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前言

《上海英语高级口译证书》考试从立项启动至今已整整20年了。上海交通大学出版社决定推出《英语高级口译证书考试历届真题精解》丛书，这既是对过去20年不平凡历程的一个总结和检阅，也是对项目今后的可持续发展立下一块厚重的基石。本书精选了过去十多年英语高级口译考试的部分阅读理解题，并将其分为社会万象、经济金融、文化教育、科普科技、环境保护和文艺娱乐六大板块，每篇文章都配有内容概要和答题解析，以供读者参考，希望对准备参加英语高级口译考试的考生有所启迪和帮助，对关心该项目发展的教师、专家和相关专业人员提供一必备的参考资料。

《上海英语高级口译证书》考试是对应试者的单项和综合英语能力水平进行检验的尺度参照性标准化考试，分为笔试和口试两个阶段。阅读测试在英语高级口译考试的笔试中用时占一小时，上下半场各半小时，卷面分100分，客观选择题和主观题各50分，占总分三分之一。从分值角度看，阅读和听力与笔译在总分中的比例相等，均为三分之一。选择题阅读文章四篇，共20题，每题2.5分，问答题文章三篇，10道简答题，每题5分。文章长度在600词左右，七篇文章总长约4500词，要求的阅读速度平均140～150词/分钟。从词汇量角度看，则和英语专业的八级考试（TEM8）大体相当，应掌握的英语词汇在12000～14000之间。由于选作试题的文章均选自最近出版的以英美国家为主的报刊杂志，文章几乎不做修改，有时会出现少数“超纲”词汇（参照英语专业八级考试的词汇表），但一般不至于影响考生的阅读理解。

根据英语高级口译证书《考试大纲》的规定，阅读测试要求考生具备熟练阅读英语报刊文章的能力并要求考生通过阅读了解英语国家有关政治、经济、社会、文化、教育等状况。因此，阅读题的测试从语言能力角度看，重点检验考生的阅读速度和阅读理解能力，理解能力包括对英语的词、句、篇章的理解接受和对文字传递的相关信息的获取把握水平。阅读能力在母语的学习过程中往往后于听和说话能力的习得和掌握，而在我国学生的外语学习中，由于学习环境的限制，阅读能力则往往处于首位，即先于听和说的能力的形成，而且在多数情况下甚至连听和说的能力都是在“读”的基础上逐渐发展形成的。外语阅读能力的培养处于这样一个位置，即从一方面来看，与作为本族语的自然语言获得的规律有所对立，但从另一面来看，只要处置得当，即尽早、尽快通过阅读促进外语的听和说的能力的提高，尽最大可能把阅读能力“还原”到相当于本族语的阅读水平以强化听、说、译各项能力，那就有可能在外语学习中把阅读的这一“劣势”转化为推动语言学习进步提高的优势。英语口译考试大纲的设计正是从这一角度出发，给予阅读和听力、翻译同等的分值，要求考生培养形成坚实的阅读能力，为口译能力的掌握和提高打下扎实的基础。阅读测试从信息接受的角度看，更是对一个外语学习者对目的语国家相关社会文化信息的理解和接受处理能力的检验。任何一个语言都永远不会是孤零零的、单纯的语言知识及技能、语法结构的载体，当代著名信息学家麦克卢汉就说过，“媒介即信息”（The medium is the message.）。换言之，我们可以说，语言即社会，语言即文化，语言即信息，语言传递的是一个社会的文化和文明，包括其政治、经济、教育、历史、风俗习惯、伦理道德等等一切。我们常说，翻译是杂家，因此，从阅读角度对愿意从事口译工作的考生提出相应较高的要求，也就在情理之中了。

英语阅读能力与听力和翻译（包括笔译和口译）能力的形成提高是互为补充、互相促进的。具体来说，考查的英语阅读理解能力包括概括中心思想、作出推理和解释的能力，掌握的词汇量和通过阅读获取相关知识信息的能力。选择题的题型主要包括主旨题、细节题、语义题、推断题、观点态度题等，问答题则要求考生用自己的语言对文章的主要内容和相关细节给出简明扼要的回答。选择题侧重于理解，问答题则进一步要求在理解的基础上能用英语给出自己的表达，两类题型在阅读层面上较为全面地考核和检验了考生的英语基本阅读表达能力。至于解题步骤，采取先看文章后看题目或先看题目后看文章，则可依据个人习惯而定。从历年考题看，大多数题目考查的是文章基本内容，细节题占据了较大的比重，一般可根据关键词定位找到相应的答案。解题时应注意由点到面，点面结合，可先做细节题和语义题。部分判定正误题的题项出自文章几个段落，应在对全文有整体了解后再行作答。主旨题因涉及对文章中心思想的概括总结，一般可安排在最后解答。

对于本书的使用，可以先练习解题的技巧和方法，总结解题规律，按照规定的考试时间，按上述解题技巧答题，逐步提高解题效率和正确率，答题完毕后再检查一遍，确认选项后再比对答案，并参考解析对致错原因作分析，及时总结经验得失，进而避免同类错误的重犯。考生既需重视解题技巧，更应将目标定在综合英语水平的切实提高上，不断扩大阅读词汇量，增强语感，充实相关基本知识，进而促进英语听、说、读、写、译水平的整体提高。

本书主编为陈德民教授，参加编写的有陈德民、曹胜男、于洋、程林、阳明和雪明等老师。本书编者均为从事大学英语教学多年的一线教师，多次参与高级口译考试的试题解析和阅卷工作，具有丰富的教学及备考经验。由于时间仓促，本书编写或有疏漏之处，敬请同行和读者批评指正，以便再版时更正。同时，编者谨对上海英语口译考试委员会专家组各位成员的辛勤劳动深表感谢，本书的编写中包含着各位专家教授的努力和智慧。
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Passage 1


Questions 1～5


“They treat us like mules，” the guy installing my washer tells me, his eyes narrowing as he wipes his hands. I had just complimented him and his partner on the speed and assurance of their work. He explains that it's rare that customers speak to him this way. I know what he's talking about. My mother was a waitress all her life, in coffee shops and fast-paced chain restaurants. It was hard work, but she liked it, liked “being among the public，” as she would say. But that work had its sting, too—the customer who would treat her like a servant or, her biggest complaint, like she was not that bright.

There's a lesson here for this political season: the subtle and not-so-subtle insults that blue-collar and service workers endure as part of their working lives. And those insults often have to do with intelligence.

We like to think of the United States as a classless society. The belief in economic mobility is central to the American Dream, and we pride ourselves on our spirit of egalitarianism. But we also have a troubling streak of aristocratic bias in our national temperament, and one way it manifests itself is in the assumptions we make about people who work with their hands. Working people sense this bias and react to it when they vote. The common political wisdom is that hot-button social issues have driven blue-collar voters rightward. But there are other cultural dynamics at play as well. And Democrats can be as oblivious to these dynamics as Republicans—though the Grand Old Party did appeal to them in St. Paul.

Let's go back to those two men installing my washer and dryer. They do a lot of heavy lifting quickly—mine was the first of 15 deliveries—and efficiently, to avoid injury. Between them there is ongoing communication, verbal and nonverbal, to coordinate the lift, negotiate the tight fit, move in rhythm with each other. And all the while, they are weighing options, making decisions and solving problems—as when my new dryer didn't match up with the gas outlet.

Think about what a good waitress has to do in the busy restaurant: remember orders and monitor them, attend to a dynamic, quickly changing environment, prioritize tasks and manage the flow of work, make decisions on the fly. There's the carpenter using a number of mathematical concepts—symmetry, proportion, congruence, the properties of angles—and visualizing these concepts while building a cabinet, a flight of stairs, or a pitched roof.

The hairstylist's practice is a mix of technique, knowledge about the biology of hair, aesthetic judgment, and communication skill. The mechanic, electrician, and plumber are troubleshooters and problem solvers. Even the routinized factory floor calls for working smarts. When has any of this made its way into our political speeches? From either party. Even on Labor Day.

Last week, the GOP masterfully invoked some old cultural suspicions: country folk versus city and east-coast versus heartland education. But these are symbolic populist gestures, not the stuff of true engagement. Judgments about intelligence carry great weight in our society, and we have a tendency to make sweeping assessments of people's intelligence based on the kind of work they do.

Political tributes to labor over the next two months will render the muscled arm, sleeve rolled tight against biceps. But few will also celebrate the thought bright behind the eye, or offer an image that links hand and brain. It would be fitting in a country with an egalitarian vision of itself to have a truer, richer sense of all that is involved in the wide range of work that surrounds and sustains us.

Those politicians who can communicate that sense will tap a deep reserve of neglected feeling. And those who can honor and use work in explaining and personalizing their policies will find a welcome reception. (0903)

【内容概要】

在美国这样一个被认为是classless society的国家，有许多人还是会依据一个人从事的工作、职业来判断其才智，而且多半认为从事体力劳动或服务工作的蓝领“低人一等”，因而后者在工作中经常受到subtle and not-so-subtle insults。作者举例说明蓝领工人的工作既需要体力也需要相应的智慧（working smarts），而这一点民主党和共和党领袖在其政治演说中却只字未提，而恰恰是这一点对社会的健康稳定发展carry great weight。作者从国家政治、政策制定、政治家执政的角度强调尊重普通劳动者的问题。

【词语解析】

biceps n
 . 二头肌

congruence n
 . 适合，一致，叠合，全等，相合性

egalitarianism n
 . 平等主义

Grand Old Party n
 . 老大党（美国共和党）

hot-button n
 . 热线按钮

pitched roof n
 . 斜屋顶

populist n
 . 平民主义者，平民论者

sting n
 . 刺痛，剧痛，刺激

streak n
 . （个性中的）些微特点或特征

symmetry n
 . 对称

tribute n
 . 颂词，称赞

troubleshooter n
 . （机器）检修工，解决难题者

1．To illustrate the intelligence of the working class, the author cites the examples of all of the following EXCEPT________.

（A）hairstylist and waitress

（B）carpenter and mechanic

（C）electrician and plumber

（D）street-cleaner and shop-assistant

2．In the sentence “we pride ourselves on our spirit of egalitarianism” (para. 3), the word “egalitarianism” can be replaced by________.

（A）individualism

（B）enlightenment

（C）equality

（D）liberalism

3．We can conclude from the passage that________.

（A）in America, judgments about people's intelligence are often based on the kind of work they do

（B）the subtle and not-so-subtle insults towards blue-collars are a daily phenomenon in America

（C）the United States is a classless society

（D）the old cultural suspicions of country folk versus city and east-coast versus heartland education show the Republican's true engagement

4．One of the major groups of targeted readers of the author should be________.

（A）blue-collar American workers

（B）middle-class American businessmen

（C）American politicians

（D）American company leaders

5．Which of the following summarizes the main idea of the passage?

（A）The Democratic Party and the Republican Party should stop symbolic populist gestures.

（B）Political tributes should mind the subtle bias against the intelligence of the working class.

（C）The ruling party should acknowledge the working smarts of blue-collars.

（D）The whole American society should change the attitude towards the blue-collar workers.

【解析】

1．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。具体内容见四至六段。为证明普通蓝领工人的才智，作者列举了安装工、餐馆服务员、木匠、发型师、技工、电工、水暖工等的劳动。选项A（发型师和女服务员），B（木匠和机修工）和C（电工和水暖工）文中均有提及；但选项D（马路清洁工和商店营业员）在文中没有提及。

2．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。在第三段，作者指出美国人常认为自己国家是一个classless society，而美国梦的核心就是the belief in economic mobility，因而其国人多为spirit of egalitarianism感到自豪。下一句则从but开始发生转折，指出美国人国民气质中也有一种aristocratic bias（贵族型的偏见），并进而提出体力劳动者受到歧视概与此偏见相关，显然egalitarianism与aristocratic bias相对。选项C（平等）符合题意；而选项A（个人主义）、选项B（启蒙）和D（自由主义）均不符合题意。

3．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。选项A的意思与文中第七段末句最为接近；选项B说的对蓝领的侮辱是a daily phenomenon in America，但文中并没有提及此现象如此普遍；文中第3段说到人们常认为美国是classless society，但并没有表明这是一个社会现实，选项C不能被视为是文章的结论；选项D表达的意思与文中第七段的说明相反，均应排除。

4．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文章的主题是讨论对普通劳工的尊重，但作者一再提及美国的政党和政治家没有对蓝领工人体现应有的尊重，并在最后几段呼吁政治家们应注意到这一点，由此而获得蓝领阶层的支持。可见，本文的主要目标读者群之一应是美国的政治家。选项C正确，选项A、B和D不符合题意，均应排除。

5．答案是B。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。选项A与第七段相关，但很难说是本文主题，选项C的意思文中有体现，选项D的意思文中也有隐含，不过作为本文的主要意思似欠妥。选项B对文章主旨的概括较为准确全面。政治家应当注意社会上实际存在的对工人阶层的偏见。

Passage 2


Questions 6～10


Britain, somewhat proudly, has been crowned the most watched society in the world. The country boasts 4.2 million security cameras (one for every 14 people), a number expected to double in the next decade. A typical Londoner makes an estimated 300 closed-circuit television (CCTV) appearances a day, according to the British nonprofit surveillance Studies Network, an average easily met in the short walk between Trafalgar Square and the Houses of Parliament. Public opinion on this state of affairs is generally positive, according to recent polls. And how useful is CCTV in busting bad guys? Not much, according to Scotland Yard. In terms of cost benefit, the enormous expenditure has done very little in actually preventing and solving crime.

Right under Big Brother's nose, a new class of guerrilla artists and hackers are commandeering the boring, grainy images of vacant parking lots and empty corridors for their own purposes. For about $80 at any electronics supply store and some technical know-how, it is possible to tap into London's CCTV hotspots with a simple wireless receiver (sold with any home-security camera) and a battery to power it. Dubbed “video sniffing”, the pastime evolved out of the days before broadband became widely available, when “war-chalkers” scouted the city for unsecured Wi-Fi networks and marked them with chalk using special symbols. Sniffing is catching on in other parts of Europe, spread by a small but globally connected community of practitioners. “It's actually a really relaxing thing to do on a Sunday，” says Joao Wilbert, a master's student in interactive media, who slowly paces the streets in London like a treasure hunter, carefully watching a tiny handheld monitor for something to flicker onto the screen.

The excursions pick up obscure, random shots from the upper corners of restaurants and hotel lobbies, or of a young couple shopping in a housewares department nearby. Eerily, baby cribs are the most common images. Wireless child monitors work on the same frequency as other surveillance systems, and are almost never encrypted or secured.

Given that sniffing is illegal, some artists have found another way to obtain security footage: they ask for it, in a letter along with a check for ￡10. In making her film “Faceless”, Austrian-born artist Manu Luksch made use of a little-known law, included within Britain's Data Protection Act, requiring CCTV operators to release a copy of their footage upon the request of anyone captured on their cameras. “Within the maximum period of 40 days I received some recordings in my mail，” says Luksch. “And I thought, Wow, that works well. Why not make a feature length, science-fiction love story?” After four years of performing, staging large dance ensembles in public atriums and submitting the proper paperwork, Luksch produced a haunting, beautifully choreographed film and social commentary, in which the operators have blocked out each and every performer's face, in compliance with Britain's privacy laws.

“The Duellists”, one of the more well known CCTV movies, was shot by filmmaker David Valentine entirely with the security cameras in a mall in Manchester. He was able to cajole his way into the control booth for the project, but he is also credited with having advanced video sniffing to an art form and social tool. He's collaborated with MediaShed, an organization based in Southend-on-Sea just outside London that works with homeless youth, using sniffing as a way to gain their interest and re-engage them with society.

In some cases video sniffing has morphed into a form of hacking, in which the sniffer does more than just watch. Using a transmitter strong enough to override the frequency that most cameras use, sniffers can hijack wireless networks and broadcast different images back to the security desk. Most sniffers, hijackers and artists using CCTV are critical of the present level of surveillance, but they're also interested in establishing a dialogue about what is typically a secretive arrangement. The ability to tap into wireless surveillance systems and take them over points out a flaw in the elaborate security apparatus that has evolved around us.

As anthropologists tell us, the act of observation changes what's being observed. Cameras “reorder the environment，” says Graham Harwood, artistic director of the group Mongrel, which specializes in digital media. That's especially true of saturated London. Like “flash mobs” and “wifipicning，” both large, spontaneous gatherings of people centered around communications technology, sniffing and hijacking could become the next high-tech social phenomenon. Of course, it will likely disappear quickly once the surveillance industry catches on to the shenanigans and beefs up its security. But the cameras will remain. (0903)

【内容概要】

本文介绍英国各地日渐增多的安保监视设备，以及引起的相关议论和问题，这既是一个包括个人隐私的社会和社会安全问题，又是一个和科技发展相连的技术问题。民众对这样的做法持肯定态度。但是相对于其巨大的成本而言，闭路电视在英国的破案方面发挥的作用很小。用于安保的闭路电视反倒被一些艺术家以一定方式用来制作社会实况报道等纪录电影。有时则会发生录像被人非法盗用的情形。有人预测，探查和盗用监控录像将成为下一个高科技社会现象，当然，在监控行业加强安全保障力度后，或许会出现另外的结果。

【词语解析】

atrium n
 . 中庭，正厅

beef up v
 . 加强，充实

bust v
 . 挫败，阻挠

cajole v
 . 劝诱，哄骗

choreograph v
 . 编舞

corridor n
 . 走廊，通道

duellist n
 . 决斗者

eerily ad
 . 怪诞地，令人迷惑不解地

encrypt v
 . 把…编码

flicker v
 . 摇曳，摆动

footage n
 . （一段）影片（长度）

guerrilla n
 . 游击队员

morph v
 . （形态）转变

override v
 . 制服，压倒，蹂躏

saturate v
 . 使饱和，浸透

scout v
 . 寻找；侦察

shenanigan n
 . 鬼把戏，恶作剧，胡闹

sniff v
 . 嗅，闻

sniffer n
 . 嗅探者

sniffing n
 . 探查法

surveillance n
 . 监视

6．Which of the following can best be used as a title for the passage?

（A）Under Big Brother's Nose

（B）Watching the Watchers

（C）Security and Surveillance Industry

（D）Britain's Privacy Laws

7．According to Scotland Yard, the surveillance apparatus established in Britain________.

（A）must be further expanded and perfected

（B）has played little role in actually preventing and settling crime

（C）will turn Britain into a totalitarian state under the nose of Big Brother

（D）has demonstrated the efficiency of high-technology in maintaining social security

8．The author introduces the Austrian-born artist Manu Luksch to tell us________.

（A）how Britain's Data Protection Act can be made more popular among the public

（B）how to obtain security footage through illegal means

（C）how to comply with Britain's privacy laws in obtaining security footage

（D）how she made her film “Faceless” legally with recordings received from CCTV

9．Which of the following is NOT true about David Valentine's CCTV movie “The Duellists”?

（A）It was made through the artistic use of advanced video sniffing technique.

（B）It was based on the stories of those homeless youth in Manchester.

（C）It was shot with the security cameras in a mall in Manchester.

（D）It was produced through collaboration with MediaShed based in Southend-on-Sea.

10．In writing the last paragraph of the passage, the author was trying to tell the readers that________.

（A）people use video sniffing and hijacking to make full use of wireless surveillance system

（B）video sniffing and hijacking is the main trend emerging with the development of communications technology

（C）video sniffing and hijacking has become the new high-tech social phenomenon

（D）with the further perfection of surveillance industry, video sniffing and hijacking will most probably disappear soon

【解析】

6．答案是B。本题考查对文章主旨大意的理解和提炼概括出标题的能力。本文围绕英国的安保监控设备以及监控设备的被利用而展开，选项B用了比喻的说法，比较准确地概括了文章大意，选项A用了Big Brother（老大哥，英国作家George Orwell创作的小说《1984》中的独裁者形象）一说，与文章内容有一定联系，但难说是主题，选项C和D分别指安监行业和英国的隐私法，文章中略有涉及，并非中心内容，均应予排除。

7．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。在文中第一段有这样的表达：闭路电视在搜捕坏人方面起的作用如何？Scotland Yard（伦敦警察厅）认为not much。与投入成本相比，其贡献堪称very little。选项B符合此意；选项A和C的意思在文中并没有明确表述。选项D称高科技使社会更安全，其意思也与Scotland Yard的说法不符。

8．答案是D。本题考查对文章中隐含意思作出推测的能力。第四段作者介绍了艺术家Manu Luksch是如何成功利用了一个鲜有人知晓的法律，要求闭路电视运营者提供部分摄制内容，并借此制作了一部社会实况报道电影。遵照英国的隐私法，片中出现的人物脸部都被遮蔽。选项D与文章介绍相符合，选项A与此无关；选项B所述内容与文章不符，Manu Luksch是合法取得的影片，选项C也不是作者该段介绍的主要意图，均应排除。

9．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容在第五段，选项A、C和D的内容在文中都有明确的表述，选项B说该片以曼彻斯特无家可归年轻人的故事为基础，此说与文中意思不符合，作者只是与MediaShed这一帮助无家可归年轻人的组织有过合作。

10．答案是D。本题考查对文章最后一段的主旨大意的理解。选项D的意思在末段有相似的表述。选项A和B并不是作者想要告诉读者的内容；选项C表述错误，根据第七段，探查和盗用将有可能成为、而并非已经是一高科技社会现象。

Passage 3


Questions 11～15


On the worst days, Chris Keehn used to go 24 hours without seeing his daughter with her eyes open. A soft-spoken tax accountant in Deloitte's downtown Chicago office, he hated saying no when she asked for a ride to preschool. By November, he'd had enough. “I realized that I can have control of this，” he says with a small shrug. Keehn, 33, met with two of the firm's partners and his senior manager, telling them he needed a change. They went for it. In January, Keehn started telecommuting four days a week, and when Kathryn, 4, starts T-ball this summer, he will be sitting along the baseline.

In this economy, Keehn's move might sound like hopping onto the mommy track—or off the career track. But he's actually making a shrewd move. More and more, companies are searching for creative ways to save—by experimenting with reduced hours or unpaid furloughs or asking employees to move laterally. The up-or-out model, in which employees have to keep getting promoted quickly or get lost, may be growing outmoded. The changing expectations could persist after the economy reheats. Companies are increasingly supporting more natural growth, letting employees wend their way upward like climbing vines. It's a shift, in other words, from a corporate ladder to the career-path metaphor long preferred by Deloitte vice chair Cathy Benko: a lattice.

At Deloitte, each employee's lattice is nailed together during twice-a-year evaluations focused not just on career targets but also on larger life goals. An employee can request to do more or less travel or client service, say, or to move laterally into a new role—changes that may or may not come with a pay cut. Deloitte's data from 2008 suggest that about 10％ of employees choose to “dial up” or “dial down” at any given time. Deloitte's Mass Career Customization (MCC) program began as a way to keep talented women in the workforce, but it has quickly become clear that women are not the only ones seeking flexibility. Responding to millennials demanding better work-life balance, young parents needing time to share child-care duties and boomers looking to ease gradually toward retirement, Deloitte is scheduled to roll out MCC to all 42,000 U.S. employees by May 2010. Deloitte executives are in talks with more than 80 companies working on similar programs.

Not everyone is on board. A 33-year-old Deloitte senior manager in a southeastern office, who works half-days on Mondays and Fridays for health reasons and requested anonymity because she was not authorized to speak on the record, says one “old school” manager insisted on scheduling meetings when she wouldn't be in the office. “He was like, ‘Yeah, I know we have the program，’” she recalls, “‘but I don't really care.’”

Deloitte CEO Barry Salzberg admits he's still struggling to convert “nonbelievers，” but says they are the exceptions. The recession provides an incentive for companies to design more lattice-oriented careers. Studies show telecommuting, for instance, can help businesses cut real estate costs 20％ and payroll 10％. What's more, creating a flexible workforce to meet staffing needs in a changing economy ensures that a company will still have legs when the market recovers. Redeploying some workers from one division to another—or reducing their salaries—is a whole lot less expensive than laying everyone off and starting from scratch.

Young employees who dial down now and later become managers may reinforce the idea that moving sideways on the lattice doesn't mean getting sidelined. “When I saw other people doing it，” says Keehn, “I thought I could try.” As the compelling financial incentives for flexibility grow clearer, more firms will be forced to give employees that chance. Turns out all Keehn had to do was ask. (1003)

【内容概要】

本文介绍随着计算机和信息时代的来临而新出现的上班工作方式的转变，即telecommuting（远距离工作或居家办公）。文章以税务会计师Chris Keehn为例，介绍了这样的工作方式的转变给家庭生活及企业公司的运营等带来的多方面的影响作用。其中的一个主要变化是企业雇员从原来的“corporate ladder（公司阶梯）”到“lattice（格子框架）”式的灵活从业模式的转变，这样做既不影响员工在单位职务的提升，又照顾员工在家庭生活和单位工作之间取得一定的平衡、保证职业发展目标甚至人生目标（larger life goals）的实现，而企业在降低成本和多项支出的同时，又不影响企业的业绩和效益，且在面临经济和市场变化的形势下，拥有更强的灵活应对能力。文章指出，对这一新的上班方式仍有不同意见，但其发展趋势值得关注。

【词语解析】

furlough n
 . （较长时间的）休假

lattice n
 . 格子（框架）

redeploy v
 . 重新部署，重新调派

sideline v
 . 使靠边，使降格，使不能活动

start from scratch v
 . 从头开始

T-ball n
 . 少年棒球

telecommute v
 . （在家通过使用与单位连接的计算机终端）远距离工作

up-or-out a
 . 或受提拔或出局

wend v
 . （尤指缓慢地）行，走

11．The author used the example of Chris Keehn________.

（A）to show how much he loved his daughter and the family

（B）to tell how busy he was working as a tax accountant

（C）to introduce how telecommuting changed the traditional way of working

（D）to explore how the partners of a company could negotiate and cooperate smoothly

12．What is the major purpose of shifting from a corporate ladder to the career path of lattice?

（A）To take both career targets and larger life goals of employees into consideration.

（B）To find better ways to develop one's career in response to economic crisis.

（C）To establish expectations which could persist after the economy reheats.

（D）To create ways to keep both talented women and men in the workforce.

13．The expression “on board” in the sentence “Not everyone is on board.” (para. 4) means________.

（A）going to insist on old schedules

（B）concerned about work-life balance

（C）ready to accept the flexible working system

（D）accustomed to the changing working arrangement

14．Which of the following is NOT the possible benefit of lattice-oriented careers for businesses?

（A）Reducing the costs on real estate.

（B）Cutting the salaries of employees.

（C）Forming a flexible workforce to meet needs in a changing economy.

（D）Keeping a workforce at the minimal level.

15．According to the passage, the idea that “moving sideways on the lattice doesn't mean getting sidelined”________.

（A）would discourage employees from choosing telecommuting

（B）might encourage more employees to apply for flexible work hours

（C）would give employees more chances for their professional promotion

（D）could provide young employees with more financial incentives

【解析】

11．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。具体内容见第一、二两段。作者以Chris Keehn为例，介绍在他申请以telecommuting方式工作后，他的家庭生活和工作难以兼顾的情况所发生的变化。选项A只是描述了Chris Keehn生活中的一面，但并非作者举例的主要意图；选项B则描述了他在原来的工作方式下繁忙的一面，同样没有给出要点，选项D的内容不切题。选项C较准确地点出了本文的主题。

12．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。corporate ladder和lattice是文中用来形容员工传统工作方式和实行telecommuting方式工作的比喻词语，对这一转变的意义和目的第三段有明确的表述。选项B的表述只给出了一个小角度的解释，选项C给出的说明也是较片面的，选项D确实是实行新工作方式的公司的目标之一，但如归入major purpose则就显得勉强了。选项A的归纳较为全面，应作为答案。

13．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子、词语和作出推断的能力。短语on board一般意思为“上船、上汽车、火车、飞机”等，这里转义为“接受新的上班工作方式”。该句后面的几句话即议论有的经理仍对此持old school的看法、做法，再联系前几段介绍的新的上班方式开始被人们接受的现象，答案C应该能够推导出来。选项A意思与原句相反，选项B和原句意思对不上，选项D也与原句意思不符，都应予排除。

14．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，辨别四个选项内容的正误，可采用排除法，但需寻找到有关句子的内容，基本上在第二、三、五段可以找到。选项A指降低成本，选项B指降低员工的工薪，选项C指通过新的上班方式形成一支灵活的劳动力队伍，在文中均有提及，但选项D称把员工队伍维持在最低水平的说法文中并未提到，因此可作为答案排除。

15．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出推断的能力。本题具体内容见最后一段。句中的moving sideways和getting sidelined都是取其比喻义，前者指在lattice-oriented上班方式中对员工工作进行横向调动安排，后者则从“使靠边，使降格”转义为指员工有否提升职务的机会，这一意思从原句的主语从句young employees who dial down now and later become managers可推导出来。选项A意思和原文相反，选项C传递的意思则走到了另一极端，文中并未提及，选项D的意思在该句中也未体现，均应予排除。

Passage 4


Questions 16～20


Quick quiz: Who has a more vitriolic relationship with the US? The French or the British. If you guessed the French, consider this: Paris newspaper polls show that 72 percent of the French hold a favorable impression of the United States. Yet UK polls over the past decade show a lower percentage of the British have a favorable impression of the United States.

Britain's highbrow newspaper, The Guardian
 , sets the UK's intellectual tone. On any given day you can easily read a handful of stories sniping at the US and things American. The BBC's Radio 4, which is a domestic news and talk radio station, regularly laments Britain's social warts and follows them up with something that has become the national mantra, “Well, at least we're not as bad as the Americans.”

This isn't a new trend: British abhorrence of America antedates George W. Bush and the invasion of Iraq. On 9/11 as the second plane was slamming into the World Trade Center towers my wife was on the phone with an English friend of many years. In the background she heard her friend's teenage son shout in front of the TV, “Yeah! The Americans are finally getting theirs.” The animosity may be unfathomable to those raised to think of Britain as “the mother country” for whom we fought two world wars and with whom we won the cold war.

So what's it all about?

I often asked that during the years I lived in London. One of the best answers came from an Englishwoman with whom I shared a table for coffee. She said, “It's because we used to be big and important and we aren't any more. Now it's America that's big and important and we can never forgive you for that.” A detestation of things American has become as dependable as the tides on the Thames rising and falling four times a day. It feeds a flagging British sense of national self-importance.

A new book documenting the virulence of more than 30 years of corrosive British animosity reveals how deeply rooted it has become in the UK's national psyche. “［T］here is no reasoning with people who have come to believe America is now a ‘police state’ and the USA is a ‘disgrace across most of the world，’” writes Carol Gould, an American expatriate novelist and journalist, in her book “Don't Tread on Me.”

A brief experience shortly after George W. Bush's invasion of Iraq illustrates that. An American I know was speaking on the street in London one morning. Upon hearing his accent, a British man yelled, “Take your tanks and bombers and go back to America.” Then the British thug punched him repeatedly. No wonder other American friends of mine took to telling locals they were from Canada. The local police recommended prosecution. But upon learning the victim was an American, crown prosecutors dropped the case even though the perpetrator had a history of assaulting foreigners.

The examples of this bitterness continue:

I recall my wife and I having coffee with a member of our church. The woman, who worked at Buckingham Palace, launched a conversation with, “Have you heard the latest dumb American joke?” which incidentally turned out to be a racial slur against blacks. It's common to hear Brits routinely dismiss Americans as racists (even with an African-American president), religious nuts, global polluters, warmongers, cultural philistines, and as intellectual Untermenschen.

The United Kingdom's counterintelligence and security agency has identified some 5,000 Muslim extremists in the UK but not even they are denounced with the venom directed at Americans. A British office manager at CNN once informed me that any English high school diploma was equal to an American university degree. This predilection for seeing evil in all things American defies intellect and reason. By themselves, these instances might be able to be brushed off, but combined they amount to British bigotry.

Oscar Wilde once wrote, “The English mind is always in a rage.” But the energy required to maintain that British rage might be better channeled into paring back what the Economist (a British news magazine) calls “an overreaching, and inefficient state with unaffordable aspirations around the world.” The biggest problem is that, as with all hatred, it tends to be self-destructive. The danger is that as such, it perverts future generations.

The UK public's animosity doesn't hurt the United States if Americans don't react in kind. This bigotry does hurt the United Kingdom, however, because there is something sad about a society that must denigrate and malign others to feed its own self-esteem. What Britain needs to understand is that this ill will has poisoned the enormous reservoir of good will Britain used to enjoy in America. And unless the British tweak their attitude, they stand to become increasingly irrelevant to the American people. (1003)

【内容概要】

本文介绍了近十多年来英国人在对美国和美国人的态度上发生的微妙而又显著的变化。相比其他国家，英国和美国之间的关系是颇为独特的，一个有着悠久的历史，一个立国至今才200多年，而且美国当年的移民大多是从英国过去的，因此这两个国家之间的种种关系变化就更引人注意。作者谈了自己的个人体验观察和听到阅读到的轶事传闻，也介绍了一些大的事件背景历史，并加上一些个人的评论见解。

【词语解析】

animosity n
 . 憎恶，敌意

antedate v
 . 先于，早于

bigotry n
 . 偏执的行为（信念）

counterintelligence n
 . （对敌）反情报活动

denigrate v
 . 诋毁，诽谤

detestation n
 . 憎恶，嫌恶

flagging a
 . 萎靡不振的，逐渐衰退的

highbrow a
 . （自认为）文化修养或趣味很高级的

in kind 以同样方式（手段）

pervert v
 . 带坏，使走入邪路

philistine n
 . 庸俗人，市侩，没有教养的人

predilection n
 . 特别爱好，嗜好

slur v
 . 诽谤，诋毁

snipe at v
 . 狙击，突袭，诽谤

tweak v
 . 拧，扭，做小小改良

Untermenschen a
 . ［德］劣等人

venom n
 . 毒液，恶意，怨恨

virulence n
 . 剧毒性，致命性

vitriolic a
 . 尖刻的，辛辣的

wart n
 . 疣，肉赘

16．Which of the following is NOT the example given by the author to show the British abhorrence of America?

（A）A boy shouted “The Americans are finally getting theirs.” when watching TV on 9/11.

（B）A woman working at Buckingham Palace told an American joke against blacks.

（C）An American speaking on a London street was punched and no prosecution followed.

（D）An English author once wrote, “the English mind is always in a rage.”

17．The word “animosity” used in the passage can best be replaced by________.

（A）strong hatred

（B）total indifference

（C）great sympathy

（D）sheer irrelevance

18．The author quoted from the American novelist Carol Gould's book________.

（A）to reveal how America has become a police state

（B）to expand on the British attitude to America

（C）to explain the changing course of British mentality to America

（D）to document the past 30 years of relationship between Britain and America

19．The author argues that the UK public opinion about America will________.

（A）undermine the relations between the UK and the US

（B）be self-destructive to Great Britain

（C）destroy the self-esteem of both the UK and the US

（D）hurt the United States except the United Kingdom

20．What is the best title for the passage?

（A）“Police state”: America in the eyes of the UK public

（B）“The mother country”: Britain and America fought two world wars

（C）The British national psyche of self-importance

（D）The ally the British love to hate

【解析】

16．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。全文举了几个例子显示英国人憎恨美国人的态度，涉及几个段落。选项A、B和C都是显示英国人憎恶美国人的例子，应予排除。选项D源自第11段，是英国作家、剧作家Oscar Wilde对英国人心态的一种评论，不牵涉英国人对美国人的态度问题，故为答案。

17．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。animosity一词在文中使用了几次，而作者文章的主题即描写英国人对美国人态度的巨大转变，从原来的favorable impression变为讨厌、不满、嫉妒、憎恨（vitriolic relationship,detestation,virulence,venom,denigrate,malign）等，答案显然应为A。选项B、C和D均应排除。

18．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。内容见第五段。作者为了支持自己的分析和观点，引用了美国小说家Carol Gould的相关评论，以揭示英国人对美国的态度。选项A的解释不正确，选项C的说明侧重点与原句有别，选项D的总结与实际情况不符，均应排除。

19．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要可见文章的最后两段。选项A的说法在文中并未出现，选项C的表述作者也没有提到，选项D的说明和文章说的相反，均予排除。

20．答案是D。本题考查对文章主题的归纳能力。选项A的总结带有片面性，且关键词语源自引用的Carol Gould一书，选项B陈述的内容符合历史事实，但不是介绍的主要内容，选项C的总结不是作者介绍的重点，均应予排除。选项D较为准确地描述了英国人与美国人微妙、复杂、矛盾的关系。

Passage 5


Questions 21～25


Congress began 2010 with a bad case of legislative déjà vu. Last year, it approved a $787 billion stimulus package meant to “create or save” millions of jobs. President Obama says the stimulus has saved or created as many as 2 million jobs so far. But even if that highly optimistic figure is true, in the real world, over 3 million jobs have been lost since the stimulus was signed into law—a dismal feat all financed with enormous debt. Now Congress is working on another stimulus package, but they're calling it a jobs bill. In December, the House passed a $174 billion “Jobs for Main Street Bill” that would use federal dollars to fund job-creating infrastructure projects, while extending unemployment benefits. Sound familiar?

Unemployment remains at about 10％ and state unemployment insurance funds are running out of money. While the Obama administration works to artificially inflate the number of jobs, the unemployed face diminished opportunities and income security. By 2012, 40 state unemployment trust funds are projected to be empty, requiring $90 billion in federal loans to continue operating. Normally, state unemployment benefits pay jobless workers between 50 and 70 ％ of their salaries for up to 26 weeks. But during this recession, what would be wrong with that? Everything. The state-federal unemployment insurance program (UI) is an economic drag on businesses and states. And it's a poor safety net for the unemployed.

UI, a relic of the Depression, fails workers when they need it most. UI trust funds depend on a state-levied payroll tax on employers. During boom years, these funds are generally flush. But during recessions, they can get depleted quickly. The bind is that to replenish their UI fund, states have to raise payroll taxes. That hurts the bottom line for most businesses. Passed on to workers as a lower salary, high payroll taxes discourage businesses from hiring. During steep recessions, states face a fiscal Catch-22: Reduce benefits or raise taxes. To date, 27 states have depleted their UI funds and are using $29 billion in federal loans they'll have to start repaying in 2011. Other states are slashing benefits. While federal guidelines recommend that states keep one year's worth of unemployment reserves, many states entered the recession already insolvent. When federal loans are exhausted, the only option left is higher payroll taxes—a move sure to discourage hiring and depress salaries.

The increasingly small and uncertain payouts of UI are the opposite of income security. The effect of UI's eight-decade experiment has been to condition workers to save less for a “rainy day” and instead rely on a system that provides no guarantee. UI limits personal responsibility to save; gradually, individuals find themselves in financial peril. Real reform requires putting employees in charge with individual private accounts and getting the government out of the business of creating illusionary safety nets.

Unemployment Insurance Savings Accounts (UISAs), by contrast, give workers control of their own income, eliminating the negative effects of the UI program on businesses and budgets. Adopted by Chile in 2003, UISAs are also financed via a payroll tax on individual workers and employers. The difference is the money is directly deposited into the individual worker's account. Basically a form of forced savings, UISAs allow individuals to draw on their own accounts during periods of unemployment and roll unused funds into their savings upon retirement. With the burden reduced on employers, wages rise, leading to greater contributions to the individual's fund. The federal government is removed from the picture. And all workers are guaranteed a savings account upon retirement.

UISAs liberate workers from uncertainty and improve incentives. When unemployed workers must rely on their own funds rather than the common fiscal pool, they find jobs faster. Congress's repeated extensions of the current UI program may be well intended, but they may also be counterproductive. Like any deadline extension, additional jobless benefits diminish the job seeker's urgency, all at taxpayers' expense.

Today, expanded UI benefits mean higher state payroll taxes, which make it harder for employers to expand hiring or raise wages. UISAs, on the other hand, make the payroll tax on business part of the employer's investment in an individual worker, rather than a penalty for doing business. In 2010, it's time to say goodbye to the problems created by broken policies. Congress should start this decade with a promise for true economic freedom: Let businesses create jobs and let workers keep what they've earned. (1009)

【内容概要】

本文介绍在经历2008年的经济危机后，美国国会为解决国内失业率上升而推出的stimulus package及Jobs for Main Street Bill等一揽子刺激性方案和法案，作者对相关方案及结果作了介绍和分析，对已延续80多年的失业保险计划（unemployment insurance program,UI program）和始于智利的失业保险储蓄账户（Unemployment Insurance Savings Accounts,UISAs）两种做法进行了比较。作者指出，UI在经济繁荣期确有作用，但在经济衰退期既对失业者帮不了多少忙，也因对企业增收工薪税而促使其减少雇工。在此情况下，各州面临的是财政上的“第22条军规（Catch-22）”的两难处境。而UISAs的做法一方面对雇员提供了一种基本保障，同时增加了就业机会，并减少了政府的负担。

【词语解析】

bind n
 . 困境，窘境

counterproductive a
 . 产生相反效果的

déjà vu n
 . ［法］记忆幻觉，似曾经历的错觉

deplete v
 . 大大减少，使枯竭

drag n
 . 拖累，累赘

enact v
 . 制定（法律）

flush a
 . 大量的，充裕的

insolvent a
 . 无清偿能力的

payout n
 . 支付，大笔付出

payroll tax n
 . 工薪税

replenish v
 . 补充，再装满

slash v
 . 猛削，乱砍

21．According to the author, Congress's multi-billion stimulus package or jobs bill________.

（A）would not give much help to job-creating infrastructure projects

（B）might only temporarily reduce the rate of unemployment

（C）would be used to fund the state-federal unemployment insurance program

（D）would only drain the UI funds without much help to the unemployed

22．By saying that “states face a fiscal Catch-22” (para. 8), the author means________.

（A）states could do both of reducing benefits and raising taxes

（B）states can increase up to 22％ of payroll taxes

（C）neither reducing benefits nor raising taxes would be effective

（D）state UI funds could easily be empty with more job losses

23．According to the passage, UI________.

（A）was established in the most recent economic crisis

（B）has been mainly funded by payroll tax on employees

（C）would not be exhausted even during steep recessions

（D）would not motivate the unemployed to seek jobs urgently

24．Which of the following is NOT true about Unemployment Insurance Savings Accounts?

（A）Both individual workers and employers contribute to UISAs via payroll tax.

（B）UISAs give workers much certainty and improve incentives.

（C）In practicing UISAs, the federal government shoulders a heavier responsibility.

（D）UISAs greatly reduce the negative effects of UI on employers and businesses.

25．Which of the following can serve as a topic for the passage?

（A）State unemployment benefits help workers overcome difficulties.

（B）US workers need a better safety net for layoffs.

（C）Employers' contribution would only have negative effects.

（D）Unemployment benefits should be carried on both federal and state level.

【解析】

21．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文章第一段即介绍美国国会先后通过的高达数千亿美元的旨在增加就业机会的stimulus package和Jobs for Main Street Bill，并讨论这些法案（可能）产生的效果。相关信息在第一、二两段，说明这两个措施目的在于create or save就业机会和向job-creating infrastructure projects提供资金及延长unemployment benefits。选项A和B与文章提供的信息不符，选项C也未明确提及。作者在第三、四段继续分析，在UI继续实施的情况下，国会新法案未必奏效。选项D的分析是作者的推论，应为答案。

22．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。内容见第三段。作者分析在经济危机的前提下，继续实行UI会产生的结果。作者借用文学语言Catch-22（第22条军规）说明无论是reduce benefits还是raise(payroll)taxes对解决失业问题都并无作用。选项A并非原文表达的意思，选项B错，选项D的内容文内有提及，但不是该句表达的意思。

23．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文章第二、三、四段对UI进行了较全面的讨论，指出其作用即是其在经济衰退条件下的缺陷，在后两段讨论UISAs时又进行了对比分析（见倒数第二段），选项D应为答案。选项A、B和C均与文章提供的事实相反。

24．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要围绕对UISAs的理解分析。具体内容见第五、六、七段。选项A、B和D的内容文章都明确提及，选项D与所述情况不一致，应选为答案。

25．答案是B。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳。整篇文章对国会的促进就业法案进行了评论，对UI和UISAs进行了对比分析，认为采用UISAs对保障美国失业工人的生活、提高就业机会、减轻政府负担将会起作用，选项B较为笼统地表达了作者的主要意思，应为答案。选项A非本文的中心点，选项C与事实不符，选项D也不可能是本文主题，都应予排除。

Passage 6


Questions 26～30


Not so long ago I found myself in characteristically pugnacious discussion with a senior human rights figure. The issue was privacy. Her view was that there was an innate and largely unchanging human need for privacy. My view was that privacy was a culturally determined concept. Think of those open multiseated Roman latrines in Pompeii, and imagine having one installed at work. The specific point was whether there was a generational difference in attitudes towards privacy, partly as a consequence of internet social networking. I thought that there was. As a teenager I told my parents absolutely nothing and the world little more. Some girls of that era might be photographed bare-breasted at a rock festival, but, on the whole, once we left through the front door, we disappeared from sight.

My children—Generation Y, rather than the Generation X-ers who make most of the current fuss about privacy—seem unworried by their mother's capacity to track them and their social lives through Facebook. In fact, they seem unworried by anybody's capacity to see what they're up to—until, of course, it goes wrong. They seem to want to be in sight, and much effort goes into creating the public identity that they want others to see. Facebook now acts as a vast market place for ideas, preferences, suggestions and actings-out, extending far beyond the capacity of conventional institutions to influence. And the privacy issues it raises have little to do with the conventional obsessions such as CCTV or government data-mining.

At a conference at the weekend I heard that some US colleges have taken to looking at the Facebook sites of applicants before they think to alter them before an interview. This may turn out to be apocryphal, but such a thing certainly could be done. In this era of supplementing exam grades with personal statements and character assessments, what could be more useful than an unguarded record of a student's true enthusiasms? My daughter's college friends, she says, are “pretty chilled” about it. There are the odd occasions when a vinous clinch is snapped on a mobile phone and makes the social rounds to the embarrassment of the clinchers, but what ever will be will be.

An EU survey two years ago suggested that this is the pattern more generally. The researchers discovered what seemed to be a paradox: although half of their young respondents were confident in their own ability to protect their online privacy, only a fifth thought it a practical idea to give users in general “more control over their own identity data”. Meanwhile, their elders try to get them concerned about issues such as internet data harvesting by private companies. A US news report last week concerned the work done to create “privacy nudges”—software that reminds users at certain moments that the information they are about to divulge has implications for privacy.

I have to say, as someone who often elects to receive online mailshots from companies operating in areas in which I'm interested, that this seems to me to miss the main problem. As long as you have the right to say “no” to a company's blandishments, I don't see a huge problem. That's why the now notorious Italian bullying video seems much more relevant. At the end of last week three Google employees were sentenced in absentia for breaching the privacy of a handicapped boy, whose horrid treatment at the hands of his Turin schoolmates had been posted on Google Video. This clip spent several months in circulation before being taken down. Almost everyone agrees that the sentence was wrong, perverse and a kick in the teeth for free speech, with implications that could (but won't) undermine the internet. And they are quite right. But look at it, for a moment, from the point of view of the boy's parents, or the boy himself. They must have felt powerless and damaged. So how much control or ownership can one have over one's own image and reputation? The second great question, then, raised with regard to the net is what might be called “reputation management”. What is it that you want people to know about you, and can you have control over it?

Last weekend I was alerted to two new phenomena, both of which caused me to miss a heartbeat. The first was the possibility of using a program, or employing someone, to “suicide” you online. Recently a company in Rotterdam used its Facebook presence to advertise its “web 2.0 suicide machine”, which would act as “a digital Dr. Kevorkian ［and］ delete your online presence” not just from your own sites but from everyone else's—leaving just a few “last words”. Unfortunately Facebook chucked the suicide machine off its premises, so it then suicided itself, ending with the words “no flowers, no speeches”. As a journalist I was horrified by the implications of online suiciding. In the first place it means the erasure of documentary history. And second it raises the possibility of routine doctoring of material on the internet to render it more palatable to the offended.

The second phenomenon was worse. It was that some people, many perhaps, might seek to undermine any informational authority on the web by flooding it with false information, thus obliquely protecting their own identities. As an occasional target of such misinformation, playfully or maliciously, I know it can play merry hell with everyone's sense of reality. In other words it seemed to me that there was a threat much worse than that to privacy, and that was of privacy-induced attempts to bend or erase the truth that is essential to the value of the internet. Lack of privacy may be uncomfortable. Lack of truth is fatal. (1009)

【内容概要】

本文是一篇以讨论社会“隐私”问题为中心的议论文。在网络时代，对privacy的概念及个人隐私的保护等问题的认识发生了很大的变化。这是一个culturally determined concept，而且在这方面的认识态度上存在着generational difference。作者提到美国当代社会Generation Y和Generation X-ers两代人之间态度的巨大变化。文章讨论了网上隐私（online privacy）的保护，网上个人信息被公司利用的问题，以及对个人形象和名誉的保护和控制（reputation management）。文末从网上的suiciding program和通过用虚假信息undermine any informational authority两个新现象，提出了网络时代令人忧虑的问题。文章结尾语Lack of privacy may be uncomfortable. Lack of truth is fatal.令人深思。

【词语解析】

a kick in the teeth 重大挫折

acting-out n
 . 用行动发泄，付诸行动

apocryphal a
 . 编造的，可疑的，真伪不明的

blandishment n
 . 奉承，讨好

Butterfly nebula n
 . 蝴蝶座星云

clinch n
 . 拥抱，紧抱（姿势）

clincher n
 . 拥抱在一起的人

data-mining n
 . 数据挖掘

divulge v
 . 泄露，透露

doctor v
 . 篡改，任意改变

Facebook n
 . 脸谱（社交网站）

Generation X-er n
 . 无名一代，X一代（指从1961到1971［一说1965到1976］年间出生的美国人）

Generation Y n
 . Y一代（人）（指福特［1974-1976］和卡特总统［1977-1981］执政期间出生的一代人）

in absentia adv
 . 缺席

mailshot n
 . 邮寄广告资料

nudge n
 . 轻推（以引起某人的注意）

obliquely ad
 . 间接地，倾斜地

palatable a
 . 美味的，可口的，合意的

perverse a
 . 不合情理的，背理的

pugnacious a
 . 爱争斗的，爱争吵的

vinous a
 . 似酒的，由酒引起的

26．By saying “privacy was a culturally determined concept”, the author means________.

（A）he agrees with the opinion of the senior human rights person

（B）he holds that human need for privacy is universal and will never be changing

（C）he regards that the concept of privacy should also be viewed historically

（D）he thinks that the upholding of privacy should be the first and foremost issue

27．In the passage, the generational difference in attitudes towards privacy________.

（A）is illustrated though personal experience and observation

（B）has no longer existed since the coming of Generation Y and Generation X-ers

（C）is inevitably the result of internet social networking

（D）is no more than an innate and unchanging human need

28．According to the author, the use of the online “suiciding” program________.

（A）would greatly affect the protection of privacy

（B）could eliminate documentary history and change material on the internet

（C）might persuade more innocent young people to commit suicide

（D）will only lead to the malicious destruction of informational authority

29．The word “doctoring” in the expression “the possibility of routine doctoring of material on the internet” (para. 14) can be replaced by________.

（A）deceptive altering

（B）partial eliminating

（C）complete rewriting

（D）medical treating

30．Which of the following best summarises the main idea of the passage?

（A）Protection of personal information is the web's latest ethical battleground.

（B）Generational difference in attitudes towards privacy should be the focus of attention.

（C）Online truth is much more important and valuable than privacy.

（D）The value of the internet lies in keeping both privacy and truth.

【解析】

26．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。具体见本文第一段。作者在提出culturally determined concept后，先举了古代庞培的Roman latrines的例子，又提出了对隐私态度上存在的“代沟”，答案显然为选项C。选项A和B和文中介绍内容相反，应予排除，选项D表达的内容本身无可否定，但并非该句表达的主要意思。

27．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。内容集中在第一、二两段。对隐私态度上的generational difference的讨论，作者是从几个角度展开的。选项B与文章介绍的内容不一致，选项C给出的结论较片面，选项D语句在意思的表达上存在不妥之处。选项A总结了作者在探讨generational difference时采取的视角和做法（他提及自己年轻时的经历、当时年轻少女对bare-breasted照片的做法、以及对Generation Y和Generation X-ers的观察分析比较），应为答案。

28．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体内容见第六段。作者介绍了新出现的网上的suiciding节目，并提出了自己的一些担忧和看法。选项A并非是作者对主要内容的表述，选项C是错解，没有准确理解suiciding在该段中的比喻意义；选项D也没有准确概括online suiciding program使用的结果。答案为B，较全面地总结了该项目可能带来的副作用。

29．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。doctor平时作动词用频率较低，其意思to change esp. in a dishonest way考生也不一定熟悉。该句的前一句提到了online suiciding会导致the erasure of documentary history，本句则是稍退一步，指出routine doctoring of material on the internet的可能性，准确的逻辑推断应揭示该词有“有意篡改、修改”的意思。选项B、C和D都不是对该词的准确解释。

30．答案是C。本题考查对文章的主旨大意的归纳能力。选项A提到了对个人信息的保护，但并非是全文的重点；选项B概括了在隐私问题上存在的generational difference，但作者并未告诉我们这应是关注的焦点；选项D的语句本身表达了一个可以成立和接受的命题，但很难说是作者写作本文欲表达的主要思想。因此都应予排除。选项C是对全文主题的较为准确的概括，和文章的结尾句Lack of privacy may be uncomfortable. Lack of truth is fatal.相比，都体现了对文章中心思想的总结。

Passage 7


Questions 31～35


If the past couple of weeks are any indication, mainstream media may be primed for a comeback. In July, The Washington Post published its massive “Top Secret America” series, painstakingly detailing the growth of the US intelligence community after 9/11. When it ran, New York Observer editor Kyle Pope crowed (on Twitter, ironically), “Show me the bloggers who could have done this！” The Los Angeles Times recently mobilized a community to action when it broke the news that top city officials in Bell, Calif., one of the poorest cities in Los Angeles county, were raking in annual salaries ranging from $100,000 to $800,000.

Clearly, if mainstream media is an aging fighter against the ropes, it still has a few punches left to throw. But such make-a-difference journalism requires lots of time and money, something most news outlets don't have. And it runs counter to the frantic pace of modern, Web-driven newsrooms. So for journalism to survive in the Digital Age, it needs to be simultaneously fast-paced and substantive, snarky and thought-provoking. Or, at the very least, it must find some middle ground where illuminating investigative pieces and Mel Gibson telephone call mash-ups can coexist.

The 24/7 newsroom has become an intractable part of the media landscape, and the Web is the primary battleground news outlets have to win in order to stay competitive. That has forced journalists to become much more mindful of online traffic, which can sap morale. As a recent New York Times piece put it: “Young journalists who once dreamed of trotting the globe in pursuit of a story are instead shackled to their computers, where they try to eke out a fresh thought or be first to report anything that will impress Google algorithms and draw readers their way.” But the Washington Post and Los Angeles Times pieces demonstrate that, regardless of whether the stories appear in print or online, reporters still need the time and space to be effective watchdogs—to track down sources and slog through financial disclosures, and court documents that often fill the better part of a journalist's working life.

Right out of college, I spent several years working for a mid-size regional daily newspaper. I covered endless city and county government meetings, reported on crime and education, and learned that reporters should always carry a sensible pair of shoes in their car in case they are sent into the mountains to cover a wildfire. In my relatively short time in the newspaper trenches, I developed a profound respect for the people who do the decidedly unglamorous work of keeping government honest for little pay and even less job security.

The Pew Research Center's State of the News Media 2010 report found that, while reported journalism is contracting and commentary and analysis is growing, 99 percent of the links on blogs circle back to the mainstream press. (Just four outlets—BBC, CNN, The New York Times, and The Washington Post—account for 80 percent of all links.) The report concludes that new media are largely filled with debate that is dependent on the shrinking base of reporting coming from old media. The same report included polling data showing that 72 percent of Americans feel that most news sources are biased in their coverage, feel overwhelmed rather than informed by the amount of news and information they're taking in.

I'm not advocating a return to some supposed halcyon period before the Internet. I'm still a product of my generation. I like the alacrity of the Web and admire its ability to connect people around the world, and to aggregate and spread information at lightning speed. Its warming glow gives me probably 90 percent of the news I consume, and I enjoy commenting on articles that friends post on Facebook.

But I hope it won't make me sound prematurely aged to say that sometimes the Internet exhausts me. That I'm troubled by how frequently I find myself sucked into the blogging vortex of endless linkage, circuitous kvetching, and petty media infighting. I often emerge from these binges hours later, bleary-eyed and less informed than when I started.

The media need to be quick and smart. They should tell us something new, rather than simply recycle outrage. Some of the watchdog role has been shouldered by nonprofit outfits like the Pulitzer Prize-winning ProPublica—which has recruited a number of top investigative reporters with a mission of producing journalism in the public interest—as well as smaller nonprofit ventures springing up around the country.

Many old-school media outlets are moving, with varying degress of success and profitability, toward a primarily Web-focused model. The “Top Secret America” series may be the best example to date of a deeply reported piece that probably could not have been achieved without the resources and support of a major news operation, but which is also packaged appealingly for the Web. All of this seems to indicate that, despite reported journalism's painful contractions, a few small inroads are being made toward creating a new model for news. Solid reporting and thoughtful analysis shouldn't be the sole province of a dying medium. (1103)

【内容概要】

本文介绍数字时代传媒行业的演变及发展趋势，主要是对文中称为mainstream media的传统纸质媒介和今天迅速发展的Web-driven网络新闻机构的功能、操作、运作及各自的优劣态势进行了比较剖析。文章指出，到了数字时代，传统的新闻媒介尽管已成了aging fighter，但是其优点仍显而易见，即对重要的新闻事件、社会问题进行深入的追踪调查，并提供内容扎实的相关报道，因此往往引起社会密切关注，起到切实的“watchdog”的作用。而网络新闻传播虽然速度快捷，但提供的往往并非第一手新闻，而且也缺乏原创性，且大量网络新闻报道依赖的仍是传统媒介。作者的结论是传统媒介的solid reporting和thoughtful analysis的做法应该继承发扬。

【词语解析】

aggregate v
 . 集合，聚拢

alacrity n
 . 敏捷，踊跃

algorithm n
 . 算法，规则系统

binge n
 . 社交集会

bleary-eyed a
 . 睡眼惺忪的

con v
 . 仔细研究，检查，考虑

eke out v
 . 弥补不足，辛苦维持

halcyon a
 . 平静的，愉快的

inroad n
 . 侵袭，侵犯，消蚀

kvetch v
 . 抱怨，找岔子

mash-ups n
 . 混乱

sap v
 . 浸蚀，削弱

shackle v
 . 小跑，快步走过

slog v
 . 吃力地行进

snarky a
 . 暴躁的，易怒的

vortex n
 . 涡旋，漩涡

31．The author introduced The Washington Post and The Los Angeles Times at the beginning of the passage in order to show that________.

（A）newspapers can still play their role of effective watchdogs

（B）newspapers will spend lots of time and money to provide solid report

（C）mainstream media is an aging fighter that runs counter to Web-driven newsrooms

（D）mainstream media is planning for a comeback in the Digital Age

32．According to the passage, journalists in the Digital Age________.

（A）need only to use online traffic to provide all kinds of news

（B）can rely on computer to realize their dream of trotting the globe

（C）are often forced to be fastened to their computers to do their work

（D）should be aware of the possible restrictions of online-based news reporting

33．The Pew Research Center's State of the News Media 2010 report concludes that________.

（A）most links on blogs and debates from new media are still dependent on old media

（B）new media are separated farther away from old media

（C）reported journalism, commentary and analysis are growing

（D）with rapidly developing new media, the coverage of news becomes more balanced

34．When the author was telling his own experience with the Internet, he was________.

（A）simply showing his admiration and appreciation

（B）trying to let readers share his fascinating experience

（C）displaying his ambivalent attitude and confusion over the Internet

（D）criticizing the power of the Internet

35．The author implies at the end of the passage that________.

（A）online journalism has little to learn from mainstream media

（B）solid reporting and thoughtful analysis is still one major advantage of old media

（C）the painful contractions of reported journalism are inevitable and necessary, and mainstream media is dying fast

（D）with the coming of the Digital Age, it is almost impossible to inherit the old media's tradition of effective watchdogs

【解析】

31．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关信息见第一、二两段。文章开篇即介绍作为传统纸质媒介的mainstream media，显然是为了突出其依然具有的优势和特点，A是较为准确的概括。选项B所述内容与文章重叠，但不是作者的主要意图，C的意思和文章内容不符，D的表述同样不准确，均予排除。

32．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第二、三段。文章的一大特点是将传统新闻媒介和数字时代的网络新闻媒体进行比较对照，指出了各自的优势和劣势。D的概括明确到位，应为答案。选项A的意思和文章传递的信息相反，B的说法不准确、不客观，C的描述虽和文中内容有一定的重叠，但并非作者解析的重点，均予排除。

33．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第五段。根据介绍的皮尤研究中心（Pew Research Center）的调查报告，A的概括基本符合相关情况，应为答案。选项B与报告所述内容相反，C的意思和报告的说明不一致，D也没有准确解释该报告的内容，均应予排除。

34．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第六、七两段，选项C较为客观地概况了作者对因特网的矛盾态度和心理，应为答案。选项A和B的总结不客观，与事实不符，D则走向另一个极端，过分否定的态度并非作者原意，均应予排除。

35．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见最后一段。纵观全文，作者一方面承认传统的新闻媒介在高技术数字媒介的冲击下走下坡路，另一方面也数次指出一些主要的优势和特点应该发扬，因此选项B应为答案。选项A和作者表达的意思相反，C的内容和文中的介绍大体重叠，但并非作者的主要观点，D的说法也和作者的观点相左，都应予排除。

Passage 8


Questions 36～40


St. John's Hospital in Bath was established in 1180 to provide healing and homes by the bubbling spa springs for the poor and infirm. The charity is still there 830 years later: a much valued health and care service for the elderly. This demonstrates our country's great charitable tradition in health. The Government's desire to put citizens and patients first is both core to the current health reforms and a guiding mission for the country's great charities and social enterprises. The words of the Health Secretary, Andrew Lansley, “no decision about me, without me”, are our driving passion.

We have a dual role: to deliver health services, undertake research and provide care and compassion to those most in need; and to act as an advocate and adviser. We are sometimes a challenger of the health establishment and always a doughty champion for patients.

For these reforms to be a success we must ensure a much stronger role for the third sector. That is why we strongly support the policy of “any willing provider”. The previous Government was profoundly mistaken in pursuing a policy of the NHS as “preferred provider”, which implied that services from our sector were less valued than the State's. In fact, through a big expansion of the role of charities and social enterprises in providing care, we can provide more cost-effective and citizen-focused services.

This is not about privatisation. What matters is what is delivered, not who delivers it. This must be at the heart of health service reform. Charities can offer a better deal in so many ways. In 2008 the NHS spent just over 0.05 per cent of its healthcare budget through charities. In other words this is a virtually untapped resource waiting to be used.

To me, competition in the NHS means British Red Cross volunteers being able to help more people to adapt to life at home after a lengthy spell in hospital, so preventing the need for readmission. Those who get this support are often aged over 65 and have experienced a fall. Volunteers bring them home, settle them in, advise neighbours or relatives of their return, check on pets, help to prepare a meal and make a further visit to ensure that they are safe and well. Such schemes can save the typical NHS commissioner up to ￡1 million a year.

Competition in the NHS would also mean an environmental charity such as BTCV running more “green gyms”, which give people a physical workout while taking part in environmental projects. So far, more than 10,000 people—often referred by GPs—have taken part. An evaluation found that the positive impact on mental and physical health, not to mention the acquisition of new skills, means that the State saves ￡153 for every ￡100 it invests. On top of that, it has a positive impact on local communities and the environment. Do we want less of this or more? I suspect that for most of us the answer is obvious.

Those who rely most on the NHS are the vulnerable, the very people charities were set up to help, precisely because they were being let down by the status quo. If groups such as the Red Cross and BTCV can do a better job than the NHS, we should let them.

Promoting wellbeing and preventing ill health have for too long been neglected aspects of the NHS's role. These reforms rightly put emphasis on public health. Giving a role in health back to local councils is long overdue. The new health and wellbeing boards may provide the opportunity to get more resources behind public health as well as, for the first time, giving elected councillors the chance to scrutinise NHS resources. Preventing diabetes through better education, diet and exercise is always a better approach than picking up the costs of a growing number of people with diabetes. Charities such as Diabetes UK, working with councils and GPs, are critical to achieving that.

Of course there are challenges in introducing reforms. Of course proper funding is crucial. We want to ensure that there is a strategic approach to commissioning, including national guidelines. We want the new GP consortia to take full advantage of the opportunity to expand their work with our sector. The challenge we face as a country is to build on the sure foundations of our NHS to provide service that recognises and expands the work of charities, promotes partnerships between State, third and private sectors and moves on from arcane arguments over privatisation. (1109)

【内容概要】

本文介绍英国的医疗护理改革的一个方面。文章开始提及Bath的慈善护理的长久传统，随即笔锋一转，引入今天的英国医疗护理改革，文章的中心论点是在这方面应大大发挥慈善机构和社会企业的作用。作者认为政府原来实行的preferred provider政策有其不当之处，忽略了慈善机构和社会企业在这方面可以发挥的作用。根据作者的看法，如进一步发挥后者在这方面的作用，效益高，相对成本较低，是一种双赢的做法，因此建议国民保健制度应积极采取相应措施，停止所谓“privatisation”的争论，把更多的医疗护理的责任委托给third sector即慈善机构和社会企业来做。

【词语解析】

arcane a
 . 神秘的

commissioner n
 . 特派员，专员

consortia n
 . 会，社，联营企业

doughty a
 . 勇猛的，坚决的

let down v
 . 使失望，使沮丧

NHS＝National Health Service n
 . （英国）国民保健制度

36．The author introduced St. John's Hospital in Bath at the beginning of the passage________.

（A）to show the 830 year history of health and care service in Bath

（B）to provide an example of the British Red Cross practice

（C）to illustrate the British charitable tradition in health and care service

（D）to explain the challenge that the British health establishment is facing

37．When the author writes “which implied that services from our sector were less valued than the State's” (para. 3), the expression “our sector” most probably refers to________.

（A）The National Health Service

（B）St. John's Hospital in Bath

（C）charities and social enterprises

（D）private institutions and companies

38．When the author says “This is not about privatisation.” (para. 4), he indicates that________.

（A）privatisation is the inevitable road for health care reform

（B）privatised health service can be a major complement to the NHS system

（C）“privatisation” is used by volunteers as a defence in the argument over health care reform

（D）“privatisation” is used by some people as a criticism against health service reform

39．According to the passage, all of the following are true EXCEPT that________.

（A）charities can be a great resource to be used in health and care service

（B）competition in the NHS should be stopped immediately by local councils

（C）the expansion of the role of social enterprises can provide effective health service

（D）more resources should be tapped in promoting wellbeing and preventing ill health

40．Which of the following can serve as a logical conclusion of the passage?

（A）Stop arguing over private or public delivery on health and choose what is best for patients.

（B）Local councils should play a decisive role in the health service reform.

（C）Preventing ill health through education is a better approach than treating patients with illnesses.

（D）The reform of the NHS is at the heart of health service reform in the United Kingdom.

【解析】

36．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见第一段。作者在文章一开始即介绍英国Bath的St. John's Hospital，目的是为了突出拥有800多年传统的英国的慈善事业，也为文章的主题引入作了铺垫。选项A的概括虽不错，但并没有真正到位，B的解释有不妥之处，D的说明和作者的意图也有较大的距离，均应予排除。选项C的概括较为全面，为答案。

37．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，相关信息见第三段。作者显然是站在our sector一边说话，且在上下文明确给出our sector的具体所指，答案应为C。选项A、B和D均应予排除。

38．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第四段。本文的文字写作有一种明显的辩驳的口吻，文中有几处都显露了这一点。选项A和B显然不是作者要表达的意思，C的说明也几乎把相应的关系说颠倒了，应予排除。选项D的解释符合上下文的行文和逻辑推断，为答案。

39．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，可采用排除法，相关信息见第四、五、六段和最后两段。选项A（慈善机构的作用）、C（社会企业的作用）和D（多方挖掘资源加强公共卫生和健康护理工作）的内容在文中均有提及（有的甚至反复提及），应予排除。而选项B的意思在文中未有显露，符合题意，为答案。

40．答案是A。本题考查对文章的主旨大意和逻辑推论的归纳能力，相关信息主要见最后两段。选项B的内容作者并未明确提及，C的意思本身可以成立，但不可能是文章的主题，D的意思文中未明确提及，且和文章的主题及讨论重点都有相当距离，应予排除。选项A的总结是贯穿全文的要点，作者不惜笔墨，多方强调，是为答案。

Passage 9


Questions 41～45


The economy may be troubled, but one area is thriving: social media. They begin with Facebook and extend through a dizzying array of companies that barely existed five years ago: Twitter, LinkedIn, Groupon, Yammer, Yelp, Flickr, Ning, Digg—and the list goes on. These companies are mostly private but have attracted the ardent attention of Wall Street and investors, with Facebook now worth a purported $75 billion and Groupon valued at close to $25 billion.

There can be little doubt that these companies enrich their founders as well as some investors. But do they add anything to overall economic activity? While jobs in social media are growing fast, there were only about 21,000 listings last spring, a tiny fraction of the 150 million-member U.S. workforce. So do social-media tools enhance productivity or help us bridge the wealth divide? Or are they simply social-entertaining and diverting us but a wash when it comes to national economic health?

The answers are vital, because billions of dollars in investment capital are being spent on these ventures, and if we are to have a productive future economy, that capital needs to grow the economic pie—and not just among the elite of Silicon Valley and Wall Street. The U.S. retains a competitive advantage because of its ability to innovate, but if that innovation creates services that don't turn into jobs, growth and prosperity, then it does us only marginal good.

The problem is that these tools are so new that it is extremely difficult to answer the questions definitively. As I was about to write this column, I overheard a cell-phone conversation at an airport with this snippet: “The company says they are using social media, but who knows if it is making any difference?” Flash back nearly 20 years and the same question was being asked about the first Internet wave. Were Netscape and the Web enhancing our economy, or were people just spending more time at work checking out ESPN.com? Official statistics weren't designed to capture the benefits, and didn't—until statistics mavens at the Federal Reserve, urged on by Alan Greenspan, refined the way they measured productivity. As a result of these somewhat controversial innovations, the late 1990s became a period of substantial technology-driven gains.

It is possible that the same gap exists today, that social-media tools are indeed laying the groundwork for new industries and jobs but aren't yet registering on the statistical radar. Many companies believe social media make them more competitive. Ford and Zappos, for instance, use Twitter to market their products and address consumer complaints. Countless corporations have created internal Face-book pages and Yammer accounts for employees to communicate across divisions and regions. Industry groups for engineers, doctors and human-resources professionals have done the same to share new ideas and solutions on a constant basis rather than episodically at conferences. Staffing companies have been especially keen on social media; a senior executive at Manpower told me we should think of social-media tools as today's version of the telephone. Yes, they are used for frivolity and all sorts of noneconomic activity (chatting with friends, passing the time), but they also help communication happen more efficiently.

One big question is what proportion of that benefit will be captured economically by consumers vs. corporations. Sure, social media allow people to compare prices and quality and assess which companies are good to work for and where jobs might be. They also may enhance education and idea sharing, but the caveat is that the people who use these tools are the ones with higher education and income to spend on technology, not the tens of millions whose position in today's world has eroded so sharply. According to a recent Pew Foundation study, only 45％ of adults making less than $30,000 have access to broadband, which is an essential component of using content-rich social media effectively.

And that is the tub. Like so many things these days, social media contribute to economic bifurcation. Dynamic companies are benefiting from these tools, even if the gains are tough to nail down in specific figures. Many individuals are benefiting too, using LinkedIn to find jobs and Groupon to find deals. But for now, the irony is that social media widen the social divide, making it even harder for the have-nots to navigate. They allow those with jobs to do them more effectively and companies that are profiting to profit more. But so far, they have done little to aid those who are being left behind. They are, in short, business as usual. (1109)

【内容概要】

本文介绍随着高技术的发展而形成的social media（包括Facebook,Twitter等等）即各类社交网站，其发展、功能以及对社会经济活动的影响等方面。社交网站对是否促进了生产力的发展或缩小财富差距方面有很大贡献，该打上问号。尽管对个人和商家，对促进教育和信息共享等带来了不少的便利，但是目前还很难对其效果作用作出量化的评定。最后指出，社交网站对社会分化和经济上贫富差距的拉大显然起了推动作用。对高技术带来的社会进步要作出客观的评定确实是一项艰巨的任务。

【词语解析】

bifurcation n
 . 分叉

caveat n
 . 警告，注意，说明

frivolity n
 . 轻薄话

maven n
 . 专家，内行

purport v
 . 声称

snippet n
 . 片断，摘录，零星话语

wash n
 . 淡饮料，乏味的文章（讲话）等

41．According to the passage, social media________.

（A）have been existing for a number of decades

（B）have been extending since 20 years ago

（C）are contributing much to social and economic development

（D）have emerged rapidly within the last decade

42．The author mentioned the cell-phone conversation he overheard at the airport________.

（A）as an evidence to support his argument over social media

（B）as a proof to show the public's opposition to social media

（C）as a support to the popularity of social media tools

（D）as an example of America's productive future economy

43．When the author says that “social media tools…aren't registering on the statistical radar” (para. 5), he means that________.

（A）they are not expected to greatly enhance productivity

（B）they do not lay the groundwork for the establishment of new jobs

（C）the statistical data do not reflect the efficiency social media tools have brought

（D）the statistical data do not show the expected cost in using social media tools

44．In the sentence “Like so many things these days, social media contribute to economic bifurcation.” (para. 7), the word “bifurcation” can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）development

（B）divide

（C）depression

（D）diversification

45．Which of the following best summarizes the main idea of the passage?

（A）The growth of social media is based on the progress of modern technology.

（B）The enhancing of productivity should not rely on social media tools.

（C）Social media greatly stimulate the progress of non-economic activity.

（D）Social media do not contribute much to overall economic activity.

【解析】

41．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段。文中所称的social media即社交网站，是近几年才冒出来的“新生事物”，选项D的说明与文中所述情况吻合，为答案。选项A与实际情况不符，B的说明同样不正确，C的陈述是文章中议论的方面之一，但作为结论性说法显然不准确，应予排除。

42．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第四段及前后文。作者提及在机场偶然听到的人们的手机对话，目的是为自己的观点提供佐证，A为合理的推理概括。选项B的观点过于绝对。C的陈述把意思说反了，D的解说似有些文不对题，不合逻辑，均予排除。

43．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见第五段。作者的一个看法是，社交网站兴起才数年，究竟对社会经济与生产的作用多大，在数据统计上尚难以明确显示，选项C的解释作为答案较为合理。选项A的说法过于绝对，与原句意思有偏离，B的陈述同样和原文相对，D的解释和原句的意思距离更进一步拉大了，均予排除。

44．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，主要信息见第七段和前一段。作者在文中数次点出此点，即以高科技为基础的社交网站等有可能进一步扩大贫富之间的差距，选项B给出的同义词为答案，选项A、C和D或不当或错，从该句本身及上下文均可作出判断。

45．答案是D。本题考查对文章的主旨大意的概括能力，主要信息从第二、三段的反问句及其后的探讨解说中都有提示，并贯穿全文。选项D的概括基本合理，选项A的说明的确是事实，但不是本文的要点，B的说法是一种主观的意见，作者并未有此表述，C的陈述和文中提及的有重合之处，但如作为文章的主题不太可能，均予排除。

Passage 10


Questions 46～50


You can see the hand-wringing from Berlin to Boston, Toronto to Tokyo: Low birthrates and aging populations spell disaster for rich nations. They'll overburden children with financial obligations to their elders, rend social safety nets, and push economies into neutral. “There's so much hysterical stuff about this issue，” says Gary Burtless, an economist with the Brookings Institution. It's worth asking the worrywarts who it is they're really worried about. Today's parents? By and large, women have fewer children because they believe it will contribute to their own happiness or that of the children they do choose to have. Their children? Over the past 150 years, the next generation has almost always been more prosperous on the whole than the previous generation. Today's children are richer in things and education than their parents were as youngsters. Future generations? It may be true that aging slows down an economy. But not necessarily, some economists say. Business, faced with fewer workers, may well invest more in machines and other means for raising productivity and prosperity.

Consider Japan. The Japanese are even more worried than Americans about an aging population. Japanese women, on average, have only 1.35 children, substantially fewer than the 2.05 of American women. Moreover, the Japanese live longer on average than any other nationality on earth. In the future, though, Japanese workers, ages 20 to 64, will have relatively fewer children to support with food, clothing, housing, education, and so on than Americans will. They don't have anywhere near the share of people in jail that the US does, each inmate costing about $25,000 a year. Nor, do they have America's share of young people incapacitated for work by drugs, alcohol, gangs, and other ills. “The Japanese do a pretty good job of rearing children，” says Mr. Burtless, back from a visit to the island nation. “They have extremely low rates of divorce. Few children are born outside of marriage.” Despite their concern, the Japanese expect to retain a high living standard. What about Western European nations, most of which are also saddled with extremely low birthrates and populations expected to shrink if not already declining? In Italy, for example, the median age will rise from 42 to 51 over the next two decades. Would they trade places with the people of Mexico—or even China? Would their children?

In the current debate over Social Security in the United States, critics note that by 2042 payroll taxes will cover only 70 percent of promised benefits. What they often don't acknowledge is that this 70 percent will be much greater in real purchasing power than what beneficiaries get today—thanks to greater productivity. Even if the US kept Social Security fully funded by raising the payroll tax rate, workers toward the end of the century should be “much better off，” says Mr. Burtless. “Why should we be feeling sorry for them?” The aging of populations does have economic consequences, of course. The European and Japanese economies have tended to grow more slowly than that of the US partly because their workforces are not growing as much. Economists debate, however, whether slow or negative population growth will result in less or more output per person. James Poterba, an economist at Harvard University, suggests that older populations in Japan and Europe may partly account for a political reluctance to make economic “reforms” in the workplace.

The Mckinsey Global Institute in New York has just published a lengthy study of the US, Japan, Germany, Britain and Italy, which account for two-thirds of global financial assets. Its key conclusion is that growth in household financial wealth over the next 20 years will slow by more than two thirds, from 4.5％ historically to 1.3％. So household wealth, instead of growing to $85 trillion in these five countries, will grow to $54 trillion. Most people in such nations as Italy, Germany, and France depend primarily on their social security system to provide an adequate pension. These pensions are much more generous than the American system provides. But fewer Europeans have pensions from companies or other employers. Barry Bosworth, another Brookings economist, tells of a visit to Montevideo, capital of Uruguay, a Latin American nation with a shrinking population. The downtown has “block after block of empty buildings，” he says. Hotels are empty. “There are apartments which in New York City people would kill for.” So, will aging and thence shrinking populations result in reduced demand for housing and falling home prices?

In Germany, talk of cutting pensions has meant that working Germans have stepped up their savings rate to provide for their old age. The result is an “overhang” of savings and a shortage of spending that is keeping economic growth modest, says Mr. Bosworth. Contrast that with the US, where for years foreign savings have financed spending. Economists joke that Americans are the world's “consumers of last resort”. Possibly today's pension uncertainty, caused by an aging population, will prompt them to save more. That would not be a bad thing. (0509)

【内容概要】

本文的主题为一些发达国家面临的人口出生率下降和社会老龄化问题。这一现象究竟会对今天的父母、子女或是未来的子孙后代带来怎样的影响，作者认为是一个颇为复杂的社会现象，有待具体分析。作者比较了日本和美国，在同样面临老龄人口的情况下，社会的应对呈现巨大差异。同时作者也对欧洲与美国可能发生的变化及生活水平、及应对政策进行了预测比较，指出了各自的利弊及可能的结果。出生率下降和社会老龄化是个重大的社会问题，需要深入全面和科学的思考研究。

【词语解析】

be saddled with 使…负担（义务/责任）

incapacitate v
 . 使…无能，使…不能做某事

overhang n
 . 悬垂物，威胁

payroll tax n
 . 工薪税

rend v
 . 撕裂，扯碎

worrywart n
 . 为琐事自寻烦恼者，老是担心者

46．It can be concluded that the beginning sentences of the first paragraph________.

（A）provide details to support the main idea of the passage

（B）give a gloomy picture of aging population in rich countries

（C）serve as a starting point for the discussion of the topic

（D）warn that aging population could lead to disastrous consequences

47．The author uses Japan as the example to show________.

（A）that the Japanese attach greater importance to their housing and education

（B）why the Japanese are worried about their aging population

（C）that the Japanese maintain a high living standard despite an aging population

（D）why the Japanese live longer than other nations, including Americans

48．In the debate over Social Security in the United States, the projected percentage of promised benefits________.

（A）can be meaningless to those beneficiaries

（B）is more useful and important data for pensioners

（C）has nothing to do with the payroll tax rate

（D）is more significant when related to real purchasing power

49．The McKinsey Global Institute's study has mainly shown________.

（A）the slow growth in household financial wealth in the next 20 years

（B）the disparities in social security system between Europe and the United States

（C）the differences in financial assets among the five countries

（D）the role of the five countries in the growth of global financial assets

50．Which of the following best describes the basic tone of the passage?

（A）Argumentative and optimistic.

（B）Cynical and indifferent.

（C）Serious and pessimistic.

（D）Prejudiced and sarcastic.

【解析】

46．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体见第一段。选项A和B的概括并不准确，选项D的说法也只是反映了一种观点，难以作为该段落的结论性说法。选项C的说法较为客观，由此而引出引起人们的不同看法和争议，可作为答案。

47．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第二段。选项A的概括与文章的介绍不符，B的意思在字里行间并未显示，D的内容也不是作者举例说明的主要原因，均予排除。选项C是作者以日本为例表明的和其他国家相比的一大特点，为答案。

48．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第三段。作者旨在说明，社会保障给人们提供的福利收益单用百分比衡量并不正确。选项D的解释与文章的介绍基本吻合，为答案。选项A的说法过于绝对，B的意思和作者的解说不符，C的意思和文章提供的信息不一致，均予排除。

49．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体见第四段。选项A和作者介绍的信息相符，为答案。选项B、C和D的内容或并非该研究的重点，或有关信息并未提供，或不一致，应予排除。

50．答案是A。本题考查对文章及作者的语气及态度的判断。选项A给出了较为客观如实的描述，为答案。选项B和D的描述并不正确，选项C的解释也并不符合实际情况，应予排除。

Passage 11


Questins 51～55


Once upon a time, in the “dominion of new haven，” it was illegal to kiss your children on Sunday. Or make a bed or cut your hair or eat mince pies or cross a river unless you were a clergyman riding your circuit. If you lived in Connecticut in 1650, there was no mistaking Sunday for just another shopping day; regardless of whether you'd go to hell for breaking the Sabbath, you could certainly go to jail. Centuries later, the sense that Sunday is special is still wired in us, a miniature Sabbatical during which to peel off the rest of the week and savor ritual, religious or otherwise: Sunday worship, Sunday football, Sunday papers, Sunday brunch, the day you call your mother, the night the family gathers around the TV to watch, once upon a time, The Wonderful World of Disney and, now The Simpsons.

The idea that rest is a right has deep roots in our history. Blue laws were a gift as much as a duty, a command to relax and reflect. That tension, explains Sunday historian Alexis McCrossen, has always been less between sacred and secular than between work and respite; America does not readily sit still, even for a day. The Civil War and a demand for news begot the Sunday paper; industrialization inspired progressives to argue that libraries and museums should open on Sundays so working people could elevate themselves. Major league baseball held its first Sunday game in 1892. Joseph Pulitzer realized the Sunday paper was less about news than about fun, comics and book reviews, and soon the theaters, amusement parks and fairs were open too.

Over time, Sunday has gone from a day we could do only a very few things to the only day we can do just about anything we want. The U.S. is too diverse, our lives too busy, our economy too global and our appetites too vast to lose a whole day that could be spent working or playing or power shopping. Pulled between piety and profit, even Christian bookstores are open. Children come to Sunday school dressed in their soccer uniforms; some churches have started their own leagues just to control the schedule. Politicians recite their liturgies in TV studios. Post offices may still be closed, but once you miss that first Sunday e-mail from the boss, it becomes forever harder not to log on and check in. Even the casinos are open.

If your soul has no Sunday, it becomes an orphan, Albert Schweitzer said—which raises a question for our times: What do we lose if Sunday becomes just like any other day? Lawmakers in Virginia got to spend part of their summer break debating that question, thanks to a mistake they made last winter when they inadvertently revived a “day of rest” rule; hotels and hospitals and nuclear power plants would have had to give workers a weekend day off or be fined $500. After a special legislative session was convened to fix the error, Virginia's workers, like the rest of us, are once more potentially on call 24/7. Meanwhile, Rhode Island just became the 32nd state to let liquor stores open every Sunday; until this month, they could do so only in December, perhaps because even George Washington's eggnog recipe called for brandy, whiskey and rum. Social conservatives may want to honor the Fourth Commandment, but businesses want the income, states need the tax revenues, and busy families want the flexibility.

With progress, of course, comes backlash from those who desperately want to preserve the old ways. Mom-and-pop liquor stores in New York fought to keep the blue laws to have more time with their families. Car dealers in Kansas City pushed for a law to make them close on Sundays so they could have a day off without losing out to competition. Chick-Fil-A, a chain of more than 1,100 restaurants in 37 states, closes on Sundays because its founder, Truett Cathy, promised employees time to “worship, spend time with family and friends or just plain rest from the work week，” says the chain's website. “Made sense then, still makes sense now.” Pope John Paul Ⅱ even wrote an apostolic letter in defense of Sunday: “When Sunday loses its fundamental meaning and becomes merely part of a ‘weekend，’” he wrote, “people stay locked within a horizon so limited that they can no longer see ‘the heavens.’”

In an age with no free time, we buy it through hard choices. Do we skip church so we can sleep in or skip soccer so we can go to church or find a family ritual—cook together, read together—that we treat as sacred? That way, at least some part of Sunday faces in a different direction, whether toward heaven or toward one another. (0503)

【内容概要】

本文介绍Sunday作为一个休息日的发展过程和历史演变。实际上星期和星期天的概念及习俗与西方的基督教传统是密不可分的，反映了欧美文化、历史及传统，对此这篇文章提供了不少相关的信息。当然，尽管本来是一个宗教传统和习俗，但在社会经济进步和工业化、商业化的巨大影响下，人们对Sunday的概念及相应的生活方式仍是不可避免地发生了巨大的变化。文章介绍的主要是美国的情况，同时反映了人们对某些变化的不同态度和看法。

【词语解析】

Albert Schweitzer阿尔贝特·施韦泽（1875～1965），德国哲学家、神学家、医生、管风琴演奏家、社会活动家、人道主义者，1952年获诺贝尔和平奖

apostolic a
 . 使徒的

backlash n
 . 后冲，反应

beget v
 . 成为…父，（父）生子，产生，引起

blue laws n
 . 蓝色法规（禁止星期日饮酒及娱乐等世俗活动）

brunch n
 . 早中餐

eggnog n
 . 蛋奶酒

haven n
 . 安息所

liturgy n
 . （基督教会的）礼拜仪式

peel off v
 . 远离

piety n
 . 虔诚

respite n
 . （短暂的）休息

Sabbath n
 . 安息日

Sabbatical a
 . 安息日的

savor v
 . 品尝，欣赏

secular a
 . 世俗的，非宗教的

51．The “blue laws” referred to in the passage________.

（A）are a kind of moral standard

（B）were officially issued by the church

（C）prohibit entertainment and business on Sundays

（D）specify religious activities held on Sundays

52．The statement that “America does not readily sit still, even for a day.” (para. 2) is supported by all of the following EXCEPT________.

（A）the manufacturing in factories on Sundays

（B）the opening of libraries and museums on Sundays

（C）the publication of Sunday newspapers

（D）the opening of theaters, amusement parks and fairs on Sundays

53．In writing the sentence “Social conservatives may want to honor the Fourth Commandment, but businesses want the income, states need the tax revenues, and busy families want the flexibility.” (para. 4), the author________.

（A）gave an objective and detailed description

（B）criticized the fast changing social trend

（C）exposed the profit-oriented nature of the society

（D）eulogized the progress of the social evolution

54．It can be concluded from the passage that the author's attitude towards the evolution of Sunday activities is________.

（A）ironical

（B）radical

（C）ambivalent

（D）objective

55．Which of the following tells us the main idea of the passage?

（A）The idea that rest is a right has deep roots in American history.

（B）The changes of Sunday tradition is inevitable and necessary.

（C）Sunday should be the day we can do just about anything we want.

（D）Maybe those old blue laws weren't so crazy after all.

【解析】

51．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第二段。blue laws的意思从上下文的解说中应能推导出来，C应为答案。选项A的解释不妥，选项B的说明文章未给予支持，D的解释有错，均予排除。

52．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见第二段。本题应用排除法。选项C和D的内容文中均有提及，应予排除。选项A的意思显然不当，符合题意，为答案。

53．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见第四段。选项A的总结只能说是部分正确，B的说法似乎有些“过了头”，D的表述显然不是对作者做法的正确评价，均应予排除。选项C的总结比较客观到位，为答案。

54．答案是C。本题考查对文章作者的态度的识别能力。选项A的ironical的意思几乎看不出来，B的radical也难以得到支持，D的objective的评论属可以接受，但C的评价更为贴切到位。

55．答案是D。本题考查对文章的主题的理解。选项A确是文中点到的一个方面，但作为主题不当，选项B是一个符合常理的推论，但不是作者撰文的重点，选项C代表的是一种观点，但显然不是作者撰文的出发点，均应予排除。选项D较为贴切地总结了作者想传递的信息和想法，为答案。

Passage 12


Questions 56～60


Valentine's Day is tomorrow, and we are all thinking about true love and heart-shaped chocolate candy. Well, maybe not all of us. Some of us, actually, are considering the quantifiable aspects of divorce. In America today, some 50 percent of marriages are predicted to end in divorce. And at the University of Washington in Seattle they say they can tell you exactly—well, almost exactly—which ones those will be.

A psychologist, a mathematician, and a pathologist have devised what they call a proven mathematical formula for detecting which relationships will go sour—thereby holding out hope that such couples can overcome their problems, and avoid divorce. “We have been able to predict that divorce will happen before ［it does］. That's old news，” says John Gottman, emeritus professor of psychology. “But what we have now is a scientific model for understanding why we can predict it with such accuracy.”

The work marks the first time a mathematic model is being used to understand such deep personal human interactions, adds James Murray, professor of applied mathematics. “It is totally objective. And our prediction of which couples would divorce within a four-year period was 94 percent accurate.” This is how it works: Couples face each other and discuss—each speaking in turn—a subject over which they have disagreed more than once in the past. They are wired to detect various physiological data, such as pulse rates, and they're also videotaped. A session lasts a mere 15 minutes. The research team watches and analyzes the tapes and data, awarding plus or minus points depending on the type of interactions and according to a standard scoring system. Everything is then translated into equations and plotted on a graph, which the researchers have dubbed the “Dow-Jones Industrial Average for marital conversation.” Once this is done, different situations are simulated and analyzed from the equations and graphs, and predictions are made.

Over the past 16 years more than 700 couples (at different stages of their marriages) took part in the research. But let's go back a moment. It all starts, say, with a chat about mothers-in-law—apparently one of the hot topics of contention among couples, along with money and sex, according to Dr. Murray. “The husband might say to his wife, ‘Your mother really is a pain in the neck.’ Well, that's a minus two points. A shrug, that's a no-no—so minus one. And rolled eyes—very negative; that's minus two.” If however, the husband were to say, “Your mother is a pain in the neck…but she is sometimes funny，” then, according to the researchers, you would take away two points and then give one back. If the husband cracked a smile, he would get another point. At the end of all the additions and subtractions, a stable marriage is indicated by having five more positive points than negative ones. Otherwise, warns the team, the marriage is in trouble.

In trouble—but not doomed. The whole point of the model, says Dr. Gottman, is that it gives therapists new understanding with which they can help couples overcome patterns of interaction and prevent divorce. “What we are suggesting，” says Murray, “is that couples who take this experiment then be told the prediction and realize they are going to have to both change their behavior and repair what is wrong.”

Not everyone buys into this model. Bonnie Jacobson, a clinical psychologist and professor at New York University, says it is “absolutely impossible” to understand the workings of a relationship via a one-size-fits-all model. “For mostly every couple I have seen, it's hard to see how they got together in the first place，” she says. “So unless you really get to know the nuanced dynamics, you will never ‘get it’ or be able to help.”

Christine Fasano was married for only 14 months before getting a divorce last year. She agrees the dynamics of a relationship are nuanced and complex—but also sees merit in the University of Washington study's basic assumption that if one looks starkly at interaction between a couple, it is possible to ascertain whether the relationship is headed toward demise. “I'm not surprised the model works，” she says. “It's actually not that profound. My basic observation of couples that are happily married is that they treat each other well. That is basically what they are saying, and that is hard to argue with.”

So, any final advice for Valentine's Day from the divorce research team out in Washington? “I would never give advice on matters of the heart，” says Murray, who, incidentally, has been married 45 years. “But I suppose the bottom line is, yes, communication. And being good to one another. That is nice to quantify.” (0409)

【内容概要】

本文以情人节为引子，介绍对人们的婚姻（准确说来，是对未来可能的离婚率）的预测。现代社会人际关系日趋复杂，离婚率有逐渐上升的趋势。美国的一些科研人员和大学教授合作设计出了一种数学模型以检测这种人际关系和相互作用，预测离婚的可能性或是提供信息以避免离婚的发生。文章介绍了这一检测的具体程序、操作和计算。并对过去16年里参加该试验的700对夫妻的调查情况作了介绍。据介绍，这一试验提供的信息有助于夫妻双方找到婚姻中存在的问题，或弥补或改进以避免离婚的前景。当然，维持婚姻的秘诀如作者引用的研究人员Murray的话，夫妻间应保持communication，且being good to one another。

【词语解析】

dub v
 . 把…戏称为

emeritus a
 . 荣誉退休的

pathologist n
 . 病理学家

physiological a
 . 生理的

proven a
 . 被证实的，经验证的

simulate v
 . 模仿，模拟

56．The mathematical model is designed by these scientists________.

（A）to figure out the of probability of divorce

（B）to predict and help avoid divorce

（C）for the newly-married young couples

（D）on the basis of physiological data

57．Which of the following CANNOT be found about the mathematical formula?

（A）It is quite popular and has been widely accepted.

（B）It has been experimented with over 700 couples.

（C）It has been invented by a number of scientists from related fields.

（D）It is proved useful as more marriages end in divorce.

58．In the sentence “Not every one buys into this model.” (para. 6) the expression “buys into” can be interpreted as________.

（A）pays to acquire

（B）supports fully

（C）have confidence in

（D）understands and accepts

59．Christine Fasano is introduced in the passage because________.

（A）her divorce was predicted and avoided by the formula

（B）her divorce proved the effectiveness of the mathematical model

（C）she thought the rationale behind the formula is understandable

（D）she argued that divorce could be prevented by frequent communication

60．The love equation employs all of the following methods EXCEPT________.

（A）It is based on the analysis of recordings of marital conversation

（B）It uses an addition and subtraction system to record the data

（C）It makes predictions from analysis of equations and graphs

（D）It uses the interviews of each of the spouses separately

【解析】

56．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第二段。选项B的说明较为全面，为答案。选项A只点出了该数学模型的功能的一部分，不够全面，选项C的概括过于狭窄，选项D的说明有一定依据，但亦欠全面，均予排除。

57．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，须采用排除法，相关信息分布在第二、三、四段。选项B、C和D的内容均与文章提供的信息相当，唯选项A的概括过于夸大，与题意相符，为答案。

58．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语的能力，主要见第六段。Buy into为一比喻用法，根据上下文这里指的是人们对该数学预测模型的理解认识和接受问题，选项A、B和C或为错解或解释不当，均予排除。选项D准确表达了原短语的意思，为答案。

59．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第七段。作者举Christine Fasano为例，以说明公众对该预测模型的认识，选项C为答案，选项A、B和D或与事实不符，或文章并未提及，均予排除。

60．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第三段。主要围绕对该婚姻预测数学模型的描述。选项A、B和C均与文章描述相符，予以排除；选项D与文章的介绍不一致，符合题意，为答案。

Passage 13


Questions 61～65


David Blunkett, the Home Secretary, has been accused of confusing the public over crime by scrapping police league tables in favour of a series of complicated “spidergrams” measuring performance. The indicators are intended to provide a clearer picture of the achievements of chief constables by grouping and comparing police forces of similar size and population.

But the new approach was immediately denounced for being selective in its use of performance indicators and for further clouding the debate on crime. Simon Hughes, the Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman, said the system had been “built by bureaucrats, for bureaucrats”. He said: “They don't do much for the public's understanding of policing.” Oliver Letwin, the shadow Home Secretary, described the approach as confusing. He said: “This will not aid the right against crime, it will merely multiply bureaucracy.” The Police Federation said the five key policing areas in the spidergrams gave an incomplete picture. Jan Berry, who chairs the federation, said: “There is a whole range of activity that has not been measured but which will impact on operational policing.”

Other than the Home Office, the only group of people that appeared happy with the new arrangements were the 43 chief constables of England and Wales, who had previously been concerned at the proposals to analyse their performance. Mr. Blunkett created anxiety among senior officers when, shortly after he became Home Secretary, he announced at a police summit in July 2001 that he was setting up a standards unit to identify failing forces and sweep away arcane practices.

But the Association of Chief Police Officers (Acpo) appeared relaxed yesterday when John Denham, the minister responsible for crime reduction, unveiled the new Policing Performance Assessment Framework, as drawn up by the Home Office's policing standards unit. Backing the performance monitors, Denis O'Connor, Acpo's vice-president, said they were “yet another method of keeping the public more informed on matters of local force performance.” The crystal-shaped spidergrams are designed to give citizens a visible indicator of how well the police force in their area is performing. In almost all cases, they showed that forces in “similar” areas did have similar records.

Chief constables had disapproved of the use of league tables. They complained that they provoked unfair criticism because they did not compare like with like. Mr. Denham said the graphs were easier to comprehend than tables. “As people get familiar with this type of graphical presentation they will realise it contains a lot of data that can be understood after an initial glance.” The spidergrams are based on five indicators: reducing crime, investigating crime, public safety, deployment of resources and the view of a focus group of local citizens.

West Yorkshire had the highest rate of burglaries with 39 per 1,000 households and the Metropolitan Police had the worst clear-up rate at 12 per cent of offences. The Met and the City of London Police both had low levels of public safety with 32 per cent of residents concerned over disorder and Gwent police had the poorest use of resources—15.6 days lost per officer each year. Cleveland had the worst public rating. Only 39 per cent of the region's citizens thought their force was doing a good job.

The Welsh forces in Dyfed-Powys and Gwent both had impressively shaped spidergrams thanks to comparatively good records on reducing and investigating crime. The force with the most damning graph was Avon and Somerset, which was once regarded as a metropolitan force but had been grouped under the new scheme with areas including Northamptonshire and West Mercia, which have much lower crime levels. Avon and Somerset, which includes Bristol, pointed out that the graph reflected the fact that the force had suffered from a wave of street crime that had subsequently been greatly reduced. (0309)

【内容概要】

本篇文章介绍英国内务部对警务部门的工作业绩评估方法进行改革引起的不同意见和反应。目前准备推出的是一种较为复杂的蛛网图（spidergrams）以取代原来传统的警察部门成绩名次对照表（police league table），具体包括5个指标：犯罪率降低水平、罪案侦查、公共安全、资源配备以及当地居民的意见反映。文章介绍了新方案公布后的不同反应，包括在野党的批评，警察部门的支持和批评的不同意见。文章末尾以具体的例子说明蛛网图能够反映和揭示地方警察部门的工作业绩，确有一定的评估作用。

【词语解析】

arcane a
 . 神秘的，秘密的

focus group n
 . 中心组

league table n
 . 比赛成绩对照表，名次表

spidergram n
 . 蛛网图

the City of London n
 . 伦敦城，伦敦商业区

61．Which of the following can serve as the best title of the passage?

（A）Home Secretary defends his “standard” police spidergrams

（B）Blunkett's police spidergrams leave web of confusion

（C）The five key policing areas compose the spidergrams

（D）The policing standards unit proposes spidergrams for measuring performances

62．Which of the following is NOT true about the police spidergrams according to the passage?

（A）It is a graphical presentation of police performance.

（B）It is to replace the original police league tables.

（C）It is to display performance of different police forces in the UK.

（D）It is based on the five areas of policing performance.

63．All of the following are against the proposal of police spidergrams EXCEPT________.

（A）the Liberal Democrat Party

（B）the Home Secretary of the shadow cabinet

（C）the Police Federation

（D）the Association of Chief Police Officers

64．The author introduces the performance of some local police forces at the end of the passage________.

（A）to demonstrate the differences in performance which can be shown with the spidergrams

（B）to show why the five performance indicators have been chosen

（C）to reveal differences in function between league tables and spidergrams

（D）to illustrate the wider differences between local forces and their possible causes

65．Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage?

（A）topic introduction—listing of opposing views—illustration

（B）narration—background introduction—illustration

（C）introduction—definition—conclusion

（D）description—exemplification—conclusion

【解析】

61．答案是B。本题考查对文章主题的理解，主要内容见第二段。选项A意思从第一段可找到，但很难说是全文的主题，选项C和D都是作者介绍的部分内容，但不能被认为是文章的主题，均应予排除。

62．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，须采用排除法，主要内容见第一、二和五段。选项A、B和D的概括均与文章提供的信息相符，而选项C的表述to display performances of different police forces和文中介绍的grouping and comparing police forces of similar size and population（第一段）在细节上有出入，与题意相符，为答案。

63．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要相关信息见第二、三、四段。选项A、B和C中提到的the Liberal Democratic Party,the Home Secretary of the shadow cabinet，和the Police Federation在文章中均提到了他们对police spidergrams的批评和不同意见，均予排除，第四段则介绍the Association of Chief Police Officers这一新的评估做法，D应为答案。

64．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见最后一段。选项B、C和D对该段内容的总结或不准确或不一致，均应排除。选项A的说明与该段内容基本一致，为答案。

65．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本结构的理解。须对全文结构有一个基本的认识。选项B、C和D的总结或与原文结构不一或有部分偏差，应予排除。选项A较好地反映了原文的组织结构，为答案。

Passage 14


Questions 66～70


Audiences from minority ethnic groups complained about tokenism, negative stereotyping and simplistic portrayal of their communities on television in a report published yesterday. But programmes such as the comedy shows Goodness Gracious Me and Ali G and the long-running soap Coronation Street were praised as being steps in the right direction.

The report, Multicultural Broadcasting: Concept and Reality, was released by the BBC, the Broadcasting Standards Commission, the Independent Television Commission and the Radio Authority. It explores attitudes towards multicultural broadcasting from the perspective of the audience and from within the television, radio and advertising industries. All those questioned from minority ethnic groups said their country of origin was not represented at all or was negatively portrayed on television. There was also a sense of insufficient coverage of events concerning their countries of origin.

The perspectives of ethnic and racial minorities were not featured sufficiently on terrestrial television, according to 69％ of those working in television. Of the radio sample, 45％ agreed. There was concern about stereotypical portrayal of certain issues. Groups from the Asian subcontinent spoke of the way in which arranged marriages were presented on television. They felt treatment of the issue was neither accurate nor reflective of the way in which the system had changed.

The issue of tokenism was also significant—some people felt characters from minority ethnic groups were included in programmes because it was expected they should be, resulting in characters who were ill-drawn and unimportant. Audiences felt broadcasters had a social duty to include authentic and fair representations of minorities as it would foster understanding of different cultures and allow children to see themselves represented positively. It was seen as important that minority groups should be included in soap operas or game shows, as they have high viewing figures. They should also be more represented as presenters in news and documentary programming.

Audiences from the subcontinent said they did not want to be labelled Asian and called for their distinctive cultural identities to be acknowledged. Similarly, those within mixed-race black groups said their issues were rarely represented.

Throughout the audience research was an underlying feeling that as all people paid a licence fee for the BBC, it had a greater obligation to cater to minority tastes. Younger white participants tended to find it divisive to have programmes aimed at particular groups, and thought it better to concentrate on achieving fairer representation in the mainstream.

Both audience and industry groups agreed that although progress had been made in the past five years, there still needed to be better representation of minorities on screen and behind the scenes.

It is apparent in the report that ethnic minority groups are still under-represented in employment. Only 32％ of people in radio and 22％ of those in TV agreed that numbers of people from minorities in decision-making roles had increased in the last five years. But the overwhelming feeling among those working in the advertising industry was that commercial objectives should take priority. Paul Bolt, director of the BSC, said: “The report shows where things are now and what can be done in developing future policies.”

Weakness in numbers


	The number of people from minority ethnic groups on air has increased

	Only 32％ of the TV industry sample thought there had been a growth in programming relevant to the groups. In radio the figure was 63％

	Only 32％ of those working in radio and 22％ in television agreed the number of ethnic minority staff in decision-making roles had increased in the last five years

	The perspectives of ethnic and racial minorities were not featured sufficiently on terrestrial TV, according to 69％ of those in television. Of the radio sample, 45％ agreed this was true. (0303)



【内容概要】

本篇从娱乐业着手，提出了英国的电视、广播等媒介存在的对少数族裔的种族歧视问题。英国有关机构通过对观众、听众和媒体从业人员的调研得出结论认为，英国的电视广播等节目存在较为严重的种族歧视和偏见，文中第一段描述的对少数族裔的tokenism,negative stereotyping and simplistic portrayal即点了题。文章提供了部分调查统计的数据和反馈意见，并提出不仅在soap operas和game shows中，而且在news和documentary programming中，都应做出改进，以促进不同文化之间的沟通和互相理解。文章主题鲜明突出，有较强的现实意义。

【词语解析】

tokenism n
 . 装门面，门面主义，做表面文章

Goodness Gracious Me 英国广播公司制作的广播电视喜剧，广播版与电视版先后于1996～1998和1998～2001年播出

Ali G：英国电视剧《Ali G个人秀（Da Ali G
 Show）》，2000年首播

Coronation Street 《加冕街》，英国著名电视连续剧，自1960年推出至今，已连续播出50余年

terrestrial a
 . 人间的，尘世的

stereotypical a
 . 模式化的，有旧框框的

ill-draw v
 . 丑化

cater to v
 . 投合，迎合（尤指不良的愿望、需要）

under-represented a
 . 未被充分代表的

66．The programmes of Goodness Gracious Me, Ali G, and Coronation Street cited in the passage________.

（A）are the best examples of negative stereotypes

（B）serve as the evidence to support the conclusion of the report

（C）show the significance of token ism in mass media

（D）display the positive attitude towards multicultural issues

67．According to the passage, the portrayal of Asians' arranged marriages on television________.

（A）does not reflect changed marriage system

（B）accurately describes the change of marriage system

（C）does not show the romantic side of such marriage system

（D）criticizes strongly the tradition of the Asian community

68．The word “tokenism” used in the passage can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）utter distortion

（B）fanciful portrayal

（C）accurate characterization

（D）superficial representation

69．Which of the following CANNOT be true according to the passage?

（A）The issue of tokenism on television implies the prejudice against ethnic minorities.

（B）The report is based only on the investigation of the audience from minority groups.

（C）People working in television, radio and advertising industries are all investigated.

（D）People working in the advertising industry are more concerned with commercial targets.

70．It can be concluded from the passage that________.

（A）the report on multicultural broadcasting is made and released by BBC

（B）fair representation of minorities should be based on understanding of different cultures

（C）the situation of tokenism in television, radio and advertising industries varies greatly from one another

（D）employment of ethnic minorities is well represented on terrestrial television

【解析】

66．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第一段。作者一开始即介绍少数族裔观众对电视节目中对他们的形象描绘中体现的tokenism,negative stereotyping, and simplistic portrayal表示不满，转而对上述几个电视节目表示肯定，原文表达为praised as being steps in the right direction。选项A意思错，选项B表述不当，选项C解释不正确，均应排除。

67．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体细节见第三段最后两句。文章提及来自亚洲的观众对节目中描绘arranged marriages的做法不满，理由是这类描绘或不准确或未准确反映the way in which the system(arranged marriages)had changed。选项B意思说反了，错；选项C的内容文中并未显示，选项D表述不准确，应予排除。

68．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。tokenism一词在第一段首句即出现，也是本文主题内容的反映；与negative stereotyping,simplistic portrayal并列，为近义词语，均具负面意义，指未能给出客观真实的描绘反映；选项A否定意思走向另一极端，选项B中fanciful一词意思不当，选项C为褒义词语，与该词原义相反，均予否定。选项D较为客观地解释了该词。

69．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。须对四个陈述的正误作出判断，应抓住文章主题并注意相关细节。选项A的内容在全文数段几乎都有显示，选项C的内容在第二段可找到，选项D在最后一段有显示，均予排除。选项B的内容与第二段介绍的相比，只说了一半，文章也提及该调查报告的对象包括from within the television,radio and advertising industries，因此为答案。

70．答案是B。本题考查对文章主要观点的理解。选项A只是文章介绍的事实的一部分，选项C的意思是可能成立的，但并非文章所侧重的方面，选项D的内容和最后一段有联系，但意思几乎相反，均予排除。选项B的内容在几个段落均有显示，但主要可从第四段找到，较为准确反映了作者的一个主要观点。

Passage 15


Questions 71～75


Martin Mills, 25, keeps a low profile in order to stay safe in his tough neighborhood. He cleans hotels for $250 a week and then goes straight home to a three-bedroom house in a predominantly African-American area on the north side of Wilmington, Del. He lives with five of his six children and his girlfriend. His younger brother was robbed at gunpoint and shot in the head a few years ago. “I don't bother anybody，” he says. “I try to do right, keep a cool head.” He needed one on Sept. 3, when seven or eight cops descended on him as he was leaving the corner deli. They jumped out of an unmarked van and, according to Mills, knocked over his 1-year-old son in their haste to collar Mills. They frisked him, then shoved a camera in his face. He says he heard an officer say, “We are taking your picture now for anything you might do in the future.” They then let him go without charging him with any crime.

Wilmington police say they have“no record” of Mills'case. But their chief, Michael Szczerba, makes no apologies for his department's latest effort to crack down on drugs. This summer units of as many as 18 agents, known to locals as “jump-out squads，” began stopping individuals, usually African Americans like Mills, at drug-infested street corners in search of guns, crack and heroin. The police would then take a digital photo, even with no evidence of malfeasance, to file in a database that Szczerba says can be accessed “if we see a subsequent violation.” The department plans to continue indefinitely what it calls Operation Bold Eagle.

The notion of collecting mug shots of potential criminals has sparked comparisons to the futuristic thriller Minority Report, in which a fictional high-tech police unit identifies criminals before they commit crimes, an analogy that Szczerba says is laughable. He adds that it is “highly improbable” that innocent people were caught up in the sweeps. But police statistics show that nearly 20％ of the more than 600 people detained thus far were not charged with any offense.

According to the 1968 Supreme Court decision Terry v. Ohio, police can conduct “stop-and-frisks” if they have a reasonable, particularized suspicion that criminal activity is afoot and a suspect is dangerous. But they cannot use these stops to go fishing for criminals in high-crime areas. Cops often fudge that distinction. “Police stop generally young males in high-drug-traffic areas based on very little suspicion all the time，” says Bill Stuntz, a Harvard Law School professor. “The reality on the streets is some distance from what the law says.” In Wilmington, the police insist that they abide by the law by engaging in surveillance before they send out the jump-out squads. But what especially bothers the Wilmington operation's critics, who range from civil libertarians to local politicians, is the pictures taken by the police. The A.C.L.U. is considering suing the police department if it continues the candid shots. Says one of the group's directors, Barry Steinhardt: “The premise of the Fourth Amendment is that you don't question people, detain them—and you certainly don't take photos and enter them into a database—unless you have reasonable cause.”

Most experts believe that as long as the initial stop is legal, the police can take whatever photos they want. The Supreme Court has held that people can have no expectation of privacy when they are in public. That's why the government was able to scan the faces of fans at last year's Super Bowl and why it can videotape drivers to make sure they don't run a red light. “Police can take photos of people in public places，” says Stanford law professor Robert Weisberg. “It can be ugly, immoral, authoritarian, but it's not unconstitutional.”

Many Wilmington residents appreciate the efforts of their police. Ann McGrellis, 33, a sales assistant in downtown Wilmington, says, “The bottom line is, if you're not doing anything wrong, you don't have to worry about the jump-out squads.” Mills, who believes he was targeted because of his race and address, might beg to disagree. (0303)

【内容概要】

本篇涉及美国社会的种族歧视和对普通公民的人权侵犯问题。非裔美国人Martin Mills是个本分守法的年轻人，从未有过犯罪前科，却在美国特拉华州Wilmington市街头突遭警察拦截搜身，且未经本人同意被强行拍下脸部照片（mug shot）并被存入警察局的database，声称要是他以后犯了事（anything you might do in the future）即可以此追踪。文章介绍，当地警察为了消除街头吸毒等犯罪现象，成立了“jump-out squads”，对他们认为的可疑犯罪对象采取相应措施。但作者援引有关数据提出，被拘留的600多人中，有近20％是被冤枉的。文章介绍了专家和普通百姓对这类事件的不同意见。

【词语解析】

deli＝delicatessen n
 . 熟食店

Fourth Amendment n
 . 美国联邦宪法第四修正案

frisk v
 . 搜身

fudge v
 . 捏造，回避

jump-out squad n
 . 突击搜查队

libertarian n
 . （思想或行动等的）自由论者

malfeasance n
 . 渎职，不法行为，恶行

Minority Report 电影《少数派报告》，由斯皮尔伯格导演，2002年首映

mug shot n
 . （供警局存档的嫌疑犯或罪犯等的）脸部照片

shove v
 . 乱塞，放置，猛推

stop-and-frisks 不许动-搜身检查

Super Bowl n
 . （美国全国橄榄球联合会）超级杯赛

Terry v. Ohio 泰瑞诉俄亥俄州案，由联邦最高法院于1968年作出的一项判决，牵涉到对第四修正案的解释与实行

unconstitutional a
 . 违反宪法的，不符合宪法的

71．According to the passage, Minority Report________.

（A）is written by Wilmington police about its action plan

（B）tells the use of high-tech in detecting criminals in story form

（C）is mainly about the 1968 case Terry v. Ohio

（D）illustrates the targets and processes of the Operation Bold Eagle

72．The police statistics that “nearly 20％ of the more than 600 people detained thus far were not charged with any offense” (para. 3) shows that________.

（A）few innocent people were caught in the “sweeps” operation

（B）police chief Szczerba is correct in his analysis of their action

（C）20％ of the people detained were waiting for their sentence

（D）the police action to crack down crimes cannot be fully justified

73．In the sentence “Cops often fudge that distinction.” (para.4), the word “fudge” can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）take no notice of

（B）give free interpretation of

（C）do not understand

（D）feel puzzled about

74．Which of the following cannot be inferred from the passage?

（A）Professor Bill Stuntz and Professor Robert Weisberg differ in their views.

（B）Wilmington police is not apologizing for taking pictures of innocent people.

（C）The author reaches his own conclusion over the issue.

（D）The Supreme Court has expressed its support to Wilmington police.

75．Which of the following expresses the main idea of the passage?

（A）The case of Martin Mills is an exception in Wilmington police action.

（B）Most Wilmington residents welcome the recent police action.

（C）Taking pictures of innocent people on the street is a controversial issue.

（D）Taking photos of people in public by police is legal and constitutional.

【解析】

71．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，内容见第三段。作者为描述对potential criminal采取拍摄mug shots的做法，介绍了futuristic thriller的Minority Report
 并作类比。选项A、C、D均与文章所述不一，与关于该影片的说明没有明确关系，应予排除。

72．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。具体见第三段。Wilmington警察部门负责人Szczerba一面对其拍摄mug shots的做法辩解，一边对影片中警察采取高科技手段在疑犯犯罪之前即予以识别的做法感到可笑。作者引用此数据说明警察看错人、抓错人的现象确实存在，而且有相当比率，选项D为符合逻辑的推论。选项A为警察部门为mug shots行为辩解的说法，选项B肯定Szczerba的判断分析，但与此句隐含的意思相反，选项C显然错。

73．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。内容主要见第四段，前后句上下文为该句及fudge的意思作了铺垫。前句指出根据美国最高法院裁决，对街头犯罪嫌疑人搜查须有充分的理由，后句则引用哈佛教授的话说明警察的作为往往与法律有距离，遭多方人士质疑，甚至考虑起诉。选项A的说明直截了当，选项B、C、D或解释不当，或不准确，应予排除。

74．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。须采用排除法。选项A内容在第四、五段有提及，选项B在第一、二、四段均有提及，选项D意思在第五段有明确表述，都应予排除。选项C的总结较为片面，文章显然介绍了各方的意见观点等。

75．答案是C。本题考查对文章主要观点的理解。与上题相反，是一正三反的“排除”题。选项A是一典型例子，但并非an exception，选项B的表述与末段的说法有别，选项D从文中看来是某些人的看法，不能说是一个普遍认同的说法。选项C较为客观地对主题作了介绍，为答案。

Passage 16


Questions 76～80


One of France's best known war photographers is braced for a new battle over his work in the Paris Metro. Luc Delahaye, who won awards for Ms. photographs in Rwanda and who was once beaten up by Serbians in Croatia, has published a book of “stolen” portraits of Metro travellers that directly challenges French privacy laws.

The book, called L'Autre
 (The Other), has been hailed by critics as an evocative study that cleverly captures the thrill of examining strangers' faces on an underground train. Yet Delahaye was forced to turn to a British publisher, Phaidon. No French publisher would touch his 90 black and white pictures. Under French laws drawn up to deter paparazzi from stalking celebrities, all citizens are entitled to the right to control their own image. In theory, Delahaye should have approached his subjects to ask permission to photograph them.

But the purpose of his two-year project, during which he photographed 1,400 people with a hidden camera in his lap, was to capture them when they were unaware. Delahaye acknowledged last week that the publication of the book in France this month has made him vulnerable to up to 90 lawsuits should disgruntled travellers sue. But he said he was attempting to capture the awkward silence and wandering thoughts common to travellers crushed together on underground trains. “I found it unthinkable to turn up and say, ‘Bonjour, please stand like this or like that，’” he said. “And you can't look people in the face because they feel you looking at them.”

In a review of the British edition of the book, published earlier this year, a critic from The Times
 noted: “These anonymous portraits speak more about the lives, feeling and concerns of the sitters than any number of words could.” In France, however, artistic merit is no defence if an individual considers that a photographer has invaded his privacy. The book's publication seems likely to fuel a vigorous debate over government plans to amend privacy laws, further restricting the kinds of photographs that newspapers can publish.

Elisabeth Guigou, the justice minister, is proposing to extend to victims of crimes and natural disasters the privacy rights currently exploited mainly by celebrities. Draft laws are designed to safeguard the dignity of victims who may be photographed grieving, covered in blood or in a state of undress. The proposals have outraged the media. They were inspired by the paparazzi who swarmed around the dying body of Diana, Princess of Wales after her car crash in Paris.

But Alain Genestar, of Paris Match
 , claims the proposed laws would have banned from France such images as the naked Vietnamese girl fleeing a napalm attack; the assassination of President John F. Kennedy; and pictures of victims of natural disasters. Genestar and other editors complain that the government's obsession with privacy will infringe freedom of expression. “Even if they are doing this with good intentions, this policy has a name: censorship.” Genestar said. (0003)

【内容概要】

本文介绍法国战地摄影师Luc Delahaye因出版偷拍的摄影作品而陷入官司缠身的窘境，并由此谈及隐私保护与言论自由之争。其名为The Other
 的作品主角是巴黎地铁乘客，他在乘客不知情的情况下，抓拍了他们在列车上的状态，并汇集成书。评论家对该书称赞有加，认为书中照片真切反映了乘客们的生活、情感和忧虑心境，其含义远胜过千言万语的描绘。但在《隐私法》保护下的法国，如有人指控自己的隐私遭受侵犯，那么艺术价值也不能成为摄影师开脱罪名的理由。对该书的出版法国司法部门反应强烈，司法部长甚至提出要扩大《隐私法》的适用范围。但此举却激起了法国媒体的强烈不满。Paris Match
 周刊的Alain Genestar及其他媒体人士认为，政府过分注重隐私保护，将会侵犯言论自由。

【词语解析】

assassination n
 . 暗杀，行刺

braced v
 . 使做好准备，使经受锻炼

beat up v
 . 痛打，毒打

censorship n
 . 书籍等的审查（制度）

Croatia n
 . 克罗地亚

disgruntled a
 . 不高兴的，不满的

evocative a
 . 唤起…的，引起…的

hail… as… 将…誉为…

napalm n
 . 凝固汽油弹

paparazzi n
 . (pl
 .) ［意］狗仔队


Paris Match
 《巴黎竞赛报》，法国一周刊

Serbian n
 . 塞尔维亚人

stalk v
 . 偷偷靠近

76．Luc Delahaye's book L'Autre
 is published in Britain because________.

（A）his pictures are all black and white

（B）French publishers do not accept it

（C）the British publisher has promised more returns

（D）he violated French privacy laws

77．Which of the following is TRUE about Delahaye's L'Autre
 ?

（A）The publication of the British edition and French edition came out simultaneously.

（B）The French edition of the book is not allowed to sell.

（C）The publication of the book has aroused controversy.

（D）The subjects of his pictures in the book are going to sue him.

78．Which of the following is implied, but not directly stated, in the passage?

（A）French laws are more strict than British laws concerning privacy rights.

（B）Delahaye took pictures of Metro travellers without asking for their permission.

（C）The publication of L'Autre
 has received positive reviews from critics.

（D）Luc Delahaye thinks it ridiculous to ask people to pose for pictures.

79．Alain Genestar of Paris Match cites the pictures of the naked Vietnamese girl fleeing a napalm attack, the assassination of President Kennedy and the victims of natural disasters mainly to demonstrate that________.

（A）he is critical of the publication of Delahaye's L'Autre


（B）all these pictures are of historical significance

（C）France is not considered to be a democratic country

（D）freedom of expression is more important than the concern with privacy

80．The word “paparazzi” used in the passage is closest in meaning to which of the following?

（A）brave war photographers such as Delahaye

（B）reporters who are doggedly after famous people

（C）victims of crimes and natural disasters

（D）publishers who only print pictures of celebrities

【解析】

76．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文章第二段介绍，The Other
 曾获评论家好评，但Delahaye却不得不去争取英国出版商的帮助，原因是No French publisher would touch his 90 black and white pictures.选项B符合此意，为正确答案。选项D易被误选。该项说的是法国出版商拒出此书的原因，即担心此书触犯《隐私法》，招惹事端；但该项说法本身并不妥当，因文中只说Delahaye官司缠身，并未交代他已被判违法。选项A、C在文中没有依据，可直接排除。

77．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。根据第四段第一句In a review of the British edition of the book, published earlier this year，可排除A项。根据文中The proposal have outraged the media及the government's obsession with privacy will infringe freedom of expression等处可知，该书出版确实在法国司法部门和媒体之间引发了不小的争论，选项C正确。选项B文中未提及，可排除。D说的是Delahaye的处境，并非关于L'Autre
 本身，应排除。

78．答案为A。本题考查对文章隐含意思的推测。法国法律规定，公民有权保护自己的肖像，因此法国出版商拒绝出版Delahaye这本“stolen”portraits。Delahaye不得不求助英国出版商，该书最终在英国出版；由此可推断，英国涉及隐私方面的法律不如法国的严厉，故A项正确。文中to capture them when they were unaware,hailed by critics as an evocative study和I found it unthinkable to turn up and say, “Bonjour, please stand like this or like that”等内容分别对应选项B、C和D；因这三项并非隐含的意思。

79．答案为D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。要理解此句的用意，还要从其语境入手。在这些例子之前（倒数第二段）作者提到，法司法部长试图将目前为社会名流所享有的隐私权扩展到犯罪或自然灾害受害者身上。这一做法惹恼了法国媒体，而Alain Genestar正是媒体的一个代表。在所引例子的下文，作者给出以Alain为代表的媒体人士反对的理由，即the government's obsession with privacy will infringe freedom of expression。可见，这才是Alain引例的用意。

80．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。paparazzi指跟踪名人采访、拍照的记者或摄影师。该词出现在第二段倒数第二句中——Under French laws drawn up to deter paparazzi from stalking celebrities…即制定的法律是用来防止paparazzi偷偷接近社会名流的。结合“隐私保护”这一贯穿全文的线索，不难联想到paparazzi接近社会名流的目的是窥探其隐私。浏览各选项，其中唯选项B中的人物可能做这种事，doggedly after famous people也有助于推测出答案。

Passage 17


Questions 81～85


Hundreds of thousands of American mothers descended on Washington and about 60 other US cities yesterday to voice their support for stricter gun laws, making one of the country's biggest demonstrations for many years.

The Million Mom March was focused on the capital, where a huge crowd of women, along with large numbers of men and children, gathered to mark Mothers' Day on the Mall, the green strip which leads to the Capitol building housing Congress. At the other end, below the Washington Monument, about 2,000 people calling themselves the Armed Informed Mothers staged a counter-protest against gun control.

President Clinton threw his weight behind the Million Mom March, holding a morning reception on the lawn of the White House for the rally's leaders and the mothers of children killed by guns. “One of the things your mother teaches you when you grow up is that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure，” he told the crowd. But he pointed out that a string of gun-control measures had been stalled in congress for more than a year by the opposition of the gun lobby.

Violent crime has been falling in the US for eight years, but the impact of firearms remains far higher than in other modern industrialised countries. Every year 32,000 Americans—including 12 children and teenagers each day—die from gunfire through murders, accidents and suicides. Among the speakers at the gun-control rally in Washington were three women whose daughters died in the Dunblane massacre. Those murders triggered the Snowdrop Campaign, which eventually led to a ban on handguns in Britain.

Before the rally one of the Dunblane mothers, Allison Crozier, said she believed that the Million Mom campaign could ultimately outweigh the entrenched power of the gun lobby. “There are more mums who want something done. We did it in Scotland, they can do it here if they just stand up and do something about it，” she told the BBC.

The counter-rally may have been tiny by comparison, but the pro-gun demonstrators represent a powerful constituency. According to a survey published yesterday, 45％ of US households own a gun, and one in four Americans has been threatened with a gun. The gun-control lobbyists want child-proof trigger locks to be made compulsory, and a 72-hour “cooling-off periods” for would-be buyers at weekend gun shows. Their opponents say those restrictions are only the first step towards a total ban.

One of the Armed Informed Mothers coordinators, Debra Collins, said her life was saved 16 years ago when she used a gun to defend herself against her violent ex-husband. “Thank God, my firearm was unencumbered by a trigger lock，” she said. Organisers of the Million Mom March hoped that the turnout nationally would top a million. The final figure was unclear yesterday afternoon, but May Leigh Blek, one of the movement's founders, said enough people had shown up to put gun control on the legislative agenda in congress. She said: “I hope when legislators see so many mothers, it will give them the courage to do the right thing.” (0009)

【内容概要】

本文介绍美国要求加强枪支管制的“百万母亲大游行”事件，游行示威在华盛顿及其他60多个城市同时展开。与此同时，在华盛顿纪念碑周围则聚集了2000多人，针对枪支管制进行抗议。克林顿总统全力支持“母亲大游行”一方，但他指出，枪支管制措施之所以未能实行是由于受到枪支游说团的反对而在国会辩论中搁浅。在美国，每年有32000人遭枪击身亡。参加游行的母亲们坚信只要坚持立场不动摇，她们定能战胜对方的阻挠。与之相比，抗议枪支管制的集会者显得有些势单力薄，但其代表的却是一个庞大的群体。游行双方均态度坚决，希望借游行示威表达各自的心声，并受到立法者的支持。

【词语解析】

descend on v
 . 突然出现；突然到来

lobby n
 . 院外活动团体

lobbyist n
 . 游说通过法案者，院外活动家

stall v
 . 拖延

throw one's weight behind v
 . 全力支持

81．In the sentence “President Clinton threw his weight behind the Million Mom March” (Para. 3), the expression “threw his weight behind…” can be replaced by________.

（A）paid attention to

（B）took part in

（C）laid emphasis on

（D）gave support to

82．It can be learned from the passage that the Armed Informed Mothers________.

（A）are part of the Million Mom March

（B）are demonstrating against gun control

（C）are another great national movement

（D）are supported by women soldiers

83．According to the passage, the Million Mom March________.

（A）was a nationwide demonstration held in many cities in America

（B）was held only in the capital Washington

（C）was only joined by young and middle-aged mothers

（D）was first started in Britain and spread to America

84．The argument over child-proof trigger locks introduced in the passage________.

（A）is overlooked by the Armed Informed Mothers

（B）becomes the focus of the Million Mom March

（C）shows the major concern of gun-control supporters

（D）serves as the first step towards a total ban

85．According to the passage, all of the following are true EXCEPT that________.

（A）the Million Mom March is one of the few biggest demonstrations over the past decades

（B）the opposition of the gun lobby is quite strong in the congress

（C）the pro-gun demonstration represents a large proportion of the American population

（D）the increase of violent crime in the US is related to firearms

【解析】

81．答案为D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。throw one's weight behind意为“全力支持（某人/某项活动）”，可由第三段中该短语下文推测。总统对游行者代表的接待及其讲话均表明，总统是站在游行母亲一方，选项D表示“支持”，可替换。

82．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。通读全文可知，Armed Informed Mothers与“百万母亲大游行”的目的截然不同，是要反对进行枪支管制，第二段staged a counter-protest against gun control即明示这些人的立场，故选项B正确，并排除选项A。第六段首句中的tiny by comparison说明这一团体规模较小，文中也并未提及该团体的活动是在全国范围内展开的，排除选项C。选项D文中并未提及，可排除。

83．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。根据第一段descended on Washington and about 60 other US cities可知，此次Million Mom March在美国多座城市同时展开，为全国性示威游行，故选项A正确，同时排除选项B。第二段首句指出参加游行的除女性外，还有large numbers of men and children，故选项C错。文中未提及该游行兴起于英国，排除选项D。

84．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容主要见第六段。游说通过枪支管制立法者希望对child-proof trigger locks采取强制政策，而反对者则认为这只是迈向全面禁止的第一步。从游行母亲的身份角度出发，不难理解保护儿童是首要目的，从其反对者的角度出发也不难看出这是母亲们的基本要求，故选项C比B要恰当。选项A文中并未提及，选项D只是反对者单方面的看法。

85．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。由第一段one of the country's biggest demonstrations for many years可排除选项A。由第三段末句可知，正是由于受到gun lobby的反对，国会才未能通过枪支管制措施，至今已拖延一年多，可见gun lobby对国会的决策影响甚大，排除选项B。根据第六段the pro-gun demonstrators represent a powerful constituency，及45％ of US households own a gun，排除选项C。第四段指出，美国的暴力犯罪八年以来一直在减少，选项D符合题意。

Passage 18


Questions 86～90


AT least 100 women have been mistakenly implanted with another couple's embryo or suffered the loss of embryos because of incompetence by infertility clinics. An internal audit of the clinics has revealed often chaotic procedures which mean women's hopes of motherhood are dashed by the errors of clinic staff. Cases uncovered by The Sunday Times
 include:

·Deborah Gray, 40, from Strangford Lough, Co Down, who was told that she had been implanted with the wrong embryo by mistake. She had an abortion.

·Diana Finlay, 39, from Leicester, whose last remaining frozen embryo was thrown away after the container holding it lost its label.

·Deborah Mia, 37, from Dagenham in Essex, whose five remaining frozen embryos were thrown away last year even though she had begun treatment for them to be implanted.

·A woman who wasted eight years of her fertile life undergoing treatment at various London hospitals, before doctors realised she had a contraceptive coil in her womb.

The cases have come to light following an audit by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), which polices the 118 IVF clinics in Britain. The report, based on a sample of 1,400 IVF treatments and 700 sperm donor inseminations, records disruptions to power supplies at “various” centres, leading to loss of undisclosed numbers of fresh embryos in incubators. It also describes mistakes in data collection, including errors in the names of patients and their families, the inaccurate recording of skin colour or ethnic group of sperm donors, and the reporting of nonexistent pregnancies.

Bert Stewart, a senior embryologist and former HFEA inspector who now works in Auckland, New Zealand, estimated that one in 1,000 test-tube babies may have been implanted in the wrong woman, meaning at least 25 to 30 IVF children in Britain are being brought up by someone other than their genetic mother. “If you have a slack checking system, it might take a long time before you realise you have made a mistake. Good clinics have systems where you can spot a mistake straight away，” he said.

Another HFEA inspector estimated that at least 100 women had been affected by IVF errors. Gray sued the Royal Victoria hospital in Belfast for personal injury and damage after she discovered that she had been mistakenly implanted with an embryo from another woman. After the abortion she received an out-of-court settlement from the hospital. This weekend the Royal Victoria said procedures had been tightened up and there have been no similar mistakes.

Finlay decided to abandon any further attempts to have a child after Leicester Bupa hospital threw away her last embryo following three failed attempts at IVF treatment. The embryo was allegedly part of a batch for which the labels were lost. Doctors decided to destroy the batch to avoid couples getting the wrong ones. “Losing it is like a bereavement，” said Finlay, who received ￡2,000.

Bupa said Finlay's case was a rare and unfortunate accident: “There was only one other woman's embryos involved in the loss and she accepted that the incident was an accident.” The cases have come to light following investigations into the scandal of the Hampshire Clinic in Basingstoke, Berkshire, where up to 40 women discovered that embryos believed to be in storage did not exist. Paul Fielding, the embryologist involved, has been released on police bail during an inquiry into what went wrong.

The HFEA denied that there were widespread problems in infertility clinics and said any errors were a tiny fraction of the total number of IVF treatments. (0103)

【内容概要】

英国人类受孕与胚胎学管理局（HFEA）展开的一项内部审计揭示出令人震惊的问题——有至少100名妇女被误植入他人的胚胎，或由于诊所的失职而失去自己的胚胎。监管英国试管婴儿诊所的HFEA审计报告记载了各诊所的断电事故，这曾导致孵化器内未知数量的新胚胎死亡；报告中还提到信息采集方面的错误，包括写错胚胎父母及家人姓名，对捐精者肤色或种族记录不准确等。据胚胎学家、HFEA前监察员Bert Stewart预测，每1000个试管婴儿中就可能有一个是在“错误的母亲”体内生长发育的。他指出：“如监察体系不够严格，或许要经过很长时间才能发现这类错误。”另一位监察员估计，至少有100名英国妇女曾受试管受精失误的影响。

【词语解析】

contraceptive coil n
 . 宫内节育环

embryo n
 . 胚胎

incubator n
 . 孵化器；恒温育婴箱

infertility n
 . 不孕

insemination n
 . 受精

police v
 . 管理，监督

86．The errors of IVF clinics include all of the following EXCEPT________.

（A）the implanting with the embryo from another woman

（B）cruel treatment causing death of new-born babies

（C）the throwing away of the frozen embryos

（D）careless treatment leading to the loss of women's fertile life

87．The word “polices” in the clause “which polices the 118 IVF clinics in Britain” (para. 6) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）patrols

（B）assists

（C）controls

（D）investigates

88．According to the passage, in Britain there are probably________ women/families who have received IVF treatments.

（A）between 25 and 30

（B）1,400

（C）fewer than 2,500

（D）about 30,000

89．When Diana Finlay says “Losing it is like a bereavement，” (para. 9) she means that________.

（A）the destruction of the batch is equivalent to murdering

（B）the loss of the labels of the batch is a big error

（C）the killing of the test-tube baby is against the law

（D）the throwing away of her last embryo equals the death of a family member

90．Which of the following can NOT be true according to the passage?

（A）Errors with IVF treatments are under investigation in New Zealand.

（B）Mistakes in data collection can cause vital consequences.

（C）Errors of IVF clinics have led to a number of lawsuits.

（D）Some women will never become mothers due to the errors of clinic staff.

【解析】

86．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。内容主要集中在第一段之后的四个案例中：第一个案例属于胚胎植入错误的情况；第二、三两个案例属于胚胎被丢弃的情况；最后一个案例属于错过生育期的情况。四个案例分别对应选项A、C、D，故本题应选B。

87．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。police是定语从句的谓语，其先行词即逻辑主语为HFEA。由本句及上文可知，HFEA在对英国的诊所进行内部审计后，披露了上文列举的种种事故，据此可推断HFEA是一家对诊所进行监管的机构，其监管范围是英国的118家IVF clinics。选项C中的control与文中的police意思接近，为答案。patrol意为“巡逻，巡查”；assist“帮助，协助”；investigate“调查”，均有距离。

88．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。内容见第七段首句。Bert Stewart预测每1000个试管婴儿中就可能有一个被植入错误的女性体内；句中的分词短语——meaning at least 25 to 30 IVF children in Britain are being brought up by someone other than their genetic mother——对此作进一步说明，据此可推算出选项D正确。

89．答案为D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。由第九段内容可知，Finlay已决定放弃生子的打算，因为Leicester Bupa hospital丢弃了她的最后一个胚胎。这个胚胎是她延续血脉、享受天伦的全部希望，失去胚胎带给她的打击想必和失去一位至亲一样沉痛，故选项D正确。bereavement意为“失去亲人，丧亲”。

90．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。通读全文可知，本文介绍的是对英国IVF treatment的调查和监管情况，故选项A错误。由常识可知，对试管婴儿的信息采集一旦出错，必然造成严重后果，故选项B正确。选项C、D的说法可在文中第八、九两段中找到依据。

Passage 19


Questions 91～95


The actual date on which Robert Thompson and Jon Venables will be released is now firmly in the hands of the parole board in the wake of Lord Woolf's controversial ruling. A special three-person panel, which must include a judge and psychiatrist, will have the difficult task of satisfying themselves that the two 18-year-olds no longer pose a danger to the public and that each has shown appropriate remorse for their killing of James Bulger.

The parole board yesterday began its preparations, including drawing up a dossier on each of the teenagers, for oral hearings to be held in each of the local authority secure units in the north of England where they are being held. Probation officers will talk to James Bulger's parents and ensure their views are included in each dossier. Each boy will be present at the “informal inquisitorial hearings” which will decide their future. At the same time, an application will be made by their lawyers next month in the high court before Dame Elizabeth Butler Sloss seeking new injunctions banning the media from disclosing details about them, even though they are now adults.

If Dame Elizabeth decides to grant them this anonymity it will be the first time that child criminals have been given such protection since the case of Mary Bell in 1968. The right to a private life enshrined in the newly incorporated European convention on human rights is bound to figure strongly in next month's case. Mary Bell was jailed at the age of 11 for the murder of two young children and served 12 years before her release. She managed to remain out of the public eye until two years ago when a book was published about her life and the Sun newspaper found her. She was subsequently given police protection.

“A key element will be to ensure their safety and protection，” said Paul Cavadino of the National Association for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders. “Recent experience tells us that if they were to be named and shamed by the media, it would put them, and anyone else who resembles them, at grave risk of vigilante attacks.” As Lord Woolf observed, when he ruled yesterday that their further detention would not serve any constructive purpose, their release will not end their punishment. In fact their release on licence is likely to mean that they will spend years under the supervision of the criminal justice system.

But it will be the question of preserving their anonymity which will prove the most difficult. A new injunction protecting their privacy is likely to mean new names, new birth certificates, new national health service numbers and a new family history which reflects their own lives sufficiently to be convincing. This new identity will apply not only to them but could also apply to members of their immediate family as well.

It is highly unlikely that a positive parole board decision would lead to Thompson and Venables returning to Liverpool. Instead, they will be sent to start new lives in a different part of England. A unique release and supervision plan will now be prepared to ensure that they can resettle into the outside world. The only people who will know their true identity will be a very tight circle of those directly involved in their continuing therapy and other programmes to ensure they do not offend again.

Those who they go to work with or study with will not know who they are. However, there will be a police surveillance operation for both of them with a panic button in their homes in case a sudden problem arises. As to their future lives, Thompson is believed to have gained 5 GCSEs and has been studying for A-levels and shown an aptitude for computer studies, art and design, and has considered taking an Open University degree course. Less is known about Venables's educational achievements.

According to Lord Woolf, both have maintained contact with their families, Jon Venables benefiting from the continued interest of his parents and Robert Thompson from the attentions of his mother. Lord Woolf also pointed out that, apart from their own welfare, there was also a public interest in ensuring that what had been achieved in their upbringing is not wasted. Society, he said, had invested considerable energy and skilled care in their upbringing. A great deal of money must have been expended upon them. This commitment should be built upon. But for both of them life outside will mean years of supervision after a very difficult period of reintegration: “It will be like being on a witness protection programme for the rest of their lives，” said one criminal justice system source last night. (0103)

【内容概要】

18岁的Robert Thompson和Jon Venables犯杀人罪，而法官却判决将其提前释放。这一判决引发了争议，但法官认为，继续监禁两个年轻人不会起到任何建设性作用，将其释放并不意味着终止对他们的惩罚。本案之所以受关注，还因为双方律师将申请禁止媒体披露相关信息。一旦申请获准，此案将成为继1968年Mary Bell案之后首个少年罪犯受到此类保护的案例。文中指出，两人的获释意味着他们在今后几年内将生活在刑事司法系统监督下，关键是要确保其人身安全，而最大的难题则是保持匿名——即如何帮助他们以新的身份在新的地方开始新的生活。文章末尾再次引用了法官的观点：使其回归社会可避免对其教育投入的浪费，这不仅有益于他们自身的幸福，也符合公众利益。

【词语解析】

anonymity n
 . 匿名

dossier n
 . 卷宗，档案，材料

enshrine v
 . 受…保护

injunction n
 .（尤指法院发出的）命令，禁令

parole board n
 . 假释裁决委员会

reintegration n
 . 再次融入

remorse n
 . 悔恨，自责

surveillance n
 . 监视，监督

vigilante n. （自发组织的）治安团体的成员

91．According to the passage, Robert Thompson and Jon Venables________.

（A）are the pseudonyms of two young criminals

（B）will be given a life sentence for killing James Bulger

（C）have had no contact with their families since their imprisonment

（D）will face much difficulty after their release

92．Mary Bell is mentioned in the passage because________.

（A）she was the youngest criminal in England

（B）she remained out of the public eye after her release

（C）her case relates to the issue of protecting child criminals

（D）her case reveals the basic nature of all child crimes

93．To preserve the anonymity of the two 18-year-olds means all of the following have to be changed EXCEPT________.

（A）their original names

（B）their health service numbers

（C）their educational background

（D）their family histories

94．Which of the following can be concluded according to the passage?

（A）Thompson and Venables will return to their home town Liverpool after release.

（B）Thompson and Venables will use some other names for the rest of their life.

（C）Thompson and Venables will complete their university degree course and find professional jobs.

（D）Thompson and Venables will live with their families under police protection.

95．Which of the following expresses the main idea of the passage?

（A）New identities will probably protect the privacy of the two young criminal after their release.

（B）The parole board will decide the actual date of the release of the two 18-year-olds.

（C）The anonymity of the two young criminals after release will lead to the revision of related laws.

（D）Robert Thompson and Jon Venabies will still be legally punished even after their release.

【解析】

91．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。由文章第一段可知，Robert Thompson和Jon Venables犯了杀人罪，但法官却作出了将其提前释放的判决，因此可排除选项A和B,pseudonym意为“假名”。最后一段首句中有both have maintained contact with their families，故选项C错误。根据排除法以及对全文的理解可知选项D正确。

92．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。第三段第一句即道出了Mary Bell案件与本文所述案件的关联：If Dame Elizabeth…it will be the first time that child criminals have been given such protection since the case of Mary Bell in 1968. 可见，Mary Bell案是少年罪犯保护的先例，而本案则有可能成为继Mary Bell案之后的又一起少年罪犯受到此类保护的案件，显然，两案在对犯罪儿童的保护方面具有共性，故应选C。

93．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。答题依据见第五段。该段提及多项保护Thompson和Venables隐私的具体措施，其中包括使用new names,new birth certificates,new national health service numbers以及a new family history。运用排除法可知选项C正确；另外由第七段中对他们未来生活的展望可推断，他们在获释后可在原有的文化基础上接受教育。

94．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。由第五、六两段可知，Thompson和Venables被释放后将采用新的身份度过今后的生活，且they will be sent to start new lives in a different part of England，据此可排除选项A，并确定选项B正确。第七段介绍Thompson有意继续完成学业，但对Venables的学业前景却不甚明了，可排除选项C。第八段提到两人均和家人保持联系，但并未说明他们将与家人同住，可排除选项D。

95．答案为A。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。选项B只是转述了有关案件判决的一条信息，不是文章的主要意思，应排除；选项C文中并未提及，可排除；选项D符合第四段Lord Woolf的评论，即their release will not end their punishment，但文中并未就此着重论述，也应排除。本文介绍此案主要因为该案是保护少年犯隐私的又一重要案例，本案涉及的保护措施对少年犯的隐私保护具重要意义，故选项A体现了本文的主要思想。

Passage 20


Questions 96～100


Are Americans a nation of frivolous divorcers who selfishly pursue the bluebird of happiness, oblivious to their children's needs? Divorce opponents like Judith Wallerstein seem to think most parents see divorce as a marvelous opportunity for the whole family. How immature do they think people are? All over America, unhappy spouses lie awake at night wondering if they and their kids can afford divorce financially, socially, emotionally. Where will they live, how will they pay the bills, will the kids fall apart, will there be a custody battle, what will their families say? The very fact that so many people leave their marriage for a future with so many pitfalls proves that divorce is anything but a whim. Most people I know who split up (not to mention my ex and me) spent years working up to it.

In her new book, Wallerstein argues that children don't care if their parents are happy—they just want the stability of a two parent household, without which they would later flail through adulthood and have a hard time forming good relationships. This conclusion, like her other gloomy generalizations (“Parenting erodes almost inevitably at the breakup and does not get restored for years, if ever”), is based on a small, nonrepresentative sample of families who were going through divorce in 1971 in affluent Marin County, Calif. Wallerstein looks for evidence that divorce harms kids, and of course she finds it—now well into their mid-30s, her interviewees still blame their parents' breakup for every rock on the path to fulfillment—but the very process of participating in a famous on-going study about the effects of divorce encourages them to see their lives through that lens. What if she had spent as much time studying children whose parents had terrible marriages but stayed together for the kids? How many 35-year-old “children” would be blaming their problems on the nights they hid in their rooms while Mom and Dad screamed at each other in the kitchen? Wallerstein points out that many children of divorce feel overly responsible for their parents' happiness. But what about the burden of knowing that one or both of your parents endured years of misery—for you?

As a matter of fact, we know the answer to that question. The baby boomers, who helped divorce become mainstream, were the products of exactly the kind of marriages the anti-divorcers approve of—the child-centered unions of the 1950s, when parents, especially Mom, sacrificed themselves on the altar of family values and suburban respectability. To today's anti-divorcers those may seem like “good enough” marriages—husband and wife rubbing along for the sake of the children. The kids who lived with the silence and contempt said no thank you.

America doesn't need more “good enough” marriages full of depressed and bitter people. Nor does it need more pundits blaming women for destroying “the family” with what are, after all, reasonable demands for equality and self-development. We need to acknowledge that there are lots of different ways to raise competent and well-adjusted children, which—as, according to virtually every family researcher who has worked with larger and more representative samples than Wallerstein's tiny handful—the vast majority of kids of divorce turn out to be. We've learned a lot about how to divorce since 1971. When Mom has enough money and Dad stays connected, when parents stay civil and don't bad-mouth each other, kids do all right. The “good enough” divorce—why isn't that ever the cover story? (0103)

【内容概要】

本文围绕美国人对离婚的态度、离婚对子女的伤害及勉强维系婚姻对当事人的影响等展开，驳斥了以Wallerstein为代表的反离婚者的观点。包括作者在内的许多人在作出离婚抉择前，都经过长时间思想斗争和精神准备，离婚绝非心血来潮之举。对Wallerstein在其新书中得出的消极结论，作者认为其样本过小，不具代表性，不足为信；离婚不利于儿童成长的证据也可能是在受访者受到研究本身的诱导下得出的，因而客观性不足。作者认为，那种以子女为中心、看似美满但却以牺牲父母幸福为代价的婚姻不要也罢；美国不需要更多的“权威人士”给追求平等和自身发展的女性扣上“破坏家庭”的帽子。作者提醒人们：培养优秀的孩子有多种途径，许多父母离异的孩子都很优秀，关键是离异父母应懂得如何恰当地自处及与对方相处。

【词语解析】

altar n
 . 圣坛，祭坛

civil a
 . 彬彬有礼的，客气的

custody n
 . 监护权

frivolous a
 . 轻率的，不严肃的

pundit n
 . 权威人士，专家

rub along v
 . 勉强相处

suburban a
 . 传统的，乡土气的

whim n
 . 心血来潮，一时的兴致

96．The article can be classified as one of________.

（A）objective commentary

（B）detailed narration

（C）chronological description

（D）heated argumentation

97．It can be concluded from the passage that “good enough” marriages________.

（A）are the tradition mainly cherished by anti-divorcers

（B）are the only accepted practice in most American families

（C）display women's demands for equality and self-development

（D）reflect the mainstream of baby boomers in America

98．According to the author of the passage, Judith Wallerstein________.

（A）arrives at her generalizations without investigation

（B）carries out her investigation with prejudice

（C）interviews a large number of children of divorce

（D）only studies the effects of divorce on baby boomers

99．The sentence “We've learned a lot about how to divorce since 1971.” (Para. 4) implies all of the following EXCEPT that________.

（A）Americans have changed attitudes towards divorce

（B）divorce has been more socially accepted since 1971

（C）the procedures of divorce have become more complicated

（D）both parents and children have learnt how to cope with divorce

100．The author of the passage holds that________.

（A）the child-centered unions should be continued

（B）children could never suffer more in “good enough” marriages

（C）children do not care if their parents are happy or not

（D）children of divorce can also be competent and well-adjusted

【解析】

96．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。本文主要就美国社会的离婚问题展开论述。作者在文中就关于离婚的几个问题进行了阐发，其观点与以Judith Wallerstein为代表的反离婚人士针锋相对，个人观点鲜明，故选项D正确。本文不仅对Wallerstein的观点进行了评论，还表明了作者的立场，选项A不对。B、C两项显然缺乏依据，可排除。

97．答案为A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。由第三段可知，正是baby boomer使离婚成为主流，而baby boomers正是在这种反离婚人士眼中所谓的“good enough”marriages家庭环境下成长的一代。根据the kind of marriages the anti-divorcers approve of可知选项A正确。选项B文中没有提及；选项C、D与文中内容不符。

98．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容见第二段。从该段第二句起，作者表达了对Wallerstein所做研究的看法，即研究样本过小，不具代表性。该段中Wallerstein looks for evidence that divorce harms kids, and of course she finds it等内容亦说明Wallerstein在研究中只收集特定一类证据，而并未选取不同样本加以对比，这种做法显然是持有偏见的体现，故选项B正确。A、C两项与文中内容不符；选项D文中未提及。

99．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。理解的关键在下句：When Mom has enough money and Dad stays connected, when parents stay civil and don't bad-mouth each other, kids do all right. 该句说明人们已学会如何应对离婚带来的变故；要领悟此点，态度上的转变和社会的宽容不可缺少。据上述分析，唯选项C无法从语境中推知，故选C。

100．答案为D。本题考查对作者态度的理解。由第四段第一句America doesn't need more “good enough” marriages可排除选项A；由第三、四两段内容可知，在“good enough” marriages中，最痛苦的应是parents, especially Mom，而并非children，故选项B错；选项C是Wallerstein的观点，并非作者的观点，应排除。作者在第四段指出：培养优秀孩子的途径有很多，离异家庭的孩子同样可以很优秀，故选项D正确。

Passage 21


Questions 101～105


It's official: there are now more poor people in America than at any other time in the 52 years records have been kept. We knew that the 2010 poverty numbers, released by the Census Bureau on Sept. 13, weren't going to be good. They turned out to be, in the words of Brookings senior fellow Ron Haskins, “extraordinarily bad.” More than 15％ of Americans live below the poverty line. The total rose for the fourth consecutive year. For a family of four, poverty means scraping by on roughly $22,000 a year.

The new poverty crisis has emerged in part out of the other economic crisis we are facing: unemployment. The fastest way to poverty is job loss, and 6.5 million jobs were lost in the recession. Today, a full two years into the “recovery，” more than 9％ of Americans are stil out of work. But a fact that may be buried in the copious coverage of these new figures is that the poverty problem didn't start with the financial crisis and the subsequent downturn. Its roots go much deeper, possibly to the recession of 2000, after which poverty levels didn't drop back to their prerecession numbers as they typically do after a recovery.

Though it's difficult to tease out statistically, that turning point is undoubtedly a legacy of the previous two decades of hyperglobalization, when millions of middle-income jobs were lost to outsourcing or replaced by technology and salaries became more and more compressed. The average earnings of a blue collar worker are lower today than in 1964.

But the poverty problem is also about the fracturing of the American Dream, specifically the dream of upward mobility. It's become increasingly hard for Americans to rise above the socioeconomic status of their birth, particularly compared with their peers in other rich nations. “Poverty is in many ways about a lack of social mobility，” says Erin Currier from the Pew Charitable Trusts. And research shows that even before the current crisis, Americans had much less mobility than people in many European nations. “We have a belief system and an idea about ourselves that don't always align well with the facts，” notes Isabel Sawhill, a co-director, with Haskins, of the Center on Children and Families at Brookings.

Now, in a world of high unemployment, lower wages and growing poverty, the fiction is becoming ever more difficult to sustain. This downturn marks the first period in 20 years in which employment as a percentage of population in the U.S. has fallen below the rate in countries like the U.K., Germany and the Netherlands. Indeed, downward mobility is so much a part of youth culture today that the Census Bureau has come up with a whole new lexicon for it, including the term doubling up, which describes households in which adult children who can't afford life on their own return to live with their parents. An additional 3 million of them would be below the poverty line if they couldn't crash with Mom and Dad.

That's unlikely to change soon. Most U.S. job growth since the 1990s has been in sectors like education and government, which are facing big cuts. Meanwhile, 9 out of 10 of the biggest occupations in America offer less than the mean hourly wage. (Think salesclerks and home health aides.) Indeed, the Boomerang Generation is likely to become as demographically defining in the next few decades as the baby boomers have been. The two groups may very well end up in a political war for dwindling government benefits, as the elderly fight to keep entitlements like Social Security that ward off poverty and younger people push for spending on education and retraining to avoid falling into it.

While there's no doubt that investment in education, which creates jobs and improves worker competitiveness, is a long-run solution, the key short-term weapon in the fight against poverty is tax policy. Poverty numbers would be far higher without tax breaks for the poor. The Obama Administration should keep fighting to extend initiatives like the earned-income tax credit, the largest and most effective antipoverty program. (Ronald Reagan used it to take millions out of poverty.) President Obama should also continue the pressure on the richest Americans to carry a larger share of the load. Despite congressional resistance, many wealthy people see it's in their interest to foster a less divisive society. While Americans historically haven't been as inclined as Europeans to riot over inequity (witness the protests that have taken place from London to Athens), it's hard to rule that out in a world in which the American Dream is increasingly becoming a myth. (1203)

【内容概要】

本文介绍了随着新一轮的经济危机和失业率的提高，美国的贫富差距进一步扩大、新的贫困危机涌现的严峻状况。文章指出，美国的贫困问题更体现在美国梦、尤其是社会向上移动的梦想的破裂上。换言之，贫困问题就是一个social mobility的缺乏问题。作者提出，在青年人口中倒是出现了一个downward mobility的严重倾向，由此而形成一个典型的Boomerang Generation。作者提出，要对付这一严峻局面，从长期来看应增加教育投入，以创造就业机会，从短期来看则应减免税收，切实采取减贫措施，要求富人承担更多的责任以避免社会的进一步分裂。作者文末的关于American Dream越来越有可能成为一个myth的警告值得人们深思。

【词语解析】

Boomerang Generation n
 . 还巢儿一代（指独立生活一段时间后还家与父母同住的成年子女）

double up v
 . （原义：同宿一室，合睡一床）子女回家与父母同住

entitlement n
 . 津贴，补贴，应得的权利

Pew Charitable Trusts n
 . 皮尤慈善信托基金

scrape by v
 . 勉强维持（生活）

tax break n
 . 税收减免，减免赋税

tease out v
 . 挑选出；梳理

ward off v
 . 挡开，避开，避免

101．Which of the following can be the best title of the passage?

（A）Unemployment in the Current Economic Crisis

（B）The Truth About the American Poverty Crisis

（C）The Boomerang Generation and the Baby Boomers

（D）The Fracturing of the American Dream of Upward Mobility

102．The expression “to tease out” in the clause “Though it's difficult to tease out statistically” (para. 3) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）to make light jokes

（B）to conduct a thorough study

（C）to give a clear account

（D）to provide evidence

103．According to co-director Isabel Sawhill (para. 4),________.

（A）the Americans are less realistic in viewing themselves

（B）the Americans are more practical about themselves

（C）the Americans are quite romantic and idealistic

（D）the Americans' belief system is based on the American Dream

104．According to the passage, which of the following is not true about the term “doubling up” (para. 5)?

（A）It is a new expression used to describe the youth culture today.

（B）It shows the upward mobility of the American population.

（C）It describes the trend of adult children's returning to live with parents.

（D）It indicates the downturn trend of mobility in American youth.

105．Why does the author mention the two groups of the Boomerang Generation and the baby boomers in the passage?

（A）Both groups are badly affected by the hyperglobalization in the past two decades.

（B）Both groups have been trying to maintain the socio-economic status of their birth.

（C）The two groups might fight for decreasing government benefits.

（D）The two groups are arguing over the priority of Social Security or spending on education.

【解析】

101．答案为B。本题考查对文章主旨大意思的理解，主要见第一段，也和二、四、六段直接相关。选项A是文章分析的导致美国贫困危机的因素之一，C是第六段提及的为争夺政府津贴等福利的两代人，D则是第四段讨论的美国式贫困的一个代表性方面，作为本文标题都有以偏盖全之嫌，均予排除。

102．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，见第三段。根据后面跟的副词statistically，可判断该不定式短语意思为“给出（明确的）数据/数字”，选项A和B无论从搭配和语义角度都无法接受，D的意思有所接近，但仍非最佳答案。

103．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见第四段。该主任称美国人的信仰体系和对自身的认识don't always align well with the facts，且前句已介绍有关研究显示美国人的社会流动性低于欧洲多个国家这一缺陷。选项B意思正相反，C的解释不确切，D的意思他的说话并未体现，均予排除。

104．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，见第五段。须采用排除法。该词语从其原来的“折叠、同住一室”再引申为指成年离家单独居住的子女再回家与父母同住现象。选项A,C和D从几个侧面介绍了该词语隐含的意思，唯B把意思说反了，符合题意。

155．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第五、六段。作者明确指出这两个年龄段的人群may very well end up in a political war for dwindling government benefits。选项A并非作者讨论的重点，B的说法不准确，D的解释与文中的表述有距离，均应予排除。有三分之一考生选择了D。

Passage 22


Questions 106-110


Hollywood will not be hurried. Thus it has taken almost a decade to produce the movie of Allison Pearson's witty novel I Don't Know How She Does It
 . And watching Sarah Jessica Parker's character being torn between a banking career and young children, I was struck by inevitable anachronisms. Certainly ten years ago a working mother feared that mentioning her baby might mean professional death and knew that family commitments were not a valid excuse to decline a last-minute weekend business trip. But now? Nick Clegg does the school run so Miriam can make her 9am meeting in Madrid. The three most recent prime ministers took paternity leave. Business lunches often conclude with an iPhone display of toddler snaps. Flexible working is practised both formally, and more often casually.

And it was in part the success of Pearson's novel that led to “work-life balance” being fast-tracked from neologism to cliché in a decade. Kate Reddy's misery encapsulated the unhappiness and disillusion of a generation of professional women, giving them confidence to lobby for business to change. And change it did. I recently met the head of a City law firm busy restructuring working practices to prevent his now mostly female workforce leaving.

And yet, I found myself musing at the film screening, while so much has undoubtedly been achieved, has the unhappiness of working mothers abated? What felt most lastingly true in the movie were the mental contortions of Kate, lying awake at night, writing lists, thinking how tricky logistics can be overcome, and beating herself up at the most minor failure. It is still mostly mothers who wrestle ceaselessly with “the puzzle of family life”.

Indeed, that women are coming down harder than ever on their own shortcomings was revealed by a survey this week that showed rates of depression in women are apparently double those experienced in the 1970s and that they are most likely to occur during childbearing years of 25 to 40, when women are up to four times more likely to be depressed than men. It is a devastating thought that a perfect graph could be drawn with female economic and professional progress on one axis and female misery on the other—especially if the apogee of womanly contentment turned out to be the 1970s.

My mother recently brought down my old school reports and I was reminded that I once learnt a subject called “housecraft”. While the boys were welding and operating lathes, we were taught plain cooking, the qualities of various cleaning products and the advisability of “feminine” deodorants. “Janice has a ‘couldn't care less attitude’，” wrote my teacher. Too right. But all about me 16-year-old girls with far better O levels than mine were leaving school for the secretarial jobs that preceded early marriage.

But were they happier, these young women who followed their mothers to take a fixed place in the gender order? Happier than those of us who, as we packed for college, weren't sure exactly what we wanted, except that it sure as hell wasn't housecraft? I find the frequent reports about a depression “epidemic” among modern women troubling and questionable. Too often they are framed as a logical consequence of women breaching the natural order, overstretching their delicate selves by trying to bestraddle male and female worlds. Rather as Victorians believed women too weak-minded to become doctors.

If indeed one in seven women now suffers depression, could it be that female experience itself is being pathologised? Have we turned the ebb and flow of female hormones, the trials of raising a child, the sudden sadnesses that pistolwhip your heart as you realize, into a psychological condition? Certainly there is money to be made from treating it: around one in three British women will at some point be prescribed antidepressants. Anti-depressants have a valid place in treatment, but there is concern among mental health groups that women are offered them too readily, kept for years on medication that muffles their pain rather dealing with its causes. Moreover, for mild depression there are doubts over whether drugs actually work. But such is the fear of trivializing depression that it is more acceptable for a doctor to issue a prescription than to tell a patient to go for a long daily brisk walk.

Psychotherapist Dorothy Rowe who has devoted her career to treating depression notes that the Royal College of Psychiatrists website no longer talks about the condition being caused by chemical imbalance but that it is provoked by life events. She writes that it almost always begins when an incident reveals “a huge discrepancy between what we thought our life was and what it is”. Which describes the territory in which women now abide: between the flawless body and unageing face and the hag in the mirror; the porn-standard sex life of magazine legend and the fumbling reality; the seamless synthesis of motherhood and career compared with the flapping Post-it Notes on the fridge. In the 1970s, life was dull and limited, but we expected little better. Now the gap between the untidy mess of human existence and the styled-to perfection unreality that we struggle for is unbridgeably vast. (1203)

【内容概要】

本文以好莱坞电影为引子，介绍过去几十年来英国妇女地位的变化和她们依然面临的巨大问题。一方面，企业单位采用上班时间机动（flexible working）的安排表明妇女职业和经济地位有了很大提升，此举说明妇女已成为一支不可或缺的劳动力，同时也注意其应享有的work-life balance。另一方面，作者指出，过去四十多年来，妇女、尤其是育龄妇女的精神抑郁问题更趋严重，患此症人数数倍于男子。作者认为其原因之一是今天的妇女同时承担了女子和男子的双重责任，过大的压力使她们的幸福感反倒有了减少。而单纯采用药物治疗减轻妇女抑郁症的做法则忽略了她们的心理问题的解决。作者借心理治疗师Dorothy Rowe的话指出，社会对妇女的期望和其面临的生活现实之间的huge discrepency是今天的妇女面临的一个巨大困境。

【词语解析】

anachronism n
 . 时代错误，不合时代的事（或人）

antidepressant n
 . 抗抑郁药

apogee n
 . 最高点，极点

bestraddle v
 . 跨，骑

deodorant n
 . 除臭剂

fumble v
 . 失错，犯错

pistolwhip v
 . 用手枪柄打

unageing＝ageless a
 . 永不衰老的

unbridgeably ad
 . 不可逾越地106. The passage introduces the production of the movie of Allison Pearson's novel I Don't Know How She Does It
 ________.

（A）to show the successful performance of Sarah Jessica Parker

（B）to give an account of the development of Hollywood movies

（C）to explore the descriptive style and the plot of the novel

（D）to illustrate the changing status of women over the past decade

107．The changing of the expression “work-life balance” (para.2) from neologism to cliché in a decade reveals that________.

（A）how successful and popular Allison Pearson's novel has been

（B）how much has changed for the better for working women

（C）how dynamic a language has been in its evolution and development

（D）how the professionals have striven to improve their working environment

108．According to the passage, the reason why rates of depression in women today are double those experienced in the 1970s probably is________.

（A）they are playing the role of both Mom and Dad

（B）they do not have enough time to be with their children and husband

（C）female experience itself has been turned into a psychological condition

（D）female economic and professional progress is largely offset by female misery

109．When the author writes “Rather as Victorians believed women too weak-minded to become doctors.” (para.6), she is trying to tell us that________.

（A）the reports of modern women's depression “epidemic” is not well grounded

（B）Victorians did not understand women's involvement in medical profession

（C）depression among women is both a psychological and physiological phenomenon

（D）in contrary to Victorians' belief, women can become qualified doctors

110．Which of the following can be concluded from the last paragraph?

（A）The depression “epidemic” among women is caused by chemical imbalance.

（B）Women in the 1970s were happier than today because they expected little better.

（C）The gap between the ideal life and existing reality can lead to women's depression.

（D）The seamless synthesis of motherhood and career affords no room for imagination.

【解析】

106．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第一段，并贯穿全文。作者从介绍改编自小说的电影人物入手，试图反映过去十多年来职业女性地位身份的巨大变化。选项A的说法过于狭窄，B的说明与作者的意图不一致，C的解释偏离更远，均予排除。

107．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，见第二段。作者从work-life balance一语地位的变化揭示职业女性地位的改善。选项A的解释偏题很远，C的说明似乎不错，但过于“泛泛而谈”，D的解析有一定的合理性，但对该题而言并非最佳答案。

108．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见自第四段起的下半篇，主要是第七段。作者在对女性抑郁现象的探讨中，以反问方式指出她们把自己的生理或生活体验转变为一种psychological condition。选项A的说法不确切，B的解释同样勉强，D的说明意思不顺，逻辑上也有漏洞。本题答对率较低，有一半以上的考生选了D，原因之一可能是仅寻找到第四段文字相近的句子，但未联系上下文把握作者分析的要点。

109．答案为A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要见第六段。作者对常见的报道中把现代妇女当中的抑郁症视为epidemic的说法持怀疑和质问态度，然后把这一看法与维多利亚时代流行的普遍认为女性不适宜当医生的错误看法相比较。选项B的说法并非作者的意思，C的解释本身可以站得住脚，但不是作者欲传递的意思，D的说明指明了与流行看法相反的情况，但也不是作者表述的重点。有近一半考生选择了C，可能未从上下文作出准确把握。

110．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见末段。作者通过引用精神治疗师Dorothy Rowe的分析，指出引起妇女抑郁症的原因之一在于对过高的完美无瑕生活的追求和实际生活现实之间的巨大差距。选项A和作者分析的相反，B为作者介绍的现实情况，但并非此段的要点，D的意思与文中表述的不一致，均予排除。

Passage 23


Questions 111～115


To paraphrase Martin Luther King—here at last, here at last, here at last. Almost a century after the idea was first mooted by black veterans of the Civil War and almost half a century after the leader of the civil rights movement delivered his immortal “I have a Dream” speech, an African American museum is finally about to rise in the heart of Washington. The National Mall, stretching from the US Capitol to the steps of the white marble Lincoln Memorial where King spoke in 1963, is perhaps the capital city's most special place, a two-mile vista lined by monuments to the country's greatest leaders and heroes, and by wonderful museums celebrating America's history and achievements. But there have been some notable omissions.

Last year one was corrected with the dedication of a memorial to King. And on Wednesday another omission was corrected. In a moment of perfect historical symmetry, President Barack Obama led the ceremony for the future National Museum of African American History and Culture, devoted to the miseries, tribulations and triumphs of black America, scheduled to open its doors in late 2015. The site is one of the last available on the more cluttered Mall. But it is also one of the best: close to the Washington Monument and across the street from the recently re-opened Museum of American History.

The long and laboured story of the 19th member of the Smithsonian complex has itself been a small slice of US history. The idea of a memorial to African Americans on America's national space was first put forward in 1915 by a group of black Civil War veterans, but went nowhere. Then in 1929, Congress did approve such a project, but failed to provide funding. After the great civil-rights breakthroughs of the 1960s, pressure grew for a full-scale museum. Again though, nothing happened—not least because of the ferocious opposition of the late Senator Jesse Helms, who insisted that a museum was “unnecessary”, and a waste of taxpayers' money.

At this point, one may wonder how it was that the Holocaust Museum here was approved and completed in barely a decade. And it deals with an event that does not belong to the US national experience. It opened in 1993. In 2004 came the National Museum of the American Indian. But only now is work starting on a national museum that tackles head on, among other things, the original sin of the United States. As its director Lonnie Bunch said slavery was central in shaping US history, but to this day remains “the last great unmentionable” in public discourse. “We will examine the dark corners of the American experience in a way we're not always comfortable in doing.”

More than 100 black history museums already exist across the country, including the National Civil Rights Museum at the former Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where Dr King was assassinated in 1968. Others are reminders of the huge impact blacks had had on American, and indeed global, culture. In Washington, all these strands will be meshed together. The $500m project is being funded by $250m of private donations, and a similar amount from the federal budget. Already Mr. Bunch has amassed 25,000 artifacts, spanning the entire range of African American experience, from slavery to civil rights, to their contributions in art, sport, music and almost every walk of national life. There will be a detailed examination of slavery and the miseries of individual people.

The African American museum will celebrate heroes of emancipation like Harriet Tubman. There will be items that lift the heart—alongside exhibits on lynchings, and other brutalities and indignities perpetrated on blacks for much of the last century. Visitors will also see the original coffin that contained the body of Emmett Till, the 14-year-old boy murdered in 1955 in Mississippi because he was reported to have wolf-whistled at a white woman. The coffin was deliberately left open at Till's funeral in Chicago by his mother, so the world could see the atrocities visited upon her son. The public outrage that followed gave powerful fresh impetus to the civil rights movement.

The story of black America, for better and worse, is part of the story of all America. Even so, some see the new museum as part of a worrying trend, the subtle atomisation of a country that has always prided itself on being a sum greater than its disparate parts. Now, they worry, it's not so much E Pluribus Unum, (“out of many one”—the phrase on the Seal of the United States), but Ex uno plura (“out of one, many”). As the Virginia Congressman Jim Moran puts it: “I don't want a situation where whites go to the original museums, African Americans go to the African American museum, Indians to the Indian museum and Hispanics to the Latino American museum. That's not America.” (1209)

【内容概要】

本文从引用读者熟知的美国黑人民权运动领袖Martin Luther King的演讲开始，从一个侧面点出了美国争取种族平等的曲折艰巨的道路。文章的主题围绕“美国黑人历史与文化博物馆”从最初提议到最后决定动工建设（将于2015年开馆）的漫长过程。在美国首都Washington的National Mall上，矗立着座座反映美国历史的纪念碑和博物馆，但反映黑人历史的博物馆从1915年提出以来过去90多年，却屡遭反对、拖拉、拖延，直至21世纪10年代，才最终由私人捐款和联邦政府共同投资开工建设。作者态度客观，指出了黑人在美国立国至今作出的巨大贡献和曾经遭受的歧视及不公待遇，以及争取种族平等斗争的艰巨性，读来令人感叹和震惊。

【词语解析】

moot v
 . 讨论，提出

vista n
 . 长条形景色，远景

Smithsonian (Institution) n
 . 史密森学会（由英国化学家、矿物学家James Smithson捐款创建的研究机构，1846年在美国首都华盛顿建立）

Holocaust Museum n
 . 大屠杀纪念博物馆

National Civil Rights Museum n
 . 美国民权博物馆

E Pluribus Unum ［拉］“万众一心”

Ex uno plura ［拉］“一众万心”

bestially ad
 . 畜牲一样地，毫无人性地

bigoted a
 . 执迷不悟的

wolf-whistle v
 . 挑逗唿哨

head on,head-on ad
 . 正面地，迎面地

Harriet Tubman (1821-1913) 哈里特·塔布曼，逃奴，废奴主义者

atomisation n
 . 原子化，化成微粒

111．The author quotes Martin Luther King at the beginning of the passage________.

（A）to introduce the correction of one more “notable omission” in American history

（B）to exhibit the brutalities and indignities imposed on blacks in the last century

（C）to examine the development and abolishing of the slavery system in America

（D）to illustrate the development of the civil rights movement in the United States

112．According to the passage, which of the following museums has not yet been completed?

（A）The Holocaust Museum.

（B）The African American Museum.

（C）The National Museum of the American Indian.

（D）The National Civil Rights Museum.

113．The author uses the expression “the original sin” (para.4) to refer to________.

（A）the belief in Christianity

（B）the Indian resettlement

（C）the massacre of the Jewish people

（D）the slavery system in the U.S.

114．The project of the African American Museum is funded________.

（A）largely by private donations

（B）chiefly by the federal budget

（C）by both private donations and the federal budget

（D）by both the white and black American volunteers

115．The author quotes the Virginia Congressman Jim Moran at the end of the passage________.

（A）to explain the purpose of building all these museums

（B）to call on the Americans to unite and to stay together

（C）to condemn the white's atrocities on the black people

（D）to display why America is a multi-cultural society

【解析】

111．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见第一段。全文围绕美国黑人历史与文化博物馆建设从提议到最后决定破土动工建设的漫长过程展开，作者一开始即引民权运动领袖的著名演讲，显然旨在提醒读者美国民权运动的发展演变过程和历史，为后文作铺垫。选项A作为答案似乎也可接受，但视角偏狭窄了些，B叙述的是事实，但很难说是作者表达的主要意思，C的解释文字本身似也成立，问题也在于角度的偏离，建议排除。有一半考生选择了A，建议转换一下视角。

112．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见二、四、五段。只要仔细阅读，不难作出选择。

113．答案为D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。主要见第四段。The original sin一语源自《圣经》，这里用来比喻美国建国历史上在种族歧视方面曾经出现的过失。选项A,B或C均不当。

114．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见第五段。选项A,B和D的表述与文中所述不合或不当。

115．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见末段。作者引用的国会议员Jim Moran的话表达了希望由多民族、多种族组成的美国团结一致的愿望。选项A表达的角度不当，C的说法本身可成立，但并非作者在此的用意，D的解释同样不准确。

Passage 24


Questions 116～120


Necessity can spur novelty. Even political novelty. As the need for fiscal austerity grows, an unlikely alliance has emerged between policymakers and public advocates who have long sought criminal-justice reform. These policymakers are realizing what advocates have reiterated for years: The nation's addiction to incarceration as a curb on crime must end. The evidence is staggering. In California, 54 prisoners may share a single toilet and 200 prisoners may live in a gymnasium supervised by two or three officers. Suicidal inmates may be held for protracted periods in cages without toilets and the wait times for mental-health care sometimes reach 12 months.

Citing these conditions and more, the US Supreme Court ruled in May that California prisoners were deprived of adequate access to mental and medical health care in violation of the Eighth Amendment and its prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment. Prison overcrowding is ubiquitous: Between 1970 and 2005, the nation's inmate population grew by 700 percent. Besides impeding access to health care, overcrowding also creates unsafe and unsanitary conditions, diverts prison resources away from education and social development, and forces low-and high-risk offenders to mingle, increasing the likelihood of recidivism.

Expect additional lawsuits. That's why a consortium of states submitted a friend-of-the-court brief in support of the state of California. America's overreliance on incarceration has also impeded the rights of criminal defendants. The Sixth Amendment guarantees legal representation to individuals charged with a crime. Yet, because of the crushing volume of cases, indigent defense programs often suffer from inadequate staffing, funding, and supervision. In Kentucky, a public defender may represent more than 450 clients in a single year. In Miami, the annual case load is nearly 500 felonies and 2,225 misdemeanors. The consequences include wrongful incarceration, wrongful convictions, and guilty pleas when meritorious defenses are available.

Civil rights groups in Michigan and New York have already brought lawsuits seeking an overhaul of their states' indigent defense systems. These lawsuits might be a harbinger for the future: States unfaithful to the promise of the Sixth Amendment may be forced to increase funding and restructure priorities. Protecting prisoners and criminal defendants is about recognizing that they are acutely vulnerable because they do not have access to coalitions and political networks capable of effecting change. Affording them protection is consistent with the enduring constitutional principle that political democracy alone cannot adequately protect the rights of certain groups of people. The solution?

First, revamp habitual-offender laws, now in effect in more than 20 states, which regularly yield perverse sentences. California's three-strikes law, for example, was passed during the paranoia that followed the searing murder of 12-year-old Polly Klaas by a longtime violent offender, and is so egregiously punitive that nonviolent petty theft may serve as a “third strike.” A new ballot initiative in California seeks to change this law.

Second, implement misdemeanor reform by decriminalizing offenses such as feeding the homeless, dog-leash violations. Such reform is vital: Between 1972 and 2006, misdemeanor prosecutions rose from 5 million to 10.5 million.

Third, limit the use of pretrial detention. Nearly two-thirds of the nation's prison population haven't been convicted of a crime; they are awaiting trial. Many are arrested for low-risk offenses such as disturbing the peace or traffic violations, and they languish in jail because they can't afford bail. Releasing these individuals would not jeopardize public safety and would reduce overcrowding and public defender caseloads. Last year, Kentucky terminated pre-trial detention for numerous drug offenses and mandated citations rather than arrests for certain misdemeanors.

Fourth, impose nonprison penalties on those arrested for technical parole and probation violations like missing a meeting or court appearance. This would dramatically cut overcrowding and caseloads given that more than a third of all prison admissions are for such types of violations. Texas has significantly reduced its inmate population.

The spirit that animates the Sixth and Eighth Amendments is human dignity. No matter the crime or harm, criminal defendants and prisoners retain a dignity. Just over 40 years ago, a group of inmates claimed they were deprived of this dignity and, in what has since become a subject of fascination in pop culture, rioted at Attica Correctional Facility in New York. The violence and its death toll serves as an ominous reminder that America must pursue criminal-justice reform if it is to honor this dignity. (1209)

【内容概要】

本文讨论的是美国的监狱系统的改革问题。近几十年来，美国的监狱人满为患，关押的人数增长了数倍，而由于经费不足，囚犯的待遇也每况愈下。对刑事犯的教育改造也未必能受到切实效果，使累犯的可能性大大增长。作者根据上述情况，提出了实行相应的刑事司法改革的四点建议。作者特别指出，这样的改革与美国的宪法修正案第六和第八条（确保被指控犯罪者享有的一些基本权利、禁止残忍而异常的刑罚、禁止罚缴过高的保释金或罚款）所提倡的尊重人的基本尊严的精神是吻合的。

【词语解析】

Attica Correctional Facility n
 . 纽约州监狱，阿蒂卡州立教养所

citation n
 . 传讯，传票

consortium n
 . 财团，联合企业

leash n
 . 皮带，绳子，链条

egreiously ad
 . 无比地，惊人地

felony n
 . 重罪

friend-of-the-court n
 . “法院之友”组织

harbinger n
 . 先行官，通报者

incarceration n
 . 监禁

indigent a
 . 贫困的

misdemeanor n
 . 恶劣品行，不正当行为

parole n
 . 假释许可

paronoia n
 . 偏执狂

perverse a
 . 刚愎易怒的，不合法的，不当的

recidivism n
 . 累犯

revamp v
 . 修补，翻新

searing a
 . 烧灼的，引起强烈情感的

three-strikes law n
 . 三击法则

116．The word “incarceration” (para.1) used in the passage can best be replaced by________.

（A）punishment

（B）intervention

（C）interrogation

（D）imprisonment

117．According to the passage, prison overcrowding leads to all of the following EXCEPT________.

（A）unsafe and unsanitary conditions in prisons

（B）higher rates of suicidal inmates in prison cages

（C）mixing of low-and high-risk offenders

（D）lessening the role of prison resources in education and social development

118．It can be concluded from the passage that California's three-strikes law (para.5)________.

（A）gives the habitual-offender necessary and just protection

（B）was passed under some exceptional condition with careful consideration

（C）may give some petty offenders wrongful sentences and punishment

（D）can effectively stop violent offenders and therefore should be continued

119．Which of the following is NOT recommended by the author to reduce the overcrowding of America's prisons?

（A）To abolish habitual-offender laws.

（B）To reduce the use of pretrial detention.

（C）To implement penalties without imprisonment.

（D）To cut and limit misdemeanor prosecutions.

120．The author cites the riot at Attica Correctional Facility 40 years ago to show that________.

（A）prison inmates could only win their dignity through bitter struggle

（B）the inmates' fighting for dignity has become one of the themes in pop culture

（C）great changes have taken place in America's criminal system and prison management

（D）criminal-justice reform must be implemented to respect the dignity of criminals

【解析】

116．答案为D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，见第一段。本文一开始就谈刑事司法问题，段末则以美国加州监狱人满为患为例说明问题的严重。该句意思显然指美国靠囚禁未必解决犯罪问题。选项A意思似接近，但不准确，B和C或不妥或无法接受。

117．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见第二段，采用排除法。监狱过度拥挤带来的问题段末明确提及，包括选项A,C和D。唯选项B未提及，符合题意。

118．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第五段。作者指出，加州的“三击法则”对nonviolent petty theft处罚过重，拟对此加以修正。选项A的意思和文中传递的相反，B的解释不确切，D的说明亦属不当，均应予排除。

119．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见五、六、七段，采用排除法。选项B,C和D的内容作者均明确提及。但选项A的abolish与原文的revamp（revise, improve）有很大区别，符合题意。有三分之一考生选D，主要没看清第六段的意思，即在1972至2006年间，对轻微犯罪的起诉增长了一倍以上，作者因此强调Such reform is vital。

120．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见最后一段。作者的一个总结是，在刑事司法改革中，刑事被告和犯罪分子均有权维持人的基本尊严，然后举出阿蒂卡州立教养所的暴乱事件为例。选项A,B和C或没有正确显示作者的用意或表达不当。

Passage 25


Questions 121～125


With a gnashing of teeth, the employment minister Chris Grayling backed down as companies shied away from his unpaid work scheme that threatened young people's already meagre weekly benefit of ￡53.45. Protests and a Twitter storm against unpaid shelf-stacking alarmed Tesco into paying the minimum wage and guaranteeing jobs: a brilliant result. UK Uncut exposing Barclays' tax avoidance has finally led HMRC to act, so as St Paul's Occupy protesters move on, don't say protest is pointless.

However, objections by bishops were bootless as the welfare reform bill passed, barely amended. The government revels in a majority heartily supporting its ￡18bn benefit cuts. A drip-drip of scrounger stories did the heavy lifting, so most people have no idea what brutality is to be done in their name. The BBC has failed to inform the nation, bolstering the “scrounger” narrative with ill-timed documentaries on the workshy by Panorama. With dole claimants rising towards 3 million, and 6.3 million in all seeking work or longer hours, the government has devised a strange sociology suggesting an epidemic of laziness, ignoring the worst depression since the 1930s.

But has it finally gone too far? When the public discovers what's happening, attitudes may change. Remember Gordon Brown's catastrophic miscalculation in abolishing the 10p tax rate for the lowest paid: using the money to bribe middle earners by cutting their taxes backfired badly. Fickle voters can't be relied on to be selfish all the time, so when people hear what's about to happen, they may react in the same way.

On 6 April, low-paid working couples with children will lose a colossal ￡3,870 in tax credits from a typical income of ￡17,000. Where previously someone in the family had to work 16 hours to qualify, now they must work 24 hours a week or lose tax credits. But what if no extra hours are available? Hundreds of thousands of households will be caught in this trap, with 470,000 children. Most already want longer hours. TUC research says 3 million part-timers seek full-time jobs; Usdaw, the shopworkers' union, finds 78％ of its part-timers can't get extra hours. Government figures for people getting jobs forget to say most are part-time. Nor do they proclaim the severe punishment about to fall on families failing to work 24 hours. Oddly, the victims are the very people Conservatives praise—working couples with children, struggling to stay off the dole. Will this enormous drop in incomes fall below the political radar—or will voters discover and be shocked?

Everyone asks for extra hours: in Liverpool there are 8.5 unemployed for every vacancy. Without more hours, they expect to lose about ￡300 a month in tax credits. But just as existing workers struggle for crucial extra hours, the Department for Work and Pensions puts the unemployed to work for free at shelf-stacking and cleaning—34,200 young people have been put on unpaid work experience so far, with weak evidence it finds them jobs. Jonathan Porte, of the National Institute of Economic and Social Research, finds the ministers' claim that 50％ leave benefits compares poorly with the 60％ who leave jobseeker's allowance anyway within three months with no scheme.

Conditions have always been attached to benefits—the “no fifth option of continued full benefit” of Labour's New Deal, for example. Compulsion for the unemployed to join programmes seems reasonable so long as schemes are high quality with a good chance of leading to jobs. Until now, great care was taken not to displace real jobs through free labour for large companies able to pay minimum wage. Work experience for the young has drawn all the flak, but the “mandatory work activity” programme forces adults to work up to 30 hours a week over a month for free, or lose benefit. The DWP's own assessment shows those mandated into unpaid work are more likely to be from an ethnic minority and disabled than other unemployed people.

So on the one hand the DWP imposes draconian cuts on families who can't find 24 hours a week paid work, yet at the same time puts tens of thousands of free labourers into their workplaces, making those extra hours ever harder to find. This week I had a run-in with the former social security secretary Peter Lilley on Radio 5 Live as he tried to defend the government's schemes, but it was plain he had forgotten the essential ingredients in Project Work, his 1996 initiative, which I praised at the time: people were paid extra above their benefits, and worked for charities and community programmes to avoid displacing other workers—and compulsion was applied at a time of rising employment, with a good chance of leading to real jobs. None of these principles applies now. Worst of all, depriving existing staff of extra hours of work will contribute to families losing their tax credits. Unemployment pay had dropped in 35 years from 17％ of average earnings to just 10％: now it's falling far faster.

April will bring plenty of Nick Clegg's promised social mobility—but it will all be downwards. Raising tax thresholds does nothing for these people, as hundreds of thousands of children are pushed into poverty by a monumental drop in family income. This cut denies everything the government says about “making work pay” and supporting couples. Politically, will this finally shock enough voters? (1209)

【内容概要】

本文介绍近几年来英国由于战后最严重的经济萧条和就业市场的萎缩，加之推出的新税收措施，低收入家庭将面临收入的进一步减少和生活水平降低。据称，自2012年4月起，补助费和救济金，根据英国工党的“新政”，低收入工薪家庭或无业者的课税扣除额将大幅削减，从而将影响几十万儿童少年，而且要求参加更长时间的无报酬劳动（作为领取救济金的附加条件）。作者对英国的就业前景的改善深表忧虑，指出朝下走的“社会流动性”将表明更多的人们将陷入贫困。

【词语解析】

back down v
 . 放弃，取消

bolster v
 . 支持，支撑

bootless a
 . 无用的，无益的

dole n
 . 施舍物，政府提供的补助费、救济金

draconian a
 . 严厉的，残酷的

drip-drip n
 . 滴滴答答

flak n
 . 高射炮，恶评，反对

gnash v
 . 咬牙，切齿

ill-timed a
 . 不适时的，不合时宜的

revel v
 . 狂喜

run-in n
 . 争执，争论

scrounger n
 . 乞讨者，（向人）索取者

shy away from v
 . 避开

stay off v
 . 避开，离开，忌，戒

TUC n＝Trades Union Congress 英国劳工联合会议

workshy n
 . 懒汉

Uncut n
 . 英国杂志，月刊，以报道音乐为主，兼顾电影、音乐相关书籍等内容

121．According to the passage, how can the low-paid working couples with children qualify for the tax credit after April 6?

（A）The couple have to work 16 hours a week.

（B）The couple have to work 24 hours a week.

（C）At least one of the couple has to work 24 hours a week.

（D）All the family members have to work 24 hours a week.

122．The expression “to stay off the dole” (para.4) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）to avoid taking unemployment benefit

（B）to make up for the drop in incomes

（C）to refuse to accept such tax credit

（D）to try in vain to stop the severe punishment

123．When the author concludes that Nick Clegg's promised social mobility “will all be downwards” in the last paragraph, he actually means that________.

（A）different social classes will be mixed in harmony

（B）lower classes will never move upwards

（C）people will be financially worse off

（D）lower classes will forever stay where they are

124．It can be concluded from the passage that the author's attitude is________.

（A）objective and eclectic

（B）critical and argumentative

（C）supportive and persuasive

（D）optimistic and sympathetic

125．Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage?

（A）Families that want to work will suffer, not workshies

（B）Families that do not want to work will suffer, not part-timers

（C）Families that work up to 30 hours a month for free will suffer most

（D）Families that work extra hours will receive the income of ￡3870 a month

【解析】

121．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第四段。作者指出，低收入工薪家庭现在须有人每周工作24小时方可获得课税扣除，选项A,B和D的表述和文中传递的意思有差距，均予排除。

122．答案为A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，见第四段。Dole原指“施舍物”，这里喻指政府失业救济金。原句显然指真正的受害者是有子女的、不去领取失业救济金的劳动者家庭。选项B和D的意思不妥且有错，C把dole和tax credit混为一谈，逻辑和语义都发生错位，应予排除。有近一半考生选了B，显然对语句和上下文理解发生偏差。

123．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，见最后一段。全文围绕失业问题展开，这里作者明确指出social mobility呈整体下降态势，显然人们的经济状况会更趋恶化。选项A意思说反了，B的说法角度偏离，D的意思与B相近，均予排除。

124．答案为B。本题考查对作者的态度和语体风格的判断。从整篇来看，围绕失业就业问题作者对政府有关政策提出疑问和质疑，从语句形式看，作者采用反问、质问等形式，争辩的色彩很明显。选项A,C和D的表达或不当或有错，应予否定。

125．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。本文讨论的主要内容是英国政府新推出的welfare reform bill及相应的课税扣除政策、领取救济金的相关条件究竟是否对低收入工薪家庭有利、抑或不利。作者的分析是可能进一步造成其收入降低、经济条件变差，而且是对劳动者不利。与四个选项相关的语句见二、三、四、六段，但B,C和D意思都有差错。本题有难度，B,C和D都有考生选择，本题的正误辨析难度较大。


 问答题

Passage 1


Questions 1～4


A former colleague relished telling me last week about two forthcoming new additions to the population. His wife is fit to pop with identical twin girls.

He and our sister publication, The Times, got me thinking: could the twins live to be 150? Times2 posed this very question alongside a photograph of a thumb-sucking newborn. Decrepitude is no longer inevitable, it said. Science will help us to stop the rot. There is, some scientists say, a real Dorian Gray among us—someone who, through a mixture of good genes, healthy lifestyle and timely medical interventions, will give the impression of staying young throughout an extraordinarily long life.

I was still pondering the likelihood of living to 150 when I was presented with another big question: just how did Derren Brown do it? In a television stunt, he claimed to have predicted the six winning Lotto numbers, sparking an online guessing game about how it was achieved. Indeed, “Derren Brown” and “lottery” were the two top searched-for keywords on the web that led users to timesonline.co.uk. Dozens of theories were offered—from camera trickery to simple sleight of hand.

Even actuaries were speaking about it. Clive Grimley, a partner at Barnett Waddingham, bought into the most popular theory. “According to someone on YouTube, he used split-screen technology to give the impression that the balls were in the live shot, when in fact they were a static image，” he mused. “The left-hand side of the screen, which showed the numbered balls in a row, was a frozen image. In reality, an assistant was putting the balls in place during the 30-second delay between them being drawn and Brown revealing his numbers. Like Edward Norton in The Illusionist, it's all a trick.” Just as illusory, he says, are projections of retirement income. Pensioners today can expect to spend a third of their lives in retirement—a figure that could grow to half our life or more, as we all die later.

It may sound good in theory, but Grimley has some sobering views: the state pension age will have to rocket, a growing number of people will be forced to take “the glide path”—gradually winding down into retirement rather than stopping work altogether immediately—and the onus for funding our latter years will increasingly fall on our own shoulders. The NHS will crumble under the pressure, with 100-plus pensioners battering down the doors at doctors' surgeries.

Early evidence stacks up his argument. It is already proposed that the state pension age for women will rise to 65 by 2020, making it equal to that of men. For both sexes, it will rise to 68 by 2046. That will be far from sufficient, though. “Increases to state retirement age are going to have to be fairly radical—I don't think anyone wants to admit just how radical，” said Grimley.

When you reach the magic age—whatever that may be—you could be sorely disappointed. The Institute of Directors said last week that the government should freeze the state pension to help cut its growing budget deficit, and freezes—or cuts—could soon become the norm.

How much you stand to get from personal pension savings could be a shock, too. Annuity rates have dropped almost 10％ since last summer, pushed down by the government's attempts to reflate the economy. It has pumped ￡175 billion into the financial system by buying up gilts. This has pushed gilt prices up and yields down by as much as 50 to 100 basis points, and it is these that determine annuity rates.

Moreover, the sort of income you can expect from your pension pot is also determined by life expectancy. Clearly, the longer you're expected to live, the lower the annuity rate. Three decades ago, in 1980, benchmark annuity rates for a 65-year-old man were almost 16％. Today, they're less than half that at 7％—knocking ￡9,000 a year off what you'd get for a ￡100,000 pot. What if in another 30 years they're just 3％? That would knock off another ￡4,000, giving you a pitiful ￡3,000 a year for every ￡100,000 of pension savings. Never mind the twins. I'd better get on with cracking the code for predicting the numbers of those Lotto balls. (1003)



1．Why does the author introduce the topic of the likelihood of living to 150 at the beginning of the passage?

2．What is “the glide path” (para. 5)? What is the possible effect of taking “the glide path”?

3．Why does the author mention the prediction of Lotto numbers in the passage?

4．Give a brief summary of the issue of personal pension savings in the United Kingdom introduced in the passage.

【内容概要】

本文具体介绍随着生活水平的提高，人的预期寿命的不断延长，人们的退休年龄可能不得不延迟，而养老基金则将面临越来越大的压力，预算赤字持续上升，年金率降低，退休人员将更多地依靠自己来解决晚年的生活支出。作者主要讨论的是英国的养老金问题，但所讨论的问题有相当的普遍意义。读者可以把英国的养老金问题和我国的养老金问题进行比较，找出其共性和各自的特点，以加深对相关问题的理解。

【词语解析】

actuary n
 . 保险公司计算员，保险精算师

benchmark n
 . 基准，水准

decrepitude n
 . 衰老

Dorian Gray n
 . 爱尔兰作家王尔德小说《道林·格雷的肖像》中的主角

gilt n
 . 金边证券

onus n
 . 责任，义务

pop with v
 . 产仔，生育

relish v
 . 享受，喜欢

sleight of hand n
 . 巧妙手法，花招

stack up v
 . 把…堆起，有道理

stunt n
 . 特技，惊人表演

【参考答案与解析】

1．In modern society, with the progress of science and technology and medical treatment, humans have the possibility of having “an extraordinarily long life”. With the rising of life expectancy, humans may even live up to the age of 150. However, this could mean a third, or even half of one's life would be in retirement. This would lead to the rise of state pension age (“will have to rocket”), the reduction of retirement income, and place huge pressure on state pension savings.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体内容主要见前三段，但主题贯穿全文。作者从“个案”开始，开场先介绍朋友家将诞生双胞胎，随后即设问人能否活到150岁，然后“言归正传”，转到养老和养老金问题，对这样的从“轶事”开始的话题，读者应即时抓住中心要点。

2．The author used the expression “the glide path” figuratively. It can be concluded from the passage that with the increase of state pension age and high pressure on the state pension, more people would have to continue to work after the normal retirement age. Therefore retirement could become a “gradual” process (“gradually winding down into retirement”). The expression is used to describe the lengthening of working age after retirement. This means the possibility of sharing more responsibility (“the onus”) for the funding of retirement income (“funding our latter years”).

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语意思的能力。主要内容见第五、六两段。作者通过介绍Clive Grimley的看法来引入人的预期寿命增长、退休年龄延长、养老金压力、退休人员将为自己的晚年生活“买单”等话题。读者须注意抓住中心和关键点。

3．The author tells us that “Derren Brown” and “lottery” are the two top searched-for keywords on the web and whether his prediction of Lotto numbers is a kind of trick or illusion becomes a heated topic among the audience. The author clearly uses this for comparison, and shows the “sobering” situation of retirement income for pensioners in the following decades. The implication is that predicting future retirement income would be as difficult as predicting the winning Lotto balls.

本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解。内容以第三、四两段为主。作者这里有意“走”题，转而谈及魔术和彩票问题，但“醉翁之意不在酒”，主题还是退休养老问题。第四段末的Just as illusory…are projections of retirement income.即体现了作者的“言归正传”。

4．With the rising of life expectancy in the UK, the amount of income pensioners get from personal pension savings would be reduced greatly (“could be a shock”) and annuity rates have dropped as the government tried to restore (“reflate”) the economy. And the income from one's pension savings is also determined by life expectancy, which means the longer people live, the lower the annuity rate could become, so the radical cutting would inevitably be the result.

本题考查对文章的主要内容的归纳和理解能力。要点在文章的后面几段。作者介绍了英国的个人养老金储蓄面临的巨大压力，以及退休人员面临的养老年金逐渐下降的窘境。

Passage 2


Questions 5～7


Every fall the professors at Beloit College publish their Mindset List, a dictionary of all the deeply ingrained cultural references that will make no sense to the bright-eyed students of the incoming class. It's a kind of time travel, to remind us how far we've come. This year's freshmen were typically born in 1991. That means, the authors explain, they have never used a card catalog to find a book; salsa has always outsold ketchup; women have always outnumbered men in college. There has always been blue Jell-O.

In 1991 we were fighting a war in Iraq, and still are; health care needed reforming, and still does. But before despairing that some things never change, consider how much has. In 1991 the world watched a black motorist named Rodney King be beaten by L.A. cops, all of whom were acquitted; a majority of whites still disapproved of interracial marriage. Ask yourself, Would the people we were then have voted for a mixed-race President and a black First Lady?

That year, apartheid was repealed, the Soviet Union collapsed, the Dow broke 3000. The next year, the first commercial text message was sent; now there are more transmitted every day than there are people on the planet. In the time it took for toddlers to turn into teenagers, we decoded the human genome and everyone got a cell phone, an iPod, a GPS and a DVR. As the head-spinning viral video “Did You Know” informs us, the top 10 jobs in demand in 2010 did not exist six years ago, so “we're preparing kids for jobs that don't yet exist using technologies we haven't yet invented.”

We have managed, rather gracefully, far more change than we predicted would come; it turns out that our past's vision of the future was not visionary enough. This is often the case: reality puts prophecy to shame. “Sensible and responsible women do not want to vote，” declared Grover Cleveland in 1905. Harry Truman, in his 1950 State of the Union address to mark the midcentury, predicted that “our total national production 50 years from now will be four times as much as it is today.” It turned out to be more than 33 times as large. “It will be gone by June，” promised Variety in 1955—talking about rock'n'roll. “It will be years—not in my time—before a woman will become Prime Minister，” declared Margaret Thatcher in 1969.

Leaders rely on the future as a vaccine against the present. The Soviets have put a man in space? “I believe we should go to the moon，” President Kennedy announces. “I have a dream，” the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. declares as the world around him burns. Maybe the promise is realized, even surpassed; maybe it keeps receding, pulling us along. “The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time，” Abraham Lincoln supposedly observed. Which is true for those in charge of creating it but maybe not for the rest of us. When we pause and look back, we get to see the past's future, know how the story turned out. Did we rise to the occasion? Did we triumph? Did we blink?

The past's power comes from experience, the lessons it dares us to dismiss on the grounds that maybe things will be different this time. The future's power is born of experiment, and the endless grudge match between fear and hope. We are having a dozen simultaneous conversations right now about change: in our institutions, our culture, our treatment of the planet and of one another.

It's tempting to just stand stock-still and squeeze your eyes shut and wait for the moment to pass, or else hoard canned goods and assume the worst. This has been an awfully ugly summer of argument, and you'd be forgiven for concluding that we've lost our will to face or fix anything. We'll just dance with the devils we know, thank you. But if you look past Washington, past Wall Street, turn down the volume and go outside and walk around, you'll find the parcels of grace, of ingenuity and enterprise—people riding change like a skateboard, speeding off a ramp, twisting, flipping, somehow landing with a rush of a wind and wheels—and wonder that it somehow hasn't killed us yet.

When members of the freshman class of 2027 look back at our future, what's likely to surprise them most? Will they marvel that gays were once not allowed to marry—or that they ever were? That we waited while the planet warmed, or that we acted to save it? That we protected the poor, or empowered them, or ignored them? That we lived within our means, or beyond them? We'll make our choices one day at a time, but our kids will judge our generation for what we generate, and what we leave undone. (1003)



5．Why does the author introduce the Mindset List published by professors at Beloit College at the beginning of the passage?

6．What does the author mean by saying that “our past's vision of the future was not visionary enough” (para. 4)?

7．Explain the statement “Leaders rely on the future as a vaccine against the present.” (para. 5) Make your comment.

【内容概要】

本文介绍随着科技的发展进步和社会巨变，人们对世界、对过去的认识和未来的展望、以及精神心态方面必然会发生的变化，这一切会在生活的各个方面体现出来，包括生活方式习惯、日常生活用品、意识形态、通讯方式和工具等等。这样的变化既是渐进的，又是突变式的。重要的是我们怎样来保持前进的步伐和增强对社会演变的认识。本文不长，但是为了说明历史的演变，作者在短短的篇幅里就提及了好几个过去一个世纪里发生的重大历史事件（当然有不少是和美国历史相关的），平时应加强知识积累，我们的视野会逐渐变得越来越宽阔。

【词语解析】

ingrained a
 . 深深渗入的，根深蒂固的

Jell-O n
 . 果子冻（商标名）

ketchup n
 . 番茄酱

mindset n
 . 精神状态，思想倾向

ramp n
 . 人造斜坡，坡道

salsa n
 . （墨西哥）辣沙司

stock-still a
 . 静止的，一动不动的

viral a
 . 病毒的

【参考答案与解析】

5．The author introduces the Mindset List to show the significance of helping young generaion understand the rapid social, political, economic, scientific and technological changes and developments in modern society over the past decades. It is a kind of “dictionary” providing all kinds of cultural references and a kind of “time travel” which can help young students see more clearly the relationship between the past and the future and to be better prepared for a comprehensive outlook of the world.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第一段。Beloit College教授编写供入学新生参考的Mindset List的目的在于增强学生对社会发展进步演变的认识，这也有助于他们的学业和为了踏上社会作好准备。time travel这一认识尤其值得我们重视。

6．The author tries to tell us that reality often develops faster than we realize, expect or predict. He points out that “reality puts prophecy to shame”, which means that our prediction of the future often proved to be wrong, or “backward”. The human society develops much faster than people imagined or predicted. The examples given by the author show that over the past decades some of our predictions are either wrong or just the opposite of the reality. (One interesting example is Thatcher declared in 1969 that no woman would become Prime Minister, but about 10 years later she herself became the first Prime Minister in the UK!)

本题考查通过上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。具体内容主要见第四段。作者指出的reality puts prophecy to shame值得我们特别关注，这说明，我们的认识和理解往往跟不上社会的发展进步，也更说明了我们需要不断提高自己的认识并开拓视野。

7．The author means that political leaders or statesmen often use the future as a strategy to deal with or tackle the problems they are facing at the present. We can say this kind of reliance on future is often for propaganda purposes and also tries to distract the attention of the public away from the current problems. The word “vaccine” is a term used in medicine, meaning something used to protect people against diseases, and here it is used figuratively to indicate that future often served either as a weapon or instrument to defend the national or diplomatic policies political leaders make or propose. However, it is not always effective or useful as the leaders expect.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。主要内容见第五段。作者指出，政治家和国家领袖往往依靠对未来的前景展望来吸引民众转移其注意，同时作为对付和摆脱眼前面临的危机问题等的一个策略。

Passage 3


Questions 8～10


At a recent Internet culture conference at the MIT in Cambridge, a local ice-cream shop offered to make a custom flavor for the event. After some discussion, the organizers decided that it should be vanilla ice cream mixed with Nerds candies, “because the Internet is primarily white and nerdy，” explains Chris Csikszentmihalyi, who directs the MIT Center for Future Civic Media. While a joke, the ice-cream flavor was also a serious commentary on the digital divide that has grown between those who created the Internet—mostly affluent, white, male programmers—and the billions of people with whom they share little in common.

There's a push among development specialists to provide more people with Internet connections and the assumption that these new Web citizens can then reap the same benefits as communities who've long been online. This may not be the case, however. While few people dispute the value of getting the world online, many Internet experts say that current Web content has little relevance and thus little appeal to those whose lifestyle is worlds away from programmers in the United States and Europe. If the majority of the world is to use the Web for more than just a few basic functions, Internet developers must address this gap.

Even in the US, this has proved to be a problem. A new study at Northwestern University found that, among Americans, those from privileged backgrounds tend to have much higher skill levels and use the Web for more activities than those from less affluent families with equal Internet access. “Just because people gain access doesn't mean that now they know how to use the Internet，” says the author Eszter Hargittai, “Even if we put a lot of effort into connecting more people ［the concern is that］ even once people obtain access, we will continue to observe considerable variation in their skills and online behavior.”

For those outside the US, crossing the digital divide may seem even more daunting. In the Middle East, since 2000, Internet use has grown faster than anywhere else in the world. Although there are more Arabs online every day and their language is the world's fifth most widely spoken, less than 1 percent of Web content is in Arabic. Within the region, Jordan has been one of the most active countries bridging the digital divide. Here the information technology (IT) sector enjoys strong support from King Abdullah Ⅱ and makes up 12 percent of the nation's GDP. According to StartupArabia, a website dedicated to tracking Arab tech companies, only the United Arab Emirates has surpassed Jordan in the number of start-ups.

“Jordan doesn't have resources. We don't have oil; we don't have any major mineral resources; the only thing we have is education，” says Khamis Omar, dean of the IT department at the Princess Sumaya University for Technology in Amman. Despite these successes, Jordan is still on the far side of the perceived chasm. Only 54 percent of Jordanian homes have a personal computer and about 30 percent of people use the Internet. Of those who don't have computers, about half said they couldn't afford them while 40 percent said they didn't need them.

In some regards, it may take decades for the Internet, like other technological revolutions, to take firm root outside its place of origin, says Steven Low, a computer science professor at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena. “It takes time not only for the technology to mature, but also for ［a different］ society to learn how to use it and then adapt how you live or how you work to make the most use of it，” he says. “That process has been going on in the developed world for the last several decades in terms of IT…but it's only starting for the developing world.” In the meantime, Robert Fadel of the nonprofit One Laptop Per Child says one of the most important things is to continue making technology available to more people so they can find ways to make it applicable to their lives. In the past two years, OLPC has helped distribute 1.5 million laptops to children in 35 countries.

“Children with the support of their community and their parents and teachers, will find it all out, they will discover it. We can help them out by giving them the freedom and the access to use such tools，” says Mr. Fadel. He adds that worrying that people might not get the full benefit of the Internet because they don't know how to use it, is like worrying that people may not benefit from a library if no one explains how to use it.

Still, Mr. Hargittai says that, for real Internet equality, it will likely take more than simply putting the tools in people's hands. Organizations working to bridge the divide must “devote resources to offering support, and potentially having a center where people can go for support, offering informal classes or instruction for the community，” she says. She adds that any classes would need to effectively target the necessary audience, as many people may not know how much more they have to learn. (1103)



8．What is the digital divide discussed in the passage? What does such a social gap tell us?

9．Why does the author say that “For those outside the US, crossing the digital divide may seem even more daunting.”? (para. 4)

10．What is the explanation given by the computer science professor Steven Low?

【内容概要】

本文介绍高技术的迅速发展和普及造成的社会更大的贫富差距（digital divide）。文章以在美国麻省理工学院举行的一个网络文化会议为引子，以美国和其他一些国家为例，尖锐地指出，因特网的普及并不一定能缩小贫富之间的差距，如果处置不当，有可能使富人和穷人之间的鸿沟进一步拉大。文章引述了部分专家和学者的看法，提出了要取得实现切实的Internet equality应注意的问题和采取的措施。

【词语解析】

nerdy a
 . 令人讨厌的，令人乏味的

emirate n
 . 埃米尔，酋长国

chasm n
 . 裂口，峡谷

【参考答案与解析】

8．It is used to refer to the social gap between two groups of people and reflected from the use of Internet. On one side are those rich, white, male programmers who created Internet, and on the other are those billions of people in the world who share little in common with the first group. It is a big sign of social inequality showing a great gap between the rich and the poor in the digital age.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段。作者提出了在高技术和数字时代出现的数字鸿沟（digital divide）现象，实际上是社会的贫富差距的同义语，只是在其形式上会有所不同。换言之，也可以这么说，在数字时代，如何缩小贫富之间的鸿沟依然是一项极为艰巨的任务。

9．It is more difficult/discouraging to close the gap between the rich and the poor based on the use of Internet in many other countries as the gap is wider and variations greater in skills and online behavior. On one hand the Internet use is growing faster in Middle East. and Jorden is much advanced than other Arabic countries and is most active in bridging the divide. But on the other hand they are still “on the far side” of the perceived gap (chasm) and the percentage of homes owning personal computer and people using Internet is still much lower than expected.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要见第四段。作者介绍了美国的数字鸿沟现象，接着介绍了世界其他地区的数字技术的普及情况以作为对比比较，说明在一些较为落后的地区和国家，缩小数字鸿沟的问题可能更为艰巨。

10．His explanation is that it takes time for the maturity of the technology related to the use of computer and the Internet, and also takes time for other societies to learn how to use such technology. His prediction is decades will be needed for the popularity of the Internet and adaptation will be inevitable in the way we live and we work. And in terms of IT the developed world has been undergoing such changes for decades, so it's natural for the developing world to take longer time to complete the process.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要信息见第六段。Steven Low教授对相关问题的各个方面作了较为全面的审视和分析，他的讨论有历史观，有分析比较，有一定的说服力，也有建设性的意见。

Passage 4


Questions 11～14


It is 15 years since Moises Naim coined the memorable phrase “corruption eruption”. But there is no sign of the eruption dying down. Indeed, there is so much molten lava and sulphurous ash around that some of the world's biggest companies have been covered in it. Siemens and Daimler have recently been forced to pay gargantuan fines. BHP Billiton has admitted that it may have been involved in bribery. America's Department of Justice is investigating some 150 companies, targeting oil and drugs firms in particular.

The ethical case against corruption is too obvious to need spelling out. But many companies still believe that, in this respect at least, there is a regrettable tension between the dictates of ethics and the logic of business. Bribery is the price that you must pay to enter some of the world's most difficult markets (the “when in Rome” argument). Bribery can also speed up the otherwise glacial pace of bureaucracy (the “efficient grease” hypothesis). And why not? The chances of being caught are small while the rewards can be big and immediate.

But do you really have to behave like a Roman to thrive in Rome? Philip Nichols, of the Wharton School, points out that plenty of Western firms have prospered in emerging markets without getting their hands dirty, including Reebok, Google and Novo Nor disk. IKEA has gone to great lengths to fight corruption in Russia. What is more, Mr. Nichols argues, it is misguided to dismiss entire countries as corrupt. Even the greasiest-palmed places are in fact ambivalent about corruption: they invariably have laws against it and frequently produce politicians who campaign against it. Multinationals should help bolster the rules of the game rather than pandering to the most unscrupulous players.

And is “grease” really all that efficient? In a paper published by the World Bank, the authors subjected the “efficient grease” hypothesis to careful scrutiny. They found that companies that pay bribes actually end up spending more time negotiating with bureaucrats. The prospect of a pay-off gives officials an incentive to haggle over regulations. The paper also found that borrowing is more expensive for corrupt companies.

The hidden costs of corruption are almost always much higher than companies imagine. Corruption inevitably begets ever more corruption. Corruption also exacts a high psychological cost on those who engage in it. Mr. Nichols says that corrupt business people habitually compare their habit to having an affair: no sooner have you given in to temptation than you are trapped in a world of secrecy and guilt. On the other hand, the benefits of rectitude can be striking. Oil giant Texaco had such an incorruptible reputation that African border guards were said to wave its jeeps through without engaging in the ritual shakedown. Moreover, the likelihood of being caught is dramatically higher than it was a few years ago. The internet has handed much more power to whistle-blowers. Every year Transparency International publishes its Corruption Perceptions Index, and its Global Corruption Barometer.

The likelihood of prosecution is also growing. The Obama administration has revamped the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and is using it to pursue corporate malefactors the world over. The Department of Justice is pursuing far more cases than it ever has before. Recent legislation has made senior managers personally liable for corruption on their watch. They risk a spell in prison as well as huge fines. The vagueness of the legislation means that the authorities may prosecute for lavish entertainment as well as more blatant bribes.

America is no longer a lone ranger. Thirty-eight countries have now signed up to the OECD's 1997 anti-corruption convention, leading to a spate of cross-border prosecutions. In February Britain's BAE Systems, a giant arms company, was fined $400m as a result of a joint British and American investigation. Since then a more ferocious Bribery Act has come into force in Britain. On April 1st Daimler was fined $185m as a result of a joint American and German investigation which examined the firm's behaviour in 22 countries.

Companies caught between these two mighty forces—the corruption and anti-corruption eruptions—need to start taking the problem seriously. A Transparency International study of 500 prominent firms revealed that the average company only scored 17 out of a possible 50 points on “anti-corruption practices.” Companies need to develop explicit codes of conduct on corruption, train their staff to handle demands for pay-offs and back them up when they refuse them. Clubbing together and campaigning for reform can also help.

This may all sound a bit airy-fairy given that so many companies are struggling just to survive the recession. But there is nothing airy-fairy about the $16 billion in fines that Siemens has paid to the American and German governments. And there is nothing airy-fairy about a spell in prison. The phrase “doing well by doing good” is one of the most irritating parts of the CSR mantra. But when it comes to corruption, it might just fit the bill. (1103)



11．Explain the sentence “Indeed, there is so much molten lava and sulphurous ash around that some of the world's biggest companies have been covered in it.” (para. 1)

12．Explain the “when in Rome” argument and the “efficient grease” hypothesis. (para. 2)

13．What is Philip Nichols's view about corruption?

14．What is the author's advice for companies against corruption?

【内容概要】

腐败是人类社会的一个顽疾，与之的斗争也是长期的、艰巨的。文章以介绍十多年前美国学者提出的corruption eruption说法开始，概括介绍了贪污腐败流行的现状，相关机构推出的Corruption Perceptions Index和Global Corruption Barometer，各国的应对措施，及有关学者专家的看法和分析等。作者指出，行贿受贿由人的私利和侥幸心理所驱动，但其实际效果可能适得其反，甚至有可能使得有关公司企业付出更大的代价，同时对卷入此类丑行的人员的心理压力也是相当巨大的。文章介绍了部分国家和企业公司在与贪污腐败、行贿受贿作斗争方面推出的举措以及取得的成绩。

【词语解析】

a spate of 大量

airy-fairy a
 . 轻浮的，优雅的

beget v
 . 生（子女），产生，招致

blatant a
 . 赤裸裸的

gargantuan a
 . 庞大的，巨大的

haggle v
 . 争论，讨价还价

malefactor n
 . 作恶者，坏人

molten lava n
 . 熔岩

pander v
 . 迎合

pay-off n
 . 分赃，报偿

rectitude n
 . 正直，公正

revamp v
 . 改制，翻新

shakedown n
 . 彻底搜查

whistle-blower n
 . 告密者，揭发者

【参考答案与解析】

11．It is a figurative description which uses the scene of the eruption of volcanoes to describe the situation the companies face when involved in bribery and corruption. The molten lava and sulphurous ash produced from the eruption of volcanoes is used to describe/compare the troubles, criticisms, attacks, punishments those companies face and the consequences and impacts of corruption.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第一段。本文从介绍Moises Naim 多年前提出的“腐败大爆发”（corruption eruption）一语开始，探讨世界各国都面临的贪污腐败问题。该句子即是用火山爆发的形象比喻来形容一些世界著名大企业所面临的腐败现象。

12．Both expressions are used as excuses for bribery and corruption when firms operating in emerging markets. The first one come from the idiom “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”, which means “to behave like a Roman to thrive in Rome” and the implied meaning is a guest should respect and follow the habits and traditions of the host. The efficient grease is another figurative expression used as an excuse for speeding up the slow pace of bureaucracy or for smooth operating of companies in such markets. Thus bribery is considered as the inevitable “prices” to pay to enter the difficult markets.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，相关信息见第二段。腐败现象的产生有其历史原因和社会原因，也会有种种理由为这一类现象辩护。这一问题涉及的两种观点就是对这类行为的辩护，作者对这两种所谓的理由作了介绍，也给出了专家的意见和自己的剖析。

13．His view is that corruption is not the necessry or inevitable solution. As many Western companies have succeeded in emerging market without being involved in corruption, efforts can be made to fight corruption. Even in the most corrupt countries, the attitude about corruption is often ambivalent as they have laws against corruption and their politicians often start campaign against corruption. So there are favourable conditions for stopping corruption.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要见第三、五两段。Philip Nichols对社会上流行的腐败现象、对为腐败行为辩护的观点的观察和分析较为全面，也有相当的深度，值得考生作一比较和加深体会。

14．According to the author, the hidden costs of corruption are often higher than companies imagine, corruption causes more corruption, the possibility of being caught for corruption is higher than before, and the likelihood of prosecution for corruption is growing. So companies should start taking corruption seriously, they need to develop “explicit codes of conduct” on corruption, train staff to handle demands for “pay-offs”, support staff when they refuse pay-offs and organize campaigning (“clubbing together”) for such reform.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见最后两段。作者对腐败行为持明确的否定态度，认为在现代的司法制度下，从长远来看，参与贪污腐败行为的无论是个人还是企业公司，最终是得不偿失、身败名裂的，因此应坚持原则，对其展开坚持不懈的斗争。

Passage 5


Questions 15～18


It was back in 1966, when America's postwar consensus was showing some cracks, that Lou Harris launched his Alienation Index. Harris set out to measure an unsettling twist in the American story. “The hottest idea was that a mood of radical helplessness was blanketing the land，” observes Rick Perlstein, author of the rollicking cultural history Nixonland
 . “America was suffering an epidemic of ‘alienation’.” College kids were spitting on the American flag; suburban moms were marching against the war. The best-seller lists included books challenging the conclusions of the Warren Commission report on Kennedy's assassination. The President was an object of ridicule. “In Texas，” an airline executive told TIME that October, “they wouldn't believe Johnson if he told them that next month was November.”

So Harris devised five statements to measure how removed people felt from their leaders. The index derives from the average number of people who agree that “the rich get richer and the poor get poorer, what you think doesn't count very much anymore; the people running the country don't really care what happens to you; most people in power try to take advantage of people like you, you're left out of things going on around you.”

These were sentiments that in other words defined the debate in 2010, as Tea Party protesters carried signs saying, DC: THE LONGER YOU STAY, THE LESS YOU REMEMBER ABOUT US, and bumper stickers declared that PUBLIC IGNORANCE IS CORPORATE BLISS. Between bailouts, deficits, another confounding war and a President whose approval rating ended the year at a personal low of 36％ (but who could take comfort that Congress's stood at 11％), it would be easy to think America is, more than ever, Alienation Nation.

But that would be wrong. The Alienation Index, which stood at 29 in 1966, climbed to 59 in 1974 (the conclusion of Watergate) and reached 62 in 1983, in the midst of the Reagan recession. It kept rising during the first Bush Administration, to 66 in 1991 when the sense of common purpose fed by the first Gulf War gave way to economic gloom. That helped put the Democrats back in the White House after 12 years, but two government shutdowns in 1995 drove the index to a high of 67 as the evening news showed lawmakers squabbling while the NIH hotline went unanswered, toxic-waste cleanup was halted, passport applications went unprocessed and tourists were turned away from 368 national-park sites.

So how does the present moment compare? In 2010 the index was 52—lower than it has been for most of the past 20 years. It's not that people think Washington is suddenly warm and welcoming and sensitive to their needs: fully 70％ of people think the nation's leaders are out of touch. But how people feel about politicians may not matter as much as how we feel about ourselves—and only 37％ of us feel that we are left out of things going on around us, compared with 51％ in 1995.

Every day brings new evidence of a kind of personal empowerment, fueled by technology, that represents the very opposite of alienation. Feel helpless about media bias? Start a blog. Find popular culture coarse? Make your own movies on your smart phone. The iconic tableau of democracy in the new year came not from Washington but from Newark N.J., where Mayor Cory Booker delivered diapers to a mom after her brother tweeted that she was trapped, snowbound. Suddenly, politics is flat.

As opportunities change, so do expectations. This past Thanksgiving, even as the recovery staggered and wheezed, 41％ of Americans said they felt they had more to be thankful for than they did a few years ago. Fewer than a quarter are grateful for the current economic climate—one-third as many as 25 years ago—but 66％ are grateful for their personal economic situation. A Gallup poll finds that 58％ think 2011 will be better than 2010; 42％ even think the U.S. will be governed better this year.

The Mad as Hell political narrative isn't going away, partly because watching the gargoyles do combat on cable has a certain entertainment value, and there is plenty to give viewers heartburn. But if I were a politician plotting my approach and agenda in 2011, I'd pay less attention to the noise, unless you're reading the bumper sticker that says SOMEWHAT IRRITATED ABOUT EXTREME OUTRAGE. (1109)



15．What is the “Alienation Index”? Why did Lou Harris launch this index?

16．Explain the sentence “These were sentiments that in other words defined the debate in 2010.” (para. 3) What do these sentiments tell us?

17．What do the changes of the Alienation Index over the past decades tell us?

18．What is “personal empowerment”? What does the author mean by saying that “Suddenly, politics is flat”? (para. 6)

【内容概要】

早在1966年，Lou Harris就针对美国社会存在的不平等现象和人们对社会生活中令人不满的方面提出了了一种称之为Alienation Index（异化指数）的测评标准。具体的做法是，他设计了5个陈述来对被调查者进行测评，根据他们的回答来检验他们对当权的领导者的感情距离和好恶态度。通过对人们的回答的统计，便得出了所谓的异化指数。从文章提供的指数变化来看，在过去近半个世纪的时间里，随着美国的社会政治经济方面的变化，人们对政府的不满有显著的增长趋势，可见美国社会存在许多不尽如人意的方面。

【词语解析】

bailout n
 . 紧急（财政）援助

bumper sticker n
 . 粘贴在汽车保险杠上的小标语（宣传、广告用）

gargoyles n
 . 面貌丑恶的人

heartburn n
 . 胃灼热，烧心

rollick a
 . 喧闹的，欢闹的

shutdown n
 . 停业，关闭

squabble v
 . 口角，争吵

tableau n
 . 舞台造型，生动的画面

tweet v
 . 啾啾地叫，发短信

wheeze v
 . 气喘吁吁

【参考答案与解析】

15．The index was first proposed by Lou Harris in 1966 to measure “an unsettling twist in the American story”. He used five statements to measure people's dissatisfaction, resentment, complaint (“how removed people felt from their leaders”). The index is based on the average number of people who agree with these statements so as to display the “alienation” between the government and the general public.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。主要信息见第一段。美国学者Lou Harris于近半个世纪前推出的异化指数（Alienation Index）颇具深刻的现实意义，也是值得执政者认真思考的。文章作者给出了简明扼要的介绍，全文也是围绕该主题展开的。

16．The sentence means that those sentiments reflecting people's attitudes towards the government and leaders decades ago were shown again in the debate in 2010, which displays no improvement in the relationship between the public and the government. The sentiments show their dissatisfaction with the government and the widening gap between the rich and the poor, and between the ordinary people and their leaders, they also show lack of democracy and equality in the American society.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，相关信息见第三段。作者把近半个世纪前提出的异化指数和今天的美国现实状况联系起来，说明公众和国家执政党、执政者之间的对立现象依然相当严重，Harris提出的五个statements也力图揭示相关的异化现象。

17．The changes of the Alienation Index are outstanding enough: from 29 in 1966, 59 in 1974, 62 in 1983, 66 in 1991, and the height of 67 after 1995. The changes show the greater alienation between the people and their leaders and the government. Although it was down to 52 in 2010, there is no much improvement in their thinking of the government. Today the public is more indifferent to politicians and what matters more is how people “feel about ourselves”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第四、五两段。作者介绍了过去几十年来根据调查统计所得的异化指数的变化，总体呈较大的上升趋势，说明美国的公众对执政党和政治家的不满在加深，相关的社会问题日趋严重，老百姓的不满情绪在增长。

18．Personal empowerment is closely related to the advancement of technology and it refers to the basic human right the public enjoy with the aid of high technology. It can also be considered “the very opposite of alienation”. Today they have more channels to express their opinions, dissatisfactions and expectations. In a sense, we can say that some kind of democracy is realised with the help of social media, and the gaps between the people and the leaders are somewhat narrowed. Such kind of change is shown with the example of Mayor of Newark's response to the twitter from a man about the saving of the trapped mom.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，相关信息见最后三段。高技术的发展和信息时代的来临不可避免地对社会结构、政治结构及意识形态带来巨大的影响。作者一方面指出，异化指数在增长，表明社会矛盾的加剧和社会公众的不满，另一方面随着数字时代的来临，公众的权利在加强，社会的民主程度在提高，社会不可避免地变得越来越“平等”了。

Passage 6


Questions 19～21


There's a time bomb ticking in America's private pension system. Although the airline industry's hefty $32 billion in unfunded pensions has captured headlines in recent months, the problem extends much further. Automotive companies, for instance, have about $60 billion in pension shortfalls. The Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. says U.S. pension underfunding at large companies grew 27％ last year, to $354 billion. The deficit for all companies was a staggering $450 billion. Compare that with a total shortfall of less than $50 billion in 2000, and it's clear that this fast-growing crisis must be addressed while the PBGC—already facing a $23 billion deficit after taking over terminated plans from the likes of Bethlehem Steel and United Airlines—can still shoulder the burden.

If this all sounds a bit familiar, it should. In the 1980s, the Federal Savings ＆ Loan Insurance Corp., the government-sponsored insurance fund for the thrift industry, watched as the nation's S＆Ls fell victim to a toxic brew of skyrocketing interest rates, lax oversight, imprudent lending, and outright fraud. The feds stepped in and the government eventually led a $223 billion (in today's dollars) bailout of the industry. One reason the taxpayer tab was so high was that the government was slow to react. That's why Washington should get serious about a pension fix now.

First, Congress must bring some sanity to the bedlam of pension contribution rules. Now, companies can be technically current in funding while owing billions in shortfalls, and they can increase benefits even when they haven't funded existing promises. For example, Bethlehem Steel's pension plan was 84％ funded on a current-liability basis, but only 45％ funded when all termination costs were tallied—with a shortfall of $4.3 billion when the company finally handed its plan over to the PBGC in 2002. Yet because of various loopholes, Bethlehem wasn't required to make any catch-up contributions for years prior to its plan termination and even avoided making any cash contributions in the three years before it ditched the plan.

United Airlines' record was even worse: It wasn't required to make cash contributions to its pilot pension plan from 2000 to 2004, even though that plan was $3 billion in arrears. United's employee plans were technically fully funded on a current account basis, but only 41％ funded at termination. United dumped all its plans on the PBGC earlier this spring for a total shortfall of $9.8 billion—of which the PBGC is on the hook to pay $6.6 billion. To prevent similar abuse of the system, rules are needed that extend tax incentives to companies that prefund pensions when they are financially flush but set tougher timetables for making up shortfalls later.

Second, Congress needs to sharply increase the premiums the PBGC can charge underfunded plans. Today there is little difference between what is paid by companies that have adequately funded their plans and those that haven't. Instead, the PBGC should be allowed to charge higher premiums to companies with shaky finances or large unfunded liabilities. Risk-adjusted pricing is already commonplace in financial products such as mortgages, where buyers who put up higher downpayments on their homes get cheaper rates, and car insurance, where bad drivers pay more. It's also used by federal bank insurers for setting deposit insurance rates. So applying risk-based pricing to pension insurance premiums isn't exactly revolutionary. But it's unpopular with many weak companies and with labor groups that fear employers will simply stop offering defined benefit pensions if premiums get higher.

Yet that argument may already be academic. The number of workers covered by such pensions has been dropping for at least 20 years as employers have shifted toward often cheaper 401(k)-type plans. Thus, Congress' first priority should be to force companies to fully fund their pensions over the next few years—lessening the hit taxpayers could shoulder if the PBGC becomes overwhelmed with underfunded plans later.

Finally, Congress must act to ensure that all workers receive timely, understandable information detailing whether their pension plans are adequately funded. Under current law, the PBGC receives financial information on the most risky underfunded plans fairly early, but cannot disclose it. Instead, companies can take up to 30 months to report plan finances publicly—often too late for workers to press for more responsible pension management. Greater transparency will also give employees a reality check when companies offer meaningless benefits that they can't realistically afford. Indeed, the sooner more light is cast on the festering pension mess, the better for workers—and taxpayers. (0509)



19．What is the “fast growing crisis” in America's pension system? How serious is the situation? Give some examples.

20．What is “risk-adjusted pricing”? Why does the author say that “applying risk-based pricing to pension insurance premiums isn't exactly revolutionary” (para. 5)?

21．Give a brief summary of the proposals about a pension fix given by the author.

【内容概要】

本文的主题为美国公司企业的养老金体系遭遇巨大缺口的问题。文章以Bethlehem Steel和United Airlines等公司为例，公司养老金资金供应短缺额近年来大幅增长，达到3,500多亿美元。文章提出，国会应负责使公司养老金分担额交付处于有序的状态，尽量避免拖欠或晚交的现象；其次，国会应该使退休金补贴保证公司能对养老金分担额交付不足的公司征收更高的保险费；第三，国会应采取措施保证所有公司员工及时收到其参加的养老金计划的资金是否及时交付提供的信息。

【词语解析】

401(k) 401(k)方案，指美国允许雇员免税存钱待使用该笔款项再行纳税的一种退休福利

bailout n
 . 紧急援助

bedlam n
 . 混乱，喧闹

catch-up a
 . 有助于赶上的，竞争的

current-liability basis n
 . 现行负债，流动负债

defined benefit pension n
 . 限定受益额退休金计划

ditch v
 . 丢弃，躲避

downpayment n
 . 定金，（分期付款）初付款额

dump v
 . 丢弃，除掉

fester v
 . 化脓，使溃烂

flush a
 . 充裕的，大量的

hefty a
 . 数额巨大的，笨重的

lax a
 . 不严格的，放纵的

on the hook 担负责任

shortfall n
 . 不足之量，差额

tab n
 . 待付帐单/费用

tally v
 . 计算，合计

underfunding v
 . 对…提供资金不足

【参考答案与解析】

19．The “fast growing crisis” refers to the situation of huge amounts of unfunded pensions. In four years' time, the “deficit” of pension underfunding for all companies in America has increased nine times, growing from $50 billion in 2000 to $450 billion in 2004, which has put great pressure on PBGC.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段。美国的养老金体系由于许多企业公司、尤其是一些大型企业长期拖欠应承担的养老金基金额而遭遇重大危机，作者对相关的严重问题做了扼要介绍并提供了一些令人触目惊心的数据。

20．“Risk-adjusted pricing” refers to the practice of financial pricing based on the probability of risks. The author says it isn't exactly “revolutionary” because, as he points out, it has already been practiced in a number of financial products, such as mortgages and car insurance.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子并作出解释的能力，主要信息见第五段。作者对有人提出的risk-adjusted pricing的做法做了介绍，并将这一做法和金融保险行业的一些相近的做法做了比较，指出可能的利弊。

21．According to the author, congress must revise pension contribution rules and increase the premiums when companies have not “adequately” funded pension plans. On the other hand, congress must ensure all workers receive “timely, understandable information” about whether their pension plans are timely funded.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和解读，相关内容主要见第三至五段，文章作者对养老金制度的正常维系和健康运转并保障养老金领取者的基本利益提出了一些建议，并给出了自己的解释，考生可根据相关信息给出简要的总结说明。

Passage 7


Questions 22～25


Britain is suffering a brain drain of highly educated women who struggle to find jobs that match their ability when they return to work after childbirth. A series of reports to be published in the next month highlight concerns that the job market is too inflexible to accommodate the needs of young mothers. Experts argue that billions of pounds of skills and experience are being lost to the economy. The American sociologist Sylvia Hewlett has just completed a study into the problem and will be briefing MPs next month. She believes that while there are many “off-ramps”—opportunities for women to quit careers—there are too few “on-ramps” that allow them to climb back onto the career ladder. In an earlier study Hewlett found that 33％ of American women with MBAs were not in full-time work, compared with 5％ of their male counterparts.

In Britain, an Equal Opportunities Commission study is expected to show that women are “channelled” into dead-end jobs or forced to abandon their careers after starting a family. The study will argue that “flexible working” is not being applied effectively. Chief executive Caroline Slocock cited the dilemma of a working mother who had to collect a toddler from playgroup but was faced with an office culture that valued late working. The result was she had to go part-time or quit. “Everyone loses out，” said Slocock. “Employers lose the skills and experience of valued staff and have to recruit and retrain replacements. The economy loses out. The workers involved lose a career or end up with low pay.”

A report to be published tomorrow by the Institute for Public Policy Research finds that 48％ of mothers with a child under five now work, a rapid rise from 5％ in 1990. People are now less likely to say that a woman's place is in the home; the proportion who believe that has dropped from a third to a sixth in 15 years. However, the institute report, written by Professor Peter Taylor-Gooby, finds that women suffer a “double burden” because, although many now have careers, they are seen by both men and women as the obvious half of a partnership to do most of the childcare.

The complexities of combining the needs of a working mother with the needs of her employer are illustrated by the case of Jessica Starmer, a 26-year-old Oxford graduate and airline pilot with one child. At an employment tribunal, still proceeding, she has claimed that the refusal by British Airways to let her reduce her flying hours by 50％ amounts to sex discrimination. BA says it requires pilots with fewer than 2,000 hours' experience—Starmer has 1,100-to work at least 75％ of a normal rate. Starmer said last month: “I have been a pilot for four years. The job involves early starts, late finishes and stays away from home, and it would be impossible to find childcare if I was working full-time. For BA to say I can't have the part-time work is discriminating against women.”

Some companies have recognised that they lose a valuable resource if they fail to encourage women to resume work after childbirth. Price Waterhouse Coopers gives all women employees with children an extra 20％ of their salary in the form of childcare vouchers for one year, and the proportion of women who return to the firm after maternity leave has shot up from 40％ to 92％. Senior researcher Alexandra Jones said flexible working had been “badly implemented” in many companies. “If the person works in a team, it can be that the rest of the team have to pick up that work and the individual feels bad. That's poor management.”

However, Jill Kirby, of the Centre for Policy Studies, said it was wrong to cast high-flying women as the thwarted victims of an unfair working culture. Mothers who were career-driven would succeed “come what may，” she said. Many women chose to take less high-pressure jobs to spend more time with their family. “There is a tendency for highly educated women to go for the family option because they have high aspirations for their children，” said Kirby. (0509)



22．Give your explanation of the two metaphorical expressions of “off-ramps” and “on-ramps” (para. 1) used by the American sociologist Sylvia Hewlett.

23．Why does Peter Taylor-Gooby say that women suffer a “double burden”?

24．What can be learned from the case of Jessica Starmer?

25．What is Jill Kirby's view about the issue?

【内容概要】

本文具体内容为英国受过高等教育的妇女人才的流失和浪费问题。文章介绍了相关的调查研究报告，发现妇女在结婚生育子女后，她们的再就业机会受到很大影响，flexible working制度未得到有效实施，年轻母亲往往面临double burden，而且受到不同程度的歧视。根据研究人员的看法，在相关政策和制度方面应做适当的调整，以鼓励和支持年轻母亲的就业。作者同时也介绍了对该问题的不同看法。

【词语解析】

dead-end a
 . 尽头的，没有发展前景的

high-flying a
 . 很有抱负的，雄心勃勃的

ramp n
 . 斜坡，坡道，滑轨

tribunal n
 . 法庭

voucher n
 . 担保人，保证人

【参考答案与解析】

22．The two expressions are used to describe the opportunities women have to either quit or return to their careers after childbirth. “Off-ramps” are opportunities for women to leave their jobs (which are many) while “on-ramps” are chances for women to return to their previous careers after childbirth (which are few).

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，主要信息见第一、二两段。作者指出了英国的年轻母亲在生育子女后在就业和事业发展方面遭遇的困难，并指出这是一种人才流失和浪费，对社会和个人都有损失。

23．He says this because on one side, many mothers now have their jobs, and on the other side, they are still regarded as the one in a family responsible for the caring of children, thus the pressure for them must be much heavier.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子，并给出解释的能力。相关信息见第三段。Peter Taylor-Gooby教授在其研究报告中指出了婚后仍在从事工作的年轻母亲在不合理的制度下肩负着工作和照顾家庭和婴儿的双重负担，意思不难理解。

24．The author uses the example of Jessica Starmer as an example of “double burden” working mothers are facing. After childbirth, she has to find time to take care of the baby; however, BA refuses to give her the part-time work she asked for. The example shows the “complexities” of combining the two “needs” for professional women and also sex discrimination.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第三段。作者以英国航空公司飞机女驾驶员Jessica Starmer为例，以说明仍在从事工作的年轻母亲在家庭和工作单位的不同岗位上面临的双重负担，指出了这一问题的解决的重要性和可能性。

25．Jill Kirby doesn't agree with the view about working mothers. He doesn't think the highly educated women are “victims” of an “unfair working culture” , because the “career-driven” women would succeed anyhow. And many women, out of their own choice and aspiration, choose to have more time with family after childbirth.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见最后一段。对于已婚和生育子女的、但仍在就业的年轻母亲的状况，人们持有不同的看法，作者以Jill Kirby为例，介绍了其中的一种看法。考生可根据介绍给出自己的说明解释。

Passage 8


Questions 26～28


Stolen masterpieces are being used by crime gangs as “get out of jail free cards” to trade for more lenient sentences. The criminals stash paintings and other works of art and use them in plea bargaining for other offences, the head of the Metropolitan Police's arts and antiques unit has revealed. Detective Sergeant Vernon Rapley also disclosed that Scotland Yard had started compiling the country's first national police database of stolen works of art. He said: “Some have clearly been held as a ‘get out of jail for free’ by criminal gangs. There is clear evidence this has been done.”

He explained: “If you bury the painting in a dustbin in a wood and you wait until you get arrested for another crime, such as armed robbery, you can tell the police you know about a ‘nasty villain’ who stole the painting, which could be worth ￡13m to ￡14m. If you are instrumental in the recovery of the painting you can get a credit from sentencing for the armed robbery. The concern is that it's becoming more common.”

Alexandra Smith, director of operations at the Art Loss Register, a London-based company that holds the details of 140,000 stolen works of art from around the world, said that in some cases criminals probably stole famous paintings and then discovered they were impossible to sell because they were so easy to recognize. “What is more plausible is that criminals steal something valuable and find they cannot get rid of it, so when they are caught for another crime they trade the painting to commute the sentence.”

Det Sgt Rapley, the head of the country's only dedicated stolen art squad, estimated that the trade in illicit art in Britain is worth about ￡1bn a year. To help crack down on the criminal enterprise, the Metropolitan Police is expanding its database and hopes to produce the first national register of stolen works. It currently has records of 50,000 stolen items and is encouraging other forces to add to the database.

Det Sgt Rapley said he hoped that by the end of the year the public would be able to access parts of the database to check for stolen items. He said the criminals who stole the paintings and artworks only made a fraction of the massive profits available for stolen art, getting at most about 10 per cent of the value. In one case a thief stole a silver beaker from a museum without knowing that it was priceless. He later sold it to a market trader for a few pounds.

Det Sgt Rapley added: “I totally disagree with the Hollywood image of upper-class thieves who steal for some Mr Big. They are nothing more than common criminals stealing for financial gain. They may be slightly better burglars, but there is nothing in the talk of sophisticated Raffles-type cat burglars, or great art fakers.” The issue of stolen art hit the headlines last year with the theft of a Leonardo da Vinci masterpiece. Madonna with the Yarnwinder, which was taken from Drumlanrig Castle, rear Dumfries, in August, has been valued as worth up to ￡80m.

The Art Loss Register has compiled a list of the artists whose works are most frequently stolen worldwide. Ms. Smith said the most commonly stolen works were by artists that criminals could easily identify as famous and therefore valuable, and those produced by the most prolific artists. (0409)26. What are “get out of jail free cards”? What is the use of such cards?

27．Introduce briefly the illicit trade in art in the UK and the countermeasures of the Metropolitan Police to crack down such criminal acts.

28．Det Sgt Rapley said “I totally disagree with the Hollywood image of upper-class thieves who steal for some Mr. Big.” (para.6) Give your interpretation of this statement.

【内容概要】

偷盗艺术品的某些犯罪分子在偷窃了一些价值连城的经典艺术品或绘画以后，藏匿在某地，目的是为了以后如因犯罪被逮捕的话，再供出这些艺术品或画作以作为get out of jail free cards，由此获得减刑或免罪处罚。伦敦警察厅已注意这一犯罪现象，并开始建立一个覆盖全国的偷盗艺术品数据库，以及时追查、收回和保护被偷盗的艺术品和经典绘画等。同时，警察部门也否认了这些窃贼是专为some Mr. Big打工的upper-class thieves，他们大多为普通罪犯，并不识这些珍贵艺术品的价值，多是把无价之宝换几个小钱而已。

【词语解析】

beaker n
 . 大口酒杯，宽口陶器

cat burglar n
 . 翻墙攀屋的窃贼，飞贼

commute v
 . 减轻

raffles n
 . 衣冠楚楚的窃贼（尤指撬窃盗贼）

Scotland Yard n
 . 伦敦警察厅

stash v
 . 藏匿，隐藏

【参考答案与解析】

26．“Get out of jail free cards” refer to the stolen masterpieces, artworks and paintings used by criminals to “trade for” less severe punishment or sentence when they were arrested for other crime(s). They use these artworks as means for “plea bargaining” for other offences and to “get out of jail” sooner or earlier.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见第一段。英国艺术品偷盗现象颇为严重，有的盗窃犯则把偷盗艺术品藏匿起来，待以后万一因其他罪行被警察逮捕后，供出原来偷盗的艺术品等以求减轻处罚。第一段已就有关内容做了基本交代。

27．The illegal trade in stolen works of art reaches about ￡1 billion a year in England, but most are common criminals only for some “financial gains”. The Metropolitan Police are compiling a national police database of stole works of art and are planning to produce the first national register of stolen works so as to fight back such crimes.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和归纳，主要信息见第二至四段。作者对英国出现的这一艺术品违法“交易”的现象提供了概括的介绍，同时介绍了警察部门正在采取的措施，相关信息及数据散见各段，考生可根据题目要求作出概括。

28．In the images created in Hollywood films, such thieves are mostly from upper-classes, and they steal for some “Mr. Big” (head of organized crime gangs). But Det Sgt Rapley doesn't think it is true, he holds that most are ordinary criminals who steal only for money.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出归纳的能力，主要信息见第六、七两段。Det Sgt Rapley就警察部门遇到的这类犯罪现象和好莱坞电影中定式化的相关描写进行了比较，并提出了自己的不同意见，考生可根据题目要求给出自己的解释。

Passage 9


Questions 29～32


Millions of elderly Germans received a notice from the Health ＆ Social Security Ministry earlier this month that struck a damaging blow to the welfare state. The statement informed them that their pensions were being cut. The reductions come as a stop-gap measure to control Germany's ballooning pension crisis. Not surprisingly, it was an unwelcome change for senior citizens such as Sabine Wetzel, a 67-year-old retired bank teller, who was told her state pension would be cut by $12.30, or 1％ to $1,156.20 a month. “It was a real shock，” she says. “My pension had always gone up in the past.”

There's more bad news on the way. On Mar. 11, Germany's lower house of Parliament passed a bill gradually cutting state pensions—which have been rising steadily since World War Ⅱ—from 53％ of average wages now to 46％ by 2020. And Germany is not alone. Governments across Western Europe are racing to curb pension benefits. In Italy, the government plans to raise the minimum retirement age from 57 to 60, while France will require that civil servants put in 40 years rather than 37.5 to qualify for a full pension. The reforms are coming despite tough opposition from unions, leftist politicians, and pensioners' groups.

The explanation is simple: Europeans are living longer and having fewer children. By 2030 there will only be two workers per pensioner, compared with four in 2000. With fewer young workers paying into the system, cuts are being made to cover a growing shortfall. The gap between money coming in and payments going out could top $10 billion this year in Germany alone. “In the future, a state pension alone will no longer be enough to maintain the living standards employees had before they retired，” says German Health ＆ Social Security Minister Ulla Schmidt. Says Italian Finance Minister Giulio Tremonti: “The welfare state is producing too few cradles and too few graves.”

Of course, those population trends have been forecast for years. Some countries, such as Britain and the Netherlands, have responded by making individuals and their employers assume more of the responsibility for pensions. But many Continental governments dragged their feet. Now, the rapid runup in costs is finally forcing them to act. State-funded pension payments make up around 12％ of gross domestic product in Germany and France and 15％ in Italy—two percentage points more than 20 years ago. Pensions account for an average 21％ of government spending across the European Union. The U.S. Social Security system, by contrast, consumes just 4.8％ of GDP. The rising cost is having serious repercussions on key European nations' commitments to fiscal restraint. “Governments have no choice but to make pension reform a priority，” says Antonio Cabral, deputy director of the European Commission's Directorate General for Economic ＆ Financial Affairs.

Just as worrisome is the toll being exacted on the private sector. Corporate contributions to state pension systems—which make up 19.5％ of total gross pay in Germany—add to Europe's already bloated labor costs. That, in turn, blunts manufacturers' competitiveness and keeps unemployment rates high. According to the Institute of German Economics in Cologne, benefit costs reached a record 41.7％ of gross wages in Germany last year, compared with 37.4％ a decade before. French cement manufacturer Lafarge says pension costs of $121 million contributed to a 9％ fall in operating profits last year.

To cope, Germany and most of its EU partners are using tax breaks to encourage employees to put money into private pensions schemes. But even if private pensions become more popular, European governments will have to increase minimum retirement ages and reduce public pensions. While today's seniors complain about reduced benefits, the next generation of retirees may look back on their parents' pension checks with envy. (0409)



29．What does the author want to tell us from the example of the retired bank teller Sabine Wetzel?

30．Paraphrase Italian Finance Minister Giulio Tremonti's statement “The welfare state is producing too few cradles and too few graves.” (para. 3)

31．Introduce briefly the pension reforms in some key European countries.

32．What is implied by the last sentence of the passage “While today's seniors complain about reduced benefits, the next generation of retirees may look back on their parents' pension checks with envy.”?

【内容概要】

本文具体介绍德国和欧洲其他国家的养老金危机。据报道，由于国家不胜负担，德国老年人从国家领取的养老金开始减少，（原来自二战以后是逐渐增长的）其他欧洲各国也在采取相似的做法。原因表面看来是因为欧洲人寿命延长，生育率降低，国内的年轻劳动力人数不断下降，国家的收入和支出之间的差额逐渐加大。有的国家较早采取了相应措施以应对这一态势，有的则相反，迟迟未有动作，导致国家养老金压力更趋增大。私营企业同样面临困境，导致劳动力成本和失业率提高。目前的做法包括鼓励参加私人养老金、提高退休年龄上限和减少公共养老金。

【词语解析】

drag one's feet v
 . 拖拖拉拉，行动迟缓

exact v
 . 强要，强求

on the way 来到，接近

repercussion n
 . 久远的影响，反应，反响

runup n
 . 急剧上升，增长

tax break n
 . 税收减免

toll n
 . 损失；费用

【参考答案与解析】

29．The author uses the retired teller Sabine Wetzel as an example to show the impact of reduction of pensions in Germany. The government used it as a measure to control pension crisis, however, to the elderly it was a real shock, because in the past their pension has “always gone up”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段。作者以德国退休银行出纳Sabine Wetzel为例，引出了欧洲国家面临的退休金危机问题，由于几十年来退休金一直是呈逐渐上升增长的趋势，这次的国家养老金降低带来的影响冲击尤其巨大。

30．The minister means that the welfare system in some European countries helps to promote the living standards and leads to drastic reduction of birthrate and helps prolong people's life. It can be considered as a praise as well as a criticism, because when the workforce is gradually shrinked, the pension scheme will be reduced too. Therefore the maintaining of the living standard will become a great burden.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和给出解释的能力，相关信息见第三段。意大利财政部长用带比喻的话点出了欧洲福利社会使人寿命延长、出生率降低的现象，也指明了由此而使得一国的劳动力人口不断下降、并最终影响社会福利和养老金基金供应等的重大问题。

31．The pension reforms include the reduction of state pension in Germany (from 53％ of average salaries to 46％ by 2020), and making individuals and employers “assume more responsibility for pensions” (Britain and the Netherland), and making pension reform “a priority”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和归纳，主要信息见第四段。文章介绍在面临养老金危机的严重形势下，欧洲各国正在考虑和已经采取的某些养老金制度改革的措施。

32．It implies the trend of drastic reduction of state pension in the following decades in European countries. The sentence tells us that although today's elderly people are complaining that their pension benefits are being cut, their pension in fact is much higher and “plentiful” compared with the pensions for the next generation of retirees.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出解释的能力，主要见最后一段。作者根据全文的讨论介绍，指出了与今天的养老金领取者的不满相比，下一代人面临的养老金体系将会更趋恶化的态势，这在欧洲等福利国家是一个现实问题。

Passage 10


Questions 33～36


Alabama chief justice Roy Moore has long displayed a reverence—or obsession, depending on your point of view—for the Ten Commandments. The Scripture has been a good calling card for Moore, gaining him notoriety far beyond the realm of circuit-court judges after he first decorated his courtroom in 1995 with a hand-carved rosewood plaque bearing God's laws. He prevailed over civil libertarians who sued for its removal, and rode his fame even further in 2000, when he was elected chief justice of Alabama's supreme court on the slogan “Roy Moore: Still the Ten Commandments Judge.” But while he earned folk-hero status among Evangelicals and conservatives, last week he finally pushed the legal establishment too far when he ignored a federal court order to remove his largest monument to the Commandments, a 5,280-lb. granite carving known as Roy's Rock. Moore and some helpers had installed the sculpture in the rotunda of the state's judicial building during off-hours one night in 2001.

In a stunning show of defiance by a jurist, Moore disregarded the urging of all eight of his fellow supreme court justices and Alabama's attorney general to comply with the federal ruling that the religious artifact is inappropriate in a court of law. Instead Moore declared, to the amens of supporters gathered on the building's portico, “I will never, never deny the God upon whom our laws and country depends.” The hundreds of protesters had flocked to Moore's monument last week as if to a revival, carrying Bibles, wooden crosses and placards with phrases like KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS. DUMP THE FEDS. But within 24 hours of Moore's speech, his judicial colleagues suspended him from the bench and ordered him to face trial before the Alabama Court of the Judiciary, which can remove judges for ethical violations.

The legal case, brought by several civil-liberties groups, is virtually open and shut. Moore's lawyers had argued that U.S. law is founded on the Ten Commandments, which are displayed, more subtly and often surrounded by secular legal symbols, in other government buildings around the country. But federal District Judge Myron Thompson said in his ruling that Roy's Rock is “nothing less than an obtrusive year-round religious display…The only way to miss the religious or nonsecular appearance of the monument would be to walk through the Alabama State Judicial Building with one's eyes closed.” A federal appeals court agreed, and the U.S. Supreme Court declined to issue a stay in the case. Moore has said he plans to file an appeal with the Supreme Court by late September, but legal experts don't expect the court to take it. “［Moore］ does not have any laws of man to stand on，” says University of Alabama law professor Bryan K. Fair. “He's claiming to stand on the laws of God. Apparently he has some difficulty recognizing the separate spheres of his own creed and the laws of the people of Alabama.”

Moore's supporters have compared him to Martin Luther King, to Daniel, and even to Moses. The son of a construction worker, Moore, 56, grew up in northeast Alabama and worshipped at a Baptist church, not “an overbearing church where they shout and dance around，” says his brother Jerry, “just a nice little country church.” Moore graduated from West Point, served in Vietnam in the military police and earned his law degree at the University of Alabama. After losing a hard-fought election for circuit judge in 1982, Moore turned from law to more exotic battles, training as a kickboxer and wrangling cattle in Australia.

It was at this stage in his life that Moore carved his plaque of the Ten Commandments and, after being appointed as a circuit judge, hung it in his courtroom and started making headlines. The first lawsuit seeking to remove it was ultimately dismissed on a technicality. His victories in the court of public opinion, however, have been more decisive. He won his chief-justice post with 54％ of the vote, and in a July poll of Alabama residents, 77％ said they approve of his stone monument. His popularity has led to speculation that Moore is angling for higher office, although his staff denies that. In the meantime, however, his current job depends largely on whether he decides to obey the commandments of his legal colleagues. (0403)



33．Who is Roy Moore? Why is he called the “Ten Commandments judge”?

34．Give a brief introduction to the argument around Roy's Rock.

35．Illustrate the public attitude towards Roy Moore and Moore's monument.

36．What can be inferred from the last sentence of the passage? (“In the meantime, however, his current job depends largely on whether he decides to obey the commandments of his legal colleagues.”)

【内容概要】

文章说的是美国阿拉巴马州的首席法官Roy Moore，他自1995年起就开始在他的法庭里挂上了一块刻有《圣经》“十诫”的木牌，在2001年，他又和几位支持者一起，在该州法院大楼的门厅里安放了一块刻有“十诫”的重达5000多磅的花岗岩石碑（Roys Rock）。文章介绍了支持方和反对方的不同意见和态度。联邦法院裁决此举欠妥，要求移走此碑，该州司法部门甚至下令暂停他的任职，而Roy Moore则声称准备向最高法院提起诉讼。褒贬双方，各执一词，读者可以看到，在遵守宗教的戒律和执行世俗的法律之间，难免仍不断会有类似的争执发生。

【词语解析】

amens int
 . 阿门，祈祷，同意

Baptist church n
 . 浸礼会教会

civil-liberties n
 . 公民自由权，民权

kickboxer n
 . 跆拳道运动员

laws of man n
 . 世俗法律

portico n
 . 柱廊

rotunda n
 . 圆形建筑物，圆形大厅

secular a
 . 世俗的

technicality n
 . 技术性，专门性

【参考答案与解析】

33．Roy Moore is an Alabama chief justice. He is called “Ten Commandments judge” because he first decorated his courtroom with a plaque bearing the Ten Commandments from the Bible, and later he installed the huge, heavy granite with Ten Commandments (the Roy's Rock) in Alabama's state's judicial building.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第一、四两段。本文对主角Roy Moore及其作为引起的争论做了较为详细的介绍。

34．Those who support Moore point out that the US law is based on the Ten Commandments, which are displayed in a number of ways in government buildings, and think his acts should be supported and praised. Those who are against Moore think Roy's Rock is a religious display. They hold that “laws of man” and “laws of god” should be separated, therefore it is not appropriate to hang or display religious artifact in a court of law.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第二、三段。对Roy Moore在法庭和法院大楼放置刻有圣经“十诫”木牌石碑，法庭律师、专家和普通大众都议论纷纷，支持者和反对者莫衷一是，作者对争执各方的意见做了介绍。

35．Roy Moore's supporters held demonstration and opposed the ruling of the federal court to remove Roy's Rock. They compare Roy to Martin Luther King, Daniel and even Moses, and give him the “folk-hero status”. And in the court of public opinion, he won a decisive victory. 77％ of Alabama residents said in a poll to approve his stone monument and he won his chief-justice post with 54％ of the vote.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息在后面四段都有描述提及。作者介绍了公众对他的支持和评价，既有具体评论也有相关行动。

36．Moore's acts have not support from his colleagues. He was ordered to remove the Roy's Rock, and if he refuses to do so, he might be suspended from his current post. The use of the expression “to obey the commandments of his legal colleagues” in the sentence carries some kind of satirical meaning.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出推断的能力。主要信息见最后一段。作者介绍Roy Moore虽然得到了公众的支持，但在法院和司法系统却受到了相当的阻力。

Passage 11


Questions 37～39


Hooligans are to be sent to jail from nine to five each day and allowed home each evening under plans being drawn up by Jack Straw, the home secretary. Offenders described by one of Straw's aides as “hooligans, vandals and thugs” will find themselves having to report for detention early each morning and stay in prison until the evening. Punishments, including a full-time jail term in an ordinary prison wing, will be threatened for late attendance or failure to show up.

Advocates of the idea, which is likely to be in Labour's next election manifesto, say it is important that thugs should not be separated from their families for long periods. This often causes break-downs of relationships and a higher likelihood of reoffending. Jailing criminals only in the daytime will save costs on staffing, meals and overheads. Straw is to ask his officials for a detailed study of how day custody works in Scandinavian countries.

Critics say day custody is bound to result in some detainees reoffending during the night-time. “Are we expected to pay for a load of yobbos to sit around all day eating and watching TV at our expense before going out for a night on the tiles?” one Tory said last night. Straw, however, is anxious to regain the initiative on law and order. He has told his staff that day custody should be part of a new battery of punishments available for those who habitually commit “anti-social crimes” such as assault, car theft, vandalism and public order offences. Theft, car theft and criminal damage accounted for 60％ of the 5.1m offences that were recorded in England and Wales last year.

Straw wants longer sentences and tailor-made punishments combined with a new sentencing regime under which repeat offenders are guaranteed a harsher penalty each time they reoffend. At present, only repeat burglars, rapists and drug dealers are covered by automatic minimum sentences. As a result, few of those who repeatedly commit lesser offences get locked up. Men over 21 and with between three and nine previous convictions stand only a one in five chance of jail when they reoffend. For many, that rate will go up to almost 100％ if Straw gets his way.

“Day custody is one of Jack's big ideas for taking these people out of circulation，” an aide to the home secretary said yesterday. “They could be sent to an ordinary jail or a special secure unit. Breaches would meet a harsh response, and we don't rule out more prisons.” Straw will outline some of his ideas to probation officers and the Police Federation this week.

Other proposals include what the home secretary calls “custody-plus”: a prison sentence combined with community service after release; and “suspended sentence-plus”: community service with an automatic specified jail term if there are breaches. (0009)



37．What is the main point in Jack Straw's proposal about punishment of offenders? Explain the major reasons for this proposal.

38．What do you know about the opinion from the opponents of the proposal?

39．Explain the sentence in paragraph 4 “For many, that rate will go up to almost 100％ if Straw gets his way.”

【内容概要】

本文就英国内政大臣Jack Straw草拟的一项新的刑罚办法展开，具体介绍正反双方的观点，以及Straw提案的初衷。据Straw的计划，违法乱纪的流氓和暴徒将不再被昼夜关押，而是要像上班族一样朝九晚五，早晨到监狱报到，晚上则可回家。该计划支持者认为，暴徒不应与家人长时间分离，这样往往会造成其与亲人关系的破裂，进而增加其再次犯罪的几率，且仅在白天关押可节约人力和开支。然而反对者认为，此举将导致一些罪犯夜间再次犯罪。计划的初衷是将较长的刑期和具针对性的惩罚措施与一新的刑罚制度相结合，在此制度下，那些惯犯每次违法都将受到比以往更严厉的惩罚。这一制度还可令那些罪行较轻者无法逃脱法律制裁。day custody只是其诸多计划中的一项，其他还包括custody-plus和suspended sentence-plus等。

【词语解析】

election manifesto n
 . 竞选宣言

hooligan n
 . 小流氓

offender n
 . 犯罪者，罪犯

on the tiles 在外狂欢或纵酒作乐

probation officer n
 . 缓刑监督官

regime n
 . 管理方式或制度

thug n
 . 暴徒

Tory n
 . 英国保守党

yobbo n
 . 粗俗的年轻人

【参考答案与解析】

37．The main point in Jack Straw's proposal about punishment is day custody, that's to say, hooligans are to be sent to jail from nine to five each day and allowed home each evening. On the one hand, this proposal could help criminals avoid break-downs of family relationships, thus reducing the possibility of re-offending. On the other hand, it will save costs on staffing, meals and overheads. In addition, day custody is one of Jack's big ideas for “taking criminals out of circulation.” It is for these reasons that the proposal was brought up.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。主要内容见文章前两段和第五段。第一段解释了Jack Straw这项计划的核心内容；第二段和第五段中则包含了提出该计划的原因。

38．The opponents of the proposal believe that day custody is a waste of tax-payers' money, and that it's bound to result in the rising of the re-offending rate at night.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。文章第三段前两句介绍反对者的观点：他们一方面担心准许罪犯回家过夜会导致一些罪犯再次犯罪；另一方面，他们认为这种白天供养罪犯，并任其夜间在外游荡的做法是对纳税人贡献的一种浪费。

39．According to the context of this sentence, we can understand that if Straw's proposal is put into effect, the majority of previous convicts who re-offend will be sent to jail again, and the rate of such re-imprisonment will be nearly 100％.

本题考查对句子意思的理解推断能力。该句位于第四段末尾，该段前面的内容为这句话的理解提供了充分的语境。该段主要介绍在现行刑罚制度下，那些罪行较轻的惯犯往往可以逍遥法外，而一旦Straw的计划被付诸实施，惯犯们如再次作案，几乎将被捕无疑。

Passage 12


Questions 40～42


Doctors are shackled by a “culture of blame and guilt” which prevents them from admitting their mistakes to patients and overhauling the way they work to improve the safety of the patients they treat, according to this week's British Medical Journal. The BMJ, one of the world's leading medical journals, devotes an entire issue to medical accidents in the wake of a report from the United States revealing that 100,000 Americans a year die from preventable errors in hospital—more than deaths and injuries from motor and air crashes, suicides, falls, poisonings and drownings combined.

In a lecture to the Royal College of Physicians on the high toll of medical errors in hospitals, published recently, Sir Brian Jarman, professor of general practice at Imperial College school of medicine in London, said he thought the US death rate would at least be mirrored in Britain, suggesting that more than 33,000 die as a result of mistakes and accidents in UK hospitals.

Sir Brian, who is a member of the Bristol royal infirmary public inquiry into NHS failures behind the deaths of babies in open heart surgery, compared the health service unfavourably to the aviation industry. Airlines have improved safety by accepting that people make mistakes and encouraging pilots and other staff to recognise their own tiredness and fallibility. Doctors are expected never to make an error—and, if they do, the culture works against them admitting it.

A study in the BMJ makes the same comparison between airline crew and medical staff working in operating theatres and intensive care units. It finds that while aviation workers are taught to deal with fatigue, doctors and nurses tend not to believe they might make mistakes through tiredness.

“Much progress has been made to create a culture in aviation that deals effectively with error, whereas in medicine substantial pressures still exist to cover up mistakes…We found that susceptibility to error is not universally acknowledged by medical staff and many report that error is not handled appropriately in their hospital.”

The researchers, J. Bryan Sexton and colleagues from the University of Texas, suggest that poor teamwork can also contribute to mistakes. They point out that “surgeons are most supportive of steep hierarchies in which junior staff do not question senior staff.”

An editorial by Lucian Leape, a professor of health policy at Harvard University, and Donald Berwick, chief executive of the Institute for Healthcare Improvement in Boston, say there are some practical measures that could be put in place immediately—such as the end of the handwritten medical notes in favour of computer records. But they also call for cultural change on both sides of the Atlantic.

“Achieving the culture we need—one of learning, trust, curiosity, systems thinking and executive responsibility—will be immensely difficult. Harder still, we must now accomplish this cultural change under the spotlight of a newly aroused public that, given our track record, is understandably doubtful that healthcare can, on its own, do what needs to be done.” (0009)



40．What can be concluded from the comparison between the aviation industry and the health service?

41．What is meant by the phrase “culture of blame and guilt”? (para. 1) What is the significance of changing such a culture?

42．What can be learnt from Lucian Leape and Donald Berwick's comment in the last paragraph?

【内容概要】

医学期刊British Medical Journal
 （BMJ）上的一份研究报告指出：医生往往受一种不良文化禁锢，使其不愿面对自己所犯的错误，更不利于其改进工作方式，提高患者的医疗安全。此前一份报告披露，美国每年有十万人死于本可避免的医疗事故；而据帝国理工大学教授Brian Jarman称，英国医疗事故造成的死亡比例绝不低于美国。Jarman将医疗服务业与航空业作对比后发现：航空公司已认识到人难免会疲惫出错，并鼓励机组人员认识这一点，从而提升运营的安全性。但在医疗行业，人们期望医生永不犯错，也不鼓励其承认错误。这一研究结果印证了Jarman的结论：航空业从业者被教授如何有效应对疲劳，而医务人员则往往不愿予以正视，而是倾向于掩盖错误过失。针对医疗行业存在的问题，可采取电子病历等可行措施，但若要从根本上解决问题，还需彻底转变观念。

【词语解析】

fallibility n
 . 易犯错

mirror v
 . 反映

operating theatre n
 . 手术室

overhaul v
 . 彻底检查；革新

shackle v
 . 束缚

spotlight n
 . 公众的注意

susceptibility n
 . 易受影响的气质，敏感性，过敏性

【参考答案与解析】

40．We can conclude that the aviation industry and the health service have different attitudes and adopt different strategies concerning people's tiredness and fallibility. The aviation industry accepts the fact that people make mistakes, and teaches the staff how to deal effectively with fatigue, thus improving safety. In the health service, however, doctors and nurses are affected by a bad “culture” that prevents them from recognizing their fallibility or mistakes, and the admitting of errors are fought against. As a result, as many as 100,000 patients in the US and 33,000 in Britain die from preventable errors in hospital.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。答题要点见第三至五段。Jarman教授的对比和British Medical Journal
 上的研究均发现：航空业对人容易疲劳并犯错这一现实有着较为理性的认识，积极应对，并取得了良好的效果；但在医疗行业，医务人员却受不良行业文化的影响，不肯面对现实，对错误往往试图掩盖，致使患者无辜送命。

41．It means a culture that doesn't allow doctors' admitting of mistakes to patients. When the mistakes are admitted, the doctors would be blamed and considered “guilt”. We know from the article that such a culture has a negative effect on the health service. So the change of it would greatly improve the safety of patients, and reduce a large number of unnecessary deaths. In addition, the culture change would make it possible to improve the overall environment of hospitals, which is beneficial to the correct handling of errors in hospitals.

本题考查对句子意思及文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。本文主要围绕医疗服务行业内的不良文化展开。在此文化影响下，医生往往不愿承认自己所犯的错误。这正是culture of blame and guilt的含义之所在，文章第一段有所提及，综合全文更不难理解。至于改变这种不良文化的意义，可从提高医疗安全性、降低伤亡、纠正行业风气等几方面进行分析。

42．Lucian Leape and Donald Berwick believe that the process of changing the old culture and cultivating a new one would not be accomplished easily. And what makes it even harder is the disbelief from the public that is shocked recently by the bad culture among doctors.

本题考查对个人态度的理解和分析能力。Lucian Leape和Donald Berwick是文化转变的倡导者，他们对转变过程的展望和预期集中体现在最后一段：immensely difficult说明转变过程之不易，harder still则预示着来自愤怒的公众的强大质疑。

Passage 13


Questions 43～45


Most Journalists are content to produce a story, then sit back and watch for its effects. Not Bill and Judith Moyers, the husband-and-wife television-documentary makers whose independent production company, Public Affairs Television, has turned out 63 programs over the past 25 years, amassing more than 30 Emmy Awards. Long before completing On Our Own Terms
 , the four-part series on dying that airs this week on public-broadcasting stations across the U.S., they had helped launch more than 200 community-based coalitions that have been planning activities to raise public awareness of the end-stage care issues discussed in their documentary. And well after the final show ends Thursday night, nearly 70 national organizations, along with local public-TV stations and a website (pbs.org/onourownterms
 ), will promote what they hope will become a national dialogue about death. Using money raised from a number of their traditional nonprofit and corporate backers, the Moyerses are spending as much on this education and outreach program as they did on producing the series: $2.5 million.

This brand of extended journalism, which includes the use of community networks, has become a Moyers trademark. After 46 years of working together, Bill, 66, and Judith, 65, have created an oeuvre that has in turn attracted its own audience. On Our Own Terms
 is only the latest in a series of Moyers' PBS documentaries that speak directly to the 77 million-strong baby-boom generation, which has been dictating the national agenda since coming of age in the 1960s. As wise and benevolent Uncle Bill and Aunt Judith, the Moyerses are reaching boomers through television, the medium they grew up with, about the issues that concern them at key passages in their lives.

Even the title of the series on dying is targeted at boomers, though the couple disagreed on how best to approach them. Bill wanted to call it Living with Dying
 . Judith, knowing from surveys that audiences shy away from words like death and dying, pushed for something hopeful. On Our Own Terms
 , her choice, deliberately plays to the boomer conviction, she says, that “we can change things; we can control things.” Bill thought the wording was wrong precisely because of that. “It feeds their egoism, their sense that they can control things，” he said, “and they can't.”

Breaking through the personal barriers to get people to talk about issues like faith and fear may be a Meyers forte, but it is not easy to act on in real life, even for the Moyerses. After Bill's mother died a year ago April, on the first day of their shooting the series, he was struck by an image in his mind “of a shadowy figure, the back of whose head I could see as she moved toward an exit sign…Now she's gone, and there's nobody in my native family between me and the exit sign.” He determined then to practice what he was about to preach.

Someday, that is. On his desk at their home in New Jersey, Bill has a note from his son William, 41, attached to a newspaper clipping of an article about end-of-life issues and how parents and their children don't deal with them adequately. The note reads, “Dad, Mom, when are we going to talk about this?”

“It's still there on my desk，” admits Moyers, “18 months later.” (0103)



43．What is the major difference between the Moyerses and other journalists?

44．What is On Our Own Terms
 ? What is this program about?

45．Explain the sentence “He determined then to practice what he was about to preach.” (para. 4)

【内容概要】

本文介绍夫妻搭档Bill and Judith Moyers及其拍摄制作的纪录片对“死亡”主题的关注。与多数新闻工作者不同，两人并不满足于充当故事讲述者。他们创立的制作公司Public Affairs Television在过去25年中共制作63部电视片，30余次获艾美奖。夫妇俩曾协助设立200多个社区联盟，这些组织致力于提升公众的临终关怀意识，而这正是纪录片探讨的主题。目前以死亡为主题的纪录片On Our Own Terms
 已制作完成，通过美国公共电视台（PBS）向全美观众播放。该片以多达7700多万baby boomers为对象，通过这代人所熟悉的媒体在其人生的关键阶段呈现与其相关的主题。该片片名的选取也是为了使其更易为收视对象接受。

【词语解析】

air v
 . （在电视或广播中）播出；播放

amass v
 . 积累，积聚

coalition n
 . 联合；联盟

come of age v
 . 成年

dictate v
 . 影响；是…的决定因素

documentary n
 . 纪录片

forte n
 . 某人擅长的事

oeuvre n
 . 全部作品

【参考答案与解析】

43．Other journalists are “content” to produce a program and don't involve themselves in social changes or activities. The Moyerses, however, don't restrict themselves to producing TV programs. They also help set up organizations that plan activities to raise pubic awareness towards some major social issues. What they are doing can be termed “extended journalism”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。文章第一段着重介绍the Moyerses与多数新闻工作者的不同之处。他们并不满足于单纯地制作电视节目，而是在成功经营公司的同时，积极投身社会实践活动。第二段extended journalism一词概括了其运作模式和成功之处。

44．On Our Own Terms
 is a four-part television series. This is a documentary about end-of-life issues such as people's attitudes towards dying and end-stage care. The major audience of this documentary is the 77 million-strong baby-boom generation.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。文章第一段介绍了On Our Own Terms
 的形式及主题，第二段则介绍了其主要收视对象。考生只需在读懂原文的基础上对上述信息进行梳理和概括即可。

45．It means that Bill would directly face the issues he dealt with in his programs. He is good at drawing people's attention to certain subjects such as dying and death and getting them to talk about these subjects, but it is quite another story for himself to face up to these issues in real life. This time, Bill made up his mind to link his own attitudes and behavior with the instructions he gave to others, and apply these instructions to his own case.

本题考查对文章中出现的句子的理解能力。第四段告诉我们，Bill虽善于引导他人就某些主题进行探讨，然而当同样的问题出现在自己的生活中时，却感到难以应对，可谓“说来容易做来难”。母亲的去世对Bill是个沉痛打击，他决心用自己的态度和行动来践行自己的主张。

Passage 14


Questions 46～49


The BBC last night beat off an 11th hour legal attempt to block a programme naming four men in connection with the Omagh bombing which killed 29 people. The demand by the Northern Ireland human rights commission for the Panorama
 programme to be injuncted was thrown out by the high court in Belfast, Mr. Justice Kerr finding in the corporation's favour just 90 minutes ahead of transmission to end a dramatic day of legal argument.

Mr. Justice Kerr said: “There is no reason to suppose that criminal proceedings against any of those taking part in the programme will be stayed.” He added that the relevant sections of the Human Rights Act, which the commission argued meant the court should err on the side of the person, showed that the “balance fell firmly in favour of the broadcaster.” The commission had argued that the programme's naming of suspects could prejudice any criminal trial, and thus breach the human rights of the bomb's victims and any defendants.

On Friday the high court in Belfast rejected another application from Lawrence Rush, who lost his wife in the worst attack of the Troubles. Mr. Rush had asked the attorney general to take up the case but yesterday Lord Williams refused because the law on contempt of court applies ONLY ONCE people are charged with a crime, and no one has been charged with the bombing.

In court Karen Quinltven, for the commission, argued that identification could damage police investigations and said there were implications “for the personal safety and right to life” of those named. She also argued the right of all people to be protected from “trial by media”. She produced a letter from the RUC chief constable, Sir Ronnie Flanagan, to the director general of the BBC. In it Sir Ronnie wrote that he would wish to ensure no material would be used which “would or might be likely to have an adverse affect on future prosecutions，” Ms. Quinliven said.

The BBC argued that since those named lived in the Irish Republic, they were beyond the jurisdiction of the court and the commission. Ben Stephens QC, representing the corporation, said: “There is no chance of an upset to fair trial. The human rights commission has taken on itself to protect individuals outside its jurisdiction.”

Panorama said that four men, all from the republic, were tied to the bombing by records from mobile phones they either used or supplied. The records from the day of the bombing on August 15, 1998 place those using the phones in the vicinity of the scene where the device exploded and in a timescale consistent with the explosion. Panorama says that through the records the four can be tracked on their way to Omagh from the republic, staying in the town for 20 minutes and then leaving in the direction of the Irish border.

The BBC claimed eyewitnesses had given evidence to the police as to who was using the mobile phones, but were too frightened to testify in court. When challenged by the BBC, all four people named refused to explain their movements on the day. On legal advice, the Guardian has decided not to name the four identified by the BBC.

The programme's reporter, John Ware, said the legal precedent that would have been set if the application had succeeded would have amounted to a “gagger's charter”. Mr. Ware said: “It would mean you can't publish evidence of criminal behaviour for fear of prejudicing any trials. It would mean that a programme identifying alleged corrupt police officers couldn't run, as that would jeopardise a fair trial.”

After the verdict, a BBC spokesman said: “Many of the victims' relatives clearly wanted the programme to be broadcast including those who took part in the programme. They and many others hope that the transmission of this programme will help bring to justice those responsible for the Omagh atrocity.”

Brice Dixon, head of the commission, said: “We're concerned that if no successful prosecution ensues because of the risk of an unfair trial, the victims are left without justice and that breaches their human rights.” The commission was set up under the Good Friday agreement and charged with defending human rights in the province. (0103)



46．What is the demand from the Northern Ireland human rights commission?

47．What is BBC's view on the issue of naming in their programme the four men tied to the Omagh bombing?

48．What do we know about the attitudes of the relatives of victims in Omagh bombing towards the issue?

49．What is the verdict of the high court in Belfast?

【内容概要】

本文围绕英国广播公司（BBC）遭遇的表达自由权受限一案展开。北爱尔兰人权委员会请求法院禁播时事新闻栏目Panorama
 ，因该栏目披露了奥马爆炸案四名嫌疑人的姓名，对此，贝尔法斯特高等法院在节目开播前驳回了该请求，维护了BBC应有的表达权限。人权委员会认为，在报道中确认嫌疑人身份可能会妨碍警方对案件的调查，并可能损害刑事审判的公正性。审理此案的法官Kerr则认为该节目的播出不会延缓诉讼程序，且人权委员会援引的人权法案也恰恰对BBC有利。BBC声称该法院和人权委员会对嫌疑人并不具司法权限，后者是在擅自保护其司法权限以外的个人，并强调真正公平的审判是无法被推翻的。BBC还提供嫌疑人手机通话记录和目击证人等线索。在得知裁决结果后，广播公司发言人表示，许多受害者亲属及他人都希望该节目能够播出，以早日将实施暴行的罪魁绳之以法。

【词语解析】

atrocity n
 . 暴行

beat off v
 . 击退；逐退

criminal proceedings n
 . 刑事诉讼

err on the side of sb. 偏向某人

find in one's favor v
 . 判决某人无罪

jeopardise v
 . 损害；破坏


Panoram
 a《全景》（BBC时事新闻栏目）

precedent n
 . 判例；可援用参考的具体例子

prosecution n
 . 诉讼，起诉

stay v
 . 延缓，推迟

the eleventh hour 最后一刻，最后关头

throw out 拒绝；否决

verdict n
 . （陪审团的）裁定，裁决

vicinity n
 . 附近；周围地区

【参考答案与解析】

46．The Northern Ireland human rights commission demanded that the BBC stop the broadcasting of the Panorama
 programme, claiming that the programme's naming of suspects could damage police investigations and lead to prejudice in trials of criminals.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。文章第一段说明了北爱尔兰人权委员会提出的要求，即禁播Panorama
 programme。第二段和第四段中则提到了人权委员会提出上述要求的原因。

47．The BBC took the view that there was no possibility to “upset” a fair trial, and that the named suspects were beyond the jurisdiction of the court and the commission since they lived in the Irish Republic. The BBC also mentioned the evidence of their tying to the bombing and the evidence given by the eyewitnesses to the police.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。BBC作为Panorama
 programme的制作和播出方，对在节目中披露嫌疑人姓名的做法显然持赞成的态度。文中第五至七段包含了答题依据，考生只需对其加以概括即可。

48．According to John Ware, the Panorama's
 reporter, many of the victims' relatives showed a positive attitude towards the issue. They welcomed the broadcasting of the programme, and hoped that the programme would help bring the criminals to justice.

本题考查对文章细节的概括能力。答题依据见文章第九段。该段引用了BBC一位发言人的话，引文内容表明，多数遇难者家属希望能看到这期节目，并希望节目的播出有助于早日将罪犯绳之以法。

49．The high court in Belfast ruled in favour of the broadcasting of the Panorama
 programme in which the suspects were named. Mr. Justice Kerr claimed that criminal proceedings would not be delayed because of the programme, and that the naming of suspects would not violate the Human Rights Act.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。答题要点见文章第一段。该段第二句即表明，贝尔法斯特高级法院驳回了人权委员会的请求，作出了维护BBC表达自由权的最终裁决。

Passage 15


Questions 50～52


The case of Janet Tracey who died in Addenbrooke's hospital after family claims that a “do not resuscitate” order was put in her medical notes will, no doubt, encourage health managers to check how well staff and patients are acquainted with the use of such orders. They have been given official notice to do so before. In 2000, the Department of Health in England reminded local trusts they must have appropriate policies. This followed warnings from doctors that junior staff lacked proper guidance and training and from the charity Age Concern that older people were being written off.

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) attempts to restore breathing or blood flow to those whose heart has stopped beating or who have stopped breathing. But while TV medical dramas may suggest it is often successful, statistics tell another story. Only 15％～20％ who have such treatment ever go home, according to the British Medical Association (BMA), which offers professional guidance on when Do not attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) orders should be prepared. Rib fractures and brain injury are significant risks, says the NHS's policy guidance in Scotland while its leaflet for patients, relatives and carers says: “Most patients never get back the physical or mental health they had before they were resuscitated. Some have brain damage or go into a coma.”

In an era when nearly 7 in 10 people die in hospital—and most have “do not resuscitate” orders—there is increasing pressure for more mentally competent adult patients to help plan towards the end of their lives. Adults can legally refuse medical treatment, even if that leads to their death. But the medical profession is also clear that doctors cannot be required to give treatment against their clinical judgment, although they should offer patients the chance of a second opinion, if possible. The General Medical Council (GMC) last year said there was no absolute obligation to prolong life.

In 2005, it won a case on appeal brought by Leslie Burke who had a degenerative brain condition. He had claimed a legal right to artificial nutrition and hydration, come what may, rather than give doctors the ultimate say. The GMC said the ruling meant that doctors had no legal or ethical obligation to agree to a patient's request. The Scottish government is blunt on the issue. Its patient information leaflet says that while the healthcare team “must listen to your opinions and to anybody you want involved…you cannot demand treatment that will not work”. In England, where successive governments have trumpeted a mantra of patient choice, Andrew Lansley, the health secretary, has stopped short of a national policy. He told the Guardian: “Our end of life care strategy commended the joint statement by the BMA, RCN and the Resuscitation Council as a basis for local policy-making.”

Yet a number of soon-to-be abolished strategic health authorities in England want to harmonise policies across local care settings. In the words of Mike Richards, the government's end-of-life czar, this “will minimise future problems with cross-boundary working by encouraging a consistent—or at least compatible—approach nationwide”. A draft East Midlands document, for instance, says that there should be sensitive discussion with patients who want to insist on resuscitation in an attempt “to secure their understanding and acceptance of the DNACPR decision”. It adds: “Although individuals do not have the right to demand that doctors carry out treatment against their clinical judgment, the person's wishes to receive treatment should be respected wherever possible”.

It will be April 2013 before the recently published regional policy in the East of England, where Addenbrooke's is based, is fully implemented in all its trusts. It says that when a “do not resuscitate” decision has been made: “Opportunities to sensitively inform patients and relevant others should be sought unless it is judged that the burden of such a discussion would outweigh the possible benefit for the patient.” It also says that “where death is unavoidable, ［a patient］ should be allowed to die a natural death and it may not be appropriate in these circumstances to discuss a DNACPR decision”.

NHS Scotland made quite clear why it had adopted a national policy last year. “The increased movement of patients and staff between different care settings makes a consistent approach to this complex and crucial area a necessity，” it said. Local variations could cause misunderstandings and lead to distressing incidents for patients, families and staff. Vivienne Nathanson, director of professional activities at the BMA and a fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, said it would be helpful for there to be a national policy in England.

She said: “Clinicians do not want to do things that are futile. They know when ［CPR］ can't make a difference. All it may do is reinstitute sensation. You don't want to do something that gets a little way but will not succeed. For a lot of doctors, this is instituting a lack of dignity, doing something because you can rather than because it will make a difference.” Nathanson said decisions not to resuscitate had to be made case by case. “There is no way of saying ‘the following types of patient will not be resuscitated’.”

Communication was vital and all hospitals should have leaflets to help discussions with relatives. “There is very good research that when you tell people bad news, they don't remember all of it.” Families of mentally competent adult patients had “no right to anything in law but in practice, we always try to talk to the family.” (1203)



50．What is the “do not resuscitate” order? What does the case of Janet Tracey (para. 1) tell us?

51．Explain the sentence “But while TV medical dramas may suggest it is often successful, statistics tell another story.” (para. 2)

52．What is the DNACPR decision? What do local policy variations in CPR tell us?

【内容概要】

本文讨论与对待“安乐死”的处理相似的医学伦理学问题，即对某些身患重症或不治之症的、心脏已停止跳动或呼吸停止的病人是否应该继续予以抢救，即文中提及的心肺复苏治疗（Cardiopulmonary resuscitation）。一方面，对do not resuscitate（停止复苏）这一措施具体实施医护人员和患者（及患者家属）的理解和把握尺度上有距离，另一方面，对这类病人的抢救效果，某些电视节目的渲染和实际疗效之间的差别很大，由此而引起不少问题，加上英国各地的实际操作并不一致，易引起误解，以及患者、患者家属和医护人员之间的矛盾，使得问题更趋复杂。作者指出了处理这类问题应注意的方面。

【词语解析】

cardiopulmonary resuscitation n
 . 心肺复活/回生

degenerative a
 . 退化的，变坏的

get a little way v
 . （对…）不大起作用

institute v
 . 设立，制定，引起

mantra n
 . 颂歌，圣歌，咒语

stop short of v
 . 在（做）某事前突然刹车（或住手）

【参考答案与解析】

50．It is a term used to refer to a medical policy which gives the guideline to decide when to stop treatment of patients. The case shows the argument over the implementation of such a policy. The case of the patient's family claiming the death of Janet Tracey was due to the “do not resuscitate” order, in other words, they mean the hospital should be responsible for her death. The author thinks that how such orders are used should be examined and proper policies should be given to implement the order so as to avoid similar arguments or disputes.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见第一、二两段。本文从一个角度反映了英国医院的医患矛盾。the “do not resuscitate” order指的是根据患者病情下达的不实施心肺复苏的抢救指令。患者Janet Tracey死亡及其家属指责其死亡原因归咎于医院采取了这类指令的指控即反映了这方面的一个矛盾。

51．The author was trying to tell us the great gap between what the TV medical dramas tell us about the results of CPR practice and the actual results of such medical treatment. TV programs would suggest such treatment “often successful”, but statistics tell “another story”. The author tells us that only 15％～20％ of those who have CPR treatment have recovered health and “go home” but most patients never get back the physical or mental health they had before or with more severe consequences.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，见第二段。作者指出，在相关题材的电视剧中，呼吸或心跳停止的患者经抢救恢复生命的故事有不少，但在医疗实践中则并非如此。考生可根据相关信息给出回答。

52．DNACPR is the abbreviation for Do Not attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation orders, in other words, it means a measure to stop the attempts to restore breathing or blood flow when the patient is diagnosed as either not necessary or impossible to be saved with medical measures. Variations in local policies can lead to misunderstandings, distressing incidents for either patients, families or medical staff. The article suggests that a national policy should be made in England

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关信息见第二段及文章的后半部分（第七段等）。DNACPR即对心跳或呼吸有过暂停的患者不实施心肺复苏的指令，作者在该段有明确说明。作者在四、五、六段中介绍了英国各地对CPR的实施有不同做法，未施行全国统一的政策，并在第七段指出由此而带来的误解既麻烦等。

Passage 16


Questions 53～56


Work today is about far more than economics. More even than when Theodore Roosevelt extolled its virtues, people the world over want work not just to put food on the table and money in the bank, but as a means of gaining personal satisfaction. The changes now under way stand to make the world as a whole significantly better off and allow many more people to win the prize of being able to work hard at something worth doing. Yet, as this report has explained, there are many people who are not winning the prize and for whom the outlook is grim, even in rich countries where getting a decent job had been taken for granted.

Globalisation and other pro-market reforms were sold as a package deal. Opening up a country's markets, the argument went, would increase overall wealth in every country, and policies for internal redistribution would help the inevitable losers—or else their personal misery could have serious social consequences for everyone else. That is why jobs are rightly at the top of the political agenda the world over. Where unemployment is currently higher than usual, there is enormous pressure on politicians to spend money they have not got on quick fixes that almost certainly would not work. But almost everywhere, what is needed from government are the sort of reforms that can make a big difference in the long run.

The mismatch between the skills demanded by employers and those available in the market is a reflection both of bad choices by students, who have not thought hard enough about what will help them find a good job, and of education systems that are too often indifferent to the needs of the labour market and too slow to change even if they try. It is not just Egypt where the universities provide training for public-sector jobs that are no longer abundant yet fail to equip students with what they need to thrive in a market economy. Out of necessity, India is emerging as a model for tackling these problems, both because its companies have become expert in turning useless graduates into useful ones and because it has allowed industry to take the lead in creating a huge new programme to tackle skills shortages.

A second challenge is for governments to create the right conditions for businesses to create more jobs. That means running sustainable macroeconomic policies, so that firms need not fear that their investments will be undermined by another economic crisis; sensible regulation; and a tax system that is both competitive, with low marginal rates, and does not distort business decisions in arbitrary ways. Given the importance of job creation, it would make sense to shift some of the burden of taxation permanently away from employment towards consumption or carbon emissions. And since entrepreneurship plays a big part in creating jobs, especially in the phase when young businesses expand rapidly, government should do all it can to encourage more of it—though in view of its poor track record in this area, that should be mainly a matter of supporting private-sector-led initiatives.

The goal of creating flexible labour markets should not be abandoned, but in future the ways in which inflexible labour markets are loosened up should be given more thought. The countries with the biggest youth-unemployment problems tend to be those where either there is no flexibility or where flexibility applies only to newcomers to the jobs market, whereas older incumbents have continued to enjoy the protection that made the labour market inflexible in the first place (as in Spain). The political attractions of leaving the incumbents' privileges untouched are obvious, but so, by now, are the social consequences of making the young bear most of the costs of flexibility.

Long-term unemployment often turns into permanent unemployment, so governments should aim to keep people in work, even if that sometimes means continuing to pay them benefits as they work. Health care and pension systems should be (re-)designed to allow workers as much flexibility as possible. In the rich world these welfare systems were built on the assumption that men with lifetime nine-to-five jobs were the main breadwinners. In emerging markets that are introducing social protection for those unable to earn a living, the systems should be designed in ways that do not discourage work.

There is no excuse for delay in starting to put in place these long-term solutions. Jeff Immelt of GE may well be right to think that in America “ultimately we will get it sorted，” but he is also right that political dysfunction in Washington, DC, has “an opportunity cost. It is not like the rest of the world has stopped while we are going through this.” The same is true in many other countries where reform has stalled or is not even on the agenda yet.

And while individuals wait for their governments to get their acts together, there is plenty that they can do to give themselves the best chance of surviving and thriving in the new world of work. They need to clean up their image on the internet, get in touch with their entrepreneurial DNA and brush up on their serial mastery. And form their very own posse. (1203)



53．What does the statement “Work today is about far more than economics.” (para. 1) mean? Why does the author say the “jobs are rightly at the top of the political agenda the world over” (para. 2)?

54．What do the examples of Egypt and India (para. 3) tell us?

55．What is the inflexible labour market? Why does the author say that more thought should be given to the loosening up of inflexible labour markets (para. 5)?

56．Apart from the government's efforts, what can individuals do to survive in the new world of work?

【内容概要】

本文主题是各国都面临的就业问题，作者将此问题置于全球化和市场经济改革的大背景下，既涉及国家层面上的政治和社会稳定，又联系对个人及家庭生活幸福的重大影响。作者特别指出要实行可持续的宏观经济政策，以帮助企业创造更多的就业机会和建立灵活的劳动力市场，相关的医疗和养老金体系也应作出修正以帮助劳动者灵活就业。文中也提出了在富裕国家和新兴市场国家应采取的不同对策，也提出了国家和劳动者个人在解决就业问题方面应作出的努力。

【词语解析】

brush up on v
 . 复习，提高，使完善

dysfunction n
 . 机能障碍，机能不良

get sth. sorted v
 . 解决

incumbent n
 . 任职者，教区牧师

marginal rate n
 . 边际税率

posse n
 . 一队，民团，民兵

pro-market n
 . 赞成/支持市场（的）

【参考答案与解析】

53．It means that today the employment or provision of jobs can be considered more important than economic development to most heads of government the world over, or in other words, employment becomes the top priority as jobs gives people opportunities to earn their living and achieve personal satisfaction. Otherwise, the personal misery brought by unemployment could lead to serious consequences to the whole society.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，见第一、二两段。本文主要讨论就业问题，文章一开始就把就业问题（work）和一国的经济问题（economics）进行对比，在第二段更指出是国家政治中的头号问题，考生可根据作者的思路给出自己的回答。

54．The example of Egypt shows the failing practice in front of the changing labour market as universities fail to provide training according to the market demand. The training students have received is often not useful in a market economy and does not help them find good jobs. India, on the other hand, is successful in dealing with such problems as schools provide training according to the needs of the labour market and companies successfully turn “useless graduates into useful ones”, and industry is given the permission to “take the lead in creating a huge new programme” to solve skills shortages.

在讨论解决就业问题方面，作者在第三段给出了一正（Egypt）一反（India）的两个例子，考生可根据说明给出简明回答。

55．It refers to the market where the older employees (incumbents) continue to enjoy the protection, such practice made the labour market inflexible. While flexibility only applies to young people or those newcomers to the job market, creating flexible labour markets can reduce youth-unemployement problems. According to the author, to let the young bear most of the costs of flexibility is unjust and unequal, therefore a kind of equal treatment should be used towards both young workers and older employees so as to help produce a strong and more productive labour force.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第五段。作者对此有明确说明，并在次基础上提出建立flexible labour market的目标，指出在青年失业率高的国家，这方面的改革有助于建立和培植健康的劳动力市场，特别是年轻的劳动力生力军。

56．According to the author, there is “plenty” the individuals can do to win the chance to survive and develop in the new world of work. They need to improve (“clean up”) their image on the internet and to master and show their occupational skills and techniques (“get in touch with their entrepreneurial DNA”). They should improve and upgrade professional skills and knowledge (“brush up on their serial mastery”) and form their own organization to protect their own rights and interests (“form their very own posse”).

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见最后一段。在解决就业问题方面，作者在指出了政府部门应该作出的努力后，也提出申请和寻找劳动岗位者在新的工作环境下应该改进和改变的方面。

Passage 17


Questions 57～59


It was Harry Redknapp's misfortune to confront one of the most poorly organised activities of government, the work of HM Revenue ＆ Customs. At Southwark Crown Court yesterday, Mr Redknapp was acquitted of tax evasion. The fair and efficient collection of taxes is unfortunately in the same wretched condition as control of our borders and defence procurement. It is something that the state doesn't do very well. One of the HMRC's faults is inconsistency in its treatment of different classes of taxpayers.

Mr Redknapp, the football manager, stood accused of receiving undisclosed bonuses. If that is what they were, they would have been classified as income upon which tax was payable. He denied the charges, saying the money was received for investment purposes and that it was unconnected with his employment. As a capital sum coming to Mr Redknapp for buying shares, no tax would be liable. In due course, there would be tax on dividends received, on any profits made, but not on the original capital sum.

Mr Redknapp's problem was that he was a private individual and not a large company. The treatment of the first is rigorous, suspicious and uncompromising. Mr Redknapp had made it worse for himself, too, by opening up a bank account in Monaco. You can see the Revenue mind working here—celebrity, handling millions of pounds in transfer fees, living in a world of bungs, nods and winks, using a tax haven. To the Revenue, the conclusion must have seemed inevitable. And a good one to go for because of the warning to others a successful prosecution would have conveyed.

HMRC is under pressure itself. Earlier this week, it disclosed that the amount of unpaid tax written off in 2009～2010 was a monstrous ￡10.9bn. That is a colossal sum. But even ￡10bn plus is part of something much larger. At 31 March 2011, the Department was seeking to resolve tax issues with large companies valued at more than ￡25bn. So two weeks of trial at Southwark Crown Court for Mr Redknapp following five years of police investigation and preparation for a six-figure sum of money, at the most, seems out of proportion when many times that amount remains in dispute with big corporations.

Moreover, the Revenue is secretive about its dealings. Of course, every taxpayer has the right to confidentiality, but, equally, Parliament has to be able to satisfy itself that proper procedures are being followed. As a Parliamentary Committee observed in a recent report: “As it stands, the Department's decision to withhold details from us reduces transparency and makes it impossible for Parliament to hold Commissioners to account. This is unacceptable.” The Committee has been particularly critical of the Revenue's weak governance arrangements that have sometimes meant that the same officials first negotiated, and then they themselves approved, the settlements they had made.

The most notorious recent example concerned the American investment banking firm, Goldman Sachs. Owing to a “mistake”, the firm paid ￡20m less tax than it should have done on bonus payments. Likewise, Vodafone settled a long dispute with a payment of just over ￡1bn whereas, it was alleged, the true figure should have been perhaps four times higher. The chair of the Committee of Public Accounts, Margaret Hodge MP, said: “You are left feeling that the sort of deals that are made with big business are different—sweetheart deals in some instances—from the sort of way in which corner shops are treated, small business are treated or hard-working families are treated.”

In fact, tax avoidance is a widespread middle-class activity. The heroine of the instinctive tax cheaters is Leona Helmsley, the American real estate entrepreneur known as the Queen of Mean. She was convicted of federal tax evasion and other crimes in 1989. The turning point in her trial came when a former housekeeper testified that she had heard Mrs Helmsley say: “We don't pay taxes. Only the little people pay taxes…”

Middle-class tax dodgers rely upon the oft-quoted legal opinion that “anyone may arrange his affairs so that his taxes shall be as low as possible; he is not bound to choose that pattern which best pays the Treasury. There is not even a patriotic duty to increase one's taxes. Over and over again the courts have said that there is nothing sinister in so arranging affairs as to keep taxes as low as possible. Everyone does it, rich and poor alike, and all do right, for nobody owes any public duty to pay more than the law demands.”

To which my reply is that paying the tax that is due is a moral duty. If you don't pay, the little people will have to pay more. Judging from what Mr Redknapp told the court during his lengthy cross-examinations, he was on the side of the little people and not remotely interested in the weasel manoeuvres of the men in suits. (1209)57. What was Harry Redknapp's misfortune? What is the author's judgment of the case of Mr. Redknapp?

58．Why does the author say that “HMRC is under pressure itself” (para. 4)? Why does he compare the trial for Mr. Redknapp with the writing off of the unpaid ￡10.9bn tax?

59．What does the comment of Margaret Hodge MP, chair of the Committee of Public Accounts (para. 6) tell us?

【内容概要】

本文以英国足球经理人Harry Redknapp的个人遭遇为例，指出英国的税务机构在社会公正等方面存在漏洞。据文章提供的材料，英国的税收和关税局（HMRC）指控Harry Redknapp获得一笔六位数的收入为未予申报的奖金而偷逃税款，其追踪调查所化的时间长达5年，法庭审理两个星期，而据当事人称这只是一笔资本投资金，根据相关规定，只有在投资获得利润后才需要交纳税。作者称，英国税务部门仅在2009～2010年度销帐的应付未付税款就高达100多亿英镑，2011年大公司所欠税款更高达250亿英镑，作者认为税务部门执行不力，透明度不高，且处置不公，看对象宽松和严厉做法不一。同时作者也对中产阶级逃税漏税的做法提出批评。

【词语解析】

bung v
 . 投，推，掷，扔

cross-examination n
 . 盘问，反诘

procurement n
 . 取得，获得，实现

sweetheart deal n
 . 私下签订的协议

tax dodger n
 . 逃税者

tax haven n
 . 逃税者乐园，避税天堂

write off v
 . 注销，取消，勾销，销帐

【参考答案与解析】

57．According to the article, Harry Redknapp was facing “one of the most poorly organised activities” of HMRC. He was being charged with tax evasion and was accused of receiving undisclosed bonuses and faced five years of police investigation and lengthy cross-examinations in the court. The author holds that in collection of taxes, HMRC is inconsistent in the treatment of different classes of taxpayers. His opinion is that Mr Redknapp is “on the side of the little people” and he should not be treated like that/it was unfair for HMRC to do so.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。本文即围绕英国税收和关税局指控Harry Redknapp偷税漏税一案展开，相关信息和作者的剖析和评论贯穿全文。作者显然对英国税务部门的不公平做法提出了质疑，考生可进行梳理给出相应回答。

58．The author, by saying this, means HMRC's unfair treatment in resolving tax issues. Facing billions of pounds of unpaid tax from large companies, HMRC didn't take effective measures and even tried to “write off” the monstrous amount of unpaid tax. However,: as a private individual, the treatment Redknapp received was “rigorous, suspicious and uncompromising” with an issue of six-figure sum of money. The sharp contrast in HMRC's treatment between private individuals and large business with billions of unpaid taxes tells us much about HMRC.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力和对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第四、五段。作者的剖析是，HMRC一面对Redknapp的一件仅涉及六位数的案子（连是否应为案子都是疑问）追踪不已，一面对涉牵几百亿英镑的大公司偷税漏税却束手无策，甚至不了了之，作者对此提出质疑和批评，考生可根据提供材料作简要回答。

59．She was trying to reveal the sharp differences in HMRC's treatment between big businesses and corner shops/small business and hard-working families. It is “out of proportion” in approaches and attitude with private agreement with big corporations (“sweetheart deals”) in favour of the latter. It is a kind of preferential deals with big business. It is a critical comment exposing HMRC's unfair treatment. She means that “little people” should be treated fairly and equally,

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见第六段。公共会计委员会主席的评论和作者的见解颇为接近，都是提出英国的HMRC对大公司和对小企业及普通工薪家庭的税收政策执行的做法大相径庭，有失公正。考生可根据相关叙述给出评论。


经济金融


 选择题

Passage 1


Questions 1～5


The month of January offered those who track the ups and downs of the U.S. economy 92 significant data releases and announcements to digest. That's according to a calendar compiled by the investment bank UBS. The number doesn't include corporate earnings, data from abroad or informal indicators like, say, cardboard prices (a favorite of Alan Greenspan's back in the day). It was not always thus. “One reads with dismay of Presidents Hoover and then Roosevelt designing policies to combat the Great Depression of the 1930s on the basis of such sketchy data as stock price indices, freight car loadings, and incomplete indices of industrial production，” writes the University of North Carolina's Richard Froyen in his macroeconomics textbook.

But that was then. The Depression inspired the creation of new measures like gross domestic product. (It was gross national product back in those days, but the basic idea is the same.) Wartime planning needs and advances in statistical techniques led to another big round of data improvements in the 1940s. And in recent decades, private firms and associations aiming to serve the investment community have added lots of reports and indexes of their own. Taken as a whole, this profusion of data surely has increased our understanding of the economy and its ebb and flow. It doesn't seem to have made us any better at predicting the future, though; perhaps that would be too much to ask. But what is troubling at a time like this, with the economy on everyone's mind, is how misleading many economic indicators can be about the present.

Consider GDP. In October, the Commerce Department announced—to rejoicing in the media, on Wall Street and in the White House—that the economy had grown at a 3.5％ annual pace in the third quarter. By late December, GDP had been revised downward to a less impressive 2.2％, and revisions to come could ratchet it down even more (or revise it back up). The first fourth-quarter GDP estimate comes out Jan. 29. Some are saying it could top 5％. If it does, should we really believe it?

Or take jobs. In early December, the Labor Department's monthly report surprised on the upside—and brought lots of upbeat headlines—with employers reporting only 11,000 jobs lost and the unemployment rate dropping from 10.2％ to 10％. A month later, the surprise was in the other direction—unemployment has held steady, but employers reported 85,000 fewer jobs. Suddenly the headlines were downbeat, and pundits were pontificating about the political implications of a stalled labor market. Chances are, the disparity between the two reports was mostly statistical noise. Those who read great meaning into either were deceiving themselves. It's a classic case of information overload making it harder to see the trends and patterns that matter. In other words, we might be better off paying less (or at least less frequent) attention to data.

With that in mind, I asked a few of my favorite economic forecasters to name an indicator or two that I could afford to start ignoring. Three said they disregarded the index of leading indicators, originally devised at the Commerce Department but now compiled by the Conference Board, a business group. Forecasters want new hard data, and the index “consists entirely of already released information and the Conference Board's forecasts，” says Jan Hatzius of Goldman Sachs. (The leading-indicators index topped a similar survey by the Chicago Tribune in 2005, it turns out.) The monthly employment estimate put out by pay roll-service firm ADP got two demerits, mainly because it doesn't do a great job of predicting the Labor Department employment numbers that are released two days later. And consumer-sentiment indexes, which offer the tantalizing prospect of predicting future spending patterns but often function more like an echo chamber, got the thumbs-down from two more forecasters.

The thing is, I already ignore all these (relatively minor) indicators. I had been hoping to learn I could skip GDP or the employment report. I should have known that professional forecaster wouldn't forgo real data. As Mark Zandi of Moody's Economy.com put it in an e-mail, “I cherish all economic indicators.”

Most of us aren't professional forecasters. What should we make of the cacophony of monthly and weekly data? The obvious advice is to focus on trends and ignore the noise. But the most important economic moments come when trends reverse—when what appears to be noise is really a sign that the world has changed. Which is why, in these uncertain times, we jump whenever a new economic number comes out. Even one that will be revised in a month. (1009)

【内容概要】

本文内容是关于相关统计数据的泛滥而可能造成的对了解和预测一国经济形势的误导。作者简单回顾了过去80多年里美国经济的波动变化，以及相关经济指数、报告、数据的发展对正确认识国家经济形势的作用，同时指出数据的泛滥造成了另一方面的问题，造成人们认识混乱，对经济发展预测难以起到有效作用，作者列举近期对美国GDP及相关就业及失业数据的多重不一现象，并称之为statistical noise，并认为这样的指数和数据很难对预测经济走势有怎样的帮助，不妨对这样的noise搁置一边，而多聚焦于经济的发展趋势。该文提出的问题对正确认识和理解一国的经济有重要意义。

【词语解析】

cacophony n
 . 刺耳嘈杂的声音

demerit n
 . 缺点，过失

echo chamber n
 . 回声室

forgo v
 . 放弃，弃绝

pontificate v
 . 武断地作出判断

profusion n
 . 丰富，充沛

pundit n
 . 权威，专家

ratchet v
 . 像棘轮般转动，一步步变动

rejoice v
 . 庆祝，欢庆

stall v
 . 熄火，失速，停止转动

tantalizing a
 . 逗引的，撩人的

thumbs-down n
 . 不赞成，不可以

top v
 . 优于，超过

1．The author quoted from Richard Froyen's macroeconomics textbook in the passage mainly to________.

（A）to introduce the American history of the Great Depression of the 1930s

（B）to provide a sharp contrast to today's profusion of numerous economic data

（C）to compare the policies of Presidents Hoover and Roosevelt in combating economic crisis

（D）to discuss with examples the significance of studying the theory of macroeconomics

2．The author introduces the different figures of America's GDP last year to show that________.

（A）America's economy was greatly hit by the recent economic crisis

（B）America's economy was quickly recovering from its economic recession

（C）the changing figures of America's GDP greatly encouraged the whole nation

（D）the announced figures of America's GDP were not convincing and reliable

3．What do the two reports of the unemployment rate tell us?

（A）They display the serious political implications of a stalled labor market.

（B）They are much more useful in helping us understand the situation of unemployment.

（C）The trends and patterns of economic life are more important than expected.

（D）The overload of information would be less significant than expected.

4．The phrase “got the thumbs-down” from the sentence “And consumer-sentiment indexes…got the thumbs-down from two more forecasters.” (para. 5) can be replaced by________.

（A）met with disapproval

（B）face strong criticism

（C）won warm welcome

（D）gained high appreciation

5．Which of the following best summarizes the main point of the last paragraph?

（A）Economic noise is only noise and could be simply ignored.

（B）We should pay full attention to both the trends and the noise.

（C）Monthly and weekly data should not be used for forecasting.

（D）Statistical noise might become significant when the market trends reverse.

【解析】

1．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。作者在第一段引了Richard Froyen写的宏观经济学教科书中的一段话（介绍胡佛和罗斯福当政时代有关经济数据的短缺和不完整），目的显然为了与今天相关经济数据、统计数字泛滥的现象作一对比。具体内容见第一、二两段。第二段的首句But that was then．转折语气及意思都指向选项B为答案。选项A的概括不完整，选项C和D都不是对作者引用Richard Froyen一书的准确说明。

2．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。具体内容见第三段。作者指出在三个月的时间里，GDP的数字便从3.5％下调为2.2％，而且还有进一步做上下调整的可能。作者在段末反问，（If it does，）shoulld we really believe it？选项D的概括是准确的，应为答案。选项A、B和C或为偏题或为错解，均应予排除。

3．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。具体内容见第四段。根据有关部门两次报告（相隔一个月），新失业的岗位分别为11000和85000。作者对两个数字差别如此大的原因的分析是statistical noise和information overload，作者还提出谁要是对这样的数据当真的话，就会deceiving themselves。选项A的解释不准确，选项B的解释与原文中的说明不符，选项C的语句本身意思成立，但与本题的讨论有些“文不对题”。

4．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。内容见第五段。前一句指出the monthly employment estimate有两个demerits，这一句则进一步说明consumer-sentiment indexes的功能不过是echo chamber，且got the thumbs-down，都是指预测作用的不可靠。选项B与原文意思不符，选项C和 D均与原句意思相反。

5．答案是D。本题考查对文章段落主要内容的理解。具体内容见最后一段。选项A的说法稍绝对了些，不代表作者的全面观点。选项B的陈述从另一面把作者的意见绝对化了。选项C的表述同样带有一种片面性。选项D较为准确地阐释了作者的看法。

Passage 2


Questions 6～10


There is no more fashionable answer to woes of the global recession than “green jobs”. Some state leaders are pinning their hopes for future growth and new jobs on creating clean-technology industries, like wind and solar power, or recycling saw grass as fuel. It all sounds like the ultimate win-win deal: beat the worst recession in decades and save the planet from global warming, all in one spending plan. So who cares how much it costs? And since the financial crisis and recession began, governments, environmental nonprofits, and even labor unions have been busy spinning out reports on just how many new jobs might be created from these new industries—estimates that range from the thousands to the millions.

The problem is that history doesn't bear out the optimism. As a new study from McKinsey consulting points out, clean energy is less like old manufacturing industries that required a lot of workers than it is like new manufacturing and service industries that don't. The best parallel is the semiconductor industry, which was expected to create a boom in high-paid high-tech jobs but today employs mainly robots. Clean-technology workers now make up only 0.6 percent of the American workforce. The McKinsey study, which examined how countries should compete in the post-crisis world, figures that clean energy won't command much more of the total job market in the years ahead. “The bottom line is that these ‘clean’ industries are too small to create the millions of jobs that are needed right away,” says James Manylka, a director at the McKinsey Global Institute.

They might not create those jobs—but they could help other industries do just that. Here, too, the story of the computer chip is instructive. Today the big chip makers employ only 0.4 percent of the total American workforce, down from a peak of 0.6 percent in 2000. But they did create a lot of jobs, indirectly, by making other industries more efficient: throughout the 1990s, American companies saw massive gains in labor productivity and efficiency from new technologies incorporating the semiconductor. Companies in retail, manufacturing, and many other areas got faster and stronger, and millions of new jobs were created.

McKinsey and others say that the same could be true today if governments focus not on building a “green economy”, but on greening every part of the economy using cutting-edge green products and services. That's where policies like U.S. efforts to promote corn-based ethanol, and giant German subsidies for the solar industry, fall down. In both cases the state is creating bloated, unproductive sectors, with jobs that are not likely to last. A better start would be encouraging business and consumers to do the basics, such as improve building insulation and replace obsolete heating and cooling equipment. In places like California, 30 percent of the summer energy load comes from air conditioning, which has prompted government to offer low-interest loans to consumers to replace old units with more efficient ones. The energy efficiency is an indirect job creator, just as IT productivity had been, not only because of the cost savings but also because of the new disposable income that is created. The stimulus effect of not driving is particularly impressive. “If you can get people out of cars, or at least get them to drive less, you can typically save between $1,000 and $8,000 per household per year,” says Lisa Margonelli at the New America Foundation.

Indeed, energy and efficiency savings have been behind the major green efforts of the world's biggest corporations, like Walmart, which remains the world's biggest retailer and added 22,000 jobs in the U.S. alone in 2009. In 2008, when oil hit $148 a barrel, Walmart insisted that its top 1,000 suppliers in China retool their factories and their products, cutting back on excess packaging to make shipping cheaper. It's no accident that Walmart, a company that looks for savings wherever it can find them, is one of the only American firms that continued growing robustly throughout the recession.

The policy implications of it all are clear: stop betting government money on particular green technologies that may or may not pan out, and start thinking more broadly. As McKinsey makes clear, countries don't become more competitive by tweaking their “mix” of industries but by outperforming in each individual sector. Green thinking can be a part of that. The U.S. could conceivably export much more to Europe, for example, if America's environmental standards for products were higher. Taking care of the environment at the broadest levels is often portrayed as a political red herring that will undercut competitiveness in the global economy. In fact, the future of growth and job creation may depend on it. (1103)

【内容概要】

本文主要讨论环保工业的发展与就业之间的关系。与流行的认为green jobs是对付全球经济衰退的良方的观点相对，作者提出，环保业或清洁技术工业对total job market的增长的贡献是有限的，应该重视的是环保工业的发展对帮助推动其他行业增加就业机会的可能性，或者说间接增加就业机会的可能性。文章介绍，通过提高能源使用效率也可间接增加就业岗位，因此应增强节约能源、提高能源使用效率的认识。文章结尾指出，应摆脱依赖政府资金发展环保技术的想法，树立全面的green thinking意识，才能在全球经济的竞争中站稳脚跟取得胜利。

【词语解析】

bear out v
 . 证明，支持

bloat v
 . 肿起，膨胀

cutting-edge a
 . 锋利的，先进的

fall down v
 . 倒下，失败

pan out v
 . 赚钱

red herring n
 . 熏鲱，转移注意力的东西/话题

retool v
 . 更换工具，改组

saw grass n
 . 锯齿草

tweak v
 . 扭，拧，把…马力开足

undercut v
 . 削弱，破坏

6．According to the passage, the creation of clean-technology industries will________.

（A）ultimately be a win-win deal

（B）beat the worst recession in decades

（C）largely solve the problem of unemployment

（D）contribute little to the total job market

7．The McKinsey study concludes that________.

（A）clean industries will create the millions of jobs that are needed right away

（B）both old and new manufacturing industries have employed large numbers of workers

（C）clean industries are similar to the semiconductor industry in the creation of jobs

（D）more robots will be used in clean industries than in the semiconductor industry

8．The phrase “fall down” in the sentence “That's where policies like U.S. efforts to promote corn-based ethanol, and German subsidies for the solar industry, fall down.” (para. 4) can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）fail of expectation

（B）meet with strong opposition

（C）confront sharp criticism

（D）need further clarification

9．The author uses the example of Walmart to show________.

（A）how it remains the world's biggest retailer

（B）how it takes all kinds of measures for cost savings

（C）how energy and efficiency savings can be achieved

（D）how the recession has affected Walmart's development

10．Which of the following is the best conclusion of the passage?

（A）“Green jobs” are considered by politicians a major solution to the global recession.

（B）The financial crisis and recession stimulate the increasing of green jobs.

（C）The government should spend money on particular green technologies to create more jobs.

（D）Job creation may depend on the overall care of the environment at the broadest levels.

【解析】

6．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见第一、二两段。清洁技术工业的发展与就业机会增加是本文关注的要点之一。选项D表达了作者的观点。选项A、B和C传递的是某些国家领导人的推测、期望或一厢情愿的盼望，见第一段，并非文章作者的结论，均予排除。

7．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第二段。文章介绍了McKinsey对清洁能源工业发展与就业机会变化关系的调查研究，并与当年的半导体工业发展的情况相比，认为两者相仿，对改善就业市场贡献很有限。选项A、B和D或概括不当或与文章传递的意思相反，均应排除。

8．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，内容见第四段。该句和前句及后句的意思一致，指出美国和德国单打一扶持某一清洁技术的政策并未奏效。选项B、C和D的意思和原文传递的信息距离太远，应予排除。

9．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第五段。文章介绍了美国Walmart超市采取多项环保和节约措施的做法，同时增加了就业岗位，并对其做法给予肯定并表示积极支持。选项B的概括比较到位，应为答案。选项A并非该段主要意思，C的概括不当，D的意思在文中并无反映，应予排除。

10．答案是D。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳，相关信息主要见第一、四、六段。选项D表达了该文的结论，而且文中数次提及相近的观点，应为答案。选项A文中有提及，但并非结论，B的表述有错，C的意思也和作者表达的意思相反，均应予排除。

Passage 3


Questions 11～15


You know Adam Smith for his “invisible hand”, the mysterious force that steers the selfish economic decisions of individuals toward a result that leaves us all better off. It's been a hugely influential idea, one that during the last few decades of the 20th century began to take on the trappings of a universal truth.

Lately, though, the invisible hand has been getting slapped. The selfish economic decisions of home buyers, mortgage brokers, investment bankers and institutional investors over the past decade clearly did not leave us all better off. Did Smith have it wrong?

No, Smith did not have it wrong. It's just that some of his self-proclaimed disciples have given us a terribly incomplete picture of what he believed. The man himself used the phrase invisible hand only three times: once in the famous passage from The Wealth of Nations that everybody cites; once in his other big book, The Theory of Moral Sentiments; and once in a posthumously published history of astronomy (in which he was talking about “the invisible hand of Jupiter”—the god, not the planet). For Smith, the invisible hand was but one of an array of interesting social and economic forces worth thinking about.

Why did the invisible hand emerge as the one idea from Smith's work that everybody remembers? Mainly because it's so simple and powerful. If the invisible hand of the market really can be relied on at all times and in all places to deliver the most prosperous and just society possible, then we'd be idiots not to get out of the way and let it work its magic. Plus, the supply-meets-demand straightforwardness of the invisible-hand metaphor lends itself to mathematical treatment, and math is the language in which economists communicate with one another.

Hardly anything else in Smith's work is nearly that simple or consistent. Consider The Theory of Moral Sentiments, his long-neglected other masterpiece, published 17 years before The Wealth of Nations, in 1759. I recently cracked open a new 250th-anniversary edition, complete with a lucid introduction by economist Amartya Sen, in hopes that it would make clearer how we ought to organize our economy.

Fat chance. Most of the book is an account of how we decide whether behavior is good or not. In Smith's telling, the most important factor is our sympathy for one another. “To restrain our selfish, and to indulge our benevolent affections, constitutes the perfection of human nature,” he writes. But he goes on to say that “the commands and laws of the Deity” (he seems to be referring to the Ten Commandments) are crucial guides to conduct too. Then, in what seems to be a strange detour from those earthly and divine parameters, he argues that the invisible hand ensures that the selfish and sometimes profligate spending habits of the rich tend to promote the public good.

There are similar whiplash moments in The Wealth of Nations. The dominant theme running through the book is that self-interest and free, competitive markets can be powerful forces for prosperity and for good. But Smith also calls for regulation of interest rates and laws to protect workers from their employers. He argues that the corporation, the dominant form of economic organization in today's world, is an abomination.

The point here isn't that Smith was right in every last one of his prescriptions and proscriptions. He was an 18th century Scottish scholar, not an all-knowing being. Many of his apparent self-contradictions are just that—contradictions that don't make a lot of sense.

But Smith was also onto something that many free-market fans who pledge allegiance to him miss. The world is a complicated place. Markets don't exist free of societies and governments and regulators and customs and moral sentiments; they are entwined. Also, while markets often deliver wondrous results, an outcome is not by definition good simply because the market delivers it. Some other standards have to be engaged.

Applying Smith's teachings to the modern world, then, is a much more complex and doubtful endeavor than it's usually made out to be. He certainly wouldn't have been opposed to every government intervention in the market. On financial reform, it's easy to imagine Smith supporting the creation of a Consumer Financial Protection Agency and crackdowns on giant financial institutions. He might have also favored the just-passed health care reform bill, at least the part that requires states to set up exchanges to ensure retail competition for health insurance. Then again, he might not have. Asking “What would Adam Smith say?” is a lot easier than conclusively answering it. It is pretty clear, though, that he wouldn't just shout, “Don't interfere with the invisible hand！” and leave it at that. (1103)

【内容概要】

本文主要是对英国经济学家、古典政治经济学代表亚当·斯密（Adam Smith，1723～1790）提出的一个流传甚广的说法“看不见的手（invisible hand）”的来龙去脉、认识的误区、流行的误解做了梳理分析。文章对20世纪下半叶的世界经济变化对市场是“看不见的手”的观点提出了质疑，并指出问题出在斯密的一些self-proclaimed disciples对他的观点的曲解和误读，因而造成了这一局面。文章介绍了他的代表作《国富论》和《道德情操论》的一些基本观点，也指出他的观点中一些自相矛盾的地方，但他从未把自己仅使用过三次的invisible hand的说法推而广之为理解市场经济的钥匙。

【词语解析】

abomination n
 . 厌恶，憎恨（行为）

detour n
 . 迂回，弯路

fat chance n
 . 希望甚少，机会极小

lend oneself to 对…有用，适合于，有助于

make out v
 . 声称，理解，把…说成

profligate a
 . 极度浪费的

proscription n
 . 公权剥夺，禁止，放逐

whiplash v
 . 鞭打

wondrous a
 . 奇异的，奇妙的

11．The author introduced the selfish economic decisions of home buyers, mortgage brokers, investment bankers and institutional investors over the past decade to illustrate that________.

（A）the invisible hand was a universal truth

（B）supply-meets-demand is the law of market economy

（C）economic decisions are always guided by selfish motivations

（D）the invisible hand can sometimes lead to disastrous consequences

12．The reason that everybody remembers Adam Smith's “invisible hand” is that________.

（A）it is plain, simple, and forceful

（B）it can be relied on at all times

（C）it can be proved through mathematical calculation

（D）it is a metaphor used in everyday life

13．Which of the following best paraphrases the meaning of the short sentence “Fat chance.”(para. 6)?

（A）There is almost no possibility of expounding the “invisible hand” theory.

（B）The possibilities are plentiful for the discussion of free market.

（C）There will be enough opportunities to introduce classical economy.

（D）There is little discussion about how to organize our economy.

14．The author tries to show that Adam Smith's ideas expressed in his books________.

（A）are all related to the study of the nature of market forces

（B）are consistent and systematic throughout

（C）are sometimes apparently self-contradictory

（D）are supportive of the corporation as the dominant economic organization

15．Which of the following can serve as the conclusion of this passage?

（A）Adam Smith's analysis of the invisible hand is still the guideline for today's economy.

（B）Adam Smith's self-proclaimed disciples have misunderstood the expression of “the invisible hand”.

（C）Adam Smith used the metaphor of “the invisible hand” to describe different kinds of social phenomena.

（D）Adam Smith's self-contradictory assertions and discussions are understandable.

【解析】

11．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，内容见第一、二两段。该句是对前句the invisible hand has been getting slapped的具体示例说明，选项A意思错，B并非该句的主要意思，C也不是作者要表达的关键想法，均予以排除。D的表达明确清楚，体现了作者的分析推理，为答案。

12．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关内容见第四段。作者在前一段介绍invisible hand一语亚当·斯密在其著述中前后仅用过三次，且所指并不一致，很难说是经济学的一大理论概念。其影响之大固然如实，但却是别有原因。选项A与作者给出的解释接近，为答案。选项B、C和D或与文中所述不符或因果关系并不成立，均予排除。

13．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，见第五、六两段。承接前句in hopes that it would make clearer how we ought to organize our economy以及后面的说明，fat chance表达的应是否定的意思，为答案。选项D为符合逻辑和上下文的解释。选项A语句意思过于绝对，B与文中意思不符，C也非文章传递的意思，均予排除。

14．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第八段。作者介绍了亚当·斯密的部分著作和成就等，但也较客观地提到他的有些自相矛盾的观点看法，选项C与文中介绍的一致，为答案。选项A和B并非作者给出的结论性看法，D的陈述也和文章介绍的观点相异，予以排除。

15．答案是B。本题考查对文章的主旨大意的归纳能力，相关信息主要见第二、三、八段。选项A并非本文的结论性意思，C所述虽和文章介绍的基本一致，但也不可能是文章的结论，D的意思作者在行文中确有表露，但很难说是他写此文的中心思想，以上均予排除。选项B较为客观地给出了流行的对the invisible hand的误解和错解的原因，为答案。

Passage 4


Questions 16～20


It is possibly the most famous promise in British retailing: “Never knowingly undersold” has been at the heart of John Lewis's business since 1925. But a quietly introduced change has infuriated loyal customers, who claim the price-match promise is now slipping away. For many years John Lewis customers have been safe in the knowledge that if they found their purchase for a lower price elsewhere the company would refund the difference. Carrier bags and marketing campaigns have proudly proclaimed to the world that John Lewis won't be beaten on price.

Yet since September some customers who have asked John Lewis to match the price of goods found cheaper elsewhere on the high street have been turned away. A Guardian Money reader from Roydon, Essex, contacted us after he bought a Hotpoint washing machine in John Lewis's Welwyn store for ￡279. A few days later he saw the same model in Argos for ￡219～￡60 cheaper. John Lewis turned down his claim made under the never knowingly undersold policy, because it said it guaranteed the washing machines for two years, while Argos offered only one year.

The customer complained—unsuccessfully—that the store wasn't being fair as this was not made clear in the literature. When Money investigated, we found that John Lewis had made a fundamental change to its policy. In a statement in September, which at the time drew positive headlines, it said it would for the first time match online prices from other retailers as long as they also had a physical high street presence. What was made less clear was that the store would no longer match a price unless its rival offers the exact same warranty.

The policy change might not sound much, but it in effect allows the store to avoid almost all price matching of electrical items—because John Lewis has adopted a policy of offering two-year warranties on almost every such item. Most stores in the UK offer just one year. When we first raised the reader's complaint with John Lewis it told us: “As part of our commitment to be never knowingly undersold, we match prices based on the combined cost of the product plus charges the competitor may make for a comparable warranty or guarantee. We evaluate price-match claims on a like-for-like basis, and breakdown cover is a crucial part of our proposition to our customers.”

What it failed to mention was that prior to the September policy rewrite, it would have paid the complainant the ￡60 difference between the John Lewis and Argos washing machines. Interestingly, the store confirmed it would not price match the cost of buying a product plus a warranty from a third party company, but would consider a claim if the cheaper retailer offered the chance to buy both together.

David Suddock, head of buying support at John Lewis, who revised the policy, says: “As a result of our commitment to expand our never knowingly undersold policy to include other retailers with online presences we now put a great deal of resources into checking the prices charged by our rivals and lowering ours where appropriate. Our customers are benefiting through significantly reduced prices. They tell us they value the extra warranty periods we offer, and we think it is only fair we should include that in our price match scheme. The terms of the never knowingly undersold policy are clearly presented in both our stores and on the website.”

But if the Money postbag is to be believed, most John Lewis customers were unaware of the change. And Martyn Hocking, editor of Which? says: “John Lewis is known for its great customer service, so the change to its never knowingly undersold policy is very disappointing. Customers would naturally expect any price matching policy to relate to the up-front cost of a product, excluding the value of added extras such as warranties and guarantees. As such, we feel that the amended policy is misleading and will lead to frustration for many shoppers.”

But Natalie Berg, research director at retail analysts Planet Retail, says John Lewis's move was perhaps inevitable: “The internet has put the power to compare prices in the hands of all of us; some shoppers now use smart phones to check prices as they walk around a store. John Lewis has realized that while price is important, it's not the factor in where to buy. The fact that John Lewis has been one of the winners on the high street in recent months suggests consumers are not just looking for the lowest prices, but they want value—and the perception that John Lewis delivers this.” (1109)

【内容概要】

本文介绍英国的百年老店John Lewis百货公司在销售经营策略上的变化以及由此引起的不同看法和意见。该店80多年前即倡导Never knowingly undersold（永远不故意压低价格出售商品）的销售策略。但是近来在销售做法上悄悄发生的变化引起了消费者的不满。该店为所有电器产品提供两年保质期，但原来允诺的给予差价补偿的做法被停止了。文章也提到随着互联网时代的来临，市场环境发生巨大变化，有研究人员对该店销售策略的变做作了辩护，认为重要的是服务质量的改进提高，而不是简单地以低价为标准。

【词语解析】

complainant n
 . 抱怨者，诉苦者

like-for-like a
 . 同类相比的，可互换的

rewrite n
 . ＆ v
 . 重写，修改

undersell v
 . 以低于他人价格出售商品

16．According to the passage, the never knowingly undersold policy________.

（A）has been practiced in British retailing for more than eighty years

（B）has been rewritten for a number of times by John Lewis

（C）is best represented through John Lewis's carrier bags and marketing campaigns

（D）is undergoing a quiet change and has aroused complaint from customers

17．The essence of John Lewis's never knowingly undersold policy is________.

（A）to refund the difference in price matching with a third party retailer

（B）to provide after sale service to the customers for electrical items

（C）to offer two-year warranties for electrical appliances purchased

（D）to match online prices from other retailers when customers have applied

18．The ￡60 difference between the John Lewis and Argos washing machines (para. 2)________.

（A）has been paid to the customer after the complaint

（B）would not be paid according to the September policy rewrite

（C）should be paid to the customer according to the original price match policy

（D）is already covered in the two year guarantee

19．The editor of Which? Martyn Hocking________.

（A）openly exposes the tricks made by John Lewis

（B）points out that customers should be informed of John Lewis's amended policy

（C）strongly opposes David Suddock's defence of and argument over the revised policy

（D）makes an analytical criticism of John Lewis's revised policy

20．Which of the following CANNOT be concluded from Natalie Berg's comment?

（A）The introduction of the internet has changed the shopping environment greatly.

（B）Price is no longer the major factor for customers.

（C）It is the trend today for customers to seek both lower prices and value of services.

（D）John Lewis's approach in its revised policy is understandable with sound reasons.

【解析】

16．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段，并贯穿全文。选项A概括不当，B的意思在文中并未提及，与事实不符，C的叙述与文中部分事实有重叠之处，但并非本文叙述的要点，均予排除。D的说明如实客观，应为答案。

17．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第一段，在其他段落也数次提及。选项A的说明清晰明白，为答案。选项B的概括有片面之处，C的表述不确切，D的解释同样偏离文中的说明，均予排除。

18．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的细节的理解，相关内容见第二段。该事例反映的60英镑差价索赔案反映本文讨论的该商家never knowlingly undersold规定的改变，选项B显示了政策改变后该店会采取的做法，为答案。选项A与文中介绍的相反，C只是反映了部分消费者的一种看法和意见，D则是一种片面的解释，均不准确，予以排除。

19．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第七段。Which？网站编辑的评论中含批评意思，并作出了一定的分析剖析，选项D的概括较为全面到位，为答案。选项A的说法过于绝对和激烈，B的说明不是其欲表达的主要意思，C的陈述在文章中并无显示，无从对此作出判断，应予排除。

20．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第八段，可采用排除法。市场分析研究人员Natalie Berg的观点比较全面，她介绍了该商家近期经营业绩的成功以说明其做法有合理性。选项A、C和D的意思在其评论中都有体现，符合题目要求，予以排除。唯选项B的说法和其所指出的情况不合，符合题意，为答案。

Passage 5


Questions 21～25


Right now, there's little that makes a typical American taxpayer more resentful than the huge bonuses being dispersed at Wall Street firms. The feeling that something went terribly wrong in the way the financial sector is run—and paid—is widespread. It's worth recalling that the incentive structures now governing executive pay in much of the corporate world were hailed as a miracle of human engineering a generation ago when they focused once-complacent ECOs with laser precision on steering companies toward the brightest possible futures.

So now there's a lot of talk about making incentives smarter. That may improve the way companies or banks are run, but only temporarily. The inescapable flaw in incentives, as 35 years of research shows, is that they get you exactly what you pay for, but it never turns out to be what you want. The mechanics of why this happens are pretty simple: Out of necessity, incentives are often based on an index of the thing you care about—like sound corporate leadership—that is easily measured. Share price is such an index of performance. Before long, however, people whose livelihoods are based on an index will figure out how to manipulate it—which soon makes the index a much less reliable barometer. Once share price determines the pay of smart people, they'll find a way to move it up without improving—and in some cases by jeopardizing—their company.

Incentives don't just fail; they often backfire. Swiss economists Bruno Frey (University of Zurich) and Felix Oberholzer-Gee (Harvard Business School) have shown that when Swiss citizens are offered a substantial cash incentive for agreeing to have a toxic waste dump in their community, their willingness to accept the facility falls by half. Uri Gneezy (U.C. San Diego's Rady School of Management) and Aldo Rustichini (University of Minnesota) observed that when Israeli day-care centers fine parents who pick up their kids late, lateness increases. And James Heyman (University of St. Thomas) and Dan Ariely (Duke's Fuqua School of Business) showed that when people offer passers-by a token payment for help lifting a couch from a van, they are less likely to lend a hand than if they are offered nothing.

What these studies show is that incentives tend to remove the moral dimension from decision-making. The day-care parents know they ought to arrive on time, but they come to view the fines as a fee for a service. Once a payoff enters the picture, the Swiss citizens and passers-by ask, “What's in my best interest?” The question they ask themselves when money isn't part of the equation is quite different: “What are my responsibilities to my country and to other people?” Despite our abiding faith in incentives as a way to influence behavior in a positive way, they consistently do the reverse.

Some might say banking has no moral dimension to take away. Bankers have always been interested in making money, and they probably always will be, but they've traditionally been well aware of their responsibilities, too. Bankers worried about helping farmers get this year's seed into the ground. They worried about helping a new business get off to a strong start or a thriving one to expand. They worried about a couple in their 50s having enough to retire on, and about one in their 30s taking on too big a mortgage. These bankers weren't saints, but they served the dual masters of profitability and community service.

In case you think this style of banking belongs to a horse-and-buggy past, consider credit unions and community development banks. Many have subprime mortgage portfolios that remain healthy to this day. In large part, that's because they approve loans they intend to keep on their books rather than securitizing and selling them to drive up revenue, which would in turn boost annual bonuses. And help bring the world economy to its knees.

At the Group of 20 gathering in September, France and Germany proposed strict limits on executive pay. The U.S. now has a pay czar, who just knocked down by half the compensation of 136 executives. But the absolute amounts executives are paid may be inconsequential. Most people want to do right. They want their work to improve the lives of others. As Washington turns its sights on reforms for the financial sector, it just might consider nudging the industry's major players away from the time-dishonored tradition of incentives and toward compensation structures that don't strip the moral dimension away from the people making big decisions. (1003)

【内容概要】

本文检讨了自西方国家最近一次的金融危机以来发现的金融、银行业（尤其是经理层）收入、奖金过高、收入分配制度不公平的问题，这一现象引起了公众的巨大不满。金融证券系统工作的某些人员通过操纵股价等各种不法手段以刺激虚假的公司业绩提升，从而获得巨额的奖励。作者指出，不正确的奖励制度实际上会产生破坏性影响，导致人们丢失最基本的道德底线，最终危及社会经济的健康发展。

【词语解析】

abhorrence n
 . 憎恶，可恨

abiding a
 . 持久的，永恒的

bring…to one's knees v
 . 迫使…屈服

drive up v
 . 迫使…上去，迫使…上升

horse-and-buggy a
 . 马车时代的，老式的，过时的

incentive a
 . 刺激的，奖励的

securitize v
 . 将…债券化

subprime mortgage n
 . 次级抵押贷款

time-dishonored a
 . 确立不久的

21．According to the passage, the incentive structures governing today's executive pay in the corporate world________.

（A）are perfect and shall be continued

（B）have gone wrong somewhere and should be remedied

（C）are with inescapable flaws and must be stopped

（D）have fundamentally improved the corporate management

22．Which of the following best paraphrases the sentence “Incentives don't just fail; they often backfire.” (para. 3)?

（A）Incentives cannot promote the management of companies and banks; they often lead to corporate bankruptcy.

（B）Incentives are only material stimulation, they can be used to destroy human morality.

（C）Incentives do not achieve desired results, moreover, they often produce negative effect.

（D）Incentives do not treat everything in terms of money and they are often used to change human mentality.

23．According to the passage, with the current incentive structures, the rising of share prices________.

（A）is surely the reliable barometer of a company's performances

（B）will endanger the company and do harm to the share holders

（C）is often driven up by corporate managers to boost their bonuses

（D）proves the necessity of reforms for the financial sector

24．The author introduced the “dual masters of profitability and community service” of the traditional bankers________.

（A）to support the view that “banking has no moral dimension”

（B）to prove that bankers have always been interested in making money

（C）to display that the traditional banking is healthier and more successful

（D）to argue that bankers could be saints so long as they serve the community

25．Which of the following can be the major conclusion of the author?

（A）Strict limits should be imposed by the government on executive pay.

（B）The time-dishonored tradition of incentive structures could jeopardize companies.

（C）The financial sector could be reformed on the basis of compensation structures.

（D）The moral dimension should be separated from incentive structures.

【解析】

21．答案是B。本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解。具体内容见第一、二两段。文章一开始就点题，对美国金融系统管理层享受的incentive structure提出了批评，选项A意思完全说反了，选项C前一半内容指出奖励制度有inescapable flaws没错，但是说该制度的做法must be stopped的讲法与原文有出入，选项D的内容在文中没有提及。选项B较全面地作了概括。

22．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出推断的能力。该句子为第三段段首句，也是对该段的一个总结，其后列举三个例子显示专家的相关研究和批评。第四段做了进一步的分析归纳，指出物质奖励的做法不一定产生人们想象的positive效果，而且会consistently do the reverse。句中的backfire原义为汽车引擎的逆火、回火，这里转义为产生事与愿违的后果。选项A和B的说法文中并未提及，选项D的表述也和文中的说法不符，均应排除。

23．答案是C。本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解。内容见第二段。作者明确提到了对index和share price的操纵和企业高管的奖励之间的关系。选项A和文中提到的情况并不一致，选项B的意思有部分与原文不吻合，选项D句子意思本身成立，也和作者隐含的意思有一定关联，但逻辑上有不妥处，也应排除。选项C的内容作者明确提出，作为答案是正确的。

24．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语的能力。内容见第五段。作者把传统的银行服务和今天在奖励制度刺激下的银行服务做法作了比较，肯定了传统的服务做法在追求利润的同时仍具有为社会和客户服务的社会责任意识，同时批评了目前完全以追逐利润和收益为目标的不良倾向。选项A的说法不准确，选项B的语句逻辑存在漏洞，选项D的表述与作者表达的意思有差别，均应予排除。选项C对原文的意思做了较完整的解释。

25．答案是B。本题考查对文章的基本内容和主要观点的理解。题目既和最后一段直接相关，也和第二段相连，要点是作者对现行的金融银行机构高官奖励制度的批评。选项A在文中有提及，但作为作者的主要结论不妥，选项C作为文章的结论也有些牵强，选项D反映的并不是作者的观点，作为结论更不妥。

Passage 6


Questions 26～30



What is the role of human resources as the world goes through turmoil, and what is its future as so many industries face extreme change?

Effendi Ibnoe,

Bali, Indonesia



Talk about timing. Your question arrived in our in-box the same day that we received a note from an acquaintance who had just been let go from his job in publishing, certainly one of the industries that is facing, as you put it, “extreme change.” He described his layoff as a practically Orwellian experience in which he was ushered into a conference room to meet with an outplacement consultant who, after dispensing with logistics, informed him that she would call him at home that evening to make sure everything was all right.

“I assured her I had friends and loved ones and a dog,” he wrote, “and since my relationship with her could be measured in terms of seconds, they could take care of that end of things.” “Memo to HR: Instead of saddling dismissed employees with solicitous outplacement reps,” he noted wryly, “put them in a room with some crockery for a few therapeutic minutes of smashing things against a wall.”

While we enjoy our friend's sense of humor, we'd suggest a different memo to HR. “Layoffs are your moment of truth,” it would say, “when your company must show departing employees the same kind of attentiveness and dignity that was showered upon them when they entered. Layoffs are when HR proves its mettle and its worth, demonstrating whether a company really cares about its people.”

Look, we've written before about HR and the game-changing role we believe it can—and should—play as the engine of an organization's hiring, appraisal, and development processes. We've asserted that too many companies relegate HR to the mundane busy-work of newsletters, picnics, and benefits, and we've made the case that every CEO should elevate his head of HR to the same stature as the CFO. But if there was ever a time to underscore the importance of HR, it has arrived. And, sadly, if there was ever a time to see how few companies get HR right, it has arrived, too, as our acquaintance's experience shows.

So, to your question: What is HR's correct role now—especially in terms of layoffs?

First, HR has to make sure people are let go by their managers, not strangers. Being fired is dehumanizing in any event, but to get the news from a “hired gun” only makes matters worse. That's why HR must ensure that managers accept their duty, which is to be in on the one conversation at work that must be personal. Pink slips should be delivered face-to-face, eyeball-to-eyeball.

Second, HR's role is to serve as the company's arbiter of equity. Nothing raises hackles more during a layoff than the sense that some people—namely the loudmouths and the litigious—are getting better deals than others. HR can mitigate that dynamic by making sure across units and divisions that severance arrangements, if they exist, are appropriate and evenhanded. You simply don't want people to leave feeling as if they got you-know-what. They need to walk out saying: “At least I know I was treated fairly.”

Finally, HR's role is to absorb pain. In the hours and days after being let go, people need to vent, and it is HR's job to be completely available to console. At some point, an outplacement consultant can come into the mix to assist with a transition, but HR can never let “the departed” feel as if they've been sent to a leper colony. Someone connected to each let-go employee—either a colleague or HR staffer—should check in regularly. And not just to ask, “Is everything O.K.?” but to listen to the answer with an open heart, and when appropriate, offer to serve as a reference to prospective employers.

Three years ago, we wrote a column called, “So Many CEOs Get This Wrong,” and while many letters supported our stance that too many companies undervalue HR, a significant minority pooh-poohed HR as irrelevant to the “real work” of business. Given the state of things, we wonder how those same HR-minimalists feel now. If their company is in crisis—or their own career—perhaps at last they've seen the light. HR matters enormously in good times. It defines you in the bad. (0909)

【内容概要】

本文围绕应该怎样对待企业辞退人员的问题展开。文章列出读者来信引入话题，探讨人力资源部门在一个单位的作用。作者提出，公司解聘员工时，应给予员工如他们进入公司时所感受到的一样的关注和尊重。这是人力资源管理部门展示其价值的重要时刻，此时他们能证明一个公司是否真心关爱员工。无论生产和经济形势如何，人力资源管理部门在公司中都发挥了相当重要的作用，他们应该受到应有的重视和尊重。

【词语解析】

arbiter n
 . 仲裁人；裁决者

console v
 . 安慰，慰藉

crockery n
 . 陶器

dehumanize v
 . 使失去人性，使非人性化

equity n
 . 公正，公平

even-handed a
 . 不偏不倚的，公正的

hackles n
 . 脾气，暴怒

litigious a
 . 好争论的，好诉讼的

leper n
 . 麻风病人

loudmouth n
 . 叽里呱啦的人

memo＝memorandum n
 . 便笺，备忘录

mettle n
 . 奋斗精神，勇气，气概

minimalist n
 . 极简主义者

mitigate v
 . 减轻，缓和

mundane a
 . 单调的

Orwellian a
 . 奥威尔式的（指英国小说家George Orwell，1903-1950）

outplacement n
 . 调职，（解雇后的）新职介绍

pink slip n
 . 解雇通知

pooh-pooh v
 . 对…表示极不以为然

relegate v
 . 把…委托给，把…移交给

saddle v
 . 给（某人）以任务（责任等）

severance n
 . 遣散，解雇

solicitous a
 . 关心的，挂念的

therapeutic a
 . 对身心健康有益的；有助于放松精神的

vent v
 . 表达，发泄

26．Why does the author say that his friend's note displayed a “sense of humor” (para. 3)?

（A）Because his layoff experience showed vividly the process of “extreme change”.

（B）Because he gave a vivid description of the outplacement reps' work style.

（C）Because he suggested to HR how to treat dismissed employees while he himself was fired.

（D）Because he was optimistic with the support and understanding from his friends and loved family members after being dismissed.

27．The expression “moment of truth” in the sentence “Layoffs are your moment of truth…when they entered.” (para. 3) most probably means________.

（A）critical moment of proving one's worth

（B）time of dismissing the employees

（C）important moment of telling the truth

（D）time of losing one's dignity

28．Which of the following does NOT support the author's statement that “HR has to make sure people are let go by their managers, not strangers.”? (para. 6)

（A）In that case the let-go employee would feel less dehumanized.

（B）By doing so the managers treat the employees with respect.

（C）HR has thus played the positive role in terms of layoffs.

（D）In doing so strangers will only play the role of a “hired gun”.

29．The expression “pink slips” in the sentence “Pink slips should be delivered face-to-face, eyeball-to-eyeball.”(para. 6) can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）a letter of invitation

（B）a notice of dismissal

（C）a card of condolences

（D）a message of greetings

30．Which of the following expresses the main idea of the passage?

（A）The time to underscore the importance of HR has arrived.

（B）Severance arrangements should be the focus of HR's job.

（C）Employees should be treated with equal respect whether hired or fired.

（D）Managers must leave their duty to HR when employees are dismissed.

【解析】

26．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和短语的能力。第一、二两段讲述了作者的朋友在被公司解雇时的遭遇，该朋友还颇具讽刺意味地向人力资源官员提出了在解雇员工时的备忘录。他的幽默之处在于，在自己被解雇之时，还向有关官员提出应怎样对待被解雇员工的建议，选项C正确；作者描写其被解雇的经历并非为体现extreme change，排除选项A；选项B和D描述的内容并没有和他的幽默感有明确联系，予以排除。

27．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和短语的能力。第三段中作者设计了给人力资源部门官员的另一个memo，指出公司解聘员工时正是证明其本领、能力和价值的时刻，选项A正确；选项B（解雇员工的时刻），选项C（说实话的重要时刻），选项D（丧失尊严的时刻），均不符合题意，应予排除。

28．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。文中作者提出，在雇员意识到自己是被经理、而不是被strangers解雇时，被解雇者会感到自己得到了较为人道的对待和尊重。这一过程中人力资源官员也起到了正面的作用。选项A、B和C都是对作者观点的正面解释；选项D意思正相反，符合题意，应予排除，为答案。

29．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和短语的能力。本文主题即探讨员工被解雇时应得到怎样对待的问题，文中多次使用相应词语。本段中就有另两个短语are let go by和being fired指向解雇事宜，pink slip即解雇通知书，此义可从上下文作出推断，选项B正确。选项A、C和D与该话题并无关联，予以排除。

30．答案是C。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。纵观全文，作者通过举例说明提出了公司中人力资源部门的重要作用，这种作用尤其体现在员工遭解雇之时，公司应让员工感受到，无论自己是否在职，他们都受到一样的尊重。选项C体现了这样的主旨；选项A的说法内容本身可接受，但概括不全面；选项B的概括走向另一极端，选项D的说法和文中提倡的做法唱反调，也应排除。

Passage 7


Questions 31～35


American companies are giving their people a good talking to. For qualified talkers, that can make for a career opportunity. The same workaday challenges that are the bane of the modern corporation—issues such as struggling sales forces, spotty leadership, intense global competition, and flagging morale—are a boon for thousands of professional speakers nationwide. Using their gift of gab, they impart knowledge, hope, motivation, big-picture thinking and, occasionally, a few laughs to audiences at conventions, company powwows, trade shows, and association meetings.

Eric Wahl is one such beneficiary of corporate America's hand-wringing. For the past three years, the San Diego-based lecturer and artist has toted paints and an easel around the country for a presentation titled “The Art of Vision.” At each stop, he literally draws parallels between the creativity that drives great artists and that which fuels the world's most successful entrepreneurs, underscoring his most memorable points and examples by painting quick portraits of visionaries such as Einstein or Lincoln.

Mr. Wahl's “think outside the box” message and high-energy delivery have brought him a steady stream of lucrative appearances. He says that by year's end, he'll have logged 100 speaking appearances at his going rate of between $6,500 and $9,500 apiece. Wahl's success story, by his own admission, is something of an aberration. Still in his late 20s, he hasn't published a best-selling management book. He isn't a household name or a corner-office veteran with a trove of great war stories. And he hasn't rebounded from personal tragedy to lead a last-place team to a world championship.

Wahl, who majored in art and business at the University of San Diego, took a job at Speak Inc., a San Diego company that books speaking talent for corporate clients. What Wahl does have, says Rich Gibbons, the firm's president, are the three elements a successful speaker needs in today's marketplace: relevance, uniqueness, and, most of all, passion. “An audience can tell when a speaker is truly committed, versus someone who's doing something by rote and reciting professional platitudes,” Mr. Gibbons says.

It's virtually impossible to pinpoint the exact number of speakers working the lecture circuit in the United States today, and it's equally difficult to generalize about the fees those speakers command. While the National Speakers Association includes roughly 3,500 speaking professionals, the NSA's membership doesn't include most of the celebrities, high-profile pundits, athletes, authors, CEOs, politicians and ex-politicians who often make the scene as keynote speakers at major social and business functions.

And while more than 60 percent of respondents who participated in a recent NSA member survey reported earning from $2,000 to $5,000 for a major engagement, it costs a great deal more to bag a big name, even for only a short while. Charles Moose, the former Montgomery County, Md. police chief who headed last fall's Washington, D.C. sniper manhunt, now asks up to $30,000 per appearance. Frank Abagnale, the con man who was the subject of last year's Steven Spielberg hit “Catch Me if You Can”, is in the same range. After-dinner addresses from the likes of former President Clinton or former New York City Mayor Giuliani have been reported to fetch $100,000 or more.

John Truran, director of marketing for Keppler Associates, which represents Mr. Moose, says the former chief's defection to the greener pastures of the lecture circuit was a logical byproduct of the case's drama and Moose's instant-hero status. “This is a celebrity culture. Moose was the lead guy in the investigation; he's African-American, which makes him a great diversity speaker; and he was a memorable figure in the media,” Truran says. It's still possible for people who lack Moose's track record to make it big in public speaking, but those whose reputation doesn't precede them have to be able to wow prospective clients with a dynamic demonstration tape that does the talking for them.

Of course, putting that video together demands that the speaker get caught during a terrific performance at the podium, and therein lies the Catch-22, says Mark Sanborn, NSA's president and a speaker who addresses corporate audiences on topics such as leadership, team-building, and customer service. A speaker can't be heard until he or she is hired, Mr. Sanborn notes, but “you can't get hired without first being heard.” By far the most popular misconception about public speaking is that it's easy. Well, if I'm doing my job right, it should look easy. “The cost of entry in this business is whatever Kinko's charges for a business card, but it's much harder than it looks to make a living at it.” (0403)

【内容概要】

在美国，有一批人把面向企业公司的演讲当作了自己赚钱发财的主业或副业。文章以身为教师和艺术家的Eric Wahl为例，在过去三年里，他在Speak Inc．公司接受了一份工作，以The Art of Vision为题在美国各地发表演讲，每次演讲收入在数千至一万美元之间。文章介绍了演讲取得成功的基本要求和能力，从事该行业人员的基本情况，以及另一例中Charles Moose取得成功的经验，指出在这一明星文化（celebrity culture）中取得成功的艰难和不易。作者也使用了Catch-22（第二十二条军规）一语形容进入此行当的门槛之高、取得成功之路的艰难。

【词语解析】

aberration n
 . 偏差，错乱，失常（行为）

bane n
 . 祸根，灾星

con man n
 . 骗子

defection n
 . 背弃，变节，脱离

gab n
 . 口才，废话，空谈

hand-wringing a
 . 绝望的，无望的；扭绞双手（表示绝望、苦恼）

impart v
 . 传授，赋予

platitude n
 . 老生常谈，陈词滥调

podium n
 . 表演台，讲台

powwow n
 . ＆ v
 . 举行社交集会，讨论，商议

pundit n
 . 学者

sniper manhunt n
 . 追捕杀人，狙击手

spotty a
 . 有污点的

tote v
 . 提，背，抱，携带

wow v
 . 使惊叹，使佩服

31．The author cites the example of Eric Wahl to show________.

（A）how fast the career opportunity is growing for qualified talkers

（B）what kind of challenges American companies are facing

（C）how much a talker can benefit from corporate America's dilemma

（D）what skills are essential for a successful public speaker

32．The word “bane” in the expression “same workaday challenges that are the bane of the modern corporation” (para. 1) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）cause of trouble

（B）structural improvement

（C）result of competition

（D）impact of globalization

33．Which of the following does not support the statement that “Wahl's success story…is something of an aberration.”? (para. 3)

（A）He has not yet published a best-selling management book.

（B）He is not an experienced office manager.

（C）He has had no direct experience in leading a world championship.

（D）He is interested in nothing but art and business at the university.

34．Which of the following CANNOT be concluded from Truran's comment? (para. 7)

（A）Charles Moose is an exception of celebrity culture.

（B）Moose's African-American background is a special advantage.

（C）The lecture circuit is a growing profitable new career.

（D）Moose's quit of police chief is only natural as he became an instant-hero.

35．Sanborn uses “the Catch-22” (para. 8) to describe the predicament in________.

（A）dealing with topics such as leadership, team-building and customer service

（B）preparing dynamic demonstration tape

（C）acquiring techniques to address experienced corporate audiences

（D）meeting the requirement for speaking experience before being hired

【解析】

31．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第二段。选项A的概括过于笼统，选项B的解释偏题，选项D的解释立脚点则稍嫌狭窄，均予排除。选项C的说明基本到位，为答案。

32．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，主要见第一段。支撑bane一词的包括主句主语the same workday challenges及后面所举部分例子struggling sales forces，spotty leadership，intense global competition，flagging morale，选项A为可接受的概括性词语，为答案。选项B、C和D或意思不当，或错解或文不对题，均予排除。

33．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第三、四两段，须用排除法。选项A、B和C在该段均有提及，应予排除。选项D内容与第四段首句有重合处，但和题干问及的句子逻辑关系不合，符合题意，为答案。

34．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第七段，须采用排除法。选项B、C和D在Truran的评论中均有涉及，应予排除。选项A的意思他的讲话中并未体现，符合题意，为答案。

35．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力，主要见第八段。Mark Sanborn指出了一个有演讲能力的人在出名之前被人、被社会接受的艰难和不易，选项D的解释基本点出了这一困境，为答案。选项A、B和C的解释均不合题意，与the Catch-22的意思无重合之处，应予排除。

Passage 8


Questions 36～40


Congress can pass laws, regulators can beef up enforcement, and shareholders can demand more accountability. But when it comes right down to it, making sure a company is operating well is really an inside job. That's where internal auditing comes in. It doesn't sound glamorous, but it's an expanding field beckoning to people with a lot of pent up we-can-do-better energy. Internal auditors keep an eye on a company's “controls”—not just financial systems, but all sorts of functions designed to make the business run smoothly and protect the interests of shareholders.

The recent string of corporate scandals provided a rude awakening to the importance of these internal checks. In the case of WorldCom, it was internal auditor Cynthia Cooper who blew the whistle on the company for inflating profits by $3.8 billion. She didn't intend to be a hero, she said to Time magazine when it named her one of its Persons of the Year. She was just doing her job.

A lot more of those jobs are opening up as companies turn to internal auditors for help in complying with the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002. Top executives of publicly held companies now have to sign off on their financial statements and vouch for the effectiveness of internal controls. “Up until now, CEOs and CFOs have been going to bed and sleeping well at night, knowing that they've got good controls of financial reporting because they've got good people…But what's missing is the documentation that really supports that gut feel,” says Trent Gazzaway, the national director of corporate governance advisory services for Grant Thornton, an accounting and business consultancy firm. “I cannot think of a time in history when there's been a greater opportunity to enter the internal-audit field,” he adds.

Job postings on the website of the Institute of Internal Auditors (IIA) in Altamonte Springs, Fla., have more than doubled in the past year, says IIA president William Bishop Ⅲ. And in the organization's survey for 2002, half the internal-audit directors said they planned to make one or more new hires that year. People who can assess computerized systems are especially in demand.

Privately held companies are voluntarily adding more scrutiny, as well. In a recent survey that drew responses from 1,400 CFOs in such businesses, 58 percent said they are responding to new corporate-governance standards. Of those, 36 percent are creating or expanding internal auditing, according to Robert Half Management Resources. An American company with $3 billion to $4 billion in revenue typically has about 16 internal auditors. The job is often a training ground for future management positions, but those who stay in the field and become directors earn an average of just under $100,000. The IIA offers certification for internal auditors, but many firms do not require it.

Assessing “the tone at the top”—the culture and the ethical environment of a company—is one of the key charges for internal auditors, Mr. Bishop says. But their effectiveness depends on the resources and independence senior managers give them. As auditors have a perspective that encompasses every aspect of the company, executives sometimes want to hear their recommendations for improving systems. But their main goal is to make sure the systems already in place are working properly.

The balancing act can be tricky. “If I make a recommendation…and then I come and evaluate it, I'm not going to be criticizing it,” says Parveen Gupta, who teaches corporate governance and accounting at Lehigh University. Ideally, the internal auditor should be an extra set of eyes, a consultant who knows the company well but has enough independence to give honest feedback. Regulations “are pushing internal auditors to become a bit more policeman-oriented,” he says, “but if employees perceive it as someone second-guessing them, that is very dangerous.”

One tool designed to avoid that adversarial feeling is “control self-assessment.” The auditor sets up discussions among employees to find out, for instance, if a written ethics policy is being implemented, or if workers are feeling such intense pressures that they might be prompted to push ethical boundaries. The power of the new laws can go only so far. “This entire issue of corporate governance—trying to run the company as if you were managing your own money—is a matter of heart and soul,” Dr. Gupta says. And guts. Anyone considering a career in internal auditing, he says, “should have the guts to speak out, to tell the truth.” (0309)

【内容概要】

本文具体讨论怎样建立和完善公司企业的内部审计制度。以当年被揭露的WorldCom公司为例，说明了建立完善的内部审计制度对保证公司的健康发展的重要性，也是公司治理（corporate governance）的一个极为重要的方面和环节。文章指出了建立这一制度的作用、这一工作岗位的作用和职责、这一职业岗位的发展前景、内部审计师应该具备的基本素质和能力等。

【词语解析】

adversarial a
 . 对手的，敌手的

beef up v
 . 加强，改进

blow the whistle on v
 . 制止，揭发

encompass v
 . 包含，包括，涉及

guts n
 . 勇气，决心

pent up a
 . 被抑制的，被关住的

second-guess n
 . 事后批评，事后评论

vouch for v
 . 为…作担保，保证

36．According to the passage, the main goal of internal auditing is________.

（A）to make recommendation for improving enterprise's organizational systems

（B）to help build a profit-making system in a company

（C）to make sure the system of an enterprise is operating well

（D）to help establish an enterprise culture

37．When Parveen Gupta says, “If I make a recommendation…and then I come and evaluate it, I'm not going to be criticizing it,” (para. 7) he implies that________.

（A）the balancing between recommendation and criticism is most important

（B）no one will take a negative attitude towards his/her own suggestion

（C）corporate governance should be combined with accounting

（D）the internal auditor should play the role of an independent consultant

38．The expression “to push ethical boundaries” in the sentence “or if workers are feeling such intense pressures that they might be prompted to push ethical boundaries” (para. 8) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）to follow ethical norms

（B）to revise ethical definitions

（C）to break ethical restrictions

（D）to promote ethical standards

39．Which of the following is NOT true according to the passage?

（A）Sarbanes-Oxley Act was passed after the exposure of corporate scandals.

（B）The demand for internal auditing has been rising rapidly since last year.

（C）Not many companies require certification for internal auditors.

（D）The operation of financial system is the only concern of internal auditors.

40．Which of the following best expresses the main idea of the passage?

（A）Internal auditors can play a major role in eliminating corporate scandals and creating corporate culture.

（B）Internal auditors can help their bosses comply with regulations and supply feedback on ethical issues.

（C）Regulators and internal auditors should play a major role in corporate governance.

（D）Regulators, shareholders and internal auditors can all contribute to the sound operation of a company.

【解析】

36．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第一段。作者开篇即提出一家企业能否operating well是一个inside job，而internal auditing就是inside job的一个重要方面。选项A的解释不确切，选项B的概括不全面，选项D的总结过于宽泛了一些，均予排除。

37．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第七段。Parveen Gupta说此话意在揭示internal auditor应保持的独立客观公正，选项A的说明不准确，选项B的解释偏离主要意思，选项C的解释也不到位，均予排除。选项D较准确地揭示其意，为答案。

38．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语的能力，主要见第八段。to push ethical boundaries是一带比喻意义的表达，选项C解释贴切，为答案。选项A与原意相反，选项B和D的解释不妥当，均应予排除。

39．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，须采用排除法。选项A内容见第三段首句，选项B在第四段有明确说明，选项C内容总结了第五段的介绍，均与文章提供信息符合，应予排除。选项D内容文章未明确提出，为答案。

40．答案是B。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳。选项B较准确地总结了文章的主要意思。选项A的说法太过，选项C的解释过于宽泛夸大，选项D的意思当然可以成立，但很难说是本文的主题，应予排除。

Passage 9


Questions 41～45


Mitsubishi Motors just announced plans to cut 10,000 jobs. Last week Nissan, now owned by Renault and answering to its tough-minded foreign boss, pledged to slash 16,500. Similar reports from Tokyo for the past year have been greeted by American and British economists as signals that at last the famous Japanese practice of permanent employment is vanishing—a profound, traumatic transformation that they insist Japan needs.

But there is less to the trend than meets the eye. Reading past the headlines, one discovers that Mitsubishi's cuts will not take full effect until March 2004. Even Nissan's new chief operating officer, Carlos Ghosn, known to the world as “The Cost Killer”, will spread out the downsizing over three years. And Japan's companies are making many of their adjustments through attrition, hiring freezes, voluntary retirement buyouts and reassignment of employees to subsidiaries. What is striking about what is happening now is not that it represents a change in the way companies deal with workers, but that it shows remarkable continuity in nearly desperate economic times.

For decades, American analysts have been predicting that a change in the Japanese ways of doing business was imminent. In good times, like the 60's or 80's, labor shortages and affluence were expected to lead employees to reject the status quo and start job hopping. In bad times, like the 70's or 90's, the pressure of the bottom line was expected to lead bosses “finally” to a proper market-based system of employment.

The analysts who make these predictions do not understand the deep historical roots of Japan's employment practices, roots sunk in its legal system, the structure of schools, its systems of job recruiting and skill development, its decades-old cooperative relations between companies and unions, and the implicit expectations we call culture.

On the very day of the Nissan announcement, a back-page story in Japanese newspapers showed how firm the grip of these roots can be. The game maker Sega had fired a 35-year-old man for “lack of ability.” He protested with a lawsuit, and the courts ruled in his favor. They called the termination an “abuse of the right to fire”, decided the company had made “insufficient effort to train the employee” and ordered Sega to pay back wages.

Japan does, of course, need economic reform. But the country's current crisis is rooted in a paralyzed financial system and stagnant consumer demand, especially at home. It is not a crisis of unproductive or lazy systems of industrial production. The financial system needs a thorough housecleaning, not only more transparent and effective regulation, but also internal reforms to insure that banks make more serious risk assessments when they start lending aggressively again. The country also needs public works spending and tax cuts to get commerce moving faster.

But it is probably a good thing that the Japanese system resists the sort of change that would please the economic seers who thrill to misleading reports about huge employee cutbacks. A working person's prescription for change would first note that the cuts that have taken place, timid as they are by American standards, have shaken the confidence of consumers. Job security and stable wages, and public policies to insure them, could reduce fears and make people feel more comfortable about buying, increasing domestic demand and promoting recovery.

It is worth remembering that for several decades, with the familiar employment system in place, the productivity of Japanese industrial organizations and their ability to cope with shocks—like the oil crises or the tripling of the value of the yen against the dollar—was the envy of the world. (0003)

【内容概要】

本文以三菱公司和尼桑公司的裁员公告为引子，探讨日本企业用人制度变革。日企采用的是终身聘用制。几十年来，美国的分析人士一直预言这种聘用模式将发生改变。最引人关注的并不是制度变革的开始，而是在如此糟糕的经济环境下，公司仍在延缓裁员节奏以延续传统体制。文中指出，日本终身聘用制早已渗透至日本的法律系统、学校结构、招聘体制和社会文化等各方面。日本需要经济改革，但要解除目前面临的危机，重在推行内部金融系统改革，同时通过扩大公共支出和减税政策来推动商业发展。文章结尾处作者流露出对日本聘用制度的赞赏和肯定，因为在过去几十年里，正是在这一制度下，日本企业先进的生产力和抗击经济风暴的能力都曾为世界瞩目。

【词语解析】

affluence n
 . 富裕

attrition n
 . 消耗，耗损

imminent a
 . 逼近的，即将发生的

stagnant a
 . 不景气的，萧条的

termination n
 . 终止，结束

41．Which of the basic writing skills does the author mainly use in the passage?

（A）classification

（B）definition

（C）illustration

（D）argumentation

42．Which of the following best paraphrases the statement “there is less to the trend than meets the eye”? (Para. 2)

（A）Everything can be observed through the trend.

（B）The trend is superficial rather than fundamental.

（C）The trend shows the continuity of Japanese recruiting practice.

（D）The trend tells us little about the Japanese employment system.

43．Which of the following shows the author's major concern?

（A）The necessity of reform of Japanese financial system.

（B）American and British economists' view towards Japanese practice of permanent employment.

（C）The justification of the continuity of Japanese employment practice.

（D）The relationship between Japanese culture and its systems of job recruiting.

44．According to the author, all of the following can be concluded from the passage EXCEPT that________.

（A）Japanese system of employment is also applicable to western countries

（B）American analysts' prediction is not well-grounded

（C）the “profound, traumatic transformation” in Japanese employment practice will not occur

（D）the Japanese employment system contributes greatly to its development of productivity

45．The author uses the example of the game maker Sega to show________.

（A）the importance of economic reform in Japan

（B）the progress of Japanese legal system

（C）the contradiction between labour and capital

（D）the cultural influence in employment practice

【解析】

41．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。本题可采用排除法。浏览全文，可发现文中并未采用下定义或归类的写作技巧，故可排除选项A、B；作者确实运用了举例方法，如为说明裁员延续时间之长，举了尼桑首席运营官Carlos Ghosn的例子，为说明终身聘用制的根深蒂固，举了Sega公司裁员败诉的例子，但文中举例数目有限，并非本文的“主要”写作技巧，可排除选项C；由此可确定选项D正确。

42．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。第二段其余内容可作为理解该句的依据——尼桑公司号称“成本杀手”的Carlos Ghosn将用三年时间实施裁员，日本公司还纷纷采取其他措施进行调整，该段末句指出，在严峻的经济形势下，对传统体制的维护引人关注。由此可知，虽然接连有公司宣布裁员，但执行缓慢，显然不愿意采取激进措施摆脱冗余员工，这不可能从根本上撼动根深蒂固的体制。可见选项B最为贴切。

43．答案为C。本题考查对作者态度的理解。作者的major concern可通过论述篇幅的大小和侧重面来体现。第六段首句承认日本需经济改革，但接着便将重点转移到如何应对目前面临的危机上，故排除选项A。本文重点显然不是为转述英美经济学家的看法，故排除选项B。文章第五段指出日本的终身聘用制已深入到其社会文化中，但并未进一步展开，故排除选项D。文章第二段末提及日本企业对旧体制的维护，第四、七、八段从不同角度对其合理性进行阐述，可见这是作者关注的重点。

44．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。由第四段可知，分析人士在作出预期时往往并未理解日本聘用制度的历史根源，选项B正确。通过对17题分析可知，公司尽量减缓裁员步伐，并设法通过其他措施减少裁员，以实现平和过度，选项C的结论与此相符。由文章末段可得出选项D的结论。纵观全文，无法从中得出选项A的结论，故选择A。

45．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文章第四段揭示日本终身聘用制的历史根源已渗透到社会生活各方面，后在第五段举Sega公司因裁员而败诉的例子，显而易见，此例是为了说明聘用制度受社会文化的影响极大，故选项D正确。

Passage 10


Questions 46～50


A leaked Barclays Bank document reveals that organisation has become a byword for corporate greed and explains why consumers hate it so much. Drawn up after unprecedented public relations disasters, the 25-page dossier tells how one of Britain's biggest and most valuable brand names became sullied. It says the attempt to introduce cash machine charges and the decision to close 170 rural branches this year marked the start of an annus horribilis.

It concludes that the bank's brand name now symbolises “a culture of greed” and consumers rightly regard many of its products as “substandard and expensive”. The secret report was ordered by Matthew Barrett, Barclays' chief executive, who was appointed just before the trouble started and has bodyguards to protect him when he leaves his office. “I feel very strongly that there is an urgent need to change the management of communications to help facilitate a more positive image,” Barrett wrote in a memo copied to a select group of executives, including Sir Peter Middleton, the chairman, on May 8.

The resulting document—Project Phoenix, PR and Image Restoration Plan 2000—was produced in June. It notes that public relations difficulties caused by the cash machine and closure announcements were “exacerbated” by a critical Treasury report on banking and the disclosure of Barclays' executive pay scheme. The latter showed Barrett received ￡1.3m for his first three months' work and had secured share options worth up to ￡30m.

“The almost contemporaneous set of events resulted in a media feeding frenzy,” says the report. “The group is seen by many…as the ringleader of anti-consumer measures.” It concludes that the barrage of bad publicity has had “a significant impact” on Barclays' brand image. It says the public regards the bank as “generating excessive profits” and creating a “culture of greed.” Consumers view its products as “substandard and expensive”, shareholders being put before customers and staff.

The report admits: “Many of the group's products and services do not meet the demanding requirements of the Barclays brand and today's highly competitive financial services industry.” Steps to rebuild the Barclays name include a scheme to regain favour in areas where the bank has closed branches and lost influence as a result.

Ten model employees will be parachuted into rural hot spots to charm local dignitaries. The agents, dubbed “the smoothies” by insiders, will be recruited for their “social skills”, says the report. They will be given titles conferring the “appropriate authority for liaising with MPs, MEPs and the media”. They will infiltrate Rotary clubs and other groups to create a positive presence, say sources. “The (agent) would need to have strong communication skills,” says the report, which puts a ￡1m total cost on the project. “(He) would be a modern manager with the ability to project the new face of financial services, always being on brand and on message.” Other schemes include:

*Compiling a database of good news items so that one positive story about Barclays is released every month.

*Making media-friendliness a “core skill requirement” for newly recruited senior executives, while ensuring that Barrett's future exposure to the media is “managed carefully”.

*Establishing “a proper audit trail for the receipt, review and release of all external and internal communications” to prevent leaks.

Eddy Weatherill, director of the Independent Banking Advisory Service, attacked Barclays for tackling its problems with tricks rather than substance. “They need to do something about their image but cheap trickery will get them nowhere,” he said. (0103)

【内容概要】

本文围绕巴克莱银行泄露的一份报告展开。报告称该行在英国公众的心目中已成贪婪的代名词，并揭示这家最大且最具品牌价值的英国银行是如何沦落到这一步的。这份题为Project Phoenix，PR and Image Restoration Plan 2000的报告由巴克莱总裁Matthew Barrett指定完成，旨在改善公司的沟通管理方式，树立积极的企业形象。报告显示对取款机服务收费和关闭农村分支机构的做法引发公关危机，而一项银行业务财务报告和对银行高管巨额收入的公开则令情况雪上加霜。这一系列事件引发媒体竞相炒作，频繁的负面曝光对该行的品牌形象产生重大影响；在许多人眼中，巴克莱俨然成为反消费者的罪魁。报告坦言，银行多项产品和服务确实达不到巴克莱品牌及时下金融服务行业的要求。为此，巴克莱已着手制订计划挽救公司声誉，以重拾昔日的影响力。

【词语解析】

annus horribilis n
 . 多灾之年

barrage n
 . 一连串的问题或批评等

byword n
 . （某人或事物的）别称，代名词

contemporaneous a
 . 同时存在或发生的

dignitary n
 . 权贵

exacerbate v
 . 使恶化，加剧

hot spot n
 . 有麻烦的地方

infiltrate v
 . 潜入

liaise v
 . 联络

ringleader n
 . 罪魁，（做坏事的）头目

Rotary club n
 . 扶轮社（市镇的商人团体，致力于共同为贫病人群募集资金）

smoothie n
 . 圆滑讨好的人，油嘴滑舌者

sully v
 . 玷污，破坏

46．According to the passage, Barclays Bank is facing difficulties because________.

（A）it is losing its profits

（B）it has disclosed a secret report about its poor image

（C）it is losing many of its best employees

（D）it has received much criticism from its consumers

47．The word “exacerbated” in the sentence “It notes that public relations difficulties…were ‘exacerbated’ by a Treasury report on banking…” (para. 3) can be replaced by________.

（A）improved

（B）aggravated

（C）criticised

（D）questioned

48．According to the passage, the new schemes suggested in Project Phoenix, PR and Image Restoration Plan 2000________.

（A）show that Barclays Bank fully realises its problems

（B）are designed to change the Bank's image

（C）meet stronger criticisms from the public

（D）can never be realised as they are too radical

49．Which of the following is implied, but not directly stated, in the expression “ensuring the Barrett's future exposure to the media is ‘managed carefully’”?

（A）His future exposure to the public must be positive.

（B）His current image is greatly challenged.

（C）His exposure to the public until now has often been negative.

（D）His overall image is totally unacceptable to customers.

50．According to Eddy Weatherill, Barclays Bank________.

（A）should take substantial measures to improve its image

（B）is using its brand name to win more customers

（C）is dealing with its problems seriously

（D）always used tricks to cheat the public

【解析】

46．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。本文围绕巴克莱银行泄露的秘密报告展开。报告揭示银行如何遭遇公关危机，致使企业形象受损，以及将采取何种措施挽回局面。由第一段that organization has become a byword for corporate greed和第二段the bank's brand name now symbolizes “a culture of greed”等信息可知，巴克莱目前面临的困境是公众的质疑和谴责，选项D与此相符。A、C两项文中未提及；选项B意为“公开秘密报告”，是对文章首句a leaked Barclays Bank document的曲解，均应排除。

47．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。exacerbated出现在第三段第二句，指出公关危机的起因是cash machine and closure announcements，进而指出a critical Treasure report和the disclosure of Barclays' executive pay scheme使危机事态发展到另一阶段。银行总裁三个月收入就高达130万英镑，结合前两段公众的反感情绪，认为其贪婪等内容，不难推测高管收入等信息的透露使得危机事态更趋严重，选项B正确，aggravate意为“使恶化”。improve“改善”，criticize“批评”，question“怀疑，质疑”，均与句意不符。

48．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容见第六段至文章末尾。Project Phoenix，PR and Image Restoration Plan 2000提到的方案包括：选派优秀员工深入农村地区开展公关活动；建立正面报道数据库；培养高级管理人员与媒体沟通的能力；建立公司内部及外部文件流转的审查记录。从Barclays采取的措施不难看出，其目的是为扭转公司在人们心目中的负面形象，故选项B正确。末段中Eddy Weatherill抨击Barclays的做法是tricks rather than substance，只注重面子工程无法从根本上提升企业形象，这说明Barclays未充分认识到存在的问题，故选项A错。C、D两项的说法文中没有依据，应排除。

49．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。ensuring the Barrett's future exposure to the media is‘managed carefully’意为确保Barrett今后与媒体的接触应经充分准备，也即要尽量传达积极正面的信息给媒体。结合前面提到Barrett时的介绍who was just appointed…and has bodyguards to protect him when he leaves his office，显然Barrett的做法与媒体和公众拉开了距离，无形中产生了负面影响，故选项C正确。选项A的must be positive语气过强，文中并未强调一定要达到某种目标；选项B和D的解释有些过头，都不及C恰当。

50．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。答题要点在最后一段。Eddy Weatherill抨击Barclays的做法是tricks rather than substance，而且从They need to do something about their image but cheap trickery will get them nowhere．的评论也可看出，Weatherill认为Barclays应该拿出实质性的举措来改善公司形象，而不是仅仅运用并无诚意的手段，故选项A正确。


 问答题

Passage 1


Questions 1～3


In the latest round of credit-card reforms, issuers and retailers are both playing the consumer-friendly angle. Currently lawmakers are debating whether to cut interchange fees, the tab that merchants pay to card issuers each time a customer uses plastic. While retailers claim they would pass the savings on to shoppers in the form of lower prices, card companies argue the legislation will make credit less convenient and more costly—and they may be right.

Merchants have long complained about interchange fees. They say the costs, which amount to roughly 1.6％ of every transaction, erode already razor-thin margins. Last year retailers, the main supporters of three bills now working their way through Congress, forked over an estimated $48 billion in card fees. “We can't keep absorbing these fees,” Kathy Miller, a grocery store owner in Elmore, Vt., testified at a congressional hearing in early October.

In their quest to win over lawmakers, retailers maintain consumers won't get hurt—and may actually benefit. “Our market is extraordinarily competitive,” says Mallory B. Duncan, general counsel of the National Retail Federation, a trade group. “If costs go down, that tends to drive down prices.”

That's not what happened in Australia, though. In 2003 the country's regulators cut the average interchange fee to around 0.5％ of the total bill, from 1％. But most retailers never dropped their prices, and credit-card issuers jacked up borrowers' fees to make up for the lost revenue, according to a report by CRA International, a consultancy. After the regulation was passed, the annual fee paid by cardholders rose by 22％, to an average of $25.65. Annual fees on rewards cards jumped by as much as 77％ since issuers' profits took a bigger hit. Australian card companies generally levied a higher interchange fee on rewards cards to cover the added cost of the perks—as they do in the U.S.

Analysts worry that retailers and card issuers in the States would respond in much the same way. Already U.S. lenders have been raising rates and tacking on new charges for borrowers following a ban earlier this year from Congress on certain practices, including late-payment penalties. “When the banks have a major source of revenue eliminated, they need to raise ［other fees］ to make up for that,” says David S. Evans, a lecturer at the University of Chicago Law School.

Any new rules could make it less convenient for consumers to opt for credit over cash. As part of the proposals, lawmakers are considering whether to let retailers set a minimum payment for purchases with plastic; they now risk paying a hefty fine for doing so. If such changes are made, customers won't be able to pull out their cards all the time. Merchants may also have the option of rejecting a specific card, like a reward card, if they think the interchange fees are too high. Currently retailers must accept all products under a single brand such as Visa. “Consumers want to be able to use their card for any kind of purchase,” says Shawn Miles, MasterCard Worldwide's head of global public policy. The legislation is “anti-consumer.”

Such a defense may work. A report by the Government Accountability Office, an investigative arm of Congress, due out by Now.19, is weighing the potential impact of proposed rules on the care-carrying masses. If the GAO finds that only merchants benefit from lower interchange fees, card companies may win. Says Brian Gardner, a vice-president at research firm Keefe, Bruyette ＆ Woods: “If the report comes out and says there is little evidence that ［the benefits］ would be passed on to consumers, then I think the oxygen gets sucked out of this thing.” (1009)



1．What are interchange fees? Why does the author say “issuers and retailers are both playing the consumer-friendly angle”?

2．What do we know about the credit-card issue in Australia? Why does the passage introduce the situation in Australia?

3．What are the possible worries of analysts about American retailers and card issuers if new rules cut interchange fees?

【内容概要】

本文介绍的是新一轮的银行信用卡改革问题，具体内容是关于零售商在消费者用信用卡购物后交给发卡银行的interchange fees（交换费）是否应该降低这一争议。零售商称交换费过高，影响商家经营利润，并表示如交换费降低，他们会降低商品价格以让利于消费者。作者则以澳大利亚为例，说明在相关费用降低后商家并未真正让利于民，发卡行则采取其他方式提高收取费用，分析家担心同样的情形也会发生在美国。美国国会的下属机构Government Accountability Office（政府责任办公室）就此展开调查，以确定拟议中的相关法规究竟会对消费者带来怎样的影响。文章主题关系金融商务服务，对从事相关工作的读者来说理解较容易些。

【词语解析】

fork over v
 . （不情愿地）付出，交出

hefty a
 . 大量的，数量巨大的

interchange fee n
 . 交换费

jack up v
 . 用千斤顶托起，抬高

opt for v
 . 选择，挑选

perk n
 . 津贴，补贴

razor-thin a
 . 极薄的，极微弱的

rewards card n
 . 优惠卡

tab n
 . 账单，费用

tack on v
 . 在…之后加上（原计划没有的东西）

take a hit v
 . 下跌，下降

【参考答案与解析】

1．Interchange fees are the payments given by retailers(merchants) to credit-card issuers each time when a customer uses credit card in America (which amount to about 1.6％ of each transaction). By saying this the author means retailers support the cutting of interchange fees with the reason that the savings would go to customers(They would “drive down prices”). Card issuers don't agree with the cutting of interchange fees with the reason that such measures would “make credit less convenient and more costly” to customers. They have different attitudes toward the issue (of cutting interchange fees), but both are saying they are concerned about the benefits to(interests of) customers.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。具体内容见第一段。后面两段对相关主题有进一步的举例说明。interchange fees的收取和降低是本文的主题，零售商和发卡银行机构是围绕该事件的双方，双方都希望国会立法机构制定出符合自己一方愿望的法规并提出相应的理由。

2．In Australia, the average interchange fee was cut from 2003 to around 0.5％ of each transaction from the original 1％ under the country's legislation. But most retailers didn't cut the prices of goods they sold after the reduction. With the lost revenue, the credit-card issuers take measures to “make up for” the loss (They “jacked up borrowers' fees”) by raising the borrowers' annual fees on rewards cards. The result is: on one hand, the interchange fee was lowered and on the other, the annual fee paid by cardholders rose much. The author tries to show that whether to cut interchange fees or not is a much more complicated issue than commonly expected, and the credit-card reform in America might learn something from the Australian practice.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，作者在第三段介绍了澳大利亚信用卡交换费收费改革的情况，目的在于为美国正在进行的credit-card reforms提供参照对比材料，也暗示不能简单轻信零售商和发卡行双方作出的承诺许诺等，并提请国会相关机构给予全面慎重的考虑。

3．The author tells us that analysts hold that, if interchange fees are lowered under new regulation, retailers and card companies in America would possibly react (“respond”) “in much the same way” as the Australians do. That means the lenders would raise rates and charges on certain practices, and merchants may reject a specific card to avoid either the loss of revenue or too high interchange fees. So possibly such new rules might “make it less convenient” for consumers to use credit cards (“to opt for credit over cash”).

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第五、六两段。作者在介绍了澳大利亚的信用卡改革的具体实施后，继而介绍分析家们的评论见解，他们的担忧是不希望信用卡改革“重蹈覆辙”，走澳大利亚人的老路，而对消费者并没有带来真正的实惠。相关信息文章均已提供，考生应能把握。

Passage 2


Questions 4～6


The lobbying carried out by food manufacturers to block a European-wide food labelling system backed by doctors is laid bare in a series of private emails published today by The Independent. In a flurry of statements and position papers to MEPs in the run-up to key votes, Kellogg's, Danone, Coca-Cola, Nestle and other manufacturers claimed that colour-coded traffic lights were incapable of informing shoppers about the right diet.

They claimed that studies showed that their favoured percentage-based Guideline Daily Amounts (GDAs) had wide consumer acceptance. Polls by the National Heart Forum and the consumer group? that looked at both systems found shoppers preferred colour-coding. On Wednesday, the European Parliament rejected the traffic light system devised by the Food Standards Agency vote in favour of GDAs. At the same time, they backed the compulsory labeling of harmful trans-fats and country of origin on processed products.

Glenis Willmott, the leader of Labour's MEPs, accused the food industry of heavy-handed tactics. “People weren't being told the full facts and the amount of time and money poured in by lobbyists was huge,” she said. “It must have had an impact.” Mette Kahlin, policy advocate for said: “While I was lobbying in Brussels for Which? it was clear I was outnumbered by industry lobbyists 100-1. Consumer and health organisations don't have enough money to match that.”

Devised by the UK Food Standards Agency in 2006, traffic lights show red lights for high levels of salt, fat and sugar, and amber and green for lower amounts. The British Medical Association, British Dietetic Association and British Heart Foundation are among the health groups that support the scheme. On Monday, the Ad Hoc GDA Group, representing 11 manufacturers including Kellogg's Mars, Nestle and Unilever, emailed MPs in a last-ditch attempt to swing their vote. “We still believe that a traffic light approach provides too judgmental an assessment of foodstuffs—the complex nutritional composition of a food and its place in the diet cannot be reduced to a single colour,” they wrote.

In an earlier email, Nestle France warned that the introduction of a colour-coded system would “create an arbitrary judgment about the food and this, in total disconnection with dietary requirements.” Coca-cola even claimed that a diet based upon green lights could be harmful. In a document headed “Food labelling basic elements for discussion”, sent in 2008, the US fizzy drinks giant told MEPs：“Colour coding gives the consumer false assurances. A diet based upon products with green lights would lead to chronic nutritional deficiencies.”

“The briefings are not based on evidence,” protested Ms. Kahlin, “In the UK we have had traffic lights and no one has been admitted to hospital with malnutrition from eating food signed with green lights. People still eat products marked red but they become aware of what is in their food.” The EU wants to introduce a unified labelling system to cut obesity, diabetes and other illnesses, which are causing millions of lost days at work and billions of pounds in health costs.

At the request of the Food Standards Agency, retailers Sainsbury's and Asda have put traffic lights on their own-label products, but they have been fiercely opposed by Tesco and multinational manufacturers. In recent months, Pepsico, Danone and other global food giants and trade groups have mounted one of the biggest lobbying operations in EU history.

Lobbyists accosted MEPs in bars and restaurants and began turning up in their offices without appointments. They bombarded MEPs with documents, reports and fact-sheets praising GDAs and undermining traffic lights. The lobbying was aimed at members of the Environment committee before a key vote in March, when it rejected traffic lights by 32-30. All 736 MEPs were targeted in the run-up to Wednesday's vote. Manufacturers maintained the lobbying was based on solid evidence.

Kellogg's said: “If we're to win the obesity battle, consumers need a labelling scheme that gives them a much greater understanding of what's in their food so they can make informed choices. GDAs do this in a way traffic lights simply can't, and that's why we'll continue to use and support them.” Coca-Cola said: “Our communication to MEPs was based on thorough research of European consumers that is publicly available.” Nestle said: “GDAs are factual and objective and ensure consumers can evaluate a product's role in their daily diet.” Unilever, Mars and Danone were unavailable for comment. (1103)

4. What is the traffic light system discussed in the passage? What is the function of such traffic light system?

5．Why do food manufacturers carry out lobbying campaign against the colour-coded food labelling system?

6．What are the differences between the Guideline Daily Amounts and the traffic light system?

【内容概要】

本文介绍欧洲市场上发生的关于食品包装中涉及食物成分标签方式的一场争议。原先采用的以百分比标注食物成分的Guideline Daily Amounts的做法为食品生产商和消费者所接受。而英国的食品标准委员会则提出了用不同色彩的“红绿灯系统”（traffic light system）来标注食物中糖、脂肪和食盐等含量的做法。欧洲议会计划推行统一的食品成分标注的做法引起了食品生产制造商的普遍不满和抗议。双方各执己见，制造商更是纷纷游说欧洲议会议员，希望阻挠新法令的通过。

【词语解析】

accost v
 . 走近跟…讲话，与…搭讪

dietetic a
 . 饮食的，营养的

fizzy drink n
 . 充气饮料（汽酒等）

flurry n
 . 一阵急风

last-ditch a
 . 最后防线的，拼死的

run-up n
 . 预备期，前奏

trans-fat n
 . 反式脂肪

【参考答案与解析】

4．It is a colour-coded “European-wide food labelling system” devised by the UK Food Standards Agency in 2006. It is intended to tell customers the nutritional ingredients in the food, with red lights showing high levels of salt, fat and sugar, amber and green for lower amounts of these ingredients. It is intended to inform shoppers about the right diet so to reduce obesity, diabetes and other illnesses.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见文章前四段，文章主题围绕欧洲拟改变食物包装上成分标签的做法引起的不同意见，并对traffic light systm及其原则作了简要的介绍，考生可根据相关信息给出简要回答。

5．They claim that such a system is not capable of “informing shoppers about the right diet”. Their reasons include: it might create an arbitrary judgement about the food and give the consumer “false assurances”, and the food based on green lights “could be harmful” and lead to “chronic nutritional deficiencies” and a single colour will not show the “nutritional composition of a food and its place in the diet”. They criticise that complex nutritional composition reduced to a single colour is not in connection with dietary requirements and hold that the scheme should give people a much greater understanding of ingredients in the food and help people make “informed choices”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第一、二和第六、七几段。食品制造商普遍对采用新的成分标签法表示不满，大力游说欧洲议会议员以阻止该法案的通过。他们坚持原来采用的GDAs的做法，认为原来的标签方法给消费者提供更明确的信息和食用指导。

6．The GDAs are percentage-based, based on solid evidence, give more specific information of the ingredients in the food. They are considered “factual and objective” and can be used to evaluate a product's role in daily diet. In the traffic light system, red lights are used for high levels of salt, fat, sugar and amber and green for lower amounts. It is not based on the percentage of ingredients in the food and gives too judgmental an assessment of food. The argument is over which scheme gives cunstomers enough information about nutritional ingredients and helps them make better choices.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。本文的主要内容就是关于两种食物成分标签方法的争议和观点，介绍了食品制造商、立法部门和相关领域的专家等的意见。两种做法上的区别有明确说明，考生可给出简要的对比总结。

Passage 3


Questions 7～10


What a triumph. Bank shares are rising, the FTSE 100 index is back where it was a week ago, and the queues have evaporated. Not many people are putting new deposits in Northern Rock, but a few are taking a punt on its shares. Order is restored. Actually, that 8％ rise in Northern Rock's share price is very embarrassing for the authorities. It reflects the fact the bank is worth more because its deposits are guaranteed by the Treasury. That looks like a straightforward bail-out for Northern Rock's shareholders, exactly the outcome the Bank of England has warned would store up trouble for the future.

The Bank is right, of course. If all deposits at all banks were to be guaranteed—which seems to be the implication of the chancellor's statement—the state is potentially accepting an enormous liability. Worse, an odd incentive is created: managements who are insulated from a run on their bank might be inclined to take wilder risks with the cash. The chancellor and the Bank also know that, which is why Monday's emergency sticking plaster will be replaced by something more permanent and more sensible once the storm passes.

The US model seems to be the one the Bank has in mind. Over there, 100％ guarantees are given on sums up to $100,000 (￡50,000) and deposits are returned within days of a bank's failure. There is little need to fill in forms, which seemed to be another worry for those queueing at Northern Rock's branches. The US-style system seems infinitely fairer on customers, who can't reasonably be expected to assess the merits of various banks' business models before deciding where to place their savings. It should also prevent bank runs that last for days and provoke panic at more solid outfits.

But what about the incentive to managements to bet such guaranteed deposits in wacky ways? That is where reform becomes complicated. If deposits, up to a certain sum, are to be guaranteed by the state, then the state needs to be compensated for taking on that risk. How about a higher rate of tax on banks' profits, or some other form of annual charge based on a bank's capital ratios? Banking bosses and their investors would scream at the idea, but it's perfectly logical. In fact, as part of the deal, the state should probably also demand tighter regulation of banks' activities. That means rethinking the role of the Financial Services Authority, which has responsibility for banking supervision. Until now, the FSA's “light touch” approach has been applauded around the world, especially on Wall Street, where bankers look enviously at a British system based on the sensible application of principles rather than hard-and-fast rules.

But Northern Rock is not a terrific advert for the FSA's style of doing things. It is unfair to say the regulator was asleep—it has warned as much as anybody of the risks posed by the complexity of modern financial markets. But it is fair to say that banks and financial institutions are less inclined to listen to a watchdog that prefers to bark rather than bite. Overkill would be even worse, but the balance may have to be addressed.

Over in the US, they have a different way of dealing with the global credit crunch which caused so many problems for Northern Rock. They cut interest rates at the first sign of trouble. True to form, the US Federal Reserve cut rates by 0.5％ last night. The stock market loved it. But snap reactions are often wrong. The Dow Jones Industrial Average soared at news of the cut. It was reminiscent of January 2001 when a cut of the same size—designed to ease the effects of the deflating dotcom bubble—provoked a one-day, 299-point rise in the Dow. Over the next eight weeks, however, the Dow fell by 1,600 points. Why? Simply the realization that the Fed's fears of a recession were well-founded.

Could we see a similar storyline this time? Quite possibly. The danger in a 0.5％ cut is that Ben Bernanke, the Fed chairman, does serious damage to the value of the US dollar, which is already at an all-time low against the euro. The US is struggling to attract investment from overseas to fund its current account deficit; Bernanke has just made the task harder. He is also sending a direct signal that the risk of recession in the US is real. The idea that an aggressive cut is good news may not last long, and indeed the Fed's statement spoke about promoting economic growth over time. The phrasing was hardly bullish. (0803)7. Why does the author mention the bank of Northern Rock at the beginning of the passage?

8．What does the author mean by saying that bankers on Wall Street “look enviously at a British system based on the sensible application of principles rather than hard-and fast rules” (para. 4)?

9．Paraphrase the underlined part in the sentence “But it is fair to say that banks and financial institutions are less inclined to listen to a watchdog that prefers to bark rather than bite”. (para. 5)

10．Explain the sentence “The idea that an aggressive cut is good news may not last long”. (para. 6)

【内容概要】

文章从北石银行股票遭遇的巨大波动谈起。作者关注的重点是，如果银行的客户存款（根据一定的比例）由国家担保，这对银行管理层是一种刺激鼓励做法，但国家也应由于承担这样的风险而获得相应的补偿。其方法包括可对银行获得的利润征收较高的税率或以某种方式对银行的资本率按年度收取费用。作者认为，国家既然承担上述风险，就应该对银行各项活动加强监管。

本文对不熟悉金融行业基本知识的考生会有一定障碍。金融和经济是当代社会的基本“要素”，考生应有意适度加强对这方面的文章阅读。

【词语解析】

advert n
 . 广告

all-time a
 . 空前的，创记录的

chancellor n
 . （英）大臣

crunch n
 . 财政压力，不足，短缺，艰难局面

hard-and-fast a
 . 明确的，不容改变的

outfit n
 . （工商业）机构，公司

overkill n
 . 超量毁伤，超量摧毁

punt n
 . （法罗等牌戏中的）一分

sticking plaster n
 . 胶布，橡皮膏

wacky a
 . 古怪的，怪癖的

well-founded a
 . 有根有据的，理由充足的

【参考答案与解析】

7．The author introduces the falling and rising of the bank of Northern Rock as a starting point to show the heavy banking storm, the coming of global credit crisis and possible approaches to be adopted to guaranteeing repayment of bank deposits.

本题考查对文章的基本内容和主题的理解。主要内容见文章开头两段。作者以Northern Rock银行为例，旨在说明面临的银行危机的严重性，以引起对相关问题的重视。

8．The author is trying to show (different approaches adopted by)/difference between the US model and British system in dealing with the banking crisis. The former is more rigid and the latter more flexible. The British flexible application shows that the government is shouldering more liability while the banks take less responsibility, and such an approach makes the Wall Street bankers envious.

本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解和推断能力。相关内容在第四段有说明。作者试图对英美两国的制度和做法作一鲜明、直接的对比，借华尔街银行家之口以显示英国做法的特点。

9．The author uses the metaphorical expression to describe the government supervision bodies and the attitudes of banks and financial bodies. The “watchdog” refers to the government supervision body/regulator, “bark” and “bite” are two verbs with alliteration used to describe the preferred approaches adopted by the regulators, bark, oral warning, persuation; bite, taking regualting actions and giving punishment

本题考查对相关句子意义的理解推断能力。作者在这里使用了隐喻的表达方式以揭示对政府监管部门做法的批评。考生只要认真阅读相关部分，应能得出正确的理解。

10．The sentence means that the suggestion of reducing interest rates radically sounds good and will be welcome but in the long run its consequence may not necessary be positive. The author uses the example of the rising and falling of Dow Jones in 2001 to show the possible damages such approaches brought to economy.

本题考查对文章的基本内容和句子意思的理解和推断能力。相关内容可见最后两段。作者举例说明，单靠降低利率的做法未必能真正解决问题，而且可能会有多方面的负面影响。考生可以给出自己的解读。

Passage 4


Questions 11～13


It was one of those statements that everyone remembers decades after the event. The year was 1998, Russia had defaulted on $40 billion in domestic debt, and foreign investors who were heavy buyers of those bonds were licking their wounds. An angry banker declared that Westerners would “eat nuclear waste” before sinking money into Russia again. Just six years later, Russian bonds are again a hot property, Moscow is considered one of the world's most reliable borrowers, and two of the three international rating agencies have given Russia an investment-grade seal of approval. Among Russia's biggest cheerleaders? Western investors.

On Nov. 18, Fitch Ratings upped its long-term rating for Russian government bonds by one notch, to an investment grade BBB-. That came a little more than a year after Moody's Investors Service also raised Russia's bonds to investment grade. “Russia has turned in a phenomenal macroeconomic performance, surpassing our bullish expectations,” Fitch's lead Russia analyst Parker told investors on Nov. 19.

It's no secret why Russia's fortunes have turned around so dramatically. Oil and gas account for 55％ of Russia's exports—and with oil prices around $50 a barrel, the country is raking in petrodollars as never before. In 1998, when oil averaged just $13 a barrel, the country earned $14.5 billion from black gold. This year, with production bolstered by huge investment and rising prices, it is expected to pull in $78 billion. Moscow's foreign-currency reserves now total $113 billion—a ninefold increase since the end of 1999 and a comfortable cushion against any new crisis. But if Russia has been lucky, it has also made the most of its luck. In the past five years, President Putin's economic managers, led by Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin, have taken full advantage of their oil and gas windfall to get government expenditures in hand and fashion a functioning tax system. “Kudrin has delivered a first-rate fiscal policy. It's under his watch we've gone from being a bankrupt nation to an investment-grade net creditor,” says Al Breach, chief economist at Moscow investment bank Brunswick UBS.

The sea of oil has allowed Russia to reduce its foreign debt from almost 100％ of gross domestic product in 1999 to about 32％ today. Fitch predicts general government debt will fall to 25％ of GDP by the end of the year, well below the 40％ benchmark it considers normal for a BBB rating. Meanwhile, Kudrin is socking away surplus oil revenues in a newly created “stabilization fund” designed to protect the budget against a fall in prices. The fund has already accumulated $19 billion.

Of course, not all the financial news from Russia is positive. Putin's deliberate destruction of Russia's biggest oil company, Yukos, has had investors wringing their hands. And while economists give Russia high marks for fiscal management, they're less flattering when it comes to structural issues such as banking reform and deregulation. “It's a well-managed oil story, rather than a reform story,” says Peter Westin, chief economist at Aton Capital, a Moscow brokerage.

These concerns explain why the third major rating agency, Standard ＆ Poor's, has so far held out against giving Russian bonds an investment grade. While Fitch's announcement is encouraging, an upgrade from S＆P is far more important because the key benchmark for international bond investors, the Lehman Aggregate Bond Index, requires investment-grade rating from Moody's and S＆P before a country's bonds can be included. Large U.S. institutional investors track the Lehman index. These investors may not have long to wait. Russia's financial situation is so solid that analysts are convinced an S＆P upgrade is just months away. (0503)



11．Why do western investors change their attitude toward Russia within a period of six years? Give a brief introduction of Russia's economy over the past years.

12．Explain the sentence “But if Russia has been lucky, it has also made the most of its luck.” (para. 4)

13．What does chief economist Peter Westin mean when he says “It's a well-managed oil story, rather than a reform story” (para. 6)?

【内容概要】

本文内容围绕极为引人注目的俄国过去十多年的经济变化起伏。自上世纪90年代起，俄罗斯的社会经济发生了巨大的变化。在世纪之交的六七年里，一方面由于俄罗斯石油开采量和出口的增长，另一方面由于国际石油价格的上涨，俄罗斯的经济形势发生了巨大的变化，政府的外债和政府的一般债务水平大大降低，成为被西方看好的投资热点之一。阅读这类经济分析文章是了解相关经济发展的一个重要途径。

【词语解析】

benchmark n
 . 水准点，标准

bullish a
 . 乐观的，抱有信心的

default n
 . 违约，拖欠

deregulation n
 . 撤销管制，撤销控制

notch n
 .等，级

rake v
 . 用耙子耙拢，收集

sock away v
 . 把钱存放一边

windfall n
 . 意外的收获，横财

【参考答案与解析】

11．It is mainly because of the rapid and great change of Russia's economic situation, which is shown by the dramatic increase of Russia's fortunes from oil and gas export, reduction of domestic debt (from 100％ of GDP to 25％), sharp reduction of foreign debt and general government debt, and ninefold increase of foreign currency reserves. Today Russian bonds become “a hot property” and Russia one of the “most reliable borrowers” in the world, and western investors become “Russia's biggest cheerleaders”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见前三段。在六年的时间里，俄罗斯的经济发生了巨大的变化，西方投资者的态度也由此改变，作者对相关的背景及变化的原因给出了简明扼要的说明，考生应能作出相应的概要说明。

12．Russia has been lucky because of rising oil prices (from $13 a barrel to $50 a barrel), huge investment in oil production, and great increase of Russia's foreign-currency reserves. With the benefits from oil and gas production and export, and the control of government expenditure, and a functioning tax system well established, all of which contribute to the change of Russia's economy.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和给出解释的能力，主要信息见第四段。作者一方面指出俄罗斯在经济方面的变化改善有运气成分，但也指出这与政府有关部门在决策方面采取了正确的措施和策略不可分离。

13．What Peter Westin means is, Russia is mainly successful in the management of oil and gas production and great achievement in fiscal management, but not quite successful in its structural reform, including banking reform and deregulation.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出解释的能力。相关内容见第六段。作者指出俄罗斯的经济发展尚有不稳定的成分，并借用莫斯科一家经纪公司首席经济学家Peter Westin的话指出其问题所在，考生可据此给出扼要的解释说明。

Passage 5


Questions 14～16


You're hard at work at the office when the phone rings. It is a stranger, an executive recruiter who says she is aware of your experience in your industry and wants to see if you'd be interested in a “job opportunity”. You are told that the job is in your field, in some far-off city, perhaps. You are given a broad description of job duties at a “major consulting firm”. But the company's identity is withheld until the recruiter has met you and seen your resume. You hang up feeling a bit flattered—but unsure about how to proceed.

The next step is important: Check the recruiter's credentials. Ideally, this individual should have at least 8 to 10 years of experience, specializing in your field. Also try asking about some of the recruiter's recent successful placements. (At least one recruiter says he's always open to naming some “satisfied customers”.) If everything checks out, you can e-mail your resume, which the recruiter will then enter into databases it will use to help its clients fill openings. If the recruiter meets and likes you, she will send you to the hiring company. Recruiters estimate that only a half-dozen finalists are picked from an initial pool of a few dozen.

Recruiters can help a job hunter progress in salary and responsibility. Some “contingency recruiters”—paid only after a job is filled—start placing candidates at $50,000 salary or lower. But many more place candidates in jobs with salaries of $70,000 or higher. “Retained recruiters” typically work to fill jobs with salaries beginning at $100,000 or so. “Being recruited really helped me out of a career slump,” says Jenny Herring of Des Moines, Iowa. She worked with recruiter Tom Kellerhals, senior partner with the Westminster Group in Chester, S.C., to get a job at Principal Global Investors, a financial-services firm. “I had applied for many, many jobs on my own without success,” Ms. Herring says. “［Mr. Kellerhals's］ contacts opened the right doors for me and helped me get a great job. He also helped negotiate an attractive salary and relocation package.”

Decades ago, recruiters—or “headhunters”—focused primarily on top officials, such as chief executive or chief financial officers. Many placement firms still specialize in filling corner offices. But recruiters today—some 5,000 such firms operate in the US—also comb the ranks of mid-level managers and specialized workers.

In addition to reviewing the resumes they have in hand, recruiters say they also scan news and industry trade publications to learn about promising employees and company reorganizations. Such practices account for many of the “cold calls” received by employees who have not made any moves toward changing jobs.

Between 1992 and 2000, the overall recruitment industry grew by “double-digit percentages” each year, says Joseph Mc-Cool, editor-in-chief of Executive Recruiter News in Peterborough, N.H. Industry growth has since cooled, he says, but he expects a 5 to 6 percent uptick this year. Despite being bombarded with talent in a tight job market, firms often employ recruiters in order to keep job searches secret, or to locate candidates with specific, hard-to-find credentials. In many cases, human-resources departments are stretched too thin to conduct their own specialized searches. Some recruiters, by contrast, keep continuously updated databases of 50,000 to 100,000 names.

Should you become one of those names, experts say, find a way to become a standout. “Listen to the recruiter's story ［about a given job］,” says the Westminster Group's Kellerhals. “Try to establish a relationship with a recruiter that would allow the recruiter to easily remember you. A great way to do that is to be helpful. Try to help the recruiter identify other candidates if you've expressed no interest in a job.” Job hunters can also contact recruiters themselves using such resources as Kennedy Information's “Directory of Executive Recruiters.” The book cites recruiters by industry specialty, region, and most common salary levels. “I wouldn't be overly aggressive,” says Mr. McCool. “It might be perceived as being desperate.”

Keep in mind that the recruiter's loyalty is to the hiring firms. “You will only hear from them if they're doing a search in which the job title, job objective, and experience match what is on your resume,” says Marilyn Moats Kennedy, managing partner at Career Strategies in Wilmette, Ill. “They don't work for you. They work for the person who pays them.” And companies can be very exacting. “In this economy, the clients are more specific,” says Rita Kohn, senior vice president in the Westport, Conn., office of executive-search firm Dawn Taylor Associates, in New York. “It requires a lot of flexibility on the part of even qualified candidates.” (0309)



14．What is the possible difference between “contingency recruiter” and “retained recruiter”?

15．What are the changes in the job of recruiters over the past decades?

16．What advice is given in the passage to job hunters in their contact with recruiters?

【内容概要】

猎头公司这一行当对今天的青年来说不算是什么新鲜事物了。文章对这一行当几十年来的演变发展做了概要介绍，包括contingency recruiter和retained recruiter的区别，在猎头公司工作的招聘人员工作特点的变化，以及应聘者在应聘面试时应注意的方面。本文的主题比较单一，内容明白易懂，也比较贴近考生熟悉或面临的找工作寻求就业中的一大方面。

【词语解析】

contingency n
 . 偶发，应急

exacting a
 . 严格的，苛求的

standout n
 . 突出的人

【参考答案与解析】

14．The pay of contingency recruiters depends on the tasks they have completed and retained recruiters receive their fixed salary regularly. The contingency recruiters often place candidates in jobs with a lower salary ($50,000 or lower) but retained recruiters usually place candidates in jobs with a higher salary (beginning at $100,000 or so).

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第三段。文章介绍了contingency recruiter和retained recruiter的区别，考生可根据相关信息给出简要回答。

15．A few decades ago, recruiters mainly focused on “top officials”, including chief executive and chief financial officers. But today many recruiters also turn to “mid-level managers” and “specialized workers”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第四段，反映了过去几十年来所招聘人员层次的变化。

16．According to the passage, the job hunter should try to be a good listener and to be outstanding (“become a standout”) in front of recruiters so as to let them “easily remember you”. They should also try to be helpful and recommend other candidates when they are not going to accept a job.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见最后两段。作者从自己的观察和分析出发，对求职者在应聘过程中应注意的方面提出了自己的建议和忠告。

Passage 6


Questions 17～19


Generations of job applicants have been turned down because they don't score enough on intelligence tests. But now people risk being rejected if they are too smart. An increasing number of employers in Britain uses an interview test mat not only pinpoints the not-so-bright, but weeds out those who are too clever for the job. The idea behind the Wonderlic Personnel Test is that people can be too dumb or too bright for a job. If they are intellectually challenged they will require more training, but if they are over-qualified and too clever, they are likely to become bored and leave. In both cases, the employer faces additional costs to find replacements.

A prospective police officer, for example, who scored more than 50 per cent, would be considered less suitable for the job than one who gets a more modest 35 per cent. The test provides a minimum and maximum mark for a range of jobs based on answers given by thousands of previous applicants for those jobs. It also groups jobs by expected intelligence levels. Lawyers, who top the charts, go with editors, advertising managers and research analysts. Policemen go with: typists and receptionists, chemists go with engineers, and debt collectors with computer operators.

A handbook accompanying with the test says: “People who score high on a cognitive ability test often become bored and frustrated if placed in jobs where all decisions about what to do and when and how to do it are built into the design of the job. This increases the odds that the person will become unproductive and possible quit.” In America the test is used by many companies to filter out people who are not suitable for the job. In many cases they don't even get interviews which, according to the Wonderlic handbook, are pretty useless anyway: “On average interviews are only 8 per cent more effective than flipping a coin,” says the company.

Charles Wonderlic, who runs the operation from his headquarters in Illinois, claims that employers should be concerned with extreme scores at either end of the range for each job. “Staff turnover is an issue,” he said. “Gravitational theory suggests that people apply for jobs they think they are qualified to get, but people apply for jobs outside their range too.”

“People want jobs that will be physically and mentally challenging, but if they are overqualified they are less likely to be challenged, and more likely to get bored and to leave.” “The further a secretary, for example, is from the average of 23 for that job, the less likely the average person applying for the job they are. That should raise concerns about training costs, if they are the low end, and replacement costs if they are high.”

Those who are too clever will also, he suggests, socialise with people from a similar intellectual background and will become disenchanted with both the job and their salary. The maximum possible score in the test is 50, but only a handful of people have ever achieved that. (0003)


HOW YOU SCORE




	Job
	Point score



	low/high
	ave.



	Lawyer
	24-35
	30



	Editor
	25-34
	29



	Chemist
	24-32
	28



	Auditor
	23-31
	27



	Accountant
	21-31
	26



	Teacher
	20-31
	26



	Manager
	20-29
	25



	Nurse
	19-29
	24



	Secretary
	18-28
	23



	Sales rep
	17-26
	22



	Police
	17-25
	21



	Clerk
	16-25
	20



	Shop manager
	14-24
	19



	Mechanic
	13-21
	17



	Warehouseman
	11-21
	16



	Packer
	10-19
	14




14．According to the passage, what is the major difference between the conventional criteria for job recruiting and the principle of Wonderic Personnel Test?

15．What are the possible disadvantages suggested by the Wonderlic Personnel Test if over-qualified applicants are recruited?

16．Paraphrase the following expressions, paying attention to the underlined parts.

(a) “If they are intellectually challenged
 …” (para. 1)

(b) “This increases the odds
 that…” (para. 3)

(c) “Staff turnover
 is an issue…” (para. 4)

【内容概要】

本文围绕一种针对求职者的人事测试Wonderlic Personnel Test展开，介绍其与传统智力测验的区别及设计理念等。过去求职者常因智力测验分数不高而遭拒绝，但现在英国有越来越多的雇主在面试中运用该测试，该测试不仅能区分出能力不济的应聘者，也能挑选出能力过高的应聘者。其设计基于这样的理念：如受聘者智力水平不足，雇主需对其进行额外培训；如受聘者相对其所在岗位而言能力过高，则往往会对工作感到厌烦，并可能最终选择离开。而无论发生上述哪一种情况，雇主都将面临另找替补者而产生的额外费用。该测试给出了适合一系列工作的最低及最高分数，同时还对各种工作所需的智力水平进行分类以供雇主参考。负责该测试运营的Charles Wonderlic提醒雇主，应关注每种职位测试中的极高和极低分，因员工的流动率对企业而言是一个大问题。

【词语解析】

accompany v
 . 附有

cognitive a
 . 认知的

disenchanted a
 . 对…失望的，对…不抱幻想的

odds n
 . 可能性，机会

prospective a
 . 未来的，可能的

socialise v
 （同他人）交往，交际

weed out v
 . 淘汰，剔除

【参考答案与解析】

17．According to the passage, the conventional criteria for job recruiting are that applicants who score high on intelligence tests are accepted, while those who score low are rejected. The principle of the Wonderlic Personnel Test, however, is that only applicants of similar intelligence levels are qualified for the job. That is to say, not only will the not-so-bright be weeded out, applicants who score more than the required level could be less suitable for the job as well.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。答题要点见第一段。文章第一句实际上讲的就是传统的录用标准，第一段其余内容则概括了Wonderlic Personnel Test的设计原则。The idea behind the Wonderlic Personnel Test is that…一句是较为明确的提示。

18．We can learn from the idea behind the Wonderlic Personnel Test that if over-qualified applicants are recruited, they are quite likely to become bored and frustrated and finally choose to leave because the jobs are not challenging enough to make them stay. And this means a high staff turnover and extra costs for the employer since they have to find replacements.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。答题要点见第一段和第三段。第一段在介绍Wonderlic Personnel Test的原则时便提及over-qualified的受聘者可能会给雇主带来的风险。第三段援引了该测试附带的handbook的内容，其中也包含了同样的信息。考生只需在通览全文的基础上进行归纳和总结即可。

19．a) If the applicants are not up to the required intellectual level or not bright enough (to do the job)…

b) This increases the chances/possibilities that…

c) The changing rate of staff members is an important subject (for a company).

本题考查对句子意思的理解和转述能力。以上三句分别出自文章的第一、第三和第四段。考生应以Wonderlic Personnel Test的设计理念及原则为基础，结合具体语境充分理解这几处表达，并据此进行恰当、通顺的转述。

Passage 7


Questions 20～23


Frustrated by excessive demands at work? Resentful of being passed over for a promotion? Afraid of losing your job? Never fear. A “toxic handler” may be near. Two University of British Columbia researchers poking around at the underside of corporate life have identified this new kind of hero.

“Toxic handlers,” Peter Frost and Sandra Robinson write in the current Harvard Business Review, are employees skilled in removing the “mental toxins” of the modern workplace. The toxic handler—typically a senior manager but not the top boss—listens to troubled colleagues, invents creative solutions, and helps translate “mission impossible” into “mission accomplished”.

And far from being too focused on feelings to get the job done, toxic handlers make a real contribution to the corporate bottom line—if only by helping keep good people from leaving. One example the researchers cite is a computer executive in Europe who was asked to guide a 120-member team, already shell-shocked from downsizing into using as “open concept” office layout. It was a radical idea since the employees were used to private offices.

The executive's approach was simply to listen to his colleagues: “He called himself ‘Big Ears，’” says Mr. Frost. The transition went smoothly. “The only complaints were that there weren't enough trash cans,” he says. By combining interpersonal skills with technical competence, toxic handlers such as Mr. “Big Ears” help “manage organizational pain,” Frost adds.

The article is full of metaphors of pain and poison. But it also identifies opportunities for leadership that can be practiced by employees at any level of an organization. Frost ticks off four key points that came from his research: “The whole notion that there are people who step in and manage pain; the fact that there's a lot of pain out there to manage, largely as a result of corporate downsizing; the fact that the people I dealt with (in this research) were not ‘bleeding hearts’ or human-resources specialists; and that a lot of them got pretty sick.”

It is critical that toxic handlers avoid taking on the pain themselves, say Frost and Robinson. Health-care professionals are typically trained to defend themselves against putting their own health at risk by getting too caught up in their patients' problems, Frost notes. But toxic handlers in the corporate setting run the same risk of exposure without adequate defense. “Managers get sent in with pop guns and little tin shields,” says Frost, when they should be protected “as if they were handling radioactivity.”

Some toxic handlers might be described simply as office peacemakers. Consider Alexandra, a vice president at a financial institution in New York. She spent half her time as peacemaker among colleagues. The new MBAs coming to work there “always came in acting like they owned the world,” she told researchers. “They tended to be pretty arrogant and heavy-handed with the secretaries and clerical workers. They offended them so much that they couldn't concentrate on their work. So first I had to explain to the staff that these young professionals were…just seriously lacking in interpersonal skills. Then I had to pull the new MBAs into my office and help them understand that being a boss didn't mean bossing people around.”

Frost's work on the concept of toxic handlers began when he noticed that he felt particularly run down and burnt out at the end of managing a stint in 1994. Since then, he and Robinson have studied what he calls a “rolling sample” of about 70 toxic handlers in Canada, the United States, Europe, and Australia. By definition, their data are anecdotal, and they have no means of cross-checking their subjects' stories. But Frost is confident. “We're onto something with authenticity.” Frost and Robinson insist that toxic handlers are not “enablers” who make it possible for their bosses to get away with bad behavior. But Frost sees the next phase of their research focusing on “the role of the toxic handlers in educating toxic bosses in order to improve the situation.” (0003)



20．What is a toxic handler? Who can work as a toxic handler?

21．What is the significance of the promotion of the concept “toxic handler”? Who first started the study on this concept?

22．Explain briefly the four key points raised by Mr. Frost from his research.

23．Tell the meaning of the following metaphors used in the passage.

(a) “He called himself ‘Big Ears’.” (para. 4)

(b) “…the people I dealt with…were not ‘bleeding hearts’ or…” (para. 5)

(c) “Managers get sent in with popguns and little tin shields…” (para. 6)

(d) “…as if they were handling radioactivity.” (para. 6)

【内容概要】

不列颠哥伦比亚大学研究员Peter Frost和Sandra Robinson在对职场生活进行大量分析后，确认toxic handler这一新角色的存在。他们在发表于Harvard Business Review
 的文章中称，所谓toxic handler即指那些善于处理工作场合中负面情绪（mental toxins）的员工，且充当这一角色的往往并非企业的高层决策者，而是高级管理人员；其对企业的贡献在于防止人才的流失。Frost在文中列举了得自这一研究的四个要点：企业内部的问题有人来解决；有待解决的问题数量众多，且多由企业结构的精简造成；研究对象既非“同情心泛滥者”，也非人事专员；他们中许多人曾受疾病困扰。研究者认为，toxic handler所处工作环境压力大，因此确保其自身不受负面情绪的影响尤为重要。文中还提到Frost对toxic handler概念的研究源于自身在工作环境中感受到的负面情绪。

【词语解析】

bleeding heart n
 . 看似富有同情心的人

boss around v
 . 对…发号施令

cross-check n
 . 再次确认，再次核对

heavy-handed a
 . 强势的，不顾他人感受的

pass over v
 . 不考虑提升某人

peacemaker n
 . 调节者；和事老

poke around v
 . 到处寻找

pop gun n
 . 玩具枪

rolling sample n
 . 滚动样本

run down v
 . 诋毁；贬低

shell-shocked a
 . 焦头烂额

tick off v
 . 用记号标出

【参考答案与解析】

20．According to the two researchers, toxic handlers are employees who help solve the mental or interpersonal relation problems of staff members. They listen to their troubled colleagues and find problems and solutions, thus helping accomplish “impossible missions” of an organization. It is typically a senior manager who works as a toxic handler, but not the top boss.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解能力。答题要点参见原文第二段。两位研究者Peter Frost和Sandra Robinson在Harvard Business Review
 上介绍其研究成果时，对toxic handler的核心作用进行了阐释，并顺带提及toxic handler的典型人选。

21．The promotion of the concept “toxic handler” could let more people recognize the mental problems that employees could have in their workplace. And it is Peter Frost and Sandra Robinson, two researchers from University of British Columbia, who first started the study on this concept.

本题考查对文章细节的理解和推断能力。文章第五段提到Frost列举的得自该研究的四个要点，其中涉及企业内部工作环境的有两点：一是强调toxic handler的存在，另一点则说明在企业内部存在大量问题有待解决。从这两点出发，综合考虑全文，不难推断提出toxic handler概念的重要意义。由末段可知，正是这两位研究者最早进行了这方面的研究。

22．The first point was listed to tell employees that “there are people” who show their concern and willingness to offer help when problems arise; the second point was listed to promote people's recognition of problems in the workplace and the necessity to solve the problems; the third point told us that the sample in the research were just ordinary employees who were not hired specifically to remove the “mental toxins” in the workplace; the forth point reminded people that more attention should be paid to the health condition of the “toxic handlers”.

本题考查对文章细节的理解和概括能力。研究者Frost从其研究中提炼出上述四个要点，前两点涉及企业的内部工作环境，后两点针对的则是其研究对象的群体特征。考生需将其中的每一点与上下文进行关联思考，方可正确地理解其含义。

23．a) “Big Ears”＝a patient listener

b) “bleeding hearts”＝people with soft/weak mind

c) “pop-guns”＝toy guns/weapons without much use

“tin shields”＝devices used for self-protection

d) “handling radioactivity”＝dealing with big trouble/difficulty/problem

本题考查对文中句子意思的理解推断能力。以上句子中均含有隐喻用法，考生若想深入、到位地理解这些句子的含义，就需结合其语境进行思考和联想。

Passage 8


Questions 24～27


Roast Starbucks! For the trendy coffee retailer, a public-relations nightmare was brewing last week, courtesy of the caffeinated mix of labor activists, consumer groups and environmentalists that brought us Seattle's World Trade Organization protests. Campuses were mobilized, press kits mailed, and protests planned in 29 cities. An open letter to Starbucks chairman Howard Schultz was signed by the likes of Friends of the Earth, the Cincinnati Zapatista Coalition and San Francisco's Harvey Milk Democratic Club. “The farmers who make you rich earn poverty wages,” the letter said, “Sweatshops occur not only in the factory but also in the field.”

But just in time to avoid being tarred as the Nike of corner cafes, Starbucks, America's largest gourmet-coffee company, caved last Friday, agreeing to launch a line of Fair Trade-Certified beans. The politically correct coffee is grown on small farm cooperatives rather than large plantations. It sells for a minimum of $2.77 per kg—which goes directly to the farmers rather than the middlemen, who often pay growers less than $1.10 per kg. The increase means that the farmers, who hand-pluck their beans and carry them down the mountain in 45-kg sacks, can afford to send their children to school. “Fair Trade gets the benefit back to the family farmer,” says Starbucks vice president Dave Olsen, emerging from negotiations with activists. “It is consistent with our values.”

It also reflects the growing muscle of the corporate-accountability movement. From dolphin-free tuna, to old-growth-free lumber, to child-labor-free carpets and sweatshop-free sneakers, environmental and social concerns are invading the marketplace as never before. Coffee, the world's second most heavily traded commodity after oil, is the first food-stuff to be independently certified for the U.S. market based on criteria of economic justice. “Our vision is nothing less than restructuring the inequities between North and South,” says Paul Rice, head of TransFair USA, the certifying group.

Funded by the Ford Foundation, TransFair USA is the newest member of a decade-old nonprofit network in 41 countries that monitors coffee-growing practices and controls the Fair Trade-Certified label. The movement, which began in Europe, includes 300 democratically run cooperatives in Latin America, Asia and Africa that represent 550,000 of the world's 4 million coffee growers. TransFair USA plans to certify other imported foodstuffs, including chocolate, tea and bananas, as is done in Europe.

Starbucks, the first big U.S. retailer to sign on, will promote its new coffee beans later this year with in-store posters and brochures and keep the product on the shelves in 2,000 outlets for at least a year. Will the effort percolate through the whole $18 billion U.S. coffee industry? Global Exchange, the San Francisco-based human-rights group that organized the aborted protest, is calling on companies such as Folgers and Maxwell House to follow suit. Warns Medea Benjamin, a Global Exchange official, “Coffee without the Fair Trade seal is very likely sweatshop coffee.” (0009)



24．Explain briefly Fair Trade discussed in the passage and the practice of the Fair Trade-Certified label.

25．What is the “corporate-accountability movement” (para. 3) according to the passage?

26．Introduce briefly the nature and function of the certifying group TransFair USA.

27．What is the attitude of Starbucks, the biggest American coffee company, towards the issue of Fair Trade?

【内容概要】

本文由美国咖啡业巨头Starbucks遭遇的一次公关危机展开，介绍了一场兴起于欧洲、目前在美国进行得如火如荼的咖啡公平贸易认证运动。劳工维权人士、消费者和环保人士针对Starbucks发起大规模抗议，多家维权及环保组织联名呼吁该公司提升咖啡种植者的收入，改善其贫困的生存状态。迫于压力，Starbucks同意推出一系列获公平贸易认证的咖啡豆，此豆由小型农业合作企业种植，售价有最低限制，以确保种植者获得合理收入。这一事件反映出企业社会责任运动的力量在美国正日渐壮大。咖啡是美国市场上第一种基于经济公平准则进行独立认证的食品。公平贸易认证机构TransFair USA负责监管咖啡豆的种植及认证标志的发放，该机构还计划对其他进口食品进行认证。Starbucks是美国首个加入该认证体系的大型咖啡零售商，人权组织Global Exchange呼吁Folgers等公司加入该认证体系。

【词语解析】

(by) courtesy of 蒙某人的好意；由于…原因

brew v
 . （风暴等）行将发生，酝酿

cave v
 . 让步；屈服

muscle n
 . 力量；影响力

percolate v
 . 传播；渗透

press kit n
 . 宣传资料袋

sweatshop n
 . 血汗工厂

the likes of sth. n
 . 类似的人或物

【参考答案与解析】

24．In this passage, Fair Trade refers specifically to the measure taken to guarantee the fair price of coffee grown and sold by family farmers. A minimum price is set to protect them from being exploited by the middlemen, thus helping them earn enough money to support their family. The practice of the Fair Trade-Certified label was first adopted in Europe; the label is a good way to distinguish politically correct coffee from sweatshop coffee. In the USA the non-profit certifying group TransFair USA controls the use of this label.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。Fair Trade 是本文关键词，第二段第一句在说明Starbucks为平复抗议所采取的措施时，就提到了Fair Trade-Certified beans一词，该段还详细介绍了这种politically correct coffee是如何体现公平贸易原则的。至于应用Fair Trade-Certified label的做法，文章第四段有详细介绍。

25．According to the passage, this is a movement that calls on companies or corporations to shoulder their responsibility for upholding social, political, and economic justice in their operation. In the USA, this movement is becoming more influential in the business world, and many environmental and social problems are brought into the focus of attention when important decisions are to be made.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。答题要点见文章第三段。针对咖啡进行的公平贸易认证，只是美国企业社会责任运动的一个方面。这一运动的影响力日渐扩大，环保和社会问题对美国市场影响空前。

26．The certifying group TransFair USA is a newly founded non-profit organization and it is part of a huge international network that supports the fair trade of coffee. TransFair USA is responsible for the supervision of coffee production and controls the use of Fair Trade-Certified labels; it also intends to certify other imported foodstuffs.

本题考查对文章基本内容和具体细节的理解概括。文章第四段介绍TransFair USA是a decade-old non-profit network的最新成员，这表明其性质为非盈利机构。该段还指出，这个network在41个国家监控咖啡生产过程，控制公平贸易认证标志的使用，这间接说明了TransFair USA的职责和作用。

27．Starbucks, the biggest American coffee company, agrees and accepts the idea of Fair Trade. We can infer its attitude from the fact that it agrees to launch “a line of Fair Trade-Certified beans”. In addition, Starbucks also plans to take measures to promote its new, politically correct coffee beans and keep such beans on the shelves in 2,000 outlets for at least a year.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解及分析能力。文章第二段说明Starbucks决定推出获得公平贸易认证的咖啡豆以克服公关危机，第五段则介绍Starbucks将采取的营销举措，这都说明Starbucks最终接受了Fair Trade的提议。

Passage 9


Questions 28～31


The patient, E.Z., is in failing health, and the European surgeons are arguing bitterly at the operating table. The Greek doctors call for a feeding tube, oxygen, antibiotics, the works. Nonsense, say the Germans. Get the patient up on his feet and slap him around a little. What he really needs is to lose some weight. Never mind that each is acting in accordance with his own self-interest. It's the profligate Greeks, whose screw-ups helped drag Europe into its deepest crisis since World War Ⅱ, who are mostly right in this argument—and the disciplined, hard-working Germans who are mostly wrong. Europe's economy is already so weak that Teutonic belt-tightening, however meritorious in ordinary times, threatens to push the Continent into a deep and long-lasting recession.

The European stimulus-vs.-austerity debate that raged throughout 2011 is a replay of the one from the Great Depression. Then it was a Briton, John Maynard Keynes, arguing the case for boosting demand and an Austrian, Friedrich Hayek, wanting to purge the rottenness from the system. It's a measure of the discipline's meager progress that economists and policymakers haven't managed to settle this dispute in the intervening 80 years. The very human tendency to mix up economics and morality is what makes the Keynesian case for expansionary government policy hard for politicians to defend. From the standpoint of righteousness and clean living, the Germans are way ahead of the Greeks, the Portuguese, the Spaniards, and the Italians. Saving and investing are virtuous for families; it's hard for people to imagine that on the scale of nations, too much frugality can cause problems.

Frugality can backfire, however—and in 2011, it did. Keynes had put his finger on the problem, calling it the “paradox of thrift.” One person's spending is another's income, he observed. So when everyone spends less in a recession, incomes fall. The more people try to save, the more the economy slows, and the harder it gets to put money aside.

There's even a related “paradox of toil.” It says that when an economy is stuck in a rut, with interest rates at or near zero, cutting wages can backfire. Wage cuts lead to expectations of deflation and cause employment to fall rather than rise, says the person who coined the new paradox, Gauti Eggertsson, an economist at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. That's a scary thought for the Greeks, who are hoping they can keep the euro but effect an internal devaluation based on lower wages, and in the process make their economy competitive again.

Austerity got a fair shot in Europe in 2011, and it's failing. Countries on the periphery are attempting to close budget deficits through a combination of tax hikes and spending cuts. The hope is that evidence of financial probity will impress the financial markets, lower interest rates, and give the private sector the confidence to spend and invest, revving up growth. Instead, nearly the complete opposite is taking place. Government retrenchment sucked demand out of the economy, depressing tax revenue and making balance even harder to achieve. Private forecasts of European growth sank throughout the past year as this dynamic played out. A 2012 recession is highly possible, although as of late November the European Central Bank staff economists were still predicting growth of 0.4 percent to 1 percent in the coming year.

There's no doubt that Southern Europe needs to earn its way out of debt by running trade surpluses instead of chronic deficits. In other words, it needs to act more Germanic. But it's impossible for every country to run a trade surplus, just as it's impossible for every person to be a better-than-average driver. Italy and the others can manage to run trade surpluses only if Germany agrees to do the opposite, importing more than it exports. If we're going to expect the Greeks to act like Germans, the reverse needs to happen as well. Germany needs to live a little, spend more, relax in Mykonos—in other words, be more Mediterranean. That's a lot to expect, since the German people have been convinced by the current crisis that laxity is the road to ruin.

As 2012 beckons, it seems increasingly likely that the euro zone is headed for a crackup. Stephen A. King, the chief global economist of HSBC, believes that the only solution for Europe is for creditors and debtors to focus on their mutual interest in healthy economic growth. A pro-growth consensus would break down the inhibitions against aggressive fiscal and monetary stimulus. Yet nothing of the sort will happen, King says, until it's blatantly obvious that only dramatic action will prevent a breakup of the common currency. “The world has to go crazy before you can do crazy things,” he concludes. “That's what the Fed waited for, and that's what the ECB will have to wait for.” Stand back from the operating table—here comes the defibrillator. (1209)



28．What is the European stimulus-vs.-austerity debate?

29．Why does the passage say that “Frugality can backfire”(para.3)? What is the “paradox of thrift”?

30．What is the related “paradox of toil”? Why does the author say it's a “scary thought” for the Greeks (para. 4)?

31．Explain the two sentences a) “Instead, nearly the complete opposite is taking place.” (para. 5) and b) “In other words, it needs to act more Germanic.” (para. 6)

【内容概要】

本文讨论的是战后最严重的经济衰退危机，欧元区各国应采取的应对措施。围绕采取刺激还是紧缩措施的争议实质堪称是1930年代经济大萧条时期的争议的翻版。根据作者的分析，以德国为代表的西欧国家和南欧的希腊、葡萄牙、西班牙及意大利等国国情不同，理应采取不同的、可称之为“互补”的对应措施。文中介绍的paradox of thrift（节俭悖论）和paradox of toil（劳作悖论）即表明，为走出经济萧条，如采取的措施不当，则会起到相反的效果，使经济更趋恶化。

【词语解析】

defibrillator n
 . （电击）去纤颤器

E.Z.＝euro zone n
 . 欧元区

laxity n
 . 松弛

Mykonos n
 . ［希腊］米克诺斯岛（位于爱琴海中部）

probity n
 . 正直，诚实

profligate a
 . 恣意挥霍的

pro-growth n
 . 支持生长（的），支持增长（的）

retrenchment n
 . 缩减

rev up v
 . 加速

screw-up n
 . 一团糟，混乱

【参考答案与解析】

28．Facing the deepest economic crisis since World War Ⅱ, European countries are arguing over how to deal with it. As each eountry is acting in accordence with the self-interest, different strategies are proposed showing a tendency “to mix up economics and morality”. The dispute has not been settled in the past 80 years and the focus of the debate is whether to stimulate demand or to advocate thrift to get over the current economic crisis.

本题考查的是对文章基本内容的理解，见第二段。面对世界经济危机，欧元区欧洲各国究竟应采取怎样的措施有不同的认识和做法，作者在这方面提出了自己的看法。

29．On the moral level, frugality would normally be considered good for individuals and families and also “meritorious in ordinary times” for a country's economy. However, on the level of economy of a country or on the scale of nations, particulary in times of economic crisis, frugality can really cause severe problems. Therefore, thrift might become a kind of “double sword”. The paradox can be expressed this way that, one's spending can become another's income; and one's income, another's spending. So the double nature could produce unexpected and undesired results.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，牵涉从上下文正确理解有关词语和句子。主要见第三段。从一国的经济恢复发展来说，因基础和条件的原因，单纯追求提倡节俭节约未必解决问题，因此作者借用了凯恩斯提出的paradox of thrift一说来说明问题，并提出其可能取得适得其反的效果（backfire）。

30．It is a phrase coined by economist Gauti Eggertsson and it is in a way similar to “paradox of thrift”. It means that wage cutting can also lead to different possibilities. In times of recession (“economy…stuck in a rut”), it can lead to deflation and falling of employment (“can backfire”). As Greeks hope to achieve economic competitiveness again through lowering wages, this “paradox” indicates that Greeks would not easily achieve their aim this way. The author points out the possible severe consequences of such an approach for Greece.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见第四段。这是面临经济恢复任务的另一举措，作者认为，削减工资的做法同样可能起到相反的效果，尤其就希腊的国情而言，未必是一解决办法。在文章的下半部分，作者作进一步展开。

31．The sentence means that the practice of austerity is actually failing in Europe, and what they achieve is contrary to what they have hoped for. Therefore, instead of speeding up economy and achieving balance, the economy continues to deteriorate and would lead to possible recession in 2012.

The sentence means that to recover their economy, to close budget deficits, and to run trade surpluses, Southern European countries should learn more from the “disciplined, hard-working” Germans, or in other words, they should “do the opposite” to what they have been used to.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，分别见五、六两段。作者指出，单纯采取austerity和frugality的措施，取得的效果和欧洲国家期望的正相反，只会使经济衰退越陷越深。作者在该段进行了对比分析描述。作者在第六段又指出南欧国家要恢复经济，须多多向德国学习，作者在全文多次对德国和其他欧洲国家（主要是南欧）的差异作了比较，提出了德国民族值得他国学习的优点。


文化教育


 选择题

Passage 1


Questions 1～5


The majority of the country's top universities have introduced schemes to give preferential treatment to pupils from poorly performing comprehensives. They range from lower A-level offers to reserving places for them. Supporters of “handicapping” argue that it gives recognition to bright pupils who have been inadequately taught and promotes social mobility. Opponents, however, believe some schemes crudely discriminate against private and grammar school pupils because of political pressure.

Out of the 39 institutions that are members of the Russell Group and 1994 Group of research universities, at least 30 have introduced schemes that give some form of extra recognition to whole categories of applicants from comprehensives or from deprived areas. Gillian Low, head of the Lady Eleanor Holles School in Hampton, west London, and president of the Girls' Schools association, said: “We are absolutely in favour of social mobility. The issue is how that is achieved, how talented people from disadvantaged backgrounds are identified. Our objection is to anything that is generic by type of school as it does not address the individual pupils, it potentially discriminates against them.”

Low added: “It doesn't, for example, take account of the person at the low-performing school who is having private tuition—or the fact that many of our pupils are on full bursary support. It's too crude a tool.” Programmes include one at Manchester introduced for 2011 entry that gives priority consideration to applicants from underachieving schools and deprived areas. Durham is using a similar system.

Bristol, Exeter, Nottingham and some departments at Edinburgh advise admissions tutors to consider lowering the standard offer for a course if a successful applicant is from an underperforming school. Research at Bristol released earlier this year justified this approach on the grounds that students who had attended poor schools outperformed those with the same grades who had been better educated.

This autumn, a group of 12 universities led by Newcastle and including Birmingham, Essex, Leeds and York will pilot a scheme for about 300 promising candidates nominated by their comprehensives. They will be given coaching and in most cases will be entitled to offers up to two grades lower than applicants going to university through standard routes. Cambridge gives extra points to candidates from schools with poor average GCSE grades when shortlisting candidates, while Oxford gives priority to similar applicants when deciding who to interview. Neither university lowers its grade offers for places on this basis, however.

Pressure on universities to increase their numbers of state school pupils was expected to ease with the election of the Conservative-led coalition. Instead, however, the government, under pressure from the Liberal Democrats, has pursued a similar approach. This weekend, David Willetts, the universities minister, said: “These are the kinds of initiatives, transparent, based on robust evidence, looking at applicants' potential, which are a good way of promoting social mobility.”

Steve Smith, vice-chancellor of Exeter and president of Universities UK, said: “Universities make strenuous efforts to seek out potential by looking at a number of factors when selecting students, but they cannot admit people who are not applying.” “This is why schemes that provide varied offers and seek out potential, as well as supporting applicants in preparing for higher education, can be so important.”

Only a handful of universities, including the London School of Economics, University College London, Warwick and Queen Mary, London, have held out against favoring whole categories of applicants although all four give extra individual recognition to candidates who have succeeded against the odds. Birmingham, Southampton and the medical school at King's College London, set aside places for students at comprehensives in their regions. The Access to Birmingham scheme, which this year will admit 193 students—4％ of the intake—gives candidate lower offers on condition they complete courses to prepare them for higher education. (1103)

【内容概要】

本文介绍英国一流大学招生改革的举措以及由此引起的争议和不同观点。具体内容是关于如何对来自较落后地区普通中学的、或是家庭经济条件较差、但成绩优秀的学生采取preferential treatment的做法。英国多所高校正在考虑或推出的做法包括降低对某些课程的成绩要求、提供专门的辅导、优先提供推荐生面试机会、以及给来自这些学校的考生保留部分招生名额等做法。这类改革措施的积极一面是提升了social mobility，给出身贫困的学生提供了进入一流高等学府深造的机会，但引起人们担忧的是具体操作方法的公正性和可行性，以及引起另一种不公平现象的可能性。

【词语解析】

bursary n
 . 奖学金

handicap v
 . 给（较强选手）设置不利条件

intake n
 . 吸入，录取新生

Russell Group n
 . 在科研和教学均居领先地位的英国20所一流大学组成的高校联盟

shortlist n
 . 供最后挑选用的候选人名单

vice-chancellor n
 . 大学副校长

1．The expression “social mobility” used in the passage mainly means that________.

（A）private and grammar school pupils go to study in comprehensive schools

（B）state school pupils go to study in private and grammar schools

（C）talented students from underachieving schools are admitted to top universities

（D）students from all sorts of schools are treated equally in university admission

2．A major concern of the head of the Lady Eleanor Holles school is________.

（A）how to implement social mobility in university admission

（B）how to identify talented pupils from poor schools

（C）how to teach students from underachieving schools

（D）how to investigate the backgrounds of applicants

3．When Gillian Low gave the example of the student “at the low-performing school who is having private tuition”, what she wanted to convey is________.

（A）students from underachieving schools should not have private tuition

（B）students from low-performing schools vary in their financial conditions

（C）students should be treated on an individual basis instead of “type of school”

（D）students' academic achievements are related to their economic conditions

4．All of the following can be found in universities' new entry schemes EXCEPT________.

（A）lowering the standard offer for a course if an applicant is from a poor school

（B）giving extra points to students from schools with poor average GCSE grades

（C）giving priority consideration to students from low-performing schools

（D）reserving places for applicants from poor schools at a fixed proportion

5．Which of the following cannot be true according to the passage?

（A）The London School of Economics, University College London, Warwick and Queen Mary, London, have not offered the new entry scheme.

（B）The majority of the British universities have agreed to give preferential treatment to students from low-performing comprehensives.

（C）The education in comprehensive schools is often poorer than that of private and grammar schools in Britain.

（D）British universities are allowed to adopt different approaches to enrol students from underachieving comprehensive schools.

【解析】

1．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，相关内容主要见第一段，全文也多次提供相近信息。选项A和B的表达错误，D的意思从“常识”角度来看似能接受，但与文章传递的信息显然有较大的差异，应予排除。C的概括准确到位，和文章传递内容吻合，为答案。

2．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第二段。该校校长对大学招生促进social mobility的政策表示支持，但是对如何从落后地区学校选拔优秀学生的具体操作提出疑问。选项A、C和D或是概括欠妥，或是文中未提及的内容，应予排除。

3．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。内容见第三段。校长Gillian Low的话表达了一种担忧和看法，即不能简单地根据学校类别、档次而笼统地谈招生的social mobility，条件较差的学校里也有家境优越的学生。选项C表达了她的“言下之意”，即对学生应根据具体情况分别对待。选项A并非说话者的原意，B确实表达了说话者欲反映的情况，但不是话语的要点，D的解释错，均予排除。

4．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第三、四、五、八段。可采用排除法。选项A、B和C的内容与相关段落内容吻合，予以排除。D的表达和末段意思大体接近，但at a fixed proportion的说法过于绝对，与原文信息不符，符合题意，为答案。

5．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息散见各段，同样可用排除法。选项A与第八段提供的信息相符，C的内容在全文中屡有提及，D的意思可根据文中提供信息做出归纳，以上均予排除。选项B中the majority of the British universities与文中提供的信息并不一致，符合题意，为答案。

Passage 2


Questions 6～10


Americans have become addicted to superlatives. We seem to need our regular “hyperbole fixes” as if to validate our own existence. This national syndrome becomes most egregious during the run-up to the “Super Bowl”, a football game that more often than not turns out to be the “ho-hum” bowl. But to the attuned ear, this pumped-up hype routinely infects most of our conversations. This exaggeration is not the exclusive province of the magpies of sports talk. In a broader sense, some of these embellishments carry with them a subtle but undeniable element of dishonesty.

The news media is perhaps most culpable in promoting our obsession with overstatement. Consider last November's midterm elections. Television's political pundits portrayed the results as a “landslide victory” for Republicans and a rejection of President Obama. While it's true that the GOP picked up 63 seats, the “massive win” becomes a slim plurality when you crunch the numbers.

Michael McDonald, a professor of politics at Virginia's George Mason University, found that only 41 percent of eligible voters even bothered to vote in the so-called GOP landslide. And within that 41 percent, the margin of victory for House Republicans in the national popular vote was about 7 percent. Still, the media acted as though America had become a tea party nation. In reality, more Americans identify as Democrats (31 percent) than Republicans (29 percent), according to a recent Gallup survey.

Distortions like this tend to be at their most shameful during triumphs and tragedies, precisely when facts and events should be able to stand on their own without being propped up by the banalities of those paid to read a TV teleprompter. I recall during CNN's live coverage of Pope John Paul Ⅱ's funeral in 2005, one of my colleagues gushed in her impromptu on-air eulogy that the late pontiff was “the pope of the whole world！”

Such silly media pronouncements are so common that few of us even notice them as they float off into the ether. Yet such hyperbole is not just pompous; it also reveals considerable ignorance. My former colleague's remark marginalized not just the billion or so Protestants and Eastern Orthodox adherents who don't follow orders from Rome but also the 4 billion Muslims, Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, and others who don't consider the pontiff worthy of such adulation and veneration. Perhaps just as embarrassing amid this verbal extravagance was the failure to note the significant Catholic dissent over his legacy. Many Roman Catholic clerics, including Jesuits, had been quite critical of John Paul Ⅱ; some were privately relieved his time at the helm was up.

“Great” and “awesome” are other examples of overused words that have become almost meaningless. Earthquakes, tsunamis, and tornados bearing down on you are awesome. Bone-crunching NFL football tackles and films like “Avatar” are not. “Awesome” is so overused it can now be rendered to mean “rather ordinary”. “Tragedy” has become another nearly meaningless word. It used to be reserved for events of mass casualties and deep suffering. Now it's applied to stories ranging from lost puppies to quarterly earnings reports. The adage (attributed to Stalin) comes to mind: “The death of one man is a tragedy. The death of millions is a statistic.”

The real tragedy is the demise of intelligent self-expression, a consequence of our shriveling vocabularies. Well may we cringe listening to contemporary blather, especially superlatives like “unbelievable”, which should properly be used to describe politicians. Sometimes this national obsession with superlatives does a genuine disservice. Wherever did we get the idea that everyone who serves in the military is a hero? Heroism demands an act of valor. A retired US Navy captain I know put it best: “Heroes are selfless warriors who risk their lives and often give their lives so others may live. There are plenty of warriors and wannabes, but very few genuine heroes.” If Americans insist on anointing themselves with superlatives, they should at least strive to imitate the British, who are the true masters of exaggeration.

The late historian Barbara Tuchman was spot on: “No nation has ever produced a military history of such verbal nobility as the British…. There is no shrinking from superlatives…. Everyone is splendid: soldiers are staunch, commanders cool, the fighting magnificent.” Years later Ms. Tuchman told me nothing she ever wrote received such an overwhelmingly favorable response as that passage. But rather than imitating British hyperbole, Americans would do well to master the art of understatement and dry wit, the other speaking technique at which the British excel.

In the film “A Hard Day's Night,” John Lennon was asked by an inquiring reporter about his impressions of the United States.

“How did you find America?” Lennon was asked.

“Turn left at Greenland,” he replied. (1109)

【内容概要】

美国人喜欢用夸张的说法（superlatives，hyperbole fixes，exaggerations，oversatement）展开讨论，因此也可以说本文是一种关于文化现象的讨论批评。作者对美国人在日常生活中过度使用夸张语言的现象持批评态度，并举了不少从各类媒介上找来的例子。作者认为，过度使用夸张语言的做法不实事求是，不客观，歪曲事实，反映了一种追求浮夸的不良风气。文章结尾作者把美国人的做法与英国人语言使用中的understatement（低调陈述）作了对比。读者不妨联系现代汉语演变中的一些趋势进行比较。

【词语解析】

adage n
 . 格言，谚语

anoint v
 . （尤指作为宗教等仪式）涂油于

banality n
 . 陈词滥调

bear down on v
 . 冲向，向…逼近

blather n
 . 胡扯

cringe v
 . 畏缩

culpable a
 . 该受惩处的

demise n
 . 逝世，崩，死

egregious a
 . 无比的，厉害的，惊人的

embellishment n
 . 装饰（品）

gush v
 . 喷出，涌出

ho-hum a
 . 嗬-哼呣，沉闷的，令人厌倦的

impromptu a
 . ＆ ad
 . 即席地（的），临时地（的）

Jesuits n
 . 耶稣会会士

marginalize v
 . 忽视，忽略

on-air a
 . 无线广播的

pontiff n
 . 教皇，主教

teleprompter n
 . 电子提词机

valor n
 . 大胆，无畏

wannabe n
 . ［口］＝want to be，眼高手低者

6．The expression “hyperbole fixes” (para. 1) can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）understatement idioms

（B）overused words

（C）exaggerative expressions

（D）impromptu eulogies

7．The author uses the example of “landslide victory” (para. 2)________.

（A）to celebrate the victory of Republicans over Democrats in midterm elections

（B）to show how the expression can distort voters' attitude towards the two parties

（C）to display how metaphors can be used by the news media to inform the readers

（D）to demonstrate how America had become a tea party nation

8．In the example of “the pope of the whole world” (para. 4) from his former colleague, the author implies all of the following EXCEPT that________.

（A）other religions should also be respected

（B）Roman catholic clerics could have different attitudes towards the Pope

（C）this kind of praise is often meaningless and only shows one's ignorance

（D）Pope John Paul Ⅱ is worthy of such adulation and veneration

9．In comparing the American use of superlatives with the British exaggeration, the author mainly tells us that________.

（A）Americans and the British can learn from each other

（B）Americans should imitate British way of using hyperbole

（C）Americans lack intelligence in their use of superlatives

（D）the British excel at both the art of overstatement and understatement

10．The passage used John Lennon's reply to “How did you find America?”________.

（A）to display the British use of understatement and dry wit

（B）to give an example to show John Lennon's personality

（C）to show the difference between American and British exaggeration

（D）to compare the national characters of Americans and the British

【解析】

6．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力，信息点不仅在第一段，且贯穿全文，而且是和文章议论的主题密切相连的，作者因此多次使用了几个同义词和近义词，互为参照。选项A、B和D均为错解，应予排除。

7．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。相关内容见第二、三两段。这是作者所举的反映美国人语言极度夸张的例子之一，选项A、C和D的解释或不准确，或不切题，或有错，均应予排除。B的说明准确到位，是对该夸张比喻的客观描述，为答案。

8．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，相关信息见第四、五两段，可采用排除法。这是作者所举的反映美国人语言夸张的又一例，只要联系一般的世界宗教文化背景，解题头绪就清楚了。选项A、B和C或反映了一般的常识性判断，或反映了普遍性的真理，或是根据常识得出的客观判断，符合题目要求，应予排除。选项D的意思和作者的意思显然相对，符合题意，为答案。

9．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见文章最后两段。作者将英美两国人对夸张语言的使用进行比较，和全文讨论的主题内容和批评意见前后相承，选项C的陈述清楚明白。选项A并非作者的原意，B没有准确表达作者的含义，D的解释意思本身也能成立，但作为对该题的回答，不能说是正确到位的，应予排除。

10．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确推断句子的能力，见最后两段。选项B的说明和判断与文章本身的意思有偏离，C的判断不正确，D的说法大而无当，过度概括，均不能接受。选项A的解释明确到位，为答案。

Passage 3


Questions 11～15


History may soon become extinct in our secondary schools, only less missed and less lamented than before. A new study by the Historical Association found that 3 out of 10 comprehensives no longer bother to teach the subject, which isn't part of the core curriculum after the age of 13. Only 30 per cent do GCSE history. The researchers interviewed 700 history teachers. Most British kids can name every contestant appearing in The X Factor, but a substantial number don't know about the Battle of Trafalgar, 20 per cent believe the Germans, Spanish or Americans once occupied Britain and some think Winston Churchill was the first man to walk on the moon.

And who were the dunces who decided to make this subject optional? Why the Tories when last they ruled over us. That was then. Today's Tories are ardent History Boys, eager to return to the days when the past was hammered into the heads of the young, or embellished tales of glory to give British children an inheritance of innate superiority. Michael Gove, Shadow Schools Secretary for Children, has been banging on about this for a while and earlier this year the Tory Andrew Rosindell raised the issue in parliament, but regrettably turned a serious debate into brassy, right-wing patriotism: “The peoples of these magnificent British Isles…have a rich and proud history like no other.” Really, sir? So Fat Henry and his sorry wives or Churchill only have to stand up to blank out the histories of Egypt, Turkey, Mexico, Austria, Greece, India, France, Iran and other old lands?

Many of us who long passionately for the reinstatement of history as a core GCSE subject are now concerned about the substance and purpose behind the Tory plans to do just that. They have a burning desire to use history as a feelgood hallucinogen, get its band of revisionist stars to head up the cavalry, to lead us back to the future. As this prospect approaches, at times I think the current state of ignorance may prove to be less harmful. When politicians exploit these and turn them into propaganda, the results can be lethal.

We are not immune. Thousands of Britons today swallow the BNP's message and vote for racist views, thus betraying the legacy of their iconic war against Nazism and the millions of Indians, Africans, Chinese, Caribbeans and others who fought with this country in both world wars. When the BBC hosts these blackguards on its most prestigious programmes and uses democracy as an excuse, it too is guilty of treacherous historical amnesia. Arguably, the lack of good historical education makes our citizens more open to neo-Nazi brain-washers. Young Muslims too, are easily plucked off by charismatic Islamists who weave fictionalised accounts of splendiferous Islamic epochs when they did no wrong and brought paradise to earth.

There is another disconcerting trend. Britain is deeply conservative and these days looks back longingly to the Tudors, Georgians, Victorians, Edwardians, wartime Britons, and now the Sixties. Showman historians provide our public with an entertaining and comforting view of what has gone before. Audiences are never really forced to question things or feel troubled. If we are to reinstate history as a key subject in secondary schools, we must do so with a better understanding of its impact, and design the syllabus to tell as full a story as possible of this complicated nation and its connections to the world. Few in power have the imagination to take up this challenge because that would be too tricky. Yet our children have a right to learn about British fascism as well as the battles and ultimate victory over Hitler; they need to be taught about how this country set up the endless conflict in Palestine, and the mistakes made by the British government when Zimbabwe was created. Hardly anyone over 20 in Britain knows this. The coming generations surely must, if only to understand the games played during the bitter Cold War, particularly as we may be returning to those days.

The long neglected positive aspects of our history also need to be exhumed. As left-wing historians often point out, the hard-won democratic rights we enjoy were not bestowed by kings and the landed gentry, but were wrested by oppressed peasants, industrial working classes and the abject poor. Most black, Asian and Arab British children do not know about the many white anti-Imperialist MPs and an alarming number are woefully ignorant of the erudite Arabists who loved the Middle East and its many cultures. If we had known better the history of Iraq and Afghanistan, our government might have avoided the foolhardy and disastrous interventions that have left us with no credit. I write here as one of the ignoramuses. I was not taught anything about Afghanistan and have only now started to understand a little more about the people and the places.

Oscar Wilde wrote: “The one duty we owe to history is to rewrite it.” And having rewritten it as honestly as possible, to teach it to those who will inherit our land. (1003)

【内容概要】

本文从英国中学课程中历史课地位的变化谈起，作者介绍，英国“普通中学教育证书考试（GCSE）”核心课程又将发生变化，历史课将被列为选修课。作者对这一做法持批评态度。作者认为，历史的教训值得牢记。右翼分子患的是一种历史遗忘症，英国在二战中与纳粹德国奋战，但是英国人当中不乏持种族主义和新纳粹思想者，英国法西斯主义仍有其市场。作者强调应进行全面、完整的历史教学，积极吸取历史教训，这样才能使年轻一代对世界有正确客观的认识，从而防止和避免人类的灾难。

【词语解析】

abject a
 . 可怜的，赤贫的

amnesia n
 . 记忆缺失，遗忘症

Battle of Trafalgar 1805年发生在西班牙西南部Cape of Trafalgar的海战，通过此役英国舰队击败了法国和西班牙的舰队

blackguard n
 . 无赖，恶棍

blank out v
 . 除去，删掉，使无效

brassy a
 . 吵吵嚷嚷的，厚颜无耻的

dunce n
 . 蠢才，笨蛋

embellish v
 . 美化，装饰

exhume v
 . （从墓内）掘出（尸体）

feelgood a
 . 浑噩自得

foolhardy a
 . 莽撞的，蛮干的

hallucinogen n
 . 幻觉剂

ignoramus n
 . 苯蛋，浑噩无知的人

reinstate v
 . 修复，使恢复原状

splendiferous a
 . 华丽的，壮丽

11．When the author says “today's Tories are ardent History Boys” (para. 2), he implies that________.

（A）the Tories should be responsible for having made the subject of history optional

（B）the Tories have realised the mistakes they made in the past

（C）the Tories plan to resume the course of history in secondary education

（D）the Tories want to use history to gain back the ruling power of the country

12．Which of the following is true?

（A）Winston Churchill was a statesman in the 20th century British history.

（B）The Germans, Spanish or Americans once occupied Britain.

（C）British fascism led to the ultimate victory over Hitler in World War Ⅱ.

（D）The Battle of Trafalgar was fought in the Trafalgar Square in London.

13．The passage mentions the histories of Egypt, Turkey, Mexico, Austria, Greece, India, France, Iran and other old lands________.

（A）to support the right-wing patriotism of the Tory Andrew Rosindell

（B）to show the proud history of Great Britain over the past centuries

（C）to question the right-wing patriotism of the Tory Andrew Rosindell

（D）to agree with the Tories on the interpretation of the British history

14．Which of the following is not the author's major concern about the reinstatement of history as a core GCSE subject?

（A）The history of the Tudors, Georgians, Victorians, Edwardians, wartime Britons.

（B）The Tory's purpose in planning to reintroduce history as a GCSE subject.

（C）The possible use of history as simple propaganda for political purposes.

（D）The negative aspects of the British history and the lessons to be learned.

15．The basic tone of the passage can be described as________.

（A）indifferent and sarcastic

（B）persuasive and appreciative

（C）nostalgic and retrospective

（D）critical and argumentative

【解析】

11．答案是C。本题考查通过上下文正确理解句子的能力。内容见第二段。作者在该段中指出英国保守党从前一次执政到本届政府对中学设置历史课做法上的变化，同时揭示其所持的右翼态度。选项A的说法不正确，选项B的说明不符合事实，选项D的意思并未体现在作者写的这句话中。该句话包含了选项C的意思。

12．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。四个选项涉及的内容分散在第一、二、四段中，有的需要一点基本的历史背景知识。选项B、C和D均和历史事实不符，应予排除。在作者写a substantial number don't know…，20 percent believe…and some think…时，考生应从这样的句式推断出作者在指英国年轻人不了解相关的历史事件或事实等。

13．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。具体内容见第二段。作者在该句前即批评英国保守党同意加强中学历史课的教学是别有用心，是出于right-wing patriotism的目的。作者在该反问句中提到这些国家的历史，显然是对保守党以Andrew Rosindell为代表的右翼思想的责问。选项A把事情说反了，选项B和作者表达的意思相反，选项D也错解了作者的意思，均应排除。

14．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。作者对英国保守党把恢复中学历史课为政党的政治目标服务的做法持异议，对此在整篇文章中进行了层层揭示，选项B、C和D在文中的几个段落都有说明和批评，反映了作者的关注或担忧，均应排除。选项A列举的英国历史上的王朝等各代表性阶段见第五段，是为了说明英国人的保守倾向，而并非作者对历史课恢复问题上的关注，是为答案。

15．答案是D。本题考查对作者和文章的语气语调的判断。作者从英国中学是否应恢复历史课一事的讨论开始，进而对保守党在此事件上表现的态度和立场提出疑问和质疑，与纯粹的介绍或叙述性文字有明显的差异。选项A、B和C均没有准确总结出本文的语气语调，或概括不全面，应予排除。选项D的总结大体正确。

Passage 4


Questions 16～20


At the tail end of the 19th century, Friedrich Nietzsche suggested that natural history—which he saw as a war against fear and superstition—ought to be narrated “in such a way that everyone who hears it is irresistibly inspired to strive after spiritual and bodily health and vigour”, and he grumbled that artists had yet to discover the right language to do this.

“None the less,” Nietzsche admitted, “the English have taken admirable steps in the direction of that ideal…the reason is that they ［natural history books］ are written by their most distinguished scholars—whole, complete and fulfilling natures.”

The English language tradition of nature writing and narrating natural history is gloriously rich, and although it may not make any bold claims to improving health and wellbeing, it does a good job—for readers and the subjects of the writing. Where the insights of field naturalists meet the legacy of poets such as Clare, Wordsworth, Hughes and Heaney, there emerges a language as vivid as any cultural achievement.

That this language is still alive and kicking and read every day in a newspaper is astounding. So to hold a century's worth of country diaries is, for an interloper like me, both an inspiring and humbling experience. But is this the best way of representing nature, or is it a cultural default? Will the next century of writers want to shake loose from this tradition? What happens next?

Over the years, nature writers and country diarists have developed an increasingly sophisticated ecological literacy of the world around them through the naming of things and an understanding of the relationships between them. They find ways of linking simple observations to bigger issues by remaining in the present, the particular. For writers of my generation, a nostalgia for lost wildlife and habitats and the business of bearing witness to a war of attrition in the countryside colours what we're about. The anxieties of future generations may not be the same.

Articulating the “wild” as a qualitative character of nature and context for the more quantitative notion of biodiversity will, I believe, become a more dynamic cultural project. The re-wilding of lands and seas, coupled with a re-wilding of experience and language, offers fertile ground for writers. A response to the anxieties springing from climate change, and a general fear of nature answering our continued environmental injustices with violence, will need a reassessment of our feelings for the nature we like—cultural landscapes, continuity, native species—as well as the nature we don't like—rising seas, droughts, “invasive” species.

Whether future writers take their sensibilities for a walk and, like a pack of wayward dogs unleashed, let them loose in hills and woods to sniff out some fugitive truth hiding in the undergrowth, or choose to honestly recount the this-is-where-I-am, this-is-what-I-see approach, they will be hitched to the values implicit in the language they use. They should challenge these. Perhaps they will see our natural history as a contributor to the commodification of nature and the obsessive managerialism of our times. Perhaps they will see our romanticism as a blanket thrown over the traumatised victim of the countryside. But maybe they will follow threads we found in the writings of others and find their own way to wonder. (0703)

【内容概要】

文章介绍英国语言在nature writing and narrating natural history方面的优秀传统。作者通过引介德国19世纪哲学家Friedrich Nietzsche的评论观点入手，揭示英国语言的这一光荣传统的形成及其特点、局限性和目前面临的困境等。作者对人类语言和自然的关系有深入思考，对从语言角度反映的人对自然环境的影响表示了一种忧虑和不安，但同时作者对自己观点的表露又采取了一种委婉的、类似“藏而不露”的方式，表达自己心中的疑问和思考。作者利用英语构词法自撰的re-wilding（或可译为“重新野化”）一词是颇具“警钟”意义的，告诫我们，人类对大自然的干预已经太过了，应该让大自然沿着其自身的规律发展演变。从表面看来语气尚显婉转，但锋芒所指，揭示了人类（即便是通过自然史写作这一方式）对造成大自然commodification（商品化）的严重后果。

本文是英美报刊上较为典型的评论文章，和我国报刊上常见的杂文、散文颇为接近。作者就自己的所见、所闻、所感，就某一专题、或现象等提出自己的见解批评看法。这类文章有的趣味横生，有的针砭时事。这是一篇值得我们细细咀嚼和认真思考的好文章。

【词语解析】

“invasive” species n
 . 入侵物种

attrition n
 . 消耗，摩擦

biodiversity n
 . 生物多样性

hitch v
 . 拴住，套住，钩住

interloper n
 . 闯入者，不请自来者

managerialism n
 . 经理主义，管理术

traumatise v
 . 使受精神创伤

wayward a
 . 反复无常的，倔强的

16．The major theme of the passage is about________.

（A）the 19th century philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche

（B）the development of the discipline of natural history

（C）the English language tradition of nature writing

（D）the style of nature writing and country diaries

17．In writing the essay, the author seems to be directly talking to the “future generations” and “future writers” probably because________.

（A）they will carry forward the tradition of nature writing

（B）they will confront a changing environment and have their own perspective of natural history

（C）they will study the causes of climate change and promote the notion and significance of biodiversity

（D）they will value more the sophisticated ecological literacy of the nature writers and country diarists

18．The author says that our feelings for the nature we like (as well as the nature we don't like) will need a “reassessment” probably because________.

（A）we should not like the cultural landscapes, continuity and native species

（B）we should not hate the rising seas, droughts, and “invasive” species

（C）our feelings are often irrational and subjective

（D）our feelings are always focusing on ourselves

19．It can be concluded that the tone of the passage is basically________.

（A）assertive and radical

（B）explicit and straightforward

（C）neutral and impartial

（D）implicit and explorative

20．Which of the following statements is NOT in agreement with the author's view?

（A）The English tradition of nature writing should be reflected and reconsidered.

（B）The values implicit in the language of natural history should be challenged.

（C）The re-wilding of human experience and language will greatly benefit us.

（D）The re-wilding of lands and seas will bring us more disasters.

【解析】

16．答案为C。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。本篇文章内容给人洋洋洒洒、引经据典之感，既有深度，也有广度，有比较，有批评。但是主题还是鲜明的，那就是英国语言拥有的自然写作和叙述的传统。有考生因第一段即引介哲学家Friedrich Nietzsche的话语就选了A，也有不少人选了B、D。这可能是未对全文主题有一整体了解，也可能是受了某些考试指导书的影响，以为抓到所谓的“主题句”就抓住文章的主题了。其实作者引用Friedrich Nietzsche的话只是为了证明自己讨论的主题。选项B、D对文章主题的概括或过于笼统或过于具体，应予排除。

17．答案为B。本题考查对作者在与设想中的future generations和future writers对话的可能原因的推测，因此也牵涉到对文章的隐含意思的理解。内容见本文的最后几段。作者预测、推想到后代人、未来的作家会面临不同的环境，会拥有他们自己的对自然历史的见解和观点。选项A是一种与常识颇吻合的推论，选项C、D也都是符合常理的推断和说法，但和作者的字里行间体现的观点相比较，并不合适。

18．答案为C。本题考查对文章作者的隐含意思的推断。相关内容主要见第六段。作者在提出应对我们喜欢的、亦或不喜欢的自然的情感作出reassessment的判断时，实际上是有自己的先设条件的，或者说人对某些自然环境的喜好厌恶并非一直是与自然吻合的，也可说带有强烈的主观色彩、非理性情感。选项A、B是对作者表述意思的曲解，选项D的陈述虽有其合理成分，但不是作者提出的reassessment的主要理据。

19．答案为D。本题考查对作者和文章的语气语调的判断，也即运用阅读技能完成对某一文体的识别判断。在整篇行文中，作者在作出判断的同时，大多采用的是较为含蓄的表达方式，作者并不是仅仅提供直接干脆的判断，而是采用探询的、探索的方式，对选定的题目展开讨论。作者多次采用perhaps，maybe等词语或句式，用委婉的方式表达自己的思想。选项A、B、C的概括大多与实不符、甚至相反。

20．答案为D。本题考查对文章的基本主题和作者的主要观点的把握能力。选项A、B、C正确概括了作者表达的几个基本观点，应予排除。而选项D则显然与作者表述的观点相异，应为答案。作者坚持大自然的re-wilding（重新野化）无论是对人类，还是对大自然都是有益的、应该肯定的。

Passage 5


Questions 21～25


Good teachers matter. This may seem obvious to anyone who has a child in school or, for that matter, to anyone who has been a child in school. For a long time, though, researchers couldn't actually prove that teaching talent was important. But new research finally shows that teacher quality is a close cousin to student achievement: A great teacher can cram one-and-a-half grades' worth of learning into a single year, while laggards are lucky to accomplish half that much. Parents and kids, it seems, have been right all along to care whether they were assigned to Mrs. Smith or Mr. Brown.

Yet, while we know now that better teachers are critical, flaws in the way that administrators select and retain them mean that schools don't always hire the best.

Many ingredients for good teaching are difficult to ascertain in advance—charisma and diligence come to mind—but research shows a teacher's own ability on standardized tests reliably predicts good performance in the classroom. You would think, then, that top-scoring teachers would be swimming in job offers, right? Not so, says Vanderbilt University professor Dale Ballou. High-scoring teaching applicants “do not fare better than others in the job market,” he writes. “Indeed, remarkably they do somewhat worse.”

Even more surprising, given the national shortage of highly skilled math and science teachers, school administrators are more keen to hire education majors than applicants who have math or science degrees. No one knows for sure why those who hire teachers routinely overlook top talent. Perhaps they wrongly think that the qualifications they shun make little difference for students. Also, administrators are probably naturally drawn to teachers who remind them of themselves.

But failing to recognize the qualities that make teachers truly effective (and to construct incentives to attract and retain more of these top performers) has serious consequences. For example, because schools don't always hire the best applicants, across-the-board salary increases cannot improve teacher quality much, and may even worsen it. That's because higher salaries draw more weak as well as strong applicants into teaching—applicants the current hiring system can't adequately screen. Unless administrators have incentives to hire the best teachers available, it's pointless to give them a larger group to choose from.

If public school hiring processes are bad, their compensation policies are worse. Most districts pay solely based on years of experience and the presence of a master's degree, a formula that makes the Federal General Schedule—which governs pay for U.S. bureaucrats—look flexible. Study after study has shown that teachers with master's degrees are no better than those without. Job experience does matter, but only for the first few years, according to research by Hoover Institution's Eric A. Hanushek. A teacher with 15 years of experience is no more effective, on average, than a teacher with five years of experience, but which one do you think is paid more?

This toxic combination of rigid pay and steep rewards for seniority causes average quality to decline rather than increase as teacher groups get older. Top performers often leave the field early for industries that reward their excellence. Mediocre teachers, on the other hand, are soon overcompensated by seniority pay. And because they are paid more than their skills command elsewhere, these less-capable pedagogues settle in to provide many years of ineffectual instruction.

So how can we separate the wheat from the chaff in the teaching profession? To make American schools competitive, we must rethink seniority pay, the value of master's degrees, and the notion that a teacher can teach everything equally well—especially math and science-without appropriate preparation in the subject.

Our current education system is unlikely to accomplish this dramatic rethinking. Imagine, for a moment, that American cars had been free in recent decades, while Toyotas and Hondas sold at full price. We'd probably be driving Falcons and Corvairs today. Free public education suffers from a lack of competition in just this way. So while industries from aerospace to drugs have transformed themselves in order to compete, public schooling has stagnated.

School choice could spark the kind of reformation this industry needs by motivating administrators to hire the best and adopt new strategies to keep top teachers in the classroom. The lesson that good teachers matter should be taught, not as a theory, but as a practice. (0703)

【内容概要】

本文批评美国中小学校的教师招聘和薪酬制度中存在的缺陷及由此而带来的问题。作者指出，美国的中小学校教育质量不尽如人意的原因之一在于其招聘要求及教师的收入往往以应聘者的教学经验和工作年限为基础，而不是看重应聘者在专业水平方面的真才实学。作者提出，要提升中小学校的教育水平，必须改变原来的招聘办法，加强教师岗位的竞争机制，把优秀的、确有真才实学的人才选拔到教学岗位上来。

【词语解析】

across-the-board a
 . 包括一切的，全面的

charisma n
 . 非凡的个人魅力

Corvairs n
 . 考威尔（汽车品牌）

cram v
 . 填塞

falcon n
 . 隼，游隼；Falcons猎鹰（汽车品牌）

fare v
 . 遭遇，进展

laggard n
 . 落后者，迟钝者

mediocre a
 . 平庸的，不够好的

pedagogue n
 . 教师

shun v
 . 避开

21．The beginning sentence “Good teachers matter” can mainly be explained as which of the following?

（A）Good teachers help students establish confidence.

（B）Good teachers determine the personality of students.

（C）Good teachers promote student achievement.

（D）Good teachers treat students as their own children.

22．According to the author, seniority pay favors________.

（A）good teachers' with master's degrees

（B）young and effective teachers

（C）experienced and effective teachers

（D）mediocre teachers of average quality

23．The expression “separate the wheat from the chaff in the teaching profession” is closest in meaning to________.

（A）distinguish better teachers from less capable ones

（B）differentiate young teachers from old ones

（C）tell the essential qualities of good teaching

（D）reevaluate the role of senior teachers

24．When the author uses the automobile industry as an example, she argues that________.

（A）Japan's auto industry is exceeding America's auto industry

（B）the public schooling has stagnated because of competition

（C）the current American education system is better than the Japanese one

（D）competition must be introduced into the public education system

25．Which of the following CANNOT be concluded from the passage?

（A）Most average teachers want to leave school because of high pressure.

（B）Excellent teachers often leave schools for better jobs.

（C）The average quality of the teachers in America is declining.

（D）Teachers' quality is closely related to a number of factors.

【解析】

21．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。该句为文章第一段起始句。从一般意义来看，四个选项均可作为其解释。根据本文主题，选项A、B和D的意思在文中未予突出或强调，应排除。

22．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。作者对目前学校流行的一些做法给予了批评。在第七段，作者专门提到了seniority pay的问题，也指出了这一做法的受惠对象和对吸引优秀教师的不利影响。选项A、B和C均与文章所述事实不符。

23．答案为A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。有关讨论可见第八段。separate the wheat from the chaff在文中作为比喻义使用，指对学校里的优秀教师和能力较差的教师有明确区分。选项B与文中所述事实不符，选项C意思虽不错，但和句中表达的意思有别，选项D为错解。

24．答案为D。本题考查对文章中的隐含意思作出推断的能力。内容见倒数第二段。作者在文中介绍了美国汽车和日本汽车在价格上的巨大差异，然后笔锋一转，再回到前面讨论的美国的public education system，而且一针见血地指出美国的教育制度正因a lack of competition in just this way而遭受的损害。选项A“就事论事”，未敲到点子上，选项B把文中的因果关系颠倒，选项C为错解。

25．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。根据题目，与文章内容基本一致的应予排除，选项B、C和D的内容与文章传递的基本信息或内容一致或相近，应予排除。至于选项A中提到的average teachers，文章作者就其与优秀教师的对比、其待遇上的差异，专门做了分析对比。根据作者所述，学校目前的政策及工资等待遇往往更有利于水平一般的教师，因此A提及的这些教师因压力大而打算离开学校这一叙述与事实不符。

Passage 6


Questions 26～30


Roy Guzman found himself in an educational no-man's-land. A bright, industrious teen who came to Miami from Honduras nine years ago, he scored well enough on his SAT that he was being recruited by Stanford University. But despite the tuition aid he could have received, Guzman felt that he and his family weren't ready for the heavy financial burden of four years at a prestigious college. And despite his good grades, Guzman was worried that he wasn't ready academically either.

But just as he was about to delay college and join the Marines, Guzman heard that Miami Dade College, one of the largest community colleges in the U.S., had created an honors college offering an advanced, university-level core curriculum that would allow him to fine-tune his skills and do it without having to pay Stanford's $29,847 tuition. Now in his second and final year at Miami Dade, Guzman, 19, is as confident as a Connecticut preppy about tackling Stanford or an Ivy League college next year. “If I had gone to Stanford, I might be failing,” he says. “But now I won't be wondering if I'm just filling a ［minority enrollment］ quota. I'll know for sure that I'm ready to take on those schools' requirements.”

Guzman has taken advantage of the fact that community colleges—the democratic, blue-collar institutions of U.S. higher education in the 20th century—are trying on more upscale caps and gowns in the 21st. They're still a bargain; a year of tuition and fees at Miami Dade runs about $3,000. But more than a third of the 1,157 community colleges in the U.S. have developed some kind of honors program designed to attract higher-quality students and professors. As cash-strapped states cap enrollment at public universities—despite a rise in the number of 18-year-olds—community-college honors programs offer talented students a respectable place to start their higher education. As a result, the median age of community-college students has dropped, from 27 in 1990 to 23 today.

But does the greater academic cachet betray the community college's original mission to provide a refuge for remedial undergrads and midlife career switchers? The honors college at Miami Dade uses less than $1 million of the school's $643 million budget. But its approximately 400 students, who all get scholarships, enjoy an enviable student-professor ratio of less than 15 to 1, compared with about 25 to 1 for regular students. And while more than 80％ of Miami Dade's honors students are black or Latino, students in similar programs at other community colleges have been predominantly white females. “We have to be careful that in the scramble for prestige we don't lose our most important focus-open access,” says Richard Romano, director of the Institute for Community College Research at SUNY/Broome Community College in Binghamton, N.Y. But Miami Dade president Eduardo Padron argues that “it is unfair to restrict community colleges to that traditional role and allow only the four-year colleges or research universities to teach more elite students.” Having these more ambitious scholars on campus, he says, creates a “motivational role model” for the rest of his 160,000 students.

To be admitted to Miami Dade's honors program, students need either a minimum 3.7 high school grade-point average or 1800 on the new SAT, and they have to maintain a 3.5 GPA to stay in. More than half the 60 credits the students must complete have to be in challenging honors-level courses. Honors students are offered free courses in Europe or at top-flight schools like Smith College. In addition, some 90 four-year schools, including Smith and the University of Wisconsin at Madison, have agreements with Miami Dade that, in some cases, guarantee its honors grades acceptance right into their junior classes. Therein lies a bonus benefit of the honors boom: as the Supreme Court has made it harder for university admissions offices to use minority quotas to diversify their student populations, the programs at these two-year schools are graduating more black and Latino students whose talents and preparation mean they don't necessarily need to rely on a quota system for admission into those schools. “It does make it easier for selective institutions like ours to recruit a greater diversity,” says Peter Spear, provost at Madison. And that, in turn, is making it easier for community colleges to keep recruiting honors students. (0509)

【内容概要】

本文内容涉及美国的两年制社区学院的一种办学模式，即为部分拉美裔和黑人学生提供培训机会，以帮助他们进入高一级的大学继续深造。文章以学生Roy Guzman为例，说明这类培训学习在帮助学生进入优等高校方面的积极作用。作者也讨论了社区学院的基本办学方向和上述一类的honors program的协调发展问题。文章同时也涉及美国高校招生中的种族平等问题。

【词语解析】

cachet n
 . 识别标志，标记

honors n
 . 优异，优等，高级

no-mans-land n
 . 无主之地，荒地，无人地带

preppy n
 . 预备学校学生（毕业生）

provost n
 . 教务长

scramble v
 . 攀登，争抢

upscale a
 . 高消费阶层的，高档的

26．What does the beginning sentence of the passage “Roy Guzman found himself in an educational no-man's land.” tell us?

（A）Roy Guzman witnessed the radical educational reform in community colleges.

（B）Roy Guzman experienced a new mode of education in community college.

（C）Roy Guzman took great pride in the honors program in Miami Dade College.

（D）Roy Guzman set a good example in minority enrollment in America.

27．It can be found from the passage that the practice of “minority enrollment quota”________.

（A）is a preferential policy to students from minority groups

（B）shows the inequality of higher education for American students

（C）is based on the poor quality of education for minority students

（D）encourages the development of education for minority students in America

28．The median age of community-college students has dropped from 27 in 1990 to 23 today because________.

（A）more remedial undergrads attend community colleges

（B）more 18-year-olds attend community college honors programs

（C）more two year community colleges have turned into four year universities

（D）more community colleges enroll midlife career switchers

29．All of the following statements are true about Miami Dade College EXCEPT that________.

（A）the student-professor ratio promotes the quality of honors programs

（B）Miami Dade's honors students are all minority students

（C）the high enrollment requirement is necessary for the honors program in Miami Dade

（D）honors students can play a “motivational role model” for other students in the college

30．It can be concluded from the passage that________.

（A）most American community colleges are planning to run honors programs

（B）more states support honors programs run by community colleges

（C）honors programs are being accepted by more four-year universities

（D）four-year universities are less concerned with diversity of student populations

【解析】

26．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见第一、二两段。文章重点介绍Miami Dade College的一种特别的办学模式，以帮助成绩较好的拉美裔和黑人学生获得赴4年制本科高等院校深造的机会。Roy Guzman即其中的一个幸运者。选项B的说明贴切准确，为答案。选项A、C和D的说明或不准确，或偏离主题，或言不及意，均予排除。

27．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体信息见第二段。对minority enrollment quota的理解并不很难，也是全文的一个重点内容，答案应为A。选项B的说法欠妥，尽管这类inequality确实存在，C的意思并不确切，D的意思本身是成立的，但作为对minority enrollment quota做法的说明不甚妥当，均予排除。

28．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体信息见第三段。选项A、C和D的解释或不准确或“文不对题”，应予排除。选项B的说明符合文章介绍的信息，为答案。

29．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第四、五两段。采用排除法。Miami Dade College是本文介绍的一个范例，选项A、C和D的内容在文中都有明确介绍，应予排除，但是选项B的介绍和文章内容明显不符，符合题意，为答案。

30．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要信息见第三段。选项A和B的说明和文中介绍的不一致，选项D的说法与事实不符，均予排除。

Passage 7


Questions 31～35


To most people the human face is a compelling object fraught with meaning. But for autistic children, who can't get a read on other people's emotions, eye contact is terrifying. When they do look at faces, they tend to stare at the mouth. Fortunately, researchers now think that technology can help overcome the barrier that isolates these kids. Software that enables robots to respond to a child's feelings a little bit—but not too much—can help train him or her to interact more freely with people. “The beauty of a robot or software is that it's not human,” and therefore not as intimidating, says Stephen Porges, an autism expert at the University of Illinois in Chicago.

Computer-generated faces are already having an impact in the classroom. Psychologist Dominic Massaro at the University of California, Santa Cruz, has created Baldi, a lively computer character, as a stand-in for human teachers. For three years, Baldi and his female counterpart, Baldette, have been giving autistic kids in the Bay School in Santa Cruz lessons in vocabulary and in understanding facial expressions. The character has been so successful that he's spawned imitators—Baldini in Italian, Baldir in Arabic and Bao in Chinese.

Porges thinks that the real role of cartoon personas is not so much to teach patients as to calm them. Autistic kids live in a state of hyperalertness, as if they were constantly suffering stage fright. If technology can put them at ease, Porges argues, social skills will develop naturally. In a recent study, Porges exposed 20 autistic people, ranging from 10 to 21 years old, to engineered speech and music. He removed low frequency sounds, which the body tends to interpret as indicating danger, and exaggerated vocal intonations, much as people dramatize emotions when speaking to infants. After 45 minutes, all but one of the subjects began looking at the eyes of a person on a video screen just as a normal viewer would. The improvement persisted at least a week, but had faded after six months. Porges is now developing headphones that reduce low frequencies. He also hopes to test whether ongoing exposure to the engineered sounds can lead to long-term improvement.

Other technology may be effective for less severely autistic children. Whereas normal babies learn from caretakers to mirror emotions—smile at a smile, frown at a frown-autistic children often lack this basic skill. Cognitive scientists Javier Movellan and Marian Stewart Bartlett at the University of California, San Diego, have built a robot that can “read” faces. They hope that playing with the robot and watching it interact with others will inspire autistic children to return the smiles of humans.

Commercial emotion-reading software about to hit the market could be a boon for some high functioning autistic and Asperger's patients in dealing with social situations. Affective Media, a firm near Edinburgh, Scotland, has created a prototype phone that “hears” the emotion in voice messages and conveys it explicitly to the owner. A Person checking messages would hear something like this: “You have two bored calls, one surprised call, and one angry call.” “Three years ago this was science fiction,” says Christian Jones, co-founder of Affective Media. Researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology have built a similar voicemail system, called Emotive Alert, that evaluates a caller's intonation, speed and volume. It identifies whether a call sounds urgent, informal or formal, and whether the speaker was happy or sad.

Emotion-reading software might improve the way we all interact with machines. Computers at call centers may soon be able to alert employees to an irate caller who might need special handling. Scientists at Affective Media, Stanford and Toyota are developing a system for cars that responds to cues in the driver's voice and face, perhaps turning on appropriate music if a driver seems sad. It's another barrier emotionally adept software might help overcome. (0509)

【内容概要】

本文主题为青少年自闭症问题以及有关专家为帮助患者与人交流而设计的专门软件。采用这类软件的机器人已开始被用于课堂教学。文章还报道了相关的实验情况，专家教授们研究和开发的其他emotion-reading技术以帮助自闭症患者识别、发展和提高与他人的情感交流能力等。

【词语解析】

adept a
 . 熟练的，内行的

autism n
 . 自闭症

cue n
 . 暗示，提示

fraught with 充满…的

hyperalertness n
 . 过度警觉，过度警惕

irate a
 . 愤怒的，被激怒的

persona n
 . 人格面具

spawn v
 . 大量产卵，大量产生

stage fright 怯场

stand-in n
 . 替身演员，代替人物

31．When autism expert Stephen Porges says “The beauty of a robot or software is that it's not human,” (para. 1) he implies that________.

（A）the beauty of a robot or software is quite apparent

（B）a robot or software has its unique beauty in shape

（C）a robot or software can never function as a human

（D）unlike a robot or software, humans can be rather threatening

32．According to the passage, which of the following is NOT characteristic of autistic children?

（A）They have difficulty in understanding facial expressions of others.

（B）They are often unable to maintain eye contact with others.

（C）They always live in a state of over-alertness.

（D）They feel at ease only when interacting with computer teachers.

33．Stephen Porges concluded from his investigation that________.

（A）social skills will develop naturally in autistic kids when they are at ease

（B）the development of social skills is an agonizing process

（C）social skills will be acquired naturally as autistic kids grow up

（D）the use of cartoon personas can eliminate stage fright in autistic kids

34．By saying “Three years ago this was science fiction,” (para. 5) Christian Jones means that the phone that “hears” the emotion in human voice________.

（A）first appeared in science fiction at that time

（B）could have been invented three years ago

（C）was considered simply impossible three years ago

（D）could not be imagined by humanity three years ago

35．According to the last two paragraphs, emotion-reading software________.

（A）will be used to teach people how to interact with machines

（B）can be the major means to cure autistic patients

（C）can be most proficient and useful at call centers

（D）will probably be used to help reduce traffic accidents

【解析】

31．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，见第一段。自闭症专家Stephen Porges的评论言下之意显而易见，是把机器人或软件的功能与人的功能进行比较。选项A的意思可以接受，但中心不突出，B的解释角度偏离，C的解释含否定意义，与原句意思不合，均予排除。选项D突出该句的隐含意思，为答案。

32．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一至三段。采用排除法。选项A、B和C描述的特征在文中均有提及，应予排除。选项D的内容在文中没有出现，符合题意，为答案。

33．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第三段。选项B、C和D与文章所述内容或不一致或相反，均应予排除。选项A与该段介绍的Porges的观点基本一致，为答案。

34．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见第五段。选项A在文中并未提及，选项B的解释错误，选项D的解释不符合原句的意思，均予排除。选项C基本表达了该句话的隐含意思，为答案。

35．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，信息见最后两段。文章介绍了科学家在研究能识别司机的脸部、声音及情绪等特征的汽车，并作出相应的反应等，可见选项D是一个符合逻辑的推论，可作为答案。选项A、B和C的意思有的文内有提及，但是语句的表达过于武断，作为答案较为牵强。

Passage 8


Questions 36～40


For the teenagers who cast off their daily lives and head off for South America, Africa and Asia, it may offer the time of their young lives. But research published yesterday shows that the so-called “gap year” between school and university is not as beneficial as has been suggested. In five years the gap year has metamorphosed from a radical activity of a rebellious student generation into an obligation that must be fulfilled by ambitious future professionals. It has spawned in the process a lucrative commercial market providing tourist style trips.

Prince William's gap year venture to Chile in 2000 created institutional acceptability, and about 200,000 people a year between 18 and 25 now take 12 months out of study. “No longer were gap years for rebels and dropouts and people with nothing better to do; now they were for hopeful professionals and future kings,” said Kate Simpson, from the school of geography at the University of Newcastle, who based her research on projects in South America and talked to hundreds of students on their return.

“A gap year has become a requirement for success. It is now part of your progression to employability, as necessary as your A-levels and as inevitable as your degree. As the gap year has been professionalised, so it has increasingly been marketed at future professionals, with an assumption that further education and successful employment are to follow.”

Ms. Simpson said that without explaining how values such as “broad horizons” and “character building” are supposed to be achieved by gap years, they have been promoted by people such as the foreign secretary, Jack Straw, and the University College Admission Service (Ucas). Mr. Straw said: “Our society can only benefit from travel which promotes character, confidence ［and］ decision-making skills.” According to Ucas: “The benefits of a well-structured year out are now widely recognised by universities and colleges and cannot fail to stand you in good stead in later life.”

However, these statements did not always reflect the reality. Many of the 50 organisations providing package trips for gap year students this year designed them to be acceptable to parents and future employers, and had little concern for the communities the students were volunteering to help. One example was in Ecuador where students had been sent to “help the local community.” The villages returned home from work to discover their houses had been painted by the volunteers without prior consultation.

“Groups of 18-year-olds arrive somewhere with no skills and set about building a bridge or school often without proper consultation with the local community and what they might want or need. They get a level of experience and decision-making which they would not get at home, but also doing things in other people's hospitals and schools they would never be allowed at home.” Gap students had been involved in delivering babies, construction projects and teaching without prior training—something banned in Britain.

A typical provider advertised: “Are you looking for a travel adventure with a purpose, one that gives you experience beyond tourism and provides practical help to local communities.” Its slogan was: “Develop people. Share cultures. Build futures.” For. Ms Simpson, the industry “appears amateurish and outdated”. The idea seemed to be that ancient, highly civilised cultures could benefit from the introduction of large numbers of unskilled 18-year-olds. “While such an approach may produce some valuable contributions, the risks are high. The gap year industry cannot rely on its good intentions to assure the quality of its work.”

The projects are often used to the benefit of the visiting students, as opposed to the residents. In many projects, the students practice being adults and professionals using local people as guinea pigs. “Projects did not have to be based on the exploitative and dehumanising relationships. I am sure that many students learn a great deal from their gap years, but they could gain so much more if they experiment with local people.” The best projects were those residents know in advance in which the local people participate and ask for what they want. “If the students and locals work together to form friendships, then the true potential of the gap year could be realised,” Ms Simpson added. (0403)

【内容概要】

文章介绍英国Newcastle大学教师Kate Simpson的研究，从中可知gap year的定义、性质的变化、活动形式和作用在过去几十年里发生了巨大变化，今天已成为学生接触和了解社会、推进学业、参加志愿活动、为毕业后的就业和职业发展预作准备、打下基础的一项正规活动。文章指出了这一活动对学生的作用，也指出学生在参与社区援助活动中应避免和改进的方面，特别需注意在学生获得收益（有的须事先经过培训）的同时，也应使当地社区的居民切实得到帮助和实在的利益。

【词语解析】

gap year n
 . 休学年

guinea pig 供实验的人（或物）

metamorphose vt
 . 使变形，使变成

stand sb. in good stead 对某人有用

36．The word “metamorphosed” in the sentence “In five years the gap year has metamorphosed from a radical activity of a rebellious student generation into an obligation that must be fulfilled by ambitious future professionals.” (para. 1) can best be replaced by________.

（A）orientated

（B）reversed

（C）changed

（D）downgraded

37．According to the passage, which of the following is NOT true about the “gap year”?

（A）It has been developed into a growing industry.

（B）It has been officially accepted by more universities.

（C）It has been linked with students' academic study and future employment.

（D）It has met strong protest from local communities outside Britain.

38．The expression “guinea pigs” in the sentence “In many projects, the students practice being adults and professionals using local people as guinea pigs.” (para. 8) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）beasts and brutes

（B）subjects for experiments

（C）control groups in a study

（D）dirty animals such as pigs

39．It can be concluded from the passage that according to Ms. Simpson,________.

（A）gap year activity should show more concern for locals as well

（B）the activities of gap students are hated by most local people

（C）the gap year industry will undergo a greater development

（D）gap students have made great contribution to the local communities

40．Which of the following can serve as the best title of the passage?

（A）Broad horizons and character building: targets for university students

（B）Mind the gap: why student year out may do more harm than good

（C）The booming gap year industry: good intentions provide no guarantee

（D）Requirement for success: gap year equals A-levels and academic degree

【解析】

36．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，主要见第一段。该句介绍gap year的发展演变过程，从原来的有叛逆精神的学生的radical activity变为未来寻求有前途职业的学生的obligation，选项C为答案。选项A、B和D或欠妥或错解，均予排除。

37．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，须采用排除法。基本信息见前三段。选项A的意思与首段末句传递的意思相近，选项B的意思可见第二段首句的institutional acceptability，选项C的意思可从第三段Kate Simpson的评论中得出，均予排除。选项D的意思在文中未有明确表述，与题目要求一致，为答案。

38．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力，主要内容见第八段。guinea pigs常用于比喻义，即“供科学实验的人或物”，选项B为答案。选项A和D字面意思似有联系，但插入原句后仍难解，选项C意思欠正确，均予排除。

39．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见最后四段，Ms．Simpson指出了gap year活动的不足之处，主要方面之一是对当地居民的需要关心考虑不足，而从学生本身的出发点考虑多了一些，good intentions不一定保证其结果。选项A为答案，选项B和D均与文中提供的事实不符，选项C意思Ms．Simpson并未点及，均予排除。

40．答案是B。本题考查对文章主旨大意的理解，主要见文章后几段。选项A的意思文章有涉及，但作为标题主题似有些偏，选项C与文中介绍的部分内容相合，作为主题有欠妥处，选项D与Ms．Simpson对gap year的重要性及作用的评论部分相关（但并不准确），作为主题则大大偏离，均予排除。选项B较为客观地指出了gap year活动的缺陷和应注意改进的方面，可作答案。

Passage 9


Questions 41～45


The day automakers put the earth at the top of their agenda will go down in history. Reading this book, one gets the sense that day is coming. Big automakers—still no paragons of environmentalism—have gotten the message that replacing the dirty internal-combustion engine is an urgent priority. With less than 5 percent of the world's population, Americans produce 14 percent of all global warming carbon-dioxide gas. And car tailpipes pump out more than 30 percent of US air pollution.

In his new book, “Forward Drive: The Race to Build ‘Clean’ Cars for the Future
 ,” environmentalist Jim Motavalli concludes that capitalist competition is taking over from government mandates to clean up that exhaust. Motavalli chronicles the movement for cleaner cars: the few visionaries and zealots building and driving home-built battery-powered cars; the divided giant automakers working tirelessly to develop clean cars while fighting regulatory efforts to require them; university researchers conducting studies; and the regulators trying to speed their adoption.

“Forward Drive
 ” covers the technological advances of the hybrid and fuel-cell vehicles poised to take over from the internal-combustion engine. In some ways, Motavalli is an unlikely narrator. A self-avowed car nut who stumbled into a job editing E, the Environmental Magazine
 , he seems biased on both sides of the issue. But ultimately, that's what makes him best suited to tell this story.

Motavalli's concern for the environment is sincere, and his knowledge of cars is refreshingly accurate. The most interesting passages follow his transformation from internal-combustion devotee to environmental autocynic and battery-car zealot to hopeful future-car realist. “It was disconcerting, to say the least, to learn that my hobby of collecting classic cars and my growing concern for the environment didn't necessarily mesh,” Motavalli writes. “The car has certainly been good to me, but I'm becoming disenchanted.”

In the preface, he notes that he set out to write a book critical of the auto industry for teaming up with Big Oil to block development of clean cars. But when he dug in to do more research, he found a different story. Namely that automakers in Detroit, Japan, and Europe are in a heated race to start selling cars that are more environmentally correct.

Unfortunately, Motavalli glosses over issues of consumer demand. He never mentions that today's electric cars and gasoline-electric hybrids cost far more than internal-combustion cars of equal or greater capability. He spends a whole chapter interviewing early adopters of electric cars in California. He notes their utter dedication to their electric cars and implies that the rest of the buying public should simply be as enthusiastic, without addressing issues of price or the various ways families use their cars.

He strongly favors California's mandate that 10 percent of all vehicles sold in the state be zero-emission-vehicles—battery or fuel-cell electrics, not hybrids—even though he writes, “Ultimately, vehicles halfheartedly designed to meet a mandate would fail in the marketplace.” And he gives short shrift to the point that clean cars do nothing to ease congestion and sprawl.

In a telephone interview, Motavalli concedes that technology is progressing faster than book deadlines allowed him to keep up with. If anything, automakers are working harder to develop hybrid-electrics. And mass-market hybrid-drive systems will likely first show up in the big sport utility vehicles that Motavalli rails against.

Nevertheless, he now believes that the automakers with the deepest pockets have the best chance of building better cars for tomorrow. “The new, clean cars will emerge not from a tinkerer's garage, but from the well-funded research labs of the same big auto companies that initially fought their introduction,” he says. (0009)

【内容概要】

本文是一篇书评，介绍环保主义者Jim Motavalli的新作Forward Drive: The Race to Build“Clean”Cars for the Future
 的成书背景、编写体例、主要内容、写作初衷、结构上的不足，以及作者对汽车环保趋势的观点所作的简要介绍和评析。该书记录了环保汽车的重要发展阶段，介绍了混合动力和燃料电池汽车的技术进展。作者参与了Environmental Magazine
 的编辑工作，但正是这一经历使他成为创作该书的不二人选。他原本想在书中就汽车业与石油业联手阻挠环保汽车发展的行径进行批判，结果却发现汽车厂商其实非常关注环保汽车市场。结论是：资本竞争正逐步取代政府指令，成为主导环保汽车发展的主要力量。他本人十分赞同环保车辆的推广，且坚信经济实力雄厚的汽车厂商最有可能成为更好的环保车缔造者。

【词语解析】

chronicle v
 . 将（某事物）载入编年史

give short shrift v
 . 忽视；不重视

gloss over v
 . （有意）遮掩；潦草带过

internal-combustion engine 内燃机

mesh v
 . 协调

paragon n
 . 具有某种品质的典范

rail against v
 . 抱怨；责备

take over (from) 取代（某事物）

41．The expression “put the earth at the top of their agenda” in the beginning sentence of the passage can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）discuss the issue of global warming with top government leaders

（B）lay stress on the research of the climate of the earth

（C）treat the protection of the earth's environment as of paramount importance

（D）consider seriously the relation between automaking and environment pollution

42．In his new book “Forward Drive
 ”, Motavalli concludes that________.

（A）capitalist competition leads to pollution

（B）automakers are working hard to develop cleaner cars

（C）the movement for cleaner cars develops slowly

（D）the auto industry always blocks the development of clean cars

43．It can be concluded from the passage that Motavalli________.

（A）is not a proper figure to write about clean cars

（B）treats automaking and environment with biased views

（C）takes consumer demand into serious consideration

（D）shows his change of attitude towards automobiles

44．The expression “he gives short shrift to the point” (Para. 7) can be replaced by________.

（A）he gives detailed illustration of the point

（B）he pays little attention to the point

（C）he writes a short paragraph about the point

（D）he ends with a brief but warm discussion about the point

45．Which of the following can serve as the best title of the passage?

（A）Big automakers: pioneers of environmentalism

（B）Consumer demand and development of green cars

（C）Green cars and environmental protection

（D）Transformation from car devotee to environmentalist

【解析】

41．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。该说法位于全文首句，答题依据应在下文中寻找。第一段第三句Big automakers…gotten the message that replacing the dirty internal-combustion engine is an urgent priority．即表明汽车业对发展重心的认识——替代污染环境的内燃机乃当务之急。可见汽车业已开始将环境保护视为产品开发和行业规划的首要考虑因素，选项C与此相符。选项A、B与本文话题无关；选项D强调“考虑”，而实际上汽车业已竞相着手研发环保车辆，D的理解不准确。

42．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。根据第二段Jim Motavalli concludes that capitalist competition is taking over from government mandates to clean up that exhaust可知，资本竞争正逐步取代政府指令主导环保汽车的发展，排除选项A。第五段指出，作者原以为汽车业与石油业联手阻挠环保汽车的发展，但经进一步研究却发现，汽车厂商正竞相争夺环保汽车市场，可确定选项B，排除选项D。根据第八段第一句排除选项C，该段第二句再次印证选项B正确。

43．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。第三段指出，Motavalli成为该书作者似有些不可思议。他对汽车的喜爱可谓痴迷，编辑Environmental Magazine
 纯属偶然，看似对两者都带偏见，却实为最佳作者人选。句中he seems biased说明他并非真如此，该句侧重点是best suited，排除选项A和B。由第六段首句排除选项C。由第四段his transformation from internal-combustion devotee to environmental autocynic and battery-car zealot to hopeful future-car realist可看出作者态度的转变，故选D。

44．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。give short shrift意为“忽视；不重视”。根据第七段语境，显然是说Motavalli没有深入探讨这一点，因此选项B的含义与此最为贴近，可用于替换原句。

45．答案为C。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。本文对Forward Drive
 一书进行评介，从环保汽车产生的背景、相关技术的进步，再到其市场竞争和产品推广，均围绕清洁能源汽车的开发和环境保护展开，选项C的概括最全面，为最佳标题。选项A只是作者的观点之一，选项B中的consumer demand是该书的欠缺之处，选项D是作者自身态度的转变，均不宜作为标题。

Passage 10


Questions 46～50


James Bradley's skills as a pots and pans salesman did him no good when it came to hawking his book idea around publishing houses. Flags of Our Fathers
 , a new volume about Iwo Jima, the battle fought by the US against Japan 55 years ago for a tiny volcanic island in the Pacific, was just what the world did not need. One of the 27 rejection slips went as far as to say: “No one wants to read a book about old men weeping into the telephone.”

But finally Bradley did find a taker and now the book is number three on the New York Times
 non-fiction list, with 270,000 copies in print. His story of the six young Americans who raised the flag during the 36-day Second World War battle in which 22,000 Japanese and 7,000 from the US died has struck something in the public that the publishers did not see.

Working with the Pulitzer prize-winning journalist Ron Powers, Bradley tells the tale of the six flag-raisers, one of whom was his father, John. Stephen Ambrose, a military historian, says the writers have come up with “the best battle book I have ever read.” The New York Times
 said it was “one of the most instructive and moving books on war and its aftermath that we are likely to see.”

The photograph of the flag being raised became a symbol for the triumph of the righteous 6,000 miles from the US, a classic moment of grace and danger. Joe Rosenthal's picture pressed all the patriotic buttons but in fact the Associated Press photographer almost failed to press the shutter on his camera because he was talking to a colleague at the time, and did not know what he had on film until later.

It was reported that the flag was raised on Mount Suribachi under gunfire. This was untrue. Moreover, Rosenthal's picture shows a replacement flag going up: the original was removed because an officer wanted it kept as a souvenir. And the image of triumph wrought from endurance was taken on the fifth day, not at the end, of the 36-day battle.

But the main purpose of the book is to humanise the six, whose names are long forgotten, although the three survivors were, the 46-year-old Bradley says, treated like the Beatles when they came home. The three who didn't make it were Mike Strank, 25, who was probably killed by friendly fire; Harlon Block, 20, a star high school footballer; and Franklin Sousley, 19. The others were marked by what Bradley calls The Photograph and the myths of its making for the rest of their lives.

In common with many veterans, John Bradley never talked about Iwo Jima and it was not until his death in 1994 that his family even knew he had won the Navy Cross for bravery. It was in one of three boxes he left behind and the contents of these and interviews with survivors helped Bradley piece together the men's stories and to reveal the nature of his father's courage. “My breast didn't swell with pride because I understand they were all doing things like that,” said the author. “No one would have cooperated with me if I was out to show these guys were unusual heroes.”

“What they represent is the best of America, but they were boys of common virtue. My dad just did what he was trained to do but, under fire, when it's observed, it's called heroism.” Another of the three, Rene Gagnon, died of a heart attack at 54, frustrated that his faded celebrity translated ultimately into no more than work as a janitor.

Bradley believes that the final flag-raiser, Ira Hayes, who lived on an Indian reservation in Arizona, never received the help he needed for post-traumatic stress syndrome. He died, 10 years after one of the most famous photographs of the century was taken, from alcohol poisoning. (0009)

【内容概要】

James Bradley根据其父亲亲身经历创作的Flags of Our Fathers
 一书试图从人性的视角讲述硫磺岛（Iwo Jima）战役中六名老兵的故事。该书位于《纽约时报》非虚构类畅销榜单的前列。该书在与普利策奖得主Ron Powers的合作下完成；被军事史学家Stephen Ambrose称为“最好的战争题材作品”；《纽约时报》更是将其誉为“最具启发性、最感人至深的战争与战后题材作品之一”。Bradley根据父亲遗物和对幸存者的采访还原了这些人的故事，文章结尾交代了照片中另外两名幸存老兵的结局，含蓄地表明他们并未获得应有的待遇。

【词语解析】

aftermath n
 . （尤指不幸的）事件的余波，后果

hawk v
 . 沿街叫卖，兜售

humanize v
 . 使…具有人的属性；使人性化

wrought a
 . 做成的，加工的

46．James Bradley's book Flags of Our Fathers
 is mainly about________.

（A）Iwo Jima, a Pacific island in World War Ⅱ

（B）the 36-day battle between Japanese and the US armies

（C）the six young American flag-raisers at Iwo Jima

（D）the three survivors of the six flag raisers

47．Which of the following is true about the photograph of the flag being raised by the six American soldiers?

（A）The picture was most casually taken by the photographer.

（B）The picture was taken at the end of the 36-day battle.

（C）The flag was raised on Mount Suribachi under gunfire.

（D）The original flag was shown going up.

48．According to the passage, James Bradley's book was written________.

（A）on the basis of his father's reminiscence

（B）with the help of a few journalists and military historians

（C）on the basis of the accounts of the three survivors

（D）with the help of the materials his father left behind and his interviews with survivors

49．Which of the following is implied, but not directly stated, in the passage?

（A）Some survivors of the war did not receive the treatment they deserve.

（B）Flags of Our Fathers
 has become a best-seller immediately after its publication.

（C）The author did not regard the flag-raisers as unusual war heroes.

（D）The photograph is one of the best-known pictures of World War Ⅱ.

50．The three survivors of the six flag-raisers were________.

（A）Mike Strank, Rene Gagnon and Franklin Sousley

（B）Ira Hayes, John Bradley and Rene Gagnon

（C）James Bradley, Stephen Ambrose and Harlon Block

（D）Ira Hayes, Joe Rosenthal and John Bradley

【解析】

46．答案为C。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。本文第一段对Bradley's book有简单介绍，即a new volume about Iwo Jima, the battle fought…for a tiny volcanic island in the Pacific，据此可排除选项A，但部分考生可能会因此而误选B。通读全文可知，此书讲述的是硫磺岛战役中竖起美国国旗的六名老兵的故事，旨在赋予其人性的一面，文中第六段和最后两段均有明显线索。由第六段第一句中to humanise the six可排除选项D。

47．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。判断依据集中在文章第四、五段。第四段说摄影师Joe Rosenthal差点儿没能按下相机快门，因他当时正在跟同事说话，他是后来才知道底片上究竟留下了什么图像，由此可知选项A正确。由第五段末句可知，照片是在战役爆发后的第五天拍摄的，选项B错。据第五段一、二句可排除选项C，据第五段第三句可排除选项D。

48．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。由第七段可知：作者父亲像其他老兵一样，从不提及硫磺岛战役的事，家人也是在他去世后才得知他曾获海军十字勋章。作者根据父亲遗物和对幸存者的采访还原了这些人的故事。选项D正确，选项A排除。由于父亲也是照片上六人中幸存的三人之一，选项C应排除。再根据第三段一、二句可判定选项B的说法也为错。

49．答案为A。本题考查对文章中隐含意思的推测能力。第二段now the book is number three on the New York Times
 non-fiction list直接说明该书成为畅销书，可排除选项B。第八段they were boys of common virtue表达选项C之意。第四段首句The photograph of the flag being raised became a symbol for the triumph…直接表达选项D的意思。选项A的意思文中并未直接表达，只是在最后两段交代另两名幸存老兵的结局时有所流露。

50．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解力。作者的父亲显然是照片上六位竖起国旗的老兵中的幸存者。倒数第二段中another of the three，Rene Gagnon与末段中的the final flag-raiser，Ira Hayes分别是另两名幸存者，选项B正确。

Passage 11


Questions 51～55


It's the start of the new school year. The bell's gone, 30-odd pupils have shuffled into class and you're now facing a roomful of stroppy 17-year-olds who very vocally don't want to be there. As a teacher, this may well be your daily reality in 2015, when all young people up to the age of 18 will have to be either in fulltime education or work-based training. And based on what happened in Spain when the school-leaving age was raised from 14 to 16 in 1998, new research from economists at Lancaster University warns that schools could be hit with mass absenteeism when teachers find themselves unable to do their job because half their class isn't interested.

Colin Green, senior lecturer at Lancaster University management school, says evidence from Spain shows that raising the compulsory “participation age” is likely to result in lower job satisfaction for teachers, greater problems with stress, and more people leaving the profession. Employers, he points out, will have a choice as to which young people they take on. Schools, by contrast, will have a duty to accept all comers. This means there is likely to be a large cohort of teenagers who would much rather have left school, but who will be required to spend two years more with their heads in a book.

For sixth-form teachers, who have till now looked forward to lessons with keen- as-mustard—or at least moderately willing—A-level students, the dynamic of every class is likely to change dramatically, and is unlikely to be conducive to better learning outcomes for any of those involved. Given this prospect, says Green, teachers should pay attention to how their day-to-day working lives will be affected when the school-leaving age goes up.

The study shows that as soon as Spain raised the statutory leaving age, “secondary school teacher absenteeism rose sharply—on average, by between 15％ to 20％”. “And it wasn't a one-off,” Green says. “Absence rates have stayed high in all the years following the reform. And the increase in teacher absenteeism has clear implications for the quality of education that students receive.” A particularly troubling finding, he notes, is that increases in teacher absence was even higher in areas where fewer children traditionally stayed on in school, reaching 40％ in the worst areas.

Of course, it's the areas with larger proportions of teenagers who would prefer to leave school that most need extra professional support. But instead, because teachers will find themselves under more pressure, classes are likely to be more disrupted, and absence rates will shoot through the roof. “There's a real danger,” Green says, “that the policy will decrease the quality of education and training provision.” Green is not scaremongering. Previous research has shown that teacher absence is a cause of poor pupil achievement. Worse still, the negative effects of long teacher absence are more severe for poorer pupils. Given growing concern about the large numbers of young people in England who leave school with few qualifications and prospects, he observes the raising of the school-leaving age was virtually inevitable. “The profile of the August rioters will have added further steel to the commitment to keep under-18s inside one system or another,” he says.

The problem the government faces, however, is that while many working in education might share the view that it's better for young people to remain in education or training, forcing reluctant teenagers to stay on at school may have the opposite effect to the one ministers intend. “The potential for a direct effect is clear: more students in schools and colleges will either lead to an increase in teaching workloads or an increase in class size,” says Green. “All the evidence suggests that teaching and managing these students and combining their needs with those of young people who would have chosen to stay on already, is likely to present new and difficult challenges.”

Absenteeism on the scale observed by Green in Spain is only one indicator of such impact. Green suggests that, like all employees, if teachers are not compensated in some way for a significant change in the essential nature of their work, it's likely to have a negative effect on how they feel about their professional purpose. For the policy of raising the compulsory leaving age to be successful, ministers will be heavily dependent on teachers' willingness to flex and adapt and, put bluntly, work harder in more difficult conditions.

Green suggests that the government would do well to find out what teachers feel would recompense them for the changes they'll have to make to their professional practice. If nothing is done, he warns, “all these factors add up to the same thing—a poorer quality experience and level of opportunities for young people. There is the danger that schools will become not the hoped-for platform for development, encouragement and inspiration, but instead a ‘holding’ camp for a growing number of disengaged young people.” (1203)

【内容概要】

本文对英国和西班牙的中学教育进行了比较，主题是对英国的中学义务教育年龄延长可能产生的结果后果进行研究比较。英国开始将青少年接受义务教育的participation age从16岁提升至18岁，兰卡斯特大学的研究人员以西班牙在这方面的研究作为参照，指出由此而可能在学校和教师方面产生的消极后果，因为面对一批已不愿坐在教室继续学习的学生，教师对工作满意度会进一步降低，压力增大，离职率提高，最终降低教育质量。研究报告提出，除非对教师采取相应的补偿措施以调动其积极性，否则提高义务教育年龄的做法难以收到实效。从本文的介绍可以了解英国中学教育面临的一些重大问题。

【词语解析】

stroppy a
 . 脾气坏的，好争吵的

(as) keen-as-mustard ［口］极为热心的，极感兴趣的

shoot through 逃走，离去

scaremonger n
 . 散播惊人消息的人，危言耸听者

recompense v
 . 回报，偿还

disengage v
 . 松开，脱开，脱离接触

51．The passage introduced the raising of school-leaving age from 14 to 16 in Spain________.

（A）to discuss the possible negative impact of such a reform

（B）to contrast with the raising of the age from 16 to 18

（C）to show the improvement of secondary education in Europe

（D）to illustrate the importance of fulltime education and work-based training

52．According to the passage, after Spain raised the statutory school-leaving age, secondary school teacher absenteeism rose sharply mainly because________.

（A）they did not have sufficient qualifications and professional knowledge

（B）they were overloaded with extra teaching hours

（C）they were often facing classrooms with fewer students

（D）they had lower job satisfaction with much greater stress

53．Which of the following cannot be inferred from the sentence “Schools, by contrast, will have a duty to accept all comers.” (para. 2)?

（A）Schools cannot choose which young people they would admit as the employers do.

（B）Schools cannot but accept all the teenagers under 18 according to the new policy.

（C）Schools would accept teenagers who were reluctant to continue their study.

（D）Schools would accept keen-as-mustard or moderately willing A-level students.

54．When Green says that “The profile of the August rioters will have added further steel to the commitment to keep under -18s inside one system or another”(para. 5) he argues that.

（A）young people with few qualifications will be a danger to the society

（B）the important thing for leaving school teenagers is to provide them with jobs

（C）young people should stay in school to learn more professional skills before 18

（D）teenagers are most dynamic and active and should be protected from social riots

55．It can be concluded from the passage that Colin Green's attitude towards the raising of school-leaving age is________.

（A）subjective and pessimistic

（B）objective and constructive

（C）optimistic and evaluative

（D）negative and critical

【解析】

51．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见第一段，并贯穿全文，作者一开始即介绍英国即将采取的延长中学义务教育年龄的措施，然后笔锋一转，提及对西班牙自1998年即采取的延长中学义务教育年龄的对比研究及相应的发现等，主要是在学校教育和教师方面引发的问题。选项B并非研究对比的要点，C不是本文讨论的重点，D也不是作者引出此话题的目的。

52．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关信息从第一至第五段均有覆盖。在延长学校义务教育年龄后，由于学生学习热情低、课堂纪律差等因素，教师面临压力增大，工作满意度降低，缺勤、缺课率上升。选项A的说法不妥，B和C的解释尚欠全面。

53．答案为D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，该句在第二段，但相关提示在本段和下一段都可找到，且须采用排除法。作者把企业招聘可以对员工进行挑选和实行义务教育的学校不得挑选学生进行对比，选形A，B和C的说法均与上述一致，而D的说法与实情不符，符合题意，为答案。本题答对率相对较低。这是一道“三正一反”的推断题，上下文有明确提示，但部分考生审题缺少深度。

54．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。主要见第五段，大学高级讲师Colin Green以前年八月发生的社会暴乱为例说明，延长学生义务教育时间和多学习一些技能知识并获得相应文凭的必要性。选项A是一种可能的推理，但并非其主要意思，B不是Green要表达的意思，D属主观臆测，应排除。本题有一定难度。

55．答案为B。本题考查对文章介绍的Colin Green的相关研究及作出其结论观点的态度的判断能力，贯穿全文，对该措施对教师、学生及教学效果的分析、及对政府有关部门政策的建议均较为全面客观。选项A，C和D的概括或过于主观片面，或不符实际，均应予排除。本题有一定难度，有约40％考生选D，判断尚欠全面。


 问答题

Passage 1


Questions 1～3


Disparaging comments by adults about a children's presenter have led to an angry backlash in support of Cerrie Burnell, the 29-year-old CBeebies host who was born missing the lower section of her right arm. One man said that he would stop his daughter from watching the BBC children's channel because Burnell would give his child nightmares.

Parents even called the broadcaster to complain after Burnell, with Alex Winters, took over the channel's popular Do and Discover slot and The Bedtime Hour programme last month, to complain about her disability. And some of the vitriolic comments on the “Grown Up” section of the channel's website were so nasty that they had to be removed.

“Is it just me, or does anyone else think the new woman presenter on CBeebies may scare the kids because of her disability?” wrote one adult on the CBeebies website. Other adults claimed that their children were asking difficult questions as a result. “I didn't want to let my children watch the filler bits on The Bedtime Hour last night because I know it would have played on my eldest daughter's mind and possibly caused sleep problems,” said one message. The BBC received nine other complaints by phone.

While charities reacted angrily to the criticism of the children's presenter, calling the comments disturbing, other parents and carers labeled the remarks as disgraceful, writing in support of Burnell and setting up a “fight disability prejudice” page on the social networking site Facebook.

“I think that it is great that Cerrie is on CBeebies. She is an inspiration to children and we should not underestimate their ability to understand and accept that all of us have differences—some visible and some not,” wrote “Surfergirlboosmum”. Other websites were flooded with equally supportive comments. “I feel we should all post counter complaints to the BBC and I'm sure they will receive more complaints about the fact they have even considered accepting these complaints,” wrote Scott Tostevin on Facebook. “It's a disgrace that people still have such negative views against people who are ‘different’,” he added.

Burnell, who described her first television presenting role as a “dream job”, has also appeared in EastEnders and Holby City and has been feted for performances in the theatre while also worked as a teaching assistant at a special needs school in London. She also has a four-year-old child. “I think the negative comments from those few parents are indicative of a wider problem of disabled representation in the media as a whole, which is why it's so important for there to be more disabled role models in every area of the media,” she said in response yesterday.

“The support that I've received…has been truly heartening. It's brilliant that parents are able to use me as a way of talking about disability with their children and for children who are similarly disabled to see what really is possible in life and for their worlds to be represented in such a positive, high profile manner.”

Charities said that much still needed to be done to change perceptions in society. “In some way it is a pretty sad commentary on the way society is now and that both parents and children see few examples of disabled people. The sooner children are exposed to disability in mainstream education the better,” said Mark Shrimpton at Radar, the UK's largest disability campaigning organisation. “She is a role model for other disabled people.”

Rosemary Bolinger, a trustee at Scope, a charity for people with cerebral palsy, said: “It is disturbing that some parents have reacted in this way…Unfortunately disabled people are generally invisible in the media and wider society.” (0909)



1．Who is Cerrie Burnell? Give a brief introduction of Cerrie Burnell.

2．What are the responses from parents and carers towards Cerrie Burnell? What is the reaction from charities to such criticism?

3．What is Cerrie Burnell's own view about her job as a television presenter?

【内容概要】

本文围绕英国BBC广播公司聘请29岁的残疾人Cerrie Burnell担任儿童节目主持人展开，介绍有些家长抗议让残疾人主持节目，认为这会令孩子恐惧，使孩子产生负面影响。而慈善组织和一些家长则反对这种歧视态度，支持Burnell，认为由她主持节目是个好事情。Burnell很喜欢现在的工作，她认为家长可以通过她帮助孩子理解何为残疾。慈善机构则认为社会应改变对残疾人的态度。家长和孩子平时接触到残疾人的机会很少，让孩子在主流教育中接触残疾人的做法应该肯定。本文实际上探讨的是一个怎样关怀残疾人的具有相当普遍性的社会问题。

【词语解析】

backlash n
 . 强烈反应，对抗性反应

fete v
 . 宴请（某人），向…致敬

nasty a
 . 令人讨厌的；令人厌恶的

slot n
 . （在名单、组织、程序等中的）位置，职位

trustee n
 . （慈善事业或其他机构的）受托人

vitriolic a
 . 尖刻的，辛辣的

【参考答案与解析】

1．Cerrie Burnell is a 29-year-old children's programme presenter, a CBeebies host of BBC's Children's channel. She also worked as a teaching assistant at a special needs school in the past. She appeared in a number of TV programmes. She is a disabled presenter born without the lower section of her right arm. Her appearance in the TV programmes is causing “disparaging” argument. There is controversy among parents and carers over “disabled representation”.

本文围绕BBC残疾主持人Cerrie Burnell展开，关于她的描述和相关经历，考生从文中可以直接找到。

2．There are pros and cons from parents and carers. Pros: It is an inspiration to children. People should not have negative views against people with disability. Some websites are full of supportive comments. Someone would like to post counter complaints to the BBC. It sets up a “fight disability prejudice” page on Facebook. People should not “underestimate” children's ability to understand disabled representation. Cons: Her image of disability may scare the children and give children “nightmares”, causing sleep problems.

Charities: Negative comments against Burnell are “disturbing”. There is much to be done to “change perceptions” in society. There are few examples of disabled people in the media. Children should be “exposed to disability in mainstream education”. Burnell is “a role model for other disabled people”.

关于残疾人Cerrie Burnell主持节目这一话题，社会上的评价既有肯定的也有反对的。反对者认为这会令孩子恐惧，对孩子产生消极影响。赞成者认为不应对残疾人持负面观点。慈善机构认为社会应改变观点，我们在这方面需要做的还很多。

3．She thinks of her first TV presenting role a “dream job” and she thanks those who support her. In her opinion, it is quite important to have “more disabled role models” in the media as there is a “wider problem” of disabled representation in the media as a whole.

相关内容主要在文中的第六段，Burnell喜欢现在的工作，她认为少数人的负面看法显示了社会上某些人对残疾人的偏见，正因如此，各个媒体业都需要有残疾人的参与。

Passage 2


Questions 4～6


I want this new school year to be a good one for my students as they learn about everything from calculus to Shakespeare to failure.That's right. Failure.

We all need to fail a little. In fact, the secret of success, might just be that. Consider the path of Henry David Thoreau. By many accounts, Thoreau was a failure. Folks thought he should have been a civic leader. He could have been a doctor, a lawyer, a teacher. He might even have made congressman or governor.

Instead, the Harvard man seemed to spend most of his time loafing in the woods near his hometown over near Walden Pond. Everyone just scratched their heads and wondered why such a promising young fellow wasn't a “success”.

I'm not suggesting that my students drop classes for the woods but it's important to remember that ideas on success vary, even in these enlightened times. Some measure success by the size of the car he or she drives, others point to the width of their wallet or the number of bathrooms in their house. The trouble is, by that way of thinking, America becomes the land of numbers and the higher the number, the greater the success.

Baseball's numbers help us to remember that frequent failure can be considered a success. Players who routinely fail to get a hit 7 out of every 10 at-bats are considered All Stars. But they are really stars because they learn from their mistakes.

The lessons of failure are an important part of the curriculum of success. We learn from them. They push us to do better; they teach us humility. As teacher, I expect students to revise their work to build on the “failure” of the first draft to achieve clarity and insight in the final draft. That's a good model for most things in life.

Part of the problem, though, is that we live in a country obsessed by results. In school it is the A student who gets all the perks even though getting an A doesn't always measure how much a person really knows. A's are icons of honor. F's are badges of defeat. We idealize icons and look up to heroes such as George Washington or John Glenn. Yet we shouldn't discount the heroes who labor outside the limelight. Those are the men and women who quietly go about the business of raising a family and taking care of their neighbors.

The most admirable are ones who invent their own success. They know how to seize the moment and let the chips fall where they may. They know that the best way to measure success is by living each day to the fullest. True success is giving something back. And you don't have to have a lot in the wallet to attain it. There are many people, young and old, who give back by serving in literacy campaigns and soup kitchens.

As my father used to say: “Make sure you leave the world a better place than it was when you entered it. At least clean up after yourself.” The beginning of the school year is a good time to start reorienting ourselves. It's a good time to see our failures in a new light.

After Thoreau died in 1862, his mentor, Ralph Waldo Emerson, lamented that Henry hadn't blossomed into a great leader of the nation. His books were little read, his ideas seemed skewed. And yet, less than 100 years later, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. pointed to Thoreau's essay “Civil Disobedience” as one of the sparks that ignited the civil rights movement and profoundly shaped American society.

Not a bad legacy for a failure. (0903)



4．Who is Henry David Thoreau? Why does the author mention Henry David Thoreau at the beginning of the passage and at the end of the passage again?

5．Explain the author's statement “America becomes the land of numbers” (para. 4).

6．What is your understanding of the author's statement “True success is giving something back”(para. 8)?

【内容概要】

一位老师在新学期开始之际对学生们的殷切希望，关键点是挫折教育。作者呼吁在新学期的开始，学生们应重新审视挫折和失败的作用。作者认为，我们在人生旅程中需要经受一些失败挫折，成功的取得有赖于挫折。很多人以物质财富的多少来衡量成功，在学校里则是用考试成绩来评价一个学生。但事实上我们更应当关注平凡人，值得尊敬的是每天的生活都过得充实丰富的人，真正的成功是勿忘给社会以回报。作者提到了美国颇具影响的19世纪作家、超验主义运动的代表人物梭罗（1817—1862），读者不妨予以关注。

【词语解析】

at-bats 上场击球，出场击球次数

badge n
 . 徽章，证章　标记，标志

lament v
 . （为…）哀悼，痛哭，悲伤

loaf v
 . 闲混日子

mentor n
 . 贤明顾问

perk＝perquisite n
 . 特殊待遇

scratch v
 . 抓，搔

skew v
 . 歪曲，曲解

【参考答案与解析】

4．Henry David Thoreau is a nineteenth century writer, philosopher and naturalist. He is a representative of transcendentalism. One of his famous books Walden
 is based on his life experience near Walden Pond. He is a controversial figure in modern American history. He was considered by many as a “failure” because he didn't become a professional or a statesman (a civic leader, a doctor, lawyer, teacher, congressman, governor) as they expected. The author uses him to show different views towards the criteria of success.

作者在文章的开始和结尾部分介绍了美国作家Henry David Thoreau，考生可根据介绍作出概括。作者通过所举例子生动地向读者展示了关于成功的标准有很多不同的看法。文章前后呼应有助于突出作者的主要观点。

5．This is the author's criticism of America's way of thinking. Success is measured by the wealth one has attained, such as the size of the car one drives or buys, the size of houses (number of bathrooms), the money they have made (“the width of their wallet”). In other words, as the author suggests, it is a country “obsessed by results.” Many people are only concerned with their financial and economic gains.

作者在第四段举例说明了美国社会中人们往往以物质财富的多少来衡量一个人的成功与否。随后作者提出了自己的看法，这与用财富衡量成功的标准形成了对比。作者对社会上流行的所谓成功的看法和价值观提出了自己的批评。

6．It is the author's view of measuring success. As no one can live without support from the community, one should not waste one's lifetime, but make full use of one's life, serving in various voluntary activities as a return to the community.

相关内容主要在文中的第八、九两段，作者提出了与美国社会中流行的衡量成功的标准不一样的观点：成功是给社会、给他人回报。我们应当每一天都过得丰富充实，应当为社会作出自己的贡献。

Passage 3


Questions 7～9


On Apr. 27, the Dean of Duke's business school had the unfortunate task of announcing that nearly 10％ of the Class of 2008 had been caught cheating on a take-home final exam. The scandal, which has cast yet another pall over the leafy, Gothic campus, is already going down as the biggest episode of alleged student deception in the business school's history.

Almost immediately, the questions started swirling. The accused MBAs were, on average, 29 years old. They were the cut-and-paste generation, the champions of Linux. Before going to the business school, they worked in corporations for an average of six years. They did so at a time when their bosses were trumpeting the brave new world of open source, where one's ability to aggregate (or rip off) other people's intellectual property was touted as a crucial competitive advantage.

It's easy to imagine the explanations these MBAs, who are mulling an appeal, might come up with. Teaming up on a take-home exam: That's not academic fraud, it's postmodern learning, wiki style. Text-messaging exam answers or downloading essays onto iPods: That's simply a wise use of technology.

One can understand the confusion. This is a generation that came of age nabbing music off Napster and watching bootlegged Hollywood blockbusters in their dorm rooms. “What do you mean?” you can almost hear them saying. “We're not supposed to share?”

That's not to say that university administrators should ignore unethical behavior, if it in fact occurred. But in this wired world, maybe the very notion of what constitutes cheating has to be reevaluated. The scandal at Duke points to how much the world has changed, and how academia and corporations are confused about it all, sending split messages.

We're told it's all about teamwork and shared information. But then we're graded and ranked as individuals. We assess everybody as single entities. But then we plop them into an interdependent world and tell them their success hinges on creative collaboration.

The new culture of shared information is vastly different from the old, where hoarding information was power. But professors—and bosses, for that matter—need to be able to test individual ability. For all the talk about workforce teamwork, there are plenty of times when a person is on his or her own, arguing a case, preparing a profit and loss statement, or writing a research report.

Still, many believe that a rethinking of the assessment process is in store. The Stanford University Design School, for example, is so collaborative that “it would be impossible to cheat,” says D-school professor Robert I. Sutton. “If you found somebody to help you write an exam, in our view that's a sign of an inventive person who gets stuff done. If you found someone to do work for free who was committed to open source, we'd say, ‘Wow, that was smart.’ One group of students got the police to help them with a school project to build a roundabout where there were a lot of bike accidents. Is that cheating?”

That's food for thought at a time when learning is becoming more and more of a social process embedded in a larger network. This is in no way a pass on those who consciously break the rules. With countries aping American business practices, a backlash against an ethically rudderless culture can't happen soon enough. But the saga at Duke raises an interesting question: In the age of Twitter, a social network that keeps users in constant streaming contact with one another, what is cheating? (0709)



7．What is the author's attitude towards the student deception in Duke's business school?

8．According to the author, what are the “split messages” (para. 5) sent by the academia and corporations?

9．Why does the author cite the example of Stanford University Design School?

【内容概要】

本文是关于美国Duke University商学院MBA学生考试作弊一事的争议。这一事件引发的讨论表明，对学生在学校考试中的作弊等行为的界定需要to be reevaluated，需要重新评估的还包括学校考试手段和方式、评分标准的改变、学生在学校学习的纪律规定、相关道德品格的规范等。今天的社会提倡teamwork和shared information，强调creative collaboration，而对学生成绩评定的传统做法又是以个人为基础的，信息共享的new culture与原来的旧文化已是vastly different。文章以哈佛大学设计学院为例说明，对assessment process的重新考虑和改革已提上议事日程。

【词语解析】

academia n
 . 学术界

ape v
 . 模仿，学…的样

bootleg v
 . 非法走私贩卖

cut-and-paste a
 . ＆ n
 . 剪刀加浆糊

mull v
 . 仔细考虑，沉思

nab v
 . 抢，捉住

pall n
 . 笼罩物，沉闷的气氛

rip off v
 . 偷窃，抢劫，剥削

rudderless a
 . 无舵的，无指导的

tout v
 . 招徕，兜揽，吹嘘

Twitter n
 . 推特，社交网络网站

【参考答案与解析】

7．The author's attitude is explorative and investigative towards the issue. From the article we can find that the author holds that the whole issue of cheating is quite complicated and arguable. With the coming of the new world of “open source” on the basis of the development of IT and Internet, sharing of intellectual property becomes inevitable. And what is “unethical behavior” in school examination should be reevaluated and it might be necessary to “rethink” and reform the school assessment process.

本题考查对作者对相关事件的态度的理解分析能力。本文的主题是关于Duke University business school学生的考试作弊问题。问题在于，今天在IT技术高度发展的前提下，对考试“作弊”的界定本身就成了一个问题。作者通过本文、主要是第三、四、五段，提出了自己的观点看法，考生可就此问题作出描述。

8．The author tells us that the academic circles and business people have different attitudes and criteria towards the issue of “cheating” and how to test individual ability and competence. Colleges and universities stress “ethical behavior” in school examination and independent work but companies and corporations stress creative cooperation, teamwork and sharing of information with the aid of new technology.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解判断能力。作者介绍了学界和公司对考试“欺骗”、“作弊”的观点方面的分歧，反映随着科学技术的发展，对有关的道德标准的判定也发生了巨大的变化。这里的关键是对cheating和teamwork、shared information的界定。文章的后半部分对此有较明确的分析讨论。

9．The design school encourages students' creative thinking and collaborative efforts in study and examination. Their setting of examination makes cheating “impossible”. And the students are encouraged to use open source and seek help from others. We can say the author uses the school as an example to show that traditional assessment process and criteria should be challenged and reevaluated and new forms of examination might be designed to meet the changes in all these aspects.

本题考查对文章细节的理解分析。文章最后两段作者以Stanford University Design School为例提出，随着科技手段的变化，学校对学生成绩的传统评定方式亦应作重新考虑，对原来界定为cheating的做法也需重作评定。作者举出的这一例子给人启发。

Passage 4


Questions 10～12


Many animals and plants threatened with extinction could be saved if scientists spent more time talking with the native people whose knowledge of local species is dying out as fast as their languages are being lost.

“Potentially vital information about many endangered species is locked in the vocabulary and expressions of local people, yet biologists are failing to tap into this huge source of knowledge before it is lost for good,” scientists said. “It seems logical that the biologists should go and talk to the indigenous people who know more about the local environment than anyone else,” said David Harrison, an assistant professor of linguistics at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.

“Most of what humans know about ecosystems and species is not found in databases or libraries or written down anywhere. It's in people's heads. It's in purely oral traditions,” Dr. Harrison told the American Association for the Advancement of Science in San Francisco. “About 80 per cent of the animals and plants visible to the naked eye have not yet been classified by science. It doesn't mean they are unknown; it just means we have a knowledge gap.”

An estimated 7,000 languages are spoken in the world but more than half of them are dying out so fast that they will be lost completely by the end of the century as children learn more common languages, such as English or Spanish. He cited the example of a South American skipper butterfly, Astraptes fulgerator, which scientists thought was just one species until a DNA study three years ago revealed that it was in fact 10 different species whose camouflaged colouration made the adult forms appear identical to one another.

Yet if the scientists had spoken to the Tzeltal-speaking people of Mexico—descendants of the Maya—they might have learnt this information much sooner because Tzeltal has several descriptions of the butterflies based on the different kinds of caterpillar. “These people live on the territory of that butterfly habitat and in fact care very little about the adult butterfly but they have a very-fine grained classification for the larvae because the caterpillars affect their crops and their agriculture,” Dr. Harrison said.

“It's crucial for them to know which larva is eating which crop and at what time of year. Their survival literally depends on knowing that, whereas the adult butterfly has no impact on their crops,” he said. “There was a knowledge gap on both sides and if they had been talking to each other they might have figured out sooner that they were dealing with a species complex,” he said.

“Indigenous people often have classification systems that are often more fine-grained and more precise than what Western science knows about species and their territories.” Another example of local knowledge was shown by the Musqueam people of British Columbia in Canada, who have fished the local rivers for generations and describe the trout and the salmon as belonging to the same group.

In 2003 they were vindicated when a genetic study revealed that the “trout” did in fact belong to the same group as Pacific salmon, Dr. Harrison said. “It seems obvious that knowing more about species and ecosystems would put us in a better position to sustain those species and ecosystems,” he said. “That's my argument, that the knowledge gap is vastly to the detriment of Western science. We know much less than we think we do.” (0709)



10．Why does the author say that indigenous languages hold the key to saving endangered species?

11．What does Dr. Harrison's example of a South American skipper butterfly tell us?

12．Explain in your own words the author's conclusion “that the knowledge gap is vastly to the detriment of Western science. We know much less than we think we do.”

【内容概要】

本文的主题可分为两点，一是关于世界濒危动植物（endangered species）的保护问题，一是关于人类语言、尤其是某些地区的土著语（indigenous languages）的保护继承问题。文章指出，人类所了解的有关生态系统和生命物种的知识大多数并没有以文字形式记载下来，而是留在人们的头脑里，留在purely oral traditions中。到本世纪末，可能有50％以上的语言将完全消亡，而随此现象失去的则是人类对生态世界及濒危物种知识的了解。对关心世界的环境保护、尤其是生态环境保护的读者来说，本文提出的问题令人深思。

【词语解析】

caterpillar n
 . 毛虫，履带

detriment n
 . 损害，伤害

indigenous a
 . 土生土长的，本地的

larvae a
 . （昆虫的）幼虫，幼体

skipper butterfly 弄蝶

species complex n
 . 物种情结

trout n
 . 鲑鱼

Tzeltal n
 . 泽尔托尔语，指生活在墨西哥东南部恰帕斯中部的马雅印第安人的语言

vindicate v
 . 证明…正确

【参考答案与解析】

10．The author tells us that the native people often have the knowledge of local, endangered species (animals and plants) and such and related knowledge could be found in the indigenous languages they use. Therefore the mastery of such languages can provide knowledge which could be useful for the saving and protection of these endangered species.

本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解分析能力。文章的开头两段作者即提出了自己的观点，说明保护濒危动物和了解当地土著语言的关系，并给出了其理由和分析。

11．The example tells that the scientists originally thought it was just “one species”, but the DNA study shows such understanding is wrong as it was actually “ten species”. The native people of Mexico's descriptions show that they know about the butterflies from different kinds of their caterpillar, which reveals a “knowledge gap” between Western scientits and the native people.

本题考查对文章的细节的理解分析能力。作者给出具体例子表明，当地土著人的语言会更细致准确地反映对当地的物种的认识，具体事例介绍在文章的第四、五、六段有分析说明。

12．The author tells us that Western science has often been considered more advanced, but the knowledge gap is sharp enough from the examples introduced. As the native people often know about the local endangered species, which should be absorbed and learned by Western scientists so as to save and protect endangered species. Otherwise such a gap will only do harm to the development of Western science.

本题考查对文章结论句的理解判断，也和文章的主题及宗旨密切相关。引文出自最后一段，是作者对自己在文中展开的讨论的概括，颇具启迪意义，考生应能用自己的语言进行表述。

Passage 5


Questions 13～16


Graduates from under-privileged backgrounds are to challenge the elitism of the barristers' profession, under plans outlined today. Reforms aimed at challenging the dominance of the rich and privileged classes which are disproportionately represented among the membership of the Bar will tackle the decline in students from poorer backgrounds joining the profession. They include financial assistance as well as measures to end the “intimidating environment” of the barristers' chambers which young lawyers must join if they want to train as advocates.

The increasing cost of the Bar and a perception that it is run by a social elite has halted progress in the greater inclusion of barristers from different backgrounds. A number of high-profile barristers, including the prime minister's wife, Cherie Booth QC, have warned that without changes, the Bar will continue to be dominated by white, middle-class male lawyers.

In a speech to the Social Mobility Foundation think tank in London this afternoon, Geoffrey Vos QC, Bar Council chairman, will say: “The Bar is a professional elite, by which I mean that the Bar's membership includes the best-quality lawyers practicing advocacy and offering specialist legal advice in many specialist areas. That kind of elitism is meritocratic, and hence desirable.”

“Unfortunately, however, the elitism which fosters the high-quality services that the Bar stands for has also encouraged another form of elitism. That is elitism in the sense of exclusivity, exclusion, and in the creation of a profession which is barely accessible to equally talented people from less privileged backgrounds.”

Last month, Mr. Vos warned that the future of the barristers' profession was threatened by an overemphasis on posh accents and public school education. Mr. Vos said then that people from ordinary backgrounds were often overlooked in favour of those who were from a “snobby” background. People from a privileged background were sometimes recruited even though they were not up to the job intellectually, he added. In his speech today, Mr. Vos will outline the “barriers to entry”, to a career at the Bar and some of the ways in which these may be overcome.

The Bar Council has asked the law lord, Lord Neuberger of Abbotsbury, to examine how these barriers can be overcome, and he will publish his interim report and consultation paper before Easter. He is expected to propose a placement programme to enable gifted children from state schools to learn about the Bar, the courts and barristers at first hand.

The Bar Council is also working towards putting together a new package of bank loans on favourable terms to allow young, aspiring barristers from poorer backgrounds to finance the Bar vocational course year and then have the financial ability to establish themselves in practice before they need to repay.

These loans would be available alongside the Inns of Court's scholarship and awards programmes. Mr. Vos will say today: “I passionately believe that the professions in general, and the Bar in particular, must be accessible to the most able candidates from any background, whatever their race, gender, or socioeconomic group. The Bar has done well in attracting good proportions of women and racial minorities and we must be as positive in attracting people from all socioeconomic backgrounds.” (0709)



13．What is the “elitism of the barristers' profession” in the United Kingdom?

14．What are the barriers for graduates from under-privileged families to become barristers?

15．Give a brief summary of Bar Council chairman Geoffrey Vos's view on elitism of the barrister's profession.

16．What are the measures of reform to help poorer graduates become barristers?

【内容概要】

多年来，在英国从事律师职业和加入律师协会的人员绝大部分来自rich and privileged classes，而来自贫困家庭的则寥寥无几。这样一种exclusivity，exclusion现象是不正常的。目前，有关部门正在研究推出新的方案，包括a new package of bank loans，加上律师学院（Inns of Court）提供的scholarshiop and awards programmes，以帮助出身贫困家庭的青年在经济上有能力参加相关专业课程的学习，参加律师工作，或自己成立律师事务所等。

【词语解析】

Bar n
 . 律师业，大律师界

barrister n
 . 讼务律师

exclusivity n
 . 排他性，专有权，独占的权利

Inns of Court （英国）律师学院

meritocratic a
 . 精英统治的

posh a
 . 漂亮的，时髦的

snobby＝snobbish a
 . 势利的

under-privileged a
 . 得不到基本权利的，贫困的，社会地位低下的

【参考答案与解析】

13．According to the passage, in England, the barristers' profession is dominated by people from the rich and privileged classes. People from poorer families are often intimidated and discouraged to join the profession, and as a result students from less privileged families joining the profession are declining.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文章第一段指出了英国律师行业中的这一垄断现象，即大多数律师都来自富裕的上层社会，而出身贫困的优秀学生却难以涉足该行业，这一现象对社会的公正公平是颇有影响的。

14．Such barriers include the unfriendly “intimidating” environment, the increasing cost of the Bar, the overemphasis on education background, the perception that the Bar is run by a social elite, a sense of “exclusivity, exclusion” and that the profession is becoming “barely accessible to talented people from poorer backgrounds”.

本题考查对文章基本内容和细节的理解。文章具体指出了阻碍贫困学生加入律师行业的原因及具体障碍，包括在思想概念上的和工作环境方面的，在文章的前几段均有提及。

15．According to Geoffrey Vos, the elitism which stresses meritocracy/talent and best-quality of professionals is desirable and acceptable, however the elitism which focuses on exclusivity and exclusion of the profession will threat the future of the profession, and the inequality in the enrollment of people from ordinary backgrounds and poorer families should be overcome.

本题考查对文章基本内容和具体细节的理解概括。Geoffrey Vos的观点在第三、四、五段都有介绍。他对律师业的现状作出了评述，指出了迄今为止的律师招聘做法中的不平等现象，提出了批评和改进的建议。

16．The measures include the proposal of a “placement programme” to help children from state schools to learn about the barristers' profession, a new package of bank loans on favourable terms to help students from poorer families to attend the Bar vocational course study and join the profession, and provision of loans together with scholarship and awards programme which are “accessible” to talented candidated from any background.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和总结能力。该文第一段即介绍拟改进的措施，在最后两段又具体介绍了the Bar Council提议采取的几项做法以帮助出身贫困家庭的优秀生进入律师行业。

Passage 6


Questions 17～19


Some of Britain's leading universities are embroiled in a “cash for degree course” row after accepting foreign students from a fee-paying tutorial college that claims to be in partnership with them. The foreign applicants pay ￡15,000 for one-year “foundation” courses at Bellerbys college, which claims to guarantee a place at one of 33 British universities with which it is linked. These include highly ranked institutions such as Nottingham and Southampton. Universities confirmed they accepted Bellerbys students but denied they guaranteed places.

Bellerbys—which has campuses in Oxford, London, Cambridge and Hove in East Sussex—found undergraduate places for 400 foreign students last year. An undercover Sunday Times reporter was told by Bellerbys last week that he would have “no problem” getting on the foundation course despite saying he performed badly at school. When Bellerbys was asked how it could guarantee a degree place, it said: “Because there are partner universities.”

Cash-strapped universities are keen to take foreign students because they can charge them fees between ￡6,000 and ￡8,000 a year, almost double the sum received for teaching British undergraduates. The college's claim to guarantee students a university place is likely to anger students and schools struggling to win places at the top institutions. Trina Mawer, head of the independent Farlington school in Horsham, said: “This is just amazing. Those students are not being judged by the same standards as ours. It is most unfair to students who have worked hard to get good A-levels. I understand the universities' need for extra money, but this scheme makes a mockery of our exam system and university admissions.”

Last week the reporter, posing as a Bosnian student and speaking broken English, approached an admissions adviser at Bellerbys to ask about his chances of getting into the college and then joining a university engineering course. The adviser made it clear that the reporter would be given a place at Bellerbys if the college considered he had done well at high school in Bosnia or had shown potential. The adviser told the reporter “We can guarantee you entry to one of our 33 partner universities,” a pledge that also appears on the college's website. When the reporter said: “My father tell me, my father wants me to go to school in England…my marks in high school are not very good,” the adviser replied: “We will look at your marks and I think that it won't be a problem.” The university at which Bellerbys students win a place depends on their score in the foundation course, which is marked by the college's staff.

A second reporter, posing as the guardian of a Chinese student, was told a score of between 70％ and 85％ would be required by Nottingham and Southampton. An admissions officer added: “With ［40％］ you could get the University of Aston, Brighton or Buckingham.” The tutor said the student must have finished high school in China and have a score of 41/2 out of 9 in the IELTS. Universities usually require a score of at least 6 from foreign students applying directly.

Bellerbys defended its courses, claiming students studied elements of A-levels and worked at the “same degree of difficulty”. Bellerbys in Hove's vice-principal Peter Corcut said: “Because it is shorter we take key topics from A-level courses. Every applicant's school grades are assessed before they come on the course.”

Christine Humfrey, director of the international office at Nottingham, said the university had accepted 20-30 foreign students from Bellerbys this year, some from the foundation programme. All those accepted had been suitable candidates. “We wouldn't admit them if we thought they would not do well,” she said. Southampton also takes students from Bellerbys but denied guaranteeing places.

Stephen Miller, deputy vice-chancellor at City University, London, which appears as a “partner” university on the Bellerbys website, denied there was a formal arrangement with the college. “We take their students, but we don't guarantee anyone a place,” he said. “The foundation programme is recognised by us as equivalent to our A-level requirements.” The financial pressure on universities has been highlighted by Ivor Crewe, vice-chancellor of Essex University, who has said the presence of foreign students “is simply what makes it possible for the academic enterprise to continue”. (0503)



17．What is the “cash for degree courses” row mentioned in the passage?

18．Give a brief introduction of Bellerbys college's enrollment of foreign students. What does the reporters' investigation of the college tell us?

19．What can be concluded from the replies from the partner universities?

【内容概要】

本文的主题是讨论部分英国的大学教育商品化的问题。第一段的cash for degree courses就直截了当地揭示了某些院校用金钱换取学生学位的做法。文章以Bellerbys college为例，该校向海外学生一年收取学费15000英镑，招生时声称能保证他们被英国33所他们有联系的著名高等院校录取。记者对此进行了暗中调查，对该校招生的不规范做法和虚假宣传予以了披露，对相关的高校也进行了调查核实，同时报道了公众的反应和不满。

【词语解析】

embroil v
 . 卷入（纠纷、冲突等）

undercover a
 . 秘密的，暗中进行的

vice-chancellor n
 . （大学中实际主持日常工作的）副校长

【参考答案与解析】

17．It refers to the practice of some British colleges' foundation courses which charge foreign students high fees, and in order to attract more foreign students, they claim that some leading universities are “in partnership” with them and could “guarantee” a university place for those students. The expression refers to the argument over the practice of such fee-paying colleges in England, which is also questioned by home students and schools.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段，相关信息和主题贯穿全文。文章以Bellerbys college为例，介绍了部分英国的学校以吸引外国学生、增加创收为目标，采取一些虚假的欺骗手段，甚至不惜降低要求来招徕外国学生的现象，文章也介绍了这一做法遭到的批评。

18．The college provides foreign students with one year “foundation” courses, they charge high tuition fees by claiming that some leading universities are their “partner universities” so they can guarantee them a university place. The reporters' investigation shows that the college uses some unfair means to attract foreign students, and they also lower the criteria for foreign students.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和归纳，相关信息主要见前面五段。文章介绍了Bellerbys college在招收外国学生中的一些具体做法，以及两个记者对该校的采访调查，以揭露该校在外国学生录取中的不规范做法和存在的问题，考生可做出扼要的归纳分析。

19．The replies show that they did not admit they have had such kind of “partnership” with the college and they denied “guaranteeing” such places for foreign students. To defend themselves, they explained they were clean and honest in the enrollment and they knew such practice was unfair and unpopular.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要信息见最后两段。文章介绍了在Bellerbys college的网站上介绍的与其有专门的合作关系的高等院校（“partner”university）中，部分院校给出了反应，否认与该校有专门的优惠录取外国学生的协议。同时也指出英国大学录取外国学生的考虑之一确实是财政方面的考虑。

Passage 7


Questions 20～22


Twelve-year-old Claire Elliott owes her French penpal two letters. Her English homework is always skimpy and late, and her friends have given up e-mailing her because she never replies. Yet, according to her mother Megan, Claire is a voracious reader. She just hates writing. A copywriter herself, Megan Elliott had assumed that all her children would learn to write as they had learnt to read, with relative ease. But as soon as Claire started school her writing seemed to be a problem. “Claire could never work out how to hold the pencil. Eventually, she ended up with this very tense, odd grip,” says Megan.

“Every year at parents' evening I'd say, ‘She still doesn't seem to be holding her pencil very well’ and the teacher would say, ‘No she doesn't, does, she’. We all left it, and now Claire is capable of writing, though in a rather stilted style. But she hates it. Which seems a terrible shame.”

Going by the latest national test results for 11-year-olds, Claire is not alone. Almost half of all boys and four out of 10 girls fail to reach the average standard in their writing SATs—far more than the 20％ or so of pupils who fail in reading. Parents who help their children learn to read are often at a loss to know how to help them write. That is not surprising, says the psychologist Dr. Rhone Stainthorp, because even the experts don't fully understand what works. They just know that with its combination of hugely different skills—structuring, spelling, physical co-ordination, use of grammar and syntax—writing is “probably the hardest thing we ask our children to learn”.

So how can parents help? For children to learn to write well they need rich stores of language, says Kate Jones, who edits the magazine Young Writer (www. young-writer. org), which each year receives 5,000 contributions. What characterizes the best pieces, she says, is that they use fresh words and sentence structures—and the children who have these are the ones whose parents talk to them a lot, and continue to read aloud to them long after they can read to themselves.

If children see their parents enjoy writing letters or making up poems they will imitate them, says Jones. Families can write together—keep a holiday scrapbook, or correspond with the tooth fairy—and they can play writing games.

“There's a game where everybody writes the first sentence of a story on their own piece of paper, then you fold the papers and pass them on to the person on your left, who writes an ending. Then you pass them on again and each of you writes a story to join up the beginning and end,” says Jones.

It won't go down well, though, with the many older children—aged eight-plus—who, like Claire Elliott, have already been put off by a struggle with writing. As children approach 11, says Stainthorp, writing's component skills need to be automatic. If, by then, children are still concentrating on joining up letters or spelling, they are not thinking sufficiently about what they are trying to say.

At this stage parents can help by boosting those basic skills. That may mean a handwriting course. It may mean tuition from a spelling specialist, or buying a hand-held spell-checker for children aged nine-plus to use—not when learning to spell, but when writing.

Rhodri Williams, 15, and his brother Martin, 13, have been writing stories since they were seven. Their mother Kate encouraged them by making up entertaining comic poems. “We make up a lot of jokes and puns round the dinner table and when they say‘I'm bored’ I say ‘Go write something down’. They may not do it then, but they do it later,” she says. The more children write, the better they get at it, says Stainthorp. “The children who initially succeed at writing, because they don't find it too hard, tend to get better and better. They do more writing, so they get more practice.”

“The children who initially find it very difficult do less writing. So they don't get the practice and they get further and further adrift. One group spirals up and the other group spirals down, and it becomes difficult to close the gap.”

(Claire and Megan Elliott are pseudonyms
 ) (0303)



20．Why does the author mention the 12-year-old girl Claire Elliott at the beginning of the passage?

21．What is Young Writer's editor Kate Jones' view about improving children's writing skill?

22．What is the psychologist Dr. Rhona Stainthorp's point of view? What is his suggestion on children's writing problem?

【内容概要】

文章以年仅12岁的学生Claire Elliott为引子，介绍了部分学生在书写和写作能力学习方面遇到的困难。作者引用了专家的观点writing is“probably the hardest thing we ask our children to learn”，是值得深思的。文章提到了提高书写和写作能力应关注的几大方面，基本技能的训练，以及家长和家庭在这方面可以起的作用，其中培养孩子的兴趣、爱好和良好的习惯是极为重要的一环。

【词语解析】

adrift a
 . ＆ ad
 . 漂浮地（的），漂流地（的）

penpal n
 . 笔友

scrapbook n
 . 剪贴簿

skimpy a
 . 贫乏的，不足的

stilt v
 . 呆板的，生硬的

tooth fairy n
 . 牙齿仙女

voracious a
 . 贪婪的，如饥似渴的

【参考答案与解析】

20．The author uses the example of Claire Elliott to introduce the topic, that is, the issue of writing among children. The article shows that some children are good at reading but fail in writing. And this has become a major concern for parents as well as teachers.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力，主要见第一段。文章一开始就以12岁的学生为例，介绍部分青少年在书写和写作能力提高方面面临的困难，由此而引入文章的主题。

21．According to the editor Kate Jones, to improve children's writing skill, parents should talk to children often and “continue to read aloud to them” after they have learnt to read. Parents could set examples in writing and organize a number of “writing games” so as to arouse children's interest in writing and offer more chances for writing practice.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力，主要见第四、五、六段。作者介绍了Young Writer杂志的编辑Kate Jones在这方面的体会、观察和她的建议。

22．Stainthorp holds that the real cause of writing difficulty is not fully understood but anyhow writing is a combination of different skills and it is a most difficult thing for children to learn. He says that writing's component skills should be “automatic” around the age of 11, so children may need a kind of “handwriting course”. He also suggests more writing practice may help students improve writing skills.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力，主要见第三、七和最后两段。作者介绍了心理学家Dr．Rhone Stainthorp在帮助学生书写和写作能力上的看法和建议。考生可根据文章作出简要总结。

Passage 8


Questions 23～25


Genghis Khan massacred the population of whole cities as he built his Mongol empire. But in 1227, when his son avenged his death by ordering the slaying of the Central Asian Tangut people, he destroyed a whole culture, as the local Tangut language was never again spoken. The world now loses a language every two weeks, a rate unprecedented in history. Of course, not all meet such a violent end. Two lively and accessible new books, Andrew Dalby's “Language in Danger” and “The Power of Babel” by John McWhorter, map the intricate combination of politics, genocide, geography and economics that more typically conspire in their demise—and ask whether we are losing a testament to human creativity that rivals great works of art.

Linguists estimate that in 100 years fewer than half the world's 6,000 languages will still be in use. Will this mean a more peaceful, communicative world or an arid linguistic desert, subject to the tyranny of the monoglot yoke? In answering this question, Dalby and McWhorter take us on a fascinating and colorful spin through history, chronicling the rise of empires and crisscrossing the globe to take in the indigenous tribes of west Africa, Tasmania and the Amazon, tracking down itinerant healers in Bolivia, whale hunters off the coast of Germany, Russian immigrants in New York—in short, anyone who can cast light on the unique ways people communicate.

McWhorter likens linguistic change to Darwin's theory of evolution, arguing that languages, like animals and plants, inevitably split into subvarieties, alter in response to environmental pressures and evolve new forms and useless features. In prose that is bold and compelling, he warns against seeing grammar as a repository of culture, arguing that it is more often formed by chance and convenience and does not reflect its speakers' world view any more than “a pattern of spilled milk reveals anything specific about the bottle it came from.” His theory is slightly undermined by careless errors: a Latin sentence he has composed, on which his first chapter rests, has four mistakes in nine words. (Later, rather amazingly, he bungles the masculine and neuter forms of illa, the basic word for “that.”)

Rather than disassociating languages from the people who speak them, Dalby takes on the difficult but equally rewarding challenge of drawing out the distinct consciousness expressed by each tongue. As Babel becomes homogenized, surviving languages have fewer new words and ideas to draw on. Without Greek there would be no “wine-dark sea”. We would not “bury the hatchet” if American Indians hadn't done it already.

Despite these differences, both authors agree that with each language we learn, our ability to comprehend the world is given fresh, new scope. The word for “world” in Yupik, an Eskimo-Aleut language of Alaska, encompasses weather, outdoors, awareness and sense, as compared with its European equivalents, which tend to refer to “people, a crowd, inhabitants,” as in the French du monde, a lot of people, or the classical Greek he oikoumene, meaning the settled zone. Whereas in English we may simply say “he is chopping trees,” Tuyuca speakers in the Amazon rain forest must change their suffixes to specify whether this was told to them, they saw it themselves, they heard the sound or they're simply guessing.

Why are these languages disappearing? Globalization is the modern equivalent of Genghis Khan, both authors argue. English is now competently spoken by about 1.8 billion people worldwide. Parents consider it the key to a more prosperous life. Fearing that without fluency in the languages of the cultures of “tall buildings” their children will be deprived of standardized education and the ability to reap the rewards of international trade, they allow their own tongues to die off with the elderly. Dalby and McWhorter rewrite the script on language change from nearly opposite but equally intelligent perspectives, agreeing on the most significant point: if our rich linguistic heritage is not preserved, even English speakers may find themselves uncomfortably lost for words. (0303)



23．Introduce briefly Dalby and McWhorter's views about the death of languages and their differences.

24．What can be concluded from the discussion about the word “world” and the expression “he is chopping trees” in different languages?

25．Explain the sentence “Globalization is the modern equivalent of Genghis Khan.” from the last paragraph.

【内容概要】

本文的主题是关于文化和语言的产生、演变和消亡，具体内容牵涉到部分地区及国家、相关历史人物、事件、相关的语言及举例。作者以成吉思汉征服世界为引子，然后介绍两本介绍语言发展变迁的专著，引出本文的主题：语言和政治、地理、社会、经济等各文化元素不可分离。还提到全球化已带来和可能带来的种种影响结果，也对其立论的疏漏之处略作评论。对语言和文化的关系作更深刻的思考和反思。

【词语解析】

Genghis Khan n
 . 成吉思汗（1162—1227），后被追尊为元太祖

monoglot a
 . ＆ n
 . 使用单一语言者的（人）

itinerant a
 . 巡回的，流动的

bungle n
 . 做坏，搞糟

homogenize v
 . 使成均质，使变得纯一

Yupik n
 . 尤皮克语，属爱斯基摩-阿留申语系

Tuyuca n
 . 吐尤卡语，流行于南美洲亚马孙河流域

yoke n
 . 轭，枷锁，束缚，支配

【参考答案与解析】

23．The two authors think the combination of politics, genocide, geography and economics has contributed to the disappearence of languages. McWhorter compares linguistic change with Darwin's theory of evolution and holds that language is formed by “chance and convenience” and is not necessarily equivalent to culture or reflects users' world view. Dalby thinks that each language displays distinct “consciousness” and cultural elements, and with disappearence of languages, the “surviving languages” have fewer new words and ideas to “draw on”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和归纳。主要见文章的前几段。本文的主题是就两位作者关于语言研究的专著及各自的观点进行介绍。

24．The example of the word and the expression show the wide differences in the coverage of meanings of the same word from one language to another, and also the various communicative functions arising from the syntactical changes of the expression.

本题考查对文章细节的理解，主要见第五段。作者以书中的举例为例，说明同一词语在不同语言中语义涵盖面的巨大差异以及同一短语在不同语言中表现形式的差异以及交际功能上的异同等。

25．Today's globalization should be viewed from different angles. In one sense, it could be equally destructive as Genghis Khan's massacre of populations of cities or tribes and it could cause disappearance of more languages and cultures. As English is becoming a dominant language worldwide, the victims will not only include those whose mother tongues are dying off but also the English speakers as the “rich linguistic heritage is not preserved”.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，具体主要见最后一段和第一段。文章前后呼应，讨论的问题跳出了语言这一主题，与当下的社会现实密切结合起来。


科普科技


 选择题

Passage 1


Questions 1～5


Like the space telescope he championed, astronomer Lyman Spitzer faced some perilous moments in his career. Most notably, on a July day in 1945, he happened to be in the Empire State building when a B-25 Mitchell bomber lost its way in fog and crashed into the skyscraper 14 floors above him. Seeing debris falling past the window, his curiosity got the better of him, as Robert Zimmerman recounts in his Hubble history, The Universe in a Mirror. Spitzer tried to poke his head out the window to see what was going on, but others quickly convinced him it was too dangerous.

Spitzer was not the first astronomer to dream of sending a telescope above the distorting effects of the atmosphere, but it was his tireless advocacy, in part, that led NASA to launch the Hubble Space Telescope in 1990. Initially jubilant, astronomers were soon horrified to discover that Hubble's 2.4-metre main mirror had been ground to the wrong shape. Although it was only off by 2.2 micrometers, this badly blurred the telescope's vision and made the scientists who had promised the world new images and science in exchange for $1.5 billion of public money the butt of jokes. The fiasco, inevitably dubbed “Hubble Trouble” by the press, wasn't helped when even the limited science the crippled Hubble could do was threatened as its gyroscopes, needed to control the orientation of the telescope, started to fail one by one.

By 1993, as NASA prepared to launch a rescue mission, the situation looked bleak. The telescope “probably wouldn't have gone on for more than a year or two” without repairs, says John Grunsfeld, an astronaut who flew on the most recent Hubble servicing mission. Happily, the rescue mission was a success. Shuttle astronauts installed new instruments that corrected for the flawed mirror, and replaced the gyroscopes. Two years later, Hubble gave us the deepest ever view of the universe, peering back to an era just 1 billion years after the big bang to see the primordial building blocks that aggregated to form galaxies like our own.

The success of the 1993 servicing mission encouraged NASA to mount three more (in 1997, 1999 and 2002). Far from merely keeping the observatory alive, astronauts installed updated instruments on these missions that dramatically improved Hubble's power. It was “as if you took in you Chevy Nova ［for repairs］ and they gave you back a Lear jet,” says Steven Beckwith, who from 1998 to 2005 headed the Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI) in Baltimore, Maryland, where Hubble's observations are planned. Along the way, in 1998, Hubble's measurements of supernovas in distant galaxies unexpectedly revealed that the universe is expanding at an ever-increasing pace, propelled by a mysterious entity now known as dark energy. In 2001 the space observatory also managed to make the first measurement of a chemical in the atmosphere of a planet in an alien solar system.

Despite its successes, Hubble's life looked like it would be cut short when in 2004, NASA's then administrator Sean O'Keefe announced the agency would send no more servicing missions to Hubble, citing unacceptable risks to astronauts in the wake of the Columbia shuttle disaster of 2003, in which the craft exploded on re-entry, killing its crew. By this time, three of Hubble's gyroscopes were already broken or ailing and no one was sure how long the other three would last. Citizen petitions and an outcry among astronomers put pressure on NASA, and after a high-level panel of experts declared that another mission to Hubble would not be exceptionally risky, the agency reversed course, leading to the most recent servicing mission, in May 2009.

No more are planned. The remainder of the shuttle fleet that astronauts used to reach Hubble is scheduled to retire by the year's end. And in 2014, NASA plans to launch Hubble's successor, an infrared observatory called the James Webb Space Telescope, which will probe galaxies even further away and make more measurements of exoplanet atmospheres.

According to Grunsfeld, now STScl's deputy director, plans are afoot for a robotic mission to grab Hubble when it reaches the end of its useful life, nudging it into Earth's atmosphere where most of it would be incinerated. Only the mirror is sturdy enough to survive the fall into an empty patch of ocean.

But let's not get ahead of ourselves—Hubble is far from finished. The instruments installed in May 2009, including the Wide Field Camera 3, which took this image of the Butterfly nebula, 3800 light years away, have boosted its powers yet again. It might have as much as a decade of life left even without more servicing. “It really is only reaching its full stride now, after 20 years,” says Grunsfeld.

A key priority for Hubble will be to explore the origin of dark energy by probing for it at earlier times in the universe's history. Hubble scientist Malcolm Niedner of NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland, is not willing to bet on what its most important discovery will be. “More than half of the most amazing textbook-changing science to emerge from this telescope occurred in areas we couldn't even have dreamed of,” he says. “Expect the unexpected.” (1009)

【内容概要】

本文谈及美国20多年前发射的哈勃太空望远镜（Hubble Space Telescope）的制造、运行、功能、取得的重大发现、设计上的失误以及五次大修补（servicing mission）等。文章提到了天文学家Lyman Spitzer和宇航员John Grunsfeld在Hubble的研制发射及修补中作出的贡献，以及耗资15亿美元的望远镜研制中的失误挫折以及其不平凡的运行科研过程。

【词语解析】

butt n
 . 笑柄，笑料，嘲笑对象

Chevy Nova n
 . 雪佛兰Malcolm汽车

dub v
 . 给…起绰号，把…戏称为…

exoplanet n
 . 系外行星

fiasco n
 . 彻底失败，惨败

gyroscope n
 . 陀螺仪

in the wake of prep
 . 紧跟…之后

incinerate v
 . 烧成灰烬

Lear jet n
 . 利尔喷气式公务机

nebula n
 . 星云

primordial a
 . 原始的，太古的，太初的

supernova n
 . 超新星

1．Robert Zimmerman tells in his book the 1945 anecdote of Lyman Spitzer________.

（A）to commemorate his perilous and dangerous experience in his early days

（B）to show how the astronomer made and realized his dream

（C）to present an analogy to the hard experiences of the future space telescope

（D）to reveal how his dream of sending a telescope into space has materialized

2．Which of the following is NOT true about the expression “Hubble Trouble”?

（A）It was first coined by newspapers and magazines.

（B）It was used to describe the waste of $1.5 billion of public money to make the Hubble.

（C）It referred to the wrong shape of the space mirror with a mistake of 2.2 micrometers.

（D）It showed the telescope's blurred vision caused from wrong grinding.

3．According to the passage, the astronaut John Grunsfeld flew on the Hubble servicing mission________.

（A）in both 1997 and 1999

（B）only in 1993

（C）in 2009 flight

（D）in all the five flights

4．When Steven Beckwith says that it was “as if you took in your Chevy Nova ［for repairs］ and they gave you back a Lear jet” (para. 6), what he really means is________.

（A）the launch of the space observatory Hubble is a magnificent human victory

（B）the servicing missions successfully and enormously promoted Hubble's capacity

（C）the use of the money on servicing missions to Hubble is a waste of public money

（D）the discovery of distant galaxies by Hubble is most dramatic and fascinating

5．According to Hubble scientist Malcolm Niedner,________.

（A）most of the science textbooks about the universe will be rewritten

（B）the discovery of Hubble has completely changed the human view of space

（C）the significance of discoveries made by Hubble can never be overestimated

（D）the unexpected discovery of the universe by Hubble might be dreamed of

【解析】

1．答案是C。本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解。内容见第一段。文章主要介绍哈勃太空望远镜，但第一段却以介绍天文学家Lyman Spitzer的一段不寻常的经历开始。文章这样写，既是为了吸引读者，但也点了主题，即哈勃望远镜的研制和发射运行中也同样有过some perilous moments。选项C较准确地对作者的写作意图作了归纳。选项A并非是作者写作的主要目的，选项B的概括不正确，选项D的解释属不当，在逻辑推理上存在漏洞。

2．答案是B。本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解，要求具体围绕对文中引用的Hubble Trouble一语从几个角度给出理解和说明。选项A在第二段已点明，选项C和D说的是望远镜镜面设计研磨发生的误差以及在修复前对太空观测带来的影响，第二段均有明确说明。选项B提到了最初有人对哈勃望远镜研制是浪费纳税人15亿美元的嘲笑指责，但不至于包括在Hubble Trouble一语的含义中，以该排除项作为答案。

3．答案是A。本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解。文中第三、四、五段介绍了修复哈勃太空望远镜的五次servicing missions。也提到了美国宇航员John Grunsfeld在这方面作出的贡献。选项B、C和D在文中未明确提及，而选项A在第三段有明示，为答案。

4．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。Steven Beckwith说话的内容是通过比较来说明对哈勃进行修复后其观察性能的巨大提升，引用他说的话实际上是对前一句话that dramatically improved Hubble's power的举例补充说明。选项A的意思本身虽也成立，但不合本题；选项C错，选项D的内容本身也是文中提到的，但和本题提到的句子没有明确的语义和逻辑关系。选项B准确给出了解释。

5．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体见最后一段，作者引用了Hubble科学家Malcolm Niedner的相关评论。他对哈勃望远镜作出的贡献的赞誉之词毫不吝啬。选项A的意思尚未准确概括说话者的讲话重点；选项B表达的意思也有点过分，选项D的说法也未准确反映Malcolm的意思。选项C较准确地解释了Malcolm的意思。他提到的text-changing science，we couldn't even have dreamed of和expect the unexpected都体现了对哈勃望远镜的贡献的褒扬。

Passage 2


Questions 6～10


From cyborg housemaids and water-powered cars to dog translators, and rocket boots, Japanese boffins have racked up plenty of near-misses in the quest to turn science fiction into reality. Now the finest scientific minds of Japan are devoting themselves to cracking the greatest sci-fi vision of all: the space elevator. Man has so far conquered space by painfully and inefficiently blasting himself out of the atmosphere but the 21st century should bring a more leisurely ride to the final frontier.

For chemists, physicists, material scientists, astronauts and dreamers across the globe, the space elevator represents the most tantalizing of concepts: cables stronger and lighter than any fibre yet woven, tethered to the ground and disappearing beyond the atmosphere to a satellite docking station in geosynchronous orbit above Earth.

Up and down the 22,000 mile-long (36,000 km) cables—or flat ribbons—will run the elevator carriages, themselves requiring huge breakthroughs in engineering to which the biggest Japanese companies and universities have turned their collective attention.

In the carriages, the scientists behind the idea told The Times, could be any number of cargoes. A space elevator could carry people, huge solar-powered generators or even casks of radioactive waste. The point is that breaking free of Earth's gravity will no longer require so much energy—perhaps 100 times less than launching the space shuttle. “Just like traveling abroad, anyone will be able to ride the elevator into space,” Shuichi Ono, chairman of the Japan Space Elevator Association, said.

The vision has inspired scientists around the world and government organizations, including Nasa. Several competing space elevator projects are gathering pace as various groups vie to build practical carriages, tethers and the hundreds of other parts required to carry out the plan. There are prizes offered by space elevator-related scientific organizations for breakthroughs and competitions for the best and fastest design of carriage.

First envisioned by the celebrated master of science fiction, Arthur C. Clarke, in his 1979 work The Fountains of Paradise, the concept has all the best qualities of great science fiction: it is bold, it is a leap of imagination and it would change life as we know it. Unlike the warp drives in Star Trek, or H. G. Wells's The Time Machine, the idea of the space elevator does not mess with the laws of science; it just presents a series of very, very complex engineering problems.

Japan is increasingly confident that its sprawling academic and industrial base can solve those issues, and has even put the astonishingly low price tag of a trillion yen (￡5 billion) on building the elevator. Japan is renowned as a global leader in the precision engineering and high-quality material production without which the idea could never be possible.

The biggest obstacle lies in the cables. To extend the elevator to a stationary satellite from the Earth's surface would require twice that length of cable to reach a counterweight, ensuring that the cable maintains its tension. The cable must be exceptionally light, staggeringly strong and able to withstand all projectiles thrown at it inside and outside the atmosphere. The answer, according to the groups working on designs, will lie in carbon nanotubes—microscopic particles that can be formed into fibres and whose mass production is now a focus of Japan's big textile companies.

According to Yoshio Aoki, a professor of precision machinery engineering at Nihon University and a director of the Japan Space Elevator Association, the cable would need to be about four times stronger than what is currently the strongest carbon nanotube fibre, or about 180 times stronger than steel. Pioneering work on carbon nanotubes in Cambridge has produced a strength improvement of about 100 times over the past five years.

Equally, there is the issue of powering the carriages as they climb into space. “We are thinking of using the technology employed in our bullet trains,” Professor Aoki said. “Carbon nanotubes are good conductors of electricity, so we are thinking of having a second cable to provide power all along the route.” Japan is hosting an international conference in November to draw up a timetable for the machine. (0903)

【内容概要】

本文主要介绍日本科学家正在试验和建造的通向太空的space elevator。目前他们正致力于对太空电梯的研制开发，这一概念来自科幻作家Arthur C．Clarke（阿瑟·克拉克）的作品《天堂的喷泉》。太空电梯装载量大，能耗少，人类或可借此进入梦寐以求热切向往的太空。这一想法引起了广泛关注。但是该研究面临的问题也不少，比如缆索材料问题和动力问题。最大的困难在于缆索，它必须重量轻、强度大、且能经受住大气层内外各种抛射物的考验。科学家们决定研制一种新型碳纳米管作为制作缆索的材料。

【词语解析】

boffin n
 . ［英口］科学家（尤指从事研究工作者）

counterweight n
 . 平衡重，平衡锤

cyborg n
 . 电子人，半机械人

docking n
 . （航天器在轨道上的）对接

geosynchronous a
 . （人造卫星等）对地同步的，对地静止的

microscopic a
 . 极微小的

nanotube n
 . 纳米管

projectile n
 . 抛射物，投掷物，发射物

rack up v
 . 累积取得

sci-fi＝science fiction n
 . 科幻小说

staggeringly ad
 . 令人吃惊地，使人手足无措地

Star Trek 《星际旅行》（科幻小说）

tantalizing a
 . 逗人的，惹弄人的，撩人的

tether v
 . 拴，系，固定，约束；n
 . 拴绳，链

vie v
 . 竞争，相争

warp n
 . 空间翘曲

6．Cyborg housemaids, water-powered cars, dog translators and rocket boots are________.

（A）some of the illusory imaginations of Japanese scientists and technologists

（B）the inventions Japanses scientists are still making on the basis of science fiction

（C）some of the examples of inventions created in science fiction

（D）a few examples which will lead to the invention of the space elevator

7．All of the following would be the features of the cables of the future space elevator EXCEPT that they would be________.

（A）22,000 miles long

（B）exceptionally light

（C）180 times stronger than steel

（D）made of fibres currently available

8．According to the passage, the idea of the space elevator________.

（A）was first suggested by H.G. Wells in his The Time Machine

（B）was based on the warp drives from Star Trek by Arthur C. Clarke

（C）was first proposed by Arthur C. Clarks in his The Fountains of Paradise

（D）was the imagination of scientists from the Japan Space Elevator Association

9．According to the passage, how is the idea of the space elevator different from some other imaginations in science fiction?

（A）It is in agreement with the laws of science.

（B）It is less functional but more expensive.

（C）It is easier to launch than other space vehicles.

（D）It is more essential for the space elevator to break free of Earth's gravity.

10．If can be inferred from the passage that________.

（A）science fiction stimulates the development of space science

（B）science fiction usually does not follow the laws of science

（C）science fiction has greatly changed life as we know it

（D）science fiction will never equal the research of space exploration

【解析】

6．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文中第一段就举了半机械人女佣、水动力汽车、狗翻译和火箭靴等日本科学家已成功实现的科学幻想。选项A符合题意，选项B说这些是日本科学家正在进行的发明；C选项称这是科幻小说中的一些发明；选项D说这是一些引出发明太空电梯的例子，均不符合题意，应予排除。

7．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。太空电梯研发工作中最大的困难在于缆索，文中也多处强调了对缆索性质的要求，选项A介绍的缆索长度见第三段；选项B提到的太空电梯重量见第八段；选项C说明对其强度的要求，见第九段；而选项D称由目前已存在的纤维制造，这与第九段的叙述不符，作者称目前制造的缆索强度已超过钢材100倍，但距离强度超180倍的要求（比现有的最大碳纳米管纤维强度还要大4倍）尚有相当距离，由此推论，目前这种材料还不存在。

8．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容在文中第六段的开头有明确叙述。选项C符合题意，正确；其他选项不符合题意，均予排除。

9．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容在第六段：太空电梯的想法与其他几个科幻想象不同，它并不违背科学法则。选项A说其遵守科学法则，符合题意；选项B称它作用小，但价格更昂贵；选项C称它比其他太空飞行器容易发射；选项D称对太空电梯而言，摆脱地心引力更重要，均不符合题意，予以排除。

10．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和据此作出推断的能力。本文主要介绍了日本科学家正在研制的太空电梯，这一概念最初由科幻作家Arthur C．Clarke在其作品《天堂的喷泉》里想象出来，文章也例举了日本科学家把科学幻想变成现实的例子。选项A说科学幻想刺激了宇宙学的发展，这可以从文中推论出来。选项B说科学幻想通常不遵守科学法则，这一说法有失偏颇。选项C说如我们所知的，科学幻想极大地改变了生活；选项D说科学幻想永远不会与空间探索同样重要，均难以从文章本身推导出来。

Passage 3


Questions 11～15


Scientists have discovered a way of manipulating a gene that turns animals into drones incapable of becoming bored even when performing repetitive tasks. Experiments on rhesus monkeys have shown for the first time that animal behaviour can be permanently altered, turning the subjects from aggressive to “compliant” creatures. The genes are identical in humans. Although the research is intended to advance the treatment of mental illness, it will raise images of the Epsilon caste created by Aldous Huxley to carry out menial jobs in his novel, Brave New World
 . It could also do away with the need for motivational coaching and perhaps one day provide a cure for those who dread returning to work on Mondays.

The experiments-detailed in the journal Nature Neuroscience-involved blocking the effect of a gene in the brain called D2, which cut the link between the monkeys' motivation and perceived reward. Instead of speeding up with the approach of a deadline or the prospect of a “treat”, the monkeys could still work enthusiastically for long periods. “Most people are motivated to work hard and well only by the expectation of reward, whether it's a pay cheque or a word of praise,” said Barry Richmond, a neuro-biologist at America's National Institute of Mental Health, who led the project. “We could remove that link and create a situation where repetitive hard work would continue without any reward.”

The experiments involved getting monkeys to operate levers in response to colour changes on screens in front of them. Normally they work hardest and fastest with the fewest mistakes if they think a reward for the “work” is imminent. But Richmond's team found they could make the monkeys work their hardest and fastest all the time, without any complaint or sign of slacking, just by manipulating D2 so that they forgot about expectation of reward. “We make decisions all the time based on how valuable we think a reward is and how much time we think it is going to take to get it,” said Richmond. “In depression, people think no reward is worthwhile and all work is too burdensome. In obsessive compulsive disorder, people work and are never satisfied by what they have done. If we can find the disturbance in the brain circuitry related to emotions and reward, we might be able to relieve the symptoms.”

He said the technicalities of permanently altering human behaviour by gene manipulation are currently too complex and humans who underwent this treatment to become live manifestations of Huxley's Epsilons would not function well. “They would be indiscriminate and not be able to appreciate that their efforts were wasted if there was a problem further along a production line,” Richmond said. “It would be more to the point for us to motivate people using normal motivating factors.” However, he and other scientists acknowledge that methods of manipulating human physical and psychological traits are just around the corner and the technology will emerge first as a lucrative add-on available from IVF clinics. “There's no doubt we will be able to influence behaviour,” said Julian Savulescu, a professor of ethics at Oxford University. He said: “Genetically manipulating people to become slaves is not in their interests, but other changes might be. We have to make choices about what makes a good life for an individual.”

Richmond's findings were discussed at a Royal Society meeting organised by Bob Edwards, the scientist whose work led to the creation of Louise Brown, the world's first test tube baby. In a presentation entitled Designing Babies: What the Future Holds, Yuri Verlinsky, a scientist from the University of Chicago who is at the forefront of embryo manipulation, said: “As infertility customers are investing so much time, money and effort into having a baby, shouldn't they have a healthy one and what is to stop them picking a baby for its physical and psychological traits?” The advent of the technology is considered so serious in America that a meeting to discuss setting up a legal framework for “germline” genetic manipulation is being held in Washington D.C. in December. (0503)

【内容概要】

本文介绍科学家在基因控制研究方面的一项成果。实验显示，在对恒河猴的一个基因进行控制后，通过割断动机和希望获得的奖励之间的联系，可以使其不知疲倦地从事某一重复劳动。这一研究的目的是治疗人的心理疾病。根据专家看法，通过操纵基因改变人的行为在技术上要复杂得多，目前可行的做法还是通过使用调动一般的动机因素，但是改变人的身体和心理特征的技术在不远的将来会成熟，但目的是提高改善一个人的生活，而不是把人变成一个埋头苦干的奴隶。这一技术的开发显然和人类的基本社会伦理密切相关，因此引起专家和社会的密切关注。

【词语解析】

Aldous Huxley （1894—1963）美籍英国作家，T．H．Huxley之孙

circuitry n
 . 电路，电路系统

drone n
 . 雄蜂

Epsilon caste n
 . 智力低下的人种

germline n
 . 萌芽阶段

infertility n
 . 不受孕，不生育

IVF＝in vitro fertilization n
 . 试管受孕

menial a
 . 枯燥的，琐碎的

rhesus n
 . 恒河猴

11．It can be concluded from the passage that the Epsilon caste created by Aldous Huxley in his novel Brave New World are________.

（A）a kind of slave class who are humble and obedient

（B）a group of mental patients receiving medical treatment

（C）the working people who are involved in manufacturing

（D）hero and heroine in the adventures in the Brave New World


12．The original purpose of the research introduced in the passage was________.

（A）to find ways to treat people with mental problems

（B）to make monkeys work their hardest and fastest

（C）to do away with the need for motivational coaching

（D）to promote the productivity of manufacturing industry

13．Which of the following CANNOT be true about the gene D2 according to the passage?

（A）They are identical both in humans and monkeys.

（B）They serve as the link between motivation and reward perceived.

（C）The manipulation of the gene can permanently change behavior.

（D）The removal of the gene can make people more intelligent.

14．According to neuro-biologist Barry Richmond, the methods of manipulating human physical and psychological traits________.

（A）are against human ethical values

（B）will be developed in the near future

（C）are based on normal motivating factors

（D）are too complex to function well

15．It can be concluded from the passage that the scientist Yuri Verlinsky________ the technology of gene manipulation.

（A）is a strong opponent of

（B）is a determined supporter of

（C）is more concerned with the legal framework of

（D）is indifferent to the ethical side of

【解析】

11．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第一段。作者提及英国作家Aldous Huxley的科幻小说Brave New World
 及小说中的人物。根据上下文推断，选项A的意思可作为答案，选项B的意思在文中没有提及，C的解释不确切，选项D的概括在文中也没有体现，均予排除。

12．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第一段。选项B和文中提到的实验对象相关，但非正式目的，C和D均不是该研究项目的目标，予以排除。第一段提到to advance the treatment of mental illness，选项A表达此意思，为答案。

13．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第一至三段。选项A、B和C分别和文中所述现象重合，予以排除。选项D内容文内并未提及，符合题意，为答案。

14．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第四段。选项A神经生物学家Barry Richmond并未提及，选项C和D与文章介绍的内容或有别或为错，均予排除。第四段说到Richmond等科学家认为操控人的身体和心理特征的方法已“just around the corner”，选项B应为答案。

15．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见最后一段。选项A和文章介绍的情形相反，选项C和D的内容文章并未提及，选项B和末段介绍的该科学家is at the forefront of embryo manipulation基本一致，为答案。

Passage 4


Questions 16～20


During the summer of 2001, Mitsubishi's American dealerships were suddenly flooded with puzzling requests for the Lancer Evolution. Mitsubishi had never marketed this flashy compact sports car with a 271-horsepower engine in America. Where was all the interest coming from? The answer is exciting advertisers the world over: videogames. Sony PlayStation 2 had featured the Lancer Evolution in a new version of Gran Turismo, a top-selling racing-car game released that July. The result was a cultlike following for the car. “We were spammed by gamers,” recalls Ian Beavis, senior vice president of marketing at Mitsubishi North America. Two years later the Lancer Evolution was released in America, and has been a big success. “It's a true testament to the power of that medium.”

Threatened by declining TV ratings in some countries, advertisers have been looking for new ways to capture the wandering eye of the consumer, from producing short ads-cum-movies to increasingly aggressive product placement on popular shows. But the newest trend goes beyond trying to divert eyes to a strategically placed cereal box for a few brief seconds: instead companies are looking to place the customer inside an advertising game, or “advergame,” almost indefinitely. “You are now in the world the advertiser has created for you,” says advergame designer Dan Fergeson.

Several corporate giants have recently launched advergames. One from Nokia uses a snow-sledding game to promote text messaging. After each race your results are messaged to a phone that pops up on screen. Special, speedier sleds can be unlocked only by texting yourself a secret password. A new game from Lipton features an office worker winding through cubicles gobbling up Cup-a-Soups to “Beat the 3PM Slump.” Kraft Foods draws more than 3 million visitors a month to its Web site of 80 different downloadable games—like mini-golf, bowling and puzzles—incorporating its brands. “Every ad today is a victim of multitasking,” says Michael Wood, director of Cocojambo, a London-based branding-entertainment agency. “Gaming draws the most engaged, concentrated audience.”

The advantages for advertisers are clear: games are now available on virtually any digital platform, from TVs to PCs and mobile phones. Contrary to common belief, the booming global-gaming market is not dominated by teenage males, which gives it a potentially broad reach as an advertising medium. More than 50 percent of the players are 35 or older, and while males still dominate, females are increasingly active, particularly online. Unlike a television ad or billboard, advergames, which are so far available only through Web sites, offer traceable results, including the number of visits to any site and for exactly how long. After the initial cost of production (anywhere from $30,000 to $500,000), advergames can run virtually free for years. In a recent U.S. Association of National Advertisers survey, 45％ of companies anticipate relocating ad dollars from TV to other media during the next year. 9％ said they had advertised via videogames in the past year, and 13 ％ planned to in the future.

The U.S. Army spends $2.5 million a year on its recruiting advergame, America's Army. At least 3.7 million people have logged on to track down terrorists or rescue POWs in realistic simulations, and the Army says the game helped it reach recruitment targets last year, despite the difficult political climate. “People can zero in on specific interests, like parachuting or being a medic,” says Col. Casey Wardynski, project director of America's Army. “What emerges is a level of confidence about the challenges they may encounter. That's a whole lot more than a 30-second spot that says, ‘Hey, think about the Army.’” The momentum is building. Last month the first videogame advertising agency, Massive, was launched. Already, America's Army players can tune the in-game radio to any station they wish. And with bandwidth getting cheaper and cheaper, says Colonel Wardynski, “soon, anything you can do in real life, you'll be able to do in these games.” It used to be that catchy ads stuck in one's head. Now one's head is liable to get stuck in the ads. (0503)

【内容概要】

本文的主题是高科技和广告相结合的互动游戏节目的推广和影响。三菱公司推出新式汽车推销视频游戏后（videogame），迅速获得巨大成功，引起广告商的热烈关注和跟踪，其他各大公司也纷纷仿效。其主要优势在于数码平台，在电视、个人电脑和移动手机上都可应用，由此而迅速成为一种广告媒介。除先期制作费用外，后期运营费用相当低廉。文章的末段介绍，甚至连美国的军方都制作推出了类似的互动游戏以用于征兵宣传活动。

【词语解析】

ads-cum-movie n
 . 夹带广告的电影

advergame n
 . 广告游戏

cultlike a
 . 类似于崇拜的

gobble up v
 . 吞没

liable a
 . 负有责任的

zero in on v
 . 向…集中火力/注意力

16．The author used the Lancer Evolution as an example to show________.

（A）the marketing strategy adopted by Mitsubishi

（B）the power of the new advertising means of videogames

（C）the process of developing compact sports cars

（D）the changing functions of the mass media over the years

17．When advergame designer Dan Fergeson says “You are now in the world the advertiser has created for you,” he implies that________.

（A）the advertising industry is entering a brand new age

（B）the new means of advertising is more persuasive

（C）the advertisement is undergoing great changes

（D）customers are no longer passive receptors of traditional ads

18．When project director of America's Army Col. Casey Wardynski quotes “Hey, think about the Army.” (para. 5), he most probably believes that________.

（A）the original 30-second recruiting ads is simple and direct

（B）the progress in recruiting technique is inevitable and necessary

（C）the old recruiting ads cannot be compared with America's Army's persuasiveness

（D）both of the recruiting ads help establish a high level of confidence in youth

19．Which of the following CANNOT be concluded from the ending sentences of the passage “It used to be that catchy ads stuck in one's head. Now one's head is liable to get stuck in the ads.”?

（A）Differences between new advergames and traditional ads are great enough.

（B）Traditional ads mainly use visual means to persuade people.

（C）New advertising means make customer actively involved in the ads.

（D）Traditional ads will be replaced by advergames in the near future.

20．Which of the following best summarises the main idea of the passage?

（A）The advantages of the advergame have been spotted by many corporate giants.

（B）The latest marketing trend makes the consumer a player inside the commercial.

（C）Videogame advertising will become a major industry in the following years.

（D）The recruiting advergame helped the U.S. Army reach recruitment targets last year.

【解析】

16．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段。作者一开始即介绍三菱公司对Lancer Evolution需求大增感到吃惊，旋即点明videogames广告宣传的巨大作用，选项B为答案。选项A和C均错，选项D的概括过于宽泛，而且也不准确，均予排除。

17．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，内容主要见第二段。作者在介绍新的advergame后即引用Dan Fergeson的这一评论，选项B点出了他的话的本义，是为答案。选项A的说明过于“空洞”，C同样如此，D的解释则过于狭窄了些，均予排除。

18．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见最后一段。该段主要介绍美国军队推出的征兵网络游戏America's Army及其巨大影响作用。作为该游戏项目的主任，Col．Casey Wardynski对此当然持积极肯定的意见。C应为答案。选项A的说明过于狭窄，B的说明在逻辑推断上有欠缺，D的概括不当，均予排除。

19．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见最后一段。作者用该句话对今天的网络游戏宣传手法和传统的广告宣传的功能作用作了对比说明。选项A、B和C从不同方面对传统广告和今天的advergames作了对比说明，应予排除。选项D虽是一可能的推论，但和该句评论并没有正面明确的逻辑关系，符合题意，为答案。

20．答案是B。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳。选项B的总结较为贴切到位，为答案。选项A内容文章虽有介绍，但作为主题显然不当，C的说明可能是一个符合常理的推论，但文章显然并未以此为重点，D的总结也只是文章内容的一个方面，应予排除。

Passage 5


Questions 21～25


When Timothy Spahr finally knocked off work on Jan. 13, after more than 10 hours on the job, he figured he was at last done for the night. Spahr's task as an astronomer at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, in Cambridge, Mass., is to collect reports of asteroids that might one day pass near Earth. On that Tuesday, he had been processing observations from an automated telescope in New Mexico when he noticed a pinpoint of light that might fit the profile. He calculated the object's orbit and, as usual, posted the information on the Minor Planet Center website for other astronomers to see. Then he went off to dinner with a friend.

What happened next guaranteed that Spahr's workday wasn't nearly over. It also triggered a debate among astronomers about how quickly the public should be informed about dangers from space—and how sure scientists need to be before issuing such warnings. Several times in the past, sky watchers have announced that a rogue asteroid might threaten Earth—triggering the usual banner headlines—only to retract the warning a few days later. But while saying “never mind” is embarrassing, it would be much worse to keep a real danger quiet. And that's why Spahr's drawn-out workday was a prime topic of discussion at the Planetary Defense conference organized by the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics and held last week in Garden Grove, Calif.

While Spahr dined, a German amateur astronomer visited the Minor Planet website, noted the new object, called 2004 AS1, and noticed further that its brightness was expected to increase an almost unbelievable 4,000％ in the next day or so—an indication that it was approaching with blistering speed. Then he plotted the orbit Spahr had calculated and realized that the chunk of rock, estimated at the time to be about 100 ft. across, was on a direct collision course with Earth—specifically, somewhere in the northern hemisphere—and only days away. At that size, it would probably explode in the atmosphere a few miles up with the force of a one-megaton H-bomb, enough to wreak havoc on anything directly below.

When the German amateur posted an alert on an asteroid watchers e-mail list, astronomers around the world went into high gear. “By the time I got home at around midnight,” says Spahr, “there were five messages waiting on my answering machine.” Over the next several hours, he and others raced to try to figure out whether Earth truly was in danger. “All of us were initially very skeptical,” says Clark Chapman, an astronomer at the Southwest Research Institute in Boulder, Colo. “We thought it was a mistake or bad data or someone playing a trick.”

But when Steve Chesley, at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, checked Spahr's calculations, he came up with a 1-in-4 probability of a strike. “It was a responsible analysis,” says Chapman. “It wasn't mistaken in any obvious way.” There was one hitch: the asteroid's projected trajectory was based on only four observations over a one-hour period, hardly enough to be definitive. It would take another look to nail down its path.

Usually a threatening asteroid is spotted years in advance. This time, with just days to spare, astronomers had to get their second look right away. So Chesley did some more calculations to find what's called the keyhole—the tiny region of sky where 2004 AS1 should be if the orbit was correct—and put those coordinates out on the Internet. “It clearly wasn't time to make an announcement,” says Chapman, who denies a BBC report that he was on the verge of telephoning the White House that night. “But if we still didn't know the next morning, I think we would have been obliged to alert people.”

Fortunately, the wait was not long. At around 3:30 E.T. that morning, Brian Warner, an amateur astronomer from Colorado Springs, Colo., aimed a telescope at the keyhole and found it was empty. 2004 AS1 wasn't going to hit Earth after all, and probably never will—luckily, since it turns out to be more like 1,600 ft. across. Next time, Spahr won't be depending on a sharp-eyed amateur. “Within two days after the incident,” he says, “we had software to check for future impacts automatically.” (0409)

【内容概要】

本文为对宇宙中小行星运行轨迹及撞击地球的可能性的研究及报道。文章通过对天文学家Timothy Spahr对编号为2004 AS1的小行星的追踪观测、分析预测以及人们就是否应向、或何时向公众发出警报的争论作了介绍。文章在介绍Spahr的工作的同时，也介绍了业余天文爱好者对该小行星的观测、分析预测，并通过电子邮件发出该小行星可能撞击地球的警报。后经Spahr与其同事反复测算，并经NASA研究人员检验复核，认为该小行星不会撞击地球，因而未向白宫发出有关报告。最终该小行星远离地球而去。天文学家则进一步作出总结，提高计算预测的准确性。

【词语解析】

astrophysics n
 . 天体物理学

go into high gear 进入（准备、戒备、就绪）状态

hitch n
 . 障碍

nail down 明确说出，确定

one-megaton n
 . 一百万吨级

projected trajectory 发射的弹道，轨道

rogue a
 . 不循常例的，不守常规的

wreak havoc 肆虐，造成巨大破坏

21．Which of the following cannot be concluded from the statement “What happened next guaranteed that Spahr's workday wasn't nearly over.”? (para. 2)

（A）He continued work after dinner with a friend.

（B）He sent more information on the Minor Planet Center website.

（C）His approach caused much attention and confusion.

（D）His approach led to heated debate and discussion.

22．“Spahr's drawn-out workday was a prime topic of discussion at the Planetary Defense conference” (para. 2) because________.

（A）it is concerned with the protection of Earth from asteroids

（B）it leads to an important discovery in astronautics

（C）it is related to professional ethics of astronomers in issuing warnings

（D）it caused panic and confusion among the general public

23．It can be found from the introduction of the German amateur astronomer that________.

（A）his prediction of the asteroid's collision with Earth was out of imagination

（B）his calculation of the speed and direction of the asteroid was correct

（C）amateurs are amateurs, and their prediction is often nonsensical

（D）warnings of dangers from space should be cautious and careful

24．When NASA's Steve Chesleys reached the 1-in-4 probability of a strike from the asteroid, he________.

（A）supposed that the German amateur astronomer was playing a trick

（B）disagreed with the practice of giving such warnings so casually

（C）implied that the movement of the asteroid should be closely watched

（D）strongly proposed that action must be taken to defend Earth

25．Which of the following conveys the major message from the last two paragraphs?

（A）Amateurs and professional astronomers coordinate closely in their effort.

（B）The scientists reported to the White House about their discovery.

（C）The hasty prediction of the threatening asteroid came off eventually.

（D）It turned out that the 2004 AS1 did not hit Earth as predicted by amateurs.

【解析】

21．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第二段。采用排除法。选项A、C和D的内容在该段及后面的段落中均有提及，选项B内容与所述事实不符，符合题意，为答案。

22．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第二段末。选项A、B和D均和文中所述信息不符，选项C较好地概述了本文所涉及事件的主题意思，应为答案。

23．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第三、四两段。作者介绍了一位德国业余天文爱好者对2004 AS1的小行星的运行轨迹的计算、预测及发出的警报。选项A和B的说法和文章介绍的有别，选项C的结论也与作者的看法不同，均予排除。选项D的概括较为客观，为答案。

24．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第五段。Steve Chesley在Spahr的计算基础上，认为该小行星撞击地球的概率为“1-in-4”，从一般常识判断，这是一个不低的概率，选项C是对以此概率为基础作出的符合逻辑的推论。选项A、B和D的推论或不当或有偏离。

25．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见最后两段。选项A并非这两段传递的主要意思，B和C所述与事实不符，均予排除。选项D的概括较为全面，为答案。

Passage 6


Questions 26～30


Twenty years ago there was panic in Cupertino, Calif. Only a week remained before the team of whiz kids designing Apple's radical new computer had to turn in the final code. The giant factory was ready. The soon-to-be-famous Super Bowl commercial was ready. But the computer wasn't.

As recounted by software wizard Andy Hertzfeld on a new cyberdigital history site (folklore.org), the already overworked Mac team trudged back to the cubicles for seven days of debugging hell, fueled by espresso chocolate beans and a dream. And on Jan. 24, 1984, their leader, Apple cofounder Steve Jobs, recited a verse from “The Times They Are A-Changin,” then formally unveiled the Macintosh, a boxy little guy with a winning smile icon on its nine-inch monochrome screen. The Mac-oids fully expected to make computer history, and they did. What surprises them now is that their creation is still around two decades later.

Only nine years after the first personal computer (a build-it-yourself box whose only input was a set of switches), Apple's team had delivered an experience that would persist into the next century. This was the graphical user interface (GUI), a mind-blowing contrast to the pre-1984 standard of glowing green characters and arcane commands. Though Apple didn't come up with the idea of windows on a screen and a mouse to let people naturally manipulate information, the Macintosh refined and popularized those concepts. Lots of people criticized—and some made fun of—those advances at the time. But even Apple's rivals became convinced that the GUI was groovy. Now, no matter what computer you use, you're using, essentially, a Mac.

The original Mac was costly, underpowered and had no cursor keys. Early sales disappointed Apple, and the then CEO John Sculley fired Jobs in 1985. Eventually, Mac became equipped with more memory and storage, and people began to discover the machine's ability to become a tool for the new pursuit of desktop publishing. The machine began to take off. But the business world never warmed to Macintosh, and by the mid-90's tech pundits were crafting Apple obituaries. In 1997 prodigal cofounder Jobs returned and restored Apple's luster with innovations like the eye-popping iMac.

“I think Apple's now doing the best work it's ever done,” says Jobs. “But all of us on the Mac team consider it the high point of our professional careers. I only wish we knew a fraction of what we know now.” Even now for its 25 million users, the Macintosh is a source of passion. (Journalists know that a disparaging word about an iMac or a PowerBook will unleash a hundred flames from rabid Apple-heads.) Steve Jobs thinks he knows why. “In the modern world there aren't a lot of products where the people who make them love them. How many products are made that way these days?”

If that's so, then why is the Mac market share, even after Apple's recent revival, sputtering at a measly 5 percent? Jobs has a theory about that, too. Once a company devises a great product, he says, it has a monopoly in that realm, and concentrates less on innovation than protecting its turf. “The Mac-user interface was a 10-year monopoly,” says Jobs. “Who ended up running the company? Sales guys. At the critical juncture in the late '80s, when they should have gone for market share, they went for profits. They made obscene profits for several years. And their products became mediocre. And then their monopoly ended with Windows 95. They behaved like a monopoly, and it came back to bite them, which always happens.”

A wicked smile cracks the bearded, crinkly Steve Jobs's visage, and for a moment he could be the playful upstart who shocked the world 20 years ago. “Hmm, look who's running Microsoft now,” he says, referring to former Procter ＆ Gamble marketer Steve Ballmer. “A sales guy！” The smile gets broader. “I wonder…” he says. (0409)

【内容概要】

本文介绍美国苹果公司推出的电脑Macintosh研制开发的曲折过程，以及该公司的合作创始人之一Steve Jobs几经沉浮的不平凡经历。文章指出Mac电脑在功能和设计上曾经领先，但在市场销售和市场占有率方面却落后了，并借Jobs的话说明造成这一现象的原因之一在于公司的管理层面上销售部门拥有更多的发言权，他们为追求利润而忽略了技术上的创新开发和市场占有率的开拓。

【词语解析】

crinkly a
 . 卷曲的，多皱纹的

cursor n
 . ［计算机的］光标

cyberdigital a
 . 网络数码的

debug v
 . 排除故障/错误

espresso n
 . 浓咖啡

graphical user interface 图形用户接口/界面

groovy a
 . 绝妙的，流行的，最佳状态的

measly a
 . 微小的，价值很小的

mediocre a
 . 平庸的，不够好的

monochrome n
 . 单色

obituary n
 . 讣告

prodigal a
 . 慷慨的

rabid a
 . 狂暴的，过激的

sputter v
 . 慌乱地说，语无伦次地说

tech pundit n
 . 技术权威/专家

upstart n
 . 暴发户，新贵

visage n
 . 脸，面容

whiz n
 . 专家，奇才，whiz kids神童，神奇小子

26．The sentence “their creation is still around two decades later.” (para. 2) can be paraphrased as which of the following?

（A）Their creation is still being widely used 20 years later.

（B）They have been fascinated by their own creation for 20 years.

（C）Mac models being used today are based on their creation 20 years ago.

（D）Their creation has surpassed other models over the past 20 years.

27．In the sentence “that the GUI was groovy” (para. 3), the word “groovy” can be interpreted as________.

（A）fashionably modern

（B）practical and inexpensive

（C）most sophisticated

（D）odd and strange looking

28．When Steve Jobs thinks “he knows why” (para. 5), he implies that________.

（A）people do not love the product they make today

（B）Apple people have special passion for what they make

（C）some products are liked by those who make them

（D）Apple people either love iMac or PowerBook

29．According to Jobs, the main reason the Mac market share did not go up much was that________.

（A）sales people were only concerned about profits

（B）the monopoly of Mac lasted too long

（C）any monopoly would end sooner or later

（D）market share and company profit were treated equally

30．The purpose of the passage is to tell________.

（A）how the Macintosh was unveiled twenty years ago by the team of whiz kids

（B）Apple's popularizing the idea of windows on a screen and a mouse

（C）Macintosh's contribution to the development of computers over the past two decades

（D）the ups and downs in the development of Macintosh over the past two decades

【解析】

26．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，相关信息见第二段。文章介绍Mac电脑在功能和设计方面长期处于领先地位这一事实，选项C的概括较为全面，选项A的概述不全面，B并不是对该句的准确解释，D的表述也与该句的意思有较大距离，均予排除。

27．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力，相关信息见第三段。该句上下文从字面和逻辑关系判断，均是对Mac电脑的graphical user interface的称赞和肯定，后句进一步指出，即便在今天，人们使用的电脑无论何种品牌型号，基本采用的都是Mac，即GUI，选项A的解释基本到位，为答案；选项B概括不准确，C的内容文中并未明确点及，D的解释有负面意思且不到位，均予排除。

28．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，相关信息见第五段。该句后所引的Steve Jobs的话及整段内容均指向选项B所概括的意思。选项A意思错误，C的说法仅在字面上与文中内容相近，选项D的表述意思和角度都偏了，应予排除。

29．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第六段。选项B逻辑与意思均有误，C的解释在文中没有体现，D的意思文章并未提及。选项A与Jobs话语中的批评含义基本一致，为答案。

30．答案是C。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。主题意思贯穿全文，迅速通读（尤其是第二、三段）后，应能做出归纳。选项A和B为文章叙述介绍的部分内容，但不是主要目的，D是一较为笼统的概括，均予排除。选项C的总结切中要点，为答案。

Passage 7


Questions 31～35


“Two centuries ago, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark left St. Louis to explore the new lands acquired in the Louisiana Purchase,” George W. Bush said, announcing his desire for a program to send men and women to Mars. “They made that journey in the spirit of discovery…America has ventured forth into space for the same reasons.”

Yet there are vital differences between Lewis and Clark's expedition and a Mars mission. First, Lewis and Clark were headed to a place amenable to life; hundreds of thousands of people were already living there. Second, Lewis and Clark were certain to discover places and things of immediate value to the new nation. Third, the Lewis and Clark venture cost next to nothing by today's standards. In 1989 NASA estimated that a people-to-Mars program would cost $400 billion, which inflates to $600 billion today. The Hoover Dam cost $700 million in today's money, meaning that sending people to Mars might cost as much as building about 800 new Hoover dams. A Mars mission may be the single most expensive non-wartime undertaking in U.S. history.

The thought of travel to Mars is exhilarating. Surely men and women will someday walk upon that planet, and surely they will make wondrous discoveries about geology and the history of the solar system, perhaps even about the very origin of life. Many times I have stared up at Mars in the evening sky—in the mountains, away from cities, you can almost see the red tint—and wondered what is there, or was there.

But the fact that a destination is tantalizing does not mean the journey makes sense, even considering the human calling to explore. And Mars as a destination for people makes absolutely no sense with current technology.

Present systems for getting from Earth's surface to low-Earth orbit are so fantastically expensive that merely launching the 1,000 tons or so of spacecraft and equipment a Mars mission would require could be accomplished only by cutting health-care benefits, education spending or other important programs—or by raising taxes. Absent some remarkable discovery, astronauts, geologists and biologists once on Mars could do little more than analyze rocks and feel awestruck beholding the sky of another world. Yet rocks can be analyzed by automated probes without risk to human life, and at a tiny fraction of the cost of sending people.

It is interesting to note that when President Bush unveiled his proposal, he listed these recent major achievements of space exploration: pictures of the rings of Saturn and the outer planets, evidence of water on Mars and the moons of Jupiter, discovery of more than 100 planets outside our solar system and study of the soil of Mars. All these accomplishments came from automated probes or automated space telescopes. Bush's proposal, which calls for “reprogramming” some of NASA's present budget into the Mars effort, might actually lead to a reduction in such unmanned science—the one aspect of space exploration that's working really well.

Rather than spend hundreds of billions of dollars to hurl tons toward Mars using current technology, why not take a decade—or two decades, or however much time is required—researching new launch systems and advanced propulsion? If new launch systems could put weight into orbit affordably, and if advanced propulsion could speed up that long, slow transit to Mars, then the dreams of stepping onto the Red Planet might become reality. Mars will still be there when the technology is ready.

The drive to explore is part of what makes us human, and exploration of the past has led to unexpected glories. Dreams must be tempered by realism, however. For the moment, going to Mars is hopelessly unrealistic. (0409)

【内容概要】

本文作者对美国政府同意支持的载人火星探索的航天计划提出自己的不同观点。时任美国总统布什宣布支持火星探索计划，并把这一举措与当年美国人开发西部的行动相比。作者认为这一比较不合理、不科学、没有现实意义。开发西部是为了生存需要，其代价用今天的标准衡量几乎微不足道，而且西部事实上当时已有几十万人居住。载人飞往火星之旅虽极具吸引力，但以今天的技术代价极为高昂，而探索的成果及现实意义尚难预料，反倒会削弱unmanned science（作者认为迄今为止，大部分的太空探索可通过这一方式进行，且成果斐然）的研究。载人的火星探索完全可等到宇航技术更完善、条件更成熟以后再开始。

【词语解析】

amenable a
 . 易接受指导（影响）的，顺从的

exhilarate v
 . 使兴高采烈，使感到激动

Red Planet n
 . ［口］火星

tantalizing a
 . 挑逗性的，逗引性的

tint n
 . 色调

31．According to the author, George Bush's comparison of Lewis and Clark's expedition and a Mars mission________.

（A）shows that both are of the same and immediate value

（B）encourages the American people to venture into space

（C）displays the same spirit of discovery in space exploration

（D）lacks sound and solid basis in his reasoning

32．The author tells us that human travel to Mars________.

（A）would be probably realized in the near future

（B）should not be treated as the first priority today

（C）will not bring any benefits to human community

（D）is not feasible in light of today's technology

33．According to the author, once on Mars, astronauts, geologists and biologists________.

（A）could not make any remarkable discovery

（B）could only analyze the rocks there in detail

（C）could not find the mysteries of life in solar system

（D）could well understand the operation of the whole solar system

34．Bush listed major achievements of space exploration to support his proposal. The author introduced this in order to show that________.

（A）unmanned science will be much affected by manned space travel

（B）the reprogramming of NASA's budget into Mars effort is affordable

（C）accomplishments will be made by automated probes

（D）space exploration is and will always be America's first priority

35．Which of the following supports the statement “For the moment, going to Mars is hopelessly unrealistic.”?

（A）Health care of the population should be the first priority.

（B）Technological barriers for humans to go to Mars will be insurmountable.

（C）The expenditures to go to Mars will be too enormous.

（D）Dreams are only dreams which can never be turned into reality.

【解析】

31．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一、二两段。选项A、B和C的意思在文中虽有显示，但并非作者的意图，而是布什话中传递的内容，应予排除。选项D对作者的批评意见是一个概括，为答案。

32．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第三、四两段。选项A与作者表达的想法不一致，C并不是作者作出的断言，D和作者的意见相近，但作者主要担心的是代价太高，会影响美国的国计民生。选项B反映了作者的一个基本观点，为答案。

33．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第五段。作者的判断是，今天如人类登上火星，能做的主要是对那里的岩石进行研究，而这通过无人太空航行也能做到。选项A、C或D有的作者并未提及，有的并不是作者的意见，均应予排除。选项B准确反映了作者的看法。

34．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第五段。选项B、C和D或不是作者要表达的意思或与其意图相异，均予排除。选项A反映了作者思考和担心的主要方面，即无人太空探险将因此而受到削弱，而恰恰在这方面人类取得了显著的成就。

35．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见最后两段。选项A不是作者给出的重点理由，选项B的说法在文中未有体现，选项D的意思也和文中的表达有很大区别，均应予排除。选项C反映了作者担心的主要方面，为答案。

Passage 8


Questions 36～40


Ever since its discovery, Pluto has never really fitted in. After the pale and glowing giant Neptune, it is little more than a cosmic dust mite, swept through the farthest reaches of the solar system on a plane wildly tilted relative to the rest of the planets. It is smaller than Neptune's largest moon, and the arc of its orbit is so oval that it occasionally crosses its massive blue neighbor's path.

For years, it has been seen as our solar system's oddest planet. Yesterday, however, scientists released perhaps the most convincing evidence yet that Pluto, in fact, is not a planet at all. For the first time, astronomers have peered into a belt of rocks beyond Pluto—unknown until 10 years ago—and found a world that rivals Pluto in size. The scientists posit that larger rocks must be out there, perhaps even larger than Pluto, meaning Pluto is more likely the king of this distant realm of space detritus than the tiniest of the nine planets.

When discovered in 1930, “Pluto at that point was the only thing ［that far］ out there, so there was nothing else to call it but a planet,” says Mike Brown, an astronomer at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena.“Now it just doesn't fit.”In one sense, the question of Pluto's planetary status is arcane, the province of pocket-protected scientists and sun-deprived pen pushers determined to decide some official designation for a ball of dust and ice 3 billion miles away.

Yet it is also unquestionably something more. From science fair dioramas to government funding, planets hold a special place in the public imagination, and how Pluto is eventually seen—by kids and Congress alike—could shape what future generations learn about this mysterious outpost on the edge of the solar system. The debate has split the astronomical community for decades. Even before the distant band of rocks known as the Kuiper Belt was found, Pluto's unusual behavior made it suspicious.

Elsewhere, the solar system fit into near families: the rocky inner planets, the asteroid belt, the huge and gaseous outer planets. Pluto, though, was peculiar. With the discovery of the Kuiper Belt—countless bits of rock and ice left unused when the wheel of the solar system first formed—Pluto suddenly seemed to have cousins. Yet until yesterday, it held to its planetary distinction because it was far larger than anything located there.

The rub now is Quaoar (pronounced KWAH-oar), 1 billion miles beyond Pluto and roughly half as large. Named after the creation force of the tribe that originally inhabited the Los Angeles basin, Quaoar forecasts problems for the erstwhile ninth planet, says discoverer Dr. Brown: “The case is going to get a lot harder to defend the day somebody finds something larger than Pluto,”

To some, the problem is not with Pluto, but the definition of “planet”. In short, there is none. To the Greeks, who coined the term, it meant“wanderer”, describing the way that the planets moved across the night sky differently from the stars behind them. Today, with our more nuanced understanding of the universe, the word no longer has much scientific meaning.

New York's Hayden Planetarium caused a commotion two years ago by supposedly demoting Pluto, lumping it with the Kuiper Belt objects in its huge mobile of the solar system. In reality, however, the planetarium was making a much broader statement, says Nell Degrasse Tyson, an astrophysicist there. The textbooks of the future should focus more on families of like objects than “planets”. The discovery of Quaoar strengthens this idea: “Everyone needs to rethink the structure of our solar system,” he says. “We've just stopped counting planets.”

Still, many are loath to part with the planet Pluto. They note that Pluto, in fact, is distinct from many Kuiper Belt objects. It has a thin atmosphere, for one. It reflects a great deal of light, while most Kuiper Belt objects are very dark. And unlike all but a handful of known Kuiper Belt objects, it has a moon. “Maybe Pluto, then, should be representative of a new class of planets,” says Mark Sykes, an astronomer at the University of Arizona in Tucson. “It's the first example, and we are just beginning to find this category.” (0303)

【内容概要】

本文涉及太阳系中距离最远的冥王星（Pluto）的行星地位（planetary status）问题，主题和部分词汇稍偏，但仍在一般读者可接受的范围内。文章介绍自冥王星发现以来的70多年里，天文学界对该星的认识一直存在分歧，自10多年前距该星10亿英里处发现一条陨石带以来，人们的怀疑更是大大增强。当然，相关发现也引起了人们更深的思考，包括行星的概念和定义以及对太阳系的结构的重新认识。对Pluto的重新认识和思考仍在继续，并引导人类不断加深对我们生存于其中的宇宙的认识。

【词语解析】

arcane a
 . 神秘的，秘密的，难解的

commotion n
 . 混乱，骚动，喧闹

demote v
 . （使）降级，降职

detritus n
 . 岩屑，屑粒

erstwhile a
 . 从前的，过去的

Hayden Planetarium n
 . 海登天文馆

Kuiper Belt 柯伊伯带，天文学家把超出冥王星的区域称为“柯伊伯带”

mite n
 . 微小的东西，一点点

Neptune n
 . 海王星

nuanced a
 . 具有细微差别的

pocket-protected a
 . 护住口袋的

rub n
 . 困难，麻烦的缘由

tilt v
 . （使）倾斜

36．Which of the following is true according to the passage?

（A）Rocks larger than Pluto have been found in the Kuiper Belt.

（B）The Kuiper Belt did not exist when Pluto was first discovered.

（C）The astronomers are divided with regard to the status of Pluto.

（D）There is almost no difference between Pluto and other Kuiper Belt objects.

37．From when was Pluto seriously questioned about its planetary status?

（A）As early as 1930.

（B）More than a decade ago.

（C）When the Kuiper Belt was discovered.

（D）When Quaoar was discovered.

38．The sentence “In short, there is none.” (para. 7) can be paraphrased as which of the following?

（A）There is no problem with Pluto's planetary status.

（B）There is not much difference between Pluto and other planets.

（C）There is yet no scientific definition of the term “planet”.

（D）There is no clear distinction between planets and stars.

39．Which of the following does not support the statement that Pluto is our “solar system's oddest planet”?

（A）It is farthest from the sun.

（B）It is unusually small.

（C）Its orbit is too oval.

（D）It mainly consists of dust and ice.

40．The word “commotion” in the expression “New York's Hayden Planetarium caused a commotion two years ago” (para. 8) can be replaced by________.

（A）exchange of opinions

（B）thorough investigation

（C）wild imagination

（D）agitated confusion

【解析】

36．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第二、四段，采用排除法。选项A和B均与事实不符，选项D的意思与文章介绍的相反，均予排除。

37．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，内容主要见第六段。Brown博士的话Quaoar forecasts problems for the erstwhile ninth planet给出了答案。选项A、B和C均与文章提供的信息不符。

38．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见第七段。该段主要介绍对planet一词的定义和界定，介绍该词意思的演变并点明要给出一个科学的定义并不那么简单。选项A、B和D均与文章讨论的概念相反或不一致，应予否定。

39．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语的能力，主要信息见第一、二两段，采用排除法。半个过世纪来，Pluto一直被接受为太阳系的一颗oddest planet，选项B、C和D的内容文章均有提及，但并没有明确把与太阳的距离遥远列为原因，因此A为答案。

40．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语的能力，主要信息见第八段。该段介绍纽约的Hayden Planetarium公布其对Pluto新的认识和定义之后引起的不同看法和热烈争议，选项A、B和C如放在原文中均难以表达其原来的意思，选项D为一较合理的解释。

Passage 9


Questions 41～45


There's a scene in the 2008 movie Iron Man where Tony Stark, the film's inventor-superhero, threatens to donate one of his robots to a city college. You can tell by its cowed response that the computerized assistant understands the connotation is decidedly negative. In real life, software can't yet comprehend that kind of abstract scolding. Programmers refer to such banter as “natural language,” and it's tricky for computers to get because of its ambiguity and dependence on context.

Regina Barzilay, an associate professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, is trying to make computers better listeners by making them play Civilization, a 20-year-old strategy game in which players build a city into an empire by vanquishing and absorbing neighboring cultures. A member of MIT's Computer Science ＆ Artificial Intelligence Lab, Barzilay, 40, developed a software program that begins with no grasp of the game. The computer “reads” the manual and then keeps returning to it while playing. As it races through thousands of simulations, the computer learns to connect words in the directions (“attack,” “build,” “capture,” and “revolt”) as the game unfolds.

The computer gets positive reinforcement—a higher score and a win—when it makes correct guesses about the meaning of words. When the computer loses, it traces back through its reading of the manual to see where its interpretation went wrong. A similar program without access to the manual won the game 46 percent of the time; after reading the instructions, Barzilay's computer won 79 percent of the time.

Barzilay grew interested in natural-language processing in the early 1990s, as an undergraduate at Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba, Israel. She was inspired in part by her own experience as a young emigrant from Moldavia who had to learn Hebrew and English. Just as she struggled at first to understand the use of articles such as “the,” which have no equivalent in her native Russian, logic-based computers have difficulties with the inconsistencies of natural language.

Research like Barzilay's may help computers eventually interact with humans in a more normal way. “You'd like to be able to ask for the largest state bordering New York and have it come back with the answer, ‘Pennsylvania，’” says Dan Roth, a computer science professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign who does work similar to Barzilay's. “And what happens inside the computer is none of your business.” Barzilay has been pushing this line of work forward, he says, in part by using a more interesting and complex game. She has a grant from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency to help robots understand natural language, not unlike those in Iron Man. As she puts it: “I want to see the computer benefit directly from human knowledge, without having a person in the middle who does a translation.” (1203)

【内容概要】

本文主题是介绍科研人员在开发电脑技术、主要是设计和帮助电脑进一步听懂和理解人的语言方面在做的努力。人们日常生活中使用的语言即“自然语言”，其基本特点之一是模糊性，即词语和句子的意义往往与上下文不可分离、或者说有赖于上下文而定。麻省理工研究人员开发的软件旨在帮助电脑学会像人一样学习语言，其中包括正强化和正确的推测能力等，并最终得以和人进行沟通交流。

【词语解析】

banter n
 . 逗乐，开玩笑

Beersheba n
 . 贝尔谢巴，以色列中部城市

Moldavia n
 . 摩尔多瓦，欧洲东南部国家

Iron Man 《钢铁侠》2008年上映的美国动作电影，改编自惊奇漫画（Marvel Comics）中的科幻超级英雄，由乔恩·费儒导演，小罗伯特·唐尼及格温妮丝·帕特罗等人主演。

Urbana-Champaign n
 . 厄巴纳-香槟，两市均位于美国伊利诺斯州

41．The author introduces the 2008 movie Iron Man at the beginning of the passage as an example________.

（A）to show the development of science fiction films over the past decade

（B）to display the functions of robots in the manufacturing industry

（C）to illustrate the workings of the computerized assistant

（D）to provide a contrast to computers' understanding of natural language

42．The word “banter” from paragraph one can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）severe criticism

（B）objective evaluation

（C）light joking reprimand

（D）strong opposition

43．Which of the following is NOT true about the game Civilization?

（A）It is a strategy game developed 20 years ago.

（B）Through the game players can build a city into an empire.

（C）In the game players destroyed neighboring cultures.

（D）The game was designed and developed by Regina Barzilay.

44．It can be concluded from the passage that the main purpose of Regina Barzilay's research is________.

（A）to help computers understand the instruction manual for Civilization

（B）to improve computers' interaction with human natural language

（C）to guide computers through the process of trial and error experiment

（D）to test the software program that begins with no grasp of the game

45．“Natural language” discussed in the passage________.

（A）can be ambiguous, inconsistent, and context-based

（B）is the basis of today's computer language

（C）will never be mastered by computers

（D）represents logic-based human knowledge and intelligence

【解析】

41．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，该段后两句作者点明人日常使用的自然语言有abstract的性质，其ambiguity and dependence on context的特点是难以为由人制造的、由软件控制的机器人所掌握的。作者指出，电影中的机器人看上去似乎跟真人一样懂得讽刺话语的意思，但后句即说明在real life中并非如此。选项A，B和C均不切题，应予排除。

42．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。首段末句用此词指电影中超级英雄讲的要把机器人to donate one of his robots to a city college的威胁话语，语句字面意义本身呈中性，但根据上下文含有戏谑、取笑的意思，作者还用scolding一词描述此语。选项A，B和D意思或错或相距较远。本题有一定难度。

43．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要信息见第二段。作者介绍了Civilization游戏发明的时间，其具体内容及游戏的主题等，选项A,B和C均有提及。而文章提到的麻省理工的教师Regina Barzilay只是讲其以此游戏为基础开发了一个软件程序，并未称其为该游戏的发明者，选项D符合题意。

44．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要信息在第二至第五段，其设计的软件帮助电脑理解人的自然语言，第五段就专门指出她获得的研究项目旨在资助她to help robots understand natural language，还引用了她自己的话。选项A不是其研究的主要目的，C的概括不妥当，D的说明不准确，均予排除。

45．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容及关键词语的理解，主要信息散见全文，尤以第一段为主。文章所称的natural language即人们日常生活中使用的语言，其基本属性和特征在第一和第四段都有总结性描述。选项B并非本文表达的重点，C的说法不妥，D也不是本文表述的重点，均予排除。有三分之一考生选择D，其传递意思本身并非不能成立，但显然不是本文所突出的分析要点。

Passage 10


Questions 46～50


Some things are best kept secret. It is hard, for instance, to argue that public interest dictates publishing the blueprints for an atom bomb. The matter is less clear-cut, however, when scientific information that has the potential to wreak havoc might also stop that havoc happening. Take bird flu. It has killed more than 330 people since 2003. That may not sound many, but it amounts to 60％ of the 570 known cases of the disease. The only reason the death toll is not higher is that those who succumbed caught the virus directly from a bird. Fortunately for everyone else, it does not pass easily from person to person.

But it might. That is the burden of research carried out last year by two teams of scientists, one in America and one in the Netherlands. They tweaked the bird-flu virus's genes to produce a version which can travel through the air from ferret to ferret. And ferrets are, in this context, good proxies for people. The researchers' motives were pure. The mutations they combined to produce their ferret-killing flu virus are all out there in the wild already. There is every chance those mutations could get together naturally and unleash a pandemic. By anticipating that recombination the two teams highlighted the risk, gave vaccine researchers a head start in thinking about how to counter it and, by fingering the mutations, spurred surveillance efforts, which have often been half-hearted. Or, rather, they would have done had they been allowed to publish their results. They weren't. Both the American and the Dutch governments saw not a sensible anticipation of a threat, but a threat in its own right. Their fear was that bad guys somewhere might repeat the experiment and weaponise the result. So in December they banned publication of the papers revealing the technical details of what the teams had done.

The threat from influenza is real. So-called Spanish flu, which infected 500m people in 1918-19, claimed the lives of one in five of those who caught it. Subsequent flu epidemics, though not as bad, have still cut swathes through humanity whenever they have arisen. But terrorism is real, too. Though there is no known case of biological warfare in the past 100 years, many countries have experimented with the idea; and there is concern that some terrorist groups, motivated not by specific political grievances but by a general hatred of the West, might unleash the uncontrollable mayhem of a viral epidemic purely out of spite. So who is right—the researchers who want to publish their findings, or the governments that want to stop them? In this particular case, probably the researchers. And, to their credit, the authorities seem to have recognised that. After months of fraught deliberation involving the world's leading virologists, journal editors, security experts, ethicists and policymakers, the Americans reversed their stance on April 20th. The Dutch were reconsidering theirs as The Economist went to press.

The reason is that, as bioterrorists go, humans pale in comparison with nature. Even America's security services, which might be expected to err on the side of caution, seem to agree that the odds of a bioterror attack are long. Biological weapons require skilled scientists working in state-of-the-art facilities. Even then, they are unpredictable—and therefore difficult to control. Aum Shinrikyo, a sect with sophisticated scientific capability, toyed with anthrax in 1993. But for its most brazen attack, when it killed 13 people in the Tokyo metro two years later, it preferred nerve gas. In September 2001 al-Qaeda plumped for aeroplanes. Nature, by contrast, has form in this area. From the Black Death via Spanish flu to AIDS, bacteria and viruses have killed on a scale that terrorists and dictators can only dream of. The more you gag scientists or hide data, the harder it is for them to look for cures; you also probably drive bright young researchers away towards less fraught, blander areas.

At the moment, then, the natural threat seems greater than the artificial one. And it is brave of America's authorities to recognize that. If a terrorist outrage does happen, they will surely get the blame. By contrast, “acts of nature” are more easily shrugged off as, as it were, acts of God. This case does, however, highlight a problem that is only going to grow. The atom bomb is a child of physics. Nerve gas is a child of chemistry. These are both old, mature sciences. Biotechnology is new. Its potential and limits are obscure. This time America has made the right decision. It is to be hoped that the Dutch will soon follow suit. But it behooves everyone—politicians and scientists alike—to keep a close eye on a fast-changing technology and on any shift in the balance of risks. (1209)

【内容概要】

本篇文章介绍美国、荷兰两国的研究队伍对禽流感研究成果采取的不同态度和做法。这样的主题围绕高技术发展和社会政治及伦理道德之间的相互作用关系，属现代政治的常见主题。两国政府本来担心相关的实验及研究成果可能会被生物恐怖分子用作生化武器投入恐怖活动，因而禁止公布有关成果。作者对成果公布与否的利弊，对自然带给人的威胁和人为造成的威胁进行了对比分析预测。对美国政府最后决定公布相关成果的态度表示赞许，希望荷兰政府改变原来的决定，同时也提出对迅速发展变化的技术密切关注，以避免可能的风险。

【词语解析】

tweak v
 . 扭，拧，拉；作小小的改良

ferret n
 . 白鼬，雪貂

proxy n
 . 代理人，代用品

swathe n
 . 刈幅，一行

mayhem n
 . 损害，暴力行为

fraught a
 . 使人忧虑的

Aum Shinrikyo n
 . 奥姆真理教（Japanese Aum Doomsday Cult），日本邪教组织，由麻原彰晃（原名松本智津夫）创立于1984年。在成立后短短数年里，吸收近万名信徒，建立了30多个支部和道场，并在海外发展了四个支部。进行过松本沙林事件、坂本堤律师一家杀害事件与东京地铁沙林毒气事件等恐怖活动。

gag v
 . 限制

al-Qaeda n
 . 基地组织（一伊斯兰教基要主义者激进组织）

behoove, behove (it behooves one to it) v
 . 对（某人）说来有必要，有责任，合适

bland a
 . 温和的，无味的

46．The American and the Dutch governments banned publication of the papers revealing the technical details of what the two teams had done because they think________.

（A）their research results will only bring disasters to human community

（B）pandemics and epidemics will never be overcome with such research

（C）the technical details can never be used for curing such diseases

（D）some villains might make use of the research and turn it into weapons

47．When the author says that “humans pale in comparison with nature” (para.4), he tries to convey that________.

（A）nature's forces are much stronger than those of humans

（B）humans should not and could never conquer nature

（C）humans and nature have undergone the similar evolutionary processes

（D）biological weapons are unpredictable in the destruction of humans and nature

48．The expression “has form in this area” (para.4) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）has its particular shape in this area

（B）has a record of such destructive powers

（C）is always in opposition to human community

（D）is acting in the role of bioterrorists

49．It can be concluded from the passage that in the author's mind,________.

（A）the blueprints for an atom bomb might be published one day

（B）the death toll from bird flu could be much higher if the mutations had been published

（C）the “acts of nature” can never be overestimated

（D）the integration of the natural threat and the artificial threat can lead to biological warfare

50．The author compares biotechnology with physics and chemistry to tell us that________.

（A）all new sciences will inevitably become mature in their processes of development

（B）more attention should be paid to the new science of biotechnology to get rid of possible risks

（C）politicians and scientists should unite to make full use of the fast-changing technology

（D）in comparison, biotechnology is the most obscure in its potential and limits

【解析】

46．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见第二段。作者明确指出两国政府担心有人会repeat the experiment and weaponise the result。选项A，B和C或有错或不当或不合逻辑，均予排除。

47．答案为A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，见第四段。句中pale解释为“变苍白”，可译为“相形失色”，作者对人为造成的破坏和大自然造成的破坏作了比较，指出后者造成的危害要远远大的多。选项B本身并不错，但不是作者所要表达的意思，C的解释有很大偏离，逻辑上也不合，D的意思本身也能成立，但不是该句所含之意，均予排除。有近45％考生选D，在句意解读上有偏差，或未能根据上下文准确判断。

48．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。在该句之后。作者即介绍历史上黑死病、西班牙流感及艾滋病给人类带来的巨大灾难，此句中的form为英国俚语，有“前科，犯罪记录”之意，这里借用取其比喻义。选项A只是用该词近义词shape作解，语句意思不通，C和D的意思在这里的上下文中或不通或不当，均予排除。

49．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和对作者思路的推断能力，与干扰项及答案相关语句散见一、四、五段。选项A显然应予否定，B的意思作者并未认可，D表达的意思本身就存疑，文中未有体现。C的意思则是作者从多方面一再给予说明和强调的，在末段更是给出总结性看法。考生须对作者表达的几个要点准确把握。

50．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，见末段。作者在带概括性说明中，把其认为的成熟的物理学和化学与新形成的生物技术作了对比，指出应注意防范可能的风险。选项A表达的意思较笼统，C的意思与作者的本意有距离，D的解释本身也可接受，但不能说是作者想表达的意思，应予排除。


 问答题

Passage 1


Questions 1～3


Robots have been the stuff of science fiction for so long that it is surprisingly hard to see them as the stuff of management fact. A Czech playwright, Karel Capek, gave them their name in 1920 (from the Slavonic word for “work”). An American writer, Isaac Asimov, confronted them with their most memorable dilemmas. Hollywood turned them into superheroes and supervillains. When some film critics drew up lists of Hollywood's 50 greatest good guys and 50 greatest baddies, the only character to appear on both lists was a robot, the Terminator.

It is time for management thinkers to catch up with science-fiction writers. Robots have been doing menial jobs on production lines since the 1960s. The world already has more than 1m industrial robots. There is now an acceleration in the rates at which they are becoming both cleverer and cheaper: an explosive combination. Robots are learning to interact with the world around them. Their ability to see things is getting ever closer to that of humans, as is their capacity to ingest information and act on it. Tomorrow's robots will increasingly take on delicate, complex tasks. And instead of being imprisoned in cages to stop them colliding with people and machines, they will be free to wander.

America's armed forces have blazed a trail here. They now have no fewer than 12,000 robots serving in their ranks. Peter Singer, of the Brookings Institution, a think-tank, says mankind's 5,000-year monopoly on the fighting of war is breaking down. Recent additions to the battlefield include tiny “insects” that perform reconnaissance missions and giant “dogs” to terrify foes.

But the civilian world cannot be far behind. Who better to unclog sewers or suck up nuclear waste than these remarkable machines? The Japanese have made surprisingly little use of robots to clear up after the recent earthquake, given their world leadership in this area. They say that they had the wrong sort of robots in the wrong places. But they have issued a global call for robotic assistance and are likely to put more robots to work shortly.

As robots advance into the service industries they are starting to look less like machines and more like living creatures. The Paro (made by AIST, a Japanese research agency) is shaped like a baby seal and responds to attention. Honda's robot, ASIMO, is humanoid and can walk, talk and respond to command.

Until now executives have largely ignored robots, regarding them as an engineering rather than a management problem. This cannot go on: robots are becoming too powerful and ubiquitous. Companies may need to rethink their strategies as they gain access to these new sorts of workers. Chinese certainly need to rethink their human-resources policies—starting by questioning whether they should have departments devoted to purely human resources.

The first issue is how to manage the robots themselves. Asimov laid down the basic rule in 1942: no robot should harm a human. This rule has been reinforced by recent technological improvements: robots are now much more sensitive to their surroundings and can be instructed to avoid hitting people. But the Pentagon's plans make all this a bit more complicated: many of its robots will be, in essence, killing machines.

A second question is how to manage the homo side of homorobo relations. Workers have always worried that new technologies will take away their livelihoods. That worry takes on a particularly intense form when the machines come with a human face: Capek's play that gave robots their name depicted a world in which they initially brought lots of benefits but eventually led to mass unemployment and discontent. Now, the arrival of increasingly humanoid automatons in workplaces, in an era of high unemployment, is bound to provoke a reaction.

So, companies will need to work hard to persuade workers that robots are productivity-enhancers, not just job-eating aliens. They need to show employees that the robot sitting alongside them can be more of a helpmate than a threat. Audi has been particularly successful in introducing industrial robots because the carmaker asked workers to identify areas where robots could improve performance and then gave those workers jobs overseeing the robots. Employers also need to explain that robots can help preserve manufacturing jobs in the rich world.

These two principles—don't let robots hurt or frighten people—are relatively simple. Robot scientists are tackling more complicated problems as robots become more sophisticated. They are keen to avoid hierarchies among rescue-robots (because the loss of the leader would render the rest redundant). So they are using game theory to make sure the robots can communicate with each other in egalitarian ways. They are keen to avoid duplication between robots and their human handlers. So they are producing more complicated mathematical formulae in order that robots can constantly adjust themselves to human intentions. This suggests that the world could be on the verge of a great management revolution: making robots behave like humans rather than the 20th century's preferred option, making humans behave like robots. (1109)



1. Why does the author mention the Czech playwright Karel Capek and the American writer Isaac Asimov? What is the relationship between science fiction and robot?

2．Why does the author say that it is time for management thinkers “to catch up with science-fiction writers” (para. 2)?

3．What are the major management problems with robots?

【内容概要】

本文涉及随着机器人技术的发展而带来的工厂企业的管理问题。介绍了机器人的发展过程、机器人与科幻小说的关系，指出在机器人技术迅速发展的前提下，人类面临的两大问题，一是对机器人本身的管理，二是如何处理机器人与发明、制造、操作和使用机器人的人之间的关系。文章所述的内容从表面来看容易理解，但是从深层观察的话，就不那么简单了，因技术发展而引起的社会伦理、道德、价值观的变化都是值得我们深思的。

【词语解析】

automaton n
 . 自动控制装置，机械般行动的人，机器人

baddy n
 . 坏蛋，反面人物

blaze v
 . 开拓

egalitarian a
 . 平均主义的

game theory n
 . 博弈论

homorobo n
 . 人-机器人（关系）

humanoid n
 . 类人动物

menial a
 . 卑贱的，不体面的

supervillain n
 . 超级歹徒

ubiquitous a
 . 无所不在

【参考答案与解析】

1．They are mentioned because both are science fiction writers. The term“robot”was first proposed by Capek and Asimov wrote a number of stories on robots. Their imagination contributes to the development of robots in a number of ways, to the making and using of robots as an industry. We can say that the development and application of robots in various fields cannot be separated from the science fiction of robots, therefore the significance of the imagination of science fiction writers should never be overexaggerated.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一、二两段。恰佩克和阿西莫夫堪称是机器人科幻文学的鼻祖，这两位作者和科幻文学、和作为科幻文学的机器人、以及作为一个新兴产业的机器人的发展密不可分，考生可根据所提供信息给出简要回答。

2．With more and more robots (more than one million industrial robots today) being produced and used in industrial fields, and as they are becoming “cleverer and cheaper”, “too powerful and ubiquitous”, “more sophisticated”, the arrival of “increasingly humanoid automatons”, more interactive with the world and humans/use of robots for military or civilian purposes/service industries, the management of robots would become a key issue. Science fiction writers propel the development of robots and play a leading role in this field, and management thinkers should learn from them, strengthen the management of robots in industries so as to avoid possible dangers or threats, and negative impacts.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要信息见第一、二两段。根据作者介绍，是科幻作家的丰富想象力和大胆科学预测最后引导了机器人的诞生和机器人工业的形成，管理科学家也应该有所作为，因为随着机器人工业的迅速发展和普及，对机器人的管理和人-机关系的处理变得越来越重要，作者因此提出他们应向科幻作家学习。考生可根据相关信息给出简要回答。

3．One major problem is “to manage the robots themselves”, to implement Asimov's basic rule so as not to let robots harm humans. The second is to manage the relationship between robots and humans (the “homo side of homorobo relations”). As more workers worry about the impact from robots or from new technologies upon their livelihoods. one major task is to persuade workers, change their understanding of and attitudes towards robots. On the other hand, we should bring more positive role of robots and take necessary measures to eliminate possible confrontations.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要信息见文章后半部分，主要见第七、八两段。随着机器人的推广普及和广泛使用，如人-机关系处理不当，将会发生难以想象的问题甚至冲突。作者重点介绍了对机器人的管理和对人-机关系中人的一方面的引导管理两大重点，作者给出的分析和讨论是有很强的现实意义和指导意义的。

Passage 2


Questions 4～6


On Feb. 17, 2009, it could snow all across America. Not outside, but in living rooms, on TV sets. That's the date when broadcasters will switch to digital transmission, rendering millions of standard analog TVs useless. Consumers can avoid this whiteout, but only if they're prepared. And there's the challenge: How to inform the roughly 20 million households relying exclusively on analog sets that pull in their reception for free, through rabbit ears or a rooftop antenna. Analog TVs that receive cable or satellite will not be affected.

Consumers who own these sets don't necessarily need to know why the federal government is mandating the change (to free up the airwaves for other purposes, such as wireless and public safety communications—though added benefits are better pictures and more channels). But they do need consistent and unbiased information on what to do and they need to be able to act on it. With fewer than 18 months to go, though, 56 percent of viewers with analog sets have never even heard of the switch. The General Accountability Office, the government watchdog, is concerned that with two government agencies involved, “no one is in charge.”

The Federal Communications Commission is worried, too. “If we don't do a better job of planning, we'll have one of the biggest outrages Congress has ever seen，” FCC commissioner Jonathan Adelstein told US senators last month. The options for consumers are fairly straightforward. Starting with the least expensive one, they are: a) buying a converter box using government coupons b) subscribing to cable or satellite TV services, which will make the transition on their end, or c) buying a digital TV. But sharing this information is anything but simple. Because it has only $5 million to get the message out, the government is turning to the private sector for help with public-service announcements and educating consumers in stores.

This partnership makes sense, if done right. Certainly, the broadcasting industry wants viewers to keep on watching. However, there's a danger in their self-interest. Naturally, retailers also want people to buy new digital televisions instead of opting for low-cost converters, and cable and satellite providers want new subscribers. And industry may not have enough of a financial incentive to reach out to certain analog viewing groups, such as the poor or elderly (seniors make up 40 percent of analog households).

Other serious issues remain. One is whether the converter boxes will be uniformly available in stores. Beginning in January, households should be able to apply to the Commerce Department's National Telecommunications and Information Administration for up to two $40 coupons to offset the costs of converter boxes expected to be priced from $50 to $70. But some retailers may not stock the boxes if they don't have much demand for them.

And what about recycling analog televisions, of which there are an estimated 70 million? More than anything, what's needed is oversight and coordination of the conversion. Congress should designate one of the two government agencies involved in this project to take the lead, or empower an independent group to oversee the transition. (0803)



4．What is the major topic of this passage? Give a list of the serious issues related to the topic.

5．Why does the author say that “But sharing this information is anything but simple.” (para. 3)?

6．Explain the statement “However, there's a danger in their self-interest.” (para. 4)

【内容概要】

本文介绍美国的电视广播系统将由原来的模拟电视转变为数字电视对美国2000万仅拥有模拟电视机家庭的影响及解决方案。要收看数字电视有三个办法，即用政府发放的专用券购买转换器，接受有线或卫星服务，或购买一台数字电视机。政府500万美元的拨款尚不足以将此信息传达给社会大众，因此政府不得不依靠某些私营部门来提供帮助。此外，其他问题也有待解决，如各地的商店是否都有转换器供应，以及全国约有总数7000万台的模拟电视机的回收处理问题。

【词语解析】

analog n
 . 模拟

converter n
 . 转换器

opt v
 . 选择，作出抉择

rabbit ears n
 . 兔耳形室内天线

rooftop antenna n
 . 屋顶天线

whiteout n
 . 暂时性视力失去，（电视机屏幕上）一片雪花

【参考答案与解析】

4．The passage introduces the issue of the transition of analog TV to digital transmission in about 18 months in the United States and the possible difficulties and problems in the process. They include the issue of “how to inform the 20 million households which only use analog TV sets” , the funding necessary for the popularization and preparation of the transition, the possible problems related to the private sector (if they will try to make more profits in doing the business), the availability of converter boxes, and the recycling of 70 million analog televisions.

本题考查对文章的主要内容的理解和概括能力。对由此引起的几个相关问题在文章的几个段落分别介绍。考生应培养速读能力，迅速找到各相关部分。

5．The author means that to let the public (of about 20 million households) share the information of digital transmission is not an easy job. The task will not be completed with the funding of only $5 million and two government agencies. So he suggests that they should turn to the private sector for help.

本题考查对文章基本内容及句子意思的理解。主要内容见第二、三两段。作者提出将模拟电视转换为数字电视这一消息告知所有用户这一做法的困难，并给出了具体分析。

6．The author means that, when the broadcasting industry and retailers are involved in the public-service announcements, quite probably they will have some sort of “self-interest” as their “motivation”, such as to sell more new digital televisions and recruit more new cable and satellite TV subscribers. If that becomes true, they may not have the initiative to “reach out to” the poor and elderly analog TV viewers.

本题考查对文章基本内容和句子意思的理解判断。主要的分析见第四段。作者对政府把有关事项委托给电视设备供应商的做法提出了疑问和忧虑，作者提出的self-interest即表达了他的看法。考生应能给出自己的总结说明。

Passage 3


Questions 7～9


Joe Harberg became an energy-efficiency guru because he didn't know the first thing about energy efficiency. In 2003 he was constructing a new home in Dallas and wanted to work with his builder to make the place as environmentally friendly as possible. But neither Harberg nor his designer had any training in how to turn an ordinary house green, and they found few resources to help them. “It was so frustrating，” says Harberg, 46, a Dallas-based entrepreneur.

Relying principally on the Internet, Harberg—who previously had worked as a marketing expert and real estate developer—did manage to build an energy-efficient home. He boasts that his electricity bills are regularly 50％ less than those of similar homes in his neighborhood, and the entrepreneur in him saw an opportunity. Lots of people worry about global warming, not to mention the soaring costs of powering a home, but they don't know what to do about it. Working with his brother-in-law Josh Stern, Harberg helped launch what would become Current Energy, in 2005, to provide the needed expertise. “We aspire to be the ones who put it all together for you，” Harberg says.

Today Current Energy operates what is probably the first dedicated energy-efficiency retail store in the U.S., a hip space in Callas' tony Highland Park where shoppers can buy ultraefficient air conditioners, tankless water heaters and even electric votive candles. But while the store itself is green cool—reminiscent of the Apple retail shops that Harberg helped roll out in his previous career—the real value in Current Energy isn't in its gadgets but in the service it offers. “It's an art to figure out how to save money at home，” Harberg says. “We do the work.”

Homeowners who come to Current Energy can order an energy audit—a socket-to-faucet analysis of how to eliminate energy and water waste. After receiving the report, customers can follow as many of the recommendations as they wish, with Current Energy employees involved in the installation work—down to changing the lightbulbs. Joseph Van Blargan, a writer, secured an assessment for his Dallas home and estimates that the upgrades save him about 30％ on his monthly energy bill. “I could have done it on my own, but there would have been bits and parts Ⅰ would have missed，” he says.


Joe's Green Shopping List

At its retail location and online, Current Energy sells a wide range of energy-efficiency gadgets:

1) Digital PowerCost Monitor provides real-time data on your energy consumption, $185

2) Magic Globe, a solar-powered light, $50

3) Solio Solar Charger is a way to power all those electronic devices with the sun, $99

4) Solar Backpack lets you carry your laptop—and charge it for free, $140

5) Kill A watt Electricity Meter monitors the power use and cost of any appliance, $40



Greenies who live outside Dallas will soon be able to get an energy assessment from currentenergy.com, and the company will work with licensed auditors in your town to carry out the improvements.

What Current Energy does isn't as easy as it looks. Maximizing the efficiency in your home means more than just chucking your incandescent lightbulbs. You might improve your attic insulation to prevent the loss of heat in the winter, but go overboard, and you could end up choking on indoor air pollution. Just as a house is more than four walls and a door, energy efficiency should be holistic, with insulation, appliances, lighting and clean electricity all working together.

That's a message the tireless Harberg—who could probably power Texas Stadium if you plugged him into the grid—spreads with zeal. He hosts a weekly radio call-in show and was recently on the TV show Good Morning Texas touting the benefits of an indoor air-quality monitor. “You're saving people money and saving the earth at the same time，” he says excitedly. As business plans go, that's an awfully good one. (0809)



7．Who is Joe Harberg? How did he start his energy-efficiency business?

8．What is Current Energy? What is its major business?

9．Why does the passage say that “What Current Energy does isn't as easy as it looks.”?

【内容概要】

企业家Joe Harberg从自家的住房装修出发，为了取得environmentally friendly的效果，经过摸索和试验，最后成立一家以提倡环保、节约能源为目标的Current Energy公司，向客户提供全套的从设计咨询、供应各种配件、包括安装、装修在内的环保服务。前两段介绍Joe Harberg的创业经过，第三、四两段介绍他的公司提供的各项服务及其特点，最后两段更进一步揭示了Joe Harberg的服务内涵和经历的困难，以及其宏大宗旨。

文章的主题通俗易懂，词汇难度不高，但是部分词语及表达方式值得考生注意，它们不仅可用于书面表达，有的也适用于口语。

【词语解析】

call-in show n
 .＝phone-in show 听（观）众来电直播节目

expertise n
 . 专家鉴定，专门评价

greenie n
 . 新手，傻子

guru n
 . 大师，权威，印度的宗教导师或领袖

holistic a
 . 整体的，全面的

tout v
 . 兜售，推销

【参考答案与解析】

7．Joe Harberg is an entrepreneur from Dallas. He was once a marketing expert and real estate developer and has now become a master (guru) in energy efficiency in home construction. He started this business after constructing his new “green” home because he found the marketing opportunity to help build such homes. With the accumulation of such experience in construction and understanding of the demand of saving energy costs in building such homes, he started the business with his brother-in-law.

此题的答案在文章的前面两段有介绍，作者较为具体地介绍了作为企业家的Joe Harberg其人以及其颇为偶然的创业过程，考生可择要自己作出概括。

8．Current Energy is an energy-efficiency company founded by Joe Harberg. The retail store provides all kinds of energy efficient gadgets and it might be the first one in the U.S. of this kind. The company provides “the needed expertise” in building energy-efficiency homes and also offers services related to energy and money saving, including an “energy audit”, that is to give a detailed analysis of “how to eliminate” energy and water waste in construction and related recommendations, and also installation work.

Current Energy是Joe Harberg给自己创立的公司取的名称，作者也把它称之为energy-efficiency retail store等，关于公司提供的各项服务，文章的第三四两段都有简明扼要的介绍说明，方框中还列出了所提供的部分特色服务。

9．The services and all kinds of recommendations provided by Current Energy are much more complicated than we expect. The “energy audit”, which is a kind of “socket-to-faucet” analysis, is to maximize the energy efficiency and to eliminate energy and water waste, which is a comprehensive and integrative (“holistic”) approach to be followed in the construction, as the passage suggests that “insulation, appliances, lighting and clean electricity” should all be taken into consideration (“all working together”).

最后两段作者分析了Joe Harberg 在创办Current Energy公司及提供环保装修服务中面临的困难，这需要对相关技术、材料和装修工艺多方面的综合考虑和应用，更需要创新的精神，许多技巧和处理方法不是现成都有的，而是需要整体、统一、全面的考虑，各项技术和材料的综合利用等。

Passage 4


Questions 10～12


A hundred years after the Wright brothers' triumph at Kitty Hawk, the European consortium Airbus announced a milestone of its own—surpassing the American aviation giant Boeing in the number of airliners delivered in 2003. Airbus, based in Toulouse, France, is now beating its U.S. rival at its own game of size and distance: The 555-passenger, long-range A380, bigger than any Boeing, is already in production.

Airbus's success should be no surprise. American and France may be sparring diplomatically, but technologically the two nations have had a long love affair. Each has developed outstanding innovations, and each has assiduously exploited the other's ideas.

Even the current U.S. military-industrial hegemony has some decidedly French roots. Sylvanus Thayer graduated from West Point in 1808, spent two years in Europe, and was utterly taken with French military thought and training. When he became superintendent in 1817, Thayer modeled the academy's demanding technical curriculum and ethic of honor and service after France's Ecole Polytechnique. Classics on sieges and fortifications by Louis XIV's engineering genius, Marshal Sebastien Le Prestre de Vauban, were standard texts; studying French was de rigueur.

The French connection persisted into the Civil War. The Minie bullet that made that conflict's rifle-muskets three times as deadly as earlier weapons was originally developed by French officers. In 1885, the French ordnance engineer Paul Vieille introduced smokeless powder. French artillerymen invented the revolutionary hydropneumatic recoil that allows cannons to remain murderously locked on target for shot after shot. And where would the Navy SEALs be without scuba gear, developed in 1943 on the French Riviera by Emile Gagnan and a soon-to-be famous French officer, Jacques Cousteau?

Even interchangeable parts, the foundation of America's mass production, have French roots. The historian of science Ken Alder has shown that a French gunsmith was using such a system as early as the 1720s. By the 1780s, French military officials were introducing uniform jigs and fixtures at arms factories to enforce strict tolerances and ensure deadlier firearms and ordnance. Thomas Jefferson praised the system, and while it fell into disuse in France in the 19th century, U.S. armories embraced it. Related methods became known in Europe as the American System and, later, as Fordism.

Speaking of Ford, what could be more American than the automobile? Yet a Frenchman built the first self-propelled vehicle, powered by steam, more than 200 years ago. A hundred years later the French company Panhard introduced the basic architecture that automobiles have followed ever since. Henry Ford's triumphs depended not just on standardization but on use of strong, rust-resistant vanadium steel, which had impressed him in the wreck of a French racing car.

Long before Airbus, the French produced superlative aeronautical engineers. They were the first Europeans to acclaim the Wrights' breakthroughs in aircraft control, and they made key improvements. French inventors, especially Louis Bleriot and Robert Esnault-Pelterie, created the monoplane as we know it, which is why we still speak of fuselages and ailerons. Esnault-Pelterie was also the father of the joystick.

Flag-waving Americans may reply that many of France's own technological triumphs rely on ideas born here. French high-speed trains lead the world today, but as the railroad historian Mark Reutter has shown, the Budd Co. of Philadelphia was already building lightweight, articulated streamliners in the 1930s. And France now gets 75 percent of its electricity from America's great hope of 50 years ago, nuclear power. Social legislation also helps make France a showplace of other U.S. innovations: vending machines (limited retailing hours) and mass-produced antibiotics (generous health benefits).

In fact, the French have so often jettisoned their heritage in favor of novel technology that it sometimes takes Americans to defend it. The Cornell University scholar Steven Kaplan has revived the art of French bread making, and Mother Noella Marcellino, an American Benedictine nun with a Ph.D. in microbiology, has been saving the classic cheese of France from pasteurization—a process invented by the Frenchman Louis Pasteur.

It's pointless to debate who owes more to whom, and far more interesting to rejoice in cross-appropriation. Airbus has many U.S. suppliers, and Boeing will jump ahead sooner or later in the endless technological leapfrog. The last word may belong to the sage—perhaps Oscar Wilde—who said, “Talents imitate; geniuses steal.” (0409)



10．Why does the author introduce the Wright brothers and the European Airbus at the beginning of the passage?

11．What does the author mean by saying that “technologically the two nations ［America and France］ have had a long love affair”? Give some examples.

12．Paraphrase the sentence “the French have so often jettisoned their heritage in favor of novel technology that it sometimes takes Americans to defend it.” (para. 9)

【内容概要】

本文介绍这二、三百年来美国和法国之间互相借鉴学习、互为补充利用、相互友好竞争的事实，这样的竞争学习借鉴体现在现代工业的许多领域。从这一点来说，本文提供的信息也是相当丰富的。

本文的主题把握不太难，但介绍的众多美法两国的发明创造、发明家、技术进步的成果如有更深了解的话，对本文主题就可以形成更深刻、更直观的理解。文章读来颇为引人入胜，有不少观点仅从语言角度就值得注意，文末引的英国戏剧家王尔德的话“Talents imitate; geniuses steal.”也令人再思。

【词语解析】

consortium n
 . 财团，联合企业

cross-appropriation n
 . 互相盗用，互相占用

demanding a
 . 要求高的，苛求的

flag-waving n
 . （爱国情绪）强烈表现，沙文主义表现

Fordism n
 . 福特主义

hegemony n
 . 霸权

jettison v
 . 扔掉，扔下

jigs n
 . 夹具，规尺

joystick n
 . 飞机操纵杆

monoplane n
 . 单翼飞机

ordnance n
 . 军械，武器

pasteurization n
 . 巴氏灭菌法

scuba gear n
 . 水肺装置

spar v
 . ＆ n
 . 拳斗，争吵

Vanadium n
 . 钒

【参考答案与解析】

10．Wright brothers are pioneers in aviation technology and their first success at Kitty Hawk led to the coming of aviation age. And European Airbus's success “beat” US rivals in aircraft production in size and distance. The examples indicate the cooperation and competition between France and America in aviation technology.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和把握，相关信息主要见第一段。作者一开始就介绍美国的Wright brothers发明飞机的成就和法国欧洲的空中客车超越美国制造水平的事例，目的在于向读者介绍两国几百年来在科技发明创作方面互相学习和竞争的现象，可根据提供的信息给出解答。

11．The author used the metaphor to describe the relationship between the two countries over the past centuries in technological development. Each country has made remarkable innovations and each has learned much from the other in technological progress in a number of fields.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出归纳的能力，主要信息见第二段，具体事例从第三至八段有概要介绍。作者用a long love affair的比喻形容美国和法国在技术发明创造方面的互相学习竞争的过程，要点和事例都可以作出归纳。

12．It means that there are such cases that when the French have already abandoned their own invention or technology to adopt new technology, the Americans are making efforts to defend or continue to use the technology discarded by French, which shows an active American attitude towards the French “heritage”.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出归纳分析的能力，相关信息见最后两段。作者介绍了两国之间发生的某一国的传统发明创造成果被抛弃和遗弃，却被另一国专门保护并继承发扬的有趣现象，并提供了个别实例。

Passage 5


Questions 13～15


Trends in psychotherapy have shifted dramatically in the past two decades. Most patients (and medical plans) have taken a pass on the long-term commitment to Freudian analysis, turning instead to shorter approaches. One therapy that has taken over—especially for depression—is a method called cognitive behavioral therapy.

CBT is based on the idea that all moods—and their disorders—originate in thoughts. The therapy aims to adjust attitudes by recognizing and refuting negative thoughts as they occur. For instance, some people react to a mistake or mishap by generalizing to “I'm a failure.” A CBT therapist would help the patient get to a more accurate assessment of the event, like “What a bad day.” The effectiveness of this hugely popular treatment has been touted in a number of academic studies and general-interest books. Proponents say that it often works faster and can be more effective than traditional psychotherapy—or even antidepressants.

Except they may be wrong. Gordon Parker, head of the School of Psychiatry at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia, and two researchers went over the results of every available effectiveness study that's been done on CBT. Taken together, Parker argues in a recent issue of the American Journal of Psychiatry
 , the results really don't support the claims. Their conclusion: “CBT has been oversold，” says Parker. “…As far as we can tell, it doesn't have any superiority over any other psychotherapy.”

CBT has snowballed in popularity not because the scientific evidence is compelling, Parker says, but because “it is immensely appealing ［and sounds］ so terribly logical.” Parker, who is somewhat disappointed in his own findings, has recommended the therapy to many of his patients. Now, he speculates that any positive outcomes might have come not from CBT itself but simply from spending time with an empathetic therapist.

The review did contain one caveat: “There may be a subgroup of people who do very well with CBT.” Indeed, part of the difficulty with evaluation is that studies tend to be done on heterogeneous groups, instead of subgroups of people with specific symptoms, he says. So it's not clear who is really benefiting.

Taking issue. Not surprisingly, many fans disagree with Parker's conclusion. Andrew Butler, research coordinator for the Beck Institute for Cognitive Therapy and Research in Bala Cynwyd, Pa., is critical of the methodology used in Parker's review. (The institute is named after Aaron Beck, the psychiatrist who came up with CBT in the 1960s.) Butler says that while some research flaws do exist, “numerous studies have shown that clients who overcome their depression using cognitive therapy are twice as likely to remain depression free a year later as clients who got better using antidepressant medication.” Others argue that, while the studies are imperfect, there is enough solid empirical evidence to justify CBT's reputation. Jacqueline Persons, director of the San Francisco Bay Area Center for Cognitive Therapy, says that the bottom line is that CBT does work: “And that is true even though we do not know as much as we would like to about why or how it works.”

Psychiatrist David Burns is the most well-known popularizer of CBT. His book Feeling Good: The New Mood Therapy
 has more than 4 million copies in print. He says: “I'm no less in love with the cognitive model than I was 30 years ago.” But even Burns agrees that the studies are “underwhelming” and that “there's a huge need to improve how we do research.” Along with faulty methodology, he says, there are several human variables that make valid testing difficult. For example, most studies have no way to control for a patient's motivation. Exercises and other “homework” are a big part of the therapeutic process in CBT. Some patients do the work, and some don't bother, and that could account in part for the mixed outcomes.

Nor do the studies take into account an individual therapist's skills and manner. As a consequence, it's hard to tell if a patient's success or failure is due to the therapeutic technique or the therapist. “We have seen many therapists with big reputations who have poor empathy and get terrible results, and we've seen therapists who seem rather inept get incredible results，” says Burns. Despite the fact, he adds, that “all therapists fancy themselves empathetic and warm.” The CBT debate is guaranteed to continue as the studies keep coming. One published last week in the Journal of the American Medical Association
 showed that young, low-income Latin and African-American women on CBT did almost as well as they did on antidepressants. (0403)



13．What is CBT? What is the basic idea behind this therapy?

14．What is the view of Gordon Parker over CBT? What is Andrew Butler's reaction to Parker's review?

15．What can be learned from David Burns' book over the issue?

【内容概要】

本文介绍过去二十多年里心理治疗方法的变化，具体是关于治疗抑郁症的认知行为疗法（cognitive behavioral therapy，CBT）。文章介绍了该疗法的基本理据和基本操作方法，以及对该疗法的不同意见。在介绍该疗法得到推广的同时，也提供了其他研究人员给出的不同评价，包括新南威尔士大学的Gorden Parker的反对意见，以及贝克认知疗法研究院的Andrew Butler和CBT疗法的坚定支持者、精神病学家David Burns的反驳意见。关于CBT的争论仍在继续，读者可以感觉到的是，在现代社会，如何追求和获得真正意义上的心理和精神健康，将是人类追求的一大目标。

【词语解析】

antidepressant n
 . 抗抑郁药

caveat v
 . 申述，说明，预先通知

empathy n
 . 移情，同情，共鸣

inept a
 . 不合适的，不称职的

mishap n
 . 轻微事故，小意外

oversell v
 . 过分吹嘘，对赞扬过多

tout v
 . 兜售，推销，吹捧

underwhelming a
 . 未给留下深刻印象的，未引起兴趣的

【参考答案与解析】

13．CBT is the abbreviation of cognitive behavioral therapy. The basic idea of this therapy is that all human moods and disorders originate in human thoughts, therefore through recognizing and getting rid of negtive thoughts, human attitudes can be changed and adjusted.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息可从第一、二两段找到。作者介绍了认知行为疗法的基本理念。

14．Gordon Parker thinks that the effect of CBT is exaggerated and it doesn't have superiority over other psychotherapies. His speculation is that the positive outcome might come from other aspects in the treatment. Andrew Butler criticizes the method used by Parker and says studies have shown more people overcome depression with CBT. His conclusion is the therapy is more effective than medicine.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见第三、六两段。作者主要介绍了两位相关领域的专家对认知行为疗法的不同见解和观点，均能在有关段落找到。

15．David Burns has been popularizing CBT for three decades, but he thinks that the related studies are still not convincing enough(underwhelming) and the research methods should be further improved. He holds that “human variables”, including their motivation, must be taken into consideration in study.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见第七段。作者介绍了David Burns写的书中对认知行为疗法的看法和研究。

Passage 6


Questions 16～18


Is this the last gasp for the tobacco industry? Scientists have come up with a vaccine that can block the effects of nicotine for up to a year. The vaccine will initially be targeted at the 85％ of smokers who want to give up the habit. Although the drug would not take away the nicotine craving, cigarettes would become completely unsatisfying, making it pointless to smoke them.

The drug could also be used to vaccinate youngsters before they even started smoking. Most adults who smoke began the habit while in their teens, so an annual vaccination for those aged 12 to 20 could prevent the industry recruiting new customers. “The potential for this kind of drug is huge，” said John Shields, senior vice-president of research at Cantab, the British developers.

Making such a drug available to the public would be a landmark in the history of vaccines. Until now almost all vaccines have been targeted at micro-organisms such as viruses and bacteria. It would be the first time this sort of approach had been used to alter behaviour on such a potentially large scale. Vaccination depends on activating the immune system to recognise and destroy an invading organism or molecule. Previous attempts to develop a vaccine against nicotine have foundered because the nicotine molecule was too small to be recognised. The solution adopted by Cantab—and by Nabi, a rival American firm conducting similar research—is to attach the nicotine molecule to a much larger one.

Cantab's vaccine uses a protein stripped from the toxin produced by cholera bacteria. The protein is known to be safe because it is the basis for the cholera vaccine. Between one and four nicotine molecules are attached to each protein molecule, making them large enough for the body's defences to recognise them as a hostile invader. Once alerted, the immune system starts to make antibodies specifically targeted for nicotine. They then bind to every nicotine molecule they can find and destroy them. It means that hardly any nicotine can pass from the blood into the brain where it would normally have its effect. Cantab has already started tests using a trial version of the vaccine and plans full-scale trials early next year. A similar vaccine, aimed at helping cocaine addicts, is already well into its final trials.

Frank Stonebanks, a spokesman for Nabi which is about to commence similar trials, said he foresaw a day when parents would get their children vaccinated against smoking in the way that most are inoculated today against tuberculosis. “Such drugs would also have huge potential in the Third World where tobacco addiction costs people a much bigger proportion of their income，” he said.

Both companies emphasise that it will be at least three years before a vaccine becomes widely available. It would probably be used in conjunction with behavioural therapy since many smokers light up for social reasons as well as addictive ones. The development coincides with a sharp increase in smoking among youngsters. In the past three decades the number of smokers has been falling steadily but the mid-1990s saw a gradual increase in the number of child smokers, especially teenage girls. Government figures show that every day about 450 British youngsters start smoking while another 330 adults die from tobacco-related illnesses such as lung cancer and heart disease. Half of all smokers in Britain die prematurely because of their habit. (0003)



16．What can we learn about the basic principle of vaccination from the passage?

17．What is nicotine vaccine? What is the major difference between nicotine vaccine and other medical vaccines?

18．What was the major difficulty in developing nicotine vaccine? How was it solved?

【内容概要】

本文介绍一种可帮助人体抵御烟草诱惑的新型疫苗。此疫苗虽不能消除烟瘾，但却可有效阻止尼古丁对人脑的作用，破坏吸烟者的体验；该疫苗可用于预防青少年吸烟，有效期长达一年。以注射疫苗的方式来改变人的行为，这在疫苗史上尚属首次。由于尼古丁分子体积过小，研究者便将其附着在一种较大的蛋白质分子上，以便于免疫系统的识别。免疫系统一旦被激活，便会产生一种抗体以专门消灭尼古丁分子。尼古丁无法通过血液到达大脑，自然也就失去了对人体的作用。有人预见在不远的未来，家长会让孩子像接种其他疫苗一样接种预防吸烟的疫苗。在青少年烟民数量剧增、烟草对人类健康危害日趋严重的背景下，此疫苗的出现堪称福音。

【词语解析】

antibody n
 . 抗体

cholera n
 . 霍乱

cocaine n
 . 可卡因

founder v
 . 失败

inoculate v
 . 接种，打预防针

someone's/something's last gasp 最后的喘息；垂死挣扎

toxin n
 . 毒素

vaccinate v
 . 给…接种疫苗

vaccine n
 . 疫苗

【参考答案与解析】

16．According to the passage, vaccination works through activating the immune system of human body so that it could recognize and destroy invading molecules or organisms such as viruses and bacteria.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。第三段第四句是本题直接的答题依据，意即接种疫苗是通过激活人体的免疫系统，使其识别并破坏入侵分子或微生物的原理来起作用的。

17．Nicotine vaccine is a kind of new vaccine developed to be used by smokers who are going to quit smoking or to be applied to young people even before they start smoking. Nicotine vaccine is different from other medical vaccines in that it is developed to help people get rid of the smoking habit while other medical vaccines are used to destroy microorganisms such as viruses and bacteria.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。文章第一、二两段首先介绍了nicotine vaccine的诞生及其作用；第三段中则将这种特殊的疫苗同传统的疫苗进行了对比，突出了其在抵御对象上的特殊性。

18．The major difficulty in developing nicotine vaccine lay in the fact that the nicotine molecule is too small to be discovered by the immune system. This problem was solved by attaching nicotine molecules to protein molecules from cholera vaccine which are large enough to be found and destroyed by the body's defenses.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。第三段最后一部分提到了过去研制nicotine vaccine的失败经过，并指出这是由于尼古丁分子过小所造成的；针对这一难题，文章第四段详细介绍了Cantab公司是采用了何种方法最终将疫苗研制成功的。

Passage 7


Questions 19～21


In an age where people promiscuously post personal data on the web and regularly click “I agree” to reams of legalese they have never read, news of yet another electronic consent form might seem like a big yawn. But for the future of genomics-related research the Portable Legal Consent, to be announced shortly by Sage Bionetworks, a non-profit research organisation based in Seattle, is anything but mundane. Indeed, by reversing the normal way consent to use personal data is acquired from patients in clinical trials, it could spell a new relationship between scientists and the human subjects of their research, with potential benefits that extend well beyond genomics.

The heart of Portable Legal Consent is the notion that anyone who signs up for a clinical trial, or simply has his genome read in order to anticipate the risk of disease, should easily be able to share his genomic and health data not just with that research group or company, but with all scientists who are prepared in turn to accept some sensible rules about how they may use the data. The main one of these is that the results of investigations which include such “open source” data must, themselves, be freely and publicly available. In much the same vein as the open-source-software movement, the purpose of this is to increase the long-term value of the data, by allowing them to be reused in ways that may not even have been conceived of at the time they were collected.

That approach contrasts with today's system of secretive data silos for particular studies of specific diseases. Patients sometimes discover that they have even signed away their rights to see their own data. That may serve the narrow interests of a research group or drug company intent on keeping competitors at bay. But the potential of genomic data to provide further insights, perhaps in completely novel contexts, is huge. Also, teasing out correlations between particular genotypes and diseases in a statistically meaningful way requires large sets of data; the larger the set, the more believable the correlations. Portable Legal Consent brings the promise of very large data sets indeed.

Even for academia and industry, these benefits should eventually outweigh the short-term drawbacks of sharing. Indeed, according to John Wilbanks, the creator of Portable Legal Consent, representatives of several drug companies have expressed enthusiasm about Sage Bionetworks' approach. And appealing features, such as so-called syndicating technology, which automatically informs both researchers and volunteers about new data relevant to a specific drug or disease, should reduce the resistance of individual researchers to the loss of control of what they used to think of as their own data. Of course, sharing in this open-ended way carries risks. The data involved are “de-identified”—meaning they cannot immediately be traced to a specific individual. But as Mr Wilbanks notes, this is not a foolproof guarantee of anonymity.

Data shared might, for example, be traced back to their owner by sophisticated search algorithms. Or some malevolent hacker might expose them to the world. Those squeamish about sharing their personal information should probably not sign the consent form, Mr Wilbanks counsels. But those who believe the benefit of doing so—accelerating the pace of medical research—outweighs the risks can start to pool their own data next month on a special website: weconsent.us. To make sure consent is truly informed, Mr Wilbanks and his team have gone to great lengths to explain the consequences to signatories. There is an online tutorial that cannot be bypassed. Uploaded information may be removed from the database on request, at any time, but the provider is clearly warned that it may have already found its way into places from which it cannot be erased.

Sage Bionetworks hopes 25,000 people will sign up in the first year, either because trial organisers choose to adopt the protocol or volunteers insist on it. But to be really useful, the database would need to grow to ten or 100 times this size. Mr Wilbanks has therefore started discussions with several firms that offer commercial genetic tests for a range of diseases. It is also linking up with an organisation that helps almost 150,000 people find those with similar illnesses, in order to share their experiences.

So far, the Portable Legal Consent is valid only in America, although Sage Bionetworks is looking at ways of adapting it to fit the legal frameworks of China and the EU. How quickly the idea will catch on remains to be seen. But if it does, other sorts of researchers who rely on gathering personal data—for example in sociology or in tracking energy use in homes—may find it attractive. And that would enable research of a sort that is now impossible, by opening up the field of quantifiable social science. (1209)



19．What is the Portable Legal Consent? Why does the author say that the Consent is “anything but mundane” (para.1)?

20．What are the possible advantages of this consent?

21．Why does the author say “sharing in this open-ended way carries risks” (para. 4)? And why does he say that the benefit “outweighs the risks” (para. 5)?

【内容概要】

文章主题与医学伦理学相关，揭示在基因技术迅速发展的前提下，一个人在接受临床检查中，面临着一个是否愿意把自己的相关基因和健康信息提供给有关研究人员使用，换言之，即是否同意把这些数据输入“开放源（open source）”，以供公共免费使用，其理据是，以极大的数据为基础，科研人员有可能对重大疾病等的病因有更深入的发现，从而找到治愈的方法，从而有益于个人和社会的健康长寿进步。当然这一做法中牵涉到私密保护的de-identified（个人身份特征消除）问题。不过，从长远来看，这可能意味着随着科学技术的发展，人类在社会伦理方面的又一进步。

【词语解析】

bypass v
 . 避开，绕…而行

catch on v
 . 流行，风行，受欢迎

genotype n
 . 基因型，遗传型

mundane a
 . 平凡的，平淡的

portable a
 . 便携式的，手提式的，可移动的

reams n
 . 大量

sign away v
 . 签字放弃或让与（所有权、索赔、权利等）

silo n
 . 发射井

tease out v
 . （用手指）把…耐心地拿掉（弄直，松开）

vein n
 . 格调，风格，情调

【参考答案与解析】

19．It is an “electronic consent form” announced by Sage Bionetworks and related to the future of genomics-related research. It is established to form a new relationship between scientists and the human subjects of their research. The main point of this Consent is: anyone who signs up for a clinical trial or has his genome read in order to anticipate the risk of disease, s/he should be able to share his genomic and health data with that research group and scientists who are prepared in turn to accept some sensible rules about how they may use the data. The author suggests that the potential benefits from the Consent would extend “well beyond genomics”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第一、二两段。Portable Legal Consent（随带式法律允诺书）由一非赢利研究机构推出，牵涉到个人基因信息被公共机构及研究人员为社会公众利益使用的允诺书，与一般的法律允诺文件有很大差别。作者给出了简要说明。

20．With this consent, it is allowed to establish a sort of “open source” data, and the results of such investigations would be “freely and publicly available” so as to increase the “long term value of the data” which will be allowed to be reused in ways “that may not even have been imagined” or expected at the time of collection. It also displays a sharp contrast with today's popular “system of secretive data silos”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要在第二段，后续的三、四段给予进一步补充说明。作者对这一随着基因技术、电脑技术和大规模信息收集整理统计技术的发展而推出的做法给予介绍，指出对未来长远的医学科学发展潜在的重大意义。考生可给出自己的总结。

21．According to the article, although the data can be “de-identified”, it is not a foolproof guarantee of anonymmity, and the owner might be traced from data shared or even exposed publicly by evil hackers. In this sense, an individual's privacy might be violated.

On the other hand, the benefit of sharing such data would include accelerating the development of medical research and enabling the development of research of a sort that is now impossible through opening up the field of quantified social science.

本题考查对文章提供的基本信息的理解，见第四、五段，作者对这一个人允诺公共机构及相关研究人员运用个人基因信息的做法给出了较为客观的评价，既点明其积极的巨大的潜在作用，也提出了可能存在的风险，同时对二者之间的孰轻孰重给出了个人的评论。


环境保护


 选择题

Passage 1


Questions 1～5


Senator Barbara Boxer (D) of California announced this month she intends to move ahead with legislation designed to lower the emission of greenhouse gases that are linked by many scientists to climate change. But the approach she's taking is flawed, and the current financial crisis can help us understand why.

The centerpiece of this approach is the creation of a market for trading carbon emission credits. These credits would be either distributed free of charge or auctioned to major emitters of greenhouse gases. The firms could then buy and sell permits under federally mandated emissions caps. If a company is able to cut emissions, it can sell excess credits for a profit. If it needs to emit more, it can buy permits on the market from other firms.

“Cap and trade，” as it is called, is advocated by several policymakers, industry leaders, and activists who want to fight global warming. But it's based on the trade of highly volatile financial instruments: risky at best. The better approach to climate change? A direct tax placed on emissions of greenhouse gases. The tax would create a market price for carbon emissions and lead to emissions reductions or new technologies that cut greenhouse gases. This is an approach favored by many economists as the financially sensible way to go. And it is getting a closer look by some industry professionals and lawmakers.

At first blush, it might seem crazy to advocate a tax increase during a major recession. But there are several virtues of a tax on carbon emissions relative to a cap-and-trade program. For starters, the country already has a mechanism in place to deal with taxes. Tax collection is something the government has abundant experience with. A carbon trading scheme, on the other hand, requires the creation of elaborate new markets, institutions, and regulations to oversee and enforce it.

Another relative advantage of the tax is its flexibility. It is easier to adjust the tax to adapt to changing economic, scientific, or other circumstances. If the tax is too low to be effective, it can be raised easily. If it is too burdensome it can be relaxed temporarily. In contrast, a cap-and-trade program creates emissions permits that provide substantial economic value to firms and industries. These assets limit the program's flexibility once under way, since market actors then have an interest in maintaining the status quo to preserve the value of the assets. What's more, they can be a recipe for trouble. As my American Enterprise Institute colleagues Ken Green, Steve Hayward, and Kevin Hassett pointed out two years ago, “sudden changes in economic conditions could lead to significant price volatility in a cap-and-trade program that would be less likely under a carbon-tax regime.”

Recent experience bears this out. Europe has in place a cap-and-trade program that today looks a little like the American mortgage-backed securities market—it's a total mess. The price of carbon recently fell—plummeting from over $30 to around $12 per ton—as European firms unloaded their permits on the market in an effort to shore up deteriorating balance sheets during the credit crunch. It is this shaky experience with cap-and-trade that might explain an unlikely advocate of a carbon tax. Earlier this year, ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson pointed in a speech to the problems with Europe's cap-and-trade program—such as the program's volatility and lack of transparency—as reasons he prefers a carbon tax.

That said, new taxes are a tough sell in Washington, which helps explain the current preference for a cap-and-trade scheme. Despite this, there are ways to make a carbon tax more politically appealing. The first is to insist that it be “revenue neutral”. This means that any revenues collected from the tax are used to reduce taxes elsewhere, such as payroll taxes.

The advantage of this approach is that it places a burden on something that is believed by many to be undesirable (greenhouse-gas emissions) while relieving a burden on something that is desirable (work). Another selling point is that the tax can justify the removal of an assortment of burdensome and costly regulations such as CAFE standards for car. These regulations become largely redundant in an era of carbon taxes.

But it may be that a carbon tax doesn't need an elaborate sales pitch today when the alternative is trading carbon permits. The nation's recent experience with Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and the mortgage-backed securities market should prompt Congress to think twice when a member proposes the creation of a highly politicized market for innovative financial instruments, no matter how well intentioned the program may be. (0909)

【内容概要】

本文内容从美国加利福尼亚州的参议员Barbara Boxer提出的一个旨在降低温室气体排放量的新方案开始。该方案的中心思想是创建碳排放许可（carbon emission credits）的交易市场。这需要一系列准备工作，如创建新的市场和监管的具体实施等。相比之下，直接征收温室气体排放税是金融危机背景下解决气候变化问题的更好选择。在面临经济危机之机提高税收的做法似乎很疯狂，但是在已有相应税收机构的前提下，这个方法较容易实施，也较为灵活。作者同时举了欧洲的例子以证明直接征税的方法较为可行，而碳排放交易的方案效果并不理想。

【词语解析】

at first blush prep
 . 乍看时，乍一看

bear out v
 . 为…作证，证实，支持

credit crunch n
 . 信用紧张

flaw v
 . 损坏，毁坏

payroll n
 . （公司的）工资总支出；工薪总额

plummet v
 . 垂直落下，骤然跌落，暴跌，速降

redundant a
 . 不需要的；多余的

sales pitch n
 . 商品推销，游说

shore up v
 . （用支柱）支撑（住），挽救

volatile a
 . 易变的

1．The author introduces Senator Barbara Boxer in the passage because she________.

（A）has made suggestions to ease the current financial crisis

（B）is a pioneer in the reduction of greenhouse gases emission

（C）is well-known for her proposal on legislation reform

（D）plans to propose the legislation of cap-and-trade program

2．Which of the following CANNOT be true about the carbon emission credits system?

（A）The use of carbon credits would show clearly emitters' efforts in carbon cutting.

（B）The credits might be distributed free or auctioned to the emitters.

（C）The price of carbon credits could fluctuate with changing economic conditions.

（D）The credits can be bought and sold between emitters for profits.

3．According to the passage, the cap-and-trade program________.

（A）will be much more useful in fighting global warming

（B）will not be as effective as a tax on carbon emissions

（C）is being examined by industry professionals and lawmakers

（D）is supported by many policymakers, industry leaders and activists

4．The expression “to shore up” in the sentence “as European firms unloaded their permits on the market in an effort to shore up deteriorating balance sheets during the credit crunch”(para. 6) can best paraphrased as________.

（A）to eliminate

（B）to revise and regulate

（C）to give support to

（D）to correct and restructure

5．In the last paragraph, the author mentions Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the mortgage-backed securities to tell the Congress that________.

（A）the experience with Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the mortgage-backed securities will be useful for the creation of a highly politicized market

（B）the lessons from Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the mortgage-backed securities should not be neglected

（C）the argument over cap-and-trade program and direct tax on carbon emissions should be stopped

（D）the legislation for a cap-and-trade scheme will prove to be the solution to greenhouse gases emission

【解析】

1．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。了解文章大意，并理清脉络后可发现，作者在文章一开头即介绍Senator Barbara Boxer是为了引入她的旨在降低温室气体排放量的新方案，选项D（计划提议让cap-and-trade方案通过立法确立）正确反映作者的意图，为正确选项。选项A错，选项B和C的意思成立，但作为作者介绍该参议员的主要原因不妥，予以排除。

2．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，须采用排除法。选项B在文中第二段被明确提及。从第五、六段中，可以看出选项C的说法与文内一致，排放许可证的价格会随经济环境波动；且作者也提到，如企业能减少排放，则可出售多余的排放许可证，若想要排放更多，则可从别的公司买入许可证，选项D的说法也与文章介绍的一致。选项A说碳排放许可的使用清楚展示了企业在减少碳排放上的努力，这一推断从文中难以得出，应为答案。

3．答案是B。纵观全文，作者的观点是cap-and-trade program不如征税方案有效，选项B正确。选项A、C和D都未能从文章中得到明确的支持。

4．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和短语的能力。第六段中作者举例证明了经济环境的改变会导致碳排放许可方案中价格的不稳定。欧洲的企业在市场上抛售许可证是为了支撑在困境中业绩下降的资产负债表。选项C准确推断出原句所含的意思，选项A、B和D都未能准确解读原文的意思，不符合题意。

5．答案是B。本题考查对文章隐含意思的理解。作者在最后一段中称，Fannie Mae，Freddie Mac和mortgage-backed securities事件应让国会在面对新金融手段提案时慎重考虑高度政治性的市场，无论提案的出发点有多好。即使我们不了解这几起金融事件，但从作者的语气中可推测这几个经历并不成功，应从中吸取教训。选项B正确。选项A的说法与文中表达的意思相异，选项C称关于两个方案的争论应停止的看法无法推断；选项D对cap-and-trade scheme持赞成态度，都不是作者的用意所在，应予排除。

Passage 2


Questions 6～10


In Idaho's Snake River Valley, where potato farmers depend on electric pumps to water their crops, the state's largest power company hopes to stand tradition on its head and profit by selling farmers less, not more, electricity. To do that, Idaho Power is vastly expanding its energy-efficiency programs for 395,000 residential customers, small businesses, and farmers. Usually the more customers save, the less utilities make. But under an innovative deal with state regulators in March, Idaho Power gets paid for its plants and equipment and boosts profits by winning incentive payments for reducing electric demand.

It's an idea that appears to be catching on as legislatures fret about global warming and utilities scramble to meet rising demand without the increasing harassment and cost of building new power plants. Idaho is among 13 states whose regulators have either adopted or proposed measures in the past year to decouple utility profit from electricity production. Decoupling is advancing even faster for natural-gas utilities, with 25 states either adopting or proposing decoupling plans in recent years. “This wave toward ‘decoupling’ is clearly gathering momentum，” says Martin Kushler of the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy in Washington. “More states seem to be calling every week to find out about this.”

Although California pioneered the idea 25 years ago-and strengthened incentives and penalties last month-interest is picking up again because of global warming, experts say. The main idea is that by rearranging the incentive structure, regulators can give utilities clear incentives to push energy efficiency and conservation without hurting their bottom lines. Under the new rules in California, for example, electric utilities could make as much as $150 million extra if they can persuade Californians to save some $2 billion worth of power, according to the Natural Resources Defense Council.

“This is a vital step in the global-warming fight，” says Audrey Chang, an NRDC researcher. “It represents, we hope, a historic shift toward decoupling that is going to help bend the energy demand curve downwards.” Beside Idaho, states that this year adopted decoupling for some or all of its electric power industry include New York, Connecticut, and Vermont. At least nine other states have seen major decoupling proposals this year.

Idaho Power is happy that its key fixed costs—plants and equipment—are now separated from variable costs of electricity sales such as fuel. Regulators annually readjust those fixed rates—up or down—a maximum of 3 percent to ensure that the company gets no more or less than it has been regulated to receive. But customers should benefit, too, as utility efficiency programs cut energy use and energy bills—something the company is trying hard to do so it can win a bonus if it meets or exceeds energy-cutting goals. “Before there was almost a disincentive to go hard at efficiency because we weren't recovering our fixed costs，” says Mike Youngblood, an analyst for Idaho Power. “Now the anticipation is that we will recover our fixed cost, no more or less. And our customers will see their bill go down if they invest in energy efficiency.”

One key reason utilities are often willing to decouple or even leading proponents of the proposals is because the costs of building a power plant has risen dramatically. A 500-megawatt coal-fired plant that cost $1 billion just a few years ago might cost $1.5 billion today, industry experts say. Add to that growing uncertainty about future costs. Global-warming legislation could put a price of $30 per ton on carbon-dioxide emissions from power plants. That could make coal, the cheapest power today, more costly. Another factor is the rising community opposition to coal-fired power plant construction.

In North Carolina, where regulators recently refused a Duke Energy Corp. proposal to build a power plant, the company has instead put forward a controversial decoupling proposal. The plan would pay the company to meet efficiency standards, although consumer advocates and even environmental groups question whether it's a good deal for ratepayers. In fact, some consumer advocates have major reservations about decoupling overall. “Unfortunately, we're seeing utilities trying to use decoupling as a blank check，” says Charles Acquard, executive director of the National Association of State Utility Consumer Advocates in Silver Spring, Md. “We're not absolutely opposed to decoupling. It's how you do it that's critical.” (0803)

【内容概要】

本文涉及美国的节电节能新举措。在发电厂鼓励用户少用电达到一定的节电指标后，政府将给予电厂相当数量的补贴和奖励，此举使得电厂的利润不因用户少用电而遭受影响。文章介绍说，公用事业公司对生产和利润采取分离的做法大多表示支持，因为新建电厂的成本的激增和其他环保法规引起了生产成本的增加，政府这一补贴至少可以收回固定成本方面的支出。文章也提到了consumer advocates对电厂等公用事业公司采取decoupling政策的不同意见。

【词语解析】

decouple v
 . 使分离，拆开

disincentive n
 . 制止因素，起抑制作用的事物

fret v
 . （使）烦恼，烦躁

megawatt n
 . 兆瓦（特）

ratepayer n
 . 纳税人

scramble v
 . 争夺，抢夺，仓促行动

6．What is the main idea of the passage?

（A）Electric utilities lose more profits from reducing electric demand.

（B）Electric utilities gain more profits from increasing electric demand.

（C）The more electricity customers save, the less profits utilities make.

（D）The more electricity customers save, the more incentive payments utilities get.

7．Which of the following gives the best definition of the expression “to stand tradition on its head” (para. 1)?

（A）To criticize tradition.

（B）To go against tradition.

（C）To carry forward tradition.

（D）To integrate tradition.

8．In the passage, the measures of decoupling used in utility efficiency programs refer to the practice of________.

（A）separating the utility profits from power production

（B）combining fixed costs with variable costs

（C）strengthening both incentives and penalties

（D）rearranging the incentive structure

9．According to the passage, when Idaho Power is building plants and purchasing equipment, such fixed costs________.

（A）will no longer be treated as the costs of electricity sales

（B）will partially be covered by state regulators

（C）are still to be recovered by the companies

（D）are paid from customers' electricity bills

10．All of the following are the reasons why electric utilities welcome decoupling EXCEPT________.

（A）the rapidly rising cost of building power plants

（B）the uncertainty about future costs

（C）the community opposition to the building of coal-fired power plants

（D）the reservations consumer advocates have about energy-saving measures

【解析】

6．答案为D。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳。这一主题内容的表述在第一段即可看到，在全文中则时有补充说明。选项A与文章介绍的新举措相异，选项B与本文介绍的做法相背，选项C表达了一般情况下可能产生的情况，但与本文提倡的相反，均予排除。

7．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的意思。该短语就在文章第一段的句首。该句一开始就点出本文主题（当然全文作了进一步的解释说明），作者在用了稍稍有点抽象意义的、带有比喻特征的to stand tradition on its head之后，随即就把叙述的具体内容一锅“端出”：电力公司希望(to) profit by selling farmers less, not more, electricity，以此吸引读者的眼球，继续关注下面的内容。由此推断，这两个不定式短语的意思是相近的，即与习惯做法、与传统的赢利模式相反（去赢利）。选项A与原义有距离，选项C和原义完全相反，选项D和文章的意思也不一致。

8．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要是对政府有关部门推出的decoupling政策的解释说明。内容主要在第二段。该词有前缀de- 和couple构成，意为“使分离，拆开”，多作比喻义用。关于该政策，文中前后有几次说明，选项B不是该措施的主要内容，选项C总结的角度不当，选项D点出了政府的激励措施，但角度不当。

9．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文作出正确的推断分析能力。文章举了Idaho Power的例子，具体介绍了该厂的各项成本支出和收入赢利情况。据工厂估算，在原来的政策下，由于各方面成本的上升，新建、扩建厂房的成本将很难收回。在新的鼓励环保节约的政策支持下，这样的固定成本支出可以得到相当的补贴而不至于造成亏损。选项A的说明不合经营常理，选项C的意思与文章介绍的相反，选项D的做法在一般的情况下是可以成立的，就本文而言，显然不当。

10．答案为D。本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解。题目要求回答电厂欢迎即将出台的decollpling政策的原因，采用排除法。选项A、B、C均表达了在新政策下，工厂有可能得益的情况，应予排除。

Passage 3


Questions 11～15


Historically, TV's interest in “green” issues has been limited to the green that spends and makes the world go round. (That, and Martians.) As for environmentalism, TV is where people watch SUV ads on energy-sucking giant screens that are as thirsty as a Bavarian at Oktoberfest.

But with the greening of politics and pop culture—from Al Gore to Leo DiCaprio to Homer and Marge in The Simpsons Movie—TV is jumping on the biodiesel-fueled band-wagon. In November, NBC (plus Bravo, Sci Fi and other sister channels) will run a week of green-themed episodes, from news to sitcoms. CBS has added a “Going Green” segment to The Early Show. And Fox says it will work climate change into the next season of 24. (“Dammit, Chloe, there's no time! The polar ice cap's going to melt in 15 minutes！”)

On HGTV's Living with Ed, actor Ed Begley Jr. offers tips for eco-living from his solar-powered house in Studio City, Calif. —see him energy-audit Cheryl Tiegs! —while Sundance airs its documentary block “The Green.” MTV will set The Real World: Hollywood in a “green” house. Next year Discovery launches 24-hour eco-lifestyle channel Planet Green, a plan validated this spring when the eco-minded documentary Planet Earth became a huge hit for Discovery. “Green is part of ［Discovery's］ heritage，” says Planet Green president Eileen O'Neill. “But as pop culture was starting to recognize it, we realized we could do a better job positioning ourselves.”

Clearly this is not all pure altruism. Those popular, energy-stingy compact fluorescent bulbs? NBC's owner, General Electric, has managed to sell one or two. “When you have them being a market leader and saying this makes good business sense, people listen to that on ［the TV］ side，” says Lauren Zalaznick, Bravo Media president, who is heading NBC's effort. And green pitches resonate with young and well-heeled viewers (the type who buy Priuses and $2-a-lb. organic apples), two groups the networks are fond of. NBC is confident enough in its green week's appeal to schedule it in sweeps.

It's an unlikely marriage of motives. Ad-supported TV is a consumption medium: it persuades you to want and buy stuff. Traditional home shows about renovating and decorating are catnip for retailers like Lowe's and Home Depot. Of course, there are green alternatives to common purchases: renewable wood, Energy Star appliances, hybrid cars. But sometimes the greener choice is simply not to buy so much junk—not the friendliest sell to advertisers.

The bigger hurdle, though, may be creative. How the NBC shows will work in the messages is still up in the air. (Will the Deal or No Deal babes wear hemp miniskirts? Will the Bionic Woman get wired for solar?) Interviewed after the 24 announcement, executive producer Howard Gordon hedged a bit on Fox's green promises: “It'll probably be more in the props. We might see somebody drive a hybrid.”

Will it work? Green is a natural fit on cable lifestyle shows or news programs—though enlisting a news division to do advocacy has its own issues. But commanding a sitcom like The Office to work in an earnest environmental theme sounds like the kind of high-handed p.r. directive that might be satirized on, well, The Office. Even Begley—formerly of St. Elsewhere—notes that the movie Chinatown worked because it kept the subplot about the water supply in Los Angeles well in the background: “It's a story about getting away with murder, and the water story is woven in.”

Of course, in an era of rampant product placement, there are worse things than persuading viewers to buy a less wasteful light bulb by hanging one over Jack Bauer as he tortures a terrorist. The greatest challenge—for viewers as well as programmers—is not letting entertainment become a substitute for action; making and watching right-minded shows isn't enough in itself. The 2007 Emmy Awards, for a start, aims to be carbon neutral: solar power, biodiesel generators, hybrids for the stars, bikes for production assistants—though the Academy cancelled Fox's idea to change the red carpet, no kidding, to green. The most potent message may be seeing Hollywood walk the walk, in a town in which people prefer to drive. (0803)

【内容概要】

本文介绍的green issues转到了今天的一大媒介——电视和电视节目方面。文章开始就罗列了美国的几大电视台推出的各种以green为题的电视节目等。但作者指出这些表面上提倡和宣传环保的做法is not all pure altruism。电视媒介归根结底是一个consumption medium，是为宣传和推销产品（当然这些推销的产品大多都和环保挂上名头）提供服务的，赢利是其重大目标之一。这样的推销手段是否真正有效则是另一回事。在product placement（植入式营销）盛行的今天，真正的挑战在于：无论是电视节目观众还是节目的制作者，不能光用娱乐来替代实际行动，要真正降低二氧化碳的排放、保护环境，需要的是实实在在的行动。

【词语解析】

biodiesel-fueled a
 . 采用生物燃料的

catnip n
 . 猫薄荷，樟脑草

directive n
 . 指示，命令

eco-living n
 . 生态生活

eco-minded a
 . 关注生态的

energy-stingy a
 . 节省能源的

hemp n
 . 大麻，大麻纤维

high-handed a
 . 高压的，专横的

props＝property n
 . 道具

rampant a
 . 蔓生的，猖獗的

right-minded a
 . 思想正直的，头脑正常的

validate v
 . 批准，使生效

walk the walk 徒步行走

well-heeled a
 . 有钱的，富裕的，阔气的

11．Which of the following does not serve as the example to support the statement “TV is jumping on the biodiesel-fueled bandwagon”? (para. 2)

（A）MTV: The Real World: Hollywood will be set in a “green” house.

（B）NBC: The program of the Deal or No Deal will be continued.

（C）NBC: A week of green-themed episodes is being planned.

（D）CBS: A “Going Green” program has been added to The Early Show.

12．By stating that “Clearly this is not all pure altruism.” (para. 4), the author is________.

（A）highly appreciative

（B）somewhat critical

（C）ironic and negative

（D）subjective and passionate

13．Why does the author mention in paragraph 4 the two groups the networks are fond of?

（A）They are the main target of the consumption medium.

（B）They are the advocates of green movement.

（C）They are most representative of today's audience.

（D）They are young adults and senior citizens.

14．Which of the following best explains the sentence “It's an unlikely marriage of motives.”? (para. 5)

（A）Ad-supported TV has consistent motives.

（B）The main target of ad-supported TV is to persuade viewers to buy more.

（C）It's impossible for TV to readjust its opposing motives.

（D）It's quite difficult for TV to integrate its motives.

15．It can be concluded from the passage that “product placement” (para. 8) is a kind of________.

（A）commodity exhibition

（B）display of products

（C）indirect advertising

（D）direct promotion strategy

【解析】

11．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要内容在第二段。文章用比喻的说法介绍电视节目开始搭上了biodiesel-fueled band-wagon，并且举了部分电视台和电视节目的名称。解本题可采用排除法，其他几个电视台及电视节目文章均有提及。

12．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的意思并对作者的态度作出推断的能力。原句位于第四段，而且显然表达了作者的某种批评意见。选项A把作者的态度说反了，选项C中的negative的概括是可以接受的，但是ironic的说法似乎勉强；选项D的概括不妥当、不正确，应予排除。

13．答案为A。本题考查对文章中的隐含意思作出推测的能力，具体为解释文章介绍的网络所喜爱的两个群体的原因。内容见第四和第五段。作者的说明比较清楚和直截了当，点明Ad-supported TV is a consumption medium。因此young and well-heeled viewers这两群人当然是其重点关注的对象。选项B是错解，选项C的表达并不正确，选项D的说明并未讲到点子上，均予排除。

14．答案为D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。主要内容在第五段。作者实际是想说明，电视台和电视节目本身是以消费者为目标的广告宣传机构（媒介），电视媒介要把消费与环保结合起来是不容易的。选项A的表达不准确，选项B说出了电视媒介的一大目标，但对问题句本身并不是全面的说明，选项C的说法过于绝对，不符合实际情况。

15．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语意思的能力。原文在第八段。作者并未直接对product placement进行解释，但是在行文中（有几处地方）点出，在电视节目的镜头中出现的布置的某些物品等，其目的是为了进行“下意识”推销。选项A、B、D或是错解或是表达不当。

Passage 4


Questions 16～20


Right now, Prince Charles is probably wishing he had hit the slopes after all. Britain's Prince of Wales decided last year to begin reducing his carbon footprint—the amount of carbon dioxide created by his activities—by cutting down on his flights abroad, including an annual skiing vacation in Switzerland. Though we should all be in the position to make such sacrifices, Charles didn't win plaudits for his holiday martyrdom. Instead British green groups, seconded by Environment Secretary David Miliband, spanked the Prince for deciding to fly to the U.S. on Jan. 27 to pick up a prestigious environmental award, arguing that the carbon emissions created by his travel canceled out his green cred.

It's too easy to mock His Royal Highness; in England it's practically the national sport. But his critics may be onto something. Jets are uniquely polluting, and the carbon they emit at high altitudes appears to have a greater warming effect than the same amount of carbon released on the ground by cars or factories. On an individual level, a single long-haul flight can emit more carbon per passenger than months of SUV driving. Though air travel is responsible for only 1.6％ of total greenhouse gas emissions, in many countries it's the fastest-growing single source—and with annual airline passengers worldwide predicted to double to 9 billion by 2025, that growth is unlikely to abate. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) put it bluntly last year: “The growth in aviation and the need to address climate change cannot be reconciled.”

One of the biggest problems, as the IPCC points out, is that the carbon emitted by air travel currently has “no technofix”. As messy a source of pollution as electricity generation and ground transportation are, technologies do exist that could drastically cut carbon from power plants and cars. Not so for planes: the same aircraft models will almost certainly be flying on the same kerosene fuel for decades.

Admittedly, the airline industry has improved efficiency over the past 40 years, with technological upgrades more than doubling efficiency. There are tweaks in aircraft operations that could nip carbon emissions even further. Virgin Atlantic airlines tycoon Richard Branson, who pledged $3 billion in the fight against climate change, advocates having planes towed on the ground rather than taxiing, which he has said could cut a yet unspecified portion of fuel on long flights. Emissions trading for the air industry could help as well, with airlines given carbon caps and then being required to purchase credits from other industries if they exceed their limits. But there's nothing on the horizon for aircraft with the carbon-cutting potential of hydrogen engines or solar energy. “It's not like having leaky home windows you can fix with double glazing，” says Leo Murray, a spokesman for the green group Plane Stupid, which led the criticism of Prince Charles.

Nor is there any replacement for long-haul air travel itself. I can take a train from Boston to Washington, but until we can figure out how to travel via fireplace, Harry Potter-style, the only way I'm getting from Tokyo to New York City is in aircraft that may emit more than 5,200 Ibs. (about 2,400 kg) of carbon per passenger, round-trip, according to one estimate. On an individual level, you can try to make your flight carbon neutral by donating to, say, a forestry project that will soak up the greenhouse gases you have created. An increasing number of airlines and travel agents do offer such options. The London-based CarbonNeutral Company reports that requests for carbon offsetting from individual travelers have jumped over the past six months. But the still tiny number of neutralized flights can hardly compensate for the rapid increases in global air travel.

So is grounding ourselves the only answer? That seems to be the conclusion of environmentalists in Britain, who also went after Prime Minister Tony Blair for a recent holiday trip to Miami. Though Blair belatedly promised to begin offsetting his leisure travel, he insisted that telling people to fly less was simply impractical—and he's probably right. Some environmentalists suggest that we could learn to live more locally, but good luck keeping them in Brighton after they've seen Beijing—and vice versa. Our best bet for now may be to limit any business and leisure flights that we can and offset the rest. So when you're pondering that luxury Swiss vacation, ask yourself: What would Prince Charles do? (0709)

【内容概要】

本文与航空飞行造成的二氧化碳排放有关。文章从介绍英国王子查尔斯一面宣称将减少他个人的碳排放量，一面却又乘飞机到瑞士滑雪度假，到美国领取环境保护奖，以及公众对其的批评开始，转而述及航空业在全球的快速发展，碳排放引起的温室气体对地球环境污染的严重后果。作者指出，航空业在提高效率、减少碳排放以及对用其他方式对碳排放超额采取补偿等做法方面确有改进，但碳排放必定随着航空业的发展、航线和航班的增加而大大增加。

【词语解析】

abate v
 . 减轻，消退

cred＝credibility n
 . 可靠性，可信性

long-haul n
 . 长途运输的

nip v
 . 钳，夹，捏，阻碍

plaudit n
 . 喝彩，赞扬

round-trip n
 . 来回旅程的，往返的

SUV＝sport-utility vehicle 多功能箱式跑车，多用途跑车

technofix n
 . 高技术解决办法

tweak n
 . 小小的改良

16．The sentence “But his critics may be onto something.” (para. 2) implies that________.

（A）the critics feel it an easy task to criticize Britain's Prince Charles

（B）the critics belong to British green groups

（C）the critics are right in pointing out the critical issue in environmental pollution

（D）the critics know that long-haul flights emit more carbon dioxide than car driving

17．Which of the following would be the author's major concern?

（A）Air travel is responsible for only 1.6％ of total greenhouse gas emissions.

（B）The carbon emission by air travel is growing faster than by other industries.

（C）The annual airline passengers worldwide are predicted to double to 9 billion by 2025.

（D）The carbon released by jets, cars and factories all produces a warming effect.

18．What does the author mean by saying that “the carbon emitted by air travel currently has ‘no technofix’”? (para. 3)

（A）Technologies for carbon reduction in all industries, including aviation, do not exist yet.

（B）Technologies are not available for carbon reduction with the current aircraft models.

（C）Technologies designed to cut pollution from electricity generation and from air travel are not the same.

（D）Technologies to cut carbon from power plants cannot be used to cut carbon from planes.

19．The word “tweaks” in the sentence “There are tweaks in aircraft operations that could nip carbon emissions even further.” (para. 4) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）theoretical possibilities

（B）great inventions

（C）minor improvements

（D）technological upgrades

20．What does the expression “neutralized flights” (para. 5) mean in the passage?

（A）You compensate for emission of your flight by joining environmental activities.

（B）You replace long-haul air travel by sea or by train to reduce carbon emission.

（C）You travel less by air so as to cut carbon emission.

（D）You neutralize your flight carbon by being an environmentalist and by taking as few business and leisure flights as possible.

【解析】

16．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。该句出于第二段。作者显然对Prince Charles的批评者持肯定的态度。选项A的意思在原语境中无法接受，选项B的意思本身可以成立，但在这里是错解，选项D本身也是一个意思完整正确的句子，但不是该句所蕴涵的意思。

17．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体为在文中体现的作者重点关注的问题。选项A、C、D均为文中提到的事实、作出的预测、或相关数据，但不是作者重点关注的主要方面，应予排除。

18．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。该句位于第三段。从上下文可以看出，对发电厂和汽车排放的二氧化碳来说，目前已有技术可以进行控制或大幅降低。而对飞机在高空排放的二氧化碳来说，目前的技术都难以解决问题。选项A概括过于宽泛，选项C的意思本身无法否定，但不属本句所指，选项D句子本身也成立，但也不是作者想表达的意思。technofix为一新的组合词，由technology＋fix组成，techno（高技术）现已成为一个构词能力很强的前缀。

19．答案为C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。该句位于第四段，从后面的补语成分that could nip carbon emissions even further看，tweaks一词应有“…措施、手段”等义。选项A过于抽象了些，选项B的描述稍有些偏，选项D的语义基本是对的，但也有些“过头”。

20．答案为A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力。该词语位于第五段。就飞机乘客而言，每一次乘飞机都承担了碳排放的责任，而迄今为止作为个人唯一能为这一行为作出补偿的是参加某项形式的环保活动（make your flight carbon neutral by donating to a forestry project）。选项B也是一种降低碳排放的选择，但与本句表达的意思不一，选项C同样是一种降低、减少碳排放的选择，但仍不是本文所谓的neutralized flights的意思，选项D前半句的意思接近答案，但是后半句的意思造成了某种偏离。

Passage 5


Questions 21～25


As he hiked up a steep trail winding into the Great Smoky Mountains National Park a few days ago, Don Barger reached into his pack, pulled out his cellphone—and turned it off. “The last thing you want to hear as you're rounding a bend out here is a cellphone ring or some guy talking to his broker or ordering pizza，” he says. “But that's what's happening in our national parks these days.” At least 30 national parks now sport cellphone towers or other antennas, according to a newly released partial inventory by the National Park Service. This list, the first of its kind, is evidence that phone companies are targeting America's national parks for business.

The result, critics say, is a much-degraded visual experience when a tower sprouts on an otherwise pristine landscape—or a jarring aural annoyance when a cellphone rings deep in nature. In May, three cell towers proposed for a scenic road in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park caused a public outcry. “It is one of the worst ideas we have heard，” wrote Sen. Lamar Alexander and Rep. John Duncan Jr., both Tennessee Republicans. Within weeks of their letter to Fran Mainella, director of the National Park Service, the wireless company had dropped its plan.

Similarly, a new cellphone tower in full view of the famous geyser at Yellowstone National Park now raises the ire of some visitors. The park's “custodians have been unfaithful to Old Faithful，” according to Frank Buono, a former National Park Service manager and board member of Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER). The treasured view has been handled “with all the care of a strip mall.” The tower is an “incompatible structure” with a “very noticeable adverse effect，” adds the Wyoming State Historic Preservation Office. The public onslaught has caused the park service to reverse its decision. A Yellowstone spokesman says tower height and appearance are under review and a moratorium has been placed on permits for new cellphone towers until a management plan is developed. But the towers have come in handy, park personnel say.

“Using cell service where we can allows better visitor safety services，” says Al Nash, a park spokesman. While two-way radios work fine for park personnel, most emergency calls come from the public in developed areas of the park—and a growing number are by cellphone. “We've been surprised that all of a sudden it became a lightning rod，” adds Brian Goemmer, director of engineering and regulatory affairs for Western Wireless, the Bellevue, Wash., firm that owns the tower. It has served an important emergency function, especially for altitude- or heat-challenged visitors waiting to see Old Faithful blow off steam, he says.

Emergency use is an excuse, counters Mr. Barger, southeast regional director of the National Parks Conservation Association, a nonprofit advocacy group. While he does carry a cellphone, Barger says he can't and won't depend on the device. Instead, he always tells a relative his itinerary and return time before hiking alone.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 opened the way for cell towers on federal lands, compelling federal managers to consider them. Critics say there's no national policy that outlines when they may be rejected. But the National Park Service points to an array of national policies that govern siting of such towers. Still, the final decision lies with individual park managers, says Lee Dickinson, park service manager for special park uses who oversees permitting for telecommunications in 388 “park units”, including the 58 that carry the “national park” designation.

The park service still doesn't know exactly how many towers have sprouted in national parks. The number could easily grow since the park service's inventory is not yet complete, several observers say. Last week, PEER released documents showing that cell companies building towers in Yellowstone had supplied 70 phones and free minutes to park personnel. Also, it showed that $36,000 in annual lease fees for the towers was used to fund park-service salaries and other activities. This income is an inducement for financially stretched park managers to permit cell towers, argues Jeff Ruch, PEER executive director. But Yellow-stone's Mr. Nash says it was a tiny fraction of a $28 million budget and unlikely to be an inducement. (0503)

【内容概要】

本文围绕手机信号发射塔建设和保护美国国家公园环境的矛盾展开，以Great Smoky Mountains National Park和Yellowstone National Park为例，介绍全国至少有30多家国家公园安装了手机信号发射塔等设施，引起公众不满，介绍各界的反响和批评意见，和不同意见的争执。文章指出，1996年颁布的Telecommunications Act允许通讯公司在美国土地上建造手机信号发射塔，但并未明确规定在国家公园该如何处理，具体操作有待各公园负责人的决策。

【词语解析】

advocacy n
 . 支持，拥护，鼓吹，主张

aural a
 . 听觉的

come in handy v
 . 派得上用处

geyser n
 . （间歇）喷泉

ire n
 . 愤怒

itinerary n
 . 旅行计划，预定行程

moratorium n
 . 暂停，中止，禁止

pristine a
 . 纯洁的，未受破坏的

21．When Don Barger says “The last thing you want to hear as you're rounding a bend out here is a cellphone ring or some guy talking to his broker or ordering pizza，” he implies that________.

（A）most people visiting the national parks carry cellphones with themselves

（B）he is not interested in observing how visitors use cellphones in national parks

（C）he doesn't like to be disturbed by cellphones ringing in quiet national parks

（D）visitors should not be allowed to use cellphones in national parks

22．The expression “raises the ire” in the sentence “Similarly, a new cellphone tower in full view of the famous geyser at Yellowstone National Park now raises the ire of some visitors.” (para. 3) can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）stimulates the irony

（B）arouses the anger

（C）causes the doubt

（D）raises the opposition

23．According to park spokesman Al Nash, using of cell service in the national parks________.

（A）helps visitors in case of emergency

（B）increases the cost of park service

（C）leads to the increase of emergency calls

（D）replaces the two-way radio communication

24．When Brian Goemmer says “We've been surprised that all of a sudden it became a lightning rod” (para. 4), he most probably implies that________.

（A）he is surprised that cellphone towers can serve as lightning rods

（B）he shows an open attitude to the criticism from the public

（C）he is happy that cell towers are useful for altitude- or heat-challenged visitors

（D）he cannot understand why cell towers are opposed by the public

25．According to the passage the Telecommunications Act of 1996________.

（A）allocates and specifies federal lands for the building of cell towers

（B）does not play the role in making national policies on cell towers

（C）shows clearly when the cell towers can be rejected

（D）does not say clearly how to restrict the erecting of cell towers

【解析】

21．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力，内容见第一段。The last thing you want to…为否定句式，表示“最不想、最不愿做…”意，选项C表达此意，为答案。选项A意思错误，B和D虽均为否定句式，但语言表达角度有偏离或与原句有别，均予排除。

22．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语意思的能力，内容见第三段。原句上下文显然说的是公园里新竖立的手机信号发射塔引起游客观众的不满，选项B的意思最为接近。选项A语义不当，C同样欠妥，D的表达则过了度，均予排除。

23．答案是A。本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解，主要信息见第四段。选项B、C和D或文章未介绍到或与所述内容相反或不一，应予排除。选项A的说明和Al Nash的意思基本一致，为答案。

24．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力，内容见第四段。电讯公司的官员对公众的不满感到惊奇不解，用了it became a lightning rod的比喻说法。选项D对其态度的解读较为到位。选项A是仅从字面角度作出的错解，B和文章传递的意思相反，C同样把话说反了，均予排除。

25．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第六段。根据该段提及的人们的批评意见，选项D的说明应能被接受为答案，选项A、B和C的叙述或与文章介绍情况不合，或根本未提及，均予否定。

Passage 6


Questions 26～30


You've insulated the attic, installed triple-glazed windows, and bought high-efficiency appliances. Can you make your home any more eco-friendly? For an increasing number of Americans, the answer is yes. You can let nature help cut your utility bill. It may be as simple as replacing outdoor lights with solar-powered fixtures or signing up for your utility's “green power” program. Thanks to rapidly improving technology and government subsidies, thousands of Americans living in remote locations are finding it can be cheaper to use the sun and wind than fossil fuels.

Don't cut your ties to the local utility just yet.

But while renewable energy won't replace coal and natural gas soon (or ever, critics contend), consumers have more choice in their energy mix than ever before. Many are choosing to go “green”—at least a bit. And they're not all whole-bran environmentalists. Roldan Montalvo runs a gas station here in Hebbronville, Texas. But when he wanted to bring electricity to his cabin eight miles out of town, he went solar. The reason was simple. The utility wanted $100,000 to extend its electric line to his cabin. Mr. Montalvo paid less than $8,000 for his solar system. “It's all right so far，” he says, looking up at the three solar panels that run a few lights, a fan, and a TV inside. “I can run power tools.”

Others, of course, take a more enthusiastic line. “There's a new focus on renewables，” says Thomas White, chairman and chief executive of Enron Renewable Energy Corporation, which has completed the world's largest wind farm in Minnesota. “My feeling is that we are at the point in time where the personal computer was in the late '70s，” adds Mac Moore, director of business development for BP Solar, one of the largest manufacturers and marketers of solar electric systems in the world. “Over the next 10 years, if things go well, there's going to be a revolutionary change in the way that we obtain power.”

Wind power represents an even more compelling argument for remote homeowners. Turbines have become so much more efficient over the past decade that homeowners a quarter-mile from a utility line may find it cheaper to put up a wind turbine than to pay the utility to extend its service. But for most consumers, barriers remain. For one thing, renewable energy systems are expensive to install and require more than a decade before consumers see a payback.

Even a good deal on solar panels in a high-sun area would still cost a typical homeowner 30 to 40 cents a kilowatt-hour for electricity, estimates Bob Johnson, industry analyst with Strategies Unlimited, a technology-research firm in Mountain View, Calif. That's far above the 6 to 15 cents that Americans typically pay their local utility, he adds. Small-scale wind turbines are much more competitive—anywhere from 8 to 15 cents a kilowatt-hour, says Mike Bergey, president of Bergey Windpower in Norman, Okla. But they still require a $30,000 to $35,000 investment up front and it would take most homeowners 15 to 20 years before they'd see any payback.

There are other drawbacks. Since these systems only produce energy intermittently, there's no guarantee homeowners can store enough energy to run their homes when the sun isn't shining or the wind blowing. Then there's aesthetics. Will the neighbors accept those solar panels on your roof? Do you want a 100-foot-high wind turbine humming in your backyard like a muffled helicopter? That's why companies like Bergey Windpower are targeting rural residents in the United States—especially those in states such as California, which will pay up to half the cost of installing renewable energy systems. (0003)

【内容概要】

本文围绕“可再生能源的应用”展开。开篇点明可再生能源的优点：不仅环保，还可为用户节省耗能支出。面对矿物燃料的日渐枯竭，人们将目光投向了风能和太阳能等可再生资源，并对其前景持乐观态度。文中引用了Enron Renewable Energy Corporation董事长兼CEO Thomas White的话——“如今的可再生能源产业就如同70年代的个人电脑产业”，暗示了可再生能源今后广阔的发展和应用前景。不过尽管可再生能源具有上述优点，作者还是提醒人们不要急于摆脱传统型能源，并且客观指出了可再生能源在现阶段应用中存在的问题。如前期投入较多，多年后才可带来收益。而且目前的能源系统只能间歇性地产能，因此能源的存储也是一个问题。

【词语解析】

eco-friendly a
 . 对环境无害的

fixture n
 . （建筑物内的）固定装置

fossil fuel n
 . 矿物燃料

insulate v
 . 使隔热，使绝缘

intermittently ad
 . 间歇地，时断时续地

renewables n
 . (pl
 .) 可再生能源

turbine n
 . 涡轮机

wind farm n
 . 风电场

26．According to the passage, which of the following should be considered sources of renewable energy?

（A）Petroleum, sunlight and windpower.

（B）Gas, water and fossil fuels.

（C）Coal, natural gas and hydropower.

（D）Sunlight, water and windpower.

27．The function of the sentence “Don't cut your ties to the local utility just yet.” (para. 2) is________.

（A）to state the thesis of the passage

（B）to serve as a summary of the passage

（C）to play the role of transition

（D）to lead to a counter-argument in the following paragraphs

28．The sentence “we are at the point in time where the personal computer was in the late '70s” (para. 4) suggests which of the following?

（A）The greatest breakthrough of computer technology was in the late '70s.

（B）A great change in renewable energy technology will occur quite soon.

（C）The “green power” program and the development of personal computer are of equal significance.

（D）Solar energy will replace all other energies in about ten years' time.

29．It can be concluded from the passage that the author________.

（A）does not reveal his personal view towards the use of renewable energy

（B）makes a systematic comparison between non-renewable energy and renewable energy

（C）displays an objective view towards the application of renewable energy

（D）does not side with the environmentalists

30．It can be inferred from the passage that more people will________.

（A）use both non-renewable and renewable energy

（B）stick to the use of local utility

（C）not be used to renewable energy

（D）use renewable energy only

【解析】

26．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文中介绍随着科技的发展，环保的可再生能源正逐步走进千家万户。第一段末句中的it can be cheaper to use the sun and wind than fossil fuel可作为答题依据。由此句可知，可再生能源应为环保的非矿物能源。选项A、B、C中分别含有petroleum、gas和coal，均为矿物能源，可排除。另由常识可知选项D中的能源均可再生，也可得出答案为D。

27．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。文中强调可再生能源给人们的生活带来便利，也客观指出了其在推广应用中存在的问题。第二段这句话既未点明文章主题，也未做出全面概括，可排除A、B两项。该句前后并非针对某一问题的对立观点，排除选项C。由第一段可知，可再生能源为人们带来了实惠，但接下来却转而提醒人们“不要立即切断传统能源的供应”。显然，这对下文介绍传统能源的不可替代性起了过渡作用。

28．答案为B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。本句意在借个人电脑的发展历程，形象地说明可再生能源技术的广阔发展前景和迅猛发展趋势。70年代后期个人电脑技术尚处起步阶段，是后来日新月异的技术创新令个人电脑产业逐步走向成熟。这句话正说明可再生能源技术尚有广阔的发展空间，并预示了其未来的迅猛发展，故选B。选项A可根据常识排除。“绿色能源”与个人电脑的发展不具可比性，选项C说两者同等重要缺乏依据。选项D说法武断，且文中无依据，应排除。

29．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。答题关键是对文章结构层次的把握。第一段指出应用可再生能源有益环境、节省开支等优点，下文还举出使用者受益的例子。但对其劣势，作者并未避而不谈。第五段的But for most consumers, barriers remain．与末段There are other drawbacks．均客观指出，可再生能源在推广应用中存在一定的劣势，由此可判定选项C正确，并排除选项A。本文仅针对可再生能源在应用中的优劣加以阐述，并未将其与非可再生能源进行对比，排除选项B。文中也未提及作者对environmentalists的看法，排除选项D。

30．答案为A。本题考查对文章隐含意思的推测。纵观全文，文中既向读者呈现了可再生能源日渐兴起的趋势，又指出了其在应用中的劣势，同时提醒人们不要急于放弃传统型能源。可以想见，今后会有越来越多的人综合利用可再生与非可再生能源，以达到节约、环保、便利的目的，应选A。


 问答题

Passage 1


Questions 1～3


When you next buy a tub of potato salad, the container it comes in may be made from another vegetable—corn. A new line of corn-based plastics, called polylactides or PLA, has begun to land on supermarket shelves. Its strongest selling points are that it fully degrades in 47 days, doesn't emit toxic fumes when incinerated, and requires 20 to 50 percent less fossil fuel to manufacture than regular plastics.

In May, 11 Wild Oats Markets on the West Coast became the first grocery stores in North America to switch from conventional plastics to the new corn-based product, with plans to roll them out nationally into all 90 stores later this year. As part of the roll-out, Wild Oats has installed in-store bins where customers can return their empty containers. “We then take them to an industrial composting facility and they turn the containers into compost, which we then sell in our stores to people who buy it for their gardens，” says Sonja Tuitele, communications director of Wild Oats. A European retailer has also been selling the new plastic products. IPER, a 21-store chain in Italy, has been using the packaging for a year and has expanded its use from deli departments to dairy and bakery areas.

The new plastic has a few quirks, however. The biodegradable materials won't break down in regular landfills; they have to be taken to special industrial sites and treated like compost. Nor will they decompose in home compost bins: Temperatures there don't reach the required 284 degrees F. Yet the containers will melt if filled with hot food, or placed in the dishwasher or microwave. Cargill, an international agriculture corporation, and Dow Chemical, have a joint venture making one line of PLA. Within 10 years, says Cargill spokesman Michael O'Brian, the company expects to be making 1 billion pounds of corn-derived plastics each year. That would mean 10 percent of the nation's annual corn supply would be converted into plastics and fiber.

PLA can also be used as an alternative for molded foam products, electronic packaging, and cups. For instance, the Coca-Cola Company used 500,000 cups made from corn at the 2002 Olympic Winter Games in Salt Lake City. And instead of creating a huge trash problem, the used cups were composted and turned into dirt.

What separates biodegradable plastics from their more long-lived cousins are polymers. Plastics based on natural plant polymers, derived from wheat or corn starches, have molecules that are easily broken down by microbes; traditional plastics have polymer molecules too large and too tightly bonded together to be broken apart by decomposer organisms.

Most biodegradable plastics currently on the market are between two and 10 times more expensive than traditional plastics. Yet plastics constitute 9 percent of the 156 million tons of trash Americans generate each year, and many consumers would be willing to pay the extra costs for a replacement product that biodegrades. According to a recent survey from market research firm RoperASW, 51 percent of respondents would pay a premium of up to 10 percent for environmentally safer versions of plastic packaging. (0403)



1．What are the major differences between corn-based plastics and regular plastics?

2．The new plastic also has some unusual features. What are they?

3．Introduce briefly the major uses of corn-based plastics and the significance of this invention.

【内容概要】

本文介绍了Wild Oats Markets公司试验生产的以玉米为原料的降解时间短、焚烧时不产生有毒气体、生产制作耗能低的新一代包装材料。文章还介绍了这类包装袋使用后的处理方法，以及需关注的其他一些特点，今后的进一步发展改进，以及其他可能的用处。文章对这一新型塑料和传统的塑料的区别作了介绍，也指出这类可降解塑料生产成本高的问题尚未解决。当然调查显示许多消费者表示为了环境保护愿意承担一定的费用。

【词语解析】

biodegradable a
 . 生物降解的

compost n
 . 混合肥料；把…做成堆肥，施堆肥于

incinerate v
 . 焚烧，烧成灰烬

polylactides n
 . 聚丙交酯

polymers n
 . 聚合物

quirks n
 . 怪癖

roll-out v
 . 初次公开展出

tub n
 . 盆，缸，塑料小钵

【参考答案与解析】

1．Corn-based plastics are biodegradable, will not produce toxic fumes when burned, and need much less fossil fuel in the process of manufacturing. Regular plastics are not degradable or take much longer time to degrade, they produce harmful fumes when burned, and need more fuel in the process of manufacturing.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关内容见第一、二两段。作者介绍了以玉米为原料制作的食品包装袋的特点，并说明了与传统的塑料的区别，相关内容及差异不难找到和理解。

2．The new plastic will not degrade in regular landfills, it must be taken to “special industrial sites” and be treated as compost, and the required temperature for its decomposition is 284 degrees F. And it will melt when filled with hot food or put in the dishwasher or microwave.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第三段。作者介绍了这一新型塑料的一些特点，相关信息都有明确介绍。

3．The corn-based plastics can be used for packaging, or as a replacement for molded foam products, electronic packaging, and cups. The new plastic reduces waste and pollution and can be environmentally safer than the regular plastic.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一、四、六三段。作者对这一新型塑料的用途有明确介绍，也指出了这一发明的意义。

Passage 2


Questions 4～7


The greatest danger to our future is apathy. We cannot expect those living in poverty and ignorance to worry about saving the world. For those of us able to read this magazine, it is different. We can do something to preserve our planet.

You may be overcome, however, by feelings of helplessness. You are just one person in a world of 6 billion. How can your actions make a difference? Best, you say, to leave it to decision makers. And so you do nothing.

Can we overcome apathy? Yes, but only if we have hope. One reason for hope lies in the extraordinary nature of human intellectual accomplishment. A hundred years ago, the idea of a 747, of a man on the moon, of the Internet remained in the realm of science fiction. Yet we have seen those things and much, much more. So, now that we have finally faced up to the terrible damage we have inflicted on our environment, our ingenuity is working overtime to find technological solutions. But technology alone is not enough. We must engage with our hearts also. And it's happening around the world.

Even companies once known only for profits and pollution are having a change of heart. Conoco, the energy company, worked with the Jane Goodall Institute (J.G.I.) in Congo to build a sanctuary for orphaned chimpanzees. I formed this partnership when I realized that Conoco, during its exploration, used state-of-the-art practices designed to have the least possible impact on the environment. Many other companies are working on clean forms of energy, organic farming methods, less wasteful irrigation and so on.

Another reason for hope is the resilience of nature—if it is given a helping hand. Fifteen years ago, the forests outside Gombe National Park in Tanzania had been virtually eliminated. More people lived there than the land could support. J.G.I. initiated the Lake Tanganyika Catchment Reforestation and Education Project (TACARE), a program active in 33 villages around the park. Today people improve their lives through environmentally sustainable projects, such as tree nurseries and wood lots. We provide health care, family-planning and education programs, especially for women. As their education increases, their family size tends to drop.

While pollution still plagues much of the world, progress is being made. This May in Sudbury, Ont., I saw new forests that were recolonizing hills destroyed by 100 years of nickel mining. The community raised the money and worked for months spreading lime and planting vegetation on the blackened rock. I released the first brook trout into a once poisoned creek there.

Animal species on the brink of extinction can be given a second chance through protection and captive breeding—even if preserving a habitat conflicts with economic interests. A company in Taiwan planned to build a rapid-transit line right through the only major remaining breeding ground of the rare pheasant-tailed jacana. There was an outcry, but it was the only economically viable route. Environmentalists worked with the company to come up with a solution—moving the breeding ground. Water was diverted back into nearby wetlands that had been drained by farmers, and suitable vegetation was replanted. In 2000 five birds hatched in their new home, and when I visited there the next year, even more birds had moved to the site.

I derive the most hope from the energy and hard work of young people. Roots ＆ Shoots, J.G.I.'s program for youth from preschool through university, is now active in 70 countries. The name is symbolic: roots and shoots together can break up brick walls, just as citizens of Earth together can overcome our problems. The more than 4,000 groups of young people are cleaning creeks, restoring prairies and wetlands, planting trees, clearing trash, recycling—and making their voices heard.

We have huge power, we of the affluent societies, we who are causing the most environmental damage. For we are the consumers. We do not have to buy products from companies with bad environmental policies. To help us, the Internet is linking small grassroots movements so that people who once felt they were on their own can contact others with the same concerns.

I feel deep shame when I look into the eyes of my grandchildren and think how much damage has been done to Planet Earth since I was their age. Each of us must work as hard as we can now to heal the hurts and save what is left. (0303)



4．Why does the author mention 747, a man on the moon and the Internet in the passage?

5．What does the author want to explain when she refers to the energy company Conoco (para. 4)?

6．The author states that one reason for hope is “the resilience of nature” (para. 5). What does it mean? What examples does the author give to support this statement?

7．What is “Roots ＆ Shoots”? Why does the author say that the name is “symbolic” (para. 8)?

【内容概要】

本文的主题是环保。开篇The greatest danger to our future is apathy．需要好好思量。作者一方面看到了环境污染的严重性，另一方面也对the extraordinary nature of human intellectual accomplishment表示信心。同时他提出，单是技术的进步不足以解决环保问题，而是需要人类全身心的投入（engage with our hearts）。同时也指出the resilience of nature也为我们改善环境提供了客观的可能。作者举例说明可能取得的前景，同时把希望寄托在年轻一代的努力和贡献上。

【词语解析】

apathy n
 . 漠然，冷淡，无动于衷

catchment n
 . 流域，排水区

J.G.I.＝Jane Goodall Institute，由Jane Goodall（1934—，著名的英国动物生态学家）创办的动物和环境保护组织

jacana n
 . 水雉

Roots ＆ Shoots n
 . “根与芽”为一国际性环保项目，由珍·古道尔研究会于1977年设立

sanctuary n
 . 圣所，避难所，鸟兽保护区

state-of-the-art a
 . 使用最先进技术的，达到最新水平的

viable a
 . 切实可行的，可实施的

【参考答案与解析】

4．Because all of these were dreams which could only be found in science fiction, but the human intellectual development has turned these dreams into reality. The author uses these examples to display our hopes in “human intellectual accomplishment” to preserve our environment.

本题考查对文章基本内容和隐含意思的理解，主要见第二段。作者一方面提出了保护环境、保护地球的重大任务，一方面表示了对“human intellectual accomplishment”的希望和信心。举这几个例子的目的就是为了表明人类能够创造出更多的奇迹来，包括保护我们的地球环境。

5．Traditionally companies have been mainly concerned with profits and they are often responsible for the environmental pollution. The author, with the example of Conoco, tries to show their attitudes are also changing, using advanced techniques to minimize the influence on environment and reduce pollution.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要见第四段。作者以该能源公司为例说明，以追逐利润为主要目标的公司的态度也有了改变，他们开始重视环境保护和减少污染的问题。

6．By using the expression “the resilience of nature”, the author means that nature has the power and capacity to recover itself from various pollutions. The author uses the area outside Gombe National Part in Tanzania as one example. The forests there were once almost destroyed, however, with the initiation of reforestation and education project and other measures, today forests are growing again and people's health and life have been much improved.

本题考查通过上下文正确理解句子和文章基本内容的能力，主要见第五段。

7．Roots ＆ Shoots is a program organized by Jane Goodall Institute to protect and preserve environment. Through the program youth from various countries are orgainzed to participate in various activities. The name is “symbolic” because it is used figuratively and metaphorically. With the image of roots and shoots breaking up brick walls, it is used to mean we (citizens of Earth) can overcome all kinds of difficulties on the road of environment protection.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解文章基本内容的能力。主要见第八段。

Passage 3


Questions 8～11


When it comes to going green, intention can be easier than action. Case in point: you decide to buy a T shirt made from 100％ organic cotton, because everyone knows that organic is better for Earth. And in some ways it is; in conventional cotton-farming, pesticides strip the soil of life. But that green label doesn't tell the whole story—like the fact that even organic cotton requires more than 2,640 gal. (10,000 L) of water to grow enough fiber for one T shirt. Or the possibility that the T shirt may have been dyed using harsh industrial chemicals, which can pollute local groundwater. If you knew all that, would you still consider the T shirt green? Would you still buy it?

It's a question that most of us are ill equipped to answer, even as the debate over what is and isn't green becomes all-important in a hot and crowded world. That's because as the global economy has grown, our ability to make complex products with complex supply chains has outpaced our ability to comprehend the consequences—for ourselves and the planet. We evolved to respond to threats that were clear and present. That's why, when we eat spoiled food, we get nauseated and when we see a bright light, we shut our eyes. But nothing in evolution has prepared us to understand the cumulative impact that imperceptible amounts of industrial chemicals may have on our children's health or the slow-moving, long-term danger of climate change. Scanning the supermarket aisles, we lack the data to understand the full impact of what we choose—and probably couldn't make sense of the information even if we had it.

But what if we could seamlessly calculate the full lifetime effect of our actions on the earth and on our bodies? Not just carbon footprints but social and biological footprints as well? What if we could think ecologically? That's what psychologist Daniel Goleman describes in his forthcoming book, Ecological Intelligence. Using a young science called industrial ecology, businesses and green activists alike are beginning to compile the environmental and biological impact of our every decision—and delivering that information to consumers in a user-friendly way. That's thinking ecologically—understanding the global environmental consequences of our local choices. “We can know the causes of what we're doing, and we can know the impact of what we're doing，” says Goleman, who wrote the 1995 best seller Emotional Intelligence. “It's going to have a radical impact on the way we do business.”

Over the past couple of decades, industrial ecologists have been using a method called life-cycle assessment(LCA) to break down that web of connection. The concept of the carbon footprint comes from LCA, but a deep analysis looks at far more. The manufacture and sale of a simple glass bottle requires input from dozens of suppliers; for high-tech items, it can include many times more.

The good news is that industrial ecologists can now crunch those data, and smart companies like Coca-Cola are using the information to clean up their corporate ecology. Working with the World Wildlife Fund, Coke analyzed its globe-spanning supply chain—the company uses 5％ of the world's total sugar crop—to see where it could minimize its impact; today Coke is on target to improve its water efficiency 20％ by 2012.

Below the megacorporate level, start-ups like the website Good Guide are sifting through rivers of data for ordinary consumers, providing easy-to-understand ratings you can use to instantly gauge the full environmental and health impact of that T shirt. Even better, they'll get the information to you when you need it: Good Guide has an iPhone app that can deliver verdicts on tens of thousands of products. Good Guide and services like it “let us align our dollars with our values easily，” says Goleman.

But ecological intelligence is ultimately about more than what we buy. It's also about our ability to accept that we live in an infinitely connected world with finite resources. Goleman highlights the Tibetan community of Sher, where for millenniums, villagers have survived harsh conditions by carefully conserving every resource available to them. The Tibetans think ecologically because they have no other choice. Neither do we. “We once had the luxury to ignore our impacts，” says Goleman. “Not anymore.” (0909)



8．Why does the author give the example of buying a T shirt made from 100％ organic cotton at the beginning of the passage?

9．What does the author mean by saying that “our ability to make complex products with complex supply chains has outpaced our ability to comprehend the consequences” (para. 2)?

10．Give a brief introduction of the young science of “industrial ecology”. What does the example of Coca Cola tell us?

11．What does the psychologist Daniel Goleman mean by saying “We once had the luxury to ignore our impacts.” (para. 7)?

【内容概要】

本文的立足点值得关注。到底什么是有益于环境保护（going green）？作者介绍了ecological intelligence（生态智商）的观点，提出了ecological thinking（生态思维）的思路。随着全球化的加速，随着我们居住的地球生态环境的日趋恶化，整个世界的事物越来越密切相连。新学科“Industrial ecology（工业生态学）”帮助我们更深刻地认识人的每个决策和行动对生态环境可能带来的影响，从而为环境和生态保护作出我们的贡献。我们生活在一个资源有限而关联无限的世界，“我们曾经不必过虑生态”（We once had the luxury to ignore our impacts），但是“而今不再”（Not anymore），心理学家Daniel Goleman的警告值得我们永记心头。

【词语解析】

aisle n
 . 过道，通道

cumulative a
 . 累积的，渐增的

gauge v
 . 计量，度量

nauseated a
 . 作呕的，厌恶的

pesticide n
 . 杀虫剂

verdict n
 . 决定，判断性意见

【参考答案与解析】

8．Buying a T shirt made from 100％ organic cotton does not equal “going green” as people commonly imagine. It is only a “green label”. Growing of organic cotton for one T shirt needs much more water than we know and “harsh” industrial chemicals might be used in dying process and they possibly pollute local groundwater. So, whether something human produces is “green” is much more complicated.

在文章的开头部分，作者举了用100％生态棉花制作的T恤衫的例子，并分析了该产品在生产过程中可能对环境产生的破坏，借以说明“环保（going green）”的真正意义其实很难界定。以此说明环保任务的艰巨与艰难。

9．With the rapid growth of global economy, high technology, extension of supply chains, humans are able to make more complex and better products with higher productivity, for human consumption. On the other hand, we have not fully realized the possible negative consequences we have caused through such production and consumption, the pollution of environment, the destruction of ecological environment. We are not prepared to understand the cumulative impact of “imperceptible amounts” of industrial chemicals on human health and that slow climate change might cause long-term danger. We do not have enough data to understand the impact of goods we choose from the market.

相关内容在文中第二段，作者想表达的是：我们的生产和制造能力发展迅速，我们通过复杂的供应链生产复杂的产品，但是我们并不完全了解这样的生产方式可能带来的负面影响。我们不明了的工业化学物质很可能正在以一个缓慢的方式影响孩子健康或引起气候变化。这些在文中都有明确表述。

10．It is a kind of “ecological intelligence”, taking into consideration of the “lifetime effect” of human actions on the environment and human bodies. It cultivates ecological thinking, mainly concerned with the “environmental and biological impact” of human decision and human behavior. Green activists are popularizing such ecological thinking, realizing the global environmental consequences of local human choices. Industrial ecologists use LCA method to “break down” the “web of connection”. Coca Cola uses related information to “clear up” their “corporate ecology”. It analyzes the company's global supply chain and tries to “minimize” its negative impact.

对“工业生态学”这一新学科的解释主要在文章第三、四、五段，考生可根据文中的叙述作出归纳。而可口可乐公司作为优秀公司的代表，正在有效利用这些信息，检查供应链，减少对环境的危害，相关信息文章都有介绍。

11．When humans were less civilized, with a smaller population and lower productivity, we might ignore the impacts of our actions and decisions on the environment and on our bodies. But it is no longer the case today. With globalization and rapid growth of technology and production, human activities will have greater impacts on the environment of the planet. Actions must be taken to prevent all possible pollutions caused by human actions. Tibetan Sher Community is an example.

Daniel Goleman说这句话表达了这样的意思：我们曾经不必考虑我们的行为对地球生态环境带来的种种影响及后果。但是鉴于生态环境的日益恶化，鉴于我们仍在对地球环境恶化带来的越来越大、越来越多的消极影响，从现在开始必须严肃认真地考虑这一问题，否则人类行为对环境带来更大的破坏将造成无法挽回的后果。

Passage 4


Questions 12～15


Josh Corlew's grocery bill is zero. The furniture in his Nashville home didn't cost him anything, either. His fridge, TV, and microwave—all free. It's been two years now since he last bought the ingredients for his signature sausage dish. Corlew, a 26-year-old nonprofit manager, has effectively dropped out of Consumer Nation. He goes shopping in the disposable culture's garbage instead.

Corlew is part of a growing number of Americans for whom getting stuff for free is next to godliness. Yes, most everyone is cutting back. But these folks take frugality to its extreme. In cities like New York and wealthy suburbs like Grosse Pointe, Mich., and Plano, Tex., it is possible to live like a king (well, a duke anyway) out of a dumpster. Sushi, cashmere sweaters, even Apple computers—all for the taking. “We're used to fulfilling most of our needs through the marketplace，” says Syracuse University culture professor Robert Thompson. “But now with technology there is access to more that is free than in any time in the history of the world.”

As you might expect, the free movement is heavy on idealism. None more so than the so-called freegans. They believe America's consumer society is inherently corrupt and wasteful, and they want no part of it. Skeptics might see another motive at work: Freegans don't pay for anything. Corlew, who prefers the term “conscious consumer” over freegan, insists his “bin diving” or “dumpstering” is as much a war on wretched excess as anything else. “This is about distancing myself from the consumerism of America，” says Corlew. “Every time we buy something, we're saying we support the system that brought it about.”

Alexi Ahrens, who lives near Minneapolis, is less idealistic about her secret hobby. “It's a little bit of adventure in suburbia，” she says. Ahrens, 33, does her rounds between 2 and 3 a.m. and scavenges for food, clothing, and furniture (she once found a Tiffany lamp, but gave it to a neighbor).

More recently she turned her dumpstering into a kind of business. When her computer technician job at a financial-planning firm became part-time, Ahrens went into overdrive. She started haunting corporate loading docks. At a photo-processing factory that was closing, she found late-model processing equipment, computers and unused office supplies. Ahrens sold them on eBay for $2,000.

Not bad, right? But what if you don't want to climb into a giant garbage can to get your free groceries or barely used PC? Maybe Freecycle is more your thing. A Craigslist-type Web site, Freecycle lets people post items they don't want and ones they do. Giveaways have included everything from a camping trailer to a pair of rats. Freecycle now has 6 million members internationally, and since Wall Street imploded it has been registering 50,000 more each week, up from 25,000 previously. Freecycle and the Freegans are among the fastest-growing groups on Yahoo!

Many of the adherents of the free movement say they got the thrift trait from their Depression-era forebears. “I'm a penny-pincher. I work hard for my money, and I want it to last as long as possible，” says 58-year-old Roger Latzgo, who built his Pennsylvania home entirely of materials he found for free. “I wanted to free myself from the weight of a mortgage, the root of which, by the way, means death.”

Think this sounds crazy, dear manager? The free movement is already starting to invade the workplace. At Yahoo, Freecycle events—where employees swap their stuff—are all the rage. They have featured plenty of Prada clothes, original Eames chairs—even founder David Filo's smelly Adidas sneakers. (0903)



12．Explain the sentence “He goes shopping in the disposable culture's garbage instead.” (para. 1)

13．What is the “free movement” introduced in the passage? Why does the author say that “free movement is heavy on idealism” (para. 3)?

14．According to the passage, what is the major difference between Josh Corlew and Alexi Ahrens in their attitudes towards America's consumerism?

15．What does the sentence “The free movement is already starting to invade the workplace.” (para. 8) mean?

【内容概要】

本文介绍目前流行的一种生活方式——free movement（免费运动）。有一群人改变了去市场购物的传统生活方式，而是从别人废弃的东西中寻找自己需要的生活和办公用品。这群人的人数正在迅速增加。“免费运动”有不同的开展方式，有人直接从废弃物中寻找自己所需物品，有人在网上列出自己需要和不需要的物品，甚至还有人借此做起了生意。这群人摒弃了美国的消费主义观念，他们认为美国的消费社会太腐败、太浪费，他们不喜欢这样的生活方式，他们崇尚一种节约的理念。

【词语解析】

all the rage 风靡一时的事物，时尚

dumpster n
 . 垃圾大铁桶（源自商标名）

freegan n
 . 以捡取废弃物为生者

frugality n
 . 节约；朴素；节俭

godliness n
 . 神圣，来自上帝

implode v
 . 内爆，向心聚爆，剧减

ingredient n. （混合物）组成部分；配料

go into overdrive v
 . 超强度工作

penny-pincher n
 . 吝啬鬼，小气鬼，花钱节俭的人

rat n
 . 假发卷

sausage n
 .香肠

scavenge v
 . 在（废弃物中）搜寻（食物等）

sushi n
 . 寿司

【参考答案与解析】

12．Life depends on things picked up free from garbage. For the past two years, Josh Corlew didn't buy anything from shops and stores. He cut himself from the market place, getting everything “free”.

相关内容在文中第一段。读完该段，这一句就不难理解，Josh Corlew近两年来没有在日用杂货上花过钱，他在那些被人丢弃的垃圾中找到了自己需要的各种生活用品。

13．The “free movement” means daily necessities used at home are not got through purchase from the marketplace, but picked up from garbage cans free. It is even possible to live a luxurious life from things “out of a dumpster”. It is a thrift habit of life passed down from “Depression-era forebears”. Freegans believe consumer society is inherently corrupt and wasteful and they would like to eliminate the “corrupt and wasteful” habit of living.

本文就是围绕“免费运动”展开的，考生可根据文中的叙述归纳总结出这一运动的含义。运动的倡导者认为消费社会观念太腐败、太浪费，他们不想那样，而是倡导物尽其用的节俭的生活方式，远离消费主义。

14．Josh Corlew is more related to idealism. He proposes the idea of “conscious consumer”. He views his practice of getting things from the garbage as a “war on wretched excess”. He separates himself from the consumerism of America.

Alexi Ahrens is less idealistic. She searches for food, closing and furniture for her own use to save money. More recently she turned her dumpstering into a kind of business, making money by selling what she found and picked from “corporate loading docks”.

本题要求比较Josh Corlew和Alexi Ahrens对美国消费主义观点的不同之处。前者的观点主要在第三段，后者的观点主要在文章第四、五两段。虽然都是“免费运动”的实践者，但两人的观点和做法有所不同，Josh Corlew更趋理想主义，Alexi Ahrens则更讲究现实，并借此做起了生意。

15．Most of the article is about the free movement “at home”. It advertises the daily necessities used at home could be taken from the garbage cans. The last paragraph introduces the spreading of free movement from homes to workplaces with examples of employees' exchanging of “their stuff”. It shows the popularity and development of such movement.

看懂文章，并了解作者的思路后，该句并不难理解。文章以主要篇幅叙述了一种现在越来越流行的做法——人们通过“免费运动”获得日常生活用品，最后一段通过举例介绍免费运动也扩展到了办公领域，这也进一步说明了该运动的流行程度和发展势头。

Passage 5


Questions 16～18


For a keynote speaker at a conference on wilderness conservation, Pavan Sukhdev possessed a strange job title: banker. Sukhdev, a high-ranking executive of Deutsche Bank who helped build India's modern financial markets, had a fiscal message to deliver. The loss of forests is costing the global economy between $2.5 trillion and $4.5 trillion a year, he said. Many trillions more in costs arise from the loss of vegetation to filter water, bees to pollinate crops, microbes to break down toxins, and dozens of other “ecosystem services.”

For centuries, economies have risen and collapsed based on the market value of the products extracted from nature—timber, coal, metals, game. And yet the value of much of what nature supplies hasn't been reflected in the numbers. A new movement now seeks to put this right by attaching an economic value to the services nature provides. The idea is predicated on the notion that since a paper mill, say, needs water as well as trees, there should be some kind of economic mechanism whereby it pays to help keep the water flowing. The same is true for dozens of other ecosystem services across a wide range of industries. There's scarcely a business in the world that doesn't rely in some way on natural features that help control flooding, disseminate seeds, fend off pests, and hold soil in place. According to a study Sukhdev is conducting for the United Nations, protecting and restoring damaged ecosystems can deliver extraordinarily high rates of return on investment—40, 50, even 80 percent. “People need to start thinking of ‘ecological infrastructure’ as something they can and should invest in，” Sukdhev said at the conference.

It sounds radical even to talk about nature in the language of finance, but it's quickly becoming a mainstream practice. One of the few tangible achievements expected from the climate talks in Copenhagen this month is agreement on a program called REDD, or Reducing Emissions From Deforestation and Forest Degradation, a complex set of regulations that would help developing countries keep their rainforests standing by turning their carbon-storing capacity into a source of income. Trees, after all, absorb carbon dioxide from the air, which can be seen as a service that offsets tailpipe and smokestack emissions. REDD would establish a market in which wealthy countries can pay countries with old-growth forests, such as Brazil, Indonesia, and Guyana, for their carbon stocks, thereby creating an economic incentive to preserve the jungle.

Carbon storage is only one of many services that could enter the global economy in the next few years. Watershed protection is already generating revenue. The Nature Conservancy, a conservation group, has set up “water funds” in the Southwestern U.S. and parts of South America. Urban water utilities, hydroelectric-power providers, and other users that rely on regular flows of clean water downstream pay into the funds to finance watershed protection upstream. Elsewhere in the U.S., federal environmental laws have enabled thriving markets for wetland and endangered-species habitat conservation. Under the Clean Water Act, developers who plan to drain or fill in wetlands must create an equal amount of wetlands within the same watershed to conform to a policy of “no net loss.” For-profit companies like Wildlands, based in Rocklin, California, preserve, restore, or create wetlands that function as “mitigation banks”, in which developers purchase credits to offset destruction they cause. Conservation banks function in a similar way, preserving habitats for listed species. Mitigation banking alone has grown to a $3 billion-a-year industry.

The next step is to turn ecosystem services into a viable portfolio option for large investors—such as pension funds—and to generate the capital needed to carry out large-scale conservation efforts. Experts are looking into bundling different services together into financial instruments. One former bond trader is building a private exchange that would make it easier for investors to identify ecosystem projects and trade credits.

Not everyone thinks using market mechanisms is a good idea. Critics say that REDD, for instance, could protect one rainforest from clear-cutting merely by sending the logging trucks to a different forest. There's also a worry that carbon credits could easily be faked. In Papua New Guinea, government officials and foreign firms are already embroiled in a scandal involving duped locals and bogus projects.

The potential upside of markets, though, may be too significant to ignore. “There's this inherent feeling that there's something unethical about a market, that it's permission to pollute，” says Tom Lovejoy, biodiversity chair at the Heinz Center in Washington, D.C. “But at the moment there's nothing else on the table that deals with this at a big-enough scale.” Whole, functioning ecosystems have never been worth as much as their disassembled parts. Turning that equation around may be the best hope for keeping ecosystems intact. (1003)



16．What are the “ecosystem services”? (para. 1) What is the “ecological infrastructure?” (para. 2) according to Sukhdev?

17．What are “water funds”? (para. 4) For what purposes are the “water funds” set up?

18．Why does the author say that “Not everyone thinks using market mechanisms is a good idea.”? (para. 6)

【内容概要】

本文切入的视角颇为特别。从Pavan Sukhdev从事的工作和研究入手，介绍了ecosystem service（生态系统服务）和ecological infrastructure（生态基础结构）等概念。具体来说，就是把大自然向人类提供的种种服务换算成经济价值数字，以此来强调和突出我们在“取自自然”的同时，也要以具体的措施和手段，包括经济手段“回报自然”，为保护ecological infrastructure作出切切实实的努力，以保证我们人类赖以生存的地球生态世界摆脱不断恶化的态势，取得人类和自然的和谐共存。

【词语解析】

bogus a
 . 假的，伪造的

bundle v
 . 捆，扎，包，收集，归拢

dupe v
 . 欺骗，愚弄

embroil v
 . 使（自己或他人）卷入纠纷，使纠缠于

fend off v
 . 挡开，避开

mitigation n
 . 减轻，缓和

pollinate v
 . 授花粉

tailpipe n
 . 排气管

trade credit n
 . 贸易信贷，商业信贷

upside n
 . 正面，积极方面

viable a
 . 可望成功的，切实可行的

watershed n
 . 流域

【参考答案与解析】

16．The expression “ecosystem services” is used to describe the various contributions (“dozens of ecosystem services”) nature has made to human community and which can be transformed into monetary costs, or in another way, to give “an economic value to the services nature provides”. The expression “ecological infrastructure” refers to the (damaged) ecosystems we protect and restore through investment, and such investment can also achieve high rates of return. The aim of introducing such new concepts is to attract investment in new forms and ways so as to better protect our environment.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语意思的能力。具体内容见第一、二两段。Pavan Sukhdev提出的用经济价值的计算看待大自然为人类提供的许多生态系统服务的概念并不难理解，也进一步使人们意识到保护生态环境和生态平衡的重大意义，同时督促我们采取一切可能的措施，为保护ecological infrastructure而努力。

17．The phrase “water funds” refers to the funds set up by conservation groups for watershed protection, which are normally provided by urban water utilities, hydroelectric power providers and other users relying on regular flows of clean water downstream. The purposes are to give support to watershed protection upstream. The establishment of such water funds can provide “thriving markets” for wetland and endangered-species habitat conservation.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语意思的能力。具体内容见第四段。为了保护水资源，包括流域、尤其是河流上游的水资源，water funds（水基金）的提出和设立成为一种必然的趋势。作者以美国西南部和南部及联邦政府环境保护法为例，说明设立water funds对河流流域、湿地、濒危生物栖息地的保护开辟了巨大的市场，意义重大。

18．The author mentions this because people have different opinions towards the use of market mechanisms to protect ecological environment. Some have negative opinions about such approaches, pointing out that they are not necessary effective and may have possible defects. The examples of the protection of one rainforest leading to the destruction of other forests or fakery of carbon credits leading to no real reduction of carbon are used to support such views.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。主要内容见最后两段。对采用市场经济价值等概念来描述生态保护、环境保护，有人持不同的观点。在一切都用货币、成本等概念进行计算和估值后，就有可能转为以“价值”为中心，而真正的环保工作则可能止步不前。这种观点值得引起注意。

Passage 6


Questions 19～21


How green is your orange juice? More than a year ago, PepsiCo enlisted Columbia University's Earth Institute and the environmental-auditing firm Carbon Trust to help assess the carbon footprint of each half gallon of its Tropicana orange juice. The sustainability initiative found that on average the process, from growing the oranges to getting a 64-oz. carton of healthy goodness into your fridge, involved emitting 3.75 Ib. of greenhouse gases. And the single biggest contributor to Tropicana's carbon footprint wasn't the gas-guzzling trucks that deliver the cartons to stores or the machinery used to run a modern citrus facility. It was the fertilizer for the orange trees, which accounted for a whopping 35％ of the OJ's overall emissions. That came as a surprise even to the people doing the accounting. “We thought it might be transport or packaging，” says Tim Carey, PepsiCo's sustainability director. “But the agricultural aspects of the operation are more important than we expected.”

So to make a greener OJ, PepsiCo knew it needed to start looking for a greener fertilizer. Inorganic nitrogen fertilizer—the sort used by most farms in the U.S.—is very carbon-intensive because of all the natural gas used in the production process. (Agriculture eats up as much as 5％ of natural-gas consumption worldwide, and the cost of fertilizer is closely linked to that of natural gas, leaving farmers vulnerable to huge price swings.) Given how much nitrogen fertilizer is used on U.S. farms—more than 13 million tons in 2007 alone—developing a greener way to help plants grow could put a serious dent in the country's carbon emissions.

That's why PepsiCo is testing two low-carbon fertilizers at a citrus farm in Bradenton, Fla. Yara International, the world's largest fertilizer producer, is supplying PepsiCo with an experimental calcium-nitrate-based fertilizer that emits much less nitrous oxide—which, pound for pound, has a far more powerful greenhouse effect than carbon dioxide—than conventional fertilizer does. The change in ingredients, plus a push to improve the energy efficiency at its production plants, could cut Yara's fertilizer's emissions by up to 90％.

The other fertilizer PepsiCo is testing is an organic product made by Outlook Resources, a Toronto-based sustainable-agriculture company that uses biofuels, food waste and other renewable materials. Outlook is eschewing natural gas, a fossil fuel that often has to be transported long distances, and instead the firm is actively seeking out locally sourced ingredients that help cut its carbon footprint even further. And since Outlook's fertilizer is also more efficient than conventional fertilizer, less of it has to be used on crops, which helps prevent the water pollution linked to fertilizer runoff.

Backyard gardeners who want to cut their carbon footprint can emulate Outlook's organic approach: skip the bag of fertilizer and make some biochar by smashing used charcoal bricks and sprinkling the dust on flower beds and vegetable patches. As for PepsiCo, the company will try out Yara and Outlook's alterna-fertilizers for five years to see if they can cut Tropicana's carbon footprint without diminishing overall crop yield, which would likely raise operating costs.

“Sustainability is ultimately about being a better company，” says Carey. If the pilot study works, the greener fertilizers could shrink the carbon footprint of PepsiCo's citrus growers by as much as 50％ and reduce the total carbon footprint of a glass of its orange juice by up to 20％. Now that's something we can all drink to. (1009)



19．Explain the beginning question of the passage: “How green is your orange juice?” (para.1) What do we know from the investigation of Earth Institute and Carbon Trust?

20．Why is PepsiCo testing new fertilizers? What is the significance of the pilot study?

21．What does Tim Carey mean by saying that “Sustainability is ultimately about being a better company”? (para. 6) What does the author mean by saying “Now that's something we can all drink to.”? (para. 6)

【内容概要】

本文介绍从饮料生产的全过程来检查碳排放的数量，并根据调查获得的数据提出改进措施。以美国PepsiCo公司对生产的Tropicana orange juice品牌制造全过程中产生的carbon footprint委托专业机构进行跟踪统计，发现最严重的污染源不是原来设想的汽车运输、工厂的生产机械及产品的包装过程，而是桔子在田里生长过程中使用的化肥。公司以此着手，与化肥生产公司合作，以生产low-carbon/greener肥料，文章发表时这一试验仍在进行之中。

【词语解析】

biochar n
 . 生物碳

calcium n
 . 钙

dent n
 . 凹痕，凹坑

eschew v
 . 习惯性躲开，回避

nitrate n
 . 硝酸盐

nitrogen n
 . 氮

nitrous a
 . （亚）硝的

pound for pound 把同样重量的两物相比

runoff n
 . 溢流，排出的废物等

whopping a
 . 异常大的

【参考答案与解析】

19．It is a kind of rhetorical question used to show the major theme of the article, that is, the environmental protection or sustainability (green is used figuratively to mean “environmental-friendly”). PepsiCo invited Earth Institute and Carbon Trust to investigate the emission of greenhouse gases in the overall production process of the Tropicana orange juice, which shows that the fertilizer used for the growing of orange trees accounted for more than a third of the overall emissions. The discovery of the agricultural aspects of the operation has greatly surprised people.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的意思和对文章基本内容的理解。主要内容见第一段。英语中用green一类词表示环保、不损害大自然等意，形象生动，容易理解。饮料公司请两家从事环境监测的公司对自己生产产品的碳排放情况进行跟踪调查，态度是严肃和科学的，令人信服。

20．Yara International, with change in ingredients, is producing an experimental calcium-nitrate-based fertilizer which“emits less nitrous oxide” and produces much less greenhouse effect. The carbon emissions of the fertilizer could possibly be cut up to 90％.

The other is an organic fertilizer being tested by Outlook Resources which uses “biofuels, food waste and other renewable materials” and “locally sourced ingredients” in production. The product is more efficient than conventional fertilizer so less is needed in orange growing and could help prevent water pollution

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体内容见第三、四两段。两家化肥公司Yara International 和OutlookResources采用不同的方法降低肥料的碳排放，一家通过调整配方以生产高效、低碳的化肥，一家则采用有机材料生产有机肥料，以取得同样的高效低碳效果并降低水污染。

21．The pilot study is carried out to produce fertilizers with lower carbon emissions and more efficiency (which could produce less greenhouse gases and reduce the emissions of carbon oxide in the growing of citrus oranges and in the production of orange juice). By saying this the author means that with the rapid reduction of carbon footprint in the production of orange drinks, people don't have much worry when drinking the orange juice (people can feel assured with the low carbon drinks).

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和通过上下文正确理解句子的能力。内容主要见后面四段，包括两家肥料厂的新试验。作者在末段对试验的前景作了展望，表示了对该公司生产新的低碳饮料的信心。

Passage 7


Questions 22～25


It's a safe bet that the millions of Americans who have recently changed their minds about global warming—deciding it isn't happening, or isn't due to human activities such as burning coal and oil, or isn't a serious threat—didn't just spend an intense few days poring over climate-change studies and decide, holy cow, the discrimination of continuous equations in general circulation models is completely wrong! Instead, the backlash (an 18-point rise since 2006 in the percentage who say the risk of climate change is exaggerated, Gallup found this month) has been stoked by scientists' abysmal communication skills, plus some peculiarly American attitudes, both brought into play now by how critics have spun the “Climategate” e-mails to make it seem as if scientists have pulled a fast one.

Scientists are lousy communicators. They appeal to people's heads, not their hearts or guts, argues Randy Olson, who left a professorship in marine biology to make science films. “Scientists think of themselves as guardians of truth，” he says. “Once they have spewed it out, they feel the burden is on the audience to understand it” and agree.

That may work if the topic is something with no emotional content, such as how black holes forms, but since climate change and how to address it make people feel threatened, that arrogance is a disaster. Yet just as smarter-than-thou condescension happens time after time in debates between evolutionary biologists and proponents of intelligent design (the latter almost always win), now it's happening with climate change. In his 2009 book, Don't Be Such a Scientist: Talking Substance in an Age of Style, Olson recounts a 2007 debate where a scientist contending that global warming is a crisis said his opponents failed to argue in a way “that the people here will understand.” His sophisticated, educated Manhattan audience groaned and, thoroughly insulted, voted that the “not a crisis” side won.

Like evolutionary biologists before them, climate scientists also have failed to master “truthiness” (thank you, Stephen Colbert), which their opponents—climate deniers and creationists—wield like a shiv. They say the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is a political, not a scientific, organization; a climate mafia (like evolutionary biologists) keeps contrarian papers out of the top journals: Washington got two feet of snow, and you say the world is warming?

There is less backlash against climate science in Europe and Japan, and the U.S. is 33rd out of 34 developed countries in the percentage of adults who agree that species, including humans, evolved. That suggests there is something peculiarly American about the rejection of science. Charles Harper, a devout Christian who for years ran the program bridging science and faith at the Templeton Foundation and who has had more than his share of arguments with people who view science as the Devil's spawn, has some hypotheses about why that is. “In America, people do not bow to authority the way they do in England，” he says. “When the lumpenproletariat are told they have to think in a certain way, there is a backlash，” as with climate science now and, never-endingly, with evolution. (Harper, who studied planetary atmospheres before leaving science, calls climate scientists “a smug community of true believers.”)

Another factor is that the ideas of the Reformation—no intermediaries between people and God; anyone can read the Bible and know the truth as well as a theologian—inform the American character more strongly than they do that of many other nations. “It's the idea that everyone has equal access to the divine，” says Harper. That has been extended to the belief that anyone with an Internet connection can know as much about climate or evolution as an expert. Finally, Americans carry in their bones the country's history of being populated by emigrants fed up with hierarchy. It is the American way to distrust those who set themselves up—even justifiably—as authorities. Presto: climate backlash.

One new factor is also at work: the growing belief in the wisdom of crowds (Wikis, polling the audience on Who Wants to Be a Millionaire). If tweeting for advice on the best route somewhere yields the right answer. Americans seem to have decided, it doesn't take any special expertise to pick apart evolutionary biology or climate science. My final hypothesis: the Great Recession was caused by the smartest guys in the room saying, trust us, we understand how credit default swaps work, and they're great. No wonder so many Americans have decided that experts are idiots. (1009)



22．What is the “Climategate”? What is the recent debate about global warming?

23．Explain the sentence “Scientists are lousy communicators” (para. 2). Introduce briefly Randy Olson's opinion about scientists.

24．Why does the passage say that “arrogance is a disaster” (para. 3)?

25．Why have so many Americans decided that experts are idiots?

【内容概要】

本文介绍围绕气象学家的气候预报预测的科学性和科学家的诚信问题。关键词之一是近来西方媒体中频繁使用的Climategate。由于部分气象学家科学研究态度不严谨，对气候预测采取武断主观的做法，认为自己是真理的捍卫者（guardians of truth），对普通平民采取高高在上、一副教训人的态度，引起数百万美国人愤怒而起（文中称这些反对者为climate deniers 和creationists），表示不再相信他们断言的“全球气候变暖”的神话，这就是在美国等国掀起的“气候门”事件。尽管部分科学家事后站出来道歉，但由此产生的不信任科学家的后果迄今依然严重。气候门事件再次显示了科学研究工作者的学术诚信和无私、客观、公正的态度的重要性。

【词语解析】

backlash n
 . 强烈反应，后冲，反撞

Climategate n
 . 气候门

contrariant a
 . 反对的，敌对的

creationist n
 . 神造论者，创世论者

default v
 . 违约，拖欠

holy cow（表示惊叹、困惑等）天哪，哎呀！

lousy a
 . 糟糕的，令人作呕的

lumpenproletariat n
 . 流氓无产阶级

pore v
 . 仔细地阅读，深入思考

presto a
 . ＆ ad
 . 急速地（的）

shiv n
 . 刀，剃刀

smug a
 . 自满的，沾沾自喜的，自鸣得意的

spew v
 . （使）喷出，（使）涌出

stoke v
 . 添火

tweet v
 . （鸟）啾啾地叫

【参考答案与解析】

22．The term Climategate refers to the heated debate (argument) over the issue of global warming. The issues include: whether global warming is happening, whether it is caused by human activities, whether it is a serious threat to humankind, or whether “the risk of climate change is exaggerated”. According to the author, millions of Americans have changed their minds about the climate issue and are starting to question the views and theories proposed by scientists.

本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解。主要见第一段。气候门事件主要指部分科学家用不科学的态度武断作出全球气候变暖的结论，而且不许普通民众提出异议，只许其“唯听是从”，由此而引起一片抗议、批评的浪潮。第一段和后面的文字均围绕该事件展开。

23．It is a critical comment of scientists. Randy Olson doesn't agree with the scientists' approach to climate prediction and their attitudes toward the public. When they think of themselves as “guardians of truth”and force the public to understand and accept their prediction on climate change (which in fact may not really tell the truth), their condescending (patronizing) attitude make the audience unhappy or “feel threatened”. They do not treat the audience equally, the result is more people turn to the “not a crisis” side and become their opponents.

本题考查对文章的基本内容的理解和根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。主要内容见第二、三两段。作者通过引用Randy Olson的话来传递人们对气象学家的不满和批评。少数科学家盛气凌人，自以为是真理捍卫者，强迫民众接受他们提出的并非基于科学客观的气候预测，傲慢的态度引起巨大民愤。

24．It is a heavy criticism of the arrogant attitude of scientists over the issue of global warming. Their communication often leads to negative response from the public, causing peole to doubt their prediction of global warming and their approach towards climatic change. Their “smarter-than-thou” attitude often observed in debates over climate change make people feel threatened, insulted or humiliated, arousing resentment and opposition from the audience.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子意思的能力。主要内容见第三段。作者在引用Randy Olson的批评时，指出部分气象科学家的傲慢和自以为是、藐视普通大众的态度会激起民愤，驱使他们走到自己的对立面去。

25．The author shows that the “rejection of science”is a peculiar American attitude, they “do not bow to authority”in the way people do in some other countries. The ideas of the (religious) Reformation have stronger influence over the American character. It is a country with a large population of emigrants, so they have a tradition of being “fed up with hierarchy”. Today, with Internet, people think “they can know as much about climate or evolution as an expert”. It is an “American way” “to distrust those who set themselves as authorities.” And today's “growing belief in the wisdom of crowds” also contributes to the formation of such an attitude.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见最后三段。作者通过对气候门事件的介绍，揭示了部分气象科学家的傲慢态度引起民众的抗议和不满，而且在网络时代的今天，美国人对这样的科学家的蔑视自然在所难免，加之作为移民民族的传统特点，因而露出experts are idiots的愤激言辞来。

Passage 8


Questions 26～28


The year 2005 was an exceptionally dry one for the Amazon rainforest. Thousands of square kilometers of rainforest were destroyed. The level of the mighty Amazon river and its tributaries fell to the lowest levels since records began. Fish perished in the abnormally warm waters. Boats were grounded. Locals were forced to abandon their homes. It was the kind of drought that researchers would expect no more than once a century.

But then came the drought of 2010. As a new research paper published in the journal Science today reveals, last year's drought was even more severe than 2005. So Brazil has experienced two “once in a century” climatic events in a decade. Unsurprisingly, scientists are beginning to suspect that something is amiss. A link between these crippling droughts and climate change cannot be proved. But increasingly common drought is consistent with what scientific models predict for a globally warmer world. Increasing Atlantic sea surface temperatures are expected to lead to lower rainfall in Brazil's great forest.

There is another deeply worrying trend. The amount of carbon dioxide pumped into the atmosphere by our societies has fallen in recent years because of the global economic downturn. But the latest readings suggest that CO2
 levels in atmosphere still increased over that time. The fear is that this is being driven by a “feedback loop”, whereby the impact of climate change itself accelerates climate change. In this case, as the climate heats up, rainforest trees fall and burn, releasing the carbon locked up in them. And this, in turn, accelerates warming further.

Again, the existence of a feedback loop is difficult to prove. But it fits predictions. Normally, rainforests function like great carbon sinks, absorbing a large proportion of the CO2
 that human activity produces. But in 2005, thanks to deforestation, the Amazon became a net emitter of carbon dioxide. In that year, the rainforest is estimated to have emitted some 5 billion tonnes of CO2
 , almost as much as the entire output of the United States.

The pace of deforestation in the Brazilian rainforest appears to have slowed somewhat in recent years. But pressure on rainforests continues in equatorial regions elsewhere, from Congo to Indonesia. We need to preserve the world's existing arboreal lungs if we are to have any chance of avoiding runaway climate change. But human activity is still depleting this crucial natural asset, even as its role in climatic regulation shows ominous signs of breaking down.

The only viable strategy for preserving the world's rainforests that has been put forward is Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD). This scheme would transfer money from high-income countries to developing countries, in order to dissuade them from cutting down their trees for profit.

But to work, this will require an overarching global climate-change treaty, with mandatory emission limits for each country. Without such a framework fiscal transfers between high-income and developing countries will never be substantial enough to affect behaviour in poor nations and the deforestation, by ranchers and loggers, will continue. Despite the great hopes, the United Nations climate change summit in Copenhagen in 2009 failed to deliver a binding global treaty. Last year's follow-up summit in Cancun was hailed by some environmentalists as a small step forward.

But the hour is too late for small steps. The world needs massive action, beginning immediately, to reverse the existing trends on emissions and deforestation. We also need to pray that it is not already too late. (1109)



26．What are the two “once in a century” climatic events? What do they tell us?

27．What is the “feedback loop”? (para. 4) What is its implication?

28．What is the significance of preserving the world's forests? And how should we preserve the world's rainforests?

【内容概要】

本文涉及内容堪称“触目惊心”。作者介绍，亚马逊雨林原来百年才出现一次的干旱，在21世纪的头十年就发生了两次。作者进而指出，近年全球经济活动虽有下降，但大气中二氧化碳却持续增长这一现象表明存在着一种气候变化本身就会进一步加剧气候恶化的feedback loop，这是更为令人担忧的。文章提出，要改变和逆转环境气候恶化的局面，需要世界各国齐心协力，迅速行动起来，否则，前景是难以预料的。

【词语解析】

arboreal a
 . 树（木）的

binding a
 .有束缚力的

carbon sink n
 . “碳库”，指能吸纳二氧化碳的自然环境或人工装置等

crippling a
 . 造成严重损害的

deplete v
 . 减少，耗尽

follow-up a
 . 接着的，补充的

logger n
 . 伐木工

overarching a
 . 支配一切的，首要的

viable a
 . 可行的

【参考答案与解析】

26．The two events refer to the severe droughts of 2005 and 2010 in the Amazon rainforest. According to researchers' prediction, such kind of drought would occur “no more than once a century”, however within the first decade of the new century, the climate disasters came twice to Brazil and the 2010 drought was “even more severe” than the 2005 drought. It shows the increasing deterioration of environment and global warming.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一、二两段。文章一开始作者即介绍原本被认为一个世纪才发生一次的重大灾难性干旱在新世纪的头十年内即在南美洲的亚马逊流域发生了两次，从而说明环境气候恶化趋势之加剧，其警示意义不言而喻。

27．It refers to the impact of climate change itself, namely, the climate change could accelerate climate change. Although the existence of the “feedback loop” is “difficult to prove”, it “fits” researchers' predictions. Another “deeply worrying trend” is with the reduction of carbon dioxide “pumped into” the atmosphere by the human community, CO2
 levels in the atmosphere still on the increase, which accelerates the warming of climate and deforestation, therefore the control and improvement of the environment would be more difficult and complicated.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，主要信息见第三、四两段。气候恶化本身就会进一步加剧气候恶化的feedback loop的现象的发现是令人震惊的，更提醒我们保护环境和气候的任务的艰巨及其长期性，考生可根据文章的分析作出归纳。

28．The preservation of the world's forests and rainforests will contribute to the improvement of the global environment and climate. We should stop the worsening of climate and avoid “runaway climate change”. The major possible strategy includes the implementation of REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation) and an overall global climate-change treaty and also mandatory emission limits for each country. In doing so massive action is needed so as “to reverse the existing trends on emissions and deforestation”.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息主要见最后三段。作者介绍了保护全球森林和雨林对改善全球气候环境的重大意义，也提出了保护森林和雨林应采取的措施和战略，考生可择要作出概括总结。

Passage 9


Questions 29～32


An unexplained and unprecedented rise in carbon dioxide in the atmosphere two years running has raised fears that the world may be on the brink of runaway global warming. Scientists are baffled why the quantity of the main greenhouse gas has leapt in a two-year period and are concerned that the Earth's natural systems are no longer able to absorb as much as in the past. The findings will be discussed tomorrow by the government's chief scientist, Dr. David King, at the annual Greenpeace lecture.

Measurements of CO2
 have been continuous for 50 years at Mauna Loa Observatory, 12,000ft up a mountain in Hawaii, regarded as far enough away from any carbon dioxide source to be a reliable measuring point. In recent decades CO2
 increased on average by 1.5 parts per million(ppm) a year because of the amount of oil, coal and gas burnt, but has now jumped to more than 2 ppm in 2002 and 2003. Above or below average rises in CO2
 levels in the atmosphere have been explained in the past by natural events. When the Pacific warms up during El Nino, the amount of carbon dioxide rises dramatically as warm oceans emit CO2
 rather than absorb it.

But scientists are puzzled because over the past two years, when the increases have been 2.08ppm and 2.54ppm respectively, there has been no El Nino. Charles Keeling, the man who began the observations in 1958, is now 74 and still working in the field. He said yesterday: “The rise in the annual rate to above two parts per million for two consecutive years is a real phenomenon. It is possible that this is merely a reflection of natural events like previous peaks in the rate, but it is also possible that it is the beginning of a natural process unprecedented in the record.”

Analysts stress that it is too early to draw any long-term conclusions. But the fear is that the greater than normal rises in CO2
 emissions mean that instead of decades to bring global warming under control we may have only a few years. At worst, the figures could be the first sign of the breakdown in the Earth's natural system for absorbing the gas. That would herald the so-called “runaway greenhouse effect”, where the planet's soaring temperature becomes impossible to contain.

One of the predictions made by climate scientists in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is that as the Earth warms, the absorption of carbon dioxide by vegetation—known as “carbon sink”—is reduced. Dr. Keeling said since there was no sign of a dramatic increase in the amount of fossil fuels being burnt in 2002 and 2003, the rise “could be a weakening of the Earth's carbon sinks, associated with the world warming, as part of a climate change feedback mechanism. It is a cause for concern.”

Tom Burke, visiting professor at Imperial College London, and a former special adviser to the former Tory environment minister, warned: “We're watching the clock and the clock is beginning to tick faster, like it seems to before a bomb goes off.” Peter Cox, head of the Carbon Cycle Group at the Met Office's Hadley Centre for Climate Change, said the increase in carbon dioxide was not uniform across the globe. “My guess is that there were extra forest fires in the northern hemisphere, and particu-larly a very hot summer in Europe，” Dr. Cox said. “This led to a die-back in vegetation and an increase in release of carbon from the soil, rather than more growing plants taking carbon out of the atmosphere, which is usually the case in summer.”

Scientists have dubbed the two-year CO2
 rise the Mauna Loa anomaly. Dr. Cox said one of its most interesting aspects was that the CO2
 rises did not take place in El Nino years. Previously the only figures that climbed higher than 2 ppm were El Nino years. The heatwave of last year which claimed at least 30,000 lives across the world was so out of the ordinary that many scientists believe it could only have been caused by global warming. But Dr. Cox is concerned that too much might be read into two years' figures. “5 or 6 years on the trot would be very difficult to explain，” he said.

Dr. Piers Forster, senior research fellow of the University of Reading's Department of Meteorology, said: “If this is a rate change, of course it will be very significant. It will be of enormous concern, because it will imply that all our global warming predictions for the next hundred years or so will have to be redone.”

David Hofmann of the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration centre, which also studies CO2
 , was more cautious. “I don't think an increase of 2 ppm for two years in a row is highly significant—there are climatic perturbations that can make this occur，” he said. “But the absence of a known climatic event does make these years unusual. Based on those two years alone I would say it was too soon to say that a new trend has been established, but it warrants close scrutiny.” (0503)



29．Why has the change in carbon dioxide in the atmosphere over the past two years raised fear and concern among climate scientists?

30．What is “runaway greenhouse effect”? (para. 4) What is “carbon sink” (para. 5)?

31．Explain briefly Tom Burke's warning “We're watching the clock and the clock is beginning to tick faster, like it seems to before a bomb goes off.” (para. 6)

32．What are the major explanations for the change in CO2
 over the past two years?

【内容概要】

本文主题围绕对大气中的二氧化碳含量变化与气候变暖关系的相关研究。Mauna Loa Observatory的科学家已连续几十年对大气中二氧化碳含量的变化进行跟踪记录研究，学者们根据自己的研究给出了不同的解释。当然气候变化是一个长期的全球性的过程，要作出准确科学的解释不那么简单，因此学者们在提出看法的同时仍保持谨慎的态度。

【词语解析】

anomaly n
 . 异常，不规则

die-back n
 . 枯死，回枯

meteorology n
 . 气象学

perturbation n
 . 动摇，混乱，引起不安的事物

trot n
 . 小跑，快步；on the trot 一刻不停，忙碌

【参考答案与解析】

29．Because the rise of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere for two years running is a clear sign of global warming, which indicates the rapid increase of greenhouse gas and the failing of the Earth's natural systems in absorbing carbon dioxide. It is also unusual as it occurs in the years with no El Nino.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，相关信息见前三段。连续两年大气中二氧化碳的增长引起了气象科学家的担忧和讨论，作者在这几段中对相关信息和数据作了报道，只要抓住重点信息，考生不难作出归纳。

30．The first refers to serious situation that with the rapid increase of the Earth's temperature, it might become much more difficult, or even impossible to control such worsening situation. “Carbon sink” refers to plants' ability to absorb carbon dioxide and thus to play the role of adjusting the Earth's temperature, and the weakening of the carbon sink is closely related to the rising of temperature.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力，相关内容见第四、五两段。runaway greenhouse effect 和carbon sink是两个带有比喻色彩的用语，作者都给出了较为明确的补充说明，考生应能正确理解。

31．He used the metaphor of “clock”and “bomb” to describe the rising of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere (“the clock is beginning to tick faster”) and the possible destructive consequences to our environment (“before a bomb goes off”).

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，相关信息主要见第六段。访问教授Tom Burke采用比喻的说法指出大气中二氧化碳增长和气候变化问题的严重性，考生可根据上下文以及比喻的字面及隐喻义给出合理的解释。

32．One view is that the forest fires and very hot summer lead to destruction of vegetation and increase in the release of carbon from the soil, so it is a result of global warming, which could lead to the readjustment of global warming predictions for the next century. The other “more cautious” attitude is that the two year increase of carbon dioxide might not be so significant and it is too soon to reach conclusions about the climatic change. So it is necessary to have close investigation and observance.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见最后三段。对大气中二氧化碳的增长和气候变暖问题，学者们有不同的理解和看法，作者介绍了一些有代表性的看法，考生可据此作出扼要小结。

Passage 10


Questions 33～35


This summer, Texas' drought of the century is an uncomfortable reminder that often there just isn't enough water to go around. But the 40 consecutive days of triple-digit temperatures and minuscule rainfall may also be boosting the case for a new freshwater source being developed in Big Spring, Texas, and surrounding cities. With a waste-water-to-drinking-water treatment plant now under construction, Big Spring will soon join the growing list of cities that use recycled sewage water for drinking water—a practice that the squeamish call “toilet to tap.” The trend is expanding as climbing temperatures and dry weather across the West force environmentalists, politicians, and citizens to find newer, better solutions to freshwater resources.

“It's really a natural and cost-effective ［solution］ when you don't have another resource available，” says David Sedlak, professor of civil and environmental engineering of the Berkeley Water Center at the University of California, Berkeley. “We have to recognize that as the population of the country continues to move out into the West and as climate change continually reduces the water supply, these issues are going to become more and more important.” The $13 million Big Spring Water Reclamation Plant, due to open early next year, will pump 2 million gallons of water each day to Big Spring and three nearby cities—Stanton, Midland, and Odessa—using the waste water produced by area residents.

“The neat thing about it is that we'll be able to use 100 percent of the water, 100 percent of the time，” says John Grant, general manager of Colorado River Municipal Water District, which serves Big Spring. Mr. Grant, who began looking into alternative water supplies nearly 12 years ago, says public feedback runs the gamut from “There's no way I'm going to drink this” to “Why haven't y'all done this sooner?” Water reuse plants are not new, and municipalities in states from California to Florida have them.

In southern California, the largest water purification plant in the world produces 70 million gallons of water every day using recycled sewage water. The $480 million Groundwater Replenishment System (GRS) in Orange County takes already-treated waste water from the sanitation district next door and sends it through a rigorous three-step cleaning process to produce high-quality water that tastes like bottled water, says Michael Markus, general manager of the Orange County Water District.

The water first undergoes microfiltration to eradicate suspended solids, protozoa, bacteria, and some viruses. Second, it undergoes reverse osmosis—a process commonly used for improving water for drinking by forcing it through a filter. Finally, high-intensity ultraviolet light combined with hydrogen peroxide destroys any remaining organic compounds. “We need to find ways to find more reliable sources of water, and recycling is the best way to do that，” Mr. Markus says. “This is a source we can count on and control.”

The GRS is classified as an indirect potable reuse plant, which means its purified output doesn't go directly into the drinking water distribution system. Instead, the water is piped to a large ground water basin, where it sits for about six months. The aquifer serves as an environmental buffer between the purification plant and the tap. “From a public perception standpoint, if you take ［the water］ back to the environment, the public's memory of where it's been is taken away，” says UC Berkeley's Mr. Sedlak.

The biggest hurdle in water reuse is public acceptance—or the “yuck factor，” say experts. “Toilet to tap” is unappealing to many people even though the water is high-quality and pure. “That's a stigma that people need to get over，” says Davis Ford, adjunct professor at the University of Texas at Austin and an expert in environmental and water resources engineering. “［Water reuse］ is not new science. It's absolutely safe with the disinfection we have … it's good-quality water.” (1203)



33．What is the “toilet to tap” practice? What is the significance of this water treatment?

34．Introduce briefly the public feedback to the “toilet to tap” practice.

35．What is the “yuck factor”? What is the expert's opinion about water reuse?

【内容概要】

本文主题围绕环境保护中的水资源的保护利用问题。水资源的重复利用本身是一个natural 和cost-effective的解决方案，而且今天人们掌握的技术完全能够使排泄的污水变成可饮用的清洁水，作者介绍了污水处理的基本过程，指出可以做到水资源的100％的重复利用。尽管也有人对这样的水处理和重复使用表示理解和支持，但是一般公众在心理上对经如此处理的水（toilet to tap：从抽水马桶到水龙头）的使用难以接受，作者把大众对重新使用经处理的污水的厌恶心理称之为yuck factor（厌恶因素），并借用专家的意见提出，这是一个需要克服的心理障碍。

【词语解析】

aquifer n
 . 蓄水层

gamut n
 . （某一主题的）全部，整个范围

microfiltration n
 . 微过滤

minuscule n
 . 极小数目

osmosis n
 . 渗透作用性

peroxide n
 . 过氧化物

potable a
 . 可饮用的

protozoa n
 . 原生动物门

replenishment n
 . 补充，装满

squeamish a
 . 好吹毛求疵的，神经质的

yuck v
 . 呸，啐

【参考答案与解析】

33．It is a practice to turn waste water into drinking water through use of purification technology. It is a replacement for freshwater resources and “a natural and cost-effective”solution to water shortage problems. When facing “climbing temperature and dry weather”, this water treatment can help develop a new freshwater source and reduce water supply.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，围绕水资源重复利用的相关内容从第一段即点明，并贯穿全文。文章一开始即介绍世纪大干旱引发的水资源危机，因此诸如本文介绍的toilet to tap的水资源重复利用的意义不言而喻，考生在该段及相应段落可找到相关语句的说明。

34．There are different responses from the public to such water treatment. The article gives examples of two opposite views. Those hold that “There's no way I'm going to drink this” show a strong opposition to the treatment of sewage water for drinking water, others saying that “Why haven't y'all done this sooner” express support to such treatment and hope the practice should be implemented out earlier. Mr. Grant uses the word “gamut”(a whole range of opinions) to show various attitudes in the public feedback towards the treatment of water reuse.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关信息主要见第三段。对采用名为toilet to tap的水资源重复利用做法，公众反应不一，有支持这一环保措施的，也有表示难以接受的，考生可根据作者的介绍给出回答。

35．The expression “yuck factor” is used to refer to the attitude of public distaste and disgust towards such water reuse. It is an expression to show the public rejection to the use of “toilet to tap” water. According to professor Davis Ford, water reuse is not something new and it is safe with today's purification (“disinfection”) technology. His conclusion is the water quality is good and so the public should “get over” such kind of negative feeling towards water reuse

本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力和对文章基本内容的理解。相关信息见五至七段。yuck factor一语反映了公众对使用经再处理的水的心理障碍和抵制态度。专家们则认为，根据现已掌握的污水处理技术，这样的水质供人们生活使用不应有任何问题。


文艺娱乐


 选择题

Passage 1


Questions 1～5


When the British artist Paul Day unveiled his nine metre-high bronze statue of two lovers locked in an embrace at London's brand new St. Pancras International station last year it was lambasted as “kitsch”, “overblown” and “truly horrific”. Now, a brief glimpse of a new frieze to wrap around a plinth for The Meeting Place statue has been revealed, depicting “dream-like” scenes inspired by the railways.

Passengers arriving from the continent will be greeted with a series of images including a Tube train driven by a skeleton as a bearded drunk sways precariously close to the passing train. Another shows the attempted suicide of a jilted lover under a train reflected in the sunglasses of a fellow passenger. Another section reveals a woman in short skirt with her legs wrapped round her lover while they wait for the next train.

Other less controversial parts of the terracotta draft frieze depicts soldiers leaving on troop trains for the First World War and the evacuation of London's underground network after the terror attacks of 7 July 2005.

Until the unveiling of The Meeting Place last year, Day, who lives in France, was best known for the Battle of Britain memorial on Embankment. His new frieze looks set to be a return to the sort of crammed bronze montages that has made him so well known. Day said he wanted the new plinth to act as the ying to the larger statue's yang.

“For me this sculpture has always been about how our dreams collide with the real world，” he said. “The couple kissing represent an ideal, a perfect dream reality that ultimately we cannot obtain. The same is true of the railways. They were a dream come true, an incredible feat of engineering but they also brought with them mechanized warfare, Blitzkrieg and death.”

Day is still working on the final bronze frieze which will be wrapped around the bottom of the plinth in June next year but he says he wants the 50 million passengers that pass through St. Pancras every year to be able to get up close and personal with the final product. “The statue is like a signpost to be seen and understood from far away，” he said. “Its size is measured in terms of the station itself. The frieze, on the other hand, is intended to capture the gaze of passers-by and lead them on a short journey of reflections about travel and change that echoes their presence in St. Pancras, adding a very different experience to The Meeting Place sculpture.”

Brushing aside some of the criticism leveled at his work that has compared it to cartoons or comic strips, Day said he believed his work would stand the test of time. “All the crap that was hurled at the sculpture was just that, crap，” he said. “The reaction from the critics was so strangely hostile but I believe time will tell whether people, not the art press, will value the piece.”

“When people criticise my reliefs for looking like comic strips they have got the wrong end of the stick. Throughout the ages, man has been telling stories through a series of pictures, whether it's stained glass windows, sculptures or photojournalism. My friezes are part of that tradition.”

Stephen Jordan, from London and Continental Railways, which commissioned the piece, said: “The Meeting Place seeks to challenge and has been well received by visitors who love to photograph it. In addition, it performs an important role within the station, being visible from pretty much anywhere on the upper level of St Pancras International and doing exactly what was planned, making the perfect meeting place for friends.” (0903)



【内容概要】

本文具体介绍英国艺术家保罗·戴（Paul Day）创作的、陈列在伦敦圣潘克拉斯国际火车站的青铜雕塑“欢聚之地”引起的争议。有人批评它俗气，华而不实，令人恐怖；也有人认为它具有喜剧效果。作者保罗·戴认为，这个雕塑旨在表明我们的梦想是如何与现实世界产生碰撞的。他还在继续创作这个雕塑的最后部分。面对批评，他认为时间将证明一切。该雕塑的授权人——伦敦大陆铁路公司的斯蒂芬·乔丹认为该雕塑受到了一些游客的好评。另外，它也在车站内发挥了重要的作用，因为它很容易引起旅客注目，正如预期的一样，成了朋友们的欢聚之地。

【词语解析】

Blitzkrieg n
 . ［德］闪电战，突然袭击

collide v
 . 碰撞

crap 大便，粪便；胡话

frieze n
 . （柱的）中楣，雕带，带状装饰

jilt v
 . 抛弃（情人）

kitsch n
 . 俗气的艺术、设计等

lambast v
 . 不断地狠打

photojournalism n
 . 摄影新闻，摄影图片报道

plinth n
 . 底座，基座

precariously adv
 . 不稳定地

relief n
 . 浮雕；浮雕法；浮雕作品

skeleton n
 . （建筑物等的）骨架，框架

terracotta n
 . 赤陶土

Tube n
 . （伦敦）地铁

1．Which of the following is NOT true about The Meeting Place sculpture?

（A）It has been completed with the rebuilding of the St. Pancras International station.

（B）It is located at London's new St. Pancras International station.

（C）It has been designed by the British artist Paul Day.

（D）It is a nine metre-high bronze statue of two lovers locked in an embrace.

2．The word “lambasted” from the sentence “it was lambasted as ‘kitsch’, ‘overblown’, and ‘truly horrific’” (para. 1) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）applauded

（B）evaluated

（C）criticized

（D）slandered

3．When Paul Day says “but they (the railways) also brought with them mechanized warfare, Blitzkrieg and death” (para. 5), he means that________.

（A）without railways, there would be no mechanized warfare, Blitzkrieg and death

（B）railways led to mechanized warfare, Blitzkrieg and death

（C）the building of railways came in the wake of warfare, Blitzkrieg and death

（D）the building of railways shows that technology also has horrible destructive power

4．When Paul Day says that “they (the critics) have got the wrong end of the stick” (para. 8), he was telling us that________.

（A）they should not be so hostile to his creation

（B）they are wrong to compare his creation to cartoons or comic strips

（C）they do not get the essence of his friezes

（D）they should know more about the tradition of human story telling

5．According to Paul Day, The Meeting Place sculpture is intended________.

（A）to display the controversial world of the past century

（B）to demonstrate how the ying and the yang accommodate each other

（C）to picture the life of London people during those war years

（D）to show how human dreams come into conflict with the real world

【解析】

1．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，采用排除法。选项A称雕塑是和圣潘克拉斯国际火车站的重建工程一起完成的，这与文意不符，根据文章第六段描述，作者还在继续创作这个雕塑的最后部分；选项B说雕塑位于新的圣潘克拉斯国际火车站，选项C说雕塑由英国艺术家保罗·戴创作；选项D对雕塑作了描述：9米高的青铜雕像，一对爱人紧紧拥抱。排除后项A为答案。

2．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。从后续的几个描述该雕塑的词语——kitsch, overblown, truly horrific（“俗气，华而不实，实在令人恐惧”）来看，lambasted应该是引出贬义评价的动词，选项C符合此义；选项A为褒义词，选项B（评价）一词没有贬义；而选项D（诽谤）的意思又表达太过了一些，均应排除。

3．答案是D。本题考查对文章隐含意思作出推测的能力。该句子出现在第5段，该段第一句作者说该雕塑旨在表明我们的梦想是如何与现实世界产生碰撞的，随后说雕塑描绘了一个不可能达到的理想场景，铁路也是如此。它们是实现了的梦想，但也随之带来了机械化战争等。这里表达的是一个矛盾现象，即人类的发明创造、技术进步往往有两面性。选项D说建造铁路表明技术也有可怕的破坏力，符合题意。选项A的说法过于绝对；选项B的意思导致另一个极端；选项C把逻辑关系颠倒了，均应排除。

4．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力。保罗·戴认为有人批评他的作品看起来像连环漫画，是他们理解错了。选项C对艺术家的看法解释比较准确。选项A说他们不应对其创作持敌对观点；选项B称他们把其创作与卡通和连环漫画相比做法不当；选项D说他们应知道更多人类讲故事的传统，均与作者想表达的意思不符。

5．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容在第五段有明确的表述：这个雕塑创作的目的旨在体现人类的梦想是如何与现实世界产生碰撞的，选项D正确；选项A总结的范围过于狭窄，选项B的部分概念文章有提及，但作为创作目标似太泛、太广，选项C的概括同样过于偏狭，均予排除。

Passage 2


Questions 6～10


The British author Salman Rushdie is selling his personal archive to a wealthy American university. The archive, which includes personal diaries written during the decade that he spent living in hiding from Islamic extremists, is being bought by the Emory University in Atlanta for an undisclosed sum. The move has sparked concern that Britain's literary heritage is being lost to foreign buyers. The archive also includes two unpublished novels.

Rushdie, 59, said last week that his priority had been to “find a good home” for his papers, but admitted that money had also been a factor. “I don't see why I should give them away，” he said. “It seemed to me quite reasonable that one should be paid.” The sum involved is likely to match or exceed similar deals. In 2003 Emory bought the archive of Ted Hughes, the late poet laureate, for a reported $600,000. Julian Barnes, the author of Flaubert's Parrot, is said to have sold his papers to the University of Texas at Austin for $200,000.

Rushdie was born in Bombay (Mumbai) but educated in Britain. His book Midnight's Children was voted the best Booker prize winner in 25 years and he is regarded as a leading British literary novelist. The sale of his papers will annoy the British Library, which is about to hold a conference to discuss how to stop famous writers' archives being sold abroad.

Yesterday Clive Field, the director of scholarship and collections at the library, said: “I am pleased that Rushdie's papers will be preserved in a publicly accessible institution, but disappointed that we didn't have an opportunity to discuss the acquisition of the archive with him.” Rushdie said the British Library “never asked me about the archive”.

Emory University enjoys a large endowment thanks to a student who became a senior executive at Coca-Cola, and already holds the archives of the poets W. B. Yeats and Seamus Heaney, as well as Hughes. “Emory seems to be very serious about building a collection of contemporary literature，” said Rushdie. “Not only do they have the papers of Hughes and Heaney, but also Paul Muldoon and other writers. I got the sense that they want to collect contemporary novelists as well and it just felt very good to be part of that.”

Rushdie, who now lives in New York, has accepted a position as a visiting fellow and will spend a month on the campus in Decatur, a leafy suburb of Atlanta, every year until 2012. “They asked if I'd ever thought about putting my archive anywhere and, to tell you the truth, until that moment I really hadn't，” Rushdie said.

“My archive is so voluminous that I don't have room in my house for it and it's in an outside storage facility. I was worried about that and wanted to feel it was in a safe place.” The papers will be open for scholars to study with one key exception: the “fatwa” diaries that Rushdie wrote under threat of death from Islamic extremists for writing The Satanic Verses. He spent a decade in hiding under the protection of Scotland Yard after Ayatollah Khomeini, then leader of Iran, called the book “blasphemous against Islam” in 1989.

The author may use the diaries as the basis for a book: “I wouldn't want them out in the open, I want to be the first person to have a go at the material, whether as a serious autobiography or as a memoir.” He was ambivalent about the idea of scholars studying his papers. “The whole thing is very bizarre, you know, it's like imagining someone going through your underwear.”

The two unpublished novels—The Antagonist, influenced by Thomas Pynchon, the American writer, and The Book of Peer—were written by Rushdie in the 1970s: “The Antagonist was a contemporary London novel, set around Ladbroke Grove where I was living at the time. I think it was embarrassingly Pynchonesque.”

Chris Smith, the former culture minister who chairs the UK Literary Heritage Working Group, said: “It is a very sad day for British literature and scholarship. Our literary heritage is arguably our greatest contribution to culture and we should be taking special care to protect that.” Andrew Motion, the poet laureate, last week called for the government to remove Vat from unbound papers, which increases the cost of purchases in this country. Stephen Enniss, of Emory University, said: “There is worldwide interest in Rushdie. We are catering for the long-term care of the archive and will welcome scholars from all over the world.” (0703)

【内容概要】

数年来英国不少当代作家、文学家的个人literary archives 被美国的大学图书馆等有关部门高价收购。文中提到了英国著名作家Salman Rushdie（萨曼·拉什迪）已与美国的Emory University达成协议，同意把他的有关文学创作的文件档案包括手稿和日记等，出售给该大学收藏并向公众开放。Rushdie承认，他之所以把文稿等出售给美国的大学（而没有卖给英国的有关机构收藏）money had also been a factor。英国的有关文化机构及人士对本国作家和诗人把自己的文稿等“文化遗产”出售给美国的大学等深表忧虑，呼吁国家有关部门应尽快采取有效措施，阻止此风蔓延，以免英国宝贵的literary heritage落到foreign buyers的手中。

本文提到了部分英国当代作家、诗人的部分作品等，牵涉到近现代英国的文学知识背景，考生如果熟悉这些作家及其作品的话，对文中描述的英国人的担心会有深一层的理解。但即使这方面有所欠缺并不影响对本文主题的了解。文章本身提供的相关信息对理解本文的主题基本上是足够的。

【词语解析】

ambivalent a
 . 怀有矛盾心理的

blasphemous a
 . 带有亵渎意味的

endowment n
 . 赋予权力

fatwa n
 . ［阿拉伯］死刑令

laureate n
 . 桂冠

Scotland Yard n
 . 苏格兰场，伦敦警察厅

unbound a
 . 未装订成册的

6．It can be learned from the passage that the British author Salman Rushdie________.

（A）lived in hiding under the protection of Scotland Yard for a decade

（B）had spent the decade living in Scotland Yard until 1998

（C）lived in hiding in New York for one decade

（D）had moved from place to place since the publication of The Satanic Verses

7．According to the passage, the British Library________.

（A）is going to buy back Rushdie's personal archive from Emory University

（B）opposes the American universities' acquisition of archives from British literary people

（C）has discussed with Salman Rushdie the acquisition of his personal archive

（D）has expressed much concern over foreign buyers' acquisition of Britain's literary heritage

8．It can be concluded from the passage that the Emory University has collected the archives of all the following British poets EXCEPT________.

（A）Ted Hughes

（B）Andrew Motion

（C）W. B. Yeats

（D）Seamus Heaney

9．According to the passage, the “fatwa” diaries (para.7)________.

（A）were not included in the archive sold to the Emory University

（B）will not be open to the public in the near future

（C）were all about the writing of The Satanic Verses

（D）will soon be published to expose the persecution by Islamic extremists

10．Why was Salman Rushdie ambivalent about the idea of scholars studying his papers?

（A）He was afraid that he would be pursued by Islamic extremists again.

（B）The scholars might use the papers to write a biography about him.

（C）He felt that his privacy might be easily exposed to the public.

（D）He could not imagine what kind of consequences would be following.

【解析】

6．答案为A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。相关内容主要见第一段和第七段等。关于英国当代作家Salman Rushdie，考生应有所了解。选项B、C和D均只有部分信息和文章提供的信息接近，其他部分则有明显区别，应予排除。

7．答案为D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体与英国图书馆相关。内容可见第三、四段等。选项A与文章所述事实不符，选项B在文章中并没有如此明确的表述，选项C也与文章中介绍的情况相反。

8．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。主要信息可见第二、第五段和最后一段等。部分考生对文中提到的几位英国当代作家诗人不一定很熟悉。但文章对美国的Emory University已收藏的英国当代文人文稿情况有明确举例介绍。选项A、C、D可排除。作者介绍Andrew Motion为英国当代桂冠诗人，正是他发出呼吁，希望抵制美国的大学机构等出资收购收藏英国作家的文稿档案这一做法。

9．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体为Rushdie对其出售给Emory University的fatwa日记的处理方式的意见。内容主要在第七和第八段。选项A与文章提供事实相反，选项C与所述内容并不一致，选项D同样与文章不一致。

10．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，具体为Rushdie在把自己的文稿、日记等档案出售给美国的Emory University以后，他的文档是否可以公开、怎样公开、以及学者们查阅他的文稿等可能带来的后果等所抱的犹疑不安态度。内容可见第八段。选项A、B和文章提供的情况不一致，选项D也是一种对Rushdie所抱的不安、担心态度的描述，但与文章提供的他自己说的话的含义相比，并不完全一致，可排除。

Passage 3


Questions 11～15


A Black comedy by a first-time novelist with a past as colorful as his book has defied the bookies to win the ￡50,000 Man Booker prize, the most important honour in the British literary world. Vernon God Little by D. B. C. Pierre, the nom de plume of 42-year-old Mexican-Australian Peter Finlay, was the unanimous choice of the Booker judges, chaired by John Carey, who took less than an hour to decide. The novel tells the story of Vernon Gregory, a Texan teenager who is put on trial accused of a massacre at his high school.

At the awards ceremony at the British Museum in London last night, Professor Carey described it as a “coruscating black comedy reflecting our alarm but also our fascination with modern America.” Accepting the prize, the novelist said: “My mum is in the audience. I want to say she and the rest of my family planted the idea that I could do anything and I would just like to apologise for taking it literally.” It beat a shortlist including Brick Lane
 , the first novel by Monica Ali which was the bookmakers' favourite and has been the biggest seller in the shops, and Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood, the only established author to make it to the final round of judging.

Martyn Goff, the director of the Man Booker prize, said he was “absolutely amazed” at the swiftness of the decision which was made after the second shortest debate in the prize's 35-year history. “Four of them jumped as one, and the fifth ［member of the jury］ was not unhappy，” he said. The judges were particularly convinced by the way the author was able to create such a strong sense of America. “There was a feeling that it could only have been written by an American whereas we all know it wasn't，” he said.

D. B. C. Pierre'—the initials stand for Dirty But Clean—is a reformed drug addict and gambler who was born into a wealthy family but lost virtually everything when the banks were nationalised in Mexico in 1982. Without his family money to fall back on, Finlay has admitted selling his best friend's home and keeping the proceeds as well as working up hundreds of thousands of dollars of debts in a scheme to find gold in Mexico. Revealing how his life was often stranger than fiction, he said in a recent interview: “For nine years I was in a drug haze, on a rampage of cocaine, heroin, any shit I could get. I am not proud of what I have done and I now want to put it right.”

A publishing deal for the book was sealed just one hour before the first plane hit New York's World Trade Centre on 11 September, 2001. “Ever since, I feel like there's some dark destiny swirling around the book，” he said. His financial problems are likely to become a thing of the past. A filmmaker has bought an option to make a movie of the book and as well as the ￡50,000 prize cheque, the writer, who currently lives in Ireland, is guaranteed a significant increase in sales. Sales of last year's winner, Yann Martel's Life Of Pi, have exceeded 1 million copies. Martin Higgs, literary editor of Waterstone's, said: “The storyline for this book is one that you would as much see played out today on the six o'clock news as read in a novel and has for this reason struck a chord with book lovers.”

Finlay was second favourite to win, behind Monica Ali, 35, who created a flurry of interest even before her debut novel was published when she was named one of Granta's best young Bristish novelists. The other shortlisted books were The Good Doctor
 , by Damon Galgut, Astonishing Splashes of Colour
 by Clare Morrall, and Notes on a Scandal
 by the former Independent on Sunday
 journalist Zoe Heller, 38. (0403)

【内容概要】

本文介绍英国文学奖Man Booker prize（布克奖）获奖作者Peter Finley的曲折经历和不平凡的创作道路。他原是墨西哥人，后入澳大利亚籍，出身一富裕家庭，但在墨西哥银行国有化过程中财富尽失，他吸过毒，参与赌博，甚至通过盗卖朋友的房产度日，欠下巨额的债务。他用笔名D. B. C. Pierre（＝Dirty But Clean）发表的小说Vernon God Little却赢得该奖评委的青睐，几乎是在一致公认的情况下一举夺得大奖。文章同时简单介绍了该年奖项的评选以及其他入选作品和作者等。

【词语解析】

fall back on v
 . 借助于，依赖

flurry n
 . 阵雨，阵风

haze n
 . 糊涂，烟雾

Man Booker prize n
 . ［英］布克图书奖

nom de plume n
 . ［法］笔名

rampage n
 . 狂暴行为

11．The novelist Peter Finlay said that, when accepting the prize, he “would just like to apologise for taking it literally.” (para. 2) The word “it” refers to the idea of________.

（A）selling his friend's home and using up the money

（B）publishing the novel Vernon God Little

（C）owing huge amounts of debts to others

（D）doing whatever he liked

12．We can learn from the shortlisted books of this year's Man Booker prize that________.

（A）most of them are from established authors

（B）some of them are from first-time novelists

（C）all of them are biggest sellers in the shops

（D）half of them were written by former journalists

13．According to the passage, the director of the Man Booker prize was “absolutely amazed” because________.

（A）the debate over the prize winner was so hot and fierce

（B）the plot of Vernon God Little was so fascinating

（C）the Booker judges were almost unanimous in their decision

（D）the fifth member of the jury refused to change his mind

14．The author mentions in the passage the sales of last year's winner Yann Martel's Life Of Pi
 to imply that________.

（A）the success of Vernon God Little
 will bring the author a lot of money

（B）Peter Finlay will become as rich as a world famous movie star

（C）the sales of Vernon God Little
 will exceed that of Life Of Pi


（D）the Booker prize winning novels will become world classics

15．Which of the following CANNOT be concluded from the passage about the novelist Peter Finlay?

（A）He had once been a drug addict and gambler.

（B）He almost lost everything because of the nationalization of banks in Mexico.

（C）He was quite worried before the publication of his first novel.

（D）He knew his bestselling book would win the national literary prize.

【解析】

11．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，主要信息见第二段。文章提到小说作者为自己过去的作为对母亲及家庭成员表示道歉，据上下文，选项D的解释比较贴切，为答案，选项A为他曾经做过的错事之一，但在该语句中it不可能直接指该事，选项B意思错，选项C也是他曾经的过错，同样不在it直指的范围，均予排除。

12．答案是B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段。选项A、C和D或与文章介绍的情况有别或有出入，均予排除。选项B与相关信息相符，为答案。

13．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第三段。选项C与该奖项评委会主任Martyn Goff介绍的评奖过程基本一致，为答案。选项A和D与所介绍情况相反，选项B所述内容虽不错，但并非是该评委主任感到absolutely amazed的直接原因，均予排除。

14．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第六段。作者有意提及上一届获大奖作品销售超过100册，然后介绍Waterstone's的文学编辑对本次获大奖作品的评论，意指该书也一定能畅销，选项A为答案。选项B欠妥，选项C原文并未作此推断，选项D的说法过于夸大，均予排除。

15．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第四、五两段，须采用排除法。选项A、B和C（I feel like there's some dark destiny swirling around the book）文中均有提及或介绍，予以排除。选项D与文中的介绍事实不符，符合题意，为答案。

Passage 4


Questions 16～20


Bob Barnes never dreamed that the long arm of the music industry would reach into his personal computer. Sure, the bus operator had used Napster to grab music files off the Internet. And when that file-swapping service was put out of business, he switched to its most popular successor, Kazaa. But he was careful not to leave a trace, transferring all his downloaded songs to separate discs. A visiting teenage grandson wasn't so careful, however, and last week Barnes, 50, was slapped with a subpoena from the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). It alleged that he had posted online—for the world to steal—digital copies of songs by Savage Garden, Marvin Gaye and the Eagles. “This is like shock and awe，” says Barnes. “Blitz them until they submit.”

Barnes may be a pirate, but he has plenty of company. An estimated 60 million Americans, more than the number of Bush voters in 2000, are using file-sharing networks on the Internet. Until last week it seemed like a safely anonymous pursuit. But then RIAA started subpoenaing colleges and Internet-service providers (ISPs) for the names and addresses of more than 950 computer owners—some of whom, like Barnes, were trafficking in stolen music without knowing it. A lot of music downloaders don't realize that they are also distributors. On Kazaa, for example, the tunes you store in the designated download folder are automatically broadcast back to other users. Unless you turn off sharing or move the music to a different place on your hard drive, anybody can reach into your computer and take a copy (as long as you are online and running Kazaa.)

How many songs do you have to have in that folder to catch the eye of the music police? A thousand? A dozen? Just one? RIAA, which is trying to put the fear of litigation into as many music pirates as it can, is playing coy. It has declined to say whom it is targeting or how many more subpoenas it plans to issue. So far, though, most of the file sharers it has gone after were dealing in hundreds of tracks, not just a few. “We're focused on the supply side，” RIAA president Cary Sherman says. “If you can get at the 10％ of people who are offering 90％ of the files, that makes a significant dent.” Until recently, getting even that 10％ was impossible. Users were hidden behind the long strings of numbers that represent Internet addresses. Only network administrators knew who had been assigned which Internet address, and they were reluctant to share. All that changed in February, when a federal judge ordered Verizon to turn over to RIAA the name of an alleged music pirate. That opened the floodgates. Last week the Federal District courthouse had to hire extra clerks just to deal with music-industry litigation.

“This is turning into a subpoena mill，” says Sarah Deutsch, associate general counsel for Verizon, after receiving more than 200 requests for identities. “We're not just going to roll over and allow this kind of process.” Not every ISP feels the same. Comcast, the cable-TV company that sells high-speed Internet access on the side, has announced its intention to cooperate with RIAA. So has Chicago's Loyola University. The Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Boston University, by contrast, have gone to court to protect students' identities. The cat-and-mouse game between computer programmers and the music industry is heating up. The next generation of file-sharing software, programmers promise, will provide anonymity that not even ISPs will be able to crack. New online services with names like Earth Station 5 and W.A.S.T.E. claim to have done that already, but none are quite ready for prime time.

Happily, there's another alternative: paying for your music, using one of several legal downloading services. The most popular, Apple's 99C-a-song iTunes music store, has racked up 5 million downloads in just two months and is scheduled to launch a Windows version in December. It was joined last week by buymusic.com, which offers some of the same songs for 79C apiece. Neither has anything like Kazaa's selection just yet—but both are guaranteed subpoena free. (0403)

【内容概要】

本文介绍通过网络贩卖音乐作品赚钱。作者以Bob Barnes为例，指出仅在美国就可能有数千万人通过共享的网络下载数码音乐作品。但对于以什么标准界定music pirate，以及怎样进行追踪和处理，却还存在多方面的困难与障碍，作者虽举了美国联邦地区法院等机构在这方面作出的努力，但同时指出这是一场发生在computer programmers 和the music industry之间的不断加剧的cat-and-mouse game（猫捉老鼠游戏）。文末作者提出paying for music的收费下载服务不失为一解决办法。

【词语解析】

coy a
 . 含糊其词的

floodgate n
 . 防洪闸（门），泄水闸（门）

Napster n
 . 指一款可以在网络中下载自己想要的MP3文件的软件，它同时能够让自己的机器也成为一台服务器，为其他用户提供下载

roll over v
 . 翻转，倒转，债务的展期，信贷延期

subpoena n
 . 传票，用传票传唤

16. The author introduces Bob Barnes at the beginning of the passage________.

（A）to show how careful he was when downloading music

（B）to serve as the background of his life story

（C）to provide readers with an example of music pirates

（D）to warn the readers not to follow suit

17．The expression “he has plenty of company” (para. 2) can best be paraphrased as________.

（A）he has won large numbers of supporters

（B）he has had a lot of followers

（C）he has downloaded numerous songs

（D）he has established a big company

18．Which of the following is implied in the question “How many songs do you have to have in that folder to catch the eye of the music police?” (para. 3)

（A）It is important to give a definite figure of songs for music piracy.

（B）RIAA has not yet decided whether to announce the figure.

（C）RIAA only plans to threaten music pirates to stop their action.

（D）The figure for determining music piracy will be announced, sooner or later.

19．Which of the following best explains the metaphor “That opened the floodgates.” (para. 3)?

（A）More Americans are following Bob Barnes to download music.

（B）More clerks are hired to deal with music industry litigation.

（C）More companies are supporting the action of RIAA to stop music piracy.

（D）More names of music pirates were offered to RIAA under federal decision.

20．The decision from federal judges is not supported by________.

（A）The Massachusetts Institute of Technology

（B）Recording Industry Association of America

（C）The cable-TV company Compacts

（D）Loyola University of Chicago

【解析】

16．答案是C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第一段。本文主题围绕music pirate展开，选项C点明主题，为答案。选项A偏题，仅关注一小细节，选项B解释不当，选项D的表述与作者的意图并不吻合，均予排除。

17．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第二段。第二句即提及美国有约6000万人和Barnes一样通过因特网分享音乐作品。选项B的说明可接受，为答案。选项A的说明欠妥，选项C和D的解释均出错，“文不对题”，应予排除。

18．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和作出推论的能力，主要内容见第三段。根据后面的句子，RIAA对music pirates并未采取实质性的措施，主要是以威胁为主。选项C为答案。选项A是对该句的机械推断，选项B也是一种随意的引申，选项D则是一种缺乏逻辑的推断，均应予排除。

19．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，须采用排除法，主要内容见第三段。该句本身采用了隐喻的表达。但上下文内容明确围绕公布music pirates的名字展开，选项A置于该上下文不合逻辑，选项B同样发生偏离，选项C的解释在这里也不合适，均予排除。选项D与前句构成较合理的逻辑和意义关系，为答案。

20．答案是A。本题考查根据上下文正确作出推断的能力，主要内容见第四段。根据该段提供的信息，选项B、C和D三个单位的立场基本一致，应予排除，而MIT和Boston University则与联邦法官的裁决对立，意在protect students' identities，为答案。

Passage 5


Questions 21～25


Who is Daredevil? As a kid he was blinded by biomedical waste. He later discovered that his other senses were heightened and began developing them into superhuman abilities. He's been a second-tier hero for decades, but on Friday, Ben Affleck, in Daredevil's crimson outfit, will try to put the hero in the big leagues. As it happens, Daredevil is also a handy metaphor for Marvel Enterprises, the public company that owns Daredevil and 4,700 other comic-book characters. In the '90s, Marvel was blinded by explosive sales of its comic books to speculators who believed they were a can't-miss investment. When that bubble burst, Marvel was forced to develop its other abilities—winning back readers and reaching out to new fans through the big screen. It paid off, and now Marvel seems on top of the world, leaping between rooftops like the mysterious Daredevil.

There's more to come, too, with two other big-budget Marvel movies hitting theaters by summer. “X-Men 2，” the sequel to the surprise 2000 hit, arrives in May, followed by “The Hulk” in June. Both films are expected to build on the success of “Spider-Man”, which grossed $822 million and sparked sales of nearly 2 million Spidey videogames. “Things are fantastic，” crows Marvel Enterprises CEO Allen Lipson. “I don't think they could get much better.”

Lipson can be forgiven for sounding like Peter Parker after a hot date with Mary Jane. Marvel's mid-'90s collapse was so spectacular, you'd think its rivals at DC Comics had slipped it some kryptonite. Under Ron Perelman, who bought the company in 1989, Marvel tried to become a hulking corporate titan, expanding into businesses like trading cards, toys and stickers. It even explored funding its own movies. For a time, the strategy worked. But after the comic-book craze ended, the company bled red ink. Its best creators left in droves, and loyal fans were furious that their beloved icons were sliding into lame soap-opera story lines.

After a protracted battle between Perelman and corporate rider Carl Icahn, Toy Biz owner Ike Perlmutter managed to take Marvel out of bankruptcy in 1998. And Perlmutter assembled his own Fantastic Four to run Marvel: the then CEO Peter Cuneo, 58, chief operating officer Bill Jemas, 45, Marvel Comics Editor in Chief Joe Quesada, 41, and Avi Arad, 55, who would head the film and TV division, Marvel Studios. Their first job was to fix the core publishing division. Marvel cut the number of titles in half to focus on quality. And it lured back top writers and artists to modernize characters like Spider-Man, making him a teenager once more and ratcheting up the emotional realism.

With significant advances in visual effects and 3-D graphics, moviemaking and videogame technology were able to do real justice to the superheroes' abilities, too. In 1998, “Blade，” starring Wesley Snipes, grossed $70 million. Two years later, “X-Men” hauled in $157 million at the box office, proving the success of “Blade” wasn't a fluke. As “X-Men” arrived in theaters, videogame publisher Activision released its first 3-D X-Men and Spider-Man games for the original PlayStation, and both were hits, erasing a string of superhero videogames that failed because of lackluster 2-D graphics. “We discovered that hard-core gamers were also comic-book fans，” says Kathy Vrabeck, an executive VP at Activision.

The Daredevil character is known as The Man Without Fear, and Marvel is also plunging ahead, seemingly fearless of superhero saturation. But “X-Men” producer Lauren Shuler Donner says she is concerned that the sheer number of Marvel projects—12 new movie franchises and TV shows have been announced—might be too much for even the biggest comic geeks. And Gale Anne Hurd, a producer of “The Hulk”, points to the Batman franchise as an example of how a couple of bad movies can hurt a genre. “When a couple of them fail, they say that the genre doesn't work anymore，” she says. But Marvel Studios chief Arad sees his deep bench of characters as an inexhaustible resource, with action, horror, espionage, sci-fi and other genres ready to be tapped. “The world is realizing that comics are good literature，” says Arad. “We at Marvel have characters that have endured 60 years. That's hard to do.” True, but one thing faster than a superhero is the life cycle of movie fad. (0309)

【内容概要】

本文的主题由于涉及的具体影片节目等较多，阅读时应注意抓住重点。文章以Marvel Enterprises公司为例，讲述其兴衰起伏，从濒临破产到东山再起，包括重新组建强有力的班子（Fantastic Four），吸引一流的作者和艺术家，到推出“现代的”影视片的主角，采用新的3D技术以代替已趋过时的2D技术，采用多种影视片的题材（包括action, horror, espionage, sci-fi等各种风格题材）几近卧薪尝胆的艰难过程。娱乐业是过去一个世纪来发展最快、影响最大的一个行业，它借着科学技术的进步和社会生产力的提高，影响越来越大、越来越普及，是一个不可忽略的重大行业和主题。

【词语解析】

fad n
 . 时尚，风尚

fluke n
 . 侥幸，意外，偶然事件

geek n
 . 反常的人，畸形人，怪人

in droves 一群群地，成群结队

kryptonite n
 . Krypton星球上的放射性物质，喻为超人的唯一弱点，或一个人的致命缺点

lackluster a
 . 毫无生气的，枯燥乏味的

ratchet up v
 . 逐步推动

21．The author introduces Daredevil at the beginning of the passage________.

（A）to show its relation with other comic-book characters

（B）to explain how comic-book craze started and ended

（C）to illustrate Marvel Enterprises' efforts to win more readers

（D）to give a vivid comparison of Marvel's tortuous road to success

22．The expression “bled red ink” in the sentence “But after the comic-book craze ended, the company bled red ink.” (para. 3) most probably means________.

（A）went bankrupt

（B）sold its stocks

（C）lost a lot of money

（D）owed a large debt

23．The expression “to do real justice to” in the statement “moviemaking and videogame technology were able to do real justice to the superheroes' abilities, too” (para. 6) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）to bring justice to

（B）to bring into full play

（C）to give much help to

（D）to take advantage of

24．Which of the following gives the correct time order of the films released?

（A）Blade, X-Men, X-Men 2, and the Hulk

（B）X-Men, X-Men 2, Blade, and the Hulk

（C）The Hulk, Blade, X-Men, and X-Men 2

（D）The Hulk, X-Men, X-Men 2, and Blade

25．Which of the following is NOT true about Marvel Enterprises according to the passage?

（A）It changed hands for a number of times in the 1990s.

（B）It achieved great success in publishing comic books in early 1990s.

（C）It met enormous setbacks in mid-1990's owing to market changes.

（D）It owed its success to changes in business strategies.

【解析】

21．答案是D。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第一段。Daredevil是Marvel公司推出的comic-book中的一个主角，文章第一段以此为引子，然后介绍该公司发展过程中的曲折盛衰，选项D的说明准确到位。选项A文中并未提及，选项B的解释不确切，选项C的说法错误，均应排除。

22．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确词语和句子的能力，主要内容见第三段。该句和整段数次提及该公司在comic-book策划营销中由盛至衰的过程，选项C是符合逻辑的推断解释。选项A与文中内容不符（公司并未破产），选项B解释错，选项D的意思可能包括在内，但并非最佳答案，应排除。

23．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力。主要内容见第六段。段首这句话介绍高技术对superheroes' abilities的作用，后面几句则具体点出各部影视片取得的成功，选项B是较为确切的说明。选项A虽重复justice一词，但意思错，选项C意思虽不全错，但搭配欠妥，选项D的解释是一种语义“颠倒”，均予排除。

24．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要内容见第二、五两段。须统计各片推出时间。选项B、C和D均有错，予以排除。

25．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，须用排除法，主要内容见第一、三、四段。选项B、C和D分别与这几段中介绍的内容相符合，予以排除，选项A的内容文章未提及，符合题意，为答案。

Passage 6


Questions 26～30


The 100 Aker Wood may look like a dark, forbidding place these days for Michael D. Eisner. That's where Winnie the Pooh, Piglet, and Eeyore live, and the cartoon characters—which represent at least $1 billion a year in revenues for Eisner's Walt Disney Co.—are in full revolt. A 12-years-old lawsuit, sealed in a Los Angeles court until January, has come to light, and a series of court rulings threaten the media giant with hundreds of millions in overdue license payments and possibly the loss of one of its most lucrative properties.

How large a hit Disney will take is still in dispute. Disney is appealing two rulings, including one alleging that company executives knowingly destroyed important papers related to its licensing deals. The Pooh affair may seem minor at a time when Eisner is under attack for Disney's chronically weak stock price and ABC's anemic ratings, but the Disney chairman hardly needs more jostling from a Silly Old Bear. What's more, the impact could be significant. After acknowledging to the Securities ＆ Exchange Commission on Aug. 9 that “damages could total as much as several hundred million dollars” or the loss of the licensing agreement, Disney was hit with new shareholder lawsuits.

Disney wants to keep its grip on that bear and his honey jar. Pooh is Disney's single largest property, says Martin Brockstein, executive editor of The Licensing Letter. That adds up to about $100 million in operating earnings from royalties on Pooh T-shirts, backpacks, and other merchandise, figures Gerard Klauer Matheson ＆ Co. analyst Jeffrey Logsdon. Last year, Disney paid $352 million to one pair of heirs of Winnie-the-Pooh author A. A. Milne. But the family of Stephen A. Slesinger, a New York literary agent who bought the U.S. rights in 1930, says Disney owes them $200 million on licenses for T-shirts and other merchandise and has cut them entirely out of the lucrative videocassette and DVD arena. Headed by Shirley Slesinger Lasswell, an 80-year-old widow who travels with a Winnie-the-Pooh bear everywhere, the family contends it is owed close to $1 billion, say its lawyers. Disney, which says it pays the Slesingers $12 million a year, insists the $1 billion figure is a publicity stunt. “The 1930 contract says they get royalties on merchandise alone, not all exploitation，” says Disney attorney Daniel J. Petrocelli.

The Slesingers also charge that Disney lost documents related to merchandise sales and destroyed others that extended the accord to DVDs and videotapes. On June 18, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Ernest M. Hiroshige rejected the audit by a forensic accountant he thought unduly favored Disney and found that Disney “misused the discovery process” by hiding the fact that it destroyed documents that might have expanded the licensing agreement to tapes and DVDs.

Absent those documents—which include the papers of the late Disney Consumer Products chief Vincent Jefferds—the case may hinge on the “mommy memo”. That memo, written in 1983 by Slesinger daughter Patricia to her mother, Shirley, describes a meeting with Jefferds at the Beverly Hills Hotel at which Jefferds allegedly told Patricia “that videos and all these new things were covered and to shut up about it，” according to court documents. Because Disney destroyed Jefferds' letters, Judge Hiroshige ruled that Disney is barred from “introducing evidence disputing” the family's contention that they were entitled to royalties on videocassettes. Disney is appealing the ruling.

Settlement seems unlikely among the parties. One obstacle: the still-simmering animosity toward Slesinger lawyer Bertram Fields, who won a $250 million settlement for former Disney studio chief Jeffrey Katzenberg in a hyper-charged 1999 case. This time, the character may be soft and fuzzy, but the payout could be bigger. For Eisner, Pooh is becoming one Very Big Bother. (0303)

【内容概要】

本篇内容是关于美国娱乐界的一场官司。迪斯尼公司在发展过程中遭遇的官司麻烦几乎不断。维尼熊（Winnie the Pooh）是迪斯尼公司的最大品牌之一，堪称single largest property，几十年来成为利润的一大源泉。但近十多年来，该公司和维尼熊版权拥有者Slesinger家族就该品牌及其衍生产品的利润分配大打官司，双方聘请的律师也是不遗余力，大打口水仗，究其原因之一，实在是这一官司的标的太有诱惑力。

文章语言颇多诙谐幽默及比喻之处，如末句的Pooh is becoming one Very Big Bother.就是一例。

【词语解析】

absent a
 . ＆ prep
 . 缺乏，没有

accord n
 . 协议，条约

anemic a
 . 贫血的，没有活力的

Eeyore n
 . 美国迪斯尼儿童系列音乐剧中的动物

piglet n
 . 小猪

Winnie the Pooh n
 . 维尼熊

26．The expression “in full revolt” in the sentence “That's where Winnie the Pooh, Piglet, and Eeyore live, and the cartoon characters…are in full revolt.” (para. 1) implies that________.

（A）the cartoon characters are no longer popular

（B）Disney is seriously involved in lawsuits

（C）they show the sign of defeat of Disney in lawsuits

（D）the cartoon characters no longer play positive roles

27．The word “anemic” in the expression “Eisner is under attack for… ABC's anemic ratings” (para. 2) can be paraphrased as________.

（A）flexible

（B）changing

（C）steady

（D）declining

28．The sentence “Disney wants to keep its grip on that bear and his honey jar.”(para.3) can best be explained as which of the following?

（A）Disney wants to take back the bear so as to make more honey.

（B）Disney wants to take control of its cartoon characters.

（C）Disney wants to keep the most profitable property Winnie the Pooh.

（D）Disney wants to win the 12-year-old lawsuit.

29．Why does the author say that Disney's case may “hinge on the ‘mommy memo’”? (para. 5)

（A）Because Disney has been barred from introducing further evidence.

（B）Because the documents related to Disney's merchandise sales cannot be found.

（C）Because this might be the only document revealing Disney's original attitude.

（D）Because Slesinger daughter faithfully recorded Jefferds' words.

30．Which of the following CANNOT be concluded from the passage?

（A）Disney has introduced convincing evidence to defend itself.

（B）Disney has destroyed some important papers on purpose.

（C）Disney has lost in the 1999 case with Jeffrey Katzenberg.

（D）The stock price of Disney has been going down for a period of time.

【解析】

26．答案是B。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和词语的能力，主要内容见第一段。该短语in full revolt及整个句子都是一种比喻说法，旨在说明迪斯尼公司陷入牵涉到巨大经济利益的官司纠纷。选项A和D只是字面的机械解释，而且也不准确，选项C的解释也不到位，均应予排除。

27．答案是D。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语和句子的能力，主要内容见第二段。全段主要点是公司遇到的困境和麻烦，前半句即提到公司的股票价格chronically weak，这里又指出ABC公司对迪斯尼公司的业绩评级anemic，肯定是贬义和负面的意思，选项A、B和C或为褒义或为中性义，均应予排除。

28．答案是C。本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子的能力，主要内容见第三段。该句使用的比喻带有双关的成分，既有字面义，更有其隐喻义。选项A to take back the bear 意思与文中所述不符，选项B的说法也难以成立，选项D固然反映了迪斯尼公司的愿望，但和这句话表达的意思有别，均予排除。选项C较为准确地表达了原句的意思，为答案。

29．答案是C。本题根据上下文正确理解句子和词语的意思，主要内容见第五段。文章提到迪斯尼公司相关文件有的已丢失有的已销毁，对其官司的胜诉很不利，由此而指出其案件的审理有赖于mommy memo，选项A反映的是法官的一个裁定，B的说明并不完整，选项D的解释在一定程度上反映了文中叙述的内容，但从问答角度来看似不到位，均予排除。选项C的解释是基本到位的，为答案。

30．答案是A。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，须采用排除法。选项B的意思在文中不止一次提及，选项C与末段的介绍相符，选项D与第二段的叙述基本一致，均予排除。选项A与文中所述不一致，符合题意，为答案。

Passage 7


Questions 31～35


When the folks at the Mars Society asked James Cameron to speak at their annual convention this year, they probably expected him to be polite. Instead, the “Titanic” director stood before them and asked, “Why the hell do you wackos want to go to Mars?” He was just kidding: in truth, Cameron is as evangelical as anyone about Mars, and he figures politicians won't lead the call for funding. “We don't have the same conditions as when John Kennedy declared a race to the moon，” he told NEWSWEEK. “Then we were racing the Soviet Union. Today, it's going to have to come from grass roots—from the public clamoring to get it done.” Cameron has vowed to stir up “Mars fever”.

It seems the wackos at the Mars Society have found some powerful allies: the wackos in Hollywood. So many projects are in the works that soon we'll all have either Mars fever or Mars flu. The studios are clearly responding to the public's fascination with 1997's Sojourner mission—and the success of movies like “Apollo 13” and “Armageddon”. So Brian De Palma's “Mission to Mars，” with Gary Sinise, will land in theaters in March, and another would-be blockbuster, “Red Planet，” starring Val Kilmer, is set for summer 2000. As for Cameron, he'll produce two missions in 2001, one a TV miniseries, the other a short 3-DIMAX movie, which he'll direct. Most filmmakers insist their movies will be realistic. Cameron believes that extravaganzas like “Star Wars” and “Star Trek” have actually hurt NASA's real-life adventures. “Hollywood has done a disservice to the true adventure of space travel by making it look too easy，” he says.

Both of Cameron's projects are set in 2016, and center on the first manned mission to Mars—and a subsequent rescue mission. NASA has helped the director draw up rigorously realistic vehicles. “What we want to show，” says Cameron, “is something that is plausible and defendable.”

De Palma's movie amps up the drama slightly. The year is 2020. A mysterious explosion kills three American astronauts living on the Red Planet, and NASA launches a rescue mission to pick up a batty survivor. The spacecraft and the spacesuits will look like pure NASA. And the scenery, shot in Vancouver, will look surprisingly Martian. Art director Ed Verreaux spent hours staring at the Sojourner pictures, and crews shot red concrete out of fire hoses, covering 2 million square feet.

Of all the Mars movies, “Red Planet” will likely be the most fanciful. Producer Mark Canton pitches it as “‘Into Thin Air’ on Mars.” It's 2050, or thereabouts, and greenhouse gases are choking Earth. But on the first manned mission to Mars the lander crash-lands on the planet. Soon, the astronauts are fighting each other—and killer space worms.

“We are breaking some of the rules，” Canton says of “Red Planet's” realism, “but it doesn't mean we are not going to get closer to the truth.” Whatever it takes to capture the public imagination, and get astronauts—not just actors—closer to Mars. (0009)

【内容概要】

本文借影片Titanic
 导演James Cameron在火星学会年度大会上的发言，引出并介绍了火星探索题材电影的创作热潮。文中提到，火星学会那些热衷于火星探索的“疯子”似乎找到了强大的同盟——那伙好莱坞的“疯子”。1997年对“索杰纳号”探索火星的报道及电影Apollo
 13和Armageddon
 的成功推出都令观众大饱眼福。在此基础上，导演Brian De Palma和Cameron将在近期各推出两部火星探索题材的新片。两位导演的作品可谓各有千秋。Cameron认为以往的一些好莱坞大片将太空旅行表现得过于简单，实际上偏离了NASA真实的探索活动。在新片中，Cameron将在NASA帮助下，试图展现更可信的火星探索历程。与之相比，De Palma的影片将营造一种略为夸张的戏剧效果。作者认为，在众多的火星题材电影中，由De Palma执导的Red Planet
 可能最为精彩刺激。该片打破了一些“现实主义”的规则，但制片人Canton表示，这不会影响其贴近火星探索的现实。

【词语解析】

batty a
 . 发疯的，神经错乱的

blockbuster n
 . 大受欢迎的书或电影

clamor v
 . 大声疾呼；大声要求

disservice n
 . 损害，危害

evangelical a
 . 福音的；（对某一事业）狂热的

extravaganza n
 . 场面华丽的表演

fire hose n
 . 消防水带

Sojourner n
 . “索杰纳号”火星车（1997年随“火星探路者”飞船登陆火星，是在火星上真正从事科学考察工作的第一台机器人车辆）

wacko n
 . 怪人

31．The passage is mainly about________.

（A）the annual convention of the Mars Society

（B）the introduction of space travel films

（C）the evolution of the Red Planet

（D）the production of the Mars movies

32．According to Cameron, films like “Star Wars” and “Star Trek”________.

（A）are the best of the Mars movies

（B）oversimplify the real adventure of space travel

（C）are realistic and arouse the public's exploration interest

（D）open the stage of space travel and exploration

33．According to the passage, “Red Planet” will be the most fanciful of the Mars movies because________.

（A）it will be produced in 2050

（B）it is based on 1997's Sojourner mission

（C）it describes the first manned mission to Mars

（D）it will get astronauts and audience closer to Mars

34．Which of the following is NOT true according to the passage?

（A）“Mission to Mars” and “Red Planet” are directed by De Palma.

（B）Cameron's two films will be produced in 2001.

（C）The Mars Society is a club of film directors.

（D）NASA helps in the production of some Mars movies.

35．In the sentence “De Palma's movie amps up the drama slightly.” (Para. 4), the phrase “amps up” can be replaced by which of the following?

（A）exaggerates

（B）displays

（C）changes

（D）reduces

【解析】

31．答案为D。本题考查对文章主旨大意的归纳能力。本文主要介绍了火星探索题材影片的热潮，选项D正确。文章开篇提及Mars Society的annual convention，但这一内容在文中只是一带而过，目的是引出下文，并非文章主要内容，故排除选项A。special travel films和the evolution of the Red Planet文中均为展开介绍，可排除选项B和选项C。

32．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解。由第二段最后三句可知，尽管多数电影人坚持认为影片是写实的，但Cameron认为，像Star Wars
 和Star Trek这样的好莱坞大片实际上是不符合NASA真实的探索活动的（hurt NASA's real-life adventures）。Cameron认为，“好莱坞（影片）将太空旅行表现得过于简单，这使其偏离了真实的天空探索活动”，可知选项B符合题意。选项A、C、D在文中均无依据，可排除。

33．答案为B。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，可用排除法。根据第二段Red Planet…is set for summer 2000可知，2000年为该片上映时间，排除选项A；由第五段可知，2050年为影片描绘的故事发生的时间。由第三段可知导演Cameron的两部影片也是center on the first manned mission to Mars，可见人类首次登陆火星的内容并非该片特有，排除选项C。选项D与文章末句中capture the public imagination, and get astronauts…closer to Mars不符，可排除。根据以上分析，选项B正确。

34．答案为C。本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，可用排除法。由第二段四、五两句可排除选项A、B。根据第三段第二句NASA has helped the director draw up rigorously realistic vehicles. 排除选项D。由第二段首句可知，Mars Society与Hollywood的电影导演对火星探索有着同样强烈的热情，但Mars Society显然不完全由电影导演构成，选项C符合题意。

35．答案为A。本题考查根据上下文正确理解词语的能力，可用排除法。用四个选项中的词分别替换原句中的短语amps up，可发现displays（B）the drama slightly本身意思不通；该片是否有changes（C）/reduces（D）the drama slightly根据下文内容无法判断；用exaggerates（A）替换，句意说得通，且与其下文内容相呼应，应选A。


 问答题

Passage 1


Questions 1～3


Sixty-three years after U.S. forces vanquished the Japanese and planted the Stars and Stripes atop Iwo Jima's Mount Suribachi, the remote outpost in the Volcano Islands is the focus of another pitched battle. This time film directors Clint Eastwood and Spike Lee are sparring over the accuracy of Eastwood's two films about the clash, Flags of Our Fathers and Letters from Iwo Jima. Lee has claimed that by soft-pedaling the role of African Americans in the battle, Eastwood has whitewashed history.

“Clint Eastwood made two films about Iwo Jima that ran for more than four hours total, and there was not one Negro actor on the screen，” Lee said last month at the Cannes Film Festival. “In his version of Iwo Jima, Negro soldiers did not exist.”

Eastwood bristled at the charge. “Has he ever studied history? ［African-American soldiers］ didn't raise the flag，” he countered in an interview with the British newspaper the Guardian. “If I go ahead and put an African-American actor in there, people'd go, ‘This guy's lost his mind.’” Eastwood also suggested Lee should “shut his face.” That didn't go down so well. Eastwood “is not my father, and we're not on a plantation either，” Lee fumed. “I'm not making this up. I know history.”

History, as it turns out, is on both their sides. Lee is correct that African-Americans played a key role in World War Ⅱ, in which more than 1 million black servicemen helped topple the Axis powers. He is correct too in pointing out that African-American forces made significant contributions to the fight for Iwo Jima. An estimated 700 to 900 African-Americans, trained in segregated boot camps, participated in the landmark battle, which claimed the lives of about 6,800 servicemen, nearly all Marines.

Racial prejudice shunted blacks into supply roles in Iwo Jima, but that didn't mean they were safe. Under enemy fire, they braved perilous beach landings, unloaded and shuttled ammunition to the front lines and weathered Japanese onslaughts on their positions. “Shells, mortar and hand grenades don't know the difference of color，” says Thomas McPhatter, an African-American Marine who hauled ammo during the battle. “Everybody out there was trying to cover their butts to survive.”

But Eastwood's portrayal of the battle is also essentially accurate. Flags of Our Fathers zeroes in on the soldiers who hoisted the U.S. flag on Mount Suribachi. None of the six servicemen seen in Joe Rosenthal's famous photograph—the iconic image depicts the second flag-raising attempt; the first wasn't visible to other U.S. troops on Iwo Jima—were black. (Eastwood's other film, Letters from Iwo Jima, is told largely from the perspective of Japanese soldiers.) Eastwood is also correct that black soldiers represented only a small fraction of the total force deployed on the island.

That may be true, but it is not enough to placate Yvonne Latty, the author of a book about African-American veterans. Given the hazards of their mission and the virulent racism they endured—McPhatter says he has to execute his mission without giving orders to white troops, even if they were needed—Latty argues that black soldiers warrant more than fleeting inclusion in the film. Christopher Paul Moore, author of a book about black soldiers in World War Ⅱ, praises Eastwood's rendering of the battle but laments the limited role it accords African-Americans. “Without black labor，” he says, “we would've seen a much different ending to the war.” Adds Latty: “The way America learns history, unfortunately, is through movies.” Eastwood poignantly memorialized a heroic chapter in American warfare. But using a wider-angle lens might have brought into sharper focus a group often elbowed to history's fringes. (0903)



1．What is the debate between film directors Clint Eastwood and Spike Lee?

2．What does the author mean by saying that “history, as it turns out, is on both their sides.”? (para. 4)

3．What do we know about the opinions of the two authors Yvonne Latty and Christopher Paul Moore?

【内容概要】

本文围绕著名电影导演Clint Eastwood（克林特·伊斯特伍德）执导的两部以第二次世界大战期间硫磺岛战役为题材的电影（《父辈的旗帜》和《硫磺岛来信》）的争论展开。Spike Lee（斯派克·李）认为伊斯特伍德的电影中没有反映美军中黑人士兵的角色，这掩盖了历史真相，很不妥当，因为黑人士兵为战役的获胜发挥了很大的作用。伊斯特伍德则反驳说，非裔美国士兵并没有登上日方山头举起胜利的旗帜，因此影片中没有出现他们的战斗场面。两人的争执各有其道理。这两部电影同时引起了其他作家和观众的关注，有人对电影表示赞赏，但大家普遍对电影中黑人士兵角色的缺失感到不满。

【词语解析】

accord v
 . 授予，给予

Axis powers n
 . ［第二次世界大战中的］轴心国

boot camp n
 . 新兵训练营

bristle v
 . 被激怒

clash n
 . 争论；辩论；争执

elbow v
 . 用肘推，用肘挤

fringe n
 . 边缘，外围

Iwo Jima n
 . ［日］硫磺岛

landmark n
 . 里程碑，界标

onslaught n
 . 猛攻，攻击

outpost n
 . 哨站

pitched battle n
 . 激战，互有准备的对阵战

placate v
 . 平息，抚慰

shunt v
 . 回避，把…撇在一边

spar v
 . 争吵，争论

topple v
 . 推翻

vanquish v
 . 征服，战胜

virulent a
 . 恶毒的，充满仇恨的

Volcano Islands n
 . ［日］硫磺列岛（火山列岛）

zero in on v
 . 把…对准目标

【参考答案与解析】

1．The debate is about the accuracy of Eastwood's two films about the clash on Iwo Jima. Clint Eastwood is correct in not using black actors because “［African-American soldiers］didn't raise the flag” on Mount Suribachi. He correctly reflects the battle on Iwo Jima and he would be considered by the audience “has lost his mind” if he put an African-American soldier there. But Spike Lee holds the view that Eastwood's two films (Flags of Our Fathers and Letters from Iwo Jima
 ) show the racial prejudice against the black American, reducing the role of African-Americans in the battle because there was “not one Negro actor on the screen”. In his opinion, Eastwood has whitewashed history.

文章围绕关于这两部电影的争论展开，争论的主题即电影中没有展现黑人士兵的角色是否掩盖了历史真相，是否准确反映了当时的战争情形。考生可根据文章中对争论内容的叙述归纳概括出两人的主要观点。

2．The author means that both are correct from their own perspectives and they each show one side of the history. Lee is correct as African-Americans palyed an important role in World WarⅡ. Even in the fight on Iwo Jima, about 700-900 African Americans participates in the battle and they made significant contribution to the fight for Iwo Jima. Eastwood is correct in the portrayal of the battle on the island, none of the six soldiers who raised the flag on the battlefield were black according to Rosenthal's photograph, and black soldiers represented only a small group of the total force in the battle on the island.

在文章的第四、五、六段中可以找到相关内容的明确描述。从各自的角度出发，克林特·伊斯特伍德和斯派克·李都有一定的道理，他们分别正确地展示了历史的一面。

3．In Yvonne Latty's book about African-American Veterans in World War Ⅱ, black soldiers had difficulties in carrying out their mission and they had to endure the “virulent'racism”. So more portrayal of black soldiers is necessary in the film. Christopher Paul Moore also wrote about black soldiers in World War Ⅱ. He gave positive comment over Eastwood's depicting of the battle, but he disagreed with the “limited role” of African-Americans shown in the film, suggesting using a “wider-angle lens” to give a sharper focus on black soldiers who have often been neglected.

相关内容在文章第七段，这两部电影也引起了两位作家（Yvonne Latty和Christopher Paul Moore）的关注，他们都写过关于第二次世界大战的书，认为电影中应该展现更多的黑人士兵参战的场面。考生可根据文中的叙述归纳提炼出他们的观点。

Passage 2


Questions 4～7


If there were an Oscar for most consistently profitable Hollywood studio, it probably would go to 20th Century Fox. Hollywood is a hit-driven business, and most studios bounce from box-office hit to dud with depressing regularity. But for the past seven years, Fox has scored with both blockbusters (Alvin and the Chipmunks) and indie hits (Juno) that have generated the kind of double-digit return on investment you might expect from a business making widget's, not films. Tom Pollick, a former Universal Pictures chairman who produces movies for Fox and other studios, says: “Fox is simply the best-run studio in town.”

You were expecting anything less from Rupert Murdoch's guys? At Fox, the mantra is “to be creatively driven but fiscally astute，” says James N. Gianopulos, who co-chairs the studio with Thomas Rothman of Fox Filmed Entertainment. Translation: to be almost pathologically obsessed with costs. Not that the co-chairs run from risk. They outbid most of Hollywood in 2004 for the script to the apocalyptic The Day After Tomorrow, but made it for $100 million, relatively cheap for a special-effects picture. It grossed more than half a billion dollars worldwide.

Double-digit profits are rare in Hollywood. Yet for the past six years, Fox has delivered 12％ to 18％ operating margins. Halfway through its fiscal year, it earned operating income of $765 million on nearly $3.6 billion in revenues—a 21.5％ operating margin. And that doesn't include Horton Hears a Who!, which grossed a hefty $45 million on its Mar. 14 opening weekend and was made for just over $85 million, nearly half what an animated Pixar Animation Studios film costs.

“No one in Hollywood negotiates tougher than these guys，” says producer John Davis, who made I, Robot and Carfield: A Tale of Two Kitties for Fox. The hardballing starts with development, which Davis says typically costs Fox 10％ to 15％ less than usual because it holds the line on costly rewrites. On top of that, Fox rarely gives anyone but the biggies—Steven Spielberg, say—a piece of the profits. It also sets tough budgets and sticks with them. For his Lord of the Rings-esque Eragon, Davis had a $100 million budget, which forced him to cut some special effects and limit stars such as John Malkovich to cameos. It earned just $75 million domestically but did well globally.

Special effects often eat up an action film's budget. Not at Fox. The studio learned its lesson 10 yeas ago with Titanic, which cost Fox and Paramount Pictures a then-unthinkable $200 million to make. After Titanic, Fox hired an in-house effects czar, whose main job is riding herd on special effects houses, often playing them against each other to get the best price. “They beat you over the head，” says X-Men producer Avi Arad. “If it costs $30 million, they'll ask why it can't cost $20 million.” To keep downtime to a minimum, Arad used several shops on Fantastic 4: Rise of the Silver Surfer.

Fox's biggest hits are its smallest films. Peter Rice runs the studio's independent unit, Fox Searchlight Pictures, which is in the business of finding tiny films, like Little Miss Sunshine, that were made on a shoestring. Rice's limit: $15 million. His latest triumph: Juno. It cost $7.5 million to produce and pulled in $135 million-plus in the U.S. alone.

Which brings us to marketing, an expense that has been known to account for one-third of a film's overall budget. While executives say they pay full freight for ads on Fox's farflung global properties, their stars pop up all over. Samudl L. Jackson, who starred in the flick Jumper, walked the carpet at the Super Bowl on the Fox Network. And wasn't that Jim Carrey, who provided Horton's voice, recently grinning insanely in the audience of Fox's megahit American Idol?

Fox has stumbled before. Its 2005 picture Kingdom of Heaven bombed in the U.S and cost a very unFoxlike $130 million to make. But even then, Fox turned things around. It had loaded the film with international stars, including Orlando Bloom, so it made enough outside the U.S. to break even. (0809)



4．What is a “hit-driven business”? Explain briefly the sentence “most studios bounce from box-office hit to dud with depressing regularity.” (para.1)

5．Explain Gianopulos' comment that “At fox, the mantra is ‘to be creatively driven but fiscally astute’” (para.2).

6．What are the hardballing measures in Fox's control of its costs in making films?

7．Cite examples to illustrate the statement “Fox biggest hits are its smallest films.” (para.6)

【内容概要】

本文介绍了20世纪福克斯影片公司的经营管理策略及成功经验，其中最主要的是to be creatively driven but fiscally astute，即在影片的制作摄制上强调突出创新，但在影片摄制的财务管理上要精打细算，“斤斤计较”。如在特技效果方面的费用控制、电影演员的工资待遇以及重视制作利润大、成本低的小影片的策略等。福克斯公司也曾遭到过挫折，但是及时吸取教训，挽回了经济损失。

【词语解析】

apocalyptic a
 . 世界末日的，预言未来大灾难的

blockbuster n
 . 轰动一时的巨片

cameo n
 . 小品，小角色

dud n
 . 哑弹，失败（影片等）

flick n
 . ［口］电影

hardballing a
 . 强硬的

hefty a
 . 数额巨大的，大量的

hit n
 . 获得成功的影片（等）

in-house effects n
 . 内部特效

mantra n
 . 符咒，祷文，（佛教中的）曼特罗

pathologically ad
 . 病态地

【参考答案与解析】

4．Film making industry is a “hit-driven business” as one of its major pursuits is to produce the most popular and successful films (“hits”/“blockbusters”) to make more (“double-digit”) profits. Most film studios hope to produce “box-office hits”, but more often than not, many films turn out to be failures instead of successes in terms of “box-office”. And most studios move between the two ends, or the extremes of box-office hit and (box-office) dud, with the occurrence of the second case more frequent (much more commoner), displaying the more depressing and regular practice of most studios.

这一题的解答主要围绕文章第一段，作者一开始就指出了电影业运作的艰难之处，大家都想制作票房丰收的“大片（hit）”，但更多的可能则是成为无声无息的“哑片（dud）”。考生从整段文章应能总结出这一基本意思，使用文内的一些关键词语，然后用自己的语言表达出上述意思。

5．The term “mantra” refers to a charm or spell used to serve as an instrument of thought, and here it is used metaphorically to describe the guiding line of Fox. At Fox, in film production, on one side, creativity is the focus, film-makers are urged to make the best films, but on the other, much attention of the company is put on the strict control of cost, as “tough budgets” are set and to be followed strictly so as to use less money to make the best films. Fox's production of box-office hits over the past seven years shows the implementation of such “mantra”.

题目中的引语出自文章第二段，但是这一要义见于文章后面的几个大段，作者介绍的重心就是影片制作如何保证取得成功（包括取得double-digit profits）和成本的严格控制两大关键，而且用了几个例子来说明福克斯公司是怎样做到的。考生在理解了这两块以后，可以用简洁的语言作出自己的总结。

6．At Fox, in every stage of film production, measures are taken to control the cost. In “development” of films and on “costly rewrites”, Fox spends 10％ to 15％ less than usual, and the payment to film actors or actresses are kept at a lower level except the big film stars (“the biggies”). In use of special effects and film stars, the budget is under strict control with the employment of someone (“in-house effects czar”) to control the cost on special effects and other spendings.

本题回答的要点主要在第四、五两段。作者介绍了福克斯公司在控制影片摄制成本方面的强硬措施，内容颇为具体，效果相当显著。

7．At Fox, the cost of producing smallest (“tiny”) films is much lower and when successful, they can bring more profits. For example, the cost of producing the latest Juno is only $7.5 million, but in America alone it has brought in more than $135 million. And in the production of another film Little Miss Sunshine, the limit on the cost is only $15 million (it is “made on a shoestring”＝it is made with a very small amount of money/capital), it has also proved quite successful. The company established an independent unit of the studio the job of which is to find “tiny films” and turn them into “biggest hits”.

对文章内这一主题句的解析不应成为大障碍。考生只要在理解题意的基础上，用自己的语言把相关段落中给出的事例作出简要说明即可。

Passage 3


Questions 8～10


When pastor Ken Baugh announced he'd be devoting eight consecutive Sundays to analyzing The Da Vinci Code in the run-up to its film release, he knew some members of his Southern California megachurch would be skeptical. But Baugh also knew that many of his congregants had read the book and that many more would see the movie. “Dan Brown did the church a favor，” Baugh says. “He forced people who call themselves followers of Christ to investigate what that really means.”

Baugh is hardly alone. Evangelical leaders have attempted to seize on Brown's success as an opportunity to reinforce the faith of believers and to win new souls. In the three years since the book's release, evangelical writers and thinkers have produced a flurry of books, study guides, and DVDs to counter Dan Brown's fiction. “This movie will be a major cultural phenomenon, so discussions about Jesus and the church will happen，” says Robert Johnston, a professor of theology and culture at Fuller Theological Seminary. “The only question is whether the church will be a part of the conversation.”

Turnabout. To be sure, evangelical leaders have been critical of The Da Vinci Code. “This has all the evidence of something cooked up in the fires of hell，” evangelical radio broadcaster James Dobson said on Focus on the Family. It's because the book and film pose such a threat, many evangelicals say, that it warrants a strong response. “We're making the best of a situation that is going to do a lot of damage，” says Erwin Lutzer of Chicago's Moody Church and author of The Da Vinci Deception. “When you are faced with a dam that seems to be breaking, you can't prop it up by saying, ‘We're going to stand against it.’”

It's a remarkable turnabout from the outcry that greeted Martin Scorsese's The Last Temptation of Christ, in 1988, when Campus Crusade for Christ called for a boycott. Rather than boycott The Da Vinci Code, Campus Crusade has retained popular evangelical speaker Josh McDowell, author of The Da Vinci Code: A Quest for Answers, to challenge Brown's assertions. “I don't recommend people go to the movie, but 90 percent of them will，” says McDowell. “The guy is a phenomenal writer, and I can't take that away from him.”

The reaction represents a shift within the evangelical community. “Five years ago, there might have been more of a backlash against this film，” says Calvin College Prof. William Romanowski. “But movies like The Passion of the Christ changed attitudes … evangelicals are now trying to penetrate the mainstream media.”

Sony Pictures, which is distributing The Da Vinci Code, has created an online forum for religious leaders to discuss the film, the davincidialogue.com. Sony may be betting that even critical comments will generate buzz, but evangelicals say they also stand to benefit. “The real history of Christianity … is far more complex” than in The Da Vinci Code, writes the Christian Broadcasting Network's Gordon Robertson. “［It's］ filled with enough flesh and blood to make it a better story than the one Dan Brown invented.” (0609)



8．What is pastor Ken Baugh's attitude towards the novel The Da Vinci Code? What does he mean by saying that “Dan Brown did the church a favor”?

9．Why did the author mention Martin Scorsese's The Last Temptation of Christ? What is the change in the evangelical community's reaction to The Da Vinci Code?

10．Paraphrase the two sentences from the passage:

a) “The only question is whether the church will be a part of the conversation.” (para. 2)

b) “The guy is a phenomenal writer, and I can't take that away from him.” (para. 4)

【内容概要】

本文介绍畅销小说《达·芬奇密码》及同名电影在社会上引起的反响和反应，主要是教会人士的观点态度。该书对耶稣基督的描写引起了教会人士的担忧和不满。福音派教会的领袖认为单是采取抵制的做法未必奏效，“堵”是堵不住的，不如趁此机会，把该书作为一本反面教材，引导民众增强对基督的信仰，争取更多的信徒。因此教会作者和神学研究者推出了不少书籍、指导读物和数码视盘等，作为对《达·芬奇密码》一书的反击。

文章介绍了其中几本主要的书籍及相关作者和教会领袖的态度。对中国的读者来说，要全面理解该书引起的争议可能会有一定困难，但主要的观点是大体可以把握的，即根据信仰基督教的人们来说，小说《达·芬奇密码》对耶稣和基督教的描写有不少歪曲的成分。

【词语解析】

backlash n
 . 后冲，强烈反对

congregant n
 . 宗教团体成员，集会参加者

evangelical a
 . 基督教福音派新教会的

flurry n
 . 阵雨，阵风，混乱，激动，波动

megachurch n
 . 大教堂

run-up n
 . 急剧上升，迅速增长

seminary n
 . 神学院

theology n
 . 神学

turnabout n
 . 转向，向后转

【参考答案与解析】

8．Pastor Ken Baugh's attitude is not only critical but also practical and “positive”. He thinks the book can be used to popularize the knowledge of Christianity and force Christian believers “to investigate what that really means”. And also the book can be used by the church to strengthen the belief of Christian believers and to attract more “new souls”, that is, to attract more people to Christianity.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和归纳能力。小说The Da Vinci Code一经面世即引起热烈争议。小说和相关争议都有宗教背景。文章开篇即介绍Ken Baugh牧师对该小说主题及所以流行的批评看法，他的一些婉转、间接的说法观点值得读者细读理解。

9．The author tried to reveal the great difference between the responses to the publication of the two books and the change of attitude towards the publication of such books. When the The Last Temptation of Christ was published, people just “called for a boycott”; but today they no longer simply take the stance of “boycott”, instead they take a critical and persuative attitude and try to use the book to spread the belief of Christianity.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解、比较和分析能力。文章在四、五两段提到了数年前Martin Scorsese的作品The Last Temptation of Christ出版时引起的反应，以与今天The Da Vinci Code出版后引起的反应作比较对照，以说明有关宗教群体态度的变化。

10．a) Robert Johnston says this because he knows that the film of the Da Vinci Code “will be a major cultural phenomenon”, it is a huge challenge for the church, unless it joins the debate/struggle and strikes counterattack. b) Josh McDowell says this because he knows that Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code is quite successful and influential, the author and the novel should not be ignored or neglected. They should deal with him most seriously.

本题考查对文章内部分句子意思的理解判断。两句分别出自文章的第二和第四两段，考生应在正确理解原文语句的基础上，作出自己的解析和判断。

Passage 4


Questions 11～13


The boom in CD giveaways by national newspapers is likely to end when music companies stop providing compilation albums following a decline in sales and pressure from music retailers. From the end of this month Universal, the market leader responsible for about one in four album sales in the UK, is to refuse to allow newspapers to use its extensive back catalogue for giveaways. The move follows a similar decision last summer by Britain's biggest music group, EMI, to restrict sales to new artists or “deep catalogue” only. These decisions, a potential blow to the extremely competitive national newspaper market, come after extensive lobbying by retailers worried about the decline in compilation sales. Over the counter compilation sales are down about 10％ on the year, compared with a 2％ rise in artist albums.

Gennaro Castaldo, a spokesman for HMV, welcomed the decision by the two music majors, saying: “There has been a noticeable impact on compilation sales…Universal and EMI have responded to lobbying from retailers and the managers who represent the artists.” The lobbying effort has been led by Steve Knott, the managing director of HMV Europe and chairman of the British Association of Record Dealers. Record industry executives deny their actions are a result of retail lobbying, pointing to a resurgent market for albums and the low margins of giveaways.

Lucian Grainge, the chairman and chief executive of Universal Music, said: “We decided to stop supplying stem for a variety of reasons, partly oversupply. It was purely based on commercial reasons.” Another executive said: “It was just too much. You can't move for CDs on the doormat…They have really overcooked the goose.” Mr. Castaldo at HMV agrees. “Every retailer feels the same, as do the managers of recording artists. They have been lobbying the record companies to back away from covermounts. It has devalued the product. It has become a trashy thing that is just thrown away. We are very pleased the record companies are coming round.” Tesco, the UK's biggest music retailer, denied any knowledge of the change in covermount policy.

The scale of the giveaways in the past year even prompted one advertising executive at a national newspaper to admit the market “had gone slightly berserk”. Industry executives cite the state of the newspaper market for the surge in CD giveaways. An ageing readership combined with competition from television and the internet has prompted a revolution in the traditionally cut-throat market. As well as changing size, the fight for readers has led to a massive growth in giveaways, from spa offers to free DVDs. Free CDs also provide an estimated 10％～20％ increase in sales. The Mail on Sunday, which sells 2.4m copies a week, sold an extra 500,000 copies when it added a Beach Boys compilation, last summer. The Guardian's third highest sale to date—after September 12, 2001 and the Blair victory in 1997—was the edition that came with a Fat Boy Slim CD in 2001.

One circulation executive at a national newspaper group described the move by the music majors as “possibly a good thing”. He predicted other means of adding sales, from editorial-based extras to more DVDs. “We have become slightly addicted to ［the CD giveaways］.” It becomes difficult to give up the drug when weekly circulation figures are compared with last year's figures, themselves buoyed up by giveaways. There is also little evidence that the CDs provide loyal readers, with a drop-off in readership a week after a giveaway. Although more expensive than CDs, at about 30p a disc compared with about 10p-20p for CDs, DVDs have already proved successful in enticing readers. The big increase in readers of the Saturday edition of the Times is partly laid at the door of a successful DVD giveaway. The offer of three films in a row is estimated to have cost the group some ￡1.8m once TV advertising was factored in.

However, sales of the Saturday paper, which had performed less well than the Monday to Friday editions, have increased by about 100,000 readers to an estimated 790,000. Mr. Castaldo at HMV described the CD move as “potentially, too little, too late because some of the damage has been done”. Retailers would be looking at similar moves by entertainment groups. “Now we need to halt the use of DVDs that has even greater perceived value and has to be protected. We should be the guardians of that product.” (0509)



11．What is CD giveaway? What is the purpose of British national newspapers in using the strategy of CD giveaways?

12．What is meant by the executive's statement “They have really overcooked the goose.”? (para. 3)

13．What are the attitudes of music retailers and entertainment groups towards CD giveaways?

【内容概要】

本文内容是关于音乐制品公司的推销做法引起的争议。数年来，英国的音乐碟片公司往往通过由全国发行的报纸向读者免费发送某些音乐CD片等。但结果是大大影响了音乐碟片和制品零售商的销售。在此压力下，部分音乐制品公司决定限制报纸免费向读者赠送碟片，以保护艺术家和零售商的利益。但此举对报纸的销售竞争又造成了潜在的巨大压力。后者开始考虑采用其他措施以保证读者队伍的稳定增长。

【词语解析】

back away from v
 . 躲开，向后退，退缩

back catalogue 以往歌曲目录，过往作品目录

berserk a
 . 狂怒的，疯的

buoy up v
 . 使振作，鼓舞；使浮起

covermount n
 . 附赠品，指附在杂志封面的小礼品

cut-throat a
 . 残酷的，无情的

deep catalogue 收入大量歌曲的目录

doormat n
 . 门口地垫

factor in v
 . 把…作为因素计入

margin n
 . 余地，差数，毛利

resurgent a
 . 复兴的，再起的

【参考答案与解析】

11．“CD giveaway” refers to CDs given to readers free with newspapers. The newspapers use free CD to attract more readers to buy newspapers so as to stimulate the sales and raise the circulation of national newspapers. Clearly this is a marketing strategy of British national newspapers.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第一段。文章介绍英国的全国性报纸通过随报附送音乐CD片以扩大报纸的发行量的做法，此举对报纸的发行市场确实有相当的推动作用，考生可根据相关信息给出扼要介绍。

12．The executive used the metaphor as a criticism against the CD giveaway strategy of British newspapers. It means that the newspapers' overuse of free CDs have serious impact on the business of music retailers and music companies.

本题考查根据上下文正确理解句子和给出解释的能力，主要信息见第二、三两段。对报纸免费随报赠送CD片的做法，唱片公司、音乐制品零售商以及音乐工作者等则有不同的反应，认为他们的利益受到了损害，因此纷纷表示不满，提出质疑，问题中涉及的这一说法即是一种尖锐的批评意见。

13．Their attitudes are, the practice of free CD giveaways by national newspapers should be stopped, and record companies should stop supplying newspapers with CDs and entertainment groups should take similar measures to stop such move.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见最后一段，相关信息贯穿全文。考生可就零售商等基本的态度给出一概括性说明。

Passage 5


Questions 14～16


Room 101, the infamous “torture chamber” in George Orwell's novel 1984, is to be preserved as a work of art by the BBC. Orwell, whose real name was Eric Blair, worked for the BBC's Eastern Service during the second world war. He later described his time there as “futile” and likened the BBC to “a mixture of a whorehouse and a lunatic asylum”.

Room 101 of Broadcasting House, thought to have held bad memories for Orwell, featured in 1984 as the place where disloyal citizens face their innermost fears. “The thing that is in room 101 is the worst thing in the world，” Orwell's hero, Winston Smith, is told by his interrogator as a cage full of hungry rats is placed over his head. “When I press this…lever the door of the cage will slide up. These starving brutes will shoot out of it like bullets…They will leap onto your face and bore straight through it.”

Room 101, at the end of a first-floor corridor in Broadcasting House, is due to be demolished in the summer as part of a massive refurbishment. The BBC has asked Rachel Whiteread, who is best known for producing casts of objects such as the unused fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square, to tackle the room, which is now packed with pipes, shafts and boilers. “I've been to see it，” said Whiteread last week. “I'd like to do something.”

The BBC plans to display Whiteread's replica of room 101 in one of several new public spaces in the new-look Broadcasting House. It has already begun to gut the inside of the building as part of a ￡400m plan to turn it into a huge radio and television newsroom, and a new home for the BBC World Service. About ￡5m has been set aside by John Smith, the BBC's finance director, to spend on art and design. Alan Yentob, coordinator of the public art project, said: “We've been scandalous over the past 40 years in not concerning ourselves with art and design in our own buildings.”

Other leading artists, designers and photographers including Anish Kapoor, Fiona Rae, Cornelia Parker, Nick Danziger, and Richard Wentworth have agreed to produce work for the art scheme, although the replica of room 101 is likely to cause most interest. “It sounds fun, all the more so because Orwell hated the BBC，” said his biographer Sir Bernard Crick.

This June is the 100th anniversary of Orwell's birth in India. Once in England, the former public-school boy and policeman took up left-wing causes and wrote books such as Coming Up For Air, Animal Farm and Down and Out in Paris and London. However, some experts ask if the BBC has got the right room. “Room 101 was at another BBC building—55 Portland Place，” said Peter Davison, who has published two volumes of Orwell's works, letters and documents. “Portland Place is where they held meetings of the Eastern Service and that, I'm sure, is how he came to name the room in 1984.” Whatever the truth of room 101, the BBC plans to continue with Whiteread's cast replica, not least because of the intriguing shapes of its pipes and tubes.

The BBC has made other uses of Orwell's room 101. Its name is the title of the television programme in which the comedian Paul Merton asks guests to identify and destroy their pet hates. The Broadcasting House refurbishment is due to be completed in 2006. When it was built 70 years ago, the building, with its many art deco touches, was hailed as a masterpiece of design. Two Eric Gill sculptures—one of Prospero and Ariel outside and another in the foyer—will be kept because they, like the BBC's Council Chamber, are listed. The public art project will begin in May, with temporary works on the scaffolding and tarpaulin outside Broadcasting House. The permanent works will not be ready until 2006. “I'll be working on some big space project to go inside，” said Kapoor, whose enormous trumpet-like Marsyas sculpture is at Tate Modern. Parker, whose reworking of Rodin's The Kiss is at Tate Britain, plans a work based on sound or pictures. (0309)



14．Tell briefly what you know about room 101 and the novelist George Orwell.

15．What does BBC plan to do in order to preserve room 101 as a work of art?

16．What do we learn from the passage about the controversial issue of the location of room 101?

【内容概要】

本文介绍英国当代著名作家George Orwell诞辰百周年之际，他在第二次世界大战期间曾工作过的英国BBC广播公司拟对他原来在广播大楼工作过的101室进行装饰装修事件。20世纪40年代末作者曾创作著名的政治和科幻小说《1984》，不久后他即因病去世，年仅47岁。文章即围绕此内容展开，包括Orwell和BBC公司的关系、小说的内容和情节描写与他当年工作环境的关系、艺术家、设计师和摄影家们以及Orwell研究专家对该办公室装修（包括方位确定等）的不同观点。文章也提到了Orwell的另外几部作品。

【词语解析】

cast replica n
 . 复制品，仿样，摹本

liken v
 . 把…比作

plinth n
 . 柱脚，底座

scaffolding n
 . 脚手架

tarpaulin n
 . 防水帆布，油布

【参考答案与解析】

14．In George Orwell's novel 1984 room 101 is described as the notorious “torture chamber”, which was originally the office room where Orwell worked for the BBC in World War Ⅱ and of both Orwell had bad memories. Orwell is a well-known British novelist who attacked totalitarianism and dictatorial rule is his novels such as 1984 and Animal Farm.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见文章前三段。作者把英国广播公司对大楼101办公室的改建装修和著名小说家George Orwell及其创作的小说故事联系起来。考生应对有关事实作出清晰的解读和区分。

15．The BBC invited the designer Rachel Whiteread to be responsible for the refurbishment of the room so as to display his “replica”. The reproduction of room 101 in the “new look” Broadcasting House will be open to the public after completion.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第四、五两段。

16．According to the BBC, room 101 is in the Broadcasting House, and is “located at the end of a first-floor corridor”. However, some experts question this view and they hold that it should be at “55 Portland Place”, another building of the BBC.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解，主要信息见第六段。作者介绍了对Orwell曾在BBC工作过的Room 101办公室所处方位的不同意见，考生可据此作出概要介绍。

Passage 6


Questions 17～19


Nick Park, the Oscar-winning animator of Wallace and Gromit
 , and Damien Hirst, the Turner Prize winner, are among artists and celebrities who have transformed 2,000 blank postcards into works of art priced at ￡35. Such is the draw of the Royal College of Art's “secret” postcard exhibition—an annual event now into its seventh year—that art lovers will be queuing overnight for the chance to buy original works by internationally renowned artists.

The catch—and the fun of it—is that buyers have no idea who the artist is until the end of the show. Each work is anonymous, signed only on the back of the postcard, which can't be seen until later. It forces buyers to rely on their visual sense rather than words on a label. It has led to people going home with original works by David Hockney. Eduardo Paolozzi and Frank Auerbach, among others.

The postcards in this year's Secret 2000
 show will be decorated by 750 individuals including Richard Long, the sculptor who arranges natural materials into forms; Christo, who covers buildings and landscapes with drapes; Zandra Rhodes, the fashion designer; David Bowie and Brian Eno, the musicians; and Terry Gilliam, the comedian. There will also be works by recent graduates of the college, so that there is no guarantee of picking the established names. But who knows? Today's unknowns may be tomorrow's Hockneys.

Christopher Frayling, rector of the college, said that some artists teased buyers by deliberately producing work in the style of other artists: “It can be a detective game to work out what's what，” he said. The art will be previewed at the college in South Kensington from November 22 before going on sale on November 30 from 8 am.

Anthony Waites, 39, a postman from North London, was among those who queued overnight last year. He struck lucky and went home with a Frank Auerbach cityscape which he believes to be worth ￡10,000. He decided to suffer for his art by getting up early after the disappointment of arriving too late to buy anything in previous years. “I got there at 6pm. Within ten minutes, there were four people behind，” he said. He spotted the hand of Auerbach immediately among the exhibits: “It's unmistakable. He obsessively paints the same scenes. This was Primrose Hill or Camden Town.”

He added: “You either buy what you like or take a chance in the hope of acquiring a work by a recognised artist. The anticipation and expectation of buying blind is amazing.”

Emily Sargeant, the exhibition curator, said that she has never known anyone to resell any of the postcards. All proceeds will go to the college's Fine Art Student Award Fund, which pays for four bursaries in perpetuity, as well as offering several hundred pounds to students who are preparing their final graduation show. More than ￡400,000 has been raised for the fund in the past seven years. (0103)



17．What is the Secret
 2000 show?

18．Why is the show so popular with the visitors?

19．What can we learn from the example of the postman Anthony Waites?

【内容概要】

本文介绍英国一年一度的“秘密”明信片展。该展览由英国皇家艺术学院主办，现已步入第七个年头。此次活动将展示2000幅作品，每幅售价35英镑，由750人在空白明信片上创作完成，作者多为艺术家和社会名流，奥斯卡奖得主Nick Park和特纳奖得主Damien Hirst的参与为此次活动增色不少。这一展览的有趣之处在于，每幅作品均为匿名，购买者须靠自己的鉴赏力作出选择，且要到展览结束后才能知道自己所购作品究竟出自何人之手。David Hockney等多位艺术名家的原创作品都曾被人收入囊中。Anthony Waites是这一活动的忠实粉丝，曾有幸在去年的展览上买到了Frank Auerbach的城市风景画，他非常享受购买匿名作品的乐趣。该活动的全部收益将被划拨至皇家艺术学院的艺术生奖励基金，用于发放奖学金。

【词语解析】

animator n
 . 动画片制作者

bursary n
 . 奖学金

catch n
 . 隐藏的困难或不利因素

curator n
 . （博物馆、美术馆等的）馆长

drapes n
 . （pl
 .）（厚长的）帘子，帷幕

draw n
 . 有吸引力的人（或事物）

obsessively ad
 . 着迷地；执著地

preview v
 . 举行…预展

proceeds n
 . （pl.）收入，收益

rector n
 . 院长，校长

strike lucky v
 . 交好运，走运

【参考答案与解析】

17．Secret 2000
 is an annual show of postcards with drawings held by the Royal College of Art. These drawings are composed by hundreds of different individuals, among which are recognized artists and celebrities such as the sculptor Richard Long, the fashion designer Zandra Rhodes, and the comedian Terry Gilliam.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。答题要点见文章第一段。Secret 2000
 是由英国皇家艺术学院主办的展览，每年一届，每次展出2000幅以空白明信片为载体的原创作品，其作者多为声望极高的艺术家和社会名流。

18．The reason for the show's popularity is that the drawings on blank postcards are composed personally by artists and celebrities, some of which are internationally famous. This means some of the drawings can be most precious and valuable. And the fact that each piece of work is anonymous also adds fun to it; the buyers cannot see the artist's name until the end of the show.

本题考查对文章基本内容的理解和概括能力。答题要点见文章第二、三段。该展览之所以引人关注，原因有二：一方面是因为有众多的艺术家和名流参与其中，另一方面buying blind这一别出心裁的形式也为其增添了许多趣味。

19．We can learn from the example that Anthony Waites is an art lover who knows some of the artists and their styles quite well. He was lucky enough to go home with a valuable work by Frank Auerbach in the show last year, and he finds the experience of buying blind quite fascinating.

本题考查对文章细节的概括能力。答题要点见文章第五、六段。第五段对Anthony Waites参与Secret 2000
 show的经历作了介绍，第六段的引语表明了他参与该活动的看法和体验。
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