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丛书序



SAT，又称学术能力评估测试，是1901年以来美国普遍使用的大学入学考试，也是国际学生申请美国本科必须参加的考试之一。经过多年不断地修改和完善，目前的SAT版本不仅测试考生的知识水平，而且注重考查他们运用知识和独立思考的能力。

考生要在SAT考试中取得高分并不容易，对母语不是英语的中国学生来说尤其如此，所以平时持之以恒的努力和考前全力以赴的冲刺都是必要的。为了提高考生平时练习的效率，有目标地进行考前突击复习，我们特意编写了这套美国名校入学考试指导系列。

在编写过程中，常春藤100教育的资深顾问团队将其多年丰富的入学申请成就和咨询经验进行了总结，同时，SAT教学专家仔细研究了历年的SAT考题，并收集了大量美国历史、文化、新闻及教育方面的素材，以求我们的这套书更贴近真题，更有指导性、针对性和时代性。

这套丛书包括：

• SAT数学宝典

• 美国大学入学申请文章写作及例文欣赏

• SAT词汇宝典

• SAT作文：你也可以拿满分

• SAT阅读分析及训练

• SAT语法攻略

其内容包揽了常春藤100 教育10年来对美国著名大学录取标准的分析，东西方教育体制的比较，以及指导考生成功进入美国名校的经验和个案。在英语和数学方面，这套丛书从词汇、语法、阅读、写作，到几何、代数、统计、概率以及基础数论的计算和分析都做了详尽地解释和深刻地剖析，并给予考生以学习方法上的指导和考试技巧上的提示。此外，该丛书还收入了大量由常春藤100教育SAT专家撰写的相关练习和仿真限时考题。

在使用这套丛书的过程中，考生对SAT会从知之甚少到驾轻就熟，从茫然不知所措到坦然从容应对。本套丛书帮助考生丰富科学知识、接触美国文化、提高英语技能、熟悉考试模式、充分认识自我、增强应试能力。

从准备参加SAT考试，到如愿以偿进入理想的美国大学，是一个短至数月，长至几年的过程。这个过程犹如在崎岖不平的小道上攀登，是对毅力的磨练和恒心的考验。对正处于个性形成期的中学生而言，这个过程对他们将来的人生轨迹和成功有着重要的作用。SAT是一项有相当难度的考试，考生在准备考试的过程中，需有坚强的毅力克服重重困难，需有持久的恒心面对种种挑战。从这个意义上来说，准备SAT考试就是为将来锲而不舍勇往直前的人生铺路，以达到自信自强的目的。

参加SAT考试，进入理想的美国大学，需要考生的勤奋和努力，也需要家长的支持和培育。家长希望孩子受到良好的教育，更希望孩子敢于面对挫折，经得住生活的考验，有百折不挠的精神。当孩子复习考试遇到困难时，理解并帮助会给孩子温暖，鼓励并鞭策会给孩子动力。敢于参加SAT考试并为之付出努力本身就是积极向上的态度和行动。不管结果如何，通过这一过程，孩子会逐渐积累知识，培养毅力。这是不可多得的经历，是现代教育的理念，也是考生家长的期盼。

SAT不仅寄托着家长的希望，更孕育着考生的成功！
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Chapter 1






Introduction and Analyses



本章介绍了SAT阅读部分，对如何完句填空、阅读文章、回答问题及选择答案作了详尽的分析和解释。




A．About the SAT Test



Formerly known as The Scholastic Aptitude Test or The Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT), the SAT is now commonly known as The SAT Reasoning Test. It is a standardized test for college admissions in the United States. Introduced in 1901, it has changed several times in its scoring system and name. The current test, updated in 2005, takes three hours and forty-five minutes. Possible scores range from 600 to 2400, combining test results from three 800-point sections (math, critical reading, and writing).




B．About the SAT Critical Reading Section



As an important skill not only essential to college success, but also difficult to command, critical reading can never be overemphasized. It is one of the three major parts in the SAT test, making up of three scored sections, two 25-minute sections and one 20-minute section. This part asks multiple choice questions, each with five answers. The questions are weighted equally. For each correct answer, one raw point is added. For each incorrect answer one-fourth of a point is deducted. Questions usually go in the order of the difficulty of the passage, and the number of questions about each passage is proportional to the length of the passage. Overall, questions set towards the beginning of this part are easier, and questions set towards the end are harder. This may not always be true, but it is the rule of thumb in the SAT test.

The SAT Critical Reading includes sentence completions and questions about short and long passages. In the sentence completion part, there are several incomplete sentences with one or two blanks. From the five given answers, you are required to complete each sentence with the best choice. A good foundation in syntax and a rich vocabulary will greatly facilitate the completion of these sentences. In the passage part, there are short and long passages, each followed by a few questions. In terms of vocabulary, it is not as intense as the sentence completion part, but the questions may also test your understanding of certain words in the passages and your interpretation of the meaning of the complex sentences. Since some passages may be as long as over 800 words and reading them takes a considerable of time, skimming and scanning skills are crucial for the successful performance in this part. Now let's take a look at sentence completion and questions about passages separately.




a．Sentence Completion



The sentence-completion part is a measurement of your vocabulary and ability to identify the logical relationships between words and sentences. You are required to demonstrate your understanding of a large vocabulary extending far beyond everyday English. Moreover, you should be able to employ the second, third, or even the four sense of a word, which is often neglected by careless readers. In addition, you must have the ability to use the grammar knowledge, analyze the sentence structure and perceive the logic development of complicated sentences. Therefore, you should read each sentence very carefully because every word or part of the sentence is there for a reason. Only in this way can you select one or two words that best complete a given sentence.

About one-blank and two-blank sentences, some students may think the former are easier to complete than the latter. It might be true in some cases, but generally speaking, two-blank sentences give more clues and turn out to be less challenging. For one thing, in one-blank sentences, you need to know all the five choices, or your guessing is just hit-or-miss, while in two-blank sentences there are ten words given and there is bound to be some less difficult words. When you complete two-blank sentences, take one-blank at a time, whichever is easier for you and whichever you have more information for. If you identify one word doesn't fit into the sentence, you can dismiss both of the words in that choice. For another, two-blank sentences are normally longer than one-blank ones. Consequently, from the context there are more clues which in turn help you spot the best choice. Logically the two words in one choice can either reinforce each other or contradict with each other. The setback is that the logic development in long sentences may not be straightforward and it may take longer time to figure out.

In sentence completion part, try to fill in the blanks with your own words first, so that when you are looking at the answer choices, you are basically looking for something that you are already thinking about. If you can't find the word that you are looking for, you should aggressively get rid of bad answer choices, the ones that are obviously wrong. I would suggest if you can get rid of at least one or two incorrect answer choices, you should take a guess and move on to the next question. Also, when you read the sentences through, you should pick up on words like although, rather
 or however
 ; words that are going to shift the logic of the sentence usually set up some kind of contrast. The following are the examples of one-blank and two-blank sentences.



One-blank Sentences




Example 1



The military coup is planning a______scheme to overthrow and replace the incumbent government.




A．subversive






B．eclectic






C．cacophonous






D．defunct






E．impromptu




• First and foremost, you need to know the meanings and, better still, the parts of speech of these five choices. Before you try to make your choice, look at the sentence to have the general idea and get as many clues as possible from the words and structure given. Then come up with a word of your own. Here is one approach you may employ to tackle this sentence: When you plan something, it can't be E (impromptu
 ). It can't be D (defunct
 ) either unless it is proven by the fact. Choice C (caco
 
phon

 ous
 ) is about sound, noise or voice while Choice B (eclectic
 ) is about components/elements from different sources. Besides, the words overthrow
 and replace
 imply what kind of scheme is being planned. The answer is A (subversive
 ).






Example 2



There are general______against the president after the company suffered financial losses on the market.




A．obituaries






B．epitaphs






C．obloquies






D．epitomes






E．equinoxes




• From the incomplete sentence, we can know that the missing word is a noun with a derogatory sense, similar to blame, reproach
 , or reprimand
 in meaning. Of all the five choices, only Choice C is close to these words in meaning, and it is the right choice. Of course, unless you are familiar with these five SAT words, it is quite hard for you to get the right answer.



Two-blank Sentences




Example 3



After attending his lectures and listening to his______speeches, Susan decided to change her preconceived notion that he was______and hard to fathom.




A．incomprehensible … ambiguous






B．equivocal … misleading






C．garrulous … loquacious






D．laconic … succinct






E．voluble … iniquitous




• In the previous example, you need to take two blanks into consideration. Apart from the meaning of the sentence, you have to think about its logic. The words change
 and preconceived
 indicate that the word in the second blank is contrary to that in the first in meaning. To make things even clearer, the phrase hard to fathom
 implies that the word for the second blank has some negative meaning. Only Choice E has two words with totally different meanings, so it is the right answer.






Example 4



His book on the history of this topic is admittedly conventional or even______; nonetheless, it is______work that covers a considerable amount of ground.




A．exclusive … an inclusive






B．meticulous … a comprehensible






C．rapacious … an analogous






D．dubious … a comprehensive






E．contingent … an indisputable




• Here are the three steps to analyze the above sentence.

i．The word even
 implies that the word for the first blank goes down further in meaning from the neutral word conventional
 , so it should be a negative word and, like conventional,
 about quality.

ii．The word nonetheless
 goes to the opposite and switches from the negative to positive direction. Therefore, the second blank must have a positive word about quantity related to amount
 .

iii．The words for both blanks should be qualified to modify book/work
 . In other words, they should form the right collocations with book/work
 .

Of all the five choices, only Choice D matches the analysis.





The four preceding sentences are presented to show that vocabulary plays a key role in correctly completing sentences with blanks in the SAT. If you know none of the words in the choices, you are at the mercy of guessing. Nevertheless, finding clues from the words and structure given is equally important. If you know the logic development of the ideas and what the writer/author of the sentence wants to say, the chances of making the right choice are high.




b．Passage-based questions



In the passage part, topics may vary from social sciences, humanities to natural sciences and personal narratives. Quite often you are required to compare two related passages of opposing views on one topic. The length of the passages chosen ranges from 100 words to 850 words. In addition to vocabulary, this part tests your ability to skim, scan, analyze, synthesize, and summarize the information in a passage. You should also be able to make inferences by perceiving the author's tone, diction, attitude, and purpose. Though challenging or even formidable for many high school students, the SAT Critical Reading is not at all impenetrable or inscrutable. Let us start with passages.



What kinds of prose are chosen in the SAT critical reading section?



Even though the passages in the SAT critical reading section cover a great variety of topics, they generally fall into three categories: narratives (to tell), arguments (to persuade) and exposition (to explain). When you skim a passage, ask yourself what the purpose of the passage is: Is it to tell a story with a conflict, to persuade you to accept an opinion, or to analyze a concept with facts?

Narratives center upon conflicts which present problems for protagonists to solve. This kind of prose usually starts with the introduction of a conflict followed by the conflict development before it is solved. When you read, pay special attention to when, where, who, what and how. But don't go too much into detail at the first reading, or you may waste time on the details that are irrelevant to any of the questions.

Unlike narratives, argumentative prose focuses on a thesis. It tries to persuade readers to believe in the author's argument. When you read an argumentative passage, it is equally important to understand what the author argues for as well as what he/she argues against. Remember to answer questions based on the author's arguments and logic, not what you think is right or wrong.

Different from the two categories above, expository prose is meant to provide readers with factual information. It is written in the third person from a neutral point of view and without emotion, so it is objective supported by what has happened or what exists. Important information is obtained from causes and effects which explain what brings out the final result.



What types of questions are asked in the SAT critical reading section?



Reading passages is only part of the critical reading process. To gauge your comprehension, different types of questions are asked in the SAT. How these questions are answered directly affects your score for this part and your overall score. You may find the critical reading part more time-consuming, more challenging and harder to excel in than any other parts in the test, but once you know what to expect, answering these questions becomes much easier.

First, unlike classroom questions from your teachers, these questions are objective, namely, they have answers every good English teacher will agree upon and the answers are cut-and-dried. As you work on this part, there is no need to stretch beyond the passage or combine your personal experience with the information presented. All you are required to do is to focus on what is conveyed or implied in the reading materials.

Second, though of large quantity and great variety, the SAT passage-based reading questions can be classified into questions of purpose, central idea and general structure
 . From a different perspective, they can also be divided into literal, inferential and analytical questions,
 which overlap with the previous classification, i.e., all the questions of purpose, general idea, and structure can be literal, inferential or analytical. Literal questions are usually easier. They are about the information directly presented in the passage. Sometimes they can be about the meaning of a certain word or phrase in the passage, or about a pronoun and its antecedent or reference. Answers to inferential questions are harder to get. You are to make inferences or draw certain conclusions based on a sentence and/or the context around it. With analytical questions, you have to analyze, synthesize or summarize, quite often, the whole text to get the right answer.

The following are a few examples of the SAT critical reading questions:






Example 1



The primary purpose of the passage is to______.


• This question of purpose is inferential or analytical. You can't get the right answer by reading only one phrase or one sentence. You need to read the whole passage, and analyze it to make inferences or draw conclusions.






Example 2



In line 9, "pine" most nearly means______.


• This is a literal question regarding a word. It may test your understanding of its second, third, or even fourth sense. To identify which sense is used, you need to comprehend the context in which this word is used. The word pine
 usually means a coniferous tree, but do you know it is also a verb, meaning to long painfully, to yearn deeply? From the context, you must judge which meaning is employed here.






Example 3



The "paradox" in line 34 and 43 refers to______.


• This is another literal question concerning a word, but it asks for its reference. To answer this kind of question, you need to go back to the sentences before or read the sentences after this word to find the reference.






Example 4



The author's strategy in the first paragraph of Passage 1 is best described as one that uses______.


• This question is about the author's style or tone. Only by analyzing the first paragraph of Passage 1 can you be sure which answer to choose.






Example 5



The author would most probably agree that______.


• The answer to the question is not explicitly expressed, but implied in the reading material, so you must get the general attitude of the author in the reading material to understand the implication and make inferences.





While most reading comprehension questions are straightforward, some questions can be tricky with negative words. Be aware of these small but critical words. Here are two examples.






Example 6



The narrator mentions all of the following as problems EXCEPT______.







Example 7



Which of the following arguments will the author disagree with?


• In this kind of questions, pay special attention to the negative words EXCEPT, DISAGREE, or sometimes NOT. Bear these negative words in mind when you make choices. Find the answer that is NOT mentioned, supported, or is contrary to the author's opinion, attitude, etc.





When you read passages in the SAT test, you should read quickly, especially in the first skimming. When you answer the question, however, I would suggest that you take your time. It doesn't mean that you take no notice of time, but that you need to understand what the question asks about and where to find the right answer. Many students read extremely slowly at first reading, and then rush through the questions with many wrong answers. Some don't read the question carefully, and they are likely to miss words like except, the least
 or not.
 In other words, the answer choice is going to be what is not mentioned or what contradicts the content of the passage. Therefore, reading the question carefully is really important. Don't spend too much time reading the passage. Instead, spend more of your time locating the right answer and answering the question. Remember: you don't get points for reading the passage; you only get points for successfully answering questions.

I believe the preceding elaborate explanations have given you some ideas about the SAT critical reading section. It is challenging, and you can't expect yourself to make great progress in this area overnight, but with assiduous work and commitment, you are sure to overcome the difficulty and succeed in what you are striving for.




Chapter 2






Preparation



为了考出好成绩，务必要有充分的准备。这一章从词汇、语法、阅读技巧等方面给考生建议和忠告，为他们在备考过程中助一臂之力。





As the proverb says opportunities only favor those who are prepared, your success lies in your persistence and perseverance in getting yourself ready for challenges ahead. The SAT is not a test you can excel without effort. If, by any chance, you breeze through it, the chances are that other students can do it well too.

As the SAT is a norm-referenced test—Norm-referenced tests (NRTs) compare a person's score against the scores of a group of people who have already taken the same exam, your performance in the test is compared with those of the other test-takers, most of whom are native speakers of the English language in the United States. The critical reading part is difficult for American high school students, let alone for our Chinese students to whom English is a second or foreign language. To get 95 percentile in the SAT (2000 or higher out of 2400), you must do all you can to improve your reading skill and comprehension. You must read all the time to enlarge your vocabulary and consolidate your grammar knowledge.




A．Build Up Vocabulary Bank



The SAT critical reading section questions the student's understanding of the vocabulary, content and style of specific reading passages. This section is the most time demanding, with some passages taking up to 15 minutes. Vocabulary plays a key role in both sentence completion and passage comprehension, so it is necessary to boost your knowledge of SAT-level words.




a．Make use of contexts



One way to improve your vocabulary is reading. By reading a great deal, you will encounter new and valuable words. You will learn the meanings of many of these words in context by perceiving a clear connection between a new word and the words that surround it.

Here are two examples:






Example 1


… In this program, the students have hardly learned more than what they could pick up from their hobbies during out-of-school hours, so it is no exaggeration to say that this program is palpably a farce
 …


What does the word
 
palpably

 mean in the context?




A．apparently






B．probably






C．remarkably






D．disruptively






E．consistently




• From the context, it is obvious that the program is not successful. Besides, the word farce
 (foolish show) further confirms the meaning of the first part of the sentence. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.






Example 2


… the researchers become convinced not only that such patients cannot endure any praise or appreciation but that they react inversely to the progress of the treatment.



The word
 
inversely

 most probably means______




A．inadvertently






B．poorly-versed






C．the opposite way






D．deliberately






E．conscientiously




• In the context, the conjunction not only … but also
 shows that the second part of the sentence furthers the concept of the first part. Praise
 and progress
 are both positive words. Therefore, it is safe to say that if such patients react poorly to praise, they don't accept progress in the normal way. Instead, they react to progress negatively. Choice C is correct.




b．Find new words' relatives



Once you are a junior or senior, or even just a sophomore, you have already had a fairly large English vocabulary bank. Therefore, mostly probably many new words are not totally new to you. You will know their "relatives" either in meaning, spelling, pronunciation, formation, or usage.

Look at the following examples:

Match the word in CAPITAL with one of the five words listed:






Example 3



Perennial




A．perfect






B．noticeable






C．unceasing






D．superlative






E．figurative




• You may already know the words permanent
 and annual
 . They are perennial's
 relative in word formation and meaning. If you put these two words together, you can get perennial
 which means all-year-round, or continuing. Continuing
 is a relative of perennial
 in meaning. Which of the five words means continuing or non-stopping? Obviously unceasing
 is the right choice. In this way, you learn the word faster and retain it for a longer time.






Example 4



Embellish




A．embezzle






B．employ






C．enumerate






D．accentuate






E．adorn




• The words embellish
 (beautify) and embezzle
 (use fraudulently) are very similar in spelling. Identify the distracter and avoid the trap. Instead, make use of their spellings to tell them apart in meaning. Choice C enumerate
 reminds us of numbers while Choice D accentuate
 has something to do with accent or stress. If you look up embezzle
 and employ
 in a dictionary, you'll find they have nothing to do with each other in meaning. Now you can associate embellish
 with adorn
 . They are relatives in meaning.





Quite often words of the same root are similar in meaning. These words are relatives in both meaning and spelling. Have a look at the following group of words:






Example 5



Imaginary, imaginative, imaginable


• These three adjectives are all derived from imagine
 and all have something to do with imagination
 , but, due to their different suffixes, there are some differences in their meanings and in their usage. Check a good dictionary to see the differences.However, some words may share the same root, but are totally irrelative in meaning. These words are relatives in spelling, but not in meaning, so don't be misled by how similar they look.






Example 6



official
 (formal), officious
 (nosy);


phone
 (call, telephone), phony
 (not genuine, counterfeit);


different
 (not the same), indifferent
 (apathetic);


restful
 (peaceful), restive
 (impatient, stubborn);


interested
 (showing interest), disinterested
 (unbiased)





There are more of such pairs, but only five are listed to show that it can be wrong to guess the meaning of a word simply by its spelling.




c．Set up word webs



With unknown words, you may set up word webs, associating new words with other words new or familiar to you in spelling, meaning (similar or opposite) and usage. For instance,





Censure
 is an SAT word. In meaning, you may associate it with chide, castigate, chastise
 ; in meaning and spelling, censor
 and censorious
 can be easily connected with it. Censure, census
 , and consensus
 look quite similar and they can be confusing. Why don't you put them together to see how different they are and in what way? Once you know which means what, you can further expand the web to include demography, consent
 , etc. Learning a word in relation with other words is much easier than memorizing it in isolation. To put it in another way, setting word webs shortens the familiarization process.




d．Remember prefixes, suffixes and roots



With the exception of singular syllable words, many English words consist of a root, a suffix and/or a prefix. A root normally gives you the basic meaning of a word while a suffix may change its parts of speech and a prefix may change its meaning. For instance, the words cacophonous
 and prescription
 may look difficult for you, but if you divide them into three parts, you'll find them much easier to understand and remember:






Example 7




phone

 (n. v.)
 (sound, telephone, call)



caco

 phony (n.)
 (inharmonious sound)


cacophon
 
ous

 (a.)
 (having inharmonious/discordant sound)






Example 8




scribe

 (v.)
 (write)



pre

 scribe (v.)
 (write the direction before a treatment is applied)


prescri
 
ption

 (n.)
 (a direction from a doctor for the use of a medicine)





Sometimes, however, words with negative prefixes do not necessarily have negative meanings.






Example 9



passionate
 (having intense emotion), impassionate
 (filled with passion)


flammable
 (combustible), inflammable
 (flammable)





Though both impassionate
 and inflammable
 have the negative prefixes im
 -and in
 -, they are synonyms to passionate
 and flammable
 respectively. These are just two exceptions to the general rule of negative prefixes.

Remembering English prefixes, suffixes and roots may not solve all your vocabulary problems, it is, nonetheless, one of the useful ways to help you learn and memorize new words.




e．Cramming and rote-learning



While often considered classic and negative, cramming and rote-learning are becoming more and more common among students who would like to augment their vocabulary within a few months or only a few weeks. These ways have proved to be very effective, especially in memorizing new words.

By cramming, I suggest that you go over an SAT glossary, learn 20 to 30 words a day. Towards the end of a week, review all the words, including the sentences in which they appear. To make cramming more meaningful, you may write down all the new words you come across in a text, memorize the text. In this way not only do you get to know the new words, but also how they are used in the context.

Rote-learning sounds simplistic and childish, but if you read aloud new words several times, better still, if you use your index finger to write the word in the air or on the desk at the same time, you are making use of several of your senses (mouth, ears, eyes, finger) which enforce each other to help you learn new words through different channels.

Learning new words, especially when you try to learn many new words within a short period of time, is a constant battle against oblivion. It is said that it takes at least four or five times to encounter a new word before it stays in your memory. Given the fact that learning new words is a time-consuming process, it is better to start now and be persistent and consistent.




B．Consolidate Grammar Knowledge



In linguistics, grammar is a set of structural rules that govern the composition of sentences, phrases, and words in any given natural language. Without proper grammar knowledge, it is almost impossible to have reading comprehension; without advanced grammar knowledge, it is hard to understand long and complex sentences. In the SAT critical reading section, many of the sentences and passages are formal and academically related, thus more complex in their structures and meanings. You must follow the grammar rules in the texts to understand what the authors are driving at. The following are a few suggestions to help you improve reading comprehension with your grammar knowledge.




a．Find the main subject and verb



Sentences with several clauses may look long and intimidating, but don't panic. No matter how long or how complicated a sentence is, you will find it easy to understand if you peel off its nonessential parts and find its main subject and verb.

Here are some examples:






Example 1





• This coordinate sentence has two clauses joined by but
 .

In the first clause, there are the subject, verb and the object plus a if
 conditional clause.

In the second clause, there are the subject, verb and the object plus a past participle phrase in which there is an attributive clause introduced by where
 .

Therefore, the skeleton of this sentence is like this:


… quantity … may have … impact if … ,
 
but

 … amount … can have … impact pumped … where …







Example 2



At last, however, as he approached a humble cabin, his eyes
 
brightened

 , for he read (in the heart of the woman who saw him coming) that she had taken pity on his forlorn condition and that her hospitality would overcome the dread his appearance caused.


• In the above sentence, there are only three words in its main clause: his eyes
 
brightened

 .



As … cabin
 is a time clause;


for … caused
 is a clause of reason;

in for …
 clause, the verb read
 is followed by two that
 clauses as objects:


… for he read … that she had taken pity on his forlorn condition and that her hospitality would overcome the dread his appearance caused


About for
 : It is usually used as a preposition: I bought a book
 
for

 you.
 However, in this sentence, it is used as a conjunction, similar to because, as, since
 , but it is weaker. When for
 is used as a conjunction, it can never be used at the beginning of a sentence.

The prepositional phrase in brackets shows where: (in the heart of the woman
 
who saw him coming

 ).
 In this phrase, there is an adjective clause who … coming
 , modifying the woman.


In the second that
 object clause, there is also an attributive clause his appearance caused
 , modifying the dread
 .

To make this long sentence easy to understand, look at its basic structure:


… , as … , … eyes brightened, for … in … who … that … and that …






Having said that, it doesn't mean that structure alone will solve all the problems in reading comprehension. In the above two examples, you can't have a thorough understanding unless you know the meaning of the words impact, pump, disperse, approach, forlorn, hospitality
 , etc.




b．Don't take negative words at surface value



Generally speaking, negative words have negative meaning, but in some structures there may be a twist in their meaning.






Example 3



The world's oceans and rivers have
 
never

 been under
 
more

 pressure from pollution.


• You may think that this sentence is a negative sentence, but lo and behold, it means:

The world's oceans and rivers are under more pressure from pollution than they were anytime before.

In other words, the world's oceans and rivers are under unprecedented pressure from pollution.





In English, the structure … never/not … more/less
 (comparative degree) … is comparative in form, but superlative in meaning.






Example 4



A：The stock market is fluctuating a lot these days.



B：I can't care less.



A：I know. You've invested nothing there.


• In the above dialogue, what B actually means is that he/she cares about the stock market the least, or he/she doesn't care about it at all.






Example 5



I have never been happier.


• The meaning of example 5 is Now I'm the happiest of all my life.
 Or I'm very happy now.






Another similar structure is … never … enough/too …
 It means … the more … the more …







Example 6



You can
 
never

 be
 
too

 careful when you drive.


• This sentence means the more
 careful you are, the safer
 you will be.






Example 7



A woman can
 
never

 have
 
enough

 hats and a man can
 
never

 have
 
enough

 ties.


• Here is the meaning: The more hats a woman has, the better; the more ties a man has, the better.




c．Catch content words and transitional words



In the SAT critical reading, some passages can be as long as over 800 words. Time is a critical issue. When you read a passage, especially for the first time, you don't have time to look at every word carefully. Instead, use your grammar knowledge to catch content words and transitional words. Only when a sentence or a part of a paragraph is related to a question should you read every word in it carefully to get the inferences or implications.

Content words are the nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, etc. These words tell you who does what, what happens when and where, or how something is done, etc. For example, when you read the following, instead of reading every word, you should quickly catch the words in bold to get the gist:






Example 8




Obesity

 is a
 
growing problem

 around the world, and has
 
tripled

 since 1980 in some areas of
 
N

 orth
 
America

 , the
 
U

 nited
 
K

 ingdom,
 
Australasia

 and
 
China

 .







Example 9




Early attempts

 at making and using
 
internal combustion engines

 were
 
hampered

 by the
 
lack

 of
 
suitable fuels

 , particularly liquids.






Transitional words can be connectors like however, nonetheless, therefore, in the end, as a result, on the contrary, on the other hand,
 etc. These words are not part of a sentence, so they are often separated from the rest of a sentence by a comma. Besides, transitional words can also be conjunctions like but, so, because, while, though
 , or prepositional phrases such as in spite of.
 These words belong to a sentence, so they can't stand alone.

Transitional words will help you to discover logical connections in a reading passage. Catching these transitional words will help you to get a better understanding of the reading material.






Example 10




While

 it is true that many poets of the 1840's were still closely bound to the romantic tradition, their work was
 
nevertheless

 developing, surmounting its romantic beginnings and striving toward more objective narration and the new possibilities of revealing the lyric "I" in poetry.







Example 11




Even though

 suffering from a shortage of manpower, the company refused to hire more employees,
 
since

 many university graduates are not up to its expectations.






If you can pay special attention to both content words and transitional words and skip functional words, you can speed up without sacrificing reading comprehension.




d．Take sentences of inverted word order in stride



Quite often, for emphasis purposes, there are sentence in which the verb or part of the verb is in front of the subject. If you are puzzled by this kind of the sentence, rewrite it mentally in regular word order before trying to understand its meaning.






Example 12



Seldom did they have the chance to see the Governor in person.


• The above sentence means: They seldom had the chance to see the Governor in person.






Example 13



So hungry were the boys that they ate everything in sight.


• Written in regular word order, the sentence is: The boys were so hungry that they ate everything in sight.






Example 14



Should you have any questions about inverted word order, check a grammar book for more explanations.


• If you should have any questions about inverted word order, check a grammar book for more explanations.





The SAT doesn't test your grammar knowledge per se, but in its critical reading and writing sections, and in its essay writing part, your grammar knowledge and your ability to use it will play an important role in your performance.




C．Read, Read, Read



Read all the time. Reading is the best way to prepare not only for the SAT critical reading section, but for the writing part as well. The more you read, the faster you can process the information and the better you can write. You will benefit from reading in both language and knowledge.

The SAT usually uses passages from novels and texts that are on high school reading lists in North America. Quite often excerpts from science journals and famous speeches are chosen. You may argue that you don't have North American high school curriculum and you don't know what the students read there. Well, on the Internet, you can find almost anything from Abraham Lincoln's speeches to stem cell research. So long as you keep on reading in English, you will develop a strong sense of the language and be better at it later.




a．Be positive and persistent



When you prepare to read, if you psych yourself out right off the bat by hinting yourself that you are going to suffer, then you are sure to fail. If you expect the reading process to be boring and pointless, you won't look for interesting aspects or rewarding experience.

On the other hand, if you are positive and always assume that there is something interesting to gain from everything you read, your attitude will profoundly change the way you read. Instead of simply following the lifeless printed words, you read for a purpose and for information. Then you are an active reader.

Developing a good reading habit is not something you can achieve at one stroke. It requires persistence over a period of time. Some students are passionate about reading, but their enthusiasm vanishes as they find excuses to avoid it. If you are one of them, remember to be persistent. Whatever you do in daily life affects your personality. If you keep dropping small reading tasks because of small obstacles, you will end up dropping bigger goals because of even smaller obstacles. Persistence is going against obstacles and negative emotions and accomplishing a task under any conditions. It is an acquired skill and not some kind of gift. By training yourself to be persistent, you will become a persistent person.

Here are a few guidelines to help you become persistent:

• hold on even if you feel like quitting;

• keep your goal in sight and visualize your reward;

• be persistent even when doing small reading tasks; this quality will reflect in your character when you face bigger challenges later;

• be confident that you will reach your goals.

Many students have told me that they want to take the SAT, but they don't enjoy reading. If you feel the same way, you are not alone. Reading, especially reading academic materials, requires painstaking effort. It is like climbing a mountain, fun and exciting at the beginning, but gradually some climbers start to give up due to the long process and the strenuous work. Be positive and persistent! Only those who are determined and devoted can reach the top.

Here is one aphorism of Harvard University: Pain of study is temporary, has not learned, the pain is life-long. Please enjoy the unavoidable suffering.




b．Learn to guess



When you read, you may come across new words. It is a good idea to use dictionaries, but it spoils the reading activity if you stop to use a dictionary every time you have a new word. In the real test, you are not allowed to use a dictionary, or you have no time to do so. What should you do then? Learn to guess!

In each SAT test, there are about 20 sentence completion questions. Their focus is on verbal inference skills: namely, to test your ability to figure out the meaning and usage of unfamiliar words in a sentence.






Example 1



Despite his getbasg, he is terzg working hard to accumulate his fortune regardless of the zdfasdf from his parents.


• Here 
getbasg

 ,
 
terzg

 , and 
zdfasdf

 are gibberish words, replacing new words you may have in a text.

What part of speech are they?



getbasg

 is a noun following his
 , and it's related to fortune
 ;


terzg
 is an adverb, modifying working hard
 and logically it confirms despite
 ;


zdfasdf
 is also a noun. Since it is after regardless of
 , it means something against the main verb/clause.

What could they possible mean?


Getbasg
 : wealth,


Terzg
 : still,


Zdfasdf
 : objection or opposition.





By guessing the part of speech and the meaning of the new words, you can roughly get the general idea of the sentence and the logic connection within it. You don't have to be precise and exact, since nobody asks you to translate the sentence into Chinese. Later, you can look up the words in a dictionary and add them to your vocabulary list.




c．Learn to skim and scan



In the SAT test, you are reading to answer questions, and you are under time constraints. You are tested not on how you read, but on how you can quickly get the information to answer the questions. With that purpose in mind, you should employ skimming and scanning techniques. They help you to read the passages and locate specific information faster.

When you start a passage, remember to skim first. It is done at a speed three to four times faster than normal reading. Read very quickly to get the gist, the main idea or the purpose. Don't read word by word. Read in chunks and try to look at the content words (verbs, nouns, adjectives, etc.) and signal/transitional words. Sometimes the first and the last few lines of a paragraph are more important than the others. If you are lost or confused, stop and skim again.

Next, go over the questions and answer those you are sure about after the first skimming. Then, scan to find specific information for the rest of the questions. Different from skimming, Scanning involves moving your eyes quickly on the page seeking specific words and phrases. It requires you to go to a certain sentence or paragraph related to a question to find the answer. You are hopping around in the passage instead of going over it from the beginning to the end.

After finishing making all the choices, check the answer key and find out what mistakes you have made. Read again and ask why you made these mistakes. Is it due to new words, grammar, or carelessness? Remembering why you made these mistakes will help you avoid repeating the same mistakes later.




Chapter 3






Tactics and Strategies



SAT考试中几个小时的表现取决于考前的准备和考时的临场发挥。考生阅读战术与战略这一章并按其要领去做，会在考前尽可能地充分准备，考时最大限度地临场发挥，考出最佳成绩。




A．Before the Test






a．Have a feasible study plan



To many students, the word test
 is intimidating. If your nerves often get the better of you at the mere thought of tests, or if you don't know how to prioritize what you should do in your daily life, you'd better write a concrete study plan and be committed to it. This personalized plan, which can be as detailed as a daily schedule or a weekly planner, will give you a good start to better time management. Then you will feel less nervous and more confident when the test date draws near.




b．Memorize new words every day



Frankly speaking, memorizing new words is a tedious and cumulative process. However, when you recall it some time later, you will also find it a rewarding experience, because the words you are learning now will save your time and benefit your study and work in the future.

If you put your mind to it, it is usually possible to memorize 100—200 words per day on the first 1—2 days, but it will become harder to make sure not only that those first 100—200 words are retained, but also that new progress is made every day (and it needs to be as impressive as on the first few days!). Gradually you may end up getting very weary of keeping up with the pace.

Given the fact that you have only fragmented time available every day and you need to learn so many new words by heart in a limited time, how would you cram them into your brain gracefully but successfully within the shortest time possible? One strategy is to write flash cards on small pieces of paper and put them in your pocket. Whenever you have time, take them out to have a quick look. My personal experience tells me that brief and constant review is more effective than prolonged but infrequent study. Besides, part of memory retention happens when you write something down, so creating flash cards can help you to memorize new words.




c．Learn difficult sentences by heart



By difficult sentences, I mean sentences with new/difficult words and with several grammar points. No matter how you learn words or grammar, the ultimate purpose is to use them. In a complete, complex and difficult sentence, not only will you get acquainted with new words and syntactical structures, but you will get to know how to use these words and structures as well. If a sentence is too long and complicated for you, break it down into chunks (clauses and phrases) and learn one chunk at a time before you put them together and memorize the sentence as a whole. Once you have committed to memory quite a few long and complex sentences, you will be more at ease when you read and write.

Look at the following sentence:







It may be
 
that

 no other prominent architect has ever designed as many prototypes of inexpensive houses that could be mass-produced; unlike most current high stylists,
 
who

 ignore the boredom of suburban tract houses and design expensive custom residences in the hope of establishing a distance between themselves and mass culture, Wright tried hard to close up the gap between architectural profession and the general public.








In this long and complex sentence, there are two parallel parts divided by a semi colon (;).

Have a look at the first part:

Instead of a noun, the predicative is 
that

 clause as a noun clause.

In this noun clause, there is another that
 clause as a relative clause or an adjective clause.

If you memorize these two that
 clauses separately and then put them together, it will be much easier to learn the first part by heart.

From the context, it is obvious that as Wright has
 is omitted after mass-produced.
 Meanwhile, you learn/review the words prominent
 and prototype.


The second part is longer and harder, but also possible to grasp:

The adjective phrase unlike most current high stylists
 modifies the subject Wright.
 Learn this phrase first.

Pay attention to the adjective-noun collocation high stylists
 and its satirical tone in the context。

In the non-restrictive adjective clause introduced by 
who

 , there are two verbs ignore
 and design.


Since they are done by current stylists, they are in simple present tense.

Memorize these two verbs together with their objects.

What is the purpose of these two verbs? The prepositional phrase in the hope of …
 gives the answer. Now add this phrase to what you have already committed to memory.

Finally, the main clause (subject Wright
 ＋ verb tried …
 ) appears and it is the last chunk to complete the whole sentence.

In this part, pay attention to variation of words


houses
 vs. residences



distance
 vs. gap



mass culture vs. general public


Use different words to refer to the same or similar things for a better diction effect to avoid monotony and repetition.

You may have noticed that instead of in the hope to do …
 , it is more idiomatic to say in the hope of doing…


Both architect
 and architectural
 are used in the sentence. Have you thought about architecture
 ? How are they different?

Now put the two parts together and say the whole sentence aloud from your memory. To check your spelling and punctuation, write it down and compare what you have written with the original sentence. Before bedtime, review the sentence one more time.

This process may sound somewhat tedious, but look at how much you can review or learn in this one sentence. If you keep working this way every day, you can surely improve your reading and better your writing.




d．Practice, practice, and practice



Take SAT practice tests. These tests are in many ways similar to the real tests. First, in format and, quite often, in difficulty level, practice tests imitate the actual tests so that you can have the opportunity to familiarize yourself with the test directions and the layout before the actual testing date. Then in the real test, you can concentrate on the questions. Second, like the real test, practice tests are usually timed. This will allow you to practice under test-like conditions and get used to the time frame. Moreover, by writing practice tests, you can pinpoint your weaknesses and pay more attention to what you should work on. Go over each of your practice tests for a second time right after you take them to help you understand where and why you made the mistakes. Check your wrong answers carefully to see whether you missed any clues, and flag all the words you are not certain about and learn them by heart. In addition, by taking practice tests, you will get to know what kind of questions are asked, how they are organized and what kind of choices are offered. You may even figure out the clues of the correct answers and how distracters are set to trap the average test-takers. Once you find the general pattern in the SAT test, you could be a mind-reader of the test-maker and follow his/her clues with ease.

With all these advantages, you can see that taking SAT practice tests regularly before the actual testing date is instrumental in ensuring higher test scores.




e．Relax the day before the test



Don't work on anything new or stay up late on the day before the test. Instead, review your mistakes and difficult words. Prepare a checklist to see what you need to bring to the test center and make sure every item is well-tucked away in your backpack. Take a deep breath and comfort yourself that you have done your best in the past few months and now you are ready to go!




B．During the Test






a．Timing



• Keep track of your time and pace yourself carefully. Spend less time on easy questions so that you will have enough time for the more difficult ones. Never get bogged down on any question for too long and rush through the rest.




b．Questions and choices



• Remember that guessing by eliminating obviously incorrect or absurd answers can significantly increase your scores. Even if you get a quarter of one raw point deducted from your score as a guessing penalty for a wrong answer, it pays off if you get one raw point for a correct guess. Don't leave any questions unanswered.

• Never assume! Base your answer only on the information provided, not on what you think you already know.

• Watch for negative words and make sure to answer the questions you are asked.

• Read all the choices before choosing your answer. In critical reading section, questions are more subjective. Sometimes several answers may seem right, but you are looking for the best choice. Identify distracters and avoid traps.

• In double-blank sentences, scan the sentence and start with the easier blank. Eliminate all answer choices that won't work for that blank. Try only the remaining choices in the second blank. Don't pick a choice that fits one blank but not the other. Be aware of distracters.




c．Passages and words



• Pay attention to the introduction, if there is any, before the excerpts. Usually you can find information helpful in understanding the reading materials.

• Skim the whole passage quickly before trying to answer the questions. While some people recommend going over the questions first, it is found that reading the questions without knowing what the passage is about is simply a waste of time by reversing the reading process. After skimming and getting the general idea of the passage, you will find the questions more relevant and you can scan the passage to find specific information with a clear purpose.

• Underline the beginning words of sentences or paragraphs that contain main points. This will provide you with quick reference for the questions to come.

• Watch for signal words that link one part of the sentence to another (contrast signals, support signals, cause and effect signals … ).

• If possible, take brief notes on scratch paper as you read. Write down the writing style, main topic and key points.

• Make use of prefixes, suffixes and roots and get context clues for the meanings of unfamiliar words. Be aware of the second, third, or even fourth sense of a word.

• If necessary, refer back to (scanning) the passage when choosing an answer. Do not rely too heavily on your memory.




Chapter 4　Practice Tests



在考试训练这一章中，有大量的分类练习和限时测试，其篇幅和难度与真题相似。认真仔细地做这一部分的练习可帮助考生提高阅读速度，强化阅读理解。




A．Sentence Completion






Test One




Directions:
 Each sentence below has one or two missing parts. Read each sentence as a whole, and choose the word or set of words from the five choices given that best completes the meaning of the sentence.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocateD





1．The American Academy of______surgeons estimates that more than 3.5 million children seek medical attention each year as a result of sports injuries.


A．pandemic




B．epidemic




C．orthopedic




D．chronic




E．respiratory



2．Though______by nature, Amanda talked a lot at the family reunion today.


A．garrulous




B．equivocal




C．taciturn




D．arrogant




E．gregarious



3．An international team of researchers has______the genome of the zebra finch. Their work opens a new door to understanding the basis of human speech.


A．sequenced




B．relinquished




C．attenuated




D．besought




E．recanted



4．There have been a lot of strong earthquakes this year, but it doesn't mean that the planet is coming apart at the seams,______say.


A．archaeologists




B．entomologists




C．neurologists




D．anthropologists




E．seismologists



5．Having failed in both domestic and international competitions, the players went to a pub which seemed to be their only______from abject______.


A．salvation … prudence




B．remorse … adulation




C．solace … melancholy




D．elation … poverty




E．departure … cheerfulness



6．The newspaper's headlines tend to be______, and, for major stories, come with subheadings giving further details, although it is moving away from this style.


A．velocity




B．vertebrate




C．venerate




D．verbose




E．vacillate



7．Like my brother who continues to work at a job he doesn't like, I am______to retain the relationship with my boyfriend who has been______me for the last few years.


A．predisposed … enthusiastic about




B．inclined … indifferent to




C．adroit … ascetic to




D．apathetic … loyal to




E．prone … articulate about



8．If you don't read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the newspaper you are misinformed, which some think is a/an______rather than an aphorism.


A．drivel




B．adage




C．dictum




D．motto




E．axiom



9．Jacob is______when his professor takes only a______look at his paper of which he has taken so much care.


A．relieved … perfunctory




B．miffed … cursory




C．exultant … superficial




D．pleased … patronizing




E．vexed … studious



10．The new employee's poor knowledge of the computer is hardly an______problem. He can easily pick it up in a short time.


A．insuperable




B．inconsequential




C．injudicious




D．implausible




E．Implicit



11．The Arctic is now______at such a rate that it will be largely ice free within ten years. This situation will bring with it______for our grandchildren and cause natural disasters.


A．explored … serenity




B．expanding … impeccability




C．melting … optimism




D．utilized … patriotism




E．thawing … lamentations



12．To reach the top of the mountain, the drivers need to exert extreme caution along the______curves of the mountain road that climbs______to the summit.


A．serpentine … precipitously




B．shady … profoundly




C．jagged … upwards




D．severe … abruptly




E．itinerant … steeply






Test Two




Directions:
 Each sentence below has one or two missing parts. Read each sentence as a whole, and choose the word or set of words from the five choices given that best completes the meaning of the sentence.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocateD





1．The______is an attempt to______consistent assessment criteria. It allows teachers and students alike to assess criteria which are complex and subjective.


A．standard … proclaim




B．rubric … delineate




C．picturesque … blueprint




D．abstract … describe




E．archive … record



2．the corporate ladder is not a simple task. It requires a lot of experience and talent.


A．Ascending




B．Acceding




C．Accelerating




D．Assenting




E．Accenting



3．To be successful, you must broaden your horizons. A______attitude will get you nowhere in this age of global communications.


A．precipitated




B．petrified




C．parochial




D．perpetuated




E．pithy



4．In keeping with his own______in the international diplomacy, the prime minister proposed a personal meeting with the heads of the other government, but the effort was doomed to failure, as the temper of the times was______.


A．convictions … holistic




B．predilections … inimical




C．aversions … hostile




D．impulses … amicable




E．maxims … salacious



5．A 15-year-old freshman was loudly______in the high school library and she was______again as school let out, a high school bullying scandal that has gained the national spotlight.


A．reprimanded … reprised




B．chastened … chronicled




C．daunted … deferred




D．deplored … debunked




E．berated … taunted



6．The attorney said he did not oppose the______of the letters because they contained nothing______.


A．release … incriminating




B．publicity … disinterested




C．distribution … indiscriminating




D．rebuttal … provisional




E．retention … recalcitrant



7．The suspect was______drug charges in 2009 and is now serving time in federal prison.


A．vindicated with




B．accused with




C．convicted of




D．acquitted of




E．abdicated at



8．The subtle shades of meaning, and still subtler echoes of association, make language an instrument which scarcely anything short of genius can wield with______and______.


A．confidence … aloofness




B．definiteness … certainty




C．sincerity … hope




D．conservatism … alacrity




E．eloquence … ruthlessness



9．Canadians have paid a special______to the country's last World War I veteran, John Babcock, and his generation at a ceremony in Ottawa that officially marked the end of______.


A．respect … an epic




B．regard … a period




C．tribute … an era




D．attention … a time




E．veneration … an epitaph



10．Many people have seen home insurance______double after their insurance company began including credit scores as a way to______risk.


A．coverage … disparage




B．credentials … gauge




C．expenditures … implement




D．brokerage … supplement




E．premiums … calibrate



11．At that time, the______of the great cathedrals did not enter the architects' plans; almost invariably a cathedral was positioned haphazardly in______surroundings.


A．situation … incongruous




B．location … apt




C．ambience … salubrious




D．durability … convenient




E．majesty … grandiose



12．Unlike photographers on Earth, astronauts in the space have the opportunity to take photographs from______perspectives.


A．unwarranted




B．unprecedented




C．undermined




D．unilateral




E．undulated






Test Three




Directions:
 Each sentence below has one or two missing parts. Read each sentence as a whole, and choose the word or set of words from the five choices given that best completes the meaning of the sentence.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocateD





1．It is impossible for children to have much______when they are restive.


A．animus




B．anguish




C．serenity




D．agitation




E．commotion



2．Leah refused to change her stubborn ways and remained______to the end.


A．arbitrary




B．recalcitrant




C．oblivious




D．concomitant




E．provocative



3．Since its______in 1958, NASA has accomplished many great scientific and technological______in air and space.


A．funding … achievements




B．inauguration … fulfillments




C．advent … appellations




D．prophecy … exhortations




E．inception … feats



4．They______their investment when they became disillusioned with the project.


A．perpetuated




B．insulated




C．bolstered




D．constrained




E．abrogated



5．To______people's hunger for adventures, they came up with many high-tech video games.


A．nullify




B．beatify




C．harmonize




D．appease




E．enhance



6．The students will do anything but believe in him since there is an apparent______between what he says and what he does.


A．discrepancy




B．coherency




C．consistency




D．persistence




E．acutance



7．Blood screening can identify sickle-cell disorder, which is usually not life-threatening but can turn deadly in______workouts, but a proposal to make it mandatory at universities has met______.


A．gymnastic … publicity




B．light aerobic … acceptance




C．strenuous … resistance




D．metabolic … salutation




E．obligatory … assistance



8．Many countries are facing the question of how to______the best of modern technology without losing the benefits of their______way of life.


A．assimilate … traditional




B．utilize … contemporary




C．extinguish … archaic




D．elude … exotic




E．incorporate … colossal



9．Motivation levels can______from person to person, so it is important to treat each patient's psychological problem separately with solutions for each of them______.


A．differ … respectfully




B．vary … respectively




C．alternate … effectively




D．distinguish … efficiently




E．elevate … indiscriminately



10．We need to put these images into______and realize that many people do not have the genetic______to look like the models in the magazines.


A．meditative … inclination




B．accelerative … physique




C．superlative … imaginary




D．susceptive … modules




E．perspective … predisposition



11．Their conspiracy to______the throne was quelled by the royal family.


A．surpass




B．usurp




C．careen




D．fuddle




E．oscillate



12．To be termed scientific, a method of______must be based on gathering observable, empirical and measurable evidence______to specific principles of reasoning.


A．request … superfluous




B．requirement … object




C．query … scrupulous




D．inquiry … subject




E．acquisition … prevalent






Test Four




Directions:
 Each sentence below has one or two missing parts. Read each sentence as a whole, and choose the word or set of words from the five choices given that best completes the meaning of the sentence.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocateD





1．The president called for a______global effort to step up safeguards on loose nuclear materials, warning that if terrorists acquired an atomic weapon it would be a______for the world.


A．united … posterity




B．concerted … catastrophe




C．effective … calamity




D．intrepid … mischance




E．meticulous … panacea



2．Despite the ice and snow, Terry Fox dipped his______leg in St. John's cold harbour to begin his cross-country Marathon of Hope to raise awareness and funds for cancer research on April 12, 1980.


A．soporific




B．sequestered




C．sententious




D．synthetic




E．scurvy



3．Previously______from competing in the Olympics, the athlete is overjoyed at the final outcome of his persistent argument and will continue to______the debate over the competition issues.


A．prevented … suborn




B．shunned … stanch




C．excluded … stratify




D．barred … stoke




E．repealed … subside



4．He received a letter of______from a disciplinary committee, including a final warning for engaging in horseplay against departmental rules.


A．obfuscation




B．transgression




C．reprimand




D．intransigence




E．insolence



5．Due to pollution, the water in many rivers is not______.


A．potable




B．portable




C．potent




D．precarious




E．porous



6．History's______can be of an unbearable cruelty,______Poland's elite twice in 1940 and 2010 in the same cursed place, Katyn.


A．gyre … decapitating




B．epoch … germinating




C．homage … commemorating




D．insularity … enlisting




E．redundancy … mollifying



7．Forced to______his favorite hobby, the boy acted______for months before shaking off his sullen mood and returning to normal.


A．annul … nefarious




B．invalidate … composed




C．relinquish … morose




D．exterminate … devastated




E．obliterate … brazen



8．Rewarding bullies for their bravery is______to the effort by all the teachers who have sought to______violence and promote mutual respect on campus.


A．a demeanor … denounce




B．a drudgery … eschew




C．an epithet … grapple




D．a manifesto … misconstrue




E．an affront … deter



9．What the movie depicts serves as a______of what the world is like in the future.


A．miasma




B．microcosm




C．milieu




D．minutiae




E．mirth



10．A person who is found guilty of embezzlement may be required to______his property as a penalty.


A．concede




B．defray




C．forfeit




D．gape




E．liquidate



11．In some countries customers don't pay______for the services in restaurants or barber shops.


A．gratuities




B．stipends




C．revenues




D．allowances




E．bonuses



12．Cyclists would ride in the lane______to the centre______under a pilot project that would begin in July.


A．abject … ridge




B．adjacent … median




C．oblivious … division




D．impervious … zone




E．maladroit … podium






B．Passage-Based Questions






Eight Short Passages





Passage 1




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

Noah Webster was born on October 16, 1758, in Hartford. Though very few people went to college at that time, Noah went to Yale, Connecticut's only college then, because of his great passion in learning. After graduating from Yale in 1778, Noah became a teacher in Glastonbury, Hartford and West Hartford to support himself. At that time, all the textbooks in American schools were introduced from England. Unsatisfied with this situation, in 1783, Noah wrote his own textbook: A Grammatical Institute of the English Language
 which became the most popular American book of its time. For the following 100 years, this book taught American children how to read, spell, and pronounce words.

Convinced that Americans should have their own way of speaking and spelling instead of copying everything from the British English, Noah was motivated and determined to write an American dictionary. He embarked upon
 the pioneering undertaking of writing an American dictionary when he was 43 years old. In his dictionary, Noah not only used American spellings like "color" instead of the English "colour" and "music" instead of "musick", but also added American words that weren't in English dictionaries like "skunk" and "squash". Noah's dictionary had altogether included 70000 words in it. By the time this great dictionary was finished, Noah was already 70 years old. Noah Webster was considered an American hero when he died in 1843.





1．According to the passage, all of the following were true about Noah Webster EXCEPT


A．He was among the few who went to college at that time




B．He included some American words in his American dictionary.




C．His textbook taught American children how to pronounce and spell English words.




D．He wrote a dictionary that described Americans' peculiar way of speaking and spelling.




E．He distinguished the difference between American and English ways of spelling in his dictionary.



2．In the 2

nd


 paragraph the phrase "embark upon" most nearly means


A．ushered




B．initiated




C．heralded




D．inducted




E．inaugurated



3．In the third sentence of paragraph 2("In his dictionary … squash"), the author makes use of which of the following?


A．analogy




B．allusion




C．exaggeration




D．understatement




E．exemplification



4．What is implied about Noah Webster's dictionary?


A．It is based on Webster's textbook.




B．It is the first American English dictionary.




C．Over 7000 words are typical American words.




D．Webster started writing it while studying at Yale.




E．There are more words in it than there are in any British English dictionary.



5．Which is most appropriate to describe the author's attitude toward Noah Webster?


A．deference




B．deterrence




C．preference




D．ambivalence




E．nonchalance





Passage 2




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

The British government passed the Tea Act of 1773 in an effort to save East India Company which was on the verge of bankruptcy. This act allowed the company to export its merchandises directly without paying any regular taxes, which provided favorable conditions for East India Company to monopolize the colonial tea trade. The Tea Act exasperated
 major colonial merchants because they were concerned about their going bankrupt as a result of a powerful monopoly. It also brought American passions about the issue of taxation back to vigor. The colonists responded to the act by boycotting tea. This protest involved mass population and was larger in scale than earlier protests. Being the cardinal consumers of tea, colonial women became the leading force to the boycott.

In an effort to prevent East India Company from landing its merchandizes at colonial ports, the colonies adopted various tactics. In different colonial ports, agents of East India Company were "persuaded" to resign from their posts. In Boston, however, the agents refused to do so and insisted on landing the tea. On December 16, 1773, about 50 local patriots led by Samuel Adams staged a spectacular drama: they went aboard three tea ships owned by the East India Company and poured the tea into the ocean. What they did ignited a series of similar rebellion in other colonial areas.

To prevent further chaos and strengthen their authoritarian influence on the colonies, in 1774, George III and Lord North passed the Coercive Acts, as an addendum to the Tea Act, which closed the Boston port and drastically reduced the self-government powers of the colonies.





1．The primary purpose of this passage is to


A．discuss the British exploitation of its colonies




B．describe the cause and effect of a historic event




C．eulogize Samuel Adams who staged a spectacular drama in Boston




D．explore possible reasons for the bankruptcy of East India Company




E．explain the differences between the Tea Act and the Coercive Acts



2．The word "exasperated" in the first paragraph most nearly means


A．impeded




B．bolstered




C．exacerbated




D．exonerated




E．corroborated



3．The second sentence of Paragraph 2 (In different … posts) implies that


A．Agents of East Indian Company formed an alliance with the colonists.




B．Agents of East Indian Company were coerced to give up their posts.




C．A large amount of pensions was given to agents of East Indian Company.




D．It was of their own accords that the agents of East Indian Company resigned.




E．Agents of East Indian Company resigned because the company was on the verge of bankruptcy.



4．The passage answers which of the following question?


A．Where was the first act of boycotting tea take place?




B．What consequences has the Tea Act brought about?




C．Why was East India Company on the verge of bankruptcy?




D．Who was the first woman leader of the protest against the Tea Act?




E．What was the difference between George III's political perspective and Lord North's?



5．This passage most likely appears on


A．a history book




B．a science journal




C．a literature review




D．an anecdotal folklore




E．a tea ritual ceremony





Passage 3




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

Harper Lee's novel To Kill a Mockingbird
 was published in 1960. This book was an instant sensation which brought the author tremendous attention. It soon became a bestseller and won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction. This novel received favorable review for its universal themes of tolerance, courage, compassion, and justice. Combined popular appeal with literary excellence, To Kill a Mocking Bird
 enjoys an enduring place in modern American literature.

There are three key characters in the fiction: Scout Finch, Jem Finch, and Atticus Finch. Written in the first person, this book narrates how Scout Finch, the narrator, and her brother Jem Finch learn about fighting against racial prejudice and preserving human dignity through the example of their father, Atticus Finch, an Abraham town's principled
 lawyer. Atticus has taken on the legal defense of a black man who has been falsely charged with raping a white woman. By telling a series of stories and events about the trial, the fiction presents a vivid portrait of Southern life during the 1930s. The author examines the causes and effects of racism through the exemplification of the Finch family.

Some early reviewers argued that the narration in To Kill a Mockingbird
 was unconvincing and the style and language of the fiction seemed to be too sophisticated for the young narrator, Scout Finch. Later, however, the critics have hailed Lee's rendering of a child's perspective as told by an experienced adult.





1．Which of the following statements is true about Harpee Lee's novel To Kill a Mockingbird
 ?


A．Because of this novel, the author won both a prize and a fortune.




B．It received both favorable and unfavorable reviews from the critics.




C．The major topic examined in this book is about discrimination against women.




D．It was considered the most appealing and excellent novel in modern American literature.




E．Written in first person, the author himself was the narrator of the story presented in this book.



2．The word "principled" in the second paragraph most nearly means


A．chief




B．pedantic




C．principal




D．righteous




E．courteous



3．In the second paragraph, the introduction of the Finch family is meant to


A．introduce the plot gist




B．explore the potential tension between the lawyer and his client




C．present a portrait of a typical Southern family during the 1930s




D．depict the harmonious relationship between the children and their father




E．implied that the children's mother is no longer around due to gender discrimination



4．The tone of this passage can be best described as


A．disdainful




B．prejudiced




C．bewildered




D．acrimonious




E．disinterested





Passage 4




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

Love of choosing seems to be one of human being's innate natures. Four-month-old babies, in one experiment that allowed them to "choose" pleasant music by tugging on strings, were palpably
 irritated when their strings were taken away, even though the same music played at random intervals. Study after study concludes that the act of choosing in fact delights people more than the object of choice.

The famous jam experiment conducted by Dr. Iyengar constitutes a paradox
 on choosing. At a luxury food store in Menlo Park, researchers set up a table offering samples of jam. Sometimes, there were six different flavors to choose from. At other times, there were 24. Shoppers were more likely to stop by the table with more flavors. But after the taste test, those who chose from the smaller number were 10 times more likely to actually buy jam: 30 percent versus 3 percent. It seemed that having too many options made it harder to settle on a single selection. Being an expert on choice, Iyengar holds that more choices lead to less satisfaction, fulfillment or happiness. Too many choices may actually paralyze people. More choices are not always better, she suggests, but neither are fewer choices than necessary. The optimal number of choices lies somewhere in between infinity and very few, and that optimum depends on context and culture.





1．The word "palpably" in the first paragraph most nearly means


A．covertly




B．passively




C．pungently




D．apparently




E．authentically



2．Which of the following statements is true about the baby experiment?


A．It reaches the same conclusion with the jam experiment.




B．It is conducted by Dr. Iyengar who is a renowned expert on choice.




C．It demonstrated how human beings acquire the ability to make choices.




D．It supports the hypothesis that human beings are born with the love of choosing.




E．It is not as scientific as the jam experiment because its respondents are too young.



3．The "paradox" in the second paragraph shows


A．more choices offer more options




B．more choices lead to fewer decisions




C．more options attract fewer customers




D．30 vs. 3 means fewer contribute to more




E．6 vs. 24 is a multiplication of four times



4．The jam experiment described in the second paragraph provides proof to which of the following statements?


A．Customers are more likely to buy products with more varieties.




B．Human beings are born with the innate nature of loving for choice.




C．The fact of choosing delights people more than the object of choice.




D．Having too many choices may prevent people from making up their minds.




E．Food stores have to study customer psychology in order to promote their sales.





Passage 5




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

Throughout history women have transformed their appearance to conform to a beauty ideal of the time. American and European women in the 1800s cinched in their waists so tightly that some suffered internal damage. Ancient Chinese aristocrats bound their feet as a show of femininity. In some African cultures, women wear plates in their lower lips and stretch the skin to receive plates of larger size.

Current standards of beauty emphasize a slender figure that stimulates women's relentless pursuit of thinness. For some women, achieving the perfect body form becomes the most important goal in their lives. In attempt to mould their figures to meet the current ideal, numerous women are taking diets or even starving themselves.

During the last two decades, the incidence of eating disorders, such as anorexia nervosa and bulimia, has doubled. The distortion of one's own body image comes as a psychological side effect associated with eating disorder. Moreover, the recent emphasis on fitness and thinness has caused a tremendous increase in plastic surgery operations, which attests to the extreme adjustments that many women feel they must make in order to attain the body ideal and, in turn, to enhance their self-esteem.

While many factors may influence people's attitude toward beauty, feelings toward one's own image affect the choices one makes and the goals one pursues. Instead of pursuing thinness at all costs, it is more sensible for women to establish self-esteem through success in other areas of life such as career, parenting, and so on. It is important that women begin to accept themselves for who they are, regardless of their body type, and to feel comfortable with the body they live in.





1．The author mentions European, Chinese and African women in the first paragraph in order to


A．introduce a new idea




B．attract readers' attention




C．support his thesis statement




D．appeal to readers of different races




E．draw a general rule from examples



2．It is implied in the passage that in order to meet the beauty standards, some women


A．are desperate




B．are heralded as pioneers




C．are heavier than necessary




D．are losing weight to avoid obesity




E．are putting more emphasis on body shape than face features



3．It can be inferred from the third paragraph that


A．fewer men have plastic surgeries than women do




B．psychological side effects are due to eating disorder




C．some women rely on appearance to enhance confidence




D．it can become a social problem to go for extreme beauty




E．the distortion of one's own body result from plastic surgeries



4．The author implies that plastic surgeries


A．can be risky or dangerous




B．are on the rise due to different diets




C．cost much more than going to gyms




D．are more justifiable than eating disorder




E．can be recommended for those who are overweight



5．The author's attitude toward women's relentless pursuit of thinness can be best described as


A．dubious




B．impetuous




C．apprehending




D．reprehending




E．comprehending





Passage 6




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

Today, the Paralympic Games are the second largest sports in the world, next to the Olympic Games. With a history of about fifty years, the Paralympic Games experienced a tremendous development since its first appearance.

The first person who proposed athletic games for disabled people was an English doctor named Ludwig Guttmann. He advocated that sports therapy be used to enhance the life quality for disabled people. Known as the "Father of Sport for People with Disabilities", Dr. Guttmann organized the 1948 International Wheelchair Games and held the great dream that a worldwide sports competition for disabled people be held every four years as the equivalent of the Olympic Games. His dream became true when the first Paralympic Games were held in Rome, Italy in 1960. 400 athletes from 23 countries attended the first Paralympic Games.

The Paralympic Games have experienced a dramatic growth since its debut. At the very beginning, the Paralympic Games only invited athletes on wheelchair to compete. Nowadays, it includes a much larger range of athletes. The present day Paralympic Games include six major classifications of athletes: people with visual impairments, people with physical disabilities, amputee athletes, people with cerebral palsy, people with spinal cord injuries, and athletes with a physical disability that are not included in the categories mentioned above.

Like the Olympic Games, the Paralympics are held in two seasons: summer and winter. The Winter Paralympic Games have a fairly short, but distinguished history. The first winter Paralympic Games were hosted by Sweden in 1976. In 1992, the four-year cycle was modified so that the winter and summer Paralympic Games coincide with those of the Olympics.

Dr. Guttmann died in 1980, but his great vision and insight of sport for athletes with disabilities will benefit the world eternally. Clearly, the value of sports in the lives of athletes with disabilities has extended far beyond its rehabilitative benefits. There are many other benefits like sportsmanship, camaraderie, and an active lifestyle. Today, the athletic talents of competitors with disabilities are becoming recognized worldwide through the performance of today's Paralympians from all nations.





1．The primary purpose of the passage is to


A．give a glimpse of the Paralymic history




B．honor the founder of the Paralymic Games




C．show the importance of the Paralympic Games




D．link rehabilitative benefits with the Paralympic Games




E．compare the Paralympic Games with the Olympic Games



2．Which of the following is true about Dr. Guttmann?


A．He treated many disabled people.




B．He was disabled himself and enjoyed sports.




C．He was the organizer of the first Paralympic Games.




D．He proposed sports be a remedy for the disabled people.




E．He passed away before the first Parlympic Games were held.



3．According to the passage, which of the following is true about the Paralympic Games?


A．They have a high viewership.




B．Their first appearance attracted over a thousand athletes.




C．Since the idea was originated in Italy, the Games' debut was in Rome.




D．As the Father of the Games, Dr. Ludwig Guttmann chaired the debut.




E．The first Winter Games were held more than a dozen years after the debut of the Summer Games.



4．According to the passage, an athlete who lost his arms should be included in


A．amputee athletes




B．people with cerebral palsy




C．people with visual impairment




D．people with spinal cord injuries




E．people with physical disabilities



5．The narrator's attitude toward Dr. Guttmann is primarily one of


A．sympathy




B．reverence




C．skepticism




D．depreciation




E．exasperation





Passage 7




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

The scientific method is learning science through observation and experimentation. There are several essential steps in the scientific method. The first step is to propose a question that you have in mind and will conduct systemic experiments to solve it. The second step is to gather all the materials and information that will be applied to make a hypothesis. The next step is to conduct experiments and then draw a conclusion out of the research, in which you testify the credibility of the hypothesis proposed earlier. The last step is to report your research results so that other people can challenge or verify your research results.

The invention of scientific methods brought about fundamental changes to the way people conduct researches and made tremendous contribution to modern inventions. Then who invented it? Usually, people credit this invention to Western scientists such as Roger Bacon. However, it is the Muslims who really invented it, perfected it, and then presented it to the West. As Will Durant puts it, it's the Muslim scholars who "introduced precise observation, controlled experiment, and careful records". One representative figure of Muslim scholars is Al-Biruni who conducted precise experiments on laws of gravitation, momentum, and motion and discover the First Law of Motion. Another renowned Muslim scholar of that time was Ibn Sina who conducted experiments to prove his theories. He made an accurate description of the geological origin of mountains and was the first to construct the theory of the formation of sedimentary rock. Other Muslim scholars include Bayt Al-Hikmat and Ar-Razi in Baghdad, Iraq.





1．The first paragraph mentions all of the following EXCEPT that


A．questions come before experiments




B．the scientific method is employed in learning science




C．experiments will ascertain the credulity of the hypothesis




D．experiments are conducted to testify a provisional conjecture




E．materials and information are necessary to form a proposition



2．It is implied that without scientific methods, modern inventions as we know them would


A．be different




B．be fundamental




C．be less advanced




D．require a lot of changes




E．contribute tremendously to our society



3．According to the passage, which of the following is INCORRECT?


A．Will Durant might be a Westerner.




B．Roger Bacon is the inventor of scientific methods.




C．The Westerners learned the scientific method from the Muslims.




D．At the beginning the scientific method was not as perfect as it is today.




E．The author thinks the Muslims should be credited with the merit of scientific method.



4．One aspect of scientific experiments emphasized in two different words in Paragraph 2 is their


A．location




B．exactness




C．complexity




D．long history




E．limited application





Passage 8




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage.

The early attempts to establish a network allowing computers to share information can be traced back to the early 1960s. In 1962, J.C.R. Licklider of MIT first proposed a global network of computers. In 1965, two computers in different locations were connected by Lawrence Roberts of MIT with dial-up telephone lines, which showed the feasibility of wide area networking. The early Internet had such a complex system that only computer professionals were using it.

In 1972, electronic mail first came into being, with @ as the symbol to link the username and the address. However, the world-wide mail services were not available until 1981. Since then the Internet has been much easier to learn and friendlier to use. More and more people, especially people in universities, used the Internet to communicate with colleagues around the world. In 1989, a new protocol
 for information distribution was developed, which later became the World Wide Web in 1991.

With the commercial use of the Internet in the early 1990s, independent commercial networks began to prosper. The first national commercial online service in the USA was provided by Delphi in 1992. It opened up an email connection and offered Internet access to its subscribers. The major shift over to a commercially based Internet was completed by Microsoft which gained great success and witnessed the enormous growth of the Internet.

Nowadays, Internet has become an indispensable ingredient to people's daily life. Popular sites like Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and blogs allow people at all ages to share their interests and emotions with others all over the world. As Heraclitus said in the 4th century BC, "Nothing is permanent, but change!" The growth of high speed Internet connections has become one future trend for further development of the Internet. The next trend is the growth of smaller devices to connect to the Internet. With the rapid growth of wireless Internet access, another trend for the Internet is the surge towards universal wireless access, where people can gain wireless Internet access everywhere in the world.





1．The best title for this passage is


A．New Trends for the Internet




B．Nothing is Permanent, but Change




C．The Internet: You Cannot Live without It




D．E-Communication: Past, Present and Future




E．Microsoft: Witness of the Internet Development



2．It is implied that the early Internet


A．was onerous




B．was not lucrative




C．was patented by MIT




D．had no graphic user interface




E．was for scientific research only



3．The word "protocol" in the second paragraph most nearly means


A．an agreement




B．a reasoning process




C．both hardware and software




D．a set of rules governing the format of messages




E．words to give computer orders to transmit messages



4．Based on the passage,


A．Delphi and Microsoft coalesced




B．Microsoft is the successor of Delphi




C．Delphi pioneered in commercial online service




D．many people witnessed the success of Microsoft




E．With Microsoft came the World Wide Web (www)



5．Compared with its predecessors,


A．the new device is becoming more portable




B．the future Internet can do anything imaginable




C．the future Internet will be accessible to everyone




D．the future Internet will experience more changes




E．the future device will be smaller and more potable






Eight Long Passages





Passage 1




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.

The American Revolutionary War, also known as American War of Independence, began in 1775 between the Kingdom of Great Britain and thirteen former British colonies in North America, and it didn't end until 1783. Long before the war actually started, there had been a lot of tension between England and the American colonies because the colonists wanted independence from England while the British government attempted to pass some laws, enforce several taxes, and increase more control over the colonies.

At the beginning of the war, the colonies had no central government, so delegates from all the colonies were sent to form the first Continental Congress. George Washington, a former military officer and wealthy Virginian, was appointed Commander in Chief of the Continental Army. Members of the Continental Congress wrote a letter to King George of England outlining their complaints and declaring their independence from England. On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence in which the colonies declared their independence from England, and the United States of America was born.

However, a perilous moment in the life of the fledgling
 American democracy occurred: On March 10, 1783, an anonymous letter was circulated among the officers of General Washington's main camp. These officers were angry over the failure of Congress to honor its promises to the army regarding salary, bounties and life pensions. They had heard from Philadelphia that the American government was going broke and that they might not be compensated at all. The letter addressed those complaints and called for an unauthorized meeting of officers to be held the next day to consider possible military insurrection to solve the problems of the civilian government and its financial woes.

General Washington stopped the unauthorized meeting from happening by forbidding the officers to get together. Instead, he suggested they meet a few days later at the regular meeting of his officers. On March 15, 1783, Washington's officers gathered in a church building in Newburgh, holding the fate of democracy in America in their hands.

Unexpectedly, General Washington himself showed up. He was not entirely welcomed by his men, but nevertheless, personally addressed them a speech to prevent the revolt of his officers. This speech was not very well received by his men either. Washington then took out a letter from a member of Congress explaining the financial difficulties of the government. After reading a portion of the letter with his eyes squinting at the small writing, Washington suddenly stopped. His officers stared at him, wondering. Washington then reached into his coat pocket and took out a pair of reading glasses. Few of them knew he wore glasses, and were surprised. "Gentlemen," said Washington, "you will permit me to put on my spectacles, for I have not only grown gray but almost blind in the service of my country."

At that moment of utter vulnerability, Washington's men were deeply moved, even shamed, looking with great affection at this aging man who had led them through so much. Washington read the remainder of the letter, and, realizing his men's sentiments, left without saying another word. His officers then cast a unanimous vote, essentially agreeing to the rule of Congress. Thus, the civilian government was preserved and the young experiment of democracy in America continued.





1．What is the main idea of the passage?


A．the reason why the colonies wanted independence




B．an anecdote of how a young democracy was saved




C．the process in which a perilous nation grew into a mature democracy




D．the long and brutal battles during the American War of Independence




E．the story of General Washington, Commander in Chief of the Continental Army



2．The author implied in the first paragraph that


A．the colonists were arrogant




B．the British Government was distraught




C．the American Revolutionary War was long




D．the American War of Independence could have been avoided




E．the tension between England and the American colonies was not justified



3．The United States of America was officially born


A．after the American Revolutionary War




B．before the American Revolutionary War




C．on the day the American Revolutionary War started




D．in 1783, the year when the American Revolutionary War ended




E．on the day the Continental Congress adopted an important document



4．The word "fledgling" in the third paragraph is echoed by


A．"civilian" at the end of the third paragraph




B．"forbidding" at the beginning of the fourth paragraph




C．"gray" at the end of the fifth paragraph




D．"utter" at the beginning of the sixth paragraph




E．"young" at the end of the sixth paragraph



5．Paragraph 3 answered the question:


A．What lied beneath the perilous moment?




B．How was the officers' anger quelled?




C．Where was the unauthorized meeting to be held?




D．Why did General Washington write the anonymous letter?




E．Who chose Philadelphia as the headquarters of the Continental Congress?



6．Despite the unfriendly atmosphere, George Washington addressed the officers because


A．he was holding the fate of democracy in America




B．he was responsible for the financial woes among the officers




C．he knew how to solve the problems and honor the promises to the army




D．he was determined to save a newborn nation which faced an imminent danger




E．he had negotiated with the Kingdom of the Great Britain on behalf of the colonies



7．The reason Washington's men were ashamed was that


A．they were not as old as Washington was.




B．they were not aware of Washington's poor vision




C．they realized how much sacrifice their Commander-in-Chief had made




D．the Congress didn't have much money due to the expenses during the war




E．they demanded too much even though they hadn't contributed much to the country



8．Which best describes the tone of the last paragraph?


A．apathetic




B．laudatory




C．obsequious




D．contemptuous




E．introspective





Passage 2




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.


The following passage is a speech given by women's rights pioneer Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815—1902) in 1868 at the Women's Suffrage Convention in Washington, D.C.






I urge a sixteenth amendment, because "manhood suffrage," or a man's government, is civil, religious, and social disorganization. The male element is a destructive force, stern, selfish, aggrandizing, loving war, violence, conquest, acquisition, breeding in the material and moral world alike discord, disorder, disease, and death. See what a record of blood and cruelty the pages of history reveal! Through what slavery, slaughter, and sacrifice, through what inquisitions and imprisonments, pains and persecutions, black codes and gloomy creeds, the soul of humanity has struggled for the centuries, while mercy has veiled her face and all hearts have been dead alike to love and hope!

The male element has held high carnival thus far; it has fairly run riot from the beginning, overpowering the feminine element everywhere, crushing out all the diviner qualities in human nature, until we know but little of true manhood and womanhood, of the latter
 comparatively nothing, for it has scarce been recognized as a power until within the last century. Society is but the reflection of man himself, untempered by woman's thought; the hard iron rule we feel alike in the church, the state, and the home. No one need wonder at the disorganization, at the fragmentary condition of everything, when we remember that man, who represents but half a complete being, with but half an idea on every subject, has undertaken the absolute control of all sublunary matters.

People object to the demands of those whom they choose to call the strong-minded, because they say "the right of suffrage will make the women masculine." That is just the difficulty in which we are involved today. Though disfranchised, we have few women in the best sense; we have simply so many reflections, varieties, and dilutions of the masculine gender. The strong, natural characteristics of womanhood are repressed and ignored in dependence, for so long as man feeds woman she will try to please the giver and adapt herself to his condition. To keep a foothold in society, woman must be as near like man as possible, reflect his ideas, opinions, virtues, motives, prejudices, and vices. She must respect his statutes, though they strip her of every inalienable right, and conflict with that higher law written by the finger of God on her own soul.

She must look at everything from its dollar-and-cent point of view, or she is a mere romancer. She must accept things as they are and make the best of them. To mourn over the miseries of others, the poverty of the poor, their hardships in jails, prisons, asylums, the horrors of war, cruelty, and brutality in every form, all this would be mere sentimentalizing. To protest against the intrigue, bribery, and corruption of public life, to desire that her sons might follow some business that did not involve lying, cheating, and a hard, grinding selfishness, would be arrant
 nonsense.

In this way man has been molding woman to his ideas by direct and positive influences, while she, if not a negation, has used indirect means to control him, and in most cases developed the very characteristics both in him and herself that needed repression. And now man himself stands appalled at the results of his own excesses, and mourns in bitterness that falsehood, selfishness, and violence are the law of life. The need of this hour is not territory, gold mines, railroads, or specie payments but a new evangel of womanhood, to exalt purity, virtue, morality, true religion, to lift man up into the higher realms of thought and action.

We ask woman's enfranchisement, as the first step toward the recognition of that essential element in government that can only secure the health, strength, and prosperity of the nation. Whatever is done to lift woman to her true position will help to usher in a new day of peace and perfection for the race.

In speaking of the masculine element, I do not wish to be understood to say that all men are hard, selfish, and brutal, for many of the most beautiful spirits the world has known have been clothed with manhood; but I refer to those characteristics, though often marked in woman, that distinguish what is called the stronger sex. For example, the love of acquisition and conquest, the very pioneers of civilization, when expended on the earth, the sea, the elements, the riches and forces of nature, are powers of destruction when used to subjugate one man to another or to sacrifice nations to ambition.

Here that great conservator of woman's love, if permitted to assert itself, as it naturally would in freedom against oppression, violence, and war, would hold all these destructive forces in check, for woman knows the cost of life better than man does, and not with her consent would one drop of blood ever be shed, one life sacrificed in vain.

With violence and disturbance in the natural world, we see a constant effort to maintain an equilibrium of forces. Nature, like a loving mother, is ever trying to keep land and sea, mountain and valley, each in its place, to hush the angry winds and waves, balance the extremes of heat and cold, of rain and drought, that peace, harmony, and beauty may reign supreme. There is a striking analogy between matter and mind, and the present disorganization of society warns us that in the dethronement of woman we have let loose the elements of violence and ruin that she only has the power to curb. If the civilization of the age calls for an extension of the suffrage, surely a government of the most virtuous educated men and women would better represent the whole and protect the interests of all than could the representation of either sex alone.





1．The primary purpose of the passage as a whole is to


A．advocate suffrage for women




B．explain why women are dependent on men




C．convince people that women are superior to men




D．explore the differences between the man and the woman




E．reveal drawbacks of a society controlled by the masculine gender



2．Which rhetoric device is used in "… discord, disorder, disease, and death …" in the first paragraph?


A．simile




B．metaphor




C．alliteration




D．euphemism




E．onomatopoeia



3．It can be inferred from the passage that


A．there had been fifteen amendments about voting rights




B．it had been uncommon or considered illegal for women to vote




C．the sixteenth amendment had been submitted to the US Congress




D．there were only a few female representatives in the US Congress in 1868




E．man had been molding woman to his ideas by direct and positive influences



4．In the second paragraph, the word "latter" refers to


A．power




B．manhood




C．womanhood




D．human nature




E．diviner qualities



5．In the third and fourth paragraph the author indicated that


A．men must protect women as a weak gender




B．gender differences are a major issue of the society




C．it is illegal for men to strip women of every inalienable right




D．unless men support them, women should stand on their own feet




E．women shouldn't have been passive or depended so much on men



6．The word "arrant" in the last sentence of the fourth paragraph most nearly means


A．sheer




B．bland




C．fickle




D．immaculate




E．hypothetical



7．The last sentence of the fifth paragraph "The need of this hour … action" can be paraphrased as which of the following?


A．To women material things are more preferable to spiritual things.




B．The best of women are those who are pure, moral, virtuous, and religious.




C．It is important to realize the potential of women for the good of the society.




D．Land, wealth and transportation are what men should think about and act upon.




E．Morality and religion can make the world a better place and people better citizens.



8．According to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, which of the following is an essential element in government that can secure the health, strength and prosperity of the nation?


A．world peace




B．thought and action




C．people's physical well-being




D．ushering a new day for the race




E．granting enfranchisement to women



9．Based on the passage, all of the following are true EXCEPT


A．the love to conquer could lead to destruction




B．it was a pure man's world in politics and government affairs




C．women were inferior to men at the time the speech was delivered




D．the author thought nobody but women could bring the nation a better life




E．women value life more than men do and would avoid shedding blood at all costs



10．The purpose of the analogy drawn in the last paragraph is to show that


A．women to peace is like men to violence




B．famine, lack of food, is like valley, lack of height




C．equilibrium in nature is like male chauvinism in society




D．government of well-educated people is like nature without disasters




E．nature's ability to keep things in place is like that of women to keep destructive forces in check





Passage 3




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.

Harvard University, which celebrated its 350th anniversary in 1986, is the oldest institution of higher learning in the United States. Founded 16 years after the arrival of the Pilgrims at Plymouth and renamed in 1639 in honor of its first benefactor, John Harvard, the University has grown from nine students with a single master to an enrollment of more than 18,000 degree candidates, including undergraduates and students in 10 principal academic units. Its faculty has produced more than 40 Nobel laureates, and there are seven presidents of the United States graduated from Harvard.

During its early years, the College offered a classic academic course based on the English university model but consistent with the prevailing Puritan philosophy of the first colonists. Although many of its early graduates became ministers in Puritan congregations throughout New England, the College was never formally affiliated with a specific religious denomination. An early brochure published in 1643 justified the College's existence: "To advance learning and perpetuate it to posterity; dreading to leave an illiterate ministry to the churches."

The 1708 election of John Leverett as the president marked a turning of the College toward intellectual independence from Puritanism. As the College grew in the 18th and 19th centuries, the curriculum was broadened, particularly in the sciences, and the College produced or attracted a long list of famous scholars, including Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, James Russell Lowell, William James, the elder Oliver Wendell Holmes, Louis Agassiz, and Gertrude Stein.

Charles W. Eliot, who served as president from 1869 to 1909, transformed the relatively small provincial institution into a modern university. During his tenure, the Law and Medical schools were revitalized, and the graduate schools of Business, Dental Medicine, and Arts and Sciences were established. Enrollment rose from 1,000 to 3,000 students, the faculty grew from 49 to 278, and the endowment increased from $2.3 million to $22.5 million. It was under Eliot's watch that Radcliffe College, women's liberal arts college, was established. In 1943 Harvard and Radcliffe signed an agreement allowing women students into Harvard classrooms for the first time.

Under Harvard President A. Lawrence Lowell (1909—1933), the undergraduate course of study was redesigned to ensure students a liberal education through concentration in a single field with distribution of course requirements among other disciplines. Today, 51 fields of concentration are offered to Harvard College students. The tutorial system, also introduced by Lowell and still a distinctive feature of a Harvard education, offers undergraduates informal specialized instruction in their fields.

One of Lowell's most significant accomplishments was the House Plan, which provides undergraduates with a small-college atmosphere within the larger university. After being housed in or near Harvard Yard during freshman year, students go to one of 12 Houses in which to live for the remainder of their undergraduate careers. Each House has a resident master and a staff of tutors, as well as a dining hall and library, and maintains an active schedule of athletic, social, and cultural events.

Ever since then Harvard presidents have continuously made significant contributions toward strengthening the quality of undergraduate and graduate education while, at the same time, maintaining the University's role as a preeminent research institution. They initiated the General Education Program to give undergraduates breadth in fields outside their major study, introduced graduate programs crossing traditional borders of professional disciplines, took new approaches to the training of lawyers and doctors, and renewed the emphasis on the quality of teaching and learning at all levels. Besides, they stressed the importance of keeping Harvard's doors open to students from across the economic spectrum.

One of the tourist attractions on Harvard campus is the John Harvard Statue. Located in front of University Hall, it was cast in 1884 by Daniel Chester French (sculptor of the Lincoln Memorial) and is known as "The Statue of Three Lies." Although the inscription reads "John Harvard, Founder, 1638," none of these three statements is true. The seated figure is not really John Harvard, since no authentic pictures of Mr. Harvard existed; John Harvard was not the founder of Harvard College; and the College was not founded in 1638. In spite of the "three lies", the statue is an immensely popular draw for tourists, and every year thousands of visitors rub John Harvard's left shoe for good luck.





1．Where do you likely to encounter this kind of reading?


A．autobiography




B．course brochure




C．school homepage




D．Ph. D dissertation




E．inauguration speech



2．Harvard University was founded in


A．1636




B．1638




C．1639




D．1643




E．1689



3．Harvard University was associated with Puritanism in its early stage because


A．John Harvard was a Puritan




B．the course offered was chimerical with the Puritan philosophy




C．the pilgrims at Plymouth were from the Puritan congregation




D．many of its graduates became ministers and pastors throughout New England




E．it followed the English university model which was mainly based on Puritanism



4．Which of the following was considered a shift of focus in the early 18

th


 century in Harvard history?


A．The enrollment was larger than ever before.




B．The college attracted more famous scholars than ministers.




C．Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was elected to the College Board.




D．The college published a brochure emphasizing the college mission.




E．The curriculum became more related to mental ability and rational reasoning.



5．It can be inferred from the passage that


A．before 1943 Harvard was a unisex college




B．Harvard didn't have the Law School until 1909




C．in the early 20

th


 century Harvard had male students only




D．like the US presidents, Harvard presidents' tenure is four-year long




E．the faculty grew from dozens to hundreds during Charles W. Eliot's tenure



6．The tutorial system, a distinctive feature of Harvard education, was introduced by


A．John Leverett




B．Charles W. Eliot




C．James Russell Lowell




D．A. Lawrence Lowell




E．Oliver Wendell Holmes



7．According to the passage, which of the following is true about Harvard undergraduates?


A．They live in or near Harvard Yard.




B．They have a well-planned housing system.




C．They are arranged to live in one of the 12 houses.




D．They have office hours with their presidents and college deans.




E．Most of them can continue to graduate schools for higher degrees.



8．The sentence "… they stressed the importance of keeping Harvard's doors open to students from across the economic spectrum" implies that


A．it is easier for you to attend Harvard if your parents are Harvard alumni




B．children of affluent families can afford the expensive tuition at Harvard




C．it is possible for students from disadvantaged families to attend Harvard




D．the more donation you make, the more likely you are accepted by Harvard




E．economic situation is one of the important factors in a student's acceptance decision



9．It can be inferred from the last paragraph that


A．the statue is a tourist attraction




B．the shoes of the statue may look different




C．Daniel Chester French wrote the inscription




D．the person who cast the statue knew John Harvard




E．John Harvard didn't get any formal education and was illiterate



10．Which of the following is the best summary of the passage?


A．Harvard is the most prestigious university in the world.




B．Harvard has undergone a lot of changes to be what it is today.




C．There would be no Harvard without many excellent presidents.




D．The long history has made Harvard one of the tourist attractions.




E．Harvard's curricula have contributed to produce over 40 Nobel laureates.





Passage 4




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.

Swedish chemist Alfred Bernhard Nobel (1833—1896) invented dynamite for construction in 1866 and it brought him fame and fortune. By the time of his death he held more than 350 patents and controlled factories and labs in 20 countries. Nobel, not wanting to be remembered as an inventor of dynamite to kill people, pledged his wealth toward the betterment of humanity. Though keenly interested in physics and chemistry, he loved drama and poetry as well, so in his will he directed the establishment of a foundation to award annual prizes for achievement in chemistry, physics, literature and efforts toward international peace. The Nobel Prize is considered one of the most prestigious awards in the world and includes a cash prize of nearly one million dollars. In 1968 the prize field was broadened to include an award in economic science.

As the world applauds the Nobel Prize, the early administration of the prize was not without difficulties since the will left by Nobel was contested by relatives and questioned by authorities in various countries. When the sole Nobel Prize benefactor suffered from cerebral hemorrhage and passed away in 1896, the provisions of his will, their unusual purpose, as well as their partly incomplete form attracted great attention and soon led to skepticism and criticism both about the testator and about the will. Only after several years of negotiations, bitter conflicts, and after various obstacles had been vanquished could the fundamental concepts presented in the will assume solid form with the establishment of the Nobel Foundation. On April 26, 1897, the Storting (Norwegian Parliament) approved the will and soon afterwards elected members to the prize-awarding Norwegian Nobel Committee of the Storting. In 1898 the other prize-awarding bodies followed suit
 , approving the will after mediation: Karolinska Institutet on June 7, the Swedish Academy on June 9 and the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences on June 11.

The will was now settled, but the task of achieving unity among all the affected parties on how to put its provisions into practice remained. The final version of the Statutes of the Nobel Foundation contained clarifications of the will and a provision that prizes not considered possible to award could be allocated to funds that would otherwise promote the intentions of the testator. The Statutes provided for the establishment of Nobel Committees to perform prize adjudication work and Nobel Institutes to support this work, as well as the appointment of a Board of Directors in charge of the Foundation's financial and administrative management.

On June 29, 1900, the Statutes of the newly created legatee, the Nobel Foundation, and special regulations for the Swedish Prize-Awarding Institutions were promulgated by the King in Council (Oscar II). The same year as the political union between Sweden and Norway was dissolved in 1905, special regulations were adopted on April 10, 1905, by the Nobel Committee of the Storting (known since January 1, 1977 as the Norwegian Nobel Committee), the awarder of the Nobel Peace Prize.

The Nobel Foundation is a private institution. It is entrusted with protecting the common interests of the Prize Awarding Institutions named in the will, as well as representing the Nobel institutions externally. Its main task is to safeguard the financial base of the Nobel Prizes and of the work connected to the selection of the Nobel Laureates. This includes informational activities as well as arrangements related to the presentation of the Nobel Prizes. The Foundation is not, however, involved in the selection process and the final choice of the Laureates (as Nobel Prize winners are also called). In this work, the Prize-Awarding Institutions are not only entirely independent of all government agencies and organizations, but also of the Nobel Foundation. Their autonomy is of crucial importance to the objectivity and quality of their prize decisions.

In its role as a financial manager, the Nobel Foundation resembles an investment company. The investment policy of the Foundation is naturally of the greatest importance in preserving and increasing its funds, thereby ensuring the size of the Nobel Prizes. The provisions of Alfred Nobel's will instructed his executors to invest his remaining realizable estate, which would constitute the capital of what eventually became the Nobel Foundation, in "safe securities." In the original by-laws of the Board, approved by the King in Council on February 15, 1901, the expression "safe securities" was interpreted in the spirit of that time as referring mainly to bonds or loans—Swedish as well as foreign—paying fixed interest and backed by solid underlying security. The stock market and real estate holdings were beyond the pale
 . Stocks in particular were regarded as an excessively risky and speculative form of financial investment.

Today the Nobel Prizes—as well as the centenarian Nobel Foundation—have become solid institutions, based on a great tradition since their beginning. The original criticisms aimed at the whole idea of the Nobel Prizes have faded into oblivion. Both in Sweden and in Norway, the awarding of the prizes is regarded as an event of national importance. The Nobel Foundation has now entered a new century, with museum and exhibition projects, while being able to look back at its past successes in many fields.

On June 29, 2000, the Nobel Foundation celebrated its 100th anniversary. The Foundation and especially the Nobel Prizes—which were first awarded in 1901—are closely linked to the history of modern science, the arts, and political development throughout the 20th century.





1．The main idea of the passage is that


A．Alfred Nobel was a great inventor




B．dynamite gave rise to Nobel prizes




C．the history of Nobel prizes is one-hundred-year long




D．the Prize-Awarding Institutions select the prize laureates




E．it took assiduous efforts for the whole idea of Nobel prizes to take shape



2．Which of the following subjects might not exist in the late 19

th


 century?


A．physics




B．medicine




C．literature




D．chemistry




E．economic science



3．It can be inferred Nobel's will was questioned by authorities in various countries because


A．he has relatives all over the world




B．he held hundreds of international patents




C．he was a well-known figure internationally




D．the prizes are offered to people regardless of their nationalities




E．he had businesses and did research in different parts of the world



4．The phrase "followed suit" in the second paragraph most nearly means


A．imitated




B．acted formally




C．followed the rules




D．abode by the regulations




E．took measures at different times



5．The body that takes care of financial management of the prizes is


A．the Nobel Institute




B．the Nobel Committee




C．The Swedish Academy




D．the Board of Directors




E．the Norwegian government



6．A question about the Nobel Institutions is best answered by


A．the Nobel laureates




B．the Nobel Institutions




C．the Nobel Foundation




D．the Board of Directors




E．the Prize Awarding Institution



7．The Nobel funds were NOT invested in


A．bonds and loans




B．land and buildings




C．agricultural experiments




D．bonds and major capitals




E．loans and foreign projects



8．If something is beyond the pale,


A．it has lost its color




B．it is the right choice




C．it is beyond all means




D．it is out of the question




E．it is not safe or proper to do so



9．The author would concur on the opinion that


A．no one comments unfavorably on the idea of the Nobel Prizes




B．the Nobel funds will certainly increase as the world market grows




C．many people have forgot how the idea of the Nobel Prizes originated




D．without Nobel's inventions there would be no such an influential prize to award




E．no nation but Sweden and Norway regards the prize awarding as an important event



10．By "the political development" in the last paragraph, the author includes


A．a modern design in architecture




B．a breakthrough in stem cell research




C．a project of interdisciplinary interest




D．an innovative way to use nuclear energy




E．an adamant effort to protect the environment





Passage 5




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.


The following is an account by Dick Cavett, a well-known columnist and movie producer. He recalls his encounter with John Wayne, a famous movie actor, director and producer. John Wayne, dying of cancer at the time, was on the scene of the movie The Shootist, playing a gunfighter dying of rectal cancer with only two months to live.






I hurried through all my duties in shooting my special to hang with my new friend as much as possible. Just at this moment of typing, I've identified the feeling I was having then. It was as if a 7th grader had been befriended by the popular, big, tall, jock upperclassman. I wished everyone could see us together, maybe with his hand on my shoulder.

The picture, "The Shootist," was his last. There is debate still about whether Wayne knew at the time that he—like the legendary gunfighter he was playing—was dying of cancer. Most agree that he did.

Here was a greatly talented, highly intelligent, college-educated, well-read man of immense personal charm and humor. There was a rough-going scene in which he asks Jimmy Stewart, playing his doctor, not to spare him the details of what will happen as the disease progresses. It's fascinating, if true as some say that he had not been able to do this in life, but—by requesting that the script be sharpened in detail on this point—chose this route to the information.

If I had to pick 10 highlights of my life, one would be my arrival on the set at almost the instant this scene was shot in the doctor's office. The crew knew their long-time friend was not well. There seemed to be more people than usual standing around watching. When Stewart delivered the line with the dread word in it—the one even doctors will euphemize, as in "ca. of the breast"—a burly stage-hand-type near me had to quickly cover his mouth, apparently fearing that the sort of tearful, involuntary snort he emitted might have been picked up by a mike, spoiling the take. Similar moments on the part of crew members could be seen all around.

A second consequence of my time on the set with John Wayne: It's early afternoon on the Western town square set. Costumed extras relaxing, smoking, gossiping, strolling, reading trade papers, Wayne off somewhere resting, napping or playing chess during a long break. (I can eye-witness report this: during breaks he shed his boots and slipped into a chartreuse pair of those fluffy marabou slippers more associated with women. Ludicrosity rampant. Probably a custom-made joke gift from a colleague. Or taken off a very large lady.)

A lone horse was at the hitching post. A huge horse. I had a sudden semi-rational urge. "Is that Dollar?" I asked. And I got onto John Wayne's horse. To my surprise I find that I've recounted this sorry tale before, in this very paper in 1998. Reading it again scares the chaps off me, so suffice it to say that by the time Dollar's spine-punishing trot had escalated into something more hazardous, then de-accelerated from there, and I was returned, trembling, to terra firma, there'd been a great deal of yelling from the crew and scattering of sun-bonneted extras (one clarion voice sounded above the rest: "Who the—is that on Duke's horse?") and I was in a position to state for the record that an eternity lasts about 45 seconds.

I had one more glorious day with Wayne. He had agreed to appear on my special, and as I sat beside him—he in full costume—on a buckboard, with me holding the reins, in one hand, he said, "Are we rollin'?" At "Yes," he took my hand mike and said into it, "Hi, this is John Wayne interviewing Dick Cavett." (Don't let me awaken
 , I thought.) We had a good time, and I might be able to retrieve this one for a future column.

The sun was up and the sky still bright but it had gotten to the time in the afternoon when the light changes undesirably for color film. I asked if they had finished shooting for the day.

"Yeah, it's gettin' a little yella." (I won't force the symbolic poignancy of those words.)

When we parted, I told him as best I could what a good time we had had together and what it meant to me. I said I felt kind of foolish, asking for an autographed photo.

"That shouldn't be any trouble."

He called for one, wrote on it, and without showing it to me, put it in an envelope.

We talked for a while more, mostly about the current prices of Indian artifacts, which I had seen swoop suddenly upwards. I asked him if he owned the beautiful beaded and long-fringed plains rifle case—probably Sioux or Cheyenne—he carried in John Ford's "The Searchers."

"I wish you hadn't said that," he said, grinning. "I bet I've thought about it a hundred times. I can't watch the picture because of it. I tried later to find it, but somebody smarter than I am must've gotten it."

"Didn't it occur to you, maybe on the last day, to just slip it into your duffle bag?"

"It does now." (Laughter.)

Having said goodbye and still aglow
 , while driving on the freeway, I remembered the picture. Pulling over like a responsible citizen, I slipped it out of the envelope, hoping there might be more than just the traditional "Best wishes" and a signature.

It read: "To Dick Cavett from John Wayne."

This, of course, was enough. But below it there was another line.

"We should have started sooner."

You bet I cried.





1．Which of the following best describes Dick Cavett's attitude towards John Wayne?


A．inspiring




B．admiring




C．awesome




D．adulating




E．appreciating



2．It was possible that in real life John Wayne was not able to


A．be spared of the details of his disease




B．be a gunfighter in the West as he had been in several movies




C．take time off from his busy schedule to recover from his illness




D．ask his doctor for the details about the consequences of his ailment




E．ask Jimmy Stewart the same question he asked him in The Shootist



3．Why will the doctors euphemize the dread word?


A．It is harsh to the ears.




B．It is fearful for burly people.




C．It may be picked up by a mike.




D．It is hard for patients to understand.




E．People learn it involuntarily in a clinic.



4．While he was resting, John Wayne could be best described as


A．upbeat




B．laid-back




C．indefatigable




D．matter-of-fact




E．sloppy and sluggish



5．It is implied that the author's horse riding experience was


A．sufficing




B．an exciting one




C．rational and smooth




D．applauded by the crew




E．something more than he had prepared



6．The words "Don't let me awaken"
 in the 7

th


 paragraph expresses the author's wish that


A．time would freeze




B．John Wayne were his mentor




C．he would enjoy the moment immensely




D．there would be columns about this special feature




E．there would be more chances for him to meet John Wayne



7．What did John Wayne mean by "I wish you hadn't said that" in the 14

th


 paragraph?


A．He had never thought about the movie again.




B．He regretted that he didn't have the rifle case.




C．It was improper for the author to ask the question.




D．The movie "The Searchers" was John Ford's best one.




E．He didn't watch the movie because of John Ford's smarter act.



8．On the freeway Dick Cavett was aglow after having said goodbye to John Wayne because


A．he felt exalted




B．he was calming down




C．he cherished the moment eternally




D．he pulled over before he took out the picture




E．there were more words than just "Best wishes" on the back of the photo



9．It can be inferred from the end of the narration that


A．this encounter finished too soon




B．Cavett and Wayne wished they had met earlier




C．Wayne thought he would meet Cavett again soon




D．Cavett would contact Wayne for another interview




E．Wayne and Cavett would start a new movie in the near future





Passage 6




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.


Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) was inaugurated as the 32nd U.S President on March 4, 1933 during the Great Depression. Since then he had been in the office until 1945 when he died during his fourth term. Though paralyzed by polio, he campaigned for the presidency promising a "new deal for the American people." This is his first inaugural address with some parts taken out to make it of similar length as the passages in real SAT.






President Hoover, Mr. Chief Justice, my friends:

This is a day of national consecration. And I am certain that on this day my fellow Americans expect that on my induction into the Presidency I will address them with a candor and a decision which the present situation of our people impels. This is preeminently the time to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country today. This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our national life a leadership of frankness and of vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people themselves which
 is essential to victory. And I am convinced that you will again give that support to leadership in these critical days …

Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative effort. The joy and the moral stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of evanescent
 profits. These dark days, my friends, will be worth all they cost us if they teach us that our true destiny is not to be ministered unto but to minister to ourselves and to our fellow men.

Recognition of the falsity of material wealth as the standard of success goes hand in hand with the abandonment of the false belief that public office and high political position are to be valued only by the standards of pride of place and personal profit; and there must be an end to a conduct in banking and in business which too often has given to a sacred trust the likeness of callous and selfish wrongdoing. Small wonder that confidence languishes, for it thrives only on honesty, on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, on faithful protection, and on unselfish performance; without them it cannot live.

Restoration calls, however, not for changes in ethics alone. This Nation is asking for action, and action now.

Our greatest primary task is to put people to work. This is no unsolvable problem if we face it wisely and courageously. It can be accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the Government itself, treating the task as we would treat the emergency of a war, but at the same time, through this employment, accomplishing greatly needed projects to stimulate and reorganize the use of our great natural resources …

If I read the temper of our people correctly, we now realize as we have never realized before our interdependence on each other; that we can not merely take but we must give as well; that if we are to go forward, we must move as a trained and loyal army willing to sacrifice for the good of a common discipline, because without such discipline no progress can be made, no leadership becomes effective. We are, I know, ready and willing to submit our lives and our property to such discipline, because it makes possible a leadership which aims at the larger good. This I propose to offer, pledging that the larger purposes will bind upon us, bind upon us all as a sacred obligation with a unity of duty hitherto evoked only in times of armed strife.

With this pledge taken, I assume unhesitatingly the leadership of this great army of our people dedicated to a disciplined attack upon our common problems …

But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these two courses, in the event that the national emergency is still critical, I shall not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me. I shall ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument
 to meet the crisis—broad Executive power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe.

For the trust reposed in me, I will return the courage and the devotion that befit the time. I can do no less.

We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage of national unity; with the clear consciousness of seeking old and precious moral values; with the clean satisfaction that comes from the stern performance of duty by old and young alike. We aim at the assurance of a rounded, a permanent national life.

We do not distrust the future of essential democracy. The people of the United States have not failed. In their need they have registered a mandate that they want direct, vigorous action. They have asked for discipline and direction under leadership. They have made me the present instrument
 of their wishes. In the spirit of the gift I take it.

In this dedication of a Nation we humbly ask the blessing of God. May He protect each and every one of us. May He guide me in the days to come.





1．The main idea of the speech is that


A．being honest and candid is the only way out of the Great Depression




B．FDR was officially declared as the 32

nd


 president of the United States




C．FDR required his people to have discipline to survive the difficulty time




D．as the president-elect, FDR called from his people for courage and action




E．the Great Depression made FDR the president to save the country and its people



2．The third "which" in Paragraph 1 (bold) refers to


A．vigor




B．victory




C．frankness




D．leadership




E．understanding



3．The word "evanescent" in Paragraph 2 most nearly means


A．fleeting




B．spurious




C．improvident




D．consummate




E．incandescent



4．In his speech FDR asked his people to


A．look for something practical




B．boost their morale and resume integrity




C．endure the hardships and hope for the best




D．seek the true meaning of life and work on hedonism




E．think independently and prepare to sacrifice for their country



5．"Small wonder that confidence languishes" in Paragraph 3 can be paraphrased as


A．"People wonder where confidence has vanished."




B．"It is no surprise that confidence is diminishing."




C．"It is wonderful to let confidence thrive on honesty and honor."




D．"Due to selfish wrongdoing, people are losing their confidence."




E．"It is a wonder that people express their confidence in different languages."



6．It can be inferred that in 1933 in the United States


A．the natural resources were abundant




B．the unemployment rate was very high




C．many people were unable to support their families




D．federal projects were forced to stop due to lack of funding




E．banks confiscated houses on which mortgages were not paid



7．FDR deemed the Great Depression as


A．a fledging time to show the spirit of the nation




B．different sections interdependent on each other




C．tantamount to a war, requiring unity and sacrifice




D．an obligation of which everyone had a share to fulfill




E．a trained army, disciplined and loyal to the government



8．Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?


A．It was the first time FDR dealt with an emergency.




B．FDR had never been confronted by people for help.




C．A foreign army had invaded the United States before 1933.




D．FDR's disability would hinder him from fulfilling his job.




E．FDR was not sure if the measures he planned to take would work.



9．By "old and precious values" in Paragraph 10, FDR referred to


A．the optimism and hope for a better future




B．the boldness and bravery to face challenges




C．the joy, stimulation and satisfaction of work




D．the courage and audacity to overcome difficulties




E．the cooperation and collaboration to work together



10．The word "instrument" is used in Paragraph 8 and 11. It means


A．a deed and a document respectively




B．a device and an apparatus respectively




C．a means and an incarnation respectively




D．a deputy and an implement respectively




E．a tool and a formal legal document respectively





Passage 7




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.

Can a pill cure our sleep-deprived society? As more of us work and play from the early morning hours to past midnight, 21st century America has become a 24-hour society. In fact, a recent poll from the National Sleep Foundation poll found that more than two-thirds of the nation's adults get less than the recommended eight hours of sleep on week nights.

Whether it's to maintain a competitive advantage
 on the job or party till the crack of dawn, we're squeezing every moment of wakefulness out of our lives at the expense of sleep.

That's a bad idea. The simple truth is that sleep is an important biological function that does more than provide us with an opportunity to dream about future riches. While experts still aren't exactly sure what sleep does, it's widely believed to be instrumental in recharging our batteries and giving our many bodily systems a chance to rest for optimal performance during periods of wakefulness. Cheating sleep, while it sounds like something that's OK to do every once in a while, can take a serious toll on our health if we do it too often.

One study, led by Eve Van Cauter at the University of Chicago, has shown that inadequate sleep may prompt the development of insulin resistance (IR). IR is a condition in which the body doesn't properly respond to the insulin hormone that's critical in regulating our blood sugar levels. Insulin resistance is a well-known risk for diabetes and could be involved in other related metabolic problems such as high blood pressure, abnormal lipid levels and obesity.

Sleepiness, however, isn't always a result of the lifestyle choices that we make. As many as 1 in 5,000 Americans suffer from excessive sleepiness that's no fault of their own. They are narcoleptics who constantly battle a disabling neurological disorder of sleep regulation that affects the control of sleep and wakefulness. Narcoleptics rarely get sound sleep as their nightly rest is disturbed by tossing and turning in bed, leg jerks, nightmares, and frequent awakenings. Because their nighttime sleep routine is so poor, they spend most of the day battling drowsiness and nodding off even in the middle of conversations.

Many narcoleptics are now singing the praises of a drug called modafinil, sold under the trade name Provigil. Specifically approved three years ago for the treatment of narcolepsy, researchers are now asking whether this drug can be used for other conditions such as sleep apnea or a type of sleep disorder found in shift workers. The advantage of this new drug over the older stimulants is that it specifically targets the hypothalamus, the small area of the brain that houses our sleep center. Unlike the amphetamine—like stimulants, it doesn't leave users feeling jittery or fatigued once the arousal effect has worn off.

Modafinil, like any other drug, does have its side effects, but they're considered to be relatively minimal. The most commonly reported are headache, nausea, and a runny nose. This drug has been used in Europe much longer than in the U.S., and experts claim that there has been little—if any—reporting of addictive behaviors or abuse.

This, however, may be a mixed blessing. Many researchers are now discussing whether a new generation of drugs will be developed that can double and even triple the time we spend awake without causing harm.

The U.S. Army has already conducted studies on Blackhawk helicopter pilots to test whether performance can be maintained with increased wakefulness. There have also been reports of other studies conducted on military operatives examining the potential of longer consecutive hours of productivity to carry out certain missions. But where will this stop? And what will it mean for our traditional sleep patterns? Some don't think it's a bad idea to have soldiers who can fight for a week straight and never lose their mental or physical toughness. College students would likely be thrilled to have a drug with little addictive quality or side effects that can keep them awake for several days at a time during exam period.

As more companies continue to develop newer classes of medications, the concept of how we manage our sleep will inevitably be altered. Sleep experts believe this could be a serious mistake. Regardless of how effective and safe these newer medications might be, there's a biologic fundamental that can't be altered. The body needs sleep, between five and ten hours a night in most cases, and anything that alters this physiologic function will ultimately take a toll. You might be able to work into the wee hours of the morning or party till the sun comes up, but no fancy medication or ancient herb can fool the body and prevent the potential health consequences that come from not getting enough of sleep.





1．The passage is primarily concerned with


A．insomnia




B．sleeping disorder




C．sleep-deprived society




D．the side effects of sleeping drugs




E．the possible aftermath of inadequate sleep



2．The word "advantage" in the second paragraph can be best replaced by


A．edge




B．power




C．benefit




D．vintage




E．strength



3．To support his argument that cheating sleep can take a toll on us, the author


A．took diabetes as an example




B．listed several drugs with side effects




C．showed the result of an experiment




D．cited a recent poll from the National Sleep Foundation survey




E．declared that sleep can be instrumental in recharging our batteries



4．According to the passage, which of the following is the right order?


A．lack of sleep IR diabetes abnormal reaction




B．lack of sleep abnormal reaction diabetes IR




C．lack of sleep abnormal reaction IR diabetes




D．lack of sleep diabetes abnormal reaction IR




E．lack of sleep IR abnormal reaction diabetes



5．It can be inferred from the passage that narcoleptics are


A．outpatients




B．a kind of medicine




C．not to blame for their sleep disorder




D．a group of people who often stay up late




E．those who like to doze off during the day



6．Provigil is relatively better than the older stimulants in that


A．it cures shift workers of sleep apnea




B．it helps people to have a sound sleep




C．it works on a small sleep related area




D．it is a neurological medicine with few side effects




E．it is different from modafinil which targets the hypothalamus



7．Why is modafinil a mixed blessing?


A．There has been little reporting of addictive behaviors.




B．Its side effects are not clear yet, but will show in due time.




C．Its advantage may lead to research for more wakeful hours.




D．It may bring out more productivity, but more accidents as well.




E．Its potential is thought to be positive now, yet no one can guarantee in the future.



8．The author mentions the US Army and college students to show


A．before long our sleep patterns will be changed




B．the advantages of the development in medicine




C．that it is a bad idea to try the new medicine on people




D．that the more time we have for work or study, the better




E．the feasibility and popularity of a possible new generation of drugs



9．The author's attitude towards the new medicine is that


A．it is never too late to mend




B．as you sow so shall you reap




C．never put the horse before the cart




D．we shouldn't sail close to the wind




E．you can lead a horse to water, but you can't make it drink





Passage 8




Directions:
 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions based on what is stated or implied in the passage and in any introductory materials that may be provided.


The following is the speech delivered by Martin Luther King Jr.(1929—1968) when he was accepting the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, December 10, 1964. Martin Luther King was a prominent leader in the African American civil rights movements, known for his great efforts to work against racial segregation and discrimination through non-violent means.






I accept the Nobel Prize for Peace at a moment when 22 million Negroes of the United States of America are engaged in a creative battle to end the long night of racial injustice. I accept this award on behalf of a civil rights movement which is moving with determination and a majestic scorn for risk and danger to establish a reign of freedom and a rule of justice. I am mindful that only yesterday in Birmingham, Alabama, our children, crying out for brotherhood, were answered with fire hoses, snarling dogs and even death. I am mindful that only yesterday in Philadelphia, Mississippi; young people seeking to secure the right to vote were brutalized and murdered. And only yesterday more than 40 houses of worship in the State of Mississippi alone were bombed or burned because they offered a sanctuary
 to those who would not accept segregation. I am mindful that debilitating and grinding poverty afflicts my people and chains them to the lowest rung of the economic ladder.

Therefore, I must ask why this prize is awarded to a movement which is beleaguered and committed to unrelenting struggle; to a movement which has not won the very peace and brotherhood which is the essence of the Nobel Prize.

After contemplation, I conclude that this award which I receive on behalf of that movement is a profound recognition that nonviolence is the answer to the crucial political and moral question of our time—the need for man to overcome oppression and violence without resorting to violence and oppression. Civilization and violence are antithetical concepts. Negroes of the United States, following the people of India, have demonstrated that nonviolence is not sterile passivity, but a powerful moral force which makes for social transformation. Sooner or later all the people of the world will have to discover a way to live together in peace, and thereby transform this pending cosmic elegy
 into a creative psalm
 of brotherhood. If this is to be achieved, man must evolve for all human conflict a method which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of such a method is love.

The tortuous road which has led from Montgomery, Alabama, to Oslo bears witness to this truth. This is a road over which millions of Negroes are traveling to find a new sense of dignity. This same road has opened for all Americans a new era of progress and hope. It has led to a new Civil Rights Bill, and it will, I am convinced, be widened and lengthened into a super highway of justice as Negro and white men in increasing numbers create alliances to overcome their common problems.

I accept this award today with an abiding faith in America and an audacious faith in the future of mankind. I refuse to accept despair as the final response to the ambiguities of history. I refuse to accept the idea that the "isness" of man's present nature makes him morally incapable of reaching up for the eternal "oughtness" that forever confronts him. I refuse to accept the idea that man is mere flotsam and jetsam in the river of life unable to influence the unfolding events which surround him. I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality.

I refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral down a militaristic stairway into the hell of thermonuclear destruction. I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. This is why right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil triumphant. I believe that even amid today's motor bursts and whining bullets, there is still hope for a brighter tomorrow. I believe that wounded justice, lying prostrate on the blood-flowing streets of our nations, can be lifted from this dust of shame to reign supreme among the children of men. I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits. I believe that what self-centered men have torn down men other-centered can build up. I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the altars of God and be crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed, and nonviolent redemptive good will proclaimed the rule of the land. "And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together and every man shall sit under his own vine and fig tree and none shall be afraid." I still believe that We Shall
 overcome!

This faith can give us courage to face the uncertainties of the future. It will give our tired feet new strength as we continue our forward stride toward the city of freedom. When our days become dreary with low-hovering clouds and our nights become darker than a thousand midnights, we will know that we are living in the creative turmoil of a genuine civilization struggling to be born.

Today I come to Oslo as a trustee, inspired and with renewed dedication to humanity. I accept this prize on behalf of all men who love peace and brotherhood. I say I come as a trustee, for in the depths of my heart I am aware that this prize is much more than an honor to me personally.

Every time I take a flight, I am always mindful of the many people who make a successful journey possible—the known pilots and the unknown ground crew.

So you honor the dedicated pilots of our struggle who have sat at the controls as the freedom movement soared into orbit. You honor, once again, Chief Lutuli of South Africa, whose struggles with and for his people, are still met with the most brutal expression of man's inhumanity to man. You honor the ground crew without whose labor and sacrifices the jet flights to freedom could never have left the earth. Most of these people will never make the headline and their names will not appear in Who's Who.
 Yet when years have rolled past and when the blazing light of truth is focused on this marvelous age in which we live—men and women will know and children will be taught that we have a finer land, a better people, a more noble civilization—because these humble children of God were willing to suffer for righteousness sake.

I think Alfred Nobel would know what I mean when I say that I accept this award in the spirit of a curator of some precious heirloom
 which he holds in trust for its true owners—all those to whom beauty is truth and truth beauty—and in whose eyes the beauty of genuine brotherhood and peace is more precious than diamonds or silver or gold.





1．The speech serves mainly to


A．extend thanks to the Nobel Committee




B．explain why the speaker was awarded the prize




C．declare that the black people in the US should be equal to the white




D．show how the African American Civil Rights Movement was going on




E．manifest the righteousness of the speaker's cause and his hope for the future



2．The word "sanctuary" in the first paragraph is most close to


A．place of safety




B．temple for rituals




C．sacred place for God




D．church for worshippers




E．asylum of the poor and the sick



3．What is the purpose of the second paragraph?


A．It is a summary of the first paragraph.




B．It is to stress the essence of the Nobel Prize.




C．It is an introduction to stories of the black people.




D．It is to link the first paragraph with the rest of the speech.




E．It is to tell the world that the Civil Rights Movement was not over.



4．In the third paragraph, the relationship between "elegy" and "psalm" is similar to


A．funeral and worship




B．poem and poetry




C．conductor and orchestra




D．violin and violinist




E．lawyer and client



5．Which rhetoric device is used in the fourth paragraph?


A．analogy




B．eponym




C．antithesis




D．hyperbole




E．understatement



6．Martin Luther King would most likely agree with which of the following statements?


A．Man proposes and God disposes.




B．What we do is predetermined by prophecies.




C．All the people in the world are entitled to eternal life.




D．Giving up without reaching your goal is not an option.




E．Be happy even if you are not the best as long as you have done your best.



7．It can be inferred from the passage that Martin Luther King was most inspired by


A．Joseph Stalin




B．Nelson Mandela




C．Mahatma Gandhi




D．Winston Churchill




E．Margaret Thatcher



8．According to the speech, Martin Luther King thought the prize was


A．an honor many people covet




B．a supreme award to what he has done




C．an immeasurable financial support to his justice cause




D．a credit conferred on more people than just an individual




E．something that should be given to pioneers of the non-violent movement



9．The word "heirloom" in the last paragraph most nearly means


A．endowment




B．effervescence




C．embezzlement




D．encroachment




E．embellishment






Eight Pairs of Comparative Passages





Pair One




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



For a long time, people had suffered from paralysis or even death when certain cells in their body died because there was no way to supplant them. However, stem cell research has offered much hope for medical advancement. In the treatment of cancer, for instance, cells destroyed by radiation or chemotherapy can be replaced with new healthy stem cells that adapt to the affected area, whether it is part of the brain, heart, liver, lungs, or other organs. Dead cells of almost any kind, no matter the type of injury or disease, can be replaced with new healthy cells, thanks to the amazing flexibility of stem cells. Therefore, this research is well-worth the billions of dollars being poured into this new field, and should draw more funding from both the government and private sponsors.



Passage 2



Few quarrel with predictions of the awesome potential that stem cell research holds, but the divisions over how to conduct that research have been deep and bitter. There are three main sources for obtaining stem cells—adult cells, cord cells, and embryonic cells. Most research has been conducted on embryonic stem cell lines—embryonic stem cells extracted directly from an embryo before the embryo's cells begin to differentiate. Since human life starts from the point of conception, it is ironic to say that stem cell research saves lives because the extraction of stem cells from an early embryo requires its destruction. In other words, it requires that a human life be killed. Furthermore, embryonic stem cells stored over time have been shown to create the type of chromosomal anomalies that create cancer cells. Looking at it from a more pragmatic standpoint, funds devoted to stem cell research are funds being taken away from other more promising and less controversial scientific research.





1．The author's attitude in Passage 1 toward stem cell research can be best described as


A．assentient




B．censorious




C．ambivalent




D．circumspect




E．acrimonious



2．Compared with Passage 1, Passage 2 is more concerned with the


A．potential of stem cell research




B．adversities of stem cell research




C．prevention of stem cell research




D．divisions over stem cell research




E．differences between the three main sources



3．The author of Passage 1 could have avoided the attack from the author of Passage 2 if he/she had


A．talked more about adult cells and cord cells




B．been more feasible about stem cell research




C．not mentioned funding from the government and private sponsors




D．explained in detail the flexibility of stem cells from embryonic cells




E．pointed out that stem cells used to replace the dead cells are from sources other than embryonic cells



4．The first sentence of Passage 2 most nearly means


A．though divided, stem cell research is going on with unquestionable potential




B．despite bitter challenges, stem cell research is predicted to have great potential




C．in spite of the unequivocal promising potential, stem cell research is controversial




D．some people argue about the predictions of the potential of stem cell research, and the argument has been bitter




E．there have been heated debates over the potential that stem cell research holds even though the research is carried out on a large scale with profound results



5．According to Passage 2, all of the following statements are true EXCEPT


A．To save lives at the cost of others is not saving in its true sense.




B．Some scientific research is more worthwhile than stem cell research.




C．The public are dubious about the future benefits of stem cell research.




D．Embryonic cells are the cardinal sources for current stem cell research.




E．Cells from embryos during cell differentiating stage may not be used in stem cell research.



6．The final conclusion in Passage 2 would be more convincing if the passage had


A．listed other more promising scientific research fields




B．acknowledged the positive effects of stem cell research




C．talked about how to improve embryonic stem cell research




D．mentioned health hazards posed by adult stem cells and cord stem cells




E．gone to great length discussing the immorality of extracting stem cells from embryos





Pair Two




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



Convinced that school uniforms can exert positive influences on students' disciplines and academic performances, more and more private and public schools begin to urge their students to wear school uniforms. However, if we look at the issue from a different perspective, school uniforms may not look so positive. The teenage years are a time when adolescents try out different personas, often by experimenting with various styles of clothing during this phase. As an individual with growing personalities, every student deserves to have the freedom of expressing themselves. When their rights of expressing themselves with clothing are taken away, how can they develop their own personalities? In a normal school where students are entitled with the freedom to choose their own outfits, students can learn things about people just by looking at how their peers dress themselves. A student's personality is in some way represented by his/her outward appearance. From my point of view, the goal of education should be molding students' personalities instead of homogenizing their appearances.



Passage 2



With growing popularity, school uniforms have gone beyond private schools to public schools. Uniforms allow students to interact with one another without experiencing the socioeconomic barrier that non-uniform schools create. More importantly, children are not judged on how much they spend on clothes or how stylish they look, but rather by their talents and personalities. School uniforms help children to focus on learning and schoolwork, not on what everyone else is wearing or whether or not they fit in. As one education expert states that with school uniforms the tone of the school is different, and that there is no more competitiveness about who's wearing what. While research on the effectiveness of uniforms is still ongoing, they have been proven to raise students' self-esteem, attendance and discipline, boost their test scores, reduce violence and crime, and create a sense of newfound pride in students. Uniforms are not the ultimate solution to all of the problems that teenagers, teachers, and schools face today, but research and statistics suggest that they may be a step in the right direction.





1．Compared with Passage 2, Passage 1 focuses more on


A．the need of adolescents to enjoy complete freedom




B．criticism on educators advocating school uniforms




C．rebukes on the positive influences of school uniforms




D．the promotion of reform in the system of uniform schools




E．the comparison between uniform schools and non-uniform schools



2．The author of Passage 1 holds that


A．school uniforms may seem attractive




B．outward appearance may represent inner personality




C．school uniforms indicate students' socioeconomic status




D．school uniforms are beneficial to students' appearance only




E．school uniforms have no contribution to students' school performance



3．The conflict between the attitudes toward school uniforms in Passage 1 and Passage 2 can be best described as


A．grudging versus deferent




B．devious versus disputatious




C．accusatory versus bolstering




D．antagonistic versus censorious




E．disinterested versus nonchalant



4．In Passage 2 it is implied that


A．attendance has nothing to do with what students wear




B．the growing population has increased the need for school uniforms




C．the positive tone of school uniform has spread beyond classrooms and school campuses




D．with school uniforms students of rich families can spend more on school related objects other than clothing




E．without school uniforms, students from affluent families may wear more expensive clothes than those from working class families do



5．Which of the following is a fact mentioned in both passages?


A．School uniforms give rise to a lot of debate.




B．Wearing school uniforms saves students' time.




C．Students should be judged by their talents and personalities.




D．The trend is that more and more students start to wear school uniforms.




E．School uniforms can solve some problems faced by students and teachers alike.





Pair Three




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



It is well-acknowledged that globalization has increased the interdependence, connectivity and integration on a global level with respect to the technological, economic and ecological aspects. With the process of globalization, the dream of a global village has become more realistic. For example, a global marketplace has come into being which broke through the socioeconomic barriers among different countries. Globalization has also inspired many underdeveloped societies to be part of the global marketplace and to achieve rapid economic development. Moreover, globalization has enhanced the information flow between geographically remote locations. Nowadays, international cooperation on all levels is common to address issues faced by people all over the world. It goes without saying that globalization is one of the best outcomes of modern technology.



Passage 2



With the tremendous technological development that connects the whole world, globalization seems to be an irreversible trend. It is claimed that globalization increases the economic prosperity and opportunity in the developing world. However, joining the global market also means the competition is much fiercer now that corporations in developing countries have to compete with not only competitors in their own countries but also those from other countries. Without competitive edge, it is highly possible that corporations in developing countries be defeated by foreign competitors. Another ramification caused by globalization is the homogenization of cultures. The process of globalization has introduced modern cultures into developing countries. It, however, is not only modernizing but also westernizing and, to an extent, assimilating the native cultures of developing countries. Obviously, the process of globalization minimizes cultural diversity, destroys geographical uniqueness, and lessens national pride.





1．Which of the following did Passage 1 NOT include as an advantage of globalization?


A．People in Iceland can taste papaya from Hawaii.




B．More dialects and local languages will be replaced by English.




C．Produce and products from different countries can be sold in the same area.




D．A phone call can be made between Cape Horn, Chile and Hammerfest, Norway.




E．People from the developing countries can make money by selling their local artifacts.



2．Compared with Passage 1, Passage 2 is more concerned with


A．lessons we can learn from globalization




B．interests of the underprivileged countries




C．the impact of diversity in western countries




D．technological development in the developing countries




E．what competition means to the poor in developed counties



3．It can be inferred from Passage 2 that its author is skeptical that


A．prosperity will take root in the developing countries




B．the process of globalization will do more harm to the poor countries




C．globalization will bring people in Africa more jobs and better education




D．poor families in developing countries will continue to live a miserable life




E．the ramifications from globalization are known to the people in developing countries



4．Which of the following examples, if adopted by the author of Passage 2, would most likely consolidate its argument?


A．Barack Obama, with an African ancestry, became the US president.




B．Toyota and Honda are having a fierce competition at the automobile market in Canada.




C．With the pouring of Hollywood movies and fast food restaurants, Indian traditional culture is quickly disappearing.




D．As the Dragon Boat Festival is drawing near, Chinese people begin to make glutinous rice dumplings in order to celebrate this occasion.




E．The United Nations held the Copenhagen conference in an effort to address the global climate issues faced by human beings through international cooperation.



5．Passage 2 most directly challenges which of the following statements from Passage 1?


A．With the process of globalization, the dream of a global village has become more realistic.




B．Globalization has enhanced the information flow between geographically remote locations.




C．Globalization has also inspired many underdeveloped societies to … achieve rapid economic development.




D．Nowadays, international cooperation on all levels is common to address issues faced by people all over the world.




E．A global marketplace has come into being which broke through the socioeconomic barriers among different countries.



6．The relation between the attitudes toward globalization indicated in Passage 1 and Passage 2 can be best described as


A．analogous




B．resemblant




C．antagonistic




D．corroborating




E．complementary





Pair Four




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



Kneeling on the sea floor, almost 100 feet down, I counted 10 adult bull sharks circling directly overhead, their skin taut over thick layers of muscle. Higher up, there were as many as two dozen speedy, smaller sharks—gray reefs, black tips and white tips, with their catlike eyes—close enough that I felt a swoosh of water on my face from a passing tail. While feeding them, I found the smaller sharks, graceful and lithe, needed little encouragement. With surprising discipline, they took turns approaching me in an orderly single file, snatching the treats and quickly swooping away, their white bellies nearly grazing my heads as they scurried off. But the big bull sharks, despite their reputation as aggressive man-eaters, were strangely shy. An enormous and visibly pregnant one seemed almost finicky as she meticulously sniffed at the flesh being offered her before turning up her nose entirely. Some of the bulls lurked in the distance, no more than silhouettes in the blue. Others swam languidly
 toward me, as if playing a lazy game of chicken before nonchalantly turning away.



Passage 2



The earliest known sharks date from more than 420 million years ago, even before the time of the dinosaurs. Since then, sharks have diversified into 440 species, ranging in size from the small dwarf lantern shark, a deep sea species of only 17 centimeters in length, to the whale shark, the largest fish, which reaches approximately 12 meters. Sharks are found in all seas and are common down to depths of 2,000 meters. They generally do not live in freshwater, with a few exceptions such as the bull shark and the river shark which can live both in seawater and freshwater. They respire with the use of five to seven gill slits. Sharks have a covering of dermal denticles that protect their skin from damage and parasites and improve fluid dynamics so the shark can move faster. They have several sets of replaceable teeth. Some well-known shark species such as the great white and the hammerhead are apex predators at the top of the underwater food chain. Their extraordinary skills as predators cause trepidation and aversion from human beings, even when their own survival is under serious threat from fishing and other human activities.





1．The contrast between the tone of Passage 1 and that of Passage 2 can be best described as


A．apocryphal versus archaic




B．fortuitous versus fundamental




C．entertaining versus informative




D．anecdotal versus encyclopedic




E．contemporaneous versus chronological



2．In the last sentence of Passage 1, the word "languidly" most nearly means


A．frivolously




B．grandiosely




C．lethargically




D．imperceptibly




E．magnanimously



3．According to the author of Passage 1, which of the following best describes the big bull sharks?


A．They are suspicious of the food offered.




B．They are worldlier than smaller sharks.




C．Known as aggressive man-eaters, they are extremely bellicose.




D．It's impossible for human to feed them because of their meticulousness.




E．They like to play a game of chicken with human before they launch their attacks.



4．The final sentence in Passage 2 can be best interpreted as


A．a derisive commentary on human being's deeds towards sharks




B．a laudatory remark on the sharks' extraordinary skills as predators




C．an apprehensive acknowledgement that sharks are in peril of extinction




D．a supercilious admission that human beings are at the apex of food chain




E．a factual observation about the extent of human being's aversion toward sharks





Pair Five




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



Standardized tests are designed in a way that the questions, conditions for administering, scoring procedures, and interpretations are pre-determined and consistent. Standardized tests, which by definition give all test-takers the same test under the same or reasonably equal conditions, are perceived as being fairer than assessments that use different questions or different conditions for students according to their race, socioeconomic status, or other considerations. The consistency also permits more reliable comparison of outcomes across all test takers. A well designed standardized test provides an assessment of an individual's mastery of a domain of knowledge or skill which at some level of aggregation will provide useful information. Standardized testing has been applied as a public policy strategy to establish stronger accountability measures for public education. The idea behind the standardized testing policy movement is that testing is the first step to improve schools, teaching practice, and educational methods through data collection. Proponents argue that the data generated by the standardized tests act like a "report card" for the community, demonstrating how well local schools are performing.



Passage 2



Though many educators recognize that standardized tests have a crucial place in the arsenal of tools used to assess student achievement, critics feel that overuse and misuse of these tests are exerting adverse influences on teaching and learning. They charge that standardized tests have become a mandatory curriculum in many schools without public debate and without any accountability measures of its own. While some maintain that it would be preferable to simply introduce mandatory national curricula, others feel that state mandated standardized testing should stop altogether in order that schools can focus their efforts on instructing their students as they see fit. Critics also argue that standardized tests encourage "teaching to the test" at the expense of innovation and in-depth coverage of subjects not on the test. Furthermore, many schools have associated the students' academic performance in standardized tests with teachers' relative performance, making teachers' advancement contingent upon their students' success in these tests. While claimed to be fair and easy to score, standardized tests are leading students and teachers in a direction not embodied in our mission of education.





1．The conflict between the views in Passage 1 and Passage 2 is mainly about


A．the credibility and validity of the questions in standardized tests




B．the fairness of scoring procedures in standardized tests at all schools




C．the comparability of standardized outcomes across all students and teachers




D．how to use standardized tests as achievement tests for all students and teachers




E．the functionality of standardized tests to gauge students' and teachers' performance



2．The authors of Passage 1 and Passage 2 may agree that


A．mandatory courses include standardized tests




B．standardized tests be used as part of job application




C．standardized tests be used to check students' competency in school subjects




D．revamp standardized tests to make them suitable and available anytime for anyone




E．teachers and students are well-informed about the scoring systems of standardized tests



3．Passage 1 implies NONE of the following EXCEPT that


A．SAT in 2006 is not comparable to that in 2010




B．both public and private schools should use standardized tests




C．students at different level should write different standardized tests




D．only standardized tests can assess an individual's knowledge or skill in a domain




E．there is no consistency across the tests based on students' race or socioeconomic status



4．Which of the following does Passage 2 attack directly?


A．Standardized testing is the first step to improve teaching and learning.




B．Standardized tests permit more reliable comparison of outcomes across all test takers.




C．Standardized tests are applied to establish stronger accountability measures for testing.




D．Standardized tests are designed so that the questions, interpretations etc. are consistent.




E．Standardized tests provide an assessment of an individual's mastery of a domain of knowledge or skill.



5．It can be inferred from Passage 2 that


A．standardized tests cover all subjects




B．there is no mandatory national curriculum




C．there is no mandatory state standardized test




D．the majority of the people argue against standardized tests




E．all standardized tests exert adverse influences on teaching and learning





Pair Six




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



The genetically-modified (GM) food refers to crop plants created for human or animal consumption using the latest molecular biology techniques. With GM crops, farmers no longer have to spray plants with pesticides because the plants themselves have built-in protection. Some environmentalists believe that GM crops help the environment because they reduce the need for pesticides. Moreover, farmers can produce greater amount of crops with less seed, cutting back costs immensely. Advocates of GM food harbor a hope that none of the 600 million people around the world would have to go hungry, because crops will be plentiful enough to feed them. Genetically altered food can also be manipulated
 to carry vitamins, minerals, and proteins that they otherwise would not have, thus increasing their healthiness and helping people by increasing food nutritional value. According to GM food companies, all GM food is completely natural and thoroughly tested for allergens and the like, meaning that the food is completely safe for consumption. This
 is perhaps the most important of all, because transferring genes between plants and among completely different species may increase the risk that a non-native allergen might enter a plant, causing sicknesses in people around the world. Proponents of GM food imagine a world where huge plants bursting with natural pesticides and vitamins rule in farms around the world and put an end to hunger.



Passage 2



With all the advantages of genetically modified (GM) food, it is necessary to take an objective view of its downsides. In one experiment, laboratory rats were fed GM tomatoes for 28 days. During the process, 7 of 20 rats developed bleeding stomachs; another 7 of 40 died within two weeks and were replaced in the study. In another experiment, laboratory rats were fed GM corns engineered to produce their own pesticide. The research results showed that the rats developed potentially precancerous cell growth in the digestive tract. The GM corns also inhibited development of the rats' brains, livers and testicles, caused partial atrophy
 of the livers, enlarged pancreases and intestines, and brought about immune system damage. The cause was not the pesticide, but in all likelihood was the process of genetic engineering. GM food on the market which was created with the same process has not been subject to such an extensive testing protocol. On a larger scale outside laboratories, agricultural laborers in six villages who picked or loaded GM cotton reported reactions of the skin, eyes and upper respiratory tract. Some of them even required hospitalization. Employees at a GM cotton gin factory take antihistamines everyday. One doctor treated about 250 GM cotton laborers with various allergy symptoms. To have a full understanding of GM produce, we can't go without considering the above lab results and reactions from those agricultural laborers and factory employees.





1．Which of the following is NOT an advantage of GM food?


A．built-in protection




B．better environment




C．greater amount of crops




D．increased nutritional value




E．human and animal consumption



2．The word "manipulated" in Passage 1 can be best replaced by


A．handled




B．adapted




C．managed




D．conducted




E．maneuvered



3．The word "This" towards the end of Passage 1 refers to the fact that


A．GM food can produce its own pesticides




B．nobody will go hungry thanks to GM food




C．GM food will rule in farms around the world




D．people eating GM food won't suffer from allergies




E．GM food combines different genes and species together



4．From the tone of Passage 2, it can be inferred that


A．GM cotton is a farm product




B．what is stated in Passage 1 could be subjective




C．more people are eating GM food because it is cheaper




D．the disadvantages of GM food outnumber its advantages




E．the process of genetic engineering caused the pathological symptoms in rats



5．Passage 2 is mainly focused on


A．health hazards of GM crops




B．rats fed on GM food in laboratories




C．engineering process of GM food and its side effects




D．comparison of lab subjects with non-controlled group




E．the necessity of extensive testing protocol for GM food on market



6．The word "atrophy" in Passage 2 most nearly means


A．asymmetry




B．hemorrhage




C．malfunction




D．degeneration




E．genetic mutation





Pair Seven




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



The United States ranks first among countries for soft drink consumption with a per capita consumption of approximately 15 ounces a day and 13.15 billion gallons of soft drinks every year. As a matter of fact, soft drink has replaced milk in the diets of many American children as well as adults. This trend is clearly demonstrated in school purchases. During the last decade, school districts decreased the amount of milk they bought by nearly 30% and increased their purchases of carbonated soda. The correlation between soft drink consumption and body weight is so strong that researchers calculate that for each additional soda consumed, the risk of obesity increases 1.6 times. Soft drink has long been suspected of leading to osteoporosis as it is generally high in phosphates but contains virtually no calcium. Adolescents who consume soft drink regularly display a risk of bone fractures three to four-fold higher than those who do not. Soft drink consumption in children poses a significant risk factor for impaired calcification of growing bones. This situation ultimately leads to poor bone mineralization, which explains the greater risk of broken bones in children who consume soft drink.



Passage 2



Here's how my own aversion
 to soft drink got started. Way back in the late 1960s when I was in grade school, I put carbonation and calcium carbonate together and concluded that drinking soft drink would cause the loss of calcium in the bones. I was delighted to read in an August issue of the American Journal of Nursing in the mid 1980s that the American Medical Association publicly reached this same conclusion. Amazingly, Americans and people in other countries actually drink a product that can rightfully be called osteoporosis in a can. This poison goes by many brand names, such as Coca Cola and Pepsi. Generically, this poison is on the market in formulations known as soda, pop, and soft drink. It includes all carbonated beverages—even carbonated plain water. The various substances in different soda brands compound the problem, especially the typical formulations with their carbonic acid or phosphoric acid. The picture gets worse when you add sugar to the soft drink. The sugar, dissolved in liquid, is quickly carried to the bloodstream, where its presence in overload quantities signals the pancreas to go into overdrive. Add this to what we discussed above, and you can see that drinking sweetened cola is a suicidal endeavor. And now you know why bone damage formerly apparent only in the very old is now showing up in teenagers.





1．Compared with Passage 1, Passage 2 is


A．less formal and sagacious




B．less formal but more laudatory




C．more acrimonious and colloquial




D．less informal but more surreptitious




E．more colloquial but less recalcitrant



2．In the first sentence of Passage 2, the word "aversion" most nearly means


A．apathy




B．empathy




C．antipathy




D．telepathy




E．neuropathy



3．Which of the following statements is supported by both passages?


A．Many American families choose soft drink as replacement for milk.




B．Addiction to soft drink can pose both physical and mental health issues.




C．Ascending soft drink consumption contributes to the mounting risk of obesity.




D．Adolescents are facing bone damage or even osteoporosis because of soft drink.




E．Soft drinks can lead to the overdriving of pancreas because of its extraneous sugar.



4．Passage 1 draws a corresponding relationship between


A．soft drink and student number




B．being overweight and soft drink




C．obesity and poor bone mineralization




D．diets with soft drink and those without it




E．adult consumption of soft drink and that of adolescents



5．It is implied in Passage 2 that


A．overload liquid will damage the bones




B．too much sugar will hurt the pancreas




C．sweetened cola will make you work harder




D．beverage, liquid, and drink are the similar




E．carbonic acid or phosphoric acid contribute to obesity





Pair Eight




Directions:
 The two passages below are followed by the questions based on the content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages.



Passage 1



If ambition is to be well regarded, the rewards of ambition—health, distinction, and control over one's destiny—must be deemed worthy of the sacrifices made on ambition's behalf. If the tradition of ambition is to have vitality, it must be widely shared; and it especially must be highly regarded by people who are themselves admired, the educated not least among them. In an odd way, however, it is the educated who have claimed to have given up on ambition as an ideal. What is even odder is that they have perhaps most benefited from ambition-if not always their own but that of their parents and grandparents. There is heavy note of hypocrisy in this, a case of closing the barn door after the horses have escaped with the educated themselves riding on them.



Passage 2



The attacks on ambition come from various angles; its public defenders are few and unimpressive, and they are not extremely unattractive. As a result, the support for ambition as a healthy impulse, a quality to be admired and fixed in the mind of the young, is probably lower than it has ever been in the United States. This does not mean that ambition is at an end, that people no longer feel its stirrings and promptings, but only that it is no longer openly honored, it is less openly underground, or made sly. Such, then, is the way things stand: on the left angry critics, on the right stupid supporters, and in the middle, as usual, the majority of earnest people trying to get on in life.





1．The viewpoints in both passages


A．support each other in that ambition is no longer necessary




B．are from different perspectives and come to different conclusions




C．corroborate each other in that ambition is not as popular as before




D．are in a hierarchical order with Passage 2 subordinate to Passage 1




E．contradict with each other with Passage 1 supporting ambition and Passage 2 opposing it



2．The hypocrisy in Passage 1 refers to the fact that


A．it is too late to regret




B．sacrifices made for ambition's sake will be paid off




C．some people renounce what they should be appreciative of




D．many people relinquish ambition which is the only way to success




E．the educated feel that education is important for everyone else but themselves



3．In Passage 1 the part of the last sentence "closing the barn door after the horse have escaped with the educated themselves riding on them" most nearly means that


A．a heavy note is put on the educated to educate the public




B．the educated are the very group who have benefited from ambition




C．the general public, embodied in the horses, should listen to the educated




D．parents and grandparents of the educated are the ones controlling their own destiny




E．it is ironic for the educated to give up ambition after they have gained benefits from it



4．It can be inferred from Passage 2 that


A．people used to be more ambitious




B．few people are ambitious or honor ambition




C．defenders for ambition are few and far between




D．it is ambition that made what the United States is today




E．earnest people can still feel the stirrings and promptings of ambition



5．Which of the following is true about Passage 2?


A．It explains the reason why ambition is made sly.




B．The author is pessimistic that ambition is almost at its end.




C．It analyzes the factual situation about ambition in the society.




D．The author urges that people should be more ambitious.




E．There are more ambition enthusiasts than antagonists.






C．Timed Tests






Test One





Time—25 minutes






24 Questions




Directions:
 For each question in this section, select the best answer from among the choices given and fill in the corresponding circle in the answer sheet.

Each of the following sentences has one or two missing parts. Beneath the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled A, B, C, D, and E．Choose the word or set of words that best completes the sentence as a whole.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocate





1．If you work out______for eight weeks, you are sure to lose weight.


A．religiously




B．presumably




C．fallaciously




D．conciliatorily




E．pusillanimously



2．Blending theory and practice across a diverse extracurricular activities, this university is home to a______community which celebrates and practices art that______on campus.


A．exuberating … studies




B．vibrant … abounds




C．tranquil … preaches




D．commodious … exists




E．propitious … thrives



3．His past infamous history has brought him the______of being closely associated with thugs and gangsters.


A．panache




B．constraint




C．peccadillo




D．trepidation




E．opprobrium



4．Instead of getting down to business right away, the man______endlessly until no one was in the room except himself.


A．dribbled




B．fumbled




C．dimpled




D．driveled




E．swiveled



5．It will be hard to______Susanne since you have______her to such an extent.


A．anger … ruffled




B．pacify … soothed




C．mollify … incensed




D．subdue … subjugated




E．antagonize … irritated



6．is an action involving illegal hunting, killing or capturing of animals.


A．Droning




B．Lurking




C．Poaching




D．Bantering




E．Pouching



7．All the observable weather events are______phenomena.


A．minuscule




B．methodical




C．metallurgical




D．metaphysical




E．meteorological



8．The intellectual flexibility inherent in a multicultural nation has been______in classrooms where emphasis on British-American literature has not reflected the cultural______of our country.


A．disseminated … unanimity




B．provoked … aspiration




C．stifled … diversity




D．thwarted … uniformity




E．inculcated … division



Each passage below is followed by questions based on its content. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in each passage and in any introductory material that may be provided.

Questions 9—11 are based on the following passage.

According to some research, normal but retarded brain development and the onset of puberty may be significant factors in learning disorders such as dyslexia. Researchers found that children with learning disabilities may have immature brains that simply didn't have the time needed to develop appropriately. They also found that children with dyslexia showed brain development that was a few years younger than that of their chronological age peers. While these children's brains could catch up somewhat, the onset of puberty seemed to halt any further improvement in performance.

These findings strongly support the requirements for early intervention for children with learning disorders. If they are identified early, parents and care-givers can force-feed these children what would be extracted
 naturally. The brain is plastic, and the earlier we take measures, such as cochlear implants or correcting vision problems, the better children will benefit.





9．The primary purpose of the passage is to


A．explain some phenomena and urge the need for necessary actions




B．trace the evolution of brain development to show how puberty starts




C．present a hypothesis and conduct experiments to prove its credibility




D．compare two different situations related to the same problem and ask for solutions




E．discuss different learning disorders and what people can do to help children with dyslexia



10．As the passage presents it, "immature brains that simply didn't have the time needed to develop" could catch up more


A．were they not so retarded




B．but for the learning disorders




C．had the brain not been so elastic




D．without early invention for children




E．if it were not for the start of puberty



11．The word "extracted" in the second paragraph most nearly means


A．opted




B．enticed




C．obtained




D．pushed out




E．determined







Questions 12—14 are based on the following passage.






Rosa Louise McCauley Parks (1913—2005) was an African American civil rights activist. In 1955 due to her refusal to surrender a seat to a white bus rider, she was arrested, which started a prolonged bus boycott.






Around the mid twentieth century it was an established rule in the American south that African-American passengers had to sit at the back of the bus. Moreover, they were expected to surrender their seats to white bus riders if it was needed.

On December 1

st


 , 1955 Mrs. Rosa Parks, an African-American seamstress, was sitting in a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. When asked to move to let a white bus passenger be seated, Mrs. Rosa Parks refused. She did not argue and she did not move. The police were called and Mrs. Parks was arrested.

Led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a black pastor, many people decided to boycott the bus company. On the morning of Dec. 5

th


 , the African-American residents of the city refused to use the buses. Most walked, those few with cars arranged rides for friends and strangers, some even rode mules.

The boycott continued for over a year. It eventually caught the attention of the United States Supreme Court. On November 13, 1956 the Court declared that Alabama's state and local laws requiring segregation on buses were illegal. On December 20th federal injunctions were served on the city. The following morning Dr. King and Rev. Glen Smiley, a white minister, shared the front seat on a public bus. The boycott lasted 381 days, and it was a success.





12．The author wrote the passage mainly to


A．describe a historic event




B．tell the story of a civil rights activist




C．show how successful the boycott was




D．recall the racial segregation of the last century




E．inform the readers of Dr. King's leadership ability



13．It can be inferred from the passage that


A．Rosa Parks had planned the bus boycott




B．Rosa Parks suffered a lot since her arrest




C．a federal order can override a state or a municipal law under fire




D．the boycott also stopped the bus segregation in cities of other southern states




E．Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King had known each other before the bus boycott



14．Which of the following is the best proof that the boycott was a success?


A．Rosa Parks was eventually released from the jail.




B．Thousands of people were involved in the boycott.




C．The boycott drew the attention from the Supreme Court.




D．Dr. King and Rev. Glen Smiley shared the front seat on a public bus.




E．The boycott lasted for over a year and the bus company suffered a huge financial loss.







Questions 15—24 are based on the following passage.






The following passage is adapted from an online article about physiology and its relationship with other fields of study.






As a study of the functioning of living organisms and their constituent tissues or cells, physiology was usually considered separately from anatomy until the development of high-powered microscopes made it clear that structure and function were inseparable at the cellular and molecular level. An understanding of biochemistry is fundamental to physiology. Physiological processes are dynamic; cells change their function in response to changes in the composition of their local environment, and the organism responds to alterations in both its internal and external environment. Many physiological reactions are aimed at preserving a constant physical and chemical internal environment.

The significance of physiology as the key science underpinning health and disease (human and veterinary) accounts for the nomenclature
 adopted in 1900 by the Nobel Foundation. To recognize key developments in this field, the relevant Nobel Prize is still awarded in "Physiology or Medicine", although many Nobel prize-winners in this category would not readily have identified themselves as physiologists.

With the development of science, some interdisciplinary fields have emerged. The interface between physiology and chemistry led directly to the emergence, in the first half of the twentieth century, of the major new discipline of biochemistry. Another science that grew out of physiology concerns nutrition; yet another is pharmacology, whose foundations arose from the experimental studies of physiologists. Despite the natural and deepening methodological and cultural divergence, over time, of both biochemistry and pharmacology from physiology, they all share the goal of explaining the functions of the body. Moreover, now that the concepts of genetics and the power of molecular biology pervade the whole of biology, the communality of physiology, pharmacology and biochemistry has re-emerged. This is well illustrated by the recent discovery that nitric oxide, a tiny gaseous molecule, can convey information between cells simply by diffusing through their membranes.

Harder to define, yet critical to the discipline of physiology, is the term "general physiology". This subject emerged originally from the convergence of nineteenth-century physical chemistry with experimental biology. It was founded on quantitative studies of plant and animal cells. Because of its reductionist goal, general physiology was an obvious forerunner of what is now described as cell and molecular physiology. However, more than this, it attempted to use the theoretical insights gained from the "hard sciences" (physics and chemistry) to provide a rational basis for analyzing living matter, and was thus eager to embrace and test theory quantitatively. An outstanding example of the success of this approach is the experimental analysis of the resting potential and the action potential in the late 1940s. Indeed, successful analysis of "bioelectricity" is one of the factors that led to the foundation by physiologists of yet another off-shoot—biophysics. Although there are still a number of distinguished university departments of Biophysics, growth of this subject as an independent discipline has been hampered somewhat by its failure to meld its "physiological" roots with its links to biological physics. However, the work of Nobel laureates Neher and Sakmann provides a spectacular example of how electrophysiological analysis can give biophysical insight not available through other means. These scientists, through clever technical developments, were able to design experiments that allowed structural, and hence functional, changes in single protein molecules to be followed in real time by recording the flow of ionic current through them. By tightly sealing a fine, fluid-filled capillary tube to an extremely small part of a cell membrane, and linking it to a sophisticated amplifier, they were able to measure the current through individual channels, flicking quickly from closed to open states.

Physiology has a complex, deep relationship with the approach of reductive science. This is in part because "function", particularly "interesting" or unexpected function, emerges from interactions that can be found only in relatively complex systems; hence physiologists are unlikely (unless they are working on essentially trivial problems) to find that molecular structures in isolation give more than partial insight into the problem under attack. "Explanations" of physiological questions seem more likely to arise from combining such reductionist approaches with, on the one hand, thermodynamics and, on the other, control systems theory. Life depends on "non-equilibrium" properties—i.e. on complex interactions that require the constant expenditure of energy to maintain them. And networks of information and control (the nervous system, hormones etc.) are central to the development, function, and probably the evolution of complex biological systems.

Seen in this way, the information encoded in the genes provides a very challenging experimental opportunity for physiologists. To have read the sequence of DNA is only a small step on the route to understanding how and to what extent our genes build and control our bodies, and cause disease. Genes do just one thing: they translate their information into proteins. To understand how the products of genes work individually and together to create the magnificent complexity of a whole organism is part of the exciting challenge that faces the revitalized science of physiology in the twenty-first century. Indeed, the prospects for physiology are wider still: it will ultimately need to link such understanding "upwards" to such disciplines as experimental psychology, ecology and human biology.





15．It is implied in Paragraph 1 that anatomy was


A．part of physiology




B．about cellular and molecular functions




C．a study of the structure of living organisms




D．related more to biochemistry than to physiology




E．a scientific field covering physiology and biochemistry



16．Why is an understanding of biochemistry fundamental to physiology?


A．Biochemistry is an interdisciplinary field present in our daily life.




B．Physiology and biochemistry, used to be separated, are now inseparable.




C．Physiological reactions require constant physical and chemical environments.




D．Biochemistry provides cellular and molecular actions only observable under microscopes.




E．Physiological processes are affected by changes of different factors both inside and outside our bodies.



17．The word "nomenclature" in Paragraph 2 most nearly means


A．approval




B．unanimous consent




C．the number of prizes




D．a set of special terms




E．prizes awarded to physiology or medicine



18．It is implied in Paragraph 3 that before 1900


A．there was no biochemistry




B．physiology underwent rapid development




C．nutrition was not paid enough attention to




D．genetics had already emerged with molecular biology




E．pharmacology was more concerned about ecological factors



19．The recent discovery of the function of a tiny gaseous molecule illustrates that


A．a potential Nobel laureate could be from physiology




B．molecular biology will soon become the main concern of physiology




C．physiology, pharmacology and biochemistry have something in common




D．the study of physiology has provided a major breakthrough in life science




E．the concepts of genetics are evolving based on the power of molecular biology



20．The author mentioned quantitative studies of plant and animal cells in Paragraph 4


A．as a basis for physiology




B．because he/she thinks they are the foundation of general physiology




C．to explain why general physiology is harder to define than other disciplines




D．in order to show how physical chemistry and experimental biology converged




E．with the purpose to illustrate why the convergence of chemistry and biology is critical to physiology



21．The Nobel laureates Neher and Sakmann are mentioned


A．because their work led to the foundation of biophysics




B．since their work showed changes in single protein molecules




C．as spectacular examples of Nobel prize winners in physiology




D．because their work has showed unique potential in biophysics




E．since they proved that biophysics is another off-shoot of physiology



22．Paragraph 5 explains that the approach of reductive science means to


A．reduce living organisms to small parts and study one part at a time




B．study living organisms by simplifying the relationship between them




C．analyze organisms while they are in a consistent and invariable state




D．break complex things into simple forms before putting them together again




E．understand complex things by reducing them to the interactions of their components



23．Why is it challenging to understand how and to what extent our genes build and control our bodies and cause diseases?


A．Some genes carry positive features and some negative ones.




B．The sequence of DNA is not essential to the structure of genes.




C．Genetics is a relatively new field and not closely relevant to physiology.




D．Genes translate information into proteins, and proteins are hard to isolate.




E．A full picture of the genes could be obtained from constant changes within organisms.



24．The primary purpose of the passage as a whole is to show


A．the complex nature of physiology and its connection with other fields




B．the significance of experiments to understand physiology and other disciplines




C．how the discipline of physiology came into being and its influence on research




D．the position of physiology in science and its potential application in medical research




E．the development of many scientific fields which make physiology simpler and easier to understand






Test Two





Time—25 minutes






24 Questions




Directions:
 For each question in this section, select the best answer from among the choices given and fill in the corresponding circle in the answer sheet.

Each of the following sentences has one or two missing parts. Beneath the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled A, B, C, D, and E. Choose the word or set of words that best completes the sentence as a whole.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocateD





1．Over-working of the land in some countries has led to soil______of nutrients, which, in turn, will lead to barren land.


A．replete




B．grieved




C．depleted




D．deplored




E．reprieved



2．Jonathan is______in his research field; no other contemporary researchers can command the same respect.


A．headstrong




B．preeminent




C．flamboyant




D．horticultural




E．anachronistic



3．That no one theory of the universe can deservedly gain permanent______does not mean that all theories are equally______.


A．attention … legible




B．awards … eccentric




C．predominance … valid




D．dispute … insalubrious




E．criticism … contemptuous



4．Opponents of urbanization and economic development______at the notion that______the public about environmental degradation would make any difference.


A．sneer … coveting




B．mock … urging




C．salute … upbraiding




D．herald … reproaching




E．scoff … admonishing



5．In his speech at the 2009 World Food Prize______, Bill Gates urged donors and others to help millions of the world's poorest farming families.


A．reticence




B．palladium




C．eloquence




D．symposium




E．precipitancy



The passages below are followed by questions based on their content; questions following a pair of related passages may also be based on the relationship between the paired passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages and in any introductory material that may be provided.

Questions 6—10 are based on the following passages.



Passage 1



Born in 1756, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was the second child in the family of Leopold Mozart of Salzburg, Austria. Like his older sister Marian, he showed great musical talent beginning at a very young age. One day at age three, as his father concluded a piano lesson with his sister, young Wolfgang walked over to the piano and began to play back the lessons that had just been taught to his older sibling. This event brought his father to begin active music instruction with Wolfgang, and within a year he was already an accomplished pianist. By age five he began to compose pieces of music for the piano, with his father writing down the notes as he played them. Eventually Wolfgang learned to write music notation and his writing flourished. One day he told his father that he was writing a concerto. After looking at the manuscript, his father was quoted as saying, "It is a pity it can not be made use of. It is so difficult that no one could play it." His son replied, "It is a concerto, and must be studied till it can be played properly." Wolfgang then walked to the piano and played it. In addition to his musical talent, the family's extensive travel throughout Europe expanded Wolfgang's horizon and made it possible for him to meet famous musicians and play for dignitaries.

In July of 1791, Mozart was hired to write a Requiem (a mass for the dead). By that time he was deep in debt, got ill, and was never able to complete it. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, perhaps the most perfect musical mind ever to put quill to paper, died penniless and forgotten as a casualty of Rheumatic Fever. He was buried in an unmarked grave on December 5

th


 , 1791. Despite his quiet demise
 , well over 600 of his works survive to this day.



Passage 2



Mozart's music, like Haydn's, stands as an archetypal example of the Classical style. His works spanned the period during which that style transformed from one exemplified by the style gallant to one that began to incorporate some of the contrapuntal complexities of the late Baroque, complexities against which the gallant style had been a reaction. Mozart's own stylistic development closely paralleled the development of the classical style as a whole. In addition, he was a versatile composer and wrote in almost every major genre, including symphony, opera, the solo concerto, chamber music including string quartet and string quintet, and the piano sonata. While none of these genres were new, the piano concerto was almost single-handedly developed and popularized by Mozart. He also wrote a great deal of religious music, including masses; and he composed many dances, divertimenti, serenades, and other forms of light entertainment. The central traits of the classical style can be identified in Mozart's music. Clarity, balance, and transparency are hallmarks of his work.





6．According to Passage 1, which of the following statements best describes Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart?


A．He was a child prodigy due to his versatile talent at an early age.




B．He was a genius who could read music scores when he was only five.




C．He couldn't have been so prolific without the extensive travel in Europe.




D．He was extraordinary since he was able to compose pieces of piano music at an early age.




E．He was an amazing child who could play back the lessons taught to his older sister at age three.



7．Compared with the tone of Passage 1, the tone of Passage 2 is more


A．cursory




B．deferent




C．emotional




D．technical




E．sensational



8．The word "demise" in the second paragraph of Passage 1 most nearly means


A．in debt




B．lifetime




C．departing




D．unmarked grave




E．unfinished Requiem



9．It can be inferred from Passage 2 that divertimenti


A．belong to string quintet




B．are part of religious music




C．were not popular in Mozart's time




D．are used as preludes to symphonies




E．are not music for funerals or grand occasions



10．The relationship between the two passages can be best described as


A．complimentary to each other to praise Mozart and his music




B．contradictory with Passage 2 weakening the point of view in Passage 1




C．antithetical with Passage 1 being emotional and Passage 2 being cynical




D．comparative with Passage 1 more substantial and Passage 2 more superficial




E．complementary with different information to form a more comprehensive picture







Questions 11—17 are based on the following passage.

Tourism is travel for recreational, leisure or business purposes. The World Tourism Organization defines tourists as people who travel to and stay in places outside their usual environment for more than twenty-four hours and not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated
 from within the place visited.

With modern transportation, today tourism has become a popular global leisure activity, and a vital industry for many countries, because of the large intake of money for businesses with their goods and services and the opportunity for employment in the service industries associated with tourism. These service industries include transportation services, hospitality services, and entertainment venues.

The earliest form of leisure tourism can be traced as far back as the Babylonian and Egyptian empires. A museum of historic antiquities was open to the public in Babylon. The Egyptians held many religious festivals that attracted the devout and many people who thronged to cities to see famous works of arts and buildings. Because of geographic, meteorological, religious, or even cultural barriers, sometimes travel can become difficult and dangerous. Nonetheless, adventurers sought fame and fortune through travel. The Europeans tried to discover a sea route to India for trade purposes and in this fashion discovered America and explored parts of Africa.

From the early seventeenth century, a new form of tourism was developed as a direct outcome of the Renaissance. Under the reign of Elizabeth I, young men seeking positions at court were encouraged to travel to continent to finish their education. Later, it became customary for education of gentlemen to be completed by a "Grand Tour" accompanied by a tutor and lasting for three or more years. While ostensibly educational, the pleasure seeking men traveled to enjoy life and culture of Paris, Venice or Florence. By the end of eighteenth century, the custom had become institutionalized in the gentry. Gradually pleasure travel displaced educational travel. The advent of Napoleonic wars inhibited travel for around 30 years and led to the decline of the custom of the Grand Tour.

The rapid urbanization due to industrialization led to mass immigration in cities. These people were lured into travel to escape their environment to places of natural beauty, often to the countryside they had come from for a change of routine from a physically and psychologically stressful jobs to a leisurely pace in countryside.

The First World War gave first hand experience of countries and aroused a sense of curiosity about international travel among less well off sector for the first time. The large scale of migration to the US meant a lot of travel across the Atlantic. Private motoring began to encourage domestic travel in Europe and the west. The sea side resort became annual family holiday destination in Britain and increased in popularity in other countries of the west. Hotels proliferated in these destinations.

The wars increased interest in international travel. This interest was given the shape of mass tourism by the aviation industry. The surplus of aircraft and growth of private airlines aided the expansion of air travel. The aircraft had become comfortable, faster and steadily cheaper for overseas travel. With the introduction of Boeing 707 jet in 1958, the age of air travel for the masses had arrived. The beginning of chartered flights boosted the package tour market and led to the establishment of organized mass tourism. The Boeing 747, a 400 seat craft, brought the cost of travel down sharply. The seaside resorts in the Mediterranean, North Africa and the Caribbean were the initial hot spots of mass tourism. Air travel also led to a continuous growth in business travel especially with the emergence of the MNCs.

With the widespread tourism came a corresponding growth in hotel industry which led to the establishment of world-wide chains. Tourism also began to diversify as people began to flock alternative destinations in the 70s. Nepal and India received a throng of tourists lured by Hare Krishna movement and transcendental meditation. Then the 80s witnessed the beginning of individual travel in a significant volume.





11．According to the passage, all of the following might be tourists EXCEPT


A．an American who got married in Japan




B．a German who toured around France for over three months




C．a child from Montana who went to visit his grandparents in Maine




D．a banker from Hong Kong who went to Shanghai branch for an annual meeting




E．an executive from Disneyland in California who was stationed in Disney World in Florida



12．The word "remunerated" in the first paragraph most nearly means


A．originated




B．enunciated




C．entertained




D．apprehended




E．compensated



13．The passage indicates that


A．a place with many tourists usually has more hospitals




B．a much traveled area has a lot of accommodation facilities




C．a country with a lot of tourism should submit more revenues




D．a city with many tourist attractions needs to produce more vehicles




E．people from a tourist country are more industrious than those from remote countries



14．According to the passage, the discovery of America


A．was an adventurous endeavor




B．was an activity in fashion at that time




C．was associated with the discovery of Africa




D．was incidental to a travel for trade purposes




E．brought about immediate thongs of immigrants and tourists



15．For the pleasure seeking men, the authors thinks the Grand Tour


A．was entertaining rather than educational




B．had both educational and enjoyment value




C．prepared them for the advent of Renaissance




D．helped them a great deal in getting positions at court




E．was obviously a great opportunity to enhance their intelligence



16．Based on the passage, which of the following is true?


A．The custom of the Grand Tour continued for about 30 years.




B．During WWI less well-off people started to travel internationally.




C．Booming tourism at sea side resorts gave rise to flourishing hotels.




D．Due to rapid urbanization, people moved back to live in the countryside.




E．Aviation industry shaped the Grand Tour and made it possible to travel internationally.



17．The passage answers all of the following questions EXCEPT


A．Who are tourists?




B．When did air travel for the masses start?




C．How did air travel affect business travel?




D．Why was Egypt one of the earliest tourist attractions?




E．What transportation means did the men during Grand Tour use?







Questions 18—24 are based on the following passage.






The following passage is adapted from news on three websites. It is about two teenagers who cherished dreams, worked to achieve them and finally made them come true.






The 13-year-old American boy, Jordan Romero, became the youngest climber to summit Mount Everest. The eighth grader from California said that he first came up with the idea to climb the highest peaks on all seven continents four years ago. On Saturday, he reached the top of the world's highest mountain—and nearly completed his quest.

"The record is one thing, but standing on top of the world is just the best feeling you could ever imagine," he said in an interview on Monday by satellite phone from the 21,320-foot (6,500-meter) Advanced Base Camp where his team was resting on its way down. His success means he remains just one climb away from his overall goal of reaching the highest peaks on all seven continents. The final peak is the 16,076-foot (4,900-meter) Vinson Massif in Antarctica, which he hopes to tackle at the end of the year. The group, dubbed "Team Jordan," had chosen to climb the technically more difficult northern side of Everest because the Chinese side has no age limits for climbers. The southern approach from Nepal requires climbers to be at least 16.

The climb had many tough moments, the teen said. At one point, the water bottles froze, and the team went without for liquids for 10 hours. The most difficult point came when he developed stomach cramps on the final ascent. "It was the toughest part of the climb because I was thinking, "Man, I don't know if I'll make it ‘cause this is the worst pain I had ever felt in my stomach.’ But when we approached the summit, it all just faded away. I just felt happiness," he said. When the group finally reached the top, Jordan recalled touching the colorful prayer flags draped at the peak before standing with his arms outstretched, yelling in exultation.

"I was so happy that all of us as a team, both my parents and all our Sherpas, had made it to the summit," he said. "I was happy about that I had accomplished something so unbelievable. It was a feeling that will definitely be with me for the rest of my life."

The curly haired teenager said his parents had been supportive of his dream ever since he was inspired at age 9 by a mural at school that showed the highest mountains on the seven continents. "That mural just fascinated me so much. My dad picked me up from school and I said, "Dad, I want to climb the seven summits," and that was it," Jordan said. His father, Paul Romero, a helicopter paramedic who is experienced in high-altitude rescue, had trained him for top-level mountaineering. They reached the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa, the first of the seven peaks, when Jordan was 10 years old.

Paul Romero says his goal has always been to help his son attain his dream, even as their quest raises questions about how young is too young to scale Everest, a mountain where harsh conditions have claimed the lives of dozens of climbers. "It's important to remember, this is all Jordan's idea and Jordan brought us here. It's definitely not about a dad dragging his kid to do these quests and do these mountains. People can see into his eyes and understand how driven he is."

Jordan Romero's achievement is already drawing incredible support and attention from the public. "We can't believe the e-mails and messages and responses we're getting already on the mountain," the father said. "That's really what drives Jordan and that's what drives us." For the moment, the team is savoring its success and resting up before making their way back to Katmandu, Nepal, and eventually back home. Jordan said he hopes to tackle the final peak in Antarctica by December or January. With this quest nearly finished, the teen already has his eyes on the next goal: He plans to climb the highest peaks in all 50 U.S. states.

Here is another teenager who, like Jordan Romero, has dared challenges and made her dream come true.

Jessica Watson was born on 18 May 1993, Australia. On 19 October 2009, the 16-year old set sail on from Sydney Harbour passing the official start line of her around the world journey at Sydney Heads. It was an estimated 23,000 mile, 230 day solo voyage.

Jessica's goal was to sail solo around the world non-stop, unassisted. She said she had chosen a route that is a traditionally recognized path and distance for "around the world sailors".

Jessica stated on her website, "There are a few key targets I must achieve to qualify for this around the world status. The approximate distance is 23,000 nautical miles (about 38,000 kilometers). I must depart and arrive from the same port, cross all lines of longitude, cross the equator entering into the Northern Hemisphere at least once and round the southern landmarks of South America and South Africa. This route is very similar to the one chosen by Kay Cottee, who returned in 1988."

Jessica Watson's super power is unbelievable to an ordinary teenage girl. In March 2010, she safely arrived home after over 200 days sailing around the world, traveling more than 23,000 miles … ALONE!

Thousands greeted her as she navigated into the Man O War steps next to the Opera House, including the prime minister Kevin Rudd and premier of New South Wales, Kristina Keneally. Rudd named Watson "Australia's newest hero," but Watson claimed she was just an ordinary girl with a dream. "You just have to have a dream, believe in it and work hard, anything is possible," said Watson at her homecoming.

The talented teen will take about a week to regain her land legs, after encountering swells larger than forty stories high which knocked her boat onto its side more than six times. She even had to strap herself into her bunk and wear a helmet to prevent injury!

Critics abounded back in Australia, claiming that her journey was pointless and masochistic, and that her parents were foolish for allowing her to go. However, Watson claimed that her journey was anything but reckless. "This is years and years of planning and preparation. We haven't just jumped into this," said Watson.

But who cares about critics when the teenage sailor has already arrived home safe and sound and has had an estimated one million dollars in contracts? Hopefully that will help pay for all of the Dramamine she must have needed to hold down her food on the bumpy sea. Watson's book True Spirit: The Aussie Girl who Took on the World
 is due out in July.





18．What is Jordan Romero's quest?


A．to scale the summit Mount Everest




B．to climb the highest peaks in all 50 U.S. states




C．to climb the highest peaks on all seven continents




D．to be a world famous mountain climber in four years




E．to be the youngest to climb the highest peak of the world



19．What does Jordan mean by "The record is one thing, but standing on top of the world is just the best feeling you could ever imagine"?


A．His goal was to set a world record and enter Guinness.




B．He is the best in the world to have such an extraordinary feeling.




C．The record is important and the sense of achievement is overwhelming.




D．He asks the readers to have empathy so that they can feel what he is feeling.




E．He knew he would set the record, but he didn't imagine the very feeling to be there.



20．The reason Team Jordan chose the northern side of Everest is that


A．it belongs to Nepal and has no age limits




B．it, though more difficult, has only a few age limits




C．it presents more challenges, thus more worthwhile




D．the southern side belongs to China and has age limits




E．the southern side, though less challenging, has age limits



21．The gist of "It's important to remember, this is all Jordan's idea and Jordan brought us here. It's definitely not about a dad dragging his kid to do these quests and do these mountains. People can see into his eyes and understand how driven he is" is that


A．children should be self-motivated




B．parents should support their children




C．parents should follow their children's dreams




D．children should drive their parents to help them




E．parents should never force their children to have dreams



22．To be considered as an around-the-world sailor, Jessica Watson must


A．sail a certain amount of distance




B．be trained physically before setting off




C．follow the route chosen by Kay Cottee




D．take a route that meets some qualifications




E．be on the ocean for over 200 days by herself



23．Among the people who came to welcome Jessica Watson were some


A．tycoons




B．celebrities




C．dignitaries




D．entrepreneurs




E．philanthropists



24．It can be inferred from the passage that dramamine is


A．useful to prevent seasickness




B．safe as a soundproofing material




C．a kind of medicine for indigestion




D．used to keep food fresh on the ocean




E．a kind of apparatus needed on the sea






Test Three





Time—20 minutes






19 Questions




Directions:
 For each question in this section, select the best answer from among the choices given and fill in the corresponding circle in the answer sheet.

Each of the following sentences has one or two missing parts. Beneath the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled A, B, C, D, and E．Choose the word or set of words that best completes the sentence as a whole.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocateD





1．As a civil engineer, I found that the blueprints often______more vehicles than people; every structure did______to the road transportation.


A．had … vehicles




B．built … benefits




C．devised … yield




D．drew … preparation




E．housed … obeisance



2．Direct imaging of these particle source regions high in the corona remains______because of the low densities and short time scales involved.


A．erudite




B．elusive




C．esoteric




D．equable




E．episodic



3．The journalist______the efforts of environmental protection to stop deforestation, claiming that they had actually______the problem.


A．proclaimed … initiated




B．equivocated … indicted




C．questioned … alleviated




D．deprecated … exacerbated




E．recommended … accelerated



4．Some self-claimed unbiased judges are distinctly______; instead of hearing from the jury, they often pass convictions of their own.


A．didactic




B．sardonic




C．indigent




D．conciliatory




E．disinterested



5．The evidence gathered against the drug dealers______some security guards as well.


A．indicts




B．acquits




C．convicts




D．adjudicates




E．incriminates



6．This research is the first to demonstrate that age-related loss of skeletal muscle mass is not______and the research could have considerable______for the future health care of the elderly.


A．multifarious … paeans




B．implausible … benefits




C．indisputable … ovations




D．irreversible … detriments




E．inevitable … implications



The two passages below are followed by questions based on their content and on the relationship between the two passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages and in any introductory material that may be provided.

Questions 7—19 are based on the following passages.



Passage 1



Have you ever been driving on an interstate highway when traffic suddenly slows to a crawl? You inch along for many minutes while waiting to see the accident which must have caused the jam. At the same time you also curse the "rubberneckers" who are causing the whole problem. But then all the cars ahead of you take off at high speed. The jam is over, but no accident, no police cars, nothing. A traffic jam with no cause? In the rear-view mirror you see all the poor drivers behind you still stuck in the jam. But why? If all those people could just speed up at the same time, the whole traffic jam would evaporate at once. Why don't they ever do that? What caused the mysterious slowdown in the first place?

To best understand this, imagine that you look down on traffic from an aerial view point. Pretend you're in a Traffic Reporter's helicopter looking downwards.

Suppose on a one-lane road, there is a one-car accident. The car spun out on ice and became temporarily stuck. A row of cars stuck behind it. Other cars are approaching and stopping too. What will happen when that car moves and unplugs the flow?

After that car is removed, there seems to be no reason for the traffic jam to persist. Yet it does. The reason for this is sensible: if I am stuck behind a car that is stopped, then I have to stop too, and so does the car behind me. All the cars in the jam are in this situation. Even though the wreck is gone, they remain locked at a standstill because if they all want to move, they have to move all at the same time. They never do, because each car is waiting for the car ahead to move, or it would bump into the car ahead. We all think like this, so none of us can move.

When the car in front of me leaves, I still cannot accelerate instantly. I must delay leaving for a moment. If I started up instantly, I'd stay too close to the car ahead of me, and that would not be safe. Each departing car must delay in the same way, and this causes the jam to "evaporate" starting from the forward downstream end. It evaporates in a wave which begins at the forward end of the jam, yet new cars are piling onto the back end of the jam.

There is a second important thing to notice. While some cars are still jammed, more cars are piling up behind them at the trailing end of the jam. Even after the wreck is removed, more cars are still "condensing" onto the back of the jam. The traffic jam is like a solid object whose front end is evaporating and whose back end is growing like a crystal. The stoppage is creeping slowly upstream, in the opposite direction to the moving cars. The accident is gone, but a "moving wave" of stopped cars remains behind. It's not a traffic jam. It's a shock wave which propagates
 through the "automotive material". It's a traffic-clot in the blood vessel. It's a traveling wave of traffic-condensation.

These traveling waves are common during heavy traffic conditions. An accident isn't needed to create them. Sometimes they are caused by near-misses, by people cutting each other off, by merging lanes at a construction site, or simply by extra cars entering from an on-ramp. In traffic engineering lingo, they can be caused by "incidents" on the highway. A single "rubbernecker" could cause one by momentarily stopping to look at something interesting. Whenever you slow down in order to merge across a lane to get to your upcoming exit, you could create one.

How long will the "traffic wave" last after the accident is cleared? Its lifetime depends upon the amount of traffic, and on the number of cars trapped in the jam, but sometimes these things can persist for many hours. When traffic is slight, the jam might shrink rapidly to nothing. But if traffic remains heavy, then there's no reason for the traveling wave to ever dissipate at all. Also, if the conditions are just right (if the "condensation
 " happens faster than the "evaporation
 ",) then even a tiny wave could grow larger, like dropping a tiny seed crystal into a supersaturated solution. When traffic is heavy and unstable, slight braking by any driver can cause the traffic to freeze into a gigantic crystal.

Next time when you commute, think of the traffic as a flowing liquid with cars acting as giant water molecules. When you approach a stoppage, don't think of it as a stupid traffic jam. Think of it as a pressure wave which has approached your car and engulfed it. Think of it as a simple living thing which is composed of cars rather than molecules. Take an aerial viewpoint, and visualize the wave which is moving backwards as you move forwards.



Passage 2



A traffic jam on a highway is a very familiar phenomenon. From the physical viewpoint, the system of vehicular flow is a non-equilibrium system of interacting particles (vehicles). The collective effect of the many-particle system induces the instability of a free flow state caused by the enhancement of fluctuations, and the transition to a jamming state occurs spontaneously if the average vehicle density exceeds a certain critical value. Thus, a bottleneck is only a trigger and not the essential origin of a traffic jam. Our experimental evidence shows that the emergence of a traffic jam is a collective phenomenon like "dynamical" phase transitions and pattern formation in a non-equilibrium system. We have performed an experiment on a circuit to show the emergence of a jam with no bottleneck. In the initial condition, all the vehicles are moving, homogeneously
 distributed on the circular road, with the same velocity. The average density of the vehicles is prepared for the onset of the instability. When a tiny fluctuation grows, gradually the homogeneous movement cannot be maintained. Finally, a jam cluster appears and propagates backward like a solitary wave with the same speed as that of a jam cluster on a highway.





7．Both passages are primarily concerned with


A．research on traffic jams




B．how to deal with traffic jams




C．vehicles that cause traffic jams




D．the process in which traffic jams occur




E．the relationship between traffic waves and traffic jams



8．Which of the following statements best characterizes the relationship between the two passages?


A．The author of Passage 2 summarizes the viewpoint presented by the author of Passage 1.




B．The author of Passage 2 presents an argument contradictory to that offered by the author of Passage 1.




C．The author of Passage 2 provides more details in support of the argument offered by the author of Passage 1.




D．The author of Passage 2 disputes the issues raised by the author of Passage 1 with a point-by-point response.




E．The author of Passage 2 supports the empirical evidence presented by the author of Passage 1 with experimental results.



9．The author of Passage 1 mentions "rubberneckers" in Paragraph 1 in order to


A．warn against drunk drivers who are safety hazards for other drivers




B．blame the road-rage drivers who like to cut each other off or tailgate




C．raise the awareness of speeding drivers who are likely to cause accidents




D．add that cars with flat tires are one of the common reasons for traffic jams




E．show that curious drivers slowing down to gawk at an accident contribute to traffic jams



10．According to Passage 1, what would happen if, after an accident is cleared, two cars waiting in a jam in tandem start and accelerate to the speed limit at the same time?


A．They would crash headlong into each other.




B．They would help the traffic jam to evaporate faster.




C．They would collide sidewise and cause another accident.




D．Instead of moving steadily, they would remain locked at a standstill.




E．The front of the car behind would bump into the rear of the car ahead.



11．In Paragraph 5 of Passage 1, the author has to "delay leaving for a moment" in order to


A．let the crystal grow




B．keep a safe distance




C．avoid the traffic jam




D．help alleviate the traffic jam




E．prevent more cars from adding to the jam



12．The word "propagates" in the 6

th


 paragraph most nearly means


A．creates




B．spreads




C．increases




D．multiplies




E．reproduces



13．According to Passage 1, all of the following may cause traffic jams and are traffic incidents EXCEPT


A．an overloaded coach careens and tips over




B．a vehicle which merges into the highway traffic from an on-ramp




C．a car which changes lanes and makes the truck behind to slow down




D．vehicles on one lane merge to the other due to the construction ahead




E．a taxi which cuts off other drivers who, to avoid fender-benders, brake temporarily



14．In the 8

th


 paragraph of Passage 1, which rhetorical device does the author use when he/she compares cars adding to the jam and those leaving the jam to "condensation" and "evaporation" respectively?


A．paradox




B．tautology




C．metaphor




D．hyperbaton




E．personification



15．The author of Passage 1 is most probably a


A．physicist




B．etymologist




C．gynecologist




D．entomologist




E．otolaryngologist



16．The author of Passage 2 would most likely argue that


A．a non-equilibrium system of interacting vehicles is the root of traffic jam




B．traffic fluctuations and transition to a jamming state often occur during rush hours in the morning and afternoon




C．traffic jams are often caused by bottlenecks where traffic is hard to pass by and many vehicles are at a standstill




D．emergence of a traffic jam is due to density of vehicles that can move fast or slow depending on the time of the day




E．traffic flow varies depending on the overall impact from the speed of each individual vehicle and the interactions between and/or among the vehicles on the road



17．In Passage 2, everything in the initial condition of the experiment is not prone to a traffic jam EXCEPT


A．the length of the circuit




B．the density of the vehicles




C．the absence of bottlenecks




D．the velocity of the vehicles




E．the distribution of the vehicles



18．In Passage 2 the word "homogeneously" can be best replaced by


A．safely




B．evenly




C．randomly




D．purposely




E．spontaneously



19．In Passage 2, a tiny fluctuation may refer to


A．two cars that collide headlong




B．an SUV that crashes on a power pole




C．a bus that takes a left turn and hits a pedestrian




D．a car that stalls at an intersection and is pulled over to the shoulder




E．a truck that bumps the concrete median strip and careens out of control






Test Four





Time—25 minutes






24 Questions




Directions:
 For each question in this section, select the best answer from among the choices given and fill in the corresponding circle in the answer sheet.

Each of the following sentences has one or two missing parts. Beneath the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled A, B, C, D, and E．Choose the word or set of words that best completes the sentence as a whole.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







D．reveal







E．allocateD





1．Anyone who has sat______with their cursor blinking in a "username" field knows that coming up with a name is harder than you would think.


A．stymied




B．outraged




C．marinated




D．exuberated




E．manipulated



2．Fill in your weight, and the calculator will provide you with______of how many calories you will burn for the activities listed below.


A．a proximity




B．an accuracy




C．a propinquity




D．a consanguinity




E．an approximation



3．What people don't______is that most of us eat______protein in our diet, more than we need in our daily activities.


A．implore … exorbitant




B．arrogate … excessive




C．understate … immoderate




D．appreciate … overabundant




E．comprehend … extravagant



4．Time and again, I have witnessed places become asphalt______as the urge to hold the cars of shoppers or home owners has taken______.


A．engulfed … place




B．lacerated … apart




C．evacuated … priority




D．encrusted … primacy




E．generated … measures



5．The______in sugar price is clearly a worry for the industry, but for now, there is some relief at the prospect of a______crop.


A．instability … lean




B．collapse … bumper




C．breakdown … harvest




D．benediction … copious




E．proliferation … ripened



The passages below are followed by questions based on their content; questions following a pair of related passages may also be based on the relationship between the paired passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages and in any introductory materials that may be provided.

Questions 6—12 are based on the following passages.



Passage 1



Emotional intelligence (EI) is a relatively new construct. It is defined as the ability to recognize and manage one's emotions and the emotions of others. As a result, individuals high in EI may prove more capable of utilizing emotions to better adapt to and capitalize on environmental demands, and can be more successful in life.

According to one research, there are four branches to emotional intelligence. These four branches are about the ability to perceive emotion through non-verbal communication such as facial expressions and gestures, the ability to use emotions to facilitate thoughts by entering the cognitive system and by guiding emotions to promote the process of thinking, specifically in areas of creativity and sensation, the ability to understand the outputs of emotions, such as happiness usually representing a desire to join with others while anger may indicate a desire to harm or attack others, and the ability to manage emotions, their own emotions as well as those of others, to move toward both personal and social goals.

Similarly, some other psychologists define emotional intelligence as the display of how effectively people perceive and understand their own emotions, and the emotions of others so as to manage emotional behavior for the better of the society. They contend that intelligence quotient (IQ) tests do not accurately predict one's level of success, because they do not take into consideration emotional competence. The psychologists propose that five traits play a major role in determining one's emotional quotient (EQ), classifying the first three traits as intrapersonal intelligence, and the last two as interpersonal intelligence. Intrapersonal intelligence refers to the ability to understand the emotions of one's own and the capability for self regulation, while interpersonal intelligence deals with the ability to understand the emotions of others and to work in harmony with them.

Here are the five traits mentioned above. The first is self-awareness which means recognizing one's own feeling as it happens. It is the cornerstone of emotional intelligence, and crucial to psychological insight and self-understanding. Next is the self emotion management, namely the ability to handle one's emotions appropriately by controlling impulses and coping with them effectively. The third trait is about being able to use emotions to motivate oneself. This is viewed as the ability to utilize one's emotions toward achieving personal goals. The fourth trait concerns one's ability to recognize the emotions of other people. Being empathetic is a fundamental skill that allows people to recognize subtle social signals that indicate what others need or want. The fifth trait exists in one's ability to manage relationships by accurately acknowledging and displaying one's emotions, while being sensitive to the emotions of others. By understanding these traits relevant to EQ, we can have a clear picture that high emotional intelligence gives us more human qualities and better chances to succeed.



Passage 2



Whether emotional intelligence can or even should be measured in the first place is a highly debatable issue. The argument against emotional quotient (EQ) tests lies in the idea of putting a numerical value to represent a person's quality, especially when related to emotions. Scientific experiments are supposed to be impartial, accurate, and efficient, yet most EQ tests are far from being so. In spite of this fact, many psychologists view EQ tests as a reliable indicator reflecting emotional intelligence as an essential human value leading to success.

First, it must be said that because of the variables in place, no test can be viewed as empirical when it comes to measuring emotional intelligence. For instance, while experimenting in these tests, one must consider the level of honesty and integrity of the subjects. The information from them can easily be skewed
 , as they may be driven to give the answers they believe the test is looking for. It appears that even its most supporting advocates cannot provide empirical evidence of its relevance. However, many of these tests are viewed as generally being valid.

Emotional intelligence can be used as a means to make predictions about some aspects of personality. People with a high level of emotional intelligence may be prawn to have better social support systems which make them less likely to abuse drugs and alcohol, or partake in fights or arguments. However, it doesn't mean that these people stand a better chance to succeed in life than others. EQ can never be viewed as a predictor of life success. Much evidence has showed that people with both high and low levels of EQ can succeed or fail in life. Besides, there are different kinds of success in life that are completely unrelated to emotional intelligence. Even the supporters of emotional intelligence seem to weaken their standpoint for EQ when they agree that it does not provide a clear path towards behaving in a more cohesive manner.

Another major concern about EQ is the lack of agreements among different experiments and research. There seems to be a level of high tension between different schools of thought on EQ. Some seem to downplay the significance of others, or even involuntarily contradict their early findings with their later ones. If there were more cohesion between different studies and schools, the argument for emotional intelligence would be greatly strengthened.

All in all, the existing problems about EQ raise a question over the true value of EQ tests. Without reliable results or feasible implications, is it worthwhile to put in so much manpower?





6．Both Passage 1 and Passage 2 seem to agree that


A．high EQ does not guarantee success in life




B．EQ tests show some reliability and credibility




C．only psychologists can interpret EQ test results and their implications




D．emotional intelligence decides whether a person is introvert or extrovert




E．people with high emotional intelligence have better interpersonal relationships



7．Passage 1 is mainly concerned with


A．what the five traits are that determine one's EQ




B．the definitions about some psychological lingoes




C．the four branches that constitute emotional intelligence




D．why high emotional intelligence leads to success in life




E．the ways to predict and control one's own and others' emotions



8．According to Passage 1, being empathetic is being able to


A．show sympathy and pity on others




B．put yourself in other people's shoes




C．understand what to do to help others




D．have both intrapersonal and interpersonal intelligence




E．perceive emotions through non-verbal communications



9．The major conflict between Passage 1 and Passage 2 is


A．what EI cornerstone is




B．if EQ is an important indicator for success in life




C．why some people with high EQ are not as successful as others




D．how to apply EQ test results and utilize them for success in life




E．whether it is worthwhile to put in so much manpower on EI research



10．It can be inferred that the author of Passage 2 thinks


A．many EQ tests weaken EI research




B．EI and EQ are two different concepts




C．EQ tests should be like scientific experiments




D．many people believe in EI and seek to improve it




E．it is psychologists who conduct EI research to brainwash the public



11．The word "skewed" in Paragraph 2, Passage 2 most nearly means


A．distorted




B．forsaken




C．purported




D．bowdlerized




E．unwarranted



12．Passage 1 could have better strengthened its argument if it had


A．proved that EQ advocates had no empirical evidence




B．named renowned psychologists in the EI research field




C．provided more theories about the relationship between EI and EQ




D．showed examples that people with both high and low EQ are successful




E．made it clear that all the experiment subjects are well trained and unbiased







Questions 13—20 are based on the following passage.

Oil spill can affect the environment in a variety of ways. It can contaminate the water, destroy the coastal habitats, and poison wild lives.

When oil is released into water, it does not blend with the water. Instead, it floats on the surface. Over a very short period of time, the oil spreads out into a very thin layer. This layer, called a slick, expands until it is extremely thin. This thin layer, usually less than 0.01 mm thick, is called a sheen.

Oil spill on the water is subjected to the whims of weather, waves and currents. All these natural forces move the oil across the surface of the water, make it spread out farther and aggravate the contamination. These forces can stir up the oil slick and control the direction the slick moves in. An oil spill occurring far out at sea can be washed ashore by wave and current actions. Rough ocean water can split an oil slick, carrying some oil in one direction and more in another. On the other hand, a near shore oil spill can be totally controlled by current and wave actions that may cause the oil to come ashore, doing a lot of damage there.

Different types of oil react differently on water. Some may gradually evaporate while others may break down. After a sheen is split, a moderate amount of oil may sink and be deposited onto the bottom of the ocean. This usually happens in shallow water where some microbes can feed on the oil, but this in no way can make up for the destruction done during the spill.

Perhaps the most visual part of an oil spill is the harsh effects it has on the coastline. Oil is thick and sticks to everything it touches. Pictures of oil covered birds and sea mammals are common. Harms from direct contact with oil are not only unsightly, but also very dangerous. Birds' feather is to repel water to protect the animals from the elements
 , in addition to allowing them to float on the water when resting or searching for food. When oil cakes the feather of a bird, it keeps the feather from repelling water. Oil also weighs down the bird, keeping it from flying. If the bird isn't cleaned of the oil, it's sure to die. Many birds clean their feather by ingesting oil and die tragically in the process. The same holds true for marine mammals. Marine mammals' fur acts as an insulator to keep them warm in the cold water. When oil saturates the fur, it ruins the ability of the fur to retain heat. Likewise, marine mammals can ingest oil when trying to clean their fur, and die or get poisoned.

While the most visual part of the damage might be the birds and wildlife we see on TV, consider that the oil covers everything right down to a grain of sand. Every rock, every piece of driftwood, sawgrass, sand, soil and every microscopic habitat is destroyed or affected by the thick oil that washes ashore after a spill. Habitat destruction is all obvious with an oil spill. The most visible would be seen on shore and beneath the water. There is a very delicate balance in the reefs and shallow water habitats. Plankton, the smallest organisms, for example, are easily affected by oil spills. This effect moves right on up the food chain. Of particular concern are the very delicate sea life, such as clams and mussels that feed on plankton. Moreover, shore areas are home to the nurseries for different kinds of marine life. These nurseries are delicate and vulnerable to damages from oil spill which can affect the coastal habitat from the smallest shells up to the largest boulders.

In an oil spill, marine and coastal life can be contaminated in a number of ways, through poison by ingestion, destruction of habitats and direct contact with oil. Suppose a marine mammal surfaces far away from the shoreline in the center of a slick. It ingests the oil and is poisoned. Even if this marine mammal is miles away from the oil spill but happens to ingest fish that swam through it, he is also poisoned. The damage is far reaching and hard to evaluate. Ingesting oil can cause a number of problems. Death is an obvious one. However, if an animal ingests oil-saturated food, the effects can be more detrimental than simply making the animal ill. Fish ingest oil suspended in the water through their gills. It is known that this affects their ability to reproduce, but people are not fully aware of the long-term impact on an animal's ability to mate and have viable offspring after being exposed to oil contamination.

Unless there is a concerted effort to clean the shoreline, oil spill will stay on shore until weather and time break it down. It is a slow process during which a lot of damage can be done. Contaminated shorelines are extremely dangerous to all the wildlife in the area. That is why so many environmentalists work diligently to clean beach areas, rocks, and shorelines where so much marine life is concentrated.





13．Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 do which of the following?


A．They present an opinion.




B．They explain an abstract concept.




C．They support part of the thesis statement.




D．They describe an incident happening on the ocean.




E．They explore the relationship between water and oil.



14．Without human intervention, what will happen to an oil spill?


A．It will permanently stay ashore and contaminate the water there.




B．It will form a slick and then a sheen, and stay on water naturally.




C．It will be repeatedly and endlessly washed ashore and then back to the ocean.




D．It will stay on the water forever and float anywhere wind and current actions carry it.




E．It will take a very long time for it to evaporate, break down, or be consumed by ocean wild life.



15．The word "elements" in Paragraph 5 most nearly means


A．natural habitats




B．risks and threats




C．simplest substances




D．fire, earth, air, water




E．weather and environment



16．The author mentions birds' feather and marine mammals' fur in order to show


A．wild life destruction by oil spill




B．how these animals die of oil spill




C．function of birds' feather and mammals' fur




D．harm done due to direct contact with oil spill




E．oil spill effect on flying fowls and swimming mammals



17．According to the passage, which of the following is true?


A．Plankton are on the top of food chain.




B．Clams and mussels never live in deep water.




C．Small shells are the most vulnerable to oil spill damage.




D．Much of marine life is bred and nourished in shore areas.




E．Habitat destruction is more serious than water contamination.



18．It can be inferred from the passage that


A．as technology advances, oil spill can be prevented before much damage is done




B．oil spill is a global problem that affects developed countries and developing countries as well




C．oil contamination can do far more damage to much of marine life's reproductive system than what we know today




D．oil spill can be stopped all at once if people are not so greedy and destructive to the environment which is at their mercy




E．damage done by oil spill is irreversible and people have to face the consequences and pay a costly price for their irresponsible behavior



19．Towards the end of the passage, the author


A．calls for a collective endeavor for a cleaner marine life environment




B．condemns the oil industry for the damage to the shoreline and ocean life




C．explains why it is a slow process to wait for the nature to clean up oil spill




D．advocates that everyone should work painstakingly, like many environmentalists




E．proves that more marine life is concentrated along the shoreline than in the open ocean



20．The primary purpose of the passage as a whole is to


A．discuss the causes of oil spill and ways to prevent it




B．question the scope and extent of oil spill destruction




C．explore different and effective ways to clean oil spill




D．draw attention to the environmental damage done by oil spill




E．urge the public to become active members for environmental protection







Questions 21—24 are based on the following passage.






George Graham Vest (1830—1904) was a U.S. Senator and one of the leading orators and debaters of his time. He gave the speech below in court while representing a man who sued another for killing his dog. During the trial, Vest ignored the testimony, but when his turn came to present a summation to the jury, he made the following speech and won the case.






Gentlemen of the Jury: The best friend a man has in the world may turn against him and become his enemy. His son or daughter that he has reared with loving care may prove ungrateful. Those who are nearest and dearest to us, those whom we trust with our happiness and our good name may become traitors to their faith. The money that a man has, he may lose. It flies away from him, perhaps when he needs it most. A man's reputation may be sacrificed in a moment of ill-considered action. The people who are prone to fall on their knees to do us honor when success is with us, may be the first to throw the stone of malice when failure settles its cloud upon our heads.

The one absolutely unselfish friend that man can have in this selfish world, the one that never deserts him, the one that never proves ungrateful or treacherous
 is his dog. A man's dog stands by him in prosperity and in poverty, in health and in sickness. He will sleep on the cold ground, where the wintry winds blow and the snow drives fiercely, if only he may be near his master's side. He will kiss the hand that has no food to offer. He will lick the wounds and sores that come in encounters with the roughness of the world. He guards the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a prince. When all other friends desert, he remains. When riches take wings, and reputation falls to pieces, he is as constant in his love as the sun in its journey through the heavens.

If fortune drives the master forth, an outcast in the world, friendless and homeless, the faithful dog asks no higher privilege than that of accompanying him, to guard him against danger, to fight against his enemies. And when the last scene of all comes, and death takes his master in its embrace and his body is laid away in the cold ground, no matter if all other friends pursue their way, there by the graveside will the noble dog be found, his head between his paws, his eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even in death.





21．The author gives a long list of examples in the first paragraph in order to


A．illustrate how selfish and ungrateful the world is




B．bring in sharp contrast to the true value of a dog's loyalty




C．convince that people shouldn't rely on their money or fame




D．introduce the thesis statement that the dog is human beings' best companion




E．make his speech about the dog's trustworthiness interesting and entertaining



22．The word "treacherous" in Paragraph 2 most nearly means


A．miserly




B．convivial




C．desultory




D．deceptive




E．flamboyant



23．The sentence "He will lick the wounds and sores that come in encounters with the roughness of the world" can be best paraphrased as


A．he takes care of his master when he is wounded




B．he fences off attacks of the world to protect his master




C．he comforts the underdogs hurt and despised by the world




D．he flatters his master to make him happy when life is hard




E．he never deserts his master no matter where he is and how he feels



24．George Graham Vest won the case due to the fact that


A．the speech was very touching




B．the jury was convinced by his speech




C．the jury was moved by the dog's loyalty




D．his love of the dog is profound and permanent




E．the dog is the only one that remains faithful to the very end






Test Five





Time—25 minutes






24 Questions




Directions:
 For each question in this section, select the best answer from among the choices given and fill in the corresponding circle in the answer sheet.

Each of the following sentences has one or two missing parts. Beneath the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled A, B, C, D, and E．Choose the word or set of words that best completes the sentence as a whole.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







E．reveal







E．allocateD





1．The grass is______after a drought killed off the last year's crops, and now the cattle are too weak to stand and too skinny to sell.


A．arid




B．meager




C．trenchant




D．desiccated




E．indigenous



2．Since the elderly sea otter was considered______and her health had been declining over the past several months, her veterinarian decided the time had come to______her.


A．geriatric … euthanize




B．decrepit … rejuvenate




C．dilapidated … revivify




D．deceased … euphemize




E．languishing … recuperate



3．The president signed a presidential______in______with his wife's launch of a nationwide campaign to tackle childhood obesity.


A．etiquette … premium




B．protocol … relation




C．decorum … accordance




D．notification … agreement




E．memorandum … conjunction



4．The attorney doesn't want to unnecessarily cast______, but nothing is off the table in the probe.


A．evictions




B．aspersions




C．indictments




D．conjectures




E．convictions



5．The public was already annoyed at the inadequate capacity to hand out the shots; to make matters worse, the inadequacy was______by a constantly changing supply.


A．retaliated




B．vindicated




C．pulverized




D．promulgated




E．compounded



6．Utterly various ways of experiencing the planet still do survive, though______and in scattered fashion.


A．tenuously




B．tentatively




C．tangentially




D．sumptuously




E．superciliously



7．The decision to disbelieve all scientific explanations is not be______at; the volume, contradictoriness, and limited comprehensibility of much scientific information leave most people______.


A．shirked … exuberant




B．sneered … bewildered




C．reviled … opprobrious




D．surfeited … dumbfounded




E．culminated … disconcerted



8．Thomas______to the chair left vacant by Bernard who, though disreputable and atrocious, had enjoyed the______of the king and the just authority of the Parliament.


A．usurped … privilege




B．ascended … censure




C．devoted … benefaction




D．succeeded … prerogative




E．condescended … patronage



9．The investigator concluded that while the actions were inappropriate, the context of the video was more of a______, and the______were not malicious.


A．horseplay … antics




B．stupor … suffragists




C．asperity … subpoena




D．affliction … firebrands




E．falsification … espionages



The passages below are followed by questions based on their content; questions following a pair of related passages may also be based on the relationship between the paired passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages and in any introductory materials that may be provided.

Questions 10—14 are based on the following passages.



Passage 1



Space invokes the interest of many. It is a paradise for scientific research. Astronomers and space researchers have already started making efforts in this direction. For laymen, it could be a vacation destination! Although it sounds unbelievable, it has the potential of becoming a reality. The dream once dreaded is seen with thrill today. It is on its way of turning true if we succeed in exploring space. Nations have sponsored manned and unmanned space flights to destinations unexplored in view of making the "impossible", possible.

Exploring space may lead us to the discovery of an all-new world. It has the potential of discovering the undiscovered facts about space, making the impossible possible, and resolving mysteries that surround the outer space.

Space exploration may bring about a dramatic change to our lives. New minerals, new precious materials, new living organisms, and even new human-like species, better developed and better evolved than we are, unexpected progress and advancement these species might have made, may all take us by surprise.

Space exploration can also whet
 the human appetite for adventure. There are many brave souls around the world who wish to take risks in life. They love adventure, and love to challenge themselves. Space exploration gratifies this human desire for adventure, without which human beings would still be at the pristine stage.



Passage 2



Space exploration has been depicted as a good-for-all mission, but is it really a rosy picture, or are there any dark shadows over it?

One of the most important adversities of space exploration is the cost. Space exploration involves both astronomy and space technology. It requires an astronomical
 amount on the journey to space. Internationally, the money spent could be better allocated to reduce poverty in the underdeveloped countries. Nationwide, the wealth could be better diverted towards the welfare of the downtrodden lot of the society. When many cannot even meet their basic needs of life, is it justified to invest so much on space exploration?

On the other hand, manned missions to space impose a tremendous amount of risk on the astronauts who travel to space. Take Challenger Disaster 1986 as an example. It took seven precious lives, not to mention the colossal cost. Human beings traveling in space have to face harsh conditions and challenge themselves to adapt to unfriendly environment. Unmanned missions and those using robots to explore space offer alternatives, but robots involve another new technology, thus incurring additional costs.

The possibility of space discovery is inviting, but we may find something lethal to life on Earth; we may discover something extremely harmful for the living beings on Earth. Dangerous microorganisms, and extraterrestrial beings from space may actually prove pernicious or destructive to human life.

What seems to take us by surprise may land us in trouble. Public interest should serve as the determinant in judging the suitability of space exploration. It is not wise to splurge on space exploration if other basic needs are being ignored, or human lives are at stake.





10．It can be inferred from the passages that the authors


A．are always different in their viewpoints




B．differ in how the money should be spent




C．are a specialist and a layman respectively




D．have been opponents disagreeing with each other




E．are looking at the same issue from different perspectives



11．According to Passage 1, people used to


A．make the impossible possible




B．apprehend vacations in space




C．have unmanned flights to space




D．dream a lot about flying to space




E．do scientific research only, but never take actual flights to space



12．The word "whet" towards the end of Passage 1 most nearly means


A．satisfy




B．saturate




C．sanction




D．stimulate




E．scintillate



13．Which of the following would best weaken the arguments in Passage 2?


A．There is a price for everything.




B．Challenger Disaster 1986 is only an exception.




C．Extraterrestrial beings are definitely not harmful to human beings.




D．The cost to aid the poor is higher than that spent on space exploration.




E．Space exploration may discover more land and supply more food for the poor.



14．In context, the word "astronomical" in Paragraph 2, Passage 2, is related to


A．expenses




B．astronauts




C．spacecraft




D．astronomy




E．flights to space







Questions 15—20 are based on the following passage.

Fiber-optic communication is a means of transmitting information from one place to another by sending light through an optical fiber. Fiber-optic lines are strands of optically pure glass as thin as a human hair, arranged in bundles called optical cables that carry digital information over long distances. The light in a fiber-optic cable travels through the core by constantly bouncing off the walls. Because of this, the light wave can travel great distances. Today more than 80 percent of the world's long-distance voice and data traffic is carried through optical-fiber cables.

Fiber-optic communication systems consist of the following relay devices: a transmitter which produces and encodes the light signals, an optical fiber that conducts the light signals over a long distance, and an optical receiver that receives and decodes the light signals. Sometimes transmitters and receivers are integrated into a single component called a transceiver. For long distance systems, an optical regenerator may be necessary to boost the light signal.

The transmitter is physically close to the optical fiber and may even have a lens to focus the light into the fiber. The receiver takes the incoming digital light signals, decodes them and sends the electrical signal to the other user's computer, TV or telephone. Some signal loss occurs when the light is transmitted through the fiber, especially over long distances. Therefore, one or more optical regenerators are spliced along the cable to boost the degraded light signals.

An optical regenerator consists of optical fibers with a special coating (doping). The doped portion is "pumped" with a laser. When the degraded signal comes into the doped coating, the energy from the laser allows the doped molecules to become lasers themselves. The doped molecules then emit a new, stronger light signal with the same characteristics as the incoming weak light signal. However, some of the light signal degrades within the fiber, mostly due to impurities in the glass. The extent that the signal degrades depends on the purity of the glass and the wavelength of the transmitted light.

Fiber-optic cables are less expensive, thinner, more lightweight and flexible compared to copper wires. Because of this, more fibers can be bundled into a given-diameter cable than copper wires, allowing a much higher carrying capacity. Furthermore, the loss of signal in optical fiber is less than that in copper wire. Besides, unlike electrical signals in copper wires, light signals from one fiber do not interfere with those of other fibers in the same cable. This means clearer phone conversations or TV reception. Allowing faster communication and having less cross-interference between fibers make fiber-optic cable communications very useful in long distance applications.

For short distance applications, such as creating a network within an existing office building, or an airplane, fiber-optic cabling can be used to save space, thanks to its light weight, small size, and high carrying capacity. Fiber is also immune to electrical interference; there is no pickup of environmental noise. Fiber cables do not conduct electricity, which makes fiber a good solution for protecting communications equipment located in high voltage areas. They can also be used in environments where explosive fumes are present, without danger of ignition.

All in all, compared with the conventional communication using copper wires, fiber optic communication is faster and more cost efficient.





15．According to the passage, which of the following is NOT the reason for the widespread application of fiber-optic communication?


A．It is cost efficient.




B．It is a new technology.




C．It has a high carrying capacity.




D．It weights less than copper wires.




E．It is faster than other communication systems.



16．According to the passage, the receiver does which of the following?


A．It receives digital information and sends it to users' terminals in light signals.




B．It picks up and decodes light signals and sends electrical signals to computer terminals.




C．It receives and decodes incoming electrical signals and transfers them into light signals.




D．It receives light signals, decodes them, and sends them with a lens to focus the light into the fiber.




E．It transmits and receives incoming light signals and transfers them into electrical signals before sending them to computer terminals.



17．Why may a regenerator be necessary?


A．The faster the speed, the greater the loss of signals.




B．Transferring signals requires high voltage electricity.




C．The long distances beneath the oceans may cause signal loss.




D．Some receivers are not sensitive enough to pick up weak signals.




E．Some signal loss occurs when the light is transmitted through the fiber.



18．Which of the following decides the degree of signal degrading?


A．the transmitter




B．the regenerator




C．the purity of the glass




D．the length of the fiber-optic lines




E．the number of strands in the optical cables



19．According to the passage, which of the following is true?


A．Wire cables are seldom used in long distance communication.




B．There is no cross-interference between wires in copper cables.




C．Wire cables are more commonly used in smaller areas.




D．Optical fibers only occasionally pick up environmental noise.




E．The cross-interference between fibers is less than that between wires.



20．Fiber cables can be used in high voltage areas, thanks to its


A．capacity to conduct electricity




B．high resistance to high voltage




C．immunity to electrical interference




D．similar nature to that of electricity




E．homogeneous energy level with high voltage







Questions 21—24 are based on the following passage.






The following is an excerpt from a brief speech by Winston Churchill, upon his first appearance at the House of Commons as Great Britain's new Prime Minister. It came at the beginning of World War II when the armies of Adolf Hitler were roaring across Europe, and when the survival of Britain seemed quite uncertain. The speech has ever since become one of the greatest calls-to-arms.






I now invite the House by a resolution to record its approval of the steps taken and declare its confidence in the new government.

The resolution:

"That this House welcomes the formation of a government representing the united and inflexible resolve of the nation to prosecute the war with Germany to a victorious conclusion."

To form an administration of this scale and complexity is a serious undertaking in itself. But we are in the preliminary phase of one of the greatest battles in history. We are in action at many other points-in Norway and in Holland-and we have to be prepared in the Mediterranean. The air battle is continuing, and many preparations have to be made here at home.

In this crisis I think I may be pardoned if 1 do not address the House at any length today, and I hope that any of my friends and colleagues or former colleagues who are affected by the political reconstruction will make all allowances for any lack of ceremony
 with which it has been necessary to act.

I say to the House as I said to ministers who have joined this government, I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and sweat. We have before us an ordeal of the most grievous kind. We have before us many, many months of struggle and suffering.

You ask, what is our policy? I say it is to wage war by land, sea, and air. War with all our might and with all the strength God has given us, and to wage war against a monstrous tyranny never surpassed in the dark and lamentable catalogue of human crime. That is our policy.

You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in one word. It is victory. Victory at all costs—Victory in spite of all terrors—Victory, however long and hard the road may be, for without victory there is no survival.

Let that be realized. No survival for the British Empire, no survival for all that the British Empire has stood for, no survival for the urge, the impulse of the ages that mankind shall move forward toward his goal.

I take up my task in buoyancy and hope. I feel sure that our cause will not be suffered to fail among men. I feel entitled at this juncture, at this time, to claim the aid of all and to say, "Come then, let us go forward together with our united strength."





21．In the first paragraph, the two "its" refer to


A．the resolution's




B．the government's




C．the House of Commons'




D．the resolution's and the House of Commons' respectively




E．the House of Commons' and the government's respectively



22．The word "ceremony" most nearly means


A．courtesy




B．formality




C．celebration




D．convention




E．acquiescence



23．According to the passage, Winston Churchill was ready to


A．call for a concerted effort from the nation




B．do his utmost and make ultimate sacrifice




C．form a complex administration to wage the war




D．make all allowances for the necessity of the war




E．set up a goal for the survival of the British Empire



24．The tone of the passage is primarily one of


A．comfort and urgency




B．encouragement and awe




C．optimism and courage




D．condolence and assurance




E．enticement and instigation






Test Six





Time—20 minutes






19 Questions




Directions:
 For each question in this section, select the best answer from among the choices given and fill in the corresponding circle in the answer sheet.

Each of the following sentences has one or two missing parts. Beneath the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled A, B, C, D, and E．Choose the word or set of words that best completes the sentence as a whole.






Example:


A couple who adopted a boy from Russia sued the adoption agency, claiming that it failed to______to them the extent of the boy's impairment.



A．accept







B．process







C．manipulate







E．reveal







E．allocateD





1．Aikido is a Japanese art of self-defense that employs holds and locks and uses the principles of nonresistance in order to______the strength of the opponent.


A．quell




B．encipher




C．debilitate




D．recuperate




E．underscore



2．Little Red Riding Hood barely escapes the______advances of the______wolf disguised as her grandmother.


A．ravenous … cunning




B．conspicuous … benign




C．insidious … contentious




D．scheming … treacherous




E．meticulous … gluttonous



3．Due to the financial crisis, the government had to severely______funding towards public health program.


A．cringe




B．curtail




C．haggle




D．attenuate




E．procrastinate



4．Modesty can contribute to the development of one's career, while______is a drawback to progress.


A．compliment




B．compunction




C．complacency




D．comeuppance




E．complaisance



5．Being introvert and______in nature, she often shows______in the presence of strangers.


A．demure … garrulity




B．taciturn … constraint




C．bashful … magnanimity




D．judicious … jurisprudence




E．loquacious … embarrassment



The passages below are followed by questions based on their content; questions following a pair of related passages may also be based on the relationship between the paired passages. Answer the questions on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages and in any introductory material that may be provided.

Questions 6—11 are based on the following passages.



Passage 1



Over the past decade, thousands of patents have been granted for what are called business methods. Now the nation's top patent court appears poised to scale back on business-method patents, which have been controversial ever since they were first authorized. In a move that has intellectual-property lawyers abuzz, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit said it would use a case pending before it to conduct a broad review of business-method patents. In re Bilski, as the case is known, is "a very big deal," says Dennis D. Crouch, a patent professor at the University of Missouri School of Law. It "has the potential to eliminate an entire class of patents."

Curbs on business-method claims would be a dramatic about-face, because it was the Federal Circuit itself that ushered in such patents with its 1998 decision in the State Street Bank case, approving a patent on a way of pooling mutual-fund assets. That ruling produced an explosion in business-method patent filings, initially by nascent
 Internet companies trying to stake out exclusive rights to specific types of online transactions. Later, more established companies raced to add such patents to their portfolios, if only as a defensive move against rivals that might beat them to the punch.

The Bilski case involves a claimed patent on a method for hedging risk in the energy market. The Federal Circuit issued an unusual order stating that the case would be heard by all 12 of the court's judges, rather than a typical panel of three, and that one issue it wants to evaluate is whether it should "reconsider" its State Street Bank ruling. The Federal Circuit's action comes in the wake of a series of recent decisions by the Supreme Court that has narrowed the scope of protections for patent holders. Last April, for example, the justices signaled that too many patents were being upheld for "inventions" that are obvious. The judges on the Federal Circuit are "reacting to the anti-patent trend at the Supreme Court," says Harold C. Wegner, a patent attorney and professor at George Washington University Law School.



Passage 2



Many IT professionals may have heard of the Bilski case, in which the Patent Office did not grant a patent for a business method of hedging risk in commodities trading; the Federal Circuit court affirmed the denial, heralding its curtailment of business-method patents. However, any celebration of the imminent death of business method and software patents is premature.

Bilski's argument is that hedging risk in commodities trading shouldn't be categorically excluded from patenting just because it doesn't centrally involve equipment, wires and electricity like the telephone and the telegraph. Only literary works, abstract principles and mental processes can be excluded, the argument goes, and Bilski's invention is none of these.

It is possible, therefore, that the Supreme Court could rule narrowly and reject Bilski's patent using the very permissive standard for patent eligibility argued by his own counsel: abstract ideas and mental processes are not patent-eligible subject matter, but anything else—i.e., anything that is rooted in the "real world," that is, a "practical application of a useful result"—can qualify.

On the other hand, the justices do seem to want some definition of patentability around "science or technology" or the "technological arts." The problem, as Bilski's counsel pointed out during his initial questioning, is how to define technology.
 When Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg commented that in Europe, patentability is tied to a particular definition of technology, Bilski's counsel correctly responded that European patent law excludes business methods, so the European definition should not apply to the U.S. statute.

Reading the tea leaves, the "technology" requirement appeared to resonate with several justices, so this may show up in the final opinion. At the same time, for a variety of reasons, the justices seem concerned about defining technology too narrowly and would probably like the Patent and Trademark Office to step up and provide some further guidance in this area. Indeed, in the court's opinion, technology may end up with the same definition as that given by Justice Potter Stewart in a famous 1964 Supreme Court case: "I know it when I see it."





6．Passage 1 focuses primarily on


A．the drastic change in the definition of technology after the Bilski case




B．the long-lasting controversy over the eligibility of business method patents




C．the impending death of business method patents heralded by the Bilski decision




D．the Federal Circuit's obsequious reaction to the Supreme Court's anti-patent trend




E．the possible influences of a business method patent case to this entire class of patents



7．According to Passage 1, which of the following statements is true?


A．The state Street Bank ruling will be revoked by the Federal Circuit court.




B．The Bilski case would be heard by the bulk of the Federal Circuit court's judges.




C．The Supreme Court's 1998 decision produced an explosion in business method patent filings.




D．The Federal Circuit court and the Supreme Court are accordant in their attitudes towards business method patents.




E．The nascent Internet companies file business method patents as a defensive move against more established companies.



8．The word "nascent" in the second paragraph of Passage 1 most nearly means


A．bristling




B．buttressing




C．burgeoning




D．boisterous




E．bombastic



9．According to Bilski's argument in Passage 2, all of the following could qualify as patent-eligible EXCEPT


A．an asset allocation strategy




B．a "one-click" online payment system




C．a stream-of-consciousness fiction with interior monologues




D．a method of maximizing wealth by buying low and selling high




E．an 80%-effective method of keeping students awake during an antitrust class



10．According to his predication, the author of Passage 2 would most likely to agree with which of the following statements?


A．The Bilski case will harbinger the death penalty of business method patents.




B．The telephone and the telegraph should be categorically excluded from patenting.




C．How to define technology is a matter that concerns the Bilski counsel more than the justices.




D．The Patent and Trademark Office will define technology in accordance with the European definition.




E．The definition of technology will play a significant role in the Supreme Court's ultimate decision of the Bilski case.



11．The authors of Passage 1 and Passage 2 would most likely to agree that


A．The Bilski counsel's argument could be the very reason that the Supreme Court reject Bilsk's patent.




B．The Supreme Court's unfavorable ruling toward the Bilski case demonstrated its anti-patent trend.




C．The Federal Circuit court takes the Bilski case more seriously than any other cases of the same category.




D．There is a conspicuous discrepancy between the Federal Circuit court and the Supreme Court toward the Bilski case.




E．The Bilski case is likely an indication of the Federal Circuit court's intention to diminish the granting of business method patents.







Questions 12—19 are based on the following passage.

Thanks to the sophistication of technology and the advancement of modern medicine, the physical and mental agony of dying has been tremendously prolonged for a considerable number of patients. Many in the medical community acknowledge that the physician-assisted suicide (PAS) debate has been fueled in part by the despair of these patients.

Today most patients with incurable illnesses die in hospital, where they are often kept alive even though their life has become meaningless. In a two-volume report released by the National Academy of Science of the United States, Approaching Death: Improving Care at the End of Life
 , the over-treatment toward dying patients is identified as the main problem of end-of-life care. The aggressive use of ineffectual and forced medical procedures prolongs and even dishonors the period of dying, which makes dignified death a torment
 for most terminally ill patients.

In this circumstance, PAS may be a rational choice for a person who is choosing to die to escape unbearable suffering. Furthermore, the physician's duty to alleviate suffering may, at times, justify the act of providing assistance with suicide. Assistance from physicians should be allowed for terminally ill patients who are mentally competent and who have gone through a sound decision-making process based on full disclosure from their physicians. It is only fair that all mentally competent people are entitled to the right to choose for themselves the course of their life, including how it will end.

Although mentally competent patients with incurable illnesses are allowed to hasten death through treatment refusal by legislation, for some patients, treatment refusal will not suffice to hasten death. For these patients, PAS is an admirable option. Suffering for dying patients means more than pain; there are other physical and psychological burdens. Thus, PAS may be a compassionate response to unbearable suffering. Though the society has strong interest in preserving life, that interest lessens when a person is terminally ill and has strong desire to end his/her life.

The fact is that assisted death already occurs, albeit in secret. For example, morphine drips ostensibly
 used for pain relief may be a covert form of assisted death or euthanasia. That PAS is illegal prevents open discussion, in which patients and physicians could engage, so legalizing PAS would draw public attentions and promote open consultation.

Legalized PAS for patients with incurable illnesses should be part of an overall shift in the way these patients are treated. The new approach should include better education about the dying process, consultation to ensure the patient is not depressed, earlier and more frequent referral to hospice care to allow for better pain management, and additional guidance for patients and their families.

Religious morality is one of the biggest stumbling blocks facing the right-to-die movement. It is argued that assisted suicide is morally wrong because it contradicts the religious beliefs to save people's lives instead of killing them. Most politicians do not oppose physician-assisted suicide; however, they are reluctant to change the legislation because of pressure from constituents. Doctors are reluctant to follow their patients' wishes and their own conscience because they are afraid they will lose their licenses or even be prosecuted for illegal practice.

Opponents of PAS argues that treatment refusal or withholding treatment equates to letting die and is justifiable, whereas PAS equates to killing and is not justifiable. They also state that certain groups of people, lacking access to care and support, may be pushed into assisted death. Furthermore, assisted death may become a cost-containment strategy. Burdened family members and health care providers may encourage option of assisted death.

Although the Supreme Court ruled that there is no constitutional right to physician-assisted suicide, the Court in effect supported the medical principle of "double effect
 ," a centuries-old moral principle holding that an action having two effects—a good one that is intended and a harmful one that is foreseen—is permissible if the actor intends only the good effect.





12．This passage primarily intends to


A．compare the antagonistic views of a suicide mode




B．present a comprehensive discussion of a controversial issue




C．deliver a historical retrospect over the legislation of a medical technique




D．advocate the legalization and extensive application of an euthanasia method




E．denounce the immorality of the medical profession through detailed illustrations



13．The author applies which of the following figurative devices in the first sentence of Paragraph 1?


A．anaphora




B．antithesis




C．enantiosis




D．oxymoron




E．periphrasis



14．In the last sentence of Paragraph 2, the word "torment" is used to emphasize that


A．most patients with terminal illnesses have illusions




B．most patients with terminal illnesses are haunted by ghosts




C．it is in all probability that most terminally ill patients will die with dignity




D．the period of dying has become unbearable for most terminally ill patients




E．dying with dignity is what most terminally ill patients craving for but fail to get



15．According to the passage, all of the following can serve as the reasons why PAS should be allowed EXCEPT


A．the prolonged physical and mental agony of dying




B．the terminally ill patients' wish to die with dignity




C．the insufficiency of treatment refusal to hasten death




D．the fact that it is the only option for terminally ill patients




E．the physician's responsibility to assuage patients' suffering



16．In the second sentence of Paragraph 5, the word "ostensibly" most nearly means


A．secretly




B．covertly




C．apparently




D．cryptically




E．deleteriously



17．According to the passage, which of the following is true about PAS?


A．People with no religious belief has stronger proclivity to denounce PAS.




B．In the United States, there are more proponents than opponents of PAS.




C．There is no constitutional right for physicians to assist patients in ending their lives.




D．It's the advancement of modern medicine that makes PAS an optimal option for dying patients.




E．For both mentally and physically incompetent patients, PAS is a sagacious way to end their sufferings.



18．According to the "double effect" mentioned in the last paragraph,


A．A physician's medication is no longer justified by his intention.




B．A physician will be prosecuted if he prescribes high dosages of morphine to a terminally ill patient.




C．It is unethical for a physician to watch a patient suffering without prescribing medication to alleviate the pain.




D．If a physician foresees that the medication may hasten death, he should not prescribe it to the patient.




E．Physicians can risk their patients' suicide as long as they prescribe the drug for a legitimate medical purpose.



19．Which of the following can be inferred from this passage?


A．The Supreme Court plays a leading role in the opposition of PAS.




B．Most people in the medical and political community are in favor of PAS.




C．Modern medicine has assisted terminally ill patients in painless recuperation.




D．It is legal in US for patients with terminal illnesses to refuse treatment in order to hasten death.




E．PAS is not as much an ethical issue that arouses controversy as a technical issue that requires medical advancement.






Answer Key





A．Sentence Completion Tests




Test One:
 C　C　A　E　C　D　B　A　B　A　E　A


Test Two:
 B　A　C　B　E　A　C　B　C　E　A　B


Test Three:
 C　B　E　E　D　A　C　A　B　E　B　D


Test Four:
 B　D　D　C　A　A　C　E　B　C　A　B



B．Passage-Based Tests





Eight Short Passages



1．E　B　E　B　A

2．B　C　B　B　A

3．B　D　A　E

4．D　D　B　D

5．C　A　C　A　D

6．A　D　E　A　B

7．C　C　B　B

8．D　A　D　C　A



Eight Long Passages



1．B　C　E　E　A　D　C　B

2．A　C　B　C　E　A　C　E　D　E

3．C　A　C　E　C　D　B　C　B　B

4．E　E　E　A　D　C　B　E　A　E

5．B　D　A　B　E　A　B　A　B

6．D　D　A　B　B　B　C　E　C　C

7．E　A　C　E　A　C　C　E　D

8．E　A　D　A　A　D　C　D　A



Eight Pairs of Comparative Passages



1．A　B　E　C　C　D

2．C　B　C　E　D

3．B　B　C　C　C　C

4．D　C　B　A

5．E　B　E　A　B

6．E　B　D　B　A　D

7．C　C　D　B　B

8．C　C　E　A　C



C．Timed Tests




Test One:
 A　B　E　D　C　C　E　C　A　E　C　A　C　D　C　E　D　A　C　B　D　E　E　A


Test Two:
 C　B　C　E　D　A　D　C　E　E　E　E　B　D　A　C　E　C　C　E　A　D　C　A


Test Three:
 E　B　D　A　E　E　D　E　E　E　B　B　A　C　A　E　B　B　D


Test Four:
 A　E　D　D　B　E　B　B　B　C　A　E　C　E　E　D D　C　A　D　B　D　C　B


Test Five:
 B　A　E　B　E　A　B　D　A　E　B　D　A　A　B　B　E　C　E　C　C　B　B　C


Test Six:
 C　D　B　C　B　E　D　C　C　E　E　B　C　D　D　C　C　E　D




Explanations of Answer Key





A．Sentence Completion Tests





Test One





1．The answer is C.



From the object clause more than 3.5 million children seek medical attention each year as a result of sports injuries
 , we can infer that the blank must have something to do with treating injuries caused by sports. Of all the choices, only Choice C fits this requirement.



Pandemic
 ＝prevalent through an entire country or the whole world, universal





Epidemic
 ＝affecting many people at the same time, widespread





Orthopedic
 ＝pertaining to correct the discomfort or disorders of the spine and joints





Chronic
 ＝having long duration





Respiratory
 ＝pertaining to the act or process of breathing





2．The answer is C.



The conjunction though
 implies a contrast between Amanda's nature and her behavior at the family reunion. Since the sentence tells us that Amanda talked a lot at the family reunion today
 , the word we are looking for must have opposite meaning to talkative.




Garrulous
 ＝excessively talkative





Equivocal
 ＝uncertain, questionable, dubious, suspicious





Taciturn
 ＝silent, reserved in speech





Arrogant
 ＝insolently proud, haughty





Gregarious
 ＝sociable





3．The answer is A.



Since the object is the genome
 (the total amount of genetic information in the chromosomes of an organism, including its genes and DNA sequences), the verb we are looking for should have the meaning of order.




Sequence
 ＝to determine the order of (chemical units in a polymer chain)





Relinquish
 ＝to renounce or surrender, to give up





Attenuate
 ＝to weaken, to make thin, to render less virulent





Beseech
 ＝to implore urgently, to beg eagerly





Recant
 ＝to withdraw or disavow, to retract





4．The answer is E.



Since this sentence discusses earthquakes
 , the statement should come from an expert in the study of earthquakes.



Archaeologist
 ＝a scientist who studies historic or prehistoric peoples





Entomologist
 ＝a scientist who studies the branch of zoology dealing with insects





Neurologist
 ＝a physician specializing in neurology





Anthropologist
 ＝a scientist who studies humans





Seismologist
 ＝a scientist who studies earthquakes and their phenomena





5．The answer is C.



Since the players have failed in both domestic and international competitions
 , they would be expected to see the pub as a departure
 from such abject
 (wretched) sorrow.




Salvation
 ＝a source of saving or protecting





Prudence
 ＝conservative wisdom





Remorse
 ＝regret





Adulation
 ＝admiration





Solace
 ＝peaceful respite





Melancholy
 ＝sadness





Elation
 ＝extreme happiness





6．The answer is D.



If there are subheadings giving further details
 in the newspaper, then it can be inferred that the headlines are already very detailed
 and elaborated.




Velocity
 ＝speed of motion, rapidity, swiftness





Vertebrate
 ＝having a backbone or spinal column





Venerate
 ＝to regard or treat with respect





Verbose
 ＝wordy, not laconic





Vacillate
 ＝to waver, to be indecisive





7．The answer is B．



Although the brother does not like his job, he continues to work at
 it. Similarly, the sister does not like her boyfriend, but she still wants to retain the relationship.
 Therefore, the first blank should mean want
 , while the second blank should be a word with negative meanings.



Predisposed
 ＝giving an inclination to something beforehand





Indifferent
 ＝having little interest or concern, not caring





Adroit
 ＝cleverly skillful, resourceful, ingenious





Ascetic
 ＝rigorously austere, exceedingly strict or severe





Apathetic
 ＝having or showing little or no emotion





Prone
 ＝having a natural inclination or tendency





Articulate
 ＝using language easily or fluently





8．The answer is A.



From the phrase rather than
 , we can infer that the word for the blank has opposite meaning to aphorism
 (a terse saying embodying a general truth, or astute observation).



Drivel
 ＝nonsense, childish, silly, or meaningless talk or thinking





Adage
 ＝a traditional saying, proverb





Dictum
 ＝a judicial assertion, saying, maxim





Motto
 ＝a maxim accepted as the guiding principle





Axiom
 ＝a self-evident truth, a universally accepted principle





9．The answer is B.



If his professor only took a quick
 and casual
 glance at his paper, then the student must feel very displeased.




Perfunctory
 ＝hasty and superficial, lacking interest





Miffed
 ＝put into an unpleasant or irritable mood





Cursory
 ＝hasty, superficial





Exultant
 ＝extremely happy, triumphant





Patronizing
 ＝displaying or indicative of an offensively condescending manner





Vexed
 ＝irritated, annoyed





Studious
 ＝diligent, zealous, assiduous





10．The answer is A.



Since the new employer can easily pick up the computer knowledge in a short time, this is a problem that can be easily solved. Therefore, the word we are looking for should have the meaning of cannot be solved.




Insuperable
 ＝incapable of being overcome or surmounted





Inconsequential
 ＝having little or no importance, insignificant, trivial





Injudicious
 ＝showing lack of judgment, unwise, imprudent





Implausible
 ＝provoking disbelief, unlikely





Implicit
 ＝implied





11．The answer is E.



If the Arctic is largely ice-free within ten years
 , then the word for the first blank should mean melting.


Since this situation will cause natural disasters
 , the second word we are looking for should have negative meanings. Of all the choices, only the second word in Choice E has negative connotation, thus E is the right answer.



Serenity
 ＝calmness, tranquility





Impeccability
 ＝faultlessness, flawlessness





Patriotism
 ＝devoted love and support of one's country





Thaw
 ＝to change from a frozen to liquid state, to melt





Lamentation
 ＝an expression of grief or sorrow





12．The answer is A.



Since the drivers need to exert extreme caution
 to reach the top of the mountain, the curves must be very winding
 and the road must be very steep.




Serpentine
 ＝having a winding course





Precipitously
 ＝steeply





Jagged
 ＝having a harsh, rough, or uneven quality





Abruptly
 ＝steeply, precipitously





Itinerant
 ＝traveling from place to place





Test Two





1．The answer is B.



Because it allows teachers and students to assess complex and subjective criteria
 , the word for the first blank should be a noun with the meaning of direction
 or guide
 which aims to describe
 or portray consistent assessment criteria.




Proclaim
 ＝to announce or declare in an official or open manner





Rubric
 ＝a title, heading, or direction in a manuscript or book





Delineate
 ＝to describe or outline with precision





Picturesque
 ＝visually charming or pleasing, as if resembling a painting





Abstract
 ＝summary, epitome





Archive
 ＝any extensive record or collection of data





2．The answer is A.



The word ladder
 indicates that the word we are looking for means climbing up or down.
 Pay attention that all these five choices in this question look very similar in spelling. Try to distinguish their meanings, especially Choice A, B, D, and E.


Note
 : Both accede
 and assent
 are intransitive verbs. If followed by an object, they require the preposition to. Accent
 is usually used as a noun, meaning "prominence of a syllable"; it can also be a transitive verb which means "give emphasis to".



Ascend
 ＝to move, to climb, or to go upward, to mount, to rise





Accede
 ＝to agree, to assent, to give approval





Accelerate
 ＝to cause faster or greater activity, to hasten the occurrence of





Assent
 ＝to agree or concur, to give in, to yield





Accent
 ＝to give emphasis or prominence to, to mark with a written accent





3．The answer is C.



The first sentence implies a contrast to the second one. Since a broad horizon helps you to be successful, you will get nowhere if your attitude is opposite to broad.




Precipitated
 ＝hastening the occurrence of, bringing about hastily, or suddenly





Petrified
 ＝benumbed or paralyzed with astonishment or horror





Parochial
 ＝very limited in scope or outlook, provincial





Perpetuated
 ＝preserved from extinction or oblivion





Pithy
 ＝brief, forceful, and meaningful in expression, full of substance, terse





4．The answer is B.




Note
 : for two-blank sentence completion questions, we can always tackle the easier blank first.

From the conjunction as
 , we can identify that there is a cause-and-effect relationship in the later part of this sentence. Since the effort was doomed to failure
 , it is reasonable to infer that the temper of times
 is not good.

Therefore, we are looking for a negative word for the second blank. Both inimical
 and hostile
 can fit into the second blank. Then the answer is either Choice B or Choice C.

By looking at the first word, we then can get the answer. It is impossible for somebody to keep with his aversion
 ; therefore, Choice B is the right answer for this question.



Conviction
 ＝a fixed or firm belief





Holistic
 ＝incorporating the concept of whole in theory or practice





Predilection
 ＝a preference, partiality, or bias





Inimical
 ＝adverse, unfavorable, harmful, unfriendly, hostile





Aversion
 ＝a strong feeling of dislike, opposition





Impulse
 ＝an impelling action of force





Amicable
 ＝showing goodwill, friendly, peaceable





Salacious
 ＝lustful or lecherous





5．The answer is E.



Since this is a high school bullying sandal
 , the words for both blanks should have similar meanings to bully.
 Of all the choices, only E fits this requirement, and thus is the right answer for this question.



Reprimand
 ＝to reprove or rebuke severely





Respire
 ＝to breathe, to inhale and exhale





Chasten
 ＝ to restrain, to subdue, to tame





Chronicle
 ＝to record event in chronological order





Daunt
 ＝to overcome with fear, to intimidate





Defer
 ＝to put off, to delay





Deplore
 ＝to regret deeply or strongly, to lament





Debunk
 ＝to expose as being pretentious, false or exaggerated





Berate
 ＝to scold, to rebuke





Taunt
 ＝to mock, to reproach in a sarcastic, insulting, or jeering manner





6．The answer is A.



The conjunction because
 implies a cause-and-effect relation in this sentence and the word nothing explains why the attorney didn't oppose the letters being disclosed. It is reasonable to deduce that the attorney
 (lawyer) does not oppose the letters being disclosed because they contain nothing negative about his case.

Both release
 and publicity
 work for the first blank, but only incriminating
 can fit into the second blank. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer for this question.


Note
 : Try to distinguish incriminating
 from indiscriminating.




Incriminating
 ＝showing or suggesting involvement in a crime





Disinterested
 ＝unbiased, objective, not interested, indifferent





Indiscriminating
 ＝not differentiating





Rebuttal
 ＝act of refutation, denial





Provisional
 ＝temporary or conditional





Retention
 ＝the action of retaining, the capability to remember





Recalcitrant
 ＝resisting authority or control, not obedient or compliant





7．The answer is C.



A suspect has to be proved guilty of a crime before serving time in the prison, so the word we are looking for should mean be proved guilty
 of a charge.


Note
 : A suspect can be vindicated with, accused with, convicted of
 , or acquitted of
 a crime, but only one who is convicted of
 a crime will go to jail.



Be vindicated with
 ＝be cleared from an accusation, suspicion





Be accused with
 ＝be charged with a crime, wrongdoing, fault





Be convicted of
 ＝be proved or declared guilty of an offense





Be acquitted of
 ＝be declared not guilty, be relieved from a charge of a crime





Abdicate
 ＝to give up or renounce a throne, right, or responsibility





8．The answer is B.



Since the meaning and association of language are subtle
 (not immediately obvious or comprehensible, difficult to detect or analyze), only a genius can use it precisely with certainty
 and confidence.
 Choice A would have been the right answer, but the word aloofness
 makes it unlikely an option. Both blanks should have the same meaning.



Aloofness
 ＝detachment, at a distance in feeling or interest





Conservatism
 ＝preservation of tradition, opposition to change





Alacrity
 ＝cheerful readiness, promptness, or willingness





Eloquence
 ＝the practice or art of using language with fluency and aptness





Ruthlessness
 ＝cruelty, mercilessness, without pity or compassion





9．The answer is C.



As is mentioned before, for two-blank sentence completion questions, we can tackle the easier blank first.

In this sentence, the second blank could be a period
 or an era.
 Then let's go back to the first words in Choice B and C．The right collocation should be pay a tribute to
 instead of pay a regard to.
 Therefore, Choice C is the answer for this question.



Epic
 ＝a heroic poem





Tribute
 ＝a statement made in acknowledgment, gratitude, or admiration





Veneration
 ＝a feeling of awe, respect





Epitaph
 ＝a commemorative inscription on a tomb





10．The answer is E.



If the insurance company began including credit scores
 , then the amount
 of insurance cost might increase. For the first blank, both Choice C and E may fit into the context, but only calibrate
 can work for the second blank. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer for this question.



Disparage
 ＝to depreciate, to belittle, to speak of slightingly





Credential
 ＝evidence of authority, entitlement to privileges





Gauge
 ＝to determine the force of, to measure





Expenditure
 ＝expense, consumption





Brokerage
 ＝commission charged by a broker





Supplement
 ＝to complete, to add to, or to extend a whole





Premium
 ＝the amount paid for coverage under the contract





Calibrate
 ＝to determine or check the range and accuracy of





11．The answer is A.



Since the cathedrals were positioned haphazardly
 (at random, carelessly), it can be inferred that the architect did not plan their location
 or position
 carefully. Both Choice A and B work well for the first blank. We are looking for a negative word for the second blank to match haphazardly
 , so apt
 can be eliminated. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer for this question.



Situation
 ＝location or position with reference to environment





Incongruous
 ＝incompatible, inappropriate





Apt
 ＝inclined, disposed, likely, unusually intelligent





Ambience
 ＝mood, character, atmosphere, environment





Salubrious
 ＝favorable to health, wholesome





Durability
 ＝enduringness, long-lastingness





Majesty
 ＝supreme greatness or authority; sovereignty





12．The answer is B.



The word unlike
 indicates a contrast between the perspectives of photographers on Earth
 and those of astronauts in the space.
 Therefore, the word we are looking for should have the meaning of new
 or different.




Unwarranted
 ＝lacing justification or authorization





Unprecedented
 ＝never known or experienced, unparalleled





Undermined
 ＝destroyed, attacked, weakened





Unilateral
 ＝involving one side only





Undulated
 ＝having a wavy form or surface





Test Three





1．The answer is C.



Restive children are usually refractory and agitated. From the word impossible
 , we can infer that the word for the blank should have the opposite meaning to restive.




Animus
 ＝strong dislike, hostile attitude, purpose, or intention





Anguish
 ＝acute distress, suffering, or pain





Serenity
 ＝calmness, tranquility





Agitation
 ＝a state of excitement, disturbance, or worry





Commotion
 ＝violent motion, noisy disturbance





2．The answer is B.



Since this person refused to change her stubborn ways
 and remained to be so, the word we are looking for should be a synonym of stubborn.
 Of all the choices, recalcitrant
 is closest in meaning with stubborn.
 Therefore, Choice B is the right answer for this question.



Arbitrary
 ＝subject to individual will, unreasonable





Recalcitrant
 ＝resisting authority or control, hard to deal with





Oblivious
 ＝unconscious, unaware, forgetful





Concomitant
 ＝existing or occurring together, accompanying





Provocative
 ＝stimulating, irritating, vexing





3．The answer is E.



NASA stands for National Aeronautics and Space Administration, a federal organization in the United States. Since it is an organization, we can deduce that the word for the first blank should mean beginning, founding
 or establishment.
 The word great
 implies something positive or influential.



Inauguration
 ＝the ceremonial induction into a position, usually for presidential position





Advent
 ＝an arrival or coming





Appellation
 ＝an identifying name or title





Prophecy
 ＝a predication, foretelling, or guess





Exhortation
 ＝an utterance conveying urgent advice or recommendations





Inception
 ＝beginning, start, commencement





Feat
 ＝an extraordinary act or achievement




Note
 : Pay attention to the differences between feat
 and feast, funding
 and founding.




4．The answer is E.



If they became disillusioned
 (free from idealism, disenchanted) with a project, it is reasonable for them to cancel
 or withdraw
 their investment from this project. Of all the choices, only abrogate
 has this meaning. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer for this question.



Perpetuate
 ＝to cause to continue, to preserve from extinction or oblivion





Insulate
 ＝to prevent or reduce the transmission of electricity, heat, or sound





Bolster
 ＝to support, to uphold





Constrain
 ＝to force, to combine, to confine





Abrogate
 ＝to abolish by formal means, to put an end to





5．The answer is D.



High-tech video games are designed to satisfy
 or relieve
 people's hunger for adventures. Of all the choices, only appease
 has the required meaning and fits into the context. Therefore, Choice D is the right answer.



Nullify
 ＝to render legally void, to deprive of value, to make futile





Beatify
 ＝to make extremely happy





Harmonize
 ＝to bring into harmony or agreement





Appease
 ＝to ease, to satisfy, to relieve, to assuage





Enhance
 ＝to raise to a higher degree or intensity, to magnify




Note
 : Try to distinguish "beatify"
 from "beautify".




6．The answer is A.



The structure do anything but
 implies strong negation. Therefore, the students will do anything but believe in him
 means that they do not believe in him at all.

Then we can infer that there must be an apparent
 (obvious) difference
 between his words and actions.

Both Choice B and C have opposite meaning to the word we are looking for. Choice D and E have nothing to do with difference
 or inconsistency.
 Of all the choices, only A fits into the context.



Discrepancy
 ＝an instance of difference or inconsistency





Coherency
 ＝coherence＝ logical or natural connection, consistency





Persistence
 ＝continued effort or existence, tenacity





Acutance
 ＝a measure of the sharpness of a photographic image





7．The answer is C.



The first part of this sentence discusses the function of blood screening
 , while the second part discusses people's reaction toward this technology.

From the conjunction but
 , we can identify that there is a contrast between the first and second part of this sentence.

Thus, it can be inferred that the proposal to make this technology mandatory
 (obligatory or compulsory) is not welcomed.

Of all the choices, only the second word in Choice C fits into the context. Therefore, Choice C is the right answer for this question.



Aerobic
 ＝requiring the presence of air or free oxygen





Strenuous
 ＝demanding or requiring vigorous exertion, laborious





Metabolic
 ＝pertaining to the chemical process that occur in living organisms





Salutation
 ＝an act that serves as a greeting





8．The answer is A.



From the logic flow of this sentence, we can infer that the word for the second blank should be an antonym of modern.
 Both traditional
 and archaic
 can fit into the second blank.

However, the first word in Choice C does not make any sense in this context. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.



Assimilate
 ＝to take in and incorporate as one's own, to absorb





Extinguish
 ＝to put out, to bring to an end





Archaic
 ＝antiquated, primitive, ancient, old





Elude
 ＝to avoid or escape, to evade





Exotic
 ＝having foreign origin or character, not native





Incorporate
 ＝to take in or include as a part





Colossal
 ＝extraordinarily great in size, huge, gigantic





9．The answer is B.



Since different people have different motivation levels, they need to be treated individually or separately. The word for the first blank should be a synonym of differ
 , while the word for the second blank should be a synonym of separately.




Respectively
 ＝separately, sequentially





Respectfully
 ＝showing politeness or deference





Alternate
 ＝to interchange repeatedly and regularly in time or place





Elevate
 ＝to move to a higher position, to lift up





Indiscriminate
 ＝lacking in care, judgment, or selectivity




Note
 : Try to distinguish "respectively"
 from "respectfully".




10．The answer is E.



For two-blank sentence completion questions, we usually look at the easier blank first. In this sentence, both inclination
 and predisposition
 can fit into the second blank. But meditative
 does not fit into the first blank. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer for this question.


Note
 : The phrase put something into perspective
 means put something into its correct place or look at something from a right angle. Try to distinguish perspective
 from prospective
 which means potential, expected.



Meditative
 ＝thinking about something deeply, contemplative





Accelerative
 ＝tending to speed up





Physique
 ＝physical structure, appearance, or development





Superlative
 ＝having the highest quality, supreme, extreme





Susceptive
 ＝susceptible＝ receptive＝ able or quick to receive





Module
 ＝a separable component, a selected unit of measure





Perspective
 ＝a visible scene, a mental view





Predisposition
 ＝inclination or tendency beforehand





11．The answer is B.



Since this is a conspiracy that was quelled by the royal family, the word for the blank should have the meaning of overthrow, steal
 or take over by force.




Surpass
 ＝to go beyond in extent, to exceed





Usurp
 ＝to seize and hold by force





Careen
 ＝to lean, to sway or tip to one side





Fuddle
 ＝to confuse, to make drunk, to intoxicate





Oscillate
 ＝to swing, to vary or vacillate





12．The answer is D.



Among these five Choices, both query
 and inquiry
 can work well for the first blank, but only subject
 can fit into the second blank. Therefore, Choice D is the right answer for this question.


Note
 : The phrase be subject to
 means be under influence, be exposed to. Be object to
 is not a phrase, but there is the phrase object to
 , which means dispute or question.



Superfluous
 ＝more than sufficient or required, excessive, unnecessary or needless





Query
 ＝a question, an inquiry





Scrupulous
 ＝extremely careful or precise





Inquiry
 ＝a seeking or request for truth, an investigation





Acquisition
 ＝the act of gaining possession





Prevalent
 ＝widespread, predominant





Test Four





1．The answer is B.



From the logic flow of this sentence, we can infer that the first blank requires a word that can modify effort from around the world, and the second missing word has a negative meaning matching terrorists.


Both united
 and concerted
 can fit into the first blank, but posterity
 does not make any sense in the second blank. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.



Posterity
 ＝succeeding or future generations





Concerted
 ＝planned or devised together, performed together in cooperation





Catastrophe
 ＝a sudden or widespread disaster





Calamity
 ＝a great misfortune or disaster





Intrepid
 ＝resolutely fearless, dauntless





Mischance
 ＝a mishap or misfortune





Meticulous
 ＝showing extreme care, precise, thorough





Panacea
 ＝a remedy for all disease, cure-all





2．The answer is D.



Terry Fox is a Canadian national icon who embarked on a cross-Canada run to raise fund for and awareness of cancer research. His right leg was amputated in 1977 after he was diagnosed with osteosarcoma, but he continued to run with an artificial leg.

Even if you do not know the story of Terry Fox, you can still get the right answer by putting these five words into the blank. The only possible collocation is synthetic
 leg.



Soporific
 ＝tending to cause sleepiness





Sequestered
 ＝removed into solitude, secluded, separated





Sententious
 ＝abounding in maxims, self-righteous





Synthetic
 ＝not real, made artificially





Scurvy
 ＝contemptible, despicable, mean




Note
 : When the word scurvy
 is a noun, it means a disease marked by swollen and bleeding gums, caused by a lack of Vitamin C.



3．The answer is D.



All the first words in the five choices seem fit for the first blank, so you can start with the second blank. The word continue
 implies that his persistent argument will go on. Of the five Choices, only stoke
 meets the requirement.



Suborn
 ＝to bribe, to induce unlawfully to perform some misdeed





Shun
 ＝to keep way from





Stanch
 ＝to stop the flow of





Stratify
 ＝to form in layers





Bar
 ＝to exclude or except, to prevent or hinder





Stoke
 ＝to stir up, to tend the fire of, to supply with fuel





Repeal
 ＝to revoke or withdraw formally or officially





Subside
 ＝to become quiet, to abate, to settle





4．The answer is C.



Since the letter he received included a final warning, we can infer that the word we are looking for should be a synonym of warning.




Obfuscation
 ＝the act of making something obscure or unclear





Transgression
 ＝violation of a law or command





Reprimand
 ＝a severe rebuke, a formal warning





Intransigence
 ＝the act of refusing to agree or compromise, inflexibility





Insolence
 ＝offensive and rude behavior, disrespect





5．The answer is A.



The phrase due to
 indicates a cause-and-effect logic relation in this sentence. The cause is the pollution, while the effect is that the water is not safe to drink anymore. Of all the choices, only the word potable
 fits into the context. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer for this question.



Potable
 ＝fit or suitable for drinking





Portable
 ＝easily carried or conveyed by hand





Potent
 ＝powerful, mighty, cogent, persuasive





Precarious
 ＝uncertain, unstable, insecure





Porous
 ＝permeable to water, having pores, easy to penetrate




Note
 : Try to distinguish potable
 from portable.




6．The answer is A.



Since the same thing happened twice in the same cursed place, it is reasonable to say that this is a repetition
 of history. Besides, the words unbearable, cruelty,
 and cursed
 indicate some misfortune, so the second missing word can only be decapitating.




Gyre
 ＝a circular course or motion





Decapitate
 ＝to cut off the head of





Epoch
 ＝a particular period of time marked by distinctive features





Germinate
 ＝to begin to grow or develop, to come into existence





Homage
 ＝respect or reverence





Commemorate
 ＝to honor the memory of





Insularity
 ＝isolation, detachment





Enlist
 ＝to enroll for military service, to enter into some cause





Redundancy
 ＝the state of being superfluous





Mollify
 ＝to soften in feeling or temper, to pacify, to appease





7．The answer is C.



From the words forced
 and favorite
 , we can infer that the word for the first blank should mean give up
 , while the word for the second blank should be a synonym of sullen
 (sulky, gloomy).



Annul
 ＝to make void, to abolish, to cancel, to invalidate





Nefarious
 ＝extremely evil, wicked, or sinful





Composed
 ＝calm, tranquil, serene





Relinquish
 ＝to renounce or surrender, to give up, to put aside





Morose
 ＝ill-tempered or gloomy





Exterminate
 ＝to destroy completely, to eliminate





Devastated
 ＝destroyed, ruined, overwhelmed





Obliterate
 ＝to destroy every trace of, to wipe out completely





Brazen
 ＝shameless or impudent





8．The answer is E.



If the teachers want to promote mutual respect, then they must strive to stop
 the violence. The action of rewarding bullies is an offense
 to their efforts.



Demeanor
 ＝conduct, behavior, deportment





Denounce
 ＝to condemn openly, to accuse





Drudgery
 ＝menial, dull or hard work





Eschew
 ＝to keep away from, to shun, to avoid





Epithet
 ＝word or phrase describing an actual quality





Grapple
 ＝to seize, to hold, or to fasten





Manifesto
 ＝a public declaration of intentions or opinions





Misconstrue
 ＝to misunderstand, to misinterpret





Affront
 ＝a deliberate insult, an offensive act





Deter
 ＝to discourage or restrain, to prevent, to check





9．The answer is B.



It can be inferred from this sentence that the movie is a representation
 of the future world. Of all these five choices, only the word microcosm
 has this meaning and fits into the context. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer for this question.



Miasma
 ＝pollution in the atmosphere





Microcosm
 ＝a miniature representation of something, a little world





Milieu
 ＝surroundings, location, or setting





Minutiae
 ＝precise details, small or trifling matters





Mirth
 ＝amusement, laughter, merriment





10．The answer is C.



If a person is found guilty of embezzlement
 (converting money or property entrusted fraudulently to one's own use), then it is highly possible that he be required to surrender
 his property as a penalty.



Concede
 ＝to admit or acknowledge as true





Defray
 ＝to provide money for, to pay





Forfeit
 ＝to surrender as a penalty, to be liable to lose because of a mistake or fault





Gape
 ＝to stare with open mouth, as in wonder or amazement





Liquidate
 ＝to settle or pay a debt, to convert into cash





11．The answer is A.



Obviously, the sentence is about something in addition to the payment for the services. It is often based on the quality of the service and is about 10% to 15% of the service charge. Therefore, the word we are looking for must be a synonym of tip.



Note
 : Try to distinguish these five choices. All these five words refer to an amount of money received, but they have different connotations.



Gratuity
 ＝a gift of money for service, tip





Stipend
 ＝a periodic payment, fixed or regular pay, salary





Revenue
 ＝the income of a government, an amount of money regularly coming in Allowance
 ＝an amount of money granted on a regular basis





Bonus
 ＝something given or paid above what is due





12．The answer is B.



The words cyclists
 and ride
 indicate that this sentence is about traffic lane's location or position. The first missing word must be about location and should be followed by to. Only Choice B meets the requirement.



Abject
 ＝utterly hopeless, miserable, contemptible, despicable





Ridge
 ＝a long, narrow elevation of land





Adjacent
 ＝lying near, close, adjoining, neighboring





Median
 ＝a middle point





Oblivious
 ＝unconscious, unaware, forgetful





Impervious
 ＝impenetrable, incapable of being injured





Maladroit
 ＝unskillful, awkward, tactless





Podium
 ＝a small platform for a lecturer





B. Passage-Based Questions





Eight Short Passages





Passage 1





1．The answer is E.



Choice A is supported by the second sentence of Paragraph One: Though very few people went to college at that time, Noah went to Yale, Connecticut's only college then, because of his great passion in learning.


Choice B is supported by the third sentence of Paragraph Two: Noah … also added American words that weren't in English dictionaries.


Choice C is supported by the last sentence of Paragraph One: For the following 100 years, this book taught American children how to read, spell, and pronounce words.


Choice D can be summarized from the second paragraph of this passage.

Choice E is not true because Noah used American spellings like "color" and "music" in his dictionary, but he didn't distinguish the difference between the American and English ways of spelling.



2．The answer is B.



The phrase embark upon
 appeared in the second sentence of paragraph 2: He embarked upon the pioneering undertaking of writing an American dictionary when he was 43 years old.
 Since this is a pioneering undertaking, the phrase should have the meaning of begin.
 Of all the choices, initiate
 has the closest meaning. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.



Usher
 ＝to lead, to introduce





Initiate
 ＝to begin, to set going, to originate





Herald
 ＝to announce, to proclaim, to indicate or signal the coming of





Induct
 ＝to install in an office, to introduce





Inaugurate
 ＝to make a formal beginning of, to induct into office with a formal ceremony





3．The answer is E.



The third sentence of Paragraph Two goes like this: In his dictionary, Noah not only used American spellings like "color" instead of the English "colour" and "music" instead of "musick", but also added American words that weren't in English dictionaries like "skunk" and "squash".
 In this sentence, the author used several examples. Therefore, the figure of speech here should be exemplification.




Analogy
 ＝a comparison made to show similarity





Allusion
 ＝an implied or indirect reference to something





Exaggeration
 ＝the act of overstating





Understatement
 ＝the act of stating something in restrained terms





Exemplification
 ＝the act of using illustrations and examples





4．The answer is B.



There's no evidence in this passage to indicate that Noah's dictionary is based on this textbook. Therefore, Choice A is not correct.

Choice B is implied in this passage, because the second paragraph referred to Noah's action as the pioneering undertaking of writing an American dictionary.
 Since it was a pioneering undertaking, it can be inferred that his dictionary was the first American English dictionary.

Both Choice C and E are wrong because the second paragraph mentioned that Noah's dictionary had altogether included 70,000 words in it
 , but it did not mention the amount of typical American words in this dictionary or the amount of words in British English dictionary.

Choice D is not right because Noah graduated from Yale at the age of 20, and he started to write the dictionary when he was 43. Thus, it is impossible for him to start writing it while studying in Yale.



5．The answer is A.



To determine the attitude or tone of the author, you need to go through the whole passage to find indications. From dictions like most popular, determined, pioneering, great, hero
 , it is not difficult to identify that the author holds considerable respect to Noah Webster.



Deference
 ＝respectful or courteous regard





Deterrence
 ＝the act of restraining





Preference
 ＝the act of favoring one to another





Ambivalence
 ＝coexistence of two conflicting attitudes or emotions, uncertainty





Nonchalance
 ＝cool indifference, lack of concern





Passage 2





1．The answer is B.



For reading comprehension questions concerning the primary purpose, you need to go through the whole passage to get the main idea first. This passage discusses the causes and consequences of a famous historic event—Boston Tea Party. Of all the choices, Choice B best summarizes the primary purpose of the passage, and is the right answer for this question.



2．The answer is C.



The word exasperated
 appeared in the third sentence of Paragraph One: The Tea Act exasperated major colonial merchants because they were concerned about their going bankrupt as a result of a powerful monopoly.
 Since the major colonial merchants were concerned about going bankrupt, we can infer that the Tea Act made them angry or worried. Of all the choices, C is the closest one in meaning.



Impede
 ＝to obstruct, to hinder, to retard





Bolster
 ＝to support, to add to, to uphold





Exacerbate
 ＝to aggravate, to irritate, to embitter the feeling of a person





Exonerate
 ＝to clear from guilt or blame, to relieve from an obligation





Corroborate
 ＝to make more certain, to confirm





3．The answer is B.



From the second sentence of Paragraph Two (in different colonial ports, agents of East India Company were "persuaded" to resign from their posts
 ), we can infer that the agents of East Company did not resign voluntarily. Instead, they were forced to do so by the colonists. The phrase be coerced to
 means be forced to. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.



4．The answer is B.



The first paragraph of this passage discusses the consequences brought about by the Tea Act: The Tea Act exasperated major colonial merchants … . It also brought American passions about the issue of taxation back to vigor. The colonists responded to the act by boycotting tea.
 Of all these five questions, only Choice B is answered in this passage.



5．The answer is A.



A science journal generally includes articles discussing scientific research, achievements or phenomena. A literature review usually presents critiques about literary work. An anecdotal folklore consists of legendary stories about interesting incidents. And a tea ritual ceremony is a formal activity of the set forms or rules of drinking tea. Although the passage mentioned tea, it has nothing to do with the ritual ceremony of tea. This passage discusses the cause and effect of a historic event. Therefore, it is highly possible that the passage may appear on a history book.



Passage 3





1．The answer is B.



Choice A is not correct. From the third sentence of Paragraph One, we can know that the author won the Pulitzer Prize because of this novel, but the passage didn't mention that the author also won a fortune.

Choice B is right because Paragraph One mentioned that this novel received favorable review for its universal themes of tolerance, courage, compassion, and justice
 and the last paragraph discussed unfavorable comments from some early reviewers.


Choice C is wrong. According to the second paragraph, the major topic examined in this book is racial prejudice
 instead of gender discrimination.

Choice D is an overstatement. The last sentence of Paragraph One tells us that: Combined popular appeal with literary excellence, To Kill a Mocking Bird enjoys an enduring place in modern American literature.
 But there's no evidence that this book was considered the most appealing and excellent novel in modern American literature.

Choice E is not right. From the second paragraph, we know that the book is written in first person, but the narrator is not the author himself, but Scout Finch, the daughter in the Finch family.



2．The answer is D.



The word "principled" means having high moral principles. In the passage, the author tells us that the father in the novel is an Abraham town's
 
principled

 lawyer
 who has taken on the legal defense of a black man who has been falsely charged with raping a white woman.
 Of all the choices, righteous
 is closet in meaning and fits the context best.


Note
 : Try to distinguish principal
 from principle
 which are similar in form but different in meaning.



Pedantic
 ＝ostentatious in one's learning, overly concerned with minute details





Principal
 ＝highest in rank, chief, foremost





Righteous
 ＝acting in an upright, moral way, virtuous





Courteous
 ＝having or showing good manners, polite





3．The answer is A.



From the last sentence of Paragraph Two, the author examines the causes and effects of racism through the exemplification of the Finch family
 , we can identify that the introduction of the Finch family is meant to present the major plot of this novel. Of all these five choices, only Choice A presents a precise account of the intended purpose. Therefore, A is the right answer for this question.



4．The answer is E.



This passage constitutes an objective introduction to the novel To Kill a Mockingbird.
 The author did not express his personal opinions towards this novel. Therefore, the most appropriate word to describe the tone of this passage would be objective
 or unbiased.




Disdainful
 ＝full of contempt, scornful





Prejudiced
 ＝having a bias for or against something





Bewildered
 ＝completely puzzled or confused, perplexed





Acrimonious
 ＝caustic, stinging, or bitter in nature, speech or behavior





Disinterested
 ＝unbiased by personal interest; not influenced by selfish motives





Passage 4





1．The answer is D.



The word "palpable" appeared in the first paragraph: Four-month-old babies … were
 
palpably

 irritated when their strings were taken away, even though the same music played at random intervals.
 From the conjunction "even though", we can infer that the babies were obviously
 irritated. Of all the choices, only apparent
 has this meaning. Therefore, Choice D is the right answer.



Covert
 ＝concealed, secret, disguised





Pungent
 ＝having an acrid smell or sharp bitter flavor





Authentic
 ＝genuine, real





2．The answer is D.



The first paragraph of this passage describes the baby experiment, and the second paragraph discusses the jam experiment. The baby experiment reaches the conclusion that the act of choosing in fact delights people more than the object of Choice
 while the jam experiment finds out that having too many options made it harder to settle on a single selection.
 Therefore, Choice A is not right because the two experiments didn't reach the same conclusion.

Choice B is also wrong because it is the jam experiment instead of the baby experiment that is conducted by this expert on Choice.

The baby experiment demonstrated human being's inborn love for choosing, but it didn't show the process of how human beings acquire the ability of choosing. Therefore, Choice D is right and Choice C is wrong.

Choice E is not true because the passage didn't indicate that an experiment would be less scientific if its respondents were young.



3．The answer is B.



The jam experiment shows that more options attract more customers to stop by; however, more options lead to fewer actual buyers. This experiment proves that having too many options made it harder to settle on a single selection
 , and this is where the paradox lies. Of all the choices, only Choice B precisely summarizes the conclusion of the jam experiment and the intended meaning of the word "paradox". Therefore, Choice B is the right answer for this question.



4．The answer is D.



Choice A is not right because the jam experiment proves that too many varieties of products may actually make it harder for customers to make the decision.

Both Choice B and C can be proved by the baby experiment, not the jam experiment. According to the second paragraph, the jam experiment proves that too many choices may actually paralyze people.


Choice D rephrases this conclusion and is the right answer for this question.

Choice E is not mentioned in this passage.



Passage 5





1．The answer is C.



At the very beginning of the passage, the author proposed a thesis: Throughout history women have transformed their appearance to conform to a beauty ideal of the time.
 Then the author provided several examples such as the European, Chinese and African women to provide support to his previous thesis statement. Therefore, Choice C is the right answer.



2．The answer is A.



According to the second and third paragraphs in this passage, In attempt to mould their figures to meet the current ideal, numerous women are taking diets or even starving themselves
 and there has been a tremendous increase in plastic surgery operations.
 The passage implies that some women are desperate in order to meet the beauty standards, relentlessly pursuing thinness and even considering this as the most important goal in their lives.
 Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.



3．The answer is C.



The third paragraph discusses the increase in eating disorders and plastic surgeries. The last sentence of this paragraph presents the root reason for women's pursuit of beauty ideal: to enhance their self-esteem.
 Therefore, Choice C can be inferred from the passage and is the right answer for this question.

Choice A is not right. Although this may be true, but we can not infer this information from what is stated in the third paragraph.


Note
 : While doing SAT reading comprehension questions, do not choose an answer according to your common sense; always rely on the information stated or implied in the passage.

Neither Choice B nor Choice E is right because the third paragraph states that the distortion of one's own body image comes as a psychological side effect associated with eating disorder.


Choice D is not right either because the third paragraph didn't imply that going for extreme beauty could become a social problem.



4．The answer is A.



According to the third paragraph, the recent emphasis on fitness and thinness has caused a tremendous increase in plastic surgery operations, which attests to the
 
extreme

 adjustments that many women feel they must make in order to attain the body ideal and, in turn, to enhance their self-esteem.
 The word "extreme" indicates the author's implied meaning, that is, plastic surgeries can be risky or dangerous. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer for this question.


Note
 : Extreme weather＝ very hot or very cold weather


Extreme sports＝ very adventurous and dangerous sports





5．The answer is D.



In the last paragraph of this passage, the author expresses his antagonistic attitude toward women's relentless pursuit of thinness: instead of pursuing thinness at all costs, it is more sensible for women to establish self-esteem through success in other areas of life …




Dubious
 ＝doubtful, wavering or hesitating in opinion





Impetuous
 ＝liable to act without consideration, impulsive, rash





Apprehending
 ＝understanding, suspicious or fearful





Reprehending
 ＝rebuking, censuring, blaming





Comprehending
 ＝understanding, perceiving, including, comprising





Passage 6





1．The answer is A.



From the first person who proposed athletic games for disabled people
 to the performances of today's Paralympians from all nations
 , this passage presents a brief introduction to the history of Paralympic Games.

Choice A summarizes the primary purpose of this passage precisely and is the right answer for this question.

Choice B and E are distracters. This passage does honor Ludwig Guttmann. He is the "Father of Sport for People with Disabilities
 ", but not the founder of the Paralympic Games.

This passage also mentions the Olympic Games, but the primary purpose is not to compare the Paralympic Games with the Olympic Games. Therefore, neither Choice B nor Choice E is the right answer for this question.



2．The answer is D.



According to the second paragraph of the passage, Dr. Guttmann advocated that sports therapy be used to enhance the life quality for disabled people.
 Therefore, Choice D is right.

The passage didn't mention that Dr. Guttmann treated many disabled people and he was disabled himself. Therefore, both Choice A and B are wrong.

Choice C is wrong because the second paragraph mentioned that Dr. Guttmann was the organizer of the 1948 International Wheelchair Games
 , not of the first Paralympic Games.

The first Paralympic Games were held in 1960, and Dr. Guttmann passed away in 1980. Therefore, Choice E is also wrong.



3．The answer is E.



Choice A is not mentioned in the passage.

Choice B is wrong because the second paragraph mentioned that 400 athletes from 23 countries attended the first Paralympic Games.


The Paralympic Games' debut was in Rome, Italy, but the passage didn't present any specific reason for this. Therefore, Choice C is wrong.

Choice D is incorrect because Dr. Guttmann was the "Father of Sport for People with Disabilities
 ", not the Father of Paralympic Games, and he didn't chair the debut.

According to Paragraph Two and Four, the first Summer Paralympic Games were held in 1960, and the first Winter Paralympic Games were held in 1976, more than a dozen years after the debut of the Summer Games. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer for this question.



4．The answer is A.



According to the third paragraph, there are six major classifications of athletes in the present day Paralympic Games: people with visual impairments, people with physical disabilities, amputee athletes, people with cerebral palsy, people with spinal cord injuries, and athletes with a physical disability that are not included in the categories mentioned above.
 An athlete who lost his arms should be categorized into amputee athletes.



Amputee
 ＝a person who has lost all or part of an arm, hand, leg etc. by amputation





Cerebral palsy
 ＝a form of paralysis caused by brain injury during birth





Visual impairment
 ＝any of the diseases or disorders that affect the human eye





Spinal cord
 ＝the cord of nerve tissue extending through the spinal canal





5．The answer is B.



The narrator's attitude toward Dr. Guttmann can be identified from the last paragraph: his great vision and insight of sport for athletes with disabilities will benefit the world eternally.
 It is obvious that the author holds great respect for Dr. Guttmann. Of all the choices, only reverence
 describes this attitude precisely. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.



Reverence
 ＝a feeling or attitude of deep respect tinged with awe





Skepticism
 ＝doubtful attitude or temper





Depreciation
 ＝an act of belittling, disparagement





Exasperation
 ＝irritation, extreme annoyance, an act of provocation





Passage 7





1．The answer is C.



The first paragraph of this passage discusses several essential steps in the scientific method.


Choice A is mentioned. According to this paragraph, the first step of scientific method is to propose a question, and the third step is to conduct experiments. Therefore, questions come before experiments.

Choice B is supported by the first sentence of this paragraph: The scientific method is learning science through observation and experimentation.


Choice D is supported by the fifth sentence of this paragraph: The next step is to conduct experiments and then draw a conclusion out of the research, in which you testify the credibility of the hypothesis proposed earlier.


Choice E is mentioned. Since the second step of the scientific method is to gather all the materials and information that will be applied to make a hypothesis
 , materials and information must be necessary to form a hypothesis.

Choice C is the right answer because the word "ascertain" is too strong. Conducting experiments testifies but can not ascertain the credulity of the hypothesis. This answer is not mentioned in the first paragraph.


Note
 : Be aware of the word EXCEPT.



2．The answer is C.



According to the first sentence of Paragraph Two: the invention of scientific methods brought about fundamental changes to the way people conduct researches and
 
made tremendous contribution

 to modern inventions
 , it is implied that without scientific methods, modern inventions would be fundamentally different in a negative way. In another word, modern inventions would be less advanced without scientific methods. Therefore, Choice C is the best answer for this question.



3．The answer is B.



In the second paragraph, the author mentioned that usually people credit this invention (the invention of scientific methods) to Western scientists such as Roger Bacon. However, it is Muslims who really invented it, perfected it, and then presented it to the West.
 Therefore, Roger Bacon is not the inventor of scientific methods.



4．The answer is B.



The second paragraph introduced two renowned representative figures of Muslim scholars. One is Al-Biruni who conducted
 
precise

 experiments on laws of gravitation, momentum, and motion.
 Another is Ibn Sina who made an
 
accurate

 description of the geological origin of mountains.
 By using two different words, precise
 and accurate
 , the author emphasized the exactness of scientific experiments. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer for this question.



Passage 8





1．The answer is D.



When choosing a title for one passage, we need to go over the whole passage to get the main idea. This passage discusses the historic development and future trend of the on-line global network. Of all the choices, Choice D is the best title to conclude the whole passage.

Choice A only focuses on the future trends of the internet, which appeared in the last paragraph of the passage.

Choice B does not mention the major subject of this passage: the Internet.

Choice C only summarizes the first two sentences in the last paragraph.

Choice E is not right because the whole passage is focused on the Internet instead of Microsoft.



2．The answer is A.



The first paragraph mentioned that the early Internet had such a
 
complex

 system that
 
only computer professionals

 were using it.
 It is implied that the early Internet was difficult and complicated. In Choice A, the word "onerous" means burdensome or troublesome, causing hardship. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer for this question.



3．The answer is D.



The word "protocol" appeared in the last sentence of Paragraph Two: In 1989, a new
 
protocol

 for information distribution was developed, which later became the World Wide Web in 1991.
 Since the protocol was fro information distribution, the meaning that fits best in this context is a set of rules governing the format of messages.
 Therefore, Choice D is the right answer for this question.



4．The answer is C.



Choice C is supported by the third paragraph. According to this paragraph, Delphi provided the
 
first

 national commercial online service in the USA.
 Therefore, Delphi pioneered in commercial online service.

Both Choice A and Choice B are wrong. The passage didn't mention that Delphi and Microsoft coalesced or that Microsoft was the successor of Delphi.

Choice D is wrong because this information is not stated or implied in the passage.

Choice E is wrong. According to Paragraph Two, the World Wide Web didn't come with Microsoft, but was developed from a new protocol for information distribution.




5．The answer is A.



The last three sentences of this passage described the future trends for the Internet and digital device. According to the second trend, the growth of
 
smaller

 devices to connect to the Internet
 , future device will become more portable. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.

Choice E is a distracter. Pay attention to the difference between "portable" and "potable". The word "portable" in Choice A means easily carried, while the word "potable" in Choice E means fit for drinking.



Eight Long Passages





Passage 1





1．The answer is B.



The last sentence of this passage serves as a summary of the main idea: Thus, the civilian government was preserved and the young experiment of democracy in America continued.
 This passage discusses an interesting story of how the young democracy of America was preserved. Choice B summarizes the main idea precisely and is the right answer for this question.

The first paragraph mentioned that the colonies wanted independence, but it didn't discuss the reasons. Therefore, Choice A is obviously wrong.

Choice C is a distracter because the passage discussed a perilous moment in the life of the fledging American democracy.
 But the main idea of this passage is only the process during which a young and perilous nation was saved, not the process of this nation growing into a mature democracy.

This passage mentioned the American War of Independence, but the long and brutal wars are not the major points of this passage. Therefore, Choice D is wrong.

Choice E is wrong because this passage is not a biography of George Washington, but focuses on one anecdote of his saving a young democracy.



2．The answer is C.



According to the first paragraph, the American Revolutionary War … began in 1775 … and it didn't end until 1783.
 It can be inferred from this paragraph that the American Revolutionary War was fairly long. Therefore, Choice C is the right answer for this question.



3．The answer is E.



The answer for this question can be found in the last sentence of Paragraph Two: On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence in which the colonies declared their independence from England, and the United States of America was born.
 Therefore, the United States of America was officially born on the day the Continental Congress adopted an important document— the Declaration of Independence.




4．The answer is E.



The word "fledging" appeared in the beginning of the third paragraph: However, a perilous moment in the life of the
 
fledging

 American democracy occurred: On March 10, 1783, an anonymous letter was circulated among the officers of General Washington's main camp.
 Since this perilous
 (hazardous, dangerous) moment happened just seven years after the birth of the United States of America, it can be inferred that the word "fledging" has similar meaning to young or new. Therefore, the fledging American democracy
 in the beginning of Paragraph Three is echoed by the young experiment of democracy in America
 in the end of Paragraph Six. Choice E is the right answer.



5．The answer is A.



The first sentence of Paragraph Three stated that: a perilous moment in the life of the fledging American democracy occurred.
 This whole paragraph then explained what lied beneath the perilous moment. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer for this question.



6．The answer is D.



In Paragraph Five, the author mentioned that George Washington was not entirely welcomed by his men, but nevertheless, personally addressed them a speech to prevent the revolt of his officers.
 He did this to prevent the possible revolt and to save the young democracy of America. Choice D precisely describes the reason and is the right answer for this question.

Choice A is not correct because George Washington was not the one holding the fate of democracy in America. According to Paragraph Four, Washington's officers gathered in a church building in Newburgh, holding the fate of democracy in America in their hands.


Choice B, C, and E are ungrounded assumptions because the passage didn't state or imply this information.



7．The answer is C.



At the end of Paragraph Five, Washington said: "You will permit me to put on my spectacles, for I am not only grown gray but almost blind in the service of my country.
 " It was at that moment of utter vulnerability that his men were deeply moved, even ashamed.
 Because it was at that moment that they realized how much sacrifice George Washington had made for the country. Therefore, Choice C is the answer for this question.



8．The answer is B.



From words like deeply moved, even ashamed, great affection
 , we can identify that the last paragraph of this passage displays an explicit praise toward George Washington. Therefore, the word best describes the tone of this paragraph should be laudatory.




Apathetic
 ＝indifferent, showing little feeling or emotion





Laudatory
 ＝expressing praise





Obsequious
 ＝exhibiting a fawning attentiveness





Contemptuous
 ＝expressing distain, scornful





Introspective
 ＝looking inward, examining one's own thoughts and feelings





Passage 2





1．The answer is A.



This speech is given by Elizabeth Cady Stanton at the Women's Suffrage Convention, aiming to urge a sixteenth amendment and to advocate suffrage for women. Choice A best summarizes the primary purpose of this passage, and is the right answer for this question.



2．The answer is C.



In "… discord, disorder, disease, and death …
 " we can identify that the rhetoric device should be alliteration
 from the repetition of the initial consonant sound "d" in every word.



Simile
 ＝a figure of speech in which two unlike things are explicitly compared





Metaphor
 ＝a figure of speech in which a term or phrase is applied to something to which it is not literally applicable in order to suggest a resemblance





Alliteration
 ＝the repetition of initial consonant sounds in neighboring word





Euphemism
 ＝the substitution of a mild, indirect, or vague expression for one thought to be offensive, harsh, or blunt





Onomatopoeia
 ＝the naming of a thing or action by a vocal imitation of the sound associated with it





3．The answer is B.



At the very beginning of the speech, the speaker said that "I urge a sixteenth amendment
 ". So it is reasonable to infer that there had already been fifteenth amendments. But Choice A is not right because we don't know if all these fifteenth amendments are about voting rights or not.

Both Choice C and D are groundless assumptions that cannot be inferred from the passage.

Choice E is wrong because this is explicitly stated instead of implied in the passage. At the beginning of Paragraph Five, the speaker said that in this way man has been molding woman to his ideas by direct and positive influences.
 We are looking for a piece of information that can be inferred from the passage, but not explicitly stated in the passage.

Choice B is right because the passage told us that women were not entitled with the right of suffrage at that time, therefore, it can be inferred that it had been uncommon or illegal for women to vote.



4．The answer is C.



The word "latter" appeared in the first sentence of paragraph two: … until we know but little of true manhood and womanhood, of the
 
latter

 comparatively nothing, for it has scarce been recognized as a power until within the last century.
 From the sentence structure, we can identify that latter
 refers to womanhood.




5．The answer is E.



In the third paragraph, the speaker said: The strong, natural characteristics of womanhood are repressed and ignored in dependence, for so long as man feeds woman she will try to please the giver and adapt herself to his condition.
 In this paragraph, the author indicated that women should be more independent from men, thus they could express their own voices. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer.



6．The answer is A.



The word "arrant" appeared in Paragraph Four: She must look at everything from its dollar-and-cent point of view, or she is a
 
mere

 romancer … To mourn … would be
 
mere

 sentimentalizing … To protest … would be
 
arrant

 nonsense.
 From this context, we can infer that the word "arrant" means complete or total. Of all the choices, only sheer
 is similar in meaning.



Sheer
 ＝utter, complete





Bland
 ＝pleasantly gentle or agreeable





Fickle
 ＝changeable, lack of stability





Immaculate
 ＝stainless, flawless, and spotlessly clean





Hypothetical
 ＝supposed, assumed or thought to exist





7．The answer is C.



The last sentence of Paragraph Five goes like this: The need of this hour is not territory, gold mines, railroads, or specie payments but a new evangel of womanhood, to exalt purity, virtue, morality, true religion, to lift man up into the higher realms of thought and action.
 It can be paraphrased as: the most important thing for now is not material pursuit, but utilizing womanhood to change the world into a better place. Of all the choices, only Choice C clearly express this idea and is the right answer for this question.



8．The answer is E.



In the beginning of Paragraph Six, Elizabeth Cady Stanton said: We ask woman's enfranchisement, as the first step toward the recognition of that essential element in government that can only secure the health, strength, and prosperity of the nation.
 Therefore, an essential element in government that can secure the health, strength and prosperity of the nation
 should be woman's enfranchisement.




9．The answer is D.



Choice A is mentioned in the first paragraph. In this paragraph, the author said that the male element is a destructive force … loving war, violence, conquest …
 Therefore, the love to conquer could lead to destruction.

Choice B is also mentioned. The author stressed in the beginning of the passage that is was a man's government.


Choice C is mentioned. From the third and fourth paragraph, we know that women were inferior to men at the time the speech was delivered.

Choice E is mentioned in Paragraph Eight: woman knows the cost of life better than man does, and not with her consent would one drop of blood ever be shed, one life sacrificed in vain.


Choice D is the right answer. In the last paragraph the author said: If the civilization of the age calls for an extension of the suffrage, surely a government of the most virtuous educated men and women would better represent the whole and protect the interests of all than could the representation of wither sex alone.
 What the author proposed is a government of both men and women, not a government of only one sex.


Note
 : Be aware of the word EXCEPT.



10．The answer is E.



The last paragraph draws an analogy between nature and woman: Nature, like a loving mother, is ever trying to keep land and sea, mountain and valley, each in its place … and the present disorganization of society warns us that in the dethronement of woman we have let loose the elements of violence and ruin that she only has the power to curb.
 Therefore, the purpose of this analogy is to show that nature's ability to keep things in place is like that of women to keep destructive forces in check.



Passage 3





1．The answer is C.



This passage mainly discusses the historical development of Harvard University. It can serve as an introduction to the university. Therefore, it is most likely that we encounter this kind of reading in a school homepage which provides background information of this school.



2．The answer is A.



The beginning of Paragraph One told us that Harvard University celebrated its 350


th



 anniversary in
 1986. Using basic math knowledge, you can get that the university was founded in 1636.

The year 1638 appeared on the inscription of the John Harvard Statue. But since the statue is known as "The Statue of Three Lies", this year is not the founding year of Harvard University.

The year 1639 is the time when the university was renamed in honor of its first benefactor John Harvard.



3．The answer is C.



In the beginning of Paragraph Two, the author said that during its early years, the College offered a classic academic course … consistent with
 the prevailing Puritan philosophy of the first colonists
 . The university was associated with Puritanism in its early stage because the first colonists' Puritan philosophy. Therefore, Choice C is the right answer.



4．The answer is E.



Paragraph Three told us that the 1708 election of John Leverett as the president marked a turning of the College toward intellectual independence from Puritanism.
 The word "intellectual" means possessing or showing mental ability and rational reasoning. Therefore, in the early 18

th


 century, a shift of focus in Harvard history was that the curriculum became more related to mental ability and rational reasoning.



5．The answer is C.



The fourth paragraph mentioned that in 1943 Harvard and Radcliffe signed an agreement allowing women students into Harvard classrooms for the first time.
 Therefore, Harvard became a unisex (both male and female) college after 1943. In the early 20

th


 century, there were only male students in Harvard. Choice C is right and Choice A is wrong.

Choice B is wrong because the fourth paragraph mentioned that during Charles W. Eliot's tenure (1869—1909), the Law and Medical schools were revitalized.


Choice D is wrong. According to this passage, the tenure of Harvard presidents is much longer than that of the US presidents.

Choice E is wrong because it is explicitly stated, not implied in the passage. In Paragraph Four, the author mentioned that during Charles W. Eliot's tenure, the faculty grew from 49 to 278.




6．The answer is D.



The answer for this question can be found in the last sentence of Paragraph Five: The tutorial system, also introduced by Lowell and still a distinctive feature of a Harvard education, offers undergraduates informal specialized instruction in their fields.
 And the full name of Lowell appeared in the beginning of the same paragraph: A. Lawrence Lowell. Therefore, Choice D is the right answer.



7．The answer is B.



The sixth paragraph of this passage introduced the House Plan. From this paragraph, we can know that the Harvard undergraduates have a well-planned housing system. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.

This paragraph mentioned that after being housed in or near Harvard Yard during freshman year, students go to one of 12 Houses in which to live for the remainder of their undergraduate careers.
 Therefore, both Choice A and C are wrong.

Choice D and E are wrong because neither of them is mentioned in the passage.



8．The answer is C.



Since they stressed the importance of keeping Harvard's doors open to students from across the economic spectrum
 , economic disadvantage should not be a factor that stops a prospective student from entering Harvard. Therefore, Choice C is the right answer for this question.



9．The answer is B.



Choice A is wrong because it is explicitly stated in the beginning of the last paragraph: One of the tourist attractions on Harvard campus is the John Harvard Statue.


Both Choice C and D are wrong. According to the last paragraph, Daniel Chester French cast the statue, but we don't know if he wrote the inscription or knew John Harvard.

Choice E was groundless assumption that can not be inferred from the passage.

Choice B is supported by the last paragraph. According to this paragraph, every year thousands of visitors rub John Harvard's left shoe for good luck.
 It is reasonable to infer that the left shoe may look shiny because of constant rubbing.



10．The answer is B.



This passage discusses the process of Harvard's development since its establishment. Of all the Choices, Choice B best summarizes the idea of the whole passage and is the right answer for this question.



Passage 4





1．The answer is E.



This passage reflected on the difficulties that the administration of the Nobel Prize had met and the process of the Nobel Foundation's development. Of all the Choices, Choice E best summarizes the main idea of this passage, and is the right answer for this question.



2．The answer is E.



According to the first paragraph, Nobel (1833—1896) directed the establishment of a foundation to award annual prizes for achievement in chemistry, physics, literature and efforts toward international peace.
 Thus, the subjects of chemistry, physics, and literature had already existed before Nobel died.

The last sentence of this paragraph told us that in 1968 the prize field was broadened to include an award in economic science.
 Therefore, it is highly possible that economic science didn't exist in the late 19

th


 century.



3．The answer is E.



The first paragraph stated that by the time of his death, Nobel held more than 350 patents and controlled factories and labs in 20 countries.
 It can be inferred that his will was questioned by authorities in various countries because he had businesses and did research in many different countries. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer for his question.



4．The answer is A.



According to the second paragraph, the Storting approved the will
 and then the other prize-awarding bodies
 
followed suit

 , approving the will after mediation.
 Since the other prize-awarding bodies also approved the will, we can infer that the phrase "follow suit" means follow or imitate one's action. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.



5．The answer is D.



The answer for this question lies in the last sentence of Paragraph Three: the appointment of a Board of Directors in charge of the Foundation's financial and administrative management.
 Therefore, the body that takes care of financial management of the prizes is the Board of Directors.




6．The answer is C.



According to Paragraph Five, the Nobel Foundation … is entrusted with protecting the common interests of the Prize Awarding Institutions named in the will, as well as representing the Nobel institutions externally.
 Therefore, the body that can best answer a question about the Nobel Institutions should be the Nobel Foundation.



7．The answer is B.



The answer to this question can be found in Paragraph Six: the stock market and real estate holdings were beyond the pale.
 (See explanation of question 8)

Since both stock market and real estate holdings were considered not safe, it can be inferred that the Nobel funds were not invested in these two areas. Of all the choices, only land and buildings
 belong to the category of real estate holdings. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.



8．The answer is E.



According to Paragraph Six, the expression "
 
safe

 securities" was interpreted in the spirit of that time as referring mainly to bonds or loans … The stock market and real estate holdings were
 
beyond the pale

 . Stocks in particular were regarded as an excessively
 
risky and speculative

 form of financial investment.


It can be inferred from the quote above that the phrase "beyond the pale" means beyond the safe limits, risky. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer.



9．The answer is A.




Note
 : Pay attention to the difference between concur on
 and concur with.
 The phrase concur on
 is followed by opinion or statement, while concur with
 is followed by a person.

According to Paragraph Seven, the original criticisms aimed at the whole idea of the Nobel Prizes have faded into oblivion
 , so the author would agree with the opinion that no one comments unfavorably on the idea of the Nobel Prizes now. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.



10．The answer is E.



The last paragraph mentioned that the Foundation and especially the Nobel Prize … are closely linked to the history of modern science, the arts, and political development throughout the 20


th



 century.
 Of these five Choices, a modern design in architecture belongs to the arts; a breakthrough in stem cell research, a project of interdisciplinary interest, and an innovative way to use nuclear energy all belong to science, only an adamant effort to protect environment falls into the category of political development. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer.



Passage 5





1．The answer is B.



After reading through the whole passage, it is not difficult to identify Dick Cavett's attitude towards John Wayne. One obvious indication appeared in the first paragraph: It was as if a 7th grader had been befriended by the popular, big, tall, jock upperclassman.
 Of all the choices, the word best describing this attitude should be admiring.




Adulating
 ＝excessively or slavishly flattering;





Appreciating
 ＝expressing approval or gratitude.





2．The answer is D.



The answer to this question lies in the third paragraph: There was a rough-going scene in which he asks Jimmy Stewart, playing his doctor, not to spare him the details of what will happen as the disease progresses. It's fascinating, if true as some say that he had not been able to do this in life.
 Therefore, it was possible that in real life John Wayne was not able to ask his doctor what would happen as his disease progressed.



3．The answer is A.



We can not find the answer to this question directly from the passage. To get the answer, we need to infer from the passage. The doctors will euphemize the dread word, cancer, because it is too harsh for the patients to hear. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer. The other choices don't make any sense in the context.



4．The answer is B.



The narrator described John Wayne while he was resting in the fifth paragraph: during breaks he shed his boots and slipped into a chartreuse pair of those fluffy marabou slippers more associated with women.
 From this vivid description, we can infer that the word that can best describe John Wayne during breaks should be relaxed or casual.



Upbeat
 ＝cheerful, optimistic





Laid-back
 ＝having a relaxed style





Indefatigable
 ＝incapable of being tired





Sloppy
 ＝untidy, slovenly





Sluggish
 ＝inactive and slow in action





5．The answer is E.



In Paragraph Six, the author described his horse-riding experience: Reading it again
 
scares the chaps off me

 , so suffice it to say that by the time Dollar's spine-punishing trot had escalated into something more
 
hazardous

 , then de-accelerated from there, and I was returned,
 
trembling

 , to terra firma …
 It is implied in this paragraph that the author's horse-riding experience was overwhelming and more than what he had prepared. He didn't expect that it would be such a scary experience. Therefore, Choice E is the right answer.

Choice B is a distracter. The word "exciting
 " is not very appropriate in describing the author's horse-riding experience. It was more scary than exciting.



6．The answer is A.



In Paragraph Seven, the author described his wonderful experience of interviewing John Wayne: I had one more glorious day with Wayne … We had a good time.
 The expression "Don't let me awaken
 " demonstrated the author's strong wish that time would stop and this interaction with John Wayne would last forever. Choice A precisely describes the author's wish and is the right answer for this question.



7．The answer is B.



In the 14

th


 paragraph, John Wayne expressed his strong desire to own the rifle case: I bet I've thought about it a hundred times. I can't watch the picture because of it. I tried later to find it, but somebody smarter than I am must've gotten it.
 Dick Cavett's question reminded John Wayne once again how regretful he was for not getting the rifle case. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.



8．The answer is A.



The word "aglow" means glowing with excitement. After having said goodbye to John Wayne, the author was still immersed in the excitement and happiness he experienced while interacting with him. The word "exalted" in Choice A means extremely happy and exciting, and is the right answer for this question.



9．The answer is B.



The author asked for an autographed photo from John Wayne, and at the end of the narration, the author found what was written on the photo: It read "To Dick Cavett from John Wayne." This, of course, was enough. But below it there was another line. "We should have started sooner." You bet I cried.
 We can infer from this description that both Cavett and John Wayne wished that they had met earlier. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer.



Passage 6





1．The answer is D.



In this inaugural address, Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) first asserted his firm belief that the only thing American people had to fear was fear itself. He then stressed that the nation was asking for not only changes in ethics but also immediate action. As the president-elect, FDR called from American people for both courage and action. Of all the choices, Choice D best summarizes the main idea of this speech and is the right answer for this question.



2．The answer is D.



The word "which" appears in the following sentence: In every dark hour of our national life a leadership of frankness and of vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people themselves
 
which

 is essential to victory.
 In this sentence, the referent of which should be a leadership of frankness and of vigor.


If you have difficulty in identifying the referent between leadership
 and understanding and support
 , you can use the method of elimination to get the right answer. Because understanding and support
 is not a choice here, so the right answer should be leadership.




3．The answer is A.



The word "evanescent" appeared in the second paragraph: The joy and moral stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of
 
evanescent

 profit.
 In this context, the word "evanescent" means lasting only a short time. Of all the choices, only fleeting
 has this meaning and is the right answer for this question.



Fleeting
 ＝passing swiftly, staying a short time





Spurious
 ＝false, of a deceitful nature or quality





Improvident
 ＝not foreseeing and providing for the future





Consummate
 ＝complete in every detail, extremely skilled and accomplished





Incandescent
 ＝glowing with intense heat, strikingly bright





4．The answer is B.



In this speech, FDR called for American people to be courageous, take actions, and make sacrifices for the good of a common discipline. Choice B best summarizes the major idea and is the right answer.

Choice E is a distracter. FDR did ask his people to be prepared to sacrifice, but he didn't ask them to think independently. His original words are: we now realize as we have never realized before our interdependence on each other.
 Therefore, what he called for is cooperation and unity among American people.



5．The answer is B.



The last sentence of Paragraph Three goes like this: Small wonder that confidence languishes, for it thrives only on honesty, on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, on faithful protection, and on unselfish performance
 … This sentence can be paraphrased as: nobody feels surprised that confidence becomes enervated, because only when there are honesty, honor, responsibilities, protection and unselfishness can confidence prosper. Choice B paraphrases the beginning of this sentence precisely, and is the right answer for this question.



6．The answer is B.



In the beginning of Paragraph Five, FDR said: Our greatest primary task is to put people to work.
 It can be inferred from this paragraph that in 1933, the time of the Great Depression, the unemployment rate was very high. Therefore, Choice B is the right answer for this question.



7．The answer is C.



In Paragraph Five, FDR said: treating the task as we would treat the emergency of a war.
 In Paragraph Eight, he once again stressed the severity of the Great Depression: I shall ask the Congress … to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe.
 From his words, we can identify that FDR deemed the Great Depression as tantamount (equivalent in value, significance, or effect) to a war.

In Paragraph Six, FDR called for the unity and sacrifice of his people: we now realize … our interdependence on each other; that we can not merely take but we must give as well; that if we are to go forward, we must move as a trained and loyal army willing to sacrifice for the good of a common discipline
 … Therefore, FDR thought that the war against the Great Depression required unity and sacrifice from American people.



8．The answer is E.



In Paragraph Eight, FDR discussed his next move if the measures he panned to take would not work: But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these two courses, in the event that the national emergency is still critical, I shall not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me.
 It can be inferred from this paragraph that he was not sure whether the measures he planned to take towards the Great Depression would work or not.



9．The answer is C.



The answer for this question lies in the beginning of Paragraph Two: Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative effort. The joy and the moral stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of evanescent profits.
 By "old and precious values", FDR referred to the joy of achievement and the moral stimulation of work. Therefore, Choice C is the right answer.



10．The answer is C.



In Paragraph Eight, FDR said: I shall ask the Congress for the one remaining
 
instrument

 to meet the crisis.
 Here, the word "instrument" refers to a means by which something is achieved. In Paragraph Ten, FDR stated that: They
 (the people of United States) have made me the present
 
instrument

 of their wishes.
 In this sentence, the word "instrument" refers to FDR himself. Therefore, it is an embodiment or incarnation.



Passage 7





1．The answer is E.



This passage didn't focus on a single disease, like insomnia or sleeping disorder. It discussed the possible consequences of inadequate sleep. According to the passage, not getting enough sleep will cause potential health consequences and ultimately take a serious toll. Choice E best summarizes the main idea of this passage and is the right answer for this question.



2．The answer is A.



The word "advantage" in the phrase competitive advantage
 means superiority or ascendancy. Of all the choices, only edge
 has the meaning of an improved position, advantage. Therefore, Choice A is the right answer.



3．The answer is C.



In the end of Paragraph Three, the author stated that cheating sleep … can take a serious toll on our health if we do it too often.
 Then in the beginning of Paragraph Four, the author presented the research result of one study to support his argument: One study, led by Eve Van Cauter at the University of Chicago, has shown that inadequate sleep may prompt the development of insulin resistance (IR).
 Therefore, the answer for this question is Choice C.



4．The answer is E.



The answer for this question can be found in Paragraph Four. According to this paragraph, inadequate sleep may prompt IR, and IR is a condition in which the body
 
doesn't properly respond

 to the insulin hormone that's critical in regulating our blood sugar levels.
 Thus, IR leads to abnormal reaction of the body, which then poses risk for diabetes. Therefore, the right order should be lack of sleep to IR to abnormal reaction to diabetes.



5．The answer is A.



According to Paragraph Five, narcoleptics are people who constantly battle a disabling neurological disorder of sleep regulation that affects the control of sleep and wakefulness.


Choice B is wrong because narcoleptics are patients instead of medicine.

Choice C is not right because this information is explicitly stated in the passage: As many as 1 in 5,000 Americans suffer from excessive sleepiness that's no fault of their own.


The right answer for this question is Choice A. Since the passage mentioned that narcoleptics need medication, they are patients. But they do not stay in the hospital for treatment; therefore, they are out-patients.



Outpatient
 : a patient who is not hospitalized overnight but who visits a hospital, clinic, or associated facility for diagnosis or treatment





Inpatient
 : a hospital patient who receives lodging and food as well as treatment





Impatient
 : lacking patience, intolerant, indignant, and restlessly eager





6．The answer is C.



The answer for this question can be found in Paragraph Six: The advantage of this new drug over the older stimulants is that it specifically targets the hypothalamus, the small area of the brain that houses our sleep center.


Choice C precisely describes Provigil's advantage over older stimulants, and is the right answer for this question.



7．The answer is C.



The author discussed why modafinil might be a mixed blessing in Paragraph Eight: This, however, may be a mixed blessing. Many researchers are now discussing whether a new generation of drugs will be developed that can double and even triple the time we spend awake without causing harm.


Since modafinil has obvious advantage over the older stimulants and relatively minimal side effects, researchers are considering developing new drugs that can keep people awake for more hours. Choice C best summarizes this reason, and is the right answer.



8．The answer is E.



In Paragraph Eight, the author discussed the possibility for researchers to develop a new generation of drugs that can prolong the time people spend awake. In the next paragraph, the author then used the examples of the US Army and college students to indicate the feasibility and popularity of this new generation of drugs: Some don't think it's a bad idea to have soldiers who can fight for a week straight … College students would likely be thrilled to have a drug … that can keep them awake for several days at a time during exam period.
 Therefore, Choice E is the right answer for this question.



9．The answer is D.



The author indicated his attitude toward changing sleep patterns with new medications in the last paragraph: The body needs sleep … and anything that alters this physiologic function will ultimately take a toll … no fancy medication or ancient herb can fool the body and prevent the potential health consequences that come from not getting enough of sleep.


It can be inferred from this paragraph that the author holds that we shouldn't trick our body and do something that is risky or dangerous to our health. Of all the choices, only the expression sail close to the wind
 has the meaning of do something dangerous. Therefore, Choice D is the right answer for this question.



Passage 8





1．The answer is E.



At the very beginning of this speech, Martin Luther King Jr. said: I accept the Nobel Prize for Peace at a moment when 22 million Negroes of the United States of America are engaged in a creative battle to end the long night of racial injustice. I accept this award on behalf of a civil rights movement …
 He demonstrated the righteousness of the African American civil rights movement.

In the beginning of paragraph seven, the speaker said: The faith can give us courage to face the uncertainties of the future.
 In this speech, he also expressed his hope for the future.

Choice E best summarizes the primary purpose of this passage, and is the right answer.



2．The answer is A.



All these five choices are different meanings of the word "sanctuary". But we can only choose the one that fits best into the context.

In this speech, the word "sanctuary" appeared in the first paragraph: And only yesterday more than 40 houses of worship in the State of Mississippi alone were bombed or burned because they offered a
 
sanctuary

 to those who would not accept segregation.
 In this context, the word "sanctuary" means a place of safety.



3．The answer is D.



In this passage, the second paragraph serves as a transition from the first paragraph to the rest of the speech, from accepting the prize to explaining their cause of civil movement. Therefore, Choice D is the right answer.



4．The answer is A.




Elegy
 refers to a song or poem expressing sorrow or lamentation, especially in a funeral for one who is dead, while psalm
 refers to a sacred song or poem used in worship. Therefore, the relationship between elegy
 and psalm
 is similar to that between funeral
 and worship.




5．The answer is A.



In the fourth paragraph, the author made an analogy between the road for Negroes and the road for all Americans: This is a road over which millions of Negroes are traveling to find a new sense of dignity. This same road has opened for all Americans a new era of progress and hope.




Analogy
 ＝a similarity between like features of two things, on which a comparison may be based





Eponym
 ＝the act of naming something according to the name of a real or mythical person





Antithesis
 ＝the rhetorical contrast of ideas by means of parallel arrangements of words, clauses, or sentences





Hyperbole
 ＝a deliberate exaggeration used for emphasis or effect





Understatement
 ＝a form of irony in which something is intentionally represented as less than it is





6．The answer is D.



As the prominent leader in the African American civil rights movements against racial discrimination, Martin Luther King will certainly not give up until there's no racial segregation and discrimination.

In Paragraph Five, the author said: I refuse to accept despair as the final response to the ambiguities of history.I refuse to accept
 … I refuse to accept
 … I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality.


From this parallel structure, Martin Luther King demonstrated his unyielding determination to win this battle against racism. Therefore, of all the Choices, Martin Luther King would most likely agree with the statement that giving up without reaching your goal is not an option.



7．The answer is C.



In Paragraph Three, Martin Luther King said: nonviolence is the answer to the crucial political and moral question of our time.
 Of all the choices, the one who proposed non-violence is Mahatma Gandhi.

Gandhi was the pre-eminent political and ideological leader of India during the Indian independence movement. He pioneered resistance to tyranny through mass civil disobedience, a philosophy firmly founded upon total nonviolence. This concept helped India to gain independence, and inspired movements for civil rights and freedom across the world.



8．The answer is D.



In Paragraph Eight, the speaker said: I accept this prize on behalf of all men who love peace and brotherhood. I say I come as a trustee, for in the depths of my heart I am aware that this prize is much more than an honor to me personally.
 Therefore, Martin Luther King thought that the prize was not awarded to himself, but to all peace-fighters.



9．The answer is A.



The word "heirloom" appeared in the last paragraph: I accept this award in the spirit of a
 
curator

 of some precious
 
heirloom

 which he
 
holds in trust for its true owner

 s.


From the bold words in the quote above, we can infer that the word "heirloom" means property in this context. Of all the choices, endowment
 has the closest meaning.



Endowment
 ＝the property with which an institution or person is endowed





Effervescence
 ＝the act of bubbling, showing enthusiasm, excitement and liveliness





Embezzlement
 ＝the act of converting money or property entrusted fraudulently to one's own use





Encroachment
 ＝the act of intruding gradually or stealthily upon the rights or property of another





Embellishment
 ＝an ornament or decoration, the act of decorating





Eight Pairs of Comparative Passages





Pair One





1．The answer is A.



… stem cell research has offered much hope for medical advancement
 (Passage 1). The quote here shows the author's approving attitude towards stem cell research.



Assentient
 ＝approving, agreeing





Censorious
 ＝severely critical





Ambivalent
 ＝uncertain about or mixing of positive and negative feelings





Circumspect
 ＝discreet, prudent





Acrimonious
 ＝caustic, stinging, bitter





2．The answer is B.



… Since human life starts from the point of conception, it is ironic to say that stem cell research saves lives because the extraction of stem cells from an early embryo requires its destruction. In other words, it requires that a human life be killed. Furthermore, embryonic stem cells stored over time have been shown to create the type of chromosomal anomalies that create cancer cells
 (Passage 2).

The quote above shows that Passage 2 is more concerned with the adversities of stem cell research.



Adversity
 ＝condition marked by misfortune, calamity or distress





3．The answer is E.



… Since human life starts from the point of conception, it is ironic to say that stem cell research saves lives because the extraction of stem cells from an early embryo requires its destruction. In other words, it requires that a human life be killed
 (Passage 2).

Since the author of Passage 2 mainly attacks embryonic stem cell research, the author of Passage 1 could have avoided the attack if he/she had pointed out that stem cells used to replace the dead cells are from sources other than embryonic cells.



4．The answer is C.




… Few quarrel with predictions of the awesome potential that stem cell research holds, but the divisions over how to conduct that research have been deep and bitter
 (Passage 2).

While the sentence starts in an almost affirmative tone, the conjunction but
 signals a turn to the opposite. Choice C best interprets the meaning of the sentence.



5．The answer is C.



Choice A is supported by … it is ironic to say that stem cell research saves lives because the extraction of stem cells from an early embryo requires its destruction.


Choice B is supported by … Looking at it from a more pragmatic standpoint, funds devoted to stem cell research are funds being taken away from other more promising and less controversial scientific research.


Choice D is supported by … There are three main sources for obtaining stem cells—adult cells, cord cells, and embryonic cells. Most research has been conducted on embryonic stem cell lines—embryonic stem cells extracted directly from an embryo before the embryo's cells begin to differentiate.


Choice E is supported by … lines—embryonic stem cells extracted directly from an embryo before the embryo's cells begin to differentiate.


Choice C is not supported by anything in Passage 2.


Note
 : Be aware of the word EXCEPT.



6．The answer is D.



Since Passage 2 only argues against embryonic stem cell research, its final conclusion Looking at it from a more pragmatic standpoint, funds devoted to stem cell research are funds being taken away from other more promising and less controversial scientific research
 can easily be weakened by adult stem cell and cord stem cell research.

The final conclusion in Passage 2 would be more convincing if the passage had mentioned health hazards posed by adult stem cells and cord stem cells. All the other choices can't support its conclusion effectively.



Pair Two





1．The answer is C.



Choice A is wrong because complete freedom
 is too broad for Passage 1 which only talks about freedom in choosing outfits.

Choice B is wrong because the focus of Passage 1 is on school uniforms, not on educators.

Choice D and E are, in some way, mentioned, but not the focus of Passage 1.



2．The answer is B.



… students can learn things about people just by looking at how their peers dress themselves. A student's personality is in some way represented by his/her outward appearance
 (Passage 1).

Choice B best paraphrases the quote above.



3．The answer is C.



The author of Passage 1 is against school uniform while the author of Passage 2 is for it. Of the two words in each of the choices, accusatory
 and bolstering
 best describe their attitudes.



Grudging
 ＝displaying reluctance or unwillingness





Deferent
 ＝showing respect





Devious
 ＝circuitous, indirect





Disputatious
 ＝argumentative, contentious





Accusatory
 ＝accusing





Bolstering
 ＝supporting





Antagonistic
 ＝opposing





Censorious
 ＝severely critical, carping





Disinterested
 ＝unbiased, indifferent





Nonchalant
 ＝coolly unconcerned, indifferent





4．The answer is E.



… Uniforms allow students to interact with one another without experiencing the socioeconomic barrier that non-uniform schools create
 (Passage 2)

The quote above implies that without school uniforms, students from affluent families may wear more expensive clothes than those from working class families do.

Choice E is correct while the other choices are not supported or mentioned in Passage 2.



5．The answer is D.




Convinced that school uniforms can exert positive influences on students' disciplines and academic performances, more and more private and public schools begin to urge their students to wear school uniforms
 (Passage 1).


With growing popularity, school uniforms have gone beyond private schools to public schools
 (Passage 2).

Choice D is mentioned in both passages; the others are mentioned in one of the passages or not mentioned at all.



Pair Three





1．The answer is B.



Choice A and C are included: For example, a global marketplace has come into being which broke through the socioeconomic barriers among different countries.
 People in Iceland can taste papaya from Hawaii, and produce and products from different countries can be sold in the same area.

Choice D is included: Moreover, globalization has enhanced the information flow between geographically remote locations.
 A phone call can be made between Cape Horn, Chile and Hammerfest, Norway.

Choice E is included: Globalization has also inspired many underdeveloped societies to be part of the global marketplace and to achieve rapid economic development.
 People from the developing countries can make money by selling their local artifacts.

Choice B is not included in Passage 1 as an advantage of globalization.


Note
 : Pay attention to the negative word NOT in the question.



2．The answer is B.



… now that corporations in developing countries have to compete with not only competitors in their own countries but also those from other countries. Without competitive edge, it is highly possible that corporations in developing countries be defeated by foreign competitors
 (Passage 2).

… The process of globalization has introduced modern cultures into developing countries. It, however, is not only modernizing but also westernizing and, to an extent, assimilating the native cultures of developing countries
 (Passage 2).

The quotes above show that Passage 2 is more concerned with well-being of the developing countries. Choice B is the best answer.

Choice A may be correct, but not as precise as Choice B supported by the above quotes.

Choice C and D are not the main concern of Passage 2.

Choice E is supported by the first quote, but is not as comprehensive as Choice B.



Underprivileged
 ＝disadvantaged, deprived





3．The answer is C.



… It is claimed that globalization increases the economic prosperity and opportunity in the developing world. However, joining the global market also means the competition is much fiercer now that corporations in developing countries have to compete with not only competitors in their own countries but also those from other countries. Without competitive edge, it is highly possible that corporations in developing countries be defeated by foreign competitors.


First, the word claim
 in the quote above suggests some skepticism. The quote also shows the author's worries and uncertainty about the benefits the developing countries could gain from globalization.

Choice A is too far to reach yet. If the developing countries can't even survive the competition, how can they expect prosperity to take root in their countries?

Choice B, D and E are wrong because there is no discussion pertaining to these aspects.

Choice C is correct because if corporations in developing countries be defeated …
 , people in Africa (developing countries) can't have more jobs or better education.



Take root
 ＝to become fixed or established





4．The answer is C.



Remember the main idea of Passage 2: The interests of the developing countries are threatened by globalization. Which of the choices supports this main idea?

Choice C is the best answer because it talks about how Indian traditional culture is threatened by Western culture.



5．The answer is C.



Since Passage 2 is mostly concerned about the developing countries, the sentence Globalization has also inspired many underdeveloped societies to be part of the global marketplace and to achieve rapid economic development
 from Passage 1 is most likely the target the author of Passage 2 is attacking at.



6．The answer is C.



It is obvious that the author of Passage 1 and that of Passage 2 hold opposite views about globalization.



Analogous
 ＝corresponding in some ways





Resemblant
 ＝having a resemblance or similarity





Antagonistic
 ＝opposing each other





Corroborating
 ＝confirming, ratifying





Complementary
 ＝completing





Pair Four





1．The answer is D.



Passage 1 tells a personal experience observing sharks under water (anecdotal); Passage 2 gives some background knowledge about sharks (encyclopedic). Choice D best expresses the contrast between the tone of the two passages.



Apocryphal
 ＝false, spurious





Archaic
 ＝antiquated, ancient





Fortuitous
 ＝accidental, lucky, fortunate





Anecdotal
 ＝based on personal observation





Encyclopedic
 ＝relating to branches of knowledge, comprehensive





Contemporaneous
 ＝contemporary, living or occurring at the same period of time





Chronological
 ＝arranged in the order of time





2．The answer is C.



… Others swam
 
languidly

 toward me, as if playing a lazy game of chicken before nonchalantly turning away
 (Passage 1).

In the context of the sentence, the words lazy
 and nonchalantly
 suggests the word languidly
 means slowly without enthusiasm. Choice C is the best answer.



Languidly
 ＝sluggishly, spiritlessly





Nonchalantly
 ＝indifferently, casually





Frivolously
 ＝jokingly without serious purpose





Grandiosely
 ＝pompously





Lethargically
 ＝drowsily, sluggishly





Imperceptibly
 ＝not perceptibly, inconspicuously





Magnanimously
 ＝nobly, forgiving generously





3．The answer is B.



… But the big bull sharks, despite their reputation as aggressive man-eaters, were strangely shy. An enormous and visibly pregnant one seemed almost finicky as she meticulously sniffed at the flesh being offered her before turning up her nose entirely. Some of the bulls lurked in the distance, no more than silhouettes in the blue. Others swam
 
languidly

 toward me, as if playing a lazy game of chicken before nonchalantly turning away
 (Passage 1).

The big bull sharks may be bellicose, but according to what the author observed, their way of behavior is more mature and less impulsive than that of the smaller ones. The words in Choice A, C, D and E are used in Passage 1, but none of the choices is comprehensive enough to describe the big sharks. All the descriptions about the big sharks point to Choice B (worldly).



Worldly
 ＝experienced, sophisticated





Meticulousness
 ＝extreme care about minute details





4．The answer is A.



… Their extraordinary skills as predators cause trepidation and aversion from human beings, even when their own survival is under serious threat from fishing and other human activities
 (Passage 2).

Though the question is about the last sentence, it is necessarily to take the tone of the whole passage into consideration to understand the author's attitude and to interpret the last sentence.

Choice A is the best answer because the sentence implies the author's disapproval of some human activities towards sharks.

Choice B is wrong because there is no laudatory remark about sharks' extraordinary skills.

Choice C isn't correct because there is no acknowledgement expressed about sharks' extinction.

Choice D isn't correct because the original sentence and the choice are far apart in meaning.

Choice E isn't correct because, though mentioned, the aversion isn't described in detail.



Aversion
 ＝ a strong feeling of dislike, repugnance





Derisive
 ＝contemptuous, mocking





Laudatory
 ＝expressing praise





Apprehensive
 ＝uneasy or fearful about something, quick to learn or understand





Supercilious
 ＝haughtily disdainful, contemptuous





Pair Five





1．The answer is E.




The idea behind the standardized testing policy movement is that testing is the first step to improve schools, teaching practice, and educational methods through data collection. Proponents argue that the data generated by the standardized tests act like a "report card" for the community, demonstrating how well local schools are performing
 (Passage 1).


Critics also argue that standardized tests encourage "teaching to the test" at the expense of innovation and in-depth coverage of subjects not on the test. Furthermore, many schools have associated the students' academic performance in standardized tests with teachers' relative performance, making teachers' advancement contingent upon their students' success in these tests. While claimed to be fair and easy to score, standardized tests are leading students and teachers in a direction not embodied in our mission of education
 (Passage 2).

The quotes above clearly demonstrate that the conflict between the two passages is not about a single aspect of the test (credibility, validity, fairness, comparability, etc.), but about its function in teaching and learning process in general. Choice E is the best answer.

Choice A, B, C and D are misleading because some of their words are used in one or both of the passages.



2．The answer is B.



Passage 1 applauds standardized tests and its author would agree on Choice A, C, D, and E; Passage 2 disapproves of standardized tests and its author wouldn't do anything mentioned in Choice A, C, D and E.

The only thing not mentioned in the passages is Choice B, so there is a possibility that the authors agree to use standardized tests as part of job application process.



3．The answer is E.



Pay attention to NONE and EXCEPT. Sometimes in an SAT test, the circumlocutory wording is deliberately used to confuse you. In that case, simply remove both NONE and EXCEPT in the question and you'll get Passage 1 implies which of the following
 ?

… Standardized tests, … , are perceived as being fairer than assessments that use different questions or different conditions for students according to their race, socioeconomic status, or other considerations
 (Passage 1) …

The quote above states that standardized tests are fairer than assessments (tests) which use different questions or different conditions according to students' race, socioeconomic status or other considerations. In other words, when factors such as race, socioeconomic status are considered, a test can't be consistent. Choice E is correct.



4．The answer is A.



… The idea behind the standardized testing policy movement is that testing is the first step to improving schools, teaching practice, and educational methods through data collection. Proponents argue that the data generated by the standardized tests act like a "report card" for the community, demonstrating how well local schools are performing
 (Passage 1).

… standardized tests encourage "teaching to the test" at the expense of innovation and in-depth coverage of subjects not on the test
 (Passage 2).

… While claimed to be fair and easy to score, standardized tests are leading students and teachers in a direction not embodied in our mission of education
 (Passage 2).

Passage 1 covers Choice B, C, D and E which are about different aspects of standardized tests; Passage 2 talks about how standardized tests affect learning and teaching. It rebukes the claim in Passage 1 that standardized tests can improve teaching and learning.

Choice A is the correct answer.



5．The answer is B.



… While some maintain that it would be preferable to simply introduce mandatory national curricula, others feel that state mandated standardized testing should stop altogether in order that schools can focus their efforts on instructing their students as they see fit
 (Passage 2) …

If some people maintain that it would be preferable to introduce mandatory national curricula, it can be inferred that there are so far no mandatory national curricula. Choice B is correct.



Pair Six





1．The answer is E.



Choice A, B, C, and D are all advantages mentioned in Passage 1.

Choice E is mentioned in both passages. However, it is a fact, not an advantage.


Note
 : Pay attention to the negative word NOT in the question.



2．The answer is B.



… Genetically altered food can also be
 
manipulated

 to carry vitamins, minerals, and proteins that they otherwise would not have, thus increasing their healthiness and helping people by increasing food nutritional value
 (Passage 1) …

From the context, it is obvious that it is a possibility in the future to make changes to the food so that it will carry nutrition … Choice B best matches the meaning.



Handle
 ＝to manage, to deal with




Adapt＝ to adjust or modify fittingly





Manage
 ＝to take charge of, to dominate, to influence





Conduct
 ＝to behave, to direct, to lead





Maneuver
 ＝to change the position by a maneuver, to steer in various directions as required





3．The answer is D.




… According to GM food companies, all GM food is completely natural and thoroughly tested for allergens and the like, meaning that the food is completely safe for consumption.
 
This

 is perhaps the most important of all, because transferring genes between plants and among completely different species may increase the risk that a non-native allergen might enter a plant, causing sicknesses in people around the world
 (Passage 1) …

To find the antecedent a pronoun refers to, it is necessary to read the sentence(s) immediately before it. In the quote above, the word "This" refers to the fact that GM food is safe for consumption. Choice D is the best answer.

All the other choices are mentioned in the passage, but have nothing to do with the pronoun This.




4．The answer is B.



… GM food on the market which was created with the same process has not been subject to such an extensive testing protocol
 (Passage 2) …

Passage 1 is about advantages of GM food while Passage 2 casts doubts on them with experiment results and some farmers' and workers' personal experience. The quote above implies that those alleged advantages are not supported by extensive experiments, tests, and trials, thus not objective. They are subjective assumptions and allegations. Choice B best reflects the tone of Passage 2.



5．The answer is A.




With all the advantages of genetically modified (GM) food, it is necessary to take an objective view of its downsides
 (Passage 2) …

From the lab rats
 to the agricultural labors
 , from bleeding stomachs, precancerous cell growth in the digestive tract, atrophy of the livers, enlarged pancreases and intestines
 , to immune system damage, reactions of the skin, eyes and upper respiratory tract, various allergy symptoms
 , it is obvious that Passage 2 is mainly concerned about health hazards of GM crops (A).

Choice B is not conclusive enough.

Choice C is wrong because the passage doesn't focus on engineering process of GM food.

Choice D is groundless.

Choice E is mentioned, but it isn't the focus of the passage.



6．The answer is D.



… The GM corns also inhibited development of the rats' brains, livers and testicles, caused partial
 
atrophy

 of the livers, enlarged pancreases and intestines, and brought about immune system damage
 (Passage 2) …

Since Passage 2 is primarily concerned with health hazards (Question 5), Choice A and E are not possible answers because, compared with other choices, they may not cause as serious health hazards. With Choice A and E eliminated, you stand a better chance of getting the right answer. Here is where your knowledge of vocabulary comes into play. Atrophy
 most nearly means degeneration.




Atrophy
 ＝degeneration, decline as from disuse





Asymmetry
 ＝the state of not being identical on both sides of a central line





Hemorrhage
 ＝a profuse discharge of blood, bleeding





Malfunction
 ＝failure to function properly





Degeneration
 ＝a process in which a tissue loses functional activity





Genetic mutation
 ＝an event that changes genetic structure





Pair Seven





1．The answer is C.



Passage 1 mostly presents facts with numbers while Passage 2 tells more of a personal experience and expresses the author's aversion
 , and opinion about soft drinks— poison, suicidal endeavor.
 Besides, the author of Passage 2 uses Here's how
 … , Way back … And now you know why
 … which are not acceptable in formal writing. Therefore, Choice C is correct.



Sagacious
 ＝showing acute mental discernment





Laudatory
 ＝expressing praise





Acrimonious
 ＝caustic, stinging bitter in speech





Surreptitious
 ＝clandestine, secret or unauthorized





Recalcitrant
 ＝not obedient or compliant, refractory





2．The answer is C.



It might be hard to get the meaning of the word in the first sentence, but if you read on and get the general tone of the whole passage, it isn't hard to choose C.


Note
 : anti
 —means against



Apathy
 ＝lack of interest in or concern for …





Empathy
 ＝vicarious experiencing of the feelings, thoughts, or attitudes of another





Antipathy
 ＝natural repugnance, aversion





Telepathy
 ＝communication between minds by some means other than sensory perception





Neuropathy
 ＝any diseased condition of the nerve system





3．The answer is D.



Choice A and B are not mentioned in either of the passages.

Choice C is only supported by Passage 1: The correlation between soft drink consumption and body weight is so strong that researchers calculate that for each additional soda consumed, the risk of obesity increases 1.6 times.


Choice E is partially supported by Passage 2: The picture gets worse when you add sugar to the soft drink. The sugar, dissolved in liquid, is quickly carried to the bloodstream, where its presence in overload quantities signals the pancreas to go into overdrive.


Choice D is supported by both passages: Soft drink consumption in children poses a significant risk factor for impaired calcification of growing bones. This situation ultimately leads to poor bone mineralization, which explains the greater risk of broken bones in children who consume soft drink
 (Passage 1) . And now you know why bone damage formerly apparent only in the very old is now showing up in teenagers
 (Passage 2).



4．The answer is B.




… The correlation between soft drink consumption and body weight is so strong that researchers calculate that for each additional soda consumed, the risk of obesity increases 1.6 times
 (Passage 1) … In this sentence, the word obesity
 refers to being overweight.

Choice B is the correct answer.

Choice A is not mentioned in the passage.

Choice C, D and E are mentioned or touched, but in the passage there is no corresponding relationship between the two issues in each choice.



5．The answer is B.



… The sugar, dissolved in liquid, is quickly carried to the bloodstream, where its presence in overload quantities signals the pancreas to go into overdrive
 (Passage 2) … When you force something to go into overdrive, you're making it work too hard, so hard that it may break down.

The quote above indicates that Choice B is the right answer.

Choice A is wrong because it only mentions liquid which may include plain water, milk, orange juice, etc.

Choice C and D are groundless.

Choice E is not right because Passage 2 doesn't mention obesity at all.



Overdrive
 ＝an intense state of activity or productivity, overwork





Pair Eight





1．The answer is C.



Choice A is wrong because there is no sentence in either of the passages stating that ambition is no longer necessary.

Choice B is wrong because the conclusions are actually similar. Besides, there is no indication as to where their viewpoints are from.

Choice D is wrong because the viewpoint in Passage 1 is not any broader than that in Passage 2, so there is no hierarchical order.

Choice E is wrong because both passages tell the facts and neither of them opposes ambition.

Choice C is correct, supported by the quotes below:


In an odd way, however, it is the educated who have claimed to have given up on ambition as an ideal
 (Passage 1).

This above quote implies that the educated in the past had ambition, but now the educated have given it up.


As a result, the support for ambition as a healthy impulse, a quality to be admired and fixed in the mind of the young, is probably lower than it has ever been in the United States
 (Passage 2).

This sentence means that the young in the United States are no longer as supportive to ambition as their peers were many years ago.



2．The answer is C.




There is heavy note of hypocrisy in this, a case of closing the barn door after the horses have escaped with the educated themselves riding on them
 (Passage 1).

The author of Passage 1 made use of an idiom "Close the barn door after the horse has bolted" meaning trying to take action when it is too late. If the educated want to give up on ambition, why do they do so after they have benefited from it? This is not remorse, but hypocrisy. Choice C is the correct answer.



3．The answer is E.



Refer to the explanation for Question 2.



4．The answer is A.




As a result, the support for ambition as a healthy impulse, a quality to be admired and fixed in the mind of the young, is probably lower than it has ever been in the United States. This does not mean that ambition is at an end, that people no longer feel its stirrings and promptings, but only that it is no longer openly honored, it is less openly underground, or made sly
 (Passage 2).

If people are not as ambitious as before, what can be inferred is that people used to be more ambitious (Choice A).

The sentence from Passage 2 … its public
 
defenders

 are few and unimpressive
 states that defenders are few, but it doesn't mean few
 are ambitious, so Choice B is not accurate.

The sentence from Passage 2 … its public
 
defenders

 are few and unimpressive
 explicitly
 shows that defenders for ambition are few (few and far between
 ), so Choice C is not an inference. It is an obvious statement.

Choice D is groundless.

The word earnest
 in Choice E makes it an unlikely answer, because Passage 2 only states that … earnest people trying to get on in life.




5．The answer is C.



Passage 2 doesn't take a side, nor does it give any reason or urge people to do anything. Instead, it tells facts. The tone is neutral and objective. The best answer is Choice C.




C．Timed Tests





Test One





1．The answer is A.



In order to lose weight, you need to exercise a lot to burn fat, so the blank requires a word which means hard
 or diligently.




Religiously
 ＝diligently, conscientiously or scrupulously





Presumably
 ＝ likely, apparently





Fallaciously
 ＝deceptively, delusively





Conciliatorily
 ＝agreeably, accommodatingly





Pusillanimously
 ＝cowardly, timorously




Note
 : religious
 has something to do with religion, but here religiously
 is not connected with any religion. It describes a way of doing things.



2．The answer is B.



If a university focuses on blending theory and practice across a diverse extracurricular activities
 , its campus must be vigorous, energetic, and must be full of all kinds of activities and events.

For the second blank, studies
 and preaches
 don't make sense because art itself cannot study or preach. If one of the two words isn't suitable, the whole choice is wrong, so delete Choices A and C.

Now you have three choices left. Exists
 sounds ok, but it's a neutral word and it doesn't match the tone of diverse
 and celebrates
 as abounds
 or thrives
 do.

Therefore, your decision will depend on the words vibrant
 and propitious.




Exuberating
 ＝overflowing





Vibrant
 ＝energetic, vivacious





Abound
 ＝to be rich in, to be filled with





Tranquil
 ＝peaceful, quiet





Commodious
 ＝spacious, roomy





Propitious
 ＝favorable, auspicious





3．The answer is E.



The words infamous, thugs
 and gangsters
 suggest something bad, so the choice must be a negative word.



Panache
 ＝flamboyant manner, flair





Constraint
 ＝limitation, restriction





Peccadillo
 ＝minor sin or offense





Trepidation
 ＝tremulous fear or agitation





Opprobrium
 ＝disgrace, infamy





4．The answer is D.




Instead of getting down to business right away
 implies that the man didn't start something serious immediately.

… no one was in the room except himself
 indicates that he did something so boring that everyone except himself left.



Dribble
 ＝to let fall in drops, to trickle





Fumble
 ＝to feel or grope about clumsily





Dimple
 ＝to dent, to form dimples





Drivel
 ＝to talk childishly or idiotically





Swivel
 ＝to turn or pivot as if on a swivel





5．The answer is C.




… hard to … since … to such an extent
 indicates that the words in the two blanks are opposites. Only Choice C has two opposite words while the words in each of the other choices are more or less similar.



Ruffle
 ＝to disturb, to destroy the smoothness or evenness of





Pacify
 ＝to subdue, to appease





Mollify
 ＝to mitigate, to appease, to pacify





Incense
 ＝to make angry, to enrage





Subdue
 ＝to conquer, to overpower, to bring under control





Subjugate
 ＝to conquer, to enslave





Antagonize
 ＝to make an enemy or antagonist of





Irritate
 ＝to annoy, to excite to anger





6．The answer is C.



From the context, it is clear that the word is related to killing or capturing animals.



Droning
 ＝making a dull, low, continued, monotonous sound





Lurking
 ＝lying or waiting around or in a place secretly or furtively





Poaching
 ＝trespassing on another's game preserve in order to steal animals or to hunt bantering
 ＝exchanging teasing remarks





Pouching
 ＝putting into a bag or pocket





7．The answer is E.



We can infer from the phrase weather events
 that the blank needs a word about sunshine, rain, fog, snow or the atmosphere around the earth.



Minuscule
 ＝very small, not in capital letter





Methodical
 ＝systematic, orderly





Metallurgical
 ＝relating to technique or science about metal





Metaphysical
 ＝highly abstract, subtle, abstruse





Meteorological
 ＝pertaining to the atmosphere or weather





8．The answer is C.



Because the emphasis … has not reflected the cultural …
 , the word for the first blank must have a negative meaning. Judging by the first blank, only Choice C and Choice D are possible answers. The word in the second blank should echo the meaning of multicultural.
 Of the two words diversity
 and uniformity
 in Choice C and D, the former is a better choice.



Disseminate
 ＝to scatter or spread widely, to promulgate, to disperse





Unanimity
 ＝harmony, unity





Provoke
 ＝to stimulate, to arouse





Aspiration
 ＝strong desire, ambition





Stifle
 ＝to suppress, to quell





Diversity
 ＝variety, multiform





Thwart
 ＝to frustrate or baffle





Uniformity
 ＝homogeneity, overall sameness





Inculcate
 ＝to influence someone to accept an idea





9．The answer is A.



The first paragraph of the passage shows that the immature brain caused by retarded development and the onset of puberty may lead to dyslexia (presents the phenomena), and the second paragraph advocates early intervention (necessary actions).

The passage didn't explain how the brain develops or how puberty starts, nor did it come up with a hypothesis or prove it with evidence from experiments. Similarly, it didn't ask for solutions, or discuss different learning disorders. Therefore, Choices B, C, D and E are all irrelevant.



10．The answer is E.




While these children's brains could catch up somewhat, the onset of puberty seemed to halt any further improvement in performance.
 This sentence decides that Choice E is the only correct answer.


Note
 : The answer is an unreal conditional clause, or is in subjunctive mood.



11．The answer is C.




… parents and care-givers can force-feed these children what would be
 
extracted

 naturally …


From the context, extract naturally
 as opposed to force-feed
 means to learn or pick up knowledge in a natural environment or in daily life. Of the five words provided, only Choice C is close to learn, pick up or gain.



12．The answer is A.



In the passage, the author explained briefly the whole process of how the bus boycott in 1955 started, developed and ended. It isn't just about its successful ending, and the incident is not simply the story of a single rights activist. The racial segregation was the cause of the division between the white and the black on the bus, and Martin Luther King was the lynchpin of the boycott, but neither the segregation nor King is the main theme of the passage. Therefore, all the answers are wrong except Choice A.



13．The answer is C.



The word override
 in Choice C means to have dominance over something. From … the (Supreme) Court declared that Alabama's state and local laws requiring segregation on buses were illegal …
 we can infer that the decision of the Federal Supreme Court can nullify a state or municipal legislation, law, etc.

Rosa Parks' experience on the bus started the boycott, but there is nothing to indicate that she planned it. From the passage we don't know whether she suffered a lot or not since her arrest. Besides, there is no clue in the passage about the segregation in the other southern states, or about the relationship between Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King. Therefore, Choice A, B, D, and E are all irrelevant.



14．The answer is D.



The purpose of the boycott was to stop the racial segregation on the bus and Choice D is the best proof of its success because Dr. King (black) and Rev. Glen Smiley (white) shared the front seat on a public bus. None of the other choices, some of which were not even mentioned in the passage, can prove the disappearance of the racial segregation on the bus.



15．The answer is C.



The first sentence of the first paragraph, As a study of the functioning of living organisms and their constituent tissues or cells, physiology was usually considered separately from anatomy until the development of high-powered microscopes made it clear that structure and function were inseparable at the cellular and molecular level
 , indicates that physiology, a study of the functioning of …, was usually considered separately from anatomy, but then it was made clear that structure and function were inseparable … From the context, if physiology is a study of function, then anatomy must be a study of structure. Physiology and anatomy used to be considered separately, but now they (branches about function and structure) are inseparable.



16．The answer is E.



The answer is also in the first paragraph. Physiological processes are dynamic; cells change their function in response to changes in the composition of their local environment, and the organism responds to alterations in both its internal and external environment.
 Without understanding the internal and external changes of our body (biochemistry) which affect our physiological processes, it is impossible even to talk about physiology.



17．The answer is D.




… accounts for the
 
nomenclature

 adopted in 1900 by the Nobel Foundation …


From the context, it must be something that has been adopted
 /accepted by the Foundation and has been in effect since 1990 up to now (accounts for
 ).

Choice A is incomplete because after approval
 there should be of … .


Besides, if A is correct, B is also correct and there can't be two correct answers for one question.

The number of prizes (Choice C) has nothing to do with the significance of physiology and the Foundation doesn't adopt prizes (Choice E). Instead, it confers prizes.

Now it is clear that Choice A, B, C, and E are all incorrect. The word "nomenclature" in Paragraph 2 most nearly means (Choice D) a set of special terms.



18．The answer is A.



From the second sentence of Paragraph 3, the interface between physiology and chemistry led directly to the emergence, in the first half of the twentieth century, of the major new discipline of biochemistry
 , we know that biochemistry emerged in the first half of the twentieth century (1900—1950). Before that, there was no biochemistry (Choice A). All the other choices are not implied in the passage.



19．The answer is C.



The answer lies towards the end of Paragraph 3: … . the communality of physiology, pharmacology and biochemistry has re-emerged. This is well illustrated by the recent discovery that nitric oxide, a tiny gaseous molecule, can convey information between cells simply by diffusing through their membranes.


It is clear that there is an overlapping area among physiology, pharmacology and biochemistry. In other words, they have something in common (Choice C). All the other choices are not elaborated in the passage.



20．The answer is B.




Harder to define, yet critical to the discipline of physiology, is the term "general physiology". This subject emerged originally from the convergence of nineteenth-century physical chemistry with experimental biology. It was founded on quantitative studies of plant and animal cells.


Here both This subject
 and It
 refer to general physiology.
 In other words, quantitative studies of plant and animal cells were the foundation of general physiology (Choice B). Some words in the other choices do appear in the passage, but if you read the whole choices, none of their meanings matches the content of the passage.



21．The answer is D.



In Paragraph 4, although there are still a number of distinguished university departments of Biophysics, growth of this subject as an independent discipline has been hampered somewhat by its failure to meld its "physiological" roots with its links to biological physics. However, the work of Nobel laureates Neher and Sakmann provides a spectacular example of how electrophysiological analysis can give biophysical insight not available through other means,
 the author first mentioned the underdevelopment of biophysics.

The word, however
 , indicates the opposite to the previous statement. The work by the Nobel laureates Neher and Sakmann has manifested that biophysics is a promising area (Choice D).


Note
 : Don't be misled by the words/phrases in the other choices which are copied from the passage and seem familiar.



22．The answer is E.




Because "function", particularly "interesting" or unexpected function, emerges from interactions that can be found only in relatively complex systems,
 the approach of reductive science, closely related to physiology, means to understand complex things by reducing them to the interactions of their components (Choice E).



23．The answer is E.



This is one of the most challenging questions. To get the correct answer, it is necessary to combine the information of the end of Paragraph 5 and that of Paragraph 6, synthesize and summarize it.

Of all the choices, only Choice E echoes the meaning of those two parts. It is challenging to understand how and to what extent our genes build and control our bodies and cause diseases because a full picture of the genes can only be obtained from constant changes within organisms.



24．The answer is A.



The primary purpose of the passage as a whole doesn't lie in one or two sentences. It is important to recall the whole passage, read all the choices and decide which one best summarizes the main idea of the passage.

Sine the word physiology
 appears in all the choices, pay more attention on the other words such as complex nature, connection with other fields, significance of experiments, how … came into being, application in medical research, development of many scientific fields, simpler and easier to understand,
 etc. By comparison, it is clear that Choice A is the best to summarize the whole passage.



Test Two





1．The answer is C.



The words over-working
 and barren
 suggest that some damage has been done to the soil, so it can't be rich in or full of nutrients.



Replete
 ＝abundant, filled.





Grieved
 ＝feeling great sorrow





Depleted
 ＝decreased seriously, exhausted, drained, lessened





Deplored
 ＝regretted or lamented deeply, disapproved of





Reprieved
 ＝relieved temporarily, delayed




Note
 : Replete
 is often followed by with




2．The answer is B.



If no other contemporary researchers can command the same respect
 , Jonathan must be the most outstanding.



Headstrong
 ＝willful, stubborn





Preeminent
 ＝surpassing, superior, eminent over others





Flamboyant
 ＝showy, colorful, ornate





Horticultural
 ＝pertaining to the art of gardening





Anachronistic
 ＝pertaining to the wrong order in chronological time





3．The answer is C.



In this two-blank sentence, the subject is a noun clause introduced by that: That no one theory of the universe can deservedly gain permanent
 ______…

In this clause, a noun is missing and this noun should collocate with the adjective permanent.



Attention, awards, dispute and criticism
 don't collocate with permanent
 idiomatically as predominance
 does.

The whole sentence can be understood as: Although no one theory … , it does not mean that all
 … equally
 ______.

If the first missing word is a positive word, the second one should also be positive.

Of the second words in all the choices, only legible
 and valid
 are positive. Because attention
 is not as good as predominance
 , Choice C is the best answer.



Legible
 ＝easily readable





Eccentric
 ＝odd, irregular, peculiar





Predominance
 ＝the state or condition of having power or influence over others





Valid
 ＝effective, authoritative





Dispute
 ＝debate, controversy, argument





Insalubrious
 ＝unfavorable to health, unwholesome





Contemptuous
 ＝scornful, showing contempt or disdain





4．The answer is E.




Opponents
 … would make any difference
 , these words suggest that these opponents are skeptical about the notion, so the first missing word can't be salute
 (C) or herald
 (D).

For the second blank, it is obviously wrong to covet
 (A) or urge
 (B) the public about environmental degradation.

It doesn't make sense to upbraid
 (C) or reproach
 (D) someone about something. Instead, you can only upbraid
 or reproach
 someone for
 something.

On the other hand, you warn, caution
 or admonish
 someone about / against
 something bad. Therefore, Choice E is the best answer.



5．The answer is D.



To make the right choice for this one-blank sentence, understanding the meaning of the five given words is the key.

If someone made a speech and urged others to do something, he or she must have been at a conference, meeting, gathering, assembly, etc.

Of the five words, only symposium
 (D) fits the context.



Reticence
 ＝ the character of being silent or reserved





Palladium
 ＝ a metallic element





eloquence
 ＝ the practice or art of using the language with fluency and aptness





Symposium
 ＝ meeting or conference for the discussion of some subject





Precipitancy
 ＝hasty or rash acts





6．The answer is A.



All of the choices can be applied to describe Mozart, but the best one, the one that covers all his talents mentioned in Passage 1, is Choice A. Each of the rest only touched one area.



7．The answer is D.



Like Passage 1, Passage 2 was also written in a matter-of-fact tone without showing deference, emotion, or sensation. It wasn't written with haste either.

What makes Passage 2 different from Passage 1 is that Passage 2 has a lot of music jargons and terms such as string quartet, string quintet, piano sonata, divertimenti, serenades
 , etc. Therefore, Choice D is the right choice.



8．The answer is C.



Look at the word immediately before demise,
 and try to match it with all the choices:


Quiet in debt? (doesn't make sense)




Quiet lifetime? (No, he traveled and performed a lot during his lifetime.)




Quiet departing? (Maybe. Not many people knew or paid attention to him because he died
 /departed penniless and forgotten.
 )




Quiet unmarked grave? (doesn't make much sense since graves are usually quiet.)




Quiet unfinished Requiem? (doesn't make much sense either because a piece of music can't be quiet or noisy.)





9．The answer is E.



From … he composed many dances, divertimenti, serenades, and other forms of light entertainment …
 , it can be inferred that divertimenti
 is a form of light entertainment.
 Choices A, B, C, and D may be right, or may be wrong, but Choice E is definitely right because divertimenti
 is a form of light entertainment
 , not for funerals or grand occasions.



10．The answer is E.



Choice A is wrong because the two passages don't praise each other (complimentary
 ).

Choices B, C and D are also wrong because the two passages are not at all opposite, comparative or contradictory to each other in meaning, content or in the way of writing.

Choice E best describes the relationship between the two passages.


Note
 : Complementary
 and complimentary
 are different in meaning and spelling.



11．The answer is E.



An American who got married in Japan might just go there for the wedding, so he/she might be a tourist.

A German who toured around France for over three months (According to the passage, not more than one consecutive year
 ) traveled for leisure. He was definitely a tourist.

A child from Montana who went to visit his grandparents in Maine was a tourist since he was only visiting his grandparents.

A banker from Hong Kong who went to Shanghai branch for an annual meeting was also, according to the passage, a tourist because he was in Shanghai for a meeting held once a year.

An executive from Disneyland in California who was stationed in Disney World in Florida was not a tourist because he was stationed in Disney World, which means he worked there and got paid there. According to the passage, a tourist is not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the place visited.




12．The answer is E.



If you have a large vocabulary and know the meaning of remunerate
 and the meaning of the words in the choices, you can just breeze through this item.



Enunciate
 ＝to announce, to proclaim





Apprehend
 ＝to arrest, to expect with fear or anxiety





Compensate
 ＝to recompense for something





Remunerate
 ＝to pay, to reimburse, to compensate





13．The answer is B.



From the sentence towards the end of the second paragraph, … These service industries include transportation services, hospitality services, and entertainment venues,
 it is obvious that Choice B is the best answer.



Accommodation
 ＝anything that supplies a need, want, favor, convenience, etc.





14．The answer is D.



The answer is in the sentence at the end of Paragraph 3: The Europeans tried to discover a sea route to India for trade purposes and in this fashion discovered America and explored parts of Africa.


In the passage, there is nothing indicating that the discovery of America was an adventurous endeavor (A), a popular activity (B) or it brought about many people over (E).

Similarly, there is no indication as to when and how Africa was discovered or how the discovery of Africa was related to the discovery of America (C). It is only mentioned that Africa was explored partially.



Incidental
 ＝fortuitous, accidental





15．The answer is A.



In the middle of Paragraph 4, the sentences … Later, it became customary for education of gentlemen to be completed by a "Grand Tour" accompanied by a tutor and lasting for three or more years.
 
While ostensibly educational, the pleasure seeking men traveled to enjoy life and culture of Paris, Venice or Florence

 …
 show that for the pleasure seeking men, the authors thinks the Grand Tour was entertaining rather than educational (A). According to the highlighted part above, all the other choices are not correct.



Ostensibly
 ＝outwardly appearing as such, pretended





16．The answer is C.




The sea side resort became annual family holiday destination in Britain and increased in popularity in other countries of the west. Hotels proliferated in these destinations
 (Paragraph 5).

These two sentences support Choice C.

All the other answers are groundless.



Increased in popularity
 ＝becoming more and more popular





Proliferated
 ＝increased in number or spread quickly and excessively





17．The answer is E.



Who are tourists (A)?— The World Tourism Organization defines tourists as people who travel to and stay in places outside their usual environment for more than twenty-four hours and not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the place visited
 (Paragraph 1).

When did air travel for the masses start (B)?— With the introduction of Boeing 707 jet in 1958, the age of air travel for the masses had arrived
 (Paragraph 6).

How did air travel affect business travel (C)?— Air travel also led to a continuous growth in business travel especially with the emergence of the MNCs
 (Paragraph 6).

Why was Egypt one of the earliest tourist attractions (D)?— The Egyptians held many religious festivals that attracted the devout and many people who thronged to cities to see famous works of arts and buildings
 (Paragraph 3).

What transportation means did the men during the Grand Tour use (E)?—There is no information in the passage to answer this question.

Therefore, the passage answers all of the questions EXCEPT that in Choice E.


Note
 : Pay attention to EXCEPT



18．The answer is C.



Choice A is what he just accomplished, part of his quest.

Choice B is what he plans to do. It isn't his present quest yet.

Choice C is correct.— The eighth grader from California said that he first came up with the idea to climb the highest peaks on all seven continents four years ago. On Saturday, he reached the top of the world's highest mountain—and nearly completed his quest
 (Paragraph 1).

Choice D is not mentioned in the passage.

Choice E is a fact, but not his quest.



19．The answer is C.




The record is
 
one thing

 ,
 
but

 standing on top of the world is
 
just the best feeling

 you could ever imagine.
 (Paragraph 2)

This sentence means that both the record and the feeling are what Jordan wanted, but, while the former is recorded in numbers, the latter is beyond description. Choice C matches what Jordan said and how he felt.



20．The answer is E.



… The group, dubbed "Team Jordan," had chosen to climb the technically more difficult northern side of Everest because the Chinese side has no age limits for climbers. The southern approach from Nepal requires climbers to be at least 16
 (Paragraph 2). …

The reason Team Jordan chose the northern side of Everest is that (Choice E) the southern side, though less challenging, has age limits. Since he is only 13, the team chose the northern side, also technically more difficult side, where there is no age limit.



21．The answer is A.



The gist of "It's important to remember, this is
 
all Jordan's idea

 and
 
Jordan brought us here

 . It's definitely
 
not about a dad dragging his kid

 to do these quests and do these mountains. People can see into his eyes and understand
 
how driven he is

 (Paragraph 6)" is that children should be self-motivated (Choice A).

Choice B is implied at the beginning of Paragraph 6, but it isn't the gist of the quote here.

Both Choice C and D are groundless.

The quest is Jordan's idea and it was he who brought the team to the Everest, but it doesn't mean that parents should never force their children to have dreams. Therefore, Choice E is not the gist of the quote.



22．The answer is D.



… There are a few key targets I must achieve to qualify for this around the world status. The approximate distance is 23,000 nautical miles (about 38,000 kilometers). I must depart and arrive from the same port, cross all lines of longitude, cross the equator entering into the Northern Hemisphere at least once and round the southern landmarks of South America and South Africa
 (Paragraph 11) …

To be considered as an around-the-world sailor, Jessica Watson must take a route that meets some qualifications (Choice D).

Choice A is only one of the requirements.

Choice B is what Jessica did, but it isn't listed as a qualification.

Jessica's route happened to be similar to that of Kay Cottee, but Cottee's route is not a required one, so Choice C is not correct.

Length of stay on oceans is not mentioned as a requirement, so Choice E is not the right choice, either.



23．The answer is C.



… Thousands greeted her as she navigated into the Man O War steps next to the Opera House, including the prime minister Kevin Rudd and premier of New South Wales, Kristina Keneally
 …

The prime minister and premier of New South Wales are mentioned. They are dignitaries.



Tycoon
 ＝business person of great wealth and power





Celebrity
 ＝famous well-known person





Dignitary
 ＝person who holds a high rank or office as in the government or church





Entrepreneur
 ＝person who starts and manages any enterprise, usually with considerable initiative and risk





Philanthropist
 ＝person who shows altruistic concern for human welfare and advancement with donations of money, property or work





24．The answer is A.



… Hopefully that will help pay for all of the Dramamine she must have needed to
 
hold down her food

 on the bumpy sea
 (Paragraph 16) …

It can be inferred from the quoted sentence that dramamine is a kind of medicine taken to prevent food from coming out of the stomach.

All the other choices are assumptions, but not supported by any evidence in the passage.



Test Three





1．The answer is E.



One way to complete this sentence is to start with the second missing word.

Of the five choices, A is obviously wrong because do vehicles to the road transportation
 doesn't make sense.

In Choice D after preparation, for
 is required, not to.
 Therefore, D is not correct either.

Then look at the first blank. It is impossible to have blueprints
 to build (B) or devise (C) more vehicles.

By excluding Choice A, B, C, and D, E is only possible answer.



House
 ＝to provide with a place, to hold





Obeisance
 ＝respect, deference, homage





2．The answer is B.



Because of the low
 … and short
 … , direct imaging of … can't be easy, clear, complete, transparent, direct, etc. The missing word must be opposite in meaning to easy, clear, transparent, or direct.



Erudite
 ＝learned or scholarly





Elusive
 ＝hard to express or define





Esoteric
 ＝belonging to the select few, recondite, secret





Equable
 ＝free from many changes or variations, uniform





Episodic
 ＝loosely connected, occurring sporadically





3．The answer is D.



In the sentence, the pronoun they
 refers to the efforts.



Environmental protection
 usually suggests a positive image. However, the word actually
 indicates that something opposite has happened in the second blank, so possible choices for the second blank are D and E.

If they actually exacerbated
 or accelerated the problem,
 the journalist couldn't recommend them, so E is not acceptable. Now only D is left.



Proclaim
 ＝to announce or to declare officially or formally





Initiate
 ＝to originate, to begin or to introduce





Equivocate
 ＝to use ambiguous or unclear expressions to avoid commitment





Indict
 ＝to charge, to bring formal accusation against





Alleviate
 ＝to make easier, to lessen, to mitigate





Deprecate
 ＝to protect against, to express earnest disapproval of





Exacerbate
 ＝to aggravate, to embitter





Accelerate
 ＝to cause faster, quicker, to hasten





4．The answer is A.



… self-claimed unbiased
 … instead of hearing from the jury
 … of their own,
 these words from the sentence show a negative side of these judges. They can be opinionated, stubborn, or even biased.



Didactic
 ＝intended to teach or lecture others too much





Sardonic
 ＝mocking, cynical, sneering





Indigent
 ＝needy, poor, impoverished





Conciliatory
 ＝tending to reconcile





Disinterested
 ＝not influenced by selfish motives, unbiased




Note
 : uninterested＝ having or showing no feeling of interest, indifferent



5．The answer is E.



Pay close attention to these legal terms.

The legal process is as follows:


a．accuse/incriminate
 someone with evidence/proof




b．indict
 this person formally




c．This person, after a legal trial, can be acquit
 ted (not guilty) or convict
 ed (guilty)




d．Step C is to adjudicate
 or to settle
 a lawsuit.



From the context, it is clear that the evidence is against some security guards.

With the evidence, the first step is to accuse or incriminate (E). It is too early to indict, acquit, convict, or adjudicate.



Indict
 ＝to bring a formal accusation against





Acquit
 ＝to relieve from a charge of fault or crime, to declare not guilty





Convict
 ＝to declare guilty of an offense after a legal trial





Adjudicate
 ＝to settle an issue or dispute judicially





Incriminate
 ＝to accuse or present proof of a crime or fault





6．The answer is E.



If something is the first in its field, a breakthrough/influence is implied, so a positive word is needed for the second blank.

Of the five choices, the word detriments
 (D), a negative word, is excluded.


Paeans
 (A) and ovations
 (C) are positive, but with temporary effect and can't influence the future health care.

By deleting A, C, and D, only Choice B and E are available for the second blank and for the whole sentence.

As for the loss
 of … muscle …
 , it is the hope of the general public or common sense to reverse or avoid it.

In the first blank, Choice B and E not implausible
 or not inevitable
 (double negation) mean plausible or evitable. Of the two choices, E makes more sense.



multifarious
 ＝having many different parts or elements





Paean
 ＝any song of praise, joy or triumph





Implausible
 ＝unlikely, unbelievable





Indisputable
 ＝unquestionably real, valid





Ovation
 ＝an enthusiastic public reception of a person, marked by loud and prolonged applause irreversible
 ＝incapable of being changed





Detriment
 ＝ loss, damage, disadvantage





Inevitable
 ＝ unavoidable





Implication
 ＝relationship, ramification





7．The answer is D.



This item pertains to the main idea in both passages. That means there is something common between them.

After a quick scan, go over the first one or two sentences in each paragraph, and it won't be difficult to see that Choice D is the best answer.

Choice A is too broad. A research can include many aspects of an issue.

Choice B is not touched at all since no solution is mentioned in the passages.

Choice C is not correct either because the focus is not on the description or function of vehicles that cause traffic jams.

Choice E is incorrect. Traffic waves are part of traffic jams, referring to the condensation and evaporation of the traffic jam. Choice E is mentioned, but it isn't not the main idea of the passages. Both passages are about the process of how traffic jams occur.



8．The answer is E.



In Passage 1, the author presented the issue by observing the real situation on highways (empirical) while Passage 2 demonstrated the situation with a circuit to show the emergence of a jam (experimental). They support and complement each other. Choice E is the best answer.



9．The answer is E.



The word rubbernecker
 is an informal word, referring to those curious drivers who slow down or even stop to look at something interesting on the road. Choice E is correct while Choices A, B, C, and D are all distracters.



10．The answer is E.



If these two cars start and accelerate to the speed limit at the same time, there would be no safe distance between them and there is a possible bump or collision. Choice E is the best answer.



In tandem
 ＝one following or behind the other





11．The answer is B.



Refer to the explanations for No.10.



12．The answer is B.



… It's a shock wave which
 
propagates

 through the "automotive material
 …

The possible answers are B and D, but B is better in the context, as the jam spreads in a domino effect.



13．The answer is A.



Choice B— … by extra cars entering from an on-ramp
 (Paragraph 7) …

Choice C— … who, to avoid fender-benders, brake temporarily
 (Paragraph 7) …

Choice D— … by merging lanes at a construction site
 (Paragraph 7) …

Choice E— … by people cutting each other off
 (Paragraph 7) …

Choice A will most probably cause traffic jams, but it isn't mentioned in Passage 1.


Note
 : Remember reading comprehension is based on what you read, not on what you assume.



14．The answer is C.



In the 8

th


 paragraph of Passage 1, the author uses a metaphor when he/she compares cars adding to the jam and those leaving the jam to "condensation" and "evaporation".



Paradox
 ＝a statement seemingly self-contradictory but in reality expressing a possible truth Tautology
 ＝needless repetition of an idea, concept, etc. E.g. widow woman





Metaphor
 ＝term or phrase applied to something to which it is not literally applicable in order to show a resemblance





Hyperbaton
 ＝use of a word order (other than the usual one) for emphasis





Personification
 ＝presentation of a thing or abstraction in the form of a person





15．The answer is A.



From the terms "condensation" and "evaporation", it is possible that the author of Passage 1 is a physicist.



Physicist
 ＝scientist specializing in physics





Etymologist
 ＝linguist majoring in historical linguistic change





Gynecologist
 ＝physician specializing in the health, maintenance and diseases of women





Entomologist
 ＝scientist focusing on insects





Otolaryngologist
 ＝doctor dealing with the function and diseases of the ear, nose and throat





16．The answer is E.



… In the initial condition, all the vehicles are moving,
 
homogeneously

 distributed on the circular road, with the same velocity. The average density of the vehicles is prepared for the onset of the instability. When a tiny fluctuation grows, gradually the homogeneous movement cannot be maintained
 (Passage 2) …

In the quote, velocity means speed and the density is related to the interaction among vehicles. When a tiny fluctuation grows, the speed may change which causes non-equilibrium of interacting vehicles. Choice E is the answer.

The root of traffic jam (A), during rush hours (B), caused by bottlenecks (C), the time of the day (D), none of these was mentioned in Passage 2.



17．The answer is B.



… The average density of the vehicles is prepared for the onset of the instability
 (Passage 2) …



Onset
 ＝beginning, start





instability
 ＝fluctuation, jam





velocity
 ＝swiftness, speed





18．The answer is B.




Homo
 —means the same, uniform, so homogeneously
 means evenly



Evenly
 ＝equally, regularly





Randomly
 ＝lacking uniformity





Purposely
 ＝deliberately





Spontaneously
 ＝acting upon sudden impulses without planning





19．The answer is D.



Only Choice D is a minor fluctuation/incident while the others are major accidents.



Test Four





1．The answer is A.



The word sat, with their cursor blinking, harder than
 suggest that this person has some difficulty finding a username. The missing word indicates his state of mind in a difficult situation



Stymied
 ＝discouraged, hindered





outraged
 ＝angered, offended





marinated
 ＝a cooking process, pickled





exuberated
 ＝too abundant





manipulated
 ＝managed, handled





2．The answer is E.



The calculator can calculate a number. Since it tells you how many calories you will burn, Choice B is (accuracy) is unlikely. Choices A, C, and D are more about time, place than quantity.



Proximity
 ＝nearness in place, time, order, etc.





Accuracy
 ＝correctness, exactness





Propinquity
 ＝nearness in place, kinship, nature, proximity





Consanguinity
 ＝kinship by descent from a common ancestor





Approximation
 ＝a guess or estimate





3．The answer is D.



With a little awareness of overweight situation in some countries, it is easier to guess the word for the first blank (understand). Of the five choices, D and E are very close. However, the second word in Choice E (extravagant
 ) means wasteful. Therefore, Choice D is the best choice.



Implore
 ＝to beg, beseech, entreat





Exorbitant
 ＝unreasonable, highly excessive





Arrogate
 ＝to claim unwarrantable





Understate
 ＝to downplay, to minimize





Appreciate
 ＝to be aware of, to be grateful





Overabundant
 ＝extravagant, superfluous





4．The answer is D.



… the urge to hold the cars of shoppers or home owners …
 indicates widespread urbanization. Consequently, the places must be covered with asphalt.

Of the five choices for the first blank, A and D are good candidates. However, for the second missing word, Choice A doesn't make much sense (the urge … has taken place
 ?). The urge can't take place, but it may take primacy or have the priority.



Engulf
 ＝to swallow up





Lacerate
 ＝to tear roughly, to mangle





Evacuate
 ＝to leave empty, to vacate





Priority
 ＝the right to precede others in order, rank, etc.





Encrust
 ＝to cover with a crust





Primacy
 ＝the state of being first in order, rank, importance, etc.





5．The answer is B.



If it is a worry for the industry
 , the price can't be rising or high.

For the first missing word, Choice A instability
 indicates ups and downs, so it isn't a good choice.

Choice B collapse
 tells a downturn or a drop, so it is better than instability.


You may cut down the price, or lower the price, but you don't breakdown the price
 , so Choice C is wrong.

Choice D and E don't fit in the context at all.

To verify your choice, you fill in the second blank with bumper
 to see if it works. Also, the conjunction but
 suggests that the two missing words are opposite.



Instability
 ＝the quality of being unstably





Lean
 ＝thin, lacking in quantity





Collapse
 ＝to fall, to fail





Bumper
 ＝unusually abundant





Benediction
 ＝an utterance of good wishes





Copious
 ＝abundant, plentiful





Proliferation
 ＝rapid and often excessive growth or spread





Ripen
 ＝to make or become ripe





6．The answer is E.




… interpersonal intelligence deals with the ability to understand the emotions of others and to work in harmony with them
 … (Paragraph 3, Passage 1)

… People with a high level of emotional intelligence may be prawn to have better social support systems
 … (Paragraph 3, Passage 2)

The quotes here from the two passages confirm the answer in Choice E.

The other choices may be mentioned or implied only in one of the passages or are not mentioned or implied at all.



7．The answer is B.




Emotional intelligence (EI) is a relatively new construct
 … (Paragraph 1, Passage 1)


According to one research, there are
 four branches to emotional intelligence … (Paragraph 2, Passage 1)


Similarly, some other psychologists define emotional intelligence as the display of …
 (Paragraph 3, Passage 1)


Here are the five traits mentioned above
 … (Paragraph 4, Passage 1)

The first sentence of each paragraph in Passage 1 all points to Choice B. The other choices are only fragments from the passage, and none of them can summarize the main idea.



8．The answer is B.




Being empathetic is a fundamental skill that allows people to
 
recognize

 subtle social signals that indicate
 
what others need or want

 (Paragraph 4, Passage 1).

The highlighted words in the quote here explain the meaning of empathetic
 clearly.


Note
 : Empathetic (Choice B) ≠ sympathetic (Choice A)



Intrapersonal
 ＝within a person himself or herself





Interpersonal
 ＝between or among people





Put oneself in another's shoes
 ＝to see or feel something from someone else's point of view





9．The answer is B.




As a result, individuals high in EI may prove more capable of utilizing emotions to better adapt to and capitalize on environmental demands, and can be more successful in life
 … (Paragraph 1, Passage 1)


… By understanding these traits relevant to EQ, we can have a clear picture that high emotional intelligence gives us more human qualities and better chances to succeed
 (Paragraph 4, Passage 1).


… The argument against emotional quotient (EQ) tests lies in the idea of putting a numerical value to represent a person's quality, especially when related to emotions. Scientific experiments are supposed to be impartial, accurate, and efficient, yet most EQ tests are far from being so. In spite of this fact, many psychologists view EQ tests as a reliable indicator reflecting emotional intelligence as an essential human value leading to success …
 (Paragraph 1, Passage 2)

The above quotes from the two passages prove that the major conflict between the two passages is about whether EQ is an important indicator for success in life (Choice B).



10．The answer is C.




Scientific experiments are supposed to be impartial, accurate, and efficient, yet most EQ tests are far from being so …
 (Paragraph 1, Passage 2)

The implication of the quote here points to Choice C.



11．The answer is A.




The information from them
 (the subjects) can easily be
 
skewed

 , as they may be driven to give the answers they believe the test is looking for …
 (Paragraph 2, Passage 2)

From the context in which the word skewed
 is used, and as the phrase as they may be driven to give …
 implies, the word skewed
 means not faithful to the fact, not true.



Distorted
 ＝false, twisted





Forsaken
 ＝deserted, abandoned, forlorn





Purported
 ＝alleged, claimed





Bowdlerized
 ＝expurgated, purified





Unwarranted
 ＝unauthorized, unjustified





12．The answer is E.




… it must be said that because of the variables in place, no test can be viewed as empirical when it comes to measuring emotional intelligence. For instance, while experimenting in these tests, one must consider the level of honesty and integrity of the subjects. The information from them can easily be skewed, as they may be driven to give the answers they believe the test is looking for …
 (Paragraph 2, Passage 2)

The above quote from Passage 2 questions the idea in Passage 1 by doubting the level of honesty and integrity of the subjects in the EQ experiments.

Therefore, Passage 1 could have better strengthened its argument if it had made it clear that all the experiment subjects are well trained and unbiased (Choice E).



13．The answer is C.




Oil spill can affect the environment in a variety of ways. It can contaminate the water, destroy the coastal habitats, and poison wild lives …
 (Paragraph 1)

This sentence from Paragraph 1 is the thesis statement of the whole passage. Supporting arguments will follow.

The idea in Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 is about water contamination, part of the thesis statement.

Choice C is the best answer.



14．The answer is E.



From the description of how oil spill affects the shoreline and the wildlife there, and the sentence in Paragraph 8: Unless there is a concerted effort to clean the shoreline, oil spill will stay on shore until weather and time break it down. It is a slow process during which a lot of damage can be done
 … , it is obvious that Choice E is the best answer to the question here. All the other choices are either groundless or assumptions.



15．The answer is E.



The word element
 has many meanings. Which one is used here depends on the context of the whole sentence in which it appears or even on the context of the sentence before and after it. Birds' feather is to repel water to protect the animals from the
 
elements

 , in addition to allowing them to float
 … Birds live in a natural environment and its feather is to keep it warm from cold, wind, etc.



Element
 ＝environment, weather





16．The answer is D.



… When oil cakes the feather of a bird, it keeps the feather from repelling water. Oil also weighs down the bird, keeping it from flying. If the bird isn't cleaned of the oil, it's sure to die. Many birds clean their feather by ingesting oil and die tragically in the process. The same holds true for marine mammals. Marine mammals' fur acts as an insulator to keep them warm in the cold water. When oil saturates the fur, it ruins the ability of the fur to retain heat. Likewise, marine mammals can ingest oil when trying to clean their fur, and die or get poisoned …
 (Paragraph 5)

All the answers could be correct, but the question here is to focus on details. The quote above describes direct contact of oil spill with birds' feather and mammals' fur. Choices A, B, and E are too broad and Choice C is not complete.



17．The answer is D.




… Moreover,
 
shore areas are home to the nurseries for different kinds of marine life

 . These nurseries are delicate and vulnerable to damages from oil spill which can affect the coastal habitat
 
from the smallest shells up to the largest boulders

 …
 (Paragraph 6)

The quote from Paragraph 6 supports Choice D. All the other choices are not mentioned or supported in the passage.



18．The answer is C.




… It is known that this affects their ability to reproduce, but people are not fully aware of the long-term impact on an animal's ability to mate and have viable offspring after being exposed to oil contamination …
 (Paragraph 7)

The quote above implies that oil contamination can do far more damage to much of marine life's reproductive system than what we know today (Choice C).



19．The answer is A.




…
 
Unless

 there is a
 
concerted

 effort to clean the shoreline, oil spill will stay on shore until …
 (Paragraph 8, the last paragraph).


Unless
 means if … not … , and concerted
 means done and performed together. Towards the end of the passage, the author urges the public to work together to improve the marine environment (Choice A).



20．The answer is D.



Choices A and C are not mentioned in the passage. Choice B may seem correct, but the word question
 renders it incorrect. Choice E touches the meaning of the last paragraph, but it isn't accurate, nor is it the main idea of the whole passage. Only Choice D is correct.



21．The answer is B.



By reading Paragraph 1 only, Choices A and C may seem correct. However, it is necessary to read the first sentence of the second paragraph in order to understand why the author listed so many negative examples. Choices D and E may also be correct, but not as direct and precise as Choice B.



22．The answer is D.



… the one that never proves ungrateful or treacherous
 … In the context, treacherous is another word for ungrateful. Of the five options, Choice D is closest to it.



Miserly
 ＝stingy, niggardly





Convivial
 ＝friendly, agreeable, festive





Desultory
 ＝disconnected, fitful





Deceptive
 ＝fallacious, fraudulent, tending to deceive





Flamboyant
 ＝strikingly bold or brilliant, showy





23．The answer is C.



The sentence did not mention the master in particular, so Choices A, B, D, and E may be too narrow.

Besides, the words … lick the wounds and sores …
 do not imply fences
 (B), flatters
 (D), or deserts
 (E).

The phrase Takes care of
 (A) is not as accurate as comforts
 (C) when paraphrasing the meaning of … lick the wounds and sores
 … ; the underdogs
 (Choice C) refer to the unprivileged or the victims of social and political injustice in general.



24．The answer is B.



To get the correct answer, read the introduction and use a little common sense about the function of the jury in a trial.

None of the choices could help George Graham Vest win the case except Choice B. Without being convinced, the jury could have turned the case around.

In the Western legal system, the jury's conviction decides the final outcome of a trial while the judge oversees all the legal procedures be implemented properly.



Test Five





1．The answer is B.



The words such as drought, killed, weak, skinny
 in the sentence suggest that something bad has happened to the grass, so the missing word is most probably a negative one.



Arid
 ＝extremely dry





Meager
 ＝scanty, deficient, lean





Trenchant
 ＝incisive, keen, vigorous





Desiccated
 ＝dehydrated, powdered





Indigenous
 ＝congenital, native, innate, inherent





2．The answer is A.




Since …
 indicates a reason, a cause, and elderly
 and health … declining …
 is the reason or cause. The result or outcome can only be to euthanize.




Geriatric
 ＝old age, aged person





Euthanize
 ＝to subject to painless death





Decrepit
 ＝infirm, feeble, weakened by old age





Rejuvenate
 ＝to make young again, to restore to youthful vigor





Dilapidated
 ＝reduced or fallen to partial ruin or decay





Revivify
 ＝to restore to life, to give new life to





Deceased
 ＝no longer living, dead





Euphemize
 ＝to use mild language to refer to an unpleasant issue, thing, or topic





3．The answer is E.



From the context, it is obvious that what the president signed is related to his wife's campaign about childhood obesity.

For the first blank, Choices A, B and C are obviously wrong.

Choice D sounds a little awkward (sign a notification?). The denotation of notification
 is more about the action of giving a notice than about the notice itself, so it doesn't seem the best choice.

Choice E (sign a memorandum) is an idiomatic collocation.

The second missing word should fit between in
 and with
 … Since the first words in A, B, and C don't work, their second words are not considered. Then there are only … in agreement with
 … and in conjunction with
 left.

Both D and E seem to be good candidates, but E is better than D because memorandum
 fits better than notification.




Etiquette
 ＝conventional requirements as to social behavior





Premium
 ＝prize, bonus





Protocol
 ＝customs, regulations regarding diplomatic formality





Decorum
 ＝state of being decorous, orderliness





Notification
 ＝giving a formal notice





Memorandum
 ＝short note designating something to be remembered and acted upon in the future





Conjunction
 ＝association, combination





In agreement
 with＝ in accordance with, pursuant to





In conjunction with
 ＝in addition to, furthermore, moreover





4．The choice is B.



From the context, it is likely that a legal case has been set up since an attorney is already involved, so it is beyond indictment
 (initiating a legal case) stage (C).

Because it is still in the probe (investigating) process, it is too early to talk about convictions (E).

The missing word is the object of cast: cast evictions
 (A) and cast conjectures
 (D) are both wrong collocations.



Cast aspersions
 (B) is a correct phrase.





Off the table
 ＝beyond consideration





Probe
 ＝examination, inquisition





Eviction
 ＝removal (a person or tenant) by legal process





Aspersion
 ＝slander, derogatory remark or criticism





Indictment
 ＝formal accusation initiating a criminal case





Conjecture
 ＝guess, speculation, presumption





Conviction
 ＝the act of declaring guilty after a legal trial





5．The answer is E.



The adverb already
 and the phrase to make matters worse
 indicate an aggravation of the problem. Of the five choices, only D has the meaning of making things more complex and difficult.



Retaliate
 ＝to return like for like, to requite or make return (for a wrong or injury) with the like





Vindicate
 ＝to clear from an accusation, imputation, suspicion or the like, to justify





Pulverize
 ＝to demolish or crush completely





Promulgate
 ＝to publish, to proclaim, to make known by open declaration





Compound
 ＝to involve two or more parts or elements





6．The answer is A.



The phrase in scattered fashion
 means these ways of experiencing the planet are not popular or well known. With this in mind, you can delete Choices C, D and E.

The adverb still
 suggests that these ways has been around for a while, so they can't be carried out tentatively.

To match the meaning of in scattered fashion
 (not strong, massive, or in a large and consistent scale), tenuously
 (A) is the best choice.



Tenuously
 ＝unsubstantially, vaguely, weakly





Tentatively
 ＝uncertainly, hesitantly





Tangentially
 ＝divergently, digressively





Sumptuously
 ＝lavishly, splendidly





Superciliously
 ＝contemptuously, haughtily





7．The answer is B.



Pay attention to the double negation in the first part of the sentence … disbelieve … is not be
 … What the writer wants to convey is an affirmative meaning: the decision
 … is justified and has merits.

The negative words after the semi colon (contradictoriness, and limited comprehensibility
 ) further prove that the decision to disbelieve
 … is the right decision. The semi colon here functions as the conjunction because.


With the meaning clarified, let's come to grammar. Of the five choices for the first blank, which ones can be followed by at
 ? Only sneer
 (Choice B)! The second word in Choice B also makes perfect sense in the context ( … disbelieve the … explanations … leave people bewildered
 ).



Shirk
 ＝to evade





Exuberant
 ＝effusively enthusiastic, lavishly abundant





Sneer
 ＝to scorn, to show contempt





Bewildered
 ＝perplexed, confused





Revile
 ＝to address or speak of abusively





Opprobrious
 ＝outrageously disgraceful or shameful





Surfeit
 ＝to eat or drink to excess, to indulge to excess in anything





Dumbfounded
 ＝astonished, amazed





Culminate
 ＝to reach the highest point





Disconcerted
 ＝perturbed, ruffled





8．The answer is D.



First, let's make the meaning of two phrases clear:



To succeed in …
 ＝to reach the goal by accomplishing something successfully





To succeed to …
 ＝to come after and take the place of



The words … left vacant by …
 give the clue that succeed
 (D) is needed. Besides, it matches perfectly well with to
 for the context.

Then look at the second word prerogative
 in D. It means privilege
 and can be used with enjoy.




Usurp
 ＝to seize and hold by force or without legal right





Ascend
 ＝to move, to climb, to go up





Censure
 ＝strong or vehement expression of disapproval





Benefaction
 ＝the act of conferring a benefit, a good deed





Prerogative
 ＝an exclusive right, privilege





Condescend
 ＝to put aside one's superiority and assume equality with one regarded as inferior





Patronage
 ＝patrons collectively, clientele





9．The answer is A.




… while … inappropriate, … not malicious.
 Here while
 means although. With this word, the sentence is toning down the situation. The two missing words linked by and
 are similar and belong to the same category. According to the context, they should mean something not very serious. Of the five choices, only A meets the requirements.



Horseplay
 ＝rough or boisterous play or pranks





Antic
 ＝playful trick, prank, caper





Stupor
 ＝mental torpor, apathy





Suffragist
 ＝advocate of the extension of political suffrage esp. to women





Asperity
 ＝acrimony, harshness





Subpoena
 ＝submission of evidence before a court





Affliction
 ＝state of pain, distress, misery, etc.





Firebrand
 ＝a piece of burning wood or other material, a person as a troublemaker





Falsification
 ＝misrepresentation, falsehood, refutation





Espionage
 ＝the act or practice of spying





10．The answer is E.




It has the potential of discovering the undiscovered facts about space, making the impossible possible, and resolving mysteries that surround the outer space
 (Paragraph 2, Passage 1)


What seems to take us by surprise may land us in trouble
 (Paragraph 5, Passage 2)

It is obvious that these two passages are opposite to each other in opinion.

The word always
 in Choice A and have been opponents
 in Choice D make them the wrong answers, because we don't know whether they were opponents in the past or have been opponents for a while.

Choice B is not supported by either of the passages since neither of them talked about how to spend money.

Nothing in the passages supports Choice C, either.

Only Choice E is correct.



11．The answer is B.




The dream once dreaded is seen with thrill today
 (Paragraph 1, Passage 1).

The sentence quoted here supports Choice B.



Apprehend
 ＝to anticipate with anxiety, fear or suspicion





12．The answer is D.




Space exploration can also
 
whet

 the human appetite for adventure.




Whet
 ＝to sharpen, to stimulate





Saturate
 ＝to soak, to impregnate





Sanction
 ＝to authorize, to approve, to ratify





Stimulate
 ＝to rouse to action, to excite, to invigorate





Scintillate
 ＝to emit, to sparkle, to flash





13．The answer is A.



Passage 2 talks about the disadvantages of space exploration:


One of the most important adversities of space exploration is the cost
 (Paragraph 2, Passage 2)

… manned missions to space impose a tremendous amount of risk on the astronauts who travel to space
 (Paragraph 3, Passage 2)

… but we may find something lethal to life on Earth
 (Paragraph 4, Passage 2) …

Choice B, even though an exception
 , doesn't exclude risk on the astronauts in the future.

Choice C, even though not harmful
 , can't eliminate other disadvantages.

Choice D is a lame reason. Even though more costly, helping the poor and saving lives are more preferable to space exploration.

Choice E, an advantage, can't counterbalance the disadvantages listed.

Choice A can best weaken the arguments in Passage 2. As long as we are seeking for progress in human history and advancement in technology, we need to pay in one way or the other.



14．The answer is A.





Astronomical
 ＝pertaining to or connected with astronomy





Astronomical
 ＝ exceedingly great, enormous




It requires an
 
astronomical

 amount on the journey to space
 (Paragraph 2, Passage 2)

The word astronomical
 has two basic meanings. Both Choice A and D can be right, but from the context, it is related to money/cost/expenses (A).


An astronomical amount
 means a great deal of money.

All the other choices are distracters. Be Careful!



15．The answer is B.



While all the choices are true, only A, C, D, and E are mentioned in the passage. According to the passage, Choice B is NOT the reason for the widespread application of fiber-optic communication.


Note
 : Pay attention to the negative word NOT in the question.



16．The answer is B.




… The receiver takes the incoming digital light signals, decodes them and sends the electrical signal to the other user's computer, TV or telephone
 (Paragraph 3) …

Attention: … from digital light signals
 to electrical signals
 (Choice B) …

Choice A and C are wrong because of their wrong order of digital light signal and electrical signals.

Choice D is wrong because of the involvement of a lens which may be part of a transmitter, not of a receiver.

Choice E is also wrong because a receiver doesn't transmit signals before sending them to computer terminals.


Note
 : To speed up the reading process of these long choices, ignore the words repeated in all choices, and pay attention to the different parts.



17．The answer is E.




… Some signal loss occurs when the light is transmitted through the fiber, especially over long distances. Therefore, one or more optical regenerators are spliced along the cable to boost the degraded light signals
 (Paragraph 3)

Choice A and B are not mentioned in the passage and may not be true.

Choice C and D can be true, but are not mentioned in the passage.

From the quote above, Choice E is the best answer.



18．The answer is C.



… The extent that the signal degrades depends on the purity of the glass and the wavelength of the transmitted light
 (Paragraph 4) …

The quote above supports Choice C.


Note
 : The length of the fiber-optic lines and the wavelength of the transmitted light
 are two different concepts. Do not choose D.



19．The answer is E.




… unlike electrical signals in copper wires, light signals from one fiber do not interfere with those of other fibers in the same cable
 (Paragraph 5)

The quote above points to Choice E.

Choice A, B, C and D may or may not be true, but none of them is mentioned in the passage.



20．The answer is C.




… Fiber is also immune to electrical interference; there is no pickup of environmental noise. Fiber cables do not conduct electricity, which makes fiber a good solution for protecting communications equipment located in high voltage areas
 (Paragraph 6) …

Choice B and D could be right, but Choice C is the closest in meaning to the quote above.

Choice A, B, D and E are not mentioned or supported in the passage.



21．The answer is C.




I now invite the House by a resolution to record
 
its

 approval of the steps taken and declare
 
its

 confidence in the new government.


Logically and grammatically, both its
 refer to the House of Commons'. Because its
 is a possessive adjective, an apostrophe should be added after the House of Commons.



22．The answer is B.



Normally, a prime minister should address the House of Commons with certain formality in the required procedures. However, due to the urgent crisis, Winston Churchill asked to be excused for the speech without proper ceremony.

Choice A may seem correct, but it is not formal or strong enough for an occasion like this. Choice B is the best answer.



Courtesy
 ＝polite behavior, help, generosity





Formality
 ＝accordance with required procedures





Convention
 ＝formal assembly, agreement





Acquiescence
 ＝the act of giving tacit assent





23．The answer is B.



… I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and sweat
 …

According to the passage, Winston Churchill had done or was doing Choice A, C, D and E. What he hadn't done, but was ready to do was Choice B as supported by the quote above.



24．The answer is C.



Overall, the passage is optimistic and encouraging.

The words comfort
 (A), awe
 (B), condolence
 (D), enticement and instigation
 (E) are inaccurate for the passage.

Choice C is the most accurate to describe the tone.



Test Six





1．The answer is C.



The missing word is followed the strength of the opponent
 , obviously Choice B, D and E are wrong.

The word nonresistance
 indicates that the art is not to quell or suppress the strength of the opponent. Instead, it is to exhaust the opponent by letting him/her spend all his/her energy.

Therefore, Choice C is better than Choice A.



Quell
 ＝to suppress, to extinguish, to subdue, to allay





Encipher
 ＝to convert … into cipher





Debilitate
 ＝to make weak or feeble





Recuperate
 ＝to recover, to regain, to restore





Underscore
 ＝to stress, to emphasize





2．The answer is D.



A is wrong because advances can't be ravenous;

B is wrong because the wolf disguised as her grandmother wants to prey on her and can't be benign. C is wrong because the word contentiou
 s doesn't fit into the context.

E is wrong because advances can't be meticulous.

D is the correct answer because both words fit into the sentence grammatically and logically.



Ravenous
 ＝voracious, extremely rapacious





Cunning
 ＝shrewd, sly





Conspicuous
 ＝readily seen, visible, observable





Benign
 ＝gracious, propitious, not malignant





Insidious
 ＝deceitful





Contentious
 ＝quarrelsome





Scheming
 ＝calculating, cunning, crafty





Treacherous
 ＝traitorous, deceptive, unreliable





Meticulous
 ＝precise, thorough





Gluttonous
 ＝greedy, insatiable, voracious





3．The answer is B.



From the context, it is clear that as a result of the financial crisis, the funding will be cut and become less. Choice B and D are good candidates, but D is more related to effect, intensity or force while B (curtail funding) is an idiomatic expression.



Cringe
 ＝to crouch esp. in fear, to fawn





Curtail
 ＝to cut short, to reduce, to diminish





Haggle
 ＝to bargain, to dispute





Attenuate
 ＝to weaken or reduce in effect, intensity, force





Procrastinate
 ＝to defer action, to delay, to put off





4．The answer is C.



This is a compound sentence with the conjunction while
 linking two contrasting clauses.

Modesty vs?; Development vs Drawback

Of the five choices, C is in sharp contrast to modesty.



Compliment
 ＝expression of praise, commendation





Compunction
 ＝contrition, remorse





Complacency
 ＝self-satisfaction, smug satisfaction





Comeuppance
 ＝(informal) retribution



Complaisance＝ courtesy, kindness, respect



5．The answer is B.



The first missing word is likely a synonym of introvert.


Choice A, B and C are possible answers.

The present participle phrase shows the reason, while the main clause shows the result, so the second missing word is in line with the first in meaning. Choice A and C don't meet this requirement.

Therefore, Choice B is the best answer.



Demure
 ＝characterized by shyness or modesty





Garrulity
 ＝talkativeness, loquacity





Taciturn
 ＝reserved in speech, silent in manner





Constraint
 ＝repression of natural feelings





Bashful
 ＝shy, timid





Magnanimity
 ＝the quality of being magnanimous, readiness to forgive others





Judicious
 ＝discreet, prudent





Jurisprudence
 ＝system of law





Loquacious
 ＝talkative, garrulous





6．The answer is E.



Passage 1 mainly discussed the possible influences of one important business method patent case, the Bilski case, to this entire class of patents. Choice E summarizes the primary focus of Passage 1 precisely and is the right answer for this question.

Choice A is not right. The definition of technology is mentioned in Passage 2, not Passage 1.

Choice B is not right. Choice B is only mentioned in the second sentence of the first paragraph. Therefore, it is not the primary focus of the whole passage.

Choice C is not right. According to Paragraph One of Passage 1, a patent professor says that the Bilski case has the potential to eliminate an entire class of patents.
 But the court hasn't reached a decision on this case yet, we cannot say that the Bilski case heralded the impending death of business method patents.

Choice D is not right. In the third paragraph of Passage 1, a patent attorney says that the judges on the Federal Circuit are reacting to the anti-patent trend at the Supreme Court.
 But the word "obsequious" is a subjective judgment. There's no indication of the validity of such judgment in Passage 1.



7．The answer is D.



Choice A is not right. According to the last paragraph of Passage 1, one issue it
 (the Federal Circuit court) wants to evaluate is whether it should "reconsider" its State Street Bank ruling.
 It is possible that the court is going to reconsider the State Street Bank ruling. But we cannot be sure that the ruling will be revoked.

Choice B is not right. According to the last paragraph, the Federal Circuit issued an unusual order stating that the case would be heard by all 12 of the court's judges, rather than a typical panel of three.
 Therefore, the Bilski case would be heard by all instead of the bulk (majority) of the judges.

Choice C is not right. According to the second paragraph, it was the Federal Circuit itself that ushered in such patents with its 1998 decision in the State Street Bank case … That ruling produced an explosion in business-method patent filings
 … choice C is wrong because it switches the Federal Circuit court into the Supreme Court.

Choice E is not right. According to the second paragraph, that ruling produced an explosion in business-method patent filings, initially by nascent Internet companies trying to stake out exclusive rights to specific types of online transactions. Later, more established companies raced to add such patents to their portfolios, if only as a defensive move against rivals that might beat them to the punch.
 Choice E is a misinterpretation of this information.

Choice D is supported by Passage 1 and is the right answer for this question. According to the last paragraph, the Federal Circuit's action comes in the wake of a series of recent decisions by the Supreme Court that has narrowed the scope of protections for patent holders … the judges on the Federal Circuit are "reacting to the anti-patent" trend at the Supreme Court.




8．The answer is C.



The word "nascent" appeared in the second paragraph of Passage 1: That ruling produced an explosion in business-method patent filings, initially by
 
nascent

 Internet companies trying to stake out exclusive rights to specific types of online transactions. Later,
 
more established

 companies raced to add such patents to their portfolios
 … Form "more established", we can infer that the word "nascent" means not well established, beginning to develop, or new.



Bristling
 ＝riding like bristles, showing irritation





Buttressing
 ＝supporting, propping up





Burgeoning
 ＝growing forth, beginning to develop, sending out buds





Boisterous
 ＝violent, rough, noisy





Bombastic
 ＝pompous, using inflated language





9．The answer is C.



The second paragraph of passage 2 states that: Bilski's argument is that hedging risk in commodities trading shouldn't be categorically excluded from patenting … Only
 
literary works, abstract principles and mental processes

 can be excluded
 … According to this argument, a stream-of-consciousness fiction falls into the category of literary works, and thus should be excluded from patenting. Therefore, choice C is the right answer.



10．The answer is E.



Choice A is not right. According to the first paragraph of Passage 2, any celebration of the imminent death of business method and software patents is premature.
 Therefore, we cannot say that the Bilski case will harbinger the death penalty of business method patents.

Choice B is not right. According to the second paragraph, Bilski's argument is that hedging risk in commodities trading shouldn't be categorically excluded from patenting just because it doesn't centrally involve equipment, wires and electricity like the telephone and the telegraph.
 Thus, an invention that involves equipment, wires and electricity like the telephone and the telegraph fits the requirement for patenting.

Choice C is not right. According to the last two paragraphs, both the justices and the Bilski counsel are concerned about the definition of technology. But there's no indication that how to define technology is a matter that concerns the Bilski counsel more than the justices.

Choice D is not right. According to the last paragraph, the justices seem concerned about defining technology too narrowly and would probably like the Patent and Trademark Office to step up and provide some further guidance in this area.
 But we don't know if the Patent and Trademark Office will define technology in accordance with European definition or not.

Choice E is supported by the first sentence of the last paragraph: Reading the tea leaves, the "technology" requirement appeared to resonate with several justices, so this may show up in the final opinion.
 The expression "reading the tea leaves" means predicating the future. Therefore, according to the predications of the author, the definition of technology will play a significant role in the Supreme Court's final decision.



11．The answer is E.



Choice A is not right. The third paragraph of Passage 2 mentioned that: It is possible, therefore, that the Supreme Court could rule narrowly and reject Bilski's patent using the very permissive standard for patent eligibility argued by his own counsel.
 Choice A is only supported by Passage 2.

Choice B is not right. The last paragraph of Passage 1 mentioned that the judges on the Federal Circuit are "reacting to the anti-patent trend at the Supreme Court
 ". But the Supreme Court hasn't ruled toward the Bilski case yet.

Choice C is not right. According to the last paragraph of Passage 1, the Federal Circuit issued an unusual order stating that the case would be heard by all 12 of the court's judges, rather than a typical panel of three.
 It can be inferred that the Federal Circuit court takes the Bilski case very seriously. But it is too extreme to say that the Federal Circuit court takes this case more seriously than any other cases of the same category. And this information is not stated or implied in Passage 2.

Choice D is not right. Neither Passage 1 nor Passage 2 indicated a conspicuous discrepancy between the Federal Circuit court and the Supreme Court toward the Bilski case.

Choice E is supported by both passages. The nation's top patent court appears poised to scale back on business-method patents … the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit said it would use a case pending before it to conduct a broad review of business-method patents
 (Passage 1) . The Federal Circuit court affirmed the denial, heralding the curtailment of business-method patents
 (Passage 2).



12．The answer is B.



This passage begins in a sarcastic tone before introducing PAS. Overall, it contained thoughts, opinions and even dilemmas of doctors, politicians and religious believers.

Choice A may seem correct, but the passage is not a simple comparison.

Choice C, D and E are groundless.

Choice B is conclusive and summarizes the whole passage.



13．The answer is C.





Thanks to

 the sophistication of technology and the advancement of modern medicine, the physical and mental
 
agony

 of dying
 
has been

 tremendously
 
prolonged

 for a considerable number of patients
 (Sentence 1, Paragraph 1).

The highlighted words in the quote above shows clearly that enantiosis is employed.



Anaphora
 ＝repetition of a word or words at the beginning of two or more successive sentences





Antithesis
 ＝opposition, contrast





Enantiosis
 ＝what is meant is the opposite of what is said; irony





Oxymoron
 ＝incongruous, seemingly self-contradictory effect as in "cruel kindness"





Periphrasis
 ＝circumlocution





14．The answer is D.



… The aggressive use of ineffectual and forced medical procedures prolongs and even dishonors the period of dying, which makes dignified death a
 
torment

 for most terminally ill patients.


Choice A and B are groundless. Choice C is what many hope for while Choice E is a fact. The best answer to explain the function of torment
 in the sentence is Choice D.



15．The answer is Choice D.



Choice D shouldn't be a reason for physician-assisted suicide (PAS), or PAS would be overused and many patients would die unnecessarily and unwillingly.

All the other choices are mentioned in the passage as reasons justified for PAS.


Note
 : Pay attention to the word EXCEPT.



16．The answer is C.



… For example, morphine drips
 
ostensibly

 used for pain relief may be a covert form of assisted death or euthanasia
 …

Morphine as a pain reliever is common and widely used, so the word 
ostensibly

 means apparently (Choice C).



Covertly
 ＝secretly, in disguise





Cryptically
 ＝mysteriously, ambiguously





Deleteriously
 ＝harmfully, destructively





17．The answer is C.




… Doctors are reluctant to follow their patients' wishes and their own conscience because they are afraid they will lose their licenses or even be prosecuted for illegal practice
 (Paragraph 7).


Although the Supreme Court ruled that there is no constitutional right to physician-assisted suicide
 (Paragraph 9) …

If physicians could lose their licenses or even be prosecuted for PAS, it means that there is no law to allow them to do so. Choice C is correct.



18．The answer is E.




Although the Supreme Court ruled that there is no constitutional right to physician-assisted suicide, the Court in effect supported the medical principle of "
 
double effect

 ," a centuries-old moral principle holding that an action having two effects—a good one that is intended and a harmful one that is foreseen—is permissible if the actor intends only the good effect
 (Paragraph 9).

Choice E matches the meaning of Paragraph 9. The others are simply distracters.



19．The answer is D.




Opponents of PAS argues that treatment refusal or withholding treatment equates to letting die and is justifiable
 (Paragraph 8) …

Treatment refusal is an action from patients. If they choose it, they let themselves die, an action justified both morally and legally. Choice D is supported by the quote above from the passage. The other choices are groundless or simply assumptions.
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