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About this guide








I am Barbara Riedel, living as a digital nomad since 2014. Being a travel blogger made me move a lot in the last years, always searching for places to work, information about internet (Wi-Fi or mobile) and so on. That’s why I started the new category on my blog,
 
Barbaralicious

 , called “digital nomad destinations”. The blog posts contain general information for digital nomads that enable them to have a smooth start in a new country.



After a while, I thought that something more detailed would be nice. I wrote my first Digital Nomads Guide about my second home town – Palermo. I chose Tarifa for my second guide after staying there for a month in October and November of 2016.



Tarifa is a perfect place for digital nomads who want to get in touch with the community, who want to connect to other digital nomads and don’t want to start on their nomad journey alone. It’s a perfect place for business networking and leisure time. Since Tarifa is Europe’s no. 1 hotspot for kitesurfing, the nomads you will find here do mostly have a passion for this watersport.



To make your read easier I didn’t add any photos to this ebook. If you want to see all the places that I am writing about and immerse into my world which can be your world as well, you can download the free photo book to the guide.








Click here to download my free photo guide!











 
 
Facts about Tarifa




Tarifa is located close to the Strait of Gibraltar on the southernmost coast of Spain, the Costa de la Luz (Coast of Light). It’s the southernmost place of Continental Europe.



Thanks to coins that have been found in the area, we know today almost for sure that Tarifa was the site of the Roman settlement of Mellaria. The present name of Tarifa was given to the city after the attack of a Berber military commander called Tarif Ibn Malik in 710.



After the Moors conquered the peninsula, they started to fortify the city in the 10th
 century. Parts of those fortifications are still visible and part of the modern city.



In 1514 it became the seat of a Spanish marquisate, but was besieged times in the course of the Peninsula War by the French, but defended by the British soldiers of Gibraltar who were fighting with the Spanish troops.



Today, Tarifa is one of Spain’s best-kept secrets. Although there are hostels popping up, it’s not the typical backpacker and package tourist destination. It’s more known as a perfect place for expats and location independent workers like digital nomads.



Attracted by the ideal conditions to do watersports such as kite, wind and wave surfing, they came to live, work and do the leisure activity they love.
















Useful general information





Currency, ATMs, prices








The currency in Spain is the Euro (€ – pronounced "eh-oo-roh"). It is divided into 100 Cents. The exchange rate is fluctuating constantly but at the moment (November 2016) 9,50 Euro are more or less 10 US-Dollars.



Almost every ATM accepts withdrawal by credit card. You will find heaps of ATMs everywhere. It can happen that there is a fee to pay if you want to withdraw with a non European credit card.



Be careful with scammers who are cloning your card to empty your bank account.



If possible, simply withdraw money with your credit card since changing foreign currencies into Euro is expensive in Spain, fees of the exchange bureaus are high. Banks will not exchange money if you are not their customer.It’s not possible to pay with travellers checks and it’s almost impossible to change them. In case you do find a place where you can change them the fees will be high.



Bank/Money related terminology



Euro = Euro



Cents = Centimos



ATM = Cajero



Credit card = Tarjeta de credito



Bank account = Cuenta



Withdraw = Sacar dinero



Currency = Moneda



Money = Dinero







Typical prices are the following:



250ml water bottle in a caf: 2 Euro



1,5l water bottle (soda water) in a supermarket: 35 Cents



7l water bottle (flat water) in a supermarket: 40 Cents



Pasta in a restaurant: from 7 Euro



Pizza in a pizza place: from 7 Euro



Pizza in a restaurant: from 9 Euro



Meal in a restaurant: from 10 Euro








Transport





How to get to Tarifa?




By flight



Tarifa has no airport! You will need to fly into Gibraltar, Jerz de la Frontera or Mlaga. EasyJet, Monarch and BA fly into Gibraltar, but only from British airports: Gatwick, Luton, Liverpool, Heathrow and Manchester. If you depart from another country your best option is probably to fly into Mlaga. Flights tend to be cheaper and more regular. But the downside is that the transfer takes longer (around 2 hours).







By train



Tarifa has no train station. But the train is fast, more reliable and more comfortable, so you might choose to take a train to Algeciras and take the bus from there. Consider as well that the train is more expensive than the bus.







By bus



There is a bus from Algeciras to Tarifa that takes more or less 30 minutes and leaves every 30 minutes during daytime. If you arrive to Mlaga or Gibraltar, you have to go to Algeciras first.







By car



The easiest solution is to go there by car. You can rent a car in Spain for little money if you make sure that you have your own insurance for it. As soon as you add an insurance from the car rental company, you pay at least double if not three times the original price. Additionally you should pay attention to the full-empty policy. That means that you get the full car and you have to bring it back empty. Normally they charge you for filling the tank. That’s the most expensive part of your rental (not talking about the insurance!).







By ship



If you are in Tanger you should consider taking the ferry to Tarifa. It’s only 24 Euro per passenger one way and perhaps a fun possibility to combine visiting two continents! Instead of flying into Mlaga you can therefore consider flying into Tanger. There are cheap flights with Ryanair.








How to get around in Tarifa?




By foot



Tarifa is small. At least the city center. You can go anywhere in literally 15 minutes. I was living “far away” from the city center and needed 10 minutes to walk to the city center.







No UBER!



There is no UBER in Tarifa and there is no real need for it.







Transport related terminology



Airport = Aeropuerto



Bus = Autobus



Central Station = Estacin Central



Train station = Estacin de trenes



Bus ticket = Billete del autobus



Bus/Train stop = Parada del autobus/del tren








Internet





Wi-Fi




Wi-Fi in Spain is unfortunately in general not the best. I’ve heard of really fast Wi-Fi in Barcelona, but most of the parts of Spain where I’ve been as a digital nomad – Andalusia and the Canary Islands – didn’t really have the best Wi-Fi. Don’t get me wrong: it was ok!Download speed between10 and 20 MBit andupload speed between1 and 10 is what you normally have to deal with. In Tarifa Wi-Fi was sometimes on and off because of the strong wind.







The conclusion is: If you really rely on stable and fast internet, I recommend you not to use Wi-Fi, but your SIM Card.








Mobile Internet




If you want a SIM Card for your phone, you will only get it in the telecommunication centers. SIM Cardscost around 10 Euro. You can get a data package for around another 10 Euro per GB. When I was in Tarifa I simply left my German SIM Card in my phone, since the price for data was exactly the same. But like this people could call me on my normal phone number and I could get text messages (which is necessary for some double authentification systems). The best known carriers areYOIGO, Orange and Vodafone. ButMovistar and Happy are used a lot as well. If you need stable Wi-Fi you should opt for using your SIM Card.



Internet related terminology



Wi-Fi = Wi-Fi



Internet = Internet



SIM card = Tarjeta sim



Recharge = Recargar



I want to buy a rechargeable sim card! = Quera comprar una tarjeta sim para recargar!



Do you have Wi-Fi? = Hay Wi-Fi?



What is the Wi-Fi password? = Qu es la clave del Wi-Fi?



The Wi-Fi is not working! Could you restart the router? = El Wi-Fi no funciona! Podra reiniciar el router?








Where to work?





Coworking Spaces




Thereis no real Coworking Space in Tarifa at the moment. The only place is the La Cocotera, a Coworking Hostel in the city center.








La Cocotera

 :



This Coworking Hostel has different areas to work and live: the Common Area and a meeting room in the first floor and an inside working area in the third and last floor as well as a roof top terrace with a nice view over Tarifa Old Town. The internet connection is ok, but can go on off sometimes. In this case though, the owners provide you with a portable modem if you have something urgent, a deadline or a Skype call. They offer special deals if you book accommodation, too.



Opening hours: 24 hours (guests) / 9AM-9PM (visitors)



Price for 1 day: 5 Euro (guests) / 10 Euro (visitors)



Price for a week: 50 Euro



Price for 1 month: 180 Euro



Address: Calle San Rosendo 12








Restaurants & Beach Bars




If you don’t want to work in a Coworking Space, because you prefer to be able to order food and drinks whenever you want or you like to have a busy environment to work, I can recommend the following places:








Waikiki

 :



The Waikiki Beach Bar has a perfect view since it’s located directly at the beach Los Lances. Unfortunately they don’t have Wi-Fi. If you want to work here, you will need to use a personal hotspot.



Address: Calle Cardenal Cisneros s/n, Playa Los Lances








Surla

 :



Surla is a sushi restaurant that is open kind of the whole day. In the mornings they offer breakfast with fresh juices. They have Wi-Fi and don’t mind if you stay here for several hours.



Opening hours during high season: 9AM - 12:30AM



Address: Av. Pintor Guillermo Prez Villalta, 64








What and where to eat?




Typical Spanish and Andalusian food are Tapas and Paella:



If you are in Tarifa you definitely need to try some typical dishes that they only offer in this city:








Pachamama

 :



This place is an all-rounder: they offer food accommodation and events. It’s not the cheapest at all, but they are well known for their good and abundant meat plates/dishes. Located a little bit out of town, you will need a car to get there. Otherwise it’s a 40 minutes walk.



Price for a meal: 12-25 Euro



Address: Ctra Nacional N-340, km 8








Misiana Tapas Bar

 :



The hotel Misiana has an own restaurant which is recommended for example by the owners of La Cocotera. It’s located in the heart of the old town, so no need to worry about how to get there.



Price for a meal: 15-30 Euro



Address: Sancho IV El Bravo, 16








La Tribu

 :



La Tribu is a pizza place close to the city gate to the old town. Pizza is around 7 Euro and really good. They don’t have anything else to eat, but pizza. But be aware that the dough is really thin and you will probably eat an entire pizza even if you normally don’t. If you are really just a little bit hungry, you can order half a pizza, too.



Price for a meal: 10-15 Euro



Address: Calle de la Luz, 7











Where to stay?




You can’t do anything wrong in Tarifa. Wherever you stay you can be in the city center in a really short time. If you want to spend a lot of time with other nomads I recommend you to stay close to the Old Town.








Airbnb




There are many Airbnb places spread over the whole city starting from 11 Euro per night for a room or from 15 Euro per night for an apartment. The longer you stay the better the deals you can get.








Hostels




Starting from 12 Euro per night you can get a bed in a dorm. Since the airbnb thing became a real business in this expat hotspot, there are not too many hostels. But you can find some and they are really nice in case you are the hostel kind of person.








The Melting Pot Tarifa:




The Melting Pot Tarifa is a hostel with a perfect location in the Old Town. They have excellent reviews on hostelworld and offer free Wi-Fi.



Single room: 35 Euro/night



Dorm bed: 13 Euro/night








La Cocotera

 :



La Cocotera is a Coworking Hostel. The atmosphere is great, the staff is super nice and the rooms are cozy. This is ideal for you if you are searching for an all-inclusive solution: a place to live and work, network and make new nomad friends. Or as the La Cocotera people say: knowmads!



Single room: 54 Euro/night



Dorm bed: 12 Euro/night








Hotels




I don’t know of any nomad who was staying in a hotel in Tarifa. But obviously there are some – especially in the historic center.








Hostal Alamenda

 :



This is a hotel with good reviews on Tripadvisor in the citycenter. In addition to the rooms they offer activities, such as Whale Watching Tours, Hiking Trips or Climbing Excursions.



Single room: from 45 Euro/night



Double room: from 50 Euro/night








Hotel Misiana

 :



As already said in the “where to eat” part of the ebook, this place is located right in the heart of the old town. Even if you are not staying there, people will use it as a meeting point, because everybody knows the Misiana. It’s not a cheap hotel, but it’s seems to be a good one with good reviews on Tripadvisor.



Single room: from 66 Euro/night



Double room: from 82 Euro/night








What to see




Tarifa is one of the top expat destinations in Spain, if not in Europe. This is because of the perfect weather conditions for kite surfing, windsurfing and wave surfing. The Strait of Gibraltar creates a funnel with the Venturi effect when the wind from Africa called Levante or the wind from the Atlantic called Poniente are blowing. There are different beaches to do watersports:



-
 
 Playa de los Lances



-
 
 Valdevaqueros



-
 
 Punta Paloma



The surroundings are ideal to do hiking or biking trips since there are many trails for both outdoor activities.








City Center




The city center is small. If you take an afternoon you will see everything that it has to offer. The alleys lead you through the Old Town as if going through a labyrinth of old houses.



Guzman castle:



The well-preserved Guzman castle is close to the port and was built in 960. Annexed to it are the Tower of Guzmn el Bueno, built in the 13th century and the church of St. Mary – a former mosque.







Medieval walls:



Around the Old Town you can still see the remains of the medieval walls. There were three gates, but only one didn’t get destroyed: the Puerta de Jerez of the 13th century.







Church of St. Matthew:



The Gothic Church of St. Matthew was built in the early 16th century. It was a mosque in former times.







 
Surroundings




There are trails to do hiking or biking trips in the surroundings of Tarifa. You can have stunning views, beautiful waterfalls and a 100% nature experience. Click here to see the different trails:
 
Hiking in Tarifa

 .



A bit outside of Tarifa, at the beach of Bolonia, there is an archeological site of the Roman Empire. It’s in a good conditions and you can have a close look at an aqueduct, a theater, a thermal bath and a basilica. It’s really worth it to spend an afternoon there.








Day/Weekend Trips





Gibraltar




Gibraltar is a 40 minutes ride from Tarifa and absolutely worth going on a daytrip. You can climb the famous Rock of Gibraltar and visit the apes, or you simply take a stroll through the old town which makes it feel like you boarded a plane and really are in England. Be careful in the shopping street! They will tell you that everything is Duty Free, but prices are often similar to the ones you find on Amazon!








Cdiz




Cdiz is a beautiful city by the Atlantic Ocean. There many sights for tourist in the old town. Close to the cathedral there is a Tourist Information where they can answer all your questions. But I recommend you to just wander around and loose yourself in the beautiful streets or have a long walk along the promenade.








Mlaga




Being the birthplace of Picasso, Mlaga is perfect place for art-lovers. There are two new museums. Additionally it has two Moorish castles, called Alcazar, instead of just one like other Andalusian cities. Mlaga is also known for its vivid nightlife – in the city or at the beach, salsa music or house, ... You can find everything in Mlaga’s party scene.








Marbella




The city of the high society along the Costa del Sol is definitely Marbella. So don’t forget your credit cards if you want to have fun doing shopping or just enjoying a cocktail at the beach.








Seville




I recommend to stay at least one night in Seville. It’s a four hours drive from Tarifa, so it would be very stressful to go there and come back in one day. Seville has beautiful buildings and many people go there because of the architecture. The Plaza de Espaa is supposed to be the most beautiful square of the city if not of the whole country.








Ronda




The bridge of the 18th century is leading many tourists to this picturesque town. The view on both sides – the bridge and the valley – is breathtaking and absolutely worth the drive. But you should combine it with Seville and/or Marbella. If you can arrange to stay for two nights you should check out the hiking trails since I heard only good things about the surroundings.







I did a weekend trip from Tarifa to Cdiz, to Seville and then to Ronda. I did it with three nights, but I recommend to take one or two nights more to have more time for the single destinations.











Free Photo Guide




If you haven’t done already, check out the pdf photo book to this guide which I created to give you a better impression of the places I am writing about.



For the free download you can simply click
 
here

 or go to



barbaralicious.com/TarifaPhotoGuide



I hope you enjoy the photos and that they make you book your flight to my beautiful second home immediately.











The End




Thank you for having downloaded and read Barbaralicious’ Tarifa Guide for Digital Nomads!



If you liked my guide and found some useful information I would appreciate if you could leave a review on Amazon and follow me on my trips around the world by hitting the like button of my Social Media Channels or subscribing to Barbaralicious’ newsletter (barbaralicious.com/en/newsletter).
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