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Introduction

A. Information on the TOEFL
®

 iBT

The Format of the TOEFL®
 iBT
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B. Information on the Writing Section

The Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT measures test takers' ability to use writing to communicate in an academic environment. This section has two writing tasks. For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then answer a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second writing task, you will answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

1. Types of Writing Tasks

(1) Integrated Writing Task

● Read – You will read a short text of about 230~300 words on an academic topic for 3 minutes. You may take notes on the reading passage.

● Listen – After reading the text, you will listen to a lecture discussing the same topic from a different perspective for about 2 minutes. You may take notes on the lecture.

● Write – You will have 20 minutes to write a 150- to 225-word summary in response to the following kinds of questions:

Casting Doubt

_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.

_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific claims/arguments made in the reading passage.

cf. This question type accounts for almost all the questions that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.

Problem–Solution

_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.

(2) Integrated Writing Task

You will have 30 minutes to write an essay of at least 300 words in response to the following kinds of questions:

Agree / Disagree

_ Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? [A sentence or sentences that present an issue] Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

cf. This question type accounts for almost all the essay topics that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.

Preference

_ Some people say X. Others believe Y. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

_ Some people do X. Others people do Y. Which do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

2. Writing Scoring Rubrics

(1) Integrated Task (Question 1)

Your response to the Integrated Task will be scored according to these criteria:
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(2) Independent Task (Question 2)

Your essay for the Independent Task will be scored according to these criteria:
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How to Use This Book

How to Master Skills for the TOEFL®
 iBT Writing Intermediate is designed to be used either as a textbook for a TOEFL®
 iBT writing preparation course or as a tool for individual learners who are preparing for the TOEFL®
 test on their own. With a total of 16 units, this book is organized to prepare you for the test by providing you with a comprehensive understanding of the test and thorough practice of essential skills and question types to address the writing tasks on the TOEFL®
 iBT. Each unit provides a step-by-step program that can enhance your writing ability as well as familiarize you with the question types asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT. At the back of the book are a list of essential essay topics and two actual tests of the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT.


1
 Essential Grammar, Collocations, or Patterns & Expressions

This part presents essential grammar or lexical items you need to know in order to respond effectively to the writing tasks on the TOEFL®
 iBT. Essential grammar for writing is dealt with in units 1 to 5; essential TOEFL®
 collocations in units 6 to 12; and essential patterns and expressions in units 13 to 16.
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2
 Check-Up

The purpose of this section is to ensure that you understand essential grammar points, collocations, or patterns and expressions presented at the beginning of each unit. You will be given a chance to confirm your understanding before starting on the further exercises.
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3
 Writing Practice

This section allows you to practice writing various English sentences while using the grammar points, collocations, and patterns and expressions you have learned. In this practice section are sentence completion, sentence formation, and translation exercises.
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4
 Writing Challengeg

Exercises in this section encourage you to make full sentences on your own, to provide some sentences to complete the given contexts, and to state your own theses with some reasons in response to the given prompts. These writing exercises will help you express your ideas in English fluently and accurately.
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5
 Essential iBT Writing Skills

This component appears at the beginnings of units 17 to 19. It introduces each of several helpful writing skills for the TOEFL®
 iBT by showing how to brainstorm, outline, take notes, paraphrase, and summarize step by step. This presentation will help you understand each skill in a simple, clear way.

[image: ]



6
 Practice with Essential iBT Skillss

This section will help you to practice brainstorming, outlining, note taking, paraphrasing, and summarizing—all skills that were introduced in the former section. You will experience enough exercises to practice those skills in response to the essay prompts and passages, which are very similar to those on the real TOEFL®
 iBT.
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7
 Actual Tests

This part offers two full practice tests that are modeled on the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT. These tests will familiarize you with the actual test format of the TOEFL®
 iBT.
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PART 1 Essential Grammar for Writing

Grammar is what gives sense to language. It is used to increase the range of language choices when you write. Understanding and having knowledge of the uses of grammar will help you write more effectively. In this part, you will study basic grammar points and practice a lot of sentence writing skills to make well-formed English sentences. These drills are the very first step to writing your own essays.


	
Unit 1
 Basic Sentence Structure / Gerunds / Infinitives

句子的基本结构 / 动名词 / 不定式

	
Unit 2
 Participles / Voice

分词 / 语态

	
Unit 3
 Parallelism / Comparison

平行结构 / 比较

	
Unit 4
 Noun Clauses / Adjective Clauses

名词从句 / 定语从句

	
Unit 5
 Adverb Clauses / Conditionals

状语从句 / 条件从句




Unit 1 Basic Sentence Structure / Gerunds / Infinitives

句子的基本结构 / 动名词 / 不定式



A
 Basic Sentence Structure


1
 Sentence

指至少有一个主语（subject）和一个动词（verb），并能表达完整意思的词的集合。


1
 Jeremy（S）
 wants（V）
 to major in chemistry in college. （完整的意思）


2
 Chemistry（S）
 is（V）
 his favorite subject. （完整的意思）

* 不完整的句子 Fragment
 指的是没有主语或动词，或者不能表达完整意思的词的集合。


1
 Wants to major in chemistry. （没有主语）


2
 Jeremy to major in chemistry. （没有动词）


3
 Because Jeremy likes chemistry. （不能表达完整的意思）

→ Because Jeremy likes chemistry, he wants to major in that subject. （句子）


2
 Sentence Patterns

1） Pattern 1：主语+动词


1
 My grandparents（S）
 live（V）
 in a small town.


2
 This meeting（S）
 will last（V）
 for at least three hours.

2） Pattern 2：主语+动词+补语


1
 Parents（S）
 are（V）
 the best teachers
 （C）
 for their children.


2
 Computers（S）
 have become（V）
 very useful tools
 （C）
 in modern life.

3） Pattern 3：主语+动词+宾语


1
 Students（S）
 should follow（V）
 school rules
 （O）
 .


2
 Some people（S）
 prefer（V）
 to get up
 （O）
 early in the morning.

4） Pattern 4：主语+动词+间接宾语+直接宾语


1
 Some schools（S）
 give（V）
 their students
 （I.O.）
 a long summer vacation（D.O.）
 .


2
 We（S）
 should ask（V）
 ourselves
 （I.O.）
 what the most important thing in our lives is（D.O.）
 .

5） Pattern 5：主语+动词+宾语+补语


1
 Good friends（S）
 make（V）
 school life
 （O）
 happy（C）
 .


2
 Watching fun movies（S）
 allows（V）
 me
 （O）
 to take a break from my busy routine（C）
 .


B
 Gerunds


1
 As a Subject


1
 Taking
 a walk is very good exercise.


2
 Taking
 a walk is very good exercise.


2
 As a Complement


1
 One of my favorite activities is surfing
 the Internet.


2
 Teamwork is communicating
 with others.


3
 As an Object


1
 I enjoy watching
 movies in my spare time.


2
 My brother is proud of having
 many good friends.


C
 Infi nitives


1
 Like a Noun


1
 To read
 books in English is very important for improving your vocabulary. (主语)

→ It
 is very important to read
 books in English to improve your vocabulary. （形式主语—真正的主语）


2
 The main purpose of traveling is to experience
 new things. （补语）


3
 People often like to criticize
 others’ behavior. （宾语）


2
 Like an Adjective


1
 People’s behavior has much to do
 with what clothes they wear.


2
 I always need a book to read
 on the subway.


3
 Like an Adverb


1
 In order to earn
 more money in the future, people try to get accepted to good schools.


2
 No one is intelligent enough to make
 good decisions without others’ advice.

Check−Up


A
 Mark the subject, verb, object, and complement in each sentence as shown in the example.


Scientific technologies（S）
 have made（V）
 our lives
 （O）
 convenient（C）
 .



1 Laughter improves health by lowering stress hormones.

2 Friends are one of the most important influences on young adults.

3 Our city should build a new library for our children.

4 I found it helpful to listen to others’ advice when making an important decision.

5 Every morning, I exercise.

6 A happy life requires an optimistic attitude.

7 Some people change their jobs very frequently.

8 I was a child when I lived in a different country.

9 Inexperienced workers earn less money than experienced ones.

10 I could almost not breathe because of the stuffy atmosphere.

11 Many immigrants have a hard time adjusting to a new culture.

12 Our community offers students various after-school activities.

13 Modern apartment buildings are too expensive in my town.

14 Universities give students many opportunities to learn a variety of subjects.


B
 Correct the errors in the following sentences. Some sentences have no errors.

1 People should ask the advice of others before move to other cities.

人们应该在迁居至其他城市之前询问他人的意见。

2 It is important for students to studying history and literature.

对学生来说，学习历史和文学很重要。

3 Some people prefer working for a large company to work for a small company.

比起在小公司工作，有些人更喜欢在大公司工作。

4 People have different ways spending their time.

人们用不同的方式打发时间。

5 Children love to watch television, but they dislike to watch informative programs.

孩子们喜欢看电视，但是他们不喜欢看信息类节目。

6 Working for others means that you should follow their rules.

为他人工作意味着你得遵守他人的规则。

7 In order to live a healthy life, you need exercising regularly.

要活得健康，就要定期锻炼。

8 Experts recommend to take some time to laugh when you get stressed out.

专家建议，有压力时要经常大笑。

9 Traveling gives us the opportunity of meeting new people.

旅行为我们提供了认识新朋友的机会。

10 Learning how to spend money is as important as to learn how to save it.

学习如何花钱与学习如何攒钱同样重要。

11 The government should spend more money to improve public transportation.

政府应投入更多的财力改善公共交通。

12People work because needing money to live.

人们工作是因为需要钱生活。

Writing Practice


A
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 孩子们最初从家里学习社会技能。

(from their family / children / social skills / learning / start)

___________________________________________

2 二手经验与一手经验同样重要。

(firsthand experience / as / secondhand experience / is / important / as)

___________________________________________

3 环游世界需要大量的时间和金钱。

(a lot of / traveling / time and money / around the world / requires)

___________________________________________

4 我们所有人都要对空气污染负责任。

(are / all of us / responsible / air pollution / for)

___________________________________________

5 传记比小说更能激发我的兴趣。

(a novel / my interest / than / stimulates / more / a biography)

___________________________________________

6 人们穿制服时往往表现得不同。

(people / wear uniforms / tend / when / to behave / they / differently)

___________________________________________

7 现在，学生经常在课堂上给朋友发短信。

(their friends / nowadays / send / during their classes / frequently / text messages / students)

___________________________________________

8 电视使我们的积极性降低，对我们的行为有消极影响。

(television / by making / has / on our behavior / less active / a negative influence / us)

___________________________________________

9 目前的学校课程应该调整，以满足学生的各种需要。

(various needs / should change / school curriculum / to meet / the current / the students’)

___________________________________________

10 彻底审查所有资料后，方能作出公正的判决。

(all the information / a thorough examination / can be made / after / of / an impartial judgment)

___________________________________________


B
 Using the given words or phrases, translate the following into English.

1 人们认为金钱使人快乐。 (make happy)

___________________________________________

2 写日记是一个好习惯。 (keep a diary)

___________________________________________

3 我想住在宿舍，和学校的朋友们共度时光。 (live in a dormitory)

___________________________________________

4 没有人喜欢为别人善后。 (clean up after)

___________________________________________

5 有些人过于自大而听不进别人的话。 (too ~ to-V)

___________________________________________

6 宇宙中有很多可以探索的东西。 (explore)

___________________________________________

7 我们首先要考虑的是，花尽可能多的时间与家人在一起。 (spend time)

___________________________________________

8 对名人来说，拥有隐私并不容易。 (have privacy)

___________________________________________

9 体罚孩子无益于教育。 (punish ~ physically)

___________________________________________

10 有些国家研制核武器来保护自己。 (defend oneself)

___________________________________________

11 我需要几个可以信任的朋友。 (trust)

___________________________________________

12 正确穿着韩国传统服装很难。 (Korean traditional clothes)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge


A
 Translate the following into English.

1 领导者应善于清晰、坦率地传达信息。

___________________________________________

2 我从父母那里得到了最有价值的教训。

___________________________________________

3 现代人到哪儿都带着手机。

___________________________________________

4 热带雨林为我们提供了大量氧气。

___________________________________________

5 学外语时，好好利用字典是很重要的。

___________________________________________

6 大学要求学生保持好成绩。

___________________________________________

7 现代技术使我们与住在其他国家的人能够面对面交流。

___________________________________________

8 大自然教给我们在学校无法学到的知识。

___________________________________________

9 要成为一名好市民，就应遵纪守法。

___________________________________________

10 骑自行车既有益健康，又令人兴奋。

___________________________________________

11 我想游览欧洲的所有国家。

___________________________________________

12 比起与他人分享，内向的人更喜欢独自思考。

___________________________________________


B
 Complete the following paragraphs in English.

1 考虑到安全因素，与其住在大城市，我宁愿在小城镇生活。在大城市里，人们既不了解住在隔壁的人，也不关心邻居的安全。

___________________________________________In a big city, people neither know who lives next door to them, nor are they concerned about their neighbors’ safety.

2 有些人更喜欢假期待在家里而不外出。因为他们可以在家看电影，度过舒适的时光，而不必外出花钱。

___________________________________________That is because they can have a more comfortable time watching movies at home than by spending money outside.

3 我们可以通过听老人讲故事了解生活。他们阅历丰富，很乐意把所学的教给我们。

___________________________________________They have gone through a lot of things, and they are ready to teach us what they have learned.

4 友谊的建立非一日之功。为了建立良好的友谊，你必须对朋友真诚，不应该批评他们。

Friendship is not built in one day.___________________________________________

5 家长不应该让孩子看电视。因为孩子缺乏明确的道德标准，他们可能会尽力模仿电视中的暴力行为。

Parents should not allow their children to watch television.___________________________________________

6 读书并非总有益于心理健康。例如，只读漫画书可能会对心理健康有害。因此，家长应该建议他们的孩子读好书，如传记、短篇小说或诗歌选集。

___________________________________________For example, if you read nothing but comic books, it may be harmful to your mental health. Therefore, parents should advise their children to read good books, such as biographies, short stories, or poetry books.


Unit 2 Participles / Voice

分词 / 语态



A
 Participles


1
 Present Participles

1) 构成进行时


1
 The world is trying
 to stop global warming.


2
 Violence on television is increasing
 juvenile delinquency.

2) 作形容词时表主动含义


1
 We should protect every living
 creature.


2
 Not all television programs are interesting
 .


2
 Past Participles

1) 构成完成时


1
 We have experienced
 a great deal of stress in our daily lives.


2
 Before the airplane was invented, people had thought
 that only birds could fl y.

2) 作形容词时表被动含义


1
 Highly educated
 people may get better jobs than others.


2
 Some parents are never satisfied
 with their children’s grades.


3
 Participle Clauses

1) 种类

分词短语作状语表示时间、原因、条件、让步和伴随状态。


1
 Traveling
 in other countries, you should follow their customs. (= When you travel…)


2
 Being
 easily affected by the media, children should not watch television without their parents. (= Because they are…)


3
 Studying
 with a group, you will get distracted easily. (= If you study…)


4
 Hating
 electronic waves, I spend a lot of time in front of my computer. (= Though I hate…)


5
 Wearing
 her glasses, my grandmother was reading a book. (= With her glasses on…)

2) 要注意的用法


1
 Getting
 hotter, people plan outdoor activities. (X)

→ With the weather getting
 hotter, people plan outdoor activities. (= As the weather gets…)


2
 Exploring
 outer space, we should solve the environmental problems on Earth. (X)

→Before exploring
 outer space, we should solve the environmental problems on Earth. (=Before we explore…)


3) 作为惯用语使用的分词短语


1
 Generally speaking,
 people with good eating habits do not frequently get sick.


2
 Judging from
 my experience, some movies are not worth watching.


3
 Compared with
 nonfi ction, fi ction is more fun to read.


B
 Voice


1
 The Active and Passive Voice
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1
 Deforestation accelerates
 global warming.

→ Global warming is accelerated
 by deforestation.


2
 Teachers should teach
 their students to follow the school rules.

→ Students should be taught
 to follow the school rules by their teachers.


3
 Students should submit
 their homework on time.

→ Homework should be submitted
 on time (by students).

2 When to Use the Passive Voice

1) 与施动者相比行为或者对象更重要的时候


1
 Our environment should be protected
 (by us).


2
 Children should be taught
 (by their parents) to take responsibility for their actions.

2) 施动者不确定或者有意隐瞒的时候


1
 Nobody is allowed
 (by hospital authorities) to use a mobile phone in the hospital.


2
 Many soldiers were killed
 in the war (by other soldiers).

3) 进行客观叙述的时候


1
 It was found
 in some research that children tend to imitate the parent who is the same sex.


2
 The sample was collected
 from the water, and the number of germs was counted
 .

Check−Up


A
 Fill in each blank with the correct form of the given verb.

1 I found documentaries______________________ . (bore)

我发现纪录片很枯燥。

2 There is a heavy rain______________________in the countryside. (fall)

乡村正下着大雨。

3 Some students______________________to participate in extracurricular activities. (require)

一些学生被要求参加课外活动。

4 People______________________others’ secrets are trustworthy. (keep)

保守他人秘密的人是可以信赖的。

5 South Korea______________________rapidly since the Korean War. (develop)

朝鲜战争后，韩国迅速发展。

6 Parents are now______________________that there is too much violence on television. (complain)

家长们现在都在抱怨电视节目中暴力太多。

7 We should have______________________the food shortage. (prevent)

我们本应避免食物短缺。

8 Adolescents______________________on television are often rebellious. (show)

电视节目中的青少年通常很叛逆。

9 The greenhouse effect will______________________many countries in danger. (put)

温室效应将会使许多国家面临危险。

10 Plastic bottles should______________________. (recycle)

塑料瓶应该回收利用。

11 Every person______________________a knack for something. (have)

每个人都有一技之长。

12 Ten years ago, public transportation______________________more frequently than nowadays. (use)

十年前，公共交通工具比现在使用得更频繁。


B
 Correct the errors in the following sentences. Some sentences have no errors.

1 Usually, people live in rural areas are friendly.

通常，生活在乡村的人都很友好。

2 The polluting air may cause lung cancer.

空气污染可能导致肺癌。

3 Nuclear weapons should not used in any circumstances.

任何情况下都不应该使用核武器。

4 In my opinion, a lecture class is more tired than a discussion class.

在我看来，讲座课比讨论课更令人厌倦。

5 Children raising in large families usually get along well with others.

在大家庭里长大的孩子通常能与他人和睦相处。

6 Many scholars have acknowledged the negative impact of the media.

许多学者已经承认媒体的消极影响。

7 Generally speaking, a lot of people using computers to get updated information.

通常来说，许多人使用计算机获取最新信息。

8 Young children should not permitted to travel by themselves.

不应该让小孩儿独自旅行。

9 The president of our country elects every five years.

在我国，每五年进行一次总统选举。

10 Addicting to the Internet, some children feel awkward when talking to others face to face.

因为沉迷于网络，一些孩子在与别人面对面交谈时觉得不自在。

11 It is important that foreign language classes be staffed with good teachers.

外语课配备好老师很重要。

12 Natural sciences give us insight into the future as well as teaching us about the origin of the world.

自然科学除了教会我们世界的起源，还让我们对未来有所了解。

Writing Practice


A
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 人们可以通过工作寻找生活中的目标。

(in life / people / their goals / by doing / may find / their jobs)

___________________________________________

2 许多哲学问题遗留下来无法回答。

(are left / many / unanswered / philosophical questions)

___________________________________________

3 通过自学，你可以练习推理。

(you / by learning / can practice / by yourself / reasoning)

___________________________________________

4 与高中毕业生相比，高等院校毕业生或许有更多的工作机会。

(may have / compared with / college graduates / high school graduates / more job opportunities)

___________________________________________

5 去露营之前，你应该先了解一下天气。

(check / before / the weather / you should / going camping / first)

___________________________________________

6 我们应该做好准备以应付任何可能发生的自然灾害。

(any possible / be prepared for / natural disasters / we should)

___________________________________________

7 现在，人们对名人的私生活特别感兴趣。

(too / people are / nowadays / celebrities’ private lives / interested in)

___________________________________________

8 未解决的环境问题可能会威胁我们的未来。

(may threaten / unsolved / our future / environmental problems)

___________________________________________

9 有些人说，教师应该由学生来评价。

(say / be evaluated / teachers should / by their students / some people)

___________________________________________

10 我们不仅受老人影响，也受年轻人影响。

(younger people / are influenced by / older people / we / as well as)

___________________________________________


B
 Using the given words or phrases, translate the following into English.

1 在电影院看电影时不应大声喧哗。 (watch movies)

___________________________________________

2 人们知道很多导致肥胖的原因。 (obesity; know)

___________________________________________

3 一门语言一旦被掌握，就不可能被轻易遗忘。 (acquire)

___________________________________________

4 发展中国家需要其他国家的帮助。 (developing countries)

___________________________________________

5 有些人被剥夺了接受正规教育的机会。 (deprived of)

___________________________________________

6 如果每天坚持锻炼，你就能保持身体健康。 (work out)

___________________________________________

7 使用公共交通工具可以减少空气污染。 (use; reduce)

___________________________________________

8 依我看，任何暴力行为都是不正当的。 (justify)

___________________________________________

9 只要我们试着接受差异，文化差异就能够被克服。 (overcome)

___________________________________________

10 根据人类历史判断，创造一个没有战争的世界很难。 (create)

___________________________________________

11 高校毕业生通常被认为缺乏实践知识。 (consider)

___________________________________________

12 尽管工业发展改善了生活质量，但它也引起了很多社会问题。 (improve; social problems)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge


A
 Translate the following into English.

1 没有任何事情是仅仅靠运气就能实现的。

___________________________________________

2 孩子很容易被新事物吸引。

___________________________________________

3 一次食言就有可能伤害友谊。

___________________________________________

4 历经磨难之后，你会到达一个转折点。

___________________________________________

5 发明电之前，我们过着节奏缓慢的生活。

___________________________________________

6 如果有更多人关心社会福利，世界将成为更好的生活空间。

___________________________________________

7 有时，孩子们对电视上的所有信息是否都属实感到困惑。

___________________________________________

8 我们必须拯救地球，使其免遭进一步的破坏。

___________________________________________

9 同别人说话时，你应该和他进行目光接触。

___________________________________________

10 如果允许我选择居住地，我会选择纽约。

___________________________________________

11 自我激励的人更喜欢独自工作。

___________________________________________

12 人们公认孩子会模仿他们的父母，所以父母应该试着树立好榜样。

___________________________________________


B
 Complete the following paragraphs in English.

1 与大城市的生活相比，小城镇的生活听起来对我更有吸引力。在小城镇生活，我可以认识所有的邻居。这种社会交往有助于避免可能的犯罪。

___________________________________________Living in a small town, I may get to know all of my neighbors. This social interaction will help protect me from possible crimes.

2 我认为一个人的个性是在孩提时代由其父母决定的。例如：被宠坏的孩子长大后很可能变得以自我为中心。反之，被忽视的孩子很可能成为缺乏自信的人。

I believe that a person’s personality is determined by his parents during his childhood.___________________________________________On the contrary, neglected children tend to develop low self-esteem.

3 以我的经验判断，法国比其他任何国家都迷人。巴黎更被称作“艺术与建筑之城”。考虑到这一点，如果有机会，我想再去法国游玩。

___________________________________________Paris especially has been called a city of art and architecture. Considering that, I would like to visit France again if I had a chance.

4 致力于社会活动的名人经常参加社会活动。他们的参与非常鼓舞人心，因为人们总是听从他们的号召。然而，当他们误导公众时，他们也可能对活动产生负面影响。

Socially engaged celebrities often participate in social movements.___________________________________________However, they may cause bad consequences for the movement when they misinform the public.

5 电视对儿童有害，特别是幼童很容易受电视节目的影响。举例来说，据说婴儿看电视过多可能患孤独症。

Television is bad for children.___________________________________________For instance, it is said that infants who watch television too much may become autistic.

6 在我国，熊被认为是一种重要的动物。根据我们国家的神话传说，成立这个国家的旦昆是神的儿子和熊变成的女人的结晶。

___________________________________________According to our national foundation myth, Dangun, who founded the country, was born from a union between a son of God and a woman who was transformed from a bear.


Unit 3 Parallelism / Comparison

平行结构 / 比较



A
 Parallelism

为了明确地表达或强调，反复使用形态相同的语法结构。

Junk foods may cause diabetes, heart diseases,
 and may make you gain weight.
 （X）

→ Junk foods may cause diabetes, heart disease,
 and obesity
 . （单词）

→ Junk foods may cause you to develop diabetes, to have heart disease,
 and to gain weight.
 （短语）

→ If you eat junk foods, it is said that you may develop diabetes, that you may have heart disease,
 and that you may gain weight.
 （从句）


1
 Parallelism with Words


1
 Not every expensive handmade item is both creative
 and an art
 . （X）

→ Not every expensive handmade item is both creative
 and artistic
 . （形容词）


2
 Trains, buses
 , and a ferry
 are examples of public transportation. （X）

→ Trains, buses,
 and ferries
 are examples of public transportation. （名词）


3
 Some work needs to be done not quickly
 but precise
 . （X）

→ Some work needs to be done not quickly
 but precisely
 . （副词）


2
 Parallelism with Phrases


1
 He not only finished his reading assignment
 but also writing an essay
 . （X）

→ He not only finished his reading assignment
 but also wrote an essay
 . （动词短语）


2
 It is easier to forgive
 than hating
 someone. （X）

→ It is easier to forgive
 than to hate
 someone. （不定式）


3
 Working out, eating organic foods,
 and to take a rest
 are the best ways to maintain good health. （X）


→ Working out, eating organic foods,
 and taking a rest
 are the best ways to maintain good health. （动名词短语）


3
 Parallelism with Clauses


1
 When we took our trip,we
 not only visited Rome
 but also skiing in Switzerland.
 (X)

→ When we took our trip, we
 not only visited Rome
 , but we
 also went skiing in
 Switzerland
 .



2
 The mass media
 neither gives us the necessary information
 nor telling us the truth.
 (X)

→ The mass media
 neither gives us the necessary information
 , nor does it tell us the
 truth
 .



3
 Eitheryou save money for a rainy day
 or just splurge today
 . (X)

→ Either you save money for a rainy day,
 or you just splurge today
 .


B
 Comparison


1
 Positive Degree

表示两个对象同等或相似的程度。


1
 Consumption is as
 important as
 production to boost the economy.


2
 A discussion class is not as
 boring as
 a lecture class.


3
 Larry is not so
 successful as
 his brother.


2
 Comparative Degree

表示两个对象中的一个比另一个突出。


1
 Our government charges higher
 prices on gas than
 other countries.


2
 It is getting harder
 to make a good living.


3
 You should spend less
 money than
 now to save for the future.


3
 Superlative Degree

表示三个以上对象中最突出的一个。


1
 Air pollution is the most imminent
 problem of all the environmental issues.


2
 The Industrial Revolution brought about the most radical
 changes in human history.


3
 The easiest
 way to predict the future is to create it.


4
 Important Structures


1
 Nothing
 is as
 important as
 your health.


2
 Parents affect their children’s psychological development more than any other
 person.


3
 The more
 sincere you are to your friends, the better
 your friends will treat you.


4
 I think that owning a dog is the same as
 owning a cat.

Check−Up


A
 Fill in each blank with the correct form of the given word.

1 Owing to the Internet, information searches have become______________________ and faster. (easy)

由于互联网，信息搜索变得更加简单、快捷。

2 Smoking heavily and______________________ too much are bad habits that will harm your health. (drink)

大量吸烟与酗酒是不良习惯，有害健康。

3 In my opinion, the violin makes______________________ sound of all musical instruments. (beautiful)

我认为小提琴是所有乐器中声音最美妙的。

4 Usually, the speeches of good leaders are either persuasive or______________________. (inform)

通常，优秀领导者的发言要么有说服力，要么有教益。

5 Adventurous people are neither afraid of failure nor______________________ about danger. (worry)

喜欢探险的人既不惧怕失败，也不担心危险。

6 Living with a stranger is not as enjoyable as______________________ with your friend. (live)

和陌生人一起住并不像和朋友一起住那么愉快。

7 Dogs are______________________ toward humans than any other pet. (friendly)

狗是所有宠物中对人类最友好的。

8 Some people feel more comfortable when they are alone than______________________ are with others. (they)

比起和他人在一起，有些人觉得独处更舒服。

9 We need formal education not only______________________ knowledge but also to learn social skills. (gain)

我们需要正规教育，这不仅是为了获得知识，也是为了学习社会技能。

10 Some documentaries are as______________________ as lectures. (education)

有些纪录片和讲座一样有教育意义。

11 The harder you work,______________________ you will get to your dream. (close)

你工作越努力，离实现你的梦想就越近。

12 Some classes are too boring to concentrate or _______________ to catch up with. (fast)

有些课要么太枯燥无法全神贯注，要么太快跟不上。


B
 Correct the errors in the following sentences. Some sentences have no errors.

1 Teenagers are more influenced by their peers than their parents.

青少年受同龄人的影响比受他们父母的影响大。

2 Some documentary films are more entertaining as blockbuster movies.

有些纪录影片如同大片一样具有娱乐性。

3 Good communication skills are most necessary quality a leader should develop.

良好的沟通技巧是领导者应培养的最必要的才能。

4 The more people have, they want more.

人们拥有的越多，想要的就越多。

5 Cats are one of intelligent animals that I have ever seen.

猫是我见过的最聪明的动物之一。

6 We can learn both cooperation and competition by playing games with others.

通过与他人做游戏我们可以学习合作和竞争。

7 Many people enjoy comedy, romantic, or action movies.

很多人喜欢喜剧电影、爱情电影或动作电影。

8 Indoor activities are usually not as expensive than outdoor activities.

室内活动通常不像室外活动花费那么大。

9 A modern apartment building is robust and more convenient than a traditional house.

现代公寓比传统房屋更坚固、更便利。

10 I want to live in a studio near campus, not a dormitory.

我想住在学校附近的工作室，而不是宿舍。

11 In order to write a good essay, you should not only know vocabulary and grammar but also have knowledge.


要写一篇好文章，你不仅要了解词汇和语法，还要有学识。

12 Every person is affected by his environment either directly nor indirectly.

每个人都直接或间接地受环境影响。

Writing Practice


A
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 住在城里要比住在乡村花费大。

(than / is / living in the country / more expensive / living in the city)

___________________________________________

2 比起独自一人，和朋友在一起时我感到更安心。

(when I am alone / more confident / with my friends / I feel / than / when I am)

___________________________________________

3 我希望学校能买更多电脑，而不是更多书。

(our school / not more books / more computers / I hope / will buy)

___________________________________________

4 现在，教师的专业知识比任何品质都重要。

(than any other / today / more important / expertise / in a teacher / quality / is)

___________________________________________

5 经商要比买房花费大。

(to run a business / much more money / it costs / to buy a house / than)

___________________________________________

6 整天坐着看电视的人既不能保持身体健康，也没有健康的心理。

(nor / a couch potato / have a sound mind / stay in shape / can / neither)

___________________________________________

7 学术成就没有一个人的健康重要。

(is not as / important / academic achievement / one’s health / as)

___________________________________________

8 青少年跟朋友在一起的时间要比同父母在一起的时间长。

(than / with their friends / adolescents / with their parents / spend more time)

___________________________________________

9 垃圾食品，如比萨、汉堡和汽水，对健康无益。

(such as / for one’s health / junk foods / pizza, hamburger, and soda / are not good)

___________________________________________

10 人们在孩提时代得到最重要的教训。

(in their childhood / learn / the most important / people / lessons)

___________________________________________


B
 Using the given words or phrases, translate the following into English.

1 有些成年人和孩子一样无知。 (as ~ as)

___________________________________________

2 人们经常逃避危险、脏污或难做的工作。 (avoid)

___________________________________________

3 当小组的领导者比做一名成员压力大得多。 (more stressful)

___________________________________________

4 老师不应该教学生相互竞争，而应该教他们合作。 (not ~ but ~)

___________________________________________

5 一旦高中毕业，你就可以找工作或者上大学。 (either ~ or ~)

___________________________________________

6 有些网站对成年人和未成年人都不适宜。 (both ~ and ~)

___________________________________________

7 通常，恐怖电影不仅恐怖，而且暴力。 (not only ~ but also ~)

___________________________________________

8 报纸和杂志都是很好的获得常识的来源。 (both ~ and ~)

___________________________________________

9 你可以从书中和老师那里学到同样多的东西。 (as ~ as)

___________________________________________

10 传统服装可以在传统节日穿，也可以在正式场合穿。 (either ~ or ~)

___________________________________________

11 要想成为一名艺术家，创造力与其他素质同等重要。 (as ~ as any ~)

___________________________________________

12 我们可以从历史小说中和历史课上学到同样多的历史事实。 (so ~ as ~)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge


A
 Translate the following into English.

1 比起出去玩，我更喜欢在家里休息。

___________________________________________

2 环境污染是世界上最严重的问题之一。

___________________________________________

3 核武器是所有武器中最危险的。

___________________________________________

4 在美国，一些公立学校并不比私立学校差。

___________________________________________

5 滑雪是冬季最受欢迎的户外活动之一。

___________________________________________

6 什么也没有一个人的家庭重要。

___________________________________________

7 我发现看电影比读书有趣得多。

___________________________________________

8 餐馆里的食物没有家里的健康。

___________________________________________

9 夏季最受欢迎的运动有游泳、冲浪和钓鱼。

___________________________________________

10 我认为踢足球比弹钢琴更有益于心理健康。

___________________________________________

11 在荒岛上，现金和信用卡都没有用。

___________________________________________

12 我认为飞机是我们发明的最有用的交通工具。

___________________________________________


B
 Complete the following paragraphs in English.

1 游戏对儿童和成年人同样重要，我非常同意这个观点。据说，游戏可以教人学会合作，它是最重要的成功因素之一，还教人如何赢得挑战。

I agree with the idea that games are as important for adults as they are for children.______________________

2 如果在照相机、足球和动物三者中选择，我会选择给孩子一个足球。最近，孩子们大多数时间都在室内，所 以我想给孩子一个到室外玩儿的机会。你可以在任何地方用照相机或和小动物玩儿，却不能在室内踢足球。

Given the choice between a camera, a soccer ball, and an animal, I would choose to give a child a soccer ball. These days, children tend to spend too much time indoors, so I want to give the child a chance to play outside.______________________

3 学生去上学不仅是因为他们需要接受正规教育，还因为他们需要学习如何适应社会。通过和朋友们一起玩以及遵守学校规定，他们可以了解社会。

______________________By playing with their friends and following school rules, they can learn about society.

4 比起手工制品，我更喜欢机器制造的。通常，手工材料不仅昂贵，而且极易损坏。相反，机器制造的产品通常便宜、耐用，便于操作。

I prefer machine-made items to handmade ones.______________________On the contrary, machine-made products are mostly cheap, strong, and easy to handle.

5 过周末的最好方式就是在家休息。无论上学还是工作，我们身边总是围绕着很多人。有时，我们也需要远离他人，享受独处的时光。

The best way to spend a weekend is to take a rest at home.______________________Sometimes, we need to get away from others and enjoy being alone.

6 我认为，餐厅是家里最重要的房间。因为大多数人经常在外而很少在家，吃饭时间通常是家人唯一齐聚一堂的时间。那时，餐厅就为家人提供了交谈的空间。

I believe the dining room is the most important room in a house.______________________At that time, the dining room provides a space where family members can talk to each other.


Unit 4 Noun Clauses / Adjective Clauses

名词从句 / 定语从句



A
 Noun Clauses


1
 That-clauses


1
 That the human brain develops even after puberty
 was reported by some scholars. （主语）

=It
 was reported by some scholars that the human brain develops even after puberty
 . （形式主语—真正的主语）


2
 Some people argue that children are easily influenced by environmental changes
 .（宾语）


3
 The teacher made it
 clear that the homework should be submitted by Monday
 .（形式宾语—真正的宾语）


4
 My concern is that people do not care about others
 . （补语）


5
 I support the argument that all students should wear school uniforms
 . （同位语）


2
 Whether- / If-clauses


1
 Whether you have a diploma or not
 makes a huge difference in a job market. （主语）


2
 Before buying something with a credit card, you should consider if you can afford it
 .（宾语）


3
 The issue is not whether you can live with others or not
 . （补语）


3
 Wh-clauses


1
 What has been said
 cannot be reversed. （主语）


2
 I don’t know whom I should trust
 . （宾语）


3
 Ignorance is when you reject something you do not know anything about
 . （补语）


B
 Adjective Clauses


1
 Relative Pronouns

关系代词有 who, which, that, whose, who(m) ，它们和代词一样有格。

1) 关系代词的格

a. 主格


1
 People who
 have pets are usually kind and warm.


2
 A lime is a green fruit which
 looks like a lemon.


3
 Not everything that
 is learned is contained in books.

b. 所有格


1
 Thereare some children whose
 parents are too busy to take care of them.


2
 Students are recommended to read books of which
 authors are still alive. (= …whose authors...)

c. 宾格


1
 People need friends with whom
 they can share secrets. (= …friends whom… share secrets with.)


2
 I want to have a job which
 I really like. (= …a job I really like.)


3
 Some people wish to move to a country in which
 they can live without laws. (= …a country where…)

2) 用法

a. 限定性用法——规定先行词的类型


1
 The student who is sitting by the window
 is dozing. (= The student that is…)


2
 Jane Goodall is a researcher who is renowned for her studies on chimpanzees.
 (= …a researcher that is renowned…)


3
 New York is one of the most attractive cities that I have ever visited
 .

b. 非限定性用法——对已知的先行词提供补充信息


1
 Mike, who is sitting by the window
 , is dozing. (NOT Mike, that is…)


2
 Thisbook was written by Jane Goodall,who is renowned for her studies on chimpanzees
 .


3
 I do not like to watch television shows,which are often dumb and time-wasting.


3) 将定语从句简化为现在分词作定语


1
 The student sitting
 by the window is dozing. (= …who is sitting…)


2
 Almost half of the people attending
 the meeting were not invited. (= …who attended…)


3
 The road leading
 to success can be full of hardships. (= …which leads…)


2
 Relative Adverbs

关系副词跟副词一样表示场所 (where)、 时间 (when)、 原因 (why)、 方式 (how)。


1
 I chose the place where
 I would spend my summer vacation. (= I chose where…)


2
 Nobody can tell exactly the time when
 our universe came into being. (= …tell exactly when…)


3
 The reason why
 Billy was absent from school is not known yet. (= Why Billy was absent…)


4
 The Internet has greatly changed the way how
 we communicate with others. (= ...changed how we communicate...)

Check−Up


A
 Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words: that, whether, who, whose, which, how, where, or what.

1 People think______________________they have vacations to take breaks from their daily routines.

人们认为他们可以利用假期从日常生活中获得片刻休息。

2 It is true______________________most adolescents are rebellious.

的确，大多数青少年都很叛逆。

3 I hope to have a job______________________I can earn a lot of money.

我希望有一份可以赚很多钱的工作。

4 ______________________you are rich or poor does not decide your worth.

你是富有还是贫穷不能决定你的价值。

5 Scientists have studied______________________can be done to stop global warming.

科学家们已经在研究做什么可以阻止全球变暖。

6 I trust Susan, a friend______________________always takes my side.

我相信苏珊这个朋友，因为她总是支持我。

7 Many people do not know______________________serious Internet crimes are.

许多人都不清楚网络犯罪有多严重。

8 I like discussion classes in______________________I can express my opinions.

我喜欢讨论课，我可以在课堂上表达我的观点。

9 Some moviegoers do not like a movie______________________story is too simple.

一些常看电影的人不喜欢情节过于简单的电影。

10 ______________________a good teacher should do is to encourage his students to try harder.

一个好老师应该做的是鼓励他的学生努力尝试。

11 My parents told me______________________I should not take advantage of others.

我的父母教导我不应该利用他人。

12 The question is______________________there is something we can learn from video games or not.

问题是电子游戏中有没有我们可以学习的东西。


B
 Correct the errors in the following sentences. Some sentences have no errors.

1 It is you which decides your future.

你的未来由你自己决定。

2 I do not believe what our future has already been decided.

我不相信我们的未来已经被决定好了。

3 Expensive restaurants do not let in people who clothing is untidy.

豪华餐厅不允许衣冠不整的人进入。

4 We should decide now that we can do for the next generation.

我们现在应该决定我们可以为下一代做些什么。

5 A number of people make online communities which they can make friends.

许多人建立网络社区来交朋友。

6 The government should help people who cannot take care of themselves.

政府应该帮助那些没有自理能力的人。

7 I would like to build a small house that I can live with my family.

我想建一栋可以和家人同住的小房子。

8 You should follow your own rules what guide your behavior.

你应该遵循能指导你行为的原则。

9 Scientists wonder why we will have another ice age in the future or not.

科学家们想知道未来是否还会有一个冰河世纪。

10 Some people do not realize how much we rely on natural resources.

有些人还没有意识到我们对自然资源有多依赖。

11 Who are confident in their knowledge do not hesitate to speak in public.

对自己的学识有信心的人会毫不犹豫地在公众前讲话。

12 There is no room for doubt that modern technology has increased people’s quality of life.

毫无疑问，现代技术提高了人们的生活质量。

Writing Practice


A
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 我想去一个我能够学习新文化的国家旅行。

(a new culture / where / travel to / I can / I would like to / learn / a country)

___________________________________________

2 想保持健康的人应该定期锻炼。

(maintain their health / should have / who want to / people / regular workouts)

___________________________________________

3 找一份可以满足你所有要求的工作很花费时间。

(to find a job / all your needs / it takes / which can satisfy / a lot of time)

___________________________________________

4 我们的确可以从过去获得很多有价值的教训。

(from the past / that / valuable lessons / it is true / we can learn)

___________________________________________

5 对生活抱乐观态度的人能忍受各种困苦。

(can endure / a person / toward his life / who has / any hardship / an optimistic attitude)

___________________________________________

6 设定优先级别意味着将要做的事排序。

(in order / setting priorities / you put / means that / the things to do)

___________________________________________

7 我不明白为什么我们要穿校服。

(we / school uniforms / why / I do not / should wear / understand)

___________________________________________

8 来自同龄人的压力是学生无法远离麻烦的一个原因。

(can’t stay / peer pressure is / some students / why / out of trouble / one reason)

___________________________________________

9 有些人无法改掉对他们健康有害的坏习惯。

(harm their health / cannot break / some people / their bad habits / which)

___________________________________________

10 你希望成为哪种人比你要做哪种工作更重要。

(what kind of job / you wish to become / what kind of person / you will have / is more important than)

___________________________________________


B
 Using the given words or phrases, translate the following into English.

1 我喜欢参观有很多画的博物馆。 (visit a museum)

___________________________________________

2 和个人品味与我不同的人聊天很有趣。 (personal taste)

___________________________________________

3 我想成为一名研究外太空的科学家。 (outer space)

___________________________________________

4 假期是段可以享受慢节奏生活的时间。 (slow-paced life)

___________________________________________

5 并非每个知识丰富的人都是睿智的。 (have knowledge)

___________________________________________

6 有些人认为全球化使各种文化标准化。 (globalization; normalize)

___________________________________________

7 我们在学校学到的科学知识有时在我们的日常生活中很有用。 (daily life)

___________________________________________

8 不经常运动的人通常身体状况不佳。 (in bad shape)

___________________________________________

9 据报道，校服阻碍学生表现个性。 (hinder ~ from ~)

___________________________________________

10 据建议，高血压病人应避免压力。 (It is recommended that ~)

___________________________________________

11 许多国家正尝试研发能代替矿物燃料的新能源。 (fossil fuels)

___________________________________________

12 通过阅读小说，我可以了解我以前从未了解过的其他人的感受。 (read fiction)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge


A
 Translate the following into English.

1 我相信父母知道什么是对孩子最好的。

___________________________________________

2 缺乏创造力的手工产品通常没那么贵。

___________________________________________

3 我希望和一个文化背景与我不同的人一起住。

___________________________________________

4 很多家长期望他们的孩子成为比其他人更优秀的人。

___________________________________________

5 对我来说，有一个可以和我一起旅行的朋友非常重要。

___________________________________________

6 如果你的身体出现问题，你就会了解健康的人是多么幸运。

___________________________________________

7 我不想成为轻视他人的傲慢的人。

___________________________________________

8 很多高中生不知道自己毕业后想做些什么。

___________________________________________

9 优秀的社会领袖总是考虑他们能为社会做些什么。

___________________________________________

10 医生们研究如何使人们远离各种疾病。

___________________________________________

11 暴力的电子游戏会给心理不成熟的孩子带来负面影响。

___________________________________________

12 我崇拜世宗大王，他最大的成就是发明了韩文字母，被称为Hangeul。

___________________________________________


B
 Complete the following paragraphs in English.

1 出于信任考虑，我想自己选择室友，而不是由学校指定。如果是跟我选择的室友一起住，我会觉得更舒服。我可以轻松地提出问题和解决问题。

For a trust issue, I want to choose my own roommate instead of having a roommate assigned by the school.______________________

2 我不同意我们可以从玩游戏中学习生活这个观点。老实说，我怀疑我们能否从游戏中学到东西。我们玩游戏的原因是为了缓解压力。但是，如果我们在玩游戏时试着学习点什么的话，就会感到紧张。

I do not agree with the idea that we can learn about life by playing games.______________________The reason why we play games is to relieve our stress. However, if we try to learn something while we are playing games, we will feel stressed out.

3 的确，生活应该有目标。如果不知道目标是什么，你可能无法承受任何困苦。而且我认为没有目标的生活令人悲观。

It is true that you should have a goal in your life.______________________Moreover, I believe that an aimless life makes a person pessimistic.

4 中学生还太小，不知道他们应该在学校学习什么。如果允许他们去学习自己想学的，他们就会避开难学但很重要的学科。因此，教育工作者应该帮助学生选择必要的课程。

______________________If they are allowed to learn anything they want, they may avoid the subjects which are difficult but important. Therefore, educators should help students choose the necessary courses.

5 我认为，每个学生都应该穿校服。穿校服的学生比不穿的学生惹麻烦的可能性更小。除此之外，毫无疑问，穿校服比穿休闲的衣服更节约。

In my opinion, every student should wear a school uniform.______________________In addition, there is no doubt that wearing a school uniform is more economical than wearing casual clothes.

6 我想发明一台时间机器。如果能制造出来，我就可以拜访历史上的国家领导人，告诉他们应该做什么，不应 该做什么。另外，我还可以去未来看看世界将如何变化。

I would like to invent a time machine.______________________Besides, I may go to the future and see how the world will have changed.


Unit 5 Adverb Clauses / Conditionals

状语从句 / 条件从句



A
 Adverb Clauses


1
 Time


1
 Some people tend to eat a lot when
 they feel stressed out.


2
 While
 we were sleeping, a burglar broke into the house.


3
 He plans to study abroad after
 he graduates from university.


4
 Usually, I reserve judgment on someone until
 I get to know him better.


5
 Since
 I graduated from high school, I have missed my school uniform.


6
 I agree that children should begin learning a foreign language as soon as
 they start school.


2
 Reason


1
 I want to get a high-paying job because
 I should support my family.


2
 Since
 children cannot live by themselves, their parents should be responsible for them.


3
 As
 it is raining again, we have to cancel our picnic.


3
 Condition


1
 If
 I were a pet, I would not want to live with humans.


2
 Unless
 you want to lose your job, you should be punctual. (= If you don’t want…)


3
 In case
 you are in danger, you should carry your cell phone all the time.


4
 As long as
 you are healthy, you can do anything.


4
 Contrast


1
 There are many things that you can learn from children though
 they are young.


2
 Even if
 you are well prepared for an exam, it is possible for you to make mistakes.


3
 While
 sports mainly strengthen your body, the arts can enhance your soul.


4
 Most rural areas are safe whereas
 some urban areas are dangerous even during the daytime.


5
 Purpose & Result


1
 You should keep your friends’ secrets so that
 you can be trusted. （目的）


2
 Some people are so
 immoral that
 they take advantage of others’ weaknesses. （结果）


3
 Global warming is such
 a problem that
 some islanders worry that their islands might sink. （结果）


B
 Conditionals


1
 Present Condition


If... 一般现在 ..., ... 一般现在 ...



表示没有变化的一般性的事实或规律。


1
 If water is
 boiled at 100°C, it changes
 into vapor. (= When water is boiled…)


2
 If I am
 surrounded by strangers, I feel
 unsafe. (= When I am surrounded…)


2
 The First Conditional


If... 一般现在 ..., ...will 动词原形 ...



表示只要满足条件，就有可以产生的结果。


1
 If you work
 hard, you will be
 promoted soon.


2
 If you don’t try
 anything, you won’t be
 able to decide if you like it or not.


3
 The Second Conditional


If... 一般过去 ..., ...would [could/might/should] 动词原形 ...



假设与现在或将来的情况相反的状况。


1
 If I were
 able to predict the future, I would become
 rich.


2
 If we found
 another planet to live on, we could relieve
 overpopulation on Earth.


4
 The Third Conditional


If... 过去完成 ..., ...would [could/might/should] 现在完成 ...



假设与过去的情况相反的状况。


1
 If I had done
 more research, I could have written
 a more thorough report.


2
 If we had been
 careful about the environment, the animals would have
 not lost
 their shelters.


5
 Important Structures


1
 If it were not for
 electricity, our lives would be very inconvenient.


2
 If it had not been for
 my parents’ support, I couldn’t have fi nished college.


3
 I wish
 I could travel
 back in time to meet Albert Einstein.


4
 I wish
 my country had not gone
 through the economic crisis in 1999.

Check−Up


A
 Using the appropriate conjunctions, combine the following sentence pairs.

1 People feel satisfied. + They are praised for what they have done.

→___________________________________________

人们因所作所为得到赞扬时会感到满足。

2 You do not face your problem. + You cannot solve it.

→___________________________________________

不面对问题就不可能解决问题。

3 Children will be much healthier. + They do not eat fast food.

→___________________________________________

儿童如果不吃快餐食品会更健康。

4 You quit your job. + You should give notice to your employer.

→___________________________________________

辞职前，你应该通知你的雇主。

5 Some teachers want their students to attend class. + They get sick.

→___________________________________________

有些老师希望他们的学生即使生病也要来上课。

6 I grew up in a big city. + I did not have many chances to see wildflowers.

→___________________________________________

因为我在大城市长大，所以没有太多机会看到野花。

7 You live in a foreign country. + You cannot learn its language without making an effort.

→___________________________________________

即使你住在国外，如果不付出努力，也无法学会那里的语言。

8 We all know. + Every human being is destined to die someday.

→___________________________________________

正如我们所知的，每个人都注定有一天会死亡。

9 Students attend a summer camp. + They can participate in various outdoor activities.

→___________________________________________

当学生参加夏令营时，他们可以参加各种各样的户外活动。

10 Some people prefer hiking in the mountains. + Others prefer swimming in the sea.

→___________________________________________

有些人喜欢在山间漫步，有些人则喜欢在海里游泳。


B
 Correct the errors in the following sentences. Some sentences have no errors.

1 Some cities are such dangerous that nobody is seen on the streets after dusk.

有些城市如此危险以至于黄昏后街上看不到任何人。

2 If it had not been for the Ice Age, the dinosaurs might survive much longer.

要不是冰河世纪，恐龙可能存在得更久。

3 I wish every student have his own computer at school.

我希望每个学生在学校都有自己的电脑。

4 While some people wish to work for a big company, others prefer a small company.

有些人希望在大公司工作，有些人则更喜欢在小公司工作。

5 Unless you are not willing to sacrifice yourself for your children, you should not become a parent.

除非你心甘情愿为孩子牺牲自己，否则你不应该做父母。

6 You are recommended to keep the receipt while you buy something.

建议你买东西时保留收据。

7 If we could prevent school violence, the juvenile crime rate would be much lower than now.

如果我们能预防校园暴力，那么青少年犯罪率会比现在低得多。

8 Before you miss your favorite TV show, you can watch it on the Internet.

如果你错过了喜欢的电视节目，可以在网上观看。

9 Some parents cannot take care of their children even though they love their children.

尽管有些家长很爱他们的孩子，却无法好好照顾他们。

10 As long as you move to a foreign country, you will experience cultural differences.

一旦迁居国外，你就会亲身经历文化差异。

11 Unless government agencies do not usually fire employees, they can always retire from their jobs.

政府机构通常不解雇雇员，所以他们总是退休才离开工作岗位。

12 I suggest running the subway 24 hours a day that people who work at night can use it.

我建议地铁每天运营24个小时，这样，晚上工作的人也可以乘坐。

Writing Practice


A
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 看商业广告时，我们能够得到许多有关各种产品的信息。

(a lot of information / when we / we can get / about various products / watch commercials)

___________________________________________

2 除非实现生活中的目标，否则我永不放弃。

(I will never / my goal / until / give up / I achieve / in life)

___________________________________________

3 自从出生我就没离开过我的祖国。

(my home country / I was born / I have never left / since)

___________________________________________

4 有些人愿意听从他人的命令，有些人则不愿意。

(others’ orders / feel comfortable / whereas / in following / some people / others don’t)

___________________________________________

5 如果你和别人合用一个房间，就没有太多的隐私。

(you will / share a room / much privacy / not have / with someone / if you)

___________________________________________

6 企业如果不能及时偿还贷款就可能破产。

(go bankrupt / a loan / a company / it may / unless / in time / pays back)

___________________________________________

7 有些人如此物质主义，以至于认为金钱可以解决任何问题。

(can resolve / so materialistic / money / some people are / that they think / any problem)

___________________________________________

8 你一旦决定了想从事的研究领域，就应该同你的老师讨论一下。

(with your teacher / once you decide / that you want / you should discuss it / on a field of study / to pursue)

___________________________________________

9 在寻求他人帮助前，你应该尝试独立解决问题。

(to solve / before / you ask / alone / you should try / for others’ help / your problem)

___________________________________________

10 在城市里，购买必需品很容易，因为便利店到处都是。

(everywhere / because / easily / in a city / buy necessities / convenience stores are / you can)

___________________________________________


B
 Using the given words or phrases, translate the following into English.

1 我希望我不必穿校服。 (I wish)

___________________________________________

2 只有逐步建立了信任，你才可能结交到好朋友。 (until)

___________________________________________

3 随着时间的推移，世界经济衰退似乎变得更糟了。 (economic recession; as)

___________________________________________

4 如果你长生不老，想吃多少垃圾食品都可以。 (if; immortal)

___________________________________________

5 只有当我做好准备时，才能在其他人面前自信地讲话。 (only when)

___________________________________________

6 如果你成为一个社区的居民，就应该参加一些社区活动。 (if; community)

___________________________________________

7 如果和其他人一起学习，你可能很容易分心。 (if; get distracted)

___________________________________________

8 只要我们拥有言论自由，就能形成舆论。 (as long as)

___________________________________________

9 由于我们一直在污染河流和海洋，所以不久以后纯净水将被我们用光。 (because; before long)

___________________________________________

10 有些人如此愚蠢，以至于没有意识到大自然有多么重要。 (so ~ that ~)

___________________________________________

11 由于现在学生们有漫长的暑假，所以他们可以去其他国家旅行。 (since)

___________________________________________

12 如果我是总统，我会加大对教育的投入。 (if; invest in)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge


A
 Translate the following into English.

1 如果我住在大城市，我每周末都会去博物馆参观。

___________________________________________

2 直到失去健康时，人们才会知道健康的可贵。

___________________________________________

3 我喜欢夏天，因为夏天让我回忆起童年。

___________________________________________

4 大多数孩子喜欢雪，而大多数成年人则讨厌雪。

___________________________________________

5 如果没有核武器和恐怖主义，世界会变得更安全。

___________________________________________

6 一旦与其他人组成了学习小组，你就应该遵守小组规则。

___________________________________________

7 以防在国外走失，你最好带一张那里的地图。

___________________________________________

8 如果人们思考得更深入些，就会知道运动对青少年很重要。

___________________________________________

9 有些人只要能赚很多钱就不会在意他们做什么样的工作。

___________________________________________

10 如果父母总是不断帮助孩子处理他们引起的问题，孩子就不可能学会负责。

___________________________________________

11 乐观的态度有益于精神健康，因为它使你免于沮丧的心情。

___________________________________________

12 尽管受过良好教育的教师的人数在增加，但是学生仍然想出国留学。

___________________________________________


B
 Complete the following paragraphs in English.

1 我希望我能住在小城镇里，因为我想多花点时间和邻居们在一起。尽管我已经在大城市的公寓里住了5年，但 是我甚至都不知道谁住在我隔壁。

______________________Though I have been living in an apartment building in a big city for five years, I do not even know who lives next door to me.

2 当你和其他人玩游戏时，无论赢输，都能玩得很开心。除非是在比赛中，否则即使在游戏中获胜也没有奖励。如果没有奖励或处罚，你就不会在意结果，就会在玩的时候尽情享乐。

______________________Unless you are in a competition, there are no benefits even if you win the game. And, if there are no benefits or penalties, you will not care about the results but will try to have a good time while you are playing.

3 从世界工业化开始，人类牺牲了太多重要的东西，比如：纯净水、动物和森林。如果人类继续破坏自然，那么到下个世纪将不会再有自然资源。

Since the world started to industrialize, humans have sacrificed too many important things. Some examples are clean water, animals, and forests.______________________

4 如果我能如愿拥有可供使用的土地，我要建一所孤儿院。大多数儿童都有父母照料，可有些孩子没有父母，也没有住所。我希望我能给那些孩子一个家。

If I had some land to use as I wished, I would like to build an orphanage.______________________I wish I could give a home to those children.

5 我想更改我们学校图书馆的规定，这样，镇上的每个人都可以使用图书馆。要是每个人都能用学校图书馆， 我们就不用建公共图书馆了。这样，我们能省很多钱。

I want to change my school library’s rules so that everyone in our town can use the library.______________________As a result, we could save a lot of money.

6 如果我们根据自己的经历去学习生活，那么我们就无法了解他人是如何以不同的方式思考生活的。尽管亲身经历不同的事情非常重要，但我们也应该了解，生活是如何可以以不同的方式经历的。

______________________Though it is important to experience various things by ourselves, we should also understand how life can be experienced differently.


PART 2 Essential TOEFL®
 Collocations

Collocation is the way words combine with other words to produce natural-sounding speech and writing. In English, every written or spoken expression is more or less related to collocation, and millions of word combinations are highly predictable to native speakers of English. Therefore, knowing frequently used collocations is essential for natural, accurate English. By learning common TOEFL®
 collocations in this part, you will be able to write your ideas fluently and precisely.
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Unit 6 School & Education


1
 　a field of study　研究领域


2
 　a secondary school　中学


3
 　assign homework to someone　给某人布置家庭作业


4
 　attend a summer camp　参加夏令营


5
 　attend classes　上课


6
 　attend college/university　上大学


7
 　be competent in　在……方面有能力；能胜任……


8
 　be/get involved in outdoor activities　参与户外活动


9
 　be required to-V　必须……，被要求……


10
 　begin formal education　开始正规教育


11
 　build/establish a school　建学校


12
 　career preparation　职业准备


13
 　compulsory subjects　必修科目


14
 　develop expertise in　培养在……方面的专长


15
 　earn a credit　获得学分


16
 　expand one’s knowledge　拓展知识


17
 　extracurricular activities　课外活动


18
 　face a problem　面对问题


19
 　feel peer pressure　感到来自同龄人的压力


20
 　form a study group　组成学习小组


21
 　gain knowledge from　从……获得知识


22
 　gain updated information　获得最新信息


23
 　get a good education　受到良好的教育


24
 　get a good grade　取得好成绩


25
 　give someone a prize for 　因……给某人奖励


26
 　go through puberty　经历青春期


27
 　go to a private school　上私立学校


28
 　graduate from school　从学校毕业


29
 　have a choice of 　有……的选择


30
 　have a diploma in　有……文凭/学历


31
 　have a discussion about　进行关于……的讨论


32
 　have a strong curiosity about　对……有强烈的好奇心


33
 　have a strong impact on 　对……有很大影响


34
 　have the opportunity to-V　有机会……


35
 　increase one’s potential capability　增加某人的潜力


36
 　increase the education budget　增加教育预算


37
 　learn by oneself 　自学


38
 　learn by V-ing 　通过……学习


39
 　lecture in class 　讲座


40
 　live in a dormitory　住宿舍


41
 　major in　主修


42
 　make a change in　在……方面作出改变


43
 　offer an educational opportunity　提供教育机会


44
 　optional subjects　选修科目


45
 　organize one’s thoughts　理清思路


46
 　participate in a class discussion　参与课堂讨论


47
 　prevent school violence　预防校园暴力


48
 　promote creative thinking　提倡创造性思维


49
 　pursue one’s individual interest　追求个人兴趣


50
 　put a priority on　优先考虑……


51
 　real life experience　现实生活经验


52
 　share a room with someone 　与某人同住一室


53
 　share ideas with someone　与某人分享观点


54
 　study abroad 　出国留学


55
 　study with a group　与小组一起学习


56
 　take an orientation course for　参加……的新生引导课程


57
 　use the school facilities　使用学校设备


58
 　wear a school uniform 　穿校服


59
 　with the help of　在……的帮助下


60
 　work as a team　作为团队工作

Check−Up


Match the words or phrases on the left to the correct collocates on the right.


Basic Drill A
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1　拓展知识　expand one’s knowledge


2　讲座　______________________

3　在……方面有能力；能胜任…… 　______________________

4　作为团队工作　______________________

5　职业准备　______________________

6　获得学分　______________________

7　组成学习小组　______________________

8　与某人分享观点　______________________

9　中学　______________________

10　出国留学　______________________

11　参加夏令营　______________________

12　培养在……方面的专长　______________________


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill B
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1　现实生活经验　real life experience


2　经历青春期　

3　优先考虑……　______________________

4　理清思路　______________________

5　开始正规教育　______________________

6　取得好成绩　______________________

7　提供教育机会　______________________

8　预防校园暴力　______________________

9　自学　______________________

10　从……获得知识 　______________________

11　给某人布置家庭作业 　______________________

12　追求个人兴趣 　______________________

Writing Practice


A
 Complete the following by filling in the blanks with the appropriate collocations.

1 同龄人会对青少年在校的学习表现产生很大影响。

Peers can______________________a teenager’s performance in his/her studies at school.

2 我认为最好作为团队工作，以赢得比赛。

I think it is better to______________________to win the competition.

3 如果与某人合住一个房间，你就会在短时间内了解他/她的性格。

If you______________________someone, you can learn about his/her personality in a short period of time.

4 如果能够预防校园暴力，那么青少年犯罪率也将有望下降。

If we can______________________, it is expected that the juvenile crime rate will decrease as well.

5 对自己的行为负责是改变生活的第一步。

Taking responsibility for your own behavior will be the first step to______________________your life.

6 自学可能要比听人讲授花更长的时间。

______________________may take a longer time than being taught by someone.

7 在现代技术的帮助下，一些大学生在家上课。

______________________modern technology, some college students take classes at home.

8 我们应该为每一个社会成员提供教育机会。

We should______________________to every member of our society.

9 图书馆使学生们能够获得有关多种主题的最新信息。

Libraries enable students to______________________about a variety of topics.

10 如果不能面对问题，你就无法解决问题。

Unless you______________________, you cannot solve it.

11 在我看来，读书是拓展知识的最佳方式。

In my opinion, reading books is the best way to______________________.

12 教师应该鼓励其学生为身体发育积极参与户外运动。

Teachers should encourage their students to______________________actively for their physical development.


B
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 我想在大学主修生物学。

(major in / I want to / at university / biology)

___________________________________________

2 如果有必要，教师会为学生提供课程材料。

(class materials / if necessary / teachers provide / for their students)

___________________________________________

3 上中学时我参加过一次夏令营，并且结识了很多朋友。

(I attended / in middle school / and made many friends / a summer camp)

___________________________________________

4 许多公立和私立学校要求学生穿校服。

(require students / to wear / many public and private schools / school uniforms)

___________________________________________

5 与小组一起学习通常没有自己学习效率那么高。

(studying by oneself / is often / studying with a group / not as efficient as)

___________________________________________

6 如果你住在宿舍，你可以结识来自其他文化背景的人。

(you can get / in a dormitory / to know people / if you live / from other cultural backgrounds)

___________________________________________

7 孩子们通常对他们从未见过的事物有强烈的好奇心。

(a strong curiosity / children usually have / they have not seen before / about things)

___________________________________________

8 在我看来，六岁开始正规教育太早了。

(at the age of 6 / formal education / is too early / in my opinion / to begin)

___________________________________________

9 我认为，大多数选修科目和必修科目一样重要。

(compulsory subjects / I believe / are as important as / most optional subjects)

___________________________________________

10 很多公司要求其员工能够操作计算机。

(their employees / in computers / to be competent / many companies require)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge

Translate the following into English.

1 老师和学生都必须满怀热情地参与课堂讨论。

___________________________________________

2 让孩子出国留学对父母来说要花很多钱。

___________________________________________

3 人们上大学除了为学习知识，还为做职业准备。

___________________________________________

4 所有的学生都应该有机会参与户外活动。

___________________________________________

5 学校为学生提供了提高潜力的机会。

___________________________________________

6 写读书报告的目的是与他人分享你对所读的这本书的看法。

___________________________________________

7 写作时，你能更好地理清思路。

___________________________________________

8 有时，人们通过犯错得到教训。

___________________________________________

9 有些学生不想上学，因为他们感到来自同龄人的压力。

___________________________________________

10 我认为，应该要求每个学生每周读一本书。

___________________________________________

11 为了激发创造性思维，有些人到大自然中探险。

___________________________________________

12 现实生活经验与在学校学到的知识同等重要。

___________________________________________

13 校园生活不仅包括上课，还包括与其他学生相处。

___________________________________________

14 政府应该增加教育预算，以便每所学校都能有自己的图书馆。

___________________________________________

15 每个人都可以选择是生存还是死亡。

___________________________________________

16 如果有个长长的暑假，我们可以利用它培养在某个领域的专长。

___________________________________________

17 在我看来，每位小学教师都应该有心理学文凭。

___________________________________________

18 比起读书，我更喜欢看电视，因为我从电视中获得知识比从书中更容易。

___________________________________________

19 一旦与其他人组成学习小组，你就应该遵守小组规则。

___________________________________________

20 有些人犯罪是因为他们只把个人所得放在第一位。

___________________________________________


Unit 7 Family & Society


1
 　agree to obey　同意遵守


2
 　be celebrated for　因……而著名


3
 　be committed to　致力于……


4
 　be emotionally attached to　情感上依附于……


5
 　be hospitable to　对……友好


6
 　be in need of help　需要帮助


7
 　be isolated from　孤立于……


8
 　become a resident of　成为……的居民


9
 　benefit from　从……中获益


10
 　build a monument to　修建……纪念碑


11
 　build social skills　培养社会技能


12
 　build up trust 　建立信任


13
 　can afford to-V　负担得起……


14
 　do something for a living　为生计做某事


15
 　drop in at a shopping center　顺便去购物中心


16
 　feel an attraction to　感觉被……吸引


17
 　feel connected 　感觉有联系


18
 　feel secure　感到安全


19
 　follow in one’s footsteps　步某人后尘，效仿某人


20
 　form public opinion 　形成舆论


21
 　form an organization　建立组织


22
 　gain the support of　获得……的支持


23
 　get along with　与……相处


24
 　have a close relationship with 　与……有密切关系


25
 　have a sense of community　有社区意识


26
 　have a tendency to-V 　有……的倾向


27
 　have high standards 　有高标准


28
 　improve public transportation 　改善公共交通


29
 　It is generally agreed that ~ 　普遍认同……


30
 　keep an eye on　照看；留心


31
 　keep something in mind　记住某事


32
 　keep up with 　跟上


33
 　live in a suburban area　住在郊区


34
 　make a contribution to　对……作出贡献


35
 　make an important decision for　作出重要决定


36
 　participate in community activities　参加社区活动


37
 　pass on one’s values to　将某人的价值观传递给……


38
 　pledge loyalty to　宣誓对……效忠


39
 　practise a particular religion　信仰某种宗教


40
 　put down roots 　扎根


41
 　remind someone of something　使某人想起某事


42
 　resolve a problem 　解决问题


43
 　show leadership skills 　展现领导才能


44
 　show respect to 　对……表示尊敬


45
 　support a family 　养家


46
 　teenage delinquency 　青少年犯罪


47
 　treat someone as something　把某人看作……


48
 　use public transportation 　使用公共交通工具


49
 　visit one’s neighborhood 　拜访邻居


50
 　without V-ing 　没有……

Check−Up


Match the words or phrases on the left to the correct collocates on the right.


Basic Drill A
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1　同意遵守　agree to obey


2　养家　______________________

3　有社区意识　______________________

4　拜访邻居　______________________

5　感觉有联系　______________________

6　宣誓对……效忠　______________________

7　展现领导才能　______________________

8　住在郊区　______________________

9　顺便去购物中心　______________________

10　获得……的支持　______________________

11　参加社区活动　______________________

12　青少年犯罪　______________________


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill B

[image: ]


1　改善公共交通　improve public transportation


2　修建……纪念碑　______________________

3　成为……的居民　______________________

4　对……表示尊敬　______________________

5　需要帮助　______________________

6　信仰某种宗教　______________________

7　对……作出贡献　______________________

8　步某人后尘，效仿某人　______________________

9　情感上依附于……　______________________

10　致力于……　______________________

11　建立组织　______________________

12　培养社会技能　______________________

Writing Practice


A
 Complete　the following by filling in the blanks with the appropriate collocations.

1 有些邻居不能和睦相处。

Some neighbors do not______________________each other.

2 只要你有好的意向，不需要很多钱就可以组建一个机构。

If you have good intentions, you do not need a lot of money to______________________.

3 人工作不仅是为了赚钱，也是为了对社会作贡献。

A person needs to have a job not only to earn money but also to______________________society.

4 被宠坏的孩子有依赖他人的倾向。

A spoiled child______________________depend on others.

5 亚洲人通常比西方人社区意识更强。

Asians usually______________________than Westerners.

6 警察非常努力地工作以使市民感到安全。

Police officers work very hard to make citizens______________________.

7 孩子倾向于效仿同性家长。

Children tend to______________________.

8 现在，年轻人不知道如何对老年人表示尊敬。

These days, young people do not know how to______________________the elderly.

9 在城市里，使用公共交通工具比自己开车更节省时间。

In a city, it is more time-efficient to______________________than to drive a car.

10 教师应该建议学生参加社团活动。

Teachers should recommend their students to______________________.

11 如果父母总是为孩子作重大决定，那么孩子就可能无法学会承担责任。

If parents keep______________________their children, the children may not be able to learn responsibility.

12 比起冬天，我更喜欢夏天，因为夏天使我回忆起童年。

I prefer summer to winter since summer______________________some memories from my childhood.


B
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 父母试图将其价值观传给他们的孩子。

(to pass on / to their children / their values / parents try)

___________________________________________

2 要结交一个好朋友，首先必须建立信任。

(a good friend / you have to / in order to make / build up trust first)

___________________________________________

3 我相信没有人想被孤立。

(from others / nobody wants / I believe / to be isolated)

___________________________________________

4 尽管孩子们不同意他们父母的规定，但是也应该遵守。

(children should agree / even if / their parents’ rules / they disagree with / to obey them)

___________________________________________

5 政府应该将税收用于帮助那些需要帮助的人。

(the government should use / who are in need of help / for those people / its revenues)

___________________________________________

6 我想找一份工作，这样我就能买得起车了。

(buy a car / I want to / afford to / get a job / I can / so that)

___________________________________________

7 为了解决问题，你首先得了解问题。

(understand the problem first / in order to / you have to / resolve a problem)

___________________________________________

8 人们沉迷于网络是因为他们想感觉到与其他人的联系。

(feel connected / to the Internet / people get addicted / because they want to / with others)

___________________________________________

9 学生们必须记住，他们的梦想比任何事都重要。

(keep it in mind / more important / students have to / that their dreams are / than anything else)

___________________________________________

10 人们普遍认为，韩国人不喜欢当众讲话。

(speak in public / do not like to / it is generally agreed that / Korean people)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge

Translate the following into English.

1 学生必须在毕业前决定将来靠什么谋生。

___________________________________________

2 你不作出牺牲，就很难养家糊口。

___________________________________________

3 一旦做出承诺，你就应该努力信守承诺。

___________________________________________

4 小孩子对待宠物像对待玩具一样。

___________________________________________

5 由于我们有言论自由，所以不管多大年纪，我们都能形成舆论。

___________________________________________

6 父母对孩子高标准严要求是因为他们爱自己的孩子。

___________________________________________

7 地铁作为一种改善公共交通的方式，我建议它每天24小时运营。

___________________________________________

8 有些人说，青少年犯罪对青少年的心理成长不是必需的。

___________________________________________

9 我想与我所有的同学建立融洽的关系。

___________________________________________

10 在韩国文化中，人们通常不为活着的人修建纪念碑。

___________________________________________

11 有依赖性的孩子通常在情感上过于依赖他们的父母。

12 我们有责任将我们好的价值观传递给我们的孩子。

___________________________________________

13 信仰某种宗教，你必须打心底里遵守该宗教的教义。

___________________________________________

14 除非你向学生展示出领导才能，否则你无法成为一名好老师。

___________________________________________

15 我认为人们在一个地方扎根之前不得不住在不同的地方。

___________________________________________

16 人们倾向于对同一群体的成员友好。

___________________________________________

17 如果你住在郊区，你就会有很多了解你的邻居的机会。

___________________________________________

18 儿童通常从幼儿园开始培养他们的社会技能。

___________________________________________

19 在试图从家人那里获得帮助前，你应该试着在没有他们的帮助下自己做。

___________________________________________

20 如果拜访一下朋友的邻居，你可能会更好地了解你的朋友。

___________________________________________


Unit 8 Economy & Business


1
 　a defective product　次品


2
 　a job description 　职位描述


3
 　an increase in population 　人口的增长


4
 　be in great demand 　需求旺盛


5
 　be on the market　出售，上市


6
 　be self-employed/one’s own boss 　自主经营


7
 　be unwilling to-V 　不愿……


8
 　be willing to-V 　愿意……


9
 　boost the economy　促进经济发


10
 　boss someone around 　指使某人


11
 　build one’s career　建立事业


12
 　call in late 　因迟到打电话请假


13
 　call in sick 　打电话请病假


14
 　cannot afford to-V 　无法负担……


15
 　charge higher prices 　索价较高


16
 　climb the corporate ladder 　升职


17
 　compensate for　赔偿


18
 　complain in writing/person 　写信 / 亲自投诉


19
 　develop interpersonal skills 　培养处理人际关系的技能


20
 　discourage productivity　生产力下降


21
 　earn money　挣钱


22
 　encourage competition 　鼓励竞争


23
 　enter the workforce 　就业


24
 　feel a sense of accomplishment 　有成就感


25
 　find employment 　找到工作


26
 　get a promotion 　得到提升


27
 　get a refund on 　获得……的退款


28
 　get paid by the hour/day/week　按小时 / 天 / 周取得报酬


29
 　go bankrupt　破产


30
 　have a market share of ~　拥有……的市场占有率


31
 　have a positive attitude towards 　对……持积极态度


32
 　in the line of duty 　在履行职责时


33
 　invest in 　投资于


34
 　keep a good work environment　保持一个良好的工作环境


35
 　leave one’s job 　辞职


36
 　lower the interest rate　降低利率


37
 　make a budget for 　为……做预算


38
 　make a complaint about 　对……投诉


39
 　make a living　谋生


40
 　make a profit　获利


41
 　make ends meet　收支平衡


42
 　make up a loss　弥补损失


43
 　meet the qualifications　合格


44
 　minimize one’s cost of living 　将生活费降到最低


45
 　obtain an entry-level position　获得最底层职位


46
 　overcome an economic recession 　克服经济衰退


47
 　pay back a loan 　偿还贷款


48
 　pay taxes　缴税


49
 　raise the prestige of 　提高声望


50
 　retire from one’s job　退休


51
 　return corporate profits to society　将企业赢利回报给社会


52
 　seek a career in　找……领域的工作


53
 　split the cost of　平均分摊费用


54
 　start (up) a business　开始一项业务


55
 　submit one’s résumé 　递交简历


56
 　transfer someone to another department 　将某人调任到另一个部门


57
 　understand the market principle　了解市场原则


58
 　urge someone to-V 　敦促 / 极力主张某人……


59
 　work part-time　兼职


60
 　work overtime 　加班

Check−Up


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill A
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1　赔偿　compensate for


2　平均分摊费用　______________________

3　获利　______________________

4　找到工作　______________________

5　促进经济发展　______________________

6　保持一个良好的工作环境　______________________

7　偿还贷款　______________________

8　升职　______________________

9　收支平衡　______________________

10　降低利率　______________________

11　找……领域的工作　______________________

12　提高声望　______________________

Basic Drill B
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1　获得最底层职位　obtain an entry-level position


2　生产力下降　______________________

3　辞职　______________________

4　次品　______________________

5　加班　______________________

6　获得……的退款　______________________

7　为……做预算　______________________

8　培养处理人际关系的技能　______________________

9　出售，上市　______________________

10　兼职　______________________

11　克服经济衰退　______________________

12　递交简历　______________________

Writing Practice


A
 Complete the following by filling in the blanks with the appropriate collocations.

1 人们应该对实现自己的潜力持积极态度。

People should______________________fulfilling their potential.

2 当一个人获得最底层职位时，他 / 她一定有很多东西要学。

When a person______________________, he or she must have a lot of things to learn.

3 一个优秀的管理者知道如何鼓励员工竞争。

A good supervisor knows how to______________________among employees.

4 员工有时不得不在没有额外报酬的情况下加班。

Employees sometimes have to______________________without extra payment.

5 当你想辞职时，你应该提前通知你的雇主。

When you want to______________________, you should notify your employer in advance.

6 企业把大量裁员作为弥补损失的一种方式。

As a way to______________________, companies have laid off many of their employees.

7 在大公司得到晋升和找一份新工作一样难。

______________________at a large company is as difficult as finding a new job.

8 我们的政府负担不起全国所有的穷人。

Our government______________________help all the poor in our country.

9 现在，越来越多的公司将企业赢利回报给社会。

More and more companies are______________________today.

10 买东西时，你必须保留收据以便以后能获得退款。

You have to keep the receipt when you buy something so that you can______________________it later.

11 由于韩国是一个水资源匮乏的国家，政府收取的水价比其他国家高。

As Korea is a water-deficient country, the government______________________ on water than other countries.

12 如果银行降低抵押利率，那么将有更多的人拥有自己的房子。

If banks______________________for mortgages, more people will be able to have their own houses.


B
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 申请工作时，你必须递交简历。

(you have / for a job / to submit / when you apply / your résumé)

___________________________________________

2 甚至连垃圾都是国家获利的一个重要因素。

(to make a profit / even garbage is / in the country / an important element)

___________________________________________

3 对人们来说，心甘情愿为他人牺牲自己并不容易。

(for people / sacrifice themselves / to be willing to / it is not easy / for others)

___________________________________________

4 产品质量能提升生产该产品的企业的声望。

(the prestige of the company / the quality of a product / raises / which made it)

___________________________________________

5 为了能在公司中谋得一个高职位，你应该培养处理人际关系的技能。

(get a high position / in a company / interpersonal skills / in order to / you should develop)

___________________________________________

6 很多学生试图在大学期间得到一个实习职位，以便建立他们的事业。

(to get internships / while they are / many students try / to build their careers / in college)

___________________________________________

7 在申请工作之前，你应该确认自己是否符合所申请职位的资格。

(of the job position / before applying for a job / if you meet the qualifications / you should make sure)

___________________________________________

8 万一你不能按时去上班，你必须打电话请假。

(on time / you have to / you cannot / call in late / in case / go to work)

___________________________________________

9 企业在花钱之前先做预算。

(on something / companies make / before spending money / a budget for it)

___________________________________________

10 现在，电脑的需求量很大，所以我们经常能在电视上看到电脑广告。

(in great demand / on TV very often / so we can see / these days / computers are / computer commercials)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge

Translate the following into English.

1 为了取得商业成功，了解市场原则很重要。

___________________________________________

2 有些企业从不解雇员工，但允许员工退休。

___________________________________________

3 利率是促进经济发展的最重要的因素之一。

___________________________________________

4 如果一家公司没有足够的钱偿还贷款，那么它有可能以破产告终。

___________________________________________

5 提高生产率以维持一个良好的工作环境是很重要的。

___________________________________________

6 如果你想为部门雇人，你必须对职位描述进行说明。

___________________________________________

7 很多人应该为了谋生努力工作。

___________________________________________

8 有工作的好处之一就是赚钱。

___________________________________________

9 如果我们不纳税，公立学校就会缺少收入。

___________________________________________

10 为了升职，你必须与其他人竞争。

___________________________________________

11 在小组项目中，你会有一种成就感，并可与其他人分享这份成就感。

___________________________________________

12 没有人会喜欢指使人的管理者。

___________________________________________

13 你必须将生活费降到最低，为将来攒钱。

___________________________________________

14 写信投诉比亲自投诉更有效。

___________________________________________

15 两个公司合作时平均分摊生产成本。

___________________________________________

16 比起按天取得报酬，我更喜欢按小时，因为我的工作总是需要加班。

___________________________________________

17 克服经济衰退需要每个人的努力。

___________________________________________

18 如果你每周都打电话请病假，就没人会相信你了。

___________________________________________

19 现在，很多人都想自主经营。

___________________________________________

20 企业不能极力主张员工将自己的全部精力都奉献给公司。

___________________________________________


Unit 9 Living & Thinking


1
 　adapt to a situation 　适应形势


2
 　after careful thought 　认真考虑后


3
 　a rite of passage　成人仪式


4
 　as a token of 　作为……的征兆


5
 　assume responsibility 　承担责任


6
 　be beneficial to　对……有益


7
 　be confident in 　对……有信心


8
 　be critical of 　对……持批判态度


9
 　be flexible in 　灵活的


10
 　be responsible for 　对……负责


11
 　behave in a different way 　以不同的方式表现


12
 　break a bad habit 　改掉坏习惯


13
 　do something as a routine 　按常规做某事


14
 　endure hardship 　承受磨难


15
 　get into trouble 　惹上麻烦


16
 　get stressed out 　压力过大


17
 　go on a shopping spree 　疯狂购物


18
 　harm a friendship 　伤害友谊


19
 　have a workout 　锻炼


20
 　have common sense 　有常识


21
 　have a sense of humor 　有幽默感


22
 　have a sociable character 　喜欢社交


23
 　have an optimistic/a pessimistic attitude 　持乐观 / 悲观态度


24
 　have nothing/much/little to do with　没有 / 有很大 / 没多大关系


25
 　have regrets about　对……感到遗憾


26
 　have a taste in/for　有品味


27
 　have trust in　相信


28
 　hone a skill 　磨炼技巧


29
 　increase one’s quality of life　提高某人的生活质量


30
 　judge someone/something by something　根据某事物判断某人 / 某事


31
 　keep a secret　保守秘密


32
 　live by a rule 　按规律生活


33
 　live one’s own life 　过某人自己的生活


34
 　look down on 　轻视， 瞧不起


35
 　look up to 　尊敬


36
 　make a careful decision 　谨慎地作决定


37
 　make a good/bad impression on　给……留下好 / 坏印象


38
 　make a mistake/an error　犯错误


39
 　move to a new place 　搬到新地方


40
 　plan ahead 　提前计划


41
 　provide good nutrition for 　为……提供良好的营养


42
 　put up with 　忍受


43
 　reach a turning point 　到达转折点


44
 　relieve one’s stress 　减轻压力


45
 　save money for a rainy day 　存钱以备不时之需


46
 　set a goal 　设定目标


47
 　set one’s priorities 　设定优先级


48
 　slow down　放慢速度


49
 　stay out of trouble 　远离麻烦


50
 　stay up late 　熬夜


51
 　suffer sleep deprivation 　失眠


52
 　take the risk of　冒……的险


53
 　take action 　采取行动


54
 　take advantage of 　利用


55
 　take a rest　休息一下


56
 　take medicine 　吃药


57
 　take one’s side　支持某人


58
 　take one’s time 　从容不迫


59
 　take the initiative to-V 　带头


60
 　tell the truth 　说实话

Check−Up
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1　伤害友谊　harm a friendship


2　适应形势　______________________

3　吃药　______________________

4　减轻压力　______________________

5　改掉坏习惯　______________________

6　对……感到遗憾　______________________

7　失眠　______________________

8　磨炼技巧　______________________

9　承受磨难　______________________

10　搬到一个新地方　______________________

11　谨慎地作决定　______________________

12　设定目标　______________________


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.
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1　说实话　tell the truth


2　设定优先级　______________________

3　以不同的方式表现　______________________

4　按规律生活　______________________

5　锻炼　______________________

6　伤害友谊　______________________

7　为……提供良好的营养　______________________

8　到达转折点　______________________

9　做出冲动行为　______________________

10　有常识　______________________

11　支持某人　______________________

12　成人仪式　______________________

Writing Practice


A
 Complete the following by filling in the blanks with the appropriate collocations.

1 我们应该在花钱之前提前计划。

We should______________________before spending money.

2 有些人有压力时疯狂购物。

Some people______________________when they______________________.

3 我们不应该为了达到自己的目的利用他人的弱点。

We should not______________________others’ weaknesses in order to achieve our goals.

4 孩子应该尊敬他们的父母。

Children should______________________their parents.

5 希望使我们承受生活中的磨难。

Hope makes us______________________in our lives.

6 由于不考虑后果，青少年常常惹上麻烦。

Teenagers often______________________because they do not think of the consequences.

7 如果认真考虑之后再行动，你的计划就会成功。

If you act______________________, you will succeed in your plans.

8 我爸爸生活很有规律，他每天六点起床，十点睡觉。

My father______________________; he wakes up at 6 o’clock and goes to bed at 10 o’clock every day.

9 大多数人攒钱是以备不时之需。

Most people______________________.

10 人们有时瞧不起其他人。

People sometimes______________________others.

11 学习时能让你精神振奋的一个好办法就是经常休息片刻。

When you study, a good way to refresh your mind is to______________________regularly.

12 我相信我的朋友，因为他总是支持我。

I trust my friend because he always______________________.


B
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 依我看，人性本善，但人有时也会犯错误。

(human nature is good / make mistakes / in my view / but people sometimes)

___________________________________________

2 守时的人给别人留下好印象。

(makes / on others / a good impression / a punctual person)

___________________________________________

3 定期锻炼有益于身体健康。

(is helpful to / your physical health / getting a regular workout)

___________________________________________

4 有时，获得一份新工作就是到达了人生的转折点。

(in life / sometimes / is reaching / a turning point / getting a new job)

___________________________________________

5 我相信我的家人，因此我与他们分享我的秘密。

(with them / my family / my secrets / I have trust in / so I share)

___________________________________________

6 我尽力忍受别人的错误，因为我也可能会犯同样的错误。

(the same ones / others’ mistakes / because I may make / I try to put up with)

___________________________________________

7 为了与他人保持良好的关系，你应该具备优秀的处理人际关系的能力。

(you should / in order to / maintain good relationships / have good interpersonal skills / with others)

___________________________________________

8 为了健康，为自己提供良好的营养很重要。

(to provide good nutrition / it is important / for yourself / in order to be healthy)

___________________________________________

9 有常识跟聪慧没多大关系。

(having common sense / being intelligent / has little to do with)

___________________________________________

10 如果你想快乐，对生活有个乐观的态度很重要。

(to be happy / to have an optimistic attitude / it is important / if you want / towards life)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge

Translate the following into English.

1 如果你有很多事要做，那么你应该在行动前设定优先顺序。

___________________________________________

2 有些人害怕在公共场合讲话，因为他们对自己缺乏信心。

___________________________________________

3 如果能冒险重新开始，那么你就不会惧怕失败。

___________________________________________

4 由于来自同龄人的压力，有些学生无法远离麻烦。

___________________________________________

5 与他人之间的良好关系能提高一个人的生活质量。

___________________________________________

6 有些人无法改掉坏习惯，因为他们已经养成了这些习惯。

___________________________________________

7 以貌取人是不明智的。

___________________________________________

8 有时，放慢速度是最快的方式。

___________________________________________

9 保守秘密并不总能证明一个人是好人。

___________________________________________

10 移民有段艰难的时期，因为他们需要适应新环境。

___________________________________________

11 有些人对其他人吹毛求疵，评价自己时却宽宏大量。

___________________________________________

12 缺少与家人的交流无益于心理健康。

___________________________________________

13 我喜欢交际，所以我无法忍受独自在家。

___________________________________________

14 如果担心药物有副作用，那么你最好在吃药前咨询医生。

___________________________________________

15 对自己真诚意味着对自己说实话。

___________________________________________

16 如果青少年具备勇气，那么挫折对于他们来说只是成长的标志。

___________________________________________

17 不成功的人往往态度悲观，而成功的人都是乐天派。

___________________________________________

18 在大学选择专业时，你应该谨慎作决定。

___________________________________________

19 如果每个人在每件事上的品味都相同，那么这个世界将会很无聊。

___________________________________________

20 乐观的人尽量不对他们无法改变的事感到遗憾。

___________________________________________


Unit 10 Culture & Leisure


1
 　a copycat crime 　模仿犯罪


2
 　a couch potato 　整天坐着看电视的人


3
 　a cultural legacy 　文化遗产


4
 　a guided tour 　有导游陪同的旅游


5
 　adopt a custom from another country 　接纳另一个国家的风俗


6
 　affect one’s behavior 　影响某人的行为


7
 　appreciate art 　欣赏 / 鉴赏艺术


8
 　attend a live performance 　去现场看演出


9
 　be attracted to 　被……吸引，沉迷于……


10
 　be in vogue 　流行，时髦


11
 　be on exhibit 　展览


12
 　be one’s opponent in 　在……方面是某人的对手


13
 　become an idol to teenagers 　成为青少年的偶像


14
 　carry on an activity 　开展活动


15
 　celebrate a festival　庆祝节日


16
 　celebrate a national holiday 　庆祝法定假日


17
 　develop a culture 　发展文化


18
 　develop a research center 　建立研究中心


19
 　dress in a traditional costume 　穿传统服装


20
 　dress in the costume of　穿……衣服


21
 　during recess 　休息期间


22
 　engage in a cultural activity 　参加 / 从事文化活动


23
 　enjoy outdoor activities 　享受户外活动


24
 　exercise one’s imaginative power 　发挥某人的想象力


25
 　experience jet lag 　经历时差


26
 　follow a local custom 　遵循当地的风俗


27
 　follow a rule 　遵守规则


28
 　get motion sickness 　有运动病（指晕车、晕船、晕机等）


29
 　give a ride to someone　让某人搭载


30
 　give/express an opinion 　表达观点


31
 　hand down a tradition 　传承传统


32
 　have a knack for 　有……技能


33
 　have an effect on 　对……有影响


34
 　have leisure　有空


35
 　have one’s spare time 　有空闲时间


36
 　have the opportunity to-V 　有机会……


37
 　hold/throw a party　举办聚会


38
 　keep a first aid kit 　备有急救箱


39
 　lead public opinion 　引导公众舆论


40
 　make a bonfire 　点燃篝火


41
 　make/shoot a film about 　拍……电影


42
 　make a reservation 　预订


43
 　make history 　创造历史


44
 　model oneself on someone　以某人做榜样


45
 　play a musical instrument　演奏乐器


46
 　recharge one’s batteries 　充电


47
 　recommend someone to-V 　建议某人……


48
 　replace something with something　以……代替……


49
 　respect cultural differences 　尊重文化差异


50
 　save face 　保全面子


51
 　show creativity 　表现创造力


52
 　speak a different language from 　说与……不同的语言


53
 　subscribe to a newspaper/magazine 　订阅报纸 / 杂志


54
 　take a break from one’s routine 　从日常事务中得到片刻休息


55
 　travel abroad　出国旅游

Check−Up
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1　出国旅游　travel abroad


2　有运动病　______________________

3　穿传统服装　______________________

4　休息期间　______________________

5　保全面子　______________________

6　尊重文化差异　______________________

7　备有急救箱　______________________

8　经历时差　______________________

9　参加 / 从事文化活动　______________________

10　预订　______________________

11　文化遗产　______________________

12　表现创造力　______________________


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill B
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1　模仿犯罪　a copycat crime


2　建立研究中心　______________________

3　充电　______________________

4　开展活动　______________________

5　举办聚会　______________________

6　以某人做榜样　______________________

7　引导公众舆论　______________________

8　演奏乐器　______________________

9　从日常事务中得到片刻休息　______________________

10　发挥某人的想象力　______________________

11　庆祝节日　______________________

12　传承传统　______________________

Writing Practice


A
 Complete the following by filling in the blanks with the appropriate collocations.

1 人们去其他国家旅行时应尊重文化差异。

People should______________________when they travel to other countries.

2 我喜欢穿其他国家的传统服装。

I like to______________________of other countries.

3 如果你计划在夏季参加有导游陪同的旅行团，那么你现在应该开始攒钱了。

If you plan to take______________________in the summer, you should start saving money now.

4 如果有机会，我想拍一部关于我们社区的电影。

If I have the chance, I want to______________________our community.

5 有些人为了保全面子而买些他们买不起的东西。

Some people buy things that they cannot afford in order to______________________.

6 现在，能够引导公众舆论的人有影响力。

Nowadays, a person who can______________________has power.

7 不是所有创造历史的人都是好人。

Not all the people who______________________are good.

8 人们有时需要一个假期，因为他们想从日常事务中得到片刻休息。

People sometimes need a vacation because they want to______________________.

9 在表达观点前，你必须先听听其他人的。

Before______________________, you have to listen to others first.

10 青少年容易被冒险故事吸引。

Adolescents tend to______________________adventure stories.

11 你不必为了欣赏艺术而去了解艺术史。

You do not have to know art history in order to______________________.

12 自从第一次演出后，这个摇滚乐队就成了青少年的偶像。

The rock band has______________________since its first performance.


B
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 我有空时参加各种各样的文化活动。

(various cultural activities / during my free time / I engage in)

___________________________________________

2 夏季是一个美好的季节，可以享受户外活动。

(a great season / outdoor activities / to enjoy / summer is)

___________________________________________

3 在进行一项运动时，你应该遵守一定的规则。

(a sport / you should follow / when you play / certain rules)

___________________________________________

4 当我和其他人一起打发空闲时间时，我没法给自己充电。

(my batteries / when I spend / I cannot recharge / with others / my free time)

___________________________________________

5 当你去外国旅行时，遵循当地的习俗很重要。

(the local customs / it is important / when you travel to / to follow / a foreign country)

___________________________________________

6 我们可以通过去博物馆看展览了解我们的祖先。

(by going to see / about our ancestors / in museums / we can learn / what is on exhibit)

___________________________________________

7 我们必须将我们的传统传给子孙后代。

(to our descendants / our traditions / hand down / we are obliged to)

___________________________________________

8 接纳另一个国家的风俗习惯是发展我们自己文化的一种方式。

(our own culture / from another country / to develop / is one way / adopting a custom)

___________________________________________

9 如果有足够的预算，我们会与更多的人庆祝这个节日。

(enough of a budget / the festival / we could celebrate / with more people / if we had)

___________________________________________

10 你是否注意到，电视可能影响你的行为。

(television may affect / whether you notice it / your behavior / or not)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge

Translate the following into English.

1 出国旅游时你可能会有时差。

___________________________________________

2 有些人不想去旅行，因为他们有严重的运动病。

___________________________________________

3 露营比待在旅馆里更好，因为我喜欢点篝火。

___________________________________________

4 去现场看演出的话你应该提前预订。

___________________________________________

5 现在，电视决定了明天流行什么。

___________________________________________

6 要交很多朋友，你就应该开展多种活动。

___________________________________________

7 订阅报纸比在报刊亭买报纸要便宜。

___________________________________________

8 即使我穿着女王的服装，我也不能成为女王。

___________________________________________

9 每个人都有一技之长。

___________________________________________

10 如果你发挥想象力，就能更好地和孩子交流。

___________________________________________

11 整天坐着看电视的人不会了解大自然的美丽。

___________________________________________

12 父母应该建议孩子制定他们自己的规则。

___________________________________________

13 不应该允许学生在休息时使用手机。

___________________________________________

14 如果你住在郊区，那么你很难去现场看演出。

___________________________________________

15 在路上让陌生人搭载很危险。

___________________________________________

16 如果不了解历史，你可能不会知道为什么我们应该庆祝法定节日。

___________________________________________

17 当有人说与你不同的语言时，你必须更集中注意力。

___________________________________________

18 我认为，学生在美术或音乐课上能表现出创造力。

___________________________________________

19 依我看，暴力电影对模仿犯罪的影响没有电视新闻的大。

___________________________________________

20 如果有机会出国，我想去欧洲。

___________________________________________


Unit 11 Health & Environment


1
 　a dense population　密集的人口


2
 　adapt to the environment 　适应环境


3
 　an endangered animal 　濒危动物


4
 　be allergic to　对……过敏


5
 　be good for mental health 　有益于心理健康


6
 　be in good health　身体健康


7
 　be infected with a virus 　感染病毒


8
 　be short of 　缺少……


9
 　car exhaust　汽车尾气


10
 　care for the handicapped 　照顾残疾人


11
 　cause an abnormal climate　导致不正常的气候


12
 　cause damage to the environment 　对环境造成破坏


13
 　come down with 　染上（病）


14
 　conduct medical research　从事医学研究


15
 　consume energy 　消耗能量


16
 　consume natural resources 　消耗自然资源


17
 　conserve the environment　保护环境


18
 　cure someone of a disease　治愈某人的疾病


19
 　a desperate food shortage 　严重的食物短缺


20
 　develop medical technology　发展医疗技术


21
 　do daily exercise 　每天做运动


22
 　dump factory waste 　倾倒工厂废料


23
 　educate the public　教育公众


24
 　environmental pollution　环境污染


25
 　get a physical checkup 　体检


26
 　get over an illness　战胜疾病


27
 　healthy eating habits 　健康的饮食习惯


28
 　high in calories 　高热量


29
 　in critical condition 　在危急情况下


30
 　in one’s natural state 　在某人的自然状态下


31
 　keep a well-balanced diet　保持均衡的饮食


32
 　life expectancy 　平均寿命


33
 　lower one’s blood pressure 　降低某人的血压


34
 　lower one’s stress level 　降低某人的压力水平


35
 　manage medical facilities　管理医疗机构


36
 　nonrenewable resources 　不可再生资源


37
 　on/by prescription 　凭处方


38
 　preserve the environment 　保护环境


39
 　prevent a disease　预防疾病


40
 　prohibit smoking 　禁止吸烟


41
 　purify polluted air　净化污染的空气


42
 　receive sufficient nutrition　摄取充足的营养


43
 　recover from an illness　痊愈，恢复


44
 　relieve overpopulation　缓解人口过剩问题


45
 　run out of resources　用尽资源


46
 　save tropical rainforests 　挽救热带雨林


47
 　stay in shape　保持身体健康


48
 　sustainable energy resources 　可持续能源


49
 　take medicine　吃药


50
 　urban sprawl 　城市扩张

Check−Up


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill A
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1　平均寿命　life expectancy


2　保持身体健康　______________________

3　健康的饮食习惯　______________________

4　禁止吸烟　______________________

5　痊愈，恢复　______________________

6　濒危动物　______________________

7　降低某人的血压　______________________

8　在危急情况下　______________________

9　摄取充足的营养　______________________

10　教育公众　______________________

11　城市扩张　______________________

12　照顾残疾人　______________________


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill B
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1　不可再生资源　nonrenewable resources


2　每天做运动　______________________

3　高热量　______________________

4　对环境造成破坏　______________________

5　挽救热带雨林　______________________

6　严重的食物短缺　______________________

7　消耗自然资源　______________________

8　密集的人口　______________________

9　净化污染的空气　______________________

10　从事医学研究　______________________

11　可持续能源　______________________

12　保持均衡的饮食　______________________

Writing Practice


A
 Complete the following by filling in the blanks with the appropriate collocations.

1 我不吃花生酱，因为我对花生过敏。

I don’t eat peanut butter because I______________________peanuts.

2 如果继续依赖其他国家供给食品，我们可能会面临严重的食品短缺。

We may suffer from______________________if we keep depending on other countries for food.

3 如果病人不想好起来，即使再有名的医生也无法治愈病人。

Even a noted doctor cannot______________________if the patient does not want to get well.

4 对病人来说，手术后摄取足够的营养很重要。

It is important for a patient to______________________after undergoing surgery.

5 进行公众教育是预防传染病的第一步。

______________________ is the first step in preventing contagious diseases.

6 如果你的身体出现状况，你就会知道适应环境有多难。

If you become physically challenged, you will know how hard it is to______________________.

7 如果早一点关注环境保护，我们现在就不会有温室效应了。

If we had been concerned about______________________, we would not have the greenhouse effect now.

8 我认为，矿物燃料比其他任何物质对环境的危害都大。

I think that fossil fuels______________________more than anything else.

9 如果每个人每年进行一次体检，那么总死亡率就会下降。

If everyone______________________once a year, the overall death rate will decrease.

10 城市扩张所带来的森林砍伐已成为这个国家的一个严重问题。

Deforestation due to______________________has become a serious problem in this country.

11 如果我们不停止污染河流，那么在不久的将来我们将会缺少饮用水。

We wil______________________drinking water in the near future if we don’t stop polluting rivers.

12 许多国家正将注意力转移到可持续能源上，如太阳能、水、风能。

Many countries are turning their attention to______________________such as solar energy, water, and wind power.


B
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 快餐店的食物热量很高。

(are high / foods / in calories / in fast-food restaurants)

___________________________________________

2 如果你尽量每天锻炼身体并且保持身体健康，你就会拥有更加健康的生活。

(and to stay in shape / a healthier life / exercise every day / you will have / if you try to)

___________________________________________

3 有些医生毕生不医治病人，只从事医学研究。

(spend their lives / not treating patients / but conducting / some doctors / medical research)

___________________________________________

4 工作后休息一下是降低压力水平的好办法。

(to lower / after work / is a good way / your stress level / taking a rest)

___________________________________________

5 有些人认为，只有依靠药物治疗才能战胜疾病。

(get over / only with medical treatment / some people / an illness / they can / believe that)

___________________________________________

6 为了降血压，我叔叔决定成为一名素食主义者。

(become a vegetarian / to lower / my uncle / his blood pressure / chose to)

___________________________________________

7 不挽救热带雨林就不可能阻止全球变暖。

(the tropical rainforests / to stop / it is impossible / global warming / without saving)

___________________________________________

8 保持均衡的饮食与定期锻炼对健康同样重要。

(is as important / keeping a well-balanced diet / to your health / as exercising regularly)

___________________________________________

9 为了防止水污染，政府严禁企业向河中倾倒工厂废料。

(into rivers / water pollution / the government / in order to prevent / from dumping factory waste / companies / strictly forbids)

___________________________________________

10 为了避免人们服用过量，止痛药只能凭处方获得。

(only by prescription / from overusing them / painkillers should / to prevent people / be available)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge

Translate the following into English.

1 为了保护不吸烟者，我们应该禁止在公共场合吸烟。

___________________________________________

2 卫生教育对保护人们免于感染疾病非常重要。

___________________________________________

3 像木炭和石油这样的自然资源是不可再生资源。

___________________________________________

4 健康的饮食习惯能够减少患与心脏有关的疾病的风险。

___________________________________________

5 少用水和用自己的杯子有助于保护环境。

___________________________________________

6 少食和每天锻炼是节食的最佳方式。

___________________________________________

7 污染空气很容易，净化污染的空气却很难。

___________________________________________

8 有压力时睡觉并不总有益于心理健康。

___________________________________________

9 密集的人口已导致我们城市的温度升高。

___________________________________________

10 一切生物都消耗能量，但是人类消耗的最多。

___________________________________________

11 预防疾病比治愈疾病更重要。

___________________________________________

12 下一代将无法消耗像我们消耗的那么多的自然资源。

___________________________________________

13 学生应在学校学习如何照顾残疾人。

___________________________________________

14 尽管这些年来平均寿命已经提高，但是仍有很多人夭折。

___________________________________________

15 我们的政府将公立医药机构管理得很好，可与私人医疗机构媲美。

___________________________________________

16 由于开采不慎，亚马孙的热带雨林目前正处于危急状态。

___________________________________________

17 乐观的人很少病倒。

___________________________________________

18 吃高热量食品的人必须定期锻炼身体。

___________________________________________

19 如果我们能缓解城市人口过剩的问题，交通问题也会得到解决。

___________________________________________

20 住在城市的人比住在郊区的人受到更多汽车尾气的污染。

___________________________________________


Unit 12 Science & Technology


1
 　advance medical science　发展医学


2
 　advances in technology 　科技发达


3
 　attach a file to an email 　将文件附加到电子邮件中


4
 　be the key to 　……的关键


5
 　be under the gravity of　在……重力的作用下


6
 　cannot do without　不能没有


7
 　check one’s email 　查收电子邮件


8
 　computer illiterate 　电脑盲


9
 　conduct research on　对……进行研究


10
 　create a new trend 　开创新趋势


11
 　create an online community 　创建网络社区


12
 　cut off spam　阻拦垃圾邮件


13
 　cutting-edge technology 　尖端科技


14
 　develop a nuclear weapon 　开发核武器


15
 　develop computer technology 　发展计算机技术


16
 　do something by hand　亲自动手


17
 　download software from 　从……下载软件


18
 　electronic appliances 　电子设备


19
 　enhance the quality of life　提高生活质量


20
 　explore outer space 　探索外太空


21
 　expose someone to something 　使某人面临某事


22
 　facilitate communication 　促进交流


23
 　gain access to information 　获得信息


24
 　handle something improperly　某事处理得不恰当


25
 　search for information 　检索信息


26
 　interact with 　相互影响


27
 　program a computer　给电脑编程


28
 　keep in step with globalization 　紧跟全球化的步伐


29
 　keep in touch with 　与……保持联系


30
 　key something into a computer　把……输入电脑


31
 　launch a space mission　开展太空任务


32
 　connect to the Internet 　连接到互联网


33
 　make a difference 　有影响，起作用


34
 　make a long-distance call　打长途电话


35
 　make a significant breakthrough 　作出重大突破


36
 　make an adjustment 　调整


37
 　make an in-depth analysis of　深入分析……


38
 　make an online purchase 　网上购物


39
 　make progress　进步


40
 　make wireless communications 　无线联络通信


41
 　peer-to-peer sharing 　对等网络共享（P2P共享）


42
 　process information with a computer 　用计算机处理信息


43
 　provide someone with something 　为某人提供某物


44
 　reach a remote place 　到达遥远的地方


45
 　send a space probe to　向……发射太空探测器


46
 　shorten the distance 　缩短距离


47
 　shut down a computer　关闭电脑


48
 　sign up for a website 　注册网站


49
 　space exploration 　太空探索


50
 　stay up to date with technology 　紧跟科技潮流


51
 　surf the Internet 　上网


52
 　take the first step in 　捷足先登


53
 　technological development 　科技发展


54
 　transfer a file 　传送文件


55
 　turn on/off the TV　打开 / 关上电视

Check−Up


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill A
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1　相互影响　interact with


2　开创新趋势　______________________

3　调整　______________________

4　亲自动手　______________________

5　科技发展　______________________

6　发展医学　______________________

7　传送文件　______________________

8　将文件附加到电子邮件中　______________________

9　把……输入电脑　______________________

10　检索信息　______________________

11　缩短距离　______________________

12　发展计算机技术　______________________


Match the words or phrases on the left with the best collocates on the right.


Basic Drill B
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1　太空探索　space exploration


2　对等网络共享　______________________

3　阻拦垃圾邮件　______________________

4　进步　______________________

5　某事处理得不恰当　______________________

6　发射太空探测器　______________________

7　到达很远的地方　______________________

8　探索外太空　______________________

9　在……重力的作用下　______________________

10　紧跟科技潮流　______________________

11　对……进行研究　______________________

12　开发核武器　______________________

Writing Practice


A
 Complete the following by filling in the blanks with the appropriate collocations.

1 探索外太空是美国国家航空航天局的重要工作之一。

______________________is one of NASA’s significant jobs.

2 现在，许多人建立网络社区来交朋友。

Nowadays, a number of people______________________to make friends.

3 有些人并没有意识到从非法网站上下载软件是不合法的。

Some people don’t realize that it is illegal to______________________illegal websites.

4 在关闭电脑以前，你应该确保没有数据未保存。

Before______________________, you should make sure that there is no data unsaved.

5 如果使用网络电话服务，你无需支付额外费用就可以打长途电话。

You do not need to pay extra money to______________________if you use an Internet phone service.

6 研究者已经在癌症的基本科学理解方面取得进展。

Researchers have______________________in their basic scientific understanding of cancer.

7 这个国家有开发核武器的原材料、技术和资金。

The country has the raw materials, technology, and capital to______________________.

8 有些网站使孩子们面临少年犯罪的风险。

Some Internet websites______________________the risk of juvenile delinquency.

9 科学家们正在深入分析火星上的气候。

Scientists are in the process of______________________the climate of Mars.

10 在有些国家，对等网络共享并不是非法的。

In some countries,______________________is not illegal.

11 研究外太空给我们提供了机会，让我们更加了解我们的星球。

Outer space studies______________________to learn more about our planet.

12 有些孩子看电视时间太长，以至于他们的父母不得不强制他们关掉电视。

Some children watch television so much that their parents have to use physical force to make them______________________.


B
 Translate the following into English by putting the given words and phrases in the right order.

1 现在，电子邮件服务提供商正尝试寻求有效的途径阻拦垃圾邮件。

(develop efficient ways / email service providers / to cut off spam / these days / are trying to)

___________________________________________

2 我认为，网络的使用不会促进交流，反而会阻碍交流。

(the use of the Internet / but impedes it / I believe / does not facilitate communication)

___________________________________________

3 如果你知道如何连接网络，那么学习如何浏览网页也很容易。

(if you know / how to explore it / it is easy / how to connect / to learn / to the Internet)

___________________________________________

4 如果陌生人传文件给你，你不应该打开，因为它有可能含有电脑病毒。

(transfers a file / as it may / you should not open it / if a stranger / contain computer viruses)

___________________________________________

5 比起向其他星球发射太空探测器，地球上有更重要的事要做。

(to other planets / to do on the Earth / there are more important things / than to send a space probe)

___________________________________________

6 由于许多人在网上购物，购物中心附近的交通问题已经有所减少。

(near shopping centers / as many people / have reduced / make online purchases / traffic problems)

___________________________________________

7 几十年前，太空探索只出现在科幻小说中。

(space exploration / a few decades ago / in science-fiction novels / existed only)

___________________________________________

8 用电脑处理信息比用人脑更简单、更准确。

(with a computer / it is much easier / to process information / and more accurate / than to use your brain)

___________________________________________

9 我怀疑人类开展太空任务后就没有任何进展。

(there has been / a space mission / since humankind launched / I doubt / any progress)

___________________________________________

10 由于网络，信息检索比过去更容易了。

(thanks to / has become easier / information / than before / searching for / the Internet)

___________________________________________

Writing Challenge

Translate the following into English.

1 探索太空的目的是找到人类可以控制的其他星球。

___________________________________________

2 在注册网站之前，你应该仔细阅读会员条款。

___________________________________________

3 很多人可以通过网络同他们的老朋友保持联系。

___________________________________________

4 科技的高速发展被认为是导致目前环境问题的一个原因。

___________________________________________

5 政府应该让残疾人更容易获得信息。

___________________________________________

6 为了保护环境，我们有必要改变电子设备的电力来源。

___________________________________________

7 尽管有些人每天都使用电脑，但是他们不知道如何给电脑编程。

___________________________________________

8 科技进步如此之快，以至于很难赶上最新的发展。

___________________________________________

9 基因工程已经极大地影响了我们生活的很多方面。

___________________________________________

10 除了进行无线通信外，我们还可以用手机做更多事情。

___________________________________________

11 人们利用网络获取信息，并且相互影响。

___________________________________________

12 没有尖端科技的帮助，古人也能建成长城和金字塔。

___________________________________________

13 多读书、少看电视是深思的关键。

___________________________________________

14 现代技术如此先进，以至于我们可能无法再有重大突破。

___________________________________________

15 由于人们从未停止调整，计算机技术才能达到目前的状况。

___________________________________________

16 政府应该解释为何我们需要进行外太空研究。

___________________________________________

17 由于全球化的消极后果，有些国家不想紧跟全球化步伐。

___________________________________________

18 缺乏基本电脑知识的人被称为电脑盲。

___________________________________________

19 政府已经投入了大量资金发展医学。

___________________________________________

20 因为手机是现代生活的一个组成部分，所以很多人认为不能没有手机。

___________________________________________


PART 3 Essential Patterns & Expressions

English has a vast number of fixed patterns and expressions used in writing as well as in speaking. When native speakers talk or write, these patterns and expressions act like single units and allow them to save time and effort. Likewise, it will help increase your writing fluency to have these ready-made patterns and expressions presented in this part in your language repertoire.


	
Unit 13
 Agree / Disagree I


Agreement & Disagreement, Assertion, and Summarization

	
Unit 14
 Agree / Disagree II


Agreement & Disagreement, Cause & Effect, Exemplification, and Citation

	
Unit 15
 Preference I


Preference, Comparison, and Concession

	
Unit 16
 Preference II


Preference, Assumption, and Elaboration




Unit 13 Agree / Disagree I


A
 Agreement & Disagreement

1 I agree with ~ / that S+V ~ 我同意 / 赞同……


I agree with the idea that movies and television can negatively influence our behavior.

我赞同电影和电视对我们的行为有消极影响。

I agree that people should not judge others by their looks.

我同意人们不应该以貌取人。

2 I disagree with ~ / that S+V ~ 我不同意 / 赞同……


I disagree with the idea that success always comes from taking risks.

我不同意成功来自冒险这一观点。

I disagree that children should be allowed to watch TV without their parents’ permission.

我不赞同允许孩子在没有得到家长许可的情况下看电视。

3 I am in favor of the idea of V-ing ~ / the idea that S+V ~ 我支持……的观点 / 我认为……


I am in favor of the idea of building a public library in our town.

我支持在我们镇建一座公共图书馆的想法。

I am in favor of the idea that schools should teach students about specific careers and jobs.

我认为学校应该教学生具体的职业和工作。

4 I do not hold with V-ing ~ / the idea that S+V ~ 我不同意 / 认为……


I do not hold with developing nuclear weapons to protect our country.

我不同意开发核武器以保卫国家。

I do not hold with the idea that businesses can do anything to gain a profit.

我不认为为了获取利润，企业什么都可以做。

5 I go along with ~ 我同意 / 赞同 / 认为……


I go along with the opinion that adults can enjoy games as much as children.

我认为，成年人可以像孩子一样陶醉于游戏当中。


B
 Assertion

6 In my opinion / In my view, S+V ~ 依我看 / 我认为……


In my opinion, love is the most important emotion a person should possess.

依我看，爱是一个人应该具备的最重要的情感。

7 I firmly believe that S+V ~ 我坚信……


I firmly believe that people cannot live without companions.

我坚信人活着不能没有同伴。

8 It is evident that S+V ~ 显然，……


It is evident that every human being is dependent upon Mother Nature.

显然，每个人都依赖于大自然。

9 There is no question / no doubt that S+V ~ 毫无疑问，……


There is no question that we should make a careful decision in order not to regret anything later.

毫无疑问，为了今后不后悔，我们应该谨慎作决定。

10 Personally, I think that S+V ~ 就个人而言，我认为……


Personally, I think that parents should not give their teenage children an allowance at all.

就个人而言，我认为，父母根本不应该给青少年零花钱。

11 I contend that S+V ~ 我主张……


I contend that we should set aside some land for endangered animals.

我主张我们应该留给濒危动物一定的空间。

12 No one can deny that S+V ~ 不可否认，……


No one can deny that people today put too much emphasis on personal appearance and fashion.

不可否认，现在人们过分强调个人的外表和时尚。


C
 Summarization

13 To sum up / In summary, S+V ~ 总而言之，……


To sum up, mental health is as important as physical health.

总而言之，心理健康和身体健康同样重要。

14 In short / In brief, S+V ~ 简而言之 / 总之，……


In short, people are concerned about their quality of life as well as their lifespans nowadays.

总之，现在人们除了关心寿命，还关心生活质量。

15 In conclusion, S+V ~ 总之，……


In conclusion, I think fossil fuels will be replaced by renewable energy sources in the near future.

总之，我认为在不久的将来，矿物燃料将被可再生能源代替。

16 I have come to the conclusion that S+V ~ 我的结论是……


I have come to the conclusion that it is more important to give students prizes for their efforts than for their grades.

我的结论是，对学生的努力给予奖励比对他们的成绩给予奖励更重要。

Check−Up

Using the given expressions, translate the following into English.

1 我同意成就感比薪水更重要。 (I agree that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* a feeling of accomplishment 成就感

2 依我看，汽车对我们来说利大于弊。 (In my opinion, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* do someone good/harm 对某人有益/有害

3 总之，阅读小说有益于儿童的情感发展。 (To sum up, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* emotional development 情感发展

4 毫无疑问，快速作出决定总是带给我们错误的答案。 (There is no question that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* make quick decisions 快速作出决定

5 显然，向朋友借钱会伤害友谊。 (It is evident that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* damage a friendship 伤害友谊

6 我认为在公共场所禁止吸烟是个不错的规定。 (I firmly believe that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* prohibit smoking 禁止吸烟

7 简言之，家里做的食物比饭馆里的食物花费要少。 (In short, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* homemade food 家里做的食物

8 人们不需要旅游，因为他们可以通过网络探索世界，我不同意这个观点。

(I do not hold with the idea that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* explore the world 探索世界

9 我认为学生应该在学校学习两门以上的外语。 (I am in favor of the idea that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* learn a foreign language 学习一门外语

10 我不同意科技进步使人们彼此孤立的观点。 (I disagree with ~)

___________________________________________

* isolate ~ from ~ 把……从……孤立

11 我坚信水污染是我们面临的最严重的问题之一。 (I firmly believe that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* water pollution 水污染

12 我认为死刑应该废除。 (I go along with the idea that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* capital punishment 死刑

13 毫无疑问，我们可以跟长辈学到很多东西。 (There is no doubt that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* the elderly 长辈，老人

14 就个人而言，我认为校服阻碍学生表现自己的个性。 (Personally, I think that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* prevent someone from V-ing ~ 阻碍或防止某人做某事

15 我认为政府应对贫困负责。 (I do not hold with the notion that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be responsible for ~ 对……负责

16 我认为老师应该每天给学生布置作业。 (I agree that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* give daily homework 布置每天的作业

17 简言之，比起外出，假期我更喜欢待在家里。 (In brief, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* prefer A to B 比起B更喜欢A

18 总之，人们最终是为了快乐而赚钱的。 (In summary, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* in the end 最后，终于

19 我认为政府应该禁播电视上的烟酒广告。 (I agree that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* prohibit 禁止

20 我不同意学习知识比培养创造力更重要。(I do not agree that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* develop creativity 培养创造力

21 依我看，人们如果不吃垃圾食品会更健康。 (In my view, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* junk food 垃圾食品

22 显然，暴力电影会引发青少年的攻击性行为。 (It is evident that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* incite aggressive behavior 引发攻击性行为

23 我坚信花时间和家人在一起比把时间花在工作上更重要。 (I firmly believe that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* spend time at work 把时间花在工作上

24 我同意我们的祖先比我们更会享受生活的观点。 (I go along with the opinion that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* ancestors 祖先

Writing Practice


A
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers.

→I agree that 
parents are better teachers for their children than any other person for several reasons.



从某几个原因上讲，我同意父母比其他任何人都更适合当孩子的老师。



1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.

→ I do not hold with the idea that______________________

我并不认为人们取得成功靠的是运气而不是努力工作。

2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching television is bad for children.

→ I go along with the opinion that______________________

我赞同看电视对孩子有负面影响的观点。

3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should be required to study art and music in secondary school.

→ I disagree that______________________

我不同意中学生应该把美术和音乐作为必修课来学习。

4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Only people who earn a lot of money are successful.

→ I am not in favor of the idea that______________________

我不赞同只有富人才是成功的。

5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person’s childhood years (the time from birth to twelve years of age) are the most important years of a person’s life.

→ I agree that______________________

我同意童年是人一生中最重要的时期。


B
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students’ sports activities as they give to their libraries.

→I firmly believe that 
sports activities are as important as libraries to university students.



我坚信对大学生来讲，体育活动和图书馆一样重要。



1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading fiction (such as novels and short stories) is more enjoyable than watching movies.

→It is evident that______________________

显然，电影和小说、短篇故事一样有趣。

2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid according to how much their students learn.

→There is no question that______________________

毫无疑问，教师的薪水应该取决于学生的成绩。

3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays an important role in cultures.

→I contend that______________________

我认为跳舞对丰富文化起到了很大作用。

4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates have more influence on a child’s success at school than parents do.

→No one can deny that______________________

不可否认，同龄人对孩子学习成绩的影响比父母对他们的影响大。

5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books that are about real events, real people, and established facts.

→In my view,______________________

依我看，人们从小说里学不到任何东西。


C
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades encourage students to learn.

→To sum up, 
grades motivate students to study harder by letting them know how much they have learned.



总而言之，成绩让学生知道他们学了多少内容，借这种方式激励他们更加努力地学习。



1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most experiences in our lives that seemed difficult at the time become valuable lessons for the future.

→In short, ______________________

简言之，历经磨难获得的经验是未来成功的基础。

2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better than other types of communication, such as letters, email, or telephone calls.

→I have come to the conclusion that______________________

我的结论是，只有当人们见到对方时才能更有效地交流。

3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly.

→ In summary,______________________

总之，现代科技帮助学生在短时间内学习更多东西。

4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do things that they do not enjoy doing.

→In brief,______________________

总之，你不需要为你不想做的事感到有压力。

5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books that are about real events, real people, and established facts.

→In conclusion,______________________

总之，我们可以从小说中学到宝贵的经验。

Writing Challenge

Read the following questions, and write two or three sentences on what you think about each one.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

　Agree　
 I agree that money is the most significant reason why people get a job. Because we cannot buy food, clothes, or other necessities without money, we need to get a job to afford our expenses.
 Not every person wants to have a job for the money. It is evident that there are more important reasons for having a job, such as what kind of job it is, what kinds of people you work with, and how much you like the job.



Disagree
 　Not every person wants to have a job for the money. It is evident that there are more important reasons for having a job, such as what kind of job it is, what kinds of people you work with, and how much you like the job.




1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students’ sports activities as they give to their libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to travel is in a group led by a tour guide. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should allow students to study the courses that they want to study. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion．


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Different clothes influence the way people behave. Use specific examples to support your answer.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________


Unit 14 Agree / Disagree II


A
 Agreement & Disagreement

1 I support the idea that S+V ~ 我支持……的观点 / 我同意……


I support the idea that all teachers should be required to update their knowledge every few years.

我同意所有的教师必须每几年更新一次知识的观点。

2 I object to the notion that S+V ~ 我不同意……的观点 / 我反对……


I object to the notion that people should become vegetarians to live longer.

我反对为了长寿人们就应该成为素食主义者的观点。

3 I do not think it is ~ to-V ~ 我不认为…… / 我认为……不……


I do not think it is effective to watch foreign movies in order to learn about foreign cultures.

我认为为了了解外国文化而看外国电影是没用的。

4 I question whether S+V ~ 我怀疑是否……


I question whether the Internet has really improved our lives.

我怀疑网络是否真的改善了我们的生活。

5 I am against the opinion that S+V ~ 我反对……的观点 / 我不认为……


I am against the opinion that the world would be better if there were time machines.

我不认为如果有了时间机器，世界会更好。


B
 Cause & Effect

6 There are several reasons for ~ / why S+V ~ ……有几个原因 / 理由


There are several reasons for people living in society instead of living alone.

人们在社会中生活而不是独自生活有几个原因。

7 As a result of X, S+V ~ 由于……


As a result of air pollution, many people prefer living in suburban areas to living downtown.

由于空气污染，比起住在城区，许多人更喜欢住在郊区。

8 Consequently, S+V ~ 因此 / 所以，……


Consequently, it is better for young adults to live alone than to live with their parents.

因此，年轻人自己住比和父母一起住更好。


C
 Exemplifi cation

9 For instance / For example, S+V ~ 例如，……


For instance, it is common sense that pregnant women should not drink.

例如，孕妇不应该喝酒是常识。

10 To give you an idea, I will ~ 为了让你明白，我会……


To give you an idea, I will present an example of an unexpected natural disaster.

为了让你明白，我会举一个突发自然灾害的例子。


D
 Citation

11 According to X, S+V ~根据……


According to a UN report, livestock generates more CO2 emissions than cars.

根据联合国的报道，牲畜比车产生更多的二氧化碳排放物。

12 It is said that S+V ~ 据说，……


It is said that a person brought up in a large family is sociable.

据说，在大家庭中长大的人善于交际。

13 It is reported that S+V ~ 据报道，……


It is reported that the majority of high school students have their own computers.

据报道，大多数高中生都有自己的电脑。

14 There is a saying, “S+V ~.” 俗话说，……


There is a saying, “Don’t put off what you can do today until tomorrow.”

俗话说：“今日事，今日毕。”

15 In my experience, S+V ~ 以我的经验来看，……


In my experience, those who exercise every day are usually punctual.

以我的经验来看，每天锻炼的人通常很守时。

16 Studies indicate that S+V ~ 研究表明，……


Studies indicate that violent movies and juvenile delinquency have a strong connection.

研究表明，暴力电影与少年犯罪有很大关系。

Check−Up

Using the given patterns, translate the following into English.

1 我支持学生可以通过读小说培养想象力的观点。 (I support the idea that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* develop one’s imagination 培养某人的想象力

2 我认为大学给每个学生都颁发奖学金是有可能的。 (I do not think it is ~ to-V ~)

___________________________________________

* give a scholarship 颁发奖学金

3 现在，由于全球化，人们并未感受到太多文化差异。 (As a result of ~, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* cultural difference 文化差异

4 俗话说：“患难见真情。” (There is a saying, “S+V ~.”)

___________________________________________

* in need 在危难中

5 以我的经验来看，父母可以成为孩子最好的朋友，因为他们总是支持孩子。 (In my experience, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* take one’s side ~ 支持某人

6 我认为妇女不应该待在家里照看孩子。 (I am against the opinion that ~)

___________________________________________

* take care of ~ 照顾……

7 我怀疑让孩子看电视广告是否有教育意义。 (I question whether S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* allow someone to-V ~ 允许某人做某事

8 例如，比起信息类节目，被动的观众更喜欢娱乐节目。 (For example, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* informative/entertaining programs 信息类 / 娱乐节目

9 为了让你明白，我会解释乐观的态度如何改变一个人的生活。 (To give you an idea, I will ~)

___________________________________________

* an optimistic attitude 乐观的态度

10 我反对冒险的人是唯一能够获得好机会的人的观点。 (I object to the notion that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* take a risk 冒险

11 我支持参加课外活动很重要这一观点。 (I support the idea that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* extracurricular activities 课外活动

12 因此，我认为迷恋于危险运动的人不能忍受日常生活。 (Consequently, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* daily routines 日常活动，日常生活

13 我反对人们无法从其经验中学到东西的观点。 (I am against the opinion that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* learn ~ from one’s experience 从某人的经验中学到……

14 据说，人们单独一人时应能够照顾自己。 (It is said that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be isolated 独自

15 我反对听流行音乐是浪费时间的说法。 (I object to the notion that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* popular music 流行音乐

16 据报道，许多父母让孩子读传记。 (It is reported that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* a biography 传记

17 我怀疑人们是否承认道德教育的重要性。 (I question whether S+V ~ )

___________________________________________

* moral education 道德教育

18 为了让你明白，我会就为什么我们社区需要医院给出几个理由。 (To give you an idea, I will ~)

___________________________________________

* give reasons 给出理由

19 有些学生在语言学习方面比在其他学生更成功有几个原因。 (There are several reasons why S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be successful in ~ 在……方面取得成功

20 以我的经验来看，人不总是说实话。 (In my experience, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* tell the truth 说实话

21 例如，我们可以在动物园近距离观察动物。 (For instance, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* at a short distance 近距离

22 我认为博物馆并不是孩子们了解祖先的最好场所。 (I am against the opinion that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* ancestors 祖先

23 由于灯泡的发明，人们可以在晚上读书而不伤害视力。 (As a result of X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* light bulb 灯泡

24 研究表明，垃圾食品是过度肥胖的主要原因之一。 (Studies indicate that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* obesity 肥胖（症）

Writing Practice


A
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers.

→I support the idea that 
students should participate in the process of evaluating their teachers.



我支持学生应参与教师评价过程的观点。



1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing games teaches us about life.

→ I object to the notion that______________________

我认为玩游戏与学习如何生活没有关系。

2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to be a member of a group than to be the leader of a group.

→ I do not think______________________

我不认为做一名团队成员比领导团队更有利。

3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives.

→ I support the idea that______________________

我认为企业应该保证终生雇佣。

4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There is nothing that young people can teach older people.

→ I am against the opinion that______________________

我反对老人无法从年轻人身上学到东西的观点。

5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by external appearances.

→ I support the idea that______________________

我认为我们不应以貌取人。


B
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Modern technology is creating a single world culture.

→As a result of 
the development of modern technology, such as TV and the Internet, every culture is losing its own characteristics and is starting to resemble others.



由于像电视、互联网这种现代科学技术的发展，每一种文化都正失去个性，朝共性发展。



1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other adult relatives should make important decisions for their older (15- to 18-year-old) teenage children.

→ It is said that______________________

据说，青少年通过犯错误或自己的经历学习如何作重大决定。

2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Boys and girls should attend separate schools.

→ According to______________________

根据最近的调查研究，出于几点原因，男女同校对男女学生教育更有帮助。

3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can tell you a lot about a country.

→ Consequently,______________________

因此，我们可以通过看广告获取很多有关那个国家的信息。

4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by external appearances.

→ It is reported that______________________

据报道，判断一个人的性格时外表并不可靠。

5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should begin learning a foreign language as soon as they start school.

→ There are several reasons______________________

孩子应该在小学学习外语有几个原因。


C
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


The expression “Never, never give up” means to keep trying and never stop working for your goals. Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

→In my experience, 
steady efforts to achieve my goals have been always rewarded.



以我的经验来看，为达到目标不懈努力总会得到回报。



1 Do you agree or disagree? People behave differently when they wear different clothes.

→ To give you an idea as to______________________

为了让你明白为什么人们穿着不同时会被区别对待，我会举两个例子。

2 Do you agree or disagree? Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives.

→ For instance,______________________

例如，如果公司从不裁员，就没人会努力工作提高效率了。

3 Do you agree or disagree? It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city.

→ To give you an idea,______________________

为了让你明白，我会就住在乡村孩子能如何享受大自然进行讨论。

4 Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view?

→ In my experience,______________________

以我的经验来看，每当我们破坏生态系统时，都会产生不良后果。

5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication between friends and family.

→ For instance,______________________

例如，孩子们会就他们在电视上看到的内容与朋友分享他们的想法。

Writing Challenge

Read the following questions, and write two or three sentences on what you think about each one.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an important decision alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


Agree
 　I support the idea that some decisions are too important to be made by one person. People can make better decisions if they discuss their problems with their family and friends.



Disagree
 　I am against the idea that a person should consult with others before making an important decision. Since every person should be responsible for his own decision in the end, you have to make a decision by yourself.




1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology has made the world a better place to live in. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event on television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

3 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for students to study history and literature than it is for them to study science and mathematics. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing a game is fun only when you win. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________

5 It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or damage the friendship. Do you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your answer.


Agree
 　______________________


Disagree
 　______________________


Unit 15 Preference I


A
 Preference

1 I prefer A to B 比起B，我更喜欢A


I prefer living in the countryside to living in a city.

比起住在城里，我更喜欢住在乡下。

2 Given the choice between A and B, I would choose ~ 假如在A和B之间选择，我会选择……


Given the choice between history and science, I would choose science.

假如在历史和科学之间选择，我会选择科学。

3 Between A and B, my preference is ~ A和B之间我更喜欢


Between history and natural science, my preference is history.

历史和自然科学之中我更喜欢历史。

4 In my opinion, it is better to-V ~ 依我看，最好……


In my opinion, it is better to spend one’s free time outdoors than indoors.

依我看，最好在户外而不是室内打发空闲时间。

5 My view on X is that S+V ~ 我对……的观点 / 看法是……


My view on the recent slow economy is that unemployment is the biggest problem.

我对最近经济发展缓慢的看法是，失业是最大的问题。


B
 Comparison

6 Compared with X, S+V ~ 与……相比较，……


Compared with a century ago, nowadays people spend less time with their families.

与一个世纪前相比较，现在人们很少和家人在一起。

7 A cannot compare with B A不能与B进行比较


Animals cannot compare with humans because the former do not have high levels of intelligence.

动物不能与人类进行比较，因为前者没有高智商。

8 A is similar to B A与B相似


Movie theaters are similar to shopping centers in that both of them are always crowded.

电影院和购物中心总是很拥挤，在这一点上两者很相似。

9 Similarly / Likewise, S+V ~ 类似地 / 同样，……


My parents did everything they could to educate me. Similarly, I will do the same with my children in the future.

我的父母尽其所能教育我。同样，将来我也会对我的孩子这么做。

10 In the same way, S+V ~ 同样 / 以相同的方式，……


We expect foreigners to respect our culture and customs. In the same way, we also should recognize their cultures and customs.

我们希望外国人尊重我们的文化和习俗。同样，我们也应该认同他们的文化和习俗。

11 Unlike X, S+V ~ 不像…… / 和……不同，……


Unlike adults, children are easily infl uenced by their environment.

和成年人不同，儿童很容易受环境影响。

12 On the contrary, S+V ~ 反之 / 相反，……


Many poor countries are suffering from food shortages. On the contrary, some rich countries are spending a lot of money to dispose of food waste.

许多贫穷国家正遭受食物短缺。相反，一些富裕国家却在花费很多钱处理食物浪费。


C
 Concession

13 Although / Though / Even though S+V ~, S+V ~ 尽管 / 虽然……，但是……


Although some people know that eating at restaurants is often unhealthy, they love to eat out.

尽管有些人知道在餐馆用餐通常不健康，但是他们还是喜欢出去吃。

14 In spite of / Despite X, S+V ~ 不管 / 尽管……


In spite of their differences, I still consider violent movies and junk foods to be similar.

尽管暴力电影和垃圾食品存在差异，但我仍然认为两者很相似。

15 Despite the fact that S+V ~, S+V ~ 不管 / 尽管……


Despite the fact that parents are advised not to allow their children to watch violent movies, some parents let their children watch anything.

尽管父母被建议不要让孩子看暴力电影，但有些家长还是什么都让孩子看。

16 Nevertheless / Nonetheless / Even so, S+V ~ 然而 / 不过 / 尽管如此，……


Books are an important means to gain knowledge. Nevertheless, some kinds of knowledge can be acquired only through real experiences.

书籍是获取知识的重要途径，然而，有些知识只能通过真实经历来获得。

Check−Up

Using the given expressions, translate the following into English.

1 假如在古典音乐和流行音乐之间选择，我会选择后者。 (Given the choice between A and B, I would choose ~)

___________________________________________

* classical music 古典音乐

2 我对校规的看法是，学生应该被纳入到制定校规的过程中。 (My view on X is that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be involved in ~ 包含在……中

3 比起和家人在一起，我更喜欢和朋友一起，因为和朋友一起闲逛更有乐趣。 (I prefer A to B)

___________________________________________

* hang out with ~ 与……一起闲逛

4 人类需要舒适的房屋居住。同样，濒危动物也需要安全的栖息地居住。 (Similarly, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* endangered animals 濒危动物

5 看体育比赛不能与打比赛相比。 (A cannot compare with B)

___________________________________________

* a sporting event 体育比赛

6 尽管医疗技术得到了发展，但是人们仍然会得很多疾病。 (In spite of X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* suffer from ~ 因（疾病）而痛或不舒服，受……之苦

7 顺从与忠诚相似，因为忠诚的人通常很顺从。 (A is similar to B)

___________________________________________

* obedience 顺从 / loyalty 忠诚

8 尽管有一所新中学很有好处，但我还是希望社区能有一个新购物中心。 (Despite X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* want to-V ~ 想做某事

9 冷天待在家里或许很舒服，然而，比起待在屋里，我更喜欢出去。 (Nevertheless, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* stay indoors 待在家里

10 尽管学生要学习一些他们不想学的课程，但是他们还是必须都学。 (Although S+V ~, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be required to-V ~ 被要求做某事

11 尽管语言和文化有差异，但我还是可以结交外国好朋友。 (Despite the fact that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* make friends 交朋友

12 孩子们喜欢花大多数时间玩电子游戏，但是，应该禁止他们玩这些游戏。 (Nonetheless, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* prohibit someone from V-ing ~ 禁止某人做某事

13 与城市相比，乡村对儿童的情感发展更好。 (Compared with X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* emotional development 情感发展

14 持乐观态度的人与持悲观态度的人之间，我更喜欢乐观的人。 (Between A and B, my preference is ~)

___________________________________________

* an optimistic/a pessimistic attitude 乐观 / 悲观态度

15 和汽车不同，火车是效率更高的交通工具。 (Unlike X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* a means of transportation 交通工具

16 与独立工作相比，我更喜欢在团队中工作，因为我可以和其他成员交流观点。(I prefer A to B)

___________________________________________

* working on a team 在团队中工作

17 我对这个问题的看法是，喜欢交际的人通常能和他人和睦相处。 (My view on X is that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* get along well with ~ 与……和睦相处

18 广告在商业活动中非常重要，即便如此，广告也不能代替产品质量。 (Even so, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be a substitute for 被……代替

19 爱不能跟其他任何事物进行比较，因为没有爱人们就不会快乐。(A cannot compare with B)

___________________________________________

* without ~ 没有……

20 没有压力的生活如同昏睡的人生。 (A is similar to B)

___________________________________________

* stress-free 没有压力的

21 尽管平均寿命很高，但是人们并没有尽多大力量保持身体健康。 (In spite of X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* life expectancy 平均寿命

22 小组学习可以为你节省很多时间。相反，你会分心和其他人闲聊。(On the contrary, S+V~)

___________________________________________

* end up V-ing ~ 以做某事结束

23 比起在家准备，然后吃饭，我更喜欢在餐馆吃，因为出去吃更方便。 (I prefer A to B)

___________________________________________

* eat out 在外边吃饭

24 不应该以封面判断一本书。同样，从一个人的外表也无法了解这个人。(In the same way, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* judge ~ by ~ 用……判断……

Writing Practice


A
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Some people prefer to get up early in the morning and start their day’s work. Others prefer to get up later in the day and work until late at night. Which do you prefer?

→I prefer 
being a morning person to being a night person because I can have plenty of time to read some books in the morning.



和夜猫子相比，我宁愿做一个早起的人，因为早上我有大量时间读书。



1 Some people are always in a hurry to go places and get things done. Other people prefer to take their time and live life at a slower pace. Which lifestyle do you think is better?

→ Given the choice between______________________

假如在快节奏生活和慢节奏生活之间选择，我会选择前者。

2 Some people prefer to live in places that have the same weather or climate all year long. Others like to live in areas where the weather changes several times a year. Which do you prefer?

→ In my opinion, it is better______________________

依我看，比起在气候没有任何变化的地方住，住在可以享受不同季节的地方更好。

3 You have been told that the dormitory rooms at your university must be shared by two students. Would you rather have the university assign a student to share a room with you, or would you rather choose your own roommate?

→ I prefer______________________

比起和陌生人合用房间，我更喜欢让我的朋友做我的室友。

4 Some people prefer to plan activities for their free time very carefully. Others choose not to make any plans at all for their free time. Which do you think is better?

→ Between______________________

在提前计划空闲时间的活动与没有计划地享受空闲时间之间，我更喜欢提前计划。

5 Some people think families are the most important influence on young adults. Others think friends are the most important influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with?

→ My view on this issue is that______________________

我在这个问题上的看法是，青少年更容易受其家庭影响，而不是朋友。


B
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Some high schools require their students to wear school uniforms. Other high schools permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which policy do you think is better?

→Compared to 
students who wear uniforms, students who can wear whatever they want are often more creative.



和穿制服的学生相比，随心所欲穿衣服的学生经常更具创造力。



1 Some people prefer to spend their free time outdoors. Other people prefer to spend their leisure time indoors. Which way of spending free time do you think is better?

→cannot compare with______________________

作为打发空闲时间的一种方式，室内活动无法与户外活动相比。

2 When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some prefer to complain in writing, and others prefer to complain in person. Which way do you think is better?

→From my point of view,______________________

在我看来，对某种产品或某项服务不满意时，写投诉信和什么都不做没有区别。

3 Some students like classes where their teachers lecture in class. Other students prefer classes where the students do some of the talking. Which type of class do you prefer?

→Unlike______________________

与讨论课不同，讲座课在多数情况下很无聊。

4 Some students prefer to study alone. Others prefer to study with a group of students. Which do you prefer?

→In my experience,______________________

从我的经验来看，与朋友一起学习就如同往回读一本书。

5 Some people think families are the most important influence on young adults. Others think friends are the most important influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with?

→On the contrary,______________________

许多青少年不把自己的生活讲给父母听。相反，他们跟朋友说，并且大多数时间都跟朋友在一起。


C
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


Some people prefer a high-paying job with long hours that would give them little time with their family and friends. Others prefer a lower-paying job with shorter hours that would give them more time with their family and friends. Which job would you choose?

→In spite of 
some economic sacrifice, I would choose to work shorter hours.



尽管经济上有一些损失，我还是会选择短时间的工作。



1 Some people prefer to learn by reading about things. Others say it is better to learn by listening to people talk about things. Which method of learning do you think is better?

→Although______________________

尽管我承认阅读是很好的学习方式，但是我认为通过听别人讲来学习更有效率。

2 Some movies are serious and are designed to make the audience think. Other movies are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer?

→Nevertheless,______________________

有些人说严肃电影很无聊，不过，我喜欢让我思考的电影。

3 Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small company. Which option do you think is better?

→Even so,______________________

在小公司里你可能与同事关系密切，尽管如此，我不会选择小公司，因为小公司比大公司倒闭的可能性更大。

4 Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a number of times throughout their lives, looking for a better job, house, community, or even climate. Which do you prefer?

→Nevertheless,______________________

终生住在一个地方或许有些好处，然而，我更喜欢为了更好的环境从一个地方搬到另一个地方。

5 Some people think children should begin their formal education at a very early age. Others believe young children should spend most of their time playing. Which view do you agree with?

→Despite the fact that______________________

尽管孩子可以从学校学到很多东西，但是我认为对他们来说与朋友们玩耍更重要。

Writing Challenge

Read the following questions, and write two or three sentences on what you think about each one.


Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


Live in a big city:
 　It seems attractive that I could make close relationships with my neighbors if I lived in a small town. Even so, I still want to live in a big city. One advantage of a big city is that there are so many cultural events, so we can always find something to amuse ourselves.



Live in a small town:
 　Between living in a small town and living in a big city, my preference is the former for safety reasons. In a big city, people neither know who lives next door to them, nor are they concerned about their neighbors’ safety. Thus, I would like to live in a small town where everyone looks after one another.




1 Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to travel alone. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.


Travel with a companion:
 　______________________


Travel alone:
 　______________________

2 Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try new things and take risks. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.


Do what you already do well:
 　______________________


Try new things:
 　______________________

3 Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you think is better? Use specific reasons to develop your essay.


Learn by yourself:
 　______________________


Learn from a teacher:
 　______________________

4 Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring outer space (for example, traveling to the moon and to the other planets). Other people disagree and think governments should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of these two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


Basic needs on Earth:
 　______________________


Exploring outer space:
 　______________________

5 Some people like doing work by hand. Others prefer using machines. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


Work by hand:
 　______________________


Work with machines:
 　______________________


Unit 16 Preference II


A
 Preference

1 A is preferable to B A比B更好


In my opinion, hiking in the mountains is preferable to reading a book.

依我看，在山间漫步比读书更好。

2 I would rather ~ than ~ 与其……我宁愿……


If I lived in a big city, I would rather take the subway than drive a car.

如果住在大城市，与其开车，我宁愿乘地铁。

3 From my point of view, it is -er / more ~ to-V ~ 依我看，……更……


From my point of view, it is cheaper to eat out than to cook at home by myself.

依我看，出去吃比在家自己做饭更便宜。


B
 Assumption

4 Presumably, S+V ~ 据推测 / 大概，……


Presumably, my next-door neighbor does not even know my name.

我隔壁的邻居大概连我的名字都不知道。

5 Let’s assume that S+V ~ 我们假设……


Let’s assume that current scientifi c technology will change our lifestyles completely within a few years.

我们假设目前的科技会在几年内完全改变我们的生活方式。

6 Suppose S+V ~ 假设……


Suppose some decisions can be made more quickly than others.

假设作某些决定比作其他决定更快。

7 I wish S+V ~ 我希望……


I wish I had learned martial arts when I was young so that I could travel alone without fear now.

我真希望小时候学过武术，那样我现在就可以毫不害怕地独自旅行了。

8 If S+V-ed ~, S+would / could+V ~ 要是……就……


If I had a large sum of money, I would build a library for children in my hometown.

要是我有一大笔钱，我就会在家乡为孩子们建一座图书馆。


C
 Elaboration

9 Moreover, S+V ~ 此外 / 而且，……


People work hard to make money. Moreover, some people work overtime on weekends.

人们努力工作赚钱，而且有些人周末还加班。

10 In addition, S+V ~ 另外，……


Regular exercise is good for your health. In addition, it is the best way to lose weight.

定期锻炼有益健康。另外，这也是减肥的最佳方式。

11 Aside from X, S+V ~除……以外，……


Aside from their relationships with others, introverted people are usually not good at giving

presentations in front of others.

除了和他人的关系以外，内向的人通常不善于在别人面前表达。

12 In other words, S+V ~ 换句话说 / 也就是说，……


Man is a social animal. In other words, all of us need friends to maintain normal lives.

人是社会动物。换句话说，我们所有人都需要朋友来维持正常的生活。

13 More importantly, S+V ~ 更重要的是，……


More importantly, air pollution has caused the greenhouse effect.

更重要的是，空气污染已经引起了温室效应。

14 In particular, S+V ~ 特别 / 尤其，……


I like almost all kinds of sports. In particular, cycling is my favorite sport.

我喜欢几乎所有的运动，尤其是骑自行车，那是我的最爱。

15 In consideration of X, S+V ~ 考虑到……


In consideration of the benefi ts of short vacations, I would rather have them frequently instead of one long vacation.

考虑到短假的优点，与其放一个长假我宁愿经常放短假。

16 As we have seen, S+V ~ 正如我们所见，……


As we have seen, modern technologies such as the Internet and mobile communications have changed our lives quite profoundly.

正如我们所见，像网络和手机通信这样的现代技术已经极大地改变了我们的生活。

Check−Up

Using the given expressions, translate the following into English.

1 除了玩电子游戏外，比起读书来，孩子们更喜欢看电视。 (Aside from X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* video games 电子游戏

2 乐观的态度有助于你克服困难。另外，也鼓励他人承受困难。 (In addition, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* an optimistic attitude 乐观的态度

3 比起图书馆，主题公园大概是更好的、与家人共度时光的地方。 (Presumably, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* a theme park 主题公园

4 我希望在上大学之前能去许多国家旅行。 (I wish ~)

___________________________________________

* go to university 上大学

5 假设你被老师责备了，但是你认为那并不是你的错。 (Suppose S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be blamed by ~ 被……责备

6 学生违反校规要受到惩罚。也就是说，学生应该遵守校规。 (In other words, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* school rules 校规

7 考虑到英语在我国日益增长的重要性，许多学生选择出国留学。(In consideration of X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* study abroad 出国留学

8 与其花很多钱买新衣服，我宁愿穿校服。 (I would rather ~ than ~)

___________________________________________

* school uniform 校服

9 尽管矿物燃料有优点，但是它也加剧了空气污染，并且，有些矿物燃料在不久的将来就会用尽。 (Moreover, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* run out 用尽

10 依我看，什么都不做也比看电视好。 (From my point of view, it is better to-V ~)

___________________________________________

* do nothing 什么都不做

11 待在家里比在游乐园排一整天队更好。 (A is preferable to B)

___________________________________________

* stand in line 排队

12 如果我是雇主，我会高薪聘请一个有经验的员工。 (If S+V-ed ~, S+would+V ~)

___________________________________________

* at a higher salary 以高薪

13 我希望我能回到过去，与著名的哲学家苏格拉底见面。 (I wish ~)

___________________________________________

* travel back in time 回到过去，时光倒流

14 有些人花钱太容易了，特别是他们喜欢疯狂购物。 (In particular, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* go on a shopping spree 疯狂购物

15 我们可以通过挽救热带雨林来保护濒危动物。另外，这么做还有助于进一步防止空气污染。 (In addition, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* endangered animals 濒危动物

16 大概没有人愿意独自生活一辈子，一个朋友都没有。 (Presumably, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* for one’s whole life 一生，一辈子

17 我们假设政府投入了很多钱探索外太空。 (Let’s assume that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* explore outer space 探索外太空

18 考虑到需要新的教育设施，我希望我们社区建一所高中。(In consideration of X, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* an education facility 教育设施

19 假设学生穿校服就会感到更少来自同龄人的压力。 (Suppose S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* peer pressure 来自同龄人的压力

20 许多孩子每天看很长时间电视。更重要的是，他们在电视上看到太多暴力。 (More importantly, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* watch TV 看电视

21 正如我们所看到的，住在宿舍里新生可以从高年级学生那获得各种帮助。(As we have seen, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* live in a dormitory 住在宿舍

22 我们假设感冒与寒冷的天气有关。 (Let’s assume that S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* have to do with ~ 与……有关

23 特别是，我认为应该允许学生选择他们想学的。(In particular, S+V ~)

___________________________________________

* be allowed to-V ~ 被允许做某事

24 如果人们给孩子买不起食物，他们会感到很绝望。(If S+V-ed ~, S+would+V ~)

___________________________________________

* feel hopeless 感到绝望，感到无助

Writing Practice


A
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using technology such as computers or television or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you prefer?

→From my point of view, it is better 
for students to study at home by using technology because they can save a lot of time.



依我看，学生在家用高科技手段学习更好，因为这样能节省很多时间。



1 You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either a piece of jewelry you like or tickets to a concert you want to attend. Which would you buy?

→I would rather______________________

与其买音乐会的票，我宁愿买珠宝，因为这是投资的好办法。

2 Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you think is better?

→______________________is preferable to______________________

在家吃比去餐馆吃更好，因为在家我可以吃到健康的食物。

3 Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may choose to live in university dormitories, or they may choose to live in apartments in the community. Where would you prefer to live?

→I would rather______________________

与其花很多时间找公寓，我宁愿住在宿舍里。

4 Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend time with a large number of friends. Which way of spending time do you think is better?

→ From my point of view, it is better______________________

依我看，最好和几个密友在一起，因为我甚至可以与他们分享我的秘密。

5 Your school has enough money to purchase either computers for students or books for the library. Which should your school choose to buy—computers or books?

→______________________is preferable to______________________

买电脑比买书好，因为学生可以在网上读电子书。


B
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow the customs of their new country. Others prefer to keep their own customs. Which one do you think is better?

→If I moved to a foreign country, 
I would follow its customs to adapt to the new environment more quickly.



如果我出国，我将遵循当地传统以更快地适应新环境。



1 Some people say that physical exercise should be a required part of every school day. Other people believe that students should spend the entire school day on academic studies. Which opinion do you agree with?

→Let’s assume that______________________

我们假设学生很少运动，那么他们的健康就会存在一些问题。

2 What do you want most in a friend—someone who is intelligent, someone who has a sense of humor, or someone who is reliable? Which one of these characteristics is most important to you?

→Presumably,______________________

大概每个人在遇到麻烦时都需要可以提供建议的朋友。

3 Some people prefer to enjoy their money when they earn it. Others choose to save their money for some time in the future. Which do you think is better?

→Suppose______________________

假设当你急需用钱时却没有一分钱。

4 Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation each year. Others believe that students should have several short vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you agree with?

→If______________________

如果我拥有的是几个短假而不是一个长假，我在学校的一整年都会保持精神振奋。

5 Some people think that governments should spend as much money as possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people disagree and think that this money should be spent on more basic needs. Which one of these opinions do you agree with?

→If______________________

如果政府没有满足社会的基本需要，穷人就会受更多的苦。


C
 Read the following questions, and complete the answers as shown in the example.


If you were an employer, which kind of worker would you prefer to hire: an inexperienced worker at a lower salary or an experienced worker at a higher salary?

→
Not all experienced workers work efficiently.

 In addition, 
some of them can even be tardy.



并非所有有经验的工人都那么高效。另外，他们中有些人甚至还很磨蹭。



1 Some people trust their first impressions about a person’s character because they believe these judgments are generally correct. Other people do not judge a person’s character quickly because they believe first impressions are often wrong. Which attitude do you agree with?

→______________________In other words,______________________

没有人在仅见过一面后就能准确地判断出一个人的性格。换言之，第一印象并不可靠。

2 Some people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Which kind of friends do you prefer for yourself?

→______________________More importantly,______________________

每个人都有自己不同的观点，即使是朋友之间。更重要的是，不同的观点通常导致朋友间的争吵。

3 Some people prefer to spend most of their time alone. Others like to be with friends most of the time. Which way of spending time do you think is better?

→______________________In addition,______________________

好朋友可以帮助我走出困境。另外，他们有时是我生活中的老师。

4 A company is going to give some money either to support the arts or to protect the environment. Which do you think the company should choose?

→______________________In particular,______________________

无疑，我们需要一个洁净的生活环境，尤其是如果没有可呼吸的空气，哪怕是一会儿，我们都无法生存。

5 Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning. Which view do you agree with?

→As we have seen,______________________

正如我们所见，抓住机会不仅是成功的捷径，也是最佳方式。

Writing Challenge

Read the following questions, and write two or three sentences on what you think about each one.


You have enough money to purchase either a house or a business. Which would you choose to buy? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.


Buy a house:
 　If I cannot make a profit out of a business, I may lose all the money. Therefore, I would rather purchase a house than invest my money in a business.



Buy a business:
 　I can have both a house and a business if I purchase the business first. In other words, I should purchase a business first so that I can buy a house with the profits from the business.




1 Some items (such as clothes or furniture) can be made by hand or by machine. Which do you prefer—items made by hand or items made by machine? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.


Prefer handmade items:
 　______________________


Prefer machine-made items:
 　______________________

2 Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice


Live in a traditional house:
 　______________________


Live in an apartment:
 　______________________

3 Some people believe that the best way to learn about life is by listening to the advice of family and friends. Other people believe that the best way to learn about life is through personal experience. Which way of learning do you think is better? Use specific examples to support your preference.


Others’ advice:
 　______________________


Personal experience:
 　______________________

4 Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.


A lot of valuable information:
 　______________________


Too much information:
 　______________________

5 Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects. Other universities require students to specialize in one subject. Which policy do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


Many subjects:
 　______________________


One subject:
 　______________________


PART 4 Introducing iBT Writing

This part will help you practice basic skills for the TOEFL®
 writing. It consists of brainstorming & outlining, note taking, and paraphrasing & summarizing. These skills will be useful tools when you address both the Integrated and the Independent Task of the Writing section on the TOEFL®
 iBT.
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Unit 17 Brainstorming & Outlining

| Brainstorming |

Brainstorming is the process of generating ideas before you begin to write about a topic. You should come up with as many ideas as possible about the topic. If you put down those ideas on paper, it will help you to choose an appropriate, logical organization for the information in your essay. As a way of writing down ideas on paper, you can use a cluster diagram, also known as a mind map.

How to Brainstorm

1 Read the essay topic, and identify the task. It is essential to understand what the essay topic requires you to do if you want to brainstorm in the right direction.

2 Take a position about the statement in theessay topic. Do you agree or disagree with it?

3 Write down as many ideas as you can to support your opinion. Some ideas will be more general, others will be more specifi c, and others may have little to do with your opinion.


Sample

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

A person should never make an important decision alone.

Use specifi c reasons and examples to support your answer.
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| Outlining |

Outlining refers to organizing the ideas from the brainstorming process in order to get a sketch of your essay. In the outlining stage, you should distinguish major ideas from minor ones and arrange them according to the typical structure of the TOEFL®
 essay: introduction, body, and conclusion.

How to Outline

1 Look at your brainstorm, and choose the best ideas. You can group similar ideas and cross out the ideas which are unconnected to the topic.

2 State your thesis clearly in the introduction. A thesis statement should show what your position is about the essay topic.

3 Set aside the main ideas and supporting ideas for the body. These main ideas are supposed to be topic sentences in the body paragraphs. There are usually two or three of them. To develop the main ideas, you also need supporting details and examples.

4 Provide a summary in the conclusion. You may restate your thesis and summarize the main points discussed in the body paragraphs.


Sample


Introduction


An important decision should not be made without consulting others.


Body Paragraph 1


Others’ advice is helpful.

- knowledge and expertise

- school counselor’s advice about what courses to take


Body Paragraph 2


Can share others’ experiences

- had to decide whether to study abroad

- information from a friend who has studied overseas


Body Paragraph 3




Can get a different perspective

- wanted to join the school play but was not confi dent

- encouragement from a friend


Conclusion


With an important decision, I always seek others’ advice so that I can benefi t from their knowledge, experience, and perspectives.



Practice with Agree / Disagree Questions

1 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates have more influence on a child’s success at school than parents do. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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2 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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3 Do you agree or disagree with the following quotation? “When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.” Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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4 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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5 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better than other types of communication, such as letters, email, or telephone calls. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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6 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There is nothing that young people can teach older people. Use specific reasons and details to support your opinion.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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7 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology has made the world a better place to live in. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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8 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Letting a friend make a mistake is better than saying or doing something that would destroy the friendship. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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Practice with Preference Questions

1 Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop your essay.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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2 Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects. Other universities require students to specialize in one subject. Which is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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3 Some people think that governments should spend as much money as possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people think that this money should be spent on more basic needs. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

A. Brainstorm

[image: ]


B. Outline
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4 Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small company. Which option do you think is better? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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5 Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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6 Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to travel alone. Which do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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7 Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

A. Brainstorm

[image: ]


B. Outline

[image: ]


8 Some people prefer to spend their free time outdoors. Other people prefer to spend their leisure time indoors. Which option do you think is better for your leisure activities? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.

A. Brainstorm
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B. Outline
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Unit 18 Note Taking

Note taking is an essential skill in most academic classes because students need to sort, organize, and remember what is presented in their lectures and textbooks. Note-taking skills help students effectively summarize, paraphrase, and cite information from the source material.

How to Take Notes Effectively

1 Focus on the topic and main points. Distinguish the more important points from the less important ones being made. Jot down the main issues, not the details.

2 Take notes by analyzing the reading text and lecture. In order to see the construction of the text and lecture, try to change lines, indent, or give numbers if necessary.

3 Try not to write down every word of a lecture or copy long excerpts from the text. One of the important features of note taking is that you are making a digest of the originals and translating the information into your own words. Use symbols and abbreviations to digest the originals.

4 Use the style of note taking that works best for you.


Sample


Franchise


A franchise
 is a license purchased by an individual store owner to use the brand name, training, and supplies of a chain store. Some examples are McDonald’s and Jiffy Lube.

The buyer of a franchise benefi ts from the instant name recognition
 of the national chain store, thereby allowing him or her to save on advertising costs. In return, the seller requires that the buyer meet the seller’s quality-control standards
 . Franchise owners join together to buy supplies in bulk
 directly from the national chain, resulting in lower costs
 than if they had to buy individually.




Franchise


1. def. - license 2 use brand name (e.g. McDonald’s & Jiffy Lube)

2. advantages - instant name recog. → advertising costs ↓

- good quality control

- bulk purchasing → costs ↓

How to Make Abbreviations

1 Omit the letters in the middle of the word, and leave the beginning and ending parts of the word to recognize the word itself.

important → imp’t
 　government → gov’t
 　clerk → clk
 　international → int’l


2 Omit the vowels in the word.

people → ppl
 　foot / feet → ft
 　year → yr
 　hour → hr


3 Omit the ending part of the word.

information → info
 　different → diff.
 　question → Q
 　language → lang.


4 Use the number or letter that has the same pronunciation as the word.

to → 2
 　you → U
 　for → 4
 　see → C


5 Latin abbreviations

and so on → etc.
 　for example → e.g.
 　compare → cf.
 　that is → i.e.


Useful Symbols and Abbreviations
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Check−Up


A
 Read each sentence, and complete the notes using symbols and abbreviations.

Birds are an example
 of something that drives
 the cost of wind farms up.

（e.g.） birds（→）wind farm cost（↑）

1 In contrast to gas guzzling
 SUVs, smart cars lessen
 gas consumption considerably.

SUVs (gas（　）)（　）smart cars (gas（　）)

2 Regarding
 megastores, they are especially
 good for busy people because
 they offer one-stop shopping.

（　）megastores –（　）good for busy（　）(b/c one-stop shopping)

3 Self-checkout systems at supermarkets offer greater
 convenience to shoppers than
 cashiers because
 they can be used at any time.

convenience: self-checkout systems（　）cashiers (（　）can be used anytime)

4 Early retirement without
 enough money to live on will cause
 depression.

early retirement（　）enough money（　）depression

5 Buzz marketing is the result o
 f word of mouth about a product being spread between
 many people.

buzz marketing（　）word of mouth（　）many

6 Web-based surveys offer increased
 freedom since
 they can be conducted without
 human interaction.

web-based surveys → freedom（　）(（　）conducted（　）human interaction)

7 The cost of a well-planned computer voting system
 is much less than
 that of a paper voting system.


cost – computer（　）（　）paper（　）

8 Self-deception is an especially big problem
 in cases involving
 substance abuse.

self-deception -（　）substance abuse

9 The decline
 of the menhaden has reduced the number of
 bird species that use it as a food source.

menhaden（　）→ birds that feed on it（　）

10 A college education
 is still the best investment
 a person can make in his or her entire life.

（　）best（　）in life


B
 Complete the following short passages according to the notes.

self-deception → workplace productivity ↓

– e.g. addiction to TV / computer games → work levels ↓

Self-deception causes our (1)
 workplace productivity
 to suffer (2)
 diminishing
 levels of return. Prolonged bouts of (3)
 self-deception
 , such as a strong addiction to television or computer games, can cause work levels to diminish to dangerously (4)
 low
 levels.

1 Trace fossils – traces left behind creature (cf. body fossils)

– e.g. traces of footprints / dung

(1)______________________are traces left behind by a creature, rather than (2)______________________of the creature itself. Some such trace fossils are of (3)______________________or (4)______________________that was preserved in the elements over time.


2 Human cloning = copying of human genetic tissue mat.

- procedure: donor → egg cell → genetic mat. (↔ nucleus) → new cell

Human cloning is the (1)______________________of human genetic tissue material. It is performed by taking an (2)______________________from a donor, removing the (3)______________________, and adding the genetic material to be cloned, therefore forming a (4)______________________.

3 TV addiction → many prob. w/socialization & workplace productivity

∵ TV addiction ↑ vs. human interaction ↓

(1)______________________can lead to many problems with (2)______________________and (3)______________________for those who suffer from it. TV addiction often increases to problematic levels when it occurs in conjunction with a decreased number of (4)______________________with others.

4 doctors: hate 2 work in rural areas

∵ equipment ↓, patient cooperation ↓ & sterility of operating conditions ↓

Sometimes doctors hate to work in (1)______________________to help sick and injured people who do not have access to a hospital. The reasons for this unwillingness are that the (2)______________________in rural clinics is often poor, the patients do not always (3)______________________, and the level of sterility in the operating rooms is (4)______________________.

5 econ. theory of utility → measures consumer satisfaction

– e.g. better tasting hamburger → utility ↑

The (1)______________________measures the level of (2)______________________with a product. For example, if a man likes the (3)______________________at restaurant #1 better than at restaurant #2, the utility of the first hamburger is (4)______________________for that consumer.

6 space exploration → improvements in science & general knowledge

- inventions: microwave oven & firefighting equipment

- knowledge of Earth ↑ re: meteorology & cartography

The (1)______________________has resulted in a number of improvements in (2)______________________. Just a few of the many inventions that have resulted from the space program include (3)______________________. Additionally, the space program has increased man’s knowledge of Earth with regards to various fields of study such as (4) ______________________ .

Practice with Note Taking


A
 Read the following passages, and complete the notes.

1 Wind farms produce energy by harnessing wind power. Wind farms require a large amount of land in a place far from cities, where land is inexpensive, and people do not want to live next door to them. Also, the windmill blades, which generate electricity, can break down easily when birds and debris get caught, raising the cost of the energy created.


Disadvantages of
 (1)______________________

1. need (2)______________________(price ↓ & ppl ↓)

2. birds & debris → windmill breakdown → (3)______________________↑

2 The smart car is a vehicle that is easy to park since it is small enough to be parked nose-in in places where a conventionally sized car would have to be parallel parked. Because of its light weight, it gets very high gas mileage. It is also manufactured in a very environmentally friendly manner in terms of assembly, painting, and recycling features.


Advantages of the Smart Car




1. easy 2 park: short → (1)______________________

2. (2)______________________↑ b/c lighter weight

3. friendly 2 environ. – assembly, painting, & (3)______________________

3 Megastores tend to be located in the suburbs, close to residential areas and accessible by major highways. Their size and extensive inventory result in several advantages. They can buy in large quantities, lowering the cost of each unit, so the savings are passed on to the consumer. Those low prices make the stores popular with large families, and the variety of goods allows the convenience of one-stop shopping.


Advantages of Megastores




1. easily (1)______________________– close to residential areas & major highways

2. size → prices ↓ b/c buy (2)______________________

3. inventory of various goods → (3)______________________possible

4 Buzz marketing creates a “buzz” through individual word-of-mouth references and follow-up. It can cause confusion and misunderstanding for messages, however. These are not one-way announcements, though, like in traditional marketing and advertisements. Also, reaching a large audience through buzz marketing can be expensive, and the results are not always worth the effort.


Disadvantages of Buzz Marketing




1. causes (1)______________________

2. (2)______________________

3. payback – not always (3)______________________

5 Web-based surveys are convenient since they can be taken anytime. People can take the surveys at their own pace and without human interaction. Furthermore, they can get instant results since the answers are gathered and analyzed, and trends can be determined as soon as the survey is completed.


Advantages of Web-Based Surveys




1. can be taken (1)______________________– respondent’s own pace

2. conduct surveys w/o (2)______________________

3. can get (3)______________________results

6 Computerized voting systems cost a lot less than paper voting systems if they are well planned. Once voting ends, the results can be tallied instantly, and the outcome is known immediately. In addition, these systems eliminate human error in vote counting, and they can perform instant recounts when the results of the election are too close to determine a winner.


Advantages of Computerized Voting Systems




1. (1)______________________– computerized voting < paper voting

2. results & outcome – (2)______________________

3. (3)______________________↓ & instant recount


B
 Listen to the lectures, and complete the following notes.


1
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Advantages of Wind Farms




1. no pollution – no sulfur / (1)______________________

2. cost – wind farms ＜ (2)______________________

3. wind blows ∴ (3)______________________


2
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Disadvantages of the Smart Car




1. size – too (1)______________________for families w/ kids / heavy loads

2. appearance – some ppl think they’re (2)______________________

3. (3)______________________↓ ← if hit by a larger car


3
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Disadvantages of Megastores




1. hard 2 find things → (1)______________________

2. (2)______________________↓ – few knowledgeable service people

3. amounts too large, esp. (3)______________________→ waste


4
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Advantages of Buzz Marketing




1. focus on consumers (1)______________________

2. (2)______________________spread by consumers→ (3)______________________& know why need product


5
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Disadvantages of Web-Based Surveys




1. no (1)______________________→ (2)______________________ answers

2. one person → repeated surveys → (3)______________________results


6
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Advantages of Paper Voting




1. no expensive setup → (1)______________________↓

2. (2)______________________– no machine breakdown

3. can be used as (3)______________________


C
 Take notes on the following reading passages and the corresponding lectures.


1
 Read the following passage.

There are several advantages of franchises. A well-known franchise, such as McDonald’s, which is famed for its golden arches, has instant brand recognition among customers. So the company does not have to advertise its brand. Furthermore, its products are produced in one place and delivered to each franchise to ensure the highest quality. In addition, the bookkeeping involved in running the business is done using a single method, which makes reporting taxes both easy and uniform.


Advantages of Franchises




1. (1)______________________↑ w/o ads

2. production in 1 place → (2)______________________

3. (3)______________________→ easy & uniform tax reporting


Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about
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Disadvantages of Franchises




1. many places look (1)______________________

2. production in 1 place → (2)______________________↑

3. simple bookkeeping → useless in places w/ (3) ______________________


2
 Read the following passage.

Human cloning, if it is performed with the highest moral and ethical constraints, offers many benefits to humans. Through cloning, a person killed in an accident could be cloned and returned to his or her family. Another positive aspect of cloning is the ability it would give us to produce healthy babies, with the physical attributes chosen by the parents, and without the dangers that natural birth poses to the mother or the child. Finally, people will be able to create clones of themselves in order to harvest their organs or other tissues if they have a medical issue. This way, a person in need of a heart transplant could simply use his clone’s heart without the fear of his body rejecting it.


Advantages of Human Cloning




1. a person killed in an accident – (1)

2. healthy babies – selected (2)______________________& no danger 2 mother / child

3. clones of oneself – use organs / tissues, e.g. (3)


Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.
 　08
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Disadvantages of Human Cloning




1. playing God – beyond (1)______________________constraints

2. accidental (2)______________________→ human race ↓

3. possible (3)______________________of a cloned baby ← faulty lab procedures


3
 Read the following passage.

Supermarket self-checkout systems rely on the accuracy of their computerized scanning hardware. Customers can scan, weigh, bag, and pay for goods by themselves, thus avoiding long checkout lines. The stores themselves can hire fewer cashiers, saving on labor costs and passing those savings on to the customer. Also, the stores can offer customer-specific services, such as selecting advertisements useful to a particular customer by building a database of each customer’s buying habits and characteristics.


Advantages of Self-checkout Systems




1. (1)______________________checkout → shorter lines

2. fewer cashiers → (2)______________________↓

3. (3)______________________→ e.g. ads for a particular customer


Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.
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Disadvantages of the Self-checkout Systems




1. not (1)______________________4 customers

2. hard 2 remove a wrong item → (2)______________________– no help

3. encourage buying (3)______________________


4
 Read the following passage.

Speed cameras are installed as stand-alone speed-rule enforcement tools. They are connected to the central system and monitored remotely by people or computer programs. Speed cameras are much cheaper to operate and maintain than traffic police. Also, they are machine-based and not controlled by people. So their judgment is fair, and the traffic rules are enforced more accurately and consistently. Finally, speed cameras can replace traffic policemen, thus reducing the overall police force. This would help the police take care of other important and urgent duties.


Advantages of Speed Cameras




1. (1)______________________than traffic police

2. machine-based → (2)______________________

→ accurate & consistent enforcement of rules

3. replace (3)______________________→ take care of other duties


Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.
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Disadvantages of Speed Cameras




1. (1)“______________________” upsets ppl

2. recording errors → (2)______________________

3. ticket avoided ← (3)______________________only near camera


5
 Read the following passage.

Web-based storybooks are electronic books in a web format. They are interactive and dynamic. For example, they often take the reader to different pages based on the reader’s wishes or answers. Since they are only published on the web, updating their contents is done in real time, and deleting old books is easy. Besides, the cost of putting them online is much cheaper than printing them on paper, and they can be distributed more broadly.


Advantages of Web-Based Story Books




1. (1)______________________& dynamic → diff. pages based on the reader’s wishes / answers

2. (2)______________________& ez 2 delete old books

3. publishing cost ↓ & broader (3)______________________


Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.
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Disadvantages of Web-Based Storybooks




1. no (1)______________________→ book poorly assembled / links don’t work / disappears

2. must be on Internet → cannot (2)______________________in book

3. cannot use w/o (3)______________________→ no reading on beach / in bed at night


6
 Read the following passage.

Group study is very effective when you do not completely understand a subject or when there are too many subjects to study. It is easier for a group to tackle a difficult set of topics than for a person to do everything alone. Group discussion serves to clarify issues and generate a broader range of opinions and proposed solutions. Topics can also be divided into subparts and assigned to individual group members or subgroups. Working with other group members can lead to long-term personal or professional relationships.


Advantages of Group Study




1. difficult topics – (1)______________________→ better opinions / results

2. too many (2)______________________- subparts assigned 2 members / subgroups

3. long-term (3)______________________


Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.
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Disadvantages of Group Study




1. in-depth studying 4 a single subjt → (1)______________________↓

2. not good when (2)______________________answers needed

3. distraction from study → (3)______________________↓


Unit 19 Paraphrasing & Summarizing

Paraphrasing and summarizing are essential skills in academic writing, including both the Integrated and Independent tasks on the TOEFL®
 iBT. Having these skills will help you take greater control of your writing.

| Paraphrasing |

Paraphrasing is expressing someone else’s ideas in your own words. In order to paraphrase a passage, first you need to change its structure, and then you need to replace the words with synonyms. Also, you should not omit the major details of the original text.

How to Paraphrase

1 Understand the basic point of the original text.

2 Change the structure. For example, you can change the voice, break up long sentences, or combine short ones.

3 Change the words, making use of synonyms or phrases that express the same meaning. You do not have to change technical terms and conventional designations.

e.g. The causes of autism have been a matter of dispute among scientists for a long time.


Basic point
 The causes of autism are controversial among scientists.

→ Scientists have disputed the causes of autism for a long time. (Structure change)

→ Researchers have not yet agreed on what causes autism. (Word change)


Sample

One way to fi ght global warming is to raise the gasoline tax. Raising this tax would make it more expensive for people to drive. The desired effect would be for people to drive less and try to conserve more gas. This would result in less gasoline being burned and, in turn, less damage being done to the ozone layer.

Raising the gasoline tax can help stop global warming. This measure would restrain driving, making it more expensive, and thus would reduce the consumption of gasoline. This decrease in gasoline burning would help protect the ozone layer.



| Summarizing |

Summarizing is to extract only the most essential ideas of someone else’s work. When you summarize a passage, fi rst you need to understand the meaning of the passage, and then you need to capture in your own words the most important points from the original text. You should not include the details in a summary. A summary should be shorter than a paraphrase.

How to Summarize

1 Read the text carefully. Determine its structure, and identify the author’s purpose. You need to read it more than once to understand it completely and accurately.

2 Locate the topic sentence and other main points. You can underline or highlight key words.

3 Paraphrase the main points in your own words. Make sure that you are faithful to the meaning of the original text. You should never include your opinion.

4 Use the present tense.

5 At the beginning of the summary, cite the author and name of the work, if any.

6 Include verbs indicating the source of a statement. (e.g. The author says, states, contends, argues, etc.)

e.g. Because of their diversity, seven separate groupings or divisions of algae have been established by botanists.


Key words
 seven separate groupings / algae / botanists

→ Botanists have classifi ed algae into seven types. (Summary 1)

→ Botanically, there are seven types of algae. (Summary 2)


Sample

One way to fi ght global warming is to raise the gasoline tax. Raising this tax would make it more expensive for people to drive. The desired effect would be for people to drive less and try to conserve more gas. This would result in less gasoline being burned and, in turn, less damage being done to the ozone layer.

Increasing the gasoline tax might slow global warming by forcing people to use less gas for driving, resulting in less harm to the ozone layer.



Practice with Paraphrasing


A
 Choose the best paraphrase of each sentence.

1 Megastores do not require the customer to purchase large quantities of items.

(A) Customers do not have to buy goods in bulk at megastores.

(B) Megastores do not carry large quantities of products for customers.

(C) Customers must buy a large number of items at megastores.

2 The use of speed cameras is backed only by misleading statistics.

(A) Statistics show that speed cameras are effective.

(B) Speed cameras are only useful in certain driving situations.

(C) Only unreliable statistics support using speed cameras.

3 Advertisements increase consumer spending.

(A) Consumer spending on advertisements is on the increase.

(B) Consumers spend more due to advertisements.

(C) Advertisements have an effect on consumer spending.

4 Studies show that lie detectors are accurate in almost 91% of all cases.

(A) 91% of lie detectors have been examined accurately.

(B) Research suggests lie detectors are 91% accurate at detecting lies.

(C) The accuracy of lie detectors is about 91% according to research.

5 TV has the ability to shut out the rest of our crazy world completely.

(A) With the help of TV, we can escape from this insane world.

(B) When watching TV, we always isolate ourselves from the abnormal world.

(C) TV can totally prevent the rest of our world from going crazy.

6 The release of fossil fuels by humans is the largest source of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

(A) Humans release the most carbon dioxide into the air by burning fossil fuels.

(B) Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is caused by the burning of fossil fuels.

(C) Humans are the most responsible for the air pollution caused by carbon dioxide.

7 E-books have the ability to store a large amount of data.

(A) Not much data can be held in E-books.

(B) Large storage capacity is one feature of E-books.

(C) E-books can be sold in large quantities at stores.

8 Fluorine, which is used in the production of uranium, is a very toxic gaseous chemical.

(A) Uranium is made from poisonous fluorine gas.

(B) Fluorine is a very poisonous gas used to produce uranium.

(C) Since it is used to produce uranium, gaseous fluorine is very harmful.

9 Tough grading makes it hard for students to get into colleges and universities.

(A) Students cannot apply to colleges and universities because of a strict grading policy.

(B) Colleges and universities never accept students with low grades.

(C) Students have difficulty entering colleges and universities due to strict grading.

10 Human cloning offers the hope of repairing diseased organs.

(A) Fixing failed body parts may be possible with human cloning.

(B) Organic diseases can spread through human cloning.

(C) The cloning of deceased humans may bring them back to life.

11 The treasure described in the Copper Scroll consists of vast quantities of gold and silver.

(A) Vast quantities of gold and silver are contained in the Copper Scroll.

(B) The Copper Scroll describes a large treasure of gold and silver.

(C) The Copper Scroll is made of gold and silver treasure.

12 Political activism is often expressed through community-based theater.

(A) Political expression is discouraged in local theater groups.

(B) Political activists are actors from community-based theaters.

(C) Community-based theater can provide an outlet for political activists.


B
 Read each sentence, and rewrite it in your own words.

1 The school board decided that the new curriculum should be centered on math and science.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

2 Some people may value science less than literature in terms of human development.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

3 Jazz influenced American popular music of the 1920s in many ways.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

4 In view of the weather, the experiment will be postponed.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

5 The winter moth is regarded as one of the major harmful plant pests in Europe.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

6 Group studying enhances students’ performances both in class discussions and on tests.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

7 Victorian literature often made fun of the English aristocracy and its shortcomings.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

8 Geopolitics has become increasingly complicated due to the rise of the Internet.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

9 A melanoma is a growth on the skin that contains cancer cells.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

10 The scientist Copernicus was one of the most influential men in history.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

11 Airplanes have to receive permission from the control tower before they can take off.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

12 The ocean is full of countless mysterious creatures that humans do not yet know much about.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

13 The battle for equal rights for women in America was both long and difficult.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

14 Acid rain contains toxins that come from factories and are absorbed into the atmosphere.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

15 Dinosaurs disappeared from the face of the Earth many millions of years ago.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

16 Wounds can be fatal to hemophiliacs because their bleeding does not stop by itself.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

17 The Pilgrims left England for the New World because they were seeking an escape from religious persecution.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

18 Jesse James was surely the most feared outlaw in the Wild West.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

19 Many schools are starting to emphasize the study of math and science more than they did in the past.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

20 Most students become bored with subjects that have no practical application in the real world.


Paraphrase
 ______________________

Practice with Summarizing


A
 Read each sentence, and summarize it as shown in the example.


Some people go to college to learn a trade, some go to enter a profession, and others, having no immediate career goals, go for the love of learning.


Key words
 　go to college / learn a trade / enter a profession / the love of learning



Summary
 　People attend college for different reasons.




1　The microwave oven allows one to cook food without using the power needed for a gas or electric oven, and it enables one to prepare food quickly and without using as many pots, pans, and utensils.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

2 Studies show that watching violence on TV and playing violent video games can lead to increased violent behavior.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

3 Universities justify spending a lot of money on sports by saying that good sports programs attract better students and faculty.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

4 A good system of public transportation in a large city reduces traffic, saves money on road construction, and lessens harm to the ozone layer.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

5 Bicyclists have long complained about the lack of bike paths and sidewalk access in American cities.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

6 Eighty percent of all college students in the U.S. have at least one part-time job, and some work full-time, which takes their focus away from school and gives them little time for academics.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

7 Cell phone usage and noise have caused a decline in the quality of our civic life and led to a more self-centered outlook on the world.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

8 The rise in Earth’s temperature over the last century has triggered the melting of glaciers, increased hurricane activity, and the erosion of the beaches.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

9 As more and more people reach retirement age in America, there will be a greater demand for hospital care, assisted-living centers, and nursing homes.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

10 While computers have made many tasks easier and quicker, they have also made social interaction less personal by encouraging communication by e-mail or instant messaging.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

11 Rising tuition costs and the cost of living are turning many potential students away from college campuses.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________

12 The space program has increased man’s knowledge of Earth with regards to meteorology, cartography, geology, and communications.


Key words
 ______________________


Summary
 ______________________


B
 Read each passage, and summarize it in one sentence.

1 A national park is public land protected by law from overdevelopment and pollution. The world’sfirst national park, Yellowstone National Park in the state of Wyoming, was established in 1872. The U.S. Congress continued to pass laws creating many national parks, and, in 1916, an agency, the National Park Service, was formed to govern the parks. Today there are 360 national parks, costing U.S. taxpayers about $2.2 billion each year.


Summary
 ______________________

2 People are living a lot longer now than in the past. Hospitals have very advanced equipment that helps doctors diagnose and remedy health problems. Doctors are getting state-of-the-art training throughout the world. Also, doctors are able to prescribe many new medications to help people treat and avoid health concerns.


Summary
 ______________________

3 Embryonic stem cells are cells that appear in human embryos a few days after fertilization. Because they can grow into any kind of tissue in the body, they may make medical breakthroughs, such as regenerating spinal cords, possible. Their use has triggered ethical objections, however, as some believe the cells are forms of human life and thus should not be destroyed for use in medical experiments.


Summary
 ______________________

4 The cost of housing in big cities is very expensive. In addition, almost everything costs more than it would in smaller towns. Food, gasoline, and basic living supplies are substantially more expensive in the cities. Many people are choosing to live outside of the cities and drive to work. They can often buy homes for half of the price that they could in the city.


Summary
 ______________________

5 Modern movies are amazing. They show marvelous special effects created by computers. Computers allow special effects artists lots of freedom. They are able to make monsters, edit backgrounds, and modify scenes. In addition, many modern blockbusters cost over 100 million dollars when directors create them. This huge amount of money allows them to get famous actors and travel to lots of locations.


Summary
 ______________________

6 The U.S. expanded differently than the European powers. England, France, and Spain fought wars with each other in attempts to acquire new territory. They also colonized other lands throughout the world. They used military forces to obtain land. The U.S., on the other hand, gained most of its land peacefully. The country purchased Florida, Louisiana, and Alaska. Texas voluntarily joined the country, and the U.S. acquired the southwest after Mexico attacked America.


Summary
 ______________________

7 Computers are becoming more and more powerful. During the 1990s, the memory and processing speeds of computers were doubling every year or two. This growth has slowed a bit, but they are still growing very quickly. The size of the hardware needed to store information is also shrinking. 40 years ago, NASA needed a computer the size of a room to do calculus equations. Now that power can be held in someone’s hand with a calculator.


Summary
 ______________________

8 Divorces are becoming more frequent in industrialized countries. As countries become wealthier, the status of women often increases. Women are usually added to the workforce. They gain solid jobs and become more economically independent. An independent woman is more likely to seek a divorce since she can sustain herself without a husband. Also, the rights of women usually increase as a country industrializes. In many poor, conservative societies, women do not even have the right to divorce; only men can.


Summary
 ______________________

9 Entertainment is changing society’s perception of what is acceptable behavior. Many movies are becoming more violent and sexual in nature. Most popular movies contain many explosions, deaths, and questionable behavior by women. Pop singers are also following this trend. Popular music videos are highlighted by scantily clad women dancing provocatively.


Summary
 ______________________

10 Many cities are expanding their mass transit systems. As people learn more about the dangers of the greenhouse effect, more cities want to reduce pollution. This means making more bus routes, adding train tracks, and, most importantly, expanding subways. Subways are becoming larger in terms of new lines being added, and, when possible, they add more trains per line. This effort helps to get more cars off of the streets and puts less pollution in the air.


Summary
 ______________________

11 Just 20 years ago, almost no one had a video game console or a personal computer at home. Now, most households have a few of each. Many children are spending much of their time playing video games, sending email, or chatting online. They are doing these activities instead of playing outside. This is causing problems like children being overweight and out of shape.


Summary
 ______________________

12 Biologists have found that constant commercial fishing can be very harmful to the ecosystems from which they take fish. Some of the problems surrounding the overfishing of commercial waters have to do with the irreversible alteration of the ecosystem by removing important fish species. By removing these important species, other dependent life forms, such as plankton and algae, might become overabundant and block out sunlight, which will lead to the death of fragile coral and sponge species.


Summary
 ______________________

13 The zebra mussel was originally found in freshwater lakes in Russia, but it now has spread to the lakes of North America. This creature is a nuisance to humans and is deadly to other aquatic life. First, the zebra mussel is so aggressive that it threatens native populations of freshwater mussels by taking all of the food and blocking the freshwater mussels’ air valves. Second, the zebra mussel releases phosphorus into the water, causing aquatic plants to grow too rapidly, and it blocks out sunlight, which endangers many local species. Third, it can clog pipes that feed water into city water supplies.


Summary
 ______________________

14 Over the last century, the type of people typically attending college has changed in America. In the past, college educations were too expensive for regular people. Only society’s elite classes could afford to obtain a college education. New financial aid sources plus a rise in the income levels of the middle class have made college more affordable. People from many classes can now afford to get a college education.


Summary
 ______________________

15 The Internet is changing the English language. When people send email or instant messages, they are using new words and expressions. When they chat online, there is a desire for speed that was not needed when they wrote handwritten letters. This means many new words are created, often by abbreviating other words or phrases. One example of this is “LOL,” which means “laughs out loud” or “lots of laughs.”


Summary
 ______________________




Actual Tests

Writing Section Directions 13


This section measures your ability to use writing to communicate in an academic environment. There will be two writing tasks.

For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then answer a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second writing task, you will answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

Now, listen to the directions for the first writing task.
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TOEFL iBT Writing




Writing Based on Reading and Listening

Directions

For this task, you will have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time you have to read. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

You will then have 20 minutes to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship between the lecture you have heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not ask you to express your personal opinion.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.




Reading



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




　　The zebra is unique among the large animals of the African plains in that it has stripes.Zoologists have proposed various theories as to the purpose of these stripes, all of whichsuggest that the stripes are a product of evolution, as stripes became a tool for survival of thespecies.

One theory is that the stripes create an optical illusion for the zebra’s predators. A lion, for example, perceives that the zebra is closer than it really is, causing the lion to leap toward the zebra in an effort to capture it. But the deceived lion falls short in its leap, allowing the zebra to flee unharmed.

Another possible explanation, related to the first, is that the stripes confuse predators in other ways as well. The repeated pattern of black and white tends to make all zebras in a herd look the same. Thus, the hunter is unable to focus on any individual animal. Zebras traveling in a herd, therefore, are more likely to escape attack.

Finally, the stripes serve as camouflage, as they cause the zebra to blend in with the surrounding natural features. In the zebra’s natural habitat—the tall grass of the African savannah—the animal cannot be easily detected by predators passing by at some distance.

All of these suggested purposes are products of evolution. Perhaps the original members of this species had only faint stripes or stripes that were few in number. Those born with darker stripes or with more than the average number of stripes tended to be more likely to survive their predators. By the process of natural selection, therefore, the stripes became more defined and more numerous over millions of years. The present evolved state of the species permits it to thrive in the midst of an otherwise hostile environment by remaining invisible or elusive to its natural predators.
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Question



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2






Directions:
 You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.




Question:
 Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points made in the reading.




The zebra is unique among the large animals of the African plains in that it has stripes. Zoologists have proposed various theories as to the purpose of these stripes, all of which suggest that the stripes are a product of evolution, as stripes became a tool for survival of the species.

One theory is that the stripes create an optical illusion for the zebra’s predators. A lion, for example, perceives that the zebra is closer than it really is, causing the lion to leap toward the zebra in an effort to capture it. But the deceived lion falls short in its leap, allowing the zebra to flee unharmed.

Another possible explanation, related to the first, is that the stripes confuse predators in other ways as well. The repeated pattern of black and white tends to make all zebras in a herd look the same. Thus, the hunter is unable to focus on any individual animal. Zebras traveling in a herd, therefore, are more likely to escape attack.

Finally, the stripes serve as camouflage, as they cause the zebra to blend in with the surrounding natural features. In the zebra’s natural habitat—the tall grass of the African savannah—the animal cannot be easily detected by predators passing by at some distance.

All of these suggested purposes are products of evolution. Perhaps the original members of this species had only faint stripes or stripes that were few in number. Those born with darker stripes or with more than the average number of stripes tended to be more likely to survive their predators. By the process of natural selection, therefore, the stripes became more defined and more numerous over millions of years. The present evolved state of the species permits it to thrive in the midst of an otherwise hostile environment by remaining invisible or elusive to its natural predators.




TOEFL iBT Writing




Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience

Directions

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to write your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of the content, and the quality and accuracy of the language you used to express ideas.

Click on Continue to go on.




Question



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 2 of 2






Directions:
 Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.




Question:


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Most advertisements make products seem much better than they really are.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Writing Based on Reading and Listening

Directions

For this task, you will have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time you have to read. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

You will then have 20 minutes to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship between the lecture you have heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not ask you to express your personal opinion.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.




Reading



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




Though not eaten by humans, menhaden are the main source of fishmeal, which is used as food for chickens and for pen-raised fish, like salmon. Because menhaden are approaching extinction, many states have passed laws restricting the fishing of menhaden so that the population can have time to recover and to continue to supply cheap fishmeal to the industries that depend on it. But there are some disadvantages to such governmental limits, and there are other solutions that may yield the same results.

First of all, some scientists believe that the cause of the decline in menhaden stocks is not overfishing but rather excessive populations of its natural predator, the striped bass. Instead of limiting menhaden fishing, therefore, the government should impose controls on striped bass.

Next, some communities depend on menhaden for their economic welfare. In addition to the fishing industry itself, menhaden harvesting supports other industries indirectly, such as marinas, boat maintenance shops, restaurants, and taverns. If menhaden fishing is restricted, there will be fewer jobs for fishermen and for those working in jobs that support that endeavor.

Also, menhaden perform an important ecological role: They consume enormous amounts of algae, especially those varieties that other fish will not eat. Eating the algae fosters the menhaden’s rapid growth, allowing them to serve as food for larger fish, such as striped bass. Being rich in Omega 3 oils, menhaden offer good nutrition for their predators. A limit on menhaden fishing may cause the menhaden population to grow too large relative to the supply of available algae. As a result, many menhaden will not grow rapidly, decreasing their desirability to those above them in the food chain and depriving those species of Omega 3 oils.
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Directions:
 You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.




Question:
 Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on points made in the reading.




Though not eaten by humans, menhaden are the main source of fishmeal, which is used as food for chickens and for pen-raised fish, like salmon. Because menhaden are approaching extinction, many states have passed laws restricting the fishing of menhaden so that the population can have time to recover and to continue to supply cheap fishmeal to the industries that depend on it. But there are some disadvantages to such governmental limits, and there are other solutions that may yield the same results.

First of all, some scientists believe that the cause of the decline in menhaden stocks is not overfishing but rather excessive populations of its natural predator, the striped bass. Instead of limiting menhaden fishing, therefore, the government should impose controls on striped bass.

Next, some communities depend on menhaden for their economic welfare. In addition to the fishing industry itself, menhaden harvesting supports other industries indirectly, such as marinas, boat maintenance shops, restaurants, and taverns. If menhaden fishing is restricted, there will be fewer jobs for fishermen and for those working in jobs that support that endeavor.

Also, menhaden perform an important ecological role: They consume enormous amounts of algae, especially those varieties that other fish will not eat. Eating the algae fosters the menhaden’s rapid growth, allowing them to serve as food for larger fish, such as striped bass. Being rich in Omega 3 oils, menhaden offer good nutrition for their predators. A limit on menhaden fishing may cause the menhaden population to grow too large relative to the supply of available algae. As a result, many menhaden will not grow rapidly, decreasing their desirability to those above them in the food chain and depriving those species of Omega 3 oils.
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Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience

Directions

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to write your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of the content, and the quality and accuracy of the language you used to express ideas.

Click on Continue to go on.
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Directions:
 Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.




Question:


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


To speak well is more important than to write well.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




Answer Book

Unit 1 Basic Sentence Structure / Gerunds / Infinitives

Check-Up


A


1 Laughter（S）
 improves（V）
 health（O）
 (by lowering stress hormones).

笑可以减少压力荷尔蒙，从而促进健康。

2 Friends（S）
 are（V）
 one of the most important influences（C）
 (on young adults).

对年轻人来说，朋友是最重要的影响因素之一。

3 Our city（S）
 should（V）
 build a new library（O）
 (for our children).

我市应该为儿童建一座新图书馆。

4 I（S）
 found（V）
 it（O）
 helpful（C）
 to listen to others’ advice (when making an important decision).

我发现在作重要决定时，听听他人的建议很有帮助。

5 (Every morning,)（S）
 I（V）
 exercise.

我每天早上都锻炼。

6 A happy life（S）
 requires（V）
 an optimistic attitude（O）
 .

快乐的生活需要乐观的心态。

7 Some people（S）
 change（V）
 their jobs（O）
 (very frequently).

有些人频繁地换工作。

8 I（S）
 was（V）
 a child（C）
 (when I lived in a different country).

我儿时住在另一个国家。

9 Inexperienced（S）
 workers（V）
 earn less money（O）
 (than experienced ones).

缺乏经验的工人比有经验的工人赚得少。

10 I（S）
 could (almost not) breathe（V）
 (because of the stuffy atmosphere).

由于空气憋闷，我几乎无法呼吸。

11 Many immigrants（S）
 have（V）
 a hard time（O）
 (adjusting to a new culture).

许多移民适应新文化的过程很艰难。

12 Our community（S）
 offers（V）
 students（ I.O.）
 various after-（D.O）
 school activities .

我们社团为学生提供各种课外活动。

13 Modern apartment（S）
 buildings（V）
 are（C）
 too expensive (in my town).

在我们市，现代公寓太贵。

14 Universities（S）
 give（V）
 students（ I.O.）
 many opportunities（D.O）
 (to learn a variety of subjects).

大学为学生提供了很多学习多种科目的机会。


B


1 move → moving or they move

2 studying → study

3 work → working

4 spending → to spend or of spending

5 dislike to watch → dislike watching

6 none

7 exercising → to exercise

8 to take → taking

9 of meeting → to meet

10 to learn → learning

11 none

12 needing → they need

Writing Practice


A


1 Children start learning social skills from their family.

2 Secondhand experience is as important as firsthand experience.

3 Traveling around the world requires a lot of time and money.

4 All of us are responsible for air pollution.

5 A biography stimulates my interest more than a novel.

6 People tend to behave differently when they wear uniforms.

7 Nowadays, students frequently send their friends text messages during their classes.

8 Television has a negative influence on our behavior by making us less active.

9 The current school curriculum should change to meet the students’ various needs.

10 An impartial judgment can be made after a thorough examination of all the information.


B


1 People believe that money makes them happy.

2 Keeping a diary is a good habit.

3 I want to live in a dormitory where I can spend time with my school friends.

4 Nobody would like cleaning up after others.

5 Some people are too arrogant to listen to others.

6 There are so many things to explore in the universe.

7 Our priority is spending (or to spend) as much time with our family as we can.

8 It is not easy for celebrities to have privacy. or Having privacy is not easy for celebrities.

9 Punishing a child physically is not good for education.

10 Some countries developed nuclear weapons to defend themselves.

11 Ineed a few friends to trust.

12 It is difficult to wear Korean traditional clothes properly.

Writing Challenge


A


1 Leaders should be good at clear, candid communication.

2 I learned the most valuable lessons from my parents.

3 Modern people carry their cell phones everywhere they go.

4 Tropical rainforests provide us with vast amounts of oxygen.

5 When you learn a foreign language, it is important to make good use of dictionaries.

6 Universities require their students to maintain good grades.

7 Modern technology enables us to have face-to-face communication with people who live in other countries.

8 Mother Nature teaches us things that we cannot learn at school.

9 In order to be a good citizen, you should obey the law.

10 Riding a bicycle is not only good for one’s health but also exciting.

11 Iwould like to travel to every European country.

12 Introverted people prefer thinking by themselves to sharing their thoughts with others.


B


1 I would rather live in a small town than live in a big city because of the safety factor.

2 Some people prefer staying at home to going outside during their vacations.

3 We can learn about life by listening to older people.

4 In order to have a good friendship, you have to tell the truth to your friends and should not criticize them.

5 Since children do not have firm moral standards, they may try to imitate violent behavior on television.

6 Reading a book is not always good for your mental health.


Unit 2 Participles / Voice

Check-Up


A


1 boring

2 falling

3 are required

4 keeping

5 has developed

6 complaining

7 prevented

8 shown

9 put

10 be recycled

11 has

12 was used


B


1 live → living

2 polluting → polluted

3 used → be used

4 tired → tiring

5 raising → raised

6 none

7 using → use

8 permitted → be permitted

9 elects → is elected

10 Addicting → Addicted

11 none

12 teaching → teach

Writing Practice


A


1 People may find their goals in life by doing their jobs.

2 Many philosophical questions are left unanswered.

3 By learning by yourself, you can practice reasoning.

4 Compared with high school graduates, college graduates may have more job opportunities.

5 Before going camping, you should check the weather first.

6 We should be prepared for any possible natural disasters.

7 Nowadays people are too interested in celebrities’ private lives.

8 Unsolved environmental problems may threaten our future.

9 Some people say teachers should be evaluated by their students.

10 We are influenced by younger people as well as older people.


B


1 You should not make any noise while watching a movie in the theater.

2 Many causes of obesity are known to the public.

3 Once acquired, a language may not be forgotten easily.

4 Developing countries need help from other countries.

5 Some people are deprived of a chance to get a formal education.

6 If you work out every day, you will be able to stay in good health.

7 By using public transportation, we can reduce air pollution.

8 In my opinion, no violence can be justified.

9 Cultural differences can be overcome only if we try to accept the differences.

10 Judging from human history, it is hard to create a world without war.

11 College graduates are often considered to lack practical knowledge.

12 Although it has improved the quality of life, industrial development has created many social problems.

Writing Challenge


A


1 Nothing can be achieved only by luck.

2 Children are easily attracted to something new.

3 Even one broken promise may harm a friendship.

4 After enduring hardships, you will reach a turning point.

5 Before electricity was discovered, we had enjoyed slow-paced lives.

6 If more people become interested in social welfare, the world will become a better place to live.

7 Sometimes children are confused about whether all the information on television is true or not.

8 We are obliged to save the Earth from further destruction.

9 While talking to somebody, you should make eye contact with that person.

10 If I were allowed to choose where to live, I would live in New York.

11 Self-motivated people prefer to work alone.

12 Acknowledging that children tend to imitate their parents, the parents should try to become good role models.


B


1 Compared with life in a big city, life in a small town sounds more attractive to me.

2 For example, spoiled children are very likely to become self-centered adults.

3 Judging from my experience, France is more fascinating than any other country.

4 Their participation is very encouraging since people always listen to them.

5 Very young children are especially easily affected by television.

6 In my country, the bear is considered an important animal.


Unit 3 Parallelism / Comparison

Check-Up


A


1 easier

2 drinking

3 the most beautiful

4 informative

5 worried

6 living

7 friendlier

8 when they

9 to gain

10 educational

11 the closer

12 too fast


B


1 their parents → by their parents

2 more entertaining → as entertaining

3 most necessary → the most necessary

4 they want more → the more they want

5 intelligent → the most intelligent

6 none

7 comedy → comic

8 than → as

9 robust → more robust

10 not a dormitory → not in a dormitory

11 none

12 nor → or

Writing Practice


A


1 Living in the city is more expensive than living in the country.

2 I feel more confident when I am with my friends than when I am alone.

3 I hope our school will buy more computers, not more books.

4 Today, expertise is more important than any other quality in a teacher.

5 It costs much more money to run a business than to buy a house.

6 A couch potato can neither stay in shape nor have a sound mind.

7 Academic achievement is not as important as one’s health.

8 Adolescents spend more time with their friends than with their parents.

9 Junk foods, such as pizza, hamburger, and soda, are not good for one’s health.

10 People learn the most important lessons in their childhood.


B


1 Some adults are as ignorant as children.

2 People usually avoid dangerous, dirty, or difficult jobs.

3 Being a leader of a group is more stressful than just being a member.

4 Teachers should not teach their students to compete with each other but to cooperate.

5 Once you graduate from high school, you can either get a job or go to college.

6 Some websites are inappropriate for both adults and children.

7 Horror movies are usually not only scary but also violent.

8 Both newspapers and magazines are good sources for gaining common knowledge.

9 You can learn as many things from a book as from your teacher.

10 You can wear traditional clothes either on a traditional holiday or at a formal party.

11 To become an artist, creativity is as important as any quality.

12 We can learn as many historical facts from a historical novel as from a history class.

Writing Challenge


A


1 I like to rest at home better than to play outside.

2 Environmental pollution is one of the most serious problems in the world.

3 A nuclear weapon is more dangerous than any other weapon.

4 In America, the quality of some public schools is not lower than that of private schools.

5 Skiing is one of the most popular outdoor activities in winter.

6 Nothing is more precious than one’s family.

7 I find it much more enjoyable to watch movies than to read books.

8 Foods at restaurants are not as healthy as foods at home.

9 Among the popular summer sports are swimming, surfing, and fishing.

10 I believe playing soccer is more beneficial to mental health than playing the piano.

11 Neither cash nor a credit card is useful on a deserted island.

12 I think airplanes are the most useful mode of transportation that we have ever invented.


B


1 It is said that games teach cooperation, which is one of the most important factors of success, and they also teach how to overcome challenges.

2 You cannot play soccer indoors whereas you can play with either a camera or an animal anywhere.

3 The reason why students go to school is not only because they need a formal education but also because they need to learn how to socialize.

4 Usually, handmade materials are not only expensive but are also extremely delicate.

5 At school or at work, we are always surrounded by a lot of people.

6 Since most people spend more time outside than at home, dinnertime is often the only time when all the members of a family get together.


Unit 4 Noun Clauses / Adjective Clauses

Check-Up


A


1 that

2 that

3 where

4 Whether

5 what

6 who or that

7 how

8 which

9 whose

10 What

11 that

12 whether


B


1 which → who or that

2 what → that

3 who → whose

4 that → what

5 which → where

6 none

7 that → where or in which

8 what → that

9 why → whether

10 none

11 Who → Those who or People who

12 none

Writing Practice


A


1 I would like to travel to a country where I can learn a new culture.

2 People who want to maintain their health should have regular workouts.

3 It takes a lot of time to find a job which can satisfy all your needs.

4 It is true that we can learn valuable lessons from the past.

5 A person who has an optimistic attitude toward his life can endure any hardship.

6 Setting priorities means that you put the things to do in order.

7 I do not understand why we should wear school uniforms.

8 Peer pressure is one reason why some students can’t stay out of trouble.

9 Some people cannot break their bad habits, which harm their health.

10 What kind of person you wish to become is more important than what kind of job you will have.


B


1 I like to visit a museum that has a lot of paintings.

2 It is interesting to talk to a person whose personal taste is different from mine.

3 I want to become a scientist who studies outer space.

4 A vacation is a time when we can enjoy a slow-paced life.

5 Not every person who has a lot of knowledge is wise.

6 Some people argue that globalization has normalized various cultures.

7 The scientific knowledge we learned at school is sometimes useful in our daily lives.

8 People who do not exercise regularly are usually in bad shape.

9 The report says that school uniforms hinder students from expressing their personalities.

10 It is recommended that patients with high blood pressure avoid stressful situations.

11 Many countries are trying to develop new energy sources which can replace fossil fuels.

12 By reading fiction, I could learn others’ feelings which I had never known before.

Writing Challenge


A


1 I believe parents know what is best for their children.

2 Handmade items which lack creativity are usually not so expensive.

3 I wish to live with a person whose cultural background is different from mine.

4 Many parents expect their children to become people who are better than others.

5 It is important for me to have a friend with whom I can travel.

6 If you become physically challenged, you will know how lucky healthy people are.

7 I do not want to become an arrogant person who looks down on others.

8 Many high school students do not know what they want to do after graduation.

9 Good social leaders always think about what they can do for society.

10 Doctors study how they can protect people from various diseases.

11 Violent video games can negatively affect children, who are immature psychologically.

12 I respect King Sejong, whose best achievement was the invention of the Korean alphabet, called Hangeul.


B


1 If I live with a roommate of my choice, with whom I can share a room more comfortably, I can bring up and solve problems easily.

2 To be honest, I doubt if there is anything we can learn from games.

3 If you do not know what your goal is, you may not be able to endure any hardships.

4 Middle school students are too young to know what they have to learn at school.

5 Students who wear school uniforms are less likely to get into trouble than students who do not wear school uniforms.


Unit 5 Adverb Clauses /Conditionals

Check-Up


A


1 People feel satisfied when they are praised for what they have done.

2 As long as you do not face your problem, you cannot solve it.

3 Children will be much healthier if they do not eat fast food.

4 Before you quit your job, you should give notice to your employer.

5 Some teachers want their students to attend class even if they get sick.

6 Since I grew up in a big city, I did not have many chances to see wildflowers.

7 Even if you live in a foreign country, you cannot learn its language without making an effort.

8 As we all know, every human being is destined to die someday.

9 While students attend a summer camp, they can participate in various outdoor activities.

10 While (or Whereas) some people prefer hiking in the mountains, others prefer swimming in the sea.


B


1 such → so

2 survive → have survived

3 have → had

4 none

5 are not willing → are willing

6 while → when

7 none

8 Before → In case

9 none

10 As long as → As soon as

11 Unless → Since

12 that → so that

Writing Practice


A


1 When we watch commercials, we can get a lot of information about various products.

2 Until I achieve my goal in life, I will never give up.

3 Since I was born, I have never left my home country.

4 Whereas some people feel comfortable in following others’ orders, others don’t.

5 If you share a room with someone, you will not have much privacy.

6 Unless a company pays back a loan in time, it may go bankrupt.

7 Some people are so materialistic that they think money can resolve any problem.

8 Once you decide on a field of study that you want to pursue, you should discuss it with your teacher.

9 Before you ask for others’ help, you should try to solve your problem alone.

10 In a city, you can buy necessities easily because convenience stores are everywhere.


B


1 I wish I did not have to wear a school uniform.

2 You cannot make good friends until you build up trust.

3 The world economic recession seems to be getting worse as time goes by.

4 If you were immortal, you might be able to eat as much junk food as you wished.

5 I feel confident speaking in front of others only when I am prepared. or Only when I am prepared do I feel confident speaking in front of others.

6 If you become a resident in a community, you should participate in some community activities.

7 If you study with others, you may get distracted easily.

8 As long as we have freedom of speech, we can form public opinion.

9 We will run out of clean water before long because we keep polluting the rivers and seas.

10 Some people are so foolish that they do not realize how important nature is.

11 Since students have a long summer vacation these days, they can travel to other countries.

12 If I were the president, I would invest more in education.

Writing Challenge


A


1 If I live in a big city, I will visit a museum every weekend.

2 People do not know the value of health until they lose it.

3 I like summer because it brings back memories of my childhood.

4 While (or Whereas) most children like snow, most adults hate it.

5 If it were not for nuclear weapons and terrorism, the world would be a much safer place.

6 Once you form a study group with others, you should follow the rules of the group.

7 In case you get lost in a foreign country, you’d better carry a map of the area.

8 If people think more deeply, they will know sports are important to adolescents.

9 Some people do not care about what kind of work they do so long as they earn a lot of money.

10 If parents keep dealing with the problems their children cause, the children may not be able to learn responsibility.

11 An optimistic attitude is good for your mental health since it protects you from getting depressed.

12 Though the number of well-educated teachers is increasing, students still feel like studying abroad.


B


1 I wish I could live in a small town since I want to spend much time with my neighbors.

2 Whether you win or lose, you can have enough fun while you are playing a game with others.

3 If humans continue destroying nature, there will be no natural resources left in the next century.

4 Whereas most children have their parents to take care of them, some children do not have parents or a house to live in.

5 If everybody could use the school library, we would not have to build a public library.

6 If we had learned about life by our own experiences, we would not have known how others thought differently about their lives.


Unit 6 School & Education

Check-Up

■ Basic Drill A

1 expand one’s knowledge

2 lecture in class

3 be competent in

4 work as a team

5 career preparation

6 earn a credit

7 form a study group

8 share ideas with someone

9 a secondary school

10 study abroad

11 attend a summer camp

12 develop expertise in

■ Basic Drill B

1 real life experience

2 go through puberty

3 put a priority on

4 organize one’s thoughts

5 begin formal education

6 get a good grade

7 offer an educational opportunity

8 prevent school violence

9 learn by oneself

10 gain knowledge from

11 assign homework to someone

12 pursue one’s individual interest

Writing Practice


A


1 have a strong impact on

2 work as a team

3 share a room with

4 prevent school violence

5 making a change in

6 Learning by yourself

7 With the help of

8 offer an educational opportunity

9 gain updated information

10 face your problem

11 expand your knowledge

12 get involved in outdoor activities


B


1 I want to major in biology at university.

2 Teachers provide class materials for their students if necessary.

3 In middle school, I attended a summer camp and made many friends.

4 Many public and private schools require students to wear school uniforms.

5 Studying with a group is often not as efficient as studying by oneself.

6 If you live in a dormitory, you can get to know people from other cultural backgrounds.

7 Children usually have a strong curiosity about things they have not seen before.

8 In my opinion, to begin formal education at the age of 6 is too early.

9 I believe most optional subjects are as important as compulsory subjects.

10 Many companies require their employees to be competent in computers.

Writing Challenge

1 Teachers and students all have to participate with enthusiasm in a class discussion.

2 It costs a lot of money for parents to make their children study abroad.

3 Besides pursuing knowledge, people also attend a university to do their career preparation.

4 All the students should have the opportunity to do outdoor activities.

5 Schools provide students with opportunities to increase their potential capabilities.

6 The goal of writing a book report is to share ideas with others about the book you read.

7 As you write, you will be able to organize your thoughts better.

8 Sometimes, people learn by making a mistake.

9 Some students do not want to go to school because they feel peer pressure.

10 I believe that every student should be required to read a book every week.

11 In order to promote creative thinking, some people explore nature.

12 Real life experience is as important as knowledge from school.

13 School life includes not only attending classes but also getting along with other students.

14 The government should increase the education budget so that every school can have its own library.

15 Every person has a choice of whether to live or to die.

16 If we have a long summer vacation, we can use it to develop expertise in a certain field.

17 In my opinion, every elementary school teacher should have a diploma in psychology.

18 I prefer watching TV to reading books because I can gain knowledge from TV more easily than from books.

19 Once you form a study group with others, you should follow the rules of the group.

20 Some people commit crimes because they only put a priority on personal gains.


Unit 7 Family & Society

Check-Up

■ Basic Drill A

1 agree to obey

2 support a family

3 have a sense of community

4 visit one’s neighborhood

5 feel connected

6 pledge loyalty to

7 show leadership skills

8 live in a suburban area

9 drop in at a shopping center

10 gain the support of

11 participate in community activities

12 teenage delinquency

■ Basic Drill B

1 improve public transportation

2 build a monument to

3 become a resident of

4 show respect to

5 be in need of help

6 practice a particular religion

7 make a contribution to

8 follow in one’s footsteps

9 be emotionally attached to

10 be committed to

11 form an organization

12 build social skills

Writing Practice


A


1 get along with

2 form an organization

3 make a contribution to

4 has a tendency to

5 have more of a sense of community

6 feel secure

7 follow in a same-sex parent’s footsteps

8 show respect to

9 use public transportation

10 participate in community activities

11 making important decisions for

12 reminds me of


B


1 Parents try to pass on their values to their children.

2 You have to build up trust first in order to make a good friend.

3 I believe nobody wants to be isolated from others.

4 Even if they disagree with their parents’ rules, children should agree to obey them.

5 The government should use its revenues for those people who are in need of help.

6 I want to get a job so that I can afford to buy a car.

7 In order to resolve a problem, you have to understand the problem first.

8 People get addicted to the Internet because they want to feel connected with others.

9 Students have to keep it in mind that their dreams are more important than anything else.

10 It is generally agreed that Korean people do not like to speak in public.

Writing Challenge

1 Students have to decide what to do for a living in the future before they graduate from school.

2 It is hard to support your family without making sacrifices yourself.

3 Once you make a promise, you should be committed to keeping it.

4 Young children treat their pets like toys.

5 Since we have freedom of speech, we can form public opinion regardless of our age.

6 Parents have high standards for their children because they love their children.

7 As a way to improve public transportation, I suggest running the subway 24 hours a day.

8 Some people say teenage delinquency is not necessary for the mental development of adolescents.

9 I want to have a close relationship with all of my classmates.

10 In Korean culture, people usually do not build a monument to a living person.

11 Dependent children are often too emotionally attached to their parents.

12 It is our duty to pass on our good values to our children.

13 In order to practice a particular religion, you have to obey the rules of that religion from the bottom of your heart.

14 You cannot be a good teacher until you show leadership skills to your students.

15 In my view, people have to live in different places before putting down their roots in one place.

16 People tend to be hospitable to a member of their group.

17 If you live in a suburban area, you will have a lot of chances to know your neighbors.

18 Children usually build their social skills for the first time in kindergarten.

19 Before trying to gain the support of your family, you should try to do without their help.

20 If you visit a friend’s neighborhood, you may understand your friend better.


Unit 8 Economy & Business

Check-Up

■ Basic Drill A

1 compensate for

2 split the cost of

3 make a profit

4 find employment

5 boost the economy

6 keep a good work environment

7 pay back a loan

8 climb the corporate ladder

9 make ends meet

10 lower the interest rate

11 seek a career in

12 raise the prestige of

■ Basic Drill B

1 obtain an entry-level position

2 discourage productivity

3 leave one’s job

4 a defective product

5 work overtime

6 get a refund on

7 make a budget for

8 develop interpersonal skills

9 be on the market

10 work part-time

11 overcome an economic recession

12 submit one’s résumé

Writing Practice


A


1 have a positive attitude towards

2 obtains an entry-level position

3 encourage competition

4 work overtime

5 leave your job

6 make up for their losses

7 Getting a promotion

8 cannot afford to

9 returning corporate profits to society

10 get a refund on

11 charges higher prices

12 lower the interest rate


B


1 When you apply for a job, you have to submit your résumé.

2 Even garbage is an important element to make a profit in the country.

3 It is not easy for people to be willing to sacrifice themselves for others.

4 The quality of a product raises the prestige of the company which made it.

5 In order to get a high position in a company, you should develop interpersonal skills.

6 Many students try to get an internship to build their careers while they are in college.

7 Before applying for a job, you should make sure if you meet the qualifications of the job position.

8 You have to call in late in case you cannot go to work on time.

9 Before spending money on something, companies make a budget for it.

10 These days computers are in great demand, so we can see computer commercials on TV very often.

Writing Challenge

1 It is important to understand the market principles to be successful in a business.

2 Some companies never fire employees but allow them to retire from their jobs.

3 Interest rates are one of the most important factors to boost the economy.

4 If a company does not have enough money to pay back a loan, it may end up going bankrupt.

5 It is essential to increasing productivity to keep a good work environment.

6 If you want to hire a person in your department, you have to explain a job description.

7 A number of people should work very hard in order to make a living.

8 One of the best aspects of having a job is earning money.

9 Public schools would lack revenue if we did not pay taxes.

10 You must compete with others in order to climb the corporate ladder.

11 In a group project, you can feel a sense of accomplishment and share it with others.

12 Nobody would like a manager who bosses people around.

13 You have to minimize your cost of living to save money for the future.

14 It is more effective to complain in writing than to complain in person.

15 When two companies work together, they can split the cost of production.

16 I prefer getting paid by the hour to getting paid by the day, because my job requires me to work overtime all the time.

17 Everyone’s effort is needed to overcome the economic recession.

18 If you call in sick every week, nobody will believe you.

19 Many people want to be self-employed these days.

20 A company cannot urge its employees to devote their whole lives to the company.


Unit 9 Living & Thinking

Check-Up

■ Basic Drill A

1 harm a friendship

2 adapt to a situation

3 take medicine

4 relieve one’s stress

5 break a bad habit

6 have regrets about

7 suffer sleep deprivation

8 hone a skill

9 endure hardship

10 move to a new place

11 make a careful decision

12 set a goal

■ Basic Drill B

1 tell the truth

2 set one’s priorities

3 behave in a different way

4 live by a rule

5 have a workout

6 harm a friendship

7 provide good nutrition for

8 reach a turning point

9 do an impulsive act

10 have common sense

11 take one’s side

12 a rite of passage

Writing Practice


A


1 plan ahead

2 go on a shopping spree / get stressed out

3 take advantage of

4 look up to

5 endure hardships

6 get into trouble

7 after careful thought

8 lives by a rule

9 save money for a rainy day

10 look down on

11 take a short rest

12 takes my side


B


1 In my view, human nature is good, but people sometimes make mistakes.

2 A punctual person makes a good impression on others.

3 Getting a regular workout is helpful to your physical health.

4 Sometimes getting a new job is reaching a turning point in life.

5 I have trust in my family, so I share my secrets with them.

6 I try to put up with others’ mistakes because I may make the same ones.

7 In order to maintain good relationships with others, you should have good interpersonal skills.

8 In order to be healthy, it is important to provide good nutrition for yourself.

9 Having common sense has little to do with being intelligent.

10 If you want to be happy, it is important to have an optimistic attitude towards life.

Writing Challenge

1 If you have a lot of things to do, you should set your priorities before taking action.

2 Some people are afraid of speaking in public because they are not confident in themselves.

3 If you can take the risk of starting over, you will not be afraid of failure.

4 Because of peer pressure, some students cannot stay out of trouble.

5 Good relationships with others increase one’s quality of life.

6 Some people cannot break their bad habits because they are addicted to those habits.

7 It is not wise to judge others by their appearances.

8 Sometimes, slowing down is the fastest way.

9 Keeping a secret does not always make you a good person.

10 Immigrants have difficult times because they should adapt to a new situation.

11 Some people are extremely critical of others but very generous in evaluating themselves.

12 A lack of communication with your family is not beneficial to your mental health.

13 I have a sociable character, so I cannot put up with staying at home alone.

14 It is better to consult with your doctor before taking medicine if you are worried about any side effects.

15 Being sincere to yourself means telling the truth to yourself.

16 Frustration is only a rite of passage to adolescents if they are equipped with courage.

17 Unsuccessful people tend to have a pessimistic attitude while successful people are optimists.

18 You should make a careful decision when you choose your major in university.

19 The world would be boring if everyone had the same taste in everything.

20 Optimistic people try not to have regrets about what they cannot change.


Unit 10 Culture & Leisure

Check-Up

■ Basic Drill A

1 travel abroad

2 get motion sickness

3 dress in a traditional costume

4 during recess

5 save face

6 respect cultural differences

7 keep a first aid kit

8 experience jet lag

9 engage in a cultural activity

10 make a reservation

11 a cultural legacy

12 show creativity

■ Basic Drill B

1 a copycat crime

2 develop a research center

3 recharge one’s batteries

4 carry on an activity

5 hold a party

6 model oneself on someone

7 lead public opinion

8 play a musical instrument

9 take a break from one’s routine

10 exercise one’s imaginative power

11 celebrate a festival

12 hand down a tradition

Writing Practice


A


1 respect cultural differences

2 dress in the traditional costumes

3 a guided tour

4 make a film about

5 save face

6 lead public opinion

7 make history

8 take a break from their routines

9 giving (or expressing) an opinion

10 be attracted to

11 appreciate art

12 become an idol to teenagers


B


1 I engage in various cultural activities during my free time.

2 Summer is a great season to enjoy outdoor activities.

3 When you play a sport, you should follow certain rules.

4 I cannot recharge my batteries when I spend my free time with others.

5 When you travel to a foreign country, it is important to follow the local customs.

6 We can learn about our ancestors by going to see what is on exhibit in museums.

7 We are obliged to hand down our traditions to our descendants.

8 Adopting a custom from another country is one way to develop our own culture.

9 If we had enough of a budget, we could celebrate the festival with more people.

10 Whether you notice it or not, television may affect your behavior.

Writing Challenge

1 When you travel abroad, you may experience jet lag.

2 Some people do not want to go traveling because they get severe motion sickness.

3 Camping is better than staying at a hotel because I like to make a bonfire.

4 You should make a reservation in advance for a live performance.

5 Nowadays, television decides what is in vogue tomorrow.

6 To make many friends, you should carry on a variety of activities.

7 It is cheaper to subscribe to a newspaper than to buy it on newsstands.

8 Even if I dress in the costume of a queen, it does not make me a queen.

9 Every person has a knack for something.

10 If you exercise your imaginative power, you can communicate with children better.

11 A couch potato would not understand the beauty of nature.

12 Parents should recommend their children to make their own rules.

13 Students should not be allowed to use their cell phones during recess.

14 If you live in a rural area, it will be hard to attend a live performance.

15 It can be dangerous to give a ride to a stranger on the street.

16 You may not know why you should celebrate national holidays if you do not learn history.

17 When someone speaks a different language from you, you have to be more attentive.

18 I believe that students can show creativity in art or music classes.

19 In my opinion, violent movies have a lesser effect on copycat crimes than television news does.

20 If I have an opportunity to go abroad, I want to go to Europe.


Unit 11 Health & Environment

Check-Up

■ Basic Drill A

1 life expectancy

2 stay in shape

3 healthy eating habits

4 prohibit smoking

5 get over an illness

6 an endangered animal

7 lower one’s blood pressure

8 in critical condition

9 receive sufficient nutrition

10 educate the public

11 urban sprawl

12 care for the handicapped

■ Basic Drill B

1 nonrenewable resources

2 do daily exercise

3 high in calories

4 cause damage to the environment

5 save tropical rainforests

6 a desperate food shortage

7 consume natural resources

8 a dense population

9 purify polluted air

10 conduct medical research

11 sustainable energy resources

12 keep a well-balanced diet

Writing Practice


A


1 am allergic to

2 a desperate food shortage

3 cure a patient of a disease

4 receive sufficient nutrition

5 Educating the public

6 adapt to the environment

7 preserving the environment

8 cause damage to the environment

9 gets a physical checkup

10 urban sprawl

11 be short of

12 sustainable energy resources


B


1 Foods in fast-food restaurants are high in calories.

2 If you try to exercise every day and to stay in shape, you will have a healthier life.

3 Some doctors spend their lives not treating patients but conducting medical research.

4 Taking a rest after work is a good way to lower your stress level.

5 Some people believe that they can get over an illness only with medical treatment.

6 My uncle chose to become a vegetarian to lower his blood pressure.

7 Without saving the tropical rainforests, it is impossible to stop global warming.

8 Keeping a well-balanced diet is as important to your health as exercising regularly.

9 In order to prevent water pollution, the government strictly forbids companies from dumping factory waste into rivers.

10 Painkillers should be available only by prescription to prevent people from overusing them.

Writing Challenge

1 We should prohibit smoking in public places to protect non-smokers.

2 Hygiene education is very important to protect people from being infected with disease.

3 Natural resources like charcoal or petroleum are nonrenewable resources.

4 Healthy eating habits can decrease the risks of heart-related illness.

5 Using less water and carrying one’s own cup help preserve the environment.

6 Eating less and doing daily exercise are the best ways to diet.

7 While it is easy to pollute the air, it is very hard to purify polluted air.

8 Getting sleep when you are stressed out is not always good for your mental health.

9 A dense population has caused a serious increase in the temperature in our city.

10 Every living thing consumes energy, but humans consume the most energy.

11 It is more important to prevent a disease than to heal the disease.

12 The next generation will not be able to consume as many natural resources as we do.

13 Students should learn at school how we can care for the handicapped.

14 Even though life expectancy has increased over the years, many people still die at a young age.

15 Our government is managing public medical facilities very well to compete with private medical facilities.

16 Due to careless exploitation, the tropical rainforests of the Amazon are currently in critical condition.

17 Optimistic people rarely come down with illnesses.

18 People who eat foods which are high in calories must exercise regularly.

19 If we can relieve the overpopulation of our city, the traffic problems will be also solved.

20 People living in urban areas are more exposed to car exhaust than people living in rural areas.


Unit 12 Science & Technology

Check-Up

■ Basic Drill A

1 interact with

2 create a new trend

3 make an adjustment

4 do something by hand

5 technological development

6 advance medical science

7 transfer a file

8 attach a file to an email

9 key something into a computer

10 search for information

11 shorten the distance

12 develop computer technology

■ Basic Drill B

1 space exploration

2 peer-to-peer sharing

3 cut off spam

4 make progress

5 handle something improperly

6 send a space probe to

7 reach a remote place

8 explore outer space

9 be under the gravity of

10 stay up to date with technology

11 conduct research on

12 develop a nuclear weapon

Writing Practice


A


1 Exploring outer space

2 create online communities

3 download software from

4 shutting down a computer

5 make a long-distance call

6 made progress

7 develop nuclear weapons

8 expose children to

9 making an in-depth analysis of

10 peer-to-peer sharing

11 provide us with a chance

12 turn off the TV


B


1 These days, email service providers are trying to develop efficient ways to cut off spam.

2 I believe the use of the Internet does not facilitate communication but impedes it.

3 If you know how to connect to the Internet, it is easy to learn how to explore it.

4 If a stranger transfers a file, you should not open it as it may contain computer viruses.

5 There are more important things to do on the Earth than to send a space probe to other planets.

6 Traffic problems near shopping centers have reduced as many people make online purchases.

7 Space exploration existed only in science-fiction novels a few decades ago.

8 It is much easier and more accurate to process information with a computer than to use your brain.

9 I doubt there has been any progress since humankind launched a space mission.

10 Thanks to the Internet, searching for information has become easier than before.

Writing Challenge

1 The purpose of space exploration is to find other planets which humans can control.

2 Before signing up for a website, you should read the terms of membership carefully.

3 Many people can keep in touch with their old friends through the Internet.

4 Radical advances in technology are considered one cause of recent environmental problems.

5 The government should make it easier for the handicapped to gain access to information.

6 It is necessary for us to change the power resources of electronic appliances to protect the environment.

7 Some people do not know how to program a computer though they use it every day.

8 It is hard to stay up to date with technology as it progresses so rapidly.

9 Genetic engineering has made a great difference in many aspects of our lives.

10 We can do more things with our cell phones than just making wireless communications.

11 People have used the Internet to get information and interact with others.

12 Without the aid of cutting-edge technology, ancient people could build great walls and pyramids.

13 Reading more books and watching less television is the key to deep thinking.

14 Modern technology is so advanced that we may not be able to make a significant breakthrough any more.

15 Computer technology could reach the current state since people did not stop making adjustments.

16 Our government should explain why we need to conduct research on outer space.

17 Because of the negative consequences of globalization, some countries do not want to keep in step with globalization.

18 People without the basic knowledge of computers are called computer illiterate.

19 Our government has spent a fortune to advance medical science.

20 Since cellular phones are now an integral part of modern life, many people think they cannot do without their cell phones.


Unit 13 Agree / Disagree I

Check-Up

1 I agree that a feeling of accomplishment is more important than a salary.

2 In my opinion, automobiles have done us more good than harm.

3 To sum up, it is good for children’s emotional development to read fiction.

4 There is no question that making quick decisions often gives us the wrong answers.

5 It is evident that borrowing money from a friend can damage the friendship.

6 I firmly believe that it is a good rule to prohibit smoking in public places.

7 In short, homemade food costs less than the food at restaurants.

8 I do not hold with the idea that people do not need to travel because they can explore the world through the Internet.

9 I am in favor of the idea that students should learn more than two foreign languages at school.

10 I disagree with the opinion that technological development isolates people from each other.

11 I firmly believe that water pollution is one of the most serious problems we have.

12 I go along with the idea that capital punishment should be terminated.

13 There is no doubt that we can learn many things from the elderly.

14 Personally, I think that school uniforms prevent students from expressing their personalities.

15 I do not hold with the notion that the government is not responsible for poverty at all.

16 I agree that teachers should give students daily homework.

17 In brief, I prefer staying home to going outside on holidays.

18 In summary, people earn money in order to be happy in the end.

19 I agree that the government should prohibit the advertising of alcohol and tobacco on television.

20 I do not agree that it is more important to learn knowledge from studying than it is to develop creativity.

21 In my view, people can get healthier if they do not eat junk food.

22 It is evident that violent movies can incite adolescents’ aggressive behavior.

23 I firmly believe it is more important to spend time with one’s family than it is to spend time at work.

24 I go along with the opinion that our ancestors enjoyed life more than we do.

Writing Practice


A


1 I do not hold with the idea that people succeed by luck, not by hard work.


2 I go along with the opinion that watching television has a negative effect on children.


3 I disagree that middle and high school students should learn art and music as compulsory subjects.


4 I am not in favor of the idea that only the rich can be considered successful.


5 I agree that childhood is the most important period in one’s life.



B


1 It is evident that movies are as entertaining as novels and short stories.


2 There is no question that teachers’ salaries should be determined by their students’ achievements.


3 I contend that dancing has played a huge role in enriching our cultures.


4 No one can deny that children’s academic achievements are more affected by their peers than by their parents.


5 In my view, there is nothing people can learn from fictional stories.



C


1 In short, experiences gained through hardships become the foundation for a successful future.


2 I have come to the conclusion that people can communicate more effectively only when they see each other in person.


3 In summary, modern technology helps students to learn more things in a short period of time.


4 In brief, you do not need to feel pressured to do what you do not want to do.


5 In conclusion, we can learn invaluable lessons from fictional books.


Writing Challenge


>>
 Example


Agree


I agree that money is the most significant reason why people get a job. Because we cannot buy food, clothes, or other necessities without money, we need to get a job to afford our expenses.

我认为金钱是人们从事一份工作最重要的原因。因为没有钱，我们就无法购买食物、衣服或者其他生活必需品，所以我们需要找份工作负担我们的开销。


Disagree


Not every person wants to have a job for the money. It is evident that there are more important reasons for having a job, such as what kind of job it is, what kinds of people you work with, and how much you like the job.

并不是每个人想从事一份工作都是为了钱。很显然，选择一份工作有更重要的原因，比如：是什么样的工作，跟什么人一起工作，有多喜欢这份工作。


1



Agree


I firmly believe that universities should spend as much money on sports activities as they spend on libraries. Knowledge is of no use if students lose their health, so it would be helpful for universities to invest money in sports facilities and encourage students to take part in sports activities.

我认为，大学应该在体育活动和图书馆上花费同样多的钱。如果学生失去了健康，知识没有任何用处。因此，大学投资体育设施，并鼓励学生参加体育活动会很有益。


Disagree


I disagree that students’ sports activities are important enough for universities to spend the same amount of money as they do on libraries. Not every student enjoys sports activities, but all the students need a good facility where they can concentrate on their studies.

我并不认为对于大学来说，学生的体育活动重要到可以与图书馆的花费等同。并不是每个学生都喜欢体育活动，但是所有学生都需要一个良好的设施，在那里集中精力学习。


2



Agree


I go along with the idea that traveling in a group led by a tour guide is the best way to enjoy a trip. There are two reasons for this. First, you do not need to worry about getting lost. Also, you can save a lot of money by traveling in a group with other people.

我认为有导游带队的团队旅游是享受旅行的最佳方式。有两个原因：首先，你不必担心迷路。其次，和其他人组团旅游可以节省很多钱。


Disagree


I do not hold with the opinion that the best way to travel is a guided tour. In my view, traveling alone is more fun because you can go to anywhere you want.

我不同意旅行的最佳方式是有导游陪同的旅行。依我看，独自旅行更有趣，因为你可以去任何你想去的地方。


3



Agree


I agree that high school students should be able to choose their courses without any limitations. Students will pay more attention to their classes if they are learning what they want to know.

我认为高中生应该可以毫无限制地选课。如果学生学习他们想学的，那么他们会更专心听讲。


Disagree


It is evident that students should not be allowed to take only the courses that they want to study. If they are given such options, students will take only easy courses and avoid possibly boring but important courses.

很显然，不应该允许学生只上他们想上的课。如果给了他们这样的选择权，学生就会只选择简单的科目，而避开可能无聊却重要的科目。


4



Agree


I firmly believe that clothes change people’s behavior. Students try not to get into trouble when they are wearing their school uniforms because they can be easily identified by their uniforms.

我坚信服饰改变人的行为。学生穿着校服时会尽量不惹麻烦，因为他们很容易通过校服被辨认出来。


Disagree


There is no question that human behavior has nothing to do with one’s clothes. If we could change people’s behavior with clothes, we would be able to reform criminals by changing their clothes.

毫无疑问，人类的行为与人的服饰没有关系。如果我们能利用服饰改变人的行为，那么我们就能通过改变罪犯的服饰使他们改过自新了。


5



Agree


I am in favor of the idea that the mass media tends to dig excessively into the personal lives of famous people. I believe that we do not have to know what they do in their free time unless they commit crimes or harm others’ lives.

我认为媒体倾向于过分发掘名人的私生活。我认为，除非他们犯罪或者危害到他人的生活，否则我们不必知道他们空闲时都做些什么。


Disagree


In my view, it is unavoidable for public figures and celebrities to be exposed to the mass media. The media would not be interested in the private lives of those people if they were not famous.

依我看，媒体曝光公众人物和名人是不可避免的。如果那些人不出名，媒体就不会对他们的私生活感兴趣。


Unit 14 Agree / Disagree II

Check-Up

1 I support the idea that students can develop their imaginations by reading novels.

2 I do not think it is impossible for universities to give a scholarship to every student.

3 As a result of globalization, people don’t feel many cultural differences these days.

4 There is a saying, “A friend in need is a friend indeed.”

5 In my experience, parents can be the best friends for their children because they always take their side.

6 I am against the opinion that women should stay at home to take care of their children.

7 I question whether it is educational to allow children to watch TV commercials.

8 For example, passive viewers prefer entertaining programs to informative ones.

9 To give you an idea, I will explain how an optimistic attitude can change a person’s life.

10 I object to the notion that people who take risks are the only ones who can get good chances.

11 I support the idea that it is important to participate in extracurricular activities.

12 Consequently, I believe that people who are attracted to dangerous sports cannot stand their daily routines.

13 I am against the opinion that people cannot learn anything from their experience.

14 It is said that people should be able to take care of themselves when they are isolated.

15 I object to the notion that it is a waste of time to listen to popular music.

16 It is reported that many parents make their children read biographies.

17 I question whether people acknowledge the importance of moral education or not.

18 To give you an idea, I will give several reasons why we need a hospital in our community.

19 There are several reasons why some students are more successful at language learning than others.

20 In my experience, people do not always tell the truth.

21 For instance, we can observe animals at a short distance in zoos.

22 I am against the opinion that museums are the best places where children can learn about their ancestors.

23 As a result of the invention of the light bulb, people can read books at night without their eyesight being damaged.

24 Studies indicate that junk foods are one of the major causes of obesity.

Writing Practice


A


1 I object to the notion that playing games has anything to do with learning how to live one’s life.


2 I do not think it is more advantageous to be a group member than to lead a group.


3 I support the idea that companies should guarantee lifelong employment.


4 I am against the opinion that older people cannot learn lessons from younger people.


5 I support the idea that our judgment of someone should not be based on how he or she looks.



B


1 It is said that teenagers learn how to make important decisions either by making mistakes or through their own experiences.


2 According to recent research, coeducation is more helpful for both male and female students for several reasons.


3 Consequently, we can get a lot of information about a country by watching commercials for that country.


4 It is reported that external appearances are not reliable when you judge a person’s character.


5 There are several reasons why children should be taught a foreign language in elementary school.



C


1 To give you an idea as to why people are treated differently when they wear different clothes, I will present two examples.


2 For instance, nobody will work hard to raise his productivity if a company never fires its employees.


3 To give you an idea, I will discuss how much children can enjoy nature by living in rural areas.


4 In my experience, there have always been bad consequences whenever we destroy ecosystems.


5 For instance, children can share their opinions about what they saw on TV with their friends.


Writing Challenge


>>
 Example


Agree


I support the idea that some decisions are too important to be made by one person. People can make better decisions if they discuss their problems with their family and friends.

我同意有些决定太重要而无法一人作出决断。如果人们和家人、朋友一起讨论问题，他们就能作出更好的决定。


Disagree


I am against the idea that a person should consult with others before making an important decision. Since every person should be responsible for his own decision in the end, you have to make a decision by yourself.

我不同意在作出重要决定前要同其他人商量。因为每个人最终都要对自己的决定负责，所以你就必须自己作决定。


1



Agree


I firmly believe that technology has made our lives more convenient. As a result of technological developments, we can even buy clothes on the Internet.

我坚信科技已经令我们的生活更方便。由于科技的发展，我们甚至可以在网络上买衣服。


Disagree


I am against the opinion that we have made the world a better place to live because of technology. In my experience, technology has only made our lives busier and more complex.

我不认为科技的发展已经使我们生活的空间更美好。我认为，科技只让我们的生活更加忙碌、更加复杂。


2



Agree


I support the idea that attending a live performance gives you more pleasure than watching it on TV. If there were no difference, people would not spend a lot of money to watch a performance with their own eyes.

我不认为去现场观看演出比通过电视看更有乐趣。如果没有区别，人们就不会花那么多钱亲临现场了。


Disagree


I disagree that it is better to watch a performance with your own eyes than to watch it on TV. To support my opinion, I would like to present three advantages of watching a performance on TV.

我不认为亲临现场看演出比通过电视看好。为了证明我的观点，我会列举三个通过电视看演出的优点。


3



Agree


It is said that if people are familiar with history and literature, they can communicate very well with others. Therefore, I go along with the statement that history and literature are more important to study than science and mathematics.

据说，如果人们熟悉历史和文学，他们就能很好地和他人交流。因此，我同意学习历史和文学比学习科学和数学更重要的观点。


Disagree


I question whether we can measure the value of history, literature, science, and mathematics themselves. However, I firmly believe that science and mathematics are more useful for our daily lives than literature and history.

我怀疑我们能否衡量历史、文学、科学和数学自身的价值。尽管如此，我坚信科学和数学比历史和文学对我们的日常生活更有用。


4



Agree


I do not think you can enjoy a game when you are losing. Therefore, I agree that people have fun playing a game only when they win.

我不认为输了的时候你还能享受游戏的快乐。因此，我认为人们只有赢的时候才觉得玩游戏有趣。


Disagree


In my opinion, the reason why people play a game with others is that they want to spend time with others without worrying about winning or losing. As a result, people can enjoy the game even when they lose.

依我看，人们与其他人玩游戏的原因是他们想和别人一起打发时间，不必担心输赢。因此，人们即使输了，也会享受游戏的快乐。


5



Agree


People say that a friend in need is a friend indeed. For this reason, I do not think that friendship will be damaged if you borrow money from a friend of yours.

俗话说：“患难见真情。”因此，我认为向朋友借钱不会伤害友谊。


Disagree


In my experience, it is always better not to borrow money from a friend. If you do not pay back the money on time, the friendship may be harmed.

依我看，最好不要向朋友借钱。如果不按时还钱，会伤害友谊。


Unit 15 Preference I

Check-Up

1 Given the choice between classical music and popular music, I would choose the latter.

2 My view on school rules is that students should be involved in the process of making the rules.

3 I prefer being with my friends to being with my family because it is more fun to hang out with my friends.

4 Humans need comfortable houses to live in. Similarly, endangered animals need safe habitats to dwell in.

5 Watching a sporting event cannot compare with playing one.

6 In spite of medical developments, people still suffer from many illnesses.

7 Obedience is similar to loyalty because people who are loyal are always obedient.

8 Despite the benefits of a new high school, I want to have a new shopping center in our community instead.

9 On a cold day, staying home may be comfortable. Nevertheless, I prefer going out to staying indoors.

10 Although students have some courses they do not want to learn, they are required to take all of them.

11 Despite the fact that languages and cultures are different, we can make good foreign friends.

12 Children love to spend most of their time playing video games. Nonetheless, they should be prohibited from playing these games.

13 Compared with the city, the countryside is better for children’s emotional development.

14 Between a person with an optimistic attitude and a person with a pessimistic attitude, my preference is the optimistic person.

15 Unlike an automobile, a train is a more efficient means of transportation.

16 I prefer working on a team to working independently because I can share ideas with the other members.

17 My view on this issue is that sociable people usually get along well with others.

18 Advertising is very important in business. Even so, it cannot be a substitute for the quality of products.

19 Love cannot compare with anything else because people cannot be happy without love.

20 A stress-free life is similar to sleeping for one’s whole life.

21 In spite of high life expectancies, people do not make much of an effort to maintain their physical health.

22 Group studying can save you much time. On the contrary, you can end up getting distracted and chatting.

23 I prefer eating at restaurants to preparing and eating food at home because eating out is more convenient.

24 You should not judge a book by its cover. In the same way, you cannot know a person by his or her appearance.

Writing Practice


A


1 Given the choice between living at a fast pace and living at a slow pace, I would choose the former.


2 In my opinion, it is better to live where I can enjoy different seasons than to live where the climate does not change at all.


3 I prefer having my friend as a roommate to sharing a room with a stranger.


4 Between planning free-time activities beforehand and enjoying my free time without a plan, my preference is to plan ahead.


5 My view on this issue is that adolescents are more influenced by their families rather than their friends.



B


1 As a way of spending free time, indoor activities
 cannot compare with outdoor activities.


2 From my point of view, when you are not satisfied with some product or service, filing a complaint in writing is similar to doing nothing.


3 Unlike discussion classes, lecture classes are boring in most cases.


4 In my experience, studying with your friends is similar to reading a book backwards.


5 Many teenagers do not tell their parents about their lives.
 On the contrary, they talk and spend most of their time with their friends.



C


1 Although I admit reading is a good way of learning, I believe it is more effective to learn by listening to others.


2 Some people say serious movies are boring.
 Nevertheless, I like movies that make me think.


3 You may have closer relationships with your co-workers at a small company.
 Even so, I would not choose a small company because it is more likely to go bankrupt than a large company.


4 Living in one place for one’s whole life may have some advantages.
 Nevertheless, I would prefer to move from one place to another for a better environment.


5 Despite the fact that children can learn a lot of things at school, I believe it is more important for them to play with their friends.


Writing Challenge


>>
 Example


Live in a big city


It seems attractive that I could make close relationships with my neighbors if I lived in a small town. Even so, I still want to live in a big city. One advantage of a big city is that there are so many cultural events, so we can always find something to do to amuse ourselves.


住在大城市：
 如果住在小城镇，我可以与邻居建立亲密的关系，这似乎很吸引人。尽管如此，我仍然向往住在大城市。大城市的优点之一是有很多文化盛事，因此，我们总能找些乐子。


Live in a small town


Between living in a small town and living in a big city, my preference is the former for safety reasons. In a big city, people neither know who lives next door to them, nor are they concerned about their neighbors’ safety. Thus, I would like to live in a small town where everyone looks after one another.


住在小城镇：
 考虑到安全因素，在住在小城镇与住在大城市之间，我更喜欢前者。在大城市，人们既不认识住在隔壁的人，也不关心邻居的安全。因此，我更喜欢住在小城镇，大家彼此有个照应。
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Travel with a companion


People have different reasons for traveling. In my case, I like to travel in order to make good memories. But I believe that the memories will be useless if there is no one to share them with. Thus, I prefer traveling with a companion to traveling by myself.


结伴旅行：
 人们旅行有不同的原因。就我的情况而言，我喜欢旅行是为了留下美好的回忆。但是我相信，要是没有人分享，回忆就毫无价值了。因此，比起独自旅行，我更喜欢结伴旅行。


Travel alone


If you travel with a companion, you will have to spend almost 24 hours a day with the person even if you do not want to. Because I would want some time to be alone when I travel, I would rather go traveling by myself than travel with a companion.


独自旅行：
 如果结伴旅行，即使不想，也必须整天和那个人待在一起。我在旅行时想有些时间独处，所以我更喜欢独自旅行，而不是跟别人结伴旅行。
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Do what you already do well


Even if you are an expert at something, you may not be as good as you used to be if you don’t practice from time to time. Thus, in my opinion, it is better to do what I am good at over time than to try what I have never done before.


做能做好的事：
 即使你是某方面的专家，如果不经常实践，也可能没有过去做得好。因此，我认为最好做自己一直擅长的事，而不是去尝试以前从未做过的。


Try new things


It is safer to do what I am good at than to do what I have not tried before. Nevertheless, I cannot learn new things if I only do the activities I can already do. For this reason, I would choose to try a new thing if given the choice between what I do well and what I have not done yet.


尝试新事物：
 做擅长的比做过去从未做过的更安全。尽管如此，如果只做已经会做的事，我就学不到新东西。因此，如果在做得好的事和没做过的事之间选择，我会选择尝试新事物。
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Learn by yourself


If you are taught something from a teacher, you may be able to save some time. Nonetheless, I have learned from my experiences that it is better to learn by myself because I can take as much time as I want to in order to understand what I have learned.


自学：
 如果有老师教，你或许会节省一些时间。但是，以我的经验来看，最好还是自学，因为为了领会我所学的东西，我想花多少时间都可以。


Learn from a teacher


I prefer learning from a teacher to learning by myself. Teachers give us the best routes to obtain knowledge. Without such guidance, we cannot know if we are learning properly.


跟老师学：
 比起自学，我更喜欢跟老师学习。老师为我们提供了获得知识的最佳途径。没有这些指导，我们就无法了解我们是否在正确地学习。
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Basic needs on Earth


Even though it is important to learn as much about outer space as we know about Earth, we should acknowledge that there are so many people in need on Earth. If we put the ongoing space projects on hold for one year, we could probably serve more than one million meals to hungry people.


地球上的基本需要：
 尽管更多地了解外太空像了解地球一样非常重要，我们也应承认地球上有很多人需要帮助。如果将正在进行的太空计划搁置一年，我们很可能为饥饿的人们提供100多万顿饭。


Exploring outer space


Some people believe that humans can live on Earth for at least another thousand years, so exploring outer space is unnecessary. Even so, we cannot predict the future. So we should prepare for it, and space exploration is one way to prepare for the future.


探索外太空：
 有些人认为人类至少可以在地球上再生活一千年，因此，没有必要探索外太空。尽管如此，我们无法预测未来。因此，我们应为此做好准备，太空探索是为未来做准备的唯一方法。
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Work by hand


Whenever I work with machines, I do not feel like I am the one who is working. So, in spite of its convenience and efficiency, I try to work by myself rather than to use machines because I enjoy doing things without any help.


手工作业：
 使用机器作业时，我感觉我不是工作的那个人。因此，尽管方便、高效，我还是试着自己做，而不是使用机器，因为我喜欢不借助任何帮助做事。


Work with machines


I prefer working with machines to working by hand. Usually, it is more efficient and timesaving to use machines than to work by hand.


机器作业：
 比起手工作业我更喜欢机器作业。通常使用机器比手工作业更有效率、更省时。


Unit 16 Preference II

Check-Up

1 Aside from playing video games, children prefer watching television to reading books.

2 An optimistic attitude helps you overcome hardships. In addition, it encourages others to endure hardships.

3 Presumably, a theme park is a better place to spend time with your family than a library is.

4 I wish I could travel to many foreign countries before going to university.

5 Suppose you were blamed by your teacher, but you did not think it was your fault.

6 Students who break school rules get punished. In other words, they should follow the rules.

7 In consideration of the increased importance of English in our country, many students choose to study abroad.

8 I would rather wear a school uniform than spend lots of money on buying new clothes.

9 Despite their benefits, fossil fuels worsen air pollution. Moreover, some of them will run out in the near future.

10 From my point of view, it is better to do nothing than to watch TV.

11 Staying at home is preferable to standing in line for a whole day at an amusement park.

12 If I were an employer, I would hire an experienced worker at a higher salary.

13 I wish I could travel back in time to meet the famous philosopher Socrates.

14 Some people spend their money too easily. In particular, they like to go on shopping sprees.

15 We can protect endangered animals by saving the rainforests. In addition, doing this can help prevent further air pollution.

16 Presumably, no one may want to live alone without any friends for his whole life.

17 Let’s assume that the government spends a lot of money exploring outer space.

18 In consideration of the need for a new education facility, I want our community to build a high school.

19 Suppose students would feel less peer pressure if they wore school uniforms.

20 Many children watch TV for too many hours every day. More importantly, they see too much violence on TV.

21 As we have seen, freshmen can get many kinds of help from their seniors by living in a dormitory.

22 Let’s assume that catching a cold has to do with cold weather.

23 In particular, my opinion on this issue is that students should be allowed to choose what they want to learn.

24 If people were not able to afford food for their children, they would feel hopeless.

Writing Practice


A


1 I would rather buy a piece of jewelry than buy tickets to a concert because it is a good way to invest my money.


2 Eating at home
 is preferable to eating at restaurants because I can eat healthy food at home.


3 I would rather live in a dormitory than spend a lot of time finding an apartment to live in.


4 From my point of view, it is better to spend time with a small number of close friends because I can even share my private secrets with them.


5 Purchasing computers
 is preferable to buying books since students can read electronic books on the Internet.



B


1 Let’s assume that students rarely exercise, so they will have some health problems.


2 Presumably, every person needs a friend whom he can ask for advice when he is in trouble.


3 Suppose you don’t have a penny when you need money for an emergency.


4 If I had several short vacations instead of a long one, I could keep myself refreshed at school all throughout the year.


5 If the government ignored meeting the basic needs of our society, the poor would suffer more.



C


1 Nobody can precisely judge a person’s character after meeting him/her only once.
 In other words, first impressions are not trustworthy.


2 Everybody has a different perspective, even between friends.
 More importantly, different perspectives usually cause fights between friends.


3 Good friends can help me get out of trouble
 . In addition, they can sometimes be my teachers in life.


4 We definitely need a clean environment in which to live.
 In particular, we won’t be able to live for even a moment if there is no air to breathe.


5 As we have seen, taking opportunities is not only a shortcut but also the best way to success.


Writing Challenge


>>
 Example


Buy a house


If I cannot make a profit out of a business, I may lose all the money. Therefore, I would rather purchase a house than invest my money in a business.


买房子：
 如果无法从生意中获利，我可能会赔掉所有的钱。因此，与其投资生意，我宁愿买个房子。


Buy a business


I can have both a house and a business if I purchase the business first. In other words, I should purchase a business first so that I can buy a house with the profits from the business.


做生意：
 如果先做生意，我就能同时拥有房子和生意。也就是说，我应该先经商，然后用做生意赚的钱买房子。
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Prefer handmade items


I prefer handmade products to machine-made ones. First, handmade items are more sophisticated than machine-made ones. More importantly, handmade items can be owned only by a small number of people because of their scarcity.


更喜欢手工产品：
 比起机器制造的产品，我更喜欢手工产品。首先，手工产品比机器制品更精密。更重要的是，由于数量稀少，手工产品只能为少数人所拥有。


Prefer machine-made items


Presumably, it takes more time to make products by hand than by machine, so handmade items are usually more expensive than machine-made ones. Therefore, I would rather buy a machine-made item than a handmade one.


更喜欢机器制造的产品：
 手工制作产品想必比机器制造产品花费的时间更多，那么手工产品就通常比机器制品更贵。因此，与其买手工产品，我宁愿买机器制品。
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Live in a traditional house


I would rather live in a traditional house than live in a modern apartment building. In a traditional house, I can have my own garden, where I can plant flowers.


住传统房屋：
 与其住现代公寓，我宁愿住传统房屋。在传统房屋里，我可以拥有自己的花园，在那里种花。


Live in an apartment


I wish to live in a modern apartment building since it is more convenient to live there than in a traditional house. In addition, it is much safer to live in a modern apartment building than to live in a traditional house.


住公寓：
 我希望住在现代公寓里，因为在那儿住比在传统房屋住更方便。另外，住在现代公寓里比住在传统房屋里更安全。
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Others’ advice


From my point of view, it is better to learn about life by listening to others’ advice than by depending on our personal experiences. If we only paid attention to our own experiences to learn about life, we would not know what others think about their lives.


别人的意见：
 依我看，通过听取别人的意见了解生活比依靠自己的经验了解生活更好。如果只注重自己的经验去了解生活，我们就不会了解其他人关于生活的想法。


Personal experience


Let’s assume that it is better to learn about life by listening to others. As people have different perspectives, they usually do not understand what I really expect in my life. So I prefer learning about life through my own experience to learning by listening to the advice of family or friends.


个人经验：
 我们假设通过听取别人的意见了解生活会更好。由于人们有不同的观点，他们通常不了解我在生活中真正期待的是什么。因此，比起通过听取家人或朋友的意见，我更喜欢通过自己的经验了解生活。
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A lot of valuable information


The Internet is one of the most convenient tools with which you can find valuable information. You can read newspapers and magazines more conveniently on the Internet. In addition, you can get help from the Internet when you do research for your homework or prepare for a presentation.


许多有价值的信息：
 网络是最便利的工具之一，通过它，你可以找到有价值的信息。你可以在网上更便利地阅读报纸和杂志。另外，当你为家庭作业做调查或准备演讲时，你可以从网络上获得帮助。


Too much information


In consideration of its mixed values, people should know that the Internet can be harmful to adolescents and children. As many young people do not have enough knowledge to judge the quality of the information they read on the Internet, they can get exposed to harmful information without any protection.


过多的信息：
 考虑到网络的混合价值，人们应该知道网络会对青少年和儿童有害。因为许多年轻人没有足够的知识来判断他们在网络上所读到的信息的质量，所以他们会在没有任何保护的情况下接受有害信息。
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Many subjects


Let’s assume that students should choose their majors as soon as they enter their university. They probably have too little information to decide on their majors right away. Therefore, they should have the opportunity to take classes in many subjects in their first and second years before deciding on their majors.


许多课程：
 我们假设学生一进大学就应该选择专业。他们很可能由于信息太少而无法立刻决定自己的专业。因此，在决定专业前，他们应该有机会在第一年和第二年多上几门课。


One subject


From my point of view, it is more important to know one subject thoroughly than to have a superficial knowledge of many subjects. For this reason, I prefer specializing in one subject to taking classes in various subjects.


一门课程：
 依我看，完全了解一门课程比对多门课程只是浅尝辄止更重要。因此，比起上多门课程，我更喜欢专攻一科。


Unit 17 Brainstorming & Outlining

Practice with Agree/Disagree Questions
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1 spend more time with each other

2 more interests & values in common

3 develop each other through competition or cooperation


Disagree


1 emotional & financial support

2 experienced advice & guidance

3 long-term influence

B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　Classmates affect a child’s success at school more than parents do.


>>Reason 1
 　Classmates spend more time with each other.


>>Reason 2
 　Classmates usually have more interests and values in common.


>>Reason 3
 　Classmates help develop each other through competition or cooperation.


观点
 　同学比父母对孩子在学校的成功影响大。


理由一
 　同学彼此在一起的时间更长。


理由二
 　同学之间通常有更多相同的兴趣和价值观。


理由三
 　同学通过竞争或合作互相帮助，共同进步。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　A child’s success at school depends more on parents than on classmates.


>>Reason 1
 　Parents support a child emotionally as well as financially.


>>Reason 2
 　Parents help a child have a good attitude to others.


>>Reason 3
 　Parents have a long-term influence on a child.


观点
 　孩子在学校的成功更多地依赖于父母，而不是同学。


理由一
 　父母不仅在经济上，还在情感上支持孩子。


理由二
 　父母帮助孩子培养对他人的良好态度。


理由三
 　父母对孩子有长期的影响。
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1　salary earned = a worker’s value

2　financial independence

3　important motivation for working hard



Disagree


1　self-fulfillment & satisfaction

2　contribute to society

3　learn how to cooperate with others


B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　I agree that the most important reason why people have jobs is to earn as much money as possible.


>>Reason 1
 　The salary earned equals a worker’s value at a company.


>>Reason 2
 　People have jobs to gain financial independence in the end.


>>Reason 2
 　People will not work hard if they are paid a small sum of money for their work.



观点
 　我认为，人们工作的最重要原因是为了尽可能多地赚钱。


理由一
 　在企业里，工人赚得的薪水等同于他的价值。


理由二
 　人们为了最终获得经济独立而工作。


理由三
 　如果人们只得到很少的报酬，他们就不会努力工作。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　There are many important aspects of a job other than the salary.


>>Reason 1
 　You can fulfill and satisfy yourself through your work.


>>Reason 2
 　You contribute to society by doing your work.


>>Reason 3
 　You can learn how to cooperate with others to achieve a goal.



观点
 　除了薪水，工作还有很多重要的方面。


理由一
 　你可以通过工作，实现和满足自己。


理由二
 　你通过工作对社会作出贡献。


理由三
 　你可以学习如何与他人合作来实现目标。
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1　cause & effect → governing principle of the universe

2　persistency & effort → more important

3　luck goes to those who work hard



Disagree


1　need luck to defeat hardworking competitors

2　cannot control many factors

3　without luck → too much time to succeed


B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　It is evident that luck does not make anyone successful.



>>Reason 1
 　Everything in the universe is governed by the principle of cause and effect.


>>Reason 2
 　Successful people are always hard workers who never give up.


>>Reason 3
 　Heaven helps those who help themselves.



观点
 　显然，运气不能令所有人成功。


理由一
 　宇宙万物都受因果关系原则的支配。


理由二
 　成功的人通常都是努力并且从不放弃的人。


理由三
 　天助自助者。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　In my opinion, people who succeed in their lives are not only hardworking but also lucky.



>>Reason 1
 　If all your competitors work hard, the only thing you need to defeat them is luck.


>>Reason 2
 　You cannot control all the factors even if you really want to succeed in life.


>>Reason 3
 　It usually takes so long to succeed without any luck in modern society.



观点
 　依我看，在人生中取得成功的人不仅要勤奋，而且要有运气。


理由一
 　如果所有竞争者都努力工作，那么你要打败他们唯一需要的就是运气。


理由二
 　尽管你确实想在一生中取得成功，但你无法控制一切因素。


理由三
 　在现代社会，要是没有运气，通常要花很长时间才能取得成功。
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1　good neighbors

2　low crime rates

3　slow-paced life → emotional development



Disagree


1　a lot of cultural experiences

2　more educational opportunities

3　convenient to live in


B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　In my view, rural areas are more adequate places for children to grow up in than urban areas.



>>Reason 1
 　Neighbors in the countryside are friendlier than those in a big city.


>>Reason 2
 　The crime rates in rural areas are much lower than those in urban areas.


>>Reason 3
 　The slow-paced life in nature contributes to children’s emotional development.



观点
 　我认为乡村比城市更适合儿童成长。


理由一
 　在乡村的邻居比大城市的邻居更友好。


理由二
 　乡村的犯罪率比城市的低得多。


理由三
 　大自然中慢节奏的生活对儿童的情感发育有帮助。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　There is no question that urban areas are better for children to grow up in than rural areas.



>>Reason 1
 　Big cities provide a variety of cultural events that children can participate in.


>>Reason 2
 　Big cities offer more educational opportunities than small towns.


>>Reason 3
 　Big cities are more convenient for children to live in than rural areas.



观点
 　毫无疑问，城市比乡村对儿童的成长更有利。


理由一
 　大城市能为儿童提供可以参加的各种文化活动。


理由二
 　大城市比小城镇提供更多的教育机会。


理由三
 　对儿童来说，住在大城市比住在乡村更便利。
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1　can use speech & body language

2　more honest communication possible


3　fewer possibilities to misunderstand



Disagree


1　more comfortable

2　correct communication, especially if writing


3　need not care about how you look


B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　I strongly agree that people can interact with each other more effectively in a face-to-face situation.



>>Reason 1
 　You can use body language as well as speech.


>>Reason 2
 　People tend to be more honest when they can see each other’s facial expressions.



>>Reason 3
 　There are fewer possibilities to misunderstand each other’s messages.



观点
 　我非常同意人们在面对面的情况下能更有效地　进行交流。


理由一
 　你可以使用语言和肢体语言。


理由二
 　人们在看到彼此的面部表情时，会更诚实。


理由三
 　误解彼此信息的可能性更小。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　In my opinion, letters, email, and telephone calls are better means to communicate with others.



>>Reason 1
 　People tend to express their feelings more comfortably when they do not see the other person’s face.


>>Reason 2
 　When using letters or email, you can express your thoughts more correctly.



>>Reason 3
 　As the other person cannot see you, you don’t have to worry about how you look.



观点
 　我认为信件、电子邮件和电话是更好的交流方式。


理由一
 　当看不到别人的脸时，人们能更轻松地表达自己的情感。


理由二
 　使用信件或电子邮件时，你可以更准确地表达思想。


理由三
 　别人看不到你时，你就不必担心自己看起来如何了。
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1　lack of experience & knowledge

2　what young people know → already known to older people


3　do not know how to teach



Disagree


1　different perspectives

2　more up-to-date knowledge


3　remind old people of what they learned in the past


B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　In my experience, there is nothing that old people can learn from younger people.



>>Reason 1
 　Compared to older people, young people usually lack experience and knowledge.


>>Reason 2
 　Even if young people do have knowledge, it is already known to older people in most cases.



>>Reason 3
 　More often than not, young people do not know how to teach what they know to others.



观点
 　我认为老年人从年轻人那里学不到任何东西。


理由一
 　与老年人相比较，年轻人通常缺乏经验和知识。


理由二
 　即使年轻人有知识，在多数情况下，老年人也知道这些知识。


理由三
 　年轻人往往不知道如何教会别人自己所掌握的知识。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　I disagree with the opinion that the old cannot learn anything from the young.



>>Reason 1
 　Young people can offer different new perspectives on some issues older people have.


>>Reason 2
 　Young people tend to have more up-to-date knowledge in scientific or technological areas.



>>Reason 3
 　Young people can remind older people of what they learned in the past but might have forgotten.



观点
 　我不同意老年人从年轻人那儿学不到任何东西的说法。


理由一
 　年轻人可以就老年人面对的问题提出不同的新观点。


理由二
 　在科学或技术领域，年轻人一般掌握最新的知识。


理由三
 　年轻人可以使老年人想起他们过去学过但可能已经忘记的事。
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1　electronic devices → more convenient daily lives


2　long-distance communications possible


3　predict natural disasters



Disagree


1　cause environmental problems

2　isolate individuals

3　more dangerous

B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　I strongly support the idea that technology has improved the world.



>>Reason 1
 　Electronic devices have made our daily lives more convenient.



>>Reason 2
 　The Internet and mobile communications technology enable us to communicate with people regardless of where in the world they live.



>>Reason 3
 　Modern technology helps us predict natural disasters and take action in advance.



观点
 　我非常赞同科技已经改变了世界这一观点。


理由一
 　电子设备已经使我们的日常生活更加便利。


理由二
 　不管人们居住在世界上的哪一个角落，网络和移动通讯技术都能让人们相互交流。


理由三
 　现代科技有助于我们预测自然灾害，并帮我们提前做出行动。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　I question whether there has been any improvement in the quality of life as a result of technological developments.


>>Reason 1
 　Technological developments have worsened environmental problems.


>>Reason 2
 　Technology such as TV and the Internet isolates a lot of individuals from society.


>>Reason 3
 　The development of military weapons has made the world a more dangerous place to live.


观点
 　　我质疑科技发展是否改善了生活质量。


理由一
 　科技发展已经使得环境问题更加严重。


理由二
 　像电视和网络这样的科学技术使很多人脱离了社会。


理由三
 　军事武器的发展使世界成为更加危险的居住场所。
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A. Brainstorm


Agree


1　can learn from his/her own mistakes

2　mostly minor mistakes

3　advice or criticism → lose self-confidence


Disagree


1　possibly a fatal mistake


2　bitter advice → what a real friend should do


3　may get disappointed later


B. Outline


Agree



>>Opinion
 　I agree that it is better to let a friend make a mistake than to say or do something about it.


>>Reason 1
 　Every person grows by learning from his/her own mistakes.


>>Reason 2
 　A friend’s mistakes are mostly minor ones which do not call for advice or other actions.


>>Reason 3
 　Your advice or criticism can make the friend lose his/her self-confidence.


观点
 　我认为任由朋友犯错误比就此说些什么或做些什么要好。



理由一
 　每个人都通过从错误中学习来成长。


理由二
 　朋友犯的错误大多是不需要建议或其他行动的小错误。


理由三
 　你的建议或批评可能会令朋友失去自信。


Disagree



>>Opinion
 　You should intervene when a friend makes a mistake even if it could ruin the friendship.



>>Reason 1
 　The mistake may turn out to be fatal to the friend.



>>Reason 2
 　Being a good friend includes giving bitter advice when necessary.



>>Reason 3
 　If you did not say or do anything about a friend’s mistake, he/she might get disappointed in you later.



观点
 　朋友犯错误时，即使会伤害友谊，你也应该指出。


理由一
 　这个错误对这位朋友可能会变得致命。


理由二
 　做朋友也包括在必要时给予逆耳忠言。


理由三
 　如果不对朋友的错误说些什么或做些什么的话，他/她以后可能会对你失望。


Practice with Preference Questions


1


A. Brainstorm


Learn by oneself


1　develop reasoning skills

2　develop researching skills

3　not easily forgotten


Learn with a teacher


1　people need guidance

2　learn communication as well

3　takes a shorter time

B. Outline


Learn by oneself



>>Opinion
 　I firmly believe that it is better to learn by oneself than to learn with a teacher.


>>Reason 1
 　You may be able to learn how to reason while trying to understand the concepts.


>>Reason 2
 　Since you will find the sources of information by yourself, you will learn how to do research.


>>Reason 3
 　You will not easily forget things that you have struggled to master.


观点
 　我坚信自学比跟老师学好。


理由一
 　试着理解概念时，你可能就学会如何推理了。


理由二
 　既然你能自己找到信息的来源，那么你就会学　会如何做研究。


理由三
 　靠自己努力学习掌握的东西不易遗忘。


Learn with a teacher



>>Opinion
 　In spite of the benefits of learning by oneself, I believe that the best way to learn something is to be taught by a teacher.


>>Reason 1
 　People need someone who can guide them when they have no idea where to start.


>>Reason 2
 　You can also practice communicating with others while talking to your teacher.


>>Reason 3
 　It takes a shorter time to learn with a teacher than to learn by oneself.


观点
 　尽管自学有自学的好处，但我相信，学习的最佳方式还是由老师来教。


理由一
 　不知道从何开始时，人们需要由他人来指导。


理由二
 　与老师交谈时，你也在练习与他人交流。


理由三
 　跟老师学比自学用时少。
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A. Brainstorm


Many subjects


1　a wide range of knowledge

2　helps choose a particular major

3　maximizes educational effects



One subject


1　can be an expert

2　no unnecessary study load

3　many subjects → superficial knowledge


B. Outline


Many subjects



>>Opinion
 　Given the choice between learning many subjects and one subject, I would like to learn as many subjects as I can.


>>Reason 1
 　I can gain a wide range of knowledge in many areas.


>>Reason 2
 　I need to know about as many subjects as possible in order to decide which field to pursue for my career.


>>Reason 3
 　Since every field of study is interrelated, I can maximize the effects of my education.



观点
 　如果在学习多门和一门课程之间选择，我会选尽可能多地学几门课程。


理由一
 　我可以获得多方面的知识。


理由二
 　为了决定从事何领域的工作，我需要了解尽可能多的科目。



理由三
 　由于每个学科领域都是相互联系的，我可以充分　利用我所受教育的作用。


One subject



>>Opinion
 　I would rather specialize in one subject than learn many subjects.


>>Reason 1
 　I can be an expert in that particular field.


>>Reason 2
 　I can reduce any unnecessary study loads if I focus on only one subject.


>>Reason 3
 　Learning many subjects is very likely to end in my having superficial knowledge.



观点
 　我宁愿专攻一门课程，而不是学习多门课程。


理由一
 　我可以成为那一特定领域里的专业人员。


理由二
 　如果只集中精力在一门学科上，我可以减少不必要的学习负担。


理由三
 　学习多门课程最后只是对每门课程的知识浅尝辄止。
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A. Brainstorm


Spend on computer technology


1　a more convenient life

2　leads to medical development → long life

3　a stronger country



Spend on basic needs


1　main duty of the government

2　technology does not help the poor

3　food shortage & housing problem


B. Outline


Spend on computer technology



>>Opinion
 　I think that governments should spend the majority of their revenues on developing computer technology.



>>Reason 1
 　If computer technology develops, everybody will be able to enjoy more convenient lives.


>>Reason 2
 　The development of computer technology can lead to medical developments, thereby lengthening people’s lifespans.


>>Reason 3
 　The development of computer technology is an important measurement in showing the power of a country.



观点
 　我认为政府应把多数预算用于发展计算机技术。


理由一
 　如果计算机技术得到发展，每个人将会过上更加便利的生活。



理由二
 　计算机技术的发展会促进医疗技术的发展，因此会延长人们的寿命。



理由三
 　计算机技术的发展程度是衡量一个国家国力的重要因素。



Spend on basic needs



>>Opinion
 　In my opinion, governments should spend as much money as possible on basic needs such as food, shelter, healthcare, and education.



>>Reason 1
 　Meeting the basic needs of society is the main duty of governments.


>>Reason 2
 　Computer technology is almost useless for the poor.


>>Reason 3
 　There are still so many hungry, homeless people.



观点
 　依我看，政府应该尽可能多地在食品、住房、医疗和教育等基本需要上投入资金。



理由一
 　满足社会的基本需要是政府的主要职责。


理由二
 　计算机技术对穷人来说几乎没有用。


理由三
 　仍然有许多食不果腹、无家可归的人。
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A. Brainstorm


Work for a large company


1　higher salaries & better fringe benefits

2　experience various kinds of jobs

3　a pleasant working environment



Work for a small company


1　closer relationships with colleagues

2　easier to get a promotion

3　less of a workload


B. Outline


Work for a large company



>>Opinion
 　I think that it is more beneficial to work for a big company than to work for a small company.



>>Reason 1
 　Big companies usually offer higher salaries and better fringe benefits.


>>Reason 2
 　You can have more chances to get experience doing various kinds of jobs.


>>Reason 3
 　Big companies spend a lot of money on creating a pleasant working environment.



观点
 　我认为为大公司工作比为小公司工作更有益处。


理由一
 　大公司通常提供更高的薪水和更好的额外津贴。


理由二
 　你会有更多机会通过各种工作获得经验。


理由三
 　大公司花很多钱创造舒适的工作环境。


Work for a small company



>>Opinion
 　In my opinion, a small company is a better place to work at than a big company.


.>>Reason 1
 　Employees at a small company have closer relationships with each other

.>>Reason 2
 　As the number of employees is smaller, it is easier to get promotions

.>>Reason 3
 　You can have less of a workload at a small company than at a big company.



观点
 　我认为比起大公司，小公司是更好的工作场所。


理由一
 　小公司的雇员彼此间关系亲密。


理由二
 　雇员数量较少，所以很容易晋升。


理由三
 　在小公司工作比在大公司工作承受的压力要小。
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A. Brainstorm


Eat out


1　save time

2　various kinds of food


3　convenient for meeting people



Eat at home


1　healthy foods

2　cheaper


3　a more relaxed atmosphere


B. Outline


Eat out



>>Opinion
 　Given the choice between eating out and eating at home, I would like to eat out.



>>Reason 1
 　As I don’t have to cook if I eat out, I can save time.


>>Reason 2
 　At restaurants, I can enjoy various kinds of food from different cultures.


.>>Reason 3
 　A restaurant is a more convenient place to meet people.



观点
 　假如在出去吃和在家吃之间选择，我会选择出去吃。



理由一
 　如果出去吃我就不必自己做，可以节省时间。


理由二
 　在餐馆我可以享受来自不同文化的各式大餐。


理由三
 　餐馆是更方便的会见朋友的场所。


Eat at home



>>Opinion
 　Compared to eating out, eating at home is a better decision.



>>Reason 1
 　Hardly any restaurants serve foods as healthy as those you prepare at home.


>>Reason 2
 　Since you do not need to pay any tips and taxes, it costs you much less money.



>>Reason 3
 　You can feel more relaxed and take your time eating.



观点
 　与出去吃相比，在家吃是更好的选择。


理由一
 　几乎没有哪家餐馆提供的食物像家里准备的那么健康。



理由二
 　由于不需要付小费和税金，所以花不了多少钱。


理由三
 　你会感到更放松并能好好享受。
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A. Brainstorm


Travel with a companion


1　save money

2　less bored while traveling


3　safer



Travel alone


1　a flexible schedule

2　an independent spirit & more adventure


3　can concentrate on the trip


B. Outline


Travel with a companion



>>Opinion
 　From my perspective, traveling with a friend is more enjoyable than traveling alone.



>>Reason 1
 　You can save money by sharing accommodations and transportation fees.


>>Reason 2
 　Since you can talk to your companion, you will feel less bored while traveling.



>>Reason 3
 　It is definitely safer to travel with a companion than to travel alone.



观点
 　依我看，和朋友一起旅行比独自旅行更令人愉快。


理由一
 　通过分摊住宿费和交通费，你可以省钱。


理由二
 　因为可以和同伴聊天，所以旅途中不会感觉那么无聊。


理由三
 　无疑，和同伴一起旅行比独自旅行更安全。


Travel alone



>>Opinion
 　I would rather travel by myself than travel with a companion.



>>Reason 1
 　If I travel alone, I will be able to manage my schedule more flexibly.


>>Reason 2
 　By traveling alone, I can develop an independent spirit and experience more adventure.



>>Reason 3
 　Since I don’t need to worry about another person, I can concentrate on my trip.



观点
 　比起和同伴一起旅行，我宁愿独自旅行。


理由一
 　如果独自旅行，我能更灵活地安排时间。


理由二
 　通过独自旅行，我可以培养独立精神并经历更多冒险。


理由三
 　由于不需要担心另一个人，所以我可以专心旅行。
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A. Brainstorm


Valuable information


1　can get updated information quickly


2　free information


3　can get feedback from all over the world



Too much information


1　children exposed to harmful information

2　misleading information

3　online scams

B. Outline


Valuable information



>>Opinion
 　I go along with the idea that the Internet is a useful source of information.



>>Reason 1
 　The Internet provides updated information about almost every subject with just one click.



>>Reason 2
 　Most information on the Internet is accessible free of charge.



>>Reason 3
 　You can get feedback on anything from all over the world.



观点
 　我认为网络是有用的信息来源。


理由一
 　只要点击一下，网络就会提供几乎所有学科的　最新信息。


理由二
 　网络上的大多数信息可以免费获得。


理由三
 　你可以从世界各地得到任何事的反馈。


Too much information



>>Opinion
 　I agree that excessive amounts of the information on the Internet cause problems.


>>Reason 1
 　Children are easily exposed to harmful information on the Internet.


>>Reason 2
 　Much of the information on the Internet is misleading or just wrong.


>>Reason 3
 　Innocent people can be victims of online scams.


观点
 　我认为网络上过多的信息引发了很多问题。


理由一
 　儿童很容易接触到网络上的有害信息。


理由二
 　网络上的很多信息具有误导性或完全错误。


理由三
 　无知的人会成为网络诈骗的受害者。
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A. Brainstorm


Spend free time outdoors


1　good for health

2　can enjoy nature

3　can socialize with more people


Spend free time indoors


1　less expensive


2　can enjoy regardless of weather


3　less exhausting


B. Outline


Spend free time outdoors



>>Opinion
 　I would rather participate in outdoor activities than indoor ones.


>>Reason 1
 　Doing outdoor activities such as soccer and hiking is good for one’s health.


>>Reason 2
 　Outdoor activities can give you good opportunities to enjoy nature.


>>Reason 3
 　Outdoor activities enable you to socialize with more people.


观点
 　比起室内活动，我更喜欢参加户外活动。


理由一
 　进行像足球和徒步旅行这样的户外活动对人们的健康有益。


理由二
 　户外活动可为你提供享受大自然的好机会。


理由三
 　户外活动能让你与更多人交际。


Spend free time indoors



>>Opinion
 　In my view, doing indoor activities is a better way to spend my free time than participating in outdoor activities.



>>Reason 1
 　Indoor activities cost less money than outdoor activities.



>>Reason 2
 　Indoor activities are enjoyable regardless of the weather conditions.



>>Reason 3
 　Most indoor activities do not need much physical effort, so they are less exhausting.



观点
 　依我看，比起参加户外活动，进行室内活动是更好的打发空闲时间的方式。


理由一
 　室内活动比户外活动花费少。


理由二
 　无论天气情况如何，室内活动都令人愉快。


理由三
 　多数室内活动都不需要耗费太多体力，因此没　有那么令人疲惫。


Unit 18 Note Taking

Check-Up


A


1 SUVs (gas ↑) vs. smart cars (gas↓)

2 re: megastores – esp. good for busy ppl (b/c one-stop shopping)

3 convenience：self-checkout systems > cashiers ( b/c can be used anytime)

4 early retirement w/o enough money → depression

5 buzz marketing ← word of mouth b/t many ppl

6 web-based surveys → freedom ↑ ( ∵ conducted w/o human interaction)

7 cost – computer vt sys. < paper vt sys.

8 self-deception → esp. big prob. w/ substance abuse

9 menhaden ↓ → birds that feed on it ↓

10 college edu. best invstmnt in life


B



>>
 Example

Self-deception causes our 1
 workplace productivity
 to suffer 2
 diminishing
 levels of return. Prolonged bouts of 3
 self-deception
 , such as a strong addiction to television or computer games, can cause work levels to diminish to dangerously 4
 low
 levels.

自欺欺人使劳动生产率的回报降低。长期自欺欺人，如严重沉迷于电视和电脑游戏，会导致工作水平下降到低得危险的水平。

1 1
 Trace fossils
 are traces left behind by a creature, rather than 2
 body fossils
 of the creature itself. Some such trace fossils are of 3
 footprints
 or 4
 dung
 that was preserved in the elements over time.

遗迹化石是生物遗留下来的踪迹，而不是生物本身的实体化石。有些这样的遗迹化石是长久以来保留下来的足迹或粪便。

2 Human cloning is the 1
 copying
 of human genetic tissue material. It is performed by taking an 2
 egg
 cell from a donor, removing the 3
 nucleus
 , and adding the genetic material to be cloned, therefore forming a 4
 new cell.


克隆人类是对人类基因组织材料的复制。它从捐赠者身上获得卵细胞，去掉细胞核，再增加遗传物质进行克隆，这样就产生了新细胞。

3 1
 TV addiction
 can lead to many problems with 2
 socialization
 and 3
 workplace productivity
 for those who suffer from it. TV addiction often increases to problematic levels when it occurs in conjunction with a decreased number of 4
 interpersonal relationships
 with others.

对那些电视上瘾者来说，电视瘾会导致许多社会化和工作效率的问题。当人际交往同时下降时，电视瘾通常已成问题。

4 Sometimes doctors hate to work in 1
 rural areas
 to help sick and injured people who do not have access to a hospital. The reasons for this unwillingness are that the 2
 equipment
 in rural clinics is often poor, the patients do not always 3
 cooperate
 , and the level of sterility in the operating rooms is 4
 inferior
 .

医生有时不愿在乡村工作，帮助那些不能进医院的病人和伤患。他们不情愿是因为乡村诊所的设备通常很差，病人总是不合作，手术室的无菌水平也很低。

5 The 1
 economic theory of utility
 measures the level of 2
 consumer satisfaction
 with a product. For example, if a man likes the 3
 hamburgers
 at restaurant #1 better than at restaurant #2, the utility of the first hamburger is 4
 higher
 for that consumer.

实用性经济理论衡量消费者对产品的满意程度。例如，如果一个人比起2号店更喜欢1号店的汉堡，那么1号店的汉堡对这个消费者的实用性就更高。

6 The 1
 exploration
 of space has resulted in a number of improvements in 2
 science and general knowledge
 . Just a few of the many inventions that have resulted from the space program include 3
 the microwave oven and firefighting equipment.
 Additionally, the space program has increased man’s knowledge of Earth with regards to various fields of study such as 4
 meteorology and cartography.


太空探索引起了大量科学知识和一般常识的革新。在众多发明中，只有几个是太空计划的产物，包括微波炉和消防设备。另外，太空计划加深了人们对地球各研究领域的认识，如气象学和制图学。

Practice with Note Taking


A


1 风力田利用风能产生能量。风力田需要大片远离城市的廉价土地，并且人们不愿意住在那附近。另外，发电的风车叶片撞到鸟和碎石时很容易损坏，会增加发电的成本。


1
 Wind Farms　2
 large land　3
 energy cost

2 智能车因为体积足够小很容易停放，可以水平停放在常规型车辆必须平行停放的地方。由于重量轻，它非常省油。就装配、喷漆和回收的特点而言，它还可以以环保的方式生产。


1
 nose-in parking　2
 gas mileage　3
 recycling features

3 大型商店通常位于郊区，临近居住区，可以通过主要高速公路抵达。它们的规模和大量库存使其有几个优点。大型商店可以大量买进，因而降低了单位商品的成本，又将省钱转嫁给顾客。那些低廉的价格使大型商店受到大家庭的欢迎，各种各样的商品为一站式购物提供了便利。


1
 accessible　2
 large quans　3
 one-stop shopping

4 口碑营销通过个人连续的口耳相传从而产生“口碑”。但是，它会导致对信息的混淆和误解。它并不像传统营销和广告那样是单向的告知。并且，通过口碑营销获得大量受众费用会很高，就结果而言，也并不总是值得付出努力的。


1
 confusion & misunderstanding　2
 expensive　3
 worth effort

5 在线调查由于随时可以进行所以很方便。人们可以按照自己的步调做调查，而没有人与人的互动。并且，由于答案被收集起来进行分析，人们能立即知道结果，调查一结束，趋势就能确定。


1
 anytime　2
 human interaction　3
 instant

6 如果计划周详，电子投票系统要比纸质投票系统花费少得多。投票一结束，就会立即计算，并马上知道结果。另外，这些系统在计算选票方面消除了人类的错误，当选举结果太接近而无法确定赢家时，系统会立即重新计算。


1
 cost　2
 instant　3
 counting errors


B



1


W: Let’s talk about some of the advantages of using wind farms to generate energy. Unlike fossil-fuel-based energy sources, wind farms do not create pollution such as sulfur or greenhouse agents like carbon dioxide. Also, they are less expensive to build and operate than fossil fuel refineries. Finally, they can create perpetual energy so long as the wind blows.

W: 让我们来谈谈利用风力田发电产生能量的几个优势。与以矿物燃料为基础的能源的来源不同，风力田不会产生像硫磺那样的污染和像二氧化碳那样的温室气体。并且，风力田的修建和运营没有矿物燃料提炼厂花费高。最后一点，只要有风，就可以产生持续的能量。


1
 CO2
 　2
 fossil fuel refineries　3
 perpetual energy


2


M: You know, lots of people actually dislike smart cars. They think that they have a lot of negative aspects. These people believe that smart cars are too small for families with children or people who need to carry heavy loads in their cars. Some people also think smart cars are rather ugly. Besides, since these cars are very light and small, they are unsafe if hit by a big, heavy SUV.

M: 你知道，实际上许多人都不喜欢智能车。他们认为智能车有很多弊端。他们认为智能车对于有孩子的家庭或需要用车载重物的人来说太小了。有些人还认为智能车相当难看。除此之外，因为这种车非常轻便和小巧，因此如果受到大型、沉重的越野车撞击会很不安全。


1
 small　2
 ugly　3
 safety


3


W: Let’s discuss the negative aspects of having megastores around us. There are actually quite a few. Some customers complain that they tend to get lost when trying to find items at megastores. They also say it is hard to get good service, and it’s especially difficult to find employees who are knowledgeable and helpful. People who like to purchase items in small amounts often find that the quantities in these stores are often bigger than what they need, so they end up wasting much of what they buy, especially fresh produce.

W: 让我们来讨论一下我们周围的大型商店的弊端。实际上有不少。有些顾客抱怨，他们在大型商店试图寻找商品时总是迷路。他们还说很难得到优质的服务，特别是很难找到聪明、能给予帮助的员工。喜欢少量购买商品的人总是发现这些商店出售的数量通常比他们所需的多，因此最终浪费了大量他们购买的物品，特别是新鲜的农产品。


1
 get lost　2
 service quality　3
 fresh produce


4


M: Don’t believe that buzz marketing is always going to fail. There are some advantages to buzz marketing, too. After all, this form of marketing avoids many of the weaknesses of mass marketing. For example, it manages to make consumers feel as if they are personally being targeted. This, in turn, inspires the customers themselves to spread news about the product by word-of-mouth. This causes the target audience to get a more personal attachment to the product and also to understand why they need to have the product for themselves.

M: 不要相信口碑营销总会失败。口碑营销也有一些优势。毕竟，这种营销形式避免了大众营销的许多缺点。例如，它设法让顾客感受到他们个人被作为目标，这反过来鼓励顾客自己口头传播有关产品的信息。这使目标顾客更依赖于产品，并且明白为什么他们需要拥有这个产品。


1
 individually　2
 word-of-mouth　3
 personal attachment

￥5

W: Let’s think about web-based surveys for a bit. There are actually a number of bad things about them. Web-based surveys often lead to incomplete answers because there is no one to oversee the surveys while they are being completed. Furthermore, sometimes people will repeatedly take the survey, which may heavily slant the survey in favor of results that are not accurate at all.

W: 让我们来思考一下在线调查。实际上，它们有很多缺点。因为在线调查完成时并没有人检查，因此调查通常得到的是不完整的答案。并且，人们有时会重复做调查，这使调查严重倾向于支持根本不准确的结果。


1
 overseer　2
 incomplete　3
 inaccurate


6


M: There are a number of benefits to paper voting methods like punch ballots or write-in ballots. For example, paper voting costs less in small-scale local elections since no expensive electronic machines are needed. Also, it is more reliable than electronic voting because machines can break down or give faulty results. Furthermore, paper systems hold up better as evidence in court when the results are doubted.

M: 像打孔选票和补名选票这样的纸质选票方式有很多优点。例如，由于不需要昂贵的电子机器，所以纸质选票在小规模的当地选举中花费较少。并且，由于机器可能损坏或给出错误结果，纸质选票比电子选票更可靠。另外，当结果遭到质疑时，纸质选票系统能更好地作为法庭证据。


1
 cost　2
 reliable　3
 legal evidence


C


1 特许经营店有若干优点。著名的特许经营店，如因金色拱门而驰名的麦当劳，在顾客中有即时的品牌认知度，因此企业就不必为品牌做广告了。而且，为了确保高品质，其产品在一个地方生产，然后运送到每一家特许经营店。另外，企业在运营中使用简单的方式记账，这使报税既简单又统一。


1
 brand recognition 2
 highest quality　3
 one-way bookkeeping

M: Though you may have read about the benefits of franchises, not everything about franchises is actually good. For example, they have sprung up everywhere, making many places look the same. You see the same golden arches of McDonald’s in both New York City and in places in Kansas. Also, they create their products in one place and send them to the franchise, but this may actually cost more. Isn’t this rather inefficient considering that flour produced in Kansas must be shipped all the way to the main factory in New York only to be sent back to Kansas to the franchise? Finally, take a look at the bookkeeping that must be done. What happens when there are different tax laws in different states? You can’t use one-step bookkeeping in that case.

M: 尽管你可能读到过关于特许经营店的优点，但是实际上特许经营店并非每样都好。例如，它们在各地快速涌现，使所有的地方看起来都一样。在纽约和堪萨斯州的许多地方都可以看到麦当劳相同的金色拱门。而且他们在一个地方生产产品，再送到特许经营店，实际上这样花费可能更高。想一想，难道把在堪萨斯生产的面粉远道运往纽约的总厂，再送回到堪萨斯的专营店不是非常没有效率吗？最后，再看看必须要记的账。不同的州有不同的税收法案，会发生什么？那样的话，就不能使用单一的记账方式。


1
 the same　2
 cost　3
 diff. tax laws

2 如果以最高的伦理道德作为约束，克隆人类将为人类提供诸多好处。通过克隆，在事故中死亡的人就能被复制，并且回到他 / 她的家庭。克隆的另一个积极方面就是它可以为我们提供生育健康孩子的能力，由父母选择身体素质，而没有自然生产威胁母亲或孩子的危险。最后一点，人们可以克隆自己，以便有医学问题时能获得器官或其他组织。这样，一个需要移植心脏的人就能简单地使用其克隆体的心脏，而不必担心身体会排斥。


1
 brought back 2 family　2
 physical attributes　3
 heart transplant

W: I must say I, like many others, believe that human cloning is wrong. There are a number of reasons we feel this way. First of all, many opponents of human cloning liken it to playing God. This means that scientists who clone human tissues are making decisions and creating life that people feel only God should be able to make. They feel that there is absolutely no way to carry out human cloning under ethical and moral constraints. Another grave concern about cloning is that it will accidentally produce destructive strains of mutant viruses that scientists cannot control. These viruses could run rampant over Earth, killing anybody who is in their path. Finally, some people fear the cloned human baby could be harmed during its creation or acquire some disability caused by faulty laboratory procedures.

W: 像许多其他人一样，我必须说，我认为克隆人类是错误的。我们这样认为有很多原因。首先，克隆人类的反对者把克隆比作扮演上帝。这意味着克隆人类组织的科学家正在做人们认为只有上帝可以做的事——作决定和创造生命。他们认为在伦理道德的限制下，绝对不能克隆人类。对克隆的另一个重要的担忧是，它会意外产生科学家无法控制的破坏性突变病毒。这些病毒会在地球上肆虐，杀死任何妨碍它们的人。最后一点，有些人害怕在克隆过程中，克隆的婴儿会受到伤害，或者因为错误的实验步骤致残。


1
 moral & ethical　2
 mutant viruses　3
 disability

3 超市自动结账系统依赖于计算机扫描硬件的准确性。顾客可以自行扫描、过秤、打包和付款，因此避免了排长队结账。超市本身也可以少雇几名收银员，节省劳动成本，并把那些节省下来的成本转嫁到顾客身上。并且，超市可以为顾客提供专享服务，比如：通过建立某位顾客购买习惯和特点的数据库为其选择有用的广告。


1
 faster　2
 prices　3
 customer-specific services

M: Unfortunately, supermarket self-checkout systems have a number of disadvantages. Using the self-checkout systems, stores can save time, but customers can’t. It will take time for them to scan each item and place it in a bag. Also, using the systems can be a nightmare when customers need help removing a product they purchased by accident. It’s practically impossible to fix things when the machine reads the barcode improperly and there is no one around to ask for help. In addition, customer-specific advertisements can encourage customers to buy unnecessary things.

M: 很不幸，超市自动结账系统有很多缺点。超市可以利用自动结账系统节省时间，但是顾客却不能。顾客要花时间扫描每样商品并将其装袋。而且，当顾客需要去掉他们无意购买的商品时，使用自动结账系统会成为一场噩梦。当机器读错条码时，几乎不可能修改，并且周围没有能求助的人。另外，顾客专属广告可能会鼓动顾客去购买他们并不需要的商品。


1
 time-saving　2
 barcode errors　3
 unnecessary items

4 超速摄像头作为独立的速度法规执行工具被安装。它们与中心系统相连，由人或计算机程序远程监视。超速摄像头的操作和维护比用交警花费更少。并且，它们以机器为基础，不受人的控制。因此其判断公正，交通规则也能更准确、始终如一地执行。最后一点，超速摄像头可以代替交警，从而减少总体警力。这有助于警察处理其他重要和紧急的工作。


1
 cheaper　2
 fair judgment　3
 traffic policemen

W: Class, you may have noticed that speed cameras are everywhere since some people think they are good things to have. Well… there are some negative points to them, too. Some people think speed cameras are a form of “Big Brother surveillance,” and that upsets them. These cameras are everywhere, watching and taking pictures. This worries people since they do not want to have their pictures in police files. Furthermore, people think speed cameras sometimes make recording errors, forcing them to go to court to contest speeding tickets. And some people point out that the cameras do not always prevent speeding because the driver might reduce his speed only when passing a camera.

W: 同学们，你们可能已经注意到超速摄像头到处都是，因为有些人认为它们是好东西。嗯……但是它们也有一些弊端。有些人认为超速摄像头是“老大哥监视”的一种形式，让人不舒服。这种摄像头到处都是，监视和拍照。这让人们为此担忧，因为他们不希望警察的档案中有自己的照片。并且，人们认为超速摄像头有时会记录错误，这迫使他们不得不去法庭为超速罚单辩解。有些人还指出，摄像头并不总能避免超速，因为司机可能只在经过摄像头时减速。


1
 “Big Brother surveillance”　2
 dispute in court　3
 slowing

5 网络小说是网页格式的电子书，它们是交互的、动态的。例如：读者可以根据自己的愿望或回应阅读不同的页码。由于只发表在网络上，因此可以实时更新内容，删除旧书也很容易。除此之外，将书放在网上的成本比纸质印刷便宜得多，并且可以分布得更广泛。


1
 interactive　2
 real-time updating　3
 distribution

M: Did you enjoy reading those web-based storybooks? Not really? Well, I think I can tell you why. First of all, since anyone can publish them on the Internet, there is no way to ensure quality control. In other words, many times these books are poorly assembled with links that don’t even work. And if the company goes under, the story is gone forever as well. Plus, you need to connect to the Internet in order to read a web-based storybook. Since there’s no paper, you can’t underline important things or take notes on the pages. Nor can you drag your desktop computer out to the beach or read in your bed at night if that’s where you enjoy reading the most.

M: 你喜欢阅读在线小说吗？不太喜欢吗？嗯，我想我能告诉你为什么。首先，因为每个人都能在网上发布小说，所以没有办法确保质量控制。换言之，这些小说经常连接失败，甚至根本无法连接。而且如果公司倒闭，小说也会永远消失。此外，要阅读在线小说必须要连接到互联网。由于没有纸，所以无法在重要信息下画线或在书页上做笔记。你既不可能在沙滩上拉出台式电脑，也不能夜晚在床上阅读，如果那些是你最喜欢读书的地方。


1
 quality　control　2
 take notes　3
 desktop

6 当你不能完全理解一个科目或有太多科目要学习时，小组学习非常有效。以小组来处理一系列难题比一个人独立做所有事更容易。小组讨论有助于弄清问题，产生大量观点，提出解决方案。也可以将课题分成几部分，分配给小组成员或分小组。与其他小组成员一起工作可以建立长期的个人关系或工作关系。


1
 discuss & clarify　2
 subjects　3
 personal / profssnl reltshps

W: You know, group study is not always as good as people say that it is. It is not effective when in-depth studying for a single subject is required. In this case, group work tends to lessen individual productivity. Also, group study is less desirable if students must come up with individualized answers rather than ones agreed on by the group. It is easy to forget one’s own opinion when other people give their own opinions rather forcefully. Also, the group is likely to distract members from studying and can lead to the wasting of valuable study time.

W: 你知道，小组学习不总是像人们说的那样好。当必须深入学习一门课时，小组学习就没有效率了。在这种情况下，小组学习会降低个人效率。并且如果学生必须提供个人的答案而不是小组一致通过的答案，那么小组学习就不那么令人满意了。当其他人非常有说服力地提出他们的观点时，你就很容易忘记自己的观点。并且小组很容易使成员不能专心学习，因此浪费了宝贵的学习时间。


1
 individual productivity　2
 individualized　3
 personal study time


Unit 19 Paraphrasing & Summarizing

Practice with Paraphrasing


A


1 (A) 2 (C) 3 (B) 4 (C)

5 (A) 6 (A) 7 (B) 8 (B)

9 (C) 10 (A) 11 (B) 12 (C)


B


1 The decision was made by the school board that math and science would be the focus of the new curriculum.

2 When it comes to human development, some people may think more highly of literature than science.

3 In the 1920s, American pop music was greatly affected by jazz.

4 The experiment will be rescheduled on account of the weather.

5 Europeans consider the winter moth one of the most harmful insects to plants.

6 Students get better at class discussions and get better grades on tests via group studying.

7 The failings of English aristocrats were often ridiculed by Victorian literature.

8 The advent of the Internet has made geopolitics more complex.

9 A skin growth consisting of cancer cells is a melanoma.

10 Copernicus affected more people’s lives than most others have.

11 Until they are allowed to take off by the airport authorities, airplanes must remain on the ground.

12 Much ocean life is unknown to people.

13 American women’s long struggle for equal rights was not easy.

14 The toxins emitted into the atmosphere from industrial plants become acid rain.

15 Dinosaurs have been extinct for many millions of years.

16 Hemophiliacs can die from wounds that cause uncontrolled bleeding.

17 The Pilgrims moved from England to America for religious freedom.

18 Without a doubt, the Wild West’s most dreaded criminal was Jesse James.

19 Breaking from tradition, schools are now stressing math and science education.

20 Subjects without any practical value cause students to lose interest.

Practice with Summarizing


A



>>
 Example

有些人上大学是为了学习一种技能，有些人是为了寻求一个职业，而其他目前没有职业目标的人则是因为热爱学习。


Key words
 　go to college / learn a trade / enter a profession / the love of learning


Summary
 　People attend college for different reasons.

1 微波炉使人无需使用煤气或电烤箱就能烹饪食物，而且能让人更快地准备食物，不需要使用瓶罐、平底锅和其他器皿。


Key words
 　the microwave oven / cook food / without using the power / without using as many pots, pans, and utensils


Summary
 　The microwave oven has made cooking faster and more convenient.

2 研究表明，看暴力电视节目和打暴力游戏会导致暴力行为的增加。


Key words
 　violence on TV / violent video games / increased violent behavior


Summary
 　Exposure to violent images can cause violent actions.

3 一些大学在运动上花费很大，他们解释说，这是因为好的运动项目可以吸引更优秀的学生和老师。


Key words
 　universities / spending a lot of money on sports / better students and faculty


Summary
 　Investment in sports might ensure better recruits for universities.

4 大城市良好的公交系统能够减少交通堵塞，节省公路建设的开支，减轻对臭氧层的危害。


Key words
 　good system / reduces traffic / saves money / lessens harm


Summary
 　Efficient public transportation improves the living environment.

5 骑自行车的人一直在抱怨美国城市缺少自行车道和人行道。


Key words
 　bicyclists / lack of bike paths and sidewalk access / American cities


Summary
 　Riding a bike in the city is inconvenient in America.

6 美国80%的大学生拥有至少一份兼职工作，有些人做全职工作，这使他们的注意力不在学校，没有多少时间学习。


Key words
 　 eighty percent / part-time job / work full-time / little time for academics


Summary
 　The majority of American college students cannot concentrate on their studies due to their jobs.

7 手机的使用和噪音已导致城市生活质量的降低，并产生更加以自我为中心的世界观。


Key words
 　cell phone usage and noise / decline in the quality of civic life / self-centered outlook


Summary
 　Cell phones have made our society debased and selfish.

8 上个世纪全球气温的升高引起冰川融化，飓风增多和海滩冲刷。


Key words
 　rise in Earth’s temperature / melting of glaciers / increased hurricane activity / erosion of the beaches


Summary
 　Earth’s warming has had harmful effects on the environment.

9 在美国，随着越来越多的人到了退休年龄，对医疗护理、疗养中心、养老院的需求将会更大。


Key words
 　retirement age / greater demand / hospital care / assisted-living centers / nursing homes


Summary
 　The aging of America will require more health services for the elderly.

10 计算机在使许多工作更快捷的同时，也通过鼓励使用电子邮件和即时信息进行交流使社会交际更缺乏个性。


Key words
 　computers / tasks easier and quicker / social interaction less personal


Summary
 　Despite their benefits, computers have had a depersonalizing effect.

11 学费和生活费的上涨使许多有可能上大学的学生远离大学校园。


Key words
 　rising tuition costs / cost of living / potential students / away from college campuses


Summary
 　Many people give up on going to college for financial reasons.

12 太空计划提高了人们对地球气象学、制图学、地质学和通信的认识。


Key words
 　space program / increased man’s

knowledge of Earth / meteorology, cartography, geology, and communications


Summary
 　The space program has enabled us to know more about Earth in many fields of study.


B


1 国家公园是受法律保护免于过度开发和污染的公共场所。世界上第一个国家公园——怀俄明州的黄石公园建于1872年。美国国会不断通过法案建立了很多国家公园，1916年，国家公园管理局成立以管理这些公园。现在共有360个国家公园，每年花费美国纳税人22亿美元。


Summary
 　The U.S. preserves many areas as national parks.

2 现在，人们比过去长寿。医院的设备非常先进，有助于医生诊断和治疗健康问题。医生正接受全世界最先进的培训。并且，医生还可以开许多新药，帮人们治疗和避免健康问题。


Summary
 　Medical developments are helping people to live longer and healthier lives.

3 胚胎干细胞是在受精后的几天出现在人类胚胎中的细胞。由于它们可以生长成人体内的任何组织，因此它们使医疗突破成为可能，例如：使脊髓再生。对其的使用已经引发了道德上的争论，但是，有些人认为这种细胞是人类生命的形式，所以不应因用于医疗实验而被破坏。


Summary
 　The use of embryonic stem cells for medical advances is controversial.

4 大城市的住房成本太高。另外，几乎每样东西的费用都比小城镇高。城市里的食物、汽油、基本生活必需品都相当贵。很多人选择住在城外，开车上下班。他们买的房子通常比城里的便宜一半。


Summary
 　Living in big cities is too expensive.

5 现代电影非常精彩，它们展现了电脑创造的精彩特技。电脑给了特技艺术家更大的自由创作空间，他们可以制作怪物，编辑背景，修改场景。除此之外，许多现代大片在导演拍摄时要花费一亿多美元，这一大笔钱可以让他们请著名演员，并去很多地点拍摄。


Summary
 　Thanks to big budgets, modern movies provide many wonderful things to see.

6 美国与欧洲国家的扩张方式不同。英国、法国和西班牙为了获得领地彼此开战。他们也对世界上其他国家进行殖民统治，动用军事力量获得土地。而美国的绝大多数土地都是通过和平方式取得的。佛罗里达、路易斯安那和阿拉斯加是购买的，得克萨斯是自愿加入的，西南部是墨西哥攻击美国后获得的。


Summary
 　Unlike the rest of the colonial powers, America expanded peacefully.

7 计算机越来越强大。20世纪90年代，计算机的存储容量和处理速度每一两年都在成倍增长。现在这种增长速度有所减缓，但仍然发展迅速。用来存储信息的硬件也越来越小。40年前，美国国家航空航天局需要一间房子那么大的计算机计算方程，现在，这项工作只需人手持电子计算器就可以完成。


Summary
 　Computer technology has been progressing very rapidly.

8 在工业化国家，离婚越来越普遍。随着国家越来越富强，女性的地位通常也会提高。女性通常开始工作。她们有固定的工作，经济上开始独立。独立的女性离婚的可能性更大，因为她不需要丈夫就可以维持生计。并且，随着国家的工业化，女性的权利也增加了。在许多贫穷、保守的社会中，女性甚至连离婚的权利都没有，只有男性可以提出离婚。


Summary
 　Industrialization has given women the power to be independent, thereby increasing divorce rates.

9 娱乐正改变着社会关于什么是可接受的行为的观点。许多电影本身关于暴力和性的内容越来越多。大多数流行影片都包含很多爆炸、死亡和女性令人质疑的行为。流行歌手也追随这种潮流。流行音乐录像突出的都是穿着暴露的女性跳着挑逗的舞蹈。


Summary
 　Pop culture is making society more accustomed to sex and violence.

10 许多城市都在扩大公共交通系统。随着人们对温室效应了解得更多，更多的城市想减少污染。这意味着要开设更多的公交线路，增加火车铁轨，更重要的是，要增加地铁。地铁系统由于增加新线路变得更大，可能的话，每条线路增加更多的列车。这有助于减少街道上的车辆，减少空气污染。


Summary
 　Pollution is forcing cities to expand their mass transit systems.

11 20年前，几乎没有人家里有电子游戏机或电脑。现在，多数家庭两者都有几个。许多孩子大部分时间都在玩电子游戏、发邮件、在网上聊天。他们用这些代替了出去玩。这引发了儿童过度肥胖和身体变形等问题。


Summary
 　Video games and computers are causing today’s children to be in bad shape and are often making them obese.

12 生物学家发现持续的商业性捕鱼对生态系统有害。进行过度捕鱼的水域周边的一些问题与生态系统不可挽回的变化有关。由于捕走了重要的鱼种，其他依赖性生命，如：浮游生物和藻类，可能变得更多，并遮挡阳光，由此导致脆弱的珊瑚和海绵生物的死亡。


Summary
 　Excessive commercial fishing may harm the oceans’ ecosystems.

13 斑马贝最初发现于俄罗斯的淡水湖中，但是现在已经散布到北美的湖泊中了。这种生物对人类来说很讨厌，对其他水生生物有致命危害。首先，斑马贝侵略性很强，它们通过掠夺所有的食物和阻挡淡水蚌的气阀对当地淡水蚌造成威胁。第二，斑马贝向水中释放磷，使水生植物快速生长，阻挡阳光，继而使许多当地物种濒危。第三，斑马贝会堵塞城市供水管道。


Summary
 　The zebra mussel threatens the survival of local species of fish and interferes with city water supplies in North America.

14 在上个世纪，美国上大学的人发生了变化。过去，大学教育对普通人来说过于昂贵，只有社会精英阶层能够负担得起大学教育。新的经济援助渠道以及中产阶层收入水平的提高使人们能负担得起大学费用。现在，各阶层的人都能上得起大学。


Summary
 　Financial aid and higher incomes have made college increasingly affordable to common people.

15 网络正在改变英语。人们在发电子邮件或短信时使用新的词语和表达方式。人们在线聊天时需要速度，这是在人们亲笔写信时不需要的。这意味着新词语的产生，通常是简化其他词语或短语。例如：“LOL”意思是“大声笑”或“大笑。”


Summary
 　E-mail and instant messaging are prompting people to invent new, short words.


Actual Test 01

Task 1 (Integrated Writing)

■ Reading

斑马在非洲平原的大型动物中是独一无二的，它的身上有斑纹。动物学家已经就这些斑纹的用途提出了各种理论，所有理论都证明斑纹是进化的产物，因为斑纹成为这一物种生存的工具。

其中一个理论是，斑纹使斑马的捕食者产生视错觉。例如：狮子感觉它和斑马的距离要比它们之间的实际距离近，这使狮子奋力扑向斑马想捉住它，但是受骗的狮子在跳跃中并未捕到斑马，反而让斑马安全逃走了。

另一个可能的解释与第一个相关，斑纹以另一种方式迷惑捕食者。重复的黑白条纹会使马群中的斑马看起来都一样，因此捕食者无法将注意力集中在一个斑马身上。斑马群体移动，因此从进攻中逃脱的可能性更大。

最后，斑纹可以作为保护色，因为它使斑马融入周围自然环境中。在斑马的自然栖息地——非洲大草原高高的草丛中，它们不易被从它们附近经过但与它们有一定距离的捕食者发现。

所有这些都证明斑纹的用途是进化的产物。或许，最初这一物种只有淡淡的斑纹或斑纹的数量很少。那些生来就带有较深斑纹或斑纹较多的斑马更有可能从它们的捕食者手中逃生。因此，经过几百万年的自然选择过程，斑纹变得更明显、数量更多。这一物种目前的进化状态就是让自然捕食者看不见它们或保持隐蔽性，使其在敌对的环境之中繁衍生息。

■ Listening


Narrator
 　Listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

W: As we’ve seen, evolution explains how animals got the way they are. But, uh, scientists don’t always agree on why particular traits have evolved. Hmm… One example is our striped friend, the zebra. We still don’t know for sure what purpose the stripes serve, and, you know, the usual theories have holes in them as big as the savannahs where the zebras live.

Okay, ready for the theories? One is that the stripes make the zebra into an optical illusion, so that an attacker—let’s say a lion—thinks he’s much closer than he really is. But that idea’s no good because a lion doesn’t catch a zebra by leaping at it, you know. It chases the zebra and captures it when it gets tired.

Um, some “experts” say that predators are confused when the zebra is in a large herd because the pattern of stripes makes it hard to make out an individual zebra to attack. Okay? But predators can adapt over time. Hmm... So they’ve learned how to pick out a particular member of a herd.

Probably the most popular explanation is that the stripes are the zebra’s camouflage outfit, which makes them disappear in the tall grass. Hah! If these “experts” would spend some time actually watching zebras in the wild, they’d see that zebras don’t try to hide. What they do is, uh, they expose themselves on the open plains so that predators can’t sneak up on them.

You got that? So the only thing we know for sure is that whatever markings an animal has today got there because they gave the animal some kind of, uh, survival advantage. Hmm... Another example is the hump on a camel, okay?


Narrator
 　请听一段关于你刚刚读过的主题的讲座。

W:正如我们所见，进化解释了动物是如何成为它们现在的样子的。但是，嗯，科学家们并不总认同特定特征进化的原因。嗯……其中一个例子就是我们的身上有斑纹的朋友——斑马。我们仍然无法确定这些斑纹是用来做什么的。你们知道，那些通常的理论都存在很大的漏洞，像斑马生活的大草原那么大。

好了，准备好接受这些理论了吗？其一，斑纹使斑马呈现出视错觉，这样，攻击者，以狮子为例，就会认为它与斑马的距离比它们之间的实际距离更近。但是这个想法一点用也没有，你们知道，因为狮子并不是扑过去抓斑马。它追逐斑马，然后等斑马疲惫时再过去抓住它。

嗯，有些所谓的专家称，面对斑马群时，捕食者常常会感到很困惑，因为斑马身上斑纹的形式让它们很难找到具体某一匹斑马发动攻击，对吗？但是久而久之捕食者会适应。嗯……所以它们就学会了如何从马群中挑出一匹特别的斑马。

最通俗的解释可能是斑纹是斑马的保护色，能使斑马在高高的草丛中隐身。哈！如果这些所谓的专家能真正花些时间身临其境地在野外观察一下斑马的话，那么他们就会发现斑马并没有试图藏匿。它们所做的，嗯，就是把自己暴露于开阔的草原上，让捕食者无法偷偷接近它们。

明白了吗？因此我们唯一能够确定的就是，无论动物现在有什么特质，都是因为这些特质给了动物某种生存优势。嗯，另一个例子就是骆驼背上的驼峰。


Sample Answer


The lecturer disagrees with the passage’s premise that the stripes, in various ways, serve the purpose of protecting zebras from their predators.

First, she refutes the theory that the stripes create an optical illusion that causes a predator to leap at the zebra when it is too far away. She points out that a zebra’s predator, often a lion, does not attack by leaping but by chasing it down on the open plains.

Second, she says that predators are adept at singling out a zebra from its herd because they have adapted to the patterns of stripes. Thus, she disagrees that the purpose of the stripes is to cause a particular zebra to blend in with the herd.

Finally, the lecturer explains why even the most popular theory—that the stripes serve as camouflage—is negated by real-world observation. She notes that this theory assumes that zebras attempt to hide in the tall grasses. In fact, she reports, zebras prefer to expose themselves on open plains so that they can detect the approach of any predator.

授课者不同意文章中关于斑纹以各种方式保护斑马免受攻击的假设。

首先，她反驳了斑纹能产生视错觉，使捕食者距离斑马很远时就扑向斑马的理论。她指出，斑马的天敌，通常是狮子，并非扑过去攻击斑马，而是在空旷的草原上一直追逐斑马。

其次，她说捕食者能够熟练地从马群中找出一匹斑马，因为它们已经适应了那些形式各异的斑纹。因此，她认为斑纹的作用不是使某只斑马混在马群中。

最后，授课者解释了为什么连最普遍的理论，即斑纹作为保护色也被实际观察否定。她指出，这个理论假设斑马试图藏在高高的草丛中，但事实上斑马更喜欢把自己暴露在空旷的草原上，这样它们可以发现任何试图向它们靠近敌人。

Task2 (Independent Writing)


Sample Answer


Learning is a lifetime pursuit. While a college program in teaching gives prospective teachers the credential to teach, it does not give them everything they need to know about their subject area. The conscientious teacher will keep abreast of developments as they occur. But a formalized, every-five-year process will ensure that all teachers know what they should know and that their students will learn what they should be learning.

This refresher requirement is especially important in science subjects. More than languages, social studies, or math, science is constantly being reinvented, as new phenomena are discovered and new explanations found. For example, until the late 1990s, astronomers believed the universe was slowing down as it expanded. But then they discovered that the expansion is actually speeding up, suggesting the presence of a new force called dark energy. Also, every year brings new data on global warming, evolution, and biology. A periodic return to the classroom will keep science teachers up to date.

Almost every week, the newspapers report new studies about the harmful effects of certain foods or behavior. For example, the recommended food pyramid recently changed. A health teacher needs to be aware of the change in order to provide his/her students with the latest nutrition guidelines. Also, information about AIDS prevention and sexually transmitted diseases is continually being revised.

Even with seemingly unchanging fields like writing, math, and languages, the methods of teaching are constantly being questioned and improved. Over the last 50 years, math teaching has gone from one extreme—repetition and memorization—to another—“new math”—and back again. Language teaching has been revolutionized as more studies are done that refute prior assumptions about how students learn a language.

In sum, if students are to receive the most current information and they want to compete and succeed in their jobs and lives, their teachers must be expected to acquire the latest and best knowledge in their chosen field.

学习是毕生的追求。大学的教育课程在授予未来的教师资格证的同时，并没有给予他们在专业领域方面需要了解的所有东西。尽职的教师会随时了解最新动态。但是，形式化的、每五年一次的知识更新会确保所有教师了解他们应该知道的，确保学生学习他们应该学习的。

这种更新要求在理科中尤其重要。与语言、社会研究、数学相比，随着新现象的发现和新解释的出现，科学更容易被不断重新定义。例如，直到20世纪90年代末，天文学家一直认为宇宙膨胀的速度在减慢，但是之后他们发现这种膨胀实际上是在加速，提出存在一种被称为暗能量的新力量。另外，每年都有关于全球变暖、进化和生物学的新发现。定期回到课堂学习会使理科教师跟上时代发展。

报纸几乎每周都会报道有关某种食物或行为有危害的新研究。例如：推祟的食物金字塔目前发生了变化。健康教师需要了解这种变化，以便为学生提供最新的营养指南。此外，有关预防艾滋病和性病的信息也在不断变化。

甚至在似乎没什么变化的领域，如写作、数学和语言，教学方法也在不断遭到质疑和改善。过去的50年里，数学教学经历了从一个极端——重复和记忆，到另一个极端——新数学，而后再次回归的过程。随着研究的深入，先前关于学生如何学习语言的猜想不断遭到驳斥，语言教学也发生了变革。

总之，如果学生想了解最前沿的信息，如果他们想在工作和生活中和他人竞争并取得成功，他们的老师必须掌握他们所选择的领域中最前沿、最权威的信息。


Actual Test 02

Task1 (Integrated Writing)

■ Reading

尽管人类不食用鲱鱼，但是它是鱼粉的主要原料，被用作鸡和人工养殖鱼（如鲑鱼）的饲料。由于鲱鱼正濒临灭绝，所以很多州都已通过法案限制捕捞鲱鱼，以便鲱鱼的数量有时间得以恢复，并继续为依赖于此的工业提供廉价的鱼粉。但是这种政府限制也有一些弊端，有一些其他的解决方案可能会产生相同的结果。

首先，一些科学家认为鲱鱼数量下降的原因并不是过度捕捞，而是其自然捕食者——条纹鲈的数量过多。因此，政府应加大对条纹鲈数量的控制，而不是限制对鲱鱼的捕捞。

其次，有些群体依靠鲱鱼获得经济利益。除了捕鱼业自身，鲱鱼捕捞也间接支撑其他产业，如：码头、船舶修理厂、餐馆、酒馆。如果限制捕捞鲱鱼，那么渔夫以及那些从事此支撑业的人就没什么工作了。

再次，鲱鱼扮演着重要的生态角色。鲱鱼消耗大量的水藻，特别是那些其他鱼不吃的藻类。食用水藻使鲱鱼快速生长，从而成为像条纹鲈那种大鱼的食物。鲱鱼富含深海鱼油，能为其捕食者提供良好的营养。限制捕捞鲱鱼可能会导致其数量大增，相对地，水藻的供给将无法满足需求。结果，许多鲱鱼不能快速生长，因此食物链中上层鱼类的需求会受到影响，它们无法摄入深海鱼油。

■ Listening


Narrator
 　Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

M:Okay, class. Listen up. We’ve seen that laws limiting menhaden fishing can have some harmful effects. But, like most social forces, you know, restricting menhaden harvests can have good effects, too. Hmm... In fact, I’m convinced that such restrictions are the best way to avoid menhaden extinction.

First, it’s true that decreasing the number of striped bass means that menhaden will have fewer predators to worry about. But, um, fewer striped bass also can upset the ecological balance of the local area. Remember that striped bass are part of the food chain. And, uh, bigger fish depend on them, so, if they decline in numbers, the food chain will be interrupted, and some species will not get the nutrients they need. So I don’t think that limiting striped bass in order to save the menhaden is worth the side-effects.

Second, any harm to local economies, such as job losses, will be temporary and short-lived. That’s because when harvesting is reduced for a period of time, you know, the population of the species has time to increase. And, uh, soon there will be plenty of fish ready to be caught. And don’t forget that people are also adaptable, okay? We’ve seen that when one way to make a living is taken away, people gravitate to something else, or they can move to another place that is not, say, fishing-dependent.

Third, I, uh, I doubt that limiting menhaden fishing will disrupt the food chain. Nature is amazing. When one source of nutrition disappears, you know, others tend to take its place. Hmm… So striped bass will feed on other fish instead of menhaden and even on the algae that used to be eaten by the menhaden. As a result, the striped bass will grow large enough to be snacks for those above them in the food chain.


Narrator
 　请听一段关于你刚刚读过的主题的讲座。

M:好，同学们，注意听！我们已经了解限制鲱鱼捕捞的法案有些负面影响，但是像大多数社会力量一样，你们知道，限制鲱鱼捕捞也有好的一面。嗯……事实上，我相信这种限制是避免鲱鱼灭绝的最佳方式。

首先，减少条纹鲈的数量的确意味着鲱鱼有更少的捕食者。但是，嗯，条纹鲈的数量变少也会令当地的生态环境失衡。记住，条纹鲈是食物链的一部分，嗯，数量较少的大鱼依赖于它们，因此，如果它们的数量减少，那么食物链就会中断，有些物种将得不到所需的营养。因此，我认为为了挽救鲱鱼，用限制条纹鲈的数量来换取这样的副作用并不值得。

第二，对当地经济的任何危害，如失业，都是暂时的。因为当捕捞减少时，你们知道，物种的数量就有时间得以增加，嗯，很快就会有大量可以捕捞的鱼。还有，别忘了人们适应性很强，对吗？我们已经看到，失去一种谋生方式后，人们会转向其他谋生方式，或者搬到另一个不依靠捕鱼业的地方。

第三，我，嗯，我怀疑限制捕捞鲱鱼是否会中断食物链。大自然很神奇，当一个营养源消失时，你们知道，就会有其他来源取而代之。嗯……因此，条纹鲈会以取代鲱鱼的鱼类为食，甚至以曾经作为鲱鱼食物的海藻为食。结果，条纹鲈茁壮成长，成为食物链中那些上层鱼类的食物。


Sample Answer


The lecturer believes that the reading focuses only on the bad effects of restrictions on menhaden fishing and ignores the possible beneficial effects. First, he disagrees with the passage’s proposal to reduce the population of striped bass as a way to reduce the menhaden’s predators. He cautions that such a measure would have a harmful impact on the ecological balance of nature in the area, as it would remove an important link in the food chain.

Second, as opposed to the reading, the lecturer predicts that any economic harm from restricted menhaden harvesting will be temporary since the stock will quickly return to normal levels during the period of regulation. And some people who depended on the menhaden industry can move on to other kinds of work.

Finally, the lecturer doubts that the food chain will be disrupted. An increase in the numbers of menhaden may mean that there will be no algae left for some menhaden, but he says that nature allows adaptations and that menhaden and others in the food chain will alter their eating habits and thrive just as well as before.

授课者认为文章只着眼于限制捕捞鲱鱼的负面影响，忽略了其可能存在的有利影响。首先，他不同意文章中通过减少条纹鲈数量来减少鲱鱼捕食者的提议。他警告大家，这种方式会对地区的自然生态平衡产生负面影响，因为这样会去掉食物链中的重要一环。

第二，与文章形成对照，授课者预测限制鲱鱼捕捞所引发的任何经济危害都是暂时的，在管制期间，鲱鱼数量会快速恢复到正常水平。依靠鲱鱼产业的一些人也可以转行做其他工作。

最后，授课者怀疑食物链是否会中断。鲱鱼数量的增加可能意味着有些鲱鱼吃不到水藻，但是他说适者生存，食物链中的鲱鱼和其他鱼会改变它们的饮食习惯，像过去一样繁衍生息。

Task2 (Independent Writing)


Sample Answer


I disagree that speaking skills are more important than writing skills. I think writing has become more important due to recent technological and social changes.

My first reason is personal. I write well but do not speak well. I stumble and stutter when forced to express myself orally, but I can confidently put words on paper and express myself in what I think is concise and interesting prose. For that reason, I am attracted to classes where my grades depend on writing good papers and essays on tests. So I probably will choose a career that demands effective writing.

The second reason is a cultural one. Writing ability has declined in the computer age, as students can communicate with the new language of text messaging and e-mail. Sentences no longer need to be complete, and words no longer need to be spelled correctly. Abbreviations and emoticons are twenty-first century substitutes for correct spelling and word choice. But once the student enters the job market, he may be unprepared to meet his boss’s expectations that he write an effective letter or report. And there will always be occupations for which writing is critical, such as those of lawyer or teacher.

Even with careers that place a premium on speaking, writing is important. A salesman can have some success if he is verbally adept, but business contacts more and more are made electronically—whether by fax, e-mail, or text messaging. So a successful businessperson or professional must be able to write clearly if he is to win new clients or achieve his goals. And a lawyer who can orally persuade a jury that his client is innocent still must be able to write briefs capable of convincing an appellate court that the trial court made a legal error.

Everyone must be able to express ideas and convey information in order to succeed, both at work and in life. In today’s world, I think that writing is the most effective way to do that.

我不同意会话技能比写作技能重要的说法。我认为，由于当前科技和社会的变化，写作变得更加重要了。

首先是出于个人原因。我写作不错，但口才不好。被迫口头表达时，我常常会结巴。但是我可以在我认为简洁有趣的散文中自信地书写和表达自己。正因为这样，我喜欢靠考试中优秀的论文获得分数的课程。所以我可能会选择对写作能力要求较高的职业。

第二个是文化因素。在计算机时代，学生用短信和电子邮件的新语言进行交流，所以写作能力有所下降。句子不再需要写完整，单词也不要求拼写正确。简写和表情符号成为21世纪正确拼写和择词的替代品。但是，一旦学生步入职场，很可能达不到老板的期望，写不出有效的信件或报告。并且，总有一些职位，比如律师和教师，对写作有严格的要求。

甚至在注重口才的职业中，写作也很重要。如果一个销售员能说会道，那么他能取得一些成功，但是，无论是通过传真、电子邮件，还是短信，商业合同越来越多地以电子方式制作。因此，一个成功的商人或者专业人士要想赢得新的客户或者实现目标，必须要能清晰地写作。一个能以口头说服法官自己的委托人无罪的律师也必须能写简述，说服上诉法庭，让他们知道审判法庭犯了法律错误。

为了取得成功，每个人都必须在工作和生活中表达观点、传递信息。我想，在当今世界，写作是实现这一目标最有效的方式。



附录

音频下载链接：http://download.dogwood.com.cn/chuguo/xtfkszxjjcjxz.zip
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Introduction

A. Information on the TOEFL
®

 iBT

The Format of the TOEFL®
 iBT
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B. Information on the Writing Section

The Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT measures test takers' ability to use writing to communicate in an academic environment. This section has two writing tasks. For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then answer a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second writing task, you will answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

1. Types of Writing Tasks

(1) Integrated Writing Task

● Read – You will read a short text of about 230~300 words on an academic topic for 3 minutes. You may take notes on the reading passage.

● Listen – After reading the text, you will listen to a lecture discussing the same topic from a different perspective for about 2 minutes. You may take notes on the lecture.

● Write – You will have 20 minutes to write a 150- to 225-word summary in response to the following kinds of questions:

Casting Doubt

_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.

_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific claims/arguments made in the reading passage.

cf. This question type accounts for almost all the questions that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.

Problem–Solution

_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.

(2) Integrated Writing Task

You will have 30 minutes to write an essay of at least 300 words in response to the following kinds of questions:

Agree / Disagree

_ Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? [A sentence or sentences that present an issue] Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

cf. This question type accounts for almost all the essay topics that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.

Preference

_ Some people say X. Others believe Y. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

_ Some people do X. Others people do Y. Which do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

2. Writing Scoring Rubrics

(1) Integrated Task (Question 1)

Your response to the Integrated Task will be scored according to these criteria:
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(2) Independent Task (Question 2)

Your essay for the Independent Task will be scored according to these criteria:
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How to Use This Book

How to Master Skills for the TOEFL®
 iBT Writing Intermediate is designed to be used either as a textbook for a TOEFL®
 iBT writing preparation course or as a tool for individual learners who are preparing for the TOEFL®
 test on their own. With a total of 16 units, this book is organized to prepare you for the test by providing you with a comprehensive understanding of the test and thorough practice of essential skills and question types to address the writing tasks on the TOEFL®
 iBT. Each unit provides a step-by-step program that can enhance your writing ability as well as familiarize you with the question types asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT. At the back of the book are a list of essential essay topics and two actual tests of the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT.

PART 1

Integrated Writing


1
 Note Taking & Outlining

In this section, you will practice taking notes while reading an academic passage and listening to a lecture on the same topic. Also, you will practice identifying and expressing the main arguments from both the reading and the lecture on a sentence level.
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2
 Paraphrasing & Summarizing

This section helps you to practice paraphrasing some important information from the reading and lecture in your own words as well as summarizing both the reading passage and the lecture.
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3
 Synthesizing & Organizing

This section allows you to practice combining the main arguments from both the reading and the lecture in one sentence. It also provides you with a useful template for writing a response.
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4
 Writing & Checking

In this part, you will read the academic passage and listen to the lecture once again and will be asked to write a completely new response on your own. You can evaluate your response with the given checklist.
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PART 2

Independent Writing


5
 Understanding the Topic | Brainstorming

These sections help you understand the essay topic and brainstorm your ideas about the topic. In the Understanding the Topic section, you will learn what kinds of questions you should ask to understand the topic appropriately. In the Brainstorming section, you can practice brainstorming your ideas in a structured way by using a mind map.
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6
 Outlining | Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences

These sections help you practice making an outline of your ideas and translating them into sentences. In the Outlining section, you will practice organizing your brainstormed ideas into a logical sequence. In the Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences section, you will practice writing the most important sentences in an essay—the thesis statement, topic sentences, and the summary sentence(s).

[image: ]



7
 Writing the Details

This section will ask you to complete your essay based on your outline. You should support your thesis statement and topic sentences with details, such as general statements, reasons, and examples.
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8
 Completing & Checking Your Essay

This part offers a new essay topic on which you should write an essay. You have to plan your time to write the essay in 30 minutes. You can evaluate your essay with the given checklist.
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9
 Essential Essay Topics

This part provides you with a list of essential essay topics reconstructed from the ones that have so far been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT. By practicing writing your essays on these topics, you will effectively prepare yourself for the Independent Writing of the TOEFL®
 iBT.
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10
 Actual Tests

This part offers two full practice tests that are modeled on the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT. These tests will familiarize you with the actual test format of the TOEFL®
 iBT.
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PART 1 Integrated Writing

Overview

■ Introduction

The Integrated Writing Task on the TOEFL®
 iBT has two parts. The first part is a reading passage, and the second part is a listening lecture that is related to the reading passage. After reading and listening, you must then answer a question related to the passage and lecture.


Reading


The reading passage, which covers an academic topic, is typically 230-300 words long, and the reading time is 3 minutes. There is typically an introduction paragraph to begin the passage. Then the reading passage provides some main points in the body. There may or may not be a short conclusion.


Listening


The listening lecture is typically 230-300 words long and takes about 2 minutes. The lecture begins with a short introduction and then follows by providing counterpoints that relate to the topic. These points typically cast doubt upon or challenge the arguments that were made in the reading passage. Sometimes, they may provide solutions to the problems posed in the reading.


Writing


The ideal response provides information on all the points and counterpoints that are given in the reading and the lecture. The summary should be about 150-225 words long although it may be longer. You should not give your opinion in the summary.

■ Question Types


1. Casting Doubt


	Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.

	Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific claims/arguments made in the reading passage.



cf. This question type accounts for almost all of the questions that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.

2. Problem-Solution


	Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.





■ Useful Tips


1. Casting Doubt

You should mention all three points and counterpoints. You should relate each point and its counterpoint one at a time, providing the reasons why each counterpoint disagrees with the point in the reading passage.

2. Problem-Solution

You should note the individual solutions that the lecture provides for each problem. The professor will mention why each solution will work. You should be sure to include the reasons for these solutions in your response.



■ Key Strategies


1. Note Taking & Outlining

_ Take notes on each point in the reading passage and listening lecture.

_ Focus on the main ideas, not the minor ones.

_ Create an outline to show how each point and counterpoint relate to one another.

2. Paraphrasing & Summarizing

_ Do not repeat the words of the reading passage exactly as they are written.

_ Paraphrase the sentences from the reading passage and listening lecture.

_ Summarize the reading passage and listening lecture in your own words.

3. Synthesizing & Organizing

_ Recognize how the points and counterpoints are related to one another.

_ Be sure to mention all three of the points and counterpoints in your response.

_ Organize your response by including an introduction and, when appropriate, a short conclusion.

4. Writing & Checking

_ Write your response from the notes and outline that you wrote.

_ Be sure to include an introduction, body, and conclusion. However, the conclusion is optional.

_ Check over your writing to make sure that you did not make any mistakes.



Sample iBT Question


Directions
 Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.


Reading



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




One of the most controversial topics in education these days is the way to pay teachers their salaries. Many people favor determining teachers' salaries based on merit. In other words, teachers will be paid according to how well they teach and how well their students do in the classroom. This is an idea that should be implemented for a number of reasons.

First, this is a very fair way of paying teachers. Nowadays, teachers are paid primarily based upon seniority. The longer the person has been teaching, the more money the teacher receives. However, this is not fair. Now, the best teachers can receive the higher salaries they deserve even if they have not been teaching for very long. Also, ineffective teachers will receive lower salaries even if they have been employed for ten or twenty years.

Second of all, paying teachers on a merit basis will encourage most of them to perform better. They will actually begin to compete with one another, which will improve the quality of the education they provide for their students. They will all improve when competing against one another. Likewise, they will begin to develop better teaching methods in an effort to perform better in the classroom.

Finally, if the teachers are trying and working harder, then the students themselves will benefit greatly. The fact that the teachers are providing better lessons means that students will learn much better. Also, the students themselves will likely be inspired to study harder when they see just how hard their teachers are working.

It is obvious that a merit-pay-based system will have several benefits both for teachers and students. All school systems should consider implementing this method as soon as possible.




Directions
 Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.


Listening



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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Script

Male Professor: I know that paying teachers based upon some sort of merit system sounds great. However, it actually has a number of disadvantages. You might not have considered them, so let me fill you in.

To begin with, who is going to determine the merit of each teacher? The principal, most likely. While most principals will do this in an honest fashion, some may not. First, the principal might use the merit-based policy to control many of the teachers. The teachers may have to follow the principal's rules or find their salaries getting cut. Also, the principal may show favoritism towards various teachers and ignore good teachers instead to give pay raises to his friends. We can't allow that to happen.

Here's another point. Okay, yes, teachers will most likely try harder and develop new teaching methods and strategies. But they probably won't share any effective strategies with their colleagues. After all, they'll want to earn more money than them. This isn't what education should be about. Education is about sharing knowledge, not hoarding it. And you're also likely to see less cooperation among teachers. All of this new competition is bound to create rivalries between faculty members.

Finally, this plan might have a negative effect on the students themselves. Since part of the merit-pay system will be determined by grades, teachers will be likely not to give failing or low grades to bad students. We'll probably see countless instances of grade inflation. Also, some teachers will probably pass students who should be kept back a grade. This will be doing the student a disservice and shouldn't happen.

As you can see, a merit-pay system would have a number of disadvantages. School systems should think hard before they implement them.





Directions
 You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.




Question
 Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on the points made in the reading.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




Sample Answer


[Introductory sentence]
 The reading passage supports the idea of paying teachers according to how well they perform. [Topic sentence]
 However, the professor provides several reasons why merit pay is a bad idea.


[Refutation 1]
 First of all, the professor claims that the principal will probably determine the merit of each teacher. He claims that some principals may be biased when they determine who the best and worst teachers are. He asserts that bad principals may force teachers to follow their rules or suffer bad evaluations. [Relation 1]
 Since the best teachers will get high salaries while the worst get low ones, he fears some principals may show favoritism to certain teachers when determining salaries.


[Relation 2]
 Second, the professor acknowledges that teachers may try harder and develop better teaching methods. [Refutation 2]
 However, he doubts they will share their good methods with others. He says all the teachers will be competing against each other. He also believes there will be rivalries between teachers, so the overall quality of teaching might not rise.


[Refutation 3]
 Finally, the professor thinks that teachers might not fail bad students. Also, he thinks teachers will harm the students by passing them when they should be failing them. Therefore, many students will not see positive benefits from the merit-pay system. [Relation 3]
 This point disproves the reading passage's contention that students will try harder when they see their teachers working hard.




Chapter 1 Casting Doubt

unit 1 Technology


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


One of the most promising new developments in personal transportation is the smart car. A smart car is one that utilizes advanced methods of engineering or computers with some kinds of artificial intelligence. While smart cars have not yet reached their full potential, they are sure to be beneficial to all who eventually drive them.

One advantage of smart cars is that they will help traffic flow faster. A smart car will be able to handle many of the driving duties, thereby allowing the people in the car to attend to other matters. Because the car, for the most part, will be driving itself, it will be able to select optimal routes based on their lack of vehicles and the speed with which they may be traveled upon. This, in turn, will make travel times much shorter and keep traffic moving continuously.

In addition, a smart car will have lower maintenance costs. Since the car will be almost entirely run by computers, the computers will be able to alert the owner when there is a minor problem to be fixed. The owner will then be able to fix the car at a low cost as opposed to waiting for the problem to develop into a major issue that would require an inordinate amount of money to be spent.




utilize (v) to use; to make use of

artificial (a) not real; fake

potential (n) possibility

flow (v) to move; to pass by

attend to (phr) to take care of

optimal (a) best; most favorable

maintenance (n) repair; preservation

alert (v) to warn; to tell someone about something

inordinate (a) greater than normal; excessive




Smart Cars - Promising New Developments


1. Will help
 (1)
 _____


	handle many of the driving duties → drivers can attend to other matters

	can choose(2)
 _____→ much shorter travel times & continuously moving traffic




2. Have lower
 (3)
 _____


	computers will alert owner when is(4)
 _____

	can fix problem before it becomes major issue






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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thrilled (a) very excited

breathtaking (a) astonishing; wonderful; amazing

anticipate (v) to expect

zip (v) to move very quickly

unfortunately (ad) sadly

documented (a) recognized; known

steadily (ad) at a regular pace

custom-made (a) specially built or made

labor (n) work

astronomical (a) incredibly high; huge; very much




Smart Cars - Not as Breathtaking as People Anticipate


1. Will not ease traffic



	automobile technology improves →(1)
 _____↑

	people will have to sit in(2)
 _____




2. Will not be cheap to maintain



	use of very expensive,(3)
 _____

	replacing parts →(4)
 _____






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 A smart car is one that utilizes advanced methods of engineering or computers with some kinds of artificial intelligence.

→ Paraphrase
 Smart cars operate by_____that can think for themselves to some extent.

2 A smart car will be able to handle many of the driving duties, thereby allowing the people in the car to attend to other matters.

→ Paraphrase
 By doing _____, a smart car will enable.

3 Because the smart car will be driving itself, it will be able to select optimal routes based on their lack of vehicles and the speed with which they may be traveled upon.

→ Paraphrase
 The car will decide _____ by looking at how many cars are on various roads and _____.

4 Since a smart car will be almost entirely run by computers, the computers will be able to alert the owner when there is a minor problem to be fixed.

→ Paraphrase
 The computers in a smart car will_____, no matter how small it may be.

5 The owner will be able to fix the car at a low cost as opposed to waiting for the problem to develop into a major issue that would require an inordinate amount of money to be spent.

→ Paraphrase
 Because the owner can _____, he will not have to suffer a major problem and therefore _____.


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


Smart cars are not completely developed yet, but they are going to be very important in the future. They will help drivers (1)
 _____ much faster. They will do this by taking over the driving. This will allow the passengers and driver to do other things, and it will also ensure that the car takes (2)
 _____ by avoiding traffic. In addition, owners will not have to (3)
 _____. The car's computers will monitor all possible problems, thereby enabling the owner (4)
 _____ before they develop into something major. This will then save the owner a lot of money on (5)
 _____.




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 It would be nice to have smart cars do all the driving for us, but they probably won't be as breathtaking as everyone anticipates.

→ Paraphrase
 Even though people would love to _____, smart cars will probably not _____.

2 It's a documented fact that, as automobile technology has improved, the amount of traffic has steadily increased.

→ Paraphrase
 It is well known that_____.

3 Just because they're smart cars doesn't mean that they'll be smart enough to get you out of a traffic jam.

→ Paraphrase
 The artificial intelligence in smart cars will not be sufficient enough_____.

4 Most of the parts of a smart car will be custom-made, so, due to the manufacturing process, replacing the parts will be expensive.

→ Paraphrase
 It is going to be expensive to_____because of the way that _____.

5 The labor bill may be cheap, but the bill for the parts is going to be astronomical in some cases.

→ Paraphrase
 Even though _____for his actual work, it will still be extremely expensive to _____.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


While most people are expecting great things from smart cars, they will probably not be quite as wonderful as people think they will be. Even though vehicular technology is constantly improving, traffic actually (1)
 _____with every improvement. There will probably be more, not fewer, (2)
 _____. So, while the cars will be driving themselves, making it easier on the owners, the trips will actually (3)
 _____. Also, when the cars need to be maintained with (4)_____, the owners will have to pay a lot of money. Since smart cars are custom-made, the parts are going to be expensive to replace, thereby requiring their owners to (5).




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 Because the car, for the most part, will be driving itself, it will be able to select optimal routes based on their lack of vehicles and the speed with which they may be traveled upon.


Lecture
 It's a documented fact that, as automobile technology has improved, the amount of traffic has steadily increased.

→ Combine
 The reading passage claims that_____, but the speaker claims that_____.

2 Reading
 The smart car will make travel times much shorter and keep traffic moving continuously.


Lecture
 While we may have cars do the driving for us, you can expect to sit in longer traffic jams.

→ Combine
 The author declares that_____, yet the professor states that_____.

3 Combine
 Smart cars will have lower maintenance costs.


Lecture
 The fact that most parts are custom-made means that, due to the manufacturing process, replacing the parts will be expensive.

→ Combine
 In contrast to the statement in the reading claiming that_____, the professor asserts that_____.

4 Combine
 The owner will be able to fix the car at a low cost as opposed to waiting for the problem to develop into a major issue that would require an inordinate amount of money being spent.


Lecture
 The labor bill may be cheap, but the bill for the parts is going to be astronomical in some cases.

→ Combine
 Whereas the reading passage asserts that_____, the lecturer declares that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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Writing & Checking



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




Now read the passage again.

One of the most promising new developments in personal transportation is the smart car. A smart car is one that utilizes advanced methods of engineering or computers with some kinds of artificial intelligence. While smart cars have not yet reached their full potential, they are sure to be beneficial to all who eventually drive them.

One advantage of smart cars is that they will help traffic flow faster. A smart car will be able to handle many of the driving duties, thereby allowing the people in the car to attend to other matters. Because the car, for the most part, will be driving itself, it will be able to select optimal routes based on their lack of vehicles and the speed with which they may be traveled upon. This, in turn, will make travel times much shorter and keep traffic moving continuously.

In addition, a smart car will have lower maintenance costs. Since the car will be almost entirely run by computers, the computers will be able to alert the owner when there is a minor problem to be fixed. The owner will then be able to fix the car at a low cost as opposed to waiting for the problem to develop into a major issue that would require an inordinate amount of money to be spent.



Now listen to the lecture again. 03



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.


_________________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit2 Environment I


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


Many environmentalists are wary of allowing the introduction of new species into an ecosystem. Ecosystems are fragile, and invasive species can often cause many problems when they are introduced where they do not belong. In fact, when they invade a new ecosystem, they often have several harmful effects.

For one, the introduction of new species can ruin the local ecosystem in many ways. First, it can act as a predator and eat other local species, thereby causing their extinction. Another way is that it can consume too much of a valuable local food source. This consumption can cause other animals not to be able to eat as much as they are accustomed to. The result may be a decrease in the number of native species.

Another way that nonnative species can be harmful is by causing the people who live in that area to suffer from financial losses. An example of this is the mesquite tree in the American Southwest. It thrives in areas with little water. However, because it soaks up the water from the ground, nearby grasses do not get enough and die. This causes local ranchers to lose money since they have to pay extra for animal feed. Also, the mesquite tree regenerates easily, so farmers must pay large amounts of money to remove the trees from their land.




wary of (phr) cautious about; suspicious of

fragile (a) easily destroyed or broken

invasive (a) moving into a place where one does not belong

ruin (v) to destroy

predator (n) an animal that kills and eats other animals

consume (v) to eat; to take in

be accustomed to (phr) to be used to

thrive (v) to prosper

regenerate (v) to grow back; to renew




Invasive Species - Harmful to the Environment


1. Ruin the local ecosystem



	can be a predator and (1)
 _____→ make them become extinct

	can consume too many natural resources → native species do not have (2)
 _____




2. Cause local individuals to suffer financial losses → e.g. mesquite trees



	
(3)
 _____ from the ground → grasses die from a lack of water

	
(4)
 _____ → farmers must pay a lot of money to remove the trees






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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detrimental (a) harmful

beneficial (a) helpful; useful

celebrated for (phr) famous for

extinction (n) dying out; annihilation; extermination

wildlife (n) animals

excessive (a) too much

graze (v) to eat grass in a field

harmless (a) not harmful or dangerous; innocuous

devour (v) to eat completely

pesticide (n) poison that kills insects




Invasive Species - Not Always Harmful


1. Do not harm their new ecosystems



	
(1)
 _____ in Kansas → has not caused any species to go extinct

	
(2)
 _____ in Texas → have not killed any native species




2. Can be beneficial → e.g.
 (3)
 _____


	devours many insects → keeps the bug population down

	farmers do not need (4)
 _____ → poisons will not hurt humans






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 Ecosystems are fragile, and invasive species can often cause many problems when they are introduced where they do not belong.

→ Paraphrase
 When_____ go to a new place, they can often cause many problems because _____.

2 An invasive species can act as a predator and eat other local species, thereby causing their extinction.

→ Paraphrase
 Some nonnative species _____,occasionally to the point of _____.

3 The fact that invasive species eat all of the food can cause other animals not to be able to eat as much as they are accustomed to.

→ Paraphrase
 Some native species _____ because invasive species are _____.

4 Another way that nonnative species can be harmful is by causing the people who live in that area to suffer from financial losses.

→ Paraphrase
 Some invasive species are detrimental because _____.

5 The mesquite tree regenerates easily, so farmers must pay large amounts of money to remove the trees from their land.

→ Paraphrase
 It is expensive _____ from a plot of land since they _____.


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


Because ecosystems can (1)
 _____, most environmentalists do not want animal or plant species introduced to a new area. For example, invasive species might act as (2)
 _____ and kill all of a local species. Or they might simply eat (3)
 _____, which will cause these animals to starve to death. Other invasive species cause (4)
 _____. An example of this is the mesquite tree. This tree kills all the local grass, so farmers need to purchase more food for their animals. The trees are also hard to (5)
 _____, so farmers have to spend a lot of money paying for their removal.




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 Although we've discussed a lot of harmful invasive species, please remember that they are not always detrimental to the local ecosystem.

→ Paraphrase
 While many invasive species _____, this is not always the case.

2 Everyone knows that Kansas is famous for wheat and Texas is celebrated for cows.

→ Paraphrase
 It is well known that_____.

3 Cows are not predators, so no animals have been killed by them while they graze.

→ Paraphrase
 Cows are harmless creatures that_____.

4 A perfect case of a beneficial invasive species is that of the cane toad, which was introduced for farmers down in Florida, among other places.

→ Paraphrase
 The cane toad in Florida, one of the places the animal was introduced,_____.

5 Since the toads eat so many insects, farmers don't have to use any pesticides that could be dangerous to humans.

→ Paraphrase
 Because cane toads _____,there is no need to _____.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


Many people believe that all invasive species harm their new environments, but that is not necessarily true. Some nonnative plants and animals do not (1)
 _____. Two examples of this are (2)
 _____. The wheat has never killed another local species. Likewise, the cows simply graze in their fields and do not harm others. Also, some invasive species can actually (3)
 _____. (4)
 _____ is one such example. It kills many insects that eat farmers' crops. Also, its presence means that farmers do not have to resort to using (5)
 _____ on their crops. In this case, the cane toad has truly improved the local environment.




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 First, a nonnative species can act as a predator and eat other local species, thereby causing their extinction.


Lecture
 For example, wheat has not caused the extinction of any local wildlife.

→ Combine
 The reading declares that _____, but the professor claims that_____.

2 Reading
 Another way is that invasive species can consume too much of a valuable local food source.


Lecture
 And cows, of course, are not predators, so no animals have been killed by them while they graze.

→ Combine
 While the author of the reading passage claims that_____, the lecturer states that_____.

3 Reading
 The mesquite tree's killing of local grasses causes local ranchers to lose money since they have to pay extra for animal feed.


Lecture
 Cane toads devour many harmful insects, so they keep the bug population down.

→ Combine
 In opposition to the claim that _____, the professor asserts that_____.

4 Reading
 Also, the mesquite tree regenerates easily, so farmers must pay large amounts of money to remove the trees from their land.


Lecture
 Also, since the toads eat so many insects, farmers don't have to use any pesticides that could be dangerous to humans.

→ Combine
 Contrasting the reading's assertion that_____, the professor believes that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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Writing & Checking


Now read the passage again.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




Many environmentalists are wary of allowing the introduction of new species into an ecosystem. Ecosystems are fragile, and invasive species can often cause many problems when they are introduced where they do not belong. In fact, when they invade a new ecosystem, they often have several harmful effects.

For one, the introduction of new species can ruin the local ecosystem in many ways. First, it can act as a predator and eat other local species, thereby causing their extinction. Another way is that it can consume too much of a valuable local food source. This consumption can cause other animals not to be able to eat as much as they are accustomed to. The result may be a decrease in the number of native species.

Another way that nonnative species can be harmful is by causing the people who live in that area to suffer from financial losses. An example of this is the mesquite tree in the American Southwest. It thrives in areas with little water. However, because it soaks up the water from the ground, nearby grasses do not get enough and die. This causes local ranchers to lose money since they have to pay extra for animal feed. Also, the mesquite tree regenerates easily, so farmers must pay large amounts of money to remove the trees from their land.



Now listen to the lecture again. 05



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.


___________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 3 Sociopolitics


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


A contentious issue in American politics is whether or not to raise the gasoline tax. Many people support it because they believe it will help the economy. However, their beliefs are erroneous since raising the gas tax would definitely have negative effects on the economy.

To begin with, an increase in the gas tax would disrupt the economy. Many people rely upon their cars to get to work. By raising the gas tax just a few percentage points, the government would be making people's commutes to work cost more. In many cases, they cannot afford this extra expense. In addition, if people are spending more money on gasoline, then they will spend less money purchasing other products. Since the American economy runs on consumer spending, a decrease in spending could greatly damage the economy.

Second of all, an increase in the gasoline tax would hurt those with low incomes. Naturally, it would make their gasoline more expensive, and these people simply do not have the money they would need to pay the tax. Also, since many people with low incomes live in areas with no public transportation, they might not be able to afford to go out or even make it to their workplaces. At best, they would suffer increased financial hardship.




contentious (a) controversial; causing disagreement

erroneous (a) incorrect; wrong; misleading

rely upon (phr) to depend on

commute (n) the trip from

one's home to one's workplace

run on (phr) to need; to depend on

hurt (v) to harm; to damage

income (n) wage; earning

transportation (n) ways to move from one place to another

make it (phr) to get somewhere in time

hardship (n) difficulty




Raising the Gasoline Tax - A Bad Economic Idea


1. Would disrupt the economy



	could hurt (1)
 _____ → make it difficult to afford commuting to work

	people spend less on other products → could damage (2)
 _____




2. Would hurt people with low incomes



	gasoline becomes (3)
 _____ → poor people cannot afford it

	no (4)
 _____ → people cannot get to work or go out






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.


[image: ]





touchy (a) sensitive

refer to (phr) to speak about; to mention

disrupt (v) to interfere with

complex (a) complicated; intricate

dramatically (ad) severely; significantly; radically

tremendous (a) very large

infrastructure (n) a transportation network

affect (v) to influence

tax break (phr) relief from paying higher taxes

rebate (n) a repayment; a refund




Raising the Gasoline Tax - No Harm to the Economy


1. Would not disrupt the economy



	economy is (1)
 _____ → gasoline tax cannot hurt it

	other factors are damaging economy → (2)
 _____ and infrastructure




2. Can help poor people



	give (3)
 _____ to people with low incomes

	charge less at (4)
 _____ → people with low incomes save money






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 Their beliefs are erroneous since raising the gas tax would definitely have negative effects on the economy.

→ Paraphrase
 People who think _____ are wrong.

2 By raising the gas tax just a few percentage points, the government would be making people's commutes to work cost more.

→ Paraphrase
 If _____, it will make_____ for everyone.

3 If people are spending more money on gasoline, then they will spend less money purchasing other products.

→ Paraphrase
 will cause people to _____.

4 Raising the gasoline tax would make gasoline more expensive, and people with low incomes simply do not have the money they would need to pay the tax.

→ Paraphrase
 People who _____ would not be able to afford gas if _____.

5 Since many people with low incomes live in areas with no public transportation, they might not even be able to afford to go out or even make it to their workplaces.

→ Paraphrase
 Those with low salaries who _____ will not have enough money to _____.


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


Although some people believe the government should increase the gasoline tax, it would actually (1)
 _____. First, many people use their cars to drive to work. Raising the gas tax would make these trips (2)
 _____. And then people would spend less money (3)
 _____. The American economy needs people to buy things, or else it will start getting bad. Also, a high gasoline tax would be bad for people who (4)
 _____ . They might not even be able to afford to (5)
 _____ .

Since they cannot take public transportation, it would be difficult for them to get around.




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 I must say that I'm strongly in favor of raising the gas tax for a number of reasons.

→ Paraphrase
 In my view, there are many reasons _____.

2 Our economy is way too complex for just one factor to hurt the economy.

→ Paraphrase
 Due to _____, one factor alone cannot _____.

3 There are many other factors, like health care and fixing the nation's infrastructure, that are already doing tremendous economic damage.

→ Paraphrase
 Many other things, such as _____, are already harming the economy.

4 The government could give tax breaks to people whose incomes are below a certain level.

→ Paraphrase
 The government could_____ on people who _____.

5 The government could also allow people with lower incomes to pay less money when they go to fill up their cars.

→ Paraphrase
 It might be possible to_____.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


The professor fully supports (1)
 _____ for a couple of different reasons. First, he does not agree with arguments that a higher gas tax would harm the economy. Since the American economy is so (2)
 _____, it would be impossible for an increased gas tax to damage it. Likewise, issues like (3)
 _____ are already causing lots of damage to the economy. Second, while people with (4)
 _____ would be hurt by an increased tax, there are ways to avoid this pain. The government could give them (5)
 _____ to compensate them for the increase in taxes. Or they could simply pay less when they go to fill up their cars.




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 By raising the gas tax just a few percentage points, the government would be making people's commutes to work cost more.


Lecture
 For one thing, our economy is way too complex for just one factor to hurt the economy.

→ Combine
 The reading passage declares that_____, but the professor claims that_____.

2 Reading
 In addition, if people are spending more money on gasoline, then they will spend less money purchasing other products.


Lecture
 Also, there are many other factors, like health care expenses and fixing the nation's infrastructure, that are already doing tremendous economic damage.

→ Combine
 The reading claims that_____, yet the professor claims that_____.

3 Reading
 Naturally, it would make their gasoline more expensive, and these people simply do not have the money they would need to pay the tax.


Lecture
 For example, the government could give tax breaks to people whose incomes are below a certain level.

→ Combine
 In response to the claim that_____, the professor states that_____.

4 Reading
 Also, since many people with low incomes live in areas with no public transportation, they might not even be able to afford to go out or even make it to their workplaces.


Lecture
 Or the government could also allow people with lower incomes to pay less money when they go to fill up their cars.

→ Combine
 While the reading asserts that_____, the lecturer maintains that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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Writing & Checking


Now read the passage again.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




A contentious issue in American politics is whether or not to raise the gasoline tax. Many people support it because they believe it will help the economy. However, their beliefs are erroneous since raising the gas tax would definitely have negative effects on the economy.

To begin with, an increase in the gas tax would disrupt the economy. Many people rely upon their cars to get to work. By raising the gas tax just a few percentage points, the government would be making people's commutes to work cost more. In many cases, they cannot afford this extra expense. In addition, if people are spending more money on gasoline, then they will spend less money purchasing other products. Since the American economy runs on consumer spending, a decrease in spending could greatly damage the economy.

Second of all, an increase in the gasoline tax would hurt those with low incomes. Naturally, it would make their gasoline more expensive, and these people simply do not have the money they would need to pay the tax. Also, since many people with low incomes live in areas with no public transportation, they might not be able to afford to go out or even make it to their workplaces. At best, they would suffer increased financial hardship.



Now listen to the lecture again. 07



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.


___________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 4 Environment II


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


Because of the dangers of forest fires, some park rangers have started promoting a new way to take care of forests. Their method is called prescribed burning. What they do is actually start fires in forests to burn down various kinds of trees or other plant life. Unfortunately, prescribed burning is not an effective method for a number of different reasons.

First, fires are extremely difficult to control. While park rangers insist that they take tremendous precautions, it is still possible for a prescribed burning to rage out of control. This has actually happened in some cases. Because the rangers could not control the fire, it caused much more damage than a regular forest fire would have. In fact, fire is unpredictable. Rangers may want to burn one area but instead end up burning additional places because of the unpredictability of forest fires.

In addition, prescribed burning is not cheap. It costs a large amount of money to start and control a forest fire. There are numerous people and machines involved in this process, so salaries and equipment costs must be paid. Moreover, when fires start burning uncontrollably, it costs even more money to reign them back in. All things considered, prescribed burning has many disadvantages and should not be practiced.




promote (v) to support; to endorse

prescribed (a) arranged; managed

insist (v) to claim; to state

tremendous (a) great; very large

precaution (n) a safety measure

rage (v) to burn

unpredictable (a) random; unknown

end up V-ing (phr) to wind up V-ing

numerous (a) a lot of; a large number of

reign something back in (phr) to get something back in control




Prescribed Burning - An Ineffective Alternative to Forest Fires


1. Difficult to control



	can rage out of control → can burn more areas than (1)
 _____

	
(2)
 _____ → may start to burn other unintended places




2. Very expensive



	must pay for (3)
 _____

	can cost more when fires begin (4)
 _____






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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recover (v) to get better; to go back to normal

uncontrollably (ad) wildly

handle (v) to take care of

expert (n) a specialist; a professional

consult (v) to discuss with; to check with

commence (v) to begin; to start

ensure (v) to make sure; to guarantee

rejuvenate (v) to invigorate; to enliven

settlement (n) a place where people live

authority (n) a person in control or power




Prescribed Burning - An Effective Alternative to Forest Fires


1. Rangers handle the fires.



	can control exactly (1)
 _____ & determine which trees and plants to burn

	have ways to ensure fires do not (2)
 _____




2. Helps rejuvenate forests



	natural fire → (3)
 _____ as damaging as prescribed fire & can burn homes and kill people

	can keep fires on (4)
 _____






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 Prescribed burning is not an effective method for a number of different reasons.

→ Paraphrase
 There are a lot of reasons why_____.

2 While park rangers insist that they take tremendous precautions, it is still possible for a prescribed burning to rage out of control.

→ Paraphrase
 Despite the fact that park rangers claim _____, a prescribed burning can still suddenly _____.

3 Rangers may want to burn one area but instead end up burning additional places because of the unpredictability of forest fires.

→ Paraphrase
 Sometimes unpredictable forest fires_____that the park rangers did not _____.

4 It costs a large amount of money to start and control a forest fire.

→ Paraphrase
 _____can be expensive.

5 When fires start burning uncontrollably, it costs even more money to reign them back in.

→ Paraphrase
 It can become more expensive to_____once it starts to _____.


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


Prescribed burning is the practice of starting forest fires (1)
 _____ and controlling them so that they burn a small area of the forest. This method, however, has some disadvantages. The first disadvantage is that the fires can sometimes (2)
 _____ . Fires are hard to control, and some prescribed burnings have actually gotten out of control and burned unintended places. In fact, rangers sometimes wind up (3)
 _____ because they cannot control the fires. The second disadvantage is the cost involved. Paying(4)
 _____ is expensive. Also, when the fires get out of control, it costs a lot of money to (5)
 _____ .




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 Some environmentalists actually believe that starting forest fires is effective.

→ Paraphrase
 According to certain environmentalists,_____.

2 Park rangers are able to manage exactly where the fire burns and even what plants and trees it burns down.

→ Paraphrase
 Park rangers can_____that they know which areas will burn and _____.

3 Even if the fire starts burning unpredictably, park rangers have methods to ensure that the fire does not get out of their control and burn the wrong places.

→ Paraphrase
 Rangers know_____if it should start burning unpredictably and _____.

4 Natural forest fires can cause up to ten times the damage prescribed burning does.

→ Paraphrase
 Prescribed burnings_____.

5 By using prescribed burning, authorities can control exactly what gets burned while keeping the fire on a small scale.

→ Paraphrase
 Prescribed burning enables rangers to_____while not allowing the fire to _____.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


The professor claims that prescribed burning actually has a number of positive benefits. The first one he cites is that (1)
 _____ are able to control these prescribed burnings. Because they consult with experts, they know exactly how (2)
 _____ . Also, if there is a case where the fire starts to get out of their control, they know a number of different(3)
 _____ . Second of all, the professor claims that natural forest fires(4)
 _____ the damage that prescribed burnings do. Also, natural fires often damage homes and kill people. However, prescribed burnings can take place on (5)
 _____, burn down unwanted areas, and help the forest to rejuvenate.




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 While park rangers insist that they take tremendous precautions, it is still possible for prescribed burning to rage out of control.


Lecture
 Park rangers are able to manage exactly where the fire burns and even what plants and trees it burns down.

→ Combine
 In contrast to the reading passage's claim that_____, the professor insists that_____.

2 Reading
 Rangers may want to burn one area but instead end up burning additional places because of the unpredictability of forest fires.


Lecture
 Even if the fire started burning unpredictably, they have methods to ensure that the fire does not get out of their control and burn the wrong places.

→ Combine
 The author of the reading passage writes that_____, yet the lecturer states that_____.

3 Reading
 It costs a large amount of money to start and control a forest fire.


Lecture
 However, natural forest fires can cause up to ten times the damage prescribed burning does and also get into human settlements, burn down houses, and even kill people.

→ Combine
 The author of the writing declares that_____; however, the professor counters that claim by stating that_____.

4 Reading
 Additionally, when fires start burning uncontrollably, it costs even more money to reign them back in.


Lecture
 By using prescribed burning, authorities can control exactly what gets burned while keeping the fire on a small scale.

→ Combine
 The reading passage states that_____, but the lecturer insists that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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Writing & Checking


Now read the passage again.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




Because of the dangers of forest fires, some park rangers have started promoting a new way to take care of forests. Their method is called prescribed burning. What they do is actually start fires in forests to burn down various kinds of trees or other plant life. Unfortunately, prescribed burning is not an effective method for a number of different reasons.

First, fires are extremely difficult to control. While park rangers insist that they take tremendous precautions, it is still possible for a prescribed burning to rage out of control. This has actually happened in some cases. Because the rangers could not control the fire, it caused much more damage than a regular forest fire would have. In fact, fire is unpredictable. Rangers may want to burn one area but instead end up burning additional places because of the unpredictability of forest fires.

In addition, prescribed burning is not cheap. It costs a large amount of money to start and control a forest fire. There are numerous people and machines involved in this process, so salaries and equipment costs must be paid. Moreover, when fires start burning uncontrollably, it costs even more money to reign them back in. All things considered, prescribed burning has many disadvantages and should not be practiced.



Now listen to the lecture again. 09



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.


___________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 5 Education


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


These days, many schools and research institutions find themselves relying more and more upon educational videos and DVDs. While some purists, preferring to use books, are vehemently against this trend, the reliance upon visual materials is actually a positive thing.

First of all, educational materials are useless if the audience does not pay attention to them. The twenty-first century is a visual age. Students are much more used to watching videos and DVDs than to reading books. By relying upon visual aids, educators are more likely to capture the attention of students. Also, videos and DVDs are more easily able to explain difficult processes or ideas through the use of graphics or computer animation. This quality makes difficult topics much easier to understand, a definite merit that will help students further their education.

Also, videos and DVDs are much cheaper than books. Many visual aids sell for less than ten dollars while books may cost two or three times that amount. Since many students are on tight budgets, this economic benefit will help them considerably. Additionally, many schools only have to purchase one video or DVD as opposed to buying thirty or forty or more copies of the same book. By purchasing visual materials, schools can save considerable amounts of money, which they can use to buy other important materials.




purist (n) a traditionalist; a person opposed to change

vehemently (ad) passionately; very strongly

reliance (n) dependence

visual (a) related to sight

capture the attention of (phr) to cause someone to pay attention

process (n) a method; a way

merit (n) an advantage

on tight budgets (phr) without much money to spend

considerably (ad) significantly; greatly

purchase (v) to buy

as opposed to (phr) instead of




Educational Visual Aids - Effective Educational Tools


1. 21st
 century = a visual age



	students - used to (1)
 _____ → help to capture their attention

	videos & DVDs - explain concepts with (2)
 _____ → easier to understand




2. Are not expensive



	are much cheaper than books → good for students on (3)
 _____

	schools can (4)
 _____ → use money on other purchases






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram. 10
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inform (v) to tell

educate (v) to teach; to inform

limit (v) to restrict

impart (v) to provide; to convey

contain (v) to have; to include

design (v) to construct; to create

simplified (a) shortened; made easier

pricey (a) expensive

annoying (a) bothersome




Educational Visual Aids - Not as Good as People Believe


1. Provide limited information



	are incomplete because of (1)
 _____

	are designed for entertainment → cannot explain difficult topics & are (2)
 _____




2. Are not really cheaper



	
(3)
 _____ → expensive ($50-100)

	must purchase DVD player and TV → additional expenses of (4)
 _____






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 While some purists, preferring to use books, are vehemently against this trend, the reliance upon visual materials is actually a positive thing.

→ Paraphrase
 Despite the fact that_____, they are actually beneficial to use.

2 By relying upon visual aids, educators are more likely to capture the attention of students.

→ Paraphrase
 Teachers can_____if they _____.

3 Videos and DVDs are more easily able to explain difficult processes or ideas through the use of graphics or computer animation.

→ Paraphrase
 Since they use graphics and animation, visual aids can_____.

4 Many visual aids sell for less than ten dollars while books may cost two or three times that amount.

→ Paraphrase
 The price of books_____.

5 By purchasing visual materials, schools can save considerable amounts of money, which they can use to buy other important materials.

→ Paraphrase
 Because schools will_____ by purchasing visual aids, they can use the money to _____.


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


The use of (1)
 _____ like DVDs and videotapes is something positive even though some people oppose them. The first reason given is that most students are used to watching videos instead of reading books. Therefore, the teachers can (2)
 _____ more easily. Also, these visual aids can make difficult concepts (3)
 _____ by using graphics and animation. Second of all, the price of visual aids is much lower than that of books. This is good for students (4)
 _____ and for schools since the schools can buy just one DVD or tape and use the leftover money for (5)
 _____ .




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 I must inform you that books are still much better than watching visual aids.

→ Paraphrase
 It is preferable to_____.

2 The video is likely to be incomplete and not contain all the necessary information.

→ Paraphrase
 Visual materials_____.

3 Visual materials are often designed more for entertainment than education.

→ Paraphrase
 Entertaining, not educating, is_____.

4 Tapes and disks of movies are often rather cheap, but this isn't the case for educational materials.

→ Paraphrase
 Educational visual materials are_____.

5 Even if you own the DVD, you still have to purchase the DVD player and television set, which aren't cheap.

→ Paraphrase
 Without_____, you cannot watch a DVD.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


The professor feels that (1)
 _____ is a much preferable alternative to watching visual materials like DVDs and videotapes. First, she states that visual materials often provide (2)
 _____ because they have to be so short. Books, on the other hand, hold much more information. Also, visual materials tend to simplify things since they are more interested in (3)
 _____ instead of educating them. Also, the professor says that books are actually cheaper than DVDs and videotapes. The reason is that (4)
 _____can be much more expensive than movies. Also, a person with a DVD needs to purchase (5)
 _____ , which will cost more money to keep up.




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 By relying upon visual aids, educators are more likely to capture the attention of students.


Lecture
 Therefore, the video is likely to be incomplete and not contain all the necessary information.

→ Combine
 The author of the reading declares that_____; however, the professor counters by saying that_____.

2 Reading
 Also, videos and DVDs are more easily able to explain difficult processes or ideas through the use of graphics or computer animation.


Lecture
 In addition, visual materials are often designed more for entertainment than education.

→ Combine
 The reading mentions that_____, yet the professor believes_____.

3 Reading
 Many visual aids sell for less than ten dollars while books may cost two or three times that amount.


Lecture
 Educational visual aids are almost always very pricey, costing between fifty to one hundred dollars.

→ Combine
 In contrast to the reading, which states that_____, the professor claims that_____.

4 Reading
 By purchasing visual materials, schools can save considerable amounts of money, which they can use to buy other important materials.


Lecture
 Also, even if you own the DVD, you still have to purchase the DVD player and television set, which aren't cheap.

→ Combine
 While the reading passage mentions that_____, the professor states that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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Writing & Checking


Now read the passage again.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




These days, many schools and research institutions find themselves relying more and more upon educational videos and DVDs. While some purists, preferring to use books, are vehemently against this trend, the reliance upon visual materials is actually a positive thing.

First of all, educational materials are useless if the audience does not pay attention to them. The twenty-first century is a visual age. Students are much more used to watching videos and DVDs than to reading books. By relying upon visual aids, educators are more likely to capture the attention of students. Also, videos and DVDs are more easily able to explain difficult processes or ideas through the use of graphics or computer animation. This quality makes difficult topics much easier to understand, a definite merit that will help students further their education.

Also, videos and DVDs are much cheaper than books. Many visual aids sell for less than ten dollars while books may cost two or three times that amount. Since many students are on tight budgets, this economic benefit will help them considerably. Additionally, many schools only have to purchase one video or DVD as opposed to buying thirty or forty or more copies of the same book. By purchasing visual materials, schools can save considerable amounts of money, which they can use to buy other important materials.



Now listen to the lecture again. 11



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.


___________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


Chapter 2 Problem-Solution

unit 6 Business


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


In recent years, companies have begun noticing that a large percentage of their employees are not waiting until their sixties to retire. Instead, they are opting for early retirement and are leaving the workforce while they are still in their fifties. After conducting several studies, companies have recognized a couple of reasons for this sudden spate of early retirements by their employees.

To begin with, many employees who are in their fifties have been working for the same employer and doing the same jobs for many years or even decades. What happens is that they simply become burned out from doing the same tasks over and over again. Furthermore, they discover that their daily routines are no longer challenging but have instead become incredibly boring for them.

Second of all, many older people compare themselves with their company's younger employees. When this comparison happens, the results are typically not favorable. Older employees are simply unable to maintain the same pace as younger ones; therefore, the older individuals see themselves accomplishing less work than their younger colleagues. In addition, older workers begin to feel as if they are a burden on the company and are not contributing as much as they could. This self-accusing feeling then encourages them to depart their company and take early retirement.




notice (v) to see; to observe

retire (v) to stop working, usually because of one's age

opt for (phr) to choose; to select

workforce (n) personnel; manpower

spate (n) an increase; a wave

decade (n) ten years

burned out (phr) exhausted; worn out

favorable (a) positive

maintain (v) to keep

burden (n) a weight; an onus

contribute (v) help; assist




Early Retirement of Employees in Their Fifties


1. Have worked for the same company for many years



	become (1)
 _____ from doing their jobs

	discover their (2)
 _____ are boring




2. Compare themselves with younger employees



	
(3)
 _____ than younger ones

	feel like they are (4)
 _____






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram. 12
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underutilize (v) to use less than one should

elderly (a) old; aging

population (n) the number of people living in a certain area

be willing to (phr) to want to

accomplish (v) to achieve

worn out (phr) extremely tired or exhausted

a range of (phr) various; a variety of

task (n) a job

consult (v) to discuss with; to talk with

draw upon (phr) to use; to utilize




Ways to Ensure Elderly Employees' Usefulness


1. Give them part-time jobs



	would not have to come in every day → won't (1)
 _____

	will have fresh minds → won't (2)
 _____




2. Utilize their experience



	provide them with (3)
 _____

	consult them more often → makes them (4)
 _____ & can draw upon their experience






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 In recent years, companies have begun noticing that a large percentage of their employees are not waiting until their sixties to retire.

→ Paraphrase
 Nowadays, it has come to companies' attention that _____.

2 Many employees who are in their fifties have been working for the same employer and doing the same jobs for many years or even decades.

→ Paraphrase
 _____ have remained employed by their companies and made to do the same tasks for _____.

3 What happens is that older employees simply become burned out from doing the same tasks over and over again.

→ Paraphrase
 Doing the same jobs repeatedly makes older workers_____.

4 Many older people compare themselves with their company's younger employees.

→ Paraphrase
 Elderly employees are often_____.

5 Older employees are simply unable to maintain the same pace as younger ones; therefore, the older individuals see themselves accomplishing less work than their younger colleagues.

→ Paraphrase
 The elderly have trouble _____, which gives them the feeling that _____.


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


Companies have long wondered why many of their workers began (1)
 _____ as opposed to their sixties, and now they have a couple of reasons as to why. First, many elderly employees (2)
 _____ after doing the same jobs day after day for very long periods of time. They simply quit because they cannot handle the boredom of their work. Second, elderly workers recognize that they are (3)
 _____ by younger employees, which causes their opinions of their value to the company to decline. Realizing they are not (4)
 _____ as they could be and that they are (5)
 _____ their employers with their presence, they simply quit their jobs.




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 I'd like to continue talking about how society underutilizes its elderly population.

→ Paraphrase
 Let me carry on with some examples as to _____.

2 A large number of elderly people would be willing to work part-time.

→ Paraphrase
 Lots of older people would _____.

3 Letting the elderly work part-time would keep their minds fresh, which means that they wouldn't become bored with their work.

→ Paraphrase
 By only working part-time,_____.

4 I know all of you young people think that you know everything, but your experiences are nothing compared to those of a fifty- or sixty-year-old person.

→ Paraphrase
 Many people in their teens and twenties _____, but _____in comparison to those more than twice their age.

5 Being consulted by the company would not only make elderly workers feel wanted but would also draw upon their many years of experience working at the company.

→ Paraphrase
 The effects of being consulted would be_____and also_____ that have built up by their long years or employment.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


The professor believes that it is pointless for people in their fifties to retire and not work anymore, so she provides some suggestions to get people to (1)
 _____ . She thinks that instead of working full-time, elderly people should be allowed to (2)
 _____ . This measure would keep the employees (3)
 _____ to do their jobs. Also, companies should try to involve their elderly employees in more activities and ask them for (4)
 _____ on various things. This effort would give elderly workers the confidence they require and, at the same time, also help their companies by having them rely upon people with (5)
 _____ .




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 What happens is that older employees simply become burned out from doing the same tasks over and over again.


Lecture
 However, a large number would be willing to work part-time.

→ Combine
 The author of the reading passage claims that_____, so the professor suggests_____.

2 Reading
 Furthermore, older employees discover that their daily routines are no longer challenging but have instead become incredibly boring for them.


Lecture
 Also, letting the elderly work part-time would keep their minds fresh, which means that they wouldn't become bored with their work.

→ Combine
 The problem in the reading is that_____, so the professor suggests that_____.

3 Reading
 Older employees are simply unable to maintain the same pace as younger ones; therefore, the older individuals see themselves accomplishing less work than their younger colleagues.


Lecture
 For example, companies could give elderly employees a wider range of duties instead of making them repeat tasks over and over.

→ Combine
 In the reading, the author suggests that_____; however, the professor suggests_____.

4 Reading
 In addition, older workers begin to feel as if they are a burden on the company and are not contributing as much as they could.


Lecture
 And the companies could consult with their elderly employees more often.

→ Combine
 The author of the reading passage mentions that_____, so the lecturer mentions that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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Writing & Checking


Now read the passage again.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




In recent years, companies have begun noticing that a large percentage of their employees are not waiting until their sixties to retire. Instead, they are opting for early retirement and are leaving the workforce while they are still in their fifties. After conducting several studies, companies have recognized a couple of reasons for this sudden spate of early retirements by their employees.

To begin with, many employees who are in their fifties have been working for the same employer and doing the same jobs for many years or even decades. What happens is that they simply become burned out from doing the same tasks over and over again. Furthermore, they discover that their daily routines are no longer challenging but have instead become incredibly boring for them.

Second of all, many older people compare themselves with their company's younger employees. When this comparison happens, the results are typically not favorable. Older employees are simply unable to maintain the same pace as younger ones; therefore, the older individuals see themselves accomplishing less work than their younger colleagues. In addition, older workers begin to feel as if they are a burden on the company and are not contributing as much as they could. This self-accusing feeling then encourages them to depart their company and take early retirement.



Now listen to the lecture again. 13



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.


___________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 7 Education


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


Nowadays, many universities are raising their students' tuition. In some cases, the raises are quite substantial. While many students are not pleased with these increases, there are some legitimate reasons for the hikes.

First, universities are constantly striving to upgrade their educational quality. Since fewer people are attending college these days, schools must fight for all the students they can get. One ideal way to attract students is to ensure that the school provides them with an outstanding education. Also, by increasing the school's academic rank, the school will attract both more students and better ones. Since it costs money to enhance the quality of education, the school's budget must increase. Therefore, tuition must also go up.

Second, many universities are finding themselves short of cash these days. This is particularly true of state universities, which often depend upon the state for the majority of their budgets. Unfortunately, many states are cutting general funding to schools. Most particularly hard hit are the funds for the general management of the university. While not necessarily a glamorous job, it is crucial to the well-being of the school. Without sufficient general management funds, many schools would be facing serious problems, so they need to compensate for the lost funds in other ways. It is therefore obvious why schools are increasing tuition every year.




substantial (a) large; considerable

legitimate (a) reasonable; justifiable; valid

hike (n) an increase; a raise

constantly (ad) continuously

strive (v) to struggle; to attempt

ensure (v) to guarantee

outstanding (a) excellent; extremely good

enhance (v) to improve

glamorous (a) exciting; attractive

compensate for (phr) to make up for




University Tuition Increases


1. Need to improve school to attract students



	must provide (1)
 _____ → costs more money

	must increase (2)
 _____ → need higher budget




2. Are often short of cash



	
(3)
 _____ getting funding cut → must make up for lost cash

	
(4)
 _____ losing funds → schools facing serious problems






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram. 14
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offset (v) to counterbalance

augment (v) to increase; to improve

tie (n) a connection

corporation (n) a company; a business

benefit (v) to profit

state-of-the-art (a) modern; high-tech

faculty (n) the members of a teaching staff

the inside track (phr) an advantage

recruit (v) to employ; to hire

contribute to (phr) to assist; to help

a win-win situation (phr) an occasion where both parties do well




Universities Don't Need Money to Raise Quality


1. Other ways to improve school



	professors - lecture better and develop (1)
 _____

	students – (2)
 _____ in and out of class




2. Ties with corporations



	schools get (3)
 _____ → useful to students and faculty

	companies can (4)
 _____ from school body






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 While many students are not pleased with tuition increases, there are some legitimate reasons for these hikes.

→ Paraphrase
 _____ even though schools have some good reasons for _____ .

2 Since fewer people are attending college these days, schools must fight for all the students they can get.

→ Paraphrase
 _____ since not as many students are going to school as there used to be.

3 By increasing the school's academic rank, the school will attract both more students and better ones.

→ Paraphrase
 Good students will be more interested in _____ .

4 Unfortunately, many states are cutting general funding to schools, meaning that the schools must compensate for these lost funds in other ways.

→ Paraphrase
 Because _____,the schools need to _____.

5 While not necessarily a glamorous job, the general management of the university is crucial to the well-being of the school.

→ Paraphrase
 The department that _____ ,but, without it, the school would _____ .


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


Even though students at universities are not pleased about (1)
 _____ , the schools have some good reasons for doing so. First, they have to improve themselves academically to (2)
 _____ , especially since fewer students are going to college nowadays. This requires money. So does raising the school's (3)
 _____ , which will in turn attract better students to the school. Also, a lot of schools receive funding from (4)
 _____ . However, they are receiving less funding nowadays. Also, (5)
 _____ at these schools need enough money to run properly, or else the school will suffer. The schools therefore need to raise tuition to get more money.




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 Running a college is getting to be too expensive, but there are a few ways to offset this without raising students' fees.

→ Paraphrase
 Even though maintaining a school _____, schools can still manage _____.

2 Professors and students should be looking at ourselves to improve our school.

→ Paraphrase
 The members of the school body, including _____, should be able to _____.

3 Students performing better would help increase our school's ranking without us spending much money or raising tuition.

→ Paraphrase
 An inexpensive way to _____.

4 The universities will get free state-of-the-art facilities, which both students and faculty will be able to use.

→ Paraphrase
 The schools will be able to _____ which can be accessed by _____.

5 And the corporations will know the students got an excellent education because they helped contribute to it.

→ Paraphrase
 Since the companies _____, they will _____.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


It actually is possible for universities to increase (1)
 _____ that they offer without having to raise students' tuition. First, both the (2)
 _____ can improve themselves. The faculty can teach and prepare for classes better, and the students can improve their performance as well. These actions should increase the school's (3)
 _____ without a need for a tuition hike. Also, schools should strike agreements with corporations. The corporations can provide the schools with (4)
 _____ . The schools in turn will produce well-educated students that the companies will then be able to (5)
 _____ . This will also help schools avoid raising the cost of tuition.




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 One ideal way to attract students is to ensure that the school provides them with an outstanding education.


Lecture
 Professors could augment the quality of their lectures as well as develop better curriculums.

→ Combine
 The reading passage mentions that _____, so the professor responds by claiming that _____.

2 Reading
 Also, by increasing the school's academic rank, the school will attract both more students and better ones.


Lecture
 And you, the students, could perform better both at school and after graduation.

→ Combine
 The writer claims that_____, which leads the professor to declare that_____.

3 Reading
 Unfortunately, many states are cutting general funding to schools, meaning that the schools must compensate for these lost funds in other ways.


Lecture
 We should seek close ties with corporations.

→ Combine
 In response to the reading passage author's claim that_____, the professor responds by saying that_____.

4 Reading
 Most particularly hard hit are the funds for the general management of the university.


Lecture
 First, we'll get free state-of-the-art facilities, which both students and faculty will be able to use.

→ Combine
 The writer claims that_____, so the lecturer states that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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1 The lecturer states that


Writing & Checking


Now read the passage again.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




Nowadays, many universities are raising their students' tuition. In some cases, the raises are quite substantial. While many students are not pleased with these increases, there are some legitimate reasons for the hikes.

First, universities are constantly striving to upgrade their educational quality. Since fewer people are attending college these days, schools must fight for all the students they can get. One ideal way to attract students is to ensure that the school provides them with an outstanding education. Also, by increasing the school's academic rank, the school will attract both more students and better ones. Since it costs money to enhance the quality of education, the school's budget must increase. Therefore, tuition must also go up.

Second, many universities are finding themselves short of cash these days. This is particularly true of state universities, which often depend upon the state for the majority of their budgets. Unfortunately, many states are cutting general funding to schools. Most particularly hard hit are the funds for the general management of the university. While not necessarily a glamorous job, it is crucial to the well-being of the school. Without sufficient general management funds, many schools would be facing serious problems, so they need to compensate for the lost funds in other ways. It is therefore obvious why schools are increasing tuition every year.



Now listen to the lecture again. 15



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.


___________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 8 Environment


Note Taking & Outlining



A
 Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


Invasive species cause most of the worst problems in local ecosystems. The presence of a new species, particularly one at the top of the food chain, can destroy an ecosystem and cause numerous species to become extinct. One species that is causing numerous problems in America's waterways is the aquatic zebra mussel.

Native to Russia, the zebra mussel has recently invaded the Great Lakes and many other American lakes and rivers. The mussels attach themselves to the bottoms of boats, a convenient method that lets them travel easily. They also often attach themselves to water pipes. This action results in clogged pipes, some of which are used to bring drinking water to cities. The blocked pipes cost the cities huge amounts of money to unblock. Also, zebra mussels reproduce so rapidly that they often smother the spawning grounds of various fish and other mussels, thereby prohibiting their growth.

Additionally, zebra mussels in North America have very few natural enemies, meaning that it is difficult to eliminate them once they are established in a river or lake. Likewise, scientists have yet to discover an environmentally-safe way to kill the zebra mussels. These two facts help contribute to the extremely rapid expansion of the zebra mussel. Should this expansion not be stopped, zebra mussels will soon be causing problems in virtually all of the country's waterways.




invasive (a) aggressive; hostile

extinct (a) nonexistent; vanished

aquatic (a) of or relating to water

clog (v) to block

unblock (v) to clear out

smother (v) to suffocate; to cover entirely

spawning ground (phr) a place where a species reproduces

prohibit (v) to ban; to stop

eliminate (v) to remove; to get rid of

virtually (ad) almost; nearly




Invasive Zebra Mussels


1. Have left Russia and invaded waterways in United States



	
(1)
 _____ → costs lots of money to unblock

	
(2)
 _____ → smother spawning grounds of other species




2. Are difficult to remove



	have few (3)
 _____

	no (4)
 _____ to kill them ]→ expand rapidly






B
 Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.16



[image: ]





estimate (v) to guess

mitigate (v) to ease; to lessen

procedure (n) a method; a way

implement (v) to utilize; to put into use

hitchhike (v) to ride along for free

sterilize (v) to purify; to disinfect; to sanitize

decontaminate (v) to clean; to purify

predator (n) a hunter

make an impact on (phr) to have an effect on

make a dent in (phr) to reduce




How to Get Rid of Zebra Mussels


1. Decontaminate ships better



	
(1)
 _____ with seawater → kills mussels

	check the entire ship b/c mussels can (2)
 _____




2. Use predators to kill zebra mussels



	some (3)
 _____ eat them → will get rid of mussels

	researchers need to increase predators' numbers → will start to (4)
 _____






C
 Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.
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Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the reading. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 The presence of a new species, particularly one at the top of the food chain, can destroy an ecosystem and cause numerous species to become extinct.

→ Paraphrase
 When a top predator appears in a new environment,_____.

2 Native to Russia, the zebra mussel has recently invaded the Great Lakes and many other American lakes and rivers.

→ Paraphrase
 While it comes from Russia, the zebra mussel_____.

3 Zebra mussels reproduce so rapidly that they often smother the spawning grounds of various fish and other mussels, thereby prohibiting their growth.

→ Paraphrase
 Since zebra mussels _____, they can_____, which keeps these species from growing larger in number.

4 Zebra mussels in North America have very few natural enemies, meaning that it is difficult to eliminate them once they are established in a river or lake.

→ Paraphrase
 In North America, the zebra mussel _____, which makes it difficult to _____.

5 Should this expansion not be stopped, zebra mussels will soon be causing problems in virtually all of the country's waterways.

→ Paraphrase
 If zebra mussels continue to expand their territories,_____.


A-2
 Complete the following summary.


When an invasive species moves into a new environment, it often causes problems for some native species, even causing them to (1)
 _____ . This is the case for the zebra mussel. Coming from Russia, the mussel rode on boats to get to America. There, it (2)
 _____ , which are expensive to unblock. Also, it reproduces so rapidly that it covers up (3)
 _____ of other species, making these species reproduce more slowly. It is difficult to remove the mussels because they have few (4)
 _____ in North America. In addition, there is no (5)
 _____ to kill them. If the mussels are not killed, they will soon expand to all of America's waterways.




B-1
 The following pairs of sentences are based on the lecture. Complete each paraphrase by filling in the blanks with appropriate words or phrases.

1 While the zebra mussel is causing problems, there are a couple of methods that could help mitigate the damage it's causing.

→ Paraphrase
 There are some ways to_____.

2 Before a boat enters a lake or river system, the ship's ballast should be sterilized with seawater, which kills the mussels.

→ Paraphrase
 The crew needs to_____.

3 Zebra mussels can survive out of water for several days, so the anchor chains and other parts out of water need to be decontaminated as well.

→ Paraphrase
 Zebra mussels do not always live in the water, so crews need to_____.

4 There are some species of birds and fish that eat zebra mussels.

→ Paraphrase
 _____.

5 Researchers must discover a way quickly to increase the numbers of these species in the hope that they will start to make a dent in the number of mussels.

→ Paraphrase
 If scientists can_____, these animals will be able to _____.


B-2
 Complete the following summary.


While the zebra mussel has caused extremely expensive amounts of damage to (1)
 _____ , there are some ways to control their numbers. First, crew members on ships can do a couple of things. They can fill the ship's ballast (2)
 _____ since that will kill them. Also, they should check the entire ship for mussels because they can (3)
 _____ for a few days. In addition, there are (4)
 _____ that will prey upon the zebra mussels. These should be introduced to the waterways. Finally, since there are not enough of these predators, people need to make sure they (5)
 _____ . These solutions can then reduce the number of zebra mussels.




Synthesizing & Organizing



A
 The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1 Reading
 The mussels attach themselves to the bottoms of boats, a convenient method that lets them travel easily.


Lecture
 Before a boat enters a lake or river system, the ship's ballast should be sterilized with seawater, which kills the mussels.

→ Combine
 The reading passage author writes that_____, so the professor responds by arguing that_____.

2 Reading
 Also, zebra mussels reproduce so rapidly that they often smother the spawning grounds of various fish and other mussels, thereby prohibiting their growth.


Lecture
 Zebra mussels can survive out of water for several days, so the anchor chains and other parts out of water need to be decontaminated as well.

→ Combine
 According to the professor,_____, so that the mussels will_____, just like the reading passage described.

3 Reading
 Additionally, zebra mussels in North America have very few natural enemies, meaning that it is difficult to eliminate them once they are established in a river or lake.


Lecture
 The natural predators of the zebra mussel should be introduced to the waterways.

→ Combine
 As a response to the reading passage claim that_____, the professor mentions that_____.

4 Reading
 Likewise, scientists have yet to discover an environmentally-safe way to kill the zebra mussels.


Lecture
 Researchers must discover a way quickly to increase the numbers of these natural predators in the hope that they will start to make a dent in the number of mussels.

→ Combine
 Because_____, the professor declares that_____.


B
 Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.
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Writing & Checking


Now read the passage again.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




Invasive species cause most of the worst problems in local ecosystems. The presence of a new species, particularly one at the top of the food chain, can destroy an ecosystem and cause numerous species to become extinct. One species that is causing numerous problems in America's waterways is the aquatic zebra mussel.

Native to Russia, the zebra mussel has recently invaded the Great Lakes and many other American lakes and rivers. The mussels attach themselves to the bottoms of boats, a convenient method that lets them travel easily. They also often attach themselves to water pipes. This action results in clogged pipes, some of which are used to bring drinking water to cities. The blocked pipes cost the cities huge amounts of money to unblock. Also, zebra mussels reproduce so rapidly that they often smother the spawning grounds of various fish and other mussels, thereby prohibiting their growth.

Additionally, zebra mussels in North America have very few natural enemies, meaning that it is difficult to eliminate them once they are established in a river or lake. Likewise, scientists have yet to discover an environmentally-safe way to kill the zebra mussels. These two facts help contribute to the extremely rapid expansion of the zebra mussel. Should this expansion not be stopped, zebra mussels will soon be causing problems in virtually all of the country's waterways.



Now listen to the lecture again. 17



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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A
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.


___________________________________________________




B
 Check your response.

1 Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately? Yes No

2 Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading? Yes No

3 Is the response well organized? Yes No

4 Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

5 Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

6 Are all the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


PART 2 Independent Writing

Overview

■ Introduction

The second part of the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT is the Independent Writing Task. In this task, you will be asked a question and then allowed 30 minutes to write an essay in response to the question. A typical essay will be about 300 words, though there is no maximum limit on the length of the essay.


Agree / Disagree


This is the predominant question type that has almost always occurred in the Independent Writing on the real TOEFL®
 iBT thus far. This question asks you to determine whether you agree or disagree with an issue and to support your position with appropriate reasons and examples.


Preference


This is a type of question that has occurred on the real TOEFL®
 iBT only a few times until now. This question mentions a topic and then asks you to state which of the two options you prefer and to support your choice with appropriate reasons and examples.

■ Question Types


1. Agree / Disagree


	Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?




[A sentence or sentences that present an issue]


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

cf. This question type accounts for almost all the essay topics that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.

2. Preference


	Some people say X. Others believe Y. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

	Some people do X. Others do Y. Which… do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.





■ Useful Tips


1. Agree / Disagree

You should clearly state whether you agree or disagree with the given statement. Next, you should determine at least two main points which support your position. Then, you should provide specific reasons why the main points are valid as well as examples which support the main points.

2. Preference

You should clearly express which of the two options you feel more strongly about. Then, you should decide on at least two major points which support your choice. You should also provide reasons which support your main points. Finally, you should include specific examples which will bolster your main arguments.



■ Key Strategies


1. Understanding the Question

_ Read the question carefully, and make sure you understand exactly what it is asking.

_ Refer back to the question during your pre-writing and writing.

2. Brainstorming & Outlining

_ Brainstorm ideas on scratch paper before you begin writing.

_ Organize your main points in outline form.

_ Develop your outline into full sentences and paragraphs.

3. Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences

_ Make sure your thesis is clearly stated in your introductory paragraph.

_ Make sure your topic sentences support your thesis statement.

4. Writing the Details

_ Make sure your ideas are only about the original topic. Do not include details that are not relevant to the topic simply to make the essay longer.

_ Use the details to unify the essay and to give it coherence.

5. Completing & Checking Your Essay

_ Finish your writing with at least 5 minutes remaining in the task.

_ Reread your essay, and make any necessary revisions.



Sample iBT Question



Directions
 Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.




Question
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


People learn more from their peers than those older than them.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 2 of 2





[Opening sentence]
 There is no question that our peers are a major influence on our lives. [Thesis statement]
 However, when it comes to learning valuable lessons about life, we learn much more from older people than our peers.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Unlike our peers, older people have a better understanding of life because they have already been through it, and we can benefit more from their seasoned knowledge. [General statement 1]
 Older people, not our peers, are in the enviable position of seeing the past with greater clarity, which can teach us important lessons. [Example 1]
 For example, I have learned more about the importance of a good education from my uncle than from my friends at school. Many of my friends rarely study and just use their time to have fun. However, my uncle has taught me that if I focus on studying instead of playing all the time, my life will be more fulfilling later on. [Closing sentence]
 Without his advice, I would not have such a mature perspective for someone my age.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, older people can steer us in the right direction and away from mistakes they have already made. [General statement 2]
 If we simply follow our peers, we will often experience similar pitfalls; however, we can avoid them if we listen and learn from our elders. [Example 2]
 For instance, when my brother tried out for the football team last year and did not make it, many of his peers told him to give up on the sport forever. But my father helped him realize that giving up on something was not the answer. So my brother practiced harder instead of abandoning the sport. This year, not only did he make the team, but he was also the captain. [Closing sentence]
 Ultimately, older people can help us make the right decisions when we face failure or adversary.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, people learn more from older people than their peers because they have more life experience, and they can give excellent, more mature advice. [Final comment]
 In this way, older people can be the biggest, most positive influence in our lives.




Chapter 3 Agree / Disagree

unit 9 Living & Thinking


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Nowadays, people put too much emphasis on personal appearance and fashion.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



1 What is “too much emphasis on personal appearance and fashion”?

Being concerned with how one looks more than anything else

2 What are the advantages of putting a lot of emphasis on personal appearance and fashion?

Can help with career get good job

Can increase self-esteem gain confidence

3 What examples can you give about the advantages of putting emphasis on personal appearance and fashion?

Brother got competitive job because of his attention to his appearance

Brother was overweight and began to work out became happier and more confident

4 What are the disadvantages of putting too much emphasis on personal appearance?

____________________

5 What examples can you give about placing too much emphasis on appearance?

____________________


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Disagree)



1. A good appearance is valuable.


- helps people get good jobs

- e.g. boss told older brother he landed job because he took special care in how he looked


2. Increases self-esteem


– people feel better about themselves when they look good

– e.g. brother once overweight now happier and more confident from daily exercise




B
 Your Outline (Agree)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Position (Disagree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 It is crucial for people to pay close attention to their appearance.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 Having a good appearance can be valuable to an individual when he is looking for a job.


Topic sentence 2
 If a person emphasizes his appearance, he can improve his self-esteem.


Conclusion



Summary
 It is good that people pay more attention to their appearance because it will help them secure better jobs and improve how they feel about themselves.




B
 Your Position (Agree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Disagree)



[Opening sentence]
 Our modern society is highly competitive, so people need to use every opportunity to get ahead in life. [Thesis statement]
 For this reason, it is crucial for people to pay close attention to their appearance. This includes both the way they look and the clothes they wear.


[Topic sentence 1]
 To begin with, having a good appearance can be valuable to an individual when he is looking for a job. [General statement 1]
 Many times, the way that a person looks and dresses can help him get hired. After all, an interviewer's first impression is often based upon how a person looks. So, if an individual ignores his appearance and fashion, he might not be successful during the interview process. [Example 1]
 My older brother had an experience just like this. A few months after he got his current job, his boss told my brother that he had been competing against a woman for the job. However, because my brother looked more professional, his boss decided to hire him, so my brother got the job. [Closing sentence 1]
 Taking special care of one's appearance can certainly help one's career. It certainly did for my brother.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Next, if a person emphasizes his appearance, he can improve his self-esteem. [General statement 2]
 Many people suffer from low esteem and a lack of self-confidence. However, people who have good bodies and wear fashionable clothes often feel better about themselves. Their appearance actually gives them more confidence. [Example 2]
 Again, my older brother is an excellent example. He was always overweight and very shy in middle school. He also had few friends and was not very popular. However, he started paying more attention to his appearance and began exercising in high school. As he started to slim up, he came out of his shell and almost immediately became a more confident, outgoing person. This change made him more popular at school too, so he started feeling better about himself. [Closing sentence 2]
 It seems clear to me that people are happier when they take care of their appearance and are confident in how they look.


[Summary]
 Ultimately, it is good that people pay more attention to their appearance because it will help them secure better jobs and improve how they feel about themselves. [Final comment]
 Taking special care of one's appearance and fashion is definitely a rewarding investment.




B
 Your Essay (Agree)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement]__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________[Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


People should spend money on things that last a long time, such as expensive pieces of jewelry, than spend money on short-term pleasures like vacations.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 10 Culture & Leisure


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is better to take a trip by oneself than to take a group tour with guidance.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



1 What is “to take a trip by oneself”?

To travel independently without the aid of a travel agent or tour guide

2 What are the advantages of taking a trip by oneself?

____________________

3 What examples can you give about the advantages of taking a trip by oneself?

____________________

4 What are the advantages of taking a group tour with guidance?

Everything planned no stress; just enjoy the trip

Meet other travelers form long-lasting friendships

5 What examples can you give about taking a group tour with guidance?

Family package tour to China no worries about hotels, transportation, or sightseeing

Parents' honeymoon to Russia met another couple & have been best friends ever since


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Disagree)



1. Group tours plan everything for you.


- no stress or anxiety → just enjoy traveling

- e.g. family package tour to China → easy b/c hotels, transportation, & lodging taken care of


2. Meet other travelers


- form long-lasting friendships

- e.g. my parents' honeymoon to Russia on a group tour → made good friends on trip




B
 Your Outline (Agree)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Position (Disagree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 Taking a group tour is the best option for people considering a vacation.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 Group tours plan travelers' entire itineraries.


Topic sentence 2
 Group tours allow people to interact with one another while traveling.


Conclusion



Summary
 In conclusion, there is nothing better than a group tour when traveling. Group tours schedule everything on the trip, and they give individuals the opportunity to meet other individuals and form lasting friendships.




B
 Your Position (Agree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Disagree)



[Opening sentence]
 Many people are content to take trips by themselves and not use group or package tours. Unfortunately, they do not always have the best vacations. Instead, people should consider group tours. [Thesis statement]
 Taking a group tour is the best option for people considering a vacation.


[Topic sentence 1]
 First, group tours plan travelers' entire itineraries. [General statement 1]
 Because their trip has already been arranged, people do not have to worry about where they are going or how they are getting there. They can simply relax, enjoy their trip, and not get stressed out about anything. [Example 1]
 For example, my family once took a package tour to China. The travel agency arranged everything. It took care of the hotel reservations, transportation, and sightseeing. My family did not have to worry about anything. We just looked at the schedule the travel agency had provided and followed it. Thanks to the travel agency, we could just relax and enjoy our entire trip. This made things easier on my father since he did not have to worry every single minute about where we would go next. All in all, we had a great trip. [Closing sentence 1]
 Group tours take the anxiety of daily planning out of traveling and let travelers enjoy their vacations without any stress.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Another benefit of group tours is that they allow people to interact with one another while traveling. [General statement 2]
 Travelers are able to form tight friendships with people whom they otherwise would never have met because they are traveling together for a number of days. [Example 2]
 For instance, for their honeymoon, my parents went to Russia on a group tour. They met another couple on that trip, and everyone had a great time together. Even after many years, they remain very close friends and travel together from time to time. If my parents had traveled by themselves, they never would have met this couple, and they would have lost out on a good friendship. [Closing sentence 2]
 Group tours allow people to meet others on the same trip and help them form strong friendships, unlike traveling independently.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, there is nothing better than a group tour when traveling. Group tours schedule everything on the trip, and they give individuals the opportunity to meet other individuals and form lasting friendships. [Final comment]
 Group tours are the best way to travel when taking a trip.




B
 Your Essay (Agree)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Movies and television have more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behavior.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 11 School & Education I


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is better to take the most difficult and challenging classes in university or at college even if it means that you probably will not get top grades (marks) in them.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



1 What are “difficult and challenging classes” at a university or college?

Classes the student might not be familiar with and that involve a lot of work

2 What are the advantages of taking more difficult classes?

More demanding professors learn more & develop better study skills

Set high goals increase confidence and experience

3 What examples can you give about taking difficult and challenging classes?

Difficult math class learned more than ever before

French class gained confidence

4 What are the advantages of taking easier classes and getting higher scores?

____________________

5 What examples can you give about taking a relatively easy class?

____________________


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Agree)



1. Learn more and develop better study skills


- more demanding professors

- e.g. took tough math class → learned more than before


2. Benefit from setting higher goals


- increase confidence & experience

- e.g. French class gave me confidence → more important than high grade




B
 Your Outline (Disagree)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Position (Agree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 Taking challenging and difficult classes is the best way for me to realize my full potential even if my grades are not top-notch.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 I can learn more and develop better study skills if I take difficult and challenging classes.


Topic sentence 2
 By setting higher goals for myself, I can achieve more as a student and individual than I would if I set low goals or none at all.


Conclusion



Summary
 Grades are not everything. It is better to take challenging classes because, as students, we will learn more and increase our confidence and experience.




B
 Your Position (Disagree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Agree)



[Opening sentence]
 Once many students enter college, they take the easiest classes available to maintain high GPAs. [Thesis statement]
 However, I believe that taking challenging and difficult classes is the best way for me to realize my full potential even if my grades are not top-notch.


[Topic sentence 1]
 First of all, I can learn more and develop better study skills if I take difficult and challenging classes. [General statement 1]
 In those classes, the professors will be much more demanding and expect the best from their students. [Example 1]
 For example, I once took a math class with a teacher who was infamous for being really tough. She definitely lived up to her reputation. I had loads of homework every night, and the class was a struggle at times. However, I got used to the heavy course load, and, while tough, the teacher was fair, and I learned more in that math class than in any other one I had ever taken. [Closing sentence 1]
 Taking challenging courses is definitely a good way to learn more.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Moreover, by setting higher goals for myself, I can achieve more as a student and individual than I would if I set low goals or none at all. [General statement 2]
 Completing tough courses regardless of my final grades will increase my confidence and experience. [Example 2]
 Last year, I enrolled in a French language course for the first time. I was nervous at first, and the course was demanding. But, in time, I developed a lot of confidence in this class. This year, I am continuing with French, and it is becoming much easier for me because of my experience. To me, it is the experience and confidence that counts, not getting a perfect grade. [Closing sentence 2]
 Taking harder courses at university will clearly outweigh the easy ones.


[Summary]
 Grades are not everything. It is better to take challenging classes because, as students, we will learn more and increase our confidence and experience. This will be more beneficial in the future than high grades from easy courses. [Final comment]
 Easy classes might produce top grades, but challenging ones prepare a student for life.




B
 Your Essay (Disagree)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement]__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________[Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is better to have a year-long break before attending university.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 12 School & Education II


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


A teacher's ability to relate well with his or her students is more important than the ability to give them knowledge.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



1 What is an “ability to relate well” with students?

An ability to understand and have friendly relationships with students

2 What are the advantages of a teacher's ability to relate well with his or her students?

Can get students' attention in class

Can command students' respect

3 What examples can you give about a teacher's ability to relate well with students?

Use PowerPoint presentations to get students' attention

Some teachers I respect listen to my personal problems

4 What are the advantages of teachers giving students knowledge rather than relating well to them?

____________________

5 What examples can you give about the importance of a teacher's ability to give students knowledge?

____________________


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Agree)



1. Must be able to get their students' attention


- students are interested in technology

- e.g. better to use PowerPoint instead of merely lecturing


2. Need to be able to command students' respect


- should be strict but also know when to ease up on students

- e.g. several respectful teachers → understand my personal problems and give some advice




B
 Your Outline (Disagree)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Position (Agree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 A teacher unable to relate to his or her students will never be able to get their attention and command their respect, which are two very important aspects of teaching.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 Teachers have to know not only how to get their students' attention but also how to keep a hold of it in order to teach them.


Topic sentence 2
 Teachers must be able to command the respect of their students in order to relate well to them.


Conclusion



Summary
 In my experience, my best teachers have been the ones who have been able to relate well to their students. By doing so, they could get their students' attention and command their respect.




B
 Your Position (Disagree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Agree)



[Opening sentence]
 Some people think a teacher's ability to give the students knowledge is one of the most important qualities of a teacher. [Thesis statement]
 In this day and age, however, a teacher unable to relate to his or her students will never be able to get their attention and command their respect, which are two very important aspects of teaching.


[Topic sentence 1]
 These days, teachers have to know not only how to get their students' attention but also how to keep a hold of it in order to teach them. [General statement 1]
 The world has changed very much in the past decade, and students these days are not interested in the same things they were into ten or twenty years ago. [Example 1]
 For example, we live in an age dominated by electronics, particularly computers. Most students my age know how to use all of the latest gadgets. Unfortunately, many teachers are technologically inept, so they have difficulty relating to students that way. Most of them never incorporate technology into their classes. Instead, they just lecture, which makes their classes boring. Some of them, however, use computers for things like PowerPoint presentations, which really helps to get most students' attention. [Closing sentence 1]
 Teachers that can relate to their students in areas like technology are definitely more able to keep their students' attention.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Teachers must also be able to command the respect of their students in order to relate well to them. [General statement 2]
 They must be strict in their classes yet should also know when their students, for whatever reason, are unable to study their best. [Example 2]
 For example, I have had several teachers who have been very strict and made their classes difficult. However, I always respected those teachers. The reason is that they knew when they were pushing the students too hard. When we were tired from having too many tests, they would not give us homework, or they would teach a fun lesson for us. Also, in the case of some teachers, I knew I could talk to them about any personal problems I had. I felt that these teachers would understand my problems and would therefore be able to give me some advice. [Closing sentence 2]
 Since these teachers could relate to their students so well, the students respected them more than they did other teachers.


[Summary]
 In my experience, my best teachers have been the ones who have been able to relate well to their students. By doing so, they could get their students' attention in class and command their respect. [Final comment]
 Teachers that cannot relate well to their students tend to have more difficulties with their students in class.




B
 Your Essay (Disagree)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement]__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________[Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Parents make the best teachers.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 13 Environment & Science


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is more important to use land for human needs such as farming, housing, and industry than to save it for endangered animals.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



1 What are “endangered animals”?

Animals whose populations are so small that they are in danger of becoming extinct

2 What are the advantages of using land for human needs?

Distribution of human populations live more comfortably

Do not interfere with the extinction of animals contribute to nature taking its course

3 What examples can you give about the importance of using land for human needs?

Overcrowded cities, such as Tokyo, Seoul, & New York distribution of populations

Endangered animal preserves interference in nature

4 What are the advantages of saving land for endangered animals?

____________________

5 What examples can you give about the importance of saving land for endangered animals?

____________________


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Agree)


1. The population of the planet is growing every year.

- overcrowded cities people need new land to move to

- e.g. Tokyo, Seoul, & New York

2. It is natural for some animals to go extinct.

- should not interfere with nature

- e.g. endangered animal preserves interference in nature




B
 Your Outline (Disagree)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Position (Agree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 While it would be nice to set aside land for endangered animals, it is much more important to use all available land for humans.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 Humans need to use all of the land they can gain access to.


Topic sentence 2
 Animals have gone extinct on Earth during every period in which life has existed on the planet.


Conclusion



Summary
 While it is unfortunate that some endangered animals become extinct, people should be more concerned about taking care of humans and making sure that humans themselves survive.




B
 Your Position (Disagree)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Agree)



[Opening sentence]
 The population of Earth continues to increase every year, so people require more and more land upon which to farm, build houses, and operate factories. [Thesis statement]
 While it would be nice to set aside land for endangered animals, it is much more important to use all available land for humans.


[Topic sentence 1]
 To begin with, humans need to use all of the land they can gain access to. [General statement 1]
 As the planet's population continues to grow, people need to move onto land that was previously occupied only by animals. [Example 1]
 In many countries, there are large numbers of cities with over a million people. In fact, some cities, like Tokyo, Seoul, and New York, have populations of over ten million. These cities are overcrowded, so many people need to move out of them and onto new lands. While they may be moving to lands that are inhabited by endangered animals, the welfare of humans is much more important than that of a few endangered animals. [Closing sentence 1]
 People have to take care of Earth's expanding population, and the best way to enable people to live more comfortably is to move onto lands inhabited by animals.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, animals have gone extinct on Earth during every period in which life has existed on the planet. [General statement 2]
 It is a fact of life that some species die out while others flourish. People should not interfere with the extinction of animals but should instead allow nature to take its course. [Example 2]
 As a matter of fact, when some countries establish biological preserves for endangered animals to live on, they are interfering with nature. Man is the dominant species on this planet, so it is inevitable that some animals will go extinct because of man. [Closing sentence 2]
 Keeping endangered animals alive on these preserves is merely refusing to allow nature to let some animals live while killing off others.


[Summary]
 While it is unfortunate that some endangered animals become extinct, people should be more concerned about taking care of humans and making sure that humans themselves survive. [Final comment]
 It is much more important to worry about human civilization than to worry about endangered animals.




B
 Your Essay (Disagree)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement]__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________[Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Renewable sources of energy (sun, water, wind) will soon replace fossil fuels (coal, gas, oil).


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


Chapter 4 Preference

unit 14 Family & Society


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Some people think that the family is the most important influence on young adults. Other people think that friends are the most important influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.



1 What are “young adults”?

Individuals in their late teens to early twenties

2 How is the family the most important influence on young adults?

Parents' contribution to education emotional & financial support

Offer good advice more mature and more experienced than friends

3 What examples can you give about family influence?

Cousin's going to college family completely financed so could focus on classes

Brother won money in science contest Mom and Dad said to save for college

4 How are friends the most important influence on young adults?

____________________

5 What examples can you give about friends' influences?

____________________


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Family Friends)



1. Parents contribute to education.


- university not possible without parents' financial support

– e.g. cousin: financial support from her parents → first to graduate in her family


2. Family gives sound advice.


– family members usually more mature & more experienced.

– e.g. brother's science contest money → in the bank for college




B
 Your Outline (Family ＜ Friends)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Opinion (Family ＞ Friends)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 I believe that families have the most important influences on young adults.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 Parents are the only ones who are able to contribute to a young person's educational goals.


Topic sentence 2
 Families give sound advice during young adults' good and bad times.


Conclusion



Summary
 In conclusion, there is no question that young adults are positively influenced the most by their families because their families support their future education after high school and often provide better advice than their more youthful friends can.




B
 Your Opinion (Family Friends)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Family Friends)



[Opening sentence]
 Young adults are very impressionable and are easily influenced in numerous ways, such as by their friends. [Thesis statement]
 Nevertheless, I believe that families have the most important influences on young adults because they contribute to young people's educational goals and give sound advice during good times and bad.


[Topic sentence 1]
 First of all, parents are the only ones who are able to contribute to a young person's educational goals. [General statement 1]
 Most young adults would not be able to attend university without their parents' financial support. [Example 1]
 For instance, my cousin was accepted to a high-ranking university, so his parents took out some personal loans, which allowed him to attend the school. Also, due to their support, he did not have to work, so he could focus exclusively on his studies. Ultimately, he became the first person in his family ever to graduate from university. [Closing sentence 1]
 Parents can therefore enable their children, who are young adults, to go to college.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Additionally, families give sound advice during young adults' good and bad times. [General statement 2]
 The reason is that many times parents and other older family members have been through a certain situation and are able to offer expert counsel, unlike the young person's friends, who are not as mature. [Example 2]
 For example, my older brother received a large sum of money from a science contest he entered and won in high school. Most of his friends told him to go out and buy a new cell phone and clothes. However, my mom and dad said that it might be better to save the money for college and put it in the bank. My dad pointed out that it will come in handy for him one day. My brother realized they were right. [Closing sentence 2]
 Nothing can replace the positive influence of the family on a young adult's life.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, there is no question that young adults are positively influenced the most by their families because their families support their future education after high school and often provide better advice than their more youthful friends can. [Final comment]
 Without their families, young adults would have much more difficult times navigating their ways through their lives.




B
 Your Essay (Family Friends)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement]__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________[Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend time with a large number of friends. Which of these two ways of spending time do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 15 Environment & Technology


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Some people say that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others believe that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.



1 What is “human activity”?

Actions by companies, governments, or individuals

2 How is the Earth being harmed by human activity?

____________________

3 What examples can you give about human activity harming the Earth?

____________________

4 How is human activity making the Earth a better place to live?

Doctors donating time poor people receive medical care & improve quality of lives

Some people do not use their cars as much reduce greenhouse gases

5 What examples can you give about human activity benefiting the Earth?

Documentary on Doctors without Borders help people in third-world countries

People taking public transportation in some cities better air quality


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Human activity makes the Earth a better place.)



1. Doctors donate time and skills.


- places in Africa and elsewhere receive vital medical care

- e.g. entire societies in third-world countries benefit from Doctors without Borders


2. People in certain cities use cars less.


- reduction in greenhouse gases

- e.g. people using only public transportation in some cities better air quality




B
 Your Outline (Human activity harms the Earth.)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Opinion (Human activity makes the Earth a better place.)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 Human beings continue to do positive things which are beneficial to Earth and therefore make it a better place to live.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 Doctors are donating their time to societies in third-world countries.


Topic sentence 2
 People in many cities of the world are using their cars less and less these days.


Conclusion



Summary
 Ultimately, humans are doing many good things to make Earth a better place. Two of these actions are doctors donating their medical skills and people using their cars less. Doctors improve the health of people in needy societies, and the air quality has improved in places where people rely less on their own cars.




B
 Your Opinion (Human activity harms the Earth.)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Human activity makes the Earth a better place.)



[Opening sentence]
 Something that I often see on the news is how Earth is being destroyed by people. [Thesis statement]
 However, human beings continue to do positive things which are beneficial to Earth and therefore make it a better place to live.


[Topic sentence 1]
 First, doctors are donating their time to societies in third-world countries. [General statement 1]
 Places in Africa are benefiting from their aid and becoming healthier regions to live in more than ever before. [Example 1]
 For example, there is an organization called Doctors without Borders. They donate their vacation time to traveling to needy regions of the world and offering the people living there free medical care. Those regions are benefiting on every level—not just a medical one—from the doctors' help. Through their assistance, the quality of life for people in these areas has greatly improved. [Closing sentence 1]
 Thanks to people in groups like Doctors without Borders, Earth has become a better place to live.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Furthermore, people in many cities of the world are using their cars less and less these days. [General statement 2]
 This helps eliminate harmful pollutants from the atmosphere and improves the quality of the environment. [Example 2]
 To give an example, people in certain cities have taken it upon themselves to rely less on their own cars and more on public transportation. In doing so, many citizens have reported vast improvements in the air quality of their cities. This proves that human activity can benefit Earth. [Closing sentence 2]
 If more people continue to make similar changes in their everyday behavior, Earth will continue to become a better place.


[Summary]
 Ultimately, humans are doing many good things to make Earth a better place. Two of these actions are doctors donating their medical skills and people using their cars less. Doctors improve the health of people in needy societies, and the air quality has improved in places where people rely less on their own cars. [Final comment]
 Actions by humans can improve the quality of Earth and life on it in many ways.




B
 Your Essay (Human activity harms the Earth.)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement]__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________[Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Some people say that the Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. Others believe that too much information on the Net causes many problems. Which opinion do you agree with? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly? Yes No


unit 16 Business & Economy


Understanding the Topic


Read the essay topic, and answer the following questions in words or phrases.


Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small company. Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.



1 What is a “small company / large company”?

A small company - one building or location & fewer than fifty workers

A large company - different locations & more than fifty workers

2 What are the benefits of working at a small company?

Job satisfaction employees feel they play important roles at their companies

More flexibility workers have high interest & energy levels

3 What examples can you give about the benefits of working at a small company?

Recent nationwide survey over half of small company employees responded positively

TV documentary various duties & more energy

4 What are the benefits of working at a large company?

____________________

5 What examples can you give about the benefits of working at a large company?

____________________


Brainstorming


Based on your answers to the above questions, complete the brainstorming map.
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Outlining


Look at the brainstorming map, and complete your outline.


A
 Suggested Outline (Small company Large company)



1. Greater job satisfaction


- employees feel they are making bigger contributions & they play key roles at their companies

- e.g. recent nationwide survey → positive responses from over half of the small company employees


2. More flexibility


- workers perform a variety of duties → reduces burnout and boredom

- e.g. TV documentary → a variety of tasks keeps interest and energy levels high




B
 Your Outline (Small company Large company)



1.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________


2.__________


–__________

– e.g.__________




Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences


Based on your outline above, express the main ideas in full sentences.


A
 Suggested Opinion (Small company Large company)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 While large companies might give bigger paychecks to their employees, small companies provide better working environments for their employees.


Body



Topic sentence 1
 When it comes to job satisfaction, a large company simply cannot compete with a small company.


Topic sentence 2
 Another important factor is that smaller companies also allow their employees flexibility, unlike large companies.


Conclusion



Summary
 In summation, small companies provide better work experiences for people because they are ultimately more satisfying and flexible than large companies.




B
 Your Opinion (Small company Large company)



Introduction



Thesis statement
 __________


Body



Topic sentence 1
 __________


Topic sentence 2
 __________


Conclusion



Summary
 __________




Writing the Details


Based on your outline, complete the essay with supporting details.


A
 Sample Essay (Small company Large company)



[Opening sentence]
 These days, it seems that many people want to work for large companies. In their minds, bigger is better. [Thesis statement]
 However, while large companies might give bigger paychecks to their employees, small companies provide better working environments for their employees.


[Topic sentence 1]
 One major advantage is job satisfaction. When it comes to job satisfaction, a large company simply cannot compete with a small company. [General statement 1]
 Because of its size, employees often feel that they are making a bigger contribution when they work at a small company as opposed to when they work at a large one. At a large company, workers often feel like they are simply anonymous individuals. [Example 1]
 In a recent nationwide survey, employees at both small and large companies were questioned about their overall job satisfaction. Over half of the small company employees responded positively, citing the fact that they believe they play key roles at their companies. In contrast, fewer than a third of the workers at large companies believed that their contributions were of importance. [Closing sentence 1]
 This clearly shows how employees at small companies feel more valued than employees at large companies.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Another important factor is that smaller companies also allow their employees flexibility, unlike large companies. [General statement 2]
 Employees at small companies often have various duties, which keep their interest and energy levels high. [Example 2]
 Last year, a TV documentary revealed that many employees at small companies perform multiple duties and, in turn, have higher energy levels than their large company counterparts. In short, the variety of duties lets workers at small companies maintain their interest in their jobs. Performing different jobs also helps reduce burnout and boredom, according to the program. Unfortunately, workers at large companies do not often get the opportunity to do a variety of tasks. [Closing sentence 2]
 Task flexibility enables employees at small companies to have excellent work environments.


[Summary]
 In summation, small companies provide better work experiences for people because they are ultimately more satisfying and flexible than large companies. [Final comment]
 People spend a large part of their adult lives at their jobs, and, by working at small companies, they can improve their levels of satisfaction with their work.




B
 Your Essay (Small company Large company)


[Opening sentence]__________[Thesis statement]__________

[Topic sentence 1]__________[General statement 1]__________[Example 1]__________[Closing sentence 1]__________

[Topic sentence 2]__________[General statement 2]__________[Example 2]__________[Closing sentence 2]__________

[Summary]__________[Final comment]__________




Completing & Checking Your Essay



A
 Read the following question, and write your own essay of at least 300 words. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.


Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring outer space (for example, traveling to the moon and to other planets). Other people disagree and think governments should spend this money on our basic needs on Earth. Which of these two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.




___________________________________________________




B
 Check your essay.


Introduction


Is the topic understood correctly? Yes No

Is there a clear thesis statement? Yes No


Body


Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph? Yes No

Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences? Yes No

Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement? Yes No

Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details? Yes No

Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words? Yes No


Conclusion


Is there a restatement of the thesis? Yes No

Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly? Yes No


Grammar & Vocabulary


Are all the sentences grammatically correct? Yes No

Are various sentence structures used? Yes No

Are various words and expressions used? Yes No

Are all the words spelled correctly? Yes No

Are the punctuation marks used correctly?


Essential Essay Topics

This part provides you with a list of essential essay topics reconstructed from the ones that have so far been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT. By practicing writing your essays on these topics, you will effectively prepare yourself for the Independent Writing of the TOEFL®
 iBT.


Essential Essay Topics for Independent Writing




A
 School & Education



1
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? University students should not be required to attend classes. Instead, they should be able to receive credits through a final test or paper. Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.


2
 Some people say that students learn the most important things in life inside the classroom. Others believe that they learn the most important lessons of life outside the classroom. Which opinion do you agree with? Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


3
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same financial support to their students' sports and social activities as they give to their classes and libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.


4
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better for students to take classes for more than 11 months throughout the year. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


5
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Schools (universities, colleges, and high schools) should teach students about specific careers and jobs instead of general subjects. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


6
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A teacher's ability to relate well with his or her students is more important than the ability to give them knowledge. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.


7
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to learn general knowledge in various subjects than to learn specialized knowledge in one subject. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


8
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for a teacher to help students gain self-confidence than to teach them specific knowledge. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


9
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to give students prizes or awards for their efforts than for their achievements (successes or grades). Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


10
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates have more influences on a child's success in school than parents do. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


11
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to learn knowledge from studying than to develop creativity. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


12
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to take the most difficult and challenging classes in university or at college even if it means that you probably will not get top grades (marks) in them. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


13
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In high schools or colleges, it is more desirable for a group project to be evaluated the same regardless of the individual students' performances. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


14
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to choose the subjects that you are interested in than the subjects you need to prepare for a job or a career. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


15
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) can encourage students to learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


16
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should give students homework every day. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


17
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All teachers should be required to update their knowledge every five years. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


18
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to have a yearlong break before attending university. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


19
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A university education is essential to success in life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


20
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to understand ideas and concepts than to learn facts. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


21
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents make the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


22
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All universities should require students to take a science class even though their major has no relevance to this field. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


23
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, students will no longer use printed books. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



B
 Living & Thinking



1
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to learn from co-workers and friends than to learn from teachers and supervisors. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


2
 Some people say that a person should make important decisions alone. Others believe that it is always better to ask others for advice. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


3
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way for a good future is to plan carefully when you are young. Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.


4
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There are so many sources of news and information that it is difficult to know whom to believe and who is telling the truth. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


5
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays, people put too much emphasis on personal appearances and fashion. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


6
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people enjoy life more than older people do. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


7
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? To speak well is more important than to write well. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


8
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Letting a friend make a mistake is better than saying or doing something that would destroy the friendship. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


9
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to keep old friends than to make new friends. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


10
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Observing or studying animals teaches us a lot about human nature. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


11
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most people prefer having others make decisions for them. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


12
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is important to know about the events happening around the world that are not related to you. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


13
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should spend money on things that last a long time, such as an expensive piece of jewelry, and not spend money on short-term pleasures like vacations. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


14
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do things that they do not enjoy doing. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


15
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The ability to cooperate well with others is more important today than in the past. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


16
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Today, people do so many different things that they can only do a few things well. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


17
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Because modern life is complex, young people should have the ability to plan and organize. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


18
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People must get their news from newspapers; television news doesn't provide enough information. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


19
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Getting advice from friends of an older age is more valuable than from friends your own age. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


20
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to do one project first and then begin to do another than to do several projects at the same time. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.



C
 Family & Society



1
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The extended family (such as grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles) is less important now than it was in the past. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


2
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to spend time at work than to spend time with family. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


3
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people do not give enough time to help their communities. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


4
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Living today is more comfortable and easier than when your grandparents were children. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


5
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents can no longer control what their children do; their behavior is more affected by television, movies, and other influences from outside the home. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



D
 Business & Economy



1
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


2
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is unrealistic for people to expect to work for the same company or employer for all of their lives. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


3
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to work for a large company than for a small company. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


4
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most advertisements make products seem much better than they really are. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


5
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Getting a job in which you work with other people is better than getting a job in which you work alone. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.



E
 Culture & Leisure



1
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People today spend too much time paying attention to the personal lives of celebrities or famous people. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


2
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to take a trip by oneself than to take a group tour with guidance. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


3
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to watch serious movies that are designed to make you think than to watch movies that are primarily designed to amuse or entertain. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


4
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Governments should spend more money supporting the arts than supporting athletics such as an Olympic team. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


5
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television have more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behavior. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


6
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The second reading of a book is more interesting than the first reading. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


7
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People learn more by watching television than by reading books. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


8
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, people will have more time for leisure activities. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


9
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The purpose of television should be to educate, not to entertain. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.



F
 Environment & Technology



1
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Renewable sources of energy (sun, water, wind) will soon replace fossil fuels (coal, gas, oil). Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


2
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to use land for human needs such as farming, housing, and industry than to save it for endangered animals. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


3
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most effective way for the government to conserve energy is to increase the price of gasoline and electricity. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


4
 Some people say that the Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. Others believe that too much information on the Net causes many problems. Which opinion do you agree with? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


5
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, people will not use their cars as frequently as they do now. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


6
 Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should not be allowed to use mobile (cell) phones when they use public transportation (e.g. buses, trains, and airplanes). Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.


Actual Tests

Writing Section Directions 18


This section measures your ability to use writing to communicate in an academic environment. There will be two writing tasks.

For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then answer a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second writing task, you will answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

Now, listen to the directions for the first writing task.


Actual Test 01
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TOEFL iBT Writing




Writing Based on Reading and Listening

Directions

For this task, you will have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time you have to read. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

You will then have 20 minutes to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship between the lecture you have heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not ask you to express your personal opinion.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.




Reading



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




While the modern age has led to many improvements in people's lifestyles, one negative aspect has emerged. Namely, the cost of raising children in the United States has ballooned. In fact, raising a child costs more in America than in any other country on Earth.

According to a recent study, on average, parents must pay approximately $260,000 to feed, clothe, and educate their children from the day they are born until they graduate from university at approximately the age of twenty-one. For many families, the costs are even higher since they send their children to expensive private schools and universities, some of which charge over $40,000 a year for tuition and room and board. This number does not include travel or toys and other playthings, which can also be expensive.

Incredibly, rearing children in America requires about a third more money than in other Western countries like France and Spain. One reason for this is the limited socialism found in many European countries, where parents do not have to pay tuition for their children to attend schools. Also, while the standard of living is lower in these countries than in the U.S., prices are also cheaper, a big advantage that enables parents to save more money.

Finally, there is the matter of what parents spend their money on. Parents in most countries use the majority of money dedicated to their children on necessities like clothes and food. However, Americans typically spend money on items people from other countries would consider excessive. For example, American parents expend considerable amounts of money on private tutoring—in education, music, and athletics. Also, they pay extremely high amounts for health care for their children. Altogether, it makes bringing up American children very expensive.
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Question



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2






Directions:
 You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.




Question:
 Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.




While the modern age has led to many improvements in people's lifestyles, one negative aspect has emerged. Namely, the cost of raising children in the United States has ballooned. In fact, raising a child costs more in America than in any other country on Earth.

According to a recent study, on average, parents must pay approximately $260,000 to feed, clothe, and educate their children from the day they are born until they graduate from university at approximately the age of twenty-one. For many families, the costs are even higher since they send their children to expensive private schools and universities, some of which charge over $40,000 a year for tuition and room and board. This number does not include travel or toys and other playthings, which can also be expensive.

Incredibly, rearing children in America requires about a third more money than in other Western countries like France and Spain. One reason for this is the limited socialism found in many European countries, where parents do not have to pay tuition for their children to attend schools. Also, while the standard of living is lower in these countries than in the U.S., prices are also cheaper, a big advantage that enables parents to save more money.

Finally, there is the matter of what parents spend their money on. Parents in most countries use the majority of money dedicated to their children on necessities like clothes and food. However, Americans typically spend money on items people from other countries would consider excessive. For example, American parents expend considerable amounts of money on private tutoring—in education, music, and athletics. Also, they pay extremely high amounts for health care for their children. Altogether, it makes bringing up American children very expensive.




TOEFL iBT Writing




Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience

Directions

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to write your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of the content, and the quality and accuracy of the language you used to express ideas.

Click on Continue to go on.




Question



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 2 of 2






Directions:
 Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.




Question:


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Most advertisements make products seem much better than they really are.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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TOEFL iBT Writing




Writing Based on Reading and Listening

Directions

For this task, you will have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time you have to read. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

You will then have 20 minutes to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship between the lecture you have heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not ask you to express your personal opinion.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.




Reading



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2




One of the most controversial aspects of law enforcement these days are speed cameras. These are cameras that are installed at various places and then used to monitor the speeds of passing drivers. Equipped with radar detectors, they take pictures of speeders, which then results in violators being sent a speeding ticket that they must pay some time later. While many people dislike speed cameras, they are actually beneficial to society.

For one, they have made the roads safer. While there are sometimes signs that indicate that speed cameras are nearby, most of the time they are hidden from view. Therefore, if drivers feel or know that there is a speed camera in the vicinity, they often drive slower since the price of speeding tickets can be two hundred or more dollars. Slower speeds mean fewer accidents, so speed cameras are already helping protect people.

Second of all, because of speed cameras, police officers do not have to waste much of their time finding speeders. This frees the police to do the more important aspects of their job, like catching criminals and helping keep the public safe. In fact, thanks to the success of speed cameras, more and more are being installed, so, in the future, police officers may never have to issue any speeding tickets at all.

Finally, because speed cameras provide hard evidence that an individual was, in fact, speeding, fewer people are protesting their tickets in court. This decrease in complaints is starting to free up traffic courts, which are constantly backlogged with cases. So, instead of challenging their tickets, most violators, when they receive a picture of their transgression in the mail, simply write a check and pay their fine.
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Question 1 of 2
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Question 1 of 2






Directions:
 You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.




Question:
 Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.




One of the most controversial aspects of law enforcement these days are speed cameras. These are cameras that are installed at various places and then used to monitor the speeds of passing drivers. Equipped with radar detectors, they take pictures of speeders, which then results in violators being sent a speeding ticket that they must pay some time later. While many people dislike speed cameras, they are actually beneficial to society.

For one, they have made the roads safer. While there are sometimes signs that indicate that speed cameras are nearby, most of the time they are hidden from view. Therefore, if drivers feel or know that there is a speed camera in the vicinity, they often drive slower since the price of speeding tickets can be two hundred or more dollars. Slower speeds mean fewer accidents, so speed cameras are already helping protect people.

Second of all, because of speed cameras, police officers do not have to waste much of their time finding speeders. This frees the police to do the more important aspects of their job, like catching criminals and helping keep the public safe. In fact, thanks to the success of speed cameras, more and more are being installed, so, in the future, police officers may never have to issue any speeding tickets at all.

Finally, because speed cameras provide hard evidence that an individual was, in fact, speeding, fewer people are protesting their tickets in court. This decrease in complaints is starting to free up traffic courts, which are constantly backlogged with cases. So, instead of challenging their tickets, most violators, when they receive a picture of their transgression in the mail, simply write a check and pay their fine.




TOEFL iBT Writing




Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience

Directions

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes to write your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of the content, and the quality and accuracy of the language you used to express ideas.

Click on Continue to go on.




Question



TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 2 of 2






Directions:
 Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.




Question:



Some people say that students learn the most important things in life inside the classroom. Others believe that they learn the most important lessons of life outside the classroom.


Which opinion do you agree with? Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.




Answer Book

PART 1 Integrated Writing

Sample iBT Question

■ Reading

目前，教育界最具争议的话题之一便是如何支付教师薪水。许多人倾向于根据业绩来确定教师的薪水。换句话说，教师们的所得取决于他们的教学效果和学生的课堂表现。鉴于诸多原因，这一政策值得实施。

首先，这种支付方式相当公平。现今教师工资主要以教龄为基础，即从事教学时间越长，薪水也就越高。然而这是不公平的。现在，教师越优秀，他们领到的工资也应该越高，因为这是他们应得的，即便他们的教龄并不长。相反，那些无能之师的所得理当更低，就算他们教了十年甚或二十年也是一样。

其次，按业绩支付薪水会激励大部分教师有更佳的表现。他们会切实地开始彼此竞争，这样有助于提高教学质量。在这样的竞争过程中，他们会共同进步。另外，他们也会开始探求更好的教学方法，以提高教学效果。

最后，若是教师努力尝试，工作勤恳，学生们也将受益良多。教师教得愈好，就意味着学生也将学得更好。而且学生极可能因看到教师的辛苦工作而大受鼓舞，更加努力地学习。

显然，基于业绩的支薪方式对教师和学生都颇有益处。各个校园体系都应当考虑尽快施行这种方法。

■ Listening

梅尔教授：我知道按业绩支付教师薪水听起来很不错，但事实上这种方式弊病诸多。这些弊病你们可能未曾想过，那么下面就让我来详细解释一下。

首先，谁来评判各位教师的业绩？最有可能的就是校长了。尽管大多数校长会秉公判断，但难免会有例外。第一，某些校长可能会利用业绩支薪政策来对许多教师加以掌控。教师们很可能被迫遵守校长定下的种种条规，否则就面临被削减工资的危险。另外，校长可能与各位教师之间亲疏有别，无视优秀教师，反倒给他自己的朋友加薪机会。我们绝不允许这种事发生。

再说别的方面。的确，教师很可能努力尝试，不断探索新的教学方法和策略，但是他们很可能拒绝与同事分享他们所发现的有效方法，毕竟每个人都渴望自己赚得更多。这就违背了教育的本质。教育是要共享知识，而非私藏知识。你很可能发现，教师之间的合作日益减少，相反，这种新的比赛必然导致教职工之间的竞争。

最后一点，这项计划也可能给学生带来负面影响。因为绩效工资体系部分取决于学生们的分数，所以教师很可能就不大会给差生不及格或低分。这引发的结果就是分数膨胀的状况层出不穷。而且有些教师可能会让那些本该留级的学生顺利过关，这并不利于学生的成长，应当杜绝。

正如大家所见，绩效工资体系存在诸多弊端，学校在决定是否采用之前应该谨慎三思。


Sample Answer



【导入句】
 阅读材料支持根据教师表现来支付薪水的方式。【主题句】
 然而，教授给出了诸多理由，以证明此方式不佳。


【反驳1】
 首先，教授指出评判各位教师教学业绩的人物很可能是校长，而有些校长在决定教师的优劣时会有偏见。教授认为不称职的校长会强迫教师遵从他定下的条规，否则便给予差评。【关联1】
 教授担心，既然优秀教师拿高薪，相对较差的则薪水低，那么有些校长在评定薪水时可能会偏袒某些教师。


【关联2】
 其次，教授承认教师会更努力尝试和改进教学方法。【反驳2】
 然而，他怀疑教师们并不会彼此分享这些好的方法，而是相互竞争，并且教授深信教师间的这种竞争将使得整体教学水平无法提高。


【反驳3】
 最后，教授认为教师可能不会让差生不及格，而这种本该让他们不及格却让他们通过的做法将危害学生的成长。故此，这种绩效工资体系对很多学生并无益处。【关联3】
 这点驳斥了阅读材料中提出的观点，阅读材料认为学生们会因看见教师的辛苦工作而愈发努力，（事实并非如此）。


Chapter 1 Casting

Unit 1 Technology


Note Taking & Outlining



A


智能车是个人交通工具中最有发展前景之一的新发明。它是一种运用了先进的引擎技术或者人工智能电脑的汽车。然而，智能车的潜能目前还没有被充分发掘，将来它们一定会给驾驶智能车的人带来很多益处。

智能车的一个优点就是它会使得交通运行更加通畅。一辆智能车能够同时处理许多驾驶任务，这样就使车内的人可以去处理其他事情。这种车在大多数情况下都是自动驾驶的，它能自行选择车辆比较少的道路而且还能选择行驶所需要的恰当车速。相应地，这会使通行时间更短，交通不间断。

除此之外，一辆智能车的维修费用也将更低。因为这种车基本上是依靠电脑来运行的，当汽车出现一个需要处理的小问题时，电脑会自动提醒车主。这时候车主就能以比较低的价格去修理，而不用等到这个小问题恶化成一个大问题、需要花一大笔钱时才去处理。


1
 traffic flow faster


2
 optimal routes


3
 maintenance costs


4
 minor problem


B


W: Let's move on to another piece of technology that we are sure to see in the future. I'm talking, of course, about smart cars. Now, don't get too thrilled about them. Yeah, it would be nice to have smart cars do all the driving for us, but they probably won't be as breathtaking as everyone anticipates. Here, let me explain for you.

To begin with, you've all seen movies with scenes of smart cars zipping around through traffic, right? Well, unfortunately, that probably won't be what will happen. It's a documented fact that, as automobile technology has improved, the amount of traffic has steadily increased. So while we may have cars do the driving for us, you can expect to sit in longer traffic jams. Just because they're smart cars doesn't mean that they'll be smart enough to get you out of a traffic jam.

Second of all, they are not going to be cheap to maintain. “Why? ” you may ask. Well most of the parts of a smart car will be custom-made. This means that, due to the manufacturing process, replacing the parts will be expensive. Sure, the labor bill may be cheap, but the bill for the parts is going to be astronomical in some cases. So think about those things before you get too excited about smart cars, okay?

W：让我们继续讨论另外一个我们将来一定会看到的技术。我要说的当然是智能车。现在，不要听到智能车就很兴奋。的确，让智能车替我们驾驶是件好事，但是它们可能并不像每个人预想的那样好。下面，我会给你们解释一下。

首先，你们已经看过电影上智能车在道路上自由穿梭的场景了，对吧？但不幸的是，那可能并不会发生。实际情况是，随着汽车技术的改进，交通流量稳步增加。所以，虽然我们可以让智能车为我们驾驶，但是我们却要在交通阻塞中待更长时间。这仅仅因为智能车并不能聪明到能帮你摆脱交通阻塞。

其次，智能车的保养费用并不便宜。你可能会问：“为什么？”原因是智能车的大部分零件都是特殊定制的。这就意味着，由于这种生产工序，替换这些零件就很昂贵。当然，劳动力可能会很便宜，但是购买零件的钱有时多得惊人。所以在为智能车兴奋之前想想这些吧。


1
 amount of traffic


2
 longer traffic jams


3
 custom-made parts


4
 astronomical amount of money


C



Reading (Main Points)


1 Smart cars will be able to select 1
 the best routes
 and avoid highly traveled roads, which will decrease 2
 the amount of travel time
 for people.

2 Because computers will warn the owners o f 3
 impending problems
 , they can fix the problems while they are 4
 still minor
 , which will not require a large amount of money.


Listening (Refutations)


1 Historically speaking, traffic always 5
 becomes worse
 with each technological development, therefore smart cars will still get stuck in 6
 traffic jams
 .

2 Since many of the parts are 7
 custom-made
 , they have to be manufactured specially, so the cost of replacing them will be 8
 much higher
 than normal.


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 Smart cars operate by making use of sophisticated technology as well as computers
 that can think for themselves to some extent.

2 By doing the majority of the driving
 , a smart car will enable all the passengers, including the driver, to do other things
 .

3 The car will decide which way it will go
 by looking at how many cars are on various roads and checking the speed limits of the roads
 .

4 The computers in a smart car will let their owner know anytime there is a problem
 , no matter how small it may be.

5 Because the owner can fix the problem while it is still minor
 , he will not have to suffer a major problem and therefore have to pay lots of money to fix it
 .


A-2


Smart cars are not completely developed yet, but they are going to be very important in the future. They will help drivers1
 get to their destinations
 much faster. They will do this by taking over the driving. This will allow the passengers and driver to do other things, and it will also ensure that the car takes2
 the fastest route possible
 by avoiding traffic. In addition, owners will not have to3
 pay high maintenance fees
 . The car's computers will monitor all possible problems, thereby enabling the owner4
 to fix any problems
 before they develop into something major. This will then save the owner a lot of money on5
 repair costs
 .

智能车目前还没有被完全开发，但是未来它们一定会非常重要。它们会帮助车主更快到达目的地。它们会取代车主完成驾驶。这使得乘客和司机能做其他事情，并且它还能保证选择最快的路线，避免交通拥堵。除此之外，车主将无须支付高额的保养费用。这种车的电脑系统将监测所有潜在的问题，从而使车主能在问题严重之前将其解决。这会为车主在维修费用方面节省很多钱。


B-1


1 Even though people would love to let their cars handle the driving
 , smart cars will probably not live up to their expectations
 .

2 It is well known that traffic becomes worse as automobiles become more advanced
 .

3 The artificial intelligence in smart cars will not be sufficient enough to keep the cars from getting stuck in traffic
 .

4 It is going to be expensive to put the majority of new parts in smart cars
 because of the way that many of the parts must be made
 .

5 Even though it will not cost a lotto pay the mechanic
 for his actual work, it will still be extremely expensive to pay for the replacement parts
 .


B-2


While most people are expecting great things from smart cars, they will probably not be quite as wonderful as people think they will be. Even though vehicular technology is constantly improving, traffic actually1
 becomes worse
 with every improvement. There will probably be more, not fewer, 2
 traffic jams
 . So, while the cars will be driving themselves, making it easier on the owners, the trips will actually3
 take longer
 . Also, when the cars need to be maintained with4
 replacement parts
 , the owners will have to pay a lot of money. Since smart cars are custom-made, the parts are going to be expensive to replace, thereby requiring their owners to5
 spend excessively
 .

当大部分人都在期盼着智能车能带来的众多好处时，它们或许并没有人们想象的那么好。虽然汽车科技在不断进步，但实际上交通随着每一次的进步都变得更糟糕。可能会有更多，而不是更少的交通堵塞。因此，虽然这种车可以自行驾驶，给车主带来便利，但是行驶时间实际上却更长。而且，当维修这种车需要替换零件时，车主需要支付许多钱。因为智能车是定制的，零部件的替换很昂贵，因此这需要车主花很多钱。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 The reading passage claims that smart cars will be able to choose the best routes to arrive at their destinations quickly
 , but the speaker claims that traffic is going to increase as the technology in cars improves
 .

2 The author declares that it will take less time to travel and that traffic will always be moving
 , yet the professor states that there will actually be longer traffic jams than before.


3 In contrast to the statement in the reading claiming that it will be cheap to maintain smart cars,
 the professor asserts that the manufacturing process involved in creating replacement parts ensures that maintenance costs will be high.


4 Whereas the reading passage asserts that owners will be able to repair their cars cheaply because the problems requiring fixing will be minor
 , the lecturer declares that the replacement parts themselves are going to cost an incredible amount of money
 .


B


1 The reading passage and lecture both discuss aspects of smart cars.


2 However, the professor states that smart cars will not be as great as people expect
 .

3 She gives two reasons why she believes they will not improve on current vehicles
 .

4 First, the professor asserts that smart cars will not resemble scenes in movies where they move rapidly through cities.


5 She states that, as automobile technology has improved, it has always created more traffic, not less.


6 This contradicts the reading passage, which affirms that smart cars will avoid traffic jams by controlling the routes they drive along.


7 Also, the lecture claims that future traffic jams involving smart cars will be bigger than they currently are
 .

8 Next, the lecturer mentions the maintenance costs of smart cars
 .

9 She declares that most smart car parts are custom-made, so they must be specially manufactured, making them incredibly expensive
 .

10 The reading, however, states that smart cars will tell their owners when they have minor problems, allowing them to be fixed rather cheaply.

11 However, the professor states that, while labor fees will not be expensive, any repair work involving spare parts will be
 .

12 In conclusion, the professor has a dim view of the future of smart cars, which directly contrasts the opinion of the author of the reading passage, who believes smart cars will be very beneficial.


1 阅读文章和讲座都在讨论智能车的问题。

2 然而教授却说智能车并没有人们期望的那么好 。

3 她给出了两个原因解释为什么她认为它们不会改善现在的汽车。

4 第一，教授说智能车并不能像电影画面里演的那样在城市里穿梭。

5 她说随着汽车科技的发展，交通会更加拥堵而不是更通畅。

6 这一点与阅读文章中提到智能车会通过选择路径而避免交通拥堵的观点相反。

7 而且，讲座中还提到，有了智能车，未来的交通拥堵现象会比现在更严重。

8 此外，教授提到智能车的保养费用问题。

9 她声称智能车大部分的零件都是定制的，因此必须要特殊制造，这会非常昂贵。

10 阅读材料却说智能车会在汽车有小问题的时候通知车主，这时的修理价格比较便宜 。

11 然而，教授却认为，虽然劳动力的费用不高，任何包括替换零件的维修费用会比较贵。

12 总而言之，教授对于智能车的未来不乐观，这直接反驳了阅读文章作者的想法，他认为智能车会对我们非常有好处。

Unit 2 Environment I


Note Taking & Outlining



A


许多环境学家都对允许在一个生态系统中引入全新的物种十分谨慎。因为生态系统十分脆弱，而且当我们把一种不属于某个地方的物种引进到该地时，通常会引发很多问题。事实上，当物种侵入到一个新的生态系统中时，它们常常会带来一些有害的影响。

一方面，引入新物种可能在许多方面毁坏当地的生态系统。首先，新物种可能会像一个捕猎者一样吞食其他当地物种，从而导致它们的灭绝。其次，它可能会过多地消耗当地食物资源。这种消耗可能会使当地的其他动物无法像以往吃得那么多，导致其数量上的减少。

另外一方面，非本土物种可能会使生活在当地的人们遭受经济损失。美国西南部的牧豆树就是一个例子。它能够在极缺水的地区存活。然而，因为它会吸干地里的水分，所以周围的牧草因为缺水而死亡。这导致当地的牧场主损失了很多钱，因为他们需要花额外的钱去购买动物饲料。而且，牧豆树非常容易繁殖，所以农民们必须花许多钱把这些树从他们的土地上移除。


1
 eat native species


2
 enough food


3
 soak up all the water


4
 regenerate very easily


B


M: Why don't we discuss a few more invasive species before today's class ends? Now, although we've discussed a lot of harmful invasive species, please remember that they are not always detrimental to the local ecosystem. In fact, I could name a few that have actually been, well, beneficial. Don't believe me? Okay, listen to this.

Everyone knows that Kansas is famous for wheat and Texas is celebrated for cows. Well, they are both, uh, invasive species. And they haven't done any harm to the environment. For example, wheat has not caused the extinction of any local wildlife. It doesn't use up an excessive amount of resources like some invasive species do. And cows, of course, are not predators, so no animals have been killed by them while they graze.

Those are two examples of harmless invasive species. But how about invasive species that are, uh, beneficial? Yeah, it sometimes happens. A perfect case is that of the cane toad, which was introduced for farmers down in Florida, among other places. Cane toads devour many harmful insects, so they keep the bug population down. Also, since the toads eat so many insects, farmers don't have to use any pesticides that could be dangerous to humans. So, cane toads are actually helpful to many people, showing that invasive species sometimes do have benefits.

M:我们为什么不在今天课程结束之前再多讨论一些入侵物种呢？现在，虽然我们讨论了很多有害的入侵物种，但请记住，入侵物种对当地的生态并不总是有害的。事实上，我可以说出一些对生态有益的物种。不信吗？好吧，听听这个。

众所周知，堪萨斯州以小麦著称，而得克萨斯州以牛闻名于世。但是，它们都是入侵物种，却对环境没有任何害处。比如，小麦没有造成当地任何野生动植物的灭绝。它们并没有像其他一些入侵物种一样消耗过多的资源。而且，牛当然也不是捕食者，所以当它们吃草的时候并没有动物被它们杀害。

这是两个无害的入侵物种。但有益的入侵物种情况如何呢？是的，这样的事情有时也会发生。一个很好的例子是蔗蟾，一种被佛罗里达州和其他地方的农民引入的物种。蔗蟾吃掉了很多害虫，使得害虫的数量大大减少。而且，因为蔗蟾吃掉了许多虫子，农民就不需要使用任何可能对人体有害的杀虫剂。因此，蔗蟾实际上对很多人有帮助，这表明入侵物种有时候的确有好处。


1
 wheat


2
 cows


3
 cane toad


4
 pesticides


C



Reading (Main Points)


1 Invasive species can 1
 harm the ecosystem
 by killing all the native species or 2
 eating their food supply
 .

2 Some nonnative species like 3
 the mesquite tree
 can cause 4
 financial damage
 because of its killing of local plant life or the cost of paying for its removal.


Listening (Refutations)


1 Many invasive species, like 5
 wheat and cows
 , do not have any negative effects on their new ecosystems because they do not 6
 kill any of the local plant or animal life
 .

2 Some invasive species, like 7
 the cane toad
 , which kills bugs and keeps farmers from 8
 having to use pesticides
 that can be harmful to humans, can actually be helpful to people.


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 When nonnative species
 go to a new place, they can often cause many problems because most local environments can be disrupted easily
 .

2 Some nonnative species hunt and kill native species,
 occasionally to the point of wiping them out entirely
 .

3 Some native species have to eat less than their normal diet
 because invasive species are devouring all of their food
 .

4 Some invasive species are detrimental because they cause locals to lose money
 .

5 It is expensive for farmers to have mesquite trees eliminated
 from a plot of land since they grow back fast
 .


A-2


Because ecosystems can 1
 easily be disrupted
 , most environmentalists do not want animal or plant species introduced to a new area. For example, invasive species might act as 2
 predators
 and kill all of a local species. Or they might simply eat 3
 other animals' food sources
 , which will cause these animals to starve to death. Other invasive species cause 4
 significant financial damage
 . An example of this is the mesquite tree. This tree kills all the local grass, so farmers need to purchase more food for their animals. The trees are also hard to 5
 eliminate from the land
 , so farmers have to spend a lot of money paying for their removal.

因为生态系统极易被破坏，大部分环境学家不赞同将动植物引入到另一个区域。举个例子，入侵物种可能会像捕食者一样，杀死当地所有的物种。或者它们只是吃掉其他动物的食物，从而导致这些动物被饿死。其他的入侵物种造成重大的经济损失。以牧豆树为例。这种树杀死了当地所有的牧草，所以农民们需要为他们的牲畜购买更多的饲料。而且这种树还很难从土地上移除，所以农民们不得不花巨资将其清除。


B-1


1 While many invasive species damage their new environments
 , this is not always the case.

2 It is well known that many farmers grow wheat in Kansas and many ranchers raise cows in Texas
 .

3 Cows are harmless creatures that do not do anything to other animals while they are out in the fields
 .

4 The cane toad in Florida, one of the places the animal was introduced, has actually helped the local environment
 .

5 Because cane toads eliminate many insects
 , there is no need to fill the environment with potentially harmful pesticides
 .


B-2


Many people believe that all invasive species harm their new environments, but that is not necessarily true. Some nonnative plants and animals do not 1
 damage their local ecosystems
 . Two examples of this are 2
 Kansas wheat and Texas cows
 . The wheat has never killed another local species. Likewise, the cows simply graze in their fields and do not harm others. Also, some invasive species can actually 3
 benefit their new homes
 . 4
 The cane toad in Florida
 is one such example. It kills many insects that eat farmers' crops. Also, its presence means that farmers do not have to resort to using 5
 any harmful pesticides
 on their crops. In this case, the cane toad has truly improved the local environment.

很多人都相信所有的入侵物种都会破坏它们所到的新环境，但事实并不总是这样。有的非本土动植物并没有破坏当地生态环境。堪萨斯州的小麦和得克萨斯州的牛就是其中的两个例子。小麦从来没有使得另外一种当地的物种死亡。同样，牛只是在牧场上吃草，并未伤害其他物种。而且有些入侵物种事实上能够给它们的新家带来好处。佛罗里达州的蔗蟾就是其中的一个例子。它杀死了很多偷吃农作物的害虫。还有，它的存在意味着农民不需要对农作物使用任何有害的杀虫剂。在这种情况下，蔗蟾其实改善了当地的生态环境。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 The reading declares that nonnative species may become predators and hunt native species to extinction
 , but the professor claims that the growing of wheat, which is a nonnative species, has not resulted in any species becoming extinct
 .

2 While the author of the reading passage claims that many invasive species can damage their local environments by eating a significant amount of a food source
 , the lecturer states that cows are not dangerous to their new environments because they have never harmed any other species
 .

3 In opposition to the claim that mesquite trees kill the local grass so farmers have to pay more for feed
 , the professor asserts that some invasive species, like the cane toad, are beneficial because they eat lots of harmful insects.


4 Contrasting the reading's assertion that eliminating mesquite trees is expensive to farmers
 , the professor believes that cane toads are helpful to humans because the land does not require potentially harmful pesticides since the animals eat insects
 .


B


1 The reading passage and lecture both talk about invasive species
 , but they disagree as to the effects on their new environments
 .

2 The professor believes that invasive species have no effect on their environment or are beneficial
 .

3 However, the reading passage believes they are harmful
 .

4 The lecturer first states that many invasive species, like Kansas wheat and Texas cows, do not negatively affect the environment
 .

5 He claims that neither one of them has caused the extinction of any species.


6 The reading, however, disagrees and claims that many nonnative species are predators, so they hunt some animals to extinction
 .

7 Also, they sometimes eat all of an area's food supply, which causes local animals to die of starvation
 .

8 The professor also asserts that some invasive species can be beneficial to their new environments
 .

9 He cites the example of the cane toad in Florida
 .

10 He claims that cane toads eat insects, so they keep the bug population down and allow farmers not to use dangerous insecticides
 .

11 However, the reading claims that some invasive species, like the mesquite tree, cause financial harm to farmers
 .

12 The reading states that since mesquite trees kill grass, farmers must pay more for animal feed
 .

13 It is also expensive to remove them from the land
 .

14 Clearly, the two passages disagree with one another with regards to the value of invasive species
 .

1 阅读文章和讲座都在讨论入侵物种的问题，但是在关于入侵物种对新环境的影响方面产生了分歧。

2 教授相信入侵物种对它们的环境没有影响或者是有益的。

3 然而，阅读文章却相信它们是有害的。

4 讲座首先说到，很多入侵物种，比如堪萨斯州的小麦和得克萨斯州的牛，并没有破坏环境。

5 他声称没有一个物种会导致任何其他物种的灭绝。

6 阅读文章却不同意这种看法，并声称很多非本土物种都是捕食者，因此它们会使得一些动物灭绝。

7 而且，它们有的时候会吃光一个地区所有的食物，造成当地的物种因饥饿而灭绝。

8 教授还指出有些入侵物种会对它们的新环境有好处。

9 他以佛罗里达州的蔗蟾为例。

10 他说蔗蟾以昆虫为食，所以它们会使害虫的数量减少并使农民无须使用危险的杀虫剂。

11 然而，阅读文章却说有些入侵物种，比如牧豆树，给农民带来了经济损失。

12 阅读文章说，因为牧豆树会杀死牧草，农民们必须花更多的钱去买动物饲料。

13 而且要把它们从土地上移除也很昂贵。

14 很明显，关于入侵物种的价值，两篇文章的观点相悖。

Unit 3 Sociopolitics


Note Taking & Outlining



A


在美国政界有一个富有争议性的问题，那就是是否应该提高燃油税。许多人支持提高燃油税，因为他们认为这会促进美国经济的发展。然而，他们的想法是错误的，因为提高燃油税一定会给经济的发展带来负面的影响。

首先，增加燃油税会干扰经济的发展。很多人是开车上下班的。就算政府只将燃油税提高几个百分点，也会使人们上下班的通勤费用增加很多。很多人就会承担不起这笔额外的开支。此外，如果人们在汽油上花费了更多，那么他们在其他产品上的花费就会减少。由于美国经济是依赖于人们的消费运转的，因此消费的减少就会严重破坏经济的发展。

其次，燃油税的增加会伤害到那些低收入者。增加燃油税自然会使得汽油更贵，而这些低收入者并没有钱去支付他们所要缴纳的税款。而且很多低收入者都居住在没有公共交通设施的地区，开不起车的话他们也许就不能够外出甚至没有办法上班。最后，他们还可能饱受更多的经济拮据的困扰。


1
 people's finances


2
 the overall economy


3
 more expensive


4
 public transportation


B


M: While we're on the topic of taxes, let's discuss another touchy issue. I'm referring, of course, to the gasoline tax. I must say that I'm strongly in favor of raising the gas tax for a number of reasons. Allow me to explain a couple of them.

One argument people always like to use against the gas tax is that it will disrupt the economy. Well, I disagree. For one thing, our economy is way too complex for just one factor to hurt the economy. A raise in percentage points in the gas tax wouldn't in any way dramatically harm our economy. Also, there are many other factors that are already doing tremendous economic damage. Health care expenses and fixing the nation's infrastructure are just two of these.

Also, let's think about how people with low incomes would be affected. Yes, the gas tax would take money that they can't afford to spend out of their pockets. However, all it takes is a little creativity to solve this problem. For example, the government could give tax breaks to people whose incomes are below a certain level. This would, in a sense, give them a rebate on the gas tax. Or the government could also allow people with lower incomes to pay less money when they go to fill up their cars.

M:既然我们的话题是税收，那就让我们讨论另外一个棘手的问题。我指的当然是燃油税。我必须说我强烈支持提高燃油税，原因有很多，让我解释其中的几个。

人们总是用来反对燃油税的一个言论就是说它会破坏经济。但是，我反对这种说法。首先，我们的经济很复杂，仅仅一个因素不足以破坏它。提高几个百分点的燃油税并不会怎么危害我们的经济。而且，有很多其他的因素已经对经济造成了很大的破坏。医疗卫生的开销以及国家基础设施的建设仅仅是其中的两个。

其次，让我们想想那些低收入者将受到的影响。是的，燃油税会让他们受到一些经济方面的损失。然而，我们只需要一点点创造力就可以解决这个问题。举个例子，政府可以对那些收入在一定水平以下的人们减免税收。从某种意义上来说，这使得他们在燃油税上得到了一个折扣。或者政府也可以让低收入者享有较低的汽油价格。


1
 very complex


2
 health care


3
 tax breaks


4
 gas stations


C



Reading (Main Points)


1 Increasing the gasoline tax would be bad for America because it would increase the prices of 1
 people's daily commutes
 and also 2
 reduce spending
 , which would harm the economy.

2 Raising the gasoline tax would harm people with low incomes since they would not be able to 3
 afford gas
 and do not have access to good 4
 public transportation
 .


Listening (Refutations)


1 A rise in the gasoline tax would not hurt the economy since 5
 the economy is too big
 to be affected by it and also because there are other problems like 6
 health care and infrastructure
 that are causing economic damage.

2 While a gasoline tax would hurt people with low incomes, the government could 7
 give them tax breaks
 or 8
 charge them less
 for gasoline at gas stations.


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 People who think increasing the gasoline tax would not hurt the economy
 are wrong.

2 If the gas tax increases, it will make getting to work and home more expensive
 for everyone.

3 More spending on gas
 will cause people to buy fewer other items
 .

4 People who do not make much money
 would not be able to afford gas if the gasoline tax goes up
 .

5 Those with low salaries who live in areas without buses or subways
 will not have enough money to get to work or drive to other places
 .


A-2


Although some people believe the government should increase the gasoline tax, it would actually 1
 harm the economy
 . First, many people use their cars to drive to work. Raising the gas tax would make these trips 2
 more expensive
 . And then people would spend less money 3
 buying other products
 . The American economy needs people to buy things, or else it will start getting bad. Also, a high gasoline tax would be bad for people who 4
 earn low salaries
 . They might not even be able to afford to 5
 drive to work
 . Since they cannot take public transportation, it would be difficult for them to get around.

虽然有很多人都觉得政府应当增加燃油税，但是这实际上会破坏经济。首先，很多人开车上下班，提高燃油税会使他们的通勤费用增加。而且这样一来，人们花在其他东西上的钱将会变少。美国的经济需要人们购买东西，否则它就会开始衰退。而且高的燃油税将不利于低收入人群。 他们甚至都有可能无法承担开车上班的花销。 因为他们无法乘坐公共交通工具，他们的出行将会变得非常困难。


B-1


1 In my view, there are many reasons why the gasoline tax should be raised
 .

2 Due to the complexity of the economy
 , one factor alone cannot cause it to decline
 .

3 Many other things, such as the costs of medical expenses and repairing roads and bridges
 , are already harming the economy.

4 The government could lower taxes
 on people who make less than a certain amount of money
 .

5 It might be possible to charge poor people less money at gas stations
 .


B-2


The professor fully supports 1
 increasing the gasoline tax
 for a couple of different reasons. First, he does not agree with arguments that a higher gas tax would harm the economy. Since the American economy is so 2
 big and complex
 , it would be impossible for an increased gas tax to damage it. Likewise, issues like 3
 health care and repairing infrastructure
 are already causing lots of damage to the economy. Second, while people with 4
 low incomes
 would be hurt by an increased tax, there are ways to avoid this pain. The government could give them 5
 tax breaks
 to compensate them for the increase in taxes. Or they could simply pay less when they go to fill up their cars.

教授出于一系列原因完全支持增加燃油税。首先，他不同意提高燃油税会破坏经济发展这种说法。因为美国的经济是如此的庞大和复杂，增加燃油税是不可能破坏它的。而且，有其他一些因素已经对经济的发展造成了很多破坏，比如医疗卫生和基础设施的维修。其次，虽然低收入人群会因为燃油税的增加而受到伤害，但我们还是有办法去避免这些伤害。政府可以通过减免税收来补偿他们在税收增加中的损失。或者他们可以在给自己的汽车加油时少付点钱。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 The reading passage declares that increasing the gasoline tax would cause people to pay more money to get to work and home
 , but the professor claims that the gas tax would not hurt the American economy due to its complexity
 .

2 The reading claims that people spending more money on gas will purchase fewer other products
 , yet the professor claims that there are more pressing issues to the economy, such as health care expenses and fixing the country's infrastructure
 .

3 In response to the claim that poor people do not have enough money to pay a more expensive gas tax
 , the professor states that people with low incomes could be offered tax breaks by the government
 .

4 While the reading asserts that, due to a lack of public transportation, poor people would not be able to get to work if the gas tax goes up
 , the lecturer maintains that these individuals could be allowed to pay lower rates for gasoline at gas stations
 .


B


1 The professor firmly disagrees with the reading passage, which states that increasing the gasoline tax would harm the economy
 .

2 Instead, the professor feels that this would not have a negative effect on the economy
 .

3 To begin with, the reading passage declares that an increase in the gasoline tax would make people's commutes cost more
 .

4 The author also mentions that people would therefore spend less money
 .

5 Since the American economy needs people to spend money to remain strong
 , it would start to go into decline.

6 However, the professor believes the gas tax could not harm the economy since it is too complex to be affected by one tax
 .

7 Plus, a gas tax's effects cannot compare to health care costs and the repair of the country's infrastructure
 , which are already damaging the current economy.

8 The reading also states that people with low incomes will not be able to afford gas and may not be able to go to work or anywhere else
 .

9 The professor mentions that the government could simply give people tax breaks
 .

10 He also thinks that people with low incomes could pay less when they go to gas stations
 .

11 The professor and the reading passage are definitely in disagreement over the gasoline tax, and both provide a couple of reasons in defense of their arguments
 .

1 教授坚决不同意阅读文章中的增加燃油税会破坏经济的观点。

2 相反，教授认为这并不会对经济产生负面影响。

3 首先，阅读文章说增加燃油税会使得人们的通勤开销更大。

4 作者还提到人们会因此花更少的钱（在其他物品上）。

5 因为美国经济需要人们的消费来保持它的强大，所以它会开始衰退。

6 然而，教授却相信燃油税并不能破坏经济，因为经济本身十分复杂，不可能被一项税收所影响。

7 另外，燃油税的影响无法与医疗卫生的开销及国家基础设施的维修费用对经济的影响相比，这两项开销已经在破坏经济的发展。

8 阅读文章还说低收入者将因买不起汽油而无法去上班或者去其他任何地方。

9 教授提到政府可以给人们提供税收减免。

10 他还认为低收入者可以在加油站少付点钱。

11 教授和阅读文章对燃油税的看法完全不同，双方都举出若干理由来支持自己的看法 。

Unit 4 Environment II


Note Taking & Outlining



A


由于森林大火的危险性，一些公园的管理者已经开始推行一种全新的方法来保护森林。他们的方法被称为计划烧除，就是在森林里进行人工放火去烧掉各种树木和其他的一些植物。但不幸的是，由于许多原因，计划烧除并不是一种有效的方法。

首先，火是很难控制的。虽然公园管理者坚持声称他们会做很多预防工作，但是火势失控还是很有可能发生的。而且这种事情也的确发生过几次。因为公园管理者无法控制火势，所以人工放火造成的毁坏比自然的森林大火造成的毁坏要大得多。 事实上，火是不可预测的。 公园管理者可能只想烧掉某一区域，可是最后往往由于森林大火的不可预知性而烧掉了额外的很多区域。

此外，计划烧除并不便宜。引燃并控制一场森林大火需要花很多钱，因为这个过程需要很多的人员和机器，人员的工资和设备的费用就是很大一笔钱。而且，当大火烧得无法控制时，就要耗费更多的资金去将其扑灭。综上所述，计划烧除有许多缺点，应禁止实行。


1
 regular forest fires


2
 unpredictable


3
 people and equipment


4
 burning uncontrollably


B


M: We all know that forest fires can cause lots of damage to the environment. Remember that one we had last year? Well, the forest is just now starting to recover. However, some environmentalists actually believe that starting forest fires is effective. Imagine that! [chuckles] It's called prescribed burning, and here are its advantages.

First, unlike a regular forest fire, which often burns uncontrollably, prescribed burning can be handled. Park rangers are able to manage exactly where the fire burns and even what plants and trees it burns down. There are many different prescribed burning experts and programs, so park rangers make sure to consult them before they commence with the burning. Even if the fire starts burning unpredictably, they have methods to ensure that the fire does not get out of their control and burn the wrong places.

Second, there are always fires in forests. They actually help rejuvenate the forests. However, natural forest fires can cause up to ten times the damage prescribed burning does. Not only that, but natural forest fires can also get into human settlements, burn down houses, and even kill people. By using prescribed burning, authorities can control exactly what gets burned while keeping the fire on a small scale. So they can help the forest recover yet prevent it from entirely burning down.

M：我们都知道森林大火会对环境造成很大的破坏。还记得去年的那场大火吗？森林现在才开始恢复。 然而，有的环境学家认为引发森林大火是有效的。想想看！【笑声】
 这被称为计划烧除，以下是它的优点。

首先，计划烧除不像自然的森林大火那样肆无忌惮地燃烧，它能够被控制。公园管理者能够精确掌握在哪里放火，甚至是烧掉哪些花草树木。现在有很多不同的计划烧除专家和项目，所以公园管理者可以在开始烧除之前向他们咨询。即使大火没有按照预想的那样燃烧，他们也会有方法确保大火不会失控以及烧掉了错误的地方。

其次，森林里总是会有大火。它们其实有助于森林的再生。然而，自然的森林大火造成的破坏会是计划烧除的十倍。不仅如此，自然的森林大火还可能危及人类的住所、 烧毁房屋甚至烧死人。通过计划烧除，管理者能够严密控制烧掉什么并且把火势控制在一个小的范围内。所以计划烧除有助于森林恢复而且不会使它们完全被烧掉。


1
 where fires burn


2
 get out of control


3
 ten times


4
 a small scale


C



Reading (Main Points)


1 Some prescribed burning fires may get 1
 out of control
 , which makes them burn more land than was planned and makes them 2
 too unpredictable
 to control.

2 Prescribed burning is not cheap because 3
 people's salaries and equipment costs
 must be paid, and it becomes 4
 even more expensive
 if the fire starts to burn out of control.


Listening (Refutations)


1 5
 Park rangers
 consult experts to make sure that their fires don't burn out of control, and, if the fires 6
 become unpredictable
 , they have ways to make sure the fires do not become very bad.

2 Prescribed burning can cause much less damage than 7
 natural fires
 and can help a forest 8
 rejuvenate
 by burning only a small part of it.


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 There are a lot of reasons why prescribed burning does not really help
 .

2 Despite the fact that park rangers claim they are careful
 , a prescribed burning can still suddenly get out of their control
 .

3 Sometimes unpredictable forest fires burn other areas of the forest
 that the park rangers did not intend to burn
 .

4 Initiating and controlling a forest fire
 can be expensive.

5 It can become more expensive to gain back control of a fire
 once it starts to get out of control
 .


A-2


Prescribed burning is the practice of starting forest fires 1
 on purpose
 and controlling them so that they burn a small area of the forest. This method, however, has some disadvantages. The first disadvantage is that the fires can sometimes 2
 get out of control
 . Fires are hard to control, and some prescribed burnings have actually gotten out of control and burned unintended places. In fact, rangers sometimes wind up 3
 burning other places
 because they cannot control the fires. The second disadvantage is the cost involved. Paying 4
 people's salaries and equipment costs
 is expensive. Also, when the fires get out of control, it costs a lot of money to 5
 get them back under control
 .

计划烧除是指有意引燃森林大火并且控制它们以燃烧掉森林的一小部分区域。然而这种方法有许多缺点。第一个缺点就是这种森林大火有时候会失控。火是很难控制的，而且有些计划烧除真的就失控了，烧掉了一些本来没打算烧掉的区域。事实上，因为无法控制火势，公园管理者有时候真的烧掉了其他区域。第二个缺点是花费。人们的薪水和设备费用是很昂贵的，而且当火势失控时，要重新控制它们也需要花很多钱。


B-1


1 According to certain environmentalists, prescribed burning actually works
 .

2 Park rangers can control prescribed burnings so well
 that they know which areas will burn and which plants and trees will get burned down
 .

3 Rangers know various methods to regain control of
 a fire if it should start burning unpredictably and go into the wrong parts of the forest
 .

4 Prescribed burnings are ten times less damaging than regular forest fires
 .

5 Prescribed burning enables rangers to control the parts of the forest that get burned
 while not allowing the fire to form on a large scale
 .


B-2


The professor claims that prescribed burning actually has a number of positive benefits. The first one he cites is that 1
 park rangers
 are able to control these prescribed burnings. Because they consult with experts, they know exactly how 2
 to manage these forest fires
 . Also, if there is a case where the fire starts to get out of their control, they know a number of different 3
 methods to regain control
 . Second of all, the professor claims that natural forest fires


4
 cause ten times
 the damage that prescribed burnings do. Also, natural fires often damage homes and kill people. However, prescribed burnings can take place on 5
 a small scale
 , burn down unwanted areas, and help the forest to rejuvenate.

教授说计划烧除事实上有许多好处。第一个好处是公园管理者能够控制这些计划烧除。因为他们咨询专家，准确地知道如何去控制这些森林大火。而且一旦有火势失去了控制，他们还知道许多不同的重新控制火势的方法。第二，教授说自然的森林大火造成的损失十倍于计划烧除造成的损失。而且自然的大火常常会烧毁房屋并夺去人的性命。然而，计划烧除能够在小范围内发生，烧掉一些不需要的区域，而且还能帮助森林再生。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 In contrast to the reading passage's claim that prescribed burnings often get out of control
 , the professor insists that park rangers can determine exactly where the fire will burn and also which plants and trees it will burn
 .

2 The author of the reading passage writes that prescribed burnings might burn places that rangers had not intended
 , yet the lecturer states that rangers can counter the unpredictable nature of forest fires by using methods to ensure that the fires do not get out of control
 .

3 The author of the writing declares that a prescribed burning costs a lot of money
 ; however, the professor counters that claim by stating that forest fires can be much more dangerous and can burn homes and kill people
 .

4 The reading passage states that uncontrollably burning fires are expensive to get back into control
 , but the lecturer insists that these fires can be controlled by the authorities and burn on a small scale
 .


B


1 The lecturer claims that prescribed burnings are beneficial to forests
 , yet the reading passage declares the opposite.

2 The professor gives several reasons to counter the arguments in the reading passage
 .

3 First, in contrast to the claim that prescribed burnings can get out of control
 , the professor says that park rangers can keep these fires under control
 .

4 He also claims that rangers consult experts, so they know what they are doing
 .

5 Also, the professor states that rangers have methods to control unpredictable fires
 .

6 This is countered by the reading assertion that fires are so unpredictable that they can burn unintended sections of forest
 .

7 Second, the lecturer declares that natural forest fires can be ten times as dangerous as prescribed burnings and can even kill people
 .

8 Meanwhile, the reading says that prescribed burnings are too expensive
 .

9 The reading also states that it costs a lot of money to get a fire back under control
 .

10 However, the professor mentions that these fires happen on a small scale, thus they are able to be controlled and can also help rejuvenate the forest
 .

11 The professor and reading clearly disagree with one another with regards to the usefulness of prescribed burning
 .

1 讲座者说计划烧除对于森林是有利的，然而阅读文章却持相反的观点。

2 教授给出了一些理由去反驳阅读文章的观点。

3 首先，与计划烧除会失控这一观点相反的是，教授说公园管理者能够使大火在控制之中。

4 他还指出，管理者可以咨询专家，他们知道自己在做什么。

5 而且教授讲到管理者有方法控制无法预测的大火。

6 阅读文章反驳了这一观点，指出火是如此难以预料以至于会烧掉森林里的一些本没有打算烧掉的地方。

7 其次，讲座者说自然的森林大火比计划烧除危险十倍，甚至会烧死人。

8 同时，阅读文章说计划烧除太昂贵。

9 阅读文章还指出使大火恢复到控制之内要耗费很多钱。

10 然而，教授提出，这些大火都是在小范围内发生的，因此它们是可以被控制的并且有助于森林的再生。

11 很明显，关于计划烧除的有效性，教授和阅读文章各持己见。

Unit 5 Education


Note Taking & Outlining



A


近来，很多学校和研究机构都发现自己越来越多地依赖于教学录像或者DVD。 虽然有一些语言纯正癖者更喜欢用书本，他们强烈反对这一趋势，但是对影像材料的依靠实际上是一件好事。

首先，得不到读者关注的教育材料毫无用处。二十一世纪是一个视觉的时代。比起阅读书本，学生们更喜欢看录像和DVD。通过运用影像材料，教育工作者能更容易地吸引学生的注意。而且，通过运用图表和电脑动画，录像和DVD能够更容易地解释一些复杂的过程和概念。这样就可以使一些复杂的话题变得易于理解，这对学生的深入学习来说的确是个优点。

其次，录像和DVD比书本便宜得多。许多影像材料的价格还不到十美元，而一些书的价格却可能是这个价格的二到三倍。因为很多学生手头并不宽裕，这一价格优势就能给他们很多帮助。而且，许多学校原本需要买三四十本相同的书，甚至更多，现在只需要买一份录像或者DVD就可以了。通过购买影像材料，学校可以省下一大笔钱去买其他一些重要的材料。


1
 watching visual aids


2
 graphics and animation


3
 tight budgets


4
 purchase just one copy


B


W: I know many of you prefer watching educational DVDs to reading books. However, I must inform you that books are still much better than watching visual aids. Allow me to educate you as to why.

First, videos are limited by time. You can only impart so much information in a one- or two-hour video. Therefore, the video is likely to be incomplete and not contain all the necessary information. You don't have this issue with books. A 500-page book is filled with much more information than a two-hour DVD. In addition, visual materials are often designed more for entertainment than education. This means they are often highly simplified. You often can't explain difficult topics on videos. Again, books don't suffer from this problem.

Second of all, visual aids really aren't cheaper than books. Don't believe me? Okay, well, tapes and disks of movies are often rather cheap, but this isn't the case for educational materials. They are almost always very pricey, costing between fifty to one hundred dollars a copy. These prices make them much more expensive than most books. Also, even if you own an educational DVD, you still have to purchase the DVD player and television set, which aren't cheap. And, when they break down, as is often the case, they're expensive to repair and also cause annoying delays.

W: 我知道你们中有很多人比起读书来更喜欢看教学DVD。然而，我必须告诉你们，阅读书本比看影像材料要好得多。请允许我告诉你们为什么。

首先，录像有时间限制。一到两个小时的录像所涵盖的信息是有限的。因此，录像很可能是不完整的，并没有包含所有必要的信息。书本就不会有这个问题。一本500页的书所含的信息要远比一张两小时长的DVD多。进一步讲，影像材料在设计时往往娱乐性多于教育性。这就意味着它们常常过于简单。录像常常无法解释复杂的话题。而书本则不存在这个问题。

其次，影像材料并不比书本便宜。不信吗？录音带和光盘通常都相当便宜，但是教育影像材料却并不便宜。它们总是非常昂贵，一份要花上五十到一百美金。这个价格使它们比大多数的书更昂贵。而且，即使你拥有一张教学DVD，你仍需要买DVD播放机和电视机，而这些都不便宜。它们还很容易坏，需要昂贵的维修费，而且会造成课程的延迟，这很令人讨厌。


1
 time restrictions


2
 often simplified


3
 educational materials


4
 repairs and delays


C



Reading (Main Points)


1 Educational visual aids can both 1
 get the attention of students
 and 2
 explain difficult topics
 by using computer graphics or animation.

2 Visual aids are 3
 cheaper than books
 , which can be helpful to students on tight budgets, and schools only need 4
 one copy
 , so they can spend their money on other necessities.


Listening (Refutations)


1 Visual aids often provide limited information due to 5
 time constraints
 , and they often rely upon 6
 simplified explanations
 .

2 Educational visual aids can be 7
 much more expensive
 than books and also require expensive DVD players and TVs, equipment that can sometimes 8
 break down
 .


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 Despite the fact that some traditionalists are opposed to visual aids
 , they are actually beneficial to use.

2 Teachers can get students to pay attention if they show them DVDs or videotapes
 .

3 Since they use graphics and animation, visual aids can help students understand even difficult explanations
 .

4 The price of books may be two or three times higher than that of DVDs or videotapes
 .

5 Because schools will save a lot of money
 by purchasing visual aids, they can use the money to buy other things that they may need
 .


A-2


The use of 1
 visual materials
 like DVDs and videotapes is something positive even though some people oppose them. The first reason given is that most students are used to watching videos instead of reading books. Therefore, the teachers can 2
 get their attention
 more easily. Also, these visual aids can make difficult concepts 3
 simple to understand
 by using graphics and animation. Second of all, the price of visual aids is much lower than that of books. This is good for students 4
 on tight budgets
 and for schools since the schools can buy just one DVD or tape and use the leftover money for 5
 other purchases
 .

运用DVD和录像带之类的影像材料是一件好事，即使有人反对这么做。第一个原因是大部分的学生更习惯于看录像而不是读书，因此，老师就能更容易吸引学生的注意。而且，这些影像材料可以通过图表和动画使有难度的概念容易理解。其次，影像材料的价格比书本的价格要低得多，这对于经济拮据的学生来说有好处。而且对于学校也有好处，因为学校就只需要买一张DVD或者录像带，而用剩余的钱去买其他的东西。


B-1


1 It is preferable to read a book than to watch a DVD or video
 .

2 Visual materials may not contain all the information that they should
 .

3 Entertaining, not educating, is the purpose of most visual materials
 .

4 Educational visual materials are more expensive than DVDs and videotapes of movies
 .

5 Without purchasing an expensive DVD player and TV
 , you cannot watch a DVD.


B-2


The professor feels that 1
 reading books
 is a much preferable alternative to watching visual materials like DVDs and videotapes. First, she states that visual materials often provide 2
 incomplete information
 because they have to be so short. Books, on the other hand, hold much more information. Also, visual materials tend to simplify things since they are more interested in 3
 entertaining people
 instead of educating them. Also, the professor says that books are actually cheaper than DVDs and videotapes. The reason is that 4
 educational visual aids
 can be much more expensive than movies. Also, a person with a DVD needs to purchase 5
 a DVD player and a TV
 , which will cost more money to keep up.

教授觉得读书比看DVD和录像带这样的影像材料要更好。首先，她指出影像材料提供的信息常常不完整，因为它们必须要简短。相对而言，书本的信息就丰富得多。 而且，影像材料常常倾向于简化事物，因为它们更多的是去娱乐大众而不是教育他们。还有，教授说，书其实要比DVD和录像带更便宜，原因是用于教学的影像材料比电影更贵。而且，有了DVD还需要再买DVD播放机和电视机，这会花很多钱。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 The author of the reading declares that visual aids will enable teachers to capture their students' attention
 ; however, the professor counters by saying that videos tend to be incomplete, thereby providing insufficient information
 .

2 The reading mentions that visual materials can take difficult processes and explain them easily with graphics or computer animation
 , yet the professor believes these materials are designed to entertain, not to educate, people
 .

3 In contrast to the reading, which states that books are two or three times more expensive than DVDs or videotapes
 , the professor claims that educational visual aids are never cheaper than books
 .

4 While the reading passage mentions that schools can save a lot of money by purchasing visual materials
 , the professor states that it is not possible to watch a DVD without an expensive DVD player and TV set
 .


B


1 The lecturer declares that visual materials are not particularly good
 .

2 This is in direct contrast to the reading passage, which claims DVDs and videotapes have many benefits
 .

3 First, the lecturer states that visual materials are often incomplete while books are not
 .

4 She says that videos are only a couple of hours long, so they cannot include all of the necessary information that a 500-page book can
 .

5 The author of the reading, meanwhile, claims that in this visual age, students prefer watching visual materials, which capture their attention
 .

6 Also, the reading states that they can make difficult topics easy through graphics and animation
 .

7 The professor, however, says that visual materials simplify explanations while books do not
 .

8 Second of all, the lecturer declares visual materials are more expensive than books
 . The reading, however, claims the opposite.

9 Also, the lecturer says that educational DVDs and videotapes can be fifty to one hundred dollars
 , yet the reading claims they are two or three times cheaper than books
 .

10 The reading further says that schools can save money by purchasing visual materials
 .

11 But the lecturer states that people still need to purchase expensive and unreliable DVD players and TVs
 .

12 The professor and reading passage stand on opposite sides of the debate over the usefulness of visual materials
 .

1 讲座者声称影像材料并不太好。

2 这直接反驳了阅读文章提到的DVD和录像有很多优点的观点。

3 第一，讲座者说影像材料常常不完整，但是书本却不这样。

4 她说录像只有几小时长，它们并不能包含所有必要的信息，而一本500页的书却能。

5 与此同时，阅读文章的作者却说，在这个视觉时代，学生们更喜欢看能吸引他们注意的影像材料。

6 阅读文章还说它们 （影像材料） 能通过图表和动画使复杂的问题变简单。

7 然而，教授却说影像材料把解释简单化，但书本却不会。

8 第二，讲座者说影像材料要比书本更贵。而阅读文章的观点恰好相反。

9 而且，讲座者说教学DVD和录像带的价格会是五十到一百美金，但是阅读文章却说它们要比书本便宜两到三倍。

10 阅读材料进一步提到学校要是买影像材料就可以节省很多钱。

11 但是讲座者指出人们仍然需要购买昂贵且靠不住的DVD播放机和电视机。

12 总之，关于影像材料是否有用，教授和阅读文章的立场相反。


Chapter 2 Problem-Solution

Unit 6 Business


Note Taking & Outlining



A


近年来，各企业开始发现他们的很多员工都不到六十岁就退休了。他们在五十多岁的时候就退休，离开工作场所。在做过若干次调查之后，各企业找出了这一意外的提前退休潮的两个原因。

首先，很多五十多岁的员工已经在同一公司做同样的工作许多年了，有的甚至长达数十年之久。他们只是在不断重复相同的工作过程当中变得筋疲力尽。而且他们发现自己的日常生活再也没有任何挑战，只有让人无法忍受的枯燥和乏味。

其次，许多老员工常常会拿自己与公司里的年轻员工作对比。 经过对比，结果当然不那么乐观。老员工不可能保持和年轻人一样的工作节奏，因此他们就会认为自己完成的工作任务比年轻同事的少。于是他们就开始觉得自己已经成为公司的负担，没有尽可能做出最大的贡献。这种自责感就会促使他们离开公司，提前退休。


1
 burned out


2
 daily routines


3
 accomplish less work


4
 burdens on their companies


B


W: Now, I'd like to continue talking about how society underutilizes its elderly population. As people live longer and longer, it seems like such a waste for people in their fifties simply to retire and do nothing but play golf or go fishing. So let me give you a couple of suggestions.

Of course, many elderly people don't want full-time jobs. However, a large number would be willing to work part-time. This way of working would accomplish a couple of things. First, they wouldn't have to come in every day. This would keep the elderly from getting too worn out to do their jobs. Remember that the elderly have less energy. Also, letting them work part-time would keep their minds fresh, which means that they wouldn't become bored with their work.

Here's another idea. I know all of you young people think that you know everything, but your experiences are nothing compared to those of a fifty- or sixty-year old person. Companies need to do their best to utilize the skills that their older employees have. For example, they could give them a wider range of duties instead of making them repeat the same tasks over and over. And the companies could consult with their elderly employees more often. This effort would not only make them feel wanted but would also draw upon their many years of experience working at the company.

W：现在，我想继续讨论我们的社会如何没有充分利用老年人这一问题。随着人们的寿命越来越长，人们在五十岁就退休去打高尔夫球或者钓鱼就显得很浪费了。所以让我给大家一些建议。

当然，很多老年人不想要全职工作。然而，却有很多愿意做兼职。这种工作方式有两大优点。首先，他们不需要每天都去上班，这使他们不会因工作而感到疲乏。要记住，老年人的精力比较少，而且，让他们做兼职能使他们的思维保持敏捷，这就意味着他们不会厌倦自己的工作。

我还有一个想法。我知道你们所有的年轻人都认为自己无所不知，但是你们的经验和那些五六十岁的老年人相比，简直不值一提。企业应当充分利用老员工的技能。例如，他们可以给这些老员工多样任务而不是让他们总是重复同样的工作。 而且，企业还可以多向老员工咨询。这不仅可以使他们感到被需要，而且还能使企业利用这些员工在企业里多年来积累的工作经验。


1
 get worn out


2
 become bored


3
 a wider range of duties


4
 feel wanted


C



Reading (Problems)


1 Employees at the same jobs for many years become 1
 burned out
 and also 2
 bored
 by doing the same tasks again and again.

2 Older employees believe that they 3
 accomplish less
 than younger employees and therefore feel they are 4
 burdens on their companies
 .


Listening (Solutions)


1 It is recommended that companies hire elderly employees on 5
 a part-time basis
 to keep them from becoming too 6
 worn out
 and to keep them interested in their work.

2 Companies need to utilize 7
 older employees' experiences
 by giving them various tasks and also 8
 consulting them
 on a more regular basis.


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 Nowadays, it has come to companies' attention that a great number of their elderly employees are quitting their jobs before they reach retirement age
 .

2 A large number of older workers
 have remained employed by their companies and made to do the same tasks for considerably long periods of time
 .

3 Doing the same jobs repeatedly makes older workers simply get tired of the monotony of their jobs
 .

4 Elderly employees are often measuring themselves against employees younger than they are
 .

5 The elderly have trouble keeping up with younger workers
 , which gives them the feeling that they are not as productive as these younger employees
 .


A-2


Companies have long wondered why many of their workers began 1
 retiring in their fifties
 as opposed to their sixties, and now they have a couple of reasons as to why. First, many elderly employees 2
 become bored
 after doing the same jobs day after day for very long periods of time. They simply quit because they cannot handle the boredom of their work. Second, elderly workers recognize that they are 3
 being outworked
 by younger employees, which causes their opinions of their value to the company to decline. Realizing they are not 4
 as productive
 as they could be and that they are 5
 weighing down
 their employers with their presence, they simply quit their jobs.

各企业一直都在思考为什么他们有很多员工五十多岁而不等到六十岁就退休了，现在找到了两个原因。首先，很多老员工因长时间日复一日地做着同样的工作而感到厌倦。他们辞职只是因为无法忍受工作的枯燥和乏味。其次，老员工发现他们的工作效率不如年轻员工，这使得他们认为自己对企业的价值下降了。当他们意识到自己不再像原来一样有效率而且觉得自己成为企业的负担时，他们就辞职了。


B-1


1 Let me carry on with some examples as to how we fail to help the elderly reach their full potential as workers
 .

2 Lots of older people would consider working only a few hours a week
 .

3 By only working part-time, the elderly would not tax their brains and could remain interested in their work
 .

4 Many people in their teens and twenties are arrogant know-it-alls
 , but their knowledge pales
 in comparison to those more than twice their age.

5 The effects of being consulted would be to make the older employees feel that they belong
 and also to make use of the stores of knowledge
 that have built up by their long years or employment.


B-2


The professor believes that it is pointless for people in their fifties to retire and not work anymore, so she provides some suggestions to get people to 1
 stop retiring so early
 . She thinks that instead of working full-time, elderly people should be allowed to 2
 work part-time
 . This measure would keep the employees 3
 fresh and eager
 to do their jobs. Also, companies should try to involve their elderly employees in more activities and ask them for 4
 their opinions
 on various things. This effort would give elderly workers the confidence they require and, at the same time, also help their companies by having them rely upon people with 5
 many years of experience
 .

教授认为人们在五十多岁的时候就选择退休不再工作毫无意义，所以她给出了一些建议让人们不要早早就退休。她认为老年人应当被允许做兼职来代替全职工作。这种方法会使老员工有新鲜感并渴望去做他们的工作。而且，企业应当尽力让老员工参与更多的活动并且在各种事情上征求他们的建议。这种努力会给老员工带来他们所需要的自信心，与此同时，企业还通过信赖那些有多年工作经验的员工而获得益处。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 The author of the reading passage claims that elderly employees get exhausted when they keep doing the same jobs repeatedly
 , so the professor suggests having elderly employees work merely on a part-time basis
 .

2 The problem in the reading is that elderly employees are no longer challenged by their daily routines but are instead bored with them
 , so the professor suggests that part-time work would help keep their minds fresh while also keeping the employees interested in doing their jobs
 .

3 In the reading, the author suggests that older employees cannot work as much as younger employees, thus making them less productive
 ; however, the professor suggests giving them a wider range of duties and not having them repeat tasks all the time
 .

4 The author of the reading passage mentions that older workers feel that they are burdens on their companies because they do not contribute much
 , so the lecturer mentions that companies could consult them on a more regular basis
 .


B


1 The reading passage mentions a couple of reasons as to why elderly employees are retiring in their fifties before they are required to do so
 .

2 The professor provides a couple of solutions for the problems that were mentioned in the reading passage
 .

3 The first problem the reading mentions is that employees often retire after getting burned out and bored from repeatedly doing the same work
 .

4 So the professor believes companies should allow elderly employees to work part-time, which will preserve their interest in their jobs
 .

5 Also, working part-time will keep the elderly from being bored at work and will keep their minds fresh
 .

6 Another problem leading to early retirement is that elderly employees compare themselves with younger employees and notice that they do less work and are burdening their companies
 .

7 Therefore, the professor suggests that companies could give their elderly employees many different tasks to do
 .

8 Additionally, companies could consult elderly employees on a more regular basis and draw upon their many years of experience
 .

9 By doing so, companies could make their older employees feel as though they are contributing more
 .

10 In conclusion, while the reading passage mentions a couple of important problems, the professor provides two methods that should effectively neutralize these problems and enable the elderly to contribute to their employers while not obligating them to take early retirement
 .

1 阅读文章提出老员工在到退休年龄之前就辞职的原因。

2 针对阅读文章中的问题，教授提出了两个解决方法。

3 阅读文章提到的第一个问题是员工常常在不断重复同样的工作并变得筋疲力尽和厌烦之后离职。

4 因此，教授相信企业应当让老年员工做兼职工作，这会让他们保持对工作的兴趣。

5 而且，做兼职会使老年员工不再对工作厌倦并使他们的思维保持敏捷。

6 另外一个导致人们提前退休的问题是老员工把自己和年轻的员工做对比，发现自己做得工作比较少而且已经成为企业的负担。

7 因此，教授建议企业应当给老员工许多不同的工作任务。

8 此外，企业应当多咨询那些老员工，利用他们多年的工作经验。

9 通过这样做，企业就可以使他们的老员工感觉到自己好像贡献得更多。

10 总而言之，阅读文章提出了两个重要的问题，而教授给出了两个方法，可以有效地解决这些问题，使老员工为他们的雇主做出贡献而不是早早地退休。

Unit ７ Education


Note Taking & Outlining



A


当前，很多大学都在提高学生的学费。有些学校提高的幅度很大。虽然很多学生都对学费的增加非常不满，但这其实是有一些合理原因的。

首先，大学都在不停地努力提升自己的教育质量。因为现在上大学的学生越来越少，所以学校之间必须为生源展开激烈的竞争。一种吸引学生的理想方法是确保学校能够提供优秀的教育。而且，通过提高学校的学术排名, 学校就能够吸引更多更好的学生。由于改善教育质量需要钱，那么学校的开支就要增加，因此学生的学费也必须要提高。

其次，现在有很多大学发现自己的资金短缺。对于那些大部分开支主要依赖于州政府的州立大学来说，尤其如此。 不幸的是，现在很多州都在削减学校的教育资金，最大的难题在于大学的管理资金（也被削减了）。学校管理虽然不是一个很吸引人的工作，但对于一个学校的正常运转来说却非常关键。没有了足够的管理资金，许多学校将面临严重的问题。所以他们就需要通过其他途径来弥补这些资金的缺失。这么一来，学校每年提高学费的原因就很明显了。


1
 quality education


2
 school's academic rank


3
 state universities


4
 general management


B


M: I'm sure many of you just got your tuition bills, and I know that most of you weren't pleased. Tuition went up by 5% this year for the fifth year in a row. Running a college is getting to be too expensive, but there are a few ways to offset this without raising your fees.

Everyone wants to improve our school's quality. But, you know, money isn't totally necessary to do this. For example, we should be looking at ourselves to improve our school. Take professors, for example. We could augment the quality of our lectures as well as develop better curriculums. And you, the students, could perform better both at school and after graduation. That would help increase our school's ranking without us spending much money or raising tuition.

Here's another idea, especially for engineering or science-heavy schools like ours. We should seek close ties with corporations. Why should we do this? Well, both of us will benefit. First, we'll get free state-of-the-art facilities, which both students and faculty will be able to use. And second, the corporation will get the inside track on recruiting our students to work for them once they graduate. And the corporations will know the students got an excellent education because they helped contribute to it. It's a win-win situation for both parties.

M：我相信你们当中有很多人刚刚收到学费单，而且我知道你们大部分人都不开心。 学费又上涨了5%，这是学费连续上涨的第五年了。现在，学校的运作成本变得越来越高，但是除了提高学费，还是有其他一些方法可以弥补这一点的。

每个人都想要改善我们学校的质量。但是你知道，要想做到这一点，光有钱是不够的。举个例子，我们应当依靠自己去改善我们的学校。以教授为例，我们可以把课讲得更好，课程安排得更合理。 还有你们，学生们，可以在上学期间以及毕业之后有更好的表现。这些都会帮助我们学校提高排名，而不用花太多的钱或提高学费。

还有另外一个办法，特别适合工科学校或像我们这样的理科学校。我们应当与企业建立密切的关系。原因在于我们双方都能从中受益。首先，我们将会获得一些免费的最先进的设施，学生和老师都能用到。其次，企业在招聘我们的毕业生的问题上占有一定的优势。企业会知道那些学生都接受了良好的教育，因为在这一点上他们也给予了帮助。这是一种双赢的局面。


1
 better curriculums


2
 increase performance


3
 free facilities


4
 recruit new employees


C



Reading (Problems)


1 Schools need more money to improve 1
 the quality of education
 and increase the school's 2
 academic ranking
 if they want to attract more and better students.

2 Schools are getting 3
 their general budgets
 cut as well as seeing less funding go to their general management, so they have to make up for this loss with 4
 higher tuition
 .


Listening (Solutions)


1 In order to improve the school, professors can improve 5
 curriculums and lecturing
 while students can do better both in the classroom and 6
 after graduation
 .

2 Schools should increase 7
 their ties with corporations
 so that they may receive free, exceptional facilities while the corporations will be able to 8
 recruit the students
 who learned with those facilities.


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 The large raises in tuition upset a lot of students
 even though schools have some good reasons for increasing the price of school
 .

2 Schools have to be more competitive in recruiting new students
 since not as many students are going to school as there used to be.

3 Good students will be more interested in attending a school that has a high academic ranking
 .

4 Because states are contributing less money to universities
 , the schools need to raise the necessary money by using other methods
 .

5 The department that runs the school is fairly unremarkable
 , but, without it, the school would encounter many problems
 .


A-2


Even though students at universities are not pleased about 1
 tuition increases
 , the schools have some good reasons for doing so. First, they have to improve themselves academically to 2
 attract more students,
 especially since fewer students are going to college nowadays. This requires money. So does raising the school's 3
 academic ranking
 , which will in turn attract better students to the school. Also, a lot of schools receive funding from 4
 various states
 . However, they are receiving less funding nowadays. Also, 5
 the general management departments
 at these schools need enough money to run properly, or else the school will suffer. The schools therefore need to raise tuition to get more money.

即使在校的大学生对学费的增加感到不满，学校这么做却有几点合理的理由。首先，学校必须提高自身的学术能力以吸引更多学生，特别是现在上大学的学生越来越少。这就需要钱。提高学校的学术排名反过来也能吸引更优秀的学生，但也需要钱。许多学校从不同的州获得资金。然而，现在能够获得的资金越来越少了。而且这些学校的常规管理机构也需要足够的钱来保证正常运转，否则学校就会身陷困境。因此学校就需要提高学费来获得更多的钱。


B-1


1 Even though maintaining a school costs more every year
 , schools can still manage not to increase the price of tuition
 .

2 The members of the school body, including both students and faculty
 , should be able to make the school better by their own actions
 .

3 An inexpensive way to improve the school that does not require a tuition hike is for the students themselves to do better
 .

4 The schools will be able to receive outstanding new facilities
 which can be accessed by everyone attending and working at the school
 .

5 Since the companies were somewhat responsible for the students' educations
 , they will be aware of the high quality of education that the students have received
 .


B-2


It actually is possible for universities to increase 1
 the quality of education
 that they offer without having to raise students' tuition. First, both the 2
 faculty and students
 can improve themselves. The faculty can teach and prepare for classes better, and the students can improve their performance as well. These actions should increase the school's 3
 academic ranking
 without a need for a tuition hike. Also, schools should strike agreements with corporations. The corporations can provide the schools with 4
 excellent free facilities
 . The schools in turn will produce well-educated students that the companies will then be able to 5
 recruit much more easily
 . This will also help schools avoid raising the cost of tuition.

大学其实可以在不提高学生学费的情况下提高教学质量。首先，教师和学生都能改善自己。教师可以把教学工作做得更好，学生也可以提高学习成绩。这些行动都能提高学校的学术排名而不用增加学费。而且学校应当加强与企业的联系，各企业能够为学校提供先进的免费设施。这样学校就能够培养出很多受到良好教育的学生，而这些学生将是企业能够更容易招聘到的。这也会帮学校避免增加学费。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 The reading passage mentions that universities can attract students by giving them an excellent education
 , so the professor responds by claiming that professors can improve the quality of their lectures while also preparing for class better
 .

2 The writer claims that an improvement in the school's academic ranking will cause more and better students to attend
 , which leads the professor to declare that the students can do a better job when attending school and after graduating
 .

3 In response to the reading passage author's claim that cuts in the general funding of schools makes them have to look for funds elsewhere
 , the professor responds by saying that schools should make closer ties with corporations
 .

4 The writer claims that general management funds are disappearing
 , so the lecturer states that schools could get state-of-the-art facilities for free from various companies
 .


B


1 The lecturer states that schools do not have to raise tuition to improve the quality of education they provide for their students
 .

2 He then gives a couple of explanations
 as to how they can do this.

3 First, responding to the claim that schools need money to improve their academic ranking
 , the lecturer claims that the professors can do a better job of teaching and preparing for class
 .

4 He also mentions that the students can affect the school's academic rating in a positive manner. They can study harder and get better jobs
 .

5 With a better academic rating, the school will then be able to attract better students without having to raise tuition at all
 .

6 Also, since schools are seeing their budgets cut by the state
 , the professor urges closer ties to businesses
 .

7 He claims the businesses can supply free facilities for the students to use
 .

8 These facilities will also offset budget losses to the university's general management funds
 .

9 The companies will also benefit by getting to hire competent workers when the students graduate
 .

10 If a school follows the professor's suggestions, he believes it will not have to increase its tuition
 .

1 讲座者说学校不需要通过提高学费去改善教育质量。

2 关于如何能够做到这一点，他还给出了一些具体的解释。

3 首先，回应阅读文章中学校需要用钱去提高学术排名的观点，讲座者提出，教师可以提高教学质量以及更好地准备课程。

4 他还提到学生可以通过积极的方式去影响学校的学术排名。比如他们可以更刻苦地学习，毕业后找到更好的工作。

5 有了更好的学术排名，学校就可以吸引更好的学生而不需要增加学费。

6 而且，学校知道他们的预算被州政府削减了，于是教授敦促学校和企业建立更紧密的联系。

7 他说，企业能够为学生提供一些免费的设施以供使用。

8 这些设施将会弥补学校在常规管理资金上的不足。

9 这些企业也会从中受益，因为他们可以在这些学生毕业的时候招聘到更有竞争力的员工。

10 教授相信，如果一个学校采取了他的建议，这个学校就不用增加学费了。

Unit ８ Environment


Note Taking & Outlining



A


入侵物种会给当地的生态系统造成非常恶劣的影响。一个新物种（尤其是位于食物链顶端的物种）的出现，往往能打破一个生态系统并且导致大量物种的灭绝。一个导致美国各水域出现大量生态环境问题的物种就是斑纹贝。

斑纹贝原产于俄罗斯，最近入侵到了美国五大湖区和其他很多湖泊和河流。 斑纹贝常常吸附在船底，这样它们就能够很轻松方便地旅行了。它们还常常吸附在水管上，导致水管阻塞，其中有些水管是为城市输送饮用水的。疏通这些被堵塞的水管需要耗费大量资金。而且，斑纹贝繁殖的速度很快，以至于占据了其他各种鱼类和贝类繁育后代的空间，限制了这些生物的繁殖。

其次，斑纹贝在北美洲几乎没有自然天敌，这意味着一旦它们在一条河或者一个湖泊落地生根就很难再消除它们。而且，科学家还必须寻找一种对环境没有破坏作用的方法去消灭它们。这两点就使得斑纹贝的数量飞快地增长。如果这种增长继续下去，斑纹贝不久就会导致美国所有的水域都出现问题。


1
 clog water pipes


2
 reproduce very rapidly


3
 natural enemies


4
 environmentally-safe way


B


W: Yes, the zebra mussel is one of the worst invasive species to hit America. Scientists estimate it has cost billions of dollars in damages. While it's causing problems, there are a couple of methods that could help mitigate the damage it's causing. Let me explain.

One, everyone knows zebra mussels moved from Russia to America by traveling on boats. Well, there must be better decontamination procedures implemented to kill any mussels found hitchhiking on boats. Before a boat enters a lake or river system, the ship's ballast should be sterilized with seawater, which kills the mussels. And the entire ship needs to be checked. Zebra mussels can survive out of water for several days, so the anchor chains and other parts out of water need to be decontaminated as well.

Two, there are some species of birds and fish that eat zebra mussels. For example, some ducks feed on them. Likewise, croakers, carp, and sturgeon are also their natural predators. These species should be introduced to the waterways. Unfortunately, there are not enough of these birds and fish to make an impact on the mussels' numbers. Researchers must discover a way quickly to increase the numbers of these species in the hope that they will start to make a dent in the number of mussels. This effort will help control their expansion.

W：的确，斑纹贝是袭击美国的入侵物种中最恶劣的一种。科学家估计它们造成的损失已经高达上千万美元。虽然它们还在制造问题，但是仍然有方法可以帮助我们消除它们造成的破坏，让我来解释一下。

第一，众所周知，斑纹贝是通过附着在船上从俄罗斯来到美国的。那么，一定可以用更好的净化方法消灭附着在船上的任何贝类。在一艘船进入湖泊或者河流之前，应当用海水对船的压舱物进行消毒，消灭贝类。而且还要检查整艘船。斑纹贝在离开水之后还能存活几天，所以，船的锚链以及其他没有浸水的地方也需要净化。

第二，有些鸟类和鱼类吃斑纹贝，比如，有些鸭子就以它们为食。同样地，石首鱼、 鲤鱼、 鲟鱼也是它们的天敌。 这些物种应当被引进到这些水域当中。 不幸的是，这些鸟类和鱼类的数量还不足以消灭那些贝类。科学家必须找出一种方法快速增加这些物种以减少贝类的数量。这有助于控制斑纹贝的增长。


1
 sterilize ships' ballast


2
 survive out of water


3
 birds and fish


4
 reduce the number of mussels


C



Reading (Problems)


1 Zebra mussels have 1
 invaded America's waterways
 , where they clog water pipes and 2
 smother the spawning grounds
 of various fish and other mussels.

2 The zebra mussels have few 3
 natural enemies
 , and there are no 4
 environmentally-safe methods
 to kill them, so scientists have not been able to reduce their numbers.


Listening (Solutions)


1 Before entering a waterway, ships' crews should 5
 sterilize their ballast
 with saltwater, and they must 6
 check the entire ship
 since mussels can survive for days out of water.

2 There are 7
 birds and fish
 that eat the mussels, so scientists must introduce them to the area and get their numbers to grow quickly so they can 8
 start reducing the mussel population
 .


Paraphrasing & Summarizing



A-1


1 When a top predator appears in a new environment, it can wreak havoc on an ecosystem and completely wipe out many species
 .

2 While it comes from Russia, the zebra mussel now lives in American waterways like the Great Lakes
 .

3 Since zebra mussels have a high rate of reproduction
 , they can overrun the spawning grounds of other species
 , which keeps these species from growing larger in number.

4 In North America, the zebra mussel does not have many predators
 , which makes it difficult to find a natural solution to remove them from waterways
 .

5 If zebra mussels continue to expand their territories, all of America's lakes and river systems will have problems with them
 .


A-2


When an invasive species moves into a new environment, it often causes problems for some native species, even causing them to 1
 go extinct
 . This is the case for the zebra mussel. Coming from Russia, the mussel rode on boats to get to America. There, it 2
 clogs pipes
 , which are expensive to unblock. Also, it reproduces so rapidly that it covers up 3
 the spawning grounds
 of other species, making these species reproduce more slowly. It is difficult to remove the mussels because they have few 4
 natural predators
 in North America. In addition, there is no 5
 environmentally-safe way
 to kill them. If the mussels are not killed, they will soon expand to all of America's waterways.

当一个入侵物种进入一个全新的环境中时，它们常常会给当地的物种带来很多问题，甚至使它们灭绝。斑纹贝就是其中一个例子。原产自俄罗斯的斑纹贝吸附在船只上来到美国。它们造成水管的堵塞，疏通这些水管需要很多钱。而且它们繁殖的速度如此之快，以至于占据了其他物种的繁殖空间，使得这些物种的繁殖速度变慢。消灭斑纹贝是很困难的，因为在北美洲它们很少有天敌，而且也没有一种对环境无害的方法可以杀死它们。如果再不消灭斑纹贝，它们很快就会侵入美国所有的水域。


B-1


1 There are some ways to solve the problems the zebra mussel is causing
 .

2 The crew needs to sterilize the ship's ballast with saltwater to kill the mussels prior to entering any waterway
 .

3 Zebra mussels do not always live in the water, so crews need to search for them in every part of the ship that has touched water in order to eliminate them all
 .

4 Some animals and fish hunt zebra mussels
 .

5 If scientists can get the predators of the zebra mussel to reproduce quickly
 , these animals will be able to reduce the number of mussels
 .


B-2


While the zebra mussel has caused extremely expensive amounts of damage to 1
 America's waterways
 , there are some ways to control their numbers. First, crew members on ships can do a couple of things. They can fill the ship's ballast 2
 with seawater
 since that will kill them. Also, they should check the entire ship for mussels because they can 3
 survive out of water
 for a few days. In addition, there are 4
 some predators
 that will prey upon the zebra mussels. These should be introduced to the waterways. Finally, since there are not enough of these predators, people need to make sure they 5
 reproduce rapidly
 . These solutions can then reduce the number of zebra mussels.

虽然斑纹贝已经对美国的水域造成了很大的破坏，但我们还是有一些办法能控制它们的数量。首先，船上的船员可以做几件事。他们可以在船只的压舱物里填满海水，这样就能杀死那些斑纹贝。此外，他们还得检查整只船去搜寻斑纹贝，因为斑纹贝能够在没有水的环境中存活很多天。而且由于很多捕食者都是以斑纹贝为食的，所以应当把这些物种引入水域。最后，因为捕食者数量有限，所以人们需要保证这些捕食者快速繁殖。这些方法都能减少斑纹贝的数量。


Synthesizing & Organizing



A


1 The reading passage author writes that the mussels can travel easily since they attach themselves to the bottoms of boats
 , so the professor responds by arguing that the ship's ballast should be filled with seawater to kill them
 .

2 According to the professor, the entire boat should be decontaminated, even the parts out of water
 , so that the mussels will not be able to survive and harm the spawning grounds of other species
 , just like the reading passage described.

3 As a response to the reading passage claim that there are few natural predators in North America which can remove zebra mussels
 , the professor mentions that people should introduce some of the zebra mussel's natural predators to the waterways
 .

4 Because there is no environmentally-safe way to kill zebra mussels
 , the professor declares that researchers need to increase the number of predators so that these animals can start reducing the number of zebra mussels
 .


B


1 The professor talks about different ways to reduce the number of zebra mussels from America's waterways
 .

2 This is an invasive species from Russia that is causing many problems in America's rivers
 .

3 The professor provides a couple of solutions to this infestation problem
 .

4 First, he notes that all ships entering waterways should be sterilized with seawater, which kills the mussels
 .

5 He mentions this because mussels often hitch rides on the bottoms of ships
 .

6 Also, the professor notes that the mussels can survive out of water for days, so crew members should sterilize the entire ship
 .

7 This will keep the mussels from getting into the waterways and clogging up all the pipes
 .

8 Second, the professor notes that some bird and fish species prey on the zebra mussel
 .

9 While the reading claims that it has few natural predators
 , the professor claims they could be introduced
 .

10 He also thinks scientists should try to increase the numbers of these predators so that they can eat more mussels
 .

11 This will be beneficial because scientists know of no environmentally-safe way to kill the mussels
 .

12 Although the zebra mussel is causing many problems, the professor seems confident that his ideas will help to eliminate them
 .

1 教授讲了减少美国各水域斑纹贝数量的不同方法。

2 这是一种来自俄罗斯的入侵物种，它给美国许多河流带来了很多问题。

3 教授给出了两个方法来解决这个侵扰问题。

4 首先，他指出，所有进入水域的船只都应当用能杀死贝类的海水消毒。

5 他提到这一点是因为贝类常常附着在船的底部。

6 而且教授还说，斑纹贝可以在没有水的环境中存活很多天，所以船员们应当对整艘船进行消毒。

7 这使得斑纹贝无法进入水域并阻塞水管。

8 其次，教授指出有些鸟类和鱼类以斑纹贝为食。

9 虽然阅读文章说它几乎没有天敌，但是教授却说可以引入鸟类和鱼类。

10 他还认为科学家应当努力增加这些天敌的数量，这样它们就能吃掉更多的斑纹贝。

11 这一点会很有益处，因为科学家并不知道任何对环境无害的、 能够消灭斑纹贝的方法。

12 虽然目前斑纹贝造成了很多问题，教授似乎很有信心自己的办法可以消除斑纹贝。


PART 2 Integrated Writing

Sample iBT Question


Sample Answer



【开头句】
 毫无疑问，我们的同龄朋友对我们的生活有着很大的影响。【中心句】
 但是，从年长者那里我们能学到更多，学习他们长年来对生活的宝贵经验和心得体会。


【主题句1】
 和我们的同龄朋友相比，年长者经历丰富，对生活有着更深刻的领悟。他们对生活的解读成熟睿智，会让我们受益匪浅。【概述1】
 年长者能够更加透彻明白地看待他们所经历过的生活； 从他们那里，我们可以学到很多重要的东西。【例子1】
 例如，我的叔叔让我知道，接受良好的教育对一个人来说是多么重要。而很多和我一起上学的朋友不好好学习，把时间用在玩乐上。我的叔叔告诉我，如果我能够专心学习，而不是整天玩乐，我将来的生活就会充实而有价值。【总结句1】
 如果没有叔叔的建议，这个年龄段的我是不会用这样一种成熟的眼光来看待生活的。


【主题句2】
 同样，年长者可以为我们指出正确的生活方向，让我们避免犯他们曾经犯过的错误。【概述2】
 如果我们只是一味地追随我们的同龄朋友，那么我们会经常犯与他们相似的错误。但是，如果我们能够听从年长者的教导，向他们学习，我们就能避免许多错误。【例子2】
 例如，去年我的哥哥想进足球队，但没有做到。他的许多朋友都劝他放弃在运动方面发展的想法。然而，父亲告诉哥哥，放弃是不能解决问题的。哥哥听从了父亲的建议，开始更加努力地练习足球。今年，他不仅如愿加入了足球队，还被选为队长。【总结句2】
 可见，当我们处于困境时，年长者可以帮助我们做出正确的选择。


【总结】
 总之，和我们的同龄朋友相比，我们能从年长者那里学到更多，因为他们的生活经验更丰富，能给我们更成熟、 更有效的建议。【最终结论】
 因此，年长者可以给我们的生活带来最大、 最积极的影响。


Chapter 3 Agree / Disagree

Unit 9 Living & Thinking


Understanding the Topic


4 Young people think looks are everything →become too superficial / Cosmetic surgery business booming →waste of money

5 Students judging one another only by appearance / A story about a mom who wasted her child's college money for plastic surgery for herself


Brainstorming


1 young people - looks & fashion = everything

2 become too superficial

3 e.g. students judge one another by looks, not personality or character

4 cosmetic surgery booming

5 waste of money

6 e.g. story about mom who spent child's university savings on plastic


Outlining



B


1 Cosmetic surgery business is booming.

- individuals waste money on improving appearance

- e.g. read an article about a mom who spent her child's university money on plastic surgery for herself

2 Young people think looks and clothes are everything.

- become superficial and narrow-minded

-e.g. groups at school include others because of how they look, not for their true character


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences



B



Thesis statement
 People place too much emphasis on appearance and fashion.


Topic sentence 1
 Judging from the increase in cosmetic surgery recently, it is obvious that some people consider their appearance to be more important than anything else.


Topic sentence 2
 Many young people believe that how a person looks is the most important quality in an individual.


Summary
 In conclusion, the increase in cosmetic surgery and the weight young people put on appearances and fashion show how individuals in general place too much importance on how they look.


Writing the Details



A



【开头句】
 我们当前的社会充满竞争，因此人们需要抓住每一次机会获得成功。【中心句】
 正因如此，人们注重外表——包括长相和衣着——就变得很重要。


【主题句1】
 首先，好看的外表对一个正在找工作的人来说是很重要的。【概述1】
 好的相貌和衣着常常能够帮助他找到工作。毕竟，面试者给人的第一印象通常是建立在外表上的。因此，一个人如果忽视了自己的外表和衣着，他就有可能在面试中失败。【例子1】
 我哥哥就有过一次这样的经历。几个月前，他得到了他现在的这份工作。最近，他的老板告诉他，其实他一直都在和一位女士竞争这份工作。但是因为我哥哥看起来更加专业，老板决定雇用他，所以他得到了这份工作。【总结句1】
 一个人对外表的注重当然会有助于他的事业发展，对于我哥哥就是这样。


【主题句2】
 其次，如果一个人注重自己的外表，他的自尊心就能增强。【概述2】
 很多人都深受不受人尊重或者自信心缺乏的困扰。然而，那些有着健康体魄同时又衣着时尚的人却常常自我感觉比较好。他们的外表确实给他们更多自信。【例子2】
 关于这一点，我哥哥也是一个很好的例子。他在初中时期比较胖，人很害羞，没什么朋友，在学校也不是很受欢迎。但是，上高中时他开始关注自己的外表，并开始进行体育锻炼。随着他逐渐变瘦，他走出了自己的世界，而且几乎立刻就变成了一个自信的、 喜欢交际的人。这个变化也让他在学校变得更加受欢迎，这样，他对自己的感觉也一天天地好了起来。【总结句2】
 我清楚地看到，人们会因为注重自己的外表而变得更开心，而且会对自己的外表更有自信。


【总结】
 总而言之，人们注重自己的外表是一件好事，因为这有助于他们获得更好的工作，还能提高自信。【最终结论】
 特别关注自己的外表、 衣着时尚无疑是一项有回报的投资。


B



[Opening sentence]
 Today, more than ever, many people seem obsessed with how they look. [Thesis statement]
 Unfortunately, a large number of people place too much emphasis on their personal appearance and fashion.


[Topic sentence 1]
 One example of this is the amount of cosmetic surgery many people are having these days. Judging from the increase in cosmetic surgery recently, it is obvious that some people consider their appearance to be more important than anything else. [General statement 1]
 Because of their infatuation with how they look, they waste their money, which they could spend on more important things, and have cosmetic surgery instead. [Example 1]
 For example, a magazine article reported on a mother who became addicted to cosmetic surgery and was obsessed with improving her appearance. Eventually, she ended up spending her daughter's entire college savings to satisfy her vanity. Because of this mother's actions, her daughter will have difficulty attending college in the future. Sadly, this is not an isolated case, as many more people are wasting money to have surgery. [Closing sentence 1]
 In these instances, cosmetic surgery can have serious negative financial side effects on people and their families.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, many young people believe that how a person looks is the most important quality in an individual. [General statement 2]
 This mentality can make people become very superficial and narrow-minded, characteristics they will keep for the rest of their lives. [Example 2]
 Many students tend to value and accept others into their circle of friends for the sole reasons of how good they look and how fashionable they are. Because of this tendency, many students ignore the true personalities of their classmates and focus upon whether or not they look good. As these students grow older, they will continue to judge people based on their appearance rather than on their character, which may create later conflicts or problems. [Closing sentence 2]
 Undeniably, these days, young people focus too much on a person's outside, that is, his or her looks, and not enough on the person's inside, which is his or her personality.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, the increase in cosmetic surgery and the weight young people put on appearances and fashion show how individuals in general place too much importance on how they look. These two factors can have negative consequences for people, however. [Final comment]
 People should be concerned about their entire being, not just what they show on the outside.


【开头句】
 现在，很多人似乎都被自己的外表所困扰。【中心句】
 不幸的是，很多人过于关注外貌和时尚。


【主题句1】
 其中一个例子就是现在做整容手术的人数日趋增加。从近来整容人数的增加可以明显看出，很多人都认为长相要比其他任何东西都重要。【概述1】
 因为醉心于自己的长相，他们把本可以花在其他更重要的事情上的钱浪费在了整容手术上。【例子1】
 举个例子：一份杂志报道了一位着迷于整容手术的母亲，她总是想着要把自己变漂亮。最后，她把给女儿上大学的钱全都用来满足自己的虚荣心。因为这位母亲的所作所为，她的女儿将来上大学就有困难了。可悲的是，这样的情况并不少见，很多人都在浪费金钱去整容。【总结句1】
 从这些例子来看，整容手术在经济方面会给人们以及他们的家人带来很大的负面影响。


【主题句2】
 其次，很多年轻人都认为外表对于一个人来说是最重要的。【概述2】
 这种想法会使人变得肤浅、 心胸狭窄，一辈子都如此。【例子2】
 很多学生会仅仅以长相如何或是否时尚来评价一个人并决定是否让他进入自己的朋友圈子。因为这种风潮，很多学生会忽视同学的真实个性而只重视其外表是否好看。随着这些学生逐渐长大，他们会继续根据一个人的长相而不是个性去判断他人，这会造成之后的很多冲突或问题。【总结句2】
 不可否认的是，现在的年轻人太看重他人的外在，即外貌，而对于他人的内在，或者说个性却没有给予足够的重视。


【总结】
 总而言之，整容手术数量的增加和年轻人对于长相和时尚的注重表明人们普遍过于看重外貌，而这会给人们带来负面影响。【最终结论】
 人们应当关注自己的各个方面，而不仅仅是外表。


Completing & Checking Your Essay



A



Agree


Some people like to spend their hard-earned money on short-term pleasures such as summer vacations. However, I think it is better to spend money on things like expensive jewelry, which will last a long time, because these items will give people enjoyment for years and years and will also be solid investments for people's retirements.

Short-term pleasures are exactly that: short term. Purchasing expensive items is better because of their longevity. That is, people will have opportunities to enjoy them for a much longer period than, for instance, a one- or two-week vacation. For example, when they were younger, my grandparents saved their money and bought a small country home. For years, they vacationed there in the summer. However, that was not their only intention. They planned for it to remain in the family for as long as possible so that future generations could also enjoy it. In this sense, it is desirable that people buy more expensive items which will last a long time because they will be able to enjoy them for a much greater period of time.

Also, purchasing things that last a long time could allow people to retire earlier. If they use their money wisely by investing in valuable items, they will be able to gain large returns on them and enjoy their lives for longer periods after retiring. Furthermore, they will not have to work as long as people who do not purchase long-lasting, valuable items that increase in value. For example, my uncle always invested his money in diamonds instead of spending it on short-term pleasures such as trips, and, thanks to the money he earned from his investments, he was able to retire at the age of fifty. In the long run, investing clearly outweighs spending.

In conclusion, I firmly believe that people should spend their money on long-lasting items because they will enjoy them for a longer period of time and possibly even be able to retire earlier than they had expected if they have invested wisely. While trips and other short-lived pleasures may be fun, they are not really good uses of a person's money.

有的人喜欢把自己辛苦赚来的钱花在一些短暂的欢愉上，比如说暑期度假。但是，我认为把钱花在珠宝这种可以长期保存的东西上更好，因为这些东西会给人们带来长期的快乐，而且还可以作为一项固定投资以备人们退休时使用。

短暂欢愉名副其实。买昂贵的东西更好，因为它们寿命长。也就是说，人们可以长期地享有它们，而不像为期一周或两周的假期那般短暂。举个例子，我祖父母年轻的时候攒钱买了一个农家小院。多年来，他们总是在夏天去那度假，而那不是他们唯一的目的。他们打算把这个院子留下来，这样后代人也可以享用它。这样看来，人们把钱花在更贵的、 能持续很长时间的东西上更值得，因为可以更长时间地享用。

其次，买一些可以长久保存的东西可以使人们提前退休。如果人们明智地把钱投资在一些贵重的东西上，他们就能够从这些东西上得到很大回报，并在他们退休后长时间地享受生活。此外，他们不用像那些不在保值物品上投资的人们那样长久工作。举个例子，我叔叔总把钱投资在钻石上，而不是花在旅行这样的短暂欢愉之上。多亏他投资赚的钱，他能在五十岁的时候就退休了。从长远来看，投资明显比消费更好。

总之，我坚信人们应当把钱花在持久的东西上，因为人们能够在很长一段时间里享用它们，甚至能够因为这种明智投资而较早地退休。虽然旅行和其他短暂的欢愉可能会带来很多乐趣，但那并不是使用钱财的好方法。


Disagree


While some people say it is best to spend money on long-lasting items such as jewelry, I totally disagree with their opinion. Purchasing expensive items leaves people with not enough money for them to enjoy other pleasures in their lives.

First of all, long-lasting items such as jewelry require people to spend large sums of money. If someone invests in these items, that person may not have enough money to buy anything else. Furthermore, things that last a long time are usually put away for safekeeping and are never really enjoyed by their owners. For example, a friend of my father's sometimes spent much of his salary on expensive necklaces and earrings for his wife. Of course, she was happy, but she never wore them for fear of losing them. Also, they could never buy other nice things for themselves because he spent all of his money on buying her jewelry. Spending money on long-lasting things only ties up people's money and reduces the quality of their lives.

Also, individuals who buy long-lasting items will miss out on enjoying their lives by doing things like traveling. Once they spend all of their money on expensive items such as jewelry, they will have nothing left to do the things they want to do, like, for example, see the world. This situation is very sad because life is short, and no one knows what the future will bring. People should spend money for their current enjoyment rather than save it for the distant future. For instance, my great uncle always invested his money in old books instead of taking his family on vacations and spending time with them. Because of this, his family never had the opportunity to travel together and make wonderful memories that would last for years. Instead of spending money on long-lasting things, people should instead spend their money on fun-filled trips with friends or family.

In conclusion, people who spend money on long-lasting, expensive items like jewelry limit their ability to buy other things for themselves and deprive themselves of the opportunity to travel and truly enjoy life. People should spend their money on fun things and not worry about the fact that they are short-term pleasures because you never know what the future will bring.

虽然有人认为最好是把钱花在那些能够持久的东西上，比如珠宝，我却完全不同意他们的观点。买那些昂贵的东西会让人们没有足够的钱享受生活中的其他快乐。

首先，像珠宝这样能够持久的东西需要人们花很多钱。如果把钱投资在这些东西上，就没有钱去买其他东西了。此外，这些能够持久的东西通常都因为安全问题而被收起来，并不能给拥有者带来真正的快乐。举个例子，我爸爸的一个朋友总是把大部分工资用来给太太买昂贵的项链和耳环。她的太太当然很开心，可是她从来都不戴这些珠宝，因为担心会弄丢。而且因为他把钱都花在珠宝上了，他们就不能买其他的好东西。把钱花在那些能持久的东西上只会让人们手头更紧，降低他们的生活质量。

其次，买持久东西的人会错过享受生活中其他乐趣的机会，比如旅行。 一旦人们把所有的钱都花在珠宝之类的昂贵物品上，就没有多余的钱去做自己想做的事，比如环游世界。这种情况是很悲哀的，因为人生短暂，没有人知道将来会是什么样子。人们应当把钱花在现在的享受上，而不是把钱留给遥远的将来。举个例子，我的叔祖父总是把钱投资在古书上，而不带家人出去度假，也不与家人待在一起。 因此，他们家一直没有机会一起旅行，制造一些可以留存很多年的美好回忆。人们应当把钱花在和朋友或家人共度的美好假期上，而不是把钱花在持久的东西上。

总之，人们把钱花在像珠宝这样持久的昂贵东西上，会限制他们购买其他东西的能力，也会剥夺他们去旅行和真正享受生活的机会。人们应当把钱花在有意思的事情上，而不用在意它们只是短暂的欢愉，因为你永远都不知道未来会是什么样子。

Unit 10 Culture & Leisure


Understanding the Topic


2 Cheaper & travel for a longer period / Not restricted by schedule →freedom to do whatever one wants

3 Older brother backpacked in Southeast Asia →more economical, could see more, & travel longer / Mom and Dad traveled to Europe on their own →more freedom & better overall experience


Brainstorming


1 cheaper

2 travel for a longer period

3 e.g. brother backpacked in Southeast Asia

4 no restrictions

5 free to do anything

6 e.g. Mom and Dad traveled independently in Europe


Outlining



B


1 Cheaper

- travel for a longer time

- e.g. older brother backpacked in Southeast Asia →traveled longer because saved money compared to group tour

2 No restrictions

- freedom to do anything →eat and stay wherever you want

-e.g. parents enjoyed independent travel over group tour in Europe


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences



B



Thesis statement
 I believe that it is much better for individuals to travel independently than to take a costly group tour.


Topic sentence 1
 Traveling by oneself is much more economical than a group tour.


Topic sentence 2
 Traveling by oneself is not as restrictive as going on a group tour.


Summary
 In conclusion, traveling by oneself is the best option because it is not as expensive or as restrictive as group tours. Traveling alone enables people to take longer trips and have more positive experiences than traveling in a large group.


Writing the Details



A



【开头句】
 很多人都喜欢独自旅行而不喜欢跟团旅行或参加包办旅行。但不幸的是，他们总是不能很好地度假。其实，人们应该考虑团体旅行。【中心句】
 对于计划去度假的人来说，跟团旅行是最好的选择。


【主题句1】
 首先，旅行团会为游客计划好整个旅行日程。【概述1】
 因为旅行团已经安排了所有事情，游客就不需要担心要去哪里和怎么去，他们只需要放松地享受整个旅行过程，而不需要担心任何事情。【例子1】
 举个例子，我们全家曾经跟旅行团到中国旅行。旅行社安排了一切。他们为我们预订好了酒店，安排好了交通和游览行程。我们一家不需要担心任何事情，只需要看看旅行社为我们提供的日程表然后照做就行了。多亏了旅行社，我们才能轻松地享受整个旅行。这对于我爸爸来说就很轻松了，因为他不用每分钟都在担心我们要去的下一个地方在哪里。总而言之，我们的旅途非常愉快。【总结句1】
 跟团旅行使人们不用费心地计划每天的行程，还让游客没有任何压力地享受假期。


【主题句2】
 跟团旅行的另一个好处是它可以让人们在旅途中交流、 沟通。【概述2】
 游客们可以和那些自己可能永远都没机会遇见的人结下深厚的友谊，因为他们要在一起旅行很多天。【例子2】
 举个例子，我父母就是跟着旅行团去俄罗斯度蜜月，在旅途中遇见了另一对夫妇，他们在一起玩得很开心。多年之后他们依然是好朋友，而且还不时地相约出去旅行。如果我父母是自己去度蜜月的，那么他们就不可能遇到这对夫妇，也就错过了这份难得的友情。【总结句2】
 不像独自旅行，跟团旅行可以使人们遇到其他同行的人并且帮助他们建立牢固的友谊。


【总结】
 总而言之，再也没有比跟团旅行更好的旅行方式了，旅行团会帮你安排好旅途中的每件事，而且能为游客提供一个遇见其他人并建立持久友谊的机会。【最终结论】
 跟团旅游是最好的旅行方式。


B



[Opening sentence]
 These days, more and more people are taking trips during their vacations. And group package tours are more popular than ever. [Thesis statement]
 However, I believe that it is much better for individuals to travel independently than to take a costly group tour.


[Topic sentence 1]
 First of all, traveling by oneself is much more economical than taking a group tour. [General statement 1]
 Since many people travel on budgets, it is often very important for them to save money. Additionally, with the money they save, people will be able to travel for longer periods of time if they choose. [Example 1]
 For example, my older brother once backpacked for a month in Southeast Asia. He said that if he had taken a group tour, he would only have been able to have traveled for less than a week. Because he went on the trip by himself, he was able to extend his stay for nearly a month and could therefore see more fascinating places. [Closing sentence 1]
 Because group tours are so expensive, people should travel independently and enjoy longer trips with the money they save from not taking a package tour.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, traveling by oneself is not as restrictive as going on a group tour. [General statement 2]
 When people travel by themselves, they are not restricted and have the freedom to choose where they will eat or stay, which can make for a more enjoyable experience. [Example 2]
 For instance, my parents have taken two trips to Europe: one on their own and the other with a group tour. On the group tour, they were forced to visit certain places that they were not interested in. When they got back home, they felt as if they had wasted much of their trip. However, they thoroughly enjoyed the trip that they took by themselves. The reason is that they felt free to change their schedule whenever they found something they wanted to see or do. They also found many interesting places on their own that a tour group would have never taken them to see. [Closing sentence 2]
 Clearly, traveling on one's own gives people more freedom, which is something people do not often have when they go on group tours.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, traveling by oneself is the best option because it is not as expensive or as restrictive as group tours. Traveling alone enables people to take longer trips and have more positive experiences than traveling in a large group. [Final comment]
 People who want to be free to determine their own trips should always avoid group tours and travel by themselves.


【开头句】
 现在，越来越多的人喜欢在假期的时候出去旅行。随旅行团旅行变得比以前更加流行。【中心句】
 然而，我却认为如果一个人要去旅行，自己独自旅行要比花很多钱跟团旅行更好。


【主题句1】
 首先，自己旅行要比跟团旅行更经济实惠。【概述1】
 因为很多人旅行需要控制预算，所以对于他们来说省钱就常常很重要。而且，用那些剩下来的钱，他们还可以旅行更长时间。【例子1】
 举个例子，我哥哥有次在东南亚背包旅行了一个月。他说，如果他参加了旅行团，他也许只能旅行不到一周。因为他是自己旅行，所以在那里旅行了近一个月的时间，因此看到了更多迷人的景色。【总结句1】
 因为跟团旅行很昂贵，人们应当自己去旅行，这样他们就能够用没有跟团旅行而剩下来的钱去享受更长时间的旅行。


【主题句2】
 其次，自己旅行没有跟团旅行那么多限制。【概述2】
 当人们独自旅行时，他们没有任何限制，可以自由选择在哪里吃住，这可以使旅途更愉快。【例子2】
 举个例子，我父母去欧洲旅行过两次：一次是自己去的，另外一次是跟旅行团去的。跟团旅行的时候，他们被迫参观了几个他们并不感兴趣的地方，回来以后觉得浪费了很多时间。然而，他们完全享受自己去的旅行。原因是当发现一些想看的东西或者想做的事情时，他们可以自由地改变自己的时间表。而且，他们在旅途中还发现了很多在跟团旅行时不会被带去看的有意思的地方。【总结句2】
 显然，人们自己旅行可以更自由，这是跟团旅行时通常不会有的。


【总结】
 总而言之，自己旅行是最好的选择，因为它没有跟团旅行那么贵，也不那么受限制。自己旅行可以使人们旅行更长时间而且还能有更多有意思的经历。【最终结论】
 想要自由决定旅途的人应当选择自己旅行，而应避免跟团旅行。


Completing & Checking Your Essay



A



Agree


Movies and television play important roles in the lives of many people. However, when it comes to young people, the effects of movies and television are usually more negative than positive because they promote violence and laziness.

Visual media today is simply too violent for young people. Because of this violence, the young are taught that fighting and guns are solutions to their problems, and some of them may actually take similar violent actions themselves. They are too young to differentiate between the fiction of TV and movies and the reality of their lives. Furthermore, young people become desensitized to violence because it is all over television and movies. One example is the increase of violence at my school over the past few years. One of my teachers told us that when she started working at the school, there were hardly ever any fights. Yet today, there are more and more of them. She believes the reason for these fights is the excessive violence students see in movies and on television. It is obvious that they have negative effects on young people when it comes to violence.

Another negative effect movies, and especially television, have on young people is that they make children and teens lazy. Young people watch too much television instead of doing other activities like their homework or interacting with their families. In fact, these days, many articles on the Internet discuss how people watching too much television is one of the major causes of this situation. Students are spending more time in front of their TVs than they are reading books or doing their homework, and their grades are suffering from it. If they continue with this situation, they will not perform well in their jobs later in their lives, and they will lack the motivation to improve their lives. Clearly, TV and movies are making young people much less diligent.

In conclusion, movies and television have negative effects on young people today because children and teens often imitate the violence they view and they simply spend too much time watching television instead of focusing on their studies. Watching fewer movies and TV programs would probably have a more positive impact on young people in general these days.

电影和电视在很多人的生活中扮演着重要的角色。但是对年轻人来说，我认为电影和电视的消极影响通常要比积极影响更大，因为它们会促使暴力和懒惰的产生。

现在的视觉媒体对于年轻人来说太暴力。因为其中的暴力，年轻人被告知战争和枪支是解决问题的方法。有的年轻人可能会真的采取类似的暴力行为。他们还太年轻，无法把电影电视中的虚构与生活当中的现实区分开来。而且，因为电影电视充斥着暴力成分，年轻人对暴力变得麻木。其中一个例子是我们学校过去几年暴力事件的增加。我的一位老师告诉我，当她刚开始在我们学校工作的时候，这里基本上没有什么打架事件。但是现在，打架事件却越来越多。她觉得这些打架事件的原因就是学生们在电影和电视中看了过多暴力场面。很明显，说到暴力问题，电影和电视对年轻人是有消极影响的。

电影尤其是电视的另一个消极影响是，它使青少年变得懒惰。年轻人看太多电视，而花在其他活动比如做家庭作业或者与家人交流的时间就很少。事实上，现在网上有好多文章都在讨论人们看电视过多是这一情况产生的主要原因。学生们看电视的时间比读书或者做作业的时间多，所以他们的成绩也受影响。如果这种情况继续下去，他们将来工作了也不会有好的表现，而且他们也会缺乏改善自己生活的动力。很明显，电影和电视使得年轻人变得不那么勤奋了。

总而言之，电影和电视对于现在年轻人的影响是消极的，因为青少年常常会模仿他们所看的暴力片段，而且他们总是花太多的时间看电视，而没有专注于自己的学习。因此少看一些电影和电视节目可能对现在的年轻人有更积极的影响。


Disagree


Many people today blame movies and TV for having negative effects on young people. I completely disagree with this notion because the right kind of movie or television program can be highly educational as well as motivational.

Of course, there is a lot of trash on TV and the big screen these days. However, if parents guide their kids and have them watch worthwhile programs such as documentaries or even the news, their children can learn important information instead of just being entertained. For example, my father has always enjoyed watching the documentary Animal Planet, and he has gotten me into it as well. I never realized how much I was fascinated by animals and how complex their lives really are. Actually, I have even considered becoming a veterinarian mainly because of my exposure to Animal Planet. Without TV, I may never have found what I want to do as my career. Television and movies can definitely have positive effects on young people these days.

Also, movies and television can open up our eyes to the world. Without visual media, our world would be a much smaller place, and certain shows can motivate us to make the world we live in a better place. In this sense, they can have very positive effects on young people by encouraging them to change the world. For example, I often watch the Discovery Channel, which has programs on problems such as diseases and food shortages that people face in Africa. Eventually, with my parent's help, I began to donate some money each month to help people in Africa. Without television, I would not have known how serious the situation was there and would never have tried to help. In this way, because of TV, I was motivated to help poor and desperate people in far-off lands whom I do not even know.

In summary, television and movies can have very positive effects on young people because they can educate them about the world and motivate them to do good deeds. Television opens up the world around us and can be a positive aspect in anyone's life so long as that person avoids all of the trivial programming.

现在很多人都指责电影和电视对年轻人有消极影响。我却完全不同意这种观点，因为好的电影和电视节目具有很强的教育意义并能激人上进。

当然，现在的电视和电影上也有很多垃圾。但是，如果父母能够引导自己的孩子让他们看一些值得看的节目，比方说纪录片甚至是新闻，那么孩子就能够从中学到很多重要的知识，而不仅仅是娱乐了。举个例子，我爸爸一直很喜欢看《动物世界》的纪录片节目，在他的影响下，我也喜欢上了这个节目。之前，我从来都没有想过我会对动物如此着迷，也从来没想到动物的生活是那么复杂。事实上，现在我甚至一直在考虑将来要做一名兽医, 主要的原因就是我看了《动物世界》。没有电视，我可能到现在还不知道我将来想做什么工作呢。所以电影和电视对于现在的年轻人绝对有积极的影响。

其次，电影和电视能够开阔我们的视野，增加对世界的认识。没有了视觉传媒，我们的世界将会变得很小。有些节目还能促使我们去把我们居住的这个世界变得更好。这样，电影和电视通过鼓励年轻人去改变世界而积极地影响着他们。举个例子，我经常看“探索频道”，其中有很多节目是关于非洲地区人们所面临的疾病和食物短缺问题。后来，在我父母的帮助之下，我开始每个月捐一点钱去帮助非洲的人们。没有电视，我永远也不会知道非洲人民的生活情况是那么的糟糕，也不会试图要去帮助他们。因为电视，我才有了动机去帮助那些生活在遥远的土地上贫穷而绝望的陌生人。

总而言之，电影和电视对年轻人有着积极的影响，因为它们能让人们了解世界，并促使人们去做一些好事。电视为我们展现了周围世界，而且只要不去看那些毫无价值的节目，它对于我们每个人的生活都有着积极的影响。

Unit 11 School & Education I


Understanding the Topic


4 Have more free time →more study time for harder classes / Get a higher GPA → more scholarship money

5 Easy course load →do well in ethics class, my most difficult class / Older sister got high grade → got scholarship


Brainstorming


1 have more free time

2 more study time for harder classes

3 e.g. did well in difficult ethics class

4 get a higher GPA

5 more opportunity for scholarships

6 e.g. older sister boosted GPA & got a scholarship


Outlining



B


1 Have more free time

- extra study time for harder classes

- e.g. easier classes helped me do well in ethics class

2 Easier class boosts GPA

- more opportunity for scholarships

-e.g. older sister got high grade →money for graduate school


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences



B



Thesis statement
 High grades are the most important objectives at college or university, and a good GPA can only be maintained by taking some easy courses.


Topic sentence 1
 Taking easier classes will free up time for students.


Topic sentence 2
 Taking easier classes will boost students' GPAs.


Summary
 It is clear that taking easier courses is beneficial for students because it will give them more time to study for their most difficult classes, thereby helping them get good GPAs.


Writing the Details
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【开头句】
 很多学生上大学之后总是选择学习那些最容易的课程以保持较高的成绩平均积分点（GPA）。【中心句】
 然而，我认为选择那些有挑战性的、 有难度的课程能让我充分挖掘自己的潜力，即使考试分数并不是名列前茅。


【主题句1】
 首先，选择那些有挑战性的、 有难度的课程能够让我学到更多的知识，而且还能提高我的学习能力。【概述1】
 在这类课程当中，教授对学生的要求要严格得多，而且期望学生做到最好。【例子1】
 举个例子，我曾经选修过一门数学课，教这门课的老师以严厉著称，她也的确名副其实。我每天晚上都有很多作业要做，有时课上也很难熬。但是我最后还是习惯了繁重的作业任务，而且老师虽然严厉却很公平，在她的课上我学到的知识比我之前在任何一门课上学到的都要多。【总结句1】
 要想学到更多知识，选择有挑战性的课程绝对是个好办法。


【主题句2】
 其次，通过给自己设立更高的目标，不论是作为学生还是作为普通人来说，我都能比我设定低目标或者没有设定目标时收获更大。【概述2】
 完成那些有难度的课程而不去管最后的分数会增加我的自信并且丰富我的学习经验。【例子2】
 去年我第一次选了法语课。一开始我很紧张，这门课也很费神。但是最后，我在这门课上增添了很多自信。今年，我继续选了法语课，因为我的法语学习经验，这门课变得更简单了。对于我来说，学习经验和自信是最重要的，而不是得到一个高分。【总结句2】
 在大学期间选择更难的课程很显然要比简单的课程好。


【总结】
 分数并不代表一切。选择具有挑战性的课程更有好处。 作为学生，我们将学习到更多的知识并且增加自己的自信和学习经验。这要比在容易的课程当中取得的高分在将来更有用处。【最终结论】
 选择简单的课程也许能得到高分，但是具有挑战性的课程却能为一个学生的将来做准备。
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[Opening sentence]
 Some university students take difficult courses, and their GPAs, as well as their lives, begin to suffer. [Thesis statement]
 High grades are the most important objectives at college or university, and a good GPA can only be maintained by taking some easy courses.


[Topic sentence 1]
 To begin with, taking easier courses will free up time for students. [General statement 1]
 Easier classes will give them more time to study for their tougher mandatory subjects and also let them get out and meet new people. [Example 1]
 For instance, my ethics class is the only hard class I currently have. Because I don't really have to study for my other classes too much, I can focus more attention on my ethics class and therefore do better in it. If all of my classes were hard, I would never have enough time to do well in every one of them. [Closing sentence 1]
 All in all, easy classes are the best bet because they will give students more time to focus on the classes they find difficult.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, taking easier classes will boost students' GPAs. [General statement 2]
 Having high grades will allow students to gain more scholarships and fund their educations. However, if students took only hard classes, their GPAs would decrease, and funding would not be available to them. [Example 2]
 For example, my older sister took a basic math class in college and got an A+ in it. This high grade made her GPA skyrocket and helped her get an academic scholarship the next semester. If she had taken an advanced math course, she probably would have gotten a lower grade and would not have received the scholarship. [Closing sentence 2]
 Taking easier classes is therefore necessary to get a high GPA.


[Summary]
 It is clear that taking easier courses is beneficial for students because it will give them more time to study for their most difficult classes, thereby helping them get good GPAs. [Final comment]
 Top-notch grades can only be secured by taking the easiest classes available and avoiding the difficult ones.


【开头句】
 有些大学生常常选择比较难的课程，从此他们的成绩平均积分点和生活就开始遭殃。【中心句】
 高分是大学最重要的目标，而只有选择那些容易的课程才能让我们保持高分。


【主题句1】
 首先，选择容易的课程可以让学生有一些自由的时间。【概述1】
 容易的课程会给学生更多时间去学习难的必修课，而且还能让他们出去结交新朋友。【例子1】
 举个例子，我的伦理学课是我现在选的唯一一门比较难的课程，因为我不需要花太多时间去学习其他课程，我可以把更多精力放在伦理学上，因此这门课我学得很好。如果我所有的课程都很难，我就不会有足够时间把每门课都学好。【总结句1】
 总之，容易的课程是最好的选择，因为这样可以让学生们有更多时间去学习那些他们认为有难度的课程。


【主题句2】
 其次，选择容易的课程可以提高学生的学习成绩。【概述2】
 高分能使学生们获得更多的奖学金去支撑他们的学业。然而，如果学生只选有难度的课，他们的成绩平均积分点就会下降，也就得不到奖学金资助了。【例子2】
 举个例子，我姐姐上大学的时候选了一门基础数学课程并且得到了一个A+，这个高分让她的成绩平均积分点有了很大的提高，并且帮助她赢得了第二学期的学术奖学金。如果她选了一门高等数学课，她的分数可能就会比较低，可能就得不到奖学金了。【总结句2】
 因此，选择容易的课程对得到高分是必要的。


【总结】
 很明显，选择容易的课程对学生是有好处的，因为它会给学生更多的时间去学习他们最难的课程，这样就能帮他们取得高平均积分点。【最终结论】
 所以，选择容易的课程、 避免难的课程是取得高分的唯一保证。


Completing & Checking Your Essay



A



Agree


Most students rush directly from high school to college without taking a break. However, I believe it is more beneficial to take a yearlong break before entering university because it will give me a chance to read many books and to earn extra money for college.

A yearlong break between high school and university would give me time to read various books before entering university. Before I enter university, I will have to spend most of my time preparing for the college entrance exam and will not have much time to read as I would like. A year's break will give me a chance to read as well as recharge my batteries to get ready for a demanding university schedule. I usually use my summer and winter vacation to catch up on my reading and keep my mind active. Still, there are many books that I have not read. A yearlong break would give me ample opportunity to catch up on my reading and prepare me for a college reading load.

Also, the yearlong break would give me a chance to do a part-time job to save money for college. I know my parents can pay for my tuition with little problem, but I would like to take some responsibility and save some money myself at least to help out. My sister is a good example of this. Before she entered college, she worked for a year to save money for college. She said the money came in very handy once she was in school. She also felt good about not having to ask our parents for spending money all the time. Therefore, in my opinion, a yearlong break is a good idea for students to work and save some money for college.

In summary, taking a year's break would definitely be beneficial to me because it would give me time to read extensively and earn supplemental money for college. Reading will prepare my mind for college, and working will allow me to save extra money without having to rely on my parents. Without a year's break, these two excellent opportunities would not be available to me.

大部分学生没有经过一段长时间的休整就直接从高中进入大学。然而，我却认为在上大学之前休整一年会更好，因为这样我就有机会读很多书并赚些钱。

在高中和大学之间的这一年休假会让我有时间在上大学之前读许多书。在上大学之前，我必须把大部分时间花在准备高考上而没什么时间读我喜欢的书。一年的休假能给我一个读书的机会而且能够为我紧张的大学学习做好准备。我通常都是用寒暑假的时间读书以使我的思维保持活跃。然而，仍然有很多书我还没有读过。一年的休假会让我有充足的机会补读这些书并为大学的阅读任务做准备。

其次，一年的休假会给我机会做一份兼职从而为上大学赚一些钱。我知道我父母在支付我的大学学费上几乎没什么困难，但是我想承担一份责任，自己攒些钱，至少出点力。关于这一点我姐姐是一个很好的例子。上大学之前，她为了攒钱支付大学费用工作了一年。她说她上大学的时候这些钱派上了用场。而且她也为不用向父母要零花钱而感到很开心。因此，在我看来，一年的休假对于学生来说是一个好主意，因为他们可以参加工作并为上大学赚一些钱。

总而言之，休假一年一定对我有好处，因为它会使我有时间去博览群书并为上大学赚一些钱。读书能从思想方面为我上大学做好准备，工作则能让我攒一些钱，这样我就不用依赖父母了。没有一年的休假，我就不可能拥有这两个好机会。


Disagree


While some students might think it is good idea to take a yearlong break before entering university, I completely disagree for a number of reasons. First, if a student takes a yearlong break, he might forget much of what he learned at school. Second, a student who takes a break from school may never enroll in university at all.

To begin, a year is a long time for a young person, so it may cause the person to lose much of the knowledge he worked so hard to attain. Because of the large time gap between high school and college, once a student enters college, he will have a hard time readjusting to the classroom. He also runs a high risk of doing poorly in university or college and perhaps may even drop out permanently. For example, I read a magazine article about a student who took a yearlong break between high school and university. He regretted that he ever did such a thing. By the time he finally entered college, he could not readjust to the classroom atmosphere. He said he lacked the necessary discipline because he had taken such a long break. Unfortunately, he failed most of his classes and finally dropped out of school. Obviously, continuous schooling is the best strategy.

Furthermore, if a student takes a long break, he may lose interest in university altogether or simply never enroll. Some students who take time off and get jobs become obsessed with making money. Money, not education, rules their world, so they forget about college, which would give them a better quality of life in the long run. My neighbor always tells me to stay in school because, with the education I will receive there, I will have a more lucrative career in the future. My neighbor had the opportunity to go to college but did not go immediately, so he eventually gave up school for a full-time job. Though he likes his job, he has fewer opportunities for promotions because he never graduated from university. Staying in school removes the risk of becoming sidetracked and missing out on better, higher paying jobs.

In conclusion, students who take yearlong breaks between high school and university run the risks of being unable to adapt to the university climate and failing their classes. They may also have to settle for jobs that are not as profitable as those which college graduates can find. Such a decision will only work against them later in life.

虽然一些学生可能认为在上大学之前最好能有一年的休假，我却完全不同意这种想法，原因有很多。首先，如果学生休假一年，他可能会忘记他在学校里所学的许多知识。其次，学生休假一年之后可能永远都不会再进入大学了。

首先，对年轻人来说，一年是很长的一段时间，它会让一个人丢掉他辛苦学来的知识。因为高中和大学之间巨大的时间空缺，学生一旦进入大学，会很难调整自己以适应大学课程。他在大学期间的学习成绩可能会很糟糕，甚至可能会永远辍学。举个例子，我在杂志上读过一篇文章，讲了一个学生曾在高中和大学之间休假一年。他很后悔自己休了一年假。到他最终进入大学时，他无法重新调整自己去适应课堂的氛围。他说因为长时间的休假使他缺乏必要的自律。不幸的是，他很多课程都没有通过，最后辍学了。很明显，持续的在校学习是最好的策略。

其次，如果一个学生长时间休假，他可能会对大学丧失兴趣或者不去大学注册。有些学生休假去参加工作之后就喜欢上赚钱的感觉。钱，不是学习，主宰了他们的世界，所以他们会忘记大学，而大学却能在日后为他们提供更好的生活质量。我的邻居总是告诉我要待在学校里，因为有了在那里接受的教育，将来我就会有一个高收入的工作。他以前本来是有机会上大学的，但他没立即去，所以最后他放弃了学习而去全职工作。虽然他喜欢自己的工作，但因为他不是大学毕业生，很少有晋升的机会。待在学校里不会使人脱离正轨，错失得到更高收入、 更好工作的机会。

总而言之，那些在上大学前休假一年的学生很可能会无法适应大学里的气氛，课程无法通过。而且他们得到的工作也没有那些大学毕业生找到的工作收入高。这样的决定只会对他们将来的生活带来坏处。

Unit 12 School & Education II


Understanding the Topic


4 Can be faithful to their original duty →fill students with information / Make their classes more valuable

5 Some teachers - not friendly but taught the best / A young teacher in high school →friendly but had no authority


Brainstorming


1 not paid to be friendly with students

2 my only concern → what a teacher can teach me

3 e.g. some teachers - not friendly but the best teachers ever

4 some friendly teachers = the worst teachers

5 try to be cool but don't focus on teaching

6 e.g. a young teacher in high school - hung out with students → had no authority


Outlining
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1 Teachers are not paid to be friendly with students.

- my only concern → what a teacher can teach me

- e.g. some teachers in my school days →were not friendly but taught the best

2 Some teachers who try to be friendly with the students = the worst teachers

- do not focus on teaching →their classes = wastes of time

-e.g. a young teacher in high school →friendly with the students but no discipline


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences
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Thesis statement
 My best teachers have been people who did not relate to the students but who instead managed to teach the class a lot.


Topic sentence 1
 Teachers are not being paid to be friends with students but should instead be filling them with information.


Topic sentence 2
 Teachers who try to be friendly with the students are often the worst ones I have ever had.


Summary
 It is better for a teacher to pass on knowledge to the students than to be able to relate well to them since it is what he/she is paid for and at least it will keep him/her from being a bad teacher.


Writing the Details
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【开头句】
 有些人认为给学生传授知识的能力是一名教师最重要的品质。【中心句】
 然而，在当前这个时代，一位老师如果不能很好地与自己的学生相处就不能吸引学生的注意并且赢得他们的尊重，而这两点在教学当中是非常重要的。


【主题句1】
 现在，老师不仅要知道如何吸引学生的注意，还要懂得如何在教学中一直牵引着学生的注意力。【概述1】
 在过去的几十年中，我们的社会发生了翻天覆地的变化，现在的学生的兴趣与十几二十年前的学生们的截然不同。【例子1】
 举个例子，我们现在生活在一个被电子产品（特别是电脑）主宰的时代。大部分我这个年龄的学生都知道如何使用所有最新的玩意儿。但不幸的是，很多老师们简直是科技白痴，所以在这点上他们跟学生之间很难有共同语言。大部分的老师从不将科技融入教学，他们只是一味地讲课，这使得他们的课堂很枯燥。可是有的老师会在课堂上使用电脑，比方说用幻灯片讲课，这对他们吸引学生的注意有很大的帮助。【总结句1】
 能在科技等方面和学生有共同语言的老师绝对更能吸引学生的注意。


【主题句2】
 要想和学生相处得好，老师还必须能得到学生的敬仰。【概述2】
 他们必须在课堂上严格要求学生，但是他们也应当了解他们的学生什么时候由于什么原因不能好好学习。【例子2】
 举个例子，我以前的几位老师在课堂上总是要求很严格，这让他们的课程变得很难。但是我一直很尊敬这些老师。原因是他们知道什么时候把学生逼得太紧了。当我们因太多的考试而疲惫不堪时，他们就不会给我们布置家庭作业，或者讲一堂很有趣的课让我们放松一下。而且，我知道我可以找有些老师谈我的个人问题。我觉得他们会理解我的问题而且能给我一些建议。【总结句2】
 因为这些老师能够和学生相处得很好，比起其他老师，学生就更尊重他们。


【总结】
 从我的经验来看，最好的老师应当是那些能够和学生很好相处的老师。这样，他们能在课堂上吸引学生的注意并且赢得学生的尊重。【最终结论】
 那些无法和学生很好相处的老师往往在课堂上也有更多的困难。
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[Opening sentence]
 Is a teacher's ability to relate well with the students more important than the ability to teach them well? [Thesis statement]
 My answer to this question is definitely negative. In my experience, my best teachers have been people who did not relate to the students but who instead managed to teach the class a lot.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Teachers are not being paid to be friends with students but should instead be filling them with information. [General statement 1]
 I am not interested in hanging out with a teacher but am only concerned with what he can teach me. [Example 1]
 During my school years, I have had many teachers who were not friendly to the students. In fact, some students were quite intimidated by them. The students would never have dreamed of talking to these teachers about personal matters. However, these teachers were some of the best I ever had. The lessons they taught me have stayed with me for years, and I have never forgotten their classes. In fact, some of them even influenced me to study more on my own outside of class. [Closing sentence 1]
 With these teachers, the fact that they were unfriendly had nothing to do with how much I learned in their classes.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Additionally, teachers who try to be friendly with the students are often the worst ones I have ever had. [General statement 2]
 These teachers are typically more concerned with being cool and having students like them, so they do not focus on teaching, which makes their classes complete wastes of time. [Example 2]
 Here is one example. One of my teachers in high school had only graduated from college a few years earlier. So he was not much older than the students. He thought he could be friends with the students and hang out with them. Unfortunately, when he tried to enforce discipline in the classroom, everyone ignored him. Also, since he was more concerned with his image, he never taught very demanding lessons. He almost never gave homework, and his tests were easy. While getting a high grade was nice, I realized I had learned almost nothing in his class and that it had been a waste of time. [Closing sentence 2]
 Because of him, I realized that having a cool teacher is less important than having a teacher who takes his classes seriously.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, I strongly feel it is better for a teacher to pass on knowledge to the students than to be able to relate well to them since it is what he is paid for, and at least it will keep him from being a bad teacher. [Final comment]
 A teacher that relates well might be fun for a while, but I go to school to learn, not to hang out with a teacher and be friends with him.


【开头句】
 一位老师与学生友好相处的能力要比他教学的能力更重要吗？【中心句】
 关于这个问题，我的答案一定是否定的。从我个人的经验来看，我最好的老师都是那些和学生关系一般但课却教得很好的人。


【主题句1】
 老师拿工资不是因为他们能和学生友好相处，而是因为他们给学生传授知识。【概述1】
 我对于和老师有多好的个人关系不感兴趣，我关心的只是他能教给我什么。【例子1】
 在我上学的时候，有很多老师对学生并不友好。事实上，有的学生很怕他们。这些学生绝不会梦想和这些老师讨论个人问题。然而，这些老师却是我所见过的最好的老师。他们给我讲的课让我很多年都记忆犹新，从来不曾忘记。事实上，他们中的有些老师甚至影响我在课外去学习更多知识。【总结句1】
 这些老师虽然不那么友好，但是这和我从他们的课上学到多少知识没有丝毫关系。


【主题句2】
 而且，那些努力和学生友好相处的老师通常都是我遇到的最差的老师。【概述2】
 这些老师通常更关心扮酷和让学生喜欢他们，所以他们并没有关注教学，上他们的课完全是浪费时间。【例子2】
 这里有一个例子：我高中时有位老师，刚大学毕业没几年，所以比学生大不了多少。他觉得自己可以和学生们成为朋友，常常和学生出去玩。不幸的是，当他试图在课堂上强调纪律的时候，每个人都不当回事。而且因为他更关注个人形象，他从没教过高要求的课。他几乎没留过家庭作业，而且他的考试也很简单。虽然考试得了高分，我却觉得在他的课上什么也没有学到，简直是浪费时间。【总结句2】
 因为他，我明白了一个认真讲课的老师要比扮酷的老师更重要。


【总结】
 总而言之，我强烈认为老师传授知识的技能要比与学生友好相处的能力更重要。因为老师拿工资就是要教授知识，而且至少教学能力高的老师就不会是一个坏老师。【最终结论】
 能和学生友好相处的老师可能会带来一时的乐趣，但学生去学校是为了学习，而不是去和老师玩或者和老师做朋友的。


Completing & Checking Your Essay



A



Agree


I entirely agree with the statement that parents make the best teachers. In the course of my life, I have learned a number of important lessons that were taught to me by my parents and that I could not have learned anywhere else.

To begin with, my parents have taught me about how to live with others and get along well with them. Thanks to my parents teaching me that social lesson, I have been able to get along well with everyone in my family. Not only do I have a mother and father, but I also have a brother and sister. My siblings and I usually get along well, but sometimes we argue and fight with each other. However, my parents taught us that we should learn to look at the other person's point of view, so, many, times instead of fighting with one of my siblings, we are able to sit down with each other and calmly talk about our problems. This enables us to solve all of our problems easily. Thanks to my parents, I have learned how to compromise and get along well with others.

Another thing that my parents have taught me is the value of hard work. Because of my parents, I know that I have to work hard if I want to be successful in life. For example, when I was younger, I never really enjoyed school, so I often did not do my homework. Naturally, my grades were very low. My parents told me that I needed to study hard if I wanted to be successful in life. They worked with me to improve my grades. I started working hard, and my grades improved considerably. Now, I get pretty good grades in school, and it is all thanks to my parents for teaching me to work hard.

I truly believe that parents are the best teachers. Of course, we all have many teachers throughout our lifetimes, but our parents can affect us in so many different ways that they are definitely our best teachers.

我完全同意这种说法：父母是最好的老师。在我的生命历程中，我从父母那里学到了很多重要的东西，而那些东西是从其他地方学不到的。

首先，父母教会了我如何与别人一起生活以及友好相处。他们教给我的那些社会知识使我一直能够和家里的每一个成员和睦相处。除了父母之外，我还有一个哥哥和一个姐姐。我们兄弟姐妹间通常都相处得很好，但有时也会争吵甚至打架。每当此时父母总是叫我们从别人的角度来看问题，所以很多次我们兄弟姐妹几个总是能坐下来，平静地讨论彼此的问题。这使得我们能很容易地解决所有的问题。多亏我的父母，是他们让我学会了妥协以及与他人友好相处。

父母教会我的另外一件事就是努力工作的重要性。 他们让我明白如果想成功，就必须努力学习。举个例子，我小时候非常不喜欢学习，所以我常常不做作业。自然，我的考试分数非常低。父母告诉我如果我想成功，就必须努力学习。他们帮助我提高考试成绩。于是我开始努力学习，成绩也有了大幅提高。现在我的学习成绩很优异，多亏了父母的教导有方。

我相信父母是最好的老师。当然，我们一生当中有很多老师，但是我们的父母在太多的方面影响着我们，因此他们才是我们最好的老师。


Disagree


While I understand the logic behind the statement, I must actually disagree with the statement that parents make the best teachers. In my case, I would have to say that my teachers at school have been much better teachers for me than my parents. Allow me to explain my feelings in more detail.

For one, I spend a lot of time with my teachers, and they often teach me lessons that are not so much about book learning but are about life learning. Several of my teachers make classes that are usually boring into fascinating classes that have shown me how the material they are teaching is relevant to life. One example is my history teacher, Mr. Patterson. Before I took Mr. Patterson's class, I never really enjoyed history that much. To me, it was just a lot of old names, dates, and places. However, Mr. Patterson made his classes seem to come alive by the way that he taught history. He also showed us how it is important to learn about the past because we can compare past events to present and even future ones. He has definitely been a great teacher for me.

Also, many of my teachers have encouraged me to be both a good student and an even better person. Through watching many of my teachers, I have learned how to conduct myself in a professional manner. For example, my English teacher, Mr. Thagard, is not only a great teacher but also an excellent person. He is also polite to everyone, even the students. He calls all of the students “Mr.” or “Miss” even though we are much younger than he is. He never gets angry or yells at students even when they are impolite to him or forget to turn in their homework. He also always tries to help out students who are not doing well in the class. I have tried to model my behavior on his in an effort to become a real gentleman. He has truly been an excellent teacher in my life.

Throughout our lives many people, including our parents and friends, act as our teachers. However, I believe that the best teachers are those we have at school. They have taught me many lessons that I will never forget.

当我理解了这个表述背后的逻辑，我必须反对“父母是最好的老师”这一说法。从我的经验来看，我得说我在学校里的老师是比我父母更好的老师。请允许我详细解释我的想法。

首先，我有很多时间都是和老师待在一起的。相对于书本知识而言，他们经常教我一些生活方面的知识。我的好几位老师都能把通常比较枯燥的课程变得非常有吸引力，并向我展示他们所教的内容与生活如何相关。我的历史老师帕特森先生就是一个例子。在我上帕特森先生的课之前，我从来没有那么喜欢历史。对我来说，历史只不过是很多以前的名字、 日期和地点。然而，帕特森先生却通过他的授课方式使他的课堂变得很生动。而且他还告诉我们学习历史有多么重要，因为我们可以对历史与现在甚至将来作对比。对我来说，他绝对是一位伟大的老师。

其次，我很多的老师都鼓励我去做一个好学生甚至做一个好人。通过观察我的许多老师，我学到了如何用专业的方式做事。比如我的英文老师撒加德先生，他不仅是位好老师，还是一个很好的人。他对每一个人甚至对学生都很有礼貌，他称每个学生为先生或者小姐，尽管我们比他小得多，他从来不和学生生气或者对学生大吼大叫，甚至当我们对他不礼貌或者忘了交作业时。他总是努力帮助那些在他的课上成绩不是很好的学生。我以他为榜样努力规范自己的行为，想成为一位真正的绅士。他真的是我生命中一位优秀的老师。

在我们生命当中有很多人，包括我们的父母和朋友都是我们的老师。但是，我认为最好的老师还是我们在学校的老师。他们教会我很多刻骨铭心的东西。

Unit 13 Environment & Science


Understanding the Topic


4 Maintain the biodiversity on Earth /

Commercial & medicinal benefits of some animals

5 Lack of wild animals in Africa → land is changing /

Some spider webs → strong fibers


Brainstorming


1 some animals - useful to people

2 commercial & medical benefits

3 e.g. some spider webs → strong fibers

4 need of biodiversity on Earth

5 too many or too few animals → imbalance of nature

6 e.g. lack of wild animals in Africa →land is changing


Outlining



A


1 Need a large biodiversity of animals

- animals going extinct → imbalance of ecosystem

- e.g. lack of animals in Africa →the land is changing

2 Some animals → valuable to people

- provide both commercial and medical benefits

-e.g. some spider webs →used to make strong fibers


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences



B



Thesis statement
 It is imperative that humans set aside land for endangered animals to live on even if it means that human needs like farming, housing, and industry are ignored.


Topic sentence 1
 As more and more animals become extinct, the biodiversity of the planet is getting smaller and smaller.


Topic sentence 2
 Animals are important to humans and should not be allowed to go extinct.


Summary
 While the needs of humans are important, it is also crucial to set aside land upon which endangered animals may live without the threat of becoming extinct in order to maintain the biodiversity of the planet and human benefits.


Writing the Details



A



【开头句】
 地球上的人口每年都在持续增长，因此人们需要越来越多的土地用于耕种、 建造房屋、 开办工厂。【中心句】
 虽然把土地留给濒危动物是一件好事，但是把所有能用的土地都拿来供人类使用却更重要。


【主题句1】
 首先，人类需要使用所有能用的土地。【概述1】
 由于地球上的人口持续增长，人们需要搬迁到那些以前只居住着动物的地方。【例子1】
 在很多国家，有许多人口超过一百万的城市。实际上，东京、 首尔和纽约等大城市人口都超过了千万。这些城市过于拥挤，所以很多人需要离开这些城市到新的地方去。虽然人们将会搬迁到濒危动物的栖息地，但毕竟人类的利益要远远重要于少量濒危动物的利益。【总结句1】
 人们必须要照顾地球上不断增长的人口，能够使人们生活得更舒适的方法就是搬到那些被动物占据的土地上去。


【主题句2】
 而且，每个历史时期，当地球还有生命存在的时候，都有一些动物灭绝。【概述2】
 生命的一个事实是，当一些生物繁衍发展的时候，另外一些则会灭亡。人们不应当去干涉动物的灭绝，而应当任由自然界按照自己的规律发展。【例子2】
 事实上，一些国家为濒危动物建立自然保护区是对自然界的一种干涉。人类是地球上的优势物种，因此一些动物因为人类而走向灭绝是不可避免的。【总结句2】
 让濒危动物在自然保护区里生存其实是在拒绝让自然界决定哪些动物应当存活下来、 哪些应当灭绝。


【总结】
 虽然一些濒危动物的灭绝是不幸的，但是人们更应当关心的是照顾好人类并且确保人类自己能够生存。【最终结论】
 关注人类文明要比关心濒危动物重要得多。


B



[Opening sentence]
 An enormous number of endangered species of animals live on the planet. [Thesis statement]
 It is imperative that humans set aside land for these endangered animals to live on even if it means that human needs like farming, housing, and industry are ignored.


[Topic sentence 1]
 As more and more animals become extinct, the biodiversity of the planet is getting smaller and smaller. [General statement 1]
 It is important that Earth have large numbers of different species so as to maintain a diverse population of animals. [Example 1]
 Nature is very delicate. In every ecosystem, all of the animals are important. If there are too many or too few of one species, it could upset the entire balance of the ecosystem. This is already happening in places like Africa, where wild animals like lions, tigers, and elephants are endangered. Because there are fewer of these animals, the land itself is changing, and this is upsetting the balance of nature. [Closing sentence 1]
 By setting aside land for endangered animals to live on, people can help to maintain the diversity of nature while not upsetting local ecosystems.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Second of all, animals are important to humans and should not be allowed to go extinct. [General statement 2]
 Scientists often learn very much by studying animals in their natural habitats, and many animals can actually benefit humans. [Example 2]
 For example, some spiders spin webs that humans can use to make very strong fibers with. If these spiders were to become extinct, humans would not be able to make use of them at all. There are countless other animals that benefit humans both commercially and medicinally. Besides, many scientists do not yet know how some endangered animals could help people. [Closing sentence 2]
 By setting aside land for endangered animals, scientists could keep these animals alive and then be able to learn how they could be used to benefit humans.


[Summary]
 While the needs of humans are important, it is also crucial to set aside land upon which endangered animals may live without the threat of becoming extinct in order to maintain the biodiversity of the planet and human benefits. [Final comment]
 Having a diverse amount of animal species benefits both the planet and people in the long run, making it important to keep every species from becoming extinct.


【开头句】
 目前地球上居住着大量的濒危动物。【中心句】
 人类应当为濒危动物留出一些土地以供它们栖息，虽然这意味着人类在农业、 住房以及工业等方面的需求会被忽略。


【主题句1】
 因为越来越多的动物灭绝，地球上生物多样性的规模也越来越小。【概述1】
 地球上有大量不同类型的生物很重要，这样才能保持动物种群的多样性。【例子1】
 自然界是极其微妙的。在每个生态系统中，所有的动物都很重要。如果某一种物种太多或太少，都会打破整个生态系统的平衡。一些地区已经发生了这种事情，比如在非洲，狮子、 老虎和大象都是濒危物种。因为这些动物的数量变得越来越少，它们的栖息地本身也在改变，这打破了自然的平衡。【总结句1】
 通过为濒危动物保留栖息地，人类可以帮助保持自然界的多样性，同时也不会扰乱生态系统的平衡。


【主题句2】
 其次，动物对于人类来说很重要，我们不应当让它们灭绝。【概述2】
 通过研究自然栖息地里的动物，科学家通常学到很多知识，而且很多动物实际上能够为人类带来益处。【例子2】
 例如，一些蜘蛛织的网可被人们用来制作坚韧的纤维，如果这些蜘蛛灭绝了，人类就不能利用这种蜘蛛网了。自然界中还有无数其他对人类有经济价值和药用价值的动物。而且，还有一些濒危动物对人类的益处尚不为科学家所知。【总结句2】
 为濒危动物保留栖息地，科学家就可以让这些动物存活下来，之后就能够研究如何将它们为人类所用。


【总结】
 虽然人类的需求很重要，但给濒危动物保留可供它们栖息的土地，使它们远离灭绝的危险，从而保证地球的生物多样性以及人类自身的利益也很重要。【最终结论】
 从长远来看，让地球上存在多种多样的动物，这对于地球和人类而言都有好处，所以不让任何物种灭绝很重要。


Completing & Checking Your Essay



A



Agree


I fully agree with the statement that renewable sources of energy like solar and wind power will soon replace fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas. There are several reasons why I feel this way.

First of all, many people now realize that Earth's supply of fossil fuels is going to run out within a few decades. Because people are going to exhaust these fossil fuels soon, we will have no choice but to make the transition to renewable sources of energy. During the twentieth century, people all over the world began using fossil fuels more than ever before. Mostly, they were used for running cars and other forms of transportation and for heating homes and buildings. Fossil fuels were very important during the twentieth century, yet people used them too much. Now geologists are telling people that Earth's supply is running out. Since we need energy to keep our economies running, we will have to work to develop renewable sources of energy.

Second of all, people are more concerned about the environment these days. Fossil fuels often pollute the environment, but renewable sources of energy cause virtually no pollution. In the twenty-first century, many people are focusing on cleaning up the Earth. Also, people are worried about the greenhouse effect, which some scientists believe is caused by the release of carbon dioxide—created by burning fossil fuels—into the atmosphere. The greenhouse effect is believed to be causing global warming, so something needs to be done about this. If people use solar, water, or wind power, they will not be adding any greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. This should help to prevent global warming, and it will also make Earth a much cleaner place.

In the near future, it is highly likely that renewable sources of energy will replace fossil fuels. Considering that the supply of fossil fuels is running out and that they pollute the environment, unlike renewable sources of energy, it is inevitable that people will start relying upon renewable sources of energy soon.

我完全同意这种说法：太阳能和风能之类的可再生能源很快会替代煤炭、 石油和天然气等化石燃料。这基于以下几点原因：

首先，很多人都意识到地球上的化石燃料会在几十年之内消耗完。因为人类很快会消耗掉地球上的化石燃料，我们除了转而使用可再生能源，别无他法。20世纪，人类使用化石燃料的数量比之前任何时期都多。大部分情况下，他们用化石燃料来驱动车辆、 其他交通工具，或者用于房屋等建筑的供暖。在整个20世纪，化石燃料都很重要，然而人们使用得太多了。现在地理学家告诉人们，地球的能源正在走向衰竭。因为我们需要使用能源以保证经济运转，我们不得不开发新的可再生能源。

其次，现在人们更加关注环境了。化石燃料通常会污染环境，但是可再生能源基本上不造成污染。21世纪，许多人都着重于清理地球。而且，人们还担心温室效应，一些科学家认为温室效应是由化石燃料燃烧释放到大气中的二氧化碳造成的。温室效应造成了全球变暖，所以人们得采取措施来解决这个问题。如果人类使用了太阳能、 水能或风能，就不会再向大气中排放任何温室气体了。这将有助于阻止全球变暖，而且还会使地球变得更干净。

在不远的将来，可再生能源很有可能会取代化石燃料。由于化石燃料即将被耗尽而且还污染环境，而可再生能源则完全不同，人类不可避免地会很快开始利用可再生能源。


Disagree


Nowadays, many people are talking about renewable sources of energy like solar, wind, and water power. They insist that renewable energy sources will replace fossil fuels in the near future. However, I disagree with these people. In my opinion, humans are going to be using fossil fuels to create energy for many years to come.

First of all, according to many scientists, there is still an enormous supply of fossil fuels on Earth. Many geologists estimate that Earth has gas and oil supplies of over 100 years. The coal supply is even higher. Also, teams of geologists are often announcing they have found new oil and gas fields all over Earth, especially because they can now dig deeper into the ground to extract these fossil fuels. Since there are still so many fossil fuels left on Earth, it is highly unlikely that people are suddenly going to change to renewable sources of energy. For one, people do not often change until they are forced to do so. In addition, machines like cars are becoming more fuel-efficient, and this development will actually help make the supply of fossil fuels last longer because machines are using less energy to operate. Simply put, until people are forced to change energy supplies, they are not going to.

Next, renewable sources of energy are still in their developmental stage. Some people use solar, wind, and water power, yet the number doing so is very small. Also, these renewable sources of energy are not yet very efficient. This means that they actually cost more than fossil fuels while providing less energy. Not only that, but their uses are also often limited. For example, people cannot use solar power if the weather is bad; people who do not live near a body of water cannot use water power; and people who live in areas with little wind cannot make use of wind power. Until researchers discover ways to make renewable energy more efficient and more ubiquitous, people are not going to start using it in place of fossil fuels.

Although many people are attracted to renewable sources of energy, I do not believe they are going to become the dominant form of energy and replace fossil fuels. People see no reason to replace fossil fuels, and the technology to create energy from renewable sources is currently not efficient enough.

现在，很多人都在讨论可再生能源，比如太阳能、 水能和风能。他们都坚信可再生能源很快将取代化石燃料。然而，我不同意这种看法。在我看来，在接下来的很长一段时间内，人类会继续使用化石燃科来创造能量。

首先，根据很多科学家的研究，地球上还储存着大量的化石燃料。很多地质学家估计地球的天然气和石油储量还可以供人类使用100多年。煤炭储量甚至更大。而且，全球各地经常有地质队宣称他们发现了新的油田和天然气田，特别是由于现在他们能够从地下更深的地方开采出化石燃料。由于地球上还有这么多的化石燃料，所以人们不大可能突然转去使用可再生能源。一方面，不是迫不得已，人们不会轻易改变。 另一方面，像汽车这样的机械装置耗油量变低了，机器运转所需能源减少了，这一项进步会有助于化石燃料使用更长时间。除非人类迫不得已，否则他们是不会改变能源供应的。

其次，可再生能源还处于发展阶段。有人使用太阳能、 风能和水能，然而只有少量人这样做。而且，这些可再生能源的效率并不高。这意味着它们比化石燃料耗资更多，但是产生的能量却更少。不仅如此，对于它们的使用也是受限制的。比如，如果天气糟糕，人们就不能使用太阳能； 没住在水边的人们就无法使用水能； 居住在风力小的地区的人们不能使用风能。在研究人员找到更有效率的可再生能源的使用方法前，人们是不会开始用它来替代化石燃料的。

虽然很多人都被可再生能源所吸引，但是我并不认为它们会变成主导型的能源形式并因此代替化石燃料。人们没有理由放弃使用化石燃科，而且目前利用可再生资源创造能源的技术还不够成熟。


Chapter 4 Preference

Unit 14 Family & Society


Understanding the Topic


4 Majority of time spent with friends →become like them in personality and actions /

Similar age & perspective →can relate well to one another & show more empathy

5 Father's experience →hung out with the wrong crowd in high school but made friends with smart, good students later in college /

Best friend broke up with her boyfriend →I supported her


Brainstorming


1 majority of time spent with friends

2 become like them in personality & actions

3 e.g. father's high school vs. college experience

4 similar age & perspective

5 relate to one another better →more empathy & understanding

6 e.g. best friend - romantic relationship support


Outlining



B


1 Majority of time spent with friends

- an important factor in shaping personality and actions

- e.g. father with the wrong crowd in high school → a poor student vs. with the right crowd in university → graduated with top marks

2 Similar age and perspectives

- relate to one another better →more empathy and understanding

-e.g. best friend broke up with her boyfriend → I gave her support as a friend


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences



B



Thesis statement
 Friends are by far the most important influence on young adults.


Topic sentence 1
 Most young adults spend more time with their friends than anyone else, including their families.


Topic sentence 2
 Young adults and their friends are of similar ages and perspectives.


Summary
 All in all, friends influence young adults more than anything else because they are around each other all the time and they share common viewpoints.


Writing the Details



A



【开头句】
 年轻人非常敏感，而且在很多方面容易受到影响，比如他们的朋友。【中心句】
 但是我认为家人对于年轻人的影响是最重要的，因为家人有助于年轻人实现自己的教育目标，而且家人能在年轻人经历逆境和顺境的时候给予有力的忠告。


【主题句1】
 首先，父母是唯一能够帮助一个人实现其教育目标的人。【概述1】
 如果没有父母在经济方面的支持，大部分年轻人就无法上大学。【例子1】
 举个例子， 我表哥被一所排名靠前的大学录取时，他的父母拿出了一些个人贷款供他上大学。而且由于他们的支持，表哥不需要工作，能够一心专注于学习。最后他成为了他们家唯一一个大学毕业生。【总结句1】
 因此，父母可以使他们刚刚成年的孩子上大学。


【主题句2】
 其次，家人能在年轻人经历顺境和逆境的时候给予有力的忠告。【概述2】
 因为父母或者年长的家人可能曾经经历过某种情况，他们能够给出一些专业的建议，不像年轻人那些不太成熟的朋友们。【例子2】
 举个例子，我哥哥上高中的时候在一次科学竞赛中赢得了比赛还得到了一大笔奖金。他的很多朋友都建议他出去玩或者买一台新手机和一些新衣服。然而，我父母却说，把这笔钱存在银行以备将来他上大学再用或许更好。我爸爸说这笔钱早晚会派上大用场。我哥哥意识到他们是对的。【总结句2】
 没有什么可以代替家人对年轻人的积极影响。


【总结】
 总之，毋庸置疑，年轻人受到的积极影响大部分来自家人，因为家人为他们高中以后的教育提供支持，而且常常为他们提供他们年轻的朋友不能提供的更好的建议。【最终结论】
 没有家人，年轻人会在他们人生的航线上经历更多的困难。
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[Opening sentence]
 There is no question that young adults are under a lot of stress and are influenced in many ways. [Thesis statement]
 Among other influences, friends are by far the most important influence on young adults because the majority of their time is spent with their friends, with whom they share similar ages and perspectives.


[Topic sentence 1]
 For one thing, most young adults spend more time with their friends than anyone else, including their families. [General statement 1]
 Therefore, a young person's friends can have profound effects on his personality and actions. [Example 1]
 A good example of this type of influence occurred with my father. As a high school senior, he tended to hang out with the wrong crowd, so his grades suffered to the point where he almost did not graduate. However, he managed to graduate from high school and eventually made it to college, where he chose his friends more carefully and spent time with serious, goal-oriented students. He ultimately graduated with top grades and still exhibits the positive personality traits he learned from his classmates. [Closing sentence 1]
 Being around friends can influence young adults constantly in both positive and negative ways.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Moreover, young adults and their friends are of similar ages and perspectives. [General statement 2]
 Therefore, they are able to relate to one another better and be more empathetic and understanding because they know what the others are going through. Sometimes even family members cannot relate to a person like his friends can. [Example 2]
 For instance, my best friend recently broke up with her boyfriend. Of course, she turned to me for support and comfort because she trusts me and knows I understand how she feels. I doubt she could have discussed her intimate feelings about him with her parents or little sister. [Closing sentence 2]
 In this way, friends are the biggest influence on young adults.


[Summary]
 All in all, friends influence young adults more than anything else because they are around each other all the time and they share common viewpoints. [Final comment]
 Friends have the most in common, and they make us who we are.


【开头句】
 毫无疑问，年轻人承受着很多压力，并且在很多方面受到影响。【中心句】
 在众多的影响当中，朋友对年轻人的影响是目前为止最重要的，因为他们大部分的时间都是和朋友一起度过的，而且他们和自己的朋友年纪相仿，观点相似。


【主题句1】
 首先，大部分的年轻人和他们朋友在一起的时间比和其他任何人都长，包括他们的家人。【概述1】
 因此朋友会对一个年轻人的个性和行为产生深刻的影响。【例子1】
 我爸爸就是一个很好的例子。他在高中最后一年时，总是和一群坏小子厮混在一起，所以成绩很差，差一点毕不了业。但他还是成功地从高中毕业了并且上了大学，上大学时他在选择朋友上变谨慎了很多，和那些认真的、 有志向的同学在一起。最后他以优异的成绩从大学毕了业，并且一直保持着他从大学同学那里学到的优秀品行。【总结句1】
 朋友对年轻人总是有着积极的和消极的两方面的影响。


【主题句2】
 此外，年轻人和他们的朋友年纪相仿，观点相似。【概述2】
 因此，他们能友好地相处，而且更能心灵相通，相互理解，因为他们知道彼此都在经历什么。对一个人来说，有时家人甚至都不能像朋友一样相处。【例子2】
 举个例子，我最好的朋友最近和她的男朋友分手了。当然，她来向我寻求支持和安慰，因为她相信我，而且知道我能理解她的感受。我觉得她不会和她的父母或者妹妹讨论对她男朋友的深入的感受。【总结句2】
 从这方面讲，朋友对年轻人的影响最大。


【总结】
 总而言之，朋友对年轻人的影响比任何别的因素都大。因为他们总是在一起，而且拥有相同的观点。【最终结论】
 朋友之间的共同点最多，他们影响着我们会成为怎样的人。


Completing & Checking Your Essay
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Spending Time with One or Two Close Friends


People have many different preferences when it comes to their friends. Some like to have one or two close friends while others enjoy spending time with many people. Personally, I believe it is better to spend most of my time with one or two close friends because the bond between us is tighter, so we are like a family.

Spending time with one or two very close friends builds a tighter bond between people than it would by spending time with a large group. They have more in common and are more apt to understand each other completely. I spend almost all of my time with my best friend, and we have a very close relationship. We never argue and can rely on each other for anything because we are so tight. On the other hand, there are often more misunderstandings and conflicts within a large group of friends. However, I know my best friend will be with me for life. This type of longevity is not possible with a large group of friends.

In addition, having one or two close friends is like having an extended family. The reasons are that the relationship is more intimate and built on trust. I know my best friend will keep my most private secrets. For example, I did really poorly on my English exam, and I got really depressed about it. I would not have dared to have told a large group of friends about it because it was embarrassing, and I knew they would have told everyone in the whole school. However, I needed to talk about it with someone whom I could trust. That person was my best friend. She comforted me and helped me think positively. Plus, she never told anyone else about it. In this respect, spending time with one or two close friends is best.

In conclusion, spending time with one or two close friends is more desirable because the connection is closer than it would be with a group of friends and there is greater trust between these friends. I know I can absolutely count on them for anything.

对于交朋友，人们有不同的偏好。有的人喜欢结交一两个亲密的朋友，有的人却喜欢和很多朋友共度时光。我个人认为大部分时间和一两个亲密的朋友在一起更好，因为我们的关系更紧密，就像一家人。

和一两个亲密的朋友在一起要比和一大群人在一起更能建立紧密的关系。他们有更多的相同点，而且更能够完全了解彼此。我几乎所有时间都和我的好朋友在一起，我们的关系很亲密。我们从来没吵过架，而且无论任何事情我们都能够依靠对方，因为我们的关系是如此紧密。另外一方面，一群朋友之间总是会有更多的误解和冲突，可是我知道我最好的朋友会永远和我在一起。这种长期性在一大群朋友之间是不可能的。

其次，有一两个亲密的朋友就好像有了个大家庭。原因是这种关系更亲密，而且是建立在信任的基础上的。我知道我最好的朋友一定会保守我最隐私的秘密。举个例子，我的英文考试非常糟糕，我为此特别难受。我绝不敢把这件事告诉一大群朋友，因为那会很丢脸，而且我知道他们会告诉全校所有的人。可是我需要与我信任的人来说这件事，那个人就是我最好的朋友。她安慰我并且帮助我积极地看待这个问题。 而且，她不会把这件事告诉任何人。从这方面讲，与一两个好朋友在一起是最好的选择。

总而言之，与一两个朋友在一起更理想，因为这种关系要比和一大群朋友在一起时更亲密，而且朋友之间也有更大的信任。我知道在任何事上我可以绝对地信赖他们。


Spending Time with a Large Number of Friends


Some people really limit themselves by spending all of their time with just one or two close friends. I believe it is best to spend my time with a large number of friends. This will let me to get the most out of life because it will allow me to have an open mind and make me a more outgoing person.

When I spend a lot of time with a large group of friends, my mind becomes open to new worlds. The reason is that a large group offers me many different opinions about life that I have never even thought of. For example, I was always nervous about traveling to a foreign country. But, after listening to the travel experiences and opinions of numerous friends, I decided to give it a shot. What an amazing experience I had in Norway! Without my friends' influence, I would never have made such a bold move. Because of them, I was able to find the courage to go on my trip and also grew as a person.

Moreover, spending time with a large number of friends makes me a more personable and outgoing person. Because I have a large, diverse group of friends, I am continuously exposed to different personalities, and I have learned how to interact with people better. A good example of this is when my family moved to a new city because of my father's job. Of course, I had to start a new school. I was alone and did not know anyone. Yet, because I was used to meeting and talking to lots of people, it was easy for me to form new friendships. If I had only spent time with one or two good friends, I would have been shy and less assertive when it came to making new friends. However, since I was used to dealing with lots of different types of people, I was able to make new friends rather easily.

Ultimately, it is better to spend the most time with a large group of friends because they can help open our minds and help us to be more outgoing and sociable. Without them, my life would probably be pretty boring.

有些人真的只和一两个亲密的朋友待在一起。我觉得和一大群朋友在一起是最好的。这会让我在生活中得到最多，因为它能让我拥有开阔的视野，并且使我成为一个开朗的人。

当我和一大群朋友在一起时，会看到许多全新的世界。因为一大群朋友可以带给我很多对于生活的不同看法，而那些看法我甚至从没想过。举个例子，我以前总是很害怕去国外旅行，但是听了很多朋友的旅行经验和想法之后，我决定去试试。 最后我在挪威玩得非常开心。没有朋友们的影响，我绝对不会走出那么大胆的一步。因为他们，我才能鼓足勇气去旅行并且长大成人。

而且，和一大群朋友在一起使我变成了一个更讨人喜欢的、 开朗的人。因为我有一大群个性不同的朋友，所以我一直与不同性格的人打交道，而且我已经学会了如何与人更好地交流。一个很好的例子是，我们全家因为爸爸工作调动而搬到一个新的城市。当然，我不得不转到一所新学校，我当时很孤单而且不认识任何人。但因为我习惯于和很多人聚会、 聊天，所以对我来说，建立新的友谊是很容易的。如果在那之前我只是常常和一两个朋友在一起的话，在结交新朋友时我可能会害羞而且没有那么自信。然而，因为我过去常常和很多不同类型的人打交道，所以我很容易就能结交到新朋友。

总而言之，和一大群朋友在一起会更好，因为他们会帮助我们开阔视野，而且还会使我们变得更加开朗、 更加善于交际。没有他们，我的生活可能就会非常枯燥。

Unit 15 Environment & Technology


Understanding the Topic


2 Coal plants increase output for power →acid rain harms water supplies & ecosystems /

More housing developments →destroy habitat of animals & make them extinct

3 Lakes near coal plants affected by acid rain →now off-limits for recreation due to pollution /

Increased populations in areas near rainforests → many species of animals become extinct


Brainstorming


1 continued use of coal plants

2 acid rain harms water supplies & ecosystems

3 e.g. local lakes once popular for swimming & fishing → now off-limits

4 more housing developments

5 destroys ecosystems

6 e.g. rainforests cleared for new houses →extinct animals


Outlining
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1 Continued use of coal plants

- acid rain from coal plant toxin harms lakes and rivers

- e.g. local lakes, once popular recreation spots → now off-limits to people

2 More housing developments

- destroy habitats for animals, so they become extinct

-e.g. rainforests cleared for houses →animals have no homes & are lost forever


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences
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Thesis statement
 Human activity continues to harm the Earth in a number of ways.


Topic sentence 1
 Coal power plants, which hurt the environment, continue to be used to produce eletricity for people.


Topic sentence 2
 More and more homes are being constructed to house increasing populations, which destroys ecosystems.


Summary
 In conclusion, human activity continues to damage the Earth through the use of coal power plants and the construction of homes. Coal plants create toxins that cause acid rain, which harms bodies of water, and jungles and forests are being cleared to build houses, which reduces animal habitat.


Writing the Details
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【开头句】
 我经常能在新闻节目上看到地球如何正在遭受人类的破坏。【中心句】
 然而人类一直都在做着一些对地球有益处的积极事情，使地球更适宜生活。


【主题句1】
 首先，医生正在付出时间帮助第三世界国家的人们。【概述1】
 非洲有很多地方受益于这些医生的帮助，从而变成了人们可以更加健康地居住的地方。【例子1】
 举个例子， 有一个组织名为“无国界医生组织”。该组织的医生们放弃了度假的时间，奔赴到世界各个贫困地区为生活在那里的人们提供免费的医疗。那些地区不仅仅是从医生那里得到了医疗救助，还在很多方面获益。在他们的帮助下，这些地区人们的生活质量有了很大的提高。【总结句1】
 因为有了类似于“无国界医生组织”里的人们，地球变得更适宜生活了。


【主题句2】
 其次，世界上很多城市的人们正在越来越少地使用私家车。【概述2】
 这有助于减少向大气排放有害的污染物并且还能改善环境质量。【例子2】
 举个例子，一些城市的人们自愿少用私家车而更多地选择乘坐公共交通工具。 通过这些行动，很多人都发现他们所居住城市的空气质量得到了很大的改善。这就证明了人类的活动对地球是有好处的。【总结句2】
 如果有更多人继续对他们的日常行为做一些小小的改变，那么地球会继续变得更好。


【总结】
 最后，为改善地球的环境，人类正在做很多好事。医生贡献出医术和人们减少使用私家车是其中的两件。医生们改善了贫困地区人们的健康状况，而人们减少使用私家车提高了空气质量。【最终结论】
 人类的行为可以在很多方面改善地球和地球上的生活。
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[Opening sentence]
 Since the start of the Industrial Revolution, the polluting of the Earth has increased greatly. Lately, however, many people have been trying to clean up the environment. In fact, some believe that the Earth is being mended from the damage done by humans. But this is actually not true. [Thesis statement]
 In fact, human activity is continuing to harm the Earth in a number of ways.


[Topic sentence 1]
 One example of this is that coal power plants, which hurt the environment, continue to be used to produce electricity for people. [General statement 1]
 The toxins these power plants release into the atmosphere cause acid rain, which harms lakes and rivers. [Example 1]
 In many industrialized countries, lakes that used to be popular for swimming or fishing are now closed because they have been polluted by acid rain. Coal power plants should take much of the blame for this. Many experts say that lakes and rivers, as well as water supplies that people depend on, have been polluted by acid rain caused by greenhouse gases like those emitted from coal power plants. [Closing sentence 1]
 The continued reliance of people on fossil-fuel-burning coal power plants is causing the destruction of the environment.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, more and more homes are being constructed to house increasing populations of people. The building of these homes requires the destruction of various ecosystems. [General statement 2]
 Builders often destroy the habitats of many animals and therefore cause them to become extinct. [Example 2]
 For example, in areas near the rainforests of South America and Africa, populations are increasing, so construction companies must clear away the jungle to build more and more homes. When they do this, they are destroying the habitats of many species of animals. Without a place to live, many species on Earth have become extinct. And many more will become extinct in the future. Once this happens, certain types of animals are lost forever. The reason for this is human negligence. [Closing sentence 2]
 Human homes are replacing animal ones, which is harming the Earth in general.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, human activity continues to damage the Earth through the use of coal power plants and the construction of homes. Coal plants create toxins that cause acid rain, which harms bodies of water, and jungles and forests are being cleared to build houses, which reduces animal habitats. [Final comment]
 Humans should be more careful of how their actions affect the Earth than they are now.


【开头句】
 从工业革命开始，地球的污染就大大加剧了。 然而最近，很多人都在试图清理环境。事实上，有的人认为地球正在从被人类破坏的境况下慢慢变好。但这并不是事实。【中心句】
 实际上，人类活动正在继续以许多方式破坏着地球。


【主题句1】
 一个例子是燃煤电厂，这种破坏环境的设施继续被用于为人们生产电力。【概述1】
 这些发电厂释放到大气中的有毒物质导致了酸雨，对湖泊和河流造成破坏。【例子1】
 在很多工业国家，一些曾经是人们喜欢去游泳和钓鱼的湖泊现在都关了，因为它们已经被酸雨污染了。燃煤电厂应当为此负起很多责任。 很多专家说湖泊、 河流以及人们依赖的水源，已经被燃煤电厂释放出的温室气体所形成的酸雨污染了。【总结句1】
 人们继续依赖着燃烧化石燃料的燃煤电厂，给环境带来极大的破坏。


【主题句2】
 而且，越来越多的房屋正在被建造，以供持续增加的人口居住。建造这些房屋就要破坏很多生态环境。【概述2】
 房屋建造者常常破坏很多动物的栖息地，导致许多动物灭绝。【例子2】
 举个例子，在南美洲和非洲雨林的附近，人口不断增长。所以建筑公司不得不毁掉丛林来建造越来越多的房子。他们这样做的同时也在破坏很多动物的栖息地。没有了居住的地方，地球上很多的物种都灭绝了，并且将来会有更多的物种灭绝。一旦这种事情发生了，一些动物就会永远消失。消失的原因正是由于人类的忽视。【总结句2】
 人类的家正在代替动物的家，总体上讲这是对地球的一种破坏。


【总结】
 总而言之，人类通过燃煤发电和建造房屋，持续地危害着地球。燃煤电厂产生的有毒物质造成了酸雨，这会破坏水体； 灌木丛和森林正被毁掉，用以建造房屋，这会减少动物的栖息地。【最终结论】
 从今以后，人类应当更加注意自己的行为对地球造成的影响。


Completing & Checking Your Essay
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The Internet Provides Valuable Information


There is no question that the Internet has changed modern life forever. It provides us with a lot of valuable information, such as instant price comparison shopping and facts for students doing research papers.

Before the creation of the Net, people would go to one or two stores before buying an item. But now, they can price comparison shop online in order to get the best prices on goods. This way of shopping can save them a lot of money. For example, last month, I was in the market for a computer. I went to a couple of stores and thought the prices were a bit high. Later, after checking some websites, I found that I was right. I actually ended up purchasing the exact computer that I saw in the store; however, I got it online for three hundred dollars cheaper than the store was selling it for. Because of my ability to compare prices online, I saved a large amount of money. This would not have been possible before the Internet became widespread. The Internet clearly saves people a lot of money in the long run.

Also, the Internet has a wealth of quick facts and information for students doing research or writing papers. Previously, students would have to be satisfied with the limited number of books on various topics at their local or school library. But, thanks to the Internet, they have access to a virtually unlimited amount of information on anything they could ever think of. Plus, the Internet saves them time while researching their papers as well as when they are actually writing them. Today, the Internet increases the amount of information available to students and cuts down on both their research and writing time.

Overall, the Internet is a valuable tool for gathering information for anyone, no matter if that person is a shopper or a student. It saves people money by price comparison shopping and is an excellent, swift research tool. It is amazing that anyone was ever able to do anything before the Internet.

毫无疑问，因特网已经永久地改变了现代人的生活。它为我们提供了大量有价值的信息，比如，即时价格比较式购物和学生做研究论文的材料。

在因特网被创造出来之前，人们常常需要去一到两个商店才能买到一样东西。但是现在，他们可以在网上对比商品的价格，从而以最低的价格买到物品。这种购物方法为人们节省了很多钱。 举个例子，上个月我去市场买电脑。 我去了几家店，觉得价格都有点贵。之后我去几家网站做了查询，发现我是对的。我最终买了我在商店里看中的那款电脑，但是是在网上以比商店便宜三百美金的价格买到的。因为可以在网上比较价格，所以我节省了一大笔钱。要不是互联网普及了，这绝不可能发生。显然，从长远来看，因特网能为人节省不少钱。

其次，因特网上有大量可以快速查到的资料和信息供学生们做研究或者写论文。以前，学生们只能去当地或者学校的图书馆查阅数量有限的各种书籍，但有了因特网，他们可以获得几乎所有的信息，只要他们能想到。而且，在他们为论文做调查和真正写论文的时候，互联网还能为他们节省时间。现在，互联网增加了学生们可获得的信息量，并且节省了他们的研究和写作时间。

总的来说，对任何一个人来说，因特网都是一个收集信息的好工具，无论他是购物者还是学生。它可以通过价格比较式购物为人们节省钱，而且还是一个优秀快速的搜索工具。任何人都能使用因特网做任何事情, 这真的很棒。


Information on the Net Causes Many Problems


Many people believe the Internet is the answer to everything. In reality, the abundance of information on the Internet causes many problems because it takes a long time for someone to sift through all of it to find exactly what the person is looking for and also because there are many fictitious and deceitful websites that attempt to trick people and take advantage of them.

Whenever I surf the Internet for specific information, I sometimes spend hours clicking on links that lead to dead ends. This is really frustrating because it wastes my time if I am in a hurry. For example, one day I wanted to find a simple map of Switzerland. After a quick search, I had over 1,000 webpage hits for my search. Most of the maps were not of Switzerland itself but were of specific regions of the country or city maps. An hour later, I finally randomly hit a link which led me to a general map of Switzerland. If I had known it was going to have taken that long, I would have just gone down to my local library, which would have been much faster. Sometimes the abundance of information on the Internet can be too much.

Furthermore, the Internet is full of information which is designed to take advantage of people and get their money. Advertising for winning lottery numbers and spam mail are a couple of the most common examples of this type of misleading information on the Internet. For example, my mother was surfing the Internet and came across a webpage that said she had won a flat screen TV. She immediately called the number, and the person said that she had to buy something from them in order to have her name placed in a contest for the new television. Of course, she was quite upset and immediately hung up. Still, the abundance of information on the Internet can be very misleading to some people and can cause lots of problems, like the one that happened to my mother.

In conclusion, the Internet might seem to be a wonderful world of information, yet when it comes down to it, it is also a sea of misinformation and deceptive links which can lead to frustration and many problems. The Internet could be much more efficient if there were a way to limit the amount of false information on it.

很多人都认为因特网是一切问题的答案。实际上，因特网上丰富的信息造成了很多的问题，因为人们需要花很长时间去浏览完网上所有的信息，然后才能找到他们需要的东西，而且因特网上有很多虚假骗人的网站总是想骗人，并从中谋取利益。

无论什么时候我要在因特网上搜索具体信息，我经常要花好几个小时去点击那些链接，而最终却一无所获。这的确很让人有挫败感，因为在比较紧急的情况下，它就是在浪费时间。举个例子，一天，我想要查找一幅简单的瑞士地图，快速查询之后，我发现有1000多个网页都是关于我要查找的信息的。大部分地图不是瑞士的国家地图，而是瑞士一些具体地区或者城市的地图。一小时之后，我终于无意点击了一个链接，让我找到了一幅瑞士国家地图。如果我早知道要花那么长时间，我会直接去我们当地的图书馆，可能还更快一点。有时候因特网上丰富的信息实在太多了。

其次，因特网上充斥着专门设计来利用人们并骗人钱财的信息。彩票号码中奖广告和垃圾邮件是因特网上最常见的误导人的信息。举个例子，我妈妈有一次上网时看到一个网页上说她赢得了一台平面电视。她立即打了那个电话，对方告诉我妈妈，她必须从他们那买一些东西，然后才可以把她的名字列在赢得电视的比赛里。当然她很失望，立刻把电话挂掉了。因特网上丰富的信息对一些人来说仍然非常具有误导性，并且会导致很多问题，比如像我妈妈遭遇的那件事情。

总而言之，因特网也许看起来似乎是一个美妙的信息世界，但具体来看，它也充满着错误信息和骗人的链接，这些都可能引起让人挫败的事情和其他许多问题。如果有办法限制错误信息的数量，因特网可能会变得更有效率。

Unit 16 Business & Economy


Understanding the Topic


4 Full benefits →complete health insurance & retirement benefits /

More opportunities for advancement →higher salaries & more benefits

5 Recent Internet survey →a majority of large companies provide retirement & comprehensive health care plans /

Three or four promotions at large companies vs. just one promotion at small companies over the same period of time


Brainstorming


1 full benefits

2 complete health insurance & retirement plans

3 e.g. Internet survey - most large companies provide full benefits

4 more opportunities for advancement

5 higher salaries & more benefits

6 e.g. 3 or 4 promotions at large companies vs. 1 promotion at small companies


Outlining



B


1 Full benefits packages

- workers have complete health insurance & retirement plans

- e.g. Internet survey →a majority of large companies provide retirement & health care plans

2 More opportunities for advancement

- employees receive higher salaries & more benefits

-e.g. 3 or 4 promotions at large companies vs. 1 promotion at small companies over the same period of time


Writing the Thesis Statement & Topic Sentences



B



Thesis statement
 While small companies might initially seem enticing because of their more relaxed environments, large companies are actually better places to work at due to the greater financial benefits and opportunities for advancement that they offer.


Topic sentence 1
 Unlike many small companies, nearly all large companies provide generous benefits packages to their employees.


Topic sentence 2
 Another way in which large companies are better than small ones is that large companies provide their workers with more opportunities for advancement.


Summary
 In conclusion, large companies are definitely better places to work at than small companies. First, they provide better financial packages, and second, they give their employees more chances to get promotions and higher status.


Writing the Details



A



【开头句】
 现在，似乎很多人都喜欢在大公司工作，在他们的眼中， 公司越大越好。【中心句】
 然而，虽然大公司可能会给雇员支付更高的薪酬，但是小公司却能给员工提供更好的工作环境。


【主题句1】
 （小公司的）一个主要优点就是（能给员工提供）一种工作满足感。说到工作满足感，大公司简直没法和小公司比。【概述1】
 因为小公司规模小，员工们常常会感觉自己正在为公司做着更大的贡献，这和在大公司工作恰恰相反。在大公司，员工们常常觉得自己只是无名小辈。【例子1】
 在最近一次全国性的调查中，大、 小公司的员工都被问到对自己工作的总体满意度。超过一半的小公司员工感觉很好，他们觉得自己在公司扮演着重要的角色。相反，只有不到三分之一的大公司员工觉得他们对公司做出了重要的贡献。【总结句1】
 这很明显地表明小公司的员工比大公司的员工更能感觉到自己的价值。


【主题句2】
 小公司另一个重要的因素是它们能给员工灵活性，而大公司则不然。【概述2】
 小公司的员工通常一人身兼数职，这使他们对工作的兴趣和热情一直都很高。【例子2】
 去年，一部电视纪录片报道了很多小公司的员工身兼不同的职务，这使得他们比大公司的员工的工作热情更高。简言之，职务的多样化使得小公司的员工保持他们对自己工作的兴趣。根据这部纪录片，从事不同工作还能够帮助减少工作中的枯燥和乏味。然而不幸的是，大公司的员工却常常没有身兼数职的机会。【总结句2】
 工作任务的灵活性使得小公司的员工们拥有了优越的工作环境。


【总结】
 总而言之，小公司能够为员工提供更好的工作经历，因为它们终究要比大公司更令人满意而且更具灵活性。【最终结论】
 人们成年后的大部分时间都在工作中度过，而在小公司工作能够提高他们对自己工作的满意度。


B



[Opening sentence]
 Many people opt to work at small companies, where the atmospheres are not as fast paced as they are at large companies. [Thesis statement]
 While small companies might initially seem enticing because of their more relaxed environments, large companies are actually better places to work at due to the greater financial benefits and opportunities for advancement that they offer.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Unlike many small companies, nearly all large companies provide generous benefits packages to their employees. [General statement 1]
 This saves money for employees and also provides them with health insurance and retirement benefits. On the other hand, many employees at small companies receive fewer benefits. Those employees may have to pay for their own health insurance, which can cost them thousands of dollars a year. [Example 1]
 A recent Internet survey conducted by a leading financial magazine showed that a significant majority of the large companies that responded provide retirement and comprehensive health care plans for their employees. In comparison, a very small number of small companies offered the same benefits to their workers. [Closing sentence 1]
 When it comes to offering more than just basic compensation, large companies provide much more than small ones.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Another way in which large companies are better than small ones is that large companies provide their workers with more opportunities for advancement. [General statement 2]
 Since there are more positions available at large companies, the workers can get promotions much faster than their counterparts at small companies can. [Example 2]
 For example, workers at large companies might get three or four promotions during a several-year period while a worker doing the same job at a small company may get just one promotion. Naturally, these promotions come with higher salaries and more benefits, so they can help to advance workers' careers. [Closing sentence 2]
 For ambitious employees who are eager to improve their status at their workplaces, large companies simply offer many more chances than small ones do.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, large companies are definitely better places to work at than small companies. First, they provide better financial packages, and second, they give their employees more chances to get promotions and higher status. [Final comment]
 Money and advancement are two of the main reasons that people work, so it seems natural that more people would want to be employed at large companies.


【开头句】
 很多人都选择去小公司工作，那里的工作节奏没有大公司那样快。 【中心句】
 虽然小公司可能初看上去很诱人，因为它们的氛围更放松，但实际上大公司才是更好的工作场所，因为它们能提供更大的经济利益和更多的晋升机会。


【主题句1】
 不像很多小公司，几乎所有的大公司都给员工提供优越的福利待遇。【概述1】
 这就为员工节省了很多钱，而且大公司会为员工提供健康保险和退休金。另一方面，很多在小公司工作的人获得的利益就比较少，他们可能需要自己支付健康保险费用，这一项开支一年就要花去他们成千上万美元。【例子1】
 最近，一家著名的金融杂志在互联网进行了一次调查，调查结果显示大部分参与调查的大公司都给员工提供退休金和全面的健康保险计划，相反，只有很少的小公司为他们的员工提供相同的福利。【总结句1】
 说到为员工提供除了基本补偿以外的福利时，大公司提供的远远多于小公司提供的。


【主题句2】
 大公司比小公司好的另外一个原因是：大公司会为员工提供更多的晋升机会。【概述2】
 大公司有更多的职位，因此大公司的员工就要比小公司的员工晋升得更快。【例子2】
 比方说，在大公司工作的人在几年之间可能会得到三到四次晋升，但是在小公司做同样工作的人在相同的时间内可能只得到一次晋升的机会。自然地，这些晋升会带来更高的工资和更多的利益，因而能帮助员工加速事业的发展。【总结句2】
 对于那些有远大抱负、 想要在工作领域提高自己地位的员工来说，在大公司机会要多得多。


【总结】
 总而言之，大公司绝对比小公司更适合工作。首先，它们能提供更多的福利； 其次，它们能提供更多晋升和提高自己地位的机会。【最终结论】
 钱和晋升是人们工作的两个主要原因，所以自然有更多人想要到大公司工作。


Completing & Checking Your Essay



A



Spending Money on Space Exploration


Many people are in favor of spending large amounts of money on exploring space, particularly the moon and other planets. I fully agree with these people for several different reasons. For one, we are running out of space on Earth and need to colonize other planets. And, second of all, exploring space will help people learn much more and increase their knowledge in many different fields.

The population of Earth continues to increase every year while Earth's natural resources are becoming depleted. For these reasons, we should consider moving off the planet and colonizing either the moon or some other planets. This will accomplish two things. It will allow large numbers of people to migrate to other planets, thereby easing the population crisis on Earth. And it will enable us to utilize the natural resources of other planets, thereby helping to preserve Earth's. By exploring space now, governments can obtain the knowledge they need to be able first to travel to other planets and then to colonize them. For example, recent unmanned visits to Mars have shown that, with the proper technology, Mars could be made inhabitable for humans. However, governments need to spend more money on the space program to be able to invent the necessary technology. By spending money now, the payoff in the future can be tremendous.

Second, governments should spend more money on exploring outer space simply because it will help increase human knowledge. The space program has already helped astronomers learn much about the universe and everything in it. Also, the space program has helped people learn more about Earth. By providing more funding for space programs, we can increase this body of knowledge. Indeed, many discoveries and inventions by the space program have helped to improve life on Earth in many different fields, including technology and medicine. By continuing to fund space programs, surely there will be even more advances made in these fields.

I strongly believe that governments should continue to fund their countries' space programs. These programs will not only help humans eventually leave Earth and colonize other planets but will also contribute to the knowledge that we on Earth possess. Countries should be encouraged to support their space programs. Doing so will improve the lives of people both on Earth and off of it.

很多人都赞成花大笔钱去探索太空，特别是探索月球和其他星球。我完全同意这种观点，原因有以下几个。一方面，地球上的空间正慢慢被消耗完，人类需要开拓其他的星球。其次，探索太空会有助于人们学到更多东西，增加不同领域的知识。

地球上的人口每年都在持续增长，但是地球的自然资源却走向衰竭。出于这样的原因，我们应当考虑搬离这个星球而去开拓月球或者其他星球。这会带来两项成果。大量人口迁移到其他星球上，从而减轻地球上的人口危机。而且，它能使我们利用其他星球上的自然资源，这样就保护了地球上的资源。现在通过探索太空，政府首先可以知道如何去往其他星球，其次也能懂得如何开拓它们。举个例子，最近无人卫星的火星之旅表明，运用合适的技术，火星可以被开发出来供人居住。然而，政府需要在太空计划上投入更多资金，从而开发出必要的技术。如果现在投入资金，将来的回报会非常大。

其次，单单为了增加人类知识，政府就应当花更多钱去探索星际空间。太空计划已经帮助宇航员了解了很多关于宇宙及其中每个事物的知识。而且太空计划已经帮助人们更加了解地球。为太空计划提供更多的资金，我们就可以增加这方面的知识。实际上，很多太空计划的发现和发明已经在科技和医学等许多不同方面改善了人们的生活。如果不断地给太空计划投入资金，将来在这些领域一定会有更多的进步。

我坚信，政府应当继续给国家的太空计划投入资金。这些项目不仅会帮助人类最终离开地球并定居其他星球，而且会丰富我们现有的知识。我们应当鼓励政府支持太空计划，从而改善人们在地球上以及离开地球时的生活。


Spending Money on Basic Needs on Earth


While many governments like to spend large sums of money on space exploration, this actually does little to benefit the citizens of those countries. Governments instead should focus on spending the majority of their funds on the basic needs of the citizens of their countries.

One of the most basic needs for people is health care. Unfortunately, most governments have not ensured that their citizens have access to quality health care. If governments were to spend more money on even the most basic health care, the quality of life for their citizens would increase dramatically. The countries themselves would benefit from investing in health care because their citizens would be healthier and live longer lives, which would then increase the overall productivity of the workers in those countries. Furthermore, in advanced countries such as the United States, where health care costs are a major cause of bankruptcy, governments could help relieve citizens of the burden of expensive health care. By spending more money on health care than on space programs, governments could create a healthier, wealthier, and more productive workforce.

In addition, many countries are spending large amounts of money on their space programs but are not getting a good return on their investments. There are very few people involved in space programs, yet, in some countries, they receive an incredibly high amount of money due to the expensive nature of sending rockets, satellites, and men into space. One example of this is the International Space Station. Several countries have contributed billions of dollars to the construction and maintenance of the space station. However, I cannot recall ever reading or hearing about any scientific discoveries made on the space station. Nor have I heard of any experiments being conducted there. It seems that astronauts often visit the space station, but they do not appear to be doing anything practical or useful to the large majority of the world's population. Instead, the International Space Station is just wasting billions and billions of taxpayers' dollars to increase the prestige of the nations associated with it. That money could be spent much more wisely and better back here on Earth.

In conclusion, I believe that governments should stop spending so much money on their space programs and should instead focus on investing their valuable financial resources here on Earth. Those funds could be better spent on health care and making the population healthier. In addition, since the space program is not producing any obvious benefits, the money spent on it could and should be spent on Earth, not in outer space.

虽然很多国家的政府都喜欢把大笔的钱花在太空探索上，但这实际上并没有给这些国家的公民带来什么好处。政府应当把大部分资金花在解决公民的基本生活需要上。

人们最重要的基本需要之一就是卫生保健。不幸的是，大部分政府都未能确保他们国家的公民能获得合格的卫生保健。如果政府能在最重要的基本卫生护理方面投入更多的钱，他们国家人民的生活质量就会得到很大的改善。这些国家自己也会从投资卫生保健方面受益，因为他们的公民能更健康并且活的时间更长，这就会增加国家的整体生产力。进一步讲，在美国这样的发达国家，卫生保健的开支是破产的一个主要原因，政府应当减轻人们沉重的卫生保健负担。如果政府把更多的钱花在卫生保健而不是太空计划上，就可以培养出更健康、 更富有且更有生产效率的劳动力。

另外，很多国家投了大笔钱在太空计划上，但是这些投资的收益并不好。在一些国家，极少人参与了太空计划，但是他们因为发射火箭、 卫星和将人运送到太空这些耗资的事情而得到大量的钱财。国际空间站就是一个例子。几个国家花了数十亿美元去建造和维护这个空间站。然而我回忆不起曾经读到过或者听到过任何有关空间站的科学发现。我也从没听说过那里做过什么试验。宇航员似乎经常去空间站，但他们却好像并没有做任何对世界上大部分人有用的或者实际的事情。相反，这个国际空间站就是在浪费着纳税人大量的美元去增加相关国家的威望。这些钱本可以更明智、 更好地用在地球上。

总而言之，我认为政府应当停止在太空计划上花这么多钱了，而应当把他们宝贵的金融资源集中投资在地球上。 这些钱会更好地用在卫生保健上使人更加健康。而且，因为太空计划并没有带来任何明显的效益，花在这方面的钱能够而且应当花在地球上，而不是在星际空间上。


Actual Test 01

Task 1 (Integrated Writing)

■ Reading

虽然当今时代给人们的生活带来了很多改善，但是却产生了一个负面影响。那就是在美国抚养一个孩子的费用大大增加了。事实上，在美国养大一个孩子的费用要比地球上任何一个国家都要高。

最近的一项调查显示，从孩子出生到他们21岁左右大学毕业，一对父母平均要花费大概26万美元去抚养教育他们。对很多家庭来说，这笔开销远不止这个数字，因为他们把孩子送到昂贵的私立中学和大学。有的学校一年的学费、 住宿费和膳食费加起来就要4万美元。这个数字还不包括旅行、 玩具以及其他玩乐的费用，而这些花费也会十分庞大。

令人吃惊的是，在美国抚养一个孩子需要的钱要比在法国、 西班牙这样的西方国家多三分之一。其中一个原因是在许多欧洲国家人们要承担的社会责任有限，就像父母并非定要为儿女支付学费。而且，这些国家的生活水平要比美国的低，物价也更低，这一优势使得父母们可以节省更多的钱。

最后，还有父母花钱的方式问题。大多数国家的父母把大多数钱用于孩子的必需品上，比如衣服和食物。然而，美国人通常把很多钱花在其他国家的人们认为是多余的东西上。比如，美国的父母把大笔的钱花在了学习、 音乐和运动的私人辅导上。另外，他们还把大量的钱花在孩子的卫生保健方面。综合这些因素，在美国抚养孩子就变得相当昂贵了。

■ Listening


Narrator
 　Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

W:Everyone knows that raising children in America nowadays is expensive. Indeed, that's one reason why many couples are choosing to have only one child or none at all. However, I don't want to discourage any of you from having children of your own. There are some ways to get those expenses down.

For example, many families, even those with health insurance, spend huge amounts of money on medical expenses for their children. That's understandable. But, instead of treating illnesses when they occur, they ought to be practicing prevention, which, in the long run, will save them money. One way to do this is to practice extreme cleanliness. A clean child is a healthy child. Clean children become sick less often and have fewer allergies. That's money in the bank right there.

Another cost-reducing measure is also related to health. We often hear about kids that get burned in the kitchen or hurt themselves in other ways. Remember, even with health insurance, one trip to the hospital can cost tens of thousands of dollars. So parents should be educating their children on safety. Knowing about safety increases the chances that the child won't get hurt and will remain out of harm.

Finally, parents should be encouraging their children to pursue their own intellectual interests. Too many times, parents waste money on tutoring or lessons that their children aren't interested in. Why pay for piano lessons if your kid hates the piano? He's not going to become the next Mozart if he hates it. And parents shouldn't spend so much money on educational software if it's for something that their child has no interest in. Of course, these suggestions might only reduce a few thousand dollars off the total price tag, but, at today's rates, every dollar counts.


Narrator
 　现在听一段课堂录音，主题与刚刚阅读的文章相同。

W：众所周知，现在在美国抚养孩子很贵。事实上，这是很多夫妇都选择只要一个孩子或者不要孩子的一个原因。然而，我并不是劝阻大家不要孩子。这里有一些方法可以降低开销。

举个例子，很多家庭甚至是那些有健康保险的家庭都把大笔的钱花在孩子的医疗上。这是可以理解的，但是家长应该预防孩子得病而不是在得病之后再去治疗，从长远看来这可以为人们省钱。一种预防方法是保持绝对的干净。一个干净的孩子就是健康的孩子。干净的孩子不容易生病，而且也很少过敏反应。这是一项投资。

另外一个减少开销的方法也和健康有关。我们常常听到有孩子在厨房里被烧伤或者不小心弄伤自己。记住，就算有健康保险，去一趟医院还是会花去数万美金。所以父母应该教孩子如何保证自己的安全。知道了如何保证安全就会降低孩子受伤的机会，使孩子远离伤害。

最后，家长们应当鼓励他们的孩子追随自己的学习兴趣。有太多的父母在孩子并不感兴趣的家教辅导和课程上浪费钱。为什么孩子讨厌钢琴还要花钱要他去上钢琴课呢？如果他讨厌钢琴，那么他就不可能成为第二个莫扎特。而且父母也不应当花那么多钱买那些孩子根本不感兴趣的教育软件。当然，这些建议也许只能减少所有开销当中的几千美金，但是在现在这种情况下，每一美元都很重要。


Sample Answer


The reading passage states that the cost of raising children in the United States is higher than in other countries. The professor, however, claims there are many ways to decrease these costs.

The reading mentions that raising a child from birth to college averages $260,000. It declares that this number is often higher and does not include expenses like travel or toys. The professor notes that health care costs are enormous. She says that if parents practice prevention and keep their children clean and healthy, they can save lots of money.

The reading then argues that American tuition rates are much higher than in Europe, where many attend school for free. It also states that products in these countries are cheaper than in the U.S. However, the professor counters by saying parents should educate their children about safety. This will keep their children from getting hurt and will save thousands in medical expenses.

Finally, responding to the claim that American parents spend more money on excessive or unnecessary items, the professor declares that parents should first learn what their children enjoy before paying for it. For example, parents should not pay for piano lessons if their child hates playing the piano.

The professor comes up with several ways to decrease the price of raising a child, thereby making it more appealing to couples.

阅读文章说在美国抚养一个孩子的费用比在其他国家要高。但教授却说其实有很多方法降低这笔开销。

阅读文章中提到，抚养一个孩子从出生到大学毕业平均要花费26万美元。据说这个数字常常会更高，而且它还不包括旅行和玩具之类的费用。教授指出，卫生保健的费用是巨大的。她说如果父母采取预防措施并使他们的孩子保持干净和健康，就能够节省很多钱。

阅读文章还说美国的学费要比欧洲的贵得多，在欧洲很多人上学是免费的。他还说欧洲国家的产品要比美国的便宜。然而，教授却说父母应当给孩子进行安全教育。这会使孩子免受伤害并节省上万美金的医疗费用。

最后，为了回应美国父母花了很多钱在多余的和不必要的东西上的言论，教授说父母应当在花钱之前首先了解他们的孩子喜欢什么。比如，如果孩子讨厌钢琴，父母就不应当花钱让他们去上钢琴课。

教授举出一些方法来降低抚养孩子的费用，从而使抚养孩子对夫妇们更有吸引力。

Task2 (Independent Writing)


Sample Answer


Today, advertisers use various ways to make their advertisements more appealing. In most cases, they appear to be successful at making their products seem much better than they really are; thus they are able to tempt customers to purchase them. I have a number of reasons for feeling this way, and they are all based upon my own personal experiences.

First, my family has occasionally purchased products after seeing them advertised on commercials. Unfortunately, several purchases turned out to be misguided. For example, once we saw several advertisements for a new car. The advertisements stated that the car had excellent engineering, so it would never break down. My parents then purchased the car; however, after just a couple of weeks, it broke down because of an engine problem. We only kept that car for a couple of years, but, during that time, we had numerous problems with it and frequently had to get it repaired.

Another example of the exaggerating effects of advertisements is the many advertisements for restaurants on television. These are especially common for fast-food restaurants. The food in the commercials always looks delicious, and the people seem to enjoy eating it. Also, the appearance and presentation of the food in the commercials are amazing. These commercials have often prompted me to encourage my family to visit some of these restaurants. However, in many instances, the food was not as delicious as the actors in the commercials made it appear to be. Additionally, the helpings of food were smaller, and it did not look as appetizing as the food in the commercials did.

There is one more way in which advertisers often make their products look more attractive than reality. They often advertise a price that is not the correct one. Instead, it is much cheaper than the real price of the product. I saw this once in an advertisement for an airline. It was promoting very cheap fares anywhere in the country. However, when my father called to ask about the tickets, the operator told him there were many restrictions on those flights. According to them, we had to fly on certain dates and at specific times. And there were not many cheap tickets available. So, while there were some cheap tickets for sale, there were just a few, and we were not able to buy any.

I believe it is clear that advertisements show their products much better than they are in reality. Unfortunately, these commercials give consumers the wrong idea about the products being sold.

现在的广告商通过不同的方法使他们的广告更吸引人。在大多数情况下，他们似乎成功地使产品看起来比实际的要好得多，如此一来，他们就能吸引消费者去购买其产品。我之所以这么认为有很多原因，而且这些原因都是建立在我的个人经历上的。

首先，我们家有些东西是在看了电视广告之后去买的。不幸的是，结果证明好几次购买行为都是被误导的。举个例子，有一次，我们看了关于一辆新车的几个广告。这些广告都说这辆车的引擎很好，永远都不会坏。之后我爸爸妈妈就买了这辆车，然而，仅仅几周之后，这辆车就因为引擎的问题坏了。那辆车我们只用了几年而已。但是在那段时间里，它总是给我们带来很多问题，需要经常修理。

体现广告夸张效果的另一个例子是电视上许多餐馆的广告。这在快餐店尤其常见。在广告中食物看起来总是很美味，人们看上去也吃得很享受。而且广告里面食物的外表和介绍都十分诱人。这些广告常常促使我鼓动全家人去那些餐馆吃饭。然而，在很多情况下，那些食物并没有广告里看上去得那么美味。还有，那些食物的分量也比广告里的小，看上去也不像广告里的那样让人垂涎。

广告商还有另外一个方法使他们的产品看起来比实际的更吸引人。广告中的价格通常不是真实价格，往往要比实际价格便宜。我在一个关于航空公司的广告里就见过这样的事情。它推销去全国各地的非常便宜的机票。然而，当我爸爸打电话去咨询机票的事情时，话务员告诉他那些航班有很多限制。据他们说，我们必须在特定的日期和时间去乘飞机。而且，他们那里也没有很多便宜的机票。因此，虽然有一些便宜的机票卖，但是数量很少，我们不能买到我们想要的任何机票。

我认为，很明显，广告总是使产品看起来比实际的好很多。令人遗憾的是，这些广告给顾客传递了待售产品的错误信息。


Actual Test 02

Task1 (Integrated Writing)

■ Reading

近来，法律执行方面最具争议的一项就是超速摄像机。这些摄像机被安装在不同地方，用来监控过往车辆的速度。通过安装雷达探测器，它们会拍下超速驾驶者，然后违规者会收到一张日后需要缴纳的超速罚单。虽然很多人不喜欢超速摄像机，但是它们对社会的确有好处。

首先，它们使得道路更加安全了。虽然有时候路边会有标志指明周围有超速摄像机，但大部分情况下它们都藏在人们的视线之外。如果司机感觉或者知道周围有超速摄像机，他们常常会开得慢一点，因为超速罚单的罚金会高达两百美金或者更多。车速越低意味着交通事故越少，所以超速摄像机已经在保护人们了。

其次，有了超速摄像机，警察们就不用浪费很多时间去找超速者。这使得他们可以去做其他重要的工作，比如说逮捕罪犯和维护公共安全。事实上，由于超速摄像机的成功，越来越多的超速摄像机正被安装，如此一来，将来，警察可能完全不需要去处理超速罚单了。

最后，因为超速摄像机提供了确凿的证据证明一个人是否超速，很少有人在法庭里对缴纳罚单提出异议。异议的减少使得交通法庭大大松了口气，完全不用再受这些案件的折磨。所以，当大多数违规者在邮箱中收到一张他们违规的照片时，他们会直接签好支票去缴罚款，而不是像以前一样对罚单提出质疑了。

■ Listening


Narrator
 　Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

M:I must say that I find speed cameras to be some of the most abhorrent devices that police departments all across the country are using. Not only do they infringe upon our basic rights, but they are also inherently dangerous. Here, let me give you a few reasons as to why I feel this way.

First of all, speed cameras actually don't make the roads safer. They make them more dangerous in many cases. Why? Let me explain. People are often worried about getting a speeding ticket since they cost so much money. So, if a person is speeding and suddenly notices a camera, what's he going to do? Slam on the brakes. That's what. And then the car behind him might just slam into him. There are numerous documented cases of accidents occurring because people tried suddenly to slow down upon seeing a traffic camera. So they aren't saving lives. In some cases, they are ending them.

Here's another thing. Now that fewer police officers are being tasked to catching speeders, they have more time to snoop around and bother law-abiding citizens. Just the other week I was harassed in the park by a cop when all I was doing was sitting on a park bench feeding the squirrels. And you'll notice that crime rates haven't decreased since these speed cameras have been installed. So what are the cops doing with their extra time?

Finally, cameras malfunction. Several people have received pictures in the mail that weren't even their cars. And others have gotten ticketed when they were definitely not speeding. Simply put, these cameras cannot be trusted to be completely accurate, and the government would be wise to ban their use before they cause any more problems.


Narrator
 　现在听一段课堂录音，主题与刚刚阅读的文章相同。

M：我必须要说我认为超速摄像机是全国的警察使用的最令人厌恶的装置之一。它们不仅侵犯了我们的基本权益，而且本身就很危险。现在，让我告诉大家我为什么这么认为。

首先，超速摄像机实际上并没有让公路更安全。很多情况下它们使得公路更危险。为什么呢？让我来解释一下。人们总是担心会收到超速罚单，因为那会花很多钱。所以，如果一个人在超速时突然看到一台超速摄像机，他会怎么做呢？紧急刹车。那就是他会做的。然后他后面的车就可能撞向他。很多记录在案的交通事故都是因为人们看到超速摄像机而突然放慢速度才发生的。所以它们并没有拯救生命； 在很多情况下，是在结束人们的生命。

还有另外一个原因。现在很少有警察去抓超速者，他们有更多时间去四处巡视，烦扰守法的公民。在上周我就被一个警察惹恼了，而当时我只是坐在公园的长凳上喂松鼠。而且你会发现犯罪率并没有由于超速摄像机的安装而降低。所以警察们在额外的时间里都在干些什么？

最后，超速摄像机会出故障。有的人收到了超速照片而那上面并不是他们的车。另外一些人绝对没有超速却收到了罚单。简言之，不能信赖这些摄像机是完全准确的，政府应当在它们产生更多问题之前就禁止使用它们。


Sample Answer


The reading passage makes the argument that speed cameras are beneficial to society. The professor, however, argues that they strip people of their rights and are actually dangerous.

First, the reading claims that speed cameras make roads safer because people will drive slowly for fear of paying heavy fines. Because they are driving slower, they have few accidents. The professor, however, says that speed cameras make roads more dangerous. According to him, people who are speeding will slow down suddenly upon seeing a camera, thereby often causing accidents as they try to avoid getting ticketed.

The reading also states that speed cameras allow officers to spend more time catching criminals instead of watching for speeders. The professor counters this argument by mentioning that police are starting to harass law-abiding citizens like him. Also, he states that crime rates have not decreased lately, so the police are obviously not doing much with this extra time.

Finally, while the reading claims that the backlog of court cases is decreasing as fewer people protest their tickets in courts because of speed cameras, the professor says that many people are being improperly fined, so speed cameras cannot be trusted. For this reason, he believes they should be banned.

阅读文章说超速摄像机对社会有益，教授却认为它们剥夺了人们的权利，而且实际上还很危险。

首先，阅读文章称超速摄像机使得公路更安全，因为人们会因害怕交昂贵的罚单而放慢驾驶速度。因为他们开得越慢，交通事故就越少。但是教授却说超速摄像机其实使得公路更危险了。他认为，超速的人一看到摄像机就会突然放慢速度以免被罚，这常常会导致交通事故。

阅读文章还说超速摄像机使得警察不用查找超速者，从而有更多时间去抓捕罪犯。教授却反驳说警察们开始烦扰像他一样的守法公民，他还指出近来犯罪率并没有下降，所以警察们并没有在额外的时间里做了很多有意义的事。

最后，阅读文章中说因为有了超速摄像机，很少有人对超速驾驶的罚单提出异议，积压在法庭的案件也在减少。而教授却说很多人都收到了不当的罚款，所以超速摄像机并不可信，基于这个原因，他认为它们应当被禁用。

Task2 (Independent Writing)


Sample Answer


Although I believe the lessons students learn in classrooms are important, I do not think they learn the most important lessons there. Instead, I feel that the most important lessons learned in life are those taught outside of the classroom.

First of all, students learn many important lessons from their families. Students may spend several hours a day at school, but they spend even more time at home with their families. Families are easily the most important things in students' lives. Students can watch the relationships between their parents, brothers, and sisters. And they can also learn how to interact with each family member. When they get older, they will most likely have families of their own, so it is crucial for them to learn how to get along with their own family first.

Next, many students participate in sports and athletics. Sometimes they do this as members of a team. But all students at least participate in recess and physical education. When students play a game or sport, they are not just getting exercise. Instead, they are also learning about teamwork and how to work well with others. This is important because, in the future, almost everyone will find jobs after graduating from high school or college. People must work well together at their jobs in order to be as productive and efficient as possible. Learning how to work with others actually begins on the playground, not in classrooms, where individualism is often promoted rather than teamwork.

Finally, once school finishes, many students hang out with each other and engage in various group activities like doing their homework, playing computer games, or just watching movies. Basically, these students are learning how to get along with their peers. They are also developing friendships. Students learn early on that not everyone is the same and that people have different personalities. So, by hanging out and doing things together with their friends, students can learn how to get along with others. This is a very important lesson for life since students will meet hundreds or even thousands of people in their lifetimes.

It seems obvious that the best lessons for life are learned while students are outside of the classroom. Although they might not think of what they are doing as learning, students are in fact developing skills they will need and use for the rest of their lives.

虽然我认为学生们在课堂里学的课程很重要，但是我认为他们在课堂里无法学到最重要的东西。相反，我觉得人生当中能学到的最重要的东西，其实是在课堂之外学到的。

首先，学生们能从他们的家人那里学到很多重要的东西。学生可能每天都在学校度过几个小时，但是他们在家里和家人待在一起的时间更长。无疑，家人在学生的生活当中是最重要的。学生们能观察他们的父母、 兄弟、 姐妹之间的关系，而且他们也能够学习如何和每个家庭成员相处。当他们长大了，他们很可能会拥有自己的家庭，因此首先学会如何与自己的家人相处对于他们来说很重要。

其次，很多学生会参加一些体育运动。有的时候他们会组成一个团队，但至少所有的学生都会参加课外活动或上体育课。当学生们玩游戏或者做运动的时候，他们不仅得到了体育锻炼，而且还学到了团队精神以及如何与别人合作。这很重要，因为将来几乎所有人在高中或者大学毕业之后都要找工作。在工作中，人们协力合作，尽量使工作有成果和效率。学习如何与别人合作其实是从操场上开始的，而不是课堂上，因为在课堂上人们更强调个人主义而不是团队精神。

最后，放学之后很多学生会结伴一起做家庭作业、 玩电脑游戏，或者只是去看电影。基本上，这些学生都在学习如何和他们的同龄人相处。他们也在增进彼此之间的友情。学生们很早就知道并非每个人都是相同的，每个人都有不同的个性。所以，通过和朋友一起出去玩或者一起做事情，学生们能够学到如何与别人相处。这是生活当中非常重要的一课，因为学生们在他们的生命历程中会遇到许许多多不同的人。

很明显，生活当中最重要的东西是学生们在课堂之外才能学习到的。虽然他们也许并不认为他们在做的都是一种学习，但实际上，他们在这个过程中锻炼了自己在日后生活当中需要以及能用得着的技能。



附录

音频下载链接：http://download.dogwood.com.cn/chuguo/xtfkszxjjzjxz.zip
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Introduction

A. Information on the TOEFL®
 iBT


The Format of the TOEFL®
 iBT


[image: 0006-01]


B. Information on the Writing Section

The Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT measures test takers' ability to use writing to communicate in an academic environment. This section has two writing tasks. For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then answer a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second writing task, you will answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

1. Types of Writing Tasks

（1）Integrated Writing Task


	Read -You will read a short text of about 230～300 words on an academic topic for 3 minutes. You may take notes on the reading passage.

	Listen-After reading the text, you will listen to a lecture discussing the same topic from a different perspective for about 2 minutes. You may take notes on the lecture.

	Write - You will have 20 minutes to write a 150- to 225-word summary in response to the following kinds of questions:




Casting Doubt


_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.

_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific claims/arguments made in the reading passage.


cf.
 This question type accounts for almost all the questions that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.


Problem-Solution


_ Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.

（2）Integrated Writing Task

You will have 30 minutes to write an essay of at least 300 words in response to the following kinds of questions:


Agree/Disagree


_ Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? [A sentence or sentences that present an issue]
 Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.


cf.
 This question type accounts for almost all the essay topics that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.


Preference


_ Some people say X. Others believe Y. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

_ Some people do X. Others people do Y. Which do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

2. Writing Scoring Rubrics

（1）Integrated Task（Question 1）

Your response to the Integrated Task will be scored according to these criteria:



	Score
	Task Description



	
5

	A response at this level is a well-organized summary of the lecture in connection with the reading. The response includes important points made in the lecture and appropriately explains how they are related to important points made in the reading. It shows appropriate language structure and usage, with only occasional minor errors which do not interfere with conveying information and connections.



	
4

	A response at this level contains most of the important points from the lecture and the reading and is generally good in relating the information from the lecture to that of the reading. But it may omit some points or explain them imprecisely. It may also show noticeable minor language errors or an occasional lack of clarity.



	
3

	A response at this level includes some important information from the lecture and connects it with the relevant information from the reading. But it may omit one key point made in the lecture and shows only limited understanding of the information. Some content or connections between ideas may be incomplete or incorrect; errors in grammar or usage make some sentences unclear.



	
2

	A response at this level does not include sufficient relevant information from the lecture and the reading and is not successful in relating the information from the lecture to that from the reading. It is characterized by language errors or expressions that make it difficult for the reader to understand key ideas or to follow connections among ideas.



	
1

	A response at this level contains little or no important points from the lecture and fails to relate information from the lecture and the reading. It is poorly written and contains so many language errors that it is difficult to understand it.



	
0

	A response at this level only copies sentences from the reading, is not related to the topic, is written in a language other than English, or is blank.




（2）Independent Task（Question 2）

Your essay for the Independent Task will be scored according to these criteria:



	Score
	Task Description



	
5

	An essay at this level effectively responds to the topic and task by clearly stating an opinion and is easy to understand. It is well organized and shows unity, progression, and coherence. It is well developed with clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and/or details, and it displays a good command of language, including a variety of sentence structures and well-suited choices of words and idioms to express ideas.



	
4

	An essay at this level responds to the topic and task well, but some points may not be fully supported. It is generally well organized and shows unity, progression, and coherence with only occasional redundancy or lack of clarity. It also is generally well developed with appropriate examples, reasons, and/or details, and it demonstrates a good use of language, including various sentence structures and range of vocabulary with occasional language errors that do not obscure the meaning.



	
3

	An essay at this level responds to the topic and task on a basic level with somewhat developed examples, reasons, and/or details. It shows unity, progression, and coherence in spite of occasional, unclear connections among ideas. It is also characterized by correct but limited use of grammar and vocabulary, including errors in sentence formation and word choice that may make some sentences unclear or difficult to understand.



	
2

	An essay at this level displays limited development in response to the topic and task, with inappropriate or insufficient supporting details. It has poor organization or connections among ideas and is marked by obviously inappropriate word choice or word forms and an accumulation of errors in grammar and/or usage.



	
1

	An essay at this level responds to the task confusingly. It lacks any organization and development. It contains little or no detail or details that are not related to the task, and it shows serious and frequent errors in grammar and usage.



	
0

	An essay at this level only contains words from the topic, is not related to the topic, is written in a language other than English, or is blank.






How to Use This Book


How to Master Skills for the TOEFL®
 iBT Writing Advanced
 is designed to be used either as a textbook for a TOEFL®
 iBT writing preparation course or as a tool for individual learners who are preparing for the TOEFL®
 test on their own. With a total of 20 units, this book is organized to prepare you for the test by providing you with a comprehensive understanding of the test and thorough practice of essential skills and question types to address the writing tasks on the TOEFL®
 iBT. Each unit provides a step-by-step program that can enhance your writing ability as well as familiarize you with the question types asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT. At the back of the book are a list of essential essay topics and two actual tests of the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT.

PART 1　Integrated Writing
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In this section, you will practice taking notes while reading an academic passage and listening to a lecture on the same topic. Also, you will practice identifying and expressing the main arguments from both the reading and the lecture on a sentence level.
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This section allows you to practice combining the main arguments from both the reading and the lecture in one sentence. It also provides you with a useful template for writing a response.
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In this part, you will be presented with a new academic passage and a lecture and will be asked to make a summary on your own. You can evaluate your response with the given checklist.

PART 2　Independent Writing
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This section will help you brainstorm your ideas about the essay topic. You can practice generating your ideas in a structured way by using a mind map. Try to come up with as many ideas as possible.
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This section will help you practice making an outline of your ideas and translating them into sentences. You can practice organizing your brainstormed ideas into a logical sequence and writing the most important sentences in an essay-the thesis statement, topic sentences, and the summary sentence（s）.
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This section will ask you to complete an essay based on your outline. You should support your thesis statement and topic sentences with appropriate details, such as general statements, reasons, and examples.
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This part offers a new essay topic on which you should write an essay on your own. You have to plan your time to write the essay in 30 minutes. You can evaluate your essay with the given checklist.
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This part provides you with a list of essential essay topics reconstructed from the ones that have so far been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT. By practicing writing your essays on these topics, you will effectively prepare yourself for the Independent Writing Task of the TOEFL®
 iBT.
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This part offers two full practice tests that are modeled on the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT. These tests will familiarize you with the actual test format of the TOEFL®
 iBT.



PART 1　Integrated Writing


【答案链接】


Unit 1　Anthropology

Unit 2　Biology I

Unit 3　Environment I

Unit 4　Health

Unit 5　History

Unit 6　Archaeology

Unit 7　Astronomy

Unit 8　Business

Unit 9　Biology II

Unit 10　Environment II

Overview

■ Introduction

The Integrated Writing Task on the TOEFL®
 iBT has two parts. The first part is a reading passage, and the second part is a listening lecture that is related to the reading passage. After reading and listening, you must then answer a question related to the passage and lecture.

Reading

The reading passage, which covers an academic topic, is typically 230-300 words long, and the reading time is 3 minutes. There is typically an introduction paragraph to begin the passage. Then the reading passage provides some main points in the body. There may or may not be a short conclusion.

Listening

The listening lecture is typically 230-300 words long and takes about 2 minutes. The lecture begins with a short introduction and then follows by providing counterpoints that relate to the topic. These points typically cast doubt upon or challenge the arguments that were made in the reading passage. Sometimes, they may provide solutions to the problems posed in the reading.

Writing

The ideal response provides information on all the points and counterpoints that are given in the reading and the lecture. The summary should be about 150-225 words long although it may be longer. You should not give an opinion in the summary.

■ Question Types

1. Casting Doubt


	Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.

	Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they challenge specific claims/arguments made in the reading passage.




cf. This question type accounts for almost all of the questions that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.


2. Problem-Solution


	Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to specifically explain how they answer the problems raised in the reading passage.



■ Useful Tips

1. Casting Doubt

You should mention all three points and counterpoints. You should relate each point and its counterpoint one at a time, providing the reasons why each counterpoint disagrees with the point in the reading passage.

2. Problem-Solution

You should note the individual solutions that the lecture provides for each problem. The professor will mention why each solution will work. You should be sure to include the reasons for these solutions in your response.

■ Key Strategies

1. Note Taking & Outlining

_ Take notes on each of the main points in the reading passage and the lecture.

_ Create an outline to show each point and counterpoint.

_ Focus on the main ideas, not the minor ones.

2. Synthesizing & Organizing

_ Recognize how the points and counterpoints are related to one another.

_ Be sure to mention all three of the points and counterpoints in your response.

_ Paraphrase the sentences from the reading passage and the lecture.

_ Organize your response by including an introduction and, when appropriate, a short conclusion.

3. Writing & Checking（TOEFL iBT Practice）

_ Write your response from the notes that you made.

_ Be sure to include an introduction, body, and conclusion. However, the conclusion is optional.

_ Check over your writing to make sure that you did not make any mistakes.

Sample iBT Question


Directions
 　Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.

Reading

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2

The factory is a product of both the eighteenth and, even more so, nineteenth centuries. The rise of factories began in England and eventually spread throughout the world. There were three primary reasons as to why this occurred.

Prior to the creation of factories, the majority of work, including making clothes and even metal tools, was done by hand by people in their homes or in small shops. The main technological achievement that enabled the rise of factories was the steam engine. Originally developed in the mid-eighteenth century to pump water out of deep coal mines, the steam engine provided its user with enough power to do the work of many people. The steam engines people owned, therefore, needed to be centralized in protective buildings to maximize their capabilities. Factories were a direct result of this need.

The steam engine and, later, the internal combustion engine, brought about improved transportation thanks to the inventions of the railroad and steamship. Railroads could transport raw materials to a central point, like a factory, where workers and machines could subsequently transform them into finished products. The railroads and steamships could then turn around and transport these goods to markets throughout the world.

Another key point in the rise of factories, particularly in England, was property rights. Subsistence farming had been a way of life for untold centuries. However, many people did not own their own land but merely farmed wherever they could.“Enclosures,”land that was enclosed by hedges and fences and owned by individuals, became dominant features in England. Those without any land became the suppliers of cheap labor in factories. Additionally, laws preventing private property from government seizure encouraged both the development of the land's resources and the further construction of factories.


Directions
 　Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.
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Listening

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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Script

Male Professor: It's unquestionable that several, uh, unique circumstances in England enabled the rise of factories to occur. But new technology, improved transportation methods, and advances in property laws are [emphasis
 ] not the reasons why this happened.

Steam engines were crucial components of the Industrial Revolution, yet they needed to be built from something. In fact, it was in iron foundries, where the development of strong iron and then steel occurred, that the key aspect in the rise of factories took place. Iron and steel were integral components for parts of steam engines, for making trains and ships, and for building the factories themselves.

Nor can transportation account for the rise of factories. Many factories were built near the resources, such as coal and water, which they required. That's why we've seen many industrial centers spring up near coal mines and rivers. Think of the Ruhr in Germany as an example. Also, railroads weren't developed until the 1840s and didn't spread around the world until the end of the nineteenth century. Consider that... [pauses
 ] Factories had existed for decades prior to the development of railroads. Additionally, sailing ships were very much in use worldwide even into the early twentieth century, so, well, transportation clearly wasn't that important to factories.

The rise of individual property rights in England encouraged the development of factories and provided a large labor pool. However, this wasn't the case in many countries. Let me see... [pauses
 ] In Russia, the government or noblemen typically owned factories. And many of the first factories in several countries, including England, were used to make weapons or gunpowder for the military. This production was centralized so as to have exact standards for weapons. In fact, there is much evidence that the concept of the factory comes from their early usage as buildings for manufacturing arms.


Directions
 　You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.


Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2

Sample Answer


[Introductory sentence]
 The reading passage's author is convinced there were several reasons why the rise of factories occurred in England, yet the professor disagrees that they were the main reasons why factories became successful.


[Relation 1]
 The first reason the reading ascribes to the rise of factories is the steam engine. The reading mentions that since steam engines could do the work of several men, they had to be put in central locations, which gave rise to factories. [Refutation 1]
 Meanwhile, the professor believes it was not steam engines but the iron and steel used to make them that were the real important factors, especially since they could also make railroads, ships, and factories.


[Relation 2]
 While the reading passage's author believes the inventions of railroads and steamships enabled raw materials and finished products to be transported quickly worldwide, [Refutation 2]
 the professor points out that railroads were invented decades after factories and sailing ships were still being used in the twentieth century.


[Relation 3]
 Finally, the reading notes that property rights forced landless people to work in factories and enabled landowners further to develop factories. [Refutation 3]
 However, the professor claims that it was really the standardized production of weapons, for which factories often were first used, that led to their rise.


[Conclusion]
 The reading passage's author and professor clearly disagree on the reasons why the rise of factories occurred.


Unit 1　Anthropology


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


In the area today covered by several states in the American Southwest, the Anasazi Indians, who are sometimes referred to as Pueblo Indians, once lived. The Anasazi had a history that went back into prehistoric times. They even experienced a several-hundred-year golden age that ended around 1150. However, the Anasazi suddenly vanished only a couple of centuries later. Many anthropologists attribute their disappearance to war.

Archaeologists have combed through the ruins of past Anasazi settlements. One feature they have noted is that there are a large number of places which were burned. Even some of the Anasazi's ritual sites were burned. This strongly suggests the reason for the burnings was invasions by warring tribes. Many American Indian tribes would burn the settlements of the tribes they had defeated in battle. The fact that Anasazi sites were burned shows they too must have been conquered.

At these same sites, archaeologists have also unearthed a large number of personal articles that once belonged to individual Anasazi. Many of these items, including pottery, jewelry, and other personal effects, would have been valuable to their owners. In most cases, their owners would not have left them. However, many believe that because of the sudden onset of war, their owners were either slain or had no time to gather their belongings as they fled from approaching enemies.

There is also the geographical aspect of the Anasazi. Their settlements, which were mostly in modern-day Arizona and New Mexico, were located in places with abundant sources of water, a unique feature for the American Southwest. It would only be natural that other tribes, coveting the rich land, would make war upon the Anasazi and attempt to drive them out, as they, apparently successfully, did.

• vanish（v）
 to disappear

• archaeologist（n）
 a person who studies past cultures

• comb（v）
 to search thoroughly; to examine

• ruins（n）
 the remains of old structures

• ritual（a）
 ceremonial; holy

• warring（a）
 fighting; making war

• conquer（v）
 to defeat

• unearth（v）
 to dig up; to discover

• effect（n）
 a belonging; a possession

• be slain（phr）
 to be killed

• covet（v）
 to desire; to want very much




The Anasazi Disappeared
 （1）_____

1. Many parts of settlements are burned


	（2）_____soften burned settlements of tribes they defeated

	Proves that Anasazi were（3）_____



2. Many personal items found by archaeologists


	Items like（4）_____ → have value 2 owners

	Owners left them when（5）_____



3. Geographical aspect


	（6）_____

	Land desired by other tribes → Anasazi were driven out by victorious tribes



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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relatively（ad）
 fairly; moderately


colleague（n）
 a coworker; a person with the same profession


subscribe to（phr）
 to agree with


feature（n）
 an aspect; a characteristic


plea（n）
 an appeal


dig（n）
 an excavation


scattered（a）
 spread out; strewn


thirst（v）
 to need liquids, especially water


call one's attention to（phr）
 to make someone watch or listen to something


barren（a）
 desolate; unproductive; unfertile




The Anasazi Disappeared
 （1）_____

1. Burned areas in Anasazi settlements


	（2）_____→ burned their own sites



2. Many scattered objects at dig sites


	（3）_____no need 4 extra personal belongings




3.
 （4）_____


	Population rose（5）_____during golden age

	（6）_____→ land became barren & dry → Anasazi disappeared



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　Many archaeologists attribute the sudden disappearance of the Anasazi Indians to war.


Listening
 　It was due to a lack of water that the Anasazi disappeared.

→ Combine
 　The reading passage states that_____; however, the professor insists that_____.

2　Reading
 　The fact that Anasazi sites were burned shows they must have been conquered.


Listening
 　They were holding ceremonies in which they burned their own sites in a plea to their gods to help them find new sites with access to water.

→ Combine
 　Although the author of the reading claims that_____, the professor counters that argument by asserting that_____.

3　Reading
 　Because of the sudden onset of war, the owners were either slain or had no time to gather their belongings as they fled from approaching enemies.


Listening
 　The Anasazi, thirsting for water, simply had no need for extra personal belongings, so they left them in their settlements when they departed in search of new homes.

→ Combine
 　While the reading mentions that_____, the lecturer believes that_____.

4　Reading
 　It was natural that other tribes, coveting the rich land, made war upon the Anasazi and drove them out.


Listening
 　What few water supplies remained simply could not satisfy the Anasazi's large population.

→ Combine
 　In contrast to the reading, which claims that_____, the lecturer states that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The reading claims that_____.

2　The lecturer, meanwhile, states that_____.



	
Body 1

	3　First, the reading declares that_____.

4　The lecturer, however, claims that_____.

5　He thinks_____.



	
Body 2

	6　Second, the professor claims that_____.

7　The reading, on the other hand, makes the argument that_____.



	
Body 3

	8　Finally, although the reading mentions that_____, the professor states that_____.

9　According to him, their population rose_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	10　In conclusion, _____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Neanderthals were an ancient species of humans that lived from around 130,000 to 50,000 years ago. They primarily resided in the area which is now Europe and Western Asia. While anthropologists do not yet know everything about Neanderthals, many have arrived at the conclusion that Neanderthals were in fact able to speak.

By examining a number of fossilized remains, anthropologists have determined that Neanderthals had large brains. As a matter of fact, Neanderthals had a cranial capacity about ten percent larger than modern humans have. Anthropologists rightly reason that with brains that large, Neanderthals must have been able to communicate through speech.

Slightly over twenty years ago, a hyoid bone belonging to a Neanderthal was found. The hyoid bone connects the muscles between the larynx and the tongue. This bone enables its possessor to move its tongue in a large number of different ways, thereby making the likelihood of speech even greater. This proves that Neanderthals were capable of speech and that they most likely made use of this ability.

In addition, researchers have determined that Neanderthals developed various muscles in their stomach regions. These muscles not only permitted them to control their breathing but also helped them create the sounds necessary for speech. Because of these muscles, which humans also have, they were again more likely to be able to communicate through speech. Accordingly, it is clear that Neanderthals were able to speak and did, in fact, use speech to communicate with others.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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TOEFL iBT Writing
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Reading

Neanderthals_____

1. Large brains

____________________

2. Hyoid bone b/t larynx & tongue

____________________

3. Various muscles in stomach area

____________________




Listening

Neanderthals_____

1. Size of brain ≠ important

____________________

2. Hyoid bone ≠ ability to speak

____________________

3. Stomach muscles 4 other uses

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they challenge specific claims made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ primarily（ad）
 mostly; mainly

□ reside（v）
 to live

□ anthropologist（n）
 a social scientist who studies humans and their cultures

□ fossilized（a）
 the state of having become a fossil

□ cranial（a）
 relating to the brain

□ capacity（n）
 capability; ability

□ larynx（n）
 a part of the body where the vocal cords are located

□ likelihood（n）
 a probability; a possibility

□ permit（v）
 to allow; to enable

□ accordingly（ad）
 therefore; consequently


Listening


□ controversy（n）
 a debate; an argument

□ allege（v）
 to claim or assert without proof

□ analysis（n）
 the detailed study or examination of something

□ complexity（n）
 complication; intricacy

□ remains（n）
 the leftover part of some creature or object; remnants

□ guarantee（v）
 to promise

□ concede（v）
 to admit

□ integral（a）
 being an essential part of something

□ harsh（a）
 cruel

□ engage in（phr）
 to partake in something; to be able to do something


Unit 2　Biology I


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


The dodo was a large, flightless bird native to the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. Mauritius was colonized by Dutch settlers in the late sixteenth century, and, fewer than one hundred years later, the last dodo disappeared. There is much speculation as to why the dodo disappeared, but experts have narrowed the reasons down to the actions of humans.

There were no humans on Mauritius prior to the Dutch's arrival, so the dodos had no fear of humans and thus were easily hunted. The Dutch also brought other animals, such as cats, dogs, pigs, and various farm animals, and there were many instances where these animals hunted dodos or destroyed their eggs and nests. The dodo, being flightless, built its nests on the ground in forested areas and laid its eggs in these nests. The eggs and young dodos therefore had no protection against predators.

When the Dutch colonized Mauritius, they began rapidly altering the land for farming. They cleared forests, which destroyed the dodos' natural habitats. The dodos soon had fewer places to make their nests and lay their eggs. Also, since the dodos fed on the tropical fruits native to the island, when the Dutch chopped down the trees, a large part of the dodos' food supply was destroyed.

Some also speculate that the outsiders introduced a disease which proceeded to wipe out the dodos. Some diseases may pass from humans to animals or, more commonly, from animal to animal. This would account for the virtually overnight disappearance of the dodos. The introduction of a new species often wreaks havoc on the natives. For example, when the European settlers arrived in America, many Native Americans died due to a lack of immunity to new diseases. The same could easily have happened to the dodo.

• colonize（v）
 to take control of; to conquer

• speculation（n）
 an assumption; a theory

• prior to（phr）
 before; preceding

• predator（n）
 a killer; a hunter; an enemy

• alter（v）
 to change

• chop down（phr）
 to fell; to cut down

• wipe out（phr）
 to eliminate; to kill entirely

• account for（phr）
 to explain

• virtually（ad）
 practically; almost

• overnight（a）
 very quick; rapid

• wreak havoc（phr）
 to destroy; to cause many problems

• immunity（n）
 resistance




The Dodo Disappeared
 （1）_____


1.
 （2）_____


	No humans on the island until the Dutch's arrival →（3）_____

	Dutch brought many animals→preyed on dodos & their eggs




2.
 （4）_____


	Dutch cleared forests →（5）_____

	Many fruit trees were cut down→much of the dodos' food supply disappeared




3.
 （6）_____


	No immunity → sudden disappearance of dodos

	Similar case: Native Americans died of European diseases



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.

[image: 0030-01]



[image: 0031-01]



spot（v）
 to see; to discover


age（n）
 a very long period of time


disgusted（a）
 sickened; appalled; filled with disgust


deforest（v）
 to cut down large areas of forest


intact（a）
 in one piece; unbroken; the same


eliminate（v）
 to kill; to destroy completely


in decline（phr）
 a downturn; a period where something is decreasing


massive（a）
 very large; huge; immense


remnant（n）
 the remainder; the leftover


populous（a）
 having large numbers or a large population



（1）_____4 the Extinction of the Dodo


1. Did not hunt dodos


	Walgvogel（Dutch name）, meaning（2）“_____”

	（3）_____→ Dutch did not enjoy the taste




2.
 （4）_____


	Large parts remained unharmed→ no serious effect on dodos

	（5）_____→ no serious effect on dodos



3. Natural disasters killed the dodo


	（6）_____→ destroyed dodos' nests & eggs

	_____→ dodos were already dying out when Dutch arrived



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture, Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　Experts have narrowed the reasons for the dodo's disappearance down to the actions of humans.


Listening
 　It is certain that humans did not cause the dodo to become extinct.

→ Combine
 　While the reading attributes_____, the professor claims_____.

2　Reading
 　There were no humans on Mauritius prior to the Dutch's arrival, so the dodos had no fear of humans and thus were easily hunted.


Listening
 　Yet despite the ease with which they could catch the dodo, the Dutch settlers were disgusted by it and did not hunt it.

→ Combine
 　According to the reading passage_____, however, the professor makes it clear that_____.

3　Reading
 　The Dutch cleared forests, which destroyed the dodos' natural habitats.


Listening
 　The dodo, which could not fly, did not make its nests in trees.

→ Combine
 　A fact mentioned in the reading is that_____, yet the lecturer believes this is unimportant because_____.

4　Reading
 　Some also speculate that the outsiders introduced a disease which proceeded to wipe out the dodos.


Listening
 　Massive cyclones struck the island many times in the past, and their high winds may have been responsible for destroying the dodos' nests and eggs while they lay unprotected on the open ground.

→ Combine
 　In opposition to the reading, which claims that_____, the professor thinks that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The reading states that_____.

2　The lecturer, however, disagrees and claims_____.



	
Body 1

	3　The first point the reading mentions is that_____.

4　It also maintains that_____.

5　On the contrary, the professor asserts that_____.



	
Body 2

	6　The next point brought up is that_____.

7　However, the professor first claims that_____.

8　He next declares that_____.



	
Body 3

	9　Finally, in contrast to the reading's argument that a disease brought by the Dutch may have killed the dodos, the professor says_____.

10　He then blames_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	11　All in all, while the reading brings up_____the professor provides_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Following so many criticisms since its publication in 1859, Charles Darwin's theory of evolution was attacked once again in 1985 by Fred Hoyle, a British scientist, based on the fossils of a prehistoric bird known as Archaeopteryx
 . Much of his criticism centered on the London Specimen, the first complete skeleton of the bird, and the Berlin Specimen, which was considered a better specimen than the former since it had a complete head.

The London Specimen was first found in Germany in 1861 and was later bought by the British National Museum of Natural History under the instruction of Richard Owen, a British biologist. Hoyle asserted this specimen was fraudulent, arguing that it was odd that the specimen was discovered only two years after Darwin's theories had been published. He accused Owen of having forged it to support Darwin's theories since Owen was a staunch evolutionist himself.

Hoyle also declared that both the London and Berlin Specimens were too perfect to be true, especially when compared to the other fossils of Archaeopteryx
 known at the time. For example, the two specimens showed detailed evidence of feathers being present; however, the other fossils did not have such feathers. In fact, he believed the fine representations of fossilized feathers were really impressions of feathers made in a thin cement layer and therefore formed the main part of the forgery.

Hoyle's final point rested on the limestone formations where the fossils were discovered. The fossils were found in blocks of limestone that had perfectly split into two pieces. One half of the fossil was perfectly preserved, but the other half was not. In addition, the two halves of the fossil did not match. Hoyle concluded that the perfect half of the fossil was the fake one.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

_____= Fakes

1. The London Specimen

____________________

2. Too perfect to be true

____________________

3. Limestone fossil split exactly in 2

____________________




Listening

_____≠Fakes

1. Was not forged

____________________

2. Feathers ≠ impressions in cement

____________________

3. Fossil in 2 sections explained

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they challenge specific claims made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ criticism（n）
 disapproval; censure

□ prehistoric（a）
 occurring a long time ago prior to recorded history

□ center on（phr）
 to focus on

□ specimen（n）
 a sample

□ skeleton（a）
 bare bones

□ fraudulent（a）
 false; fake; phony

□ odd（a）
 strange; unusual

□ detailed（a）
 thorough; minute

□ forgery（n）
 a fake; a counterfeit

□ limestone（n）
 a sedimentary rock formed from the decayed bodies of marine animals


Listening


□ controversy（n）
 a debate; an argument

□ motive（n）
 a reason for doing something

□ advocate（n）
 a supporter

□ risk（v）
 to endanger; to jeopardize

□ impression（n）
 an indentation; a mark

□ astronomer（n）
 a person who studies outer space

□ paleontologist（n）
 a person who studies dinosaurs and other prehistoric creatures

□ yield（v）
 to produce

□ confirm（v）
 to verify; to show as being correct

□ polish（v）
 to rub; to hone


Unit 3　Environment I


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


Starting in 1972, the National Park Service established a policy for forest fires called natural burn. It was acknowledged that some forest fires, such as those caused by lightning, were necessary for forests to maintain balanced ecosystems, so the fires should be allowed to burn. However, an immense fire in Yellowstone National Park in 1988 caused this policy to be abandoned since the fire was initially allowed to burn yet soon raged out of control, destroying much of the park. As a result of the fire, many believed the park to have been severely and irrevocably damaged.

The fire of 1988 destroyed much of Yellowstone, which is America's oldest and most beloved national park. Massive areas of vegetation were destroyed, and large empty spaces and acres of burned and blackened trees greeted visitors. The rivers and streams were clogged with ash, and the ecosystem of the park was altered beyond repair.

In addition, great numbers of animals were killed by the fires that burned out of control. The fires were propelled by high winds moving, in some cases, as many as ten miles a day. Many small animals perished in the flames. The fires' rapid advances gave the wildlife little chance to escape. Even today, few of these small forest dwellers have returned to live in the park.

In the years immediately following the fires, the number of visitors declined tremendously. No one was interested in seeing a blackened and treeless park on vacation. Yellowstone had previously been renowned for its marvelous vistas and unique geological formations such as the geyser Old Faithful. But now its reputation as America's wonder is damaged like the park, perhaps even permanently.

• establish（v）
 to create; to start

• immense（a）
 huge; enoi

• irrevocably（ad）
 forever; permanently

• vegetation（n）
 plant life

• clog（v）
 to stop up; to block

• propel（v）
 to push; to drive forward

• perish（v）
 to die

• dweller（n）
 an inhabitant; a resident

• vista（n）
 a view

• geyser（n）
 a hot spring that shoots up resident out of the earth




yellowstone
 （1）_____


1.
 （2）_____


	Huge areas of vegetation burned → empty spaces & burned trees

	（3）_____→ severely changed the park's ecosystem




2.
 （4）_____


	Small animals（5）_____→ few have returned 2 the park today




3.
 （6）_____


	People did not want 2 see a treeless park

	Had once been known 4 its beauty but has now been damaged greatly



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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stance（n）
 a position; an opinion


on the contrary（phr）
 in contrast; in opposition


spring up（phr）
 to grow


penetrate（v）
 to pierce; to go through


accelerate（v）
 to speed something up; to make something happen faster


drove（n）
 a group; a large number


feast on（phr）
 to eat very much


undergrowth（n）
 small, thick bushes


endure（v）
 to experience; to undergo


crisis（n）
 a disaster; an enormous problem




yellowstone
 （1）_____

1. Burned vegetation can help a forest


	Burned material goes into soil →（2）_____

	Lose many trees →（3）_____




2.
 （4）

•（5）_____are now appearing in huge numbers

3. Tourist numbers are starting 2 increase


	Fewer tourists came a/f fire b/c of（6）_____

	Economy ↑ → more tourists 2 Yellowstone



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　As a result of the fire, many believed the park to have been severely and irrevocably damaged.


Listening
 　There are numerous signs that the park is recovering while still receiving a great many visitors.

→ Combine
 　In opposition to the author of the reading passage, who believes_____, the professor is convinced that_____.

2　Reading
 　The rivers and streams were clogged with ash, and the ecosystem of the park was altered beyond repair.


Listening
 　Richer soil and more sunlight exist in Yellowstone right now, which is accelerating the recovery process.

→ Combine
 　The reading passage declares that_____; however, the professor mentions_____.

3　Reading
 　Even today, few of these small forest dwellers have returned to live in the park.


Listening
 　Some species that were previously never even a part of the park's ecosystem have found their way to Yellowstone.

→ Combine
 　Although the reading passage's author states that_____, the professor indicates that_____.

4　Reading
 　In the years immediately following the fires, the number of visitors declined tremendously.


Listening
 　Fortunately, by the mid-1990s, once the economic crisis had passed, the numbers of tourists had risen again.

→ Combine
 　While the reading contends that_____, the professor comments that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The reading passage describes_____, but the professor counters by suggesting_____.



	
Body 1

	2　The reading first mentions_____.

3　The author believes_____.

4　However, the professor says that_____.



	
Body 2

	5　In response to the reading passage's assertion that_____ , the professor claims that _____.

6　For example, _____.



	
Body 3

	7　The reading passage then describes_____.

8　The professor agrees with that claim but_____.

9　She then declares that_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	10　While the author of the reading passage believes that_____ , the professor is convinced of_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

The United States has an extensive national parks system that encompasses large areas of the country, especially in western states and Alaska. Currently, the parks charge an admission fee for visitors, with the rate depending on the park, the age of the visitors, and how long they plan to stay. However, these admission fees should be abolished, and all visitors should be allowed entrance to the park for free.

The most important thing to remember is that they are national parks, meaning that they belong to the country, which really means the citizens of the country. Charging the owners of a place a fee to enter it is simply outrageous. After all, people do not have to pay money every time they enter their own homes. They should not have to do it for national parks either.

Charging admission to national parks also serves to discourage people from visiting them and enjoying their natural beauty. This is especially true for large groups wanting to stay for several days since they are charged exorbitant rates. Because of the high prices, many people are spending their vacations elsewhere and are thus deprived of the opportunity to enjoy their time off in the parks.

Checking every single visitor and collecting admission fees is an additional, time-consuming process. There are already long lines at the entrances to these parks, particularly during the summer travel season. People relentlessly complain about these lines, as some of them may have to wait an hour or even longer merely to enter the park. And because park personnel are used to collect these fees, they are unavailable to work elsewhere, which accordingly reduces the quality of services throughout the entire park.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

_____4 National Parks


1. Parks belong 2 all the citizens

____________________

2. Fees discourage people from visiting

____________________

3. Takes time 2 collect money

____________________




Listening

_____4 National Parks


1. Important 2 maintaining parks

____________________

2. High fees → people visit smaller parks

____________________

3. Improve park safety

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ extensive（a）
 wide-ranging; very large

□ encompass（v）
 to cover; to include

□ abolish（v）
 to do away with; to stop; to end

□ outrageous（a）
 very shocking and unacceptable

□ discourage（v）
 to dissuade

□ exorbitant（a）
 extremely high; excessive

□ deprived of（phr）
 to be denied; to be without

□ time-consuming（a）
 taking a long period of time

□ relentlessly（ad）
 continually; continuously

□ personnel（n）
 workers; employees; staff


Listening


□ strike（v）
 to occur

□ up-to-date（a）
 modern; recent

□ federal（a）
 national

□ overcrowded（a）
 containing too many people or things

□ head to（phr）
 to go to

□ minimal（a）
 very small; minor

□ affordable（a）
 inexpensive; reasonable

□ checkpoint（n）
 a place where security personnel can conduct inspections

□ ranger（n）
 a person who works in a national park, usually in an outdoors capacity

□ pose（v）
 to present


Unit 4　Health


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


For the past sixty years, fluoride has been added to the public drinking water in the United States. This measure has greatly improved the health of Americans by enhancing their dental health and bone structure. Thanks to this chemical, the drinking water has been purified and made safer to drink as well.

The primary reason that fluoride is added to drinking water is to prevent the onset of tooth decay. Fluoride achieves this effect by binding with the enamel on people's teeth, which helps the teeth remain healthy. Studies conducted over several decades in numerous communities have shown that there has been an average of 12.5 percent less tooth decay and 2.25 fewer teeth lost from decay thanks to fluoride. The Center for Disease Control and Prevention also claims that fluoride water treatment can cause a reduction of tooth decay by almost 30 percent.

Additionally, water treated with fluoride is much purer than untreated water. The reason is that fluoride acts as a cleansing agent. It attacks bacteria and other organisms, essentially removing them from the water. On the basis of this reason alone, the World Health Organization（WHO）has called on many developing nations, where clean drinking water is not always readily available, to increase the fluoride content in their water supplies.

Some scientists have even pointed out that there is a great deal of evidence that fluoride helps improve the bone structures of people who drink water treated with it every day. Studies have proven that these people's bone densities have increased, and older women have even shown a tendency to suffer from osteoporosis in smaller numbers if they have drunk fluoride-treated water. And bone fractures from simple falls are less common than in populations of people who do not drink fluoride-treated water.

• dental（a）
 relating to the teeth

• purify（v）
 to make pure; to make clean

• tooth decay（phr）
 the rotting of the teeth

• enamel（n）
 the hard, white outer layer of the teeth

• bacteria（n）
 microorganisms

• organism（n）
 a creature

• readily（ad）
 easily

• density（n）
 thickness; compactness

• osteoporosis（n）
 a medical condition in which one's bones lose calcium and become more likely to break

• bone fracture（phr）
 a break or crack in a bone



（1）_____in Drinking Water



1.
 （2）_____


	Binds w/ enamel on teeth → helps keep teeth healthy




2.
 （3）_____


	Acts as a cleansing agent →（4）_____

	WHO wants developing countries 2 put fluoride in water supplies




3.
 （5）_____


	Increases bone density →（6）_____

	_____→ fewer bone fractures



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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cut and dry（phr）
 simple


controversial（a）
 divisive; contentious


detrimental（a）
 harmful; dangerous


insert（v）
 to put in


abandon（v）
 to stop; to leave behind


discolor（v）
 to change something's color


monitor（v）
 to watch carefully


deem（v）
 to consider; to believe


skeletal（a）
 relating to the bones


brittle（a）
 weak; fragile; easily breakable



（1）_____in Drinking Water


1. No need 2 add fluoride 2 drinking water


	（2）_____

	European countries don't put fluoride in drinking water → no decline in dental health



2. Has harmful side effects if taken 2 much


	Discolors water pipes &（3）_____

	Better water purification methods →（4）_____




3.
 （5）_____


	Osteosarcomas → a rare form of bone cancer in young boys

	Skeletal fluorosis →（6）_____



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　This decision to put fluoride in drinking water has greatly improved the health of Americans by enhancing their dental health and bone structure.


Listening
 　In fact, many people, myself included, believe that fluoride's effects can be somewhat detrimental to people.

→ Combine
 　Whereas the reading believes_____, the professor thinks_____.

2　Reading
 　The primary reason that fluoride is added to drinking water is to prevent the onset of tooth decay.


Listening
 　Some, like Sweden and the Netherlands, haven't added fluoride to drinking water for over thirty years, yet they exhibit no decline in dental health.

→ Combine
 　Despite the reading passage's author asserting that_____, the professor mentions that_____.

3　Reading
 　Additionally, water treated with fluoride is much purer than untreated water.


Listening
 　While fluoride does purify water, it can still lead to harmful side effects if taken in large amounts since it is a toxic chemical.

→ Combine
 　Although the writer of the reading passage thinks_____, the professor claims_____.

4　Reading
 　Some scientists have even pointed out that there is a great deal of evidence that fluoride helps improve the bone structures of people who drink water treated with it every day.


Listening
 　Fluoride also may cause skeletal fluorosis, a condition caused by excessive fluoride exposure where fluoride is deposited directly into the bones.

→ Combine
 　Contrasting the reading passage's argument that_____, the professor declares that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The reading passage asserts that_____, yet the professor feels that_____.



	
Body 1

	2　While the reading states that_____, the professor believes_____.

3　She cites_____.



	
Body 2

	4　The reading next mentions that_____.

5　The professor agrees but also says that_____.

6　According to the professor, _____.



	
Body 3

	7　Finally, the reading passage claims that_____.

8　However, the professor counters by stating that_____.

9　She also adds that_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	10　The lecture and the reading passage_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

A current Internet phenomenon is online pharmacies, which are basically drugstores in cyberspace. Customers go online, select the medicine they need, and order it directly to their homes. They are often cheaper than frequenting real drugstores. Unfortunately, there are myriad problems associated with online pharmacies, and it would be in the public's best interests to ban them from existence.

One major issue is that many medicines and products sold online do not meet Food and Drug Administration（FDA）guidelines for safe products. Particularly worrisome are the herbal remedies and other untested products that are not considered drugs yet are being used to treat illnesses. Many concoctions made from plant and animal matter are being sold without the benefit of proper testing and approval from the FDA, so they may actually harm unwitting customers.

By purchasing drugs directly from online pharmacies, consumers are bypassing a crucial part of the process. That is, they are not getting consultations from doctors. Many buyers lack important information about their medical conditions because they neglect first to see a doctor and get a recommendation as to what medicine they should take. In some cases, the medicine they take has unpleasant side effects or even fatal consequences, and by taking improper dosages even of the proper medicine, they may do themselves more harm than good.

Consumers typically have no idea about the origins of many drugs and herbal remedies online pharmacies sell. For example, some of them were manufactured in foreign countries where standards of approval differ from those in the United States. In short, many offer inferior products masquerading as legitimate medicines. Consumers should not trust these medicines even if they have labels and instructions in English. Considering that people's lives are at stake, online pharmacies should be banned from selling their wares.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

Online Pharmacies_____

1. Sell unsafe medical products

____________________

2. Consumer bypass doctors

____________________

3. Sell drugs of unclear origins

____________________




Listening

Online Pharmacies_____

1. Proved safe in other countries

____________________

2. Save time & money

____________________

3. Rising costs of health care

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ frequent（v）
 to visit often or repeatedly

□ myriad（a）
 many; numerous

□ ban（v）
 to prohibit

□ remedy（n）
 a medicine

□ concoction（n）
 a mixture; a potion

□ unwitting（a）
 unknowing; unaware

□ bypass（v）
 to avoid; to go around

□ neglect（v）
 to overlook; to disregard

□ fatal（a）
 deadly

□ dosage（n）
 an amount; a quantity

□ masquerade（v）
 to pretend; to attempt to deceive

□ legitimate（a）
 legal

□ at stake（phr）
 at risk of being lost


Listening


□ corner drugstore（n）
 a small, local pharmacy

□ restriction（n）
 a limit

□ option（n）
 a choice

□ abolition（n）
 closure; banning

□ crucial（a）
 very important

□ deter（v）
 to prevent; to dissuade

□ expenditure（n）
 expense; spending

□ await（v）
 to wait for

□ competent（a）
 experienced; able; capable

□ consult（v）
 to ask for advice from; to see

□ pharmaceutical（a）
 relating to drugs or medicine

□ line the pockets of（phr）
 to enrich; to make someone richer by paying that person money


Unit 5　History


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


One of the great travelers of the Middle Ages was the Venetian Marco Polo. According to his writings, he journeyed to China in the late thirteenth century and stayed there for seventeen years. However, controversy has always followed Marco Polo's story, and he has been the target of skepticism from his time to the modern day. It appears that the skeptics are correct. Indeed, it is likely that Marco Polo never ventured to China, nor did he engage in any of the actions he took credit for.

There are several supposedly original accounts of his journey. They are written in Italian, Latin, and old French. However, each account differs in its details, which has raised questions about the legitimacy of his journey. One critic, Peter Jackson, a British historian, believes Polo's work was that of a romance writer using the accounts of various travelers who had spent time in the Far East.

Another criticism is that Polo failed to mention many basic facts about China known to have been true during the time he was supposedly there. He never mentioned the practice of binding women's feet or tea drinking. He also never described the Great Wall, one of the world's most impressive structures. And Polo could not speak, read, or write Chinese despite his assertion he had spent seventeen years there.

One of the most telling facts is that Marco Polo's name appears nowhere in the recorded history of China in that period. Considering his claim to have been a close friend and ambassador to the ruler, Kublai Khan, and a frequent court visitor, this is incredibly surprising. He also wrote about his role in bringing a Mongol princess to Persia, yet this too does not appear in any contemporary history books.

• skepticism（n）
 doubt; disbelief

• venture to-V（phr）
 to be brave enough to-V

• supposedly（ad）
 allegedly; apparently

• legitimacy（n）
 truthfulness; authority

• account（n）
 a story; an explanation

• impressive（a）
 imposing; breathtaking

• assertion（n）
 a statement; a claim

• telling（a）
 very important

• contemporary（a）
 of the same time as something else




Marco Polo
 （1）_____


1.
 （2）_____


	Written in several languages →diff. details

	Could have been written by a romance writer



2. Never mentioned many things about China


	No mention of（3）_____

	（4）_____even a/f 17 years' stay in China




3.
 （5）_____


	（6）_____→ not mentioned

	Said he brought Mongol princess 2 India → not mentioned



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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authenticity（n）
 genuineness; authority


accurate（a）
 precise; correct


account for（phr）
 to explain


translate（v）
 to put into another language; to interpret


manuscript（n）
 a writing; a document


discrepancy（n）
 a difference; an inconsistency


consume（v）
 to eat or drink


erode（v）
 to wear away


departure（n）
 a leaving; an exit


merit（v）
 to earn




Marco Polo
 （1）_____

1. Reason for different versions of accounts of his trip


	First account →written in French by a romance novelist in prison

	Later account →（2）_____ & translated into Latin & back into Italian



2. Did not see many things associated w/ China


	（3）_____→ not much tea was consumed there

	Entered China from the west →（4）_____




3.
 （5）_____


	Fluent in Persian → was given Persian translators

	Absent from Chinese history →（6）_____



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　It is likely that Marco Polo never ventured to China, nor did he engage in any of the actions he took credit for.


Listening
 　Polo indeed traveled to China and then wrote an accurate account of his journey, which became one of the most important books in history.

→ Combine
 　Although the reading passage's author thinks_____, the professor firmly believes_____.

2　Reading
 　Polo's work was that of a romance writer using the accounts of various travelers who had spent time in the Far East.


Listening
 　The first account of his travels was written by a fellow prisoner, a romance writer, who told his tale in Old French.

→ Combine
 　To respond to the assertion that_____, the professor claims that_____.

3　Reading
 　Polo failed to mention many basic facts about China known to have been true during the time he was supposedly there.


Listening
 　Polo spent most of his time in the north, where tea wasn't often consumed.

→ Combine
 　While the author of the reading states that_____, the professor excuses this by stating that_____.

4　Reading
 　One of the most telling facts is that Marco Polo's name appears nowhere in the recorded history of China in that period.


Listening
 　As for his absence from any Chinese books, it may be related to the fact that he used a different form of his name in Chinese or Mongolian or simply that he wasn't important enough to merit the honor of being mentioned.

→ Combine
 　The reading says that_____; however, the professor counters by arguing that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　While the reading asserts that_____, the professor_____.



	
Body 1

	2　In response to the accusation that_____, the professor mentions that_____.

3　The professor says that_____.



	
Body 2

	4　The reading also points out that_____.

5　However, the professor says that_____.



	
Body 3

	6　Finally, according to the reading, _____.

7　The professor mentions that_____.

8　She also claims that_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	9　In short, the reading is_____; however, the professor provides_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

It is a certainty that the Vikings visited the Americas prior to Columbus's epic voyage in 1492. However, the claim that the Chinese reached America earlier is just as valid. Between the years 1405 and 1433, the Chinese Admiral Zheng He led seven great expeditions across the world's oceans. On one voyage, he definitely reached both the east and west coasts of North America.

The evidence is compelling. Off the coasts of the Bahamas is the Bimini Road, an underwater formation that resembles a road. British historian Gavin Menzies believes this was either a dock or a road built by Zheng He's fleet when it visited the Bahamas in 1421. The formation itself appears to have a distinct Chinese pattern as well, and the stones are seemingly arranged on purpose.

The second bit of evidence is the 1970s discovery of over twenty anchors in the waters of the Pacific Ocean off of Palos Verdes, California. These anchors are Chinese in origin. They are made of stone and have holes in the middle, making them uncommon forms of anchor. For thousands of years, the Chinese have used such large, round stones with holes in the middle so as to attach ropes to use as anchors for their ships. These anchors prove that a Chinese fleet, likely Zheng He's, made it to America.

Another sign of this early Chinese expedition is the Newport Tower in Newport, Rhode Island. It is built in the shape of a Chinese lighthouse and is at the same latitude as Beijing, China's capital. It also used crushed seashells as mortar for its bricks, a practice commonly used to construct Chinese lighthouses. The tower's date of construction is unknown to historians, yet carbon dating methods place its creation to the early fifteenth century.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

_____Visited America in the 15th
 Century

1. Bimini Road off the Bahamas

____________________

2. Anchors discovered off California coast

____________________

3. Newport Tower in Rhode Island

____________________




Listening

_____Never Visited America

1. Formation off Bahamas = natural

____________________

2. Anchors ≠ very old

____________________

3. Newport Tower = English windmill

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ certainty（n）
 a guarantee

□ epic（a）
 heroic; classic

□ valid（a）
 legitimate; truthful

□ expedition（n）
 a long journey

□ compelling（a）
 believable; convincing

□ dock（n）
 a pier; a wharf

□ distinct（a）
 unique; particular

□ anchor（n）
 a heavy object used to keep a boat from moving at sea

□ crushed（a）
 compressed; flattened

□ mortar（n）
 a binder used in construction


Listening


□ credit（v）
 to recognize; to acknowledge

□ competing（a）
 vying; opposing

□ assure（v）
 to promise; to guarantee

□ utterly（ad）
 entirely; totally

□ supposed（a）
 imaginary

□ tidal（a）
 relating to the tide

□ conveniently（ad）
 opportunely

□ barely（ad）
 hardly

□ ancestor（n）
 a forebear

□ bind（v）
 to join


Unit 6　Archaeology


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


While the Americas were the last major continental landmass to be inhabited by humans, when these settlements occurred is unknown. The oldest known archaeological site is in Monte Verde, Chile. Some researchers have suggested that humans resided there around 12,500 years ago. However, based on a number of reasons, it is clear that these archaeologists are mistaken and that the site was not inhabited that long ago.

The original settlers of the Americas are known to have been hunter-gatherers who lived off of plants they collected and animals they killed. Farming was unknown to them until thousands of years later. However, excavations at the Monte Verde site have revealed no hunting tools—like spearheads or arrowheads—that would indicate people actually lived there then. The absence of weapons indicates no primitive hunter-gatherer society lived at Monte Verde.

Unfortunately, the area around Monte Verde has been used as farmland for many generations, so the farmers have damaged the site immensely. By plowing and planting crops on the land, they have compromised any archaeological evidence, thereby making it difficult to tell what actually happened there thousands of years ago. A site typically has its oldest artifacts deep in the ground and its newest ones closer to the surface. However, at Monte Verde, the disturbing of the soil has made it impossible accurately to date any of the artifacts unearthed.

There is also the presence of bitumen, a tar-like substance used for paving roads. This has compromised the site as well. The bitumen has made carbon dating difficult since it can affect the entire dating process. So archaeologists only dated certain objects and did not try to date everything found on the site. This incomplete dating process has led many skeptics to wonder if they were trying to conceal the truth about Monte Verde and its first settlement.

• landmass（n）
 a large area of land

• reside（v）
 to inhabit; to live; to dwell

• excavation（n）
 a dig

• reveal（v）
 to show

• indicate（v）
 to show; to suggest; to imply

• immensely（ad）
 hugely; enormously

• plow（v）
 to dig up the land, usually for farming; to till

• compromise（v）
 to make worthless; to make something lose its value

• artifact（n）
 a relic; a manufactured object

• unearth（v）
 to dig up; to uncover

• conceal（v）
 to hide



（1）_____12,500 Yrs Ago



1.
 （2）_____


	Original settlers in Americas = hunter-gatherers

	Found no spearheads / arrowheads →no early settlers lived there




2.
 （3）_____


	Plowed the land → disrupted soil →（4）_____



3. Presence of bitumen at dig site


	2 much bitumen →（5）_____

	（6）_____→ unreliable



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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uncover（v）
 to reveal; to show


peat bog（phr）
 wet, spongy ground of decaying plant material


consume（n）
 to eat; to devour


preserve（v）
 to keep; to conserve


rudimentary（a）
 basic; simple


disturb（v）
 to upset; to bother


soil（n）
 ground; earth


promptly（ad）
 immediately


be immersed into（phr）
 be permeated


render（v）
 to make; to cause to be



（1）_____ 12,500 Yrs Ago


1. Ate plants & small animals


	（2）_____→ explain the absence of weapons

	No knowledge of how 2 make weapons → explain the absence of weapons



2. Main dig site kept intact


	（3）_____→ never touched by farmers

	Only upper layers of soil were disrupted →（4）_____



3. Thorough enough dating process done


	Some items →（5）_____→ couldn't be dated

	（6）_____

	→majority point 2 a time around 12,500 yrs ago



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　It is clear that these archaeologists are mistaken and that the site was not inhabited that long ago.


Listening
 　It has been dated to 12,500 years ago, which therefore proves that this small, yet well-preserved, place was the site of some kind of human settlement.

→ Combine
 　The author of the reading is convinced that_____, yet the professor believes_____.

2　Reading
 　The absence of weapons indicates no primitive hunter-gatherer society lived at Monte Verde.


Listening
 　Some archaeologists have also suggested that this group of settlers simply lacked the knowledge of how to make rudimentary weapons, explaining why none was found there.

→ Combine
 　Whereas the reading states_____, the professor asserts that_____.

3　Reading
 　By plowing and planting crops on the land, they have compromised any archaeological evidence, thereby making it difficult to tell what actually happened there thousands of years ago.


Listening
 　The main dig site was the bog itself, which the farmers never touched.

→ Combine
 　In contrast to the reading passage author's argument that_____, the professor mentions that_____.

4　Reading
 　The bitumen has made carbon dating difficult since it can affect the entire dating process.


Listening
 　However, archaeologists did more than twenty-five tests and also used different dating methods to lend them more accuracy.

→ Combine
 　While the reading believes that_____, the lecturer declares that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The author of the reading is convinced_____.

2　The professor, however, believes_____.



	
Body 1

	3　First, the reading declares_____.

4　However, the professor claims that_____.

5　He further mentions that_____.



	
Body 2

	6　The reading also discusses_____.

7　But the professor points out that_____.

8　Besides, _____.



	
Body 3

	9　Finally, to counter the assertion in the reading that_____, the professor claims that_____.

10　According to him, _____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	11　The reading strongly denies_____; however, the professor_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

The Copper Scrolls are two scrolls made of copper that were found in a cave near the Dead Sea in Israel in 1952. Once they were deciphered, experts learned that the scrolls told the story of a hidden treasure worth about a billion dollars in today's money. While this story has fascinated mystery buffs and treasure hunters ever since, in reality, it is likely fiction, and no treasure ever existed.

The language of the scrolls presents one of the biggest problems. It is an ancient form of Hebrew for which there are no known documents with which to compare the text. In addition, a close reading of the scrolls shows that someone, either by mistake or on purpose, made some errors in the translations. Debate still rages today as to the exact translation of the scrolls.

What is known is that the scrolls supposedly report that piles of gold and silver were buried in certain locations throughout the area comprising present-day Israel. The amount of treasure as described by the scrolls is so vast that it seems impossible for such a treasure actually to exist. As further evidence, the Qumran sect is believed to have made these scrolls. The Qumran were an ascetic people, neither desiring nor owning worldly possessions. They never would have had such enormous treasures.

Some scholars and treasure hunters have even determined a few of the locations of the treasure. Yet, digs at these places revealed no hordes of gold and silver. In reality, the searchers spent great amounts of money trying to locate these places and then digging around the areas. Whether it is an ancient practical joke or a map to treasures long since recovered, it is certain that the Copper Scrolls will reveal no new treasures.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

_____Are Not Authentic

1. No agreed-upon translation

____________________

2. 2 much treasure 2 be true

____________________

3. No treasures found until now

____________________




Listening

_____Are Authentic

1. Difficult 2 translate

____________________

2. Use of Egyptian numbering system

____________________

3. Treasures already found & taken away

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ scroll（n）
 a roll of paper, usually with writing on it

□ decipher（v）
 to decode; to translate; to reveal

□ fascinate（v）
 to amaze; to wow

□ buff（n）
 a person who is very interested in something

□ rage（v）
 to continue with a lot of arguments

□ supposedly（ad）
 purportedly; allegedly

□ sect（n）
 a group; a faction

□ ascetic（a）
 living a very simple life; austere

□ worldly possessions（phr）
 belongings; property

□ horde（n）
 a large amount


Listening


□ hoax（n）
 a trick; a scam

□ inaccurately（ad）
 incorrectly; improperly

□ tricky（a）
 difficult; complicated

□ deliberate（a）
 on purpose; intentional

□ conclude（v）
 to determine; to theorize

□ presence（n）
 occurrence; appearance

□ scribe（n）
 a person who records things by writing; a stenographer

□ correspond（v）
 to match; to equal

□ cart away（phr）
 to carry away; to take away


Unit 7　Astronomy


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


In the Tunguska region of Siberia, Russia, in late June 1908, there occurred one of the largest explosions in history. It was a tremendous event with the power of a large nuclear weapon. There have been many theories as to what caused this explosion, including one that states an asteroid struck the ground there. However, the most likely explanation was that this was a large, methane gas explosion.

Despite the fact that the first examination of the site was only done in 1927, there have been many expeditions there since then. None of them have shown any evidence of an asteroid strike. No rocks or material from an asteroid have ever been recovered. Asteroid rocks have high concentrations of nickel and iridium and thus would be easily detectable. Finally, no witnesses ever emerged to attest to the fact that they saw an asteroid streaking across the sky.

Known asteroid sites on Earth leave large impact craters, but Tunguska has none. Some people believe that a lake was the impact crater, yet researchers have found mud silt at its bottom that dates back to more than 5,000 years in the past. However, an area of forest 50 kilometers wide was devastated. Trees were knocked down and stripped of their branches and bark. These effects are more consistent with a gas, like methane, explosion.

Tunguska has many rivers, lakes, swamps, and peat bogs, and it is known for having high levels of methane gas. One extremely believable theory suggests that a high concentration of methane gas built up underground. It was then released, either by humans or naturally, causing it to explode when it was above the forest, thereby destroying many trees. In fact, some eyewitnesses reported seeing lightning nearby, which could have caused the gas to detonate.

• tremendous（a）
 huge; enormous

• asteroid（n）
 a mass of rock that moves around in space

• concentration（n）
 an amount

• detectable（a）
 able to be seen or located

• attest（v）
 to confirm; to state

• streak（v）
 to move fast

• crater（n）
 a large, round hole in the ground

• silt（n）
 deposit; sediment

• devastate（v）
 to destroy completely; to demolish

• detonate（v）
 to explode



（1）_____Caused the Tunguska Incident


1. No evidence of asteroid strike


	Many expeditions there since 1927 →（2）_____

	No eyewitnesses of asteroid streaking across the sky




2.
 （3）_____


	Nearby lake as possible impact site → turned out 2 have 5,000-yr-old silt

	（4）_____→ supports gas explosion




3.
 （5）_____


	Gas built up underground → was released and then exploded

	（6）_____ → could have made gas explode



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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debate（v）
 to argue verbally


atmosphere（n）
 the air


streak（n）
 a line; a strip


split（v）
 to divide in half


shatter（v）
 to break into many small pieces


quantity（n）
 an amount


unrecognizable（a）
 unable to be identified


conduct（v）
 to carry out


identical（a）
 the same


implausibility（n）
 improbability


sheer（a）
 pure; total



（1）_____Caused the Tunguska Incident



1.
 （2）_____


	Looked like sky had opened → could have been asteroid entering atmosphere

	（3）_____→ like an asteroid's effect



2. Asteroid explosion in the air


	Asteroid never hit the ground →（4）_____

	（5）_____→ similar 2 an asteroid hit



3. Improbability of methane gas explosion


	Absence of enough gas in that area 4 such a huge explosion

	（6）_____



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　The most likely explanation for the Tunguska explosion was that it was a large, methane gas explosion.


Listening
 　I, however, am certain that the event was caused by an asteroid exploding above the Earth as it entered our atmosphere.

→ Combine
 　The reading passage depicts_____, yet the professor expresses his certainty that_____.

2　Reading
 　Finally, no witnesses ever emerged to attest to the fact that they saw an asteroid streaking across the sky.


Listening
 　Many eyewitnesses reported a streak of bright light in the sky close to Earth.

→ Combine
 　In direct contrast to the reading's assertion that_____, the professor claims_____.

3　Reading
 　Known asteroid sites on Earth leave large impact craters, but Tunguska has none.


Listening
 　Since the asteroid exploded before it struck the ground, there was no impact crater to be found.

→ Combine
 　While the reading cites_____, the professor believes_____.

4　Reading
 　The methane gas was then released, either by humans or naturally, causing it to explode when it was above the forest, thereby destroying many trees.


Listening
 　The area simply doesn't—and never did—have enough methane gas to have created this kind of explosion.

→ Combine
 　The author of the reading passage thinks_____; however, the professor asserts_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The reading author presents evidence that_____.

2　The professor, however, contests this theory and believes_____.



	
Body 1

	3　The first evidence presented in the reading is that_____.

4　Also, _____.

5　The professor counters by saying that_____.

6 In addition, _____.



	
Body 2

	7　Next, the reading mentions_____.

8　The professor, however, indicates that_____.

9　He also says that_____.



	
Body 3

	10　Finally, while the reading author believes_____, the professor disregards this theory since_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	11　While the reading supports_____, the professor believes_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

For centuries, man has pondered whether or not he is alone in the universe. One of the most likely places to find life is Mars. In fact, for decades, determining if life is or was ever there has been the goal of many scientific probes and observations. Now, it appears that there are signs that life in some basic form may actually exist on the planet.

One reason for this belief is the presence of methane gas on Mars. Methane is a naturally occurring gas produced by dead plant and animal matter and which is often found in coal mines and swampy regions on Earth. Since methane exists only for a few hundred years before it dissipates, it needs to be replenished by some living organism even if it is something as small as bacteria. The presence of methane on Mars strongly suggests there is some form of living organism there replenishing the gas.

A recently found meteorite believed to have come from Mars shows some signs of having fossilized bacteria. The meteorite has magnetite crystals arranged in long chains. These minerals could only have been formed by bacteria. Researchers have compared the meteorite to a similar Martian one found in Antarctica in the 1990s. This meteorite too exhibits signs of bacteria.

For some time now, astronomers have been aware of evidence of the existence of hydrogen, a basic building block of life, on Mars although most of it is frozen ice at the two Martian poles. Moreover, recent space probes have found evidence of large quantities of water, which may be free-flowing, below the surface. Free-flowing water could support some forms of life, no matter how basic. It seems apparent, therefore, that the likelihood of life on Mars is rather high.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

_____on Mars

1. Existence of methane gas

____________________

2. Specimens of meteorites from Mars

____________________

3. Existence of hydrogen & water

____________________




Listening

_____on Mars

1. Methane has other sources

____________________

2. Not sure of meteorites' origins

____________________

3. Martian water → not favorable 2 life

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ ponder（v）
 to think about; to consider

□ probe（n）
 a search; an investigation

□ matter（n）
 material; substance

□ swampy（a）
 having the characteristics of a swamp marshy

□ dissipate（v）
 to dissolve; to waste away

□ replenish（v）
 to refill

□ exhibit（v）
 to show; to present

□ building block（n）
 an element; a unit

□ free-flowing（a）
 moving without any obstacles

□ apparent（a）
 obvious; clear


Listening


□ obvious（a）
 apparent

□ extraterrestrial（a）
 alien; not from Earth

□ volcanic（a）
 relating to volcanoes

□ indication（n）
 a sign; a suggestion

□ initial（a）
 beginning; primary

□ stage（n）
 a period; a phase

□ specimen（n）
 an example; a sample

□ sampling（n）
 a sample; a specimen

□ clear-cut（a）
 obvious; apparent

□ verify（v）
 to confirm as true


Unit 8　Business


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


One of the business world's latest marketing trends is the use of buzzers, people who are hired by companies to promote their products. Buzzers do this by using them—often in public places—and then telling others how much they love them. Unfortunately, this marketing method leaves much to be desired.

Marketing through buzzers is inherently dishonest since they receive money for promoting the companies' products. Moreover, most of them sign confidentiality agreements with their employers that forbid them to tell anyone they are buzzers. This means they are company employees and are not really giving their personal opinions. Some of them might not even like the product they are promoting, yet they are still announcing to families, friends, and total strangers that their product is the best one on the market.

Also, buzzers make consumers less objective about the products they purchase. Nowadays, most people are skeptical of advertising. This is a primary reason why companies employ buzzers. If exposed to the constant hyping by buzzers, people might become less critical of products. This is even more true whenever the people in question are either related to or friends with the buzzer. They might easily ignore any possible defects of the products and get to believe they are of better quality than they really are.

Buzzers are therefore doing harm to society in general by causing distrust among members of society. People are more likely to want to trust buzzers since they appear to be promoting products on their own. However, once consumers know the truth about buzzers, they begin to be suspicious not only of buzzers but also of others in general. As trust in others decreases, society in general begins to fall apart.

• inherently（ad）
 innately; basically

• confidentiality（n）
 privacy; secrecy

• forbid（v）
 to prohibit; to ban

• objective（a）
 lacking in bias

• skeptical（a）
 cynical; disbelieving

• hype（v）
 to promote; to publicize

• critical（a）
 disapproving; fault-finding

• defect（n）
 a flaw; an imperfection

• suspicious（a）
 distrustful

• fall apart（phr）
 to collapse; to go to pieces




Buzzers
 （1）_____

1. Dishonest


	Pretend 2 be consumers →（2）_____（may not even like the products）

	（3）_____ → people don't know they are buzzers




2.
 （4）


	Constant hyping by buzzers, esp.（5）_____



→ ignore defects & believe products are better than they really are

3. Cause harm 2 society


	Become suspicious of buzzers →（6）_____→ society falls apart



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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maintain（v）
 to state; to believe; to assert


financial compensation（phr）
 a monetary payment in return for doing something


in actuality（phr）
 in reality


deceitful（a）
 dishonest


potential（a）
 prospective; likely


impart（v）
 to provide; to tell


affect（v）
 to influence


word-of-mouth（phr）
 oral communication


societal（a）
 relating to society




Buzzers
 （1）_____

1. Not everyone = a buzzer


	（2）_____

	Want buzzers who love their products



2. Know much about their products


	Potential customers →（3）_____

	Buzzers →（4）_____



3. Have positive influence on society


	Can help build trust →（5）_____

	Must provide good service otherwise（6）_____



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　Unfortunately, this marketing method leaves much to be desired.


Listening
 　In actuality, many buzzers do like the products they're promoting, which makes them much more easily trusted than other forms of advertising.

→ Combine
 　While the reading passage says that_____, the professor thinks_____.

2　Reading
 　Marketing through buzzers is inherently dishonest since they receive money for promoting the companies' products.


Listening
 　Testing has shown people can often tell when another is being deceitful, so companies want buzzers who really love the products they're trying to sell.

→ Combine
 　Whereas the reading passage thinks that_____, the professor mentions that_____.

3　Reading
 　If exposed to the constant hyping by buzzers, people might become less critical of products.


Listening
 　Unless potential customers receive the answers that they're looking for, they won't buy a product.

→ Combine
 　The reading passage declares that_____; however, the professor says that_____.

4　Reading
 　Buzzers are therefore doing harm to society in general by causing distrust among members of society.


Listening
 　For example, buzzers help build trust in society by telling others about good-quality products.

→ Combine
 　In contrast to the reading, which claims_____, the professor believes that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The author of the reading_____, yet the lecturer feels that_____.



	
Body 1

	2　The reading mentions that_____.

3　They may not even_____.

4　However, the lecturer declares that_____.

5　She claims_____.



	
Body 2

	6　While the reading passage declares that_____, the lecturer believes_____.

7　She also notes that_____.



	
Body 3

	8　Finally, the reading passage believes_____.

9　The lecturer, on the other hand, feels that_____.

10　She points out that_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	11　In conclusion, the reading passage feels_____, yet the lecturer believes_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Nowadays, an increasing number of people are leaving their jobs in corporations in order to start their own businesses. This trend is increasing rapidly. Now it is at the point where some companies are having trouble retaining their employees, particularly their best and brightest. This is not surprising as the negative aspects of working for a company have become more obvious.

Large companies have multiple levels of bureaucracy, which often makes it almost impossible for junior employees to have any contact with people in the upper echelons. Getting to the top of the corporate ladder might not be one's goal, but all employees are interested in having their ideas listened to and acted upon. This is often not possible in a corporation. Senior managers often even take credit for the hard work their staff does. Starting one's own business is often the only way for an employee to make sure his ideas see the light of day.

In a constantly fluctuating economy, job security is a thing of the past. Corporations once believed to be secure have crumbled under the weight of financial miscalculations and scandals. Tens of thousands of people have been fired in the past few years. Having one's own business with oneself in charge gives a person a greater sense of financial security. These people are merely trying to protect themselves.

People depend upon insurance, pension plans, and retirement investments to protect themselves in times of need and for the future. But insurance costs are rising, pension funds are in trouble, and many retirement investments become worthless when a company goes bankrupt. Being a private business owner therefore guarantees future stability for its owner. All these combine to make opening one's own business an appealing prospect.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

_____= Good Idea

1. Big companies = 2 bureaucratic

____________________

2. No more job security at companies

____________________

3. Unstable pension plans & retirement investments

____________________




Listening

_____= Risky

1. Difficult at start

____________________

2. Not safe

____________________

3. Must pay extra benefits

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ retain（v）
 to keep

□ aspect（n）
 a feature; a part

□ obvious（a）
 clear; noticeable

□ bureaucracy（n）
 official procedures; formalities

□ echelon（n）
 a rank; a level

□ act upon（phr）
 to do; to implement

□ credit（n）
 recognition; praise

□ constantly（ad）
 continuously

□ fluctuate（v）
 to go up and down

□ secure（a）
 safe

□ crumble（v）
 to fall apart

□ guarantee（v）
 to ensure; to assure

□ stability（n）
 constancy; strength

□ prospect（n）
 a possibility; an outlook


Listening


□ ultimately（ad）
 eventually; in the end

□ bureaucratic（a）
 relating to bureaucracy

□ nightmare（n）
 a bad situation

□ permit（n）
 authorization; certification

□ patent（v）
 to retain sole ownership over an invention or idea

□ chances are that...（phr）
 to be likely to happen

□ debt（n）
 money owed

□ incur（v）
 to acquire

□ proverbial（a）
 well-known; expected

□ take something into account（phr）
 to consider

□ set up（phr）
 to arrange; to provide for

□ inventory（n）
 stock

□ fall apart（phr）
 to go badly


Unit 9　Biology II


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


Most spiders build webs of some type. These webs are made from a sticky, silk-like substance that spiders produce naturally. There are two main kinds of webs: orb webs and cobwebs. While both are able to capture and hold prey, it is the orb web that is much more efficient at doing so.

Orb webs are one-dimensional webs built on a flat plane. They consist of spirals of strands of web in an ever-increasing circular pattern that moves outward from a central point. The webs are difficult to see on account of the facts that they are one-dimensional and that the strands are fine enough to be invisible even in bright sunlight, let alone at night. Thus, the majority of spiders build orb webs because insects fly or innocently walk into the webs, thereby becoming easy prey for them.

The flat shape and one-dimensional aspect of the orb web are also more efficient uses of the spider's silk. This type of web enables the spider to use the least amount of web substance thanks to its relatively simple structure. This plain structure also enables the spider to build the web quickly. In fact, it takes only 30 to 45 minutes to complete the orb web. Such efficiency is important because many species of spiders destroy and eat their webs around dawn and rebuild them with new silk each night.

Finally, the orb web allows spiders to know when their prey approaches and gets caught. Since the spider lies at the center of the web, it can feel the vibrations of insects from all directions once they get ensnared. The vibrations are practically a signal to the spider informing it that food is nearby. The spider can then easily locate its prey and approach it to kill and eat it.

• substance（n）
 a material

• capture（v）
 to catch; to trap

• orb（n）
 a sphere

• efficient（a）
 resourceful; competent

• plane（n）
 a flat surface

• spiral（n）
 a continuous circling flat curve

• strand（n）
 a thin strip

• fine（a）
 very thin

• aspect（n）
 a feature; a characteristic

• vibration（n）
 a tremble; a tremor

• ensnare（v）
 to entrap



（1）_____Are Ideal Webs 4 Spiders


1. Efficient in trapping insects


	One-dimensional & made of fine strands →（2）_____

	Used by most spiders




2.
 （3）_____


	Simple structure → saves web substance→ can build new webs every night

	Simple structure→（4）_____→ can build new webs every night




3.
 （5）_____


	Spiders in center of web →（6）_____→kill prey & eat it



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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dense（a）
 thick


ensnared（a）
 caught in a trap


integral（a）
 crucial; important


can ill afford to-V（phr）
 scarcely to be able to-V


lest（conj）
 for fear that


from scratch（phr）
 from the beginning


repair（v）
 to fix; to mend


spot（v）
 to notice; to see


vulnerable（a）
 susceptible; open to attack



（1）_____Are Ideal Webs 4 Spiders



1.
 （2）


	3-dimensional & cone-/triangle-shaped

	Made of irregular strands of spider silk → dense structure



2. Much stronger than orb webs


	Orb webs: easily break →（3）_____

	Cobwebs: don't break as easily →（4）_____




3.
 （5）_____


	Orb webs: spider in the center → makes it easy prey 4 birds

	Cobwebs: spider hidden in dense folds →（6）_____



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　While both are able to capture and hold prey, it is the orb web that is much more efficient at doing so.


Listening
 　I, on the other hand, favor the cobweb as the spider's ideal kind of web for a number of different reasons.

→ Combine
 　According to the reading passage,_____, yet the professor_____.

2　Reading
 　The majority of spiders build orb webs because insects fly or innocently walk into the webs, thereby becoming easy prey for them.


Listening
 　Because cobwebs are made of irregular strands of spider silk and have a much denser structure, ensnared insects cannot escape as easily as they can from an orb web.

→ Combine
 　While the reading points out that_____, the professor states that_____.

3　Reading
 　This type of web enables the spider to use the least amount of web substance thanks to its relatively simple structure.


Listening
 　Once an orb web breaks, a spider must start again from scratch to rebuild it.

→ Combine
 　In response to the reading, which reads that_____, the professor says that_____.

4　Reading
 　Since the spider lies at the center of the web, it can feel the vibrations of insects from all directions once they get ensnared.


Listening
 　Because the spider must lie in the center of an orb web to feel the vibrations of captured prey, it is easy to be spotted by its natural enemies like birds.

→ Combine
 　The reading mentions that_____; however, the professor declares that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　The reading passage's author believes_____, yet the professor opines that_____.



	
Body 1

	2　The reading cites the fact that_____.

3　Meanwhile, the professor says_____.



	
Body 2

	4　Next, the author of the reading believes_____.

5　Spiders can make orb webs_____.

6　However, the professor claims_____.

7　She says that_____.



	
Body 3

	8　Finally, the reading mentions that_____.

9　However, the professor feels that_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	10　Both the reading passage's author and the professor_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Humans and primates, the family of apes, gorillas, and chimpanzees, among others, share many common traits. While primates are deemed the most intelligent of animals, most researchers have believed they lack the capacity to produce language. However, a research project in the 1970s at the University of Georgia showed promise that chimpanzees have the ability to learn language, just like human children do.

The project used several chimpanzees as test subjects among which Lana, a female chimp was the study's focus. Since the primates lack the vocal constructions to make human speech patterns, the researchers created a language called Yerkish, using lexigram made of symbols that represent sounds and words. 125 symbols were placed on a keyboard, and Lana was taught how to use the board to communicate with the researchers. She successfully expressed her thoughts by pressing different keys in succession. In some cases, she used up to seven at a time.

While Lana's ability to communicate was somewhat limited by using the keyboard, the researchers insisted the chimp was able to form the basis of language ability. She could form word combinations and could even distinguish between nouns and adjectives. For example, she used the term“finger bracelet”to describe a ring since she had no lexigram for that word. She had learned“finger”as a noun, but, in that case, she managed to use it as an adjective.

When asked questions by the researchers, Lana could respond. The questions were put into the lexigram machine, and Lana seemed to understand what was being asked. She then would reply by using the keyboard to give seemingly logical answers. While the communication was limited, the researchers believed the Lana experiment proved that some primates have the ability to learn to communicate with language.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

Chimps_____

1. Learned symbol language

____________________

2. Formed the basis of language ability

____________________

3. Responded 2 questions

____________________




Listening

Chimps_____

1. Only appeared 2 learn language

____________________

2. Limited language ability

____________________

3. No recognizable communication

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ primate（n）
 a monkey; any member of the ape family

□ trait（n）
 a characteristic

□ deem（v）
 to think; to believe

□ capacity（n）
 a capability; an ability

□ test subject（phr）
 someone or something used in an experiment

□ vocal（a）
 related to voice

□ in succession（phr）
 in a row

□ insist（v）
 to maintain; to claim

□ distinguish（v）
 to tell apart

□ seemingly（ad）
 apparently


Listening


□ well-documented（a）
 well-recorded

□ pheromone（n）
 a chemical substance released by animals

□ notion（n）
 an idea; a concept

□ breakthrough（n）
 an advance

□ skepticism（n）
 doubt

□ celebrated（a）
 famous

□ be comprised of（phr）
 to consist of

□ condition（v）
 to accustom; to control; to influence

□ expose（v）
 to show; to present

□ absorb（v）
 to soak

□ complex（a）
 intricate; complicated

□ passive（a）
 inactive; negative


Unit 10　Environment II


【答案链接】


Note Taking & Outlining

A　Read the following passage, and complete the note diagram.


Fish farming is the breeding and rearing of fish in captivity to produce food for human consumption. It is often done in large, penned-in areas on the shores of lakes, rivers, and bays and in inlets connected to the ocean. The fish are raised from eggs and, when large enough, sold to the public. Although this seems to be a good idea at first, fish farming has a number of safety issues, both to the fish and consumers, which make it a dangerous activity.

The fish are kept closely confined in pens, an environment for which they are not naturally suited. This makes the instance of disease higher in captivity than it is in the wild. Due to the proximity between the fish, diseases also spread more rapidly than in natural settings. The chances of some disease going unnoticed and being passed on to the public when the fish are consumed are high.

Fish farmers add various chemicals to the water to prevent the spread of potential diseases. These chemical additives are also put in the fish's food in order to help the fish attain sizes larger than they would have reached in the wild. These chemicals, once absorbed into the bodies of the fish, can be dangerous to the people who are dining on them.

The fish feed mostly on other fish, which are killed and processed before being fed to the fish on the farms. However, the fish used as food are caught in the oceans and represent a large amount of food taken out of the wild. Since they are a potential source of protein for other sea creatures, the loss of this food source may have an adverse effect on ecosystems throughout the world's oceans.

• breed（v）
 to raise; to rear

• in captivity（a）
 being kept enclosed

• penned-in（a）
 captive; contained in some kind of facility

• inlet（n）
 a narrow strip of water which goes from a sea or lake into the land

• confine（v）
 to keep in captivity

• suited（a）
 matched; suitable

• proximity（n）
 nearness

• unnoticed（a）
 unseen

• attain（v）
 to reach; to achieve

• process（v）
 to prepare

• adverse（a）
 negative




Fish Farming
 （1）_____

1. Likelihood of disease ↑


	Fish kept close together in pens →（2）_____

	（3）_____




2.
 （4）_____


	Make fish grow 2 larger-than-normal sizes

	（5）_____→ can be harmful 2 people who eat them



3. Negative effect on ecosystems


	（6）_____→ other fish lose food sources



B　Listen to a lecture on the topic you just read about, and complete the note diagram.
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critic（n）
 an opponent


oppose（v）
 to be against


harvest（v）
 to reap; to collect


run rampant（phr）
 to spread quickly; to go out of control


school（n）
 a group of fish


identical（a）
 the same


red flag（phr）
 a warning sign


absorb（v）
 to soak


enhance（v）
 to improve; to make stronger


consume（v）
 to eat




Fish Farming
 （1）_____

1. Likelihood of disease ≠ high


	Living close together:（2）_____

	（3）_____



2. Chemicals are everywhere


	（4）_____not free from chemicals

	Farmed fish →（5）_____



3. Fish used 4 feed are not eaten by humans / other animals


	e.g.（6）_____→ used 4 fish feed



C　Rewrite the main points from both notes as complete sentences.


Reading


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____


Listening


Stance_____

Main point 1_____

Main point 2_____

Main point 3_____

Synthesizing & Organizing

A　The following sentences are some important points from both the reading and the lecture. Combine each pair of sentences to create your own sentence using the given pattern.

1　Reading
 　Fish farming has a number of safety issues, both to the fish and consumers, which make it a dangerous activity.


Listening
 　Fish farming is quite necessary because many fish raised on fish farms can no longer be harvested in the wild, and, fortunately, fish farming can provide fish that are safe to eat.

→ Combine
 　The reading passage's author believes_____; however, the professor thinks_____.

2　Reading
 　Fish living closely together on fish farms makes the instance of disease higher in captivity than it is in the wild.


Listening
 　Studies have shown the incidence of disease in the wild and on farms is identical.

→ Combine
 　In direct contrast to the reading, which claims_____, the professor states that_____.

3　Reading
 　These chemicals, once absorbed into the bodies of the fish, can be dangerous to the people who are dining on them.


Listening
 　Chemical usage on fish farms has raised some red flags as to the safety of the fish, but even ocean fish absorb large amounts of chemicals from pollution.

→ Combine
 　While the reading passage mentions that_____, the professor says that_____.

4　Reading
 　However, the fish used as food are caught in the oceans and represent a large amount of food taken out of the wild.


Listening
 　While some fish species are killed to produce the feed needed for fish on the farms, most of these fish are not even consumed by humans or many sea creatures.

→ Combine
 　According to the reading, _____, yet the professor asserts that_____.

B　Review the notes from the reading and the lecture. Complete the following chart with full sentences.



	
Introduction

	1　Although the author of the reading passage_____, the professor feels_____.



	
Body 1

	2　According to the reading, _____.

3　The professor, however, opposes this theory by saying that_____.



	
Body 2

	4　In response to the accusation that_____, the professor cites the fact that_____.

5　He also says that_____.



	
Body 3

	6　The reading passage's author then expresses concern that_____.

7　The author thinks_____.

8　However, the professor says that_____.

9　He believes_____.



	
Conclusion（Optional）

	10　In conclusion, while the reading passage_____, the professor thinks_____.




TOEFL iBT Practice


Directions
 　Read the following passage for 3 minutes. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Many ornithologists have noticed a disturbing trend in recent years. Namely, many species of birds are disappearing. In fact, over the past two centuries, over 100 species of birds have disappeared while another 1,200 are endangered. The evidence points towards humans as the reason why birds are slowly but surely being eradicated.

Humans are expanding the urban areas where they mostly live, so they are encroaching on birds'— and other creatures'—natural habitats. Almost half the world's population lives in urban centers of some sort, and green areas are low on the priority list in most places. Coupled with this urban sprawl are the increased amounts of pollution being produced in the cities. These factors are combining to take away the birds' habitats and to contaminate the places where they live.

As Earth's population grows, there is an ever-increasing demand for food, so many lands are being cleared to make farmland to produce this food. Large tracts of forested areas are being cleared to grow crops on, and there is little thought given to the fate of the birds who nest in these forests. Approximately 50,000 to 170,000 square kilometers of forest are cut down yearly, which is putting many species of birds at risk.

Farmers often rely upon chemical insecticides to eliminate any insect infestations. These chemicals are also killing many birds as well as other animals. This is one reason the insecticide DDT has been banned for almost forty years in the United States. It was simply killing too many birds, particularly the bald eagle. Unfortunately, in the rest of the world, DDT and other powerful chemicals are still being used on farms and are therefore killing large numbers of birds.

Now listen to a lecture on the topic you read about.
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Reading

Birds_____

1. Humans encroaching on birds' territory

____________________

2. Land being cleared 4 farming

____________________

3. Use of chemical insecticides

____________________




Listening

Birds_____

1. Green zones in urban areas

____________________

2. Farmland doesn't cover the Earth

____________________

3. Less use of insecticides nowadays

____________________




Question
 　Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	


	Yes
	No



	1　Are all the important points from the lecture presented accurately?
	□
	□



	2　Is the information from the lecture appropriately related to the reading?
	□
	□



	3　Is the response well organized?
	□
	□



	4　Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	5　Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	6　Are all the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□




Words & Phrases


Reading


□ ornithologist（n）
 a person who studies birds

□ disturbing（a）
 upsetting

□ eradicate（v）
 to wipe out

□ urban（a）
 metropolitan

□ encroach（v）
 to intrude upon; to trespass

□ sprawl（n）
 the spreading out of

□ tract（n）
 an area of land

□ fate（n）
 the end result

□ nest（v）
 to build a nest and live in it

□ infestation（n）
 an invasion


Listening


□ endangered（a）
 likely to become extinct soon

□ dire（a）
 severe; terrible

□ decline（v）
 to decrease

□ adapt（v）
 to change; to alter

□ agriculture（n）
 farming

□ not by a long shot（phr）
 never; not by any means

□ dispute（v）
 to argue

□ genetically（ad）
 hereditarily

□ resist（v）
 to fight; to combat

□ utilize（v）
 to use

□ leap（v）
 to increase dramatically



PART 2　Independent Writing


【答案链接】


Unit 11　School & Education I

Unit 12　Living & Thinking I

Unit 13　Family & Society

Unit 14　Business & Economy

Unit 15　Culture & Leisure I

Unit 16　Environment & Technology

Unit 17　School & Education II

Unit 18　Living & Thinking II

Unit 19　Culture & Leisure II

Unit 20　School & Education III

Overview

■ Introduction

The second part of the Writing section of the TOEFL®
 iBT is the Independent Writing Task. In this task, you will be asked a question and then allowed 30 minutes to write an essay in response to the question. A typical essay will be about 300 words though there is no maximum limit on the length of the essay.

Agree / Disagree

This is the predominant question type that has almost always occurred in the Independent Writing part on the real TOEFL®
 thus far. This question asks you to determine whether you agree or disagree with an issue and to support your position with appropriate reasons and examples.

Preference

This is the type of question that has occurred on the real TOEFL®
 only a few times until now. This question asks you to state which of the two options you prefer related to a topic and to support your choice with appropriate reasons and examples.

■ Question Tvnes

1. Agree / Disagree


	Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

[A sentence or sentences that present an issue]


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

cf. This question type accounts for almost all of the essay topics that have been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT so far.




2. Preference


	Some people say X. Others believe Y. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

	Some people do X. Other people do Y. Which... do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.



■ Useful Tips

1. Agree / Disagree

You should clearly state whether you agree or disagree with the given statement. Next, you should determine at least two main points which support your position. Then, you should provide specific reasons why the main points are valid as well as examples which support the main points.

2. Preference

You should clearly express which of the two options you feel more strongly about. Then, you should decide on at least two major points which support your choice. You should also provide reasons which support your main points. Finally, you should include specific details which will bolster your main arguments.

■ Key Strategies

1. Brainstorming

_ Read the question carefully and make sure you understand exactly what it is asking.

_ Brainstorm as many ideas as possible on scratch paper before you begin writing.

2. Outlining & Organizing

_ Organize your main points in outline form.

_ Develop your ideas into full sentences, such as the thesis statement and topic sentences.

3. Completing the Essay

_ Make sure your thesis statement is clearly stated in the introductory paragraph.

_ Start body paragraphs with appropriate topic sentences.

_ Provide general statements and examples to support the topic sentences.

_ Restate your thesis and summarize all the main points in different words in the conclusion paragraph.

4. Writing & Checking Your Essay（TOEFL iBT Practice）

_ Read the essay topic and plan your essay within 5 minutes.

_ Finish your writing with at least 5 minutes remaining in the task.

_ Read over your essay and make the necessary revisions.

Sample iBT Question


Directions
 　Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


University students should not be required to attend classes. Instead, they should be able to receive credits through a final test or paper.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2


[Opening sentence]
 Some students often manage to get through their college years by attending very few of their classes while not even having their grades suffer. [Thesis statement]
 In my opinion, however, students should be required to attend their classes for several important reasons.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Many professors have discussions in their classes, but a student who is not there cannot participate in them. [General statement]
 Class discussions can introduce students to many different opinions and points of view. [Example]
 Even in middle school, we sometimes have class discussions, during which we can learn a lot from what the other students say. I am sure that at college, where the students have more firsthand knowledge at their disposal, the class discussions are even better and more enlightening. [Closing sentence]
 Students who fail to attend these discussions should also fail their classes.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, students who do not attend classes may lack basic knowledge of their majors since they are deprived of the majority of the information that is taught in the class. [General statement]
 This will be doing them a disservice later in their lives. [Example]
 For example, my uncle usually skipped his college classes, but he still managed to get good grades. Later, when he got hired based primarily on those good grades, his new employer found out that he really did not have that much knowledge. He was fired from that job and had to find another, which was not as good. [Closing sentence]
 Despite his good grades, my uncle still lacked basic knowledge of his major.


[Summary]
 Students should be required to attend their classes in order to help them learn better by participating in class discussions, and to provide them with the knowledge they need for the future. [Final comment]
 While there may be other fun things to do, going to class is a wise investment for the future.


Unit 11　School & Education I


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Schools（universities, colleges, and high schools）should teach students about specific careers and jobs instead of general subjects.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0108-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Schools must prepare their students for life after graduation by teaching them about careers and jobs.

- Students need to be ready to enter the job market after graduation.

- e.g. If unprepared, they cannot get jobs or keep them.


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Schools are often successful at educating their students in a large number of different topics. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 To begin with, schools must prepare their students for life after graduation by teaching them about careers and jobs. [General statement]
 By doing so, students can get ready to enter the job market once they graduate either from college or high school. [Example]
 Sometimes, schools do an unsatisfactory job of preparing students for their future careers. These students often have trouble getting jobs or keeping them once they get hired. [Closing sentence]
 By focusing primarily on students' future careers, the students will be equipped with the knowledge necessary to excel at their jobs and to keep them once they get hired.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 This is why I support having students study only one or two core subjects.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Schools（universities, colleges, and high schools）should teach students about specific careers and jobs instead of general subjects.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0111-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 By learning a wide range of subjects, students can get a general knowledge of many different fields of study.

- Students should know how the world works.

- e.g. I don't like science but know it is important.


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Some people believe schools should only teach students subjects that will be important to their students' future careers or jobs. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 The first reason is that by learning a wide range of subjects, students can get a general knowledge of many different fields of study. [General statement]
 People should know how the world works, which they can do by studying many different subjects. [Example]
 Personally, while I do not like every school subject I take, I recognize their importance. I will never major in science, but I still think it is essential for me to learn chemistry, biology, and physics. By studying these subjects, I can learn about what the world is made up of and how things work. [Closing sentence]
 This information may not be enough to use for any future job, but it is important for my development as an educated person.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 It is important that people continue studying a large number of different subjects.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Teachers should give students homework every day.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 12　Living & Thinking I


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Getting advice from friends of an older age would be more valuable than from friends your own age.


Use Specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0116-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Older friends have more real-world experience, so their advice has greater value.

- They can give advice on situations others have not experienced.

- e.g. my brother getting advice on which college to attend


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Everyone needs advice at times, and most people ask their peers for help. However, with age comes a greater variety of life experiences, which give one the wisdom and ability to see things in perspective. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 First, older friends have more real-world experience, so their advice has greater value. [General statement]
 They can indeed give important advice on situations you have not experienced. [Example]
 For example, when deciding what college to attend, my older brother asked his friend in college where he should study. His friend said he should think about the financial aspects, so he suggested finding an inexpensive college where my brother could also get a scholarship. [Closing sentence]
 Thanks to his older friend's advice, my brother could be saved from having a heavy student debt in the future.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 If you ever need advice, just ask someone older what to do.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Getting advice from friends of an older age would be more valuable than from friends your own age.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 My friends the same age know me well, which puts them in the best position to give me advice.

- They are likely to give advice relevant to my situation.

- e.g. classmate's advice on giving a presentation in a science class


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Sometimes people face difficult situations, so it is necessary to get some advice. I always ask my friends my age what to do. [Thesis sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 My friends the same age know me well, which puts them in the best position to give me advice. [General statement]
 This means their advice is more likely to be relevant to my situation. [Example]
 For instance, once I was worried about doing a presentation in a science class because I get nervous speaking in front of others. My classmate knew this, so she told me to imagine I was only talking to her. Her advice kept me calm, and I received an excellent grade. [Closing sentence]
 People who know you well can tailor their advice to fit your specific problem.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 Since they know so much about me, they know which advice will help me solve my problems.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is better to do one project first and then begin to do another than to do several projects at the same time.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 13　Family & Society


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


The extended family（such as grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles）is less important now than it was in the past.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0124-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 These days, it is much easier for a person to live alone and not rely upon any family members for help.

- In the past, extended family members were crucial to people's survival, but not now.

- e.g. my uncle living alone with no problem


Topic sentence 2


-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3


-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 In the past, people made great use of their extended families to help improve their lives. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 These days, it is much easier for a person to live alone and not rely upon any family members for help. [General statement]
 In the past, extended family members were crucial to people's survival since most of them lived on farms and needed much physical labor to cultivate the land. But this is not the case nowadays. [Example]
 For example, my uncle lives alone in a big city and works for a bank. Most of his work involves dealing with figures, reports, and records. He gets paid enough to make a living. He does not require any of his family members' assistance to“survive.”[Closing sentence]
 This is a tremendous change from times in the past.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 Additionally, I find it likely that this trend will continue and that extended family members' influences will continue to decrease.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


The extended family（such as grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles）is less important now than it was in the past.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 In my country, extended family members form a tight-knit social group that is tremendously important.

- People often consult with their extended family members before making decisions.

- e.g. my extended family gatherings


Topic sentence 2


-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Numerous claims have been made lately that the extended family is not as important now as it was in the past. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 For one, in my country, extended family members still form a tight-knit social group that is tremendously important. [General statement]
 Many people do not make crucial decisions in their lives until consulting with various members of their extended families. [Example]
 For example, my extended family often get together several times a year, especially on holidays. During these times, each family member talks to the others about what is going on in his or her life. The grandparents, aunts, uncles, and even cousins then offer their opinions and give advice on what they think each person should do. [Closing sentence]
 Assistance like this has helped extended families retain their importance.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 In many countries, like my own, people can use their extensive families to get ahead in their lives.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Parents can no longer control what their children do; their behavior gets more affected by television, movies, and other influences from outside the home.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 14　Business & Economy


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Doing a job you enjoy makes a difference in how well you perform it.

- High job satisfaction creates better workers.

- e.g. my brother's experience working at a fast-food restaurant


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Topic sentence 3_____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Most people love having jobs where they earn a lot of money. Unfortunately, they do not always enjoy doing these jobs. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Doing a job you enjoy, no matter what the salary is, makes a difference in how well you perform it. [General statement]
 In other words, having high job satisfaction can help you become a better worker. [Example]
 This summer, my brother worked as a part-timer at a fast-food restaurant; however, he could not stand serving various customers, especially young children. All he thought about was when he would finish and get to go home. Because he did not like his job, he was not very good at it, and many customers often complained about the service he provided. [Closing sentence]
 Not being happy with one's job frequently results in poor work.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 When choosing a profession, people should do what they enjoy, not what pays the most.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Since the prices of basic goods rise every year, a person needs a good salary to remain out of debt.

- Without enough money, people have to go into debt.

- e.g. my brother's credit card debt because of his low salary


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 The world is getting more expensive, so people need enough money to enjoy their lives. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Since the prices of basic goods rise every year, a person needs a good salary to remain out of debt. [General statement]
 People cannot live without money, so, if they do not make enough, they may have to pay for goods by borrowing money. [Example]
 My older brother has a fairly low salary, so he is always using his credit cards. Now, he has a huge amount of debt to pay off, which may take years for him to do. [Closing sentence]
 In his case, earning more money would have helped him stay out of credit card debt.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 In short, while money does not always buy happiness, it can make life more comfortable.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Getting a job in which you work with other people is better than getting a job in which you work alone.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 15　Culture & Leisure I


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Governments should spend more money supporting the arts than supporting athletics such as an Olympic team.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0140-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Through their creation of the arts, some people become larger-than-life inspirations to everyone, so governments need to support these people as much as possible.

- Artists represent their nations' cultures.

- e.g. Beethoven, Mozart, Van Gogh, and Rembrandt


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Governments have limited resources for arts and sports funding, and that money is often misspent on things like athletics and Olympic teams. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Through their creation of the arts, some people become larger-than-life inspirations to everyone, so governments need to support these people as much as possible. [General statement]
 Artists often serve as representatives of a nation's culture. [Example]
 For example, great composers and other artists, such as Beethoven, Mozart, Van Gogh, and Rembrandt, are cultural icons in their home countries, and their genius is recognized worldwide. Without funding for art schools, orchestras, operas, and plays, future icons would have nowhere to improve their work. [Closing sentence]
 By providing funding for the arts, governments can ensure a steady flow of cultural icons.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 While events like the Olympics come only every four years, the arts last forever.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Governments should spend more money supporting the arts than supporting athletics such as an Olympic team.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 The athletes at the Olympics represent our country, so we should support them as much as possible.

- A winning athlete can bring glory to the entire nation.

- e.g. how I feel when a countryman wins an Olympic medal


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Going to museums and looking at works of art is something I enjoy doing. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 For one thing, the athletes at the Olympics represent our country, so we should support them as much as possible. [General statement]
 By winning Olympic gold, an athlete can bring glory and honor to all of the people in the country, not just him or her. [Example]
 I know that I personally feel a sense of pride when someone from my country wins a gold, silver, or bronze medal. Even though I did not do anything myself, it makes me feel proud to see one of my countrymen competing and winning. [Closing sentence]
 For the sake of honor, it is imperative that we support our country's Olympic athletes.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 Glory comes with a high price, and that is one that the government should meet.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


People learn more by watching television than by reading books.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 16　Environment & Technology


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


The most effective way for the government to conserve energy is to increase the price of gasoline and electricity.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Because most people cannot afford to pay for increases in the prices of these commodities, they will have to conserve what energy they use.

- This measure will make people more responsible in using energy.

- e.g. people getting more energy-conscious and driving less often


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Some people believe that governments should never intervene in the markets. However, this is not always true in some cases. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Because most people cannot afford to pay for increases in the prices of these commodities, they will have to conserve what energy they use. [General statement]
 In fact, this measure will serve to make people more responsible in their energy expenditures. [Example]
 For example, raising the price of gas will make people drive less often. Instead of driving to nearby places, they might walk or ride bicycles. They will become more energy-conscious because of the price increases. [Closing sentence]
 This will cause people to become wiser when consuming energy, which naturally results in more energy conserved.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 The limited supply of energy really leaves the government with no choice but to raise its price.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


The most effective way for the government to conserve energy is to increase the price of gasoline and electricity.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0151-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Even if the government raises the price of energy, it is highly unlikely that people will begin conserving it in a bid to save money.

- Price increases have never stopped people from using various products.

- e.g. Oil is at record-high prices, but people still use it.


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Governments sometimes try to impose price regulations, but these always end in disaster. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Even if the government raises the price of energy, it is highly unlikely that people will begin conserving it in a bid to save money. [General statement]
 All throughout history, prices have increased on many products, but that has not stopped people from using them. [Example]
 This is clear simply by looking at recent increases in the price of oil. Despite seemingly setting record highs every week, most people have not curbed their energy-consuming habits. People are still driving as much as always. [Closing sentence]
 Increasing the price of energy will therefore take money out of people's pockets and give it to the government without any practical effect on conserving energy.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 There are many ways to conserve energy, but raising its price is not one of them.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


People should not be allowed to use mobile（cell）phones when they use public transportation（e.g. buses, trains, and airplanes）.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 17　School & Education II


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


In high schools and colleges, it is more desirable for a group project to be evaluated the same regardless of the individual students' performances.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0156-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 A project's final result comes from a cumulative effort by a group, and it should be graded accordingly.

- Teachers should base their grades on the overall results.

- e.g. individual members' different contributions to the project


Topic sentence 2


-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 A few teachers have been known to grade the individual performances of each student in their group projects. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 A project's final result comes from a cumulative effort by a group, so it should be graded accordingly. [General statement]
 In this sense, teachers should base their evaluations upon the final results, not upon each individual's performance. [Example]
 For example, in any group project, the members contribute in many different ways. Some might do the design while others write or conduct research. Through this common effort, the group can get what is greater than the sum of each member's effort as the final result. [Closing sentence]
 Therefore, it is natural that their grades should be based on the final result, not on the individual performances.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 If an instructor wants to grade students individually, then group work should not be assigned.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


In high schools and colleges, it is more desirable for a group project to be evaluated the same regardless of the individual students' performances.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0159-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 The virtual impossibility of all members doing the same amount of work demands that some students receive different grades than others.

- Students who contribute less should get lower grades.

- e.g. treatment of the slacker in a group project


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 I can see why some teachers or professors give one grade to all the students involved in a group project. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 For one thing, the virtual impossibility of all members doing the same amount of work demands that some students receive different grades than others. [General statement]
 In almost every instance, there is at least one student who does not contribute an acceptable amount, so that student should be graded lower. [Example]
 In my experience, group projects always have a leader, workers, and a slacker. The slacker shows up late, never does enough work, and always complains about everything. [Closing sentence]
 There is no reasonable explanation for the slacker to get the same grade as everyone else.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 Teachers should consider rewarding students who work hard and punishing those who do not. It would be the fairest thing to do.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


A university education is essential to success in life.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 18　Living & Thinking II


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is important to know about events happening around the world that are not related to you.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0164-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Because the entire world's economy is connected, events in one part of the world can affect those in other parts of the planet.

- People's finances are connected to other parts of the world.

- e.g. changes in the price of oil in the Middle East


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 There are a large number of people who are content not to know what is happening in the world around them. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Because the entire world's economy is connected, events in one part of the world can affect those in other parts of the planet. [General statement]
 So many people's financial situations are connected to events that are happening in other countries. [Example]
 One obvious example is the price of oil. Since much of it comes from the Middle East, people need to pay attention to what is happening in that turbulent region. If the price of gas rises there, the prices of many more goods in other countries will also increase. [Closing sentence]
 Keeping an eye on world events ensures that a person will be prepared for such changes.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 We are truly living in a global community, so we cannot afford to be isolated from one another.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is important to know about events happening around the world that are not related to you.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0167-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 So many events that happen take place too far away from me to have any direct influence on my life.

- There is no need to learn about these far-off events.

- e.g. a volcanic eruption in Indonesia


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 A number of various events take place every day in every country all around the globe. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 First of all, so many events that happen take place too far away from me to have any direct influence on my life. [General statement]
 Therefore, there is no real need to know about these foreign events because they will not affect us in any way at all. [Example]
 The news last night ran a story about a volcano erupting in Indonesia. While it may be an interesting story, that event in no way at all has anything to do with my life. [Closing sentence]
 As for me, I am more concerned about what happens in my neighborhood, not in some far-off land.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 Simply put, these events need to have some kind of direct effect on people before they will take notice of them.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


The ability to cooperate well with others is more important today than in the past.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 19　Culture & Leisure II


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


The second reading of a book is more interesting than the first reading.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0172-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 It is possible for the reader to develop a further understanding of a book on the second reading.

- The second reading of any good book lets the reader learn something new.

- e.g. my second reading of The Lord of the Rings



Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 I love sitting down and reading a good book. Books are a big part of my life, and reading is a great way to relax. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 It is possible for the reader to develop a further understanding of a book on the second reading. [General statement]
 In particular, the second reading of any good book lets the reader learn something new. [Example]
 For example, I first read The Lord of the Rings
 trilogy when I was in the first grade of middle school. It was just a nice fantasy novel series at that time. However, when I reread it two years later, I realized the author had created a complete new world with numerous interwoven stories which were really intriguing. [Closing sentence]
 The second reading of a book definitely allows the reader to enjoy it on a new level.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 Without a second reading, a deeper understanding of most books is virtually impossible.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


The second reading of a book is more interesting than the first reading.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0175-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement_____


Body


Topic sentence 1
 You can only be surprised by the events in the story the first time you read a book.

- You lose the element of surprise after the first reading.

- e.g. reading detective novels


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Some of my friends enjoy reading the same book several times. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 You can only be surprised by the events in the story the first time you read a book. [General statement]
 The plot twists and surprises are what I enjoy most about books, but this element of surprise is lost after the first reading. [Example]
 I love reading detective novels because they make me follow the plot carefully to find the villain. However, if I read the book a second time, I already know who the villain is, so the book loses most of its attraction. [Closing sentence]
 The first reading may shock the reader, but the second one will merely bore the reader.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 It is better to enjoy a book once and then savor that memory.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Twenty years from now, people will have more time for leisure activities.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□





Unit 20　School & Education III


【答案链接】


Writing Practice A

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is more important to understand ideas and concepts than to learn facts.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0180-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Students need to understand the big picture before they can begin to concentrate on the details.

- Knowing details is not the same as knowing how or why.

- e.g. my history teacher's teaching method


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 Some of my friends are concerned only about learning facts so much so that they know thousands of them. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Students need to understand the big picture before they can begin to concentrate on the details. [General statement]
 Merely knowing the details is not the same as understanding why or how something happened. [Example]
 For example, my history teacher often makes sure that we understand the broad, historical situation of an event before filling our minds with a variety of facts. [Closing sentence]
 Without this broad knowledge, we would not be able to possess a deeper understanding of certain events.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 Knowing facts, while nice, is not as important as knowing the ideas behind them.

Writing Practice B

Brainstorming

Read the essay topic, and brainstorm your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is more important to understand ideas and concepts than to learn facts.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

[image: 0183-01]


Outlining & Organizing

Look at your brainstorming map, and complete the following outline.

Introduction


Thesis statement
 _____

Body


Topic sentence 1
 Because schools place an emphasis on learning facts, students must do so in order to do well at school.

- Knowing facts lets students get higher grades.

- e.g. my chemistry teacher's teaching method


Topic sentence 2
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____


Topic sentence 3
 _____

-_____

-e.g. _____

Conclusion


Summary
 _____

Completing the Essay

Based on your outline, complete the following essay.


[Opening sentence]
 I definitely see the use of understanding various ideas and concepts. [Thesis statement]
 _____


[Topic sentence 1]
 Because schools place an emphasis on learning facts, students must do so in order to do well at school. [General statement]
 A comprehensive knowledge of facts will enable students to pass their exams and get high grades, thereby improving their futures. [Example]
 My chemistry teacher is constantly having us memorize the characteristics of the different elements. We have to repeat these facts on our tests, or else we will do poorly. [Closing sentence]
 Knowing the concepts in my classes is much less crucial than being able to repeat facts.


[Topic sentence 2]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Topic sentence 3]
 _____[General statement]
 _____


[Example]
 _____[Closing sentence]
 _____


[Summary]
 _____


[Final comment]
 A complete understanding of ideas and concepts is fine, but more emphasis should be placed on learning facts.

TOEFL iBT Practice


Question
 　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Twenty years from now, students will no longer use printed books.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

TOEFL iBT Writing

____________________

____________________

____________________

Check your essay.



	Introduction
	Yes
	No



	Is the topic understood correctly?
	□
	□



	Is there a clear thesis statement?
	□
	□



	
Body

	


	





	Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?
	□
	□



	Are there clear and sufficient supporting details for the topic sentences?
	□
	□



	Does each paragraph appropriately support the thesis statement?
	□
	□



	Are there any redundant or irrelevant supporting details?
	□
	□



	Are the ideas linked with appropriate transition words?
	□
	□



	
Conclusion

	


	





	Is there a restatement of the thesis?
	□
	□



	Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay properly?
	□
	□



	
Grammar & Vocabulary

	


	





	Are all the sentences grammatically correct?
	□
	□



	Are various sentence structures used?
	□
	□



	Are various words and expressions used?
	□
	□



	Are all the words spelled correctly?
	□
	□



	Are the punctuation marks used correctly?
	□
	□






Essential Essay Topics

This part provides you with a list of essential essay topics reconstructed from the ones that have so far been asked on the TOEFL®
 iBT. By practicing writing your essays on these topics, you will effectively prepare yourself for the Independent Writing Task of the TOEFL®
 iBT.

A　School & Education

1　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? University students should not be required to attend classes. Instead, they should be able to receive credits through a final test or paper. Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

2　Some people say that students learn the most important things in life inside the classroom. Others believe that they learn the most important lessons of life outside the classroom. Which opinion do you agree with? Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same financial support to their students' sports and social activities as they give to their classes and libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

4　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better for students to take classes for more than 11 months throughout the year. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

5　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Schools（universities, colleges, and high schools）should teach students about specific careers and jobs instead of general subjects. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

6　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A teacher's ability to relate well with his or her students is more important than the ability to give them knowledge. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

7　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to learn general knowledge in various subjects than to learn specialized knowledge in one subject. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

8　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for a teacher to help students gain self-confidence than to teach them specific knowledge. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

9　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to give students prizes or awards for their efforts（trying）than for their achievements（successes or grades）. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

10　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates have more influences on a child's success in school than parents do. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

11　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to learn knowledge from studying than to develop creativity. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

12　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to take the most difficult and challenging classes in university or at college even if it means that you probably will not get top grades（marks）in them. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

13　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? In high schools or colleges, it is more desirable for a group project to be evaluated the same regardless of the individual students' performances. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

14　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to choose the subjects that you are interested in than the subjects you need to prepare for a job or a career. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

15　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades（marks）can encourage students to learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

16　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should give students homework every day. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

17　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All teachers should be required to update their knowledge every five years. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

18　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to have a yearlong break before attending university. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

19　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A university education is essential to success in life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

20　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to understand ideas and concepts than to learn facts. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

21　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents make the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

22　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All universities should require students to take a science class even though their major has no relevance to this field. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

23　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, students will no longer use printed books. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

24　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All university students should be required to take at least one class that teaches the culture of a country other than their own. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

25　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid according to how well their students perform. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

B　Living & Thinking

1　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to learn from co-workers and friends than to learn from teachers and supervisors. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

2　Some people say that a person should make important decisions alone. Others believe that it is always better to ask others for advice. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way for a good future is to plan carefully when you are young. Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

4　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There are so many sources of news and information that it is difficult to know whom to believe and who is telling the truth. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Nowadays, people put too much emphasis on personal appearances and fashion. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

6　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people enjoy life more than older people do. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

7　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? To speak well is more important than to write well. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

8　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Letting a friend make a mistake is better than saying or doing something that would destroy the friendship. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

9　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to keep old friends than to make new friends. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

10　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Observing or studying animals teaches us a lot about human nature. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

11　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most people prefer having others make decisions for them. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

12　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is important to know about the events happening around the world that are not related to you. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

13　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should spend money on things that last a long time, such as an expensive piece of jewelry, and not spend money on short-term pleasures like vacations. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

14　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People today spend too much time on personal enjoyment—the thing they like to do—rather than doing what they should do. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

15　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The ability to cooperate well with others is more important today than in the past. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

16　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Today, people do so many different things that they can only do a few things well. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

17　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Because modern life is complex, young people should have the ability to plan and organize. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

18　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People must get their news from newspapers; television news does not provide enough information. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

19　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Getting advice from friends of an older age is more valuable than from friends your own age. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

20　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to do one project first and then begin to do another than to do several projects at the same time. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

21　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to spend money on traveling and vacations than to save money for some time in the future. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

22　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People who do not work because they have enough money are rarely happy. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

23　Some people say that the ability to read and write has become more important than it was in the past. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

24　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, people will spend less time on cooking and preparing food than they do today. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

C　Family & Society

1　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The extended family（such as grandparents, cousins, aunts, and uncles）is less important now than it was in the past. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

2　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to spend time with family than to spend time at work. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people do not give enough time to help their communities. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

4　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Living today is more comfortable and easier than when your grandparents were children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents can no longer control what their children do; their behavior is more affected by television, movies, and other influences from outside the home. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

D　Business & Economy

1　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Being happy with a job is more important than having a high salary. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.

2　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is unrealistic for people to expect to work for the same company or employer for all of their lives. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

3　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to work for a large company than for a small company. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

4　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most advertisements make products seem much better than they really are. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Getting a job in which you work with other people is better than getting a job in which you work alone. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

E　Culture & Leisure

1　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People today spend too much time paying attention to the personal lives of celebrities or famous people. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

2　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to take a trip by oneself than to take a group tour with guidance. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to watch serious movies that are designed to make you think than to watch movies that are primarily designed to amuse or entertain. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

4　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Governments should spend more money supporting the arts than supporting athletics such as an Olympic team. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Movies and television have more negative effects than positive effects on young people's behavior. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

6　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The second reading of a book is more interesting than the first reading. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

7　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People learn more by watching television than by reading books. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

8　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, people will have more time for leisure activities. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

F　Environment & Technology

1　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Renewable sources of energy（sun, water, wind）will soon replace fossil fuels（coal, gas, oil）. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

2　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important to use land for human needs such as farming, housing, and industry than to save it for endangered animals. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most effective way for the government to conserve energy is to increase the price of gasoline and electricity. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

4　Some people say that the Internet provides us with a lot of valuable information. Others believe that too much information on the Net causes many problems. Which opinion do you agree with? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

5　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Twenty years from now, people will not use their cars as frequently as they do now. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

6　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should not be allowed to use mobile（cell）phones when they use public transportation（e.g. buses, trains, and airplanes）. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

7　Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Cars（automobiles）have had a greater effect on society than airplanes have. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.



Actual Tests

Writing Section Directions
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This section measures your ability to use writing to communicate in an academic environment. There will be two writing tasks.

For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then answer a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second writing task, you will answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

Now, listen to the directions for the first writing task.

Actual Test 01


【答案链接】
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TOEFL iBT Writing

Writing Based on Reading and Listening Directions

For this task, you will have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time you have to read. You may take notes while you read. You will be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

You will then have 20 minutes
 to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship between the lecture you have heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not
 ask you to express your personal opinion.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.

Reading

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2

While there may be a few sound historical reasons for preserving aging buildings, this should not prevent the majority from being torn down so as to make way for new construction. The practice of conserving older buildings should be halted immediately. Old buildings need to make way for new ones.

Buildings considered to be of historical importance are typically protected and even refurbished with government funds. While this practice may be necessary for truly historical important places, such as the birthplace of a president, many old buildings simply do need to meet the current criteria established by the government to be called important. They only incur unnecessary government expenditures on maintaining them. Instead, government funds should be redirected toward more worthy causes, including fighting crime and improving schools and hospitals.

Many older buildings are not aesthetically pleasing to look at and in fact serve no practical purpose. The majority of people prefer buildings constructed with modern architectural designs and desire places where they can engage in the activities they want. Older buildings should be torn down to make way for modern ones like shopping centers and places of entertainment. These will satisfy the public's needs much better than old buildings ever will.

Over the years, building codes and standards have changed dramatically. Older buildings simply do not meet these standards. Their water pipes are made from hazardous lead; their electrical systems are old and outdated; they use cancer-causing asbestos as their insulating material. Replacing and upgrading all of these old buildings is both extremely expensive and time-consuming. It would actually be safer and financially sounder simply to remove them.

Listening
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TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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Question

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2


Directions:
 You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.


Question:
 Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

While there may be a few sound historical reasons for preserving aging buildings, this should not prevent the majority from being torn down so as to make way for new construction. The practice of conserving older buildings should be halted immediately. Old buildings need to make way for new ones.

Buildings considered to be of historical importance are typically protected and even refurbished with government funds. While this practice may be necessary for truly historical important places, such as the birthplace of a president, many old buildings simply do need to meet the current criteria established by the government to be called important. They only incur unnecessary government expenditures on maintaining them. Instead, government funds should be redirected toward more worthy causes, including fighting crime and improving schools and hospitals.

Many older buildings are not aesthetically pleasing to look at and in fact serve no practical purpose. The majority of people prefer buildings constructed with modern architectural designs and desire places where they can engage in the activities they want. Older buildings should be torn down to make way for modern ones like shopping centers and places of entertainment. These will satisfy the public's needs much better than old buildings ever will.

Over the years, building codes and standards have changed dramatically. Older buildings simply do not meet these standards. Their water pipes are made from hazardous lead; their electrical systems are old and outdated; they use cancer-causing asbestos as their insulating material. Replacing and upgrading all of these old buildings is both extremely expensive and time-consuming. It would actually be safer and financially sounder simply to remove them.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience Directions

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes
 to write your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of the content, and the quality and accuracy of the language you used to express ideas.

Click on Continue
 to go on.

Question

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 2 of 2


Directions:
 Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.


Question:


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


Young people enjoy life more than older people do.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Actual Test 02


【答案链接】
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TOEFL iBT Writing

Writing Based on Reading and Listening Directions

For this task, you will have three minutes to read a passage about an academic topic. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time you have to read. You may take notes while you read. You will
 be able to see the reading passage again when it is time for you to write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

You will then have 20 minutes
 to write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship between the lecture you have heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as completely as possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The question does not
 ask you to express your personal opinion.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Now you will see the reading passage for 3 minutes. Remember that it will be available to you again while you are writing. Immediately after the reading time ends, the lecture will begin, so keep your headset on until the lecture has ended.

Reading

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2

While print media has long dominated news sources, it is quickly being crowded out by online media. In fact, the day may come in the near future when the last newspaper will be published.

The news found on the Internet is both fast and up-to-date. When a newsworthy event happens anywhere around the world, it can almost instantly be found on a majority of news servers. For example, once a sporting event finishes, within a few minutes, a complete recap and analysis of the game is typically available on the Internet. With print media, a person has to wait until the next day—or even two days if the event happened after the paper has already gone to press—to learn about the news.

Online news is diversified, which means people can read whatever they want from wherever they want. For instance, a person who enjoys entertainment can find hundreds of sites covering that. People can even get alerts sent to them by e-mail when something noteworthy happens to their favorite celebrity or when there is some news about a show they might like. With print media, a person has to wade through all of the other news in order to find what he or she is interested in.

Online media can also provide current, instantaneous news from around the world, not just regional or national coverage. People can read about news from anywhere which is not sanitized like much of print media is. Print media, and even television news, typically concentrate on local and national stories, and their content is heavily edited. It is often hard to know the truth when reading print media.

Listening

[image: 0203-01]


TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2
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Question

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 1 of 2


Directions:
 You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response will be judged on the basis of the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the reading passage. Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words.


Question:
 Summarize the points made in the lecture you just heard, explaining how they cast doubt on specific points made in the reading.

While print media has long dominated news sources, it is quickly being crowded out by online media. In fact, the day may come in the near future when the last newspaper will be published.

The news found on the Internet is both fast and up-to-date. When a newsworthy event happens anywhere around the world, it can almost instantly be found on a majority of news servers. For example, once a sporting event finishes, within a few minutes, a complete recap and analysis of the game is typically available on the Internet. With print media, a person has to wait until the next day—or even two days if the event happened after the paper has already gone to press—to learn about the news.

Online news is diversified, which means people can read whatever they want from wherever they want. For instance, a person who enjoys entertainment can find hundreds of sites covering that. People can even get alerts sent to them by e-mail when something noteworthy happens to their favorite celebrity or when there is some news about a show they might like. With print media, a person has to wade through all of the other news in order to find what he or she is interested in.

Online media can also provide current, instantaneous news from around the world, not just regional or national coverage. People can read about news from anywhere which is not sanitized like much of print media is. Print media, and even television news, typically concentrate on local and national stories, and their content is heavily edited. It is often hard to know the truth when reading print media.

TOEFL iBT Writing

Writing Based on Knowledge and Experience Directions

For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to state, explain, and support your opinion on an issue. You will have 30 minutes
 to write your essay.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas, the organization of the content, and the quality and accuracy of the language you used to express ideas.

Click on Continue
 to go on.

Question

TOEFL iBT Writing

Question 2 of 2


Directions:
 Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.


Question:


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?


It is unrealistic for people to expect to work for the same company or employer for all of their lives.


Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
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PART 1　Integrated Writing


Sample iBT Question

■ Reading

工厂是跨越18、19世纪的产物，在19世纪尤其如此。工厂最早出现在英国，并最终遍及世界。导致这一结果的原因主要有三点。

在工厂出现之前，包括制衣及金属工具制造在内的大多数工作都是人们在家中或小作坊里手工完成的。技术进步导致了工厂的出现，其中主要的一项就是蒸汽机的发明。蒸汽机起源于18世纪中叶，当时被用来从深的煤矿中抽水，它提供了足够的动力来完成原本需要大量人力的工作。由于人们需要将蒸汽机安放在环境相对稳定的房屋里以最大限度地发挥其功效，工厂便应运而生。

由于火车和轮船的发明，蒸汽机及后来的内燃机的应用极大地促进了交通的发展。铁路可以将原材料运送到特定地点，比如工厂，在那里工人们使用机器将这些原材料加工成成品。而后这些货物又被铁路和轮船运送到世界各地的市场进行销售。

工厂出现的另一个重要原因是私有制，这在英国表现得尤为明显。人类以农耕为生已有数千年之久。然而许多人并没有属于自己的土地，只能随处耕种。“圈地”——人们用篱笆和栅栏将土地圈起来并占有它——在英国是很普遍的现象。而那些没有土地的人则向工厂提供了大量的廉价劳动力。此外，法律保护私有财产不被政府没收也促进了土地资源的开发和工厂的发展。

■ Listening

毫无疑问，一些，呃，特殊的条件导致了工厂在英国的出现。但是新技术、交通方式的改善和私有制【强调】并不包括在其中。

蒸汽机是工业革命的重要组成部分，但是制造蒸汽机是需要原材料的。事实上，真正的原因是铸铁工厂的出现，正是在那里诞生了坚硬的铁和后来的钢材。而钢铁是制造蒸汽机、轮船、火车，甚至建造工厂都不可缺少的材料。

交通条件和工厂的诞生也没有必然的联系。许多工厂都把厂址选在靠近其所需资源的地方，如水源或煤矿附近。这就是为什么许多工业中心都在河畔或煤矿边崛起的原因。让我们以德国的鲁尔为例。要知道铁路直到19世纪40年代才出现，到19世纪末期才在世界上普及。想想吧……【停顿】工厂在铁路出现几十年之前就已经存在了。再有，即使在20世纪早期，帆船依然在全世界被大量使用，所以，交通对于工厂的出现显然并不那么重要。

在英国，个人财产私有制的出现促进了工厂的发展并且提供了大量劳动力。然而，在许多国家情况则不是这样。让我想想……【停顿】在俄国，政府或贵族通常拥有工厂。而一些国家，也包括英国，最早的工厂都是用来为军队生产枪械和火药的。这些工厂建造得十分集中，从而能够按照严格的标准生产武器。事实上，许多证据表明工业生产的概念源自于工厂最早的用途——制造武器。

参考答案


【总起句】
 阅读文章作者列出了工厂在英国诞生的几点原因，然而教授却不同意短文中的内容是导致工厂出现的主要原因。


【原因1】
 阅读文章中认为蒸汽机的出现是工厂诞生的第一个原因。文中提到当蒸汽机可以胜任几个人的工作时，它们就被集中安放在固定的地点，并最终导致了工厂的出现。【驳斥1】
 然而，教授却认为真正重要的因素不是蒸汽机，而是用来制造蒸汽机的钢铁，尤其是钢铁还可以用来修造铁路、轮船以及建造工厂。


【原因2】
 尽管文章的作者认为铁路和轮船的发明使得原材料和成品可以在世界范围内快速流通。【驳斥2】
 教授却指出，铁路是工厂出现几十年后的产物，而帆船的使用在20世纪仍未停止。


【原因3】
 最后，文中指出私有制迫使没有土地的人们去工厂工作，并促使地主们建造工厂。【驳斥3】
 但是，教授则认为工厂的最早期用途——武器的标准化生产促成了工厂的形成。


【结论】
 阅读文章的作者和教授对工厂出现的原因持明显不同的意见。

注：Synthesizing&Organizing B中the lecturer和the professor指同一人，在中文翻译中统称为“教授”。



Unit 1　Anthropology


Note Taking & Outlining

A

今天美国西南部横跨几个州的辽阔地域，曾经生活着安纳萨吉印第安人，他们有时也被称为普韦布洛印第安人。安纳萨吉人的历史可追溯到史前时期。他们甚至经历了公元1150年前持续了数百年的黄金时代。然而，就在几个世纪之后，安纳萨吉人突然消失了。许多人类学家认为战争是导致他们消失的原因。

考古学家们仔细搜索了安纳萨吉人村落的遗址。他们发现大量的地方有被焚烧的痕迹。甚至很多安纳萨吉的宗教场所都未能幸免。不难想象这些焚烧是部落间战争的结果。在取胜后焚烧对方的村落是美洲印第安人普遍的传统。安纳萨吉人被焚烧的遗址表明他们也一定遭到了其他部落的征服。

就在上述村落中，考古学家还发掘出许多安纳萨吉人的私人物品。其中有很多是对于主人来说十分值钱的器物，包括陶器、珠宝以及其他个人财物。一般说来，这些器物的主人不可能将它们舍弃。因此，许多人相信导致这些器物散落四处的原因是战争突然爆发，它们的主人或者被杀，或者在敌人到来之前来不及将它们全部带走。

地理因素也是安纳萨吉人灭绝的原因之一。他们的村落大多位于今天的亚利桑那州以及新墨西哥州，那里有着丰富的水资源，这是美国西南部独有的特征。那么其他对此垂涎三尺的部落对其发动战争并将他们驱赶出去就是很自然的事了，很显然，他们也这样做了。

1　Because of War

2　Invading Indian tribes

3　conquered by others

4　pottery, jewelry, & personal effects

5　suddenly killed / driven away by enemies

6　Settled in area w/ abundant water sources

B
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M:
 So, that concludes my lecture on the golden age of the Anasazi. Strangely enough, relatively soon after that age ended, the Anasazi disappeared as a culture. The question, of course, is... [pauses]
 Why did they disappear? Many of my colleagues suggest war was the reason. However, I, and some other anthropologists, subscribe to a, uh, a different theory. We believe that it was due to a water shortage that the Anasazi disappeared.

First, there is the curious feature of the burned areas around Anasazi settlements. Remember, some of these burned areas include their ritual sites. Well, some of us believe that it was the Anasazi themselves who burned their own sites. [pauses]
 No, seriously. We think they were holding ceremonies in which they burned their own sites in a plea to their gods to help them find new sites with access to water.

Another point of interest at many digs is the large number of scattered articles. Normally, archaeologists don't find this many objects of importance at a dig site. However, the evidence again points to a, er, water shortage. The Anasazi, thirsting for water, simply had no need for extra personal belongings, so they left them in their settlements when they departed in search of new homes.

Finally, let me again call your attention to the fact that the Anasazi had just enjoyed a golden age in which their population increased to almost, uh, let me think... [pauses]
 ah, yes, ten times its original number. [stresses]
 Ten times! When the rains began to fall less frequently, what was once a land with lots of water suddenly became barren and dry. What few water supplies remained simply could not satisfy such a large population. This, in turn, led to the rapid decline and eventual disappearance of the Anasazi Indians.


M：
 那么，在演讲最后我要说说安纳萨吉印第安人的黄金时代。说来奇怪，仅仅在那个时代结束后不久，安纳萨吉作为一种文明也消失了。当然了，问题就是……【停顿】他们为什么会消失。我的许多同事提出战争是导致他们消失的原因。可是，我和其他一些人类学家同意，呃，另外一种解释。我们认为安纳萨吉人消失是因为水资源的短缺。

首先，在安纳萨吉人的居住地周围有奇怪的焚烧痕迹。请记住，被焚烧的区域包括他们举行宗教仪式的场所。唔，我们有些人相信是安纳萨吉人自己焚烧了这些地方。【停顿】不，严格来讲，我们觉得他们在举行一种烧毁他们自己的地方的仪式，以此来祈求他们的神能帮他们找到新的靠近水源的地方。

在许多发掘中发现的另一个有趣的现象是大量器物四处散落。通常来说，考古学家在挖掘现场是找不到这么多重要的物品。然而，这些证据再一次说明，呃，（他们消失的原因是）水的短缺。安纳萨吉人渴望水，不再需要这些身外之物了，所以当他们去寻找新的家园时，就将那些物品留在了原来居住的地方。

最后，再次请大家注意这个事实，那就是安纳萨吉人只经过了一个黄金时代，他们的人口就增加了几乎，呃，让我想想，【停顿】啊，是的，原先人口的10倍。10倍！【强调】当降雨开始经常性地减少时，曾经水量丰沛的土地突然变得贫瘠和干旱。剩下很少的供水已不能满足如此大量的人口。这样，反过来，导致了安纳萨吉印第安人人口数量的快速下降和最终的消失。

1　Because of a Lack of Water

2　Part of ceremonies 2 beg gods 4 new places w/ water

3　Left for new places w/ water

4　2 many people 2 support w/o water

5　10 times

6　Rain stopped falling

C

Reading


Stance
 　The Anasazi disappeared because they were defeated in wars with other tribes.


Main point 1
 　Many of their settlements were burned by invaders.


Main point 2
 　They left their personal items since they were killed or driven away by enemies.


Main point 3
 　They lived on land with abundant water sources that were desired by other tribes.

Listening


Stance
 　The Anasazi disappeared because of a lack of water.


Main point 1
 　They burned their own settlements in ceremonies to their gods.


Main point 2
 　They left their personal belongings behind while searching for new lands with enough water.


Main point 3
 　They had too large of a population to support without enough water.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　The reading passage states that many archaeologists believe the Anasazi disappeared all of a sudden because of war
 ; however, the professor insists that a water shortage actually caused them to disappear
 .

2　Although the author of the reading claims that the Anasazi must have been defeated in war because their settlements were burned
 , the professor counters that argument by asserting that these sites were burned by the Anasazi themselves in rituals to their gods where they prayed for help in finding new sources of water
 .

3　While the reading mentions that the Anasazi either died when the invaders attacked or they fled their enemies without taking their possessions
 , the lecturer believes that the Anasazi left all of their unnecessary belongings behind when they abandoned their homes to find new places with water
 .

4　In contrast to the reading, which claims that other tribes were naturally jealous of the Anasazi's water-rich lands and thus attacked and defeated them
 , the lecturer states that the Anasazi's increased population could not survive on the small amount of water that remained
 .

B

1　The reading claims that the Anasazi Indians disappeared suddenly because they were defeated in war
 .

2　The lecturer, meanwhile, states that a lack of water caused them to vanish
 .

3　First, the reading declares that conquering Indian tribes, as was their tradition, burned the Anasazi settlements
 .

4　The lecturer, however, claims that these settlements were burned by the Anasazi themselves
 .

5　He thinks they were holding ceremonies to appease their gods and to beg for water, and they burned their own sites as part of the rituals
 .

6　Second, the professor claims that the large numbers of personal items archaeologists have found in Anasazi sites were left there intentionally since they did not need them in their search for water
 .

7　The reading, on the other hand, makes the argument that the Anasazi left them either when they were defeated in war or fleeing invaders
 .

8　Finally, although the reading mentions that invaders, eager to settle on the Anasazi's water-rich lands, took the lands from the Anasazi in war
 , the professor states that the Anasazi's large population increase proved fatal to them when the rain stopped falling
 .

9　According to him, their population rose ten times during the golden age, but it decreased rapidly as they suffered severely from a lack of water supplies
 .

10　In conclusion, the professor believes a lack of water caused the Anasazi's downfall while the reading attributes it to war
 .

1　阅读文章宣称安纳萨吉印第安人突然消失是因为他们在战争中被打败了。

2　与此同时，教授却指出缺水是导致安纳萨吉人消失的原因。

3　首先，阅读文章认为，战胜的部落按照自己的传统烧毁了安纳萨吉人的居所。

4　然而，教授却认为这些居所是安纳萨吉人自己烧毁的。

5　他认为，他们正在举行仪式来表达对神的敬意，祈求能赐给他们水。作为宗教仪式的一部分，他们烧毁了他们自己的住所。

6　其次，教授宣称考古学家在安纳萨吉居住的地方找到的大量私人物品是被有意留在那里的，因为他们在寻找水的过程中不需要这些东西。

7　与此相反，阅读文章则认为这些物品是安纳萨吉人在战争中被打败或者逃避侵略者时留下的。

8　最后，虽然阅读文章提到了入侵者渴望在安纳萨吉人这片水资源丰富的土地上居住，于是通过战争从安纳萨吉人手中夺走了这片土地，教授却认为当降雨停止时，安纳萨吉人急剧增加的人口对于他们来说是毁灭性的。

9　在他看来，他们的人口在黄金时代增加了10倍，但由于严重缺乏水资源的供应，人口又迅速减少。

10　总之，教授认为缺水导致了安纳萨吉人的消失，而阅读文章却将此归因于战争。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

尼安德特人是一种生活在13万年至5万年前的史前人类。他们主要居住在今天的欧洲和西亚地区。尽管人类学家对尼安德特人还不完全了解，但许多人已经认定他们实际上具备语言能力。

通过对大量石化遗体进行检查，人类学家确定尼安德特人拥有很大的脑容量。事实上，他们的脑容量比现代人还大10%。人类学家据此推断拥有如此脑容量的尼安德特人必定能够使用语言进行交流。

20年前，人们发现了一块属于尼安德特人的舌骨。舌骨连接喉部与舌头之间的肌肉群。舌骨使得它的主人可以非常灵活地使用舌头，从而使尼安德特人说话的可能性大大增加。这一切都证明了尼安德特人具备语言能力并且很有可能运用这一能力。

此外，研究人员还发现尼安德特人的腹部有许多肌肉。这些肌肉不仅帮助他们控制呼吸，还能帮助他们发出各种能构成语言的声音。这些肌肉群人类也有，因为有了它们，尼安德特人更有可能使用语言进行交流。因此，显然尼安德特人的确拥有语言能力，事实上，他们确实使用语言进行交流。

Listening
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W:
 Now, there are many controversies in the field of anthropology. And one of the biggest is over Neanderthals. Some anthropologists allege that Neanderthals actually had the ability to speak. Ludicrous, I say! I believe they couldn't be more wrong in their analysis. Please let me give you the reasons I feel that way.

A lot has been made about the fact that Neanderthals had large brains. In fact, they had brains which were somewhat larger than ours. But remember... [pauses]
 The size of the brain isn't the most important aspect. Its complexity is more important. And, simply put, Neanderthals did not have the complex brains necessary to enable them to, uh, speak.

Here's something else. Your book mentioned the finding of the hyoid bone in some Neanderthal remains. Okay, yes, the hyoid bone does permit the tongue to have a much wider range of movement. However, that alone does not guarantee that they would've been able to speak. Why do I say this? Well, several species of [stresses]
 monkeys also have that exact same bone, yet they aren't able to speak at all.

Finally, again, I will concede that Neanderthals had highly developed stomach muscles. That much is true. But... [pauses]
 On the other hand, these muscles do not just affect one's speech production. Basically, they are integral to a person's, uh, Neanderthal's, ability to control his or her breathing. Remember, the Neanderthals lived in harsh climates and had harder lives than we do today. They could've used these muscles to enable them to travel long distances quickly or even to climb mountains more easily. We shouldn't just assume that, because Neanderthals possessed some of the necessities for speech, they were able to engage in it.


W：
 现在，人类学领域有很多争论。其中最大的一个争论就是关于尼安德特人的。许多人类学家宣称尼安德特人实际上具备语言能力。我觉得这太可笑了！我认为他们的分析大错特错。请让我来告诉你们我这样说的原因。

关于尼安德特人脑容量比较大这一事实已经作了许多研究。事实上，他们的脑容量比我们的稍微大一些。但是请记住……【停顿】脑容量不是最重要的方面。它的复杂性更重要。而且，简单来说，尼安德特人并不具备能够，呃，令他们开口说话的复杂大脑。

还有另外一些理由。你们的书上提到在一些尼安德特人的遗体上发现了舌骨。是的，舌骨的确可以使舌头更加灵活地运动。然而，仅凭着这一点并不能保证他们已经能够说话。我为什么这么说呢？嗯，有几种【强调】猴子也有完全一样的舌骨，但是它们根本不会说话。

最后，我承认尼安德特人已经具备了高度发达的腹肌。那的确是真的。但是……【停顿】另一方面，这些肌肉不止影响人说话。基本上，它们对于人，呃，尼安德特人控制自己呼吸的能力是必不可少的。记住，尼安德特人生活在恶劣的气候条件下，比我们今天生活得更加艰难。他们可能运用这些肌肉帮助他们快速地长途跋涉，甚至更轻松地爬山。我们不能只是想当然地认为，因为尼安德特人具有某些说话的必要条件，他们就能够说话。

Reading


Neanderthals Could Speak


1　Large brains

- Had cranial capacity 10% bigger than modern humans

- Large brain → ability 2 speak

2　Hyoid bone b/t larynx & tongue

- Allows one 2 move one's tongue in many diff. directions → more likelihood of speech communication

3　Various muscles in stomach area

- Control breathing

- Help create sounds of speech

Listening


Neanderthals Couldn't Speak


1　Size of brain ≠ important

- Complexity more important than size

- Lacked brains complex enough 2 speak

2　Hyoid bone ≠ ability 2 speak

- Monkeys have hyoid bone → cannot speak

3　Stomach muscles 4 other uses

- Could have used them 4 travelling / climbing


Sample Answer


The author of the reading passage argues that Neanderthals had the capability to speak. Meanwhile, the lecturer insists that they actually were not able to speak.

To begin with, while the reading passage states that Neanderthals had brains which were ten percent larger than those of modern-day humans, the lecturer counters by insisting that size is not the most important aspect. She instead believes that complexity is more important. And she states that Neanderthals lacked brains complex enough to speak.

In addition, the lecturer acknowledges that Neanderthals had hyoid bones. According to the reading, this bone, which enables the tongue to move greatly, facilitated speaking for Neanderthals. However, the professor states that monkeys also have hyoid bones, yet they cannot speak.

As a final point, both the reading and the lecture mention that Neanderthals had developed muscles in their stomach. To argue against the reading's assertion that these muscles helped Neanderthals to speak, the lecturer argues that these muscles could have been used for other purposes. Instead, she states that perhaps the muscles helped them to travel farther or climb mountains easier.

To conclude, the lecturer firmly believes that Neanderthals could not speak, and she counters the points made by the reading, whose author thinks Neanderthals had the ability to speak.

阅读文章的作者认为尼安德特人具备说话的能力。而教授却坚持认为他们其实并不能够讲话。

首先，阅读文章中提到尼安德特人的脑容量比现代人的还要大10%。对于这一点，教授强调，脑容量并不是最重要的方面。相比之下，她认为大脑的复杂性更重要。她指出尼安德特人的大脑并没有复杂到可以讲话的程度。

另外，教授承认尼安德特人有舌骨。根据阅读文章可知，这块骨头可以让舌头活动自如，可以帮助尼安德特人说话。但是，教授提到猴子也有相同的舌骨，而它们是不能讲话的。

最后，阅读文章和演讲都提到尼安德特人已经开始有了腹肌。但为了反驳阅读文章中这些肌肉帮助尼安德特人说话的观点，教授认为这些肌肉很可能是用于其他目的的。比如，她提到这些肌肉也许可以帮助尼安德特人跋涉更远，或者更轻松地翻越高山。

综上所述，教授坚持认为尼安德特人不具备说话的能力。她依次反驳了这篇认为尼安德特人能够说话的阅读文章中的论点。



Unit 2　Biology I


Note Taking & Outlining

A

渡渡鸟是一种产于印度洋毛里求斯岛的巨大的、没有飞翔能力的鸟类。毛里求斯于16世纪晚期被荷兰殖民者占领，在那之后不到一百年，渡渡鸟就灭绝了。关于渡渡鸟灭绝的原因有很多种猜测，然而专家们将原因归结到人类的行为上。

在荷兰人来到之前，从没有人涉足毛里求斯，因此渡渡鸟并不惧怕人类，这使得它们极易被捕猎。荷兰人还带去了各种动物，如猫、狗、猪，以及其他用于耕作的牲畜，有很多迹象表明这些动物或直接捕食渡渡鸟，或破坏渡渡鸟的蛋和巢。由于没有飞翔能力，渡渡鸟将巢筑在被茂密丛林覆盖的地面上，并且将蛋产在巢中。因此这些蛋直接暴露在掠食者的威胁之下。

荷兰人对毛里求斯实施殖民统治后，立刻将土地转作耕地。他们砍伐森林的同时，也毁掉了渡渡鸟的天然栖息地。可供它们筑巢及产蛋的区域急剧缩小。此外，由于渡渡鸟以一种产于当地的热带水果为食，当荷兰人砍伐森林的同时，也毁掉了它们的大部分食物来源。

另外一些人还推测说这些外来者带去的一种疾病使得渡渡鸟遭遇灭顶之灾。有些疾病是人兽传播，更多的则是兽兽传播。这也是渡渡鸟突然灭绝的重要原因。新物种的引进往往会威胁到旧有物种的生存。例如，在欧洲殖民者踏上美洲大陆之后，许多美洲当地人就因为缺乏对新疾病的免疫力而死亡。同样的情况很可能也发生在了渡渡鸟的身上。

1　Because of Humans

2　Hunted the dodos

3　did not fear humans

4　Changed the land 4 farming

5　destroyed dodos' natural habitat

6　Passed disease on to dodos

B
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M:
 One of history's great mysteries is the sudden extinction of the dodo bird. It was last spotted in the late seventeenth century on the island of Mauritius, the only place it ever existed. The cause of its extinction isn't precisely known, but it's certain that humans didn't cause it.

Now, the dodo couldn't fly, nor was it very fast. It developed this way for ages because, well, it had no enemies on the island... [pauses]
 At least not until humans arrived. Yet despite the ease with which they could catch it, the Dutch settlers were disgusted by it. Actually, the Dutch name for the dodo was walgvogel, meaning“disgusting bird.”Since the meat was tough and bad tasting, people didn't hunt the dodo or try to kill it at all.

Some experts claim that the clearing of trees helped kill off the dodos, which built their nests in forested areas. While the Dutch deforested some areas for farmland, large parts of the island remained intact. Even when the last dodo was spotted in 1662, much land was free from deforestation. Additionally, many other species of birds have survived on the island since humans arrived. Besides, the dodo, which couldn't fly, didn't make its nests in trees. It made them on the ground. So, it's obvious that tree clearing wasn't a reason for the loss of this bird.

Strangely, it may have been nature itself, not humans, which eliminated the dodos. There is evidence that they were already in decline when humans arrived. Massive cyclones struck the island many times in the past, and their high winds may have been responsible for destroying the dodos' nests and eggs while they lay unprotected on the open ground. Perhaps the birds encountered by the Dutch were the last remnants of a once populous species that was already on its way to dying out.


M：
 渡渡鸟的突然灭绝是生物史上的巨大疑团。最后一次发现渡渡鸟是17世纪后期在毛里求斯岛——它唯一存在过的地方。关于灭绝的原因并没有明确的结论；但可以肯定的是，并不是人类导致了这一灾难。

事实上，渡渡鸟不能飞行，也无法非常快速地跑动。长期以来它逐渐成为这个样子，是因为，呃，在岛上它没有任何天敌……【停顿】至少在人类到来之前是这样的。尽管渡渡鸟很容易被捕捉到，当时的荷兰移民者却觉得它们很令人厌恶。事实上，渡渡鸟的荷兰名字是walgvogel，即“令人厌恶的鸟”。由于它们的肉质粗糙，味道也很差，当时根本就没有人捕捉或试图杀死它们。

一些专家声称是砍伐树木导致了渡渡鸟的灭亡，因为它们在森林覆盖的地区筑巢。其实荷兰人在岛上某些区域砍伐森林开辟耕地的时候，岛上大部分地区是保存完好的。甚至直到1662年最后一次在岛上发现渡渡鸟的时候，岛上大部分森林都还没有遭到砍伐。另外，岛上很多其他鸟类在人类到达后都顺利地存活了下来。此外，由于渡渡鸟不会飞，它们并不在树上筑巢。它们把巢筑在地面上。因此，显然树木的消失并不是这种鸟灭绝的原因。

令人诧异的是，真正淘汰渡渡鸟的也许不是人类，而是大自然本身。有证据显示当人类到达该岛时，渡渡鸟的数量已经开始减少了。大规模的飓风过去多次袭击该岛，狂风也许才是真正的元凶，摧毁了裸露在地表上的鸟巢和鸟蛋。也许荷兰人遇到的渡渡鸟已经是最后的幸存者了，而这一曾经兴旺一时的物种也早已踏上了灭亡的道路。

1　Humans Were Not Responsible

2　disgusting bird

3　Tough & bad-tasting meat

4　Did not deforest the entire island 4 farming

5　Dodos did not nest in trees

6　Massive cyclones hit the island

C

Reading


Stance
 　The actions of humans account for the extinction of the dodo.


Main point 1
 　Both the Dutch and their animals hunted the dodo.


Main point 2
 　The Dutch deforested the island, destroying the dodos' nesting grounds and fruit trees used for food.


Main point 3
 　Diseases brought by the Dutch may have killed many dodos.

Listening


Stance
 　Humans were not the reason why the dodo became extinct.


Main point 1
 　Humans did not hunt dodos because they disliked the taste of the meat.


Main point 2
 　The Dutch did not deforest the whole island for farming, and dodos nested on the ground, not in trees.


Main point 3
 　Repeated powerful cyclones probably destroyed many dodo nests and eggs.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　While the reading attributes the disappearance of the dodo to actions taken by humans
 , the professor claims humans were not the reason why the dodo disappeared
 .

2　According to the reading passage, since the dodos had not seen humans before, they had no fear of them, which let the birds be easily hunted
 ; however, the professor makes it clear that the Dutch never hunted the dodo because they did not enjoy the taste of its meat
 .

3　A fact mentioned in the reading is that the deforestation policies of the Dutch destroyed the dodos' natural habitats
 , yet the lecturer believes this is unimportant because the flightless dodo never made its nests in trees
 .

4　In opposition to the reading, which claims that a disease introduced by the Dutch killed the dodo population
 , the professor thinks that repeated powerful cyclones were to blame for destroying both the dodos' nests and their eggs
 .

B

1　The reading states that humans were responsible for the dodo's extinction
 .

2　The lecturer, however, disagrees and claims it was not humans who killed the dodo bird
 .

3　The first point the reading mentions is that the flightless dodo was unafraid of humans, so they could easily hunt it
 .

4　It also maintains that many animals brought by the Dutch hunted dodos and their eggs
 .

5　On the contrary, the professor asserts that the Dutch did not hunt the dodo because they despised the taste of its meat
 .

6　The next point brought up is that deforestation by the Dutch destroyed the dodos' natural habitats
 .

7　However, the professor first claims that deforestation did not cover the entire island nor did it kill many other bird species
 .

8　He next declares that dodos did not nest in trees, so their disappearance should not have bothered the dodo
 .

9　Finally, in contrast to the reading's argument that a disease brought by the Dutch may have killed the dodos, the professor says the dodo population may already have been declining
 .

10　He then blames the extinction of the dodo on massive cyclones that destroyed their nests and eggs
 .

11　All in all, while the reading brings up several reasons to blame humans for the dodo's extinction
 , the professor provides refutations and his own theory about the dodo's extinction
 .

1　阅读文章表明人类是导致渡渡鸟灭绝的元凶。

2　然而，教授反驳了上述观点，提出人类并不是杀害渡渡鸟的凶手。

3　阅读文章提到的第一点是没有飞翔能力的渡渡鸟因为不害怕人类而被轻易捕获。

4　阅读文章还认为由荷兰人带来的许多动物也会捕杀渡渡鸟并破坏渡渡鸟的蛋。

5　相反，教授坚持认为由于荷兰人讨厌渡渡鸟肉的味道，所以并没有猎杀它们。

6　阅读文章的第二个观点是，由于荷兰人砍伐森林，渡渡鸟的自然栖息地遭到了破坏。

7　然而，教授首先提出说这种砍伐并不是全岛性的，而且很多其他鸟类并没有受到森林砍伐的影响。

8　紧接着，他又强调说渡渡鸟并不在树上筑巢，因此树木的消失不应该给渡渡鸟带来任何麻烦。

9　最后，与阅读文章中的观点——荷兰人带来的疾病使得渡渡鸟灭亡完全相反，教授认为渡渡鸟的数量很可能已经开始下降了。

10　他还指出，是大规模的飓风毁坏了渡渡鸟的巢和蛋，进而引起了渡渡鸟的灭亡。

11　总之，阅读文章列举了一些人类导致渡渡鸟灭绝的原因，而教授反驳了这些观点并就渡渡鸟灭绝的原因提出了自己的看法。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

查尔斯·达尔文于1859年发表的，并在此后饱受批评的进化论，于1985年再次遭到挑战。英国科学家弗雷德·霍伊尔通过对一种史前鸟类，即始祖鸟化石的研究，对进化论提出了自己的看法。他的质疑主要围绕第一具完整的始祖鸟骨骼，即伦敦标本；以及由于头部保存完整而被认为优于伦敦标本的柏林标本。

伦敦标本最初于1861年在德国出土，之后在英国生物学家理查德·欧文的主持下，由伦敦自然历史博物馆购买收藏。而霍伊尔声称该标本系伪造的，他认为发现标本的时间（达尔文的进化论发表两年之后）很蹊跷。他指责欧文伪造这一化石来支持达尔文的理论，因为后者是一个坚定的进化论支持者。

霍伊尔还宣称，与当时的其他始祖鸟化石相比，上述两具化石标本过于完美，不像是真的。例如，伦敦标本和柏林标本上有迹象表明羽毛已经出现，然而其他化石上却没有发现类似的证据。事实上，他认为精美呈现的化石羽毛实际上是在薄薄的水泥层上制作的羽毛印痕而已，这也是整个赝品的主要部分。

霍伊尔质疑的最后一点是化石所埋藏的岩层构成。该化石是从两片被完美分开的石灰岩中发现的。整个化石只有一半保存完整，而另一半则不是。而且两块化石并不相配。他认为保存完整的那块就是赝品。

Listening
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W:
 One of the more interesting controversies surrounding Charles Darwin concerns the fossils of the prehistoric Archaeopteryx
 found in Germany in the nineteenth century. While several papers were written in the 1980s by British scientist Fred Hoyle and others claiming these fossils were faked to support Darwin's theory of evolution, it's clear to me that these were not forgeries at all.

First, the motives Hoyle gave for the forgery focus on Richard Owen, the scientist who prepared the fossils back in London. Hoyle claimed that Owen faked the fossils to support Darwin and his ideas. However, Owen was not an advocate of Darwin's model of evolution and therefore had no reason... [pauses]
 none whatsoever... to support Darwin. Owen himself wrote a paper on the fossils that were found, and, if the fossils had really been faked, he would've been risking both his career and credibility.

Hoyle's claim that the feathers of the fossil specimens were made by impressions in cement is totally inaccurate. Hoyle was an astronomer, not a paleontologist, and he knew nothing about how fossils are created. In fact, the German limestone the fossils were found in is very smooth and has yielded many near-perfect fossils. This is true even for fossils showing the shapes of bird feathers. The existence of other fossilized feathers confirms that these specimens are real.

Another argument Hoyle put forward was that the fossil in two sections was a fake because only one half of it had the bulk of the fossil. But this can happen if a dead animal falls onto a hardened surface and then gets covered in a layer of limestone. And the reason the two halves don't match is that one half was polished in order to make the details of the feathers clearer. Hoyle, however, was unaware of this fact.


W：
 关于查尔斯·达尔文的进化论，更有趣的争论之一是19世纪在德国发现的史前始祖鸟的化石。虽然20世纪80年代英国科学家弗雷德·霍伊尔和其他一些人撰文指出，这些化石是伪造出来用以支持达尔文的进化论的，但是我认为它们根本就不是赝品。

首先，霍伊尔指出的造假动机集中在将化石送回伦敦的科学家理查德·欧文身上。霍伊尔声称欧文制造了这个赝品来支持达尔文和他的观点。然而，欧文并不是达尔文进化论模型的倡导者，因此没有理由……【停顿】完全没有任何理由……来支持达尔文。欧文自己写过一篇关于化石的论文，并且，如果化石真是伪造的，他不可能拿自己的事业和可信度去冒险。

霍伊尔声称化石标本上的羽毛是水泥上的印痕，这是完全不对的。霍伊尔是一位天文学家，而不是古生物学家，他对于化石的形成一无所知。事实上，化石周围的德国石灰石非常光滑，人们已经从中发现了许多近乎完美的化石。甚至那些显示鸟类羽毛形态的化石也是真的。其他羽毛化石的存在也证实了这些样本是真的。

霍伊尔认为化石是赝品的另一个论据是化石分为两片，而化石主体只在其中一片上。但是如果死亡的动物掉落在坚硬的表层，而后其上覆盖了一层石灰石，这种情况就有可能发生。两部分不吻合的原因是其中一片被打磨，以便使羽毛的细节更清晰地显露出来。然而霍伊尔没有注意到这个事实。

Reading


Archaeopteryx Fossils = Fakes


1　The London Specimen

- Discovered 2 yrs a/f publication of Darwin's theories → fraudulent

- Richard Owen = evolutionist → forged it

2　2 perfect 2 be true

- Other fossils →no feathers

- The London & Berlin Specimens → detailed feathers = impressions made in cement

3　Limestone fossil split exactly in 2

- One side is perfect; the other is not

- 2 halves don't match

Listening


Archaeopteryx Fossils ≠ Fakes


1　Was not forged

- Richard Owen ≠ supporter of Darwin's theory

- Wrote paper on fossils → would have destroyed his own career

2　Feathers ≠ impressions in cement

- Hoyle = astronomer → did not know about fossils

- German limestone → yielded near-perfect fossils

3　Fossil in 2 sections explained

- Dead animal onto hardened surface & covered in limestone → bulk of fossil on 1 half

- half polished → halves don't match


Sample Answer


The reading cites Fred Hoyle, who asserts the London and Berlin Specimens of Archaeopteryx were fakes, but the professor provides evidence to show they are actually legitimate fossils.

According to the reading, Fred Hoyle claims the London Specimen was forged by Richard Owen to provide convenient evidence for evolution. The lecturer, meanwhile, says Richard Owen was not a supporter of Darwin's theories. He would have been risking his career had he been promoting fakes.

The reading also claims the fossilized feathers found were impressions made in concrete and could not be real because they are too detailed. In contrast, the lecturer asserts Hoyle, an astronomer, knew nothing about the way fossils are created. She also declares that the German limestone is so smooth that it has yielded fossils showing near-perfect representations of feathers.

Finally, to respond to the reading's claim that the fossils were perfectly preserved on only one half of two sections of the limestone slabs and the two halves did not match, the lecturer says it is possible if dead animals fall onto a hardened surface and then get covered in a layer of limestone. Also, one side was polished to make the details of the feathers clearer, which explains why the two sides do not match.

In short, the professor firmly believes the fossils are real while the reading passage author disagrees with that assertion.

阅读文章提到弗雷德·霍伊尔认为伦敦和柏林始祖鸟标本是伪造的，但是教授所提供的证据却证明了这些化石的真实性。

根据阅读文章可知，弗雷德·霍伊尔认为伦敦标本是由理查德·欧文伪造的，目的是为进化论提供证据；同时，教授提出理查德·欧文并不是达尔文的拥护者。如果他宣扬伪造品，无异于自毁前程。

阅读文章同时认为已发现的化石羽毛由于纹理过于精细，因此不可能是真品，而是在水泥上制作出来的印痕。相反的，教授则认为霍伊尔是天文学家，对化石的形成一无所知。她还提到德国的石灰石非常光滑，那里已经出土过几乎完美保存羽毛纹理的化石。

最后，针对阅读文章中提到的这些保存完好的化石仅出现在两片岩石中的一片上，而且这两片还不吻合，教授认为如果死亡的动物掉落在坚硬的表层，接着被一层石灰石包裹起来也有可能。为了使羽毛的细节看上去更加清晰，人们打磨了化石的一侧。这就是两侧不匹配的原因。

总之，教授坚信这些化石是真品，而阅读文章的作者则持有不同意见。



Unit 3　Environment I


Note Taking & Outlining

A

从1972年开始，美国国家公园管理局出台了一项名为“自然燃烧”的森林火灾政策。这项政策承认了一些火灾，如闪电引发的火灾，对于维持森林生态平衡的贡献，因此人们不应对这些火灾进行扑救。然而，1988年发生在黄石国家公园的一场严重火灾使得这一政策寿终正寝，由于起初并没有采取扑救措施，火势很快失去控制并烧毁了大部分公园。在这场火灾之后，许多人认为公园已经遭到了不可逆转的严重损毁。

黄石公园是美国历史最悠久也最受欢迎的国家公园，1988年的火灾使其遭到严重损毁。由于大部分植被被毁，迎接游人的是焚烧之后裸露的土地以及焦黑的树桩。河流和小溪被灰烬堵塞，整个森林的生态系统遭到不可恢复的破坏。

此外，大量的动物也死于失控的火势。有时，在强风的助长下，火势会以高达每天10英里的速度蔓延。许多小动物遭大火吞噬。由于火势蔓延迅速，野生动物几乎没有任何逃生的机会。即使到今天，那场火灾的幸存者们也鲜有回到这里继续栖息。

火灾发生之后的数年里，黄石公园的游客数量急剧下降。谁也不愿意在一个光秃秃的焦黑公园里度过自己的假期。黄石公园曾经以老忠实泉等奇异景观和独特地貌而闻名。但是火灾不仅毁坏了森林，或许也彻底结束了黄石公园作为美国奇迹的荣耀。

1　Permanently Damaged

2　Destroyed by the fire of 1988

3　Rivers & streams filled w/ ash

4　Animals killed by the fires

5　couldn't escape the fast-moving flames

6　An enormous decrease in visitors

B
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W:
 The great fire of 1988 in Yellowstone National Park led to a change in the natural burn policy so that there's a more, um, a more active firefighting stance nowadays. However, I feel this was merely a reaction to the idea that this policy had ruined one of America's great wonders. On the contrary though, Yellowstone was not destroyed permanently, and there are numerous signs that the park is recovering while still receiving a great many visitors.

When a forest burns, much of the dead material goes into the soil. This makes the soil much richer than in the past and allows for new vegetation to spring up. The loss of trees also enables more sunlight to penetrate, thereby allowing more vegetation to grow. All of this is happening in Yellowstone right now, which is accelerating the recovery process.

This new vegetation has attracted more of nature's small creatures to replace those that died in the fires. Some species that were previously never even a part of the park's ecosystem have found their way to Yellowstone. Rabbits... [pauses]
 yes, rabbits, once very rare in the park, are coming in droves to feast on the new undergrowth vegetation.

In the years after the fires, the number of visitors to Yellowstone did decline. That is true. However, this was not only because of the fires but was also due to an economic crisis the United States was enduring at that time. The late 1980s and early 1990s were hard times for a lot of people, so they couldn't afford to take vacations. If you look at the numbers, you'll see that Yellowstone was not the only place that saw a decline in tourism. Fortunately, by the mid-1990s, once the crisis had passed, the numbers of tourists had risen again.


W：
 1988年发生在黄石国家公园的大火导致人们修改了“自然燃烧”政策，因此如今人们越来越多地，呃，越来越多地采取积极的火灾防御姿态。然而，我觉得这只反映出人们误以为该项政策毁坏了美国的一大重要景区。然而事实恰恰相反，黄石公园并没有被永久性地毁坏，并且有充分的迹象表明该公园在继续接待众多游客的同时也在不断恢复。

许多在森林火灾中死亡的生物残骸重新融入土壤，这使得土壤比过去更加肥沃，新的植被也得以萌发。树木没了，阳光更容易穿透，因此更多植物得以茁壮生长。所有这一切都正在黄石公园发生，并且加速了它的恢复进程。

这种新生植被吸引了自然界中更多的小生灵，它们将取代那些在火灾中消失的物种。有些从未在黄石公园的生态系统中出现过的物种也在这里安营扎寨，比如说兔子——【停顿】是的，该园以前很难看见兔子，现在却有成群结队的兔子奔着新生植被而来。

灾后几年，黄石公园的游客数量确有减少。这是事实。不过并不能把罪过都怪在火灾头上，那几年美国遭遇的经济危机也是重要原因。许多人在20世纪80年代末90年代初都过着拮据的生活，因此他们负担不起度假的费用。仔细看看数据你就会发现，黄石公园并不是唯一游客量锐减的景点。值得庆幸的是，20世纪90年代中期经济危机过去之后公园的游客量又开始飙升。

1　Showing Signs of Recovery

2　helps new vegetation grow faster

3　more sunlight 2 penetrate forest

4　Many small creatures coming back 2 the park

5　Once-rare creatures like rabbits

6　national economic situation

C

Reading


Stance
 　The fire of 1988 destroyed much of Yellowstone and permanently altered it for the worse.


Main point 1
 　Many trees were burned, and streams and forests were filled with ash.


Main point 2
 　Numerous small animals died in the fires, and new ones have not returned.


Main point 3
 　The number of visitors to the park has decreased greatly.

Listening


Stance
 　Although the fire did severely hurt Yellowstone, the park is starting to recover.


Main point 1
 　Burned vegetation and more sunlight from a lack of trees are helping new plant life grow.


Main point 2
 　Many new animals like rabbits are moving into the park in large numbers.


Main point 3
 　Now that the economy is better, more tourists are visiting Yellowstone.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　In opposition to the author of the reading passage, who believes the fire greatly and permanently damaged Yellowstone National Park
 , the professor is convinced that the park is beginning to heal itself while also attracting more tourists
 .

2　The reading passage declares that the waterways and forests were ruined, thereby destroying the park's ecosystem
 ; however, the professor mentions the richer soil and higher amounts of sunlight are helping the park recover more quickly
 .

3　Although the reading passage's author states that few small animals are coming back to live in Yellowstone
 , the professor indicates that some new species of animals are moving into the park
 .

4　While the reading contends that the number of tourists to Yellowstone greatly decreased right after the fire
 , the professor comments that after the American economy improved, more tourists began returning to the park
 .

B

1　The reading passage describes the reasons why Yellowstone National Park has been permanently ruined by the fire of 1988
 , but the professor counters by suggesting some reasons as to why the park is recovering
 .

2　The reading first mentions the extreme problems caused to the forests, rivers, and streams in the park
 .

3　The author believes the park cannot recover from all of this damage
 .

4　However, the professor says that the burned material and increased amounts of sunlight will help new vegetation to grow more quickly
 .

5　In response to the reading passage's assertion that the animals killed or driven away by the fire have not been replaced,
 the professor claims that new species of animals are now moving into the park to eat the growing vegetation
 .

6　For example, rabbits were rare in the park in the past, but they are now coming in large numbers to dwell in the park
 .

7　The reading passage then describes how tourism to the park declined greatly after the fire
 .

8　The professor agrees with that claim but blames the decline on the poor economic situation in the country in the late 1980s and early 1990s
 .

9　She then declares that more and more tourists are starting to return to the park nowadays
 .

10　While the author of the reading passage believes that the park will never return to the way it used to be
 , the professor is convinced of Yellowstone's recovery
 .

1　阅读文章中分析了黄石国家公园被1988年那场大火彻底烧毁的原因，但是教授给出了一些相反的理由证明黄石公园正在恢复当中。

2　阅读文章首先提到了火灾给森林、河流和小溪带来的巨大破坏。

3　阅读文章作者认为该公园不可能从所有这些破坏中恢复过来。

4　但是教授认为烧焦的物质及更多的阳光将有助于新生植被快速生长。

5　阅读文章中说被杀死或被火驱赶走的动物并没有被取代，而教授则认为新的物种已经迁至公园，它们以新长出的植被为食。

6　例如，以前公园里兔子非常稀少，但是现在它们在公园里大量地定居下来。

7　阅读文章接着描述了火灾之后公园的旅游业大幅衰退的景象。

8　教授承认了旅游业的萎缩，但同时认为20世纪80年代末90年代初的经济萧条也是重要原因之一。

9　紧接着，她声称最近来公园旅游的游客又多了起来。

10　尽管阅读文章的作者认为黄石公园从此将一蹶不振，教授依然坚信黄石公园必将重现风采。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

整个美国的大片区域，尤其是西部以及阿拉斯加，都被巨大的国家森林公园体系覆盖着。最近，这些公园开始向游客们收取门票费用，费用的多少根据不同的公园、游客的年龄以及游客在公园停留的时间而有所不同。然而，这些门票费用应该取消，游客们进入公园应该是完全免费的。

首先要记住的是：这些都是国家公园，这就意味着它们是属于这个国家，实际上是（属于）国家的所有公民的。对土地的拥有者收取门票费用是让人完全无法容忍的。毕竟，人们每天回自己家的时候是不用交钱的。同理，他们进入国家公园时也不应该付钱。

对游客征收门票费用还会降低人们游览公园并享受自然风光的热情。对于人数众多且计划在公园度过较长时间的团体来说，这种热情的降低更为明显。由于高昂的费用，许多人不得不另寻其他地方度假，因此被剥夺了在国家公园度假的权利。

对每一位游客都进行检查和收费是多余的，也十分浪费时间。这些公园的入口已经排起了长龙，在夏季这样的旅游旺季这种现象更加普遍。游客们毫不掩饰自己对这些长队的抱怨，因为他们可能要等待一个小时甚至更长的时间才能进入公园。而且由于工作人员把精力都放到了收钱上，导致其他岗位人手不足，相应的降低了整个公园的服务质量。

Listening
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M:
 The American national parks system is one of the greatest things about the country. I've visited large numbers of them, and one thing has always struck me... [pauses]
 People often complain about having to pay entrance fees. I must disagree with them. Paying admission fees to national parks is something that simply must continue.

National parks rely upon these fees to ensure that their facilities are up-to-date and also to pay the salaries of many park employees. If there were no admission fees, then federal and state taxes would have to be raised to cover the parks' budgets. And I'm sure none of you are willing to pay higher taxes. So, let the people who use the parks pay for their maintaining. That's fair.

As strange as it may seem, I have found that charging admission fees actually encourages people to visit many of our smaller and not particularly famous national parks. For example, Yellowstone, our most famous park, gets tens of thousands of visitors a year despite its high admission fees. Now, imagine how overcrowded the park would be if it didn't charge so much. Not a pleasant thought, is it? So, instead, many people head to our other smaller parks, which charge minimal fees that are more affordable to most families.

I also firmly believe that charging entrance fees improves the quality of the service of the parks and increases their safety as well. When people and cars pay their fees, they have to go through various checkpoints set up around the parks. This enables park rangers to inspect these people and cars. So, if they find anyone or anything suspicious or potentially dangerous, rangers can stop them before they enter the park, where they could pose a threat to the visitors and the park itself.


M：
 美国国家公园系统是国家最重要的组成部分之一。我已经游览过大部分的公园，有一件事总是令我印象深刻……【停顿】人们经常抱怨要付门票费用。我不认同他们的意见。付费进入国家公园完全应该继续下去。

国家公园依靠这些费用确保它们的设施能不断更新，并且向众多的公园雇员发放工资。如果取消门票费用，那么联邦和州的税收将不得不提高，以支付公园的预算。我相信你们之中没有人愿意这样做。因此，让使用公园的人来支付维护的费用。那样做是公平的。

奇怪的是，我已经发现收取门票费用实际上鼓励了人们去游览许多更小的、不是特别有名的国家公园。例如，黄石公园——我们最有名的公园——尽管门票费用高昂，每年却吸引了数万名游客。那么，想象一下假如收费不这么高，公园里将会多么拥挤。这么想一点儿也不愉快，不是吗？所以，取而代之的是，许多人去了其他更小的公园，这些公园收费极低，大多数家庭都负担得起。

我也坚持认为收取门票提高了公园的服务质量，也加强了它们的安全性。当游客和车辆付费时，他们就必须通过公园周围设置的检查站。这可以使管理员检查这些游客和车辆。因此，如果他们发现任何可疑的或者有潜在危险的人或物，这样他们就可以阻止其进入公园，从而使游客和公园免受威胁。

Reading


No Admission Fees 4 National Parks


1　Parks belong 2 all the citizens

- Shouldn't have 2 pay 2 enter a place you own

2　Fees discourage people from visiting

- Large groups → must pay lots of money

- High costs → people go 2 other places

3　Takes time 2 collect money

- Collect fees at park entrance → makes 4 long wait 2 enter the park

- Park personnel must collect fees → lowers service in other parts of parks

Listening


Admission Fees 4 National Parks


1　Important 2 maintaining parks

- Use fees 2 upgrade facilities & pay salaries

- No fees = higher taxes

2　High fees → people visit smaller parks

- Yellowstone Park → high fees

- Smaller parks → smaller fees → many people visit them

3　Improve park safety

- Rangers → collect fees & look for suspicious people → keep the park safe


Sample Answer


The author of the reading passage feels that admission fees to the country's national parks should be abolished. On the contrary, the lecturer is convinced that everyone should pay admission to get into them.

The first point the reading passage's author makes is that since national parks technically belong to all of the county's citizens, they should not have to pay to enter something they already own. However, the lecturer mentions how important the fees are to paying to improve facilities and to cover employees' salaries. Without these fees, he says, taxes would have to be raised.

Also, while the reading passage states that many admission fees are too high, especially for large groups staying for many days, the professor believes that these high fees keep attendance at popular parks down and get people to visit smaller, lesser-known parks. Because these parks charge less, they are more appealing to many families.

Finally, the author of the reading passage dislikes the fact that collecting admission fees makes lines to get into the park very long. However, the professor feels that these checkpoints are good because they let park rangers observe visitors and make sure no suspicious individuals or vehicles enter the park to cause problems.

The professor clearly supports admission fees while the writer of the reading passage does not.

阅读文章的作者认为国家公园的门票费用应该取消。与此针锋相对，教授则认为游客如果想进入公园，就应该缴纳相应的费用。

文章作者的第一个观点是，既然严格按照法律来讲国家公园是本国所有公民的公共财产，那么他们就不应该为自己拥有的东西付钱了。但是教授则强调了用这些费用来改善设施和支付雇员薪水的重要性。他说，如果没有这些门票收入，就不得不提高税收。

此外，文章认为有些公园收取的门票费用太高，对于人数众多且计划在公园长时间游玩的团体来说更是这样；教授则认为正是高收费阻止过多的游客游览那些著名的公园，并促使游客去游览规模较小、不太知名的公园。由于这些公园的收费不高，所以它们对于许多家庭来说更有吸引力。

最后，阅读文章的作者提出对买门票要排长队非常不满。但教授认为公园巡视人员可以方便地对这些进入公园的人进行监控，确保不会有可疑的人或车辆进入公园。

教授旗帜鲜明地支持公园收取入园费用，而阅读文章的作者则完全反对。



Unit 4　Health


Note Taking & Outlining

A

在过去的60年里，美国人一直向公共饮用水中添加氟化物。这一措施促进了人们的牙齿和骨骼健康，从而极大地提高了身体素质。氟化物的净化作用还使得水质更适于饮用。

向饮用水中添加氟化物的最主要原因是为了防止蛀牙。氟化物通过与牙齿的珐琅质结合，保持牙齿的健康。几十年来对大量社区的研究表明，由于在饮用水中添加氟化物，蛀牙的发病率下降了12.5%，由蛀牙导致的牙齿脱落现象也减少了2.25%。疾病预防和控制中心也表示，水中的氟化物可使人患蛀牙的几率降低30%。

此外，氟化物的添加使饮用水更加洁净，这是由于氟化物在水中起到了净化剂的作用。它会消灭水中的细菌以及其他微生物，从根本上把它们清除。正是基于这一点原因，世界卫生组织要求许多难以提供清洁饮用水的发展中国家更多地添加这一化学成分。

有些科学家甚至指出，有大量证据证明每天饮用氟化水的人骨质更加强健。研究证明这些人的骨密度比长期饮用前有所增加，老年妇女患骨质疏松症的几率甚至也有所降低。此外，与不饮用氟化水的人相比，这些人由于跌倒而导致骨折的几率也大大减小。

1　Positive Effects of Fluoride

2　Can prevent tooth decay

3　Purifies drinking water

4　kills bacteria & other organisms

5　Improves bone structure

6　reduces osteoporosis in women

B
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W:
 Many people have described the benefits of drinking water treated with fluoride. However, this issue is not as cut and dry as people have let you believe. Oh no. It's actually rather controversial. In fact, many people, myself included, believe that fluoride's effects can be somewhat detrimental to people.

The main argument in favor of fluoride has been its tooth-care properties. Countless studies show how much our teeth are being protected by the inserting of fluoride in drinking water. What these studies forget to mention, however, is that practically every brand of toothpaste already has fluoride in it. This means it's totally unnecessary to put fluoride in drinking water. As a matter of fact, many European countries have abandoned adding fluoride to their drinking water. Some, like Sweden and the Netherlands, haven't done so for over, uh, thirty years, yet they exhibit no decline in dental health.

While fluoride does purify water, it can still lead to harmful side effects if taken in large amounts since it's a toxic chemical. It has also been noted for discoloring water pipes and even, get this... [pauses]
 dissolving lead, another toxic chemical element, out of the pipes. So it must be carefully monitored if introduced to the water supply. Actually, there are other safer methods of water purification, such as filtration, the adding of chlorine, and using ultraviolet light.

And high levels of fluoride may cause cancer in some people. In several cases, it has been deemed responsible for a rare form of bone cancer called osteosarcomas, which usually only appears in young boys. Fluoride also may cause skeletal fluorosis, a condition caused by excessive fluoride exposure where fluoride is deposited directly into the bones. This may cause stiffness, pain, and a brittle bone structure prone to fractures.


W：
 很多人都在说氟化水有多么好。然而，事情并不像他们所让你知道的那么简单。完全不是这样，这件事情其实存在很多争议。事实上，很多人，包括我自己，相信氟化物对人多多少少是有害的。

支持向水中添加氟化物的人主要认为氟化物能够保护牙齿。的确有许多研究表明饮用水里加氟化物对牙齿有好处。然而这些文章没有提到的是，几乎每一种牙膏里都含有氟化物。这就意味着在饮用水里添加氟化物是完全没有必要的。事实上，很多欧洲国家已经禁止往饮用水里加氟化物了。有些国家，比如瑞典和荷兰，大概已经有30多年没有这样做了。但是这些国家居民的牙齿依然很健康。

尽管氟化物可以净化水质，但是长时间大剂量地添加仍然会带来副作用，因为它是一种有毒的化学物质。同时，它还会使水管褪色，甚至会……【停顿】溶解水管中诸如铅之类的有毒化学物质。所以人们应当严格监控氟化物在供水系统中的使用。事实上，净化水质还有很多更安全的方法，比如过滤、加氯或者用紫外线处理等等。

过量的氟化物可能会使一些人患上癌症。在一些情况下，氟化物会诱发一种罕见的骨癌，即恶性骨痛，这种病通常只出现在男孩身上。如果氟化物直接渗入骨骼，使得骨骼与氟过度接触，还会导致氟骨症。这将引起骨骼僵硬、骨骼疼痛以及骨脆而易骨折等症状。

1　Negative Effects of Fluoride

2　Toothpaste has fluoride in it

3　dissolves lead out of them

4　filtration, chlorine, & ultraviolet light

5　Can cause serious diseases

6　stiffness, pain, & brittle bones

C

Reading


Stance
 　The use of fluoride in drinking water has improved people's dental health and bone structure.


Main point 1
 　Studies show that fluoride helps prevent tooth decay and the loss of teeth.


Main point 2
 　Fluoride in drinking water purifies the water and kills harmful bacteria and microorganisms.


Main point 3
 　Fluoride improves people's bone structures and keeps the bones healthier and stronger.

Listening


Stance
 　Fluoride in drinking water can have some harmful effects on people.


Main point 1
 　Dental health can be ensured without adding fluoride to drinking water.


Main point 2
 　There are better and safer methods to purify the water supply.


Main point 3
 　Too much fluoride can cause cancer and damage people's bones.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　Whereas the reading believes adding fluoride to drinking water has given Americans better dental health and better bone structure
 , the professor thinks fluoride can have harmful effects on people
 .

2　Despite the reading passage's author asserting that fluoride in water can prevent tooth decay
 , the professor mentions that some European countries have maintained public dental health without adding fluoride to their water for more than three decades
 .

3　Although the writer of the reading passage thinks water with fluoride is purer than water without it
 , the professor claims too much fluoride intake can cause damage to people since the chemical is toxic
 .

4　Contrasting the reading passage's argument that fluoride strengthens people's bone structures when they drink it daily
 , the professor declares that fluoride can cause serious bone problems such as skeletal fluorosis
 .

B

1　The reading passage asserts that adding fluoride to drinking water is highly beneficial
 , yet the professor feels that the addition of fluoride can actually cause damage to people's health
 .

2　While the reading states that studies show fluoride helps to cut down considerably on tooth decay and the loss of teeth
 , the professor believes these studies forget that people also use toothpaste with fluoride in it
 .

3　She cites some European examples, where fluoride has not been added to the water for thirty years but people's dental health is not suffering
 .

4　The reading next mentions that treating water with fluoride helps to purify it
 .

5　The professor agrees but also says that fluoride can have some dangerous side effects if taken too much, and it even dissolves lead out of water pipes
 .

6　According to the professor, there are safer ways to purify water, including filtration, chlorine treatment, and ultraviolet light
 .

7　Finally, the reading passage claims that people drinking fluoride have stronger bones, suffer from osteoporosis less, and break fewer bones
 .

8　However, the professor counters by stating that fluoride can cause some rare type of cancer in people
 .

9　She also adds that it may make some people's bones stiff, painful, and weak
 .

10　The lecture and the reading passage have virtually opposite opinions of the benefit of adding fluoride to drinking water supplies
 .

1　阅读文章认为向饮用水里加氟化物使美国人牙齿更建康，骨结构更强壮，但是教授则认为添加氟化物实际上会损害人们的健康。

2　 尽管阅读文章声称氟化物能够防制蛀牙和牙齿脱落现象，教授依然认为这些研究忽略了牙膏中已经有氟化物存在这个事实。

3　 她举了一些欧洲的例子，这些国家已经30多年没往水里加氟化物，但是人们的牙齿依然很健康。

4　 阅读文章接着又说用氟化物处理能够净化水质。

5　 教授同意阅读文章中的观点，但她仍然认为过量添加氟化物会产生副作用，甚至会溶解水管里的铅。

6　 根据教授的说法，净化水还有更安全的方式，包括过滤、氯化和紫外线处理。

7　 最后，阅读文章认为喝氟化水的人骨骼更加强健，患骨质疏松、骨折等疾病的几率较小。

8　 然而教授反对这一观点，她声称氟化物能够导致人们患上某种罕见的骨癌。

9　 她接着补充说氟化物能使很多人的骨头变硬、疼痛、脆且易碎。

10　对向饮用水里添加氟化物的问题，阅读文章和教授有截然相反的看法。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

网络药房是一种新兴的网络现象，简单来说它就是一个虚拟药店。人们可以在网上选择他们所需的药品，然后享受送货上门的服务。网络药房往往比我们常去的实体药店便宜。遗憾的是，网络药房带来了种种问题，所以为了公众的最佳利益，应该予以取缔。

网络药房主要的问题在于，其销售的许多药物和产品都不符合食品药品管理局规定的安全产品指标。尤其让人担忧的是，有些非正式药品，如草药以及其他未经试验的产品居然也被当成药品来交易。在没有通过食品药品管理局检验及许可的情况下，许多以植物或动物为原料制成的制剂就在市场上流通，这可能会危害对此一无所知的消费者的健康。

直接从网络药房买药的消费者还忽略了一个极为重要的细节。那就是他们完全没有医生的指导。许多购买者缺乏关于其健康状况的重要信息，因为他们没有去看医生，未得到服药建议。有些时候，他们自行购买的药物存在副作用，甚至有致命的伤害，有时候就算服用了正确的药品，剂量的差错也会使弊大于利。

消费者通常对网络药房所售的许多药剂和草药的来源一无所知。例如，有些药品产自和美国的医药产品认证标准不同的国家。简单来说，就是许多劣质药品被伪装成合法药品来交易。消费者们不应当信任这些药品，即使它们有英文标签和服用说明。网络药房应当被禁止，否则人们的健康将继续受到威胁。

Listening

[image: 0050-01]



M:
 Online pharmacies may replace corner drugstores in the future, which would be of benefit to, well, all of us. Sadly, current FDA restrictions prevent many Americans from gaining access to the medicines they require. Fortunately, online pharmacies offer these drugs and provide patients with more treatment options at lower prices. Those calling for their abolition are wrong. Online pharmacies are crucial to numerous people.

While some drugs sold online aren't FDA-approved, this shouldn't deter consumers from buying them. Many of the herbal remedies online pharmacies offer have been used for hundreds of years, especially in Asian countries, and they have strong safety records. Other medicines may come from foreign countries, but they aren't harming the people who use them in their own countries. Take, um, the“morning after”birth control pill as an example. It has been used safely for many years in France and other European countries, yet it's just now being tested in the U.S.

Nowadays, just getting in to see a doctor seems to take forever, and then there are the expenditures of time and money to get tests done and await the results. Thanks to the Internet, customers now know more about available medicines than ever before and are therefore competent enough to take them without having to consult a doctor. The Internet, after all, is filled with information about all kinds of drugs. Much of it has even been written by doctors and pharmaceutical companies themselves.

Another issue to consider is money. Health care costs in America are rising every year, and pharmaceutical companies are making billions. Online pharmacies typically sell their drugs at lower prices than hospital pharmacies and corner drugstores. Consumers shouldn't be blamed for seeking cheaper alternatives and refusing to, you know, line the pockets of already wealthy companies and stores.


M：
 网络药房将来可能会取代街角的药房，这会让所有人受益。遗憾的是，目前食品药品管理局的规定让许多美国人没法买到需要的药物。幸好，网络药房可以提供这些药物，给病人提供更多的治疗方法，而且价钱更便宜。那些主张取缔网络药房的人是错的。因为它们对多数人来说都是非常重要的。

虽然网络上有些药物不是经食品药品管理局批准出售的，但不能因此阻止消费者购买。网络药房出售的许多草药已经沿用了几百年，特别是在亚洲国家，药效非常安全。其他药物可能是外国生产的，但是并没有给这些国家的患者带来危害。举个例子，呃，就拿紧急避孕丸来说，在法国和其他欧洲国家已经用了好多年，药效安全，但是现在在美国还处在检验中。

现在，去医院看病要等很长时间，要花钱做各种检查，还要等检查结果。有了网络，现在消费者比以前了解到更多的药物，不用咨询医生就能够买到对症的药了。毕竟，网络上有对各种药物的说明。许多说明都是医生和制药公司发布的。

另一个需要考虑的因素就是钱。在美国，医疗花费的金额逐年增长，制药公司在大把大把地赚钱。网络药房的药价比医院和街角的药店低。消费者有理由寻找更便宜的药品，有理由拒绝给制药公司和药店送去更多的钱。

Reading


Online Pharmacies Should Be Banned


1　Sell unsafe medical products

- Don't meet FDA standards

- Untested herbal remedies

→ may harm people using them

2　Consumers bypass doctors

- No consultations from doctors → lack of important information

- Taking wrong medicine / wrong amounts → can cause damage / death

3　Sell drugs of unclear origins

- Drugs made in foreign countries → don't meet American standards

- Offer inferior products masquerading as legitimate drugs

Listening


Online Pharmacies Are Beneficial


1　Proved safe in other countries

- Herbal remedies → used 4 centuries in Asia

- Don't harm people using them in other countries

2　Save time & money

- Can learn about many medicines on the Internet → no need 2 consult doctors

- Can get much information written by doctors & pharmaceutical companies

3　Rising costs of health care

- Can get drugs cheaply online → don't need 2 pay extra money 2 wealthy companies


Sample Answer


The reading passage is strongly against the existence of online pharmacies. The professor, however, feels that online pharmacies benefit society very much.

The author of the reading claims that many online pharmacies sell medicines that have not been approved by the FDA. According to the reading, this is especially true for various herbal remedies, which may wind up harming consumers. However, the professor claims that many of the medicines sold online have been proven safe in other countries for a long time. He thinks that since people in other countries are using them without being harmed, then the medicines should be good enough for Americans as well.

The next point made by the reading is that many customers bypass doctors by going straight to online pharmacies. The professor, meanwhile, complains about the complications involved in seeing a doctor. So he favors people getting their information about medicines over the Internet, especially since doctors and pharmaceutical companies post much of the information.

Finally, in contrast to the complaints that many customers are purchasing inferior medicines from foreign countries that they cannot trust, the professor mentions the rising cost of health care in America. He thinks it is fine for people to seek cheaper alternatives over the Internet.

So, while the reading passage author wants to ban online pharmacies, the professor supports them.

阅读文章强烈反对网络药房的存在。然而教授却认为网络药房极大地造福了整个社会。

阅读文章的作者说许多网络药房出售未经食品药品管理局许可的药物。根据文章中的说法，很多草药最终可能会危害消费者的健康。然而，教授却指出网上出售的许多药品已经在其他国家使用了很长时间并被证明是安全的。他认为，既然其他国家的患者在使用这些药物时没有受到伤害，美国人民也可以放心使用。

阅读文章接着提到许多人不去看医生而选择直接去网络药房购买药品。而教授则抱怨说去医院看病十分麻烦。他倾向于让人们从网络上获取关于药品的信息，尤其是因为这些药品信息大都是由医生和制药公司发布的。

最后，阅读文章抱怨许多人正在购买国外生产的伪劣药品，他们不能信任这些药品，与这种看法相反，教授则提到了美国不断上涨的医疗费用。他认为人们能够从网上找到更加便宜的替代药品不是坏事。

总而言之，尽管阅读文章的作者希望取缔网络药房，教授则支持网络药房。



Unit 5　History


Note Taking & Outlining

A

威尼斯人马可·波罗是中世纪最著名的旅行家之一。据他的作品记载，他于公元13世纪末期到达中国并在那里居住了17年。然而，人们对马可·波罗的故事的争论从未中断过，一直以来，他都是人们怀疑的对象。有迹象表明这些怀疑是有道理的。事实上，他既没有去过中国，也没有从事过任何令人称颂的事。

在几本被认为是他亲自撰写的游记中，有些是用意大利文写的，有些则是用拉丁文或古法语写的。然而，这些书中所记载的细节不尽相同，这就使得人们对其旅行的真实性产生了怀疑。皮特·杰克逊是一位英国历史学家，也是马可·波罗行记的怀疑者，他认为，所谓行记，不过是某个浪漫小说家将那些在远东生活过的旅行家的不同经历拼凑而成的。

另一个疑点是马可·波罗并没有在行记中提到他在中国那段时间有关中国的许多基本情况。他从未写道过女性缠足和中国人饮茶的传统。他也从未提及长城——全世界最令人称奇的建筑之一。而且，尽管他声称自己在中国居住了17年，他依然不会说、不会读写中文。

另外，最能说明问题的事实之一是，马可·波罗的名字并没有出现在中国任何有记载的文献之中。而他声称自己是忽必烈可汗（即当时中国最高统治者）的好朋友兼使节，并经常出入宫廷，这一现象确实让人感到十分奇怪。他还记载了自己作为使节护送一位蒙古公主前往波斯的经历，但这段经历也未在当时中国的任何史书中出现。

1　Never Traveled 2 China

2　Existence of several original accounts of his trip

3　foot binding / tea drinking

4　Couldn't communicate in Chinese

5　Absent from Chinese history books

6　Claimed 2 have been close 2 Kublai Khan

B
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W:
 The controversy surrounding the authenticity of Marco Polo's story about his life in China is based on simple misunderstandings and misinterpretations of facts. Polo indeed traveled to China and then wrote an accurate account of his journey, which became one of the most important books in history.

After returning to Europe, Polo spent some time as a prisoner of war. The first account of his travels was written by a fellow prisoner, a romance writer, who told his tale in Old French. This accounts for the stories of a romance novelist writing fables. Years later, Polo wrote his own story in Italian. This was translated into Latin and later retranslated in Italian once the original manuscript was lost. This explains the many small discrepancies between the texts, a major source of the controversy.

Many critics note that Polo failed to record many common Chinese things, like tea drinking and the Great Wall. However, Polo spent most of his time in the north, where tea wasn't often consumed. It's also possible he never saw the Great Wall since he entered China from the west yet the wall mostly faces north. And keep in mind that the Great Wall wasn't the finished version that exists today. It was actually smaller and included many sections that had eroded or disappeared and were later built after Polo's departure.

Polo never learned Chinese because he didn't need to. Kublai Khan provided Persian translators since he was fluent in that language. He often even used Persian names to describe Chinese places. As for his absence from any Chinese books, this may be related to the fact that he used a different form of his name in Chinese or Mongolian or simply that he wasn't important enough to merit the honor of being mentioned.


W：
 对事实的误解和曲解，使人们对马可·波罗行记中记载的他在中国的经历的真实性产生了怀疑。马可·波罗确实去过中国，并详细记录了他的旅行过程，这一记载成了历史上最重要的书籍之一。

回到欧洲后，马可·波罗成了战俘。最早描述他的旅行经历的是他的一位狱友，一位用古法语讲故事的浪漫小说作家。这证明了浪漫小说家写寓言的传说。几年之后，马可·波罗用意大利语记录了自己的经历。人们把这一经历译成了拉丁语，之后，在原稿丢失后，又译回了意大利语。这就解释了为什么不同版本间会有一些细节差别。

许多批评家都指出，马可·波罗没有记载一些“很中国”的东西，如中国人饮茶的传统以及中国的长城等。然而，波罗长期在北方生活，那里的人们并不经常喝茶。他也有可能没见过长城，因为他从西部进入中国，长城也是东西走向。要知道，那时的长城还没有今天的规模，长度较短，很多段都已被侵蚀或不复存在了，在马可·波罗离开中国后，坍塌的部分才得到修缮。

马可·波罗从未学过汉语是因为他完全没必要学。他波斯语讲得不错，忽必烈可汗就找了些波斯语翻译。他甚至经常用波斯语来给中国的地方起名。中国的史书没有关于他的记载，可能是由于他用了不同的汉语名字或蒙古语名字，也或许是他还不够重要，不足以被载入史册。

1　Spent Many Years in China

2　written in Italian by Marco Polo

3　Stayed in northern China

4　didn't see the Great Wall

5　No need 2 learn Chinese

6　used diff. name / wasn't that important

C

Reading


Stance
 　Marco Polo did not go to China, and his story is unreliable.


Main point 1
 　All of the original accounts of his story give different versions.


Main point 2
 　He never mentioned common Chinese things like foot binding, tea, or the Great Wall.


Main point 3
 　His name is not written in any contemporary Chinese history books.

Listening


Stance
 　Marco Polo really did go on the trip to China as he said that he had.


Main point 1
 　A romance novelist wrote the first account of his story in French, and Marco Polo later wrote his own account in Italian, which was translated into Latin.


Main point 2
 　He did not see things commonly associated with the Chinese since he was in the wrong part of the country.


Main point 3
 　He spoke Persian and used a different form of his name, so he is absent from Chinese history books.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　Although the reading passage's author thinks Marco Polo never went to China or did any of the things he says he did
 , the professor firmly believes Marco Polo went to China and accurately told his story
 .

2　To respond to the assertion that Marco Polo's story was just a compilation of tales taken from people who had been to Asia
 , the professor claims that the first person to write about Polo's journey's really was a romance novelist writing in French
 .

3　While the author of the reading states that Polo never mentioned any common activities the Chinese were known to have engaged in
 , the professor excuses this by stating that Polo was in northern China, where most people did not drink tea
 .

4　The reading says that Marco Polo's name was never recorded by any contemporary Chinese
 ; however, the professor counters by arguing that he might have used a different name or was not considered very important by the Chinese and was therefore omitted from their books
 .

B

1　While the reading asserts that Marco Polo never went to China
 , the professor provides evidence contrary to this assertion and believes Marco Polo really did go to China
 .

2　In response to the accusation that the original accounts of Polo's tale written in different languages all have different versions of the story
 , the professor mentions that the first writing of Marco Polo's adventures came from a romance novelist, not Polo himself
 .

3　The professor says that Polo later wrote his own account, which was translated and retranslated into other languages. This naturally caused various mistakes
 .

4　The reading also points out that Polo never mentioned China-related things, such as foot binding, tea drinking, and the Great Wall
 .

5　However, the professor says that in Polo's location in China, they did not drink tea and that he might never have even seen the Great Wall
 .

6　Finally, according to the reading, Polo could neither communicate in Chinese, nor was he mentioned in any contemporary Chinese histories
 .

7　The professor mentions that Polo did not need to learn Chinese since he spoke Persian and used translators
 .

8　She also claims that Polo may have used a different form of his name or not have been important enough to have been mentioned in any Chinese history texts
 .

9　In short, the reading is skeptical of Marco Polo's claims
 ; however, the professor fully believes the stories that Polo told
 .

1　 阅读文章断言马可·波罗从未到过中国，教授却提供了反驳此理论的证据，并认为马可·波罗确实在中国生活过。

2　原版的马可·波罗行记所使用的语言不同，而且不同版本之间还存在差异。针对这一质疑，教授指出，第一个记载马可·波罗行记的人并不是他自己，而是一位浪漫小说家。

3　 教授声称马可·波罗后来亲自撰写了他的行记，这些文字被翻译成其他语言，有的还不止翻译了一次，这当然就会导致许多错误。

4　 阅读材料还指出，马可·波罗没有提到“很中国”的东西，比如妇女缠足的传统、中国人饮茶的传统以及中国的长城。

5　 然而，教授说在马可·波罗当时所处的地域，人们并不喝茶，而他很有可能从未见过长城。

6　最后，根据阅读文章的说法，马可·波罗从未用汉语进行交流，而且他也未出现在当时中国的任何文献记载当中。

7　 教授指出，由于马可·波罗会说波斯语而且还有翻译，他根本不需要学习汉语。

8　 她还声称，马可·波罗或许用了其他名字，或许他还不够重要，不足以载入史册。

9　简言之，阅读文章对马可·波罗行记表示怀疑；然而，教授却对马可·波罗行记深信不疑。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

可以确信，在1492年哥伦布发现美洲大陆前，北欧海盗已经光顾过这片土地了。但是，认为中国人比哥伦布更早到达美洲也是有根据的。1405至1433年间，中国的郑和七度下西洋，他在一次航行中到达了北美的东海岸和西海岸。

这里有些极具说服力的证据。在巴哈马群岛沿海有一条比米尼路，是类似于一条路的水下构造。英国历史学家加文·门则斯认为，这或许是个码头，或许是条路，是郑和船队在1421年到达巴哈马群岛时修建的。这一构造颇有中国风格，那些石头好像是故意那么摆放的。

第二个证据是，20世纪70年代，人们在加利福尼亚帕洛斯·弗迪斯附近的太平洋海域发现了20多只锚。这些锚源于中国。它们是石头做的，中间有洞，这让它们显得有些特别。几千年来，中国人一直用这种大圆石，把绳索穿过中间的洞就能当锚了。这些锚证明中国的船队，比如郑和的船队到过美洲。

早期中国探险的另一个证据是罗德岛新港地区的纽波特塔。它是按中国灯塔的形状修建的，与中国的首都北京处于同一纬度。它用贝壳做砂浆来黏合砖块，这是中国建造灯塔经常用的技术。历史学家还不清楚这座塔的建造日期，但是用碳同位素年代断定法推断该塔大概建在15世纪早期。

Listening

[image: 0058-01]



M:
 I'm sure you're all aware Christopher Columbus is credited with discovering the Americas in 1492. There are, of course, competing claims for this discovery, including that of a Chinese expedition by the Chinese Admiral Zheng He in 1421. But let me assure you that any claims of a Chinese discovery of America are utterly false and without merit.

First, some cite a supposed Chinese dock or road in the waters off the Bahamas. [sighs]
 This is actually a naturally occurring limestone formation. Geologist Eugene Shinn has stated that it's made of a kind of beach rock, a common form of limestone found in tidal waters. This rock typically forms cracks or breaks in regular patterns, which gives it a manmade appearance. There are, in fact, many other similar formations in the Bahamas, yet these are conveniently ignored by those who believe the 1421 myth.

There's also the reported 1975 discovery of Chinese anchors off the California coast. Those anchors were not ancient but were barely one hundred years old. Logically, they couldn't have come from a fifteenth-century Chinese voyage, could they have? Those anchors were used by Chinese immigrants to California who were working as fishermen. They were merely following Chinese traditions by making their anchors in the ways of their ancestors.

Now, let's get to the Newport Tower in Rhode Island. Yes, the date of construction and purpose of the tower are unknown. But most historians agree that the shape and design resemble an English windmill more than a Chinese lighthouse. Also, the, um, Arnold family from Newport is believed to have been the builders and original owners. And finally, carbon dating places the mortar used to bind the stones to the mid-seventeenth century, more than 200 years after Zheng He's final voyage.


M：
 我相信大家都认为是哥伦布在1492年发现了美洲大陆。当然，对这一发现还有不同的观点，包括中国的郑和在1421年的远航。现在我给大家说明，任何关于中国发现美洲大陆的说法都是完全错误且没有价值的。

首先，一些人引证说在巴哈马群岛水下发现了可能是中国式的码头或者路。【叹气】这完全是一种自然形成的石灰石构造。地质学家尤格内·施恩认为这是由海岸岩构成的，这是潮水中常见的一种石灰石。这种岩石形成规则的裂缝，让它看起来像是人造的。事实上，巴哈马群岛有许多其他相似的构造，那些相信1421年神话的人都想当然地忽视了这一点。

还有1975年在加利福尼亚海岸发现中国锚的说法。那些并不是古锚，它们只有100多年的历史。从逻辑上讲，它们不可能是15世纪中国人航行留下的，这可能吗？这些只是移民到加利福尼亚的中国渔民留下的，他们只是遵照中国的传统按祖先传授的方式做了锚。

现在我们说说罗德岛的纽波特塔。是的，这座塔的建造日期和目的都无从而知。但是许多历史学家都认为塔的形状和设计更类似于英式的风车磨坊，而不像中国式灯塔。还有，嗯，人们认为纽波特的阿诺德家族是其建造者和所有者。最后，碳同位素年代断定法推断，用于黏合石头的砂浆可以追溯到17世纪中期，这要比郑和的最后一次航行晚200多年。

Reading


Zheng He Visited America in the 15th Century


1　Bimini Road off the Bahamas

- Seems 2 be underground road / dock

- Appears 2 be in a Chinese pattern

2　Anchors discovered off California coast

- Kind of anchor used by Chinese for thousands of years → made of stone & have holes in the middle

3　Newport Tower in Rhode Island

- Same shape as a Chinese lighthouse

- Used crushed seashells 4 mortar → was used 2 make Chinese lighthouses

Listening


Zheng He Never Visited America


1　Formation off Bahamas = natural

- Limestone formation→ often forms cracks in regular patterns like manmade ones

- Other similar formations in Bahamas

2　Anchors ≠ very old

- From Chinese immigrants → just around 100 yrs old

3　Newport Tower = English windmill

- Was built by Arnold family

- Carbon dating: mid-17th century → 200 yrs a/f Zheng He's last voyage


Sample Answer


The reading passage gives credence to the claim that Chinese Admiral Zheng He's armada made it to America in 1421. The professor, on the other hand, rejects this notion completely.

The author of the passage mentions the Bimini Road, an underwater structure that looks Chinese and may have been a dock for Zheng He's fleet, in the Bahamas. However, the professor declares this is a naturally occurring formation of limestone, of which there are many more similar structures throughout the Bahamas.

The reading next describes the 1970s finding of twenty anchors in the Pacific Ocean near California. The author believes they are from Zheng He's fleet because the anchors are distinctly Chinese. However, the professor claims that the anchors came from Chinese immigrant fishermen from around one hundred years ago, so they cannot be from Zheng He's fleet.

Finally, to refute the reading passage's claim that the Newport Tower in Rhode Island was built by the Chinese, the professor declares that the Arnold family from Newport constructed it. He also states that it is not a Chinese-style lighthouse but more of an English-style windmill that is carbon-dated to the mid-seventeenth century, not the fifteenth century.

The reading passage presents much evidence to support the theory of a Chinese discovery of America, but the professor provides his own information to refute these assertions.

阅读文章为中国的郑和船队在1421年到达美洲的说法提供了证明，但是教授却完全否定了这一观点。

文章的作者提到了位于巴哈马群岛的比米尼路，它位于水底，看起来颇有中国风格，由此推断可能是郑和船队停靠过的码头。但是教授声称这是一种自然形成的石灰石构造，整个巴哈马群岛地区还有许多类似的构造。

文章接下来描述了20世纪70年代在加利福尼亚附近的太平洋海域发现了20多只锚。作者认为他们来自郑和的船队，因为这些锚显然是中国式的。然而教授宣称这些锚来自于一百年前移民至此的中国渔民，因此它们不可能属于郑和的船队。

最后，为了反驳阅读文章中关于中国人建造了罗德岛上纽波特塔的观点，教授声称来自纽波特的阿诺德家族才是其真正的建造者。他同时提出，这一建筑更像是英式风格的风车磨坊，而不是中国式灯塔，根据碳同位素年代断定法测定，它建于17世纪中叶，而不是15世纪。

文章列举了大量的例子来支持中国人发现美洲的论点，而教授则提出了自己的论据来反驳这一论断。



Unit 6　Archaeology


Note Taking & Outlining

A

尽管美洲是人类最晚居住的大陆，何时定居于此依然是个谜。已知的最古老的考古遗址是位于智利的蒙特贝尔德。一些研究者认为人类在大约12,500年前开始在那里定居。然而，许多迹象表明这些考古学家的结论是错误的，人类在那里定居的时间远没有那么早。

那些最早在美洲定居的人们以采摘的植物和猎杀的动物为生。几千年后他们才掌握农业技能。然而，在蒙特贝尔德出土的物品中并没有发现像矛尖、箭头这样的狩猎工具，这些工具是人们曾经居住在那里的有力证明。没有发现任何工具说明当地并不存在以采集狩猎为生的原始部落。

不幸的是，蒙特贝尔德及其周边地区已经被好几代人用作农耕，这些农耕者对遗迹造成了巨大的破坏。他们开垦土地并种植作物，使得许多对考古学有价值的证据毁于一旦，所以推断几千年前这里到底发生了什么变得很困难。一般来讲，遗址的深处埋藏着最古老的器物，而较新的器物则更靠近地表。然而，在蒙特贝尔德，由于土壤被翻乱，几乎无法准确判断出土器物的年代。

沥青——一种用于铺路的焦油状物质的出现也对遗迹造成了破坏。由于沥青干扰整个测定过程，用碳同位素测定物品的年代变得十分困难。因此考古学家只对特定器物的年代进行测定，而不测定在该遗迹发现的所有器物。这些不完整的数据导致许多怀疑者猜想他们是否企图隐瞒关于蒙特贝尔德及其第一批定居者的真实情况。

1　No One Settled at Monte Verde

2　Absence of weapons at dig site

3　Archaeological evidence compromised by farmers

4　cannot accurately date artifacts

5　can affect dating process

6　Not every object was dated

B
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M:
 There's a great debate in archaeological circles concerning when people first came to the Americas. It's centered on the site at Monte Verde, Chile. In 1975, a human settlement with many artifacts was uncovered in a peat bog near a creek on some farmland. It has been dated to 12,500 years ago, which therefore proves that this small, yet well-preserved, place was the site of, well, some kind of human settlement.

The settlers consumed plants and small animals, which they hunted with stones and bones. Just because no one's found any spearheads or arrowheads there doesn't mean the settlers didn't hunt. In fact, a bone with meat still on it was found preserved in the peat bog, proving that they did, after all, hunt. Some archaeologists have also suggested that this group of settlers simply lacked the knowledge of how to make rudimentary weapons, explaining why none was found there.

Now, much of the site was farmland, which suggests that farmers destroyed the site over the years. [stresses]
 This just isn't true. The main dig site was the bog itself, which the farmers never touched. Also, farming only disturbs the upper layers of the soil. Many archaeological artifacts were found in the deeper layers that had never been disturbed by farming.

Some people also question the results of the carbon dating carried out. It's true that some artifacts weren't carbon dated. The reason is that they had to be promptly immersed into chemicals to preserve them, and the chemicals rendered any dating useless. And, yes, bitumen, which was found there, can influence these tests. However, archaeologists did more than twenty-five tests and also used different dating methods to lend them more accuracy. The majority of the results indicated that the site was occupied 12,500 years ago.


M：
 考古学界对于人们什么时候来到美洲这一问题一直存在争论，争论的关键是智利的蒙特贝尔德遗址。1975年，在靠小溪的一块泥炭沼泽地里发现了人类的居住遗址和许多器物。这些器物已有12500年的历史，证明这一小片保存完好的土地或许真的是人类的居住遗址。

定居者主要吃植物和用石头、骨头等工具捕获的小动物。并不能说没有发现像矛尖、箭头之类的工具，就表明这里的定居者不狩猎。事实上，从泥炭沼泽地里的一块保存完整、带有残肉的石头可以推断他们确实狩猎。一些考古学家认为也许这个部落的人不会制作简单工具，因此没有发现狩猎工具。

现在，这个遗址的大部分都开垦成了农田，这表明农民多年来对遗址造成了破坏。【强调】并不是这样的。考古挖掘大部分只在农民从未开垦过的泥炭沼泽中进行，而且农耕只翻乱了土壤的表层。许多古器物都是在地层深处发现的，农耕对此根本没有影响。

一些人还质疑碳同位素年代测定的结果。确实有些器物没有经过碳同位素测定年代。这是因为它们不得不浸入化学试剂中保存，而这些化学物质会使得一切年代测定无效。而且，沥青会对推算结果造成影响。但是，考古学家测定了25次以上，并用了其他方法来保证结果足够准确。大多数测定结果都表明这个遗址在12500年前有人居住。

1　Humans Did Settle at Monte Verde

2　Hunted w/ stones & bones

3　Peat bog = main dig site

4　many artifacts found in deep layers

5　dipped in chemicals 2 preserve them

6　Employed 25 diff. tests & diff. dating methods

C

Reading


Stance
 　There were never any settlers at Monte Verde 12,500 years ago.


Main point 1
 　Early American settlers were hunter- gatherers, but no hunting tools were found at the dig site.


Main point 2
 　Farmers constantly plowed the land at the dig site, making it impossible to date the site accurately.


Main point 3
 　Because there is bitumen at the site, only a few select artifacts could be dated.

Listening


Stance
 　There was a group of people who lived at Monte Verde around 12,500 years ago.


Main point 1
 　The settlers hunted small animals with stones and bones, not with spears and arrows.


Main point 2
 　The original site was in a peat bog, which had never been disrupted by the farmers.


Main point 3
 　There were many dating tests done, and most agree settlers were there 12,500 years ago.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　The author of the reading is convinced that there were no people at the site that long ago in the past
 , yet the professor believes at least a small group of people lived there 12,500 years ago
 .

2　Whereas the reading states the lack of weapons showed that no hunter-gatherers lived there
 , the professor asserts that this group of people may simply not have known how to make even simple weapons
 .

3　In contrast to the reading passage author's argument that the farming of the land ruined the value of the excavation site
 , the professor mentions that the primary site was in the peat bog, which had never been farmed at all
 .

4　While the reading believes that the presence of bitumen ruined the accuracy of any carbon dating
 , the lecturer declares that over twenty-five tests utilizing different methods were done on the artifacts.


B

1　The author of the reading is convinced there was no human settlement at Monte Verde over 12,500 years ago
 .

2　The professor, however, believes this was not the case and that people actually were there then
 .

3　First, the reading declares the absence of hunting tools means no one lived there that long ago
 .

4　However, the professor claims that they hunted small animals with stones and bones, citing evidence that a bone with meat on it was found
 .

5　He further mentions that this tribe may not have known how to make even simple weapons
 .

6　The reading also discusses how generations of farming corrupted the land and made it useless for legitimate archaeological research
 .

7　But the professor points out that most of the dig occurred in the peat bog, which had never been touched by the farmers
 .

8　Besides, a lot of artifacts were found in the deeper layers of the soil instead of in the upper layers, which had been disrupted by farming
 .

9　Finally, to counter the assertion in the reading that the presence of bitumen made carbon dating impossible
 , the professor claims that over twenty-five tests using various methods were conducted
 .

10　According to him, most of them confirmed the site's date as being 12,500 years old
 .

11　The reading strongly denies there was a settlement at Monte Verde long ago in the past
 ; however, the professor refutes this information and provides his own proof of this very fact
 .

1　阅读文章的作者坚信，12500年前，蒙特贝尔德是没有人类定居的。

2　然而，教授并不这样认为，他认为当时确实有人在那儿居住。

3　首先，阅读文章提出，没有发现狩猎工具意味着那时候并没有人类在那儿生活。

4　然而，教授提出，从带有残肉的石头可以判断他们用石头和骨头来猎取小动物。

5　他进而提出，这个部落的人可能还不知道怎么制造简单的工具。

6　阅读文章中指出，世代持续的农耕破坏了土地，使其对考古研究失去了意义。

7　教授指出，大部分挖掘都是在农民从未开垦过的泥炭沼泽中进行的。

8　另外，多数器物是在深层土壤中发现的，而不是在农耕翻乱的表层土壤中。

9　最后，教授针对阅读文章中提出的沥青使碳同位素年代测定失效的理论进行了反驳。他声称使用了不同的方法进行了超过25次测定。

10　据他所言，大部分结果都证实遗址可以追溯到12500年前。

11　尽管阅读文章坚决否定在过去有人类在蒙特贝尔德定居，教授却通过他的证据提出了相反的意见。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

铜卷轴是1952年在以色列境内、死海附近的山洞中发现的两个铜质卷轴。破译了卷轴上的文字之后，专家们发现上面记载着一个秘密宝藏的故事，这批宝藏的价值大约为10亿美金。尽管这个故事一直吸引着众多的寻宝者和探险家，这个故事仍有可能是虚构的，根本就不存在什么宝藏。

卷轴上的文字是最大的漏洞之一。这是一种古希伯来文字，目前未发现有以此种文字记载的文献可以对照。此外，认真阅读卷轴之后会发现文献的翻译存在错误，这种错误可能是人为的，也可能是无意的。直到今天，有关卷轴正确翻译的争论仍在进行。

据目前所知，卷轴上描述的成堆的金银财宝埋藏在今以色列境内的某地。卷轴上描述的财宝数量非常惊人，让人难以相信它真的存在。更多证据表明，是库姆兰教派制作了该卷轴，然而该教派都是苦行修道者，并不渴望拥有世俗化的财产，也从未拥有过财产。因此他们不可能拥有如此巨大的财富。

一些学者和寻宝者甚至确定了一些埋藏宝藏的地点。他们对这些地点进行了挖掘，但未挖掘出任何财宝。事实上，研究者们耗费了大量经费去定位这些地点并在其周围进行挖掘。不管铜卷轴是古代的玩笑还是已经被人挖掘的藏宝图，可以肯定的是，它不会给我们带来任何新的财富。

Listening
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W:
 One of the ancient world's greatest mysteries is that of the Copper Scrolls. Supposedly, they reveal the secret locations of enormous treasures buried throughout modern-day Israel. Nice, huh? Now, many people believe they're a hoax. I, however, hold that the scrolls were inaccurately translated and instead reveal that the treasure was buried in Egypt, not in Israel.

The Copper Scrolls were tricky to translate because of the poor condition in which they were found and the language in which they were written. The language was actually a combination of ancient common Hebrew and an Egyptian numbering system. Not only that, but there were also many deliberate mistakes made in the translation of the scrolls. The real translations were meant only for the eyes of certain people.

A host of scholars wasted their time on the scrolls by using inaccurate Hebrew numbering systems. Robert Feather, who conducted further studies on them, concluded that the numbers were Egyptian, not Hebrew. When Egyptian numbers are applied, the amounts of treasure given are considerably less and therefore more believable. The scrolls date from around 1300 B.C., a period when the Egyptians had a strong presence in that area of the Middle East, so it's possible that an Egyptian or a Hebrew scribe with Egyptian training made the scrolls.

Feather also determined that the scrolls described places in Egypt, not in Israel. The locations described in the scrolls actually correspond to places near Amarna, a city in ancient Egypt. Throughout history, most of these sites have already been, uh, located, and the treasures have been dug up and carted away. So, if Mr. Feather's theories are correct, as I believe them to be, the lost treasures of the Copper Scrolls have already been found and are either in museums or personal collections.


W：
 铜卷轴是古代最大的谜团之一。据推测，上面记录了埋藏在今天以色列的大量宝藏的秘密地点。不错，哈？如今许多人认为这是无稽之谈。但是，我认为这些卷轴的翻译并不准确，财宝不是在以色列，而是在埃及。

翻译铜卷轴并不容易，因为关于卷轴所用语言的资料非常少。这种语言实际上是古希伯来语和埃及计数法的混合。不仅如此，人们在翻译卷轴时故意犯了不少错误来混淆视听。真正的翻译只为某些特定人群所知。

许多学者花大量时间用不准确的希伯来计数法来研究卷轴。罗伯特·斐勒进行了更深入的研究，得出结论是，卷轴中的数字是埃及语，而不是希伯来语。用埃及计数法算出的宝藏数量要少一些，所以更加可信。铜卷轴大约是公元前1300年的物品，那时候中东地区埃及人非常多，所以有可能是一个埃及人或是学过埃及语的希伯来人撰写的该卷轴。

斐勒确信卷轴记录的宝藏埋藏在埃及，不是在以色列。卷轴描述的地点跟古埃及的阿马那城非常接近。经历整个历史时期，人们发现了这些藏地，挖掘并将其运走。所以斐勒先生的理论是正确的，我也相信他的理论，铜卷轴上记录的财宝可以在博物馆或个人藏品中找到。

Reading


Copper Scrolls Are Not Authentic


1　No agreed-upon translation

- Written in an ancient form of Hebrew

- Presence of errors in the translations

2　2 much treasure 2 be true

- Buried throughout modern Israel → unbelievable

- Scrolls come from Qumran sect → they had no possessions

3　No treasures found until now

- Dug some locations mentioned in the scrolls →found nothing

- Unlikely any treasure will ever be found

Listening


Copper Scrolls Are Authentic


1　Difficult 2 translate

- A combination of Hebrew and an Egyptian numbering system

- Deliberate mistakes→ prevent everyone from knowing treasures' locations

2　Use of Egyptian numbering system

- Robert Feather → reliable amount of treasure when in Egyptian units

- Strong Egyptian influence in the area when the scrolls were made

3　Treasures already found & taken away

- Real treasure locations = areas near Amarna

- Most sites were already dug up


Sample Answer


The reading and lecture both discuss the Copper Scrolls. While the reading states the scrolls tell a fictitious story about buried treasure, the professor believes the treasures mentioned in the scrolls were legitimate.

It is mentioned in the reading passage that the translation of the scrolls posed a problem. According to the reading, they contained many translation errors. The professor explains this by saying that the mistakes were done purposely so that only a few people would actually be able to know the treasures' locations.

The reading is skeptical of the existence of the treasures because not only are the sums described very huge, but the scrolls also came from the Qumran sect, a group who owned no possessions. However, the lecturer explains that if an Egyptian numbering system is used instead of a Hebrew one, then the treasures become smaller and therefore more believable.

Finally, the reading reveals that some people deciphered the locations of a few treasures, but they found nothing when they tried digging them up. The professor argues the treasures' locations were in Egypt, and these sites were already dug up. She is convinced the treasures were taken away long ago and are now in museums or personal collections.

Both the reading and the lecture describe the secrets of the Copper Scrolls, but they come to separate conclusions as to their legitimacy.

阅读文章和讲座都对铜卷轴进行了讨论。阅读文章认为所谓的卷轴讲述了一个埋藏宝藏的虚构故事，然而教授认为其中提及的财宝确有其事。

阅读文章指出铜卷轴的翻译造成了问题，根据文章所述，译文有很多错误。而教授则认为这种翻译错误是为了混淆视听，以便只有少数人能够通过它找到宝藏的准确位置。

阅读文章怀疑卷轴内容的真实性，不仅因为宝藏数量巨大，而且该卷轴来源于身无分文的库姆兰教派，更使文章作者认为宝藏是虚幻的。而教授则解释说，如果把希伯来计数法转换成埃及计数法，宝藏的数量就会变成一个令人信服的较小值。

最后，阅读文章指出有人破译了卷轴的秘密，找到了一些宝藏地点，他们试图挖掘出宝藏，却一无所获。教授反驳说真正的宝藏地点在埃及，而且已经被挖掘过了。她认为这些宝藏先前早已被挖走，并成为今天博物馆或是收藏家的藏品。

阅读文章和讲座都对卷轴的秘密进行了讨论，但对其真实性得出了截然不同的结论。



Unit 7　Astronomy


Note Taking & Outlining

A

1908年6月下旬，在俄罗斯西伯利亚的通古斯区发生了一次爆炸，这是人类历史上最大的爆炸之一。这次爆炸的威力可跟巨型核武器匹敌。关于导致这次爆炸的原因有很多说法，其中包括小行星撞击的猜想。然而，最可信的解释是，这其实是一次巨大的甲烷爆炸。

尽管对该地区的第一次勘察在1927年才完成，但从那以后已经对那里进行了多次考察。这些考察没有发现有小行星撞击的迹象。也没有发现任何属于小行星的岩石或者其他物质。因为小行星镍元素和铱元素的含量很高，所以很容易检测。最后，至今还没有任何目击者证明说看到小行星划过天空撞击地球。

目前已知的小行星撞击地球后都会留下撞击坑，但通古斯地区却没有。一些人认为陨石坑已经形成了一个湖，然而研究人员发现湖底泥沙的历史可以追溯到5000年前。然而，有50公里的广阔森林被毁。树木都被推倒，树枝和树皮被剥掉。这一切看起来都更加符合气体爆炸的后果，比如甲烷爆炸。

通古斯地区有很多河流、湖泊、沼泽和泥潭，该地区以甲烷气体蕴藏量丰富而闻名。有一种极具可信度的理论认为高浓度的甲烷在地底积聚。此后，由于人为或是自然原因，甲烷气体释放出来，在森林上空被引爆，从而毁灭了许多树木。事实上，一些目击者声称他们在附近看到了闪电，这也许是引爆甲烷的直接原因。

1　Methane Gas Explosion

2　have found no rock material from asteroid

3　No impact crater in Tunguska

4　Many trees knocked down

5　High level of methane gas in the area

6　Eyewitnesses saw lightning nearby

B
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M:
 There was a great explosion in Siberia in eastern Russia in 1908. The explosion's cause is still debated to this day. Some people claim it was a nuclear device, the crash landing of a UFO [chuckles]
 , or a gas explosion. I, however, am certain that the event was caused by an asteroid exploding above the Earth as it entered our atmosphere. Let me explain.

Many eyewitnesses reported a streak of bright light in the sky close to Earth. One said it was, um, as if the sky had split open. Soon afterwards, there was a massive explosion and a great wind, which shattered windows and knocked people to the ground. The light in the sky suggests, er, an asteroid entering the atmosphere.

Since the asteroid exploded before it struck the ground, there was no impact crater to be found. No asteroid rock has been found as well because it either washed away before scientists could get there or it existed in such small quantities that it was essentially unrecognizable. Also, the explosion destroyed trees in a unique pattern for 50 kilometers all around. The trees directly below the explosion were still standing but had lost their branches and bark. Those further away were knocked flat. Laboratory tests simulating an asteroid explosion conducted by the Russians revealed identical patterns of destruction.

There is also the implausibility of a methane gas explosion. The main reason is the sheer volume of gas required for an explosion of that size. The area simply doesn't—and never did—have enough methane gas to have created this kind of explosion. No way. Additionally, if there had been a gas explosion, there would have been fires nearby, but no eyewitnesses reported any fires burning in the forests.


M：
 1908年在俄罗斯东部的西伯利亚地区发生了一次大爆炸。关于这次爆炸的原因至今还在争论中。有人认为是核装置，有人认为是不明飞行物着陆引发的，【笑】有人认为是气体爆炸。然而，我认为这是由一颗小行星进入地球大气层发生爆炸而引起的。让我解释一下。

许多目击者说看到天空中靠近地面有一道光束，有人说就像天空被劈开了一样。随后，就是巨大的爆炸声和一股强大的气流，气流震碎了窗玻璃，击倒了人。天空中的闪光，呃，暗示着小行星进入大气层。

因为小行星在撞地前就发生了爆炸，所以没有发现任何撞击坑。同样也没有陨石被发现，也许是因为在科学家能够到达之前陨石就被冲走了，也许是陨石数量太少，根本无法发现。这次爆炸毁坏了周围50公里范围内的森林。处于爆炸中心正下方的树木没有倾倒，树枝、树皮全都被剥掉了；更远一点儿的树木都被夷为平地。俄国人进行的模拟小行星爆炸的实验室实验表明了完全相同的破坏模式。

甲烷气体爆炸是诱因的说法是站不住脚的。主要是因为那种规模的爆炸需要大量的甲烷。那片地区绝对不会——以前从未——有足量的甲烷引发如此大规模的爆炸。根本不可能。再说，如果真是气体爆炸，附近肯定会起火，但没有目击者说看到森林里着火。

1　Asteroid Strike

2　Eyewitnesses saw bright light in sky

3　Huge explosion & great wind

4　no impact crater / asteroid rocks

5　Trees below explosion were still standing

6　No fires seen nearby a/f the explosion

C

Reading


Stance
 　The 1908 explosion at Tunguska was most likely caused by a methane gas explosion.


Main point 1
 　There was no streak of bright light across the sky, nor were there any asteroid rocks.


Main point 2
 　No one has found the impact crater of an asteroid in that area.


Main point 3
 　Methane gas probably rose above the ground and exploded.

Listening


Stance
 　An asteroid strike is the most likely cause of the Tunguska explosion.


Main point 1
 　People saw a great light in the sky, and there was a tremendous explosion afterwards.


Main point 2
 　The asteroid never hit the ground, thus leaving no rocks or crater, and the explosion pattern is the same as that of an asteroid hit.


Main point 3
 　There was not enough methane gas there to make such a big explosion.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　The reading passage depicts the Tunguska explosion as being caused by methane gas
 , yet the professor expresses his certainty that an asteroid really caused the explosion
 .

2　In direct contrast to the reading's assertion that no witnesses ever saw a light in the sky
 , the professor claims many people did see a bright streak of light in the sky
 .

3　While the reading cites the lack of an impact crater from an asteroid at Tunguska
 , the professor believes the asteroid exploded above the ground, hence the lack of a crater
 .

4　The author of the reading passage thinks a methane gas explosion was the reason the forest was destroyed
 ; however, the professor asserts the Tunguska area lacked enough methane to create an explosion that big
 .

B

1　The reading author presents evidence that methane gas caused the Tunguska explosion of 1908
 .

2　The professor, however, contests this theory and believes an asteroid caused the explosion
 .

3　The first evidence presented in the reading is that an asteroid could not have caused the damage because no evidence of asteroid rocks has ever been found
 .

4　Also, no one saw an asteroid streaking across the sky
 .

5　The professor counters by saying that some people did see a streak of light in the sky, thereby suggesting an asteroid
 .

6　In addition, the aftereffects of the explosion mirror those caused by an asteroid
 .

7　Next, the reading mentions the lack of an impact site and the fact that the tree damage was similar to what a gas explosion would have caused
 .

8　The professor, however, indicates that the asteroid exploded in the air, explaining the absence of an impact crater and any minerals
 .

9　He also says that the results of the explosion are consistent with damage caused by an asteroid
 .

10　Finally, while the reading author believes a large concentration of methane gas built up and finally exploded
 , the professor disregards this theory since there was not enough methane there, nor were there any gas fires later
 .

11　While the reading supports a methane gas explosion
 , the professor believes an asteroid caused the Tunguska event
 .

1　在阅读文章中，作者提出证据，认为1908年通古斯大爆炸是由甲烷气体引起的。

2　然而，教授质疑这一理论，认为是小行星引起爆炸。

3　阅读文章中提出的第一个论据是，该破坏并不是由小行星导致的，因为没有证据表明曾经有小行星落下。

4　此外，也没人看到小行星从天空中划过。

5　教授则反驳说，确实有人看见在天空中划过的亮光，这说明那颗小行星确实出现过。

6　而且，爆炸造成的影响与小行星通常会引起的后果是一样的。

7　接下来，阅读文章指出地面上没有被撞击的痕迹，而树木所遭受的破坏与气体爆炸所造成的破坏十分相似。

8　然而，教授却认为小行星在空中爆炸，因此才没有陨石坑或任何矿物质被发现。

9　他还说爆炸的后果和小行星所引起的破坏是相符的。

10　最后，尽管阅读文章的作者坚信高浓度的甲烷气体聚集最终导致了爆炸，教授却不这么认为，他指出那里并没有足够的甲烷，而且在爆炸之后也没有出现任何由甲烷引起的火灾。

11　阅读文章认为通古斯爆炸的原因是甲烷气体，而教授则将其归因于小行星。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

几个世纪以来，人们都在问同一个问题：我们到底是不是宇宙中唯一的智能生物？最有可能发现生命的地方是火星。事实上，几十年来，判断火星上是否存在或者曾经存在生命一直是科学探查和观测的目标。现在似乎有迹象显示，火星上也许的确存在着某种基本的生命形态。

支持这一观点的理由之一是火星上存在沼气。沼气是一种由植物和动物尸体自然生成的气体，在地球上多产生于煤矿和沼泽地区。由于沼气在彻底消散之前只能存在几百年的时间，因此需要即使是细菌这么小的有机生命体不断对其进行补充。沼气的存在有力地证明了火星上存在某种补充沼气的生命形式。

在最近发现的据说是来自火星的陨石上发现了一些石化细菌的迹象。陨石中的磁铁矿晶体成长链状规律地排列着。只有细菌才可能产生这种矿物质。研究人员还将这块陨石与另一块于20世纪90年代在南极洲发现的来自火星的类似陨石做了对比。后者也有细菌存在的迹象。

天文学家很早就得知尽管火星两极大部分被冰覆盖着，火星上依然有氢存在，而氢则是构成生命的基本成分。此外，新近的空间探测器还发现火星表面下似乎有大量的水流动。自由流动的水可以为哪怕是最基本的生命体提供保障。因此，似乎很显然，火星上存在生命的几率非常大。

Listening
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W:
 Does life exist on other planets? Well, Mars is the most obvious place to look because of its similarity to Earth and the fact that it's shown signs of possible life in recent explorations. Unfortunately, none of the scientists' findings have been proven with one-hundred-percent certainty, so our search for extraterrestrial life must, regrettably, continue.

One report mentions that the presence of methane gas on Mars proves life exists there since only dead life forms produce it. Wrong. Methane also comes from other sources, including volcanic activity. Mars has plenty of volcanoes. And all indications are that volcanic activity on Mars still continues and has not entirely ceased.

I know many people have pointed at those meteorites with the supposed bacteria from Mars. First, it's uncertain that those meteorites really came from Mars. They could just as easily be from the Earth. You see... [pauses]
 We don't know for sure. Additionally, the testing on these bacteria forms is still in its initial stages, so it may prove to be something else. Since there are only two specimens, not too many scientists are willing to claim life exists on Mars based upon such a small sampling from meteorites that might not even be from that planet.

While it seems clear-cut that water has been discovered on Mars, this isn't as important as it may seem. Yes, water is necessary for life on Earth. But most of Mars's water is frozen, and life has difficulty surviving in frozen water. And let's not forget that the existence of underground free-flowing water hasn't been verified. Even if true... and that's a long shot... it will take some time before we can get underground to see what's going on beneath the Martian surface.


W：
 其他星球上存在生命吗？哦，火星是最应该去考察的地方，因为火星与地球有相似性，而且在最近的探索中显示出可能有生命的迹象。不幸的是，科学家们的发现都不能得到百分之百的证明。因此很遗憾，我们对于外星球生命的研究还必须进行下去。

一份报告提到，火星上甲烷气体的发现证明那儿存在生命，因为只有死去的生命体才可以产生这种气体。这种说法是错误的。甲烷也有其他来源，其中包括火山活动。火星上有许许多多火山。所有迹象都显示火星上的火山活动一直都在进行着，从来都没有完全停止过。

我知道许多人指出来自火星的陨石含有细菌化石。第一，这些陨石是否真的来自火星并不能确定。它们可能就来自地球。你知道……【停顿】我们不能够确定。此外，对这些“细菌”化石的检验还处于初级阶段，因此也可能证明那不是细菌，而是其他什么东西。因为仅有两个陨石标本，许多科学家并不愿意基于如此少量的陨石标本就宣称火星上存在生命，况且陨石还不一定来自火星。

尽管在火星上确实发现了水，但这也并不像人们认为的那样重要。是的，水对于地球上的生命是必须的。但是火星上的水大部分是冻结的，生命很难在冻结的水中存活。并且我们不能忘记，同时，我们不要忘记现在还不能证实地下是否真的有自由流动的水存在。即使是真的……那也是很久以后的事了……而且到时候我们也需要花些时间去考察火星地表下面究竟是什么情况。

Reading


Life Exists on Mars


1　Existence of methane gas

- Dead animals & plants → methane

- Methane gas on Mars → existence of living organisms

2　Specimens of meteorites from Mars

- Made of magnetite crystals → formed by bacteria

- Similar meteorite from Mars in Antarctica → also shows signs of bacteria

3　Existence of hydrogen & water

- Martian poles → frozen ice

- Free-flowing underground water → could support life

Listening


It's Not Certain that Life Exists on Mars


1　Methane has other sources

- Existence of methane ≠ evidence of life

- Many active volcanoes on Mars → methane gas

2　Not sure of meteorites' origins

- May not be from Mars → may be from Earth

- Only 2 samples → not enough 2 determine if life exists on Mars

3　Martian water → not favorable 2 life

- Mostly frozen → hard 2 live in frozen water

- Free-flowing underground water → not verified


Sample Answer


Although the author of the reading passage is convinced there is life on Mars, the professor is not so certain that this is the case.

The reading first points out the presence of methane gas on Mars. Since methane disappears after some time, it must be replenished by living creatures, even something as small as bacteria. However, according to the professor, methane can be created by volcanoes, of which Mars still has many active ones.

To contrast the reading passage's claim that two meteorites from Mars have been found to contain fossilized bacteria, the professor mentions that no one is even positive that the meteorites actually came from Mars. He thinks they could be from Earth and that there is not enough evidence to make a definitive claim.

The reading then describes the presence of frozen hydrogen on the surface of Mars and free-flowing water underneath the surface. The author believes life could exist in this water. The professor, on the other hand, dismisses the importance of water since most of Mars's water is frozen. She also says that no one has proven that free-flowing water on Mars actually exists.

While the professor wants to wait for further proof of the existence of life on Mars, the reading passage's author believes this proof has already been established.

尽管阅读文章的作者确信火星上有生物存在，教授却对这一观点持保留态度。

阅读文章首先指出火星上发现了甲烷气体。由于甲烷过一段时间便会消散，一定有生物（甚至是像细菌这样微小的生物）对其进行补充。然而教授却认为，这些甲烷是火山产生的，火星上还有一些活火山。

阅读文章中声称人们发现了两块来自火星的陨石，里面含有石化的细菌；而教授提到，甚至没人能够肯定陨石确实来自于火星。他认为它们也可能来自于地球，没有足够的证据可以让我们断言陨石究竟来自哪里。

然后，阅读文章中描述到，火星表面有冻结的氢，表面下有自由流动的水。作者认为生命可以在这些水中存活。与之相反，教授认为由于火星上大部分的水都结成了冰，根本不适合生命存活。她还说，谁也无法证明那些自由流动的水确实在火星上存在。

尽管教授认为这一结论还有待进一步考察，阅读文章作者相信以上证据已经足以证明火星上存在生命。



Unit 8　Business


Note Taking & Outlining

A

“托儿”的使用是一种商业领域新兴的市场销售趋势，所谓“托儿”就是被雇用来吹嘘公司产品的人。托儿们往往在公共场合使用某公司的产品，然后告诉其他人他们有多么喜欢（以此来达到促销的目的）。不幸的是，这种销售方式有许多不尽如人意之处。

由于接受了公司所给的报酬，托儿们的促销实际上是不诚实的。另外，大多数托儿都和雇主签订保密协议，保证不透露自己的真实身份。这就意味着他们已成为公司的雇员，不会真正对公司产品提出他们的个人想法。有些托儿甚至对他们促销的产品并无好感，但是他们依然会在家人、朋友和陌生人面前拼命夸耀这些产品是市场上最好的。

此外，托儿影响了顾客对所购买的商品作出客观的判断。如今，大多数人并不太相信广告。这是公司雇用托儿的重要原因之一。如果托儿一直在耳边吹嘘这些产品有多好，人们的判断力就会下降。如果怀有疑虑的消费者是托儿的亲戚或者朋友，这种现象将更加明显。他们会很容易忽略产品可能有的缺点，而选择相信被夸大的产品质量。

因此，总的来说，托儿对社会是有害的，他们引起了社会成员之间的不信任。由于托儿看起来是以个人的名义夸赞商品的品质，因此他们更加容易博取人们的信任。然而，当消费者们发现托儿的真相时，他们会把对托儿的不信任扩大到其他社会成员身上。由于成员相互之间不再信任，整个社会最终将变成一盘散沙。

1　Have Negative Aspects

2　receive money from companies

3　Confidentiality agreement

4　Make people less objective

5　2 friends / family

6　don't trust anyone else

B
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W:
 Nowadays, people are doing a lot of talking about buzzers, you know, those guys hired to tell you some product is great. There's a lot of negative reaction to them, and many people maintain buzzers only promote a product since they're getting financial compensation. In actuality, many buzzers like the products they're promoting, which makes them much more easily trustworthy than other forms of advertising.

Companies don't just hire anyone to be a buzzer. They conduct tests to find people who genuinely like their products. The buzzers then spend time using the products to learn everything about them. Testing has shown people can often tell when another person is being deceitful, so companies want buzzers who really love the products they're trying to sell. For example, I once worked as a buzzer myself. I loved the product and tried to encourage others to buy it. There was nothing deceitful in that.

Consumers often ask many questions about new products. They don't become less critical. Unless potential customers receive the answers they're looking for, they won't buy a product. This is how buzzers can be of, uh, valuable assistance. Buzzers have to learn all about a product to describe its features and benefits; otherwise, they won't make any sales. So they can impart valuable information to the public.

I [stresses]
 completely disagree with the notion that buzzers affect society negatively. As a matter of fact, their influence is rather positive. For example, they help build trust in society by telling others about good-quality products. This, um, word-of-mouth marketing then spreads widely, letting people learn about new products from their friends and family members. In fact, if buzzers weren't helpful and harmed societal relationships, companies wouldn't hire them in the first place. So they must be doing some good, right?


W：
 现在，人们经常谈论“托儿”，你知道，就是受公司雇用告诉你某某产品非常好的一些人。社会上对他们有许多负面的评论，很多人认为“托儿”只是单纯地推销产品而已，因为他们可以从中获取利益。事实上，许多“托儿”喜欢他们所推销的产品，因此他们比其他广告形式可信得多。

公司并不是简单地雇用随便什么人做“托儿”。他们会通过测试寻找真正喜欢公司产品的人。然后，这些人会花一段时间使用产品，以便了解产品的各方面情况。测试表明，当一个人的行为具有欺骗性时，人们通常都可以判断出来。因此，公司需要那些真正喜欢他们产品的人为他们做推销。例如，我自己就曾经做过“托儿”。我喜欢我推销的产品，尝试说服人们去购买它们。这里面没有欺骗的成分。

消费者往往会问许多关于新产品的问题。批评性的观点一点儿不会减少。除非潜在的消费者获得所有想要的解答，否则他们不会购买那些产品。这也就是“托儿”的，呃，价值所在。“托儿”必须了解产品所有的信息，才能为顾客讲解其特点和性能。否则，他们不会卖出任何产品。因此，“托儿”可以为人们传达有价值的信息。

我【强调】完全不赞同“托儿”会给社会带来负面影响的观点。事实上，他们的影响是正面的。例如，“托儿”给人们介绍质量好的产品，在社会中建立起了信任感。然后这种，呃，口耳相传的营销广泛传播，让人们能够从亲戚和朋友那里了解新产品的信息。事实上，如果“托儿”真的没有价值而且会对社会关系带来危害的话，公司起初就不会雇用他们。因此，他们一定是对社会有益的，不是吗？

1　Provide Valuable Services

2　Companies conduct tests 2 see who qualifies

3　very critical & demand good answers

4　provide valuable information 2 public

5　use word-of-mouth 2 tell others about good products

6　companies wouldn't use them

C

Reading


Stance
 　Buzzers have negative effects on consumers and society in general.


Main point 1
 　Buzzers often work just for the money and might not even like the products they promote.


Main point 2
 　The constant hyping of products by buzzers makes people less critical of products.


Main point 3
 　Once people become suspicious of buzzers, they begin to distrust everyone else in general.

Listening


Stance
 　Buzzers actually provide valuable services for potential customers.


Main point 1
 　Companies only hire buzzers who really like their products.


Main point 2
 　Since consumers are so critical, buzzers must learn much about their products, and they can then share this knowledge with the public.


Main point 3
 　Buzzers help build trust in society by getting people to share their feelings about products through word-of-mouth discussions.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　While the reading passage says that buzz marketing is not admirable
 , the professor thinks buzzers actually like their products, which makes them easier to trust than other advertisers
 .

2　Whereas the reading passage thinks that since buzzers are getting paid, they are not honest
 , the professor mentions that people usually know when others are lying, so companies need buzzers who like their products
 .

3　The reading passage declares that people tend to be less critical of products because of the influence of buzzers
 ; however, the professor says that customers will not purchase a product if they fail to receive the information they are looking for
 .

4　In contrast to the reading, which claims buzzers are making people develop a distrust for society
 , the professor believes that buzzers are helping people learn to trust one another
 .

B

1　The author of the reading is very much against buzzers
 , yet the lecturer feels that buzzers actually provide a positive service for consumers
 .

2　The reading mentions that buzzers are deceitful because they work for the money and do not tell others they are buzzers
 .

3　They may not even like the product they are promoting
 .

4　However, the lecturer declares that buzzers do like the products they are promoting
 .

5　She claims to have worked as a buzzer herself because she really loved a certain product
 .

6　While the reading passage declares that the continual hyping by buzzers makes consumers less critical of products
 , the lecturer believes customers actually are critical enough
 .

7　She also notes that since buzzers must be well-versed in how to use their products, they provide important services to people when they talk about various products
 .

8　Finally, the reading passage believes buzzers are causing society to break down because people do not know whom they can actually trust
 .

9　The lecturer, on the other hand, feels that buzzers build up trust in society by using word-of-mouth marketing
 .

10　She points out that if buzzers were really harmful, companies would not hire them at all
 .

11　In conclusion, the reading passage feels buzzers are harmful to society
 , yet the lecturer believes they are helping customers and society alike
 .

1　阅读文章的作者极力反对“托儿”现象，然而教授则认为托儿实际上为消费者提供了有益的服务。

2　阅读文章提到，托儿的行为具有欺骗性，因为他们工作的目的在于赚钱，并不会告诉别人他们是托儿。

3　他们甚至不喜欢自己推销的商品。

4　然而，教授认为托儿确实很喜欢他们推销的商品。

5　她说她自己曾经就因为非常喜欢某种产品而去做过托儿。

6　阅读文章称托儿不断的吹嘘使得顾客无法对商品进行批评性的判断，然而教授则认为顾客实际上已经够挑剔了。

7　她还指出，由于托儿必须对他们商品的使用了如指掌，因此当他们谈论各种产品时，就为人们提供了重要的服务。

8　最后，阅读文章指出托儿正在引发社会的不团结，因为人们不知道他们到底该相信谁。

9　然而，教授相信托儿通过口耳相传的营销在社会中建立起了信任感。

10　她指出，如果托儿真的会带来危害，公司根本就不会雇用他们。

11　阅读文章的结论是托儿对社会有害，而教授则认为托儿给消费者和社会带来了好处。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

如今，越来越多的人辞去公司里的职务，开始自己创业。这一趋势正在以极快的速度蔓延开来。一些公司无法留住它们的员工，尤其是那些佼佼者。这种现象不足为怪，因为在公司中供职的缺点现在变得愈加明显了。

大公司有多级的行政体系，这往往使得基层员工基本上不可能接触到高层人员。或许并不是每个人都热衷于成为公司的高管，但所有人都希望公司能够倾听他们的心声，采纳他们的建议。而这在公司常常是很难实现的。有些高管甚至抢夺基层员工的功劳。自己开公司往往是确保自己的好点子免遭埋没的唯一途径。

在动荡的经济中，早已不存在什么安稳的工作。曾经被认为是万无一失的大公司在财政失误甚至丑闻面前也变得不堪一击。在过去的几年中，已有成千上万的雇员被解雇。拥有一家自己说了算的公司更能给个人提供经济上的安全感。这些（自主创业的）人只是在努力自我保护而已。

人们依靠保险、养老金和退休金以备不时之需和维持晚年生活。可是，如今保险费在上涨，养老基金存在问题，再加上如果公司破产退休金也拿不到。如果自己拥有公司，未来的保障就掌握在自己的手中。基于以上原因，自己开公司有着诱人的前景。

Listening
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M:
 Okay, so everyone wants to be the boss, but starting a business on your own is like traveling down a road filled with trouble. Sure, there are many successful businesses, and everyone dreams of being the next Bill Gates or Steve Jobs. But most businesses ultimately fail. It's far better to be an employee than to be a boss.

Starting the business itself is a bureaucratic nightmare. You have to deal with state and federal laws and get permits, licenses, and all other sorts of things. You may have a great idea, but someone else might have had the same one and have already patented it. And let's not forget about taxes, rents, and employee wages. [pauses]
 If you don't succeed in your first six months, chances are that you never will.

While job security isn't really present at big corporations anymore, running your own business is even less secure. Take, um, restaurants for example. Nine out of ten restaurants go out of business within five years of opening. You may have to sell your car or home to pay off the business debts you incur. You won't get fired of course, but you may lose everything, even the proverbial shirt off your back.

You also need to take the issues of insurance, pension plans, and retirement investments into account. If you're a business owner, you'll have to provide for all of these and set your employees up with them, too. And your insurance costs will be greater since you'll require insurance for your property, inventory, and, er, employees. And if everything falls apart, I mean if the pension plan fails or the retirement investments disappear, people are going to take action against you. No, running your own business isn't as easy as it sounds.


M：
 好的，每个人都想成为老板，但是单凭你自己的力量开办一家企业就好像在一条麻烦不断的道路上旅行一样。当然，有许许多多成功的企业，每一个人都梦想着成为下一个比尔·盖茨或史蒂夫·乔布斯。但是大多数企业最终会失败。当雇员比当老板要好得多。

开办企业本身涉及一系列行政程序，这就是一个梦魇。你必须应对州和联邦的法律，得到批准，获得经营许可证，还要处理其他各种事情。你也许有了一个很好的想法，但是也许别人早已经想到了，而且还申请了专利。另外，别忘了还有税收、租金、雇员工资等一系列问题。【停顿】如果你在前六个月不能成功，很可能你就再没有成功的机会了。

大公司确实不能保证工作的稳定性，但运营你自己的企业会有更多风险。以，噢，饭馆为例，90%的饭馆开业五年内就会倒闭。你可能不得不卖掉你的汽车或房子来偿还你的企业所欠下的债务。当然你不会被解雇，但是你可能会失掉所有的一切，甚至连你身上的名贵衬衫也保不住。

你还需要考虑保险、养老金计划、退休储蓄等等。如果你是一个企业主，你必须提供这一切并且还要为你的雇员建立这些东西。你在保险方面的花费会更大，因为你要为你的财产、你所有的商品及雇员提供保险。如果任何一件事情出了差错，我的意思是如果养老金计划失败或退休储蓄不见了，雇员们就会采取行动反对你。是的，运营你自己的企业并不像听起来那么容易。

Reading


Owning a Business = Good Idea


1　Big companies = 2 bureaucratic

- New ideas → difficult 2 act upon

- Senior managers → take credit 4 hard work

2　No more job security at companies

- Companies thought 2 be safe → now going bankrupt & firing workers

- Owning a business → more financially secure

3　Unstable pension plans & retirement investments

- Worthless when company fails

- Owning a business → can be stable

Listening


Owning a Business = Risky


1　Difficult at start

- 2 much bureaucracy → laws, permits, & licenses

- Must pay rent, taxes, & salaries

2　Not safe

- 90% of restaurants fail within 5 years

- Go out of business → may lose everything 2 pay debts

3　Must pay extra benefits

- Insurance, pension, & retirement investments 4 employees

- Go out of business→ employees will come demanding their money


Sample Answer


The reading passage mentions why running one's own business is a much better choice than working for a corporation. However, the lecturer feels that owning a business is risky and advises against it.

The reading first mentions that it is difficult for many corporate employees to have their ideas acted upon. They simply get lost in the bureaucracy of large companies. However, the professor notes that simply beginning a business involves a lot of bureaucratic procedures. One has to go through red tape to deal with laws, taxes, and licenses and also must pay rents and salaries.

The reading next states that corporations are no longer safe places to work since many of them have gone bankrupt lately. However, the professor says that the large majority of start-ups fail, which could cost a person many of his possessions to pay off his debts.

The reading then declares that many corporations' pension plans and retirement investments are becoming worthless, so people with their own companies can get some security. The professor counters by saying that a business owner must pay for all of these expenses, and, if the company fails, the employees will pursue the owner to get their money.

While the reading passage's author feels that owning a business is a good idea, the professor believes owing a business is a bad idea.

阅读文章提到为什么和受雇于人相比，自己开公司是更好的选择。然而，教授却认为自己开公司风险大，并不赞成人们这样做。

阅读文章首先指出，在许多大公司中，雇员的建议无人倾听，得不到采纳。他们的声音被淹没在大公司的行政体系之中。然而教授指出，如果自己开公司，仅在创业初期就涉及一系列行政程序。创业者必须履行所有繁琐的手续，法律、税务、执照，此外还必须支付租金和薪水。

阅读文章接着指出，由于近来许多大公司纷纷破产，它们已经不再是人们长久工作的安全之所。而教授则称大多数自己创业的人都会失败，并会因为还债而花掉他们很多积蓄。

阅读文章还认为许多大公司提供的养老金和退休金变得越来越不值钱，因此自己拥有公司的人能够得到一些保障。教授则反对这种说法，他认为如果自己当老板，就必须支付这所有的开销，而且一旦公司倒闭，雇员就会向老板追讨他们的钱。

阅读文章的作者赞成人们创业，而教授则认为自主创业是一个糟糕的主意。



Unit 9　Biology II


Note Taking & Outlining

A

大多数蜘蛛都会织网。这些蛛网由蜘蛛分泌的丝状黏稠物质构成。蛛网主要有两种类型：圆形蛛网和立体蛛网。这两种蛛网都能捕捉到猎物，但圆形蛛网的效率要高得多。

圆形蛛网是一维蛛网，建在一个平面上。螺旋形蛛丝以环状从一个中心点不断向外扩散，从而构成蛛网。这些蛛网很难被发现，因为网是一维的，而且蛛丝十分纤细，即使在明媚的阳光下也很难看见，更不用说在漆黑的夜晚了。大多数蜘蛛都织圆形蛛网，昆虫会飞到或者无意间爬到蛛网上，然后被黏住，很轻易地被蜘蛛所捕食。

圆形蛛网的一维平面构造还能更加有效地利用蛛丝。由于构造相对简单，编织一张圆形蛛网所耗费的蛛丝是最少的。而且，平面结构也使得蜘蛛能够快速地织网。事实上，编织一张圆形蛛网仅耗时30到45分钟。由于许多种类的蜘蛛会在拂晓将蛛网吃掉，晚上则会吐出新丝重新织网，因此效率对它们来说十分重要。

最后，当猎物接近并被蛛网困住时，蜘蛛可以通过圆形蛛网感知到。由于蜘蛛潜伏在蛛网的正中心，一旦猎物被捕获，无论在哪个方位，蜘蛛都能感到其挣扎发出的震动。这些震动实际上向蜘蛛传递一个信号——附近有食物。然后，蜘蛛可以迅速确定昆虫的位置，靠近并将其猎杀，最后饱餐一顿。

1　Orb Webs

2　2 difficult 2 see

3　Easy 2 build w/ little spider silk

4　takes 30-45 min. 2 build

5　Can know when prey is caught

6　feel vibrations from captured prey

B
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W:
 As you probably know, spiders use webs to catch their prey. They may use either orb webs or cobwebs to do so. Some believe orb webs are better. I, on the other hand, favor the cobweb as the spider's ideal kind of web for a number of different reasons.

The cobweb is a three-dimensional web built in the shape of a cone or triangle and is located in the branches of trees or plants or in manmade structures. Unlike an orb web, a cobweb is generally made of irregular strands of spider silk and has a much denser structure. Therefore, ensnared insects cannot escape as easily as they can from an orb web. Remember that the spider's food source is integral to the production of its web, so it can ill afford to allow any prey to escape lest it die.

Cobwebs are much stronger than orb webs. Orb webs only consist of one flat layer of web strands, and these may easily be broken by the wind, birds, or even, you know, large insects. Once an orb web breaks, a spider must start again from scratch to rebuild it. Cobwebs, however, are denser and stronger, meaning they break much less easily. Because they're three-dimensional, damage to one section doesn't mean the spider must rebuild the entire structure. It only needs to repair that one section.

Last, but not least, cobwebs are much safer than orb webs. Because the spider must lie in the center of an orb web to feel the vibrations of captured prey, it is easy to be spotted by its natural enemies like birds. Cobwebs, on the other hand, are not so vulnerable to attack. The spider can lie deep in its dense folds and remain hidden from outside enemies.


W：
 大家知道，蜘蛛是用网来捕捉猎物的。蛛网一般有两种，圆形蛛网和立体蛛网。有些人认为圆形蛛网比较好。而我个人认为立体蛛网才是蜘蛛理想的捕食工具，这基于下面几个不同的理由。

立体蛛网是三维蛛网，呈圆锥形或三角形，建在树或植物的枝杈中，或者人造建筑上。和圆形蛛网不同的是，立体蛛网通常由不规则的蛛丝编织而成，结构更加密实。这样，被捕获的昆虫就不能像在圆形蛛网中那样轻易地逃脱。要知道，蜘蛛的食物来源对于编织蛛网是必不可少的，因此为了不让自己死掉，蜘蛛几乎是不会让任何猎物逃脱的。

立体蛛网比圆形蛛网更加结实。圆形蛛网只由一层扁平的蛛丝构成，很容易被风、鸟类，或者甚至是，你知道，大一些的昆虫所破坏。一旦圆形蛛网被破坏，蜘蛛就必须从头开始，重新织一张网。而立体蛛网则更加紧密结实，不会那么容易被破坏。因为立体蛛网是三维结构，如果网的某一部分破损，蜘蛛不需要重新编一张网，只需要修补坏掉的那部分即可。

最后一点，也是同样重要的一点，立体蛛网比圆形蛛网更加安全。因为蜘蛛必须待在圆形蛛网的中央，以感知猎物被捕获时引起的震动，这样一来就很容易被它们的天敌发现，比如鸟类。不同的是，蜘蛛在立体蛛网中不会那么易受攻击。它们可以待在网层深处以躲避外面的敌人。

1　Cobwebs

2　Difficult 4 prey 2 escape

3　must be completely rebuilt

4　only small sections 2 repair

5　Safer from predators than orb webs

6　hard 4 predators 2 attack it

C

Reading


Stance
 　Orb webs are more efficient webs than cobwebs.


Main point 1
 　Because orb webs are hard to see, they can capture prey easily.


Main point 2
 　The orb web is easy to build with little spider silk thanks to its simple structure.


Main point 3
 　The spider in the middle of the orb web can easily know when prey gets caught.

Listening


Stance
 　Cobwebs are more efficient types of webs than orb webs.


Main point 1
 　The density of cobwebs makes it hard for prey to escape from them.


Main point 2
 　Cobwebs are stronger and, when damaged, do not need to be repaired completely.


Main point 3
 　Spiders can hide deep in their cobwebs so that enemies cannot attack them.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　According to the reading passage, orb webs are efficient at capturing and keeping hold of prey
 , yet the professor favors cobwebs as the ideal type of web for spiders
 .

2　While the reading points out that most spiders build orb webs because the webs allow for the easy capture of prey
 , the professor states that the dense structure of cobwebs means that insects trapped in them cannot escape very easily
 .

3　In response to the reading, which reads that building orb webs requires spiders to use a small amount of web substance
 , the professor says that when orb webs break, spiders must completely rebuild them
 .

4　The reading mentions that spiders in the centers of orb webs can detect vibrations from captured prey
 ; however, the professor declares that the fact that spiders must be in the center of orb webs leave them vulnerable to attack by birds and other predators
 .

B

1　The reading passage's author believes orb webs are best for spiders
 , yet the professor opines that cobwebs are much better
 .

2　The reading cites the fact that orb webs are one-dimensional, which makes them difficult to be spotted by potential prey, so insects get captured easily
 .

3　Meanwhile, the professor says the three-dimensional aspect of cobwebs makes it more difficult for insects to escape from cobwebs than from orb webs
 .

4　Next, the author of the reading believes the orb web's structure is an efficient use of the spider's web substance
 .

5　Spiders can make orb webs in less than an hour and spin new ones each day
 .

6　However, the professor claims a damaged orb web must be remade completely, which wastes valuable web substance
 .

7　She says that when cobwebs are damaged, the spider just repairs one particular section, not the whole web
 .

8　Finally, the reading mentions that the spider, which sits in the orb web's center, can feel the web vibrating when prey get trapped, so it can capture them immediately
 .

9　However, the professor feels that spiders in the centers of orb webs can be attacked easily by birds whereas spiders in cobwebs can sit back in the webs and be protected from outside attacks
 .

10　Both the reading passage's author and the professor have differing opinions of the best type of web for spiders
 .

1　文章作者认为，圆形蛛网是最好的；然而教授却认为，立体蛛网更好一些。

2　阅读文章引用了一个事实性论据，即圆形蛛网是一维的，很难被昆虫察觉到，这就使蜘蛛能够轻易地捕捉到猎物。

3　同时，教授却认为，相较于圆形蛛网，三维的立体蛛网使昆虫更难逃脱。

4　再者，阅读文章的作者认为，圆形蛛网的结构能够有效利用蛛丝。

5　蜘蛛在一个小时之内就可以编织完成圆形蛛网，并且能够每天编织新网。

6　但是教授却认为，一旦圆形蛛网受损，蜘蛛就必须再编织一个新网，这浪费了宝贵的蛛丝。

7　她同时表示，当立体蛛网受损时，蜘蛛只需要修补受损部分，而不是整张网。

8　最后，阅读文章的作者提到，当蜘蛛处于圆形蛛网中央时，一旦有猎物被困，蜘蛛就能感觉到蛛网的振动，从而迅速捕捉到猎物。

9　然而，教授却认为，位于圆形蛛网中央的蜘蛛很容易遭到鸟类的袭击，而立体蛛网中的蜘蛛却可以躲在蛛网深处，从而免受来自外部的袭击。

10　在“哪种蛛网最适合蜘蛛”这一问题上，阅读文章的作者和教授持有不同观点。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

人类和灵长类动物，比如猿、大猩猩以及黑猩猩，有许多相似之处。尽管灵长类动物一直被认为是除了人类以外最富智能的生物，但许多研究者认为它们没有创造语言的能力。然而，20世纪70年代在佐治亚大学开展的一项研究表明，黑猩猩拥有和人类儿童类似的语言学习能力。

整个研究以几只黑猩猩为研究对象，以一只名叫拉娜的雌性黑猩猩为研究中心。灵长类缺少像人类一样的发声器官，无法发出人类的语音组合。于是，研究者发明了一种叫做耶基斯语的语言，这种语言用图形符号来代表声音和文字。研究者在键盘上排列了125个不同的符号，然后教拉娜利用键盘与他们交流。拉娜通过连续敲击不同的按键成功地表达了自己的意图。有时候，它一次能连续敲击七个按键。

拉娜的交流能力多少受到了使用键盘的限制，但研究者坚持认为黑猩猩的确具备基本的语言能力。它能造出词组，甚至能够区分名词和形容词。例如，拉娜看到戒指后，发现键盘上并没有相应的符号，于是就用“手指手镯”来表述。它曾经学过“手指”这个名词，但在当时的情况下，它成功地将“手指”当成形容词来使用。

拉娜还会对研究人员提出的问题做出回应。问题被用符号表述出来，而拉娜似乎明白问题的内容。它会通过键盘给出看起来符合逻辑的答案。尽管这种交流十分有限，研究人员依然相信拉娜实验表明灵长类动物具备用语言进行沟通的能力。

Listening
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M:
 It's a well-documented fact that animals have the ability to communicate with one another by using sounds and pheromones. However, the notion that animals can actually talk with humans has yet to be fully proved. While there have been some minor breakthroughs in communications with primates, they are limited in nature and have been treated with skepticism by most of the scientific community.

Lana, the female chimp from the University of Georgia, is the most celebrated case. Lana learned the new language Yerkish, which was comprised of symbols, and managed to communicate with the researchers. [pauses]
 Or so it appeared. Remember that Lana was limited in her ability to learn and was in fact conditioned by endless repetition of the same words and symbols. Unlike a human child, which can learn multiple languages if exposed to them, Lana had difficulty learning even one.

Lana could understand some grammar, but it was so basic that she could only manage to create, um, a few short sentences. She and the other test subjects never even advanced beyond the beginning level of language learning. The chimps couldn't form sentences on their own unless first exposed to them by the research team. Unlike humans, who can absorb and understand complex grammar, the primates in the study never did the same.

The primates did learn to respond to human questions, but these answers weren't in speech form; they were translated in Yerkish as symbols. These so-called“conversations”were passive, with primates like Lana responding yet not being able to form their own questions or to have long conversations. Nor could the primates communicate with each other. At least, there was no recognizable form of communication. This is much unlike human children, who can do so at an early age.


M：
 有充分的文献资料证明，动物利用声音或信息素可以相互之间进行交流。然而，动物实际上可以和人进行交流的观点还没有被完全证明。尽管与灵长类动物的交流有了些许突破，但那些交流也只是出于本能，而且科学界大部分人对此持怀疑的态度。

来自佐治亚大学的雌性黑猩猩拉娜是最著名的一个案例。拉娜学会了一种由符号组成的耶基斯语言，并能够与研究人员进行交流。【停顿】或者说看起来是这样。请记住一点，拉娜的学习能力是有限的，事实上她只是在不断重复一些相同的单词或符号而已。如果把人类的孩子放在不同的语言环境中，他们可以学会多种语言，而拉娜就是学习一种语言也都有困难。

拉娜能够理解一点语法，但都是最基本的，只能用来造，哦，几个短句子。它和其他的测试对象一直都停留在语言学习的入门水平。黑猩猩不能自己造句，除非研究小组让它们先接触这些句子。人类能够吸收并理解复杂的语法，而研究发现，灵长类动物从来没有做到过这一点。

灵长类动物确实能够学会对人类的问题做出反应，但这些回答不是以说话的形式，而是被翻译成耶基斯语中的符号。由于像拉娜这样的灵长类动物在对话中无法提出自己的问题，也不能进行较长的对话，因此这些所谓的“对话”是被动的。灵长类动物相互之间也不能交流。至少，还没有可辨认的交流形式。而人类的孩子则不同，他们在很小的时候就能互相交流。

Reading


Chimps Can Learn Language


1　Learned symbol language

- Yerkish: new language that uses symbols

- Used symbols 2 communicate → esp. Lana

2　Formed the basis of language ability

- Combined words 2 express thought → e.g.“finger bracelet”2 mean“ring”

- Learned grammar→ distinguish nouns from adjectives

3　Responded 2 questions

- Gave logical answers

- Proved primates' ability 2 learn language

Listening


Chimps Cannot Learn Language


1　Only appeared 2 learn language

- Conditioned by repetition

- Had trouble learning 1 language unlike human children

2　Limited language ability

- Couldn't make sentences unless exposed 2 them first

- Couldn't understand complex grammar

3　No recognizable communication

- Didn't answer w/ speech

- Passive → couldn't form Qs

→ couldn't have long conv.

- Couldn't communicate w/ other primates


Sample Answer


In the reading passage, the author is certain that some primates have the ability to learn human language. However, the professor is not convinced that what the chimps learned actually was language.

The reading passage first points out that the chimps, especially Lana, learned to use the new language Yerkish and could express their thoughts by using pictures on the keyboard. The professor, however, says that the chimps only appeared to be communicating. Instead, he thinks that they were conditioned to respond because they did the same things again and again.

The reading next points out that Lana was able to make new words by combining those words that she already knew. While the professor admits Lana learned the language a bit, he notes that she could not make new sentences unless first exposed to them, and she was also unable to comprehend complex grammar.

Finally, the reading mentions that Lana appeared to understand the questions she was asked and then gave logical answers on the lexigram machine. The professor points out that she did not learn speech but only learned to communicate with symbols. Also, he says Lana could not ask her own questions or have long conversations.

While the reading passage's author thinks Lana exhibited some of language, the professor disagrees with this assessment.

阅读文章的作者确信，一些灵长类动物有学习人类语言的能力。然而，教授却怀疑黑猩猩所学到的是否可以算做语言。

阅读文章首先指出，黑猩猩，尤其是拉娜，学会了使用一种叫做耶基斯语的新语言，并能通过键盘上的图片图形来表达自己的想法。但是，教授却认为大猩猩仅仅是看起来有交流能力，其实这种反应只是一种条件反射，因为它们一直在重复做同样的事情。

接着文章指出，拉娜能够将它已掌握的单词组合在一起创造出新的单词。但是教授认为，尽管拉娜的确学会了一点这门语言，但是它并不能造出新的句子来，除非它之前就已经接触过这个句子；同时它也无法理解复杂的语法结构。

最后，文章提到，拉娜似乎能够理解研究人员提出的问题，并能在图形器上给出具有逻辑性的答案。然而教授却认为，拉娜并没有学会言语表达，而只是学会了用符号进行交流。他还指出，拉娜并不能提出问题，也不能进行长时间的对话。

文章作者认为拉娜展示出一定的语言能力，但教授不赞同这一观点。



Unit 10　Environment II


Note Taking & Outlining

A

鱼类养殖就是在固定场所饲养鱼类，以供人们食用。鱼类养殖通常选在湖畔、河畔、海湾或海口处，加上人工围栏，圈出大片的人工养殖区。放养通常是先投放鱼卵，当鱼长到足够大的时候再卖给消费者。这在一开始看起来是个不错的想法，但是，无论是对鱼类还是消费者，人工养殖都存在许多安全问题，这使其成为一种危险的行为。

鱼类被密集地限制在人工围栏里，这并不是它们自然生长的环境。围栏中的发病率远远高于野生环境；同时，因为围栏中的鱼彼此非常靠近，围栏中的疾病也比野生环境中蔓延得快。疾病被忽视以及通过食用传染给人类的概率也大了许多。

渔民向水中投放各种化学物质以预防疾病的传播。他们在鱼饲料里掺入化学添加剂，使人工饲养的鱼类比野生鱼类的体型更大。这些化学物质一旦被鱼类吸收，就可能对食用它们的人类造成伤害。

圈养鱼类主要靠食用其他鱼类为生。那些鱼先被杀死，然后经过处理成为渔农喂鱼的饲料。然而，大量海洋野生鱼类被捕捞上来意味着其他野生鱼类的食物被削减。由于这些被捕捞的鱼类可能是其他野生生物的蛋白质来源，它们的减少甚至可能对全球的海洋生态系统产生负面影响。

1　Is Not Desirable

2　spread disease rapidly

3　Some diseases get passed on to public

4　Chemicals added 2 water & fish food

5　Get absorbed into fish's bodies

6　Need 2 catch other fish 4 fish food

A
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M:
 Fish farming is one of the most important sources of fish protein for many people nowadays. There are, sadly, many critics of fish farming who oppose its use. [sighs]
 However, it's quite necessary because many fish raised on fish farms can no longer be harvested in the wild, and, fortunately, fish farming can provide fish that are safe to eat.

Many critics of fish farming point out the possibility of diseases running rampant throughout the farms due to the nearness of the fish. However, let me point out that fish live very close together in the wild. You've seen pictures of big schools of fish, haven't you? [pauses]
 How's this different from a fish farm? Anyway, in the wild there is no rapid spread of disease despite fish living close together. And studies have shown the incidence of disease in the wild and on farms is identical.

Chemical usage on fish farms has raised some, hmm, red flags as to the safety of the fish, but even ocean fish absorb large amounts of chemicals from pollution. In fact, farmed fish may be even safer than ocean-caught fish. Besides, virtually every meat we consume—including beef and pork—has been chemically enhanced to help the animals grow bigger. Yes, it's true. Fish is much healthier than these meats, having less fat and healthier oils, like omega-3s.

While some fish species are killed to produce the feed needed for fish on the farms, most of these fish are not even consumed by humans or many sea creatures. One such fish is the menhaden. Humans find its taste to be bad, so it's caught in large quantities to produce animal feed. Therefore, by using the menhaden and others to feed fish on farms, we can increase the number of fish raised for human consumption.


M：
 鱼类养殖是现在人们摄取鱼类蛋白的重要来源之一。可令人遗憾的是，许多人对此持反对态度。【叹气】然而，鱼类养殖是非常必要的，因为渔场中养殖的许多鱼类在野生环境中已经打捞不到了，而幸运的是，鱼类养殖可以为人们提供安全食用的鱼类。

许多反对鱼类养殖的人指出，渔场中的鱼太过密集，会导致疾病的传播。但我要指出的是，野生环境中的鱼类同样是密集地生活在一起。你们一定在图片中见过那些大片大片的鱼群，不是吗？【停顿】那和渔场养殖有什么区别？不管怎样，在野生环境中尽管鱼类密集地生活在一起，但不会导致疾病的快速传播。同时，相关研究表明疾病传播的几率在野外和渔场中是相等的。

渔场中使用化学物质，嗯，会威胁鱼类的安全，但即使是海洋中的鱼类也会由于污染而吸收大量化学物质。事实上，人工养殖的鱼类可能比海洋中打捞的鱼类安全。此外，我们食用的所有肉类都含有化学物质，包括牛肉和猪肉，因为人们在动物身上施用化学物质促使其生长。是的，这是真的。鱼肉比这些肉更健康，脂肪含量少，同时还含有更健康的油，如深海鱼油。

一些鱼类被用来喂养渔场中养殖的鱼，而这些鱼类大部分都是不被人类食用的，甚至许多海洋生物也不吃。比如，鲱鱼就是这样一种鱼。人们觉得它的味道不好，因此大量地捕捞这种鱼做鱼食。因此，用鲱鱼和其他一些鱼类喂养渔场中的鱼，可以增加人类食用鱼的产量。

1　Is Beneficial

2　fish in wild = fish on fish farms

3　Same disease rates

4　Ocean fish & meat

5　safer & healthier

6　Menhaden: bad-tasting

C

Reading


Stance
 　Fish farming may appear good but is actually dangerous to fish and people.


Main point 1
 　The fish live closely together, which makes diseases more likely.


Main point 2
 　Chemicals are used to grow fish, which is harmful to humans who eat them.


Main point 3
 　The fish used for fish food are taken from the ocean, which disrupts ocean ecosystems.

Listening


Stance
 　Fish farming is beneficial to many people around the world.


Main point 1
 　Fish in captivity do not get diseases more easily than those in the wild.


Main point 2
 　Even ocean-caught fish and other meats have chemicals, but fish is the healthier food.


Main point 3
 　The fish used for fish food is not eaten either by people or by sea creatures.

Synthesizing & Organizing

A

1　The reading passage's author believes fish farming is dangerous to the fish and the people who eat them
 ; however, the professor thinks fish farming benefits people by providing fish that are all right to eat
 .

2　In direct contrast to the reading, which claims fish in captivity suffer from more diseases than those in the wild
 , the professor states that they both suffer from diseases at an equal rate
 .

3　While the reading passage mentions that the chemicals absorbed into fish's bodies make them dangerous to eat
 , the professor says that even ocean fish are exposed to large quantities of chemicals due to pollution
 .

4　According to the reading, the catching of fish to make fish feed takes a lot of food out of the oceans
 , yet the professor asserts that people and sea creatures do not eat most of these fish
 .

B

1　Although the author of the reading passage writes against fish farms
 , the professor feels they provide an important service for people around the world
 .

2　According to the reading, because fish in captivity live so close to each other, there is a higher likelihood they will get diseases that they may pass on to humans
 .

3　The professor, however, opposes this theory by saying that fish in the wild also live close together and that fish on farms and in the wild get diseases at the same rate
 .

4　In response to the accusation that fish farms use chemical additives that could harm people
 , the professor cites the fact that even ocean fish absorb chemicals into their bodies
 .

5　He also says that all meat people eat has been injected with chemicals, yet people are still safe
 .

6　The reading passage's author then expresses concern that too many fish in the wild are being caught and processed into food for the fish on farms to eat
 .

7　The author thinks this takes food sources out of the wild
 .

8　However, the professor says that many of these food fish, like the menhaden, are often not eaten by people or sea creatures as well
 .

9　He believes it is a good thing to use these food fish to increase the number of edible fish for humans
 .

10　In conclusion, while the reading passage opposes the existence of fish farms
 , the professor thinks they are beneficial to humans
 .

1　阅读文章的作者反对鱼类养殖，但是教授认为这为人类提供了重要的服务。

2　文章指出，圈养的鱼类因为彼此过于靠近，发病率会更高，而且这些疾病也可能传染给人类。

3　但是教授不赞同这一观点，他认为野生鱼群也生活得很密集，而且圈养鱼类和野生鱼类得病的几率是一样的。

4　针对鱼类养殖场使用可能伤害人类的化学添加剂这一指责，教授引用了一个事实性论据，即生活在海洋中的鱼类同样会摄入化学物质。

5　他还指出人们食用的所有肉类都注射有化学物质，但是人类到目前为止还是安全的。

6　阅读文章的作者随后又提出了一个疑虑：为了给养殖场饲养的鱼类提供饲料，人类过度捕捞了海洋中的野生鱼类。

7　文章作者认为这是对野生食物资源的一种掠夺。

8　但是教授认为许多被做成饲料的鱼（比如鲱鱼），通常情况下并不是人类和其他海洋生物的食物。

9　他认为利用这些非食用鱼类来增加人类食用鱼类的产量是件好事。

10　阅读文章的结论是反对鱼类养殖，但是教授却认为这对人类是有益的。

TOEFL iBT Practice

Reading

近年来，鸟类学家们开始注意到一个令人担忧的趋势：许多鸟类正在灭绝。事实上，在过去的两个世纪里，有超过100种鸟类灭绝，另有1200种濒临灭绝。而所有证据都表明正是人类导致了鸟类缓慢却确定无疑的灭绝。

由于人类在不断扩大他们主要居住的城市的范围，所以他们开始蚕食鸟类以及其他动物的栖息地。全世界几乎一半的人口都居住在市区，在大多数地方绿地的重要性被忽略了。除了不断地扩张，城市还不断排放污染物。这两个因素不仅导致鸟类的自然栖息地被侵占，还对剩下的栖息地造成了污染。

随着地球上人口的增加，人类对于食物的需求也在不断增长，于是大量土地被开垦为耕地来生产粮食。广袤的森林被砍伐以腾出地方种植农作物，却很少有人考虑那些在森林中筑巢的鸟类的命运。人类每年大约要砍伐5万至17万平方公里的森林，从而把许多鸟类推向了危险的边缘。

农民通常使用化学杀虫剂来防止虫害发生。这些化学药剂同时也杀死了许多鸟类和其他动物。这是杀虫剂DDT在美国被禁将近40年的原因之一。DDT危害了太多的鸟类，尤其是秃鹰。让人遗憾的是，在世界其他地方DDT及其他烈性化学药剂仍被用于农业生产，大量鸟类因此死于非命。

Listening

[image: 0098-01]



W:
 Many people have noted that large numbers of birds are endangered, but, uh, don't worry, for the overall situation is not nearly as dire as it's often made to appear. Birds may be found everywhere, and some reports even suggest that their numbers are increasing rather than declining. Let me give you a few examples as to why you shouldn't worry.

Many people live in urban areas these days, yet they want their cities to be as green as possible. Parks, playgrounds, and tree-lined rivers and streams are appearing for all to enjoy. Take Berlin for example. At times, you can't even see any buildings because of all the trees. And birds are making the most of these areas. While pigeons are not the most beautiful of birds, New York City is famous for them. [chuckles]
 Birds are clearly adapting to life in the cities.

While the increase in agriculture may be destroying some bird habitats, farmland doesn't cover Earth's entire surface. Not by a long shot. Massive forests still stand in Canada, Russia, Brazil, uh, Southeast Asia, and many other places. And agricultural methods are more developed, so the land is much more productive. This means less land is needed to produce the same or a greater amount of food.

No one disputes that insecticides kill birds. However, many recent crops have been genetically engineered to resist disease and insects, so insecticides are being used less and less. Outside the U.S., some harmful chemicals like DDT are still used, but they are utilized to kill mosquitoes, not for insects on farms. After the ban on DDT, deaths from mosquito-borne malaria leaped, so governments decided a few bird deaths were worth risking if they could save the lives of humans instead.


W：
 许多人已经注意到大量的鸟类正处于危险之中，但是，哦，不要担心，整体情况并不像看起来的那样可怕。鸟儿随处可见，有些报道甚至表明鸟儿的数量有增无减。让我来举些例子消除你们的忧虑。

眼下许多人都住在城市。不过，他们想让他们居住的城市尽可能地多些绿化面积。所有人都乐意看到公园、操场、岸边绿树成行的河流和小溪。以柏林为例。有时候，由于绿树遮挡，你甚至看不到任何一座大楼。在这些地区，鸟儿随处可见。虽然鸽子在鸟类中不是最漂亮的，但纽约城的鸽子却相当有名。【笑】很显然，鸟类很适应城市生活。

农业生产的增加可能正在破坏一些鸟类生长的自然环境，但农耕地并没有覆盖地球的所有表面。这也是绝对不可能的。加拿大、俄罗斯、巴西，噢，还有东南亚以及许多其他地区仍有大片大片的森林。而且，农业种植方法也变得更加先进，因此土地更加多产。这就是说，生产同样多或者更多的粮食需要的是更少的土地。

杀虫剂会杀死鸟类，这是无可争议的。然而，最近许多作物都通过基因工程来抵制病虫害的发生，因此，杀虫剂的使用越来越少。美国之外的国家仍然使用一些有害的化学物品，如DDT，但主要是用来杀死蚊子，而不是用来对付农作物中的昆虫的。禁止使用DDT后，由蚊子引起的疟疾使死亡人数大幅增加，因此，政府决定如果能够拯救人类的生命，牺牲一些鸟类是值得的。

Reading


Birds Are Becoming Endangered


1　Humans encroaching on birds' territory

- Urban areas → expanding rapidly

- Pollution in cities ↑

2　Land being cleared 4 farming

- Deforestation → birds losing their habitats → many endangered species

3　Use of chemical insecticides

- For farming → kills birds & animals

- e.g. DDT banned in America but not in other countries

Listening


Birds Are Not in Any Danger


1　Green zones in urban areas

- Parks, playgrounds & areas with trees → good areas 4 birds

- e.g. Berlin & New York

2　Farmland doesn't cover the Earth

- Are still many forests in countries around the world

- Agriculture improving → use less land

3　Less use of insecticides nowadays

- Genetically engineered crops → less insecticide

- Still use DDT → helps fight malaria & save human lives


Sample Answer


While the author of the reading passage expresses concern for the declining number of birds throughout the world, the lecturer feels that birds are in no danger and that their numbers are actually going up.

According to the reading, because Earth's population is increasing, so is the size of its cities. There are therefore fewer green areas but more pollution, which is causing birds to decrease in numbers. On the contrary, the lecturer mentions that many cities like Berlin actually have green zones and that birds are learning to adapt to city life like the pigeons in New York City.

The reading then asserts that much forested land is being cleared for agriculture to feed Earth's population. This activity is endangering many birds. However, the lecturer maintains that Earth still has many forested areas and that agricultural methods have advanced so much that less land is needed to farm on.

Finally, the author of the reading states that insecticides and chemicals like DDT are being used around the world, and they are killing many birds. The lecturer agrees but says that insecticides are being used less and less nowadays. In the case of DDT, it is only used to kill malaria-carrying mosquitoes these days.

All in all, the reading feels strongly that birds' numbers are declining; on the other hand, the lecturer believes there is nothing to worry about.

文章作者表达了对全球范围内鸟类数量不断下降的担忧，而教授认为鸟类并没有处于危险之中，事实上，鸟类的数量是在上升的。

文章认为，由于地球人口在增加，城市规模也随之变大，因此绿色生态区域越来越少，污染却更加严重，这一切都使得鸟类的数量不断下降。与之相反，教授指出实际上很多城市，比如柏林，都设有绿色区域，鸟类正在像纽约城的鸽子一样学着适应城市生活。

然后，文章强调说为了养活人类，很多林地正逐步被开垦为耕地。从而使很多鸟类陷于危险的境地。然而，教授却认为地球仍然有很多林地，并且耕种方法已经进行了巨大的改进，不再需要以往那么多的土地来耕种作物了。

最后，文章的作者认为全球范围内使用的杀虫剂和DDT一类的化学药剂杀死了很多鸟类。对此教授表示同意，但同时认为目前杀虫剂的使用越来越少。至于DDT，如今人们只用它来对付那些携带疟疾病毒的蚊子。

总之，文章强烈认为鸟类的数量在锐减，而教授却认为无须担忧。



PART 2　Independent Writing


Sample iBT Question

Reading


【开头句】
 一些学生虽然很少去上课却也读完了大学，甚至成绩还不差。【总论点】
 但是基于以下几个重要的理由，我认为学校应当要求学生保证出勤率。


【主题句1】
 许多教授会在课堂上组织讨论，如果学生缺勤，他们将无法参与这些讨论。【主要观点】
 课堂讨论可以让学生接触到很多不同的看法和观点。【例子】
 即使在中学，有时也会进行课堂讨论，每个学生都可以从其他同学的发言中获益。可以肯定，大学生掌握了更多的第一手知识并且善于将其灵活运用，他们之间的讨论更加精彩、更具启发性。【结尾句】
 不参加课堂讨论的学生很可能无法通过考试。


【主题句2】
 同时，缺勤的学生可能会缺乏相应的专业基础知识，因为他们错过了老师在课上教授的大部分信息。【主要观点】
 缺勤将对他们的未来生活产生负面影响。【例子】
 例如，我舅舅上大学时经常缺勤，但他的成绩一直很好。后来，当舅舅主要因为成绩好而被雇用后，他的新老板发现他其实并不具备足够的专业知识。因此他被开除了，之后找的工作大不如前。【结尾句】
 尽管成绩很好，我舅舅依然缺乏基本的专业知识。


【总结】
 学校应当要求学生出勤，这样他们才能参与课堂讨论，从而取得更好的学习效果，掌握对未来发展有用的知识。【结束语】
 尽管我们还有很多其他有趣的事情可做，但去上课是对未来发展的一项明智的投资。



Unit 11　School & Education I



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


prepare for life after graduation


- get ready to enter job market

- e.g. unprepared students → no jobs / get fired


avoid learning unnecessary information


- don't need certain knowledge after graduation

- e.g. no need to learn higher math


acquire knowledge faster


- involve some practice → hands-on education

- e.g. work at internships before graduating

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 It is my opinion that schools should focus on teaching their students knowledge they will need for specific careers and jobs.


Topic sentence 1
 Schools must prepare their students for life after graduation by teaching them about careers and jobs.

- Students need to be ready to enter the job market after graduation.

- e.g. If unprepared, they cannot get jobs or keep them.


Topic sentence 2
 If schools offer career education, students can avoid learning unnecessary knowledge.

- Much of the knowledge currently taught at schools will not be used at all after the students graduate.

- e.g. no need to learn higher math


Topic sentence 3
 Having students focus on practical knowledge about careers and jobs will increase the rate at which students acquire knowledge in those fields.

- Career education involves actual practice or hands-on activities.

- e.g. internships before graduating


Summary
 By teaching their students about specific careers and jobs, schools can cut down on the useless knowledge being taught while simultaneously equipping their students to be outstanding workers in their fields.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Schools are often successful at educating their students in a large number of different topics. [Thesis statement]
 Nevertheless, it is my opinion that schools, particularly universities, colleges, and high schools, should focus on teaching their students knowledge they will need for specific careers and jobs.


[Topic sentence 1]
 To begin with, schools must prepare their students for life after graduation by teaching them about careers and jobs. [General statement]
 By doing so, students can get ready to enter the job market once they graduate either from college or high school. [Example]
 Sometimes, schools do an unsatisfactory job of preparing students for their future careers. These students often have trouble getting jobs or keeping them once they get hired. [Closing sentence]
 By focusing primarily on students' future careers, the students will be equipped with the knowledge necessary to excel at their jobs and to keep them once they get hired.


[Topic sentence 2]
 A second point is that if schools offer career education, students can avoid learning unnecessary knowledge. [General statement]
 Much of the knowledge currently taught at schools will not be used at all after the students graduate, so they have no need to take some classes that schools offer. [Example]
 For instance, I am not interested in working in a field that requires math. Therefore, while I should know some elementary mathematics, I do not feel it is necessary for me to learn calculus or trigonometry. Likewise, a future engineer should not bother with learning literature or history. [Closing sentence]
 By focusing only on the classes students will need in their future careers, schools can eliminate lessons that are useless.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Also, having students focus on their careers and jobs will increase the rate at which students acquire knowledge in those fields. [General statement]
 This is important because career education usually involves the actual practicing of hands-on activities. [Example]
 Some students, for example, get to do internships at companies before they graduate. This gives them a great opportunity to learn about their field of study. [Closing sentence]
 If all students had chances like this, then they would all be much more knowledgeable in their fields.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, I really believe schools need to focus on teaching their students about specific careers and jobs. By doing so, schools can cut down on the useless knowledge being taught while simultaneously equipping their students to be outstanding workers in their fields. [Final comment]
 This is why I support having students study only one or two core subjects.


【开头句】
 学校通常能够成功地教给学生多门学科的知识。【总论点】
 然而，我认为学校，尤其是大学、学院和中学，应当专注于教授学生与其将要从事的职业密切相关的课程。


【主题句1】
 首先，学校教学应以职业为导向，帮助学生为毕业后的生活做好准备。【主要观点】
 这样，学生从高中或者大学毕业之后才能有准备地进入职场。【例子】
 有时候，学校没能够使学生做好进入职场的准备，这些学生往往找不到工作，或者容易被辞退。【结尾句】
 学校教育应该以就业为导向，让学生具备必要的专业知识，帮助他们在以后的工作岗位上脱颖而出并且不可取代。


【主题句2】
 其次，如果学校提供职业教育，那么学生可以免于学习不必要的知识。【主要观点】
 现在学校里所教授的大多数知识在学生毕业后根本不会被用到，因此他们大可不必学习学校里的某些课程。【例子】
 例如，我对与数学相关的任何职业都没有兴趣。因此，尽管我应当掌握一些基本的数学知识，但是学习微积分和三角函数就完全没有必要了。同样地，一个将来打算做工程师的学生也不应该为学习文学和历史而烦恼。【结尾句】
 只专注于和学生未来职业相关科目的教学，学校可以淘汰一些没有用的课程。


【主题句3】
 此外，学生集中精力学习和自己职业相关的课程还可以帮助他们提高学习效率。【主要观点】
 这点很重要，因为职业教育通常包括一些学生亲自参与的实践活动。【例子】
 例如，有些学生在毕业之前进入公司实习。这是他们了解自己专业领域的大好机会。【结尾句】
 如果每个学生都能得到这样的机会，他们将会更好地掌握自己的专业知识。


【总结】
 总之，我认为学校教学应当以学生特定的职业为导向。这样，学校才能减少不必要的课程，同时使学生们做好充分的准备，成为未来的优秀职业者。【结束语】
 这就是我支持学生只专注于学习一至两门核心课程的原因。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


must have broad range of knowledge


- should know how world works

- e.g. me - dislike science but know it is important


can't change careers unless know about other fields


- may want to quit job & begin new career

- e.g. various people change professions


today's trend → interdisciplinary studies


- use interdisciplinary knowledge to solve problems

- e.g. get more creative in solving problems

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I believe that schools should teach students a wide range of subjects.


Topic sentence 1
 By learning a wide range of subjects, students can get a general knowledge of many different fields of study.

- Students should know how the world works.

- e.g. I don't like science but know it is important.


Topic sentence 2
 Changing careers would be incredibly difficult if people had little or no knowledge about other subjects.

- People cannot begin new careers if they don't have basic knowledge.

- e.g. Businessmen become teachers, and scientists run companies.


Topic sentence 3
 People are tending towards interdisciplinary studies, which require knowledge in multiple fields.

- People utilize information from various subjects to solve their problems.

- e.g. creative thinking & problem-solving


Summary
 I strongly believe students should take a wide range of courses and not merely take classes they need for their careers since knowing about many subjects makes well-balanced, educated people and helps them change careers and solve difficult problems.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Some people believe schools should only teach students subjects that will be important to their students' future careers or jobs. [Thesis statement]
 However, I reject this notion and instead believe that schools should teach students a wide range of subjects.


[Topic sentence 1]
 The first reason is that by learning a wide range of subjects, students can get a general knowledge of many different fields of study. [General statement]
 People should know how the world works, which they can do by studying many different subjects. [Example]
 Personally, while I do not like every school subject I take, I recognize their importance. I will never major in science, but I still think it is essential for me to learn chemistry, biology, and physics. By studying these subjects, I can learn about what the world is made up of and how things work. [Closing sentence]
 This information may not be enough to use for any future job, but it is important for my development as an educated person.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Additionally, we must remember that changing careers would be incredibly difficult if people had little or no knowledge about other subjects. [General statement]
 Without this basic knowledge, people would find it virtually impossible suddenly to quit one career and begin another. [Example]
 I have read about businessmen who quit their jobs to become teachers and scientists who decide they want to run a company. Fortunately for them, they have some basic knowledge from taking many different classes, so they can make these changes. [Closing sentence]
 If people only study one subject at school, however, they will practically never be able to change even if they strongly dislike their chosen career.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, nowadays people are tending towards interdisciplinary studies, which require knowledge in multiple fields. [General statement]
 People like interdisciplinary studies because they can utilize information from various subjects—like physics and history or chemistry and computers—to solve their problems. [Example]
 I have heard that by using problem-solving techniques for one subject in a different field, people have successfully solved difficult problems. Interdisciplinary studies require people to think creatively and approach problems in unique manners. [Closing sentence]
 However, such creativity will not be possible if people cannot take lessons in multiple fields.


[Summary]
 I strongly believe students should take a wide range of courses and not merely take classes they need for their careers since knowing about many subjects makes well-balanced, educated people and helps them change careers and solve difficult problems. [Final comment]
 It is important that people continue studying a large number of different subjects.


【开头句】
 有人认为学校应当只教授与学生未来职业密切相关的科目。【总论点】
 而我对此不敢苟同，我认为学校应当教给学生各种不同学科的知识。


【主题句1】
 首先，通过学习各种科目，学生们可以从总体上认识和了解许多不同的专业领域。【主要观点】
 人们需要了解他们所处的世界，而他们可以通过学习不同的学科来做到这一点。【例子】
 就我个人而言，虽然我并不喜欢学校里的所有课程，但是我知道它们的重要性。我永远不会将自然科学作为我的专业，但我认为对化学、生物和物理的学习都是必不可少的。通过学习这些学科，我可以了解自然界的构成和事物的运作。【结尾句】
 这些知识或许并不能满足未来的任何工作，但它们对我成长为一个受过良好教育的人至关重要。


【主题句2】
 此外，我们必须记住，如果一个人对其他学科一知半解甚至一无所知，想转行是非常困难的。【主要观点】
 由于缺少基本知识，人们会发现事实上不可能在放弃原来的职业之后迅速地适应另一个职业。【例子】
 我曾读过一些人成功转行的故事，有的商人转行当了老师，有的科学家变成了老板。幸运的是，他们在学校学习的各种不同的课程让他们具备了一些基础知识，这使得他们能够顺利转行。【结尾句】
 如果人们在学校的时候只学习一门学科，那么即使他们极不喜欢自己选择的职业，实际上也不可能有二次选择的机会。


【主题句3】
 再者，如今的一大趋势是跨学科研究，这要求人们掌握不同领域的知识。【主要观点】
 跨学科研究之所以很受欢迎是因为它使得人们可以运用不同学科的知识来解决他们的问题，如物理和历史、化学和计算机。【例子】
 我曾听说有人成功运用其他学科中的方法解决了某专业领域中的难题。跨学科研究要求人们创造性地思考并用独特的方式解决问题。【结尾句】
 然而，如果人们仅学习有限的专业科目，这种创造性根本无从谈起。


【总结】
 我坚决认为学生的学习不应只以职业为导向，而应该涉及各个领域的课程，因为这样可以让学生接受全面而良好的教育，帮助他们转换职业，解决难题。【结束语】
 继续学习多种不同的科目对于人们来说是非常重要的。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


Some teachers do not assign homework every day but instead give it only once or twice a week. I think this is a mistake. Teachers in every class should definitely assign their students homework to do every day.

First of all, teachers need to ensure that their students are absorbing the material taught in class. Many students claim to have understood their lessons, but, in reality, they have not completely comprehended what was taught. For example, our math teacher used to give us homework every class. However, she stopped doing that one day. This made many students quit paying attention in class. When she gave us a test the other week, lots of students failed, which was something they had never done before. If the teacher had been checking the students' progress with daily homework assignments, they might not have failed the test.

Second, giving homework assignments is a way to teach students extra lessons that were not covered in class. Since there is a limited amount of class time, this enables the students to learn even more. Homework does not have to be solving problems or writing essays. Sometimes it is just reading. By assigning extra reading homework, teachers can have students review information or learn other things not covered during class. By receiving these kinds of assignments daily, students will increase their knowledge dramatically.

Finally, having daily homework assignments will teach students how to work once they graduate. People with jobs must deal with multitasking and daily assignments all the time. My father often works on several different projects at once, and he has deadlines to face every day. By giving their students homework due each day, teachers can prepare their students for the responsibilities they must assume when they get jobs after school.

I strongly feel that teachers should assign daily homework to their students. This will let them know how much their students are learning and prepare the students for the job market. Giving daily homework assignments can clearly do nothing but help students both now and in the future.

有些老师一周只给学生留一两次作业，而不是每天都留。我认为这是一种错误的做法。老师在每堂课上都应当给学生布置当天的家庭作业。

首先，老师应当确保学生对课堂所学知识的掌握。许多学生声称他们听懂了老师在课堂上的讲解，但实际上他们并没有完全理解所学的内容。例如，我的数学老师通常每堂课都布置家庭作业，可是有一天她不再这样做了。这使许多学生开始在课上走神。在一周以后的测验当中，许多人都不及格，他们以前从未不及格。如果这位老师每天都布置家庭作业以检查学生的学习进度，他们也许会及格的。

其次，布置作业能够使学生学到课堂上没有涵盖的知识。由于课堂时间有限，作业可以对课堂教学加以补充。作业的形式不一定非得是解题或者写论文，有时也可以仅仅是阅读。让学生在课外进行阅读，可以帮助他们复习课堂内容，或者学习课堂上没有讲到的知识。如果学生每天都完成这样的家庭作业，他们的知识量将会大大地增加。

最后，每天完成作业对学生未来的职业生涯也有积极的影响。职场人士每天都有工作要做，而且总是要同时做好几件事情。我父亲就经常同时做好几个项目，而且每天都要面临最后的截止期限。通过每天给学生布置家庭作业，老师能够帮助学生准备好面对他们跨出校门走入职场后所必须承担的责任。

我坚决认为老师应当每天给学生布置家庭作业。这将帮助他们了解学生的学习情况，并帮助学生为未来的职场生活做好准备。很明显，每天布置家庭作业无论对学生的现在还是将来都大有好处。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


Students at some schools receive homework assignments every day from all of their teachers. Some people believe this is the best way to learn. I, however, disagree with this approach and feel that students should not be given homework assignments every day.

Students nowadays simply have too much work. The number of classes students are taking these days is higher than ever. In the past, students might only have taken Chinese, history, math, and science. However, now students are taking foreign languages, art, music, computer classes, and other subjects. If students have homework in all of these classes, they will simply get overworked.

In addition, a lot of homework is just busywork that does not teach students anything at all. This means that much homework is just a waste of time for students, who are already too busy. For example, my history teacher enjoys making us read a lot. However, these reading assignments usually are not related to his lectures, and he never goes over them or tests us on them. In short, these homework assignments are just wasting our time. When the homework does not accomplish anything positive, the teacher should not bother to assign it.

Finally, too much homework in a subject actually makes students start to dislike that class. When teachers assign too much work, it creates a negative atmosphere for the students. I have actually experienced this situation. I used to enjoy literature, but my teacher assigned us too much homework. Not only that, but the assignments also took a lot of time. I really started to resent all of this work, which made reading and writing the assignments difficult for me. After a while, I simply came to dislike everything that had to do with literature.

While homework can be important, I do not believe that teachers need to assign it to students every day. Students are already doing too much, and extra homework can create negative feelings in them. Teachers should be more prudent in assigning homework, and, that way, students will respond to their lessons more positively.

在一些学校里，老师们每天都给学生布置家庭作业。有些人认为这是学生学习的最佳途径。而我不这么看，我认为学生不应该每天都有家庭作业。

如今的学生学习任务太多，他们上课的数量比以往任何时候都多。过去，学生可能只需要学习语文、历史、数学以及自然科学。而今天的学生还必须学习外语、美术、音乐、电脑以及许多其他课程。如果每门课的老师都布置作业，那么学生们将不堪重负。

此外，大量的作业只是为了让学生们有事情做，并不能教他们任何知识。这意味着对于本已十分忙碌的学生来说，完成那些作业纯粹是浪费时间。例如，我的历史老师很喜欢布置阅读作业。可是他让我们看的书和他的课堂内容毫无关系，而且他也从不检查或考核我们的完成情况。简言之，这些作业就是在浪费我们的时间。如果做作业对学生没有任何意义，老师就没有必要布置。

最后，某一学科的作业太多会导致学生产生厌学情绪。老师布置太多的作业会在学生中产生一种厌烦消极的气氛。我就曾有过类似的经历。我曾经对文学钟爱有加，可是老师总是给我们布置大量的作业，而且完成这些作业还需要很长时间。我开始对这些作业产生抵触情绪，这导致我很难完成阅读和写作作业。不久以后，我对任何与文学有关的东西都失去了兴趣。

尽管家庭作业很重要，但我认为老师不必天天都布置。学生已经做了很多事了，过多的作业会使他们产生消极情绪。老师在布置作业的时候应当审慎节制，这样学生们才会对学习有积极的回应。



Unit 12　Living & Thinking I



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


have more real-world experience


- give advice on new situations

- e.g. brother getting advice about college


help avoid same mistakes


- ask older person before making big decision

- e.g. choose which summer activity to do


have more experience with relationships


- have had same experience in the past

- e.g. advice on girlfriend problems

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 It is far better to receive advice from friends who are older than you than from peers.


Topic sentence 1
 Older friends have more real-world experience, so their advice has greater value.

- They can give advice on situations others have not experienced.

- e.g. my brother getting advice on which college to attend


Topic sentence 2
 Older people have made mistakes, so they can help their younger friends avoid the same ones.

- It is best to ask older friends before making a big decision.

- e.g. when I had to choose between a baseball team and summer camp


Topic sentence 3
 Older friends have more experience dealing with relationships, so they know how to deal with others very well.

- You can expect an older person to have had the same experiences in the past.

- e.g. helped solve a problem with my girlfriend


Summary
 All in all, the best advice comes from people older than you because they have more experience, can tell you about what mistakes to avoid, and know more about personal relationships.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Everyone needs advice at times, and most people ask their peers for help. However, with age comes a greater variety of life experiences, which give one the wisdom and ability to see things in perspective. [Thesis statement]
 Therefore, it is far better to receive advice from friends who are older than you than from peers.


[Topic sentence 1]
 First, older friends have more real-world experience, so their advice has greater value. [General statement]
 They can indeed give important advice on situations you have not experienced. [Example]
 For example, when deciding what college to attend, my older brother asked his friend in college where he should study. His friend said he should think about the financial aspects, so he suggested finding an inexpensive college where my brother could also get a scholarship. [Closing sentence]
 Thanks to his older friend's advice, my brother could be saved from having a heavy student debt in the future.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Older people have made mistakes, so they can help their younger friends avoid the same ones. [General statement]
 It is often best to ask older friends for their opinion before making a big decision. [Example]
 One time, when I had a choice between playing baseball for the summer and going to a camp for three weeks, I asked my older friend for help. He said they play baseball at summer camp and I would be sad if I did not go there. Once in the past, he had decided not to go to camp and had joined a soccer club instead. All of his friends had a great time at camp while he was miserable playing soccer without them. [Closing sentence]
 His mistake helped me avoid making one myself.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Older friends have more experience dealing with relationships, so they know how to deal with others very well. [General statement]
 You can always expect an older person to have a past experience similar to a situation you are experiencing. [Example]
 My girlfriend was mad at me a while ago, but I was too afraid to ask her why. My older friend said that I should ask her directly and that she would tell me if she really liked me. Everything worked out fine thanks to my friend's advice. [Closing sentence]
 Older people definitely know more about relationships than younger people do.


[Summary]
 All in all, the best advice comes from people older than you because they have more experience, can tell you about what mistakes to avoid, and know more about personal relationships. [Final comment]
 If you ever need advice, just ask someone older what to do.


【开头句】
 谁都有需要别人建议的时候，大多数人选择向同龄人求助。然而，年龄的不断增长带来越来越丰富的人生经历，它使一个人更加明智，对事物有更深刻的洞察力。【总论点】
 因此，向年长的朋友请教远比求助于同龄人收获要多。


【主题句1】
 首先，年长的朋友经历得更多，因此他们的建议更有价值。【主要观点】
 他们确实能够在我们没有经历过的事情上为我们指点迷津。【例子】
 比如说，我哥哥曾向一位正在上大学的朋友请教如何选择大学的问题。那位年长的朋友告诉他，出于经济方面的考虑，他应当选择一所学费较低并且还可以申请到奖学金的大学。【结尾句】
 多亏了那位朋友的建议，我哥哥才没有在后来背上沉重的助学贷款的负担。


【主题句2】
 年长的朋友们犯过一些错误，他们能够帮助我们避免犯同样的错误。【主要观点】
 在做出重大决定之前向年长的朋友请教通常是最好的选择。【例子】
 有一个暑假，我面临两个选择——棒球集训和为期三周的夏令营，我向一位年长的朋友请教。他告诉我在夏令营也可以打棒球，如果错过夏令营，我会感到遗憾的。他就曾经因为要参加一个足球俱乐部而放弃去夏令营。结果，他所有的朋友都在夏令营里度过了一个美好的暑假，而他因为不能和朋友们在一起，感觉踢球变得索然无味。【结尾句】
 他的错误成了我的前车之鉴。


【主题句3】
 年长的朋友在人际关系的处理上有更多的经验，因此他们了解人与人之间的相处之道。【主要观点】
 当我们遇到某种情形时，我们总能够发现年长的朋友曾经经历过类似的情形。【例子】
 前段时间，女友对我大发雷霆，而我被吓坏了，不敢问她生气的原因。一位年长的朋友告诉我应当直接说出心中的疑惑，如果女友真的喜欢我，她会坦率地告诉我。多亏了朋友的建议，事情得以顺利解决。【结尾句】
 年长的朋友在人际关系的处理方面的确比我们同龄人成熟许多。


【总结】
 总之，我们能从年长的朋友那里得到最好的建议，因为他们有更丰富的阅历，能帮助我们少犯错误，还能告诉我们如何与人相处。【结束语】
 当你迷惑不解的时候，记得请年长的朋友为你指点迷津。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


know me better than any others


- give relevant advice

- e.g. classmate's advice on giving science presentation


have same experiences so understand feelings


- empathize more easily

- e.g. couldn't attend school dance


help with problems related exclusively to my age group


- help solve problems together

- e.g. try to decide what to do after high school

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 My friends my age are much better able to give me helpful advice than friends who are a few years older than me.


Topic sentence 1
 My friends the same age know me well, which puts them in the best position to give me advice.

- They are likely to give advice relevant to my situation.

- e.g. classmate's advice on giving a presentation in a science class


Topic sentence 2
 Since my friends my own age have the same experiences as me, they know exactly how I feel about my problems.

- They can empathize with me more easily.

- e.g. when I couldn't attend a school dance because of my parents


Topic sentence 3
 Many times, I have problems that are related exclusively to my age group, so it is natural to turn to my friends for help.

- Friends the same age can help each other solve the same problems.

- e.g. making decisions on life after high school


Summary
 In conclusion, I feel that getting advice from people my own age is best due to the facts that they have the same problems and experiences and know me best.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Sometimes people face difficult situations, so it is necessary to get some advice. I always ask my friends my age what to do. [Thesis sentence]
 My friends my age are much better able to give me helpful advice than people who are a few years older than me.


[Topic sentence 1]
 My friends the same age know me well, which puts them in the best position to give me advice. [General statement]
 This means their advice is more likely to be relevant to my situation. [Example]
 For instance, once I was worried about doing a presentation in a science class because I get nervous speaking in front of others. My classmate knew this, so she told me to imagine I was only talking to her. Her advice kept me calm, and I received an excellent grade. [Closing sentence]
 People who know you well can tailor their advice to fit your specific problem.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Since my friends my own age also have the same experiences as I do, they know exactly how I feel about my problems. [General statement]
 In fact, they can empathize with me more easily. [Example]
 Last year, my parents refused to let me attend a school dance which was supposed to end at midnight because my curfew was 10 p.m. I was so upset, but my best friend, Jin, who is the same age as me, comforted me, saying that he had had the same problem previously, so he could understand my feelings. He also remarked that my parents were only worried about me and wanted me to be safe. I was still not happy, but at least I could see my parents' point of view. [Closing sentence]
 Having similar experiences can help your friends understand you better.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Many times, I have problems that are related exclusively to my age group, so it is natural to turn to my friends for help. [General statement]
 Having the same problem at the same time can be good because everyone can help each other. [Example]
 These days, my friends are all worried about the future since we are finishing high school soon. Some friends want to go to university while others are not sure. We often get together and discuss what to do, which makes everyone feel better afterwards. [Closing sentence]
 It is best to talk to people my own age because we have the same problems.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, I feel that getting advice from people my own age is best due to the facts that they have the same problems and experiences, understand my feelings, and know me best. [Final comment]
 Since they know so much about me, they know which advice will help me solve my problems.


【开头句】
 人们总会遭遇困难的处境，这时他们会需要一些建议。我通常选择同龄人为我出谋划策。【总论点】
 比起比我大几岁的朋友来说，同龄人给我的建议更加有益。


【主题句1】
 同龄朋友非常了解我，因此他们更容易站在我的角度给出建议。【主要观点】
 这意味着他们的建议会更多地考虑我的情况。【例子】
 比如说，我曾经为自然科学课上的一个报告而担心，因为站在大家面前讲话我会紧张。我的一个同学知道我会这样，她让我在发言的时候想象只是在给她一个人讲。她的建议使我能够保持冷静，还拿到了很高的分数。【结尾句】
 了解你的朋友可以按照你的实际情况为你量身打造最适合的建议。


【主题句2】
 由于同龄朋友和我拥有相同的经历，他们非常了解我遇到问题时的感受。【主要观点】
 事实上，他们更容易设身处地地为我着想。【例子】
 去年，学校举办了一场舞会，父母却不让我参加，原因是舞会的结束时间是午夜，而他们规定我晚上10点前必须回家。我非常沮丧，然而我最好的朋友金却安慰我说，他之前也有类似的经历，所以他完全理解我的感受。他还说父母只是担心我的安全。尽管我依然不开心，可至少我明白了父母的想法。【结尾句】
 拥有相似的经历使得同龄的朋友们更加了解我们。


【主题句3】
 很多时候，我会遇到自己这个年龄段特有的问题，因此就会很自然地寻求同龄人的帮助。【主要观点】
 大家在同一时期遇到相同的问题是件好事，因为大家可以互相帮助。【例子】
 这段时间，即将高中毕业的我们都在担心自己的将来。有些朋友打算去大学继续深造，而另一些人则举棋不定。于是大家经常聚在一起讨论下一步的打算，讨论过后每个人都会觉得好受一些。【结尾句】
 由于同龄人有着同样的烦恼，所以彼此之间进行一下交谈是最好不过的了。


【总结】
 总之，我觉得同龄朋友的建议是最好的，因为他们有和我一样的问题和经历，能够明白我的感受，也最了解我。【结束语】
 正因为他们这么了解我，所以他们知道该用什么方法来帮助我解决问题。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


Some people feel that they can do multiple projects at the same time. However, I feel that starting and completing one project at a time is the ideal way to work.

To begin with, concentrating fully on something can be difficult, so it is better to focus on only one thing at a time. In other words, a person should start and finish a project before doing the next in order to concentrate better. There was a time when I had to write two term papers in one week. I took each task one by one and finished the first before starting the second. I ended up getting good scores on both papers. I doubt that would have happened had I written them simultaneously. Finishing one paper before starting the other clearly helped me on those assignments.

I have noticed that confusion often occurs when a person tries to do more than one project at a time. This confusion typically results in poor outcomes for whatever the person is doing. As an example, my friend once had to give both physics and chemistry presentations at school on the same day. He waited too long to prepare them and had to work on them together. He eventually confused physics terms with chemistry terms, so he naturally got bad grades on both presentations. Doing two things at the same time can only lead to confusion.

Lastly, the final result of a project will definitely be better if a person works on only one thing at a time. By working on just one project, the person can give maximum effort on it. I remember preparing for tryouts for the soccer team while also studying for my midterms. I failed to do my best in either task. As a result, I was not picked for the school's soccer team, and I got low scores on my midterms as well. If I had chosen just one thing and then focused on it exclusively, my chances of succeeding would have been much greater.

All in all, completing one project or task before starting another is the ideal course of action to give one's best, avoid confusion, and attain the best results. It is better to wait to finish one project before starting another anew.

一些人认为他们能够同时做很多件事情。但是，我觉得集中精力一次只做一件事情才是最理想的工作方式。

首先，高度集中精力并不容易，因此每次最好只关注一件事情。换句话说，做事情应当一件一件来，以便更好地集中精力。有一次，我需要在一周内完成两篇期末论文。我采取各个击破的战术，最后两篇论文都拿到了理想的分数。我怀疑如果我同时写那两篇论文的话，也许就不是这样的结果了。有先有后的战术让我很好地完成了学习任务。

我注意到，试图同时做好几件事往往会使人陷入混乱。混乱往往导致令人失望的结果。比如说，我的一个朋友曾经要在同一天分别在物理课和化学课上做课堂报告。由于之前耽误了很多时间，他不得不同时准备这两个报告。结果他将物理术语和化学术语混淆了，自然地，两个报告的分数都不高。同时做两件事情只能导致混乱。

最后，一次只专心致志地做一件事情所取得的结果会更令人满意。当一个人只有一个目标时，他可以投入最多的努力。我记得有一次，我在准备期中考试的同时还要备战足球队的选拔赛，最后两件事我都没能做好：没有入选足球队，期中考试的分数也不高。如果当时我能两者选其一并且专心准备的话，成功的机会就会大很多。

总之，做完一件事情再开始另一件才是最理想的做事方式，才能使一个人的能力得到最大程度的发挥，避免混乱，取得最好的结果。做事情最好一件一件来。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


Most people are so busy that there is occasionally too much to do, so they must work on several projects at once. In fact, there are actually many advantages to working on two or more projects simultaneously as opposed merely to doing them one at a time.

Nowadays, there is simply not enough time to work exclusively on one project, so people must often take on two or more tasks together. Indeed, by doing several projects at once, a person can actually save time. For example, once I had to write an article for my school newspaper and study for a Chinese test. I decided to do them both together, so I listened to my Chinese lessons on a CD while writing the article. I did well on the test and submitted the article on time. Sometimes, one can save time by doing activities together and still do them well.

By working on several things at once, I find that I can focus more on the tasks at hand. This serves to enhance my performance, thereby letting me do work better and quicker. Last semester, I had to study for two tests and write a paper on the same night. I was worried about all this work, so I concentrated solely on my schoolwork. I turned off my cell phone, shut down my computer, and stayed in my room until I had completed all those tasks. Being focused exclusively on those projects enabled me to ignore the unimportant things and focus on what was crucial.

Lastly, while doing several things at once can be stressful, doing so successfully can be rewarding. By showing you are capable of multitasking, you can prove your skills and abilities to others. For instance, I volunteer at my school's library. The librarian once asked me to do two things simultaneously: catalog all the new books and complete a plan for a reading project for children. I managed to finish both jobs on time, which impressed the librarian so much that she recommended me for a summer job at the local library. Showing people you can do good work will always benefit you in the future.

In conclusion, doing several projects at once can save time, enhance one's performance, and be rewarding in the benefits one receives. While multitasking might not be for everyone, I have found it to be an enjoyable and beneficial experience.

大多数人都十分忙碌，有很多事做不过来，因此他们往往不得不同时处理好几件事。事实上，相对于各个击破来说，齐头并进的做事方式有许多优点。

如今，人们没有足够的时间一件一件地处理事情，因此他们往往需要同时应付好几件。实际上，同时做几份工作的确可以节省时间。比如说，有一次我要为校报撰写一篇文章，同时还要准备语文考试。我决定两件事情一起进行，所以我一边用CD听语文课，一边写文章。最后，我考得不错，也按时交了稿。有时候，同时处理几件事情既可以节省时间，也不会影响工作质量。

我发现同时处理几件事情可以让自己更加集中精力。这可以提高我的工作效率，让我做得更快更好。上个学期的某个晚上，我必须准备两场考试，还要写一篇论文。我对此很担心，因此决定集中精力全力以赴。我关掉了手机，拔掉了电脑电源，待在房间里坚持奋战到完成所有任务。集中精力在那些项目上使我完全忽略了不重要的事情，只集中于最重要的事情。

最后，尽管同时做几件事情会有压力，但如果成功的话收获也会很大。通过展示你完成多项任务的能力，你可以向大家证实你的技能和能力。比如说，我在学校的图书馆做义工。有一次图书馆馆长让我同时做两件事：给新书分类以及做一个儿童读书计划。我努力按时完成了这两份工作，给馆长留下了深刻的印象，之后她推荐我暑期去当地图书馆工作。向人们展示你的工作能力对你未来的发展总是十分有利的。

总之，同时做几件事情可以节省时间，还可以让人有更好的表现，更能获得令人满意的收获。尽管并不是每个人都适合同时处理几件事，但我个人觉得这种做事方式是令人开心且受益的。



Unit 13　Family & Society



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


no need to rely on family members for help


- extended family → not crucial for survival today

- e.g. my uncle living alone with no problem


no need to rely on extended family for household chores


- can use paid services to take care of needs

- e.g. parents sending children to daycare centers


extended family members live too far away


- cannot influence other family members

- e.g. my grandparents living far away from my family

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 Extended families are clearly less important now than they used to be.


Topic sentence 1
 These days, it is much easier for a person to live alone and not rely upon any family members for help.

- In the past, extended family members were crucial to people's survival, but not now.

- e.g. my uncle living alone with no problem


Topic sentence 2
 While people often relied upon extended family members to take care of various household chores in the past, this is simply not the case anymore.

- People can use various services to take care of their needs.

- e.g. parents sending their children to daycare centers


Topic sentence 3
 Most extended family members live too far away from one another to be of any use both in general and in times of need.

- They cannot influence others if they are not around.

- e.g. my grandparents living far away from my family


Summary
 Because people can survive living alone, can employ others to do important chores, and do not live close to many extended family members, it is clear that extended family members are not nearly as important as they once were.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 In the past, people made great use of their extended families to help improve their lives. [Thesis statement]
 However, this is not the case anymore as extended families are clearly less important now than they used to be.


[Topic sentence 1]
 These days, it is much easier for a person to live alone and not rely upon any family members for help. [General statement]
 In the past, extended family members were crucial to people's survival since most of them lived on farms and needed much physical labor to cultivate the land. But this is not the case nowadays. [Example]
 For example, my uncle lives alone in a big city and works for a bank. Most of his work involves dealing with figures, reports, and records. He gets paid enough to make a living. He does not require any of his family members' assistance to“survive.”[Closing sentence]
 This is a tremendous change from times in the past.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Furthermore, while people often relied upon extended family members to take care of various household chores in the past, this is simply not the case anymore. [General statement]
 Instead, people can employ various services to take care of all their needs. [Example]
 In the past, a grandmother or aunt might have helped to take care of the children in a family. However, parents now merely send their children to daycare centers. This is what my parents did for us when my brother and I were growing up. [Closing sentence]
 Duties and chores once done by extended family members are being replaced by people in paid positions.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, most extended family members live too far away from one another to be of any use both in general and in times of need. [General statement]
 A person who is not around cannot have any influence on the other members of his or her family. [Example]
 While my grandparents are wonderful, loving people, they live several hours away from us. We typically only see them on holidays or occasions like weddings or funerals. They have virtually no influence on me or anyone in my family. [Closing sentence]
 While this was not the case in the past, it is definitely true for many people today.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, because people can survive living alone, can employ others to do important chores, and do not live close to many extended family members, it is clear that extended family members are not nearly as important as they once were. [Final comment]
 Additionally, I find it likely that this trend will continue and that extended family members' influences will continue to decrease.


【开头句】
 过去，人们在很大程度上依赖家族力量改善自己的生活。【总论点】
 然而，如今的情况不再是这样了，大家庭的作用比以前削弱了不少。


【主题句1】
 今天，人们更能够自力更生而不依赖家人。【主要观点】
 过去，家族成员对于人们的生存至关重要，主要是因为那时的人们大都以农业为生，需要大量的劳动力来耕种土地。但是现在情况不一样了。【例子】
 比如说，我叔叔独自一人在一座大城市里生活，在银行工作。他的主要任务就是处理各种图表、报告和记录。他赚的钱足够生活，不需要任何亲戚施以援手。【结尾句】
 现在的情况与过去相比的确有很大不同。


【主题句2】
 此外，过去人们常常需要家族成员来帮忙料理家务，而现在情况完全不同了。【主要观点】
 人们可以花钱雇用别人为自己服务。【例子】
 过去，家族里的女性需要帮助照料孩子。然而，如今的父母会把孩子送到托儿所。我的父母就是这样把我和哥哥抚养长大的。【结尾句】
 过去由家人料理的家务现在都可以付费请人完成。


【主题句3】
 最后，多数家族成员彼此相隔甚远，平时或需要帮助的时候是无法及时相互帮忙的。【主要观点】
 如果不在身边，一个人就无法对其家庭成员产生影响。【例子】
 尽管我的祖父母是那么善良和蔼，可是他们离我家有好几个小时的路程。一般我们只能在一些节日或者特殊场合，如婚礼或葬礼上，才能看到他们。我们的生活几乎没有交集。【结尾句】
 尽管过去不是这样的，但现在对许多人来说情况就是如此。


【总结】
 总之，由于人们现在可以独立谋生，可以雇用别人来料理家务，再加上家族成员相互又住得很远，因此他们对于彼此的重要性不如以前了。【结束语】
 此外，我发现这一趋势还将继续下去，家族成员之间的相互影响会继续减少。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


form a tight-knit social group


- consult with other members before making decisions

- e.g. family gatherings → give & get advice


live with other family members & play important roles at home


- become important part of the family

- e.g. grandma's contributions to my family


use connections to help other members in need


- important for networking

- e.g. father's help with cousin getting a job

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I believe that the extended family is just as important to people nowadays as it was in the past.


Topic sentence 1
 In my country, extended family members form a tight-knit social group that is tremendously important.

- People often consult with their extended family members before making decisions.

- e.g. my extended family gatherings


Topic sentence 2
 Many extended family members live with other family members, playing important roles at home.

- They can become an important part of the family.

- e.g. my grandmother's contributions in my family


Topic sentence 3
 Extended family members have extensive connections, so they can provide crucial help to others in times of need.

- They can provide a network for other family members.

- e.g. my father's help with my cousin's getting hired


Summary
 I feel that extended families are still of great importance these days thanks to their ability to provide good advice, to help take care of other family members, and to provide a network for others.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Numerous claims have been made lately that the extended family is not as important now as it was in the past. [Thesis statement]
 I, however, disagree with this contention and instead believe that it is just as important to people nowadays.


[Topic sentence 1]
 For one, in my country, extended family members still form a tight-knit social group that is tremendously important. [General statement]
 Many people do not make crucial decisions in their lives until consulting with various members of their extended families. [Example]
 For example, my extended family often get together several times a year, especially on holidays. During these times, each family member talks to the others about what is going on in his or her life. The grandparents, aunts, uncles, and even cousins then offer their opinions and give advice on what they think each person should do. [Closing sentence]
 Assistance like this has helped extended families retain their importance.


[Topic sentence 2]
 In addition, many extended family members live with other family members, playing important roles at home. [General statement]
 Rather than merely taking up space, these extended family members become vital family members. [Example]
 My grandmother lives with my family. She provides invaluable help to everyone. She helps my mother with the cooking, especially on days when she is tired from her job. My grandmother also helps clean the house and raise my younger sister. [Closing sentence]
 Without her, our home would be chaotic.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Last of all, extended family members have extensive connections, so they can provide crucial help to others in times of need. [General statement]
 When an extended family is big, it provides ample opportunity for its members to take advantage of this network. In my country, personal connections are incredibly important in all facets of society. [Example]
 One of my cousins just got hired because my father knew his employer and recommended him for the job. Without that personal connection, my cousin would probably still be seeking employment in what is currently a tight job market. [Closing sentence]
 Thanks to extensive networking, extended family members can prove their value time and time again.


[Summary]
 I feel that extended families are still of great importance these days thanks to their ability to provide good advice, to help take care of other family members, and to provide a network for others. [Final comment]
 In many countries, like my own, people can use their extensive families to get ahead in their lives.


【开头句】
 现在许多人都认为大家庭的作用不像以前那么重要了。【总论点】
 而我不同意这种观点，我认为大家庭在今天人们的生活中依然扮演着重要的角色。


【主题句1】
 首先，在我的国家，家族成员依然组成紧密联系、非常重要的社会群体。【主要观点】
 许多人在做出重要决定之前都会询问家族成员们的建议。【例子】
 比如说，我的亲戚们一年之中会有几次聚会，尤其是在过节的时候。期间，大家会相互诉说自己的生活情况。祖父母、妯娌、叔伯、堂兄弟姐妹们会相互提出观点和建议。【结尾句】
 这种相互帮助保持了大家庭的重要性。


【主题句2】
 此外，许多家族成员住在一起，在家庭中扮演重要角色。【主要观点】
 除了占有一席空间，他们还是家里重要的一分子。【例子】
 我的祖母和我们住在一起。她给予家里的每个人很大的帮助。她帮妈妈做饭，特别是在妈妈工作很累的时候。她还帮着整理房间和照看我妹妹。【结尾句】
 要是没有她，整个家都会乱套。


【主题句3】
 最后，家族成员都有各自的社会关系，他们能够在家人需要的时候利用这些关系及时地提供帮助。【主要观点】
 对于大家族来说，家族成员们有更多的机会利用家族的关系网。在我的国家，人际关系在社会的方方面面都非常重要。【例子】
 我的一个堂兄最近找到了工作，因为我父亲认识雇主并推荐了他。如果没有这层私人关系，他或许现在还在竞争激烈的就业市场中苦苦寻觅。【结尾句】
 家族关系网使家族成员的价值一次次显现出来。


【总结】
 我认为，大家庭对今天的人们来说依然非常重要，家族成员能够向彼此提出好的建议，彼此照顾，利用各自的社会关系为彼此提供必要的帮助。【结束语】
 在许多国家，比如我国，人们能够借助大家庭的力量使自己生活得更好。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


The last several decades have seen a decline in parental influence on their children. In fact, it seems that the more children watch movies and television and get influenced by people outside the home, the more their parents lose control over them.

Nowadays, children and teens are often searching for role models other than their parents to imitate. They naturally look to celebrities like singers, movie stars, and athletes to be their guides. For example, many high school students like to dress in the latest fashions that have been made popular by various celebrities. They even cut their hair like famous people or say the same things as them. Parents simply cannot compete with these stars when it comes to influencing their children.

Many television shows, movies, and video games have high levels of violent content and bad language, which greatly influence young people watching them. Children have begun acting badly based upon what they have seen on various media. My younger cousin got in trouble at school for kicking some other students. When asked why he did it, he responded that he had been imitating his favorite cartoon character. He had seen this behavior and decided to act similarly. His parents had enormous difficulties getting him to stop. This showed me that TV shows can be more influential than parents.

Finally, young people often feel like they have nothing in common with their parents, so their parents' influence in their lives decreases. Young people think their parents do not understand them as well as their friends do. For example, many parents are not as proficient as their children are at using modern technology. They might not even know how to surf the Internet or use an MP3 player. This gap in knowledge makes it very hard for them to find common ground with their parents.

In conclusion, modern media and the world of technology have much stronger influences on young people than their parents do. As young people get more absorbed in television, movies, celebrities, and their friends, parents should expect to continue losing more control over their children.

过去的几十年中，父母对孩子们的影响力逐渐下降。事实上，似乎孩子们看电影和电视越多，受到来自外界的影响越大，父母对他们约束力就越弱。

如今的孩子更加倾向于模仿父母以外的榜样。他们通常会选择一些名人，如歌星、影星或著名运动员作为模仿对象。比如，许多高中生在穿着方面紧跟潮流，而潮流的制造者正是那些名人。他们甚至留着和名人相同的发型，说着和名人相同的话。父母对于孩子的影响力往往不及这些名人。

很多影视作品和视频游戏含有限制级的暴力内容和粗俗的语言，这给青少年带来了极大的不良影响。孩子们模仿他们在各种媒体上所看到的，行为开始变坏。我的表弟因为在学校踢别的同学而遇到麻烦。当问及这么做的原因时，他说他是在模仿他喜爱的卡通人物。电视里的内容成了他模仿的对象。而他的父母对此也无能为力。这让我意识到电视节目比起父母来说对青少年有更大的影响力。

最后，青少年经常认为自己和父母没有任何共同语言，这也导致了父母对他们生活的影响力下降。他们通常觉得父母不如朋友们了解自己。比如说，大多数父母往往对现代科技不够了解，甚至不会上网，不会使用MP3。这种知识上的差距使他们和父母之间非常难以找到共同话题。

总之，比起父母来说，现代传媒以及科技世界更加深刻地影响着年轻人。随着年轻人越来越多地受到电视、电影、名人和他们朋友的影响，父母对于孩子的影响力还将继续下降。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


Many believe that outside influences have stronger effects on young people than their parents do. This, however, is a mistaken belief. I am convinced that parents still exercise a greater influence over their children than anyone or anything else and have not lost control over them.

Children's earliest and most important influences come from their parents. So parents are integral to the development of the child's understanding of the world. When I was still very young, my parents began teaching me many different things. Among these were ethics and a sense of right and wrong. They taught me what was right to do and what I should not do. I have kept those lessons with me even to this day, and I try to live my life by those standards.

We must also remember that parents are the ones who control what their children see and do. They can make sure that their children are watching acceptable shows and doing proper activities so long as they supervise their children. For example, my parents always let me know which television programs I was allowed to watch. If they did not think a certain program was appropriate, then they would not permit me to watch it. When parents exercise more control over what their children watch and do, then they are able to influence their children tremendously.

Finally, children often look up to their parents as important influences in their lives. So parents need to act like better role models for their children. When children see their parents doing something, they automatically assume that it is correct behavior. My parents never drank, smoked, or used bad language in front of me, so they were very positive role models for me. This way, I never picked up any negative influences from them. By acting properly in front of their children, parents can make sure that they influence their children in a positive manner.

Children are greatly influenced by their parents, who teach them early in life, control their activities, and serve as positive role models. While other factors can be influential, parents are still the most important influences in their children's lives.

许多人认为外界对孩子的影响力比父母的更大。其实，这是一种错误的看法。我相信父母依然对孩子有着重要的影响，这种影响力超过其他任何人、任何事，父母并没有失去对孩子的约束力。

父母对孩子的影响是最早的也是最重要的，正是父母帮助孩子不断地认识这个世界。在我很小的时候，父母就开始教我很多不同的东西。其中包括伦理道德和是非观。他们告诉我该做什么，不该做什么。那些教导至今仍留在我的心中，成为我的生活准则。

我们也必须记住，正是父母控制着孩子的眼界和行为。只要孩子在他们的监护范围内，他们就会确保孩子们只看健康的影视节目以及遵守正确的行为规范。比如我的父母就经常告诉我什么电视才是我可以看的。如果他们认为哪个节目不适合我看，那么他们将不会允许我去看。当父母对孩子的所见和所为有着很强的约束力的时候，他们对孩子的影响将是极为深刻的。

最后，孩子们经常会将他们的父母看作生活中具有重要影响的人物。因此父母需要尽量为孩子树立更好的榜样。每当孩子们看着父母的行为时，他们会很自然地认为那种行为是对的。我的父母从不在我面前抽烟、喝酒或者讲脏话，因此他们对我的影响是非常正面的。因此，我从未从他们那里受到什么负面影响。通过在孩子面前保持正确的行为，父母就可以确保以积极的方式去影响孩子。

父母是孩子最早的老师，对孩子有约束力，而且还能够给孩子树立良好的榜样，他们对孩子的影响十分深刻。因此，尽管孩子们的生活也会受到其他因素的影响，但来自父母的依然是最重要的。



Unit 14　Business & Economy



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


better performance


- high job satisfaction = better employees

- e.g. brother's working experience at a fast-food restaurant


job satisfaction → meaningful job


- meaningful job → more enjoyable

- e.g. uncle: not satisfied → his wife: satisfied


less stress from work


- happiness can cure stress

- e.g. mother loves job so has no stress

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 It seems apparent that being happy with one's job is much more important than having a high salary.


Topic sentence 1
 Doing a job you enjoy makes a difference in how well you perform it.

- High job satisfaction creates better workers.

- e.g. my brother's experience working at a fast-food restaurant


Topic sentence 2
 Being satisfied with your job makes it more meaningful than any amount of money ever could.

- Meaningful work makes a job more enjoyable.

- e.g. My uncle is not satisfied with his job, but his wife is.


Topic sentence 3
 People who are happy at work have much less stress than those who dislike their jobs.

- Happiness is a great cure for stress.

- e.g. My mother loves her job so rarely feels stress.


Summary
 It is more important to be happy at a job because enjoying working, being satisfied with one's job, and having less stress are all more valuable than earning a large salary.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Most people love having jobs where they earn a lot of money. Unfortunately, they do not always enjoy doing these jobs. [Thesis statement]
 It seems apparent that being happy with one's job is much more important than having a high salary.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Doing a job you enjoy, no matter what the salary is, makes a difference in how well you perform it. [General statement]
 In other words, having high job satisfaction can help you become a better worker. [Example]
 This summer, my brother worked as a part-timer at a fast-food restaurant; however, he could not stand serving various customers, especially young children. All he thought about was when he would finish and get to go home. Because he did not like his job, he was not very good at it, and many customers often complained about the service he provided. [Closing sentence]
 Not being happy with one's job frequently results in poor work.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Being satisfied with your job makes it more meaningful than any amount of money ever could. [General statement]
 In fact, if one thinks he or she is employed in a meaningful job, going to work every day will get so much easier. [Example]
 My uncle is an advertising executive, and his wife is a teacher. He makes a lot more money than her, but he is not very happy at his job. Every morning, he feels like he goes to war since he is pressured to compete with rival companies and even with his colleagues. His wife, on the other hand, is totally fulfilled by her job despite the fact that she makes a small salary. She always finds it pleasant to go to teach her pupils. [Closing sentence]
 It just proves that job satisfaction is more crucial to happiness than a high salary.


[Topic sentence 3]
 People who are happy at work have much less stress than those who dislike their jobs. [General statement]
 Happiness is definitely one of the best cures for stress. [Example]
 When I take the subway to school every morning, I often hear people complaining about their jobs. They complain about their hours, bosses, and salaries. They have too much stress. My mother, a daycare center worker, on the other hand, loves her job and rarely has any stress. [Closing sentence]
 This seems to make her much happier and healthier than most people.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, it is more important to be happy at a job because enjoying working, being satisfied with one's job, and having less stress are all more valuable than earning a large salary. [Final comment]
 When choosing a profession, people should do what they enjoy, not what pays the most.


【开头句】
 大多数人喜欢从事薪水较高的工作。然而不幸的是，他们并不一定喜欢这些工作。【总论点】
 显然，工作时获得的快乐远比高薪更加重要。


【主题句1】
 做自己喜欢的工作，无论薪水多少，都会使人们的工作表现大有不同。【主要观点】
 换句话说，对工作有较大的满足感会让我们变成更加优秀的员工。【例子】
 这个暑假，我弟弟在一家快餐店做兼职，可是他无法忍受为各式各样的顾客提供服务，尤其是小孩子。他每时每刻都在想什么时候能下班然后赶快回家。由于他不喜欢这份工作，他的表现也不尽如人意，许多顾客常常对他的服务充满了抱怨。【结尾句】
 对工作的不满往往会导致糟糕的表现。


【主题句2】
 工作时获得的满足感比起高薪来说会让工作变得更加有意义。【主要观点】
 事实上，如果人们认为自己从事的工作是有意义的，他们会很乐意每天去上班。【例子】
 我舅舅是广告经理人，他的妻子是老师。舅舅赚的钱远远多过他妻子，可是他在工作时并不是很快乐。每天早上去上班，对他来说就像是上战场一样，因为他的压力很大，他要跟对手公司甚至还要和公司同事进行竞争。相反，他的妻子尽管薪水不高却十分享受自己的工作。因为她发现给学生讲课总是让她感到很愉快。【结尾句】
 这说明，工作的满足感比高薪更能给人们带来快乐。


【主题句3】
 喜欢自己工作的人比起其他人来说，承受的压力要小很多。【主要观点】
 快乐往往是克服压力的良药之一。【例子】
 每天早上我坐地铁去上学时，经常听到人们抱怨他们的工作。他们抱怨工作时间、抱怨老板、抱怨薪水。他们有很大压力。相反，我的母亲在托儿所工作，她很爱她的工作，也很少感到有压力。【结尾句】
 这使她比别人要快乐和健康得多。


【总结】
 总之，工作快乐更加重要，因为工作中的享受和满足感以及较小的压力比高工资更加宝贵。【结束语】
 当选择职业时，人们应当首先考虑哪些工作是自己喜欢做的，而不是看哪些工作的薪水多。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


need money to stay out of debt


- short of money → go into debt

- e.g. brother's credit card debt


parents need to provide for their children


- buy everything children need

- e.g. Mom & Dad - sent children to college


need money for retirement years


- money = safety net after retirement

- e.g. grandpa no longer has to work

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 Even if one is not happy with his or her job, having a job that provides high compensation is crucial to be able to pay for all of the important things in life.


Topic sentence 1
 Since the prices of basic goods rise every year, a person needs a good salary to remain out of debt.

- Without enough money, people have to go into debt.

- e.g. my brother's credit card debt because of his low salary


Topic sentence 2
 The primary goal of all parents is to protect and provide for their children, so it is imperative that parents make enough money to do so.

- Parents need high-paying jobs to pay for everything their children need.

- e.g. My parents had to make enough money to send my siblings to good colleges.


Topic sentence 3
 People must have enough money for retirement.

- High salaries can provide safety nets in retirement years.

- e.g. My grandfather is retired and has enough money not to work anymore.


Summary
 Making a lot of money tops being happy with one's job in importance since money helps people remain out of debt, provide for their children, and prepare for retirement.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 The world is getting more expensive, so people need enough money to enjoy their lives. [Thesis statement]
 Even if one is not happy with his or her job, having a job that provides high compensation is crucial to be able to pay for all of the important things in life.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Since the prices of basic goods rise every year, a person needs a good salary to remain out of debt. [General statement]
 People cannot live without money, so, if they do not make enough, they may have to pay for goods by borrowing money. [Example]
 My older brother has a fairly low salary, so he is always using his credit cards. Now, he has a huge amount of debt to pay off, which may take years for him to do. [Closing sentence]
 In his case, earning more money would have helped him stay out of credit card debt.


[Topic sentence 2]
 The primary goal of all parents is to protect and provide for their children, so it is imperative that parents make enough money to do so. [General statement]
 Having a high-paying job will ensure that parents can buy everything their children need. [Example]
 Both of my parents worked at jobs they did not enjoy, but they recognized the need to make those sacrifices to help raise my brother, sister, and me. They made sure they had enough money to send my brother and sister to good colleges, and they hope to do the same for me. [Closing sentence]
 Without their working at those jobs, this would not have been possible.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, people must have enough money for retirement. [General statement]
 This makes high salaries integral to providing a safety net for people's retirement years. [Example]
 For instance, my grandfather worked at a company for over forty years. It was not always fun, but it paid him enough in salary and retirement benefits. He is in his seventies now and will never have to work or worry about money again. [Closing sentence]
 All his years of working have enabled him to relax and have fun for the remainder of his life.


[Summary]
 Making a lot of money tops being happy with one's job in importance since money helps people remain out of debt, provide for their children, and prepare for retirement. [Final comment]
 In short, while money does not always buy happiness, it can make life more comfortable.


【开头句】
 如今，消费水平越来越高，人们需要足够的钱来享受人生。【总论点】
 即使我们不喜欢自己的工作，拥有一份使我们能够买到生活中所有重要的东西的高薪也是至关重要的。


【主题句1】
 由于生活必需品每年都在涨价，人们需要高薪来保持收支平衡。【主要观点】
 离开钱人们无法生存，因此如果赚的不够多，也许就要靠借债来生活。【例子】
 例如，我哥哥的薪水很低，因此他经常使用信用卡。现在他已经欠下了一大笔债，也许要花几年的时间才能还清。【结尾句】
 在这种情况下，只有高薪才能帮他摆脱信用卡危机。


【主题句2】
 所有父母都把保护和抚养孩子作为自己最重要的任务，为了达到这一目的，他们必须赚足够的钱。【主要观点】
 高薪的工作使父母能够给孩子购买各种所需。【例子】
 我的父母都不喜欢他们目前的工作，但是他们很清楚如果他们想要养活我和哥哥姐姐，就必须做出牺牲。他们赚到了足够的钱，供哥哥姐姐上了好大学，而且他们希望我也能有这样的机会。【结尾句】
 如果他们没有现在的工作，这些就都是不可能的。


【主题句3】
 最后，人们需要为自己的退休做好足够的储备。【主要观点】
 这使高薪成为人们退休生活的安全保障。【例子】
 比如说，我的祖父在一家公司供职长达40多年。尽管工作并不总是让他开心，但却给他提供了足够的薪水以及养老福利。现在他已经70多岁了，再也不必去工作，也不用担心钱的问题。【结尾句】
 几十年的努力工作让他可以在退休之后高枕无忧、轻松愉快地生活。


【总结】
 较高的薪水可以使我们远离债务、抚养子女以及为退休做储蓄，因此挣多些钱比寻求工作满足感更为重要。【结束语】
 简言之，尽管钱不总是能买到快乐，却能使我们过上更舒适的生活。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


Some people prefer to be alone, especially when they are working. As a general rule, however, humans need to have contact with others in their places of employment in order to be as productive as possible.

Most people prefer to be around other employees in the office to provide companionship. In fact, the majority of people are simply more comfortable when surrounded by others. My sister worked part-time during summer vacation last year, and she thoroughly enjoyed her job. She told me that her favorite part was the camaraderie between all of her coworkers. They felt like they were a team, so they often did lots of things together, both in and out of the office. By being around others, she was able to work in a more comfortable environment.

In addition, doing projects alone can be time-consuming, so it is often better to collaborate with one's coworkers. This will ensure that the chances of failure decrease. My father works closely with five other employees at his company. Whenever they have a project, everyone works together. This lets them work more efficiently and faster. Also, they are able to catch others' mistakes, so their work is as error-free as possible. Doing things together has helped my father become a better employee.

There is a greater possibility of improving one's work situation by working together with a group of people. People can get promoted faster or make better connections if they have more coworkers. My uncle got promoted to manager recently because his immediate boss became the president of the company. He liked the work my uncle had done when they were together, so he gave my uncle a promotion. In this case, having a connection with a coworker was quite beneficial to my uncle.

Providing companionship, enabling cooperation on projects, and improving one's work situation are all reasons why it is better for people to work alongside of others. It is clear that working with others makes many positive results.

一些人喜欢独处，尤其是在工作的时候。然而，按照常规来说，人们还是需要在工作单位与其他人处好关系以提高工作效率。

大多数人都愿意与办公室里的同事多接触，与他们成为朋友。事实上，大多数人在有他人陪伴时会感到更加舒服。我姐姐去年暑假的时候去做兼职，做得非常开心。她告诉我她最喜欢的就是她和同事之间建立起来的情谊。大家感觉就像一个团队，无论是上班期间还是下班以后，他们常常一起做很多事。通过与其他同事友好相处，她能够在更加和谐的环境中工作。

此外，一个人完成任务可能太耗费时间，因此最好选择与其他同事合作。这将使失败的几率大大减小。在公司里，我父亲和另外五位同事紧密合作。每当开始一个项目，大家就齐心协力一起工作。这提高了他们的工作效率和速度，同时还能够互相发现错误，因此他们的工作很少出错。与他人合作令父亲的工作表现更加出色。

与他人合作还能对一个人的职业发展起到积极作用。如果能够认识更多的同事，人们就会更快得到提升或者建立更大的关系网。我的叔叔最近被提拔为经理，因为他原先的直属上司当上了公司的总裁，他很满意叔叔在他们合作期间的工作表现，于是给叔叔提供了这次机会。由此可见，叔叔因为与同事建立了良好的合作关系而获益不少。

与他人合作是更好的选择，可以让一个人收获友谊、促进在工作中与他人的合作、得到更好的职业发展机会。很明显，合作能带来很多好的结果。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


While people typically enjoy having contact with others at their workplaces, this is not true for everyone. In my opinion, working by oneself offers several advantages over working with a group of people.

First, working alone enables people to save a lot more time than they would when working with others. When people are together in an office, much time can get wasted. My father always complains about the unproductive meetings he has to attend at his company. He notes that people do not usually talk much about anything important. Those meetings are just big wastes of time. If he worked alone, he could eliminate all of these unnecessary meetings, thereby saving himself more time to do more productive things.

Working alone gives people complete control over their work and enables them to enact their own ideas. Many people love to be able to express their own views at work. For example, many graphic designers and computer programmers seek the employment which allows them as much latitude as possible in their work. They want to control what they do and how they do it. If they had to work with others, they would not have so much freedom to choose how they do their jobs. By working alone, they can guarantee that they become more creative and their thoughts and ideas are implemented.

Finally, working alone can often guarantee the quality of the finished work. In fact, working with others diminishes the quality of the work too often. There is a saying that reads,“Too many cooks spoil the broth.”If too many people have input on a project, the end result will be negative because everybody has different thoughts, and, in many cases, nobody wants to take responsibility for the work done. However, if someone does everything by himself, he can be sure that his work will at least meet his own personal standards.

To conclude, working alone can allow people to save time, express their own opinions, and guarantee the quality of their work. It is therefore not surprising that a large number of people prefer to work alone than with others.

尽管大多数人都喜欢和办公室里的同事一起工作，但有些人例外。在我看来，独自工作比起与他人合作来说有以下几个方面的优势。

首先，独自工作比起与他人合作更能够节省时间。办公室里人太多可能会导致时间无法被充分利用。我父亲常常抱怨说他不得不去公司参加一些毫无效率的会议。他注意到人们在会上通常是谈论很多无关紧要的事情。那些会议纯粹是在浪费时间。如果是他一个人工作，就能避免所有这些毫无意义的会议，节省时间，以便更有效率地工作。

独自工作给人以充分的自由，人们可以把自己的想法付诸实践。许多人都喜欢在工作中表达自己的想法。比方说，很多平面设计人员和软件工程师都喜欢选择自由度尽可能大的工作。他们喜欢自己决定做什么、怎么做。如果一定要和他人一起工作，他们就没有那么多自由选择如何做自己的工作。独立的工作方式是他们创意的保障，也使他们得以实施自己的想法和理念。

最后，独自工作可以保证所完成的工作的质量。事实上，合作往往会导致工作质量变差。有句老话说道，“厨子多了烧坏汤”。如果太多的人参与到一个项目当中，工作效果可能会不尽如人意，因为人人都有不同的想法，并且许多情况下没有人愿意为所做的工作承担责任。然而，如果一个人独立完成所有的工作，他至少能保证工作达到了他个人的标准。

总之，独自工作可以让人们节省时间、表达自己的想法以及保证工作质量。因此，许多人自然而然地更喜欢独自工作，而不是与他人合作。



Unit 15　Culture & Leisure I



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


artists give inspiration to people


- represent nations' cultures

- e.g. Beethoven, Mozart, Van Gogh, & Rembrandt


arts = outlets to relieve people of stress


- turn to arts when want to relax

- e.g. my family's attending cultural events


arts = part of children's school educations


- art & music → schools' core curriculums

- e.g. my art field trip

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 Instead, governments should focus upon spending money on the arts because the payoffs are much greater than those found in athletics.


Topic sentence 1
 Through their creation of the arts, some people become larger-than-life inspirations to everyone, so governments need to support these people as much as possible.

- Artists represent their nations' cultures.

- e.g. Beethoven, Mozart, Van Gogh, and Rembrandt


Topic sentence 2
 People need outlets like the arts to relieve themselves from the stresses of daily life.

- People turn to the arts when they want to relax.

- e.g. my family's attending many government-sponsored cultural events


Topic sentence 3
 Since the arts are a fundamental part of children's educations, the government must continue to provide funding for them.

- Art and music are part of schools' core curriculums.

- e.g. my art field trip to look at Renaissance paintings


Summary
 Funding for the arts should be a priority over funding for athletics because the arts can create cultural icons, help people relieve their stress, and add to children's educations.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Governments have limited resources for arts and sports funding, and that money is often misspent on things like athletics and Olympic teams. [Thesis statement]
 Instead, governments should focus upon spending money on the arts because the payoffs are much greater than those found in athletics.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Through their creation of the arts, some people become larger-than-life inspirations to everyone, so governments need to support these people as much as possible. [General statement]
 Artists often serve as representatives of a nation's culture. [Example]
 For example, great composers and other artists, such as Beethoven, Mozart, Van Gogh, and Rembrandt, are cultural icons in their home countries, and their genius is recognized worldwide. Without funding for art schools, orchestras, operas, and plays, future icons would have nowhere to improve their work. [Closing sentence]
 By providing funding for the arts, governments can ensure a steady flow of cultural icons.


[Topic sentence 2]
 People need outlets like the arts to relieve themselves from the stresses of daily life. [General statement]
 When seeking stress relievers, many people turn to the arts for both entertainment and relaxation. [Example]
 My family often attends cultural events such as concerts, plays, and exhibitions at local museums, most of which are public-funded. Appreciating music and paintings really help me get relieved of the stress from my studies. [Closing sentence]
 Without the benefit of government funding, my family would be deprived of wonderful cultural opportunities, and I would lose some very valuable stress relievers.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Since the arts are a fundamental part of children's educations, the government must continue to provide funding for them. [General statement]
 All children take art and music classes in schools, so they are a part of the core curriculums. [Example]
 I remember once that my art class took a field trip to the local art gallery where the city was sponsoring an exhibition of Renaissance paintings. I saw some of the most amazing art thanks to the generosity of our government. [Closing sentence]
 Without this kind of opportunity to experience the arts, my firsthand education in this field would have been lacking.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, funding for the arts should be a priority over funding for athletics because the arts can create cultural icons, help people relieve their stress, and add to children's educations. [Final comment]
 While events like the Olympics come only every four years, the arts last forever.


【开头句】
 政府对艺术和体育的投资十分有限，而这些有限的资金往往被浪费在举办体育赛事和培养奥运团队上。【总论点】
 其实，政府应当更注重在艺术方面的投资，因为艺术创作的回报远远大于体育运动。


【主题句1】
 通过艺术创作，一些艺术家对每个人来说都是一种印象深刻的激励，因此政府应当尽量支持他们。【主要观点】
 艺术家往往代表了一个国家的文化。【例子】
 比方说，伟大的作曲家以及其他艺术家，如贝多芬、莫扎特、凡·高、伦勃朗等，都是他们各自国家的文化标志，他们的天赋为世人所赏识。如果艺术学校、管弦乐团、歌剧以及戏剧得不到资助，将无法培养出未来的文化大师。【结尾句】
 通过对艺术的投资，政府能够确保文化大师的不断涌现。


【主题句2】
 人们需要通过一些发泄渠道来释放日常生活中的压力，艺术就是一种发泄渠道。【主要观点】
 当寻求缓解压力的途径时，人们往往选择艺术来放松和娱乐。【例子】
 我们一家人经常一起去观看音乐会、戏剧，以及参观当地博物馆承办的展览，这些文化活动大多是由政府资助的。欣赏音乐和美术的确帮我缓解了不少学业上的压力。【结尾句】
 如果没有政府的资助，我们一家可能就没有机会参加这些精彩的文化活动，而我也会失去一些非常有用的放松心情的方式。


【主题句3】
 政府应当持续资助艺术，还因为它是基础教育的重要组成部分。【主要观点】
 所有的孩子在学校里都会学习音乐和美术，因此它们是核心课程的一部分。【例子】
 我记得有一次上美术实践课，我们全班去市里的画廊参观，当时那里正举办一场由市里资助的文艺复兴时期的画展。多亏了政府的慷慨资助，我才有机会一睹那些名作的风采。【结尾句】
 如果没有这类亲身体验艺术珍品的机会，我将缺乏在艺术方面所接受的第一手教育。


【总结】
 总之，由于艺术能够培养出未来的文化大师，缓解人们的压力，补充儿童的学校教育，政府应当更加重视对艺术的投资，而不是体育运动。【结束语】
 毕竟奥运会四年才举办一次，而艺术则是永恒的。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


athletes = representatives of country


- bring glory to the entire country

- e.g. feel pride when countryman wins olympic medal


need to send best athletes to Olympics


- cannot win anything without funding

- e.g. must pay for athletes' facilities & equipment


Olympic athletes = amateurs → no salaries


- government should reward them for sacrifices

- e.g. athletes spend time away from homes

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I believe that governments should concentrate on funding athletes in their quests for Olympic glory much more than they should be paying artists.


Topic sentence 1
 The athletes at the Olympics represent our country, so we should support them as much as possible.

- A winning athlete can bring glory to the entire nation.

- e.g. how I feel when a countryman wins an Olympic medal


Topic sentence 2
 The best athletes in the world compete at the Olympics, so we need to send our own country's best athletes to face them.

- Athletes cannot win anything without enough funding.

- e.g. need for special facilities and equipment for training


Topic sentence 3
 It is important to remember that most Olympic athletes are amateurs and therefore do not receive salaries.

- The government should reward them for their sacrifices.

- e.g. an article about how Olympic athletes receive training


Summary
 While the arts are important, the Olympics should take priority when it comes to funding because the team represents the nation, it requires the best training, and the athletes need to be supported for their sacrifices.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Going to museums and looking at works of art is something I enjoy doing. [Thesis statement]
 But I believe that governments should concentrate on funding athletes in their quests for Olympic glory much more than they should be paying artists.


[Topic sentence 1]
 For one thing, the athletes at the Olympics represent our country, so we should support them as much as possible. [General statement]
 By winning Olympic gold, an athlete can bring glory and honor to all of the people in the country, not just him or her. [Example]
 I know that I personally feel a sense of pride when someone from my country wins a gold, silver, or bronze medal. Even though I did not do anything myself, it makes me feel proud to see one of my countrymen competing and winning. [Closing sentence]
 For the sake of honor, it is imperative that we support our country's Olympic athletes.


[Topic sentence 2]
 The best athletes in the world compete at the Olympics, so we need to send our own country's best athletes to face them. [General statement]
 They can only achieve victory, however, if they have enough funds to train properly. [Example]
 Training for the Olympics is not cheap. Teams and athletes need special facilities and equipment, and the coaches and staff members need to receive salaries for their work. Since there are few competitions throughout the year for paying customers to attend, governments need to provide the necessary money for these athletes. [Closing sentence]
 This will enable them to train year-round and to reach their potential.


[Topic sentence 3]
 It is also important to remember that most Olympic athletes are amateurs and therefore do not receive salaries. [General statement]
 It is incumbent upon the government to fund them on behalf of the sacrifices they are making. [Example]
 A typical Olympic athlete spends years in training. I read an article about how many of them spend time away from their schools, friends, and families just to train for Olympic glory. Some even spend their own money, which is something that they simply should not have to do. [Closing sentence]
 The government should reward their sacrifices by subsidizing the costs of their training.


[Summary]
 While the arts are important, the Olympics should take priority when it comes to funding because the team represents the nation, it requires the best training, and the athletes need to be supported for their sacrifices. [Final comment]
 Glory comes with a high price, and that is one that the government should meet.


【开头句】
 我喜欢去博物馆参观，欣赏艺术名作。【总论点】
 但我认为政府应当投入更多的资金来培养那些追求奥运会荣誉的运动员，而不是花钱发展艺术。


【主题句1】
 首先，在奥运会上，运动员们代表我们的国家，因此我们应当给予他们最大的支持。【主要观点】
 运动员在奥运会中获得金牌，不仅给个人也给全国人民都带来了莫大的荣誉和自豪。【例子】
 就我个人而言，每次看到自己国家的运动员获得奖牌的时候，一种荣誉感就会油然而生。尽管我自己没有任何贡献，但是看到自己的同胞参加比赛并取得胜利，还是让我感到骄傲。【结尾句】
 为了这些荣誉，政府在经济上支持奥运会运动员是绝对必要的。


【主题句2】
 奥运会赛场上的运动员都是世界上最优秀的，因此我们也必须派出本国最强的运动员去和他们同场竞技。【主要观点】
 然而如果他们得不到足够的资金以维持训练，他们就无法取胜。【例子】
 备战奥运会需要大量经费。运动员们和团队需要专门的训练器械，而且教练和工作人员的工资也是一笔开销。由于一年中比赛的门票收入少得可怜，政府需要为运动员提供必要的资金支持。【结尾句】
 如此一来，运动员们才能常年维持训练并发挥出自己的潜能。


【主题句3】
 我们也必须记住，大多数参加奥运会的运动员都是业余爱好者，他们是没有工资收入的。【主要观点】
 因此，政府有责任回报这些运动员为国家所做的牺牲。【例子】
 运动员备战奥运会通常需要很多年的时间。我读过一篇文章，文中讲述许多运动员为了在奥运会上获得荣誉，远离学校、朋友和家人，刻苦训练。有些人甚至自己出钱，而事实上并没有人要求他们这样做。【结尾句】
 政府应当通过补贴运动员训练费用的方式回报他们所做的牺牲。


【总结】
 尽管艺术也很重要，但是由于奥运会运动员代表国家，他们需要最好的训练，他们的付出需要得到回报，国家应当优先在体育方面投资。【结束语】
 荣誉需要付出高昂的代价，而这一代价应该由政府来支付。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


There are lots of people who still enjoy reading books. However, when it comes to education, television has much more to offer people and therefore enables them to learn more than they would by reading books.

People learn more when they are interested in what they are doing. Television, therefore, is a much better learning tool than books because it is more interesting and not boring. For instance, there are countless educational programs on television that are devoted to teaching children. Children can learn about history, language, cultures, and many other topics. Those TV programs present the information in formats which are guaranteed to keep children's attention. Television thus provides colorful and stimulating ways for children to learn.

While books can describe things, television can actually show the places and things that are being described. This is one reason why so many people enjoy watching documentaries on television. I love watching documentaries on science and nature, especially when they cover topics that I learned at school. Since I like to learn through visual methods, documentaries can explain things to me much more clearly than my school textbooks ever could. Thanks to documentaries, I have improved my knowledge base tremendously.

Finally, people are looking for more than just entertainment from television nowadays, so they often use it as an educational source. This has caused many channels specifically geared towards education to be established. My family loves watching the Learning Channel and the History Channel. The programs aired on these channels are well made, accurate, and visually stimulating. I have found that I have learned so much just by staying home and watching these channels all day long.

In summary, I feel that television is a much better learning tool than books because it can help children learn, it shows many excellent documentaries, and it even has specialized educational channels. Books are nice, but when I really want to learn, I turn to my television.

现在，很多人依然很喜欢阅读书籍。然而，当谈到教育的时候，我认为与阅读书籍相比，看电视能够给人们带来更多的知识。

人们能从自己感兴趣的事情当中学到更多。因此，由于看电视比阅读书籍更加有趣、不枯燥，电视成为一种更好的学习工具。比方说，电视上有数不清的向孩子们教授知识的教育节目。孩子们可以通过这些节目学习历史、语言、文化以及其他方面的知识。那些节目以孩子们喜欢的形式讲授知识，能够吸引他们的注意力。因此，电视能够为孩子们提供丰富多彩并且具有激励性的学习方式。

书籍可以描述各种事物，而电视则可以真真切切地展示所描述的那些地方和事物。这也是很多人喜欢观看电视纪录片的一个原因。我喜欢观看关于科学和自然的纪录片，特别是当它们涉及我在学校里所学的内容时（我会更感兴趣）。因为我喜欢通过视觉方法学习，因此我感觉纪录片对事物的解释比学校的课本更加清晰明了。这些纪录片极大地拓宽了我的知识面。

最后，娱乐现在已经不再是电视的唯一功能，人们经常把电视当成教育资源来使用。这使得教育频道大量涌现。我们家都很喜欢看学习频道和历史频道。这些频道中播出的节目制作精良、准确，而且视觉效果也非常好。我整天待在家里观看这些频道，发现自己已经学到了很多东西。

总的来说，我认为和书籍相比，电视已经成为一个更好的学习工具，因为电视能够帮助孩子学习，播出许多制作精良的纪录片，甚至还有专门的教育频道。书籍固然很好，可是如果我真心想学习，我会选择电视。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


The popularity of documentaries and educational channels on television is rising these days. However, when I really feel like learning about something, I turn off the television and start reading a book on that subject.

For one thing, books are more trustworthy since they are typically only published after having been fact-checked, reviewed, and edited multiple times. This makes them the opposite of television programs, which are often focused solely on entertaining, not educating. I have noticed that many documentaries on TV only present one side of an argument or omit various facts while describing something. Meanwhile, books typically present all sides of an argument or at least are factually correct. This makes books much more educational than television programs.

There are also a limited number of TV programs and documentaries while the number of books in the world is astronomical. This means that books provide more access to information than TV ever could. After I watch documentaries on TV, I never consider myself an expert on a topic. However, by reading five, ten, or even twenty books on a topic, I can gain a more thorough, deeper understanding of the topic and truly become an expert. When I really want to learn, I head to my local library.

There are fewer space limitations in books while TV programs can only give some information in a limited amount of time. This makes most of the information given on TV to be of the superficial kind. My class watched a 30-minute-long documentary on volcanoes the other day. While the pictures and films were nice, I did not really get but a basic knowledge of volcanoes because the documentary was too short to provide enough information about volcanoes. When I read one book on them, I learned much more than I did from watching that video. Books definitely have more information than documentaries do.

It should be apparent that television lags behind books as an educational tool since books are more trustworthy, are more abundant in number, and contain more information. Books have been around for a long time, and they will continue to be here in the future. Nothing will replace books as our main learning tools.

如今，电视上的纪录片和教育频道越来越受到人们的欢迎。然而，当我真正想学点什么时，我会关掉电视，翻开书本，潜心钻研。

首先，书籍的可信度更高，因为所有的书籍都要经过事实核查、审阅、数次编校之后才能够出版。与之相反，电视节目往往只关注娱乐性而非教育性。我注意到许多电视纪录片在描述事物时观点十分片面，或者忽略了很多事实。然而书籍表达的观点普遍比较全面或者至少是正确的事实。因此，书籍比电视节目更具教育意义。

电视节目和纪录片的数量是有限的，而全世界的书籍总量却是一个天文数字。这意味着书籍能比电视提供更多获取知识的途径。观看纪录片从未让我精通某个领域。然而，通过阅读某方面的书籍，5本、10本甚至20本，我可以对这个领域有更全面、更深入的了解，成为一名真正的专家。当我真正想学点什么的时候，就去当地的图书馆。

电视节目的播出时间是有限的，而书籍在篇幅方面的限制就小得多。因此，电视节目在有限的时间内所传递的大部分信息是比较肤浅的。前几天，我们全班一起观看了一部时长30分钟的关于火山的纪录片。尽管画面效果和片子本身都很不错，但是由于纪录片太短了，没有提供足够的信息，我只学到了一些有关火山的基本知识。之后，我阅读了一本关于火山的书，学到了更多的知识。书籍中所涵盖的信息量绝对比电视纪录片里的大得多。

显然，书籍具有更高的可信度、更多的数量以及更丰富的信息，因此它们比电视更能承担教育的使命。书籍已经存在了很长时间，它们还会在将来继续扮演重要角色。书籍作为我们主要的学习工具的地位是不可取代的。



Unit 16　Environment & Technology



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


cannot afford to pay for energy price increases


- be more responsible for energy expenditures

- e.g. expensive gas → more energy-conscious & drive less often


seek cheaper forms of energy


- try to develop new sources of energy

- e.g. use solar power to heat homes in future


benefits from money raised from energy tax


- government can pay for programs to help citizens

- e.g. construct more bicycle lanes

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 In order to conserve energy, the government should definitely increase the price of gasoline and electricity.


Topic sentence 1
 Because most people cannot afford to pay for increases in the prices of these commodities, they will have to conserve what energy they use.

- This measure will make people more responsible in using energy.

- e.g. people getting more energy-conscious and driving less often


Topic sentence 2
 An increase in energy prices will force people to seek cheaper forms of energy.

- They will try to develop other sources of energy.

- e.g. solar energy for home use


Topic sentence 3
 Thanks to the extra money the government raises in taxes on energy consumption, people will benefit as well.

- The government can pay for projects that help citizens.

- e.g. more bicycle lanes → save energy


Summary
 I feel that raising the price of gasoline and electricity would definitely help conserve energy, spark the development of new forms of energy, and enable the government to spend more money to benefit people.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Some people believe that governments should never intervene in the markets. However, this is not always true in some cases. [Thesis statement]
 In order to conserve energy, the government should definitely increase the price of gasoline and electricity.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Because most people cannot afford to pay for increases in the prices of these commodities, they will have to conserve what energy they use. [General statement]
 In fact, this measure will serve to make people more responsible in their energy expenditures. [Example]
 For example, raising the price of gas will make people drive less often. Instead of driving to nearby places, they might walk or ride bicycles. They will become more energy-conscious because of the price increases. [Closing sentence]
 This will cause people to become wiser when consuming energy, which naturally results in more energy conserved.


[Topic sentence 2]
 An increase in energy prices will force people to seek cheaper forms of energy. [General statement]
 They will try to develop other sources of energy, such as renewable ones, that they can use at less cost. [Example]
 My house uses solar energy but only to heat the water. If electricity prices become too expensive, perhaps we might come to use solar energy to heat the entire house, not just the water. [Closing sentence]
 Necessity is the mother of invention, and expensive energy prices will spark the creation of newer, cheaper forms of energy.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Thanks to the extra money the government raises in taxes on energy consumption, people will benefit as well. [General statement]
 The government should put that tax money to good use by paying for projects that will help local citizens. [Example]
 It could construct more bike lanes since people might be riding bicycles more often. Or it could spend the money on other projects so long as they help citizens cope with the increased price of energy. [Closing sentence]
 Projects like more bike lanes would be good, civic-minded uses of tax money, which can be another method to save energy.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, I feel that raising the price of gasoline and electricity would definitely help conserve energy, spark the development of new forms of energy, and enable the government to spend more money to benefit people. [Final comment]
 The limited supply of energy really leaves the government with no choice but to raise its price.


【开头句】
 一些人认为政府永远都不应当对市场进行干预。然而这种观点在一些情况下并不总是正确的。【总论点】
 为了节约能源，政府确实应当提高汽油和电的价格。


【主题句1】
 由于大多数人无法承担这些能源商品的提价，他们就不得不节约能源。【主要观点】
 事实上，这一措施将使人们更加合理地使用能源。【例子】
 比方说，油价的上升会使人们尽量减少开车。如果路程不远，他们将选择步行或是骑车。由于价格的提升，他们的节能意识也会增强。【结尾句】
 这样，人们在消费能源时会更加理智，自然就能节省更多的能源。


【主题句2】
 能源价格的上升将迫使人们寻找更加便宜的替代能源。【主要观点】
 他们将会发展其他成本较低的能源，比如可再生能源。【例子】
 我们家就使用太阳能，但只用来烧水。如果电价涨得太离谱，恐怕不仅是烧水，全家的取暖都得靠太阳能了。【结尾句】
 有需求就有创造，昂贵的能源价格将激发人们的潜能，开发出更新、更便宜的能源。


【主题句3】
 政府征收能源消耗附加税的所得也将使人们受益。【主要观点】
 政府应当通过投资便民项目来合理使用这些税收。【例子】
 政府应当修建更多的自行车道，因为人们可能更多地选择骑车出行。除此之外，还有很多其他项目可以帮助居民们尽可能地减少能源价格上涨所带来的影响。【结尾句】
 将税收投入到诸如修建自行车道这样的公益项目中，是另一种节能的好办法。


【总结】
 总之，我认为油价和电价的上涨绝对有助于节能，还可以促使新能源的开发，并且使得政府更加合理地将税收用之于民。【结束语】
 由于能源十分有限，政府别无选择，只能提价。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


little energy saved in spite of price increases


- history: prices ↑, but people still use products

- e.g. expensive oil → people still use it


will only anger people


- people don't know how much energy they use

- e.g. a/f 1970s gas crisis → more fuel-guzzling cars


will be seen as an unfair tax


- people dislike paying huge energy tax

- e.g. people complain about how government spends tax money

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I oppose any attempt at governmental interference by artificially raising the prices of gasoline and electricity since it will not help conserve energy at all.


Topic sentence 1
 Even if the government raises the price of energy, it is highly unlikely that people will begin conserving it in a bid to save money.

- Price increases have never stopped people from using various products.

- e.g. Oil is at record-high prices, but people still use it.


Topic sentence 2
 Another point of consideration is that an increase in the price of energy will make most people angry—that is all.

- Most people do not know how much energy they consume.

- e.g. the 1970s gas crisis in America


Topic sentence 3
 Any attempt to increase the price of gasoline and electricity will be viewed as an unfair attempt to tax people out of their money.

- People do not want to pay a huge energy tax.

- e.g. newspaper editorials complaining about how the government spends taxpayers' money


Summary
 It seems obvious that raising the price of gasoline and electricity is a bad idea and will not lead to conservation; instead, it will anger a large number of people and be considered an unfair and excessive energy tax.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Governments sometimes try to impose price regulations, but these always end in disaster. [Thesis statement]
 I oppose any attempt at governmental interference by artificially raising the prices of gasoline and electricity since it will not help conserve energy at all.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Even if the government raises the price of energy, it is highly unlikely that people will begin conserving it in a bid to save money. [General statement]
 All throughout history, prices have increased on many products, but that has not stopped people from using them. [Example]
 This is clear simply by looking at recent increases in the price of oil. Despite seemingly setting record highs every week, most people have not curbed their energy-consuming habits. People are still driving as much as always. [Closing sentence]
 Increasing the price of energy will therefore take money out of people's pockets and give it to the government without any practical effect on conserving energy.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Another point of consideration is that an increase in the price of energy will make most people angry—that is all. [General statement]
 The majority of people are simply unaware as to how much energy they consume. So, after a brief period of anger, they will get used to the high prices, and they resume using lots of energy. [Example]
 A famous example of this is the 1970s gasoline crisis in America. As the price of gas increased, many people bought small, fuel-economy cars. Later, once the crisis ended, people went back to big, gas-guzzling cars. [Closing sentence]
 Expecting that raising the price of energy will cause people to conserve energy is a mistake.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Any attempt to increase the price of gasoline and electricity will be viewed as an unfair attempt to tax people out of their money. [General statement]
 People often feel that the government taxes them too much, and they will not appreciate what would be regarded as a huge energy tax. [Example]
 Newspapers often have editorials complaining about governmental waste. The government cannot account for a lot of the people's tax money, so most citizens will not want to trust the government with even more of their hard-earned money. [Closing sentence]
 People will never think the government raises the price of energy to conserve it.


[Summary]
 It seems obvious that raising the price of gasoline and electricity is a bad idea and will not lead to conservation; instead, it will anger a large number of people and be considered an unfair and excessive energy tax. [Final comment]
 There are many ways to conserve energy, but raising its price is not one of them.


【开头句】
 政府有时试图强制实行价格规制，这样做往往会导致非常糟糕的结果。【总论点】
 我反对政府以任何形式人为地提高油价和电价，因为那对节能没有任何帮助。


【主题句1】
 即使政府提高能源价格，人们也不大可能为了省钱而开始节约能源。【主要观点】
 纵观历史，很多商品的价格都上涨了，但是人们并没有因此而停止使用它们。【例子】
 我们看看最近的油价上涨情况就能发现，尽管油价似乎周周都会创下新高，大多数人依然没有改变他们消费能源的习惯。人们开车出行的频率并没有降低。【结尾句】
 提高能源价格只会把财富从民众的手中转移到政府的口袋里，而不会对节能产生任何实际影响。


【主题句2】
 另一方面，提高能源价格只会使大多数人感到愤怒，仅此而已。【主要观点】
 大多数人完全不会注意到他们消耗了多少能源。因此，在短暂的愤怒之后，他们会逐渐习惯较高的价格，继续消耗大量能源。【例子】
 20世纪70年代发生在美国的石油危机就是一个著名的例子。由于油价上涨，许多人开始购买节能型的小汽车。等到危机一结束，人们又开始购买大型的耗油量大的汽车。【结尾句】
 认为油价上涨会促使人们节能是错误的。


【主题句3】
 任何提高油价和电价的意图对纳税人来说都被视为是不公平的，只是从人们那里拿走钱。【主要观点】
 人们通常都认为政府的税收很重，当然也不会认同更高的能源附加税。【例子】
 报纸上经常会有指责政府浪费财政资源的评论文章。政府对许多税收的使用不能作出合理的解释，这使得人们对政府产生不信任感，当然也就不愿意上缴更多的血汗钱。【结尾句】
 人们从不认为政府提高能源价格是为了节能。


【总结】
 很明显，提高油价和电价是一个失败的措施，并不能使人们节约能源；相反，还会激起民愤，被人们看作不合理的额外能源税收。【结束语】
 节约能源的办法有很多，但是提高能源价格并不包含在内。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


Cell phones have become commonplace in society, so much so that they are ubiquitous. However, people should be restricted from using them on public transportation because of the many negative factors involved.

When taking public transportation, people are entitled to travel in a quiet and peaceful environment. This is just impossible, however, when there are numerous people chatting on their cell phones. I take the bus to school every day, and I have lost track of the number of times I have had to listen to people practically yelling into their cell phones. I usually read or study on the bus, but I cannot concentrate on anything when someone nearby is busy loudly talking on his phone. There are too many of these rude people, and their actions should not be permitted on public transportation.

Using cell phones at the improper time while on public transportation can also lead to trouble. In some cases, the callers may actually constitute a legitimate threat to the vehicle, crew, and passengers. For instance, cell phones are not allowed to be used on airplanes because they interfere with planes' communication and navigation systems. Even though flight attendants make announcements about this, there are still inconsiderate people who insist upon using their phones. Only a disaster directly caused by a cell phone may alert those people as to the dangers of using cell phones on airplanes.

While in public, people need to be more aware of their situations so that they will not hurt themselves. By using their phones on buses or subways, people may sometimes put themselves in danger. Just the other day I saw a man have an accident while getting off the bus. He was busy talking on his phone when he slipped and fell on the ground. I heard that he broke his leg. I am sure that he now regrets using his cell phone while taking public transportation.

In summary, I believe cell phones should be banned on all public transportation because they not only disturb people's rights to quiet and peaceful rides, but they can also endanger the safety of others and the person actually using the phone. People should have to wait to use their phones until they are no longer using public transportation.

今天，手机已经变得很普遍了，可以说无处不在。然而，应当限制人们在公共交通工具中使用手机，以避免一些负面影响。

乘坐公共交通工具时，人们有权享受一个安静平和的环境。然而，如果有很多人在用手机聊天，就不可能保持安静。我每天都坐公交车上学，我已经记不清有多少次我不得不听着一些人几乎是在冲着手机喊叫。通常我会在公交车上阅读或者学习，可是当附近有人不停地大声讲电话时我根本无法集中精力。这种行为不雅的人不在少数，我们应当在公共交通工具上禁止这种行为。

乘坐公共交通工具时在不恰当的时间使用手机还可能带来麻烦。在某些情况下，这些打电话的人可能对车辆、工作人员以及乘客构成威胁。比如，飞机上禁止使用手机，因为它们会干扰飞机的通信和导航系统。尽管空乘人员一直在强调这点，但依然有一些不通情理的乘客执意在飞机上使用手机。恐怕只有发生一次直接由使用手机造成的事故才能引起这些人足够的危机意识。

在公共场合，人们应当多留意自己周遭的环境，避免受到伤害。人们在公交车上或地铁里使用手机，有时会使自己陷入危险之中。就在前几天我看到一个人从公交车上下来的时候正忙着打电话，结果不小心一滑，摔到了地上。我听说他的腿摔断了。我想他现在一定很后悔在公交车上打电话。

总之，由于手机不仅会侵犯人们享受安静的权利，还会威胁到手机使用者和旁人的安全，因此我认为应当禁止在公共交通工具上使用手机。人们应当在离开公共交通工具之后再开始使用他们的手机。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


It is true that some people can greatly disturb others while chatting on their cell phones. However, banning cell phones on public transportation is a policy that should not be enacted. There are simply too many reasons why cell phones are necessary.

For one, people have the right to express themselves, which should not be denied if they are anywhere in public. Using a cell phone in a public place is in no way a violation of any kind of law. Telling people where they can and cannot speak is the first step towards an authoritarian government. Some countries have tried to restrict speech, but this has always backfired on them. Besides, if a person is speaking too loudly, someone should just ask that person to be quieter.

Cell phones have become integral tools for most businesspeople. Since many businesspeople are often out of the office, they need to be able to get in touch with people wherever they are. My uncle is a salesman, and he has to answer his phone every time it rings. If he could not answer his phone on public transportation, which he takes a lot, he would lose a lot of business opportunities. No one has the right to prevent another person from making a living.

Cell phones have also helped save people's lives, so it would be irresponsible to ban their use somewhere. People should be able to use their phones on public transportation because there always arises the chance of a family, personal, or medical emergency. I read about a man who had a heart attack while taking the subway. Another passenger called Medical Emergency Center, and medical personnel were able to arrive quickly and therefore save his life. Human safety must always take precedence over anything else.

It would be wrong to ban cell phones on public transportation because people have the right to express themselves, cell phones are necessary for business, and they can actually help save people's lives. In the end, weren't cell phones invented for people to use anywhere and anytime?

有些人在用手机聊天的时候确实影响到了别人。但是，我们不能禁止在公共交通工具上使用手机。因为有太多理由让我们相信使用手机是非常必要的。

首先，即使在公共场合，人们也有表达自己想法的权利。在公共场合使用手机并不触犯任何法律。规定人们在什么场合应该或者不该说话是政府走向专制的第一步。有些国家试图限制公民的言论自由，但是结果往往适得其反。而且，如果某人说话声音真的很大，其他人提醒他小声一点就可以了。

手机已经成为大多数商务人士必需的装备。由于他们经常不在办公室，因此在任何地方都需要与别人保持联系。我叔叔是个推销员，只要手机一响他就得立刻接听。如果在公共交通工具（他常用的交通方式）上不能使用手机，他将失去很多生意。谁也没有权力阻止其他人赚钱谋生。

手机有时还能挽救人们的生命，因此禁止在某些地方使用它们是不负责任的。人们需要在公共交通工具上使用手机，因为自己或者家庭成员可能会有急事，或者会出现医疗紧急情况。我曾经读到过一个人在乘坐地铁时突发心脏病的事。另一名乘客立刻拨打了医疗急救中心的电话，医护人员才及时赶到，病人最终获救。人身安全问题必须始终被放在最优先的地位。

由于人们有权在公共场合表达自己，商务人士需要随时使用手机，而且手机有时还能挽救人的生命，因此在公共交通工具上禁止使用手机是不合情理的。况且，手机不就是为了人们能够随时随地地沟通而发明的吗？



Unit 17　School & Education II



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


project's final result = cumulative effort


- should base grades on overall results

- e.g. individual members' various contributions


encourage teamwork


- evaluating individually → discourage teamwork

- e.g. my science project


too difficult to judge group projects individually


- cannot judge each member exactly

- e.g. dubious complaints about a member's lack of production

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 It is more desirable for teachers to evaluate group projects identically for all the members of the group.


Topic sentence 1
 A project's final result comes from a cumulative effort by a group, and it should be graded accordingly.

- Teachers should base their grades on the overall results.

- e.g. individual members' different contributions to the project


Topic sentence 2
 One of the most important aspects of group work is to encourage and foster teamwork, so the work of the group should be judged as a whole.

- Evaluating group projects on an individual basis will discourage teamwork.

- e.g. my experience while doing a science project


Topic sentence 3
 Judging individual effort on group projects is simply too difficult a task to accomplish.

- Teachers cannot precisely judge each student on his or her effort.

- e.g. complaints about a member's lack of production, which might not be true


Summary
 In a nutshell, group projects should be graded on the members' overall, not individual, performance because these projects are the result of a cumulative effort, which encourages teamwork, and it is practically impossible to grade them on an individual basis.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 A few teachers have been known to grade the individual performances of each student in their group projects. [Thesis statement]
 However, it is more desirable for teachers to evaluate group projects identically for all the members of the group.


[Topic sentence 1]
 A project's final result comes from a cumulative effort by a group, so it should be graded accordingly. [General statement]
 In this sense, teachers should base their evaluations upon the final results, not upon each individual's performance. [Example]
 For example, in any group project, the members contribute in many different ways. Some might do the design while others write or conduct research. Through this common effort, the group can get what is greater than the sum of each member's effort as the final result. [Closing sentence]
 Therefore, it is natural that their grades should be based on the final result, not on the individual performances.


[Topic sentence 2]
 One of the most important aspects of group work is to encourage and foster teamwork, so the work of the group should be judged as a whole. [General statement]
 If the teacher evaluated a project based on how the members of the group performed as individuals, it would discourage the spirit of teamwork. [Example]
 Last semester, when I had to do a science project with three other classmates, all of us had to put aside our petty differences and work well as a team. Though the project was not easy, we completed it successfully through strong teamwork. [Closing sentence]
 Evaluating group work as a whole can help students learn more about cooperation.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, judging individual effort on group projects is simply too difficult a task to accomplish. [General statement]
 How can the teacher precisely judge each student on his or her effort? [Example]
 There are many instances where groups may complain about one member not contributing much to a project, but how is the teacher to know if this is true or not? Even that person's contributions, no matter how small, may be vital to the end result. [Closing sentence]
 Judging individual effort on group work is thus an impossible task that should never be attempted.


[Summary]
 In a nutshell, group projects should be graded on the members' overall, not individual, performance because these projects are the result of a cumulative effort, which encourages teamwork, and it is practically impossible to grade them on an individual basis. [Final comment]
 If an instructor wants to grade students individually, then group work should not be assigned.


【开头句】
 我们知道，一些老师会针对团队项目中每位同学的具体表现分别进行评分。【总论点】
 然而，如果老师对整个团队的表现作出评价会更加可取。


【主题句1】
 一个项目最终的成果是整个团队努力的结果，因此接受评价的应当是团队。【主要观点】
 在这个意义上，老师的评价应该是基于团队所取得的最终成果，而不是每个成员的个人表现。【例子】
 比如说，在任何团队项目中，成员们作贡献的方式各有不同。有的负责设计，有的负责文案，另一些则负责研究。通过这样的通力合作，整个团队取得的成绩并不是所有队员努力的简单相加，而是更大的成功。【结尾句】
 因此，他们的分数自然应当以团队成果为基准，而非个人表现。


【主题句2】
 团队活动的一个重要方面是鼓励和培养团队精神，因此评价的时候应把团队活动当成一个整体。【主要观点】
 如果老师在评价集体活动时注重的是每个成员在团队中的个人表现，这样会有损团队精神。【例子】
 上学期，我和另外三位同学一起做一个理科课题，大家本着求同存异的精神通力合作。尽管那个课题并不容易，我们还是靠着强有力的团队精神成功地将其完成。【结尾句】
 将团队活动作为一个整体来评价可以使学生学会如何更好地与他人合作。


【主题句3】
 最后，评价每个人在团队中的表现是一件很困难的事情。【主要观点】
 老师怎么可能精确地评判每个人付出多少呢？【例子】
 的确，在很多情况下，团队中的某个成员可能被抱怨作出的贡献很少。可是老师又怎么知道其真实性呢？不管那个人的贡献多小，但也许对于整个团队的成功来说是至关重要的。【结尾句】
 评价每个人在团队中的贡献是不可能的，因此根本就没必要作此尝试。


【总结】
 简而言之，团队项目应当根据整个团队的表现进行评估，而不是个人表现；因为项目成果是整个团队通力合作的结果。这样做有助于培养团队精神，而且评估每个人的表现也是不现实的。【结束语】
 如果老师想对每个学生进行评分，就不应当布置团队任务。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


not everyone does an equal amount of work


- less contribution → lower grade

- e.g. slackers in group projects


evaluating individually → fair


- group leaders → higher grades

- e.g. my experience as a group leader


grading individually → more cooperation by members


- will decrease number of slackers

- e.g. teacher graded individually → everyone contributed

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I feel that the best approach to grading a group project is to evaluate each student individually according to his or her contribution.


Topic sentence 1
 The virtual impossibility of all members doing the same amount of work demands that some students receive different grades than others.

- Students who contribute less should get lower grades.

- e.g. treatment of the slacker in a group project


Topic sentence 2
 Teachers need to evaluate group projects on an individual basis in order to be fair.

- Group leaders logically should get higher grades.

- e.g. my experience of being a group leader but getting the same grade as others


Topic sentence 3
 If group projects were graded individually, it would lead to more cooperation by the team members.

- This would decrease the number of slackers on projects.

- e.g. the positive effect of my teacher's grading group projects individually


Summary
 Grading group projects on an individual basis is proper because not everyone, especially the leaders and slackers, performs an equal amount and it would also encourage all the participants to contribute to the project.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 I can see why some teachers or professors give one grade to all the students involved in a group project. [Thesis statement]
 Nevertheless, I feel that the best approach to grading a group project is to evaluate each student individually according to his or her contribution.


[Topic sentence 1]
 For one thing, the virtual impossibility of all members doing the same amount of work demands that some students receive different grades than others. [General statement]
 In almost every instance, there is at least one student who does not contribute an acceptable amount, so that student should be graded lower. [Example]
 In my experience, group projects always have a leader, workers, and a slacker. The slacker shows up late, never does enough work, and always complains about everything. [Closing sentence]
 There is no reasonable explanation for the slacker to get the same grade as everyone else.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Teachers need to evaluate group projects on an individual basis in order to be fair. [General statement]
 No project can get done without a group leader, who always puts in more effort than the others and is therefore deserving of a higher grade. [Example]
 There was a time that I did a group science project once. I was the leader and organized everything. I did the majority of the work while my partners mostly sat back and watched me do everything. Despite my extra work, I got the same grade as everyone else. It was quite unfair of the teacher not to reward me for all of my work. [Closing sentence]
 Teachers should reward group leaders with better grades than the rest.


[Topic sentence 3]
 If group projects were graded individually, it would lead to more cooperation by the team members. [General statement]
 This would stop students from being slackers since they would realize their individual contributions were being graded. [Example]
 One of my teachers actually graded our group projects individually once, and the results were amazing. Even the lazy students contributed to the project lest they should fail their assignment. [Closing sentence]
 When the incentive to work exists, every student will begin to contribute.


[Summary]
 Grading group projects on an individual basis is proper because not everyone, especially the leaders and slackers, performs an equal amount, and it would also encourage all the participants to contribute to the project. [Final comment]
 Teachers should consider rewarding students who work hard and punishing those who do not. It would be the fairest thing to do.


【开头句】
 我知道为什么许多老师和教授给一个团队项目中所有的学生一样的分数。【总论点】
 然而，我认为对于团队项目最好的评价方式是按照每个成员的贡献大小给出不同的分数。


【主题句1】
 首先，团队中每个成员的贡献不可能完全一样，这就要求每个人所得的分数也应该有所区别。【主要观点】
 几乎每个团队项目中都至少会有一人浑水摸鱼，那么这个人的分数理应比别人低。【例子】
 根据我的经验，每个团队里都会有一个领导者、一些队员还有一个偷懒的人。偷懒的人不仅迟到，干得少，而且总是不停地抱怨。【结尾句】
 如果偷懒的人和大家的分数一样，那就说不过去了。


【主题句2】
 为了公平起见，老师应当对团队中的每个人分别评分。【主要观点】
 群龙不可无首，团队里领导人物的贡献往往是最大的，因此也应该得到比别人更高的分数。【例子】
 有一次，我们做一个理科课题。我作为领导者，安排了所有的事情。我做了大部分的工作，而其他成员大部分只是在旁边观望，什么也不做。我多做了那么多工作，却得到了和大家一样的分数。老师没有根据我做的所有的工作来评价我是很不公平的。【结尾句】
 团队中领导者的分数应当比其他人都高。


【主题句3】
 为团队中的每个人分别评分可以促进队员之间的相互合作。【主要观点】
 这将使学生们不再偷懒，因为他们知道自己的表现是会被评分的。【例子】
 我的一位老师有一次就这么做了，结果非常令人吃惊。即使那些爱偷懒的学生也因为怕不及格而极其努力。【结尾句】
 适当的激励机制可以让每一位同学都作出自己的贡献。


【总结】
 对团队项目的评价应该基于每个成员的个人表现，因为并不是每个人所作的贡献都是等量的，特别是领导者和偷懒者；而且这样做还可以鼓励所有成员尽力付出。【结束语】
 老师应当奖励努力完成项目的学生，惩罚那些浑水摸鱼者。这样做才是最公平的。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


There are a few famous examples of people who have succeeded without going to a university. However, the path to success for the majority of people requires an education from a university.

Most obviously, without a university education, people will not have access to the best and highest-paying jobs. To have a successful career and life requires that one attend university. For example, some of the jobs with the highest salaries are professions in business, law, engineering, and architecture. These careers all require a person to have at least a university education. Without a college degree, the jobs a person is qualified for are severely limited.

Many of the things people want out of life are simply unavailable without a university education. Once a person has a diploma, however, more doors and opportunities will open for him or her. For example, to join the United Nations, to be an officer in the military, or even to help others as a volunteer in some fields requires a university degree. My cousin wanted to join the military as an officer, but his lack of a university diploma meant he had to become an enlisted man instead. Having a university education will lead to fewer rejections later in life.

Many chances people get in their lives come from their friends and others they meet at university. The friendships made at university often last a lifetime. And these friends can come in very handy at times. My father's advisor helped him get his first job, and then later an old university friend set him up with an even better one. Without these friendships, my father would have lost out on some good opportunities. Fortunately, he went to university and made these important contacts.

The chances to get high-paying jobs, more opportunities, and important friends mandate that people should go to university to succeed. Getting a university degree is one of the wisest investments anyone could ever make.

的确有一些人虽然没有上过大学，却取得了很高的成就。然而，对于大多数人来说，大学教育仍是通向成功的必要因素之一。

很显然，如果没有上过大学，就无法找到最好、薪水最高的工作。接受过大学教育才有可能享受好的生活，拥有一份成功的事业。比方说，有些薪水最高的职业属于商务、法律、工程和建筑等领域。这些职业都需要工作者至少受过大学教育。没有大学学位的人在选择职业的时候会受到很大的限制。

如果没有受过大学教育，人们就无法得到许多他们想要的东西。然而，如果拥有学位，就会拥有更多的机会。比方说，到联合国总部工作、成为军官，或者在某些领域做志愿者去帮助别人，这些都要求大学学历。我表哥很想成为一名军官，但是因为没有上过大学，他不得不从士兵做起。大学学位能够使我们在今后的日子中少遭拒绝。

许多人的机会来自于他们在大学里认识的朋友和其他人。大学里建立的友谊通常会持续一辈子。而这些朋友早晚会在某个时候帮到你。我父亲的第一份工作是他的导师帮他找的，之后他大学时的一个老朋友给他介绍了一份更好的工作。如果没有这些朋友，我父亲可能会错过一些很好的机会。幸运的是，他上了大学，而且交到了这些朋友。

人们上大学之后，可以有机会找到高薪的工作，拥有更多的机遇，结交一些重要的朋友，从而更容易获得成功。取得大学学位是所有人能够作的最明智的投资之一。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


It would be nice if everyone could get a university education. However, it is not necessary to guarantee that someone will be successful in life. Many people, in fact, have done quite well for themselves without having the benefit of a university degree.

The majority of people in most countries have never attended a university, yet many of them are well off, have nice homes, and live happy lives. They got this way simply by working hard. One of my cousins graduated from college, but he does not make much money at his job. However, his older brother never attended a university, yet he makes much more money. There are many jobs, like carpenter, electrician, or repairman, which do not require a university degree but which pay good salaries. So a person does not need to attend a university to make a lot of money.

There are also many opportunities for success for those without a university degree. Sometimes all it takes is to see an opportunity and chase after it. Bill Gates is the classic example of this. He dropped out of Harvard to start a computer company with his friend Paul Allen. That company was Microsoft, and Gates and Allen turned it into one of the most successful companies in the world. Today, Bill Gates is one of the world's richest people, yet he has no university degree. Seizing opportunities can be more important in some cases.

Additionally, talent does not require a university degree to shine. Many individuals have followed their talents, and they went down roads that never led to college. Many musicians and actors never attended a university; however, many of them have gone on to be highly successful. Oprah Winfrey, one of America's richest women, never received a university education. Talent can often lead to success that no university education could ever bring about.

In conclusion, it is clear that people do not need a university education to be successful. All it takes to be successful is to work hard, take opportunities when they arise, and use the talents that one already has. A university education can be helpful, but it is not necessary to having a successful life.

人人都能上大学固然很好。可是，上过大学并不能保证我们一定成功。事实上，许多人没有依靠大学文凭而取得了较高的成就。

大多数国家中的绝大部分人都没有上过大学，但是他们中的很多人都很富裕，有不错的住宅，过着幸福的生活。他们能这样生活是通过努力工作换来的。我的一个堂兄是大学毕业生，但是他的工作薪水并不高。然而，他哥哥虽然没上过大学却远比他赚得多。有许多工作，如木匠、电工或修理工，并不需要大学文凭却报酬不菲。因此人们并不是非要接受大学教育才能赚很多钱。

没上过大学的人也能得到许多成功的机会。有些时候关键是看我们能不能发现并抓住机会。比尔·盖茨是最经典的例子。他从哈佛大学退学，和他的朋友保罗·艾伦开了一家电脑公司。这家公司就是微软，盖茨和艾伦不断努力，使它成为全球最成功的公司之一。今天，比尔·盖茨是世界上最富有的人之一，可他并没有大学学历。有时候，抓住机遇更加重要。

此外，天赋的展现不需要大学学历。许多人凭借自己的天赋，走了一条与大学教育无关的道路。许多音乐家和演员都没有上过大学，可是他们中的很多人都非常成功。奥普拉·温弗瑞是美国最富有的女性之一，她也没有受过大学教育。天赋能给我们带来大学教育无法带来的成功。

总之，很明显人们没有大学文凭也可以获得成功。只要努力工作，抓住机遇并运用自己的天赋，成功并不是难事。大学文凭固然有用，但它并不是成功所必需的。



Unit 18　Living & Thinking II



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


entire world's economy → connected


- events in other countries → affect finances

- e.g. changes in price of oil in Middle East


globally spreading diseases


- which diseases are breaking out & where

- e.g. SARS


many people moving to foreign countries


- know about the safety level of many places

- e.g. aunt living in Europe

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 We live in an age of globalization, and the fact that the world is closer than it has ever been before makes it imperative that people know what events are happening around the world.


Topic sentence 1
 Because the entire world's economy is connected, events in one part of the world can affect those in other parts of the planet.

- People's finances are connected to other parts of the world.

- e.g. changes in the price of oil in the Middle East


Topic sentence 2
 People need to be on the lookout for negative factors like the spreading of diseases globally.

- People should be aware of which diseases are where.

- e.g. a epidemic of SARS


Topic sentence 3
 More and more people are moving to different areas around the world today, which requires them to keep informed about what is going on in many places.

- They need to know about the safety level of those places.

- e.g. my aunt who moved to Europe


Summary
 It is crucial that people keep track of world events because they can affect people's finances, health, and even their safety.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 There are a large number of people who are content not to know what is happening in the world around them. [Thesis statement]
 But we live in an age of globalization, and the fact that the world is closer than it has ever been before makes it imperative that people know what events are happening around the world.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Because the entire world's economy is connected, events in one part of the world can affect those in other parts of the planet. [General statement]
 So many people's financial situations are connected to events that are happening in other countries. [Example]
 One obvious example is the price of oil. Since much of it comes from the Middle East, people need to pay attention to what is happening in that turbulent region. If the price of gas rises there, the prices of many more goods in other countries will also increase. [Closing sentence]
 Keeping an eye on world events ensures that a person will be prepared for such changes.


[Topic sentence 2]
 People also need to be on the lookout for negative factors like the spreading of diseases globally. [General statement]
 Because of the higher incidence of travel, people need to be aware of what illnesses are appearing throughout the world. [Example]
 For instance, the SARS virus spread to all parts of the world and killed thousands of people before it was finished. People must know about these kinds of events so that they can avoid affected areas. [Closing sentence]
 After all, taking a vacation to other countries without any information on these kinds of diseases could be the worst thing for your health.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, more and more people are moving to different areas around the world today, which requires them to keep informed about what is going on in many places. [General statement]
 They need to know about the safety level of the places where they might be moving or where their friends and family members are living. [Example]
 For example, my aunt moved to Europe recently, so now I keep track of the news there to make sure everything is fine in her new home. [Closing sentence]
 With families and friends spread out all over the world, events in other places can affect many people.


[Summary]
 In summary, it is crucial that people keep track of world events because they can affect people's finances, health, and even their safety. [Final comment]
 We are truly living in a global community, so we cannot afford to be isolated from one another.


【开头句】
 很多人对于他们周围的世界发生了什么浑然不知，而他们也满足于这种状态。【总论点】
 然而，如今我们生活在一个全球化的时代，世界变得比以前小了，因此人们有必要知道世界各地正在发生着什么。


【主题句1】
 由于经济全球化，地球上某个地方发生的事情会影响到其他地方的人。【主要观点】
 因此许多人的经济状况会受到其他国家正在发生的事件的影响。【例子】
 最明显的例子是石油价格。由于大部分石油产自中东，人们有必要关注这一动荡地区的局势。如果那里的汽油价格上涨，其他国家的许多商品也会涨价。【结尾句】
 时刻关注世界局势的人将会对这样的变化有更充分的准备。


【主题句2】
 人们还应当对一些不利因素保持警惕，如疾病的全球传播。【主要观点】
 由于旅游变得越来越普遍，人们应当对世界各地流行的疾病保持关注。【例子】
 比如说，SARS病毒向世界各地传播，在被消灭前，这一病毒夺去了数千人的生命。人们需要了解这些信息以避免误入被感染的地区。【结尾句】
 无论如何，在不了解目的地是否存在此类疾病的情况下贸然去旅行可能会给你的健康带来威胁。


【主题句3】
 最后，现在越来越多的人移居到世界各地，因此，他们需要知道那些地方都在发生着什么。【主要观点】
 人们需要了解自己将要去的或者朋友和家人所居住的地方的安全情况如何。【例子】
 比如，我姑妈最近搬到了欧洲，因此我会一直关注那里的新闻，确保她在新家一切都很顺利。【结尾句】
 由于许多人的家人和朋友居住在国外，所以发生在其他地方的事情会影响很多人。


【总结】
 总之，人们应当对世界各地发生的事情保持关注，因为这将影响到他们的经济、健康甚至安全。【结束语】
 如今我们生活在地球村，所以我们决不能将自己孤立起来。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


events happening too far away


- no need to learn about these events

- e.g. volcanic eruption in Indonesia


events happening to total strangers


- no interest in lives of strangers

- e.g. civil wars in Africa


international news ≠ my priority or concern


- no time to learn about events in other countries

- e.g. interested in family, school, & friends

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 It is not important that people know about the events that are happening in remote countries.


Topic sentence 1
 So many events that happen take place too far away from me to have any direct influence on my life.

- There is no need to learn about these far-off events.

- e.g. a volcanic eruption in Indonesia


Topic sentence 2
 Most international events happen to complete strangers whom I will never have anything to do with.

- I am not interested in the lives of people I do not know.

- e.g. civil wars in Africa


Topic sentence 3
 There is only so much time to do all the things that I need to do each day, so taking in international news is not one of my priorities.

- I do not have enough time to learn about faraway events.

- e.g. my priorities—family, schoolwork, and friends


Summary
 I do not think it is so important to learn about world events because of their lack of importance in our lives, the fact that they happen to complete strangers, and my inability to spare enough time to learn about these events.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 A number of various events take place every day in every country all around the globe. [Thesis statement]
 However, it is not important that people know about the events that are happening in remote countries.


[Topic sentence 1]
 First of all, so many events that happen take place too far away from me to have any direct influence on my life. [General statement]
 Therefore, there is no real need to know about these foreign events because they will not affect us in any way at all. [Example]
 The news last night ran a story about a volcano erupting in Indonesia. While it may be an interesting story, that event in no way at all has anything to do with my life. [Closing sentence]
 As for me, I am more concerned about what happens in my neighborhood, not in some far-off land.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Most international events happen to complete strangers whom I will never have anything to do with. [General statement]
 I will never meet these people, so it is hard for me to be interested in their lives. [Example]
 For instance, while there may be some civil wars going on in Africa, those battles have no bearing on my life. I cannot bring myself to learn about them at all. [Closing sentence]
 Unless I know the person directly involved in the news, global events are of little concern to me.


[Topic sentence 3]
 There is only so much time to do all the things that I need to do each day, so taking in international news is not one of my priorities. [General statement]
 I simply do not have the time to learn about events happening on other continents. [Example]
 My priorities are my family, my schoolwork, and my friends. Most people are the same as me. People care about the events and people near them. [Closing sentence]
 Global events are just not that high in importance to most people.


[Summary]
 I do not think it is so important to learn about world events because of their lack of importance in our lives, the fact that they happen to complete strangers, and my inability to spare enough time to learn about these events. [Final comment]
 Simply put, these events need to have some kind of direct effect on people before they will take notice of them.


【开头句】
 全球每个国家每天都发生许多不同的事情。【总论点】
 然而，人们没有必要去了解遥远国度的情况。


【主题句1】
 首先，很多事情发生在非常遥远的地方，不会对我产生任何直接影响。【主要观点】
 因此，我们没有必要关注这些无论如何都不会影响到我们的事情。【例子】
 昨晚的一则新闻报道了印度尼西亚的火山爆发，尽管很有趣，但是这与我的生活根本没有任何关系。【结尾句】
 对我来说，我更关心发生在我身边的事，而非远在天边的新闻。


【主题句2】
 大多数国际事件都发生在与我没有任何关系的陌生人身上。【主要观点】
 我和他们永远都不会相识，因此很难让我对他们的生活产生兴趣。【例子】
 比如说，尽管非洲好像在发生什么内战，但那些战争对我没有什么影响，所以我不可能去关注它们。【结尾句】
 除非和我认识的人有关，否则这些国际新闻无法吸引我的注意力。


【主题句3】
 人生苦短，时不我待，每天我都有很多其他重要的事情要做，因此国际新闻并不是我关心的重点。【主要观点】
 我根本没有时间去关心其他国家发生了什么事。【例子】
 我关心的是我的家庭、我的课业和我的朋友。大多数人和我一样。他们主要关心自己周围的人和事。【结尾句】
 国际事件对于大多数人来说并不那么重要。


【总结】
 国际事件对我们的生活影响不大，而且它们都发生在陌生人身上，再加上我抽不出足够的时间去了解那些事情，因此，我认为关注国际事件并不是很重要。【结束语】
 简单地说，只有当这些事件与我们有关的时候，才会引起我们的注意。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


Getting along with others is one of the first skills that all children learn once they start attending school. And these days, being able to cooperate well with others is even more important than it ever was in the past.

Today, everyone needs an education, and cooperation is a key component of getting a good one. Students must learn to work together with others if they want to have any hope of graduating from school. In the past, a lot of schooling simply involved memorizing facts to repeat on tests. However, education is changing nowadays, and students must often do group projects and assignments. The inability to get along with others could lead to poor grades, thereby affecting the rest of a person's life.

Once a person gets a job, he needs to be a good team player in order to be successful. So finding employment and then maintaining it often depend in large part on one's ability to cooperate well with others. In the past, people primarily used to be farmers, so they did not have to rely upon the work of others. But now that people often work in companies or offices, they work together with many others throughout the course of their lives. Any employee who is not a good team player may quickly find himself out of a job.

Finally, the cost of living is so important nowadays that people must cooperate simply to live comfortable lives. These days, it takes two people earning salaries to let a family buy all the things that they need. In the past, most families survived off of just one salary. The low cost of living therefore enabled people to live and work alone. However, someone living alone these days often has trouble getting by day to day. My cousin just graduated from college, but he is living with two housemates since rent and other costs are so high. By cooperating, he can make his life much easier. Without cooperation, he would probably have to go home and live with his parents.

In conclusion, cooperation is much more important now than in the past for the purposes of education, success at work, and living comfortably. Without an ability to cooperate well with others, a person is likely neither to be successful nor happy.

孩子们一旦开始上学，如何与他人相处就成为他们学习的基本技能之一。而如今，与他人的良好合作甚至比以往任何时候都重要。

如今，人人都需要受教育，而合作则是受到良好教育的重要组成部分之一。学生如果想要顺利毕业，就必须学会与别人合作。过去，学校只简单地测试学生对于知识的记忆。然而，现在的教育正在发生变化，学生们必须经常完成一些团队项目或者课题。缺乏与人合作的能力往往会带来糟糕的成绩，进而影响他们的一生。

职场中人如果想要成功，就必须在团队中扮演好队员的角色。因此，找到并保住工作往往在很大程度上取决于人们能否很好地与他人合作。过去，人们大都务农，因此他们不需要依靠彼此的帮助。可如今人们通常在公司和办公室里上班，他们一生都在与人共事。无法融入团队的人或许很快就会失业。

最后，高昂的生活花费使得人们必须靠合作才能过上舒适的生活。今天，夫妻得同时赚钱才可以养家糊口。过去，大多数家庭是靠一份薪水生活的。较低的花销使得人们可以独自生活和工作。然而，许多人发现如今很难自己养活自己。我表哥刚刚大学毕业，因为房租太高，他现在和另外两个室友住在一起。通过合作，他的生活变得轻松了许多。否则，他很可能得回家和父母一起住了。

总之，合作在当今社会里比以前要重要许多，因为它能够让我们接受更好的教育、在职场中获得成功，并享受舒适的生活。不能与人良好合作的人既无法成功，也不会感到幸福。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


Cooperating with other people has been of great importance all throughout history. These days, however, the ability to work together is losing its importance as fewer and fewer people see the need to cooperate well with others.

For one thing, many more people are working by themselves now, so they rely on others much less than before. Thanks to modern technology, the days of working side by side with others in big offices are disappearing. For example, my uncle is a management consultant, which allows him to work out of his home. He neither goes to an office nor has any coworkers. This is becoming a trend nowadays, so fewer people need to work with others.

Second of all, being alone does not carry the stigma in society that it once did, thereby prompting many to live by themselves. There are many services available for people who live alone and do not want to be a part of society. For instance, supermarkets are full of instant foods, companies will deliver anything from groceries to dinner to DVDs, and companies will take care of people's pets when their owners want to travel. These services all cater to people who prefer to live and be by themselves.

Finally, life is not the struggle for existence that once required people to live in large groups merely to survive. People can get by quite well by themselves. My great-grandmother had twelve children, and all of them went to work on the farm. It was a hard life, and they all had to cooperate. However, life has changed nowadays, and people can do quite well all by themselves.

To summarize, people need to cooperate with others much less now than before because technology lets them work alone, there are many services to help individuals, and life is not the fight for survival that it once was. Getting along with others is a nice skill to have, but it is not crucial to people's existences today like it once was.

自古以来，与他人合作一直非常重要。可是现如今，人们对于合作的需求越来越少，因此合作技能的重要性也在逐渐丧失。

首先，许多人做着独立性较强的工作，因此他们不像以前的人们那样依赖别人。由于现代科技的发展，那种许多人在一个大办公室里一起工作的时代正在退出历史舞台。举例来说，我的舅舅是一位管理顾问，因此他经常在外做事。他从不去办公室，也没有什么同事。这在今天是一种潮流，人们不再像以前那么需要和他人一起工作了。

其次，形单影只已经不再是什么令人羞耻的事情了，因此更多的人选择独自生活。独自生活的人不愿意融入社会，而他们同样可以享受各种服务。比如说，超市里有各种各样的方便食品；无论你想要杂货，还是点餐，或者是DVD，公司都可以送货上门；有的公司还可以帮助出行的主人照顾他们的宠物。所有这些服务都给那些喜欢独处的人提供了便利。

最后，以前人们为了生存必须生活在集体中，而现在的生活不再像从前那样，人们独自生活也可以过得很好。我的曾祖母有十二个孩子，他们都是农民。当时的日子很苦，因此他们必须一起生活、互相照顾。然而，今天的生活不同了，人们完全靠自己就能够过得很好。

总之，由于现代科技使得人们具备独立工作的能力，并且可以享受各种服务，再加上今天的生活不再像以前那么艰苦，所以人们对于合作的需求正在变少。与人相处的能力固然重要，但是人们今天不再像以前那么需要它了。



Unit 19　Culture & Leisure II



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


develop further understanding of a book


- second reading → learn something new

- e.g. my second reading of The Lord of the Rings



see character development better


- understand characters' true natures

- e.g. Captain Ahab in Moby Dick



pick up on important themes


- sharper focus on larger themes

- e.g. themes in The Lord of the Flies


Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I have found I often reread books and that, when I do, I enjoy the book much more than I did the first time I read it.


Topic sentence 1
 It is possible for the reader to develop a further understanding of a book on the second reading.

- The second reading of any good book lets the reader learn something new.

- e.g. my second reading of The Lord of the Rings



Topic sentence 2
 Character development is important in all books but is something people often miss on the first reading.

- You can learn more about the characters' true natures.

- e.g. Captain Ahab in Moby Dick



Topic sentence 3
 People often miss the important themes of a book the first time they read it but pick up on them after rereading it.

- Larger themes usually come into sharper focus with a second reading.

- e.g. themes in The Lord of the Flies



Summary
 I truly believe that reading a book a second time is more interesting than the first because people can understand the book better, learn more about the characters, and pick up on the books' themes.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 I love sitting down and reading a good book. Books are a big part of my life, and reading is a great way to relax. [Thesis statement]
 Interestingly, I have found I often reread books and that, when I do, I enjoy the book much more than I did the first time I read it.


[Topic sentence 1]
 It is possible for the reader to develop a further understanding of a book on the second reading. [General statement]
 In particular, the second reading of any good book lets the reader learn something new. [Example]
 For example, I first read The Lord of the Rings
 trilogy when I was in the first grade of middle school. It was just a nice fantasy novel series at that time. However, when I reread it two years later, I realized the author had created a complete new world with numerous interwoven stories which were really intriguing. [Closing sentence]
 The second reading of a book definitely allows the reader to enjoy it on a new level.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Character development is important in all books but is something people often miss on the first reading. [General statement]
 The second reading can open one's eyes to a book's characters' true natures. [Example]
 For instance, Herman Melville's Moby Dick
 is an adventure novel about a whale hunt. Or at least that is what I thought when I read it the first time. Upon my second reading, I realized it is clearly about Captain Ahab's obsession with finding and killing a whale which had harmed him years ago. [Closing sentence]
 Insights gleaned from the second reading can help change the way a person views a book and its characters.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, people often miss the important themes of a book the first time they read it but pick up on them after rereading it. [General statement]
 Larger themes usually come into sharper focus with a second reading. [Example]
 At first glance, William Golding's The Lord of the Flies
 seems to be an adventure novel about a group of British schoolboys stranded on an island during a war. But the second reading shows you that it is a novel about good against evil and the depths to which humans can sink. [Closing sentence]
 Themes that remain hidden at first often reveal themselves with a second reading.


[Summary]
 I truly believe that reading a book a second time is more interesting than the first because people can understand the book better, learn more about the characters, and pick up on the books' themes. [Final comment]
 Without a second reading, a deeper understanding of most books is virtually impossible.


【开头句】
 找个地方坐下来细细品读一本好书对我来说是件很享受的事情。书籍已经成为我生命的重要部分，而阅读对我来说是一种非常棒的消遣。【总论点】
 有意思的是，我发现自己经常把一本书看两遍，而第二次看总会找到第一次看时没有体会到的乐趣。


【主题句1】
 第二次看一本书时，读者会加深对该书的理解。【主要观点】
 尤其是第二次读一本好书，总让人们有新的体会。【例子】
 比如说，我第一次看《指环王》三部曲是在中学一年级。当时只感觉那是一个很棒的魔幻小说系列。然而，当我在两年后再次读它的时候，我发现作者通过一个个引人入胜、相互交织的故事，向我们展现了一个全新的世界。【结尾句】
 第二次阅读一定会让读者从一个新的高度去欣赏书籍。


【主题句2】
 角色塑造是所有书籍的重要内容，而人们在第一次读的时候往往会忽略这一点。【主要观点】
 第二次阅读会让读者更加了解书中角色的内在本质。【例子】
 例如，赫尔曼·麦尔维尔的《白鲸》是一部关于捕鲸者的冒险小说，至少我第一次读的时候是这么认为的。在第二次读完之后，我才意识到这部小说讲的是亚哈船长着魔般地追踪并捕杀那条几年前咬伤他的白鲸。【结尾句】
 第二次阅读中所产生的各种新的理解会让读者重新审视作品及里面的角色。


【主题句3】
 最后，人们第一次读一本书时往往会忽略书中一些重要的主题思想，但是第二次阅读后就会注意到它们。【主要观点】
 一些大的主题通常在第二次阅读之后才能被读者更深刻地理解。【例子】
 我第一次读完威廉·戈尔丁的《蝇王》时，觉得他就是讲述战争期间一群英国学生流落到岛上的冒险故事。但是第二次阅读让我意识到小说真正探讨的是正与邪的斗争以及人性的沉沦。【结尾句】
 起初隐藏在字里行间的主题思想往往在第二次阅读时才显现出来。


【总结】
 我坚信好书要看第二遍，因为人们会更好地理解整本书，更多地了解书中的角色，也更能体会到书中的深意。【结束语】
 如果只读一遍，很多滋味都品不出来。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


only surprised upon first reading


- second reading → lose the element of surprise

- e.g. detective novels


like book much less after rereading it


- can ruin the entire experience of reading

- e.g. Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness



some books → not worthy of rereading


- second reading = only a waste of time

- e.g. science fiction novels

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I feel that reading a book a second time is not nearly as interesting as it was when I read it the first time.


Topic sentence 1
 You can only be surprised by the events in the story the first time you read a book.

- You lose the element of surprise after the first reading.

- e.g. reading detective novels


Topic sentence 2
 I have discovered that reading a book a second time often makes me like it much less than I did before.

- This often ruins the entire experience of reading the book.

- e.g. Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness



Topic sentence 3
 There are some kinds of books that are simply not worthy of being read again.

- Reading these books a second time, so far from being interesting, is only a waste of time.

- e.g. no need to read science fiction novels again


Summary
 In conclusion, the second reading is nowhere near as good as the first since there are no surprises, the reader's opinion of the work as a whole can change dramatically, and some books do not deserve a second reading.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Some of my friends enjoy reading the same book several times. [Thesis statement]
 I, however, feel that reading a book a second time is not nearly as interesting as it was when I read it the first time.


[Topic sentence 1]
 You can only be surprised by the events in the story the first time you read a book. [General statement]
 The plot twists and surprises are what I enjoy most about books, but this element of surprise is lost after the first reading. [Example]
 I love reading detective novels because they make me follow the plot carefully to find the villain. However, if I read the book a second time, I already know who the villain is, so the book loses most of its attraction. [Closing sentence]
 The first reading may shock the reader, but the second one will merely bore the reader.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Also, I have discovered that reading a book a second time often makes me like it much less than I did before. [General statement]
 This often ruins the entire experience of reading the book. [Example]
 When I first read Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness
 , I loved it as an adventure story about a journalist's search in Africa for a company man who had disappeared. Upon second reading, many distasteful things came clearly into focus. One of those was the harsh treatment the African workers suffered at the hands of the Europeans. The company man, Kurtz, seems heroic during the first reading, yet the second reading revealed him as obviously insane. [Closing sentence]
 The second time you read a book can detract from the things you first enjoyed about it.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, there are some kinds of books that are simply not worthy of being read again. [General statement]
 Reading these books a second time, rather than being interesting, is only a waste of time. [Example]
 Suppose you are reading a science fiction novel. There are lots of these books on the market. Many are fun to read, but they are all so similar to one another that there is no reason to reread any of them. After I finish one, I just grab another and read a different story on a similar topic. [Closing sentence]
 Definitely, not every book deserves reading again nor gets more interesting on a second reading.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, the second reading is nowhere near as good as the first since there are no surprises, the reader's opinion of the work as a whole can change dramatically, and some books do not deserve a second reading. [Final comment]
 It is better to enjoy a book once and then savor that memory.


【开头句】
 我有一些朋友喜欢重复阅读书籍。【总论点】
 然而，我认为再看一次就没有第一次那么有趣了。


【主题句1】
 书中的情节只有在第一次读的时候才能给你带来惊喜。【主要观点】
 书中曲折的情节和出人意料的发展是我的最爱，但是这些惊讶元素在读完一遍后就感觉不到了。【例子】
 我很喜欢侦探小说，因为我可以仔细跟随书中情节的发展发现真正的罪犯。可是，当我第二次看的时候，我已经知道了答案，小说对我也就失去了大部分吸引力。【结尾句】
 初看一本书可以让人震撼，而第二次看就只会使人无聊了。


【主题句2】
 另外，我还发现第二次看书常常会让我对一本书的好感大大下降。【主要观点】
 读者的阅读经历通常就这样被毁了。【例子】
 我第一次读约瑟夫·康拉德的小说《黑暗之心》时，很喜欢这部描写一名记者在非洲搜救消失了的公司职员的冒险小说。可读第二遍的时候，我开始注意到许多令人不快的内容。欧洲人虐待非洲工人就是其中之一。还有，那个公司职员库尔茨，在初读的时候我觉得他是个英雄，可第二次读完后，我意识到他是个彻头彻尾的疯子。【结尾句】
 书读第二遍的时候，很多东西就不像第一次那么美好了。


【主题句3】
 最后，一些种类的书根本就不值得去读第二遍。【主要观点】
 对于这些书，读第二遍只是在浪费时间，没有任何乐趣可言。【例子】
 假设你在读一本科幻小说。市场上这样的书多得是。它们都很有趣，但是套路都很相似，因此没有必要去重新读任何一本。读完一本后，我会很快找到另一本，去品味类似主题下的不同情节。【结尾句】
 的确，并不是每一本书都值得读第二遍，也不是每一本书在读第二遍时都能更有趣。


【总结】
 总之，书读第二遍总没有第一遍感觉好，因为没有了悬念，还可能对书的总体看法大大改变，而且有些书根本不值得重读。【结束语】
 所以书最好只看一遍，然后保留美好的记忆。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


Leisure activities are those which people enjoy when they have free time, something not in abundance for most individuals. This, however, will change in the future as people will surely have ample time to participate in leisure activities twenty years from now.

In the future, many more people will work in their homes than now, which allows them to have more time to spend on leisure activities. A move away from an office environment will surely present more opportunities to relax. My father spends an hour each morning and evening going to work and then returning home. If he worked at home, he could spend those extra two hours doing something relaxing. As fewer people work in offices, their extra hours for leisure activities will increase.

Machines will free people to do the things they want. Twenty years from now, machines will be doing more everyday activities that now involve human labor. Devices with smart technology will likely become more prevalent. Refrigerators might know when there is no milk or eggs, so they will call the supermarket to have them delivered. Payment for this service will be taken out of a person's account automatically. Since people will have fewer jobs and errands to do, they will naturally get to relax more.

The days of employees being forced to work large numbers of overtime hours will also come to an end. Governments will pass and enforce laws restricting companies from overworking their employees. My uncle sometimes works sixty or more hours a week. Governments will ensure that this kind of labor exploitation does not happen to employees in the future. With better labor laws, people will have more time to do the activities they want to do.

It is my belief that, twenty years from now, people will have more time for leisure activities since they will spend more time at home, not have to do various jobs or errands, and will be protected from overworking by laws. In the future, life will surely be more relaxing for most people.

休闲活动指的是人们在空闲的时候做的事情，多数人都没有多少空闲时间。而这一切都将改变，因为20年后人们将有充足的时间去参与各种休闲活动。

将来，越来越多的人将会在家中工作，这样他们会有更多的时间去休闲。从办公室环境中解放出来的确会给人们提供更多放松的机会。我的父亲每天在上下班的路上各花一个小时。如果他在家工作，那两个小时的时间就可以用来做一些放松的活动。随着在办公室工作的人越来越少，人们休闲的时间将会变得更多。

机器将会让人们自由地做很多他们想做的事情。20年以后，机器将能胜任更多现在依靠人力的日常工作。带有智能科技的装置将会更加普及。冰箱将能够感知到牛奶或鸡蛋用完了，然后通知超市送一些过来。并且，这些费用将会自动地从顾客的账户中扣除。由于人们需要做的工作和日常琐事减少了，他们自然就可以有更多的休闲时间。

员工们被迫长时间加班的日子也将结束。政府将会通过和执行相应的法律，限制企业强迫雇员加班。我舅舅有时一周工作60小时或更长时间。政府将会确保这种剥削劳动力的现象在未来不会发生在雇员身上。在更完善的劳动法的保护下，人们会有更多时间去做自己想做的事情。

我坚信，20年后的人们将会有更多的休闲时间，因为那时他们在家的时间会变长，也不用做各种繁琐的工作或差事，在法律的保护下又不必加班。在未来，大多数人的生活一定会更加放松。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


It would be wonderful if, twenty years from now, people had more leisure time than they currently do. However, I am convinced that as the world moves at a faster pace, the amount of time people have for leisure activities will decrease.

People today are working more than they ever have, and this trend is likely to continue. Companies are continually increasing people's workloads as they push their employees to do more in shorter periods of time. For example, my father often works fifty to sixty hours a week at his job. However, my grandfather typically worked a forty-hour workweek. The trend is for people to work longer hours. Additionally, my father keeps getting more and more work to do at his job, so he is obliged to work longer hours. I am sure that will be the same for me in the future. People should expect to work even more in future years.

Even with the development of new technology, people never seem to have enough time to do what needs to get done. In fact, it seems that people had more leisure time in the past when the world had less technology. So, it stands to reason that more technology will result in even less leisure time. One reason is that all this technology has enabled people to do more things in a day. With more jobs to do, the amount of time spent on leisure activities will naturally decrease.

Finally, people's fast-paced lifestyles leave them too tired at the end of the day to do anything. With the amount of work people have to do increasing, they will simply lack the energy to do anything with that little free time they have. My parents both work hard, so they do not have any energy at the end of the day. As I expect people to work even more in the future than they do now, people will be even more exhausted. Their fatigue would not allow them to dare to engage in any leisure activities.

Unfortunately, twenty years from now, I think people will have less time for leisure activities since they will have more work, not enough time, and will be too tired to do anything when they are not busy. While the future is bright in many fields, it is not very promising with regards to people's leisure time.

如果20年后人们比今天拥有更多的休闲时间，那当然是最好不过的了。然而在我看来，由于社会节奏不断加快，人们用来休闲的时间将会变少。

人们今天的工作量前所未有的大，而这种趋势将会继续。公司不断给员工施压，让他们在更短的时间内做更多的工作。比如说，我父亲通常每周工作50到60小时，而我祖父则只有40小时。可见，人们的工作时间越来越长。此外，我父亲的工作量还在不断地增加，因此他不得不工作更长的时间。我相信未来这种趋势会在我的身上继续延续下去。在未来的若干年中，人们还会有更多的工作。

即使新科技在不断发展，人们依然觉得事情太多，时间不够。事实上，在过去科技不是很发达的时候，人们似乎拥有更多的休闲时间。因此，我们可以得出结论：高科技甚至减少了人们的休闲时间。原因之一是所有这些高科技使人们可以在一天之内做更多的事情。由于工作量的增加，人们能够花在休闲上的时间自然就减少了。

最后，快节奏的生活方式使得人们在一天的工作之后筋疲力尽，什么事情都不想做。随着人们要做的工作越来越多，他们在所剩无几的时间里也没有精力再去做其他事。我的父母工作都非常辛苦，因此他们每天回来后都很疲惫。我认为人们以后的工作会比现在更加繁重，他们会感到更加疲劳。这种疲劳使他们无法参与任何休闲活动。

不幸的是，我认为20年之后人们的休闲时间会变少，因为他们的工作量会变得更大，没有充足的时间，甚至由于过于劳累而在不忙时也不想参加其他休闲活动。尽管未来在很多方面都很令人期待，可是在人们的休闲时间方面并不是很乐观。



Unit 20　School & Education III



Writing Practice A


Brainstorming

AGREE


must understand the big picture first


- knowing how/why > knowing details

- e.g. my history teacher


many universities teach value of ideas & concepts


- no understanding of ideas & concepts → low grades

- e.g. my sister's university classes


mere knowledge of facts → no creativity


- thinking in broad terms → more creative

- e.g. Steve Jobs & innovations at Apple

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 I believe that it is more important to understand ideas and concepts for a variety of reasons.


Topic sentence 1
 Students need to understand the big picture before they can begin to concentrate on the details.

- Knowing details is not the same as knowing how or why.

- e.g. my history teacher's teaching method


Topic sentence 2
 Many universities are now focusing on teaching students the value of ideas and concepts.

- Students' grades will go down if they do not know concepts.

- e.g. my sister's university seminars or classes


Topic sentence 3
 Creativity does not come from the mere knowledge of facts.

- Thinking in broad terms lets people become more creative.

- e.g. Steve Jobs's creativity and the innovations at Apple Computer


Summary
 The ability to learn ideas and concepts is crucial to having a broader understanding of things, to do better in school, and to develop new ideas of one's own.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 Some of my friends are concerned only about learning facts so much so that they know thousands of them. [Thesis statement]
 However, I believe that it is more important to understand ideas and concepts for a variety of reasons.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Students need to understand the big picture before they can begin to concentrate on the details. [General statement]
 Merely knowing the details is not the same as understanding why or how something happened. [Example]
 For example, my history teacher often makes sure that we understand the broad, historical situation of an event before filling our minds with a variety of facts. [Closing sentence]
 Without this broad knowledge, we would not be able to possess a deeper understanding of certain events.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Many universities are now focusing on teaching students the value of ideas and concepts. [General statement]
 Without understanding them, a student's grades will truly suffer. [Example]
 My sister told me that many of her university classes are seminars or classes based on discussion. In these classes, the professor and students discuss the ideas and theories behind what they are studying. The students are not expected to memorize lists of facts. [Closing sentence]
 They instead need to know the importance of what they are studying.


[Topic sentence 3]
 Finally, creativity does not come from the mere knowledge of facts. [General statement]
 Thinking in terms of broad concepts and ideas is what helps a person to become more creative. [Example]
 In the 1990s, Apple Computer went into a serious decline when its founder, Steve Jobs, was pushed out of the company. His return several years later, however, revitalized the company, and Jobs has been the driving force behind many of the company's innovative electronic products. Steve Jobs's abilities to be creative and to think in broad concepts have made his company one of the top ones in the world. [Closing sentence]
 His focus on ideas and concepts was what enabled Apple to become this way.


[Summary]
 Ultimately, the ability to learn ideas and concepts is crucial to having a broader understanding of things, to do better in school, and to develop new ideas of one's own. [Final comment]
 Knowing facts, while nice, is not as important as knowing the ideas behind them.


【开头句】
 我的一些朋友喜欢把精力放在对具体知识的记忆上。【总论点】
 然而，基于一些原因，我认为对概念的理解是更重要的。


【主题句1】
 学生在开始关注细节之前应当先了解整体概念。【主要观点】
 仅仅知道细节不等同于明白事情发生的原因和始末。【例子】
 比如说，我的历史老师在向我们讲述某个事件的细节之前都要先介绍其所处的大的历史背景。【结尾句】
 如果没有这些广泛的知识，我们对某些事件的理解将不会那么深刻。


【主题句2】
 现在有许多大学都致力于教给学生概念的价值。【主要观点】
 如果学生不理解这些，将无法得到理想的成绩。【例子】
 我妹妹告诉我，她在大学里的很多课程都是研讨会或讨论型课程。在课堂中，教授和学生们会讨论所学内容中包含的概念和理论。老师并不要求学生记忆事实性信息。【结尾句】
 他们只需要明白他们所学知识的重要性。


【主题句3】
 最后，创造力并不是从简单的事实性知识中产生的。【主要观点】
 对宽泛的概念的思考让人们更加具有创造力。【例子】
 20世纪90年代，苹果电脑在其创始人史蒂夫·乔布斯被排挤出公司后面临巨大的危机。然而几年之后乔布斯回归苹果，使公司获得了新生。也正是在他的推动下，苹果公司推出了众多新型电子产品。史蒂夫·乔布斯的创造力和开创的思维把苹果公司带到了全球最强公司的行列。【结尾句】
 他对于概念的专注使苹果公司获得了今天的成就。


【总结】
 总之，无论我们想更广泛地了解事物，还是想在学校里取得好成绩，或者想提出令人耳目一新的创意，学习概念的能力都非常重要。【结束语】
 知其然固然好，但更要知其所以然。


Writing Practice B


Brainstorming

DISAGREE


emphasis on learning facts in school


- no knowledge of facts → low grades

- e.g. my chemistry teacher


working world: knowing facts > knowing concepts & ideas


- know more facts = do better job

- e.g. my aunt's knowledge of products → got promoted


admired & respected by others


- impress other people with knowledge

- e.g. my cousin known as a“walking encyclopedia”

Outlining & Organizing


Thesis statement
 Learning facts is of much greater importance to people than knowing about ideas and concepts.


Topic sentence 1
 Because schools place an emphasis on learning facts, students must do so in order to do well at school.

- Knowing facts lets students get higher grades.

- e.g. my chemistry teacher's teaching method


Topic sentence 2
 Knowing facts is of much greater importance than understanding ideas and concepts in the working world.

- People can do their jobs better by knowing more facts.

- e.g. my aunt got promoted for knowing many facts about products


Topic sentence 3
 A person who has an encyclopedic knowledge of various topics will be respected and admired by many people.

- Having a lot of factual knowledge can impress many people.

- e.g. my cousin referred to as a“walking encyclopedia”


Summary
 People should focus on improving their factual knowledge as it can help them in school, at their jobs, and in their lives in general.

Completing the Essay


[Opening sentence]
 I definitely see the use of understanding various ideas and concepts. [Thesis statement]
 However, learning facts is of much greater importance to people than knowing about ideas and concepts.


[Topic sentence 1]
 Because schools place an emphasis on learning facts, students must do so in order to do well at school. [General statement]
 A comprehensive knowledge of facts will enable students to pass their exams and get high grades, thereby improving their futures. [Example]
 My chemistry teacher is constantly having us memorize the characteristics of the different elements. We have to repeat these facts on our tests, or else we will do poorly. [Closing sentence]
 Knowing the concepts in my classes is much less crucial than being able to repeat facts.


[Topic sentence 2]
 Knowing facts is of much greater importance than understanding ideas and concepts in the working world. [General statement]
 Possessing knowledge of lots of facts is therefore one way for people to excel at their jobs. [Example]
 My aunt works at a large company, and she is constantly attending meetings where she has to talk about different products. She knows everything there is to know about them, and she can discuss the products without using any notes at these meetings. Her comprehensive knowledge has impressed her bosses, who recently gave her a promotion for her outstanding work. [Closing sentence]
 Clearly, knowing a lot of facts on the job can be of tremendous help.


[Topic sentence 3]
 A person who has an encyclopedic knowledge of various topics will be respected and admired by many people. [General statement]
 Possessing a lot of factual knowledge can help one impress people, which can work to a person's advantage. [Example]
 Some people refer to my cousin as a“walking encyclopedia.”Whenever people want to know the answer to a question on virtually any topic, he always seems to know the answer. He has won many trivia contests and even runs a successful tutoring business. [Closing sentence]
 Learning facts can help a person lead a very successful life.


[Summary]
 In conclusion, people should focus on improving their factual knowledge as it can help them in school, at their jobs, and in their lives in general. [Final comment]
 A complete understanding of ideas and concepts is fine, but more emphasis should be placed on learning facts.


【开头句】
 我很清楚理解各种概念和理论的重要性。【总论点】
 然而，对具体知识的记忆远比对概念的理解要重要。


【主题句1】
 由于学校很重视学生对于具体知识的掌握，因此，学生们如果想要得到好的成绩，就不得忽略这一点。【主要观点】
 对于各门功课知识的了解能让学生们顺利通过考试拿到高分，进而带来更好的未来。【例子】
 我的化学老师一直让我们记忆各种化学元素的特性。我们需要在考试中将这些特性默写出来，否则将得到很低的分数。【结尾句】
 在这样的课堂上，记忆比理解重要得多。


【主题句2】
 在职场上，记忆也比理解要重要。【主要观点】
 因此，大量掌握某方面的知识也是在工作中表现出色的方式之一。【例子】
 我婶婶在一家大公司工作，她经常要在会议上做不同产品的介绍。她对这些产品如数家珍，发言完全脱稿。她广博的知识引起了老板的注意，出色的工作使她最近得到了提升。【结尾句】
 很明显，多了解工作方面的知识会使我们在职场上更加出色。


【主题句3】
 像百科全书一样学识渊博的人往往让许多人钦佩和羡慕。【主要观点】
 见多识广能给别人留下深刻的印象，可以成为一个人的优势。【例子】
 有人称我的堂兄为“会走路的百科全书”。每当人们对某件事情产生疑问的时候，他好像总是知道答案。他经常在知识竞赛中获奖，甚至还成功地经营着家教生意。【结尾句】
 尽可能多地掌握知识会使人们的生活非常成功。


【总结】
 总之，掌握知识能够帮助人们在学校、职场和生活中都有良好的表现。因此我们应当重视知识的记忆。【结束语】
 知其所以然固然很好，但是知其然应当被放在优先的位置。


TOEFL iBT Practice



Sample Answer（Agree）


Books have been with us for centuries, and they are the preferred material for most people to read and receive their information from. However, twenty years from now, I think students will no longer be using printed books in their studies.

Computers have begun replacing printed materials, and they will continue doing so in the future. Computers can hold much more information than books can, and this will contribute to the demise of books. I have read that some universities require all students to have laptop computers. The classrooms are wired for Internet usage, as is every building on campus. Professors use the Internet for teaching, and students submit all reports electronically. The future of education is electronic computers, not printed books.

Because of a concern for the environment, fewer books will be printed on paper in the future. Conserving Earth's natural resources, including trees, will continue to be the focus of many people. Publishing companies have already come out with e-books, which are available over the Internet. E-books use no paper and are often cheaper than printed materials. As their popularity continues to rise, fewer people will bother with buying printed books.

Many teacher training programs currently emphasize non-book learning methods, a trend which will surely increase. As the older generation of teachers retires, new teachers will use books less often. For instance, many teacher training programs have courses in computer-assisted learning methods. Also, many schools are moving towards online classrooms where students and teachers meet over the Internet. In the future, virtually everything, including classroom materials, will be done on the Internet.

It seems apparent to me that, twenty years from now, books and other printed materials will disappear thanks to the growing use of computers, concern for the environment, and an emphasis on nontraditional learning methods. In the future, students will no longer worry about carrying huge bags of books to and from school.

书籍已经陪伴人们走过了好几个世纪，是大多数人获取信息和知识的首选材料。然而，我认为20年之后的学生们将不会再在学习中使用印刷的书籍。

电脑已经开始取代印刷品，这种趋势还将继续下去。电脑里能够存储比书本里多得多的信息，这会带来印刷书籍的消亡。我看到有些大学要求学生人手一台笔记本电脑。校园里的每座建筑、每个教室都接入因特网。教授们用因特网来教学，而学生们则都用邮件提交作业。未来的教育将依靠电脑，而不是书本。

出于对环境的考虑，以后印刷的书籍将会变少。保护包括树木在内的地球自然资源仍将是许多人关注的焦点。出版公司已经开始发行在网上就能阅读的电子书籍。电子书籍不需要纸张，往往也比印刷的书籍便宜。由于电子书籍越来越普遍，很少有人再去买印刷的书籍了。

现在，许多教师培训项目强调采用“无书教学法”，这一趋势还将继续下去。随着老一代教师逐渐退休，新生代的教师对书籍的使用将会减少。比如说，许多教师培训项目都有关于计算机辅助学习方法的课程。此外，很多学校还致力于建设在线教室，让学生和老师可以上网交流。将来，包括课堂材料在内的一切，几乎都可以通过因特网实现。

在我看来，20年后，书籍和其他纸质材料都将消失，这是因为人们更多地使用电脑，更关心环境问题，以及更推崇非传统的教学方法。将来，学生们再也不用担心背着沉重的书包往返于家和学校之间了。


Sample Answer（Disagree）


The increasing use of the Internet and other media is causing some people to believe that books will disappear soon. However, twenty years from now, printed books are still going to be an important part of students' educations.

While computers may seem ubiquitous in developed countries, this is hardly the case for the rest of the world. Developing countries will still be using books in the future as they will be unable to afford the cost of only using computers in their classrooms. Books, of course, are much cheaper than computers. Even in the most advanced countries, the number of classrooms where books have been eliminated is tiny. It is nonsense to believe that in twenty years, not only advanced but also third-world countries' students will be learning without the use of printed books.

People are also simply more comfortable sitting down and reading books than they are in reading from computer screens. Picking up and reading a book is an experience that most people will want to continue to enjoy. I personally love reading in bed, on the subway, and in just about any other place where I can sit down. I cannot imagine trying to read from my laptop while lying in bed or taking the subway. For me, nothing can replace the pleasure of turning the pages of a book. Scrolling down on a computer screen just is not the same pleasing experience.

Finally, computer screens are known to be harmful to people's eyes while books are not. Staring at a computer screen for hours at a time can cause problems for people. I know many people who do not like looking at a computer screen since it causes their eyes to get tired. I sometimes get headaches when I have to sit in front of my computer a lot. I do not experience any problems with books, which leads me to believe that they will be around for a long, long time.

In conclusion, books are still going to be used by students twenty years from now thanks to their cheapness, comfort level, and lack of harm caused to people's eyes. While computers and other multimedia tools will be enormously important learning tools, they will not completely cause the disappearance of printed books from students' educations.

网络和其他媒体的普及使得一些人相信书籍将在不远的将来被淘汰。然而，20年后印刷书籍将继续在学生的教育领域中扮演重要角色。

在发达国家里，电脑似乎无处不在，但世界上其他地方的情况却大相径庭。对于发展中国家来说，由于他们无法负担完全使用电脑进行课堂教学的费用，书籍仍将被使用。书籍当然比电脑便宜许多。即使在最发达的国家里，也很少有完全不使用书本的教室。那种认为20年之后，无论是发达国家还是第三世界国家的孩子都将脱离书本进行学习的言论是十分荒谬的。

相比在电脑屏幕上阅读，坐下来看书对人们来说也更加舒适。拿起一本好书细细地品读，是大部分人想要继续享受的感觉。就我个人而言，我喜欢在床上、地铁上，或者任何一个我可以坐下来的地方读书。我无法想象在床上或者在地铁里盯着笔记本电脑屏幕看书的情景。对我来说，没有什么能替代翻过书页时的快乐。用滚动条在电脑屏幕上翻动文字则不是一件令人向往的事情。

最后，电脑屏幕对人的眼睛有害，而书籍则不会。一口气盯着电脑屏幕几个小时会给人们带来不适感。我认识很多人，他们不愿意长时间盯着电脑屏幕，因为那让他们的眼睛十分疲劳。当我不得不长时间待在电脑前面，有时会头痛。书本则从没有给我带来任何麻烦，这使我相信书籍还会存在很长一段时间。

总之，由于书籍价格便宜，阅读舒适，且对眼睛无害，它们在20年后还将被学生大量使用。尽管电脑和其他多媒体也是非常重要的教学工具，但是在教育领域，它们依然无法完全取代印刷的书籍。



Actual Test 01


Task 1（Integrated Writing）

■ Reading

尽管可能有许多合理的历史原因让我们保护年代久远的建筑物，但是这并不能阻止人们要拆除其中很大一部分来为新的建筑让路。保护老建筑的行为应该立即停止。老建筑应该为新建筑让路。

一般来讲，被认为有重要历史意义的建筑应该被保护起来，甚至由政府出资将其重新修建。对于真正重要的历史遗迹，比如总统的出生地，这项举措也许是必要的，而许多老建筑必须达到政府制定的当前的标准才能被称为重要。保护它们只会导致不必要的政府花费。相反，政府应将资金转投向更有价值的地方，包括打击犯罪和改善学校、医院设施。

许多老建筑看上去并不赏心悦目，事实上，对人们没有什么实际用途。大多数人更喜欢现代设计风格的建筑，喜欢那些可以让他们在其中进行各种活动的建筑。老建筑应该被拆除，为现代建筑让路，如购物中心和娱乐场所。与老建筑相比，这些建筑能更好地满足公众的需求。

这么多年来，建筑规范和标准已经有了极大的变化。老建筑完全达不到这些标准。它们的水管是石棉铅制的；电力系统陈旧过时；它们还采用了致癌的石棉做隔热材料。更换或者是翻新所有这些老建筑非常费时费钱。拆除它们真的是更安全、更经济合理。

■ Listening

[image: 0197-01]



Narrator
 　Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.


W:
 Historical buildings are a part of our heritage. Many important events in our city, state, and, of course, country took place in these buildings, so they must be preserved. There are several ways that we can guarantee they won't be, you know, blights on their neighborhoods but will in fact improve them.

Preserving, modernizing, and making buildings safer does not require government money at all. People can raise money and ask for donations to help preserve them. Remember that just last year the old post office down on Fifth Street was saved thanks to a local fundraising campaign started by an elementary school class. By raising private funds, we can do the same for other buildings.

Take a look around this city. Like many others, it's dominated by steel and glass structures, strip malls, and fast-food restaurants. While some people may enjoy these places, I know many others who don't. The architecture of the past... [pauses]
 the wood, brick, and concrete buildings, the art-deco style from the thirties, the brick townhouses... [pauses]
 they're all parts of our heritage. And they're much more pleasing to the eye than many new structures being erected.

And let's not forget that historical buildings can generate money through tourism. The birthplace of an important figure or a building where a historical event took place can attract many paying customers. For example, Virginia makes millions of dollars a year off of tourism. Millions! Why? Well, it's the birthplace of at least eight presidents, it has the building where the Civil War ended, and it contains many battlefields from both the Revolution and the Civil War. Old buildings and places really do have values beyond their historical importance.


W：
 历史建筑是我们遗产中的一部分。我们的城市、州，当然还有我们国家的许多重大事件都发生在这些建筑物里，因此它们必须受到保护。我们有几种方式可以保证它们不会给周围地区带来负面的影响，相反，实际上会提升它们的形象。

保护、改装、修缮这些建筑根本不需要政府花钱。人们可以自筹资金并寻求捐款来帮助保护这些建筑。我们大家都记得，就是在去年，多亏一个小学班级在当地发起了筹集资金的活动，第五大街上的老邮局被保留了下来。通过筹集私人资金，我们可以像保护老邮局那样保护其他建筑物。

好好看看这座城市吧。像其他许多城市一样，这里挤满了钢和玻璃结构的大楼、商业街和快餐店。虽然有些人可能乐意去这些地方，但是我知道也有许多人不喜欢。过去的建筑……【停顿】木头、砖和混凝土建筑，从30年代保存下来的极具装饰艺术风格的建筑，砖砌成的市政厅……【停顿】它们都是我们遗产的一部分。与许多新建的各种结构的建筑相比，那些建筑更加令人赏心悦目。

还有，我们不要忘记，历史建筑可以通过旅游业创造收益。一个重要人物的出生地或发生一个历史事件的建筑都能够吸引许多付费参观的游客。例如，弗吉尼亚每年从旅游业中赚取数百万美元。数百万！为什么？因为这里是至少八位总统的出生地；这里有人们宣布内战结束的那座建筑；这里有独立战争和内战的多个战场。古建筑和历史遗迹已超越了其历史重要性，确实具有珍贵的价值。


Sample Answer


The reading passage argues strongly in favor of tearing down the majority of older buildings. The professor, however, feels that efforts should be made to save many of them.

To begin with, the author of the reading passage feels the government money spent preserving these buildings would be better spent on law enforcement, education, and health services. But the professor notes that these buildings do not require government funds. Instead, they can be supported by private citizens donating money from their own pockets, as in the case of the old post office on Fifth Street.

In response to the reading's claim that many people dislike the appearances of older buildings, the professor states that she and many others believe most current buildings look awful. Rather, the varied architecture of older buildings is a part of the region's heritage.

The reading asserts that many old buildings could be dangerous since they do not meet current building codes and standards; however, the professor declares that many old buildings can actually be sources of income for the community. For instance, Virginia earns millions of dollars annually from tourists visiting its historical places.

While the reading passage's author writes against the notion of maintaining these old buildings, the professor advocates preserving them and making them valuable parts of the community.

阅读文章强烈赞同拆除大多数古建筑。而教授则认为应该采取措施保护一些古建筑。

首先，文章作者认为用来保护古建筑的经费不如花在法律实施、教育和医疗保健服务上面。但是教授指出，这些建筑不需要政府出资维护。相反，它们可以由市民们自掏腰包捐款，第五大街上的老邮局就是很好的例子。

阅读文章称许多人不喜欢古建筑的外观，教授反驳说她和其他很多人都认为大多数现代建筑看起来很糟糕。而古建筑风格的多样性是地区遗产的一部分。

阅读文章认为由于不符合现代建筑标准，许多古建筑存在安全问题；但是教授宣称很多古建筑实际上可以给社区带来收入。例如，弗吉尼亚州通过接待参观历史古迹的游客，每年都可以收入数百万美元。

阅读文章作者反对保护这些古建筑，教授则坚持呼吁保护古建筑并让它们成为社区有价值的部分。

Task 2（Independent Writing）


Sample Answer


I have occasionally seen some older people who thoroughly enjoy their lives. However, as a general rule, young people definitely enjoy life more than older people do.

Since the majority of young people are more physically active than older people, they can engage in more activities. In general, young people like to go outside and do different things, and this helps them enjoy their lives more. Most young people are very active individuals. They like going out, playing sports, taking trips, and doing all sorts of other activities. This keeps them from getting bored. When they do not want to do one activity, they just start doing another. But older people simply lack the physical strength to enjoy such various activities. For example, my grandparents are retired, and the only thing they do is sit around the house all day long. That cannot be fun at all. The expression“variety is the spice of life”is very true in young people.

Also, young people frequently go out with their friends, something which helps them enjoy their lives even more. Being alone can be very boring, but you almost never see young people spending time by themselves. Instead, they are surrounded by friends. The same is not true for older people. I have often heard older people, including some of my relatives, complain about being lonely. Their loneliness cannot contribute to making them happy. I am sure they would be much happier if they had friends with whom they could spend time, just like young people do.

It seems clear to me that young people enjoy life much more than older people do since they are physically active enough to do more activities and can go out with their friends frequently. It seems that being young is a great resource for enjoying life.

我偶尔会遇到一些生活得很快乐的老年人。然而，从总体上来说，我认为年轻人肯定比老年人更能享受生活。

由于大多数年轻人的身体状况比老年人好，他们能够参与更多的活动。总的来说，年轻人喜欢户外活动，喜欢尝试不同的事物，这使得他们更加享受生活。大多数年轻人都很活跃。他们喜欢外出、进行体育运动、旅行以及参加其他各种活动。这样，他们通常不会感到无聊。当他们不想参加一项活动时，他们就可以开始另一项活动。而老年人则没有体力参加那么多活动。比如说，我的祖父母都退休了，他们唯一做的就是整天待在家里无所事事。那一点乐趣也没有。那句“变化是生活的调味品”对年轻人来说很贴切。

此外，年轻人经常和朋友外出相聚，这也让他们的生活更加精彩。孤独的生活总是很无聊，但是我们基本看不到年轻人一个人待着。相反，他们总是和朋友在一起。老年人则不是这样。我经常听到包括我的一些亲戚在内的老年人抱怨说他们感到孤独。孤独使得他们很难再感到开心。我相信如果他们也像年轻人一样能够和朋友们共度时光，一定也会十分快乐。

在我看来，因为年轻人的身体好，可以参与更多活动，并且能够经常与朋友外出相聚，所以他们比老年人更能享受生活。看起来年轻真的是快乐生活的源泉。



Actual Test 02


Task 1（Integrated Writing）

■ Reading

尽管印刷媒体在新闻领域已经长期占据主导地位，但是它很快就会被网络媒体所取代。事实上，印刷媒体的存在已经时日不长了。

网络新闻既快捷又可以随时更新。不论有新闻价值的事件发生在世界上哪个角落，它都能立即被上传到大多数的新闻服务器上。举个例子，一场体育赛事刚结束，只需几分钟，有关这场赛事的完整的精彩重现和分析报道一般就会出现在网上。而印刷媒体要让人等到第二天才获悉此新闻——如果赛事进行时，此报纸已经付印，甚至还要多等一天。

网络新闻是多样化的，人们可以读到他们想知道的任何地方的任何事情。例如，一个喜欢娱乐的人能找到几百个含有娱乐信息的站点。人们甚至能通过电子邮件收到发送给他们的提示信息，随时让他们知道最喜欢的偶像有哪些新闻或是他们可能喜欢的展览的信息。而使用印刷媒体时，想要找到感兴趣的新闻，人们还要把所有的信息都浏览一遍。

网络媒体也能提供当前的、最新的来自世界各地的新闻，并不局限于某一地区或本国之内。人们能读到来自任何地方的新闻，这些新闻不会像在印刷媒体上那样被特殊处理。印刷媒体，甚至电视新闻，都把焦点集中在本地或本国新闻上，内容也都一再被加工。人们很难通过印刷媒体了解事情的真相。

■ Listening

[image: 0203-01]



Narrator
 　Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.


M:
 While online news has many advantages over print media, I feel that we need both of them and that print media actually has several advantages over online news. Let me explain my reasons for thinking this.

Stories are often published on the Internet or even shown on television as they are actually happening. This can lead to, well, contradictory and confusing reports. For example, when there's a plane crash, the Internet and television are all over it even though they typically don't know much of importance since the story is still happening. Print media, however, has more time to absorb the story, let it occur, and then get all the details. When I want accurate reporting, I always read newspapers and magazines. They've had more time to get things right.

Some people hype the fact that online news is highly specialized. But you often have to pay for these services, including video fees for some major new services or websites that chart the lives of famous people. Or, if you don't pay, your computer screen gets bombarded by advertisements and other pop-ups. Specialized services may provide more details for what people are interested in, but customers are definitely not getting these services for free.

While online media does a great job of providing international news, most people, myself included, are predominantly interested only in local and national news. This is the news, after all, which influences us daily. I don't really care about the price of gas in Japan or who won an election in France. I do, however, care about the price of gas locally and who is in office in this city. Print media can provide this information on a daily basis.


M：
 尽管网络媒介在很多方面优于印刷媒介，但我认为我们两者都需要，而实际上，印刷媒介与网络媒介相比有更多优势。下面让我解释一下我这样认为的理由。

当事件正在发生的时候，它们通常就会在网上甚至电视上直播出来。那么，这就会导致报道相互矛盾或者令人迷惑。例如，一起飞机坠毁事件发生的时候，网络和电视很快就会争相报道，而通常情况下他们并不了解事情的重要性，因为事件仍然在发生着。然而，印刷媒介有更多的时间来吸收整个事件，静观事态发展，最终获得所有的细节。当我需要了解准确的报道时，我会去阅读报纸或杂志。他们有更多的时间进行正确的报道。

有些人吹嘘网络新闻高度专业化。但是你通常必须为这些服务付费，例如一些新的主要服务项目或者追踪名人生活的网站需要支付视频费用。否则，如果你不付费，你的电脑屏幕就会遭到广告或其他自动弹出的信息的轰炸。专业化的服务也许可以为人们感兴趣的方面提供更多详细的信息，但客户肯定不能免费享受这些服务。

尽管在线媒介能够提供大量的国际新闻，但大多数人，包括我自己在内，却主要对当地或国内的新闻感兴趣。毕竟这些消息每天都影响着我们。我确实不会关心日本油价的升降，不在意谁赢了法国大选。然而，我的确在乎当地的油价，以及谁主政这个城市。印刷媒介会以每天的事实为依据提供此类信息。


Sample Answer


The reading passage's author believes online media is superior to print media; however, the lecturer thinks print media has several advantages over online news.

To begin with, the reading mentions that online news is fast and up-to-date. In fact, it often gets news out as it is happening or soon afterwards while print media must wait at least a day to do so. However, the professor states that online coverage of breaking news events is often confused and, in many cases, incorrect. He declares that print media, while slower, is more accurate than online media.

According to the reading, online news is more specialized, so people can get information on their favorite celebrities or anything they want without having to read news they are not interested in. The professor acknowledges this fact but states that these services are not free and often come with annoying advertisements and pop-ups.

Finally, in direct response to the reading passage author's claim that online media provides excellent coverage of international news, the professor declares he is not particularly interested in that. Instead, he prefers reading about local and national news, which print media provides much of.

While the reading passage's author feels that online news is the better version, the professor disagrees and thinks that print media is the much better option.

阅读文章认为网络媒介比印刷媒介更好，然而，教授认为印刷媒介在许多方面比网络媒介更有优势。

首先，阅读文章提到网络媒介速度很快，能提供最新的信息。事实上，网络媒介往往在事件发生时或发生后不久就能立即发布消息，而印刷媒介则必须等上至少一天的时间。不过，教授指出，网络媒介对于突发事件的报道往往模糊不清，而且在许多情况下是不准确的。他认为印刷媒介尽管较慢，但是报道更加准确。

根据阅读文章所说，网络信息的分类更加细致，因此人们不必花时间去阅读那些他们不感兴趣的新闻，就可以得到他们想知道的任何信息，例如最喜欢的偶像的新闻。教授承认这点，但是他也指出这些服务往往是要收费的，而且还会伴有许多烦人的广告和自动弹出的信息。

最后，阅读文章指出网络媒介能够提供许多精彩的国际新闻，然而教授则回应说，他对国际新闻没有兴趣。相反的，他更加关注印刷媒介所提供的大量国内和本地的新闻。

尽管阅读文章认为网络媒介拥有更多优势，教授则不同意，并认为印刷媒介才是最佳选择。

Task 2（Independent Writing）


Sample Answer


When listening to the news, I am constantly bombarded by announcements that the days of lifetime employment are long gone. I disagree, however, as I feel it is still realistic for a person to expect to work at the same company for his or her entire life.

Many companies remain in business for decades, so it is possible for people to keep the same employer for as long as they work. Just because a person can change jobs does not mean that the person will. My father works at a large, multinational corporation. He got the job after graduating from college and has remained there for almost twenty years. Many of his colleagues are the same. His company is well-managed and in no danger of going bankrupt. So, if he wants, he will never have to change companies. For many people, lifetime employment is still a distinct possibility.

When a person stays at the same company for many years, it is possible to get promoted to higher positions. There are countless examples of people starting in the mailroom and winding up as the company president. I recently read about one of these incidents in a magazine. Apparently, one man had worked at his company for almost forty years. He had stayed there since he knew he could get promoted by working hard and doing a good job. That is exactly what happened. People who stay at one workplace can guarantee themselves continued success.

Some people remain loyal to their employer so will refuse to leave even if better opportunities present themselves. Nowadays, some people constantly switch jobs, but others prefer to maintain their current employment no matter what job offers they may receive. Over the years, my father has received offers to work at other companies. In some cases, he would have received a higher salary. However, he felt a sense of loyalty to his company, his boss, and the other employees, so he has not changed jobs. Being loyal will enable people to have lifetime employment at the same company.

In conclusion, I believe it is possible for people to attain lifetime employment at a company because companies are staying in business for decades, people can rise to high positions at their companies, and workers feel loyal to their employers. While not everyone is interested in lifetime employment, it is available for those who desire it.

每次听到新闻报道中声称终身受雇的日子已经一去不复返，我都感到震惊。我不同意这一说法，因为我认为事实上人们还是希望自己能够终身为同一家公司工作。

许多公司持续数十年营业，因此人们完全有可能一直受雇于一个雇主。可以换工作和会换工作是两回事。我的父亲在一家很大的跨国公司工作。大学毕业后他就在那工作，这一待就是20年。他的许多同事也是如此。该公司管理得非常好，没有破产的危险。因此，如果他愿意，他永远都没有换工作的必要。对于很多人来说，终身受雇是一种很好的选择。

如果一个人在公司待了很多年，他就有可能得到升职的机会。传达室的普通雇员最后平步青云成为总裁的例子不胜枚举。我最近从杂志上就读到一则。某人为其公司工作了将近40年。他之所以留在那里，是因为他知道只要努力工作，有好的工作表现，就可以得到升职。而事实也确实如此。长期在公司工作的员工能够确保自己不断取得成功。

有些雇员对雇主十分忠诚，即使有更好的机会他们也不愿离去。现在有很多人频繁地跳槽，但是另一些人则不同，无论他们有多么好的新的工作机会，也宁愿维持现在的工作。数年来，我父亲总是接到其他公司的邀请，给他提供更高的薪水。然而，他忠于自己的公司、老板和同事，并没有跳槽。忠诚使得人们一辈子受雇于一家公司。

总之，我认为人们是有可能一辈子只为一家公司工作的，因为一般公司会持续经营几十年，雇员也可以得到升职的机会，而且很多员工对公司非常忠诚。尽管并不是每个人都喜欢终身受雇，但是有此想法的人完全可以做到这一点。



附录

CD链接：http://download.dogwood.com.cn/chuguo/xtfkszxjjgjxz.zip
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Agree
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Disagree

I question whether there has been any
improvement in the quality of life as a
result of technological developments.

Reasons

1. Technological developments have
worsened environmental problems.

2. Technology such as TV and the
Internet isolates a lot of individuals
from society.

3.The development of military
weapons has made the world a more
dangerous place to live.
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make a mistake than to say or do
something about it.
1.Every person grows by learning

from his/her own mistakes
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information by yourself, you will
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1. People need someone who can guide
them when they have no idea where
to start.

2. You can also practice communicating
with others while talking to your
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3.If takes a shorter time to learn
with a teacher than to learn by
oneself.
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1. T can be an expert in that particular
field.

2.I need to know about as many
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decide which field to pursue for my
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2. T can reduce any unnecessary study
loads if I focus on only one subject.

3.
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Opinion

Too much information

I agree that excessive amounts of
the information on the Internet cause
problems.

Reasons

1.Children are easily exposed to
harmful information on the Internet.

2. Much of the information on the
Internet is misleading or just
wrong.

3. Innocent people can be victims of
online scams.
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2. The development of computer
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useless for the poor.
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2. h h to get
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experience doing various kinds of Reasons

smaller, it is easier to get promotions.
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independence in the end.

Agree Disagree

E that th T i tant He

ggtee That Lheimost importon Opinion There are many important aspects of
reason why people have jobs is to earn <

o a job other than the salary.

as much money as possible.
1. The salary earned equals a worker's 1. You can fulfill and satisfy yourself

value at a company. through your work.
2. People have jobs to gain financial Ronsons 2. You contribute to society by doing

your work.
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Agree

Disagree

It is evident that Opinion Inmy opinion,
1.Everything in the universe is 1.If all your competitors work hard,
governed by the principle of cause the only thing you need to defeat
and effect. them is luck.
2 t control all the fact
2. Successful people are always hard You cannoticontroldl ¢ Tactors
Reasons

workers who never give up.

even if you really want to succeed
in life
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Opinion There is no question that
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participate in.
2. The crime rates in rural areas are . .
- 2. Big cities offer more educational
much lower than those in urban Reasons
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opportunities than small towns.
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2. 2
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Agree
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Classmates affect a child's success at Opinion A child's success at school depends
school more than parents do. more on parents than on classmates.
1. Classmates spend more time with 1. Parents support a child emotionally
each other. as well as financially.
2.Classmates usually have more 2.Parents help a child have a good
Reasons

interests and values in common.

3. Classmates help develop each other
through competition or cooperation.

attitude to others.

3. Parents have a long-term influence
on a child.
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