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ACTIVITIES

BEFORE READING

1 This is Sheherazade. What do you know about her? Tick the boxes.
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a
 She's from Egypt.


True □／False □



b
 She lives in a palace.


True □／False □



c
 She's got a younger sister.


True □／False □



d
 Her father is a king.


True □／False □



e
 She likes listening to stories.


True □／False □



f
 She likes telling stories.


True □／False □


2 What things do the people in Sheherazade's stories do? Match every person with what they do. Use a dictionary to help you.
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a
 A little beggar
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b
 A doctor
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c
 A poor man from Baghdad
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d
 An old man from India






1
 ... kills a king.


2
 ... gives a flying black horse to a king.


3
 ... eats a fish and nearly dies.


4
 ... finds a lot of treasure near his house.


~ CHAPTER 1 ~

Kings and their wives

第一章　国王与他们的妻子

One day Shahriyar, King of Indochina, writes to his brother, Shahzaman, King of Samarkand.

Soon after he reads this, Shahzaman is ready to leave. But at the palace
 door he stops.

'My brother's present
 ! It's in my room!' he cries.

He runs back for it, and finds his wife there, with one of his servants
 .
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'When Shahzaman dies, you can be king,' she says to the young man.

'I'm away for only five minutes and look!' thinks Shahzaman, angrily. 'I can never trust my wife again!'

So he cuts off
 the man's head and his wife's head with his sword
 . Then he takes the present, and leaves.
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In Indochina, Shahzaman gives the present to his brother without a smile. Shahriyar asks, 'What's the matter?'

'I can't say,' answers Shahzaman. 'But something's badly wrong.'

'Forget it, and come hunting
 !' says Shahriyar.

'Not today!' says Shahzaman.

So Shahriyar leaves for the hunt and Shahzaman stays in his room. Later, from his window, he sees Shahriyar's wife and twenty of her women by the pool
 in the garden. With them are twenty-one servants – tall, dark young men with big smiles.

'My brother's wife is many times worse than my wife!' thinks Shahzaman.
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That night, when Shahriyar comes home, Shahzaman speaks about his wife and the servant in Samarkand.

'But, brother, why are you telling me this now?' asks Shahriyar.

So Shahzaman tells Shahriyar all about his
 wife, her women, and the servants by the pool.

'Not my
 wife, too!' cries Shahriyar. 'It isn't true!'

'Listen, brother,' says Shahzaman. 'Tomorrow your friends can go hunting without you. You can stay with me and see.'

So next morning Shahriyar watches through the window of Shahzaman's room. Soon his wife, her women, and the servants arrive by the pool.

'Massood,' Shahriyar's wife tells the young man by her, 'when Shahriyar is dead, you can be king.'

Shahriyar angrily calls six of his best men to him. 'Kill my wife, her women, and the servants by the pool!' he says. They do it at once.

After Shahzaman goes home, Shahriyar is not happy. He cannot stop loving women, but he cannot trust them. Every afternoon he marries
 a new young wife, but the next morning he always tells the palace executioner
 , 'Cut off her head!'

His wives have no time to be bad.

But after some months, Shahriyar's Vizier
 cannot find any more wives.

'What can I do?' the Vizier cries. 'I don't want the executioner at my door tomorrow.'

When the Vizier arrives home that night, he isn't happy. His two daughters go to him. The older daughter is Sheherazade; her younger sister is Dunyazid.

'What's the matter, Father?' asks Sheherazade, and the Vizier tells her.

'But I
 can be Shahriyar's new wife!' says Sheherazade. 'God willing
 I can stay alive, and help the women of our country, too.'

'Sheherazade, no!'

'Father, take me to the King,' says Sheherazade.

In the end, the Vizier says 'Yes'.
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Before Sheherazade leaves, she tells Dunyazid, 'Come to me tonight when I call, and ask for a story. God willing, that can help us.'

Then the Vizier takes Sheherazade to the King, and Shahriyar marries her.

That night, in the King's room, Sheherazade says, 'My King, I want to say goodbye to my young sister. Can I call her here?'

'Of course,' says the King.

After they say their goodbyes, Dunyazid smiles, 'Sister, your stories always help the long, dark night hours to go quickly. Can you tell me one last story tonight?'

'Can I, my King?' Sheherazade asks.

'You can,' answers Shahriyar. 'I love a good story.'

[image: alt]






So Sheherazade begins:






In Basra a tailor
 lives with his wife. They're good people. One evening, they meet a little beggar in the street. He's drinking, telling stories and laughing, and the tailor and his wife laugh with him.



'Come home with us for something to eat,' they say.





palace
 n.
 a big house where a king lives 宫殿



present
 n
 . something that you give to someone 礼物



servant
 n.
 a person who works for someone rich 仆人



cut off
 to take a smaller thing from a bigger thing with a knife 砍掉



sword
 n.
 a long sharp knife for fighting 刀；剑



hunt
 v.
 & n.
 to look for and kill animals; when you look for and kill animals 打猎



pool
 n.
 water in a garden 水池


marry
 v.
 to make someone your wife or husband 娶；嫁



executioner
 n.
 this man's work is to kill people 刽子手



vizier
 n.
 an important man in an Arab country in the past who helps the king 维齐（旧时阿拉伯王国的大臣）



God willing
 if the important being who never dies, and who decides what happens in the world, wants it 如蒙天意，如上天许可



tailor
 n.
 a man who makes coats, trousers and other things to wear 裁缝






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Match the sentence halves.
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WORD WORK

1 Complete the words from Chapter 1 to match the pictures.
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2 Find six more words from Chapter 1 in the sword.
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3 Use the words from Activity 2 to complete the sentences.


a
 Shahzaman cuts off his　　wife
 　　
 's head because he is angry with her.


b
 The __________ is an important man in the palace.


c
 Shahriyar does not __________ women because of his first wife.


d
 The __________s do all the work in the palace.


e
 Shahriyar likes __________ing and killing things.


f
 Shahzaman gives his brother a__________ from Samarkand.


g
 Sheherazade wants to __________ Shahriyar and help her father.

GUESS WHAT

What happens in Chapter 2? Tick the boxes.


a
 Sheherazade finishes her story that night.


Yes □／No □



b
 Sheherazade begins a new story in the early morning.


Yes □／No □



c
 King Shahriyar finds the story interesting.


Yes □／No □



d
 The executioner is waiting to kill Sheherazade.


Yes □／No □



e
 The executioner kills Dunyazid.


Yes □／No □



~ CHAPTER 2 ~

The little beggar

第二章　小乞丐
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'Interesting!' says King Shahriyar. Dunyazid is interested, too, and Sheherazade goes on with the story:






So the little beggar goes home with the tailor and his wife, and they have bread and fish to eat. Suddenly, when he's eating and laughing at the same time, the little beggar gets a fish bone
 in his throat.
 His face goes blue, and he falls
 from the table. His eyes close.



'Get up, friend,' laughs the tailor. But the little beggar doesn't move. The tailor looks at him carefully.



'Oh, no!' he cries. 'Our little friend's dead! And we're his killers. What can we do?'



'Put him in a blanket
 !' says his wife.



So they put the little beggar in a blanket, and they take him out into the street.



'Help! Our young child's ill!' cries the tailor's wife. 'Where's the nearest doctor?'



At the doctor's front door, they tell the servant girl, 'Our child needs the doctor.'



The girl goes to find the doctor, and the tailor and his wife stand the little beggar's body at the foot of the stairs
 . Then they run away back to their house.



The doctor runs down the stairs. In the dark he knocks over
 the beggar, and the little man falls at his feet. The doctor looks at him carefully.



'Oh, no! This man's dead from the fall, and I'm his killer!' the doctor cries. 'What can I do?'



'Quick!' says his wife. 'Let's move the body to our
 
neighbour's

 house.'



So they take the body and stand it in the neighbour's
 
kitchen

 .



Their neighbour is a cook
 at the palace. Every night he brings home good things to eat from the palace, but the neighbours' dogs and cats always come and eat them.
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When the cook comes home that night, he sees the little beggar in his dark kitchen. 'Aha! So the neighbours' cats and dogs aren't eating everything here. A man's doing it – and tonight I've got him!'
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So the cook hits the little beggar again and again. The little beggar falls at his feet, and the cook looks at him carefully.



'Help! He's dead, and I'm his killer!' the cook cries. 'I must "lose" the body fast.'



So the cook takes the little beggar's body into the dark street and stands it by a shop.



Not long after that, a rich man goes and stands near the shop. Suddenly he sees the little beggar next to him in the dark street, and he feels afraid.



'Help! Watchman
 ! This man wants to take my money from me!' he cries, and he hits the little beggar again and again. The little beggar falls at his feet.
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Suddenly, the watchman arrives. He sees the beggar at the rich man's feet, and he looks at the little man carefully.



'This man's dead, and you're his killer!' the watchman cries. 'Come with me.'



The watchman takes the man to the judge,
 and all the neighbours come out of their houses and watch.



The judge listens to the rich man and the watchman. He looks at the little beggar's body carefully. Then he says...






Just then, Sheherazade stops speaking.

'What's the matter with you, wife?' asks King Shahriyar.

'Look, my King,' says Sheherazade. She points
 to the red morning sky through the window. 'A new day is here. I cannot tell you more.'

Dunyazid cries.

Just then, the Vizier – Sheherazade's father – comes into the room.

'King Shahriyar,' he says, 'The executioner's waiting for your wife.'

Sheherazade gets up. 'Then take me to him, Father,' she says. 'I'm ready to die.'
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bone
 n.
 a hard white thing in an animal's body 骨头



throat
 n.
 the inside of your neck 喉咙



fall
 v.
 (fell, fallen) & n.
 to go down suddenly; when you go down suddenly 跌落；摔倒



blanket
 n.
 you put this over you when you sleep on a bed 毯子



stairs
 n.
 you can go up or down these in a house 楼梯



knock over
 to hit someone and make them fall 撞倒



neighbour
 n.
 a person who lives near you 邻居



kitchen
 n.
 the room in a house where people make things to eat 厨房



cook
 n.
 a person who makes things for people to eat 厨师



watchman
 n.
 a man who finds people that do bad things in the street 巡捕；巡警



judge
 n.
 a person who says when something is right or wrong 法官



point
 v.
 to show something with your finger 指






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.


a
 'The little beggar is 
bad / dead


 !' the tailor and his wife think.


b
 They leave the beggar in a 
teacher's / doctor's

 house.


c
 'I'm this man's 
friend / killer

 !' the doctor thinks.


d
 The doctor takes the beggar to a neighbour's 
garden / kitchen

 .


e
 'This man is 
eating / drinking

 things here!' the cook thinks.


f
 The rich man sees the beggar near 
his house / a shop

 .


g
 'This rich man is the 
beggar's / doctor's

 killer!' the watchman thinks.


h
 Sheherazade stops telling the story when she sees 
her father / the morning sky

 .

WORD WORK

1 The words don't match the pictures. Correct them.
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2 Use the words in the fish bones to complete the sentences.
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a
 The king has got a lot of money. He's very 　　rich
 　　
 .


b
 'Look!' she says, and she __________s at some beautiful flowers.


c
 'Please __________ with the story. I'm interested,' says Shahriyar.


d
 'I'm up in this tree. Please help me if I __________ down.'


e
 'That man lives in my street. He's my __________'


f
 'Be careful! Don't __________ that open bottle of water.'

GUESS WHAT

What do they do in the next chapter? Read and tick.


a
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... tells the executioner:

1 □ 'Come back tomorrow morning!'

2 □ 'Kill Sheherazade now!'

3 □ 'Kill the Vizier now!'






b
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1 □ ... dies the next morning.

2 □ ... never finishes the Little Beggar
 story.

3 □ ... begins a new story about a doctor.






c
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1 □ ... dies the next morning.

2 □ ... goes and lives at the palace.

3 □ ... sits up and laughs at the judge.


~ Chapter 3 ~

Duban the Doctor

第三章　迪邦医生
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Sheherazade is leaving the room with her father.

'Stop!' cries King Shahriyar. 'What happens to the rich man? I must know!'

'My King,' says Sheherazade. 'I can finish the story tonight. Do you want to hear it?'

'Yes!' cries Shahriyar, and to the Vizier he says, 'I don't need the executioner now. Call him tomorrow morning at this hour.'

So that night, Dunyazid comes again to the King's room, and Sheherazade goes on with her story:






Then the judge says, 'Call the executioner! This rich man is a killer and he must die.'



Just then, the cook cries, 'Wait! I'm the killer.' And he tells his story about the man in his kitchen.



'So the cook must die,' says the judge.



Suddenly, the doctor cries, 'No! I'm the killer.' And he tells the judge about the man at the foot of his stairs.



'Then the doctor must die,' says the judge.



At that, the tailor and his wife cry, 'Stop! We're the killers.' And they tell their story about the little beggar and the fish bone.



'So the tailor and his wife must die,' says the judge.
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Just then, the fish bone falls out of the little beggar's mouth and he sits up, alive and well.



So in the end, nobody dies; and the little beggar goes and lives at the palace, because the King there loves good stories.
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'Very good!' laughs King Shahriyar. 'But now you must die, Sheherazade. I'm sorry.'

Dunyazid cries, but Sheherazade isn't afraid. She points to the night sky through the window, and says, 'My King, there are many hours before morning. Would you like to hear a new story?'

'Yes!' says Shahriyar.

So Sheherazade begins:






King Yunan of Persia works every day for the good of his people. When he isn't working, he plays polo
 . But he isn't happy, because he's badly ill with leprosy
 . Many doctors give different medicines to him. But nobody can cure
 him.



Then one day, Duban the Doctor comes from far away and tells the King, 'I can cure you differently from the doctors here.'



'Do that, and you can be rich, and my best friend,' says King Yunan.



So Duban makes some medicine and puts it in a polo stick
 .



The next morning he tells Yunan, 'Take this stick, and go and play polo. With the stick in your warm hand for many hours, the medicine in it can go through your skin
 and cure you. After you finish playing, sit in a hot pool, and then go to bed. Do all this, and tomorrow you can get up a well man.'



King Yunan does it all, and the leprosy leaves his body the next day.



Happily, the King gives Duban lots of money, and says, 'From today, my friend, you must always sit by me.'



The next day, the Vizier – a bad man with a black heart – asks the King, 'Do you trust Duban?'
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'Of course,' answers Yunan.



'Be careful,' says the Vizier. 'When a man can cure leprosy with medicine in a polo stick, he can easily put poison
 on something and kill you too.'



'Not good old Duban,' says Yunan.



But day after day, the Vizier says bad things about Duban, and one day...






Just then, Sheherazade's father – the Vizier – arrives.

'King Shahriyar,' he says. 'The executioner's waiting.'




polo
 n.
 a game, like football, where people ride horses and hit a ball with a stick 马球



leprosy
 n.
 when you have this illness, it can eat away your face and other body parts 麻风病



cure
 v. & n.
 to make an ill person better; something that makes someone who is ill better 治愈；药；治疗



stick
 n.
 a long, thin piece of wood 木杆



skin
 n.
 what is on the outside of a person's body 皮肤



poison
 n.
 something that kills people when they eat or drink it 毒药






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Correct the mistakes in the sentences.






a
 First the judge says, 'The poor
 (rich)
 man must die.'






b
 Then the cook cries, 'I'm the judge.'






c
 After that, the tailor and his wife tell the story of the fish head.






d
 Then the bone falls out of the little beggar's hand.






e
 In the end, the little beggar goes and lives with the doctor.






f
 Sheherazade sees the morning sky through the window.






g
 Her next story is about the King of Persia. He's very happy.






h
 One day a judge comes to Yunan's palace from far away.






i
 Duban's medicine makes the Vizier well again.






j
 Yunan's cook says bad things about Duban.

WORD WORK

1 Find seven more words from Chapter 3 in the word square.
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2 Use the words from Activity 1 to complete the sentences.


a
 There are people with 　　leprosy
 　　
 in some countries today.


b
 The Vizier doesn't have a good __________. He's a bad man.


c
 Doctor, please give me some __________. I don't feel very well.


d
 When you play __________, you need a fast horse.


e
 My __________ goes red when I sit in the sun for a long time.


f
 My grandfather can't walk without a __________.


g
 Doctor, can you __________ my son? He's very ill.


h
 Stop! Don't drink from that cup. There's __________ in it!
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GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick three sentences.


a
 The executioner kills Sheherazade and Dunyazid.

□


b
 Sheherazade finishes the story about Duban the Doctor.

□


c
 King Yunan's executioner cuts Duban in half.

□


d
 Duban doesn't die, and he kills Yunan with his sword.

□


e
 After Duban dies, he kills King Yunan with some poison.

□


f
 Sheherazade begins a new story before morning comes.

□


~ Chapter 4 ~

Dreams of far-away treasure

第四章　远乡宝藏之梦

'The executioner can come back tomorrow,' says King Shahriyar. 'My wife's finishing the story of Duban the Doctor tonight.'

That night – with Shahriyar and Dunyazid to hear her – Sheherazade goes on with her story:






One day, King Yunan says to his Vizier, 'You're right. Duban wants to kill me. What must I do?'



'Cut off his head,' says the Vizier, darkly.



Yunan's men bring Duban to him at once.



'You want to kill me, so I must kill you first,' cries the King. 'You're wrong! I'm your friend, Yunan,' answers the doctor. But the King cries, 'Call the executioner!'



Then Duban says, 'Wait! Today I want to say goodbye to my friends and to give away all my things. Can you please kill me tomorrow?'



'All right,' says Yunan.



The next day, Duban gives an old book to the King and says, 'Here's a wonderful present for you. Once I'm dead, put my head by you and read the words on page three of this book to it. Then, when you ask my dead head any question, it must answer.'


[image: alt]



After that, the executioner cuts off the doctor's head.



At once, Yunan puts Duban's head by him and looks for page three in the book. But something stops the pages opening. The King licks
 his finger and opens the book at page one, but there's nothing to read. He licks his finger again, and opens the book at page two. Again, there's nothing to read. He licks his finger once more, and opens the book at page three. It's a white page, too. 'There's nothing in this book!' cries King Yunan, angrily. But he's wrong; there's poison on its pages, on his finger, and in his mouth – and it soon kills him.
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'So Duban kills Yunan after Yunan kills him,' cries Shahriyar. 'Truly you can never trust your friends.'

'You can't trust bad men,' says Sheherazade, 'but you can – and must – trust your true helpers. Would you like to hear a new story? The night is young.'
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'Yes,' says Shahriyar.

'Please,' says Dunyazid. So Sheherazade begins:






In Baghdad, in the days of Haroun al-Rashid, a poor man lives in a poor house with two tall trees at the front, and a little black and white pool in the courtyard
 . One night, he has a dream. In it a man tells him, 'Go to Cairo. You can find treasure there.'



So the poor man goes to Cairo. But – with no friends there, and no money for a room – where can he stay? In the end, he sleeps in the courtyard of a mosque
 . That night, near the mosque, some bad men go through the window of a rich man's house. They want to take all his money. But the rich man hears them, and comes after them. So they run away.



Then the rich man sees the man from Baghdad in the mosque courtyard and thinks, 'That's one of them!' So he calls the Chief of Police
 and his men. They arrive, hit the poor man with big sticks, and take him half-dead to prison
 .
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The next day, the Chief of Police asks him, 'Where are you from? And why are you here?'






Just then, the Vizier arrives from the courtyard. It is morning, and again the executioner is waiting.




lick
 v.
 to put water from your mouth on something with your tongue 舔



courtyard
 n.
 a place in the middle of a house that is open to the sky 庭院



mosque
 n.
 Muslims go here to pray 清真寺



Chief of Police
 the most important man in a town who stops people from doing bad things 捕头；警长



prison
 n.
 a place where people must stay when they do something wrong 监狱






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Are these sentences true or false? Tick the boxes.


a
 'The Vizier wants to kill me,' King Yunan thinks one day.


True □／False □



b
 King Yunan wants to kill Duban before Duban kills him.


True □／False □



c
 The next day, Duban gives the king a new book.


True □／False □



d
 'Read the words on page three to my head,' he says.


True □／False □



e
 The executioner cuts off Duban's hands.


True □／False □



f
 King Yunan opens the book, but he can't open page three.


True □／False □



g
 He licks his fingers and opens the pages of the book.


True □／False □



h
 There's poison on the pages and he soon dies.


True □／False □



i
 Sheherazade's next story is about a rich man from Baghdad.


True □／False □



j
 One night, he has a dream about some treasure in Baghdad.


True □／False □



k
 He goes to Cairo and lots of good things happen to him there.


True □／False □


WORD WORK

Use the pictures to write sentences with words from Chapter 4.


a
 Look at the picture on [image: alt]
 one.


　　Look at the picture on page one.
 　　　　　　　　　　







b
 Can you put your [image: alt]
 here, please?

_________________________________________________






c
 When it's hot, we often eat in the [image: alt]
 .

_________________________________________________






d
 Every night he has a beautiful [image: alt]
 .

_________________________________________________






e
 There's [image: alt]
 in the old man's garden, people say.

_________________________________________________






f
 Now [image: alt]
 that carefully. You don't want it all over your face.

_________________________________________________






g
 There's a big [image: alt]
 near my house.

_________________________________________________






h
 The police want to take the man to [image: alt]
 .

_________________________________________________

GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick the boxes.


a
 The Chief of Police tells the poor man, ...

□ 'Go back to Baghdad!'

□ 'There's some treasure in the king's palace.'

□ 'You must give a present to the king.'


b
 The poor man from Baghdad finds some treasure...

□ in prison.

□ near the mosque in Cairo.

□ in the courtyard of his house.


c
 When Sheherazade finishes the story, Shahriyar...

□ is sleeping.

□ wants to hear a new story.

□ calls for the executioner.


~ Chapter 5 ~

The black wooden horse

第五章　黑木马

'I need my wife for one more night, Vizier,' says Shahriyar. 'She's finishing the story "Dreams of far-away treasure" this evening. The executioner can have her tomorrow.'

That night, Sheherazade goes on with her story, and Shahriyar and Dunyazid listen happily:






So the Chief of Police questions the poor man, and he says, 'I'm from Baghdad, and I'm looking for treasure here in Cairo.' And he tells the Chief of Police about his dream. 'You're crazy
 ,' cries the Chief of Police. 'Go back to Baghdad this minute. There's no treasure here.' 'But in my dream, I remember...' begins the man from Baghdad.



'Forget it. I too have a dream sometimes where a man speaks to me of treasure. He tells me, "Go to Baghdad to a poor house with two tall trees at the front, and a little black and white pool in the courtyard. Dig
 under the pool, and there you can find lots of treasure."


[image: alt]



'But do I go to Baghdad?' laughs the Chief of Police. 'No, I don't. Because it's only a dream, my crazy friend, nothing more. I stay here in Cairo. And so you must go back to Baghdad and stay there.'


[image: alt]



With that, the Chief of Police opens the prison door, gives some money to the poor man, and says, 'You can go.'



So the poor man goes home to Baghdad. When he arrives, he digs under the pool in his courtyard, finds lots of treasure there, and is a rich and happy man for many years.


[image: alt]


'What a crazy story!' laughs Shahriyar.

'Crazy, but true,' answers Sheherazade. 'Sometimes we don't find things when we want
 them, but when we need
 them. Would you like to hear a new story? We have time.'

'Of course,' answers Shahriyar.

'Let's,' says Dunyazid.

So Sheherazade begins:






In Old Persia at New Year, people give presents to the King. One year, an old man from India comes to the palace with a big, black, wooden horse.



'This wonderful present is for you,' he tells King Sabur.



'A wooden horse isn't very wonderful,' answers the King.



'Ah, but it can fly
 . Watch!' And with that, the old Indian gets on the horse's back, and moves its left ear. At once, the horse flies up to the sky.



When the old man comes back down and gets off the horse's back, King Sabur asks him, 'How much do you want for this wonderful horse?'


[image: alt]



'I don't want money, my King. I want to marry your youngest daughter.'



'Never!' cries the King's son, Prince
 Firouz.



But King Sabur is very interested in the wooden horse.



'Son,' he says, 'please look at that horse carefully before you answer this man.'



So Firouz goes to the horse and gets on its back.



'My Prince,' begins the Indian. 'When you want to fly up, you move the horse's left ear–'



'I know,' says the Prince angrily. He moves the horse's left ear, and it flies up into the sky and doesn't come back.



'Where's my son?' asks the King after some time.



'I don't know,' cries the Indian. 'I had no time to tell him about when he wants to come down again.'



'Take this man to prison!' says the King angrily. 'And call the executioner at once!'






Just then, the Vizier arrives.

'The executioner's here for Sheherazade,' he says.




crazy
 adj.
 not thinking well 疯狂的



dig
 v.
 (dig, dig) to take away earth 挖掘



fly
 v.
 to go through the air 飞翔



prince
 n.
 the son of a king 王子






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Choose the right words to finish the sentences.


a
 The poor man tells the Chief of Police in Cairo about...


1
 □ some treasure in Baghdad.


2
 [image: alt]
 his dream.


3
 □ the bad men in the rich man's house.


b
 The Chief of Police in Cairo tells the poor man, ...


1
 □ 'I too sometimes have a dream.'


2
 □ 'You must stay in prison.'


3
 □ 'You must look for your treasure in Cairo.'


c
 Sheherazade begins a new story about...


1
 □ a white horse.


2
 □ an Indian king.


3
 □ an old man from India.


d
 The wooden horse flies when the old man...


1
 □ moves its head.


2
 □ moves its left ear.


3
 □ speaks to it.


e
 The king wants to give... to the old man for his wonderful horse.


1
 □ some money


2
 □ his youngest daughter


3
 □ a palace


f
 Prince Firouz gets on the horse and...


1
 □ goes to the palace.


2
 □ sees a beautiful woman.


3
 □ flies away.


g
 Prince Firouz can't...


1
 □ come back down.


2
 □ fly.


3
 □ go up in the sky.


h
 The king is... the old man.


1
 □ happy with


2
 □ angry with


3
 □ interested in

[image: alt]


WORD WORK

1 Find words from Chapter 5 in the pools.

[image: alt]


2 Use words from Activity 1 to complete the sentences.


a
 An old woman 　dig
 　
 s under a tree and finds some treasure.


b
 That old man can't think very well. He's __________.


c
 The young man over there is a __________. His father is the king.


d
 In my dreams I can __________ in the sky.


e
 The Indian's horse isn't alive; it's __________.

GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick three boxes.


a
 Shahriyar wants to hear more about the wooden horse.

□


b
 Prince Firouz flies on the horse for years and years.

□


c
 The old man from India marries a princess.

□


d
 The King of Kashmir cuts off the old Indian's head.

□


e
 Prince Firouz marries a beautiful princess.

□


f
 The executioner kills Sheherazade after a thousand and one nights.

□


~ Chapter 6 ~

Love and trust

第六章　爱情与信任

'Vizier,' says Shahriyar, 'I want to hear more about a wonderful black wooden horse. "Tomorrow", please tell the executioner.'

That night, with Dunyazid and Shahriyar to listen, Sheherazade goes on with her story:






Up on the wooden horse, Prince Firouz wants to come down. But when he moves the horse's left ear back, the horse goes up; when he moves it to the front, the horse goes fast across the evening sky.



Later he learns more. When he moves the horse's right ear back, the horse goes quickly back across the sky; when he moves it to the front, the horse goes down. It is night when Prince Firouz brings the horse down from the sky. Which country is he in? He doesn't know. He lands
 on a big palace, gets off the horse, and goes down some stairs. He arrives in a big room. There on the bed is a beautiful princess,
 the daughter of the King of Bengal. She opens her eyes and sits up. Firouz sits by her and tells her his story.


[image: alt]
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That night, Firouz and the princess fall in love
 .



'Would you like to fly to Persia with me?' he asks.



'Yes,' she answers.



Early the next morning, they get on the wooden horse and fly to Persia.



Firouz leaves the princess with the horse in a little palace in the country.



'Wait here. I must tell my father about you. Then I can take you to him.'



So Firouz goes to his father. King Sabur is very happy to see him. 'Take word to the prison,' he tells one of his men. 'The Indian can go.'



But the old Indian hears about Prince Firouz and the Princess of Bengal, and he goes to the palace in the country.



'I come from Prince Firouz,' he tells the princess. 'We must fly now to King Sabur's palace on the wooden horse.'



The princess gets up happily behind the Indian. But they fly away to Kashmir, because the King there wants a wife. 'Perhaps I can give this woman to the King of Kashmir for lots of money!' thinks the old man.



The horse lands near the King's palace, and the Indian and the princess get off.



'Help!' she cries at once.



The King of Kashmir arrives on a white horse. He's hunting with his friends and the Indian doesn't know him.



'Who are you?' the King asks. 'And who's this woman?' 'I'm an old man from India and she's my young wife,' comes the answer.



'That's not true,' cries the princess, and she quickly tells the King everything.



'Right,' says the King and at once he cuts off the old Indian's head with his sword.
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Then he takes the wooden horse and the princess back home to his palace.



'Marry me!' he cries once they are there.



What can the princess do? She begins to cry and laugh, and to say crazy things.



'She's crazy!' thinks the King of Kashmir. 'I can't marry a crazy woman. I must find a cure for her.'



Many doctors come and give medicine to the princess, but she stays crazy.



In Persia, Prince Firouz hears about the crazy Princess of Bengal, and her black wooden horse in the palace in Kashmir. He puts on doctor's clothes and goes there at once.



'I'm a Persian doctor. I can cure the princess,' he tells the King, 'So bring her here. And the black wooden horse is making her crazy, so I need that, too.'



'Of course, Doctor,' says the King, and his men bring the horse and the princess to him.


[image: alt]



Then the Prince of Persia quietly tells the princess, 'Under these doctor's clothes it's me, Firouz. Trust me.'



'I do,' she answers quietly.



Suddenly, the prince takes her in his arms, gets on the wooden horse, and quickly flies away to Persia. Once there, they marry and live happily for many years, and have many sons and daughters.






For a thousand and one nights, Sheherazade tells stories to King Shahriyar – of Aladdin, Ali Baba, Sinbad, and more. And in that time Sheherazade and Shahriyar have three sons.

One morning, Sheherazade brings them to the King and says, 'I have no more stories to tell. Please don't kill me. Truly, I love our sons more than any mother can. Spare
 me, my husband.'

'I spare you happily!' says Shahriyar. 'Because you're a good mother and wife, and a wonderful teller of stories – and because I love and trust you, too, Sheherazade. Your cure works: I'm angry with women no longer! I can forgive
 them. I thank you for that.'

Later, Shahriyar gives the good news
 to his Vizier, Sheherazade's father, and the Vizier happily tells everyone in the country.

When Shahzaman hears the news, he visits his brother at once. He meets Sheherazade's sister, Dunyazid, on this visit, and he marries her soon after that.

So Shahriyar and Sheherazade, and Shahzaman and Dunyazid, live happily for many years. And they have many tall sons and beautiful daughters between them.

[image: alt]





land
 v.
 to arrive from the air; to come down to the floor 着陆



princess
 n.
 the daughter of a king 公主



fall in love
 to begin loving 相爱



spare
 v.
 not to kill 饶恕



forgive
 v.
 (forgave, forgiven) to stop being angry with someone after they do something bad 饶恕



news
 n.
 when someone tells you something that is new 消息






ACTIVITIES

READING CHECK

Put these sentences in the correct order. Number them 1–10.


a
 □ The Indian flies away to Kashmir with the princess.


b
 □ Prince Firouz and the Princess of Bengal fall in love.


c
 □ The princess says crazy things because she doesn't want to marry the king.


d
 [image: alt]
 Prince Firouz lands on a big palace in Bengal and gets off the horse.


e
 □ The King of Kashmir cuts off the Indian's head.


f
 □ Firouz and the princess fly from Kashmir to Persia on the horse.


g
 □ Firouz and the princess fly from Bengal to Persia on the horse.


h
 □ The King of Kashmir wants to marry the Princess of Bengal.


i
 □ Firouz puts on some doctor's clothes and goes to Kashmir.


j
 □ The old Indian hears about the Princess of Bengal and goes to her.

WORD WORK

1 Find eight more words from Chapter 6 in the word square.

[image: alt]


2 Use the words from Activity 1 in the correct form to complete the sentences.


a
 We're 　landing
 　
 in Istanbul airport at 12.50.


b
 __________ Noor of Jordan is a beautiful woman.


c
 Romeo __________ with Juliet when they meet at her father's house.


d
 Why do you always wear black __________?


e
 Please don't kill my children – __________ them!


f
 Barack Obama is Michelle Obama's __________.


g
 'You're very late!' 'I'm sorry. __________ me!'


h
 What are you doing these days? Tell me all your __________.


i
 I can't hear you very well. My __________ have got water in them.

WHAT NEXT?

1 Here are more of Sheherazade's stories. Match the names with the story summaries. Use a dictionary to help you.
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1 A poor man visits many different countries across the seas. He has many adventures and sails back to Baghdad a rich and happy man in the end.




2 A poor boy finds a wonderful lamp. With its magic to help, he is soon rich, has a palace to live in, and marries a princess. But what happens when he loses the lamp?




3 A poor man finds some robbers' treasure. He takes some of it, but the forty robbers come to find him and kill him. How can his servant girl Morgiana stop them?



2 Which of these stories do you know? Which would you like to read? Why?


PROJECT

PROJECT　拓展训练


Telling a Story


1 Circle the correct words and phrases to complete the story of The Little Beggar
 .

[image: alt]



a
 
One
 / That

 evening, a tailor and his wife meet a little beggar and he goes home with them.


b
 They are eating fish and 
after that
 / suddenly

 the beggar gets a fish bone in his throat and stops moving.


c
 
Suddenly
 / So

 the tailor puts the beggar in a blanket, takes him to a doctor's house and asks for the doctor.


d
 One minute 
after
 / later

 , the doctor runs down the stairs, sees the beggar and thinks, 'I'm his killer!'


e
 
After that
 / After

 , the doctor and his wife put the beggar in their neighbour's kitchen.


f
 
Then
 / When

 the cook comes home, he sees the beggar in the kitchen.


g
 
After
 / Later

 , the cook puts the beggar in the street, a rich man hits him.


h
 
When
 / Then

 a watchman comes and takes the rich man to the judge.


i
 
Just then
 / So

 , the fish bone falls out of the beggar's mouth and he sits up.


j
 
Suddenly
 / In the end

 , the little beggar goes to live at the palace with the king.





2 Read and order the story of Ali Baba.（插图绘制：雨青工作室）
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a
 □ They go to Ali Baba's house and they wait in big oil jars in the garden.


b
 □ Soon Ali Baba's brother learns about the treasure and goes to the cave.


c
 □ In the end, Ali Baba lives happily with the treasure for many years.


d
 □ So he goes after the men, and he sees them go into a treasure cave.


e
 □ After this, the bad men want to kill Ali Baba.


f
 □ When the men go away, Ali Baba takes some treasure from the cave.


g
 □ Suddenly, the bad men arrive at the cave and kill the brother.


h
 [image: alt]
 One day, Ali Baba hears some bad men. They're talking about treasure.


i
 □ Some time later, Ali Baba takes his brother's dead body from the cave.


j
 □ Just then, a girl in the house hears the men and kills them with hot oil.





3 Choose a red title and write a story. Use the blue phrases to help you.
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Places from Stories


4 Look at the map of some of the places in the story of Sheherazade
 .

[image: alt]


[image: alt]


5 Look up the words in the box in a dictionary. Then read and complete.

[image: alt]


[image: alt]


Samarkand is a big ________________ in Uzbekistan in Central Asia. It's over 2,750 years old and there are many old Islamic ________________ there.

[image: alt]


Today we call Persia 'Iran'. It's a big ________________ in the Middle East near Central and South Asia. It's one of the oldest countries in the ________________. Most Iranians are Muslims and they speak Farsi.

[image: alt]


Basra is in the south of Iraq. It's the third biggest city in the country and it's an important ________________. The city is next to the Shatt al-Arab river, and there are many little ________________ there.

[image: alt]


Indochina is a ________________ in Southeast Asia. It's on a ________________ east of India and south of China. Today the countries in Indochina are Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

[image: alt]


Cairo is the ________________ of Egypt. It has many mosques, so people sometimes call it 'the city of a thousand minarets'. It's on the ________________ Nile and is near the pyramids and the Great Sphinx in Giza.





6 Match the places with the stories.
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1
 Layla and Majnun live in tents in...


2
 Robin Hood lives under the trees in...


3
 Don Quixote comes from a village in...


4
 William Tell and his son live in a house near...





7 Choose a story place. Find out some information about it and complete the table.

[image: alt]



GRAMMAR

GRAMMAR CHECK　语法充电







简短回答


简短回答用来回答一般疑问句。简短回答中要再次用到问句中的助动词或动词be
 。回答中的代词要与问句中的主语一致。



Is
 Shahzaman the King of Samarkand?


沙赫扎曼是撒马尔罕的国王吗？


Yes, he is
 .


是的，他是。

简短回答中使用与问句中相同的代词。



Does he
 go back to his room for his brother's present?


他回房间去拿送给他哥哥的礼物了吗？


Yes, he does
 .


是的，他去拿了。



1 Write short answers for these questions about Shahzaman and Shahriyar.


a
 Does Shahzaman find his wife in his room with her sister?


　No, he doesn't.
 　



b
 Does he find her there with a young man? _______________

[image: alt]



c
 Can Shahzaman trust his wife after this? _______________


d
 Is he angry with her?

_______________


e
 Does he spare her? _______________


f
 Are Shahzaman and Shahriyar brothers? _______________


g
 Do the two of them live in Samarkand? _______________


h
 Is Shazaman smiling when he gives his present to Shahriyar? _______________


i
 Can Shahzaman see Shahriyar's wife from the window of his room? _______________


j
 Is she with her women and some palace servants? _______________


k
 Are they in the pool? _______________


l
 Is Shahriyar's wife better than Shahzaman's wife? _______________


m
 Do Shahzaman and Shahriyar talk that night? _______________


n
 Does Shahriyar's wife want Masood to be king after her husband dies? _______________


o
 Does Shahriyar's wife say sorry to her husband before she dies? _______________


形容词比较级

[image: alt]




2 Write comparative sentences about Sheherazade and Dunyazid.


a
 Dunyazid/young/Sheherazade



Dunyazid is younger than Sheherazade.




b
 Dunyazid/afraid/Sheherazade _______________


c
 Sheherazade/tall/Dunyazid _______________


d
 Sheherazade/beautiful/Dunyazid _______________


e
 Dunyazid/quiet/Sheherazade _______________


f
 Sheherazade/interesting/Dunyazid _______________


g
 Dunyazid/excited/Sheherazade _______________


h
 Dunyazid/careful/Sheherazade _______________

[image: alt]


3 Write comparative sentences about Sheherazade and Shahriyar with these adjectives.


a
 old 
Shahriyar is older than Sheherazade.




b
 angry _______________


c
 nice _______________


d
 bad _______________


e
 big _______________


f
 good _______________
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特殊疑问句和特殊疑问词

用特殊疑问词构成特殊疑问句。



Where
 does Shahzaman live?


沙赫扎曼住在哪里？



Why
 does Shahzaman cut off his wife's head?


沙赫扎曼为什么要砍下他妻子的脑袋？



What
 's the name of Shahzaman's first wife?


沙赫扎曼的第一任妻子叫什么？

回答时提供相应的信息。


In his palace in Samarkand.


住在撒马尔罕他的王宫里。


Because he can't trust her any more.


因为他不再信任她了。


We don't know.


我们不知道。



4 Complete the information questions with the question words in the box.
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a
 Q:　　Who
 　　
 is Sheherazade's father?

A: King Shahriyar's Vizier.


b
 Q: __________ daughters does he have?

A: Two.


c
 Q: __________ are their names?

A: Sheherazade and Dunyazid.


d
 Q: __________ does the Vizier help King Shahriyar?

A: He finds a new wife for him every day.


e
 Q: __________ doesn't the Vizier feel happy when he comes home one night?

A: Because he can't find any more wives for the king.


f
 Q: __________ of his daughters marries King Shahriyar?

A: Sheherazade.


g
 Q: __________ does Sheherazade tell stories to her husband?

A: In the king's room.


h
 Q: __________ listens to the stories with Shahriyar?

A: Sheherazade's sister, Dunyazid.


i
 Q: __________ does Sheherazade love her three sons?

A: More than any mother can.


j
 Q: __________ does Shahzaman marry Dunyazid?

A: Soon after he meets her on a visit to his brother's palace.


介词与介词性动词

用方位介词来表示物体所处的位置。


in [image: alt]




at
 [image: alt]



next to/by
 [image: alt]






动作性介词表示物体的运动方式。


into
 [image: alt]



out of
 [image: alt]



from
 [image: alt]



to
 [image: alt]



up
 [image: alt]






介词也可以接在一些动词后面。


to look at




to listen to




to sit up





5 Circle the correct prepositions to complete the sentences about the story The Little Beggar
 .
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a
 The story happens 

in
 / by

 Baghdad.


b
 The tailor and his wife take the little beggar 
to / at

 their house.


c
 When the little beggar gets a fish bone 
into / in

 his throat, he falls 
out of / from

 the table.


d
 After the tailor and his wife put the beggar 
in / to

 a blanket, they take him 
into / at

 the street.


e
 They take him 
to / from

 the doctor's house, and they leave him 
in / at

 the foot of the stairs.


f
 After the doctor knocks over the little beggar, he looks 
to / at

 the body carefully.


g
 The doctor and his wife leave the little beggar 
to / in

 the cook's kitchen.


h
 The cook takes things to eat 
to / from

 the palace every night.


i
 The cook leaves the little beggar 
by / in

 a shop.


j
 The rich man suddenly sees the little beggar 
next to / at

 him.


k
 'This man wants to take my money 
out of / from

 me,' the rich man cries.


l
 When the rich man hits the little beggar, the beggar's body falls 
in / at

 his feet.


m
 People come 
up / out of

 their houses and listen 
to / at

 the judge.


n
 After the fish bone falls 
into / out of

 the little beggar's mouth, he sits 
in / up

 .


情态助动词：can与can't

用can
 +动词原形表示能做的事。


King Yunan can play
 polo.


尤南国王会打马球。

用can't
 +动词原形表示不能做的事。


The doctors in Persia can't cure
 King Yunan's leprosy.


波斯的医生们都治不好尤南国王的麻风病。

在用can
 提问的问句中，不用do
 或does
 。



Can
 Duban help
 the king?


迪邦能帮助国王吗？



6 Complete the sentences about the story Duban the Doctor
 with the verbs in the box.
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a
 'I 
can cure

 you differently from the doctors here,' says Duban.


b
 'Do that, and you __________ rich,' says Yunan.


c
 'The medicine in this polo stick __________ through your skin and cure you,' says Duban.


d
 'Tomorrow you __________ a well man,' he finishes.


e
 After Duban cures Yunan, he __________ by the king.
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f
 'When a man __________ medicine in a polo stick, he __________ you with poison too,' says Yunan's vizier.


g
 Soon Yunan __________ Duban any more, and he wants to kill him.


h
 Duban talks to his old friend Yunan, but he __________ the king.


i
 '__________ you __________ me tomorrow?' he asks.


j
 Duban __________ goodbye to his friends.


k
 Yunan takes Duban's book in his hands, but he __________ its pages very easily.


l
 Yunan __________ any words on page three.


m
 He __________ the white poison on the white pages.


n
 __________ kings __________ their friends or not?
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连词：so与because

用so
 来连接两个分句，后一分句为前一分句的结果。


A man from Baghdad dreams about treasure in Cairo 
so
 he goes there
 .
 （第一个分句的结果）


一个巴格达人梦见开罗有宝藏，

于是他去了那儿。

用because
 来连接两个分句，后一分句为前一分句的原因。


He's interested in treasure 
because
 he's very poor
 .
 （第一个分句的原因）


他对宝藏感兴趣，

因为他很穷。



7 Complete the sentences about the story Dreams of Far-Away Treasure
 with so
 or because
 .
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a
 In Cairo, the poor man sleeps in the courtyard of a mosque 　because
 　
 he has no money for a room.


b
 Some bad men want money __________ they go through the window of a rich man's house one night.


c
 The rich man gets up at night __________ he hears a noise in the night.


d
 The rich man goes after the bad men __________ they all run away.


e
 The rich man sees the poor man near his house __________ he thinks, 'That's one of them!'


f
 The Chief of Police and his men arrive __________ the rich man calls them.


g
 They hit the poor man with sticks __________ they're angry with him.


h
 Bad men must go to prison __________ they take the poor man there.


i
 The Chief of Police asks, 'Where are you from and why are you here?' __________ the poor man tells him about his dream of treasure in Cairo.


j
 The poor man goes back to Baghdad __________ the Chief of Police tells him about his dream of treasure there.


k
 The Chief of Police gives the poor man some money when he leaves __________ he feels sorry for him.


l
 The poor man remembers the Chief of Police's words __________ he digs under the pool in his courtyard.


m
 In the end, the man from Baghdad is happy __________ he is rich.


形容词的位置

一个名词前用多个形容词来修饰时，顺序如下：
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8 Complete the sentences about the story The Black Wooden Horse
 with the words in brackets in the correct order.


a
 Sabur is a 
happy old Persian

 king. (Persian/old/happy)


b
 He lives in a ____________________ palace. (wonderful/old/big)


c
 On New Year's Day an ____________________ man arrives. (Indian/interesting/old)


d
 He gives a/an ____________________ present to the King. (new/exciting/wooden)


e
 Firouz is a ____________________ prince. (rich/Persian/young)


f
 He arrives in Bengal one ____________________ night. (Arabian/warm/dark)


g
 He finds a ____________________ princess in her room. (young/Bengali/beautiful)


h
 He takes her to a ____________________ palace and goes to his father. (country/little/nice)


i
 The Indian leaves his ____________________ room and finds the princess. (dark/cold/prison)


j
 He takes the princess to a ____________________ garden in Kashmir. (green/nice/big)


k
 The King of Kashmir arrives on a ____________________ horse. (white/tall/Arabian)


l
 He cuts off the Indian's head with a/an ____________________ sword. (Syrian/expensive/new)


m
 The King of Kashmir doesn't want a ____________________ wife. (Bengali/young/crazy)


n
 A/An ____________________ doctor comes and speaks to him. (old/Persian/good)


TRANSLATION　译文






第一章


国王与他们的妻子

一天，印度支那的山鲁亚尔国王给他的弟弟沙赫扎曼——撒马尔罕的国王——写了封信。

沙赫扎曼，

来看看我吧，我等着你。

山鲁亚尔

沙赫扎曼看完这封信后随即就准备动身。但在王宫的门口，他停了下来。

“给我哥哥的礼物！它还在我的房间里呢！”他大叫道。

他跑回去拿礼物，却在那儿发现他的妻子正跟他的一名男仆在一起。

“等沙赫扎曼死了，你就能成为国王了。”她对那个年轻男子说道。

“我刚离开了五分钟，瞧瞧啊！”沙赫扎曼愤愤地想，“我永远都不会再相信我的妻子了！”

于是他用自己的刀砍下了那名男子和他妻子的脑袋，然后拿着礼物离开了。

在印度支那，沙赫扎曼阴沉着脸把礼物送给了哥哥。山鲁亚尔问：“怎么了？”

“我不能说，”沙赫扎曼答道，“不过事情很严重。”

“忘掉它，走，打猎去！”山鲁亚尔说。

“今天不行！”沙赫扎曼说。

于是山鲁亚尔出发去打猎了，而沙赫扎曼则留在自己的房间里。不久，他透过窗户看到山鲁亚尔的妻子和她的20名侍女呆在花园的池塘旁。跟她们在一起的还有21名男仆——他们都是身材高大、皮肤黝黑的年轻男子，一个个笑容满面。

“我哥哥的妻子可比我妻子糟糕很多倍呢！”沙赫扎曼心想。

那天夜里山鲁亚尔回来之后，沙赫扎曼跟他说了自己的妻子和男仆在撒马尔罕发生的事情。

“可是，弟弟，你为什么现在跟我说这些呢？”山鲁亚尔问。

于是，沙赫扎曼跟山鲁亚尔讲了他
 妻子与她的那些侍女和男仆们在池塘旁的所作所为。

“我
 妻子不可能也这样！”山鲁亚尔大声说道，“这不是真的！”

“听着，哥哥，”沙赫扎曼说，“明天，你的朋友们可以自己去打猎，你不要去。你可以跟我留在这儿看看。”

于是第二天早上，山鲁亚尔从沙赫扎曼房间的窗户向外看。不一会儿，他的妻子、她的侍女和男仆们就来到了池塘旁。

“马苏德，”山鲁亚尔的妻子对她身旁的那个年轻男子说道，“等山鲁亚尔死了，你就能成为国王了。”

山鲁亚尔愤怒地叫来了自己的六名心腹。“去池塘边处死我的妻子、她的侍女，还有那些男仆！”他说。他们立即照办了。

沙赫扎曼回国之后，山鲁亚尔一直闷闷不乐。他无法不爱女人，但又不能信任她们。

每天下午，他都会新娶一位年轻的妻子，但第二天一早他就会对王宫的刽子手说：“砍掉她的脑袋！”

他的妻子们没时间变坏。

但过了几个月，山鲁亚尔的维齐就再也找不到人做国王的妻子了。

“我该怎么办呢？”维齐哀叹道，“我可不想让刽子手明天来我家啊。”

维齐那天夜里回到家后闷闷不乐。他的两个女儿走上前来。大女儿叫山鲁佐德，她妹妹叫敦尼娅佐德。

“怎么啦，父亲？”山鲁佐德问道。维齐把事情都告诉了她。

“可我
 能做山鲁亚尔的新妻子呀！”山鲁佐德说，“如蒙天意我能活下来的话，也能拯救我们国家的女人。”

“不行，山鲁佐德！”

“父亲，把我带到国王那儿吧。”山鲁佐德说。

最终，维齐同意了。

山鲁佐德在动身之前对敦尼娅佐德说：“今晚我召唤你的时候，你就来找我并且要求听一个故事。如蒙天意，那样便能拯救我们。”

随后，维齐便把山鲁佐德带到了国王那儿，山鲁亚尔娶了她。

那天夜里，在国王的房间里，山鲁佐德说：“我的国王，我想跟我妹妹道个别。我可以叫她来这儿吗？”

“当然可以。”国王说道。

在她们互相道别后，敦尼娅佐德微笑着说：“姐姐，你的故事总会帮我消磨漫漫长夜。今晚你能不能再给我讲最后一个故事呢？”

“可以吗，我的国王？”山鲁佐德问道。

“你讲吧，”山鲁亚尔答道，“我喜欢听好故事。”





于是，山鲁佐德开始讲了起来：





在巴士拉，一个裁缝和他的妻子生活在一起。他们都是好人。一天晚上，他们在街上遇到了一个小乞丐。他一边喝酒一边讲故事，并哈哈大笑，裁缝和他的妻子也跟乞丐一起笑。

“跟我们回家吃些东西吧。”他们说。






第二章


小乞丐

“真有趣！”山鲁亚尔国王说道。敦尼娅佐德也听得津津有味，于是山鲁佐德继续讲道：





于是，小乞丐跟着裁缝和他的妻子回了家。他们弄了些面包和鱼来吃。突然，在小乞丐又吃又笑的时候，他的喉咙里卡了一根鱼刺。小乞丐的脸变成了青紫色，倒在了桌旁，双眼紧闭。

“起来，朋友。”裁缝笑着说道。但小乞丐一动不动。裁缝仔细察看他。

“哦，不！”他叫道，“我们的小朋友死了！而我们是杀他的凶手。我们该怎么办呢？”

“把他裹在一条毯子里！”他妻子说道。

于是，他们把小乞丐裹在一条毯子里，把他弄到了外面的街上。

“救命啊！我们的小孩病了！”裁缝的妻子大叫道，“离这儿最近的医生住在哪儿呀？”

到了医生家的大门前，他们对女仆说：“我们的孩子需要看医生。”

女仆去叫医生，裁缝和他妻子便把小乞丐的尸体竖立在楼梯口。然后他们跑回了自己的家里。

医生跑下楼梯。在黑暗中，他撞倒了乞丐，这个小矮子摔倒在医生的脚下。医生仔细察看他。

“哦，不！这个人摔死了，而我是杀他的凶手！”医生叫道，“我该怎么办呢？”

“快！”他的妻子说，“我们把他的尸体搬到邻居家去吧。”

于是他们把尸体搬到了邻居家的厨房里，并把它竖立在那里。

他们的邻居是王宫里的一个厨子。每天夜里，他都会从王宫带回来好吃的东西，可邻居家的猫狗们却总会来享用美食。

那天夜里，厨子回到家，他看见小乞丐呆在自己家漆黑的厨房里。“啊哈！看来也不是邻居家的猫狗们全都吃掉了这里的美食呀，是有人在干这种勾当呢——而且今晚我就抓到他了！”

于是，厨子不停地殴打小乞丐。小乞丐倒在了他的脚下，厨子仔细察看他。

“救命啊！他死了，而我是杀他的凶手！”厨子叫道，“我必须赶快‘丢掉’这具尸体。”

于是厨子把小乞丐的尸体搬到漆黑的街上，把它竖立在一家店铺旁。

之后不久，一个有钱人走了过来，站在这家店铺附近。突然，他看到在漆黑的街上自己身边站着一个小乞丐，顿时害怕极了。

“救命啊！巡捕！这个人想抢我的钱！”他边叫边不停地殴打小乞丐。小乞丐倒在了他的脚下。

突然，巡捕赶到了。他看到乞丐躺在那个有钱人的脚下，便仔细察看这个小矮子。

“这个人死了，你是杀他的凶手！”巡捕大叫道，“跟我来。”

巡捕把有钱人带到法官面前，所有的街坊邻居都从家里出来看热闹。

法官听了有钱人和巡捕的讲述。他仔细察看了小乞丐的尸体。然后，他说……





就在此时，山鲁佐德停下来不讲了。

“你怎么啦，爱妻？”山鲁亚尔国王问道。

“看，我的国王，”山鲁佐德说着指向窗外红色的朝霞，“新的一天到来了。我不能再给您讲了。”

敦尼娅佐德大声哭了起来。

就在此时，维齐——山鲁佐德的父亲——走进了房间。

“山鲁亚尔国王，”他说，“刽子手正在等着您的妻子呢。”

山鲁佐德站起身。“那就带我去他那儿吧，父亲，”她说，“我准备好去死了。”






第三章


迪邦医生

山鲁佐德正要跟她的父亲离开房间。

“站住！”山鲁亚尔国王大声说，“那个有钱人后来怎么样了？我必须得知道！”

“我的国王，”山鲁佐德说道，“我可以今晚讲完这个故事。您想听吗？”

“想！”山鲁亚尔大声说道，他对维齐说：“现在我不需要刽子手。明早这个时候再叫他来吧。”

于是那天夜里，敦尼娅佐德又来到了国王的房间里，而山鲁佐德则继续讲她的故事：





随后，法官说：“叫刽子手来！这个有钱人是凶手，他必须偿命。”

就在此时，厨子大喊道：“等等！我才是凶手。”随后他讲了在自家厨房看见小乞丐的事。

“那么这个厨子必须偿命。”法官说道。

突然，医生大喊道：“不！我才是凶手。”随后他向法官讲述了他在自家楼梯口撞上小乞丐的事。

“那么这位医生必须偿命。”法官说道。

听到这儿，裁缝和他的妻子大喊道：“停下！我们才是凶手。”随后他们讲了有关小乞丐和鱼刺的事。

“那么这个裁缝和他的妻子必须偿命。”法官说道。

就在此时，鱼刺从小乞丐的嘴里掉了出来，他坐起身，又活了过来。

所以最终谁也没有死；而小乞丐也住进了王宫，因为那儿的国王喜欢听好故事。





“很好！”山鲁亚尔国王大笑道，“但你现在必须得死了，山鲁佐德。我很遗憾。”

敦尼娅佐德大声哭起来，但山鲁佐德并不害怕。她指着窗外的夜空说：“我的国王，现在离清晨还有很长时间呢。您愿意听一个新故事吗？”

“愿意！”山鲁亚尔说。

于是，山鲁佐德开始讲了起来：





波斯的尤南国王日日操劳，造福于人民。他不工作的时候就打打马球。但他并不开心，因为他患有严重的麻风病。很多医生给他开了各种各样的药，但没人能治愈他。

后来有一天，迪邦医生从很远的地方来到这里，他对国王说：“我能治好您的病，跟这里医生所用的方法都不同。”

“那就治吧，你会拥有荣华富贵，并成为我最好的朋友。”尤南国王说道。

于是，迪邦配了药，把药装在一根马球杆里。

第二天早上，他对尤南说：“拿上这根马球杆去打马球吧。把这根球杆握在您温暖的手里，几个小时之后，里面的药物就可以穿透皮肤，治好您的病。您打完马球之后，要在热水池里坐浴，然后再上床睡觉。做完这些，明天您起床后就是一个健康的人了。”

尤南国王全都照做了，第二天麻风病果然离开了他的身体。

国王很高兴，给了迪邦很多钱，并说道：“从今天起，我的朋友，你必须一直陪在我身边。”

第二天，维齐——一个心肠狠毒的坏家伙——问国王：“您信任迪邦吗？”

“当然了。”尤南答道。

“小心啊，”维齐说，“如果一个人用马球杆装药就能治好麻风病的话，那他也可以轻易地把毒药涂在别的东西上，将您害死。”

“忠实的老迪邦是不会这么干的。”尤南说。

但日复一日，维齐总说迪邦的坏话，终于有一天……





正在此时，山鲁佐德的父亲——维齐来了。

“山鲁亚尔国王，”他说道，“刽子手在候着呢。”






第四章


远乡宝藏之梦

“刽子手可以明天再来，”山鲁亚尔国王说，“我妻子今晚就会讲完迪邦医生的故事了。”

那天夜里——山鲁亚尔和敦尼娅佐德在一旁听着——山鲁佐德继续讲起了她的故事：





一天，尤南国王对他的维齐说：“你说得对。迪邦想杀了我。我该怎么办呢？”

“砍下他的脑袋。”维齐阴险地说道。

尤南的手下立即把迪邦带来见他。

“你想杀了我，所以我必须先杀掉你。”国王大声说道。

“您错了！我是您的朋友啊，尤南。”医生答道。

但国王却喊道：“叫刽子手来！”

接着迪邦说：“等等！今天我想跟我的朋友们道别，把我所有的东西都赠送出去。请您明天再杀我好吗？”

“好吧。”尤南说。

第二天，迪邦把一本旧书送给了国王，说道：“这份神奇的礼物是送给您的。我死之后，请把我的头颅放在您身边，对它朗读这本书第三页上的文字。之后，您问任何问题，我的头颅都会回答的。”

然后，刽子手便砍下了医生的脑袋。

尤南立即把迪邦的头颅放在自己身旁，并翻看书的第三页，但书页却翻不开。国王舔了下手指，翻开了书的第一页，但上面没有文字。他又舔了下手指，翻开了书的第二页，还是没有文字。他再一次舔了下手指，翻开了书的第三页，还是白页。

“这本书里什么也没有啊！”尤南国王愤怒地叫道。可他错了；书页上有毒药，毒药粘在了他的手指上，进入了他的嘴里——很快就毒死了他。





“这就是说迪邦在尤南杀死他之后也杀了尤南，”山鲁亚尔大声说道，“真是永远都不能相信自己的朋友啊。”

“是不能相信坏人，”山鲁佐德说，“但可以——并且必须要——相信真心帮助自己的人。您愿意再听一个新故事吗？黑夜才刚来临。”

“好啊。”山鲁亚尔说道。

“请讲吧。”敦尼娅佐德说。于是山鲁佐德便讲了起来：





在巴格达，哈伦·赖世德统治时期，一个穷人住在一座破旧的房子里，房前有两棵高大的树，院子里有一个黑白相间的小水池。一天夜里，他做了一个梦。梦中，一个人对他说：“去开罗吧。你可以在那儿找到宝藏。”

于是，这个穷人就去了开罗。但是——他在那里没有朋友，也没有钱住店——他能呆在哪儿呢？最后，他睡在一座清真寺的院子里。那天夜里，在清真寺附近，一伙坏人从一个有钱人家的窗子钻了进去。他们想偷走他所有的钱。但那个有钱人听见了他们的动静，追赶他们。于是，他们全都逃跑了。

随后，有钱人瞧见了清真寺院子里那个来自巴格达的人，他想：“这人是跟他们一伙的！”于是，他叫来了捕头和他的手下。他们赶到现场，用大棒把这个穷人打得半死，然后把他投入监牢。

第二天，捕头问他：“你从哪儿来？你来这儿干什么？”





正在此时，维齐从院子里走了进来。现在已是清晨，刽子手又在等候命令。






第五章


黑木马

“我需要我妻子再多呆一个晚上，维齐，”山鲁亚尔说，“她今晚就会讲完《远乡宝藏之梦》这个故事了。刽子手可以明天再杀她。”

那天夜里，山鲁佐德继续讲起了她的故事，山鲁亚尔和敦尼娅佐德都愉快地听着：





于是捕头审问这个穷人，穷人答道：“我来自巴格达，我来开罗寻找宝藏。”他跟捕头说了自己的梦。

“你疯啦。”捕头大声说道，“现在马上回巴格达去。这里没什么宝藏。”

“可是在我的梦里，我记得……”来自巴格达的人开口说道。

“算了吧。我有时也会做梦，梦里一个人跟我说起宝藏的事。他跟我说：‘去巴格达找一座旧房子，房前有两棵高大的树，院子里有一个黑白相间的小水池。挖开水池，你就能找到数不清的金银财宝了。’

“但我真的去巴格达了吗？”捕头笑道，“不，我没去。因为那只是一个梦，我疯狂的朋友，仅此而已。我仍呆在开罗这个地方。所以你应该回到巴格达，呆在那里。”

说完，捕头打开了牢门，给了这个穷人一些钱，说道：“你可以走了。”

于是，穷人往巴格达的家里赶。他一到家，就挖开了院子里的水池，在那儿找到了数不清的金银财宝。他成了一个富人，幸福地生活了很多年。





“这是个多荒唐的故事啊！”山鲁亚尔大笑道。

“的确荒唐，但却是真的，”山鲁佐德应道，“有时，我们想
 要
 东西的时候却找不到，但在我们需
 要
 的时候就能如愿了。您想再听一个新故事吗？我们还有时间呢。”

“当然。”山鲁亚尔答道。

“那我们开始吧。”敦尼娅佐德说。

于是山鲁佐德开始讲了起来：





在古波斯，过新年的时候，人们会给国王敬奉礼物。有一年，一个来自印度的老头带着一匹黑色的大木马来到了王宫。

“这件神奇的礼物是送给您的。”他对萨布尔国王说。

“一匹木马也没什么神奇的啊。”国王答道。

“啊，但它能飞。看！”说完印度老头骑上了马背，动了一下它的左耳。马立刻飞上天空。

等老头飞回地面，下了马，萨布尔国王问他：“你这匹神奇的马要卖多少钱？”

“我不想要钱，我的国王。我想娶您的小女儿为妻。”

“休想！”国王的儿子菲鲁兹王子大声说道。

但萨布尔国王对这匹木马非常感兴趣。

“儿子，”他说，“请你先仔细看看那匹马再答复此人。”

于是，菲鲁兹走到马跟前上了马。

“我的王子，”印度人开口道，“您想飞起来的时候，就动一下马的左耳——”

“我知道。”王子气冲冲地说道。他动了一下马的左耳，马飞上了天，没有了踪影。

“我儿子去哪儿了？”等了一会儿，国王问道。

“我不知道啊，”印度人大声说道，“我都没来得及告诉他想下来时要怎么做呢。”

“把这个人押入大牢！”国王气冲冲地说，“现在就叫刽子手来！”





就在此时，维齐来了。

“刽子手到了，在等山鲁佐德呢。”他说。






第六章


爱情与信任

“维齐，”山鲁亚尔说，“我还想听听神奇的黑木马后来如何了。跟刽子手说‘明天’。”

那天夜里，敦尼娅佐德和山鲁亚尔在旁听着，山鲁佐德继续讲起了她的故事：





菲鲁兹王子骑着木马飞在天上，他很想下来。但当他把马的左耳向后扳动时，马就会往高处飞；当他把左耳向前扳动时，马就会在夜空中飞速前行。

后来，他学会了更多的操作方法。当他把马的右耳向后扳动时，马就会在天空中快速后退；当他把马的右耳向前扳动时，马就会降落。

菲鲁兹王子将马从空中降回地面时，已是夜里了。他来到了哪个国家？他也不知道。他降落在一座宏伟的宫殿上，下了马，走下几级台阶。他走进了一个很大的房间。床上躺着一位美丽的公主，她是孟加拉国王的女儿。她睁开双眼，坐了起来。菲鲁兹坐在她身边，给她讲了自己的故事。

那天夜里，菲鲁兹和公主坠入了爱河。

“你愿意跟我一同飞回波斯吗？”他问。

“愿意。”她答道。

第二天一早，他们骑上木马飞往波斯。

菲鲁兹把公主和木马安置在乡下一座小宫殿里。

“在这儿等一下。我必须先去禀告父亲你的事，然后我才能带你去见他。”

于是，菲鲁兹去见他的父亲。萨布尔国王见到他非常高兴。“传令到牢里去，”他对随从下令，“那个印度人可以走了。”

但印度老头听说了菲鲁兹王子和孟加拉公主的事，便来到了乡下那座宫殿内。

“我是菲鲁兹王子派来的。”他告诉公主，“现在我们必须骑着木马飞往萨布尔国王的王宫。”

公主高兴地跟随印度人上了木马。但他们却飞到了克什米尔，因为那里的国王想要娶一个妻子。“也许我把这个女人送给克什米尔国王，就能得到很多钱了！”老头心想。

木马在国王的王宫附近降落，印度人和公主下了马。

“救命啊！”她立即大叫道。

克什米尔国王骑着一匹白马赶到了。他正在和朋友们狩猎，而印度人并不认识他。

“你是谁？”国王问，“这个女人又是谁？”

“我是一个来自印度的老人，她是我年轻的妻子。”印度人答道。

“胡说。”公主大声说道，她很快就把事情的来龙去脉都告诉了国王。

“好啊。”国王说着立刻用刀砍掉了印度老头的脑袋。

然后他把公主和木马都带回了王宫。

“嫁给我吧！”他们一到那儿，他就大声说道。

公主还能怎么做呢？她开始又哭又笑，说一些疯话。

“她疯了！”克什米尔国王想，“我不能娶一个疯女人。我得找人治好她。”

很多医生都来给公主开了药，但她依旧是疯疯癫癫的。

在波斯，菲鲁兹王子听说了孟加拉公主发疯的消息，并得知她的黑木马也在克什米尔的王宫里。他立刻穿上医生的衣服赶到那里。

“我是一名波斯医生。我能治好公主。”他对国王说，“把她带到这儿来。还有，那匹黑木马令她发疯，所以我也需要它。”

“当然可以了，医生。”国王说道。他的随从便把公主和马都带到了医生跟前。

随后波斯王子悄悄地告诉公主：“是我，菲鲁兹，穿着这身医生的行头。相信我。”

“我相信。”她悄悄地答道。

突然，王子把她抱起来，骑上木马，快速地向波斯飞去。一到那里，他们就结了婚，并幸福地生活了很多年，还育有很多子女。





山鲁佐德给山鲁亚尔国王讲了一千零一夜的故事——有阿拉丁、阿里巴巴、水手辛巴达以及很多其他的故事。而且在此期间，山鲁佐德和山鲁亚尔生了三个儿子。

一天早上，山鲁佐德把他们带到国王面前说道：“我再也没故事可讲了。请不要杀我。真的，我对咱们儿子的爱远超过任何母亲。饶恕我吧，我的丈夫。”

“我很高兴饶恕你！”山鲁亚尔说，“因为你是一个好母亲和好妻子，也是一个讲故事的高手——还因为我爱你并且信任你，山鲁佐德。你的良方起作用了：我不再恨女人了！我可以原谅她们。为此我很感谢你。”

后来，山鲁亚尔把这个好消息告诉了他的维齐，也就是山鲁佐德的父亲，而维齐也高兴地告诉了全国人民。

沙赫扎曼听说了这个消息，他立刻前来拜访自己的哥哥。他在这次来访期间遇见了山鲁佐德的妹妹敦尼娅佐德，并在这之后很快就娶了她。

于是，山鲁亚尔和山鲁佐德，还有沙赫扎曼和敦尼娅佐德，一起幸福地生活了很多年。而且他们还有了许多高大的儿子和美丽的女儿。
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