拔地而起，大厦内众多的人挤在一起。文明人喜欢这样一种生活方式。在享受自己住宅的舒适和庸俗的豪华时，却没有意识到被剥夺了生活所必需的东西。大得吓人的高楼和阴暗狭窄的街道组成了今日现代化的城市。街道上充斥着汽油味和有毒气体，出租汽车、卡车、公共汽车的噪音刺耳难忍，络绎不绝的人群挤来挤去。显然，现代化的城市不是为居民的利益而规划的。


[英文译文]




________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





[英文原文]
 In the organization of industrial life the influence of the factory upon the physiological and mental state of the workers has been completely neglected. Modern industry is based on the conception of the maximum production at lowest cost, in order that an individual or a group of individuals may earn as much money as possible. It has expanded without any idea of the true nature of the human beings who run the machines, and without giving any consideration to the effects produced on the individuals and on their descendants by the artificial mode of existence imposed by the factory. The great cities have been built with no regard for us. The shape and dimensions of the skyscrapers depend entirely on the necessity of obtaining the maximum income per square foot of ground, and of offering to the tenants offices and apartments that please them. This caused the construction of gigantic buildings where too large masses of human beings are crowded together. Civilized men like such a way of living. While they enjoy the comfort and banal luxury of their dwelling, they do not realize that they are deprived of the necessities of life. The modern city consists of monstrous edifices and of dark, narrow streets full of petrol fumes and toxic gases, torn by the noise of the taxicabs, lorries and buses, and thronged ceaselessly by great crowds. Obviously, it has not been planned for the good of its inhabitants.

第二节　句子结构的基础

句子结构是英语写作的基础。在后面的章节中，我们会讨论如何运用句子结构的多样性来有效表达作者的思想，但基础是考生要对基本的句子结构有所认识。


1. 句子结构的分类


一篇好的文章一定是由各种不同结构的句子，依次来表达不同观点之间的逻辑关系。简单句往往表达一个单一的观点。复合句往往来表达相关两个观点，并且这两个观点还是同等重要的。复杂句也是表达两个观点，但是其中一个比另外一个重要，我们把重要的叫做主句，次重要的叫做从句。

• 简单句
 (Simple Sentence)。简单句一般只有一个主语，比如“My best friend lives two blocks away from me”，只有一个主语“my friend”，表达一个观点内容，这就是简单句。

• 复合句
 (Compound Sentence)。“My best friend lives two blocks away from me, but her house is much nicer than mine.”，这是一个复合句，因为该句子包含两个部分，这两个都是简单句，用关联词“but”联系起来了。这显示出了这两个简单句之间的关系，并且这两个分句都同等重要。

• 复杂句
 (Complex Sentence)。“Although my best friend lives two blocks away from me, I don't go to her house very often.”，这是一个复杂句。因为这个句子有两个观点，但是这两个不是同等重要的。第一个部分“Although my best friend lives two blocks away from me”不能作为一个简单句，因为有一个连接词“although”，这个词我们叫做关系词，显示了两个句子的关系。有关系词的分句叫做从句，所以不如主句重要。在这个句子中，“I don't go to her house very often”比“my best friend lives two blocks away from me”更重要。

• 复合复杂句
 (Compound complex Sentence)。复合复杂句本质上就是结合了复合句和复杂句两种结构，既有连接词也有关系词的表达。比如：Although my best friend lives two blocks away from me, I don't go to her house very often, but I am going to visit her next week.


2. 对分句进行连接


根据上面的分析，我们把连接词语分为连接词和关系词。




• 连接词。
 连接两个并列的重要成分的词语。下面归纳了常见的连接词。当然既可以连接句子内部的独立成分也可以连接两个句子。比如“Reading is fun, but writing is hard work”中的“Reading is fun”和“writing is hard work”两个独立成分就是由连接词“but”连接的；而另外两个句子“Many junior colleges do not provide dormitories; however, they provide housing referral services.”中，两个完整的句子“Many junior colleges do not provide dormitories”和“they provide housing referral services”之间是用连接词“however”连接的。这里要格外注意的是，句子连接词连接的两个句子之间要用分号而不能用逗号。




	
连接词


	
句子连接词


	
表达的关系





	
and


	
furthermore, besides, in addition, moreover, also


	
addition





	
but, yet


	
however, nevertheless, still, in contrast


	
contrast





	
for


	
	
reason





	
or


	
otherwise


	
choice





	
so


	
consequently, therefore, thus, accordingly


	
result





	
nor


	
	
negative choice














• 关系词。把主句和从句连接在一起的词语，下面归纳了常见的关系词。


关系词也是为了表达主句和从句之间的关系，常见的关系词和表达的关系如下面的表格所示：




	
关系词


	
表达的关系





	
before, after, when, whenever, while, until, since


	
时间关系(时间状语从句)





	
where, wherever


	
地点关系(地点状语从句)





	
because, since, as


	
原因或理由(原因状语从句或结果状语从句)





	
that, so that, in order that


	
目的或结果(目的状语从句或结果状语从句)





	
although, though, even though, unless, if, provided that


	
让步或条件(让步状语从句或条件状语从句)





	
whom, who, whose, whoever, which, that


	
修饰名词的从句(定语从句，同位语从句)





	
what, whether, why, where, when, how, that


	
作为名词成分的从句(主语从句，宾语从句，表语从句)













下面对于不同的从句分别进行简单解释和举例，以便于读者理解。需要理解的是，从句的目的是修饰，修饰的成分有形容词、副词和名词，所以在句子中有三个类型的从句：名词性从句、形容词性从句和副词性从句。


副词性从句




[ 时间状语从句] Disagreement can also inhibit learning when
 two opponents disagree on fundamental assumptions needed for meaningful discourse and debate.

[ 地点状语从句] On the village green, where
 you pick up sides and no feeling of local patriotism is involved, it is possible to play simply for the fun and exercise.

[原因状语从句] Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support they need in order to thrive, because
 it is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and generated.

[目的状语从句] We devise machines in order that
 they may serve us.

[让步状语从句] Although
 technology makes possible the complete elimination of polluting emissions from automobiles, auto manufacturers are unwilling to voluntarily make the short-term sacrifices necessary to accomplish this goal.





形容词性从句




[ 定语从句] The inflexible nature of a uniform national curriculum would preclude the inclusion of programs, courses, and materials that
 are primarily of regional or local significance.


名词性从句




[同位语从句] The explanation for this lies in the fact that
 our system of laws is based on legal precedent.

[主语从句] Whether
 the languages of the ancient American peoples were used for expressing abstract universal concepts can be clearly answered in the case of Nahuatl.

[ 宾语从句] 1) Parents ensure that
 their children receive an education that meets certain minimum standards.

2) I strongly disagree that
 personality is the key to how a student or scholar interprets the material with which he or she works.

[表语从句] The plain fact is that
 such idealists are far fewer in number today.

在运用关系词的过程中，有几点需要注意：状语从句的关系词后面往往接的是完整的句子，而定语从句后面往往接的是不完整的句子。另外，名词性从句(主语从句、宾语从句、同位语从句和表语从句)往往和定语从句一样都是用that连接，区别在于名词性从句后面接的是完整的句子，而定语从句后面接的是不完整的句子。比如刚才的例子中：“Parents ensure that
 their children receive an education that
 meets certain minimum standards.”，“The plain fact is that
 such idealists are far fewer in number today.”，“Whether
 the languages of the ancient American peoples were used for expressing abstract universal concepts can be clearly answered in the case of Nahuatl.”和“The explanation for this lies in the fact that
 our system of laws is based on legal precedent.”的that
 后面都是完整的句子，而“The inflexible nature of a uniform national curriculum would preclude the inclusion of programs, courses, and materials that
 are primarily of regional or local significance.”的that后面接的是不完整的句子。

请看下面几个例子，根据上面的方法分析短句是如何通过连接词或者关系词组合成长句的，并且分析短句之间的逻辑关系是如何展现的。


例1
 There are some people.

They disagree with the statement.

The people also fail to understand something.

Something = politicians must engage in certain compromises along the way.

Something is in order to gain the opportunity for moral leadership.


[ 综合]
 Those who disagree with the statement also fail to understand that in order to gain the opportunity for moral leadership politicians must engage in certain compromises along the way.


例2
 The art of rhetoric should pass from the status of being regarded as of questionable worth to the status of being wholly condemned.

Rhetoric might be both a source of pleasure and a means to urge people to right action.

Rhetoric might also be a means to distort truth and a source of misguided action.


[ 综合]
 The art of rhetoric should pass from the status of being regarded as of questionable worth (because although it might be both a source of pleasure and a means to urge people to right action, it might also be a means to distort truth and a source of misguided action) to the status of being wholly condemned.





例3
 The historian Frederick J. Turner wrote something.

Something=the agrarian discontent had been precipitated by the closing of the internal frontier.

The discontent had been developing steadily in the United States since about 1870.


[综合]
 The historian Frederick J. Turner wrote in the 1890's that the agrarian discontent that had been developing steadily in the United States since about 1870 had been precipitated by the closing of the internal frontier.

练习

把下面的短句组合成长句。在练习过程中，仔细辨认每一个短句以及短句之间的关系，恰当选择连接词或者关系词，让整个句子的逻辑是合理的。


1. [短句]
 The speaker asserts something.

Something=using public resources to support the arts is unjustifiable in such a society.

In the society, some people go without food, jobs, and basic survival skills.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


[ 参考答案]
 The speaker asserts that using public resources to support the arts is unjustifiable in a society where some people go without food, jobs, and basic survival skills.

2. [ 短句]
 It seems ill-conceived to relegate decision and choices about arts funding to a handful of bureaucrats.

The bureaucrats are likely to decide based on their own quirky notions about art.

The bureaucrats' decisions might be susceptible to influence-peddling.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


[参考答案]
 It seems ill-conceived to relegate decision and choices about arts funding to a handful of bureaucrats, who are likely to decide based on their own quirky notions about art, and whose decisions might be susceptible to influence-peddling.

3. [短句]
 Consider Canada's film industry.

Canada's film industry is heavily subsidized by the Canadian government.

Canada's film industry provides countless jobs for film-industry workers as a result.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


[参考答案]
 Consider Canada's film industry, which is heavily subsidized by the Canadian government, and which provides countless jobs for film-industry workers as a result.

4. [短句]
 Consider a case.

In the case, a cultural anthropologist's knowledge about an ancient civilization is enhanced by the expertise of the archeologist.




In the case, a cultural anthropologist's knowledge about an ancient civilization is enhanced by the expertise of biochemists, geologists, linguists, and even astronomers.

Archeologist unearths the evidence.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________


[参考答案]
 Consider how a cultural anthropologist's knowledge about an ancient civilization is enhanced not only by the expertise of the archeologist—who unearths the evidence—but ultimately by the expertise of biochemists, geologists, linguists, and even astronomers.

第三节　句子的简洁性

在英语写作中，有一句话叫做“brevity is a virtue”，很多中国考生总是为了复杂而写长句，为了复杂而复杂，很多时候表达是无效的。在本书前面分析评分标准的时候，我们发现ETS对语言的要求是用精确的用词和多样的句子结构来有效地进行表达。本节将根据中国考生写作的主要问题来分析如何做到句子的简化。


1. 剔除不必要的词汇和表达


很多时候中国考生在写作的时候，文章中会出现一些没有必要的词或表达，从而导致嗦。

比如：“想到她一周内不得不每天要工作7天、每天工作12个小时，我就感到痛苦。”很多同学会直接翻译成“It makes me feel painful to think that she has to work 12 hours a day and seven days a week.”但是这个表达的斜体部分是冗余的，简化为“It pains me to think that she has to work 12 hours a day and seven days a week.”会更好。

下面通过更多的例子来分析这种情况。斜体部分为冗余表达。


例1
 It will
 be our aim to ensure proper health care for each and every one of
 the Chinese people.

[Revised] Our aim is to ensure proper health care for all Chinese.


例2
 The use of
 this method will solve more pressing social problems.

[Revised] This method will solve more pressing social problems.


例3
 The search of the ocean that they conducted was entirely
 complete.

[Revised] The search of the ocean was complete.

[Revised] They conducted a complete search of the ocean.


例4
 This book will help you master the basic elements
 of architecture.

[Revised] This book will help you master the basics of architecture.

下面总结一些常见的冗余表达和简洁表达供参考。




	

Wordy



	

Improved






	
as a usual rule


	
as a rule





	
at that point in time


	
then





	
at this point in time


	
now





	
at your earliest convenience


	
now, soon





	
concerning the matter of


	
about





	
due to the fact that


	
because





	
for the reason that


	
because





	
has proved itself to be


	
has proved, is





	
in connection with


	
with





	
in order to


	
to





	
in relation to


	
with





	
in the event that


	
if





	
modern factories of today


	
modern factories





	
next steps to take


	
next steps





	
puzzling in nature


	
puzzling





	
regardless of the fact


	
although





	
the reason why is that


	
because





	
total effect of all this


	
total effect





	
regardless of the fact


	
although





	
the reason is that


	
because





	
as to whether or not to


	
as to, or not





	
concerning the matter of


	
about





	
by means of


	
by


















练习

对下面句子中冗余的部分进行修改。


1.
 The reason the starving novelist drove fifty miles to a new restaurant was because it was serving his favorite chicken dish, Pullet Surprise.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The starving novelist drove fifty miles to a new restaurant because it was serving his favorite chicken dish, Pullet Surprise.


2.
 If the government agency finds that an individual has received a payment to which the individual was not entitled, whether or not the payment was due to the individual's fault or misrepresentation, the individual shall be liable to repay to the government the total sum of the payment to which the individual was not entitled.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] If the government agency finds that you received a payment that you weren't entitled to, you must pay the entire sum back.





3.
 Because of the fact that his business failed after only a month, my brother decided to help him.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] Because his business failed after only a month, my brother decided to help him.


4.
 The land settlement was example where my friend, Geoffrey Tsui, did not receive fair treatment.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The land settlement was unfair to my friend, Geoffrey Tsui.


5.
 D.W. Griffith introduced many new cinematic techniques. Some of these techinques were contrast editing, close-ups, fade-outs, and freeze-frame shots.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] D.W. Griffith introduced such new cinematic techniques as contrast editing, close-ups, fade-outs, and freeze-frame shots.


6.
 There are many kinds of beautiful tropical fish. The kind most popular with aquarium owners is the angelfish.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] Of the many kinds of beautiful tropical fish, the anglefish is the most popular with aquarium.


7.
 The next step to take is to finish the difficult job in a quick way.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The next step is to finish the job in a quick way.


8.
 When you come to the second traffic light, turn right.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] Turn right at the second traffic light.


9.
 Another important aspect is good health. It is one of our great blessings. It may be achieved through proper diet and exercise. Rest is also desirable.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The great blessing of good health may be had through proper diet, exercise, and rest.


10.
 Whenever anyone telephoned her to ask her for help with their homework she always obliged right away.

_____________________________________________________________________________




_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] She immediately obliged anyone who telephoned for help with homework.


2. 否定表达


有时候否定表达会比较嗦，采取非否定的表达会达到更加有效和简洁的目的。比如unauthorized money就比money that is not authorized更有效，而preserve就比not give up更有效。


例1
 Thus college students who do not have sufficient financial backing, need the university funding.

[Revised] Thus college students who lack sufficient financial backing need the university funding.


例2
 At the time of registration, students are required to make payment of their library fees.

[Revised] At registration students must pay their library fees.


3. 形容词性从句简化


在考生写定语从句的时候，经常会没有必要地复杂和嗦。

• who/which is很多时候是可以省略的


例1
 A girl who is three years old got hurt because when she was playing on a slide she slipped from the slide and got hurt in her left leg by a screw which was put in the slide by one of the workers who worked in the park.

[Revised] A three-year-old girl got hurt in her left leg by a screw in the slide when she was playing in the park.


例2
 The man who is standing at the gate is my father.

[Revised] The man standing at the gate is my father.


例3
 The chef, who was depressed, ordered his noisy lobster to simmer down.

[Revised] The depressed chef ordered his noisy lobster to simmer down.


例4
 A lot of commentators have expressed their views on this state policy of birth control in China, among which are both praises and criticisms.

[Revised] The family planning policy has both its advocates and critics.


例5
 Sarah Bellam, who is a local English teacher, was delighted to hear that she had won the annual lottery, which is sponsored by the Shirley Jackson Foundation.

[Revised] Sarah Bellam, a local English teacher, was delighted to hear that she had won the annual lottery sponsored by the Shirley Jackson Foundation.


例6
 The getaway car, which was stolen, turned the corner.

[Revised] The stolen getaway car turned the corner.


• that+v → doing



例1
 They live in a room that faces the south.

[Revised] They live in a room facing the south.


例2
 Anyone who touches the wire will get an electric shock.




[Revised] Anyone touching the wire will get an electric shock.


例3
 English has an alphabet that consists of 26 letters.

[Revised] English has an alphabet consisting of 26 letters.


4. 名词性从句的简化



• 主语从句的简化



例
 That John won the race surprised us.

[Revised] John's winning the race surprised us.


• 宾语从句的简化(可以转变为介宾结构)



例1
 There are no chance that Davy would come from the battle alive.

[Revised] There was no chance of Davy's coming from the battle alive.


例2
 I don't think the statement that the economic recovery would be just around the corner is true.

[Revised] I don't think the statement of economic recovery's just being around the corner is true.


例3
 I consider that I will immigrate to America in the future.

[Revised] I consider immigrating to America in the future.


5. 副词性从句的简化



• 主语一致情况下的状语从句省略


由while, when, if等引导的状语从句，如果从句和主句的主语一致，可以省略从句中的主语和系动词。


例1
 While I was driving on the road, I get a feeling that I should have been home.

[Revised] While driving on the road, I get a feeling that I should have been home.


例2
 Metals expand when they are heated and contract when they are cooled.

[Revised] Metals expand when heated and contract when cooled.


例3
 A lion can't be tamed unless it is caught young.

[Revised] A lion can't be tamed unless caught young.


例4
 When he was a student, he read a lot.

[Revised] When a student, he read a lot.


例5
 Although he was not an economist himself, Geoffrey has long been a severe critic of the government's economic policy.

[Revised] Although not an economist himself, Geoffrey has long been a severe critic of the government's economic policy.

要注意的一点是，省略的前提是主语必须一致。比如While the teacher was lecturing to the class, I fell asleep. 这个句子主句和从句的主语是不一致的，所以不能简化。

很多时候，状语从句中存在v → ving结构。比如：


例6
 Since I came to China, I have made many new friends.




[Revised] Since coming to China, I have made many new friends.


例7
 After I finished my homework, I fed the dog.

[Revised] After finishing my homework, I fed the dog.


• If引导的条件状语从句的简化


很多时候if从句是没有必要的，要多考虑是否能转变成一个名词来简化，可以是一个具体的名词也可以是一个抽象名词，也可以进行句子整体的简化。


例1
 If you fail to pass the drug test, we will have to dismiss you from your job.

[Revised] Failure to pass the drug test will result in job dismissal.


例2
 If words are taken out of context, they are not very likely to mean the same as they do when they are in context.

[Revised] Words taken out of context do not always mean what they do in the context.


例3
 If you break the law, you may be arrested.

[Revised] Anyone breaking the law may end up being arrested.

[Revised] Anyone breaking the law may be arrested.


例4
 Several staff members have checked the manuscript to see if it is accurate and easy to use.

[Revised] Several staff members have checked the manuscript for accuracy and ease of use.

练习

把下面的if从句进行简化。


1.
 If we want to end a war, we must lose it.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The quickest way to end a war is to lose it.


2.
 If you imitate others, you can never expect to be a great novelist.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] No one can expect to be a great novelist by imitation.


3.
 If a teacher uses verbal abuses or threats to make his students perform well on study, these measures may not produce desirable result.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] Verbal abuses or threats by a teacher may not produce desirable result on the part of the students.


4.
 If you compare the two things, you will find the difference.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The comparison will offer you the difference between the two.





5.
 If you walk along this road for 10 minutes, you will find New Oriental School.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] 10 minutes' walk will take you to New Oriental School.


6.
 When a Chinese writer describes the Sahara desert, he says if you want to know what "fear" means, you have to cross it.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] Describing the Sahara desert, a Chinese writer said to cross it is to know fear.


• 关于“even though”和“although”从句的简化。


Even though和although常用来引导从句。请注意这里谈论的并不是句子的错误，我们强调的是文体风格问题。


例1
 Although they were very important in California, laundries were even more significant in other parts of the United States, for laundering was one of the four "pioneer" occupations that enabled Chinese to move eastward across the continent.

[Revised] Important as they were in California, laundries were even more significant in other parts of the United States, for laundering was one of the four "pioneer" occupations that enabled Chinese to move eastward across the continent.


例2
 Even though the summer of 1889 was the warmest on record, the winter of the same year was cold.

[Revised] The summer of 1889 was the warmest on record, but followed by a cold winter.


• 关于“so...that...”或“such...that...”或“so...”从句


中国考生经常大段运用这些句式，过度依赖这些句式，就不怎么考虑别的表达了。很多时候会有更好更简单的表达。


例1
 The comedian was so funny that as soon as he started talking people laughed.

[Revised] The comedian soon had them all laughing.


例2
 This is such an indispensable book that anyone who wants to speak and write with clarity, effectiveness, and individuality should possess one.

[Revised] This is an indispensable book for anyone who wants to speak and write with clarity, effectiveness, and individuality.


例3
 Jackie Chan was such a wonderful singer that his songs held eleven thousand people breathless.

[Revised] Jackie Chan's songs held eleven thousand people breathless.


例4
 The professor was so quick-witted and so knowledgeable of the theater that he was instantly recognized as the best critic in his country.

[Revised] The professor's quick wit and his awesome knowledge of the theater had won him instant recognition as the best critic in his country.


• Because引导的原因状语从句的简化


很多同学都会过多使用because, because引导的从句很多时候也是可以简化成一个名词或者更简洁的句子形式，比如分词等。





例1
 I choose to stay in New York because its communication is convenient.

[Revised] I choose to stay in New York due to its convenient communication.


例2
 Because Brian didn't have sufficient financial backing, he failed to complete his college study.

[Revised] Brian's limited financial backing prevented him from completing his college study.


例3
 Because he lacks strong evidence to support his argument, the author does not succeed in making a convincing case for curbing the family violence.

[Revised] Lacking strong evidence to support his argument, the author fails to make a convincing case for curbing the family violence.


例4
 Because I have been very busy recently, I am afraid that I can't go to your birthday party.

[Revised] I am afraid that I can't go to your birthday party due to my busy schedule.


6. 合并


简化句子并不是写简单句，实际上很多时候把多个简单句子合并为一个长句使表达更有效，所以也是简洁。简单说，从句的目的一定是为了简洁，并且会展示短句之间的逻辑关系。本章第二节给了许多例子，这里再给出一些短句合并的思路。


例1
 There are people who are keen on traveling. They maintain that traveling can help them expand their scope of knowledge, especially geographical and historical learning.

[Revised] Those keen on traveling maintain it helps to expand their scope of knowledge in geography and history.


例2
 They believe it a great recreation. It gives them a chance to enjoy the beauty of nature and the wonders of human beings.

[Revised] Some believe it is a form of recreation enabling them to enjoy nature and the wonders of life.


例3
 The advocates base their arguments mainly on the fact that students with a second foreign language are more competitive and popular. In addition, they argue that a second foreign language is helpful to academic research for the searchers are able to review more materials written in different languages.

[Revised] Those who advocate studying a second foreign language believe this makes students more competitive and assists in academic research.

第四节　句子结构的多样性


1. 简单句、复合句与复杂句的结合使用


GRE作文的基本要求之一是句子结构的多样性，而句子结构多样性的最基本思路就是按照前面的介绍多样地运用四种基本句子结构：简单句、复合句、复杂句和复合复杂句。由于前面介绍过各种句型的基本思路，这里不再过多解释。


2. 插入同位语





同位语指用于再定义相邻的名词(或词组)的名词(或词组)。

比如：Nature was addressed for the first time in a universal and international language, the precise and quantitative idiom of mathematics, a tongue which every man and woman, irrespective of color, creed or race, can use and master if given the proper training. 其中“the precise and quantitative idiom of mathematics”和“a tongue which every man and woman can use and master”就是同位语。下面通过几个例子来分析如何把普通的句子通过同位语结构做到表达的多样和有效。


例1
 Today, transistors and other solid state devices, such as personal computers, cellular telephones, and precision controls, to name a few, are the foundation of industries unknown a few decades ago.

[Revised] Today, transistors and other solid state devices are the foundation of industries unknown a few decades ago—personal computers, cellular telephones, and precision controls, to name a few.


例2
 Coolidge was a taciturn, morose New England farmer who did not seem to have apparent talents, but, he appeared to the country to symbolize such old American virtues as frugality, honesty, hard work and religious faith.

[Revised] A taciturn, morose New England farmer of no apparent talents, Coolidge nevertheless appeared to the country as a symbol of old American virtues: frugality, honesty, hard work, and religious faith.


例3
 Biotechnology is defined as the use of a natural biological system to produce a product or to achieve an end desired by human beings. The subject is not new.

[Revised] Biotechnology, the use of a natural biological system to produce a product or to achieve an end desired by human beings, is not new.


3. 分词表达


很多时候两个短句在一起会给人不连贯、嗦的感觉，可以将其中一个短句变成分词结构。分词结构不修饰单个的词，而修饰整个句子，一般充分主句的状语。独立主格结构就是一种分词结构。作为一个单独实体，独立主格具有如下两种功能：(1) 解释原因或情景; (2) 提供主句中重点部分的相关细节。下面通过具体例子来体会这一点，注意斜体部分。


例1
 Almost all metals are good conductors, and silver is the best of all.

[Revised] Almost all metals are good conductors, silver being the best of all.





例2
 Freud distinguished three kinds of anxiety. Each arises from a different source of perceived danger.

[Revised] Freud distinguished three kinds of anxiety, each arising from a different source of perceived danger.





例3
 Early radio reports exaggerated the success of the raid on the Embassy. Some even indicated that the Vietcong had occupied several floors of the building.

[Revised] Early radio reports exaggerated the success of the raid on the Embassy, some even indicating that the Vietcong had occupied several floors of the building.





例4
 The night was dark and frosty. He wrapped her up with great care.

[Revised] He wrapped her up with great care, the night being dark and frosty.





例5
 His nose was running and his hands were shaking. He left the theater like that.




[Revised] His nose running and his hands shaking,
 he left the theater.


例6
 If the weather is favorable tomorrow, we will spend the entire day hiking the Grand Canyon.

[Revised] Weather permitting
 , we will spend the entire day tomorrow hiking the Grand Canyon.

另外，by结构也是常见的分词结构，by doing结构可以表达GRE中的复杂概念。下面通过例子让我们对此有所了解。


例1
 And, economics and finance students learn little about the dynamics of a laissez-faire system by debating with a socialist whose view is that a centralized power should control all economic activity.


例2
 At the personal level, by listening to their parents'rationale for their seemingly oppressive rules and policies teenagers can learn how certain behaviors naturally carry certain undesirable consequences.


例3
 By analyzing the hair, nails, blood and bones of mummified bodies, biochemists and forensic scientists can determine the life expectancy, general well-being, and common causes of death of the population.


例4
 By providing all children with fundamental skills and knowledge, a common core curriculum would help ensure that our children grow up to become reasonably informed, productive members of society.


例5
 By preserving languages we honor a people's heritage, enhance our understanding of history, and preserve certain ideas that only some languages properly convey.


例6
 Cars make it possible for people in isolated and depressed areas without public transportation to become more independent by pursing gainful employment outside their communities.


4. 强调性句型


在句子的表达中，多个信息在一起的时候，句子是需要有重心的，这样的句子有时候会更有力地表达主要信息以及主次信息之间的关系。要注意的是，强调性句型不仅是强调句型，强调句型“It is...that...”当然可以在作文中用到，比如：And paradoxically, it is the achievements of these notable non-conformists that are responsible for most cultural evolution and progress. 但是很多时候会过于主观和强制。在学术英语写作中，有许多其他表示强调的语言方式。


• 主句和从句


如果是简单的并列句子在一起，我们很难看到句子的重心和强调的问题，但是主句和从句的主次关系非常明确，主句是强调的重点，这样的句子读上去会更有效。下面通过具体的例子来了解这一点。


例1
 In contrast, there is a certain strength of character that comes with eschewing modern conveniences such as cars, and with the knowledge that one is contributing to a cleaner and quieter environment, a safer neighborhood, and arguably a more genteel society.


例2
 Indisputably, the many complex technological marvels that are part-and-parcel of our lives today are the result of the extraordinary cumulative efforts of our engineers, entrepreneurs, and others.


例3
 Without the benefit of a complete, unfiltered, and balanced account of current events, it is impossible to develop an informed and intelligent opinion about important social and political issues and, in turn, to contribute meaningfully to our democratic society, which relies on broad participation in an ongoing debate about such issues to steer a proper course.





• 重心的位置


句子的重心往往不在中间位置，要么在前面，要么在后面。下面通过具体例子来体会这一点。


例1
 There have been many great discoveries made by scientists in the 20th century.

[Revised] In the 20th century scientists have made many great discoveries.

[Revised] Many great discoveries have been made by scientists in the 20th century.


例2
 Geoffrey is modest and hardworking and is a good student.

[Revised] Being a good student, Geoffrey is modest and hardworking.

[Revised] Geoffrey is modest and hardworking, being a good student.

很多时候，句子重心都会后置，以此来产生稳定感。下面通过具体例子来体会这一点。


例3
 Supporting the speaker's claim is the fact that each culture has its own distinct ethos—consisting of its core values, principles, and spirit which defines and distinguishes the culture.


例4
 One compelling argument in favor of a global university has to do with the fact that its faculty and students would bring diverse cultural and educational perspectives to the problems they seek to solve.


例5
 The statement runs contrary to my personal observations of human behavior, to the scientific notions of genetic predisposition and evolution of species, and to the overwhelming lack of evidence that providing ample resources to people solves these problems.


• 新老观点位置


一般而言，为了更好地所强调新信息，往往老信息会前置，新信息会后置。因为对于读者而言，比较习惯在句子的后半部分阅读重点信息。下面举一个例子：

Average life expectancy has increased considerably in many parts of the world over the last one hundred years. Improvements in medicine and higher standards of living
 are the main reasons for this. Yet despite these changes, the maximum human lifespan of about 120 years has not increased. However, delaying the process of growing old
 may make it possible to extend this limit. Genetic engineering
 may be one way of slowing down the process. The lifespan of flies
 has already been doubled in experiment using genetic engineering. Taking additional vitamin E may also help to delay the process. Certain chemicals which can attack the body's cells
 are neutralized by vitamin E. To sum up, extending the maximum human lifespan
 may be possible using these two means.

上面这个段落读上去效率偏低，就是因为很多句子都重心(下划线部分)前置。把上面段落中的句子都做一个重心调整，让重心后置，句子会更好理解一些，如下所示：

Average life expectancy has increased considerably in many parts of the world over the last one hundred years. The main reasons for this are improvements in medicine and higher standards of living. Yet despite these changes, the maximum human lifespan of about 120 years has not increased. However, it may be possible to extend this limit by delaying the process of growing old. One way of slowing down the process may be by genetic engineering. This has already been used in experiments to double lifespan of flies. The process may also be delayed by taking additional vitamin E. This neutralizes certain chemicals which can attack the body's cells. To sum up, these two means may make it possible to extend the maximum human lifespan.


• 动词主动语态


相对而言，被动语态往往不如主动语态有力。很多时候句子表达冗长嗦，没有重心，都是因为被动语态的无力造成的。一般而言，采取的方法是把被动语态变成主动语态；把抽象名词变成主动动词；减少嗦的介词短语。看看海明威的一句话：In the dark the old man could feel the morning coming and as he rowed he heard the trembling sound as flying fish left the water and the hissing that their stiff set wings made as they soared away in the darkness. 句中极其具有动作感的主动动词让句子非常有力。





第一，被动语态转换为主动语态。



例1
 The 1990 law is seen by most businesses as fair, but the costs of complying have sometimes been exaggerated.

[Revised] Most businesses see the 1990 law as fair, but some opponents have exaggerated the costs of complying.


例2
 Rumors of a broader deal between DailmerChrysler and Nissan Motor Co. have been spread far and wide.

[Revised] Rumors of a broader deal between DailmerChrysler and Nissan Motor Co. have gained currency.


例3
 Honey was gathered by the bee as it flitted from flower to flower.

[Revised] The bee, flitting from flower to flower, gathered honey.


例4
 The great challenge of this Conference is to give voice to women everywhere whose experiences are not noticed and whose words are not heard by the rest of the world.

[Revised] The great challenge of this Conference is to give voice to women everywhere whose experiences go unnoticed and whose words go unheard.


例5
 This project has been benefited from many outstanding contributors who have worked with exceptional care and devotion.

[Revised] This project has the benefit of many outstanding contributors who have worked with exceptional care and devotion.


第二，抽象名词转换为主动动词。



例6
 The intention of the company was to expand its workforce. A proposal was also made to diversify the backgrounds and ability of employees.

[Revised] The company intends to expand its workforce. It also proposed to diversify the backgrounds and ability of employees.


例7
 At the sight of the disorderly crowd, he was aware that something bad would be possible.

[Revised] The moment he saw the disorderly crowd, he knew that something bad would happen.


例8
 After the company made a decision to hire more disabled workers, its next step was the construction of wheelchair ramps and other facilities.

[Revised] After the company decided to hire more disabled workers, it next constructed wheelchair ramps and other facilities.


第三，把力度较弱的Be动词变成有力的主动动词。



例9
 The company is now the leader among business in complying with the 1990 Americans with DisabilityAct. Its officers make speeches on the act to business groups.

[Revised] The company now leads other business in complying with the 1990 Americans withDisability Act. Its officers speak on the act to business groups.


例10
 There are ten dental students on Full-Bite Scholarships attending this university.

[Revised] Ten dental students on Full-Bite Scholarships attend this university.





例11
 It is true that the Country Fair still offers many fun contests, including the ever-popular map fold-off.

[Revised] The Country Fair still offers many fun contests, including the ever-popular map fold-off.

下面综合修改一个问题复杂的句子：

The decision of the manager to bring about an end to the practice of overtime assignments and to schedule the right number of workers in the first place was greeted with approval by a unanimous number of workers.

这个句子中，首先decision of the manager作为抽象名词可以转换为主动动词，如下：

Workers approved when the manager decided to bring about an end to the practice of overtime assignments and to schedule the right number of workers in the first place.

句中依然有end, practice这样的抽象名词，把他们变成主动动词，如下(拆成两个句子):

The manager decided to stop assigning overtime and to schedule the right number of workers in the first place. Workers unanimously approved the manager's decision.

如果想展现这两个句子的先后关系，改为：

After the manager decided to stop assigning overtime and to schedule the right number of workers in the first place, the workers unanimously approved the manager's decision.

如果想展现这两个句子的因果关系，改为：

Because the manager decided to stop assigning overtime and to schedule the right number of workers in the first place, the workers unanimously approved the manager's decision.

如果想更好地强调句子结构，并且避免重复decide和decision, 改为：

Workers unanimously approved the manager's decision to stop assigning overtime and to schedule the right number of workers in the first place.

当然，并不是永远不应该用被动语态，如果动作的承受方比动作的实施者更为重要，则采用被动语态更为有力，重点在于句子是强调行为的承受者还是强调动作的实施者。


例1
 All the buildings were destroyed during the bombing.


例2
 I resent being spoken to so rudely.


例3
 Any person who attempts to escape will be shot.


例4
 Apples are grown in Michigan, so are blueberries.


例5
 Much has been written and much has been said, but nothing has been done.


例6
 Scott Fitzgerald had written that his contemporaries grew up "to find all Gods dead, all wars fought, all faiths in man shaken."

练习

简化下面的句子，考虑抽象名词、被动语态如何转变成主动动词，从而简化句子。

1. The price of the toy on the shelf of the store was intended to be a reflection of the hard work of many workers and the high cost of materials.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________




[Revised] The toy on the shelf cost so much because a lot of people worked hard to make them and the materials were expensive.

2. Under the management of the new owners of the store, the store is designed to serve the basic needs of the majority of the people in the neighborhood.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The new owners will manage the store so that it serves most of the neighborhood people's needs.

3. The audience was impressed by the skill of the actors and the imagination of the director of the film at the theater around the corner from my house.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] The actor's skill and the director's imagination impressed the audience who attended the theater around the corner from my house.

4. The most important idea in the introduction of the essay is at the end of the paragraph that is found at the beginning of the paper.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] In the introduction to the essay, the most important idea is found at the end of the first paragraph.


5. 修辞疑问句


在英文中，经常会运用到修辞疑问句，也就是通过反问和设问的方式加强语气。下面通过一些例子来理解修辞疑问句在强调语气中的应用。


例1
 Was the reason for Picasso's diverse "periods" a quick series of radical changes in society's ideas and impulses, or perhaps a reflection of society's hidden impulse for constant change? Or did Picasso's varied styles merely reflect the complex psychological profile of one eccentric artist? Dali is known for his surrealistic images; but do these images reveal some kind of existential angst on a societal level, or just the odd aesthetic vision of one man? Pollock's penchant was for dripping paint on the floor in order to create abstract images that would have the sort of visceral impact he was after. In fact, Pollock turned to this technique only after he tried but failed as a conventional painter, using brush and easel. So are Pollock's striking abstract murals a reflection of some mid-20th Century societal impulse, or merely the result of one struggling artist stumbling onto something he was good at? In all three cases, it seems that the art reflected the artist but not the society.


例2
 Consider four of our most memorable and influential films: Citizen Kane, Schindler's List, The Wizard of Oz and Star Wars. Did Welles' fictional portrayal of publisher William Randolph Hearst or Spielberg's fictional portrayal of a Jewish sympathizer during the holocaust provide a more "meaningful picture of human experience" than a history textbook? Did these accounts help give "shape and focus" to reality more so than newsreels alone could? If so, will these works hold more "lasting significance" than bare factual accounts of the same persons and events? I think anyone who has seen these films would answer all three questions affirmatively.





例3
 But, is this approach the only way to succeed academically? Certainly not.


例4
 Yet would an increase in the number of single mothers on welfare indicate that our society is becoming more compassionate and effective in helping its victims, or would it indicate regress by showing that our private sector and education systems are failing? Moreover, when it comes to our legal system and to politics, progress has little to do with numbers, or even logic. For example, to what extent, if any, would more lenient gun ownership laws indicate progress, considering the competing interests of individual freedom and pubic safety? Do anti-abortion laws indicate a sociological advance or retreat? Or, when a political party gains greater control of a legislature by sweeping a particular election, is this progress or regress?


例5
 Could anyone honestly claim, for instance, that Elizabeth Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, who in the late 19th Century paved the way for the women's rights movement by way of their fervent advocacy, were at the same time highly critical or suspicious of the notion that women deserve equal rights under the law? Also, would it not be absurd to claim that Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, history's two leading advocates of civil disobedience as a means to social reform, had serious doubts about the ideals to which they were so demonstrably committed? Finally, consider the two ideologues and revolutionaries Lenin and Mussolini. Is it even plausible that their demonstrated commitment to their own Communist and Fascist policies, respectively, belied some deep personal suspicion about the merits of these policies? To my knowledge no private writing of any of these historical figures lends any support to the claim that these leaders were particularly critical of their own ideas or policies.


例6
 Could anyone honestly claim that seeing a picture or even an enhanced 3-D movie of the Swiss Alpsserves as a suitable substitute for riding a touting motorcycle along narrow roads traversing thosemountains? Surely not.


例7
 Without these laws, would we voluntarily refrain from the discriminatory behavior and other forms ofprejudice that the laws prevent? Perhaps not.

第五节　措词的原则

语言表达除了句子结构以外，用词也比较重要，同样也比较难以提高，要学会灵活用词，当然需要大量积累语言和优秀的词语表达，可按照本章第一节的翻译练习来提高这一能力。在本节中，我们将学习基本用词表达的原则和特点。


1. 形象化


用词如果能做到有动作感、画面感，并且有时候能够用到词汇的比喻用法，就会让文字更加生动。


例1
 A bolt of lighting appeared in the sky.

[Revised] A bolt of lighting flashed
 in the sky.


例2
 My teacher read my sentence quickly and corrected my awkward expression.

[Revised] My teacher scanned
 my sentence quickly and ironed out
 my awkward expression.


例3
 Mary walked into the store angrily and asked for a refund.

[Revised] Mary stormed
 into the store angrily and demanded
 for a refund.


例4
 He drove the car around the corner in a cautious way.




[Revised] He negotiated
 around the corner in a cautious way.


例5
 "Bravo", the audience uttered the words almost at the same time.

[Revised] "Bravo", the audience choired
 .


例6
 The fabulous academic performance by the new students made all other students in the class less important.

[Revised] The fabulous academic performance by the new students dwarfed
 all other students in the class less important.


例7
 My mom thought that the cost for the trip would be around $2000.

[Revised] My mom calculated
 that the cost for the trip would be around $2000.


例8
 Mary plays computer games every day.

[Revised] Mary is steeped into
 computer games every day.


例9
 The road winds its way into the forest.

[Revised] The road snakes
 down into the forest.

在GRE中，很多时候也可以用这样一些比喻的词汇，表达会更为生动。认真阅读下面的每一个GRE写作中的句子，注意标下划线的部分。


例1
 Research is also the chief means by which we humans attempt to satisfy our insatiable appetite
 for knowledge, and our craving
 to understand ourselves and the world around us.


例2
 For example, while some might argue that physics researchers who harnessed
 (最早指驾驭牲口，现在比喻控制) the power of the atom have provided us with an alternative source of energy and invaluable "peace-keepers," this argument flies in the face of
 the hundreds of thousands of innocent people murdered and maimed by atomic blasts, and by nuclear meltdowns.


例3
 The implicit rationale behind the speaker's statement seems to be that cultural enrichment pales
 in importance compared to food, clothing, and shelter.


例4
 The animal kingdom is an intricate matrix
 of interdependent relationships, in which each species depends on many others for its survival.


例5
 Practicality seems clearly to be the litmus test
 for education today. (石蕊试剂，比喻检测方法)


例6
 The world around us presents a seamless web
 of physical and anthropogenic forces, which interact in ways that can be understood only in the context of a variety of disciplines.


例7
 This fact was withheld from the public until later in the day, once the problem had been solved; and legitimately so, since immediate disclosure would have served no useful purpose and might even have resulted in mass hysteria.





例8
 The growing documentary role of video is not limited to seminal
 events like those described above.


例9
 And, the Internet breeds
 information overload and steals
 our time and attention away from family, community, and coworkers.


例10
 Researchers have learned that this system is startlingly
 sophisticated.


例11
 In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes
 considerably.


例12
 Besides, creative ability is itself partly a function of intellect; that is, creative expression is a marriage
 of one's cognitive abilities and the expression of one's feelings and emotions.


例13
 It is tempting to think that students can best understand and learn to apply these concepts by tapping
 feelings such as compassion, empathy, sympathy, and indignation.





例14
 The proliferation of shouting-match talk shows fueled by
 irrationality and emotion gone amuck is further evidence that our culture lends too much credence to our emotions and not enough to our minds.


例15
 In sum, emotions can serve as important catalysts
 for academic accomplishment in the arts.


例16
 In contrast, the more public art form of architecture has always mirrored
 society's ideas and impulses, and probably always will—because architecture is so much more public than the art of painting.


例17
 A third reason why instilling a sense of cooperation is to be preferred over instilling a sense of competition is that the latter serves to narrow a leader's focus on thwarting
 the efforts of competitors. With such tunnel
 vision it is difficult to develop other, more creative means of attaining organizational objectives.


例18
 Indeed the history of science is in large measure a history of challenges to so-called "scientific facts" —challenges which have paved the way for
 scientific progress.


例19
 Creative people seem to have a knack for creating their own unique vocational niche
 (原意是神龛，位置。现在指职业位置和地位) whether it be in the visual or the performing arts; many animal lovers create work which allows them to express that love.


例20
 In still other areas, such as business, the incubation period
 for greatness varies from case to case.


例21
 I agree with this assertion insofar as history offers few foolproof panaceas
 for living today. (万灵药，比喻解决一切事物的办法)


2. 具体化


在英语表达中，有抽象词和具体词，但是一般而言在中间段落的发展中，细节的、具体化的表达会更有趣味性。下面列出了几个例子，我们来分析抽象的词汇如何转变成更有意思的具体化的表达词汇。


例1
 She went home in a bad mood.

[Revised] She stomped home, hands jammed in her pockets, angrily kicking rocks, dogs, small children, and anything else that crossed her path.


例2
 His neighbor bought a really nice old desk.

[Revised] His neighbor bought a solid-oak rolltop desk made in 1885 that contains a secret drawer triggered by a hidden spring.


例3
 My roommate is truly horrible.

[Revised] My thoughtless roommate leaves dirty dishes under the bed, sweaty clothes in the closet, and toenail clippings in the sink.


例4
 It is often windy and dusty here in spring.

[Revised] In spring there is often a very strong northwest wind. It carries so much fine dust with it that sometimes the sun becomes obscure. There is no escape from the fine dust; it gets into your eyes, your ears, your nostrils, and your hair. It goes through the cracks of closed windows and covers your desks and chairs.

下面列出一些在英文写作中常见的具体化的表达。





A good man:
 kind, honest, just, generous, sympathetic, warm-hearted, selfless, brave, honorable


Good food:
 tasty, delicious, nourishing, rich, wholesome, fresh, appetizing, abundant


House:
 mansion, villa, chateau, cottage, bungalow, cabin, hut, shack, shanty, shed, barn


Laugh:
 smile, grin, beam, giggle, titter, snigger, chuckle, guffaw, chortle


Walk:
 run, stroll, wander, pace, swagger, creep, sneaker


Look:
 gaze, peep, regard, glance, catch sight of, glimpse, stare


Cry:
 sob, weep, wail, shed tears, moan, whimper


Angry:
 irritating, fiery, hurting, distressing, biting


Tree:
 lime, elm, willow, fir, maple, locust, mulberry, olive


Animal:
 tiger, lion, cat, dog, pig, horse


Flower:
 rose, narcissus, acacia, chrysanthemum, camellia, jasmine


Wind:
 breeze, gust, draft, cyclone, whirlwind


Rain:
 shower, dew, sprinkle, drizzle, raindrop, downpour


Say:
 advocate, claim, argue, doubt, acknowledge, convince


3. 准确性


用词还有一个最基本的要求，就是要求准确。所以平时学习和应用词汇的时候，必须考虑词汇除了中文含义以外的其他方面：包括词汇的搭配、感情色彩、程度等。很遗憾这些方面没有一个固定的规律，是必须长时间积累和训练的。训练方法首先在于考生在学习词汇的时候，需要了解词汇的基本信息，其次在于按本章第一节的内容勤加训练，长时间和高强度的翻译训练是可以提高词汇应用的准确性的。

第六节　语法检查清单

每次写完文章之后，一定要留一到两分钟的时间检查一下自己的语言基本问题，包括有没有简单的错误，有没有语言不清晰的地方。GRE评分标准中，我们都知道重心不在基本的语法、拼写和标点上，但是如果语言表达不清晰将影响得分。在本节，我们重点分析常见的让语言不明朗的重要问题，希望考生注意，并以这些思路来检查自己的文章。


1. 残缺句


完整的句子必须至少包含一个主语和一个谓语(不包含祈使句)，另外很重要的一点是，完整的句子不能是一个从句。残缺句的特征在于：缺乏谓语动词，缺乏主语或者是一个从句、不定式或非谓语。下面修改一些常见的残缺句。修改的方法是加主语，或者把从句或非谓语变成一个句子，有时候甚至可以改变标点符号。下面来看一些例句。


例1
 Uncountable numbers of sites on the World Wide Web.

[Revised] Uncountable numbers of sites make up the World Wide Web.


例2
 The network growing. It already larger than its developers anticipated.

[Revised] The network is growing. It is already larger than its developers anticipated.





例3
 When the government devised the Internet.

[Revised] When the government devised the Internet, no expansion computer network existed.


例4
 The reason that the government devised the Internet.

[Revised] The reason that the government devised the Internet was to provide secure links among departments and defense contractors.


例5
 The Web is easy to use. Loaded with links and graphics.

[Revised] The web, loaded with links and graphics, is easy to use.


例6
 The web connects sites from all over the Internet. Different database, different software, different machines.

[Revised] The web connects sites from all over the Internet: Different database, different software, different machines.


2. 逗号连接句和聚合句


在英文中，一个句子如果有两个谓语动词是不符合语法规则的，这种句子我们叫作逗号连接句，必须加一个连词，或者改变成两个句子，或者用分号或冒号展现其中的逻辑关系。还有些句子虽然没有逗号，但是也有两个谓语动词而且有连词，这种句子也是要按照这个方法修改的。下面来看一些例句。


例1
 Nancy is not a nurse, she is a doctor.

[Revised] Nancy is not a nurse; she is a doctor.


例2
 She did well in college, her average was 3.9.

[Revised] She did well in college: her average was 3.9.


例3
 She had intended to become a biologist, however, medicine seemed more exciting.

[Revised] She had intended to become a biologist; however, medicine seemed more exciting.


例4
 She is very committed to her work, she devotes almost all her time to patient care.

[Revised] She is very committed to her work, because she devotes almost all her time to patient care.


例5
 Chemistry has contributed much to our understanding of foods, many foods such as wheat and beans can be produced in the laboratory.

[Revised] Chemistry has contributed much to our understanding of foods. Many foods such as wheat and beans can be produced in the laboratory.


例6
 Some laborator-grown foods taste good, they are nutritious.

[Revised] Some laborator-grown foods taste good, and they are nutritious.


例7
 Our foreign policy is not well defined it confuses many countries.

[Revised] Our foreign policy is not well defined, and it confuses many countries.

[Revised] Because our foreign policy is not well defined, it confuses many countries.


3. 代词



• 指代明确的名词






例1
 Emily Dickinson is sometimes compared with Jane Austen, but she was quite different.

[Revised] Emily Dickinson is sometimes compared with Jane Austen, but Austen was quite different.

[Revised] Despite occasional comparison, Emily Dickinson and Jane Austen were quite different.

[Revised] Though sometimes compared with her, Emily Dickinson was quite different from Jane Austen.


例2
 Noble and Torre had both hoped for the job, so she was disappointed.

[Revised] Noble was disappointed because she and Torre had both hoped for the job.


例3
 To keep birds from eating seeds, soak them in blue food coloring.

[Revised] To keep birds from eating seeds, soak the seeds in blue food coloring.


• 避免指代过远



例1
 Employees should consult with their supervisor who require personal time.

[Revised] Employees who require personal time should consult with their supervisor.


例2
 Jody found a lamp in the attic that her aunt had used.

[Revised] In the attic Jody found a lamp that her aunt had used.


例3
 Jane Austen had little formal education but was well educated at home. Far from living an isolated life in the English countryside, the Austens were a large family with a wide circle of friends who provided entertainment and cultural enrichment. They also provided material for her stories.

[Revised] Jane Austen had little formal education but was well educated at home. Far from living an isolated life in the English countryside, the Austens were a large family with a wide circle of friends who provided entertainment and cultural enrichment. They also provided material for Jane Austen stories.


例4
 Saul found an old gun in the rotting shed that was just as his grandfather had left it.

[Revised] In the rotting shed Saul found an old gun that was just as his grandfather had left it.


• 明确指出先行词



例子
 Many children begin reading on their own by watching television, but this should be discounted in government policy.

[Revised] Many children begin reading on their own by watching television, but such self-instruction should be discounted in government policy.


• 代词要指代具体名词


在句子中，一定要保证this, that, which, it类的词汇能够让读者明白指代的具体名词是什么。比如下面的句子：

The faculty agreed on changing the requirements, but it took time.

我们无法判断it指代的是什么，如果是指代agreement, 句子应该改成：

The faculty agreed on changing the requirements, but the agreement took time.

如果指代的是change, 句子应该改成：

The faculty agreed on changing the requirements, but the change took time.




再看下面的例子：


例1
 The British knew little of of the American countryside, and they had no experience with the colonists'guerrilla tactics. This gave the colonists an advantage.

[Revised] The British knew little of the American countryside, and they had no experience with the colonists' guerrilla tactics. This ignorance and inexperience gave the colonists an advantage.


例2
 In Chapter 4 of this book, it describes the early flights of the Wright brothers.

[Revised] Chapter 4 of this book describes the early flights of the Wright brothers.


例3
 In the average television drama, they present a false picture of life.

[Revised] The average television drama presents a false picture of life.


例4
 It is true that the Constitution sets limits, but it is also flexible.

[Revised] The Constitution does set limits, but it is also flexible.

另外，在学术英语写作中，除非指代读者，否则很少用you, 一般用one或者anyone等。


例5
 In the fourteenth century you had to struggle simply to survive.

[Revised] In the fourteenth century one (a person) had to struggle simply to survive.


4. 语法一致


语法上使用一致性的语言，是语法的基本要求。在正式书面语中，一定要做到各方面的语法一致，有如下几个方面需要注意。


• 人称和数的一致



例1
 If a person works hard, you can accomplish a great deal.

[Revised] If you work hard, you can accomplish a great deal.


例2
 If a person works hard, he or she can accomplish a great deal.

[Revised] If people work hard, they can accomplish a great deal.


例3
 If a student does not understand a problem, they should consult the instructor.

[Revised] If a student does not understand a problem, he or she should consult the instructor.

[Revised] If students do not understand a problem, they should consult the instructor.

[Revised] A student who does not understand a problem should consult the instructor.


例4
 All the boys have a good reputation.

[Revised] All the boys have good reputations.


例5
 A plumber will fix burst pipes, but they won't repair waterlogged appliance.

[Revised] Plumbers will fix burst pipes, but they won't repair waterlogged appliance.


• 时态和语气



例1
 Immediately after Booth shot Lincoln, Major Rathbone threw himself upon the assassin. But Booth pulls a knife and plunges it into the major's arm.

[Revised] Immediately after Booth shot Lincoln, Major Rathbone threw himself upon the assassin. But Booth pulled a knife and plunged it into the major's arm.


例2
 The main character in the novel suffers psychologically because he has a clubfoot, but he eventually triumphed over his disability.




[Revised] The main character in the novel suffers psychologically because he has a clubfoot, but he eventually triumphs over his disability.


例3
 Cook the mixture slowly, and you should stir it until the sugar is dissolved.

[Revised] Cook the mixture slowly, and stir it until the sugar is dissolved.


例4
 Lynn ran to first, rounded the base, and keeps running until she slides into second.

[Revised] Lynn ran to first, rounded the base, and kept running until she slided into second.


• 句子间主语和语态一致



例1
 Internet newsgroups cover an enormous range of topics for discussion. Forums for meeting people who like interests are provided in these groups.

[Revised] Internet newspapers cover an enormous range of topics for discussion and provide forums for meeting people who like interests.


例2
 At the reunion they ate hot dogs and volleyball was played.

[Revised] At the reunion they ate hot dogs and played volleyball.


• 比较一致



例1
 The weather in Beijing is better than Shanghai.

[Revised] The weather in Beijing is better than that in Shanghai.


例2
 The author's opinion is contrary to many other people.

[Revised] The author's opinion is contrary to the point of many other people.


练习





把下面一段话中所有不一致的地方进行修改。




A bank commonly owes more to its customers than is held in reserve. They kept enough assets to meet reasonable withdrawals, but panicked customers may demand all their deposits. Then demands will exceed supplies, and blanks failed. These days, a person's losses are not likel to be great because the government insures your deposits.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

[Revised] A bank commonly owes more to its customers than it holds in reserve. It keeps enough assets to meet reasonable withdrawals, but panicked customers may demand all their deposits. Then demands will exceed supplies, and the bank will fail. These days, the losses of customers are not likely to be great because the government insures their deposits.


5. 修饰语错位



• 修饰语靠近修饰对象



例1
 He served steak to the men on paper plates.




[Revised] He served the men steak on paper plates.


例2
 Many dogs are killed by automobiles and trucks roaming unleashed.

[Revised] Many dogs roaming unleashed are killed by automobiles and trucks.


例3
 This is the only chocolate chip cookie in a bag that tastes like Mom's.

[Revised] This is the only bagged (packaged) chocolate chip cookie that tastes like Mom's.


例4
 I came to enjoy flying over time.

[Revised] Over time I came to enjoy flying.


• 限制性修饰语的位置



例
 He only discovered the manuscript on his last dig.

[Revised] He discovered only the manuscript on his last dig.

[Revised] He discovered the manuscript only on his last dig.


• 每一个修饰语只指向一个语法成分



例1
 Snipers who fired on the soldiers often escaped capture.

[Revised] Snipers who often fired on the soldiers escaped capture.

[Revised] Snipers who fired on the soldiers escaped capture often.


例2
 The work that he hoped would satisfy him completely frustrated him.

[Revised] The work that he hoped would completely satisfy him frustrated him.

[Revised] The work that he hoped would satisfy him frustrated him completely.


• 主谓宾尽量在一起



例1
 Kuwait, after the Gulf War ended in 1991, began returning to normal.

[Revised] After the Gulf War ended in 1991, Kuwait began returning to normal.


例2
 The war had damaged badly many of Kuwait's oil fields.

[Revised] The war had badly damaged many of Kuwait's oil fields.


• 不定式或者动词短语在一起



例1
 The weather service expected temperatures to not rise.

[Revised] The weather service expected temperatures not to rise.


例2
 The spacecraft Ulysses will after traveling near the sun report on the sun's energy field.

[Revised] After traveling near the sun, the spacecraft Ulysses will report on the sun's energy field.


例3
 Most children have by the time they are seven lost a tooth.

[Revised] By the time they are seven, most children have lost a tooth.


• 副词位置要准确



例1
 Robots have put sometimes humans out of work.

[Revised] Robots have sometimes put humans out of work.

[Revised] Sometimes, robots have put humans out of work.


例2
 Robots often are helpful to workers.




[Revised] Robots are often helpful to workers.


例3
 Robots smoothly work on assembly lines.

[Revised] Robots work smoothly on assembly lines.


6. 悬垂修饰语


悬垂修饰语就是分句和主句的主语不一致的情况下，把从句的主语省略了，这是中国考生写作常犯的错误。比如下面的句子：

Passing the building, the vandalism became visible.

句子的语法结构告诉我们：the building的主语就是vandalism, 但是按照这个句子整体的逻辑显然不是，所以应该修改成：

As we passed the building, the vandalism became visible.

而这个句子虽然主句和从句不是同一个主语，但表达上没有任何不清晰之处。


例1
 To understand the causes, vandalism has been extensively investigated.

[Revised] To understand the causes, researchers have extensively investigated vandalism.


例2
 After studying the problem, vandals are now thought to share certain characteristics.

[Revised] To understand the causes, researchers think that vandals share certain characteristics.


例3
 When destructive, researchers have learned that vandals are more likely to be in groups.

[Revised] When vandals are destructive, researchers have learned that they are more likely to be in groups.


7. 混杂句


语法混杂句是写作者在开始写句子的时候，准备采取一种结构，但是写到句子的后面，却又采取了另外一种句子结构，从而造成了句子混杂，最终造成了理解困惑。比如下面的句子：

By paying more attention to impressions than facts leads us to misjudge others.

在一开始准备用By doing的结构，作为一个分句；但是到后来把By paying more attention to impressions than facts当作一个主句，写成了主语从句了。所以可以从头到尾都用by doing的分句结构，比如：

By paying more attention to impressions than facts, we misjudge others.

也可以从头到尾都用主语从句，比如：

Paying more attention to impressions than facts leads us to misjudge others.

下面还有几个混杂句：


例1
 Although he was seen with a convicted thief does not make him a thief.

[Revised] That he was seen with a convicted thief does not make him a thief.

[Revised] Although he was seen with a convicted thief, he is not necessarily a thief.


例2
 The fact that someone may be considered guilty just for associating with someone guilty.

[Revised] The fact is that someone may be considered guilty just for associating with someone guilty.




[Revised] Someone may be considered guilty just for associating with someone guilty.


8. 其他语法错误


以上都是有关句子结构表达不清晰、不明确的问题。除此之外，还有一些基本的语法问题，由于都学过，GRE考生不存在没有意识的问题，往往是没有注意到，所以一般而言读一遍都能发现。包括：主谓一致、名词单复数、动词的时态、冠词使用、单词拼写等。
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本部分内容

Analyze an Issue的分析策略 ◎

Issue中间段落发展与首尾段写作 ◎

Analyze an Issue综合操练与范文 ◎

十篇优秀范文精通Issue ◎












第九章　Analyze an Issue的分析策略

第一节　Analyze an Issue任务的时间安排

Analyze an issue任务切忌随性写作，而是有系统性的写作。很多中国考生写作都是随着意识和想法写作，但是GRE考试本质是学术英语写作，其核心是控制性的写作。鉴于此，本书在本节系统讨论Analyze an issue任务的写作方法论，重点探讨思路与分析技巧。在写作程序上，分为八个步骤展开：

1. Thinking Pattern.
 第一步永远是思考而不是写作，在下一节中重点讨论如何思考，如何切入题目，并做展开的分析。因为GRE分析性写作重点是考查学生的思考能力，而没有思考的写作是不满足ETS的要求的。

2. Outline.
 在写作之前，一定要根据思考过程写一个详细的提纲。往往按照第一步的思考模式所产生的思考方法和思考要点是零散的，是发散的，所以要用一种逻辑方式重新安排。按照第七章第三节写提纲的方式列出提纲，包括主体段落的主题句和发展的点，不需要写出完整的句子，但是需要用几个重点词汇作出归纳。

3. Thesis Statement.
 全文主题句。根据提纲的内容，通过几个句子归纳全文，并且暗示文章的结构。也就是thesis statement包含整个文章的主要观点，同时也要包含essay map, 也就是暗示和指引文章结构的表达方式。

4. General Statement.
 General statement作为导入性陈述，往往放置在thesis statement之前，其目的是导入全文主题句，使得文章开头段落不突兀。但是可以先思考，再写general statement, 这样做的原因是：让导入更有方向性。如果在还没有thesis statement之前就准备导入，写作者往往不知道往哪个方向导入。一旦有了导入的终点(也就是thesis statement)，会更有效地写general statement。

5. Topic Sentence.
 按照学术英语写作的主题句写作要求，写出每一个主体段落的主题句。每一个主体段落都会有一个主题句，往往放在段落的第一句，既包括了整个段落的主题(topic)，也暗示了整个段落的结构走向(controlling idea)。

6. Development.
 发展主题句。发展的方法在第六章“如何写作一个段落”中讨论了常见的段落切分展开(logical division)方式。在第十章，本书还会就GRE分析性写作的analyze an issue的题目进一步解释和举例说明如何发展一个段落。

7. Conclusion.
 结尾段本质就是归纳全文，在表达的内容上，往往是thesis statement的同义改写，并且有结束全文的标志。

8. Proofread.
 按照前面讨论的检查清单修改文章，保证文章不犯基本的语言问题，整个文章流畅通顺。
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第二节　Analyze an Issue任务中的常见分析策略

拿到一个题目，我们就要开始展开我们的发散性思维。但是很多考生会觉得发散没有方向，所以在本节中，本书重点介绍在GRE的analyze an issue任务中，如何有效分析一个复杂的问题。但是在本节的阅读中一定要复习本书第三章第三节介绍的思考方法，ETS给我们提供了意识到一个issue复杂性的常见方法，简单陈列如下：

• What precisely is the central issue?

• What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?

• Do I agree with all or with any part of the claim? Why or why not? (这个问题其实是启发我们把一个issue问题做切分处理，也就是不要把一个issue的长句子笼统分析，而要切分开来讨论。)

• Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they reasonable? (前提在逻辑上指的是一个逻辑推理所需要的观点，只有在这个观点的基础上才能往下推理，但是这个观点往往有时候是没有被证明的。所以为了深入的思考这个问题，我们有必要先去探讨一下这个前提是否有道理，并且用理由或者例子去证明你的观点。)

• Is the claim valid only under certain conditions? If so, what are they? (在不同的具体条件下审视这个命题，分类讨论。)

• Do I need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim? (很多题目都是一个抽象的问题，我们有时候需要把题干中的某些抽象词进行界定或者细化，这样才能对题目进行更为深入的分析。)

• If I take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support my position?

• What examples—either real or hypothetical—could I use to illustrate those reasons and advance my point of view? Which examples are most compelling?

Once you have decided on a position to defend, consider the perspective of others who might not agree with your position. Ask yourself:

• What reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my position? (考虑到别人如何反驳自己的观点。)

• How should I acknowledge or defend against those views in my essay?

按照ETS的这些提示和思路，我们总结了在GRE的analyze an issue中最常见的思考方法，简单说就是分类讨论、正负分析、可调和分析、前提分析、充分必要分析和切分法。下面重点通过解释和例子来分析这几种常见的方法。





1. 分类讨论思想(case-by-case)和举例


对于一个抽象问题，直接切入会导致没有考虑细节和泛泛而谈，所以应该采取分类讨论的方法，也就是case-by-case的方法。在新的GRE考试中，analyze an issue任务加入了具体性指令，其中就有明确要求进行分类讨论的，比如需要写同意或不同意的ways和specific circumstances, 请认真阅读下面的具体性指令。

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

当然，即便具体性指令里面没有提到必然要用到以上两个明确要求分析具体情况，考生也可以采用这种方法。因为这是学术英语写作和GRE分析性写作中重要的分析技巧。当然，分类的前提就是要有标准，下面我们看看在GRE的analyze an issue任务中，可以用到哪些分类的标准。基本有如下五种：按照时间分类，按照领域分类，按照国家发展程度分类，按照人类的需求高低分类，按照范围分类。但是必须要明确的是，一个issue问题其实可以采取下面所有的方法进行分类讨论，虽然下面每一个标准的举例都是按照该标准分类讨论的，但是这个问题同样可以用其他的标准进行分类。比如探讨“我们今天的社会需要实用主义么”，可以按不同的领域，比如教育、政治和艺术分类；也可以按短期、长期分类讨论；还可以按照发达国家和欠发达国家分别是否需要实用来讨论；也可以从个人、社会和全球角度来考虑。另外，还可以在一个分类的层面里面，按照某一个标准进一步进行分类讨论，从而更深入的思考。所以没有标准答案，只要分析清楚，任何逻辑都是可以接受的。

• 按照时间分类：时间分类可以从许多方面展开。比如把教育分为小学教育、中学教育、大学教育；比如把人的成长时期分为婴儿时期、青春期、成年时期、老年时期；比如把社会分为古代社会和现代社会，或者分为古代社会、中世纪、文艺复兴、工业革命时代和当代社会、未来社会；比如出于某个问题从短期和长期考虑。

每道题目之前的数字底纹框，比如，标示了这道题目在Issue作文题库中的序号。


例1 (64)The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only tools of human minds.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在这道题的分析中，我们先分析“The human mind will always be superior to machines”这句话是否有效，我们可以按照时间来进行分类讨论，以此讨论是否“always”。

在古代机器并不十分发达，人脑是不是比机器高级；当今社会人脑是不是比机器高级(看什么方面，比如计算能力、图形处理能力、独立思考的能力、情感感受的能力、创造性和批判性思考能力); 未来，有没有可能机器可以独立思考，并且在这方面超过人类。


[提纲]
 段落提纲(不是文章的提纲，仅仅是一个段落)

1. analyze: The human mind will always be superior to machines.




1.1. ancient society: Human mind is superior.

think, analyze > basic tools

1.2. contemporary society:

1.2.1. complex calculation, graphic. Human mind is inferior.

1.2.2. independent thinking, emotion, critical thinking. Human mind is superior.

1.3. society in the future: Machines may think.


例2 (90)Educators should take students' interests into account when planning the content of the courses they teach.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

这道题目比较抽象，因为教育者是否要考虑学生的兴趣，要看是什么样的学生，我们可以按照学生所处的年龄阶段进行分类讨论。

对学生的年龄分类：小学生不了解什么课程是其感兴趣的，学校应该多干预选择的课程。中学生或者本科生开始有独立的思考能力，可以给其一定的选择权利，但是也必须给出一定范围的必修课，保证基础和重要课程没有漏掉。对于研究生，这个时候完全可以依靠兴趣选择自己的研究方向和领域。


[提纲]
 文章提纲，宏观分为段落，在段落里面可以进一步分类讨论。

1. elementary and high school students

1.1 pros:

1.1.1 Interest is the best teacher.

1.1.2 interest → more likely to succeed → confidence (+humanity)

1.2 cons:

1.2.1 They have no idea what they like.

1.2.2 Some basic ability is necessary.

2. college students

2.1 pros: University allows diversity.

2.2 cons:

2.2.1 They may choose courses easy to pass.

2.2.2 Some areas are unknown to them.

2.2.3 other consideration: career, etc.

3. graduate students

Consider only interest.


例3 (24)The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




对批评和表扬的对象进行分类讨论，从小的年龄群体到大的年龄群体。

(1) 小孩和家长。培养其自信；积极的心态得以形成。但是过多表扬会成为溺爱，甚至让孩子没法客观认识自己。

(2) 老师和学生。会起到建立自信的作用；鼓励其他同学向其学习从而形成良好的学习环境；但是对于年级高的学生过多表扬会给别人家长式做法的感觉；不公平的表扬也是有害的，如果一个学生获得过多表扬，会被其他同学贴上老师宠物的标签，从而导致和其他同学的疏离。

(3) 雇主和员工。刺激生产力；形成良好的企业氛围。但是过多的表扬会给人一种屈尊俯就的感觉；工作上领导过多的表扬会给人偏袒的感觉。


[提纲]
 文章提纲。

1. parents and children

1.1 pros: confidence

1.2 cons: too much → spoil → lost themselves (humanity)

2. teachers and students

2.1 pros:

2.1.1 confidence → motivation → better academic performance

2.1.2 praise → learn from the students → good learning environment

2.2 cons:

2.2.1 paternalistic

2.2.2 evenhandedly → otherwise: teacher's pet

3. employers and employees

3.1 pros:

3.1.1 praise → increase the effectiveness

3.1.2 better working environment

3.2 cons:

3.2.1 patronizing

3.2.2 undue favoritism, discrimination

练习

按照上面的方法，找到分类的角度，并且写出提纲。


1.
 (93)Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more important than the reality or truth behind that image.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 按照时间的长期和短期分类讨论。

(1) 短期形象非常重要，比如商业、政治等领域。




短期还可以按照领域进行分类讨论：

1.1科学和学术领域。过去和现在都不会关注形象，因为宣传再光鲜，研究最终都需要数据和实验以及推理分析。

1.2商业领域。过去，大家更关注的是产品本身，但是当今商业化时期导致竞争激烈，所以人们买产品更注重产品形象了，包括：车、图书、电子产品(诸如MP3、手机和iPad、电脑等)、音乐和电影产业。甚至今天的任何商业都在关注产品包装、广告宣传、形象宣传(甚至包括树立良好的社会形象，对社会作出贡献)等。但是从长远来看，形象都会让位于事实。

1.3艺术领域。一个艺术作品的形象和展现该艺术作品的方式越来越重要了，包括绘画及其装裱等。

1.4政治领域。在以前的竞选中形象不重要，比如古希腊选择领导的方式和今天肯定不同。今天在电视和各种媒体的宣传下，领导的外貌，包括给人的亲民、公平等形象都变得越来越重要。但长远来看，政绩依然很重要。

(2) 长远看来，形象会让位于事实。比如书本的质量，音乐和电影产业的质量，吸烟有害健康的事实，政治家的政绩，艺术作品本身的艺术价值和天赋往往更为重要。


[提纲]




________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. (83)Teacher' salaries should be based on the academic performance of their students.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 按照不同年龄阶段的老师进行分类讨论。

(1) 小学老师。孩子的成绩不是最重要的因素，更应该关注孩子的心理、身体、思维能力、兴趣等其他方面的培养。

(2) 中学老师。成绩是重要的标准，但是不能过于强调，否则会给学生很大的心理压力，从而会降低学生的学习效率。

(3) 大学老师。更重要的目标是研究，所以成绩可以参考，但只是一个因素而已。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

• 按照领域分类：从宏观上把领域分为自然科学、社会科学、艺术、学术、政治、经济、工程教育等。当然在写作中，没必要把所有的领域合在一起，不同的领域之间也没有必要一定要并列。有时候甚至可以分成很具体的领域，比如把科学分为解决现实问题的科学研究、有争议的科学研究、理论研究等。


例1 (23)Governments should place few, if any, restrictions on scientific research and development.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.




分类讨论：看是什么样的科学研究，不同国家或政府对这些研究分别应如何分析其利弊并作出决定。如果限制，在何种程度、用何种方式限制。

(1) 纯粹的理论科学，比如数学、生命科学、量子等科学。这些没有实际社会效益的学科利弊分别何在。

(2) 工业技术和工程学科，能源问题，癌症研究等医学研究，实用学科的利弊分析。

(3) 有争议，并且有可能产生巨大破坏的学科：核技术研究、克隆等生物工程、宇航科学研究、核技术、化学工业等。


[提纲]
 文章提纲。

1. theoretical research, should not restrict

sub by sub: biological science; mathematics; quantum physics; etc.

2. practical research, not restrict, even support

2.1 engineering architecture; energy research; environment research

2.2 medical research

3. research whose result is controversial

sub by sub: nuclear; clone; space race; nuclear research; chemical engnieering


例2 (42)Students should always question what they are taught instead of accepting it passively.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

对学习的领域进行分类讨论。

(1) 物理领域。无数质疑取得成功的案例：哥白尼质疑日心说最后为牛顿的力学定理奠定了基础；爱因斯坦质疑经典力学的应用范围从而奠基了量子力学的基础。

(2) 社会科学和政治科学。质疑才有发展，否则暴政和独裁肆无忌惮。

(3) 法律。质疑法律的有效性、合理性才能保证法律不断的公平公正。

(4) 艺术领域。不断挑战新的风格才能有更大的发展。Bee-bop音乐的代表人物Charlie Parker挑战传统交响旋律规则; Balanchine用即兴表演挑战传统的舞蹈编排规则；德国的Bauhaus开辟了现代艺术的先河；印象派的Monet和后印象派的Van Gogh和传统画风迥异；后现代的艺术都是典型的反传统、反中心和反规范。


[提纲]
 文章提纲。

1. physical area

passive acceptance → scrutiny and think critically → no innovation, discovery

sub by sub: Copernicus; Newton; Einstein

2. social science

2.1 sociology and political science: no question → tyranny and oppression

2.2 law: challenge → fairness

3. art, new styles

classification: Charlie Parker; Balanchine; Bauhaus; Monet




练习

按照领域分类的方法思考下面的题目，并且写出提纲。


1. (82)Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester studying in a foreign country.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 对所学的内容进行分类讨论。

(1) 自然科学。出国可以学习其他国家该领域的最新发展和研究方式。

(2) 艺术学科。出国可以在新的环境中吸取灵感，了解新环境下人的生存状况和心理世界对于创造性写作、美术和音乐的学习都有好处。不同地方的民俗艺术或许能为自己的创作提供启发。

(3) 政治科学。国家和国家非常不同，有助于学习不同的法律政治系统。

(4) 人文科学。人文科学非常依赖国家的个体特性，所以出国可以了解别的国家的社会人文状况。

(5) 还有一些本国的特色研究，别的国家没有，出去可以做交流，让更多人了解自己研究的领域。同时别的国家的研究方法论也可以运用于研究自己的领域。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. (58)Learning is primarily a matter of personal discipline; students cannot be motivated by school or college alone.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 根据学习的内容分类。

(1) 文学、哲学、数学这些可能靠个人训练可以提高，尽管有时候老师的指点和同学的讨论能够提高学习效率。

(2) 艺术类课程一定不只是个人相关的事情，绘画、乐器、声乐、电影制作都需要老师的指导甚至团队合作。

(3) 自然科学需要学校提供的设备进行实验分析。

(4) 社会科学研究需要对社会作调查分析和统计。

(5) 商业学习需要团队解决一个案子，和企业进行合作。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





3. In order for any work of art—for example, a film, a novel, a poem, or a song—to have merit, it must be understandable to most people.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 对艺术类型分类讨论。

(1) 音乐。大众不一定理解音乐的创作原理，但是能够受到旋律的感染，情感上受到熏陶，这才是音乐真 正的价值，所以虽然大众不能理解表达的具体含义，但是依然有意义。

(2) 绘画与雕塑。大众不一定能够理解每一个美术作品的代表含义，但是可以唤醒我们的情感，给我们美的享受，也有价值。很多时候我们很能理解的东西，其价值不一定比得上我们不理解但是更能带来美学感受的作品(比如Pollock和Picasso的作品)。

(3) 文学。有时候有些表达法或者词汇让大众不理解，但是其价值在于给读者带来了一种美学感受。

(4) 电影。有些电影大众不理解，但是潜意识会有某种感觉；而且对于电影发展的历史和电影制作人员也许有更大的价值与意义。

(5) 流行艺术。流行歌曲等，需要大众理解才能彰显其价值。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. （19）Governments should focus on solving the immediate problems of today rather than on trying to solve the anticipated problems of the future.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 对今天的问题进行分类讨论。今天不解决意味着未来解决会有更大的难度。

(1) 紧迫的生存问题必须要及时解决。比如饥饿、失业、医疗，政府必须去解决。现在不解决，意味着社会不稳定因素增加，以后解决难度更大。

(2) 环境问题。空气质量变差、水质污染、食品污染。政府必须从政治、法律和经济手段上去解决这些问题，因为这些问题关乎民众的基本生存质量和身体健康。环境问题一定是早治理成本低，而且生态系统具有难以逆转的特征。

(3) 社会安全问题。对于社会治安、恐怖暴力，政府必须有足够的力量来解决这些问题。一旦政府不去积极解决，后面带来的问题不仅仅是社会不安全，甚至是民众对政府的不信任。

(4) 教育问题。教育问题是未来的问题同时也是眼前的问题，教育决定全民素质和国家的综合实力。教育落后，意味着民众批判性思考落后，并且妨碍国家民众身心健康的发展，甚至导致他们不能理解政府行为，国家科学技术落后，太过于依赖其他国家等。






[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




• 按国家发展程度分类：题干中如果出现了国家或政府，我们往往可以对其进行分类，比如分为发达国家和欠发达国家；当然也可以分为科学技术高度发展的国家和民众基本生存问题都没有解决的国家。当然一般而言，对国家分类不能作为全文的结构，往往还有其他更多的方面需要考虑，所以这往往告诉我们如何写作一个段落，即判断是什么样的政府。


例1 (117)It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are generated and preserved.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

对城市进行分类讨论：

(1) 在发达国家，社会多元化保存很好，各方面维护得也很好。文化传统应该会出现多元化，而不应该仅仅集中出现在大城市。

(2) 在有些发展中国家，由于政府的资助，大城市的文化更好地保存下来了。

(3) 还有些国家，社会发展受到了影响，所以可能在大城市和小城市都有文化传统，只是形式和内容不一样。


[提纲]
 段落提纲。基于国家和文化传统的种类分类，这里只做关于国家类型的分类讨论。

1. Opinions may vary from nation to nation.

1.1 developed nations

1.2 developing nations

1.3 nations where government and economic situation have little influence on the cultural heritage


例2 (10)Nations should pass laws to preserve any remaining wilderness areas in their natural state, even if these areas could be developed for economic gain.


Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

在这道题目中，我们对国家进行分类讨论。(当然仅仅对国家分类还不够。)

(1) 发达国家。经济已经发展得非常好，有必要保护诸如森林、沼泽和湖泊等自然资源并维持其原貌。这样会促使自然环境更好，不仅对本国有益，对全球气候等问题的减缓也是有帮助的。

(2) 欠发达或者发展中国家。可以进行适当保护，但是如果投入过多成本保护自然资源，导致的结果是更多更紧迫的社会问题没有得到及时解决，比如就业、生存、经济发展等。要让欠发达国家过多承担保护环境的结果，也许会给该国带来更大的负担，从而不利于该国的发展，这也是不太好的行为。


[提纲]
 段落提纲。基于国家的种类分类，这里只做关于国家类型的分类讨论。

1. consider the nations

1.1 developed nations

pros:

1.1.1 preserve the ecological diversity and system




1.1.2 alleviate the environmental problems

1.2 underdeveloped nations

cons:

1.2.1 high cost for the nation

1.2.2 leave more pressing problems: unemployment, food, shelter etc.


练习



按照根据国家发展水平分类的方法思考下面的题目，并且写出提纲。



1. (31)Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those species is the result of human activities.


Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.


[提示]
 分类讨论：

(1) 发达国家。经济已经发展得非常好，有必要保护濒临灭绝的物种。这有利于生物物种的多样性，也能带来相应的经济和科研价值。

(2) 欠发达或者发展中国家。可以适当进行保护，但是如果投入过多成本去保护濒临灭绝的物种，导致的结果是更多更紧迫的社会问题没有得到解决，比如就业、生存、经济发展等。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. (19)Governments should focus on solving the immediate problems of today rather than on trying to solve the anticipated problems of the future.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 对政府分类讨论。

(1) 对于发达国家的政府，基本上国家民众生活基本问题都能解决，所以可以投入一定的资金去解决长远的问题。但是有些国家甚至连民众的基本生存问题都无法解决，应该先拿更多资源解决教育、医疗、就业、公共事业等更紧迫的问题。

(2) 看是地方政府还是国家政府。地方政府可以更多地考虑一到五年范围内的近期问题，如城市规划、交通等问题。但是国家政府应该有更多的科学研究并进行更多的资源开发，同时国家政府也有责任和义务站在一个更高的高度来解决国家的问题。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





3.  （12）Governments should offer a free university education to any student who has been admitted to a university but who cannot afford the tuition.


Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.


[提示]
 分类讨论：对国家进行分类讨论。

(1) 发达国家完全有能力负担学生的学费，那么资助学生入学能够让全民接受良好的大学教育，提高民众的受教育程度和综合素质是任何民主国家都应该做的。

(2) 对于那些发展中或者欠发达的国家，应该进一步分析。

2.1不需要全部资助，可以资助部分学生。比如对学习成绩好的学生进行资助，因为他们未来可能对社会作出更大的贡献，另外也可以鼓励学生好好学习。

2.2还可以资助一部分来减轻国家和学生的负担。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. （28） Governments should place few, if any, restrictions on scientific research and development.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 对政府分类。富裕的国家和基本生存问题还没有解决的国家。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

• 按照人类的需求分类：
 我们知道，人类有不同的需求，我们可以针对不同的需求进行分类讨论。比如从基本生存的角度来看，从社会属性的角度来看，从人性的角度来看。往往分析到人性的角度，也就是关乎内心、人类发展等方面，会更加深刻。


例1 (28)The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

这篇文章中有一个层次可以讨论，即什么是伟大的国家，因此对伟大的国家进行分类讨论。不同的人对伟大的国家有不同的理解，从基本生存角度、社会属性和人性的角度判断。

(1) 从基本生存角度来看，幸福指的是国民的健康和安全。

(2) 从社会角度来看，幸福指的是国家的军事安全、公平正义、经济繁荣发展、科学和艺术的发展达到空前高度。

(3) 从人性角度来看，幸福指的是个人独立言论自由、文化丰富、个人有全面而自由的发展。





[提纲]
 段落提纲。伟大社会的各个层面都依靠精英、统治者、科学与艺术家。

1. Rulers, scientists and artists determine the greatness of a nation.

1.1 personal safety and health: medical care system, national security

1.2 social development: justice, legislation, scientific research, art

1.3 humanity: individual freedom and dependence, personal education and development


例2 (80)Nations should suspend government funding for the arts when significant numbers of their citizens are hungry or unemployed.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

有一个反对的分析理由是政府支持艺术可以帮助解决社会问题。从基本生存、社会、人性三个层面分类证明这一点。

(1) 政府支持艺术，使艺术产业发达，而艺术产业及相关产业需要大量的人力，所以通过支持艺术可以缓解就业问题。

(2) 艺术产业的发达会为政府带来该产业的大量税收，政府可以用这个税收解决很多社会问题，比如教育、环境、就业、医疗和公共卫生等。

(3) 艺术的最终目的是提高人性和精神世界，所以人们的内心世界更加充满爱，更愿意帮助他人，从而使许多社会问题和家庭问题得以解决。


[提纲]
 段落提纲(仅仅只是一个段落，不是全文提纲。)

1. Supporting the art helps solve the social problems.

1.1 supporting the arts → art industry thrive → working force needed → unemployment rate decreased

1.2 supporting the arts → art industries become profitable → more revenue → using the tax money to solve: education, environment, medical care and public administrations

1.3 supporting the arts → lift spirit and humanity → people become more charitable → ready to help those who are in need

练习

按照根据人类需求分类的方法思考下面的题目，并且写出提纲。


1.  （94）The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the well-being of that country's citizens.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


[提示]
 从国家领导有效力的体现方面进行分类讨论(由人的低级需求走向高级需求)。

(1) 公共健康和安全。人们有基本的生存能力，不用考虑吃穿住行的问题，并且能在国家范围内不用考虑生命、财产安全问题，可以认为是国家领导的有效力。

(2) 国家军事安全。国家没有政治动荡和其他国家的威胁，同时也没有核泄漏和自然灾害的威胁，当然也是衡量国家领导是否有效力的标准。




(3) 个人独立言论自由，文化丰富，生活舒适且有全面而自由的发展等就是幸福，这是从精神层面上来衡量幸福，只有在政治环境宽松，科学教育与艺术有极度发展空间的地方才可以出现，这些也是衡量国家领导是否有效力的标准。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2.  （130）Some people believe that corporations have a responsibility to promote the well-being of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that the only responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to make as much money as possible.


Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.


[提示]
 根据需求金字塔分类讨论。

(1) 从基本生存角度，分为企业的生存和民众的生存。

(2) 从社会角度，不同方面的发展各自需要的是企业的利润还是对社会的贡献。

(3) 从人性和精神角度来分析，到底企业应该如何选择。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

• 按照范围分类：按照该问题所处的不同范围来分类讨论，从个人角度、社会角度、国家角度、全球角度来分别探讨问题的有效性。


例1  （123）The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government, industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

可以用一个段落分析这道题目，竞争与合作不矛盾，从个人、社会、全球角度来看都是有道理的。

(1) 个人层面：同学之间有竞争关系，依然相互学习和研究。

(2) 社会层面：不同公司层面，不同研究者之间也是既有竞争也有合作。

(3) 全球层面：不同国家之间肯定存在竞争，但是在全球化的今天，为了资源整合和经济贸易发展，不同的国家之间形成了各种程度的合作。


[提纲]
 段落提纲，不是文章提纲。

1. Competition and cooperation are not mutually exclusive.

1.1 personal level: students learn from competitors

1.2 societal level: competition and cooperation between companies

1.3 global level: competition and cooperation between different countries


例2  （4）Scandals are useful because they focus our attention on problems in ways that no speaker or reformer ever could.





Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

过度关注丑闻会分散我们解决更紧迫问题的注意力。按照社区邻里和整个社会两个层面分类讨论：

(1) 社区层面：很多时候一个社区或者团体或者学校层面的丑闻非常容易吸引大众的眼球，反而让人们忽略该社区更为重大的问题。比如某学校校长挪用公款私用被解雇，学校校报头版都报道该丑闻；而这时学校的安全问题、资源分配等更为重要的问题只有留在第二版之后了。

(2) 社会层面：很多时候社会上的丑闻非常容易吸引大众的眼球，反而让人们忽略重大问题。(这个例子帮助理解但不必写在GRE作文中，比如报纸上大量报道某富二代或者官员家属的挥霍行为，这吸引大众的关注，而这段时间更重要或更紧迫的问题，比如油价、房价等反而没有获得更多的关注。)比如克林顿性丑闻的确导致了对公众人物的审查和限制，但这花费的纳税人的大量钱本来可以用于更有价值的事情，比如解决科索沃危机、社会安全危机、健康、能源问题。


[提纲]
 段落大纲，而不是全文提纲。

1. Scandals can distract us from more pressing problems.

1.1 community level:

case: the chancellor of a university misuses funds

1.2 societal level:

case: Clinton scandal → pay less attention to other more pressing social problems

练习

按照范围的角度对下面这道题进行分类讨论，并写出提纲。


34In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have contrasting points of view.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 按照从个人到社会和全球的角度分析相反观点的价值。

(1) 个人层面：孩子与家长观点不同可以互相理解；同学之间的学术观点不同，通过讨论也能加深理解。

(2) 社会层面：排放污水的工厂和环保主义观点不一样，但是相互交流就能更好地服务于社会；不同企业的运作模式不一样，交流有利于互相提高。

(3) 全球层面：国家的利益不一致，通过互相了解有利于国家安全、和平、经济政治的互惠互利。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


• 定义抽象概念词





很多时候，在GRE的analyze an issue的题干中会有一些非常抽象的表达或者词汇，考生需要对这个词汇进行解释和分析。当然不需要在字典中找到某关键词的定义，因为很多抽象词汇的理解都是多元的。我们也可以不去定义，采取分类讨论的方式。当然，对于太过抽象的某词汇，我们通过几个层面来看这个概念。先看几个刚才举过的例子：


(96)Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more important than the reality or truth behind that image.




在这道题目中，image和truth都是抽象词汇，我们不必对其进行定义，可以对这个抽象概念进行解构和切分。我们切分几个层面来分析：科学和学术、商业领域、艺术领域和政治领域。

在analyze an issue题库中，有四道题是非常常见的，可以对抽象词汇解释定义或者按照抽象词进行分类讨论。


例1 (28)The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

定义概念：两个概念——伟大的国家和民众的幸福

(1) 什么是伟大的国家。这个难以定义，但是可以运用一种reflective equilibrium的方法证明：比如有很多精英——大量哲学家和艺术家的古希腊是伟大的国度；科学、技术、艺术发达的美国也是伟大的国家。所以伟大国家的特征之一就是有大量的精英。另外在很多国家，比如芬兰，我们不容易找到记忆深刻的领袖，但是其民众无比幸福安康，我们依然称之为伟大的国家。所以伟大国家的特征之二就是民众幸福。综合得出观点，一个伟大的国家具备的特征就是：有精英或者民众幸福。

(2) 什么是幸福。分类讨论(由人的低级需求走向高级需求)：如果认为公共健康和安全、国家军事安全、个人独立言论自由、文化丰富、个人生活舒适且有全面而自由的发展等就是幸福的话，那么这些的确是由那些伟大的个体努力实现的。


例2 (60)Politicians should pursue common ground and reasonable consensus rather than elusive ideals.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with therecommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing andsupporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendationwould or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

在这里深奥的(elusive)理想是不明确的。因为这个深奥要看对谁，如果是大众，这个理想是否有价值没法判断，因为大众一般而言是没有批判性思考的，并且对政治的了解极度匮乏，所以对大众来说深奥的东西或许是对社会长远发展极其有利的东西。


例3 （38）It is primarily through our identification with social groups that we define ourselves.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

定义关键词：“定义自己”是什么含义。定义自己就是明白自己是谁，自己能做什么，自己和别人的区别是什么，正确地看待和评价自己和自己在社会中的位置。解释了这个，就可以分类讨论，不同的年龄群体是否能够看清楚自己和自己在社会中所处的位置。




(1) 孩子在学校或者幼儿园，通过和朋友一起玩，以交流的方式开始了解他们共同有的东西以及他们与其他人不一样的地方。不可否认的是，个人识别重要的一点就是找到自己与群体相吻合的地方。

(2) 孩子在校外也是通过社区或者社团来定义自己。比如女孩和男孩分开玩，还有很多不同的俱乐部、兄弟会、联谊会等等，都是通过找到一个团队来定义自己的内在心理需要。

(3) 青年随着成熟和接近社会的复杂性，将会用更多的方式定义自己，比如伴侣、工作、为人父母的责任。尤其是工作，现代社会人们讨论最多的、最关心的话题往往是工作，工作开始在决定不同的人群了。

(4) 老年人退休后参加兴趣团队，比如乡间俱乐部、棋类俱乐部等也是用团体的方式来定义自己。


例4 （144）True success can be measured primarily in terms of the goals one sets for oneself.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

“成功”是一个抽象概念，我们需要对“成功”进行分类讨论(基本生存、社会属性、人性)。

(1) 能赚钱，吃穿住行都有着良好的品质就是成功。

(2) 有社会地位，能对社会作出贡献就是成功。

(3) 能够没有压力追求自己的内心与兴趣，自由全面发展就是成功。

如果还想进一步训练分类思想，可以对GRE题库中的题目进行思考，以下给出了可以分类思考的题号，其中诸如“81, 85”这样的内容代表81和95“issue”部分是相同的或相似的。


分类标准：



1. 按时间分类：




64 / 6, 14, 96, 116 / 40, 47, 90 / 24, 29, 52 / 81, 95 / 101 / 58 / 93 / 45, 138 / 30, 83 / 55 / 19 / 115, 139 /38 / 78


2. 按领域分类：




36, 72 / 91 / 27 / 108, 110 / 73 / 143 / 2, 22 / 117 / 23 / 48, 92 / 42 / 82, 97, 100, 124 / 58 / 7 / 55 / 19 /16, 50, 86, 114, 115, 139 / 60 / 62, 94, 147 / 123, 128 / 34, 49, 76, 118 / 41 / 61 / 66 / 141 / 87 / 103


3. 按国家地域分类：




23, 131 / 117 / 6, 14, 96, 116 / 82, 97, 100, 124 / 7 / 10, 125, 148 / 31, 63, 67 / 12, 25 / 19


4. 按人类的需求分类：




28, 85, 113, 120, 127, 145 / 80, 88 / 94 / 130


5. 按范围分类：




34, 49, 76, 118


2. 正负分析思想(pros and cons)





正负分析就是对一个issue的正面和负面两个层面进行分析，因为所谓issue就是既有合理面，也有不好的因素，做这件事情既能产生许多优势，同时也需付出一些代价，这个方法就需要考生去考虑一个issue的正负两个方面。其实这个方法和前面的case-by-case是不矛盾的，有时候甚至是可以融合的，也就是进行分类讨论，每一个类型可以从正负两个角度考虑；而在正负分析里面，正方面或者负方面也可以分为几个层次和领域来分析。所以很多时候，我们可以同时考虑分类讨论和正负分析，并且结合在一起形成大纲。但是如果文章只是肤浅地谈到一个问题的两个方面往往不够，最好对正或负中的一个方面做深入的分层次讨论，这样会更有洞察力。也就是说，在正或负某一个方面，一定要深入思考具体原因，这个东西好的原因到底是什么，不好的具体理由又是什么。


例1 （31）Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those species is the result of human activities.




Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

对于这道题目，我们可以把分类讨论和正负分析结合在一起，把头脑风暴的内容罗列出来。


• 前提分析：




作者假设有些物种的灭绝是人为的，有些不是。但是问题在于：我们的知识根本无法判断哪些是人为的，哪些不是。


• 分类讨论：




(1) 发达国家。经济已经发展非常好，有必要保护濒临灭绝的物种。这有利于生物多样性，也能带来相应的经济和科研价值。

(2) 欠发达或者发展中国家。可以适当保护，但是如果花过多成本去保护濒临灭绝的物种，会导致更多更紧迫的社会问题没有得到解决，比如就业、生存、经济发展等。


• 正负分析：




+: 保护濒临灭绝动物的价值。

(1) 满足人类赎罪心理。人类排放污水和有害气体以及砍伐森林，使物种濒临灭绝，我们必须采取积极措施去解决，因为这危及了动物生存。

(2) 我们有能力保护动物，尤其是发达国家。

(3) 保护人类生物圈的多样性。生物圈的常识让我们知道如果物种越来越少会导致一些物种灭绝，最终给人类的生存带来负面影响。

(4) 经济上的好处。物种多样，可以带动观光旅游产业，人们建植物园和动物园，带来经济上的好处。

(5) 科研和教育的好处。我们可以看到真实的物种比生物书上的图片更为生动。另外多样的生物也会为科学家研究基因学和进化论提供更好的观测对象。

-: 保护濒临灭绝动物的代价。

(1) 物竞天择，有些弱小生物本来就应该被淘汰。

(2) 没有人能够选择保护什么样的物种。我们不能靠自己的喜好，觉得海豚比臭虫更值得保护；而且科学家也很难达成一致意见；政府和官员更不了解。

(3) 成本高，而这个成本可以用来处理一些社会上更急切需要解决的问题。

这么多头脑风暴的内容是需要在思考的时候想到的，因为题目都是事先已经公布的。但是一篇文章的长度是有限的，不需要把所有的点都包含其中，可以采取某一种结构，把其中的某些点罗列出来，形成提纲。





[提纲]
 pros and cons

+:

1. culpability: clear-cutting of forests; pollution

2. capability: know what to do, and take steps

3. self preservation: hamper diversity → undermine human being

-:

1. Darwin: natural selection

2. should we decide which species are worth saving

3. high cost → more pressing social problems


例2
 (3)Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

对于这个说法，我们可以采取正负分析，分析其正面和负面结果。

+: 优势分析。

(1) 对教育的指导意义。能够避免学生把时间浪费在不会取得成绩的学科上，指导他们花更多的时间学习自己容易获取成绩的学科，提高学习效率。

(2) 使学生尽量少遭遇学习上的沮丧，对学生心理发展有好处。

-: 劣势分析。

(1) 伤害学生的心理，损害他们的自尊。

(2) 使学生缺乏在困难面前继续努力的勇气，逆商没有得到提高。

(3) 学习的目的不一定是要在未来获取成功，或许更重要的是学习时候的乐趣，比如音乐、舞蹈、戏剧，人们学习这门课并不是为了成为伟大的艺术家，但是学习过程是令人愉悦的。或许学习过程中锻炼思维很重要，比如数学，但并不一定未来成为数学家，但是这个过程的历练对其他学科甚至生活中的逻辑思考能力也是非常有帮助的。

(4) 教育机构没有能力判断学生学什么专业会获得成功。

4.1现在成功不代表未来一定成功(有很多早年成功后来事业不如意的文学家、艺术家等)。

4.2现在不成功不代表未来一定不成功(很多科学家小时候在某领域并不杰出，但后来都作出了杰出的贡献)。

4.3分数标准也并不可靠，因为分数很难测试学生在这门课未来的发展潜力。


[提纲]
 文章提纲。

+:

1. more opportunities to find areas that suit students

2. transfer to areas that suit students → less frustration → confidence (humanity)

-:




1. dissuasion → undermine the confidence of students

2. lack courage to carry on when confronted with difficulties

3. unnecessary to succeed in a field

4. educational institution cannot accurately judge whether students will succeed in the area

4.1 present better academic performance → many fail in the future

4.2 present unsatisfactory academic performance → may succeed in the future

4.3 schools always judge a student's potential by GPA, which is an unreliable indicator


练习



对于下面的题目进行正负分析，根据提示写出提纲。





1. (56)Many important discoveries or creations are accidental: it is usually while seeking the answer to one question that we come across the answer to another.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 正负分析：

+: 偶然发现时常发生。比如：与West Indies的贸易导致了哥伦布发现了新大陆; Fleming偶然发现了青霉素；电磁感性的现象也是偶然发现；很多化学新元素的发现也是偶然的；海洋学家经常偶然发现海底的新生物和考古学证据。

-: 偶然并非偶然：

(1) 偶然实际上是一种必然，凯库勒做梦偶然发现苯的结构，其本质原因是其大量的研究思考和梦后的分析，牛顿被苹果砸了之后有了牛顿力学定律实际上也是其大量研究的必然结果。所以很多时候偶然事件只是一个导火索，根本原因是大量的经验与研究，实则是一种必然。

(2) 今天的大量成果都是有指向性和目的性的研究。天文学家研究天体不是靠偶然，而是以后用望远镜等观测手段证实；很多理论研究也是不断推理证实自己的假设；生化专家研究药物也是专门为了治疗某种疾病。还有许多技术，包括半导体、能源、印刷等都是如此。

(3) 有时候发现其实不是偶然，只是后来的应用超过了其想象与预期。比如大学为了传输数据运用的ARPA网络后来通过不断商业化和大众化形成了今天的互联网，Ford的流水线生产后来不仅仅局限于汽车工业，而是扩张到了各生产领域。

[提纲]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. (54)In order to become well-rounded individuals, all college students should be required to take courses in which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types of imaginative literature.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.





[提示]
 正负分析：

+: 阅读文学作品的价值。

(1) 认知社会。因为很多文学作品都能反映社会，比如马克·吐温通过一个十岁孩子的眼睛感知19世纪的Missouri是什么样子; Melville的Billy Budd让读者通过船夫的眼睛看到了早几个世纪的远洋旅行。史诗Beowulf和Sir Gawain and the Green Knight让我们看到中世纪骑士和他们君主的关系；儿童小说《战马》用一匹马的视角见证了第一次世界大战。

(2) 很多文学作品给人精神动力。比如海明威的《老人与海》等。

(3) 阅读文学作品会丰富人生，让我们更有创造力。因为我们的经历有限，通过阅读文学作品可以理解不同人的内心和他的洞察力。

(4) 阅读诗歌散文会带来美的感受和全新的观察生活的视角。

(5) 文学作品在价值观上影响我们，让我们有新的价值判断标准。

-: 分散学习专业课程的注意力。

也可以分类讨论，然后在分类讨论的每一个类别里面进行正负分析：根据学生的学习领域分类。

(1) 历史研究。很多文学作品会给我们提供参考，比如《荷马史诗》、古希腊三大悲剧(《被缚的普罗米修斯》、《俄狄浦斯王》、《美狄亚》)等。

(2) 社会科学研究。阅读很多传记和其他文学作品能使学生更好地理解社会形成的动机和原因。

(3) 艺术类研究。文学相关的专业可以扩大自己的阅读量。其他领域：美术、电影、戏剧、雕塑都是从文学作品中寻找到创作题材的。

(4) 自然科学领域、工程技术领域虽然对专业没有帮助，但是作为一个受过良好教育的人，这些阅读能够帮助人们丰富人生，理解社会，增加精神鼓舞等。

(5) 政治军事等。有时候文学作品也能提供很多战略思路。

[提纲]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. (6)A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 正负分析：

+: 进入大学前全国统一课程的好处。

(1) 核心课程的统一可以保证所有学生都能接受最基本的教育，成为基本合格的准大学生。

(2) 全国统一课程使教育者有一个可预测的基础，以便于他们选择教材、阅读材料、建立教学大纲和课程体系。

(3) 全国统一课程可以让学生拥有民主社会赖以生存的价值观，比如尊重、宽容等。




(4) 在大学收录学生评价方面提供了更多的参考性和公平性。

(5) 降低教育成本。

(6) 避免学生专门选择简单轻松的课程。

-: 进入大学前全国统一课程的弊端和代价。

(1) 没有人能够决定用什么样的统一课程：教育专家意见可能不统一；联邦立法者可能没法反映学生、学校和家长的想法；政府官员往往可能被政客所鼓动，他们对学生的兴趣一无所知。

(2) 可能散布教条和鼓吹性宣传。禁止一部分书籍、网络、项目是在任何民主社会不可想象的。

(3) 破坏地区教育特色。比如加州要求学生了解组成该州多元人群的种族的历史，如果全国统一课程，诸如此类的教育就会缺失。

(4) 破坏家长的权威。家长参与和其孩子教育相关活动的权利被削弱。

(5) 破坏学生的兴趣。兴趣才是最好的老师。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. (48)Educators should teach facts only after their students have studied the ideas, trends, and concepts that help explain those facts.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 正负分析：

+: 先学习原理再学习事实的好处。

(1) 没有理解的记忆事实没有什么作用。不理解F=ma是什么意思，单纯只是背下这个公式对于力学的理解和应用起不到任何作用；不理解原子结构和化学原理，只是简单地背下元素周期表没有意义。

(2) 如果先背下来事实，很有可能让学生停留在记忆这一层次，从而妨碍他们进一步学习、理解和应用原理。

-: 一定要先学习观点、趋势和概念，然后再学习事实吗？这值得质疑：

(1) 学生只要没有在记忆就停止了进一步学习，我们发现是可以先记住事实再学习规律和原理的。比如元素周期表，先记住这个事实，然后再去学习概念，原理也是有效的。

(2) 有时候事实必须先有观点和原理的理解基础。比如经济学学生学习供求关系，他需要学习的有：供求理论，理论的假设性情形，修正或者限制模型或理论的现实性事实。那么先学习哪个?题目观点是从原理到最后的事实，但是实际上理论不是凭空而来的，需要理解一些观察到的事实。

(3) 先学习理论概念，再学习事实，很有可能这个观点是错误的，但是学生仅仅寻求那些能证明这个概念的事实学习，那么学习就是不客观和无效的。比如：宇宙中心学说，我们认为我们是宇宙中心，那么学习的事实都是能证明这个理论的事实，证明该观点反面的事实往往被忽略。所以先学习各方面的事实有时候会有利于我们理解观点。

[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

如果还想进一步训练正负分析思想，可以对GRE题库中的题目进行思考，以下给出了可以分类思考的题号，其中“23, 131”这样的内容说明23和131的“issue”部分是相同的或相似的。

1, 26 / 43 / 132 / 23, 131 / 59 / 91 / 105, 106, 126 / 56 / 22, 122 / 77 / 28, 85, 113, 120, 121, 127, 145 /3, 15, 20, 32, 35, 39, 98, 129, 135, 136, 137 / 13, 46, 70, 102, 112, 140 / 54 / 6, 14, 96, 116 / 37 / 47, 90/ 24, 29, 52 / 48, 92 / 42 / 82, 97, 100, 124 / 81, 95 / 101 / 58 / 45, 138 / 30, 83 / 4 / 44, 75, 84 / 7 / 10,125, 148 / 31, 63, 67 / 12, 25 / 80, 88 / 16, 50, 86, 114, 115, 139 / 60 / 62, 94, 147 / 18 / 69 / 11, 99 / 38/ 78 / 123, 128 / 34, 49, 76, 118 / 9, 57, 74, 133, 134 / 119 / 21 / 65 / 8, 111, 149 / 130 / 66 / 144


3. 可调和性分析(reconcilability)


从这个方法开始的连续三个重要的思考方法(可调和性分析、前提分析、充分必要分析)都是负评价的具体方法。简单地说，就是反对这个issue的具体原因。Reconcilability就是可调和性的意思，在很多issue中，出现诸如此类的陈述：做A比做B好；我们应该更多考虑A而不是B。那么我们对于这个issue可以提出这样的反对理由：A和B并不是矛盾的，做了A可能会帮助B; 可能我们要同时考虑A和B才有价值。也就是说，可调和分析会作为正负分析中的负面分析，也就是反对的一个具体层面或理由。比如前面在分类讨论中，我们分析过的一道题目：


(123)The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government, industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

这个题目可以正负分析，其中一个反对理由是：竞争与合作不矛盾，从个人、社会、全球角度分析都是有道理的。

(1) 个人层面：同学之间有竞争关系，依然相互学习和研究。

(2) 社会层面：不同公司层面、不同研究者之间也是既有竞争也有合作。

(3) 全球层面：不同国家之间肯定有竞争，但是在全球化的今天，为了资源整合和经济贸易发展，不同的国家之间形成了各种程度的合作。


例1 (28)The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

这道题目的结构就是一个国家是否伟大应该由A决定而不是由B决定，这个时候我们需要思考A和B是否是矛盾的。很有可能两者不矛盾，这就可以作为一个反驳理由：一个国家伟大的标志其实可以通过统治者、艺术家或科学家这样的人群和民众的整体幸福来体现的；或者说应该同时考虑两个方面。可调和分析如下：

有时候两方面并不矛盾，而是相互协调的。




(1) 精英的成就(科学发展、艺术繁荣、社会稳定、经济发展良好等)保证的大众幸福。

(2) 大众的幸福，包括生存问题解决、思考和言论的自由、全面发展的环境往往能够促使社会持续产生更多的精英人群。


[提纲]
 负评价分析其中一个段落的提纲(可调和分析)

-:

1. the achievements of elites and the general welfare of its people are not mutually exclusive

1.1 the general welfare of its people is guaranteed by the achievements of elites (science, medicine, education, social stability, etc.)

1.2 elites' achievenments are likely to occur in a society where people have general welfare


例2 (16)Some people believe that in order to be effective, political leaders must yield to public opinion and abandon principle for the sake of compromise. Others believe that the most essential quality of an effective leader is the ability to remain consistently committed to particular principles and objectives.




Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

这道题目可以做可调和分析：两个观点并不矛盾，很多时候人民大众的观点和领导的原则与目标是一致的。比如解决就业问题、环境和资源问题、医疗问题、教育问题等，在许多具体方面政府和大众都有着一样的原则与目标，那就是保障大众基本的福利和生存。


[提纲]
 负评价分析其中一个段落的提纲(可调和分析)。

-:

1. Public opinion may comply with the principle of political leaders.

the same principle: public welfare of people

sub-by-sub: (societal goal) education, energy, environment, medical care


例3 (130)Some people believe that corporations have a responsibility to promote the well-being of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that the only responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to make as much money as possible.




Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

这道题有两个相反的观点：企业担负社会责任和仅仅赚钱两者中哪个重要。

其实两者没有必然矛盾，可以做可调和分析：一般而言如果公司努力去改善环境和促进社会发展，必然要花费资金，用来检测或者治理水污染、噪音污染，促进社会福利、公共健康和资源等。而在这方面花费资金，不一定就会降低该公司的利润，很有可能国家会提供补助，企业的公益形象还可能让更多人买该公司的产品从而提高公司收入。所以这两件事情可能是兼容的。


[提纲]
 某一方观点评价分析其中一个段落的提纲(可调和分析)。

more aligns with: corporations have a responsibility to promote the well-being of the societies and environments

1. reconcile profit with effort that promote the well-being of the societies

1.1 promote society → cost




1.2 the cost can be compensated by more revenue due to the charitable image

练习

分析下面的题目，练习如何运用可调和分析来反驳观点。


1. (51)Young people should be encouraged to pursue long-term, realistic goals rather than seek immediate fame and recognition.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 可调和分析：两者并不矛盾，很多时候考虑长远目标也能解决当前的问题，同时被认可且获得名利。比如环境与能源等许多自然科学研究领域。


[提纲]
 只需要写出该段落的提纲即可。

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. (60)Politicians should pursue common ground and reasonable consensus rather than elusive ideals.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提示]
 可调和分析：有时候政治理想和达到政治共识是不矛盾的。

很多时候政治理想只有达成共识才能实现。比如政治家的理想是和平，那么他必须说服大众和其达成共识，承认和平的价值。林肯也必须说服大众，让更多的人认为人生来平等才能达到他的政治目标。没有共识就意味着没有支持，没有实用主义支持的理想主义充其量是一个幻想。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. (69)Some people believe it is often necessary, even desirable, for political leaders to withhold information from the public. Others believe that the public has a right to be fully informed.




Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.


[提示]
 可调和分析：公布信息更好，但是与隐藏某些信息根本不矛盾。政府不公开一些对大众有威胁的信息是出于安全考虑。那么在完全安全的情况下再去公布这些信息，既维护了民众利益又保障了大众的安全。比如美国五角大楼导弹防御系统失灵，政府可以先去解决这个问题，不对公众公布信息，而是处理完了再去公布的话，就能把这两个方面作很好的调和。


[提纲]







_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

如果还想进一步训练调和性分析思维，可以对GRE题库中的题目进行思考，以下给出了可以分类思考的题号，其中“51, 71”这样的内容表示51和71的“issue”部分是相同的或相似的。

28, 85, 113, 120, 121, 127, 145 / 51, 71 / 16, 50, 86, 114, 115, 139 / 60 / 69 / 123, 128 / 130


4. 前提分析(assumption)


进行负评价的第二种方法就是对该issue的前提进行分析。在第三章第三节中，我们提到了分析前提(assumption)。所谓assumption, 就是一个推理或者一个观点如果要合理所必须满足的前提条件。比如：


[image: 006.png]





在这个例子中，有一个逻辑推理：“每个人都会死”推出“苏格拉底会死”。这个推理是否合理呢，要基于一个观点“苏格拉底是人”，如果这个观点是成立的，那么这个逻辑是合理的；如果这个观点不成立，那么这个推理就是无效的，所以“苏格拉底是人”就是该逻辑是否能推理的基础和前提条件，我们称之为“assumption”。在GRE分析性写作中，如果许多issue要合理就需要分析其前提条件，如果这个前提条件难以确认，便难以同意这个观点。所以“缺乏可信的assumption”是反对某一个issue的具体方法。比如前面的题目中，我们举过这么一个例子：


例1 (31)Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those species is the result of human activities.




Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

在这道题目中，issue认为我们应该努力拯救那些仅仅因为人类活动而濒临灭绝的物种。这道题是否合理基于一个前提：作者假设有些物种的灭绝是人为的，有些不是。但问题在于，我们的知识根本无法判断哪些是人为的，哪些不是。这就可以作为反驳的观点之一(也就是下面第二个反驳的具体层面)。

-: 保护濒临灭绝动物的代价。

(1) 物竞天择，有些弱小生物本来就应被该淘汰。

(2) 没有人能够选择保护什么样的物种。我们不能靠自己的喜好，觉得熊猫比臭虫更值得保护；而且科学家也难达成一致的意见；政府和官员更不了解。

(3) 成本高，而这个成本可以用于处理一些社会更需要解决的问题。


[提纲]
 仅仅只是一个段落的提纲而已。




-: Save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those species is the result of human activities.

1. We can not decide what species we should save.

1.1 depend on people's preference: no justifiable case: bug pk. panda

1.2 depends on judgment of experts: no fair


例2 (59)Scientists and other researchers should focus their research on areas that are likely to benefit the greatest number of people.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

如果这道题目采取正负分析，除了正评价以外，我们在这里重点分析负评价，即为什么科学家和研究者不应该只是关注对大众有好处的研究领域：

-: 有关不合理性的分析：

(1) 破坏研究者的天赋和兴趣，因为有兴趣才能成为研究成功的动机而不是所谓的对大众有好处。

(2) 即便研究是为了解决大众问题，所有研究者都做对大众有益的研究是资源浪费。

(3) 一项科学研究对大众是否有好处也不是科学家可以确定的，可能由实施研究的国家或机构决定，可能会基于政治、经济、军事考虑。

除了这三个按照前面所说的正负分析以外，我们还需要对该issue的前提进行分析，依次作为负评价的一个细节理由：

(1) 没有公正者能够判断什么研究对大众有益。研究者、立法者、政府等都不一定站在公正的立场上。政府的政治考虑设置研究的权重会有害。

(2) 无法判断什么科学对大众有益。很多现在对大众没有直接好处的研究(基因工程、克隆技术、基础研究、前沿科学技术)可能未来能够对大众带来好处。


[提纲]
 只有一个段落，就是负评价的一个分论点段落提纲。

-:

1. The speaker assumes that we can identify the areas that are likely to benefit the greatest number of people.

1.1 no one can decide what area is beneficial to the general public researcher; legislator; government

1.2 some research areas which now have no direct impact may solve the problems of the public in the long run.

gene engineering; theoretical research; cutting-edge research, etc.


例3 (3)Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

教育者应该劝阻那些不可能在该领域获取成功的学生在该领域继续学习。这个陈述有一个前提条件，我们来进行前提分析：教育机构有能力判断学生学习什么专业会获得成功。




(1) 现在成功不代表未来一定成功(有很多早年成功后来事业不如意的文学家、艺术家等)。

(2) 现在不成功不代表未来一定不成功(很多科学家小时候在某领域并不杰出，但后来都作出了杰出的贡献)。

(3) 分数标准也并不可靠，因为分数很难测试学生在这个领域未来的发展潜力。


[提纲]
 同样也是一个段落的提纲，作为一个不同意该观点的理由。

-:

1. It is difficult—even impossible—for educational institutions to predict the success of a student in a certain field.

1.1 excellent academic in school is not an accurate indication of future success in the area

1.2 students who have little achievement may succeed in the future

1.3 score is a unreliable litmus for students' potential

练习

分析下面每一道题目的前提，并且列出用前提思路反对题目观点的一个段落提纲。


1. （15）Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study that will prepare them for lucrative careers.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


[提示]
 前提分析：教育机构有能力判断那些能让学生毕业后赚大钱的专业。很有可能学生毕业之后这些专就不那么赚钱了。

(1) 读书期间发生特殊事件，比如入学的时候金融专业很火爆，但是读书期间的经济危机会使学生毕业之后难以找到工作。

(2) 如果大家都去学这个专业会导致这个专业的学生尤其多，供求关系的变化会让学生毕业后没有以前那么容易赚到钱了。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. （30）Teachers' salaries should be based on their students' academic performance.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


[提示]
 前提分析：老师的努力与学生的成绩是息息相关的。

(1) 老师教得好，有可能学生成绩不一定好。

(2) 学生成绩好，有时候不是因为老师教得好，而是别的原因。

(3) 教育价值不一定立刻在成绩中显示出来，可能在未来的其他方面更明显地体现出来，或者一段时间(考试结束以后)后体现出来。


[提纲]







_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. （53）If a goal is worthy, then any means taken to attain it are justifiable.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain

how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 前提分析：目标的价值是可以评价的。

(1) 很多时候价值很难评价，因为不同人有不同的价值标准。

(2) 有价值的不一定是有益于个人与社会的，比如希特勒，比如战争的胜利，我们都无法评价其价值。不同利益集团的理解也会不一样。很多时候一个有价值的目标可能会导致对个人、社会和人性的破坏。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. （65）Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and resist unjust laws.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


[提示]
 前提分析：法律可以分为正义和非正义。法律很多时候没有正义和非正义之分，只是为了调和不同利益集团、不同人群的价值和利益，让社会更加有序。

(1) 法律是否正义基于不同的价值取向和文化习惯。比如死刑是不是正义的，安乐死、堕胎是合法还是非法，这些都是很难评价的，比如“可以堕胎”在认为“人应该自由选择自己生活的权利”的人眼里是不正义的法律，但是在某些具有宗教价值观的人眼里也许是合理的。

(2) 法律正义与否还要基于利益基础。很多不同的利益集团一般只会考虑自己的党派或者机构的利益，从而无法判断其价值。比如“禁止排放污水”可能在环保主义者或者许多大众眼里就是正义的法律，但是在工厂的董事会眼里一定是非正义的法律，而工厂和大众都是法律应该保护的对象。

(3) 法律是平衡利益的，所以不可能保证对所有人都是完全公平的，重点是保护大部分人的利益。比如税收法律对于有钱人来说是非正义的，对于收入低的人是正义的，但是这样的做法有利于保护大部分人的利益，而有钱人本来就用了更多的社会资源也挣到了更多的钱，并且作出一定的社会贡献也是有必要的。所以为了平衡利益，这样的做法也是合理的，尽管不是对每一个公民都公平。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

如果还想进一步训练前提分析思想，可以对GRE题库中的题目进行思考，以下给出了可以分类思考的题号，其中“6, 137”这样的内容表示6和137的“issue”部分是相同的或相似的。




59 / 36 / 73 / 3, 15, 20, 32, 35, 39, 98, 129, 135, 137 / 6 / 30, 83 / 31, 63, 67 / 19 / 60 / 94 / 65 / 53


5. 充分必要分析


最后一种要分析的反对issue观点的方法就是对一个issue进行充分必要分析。所谓充分必要分析就是：issue认为A导致了B。如果你不同意这个观点，可以分析A不必然导致B; 除了A还有别的因素也能导致B。这就是充分必要分析，但是不一定两个方面都一定要分析，有时候分析一方面也是可以的。比如分析一个观点“失败会带来成功”，如果要用充分必要的方法来对这道题目进行反驳的话，你可以提出这样的反对细节理由：失败不必然带来成功(如果失败后不思考、不改进); 不是一定只有失败才能带来成功(总结别人的失败经验和教训也可以带来成功)。比如：“只有政府应该支持艺术”也可以用充分必要分析来反驳：政府不必然要支持艺术(还有更紧迫的社会问题需要解决)；不仅仅只有政府才可以支持艺术(许多慈善机构、个人或者团体也可以支持艺术)。


例1 (12)Governments should offer a free university education to any student who has been admitted to a university but who cannot afford the tuition.




Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

政府是否应该让被录取但是付不起学费的大学生免费上大学，这个题目可以进行充分必要分析：

(1) 不必要完全免费，可以采取多样化的方式。比如考虑学生的成绩和未来在本科阶段的表现，再逐年决 定是否给予资助；给学生奖学金的多少也可以具体情况具体分析。

(2) 不是只有政府为学费买单，可以有企业奖学金、学校奖学金、院系奖学金、校友或者某些团体奖学 金，甚至还有一些有偿服务，包括勤工俭学、助教助研等。


[提纲]
 负评价的一个具体段落的提纲。

-: other methods can solve the problem

1. unnecessarily offer a free university education, other funding systems

1.1 consider the academic performance

1.2 the amount of fellowship can vary

2. other sponsors:

cooperation scholarship; charity; funds etc.


例2 （91）The primary goal of technological advancement should be to increase people's efficiency so that they have more leisure time.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

这道题目有一个字眼“primary”，技术发展的主要目的一定是增加人们的闲暇时光，很明显可以做一个充分必要分析。也许还有其他目标：比如生物技术预防疾病，医学研究保证民众身体安全，工程与化学提高交通、公路、建筑、桥梁建设质量，信息技术促进教育，交流技术促进民主与和平。





[提纲]
 段落(反对的一个具体理由)

-:

1. other more important goals:

1.1 medical research and people's health

1.2 engineering research and the quality of roads, bridges, architecture etc.

1.3 information research: improve the communication between people


例3 （7）Some people believe that government funding of the arts is necessary to ensure that the arts can flourish and be available to all people. Others believe that government funding of the arts threatens the integrity of the arts.




Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

第一个层次是“政府支持是必要的，只有这样艺术才能繁荣”，我们可以采取充分必要分析：

(1) 政府资助不必然导致繁荣。因为导致艺术不繁荣的因素非常多，而不一定是缺钱：比如政治或者审查的压制会让很多优秀作品无法被大众看到；缺乏创造性思维能力，即便有再多的资金也不一定能产生优秀的作品；没有好的评论家和观众的欣赏也不利于艺术的繁荣。

(2)其他人也可以资助艺术：个人、慈善、团体、企业等。事实上，很多艺术产业不靠政府的支持不仅能生存而且还欣欣向荣。比如加拿大电影产业，比如其他很多艺术工厂等。


[提纲]




1. government funding of arts unnecessarily guarantees that the arts can flourish

1.1 government's scrutiny

1.2 lack of creativity

1.3 lack of critics and audience

2. others can fund arts

individual, charity, institution, corporations, etc.

练习

对下面的题目进行充分必要分析，并且列出用该方法反对题目观点的段落的提纲。


1. (105)Claim: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience.



Reason: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints of established habits and attitudes.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


[提示]
 分析原因：缺乏经验的人往往能够在没有固定习惯和态度的制约下自由地想象一切可能。




对于这个原因可以进行充分必要分析：

(1) 缺乏经验的人不一定就能够自由想象。有时候缺乏这个领域的常识会让其没有办法展开思考(比如文学的门外汉甚至没法观察生活，音乐的门外汉甚至不能欣赏音乐更谈不上提出什么有价值的贡献，科学的门外汉对理论现象一无所知，根本不可能创造任何成就)。

(2) 有经验的人不一定会受约束。事实上很多伟大的成就并非来自门外汉，而来自大量经验的积累。尽管莫扎特年轻的时候就能创造举世闻名的音乐，但那时的他已经积累了大量经验了；而凯库勒也是大量思考和分析实验结果之后在梦中想象苯的结构，而且梦醒后对梦进行进一步分析和思考，靠的依然是经验和实验。


[大纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. (2)To understand the most important characteristics of a society, one must study its major cities.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 充分必要分析：用其他方式研究社会特征或许更有价值。下面列出了许多可以研究社会特征的方式，但是不一定要在作文中写这么多，可能两三个点就足够说明自己的立场了。

(1) 文学作品。包括历史书籍，往往更多地反映社会的意识形态和特征。

(2) 绘画作品。中世纪的宗教绘画，印象派风格反映的是中产阶级社会思想等。

(3) 建筑风格。中世纪的城堡标志那个时代的混乱，文艺复兴的哥特式建筑标志社会的颂扬神权(文艺复兴是神学和人文主义的交锋时期), 19世纪摩天大楼的涌现反映了社会工业与技术进步的思想等。

(4) 技术。交流、交通等方面。

(5) 大众传媒为了利益考虑会迎合大众。

(6) 其他艺术作品方面。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. (62)Leaders are created by the demands that are placed on them.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 充分必要分析：

(1) 在有些方面，其他因素同样能够促使伟大领袖的产生(这里甚至还可以进行分类讨论)。在学校里面的研究小组，那些有洞察力的学生和能够组织学生讨论的学生往往容易成为学生领导，而他们并不一定就解决了个人或者社会的需要，甚至他们就没有需要解决的需要，这个时候决定领导力的是其个人魅力。




在政治、商业、科学等领域，表面上看是领导者面临问题和需要，最后成为了领袖，但是真正的原因不仅仅是他们面临问题，而是在解决问题中展现出的领袖才华与气质。

(2) 面临需要不代表他就必然能够成为一个伟大领袖(也可以进行分类讨论来展开段落)。

如果只是有需要，但是没有意愿或者能力去满足需要，依然不会成为领导，有时候甚至会被批判。

在商业领域，一个公司如果周转不灵，领导无法解决危机，这个时候不可能突然又出现一个领袖，所以即便存在需要也不代表必然会产生领袖。

在政治领域，领导才华缺失会导致即便有需要也不会产生领袖。


[提纲]
 因为以上两个层面的内容都很丰富，可以写两个段落来展开。下面写出这两个段落的提纲。

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

如果还想进一步训练充分必要分析思维，可以GRE题库中的题目进行思考，以下给出了可用分类思考的题号，其中，“22, 122”这样的内容表示22和122的“issue”部分是相同的或相似的。

23, 36, 72, 131 / 59 / 91 / 105, 106, 126 / 2 / 22, 122 / 77 / 5, 117 / 3, 15, 20, 32, 35, 39, 98, 129, 135,136, 137 / 40, 47, 90 / 30, 83 / 4 / 44, 75, 84 / 7 / 12, 25 / 80, 88 / 62, 94, 147 / 9, 57, 74, 133, 134 / 119

/ 65 / 89 / 8, 111, 149 / 87 / 103 / 144


6. 题干切分分析(segmentation)


在GRE的issue里面，还有许多题目可以采取对题干进行切分的方法。当然，这个时候题目往往有两层或两层以上的含义，所谓切分法，就是把一个issue切分成两个或者三个小分句，然后一句一句来分析其合理性。比如：

The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

在这个句子中，and并列结构的两层含义不是完全一样的，所以可以切分为两个部分：1. 教育的最好方式应该是表扬其积极的行为。2. 同时要忽略消极的行为。然后把这一个issue转化成两道题目进行展开。实际上，一旦切分开来之后，还是要按照前面的正负分析、分类讨论、充分必要、前提分析和可调和分析来进一步展开，所以切分法不是新鲜的方式，只是一个基本的切分思路，具体还是按照前面的写作分析方法展开。

当然，在GRE很多题目中都有因果关系，甚至有时候题目都已经切分好了。比如：A的原因是B，其中A和B就是两个观点，我们可以切分为A是否合理; B是否合理; B能作为A的原因么。当然有时候为了简化，也可以直接分为两个模块进行讨论：A合理么; B是A的原因么。

下面举例说明：


(105)Claim: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience.




Reason: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints of established habits and attitudes.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.




这道题就可以切分为几个部分来分别讨论：1. 观点：想象是一种比经验更有价值的财富。2. 原因：缺乏经验的人往往能够在没有固定习惯和态度的制约下自由地想象一切可能性。3. 正是因为缺乏经验的人能够自由想象一切可能性，所以想象比经验更有价值。

从这个角度而言，只要GRE的issue是这种claim和reason的形式，我们都可以对其进行切分。而且事实上，具体性指令“Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.”就是要求我们对这个问题作切分。


例1 (64)The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only tools of human minds.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

切分法：1. 人脑永远比机器高级。2. 机器是人脑的工具。3. 因为机器是人脑的工具，所以人脑比机器高级。

1. 人脑永远比机器高级。


• 分类讨论：




分类标准一：按照时间分类

在过去机器并不十分发达的时代，人脑是不是比机器高级；当今社会人脑是不是比机器高级(看什么方面，比如计算能力、图形处理能力、独立思考的能力、情感感受的能力、创造性和批判性思考能力); 未来，有没有可能机器可以独立思考，并且在这方面超过人类。

分类标准二：按人脑分类

是机器发明者的头脑还是技术使用者的头脑；是习惯积极思考的人脑还是沉溺于享受机器便捷的人脑。

分类标准三：对机器的种类进行分类

按照人类的命令完成执行的机器；虽然是在执行，某些方面也可能会超过人脑，因为人类只是给出规定和法则，运用这些法则创造新的东西可能人脑还不如机器(比如用软件有机合成线路的设计，用软件解析某些结构); 还有些思考过程过于依赖人脑，或者经验过于多变没有法则(比如翻译软件，自动写作软件)。


2. 机器是人脑的工具。




切分法：其一，机器是工具。什么是工具，机器有没有给人类带来便捷，机器都是服务于人类。(包括商业娱乐的设备或玩具也是满足人类的需要，所以也是人类的工具)

其二，机器是人脑发明的。机器都是人脑发明，且为人类服务的。


3. 两者是否有因果关系。





• 充分必要+ 前提分析：


因为机器是人脑发明的就一定不如人脑么?前提：发明者发明的对象一定不如发明者聪明。实际上评价高级的标准应该是是否有独立思考的能力，是否有创造力，是否有逻辑思考能力，是否只是简单的重复。





[提纲]
 下面给出全文的提纲。

Introduction: segmentation

1. disagree: The human mind will always be superior to machines.

1.1 ancient society: human mind is superior.

think, analyze > basic tools

1.2 contemporary society:

1.2.1: complex calculation, graphic. human mind is inferior

1.2.2: independent thinking, emotion, critical thinking. human mind is superior

1.3 society in the future: machines may think.

2. agree: Machines are tools of human mind

2.1 any machine is a tool

appliance; toys, etc.

2.2 any machine is invented by human mind

3. disagree: the causal relationship

3.1 the invention may not be less intelligent than the inventor

3.2 reason: we consider something intelligent that can think critically and creatively, and can feel the subtle emotion


例2 （105）Claim: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience.




Reason: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints of established habits and attitudes.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

这道题是典型的claim和reason的题目，可以采取切分法把这个issue切分成三个层面：1. 观点：想象是一种比经验更有价值的财富。2. 原因：缺乏经验的人往往能够在没有固定习惯和态度的制约下自由地想象一切可能性。3. 正是因为缺乏经验的人能够自由想象一切可能性，所以想象比经验更有价值。


1. 观点：想象是一种比经验更有价值的财富。





• 分类讨论：判断在不同的领域到底是经验重要还是想象重要。




(1) 商业领域。比如在电影Big中，小孩神奇地变为市场主管，他在不受利润最大化的束缚下产生出来的创造性的电子是成功的。还有许多商业产品，比如苹果产品，人机互动都是在想象力和经验的共同作用下才得以产生，那么这两方面分别贡献了什么，如何衡量两者哪一个更为重要，还是无法区分，只是做出了不同的贡献而已。

(2) 科学领域。科幻小说，比如朱尔思·凡尔纳的科幻小说的外层空间想象被一个世纪后的科学家得以证实，凯库勒做梦发现了苯的结构，量子力学的发展都是需要想象力的。但是大量的科学成果都是在实验室中反复研究出来的，靠的是经验。两者贡献不同，需要权衡。

(3) 艺术领域。想象力绝对重要，很多作曲家年少缺乏经验的时候写出了瞩目的曲子，比如莫扎特和麦卡尼；很多抽象派和印象派的绘画也是靠想象而不是经验或者客观观察；很多作家的处女作都是惊世骇俗的小说或者故事。当然经验在艺术中也很重要，毕竟任何艺术都需要掌握一定的技艺。这也就能解释为什么很多艺术家一生都在创作，而且晚年作品依然优秀，比如文学上的优秀作品往往有很多生活的经历。





• 正负分析。


+: 同意想象力重要。

再从商业(电影Big)、艺术(莫扎特和麦卡尼)、科学领域(朱尔思·凡尔纳)展开。

-: 同意经验更重要。

艺术(爵士乐作曲家杜克·爱林顿晚年作品依然优秀)领域学习技艺很重要，比如创造性写作方法，舞蹈和音乐技能，艺术理论等。

科学(爱迪生一生都在发明)需要实验室的研究。


2. 原因：缺乏经验的人往往能够在没有固定习惯和态度的制约下自由地想象一切可能性。



• 充分必要分析：


(1) 缺乏经验的人不一定就能够自由想象。有时候缺乏这个领域的常识会让其没有办法展开思考(比如文学上的门外汉甚至没法观察生活，音乐上的门外汉甚至不能欣赏音乐更谈不上提出什么有价值的贡献，科学上的门外汉对理论现象一无所知根本不可能创造任何成就)。

(2) 有经验的人不一定就会受约束。事实上很多伟大的成就都不来自门外汉，而来自大量经验的积累。尽管莫扎特年轻的时候就能创造举世闻名的音乐，但那时的他已经积累大量的经验了；而凯库勒也是大量的思考和实验结果分析之后，在做梦的时候才能想象出苯的结构，而且梦醒后对梦进行进一步分析和思考，靠的依然是经验和实验。


3. 正是因为缺乏经验的人能够自由想象一切可能性，所以想象比经验更有价值。


两者没有什么因果关系，想象有价值的原因在于很多领域，想象是一个开始点，然后依靠经验深入探究。虽然缺乏经验的人或许会没有束缚地想象，但不必然导致不同领域的价值。

另外，这一切可能性也不必然有价值，可能大部分的想象都无法解决问题。

需要注意的是，虽然这里写出了很多点，但并不意味着在文章中都要写出来，这里只是笔者为了让考生更多地思考，所以罗列了明显多于考试作文需要的分析点，下面列出文章的真正提纲供参考。


[提纲]
 文章提纲。

1. agree: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience.

1.1 business field. case: movie big.

1.2 science. case: science fiction

1.3 arts. case: young composer; young novelist, etc.

2. disagree: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints of established habits and attitudes.

2.1 it is difficult—even impossible—for people who lack experience to imagine

music; literature; science

2.2 expects may be more likely to imagine




3. disagree: causal relationship

3.1 the more valuable asset of imagination may due to other causes:

more lasting significance of art works, etc.

3.3 the imagination of people who lack experience may be meaningless.


练习




按照切分的方法分析下面的题目，并列出提纲。


1. (24)The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提示]
 用切分法分析这道题，下面给出头脑风暴的点，但是不意味着文章中一定要写这么多点，这里只是一个思考的参考。

切分法：1. 教育的最好方式是表扬其积极的行为。2. 同时要忽略消极的行为。


1. 教育的最好方式应该是表扬其积极的行为。





• 正负分析：表扬的好处。




+: (人群)表扬培养孩子的自信；成为学生积极学习的动力；对员工的表扬会促进员工生产效率的提高并形成良好的工作环境。

-: 过多表扬的负面作用。

员工或者年龄大的学生认为过多的奖励是屈尊俯就和家长式做法；人们需要恰如其分的表扬；赞扬要公平地给予(如果一个学生获得过多表扬，会被其他同学贴上“老师宠物”的标签，从而导致和其他同学的疏离；再比如工作上领导过多的表扬会给人偏袒的感觉)。


• 分类讨论：看教育的对象(按时间分布)，讨论表扬的程度与方式。


(1) 小孩和家长。培养其自信；积极的心态得以形成。但是过多表扬会成为溺爱，甚至让孩子没法客观认识自己。

(2) 老师和学生。会起到建立自信的作用；鼓励其他同学向其学习从而形成良好的学习环境；但是对于年级高的学生过多表扬会给人家长式做法的感觉；不公平的表扬也是有害的，如果一个学生获得过多表扬，会被其他同学贴上“老师宠物”的标签，从而导致和其他同学的疏离。

(3) 雇主和员工。刺激生产力；形成良好的企业氛围。但是过多的表扬会给人一种屈尊俯就的感觉；工作上领导过多的表扬会给人偏袒的感觉。


2. 同时要忽略消极的行为。



• 正负分析：忽略消极行为的好处。




+: 小错误有时候应该忽略。孩子天性好奇导致的犯错如果过多受到责备会破坏他们的好奇心，而这种好奇有时候是未来学习的重要动机；有时候孩子回答问题时犯错也是应该忽略的；如果对员工所有的小错误都批评，严密监视他们的工作会给员工带来对上级的厌恶感从而降低生产效率。




-: 适当的批评是重要的。孩子的错误伤害别人；上课打断教学秩序；批改作业中的错误；员工的破坏构成了骚扰或者影响到了生产效率等，这些行为应该批评。


• 分类讨论：看教育的对象(按时间分布)。




(1) 小孩和家长。忽略小错误，比如摔碎碗、乱涂乱画等，孩子天性好奇导致的犯错如果过多责备会破坏他们的好奇，而这种好奇有时候是未来学习的重要动机。但是，我们可以采取建议和纠正的方式与态度。如果过度忽略则会导致纵容。

(2) 老师和学生。忽略回答问题中的小错误，会保护其自尊，以后还会继续暴露自己的问题。有些问题是不能忽略的，比如威胁到其他同学(实验室安全，打扰其他同学学习等)。

(3) 雇主和员工。忽略小错误，能够纠正的错误如果下次保证不会犯，那么适当忽略反而会让员工喜欢公司的氛围，并且以后更加认真。但是一味忽略纵容，会导致管理混乱，并且员工的破坏构成了骚扰或者影响到了生产效率等，这些行为应该批评，而且这种批评要制度化，并且给出一定的惩罚措施才是有意义的。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. (89)Claim: Many problems of modern society cannot be solved by laws and the legal system.



Reason: Laws cannot change what is in people's hearts or minds.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


[提示]
 切分法：1. 现代社会的很多问题是不能通过立法手段得到解决的。2. 法律无法改变人的内心和思想。3. 正是因为法律无法改变人的内心和思想，所以现代社会的很多问题是不能通过立法手段得到解决的。


1. 现代社会的很多问题是不能通过立法手段得到解决的。



• 分类讨论：要看具体是什么问题，对问题进行分类讨论。


(1) 有些基本生存问题和基本生活问题：可以通过立法解决，比如交通问题、物权等。

(2) 另外一部分生活方面的问题：无法立法解决，因为法律无法监督每一个生活的情形和细节。比如，美国1930年代的禁酒令，总有人能够投机取巧避免法律的束缚。

(3) 伦理问题：包括其他许多，同性恋是否可以结婚，可否把大麻用于医疗行为，试管婴儿是否合法，克隆人体是否合法，是否可以让医生帮助某些特殊患者安乐死等，这些问题法律难以解决。

(3) 经济领域：商业上商家更多考虑的是利益方面的问题，而法律最重要的功能在于平衡不同利益关系。所以立法可以解决许多商业方面的问题。比如消除污染、食物或者其他产品安全问题(测量指标、惩罚制度)，烟草的尼古丁控制，员工的权利保障和最低工资标准等。

(4) 有些问题关乎人性，无法立法：很多问题根源于人类的欲望和贪婪，难以立法。比如垄断问题，虽然有反垄断法，但是很多时候垄断依然存在，别的利益集团无法竞争；比如微软植入IE浏览器；再比如消除当今社会的战争，两极分化等问题。

(5) 现代社会与法律无关的问题：心理压力，与朋友和家人的感情与关系，社会冷漠等，这些问题也不能由法律解决。





• 充分必要考虑：




(1) 立法不一定解决了问题，有时候还要付出巨大的代价。

贩毒罪有时候立法禁止，有时候很难完全根除，很多犯罪者的偷盗抢劫带来了更多的社会问题难以解决。

(2) 很多问题靠别的方式而不是立法解决。

比如教育问题，立法虽然能解决一部分问题，但是还要教育者的能力和意识才能解决。贫富差距的问题，能源短缺的问题，经济危机的问题，地球环境和气候问题。首先这些问题需要一些科学家、社会科学专家、经济学家等的研究，然后根据他们的研究结果再来探讨要不要立法、如何立法、在怎样的程度上用法律来解决这些问题。


2. 法律无法改变人的内心和思想。



• 分类讨论：看什么人。如果一个人从小就受到某些法律方面的影响，可能从小对这方面都会产生一个重要的影响。相反，如果中年时再来立法，很多时候可能会难以影响这个人。



• 充分必要考虑：


(1) 法律有可能但不一定影响个人思想。

一直接触某些法律，比如关于女性、同性恋婚姻方面的法律，宗教法等，会让人从小就产生独立自主、自由平等和博爱的思想。其他法律，比如反垄断法、物权法、契约法、物权法等，只有遇到实际问题我们才会用这样的法律去解决，不会一直影响个人思想。

(2) 个人思想是受许多别的因素影响的。

包括受教育情况、家庭影响、知识面、大众传媒等都会产生影响。


3. 正是因为法律无法改变人的内心和思想，所以现代社会的很多问题是不能通过立法手段得到解决的。




两者没有因果关系，有些问题无法用法律解决不是因为法律对人没有影响，而是在法律的范围内无法解决或者代价太大。


[提纲]




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

如果还想进一步做题干切分性分析的训练，可以对GRE题库中的题目进行思考，以下给出了可以分类思考的题号，其中，“22, 122”这样的内容表示22和122的“issue”部分是相同的或相似的。

64 / 131 / 105, 106, 126 / 22, 122 / 5, 117 / 40, 47, 90 / 24, 29, 52 / 58 / 44, 75, 84 / 7 / 80, 88 / 139 / 49/ 79, 146 / 57 / 133 / 89 / 8, 111, 149 / 87 / 103

第三节　根据具体性指令综合分析题目

通过上一节的分析，考生应该对于如何分析issue、如何考虑观点的复杂性有了一定的了解。为了更深入地了解GRE中analyze an issue题库中公布的所有试题，我们可以对每道题目都分别按照上一节中的六种方法展开思考。下面给出每一种方法可能适用的题目，如果有不清楚的或者不是很容易想明白的题目，请参考本书后面给出的详细分析。





1. 分类讨论



分类标准：


1. 按时间分类：短期，长期；小时候，长大，成年，老年；古代，现代；小学，中学，大学

64 / 6, 14, 96, 116 / 40, 47, 90 / 24, 29, 52 / 81, 95 / 101 / 58 / 93 / 45, 138 / 30, 83 / 55 / 19 / 115,139 / 38 / 78

2. 按领域分类：学科，政治，教育，科学，艺术

36, 72 / 91 / 27 / 108, 110 / 73 / 143 / 2 / 22, 122 / 117 / 23 / 48, 92 / 42 / 82, 97, 100, 124 / 58 / 7 /55 / 19 / 16, 50, 86, 114, 115, 139 / 60 / 62, 94, 147 / 123, 128 / 34, 49, 76, 118 / 41 / 61 / 66 / 141 / 87 /103

3. 按国家地域分类：贫穷的地域，有钱的地域

23, 131 / 117 / 6, 14, 96, 116 / 82, 97, 100, 124 / 7 / 10, 125, 148 / 31, 63, 67 / 12, 25 / 19

4. 按人类的需求分类：

28, 85, 113, 120, 121, 127, 145 / 80, 88 / 94 / 130

5. 按范围分类：个人，社会，全球

34, 49, 76, 118

2. 正负分析

1, 26 / 43 / 132 / 23, 131 / 59 / 91 / 105, 106, 126 / 56 / 22, 122 / 77 / 28, 85, 113, 120, 121, 127, 145 /3, 15, 20, 32, 35, 39, 98, 129, 135, 136, 137 / 13, 46, 70, 102, 112, 140 / 54 / 6, 14, 96, 116 / 37 / 47, 90/ 24, 29, 52 / 48, 92 / 42 / 82, 97, 100, 124 / 81, 95 / 101 / 58 / 45, 138 / 30, 83 / 4 / 44, 75, 84 / 7 / 10,125, 148 / 31, 63, 67 / 12, 25 / 80, 88 / 16, 50, 86, 114, 115, 139 / 60 / 62, 94, 147 / 18 / 69 / 11, 99 / 38/ 78 / 123, 128 / 34, 49, 76, 118 / 9, 57, 74, 133, 134 / 119 / 21 / 65 / 8, 111, 149 / 130 / 66 / 144

3. 可调和分析

28, 85, 113, 120, 121, 127, 145 / 51, 71 / 16, 50, 86, 114, 115, 139 / 60 / 69 / 123, 128 / 130

4. 前提分析

59 / 36 / 73 / 3, 15, 20, 32, 35, 39, 98, 129, 135, 137 / 6 / 30, 83 / 31, 63, 67 / 19 / 60 / 94 / 65 / 53

5. 充分必要分析

23, 36, 72, 131 / 59 / 91 / 105, 106, 126 / 2 / 22, 122 / 77 / 5, 117 / 3, 15, 20, 32, 35, 39, 98, 129, 135,136, 137 / 40, 47, 90 / 30, 83 / 4 / 44, 75, 84 / 7 / 12, 25 / 80, 88 / 62, 94, 147 / 9, 57, 74, 133, 134 / 119/ 65 / 89 / 8, 111, 149 / 87 / 103 / 144

6. 切分分析

64 / 131 / 105, 106, 126 / 22, 122 / 5, 117 / 40, 47, 90 / 24, 29, 52 / 58 / 44, 75, 84 / 7 / 80, 88 / 139 / 49 / 79, 146 / 57 / 133 / 89 / 8, 111, 149 / 87 / 103

但是在新GRE的issue分析中，一定要按照具体性指令回答问题，这个内容我们已经在第三章第一节中给出了详细的解释。这里，我们结合前面的六种方法，再来考虑一下如何通过以上的方法来回应具体性指令。

下面给出每一个具体性指令的分析，具体的解释可以参考第三章第一节，这里重点是从分析方法角度来看对要求的回应。




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

一般而言，这种具体性指令要求做分类讨论(case-by-case)，讨论在具体的方面该观点是否有效。当然也可以用正负分析(pros and cons)，但是需要注意的是，一定要在正分析或者负分析里面切入更细节的层次，才能满足在哪些具体的方面该观点是否合理。

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

一般而言，这种题目都是按照不同的标准进行分类讨论(case-by-case)，这样就可以满足在具体的条件下该观点是否合理的要求。

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

这个指令采取正负分析和分类讨论就可以了。但是必须考虑到别人怎么反驳你的观点。比如，可以在正负分析的时候，将“正”作为自己的观点，然后对相反的观点(即负分析)进行分析即可。当然，也可以直接考虑相反的观点或理由或例子，然后对其进行考虑，具体的方法在第十章第四节会详细分析与举例。

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

这种题目是“有人认为某某观点，也有人认为某某观点”的issue题目，你可以采纳任何一方的观点，但是另一方的观点也必须考虑。比如：有人认为A是对的，但是有人认为B是对的。假如你同意A而反对B，你可以讨论A的优点，并且要涉及B的缺点，简单说还是做基本的正负分析或者分类讨论。当然你可以分析A和B是不矛盾的，更同意A的原因是做了A能够同时满足B。这里可能会用到可调和分析(reconcilability)。

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

这种题目针对的是claim和reason的issue题目，这种题目一定要进行切分法(segmentation)展开。

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

这个题目还是主要采取正负分析和分类讨论的方法，只是在每一个层面都需要考虑结果，本质上说，就是要分析因果关系，这种说理推理的方法在第十章第二节的内容会详细解释和举例。

掌握了所有的分析方法和具体指令之后，就可以完全深入地分析GRE的issue题库的题目了，尽管本书后面对题库中的每一道题目都有深入的分析，但是考生必须多阅读其他课外书籍，多独立思考issue话题，多与同学和老师共同探讨这些问题的复杂性，而不要写出跟本书完全一样的内容。这里必须警告的是，如果你写的跟本书内容一模一样，极其有可能被判雷同。本书的题目分析(包括本章和后面的所有题目分析)都是为了给考生的思路做一个扩展，所以具体的英文提纲需要你在受其启发，然后深入思考之后写出。本书的最终目的是启发思维，而不是限制思维。












第十章　Issue中间段落发展与首尾段写作

第一节　中间段落展开方法

本章的学习和阅读要基于第六章的学术英语写作中“如何写一个段落”，尤其是第二节中逻辑切分方法(logical division)的知识和第九章中常见的分析方法与手段，所以在阅读本章之前，请再次确认上面两个部分已经完全理解。

在GRE的Analyze an issue任务中，中间段落的发展本质上和学术英语写作段落发展的思路是完全一样的，在第六章第二节中所探讨的所有方法都适用，包括：按照时间顺序发展；按照过程发展；按照空间顺序发展；按照例证展开发展；按照比较和对比发展；按照因果分析发展；按照分类分析发展。这些具体的方式都在第六章做了详细的解释和举例，所以本章不再赘述。但是这里针对ETS官方题库，我们选取了最为常见的论证方法，即分类分析、因果分析和例证展开这三种方法。本节将针对题库中的试题，详细讲解这三种方法到底如何运用于issue写作的中间段中；介绍GRE写作中特色论证方法的展开：如何考虑相反观点，并且如何作出回应。


1. 因果分析展开方法(cause-and-effect)


因果分析的展开方法是一种最基本的推理方法，正如第六章第二节对因果的分析一样，有三种最为基本的因果分析是必须要掌握的。


第一种
 ，也就是最基本的，叫做分析某事物的起因或者结果，或同时分析其起因和结果。常见的展开模式有：


分析模式：
 分析一个或者若干个原因导致了这个问题(或观点、概念)。分析该观点会导致一个或若干个结果。在写作中，这个模式是用来评价某个idea是否有效，如果该观点导致的结果是正评价的，那么这个观点就是有效的；如果该观点会导致一些非常不利的结果，那么这个观点是不容易让人接受的。
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例1(24) The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在这道题中，我们可以就若干个观点进行因果分析，重点分析该观点所产生的结果。先列提纲，后面给出段落实例。


[提纲1]
 主体段落之一，表扬积极行为的好处。




1. praising positive actions +:

1.1 children: praise → self-esteem and self-confidence

1.2 students: positive feedback → motivating force → greater academic achievement

1.3 employees: praise → productivity and loyalty


[段落实例]


The recommendation that parents, teachers, and employers praise positive actions is generally good advice. For young children positive reinforcement is critical in the development of healthy self-esteem and self-confidence. For students appropriate positive feedback serves as a motivating force, which spurs them on to greater academic achievement. For employees, appropriately administered praise enhances productivity and employee loyalty, and makes for a more congenial and pleasant work environment overall.


[提纲2]
 主体段落之二，过度表扬的坏处。

2. praising positive actions-:

2.1 employees: praise → patronizing

2.2 students: unevenly praise → teacher's pet


[段落实例]


While recommending praise for positive actions is fundamentally sound advice, this advice should carry with it certain caveats. First, some employees and older students might feel excessive praise to be patronizing or paternalistic. Secondly, praise should be administered fairly and evenhandedly. By issuing more praise to one student than to others, a teacher might cause one recipient to be labeled by classmates as teacher's pet, even if the praise is well deserved or badly needed. If the result is to alienate other students, then the praise might not be justified. Similarly, at the workplace a supervisor must be careful to issue praise fairly and evenhandedly, or risk accusations of undue favoritism, or even discrimination.


例2(6) A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

在这道题目里面可以分析一下统一课程之后带来了什么结果，当然有好的，也有不好的。这里看一个段落例子——统一课程的好处。


[提纲]


+:

1. beneficial in a number of respects

1.1 common core curriculum → reasonably informed

1.2 common core curriculum → easily build syllables and materials

1.3 common core curriculum → core values


[段落实例]


A national core curriculum would be beneficial to a nation in a number of respects. First of all, by providing all children with fundamental skills and knowledge, a common core curriculum would help ensure that our children grow up to become reasonably informed, productive members of society. In addition, a common core curriculum would provide a predictable foundation upon which college administrators and faculty could more easily build curricula and select course materials for freshmen that are neither below nor above their level of educational experience. Finally, a core curriculum would ensure that all schoolchildren are taught core values upon which any democratic society depends to thrive, and even survive—values such as tolerance of others with different viewpoints, and respect for others.





例3(75) In this age of intensive media coverage, it is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

分析该现象的原因。这里讨论一个段落的展开方法。


[提纲]


1. the first reason has to do with the profit-seeking of media.

Cause: profit-seeking entities → scandal. No hero exists anymore.


[段落实例]


The chief reason why I generally agree with the statement has to do with the forces that motivate the media in the first place. The media generally consist of profit-seeking entities, whose chief objective is to maximize profits for their shareholders or other owners. Moreover, our corporate culture has sanctioned this objective by codifying it as a fiduciary obligation of any corporate executive. For better or worse, in our society media viewers, readers, and listeners find information about the misfortunes and misdeeds of others, especially heroic public figures, far more compelling than information about their virtues and accomplishments. In short, we love a good scandal. One need look no further than the newsstand, local television news broadcast, or talk show to find ample evidence that this is the case. Thus in order to maximize profits the media are simply giving the public what they demand scrutiny of heroic public figures that serves to diminish their reputation.


第二种
 ，也就是因果链，为了让推理更有说服力，我们会在发展因果的过程中把整个推理过程罗列出来。也有两种模式：

模式一：某观点是否合理的逻辑推理。由某观点进行因果链的推理，该观点(idea)会导致M1，而M1会导致M2, M2会导致M3，这样若干个(或一个)M之后，最终得到一个在价值上正面或者负面的结果，由此来评价该观点的合理性。
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模式二：正面A能导致B的因果链推理过程。在写作中，主要用于阐明一个过程，一个因果关系。比如前面举过的例子。A表示咳嗽，B表示死亡，咳嗽导致死亡一定没有说服力，但是咳嗽(A)导致肺炎(M1)，而肺炎导致原本衰弱的心脏(M2)受到不良的影响，最终导致死亡(B)，这个过程就是有说服力的。
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例4(130) Some people believe that corporations have a responsibility to promote the well-being of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that the only responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to make as much money as possible.





Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

对于这道题我们可以先找到一个分论点：企业应该获取足够多的盈利。评价这个观点是否合理，我们可以对其进行不断推理，找到最后的结果，通过正负来进行评价。比如这里认为这句话是有道理的：


[提纲]


1. profit maximization is the ethical

1.1 profit-seeking → encourage enterprise, individuals enter the marketplace for profit → competition → lower price → serve the interests of consumers

1.2 maximizing profits → stakeholders, broad participation in enterprise → expands economy → overall quality of life


[段落实例]


By affirming that profit maximization within legal bounds is the most ethical behavior possible for business, we encourage private enterprise, and more individuals enter the marketplace in the quest of profits. The inevitable result of increased competition is lower prices and better products, both of which serve the interests of consumers. Moreover, since maximizing profits enhances the wealth of a company' s stakeholders, broad participation in private enterprise raises the wealth of a nation, expands its economy, and raises its overall standard of living and quality of life.


例5(7) Some people believe that government funding of the arts is necessary to ensure that the arts can flourish and be available to all people. Others believe that government funding of the arts threatens the integrity of the arts.


Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

对于这道题，我们有一个分论点需要证明：政府支持艺术就能帮助解决其他社会问题。其实可以分析A(政府支持艺术)导致B(解决许多棘手的社会问题)模式。


[提纲]
 一个段落提纲。

1. supporting arts helps solve other pressing social problems

1.1 art lifts spirit → more in touch with humanity → charitable → help those unfortunate


[段落实例]



A second argument against the speaker's position has to do with the function and ultimate objectives of art. Art serves to lift the human spirit and to put us more in touch with our feelings, foibles, and fate in short, with our own humanity. With a heightened sensitivity to the human condition, we become more others-oriented, less self-centered, more giving of ourselves. In other words, we become a more charitable society—more willing to give to those less fortunate than ourselves in the ways with which the speaker is concerned.
 The speaker might argue, of course, that we do a disservice to others when we lend a helping hand by enabling them to depend on us to survive. However, at the heart of this specious argument lies a certain coldness and lack of compassion that, in my view, any society should seek to discourage. Besides, the argument leads inexorably to certain political, philosophical, and moral issues that this brief essay cannot begin to address.

(重点看下划线部分)。


第三种：
 就是取非的方法进行推理。所谓取非，就是如何分析A这个事物或者观点是否有效，我们可以证明如果没有A会导致什么结果，本质上和前面的分析一样，要么寻找其结果，要么寻找逻辑链，通过没有A所导致的结果来判断A是否有价值。比如题库第23题：Governments should place few, if any, restrictions onscientific research and development. 我们可以分析，如果政府不去限制科学研究与发展会带来什么结果。这个结果可能是好的：科学如果没有了来自政府的压力，就会繁荣多样地发展；也可能是不好的：带来许多负面问题，比如核技术研究带来核泄漏和世界变得不安宁等。很多时候采取这样的推理模式：我们应该做A，否则就会导致不好的结果，而“否则”本身就是取非的概念。所以取非思路用于正面推理比较不方便的时候，但是本质上还是和前两种思路完全一样。





例6(24) The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

同样，我们对某一个观点的合理性进行分析。“偶尔忽略孩子的小错误”是合理的观点，可以用因果推理中的取非思想，也就是讨论如果不这样做导致的结果；或者说应该偶尔忽略孩子的小错误，否则会怎样。


[提纲]
 仅仅一个段落的提纲。

3. minor peccadilloes can be overlooked

3.1 cause: natural learning process; curiosity

3.2 otherwise:

students: stop trying to learn

employees: less loyal


[段落实例]


As for ignoring negative actions, I agree that minor peccadilloes can, and in many cases should, be overlooked. Mistakes and other negative actions are often part of the natural learning process. Young children are naturally curious, and parents should not scold their children for every broken plate or precocious act. Otherwise, children do not develop a healthy sense of wonder and curiosity, and will not learn what they must in order to make their own way in the world. Teachers should avoid rebuking or punishing students for faulty reasoning, incorrect responses to questions, and so forth. Otherwise, students might stop trying to learn altogether. And employees who know they are being monitored closely for any sign of errant behavior are likely to be less productive, more resentful of their supervisors, and less loyal to their employers.


例7(69) Some people believe it is often necessary, even desirable, for political leaders to withhold information from the public. Others believe that the public has a right to be fully informed.


Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

我们首先承认政治领导人在某些情况下是应该隐藏信息的。我们可以讨论如果坦白会导致什么结果。


[提纲]


1. in order to gain the effective leadership, a would-be leader must maintain power

maintain power → (otherwise) vulnerability and naivete → failure to hold the power


[段落实例]





One reason for my fundamental agreement with the speaker is that in order to gain the opportunity for effective public leadership, a would-be leader must first gain and maintain political power. In the game of politics, complete forthrightness is a sign of vulnerability and naivety, neither of which earns a politician respect among his or her opponents, and which those opponents will use to defeat the politician. In my observation some measure of pandering to the electorate is necessary to gain and maintain political leadership. For example, were all politicians to fully disclose every personal foible, character flaw, and detail concerning personal life, few honest politicians would ever by elected. While this view might seem cynical, personal scandals have in fact proven the undoing of many a political career; thus I think this view is realistic.


2. 分类分析展开方法(classification)


分类分析的方法对于GRE的issue写作来说非常重要和常用，因为分类就是一种重要的分析手段。段落内部的分类分析，有点像文章的分类讨论(case-by-case)思想。该段落的主题句中有抽象的概念，我们需要找到该概念的若干个下义词进行展开。当然这些下义词的逻辑关系可以是完全并列的(给出不同的领域或者具体情形)，也可以是按照时间或者空间的顺序展开，还可以按照范围的顺序展开(个人、社会和全球)。言外之意，在前面的分类讨论中，所有分类标准在中间段落展开的时候，依然可以适用。另外，在分类之后，每一类的讨论可以采取刚才学习到的因果分析法。下面我们通过GRE写作中具体的例子来进一步学习如何在段落内部进行分类展开。


例1(56) Many important discoveries or creations are accidental: it is usually while seeking the answer to one question that we come across the answer to another.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

比如这里要证明一个段落的主题句：在很多情况下，发现是一种偶然。我们可以就“发现”的领域来进行具体分类分析(段落内部分类讨论)。


[提纲]


1. discovery often occurs accidentally

1.1 geography: Columbus discovered continent

1.2 science: Fleming discovered penicillin

1.3 anthropology: archeological artifacts


[段落实例]


Turning first to discoveries, I agree that discovery often occurs when we unexpectedly happen upon something in our quest for something else—such as an answer to an unrelated question or a solution to an unrelated problem. A variety of geographical, scientific, and anthropological discoveries aptly illustrates this point. In search of a trade route to the West Indies Columbus discovered instead an inhabited continent unknown to Europeans; and during the course of an unrelated experiment Fleming accidentally discovered penicillin. In search of answers to questions about marine organisms, oceanographers often happen upon previously undiscovered, and important, archeological artifacts and geological phenomena; conversely, in their quest to understand the Earth's structure and history geologists often stumble upon important human artifacts. In light of the foregoing examples, "intentional discovery" might seem an oxymoron; yet in fact it is not. Many important discoveries are anticipated and sought out purposefully.





例2(93) Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more important than the reality or truth behind that image.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

对于这道题目我们可以分析发展一个段落：从短期的商业角度来看，形象很重要。这里很明显，要发展需要对商业领域进行具体的分类分析。


[提纲1]


1. image is more important in the business world

1.1 automobile industry

competition → image advertising

1.2 book-publishing business

1.3 music industry


[段落实例]


The important role of image is particularly evident in the business world. Consider, for example, today's automobile industry. American cars are becoming essentially identical to competing Japanese cars in nearly every mechanical and structural respect, as well as in price. Thus to compete effectively auto companies must now differentiate their products largely through image advertising, by conjuring up certain illusory benefits—such as machismo, status, sensibility, or fun. The increasing focus on image is also evident in the book-publishing business. Publishers are relying more and more on the power of their brands rather than the content of their books. Today mass-market books are supplanted within a year with products that are essential the same—except with fresh faces, rifles, and other promotional angles. I find quite telling the fact that today more and more book publishers are being acquired by large media companies. And the increasing importance of image is especially evident in the music industry, where originality, artistic interpretation, and technical proficiency have yielded almost entirely to sex appeal.

对于这道题目我们还可以从另外一个段落展开：从长远来看，形象要让位于事实。很明显，也可以从不同的小的类别来展开。


[提纲]




3. in the longer term, image yields to substance

3.1 cigarette smoking advertising

3.2 popular music with nothing truly innovative

3.3 best-selling books

3.4 Teddy Roosevelt: Panama Canal and National Park System


[段落实例]


In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro man ultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking. Popular musical acts with nothing truly innovative to offer musically eventually disappear from the music scene. And anyone who frequents yard sales knows that today's best-selling books often become tomorrow's pulp. Even in politics, I think history has a knack for peeling away image to focus on real accomplishments. I think history will remember Teddy Roosevelt, for example, primarily for building the Panama Canal and for establishing our National Park System—and not for his rough-and-ready wardrobe.





例3(76) We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

比如有一个观点：人类知识是通过与相反观点人的辩论中获得。这个地方也进行分类分析，分为不同范围的相反观点：个人层面、社会层面和全球层面。


[提纲]


1. human knowledge advances through debate

1.1 personal level: teenagers and parents

teenagers: listening to parents' rules → behave naturally

parent: listening to teenagers' concern → effective parenting

1.2 community level: environmental activist and factory

environmental activist: dialogue → legitimate economic concerns

factory: potential public health price

1.3 at the global level: understand other's concern → mutually beneficial agreement


[段落实例]


Aside from the foregoing two provisos, however, I fundamentally disagree with the speaker's claim. Assuming common grounds between the two rational and reasonable opponents willing to debate on intellectual merits, both opponents stand to gain much from that debate. Indeed it is primarily through such debate that human knowledge advances, whether at the personal, community, or global level. At the personal level, by listening to their parents'rationale for their seemingly oppressive rules and policies teenagers can learn how certain behaviors naturally carry certain undesirable consequences. At the same time, by listening to their teenagers'concerns about autonomy and about peer pressures parents can learn the valuable lesson that effective parenting and control are two different things. At the community level, through dispassionate dialogue an environmental activist can come to understand the legitimate economic concerns of those whose jobs depend on the continued profitable operation of a factory. Conversely, the latter might stand to learn much about the potential public health price to be paid by ensuring job growth and a low unemployment rate. Finally, at the global level, two nations with opposing political or economic interests can reach mutually beneficial agreements by striving to understand the other's legitimate concerns for its national security, its political sovereignty, the stability of its economy and currency, and so forth.


例4(123) The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government, industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

对于这道题目首先我们分析一个观点：未来的领袖所遇到的问题需要全球合作。显然，要论证这个问题,我们需要对所遇到的具体问题进行分类分析。


[提纲]





1. tomorrow's leaders will face the problems that call for international cooperation

1.1 weapons of mass destruction

1.2 emissions that destroy ozone

1.3 global epidemics


[段落实例]


The chief reason why we should stress cooperation in nurturing young people today is that, as tomorrow' s leaders, they will face pressing societal problems that simply cannot be solved apart from cooperative international efforts. For example, all nations will need to cooperate in an effort to disarm themselves of weapons of mass destruction; to reduce harmful emissions which destroy ozone and warm the Earth to dangerous levels; to reduce consumption of the Earth's finite natural resources; and to cure and prevent diseases before they become global epidemics. Otherwise, we all risk self-destruction. In short, global peace, economic stability, and survival of the species provide powerful reasons for developing educational paradigms that stress cooperation over competition.


3. 例证展开方法(case or exemplification)


第三种论证方法是采取用例子证明观点的形式。在前面已经多次提及，论据本身是不足以证明观点的，最主要的是要对证据和例子进行分析和解释，主要讨论这个例子是如何证明你的观点的。言外之意，GRE写作是以观点作为主导，是先有了观点，先有了想分析的东西，只不过用一个例子说明这个观点会比较容易且更易于理解。很多考生在备考过程中的一个最大的误区就是，大量背诵例子，在考场上只是默写例子，殊不知如果没有对例子进行分析的话，那么这个例子本身是没有任何说服力的。

另外，既然是以观点作为主导，那么例子的重要性远远不及观点，并且是易于被取代的。在本书后面具体分析了题库中的每一个题目，后面都有许多观点(有时候会简单举例)，但是无论阅读本书还是其他的任何书籍，都不要照抄书中的例子以及对例子的分析，因为这样有被判为雷同从而被取消考试成绩的风险。但是正如刚才所言，能证明一个观点的例子有无数个，考生在准备每一个题目的时候，应该自己找好最能够证明自己观点的例子。

比如，在题库中有这么一道题：


(56)Many important discoveries or creations are accidental: it is usually while seeking the answer to one question that we come across the answer to another.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

这道题目如果有这么一个分论点，分析如下：

正负分析。

+: 的确，很多时候偶然发现很常见。比如：与West Indies的贸易导致哥伦布发现了新大陆; Fleming偶然发现了青霉素；电磁感性的现象也是偶然的发现；很多化学上的新元素也是偶然发现的；海洋学家经常偶然发现海底的新生物和考古学证据。

当然，本书后面罗列了几个例子，你可以就一个仔细分析，也可以进行细节排比式的分类分析。当然，理解了这个论证之后，你可以写出完全不一样的例子，只要能证明人类历史上的发现是偶然的即可。但是你也可以事先准备更多的跟本书或其他书籍不一样的例子，它们同样也能证明这一点，这样可以避免雷同和陈词滥调。比如：

(1) 伟哥：“伟哥”英文名是“Viagra”。众所周知，伟哥最初是用来治疗咽峡炎的药物。1992年厂家在对药物进行临床观察时却偶然发现，伟哥还能治疗阳萎病症。




(2) LSD迷幻药：Lysergic Acid Diethylamide。研究该药物的最初目的是治疗一种早期流传于欧洲的怪病，但在无意间试用后，阿尔伯特·霍夫曼却经历了人类历史上第一次“迷幻之旅”。

(3) 伦琴射线(X射线): 19世纪，德国科学家威廉·伦琴使用实验器材时却偶然发现自己的手骨在墙壁上留下了投影。最终，他确信这是一种具有很强穿透性的射线。

(4) 青霉素：亚历山大·弗莱明原来从事流感研究工作。他在实验室里培养了一些葡萄球菌——一种引起传染性皮肤病的常见细菌。一次非常偶然的机会，由于疏忽而忘记为一个盛有葡萄球菌的培植盘子盖上盖子，结果他发现盘子中生长出的青色霉菌将周围的葡萄球菌全部杀死了。

(5) 人造糖精：科学家们在研究煤碳焦油的衍生物时偶然发现的。

(6) 微波炉：第二次世界大战中被盟军用于雷达设施。美国Raytheon公司一位名叫皮尔斯·斯朋塞尔的工程师因口袋中的巧克力被磁控管熔化而引发了微波炉生产热潮。

(7) 白兰地酒：中世纪时代的商人们为了让葡萄酒在运输过程中少占地方和延长保质期而将酒中的水分蒸馏掉。但后来有些擅长投机的商人在酒被运输到目的地后并没有将酒恢复到原来的模样，这样就产生了白兰地。

我们惊讶地发现，这所有例子的模型都是一样的，所以学会根据模型改写例子是非常重要的能力。一旦了解了自己的观点，可以有目标的在书中或者网络上搜索任何例子。

互联网是一个非常有效的应用资源，你可以根据你的观点(一定是现有观点和想法)和该观点的关键词在网络上进行搜索，既可以直接搜索英文网页，也可以搜索中文网页，然后翻译成英文表达即可。事实上，GRE准备中最难的并不是举例，而是有分析和观点，因为例子只是证明这些观点的工具，本书帮助考生如何思考每一道GRE试题，搜索例子将会变得简单，下面举例说明这个操作过程。


(65)Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and resist unjust laws.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

对于这道题，我们的头脑风暴可以作出许多思考，在思考的基础上，我们可以想到或者在我们曾经学习的记忆中甚至是互联网中搜索到许多例子，下面给出了一个分析(不是大纲，而且思考的点远远多于在考场上需写到的点)。


• 前提分析：


法律可以分为正义和非正义。法律很多时候没有正义和非正义之分，只是为了调和不同的利益集团、不同人群的价值和利益，让社会更加有序。

(1) 法律是否正义基于不同的价值取向和文化习惯
 。比如“禁止堕胎”在“人应该自由选择自己生活的权利”的人看来是一个不正义的法律；但是在某些具有宗教价值观的人眼里也许是合理的，他们认为不应该杀害生命。

(2) 法律正义与否还要基于利益基础
 。很多不同的利益集团一般只会考虑自己的党派或者机构的利益，从而无法判断价值。比如“禁止排放污水”可能在环保主义者或者许多大众眼里就是正义的法律，但是在工厂的董事会眼里一定是非正义的法律，而工厂和大众都是法律应该保护的对象。

(3) 法律是平衡利益的，所以不可能保证对所有的人都是完全公平的，重点是保护大部分人的利益
 。比如税收法律对于有钱人来说是非正义的，对于收入低的人是正义的，但是这样的做法有利于保护大部分人的利益，而有钱人挣更多的钱，也占用了更多的社会资源，因此作出一定的社会贡献也是有必要的。所以从平衡利益的角度出发，这样的做法也是合理的，尽管不是对每一个公民都公平。





• 正负分析：


支持正义法律，反对非正义法律的好处：

(1) 支持正义法律保证了法律的权威性。如果有人认为正义有人认为不正义，这会导致有人执行有人反对，最终会带来很大的社会混乱。

(2) 反对非正义的法律，能够让法律的制定者更多考虑法律的合理性，有利于社会的公平与公正。如果没有反对只有遵从，就会导致暴政和压制。

(3) 法律会随着时间变化。原来正义的法律现在可能不正义了，比如婚姻财产法。因为时间的变化导致价值观和生活水平的变化。

支持正义法律，反对非正义法律的弊端：

(1) 有时候反对非正义法律是无效行为。

反对：政府为了压制这种反对会走向另一个极端。比如税收不合理，如果有人反对抗税的话，政府或许会提高税率来保障有足够的税收。所以问题不仅没有解决，反而走向了相反的方向。

(2) 有时候反对非正义法律会导致另外一个违法和有害行为。

有时候反对非正义的法律导致的结果是造成更多的违法行为。


• 充分必要考虑：


遇到非正义法律不仅有遵守和反抗两种选择，有时候还可以做别的：比如去建议政府，以此来使非正义的法律变成正义的。

这里重点分析标注下划线的部分。这是反对的第一个层面，法律不能简单分为正义和非正义，需要从三个具体层面展开，想到这三个具体的点是有难度的。如果例子分析推理都一样，就会雷同。比如下面来思考一下，运用头脑风暴来想出许多个可取代的例子。

(1) 法律是否正义基于不同的价值取向和文化习惯
 。

对于这个观点，当然可以写禁止堕胎的法律。其实类似很难根据价值取向分析的法律还可以想到很多：比如死刑是不是正义的；医生对于重患者能不能用安乐死；这些都是很难评价的。而这几个例子都能在我们的记忆中搜寻到。

(2) 法律正义与否还要基于利益基础
 。

排放污水的例子当然很好，但是如果考虑到不同利益集团，法律就无法判断排放污水是否正义。也可以上网搜索中文或英文关键词：just unjust law, 比如，网上有一篇文章“Just and Unjust Laws: According to Dr. Martin Luther King jr.”，这篇文章引用了“Letter from Birmingham City Jail”里面很多好的素材，这里选取一段：

He is using the example of certain Nazi laws. The Nazis occupied my country (The Netherlands) as well as many other countries. They made and enforced terrible laws here. For instance: It was illegal to hide Jews in one's home from the Nazis. But, if one hid a Jew despite it being illegal, one saved a life: Jews that would get caught would be sent to and imprisoned in camps. Mostly, of course, death camps.

把这段话进行加工处理就是一个很好的例子：希特勒在德国干的每一个勾当都是“合法的”，而匈牙利自由战士在匈牙利做的每一件事皆是“非法的”。在希特勒统治下的德国，帮助、安慰犹太人是“非法的”。当然这个事件是不够的，需要分析：基于不同的利益基础，法律的正义与否无法判断。

(3) 法律是需要平衡利益的，所以不可能保证对所有人都是完全公平的，重点是保护大部分人的利益。
 很多人看了上面的税收法律觉得有说服力，但是自己想不到其他例子。其实还是可以搜索，在搜索引擎搜索“法律平衡利益举例”，比如，有一篇“公共利益的法律界定与实务研究”的文章，文章中有这么一段话可以作为很好的参考：




根据我国宪法和法律的规定，为了公共利益的需要，国家可以征收土地。但在一些地方，在“公共利益”的谎言下，农民赖以生存的土地被非法侵夺，公民依法享有所有权的住宅被强制拆迁。这已成为目前我国社会生活中较为突出和经常激化的矛盾之一，不仅严重损害了百姓的切身利益，更严重消减了政府的威信和带来社会的不安定情绪。

这里处理了信息之后可以马上写出一个例子：一条关于征收为了建设和开发所需要的土地法律,对于不同的利益集团，是否正义都是不一定的。而法律就是要去调和开发商、土地拥有者和政府之间的关系。

除了要有准备例子的思路，还需要对论据常见的形式有所把握。常见的论据形式如下：


• 数据分析(statistics)


数据分析往往会客观而有说服力地证明观点，比如：


例1:
 [Assertion] Most Americans are Protestant, whereas the Jewish faith is the least represented in America.

[Statistics] Sixty-one percent of all Americans are Protestant, making it the largest religion in the United States. Two percent of all Americans are Jewish, making it the smallest religion in the United States.


例2:
 [Assertion] Do you realize that you have to work several months to pay your annual taxes?

[Statistics] Did you know that the average American citizen must work from January 1 through May 3, or 123 days, to pay off federal, state, and local taxes?

很明显，下面的证据会比上面的表达更加有说服力且更加学术。比如：


例1(31) Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those species is the result of human activities.


Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

这道题目可以有这样一个分论点：

According to this argument, to the extent that endangerment is the result of anthropogenic events such as dear-cutting of forests or polluting of lakes and streams, we humans have a duty to take affirmative measures to protect the species whose survival we've placed in jeopardy.

这里可以用数据表达“clear-cutting of forests or polluting of lakes and streams”的具体数据(可以但不必十分精确)。但是不要为了数字而数字，有时候论据本身就很有说服力了，没有必要一定要用数据分析。

在GRE写作中，我们会发现，仅仅只有数字是根本无法证明观点的，需要对出现该数字的原因进行分析,也就是因果分析。下面举例分析：


例2(91) The primary goal of technological advancement should be to increase people's efficiency so that they have more leisure time.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




这里有一个主体段落：反对该观点，我们没有更多的休闲时光。这非常容易用数据来说明问题。但是数据本身还不够，需要解释：为什么科学技术进步了，生产效率提高了，休闲时光反而少了呢?不然这个数据就没有意义。下面我们来看看这个段落：

The chief reason for my disagreement lies in the empirical proof: with technological advancement comes diminished leisure time. In 1960 the average U.S. family included only one breadwinner, who worked just over 40 hours per week. Since then the average work week has increased steadily to nearly 60 hours today; and in most families there are now two breadwinners. What explains this decline in leisure despite increasing efficiency that new technologies have brought about? I contend that technology itself is the culprit behind the decline. We use the additional free time that technology affords us not for leisure but rather for work. As computer technology enables greater and greater office productivity it also raises our employers'expectations—or demands—for production. Further technological advances breed still greater efficiency and, in turn, expectations. Our spiraling work load is only exacerbated by the competitive business environment in which nearly all of us work today. Moreover, every technological advance demands our time and attention in order to learn how to use the new technology. Time devoted to keeping pace with technology depletes time for leisure activities.

这是一个非常漂亮的段落，首先给出数据，然后对数据产生的原因进行深入分析和解释，这样的数据才是有价值的。

• 引用(quotation)


有时候为了证明自己的观点往往会引用一个观点或者一个事实，引用的这个观点可以是某个名人曾经说过的，也可以是某个老师、教授、同学等说的，也可以是从某本书或小说里面引用的。既可以引用这些观点来证明自己的观点，也可以引用之后对该引用进行反驳。很多人误以为必须要引用名人名言，于是把大量的时间花在背诵名人名言上。再次强调，GRE写作最重要的是分析和思考，引用也是为观点服务。下面我们一起来分析一下观点和引用的区别：


例1:
 [Assertion] We must all have goals in our lives.

[Quotation] Benjamin E. Mays, former President of Morehouse College, once stated, "The tragedy of life does not lie in not reaching your goal. The tragedy lies in having no goal to reach."

例2: [Assertion] I think that people become stronger individuals as they work through their problems.

[Quotation] According to Dr. M. Scott Peck, psychologist and author of the best-selling book The Road Less Traveled, "It is only because of problems that we grow mentally and spiritually"

下面这个例子是ETS官方确定的6分作文，里面的引用其实就是作者系主任的一句话，只要能证明自己的观点就可以了。

"In our time, specialists of all kinds are highly over-rated. We need more generalists—people who can provide broad perspectives."

Specialists are necessary in order to allow society as a whole to properly and usefully assimilate the masses of new information and knowledge that have come out of research and have been widely disseminated through mass global media. As the head of Pharmacology at my university once said (and I paraphrase): "I can only research what I do because there are so many who have come before me to whom I can turn for basic knowledge. It is only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step that a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be had. Each person can only hold enough knowledge to add one small rung to the ladder, but together we can climb to the moon." This illustrates the point that our societies level of knowledge and technology is at a stage in which there simply must be specialists in order for our society to take advantage of the information available to us.




我们再看另外一个引用的例子，也是为了证明自己的观点。


例3(66) People who are the most deeply committed to an idea or policy are also the most critical of it.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[分析段落]


Lending credence to this explanation for the paradoxical nature of the speaker's claim are the many historical cases of uneasy marriages between commitment to and criticism of the same idea or policy. For example, Edward Teller, the so-called "father of the atom bomb", was firmly committed to America's policy of gaining military superiority over the Japanese and the Germans; yet at the same time he attempted fervently to dissuade the U.S. military from employing his technology for destruction, while becoming the most visible advocate for various peaceful and productive applications of atomic energy. Another example is George Washington, who was quoted as saying that all the world's denizens "should abhor war wherever they may find it." Yet this was the same military general who played a key role in the Revolutionary War between Britain and the States. A third example was Einstein, who while committed to the mathematical soundness of his theories about relativity could not reconcile them with the equally compelling quantum theory which emerged later in Einstein's life. In fact, Einstein spent the last twenty years of his life criticizing his own theories and struggling to determine how to reconcile them with newer theories.

这个段落发展采取的是分类分析的展开策略，但是每一个层面都是一个例子分析。其中第二个例子是关于华盛顿的，并且引用了他的一句话“all the world's denizens should abhor war wherever they may find it.”，这就是引用的方法。

但是，GRE写作中也可以反对引用的观点，比如下面这个例题：


例4(11) People's behavior is largely determined by forces not of their own making.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

反对该观点的第一个层面的段落如下：

Those who disagree that we tend to restrict our own freedom through our habits and attitudes involving personal and employment relationships might cite the often-heard complaint about life's circumstances leaving one with "no choice." One complaining person might feel trapped in a job or a marriage, by their boss or partner. Another complainant might blame his or her spendthrift habits on enticing advertisements, the pressure to appear successful, and so forth. However, people in situations such as these are not actually at the mercy of others. Instead, they have a significant degree of personal freedom, but simply choose one alternative over others that might be less appealing or even self-defeating. For example, almost every person who blames someone else for being trapped in a job is simply choosing to retain a certain measure of financial security. The choice to forego this security is always available, although it might carry unpleasant consequences.

在这个段落中引用的是大家常常抱怨的一句话“no choice”，并且对这个引用进行反对和分析。


• 叙事(narration)





叙事就是简单地通过一个事件来证明一个道理。比如哥伦布无意中发现了新大陆；弗莱明本来要合成一种化合物但却无意中发明了青霉素；罗斯福虽然形象没有吸引力，但是他建立的国家公园系统、建造的巴拿马运河却流传至今；美国五角大楼的Y2K导弹系统突然失灵，政府先解决问题，然后才向大众公布这个消息。这些都是叙事，下面具体举例来看：

[Assertion] The American West was settled by many adventurous and courageous women.

[Narration] One of the most adventurous and courageous individuals to settle the American West was a woman named Nellie Cashman. In the late 1880s, Nellie lived in various areas of Arizona, working as a miner and eventually operating eleven mines and several grocery stores. She was, as the Tucson Daily Star so aptly stated in October of 1895, "one of the most extraordinary women in America."

这些叙事可以来自你曾经阅读过的任何书籍，包括自然科学、社会科学、小说、政治和经济方面的书籍等。其实一般而言，中国学生的中学课本里面许多例子应用于GRE考试都是可以的。下面通过GRE题库中题目的分析和一个段落的写作，看看是如何叙述的。


例5(80) Nations should suspend government funding for the arts when significant numbers of their citizens are hungry or unemployed.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

证明赞助艺术对艺术事业和公共福利都是有必要的。段落如下：

On the other hand are two compelling arguments that public support for the arts is desirable, whether or not unemployment and hunger have been eliminated. One such argument is that by allocating public resources to the arts we actually help to solve these social problems. Consider Canada's film industry, which is heavily subsidized by the Canadian government, and which provides countless jobs for film-industry workers as a result. The Canadian government also provides various incentives for American production companies to film and produces their movies in Canada. These incentives have sparked a boon for the Canadian economy, thereby stimulating job growth and wealth that can be applied toward education, job training, and social programs. The Canadian example is proof that public arts support can help solve the kinds of social problems with which the speaker is concerned.


例6(69) Some people believe it is often necessary, even desirable, for political leaders to withhold information from the public. Others believe that the public has a right to be fully informed.


Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.

同意该观点的一个论证段落，在这个段落中举了两个例子：

Another reason why I essentially agree with the speaker is that fully disclosing to the public certain types of information would threaten public safety and perhaps even national security. For example, if the President were to disclose the government's strategies for thwarting specific plans of an international terrorist or a drug trafficker, those strategies would surely fail, and the public's health and safety would be compromised as a result. Withholding information might also be necessary to avoid public panic. While such cases are rare, they do occur occasionally. For example, during the first few hours of the new millennium the U.S. Pentagon's missile defense system experienced a Y2K-related malfunction. This fact was withheld from the public until later in the day, once the problem had been solved; and legitimately so, since immediate disclosure would have served no useful purpose and might even have resulted in mass hysteria.





例7(41) The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by their contemporaries.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

在商业领域，一个人的伟大成就有的能够被同时代人认可，有的不能，这个段落正好通过两个例子来分析这两种情况：

In the realm of business, in some cases great achievement is recognizable immediately, while in other cases it is not. Consider on the one hand Henry Ford's assembly-line approach to manufacturing affordable cars for the masses. Even Ford could not have predicted the impact his innovations would have on the American economy and on the modern world. On the other hand, by any measure, Microsoft's Bill Gates has made an even greater contribution than Ford; after all, Gates is largely responsible for lifting American technology out of the doldrums during the 1970s to restore America to the status of economic powerhouse and technological leader of the world. And this contribution is readily recognizable now—as it is happening. Of course, the DOS and Windows operating systems, and even Gates'monopoly, might eventually become historical relics. Yet his greatness is already secured.


• 假设性举例(hypothetical example)


假设性举例是一种重要的举例方法，叙事需要考生记得很多事件，但是假设性举例不需要。所谓假设性举例，就是这件事不真实发生，只是打一个比方而已，而且举例往往以“假设”开头。比如分析一个issue: 只要一个目标有价值，采用任何方式去达到这个目标都是合理的。如果你要反驳这个观点，并且要举例反驳，你可以说“假如一个人想赚更多的钱，于是他去抢劫银行，那么这个行为就是不合理的”。这个例子就是假设性举例，因为这里没有为了赚钱而去抢银行的人，而这个假设性的例子也很好地证明了你的观点。下面通过一些具体的题目来看看如何运用假设性举例。


例8(80) Nations should suspend government funding for the arts when significant numbers of their citizens are hungry or unemployed.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

首先对这个观点作正负分析，标注下划线的部分为假设性举例。

The implicit rationale behind the speaker's statement seems to be that cultural enrichment pales in importance compared to food, clothing, and shelter. That the latter needs are more fundamental is indisputable; after all, what starving person would prefer a good painting to even a bad meal? Accordingly, I concede that when it comes to the use of public resources it is entirely appropriate to assign a lower priority to the arts than to these other pressing social problems. Yet, to postpone public arts funding until we completely eliminate unemployment and hunger would be to postpone arts funding forever; any informed person who believes otherwise is envisioning a pure socialist state where the government provides for all of its citizens' needs—a vision which amounts to fantasy.


例9(49) Claim: We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from those whose views contradict our own.






Reason: Disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

这里有这么一个段落：当两个人基本前提都不一样的时候，相反的观点的确会阻碍学习。下面来看这个段落,仔细阅读并找出假设性举例：

Disagreement can also inhibit learning when two opponents disagree on fundamental assumptions needed for meaningful discourse and debate. For example, a student of paleontology learns little about the evolution of an animal species under current study by debating with an individual whose religious belief system precludes the possibility of evolution to begin with. And, economics and finance students learn little about the dynamics of a laissez-faire system by debating with a socialist whose view is that a centralized power should control all economic activity.

一个古生物学生和一个排斥进化论的宗教学生争论，这个场景显然是假定的，没有真正地发生过。同样也可以这样假设：一个拜金主义者和一个理想主义者争论什么东西是有价值的。其实也没有这两个具体的人出现，这种举例就是假设性举例。


例10(74) Knowing about the past cannot help people to make important decisions today.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

举例证明：历史可以赋予我们灵感。同样也是假设有一个学生，尽管这个学生并未真实存在。

To begin with, learning about great human achievements of the past provides inspiration. For example, a student inspired by the courage and tenacity of history's great explorers might decide as a result to pursue a career in archeology, oceanography, or astronomy. This decision, in turn, can profoundly affect that student's everyday life—in school and beyond. Even for students not inclined to pursue these sorts of careers, studying historical examples of courage in the face of adversity can provide motivation to face their own personal fears in life. In short, learning about grand accomplishments of the past can help us get through the everyday business of living, whatever that business might be, by emboldening us and lifting our spirits.


• 专业知识(academic knowledge)


很多时候，考生可以在GRE中应用自己的专业知识，只要解释清楚，不晦涩就可以。尽管ETS提到GRE写作不是必须要使用专业知识，但是如果你能把你的基本知识加以应用，帮助你论证，就会非常有价值。另外，实际上很多专业知识涉及的仅仅是高中或者大学入门级课程的内容，因为论据只是形式，重要的还是证明观点。


例11(41) The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by their contemporaries.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

如果有物理学的知识可以讨论下面的段落：

By contrast, in the sciences it is difficult to identify greatness without the benefit of historical perspective. Any scientific theory might be disproved tomorrow, thereby demoting the theorist's contribution to the status of historical footnote. Or the theory might withstand centuries of rigorous scientific scrutiny. In any event, a theory may or may not serve as a springboard for later advances in theoretical science. A current example involves the ultimate significance of two opposing theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. Some theorists now claim that a new so-called "string" theory reconciles the two opposing theories—at least mathematically. Yet "strings" have yet to be confirmed empirically. Only time will tell whether string theory indeed provides the unifying laws that all matter in the universe obeys. In short, the significance of contributions made by theoretical scientists cannot be judged by their contemporaries—only by scientists who follow them.





例12(21) Laws should be flexible enough to take account of various circumstances, times, and places.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

如果对具体的法律，比如婚姻财产法有基本了解的话，写出这样的段落是不难的：

Consider, for example, marital property rights, which vary considerably from state to state, and which have evolved considerably over time as inflexible, and unfair, systems have given way to more flexible, fairer ones. In earlier times husbands owned all property acquired during marriage as well as property brought into the marriage by either spouse. Understandably, this rigid and unfair system ultimately gave way to separate-property systems, which acknowledged property rights of both spouses. More recently certain progressive states have adopted even more flexible, and fairer", community property" systems, under which each spouse owns half of all property acquired during the marriage, while each spouse retains a separate-property interest in his or her other property. Yet even these more egalitarian community-property systems can operate unfairly whenever spouses contribute unequally; accordingly, some community-property states are now modifying their systems for even greater flexibility and fairness.

关于例证，我们讨论了例证写作的基本思路、例子准备的常见方法以及论据的常见形式，需要在未来的阅读和写作中更好地理解这些论据是如何说明观点的。因为论据本身的目的只有一个：证明观点。所以永远不要忘了论证。


练习





根据下面的段落，先判断论据的类型和论证方法，然后根据论据的模型，写出同样能证明这个观点的其他例子。



1.
 Consider, for example, the sonar system on which blind bats rely to navigate and especially to seek prey. Researchers have learned that this system is startlingly sophisticated. By emitting audible sounds, then processing the returning echoes, a bat can determine in a nanosecond not only how far away its moving prey is but also the prey's speed, direction, size and even species! This knowledge acquired helps explain, of course, how bats navigate and survive. Yet at the same time this knowledge points out the incredible complexity of the auditory and brain functions of certain animals, even of mere humans, and creates a certain mystery and wonder about how such systems ever evolved organically.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2.
 Consider how a cultural anthropologist's knowledge about an ancient civilization is enhanced not only by the expertise of the archeologist—who unearths the evidence—but ultimately by the expertise of biochemists, geologists, linguists, and even astronomers. By analyzing the hair, nails, blood and bones of mummified bodies, biochemists and forensic scientists can determine the life expectancy, general well-being, and common causes of death of the population. These experts can also ensure the proper preservation of evidence found at the archeological site. A geologist can help identify the source and age of the materials used for tools, weapons, and structures—thereby enabling the anthropologist to extrapolate about the civilization's economy, trades and work habits, life styles, extent of travel and mobility, and so forth. Linguists are needed to interpret hieroglyphics and extrapolate from found fragments of writings. And an astronomer can help explain the layout of an ancient city as well as the design, structure and position of monuments, tombs, and temples—since ancients often looked to the stars for guidance in building cities and structures.




_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3.
 Turning first to the speaker's threshold claim, I strongly agree that if we learn only facts we learn very little. Consider the task of memorizing the periodic table of elements, which any student can memorize without any knowledge of chemistry, or that the table relates to chemistry. Rote memorization of the table amounts to a bit of mental exercise—an opportunity to practice memorization techniques and perhaps learn some new ones. Otherwise, the student has learned very little about chemical elements, or about anything for that matter.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. 考虑相反观点(rebuttal)


有时候需要考虑反驳者的意见，通过考虑反驳者的意见，让自己的观点更加具有说服力。可以在全文观点全部阐述完毕之后提出反驳者的意见，也可以在每个段落后面都考虑相反的观点。另外，如果在GRE中具体性指令要求考虑相反观点，则必须用这样的方法进行论证。下面举几个分析例子来看如何设计反驳。


例1(111) In any profession—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step down after five years.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

分类讨论：对领域进行分类讨论。

(1) 商业领域。商业领域最具有决定权力的往往是董事会，最终商业是要保障股东的权利，所以即便CEO替换，也改变不了这个根本目的。

反驳者：但是让位的好处在于使企业更容易有创新精神。但代价是适应时间将降低效率，破坏某些商业项目的延续性。

(2) 政治与政府领域。五年退位可以保证有新思想的注入，对于防止贪污受贿有着很大的遏制作用。但是领导者更多不考虑长期的努力，而只会顾及眼前政绩，把复杂的需要长时间解决的问题留给下一任。这个问题在第四年、第五年可能尤其突出。而且有时候政治权力太大可能导致其一直在位，如果强制要求退位可以避免这种独裁。

反驳者：换届会有不连贯性，但是如果存在大量贪污，对于民主社会来说是更大的破坏。




(3) 教育领域。教育理念和教育思想更依赖于教育者的洞察力和效率，所以换领导可以带来新的教育理念。

反驳者：如果新的领导不如现在的领导就是一个很大的风险。但是上一任可以做好体系和标准，比如教学模块、教师评价、学生评价、升学系统，而这些东西不一定能随着领导的改变而改变。


例2(110) Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is an expert in that field.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

这道题也可以用分类讨论，这里重点分析反驳者的观点和对反驳者的驳斥方法。

(1) 商业领域。需要非专家评价，反驳者认为专家才懂得产品的生产工艺流程、生产技术，从而能更有效地评价，但是真正使用产品的是消费者，他们决定了产品的销量和工厂的利润，所以这个评价对于商业更有价值。另外有反驳者认为工厂会迎合消费者甚至欺骗消费者，但是长远来看任何迎合和欺骗都是无法长久存在的。

(2) 艺术领域：需要非专家。反驳者认为绘画技术、雕塑、电影等艺术作品只有专家才能分析与欣赏，但是艺术需要大众感受理解，事实是很多非专家在增长票房和进行作品收藏。

可以说艺术领域需要专家评价。反驳者认为非专家也许更能欣赏先锋艺术，是非专家在为电影票房和艺术产品买单，但是专家的评价总是更能让消费者信任，并且专家的渊博知识会让评价更深刻、更客观。


例3(51) Young people should be encouraged to pursue long-term, realistic goals rather than seek immediate fame and recognition.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

同样也是作分类讨论：判断是什么领域，在每个领域中对长期的和短期的名利进行对比，对两者的价值轻重进行权衡。但是每一个类型后面都可以作反驳者分析，尽管这道题的具体性指令没有要求必须这样，但是这是可以的，并且可以增强文章的说服力。

(1) 学术。短期名利：高GPA，尽管投机取巧。长期目标：智力发展，兴趣开发，知识的深度，学术规范的价值。

如果采取立场：长期目标更有价值。反驳者提出短期名利带来的优势，但是这种优势的暂时性比起教育真正的目的会变得苍白。

(2) 商界。短期需要考虑立刻的认可：完成任务，提高利润。长远：对社会作出贡献，慈善，树立品牌的价值。

如果采取立场：必须考虑眼前利益。反驳者：慈善，品牌价值。但是树立品牌价值的最终目的是让消费者更喜欢自己的产品，从而获得更大利润，归根到底还是考虑马上获得的名利。

(3) 政治。是否当选连任这些实际的问题更重要。

反驳者认为有长远目标的人才能真正影响大众，比如甘地，Martin Luthur King, 他们都是有着长远目标。但是他们也深深根植于短期的问题，并且获得了认可。

下面有几个具体的段落，看看这样的段落是如何写的，重点关注标有下划线的部分，这个部分表示开始考虑相反观点了。





例1
 A second argument against the speaker's position has to do with the function and ultimate objectives of art. Art serves to lift the human spirit and to put us more in touch with our feelings, foibles, and fate in short, with our own humanity. With a heightened sensitivity to the human condition, we become more others-oriented, less self-centered, more giving of ourselves. In other words, we become a more charitable society—more willing to give to those less fortunate than ourselves in the ways with which the speaker is concerned. The speaker might argue, of course, that we do a disservice to others when we lend a helping hand by enabling them to depend on us to survive. However, at the heart of this specious argument lies a certain coldness and lack of compassion that, in my view, any society should seek to discourage. Besides, the argument leads inexorably to certain political, philosophical, and moral issues that this brief essay cannot begin to address.


例2 Practicality seems clearly to be the litmus test for education today. Grade-schoolers are learning computer skills right along with reading and writing. Our middle and high schools are increasingly cutting arts education, which ostensibly has less practical value than other course work. And, more and more college students are majoring in technical fields for the purpose of securing lucrative jobs immediately upon graduation. Admittedly, many college students still advance to graduate-level study; yet the most popular such degree today is the MBA; after all, business administration is fundamentally about practicality and pragmatism that is, "getting the job done" and paying attention to the "bottom line."




Practicality also dictates what sort of art is produced today. Most new architecture today is driven by functionality, safety, and cost; very few architectural masterpieces find their way past the blueprint stage anymore. The content of today's feature films and music is driven entirely by demographic considerations—that is, by pandering to the interests of 18-35 year olds, who account for most ticket and CD sales. And, the publishing industry today is driven by immediate concern to deliver viable products to the marketplace. The glut of how-to books in our bookstores today is evidence that publishers are pandering to our practicality as well. It isn't that artists no longer create works of high artistic value and integrity. Independent record labels, filmmakers, and publishing houses abound today. It's just that the independents do not thrive, and they constitute a minuscule segment of the market. In the main, today's real-estate developers, entertainment moguls, and publishing executives are concerned with practicality and profit, and not with artistic value and integrity.


例3 Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the speaker unfairly suggests that large cities serve as the primary breeding ground and sanctuaries for a nation's cultural traditions. Today a nation's distinct cultural traditions—its folk art, crafts, traditional songs, customs and ceremonies—burgeon instead in small towns and rural regions. Admittedly, our cities do serve as our centers for "high art" ; big cities are where we deposit, display, and boast the world's preeminent art, architecture, and music. But big-city culture has little to do anymore with one nation's distinct cultural traditions. After all, modern cities are essentially multicultural stew pots; accordingly, by assisting large cities a government is actually helping to create a global culture as well to subsidize the traditions of other nations' cultures.

例4 Finally, it seems to me that imposing a uniform national curriculum would serve to undermine the authority of parents over their own children, to even a greater extent than uniform state laws currently do. Admittedly, laws requiring parents to ensure that their children receive an education that meets certain minimum standards are well justified, for the reasons mentioned earlier. However, when such standards are imposed by the state rather than at the community level, parents are left with far less power to participate meaningfully in the decision-making process. This problem would only be exacerbated when these decisions left exclusively to federal regulators.





5. 综合分析方法


以上介绍了常见的四种中间段落发展的手段，但是很多情况下这四种情况不是完全独立的，有时候是多种方法相结合使用。比如先做一个因果分析，然后分若干个层面具体举例；或者用分类分析，而每一类其实又是一个因果链的分析；还可以先举例，然后进行例子的因果分析。所以考生要会灵活使用各种中间段落展开的方法。下面看几个例子，体会每一个段落综合使用了哪些方法。


例1先因果分析，后分类分析。


We do not require a rear-view mirror to recognize artistic greatness—whether in music, visual arts, or literature. The reason for this is simple: art can be judged at face value. There's nothing to be later proved or disproved, affirmed or discredited, or even improved upon or refined by further knowledge or newer technology. History is replete with examples of artistic greatness immediately recognized, then later confirmed. Through his patronage, the Pope recognized Michelangelo's artistic greatness, while the monarchs of Europe immediately recognized Mozart's greatness by granting him their most generous commissions. Mark Twain became a best-selling author and household name even during his lifetime. And the leaders of the modernist school of architecture marveled even as Frank Lloyd Wright was elevating their notions about architecture to new aesthetic heights.


例2分类分析，每一个类别里面又是一个因果推理分析。


At the personal level, by listening to their parents'rationale for their seemingly oppressive rules and policies teenagers can learn how certain behaviors naturally carry certain undesirable consequences. At the same time, by listening to their teenagers' concerns about autonomy and about peer pressures parents can learn the valuable lesson that effective parenting and control are two different things. At the community level, through dispassionate dialogue an environmental activist can come to understand the legitimate economic concerns of those whose jobs depend on the continued profitable operation of a factory. Conversely, the latter might stand to learn much about the potential public health price to be paid by ensuring job growth and a low unemployment rate. Finally, at the global level, two nations with opposing political or economic interests can reach mutually beneficial agreements by striving to understand the other's legitimate concerns for its national security, its political sovereignty, the stability of its economy and currency, and so forth.


例3先因果分析，后例证分析。


By contrast, in the sciences it is difficult to identify greatness without the benefit of historical perspective. Any scientific theory might be disproved tomorrow, thereby demoting the theorist's contribution to the status of historical footnote. Or the theory might withstand centuries of rigorous scientific scrutiny. In any event, a theory may or may not serve as a springboard for later advances in theoretical science. A current example involves the ultimate significance of two opposing theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. Some theorists now claim that a new so-called "string" theory reconciles the two opposing theories—at least mathematically. Yet "strings" have yet to be confirmed empirically. Only time will tell whether string theory indeed provides the unifying laws that all matter in the universe obeys. In short, the significance of contributions made by theoretical scientists cannot be judged by their contemporaries—only by scientists who follow them.




练习


根据提纲写出综合段落(先分类分析，再因果链分析)。



1.(80) Nations should suspend government funding for the arts when significant numbers of their citizens are hungry or unemployed.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提纲]
 段落提纲。

1. supporting the art helps solve the social problems

1.1 supporting the arts → art industry thrive → working force needed → unemployment rate decreased

1.2 supporting the arts → art industries become profitable → more revenue → using the tax money to solve: education, environment, medical care and public administrations

1.3 supporting the arts → lift spirit and humanity → people become more charitable → ready to help those who are in need

[段落写作]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

第二节　开头段写作方法


1. 如何写thesis statement


开头段中最重要的就是thesis statement, 这是全文的中心观点句。一个好的thesis statement一定是既要包含作者的态度，同时也要有essay map, 也就是暗示整个文章结构的线索或其他暗示性表达。Thesis statement不一定是一句话，可以用多个句子来表达这些内容。既然thesis statement需要暗示结构，那么thesis statement的写法就是基于整个文章结构和提纲的。所有GRE的issue写作无一例外都是三种结构：


• 分类讨论结构(case-by-case)


一般而言，分类讨论作者的立场有三种情况：每个case全正或者全负；有的case正，有的case负；有三个case, 它们的立场都不一样，有正、有负，还有的case是要具体情况具体分析。这三种情况的thesis statement的写法分别解释如下。


全正全负：
 I strongly agree/disagree with the assertion that.... Two/three examples that aptly illustrate this point involve the fields of..., ...and.... I agree that..., particularly in the fields of..., ...and....


例1(33) As we acquire more knowledge, things do not become more comprehensible, but more complex and mysterious.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.





[提纲] BODY:


1. sonar system of bats: emit → process → determine → survive

+: explainable

-: incredible complexity: evolve

2. universe: big-bang

+: comprehend our place

-: what existed before time and universe

3. atomic physics: sight and touch → atoms → protons, neutrons, electrons → quark → string theory

+: explain: reconcile wave and quantum theory

-: complex: seven more dimensions

[Thesis statement] In my view the acquisition of knowledge brings about all three at the same time. This paradoxical result is aptly explained and illustrated by a number of advances in our scientific knowledge.

这个thesis statement在两个方面都达到了要求：第一，有立场，“In my view the acquisition of knowledge brings about all three at the same time.”；第二，暗示了整篇文章的结构，“This paradoxical result is aptly explained and illustrated by a number of advances in our scientific knowledge.”，即通过几个不同的科学领域来逐一探讨,分类讨论。


例2(34) In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have contrasting points of view.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提纲] Body:


1. physical science: opposition

cause: withstand scrutiny

case: wave, quantum theory. debate → string theory

2. human behavior

case: nature-nurture debate

cause and effect: debate → behavioral traits → progress in dealing with social issue

3. government and laws:

3.1 government and politics:

dissension from and challenges to status quo

without disagreement → tyranny and oppression

3.2 civil and criminal law: face opposition → fairness and relevance

[Thesis statement] I strongly agree with this contention. In all realms of human endeavor, including the behavioral and natural sciences as well as government and law, debate and disagreement form the foundation for progress.




这个thesis statement的两个部分也非常清楚：“I strongly agree with this contention.”表达观点；“In all realms of human endeavor, including the behavioral and natural sciences as well as government and law, debate and disagreement form the foundation for progress.”是对整篇文章的结构和行文脉络的暗示。


有正有负：
 有正有负的意思就是分类讨论成若干个case, 有些case作者是同意的，有些是反对的，总而言之，有两种态度。在写提纲的时候，把正的case和负的case分开即可。比如下面的句型(表达这个意思即可，不必完全按照这个句型来写，这里仅仅是作为一个参考)。

I agree with the speaker that..., particularly in the fields of.... However, when it comes to..., I disagree that....


例3(108) Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is an expert in that field.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提纲] Body:


1. social science: +

cause: seamless web

case: cultural anthropology

classification: biochemists, geologists, anthropologists, linguists, astronomers

2. physical science:-

case: complex equations; astrophysics, molecular physics

3. some may argue: scientific work needs expertise in economists and public-policy makes

refutation: consider not the utility, but the integrity and quality of work.

[Thesis statement] I would concur with the speaker when it comes to judging the work of social scientists, although I would strongly disagree when it comes to work in the pure physical sciences, as explained in the following discussion.

在该thesis statement中，表示了立场和态度。在“social scientists”领域同意，在“pure physical sciences”领域反对。


例4(93) Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more important than the reality or truth behind that image.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提纲] Body:


1. short term business: image becomes important

1.1 automobile: identical → image → illusory benefit




1.2 book publishing: brand, media, same

1.3 music industry:-originality, +sex appeal

2. election politics: image is important

politics: image > fact → camera

Teddy Roosevelt

television: JFK > Nixon; Reagan, Clinton > Lincoln, Taft, Roosevelt

3. longer-term: yield to facts

Marlboro; popular music; best selling books

Roosevelt: Panama Canal, National Park system > wardrobe

[Thesis statement] I agree that image has become a more central concern, at least where short-term business or political success is at stake. Nevertheless, I think that in the longer term image ultimately yields to substance and fact.

这个thesis statement很好地展现了文章的两个层次，短期形象重要，长远形象让位于事实。在短期形象很重要这个部分，又给出了两个领域：商业和政治。既表达了观点立场，也暗示了文章结构与脉络。


各不相同：
 当然，还有一种情况，就是分成了三个case, 每个case都有不一样的立场和态度，这个时候采取的方法就是分别说出每一个case的态度就可以了。比如“我们认为在a1领域，这个观点是有道理的；但是在a2领域，我认为有些有道理，有些也不合理；在a3领域，我认为还要分类讨论”直接用三个句子说清楚就可以了。

In the field..., I think... However, in the field of..., ... In the field of..., ...


例5(41) The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by their contemporaries.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提纲] Body:


1. arts: can be decided by contemporaries

cause: face value → no need to prove

classification: Pope → Michelangelo; monarchs → Mozart; Mark Twin → best-selling author; modernist school of architecture → Frank Lloyd Wright

2. science: cannot be decided without historical perspective

causes: theory → disprove tomorrow → contribution

theory → needs long time scrutiny

case: wave theory, quantum theory → string theory

commentary: confirmed mathematically, not empirically

summary:

3. business: case-by-case

-: Henry Ford, assembly-line




+: Bill Gates

[Thesis statement] In my view the speaker unfairly generalizes. In some areas, especially the arts, greatness is often recognizable in its nascent stages. However, in other areas, particularly the physical sciences, greatness must be tested over time before it can be confirmed. In still other areas, such as business, the incubation period for greatness varies from case to case.


• 正负分析结构(pros and cons)


一般而言，正负分析，作者采取的态度是有保留地赞同，或者有保留地反对。那么这个时候，thesis statement其实本质上就是一个让步转折的句型“尽管我认为某观点是合理的，但是我也反对某观点”或者“虽然某观点有一些弊端，但是其优势非常明显”。如果你相对正或负，某一个层面想进一步地作结构暗示也是可以的，比如“我认为某观点虽然有一些好处，但是我反对该观点，尤其是在a1和a2两个领域”。

I concede that.... However, in my view....

I agree with the speaker's assertion that.... Nevertheless, the author ignores that....

It is true that.... However, I disagree that....


例1(76) We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose



views contradict our own.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提纲]


+:

1. disagreement → counterproductive

television or radio talk show

2. fundamental assumptions:

paleontology student, religious preclude evolution

-:

3. human knowledge advances through debate

3.1 personal level: teenagers and parents

teenagers: listening to parents' rules → behave naturally

parent: listening teenagers concern → effective parenting

3.2 community level: environmental activist and factory

environmental activist: dialogue → legitimate economic concerns

factory: potential public health price

3.3 at the global level: understand other's concern → mutually beneficial agreement

[Thesis statement] I concede that undue discord can impede learning. Otherwise, in my view we learn far more from discourse and debate with those whose ideas we oppose than from people whose ideas are in accord with our own.





例2(101) Although innovations such as video, computers, and the Internet seem to offer schools improved methods for instructing students, these technologies all too often distract from real learning.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提纲] Body:


+:

1. computers and videos' misusage

2. passive viewing of videos or of web pages

3. learning requiring face-to-face encounters

4. learning how to use tools may be time-consuming

5. personal attention

-:

6. computer technology:

6.1 computers for repetition

6.2 visual effect

6.3 imparting basic textbook information → more time to give students attention

[Thesis statement] I strongly agree that these tools can be counterproductive in some instances, and ineffectual for certain types of learning. Nevertheless, the speaker's assertion places too little value on the ways in which these innovations can facilitate the learning process.


• 切分结构(segmentation)


如果文章用切分法，那么thesis statement需要讨论两个问题：第一，这个issue切割成多少个层面

The statement actually consists of two / three claims: (1).... (2).... (3)....

The speaker's claim is actually threefold: (1).... (2).... (3)....

第二，每个层面你采取什么样的态度。比如分了三个层面之后，你可能采取如下几种立场：

全部赞同或反对：I agree / disagree with all the claims.

有正有负：Although I agree with the first and the second claim, I think that....

各不相同：For the first claim, .... For the second claim, .... For the third claim, ....

比如：For the first claim, I agree that.... For the second claim, although it is true that..., I disagree.... For the third claim, we should consider it on a case-by-case basis.


例1(5) Claim: Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support they need in order to thrive.


Reason: It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and generated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


[提纲]





INTRODUCTION(segmentation): (1) ...is a proper function of government; (2) government support is necessary; (3) cultural traditions are preserved in large cities.

BODY:

1. subsidizing cultural traditions is not a proper role of government

1.1 should not extend tenuously to preserving traditions

1.2 unconscionable to relegate normative decisions as to which cities are more deserving

1.3 legislators are likely to make choices in favor of their hometowns, interests

2. not necessary role of government

classification: Medicis → Michelangelo and Raphael; Carnegie, Mellon → twentieth century cultural support; Ted and Bill Gates → tomorrow cultural support

3. disagree:

folk art, crafts, traditional songs, customs and ceremonies, etc.

[Thesis statement] The speaker's claim is actually threefold: (1) ensuring the survival of large cities and, in turn, that of cultural traditions, is a proper function of government; (2) government support is needed for our large cities and cultural traditions to survive and thrive; and (3) cultural traditions are preserved and generated primarily in our large cities. I strongly disagree with all three claims.


例2(105) Claim: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience.



Reason: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints of established habits and attitudes.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


[提纲]
 文章提纲。

1. agree: imagination is a more valuable asset than experience

1.1 business field. case: movie Big

1.2 science. case: science fiction

1.3 arts. case: young composer; young novelist, etc.

2. disagree: people who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints of established habits and attitudes

2.1 it is difficult—even impossible—for people who lack experience to imagine

music; literature; science

2.2 expects may be more likely to imagine

3. disagree: causal relationship

3.1 the more valuable asset of imagination may due to other causes:

more lasting significance of art works, etc.

3.3 the imagination of people who lack experience may be meaningless

[Thesis statement] This statement actually consists of three related claims: (1) Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience. (2) Lacking experience can free one's imagination. (3) Free imagination resulting from a lack of experience may lead to the significance of imagination. I agree with the first claim that imagination, from business, science to arts, is essential. However, I disagree with the latter two claims.




练习


根据提纲写thesis statement。



1.(75) Educators should take students'interests into account when planning the content of the courses they teach.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.


[提纲]


1. elementary and high school students

1.1 pros:

1.1.1 interest is the best teacher

1.1.2 interest → more likely to succeed → confidence (+humanity)

1.2 cons:

1.2.1 they have no idea what they like

1.2.2 some basic ability is necessary

2. college students

2.1 pros: university allows diversity

2.2 cons:

2.2.1 they may choose courses easy to pass

2.2.2 some areas are unknown to them

2.2.3 other consideration: career, etc.

3. graduate students

consider only interest

[Thesis statement]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2.(42) Students should always question what they are taught instead of accepting it passively.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.


[提纲]


1. physical area

passive acceptance → scrutiny and think critically → no innovation, discovery




sub by sub: Copernicus; Newton; Einstein

2. social science

2.1 sociology and political science: no question → tyranny and oppression

2.2 law: challenge → fairness

3. art. New styles

sub by sub: Charlie Parker; Balanchine; Bauhaus; Monet

[Thesis statement]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3.(31) Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of those species is the result of human activities.


Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.


[提纲]
 pros and cons

+:

1. culpability: clear-cutting of forests; pollution

2. capability: know what to do, and take steps

3. self preservation: hamper diversity → undermine human being

-:

1. Darwin: natural selection

2. should we decide which species are worth saving

3. high cost → more pressing social problems

[Thesis statement]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4.(3) Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.


[提纲]


+:

1. more opportunities to find areas that suit students

2. transfer to areas that suit students → less frustration → confidence (humanity)

-:




1. dissuasion → undermine the confidence of students

2. lack courage to carry on when confronted with difficulties

3. unnecessary to succeed in a field

4. educational institution cannot accurately judge whether students will succeed in the area

4.1 present better academic performance → many fail in the future

4.2 present unsatisfactory academic performance → may succeed in the future

4.3 schools always judge a student's potential by GPA, which is an unreliable indicator

[Thesis statement]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

第三节　如何写General Statement

General statement的目的是为了导入thesis statement, 而且在位置上位于thesis statement之前。General statement的主要目的是为了导入后面，并且在一开始抓住读者的眼球，相对而言重要性不如thesis statement。 Thesis statement有如下方法导入文章。


1. 转述题目(Paraphrase)


对于考生而言，这是一种最有效、也最容易掌握的方法，就是在文章开头同义转写一下issue题干。很多6分的文章都是这样开头，尤其在考场上有30分钟时间限制，从这个角度来讲，这是一种最简单的方法。常常用到的句型有：

The speaker asserts/maintains/claims/believes/argues that....

According to the speaker, ....

下面我们列举一下刚才写过的thesis statement, 体会如何来写general statement。


例1(101) Although innovations such as video, computers, and the Internet seem to offer schools improved methods for instructing students, these technologies all too often distract from real learning.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Introduction] The speaker asserts that innovations such as video, computers, and the Internet too often distract from "real" learning in the classroom. I strongly agree that these tools can be counterproductive in some instances, and ineffectual for certain types of learning. Nevertheless, the speaker's assertion places too little value on the ways in which these innovations can facilitate the learning process.


例2(34) In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have contrasting points of view.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.




[Introduction] The speaker contends that progress is best made through discourse among people with opposing opinions and viewpoints. I strongly agree with this contention. In all realms of human endeavor, including the behavioral and natural sciences as well as government and law, debate and disagreement form the foundation for progress.


2. 修辞疑问句(Rhetoric question)


同样也是改写issue题干，只不过把issue改成一个修辞疑问句。可以采用以下句式：

..., as the speaker contends/maintains/claims?

Do/Should/Have...?

下面我们看几个例子，这些例子也在前面出现过。


例1(76) We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Introduction] Do we learn more from people whose ideas we share in common than from those whose ideas contradict ours, as the speaker asserts? I concede that undue discord can impede learning. Otherwise, in my view we learn far more from discourse and debate with those whose ideas we oppose than from people whose ideas are in accord with our own.


例2(41) The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by their contemporaries.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Introduction] Can a person's greatness be recognized only in retrospect, by those who live after the person, as the speaker maintains? In my view the speaker unfairly generalizes. In some areas, especially the arts, greatness is often recognizable in its nascent stages. However, in other areas, particularly the physical sciences, greatness must be tested over time before it can be confirmed. In still other areas, such as business, the incubation period for greatness varies from case to case.


例3(93) Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more important than the reality or truth behind that image.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Introduction] Has creating an image become more important in our society than the reality or truth behind the image? I agree that image has become a more central concern, at least where short-term business or political success is at stake. Nevertheless, I think that in the longer term image ultimately yields to substance and fact.




当然更为高级的方法是连续发问，采取排比的方式导入观点。比如GRE题库中的题目：


(10)Nations should pass laws to preserve any remaining wilderness areas in their natural state, even if these areas could be developed for economic gain.


Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.

我们可以采取连续发问的方式写general statement:

Have you ever watched the sunrise while sitting on the top of Hawaii volcanoes? Or have you ever just taken a brisk walk in your park? Have you ever spent a weekend with your family in the National Wetland Park? Imagine all of these gone. There are no more trees, lakes or swamps. Many environmentalists are spreading awareness about conserving our natural wilderness.


3. 漏斗式导入(Funnel introduction)


所谓漏斗式导入，就是按照下面一个模型来展开。

从最为抽象的概念开始导入，然后越来越具体，越来越接近thesis statement的topic, 最后目标就是导入 thesis statement。从抽象到具体有很多种常见的方式：G-S模式(General → Specific)

• 由最早的、最具有历史性的，慢慢开始到现在，到目前面临的issue。

• 由最抽象的、最上义词的，然后过渡到下义词，到最具体的issue。

• 从相对立的、相反的观点开始导入，然后用however转折到topic。

下面通过general statement的例子来看如何进行这种漏斗式开头方式。


例1
 Every age, and every culture has its heroes. In some times and places the heroes have been gods or god-like creatures from mythology. But today, sports stars, film stars, and political leaders with clay feet have replaced Ram, Achilles, Cleopatra, and Alexander.


例2
 In today's fast-paced, driven society, much emphasis is placed on the final result of an endeavor. American society places a premium on success; our culture has little tolerance for failure or losers. Within this culture framework it sometimes becomes easy to immediately dismiss failures.


例3
 From the prehistoric time to the present day, we see how our world has evolved throughout the times. People have progressed from living in caves and nomadic herds to living in skyscrapers in building cities. Along with evolution, we see an increase in conflicts and the different ways we resolve these conflicts. As a result, our actions are dictated by the past as seen by the aftermath of World War II and by our actions in everyday life.

当然，也可以用反向的漏斗结构写general statement, 也就是先写最具体、最琐碎的事情，然后导入这些琐碎事件的上义词，而这个上义词才是这篇文章的topic。甚至可以写三个细节，用这种细节排比的方法导入主题。


例4
 The speaker contends that technology's primary goal should be to increase our efficiency for the purpose of affording us more leisure time. I concede that technology has enhanced our efficiency as we go about our everyday lives. Productivity software helps us plan and coordinate projects; intranets, the Internet, and satellite technology make us more efficient messengers; and technology even helps us prepare our food and access entertainment more efficiently.





4. 引用(Citation)


可以引用数据，可以引用名人名言，可以引用某个老师或者同学说的话，还可以引用阅读中的素材等，用这种方式导入topic和thesis statement。而且为了吸引读者的注意，可以故意引用一些有悬念的、有趣味性的内容。

下面我们分别看看具体的表达方式：


例1
 There's a common saying usually applied to sports: "It's not whether you win or lose, but it's how you play the game." This saying, however, can easily be applied to how we live and whether or not we are able to achieve personal happiness. As the Humboldt quotation suggests, it's not the events that occur in our lives but rather the way we react to these events that most affects our happiness. Excellent representations of this can be found in Shakespeare's Hamlet, where characters respond differently to the same situation and gain varying levels of happiness because of their respective reactions.


例2
 "Remember, Cara Mia, you must always be true to your dream!" I can still see my Grandma Rose smiling as she says this, her sharp eyes gazing intently into mine. It is because of what Grandma Rose taught me that I was able to realize my dream of becoming a dancer.


例3
 Last year, approximately 45 million Americans worked out of their homes. Approximately half of people were women, grossing, on the average, $60,000 a year. Within the next ten years, even more Americans will be working out of their homes, with an increase in both the percentage of women and their gross salaries.


5. 逸闻趣事(Anecdote)


开头还可以采用叙事的方式，但是一定不要太细节、太长，因为它的目的是为了导入thesis statement。既可以用自己经历的事情，也可以用身边的事情，还可以是名人的事情等。


例1
 In Hinduism, identity is something inescapable. You are born into a cast, or social level, and must do the work assigned to that cast and accept that position unquestioningly. In the real world, however, a person is not defined by the limitations put on them at birth. It is true that people will not all start off with the same opportunities or equal advantages. However, it is up to an individual whether she is content to simply be who society has define her to be, or to make something more of herself and create her own identity.


例2
 Paul Ehrlich, a chemist, discovered a drug to treat those afflicted with syphilis. It was named "Formula 606", because the first 605 tests were mistakes. The lesson we can draw from this story is clear and simple: discovery or progress is born in mistakes.


例3
 Once in a newspaper I read of a crowd of people who remained appallingly indifferent to the plea of a mother. As she failed to offer the required amount of cash as a price to save her drowning son, the woman at last watched her son sink to death. The story is not rare in newspapers and on TV, and the casualness and detachment our people now have developed has aroused nationwide concern.

上面介绍了一些在写作中常见的写general statement的方法，相对而言，第一种和第二种方法是最简单的，对issue题干进行同义替换，简单归纳一下issue题干的意思，而且这两种方法在考场上花费的时间最少(最多的时间一定是要留给thesis statement和中间段落的具体展开)，所以这里我们强烈推荐考生使用。但是有时候为了让文章的趣味性更强，更容易吸引读者，我们可以采取背景描述(从最抽象到具体的主题；或者从具体的细节归纳到抽象的概念作为一个主题)，也可以引用或者写一段叙事性文字。但是这三种方法需要平时的阅读和积累，并且语言灵活多变，所以仅仅对于基础较好、语言控制力比较不错的考生适用。无论用哪一种方法导入都是可以的，关键要适合，并且熟练，只要在表达上清楚、连贯有效就可以了。




第四节　结尾段写作方法

GRE写作的结尾(conclusion)其实比较简单，其功能就是告诉读者文章结束，并且把所有的观点再最后归纳一遍。从这个意义上讲，结尾段的内容和开头段中thesis statement的表达内容是完全一样的，只需要简单地做一个同义改写。然后在前面加上暗示结尾的表达，比如：in sum; in the final analysis; to sum up等。下面通过几个具体的例子来看如何写结尾，并且分析thesis statement和结尾段的关系。


例1(75) As we acquire more knowledge, things do not become more comprehensible, but more complex and mysterious.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Thesis Statement] In my view the acquisition of knowledge brings about all three at the same time. This paradoxical result is aptly explained and illustrated by a number of advances in our scientific knowledge.

[Conclusion] In sum, the statement overlooks a paradox about knowledge acquired, at least when it comes to understanding the physical world. When through knowledge a thing becomes more comprehensible and explainable we realize at the same time that it is more complex and mysterious than previously thought.


例2(34) In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have contrasting points of view.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Thesis Statement] I strongly agree with this contention. In all realms of human endeavor, including the behavioral and natural sciences as well as government and law, debate and disagreement form the foundation for progress.

[Conclusion] In sum, the speaker correctly asserts that it is through discourse, disagreement, and debate between opposing viewpoints that true progress can best be made. Indeed, advances in science, social welfare, government and law depend on the debate.


例3(108) Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is an expert in that field.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Thesis Statement] I would concur with the speaker when it comes to judging the work of social scientists, although I would strongly disagree when it comes to work in the pure physical sciences, as explained in the following discussion.




[Conclusion] In sum, in the social sciences no area of inquiry operates in a vacuum. Because fields such as anthropology, sociology, and history are so closely intertwined and even dependent on the physical sciences, experts from various fields must collectively determine the integrity and quality of work in these fields. However, in the purely physical sciences the quality and integrity of work can be adequately judged only by inside experts, who are the only ones equipped with sufficient technical knowledge to pass judgment.


例4(93) Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more important than the reality or truth behind that image.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Thesis Statement] I agree that image has become a more central concern, at least where short-term business or political success is at stake. Nevertheless, I think that in the longer term image ultimately yields to substance and fact.

[Conclusion] In the final analysis, it seems that in every endeavor where success depends to some degree on persuasion, marketing, or salesmanship, image has indeed become the central concern of those who seek to persuade. And as our lives become busier, our attention spans briefer, and our choices among products and services greater, I expect this trend to continue unabated—for better or worse.


例5(41) The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by their contemporaries.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Thesis Statement] In my view the speaker unfairly generalizes. In some areas, especially the arts, greatness is often recognizable in its nascent stages. However, in other areas, particularly the physical sciences, greatness must be tested over time before it can be confirmed. In still other areas, such as business, the incubation period for greatness varies from case to case.

[Conclusion] In sum, the speaker overlooks many great individuals, particularly in the arts and in business, whose achievements were broadly recognized as great even during their own time. Nevertheless, other great achievements, especially scientific ones, cannot be confirmed as such without the benefit of historical perspective.


例6(76) We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Thesis Statement] I concede that undue discord can impede learning. Otherwise, in my view we learn far more from discourse and debate with those whose ideas we oppose than from people whose ideas are in accord with our own.

[Conclusion] In sum, unless two opponents in a debate are each willing to play on the same field and by the same rules, I concede that disagreement can impede learning. Otherwise, reasoned discourse and debate between people with opposing viewpoints is the very foundation upon which human knowledge advances. Accordingly, on balance the speaker is fundamentally correct.





例7(101) Although innovations such as video, computers, and the Internet seem to offer schools improved methods for instructing students, these technologies all too often distract from real learning.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

[Thesis Statement] I strongly agree that these tools can be counterproductive in some instances, and ineffectual for certain types of learning. Nevertheless, the speaker's assertion places too little value on the ways in which these innovations can facilitate the learning process.

[Conclusion] In sum, computers and videos can indeed distract from learning—when teachers misuse them as substitutes for personal attention, or when the technology itself becomes the focus of attention. Nevertheless, if judicially used as primers, as supplements, and where repetition and rote learning are appropriate, these tools can serve to liberate teachers to focus on individual needs of students—needs that only "real" teachers can recognize and meet.


例8(5) Claim: Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support they need in order to thrive.



Reason: It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and generated.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.

[Thesis Statement] The speaker's claim is actually threefold: (1) ensuring the survival of large cities and, in turn, that of cultural traditions, is a proper function of government; (2) government support is needed for our large cities and cultural traditions to survive and thrive; and (3) cultural traditions are preserved and generated primarily in our large cities. I strongly disagree with all three claims.

[Conclusion] In the final analysis, government cannot philosophically justify assisting large cities for the purpose of either promoting or preserving the nation's cultural traditions; nor is government assistance necessary toward these ends. Moreover, assisting large cities would have little bearing on our distinct cultural traditions, which abide elsewhere.










第十一章　Analyze an Issue综合操练与范文

第一节　总结Issue写作流程与操练

在上两章中，我们详细讨论了issue作文的写作方法和策略。总体来说，按照下面的流程来操作：


[image: 010.png]





这个流程是根据前面讲解过的issue写作的八个步骤，并结合了段落写作的具体方法，最终合成的。这里对这个流程图再做一个简单的分析。

首先是仔细阅读issue题干和具体性指令，然后在具体性指令的要求下进行头脑风暴，思考的角度有六个：看是否能够对于不同的情形、条件和角度进行分类讨论；看这个issue的合理面和不合理面具体体现在什么方面；在不合理的具体角度中，要考虑有没有可以调和的矛盾，有时候做了某一件事情会自然而然地解决另一个事情；还要考虑issue有没有可分析的前提条件；另外，考虑充分必要性；如果题干有多层含义或者是claim和reason类型的题目，还要进行切分。头脑风暴结束之后，要去组织自己的思路，然后以一种结构来列出自己的大纲。这个结构可能以分类讨论为主导，可能以正负分析为主导，也有可能以切分法为主导。大纲要求写出每个主体段落的主题句，并且要用简单的词罗列出发展的几个层次、例子或者推理。根据提纲的结构写出Thesis Statement, 然后在前面写出General Statement。提纲中，只要每个段落的层次清晰明了，就能通过语言表达和连贯方法组织出每一个主题段落。最后再根据Thesis Statement的内容写出结尾。这样一篇文章就写完了，然后别忘记检查一下自己的文章在语言上是否通顺，有没有基本的语言问题。

下面，通过上面总结的issue写作手法，来实际操作几道题目。


例1(41) The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by their contemporaries.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.





第一步：头脑风暴


• 分类讨论：按照领域分类讨论，实际上每个领域都有伟大的个体被认可，也有许多当时没有被认可。 被马上认可的原因往往是因为获得了实用性的结果，解决了实际问题。没有马上被认可的原因往往 是大众的水平达不到少数个体的伟大高度，所以无法理解；或者该成果没有马上实现出来，需要时间 才能慢慢让结果得以完全展示。

(1) 商业领域。

被马上认可：很多商业当时就赚钱了，公司业务和规模得到了迅速扩展，所以获得了认可。比如 苹果、微软等等。

不被马上认可：有些公司当时的成功只被认可了一部分。比如福特的汽车流水线生产，当时人们 只认可挣到钱，做出了大众能够买得起的汽车。但是其真正的成就是改变了美国的经济状况，并 且开创了一个全新的管理生产流程的方式，成为了后来所有产业的生产模式。

(2) 艺术领域。

被马上认可：很多艺术家马上被认可，因为艺术作品的价值和美感看一眼都会给人很强烈的感 受。比如经典画派的许多画家：米开朗基罗为教会绘制教堂天顶画和壁画，证明大家认可其伟 大；简·奥斯汀的小说，杰克·伦敦、马克·吐温的小说当时就被认可；海明威的文学作品被大家 认可，成为诺贝尔奖获得者；莫扎特为贵族演奏，其伟大也被认可。诸如此类的例子不胜枚举。

不被马上认可：一般先锋性的、强烈反传统的会一开始不被接受。比如现代主义的印象派画家莫 奈、后印象派的梵高、高更等作品都没有马上被认可，但是在他们去世后，他们的画作都是天价 作品。

(3) 政府与政治领域。

被马上认可：一般政治领袖都解决了很大的社会问题，所以非常容易被认可其伟大的价值。比如 马丁·路德·金、甘地等都是生前就已经非常伟大。只不过他们有可能为了伟大的社会变革付出 生命，但是同时代的人们也是认可其成就的。

不被马上认可：很少有政治家死后很久人们才突然发现其价值的。

(4) 科学领域。

被马上认可：当代社会的自然科学素养越来越高，越来越多的人做自然科学研究，因此许多伟大 的科学家的成就都能被同行理解。

不被马上认可：在古代，由于大众很少接受科学教育，缺乏批判性思考的能力，所以很多根深蒂固 的观点一旦被反驳，就很难以被人们接受。当代社会，科学有许多方面也难以迅速被认可，因为 任何科学都需要长时间的检验。比如弦论，虽然在理论上可以被计算出来，但是没有通过试验得 出，所以不能完全受到认可。

(5) 教育领域。

被马上认可：教育理论和实践的伟大也一般能够马上被认可，教育在这个时代可以迅速通过学生 的成绩、思考、融入社会和解决问题的能力得到检验，而不需要长时间的考验得到认可。


第二步：提纲


不需要把刚才头脑风暴的内容全部写进来，读者可以根据提纲的思路写出无数个不同的提纲，下面只是一个例子。

1. arts: can be decided by contemporaries




cause: face value → no need to prove

classification: Pope → Michelangelo; monarchs → Mozart; Mark Twin → best-selling author; modernist school of architecture → Frank Lloyd Wright

2. science: cannot be decided without historical perspective

causes: theory → disprove tomorrow → contribution

theory → needs long time scrutiny

case: wave theory, quantum theory → string theory

commentary: confirmed mathematically, not empirically

summary:

3. business: case-by-case

-: Henry Ford, assembly-line

+: Bill Gates


第三步：Thesis Statement


In my view the speaker unfairly generalizes. In some areas, especially the arts, greatness is often recognizable in its nascent stages. However, in other areas, particularly the physical sciences, greatness must be tested over time before it can be confirmed. In still other areas, such as business, the incubation period for greatness varies from case to case.


第四步：按照提纲写作(剩下所有步骤)


Can a person's greatness be recognized only in retrospect, by those who live after the person, as the speaker maintains? In my view the speaker unfairly generalizes. In some areas, especially the arts, greatness is often recognizable in its nascent stages. However, in other areas, particularly the physical sciences, greatness must be tested over time before it can be confirmed. In still other areas, such as business, the incubation period for greatness varies from case to case.

We do not require a rear-view mirror to recognize artistic greatness—whether in music, visual arts, or literature. The reason for this is simple: art can be judged at face value. There's nothing to be later proved or disproved, affirmed or discredited, or even improved upon or refined by further knowledge or newer technology. History is replete with examples of artistic greatness immediately recognized, then later confirmed. Through his patronage, the Pope recognized Michelangelo's artistic greatness, while the monarchs of Europe immediately recognized Mozart's greatness by granting him their most generous commissions. Mark Twain became a best-selling author and household name even during his lifetime. And the leaders of the modernist school of architecture marveled even as Frank Lloyd Wright was elevating their notions about architecture to new aesthetic heights.

By contrast, in the sciences it is difficult to identify greatness without the benefit of historical perspective. Any scientific theory might be disproved tomorrow, thereby demoting the theorist's contribution to the status of historical footnote. Or the theory might withstand centuries of rigorous scientific scrutiny. In any event, a theory may or may not serve as a springboard for later advances in theoretical science. A current example involves the ultimate significance of two opposing theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. Some theorists now claim that a new so-called "string" theory reconciles the two opposing theories—at least mathematically. Yet "strings" have yet to be confirmed empirically. Only time will tell whether string theory indeed provides the unifying laws that all matter in the universe obeys. In short, the significance of contributions made by theoretical scientists cannot be judged by their contemporaries—only by scientists who follow them.

In the realm of business, in some cases great achievement is recognizable immediately, while in other cases it is not. Consider on the one hand Henry Ford's assembly-line approach to manufacturing affordable cars for the masses. Even Ford could not have predicted the impact his innovations would have on the American economy and on the modern world. On the other hand, by any measure, Microsoft's Bill Gates has made an even greater contribution than Ford; after all, Gates is largely responsible for lifting American technology out of the doldrums during the 1970s to restore America to the status of economic powerhouse and technological leader of the world. And this contribution is readily recognizable now—as it is happening. Of course, the DOS and Windows operating systems, and even Gates'monopoly, might eventually become historical relics. Yet his greatness is already secured.




In sum, the speaker overlooks many great individuals, particularly in the arts and in business, whose achievements were broadly recognized as great even during their own time. Nevertheless, other great achievements, especially scientific ones, cannot be confirmed as such without the benefit of historical perspective.


例2(5) Claim: Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support they need in order to thrive.



Reason: It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and generated.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.


第一步：头脑风暴


• 切分法：1. 政府必须保证其主要城市有足够的财政支持以实现繁荣。2. 一个国家的文化传统主要在大城市里才得以保持和传承。3. 正是因为一个国家的文化传统主要在大城市保存和传承，所以政府必须保证其主要城市有足够的财政支持以繁荣发展。

1. 政府必须保证其主要城市有足够的财政支持以繁荣发展。

• 分类讨论：对繁荣的方面分类，讨论不同资助的好处和代价是什么，如何平衡好处和代价。

(1) 经济的繁荣：一方面需要给主要城市投资，资助是有价值的，因为经济发展的主要地方在大城市。但是经济发展是一个自由市场的行为，政府过多干预会带来一些副作用，有一个代价就是本来这笔钱可能可以用来解决基本生存问题。另外，小城市缺少资助会带来贫富差距，破坏社会公平。综合分析其利弊。

(2) 艺术的繁荣：政府资助大城市有一些好处，因为艺术中心往往在诸如纽约这样的大城市，但是要看是什么形式的资助，如果是纯粹为了艺术繁荣和发展的资助当然是合适的，但是如果出于政治考虑或者鼓吹性宣传，那么不仅没有让艺术繁荣反而会破坏艺术的完整性和客观性。另外，不一定要用财政支持，有时候政策上的支持也是有必要的或者足够的。因为政府资助艺术会付出代价，那就是这笔钱本来可能可以用来解决很多小城市的基本生存问题。

(3) 社会公共事业的繁荣：政府资助用来解决教育、医疗卫生、环境改善、交通状况、桥梁公路、饥饿、住房等问题，无论大城市还是小城市都是如此，因为这是国家繁荣的最基础方面。

(4) 科学的繁荣：政府资助不应该看大城市还是小城市，应该专注项目的价值。

• 充分必要分析：

(1) 出资保护文化传统不一定要政府负责。虽然公共卫生与国家安全对大城市繁荣很重要，但是政府资助不一定公正，无法判断哪些城市和哪些项目更值得资助。

(2) 不一定需要政府资助文化传统。私人或企业也可以资助文化传统，比如：文艺复兴时期的梅第奇资助拉斐尔和米开朗基罗; 20世纪的工业巨匠卡耐基、梅隆等私人基金会资助未来文化。许多慈善机构和行为可以保持文化传统。




(3) 文化可能在小镇，尤其是民俗、手工艺、民乐等。

(4) 政府对大城市的资助不一定带来繁荣，因为繁荣的原因很多，包括历史因素、政治因素、创造力等。

2. 一个国家的文化传统主要在大城市里才得以保持和传承。

• 分类讨论：

标准一：对城市进行分类讨论。

(1) 在发达国家，社会多元化保存很好，国家对各方面都可以维护得很好，文化传统应该会多元化出现，而不应该集中出现在大城市。

(2) 在有些发展中国家，由于政府的资助有限，导致大城市的文化会更好地保存下来。

(3) 在另外一些国家，也有可能政府或者其他经济情况完全不干涉社会发展，所以可能在大城市和小城市都有文化传统，只是形式和内容不一样。

标准二：对文化传统分类。

因为不同的地区会发展出不同的文化传统，其实跟大城市还是小城市无关，只是文化传统的形式不同而已。

(1) 人际关系。大城市和小城市的文化传统区别，包括大都市更容易产生快速交流的传统，而小城市的大家庭形式和亲缘系统会形成一种其他形式的家庭和情感交流的传统。

(2) 艺术传统。大城市的多元艺术和博物馆气氛会让文化更容易保留，但是小城市的独特艺术形式也容易发展，比如手工艺、民俗音乐。

(3) 价值观和宗教观。大城市和小城市的价值观或许有差异，会形成各自的文化传统，大城市更容易形成快节奏的文化和快速消费的文化，而小城市更容易形成民俗、仪式等文化传统。另外，宗教传统往往跟城市大小无关，而跟个体、家庭和社团有关。

(4) 语言学传统。流行语言更容易在大城市产生。

3. 正是因为一个国家的文化传统主要在大城市保存和传承，所以政府必须保证其主要城市有足够的财政支持以繁荣发展。

即便国家的文化传统主要在大城市保存和传承，政府也不应该只是资助大城市，因为资助并不一定带来繁荣，另外虽然小城市文化传统可能没有大城市集中，但可能是更难以复制和更有价值的。


第二步：提纲


INTRODUCTION: segmentation.(1) ...is a proper function of government; (2) government support is necessary; (3) cultural traditions are preserved in large cities.

BODY:

1. subsidizing cultural traditions is not a proper role of government

1.1 should not extend tenuously to preserving traditions

1.2 unconscionable to relegate normative decisions as to which cities are more deserving

1.3 legislators are likely to make choices in favor of their hometowns, interests

2. not necessary role of government

classification: Medicis → Michelangelo and Raphael; Carnegie, Mellon → twentieth century cultural support; Ted and Bill Gates → tomorrow cultural support

3. disagree:




folk art, crafts, traditional songs, customs and ceremonies, etc.


第三步：Thesis Statement


The speaker's claim is actually threefold: (1) ensuring the survival of large cities and, in turn, that of cultural traditions, is a proper function of government; (2) government support is needed for our large cities and cultural traditions to survive and thrive; and (3) cultural traditions are preserved and generated primarily in our large cities. I strongly disagree with all three claims.


第四步：写作


The speaker's claim is actually threefold: (1) ensuring the survival of large cities and, in turn, that of cultural traditions, is a proper function of government; (2) government support is needed for our large cities and cultural traditions to survive and thrive; and (3) cultural traditions are preserved and generated primarily in our large cities. I strongly disagree with all three claims.

First of all, subsidizing cultural traditions is not a proper role of government. Admittedly, certain objectives, such as public health and safety, are so essential to the survival of large cities and of nations that government has a duty to ensure that they are met. However, these objectives should not extend tenuously to preserving cultural traditions. Moreover, government cannot possibly play an evenhanded role as cultural patron. Inadequate resources call for restrictions, priorities, and choices. It is unconscionable to relegate normative decisions as to which cities or cultural traditions are more deserving, valuable, or needy to a few legislators, whose notions about culture might be misguided or unrepresentative of those of the general populace. Also, legislators are all too likely to make choices in favor of the cultural agendas of their home towns and states, or of lobbyists with the most money and influence.

Secondly, subsidizing cultural traditions is not a necessary role of government. A lack of private funding might justify an exception. However, culture—by which I chiefly mean the fine arts—has always depended primarily on the patronage of private individuals and businesses, and not on the government. The Medicis, a powerful banking family of Renaissance Italy, supported artists Michelangelo and Raphael. During the 20th Century the primary sources of cultural support were private foundations established by industrial magnates Carnegie, Mellon, Rockefeller and Getty. And tomorrow cultural support will come from our new technology and media moguls—including the likes of Ted Turner and Bill Gates. In short, philanthropy is alive and well today, and so government need not intervene to ensure that our cultural traditions are preserved and promoted.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the speaker unfairly suggests that large cities serve as the primary breeding ground and sanctuaries for a nation's cultural traditions. Today a nation's distinct cultural traditions—its folk art, crafts, traditional songs, customs and ceremonies—burgeon instead in small towns and rural regions. Admittedly, our cities do serve as our centers for "high art"; big cities are where we deposit, display, and boast the world's preeminent art, architecture, and music. But big-city culture has little to do anymore with one nation's distinct cultural traditions. After all, modern cities are essentially multicultural stew pots; accordingly, by assisting large cities a government is actually helping to create a global culture as well to subsidize the traditions of other nations' cultures.

In the final analysis, government cannot philosophically justify assisting large cities for the purpose of either promoting or preserving the nation's cultural traditions; nor is government assistance necessary toward these ends. Moreover, assisting large cities would have little bearing on our distinct cultural traditions, which abide elsewhere.




第二节　范文分析方法

如何阅读一篇范文?不是消极地读懂每一个句子是什么意思就够了，而需要积极阅读，把自己从一个阅读者转变为一个写作者。在读完每一个句子和段落之后，一定要想每一个句子的功能，每个段落采取了什么写作方法，是什么结构。思考了这些问题，结合前面分析学习到的写作策略，看看这篇文章是如何做的，这才是学习范文最科学的方法，并且读完每一篇文章后，都必须要写出文章的提纲。下面通过阅读范文来分析。


例1(76) We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people whose views contradict our own.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

(1) Do we learn more from people whose ideas we share than from those whose ideas contradict ours? The speaker claims so, for the reason that disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning. (2) I concede that undue discord can impede learning. Otherwise, in my view we learn far more from discourse and debate with those whose ideas we oppose than from people whose ideas are in accord with our own. (3) Admittedly, under some circumstances disagreement with others can be counterproductive to learning. (4) For supporting examples one need look no further than a television set. On today's typical television or radio (1) Do we learn more from people whose ideas we share than from those whose ideas contradict ours? The speaker claims so, for the reason that disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning. (2) I concede that undue discord can impede learning. Otherwise, in my view we learn far more from discourse and debate with those whose ideas we oppose than from people whose ideas are in accord with our own. (3) Admittedly, under some circumstances disagreement with others can be counterproductive to learning. (4) For supporting examples one need look no further than a television set. On today's typical television or radio talk show, disagreement usually manifests itself in meaningless rhetorical bouts and shouting matches, during which opponents vie to have their own message heard, but have little interest either in finding common ground with or in acknowledging the merits of the opponent's viewpoint. (5) Understandably, neither the combatants nor the viewers learn anything meaningful. In fact, these battles only serve to reinforce the predispositions and biases of all concerned. The end result is that learning is impeded. (6) Disagreement can also inhibit learning when two opponents disagree on fundamental assumptions needed for meaningful discourse and debate. (7) For example, a student of paleontology learns little about the evolution of an animal species under current study by debating with an individual whose religious belief system precludes the possibility of evolution to begin with. (8) And, economics and finance students learn little about the dynamics of a laissez-faire system by debating with a socialist whose view is that a centralized power should control all economic activity. (9) Aside from the foregoing two provisos, however, I fundamentally disagree with the speaker's claim. Assuming common ground between two rational and reasonable opponents willing to debate on intellectual merits, both opponents stand to gain much from that debate. (10) Indeed it is primarily through such debate that human knowledge advances, whether at the personal, community, or global level. (11) At the personal level, by listening to their parents'rationale for their seemingly oppressive rules and policies teenagers can learn how certain behaviors naturally carry certain undesirable consequences. At the same time, by listening to their teenagers'concerns about autonomy and about peer pressures parents can learn the valuable lesson that effective parenting and control are two different things. (12) At the community level, through dispassionate dialogue an environmental activist can come to understand the legitimate economic concerns of those whose jobs depend on the continued profitable operation of a factory. Conversely, the latter might stand to learn much about the potential public health price to be paid by ensuring job growth and a low unemployment rate. (13) Finally, at the global level, two nations with opposing political or economic interests can reach mutually beneficial agreements by striving to understand the other's legitimate concerns for its national security, its political sovereignty, the stability of its economy and currency, and so forth. (14) In sum, unless two opponents in a debate are each willing to play on the same field and by the same rules, I concede that disagreement can impede learning. Otherwise, reasoned discourse and debate between people with opposing viewpoints is the very foundation upon which human knowledge advances. Accordingly, on balance the speaker is fundamentally correct.




(1)General Statement用修辞疑问句同义转述issue题干的意思。

(2)Thesis Statement暗示正负分析。首先认为相反观点会阻碍学习；然后认为从观点相反的人身上能学到东西。

(3)承认的第一个层次的主题句。

(4)举例证明：脱口秀

(5)对该例子做因果分析(effect:serve to)，并且总结出观点。

(6)承认的第二个层次的主题句。

(7)第一个例子：古生物学生和排斥进化论的宗教学生。

(8)经济学学生、金融学学生和社会学家

(9)第二个模块，也就是相反立场的主题句。

(10)相反观点“从观点相反的人身上能够学习到东西”的essay map, 就是结构暗示：从个人、社会和全球角度分析。

(11) 个人层面：因果分析。teenagers: listening to parents'rules → behave well Parents: listening to teenagers'concerns → effective parenting

(12) 社会层面：因果分析。 environmental activist: dialogue → legitimate economic concerns factory: potential public health price

(13) 全球层面：因果分析。 nations: understand other's concern → mutually beneficial agreement

(14)结尾段，总结全文。相当于 Thesis Statement的同义改写。


(范文)



[提纲]


+:

1. disagreement → counterproductive

television or radio talk show

2. fundamental assumptions:

paleontology student, religion precludes evolution

economics, finance student and socialist

-:

3. human knowledge advances through debate

3.1 personal level: teenagers and parents




teenagers: listening to parents' rules → behave well

parents: listening to teenagers' concerns → effective parenting

3.2 community level: environmental activist and factory

environmental activist: dialogue → legitimate economic concerns

factory: potential public health price

3.3 global level: understand other's concerns → mutually beneficial agreement


例2(33) As we acquire more knowledge, things do not become more comprehensible, but more complex and mysterious.


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

(1) Does knowledge render things more comprehensible, or more complex and mysterious? (2) In my view the acquisition of knowledge brings about all three at the same time. This paradoxical result is aptly explained and illustrated by a number of advances in our scientific knowledge. (3) Consider, for example, the sonar system on which blind bats rely to navigate and especially to seek prey. (4) Researchers have learned that this system is startlingly sophisticated. By emitting audible sounds, then processing the returning echoes, a bat can determine in a nanosecond not only how far away its moving prey is but also the prey's speed, direction, size and even species! (5) This knowledge acquired helps explain, of course, how bats navigate and survive. (6) Yet at the same time this knowledge points out the incredible complexity of the auditory and brain functions of certain animals, even of mere humans, and creates a certain mystery and wonder about how such systems ever evolved organically. (7) Or consider our knowledge of the universe. (8) Advances in telescope and space-exploration technology seem to corroborate the theory of a continually expanding universe that began at the very beginning of time with a "big bang." (9) On the one hand this knowledge, assuming it qualifies as such, helps us comprehend our place in the universe and our ultimate destiny. (10) Yet on the other hand it adds yet another chapter to the mystery about what existed before time and the universe. (11) Or consider the area of atomic physics. (12) The naked human eye perceives very little, of course, of the complexity of matter. To our distant ancestors the physical world appeared simple—seemingly comprehensible by means of sight and touch. Then by way of scientific knowledge we learned that all matter is comprised of atoms, which are further comprised of protons, neutrons, and electrons. Then we discovered an even more basic unit of matter called the quark. And now a new so-called "string" theory posits the existence of an even more fundamental, and universal, unit of matter. (13) On the one hand, these discoveries have rendered things more comprehensible, by explaining and reconciling empirical observations of how matter behaves. The string theory also reconciles the discrepancy between the quantum and wave theories of physics. (14) On the other hand, each discovery has in turn revealed that matter is more complex than previously thought. In fact, the string theory, which is theoretically sound, calls for seven more dimensions—in addition to the three we already know about! I'm hard-pressed to imagine anything more complex or mysterious. (15) In sum, the statement overlooks a paradox about knowledge acquired, at least when it comes to understanding the physical world. When through knowledge a thing becomes more comprehensible and explainable we realize at the same time that it is more complex and mysterious than previously thought.

(1) 用修辞疑问句写General Statement, 同义改写题干。

(2)在Thesis Statement中立场采取可调和分析，并且暗示结构上从几个科学的角度分类讨论。

(3)第一个领域的主题句(观点在 Thesis Statement里面，有的内容这里可以不用再写出来了)。




(4)例子。用了一个过程分析方法：emit → process → determine → survive。

(5)这个例子的分析+: 可理解。

(6)这个例子的分析-: 更神秘和令人困惑。

(7)第二个领域。

(8)例子：宇宙大爆炸。

(9)例子分析+: 如何可理解。

(10)例子分析-: 如何变得复杂和不可理解。

(11)第三个领域：原子物理和物质结构。

(12)空间上的分类分析，从最宏观到最微观：sight and touch → atoms → protons, neutrons, electrons → quark → string theory。

(13)例子分析+ : 如何变得可理解。

(14)例子分析-: 如何变得复杂；如何变得更加难以理解。

(15) 结尾段。重述Thesis Statement。


(范文)



[提纲]


1. sonar system of bats: emit → process → determine → survive

+: explainable

-: incredible complexity: evolve

2. universe: big bang

+: comprehend our place

-: what existed before time and universe

3. atomic physics: sight and touch → atoms → protons, neutrons, electrons → quark → string theory

+: explain: reconcile wave and quantum theory

-: complex: seven more dimensions

第三节　ETS公布的6分文章与评论

考生在平时阅读与学习任何GRE写作范文的时候都应该按照上述方法来分析。强烈推荐考生阅读一定量的GRE写作优秀范文。下面给出ETS公布的GRE写作获得6分的文章。考生重点分析下面的文章是如何运用分析的方法和手段获得6分的。但是要注意的是，这不是完美的文章，是某考生在考场上限定时间内写的文章，所以是有问题的，因此这些文章只能作为一个参考，分析他人是如何做到深度分析的。还要注意的是，写GRE作文不一定要按照这样的方法写，而本书前面讲的方法也不是获得GRE高分的唯一方式，只不过更系统、更简单有效，便于操作罢了。另外，每一篇文章后面都有ETS的官方点评，也需要认真阅读。


Sample 1



"The media (books, film, music, television, for example) tend to create rather than reflect the values of a society."






Score of 6


For our grandparents it occurred through films and books. For the baby boomers it was a result of television and revolutionary music. No matter how the impact took place, it is clear that since its very advent, the media have played a crucial role in not simply being representative of the values of our society but creating them as well.

During the roaring twenties Americans found themselves in a struggle between the old ways of their ancestors and the new ways of the future. The once steadfast beliefs that men and women should not touch while dancing, and that ladies should not drink or smoke were suddenly being challenged. From where was all this rebellion stemming? Partly it was due to the returning doughboys from the shores of Europe bringing home revolutionary ideas they had encountered while at war. Nonetheless, returning soldiers could not be held responsible for the social upheaval that America experienced. There had to be another cause, and there was, the media. Although the films of the era were silent they spoke volumes to the society for which they were created. Women in these movies wore their hemlines a few inches shorter than the decade before them and they wore cosmetics to accentuate their new bobbed haircuts. The movies, as well as the books of that era, demonstrated a new materialistic attitude that America had never before experienced. Films portrayed every character as having the money to buy a new car, drink, smoke and partake in the leisure's of life, a philosophy that was soon adopted by the youth of the decade. The use of the media in the twenties was to serve as a catalyst for the revolutionary ideas that were circulating. The films and books of that era sped America along its path of change that eventually led to the greatest social unrest that the United States had ever known.

Unlike the twenties, the sixties and seventies utilized the media in a way that appealed to those searching for truth in a lost and confused world. Martin Luther King Jr. realized the impact of the media on society during his campaign for civil rights. King urged his followers to withstand any abuse that they might encounter because the media will take their peacefulness into the homes of their society. By doing so, King successfully began to change the traditional view of race. Americans began to sympathize with the protesters because of the undeserved turmoil they faced at the hands of the government. As a result, America relinquished the Jim Crow laws and saw many other groups press for their individual rights as well. Television cameras rolled as Cesar Chavez organized the migrant workers in California and as Bella Abzug and Gloria Steinham linked arms to protest the lack of women's rights.

While the media helped to shape some attitudes about racism and gender it also helped to uncover the truth behind government lies. During the Nixon


COMMENTARY


This is an outstanding response, even though it is not quite finished. The writer's views on the issue are so cogent, well articulated, and well developed that the writer was not penalized for failing to provide a conclusion. What matters is the quality of thinking and writing displayed, not whether an essay is totally finished or has a certain number of words.

The writer's skill is apparent in the opening lines. The first words, "For our grandparents it occurred," immediately spark the reader's interest. The quick repetition of sentence structure and, once again, the intentionally vague use of "it" ("For the baby boomers it was") effectively draw the reader in. By the third sentence, we know that this essay will address the complexity of the issue ("not simply being representative... but creating them as well") and that the writer is fully in command of this discussion.

The rest of the essay addresses the influence of historical events and media on the values of modern society, from the "roaring twenties" to the "sixties and seventies." Insightful analysis accompanies the historical references. For example, the writer persuasively argues that prominent figures (King, but also Chavez, Abzug, and Steinham) advanced their social agendas by capitalizing on the power of the media to change public opinion.




Throughout the essay, the writer uses language and syntax effectively. Word choice is precise ("cosmetics to accentuate their new bobbed haircuts"), sentences are structured to communicate ideas clearly ("There had to be another cause, and there was, the media"), and transitional phrases help move the argument forward ("Unlike the twenties, the sixties..." and "By doing so, King successfully began to change the traditional view of race.").

Occasional errors do appear (e.g., note the lack of logical comparison in "women... wore their hemlines... shorter than the decade before them"), but they are not intrusive.

Other 6 essays might be more fully developed; indeed, this essay would be stronger if the writer had gone on to discuss the media's role in Nixon's Watergate scandal and to bring the argument to its conclusion. However, even in its unfinished state, the essay does present an insightful, well-articulated discussion of the issue.


Sample 2



"Our declining environment may bring the people of the world together as no politician, philosopher, or war ever could. Environmental problems are global in scope and respect no nation's boundaries. Therefore, people are faced with the choice of unity and cooperation on the one hand or disunity and a common tragedy on the other."



Score of 6


The solution to the world's growing environmental problems may have to wait awhile. It has been said that "environmental problems are global and respect no nation's boundaries." Unfortunately, pollution and its consequences still fall to large measure on those least likely to do anything about it: poor countries willing to sacrifice anything in order to sit at the table with the world's wealthy.

As far as the industrialized nations of the world are concerned, the world is a big place. Environmental destruction taking place outside their borders may sometimes be fodder for government pronouncements of concern, but few concrete actions. Deforestation of the Amazon, for instance, is of vital concern to all those who wish to continue breathing. But the only effective deterrent to this activity, the restriction of international aid money to those countries showing net deforestation, has been stalled in the United Nations by those unwilling to "interfere" in the internal politics of other nations.

Because of the differential impact of polluting activities around the world, and even in different regions of a single country, many governments will undoubtedly continue to promulgate only modest environmental regulations. Costs to polluting companies will continue to carry as much weight as the benefit of a pollution-free environment. Particularly in the current political climate of the United States, the well-documented expense of today's pollution-control measures will be stacked against the unknown long-term effects of polluting activities. "Why should I spend millions of dollars a year, which causes me to have to raise the cost of my goods or eliminate jobs, if no one really knows if air pollution is all that harmful? Show me the proof," an air polluting company may demand.

Realistically, it won't be until critical mass is achieved that the hoped for "choice of unity and cooperation" will be a viable one. Only when the earth as a whole is so polluted that life itself becomes increasingly difficult for a majority of the world's people will there likely be the political will to force global environmental laws on governments worldwide. But the optimists (read: environmental activists) among us continue to believe that the world can be shown the error of its ways. They continue to point out that the sky is probably falling—or at least developing a big hole. The world, as a whole, ignores them.




One would hope, however, that governments, perhaps through a strengthened U.N., could somehow be forced to realize that when the Earth reaches the critical mass of pollution, it may be too late to do anything about it. That would be a "common tragedy" indeed.


COMMENTARY


This excellent response displays an in-depth analysis of the issue and superior facility with language.

While acknowledging that environmental problems are serious and of global dimensions, the essay explores the complexity of international cooperation. Such cooperation, the essay argues, runs into a variety of problems, and the writer offers persuasive examples to support that point:

—the unwillingness of nations to "interfere" with other nations through political measures such as restriction of foreign aid.

—inadequate environmental regulations, which are caused both by "the differential impact of polluting activities" between countries and regions and by the difficulty of comparing the "long-term effects of polluting activities" with the more easily documented, short-term costs of reducing pollution.

The essay distinguishes itself in part by its excellent organization. The first paragraph analyzes the claim and announces the writer's position; the second and third paragraphs provide clear examples supporting that position. The skillful use of a quotation from a business person vividly illustrates the economic impact of pollution controls. The last two paragraphs bring a sense of closure to the essay by continuing the theme announced in the first paragraph—that cooperation must wait until more dire circumstances produce the political will necessary to reduce pollution.

The essay exhibits superior control of grammar and syntax, with only minor errors. Transitional phrases— "because", "however", "for instance" —help guide the reader through the argument. Also, effective sentence variety and the use of precise word choice help confirm the score of 6.


Sample 3



"In our time, specialists of all kinds are highly over-rated. We need more generalists—people who can provide broad perspectives."



Score of 6


In this era of rapid social and technological change leading to increasing life complexity and psychological displacement, both positive and negative effects among persons in Western society call for a balance in which there are both specialists and generalists.

Specialists are necessary in order to allow society as a whole to properly and usefully assimilate the masses of new information and knowledge that have come out of research and have been widely disseminated through mass global media. As the head of Pharmacology at my university once said (and I paraphrase): "I can only research what I do because there are so many who have come before me to whom I can turn for basic knowledge. It is only because of each of the narrowly focused individuals at each step that a full and true understanding of the complexities of life can be had. Each person can only hold enough knowledge to add one small rung to the ladder, but together we can climb to the moon." This illustrates the point that our societies level of knowledge and technology is at a stage in which there simply must be specialists in order for our society to take advantage of the information available to us.

Simply put, without specialists, our society would find itself bogged down in the Sargasso sea of information overload. While it was fine for early physicists to learn and understand the few laws and ideas that existed during their times, now, no one individual can possibly digest and assimilate all of the knowledge in any given area.




On the other hand, Over specialization means narrow foci in which people can lose the larger picture. No one can hope to understand the human body by only inspecting one's own toe-nails. What we learn from a narrow focus may be internally logically coherent but may be irrelevant or fallacious within the framework of a broader perspective. Further, if we inspect only our toe-nails, we may conclude that the whole body is hard and white. Useful conclusions and thus perhaps useful inventions must come by sharing among specialists. Simply throwing out various discoveries means we have a pile of useless discoveries, it is only when one can make with them a mosaic that we can see that they may form a picture.

Not only may over-specialization be dangerous in terms of the truth, purity and cohesion of knowledge, but it can also serve to drown moral or universal issues. Generalists and only generalists can see a broad enough picture to realize and introduce to the world the problems of the environment. With specialization, each person focuses on their research and their goals. Thus, industrialization, expansion, and new technologies are driven ahead. Meanwhile no individual can see the holistic view of our global existence in which true advancement may mean stifling individual specialists for the greater good of all.

Finally, over-specialization in a people's daily lives and jobs has meant personal and psychological compartmentalization. People are forced into pigeon holes early in life (at least by university) and must consciously attempt to consume external forms of stimuli and information in order not to be lost in their small and isolated universe. Not only does this make for narrowly focused and generally poorly-educated individuals, but it guarantees a sense of loss of community, often followed by a feeling of psychological displacement and personal dissatisfaction.

Without generalists, society becomes inward-looking and eventually inefficient. Without a society that recognizes the importance of broad-mindedness and for sharing generalities, individuals become isolated. Thus, while our form of society necessitates specialists, generalists are equally important. Specialists drive us forward in a series of thrusts while generalists make sure we are still on the jousting field and know what the stakes are.


Reader Comment on 6


This outstanding response displays insightful analysis, meticulous development, impressive vocabulary and a mastery of the elements of effective writing. The writer disagrees with the stated opinions by arguing that specialists and generalists are both vital: specialists prevent us from becoming "bogged down in the Sargasso sea of information overload, "while generalists provide help to see" the big picture" and, unlike specialists, protect our "greater good."

The essay is carefully constructed throughout, enabling the reader to move effortlessly from point to point as the writer examines the multi-faceted implications of the issue and provides compelling reasons and examples to support the premise and take the argument to an effective conclusion. Although other "6" responses may not be as eloquent as this essay, they nevertheless all display the test taker's ability to articulate complex ideas effectively and precisely.


Sample 4



"It is unfortunate that today's educators place so much emphasis on finding out what students want to include in the curriculum and then giving it to them. It is the educators'duty to determine the curriculum and the students' duty to study what is presented to them."



Score 6


The statement above conceals infesting connotations far above curriculum development. Issues of classroom control and development of scholarly talents are at stake, not simply a debate over which books are acceptable or over revisionist histories.




The statement itself is a bit misleading in that in my experience, student control over curriculum hardly existed. Each year, there were certain course offerings made available, and students were to choose from those offerings, of course bearing in mind requirements for graduation set forth by the administration. On a classroom level, the immediate, initial material may have been somewhat directed by the students, but this was a part of the process allowed by the teacher/professor in order to gain the interest and attention of the students. However, too much of any one thing becomes problematic; letting students set the curriculum, as with letting students choose and design their own major in college, serves ultimately to dilute the quality of the educational experience unless a single advisor can devote significant amounts of time to the individual student. This amount of time, or even the expense to the student of this individual attention, seem to indicate that resources would be better allocated elsewhere.

Of course, any school in which the students decide "what goes" is bound to have problems controlling students. Once the educators, be they administrators or teachers, are under the control of students, even a democratic situation would be like holding royalty accountable to the mob. Presently, students hear for hours that they should not forget to use a condom in the heat of the moment, and educators think the message gets through, while half the kids can't even remember to bring a pencil to class. Students go to school not to simply learn the Pythagorean theorem, but to learn direction and receive guidance. This cannot occur when students are in charge, and standards, already hard to find in America's contemporary public schools, will become unenforceable. If students dictate and administrators do, students will never learn academic responsibility, and if they can't be held accountable for homework, what other responsibilities will they avoid when they get older?

But in another sense, teachers and students do exist in a partnership of sorts. Teachers are there to satisfy the needs of the student, and the student, while perhaps not being the most experienced/knowledgeable person on what his/her needs actually are (versus wants), at least should be afforded some say. In addition, we must remember what the purpose of education is, and that there are different levels of education.

In high school, the focus is not so much on learning actual material. The focus is on developing study habits, and on social interaction. The best secondary schools promote an environment in which individual creativity and pacing can be developed, where students are taught to think on their own, and learn to debate and argue in a scholarly way, through writing and other formal methods of discourse. Group collaboration and interpersonal skills are developed and honed. The actual details of what is studied and tested is of less importance. Whether a student reads Maya Angelou, or Yeats, or Euripides essentially is beside the point as long as a student's mind is cultivated, not just their ability to record and recite. What is important is that secondary students develop and grow in the hands of the professionals.

The secondary educational experience is designed to prepare a student for college. It is in college where the individual learns to examine the world and how it works, and the individual's place in it.

As for duty, it is the educators' duty not simply to determine the curriculum, but to present it effectively. They cannot half-heartedly paint it on the blackboard, they must enliven it and actually teach. Hard work must be lauded, while freeloaders are punished. These are the duties of teachers, and the duty of the students is not just to learn or study, but to grow. An independent mind is what students need, and that mind has to be in a position to want and be able to question beyond the material presented, not simply to question its legitimacy. That distinction, though subtle, is the difference between letting the students follow a self-destructive course of premature self-determination on the one hand, and permitting on the other hand the fostering of great talents through a cooperative, mentoring relationship





COMMENTARY


This is an insightful, well-articulated discussion of curricular responsibility and the larger issue of academic responsibility. After a brief introduction examining assumptions implied by the topic, the writer skillfully develops the position that letting students dictate the curriculum could dilute the educational experience. Allowing students to determine the curriculum, the writer claims, will deny them the guidance and direction they need to learn academic responsibility.

The line of reasoning is strengthened by the discussion of how teachers and students can work in partnership to satisfy the needs of students. The argument is further advanced with concrete examples from high school courses showing how teachers provide guidance for students through group collaboration, development of interpersonal skills, and preparation for college. The examples are varied (from condom use to reading Angelou, Yeats, or Euripides) and used effectively to further support the writer's position.

In the conclusion, the writer thoughtfully discusses how educators should not only determine the curriculum but present it in an enlivened and appropriate manner. The final sentence, contrasting a "self-destructive course of premature self-determination" and "a cooperative, mentoring relationship," ties the essay together.

The essay is clearly organized, although the writer does not rely on conventional phrases (such as "first", "second", etc.) to signal the organizational structure. Instead, the organization and focus progress through the line of reasoning that moves fluently and coherently from one paragraph to the next.

Language use is generally precise and effective (e.g.,"holding royalty accountable to the mob"), and sentence structure is well controlled (e.g.,"hard work must be lauded, while freeloaders are punished"). The few errors are minor, the kind that can easily be made—and forgiven—under testing conditions.

This outstanding response received a score of 6.


Sample 5



"The best ideas arise from a passionate interest in commonplace things."



Score 6


Even the most brilliant thinkers, from Socrates to Satre, live lives in time. A childhood, an adolescence, an adulthood; these are common to me and you as well as the greatest writers. Furthermore, many of the great thinkers we esteem in our Western culture lived somewhat uneventful lives. What distinguished their life from say a common laborer was their work. Therefore, what provided the grist for their work? One might say that they were brilliant and this alone was sufficient to distinguish their lives from the masses. Intellect alone can not devise situations or thoughts from no where; there must be a basis and that basis is most common, if not always, observation of the common, of the quotidian. Critics of this idea may argue that these thinkers were products of fine educations and were well schooled in the classics. This, they may point to, is the real basis for their knowledge. I would argue that although it may be a benefit to study classics and be well schooled in diverse disciplines, these pursuits merely refine and hone an ability each and every person has, the ability to study human nature. Where best to study human nature than in the day to day routine each one of us can witness in him or herself or those around us.

I propose that the two best disciplines to understand this power of the commonplace and its ability to cause a groundswell of thought are philosophy and literature. Every school of philosophy, from the Greeks to our day, share a common mission or intent and that is to understand and explain human existence, with all of its concomitant features. Generally speaking, the Greek philosophers, epitomized in Aristotle, attempted to set down rules for human behavior founded on logic. These rules applied not only to the rare forms of human behavior but largely focused on the more mundane motions of daily life. Many of Aristotle's rules were based on his observations of others as well as himself. Contrast this venture with the existentialists of our century who attempted to look behind the real motivations of human behavior as well understand man's relation to the Universe. To do this, what did these philosophers do? They studied those around them; they submerged themselves in the commonplace, in cities with hordes of anonymous people. While the existentialists, as well those philosophers before, exploited their uncommon education and intellect, the basis for their movement was ordinary human behavior and existence.




Finally, literature is similar to philosophy in that it seeks to explain and understand human behavior and therefore rooted in the commonplace. Nevertheless, its relative strength over philosophy is literature's ability to emotionally and spiritually move the reader through the use of contrived situations and fictional characters. It can do this when even the central theme of a piece maybe love between a man and a woman (e.g. commonplace). Literature also distinguishes itself from philosophy in that the breadth of the fiction may be huge. The plot and the detail can be quite ordinary or fantastic. However, this does not mean that the central themes of all literature, whether ordinary or fantastic, deal with human beings and the problems they find in the world, something which we all share.

In conclusion, I hope it has been shown that a passionate desire to understand and explain human behavior, the significance of our existence and deal constructively with the challenges of life are the centerpieces of at least in two of the most influential areas in human thought. What is more commonplace than the existence of man.


COMMENTARY


This essay sustains a well-focused and insightful analysis of the issue. Beginning with the observation that the greatest thinkers "live lives in time," the writer reasons that the great thinkers develop their ideas through observation of common occurrences and everyday reality. One of the strengths of this essay is the way in which it thoughtfully considers the opposing claim: that great thinkers are primarily the product of fine education, and that, being "well schooled in the classics," they are far removed from everyday life. The writer notes that, while it "may be a benefit to study classics", it is nevertheless true that being "well schooled in diverse disciplines" will simply "refine and hone an ability to study human nature" in its everyday manifestations. This observation is indicative of the writer's sophisticated grasp of the complexities of the issue.

The writer goes on to demonstrate the intellectual "power of the commonplace" by skillfully developing two compelling examples from academic life: philosophy and literature. Aristotle is cited as a philosopher who studied the "more mundane motions of daily life.” Similarly, the writer explains, twentieth-century existentialists, in attempting to understand man's relation to the universe, found inspiration in the commonplace.

Another strength in this essay is the way it introduces an idea and then builds on that idea as the argument unfolds. For instance, in a discussion of the existentialists in the second paragraph, the writer expands on an earlier point about "thinkers" in general: the existentialists may have "exploited their uncommon education and intellect," but the "basis for their movement was ordinary human behavior and existence." It is logical connections such as these that make for a coherent and well-focused discussion.

The writer uses language fluently and controls sophisticated syntax throughout the essay: " I would argue that although it may be a benefit to study classics and be well schooled in diverse disciplines, these pursuits merely refine and hone an ability each and every person has, the ability to study human nature.” This is not a flawless paper: word choice, for example, is not always precise. But the essay's cogent analysis, effective organization, and sophisticated sentence structure merit a solid score of 6.





Sample 6



"Both the development of technological tools and the uses to which humanity has put them have created modern civilizations in which loneliness is ever increasing."



Score 6


Technology, broadly defined as the use of tools, has a long history. Ever since Erg the caveman first conked an animal with a rock, people have been using technology. For thousands of years, the use of tools allowed people to move ever closer together. Because fields could be cultivated and the technology to store food existed, people would live in cities rather than in small nomadic tribes. Only very lately have Erg's descendants come to question the benefits of technology. The Industrial Revolution introduced and spread technologies that mechanized many tasks. As a result of the drive toward more efficient production and distribution (so the ever larger cities would be supported), people began to act as cogs in the technological machine. Clothing was no longer produced by groups of women sewing and gossiping together, but by down-trodden automation's operating machinery in grim factories.

The benefits of the new technology of today, computers and the Internet, are particularly ambiguous. They have made work ever more efficient and knit the world together in a web of information and phone lines. Some visionaries speak of a world in which Erg need not check in to his office; he can just dial in from home. He won't need to go to a bar to pick up women because there are all those chat rooms. Hungry? Erg orders his groceries from an online delivery service. Bored? Download a new game. And yet...

Many people, myself included, are a little queasy about that vision. Erg may be doing work, but is it real work? Are his online friends real friends? Does anything count in a spiritual way if it's just digital? Since the Industrial Revolution, we have been haunted by the prospect that we are turning into our machines: efficient, productive, soulless. The newest technologies, we fear, are making us flat as our screens, turning us into streams of bits of interchangeable data. We may know a lot of people, but we have few real friends. We have a lot of things to do, but no reason to do them. In short, the new technology emphasizes a spiritual crisis that has been building for quite some time.

As I try to unravel which I believe about the relative merits of technology, I think it is instructive to remember technology's original result. A better plow meant easier farming, more food, longer lives, and more free time to pursue other things such as art. Our newest technology does not give us more free time; it consumes our free time. We are terminally distracted from confronting ourselves or each other. We stay safe, and lonely, in our homes and offices rather than taking the risk of meeting real people or trying new things.

While I am certainly not a Luddite, I do believe we need to look for a bit more balance between technology and life. We have to tear ourselves away from the fatal distractions and go out into the world. Technology has given us long lives and endless supplies of information. Now we need to apply that information, use the time we're not spending cooking our dinner with a club, and find our reasons for living.


COMMENTARY


This outstanding response displays cogent reasoning, insightful, persuasive analysis, and superior control of language. The response immediately identifies the complexities of the issue and then playfully explores both the benefits and the drawbacks of technological developments over the course of human history. The writer maintains that a "balance between technology and life" is necessary if humans are going to abate the loneliness that is part of modern existence.

In contrasting the intended purpose of technology at the beginning of the Industrial Revolution with the end result of the use of today's technology, the writer skillfully expands the initial position and makes a sound point: "While technological developments have helped society in a practical way, they have contributed to a spiritual crisis that has been building for quite some time."




The analysis is tightly organized. With well-chosen examples and a character called Erg, the response moves well beyond a listing of examples, developing the analysis over five focused paragraphs, each building on the previous one. The conclusion—that as a result of technology the individual begins to lose sight of the need to connect with fellow citizens in a meaningful way—follows directly from the preceding paragraphs, while adding substantive analysis.

This writer is clearly in command of language and syntax, varying the sentence structure to express concepts succinctly. Word choice is generally precise and often highly effective, as in the following examples: "down-trodden automation," and "haunted by the prospect that we are turning into our machines: efficient, productive, soulless."


Sample 7



"Wisdom is rightfully attributed not to people who know what to look for in life but to people who know what to overlook."



Score 6


The quotation is certainly correct, insofar as it describes at least an element of wisdom. In other words, I do agree with the proposition, subject to the proviso that the achievement of wisdom may well also involve other traits or attributes.

Having qualified my answer somewhat, I must endorse the principles put forth in the quotation. Overlooking— or, perhaps, forgetting—is a crucial skill one needs to master in order to navigate the often-treacherous paths of life without undue torment. From my own experience, and from observations of friends, family members and business associates, I am well aware of the pitfalls which await those who fail to overlook the petty, the unnecessary and the irrelevant.

In modern America, as it happens, the importance of overlooking is probably greater than ever before. Even a person trying to lead a quiet, simple life encounters an endless stream of annoyances, errors and petty demands such as paperwork, filing numbers and taxes; long lines at the bank; exponentially aggravating traffic jams and sullen, uncooperative coworkers and neighbors. Those of us who cannot overlook such annoyances will invariably succumb to self-defeating dismay.

The ability to overlook also reflects a healthy sense of proportion and priorities. The wise "overlooker" will ignore his or her spouse's failings after making a considered judgment that these are outweighed, in the long run, by greater and more significant strengths. For example, what wise or reasonable person would destroy a marriage solely because an otherwise faithful, kind, generous, intelligent and prosperous partner occasionally tosses socks on the floor?

An elderly aunt of mine makes a striking example. Long widowed, she now spends her days sitting in her apartment, carping endlessly about the many relatives who have slighted her. Nobody calls enough. Nobody pays her any attention. Nobody cares, she says.

And, indeed, why should they? Who wants to visit with someone, elderly or otherwise, who does nothing but complain, find fault and scour for slights? Were she wiser, perhaps she would ignore or even suppress her interminable grievances and take more interest in the world at large, including the very individuals whose attention she purportedly craves.

The paradigm of overlooking applies with equal force in the worlds of business and politics. Look at Richard Nixon: a brilliant, often original thinker, he was nonetheless continually obsessed with minutiae and the unimportant. On some level, I'm sure, he himself realized the dramatic impact of such a glaring character flaw; when the situation was long past salvaging, he exhorted his staff and friends to"Never be petty," a dictum he honored far more in the breach than in the observance.




More prosaically, in business and everyday life, it is indeed the wise person who overlooks or ignores a vast amount. Why come home every day nurturing a grudge? Why spend time grappling with activities, people or attitudes which bring nothing but pain and torment? Still, most of us do, at least somewhat, and find ourselves far diminished for it.

In sum, I think it's safe to say that much in this world merits not even a cursory examination, and those among us are wiser and happier who can successfully budget their time and energy in order to avoid negativity.


COMMENTARY


This is a thoughtful, well-articulated analysis of the issue.

The response opens with a clear endorsement of the stated claim, along with an acknowledgement that wisdom involves additional traits. The writer then begins building an argument that modern life is so full of "petty annoyances" that it would be "self-defeating" to pay much attention to them. Using, first, examples that illustrate the trivial demands encountered everyday (e.g., paperwork, traffic jams), the analysis moves on to personal types of experiences (a partner's annoying habits; an aunt's self-pity) and then to politics, where, the writer implies, Nixon met his political demise at least partly because of his obsession with "minutiae and the unimportant." The examples clearly support the writer's position and lead effectively to the concluding observation about learning to "budget" our time and energy to avoid the negative aspects of life.

In several places, the skillful use of questions helps move the analysis along. And throughout, the skillful use of sentence variety and precise vocabulary combine to convey meaning effectively, as in this excerpt: "when the situation was long past salvaging, he [Nixon] exhorted his staff and friends to 'Never be petty,' a dictum he honored far more in the breach than in the observance." This kind of insightful, articulate analysis merits a score of 6.


Sample 8



"Too much time, money, and energy are spent developing new and more elaborate technology. Society should instead focus on maximizing the use of existing technology for the immediate benefit of its citizens."



Score 6


I must say that I reject this statement. While it is true that we need to support society as much as possible with current technology, that does not in any way mean that we should stop progressing simply because our current technology cannot handle all the problems we have brought to it. Does that mean that we should simply accept the status quo and make do? No, I don't think so. To do so would be tantamount to adopting a fatalistic approach; I think most people would reject that.

Technology has helped, and it has hurt. Without it, we would never have our standard of living, nor quality of nutrition, expectation of a long and productive life span, and the unshakable belief that our lives can be made even better. But it has also brought us universal pollution, weapons so powerful as to be capable of rendering us extinct, and the consequent fear for our survival as a species and as a planet. Technology is indeed a double-edged sword. And yet, still have to argue in its favor, because without it, we have no hope.

Some might argue that we would be better off without technology. They might say that a return to a less technologically driven approach to life would have the benefits of reducing stress and allowing us to live simpler, happier lives, like those of our forebears. Such an idea is seductive, so much so that much of art and all of nostalgia are devoted to it. But upon closer inspection, one realizes that such a move would only return us to a life of different kinds of stress, one of false simplicity, one fraught with danger. It would be a life without antibiotics where a minor cut could prove deadly. It would be a life where childbirth is the main killer of women, and where an emergency is dealt with in terms of hours and days instead of minutes and hours; a life where there are no phones or cars or airplanes or central heating, no proven drug therapies to treat mental illness, no computer. Would this world really make people happy? What we already have, we have. And since the only way to move is forward, instead of allowing ourselves to be paralyzed by fear and worry, we need to learn how to clean up the pollution we have caused, and how to deal with a world that feeds on weapons of mass destruction. Doing these things means having to move away from technology into a more difficult realm, that of diplomacy and compromise; to move from the bully stance of "I am bigger and better and I have more toys and so I win" to a place where everyone wins. Technology is the thing that will allow people to do that. But, advanced as it is, it is still in its infancy. We have to allow it to grow up and mature in order to reap the real rewards that it can bring. And there are even greater rewards ahead of us than what the world has already experienced. When technology is pushed to the outer edge, that is where serendipitous discoveries can occur.




This has been seen throughout technological advancement, but the easiest example is probably the space program which made us think, really hard, about how to do things in a different environment. It gave us telecommunications, new fabrics and international cooperation. Paramedical devices, so that people can be treated even as they are being transported to the hospital, are a direct development of that technology. None of this would have happened in the time frame that it did if we had not pushed for technological advancement. If we had decided to "focus on maximizing the use of existing technology" instead of foolishly reaching for the stars, we would not have made those discoveries which now are the bedrock of the 21st century. It is the same with the technology which we have now. Yes, we could stop, and put all our effort into just trying to patch things with what we have. And it would probably make a lot of people foolishly happy. But in the long run, it would be the most expensive thing we've ever done because we would thereby forestall the discovery that cures cancer, or brings world peace, or cleans and restores the environment. And we would all suffer from that shortsightedness, for far too long.


Sample 9



"Most of the people we consider heroic today were, in fact, very ordinary people who happened to be in the right place at the right time."



Score 6


This statement expresses, sadly a basic lack of faith in the ineffable quality of human courage, and the transcendent desire—to give of ourselves to one another. "Ordinary people happen to be in the right place at the right time" —this is a fine description of us who happen across the right partner, the perfect job, the ideal house. That is called luck, not heroism.

I expect, to some extent, that this issue depends on how one defines heroism. Heroism—to me qualifies as such when it exemplifies courage above and beyond ordinary bounds, and particularly when it entails sacrifice. Overcoming fear is one of the greatest challenges we as humans face, and the heroic are those who manage to overcome this obstacle. They rise above base human behavior and overcome their instinctive fear of death, poverty, imprisonment, alienation, and more.

When we think of heroes, whom do we most often cite? Mother Theresa, for one; a woman from a well-to-do background who sacrificed all to serve the greater good and bring redress to the lives of the hopelessly poor and marginalized. She renounced all that most of us hold dear—family, wealth, comfort—in the service of others, risking disease and death all the while. How many of us could follow her example? Can one honestly claim that she was simply in the right place at the right time? How many others were, and did nothing? How many of us sought out her place of work in Calcutta, to offer help?




Was the Arlington firefighter who plunged recently into a burning building merely in the right place at the right time, or did he summon superhuman resolve to place himself squarely in the face of danger and death? Was Audie Murphy, a most-decorated soldier, simply in the right place at the right time? Yes, he was there, in the right place, at the right time, but he could have shrunk back— instead, he risked death to save the lives of others. Many other were with him; why were they not equally recognized? Perhaps, because they did less. Was Vaclav Havel merely fortunate in time and circumstance when he led the Czech "Velvet Revolution" —a man who had already suffered long confinement in communist prisons, and who knew he was risking?

I would argue that these people, whom indeed may have been perfectly ordinary, nonetheless went a step further and found within themselves reserves of enormous courage and commitment, which allowed them to triumph over instinct and rise to the level of heroism.

This statement above fails to take into account much of the enormous complexity of what it is that makes us human, and fails to consider that some people possess a highly developed moral instinct and are willing to commit themselves to the good of the many.

Any of us can be in the right place at the right time, yet most of us fail to step forward to do what is heroic. Those who exemplify heroism are those who take that frightening step. Being in the right place at the right time is not—cannot be—enough to constitute heroism.

Since before antiquity society has recognized this, and thus developed complex mechanisms to honor and reward heroic behavior: Medals of Honor and the Croix de Guerre; personal rewards such as promotions, power and money; and laudatory public events such as ticker-tape parades and eternal flames in Arlington Cemetery. These are but outward symbols of an inner reality: that heroism is something far greater and infinitely more transcendent than "being in the right place at the right time", and so ought to be, as it is, accorded dignity, reward, and respect.


Sample 10



"Great advances in knowledge necessarily involve the rejection of authority."



Score 6


The central tenant of history is change. History is the documentation of how things were, before new events and ideas emerged to revolutionize the status quo. As a species, we homosapiens are equipped with faculties of intelligence and free will that allow us to develop an individual identity.

As individuals, we establish an individual identity based on our interests, likes, dislikes, etc. As a species, we establish a collective identity that is the aggregate of all individual identities. What is the link between these two roles that we play, as individuals and as a collective member of society? It has to do with power, authority, and the subjugation of the individual will to what has been called "the general will".

In the 17th century, the emergence of social contract theory helped to explain (at least in a theoretical way) how individuals came to live under an authority such as the modern states. One of the most important of these social contract theorists, John Locke, took a cue from the earlier theorist Thomas Hobbes and postulated that there was an original condition, in which all humans once existed, called "the state of nature." In the state of nature, there was no collective power, but only scattered individuals, who had absolute freedom to do whatever they saw fit. The state of nature was to be governed by the "law of nature," ordained by a omnipotent creator, that individuals should not infringe upon the natural rights of others, specifically their life, liberty or property. However, there was no guarantee of this, for in the state of nature there is no controlling force of restraint, and the most powerful could easily exploit the weak. This led to the creation of a social contract, whereby a group of individuals banded together and agreed to give up some of their individual power in order to gain protection from their collectivity, the state, which would act as an executive, legislative and judicial authority to preserve justice and natural rights.




This social contract theory reflected an increase in knowledge—the increasingly humanistic philosophy that was overtaking Europe at the time advocated the eminence of the individual, and that no power, not even the sovereign state, should be able to infringe on the rights of the individual. Indeed, it was upon this very theory that Thomas Jefferson based his arguments against the tyrannies of King George in the Declaration of Independence, perhaps one of the greatest rejections of authority ever. By fighting the Revolutionary War, the 13 colonies demonstrated to the world that a people dedicated to the cause of justice could overthrow tyranny—it was a revolutionary idea, that there should be government by, for and of the people, rather than by divine right.

The Americans were the obvious outlet for rebellion against European power. Many came here for religious freedom, to escape the forced recognition of a particular, state-sanctioned religion. Indeed, the whole concept of religion underwent a radical change in the 16th century, when a Catholic clergyman from what is now Germany went and nailed his arguments against the Catholic churches's selling of indulgences to the door of the church in Wüttemberg. Martin Luther was excommunicated from the church for his heresy, for his rejection of what he saw as the illegitimate exercise of authority by the Catholic church in Rome. Yet his act of defiance led to the creation of a huge branch of Christianity, Protestantism and all its variations. Upon this defection of some of its following, the Catholic church began the counterreformation, which was an attempt to get rid of the abuses of the Catholic church and restore it to its original sanctity. This represented change, brought on by the catalyst of dissent against the theretofore unchallenged dominance of the authority of the Catholic church.

Another groundbreaking advance in knowledge that has created a continuing struggle with the authority of religion occurred late in the 19th century when Charles Darwin, aboard the H.M.S. Beagle, traveled to the Galapagos Islands of the coast of Ecuador to study the plant and animal life there. Shortly after, Darwin published his theory of evolution, stating that life was not created by an omnipotent god, but rather that all life evolved from the elements that were here on Earth after the Universe came into being. After about a century of continuing experiments that seem to conclusively prove the theory of evolution, there are still those in the religious sphere that reject the idea out of hand simply because the Book of Genesis (in the Bible, or Torah, Old Testament), says that God created life.


Sample 11



"What is called human nature is really a reflection of the human condition: if all people had a reasonable share of territory and resources, such products of 'human nature' as war and crime would become extremely rare."



Score 6


While it is true that human nature is a reflection of the human condition, it is not logical to assume that creating the illusion of an equitable set of circumstances for all humans would diminish things such as war and crime. Human nature is comprised of all the innate qualities that exist within human beings, including but not limited to the instinct of survival, the drive to be competitive, and the characteristic of envy.

Self-preservation is a fundamental quality that exists within all human beings. The desire to first and foremost protect oneself is an instinct that all people are born with. The act of surviving requires that human beings must, at times, conquer other people in order to promote their own self-interest. War, in its most basic, justified form is merely an act of survival. When humans feel threatened, the natural reaction is to lash out in self-defense. The threat need not be real; an imagined sense of insecurity can easily escalate into what is perceived as a dangerous situation. The buildup of nuclear weapons is an example of how insecurity can sow the seeds for military action. To stand idly by while another group of human beings is perceived as becoming more powerful is contrary to the instinct that drives human beings: to survive at any cost. Even if each country is equally well-armed, in possession of the same resources, the result is not peace and harmony. The result of these propensities is war—not necessarily an arms war, but a war of the will.




The war of the will extends into even the most harmless aspects of life. The competitive drive is a part of the instinct of survival that compels humans to reach beyond their present circumstances. This competitive spirit is a double-edged sword. The spirit of competition is what pushes individuals to succeed in every arena: sport, academics, medical advances, technological gains, etc. However, this competitive drive can also be fundamentally damaging and lead to violence as well.

This innate spirit of competition is nurtured at an early age—even when humans are assumed to be on the same level. Parents push their children to succeed at every level—from pre-school to pee-wee soccer. Children learn from the example of their parents that competition is a desirable thing; or children learn that competing means winning at any cost. The recent outbreak of violence among parents at youth sporting events demonstrates that the spirit of competition can lead to dangerous confrontation, even murder. Competition in and of itself is not a negative activity, but in human terms, everything is colored by those things which make up human nature. Human nature is also made up of vices; one of these vices is envy. It is fundamental to humans to look to others to assess the value of their particular standard of living. The idea of absolute equality is an illusion. Because of the human need to compete and survive, there will always be some that have more than others. It is not natural for humans to see others who they perceive to be similar to themselves possess more than they do and not react to it. The reaction comes in the form of seeking to gain at any cost, to "keep up with the Jones." Envy leads to a desire to dominate, to conquer, to cheat to get ahead, to steal to have more if one does not possess any other means.

If we lived in a Utopian society and all the world was an even playing field, that still could not conquer the problems inherent in the human condition. The human condition is exactly that: a condition. It is not something that individuals can escape from or remedy. Part of being human is acknowledging the problems that are inherent to being human. War and crime will always exist because they are the direct results of some of the most basic parts of human nature. The instinct of survival, the competitive drive, and envy will continue to cause humans—in any society—to stumble and fall.










第十二章　十篇优秀范文精通Issue


1.(93) Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become more importantthan the reality or truth behind that image.




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with thestatement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting yourposition, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true andexplain how these considerations shape your position.

Has creating an image become more important in our society than the reality or truth behind the image? Iagree that image has become a more central concern, at least where short-term business or political successis at stake. Nevertheless, I think that in the longer term image ultimately yields to substance and fact.

The important role of image is particularly evident in the business world. Consider, for example, today'sautomobile industry. American cars are becoming essentially identical to competing Japanese cars in nearlyevery mechanical and structural respect, as well as in price. Thus to compete effectively auto companiesmust now differentiate their products largely through image advertising, by conjuring up certain illusorybenefits—such as machismo, status, sensibility, or fun. The increasing focus on image is also evident in thebook-publishing business. Publishers are relying more and more on the power of their brands rather than thecontent of their books. Today mass-market books are supplanted within a year with products that areessential the same—except with fresh faces, rifles, and other promotional angles. I find quite telling the factthat today more and more book publishers are being acquired by large media companies. And theincreasing importance of image is especially evident in the music industry, where originality, artisticinterpretation, and technical proficiency have yielded almost entirely to sex appeal.

The growing significance of image is also evident in the political realm, particularly when it comes topresidential politics. Admittedly, by its very nature politicking has always emphasized rhetoric andappearances above substance and fact. Yet since the invention of the camera presidential politicians havebecome increasingly concerned about their image. For example, Teddy Roosevelt was very careful never tobe photographed wearing a tennis outfit, for fear that such photographs would serve to undermine his rough-rider image that won him his only term in office. With the advent of television, image became even morecentral in presidential politics. After all, it was television that elected J.F.K. over Nixon. And our only two-termpresidents in the television age were elected based largely on their image. Query whether Presidents Lincoln,Taft, or even F.D.R. would be elected today if pitted against the handsome leading man Reagan, or the suaveand politically correct Clinton. After all, Lincoln was homely, Taft was obese, and F.D.R. was crippled.

In the long term, however, the significance of image wanes considerably. The image of the Marlboro manultimately gave way to the truth about the health hazards of cigarette smoking. Popular musical acts withnothing truly innovative to offer musically eventually disappear from the music scene. And anyone whofrequents yard sales knows that today's best-selling books often become tomorrow's pulp. Even in politics, Ithink history has a knack for peeling away image to focus on real accomplishments. I think history willremember Teddy Roosevelt, for example, primarily for building the Panama Canal and for establishing ourNational Park System—and not for his rough-and-ready wardrobe.

In the final analysis, it seems that in every endeavor where success depends to some degree on persuasion,marketing, or salesmanship, image has indeed become the central concern of those who seek to persuade.And as our lives become busier, our attention spans briefer, and our choices among products and servicesgreater, I expect this trend to continue unabated—for better or worse.





2. Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and resist unjustlaws.(65)


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. Indeveloping and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/orexamples that could be used to challenge your position.

According to this statement, each person has a duty to not only obey just laws but also disobey unjust ones.In my view this statement is too extreme, in two respects. First, it wrongly categorizes any law as either just orunjust; and secondly, it recommends an ineffective and potentially harmful means of legal reform.

First, whether a law is just or unjust is rarely a straightforward issue. The fairness of any law depends on one'spersonal value system. This is especially true when it comes to personal freedoms. Consider, for example,the controversial issue of abortion. Individuals with particular religious beliefs tend to view laws allowingmothers an abortion choice as unjust, while individuals with other value systems might view such laws as just.

The fairness of a law also depends on one's personal interest, or stake, in the legal issue at hand. After all, ina democratic society the chief function of laws is to strike a balance among competing interests. Consider,for example, a law that regulates the toxic effluents a certain factory can emit into a nearby river. Such lawsare designed chiefly to protect public health. But complying with the regulation might be costly for thecompany; the factory might be forced to lay off employees or shut down altogether, or increase the price ofits products to compensate for the cost of compliance. At stake are the respective interests of the company'sowners, employees, and customers, as well as the opposing interests of the region's residents whose healthand safety are impacted. In short, the fairness of the law is subjective, depending largely on how one'spersonal interests are affected by it.

The second fundamental problem with the statement is that disobeying unjust laws often has the oppositeaffect of what was intended or hoped for. Most anyone would argue, for instance, that our federal system ofincome taxation is unfair in one respect or another. Yet the end result of widespread disobedience, in thiscase tax evasion, is to perpetuate the system. Free-riders only compel the government to maintain tax ratesat high levels in order to ensure adequate revenue for the various programs in its budget.

Yet another fundamental problem with the statement is that by justifying a violation of one sort of law we findourselves on a slippery slope toward sanctioning all types of illegal behavior, including egregious criminalconduct. Returning to the abortion example mentioned above, a person strongly opposed to the freedom-of-choice position might maintain that the illegal blocking of access to an abortion clinic amounts to justifiable123disobedience. However, it is a precariously short leap from this sort of civil disobedience to physicalconfrontations with clinic workers, then to the infliction of property damage, then to the bombing of the clinicand potential murder.

In sum, because the inherent function of our laws is to balance competing interests, reasonable people withdifferent priorities will always disagree about the fairness of specific laws. Accordingly, radical action such asresistance or disobedience is rarely justified merely by one's subjective viewpoint or personal interests. Andin any event, disobedience is never justifiable when the legal rights or safety of innocent people arejeopardized as a result.


3. The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government, industry, orother fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.(123)




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. Indeveloping and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/orexamples that could be used to challenge your position.




Which is a better way to prepare young people for leadership: developing in them a spirit of competitivenessor one of cooperation? The speaker favors the latter approach, even though some leaders attribute theirsuccess to their keenly developed competitive spirit. I tend to agree with the speaker, for reasons having todo with our increasingly global society, and with the true keys to effective leadership.

The chief reason why we should stress cooperation in nurturing young people today is that, as tomorrow'sleaders, they will face pressing societal problems that simply cannot be solved apart from cooperativeinternational efforts. For example, all nations will need to cooperate in an effort to disarm themselves ofweapons of mass destruction; to reduce harmful emissions which destroy ozone and warm the Earth todangerous levels; to reduce consumption of the Earth's finite natural resources; and to cure and preventdiseases before they become global epidemics. Otherwise, we all risk self-destruction. In short, globalpeace, economic stability, and survival of the species provide powerful reasons for developing educationalparadigms that stress cooperation over competition.

A second compelling reason for instilling in young people a sense of cooperation over competition is thateffective leadership depends less on the latter than the former. A leader should show that he or she valuesthe input of subordinates—for example, by involving them in decisions about matters in which they have adirect stake. Otherwise, subordinates might grow to resent their leader, and become unwilling to devotethemselves wholeheartedly to the leader's mission. In extreme cases they might even sabotage that mission,or even take their useful ideas to competitors. And after all, without other people worth leading a personcannot be a leader let alone an effective one.

A third reason why instilling a sense of cooperation is to be preferred over instilling a sense of competition isthat the latter serves to narrow a leader's focus on thwarting the efforts of competitors. With such tunnel visionit is difficult to develop other, more creative means of attaining organizational objectives. Moreover, suchmeans often involve synergistic solutions that call for alliances, partnerships, and other cooperative effortswith would-be competitors. Those who would oppose the speaker might point out that a thriving economydepends on a freely competitive business environment, which ensures that consumers obtain high-qualitygoods and services at low prices. Thus key leadership positions, especially in business, inherently call for acertain tenacity and competitive spirit. And, a competitive spirit seems especially critical in today's hyper-competitive technology-driven economy, where any leader failing to keep pace with ever-changing businessand technological paradigms soon fails by the wayside. However, a leader's effectiveness as a competitor isnot necessarily inconsistent with his or her ability to cooperate with subordinates or with competitors, asnoted above.

In sum, if we were to take the speaker's advice too far we would risk becoming a world without leaders, whoare bred of a competitive spirit. We would also risk the key benefits of a free-market economy. Nevertheless,on balance I agree that it is more important to instill in young people a sense of cooperation than one ofcompetition. The speaker's preference properly reflects the growing role of cooperative alliances and effortsin solving the world's most pressing problems. After all, in a world in which our very survival as a speciesdepends on cooperation, the spirit of even healthy competition, no matter how healthy, is of little value to anyof us.


4. Claim: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience..Reason: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the constraints ofestablished habits and attitudes.(105)


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claimand the reason on which that claim is based.

The speaker asserts that imagination is "sometimes" more valuable than experience because individualswho lack experience can more freely imagine possibilities for approaching tasks than those entrenched inestablished habits and attitudes. I fundamentally agree; however, as the speaker implies, it is important not tooverstate the comparative value of imagination. Examples from the arts and the sciences aptly illustrate boththe speaker's point and my caveat.




One need only observe young children as they go about their daily lives to appreciate the role that pureimagination can play as an aid to accomplishing tasks. Young children, by virtue of their lack of experience,can provide insights and valuable approaches to adult problems. Recall the movie Big, in which a young boymagically transformed into an adult found himself in a high-power job as a marketing executive. Hisinexperience in the adult world of business allowed his youthful imagination free reign to contribute creative—and successful ideas that none of his adult colleagues, set in their ways of thinking about how businesses goabout maximizing profits, ever would have considered. Admittedly, Big was a fictional account; yet, I think itaccurately portrays the extent to which adults lack the kind of imagination that only inexperience can bring tosolving many adult problems.

The speaker's contention also finds ample empirical support in certain forms of artistic accomplishment andscientific invention. History is replete with evidence that our most gifted musical composers are young,relatively inexperienced, individuals. Notables ranging from Mozart to McCartney come immediately to mind.Similarly, the wide-eyed wonder of inexperience seems to spur scientific innovation. Consider the sciencefiction writer Jules Veme, who through pure imagination devised highly specific methods and means fortransporting humans to outer space. What makes his imaginings so remarkable is that the actual methodsand means for space flight, which engineers settled on through the experience of extensive research and trial-and-error, turned out to be essentially the same ones Verne had imagined nearly a century earlier!

Of course, there are many notable exceptions to the rule that imagination unfettered by experience breedsremarkable insights and accomplishments. Duke Ellington, perhaps jazz music's most prolific composers,continued to create new compositions until late in life. Thomas Edition, who registered far more patents withthe U.S. patent office than any other person, continued to invent until a very old age. Yet, these areexceptions to the general pattern. Moreover, the later accomplishments of individuals such as these tend tobuild on earlier ones, and therefore are not as truly inspired as the earlier ones, which sprung fromimagination less fettered by life experience.

On the other hand, it is important not to take this assertion about artistic and scientific accomplishment toofar. Students of the arts, for instance, must learn theories and techniques, which they then apply to their craftwhether music performance, dance, or acting. And, creative writing requires the cognitive ability tounderstand how language is used and how to communicate ideas. Besides, creative ability is itself partly afunction of intellect; that is, creative expression is a marriage of one's cognitive abilities and the expression ofone's feelings and emotions. In literature, for example, a rich life experience from which to draw ideas is justas crucial to great achievement as imagination. For example, many critics laud Mark Twain's autobiography,which he wrote on his death bed, as his most inspired work. And, while the direction and goals of scientificresearch rely on the imaginations of key individuals, most scientific discoveries and inventions come aboutnot by sudden epiphanies of youthful star-gazers but rather by years and years of trial-and-error in corporateresearch laboratories.

In sum, imagination can serve as an important catalyst for artistic creativity and scientific invention. Yet,experience can also play a key role; in fact, in literature and in science it can play just as key a role as thesort of imagination that inexperience breeds.


5. When old buildings stand on ground that modern planners feel could be better used for modernpurposes, modern development should be given precedence over the preservation of historicbuildings.(119)





Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with thestatement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supportingyour position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true andexplain how these considerations shape your position.

The speaker asserts that wherever a practical, utilitarian need for new buildings arises this need should takeprecedence over our conflicting interest in preserving historic buildings as a record of our past. In my view,however, which interest should take precedence should be determined on a case-by-case basis—andshould account not only for practical and historic considerations but also aesthetic ones.

In determining whether to raze an older building, planners should of course consider the community's currentand anticipated utilitarian needs. For example, if an additional hospital is needed to adequately serve thehealth-care needs of a fast-growing community, this compelling interest might very well outweigh any interestin preserving a historic building that sits on the proposed site. Or if additional parking is needed to ensure theeconomic survival of a city's downtown district, this interest might take precedence over the historic value ofan old structure that stands in the way of a parking structure. On the other hand, if the need is mainly for moreoffice space, in some cases an architecturally appropriate add-on or annex to an older building might serve11941just as well as razing the old building to make way for a new one. Of course, an expensive retrofit might notbe worthwhile if no amount of retrofitting would meet the need.

Competing with a community's utilitarian needs is an interest preserving the historical record. Again, theweight of this interest should be determined on a case-by-case basis. Perhaps an older building uniquelyrepresents a bygone era, or once played a central role in the city's history as a municipal structure. Orperhaps the building once served as the home of a founding family or other significant historical figure, or asthe location of an important historical event. Any of these scenarios might justify saving the building at theexpense of the practical needs of the community. On the other hand, if several older buildings represent thesame historical era just as effectively, or if the building's history is an unremarkable one, then the historicvalue of the building might pale in comparison to the value of a new structure that meets a compellingpractical need.

Also competing with a community's utilitarian needs is the aesthetic and architectural value of the buildingitself—apart from historical events with which it might be associated. A building might be one of only a fewthat represents a certain architectural style. Or it might be especially beautiful, perhaps as a result of thecraftsmanship and materials employed in its construction—which might be cost-prohibitive to replicate today.Even retrofitting the building to accommodate current needs might undermine its aesthetic as well as historicvalue, by altering its appearance and architectural integrity. Of course it is difficult to quantify aesthetic valueand weigh it against utilitarian considerations. Yet planners should strive to account for aesthetic valuenonetheless.

In sum, whether to raze an older building in order to construct a new one should never be determinedindiscriminately. Instead, planners should make such decisions on a case-by-case basis, weighing thecommunity's practical needs against the building's historic and aesthetic value.


6. The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by theircontemporaries.(41)


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with thestatement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting yourposition, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true andexplain how these considerations shape your position.

Can a person's greatness be recognized only in retrospect, by those who live after the person, as thespeaker maintains? In my view the speaker unfairly generalizes. In some areas, especially the arts, greatnessis often recognizable in its nascent stages. However, in other areas, particularly the physical sciences,greatness must be tested over time before it can be confirmed. In still other areas, such as business, theincubation period for greatness varies from case to case.




We do not require a rear-view mirror to recognize artistic greatness—whether in music, visual arts, orliterature. The reason for this is simple: art can be judged at face value. There's nothing to be later proved ordisproved, affirmed or discredited, or even improved upon or refined by further knowledge or newertechnology. History is replete with examples of artistic greatness immediately recognized, then laterconfirmed. Through his patronage, the Pope recognized Michelangelo's artistic greatness, while themonarchs of Europe immediately recognized Mozart's greatness by granting him their most generous42commissions. Mark Twain became a best-selling author and household name even during his lifetime. Andthe leaders of the modernist school of architecture marveled even as Frank Lloyd Wright was elevating theirnotions about architecture to new aesthetic heights.

By contrast, in the sciences it is difficult to identify greatness without the benefit of historical perspective. Anyscientific theory might be disproved tomorrow, thereby demoting the theorist's contribution to the status ofhistorical footnote. Or the theory might withstand centuries of rigorous scientific scrutiny. In any event, a theorymay or may not serve as a springboard for later advances in theoretical science. A current example involvesthe ultimate significance of two opposing theories of physics: wave theory and quantum theory. Some theoristsnow claim that a new so-called "string" theory reconciles the two opposing theories—at least mathematically.Yet "strings" have yet to be confirmed empirically. Only time will tell whether string theory indeed provides theunifying laws that all matter in the universe obeys. In short, the significance of contributions made bytheoretical scientists cannot be judged by their contemporaries—only by scientists who follow them.

In the realm of business, in some cases great achievement is recognizable immediately, while in other casesit is not. Consider on the one hand Henry Ford's assembly-line approach to manufacturing affordable cars forthe masses. Even Ford could not have predicted the impact his innovations would have on the Americaneconomy and on the modern world. On the other hand, by any measure, Microsoft's Bill Gates has made aneven greater contribution than Ford; after all, Gates is largely responsible for lifting American technology outof the doldrums during the 1970s to restore America to the status of economic powerhouse and technologicalleader of the world. And this contribution is readily recognizable now—as it is happening. Of course, the DOSand Windows operating systems, and even Gates'monopoly, might eventually become historical relics. Yethis greatness is already secured.

In sum, the speaker overlooks many great individuals, particularly in the arts and in business, whoseachievements were broadly recognized as great even during their own time. Nevertheless, other greatachievements, especially scientific ones, cannot be confirmed as such without the benefit of historicalperspective.


7. Students should always question what they are taught instead of accepting it passively.(42)


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with thestatement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting yourposition, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true andexplain how these considerations shape your position.

The speaker contends that students should be skeptical in their studies, and should not accept passivelywhatever they are taught. In my view, although undue skepticism might be counterproductive for a youngchild's education, I strongly agree with the speaker otherwise. If we were all to accept on blind faith all thatwe are taught, our society would never progress or evolve.

Skepticism is perhaps most important in the physical sciences. Passive acceptance of prevailing principlesquells innovation, invention, and discovery. In fact, the very notion of scientific progress is predicated onrigorous scientific inquiry—in other words, skepticism. And history is replete with examples of students ofscience who challenged what they had been taught, thereby paving the way for scientific progress. Forexample, in challenging the notion that the Earth was in a fixed position at the center of the universe,Copernicus paved the way for the corroborating observations of Galileo a century later, and ultimately forNewton's principles of gravity upon which all modern science is based. The staggering cumulative impact ofCopernicus' rejection of what he had been taught is proof enough of the value of skepticism.




The value of skepticism is not limited to the physical sciences, of course. In the fields of sociology andpolitical science, students must think critically about the assumptions underlying the status quo; otherwise,oppression, tyranny and prejudice go unchecked. Similarly, while students of the law must learn toappreciate timeless legal doctrines and principles, they must continually question the fairness and relevanceof current laws. Otherwise, our laws would not evolve to reflect changing societal values and to address newlegal issues arising from our ever-evolving technologies.

Even in the arts, students must challenge established styles and forms rather than learn to imitate them;otherwise, no genuinely new art would ever emerge. Bee-bop musicians such as Charlie Parkerdemonstrated through their wildly innovative harmonies and melodies their skepticism about establishedrules for harmony and melody. In the area of dance Balanchine showed by way of his improvisationaltechniques his skepticism about established rules for choreography. And Germany's Bauhaus School ofArchitecture, to which modern architecture owes its existence, was rooted in skepticism about the properobjective, and resulting design, of public buildings.

Admittedly, undue skepticism might be counterproductive in educating young children. I am not an expert indevelopmental psychology; yet observation and common sense informs me that youngsters must firstdevelop a foundation of experiential knowledge before they can begin to think critically about what they arelearning. Even so, in my view no student, no matter how young, should be discouraged from asking "Why?" and "Why not? "

To sum up, skepticism is the very stuff that progress is made of, whether it be in science, sociology, politics,the law, or the arts. Therefore, skepticism should be encouraged at all but the most basic levels of education.


8. Any leader who is quickly and easily influenced by shifts in popular opinion will accomplish little.(114)


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with thestatement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supportingyour position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true andexplain how these considerations shape your position.

Whether effective leadership requires that a leader consistently follow his or her principles and objectives is acomplex issue—one that is tied up in the problem of defining effective leadership in the first place. Inaddressing the issue it is helpful to consider, in turn, three distinct forms of leadership: business, political,and social-spiritual.

In the business realm, effective leadership is generally defined, at least in our corporate culture, as that whichachieves the goal of profit maximization for a firm's shareholders or other owners. Many disagree, however,that profit is the appropriate measure of a business leader's effectiveness. Some detractors claim, forexample, that a truly effective business leader must also fulfill additional duties—for example, to do nointentional harm to their customers or to the society in which they operate. Other detractors go further—toimpose on business leaders an affirmative obligation to yield to popular will, by protecting consumers,preserving the natural environment, promoting education, and otherwise taking steps to help alleviate society's problems.

Whether our most effective business leaders are the ones who remain consistently committed to maximizingprofits or the ones who appease the general populace by contributing to popular social causes depends, ofcourse, on one's own definition of business success. In my observation, as business leaders become subjectto closer scrutiny by the media and by social activists, business leaders will maximize profits in the long termonly by taking reasonable steps to minimize the social and environmental harm their businesses cause. Thusthe two definitions merge, and the statement at issue is ultimately correct.




In the political realm the issue is no less complex. Definitions of effective political leadership are tied up in themeans a leader uses to wield his or her power and to obtain that power in the first place. Consider history'smost infamous tyrants and despots. No historian would disagree that those individuals were remarkablyeffective leaders, and that each one remained consistently committed to his tyrannical objectives andmachiavellian principles. Thus in the short term stubborn adherence to one's objectives might serve apolitical leader's interest in preserving his or her power; yet in the long term such behavior invariably resultsin that leader's downfall if the principles are not in accord with those of the leader's would-be followers.

Finally, consider social-spiritual leadership. Few would disagree that through their ability to inspire others andlift the human spirit Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King were eminently effective in leading others toeffect social change through civil disobedience. It seems to me that this brand of leadership, in order to beeffective, inherently requires that the leader remain steadfastly committed to principle. Why? It is commitmentto principle that is the basis for this brand of leadership in the first place. For example, had Gandhiadvocated civil disobedience yet been persuaded by close advisors that an occasional violent protest mightbe effective in gaining India's independence from Britain, no doubt the result would have been immediateforfeiture of that leadership. In short, social-spiritual leaders must not be hypocrites; otherwise, they will loseall credibility and effectiveness.

In sum, strict adherence to principles and objectives is a prerequisite for effective social-spiritual leadership—both in the short and long term. In contrast, political leadership wanes in the long term unless the leaderultimately yields to the will of the followers. Finally, when it comes to business, leaders must strike a balancebetween the objective of profit maximization—the traditional measure of effectiveness—and yielding tocertain broader obligations that society is now imposing on them.


9. Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from someone who is anexpert in that field.(110)


Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. Indeveloping and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/orexamples that could be used to challenge your position.

The speaker's assertion that work in any field can be judged only by experts in that field amounts to an unfairgeneralization, in my view. I would concur with the speaker when it comes to judging the work of socialscientists, although I would strongly disagree when it comes to work in the pure physical sciences, asexplained in the following discussion.

With respect to the social sciences, the social world presents a seamless web of not only anthropogenic butalso physical forces, which interact in ways that can be understood only in the context of a variety ofdisciplines. Thus experts from various fields must collectively determine the merit of work in the socialsciences. For example, consider the field of cultural anthropology. The merits of researcher's findings andconclusions about an ancient civilization must be scrutinized by biochemists, geologists, linguists, and evenastronomers.

Specifically, by analyzing the hair, nails, blood and bones of mummified bodies, biochemists and forensicscientists can pass judgment on the anthropologist's conjectures about the life expectancy, general well-being, and common causes of death of the population. Geologists are needed to identify the source and ageof the materials used for tools, weapons, and structures—thereby determining whether the anthropologistextrapolated correctly about the civilization's economy, trades and work habits, life styles, extent of travel andmobility, and so forth. Linguists are needed to interpret hieroglyphics and extrapolate from found fragmentsof writings. And astronomers are sometimes needed to determine with the anthropologist's explanations forthe layout of an ancient city or the design, structure and position of monuments, tombs, and temples isconvincing—because ancients often looked to the stars for guidance in building cities and structures.




In contrast, the work of researchers in the purely physical sciences can be judged only by their peers. Thereason for this is that scientific theories and observations are either meritorious or not, depending solely onwhether they can be proved or disproved by way of the scientific method. For example, consider the complexequations which physicists rely upon to draw conclusions about the nature of matter, time, and space, or theorigins and future of the universe. Only other physicists in these specialties can understand, let alone judge,this type of theoretical work. Similarly, empirical observations in astrophysics and molecular physics requireextremely sophisticated equipment and processes, which only experts in these fields have access to andwho know how to use reliably.

Those who disagree that only inside experts can judge scientific work might point out that the expertise ofeconomists and pubic-policy makers is required to determine whether the work is worthwhile from a moremundane economic or political viewpoint. Detractors might also point out that ultimately it is our philosopherswho are best equipped to judge the ultimate import of ostensibly profound scientific discoveries. Yet thesedetractors miss the point of what I take to be the speaker's more narrow claim: that the integrity and quality ofwork—disregarding its socioeconomic utility—can be judged only by experts in the work's field.

In sum, in the social sciences no area of inquiry operates in a vacuum. Because fields such as anthropology,sociology, and history are so closely intertwined and even dependent on the physical sciences, experts fromvarious fields must collectively determine the integrity and quality of work in these fields. However, in thepurely physical sciences the quality and integrity of work can be adequately judged only by inside experts,who are the only ones equipped with sufficient technical knowledge to pass judgment.


10. In order for any work of art—for example, a film, a novel, a poem, or a song—to have merit, it mustbe understandable to most people.(55)




Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with thestatement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting yourposition, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true andexplain how these considerations shape your position.

The speaker's assertion that art must be widely understood to have merit is wrongheaded. The speakermisunderstands the final objective of art, which has little to do with cognitive "understanding"

First consider the musical art form. The fact that the listener must "understand" the composer's artisticexpression without the benefit of words or visual images forces us to ask: "What is there to understand in thefirst place? " Of course, the listener can always struggle to appreciate how the musical piece employsvarious harmonic, melodic, and rhythmic principles. Yet it would be absurd to assert that the objective ofmusic is to challenge the listener's knowledge of music theory. In fact, listening to music is simply anencounter—an experience to be accepted at face value for its aural impact on our spirit and our emotions.

Next consider the art forms of painting and sculpture. In the context of these art forms, the speaker seems tosuggest that if we cannot all understand what the work is supposed to represent, then we should dismiss thework as worthless. Again, however, the speaker misses the point of art. Only by provoking and challengingus, and inciting our emotions, imagination, and wonder do paintings and sculpture hold merit. Put anotherway, if the test for meritorious art were its ability to be clearly understood by every observer, then our mostvaluable art would simply imitate the mundane physical world around us. A Polaroid picture taken by amonkey would be considered great art, while the abstract works of Pollock and Picasso would be worth nomore than the salvage value of the materials used to create them.




Finally, consider art forms such as poetry, song, and prose, where the use of language is part-and-parcel ofthe art. It is easy to assume that where words are involved they must be strung together in understandablephrases in order for the art to have any merit. Moreover, if the writer-artist resorts exclusively to obscurewords that people simply do not know, then the art can convey nothing beyond the alliterative oronomatopoeic impact that the words might have when uttered aloud. However, in poetry and song the writer-artist often uses words as imagery—to conjure up feelings and evoke visceral reactions in the reader orlistener. In these cases stanzas and verses need not be "understood" to have merit, as much as they needbe experienced for the images and emotions they evoke.

When it comes to prose, admittedly the writer-artist must use words to convey cognitive ideas—for example,to help the reader follow the plot of a novel. In these cases the art must truly be "understood" on a linguisticand cognitive level; otherwise it is mere gibberish without merit except perhaps as a doorstop. Nevertheless,the final objective even of literature is to move the reader emotionally and spiritually—not simply to inform.Thus, even though a reader might understand the twists and turns of a novel's plot intellectually, what's thepoint if the reader has come away unaffected in emotion or spirit?

In the final analysis, whether art must be understood by most people, or by any person, in order for it to havemerit begs the question. To "understand" art a person need only have eyes to see or ears to hear, and a soulto feel.
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第十三章　Analyze an Argument的分析策略

第一节　Argument分析介绍和写作步骤

本章将详细介绍Analyze an argument任务的题目分析与写作步骤。

阅读本章需要基于完全阅读和理解第四章的内容，所以在阅读本章之前，请务必保证阅读了第四章。首先，我们要探讨什么是argument。在前面，我们已经解释过argument就是用论据论证观点的过程。论证的模式如下：
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下面通过一个具体的例子来看看到底什么是argument, 要分清楚什么是结论，什么是证据。

例1(25) The following was written as a part of an application for a small-business loan by a group ofdevelopers in the city of Monroe.

"A jazz music club in Monroe would be a tremendously profitable enterprise. Currently, thenearest jazz club is 65 miles away; thus, the proposed new jazz club in Monroe, the C-Note,would have the local market all to itself. Plus, jazz is extremely popular in Monroe: over 100,000people attended Monroe's annual jazz festival last summer; several well-known jazz musicianslive in Monroe; and the highest-rated radio program in Monroe is 'Jazz Nightly', which airs everyweeknight at 7 P.M. Finally, a nationwide study indicates that the typical jazz fan spends closeto $1,000 per year on jazz entertainment."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate theargument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

在Monroe建立爵士乐俱乐部将会是非常盈利的产业。目前，最近的爵士乐俱乐部也在65英里以外；因此，我们筹建的新的爵士乐俱乐部C-Note将会占有全部的本地市场。而且，爵士乐在Monroe非常流行：去年夏天，有10多万人参加了Monroe的年度爵士音乐节；若干知名爵士音乐家居住在Monroe; Monroe获评价最高的广播节目是工作日每天播出的JazzNightly。最后，一项全国性研究表明，典型的爵士爱好者每年花费近1000美元用于爵士娱乐。

下面我们找到这段话的最终结论和证明这个结论的证据。并且列出这个论证过程的逻辑结构图。对于初学者而言，理解argument论证逻辑关系最好的方法就是列出逻辑简图。
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8为最终结论。作者用证据1证明2，然后用3、4和5共同证明了6，最后用2、6和7证明了最终的观点8。

例2 (43)The following appeared in a memorandum written by the chairperson of the West Egg TownCouncil.

"Two years ago, consultants predicted that West Egg's landfill, which is used for garbagedisposal, would be completely filled within five years. During the past two years, however, thetown's residents have been recycling twice as much material as they did in previous years. Nextmonth the amount of recycled material—which includes paper, plastic, and metal—shouldfurther increase, since charges for pickup of other household garbage will double. Furthermore,over 90 percent of the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling inthe future. Because of our town's strong commitment to recycling, the available space in ourlandfill should last for considerably longer than predicted."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate theargument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

两年前，顾问预言，West Egg用于投放垃圾的填埋地将在五年内完全被填满。然而在过去的两年中，市民循环再利用的材料的数量比以前翻了一番。由于下个月其他家庭的垃圾处理费将会加倍，循环再利用材料(包括纸张、塑料和金属)的数量将进一步增加。而且，在最近一次调查中，超过90%的回应者表示他们在未来将会做更多的循环再利用工作。由于居民对循环再利用的有力支持，我们填埋地可利用空间的使用时间将比预期的长得多。

理解段落，也进行逻辑简图分析。
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在这个逻辑简图中，2作为证据证明3，然后1、3和4共同证明最终结论5。

例3 (33)The following appeared in a memorandum from the planning department of an electric powercompany.

"Several recent surveys indicate that home owners are increasingly eager to conserve energy.At the same time, manufacturers are now marketing many home appliances, such asrefrigerators and air conditioners, that are almost twice as energy efficient as those sold adecade ago. Also, new technologies for better home insulation and passive solar heating arereadily available to reduce the energy needed for home heating. Therefore, the total demand forelectricity in our area will not increase—and may decline slightly. Since our three electricgenerating plants in operation for the past twenty years have always met our needs, construction of new generating plants will not be necessary."




Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument.Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implicationsare for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

最近的一些调查表明，房主越来越强烈地希望节省能源。与此同时，生产商现在正在推出很多能量效率比十年前的电器高两倍的家用电器，比如冰箱和空调。而且，更好的房屋隔热和被动式太阳能采暖的新技术已经可以用于减少家庭采暖所需的能源。因此，我们地区的用电需求总量不会增加，而且可能有轻微下降。由于我们已经运作了20年的三座发电站总是能够满足需求，所以我们无需建造新的发电厂。

同样，也需要画这篇文章的逻辑简图。
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在这个逻辑思路也比较清楚：1、2和3共同证明4，而4和5两个证据一起用来证明最后的结论6。

通过这几个例子，考生需要知道什么是argument, 以及读完一篇argument要很明显地分清楚什么是结论、什么是观点，整个论证用什么样的逻辑结构展开。当然对于初学者而言，我们强烈推荐其画逻辑简图，但是事实上到了一定的熟练程度之后，即便不画也可以在大脑中非常清楚地展现这个论证思路和逻辑脉络。所以对于考生而言，第一步是要学会阅读argument题干，这是最基本的阅读能力考查。再次强调，不是消极阅读每一个句子的意思即可，而是需要积极阅读，也就是考虑每一句话的功能以及句与句之间的相关性，来把握整个论证的脉络。下面通过阅读几个argument来进一步训练如何阅读题干。


练习





找出下面每一道题的结论和证明结论的证据，并且在方框内画出逻辑简图。




1. (41)The following appeared in a health newsletter.

"A ten-year nationwide study of the effectiveness of wearing a helmet while bicycling indicatesthat ten years ago, approximately 35 percent of all bicyclists reported wearing helmets, whereastoday that number is nearly 80 percent. Another study, however, suggests that during the same ten-year period, the number of bicycle-related accidents has increased 200 percent. These resultsdemonstrate that bicyclists feel safer because they are wearing helmets, and they take more risksas a result. Thus, to reduce the number of serious injuries from bicycle accidents, the governmentshould concentrate more on educating people about bicycle safety and less on encouraging orrequiring bicyclists to wear helmets."




Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument.Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implicationsare for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

一项为期10年的对于在骑自行车时戴头盔的作用的全国性研究显示，10年前，所有骑车人中大约有35%报告说他们戴头盔，现在这个比例接近80%。然而，另外一项调查显示，在相同的10年期间，与自行车相关的事故数量增加了200%。这些结果说明骑车人因为戴着头盔而感到更安全，结果导致他们更加冒险。因此，为减少自行车事故中严重伤害的数量，政府应该更多地对人们加强自行车安全方面的教育，并减少鼓励或要求骑车人戴头盔。

逻辑简图：

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. (45)The following is part of a memorandum from the president of Humana University.

"Last year the number of students who enrolled in online degree programs offered by nearbyOmni University increased by 50 percent. During the same year, Omni showed a significantdecrease from prior years in expenditures for dormitory and classroom space, most likely becauseinstruction in the online programs takes place via the Internet. In contrast, over the past threeyears, enrollment at Humana University has failed to grow, and the cost of maintaining buildingshas increased along with our budget deficit. To address these problems, Humana University willbegin immediately to create and actively promote online degree programs like those at Omni. Wepredict that instituting these online degree programs will help Humana both increase its totalenrollment and solve its budget problems."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order todecide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure toexplain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.

去年报名参加附近Omni大学在线教学项目的学生人数上升了50%。同年，Omni用于宿舍和教室的开支比前些年显著下降，这很可能是因为在线教学项目通过网络来授课。相比而言，在过去三年中，Humana大学的报名人数并没有增长,而用于建筑维护的费用和预算赤字都上升了。为解决这些问题，Humana将马上开设并积极推广与Omni一样的在线教学项目。我们预计，开设这样的在线教学项目将有助于增加Humana的报名人数并解决预算问题。

逻辑简图：

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. (60)The following appeared in a letter from a firm providing investment advice for a client.

"Most homes in the northeastern United States, where winters are typically cold, have traditionallyused oil as their major fuel for heating. Last heating season that region experienced 90 days withbelow-normal temperatures, and climate forecasters predict that this weather pattern will continuefor several more years. Furthermore, many new homes are being built in the region in response torecent population growth. Because of these trends, we predict an increased demand for heatingoil and recommend investment in Consolidated Industries, one of whose major businessoperations is the retail sale of home heating oil."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument.Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implicationsare for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




在冬季非常寒冷的美国东北部的多数家庭，传统上使用油料作为采暖的主要燃料。上一个采暖季，该地区经历了90天低于平均气温的严寒，并且气象预测家们预测这种天气将会持续数年。而且，针对最近的人口增长，该地区正在新建很多住宅。基于这些趋势，我们预测对于采暖油料的需求将会增加，同时也建议对Consolidated Industries公司投资，该公司的主营业务之一就是家用采暖油料的零售。

逻辑简图：

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. (63)The following appeared in a letter to the editor of the Parkville Daily newspaper.

"Throughout the country last year, as more and more children below the age of nine participatedin youth-league sports, over 40,000 of these young players suffered injuries. When interviewed fora recent study, youth-league soccer players in several major cities also reported psychologicalpressure exerted by coaches and parents to win games. Furthermore, education experts say thatlong practice sessions for these sports take away time that could be used for academic activities.Since the disadvantages outweigh any advantages, we in Parkville should discontinue organizedathletic competition for children under nine."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument.Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implicationsare for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

去年在全国范围内，随着越来越多的9岁以下的儿童参加少年体育比赛，有超过40000的儿童选手受伤。在最近一次研究所做的采访中，很多大城市的少年足球选手报告说存在来自教练和家长要求赢得比赛的心理压力。而且，教育专家指出这些运动项目长时间的训练占据了本应用于学习的时间。由于不利因素明显超过了有利因素，我们Parkville应该停止组织9岁以下儿童的体育比赛。

逻辑简图：

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

下面讨论GRE分析argument题目的写作步骤。和issue一样，argument也需要在做题之前作充分的思考，因为这个考试最重要的是考查批判性思考的能力，语言只是一个载体。Argument的写作也是分为八个步骤。


1. Reading the argument and specific instruction。
 很好理解，认真读懂argument的意思和具体性指令。


2. Conclusion and evidence。
 积极阅读，找到题干中argument的观点和证明观点的结论，并且找到论证关系。这个能力就是刚才练习的，简要画出逻辑简图。


3. Assumption。
 因为证据到观点的过程很多时候是需要前提的。什么是前提，在issue部分已经做了非常详细的解释，并且在本书第四章，也解释了这一点。所谓前提就是evidence要推到conclusion必须满足的条件。简单地说，就是刚才逻辑简图中，一个一个的箭头是否能推过来，如果要推过来需要满足什么前提条件。


4. Weaken。
 有哪些细节和其他可能性的存在能够削弱这个推理过程。也就是说，需要对前提进行取非，即这些前提无法满足，自然就削弱了推理过程。


5. Support。
 通过怎么样的改变能够让argument的推理过程变得更合理。言外之意，就是用证据证明前提是成立的。





6. Body。
 根据上面的分析(前提；削弱前提；加强前提)，在每一个主题段落中都找到一个“箭头”，然后找到需要存在什么前提，哪些细节发生会削弱这个前提，哪些事情发生可以加强这个前提。


7. Introduction and conclusion。
 在主体段落前面加上开头段，后面加上结尾段。


8. Proofread。
 最后同样也是花1-2分钟的时间检查一下自己的语言表达是否存在一些基本的问题。下图用一个流程图，把这个过程表示出来。至于每一个步骤究竟如何理解、如何应用，后面会进一步探讨。
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第二节　Argument的分析方法与分析策略

分析Argument的重心就是分析推理的前提，并且对前提进行削弱和加强。
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在analyze an argument任务中，考生需要做的就是评价整个论证的合理性，你不用探讨evidence 1、2和3是否正确，关键是要探讨evidence 1、2和3是否能导出结论。所以重要的不是分析“方块”，而是“箭头”。比如这个论证过程我们需要思考三个方面：


• Evidence 1 → Conclusion



• Evidence 2 → Conclusion



• Evidence 3 → Conclusion




每一个层面都需要考虑的是：箭头前面的证据如果要推出后面的结论，需要什么前提；用什么具体的例子、证据和理由可以削弱这个前提；如何让这个前提更加可证实，从而让推理变得更有效。可以按照下面的表格思考一个结构。




	
推理的层次


	
assumption


	
weaken


	
support





	
1 → conclusion


	
	
	



	
2 → conclusion


	
	
	



	
3 → conclusion


	
	
	











需要特别注意的是：取非是使整个段落变得有说服力的方式，所以一定要用细节和具体的可能性进行削弱，有可能还需要用因果分析来进行推理。

下面通过具体的实例来分析如何分析每一个层次。下面的argument题干刚才都已经分析过，所以这里我们集中注意力来讨论推理过程的有效性。

例1 (25)The following was written as a part of an application for a small-business loan by a group ofdevelopers in the city of Monroe.

"A jazz music club in Monroe would be a tremendously profitable enterprise. Currently, thenearest jazz club is 65 miles away; thus, the proposed new jazz club in Monroe, the C-Note,would have the local market all to itself. Plus, jazz is extremely popular in Monroe: over 100,000people attended Monroe's annual jazz festival last summer; several well-known jazz musicianslive in Monroe; and the highest-rated radio program in Monroe is 'Jazz Nightly,' which airsevery weeknight at 7 P.M. Finally, a nationwide study indicates that the typical jazz fan spendsclose to $1,000 per year on jazz entertainment."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate theargument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

在Monroe建立爵士乐俱乐部将会是非常盈利的产业。当前，最近的爵士乐俱乐部也在65英里以外；因此，我们在此筹建的爵士乐俱乐部C-Note将会占有全部的本地市场。而且，爵士乐在Monroe非常流行：去年夏天，有10多万人参加了Monroe的年度爵士音乐节；若干知名爵士音乐家居住在Monroe; Monroe获评价最高的广播节目是工作日每晚7点播出的Jazz Nightly。最后,一项全国性研究表明，典型的爵士爱好者每年花费近1000美元用于爵士娱乐。
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8为最终结论。作者用证据1证明2，然后用3、4和5共同证明了6，最后用2、6和7证明了最终的观点8。所以一共有7条推理链，考生所需要考虑的就是这7条链是否合理。考生不必讨论1-7每一个模块本身对不对，这都是事实，不需要质疑的。而真正的问题是箭头，不是方块。下面我们看看每一个推理链：


• nearest jazz club is 65 miles away → C-Note would have the local market all to itself


该推理表明：最近的爵士俱乐部在65英里之外，所以在本地建立C-Note可以吸引所有爵士乐爱好者。前提：这个推理要成立，必须有一个条件：本地爵士乐爱好者觉得原来的俱乐部太远，并且C-Note的品质令人满意。

削弱：什么细节可以削弱这个前提呢，很明显就是对其取非，并且一定要给出细节的原因。比如：很有可能人们养成的消费习惯就是喜欢去稍微远一点的地方参加爵士俱乐部；还有可能C-Note的品质实在太差了，人们情愿去65英里以外的地方也不愿意去本地的俱乐部；还有可能65英里以外的俱乐部有许多优势，比如节目出彩、消费便宜、服务很好、观众品位高等。加强：只要前提得到证实就可以让逻辑变得合理，也就是需要证明本地爵士乐爱好者觉得原来的俱乐部太远，并且C-Note的品质令人满意。


• 100,000 people attended Monroe's annual jazz festival → jazz is extremely popular in Monroe




该推理表明：10多万人参加了Monroe的爵士音乐节说明爵士乐在Monroe受欢迎。前提：这10多万人中，很多都是本地人，并且是本地爵士乐受欢迎的标志。削弱：很有可能这10多万人都不是本地人，而是其他地区的人来本地参加某一个爵士音乐节，而之所以在Monroe办音乐节也仅仅是因为这个地段租金更便宜；还有可能该地区人口非常多，10万只是很小的一个比例，本国任何地区的一个音乐节的人口可能都远远超过10万。甚至他们不是喜欢，只是夏天来凑热闹。

加强：10万的确是音乐节人口多的标志，并且绝大多数是本地人口。


• jazz musicians live in Monroe → jazz is extremely popular in Monroe




该推理表明：若干知名爵士音乐家居住在Monroe就意味着该地区爵士乐流行。前提：爵士音乐家居住在Monroe是因为他们为了在本地演出更方便或者这里有很大的市场。削弱：这些少数爵士音乐家住在这里仅仅是因为这里环境优美、人口少、安静等原因。加强：爵士音乐家住在这里是因为这里很多人喜欢爵士乐，而这些音乐家的主要活动范围也在该地区。





• highest-rated radio program is "Jazz Nightly" → jazz is extremely popular in Monroe


该推理表明：Monroe地区获评价最高的广播节目是工作日每晚7点播出的Jazz Nightly, 这意味着该地区爵士乐很流行。

前提：工作日每晚7点播出的Jazz Nightly评价最高，这是该地区爵士乐流行的原因和条件。削弱：很有可能其他节目太差了，人们听这个节目也仅仅是为了打发时间或者躲避更恶俗的节目，不代表人们喜欢；可能这个节目在电台时间覆盖范围广，所以更多人在听这个节目；还有可能JazzN
 ightly节目与C-Note的风格完全不一样。

加强：有证据表明该电台其他节目的质量和时间长度与Jazz Nightly是接近的，并且与C-Note的风格相似。


• C-Note would have the local market all to itself → A jazz music club in Monroe would be atremendously profitable enterprise.


C-Note占据主要市场一定会导致巨大的利润么。

前提：C-Note占据主要市场必然会导致巨大的利润。

削弱：即便这个地方有很多人来该俱乐部也不一定赢利，有可能这个地方的地价太贵、成本太高；还有可能本地要吸引爵士乐手来表演的费用也非常昂贵。

加强：必须有证据显示C-Note各方面的成本和整体预期收入才能证明。


• jazz is extremely popular in Monroe → A jazz music club in Monroe would be a tremendouslyprofitable enterprise.


爵士乐在本地受欢迎就一定会带来高利润么。

前提：爵士乐在本地受欢迎必然会带来更高的利润。

削弱：即便受欢迎，可能他们也只是喜欢在家里听爵士乐，而不去俱乐部，或者他们自行组织俱乐部而不是去收费的俱乐部。

加强：有证据显示本地居民很大一部分人是一定会去爵士俱乐部的。


• jazz fan spends close to $1,000 per year on jazz → A jazz music club in Monroe would be atremendously profitable enterprise.


爵士乐迷每年将近花1000美元代表这个爵士乐俱乐部必然赢利。

前提：在一项全国性研究中，样本是随机的，而且样本容量是足够大的。

削弱：样本很有可能不是随机的，而是调查了一批相对富有的地区的人，而我们地区的整体人口收入是偏低的，所以可能不会花1000元预算在爵士音乐上；还有可能只问了很少的群体，所以也是没说服力的。

加强：调查是随机的，样本容量大，保证全国数据必然同样适用于本地。

总而言之，上面的过程就是一个分析argument的过程，不是简单说哪里错了，而是找到其推理的链条，并且分析每一个链条如果要合理，需要满足什么前提条件，并且这个没有证实的前提条件怎么就被削弱了，以及如何可以变得更好。在本题的分析过程中，找到了七个方面的问题，但是在GRE考场不需要把每一个问题分析得面面俱到，事实上任何一道题目都有许多问题，所以一般而言考场作文分析三个点就足够了。第四章我们分析的ETS给出的6分范文其实也就仅仅找到了十二个问题中的三个而已，所以ETS并不考查你到底找到了多少个问题，而是重点考查一旦你发现了问题之后，会不会深入分析，并且用语言表达出来这个推理过程的漏洞。按照同样的方法，我们继续看下面的例子。

例2 (43)The following appeared in a memorandum written by the chairperson of the West Egg TownCouncil.

"Two years ago, consultants predicted that West Egg's landfill, which is used for garbagedisposal, would be completely filled within five years. During the past two years, however, thetown's residents have been recycling twice as much material as they did in previous years. Nextmonth the amount of recycled material—which includes paper, plastic, and metal—shouldfurther increase, since charges for pickup of other household garbage will double. Furthermore,over 90 percent of the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling inthe future. Because of our town's strong commitment to recycling, the available space in ourlandfill should last for considerably longer than predicted."




Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate theargument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

两年前，顾问预言，West Egg用于投放垃圾的填埋地将在五年内完全被填满。然而在过去的两年中，市民循环再利用的材料的数量比以前翻了一番。由于下个月其他家庭的垃圾处理费将会加倍，循环再利用材料(包括纸张、塑料和金属)的数量将进一步增加。而且，在最近一次调查中，超过90%的回应者表示他们在未来将会做更多的循环再利用工作。由于居民对循环再利用的有力支持，我们填埋地可利用空间的使用时间将比预期的长得多。
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在这个逻辑简图中，2作为证据证明3，然后1、3和4共同证明最终结论5。


• residents have been recycling twice as much material → The available space in our landfillshould last for considerably longer than predicted.


该推理表明：居民循环再利用材料的数量翻番就会导致垃圾减少，我们填埋地可利用空间的使用时间将比预期的长得多。

前提：铝和纸张的循环再生的数量比以前翻了一番就意味着垃圾生成量减少了。

削弱：很有可能铝和纸张只是垃圾中很小的一个比例，即便铝和纸张循环再生比以前翻番，还是有大量的垃圾，很有可能最主要的垃圾是生活垃圾，塑料等难以再生利用的。加强：有证据表明铝和纸张是居民产生的最为主要的垃圾。


• charges for pickup of other household garbage will double → the amount of recycled materialshould increase


前提：垃圾收集的收费在下个月将会加倍，这将会导致循环再生的材料数量进一步增加，从而使人们更少产生垃圾。

削弱：很有可能人们依然继续产生垃圾，即便付更高的垃圾收集费用，因为很多垃圾他们是没法继续利用的，比如塑料，食材余料等等。还有可能即便翻番的收集费用对于居民也是相当便宜的。加强：有证据表明居民有能力再生利用各种垃圾，并且涨价涨到了他们无法接受和难以负担的程度。


• the amount of recycled material should increase → The available space in our landfill should lastfor considerably longer than predicted.


前提：两年前和现在，并且以后垃圾都是以同样的速度产生。

削弱：很有可能从两年前到现在，垃圾的增加速度成指数倍增长，而且以后会继续增长，导致产生比预期更多的垃圾。




加强：用数据证明垃圾两年前和现在产生速度是一样的。


• 90 percent of the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling in thefuture. → The available space in our landfill should last for considerably longer than predicted.


前提：回应者占据了调查对象很大的比例，并且都作出了客观回答。

削弱：很有可能调查了很少一部分人，或者调查的人数虽然多但回答的人数很少，而往往是那些愿意积极利用垃圾的人回应更为积极。或者他们只是碍于面子说他们利用垃圾，而实际情况并非如此。加强：有证据表明调查的人数非常多，而且回应者占据了很大的比例，并且他们说的和他们日常生活的行为保持了高度的一致。

例3 (33)The following appeared in a memorandum from the planning department of an electric powercompany.

"Several recent surveys indicate that home owners are increasingly eager to conserve energy.At the same time, manufacturers are now marketing many home appliances, such asrefrigerators and air conditioners, that are almost twice as energy efficient as those sold adecade ago. Also, new technologies for better home insulation and passive solar heating arereadily available to reduce the energy needed for home heating. Therefore, the total demand forelectricity in our area will not increase—and may decline slightly. Since our three electricgenerating plants in operation for the past twenty years have always met our needs,construction of new generating plants will not be necessary."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument.Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implicationsare for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

最近的一些调查表明，房主越来越强烈地希望节省能源。与此同时，生产商现在正在推出很多能量效率比十年前的电器高两倍的家用电器，比如冰箱和空调。而且，更好的房屋隔热和被动式太阳能采暖的新技术已经可以用于减少家庭采暖所需的能源。因此，我们地区的用电需求总量不会增加，而且可能有轻微下降。由于我们已经运作了20年的三座发电站总是能够满足需求，所以我们无需建造新的发电厂。
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在这个逻辑简图中，1、2和3共同证明4，而4和5两个证据一起证明最后的结论6。


• recent surveys indicate: increasingly eager to conserve energy → total demand for electricity willnot increase


前提：在最近的调查中，样本是随机的，而且样本容量足够大。

削弱：只调查了很少数的人群，他们可能本来就是希望节约能源的群体。或者他们只是想节约能源,但是不愿意付出实际行动和其他成本。

加强：调查数量足够大，而且是对不同收入和习惯的房主进行的随机调查，并且保证他们会采取措施。





• manufacturers are now marketing many home twice efficient appliances → total demand forelectricity will not increase


前提：生产商现在正在推出很多能量效率比十年前的电器高两倍的家用电器，这必然导致房主去买。

削弱：虽然房主越来越强烈地希望节省能源，但是买新的电器会带来额外的成本，而原来的电器依然可以用，所以买新的电器就没有必要了。

加强：有证据表明那些强烈地希望节省能源的房主一定都会买新的高效节能电器。


• new technologies are readily available to reduce the energy → total demand for electricity will notincrease


前提：更好的房屋隔热和被动式太阳能采暖的技术必然会得到应用。

削弱：更好的房屋隔热和被动式太阳能采暖技术成本过高或者改造起来比较麻烦，这导致现在很多家庭还不会使用。

加强：有证据表明，更好的房屋隔热和被动式太阳能采暖技术的成本完全在房主接受的范围之内，并且他们乐于接受这个额外的成本，另外，改造起来也比较容易。


• three electric generating plants in operation for the past twenty years have always met ourneeds → Construction of new generating plants will not be necessary.


前提：过去20年和现在的需求规律适用于未来。

削弱：现在预测用电需求不会增加，但很有可能在未来用电量增加，比如未来化石燃料减少导致人们不得不用电能取而代之。

加强：有证据表明，未来不可能有大的用电需求的增长。


• total demand for electricity will not increase → Construction of new generating plants will not benecessary.


这条推理没有问题。

第三节　在分析过程中考虑具体性指令

和analyze an issue任务一样，analyze an argument也需要考虑具体性指令。第四章已经介绍过具体性指令分析的基本思路和方法，本节要讨论在具体性指令中如何体现上一节中讲过的思考方法和分析策略。


• Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate theargument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


这个具体性指令可以但不一定非写出前提，重点是分析有哪些具体性的例子证据可以削弱和加强该结论。


• Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument.Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implicationsare for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


该具体性指令要重点分析前提条件，然后分析怎么削弱和加强这个前提条件，并且需要分析没有前提条件会导致什么，如第四章的分析所言，没有前提条件永远会推出两个方面：第一，结论不一定能推出；第二，整个推理过程是没有说服力的。

• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.





本质上该指令还是要分析前提条件。但是这里需要的是提问题把前提条件变成问句。比如：前提是“过去20年和现在的需求规律适用于未来”，对于这个指令，我们应该提一个问题来评价整个推理的合理性“过去20年和现在的需求规律是否能够适用于未来呢?”


• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the advice.


同上。区别在于，上一个需要评价的对象是论证和推荐是否合理，这个讨论建议和论证是否合理。


• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.


同上。区别在于探讨建议是否能够生效。


• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.


同上。区别在于分析预测及其论证是否合理。


• Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation (s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.


这个具体性指令重点分析其他可能性，也就是有什么其他的可能性导致该结果，本质上还是削弱分析。


• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to decide whether the conclusion and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to the questions would help to evaluate the conclusion.


还是提问题，重点是分析前提条件，区别在于分析结论及其推理是否合理。

在整个GRE的analyze an argument题库中，各种具体性指令的分布如下：

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

1; 6; 8; 12; 13; 17; 20; 21; 25; 26; 27; 30; 31; 36; 37; 38; 39; 40; 42; 43; 47; 48; 50; 53; 57; 58; 70; 71; 72; 78; 83; 85; 86; 88; 91; 99; 105; 108; 124; 125; 126; 128; 133; 134; 135; 138; 141; 146; 147; 155; 158; 172

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation (s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.

2; 15; 84; 92; 103; 104; 116; 119; 122; 165

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

3; 5; 7; 51; 52; 66; 67; 75; 79; 80; 93; 106; 123; 127; 136; 139; 140; 156; 166; 167; 168; 169; 170; 171

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




10; 19; 22; 29; 61; 69; 74; 82; 97; 112; 114; 118; 120; 149; 150; 152; 154; 160; 162; 163

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the advice.

76; 113

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to decide whether the conclusion and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to the questions would help to evaluate the conclusion.

81; 174

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.

11; 24; 35; 45; 64; 94; 96; 102; 110; 111; 131; 145; 151; 159; 164

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

4; 9; 14; 16; 18; 23; 28; 32; 33; 34; 41; 44; 46; 49; 54; 55; 56; 59; 60; 62; 63; 65; 68; 73; 77; 87; 89; 90; 95; 98; 100; 101; 107; 109; 115; 117; 121; 129; 130; 132; 137; 142; 143; 144; 148; 153; 157; 161; 173

第四节　Argument中间段落写作


1. 中间段落的写作思路


中间段落其实就是进行逻辑问题的分析，一般而言，每一个中间段落分析一个问题，而全文只需要分析三个问题就够了。当然考生可以分析更多的问题，但是考场上时间是有限的，仅仅有三十分钟。当然，如果能在三十分钟之内分析更多的问题，并且每一个问题都能很好地展开，是可以分析超过三个问题的。但是少于三个问题往往是不可以接受的，很有可能得不了高分，所以一般认为三个主体段落是比较好的选择。

主体段落要做如下几件事情：分析逻辑推理是什么，并且指出这个逻辑推理基于什么前提条件(在有些情况中，这两个方面可以合并成一个，尤其是题目的具体性指令没有明确指出需要写前提的时候)。然后用具体的证据对该前提进行削弱，就是哪些具体的可能性会让结论没有说服力。最后还可以简单叙述做出怎样的改变会让argument的逻辑变得更加合理和具有说服力。

每一个中间段落其实就是三个基本句型和具体的逻辑展开方式：  • 问题或者前提。

• 如何削弱。(有时候如果问题说得非常清楚，不用削弱也有说服力。另外削弱有时候不只有一个例子,或许多个，一般不超过三个)

• 如何加强。(有时候加强不在每一个主体段落之后，而是在全文结尾处进行总体加强，这也是完全可以的)

下面我们分别通过几个段落来看看中间段落是如何进行展开的。




例1 (12)Fifteen years ago, Omega University implemented a new procedure that encouraged students to evaluate the teaching effectiveness of all their professors. Since that time, Omega professors have begun to assign higher grades in their classes, and overall student grade averages at Omega have risen by 30 percent. Potential employers, looking at this dramatic rise in grades, believe that grades at Omega are inflated and do not accurately reflect student achievement; as a result, Omega graduates have not been as successful at getting jobs as have graduates from nearby Alpha University. To enable its graduates to secure better jobs, Omega University should terminate student evaluation of professors.

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

15年前，Omega大学实施了一项新措施，鼓励学生对所有教授的教学效果进行评价。从那以后,Omega的教授开始给予学生更高的分数，Omega学生的总平均成绩上升了30%。未来的雇主看到分数的显著上升，认为Omega的分数贬值了，且无法反映出学生的能力。因此，Omega的毕业生找工作时没有邻近的Alpha大学毕业生成功。为使毕业生找到好工作，Omega应立即停止学生对教授的评价。


[ 中间段落一]
 The argument also assumes unfairly that the grade-average increase is the result of the evaluation procedure—rather than some other phenomenon. (前提) The dean ignores a host of other possible explanations for the increase—such as a trend at Omega toward higher admission standards, or higher quality instruction or facilities. Without ruling out all other possible explanations for the grade-average increase, the dean cannot convince me that by terminating the evaluation procedure Omega would curb its perceived grade inflation let alone help its graduates get jobs. (削弱)


[中间段落二]
 Even if the evaluation procedure has resulted in grade inflation at Omega, the dean's claim that grade inflation explains why Omega graduates are less successful than Alpha graduates in getting jobs is unjustified.(问题) The dean overlooks a myriad of other possible reasons for Omega's comparatively poor job-placement record. Perhaps Omega's career services are inadequate; or perhaps Omega's curriculum does not prepare students for the job market as effectively as Alpha's. In short, without accounting for other factors that might contribute to Omega graduates'comparative lack of success in getting jobs, the dean cannot justify the claim that if Omega curbs its grade inflation employers will be more likely to hire Omega graduates. (削弱)

[中间段落三] Finally, even if the dean can substantiate all of the foregoing assumptions, the dean's assertion that Omega must terminate its evaluation procedure to enable its graduates to find better jobs is still unwarranted, in two respects. ( 问题) First, the dean ignores other possible ways by which Omega can increase its job-placement record—for example, by improving its public relations or career-counseling services. Second, the dean unfairly equates "more" jobs with "better" jobs. (削弱一) In other words, even if more Omega graduates are able to find jobs as a result of the dean's recommended course of action, the kinds of jobs Omega graduates find would not necessarily be better ones.(削弱二)


2. 中间段落的常见句型


下面总结三种句型的常用表达，这有助于考生在考场上迅速抓住中间段落的脉络。但是需要注意的是，第一,这只是一个思路，任何语言只要表达了这个思路都是可以的；第二，这些句型并不是最主要的得分点，真正影响你得分的关键是，问题究竟在哪里，前提到底是什么，具体的加强和削弱的例子细节是什么，这些才是得分的关键。


句型一：前提或问题


表达的含义为：“这篇文章的问题在于……。”或者“作者基于一个没有证实的前提条件：……。”它们的英文表达是不固定的，虽然下面我们给出了一些例子，但是不需要死记硬背，只要理解，并且把这些句子表达清楚就够了。




• The author provides absolutely no evidence that....

• The author unfairly assumes that....

• There is an unsubstantiated assumption that....

• The argument depends on the assumption that....

• ...is scant evidence that....

• The excerpt fails to assure me that...; or that....

• The fact that...does not necessarily indicate....

• The author concludes too hastily that....

• The fact that..., in itself, lends no support to the argument.

• The fact that...is significant only if....

• The fact that...proves little in itself about....

• The mere fact that...provides little support to the author's recommendation.

• Assuming that..., the author concludes that....

• Even assuming that..., the recommendation rests on two additional assumptions: (1) ..., and (2) ....

• Even assuming..., the author relies on the additional assumption that...

• The argument also assumes unfairly that...—rather than some other phenomenon.

• The author fails to consider other possible explanations for....





句型二：削弱




表达的含义为：“没有证据证明这一前提。很有可能……, 很有可能……, 很有可能……。任何一种可能只要发生就可以削弱文章最后的结论。”在这种句型中，重点是省略号的内容如何去写，并且一定要给出可能性,甚至有时候还需要进行因果分析和推理，让这个削弱更加合理，更加有说服力。





如果有多个削弱的例子，并且之间是并列关系，需要用连接词把多个削弱连接在一起使其连贯，比如in addition, besides, what's more, furthermore, moreover等，这在学术英语写作的练习中已有涉及。





如果多个削弱例子之间是让步关系：比如很有可能……, 即便如此还有可能……, 即便如此还有可能…… 这个时候用表达even if...。





• However, the owner fails to provide any evidence to support this assumption. Perhaps, ... Or perhaps... Or perhaps... Since the author has failed to consider and rule out these possibilities, the author's assertion that...cannot be taken seriously.

• Yet the argument provides no evidence to support this assumption. It is possible that... Without eliminating this possibility, the owner cannot conclude that...

• Perhaps, ... Or perhaps... Or perhaps... Given these possible scenarios, the fact that...proves nothing about...




• Without evidence that..., it is hasty to draw any conclusions about... Moreover, common sense informs me that... Thus...amounts to scant evidence that...

• Absent evidence to the contrary, it is quite possible that... For that matter, it is entirely possible that...

• The author fails to provide assurances that... Moreover, even if that...it is entirely possible that...

• Yet the author provides no evidence to support this assumption. It is entirely possible that... Without considering and ruling out these and other factors that might have served to..., the author cannot justifiably conclude that...

• However, the author fails to consider other reasons that equally cause... For example... Without ruling out alternative explanations for the results, the arguer cannot justifiably draw the conclusion.

• Perhaps...is due to... Even if..., ...might due to... Since the editorial fails to rule out these and other possible explanations for..., I cannot accept any conclusions about...

• The author ignores a host of other possible explanations for...—such as..., or... Without ruling out all other possible explanations for..., the author cannot convince me that...


句型三：加强




表达的含义为：“为了让论证更有说服力，作者必须提供证据证明……。”

• To convince me that..., the author would have to assure me that...

• The author must provide clear evidence that...rather than to one or more other factors.

• In order to better evaluate the recommendation, I would need more information...

• To strengthen the argument, the author would have to provide more information about...

• To make the argument more convincing, the author need to provide more detailed..., to determine...

• To bolster the argument, the author must provide assurances that...and that...

• To better assess the argument I would need to know whether..., and if so whether...


3. 中间段落之间的逻辑结构


在三个或多个中间段之间，采取什么样的逻辑关系表达来体现它们之间的关系呢，一般而言，有“并联结构”和“串联结构”两种方式。


并联结构
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并联结构就是按照上面的模式展开的，用1、2和3共同推出4. 那么中间段落的展开就是完全并列的三个结构：




1 → 4; 2 → 4; 3 → 4。

三个段落分别讨论三个推理过程是否合理，并且可以用最基本的连贯表达连接三个段落。比如to begin with.... Further more.... Finally.... 用这种方式安排三个段落，更多的表达参考第六章第三节中讨论连贯的表达。


串联结构
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串联结构如上图所示，1证明2, 2证明3，最后由3推出最终结论，也就是4。

那么整体采取让步的方式展开文章。该模式为：第一个问题在于1无法推出2; 即使这个没有问题，也不能由2推出3; 即使这个没有问题，也不能由3推到4。句型采取：

1st Paragraph: the threshold problem is that....

2nd Paragraph: even assuming that..., there is an assumption that....

3rd Paragraph: even assuming that..., the argument rests on the assumption that....

更多句子结构参考上面提出的问题或前提句型。


串联并联组合结构




在这个模型中，既有串联结构又有并联结构：1推出2, 2推出5就是串联结构; 2、3和4共同推出5就是并联结构。这两种结构都存在的现象在GRE的argument中非常常见，只要有逻辑和有顺序就会清楚地表达整个argument的逻辑脉络。先分析串联结构还是先分析并联结构都可以。下面以先串联结构后并联结构的方式展开：

第一段分析1是否能推出2。
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第二段分析即使1能推出2, 2也不一定能推出5。

当然可以把第一段和第二段的内容合二为一：1是否能推出2; 2是否能够推出5。

下面的段落分析了3能否推出5, 2能否推出5, 4能否推出5。采用并列的连接词汇(如并联结构中所提到的)把结构表示清楚即可。

第五节　Argument开头段和结尾段的写作

在analyze an argument的写作中，开头段和结尾段的写法相对而言比较简单，也比较有操作模式可依。


1. 开头段写作


开头段一般表达三层信息：第一，找到整个argument所证明的结论；第二，找到为了证明这个结论，作者用到了哪些证据；第三，表达你的立场：这些证据都没法证明这个结论。当然很多时候，如果时间不够多的话(这就是为什么我们要先写三个中间段落，最后写开头段和结尾段的原因)，可以不用写证据，只写第一个和第三个内容即可。

下面总结一些常见的开头段的句型。当然句型并不重要，只要能够清楚表达意思即可。重要的是你有没有找到结论和证据。简单来说，表达的含义为：在这个argument中，作者得出了一个结论：……。为了证明这个结论，作者引用了下面这些证据：……。这些看上去合理的证据实际上都无法有说服力地证明最终结论。下面给出例子：

• In this argument the author concludes that.... To justify this conclusion the author points out that..., and that.... As further support for the argument, the author notes that.... I find the argument unconvincing on several grounds.

• In this argument the author concludes that.... To support this conclusion the author points out that.... The author also cites.... The author's argument is problematic in several respects, rendering the argument unconvincing as it stands.

• This argument concludes that.... To justify this conclusion the argument cites.... Based on this evidence, I find the argument's conclusion to be unjustified in several respects.

• In this argument the author recommends that.... To support this recommendation the author cites the following facts about...: (1).... (2).... (3).... Close scrutiny of each of these facts, however, reveals that none of them lend credible support to the recommendation.




下面，通过新GRE官方题库范文的开头段来更好地理解这些表达的应用。其中，中文标注下划线的部分是结论。


例1(43)
 The following appeared in a memorandum written by the chairperson of the West Egg Town Council.

"Two years ago, consultants predicted that West Egg's landfill, which is used for garbage disposal, would be completely filled within five years. During the past two years, however, the town's residents have been recycling twice as much material as they did in previous years. Next month the amount of recycled material—which includes paper, plastic, and metal—should further increase, since charges for pickup of other household garbage will double. Furthermore, over 90 percent of the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling in the future. Because of our town's strong commitment to recycling, the available space in our landfill should last for considerably longer than predicted."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


两年前，顾问预言，West Egg用于投放垃圾的填埋地将在五年内完全被填满。然而在过去的两年中，市民循环再利用材料的数量比以前翻了一番。由于下个月其他家庭的垃圾处理费将会加倍,循环再利用材料(包括纸张、塑料和金属)的数量将进一步增加。而且，在最近一次调查中，超过90%的回应者表示他们将会在未来做更多的循环再利用工作。由于居民对循环再利用的有力支持，我们填埋地可利用空间的使用时间将比预期的长得多。


[Introduction] In this memo West Egg's mayor reasons that West Egg's residents are now strongly committed to recycling, and projects that the city's landfill will not be filled to capacity until considerably later than anticipated two years ago. To support this projection the mayor cites (1) a twofold increase in aluminum and paper recycling by West Egg residents over the last two years, (2) an impending twofold increase in charges for trash pickup, and (3) a recent survey in which 90% of respondents indicated that they intend to do more recycling in the future. For several reasons, I am not convinced that the mayor's projection is accurate.


例2(44)
 The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a journal on environmental issues.

"Over the past year, the Crust Copper Company (CCC) has purchased over 10,000 square miles of land in the tropical nation of West Fredonia. Mining copper on this land will inevitably result in pollution and, since West Fredonia is the home of several endangered animal species, in environmental disaster. But such disasters can be prevented if consumers simply refuse to purchase products that are made with CCC's copper unless the company abandons its mining plans."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


去年，CCC公司在热带国家West Fredonia购买了上万平方英里的土地。在这些地方采矿将不可 避免地导致污染，因为West Fredonia是很多濒危物种的栖居地，所以还会导致环境灾害。但如果 消费者简单地拒绝购买用CCC所生产的铜制品,那么，只要CCC放弃它的采矿计划就可以避免 这种灾害的延续。




[Introduction] The author of this letter excerpt concludes that if consumers refuse to buy products made with Crust Copper Company's copper the company will eventually abandon its mining plans in the nation of West Fredonia, thereby preventing pollution and an "environmental disaster" in that country. To justify this conclusion the author points out that CCC has recently bought more than a million square miles of land in West Fredonia, and that West Fredonia is home to several endangered animal species. I find this argument specious on several grounds.


例3(83)
 The following is a letter to the editor of an environmental magazine.







"In 1975 a wildlife census found that there were seven species of amphibians in Xanadu National Park, with abundant numbers of each species. However, in 2002 only four species of amphibians were observed in the park, and the numbers of each species were drastically reduced. There has been a substantial decline in the numbers of amphibians worldwide, and global pollution of water and air is clearly implicated. The decline of amphibians in Xanadu National Park, however, almost certainly has a different cause: in 1975, trout—which are known to eat amphibian eggs—were introduced into the park."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


1975年一次野生动物调查发现，Xanadu国家公园有7种两栖动物，每种数量都很丰富。然而到了2002年，在公园中只观察到4种两栖动物，并且每种动物的数量都显著下降。全世界两栖动物的数量也在大幅下降，显然，全球空气和水质的污染与之相关。然而，Xanadu国家公园两栖动物的减少几乎可以断定是另一种不同的原因导致的：1975年，鲑鱼——我们知道鲑鱼捕食两栖动物的卵——被放养到该公园。


[Introduction] The author of this letter concludes that a worldwide decline in the number of amphibians is an indication, or result, of global air and water pollution. To support this assertion the author first notes a decline in amphibians in Xanadu National Park between 1975 and 2002, and acknowledges that trout, which eat amphibian eggs, were introduced there in 1975. But, the author then claims that the introduction of trout cannot be the reason for the decline in Xanadu National Park because the introduction of trout in Xanadu National Park does not explain the worldwide decline. I find this argument logically unconvincing in three critical respects.


例4(54)
 Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years most of the large mammal species that had lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands had become extinct. Yet humans cannot have been a factor in the species' extinctions, because there is no evidence that the humans had any significant contact with the mammals. Further, archaeologists have discovered numerous sites where the bones of fish had been discarded, but they found no such areas containing the bones of large mammals, so the humans cannot have hunted the mammals. Therefore, some climate change or other environmental factor must have caused the species' extinctions.


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


大约7000年前人类到达了Kaliko岛，在3000年内曾经生活在Kaliko岛的树林中的大型哺乳动物绝大多数已经灭绝了。然而人类并不是导致这些物种灭绝的因素，因为没有证据表明人类与这些哺乳动物有很多接触。而且，考古学家发现很多有大量废弃鱼骨的场所，而他们并没有发现存在大型哺乳动物骨头的类似场所，因而人类并没有猎杀这些哺乳动物。因此，一定是一些气候上的变化或其他环境因素导致了这些物种的灭绝。




[Introduction] In this argument the speaker concludes that humans could not have been a factor in the extinction of large mammal species in the Kaliko islands 4,000 years ago. To justify this conclusion, the speaker points out that no evidence exists that humans hunted or had other significant contact with these mammals. The speaker also points out that while archeologists have found bones of discarded fish in the islands, they have not found any discarded mammal bones there. For three reasons, this evidence lends little credibility to the speaker's argument.


练习





阅读argument题目，写出开头段。





1.(169)
 The following appeared in a memo from the mayor of Brindleburg to the city council.




"Two years ago, the town of Seaside Vista opened a new municipal golf course and resort hotel. Since then, the Seaside Vista Tourism Board has reported a 20% increase in visitors. In addition, local banks reported a steep rise in the number of new business loan applications they received this year. The amount of tax money collected by Seaside Vista has also increased, allowing the town to announce plans to improve Seaside Vista's roads and bridges. We recommend building a similar golf course and resort hotel in Brindleburg. We predict that this project will generate additional tax revenue that the city can use to fund much-needed public improvements."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.


两年前，Seaside Vista创建了一个新的市高尔夫球场和度假旅馆。从那以后，Seaside Vista旅游协会报告说旅客增加了20%。而且，当地银行报告说今年他们接到的新的商业贷款申请数量大增。同时,Seaside Vista的税收也在增加，并使该市宣布了要改善当地道路和桥梁的方案。我们建议在Brindleburg建立类似的高尔夫球场和度假旅馆。我们预计这一项目会带来很多税收而得以资助急需改善的公共设施。




[Introduction]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2.(80)
 The following is taken from a memo from the advertising director of the Super Screen Movie Production Company.

"According to a recent report from our marketing department, during the past year, fewer people attended Super Screen-produced movies than in any other year. And yet the percentage of positive reviews by movie reviewers about specific Super Screen movies actually increased during the past year. Clearly, the contents of these reviews are not reaching enough of our prospective viewers. Thus, the problem lies not with the quality of our movies but with the public's lack of awareness that movies of good quality are available. Super Screen should therefore allocate a greater share of its budget next year to reaching the public through advertising."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.


根据我们市场部最近的一份报告，在过去的一年里，观看Super Screen制作的电影的人比以往任何一年都少。然而，观众们对Super Screen公司的一些具体的电影的正面评价在过去的一年却有所增加。显然，这些评价还未能深入我们的潜在观众的心里。因此，问题不在于我们电影的质量，而在于公众根本没意识到我们拥有如此高质量的电影。因此，Super Screen应该将明年更多的预算资金用于广告以提升公众认知度。




[Introduction]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3.(142)
 Hospital statistics regarding people who go to the emergency room after roller-skating accidents indicate the need for more protective equipment. Within that group of people, 75 percent of those who had accidents in streets or parking lots had not been wearing any protective clothing (helmets, knee pads, etc.) or any light-reflecting material (clip-on lights, glow-in-the-dark wrist pads, etc.). Clearly, the statistics indicate that by investing in high-quality protective gear and reflective equipment, roller skaters will greatly reduce their risk of being severely injured in an accident.





Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


医院对于那些滑旱冰事故后去医院急诊室的人的统计表明我们需要更多保护装备。在这些人中，在街道或停车场发生事故的人有75%没有穿戴任何防护服装(头盔、护膝等)或任何反光材料(小灯、夜光护腕等) 。显然，这些数据表明，通过投资高质量的防护工具及反光设备，滑旱冰者将会大大降低他们在事故中受伤的危险。

[Introduction]

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. 结尾段写作


结尾段只需要以总结结束：“总而言之，所有这些证据都无法证明这个结论”就可以了。当然，也可以在最后加上“为了让argument更有说服力，作者必须证明……”这样的表达，但是不一定每一个主体段落后面都要有这样的表达，也就是说，下面括号里面的内容是可有可无的。

结尾段常见句型：

• In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. (To strengthen it, the author must demonstrate that... The author must also provide clear evidence that... To better evaluate the argument we would need to...; we would also need to...)

• In sum, the recommendation is not well-supported. (To bolster it the author must show that... To better assess the recommendation I would need to know whether..., and whether...)

• In sum, the recommendation depends on a series of poor assumptions and is therefore unpersuasive. (To strengthen it the author must consider and rule out all other possible reasons for... The author must also show that... Finally, the author must show that...)

• In sum, the editorial relies on a potentially weak analogy as well as on a series of unwarranted claims. (To strengthen the argument that..., the editorial's author must at the very least provide clear evidence that... To better assess the strength of each of the author's three unwarranted claims, respectively, I would need to know: (1)...; (2)...; and (3)...)

• To sum up, this arguer fails to substantiate his claim that..., because the evidence cited in the analysis does not lend strong support to what the arguer maintains. (To make the argument more convincing, the arguer would have to provide more information with regard to... Additionally, he would have to demonstrate that... Therefore, if the argument had included the given factors discussed above, it would have been more thorough and logically acceptable.)

最后要注意的一点是，“作者”不一定要用author, 还可以根据题干改成the President, the arguer, the manager, the professor等，同样文章也不一定要用argument, 还可以根据题干叫memo, article, passage, recommendation, editorial等。










第十四章　常见逻辑问题分析

对于GRE中的argument, 掌握上一章的思路方法之后，就应该初步具备分析的能力了。但是为了让考生更快、更有效地找到逻辑不严密的地方，本章将把所有的argument题库中存在的推理漏洞作一个分析和总结。这样的训练会让读者在自己独立思考问题的时候，更快地作出分析。一共有五大类最为常见的问题，下面分五节来分别展开分析。

第一节　调查数据的分析


1. 调查方法分析


在GRE的argument中，我们常常会看到调查或者研究，在分析调查或研究结果是否有效之前，我们必须先分析调查的过程和方法，如果方法都是不合理的，那么这个结果也不会有说服力。一般而言，调查过程存在两个方面的问题：第一，调查过程是随机的，如果调查过程不是随机抽样，而是选择一部分特殊群体(尽管有时候题目没有明确提到，但是有这种可能)，那么这个过程和方法显然是经不起推敲的。第二，样本容量要足够大，如果只是选择很小的一个群体来做调查，那么无论多么随机都是没有代表性的。另外，很多题目只是说“一项调查显示”，那么这种情况其实是假设该调查是随机的，并且样本容量足够大。然而，也有可能这个样本不是随机抽取，样本也很少，题目中没有证明。

下面通过几个新GRE考试analyze an argument题库中的具体例子来看这个问题的解释。加底纹框的数字为题目在题库中的序号。标下划线的部分是结论。

例1 The following appeared as part of a letter to the editor of a scientific journal.(2)

"A recent study of eighteen rhesus monkeys provides clues as to the effects of birth order on an individual's levels of stimulation. The study showed that in stimulating situations (such as an encounter with an unfamiliar monkey), firstborn infant monkeys produce up to twice as much of the hormone cortisol, which primes the body for increased activity levels, as do their younger siblings. Firstborn humans also produce relatively high levels of cortisol in stimulating situations (such as the return of a parent after an absence). The study also found that during pregnancy, first-time mother monkeys had higher levels of cortisol than did those who had had several offspring."

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation (s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.

最近一次对于18只恒河猴的研究在出生次序对于个体刺激程度的影响方面提供了线索。
 研究表明，在处于刺激的环境下(比如遇到一只不熟悉的猴子) , 头胎小猴所分泌的皮质醇比它们的弟弟妹妹多一倍。人类的头胎婴儿在遇到刺激(例如父母离开后回到身边)时也会分泌相对更多的皮质醇。研究还发现，在怀孕期间，第一次生育的母恒河猴的皮质醇水平要比已经多次生育的猴子高。

在这道题目中，就有调查随机性和样本容量的问题。作者无依据地假设最近对十八只猴子做的调查过程是随机的，而且样本容量是足够大的。

削弱：很有可能选择的样本不是随机的，可能故意挑选那些皮质醇容易分泌的群体；还有可能调查的十八只恒河猴数量太少。

加强：有数据表明调查的数据是足够大的；通过统计学证明显示整个调查的过程是随机的，不是选择性的分析。




例2 The following appeared as part of an article in a business magazine.(14)

"A recent study rating 300 male and female Mentian advertising executives according to the average number of hours they sleep per night showed an association between the amount of sleep the executives need and the success of their firms. Of the advertising firms studied, those whose executives reported needing no more than 6 hours of sleep per night had higher profit margins and faster growth. These results suggest that if a business wants to prosper, it should hire only people who need less than 6 hours of sleep per night."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


最近的一项研究对300名Mentian男女广告高管日平均睡眠时间进行了研究。研究发现高管们所需的睡眠时间与其公司的成功与否存在联系。在这些被研究的公司中，那些高管报告说每天睡眠不足6小时的公司利润更高并且发展更快。这些结果表明，如果公司要想蓬勃发展，他们就必须只雇佣那些每天睡眠不足6小时的人。




前提：300名Mentian广告公司男女高管的调查样本是随机的，并且样本容量足够大。

削弱：300名Mentian广告公司男女高管只是广告从业人员中很小的一个部分；还有可能是故意选择比较有成就的300人。

加强：300名Mentian市广告公司男女高管的调查样本是随机抽取的，并且通过数据统计证实这个样本容量是足够大的，从而是有说服力的。

例3 (19)Two years ago, radio station WCQP in Rockville decided to increase the number of call-in advice programs that it broadcast; since that time, its share of the radio audience in the Rockville listening area has increased significantly. Given WCQP's recent success with call-in advice programming, and citing a nationwide survey indicating that many radio listeners are quite interested in such programs, the station manager of KICK in Medway recommends that KICK include more call-in advice programs in an attempt to gain a larger audience share in its listening area.

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

两年前，Rockville地区的WCQP电台决定增加其播放的电话咨询节目的数量。此后，它在Rockville地区所占的听众覆盖率显著提高。鉴于WCQP最近在咨询节目方面的成功，以及一项指出很多广播听众对这类节目相当感兴趣的全国调查，Medway地区的KICK电台经理建议KICK播放更多的电话咨询节目，以期在其收听区域赢得更高的听众占有率。




前提：全国调查是随机的，而且样本容量大。

削弱：调查对象非常有限；故意选择的都是比较挑剔的听众，或者特别寂寞或者心理有压力的听众，他们可能更喜欢咨询节目。

加强：有具体的数据说明调查的量是足够的，而且是随机挑选的。

例4(40) Milk and dairy products are rich in vitamin D and calcium—substances essential for building and maintaining bones. Many people therefore say that a diet rich in dairy products can help prevent osteoporosis, a disease that is linked to both environmental and genetic factors and that causes the bones to weaken significantly with age. But a long-term study of a large number of people found that those who consistently consumed dairy products throughout the years of the study have a higher rate of bone fractures than any other participants in the study. Since bone fractures are symptomatic of osteoporosis, this study result shows that a diet rich in dairy products may actually increase, rather than decrease, the risk of osteoporosis.





Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




牛奶和奶制品富含维生素D和钙，这是骨骼生长和维持所必需的物质。因此很多人相信多吃奶制品有助于预防骨质疏松症，这是一种骨骼随年龄增长而显著弱化而且与环境和基因因素相关的疾病。但是一项对大量人群的长期研究发现，那些在研究期间经常食用奶制品的人骨折发病率比其他参加研究的人要高。由于骨折是骨质疏松症的症状之一，这一研究结果表明富含奶制品的饮食实际上会增加而不是减少患骨质疏松症的危险。




前提：对大量人群长期研究的样本是随机的，样本容量足够大。

削弱：很有可能这里所谓的大量人群依然不够多，只是整体人群里很小的一个比例；或者这些样本故意选择那些容易骨折发病的人群，他们如果不经常食用奶制品容易骨折或者骨折发病率更大。

加强：有数据显示这个调查是随机抽取了大量人群的基础之上作出的。

例5(63) The following appeared in a letter to the editor of the Parkville Daily newspaper.

"Throughout the country last year, as more and more children below the age of nine participated in youth-league sports, over 40,000 of these young players suffered injuries. When interviewed for a recent study, youth-league soccer players in several major cities also reported psychological pressure exerted by coaches and parents to win games. Furthermore, education experts say that long practice sessions for these sports take away time that could be used for academic activities. Since the disadvantages outweigh any advantages, we in Parkville should discontinue organized athletic competition for children under nine."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




去年在全国范围内，随着越来越多9岁以下的儿童参加少年体育比赛，40000多名儿童选手受伤。在最近一次研究所做的采访中，很多大城市的少年足球选手报告说存在来自教练和家长要求赢得比赛的心理压力。而且，教育专家指出这些运动项目长时间的训练占据了本应用于学习的时间。由于不利因素明显超过了有利因素，我们Parkville应该停止组织9岁以下儿童的体育比赛。

前提：最近一次研究所做的采访是随机的，而且样本容量大。

削弱：很有可能只问了很少一部分少年选手，或者故意问的那些比赛成绩不理想的选手，他们可能有更大的心理压力。

加强：有证据证明最近一次研究所做的采访是随机的，而且样本容量大。

如果要更多训练，可以分析题库中包含调查的许多其他题目，题号如下。

2 / 14 / 18 / 19 / 24 / 26 / 28 / 25 / 100 / 102 / 164 / 33 / 40 / 50 / 53 / 144 / 151 / 56 / 57 / 82 / 59 / 63 / 65 / 67 / 71 / 74 / 147 / 148 / 149 / 156 / 76 / 79 / 80 / 81


2. 调查结果分析


除了调查方法以外，很多时候调查结果也是有问题的。常见问题有如下三个：


• 很多结果显示的数据根本无法证明任何问题，是没有任何意义的。(比如A垃圾收集公司每周收集两次垃圾，B公司只有一次，所以A更好。这个数据没有意义，因为很有可能两次收集的质量还不如一次的。再比如，80%的人对A公司满意，所以我们要跟A公司合作，这个数据没有意义，因为可能有更多的人对B满意。)


例1(4) The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner to a friend.

"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town—Adams Realty and Fitch Realty—Adams Realty is clearly superior. Adams has 40 real estate agents; in contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work only part-time. Moreover, Adams' revenue last year was twice as high as that of Fitch and included home sales that averaged $168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. Homes listed with Adams sell faster as well: ten years ago I listed my home with Fitch, and it took more than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one month. Thus, if you want to sell your home quickly and at a good price, you should use Adams Realty."





Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




在本市两家最大的房地产经纪公司——Adams Realty和Fitch Realty——中，Adams显然更优秀一些。Adams有40名房地产经纪人，而Fitch只有25个，且很多是兼职者。而且，Adams去年的收入是Fitch的两倍，其平均房价为$168000，而Fitch仅为$144000。Adams的房屋卖得也更快：10年前，我把我的房产交给Fitch, 它用了四个多月才卖出去；去年，我在Adams卖了另一处房产,仅用一个月就售出了。因此，要想让你的房产卖得更快更好，你应该选择Adams。




第一个前提：Adams有40名房地产经纪人，而Fitch只有25个，且很多是兼职者，这就意味着Adams公司的经纪人必然优秀于Fitch。

削弱：虽然Adams有40名全职地产经纪人，但是他们都不认真工作，业务水平也不高，责任心也不强，或者手头资源少。而Fitch虽然人数少而且兼职，但是有着更高的工作效率和更好的工作态度。

加强：证实Adams的40名房地产经纪人必然在效率上、资源上比Fitch的25个兼职者更有优势。第二个前提：Adams去年的收入是Fitch的两倍，其平均房价为$168000，而Fitch仅为$144000，这就意味着Adams公司比Fitch公司能力更强。

削弱：虽然Adams公司的房价和收入更高，但是实际上Fitch公司代理的房子往往很小，地段不好或者不方便，这说明其公司的销售水平优秀。

加强：用数据比较同地段、同面积的房子，Adams的售价依然更高。

例2(22) According to a recent report, cheating among college and university students is on the rise. However, Groveton College has successfully reduced student cheating by adopting an honor code, which calls for students to agree not to cheat in their academic endeavors and to notify a faculty member if they suspect that others have cheated. Groveton's honor code replaced a system in which teachers closely monitored students; under that system, teachers reported an average of thirty cases of cheating per year. In the first year the honor code was in place, students reported twenty-one cases of cheating; five years later, this figure had dropped to fourteen. Moreover, in a recent survey, a majority of Groveton students said that they would be less likely to cheat with an honor code in place than without. Thus, all colleges and universities should adopt honor codes similar to Groveton's in order to decrease cheating among students.


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




根据最近的一次报告，大学作弊现象显著增加。然而Groveton学院通过实施一种诚信制度成功减少了作弊现象。该制度要求学生同意在学业中不作弊，并且当他们怀疑别人作弊时会告知老师。Groveton的诚信制度取代了原有的老师严密监督学生的体制——在该体制中教师平均每年上报30起作弊现象。在实施诚信制度的第一年，学生上报了21起作弊现象。五年后，这一数字更是下降到了14。而且，在最近一次调查中，Groveton绝大多数学生表示有了诚信制度以后比以前更不可能作弊了。因此，所有的大学都应该采取与Groveton类似的诚信制度以减少学生作弊现象。




前提：实施诚信制度后的第一年，学生上报了21起作弊现象，五年后，这一数字更是下降到14，但这并不代表作弊现象减少了。

削弱：很有可能后来学生之间关系越来越好，所以即使发现作弊也不举报；还有可能现在不遵守自己承诺的学生越来越多。




加强：数据证明所有作弊的学生都自己上报，并且发现别人作弊也都上报。

例3(72) The following appeared as a letter to the editor of a national newspaper.

"Your recent article on corporate downsizing* in Elthyria maintains that the majority of competent workers who have lost jobs as a result of downsizing face serious economic hardship, often for years, before finding other suitable employment. But this claim is undermined by a recent report on the Elthyrian economy, which found that since 1999 far more jobs have been created than have been eliminated, bringing the unemployment rate in Elthyria to its lowest level in decades. Moreover, two-thirds of these newly created jobs have been in industries that tend to pay above-average wages, and the vast majority of these jobs are full-time."

* Downsizing is the process whereby corporations deliberately make themselves smaller, reducing the number of their employees.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




你们最近关于Elthyria缩编*的文章认为，大多数因裁员而失业的有能力工人在找到合适的工作之前经常连续几年面临严重的经济困难。但这一观点被最近一项关于Elthyria经济的报告推翻
 ，报告发现自1999年以来新增的就业机会数量远超过消失的岗位数量，并使Elthyria的失业率达到了几十年来的最低水平。另外，新增就业机会中有三分之二是那些提供高于平均水平薪酬的企业提供的，而且这些岗位绝大多数是全职工作。

* 缩编是指企业蓄意减少员工数量以缩减企业规模的过程。

第一个前提：1999年以来新增的就业机会数量远超过消失的岗位数量，这意味着失业者比较容易找到工作。

削弱：很有可能虽然有更多的就业机会，但是人口增加，毕业生数量增加导致有太多的人需要工作，而增加的就业机会根本不够。

加强：有具体的数据表明有多少人失业需要工作，能够增加多少工作岗位。第二个前提：Elthyria的失业率达到了几十年来的最低水平，这代表失业者容易找到工作。

削弱：很有可能虽然失业率低，但是依然很多人失业，他们依然很难找到一个理想的工作。

加强：给出具体的失业人数，以及他们找到工作的时间。

第三个前提：新增就业机会中三分之二的全职工作是那些提供高于平均水平薪酬的企业提供的，这说明失业者很容易找工作。

削弱：有可能增加很多高薪职位，但是竞争非常激烈，可能对求职者要求很高，求职者花很长时间才能进入公司，或者求职者太多了导致很多人根本无法获得这样高收入的全职工作。

加强：有具体的证据显示有多少人失业，有多少增加的岗位，获得这些岗位所需要的时间和难度等信息。

例4(78) The following appeared in a memo from the vice president of a food distribution company with food storage warehouses in several cities.

"Recently, we signed a contract with the Fly-Away Pest Control Company to provide pest control services at our fast-food warehouse in Palm City, but last month we discovered that over $20, 000 worth of food there had been destroyed by pest damage. Meanwhile, the Buzzoff Pest Control Company, which we have used for many years, continued to service our warehouse in Wintervale, and last month only $10,000 worth of the food stored there had been destroyed by pest damage. Even though the price charged by Fly-Away is considerably lower, our best means of saving money is to return to Buzzoff for all our pest control services."





Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




最近我们和Fly-Away Pest-Control公司签订了一项合同为我们在Palm City的仓库提供害虫控制服务,但上个月我们发现，那里有价值超过$20000的食品被害虫破坏。同时，我们在Palm City使用多年的Buzzoff Pest-Control公司继续为我们在Wintervale的仓库提供服务，上个月那里只有价值$10000的食品被害虫破坏。尽管Fly-Away的收费低廉得多，我们节省花费的最好方式就是重新使用Buzzoff公司来为我们提供所有的害虫控制服务。




第一个前提：Palm City的仓库里有价值超过$20000的食品被害虫破坏，这意味着Fly-Away Pest-Control公司杀虫效率很低。

削弱：很有可能Palm City仓库的害虫太多了，远远多于其他仓库；还有可能Palm City仓库里的食物更容易招致害虫。

加强：有具体的证据证明Fly-Away Pest-Control公司杀虫效率低导致我们公司蒙受巨大的经济损失。第二个前提：只有价值$10000的食品被破坏，这意味着Buzzoff Pest-Control公司在Wintervale仓库的杀虫效率高。

削弱：很有可能Wintervale的仓库本来就很少有害虫，或许Wintervale仓库本来就很少招致害虫；或者还有可能该仓库的食品经常替换，或者该仓库更通风或者其他配套设施更好，而这些设施不利于害虫滋生。

加强：有证据证明Buzzoff Pest-Control公司在Wintervale仓库的杀虫效率高，这导致其经济损失更少。


• 有绝对数字没有相对数字或者有相对数字没有绝对数字。有相对数字没有绝对数字的例子：A公司今年的利润比去年上涨了50%, 所以我们应该收购A公司。这个数据没有意义，因为很有可能以前的利润太少了，即便上升了50%还是远不如我们公司，所以收购无意义。有绝对数字没有相对数字的例子：A公司300人对某计划表示支持，所以应该采取。很有可能A公司有3000人，300只是很小的比例，所以这个数据也没有意义。




例1(13) In an attempt to improve highway safety, Prunty County last year lowered its speed limit from 55 to 45 miles per hour on all county highways. But this effort has failed: the number of accidents has not decreased, and, based on reports by the highway patrol, many drivers are exceeding the speed limit. Prunty County should instead undertake the same kind of road improvement project that Butler County completed five years ago: increasing lane widths, resurfacing rough highways, and improving visibility at dangerous intersections. Today, major Butler County roads still have a 55 mph speed limit, yet there were 25 percent fewer reported accidents in Butler County this past year than there were five years ago.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




为了提高高速公路的安全性，去年Prunty市把所有高速公路的限速从每小时55公里降到了每小时45公里。但是这种努力失败了：事故数量并没有下降，并且根据高速巡逻队的报告，很多司机都超过了限速。Prunty市应该采取和Butler市5年前实施的相同的道路改善计划：增加车道宽度,重新铺设不平路面以及改善危险交叉路口的能见度。
 现在，Butler市的主要道路仍然采用每小时55公里的限速，但那里去年上报的事故却比5年前减少了25%。

前提：去年Prunty市把所有高速公路的限速从每小时55公里降到了每小时45公里之后，事故数量没有下降，并且根据高速巡逻队的报告，很多司机都超过了限速，这代表这种努力失败。

削弱：有可能行车人员总体素质和数量大幅度提高，虽然事故发生的数量没有下降，但是比例在下降；还有可能事故程度变轻了；还有可能虽然很多司机都超速驾驶，但是比起以前数量已经大幅度下降了。




加强：给出具体的数据，关于事故下降率、事故程度、超速的具体情况和比例发生了怎么样的变化。

例2(39) A recent sales study indicates that consumption of seafood dishes in Bay City restaurants has increased by 30 percent during the past five years. Yet there are no currently operating city restaurants whose specialty is seafood. Moreover, the majority of families in Bay City are two-income families, and a nationwide study has shown that such families eat significantly fewer home-cooked meals than they did a decade ago but at the same time express more concern about healthful eating. Therefore, the new Captain Seafood restaurant that specializes in seafood should be quite popular and profitable.

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

最近的销量调查显示Bay City餐馆的海鲜菜肴的消费量在过去的五年中增加了30%。而现在该市还没有专门经营海鲜的餐厅。而且，Bay City的大多数家庭是双收入家庭，一次全国性调查显示这类家庭在家做饭的次数比十年前显著减少，同时他们更关注健康饮食。因此，新开的专营海鲜食品的Captain Seafood餐馆将会非常受欢迎而且有利可图。




前提：Bay City餐馆的海鲜菜肴的消费量在过去的五年中增加了30%, 这样的销量调查数据说明了海鲜比原来受欢迎了。

削弱：很有可能其他食物的销量都远远大于30%的增幅，正好说明海鲜不如其他食物受欢迎；可能只是因为餐厅的总营业额大大提高了。

加强：用具体数字表明餐厅的总营业额和各种食品的增加情况。

例3(41) The following appeared in a health newsletter.

"A ten-year nationwide study of the effectiveness of wearing a helmet while bicycling indicates that ten years ago, approximately 35 percent of all bicyclists reported wearing helmets, whereas today that number is nearly 80 percent. Another study, however, suggests that during the same ten-year period, the number of bicycle-related accidents has increased 200 percent. These results demonstrate that bicyclists feel safer because they are wearing helmets, and they take more risks as a result. Thus, to reduce the number of serious injuries from bicycle accidents, the government should concentrate more on educating people about bicycle safety and less on encouraging or requiring bicyclists to wear helmets."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




一项为期十年的对于在骑自行车时戴头盔的作用的全国性研究显示，10年前，所有骑车人中大约有35%报告说他们戴头盔，现在这个比例接近80%。然而，另外一项调查显示，在相同的十年期间，与自行车相关的事故数量增加了200%。这些结果说明骑车人因为戴着头盔而感到更安全,结果导致他们更加冒险。因此，为减少自行车事故中严重伤害的数量，政府应该更多地致力于对大众进行自行车安全教育，并较少鼓励或要求骑车人戴头盔。




前提：与自行车相关的事故数量增加了200%, 原因是骑车人戴着头盔会感到更安全。

削弱：虽然有可能，但是也许有其他原因。比如现在的头盔质量更差，导致保护功能不如以前；现在的交通状况更复杂，车辆更多；现在自行车的安全设施不如以前的先进。

加强：有证据证明，除了骑车人戴着头盔会感到更安全，没有其他的原因导致事故大幅度增加。

例4(53) The following appeared in a health magazine.

"The citizens of Forsythe have adopted more healthful lifestyles. Their responses to a recent survey show that in their eating habits they conform more closely to government nutritional recommendations than they did ten years ago. Furthermore, there has been a fourfold increase in sales of food products containing kiran, a substance that a scientific study has shown reduces cholesterol. This trend is also evident in reduced sales of sulia, a food that few of the most healthy citizens regularly eat."





Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.



Forsythe市的居民选择了更健康的生活方式。
 他们对于最近一项调查的回答显示，他们的饮食习惯比十年前更加贴近政府的营养建议。而且，含有Kiran的食品销量增长了四倍，在一次科学研究中发现，kiran是一种能够降低胆固醇水平的物质。这种趋势同样也被sulia的销量下降所证实，而健康的居民很少有人经常食用sulia。

前提：含有kiran的食品销量增长了四倍，这意味着每一个个体都更多地使用含有kiran的食品。

削弱：很有可能该地区的人口增加到远远超过原来四倍的水平，所以kiran的平均摄入量降低了。

加强：有证据表明人均消费kiran的量是增加的。

例5(61) The following appeared in an article in the Grandview Beacon.

"For many years the city of Grandview has provided annual funding for the Grandview Symphony. Last year, however, private contributions to the symphony increased by 200 percent and attendance at the symphony's concerts-in-the-park series doubled. The symphony has also announced an increase in ticket prices for next year. Given such developments, some city commissioners argue that the symphony can now be fully self-supporting, and they recommend that funding for the symphony be eliminated from next year's budget."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

很多年来，Grandview市每年都资助Grandview的交响乐团。但是去年，个人对乐团的资助增加了200%, 同时参加乐团公园音乐会的人数翻了一番。乐团还宣布明年的票价将会提高。鉴于这些变化，一些市委成员认为乐团现在完全可以独立生存，并建议在明年的预算汇总取消对该乐团的资助。




第一个前提：个人对乐团的资助增加了200%, 这意味着个人对乐团的资助可以保证乐团的存活。

削弱：很有可能原来个人资助就非常少，即便增加了200%依然很少，比起曾经的政府资助是一个很小的

数字，根本不能保证乐团正常运营。

加强：用具体的数字显示以前政府资助的数额和原来个人资助的数额。

第二个前提：参加乐团公园音乐会的人数翻了一番，这能保证乐团有足够的经费维持运营。

削弱：很有可能原来人数就不多，现在翻番依然数量不够多，收入不足以维持乐团的日常开销。

加强：有具体的数字显示人数、票价、乐团运营成本等。

• 回应者问题。比如只有很小比例的人作出回应。例如，某公司员工80%对于某计划满意，这个数据没有意义是因为很有可能该公司1000人里面只有100人回应，在这100人中只有80人满意，这个数据就没有意义了。第二种可能就是回应者因为利益的考虑会导致其不说真话。

例1(22) According to a recent report, cheating among college and university students is on the rise.




However, Groveton College has successfully reduced student cheating by adopting an honor code, which calls for students to agree not to cheat in their academic endeavors and to notify a faculty member if they suspect that others have cheated. Groveton's honor code replaced a system in which teachers closely monitored students; under that system, teachers reported an average of thirty cases of cheating per year. In the first year the honor code was in place, students reported twenty-one cases of cheating; five years later, this figure had dropped to fourteen. Moreover, in a recent survey, a majority of Groveton students said that they would be less likely to cheat with an honor code in place than without. Thus, all colleges and universities should adopt honor codes similar to Groveton's in order to decrease cheating among students.


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.


根据最近的一次报告，大学作弊现象呈上升趋势。然而Groveton学院通过实施一种诚信制度成功减少了作弊现象。该制度要求学生同意在学业中不作弊，并且当他们怀疑别人作弊时会告知老师。Groveton的诚信制度取代了原有的老师严密监督学生的体制——在该体制中教师平均每年上报30起作弊现象。在实施诚信制度的第一年，学生上报了21起作弊现象。五年后，这一数字更是下降到了14。而且，在最近一次调查中，Groveton绝大多数学生表示有了诚信制度以后比以前更不可能作弊了。因此，所有的大学和学员都应该采取与Groveton类似的诚信制度以减少学生作弊现象。




前提：在最近一次调查中，Groveton绝大多数学生表示有了诚信制度以后比以前更不可能作弊了，这是真的。

削弱：很有可能他们只是这样说，但是根本没有做到；或许这样更方便自己作弊，利益的考虑会导致回应者有这样的观点。

加强：回应者完全是客观的表达，并且他们的确做到了。

例2(63) The following appeared in a letter to the editor of the Parkville Daily newspaper.

"Throughout the country last year, as more and more children below the age of nine participated in youth-league sports, over 40,000 of these young players suffered injuries. When interviewed for a recent study, youth-league soccer players in several major cities also reported psychological pressure exerted by coaches and parents to win games. Furthermore, education experts say that long practice sessions for these sports take away time that could be used for academic activities. Since the disadvantages outweigh any advantages, we in Parkville should discontinue organized athletic competition for children under nine."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




去年在全国范围内，随着越来越多9岁以下的儿童参加少年体育比赛，有超过40000的儿童选手受伤。在最近一次研究所做的采访中，一些大城市的少年足球选手报告说存在来自教练和家长要求赢得比赛的心理压力。而且，教育专家指出这些运动项目长时间的训练占据了本应用于学习的时间。由于不利因素明显超过了有利因素，我们Parkville应该停止组织9岁以下儿童的体育比赛。




前提：大城市的少年足球选手报告证明了体育比赛对孩子是有心理压力的。

削弱：很有可能只是足球比赛压力比较大，而许多其他的比赛压力没有这么大。还有可能这些足球选手没有说真话，为了减轻他们未来的训练量，他们故意声称自己有太大的压力。

加强：有证据显示大城市的少年足球选手报告证明了足球选手说的是真话，而且其他的比赛对孩子同样是有心理压力的。

例3(67) The following appeared as part of a business plan developed by the manager of the RialtoMovie Theater.

"Despite its downtown location, the Rialto Movie Theater, a local institution for five decades, must make big changes or close its doors forever. It should follow the example of the new Apex Theater in the mall outside of town. When the Apex opened last year, it featured a video arcade, plush carpeting and seats, and a state-of-the-art sound system. Furthermore, in a recent survey, over 85 percent of respondents reported that the high price of newly released movies prevents them from going to the movies more than five times per year. Thus, if the Rialto intends to hold on to its share of a decreasing pool of moviegoers, it must offer the same features as Apex."





Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




尽管已成立50年的当地机构Rialto剧院地处闹市，但它必须采取重大变革，否则将永久停业。它应该借鉴城外商业街上新的Apex剧院的例子。Apex去年开业的时候，拥有视听走廊、豪华地毯和座椅，以及最先进的音响系统。而且，在最近一次调查中，超过85%的受访者报告说新发行影片的过高票价致使他们看电影的次数每年不超过五次。因此，如果Rialto想在电影观众减少的情况下保持市场份额，它必须提供与Apex相同的设施及服务。




前提：受访者的回答是客观的。

削弱：受访者很有可能为了使票价降低而故意说票价过高，这种利益的考虑导致他们没有作出客观的回答。

加强：除非具体的数字证据显示受访者的收入水平、票价和其他生活成本，以此证明票价是过高的。在GRE题库中还有许多题目也可以考虑“数据的无意义”。

4 / 8 / 9 / 13 / 15 / 22 / 25 / 31 / 35 / 39 / 41 / 43 / 48 / 53 / 55 / 56 / 61 / 63 / 67 / 69 / 72 / 74 / 77 / 78 / 85 / 97 / 132 / 135 / 137 / 142


3. 调查者分析


调查者必须做到中立和客观，不能带有偏见。在GRE题库中，有两道题属于这样的类型，供参考。

例1(6) Arctic deer live on islands in Canada's arctic regions. They search for food by moving over ice from island to island during the course of the year. Their habitat is limited to areas warm enough to sustain the plants on which they feed and cold enough, at least some of the year, for the ice to cover the sea separating the islands, allowing the deer to travel over it. Unfortunately, according to reports from local hunters, the deer populations are declining. Since these reports coincide with recent global warming trends that have caused the sea ice to melt, we can conclude that the purported decline in deer populations is the result of the deer's being unable to follow their age-old migration patterns across the frozen sea.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


北极鹿生活在加拿大极地区域的岛屿上。它们全年都通过冰块在岛屿间移动寻找食物。它们的栖居地局限在那些温暖得足以维持它们生存的植物生长，并且在一年的至少某些时候冷到足以让岛屿间的海面结冰以使它们能够在岛屿间穿梭的地方。不幸的是，根据当地猎人的报告，鹿的数量正在下降。由于这些报告正好与最近引起海洋冰面融化的全球变暖趋势同时发生，我们可以得出结论：北极鹿数量的下降是它们无法按它们由来已久的迁移习惯穿越结冰海面的结果。




前提：猎人报告结果是客观的。

削弱：很有可能猎人是非专业的生态学专家，其调查不全面导致无法找到所有的北极鹿。

加强：有生态学家和其他专家的证据佐证北极鹿的数量的确在下降。

例2(81) The following appeared in a business magazine.




"As a result of numerous complaints of dizziness and nausea on the part of consumers of Promofoods tuna, the company requested that eight million cans of its tuna be returned for testing. Promofoods concluded that the canned tuna did not, after all, pose a health risk. This conclusion is based on tests performed on samples of the recalled cans by chemists from Promofoods; the chemists found that of the eight food chemicals most commonly blamed for causing symptoms of dizziness and nausea, five were not found in any of the tested cans. The chemists did find small amounts of the three remaining suspected chemicals but pointed out that these occur naturally in all canned foods."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to decide whether the conclusion and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to the questions would help to evaluate the conclusion.


由于有大量消费者投诉说产生了眩晕和恶心，Promofoods公司要求收回800万罐金枪鱼进行检测。Promofoods下结论说这些罐头根本不会产生健康威胁。
 这一结论基于Promofoods的化学家对回收的罐头样本进行的检测；化学家发现在8种最受指责的导致眩晕和恶心症状的化学物质中，有五种没有在任何被测试的罐头中发现。化学家确实发现剩下三种受怀疑的化学物质有少量存在，但却指出这些物质在所有的罐头食品中都存在。

前提：Promofoods的化学家测试的结果是客观的、可信的。

削弱：很有可能为了树立良好的品牌形象，Promofoods的化学家没有做客观的报道。

加强：有证据表明Promofoods的化学家测试的结果是客观的、可信的。

第二节　比较类


1. 错误类比


在argument里经常会有错误类比的问题出现。所谓错误类比，指的是A做了某行动，B也应该做类似的行动。这里有两个前提条件是有问题的：第一，A不一定获得了任何好处，如果是这样，B也做则是没有任何价值的。第二，即便A获得了很大的成功，也不代表B也一定能获得成功。因为很有可能A和B是不一样的。这里用因果分析和对比的方法进行削弱。具体的段落写作方法见第六章第二节，基本模式如下(无论用什么英语表达，只要是这个概念就可以了):

很有可能A和B不一样，比如A由于……, 于是……; 而B由于……就没有……。这里的对比展开方法既可以用subject-by-subject模式，也可以用point-by-point模式。(具体模式见第六章第二节“通过比较对比进行发展”部分)

例1(171) The following appeared as a letter to the editor from the owner of a skate shop in Central Plaza.

"Two years ago the city voted to prohibit skateboarding in Central Plaza. They claimed that skateboard users were responsible for the litter and vandalism that were keeping other visitors from coming to the plaza. In the past two years, however, there has only been a small increase in the number of visitors to Central Plaza, and litter and vandalism are still problematic. Skateboarding is permitted in Monroe Park, however, and there is no problem with litter or vandalism there. In order to restore Central Plaza to its former glory, then, we recommend that the city lift its prohibition on skateboarding in the plaza."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.







两年前，本市投票禁止了在中央广场玩滑板的行为。他们宣称是玩滑板的人乱扔垃圾和破坏公物的行为使其他游客远离了广场。然而在过去两年中，中央广场的游客数量仅有少量回升，乱扔垃圾和破坏公物的问题依然存在。Monroe公园就允许玩滑板，但是那里并没有任何乱扔垃圾和破坏公物的问题。为使中央广场重新焕发生机，我们建议市里应该取消广场禁止玩滑板的限令。




前提：Monroe公园和中央广场允许玩滑板会产生同样的效果。

削弱：很有可能Monroe公园玩滑板的人素质高，所以不会有任何乱扔垃圾和破坏公物的行为，而中央购物广场的滑板爱好者可能素质不高。还有可能Monroe公园有更多对乱扔垃圾的惩罚制度，或者有专门人员做卫生和维护。

加强：用证据证明Monroe公园和中央广场一样，允许玩滑板都不会带来更多的垃圾。

例2(67) The following appeared as part of a business plan developed by the manager of the Rialto Movie Theater.

"Despite its downtown location, the Rialto Movie Theater, a local institution for five decades, must make big changes or close its doors forever. It should follow the example of the new Apex Theater in the mall outside of town. When the Apex opened last year, it featured a video arcade, plush carpeting and seats, and a state-of-the-art sound system. Furthermore, in a recent survey, over 85 percent of respondents reported that the high price of newly released movies prevents them from going to the movies more than five times per year. Thus, if the Rialto intends to hold on to its share of a decreasing pool of moviegoers, it must offer the same features as Apex."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




尽管已成立50年的当地机构Rialto剧院地处闹市，但它必须采取重大变革，否则将永久停业。它应该借鉴城外商业街上新的Apex剧院的例子。Apex去年开业的时候，拥有视听走廊、豪华地毯和座椅，以及最先进的音响系统。而且，在最近一次调查中，超过85%的受访者报告说新发行影片的过高票价致使他们看电影的次数每年不超过五次。因此，如果Rialto想在电影观众减少的情况下保持市场份额，它必须提供与Apex相同的设施及服务。




前提一：Apex拥有视听走廊、豪华地毯和座椅，以及最先进的音响系统，因此最终获得了市场份额。削弱：很有可能Apex花了太多的成本，导致整个运作存在极大的困难。

加强：有具体证据显示Apex剧院的这项改变获得了成功。

前提二：Rialto剧院和Apex剧院各方面情况是一样的。

削弱：很有可能Rialto剧院在闹市，所以本来就有很大的客流量，不需要再花更多的成本，而Apex剧院在郊区，所以只有通过提高质量和服务的方式来吸引更多的观众了。

加强：有证据显示Rialto剧院和Apex剧院附近的客流量以及其他的所有设备等方面都是一样的。

例3(7) The following is a recommendation from the Board of Directors of Monarch Books.

"We recommend that Monarch Books open a café in its store. Monarch, having been in business at the same location for more than twenty years, has a large customer base because it is known for its wide selection of books on all subjects. Clearly, opening the café would attract more customers. Space could be made for the café by discontinuing the children's book section, which will probably become less popular given that the most recent national census indicated a significant decline in the percentage of the population under age ten. Opening a café will allow Monarch to attract more customers and better compete with Regal Books, which recently opened its own café."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.







我们建议Monarch书店在店内开设一家咖啡厅。Monarch书店已经在同一店址经营了20多年,因其广泛提供各类型图书而著名，并因此拥有庞大的消费者群体。显然，开设咖啡厅能吸引更多的顾客，咖啡厅的空间可以通过撤消儿童书籍的柜台获得。最近一次全国调查显示10岁以下的儿童在人口总数中所占比例显著下降，因此童书很可能不像以前那么畅销。开设咖啡厅将会使Monarch吸引更多顾客，并能更好地与最近刚开设了咖啡厅的Regal书店竞争。




前提：Regal书店的具体商业情况和Monarch是一致的。

削弱：很有可能Regal书店根本没有赚钱，因为咖啡厅投入成本太高。即便Regal咖啡厅带来更多的整体盈利，很有可能是因为该咖啡厅的咖啡非常好喝，而一般的咖啡厅达不到这个水平；还有可能去Regal书店的客户仅仅是喜欢在Regal书店中喝咖啡，而Monarch的环境不适合。或者Regal所在地区的人喜欢咖啡，而Monarch地区的人不喜欢咖啡。

加强：Regal书店的客户群体、书店环境等各方面和Monarch是一致的。

例4(77) The following recommendation appeared in a memo from the mayor of the town of Hopewell.

"Two years ago, the nearby town of Ocean View built a new municipal golf course and resort hotel. During the past two years, tourism in Ocean View has increased, new businesses have opened there, and Ocean View's tax revenues have risen by 30 percent. Therefore, the best way to improve Hopewel''s economy—and generate additional tax revenues—is to build a golf course and resort hotel similar to those in Ocean View."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted
 .

两年前，邻镇Ocean View建了一个新的市立高尔夫球场和度假旅馆。在过去的两年里，Ocean View的旅客增加了，新的商业也开始在那出现，而且Ocean View的税收也增加了30%。因此，改善Hopewell的经济——带来更多税收——的最好途径就是建立一个和Ocean View类似的高尔夫球场和度假旅馆。




前提：Ocean View和Hopewell的各方面情况是一样的。

削弱：很有可能Ocean View的环境适合做旅游业，因为其环境幽雅；而Hopewell可能自然环境恶劣，即便有度假旅馆和高尔夫球场也不会吸引游客来旅游，无法获得更多的税收。

加强：有证据表明Ocean View和Hopewell的经济、自然环境等各方面情况是一致的。

例5(71) The following is a letter to the editor of the Waymarsh Times.

"Traffic here in Waymarsh is becoming a problem. Although just three years ago a state traffic survey showed that the typical driving commuter took 20 minutes to get to work, the commute now takes closer to 40 minutes, according to the survey just completed. Members of the town council already have suggested more road building to address the problem, but as well as being expensive, the new construction will surely disrupt some of our residential neighborhoods. It would be better to follow the example of the nearby city of Garville. Last year Garville implemented a policy that rewards people who share rides to work, giving them coupons for free gas. Pollution levels in Garville have dropped since the policy was implemented, and people from Garville tell me that commuting times have fallen considerably. There is no reason why a policy like Garville's shouldn't work equally well in Waymarsh."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


Waymarsh的交通越来越成问题。尽管仅在三年前一项全州的交通调查显示，开车上班族路上需20分钟，而最近调查显示现在几乎需要40分钟。一些市委成员建议多修路以解决问题，但除了花费高以外，新的建设也肯定会扰民。效仿邻近的Garville市的例子可能是更好的办法。去年,Garville实施了一项政策，向那些拼车上下班的人发放免费汽油券作为奖励。政策实施后,Garville的污染减轻了，一些Garville的居民告诉我通勤时间显著缩短。因此，类似Garville的政策没有理由不会在Waymarsh产生同样的效果。







前提：Waymarsh和Garville市各方面的情况是一致的。

削弱：很有可能Garville的工作地点相对集中，而Waymarsh的工作地点很分散，所以无法拼车；还有可能Garville有节俭的传统，而Waymarsh更注重独立的生活。

加强：有证据证明Waymarsh和Garville的工作地点分布和人们的生活习惯等各方面情况是一致的。如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题号，然后思考该问题。

171 / 7 / 11 / 12 / 109 / 27 / 35 / 37 / 42 / 45 / 63 / 65 / 67 / 71 / 76 / 77 / 78 / 86 / 91 / 97 / 113 / 135 / 157 / 160 / 170 / 62


2. 不完整比较


不完整比较就是把A事物的一个方面和B事物的另一个方面进行比较，而没有完整的对两者进行综合比较，这样形成的观点显然是无效的。比如：由于A学生的第一次考试比B同学的第二次考试成绩好，我们就认为A比B成绩好，这就是不完整比较。

例1(4) The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner to a friend.

"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town—Adams Realty and Fitch Realty—Adams Realty is clearly superior. Adams has 40 real estate agents; in contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work only part-time. Moreover, Adams'revenue last year was twice as high as that of Fitch and included home sales that averaged $168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. Homes listed with Adams sell faster as well: ten years ago I listed my home with Fitch, and it took more than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one month. Thus, if you want to sell your home quickly and at a good price, you should use Adams Realty."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted
 .

在本市的两家最大的房地产经纪公司——Adams Realty和Fitch Realty——之中，Adams显然更优秀一些。Adams有40名房地产经纪人，而Fitch只有25个，且很多是兼职者。而且，Adams去年的收入是Fitch的两倍，其平均房价为$168000，而Fitch仅为$144000。在Adams销售的房屋卖得也更快：10年前，我把我的房产交给Fitch, 它用了四个多月才卖出去；去年，我在Adams卖了另一处房产，仅用一个月就售出了。因此，要想让你的房产卖得更快更好，你应该选择Adams。




前提：10年前和去年出售房屋的行情难度是一致的。

削弱：很有可能10年前房屋本来就更难售出，虽然10年前Fitch用了四个月卖出了房屋，但是其他公司包括Adams当时都花了更多的时间；虽然去年一个月在Adams代理的房屋就售出了，但是Fitch在去年平均售出一套房子的时间远远比这个短。

加强：在同一时间范围内进行比较，还是Adams卖得更快。

例2(170) The following appeared in a memo from the vice president of a company that builds shopping malls around the country.

"The surface of a section of Route 101, paved just two years ago by Good Intentions Roadways, is now badly cracked with a number of dangerous potholes. In another part of the state, a section of Route 40, paved by Appian Roadways more than four years ago, is still in good condition. In a demonstration of their continuing commitment to quality, Appian Roadways recently purchased state-of-the-art paving machinery and hired a new quality-control manager. Therefore, I recommend hiring Appian Roadways to construct the access roads for all our new shopping malls. I predict that our Appian access roads will not have to be repaired for at least four years."





Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




两年前由Good Intentions筑路公司修筑的101公路的一段路面现已严重开裂，并出现危险的坑洼。在同一州的另一个地区，四年多以前由Appian筑路公司修筑的40公路的一段现在依然状况良好。作为其不懈追求质量的证明，Appian公司最近购买了最先进的筑路机械，并雇佣了一名新的质量监控经理。因此，我建议雇用Appian公司为我们所有的新商业街修筑通道。
 我预计Appian修筑的通道至少4年不用维修。

前提：101公路的一段质量很差，而40公路的一段现在依然状况良好，所以Good Intentions筑路公司修筑水平不如Appian公司。

削弱：很有可能101公路除了这一段质量差，其他部分都状况很好；而40公路可能仅仅一段现在依然状况良好，其他部分都已经严重破坏了。

加强：有证据证明整个101公路质量都很差，而40公路的整体状况现在依然良好。


3. 时间推测


时间是一个很重要的分析层面。很多时候，我们不能用过去的情形作出关于现在时刻的某些结论；同样,现在的观点也不一定能在未来适用。所以在这里，GRE的argument题干里经常用假设过去和现在各方面情况一样；或者假设现在的趋势在未来还会延续。削弱的方法是：提出可能的状况，包括分析现在和过去或者现在和将来有哪些不同，也是运用对比和因果的发展段落方式进行展开。模式：很有可能过去由于……, 于是……; 而现在由于……, 所以……。重点在于省略号内容的分析。

例1(1) Woven baskets characterized by a particular distinctive pattern have previously been found only in the immediate vicinity of the prehistoric village of Palea and therefore were believed to have been made only by the Palean people. Recently, however, archaeologists discovered such a "Palean" basket in Lithos, an ancient village across the Brim River from Palea. The Brim River is very deep and broad, and so the ancient Paleans could have crossed it only by boat, and no Palean boats have been found. Thus it follows that the so-called Palean baskets were not uniquely Palean.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument
 .

一种具有独特花纹的编织篮子以前只在史前村庄Palea的邻近地区发现过，因而被认为只可能是Palea居民编制的。然而最近，考古学家在一个与Palea隔着一条叫做Brim河的村庄Lithos发现了一个这样的Palea篮子。Brim河很深、很宽，所以古代Palea人只能坐船穿过它，但没有发现过Palea人的船只。这表明这种所谓的Palea篮子并不是Palea人所独有的。




前提：Brim河现在跟以前是一样的状况。

削弱：很有可能现在的地理状况和以前是不一样的。比如：以前河水很浅；以前旁边有一座桥；以前这里根本没有河，是连成一片的，所以古代Palea人直接就可以到村庄Lithos等。

加强：地质专家的证据表明以前和现在Brim河周围的状况和与Litho的关系是一致的。


例2(33)
 The following appeared in a memorandum from the planning department of an electric power company.

"Several recent surveys indicate that home owners are increasingly eager to conserve energy. At the same time, manufacturers are now marketing many home appliances, such as refrigerators and air conditioners, that are almost twice as energy efficient as those sold a decade ago. Also, new technologies for better home insulation and passive solar heating are readily available to reduce the energy needed for home heating. Therefore, the total demand for electricity in our area will not increase—and may decline slightly. Since our three electric generating plants in operation for the past twenty years have always met our needs, construction of new generating plants will not be necessary."





Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




最近的几次调查表明，房主越来越强烈地希望节省能源。同时，生产商现在正在推出很多能效比10年前的电器几乎高一倍的家用电器，比如冰箱和空调。而且，更好的房屋隔热和被动式太阳能采暖的新技术已经可以用于减少家庭采暖所需的能源。因此，我们地区的用电需求总量不会增加，而可能有轻微下降。由于我们已经运作了20年的三座发电站一直能够满足需求，因此，我们无需建造新的发电厂
 。

前提：过去20年和现在的需求规律适用于未来。

削弱：现在可能预测用电需求不会增加，但是很有可能在未来发生变化，导致用电量的增加，比如未来化石燃料的减少导致人们不得不用电能取而代之，或者大功率用的产业大量在本地使用。

加强：有证据表明未来不可能有大的用电需求的增长。

例3(38) The following appeared in a memo from the new vice president of Sartorian, a company that manufactures men's clothing.

"Five years ago, at a time when we had difficulties in obtaining reliable supplies of high quality wool fabric, we discontinued production of our alpaca overcoat. Now that we have a new fabric supplier, we should resume production. This coat should sell very well: since we have not offered an alpaca overcoat for five years and since our major competitor no longer makes an alpaca overcoat, there will be pent-up customer demand. Also, since the price of most types of clothing has increased in each of the past five years, customers should be willing to pay significantly higher prices for alpaca overcoats than they did five years ago, and our company profits will increase."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


五年前，当我们在获取高质量羊毛毛料的可靠渠道方面存在困难的时候，我们停止了高档羊毛外套的生产。现在有了新的毛料供应商，我们应该重新开始生产
 。这种外套应该会卖得很好：因为我们已经五年没有供应羊毛外套了，而且由于我们的主要竞争对手已不再生产羊毛外套，因此,消费者将有很迫切的需求。而且，过去五年中多数种类的服装价格每年都在上涨，消费者应该愿意花比五年前高得多的价格购买羊毛外套，从而促使我们公司利润的上升。

前提一：五年前和现在人们对于羊毛外衣的需求是一样的。

削弱：很有可能五年前人们需要羊毛外套御寒，但是五年内没有了该产品，这导致人们可能已经寻找到了更廉价、质量更好的替代产品；或者羊毛外套已经不时尚了，人们现在也不买了。

加强：现在人们会像五年前一样喜欢该产品，而且没有其他替代产品。

前提二：我们的主要竞争对手不生产羊毛外套的状态未来会一直维持。

削弱：很有可能竞争对手不生产的原因是没有羊毛供应，现在有了羊毛供应商会导致原来的竞争对手重新生产羊毛外套，甚至可能产生更多的其他竞争对手。

加强：有证据证明竞争对手不会继续在未来生产羊毛外套，或者证明除了我们公司以外的任何公司都没法掌握制作技术，即便他们有原材料。

例4(43) The following appeared in a memorandum written by the chairperson of the West Egg Town Council.




"Two years ago, consultants predicted that West Egg's landfill, which is used for garbage disposal, would be completely filled within five years. During the past two years, however, the town's residents have been recycling twice as much material as they did in previous years. Next month the amount of recycled material—which includes paper, plastic, and metal—should further increase, since charges for pickup of other household garbage will double. Furthermore, over 90 percent of the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling in the future. Because of our town's strong commitment to recycling, the available space in our landfill should last for considerably longer than predicted."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


两年前，顾问预言，West Egg用于投放垃圾的填埋地将在五年内完全被填满。然而在过去两年中，市民循环再利用的材料数量比以前翻了一番。下个月循环再利用的材料(包括纸张、塑料和金属)数量将进一步增加。而且，最近一次调查中超过90%的回应者表示他们将会在未来做更多的循环再利用工作。由于居民对循环再利用的有力支持，我们填埋地可利用空间的使用时间将比预期的长得多。




前提一：两年前、现在以及未来垃圾都是以同样的速度产生。

削弱：很有可能从两年前到现在，垃圾的增加速度很快，而且以后会继续增长，导致产生比预期更多的垃圾

加强：用数据证明两年前和现在垃圾的产生速度是一样的。

前提二：现在垃圾减少的状况未来依然可以保持。

削弱：很有可能未来更多人在此居住，这会产生更多的垃圾。

加强：有证据显示现在垃圾减少的状况未来依然可以保持。如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题号，然后思考该问题。

1 / 8 / 10 / 11 / 30 / 33 / 35 / 37 / 38 / 43 / 46 / 60 / 66 / 71 / 86 / 157

第三节　因果类


1. 时间与因果的关系


这是一个非常常见的逻辑问题。人们在日常生活中经常把时间先后等同于因果关系，实际上在很多情况下，时间先后或者时间同时不代表两者之间有因果关系。削弱的方法往往是：还有什么其他的可能性也会导致这个结果，用因果分析来展开。

例1(2) The following appeared as part of a letter to the editor of a scientific journal.

"A recent study of eighteen rhesus monkeys provides clues as to the effects of birth order on an individual's levels of stimulation. The study showed that in stimulating situations (such as an encounter with an unfamiliar monkey), firstborn infant monkeys produce up to twice as much of the hormone cortisol, which primes the body for increased activity levels, as do their younger siblings. Firstborn humans also produce relatively high levels of cortisol in stimulating situations (such as the return of a parent after an absence). The study also found that during pregnancy, first-time mother monkeys had higher levels of cortisol than did those who had had several offspring."


Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation (s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.





最近一项对于18只恒河猴的研究在出生顺序对于个体刺激程度的影响方面提供了线索
 。研究表明，在处于刺激环境下(例如遇到一只不熟悉的猴子) , 头胎小猴所分泌的皮质醇(一种导致身体活动程度增加的物质)比它们的弟弟妹妹多一倍。人类的头胎孩子在遇到刺激(例如父母离开后回到身边)时也会分泌出相对更浓的皮质醇。研究同时还发现，在怀孕期间，第一次为人母的恒河猴皮质醇水平高于已经多次生育的恒河猴。

前提一：在受到刺激的环境下(例如遇到一只不熟悉的猴子) 之后，头胎小猴的皮质醇分泌会翻倍，并且增加了它及其兄弟姐妹的身体灵活度。作者就此认为皮质醇分泌会翻倍导致身体灵活度提高是因为头胎的原因。

削弱：其他原因导致皮质醇分泌翻倍，并且导致身体灵活度提高；比如体液调节的原因，比如饮食促进了皮质醇的增多，多锻炼导致身体灵活度的提高。

加强：科学家专门通过实验的方式证明，头胎是导致皮质醇增加的直接原因，并且必然导致身体灵活度提高。

前提二：人类的头胎孩子在遇到刺激(例如父母离开后回到身边)时也会分泌出相对更浓的皮质醇的原因也是因为头胎。

削弱：可能也是其他原因导致的：比如人的饮食对其造成的影响，身体的体液调节产生的影响，比如心理因素导致的激素分泌增多。

加强：科学家专门通过实验的方式证明了头胎是导致皮质醇增加的直接原因。

例2(19) Two years ago, radio station WCQP in Rockville decided to increase the number of call-in advice programs that it broadcast; since that time, its share of the radio audience in the Rockville listening area has increased significantly. Given WCQP's recent success with call-in advice programming, and citing a nationwide survey indicating that many radio listeners are quite interested in such programs, the station manager of KICK in Medway recommends that KICK include more call-in advice programs in an attempt to gain a larger audience share in its listening area.


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation
 .

两年前，Rockville的WCQP电台决定增加其播放的电话参与节目的数量。此后，它在Rockville所占的听众覆盖率显著提高。鉴于WCQP最近在电话参与节目方面的成功，以及一项指出很多广播听众对这类节目相当感兴趣的全国性调查，Medway的KICK电台经理建议KICK播放更多的电话参与节目，以期在其收听区域赢得更大的听众比例。




前提：Rockville的WCQP电台决定增加其播放的电话参与节目的数量是该电台在Rockville的听众覆盖率显著提高的原因。

削弱：很有可能Rockville的听众覆盖率显著提高是别的原因导致的。比如其他节目，诸如摇滚、古典音乐等导致大量听众选择收听该电台；还有可能电台的DJ更有趣、更幽默吸引了大量的听众；或者该地区人口增加。

加强：有具体的证据证明Rockville的WCQP电台决定增加其播放的电话参与节目的数量是该电台在 Rockville的听众覆盖率显著提高的原因，而且听众数量没有变化，其他节目和节目的主持也没有变化。

例3(59) The following appeared in a memo from the president of Bower Builders, a company that constructs new homes.

"A nationwide survey reveals that the two most-desired home features are a large family room and a large, well-appointed kitchen. A number of homes in our area built by our competitor Domus Construction have such features and have sold much faster and at significantly higher prices than the national average. To boost sales and profits, we should increase the size of the family rooms and kitchens in all the homes we build and should make state-of-the-art kitchens a standard feature. Moreover, our larger family rooms and kitchens can come at the expense of the dining room, since many of our recent buyers say they do not need a separate dining room 0for family meals."





Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




一项全国性调查发现，人们最想拥有的两项家庭设施就是大间家庭活动室和设备齐全的大型厨房。我们的竞争对手Domus Construction在本地区开发的一些新住宅提供了这些设施，这些住宅的销售速度和售价显著高于平均水平。为增加我们的销售和利润，我们应该在我们所建的住宅中增加家庭活动室面积并将先进厨房作为标准配置。而且，这些更大的家庭活动室和厨房可以通过牺牲餐厅来获得
 ，因为最近我们的很多顾客说他们不需要家庭用餐的独立餐厅。

前提：竞争对手Domus Construction在附近开发的新住宅提供了大间家庭活动室和设备齐全的大型厨房，这是这些新住宅的销售速度和售价显著高于平均水平的重要原因。

削弱：很有可能这些住宅的销售速度和售价显著高于平均水平是其他原因造成的，比如地段比较好、生活比较方便、交通状况好、环境幽雅，周围有很多公司或者学校等。

加强：有证据证明竞争对手Domus Construction在附近开发的新住宅提供了大间家庭活动室和设备齐全的大型厨房是这些住宅的销售速度和售价显著高于平均水平的重要原因，而不是任何其他的原因。

例4(36) The following report appeared in the newsletter of the West Meria Public Health Council.

"An innovative treatment has come to our attention that promises to significantly reduce absenteeism in our schools and workplaces. A study reports that in nearby East Meria, where fish consumption is very high, people visit the doctor only once or twice per year for the treatment of colds. Clearly, eating a substantial amount of fish can prevent colds. Since colds represent the most frequently given reason for absences from school and work, we recommend the daily use of Ichthaid—a nutritional supplement derived from fish oil—as a good way to prevent colds and lower absenteeism."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




我们注意到一种新的可以保证显著降低学校和工作场所缺勤率的方案。一项研究报告说，在附近的East Meria, 鱼的消费量很高，那的人们每年因为感冒去看医生的次数只有一次或两次。显然，吃大量的鱼可以预防感冒。由于感冒是缺课和缺勤的最常见原因，我们建议每天服用一种从鱼油中提取的营养物质Ichthaid作为预防感冒和减少缺勤的有效措施。




前提：鱼的消费量很高是East Meria的人们每年感冒少的原因。

削弱：其他原因导致那里的百姓每年感冒少：比如他们经常锻炼，该地区人们的生活作息比较有规律，该地人们的其他饮食导致很少得病等。

加强：在鱼的消费量很高和那里的百姓每年感冒少两者之间建立必然的因果关系。

如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题号，然后思考该问题。

2 / 3 / 5 / 6 / 11 / 12 / 13 / 14 / 18 / 19 / 22 / 36 / 37 / 38 / 40 / 59 / 71 / 74 / 169 / 79 / 86 / 113 / 152 / 157 / 160 / 168


2. 无因果关系





要高度关注argument题干中的因果关系，如果题目中有因果表达类的词汇，要仔细分析两者是否有必然的因果关系。有可能这里的因果关系不成立，下面通过例子来进行分析。

例1(41) The following appeared in a health newsletter.

"A ten-year nationwide study of the effectiveness of wearing a helmet while bicycling indicates that ten years ago, approximately 35 percent of all bicyclists reported wearing helmets, whereas today that number is nearly 80 percent. Another study, however, suggests that during the same ten-year period, the number of bicycle-related accidents has increased 200 percent. These results demonstrate that bicyclists feel safer because they are wearing helmets, and they take more risks as a result. Thus, to reduce the number of serious injuries from bicycle accidents, the government should concentrate more on educating people about bicycle safety and less on encouraging or requiring bicyclists to wear helmets."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




一项为期10年的对于在骑自行车时戴头盔的作用的全国性研究显示，10年前，所有骑车人中大约有35%报告说他们戴头盔，现在这个比例接近80%。然而，另外一项调查显示，在相同的10年期间，因骑车引起的事故数量增加了200%。这些结果说明骑车人因为戴着头盔而感到更安全,结果导致他们更加冒险。因此，为减少自行车事故中严重伤害的数量，政府应该更多地致力于对大众的自行车安全教育，并减少鼓励或要求骑车人戴头盔。




前提：因骑车引起的事故数量增加了200%, 其原因是骑车人戴着头盔会感到更安全。

削弱：虽然有可能，但是也许有其他原因。比如现在头盔的质量更差，导致保护功能不如以前；现在的交通状况更复杂，车辆更多；现在自行车不如以前的安全设施先进。

加强：有证据证明，除了骑车人戴着头盔会感到更安全，没有其他的原因导致事故大幅度增加。

例2(44) The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a journal on environmental issues.

"Over the past year, the Crust Copper Company (CCC) has purchased over 10,000 square miles of land in the tropical nation of West Fredonia. Mining copper on this land will inevitably result in pollution and, since West Fredonia is the home of several endangered animal species, in environmental disaster. But such disasters can be prevented if consumers simply refuse to purchase products that are made with CCC's copper unless the company abandons its mining plans."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




去年，CCC公司在热带国家West Fredonia购买了上万平方英里的土地。在这些地方采矿将不可避免地导致污染，因为West Fredonia是很多濒危物种的栖居地，所以还会导致环境灾害。但如果消费者简单地拒绝购买用CCC所生产的铜制品，那么，只要CCC公司放弃它的采矿计划，就可以避免这种灾害的延续。




前提：West Fredonia是很多濒危物种的栖居地，采矿计划就一定会导致环境灾害。

削弱：很有可能虽然CCC公司在这些地方采矿将会不可避免地导致污染，但这些污染可能不至于导致濒危动物的灭绝，或者有可能该公司自己的采矿计划中已经有减除污染和保护动物的计划。

加强：用证据证明CCC公司必然产生污染，而且这个污染对濒危动物造成了伤害，从而导致其灭绝。

例3(45) The following is part of a memorandum from the president of Humana University.

"Last year the number of students who enrolled in online degree programs offered by nearby Omni University increased by 50 percent. During the same year, Omni showed a significant decrease from prior years in expenditures for dormitory and classroom space, most likely because instruction in the online programs takes place via the Internet. In contrast, over the past three years, enrollment at Humana University has failed to grow, and the cost of maintaining buildings has increased along with our budget deficit. To address these problems, Humana University will begin immediately to create and actively promote online degree programs like those at Omni. We predict that instituting these online degree programs will help Humana both increase its total enrollment and solve its budget problems."





Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.


去年报名参加附近Omni大学在线教学项目的学生人数上升了50%。同年，Omni用于宿舍和教室的开支比前些年显著下降，这很可能是因为在线教学项目通过网络来授课。相比而言，在过去三年中，Humana大学的报名人数没有增长,而用于建筑维护的费用和预算赤字都上升了。为解决这些问题，Humana将马上开始设置并积极推广与Omni类似的在线教学项目。
 我们预计，开设这些在线教学项目有助于增加Humana的报名人数并解决预算问题。

前提：Omni用于宿舍和教室的开支比前一年显著下降，其原因就是在线教学项目通过网络授课。

削弱：很有可能用于宿舍和教室的开支比前一年显著下降是因为本来宿舍和教室就很好，不需要多少钱进行维护；还有可能更好地对学生进行教育导致了学生更少破坏公共财产。

加强：用证据证明Omni用于宿舍和教室的开支比前一年显著下降的原因必然是在线教学项目通过网络授课。

例4(30) The following appeared as a recommendation by a committee planning a ten-year budget for the city of Calatrava.

"The birthrate in our city is declining: in fact, last year's birthrate was only one-half that of five years ago. Thus the number of students enrolled in our public schools will soon decrease dramatically, and we can safely reduce the funds budgeted for education during the next decade. At the same time, we can reduce funding for athletic playing fields and other recreational facilities. As a result, we will have sufficient money to fund city facilities and programs used primarily by adults, since we can expect the adult population of the city to increase."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




我市的出生率正在下降：事实上，去年的出生率仅为五年前的一半。因而，我市公立学校的学生数量将很快会急剧下降，无疑，我们可以在下一个10年削减教育经费预算。
 与此同时，我们也可以减少运动场地和其他休闲设施的投入。所以，我们可以有充足的费用去扶持供成年人使用的城市设施和项目，因为我们可以预测未来成年人数量将会增加。

前提一：去年的出生率只是五年前的一半，这并不是市公立学校的学生数量将很快会急剧下降的原因。

削弱：可能即便出生率下降，但是入学率没有下降。很有可能有其他市的孩子或者新移民的孩子需要上学。

加强：有证据证明本市历史上很少有外来人口入学，并且以后也如此。

前提二：学生减少就可以导致我们减少未来10年的教育经费。

削弱：很有可能教育经费(比如教学设备等硬件的投入)与学生数量没有必然的关系，或者老师工资等其他的开支没有随着学生数量的下降而相应下降。

加强：学生减少和资源的消耗量是等比关系。




如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题号，然后思考该问题。

17 / 109 / 27 / 30 / 32 / 34 / 36 / 39 / 41 / 42 / 43 / 44 / 45 / 46 / 47 / 47 / 48 / 54 / 55 / 59 / 65 / 68 / 74 / 76 / 80 / 81 / 83 / 86 / 91 / 92 / 97 / 132 / 135 / 142


3. False dilemma (假两难)


认为某事物的原因要么是A，要么是B，如果不是A就必然是B。这个推理叫做假两难，问题在于它基于一个假设前提：这个事物的原因除了A和B以外不可能有其他的因素。但实际上还有可能其他因素也会导致这个事物。所以削弱的方法就是寻找其他同样能导致该事物的原因。在题库中，有如下几道题都涉及这类问题。

例1(83) The following is a letter to the editor of an environmental magazine.

"In 1975 a wildlife census found that there were seven species of amphibians in Xanadu National Park, with abundant numbers of each species. However, in 2002 only four species of amphibians were observed in the park, and the numbers of each species were drastically reduced. There has been a substantial decline in the numbers of amphibians worldwide, and global pollution of water and air is clearly implicated. The decline of amphibians in Xanadu National Park, however, almost certainly has a different cause: in 1975, trout—which are known to eat amphibian eggs—were introduced into the park."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument
 .

1975年一次野生动物调查发现，Xanadu国家公园有7种两栖动物，每种数量都很丰富。然而到了2002年，在公园中只观察到4种两栖动物，并且每种动物的数量都显著下降。全世界两栖动物数量都在大幅下降，这显然与全球水质和空气污染相关。但Xanadu国家公园两栖动物的减少几乎可以断定是另外一种不同的原因导致的：鲑鱼——我们知道其吞食两栖动物的卵——于1975年被放养到该公园。




前提：两栖动物减少的原因必然是水和空气质量下降或者鲑鱼引入。

削弱：还有可能是别的原因。比如其他天敌进入或者其他自然灾害或气候变化导致。

加强：有证据证明两栖动物减少的原因必然是空气质量下降或者鲑鱼引入。

例2(15) The following memorandum is from the business manager of Happy Pancake House restaurants.

"Recently, butter has been replaced by margarine in Happy Pancake House restaurants throughout the southwestern United States. This change, however, has had little impact on our customers. In fact, only about 2 percent of customers have complained, indicating that an average of 98 people out of 100 are happy with the change. Furthermore, many servers have reported that a number of customers who ask for butter do not complain when they are given margarine instead. Clearly, either these customers do not distinguish butter from margarine or they use the term 'butter' to refer to either butter or margarine."

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation (s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.


最近，Happy Pancake House在美国西南部餐厅用人造黄油代替了天然黄油。但是这种改变对顾客的影响非常小。
 实际上，只有大约2%的顾客曾经投诉，这说明98%的人对这种替换是乐于接受的。而且，很多服务生报告说一些点了天然黄油的顾客在得到人造黄油的时候并没有投诉。显然，这些顾客要么分不清天然黄油和人造黄油，要么是用“天然黄油”这个词来统指天然黄油或人造黄油。

前提：这些顾客分不清天然黄油和人造黄油，并用“天然黄油”这个词汇来指天然黄油或人造黄油，除了以上因素，顾客没有别的不投诉餐厅的理由。




削弱：有可能菜的份量变大了；有可能菜的价格变低了；有可能客户直接把该餐厅拉入黑名单。

加强：有证据证明菜量和价格没有变化，除了“分不清天然黄油和人造黄油，并用“天然黄油”这个词汇来指天然黄油或人造黄油”，这些顾客没有别的不投诉的理由。

例3(17) The following appeared in a memorandum from the manager of WWAC radio station.

"To reverse a decline in listener numbers, our owners have decided that WWAC must change from its current rock-music format. The decline has occurred despite population growth in our listening area, but that growth has resulted mainly from people moving here after their retirement. We must make listeners of these new residents. We could switch to a music format tailored to their tastes, but a continuing decline in local sales of recorded music suggests limited interest in music. Instead we should change to a news and talk format, a form of radio that is increasingly popular in our area."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


为了扭转听众人数锐减的局面，WWAC电台的老板们决定必须要改变目前的摇滚乐节目形式。
 尽管我们收听范围内的人口增加了——其原因是退休后移居本地的人增多，但听众数量依然在下降。我们必须把这些新居民转化为听众。我们可以转变音乐节目的风格来迎合他们，但最近本地音乐专辑销量的持续走低表明他们对音乐没什么兴趣。所以，我们应该向在本地区越来越受欢迎的新闻以及对话广播节目转变。

前提：除了新闻和对话广播节目以外没有别的节目可以吸引听众。

削弱：也许还有许多其他节目，比如曲艺节目、互动等节目。

加强：有证据表明除了新闻与音乐节目，该地区的人不喜欢任何节目。

例4(91) Three years ago, because of flooding at the Western Palean Wildlife Preserve, 100 lions and 100 western gazelles were moved to the East Palean Preserve, an area that is home to most of the same species that are found in the western preserve, though in larger numbers, and to the eastern gazelle, a close relative of the western gazelle. The only difference in climate is that the eastern preserve typically has slightly less rainfall. Unfortunately, after three years in the eastern preserve, the imported western gazelle population has been virtually eliminated. Since the slight reduction in rainfall cannot be the cause of the virtual elimination of western gazelle, their disappearance must have been caused by the larger number of predators in the eastern preserve.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument
 .

3年前，由于Palean西部野生动物保护区的洪水泛滥，100只狮子和100只西部瞪羚被转移到了Palean东部，这里是很多与西部保护区所发现的动物相同的物种的栖息地，而数量比西部更多一些，同时也是西部瞪羚的近亲——东部瞪羚的栖息地。气候上唯一的区别就是东部保护区通常降雨略少。不幸的是，3年后，东部保护区的外来西部瞪羚几乎绝迹。因为雨量的微小差别不可能是导致西部瞪羚灭绝的原因，那么，其灭绝原因一定是东部保护区内大量食肉动物的存在。




前提：西部瞪羚灭绝的原因只可能是雨量的微小差别或者东部保护区内大量食肉动物存在。

削弱：有可能其他许多可能性导致西部瞪羚灭绝。比如食物减少，比如不适应这里的地理和地质状况，比如他们无法形成种群关系等。

加强：有证据证明西部瞪羚灭绝的原因只有可能是雨量的微小差别或者东部保护区内大量食肉动物的存在。




第四节　范围类推理错误分析


1. 个体与群体


个体特征推广到群体和群体特征适应于每一个个体是GRE的argument常见的逻辑推理错误。很多时候这个推理不一定是合理的，个体推广到群体必须要求这个个体能代表该群体所有的特征，然而这个很难证实；群体特征也不一定能推广到每一个个体，很可能有特殊情况。下面这些题目都存在着个体特征推广到群体或群体特征适应于每一个个体的问题，通过这些题目的分析，我们来进一步了解这类逻辑问题。

例1(63) The following appeared in a letter to the editor of the Parkville Daily newspaper.

"Throughout the country last year, as more and more children below the age of nine participated in youth-league sports, over 40,000 of these young players suffered injuries. When interviewed for a recent study, youth-league soccer players in several major cities also reported psychological pressure exerted by coaches and parents to win games. Furthermore, education experts say that long practice sessions for these sports take away time that could be used for academic activities. Since the disadvantages outweigh any advantages, we in Parkville should discontinue organized athletic competition for children under nine."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and




去年在全国范围内，随着越来越多的9岁以下的儿童参加少年体育比赛，有超过40000的儿童选手受伤。在最近一次研究所做的采访中，很多大城市的少年足球选手报告说存在来自教练和家长要求赢得比赛的心理压力。而且，教育专家指出这些运动项目长时间的训练占据了本应用于学习的时间。由于不利因素超过了有利因素，我们Parkville应该停止组织9岁以下儿童的体育比赛。




前提：全国范围受伤的趋势必然适用于我们Parkville。

削弱：很有可能尽管全国范围内受伤人数多，但是我们Parkville的儿童从小就接受更多的安全教育，而且体育比赛的设施更加安全，并且教练更关注孩子的安全。

加强：有证据显示我们Parkville的教练、设施、儿童和全国都是一样的。

例2(113) The following is a recommendation from the personnel director to the president of Acme Publishing Company.

"Many other companies have recently stated that having their employees take the Easy Read Speed-Reading Course has greatly improved productivity. One graduate of the course was able to read a 500-page report in only two hours; another graduate rose from an assistant manager to vice president of the company in under a year. Obviously, the faster you can read, the more information you can absorb in a single workday. Moreover, Easy Read would cost Acme only $500 per employee—a small price to pay when you consider the benefits. Included in this fee is a three-week seminar in Spruce City and a lifelong subscription to the Easy Read newsletter. Clearly, to improve productivity, Acme should require all of our employees to take the Easy Read course."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the advice.

最近，很多其他公司指出他们的员工参加了Easy Read的速读课程之后生产效率显著提高。这个课程的一名毕业生能够在两个小时之内读完长达500页的报告，另一名毕业生在一年内从助理经理上升到了副总裁。显然，阅读速度越快，在一天之内能吸收的信息就越多。而且，Easy Read的学费只有每人500美元，当考虑到它给Acme公司带来的效益时这就是个小数目。这个费用包括参加在Spruce市举行的为期三周的研讨会和Easy Read新闻刊物的终生订阅。显然，为提高生产效率，Acme公司应要求所有员工参加Easy Read的课程。




前提：一名能够在两个小时之内读完长达500页报告的毕业生和在一年内从助理经理上升到副总裁的毕业生代表了所有参加Easy Read速读课程的学生的水平。

削弱：很有可能只有这名毕业生能够提高阅读速度，其他毕业生都没有显著的阅读提速；而也只有这名毕业生成为副总裁，其他都难以成为公司的高管。

加强：有证据证明一名能够在两个小时之内读完长达500页报告的毕业生和在一年内从助理经理上升到副总裁的毕业生代表了所有参加Easy Read的速读课程的学生的水平。

例3(7) The following is a recommendation from the Board of Directors of Monarch Books.

"We recommend that Monarch Books open a café in its store. Monarch, having been in business at the same location for more than twenty years, has a large customer base because it is known for its wide selection of books on all subjects. Clearly, opening the café would attract more customers. Space could be made for the café by discontinuing the children's book section, which will probably become less popular given that the most recent national census indicated a significant decline in the percentage of the population under age ten. Opening a café will allow Monarch to attract more customers and better compete with Regal Books, which recently opened its own café."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




我们建议Monarch书店在店内开设一家咖啡厅。Monarch书店已经在同一店址经营了20多年,因其广泛提供各类型图书而著名，并因此拥有庞大的消费者群体。显然，开设咖啡厅能吸引更多的顾客，咖啡厅的空间可以通过撤消儿童书籍的柜台获得，最近一次全国调查显示10岁以下的儿童在总人口中所占比例显著下降，因此儿童书很可能不像以前那么畅销。开设咖啡厅将会使Monarch吸引更多顾客，并能更好地与最近刚开设了咖啡厅的Regal书店展开竞争。




前提：一次全国性调查显示10岁以下儿童的比例显著下降，这能说明Monarch书店的儿童图书不受欢迎了。

削弱：全国10岁以下的儿童比例下降，但是很有可能Monarch书店所在区域的儿童数量增加；即便儿童数量减少，很有可能该地区加强教育的行为导致更多的儿童读书；或者Monarch书店的儿童读物的销量曾经非常理想。

加强：有数据能够证实Monarch书店所在区域的儿童数量真的显著减少，并且读书的数量也在减少。

例4(10) Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia. Using an observation-centered approach to studying Tertian culture, he concluded from his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire village rather than by their own biological parents. Recently another anthropologist, Dr. Karp, visited the group of islands that includes Tertia and used the interview-centered method to study child-rearing practices. In the interviews that Dr. Karp conducted with children living in this group of islands, the children spent much more time talking about their biological parents than about other adults in the village. Dr. Karp decided that Dr. Field's conclusion about Tertian village culture must be invalid. Some anthropologists recommend that to obtain accurate information on Tertian child-rearing practices, future research on the subject should be conducted via the interview-centered method.


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.







20年前，著名人类学家Field博士访问了Tertia岛，通过以观察为主的方式研究Tertia文化。他从观察中得出结论：Tertia岛的孩子是由整个村子抚养长大而不是他们的亲生父母。最近，另一位人类学家Karp博士访问了包括Tertia在内的一组岛屿，并使用以采访为主的方式研究儿童抚养方式。Karp博士与这些在岛屿上生活的孩子的对话显示，这些儿童谈到他们双亲的时间要远多于谈到村庄中其他成年人的时间。Karp博士认为Field博士关于Tertia村庄文化的结论肯定是错误的，一些人类学家建议为获得Tertia岛的儿童抚养方式的更精确信息，未来该课题研究应该采用采访为主的方法。




前提一：Karp博士最近所作的Tertia岛以及周边一些岛屿的儿童采访结果准确地显示了Tertia岛的儿童抚养传统。

削弱：很有可能Karp的调查对象中Tertia岛的儿童占了很小的比例，所以结果不能说明Tertia岛的儿童抚养传统。

加强：Karp博士的调查主要是对Tertia岛的儿童做的，其他岛屿儿童的数量几乎是可以忽略的。

前提二：与观察相比，采访为主的方法一定能更好地获取Tertia岛的有关儿童抚养方式更准确的信息。

削弱：在某些情况下，可能采访会令人尴尬或者无法描述，导致无法得出准确的结论，反而观察的方式更合适。

加强：提出研究的具体方面，并且能够对这些方面用观察和采访两种方式的优势和劣势进行平衡分析。如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题目，然后思考该问题。

113 / 135 / 142 / 152 / 170


2. 平均值分析的问题


平均值是一个群体概念，同样也不能适用于每一个个体，下面用具体的题目来分析这方面的问题。

例1(8) The following appeared in a memo from the director of student housing at Buckingham College.

"To serve the housing needs of our students, Buckingham College should build a number of new dormitories. Buckingham's enrollment is growing and, based on current trends, will double over the next 50 years, thus making existing dormitory space inadequate. Moreover, the average rent for an apartment in our town has risen in recent years. Consequently, students will find it increasingly difficult to afford off-campus housing. Finally, attractive new dormitories would make prospective students more likely to enroll at Buckingham."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.



为满足学生的住宿需求，Buckingham学院应该建造一批新的宿舍。
 Buckingham的报名人数正在增加，而且按照现有趋势，报名人数将会在未来50年中增加一倍，从而导致现有宿舍不能满足要求。而且，我们镇上公寓的平均租金在近几年间上涨了。因此，学生将会发现越来越难于负担校外住宿费用。最后，一幢引人注目的新宿舍将会使未来的学生更愿意报考Buckingham。

前提：镇上公寓的平均租金在近几年间上涨必然导致学生越来越难于负担校外住宿费用。

削弱：有可能全镇公寓的租金都在上涨，但是学校附近没有上涨；即便上涨，可能增长幅度也很低，或者涨价后租金依然便宜。

加强：比如有数据证明学校附近的租金在上涨；给出学生生活消费水平和成本的调查，并证明学生无法负担校外住宿费用。

例2(48) The following appeared in a magazine article about planning for retirement.




"Clearview should be a top choice for anyone seeking a place to retire, because it has spectacular natural beauty and a consistent climate. Another advantage is that housing costs in Clearview have fallen significantly during the past year, and taxes remain lower than those in neighboring towns. Moreover, Clearview's mayor promises many new programs to improve schools, streets, and public services. And best of all, retirees in Clearview can also expect excellent health care as they grow older, since the number of physicians in the area is far greater than the national average."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Clearview有着十分宜人的天然景色与温和的气候，它应该成为那些为退休后寻找生活地的人的首选。
 另一项好处是，Clearview的房价在去年显著下降，税率一直比邻近城市低。而且,Clearview的市长承诺了很多新方案来改善学校、街道和公共服务。最棒的是，Clearview的退休人员也可以在老年时享受到出色的医疗服务，因为该地区的医生数量远高于全国平均水平。

前提：医生数量高于全国平均水平代表医生数量真的很多。

削弱：很有可能平均值很低，即便高于平均值，医生数量依然不充足。

加强：有数据表明该地区医生的具体数字，并且和该地区的人口进行综合分析、比较证明医生数量是足够的。


3. 考虑不全面


考虑不全面是非常常见的一类argument的逻辑问题。常见的考虑不全面有如下两种情况：

• 第一，优缺点考虑不全。也就是永远只考虑到优点而忽略了缺点，或者只考虑缺点没有考虑优点，这样得出的结论是无效的。

例1(63) The following appeared in a letter to the editor of the Parkville Daily newspaper.

"Throughout the country last year, as more and more children below the age of nine participated in youth-league sports, over 40,000 of these young players suffered injuries. When interviewed for a recent study, youth-league soccer players in several major cities also reported psychological pressure exerted by coaches and parents to win games. Furthermore, education experts say that long practice sessions for these sports take away time that could be used for academic activities. Since the disadvantages outweigh any advantages, we in Parkville should discontinue organized athletic competition for children under nine."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

去年在全国范围内，随着越来越多9岁以下的儿童参加少年体育比赛，有超过40000的少年选手受伤。在最近一次研究所作的采访中，很多大城市的少年足球选手报告说存在来自教练和家长要求赢得比赛的心理压力。而且，教育专家指出这些运动项目长时间的训练占据了本应用于学习的时间。由于不利因素明显超过了有利因素，我们Parkville应该停止组织9岁以下儿童的体育比赛。




前提：只有不利因素，没有带来任何有利因素。

削弱：很有可能每一个不利因素同时都带来了有利因素。比如：虽然受伤，但都是小伤，在受伤的同时产生了坚强的意志；有可能虽然有心理压力，但是锻炼了他们承受压力的能力；虽然他们训练花了一定的时间，但是身体素质更好。这些有利因素可能都会超过不利因素。

加强：证明不利因素是没法带来有利因素的。

例2(65) When Stanley Park first opened, it was the largest, most heavily used public park in town. It is still the largest park, but it is no longer heavily used. Video cameras mounted in the park's parking lots last month revealed the park's drop in popularity: the recordings showed an average of only 50 cars per day. In contrast, tiny Carlton Park in the heart of the business district is visited by more than 150 people on a typical weekday. An obvious difference is that Carlton Park, unlike Stanley Park, provides ample seating. Thus, if Stanley Park is ever to be as popular with our citizens as Carlton Park, the town will obviously need to provide more benches, thereby converting some of the unused open areas into spaces suitable for socializing.





Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




当Stanley公园最初开放的时候，它是本市最大、使用频率最高的公园。现在它仍是最大的，但使用频率已经不再高了。上个月在公园停车场架设的摄像头发现公园的受欢迎度下降了：录像显示平均每天只有50辆车。与之相比，位于商业区中心地带的Carlton小公园在工作日每天游客超过150人。Carlton公园与Stanley公园很明显的一个差异就是前者提供充足的座椅。因此，如果Stanley公园想要和Carlton公园同样受市民欢迎的话，相关部门显然应该提供更多的长椅
 ，从而把一些未加利用的开阔区域转化成适于人们交往的空间。

前提：成本花在长椅上是不会带来更多弊端的。

削弱：很有可能在长椅上的投入导致公园对其他方面的投入更少，而许多其他方面，包括娱乐设施、绿地和景观维护等成本非常高，而且是人们来公园的重要因素。

加强：用具体数据说明运营成本以及公园整体运营的资金情况。

例3(71) The following is a letter to the editor of the Waymarsh Times.

"Traffic here in Waymarsh is becoming a problem. Although just three years ago a state traffic survey showed that the typical driving commuter took 20 minutes to get to work, the commute now takes closer to 40 minutes, according to the survey just completed. Members of the town council already have suggested more road building to address the problem, but as well as being expensive, the new construction will surely disrupt some of our residential neighborhoods. It would be better to follow the example of the nearby city of Garville. Last year Garville implemented a policy that rewards people who share rides to work, giving them coupons for free gas. Pollution levels in Garville have dropped since the policy was implemented, and people from Garville tell me that commuting times have fallen considerably. There is no reason why a policy like Garville's shouldn't work equally well in Waymarsh."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




Waymarsh的交通越来越成问题。尽管仅在3年前一项全州的交通调查显示开车上班族在路上需20分钟，而最近的调查显示现在几乎要40分钟。一些市委成员已经建议多修公路来解决这一问题，但这需要很多钱，同时工程也会给本地百姓带一些不便。效仿我们邻近的Garville市可能是更好的办法。去年，Garville实施了一项政策鼓励人们合伙搭车，并给他们免费的加油券作为奖励。政策实施后，Garville的污染减轻了，一些Garville的人们告诉我在路上的时间明显减少了。类似Garville的政策一定会在Waymarsh产生相同的效果
 。

前提：修路花钱和给老百姓带来不便，这些都不是好处。

削弱：很有可能虽然修路花钱，但是给民众带来了长远的利益是不可低估的；还有可能老百姓愿意修路,虽然会有暂时的麻烦，但是会带来长远的便利。

加强：有明确的调查结果证明老百姓的确认为修路给他们带来了不便，并且这种不便是不可接受的。另外，给出证据证明这种政府投资是没有必要的。

• 第二，利润考虑不全面。在GRE题干中，经常涉及获利，但是有一个问题是很关键的，就是很有可能成本太高抵消甚至超过了利润。

例1(59) The following appeared in a memo from the president of Bower Builders, a company that constructs new homes.




"A nationwide survey reveals that the two most-desired home features are a large family room and a large, well-appointed kitchen. A number of homes in our area built by our competitor Domus Construction have such features and have sold much faster and at significantly higher prices than the national average. To boost sales and profits, we should increase the size of the family rooms and kitchens in all the homes we build and should make state-of-the-art kitchens a standard feature. Moreover, our larger family rooms and kitchens can come at the expense of the dining room, since many of our recent buyers say they do not need a separate dining room for family meals."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




一项全国性调查发现，人们最想拥有的两项住宅特征就是大型家庭娱乐室和设备齐全的大型厨房。我们的竞争对手Domus Construction在本地区开发了一些具备这两种特征的新住宅，这些住宅的销售速度和售价显著高于全国平均水平。为增加我们的销售和利润，我们应该在我们所建的所有新住宅中拓宽家庭娱乐室和厨房的面积并把先进的厨房作为标准配置。
 而且，由于我们的新客户说他们不需要家庭用餐的独立餐厅，所以这些更大的家庭娱乐室和厨房可以通过牺牲餐厅来获得
 。

前提：新住宅中设置大型家庭娱乐室和大型厨房作为标准配置必然会提高利润。

削弱：很有可能具备大型家庭娱乐室和大型厨房的成本非常高，导致抵消后甚至超过了利润，所以并没有达到提高利润的目的。

加强：有证据显示房屋的售价、安装具备大型家庭活动室和大型厨房的费用，以及其他成本等数据。

例2(66) The following appeared in a memo from the owner of a chain of cheese stores located throughout the United States.

"For many years all the stores in our chain have stocked a wide variety of both domestic and imported cheeses. Last year, however, all of the five best-selling cheeses at our newest store were domestic cheddar cheeses from Wisconsin. Furthermore, a recent survey by Cheeses of the World magazine indicates an increasing preference for domestic cheeses among its subscribers. Since our company can reduce expenses by limiting inventory, the best way to improve profits in all of our stores is to discontinue stocking many of our varieties of imported cheese and concentrate primarily on domestic cheeses."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




很多年来，我们所有的连锁店都储备了很多种类的国产奶酪和进口奶酪。然而去年，我们最新的店里五种销量最高的奶酪都是威斯康星州出产的cheddar奶酪。而且，最近一次由Cheese of the World杂志所做的调查显示，其订阅者对于国产奶酪的青睐程度越来越高。既然我们公司可以通过限制库存来减少开支，那么，在我们所有连锁店增加盈利的最好方式就是停止储备很多进口奶酪而集中储备国产奶酪。



前提一：销量最高的奶酪一定是利润最高的奶酪。




削弱：很有可能销量最高的国产奶酪的售价不高或者进货成本有点高，这会导致国产奶酪的利润反而不如进口奶酪。

加强：有具体数据显示国产奶酪和进口奶酪的价格、成本。

前提二：除了储存以外，其他成本都是可以忽略的。

削弱：很有可能储存只是一个很小比例的成本，即便减少了，整体的成本依然很高，没有达到减少成本的目的。




加强：用具体数据显示所有的成本以及储存成本的关系，显示出储存占据了很大的比例。

例3(75) The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a Batavia newspaper.

"The department of agriculture in Batavia reports that the number of dairy farms throughout the country is now 25 percent greater than it was 10 years ago. During this same time period, however, the price of milk at the local Excello Food Market has increased from $1.50 to over $3.00 per gallon. To prevent farmers from continuing to receive excessive profits on an apparently increased supply of milk, the Batavia government should begin to regulate retail milk prices. Such regulation is necessary to ensure fair prices for consumers."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

Batavia的农业部门报告说全国奶牛农庄的数量比10年前增加了25%。然而就在同一时期，当地 Excello Food Market牛奶的价格从每加仑$1.5上涨到了$3.0。为防止农场主在牛奶供应量明显增加的情况下获取过多的利润，Batavia的政府应开始控制牛奶的零售价。这种控制对于为消费者保证公平的价格是有必要的
 。

前提：牛奶价格的增加代表利润的增加。

削弱：很有可能虽然牛奶的价格在增加，但是现在养奶牛的成本提高了，草料成本提高了，工人的工资更高了。

加强：有具体数据表明牛奶的价格和成本。

如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题号，然后思考该问题。

7 / 9 / 14 / 15 / 32 / 35 / 38 / 39 / 45 / 53 / 59 / 63 / 65 / 66 / 71 / 74 / 75 / 81 / 97 / 113 / 157 / 160


4. 偷换概念


偷换概念是非常常见的，也就是假设事物A等价为事物B，但是很多情况下A和B的本质是不同的，削弱的方法往往是找到A和B之间的区别，或者证明完成A不一定就是保证了B。下面通过例子来进一步了解偷换概念的分析方法。

例1(1) Woven baskets characterized by a particular distinctive pattern have previously been found only in the immediate vicinity of the prehistoric village of Palea and therefore were believed to have been made only by the Palean people. Recently, however, archaeologists discovered such a "Palean" basket in Lithos, an ancient village across the Brim River from Palea. The Brim River is very deep and broad, and so the ancient Paleans could have crossed it only by boat, and no Palean boats have been found. Thus it follows that the so-called Palean baskets were not uniquely Palean.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


一种具有独特花纹的编织篮子以前只在史前村庄Palea的邻近地区发现过，因而被认为只可能是Palea居民编制的。然而最近，考古学家在一个与Palea隔着一条叫做Brim河的村庄Lithos发现了一个这样的Palea篮子。Brim河很深、很宽，所以古代Palea人只能坐船穿过它，但没有发现过Palea人的船只。因此，这表明这种所谓的Palea篮子并不是Palea人所独有的。




前提：没有证据表明Palea人拥有船只，这反证了Palea人真的没有船只。

削弱：很有可能那个时候的船只由于比较容易腐蚀，所以今天消失了；那个时候人们没有记录工具，所以没记录下来。




加强：最好能找到一个新的记录，能证实的确没有船只。

例2(9) Nature's Way, a chain of stores selling health food and other health-related products, is opening its next franchise in the town of Plainsville. The store should prove to be very successful: Nature's Way franchises tend to be most profitable in areas where residents lead healthy lives, and clearly Plainsville is such an area. Plainsville merchants report that sales of running shoes and exercise clothing are at all-time highs. The local health club has more members than ever, and the weight training and aerobics classes are always full. Finally, Plainsville's schoolchildren represent a new generation of potential customers: these schoolchildren are required to participate in a fitness-for-life program, which emphasizes the benefits of regular exercise at an early age.


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


Nature's Way是一家专卖保健食品及其他相关产品的连锁店，正准备在Plainsville开设一家新店
 。这家店一定会很成功：Nature's Way连锁店在那些居民对健康生活高度关注的地区是盈利最多的，Plainsville显然就是这样的地方。Plainsville的商家报告说运动鞋和运动衣的销售处于历史高点。当地一家康体俱乐部现在的会员比以往任何时候都多，减肥训练和有氧运动班总是满员。最后，Plainsville的在校学生将会是新的潜在客户群：这些学生被要求参加一个叫做“健康生活”的项目，它强调从小开始定期锻炼的好处。

前提一：运动鞋和运动衣的销售处于历史高点，这意味着该地区居民对健康生活高度关注。

削弱：Plainsville是体育用品批发集中的地区；这个地区在该次调查的时候正处于运动会期间。

加强：有证据表明该地区的居民买体育用品真的是因为他们喜欢运动。

前提二：当地一家康体俱乐部现在的会员比以往任何时候都多，减肥训练和有氧运动班总是满员，这些都意味着有更多人关注健康。

削弱：以前俱乐部会员和减肥训练班人太少了，即使现在增加一些也不是非常多；还有可能是该地区的俱乐部太少了，减肥训练和有氧运动班也很匮乏。

加强：有证据表明，与其他地区比，俱乐部和有氧运动班的数量有更大的优势。

例3(10) Twenty years ago, Dr. Field, a noted anthropologist, visited the island of Tertia. Using an observation-centered approach to studying Tertian culture, he concluded from his observations that children in Tertia were reared by an entire village rather than by their own biological parents. Recently another anthropologist, Dr. Karp, visited the group of islands that includes Tertia and used the interview-centered method to study child-rearing practices. In the interviews that Dr. Karp conducted with children living in this group of islands, the children spent much more time talking about their biological parents than about other adults in the village. Dr. Karp decided that Dr. Field's conclusion about Tertian village culture must be invalid. Some anthropologists recommend that to obtain accurate information on Tertian child-rearing practices, future research on the subject should be conducted via the interview-centered method.


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.


20年前，著名人类学家Field博士访问了Tertia岛，通过以观察为主的方式研究Tertia文化。他从观察中得出结论：Tertia岛的孩子是由整个村子抚养长大而不是他们的亲生父母。最近，另一位人类学家Karp博士访问了包括Tertia在内的一组岛屿，并使用以采访为主的方式研究儿童抚养方式。Karp博士与这些在岛屿上生活的孩子的对话显示，这些儿童谈到他们双亲的时间要远多于谈到村庄中其他成年人的时间。Karp博士认为Field博士关于Tertia乡村文化的结论肯定是错误的，一些人类学家建议为获得Tertia岛的儿童抚养方式的精确信息，未来该课题应该采用采访为主的方法。







前提：儿童谈到他们双亲的时间远多于谈到村庄里其他成年人的时间，这意味着孩子是双亲养大的。

削弱：正是因为很少见到双亲，所以更多谈论双亲；也许是为了防止别人对自己不是父母养大的这一事实产生歧视，所以故意多提到双亲。

加强：通过谈话的具体内容判断出孩子是双亲养大的。

例4(85) In a study of the reading habits of Waymarsh citizens conducted by the University of Waymarsh, most respondents said that they preferred literary classics as reading material. However, a second study conducted by the same researchers found that the type of book most frequently checked out of each of the public libraries in Waymarsh was the mystery novel. Therefore, it can be concluded that the respondents in the first study had misrepresented their reading habits.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


在一次由Waymarsh大学所做的关于Waymarsh居民阅读习惯的调查中，多数受访者说他们倾向于阅读古典文学。然而，由相同的研究人员随后进行的调查发现，Waymarsh所有公共图书馆中最经常被借阅的书是悬疑小说。因此，我们可以得出结论，第一次调查的受访者错误地表达了他们的阅读习惯。




前提：Waymarsh所有公共图书馆中最经常被借阅的书是悬疑小说，这证明该地居民不喜欢读古典文学。

削弱：很有可能他们不在公共图书馆借古典文学，而是去大学图书馆或者其他地方借阅；还有可能他们都是自己买古典文学书阅读，而在图书馆读悬疑小说。

加强：有证据证明该市居民所有阅读书籍都是从公共图书馆借的。

如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题号，然后思考该问题。

1 / 2 / 6 / 8 / 9 / 10 / 13 / 17 / 18 / 25 / 32 / 34 / 36 / 37 / 39 / 40 / 41 / 43 / 44 / 46 / 48 / 50 / 53 / 54 / 55 / 60 / 62 / 63 / 64 / 65 / 66 / 68 / 69 / 73 / 75 / 79 / 83 / 85 / 91 / 92 / 101 / 113 / 132 / 135 / 142 / 152 / 168 / 170


5. 承诺类


有时候有一种特殊的偷换概念，就是把承诺或者声称当作是证据，很有可能这个承诺是无法实现的，或者有可能失败的。下面的例子可以很好地体现这一点。

例1(48) The following appeared in a magazine article about planning for retirement.

"Clearview should be a top choice for anyone seeking a place to retire, because it has spectacular natural beauty and a consistent climate. Another advantage is that housing costs in Clearview have fallen significantly during the past year, and taxes remain lower than those in neighboring towns. Moreover, Clearview's mayor promises many new programs to improve schools, streets, and public services. And best of all, retirees in Clearview can also expect excellent health care as they grow older, since the number of physicians in the area is far greater than the national average."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

由于Clearview有着十分宜人的天然景色和温和的气候，它应该成为那些为退休后寻找生活地的人的首选
 。另一项好处是，Clearview的房价在去年显著下降，税率一直比邻近城市低。而且,Clearview的市长承诺了很多新方案来改善学校、街道和公共服务。最棒的是，Clearview的退休人员也可以在老年时享受到出色的医疗服务，因为该地区的医生数量远高于全国平均水平。




前提：Clearview的市长能履行其承诺，并且成为老年人选择在Clearview养老的重要原因。

削弱：很有可能市长没有履行自己的承诺；即便履行了自己的承诺，可能由于能力或者经济原因导致市长没有成功地做到改善学校、街道和公共服务。还有可能改善学校跟老年人没有任何关系，公共服务也不一定与老年人相关。

加强：有证据证明市长能履行并能成功执行自己的承诺，并且公共服务和老年人的生活是相关的。

例2(61) The following appeared in an article in the Grandview Beacon.

"For many years the city of Grandview has provided annual funding for the Grandview Symphony. Last year, however, private contributions to the symphony increased by 200 percent and attendance at the symphony's concerts-in-the-park series doubled. The symphony has also announced an increase in ticket prices for next year. Given such developments, some city commissioners argue that the symphony can now be fully self-supporting, and they recommend that funding for the symphony be eliminated from next year's budget."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

很多年来，Grandview市都按年度资助Grandview的交响乐团。但是去年，私人对乐团的资助增加了200%, 同时参加乐团公园音乐会的人数翻了一番。乐团还宣布明年的票价将会提高。鉴于这些变化，一些市委成员辩称乐团现在完全可以独立维持生存，并建议取消明年对该乐团的资助。




前提：乐团宣布明年的票价将会提高，这必然会导致票价提高。

削弱：很有可能下一年票价没有提高，反而是观众的不满意或者乐团为防止潜在客户流失导致没有涨价。

加强：有证据显示乐团明年必然涨价，而且涨价之后人数不会减少。

第五节　充分必要问题

在Issue分析中我们已经讨论过充分必要的问题了，在这里理解起来就会比较容易。题目里面常常有这样的两种推理过程：

• 第一种情况：A必然能够导致B，这里需要分析A不必然导致B，很有可能由于其他的某些原因使得A没有导致B。而这样的削弱点就在于找到其他的这些原因。

例1(1) Woven baskets characterized by a particular distinctive pattern have previously been found only in the immediate vicinity of the prehistoric village of Palea and therefore were believed to have been made only by the Palean people. Recently, however, archaeologists discovered such a "Palean" basket in Lithos, an ancient village across the Brim River from Palea. The Brim River is very deep and broad, and so the ancient Paleans could have crossed it only by boat, and no Palean boats have been found. Thus it follows that the so-called Palean baskets were not uniquely Palean.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




一种具有独特花纹的编织篮子以前只在史前村庄Palea的邻近地区发现过，因而被认为只可能是Palea居民编制的。然而最近，考古学家在一个与Palea隔着一条叫做Brim河的村庄Lithos发现了一个这样的Palea篮子。Brim河很深、很宽，所以古代Palea人只能坐船穿过它，但没有发现过Palea人的船只。因此，这表明这种所谓的Palea篮子并不是Palea人所独有的。




前提：Brim河很深、很宽，这导致古代Palea人只能坐船穿过它，而没有其他任何方法。




削弱：许多其他方法也能导致古代Palea人过河把篮子带到村庄Lithos。比如用筏子；古代Palea人非常擅长游泳。

加强：古生物学家研究出古代Palea人的身体不适合游泳；有新的证据显示古代Palea人没有别的方法过河。

例2(3) The following appeared as a letter to the editor from a Central Plaza store owner.

"Over the past two years, the number of shoppers in Central Plaza has been steadily decreasing while the popularity of skateboarding has increased dramatically. Many Central Plaza store owners believe that the decrease in their business is due to the number of skateboard users in the plaza. There has also been a dramatic increase in the amount of litter and vandalism throughout the plaza. Thus, we recommend that the city prohibit skateboarding in Central Plaza. If skateboarding is prohibited here, we predict that business in Central Plaza will return to its previously high levels."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




在过去两年中，到中央广场购物的人数逐渐减少，而玩滑板的人数显著增加。很多中央广场的商户相信他们生意的减少归因于在广场玩滑板的人数的增多。整个广场乱丢废弃物和破坏公物的现象也显著增加。因此，我们建议本市禁止在中央广场玩滑板。我们预计，如果这里禁止玩滑板,中央广场的贸易额将会恢复到以往的水平。

前提：禁止玩滑板必然会导致中央广场的商业回到曾经的高水平。

削弱：即便没有了滑板，中央广场的商业依然委靡不振。因为这些滑板爱好者很有可能是曾经的主要消费者；很有可能其他原因导致人们不愿意去该购物中心。

加强：证据表明因为这些玩滑板的人很少到这家购物广场购物，并且人们不去购物仅仅只是因为有玩滑板的人。

例3(18) The following is a memorandum from the business manager of a television station.

"Over the past year, our late-night news program has devoted increased time to national news and less time to weather and local news. During this period, most of the complaints received from viewers were concerned with our station's coverage of weather and local news. In addition, local businesses that used to advertise during our late-night news program have canceled their advertising contracts with us. Therefore, in order to attract more viewers to our news programs and to avoid losing any further advertising revenues, we should expand our coverage of weather and local news on all our news programs."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted
 .

在过去的一年里，我们的深夜新闻节目投入了更多的时间播放全国新闻，而用较少的时间播放天气预报和地方新闻。在同一时期，我们从观众那里获得的投诉大部分是关于电视台对于天气和地方新闻的数量的。而且，若干曾经在我们深夜新闻节目播放广告的地方企业刚刚取消了和我们的广告契约。因此，为吸引更多的电视观众观看我们的新闻节目并避免失去未来的广告收入,我们应该在所有的新闻节目中增加天气和地方新闻的播报
 。

前提：我们在所有的新闻节目中增加天气和地方新闻的播报必然会吸引更多的观众。

削弱：很有可能观众对其他方面也不满意，只是没有投诉，比如节目没有意思，时间安排不合适，广告过多等，所以即便增加天气和地方新闻的播报也同样不会有更多的观众。

加强：有全方位的调查问卷结果显示出观众对其他方面都满意，唯一不满的就是缺乏天气和地方新闻。




• 第二种情况：认为只有A才能获得B，或必须做了A才能得到B。这里的前提是除了A没有其他的方式能够得到B。削弱的方式是，分析除了A还有什么其他的可能性也同样能够导致B
 。

例1(12) Fifteen years ago, Omega University implemented a new procedure that encouraged students to evaluate the teaching effectiveness of all their professors. Since that time, Omega professors have begun to assign higher grades in their classes, and overall student grade averages at Omega have risen by 30 percent. Potential employers, looking at this dramatic rise in grades, believe that grades at Omega are inflated and do not accurately reflect student achievement; as a result, Omega graduates have not been as successful at getting jobs as have graduates from nearby Alpha University. To enable its graduates to secure better jobs, Omega University should terminate student evaluation of professors.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




15年前，Omega大学实施了一项新措施，鼓励学生对所有教授的教学效果进行评价。从那以后,Omega的教授开始给予学生更高的分数，而Omega学生的总平均成绩上升了30%。未来的雇主看到分数的显著上升，显然认为Omega的分数贬值了，且无法准确反映学生的真实能力。因此,Omega的毕业生找工作时没有邻近的Alpha大学毕业生成功。为使毕业生找到好工作，Omega应停止学生对教授的评价。




前提：除了停止学生对教授的评价以外没有别的方法可以提高就业率。

削弱：还有很多其他的方法，比如提高实际动手能力，给他们更多的机会去企业中实习，让他们多与人沟通和交流。

加强：现在公司不太关注学生其他方面的能力，而是更关注分数和分数的整体效度。

例2(47) The following appeared in a memorandum from the owner of Movies Galore, a chain of movie-rental stores.

"Because of declining profits, we must reduce operating expenses at Movies Galore's ten movie-rental stores. Raising prices is not a good option, since we are famous for our low prices. Instead, we should reduce our operating hours. Last month our store in downtown Marston reduced its hours by closing at 6:00 p.m. rather than 9:00 p.m. and reduced its overall inventory by no longer stocking any DVD released more than five years ago. Since we have received very few customer complaints about these new policies, we should now adopt them at all other Movies Galore stores as our best strategies for improving profits."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


由于利润下降，我们必须压缩Movies Galore10家录像租赁店的营业开支。涨价并不是一个好选择，因为我们就是因低价而知名的。相应地，我们应该缩短营业时间。上个月我们位于闹市区Marston的店结业时间从以前的晚9点改为下午6点，并通过不再保留发行5年以上的DVD来减少总库存量。我们收到的客户关于这些新政策的投诉很少，因此，我们应该在Movies Galore的所有商店实施这些政策作为增加利润的最佳策略。




前提：除了在公司的商店实施这些政策以外，没有其他的方法可以增加利润了。

削弱：许多其他方式也可以增加利润，比如加强管理和运营效率，采取互联网管理；比如减少员工的数量；比如增加自助的比例。

加强：有证据证明除了公司的商店实施这些政策以外没有其他的方法可以增加利润了。

例3 The following appeared in a memo from the owner of a chain of cheese stores located throughout the United States.

"For many years all the stores in our chain have stocked a wide variety of both domestic and imported cheeses. Last year, however, all of the five best-selling cheeses at our newest store were domestic cheddar cheeses from Wisconsin. Furthermore, a recent survey by Cheeses of the World magazine indicates an increasing preference for domestic cheeses among its subscribers. Since our company can reduce expenses by limiting inventory, the best way to improve profits in all of our stores is to discontinue stocking many of our varieties of imported cheese and concentrate primarily on domestic cheeses."




Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

很多年来，我们所有的连锁店都储备了很多种类的国产奶酪和进口奶酪。然而去年，我们最新的店里五种销量最高的奶酪都是威斯康星州出产的cheddar奶酪。而且，最近一次由Cheese of the World杂志所做的调查显示，其订阅者对于国产奶酪的青睐程度越来越高。由于我们公司可以通过限制库存来减少开支，那么，在我们所有连锁店增加盈利的最好方式就是停止储备很多进口奶酪而集中储备国产奶酪。

前提：除了停止储备很多进口奶酪而集中储存国产奶酪以外，没有更好的方式可以提高利润。

削弱：很有可能还有许多其他方式提高利润。比如促销增加销量，比如加大管理力度，增加自助来减少工作人员等。

加强：有证据显示除了停止储备很多进口奶酪而集中储备国产奶酪以外，没有更好的方式可以提高利润。

如果还要进一步练习该方法，可以参考下面的题号，在题库中找到相应的题号，然后思考该问题。

1 / 3 / 5 / 7 / 8 / 9 / 12 / 17 / 18 / 19 / 27 / 32 / 33 / 34 / 41 / 42 / 44 / 45 / 46 / 47 / 48 / 56 / 62 / 64 / 66 / 68 / 78 / 79 / 80 / 97 / 101 / 132 / 135 / 157 / 160 / 168










第十五章　学习如何分析Argument范文

第一节　Analyze an Argument流程总结

与Issue相比，GRE的argument写作流程相对比较简单，可以按照下面的方式进行：


[image: 023.png]





上面的图示实际上和第十三章的原理是一样的，这里简单解释一下。首先要认真读懂题目，这个非常重要，必须理清argument的逻辑关系，能够辨别出来什么是结论、什么是观点，采用了串联还是并联的逻辑结构等。然后寻找每一个论据到论点的过程，这个过程需要什么前提条件。对前提条件进行削弱和加强，而重要的是削弱，一定要用因果分析和推理的细节进行削弱。分析结束，把这些内容写成主体段落。然后在主体段落前面加上开头段，在后面加上结尾段。最后同样留一到两分钟时间检查一下基本的语言问题。

第二节　Analyze an Argument范文分析方法

阅读GRE的argument范文，可以按照上面的方法来进行。还是与阅读Issue范文一样，把自己由一个阅读者转换为一个写作者。一般而言，argument首先要看开头段如何找到结论和证据；中间段落如何找到问题，并且给出具体削弱和加强的理由，当然有时候让argument变得更好的加强句型会在每一个主体段落之后，当然也有时候在文章的结尾段落。然后可以去仔细阅读常用的表达前提、削弱和加强的句型以及开头段和结尾段的具体表达。(这些常见的表达在第十三章都总结过)。

下面通过具体的文章例子来分析论证的细节方法，以及理解范文是如何满足前面分析的argument的常见问题以及论证方法的(注意：下面例子的加强都放在了文章的结尾段落)。标准下划线的部分为结论。

例1 (42)The following is a letter to the head of the tourism bureau on the island of Tria.




"Erosion of beach sand along the shores of Tria Island is a serious threat to our island and our tourist industry. In order to stop the erosion, we should charge people for using the beaches. Although this solution may annoy a few tourists in the short term, it will raise money for replenishing the sand. Replenishing the sand, as was done to protect buildings on the nearby island of Batia, will help protect buildings along our shores, thereby reducing these buildings'risk of additional damage from severe storms. And since beaches and buildings in the area will be preserved, Tria's tourist industry will improve over the long term."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


Tria岛海岸沙滩的侵蚀对于我们岛和我们的旅游业是个严重的威胁。为阻止侵蚀，我们应该对使用海滩的人收费。尽管这一解决方案会在短期内触怒少量游客，但它将会增加海滩补充沙子所需的资金。像邻近的Batia岛一样通过补充沙子来保护Batia岛岸边的建筑一样，我们这样做也将会有助于对我们沿岸建筑的保护，从而减少这些建筑在大风暴中受损的危险。由于该地区沙滩和建筑将会受到保护，所以Tria岛地区的旅游业将会得到长足发展。

(1) This letter's author recommends charging fees for public access to Tria's beaches as an effective means of raising funds for the purpose of saving Tria' s tourist industry. The author reasons that beach-access fees would reduce the number of beachgoers while providing revenue for replenishing beach sand needed to protect nearby buildings, thereby enhancing the area's attractiveness to tourists. (2) To support this argument the author points out that beach sand was replenished on the nearby island of Batia, thereby reducing the risk of storm damage to buildings there. (3) I find the argument unconconvining for several reasons.

(4) First of all, the author makes certain dubious assumptions about the impact of beach access fees. (5) On the one hand, the author ignores the possibility that charging fees might deter so many tourists that Tria would be worse off overall. (6) On the other hand, perhaps the vast majority of Tria's tourists and residents alike would happily pay for beach access, in which case Tria's beaches would continue to be no less crowded than they are now. Under either scenario, adopting the author's proposal might harm, rather than benefit, Tria's tourist industry in the long run.

(7) Secondly, the mere fact that on nearby Batia replenishing beach sand has served to protect shoreline buildings is scant evidence that Tria would achieve its goals by following Batia's example. (8) Perhaps the same course of action would be ineffective on Tria due to geological differences between the two islands. (9) Or perhaps Batia is in a far better position than Tria financially to replenish its sand on a continual basis. In short, lacking evidence that

(1) 作者总结了argument的结论。

(2)句子略写是为了证明作者的证据(很多时候可以忽略)。

(3)提出自己的立场：证据无法证明观点。

(4)第一个问题的前提。

(5)第一个其他可能性削弱。

(6)第二个其他可能性削弱。

(7)第二个问题。

(8) 第二个逻辑问题的细节削弱。

conditions on the two islands are relevantly similar, the author cannot convince me on the basis of Batia's experience that the proposed course of action would be effective in attaining Tria's goals.




(10) Thirdly, even if replenishing Tria's beach sand is financially feasible and would protect nearby buildings, the author provides no evidence that Tria's tourist industry would be saved thereby. (11) Perhaps Tria's tourist appeal has little to do with the beach and nearby buildings; for that matter, perhaps Tria's tourist appeal would be greater with fewer buildings along the coast. Since the author provides no firm evidence that replenishing sand and protecting nearby buildings would be more beneficial to Tria's tourist industry than allowing nature to take its course, I do not find the author's argument the least bit compelling.

(12) In sum, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. (13) To strengthen it the author must show that charging beach-access fees would reduce the number of beachgoers, but not to the extent of undermining the goal of raising sufficient

funds to maintain an attractive coastal area. The author must also provide better evidence that replenishing sand would indeed protect nearby buildings, and that the net result would be the enhancement of Tria's tourist industry.

(10)第三个问题。

(11)对该问题的削弱。

(12)总结句。

(13)如何改进让argument变得更合理。

例2 Fifteen years ago, Omega University implemented a new procedure that encouraged students to evaluate the teaching effectiveness of all their professors. Since that time, Omega professors have begun to assign higher grades in their classes, and overall student grade averages at Omega have risen by 30 percent. Potential employers, looking at this dramatic rise in grades, believe that grades at Omega are inflated and do not accurately reflect student achievement; as a result, Omega graduates have not been as successful at getting jobs as have graduates from nearby Alpha University. To enable its graduates to secure better jobs, Omega University should terminate student evaluation of professors.

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

15年前，Omega大学实施了一项新措施，鼓励学生对所有教授的教学效果进行评价。从那以后,Omega的教授开始给予学生更高的分数，而Omega学生的总平均成绩上升了30%。未来的雇主看到分数的显著上升，显然认为Omega的分数贬值了，且无法反映学生的真实能力。因此,Omega的毕业生找工作时没有邻近的Alpha大学毕业生成功。为使毕业生找到好工作，Omega应立即停止学生对教授的评价。

(1) In this memo Omega University's dean points out that Omega graduates are less successful in getting jobs than Alpha University graduates, despite the fact that (2) during the past 15 years the overall grade average of Omega students has risen by 30%. (3) The dean also points out that during the past 15 years Omega has encouraged its students, by way of a particular procedure, to evaluate the effectiveness of their professors. (4)The dean reasons that this procedure explains the grade-average increase, which in turn has created a perception among employers that Omega graduates are less qualified for jobs. (5) On the basis of this line of reasoning the dean concludes that to enable Omega graduates to find better jobs Omega must terminate its professor-evaluation procedure. This argument contains several logical flaws, which render it unconvincing.

(6) A threshold problem with the argument involves the voluntary nature of the evaluation procedure. (7) The dean provides no evidence about the number or percentage of Omega students who participate in the procedure. Lacking such evidence it is entirely possible that those numbers are insignificant, in which case terminating the procedure is unlikely to have any effect on the grade average of Omega students or their success in getting jobs after graduation.




(8) The argument also assumes unfairly that the grade-average increase is the result of the evaluation procedure—rather than some other phenomenon. (9) The dean ignores a host of other possible explanations for the increase—such as a trend at Omega toward higher admission standards, or higher quality instruction or facilities. Without ruling out all other possible explanations for the grade-average increase, the dean cannot convince me that by terminating the evaluation procedure Omega would curb its perceived grade inflation let alone help its graduates get jobs.

(10) Even if the evaluation procedure has resulted in grade inflation at Omega, the dean's claim that grade inflation explains why Omega graduates are less successful than Alpha graduates in getting jobs is unjustified. (11) The dean overlooks a myriad of other possible reasons for Omega's comparatively poor job-placement record. (12) Perhaps Omega's career services are inadequate; (13) or perhaps Omega's curriculum does not prepare students for the job market as effectively as Alpha's. In short, without accounting for other factors that might contribute to Omega graduates'comparative lack of success in getting jobs, the dean cannot justify the claim that if Omega curbs its grade inflation employers will be more likely to hire Omega graduates.

(14) Finally, even if the dean can substantiate all of the foregoing assumptions, the dean's assertion that Omega must terminate its evaluation procedure to enable its graduates to find better jobs is still unwarranted, in two respects.

(1)提出argument的结论。

(2) 该argument的第一个证据。

(3) 该argument的第二个证据。

(4) 该argument的第三个证据。

(5)表明作者观点：所有的证据都无法证明结论。

(6)提出第一个逻辑问题。

(7)具体削弱的细节分析。

(8)第二个逻辑问题，指明前提。

(9)用其他可能性分析来削弱前提。

(10)第三个逻辑问题。

(11)第一个削弱理由。

(12)第二个削弱理由。

(13)第三个削弱理由。

(14)最后一个逻辑问题。

(15) First, the dean ignores other possible ways by which Omega can increase its job-placement record—for example, by improving its public relations or career-counseling services. (16) Second, the dean unfairly equates "more" jobs with "better" jobs. In other words, even if more Omega graduates are able to find jobs as a result of the dean's recommended course of action, the kinds of jobs Omega graduates find would not necessarily be better ones.

(17) In sum, the dean's argument is unpersuasive as it stands. (18) To strengthen it the dean must provide better evidence that the increase in grade average is attributable to Omega's professor-evaluation procedure, and that the end result is a perception on the part of employers that Omega graduates are less qualified for jobs than Alpha graduates. To better assess the argument I would need to analyze 15-year trends in (l) the percentage of Omega students participating in the evaluation procedure, (2) Omega's admission standards and quality of education, and (3) Omega's emphasis on job training and career preparation. I would also need to know what other means are available to Omega for enabling its graduates to find better jobs.




(15)第一个方面的削弱。

(16)第二个方面的削弱。

(17)总结句。

(18)如何改写能让argument变得更有说服力，通过三个具 体的方面分析加强。










第十六章　 十篇优秀范文精通Argument


1.(75)
 The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a Batavia newspaper.

"The department of agriculture in Batavia reports that the number of dairy farms throughout the country is now 25 percent greater than it was 10 years ago. During this same time period, however, the price of milk at the local Excello Food Market has increased from $1.50 to over $3.00 per gallon. To prevent farmers from continuing to receive excessive profits on an apparently increased supply of milk, the Batavia government should begin to regulate retail milk prices. Such regulation is necessary to ensure fair prices for consumers."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




This editorial recommends that Batavia's government regulate milk prices because profits from milk sales are excessive given the apparently adequate supply. The editorial also claims that price regulation would help ensure an adequate supply of milk. To support these assertions the author cites the fact that over the past ten years the number of dairy farms in Batavia has increased by 25% while at Excello Food Market milk prices have increased by 100%. However, the argument relies on a series of unsubstantiated assumptions, which render it unconvincing as it stands.

First of all, the author assumes that Excello's milk prices reflect those throughout Batavia. However, the author provides no evidence that this is the case. To the extent that Excello's milk prices currently exceed nationwide averages the author's argument for government regulation of milk prices would be undermined.

In the second place, even if Excello's milk prices reflect those in Batavia generally, in claiming that milk prices are particularly "excessive" the author assumes that milk-sale profits exceed profits from the sale of other goods in Batavia to a significant degree. But the author provides no evidence to substantiate this assumption. Perhaps other prices have risen commensurably, or perhaps even more on a percentage basis, during the same time period. Moreover, perhaps profit margins from the sale of other goods are even greater than profits from milk sales. In either event the author could not justifiably rely on the mere fact that milk prices have increased by 100% to support the claim that milk sale profits are excessive.

In the third place, the author assumes that an increase in milk prices results in increased profits. However, this is not necessarily the case. It is entirely possible that the costs associated with producing and delivering milk have increased as well over the last ten years. Thus the strength of the author's claim of excessive milk-sale profits depends on a cost-benefit analysis that the author does not provide.

In the fourth place, based on the fact that the number of dairy farms has increased the author infers that the supply of milk has also increased. However, this is not necessarily the case. It is possible that dairy farm production has shifted away from milk to other dairy products, and that the supply of milk has actually declined over this time period. To the extent that this is the case, then the author's supply-and-demand argument that milk prices are excessive is unconvincing.

Finally, in asserting that price regulation would help ensure an adequate supply of milk the author overlooks the possibility that milk producers would respond to the regulation by producing less milk, depending on the extent to which demand increases as a result of lower milk prices. If regulation has the effect of lowering profits, then common sense tells me that milk producers might be less inclined to produce milk. Without ruling out this possible scenario, the author cannot convince me that the recommendation would help ensure an adequate supply of milk.




In conclusion, the recommendation for regulation of milk prices is not well supported. To convince me that the proposed regulation is needed to ensure a reasonably priced milk supply, the author must provide clear statistical evidence that Excello's milk prices reflect nationwide milk prices and that profits from milk sales are in fact excessive. To better evaluate the recommendation, I would need more information about how the proposed regulation would effect both the supply of milk and the demand for milk in Batavia.


2.(13)
 In an attempt to improve highway safety, Prunty County last year lowered its speed limit from 55 to 45 miles per hour on all county highways. But this effort has failed: the number of accidents has not decreased, and, based on reports by the highway patrol, many drivers are exceeding the speed limit. Prunty County should instead undertake the same kind of road improvement project that Butler County completed five years ago: increasing lane widths, resurfacing rough highways, and improving visibility at dangerous intersections. Today, major Butler County roads still have a 55 mph speed limit, yet there were 25 percent fewer reported accidents in Butler County this past year than there were five years ago.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.




This editorial argues that a recent reduction in Prunty County's speed limit on its major roads, from 55 to 45 miles per hour (mph), has proven ineffective, and that the county should therefore restore its 55-mph speed limit and improve its roads. To support this argument the editorial's author points out that the accident rate has decreased only "slightly" since the speed limit was reduced. The author also points out that in nearby Butler County, which has maintained a 55-mph limit while widening and resurfacing its roads, the accident rate has decreased by 25% over the last 5 years. The editorial suffers from several problems, which render it unconvincing as it stands.

First of all, Prunty only "recently" reduced its speed limit, and only for "major" roads. Perhaps not enough time has passed to determine the effectiveness of this change in reducing the accident rate—especially if the new speed limit remains untested during a season of the year in which better driving conditions prevail. Additionally, the editorial refers only to the overall accident rate countywide. Perhaps the accident rate on the county's major roads has decreased while on minor roads not subject to the speed-limit reduction it has increased. Thus lacking reliable evidence of the effectiveness of the new speed limit it is difficult to accept the conclusion that Prunty's safety effort has failed.

Secondly, the argument assumes that all other factors affecting highway accident rates have remained unchanged since the county lowered its speed limit. Yet the author fails to provide evidence to support this assumption. It is entirely possible that the lower speed limit does in fact serve to reduce the accident rate, while some other factor, such as unseasonably poor weather, reduced law enforcement measures, or even an influx of teenage drivers to the area, has served to increase the accident rate. Without considering and ruling out these and other factors that might have served to increase the accident rate since the speed limit was lowered, the author cannot justifiably conclude that this safety effort has failed.

Thirdly, the author unfairly implies that the higher speed limit in Butler County has not served to increase the incidence of road accidents in that county. It is entirely possible that the 55-mph speed limit actually serves to increase the accident rate on Butler's high ways, but that other factors, such as stricter law enforcement measures or improved driver education, have served to decrease the accident rate to a greater extent. Without considering and ruling out these and other factors which might have served to decrease the accident rate in Butler County, the author cannot confidently recommend that Prunty County emulate Butler's speed-limit policy. Moreover, the cited statistic involves only "reported" accidents in Butler County. It is possible that an increasingly large percentage of accidents are going unreported in that county.




In conclusion, the editorial fails to convince me that Prunty County should emulate Butler County's road-safety measures. To strengthen the argument the author must account for all other factors that might influence the accident rate on roads in both counties. To better assess the impact of the new speed limit on road safety, I would need more statistical information about the accident rate on Prunty's major roads, collected over a longer time period. I would also need to know what percentage of road accidents in Butler County go unreported.


3.(43)
 The following appeared in a memorandum written by the chairperson of the West Egg Town Council.

"Two years ago, consultants predicted that West Egg's landfill, which is used for garbage disposal, would be completely filled within five years. During the past two years, however, the town's residents have been recycling twice as much material as they did in previous years. Next month the amount of recycled material—which includes paper, plastic, and metal—should further increase, since charges for pickup of other household garbage will double. Furthermore, over 90 percent of the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling in the future. Because of our town's strong commitment to recycling, the available space in our landfill should last for considerably longer than predicted."


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


In this memo West Egg's mayor reasons that West Egg's residents are now strongly committed to recycling, and projects that the city's landfill will not be filled to capacity until considerably later than anticipated two years ago. To support this projection the mayor cites a twofold increase in aluminum and paper recycling by West Egg residents over the last two years, an impending twofold increase in charges for trash pickup, and a recent survey in which 90% of respondents indicated that they intend to do more recycling in the future. For several reasons, I am not convinced that the mayor's projection is accurate.

To begin with, in all likelihood aluminum and paper account for only some of the materials West Egg's residents can recycle. Perhaps recycling of other recyclable materials—such as plastic and glass—has declined to the point that the total amount of recycled materials has also declined. If so, then the mayor could hardly justify the claim that West Egg's residents are becoming more committed to recycling.

Another problem with the argument is that an increase in the amount of recycled materials does not necessarily indicate a decrease in the total amount of trash deposited in the city's landfill. Admittedly, if West Egg residents previously disposed of certain recyclable materials that they now recycle instead, then this shift from disposal to recycling would serve to reduce the amount of trash going to the landfill. However, the mayor provides no evidence of such a shift.

Moreover, the argument overlooks the strong possibility that the recycling habits of West Egg residents are not the only factor affecting how quickly the landfill will reach capacity. Other such factors might include population and demographic shifts, the habits of people from outside West Egg whose trash also feeds the landfill, and the availability of alternative disposal methods such as burning. Thus regardless of the recycling efforts of West Egg residents the landfill might nevertheless reach full capacity by the date originally forecast.

Yet another problem with the argument involves the mayor's implicit claim that increased charges for trash pickup will serve to slow the rate at which the landfill is reaching capacity. This claim relies on the unlikely assumption that West Egg residents have the option of recycling—or disposing in some other way—much of what they would otherwise send to the landfill. However, it is likely these residents have no practical choice but to send some refuse to the landfill. The greater the amount, the less likely higher trash charges would have any effect on how quickly the landfill reaches capacity.




Finally, the mayor provides no evidence that the survey's respondents are representative of the overall group of people whose trash goes to the city's landfill. Lacking such evidence, it is entirely possible that people inclined to recycle were more willing to respond to the survey than other people were. In short, without better evidence that the survey is statistically reliable the mayor cannot rely on it to draw any firm conclusions about the overall recycling commitment of West Egg residents—let alone about how quickly the landfill will reach capacity.

In sum, the mayor's projection is simply not credible, at least based on the memo. Rather than relying solely on questionable recycling statistics, the mayor should provide direct evidence that the amount of trash going to the landfill is declining and that this trend will not reverse itself anytime soon. To better assess the accuracy of the mayor's projection it would be useful to know who besides West Egg residents contributes trash to the landfill, and whether the amount of trash those people contribute is declining or is likely to decline in the near future.


4.(39)
 A recent sales study indicates that consumption of seafood dishes in Bay City restaurants has increased by 30 percent during the past five years. Yet there are no currently operating city restaurants whose specialty is seafood. Moreover, the majority of families in Bay City are two-income families, and a nationwide study has shown that such families eat significantly fewer home-cooked meals than they did a decade ago but at the same time express more concern about healthful eating. Therefore, the new Captain Seafood restaurant that specializes in seafood should be quite popular and profitable.


Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.


This argument's conclusion is that a new Bay City restaurant specializing in seafood would be both popular and profitable. To justify this conclusion the argument points out that seafood consumption in Bay City's restaurants has risen by 30% during the last five years. Also, the argument points out that most Bay City families are two-income families, and cites a national survey showing that two-income families eat out more often and express more concern about eating healthily than they did ten years ago. I find the argument unpersuasive, for several reasons.

First, a 30% increase in seafood consumption at Bay City restaurants does not necessarily indicate a sufficient demand for a new Bay City restaurant serving seafood dishes only. Although a 30% increase seems significant, the actual level of consumption might nevertheless be very low. This scenario is quite possible, especially considering that there are currently no seafood restaurants in Bay City. Lacking evidence that a significant number of the city's restaurant patrons are ordering seafood, the argument's conclusion that a new seafood restaurant would be popular and profitable is unjustified.

Secondly, even if current demand would otherwise support an increase in the availability of seafood at Bay City's restaurants, the argument unfairly assumes that Bay City's restaurant patrons who order seafood would frequent the new restaurant. Perhaps the vast majority of these patrons would remain loyal to their favorite restaurant. Thus lacking evidence that these patrons would be willing to try the new restaurant the argument's claim that a new seafood restaurant would be popular is dubious. Thirdly, the nationwide study showing clear trends among two-income families toward dining out and eating healthily does not necessarily apply to Bay City. It is quite possible that Bay City's two-income families do not follow these general trends. For that matter, in Bay City the trend might be just the opposite. Thus the nationwide trends that the argument cites amount to scant evidence that Bay City residents in particular would frequent a new seafood restaurant in their city.




Fourth, even if most of Bay City's families are following the nationwide trends indicated above, it is unreasonable to infer that these families will necessarily patronize a new seafood restaurant in Bay City. For all we know Bay City might boast a variety of health-oriented restaurants that do not specialize in seafood. For that matter, perhaps Bay City's existing restaurants are responding to the trends by providing more healthful dishes. Moreover, perhaps either or both of these trends will soon reverse themselves—at least in Bay City— for whatever reason. Any of these scenarios, if true, would cast considerable doubt on the argument's conclusion that a new seafood restaurant in Bay City would be popular and profitable.

Finally, even if Bay City families flock to the new seafood restaurant, the restaurant would not necessarily be profitable as a result. Profitability is a function of both revenue and expense. Thus it is entirely possible that the restaurant's costs of obtaining high-quality, healthful seafood, or of promoting the new restaurant, might render it unprofitable despite its popularity. Without weighing revenue against expenses the argument's conclusion is premature at best.

In sum, the argument is unpersuasive as it stands. To bolster it the argument's author must show—perhaps by way of a reliable citywide study—that the demand among restaurant patrons for seafood is sufficient to support a new seafood restaurant, and that a sufficient number of people who order fish at Bay City restaurants will be able and willing to at least try the new restaurant. The author would also bolster the argument by providing reliable evidence that Bay City reflects the nationwide trends cited, and that these trends will continue in the foreseeable future in Bay City. Finally, to better assess the argument I would need detailed cost and revenue estimates for a new Bay City seafood restaurant—to determine the likelihood that even such a popular restaurant would turn a profit.






5.(44)
 The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a journal on environmental issues.

"Over the past year, the Crust Copper Company (CCC) has purchased over 10,000 square miles of land in the tropical nation of West Fredonia. Mining copper on this land will inevitably result in pollution and, since West Fredonia is the home of several endangered animal species, in environmental disaster. But such disasters can be prevented if consumers simply refuse to purchase products that are made with CCC's copper unless the company abandons its mining plans."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


The author of this newsletter excerpt concludes that if consumers refuse to buy products made with Consolidated Copper Company (CCC) copper the company will eventually abandon its mining plans in the nation of West Fredonia, thereby preventing pollution and an "environmental disaster" in that country. To justify this conclusion the author points out that CCC has recently bought more than a million square miles of land in West Fredonia, and that West Fredonia is home to several endangered animal species. I find this argument specious on several grounds.

First, the author provides no evidence that the West Fredonia land that CCC has acquired amounts to a significant portion of land inhabited by endangered animal species, or that CCC's land is inhabited by endangered animal species at all. Nor does the author provide clear evidence that CCC's mining activities are of the type that might cause pollution, the extinction of animal species, or any other environmental damage. Lacking such evidence the author simply cannot convince me that CCC must abandon its plans in order that such damage be prevented.




Secondly, even assuming CCC's planned mining activities in West Fredonia will cause pollution and will endanger several animal species, it is nevertheless impossible to assess the author's broader contention that CCC's activities will result in "environmental disaster," at least without an agreed-upon definition of that term. If by "environmental disaster" the author simply means some pollution and the extinction of several animal species, then the claim would have merit; otherwise, it would not. Absent either a clear definition of the term or clear evidence that CCC's activities would carry grave environmental consequences by any reasonable definition, the author's contention that CCC's activities will result in environmental disaster is simply unjustified.

Thirdly, the author's position that environmental disaster is "inevitable" absent the prescribed boycott precludes the possibility that other measures can be taken to prevent CCC from carrying out its plans, or to offset any harm that CCC causes should it carry out its plans. Yet the author fails to provide assurances that no other means of preventing the predicted disaster are available. Lacking such evidence the author cannot reasonably conclude that the proposed boycott is needed to prevent that disaster.

Finally, even if the prescribed boycott is needed to prevent pollution and environmental disaster in West Fredonia, the author assumes too hastily that the boycott will suffice for these purposes. Perhaps additional measures would be required as well. For instance, perhaps consumers would also need to boycott other companies that pollute West Fredonia's environment. In short, without any evidence that the recommended course of action will be enough to prevent the predicted problems, the author's conclusion remains dubious at best.

In sum, as it stands the argument is wholly unpersuasive. To bolster it the author must show that CCC's planned mining activities on its newly acquired land will pollute and will threaten endangered animal species. The author must also define "environmental disaster" and show that the inevitable results of CCC's activities, absent from the proposed boycott, would meet that definition. To better assess the argument it would be useful to know what other means are available for preventing CCC from mining in West Fredonia or, in the alternative, for mitigating the environmental impact of those mining activities. Also useful would be any information about the likelihood that the boycott would be effective in accomplishing its intended objectives.


6.(79)
 Since those issues of Newsbeat magazine that featured political news on their front cover were the poorest-selling issues over the past three years, the publisher of Newsbeat has recommended that the magazine curtail its emphasis on politics to focus more exclusively on economics and personal finance. She points to a recent survey of readers of general interest magazines that indicates greater reader interest in economic issues than in political ones. Newsbeat's editor, however, opposes the proposed shift in editorial policy, pointing out that very few magazines offer extensive political coverage anymore.


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.


In this memo the publisher of the magazine Newsbeat claims that to maximize sales the magazine should decrease its emphasis on international news and refrain from displaying such stories on its covers. To support this conclusion the publisher points out that the magazine's poorest-selling issues during the last three years have been those with cover stories about international events, and that during this same period the number of international cover stories appearing in other news magazines has decreased. On several grounds, this evidence lends little credible support for the memo's conclusion.




First of all, the fact that the magazine's poorest-selling issues were the ones with international cover stories might be explained by a variety of factors. Perhaps international events themselves were not as interesting during those periods. If so, it might be a mistake to refrain from emphasizing international events when those events are interesting enough to stimulate sales. Or perhaps the news magazine business is seasonal, or cyclical, and those particular issues would have sold more poorly regardless of the cover story. In short, without ruling out other possible explanations for the relatively poor sales of those particular issues the publisher cannot justifiably conclude that international cover stories were the cause of the relatively poor sales.

Secondly, the memo fails to indicate whether other magazines experienced an increase or a decrease in sales by reducing their emphasis on international news. It is possible, for instance, that the other magazines experienced declining sales even for issues focusing only on domestic news. If so, then the publisher's recommendation would make little sense. On the other hand, if other magazines experienced the same correlation between cover story and sales volume, this fact would lend considerable support to the publisher' s conclusion that international cover stories were responsible for poor sales.

Thirdly, the memo cites increasing costs of maintaining international news bureaus as an additional reason to de-emphasize international news. While this fact does lend support to the publisher's suggestion, the publisher overlooks the possibility that if other news magazines de-emphasize international coverage due to increasing bureau costs, Newsbeat might turn out to be the only magazine covering international news, which in turn might actually stimulate sales. It would be hasty to implement the publisher's suggestion without acknowledging and exploring this possible scenario.

In conclusion, the memo is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen the argument, the publisher must show that it was the international covers of Newsbeat, and not some other factor, that were responsible for the relatively poor sales of issues with those covers. To better assess the publisher's recommendation that Newsbeat should de-emphasize international news, we would need to know what changes in sales volume other news magazines experienced by de-emphasizing international news. We would also need more information about the impact that increasing bureau costs will have on magazines presently competing with Newsbeat in the area of international news.


7.(54)
 Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years most of the large mammal species that had lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands had become extinct. Yet humans cannot have been a factor in the species' extinctions, because there is no evidence that the humans had any significant contact with the mammals. Further, archaeologists have discovered numerous sites where the bones of fish had been discarded, but they found no such areas containing the bones of large mammals, so the humans cannot have hunted the mammals. Therefore, some climate change or other environmental factors must have caused the species'extinctions.


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.




In this argument the speaker concludes that humans could not have been a factor in the extinction of large mammal species in the Kaliko islands 3,000 years ago. To justify this conclusion, the speaker points out that no evidence exists that humans hunted or had other significant contact with these mammals. The speaker also points out that while archeologists have found bones of discarded fish in the islands, they have not found any discarded mammal bones there. For three reasons, this evidence lends little credibility to the speaker's argument.




First, the argument concludes too hastily that humans could not have had any significant contact with these mammals. In relying on the lack of physical evidence such as bones, the speaker overlooks the possibility that humans exported mammals—particularly their bones—during this time period. Without ruling out this alternative explanation for the disappearance of these species from the islands, the speaker cannot justify the conclusion that humans were not a factor in their extinction from the islands.

Secondly, the argument relies on the assumption that without significant contact with these other species humans could not have been a factor in their extinction. But the speaker provides no evidence that this is the case. Moreover, perhaps humans drove these other species away from their natural habitat not by significant contact but merely by intruding on their territory. Or perhaps humans consumed the plants and animals on which these species relied for their subsistence. Either scenario would explain how humans could have been a factor in the extinction of these species despite a lack of significant contact.

Thirdly, the speaker assumes that the bones of fish that archeologists have found discarded on the island were discarded by humans, and not by some other large mammal. However, the speaker provides no evidence to substantiate this assumption. Given other possible explanations for these discarded fish bones, this evidence in itself lends little credible support to the speaker's theory about the extinction of large species of mammals.

In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen it, the speaker must rule out the possibility that humans exported the bones of these other species. To better evaluate the argument, we would need more information about the diet of humans and of the now-extinct mammals during that time period; particularly, we would need to know whether those other mammals also fed on the fish whose discarded bones have been found on the islands.


8.(33)
 The following appeared in a memorandum from the planning department of an electric power company.

"Several recent surveys indicate that home owners are increasingly eager to conserve energy. At the same time, manufacturers are now marketing many home appliances, such as refrigerators and air conditioners, that are almost twice as energy efficient as those sold a decade ago. Also, new technologies for better home insulation and passive solar heating are readily available to reduce the energy needed for home heating. Therefore, the total demand for electricity in our area will not increase—and may decline slightly. Since our three electric generating plants in operation for the past twenty years have always met our needs, construction of new generating plants will not be necessary."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


The author of this memo concludes that there is no need for an additional electric power plant in the area because total electricity demand in the area is not likely to increase in the future. To support this conclusion the author cites the availability of new energy-efficient appliances and systems for homes, and the eagerness of area homeowners to conserve energy. However, the argument relies on several doubtful assumptions, and is therefore unpersuasive as it stands.

First, the author's projection for flat or declining total demand for electricity ignores business and commercial electricity usage. It is entirely possible that area businesses will increase their use of electricity in the future and that total electricity consumption will actually increase despite flat or declining residential demand. The author's projection also ignores the possibility that the number of area residents will increase in the future, thereby resulting in an increase in electricity usage regardless of whether more efficient appliances are used in area homes. Without taking into account these possibilities, the author cannot persuade me that total demand for electricity will not increase in the future.




Secondly, the author's conclusion relies on the assumption that area residents will actually purchase and install the energy-saving appliances and systems the author describes. Admittedly, the author points out that homeowners are "eager to conserve energy." Nevertheless, these homeowners might not be able to afford these new systems and appliances. Moreover, the energy-efficient insulation that the author mentions might be available only for new home construction, or it might be a gas system. In either case, the mere availability of this system might have no effect on total electric usage in existing homes.

A final problem involves the assertion that no new electric power plants are needed because the three existing plants, which are 20 years old, have always been adequate for the area's electric needs. The author fails to account for the possibility that the old plants are themselves less energy efficient than a new plant using new technology would be, or that the old plants need to be replaced due to their age, or for some other reason. Besides, this assertion ignores the possible influx of residents or businesses in the future, thereby increasing the demand for electricity beyond what the three existing plants can meet.

In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands. To strengthen it the author must show that area residents can afford the new energy-efficient appliances and systems, and that area commercial demand for electricity will not increase significantly in the foreseeable future. In order to better evaluate the argument, we would need to know whether the new energy-efficient technologies are available to businesses as well, and whether area businesses plan to use them. We would also need more information about expected changes in the area's population, and about the condition and energy-efficiency of the three current electric power plants.


9.(4)
 The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner to a friend.

"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town—Adams Realty and Fitch Realty—Adams Realty is clearly superior. Adams has 40 real estate agents; in contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work only part-time. Moreover, Adams' revenue last year was twice as high as that of Fitch and included home sales that averaged $168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. Homes listed with Adams sell faster as well: ten years ago I listed my home with Fitch, and it took more than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one month. Thus, if you want to sell your home quickly and at a good price, you should use Adams Realty."


Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


The author of this argument claims that Adams Realty is superior to Fitch Realty. To support this claim the author cites certain statistics about the number and working hours of the firm's agents, and the number and sales prices of homes sold by the two firms. The author also cites anecdotal evidence involving her own experience with Fitch and Adams. Close scrutiny of this evidence reveals that it lends little credible support for the author's assertion.

The author bases her claim partly on the fact that Adams has more agents than Fitch, and that many of Fitch' s agents work only part-time. However, the author provides no evidence that the quality of a real-estate firm is directly proportional to the number of its agents or the number of hours per week that its agents work. Lacking such evidence, it is equally possible that a smaller firm is more effective than a larger one, and that a part-time agent is more effective than a full-time agent. Besides, the author does not provide any information about how many Adams agents work part-time.




To further support her claim the author cites the fact that Adams sold more properties last year than Fitch. However, the author overlooks the possibility that last year's sales volume amounted to an aberration, and that in most other years Adams has actually sold fewer properties than Fitch. Moreover, the disparity in sales volume can readily be explained by factors other than the comparative quality of the two firms. Perhaps Adams serves a denser geographic area, or an area where turnover in home-ownership is higher for reasons unrelated to Adams' effectiveness. Or perhaps sales volume is higher at Adams simply because it employs more agents, and each Adams agent actually sells fewer homes on average than each Fitch agent does. Without ruling out such alternative explanations for the disparity in sales volume, the author cannot defend the conclusion that based on this evidence that Adams is superior to Fitch.

In further support of her claim the author points out that the average sales price of a home sold by Adams is greater than the average price of a home sold by Fitch. However, this evidence shows only that the homes that Adams sells are more valuable on average than the ones that Fitch sells, not that Adams is more effective in selling homes than Fitch. Moreover, it is possible that a few relatively high-priced or low-priced properties skewed these averages, rendering any conclusions about the comparative quality of the two firms based on these averages unfair.

For additional support the author points out that it took Fitch Realty considerable longer to sell one of the author's homes than it took Adams Realty to sell another one of her homes ten years earlier. However, this disparity is explainable by other plausible factors, such as changing economic conditions during that ten-year period, or a difference in the desirability of the two properties. Without establishing that all other factors affecting the speed of a sale were essentially the same for the two homes, the author cannot rely on this limited anecdotal evidence to support her claim.

In conclusion, the author's evidence lends little credible support to her claim. To persuade me that Adams is better than Fitch, the author would need to provide clear evidence that individual Adams agents are more effective in selling homes than individual Fitch agents, and that the disparity in home sales and sales price is attributable to that difference. Finally, to better evaluate the author's claim we would need more information comparing the percentage of agents working part-time at Fitch versus Adams. We would also need more information about the comparative attractiveness of the author's two homes, and the extent to which the residential real-estate market changed during the decade between the sale of these two homes.


10.(76)
 The following appeared in a newsletter offering advice to investors.

"Over 80 percent of the respondents to a recent survey indicated a desire to reduce their intake of foods containing fats and cholesterol, and today low-fat products abound in many food stores. Since many of the food products currently marketed by Old Dairy Industries are high in fat and cholesterol, the company's sales are likely to diminish greatly and company profits will no doubt decrease. We therefore advise Old Dairy stockholders to sell their shares, and other investors not to purchase stock in this company."


Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the advice.


This excerpt from an investment newsletter cites a recent study in which 80% of respondents indicated a desire to reduce their consumption of high-fat and high-cholesterol foods, then points out that food stores are well-stocked with low-fat food products. Based on this evidence the newsletter predicts a significant decline in sales and profits for Old Dairy (OD), a producer of dairy products high in fat and cholesterol, and advises investors not to own OD stock. I find this advice specious, on several grounds.




First, the excerpt fails to assure me that the survey results accurately reflect the desires of most consumers, or that the results accurately predict consumer behavior. Without evidence that the respondents'desires are representative of those of the overall population where OD products are sold, it is hasty to draw any conclusions about future food buying habits from the survey. Moreover, common sense informs me that consumers do not necessarily make food-purchase decisions in strict accordance with their expressed desires. Thus as it stands the statistic that the newsletter cites amounts to scant evidence that OD sales and profits will decline in the future.

Secondly, the fact that low-fat foods are in abundant supply in food stores does not necessarily indicate an increasing demand for low-fat dairy products or a diminishing demand for high-fat dairy products. Absent evidence to the contrary, it is quite possible that consumers are buying other types of low-fat foods but are still demanding high fat in their dairy products. For that matter, it is entirely possible that food stores are well-stocked with low-fat foods because actual demand has not met the demand anticipated by the stores.

Thirdly, even assuming an indisputable consumer trend toward purchasing more low-fat daizy products and fewer high-fat dairy products, the newsletter concludes too hastily that OD profits will decline as a result. OD can always raise the price of its dairy products to offset declining sales, and given a sufficient demand OD might still turn a profit, despite the general consumer trend. Besides, profit is a function of not just revenue but also expenses. Perhaps OD expenses will decline by a greater amount than its revenue; if so, then OD profits will increase despite falling revenues.

In sum, without additional information prudent investors should refrain from following the newsletter's advice. To better assess the soundness of this advice it would be helpful to know the following: (1) the demographic profile of the survey's respondents; (2) the extent to which consumer desires regarding food intake accord with their subsequent behavior; (3) the extent of OD loyalty among its regular retail customers who might continue to prefer OD products over low-fat products even at higher prices; and (4) the extent to which OD might be able to reduce expenses to offset any revenue loss resulting from diminishing sales of OD products.
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