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Disclaimer





While all attempts have been made to verify the information provided in this book, the author does not assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretations of the subject matter contained within. The information provided in this book is for educational and entertainment purposes only. The reader is responsible for his or her own actions and the author does not accept any responsibilities for any liabilities or damages, real or perceived, resulting from the use of this information.














Introduction












Making money online is not all that big of a secret. The truth is anyone can conceivably become financially independent. All it takes is for you to follow a few simple steps and repeat them every day until you reach your goal.



You have to start somewhere and here is the foundation for a successful career making money online. These only have to be done once or twice, and you will be on your way to collecting income that will soon have you living your dream. The fist thing you need is a website that is eye-catching and user-friendly.







To get this, you need to purchase a domain name. This is the most important step of all. The domain name has to be in tune with what you are offering and also with the keywords that search engines use to locate products. If you are not comfortable designing your website you can use a website builder or even buy a made to order website.







Now comes the part that makes money come in. Its called content, clear and simple. You have to have content that is interesting, informative and also search engine ready.



They have to include the key words or phrases that will get them noticed by the search engines when people are looking for the item you are selling.



Some people like to the right the articles themselves, but you can outsource this work as well. This may be better if you are unfamiliar with Search Engine Optimization techniques.



Next, comes the part that is so much fun. You can find affiliates and ebooks for free online that you can promote from your very own website.



Affiliates give you a percentage of all sales that originate from your site, and the ebooks are pure profit. A lot of people will attempt this portion first, but it is important not of put the "cart before the horse."







Finally, it is time to build your links. You should use some opt in form on your site connected with a newsletter this will give you email addresses of people who are interested in what you have to say.



If you are serious about making money online find a person who has become the success you are trying to become. Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, and the person you choose will be more than glad to have you duplicate that success, in the end, your success is their success as well.







If you follow these steps and be persistent and consistent in your pursuit of success, you will not find it hard to achieve this goal. Making money online is a formula, but there is nothing secret about.



If your dream is to be wealthy learning how to use the tool called the Internet properly will get you there quicker than playing the Lottery. If you apply yourself, you can get all that you want and more.










Chapter 1 – Ways to Make Money Online: Get Paid to Review Products












Paid review sites are a great way to make money online. You can make a living writing reviews for virtually any product available on the market. When it comes to buying a product or service, reviews play a key role for many consumers.



You can get paid to review websites, electronics, home appliances, cell phones, businesses, books and millions of other products.







One of the easiest ways to supplement your income is to set up a website or blog, choose a niche, and then review products related to your niche. Product reviews can be stand-alone or comparative.



The goal of most people when they write a review is to share their opinion with the world about a specific product. A review that is written by someone who has tested the product will attract more attention than one written by someone who is not familiar with that product.







You can take a photo of the product yourself, use a picture of you using it, or use an image from the merchant's website.



If you post reviews on your site or blog, make sure you include an image and video of the product that you are writing about.



You may also collect information about different products from your family and friends. The structure of a review is simple, containing an introduction, overview, and summary.










Chapter 2 – Sell Used Books Online and Make Money












Used books are all over and finding great prices to buy used books can be done if you try. Many times people will give their used books away once they are done with them.



Go to places as flea markets, consignment stores, charity shops or online auctions or even approach family and friends to find used books. When you purchase the used book for resale, remember not to overpay.



Unless this is a valuable book, use $1.00 as a ceiling price. Keep in mind that you might have to offer free shipping depending on your competition.










Chapter 3 – Earn Money by Reading Emails: How Does It Work and How Do I Earn?












Earning by reading emails is one of the many online money generating jobs that have been used by many for quite some time now.



The great popularity and necessity of the internet have really increased in recent years, and with the bad economy, more and more people are trying to find ways to get more income running on their bank accounts.







With the help of the email reading jobs, you can easily drive a nice amount of money by reading emails. But how does it work? What should you know? What are the risks?



There are so many questions that you should be aware of but let us first understand the mystery behind this online scheme.














Chapter 4 – Got An Online Business? Start A Blog












In today's online business world today it is important for online entrepreneurs to start a blog. A blog generates awareness for your products and services and educates prospects so that they become future customers.



Why Start a Blog?



When you start a blog, it makes it possible for you to generate interest for your products and services. The more frequently you post, the more often the search engine spiders will check out your website.



Your blog will begin to draw in traffic to your website which, in turn, will help you to sell your products or services.







Making Money From Your Blog



There are several money-making opportunities you can have on your blog. This include:



Google AdSense where you display advertisements on your blog. You are paid each time a viewer click on an ad.



Selling Advertising such as online banner ads that appear on your blog to businesses who want to reach your readers.



Affiliate Marketing where you promote other people's products or services that are relevant to your blog topic. The product owner will pay you a commission when somebody buys via your affiliate link.



Electronic books or reports that you can create yourself and sell on your website.










Chapter 5 – Start Your Own Smart Phone App Design Business












Let's face it... any mobile device is only as good as the software that drives it. To get the most out of those smart phones, users need apps that they can access quickly and easily, giving them the ability to do everything from getting directions to find a nearby restaurant.



For businesses, it is essential that they be able to connect with customers on the fly so that they can be successful.







Between those two lies the domain of the IT professional. This is where having a smart phone app design business can pay off for you. Because, while they may understand the need for a good app, most businesses aren't able to design one for themselves.



They need someone who can both understand their needs and utilise the necessary technology to create an effective app.







As an app designer, you need to be aware of current trends in apps so that you can integrate successful design strategies for your clients. You also need to have a broad knowledge of various programming languages so that you can choose the right one to use for each app that you design.



This shows your clients that you are listening to their needs and creating an app tailored to their expectations.










Chapter 6 – How To Make Money Answering Questions Online












Suppose you are excellent at your hobby and you want to help others and potentially get money for doing so. There is a business model for that: Answering questions for money.



On top of generating income, this can also serve to help you create a public reputation as an expert, which can aid you with your career progression or other opportunities. Here I will share some ideas that will serve to help you to be successful at generating income answering questions.







Your profile is your pamphlet:



Do not be greedy



Prove that you know what you claim to know



Drive traffic



Don't hasten your responses










Chapter 7 – How To Freelance For Profit












How can you freelance for profit is truly a loaded question? It truly requires some thought and firm attention to detail on the part of the prospective online worker. Many would say that it involves some steps.



These steps have to be constantly reevaluated through the course of your Internet working career. But first, let's define what it means to be a freelancer.



A person that is choosing to become part of the freelancing world is someone that is making the decision to attempt to utilise their skills with the latest technology and turn themselves into a virtual worker.







So basically they are taking any talents that they have that translate into something that has to do with computer skills-plus and offering it up to an employer for payment.



By the addition of the plus, it is understood that you need the computer skills period, but then you can add more to these skills to open up more markets.










Chapter 8 – Writing Articles For Money - Your Step-By-Step Guide To Get Paid To Write Articles












If your goal is to start writing articles for money, follow this step-by-step guide. It will show you how to get paid to write articles.







Step #1: Define Your Goal



What do you want to obtain from your writings? Do you plan to quit your day-job? Or only make a few extra hundred dollars per months? Before you even get started, you should know what your goal is. Alternatively, your aim will miss. You'll be like a ship adrift, whirling from coast to coast, using a lot of energy, but getting nowhere.







Step #2: Learn About Article Writing



Before I started my career as a full-time professional writer, I learnt a lot about the profession. I invested in courses; I borrowed books; I read, and I wrote a lot. You should read as many high-quality articles, as you can find.



Get at least one good course about how to start writing articles for money. Personally, I have several in my arsenal that I keep going back to, and either re-read or re-watch the videos. This is a business where you should keep learning and keep writing.







Step #3: Think Out Of The Box



Maybe you thought that the only way to get paid to write articles was by selling them? Well, it's not. Far from that. You can make money from your articles in several ways:



1: Put them on your home page, and make money either from ads or affiliate products.



2: Submit them to article directories, and point them to an affiliate product, or your squeeze page to start your list of subscribers.



3: Sell them to other marketers - but before you do that, you should make a name for yourself, so people will realise that they are buying quality. Or they'll pay you less than $2 per article. Even if you can spit out eight articles per hour, that means that you'll make around $12 per hour, which is not a lot.



Step #4: Target Your Articles, Before You Write Them



Before you write an article, define its purpose so that you can write it the best way. There's a big difference between articles meant to be put on a home site, and an article that should get you back links, and an article that's meant to send traffic to your site. If you want the best performance from your article, you have to target it.










Chapter 9 – Paid Per Click - Get A Higher Return Of Investment












There are plenty of different search engines being used by men and women all over the world that utilise different keywords that match the queries of these people.



The idea of PPC or Pay Per Click pertains to purchasing links that can be found on a results page. Businesses that use this online advertising strategy often hire a company or group of people to handle it for them.



They make certain that their client will be able to accumulate a lot of traffic through their adverts to gain more profit.







As the name suggests, a certain amount is paid per click you get that leads a client to your website. A lot of companies worldwide use this campaign management to further their business in the online world.



If you intend on making your advertising campaign a profitable endeavour, make a list of objectives that you want your organisation to achieve within a set time frame.







There should be a proper format to follow when planning a campaign; these include things such as website selection, choosing the right keywords, and acquisition point.



Come up with a banner that is appealing and incorporates the keywords that will attract potential clients into clicking on them. Together with other SEO (search engine optimisation) tools, you will be able to make the most of your Pay Per Click campaign.










Chapter 10 – Making Money With Online Micro Jobs












Most businesses today choose to outsource tasks rather than hiring in-house personnel because it helps save time and money. Not only this, many choose to use freelancers offering micro jobs, online services for $5, as it is an opportunity to get quality services at an affordable price.







Speaking from a seller's point of view, it is an excellent platform to give your freelancing business a firm grounding in the industry. Some individuals have paid off house loans and adopted children using their income from such freelance job platforms.







If you're a freelancer looking to capitalise on the popularity of online services for $5, there are a few insider secrets that will make you success on such job platforms. Here's how to attract clients for your gig services.



Micro Job sites are free to join. However, they charge a certain percentage of your total earnings or a flat fee per job. The standard rate is $1 commission for every $5 job.










Chapter 11 – Make Money Online With Revenue Sharing Site












Are you searching for opportunities for making money online? If so, you must have come across various revenue sharing sites. These sites offer their members share of the advertising revenue they generate for contribution to a website, forum or blog.



The work involved in revenue sharing is very simple. You add value to a site, each time you write an article or post a comment. Likewise, the site will generate money by way of advertising revenue, shown on the page wherein your information is being displayed.







Profit Sharing is great for people who take pleasure in writing, blogging or commenting since it implies that you essentially are paid for contributions you made.



Although the essence of spelling and grammar are important elements but still you do not need to be an extremely talented or a gifted. You just need to have the aptitude to write about the things you are passionate about.










Chapter 12 – Get Paid For Market Research












If you think you are up for market research jobs, then there is good news for you - this is job pays you handsomely. You get to draw an average annual income of 61k and if you can make it big in here - you will be able to earn as much as 112k a year, just like some top professionals are already doing.







So if you have secured a bachelor's degree in marketing, you can seriously consider opting for this career. A master's degree in the same field is sure to further your cause as well.







Apart from these elementary degrees, what you actually need to possess is an ability to grasp situations quickly. You need to be blessed with good analytical skills too.



This is because market research basically involves feeling the pulse of the consumers and deciding beforehand, based on the collected statistical data, whether a product or a commodity to be launched will be received well by the people or be out rightly rejected.







Based on the key findings other important decisions such as advertising strategies too are formulated. This is why market research wing of every company is a treasured unit of the organization.










Chapter 13 – Ways to Making Money Through Stock Photography












Before we look at how to make money through this hobby, let us find understand what stock photography is. It is the availability of photographs which are licensed for specific usage. You would be amazed at how much demand there is of stock photographs.







They are required by graphic and website designers, internet advertising agencies and publishing companies. The best thing about stock photography is that you don't have to be professionally qualified to make money through this means. All it takes is an interest in photography coupled with creativity.



Gradually you will develop the knack to market yourself successfully and hence end up making money too!







Now some people may argue that stock photography pays very little regarding individual photographs. But those who whine about this are viewing it as a case of 'a glass being half full'.



It is true that stock photos are sold for as low as $1. But the fact of the matter is that many people can use a particular photograph. Couple this with the fact that the same photograph can be put up on several sites.







A quick math will reveal that this is a sure way to make a tidy sum of money! Nowadays you find that some people are making a living from stock photography such is its vast potential of making money.



Now how does one actually go about making money through stock photography? Here are a few things you should do to get started. The most obvious step is to commence with building your own unique collection of photographs.







Try to incorporate a sense of novelty in the kind of pictures and angles you capture. You should think about the range of collection you wish to build. Some people like to concentrate on a particular theme and be a niche provider. Others like to cover a whole spectrum of themes. The choice is entirely yours.







The next step to making money with stock photography is to open an account with the online stock photography websites. Now those companies who accept photographs from a wide range of photographers (including amateurs and hobbyists) are called Microstock photography companies. They operate on a low price high volume game.



There are some prominent microstock sites such as ShutterStock.com, BigStockPhoto.com, Fotolia.com, 123rf.com and Dreamstime.com. You can open an account with some of them. After this, you create a sample folder. This is your time to showcase your talent and get selected.



Choose a few of your best photographs and upload them. Here's a useful tip. Make sure the photographs you upload are accompanied with a short and relevant title. This can help those searching for photographs find relevant ones quickly.










Chapter 14 – Twitter Sponsored Tweets: Making Money With Twitter












Twitter Sponsored Tweets, also known as just Sponsored Tweets, offers a way for advertisers to broadcast their tweets across the profiles of high-profile celebrities or regular accounts that have some followers. How does it work?







Well here's a good way to look at it. If you're the tweeter, then you get paid for broadcasting Sponsored Tweets on your profile whenever an advertiser chooses your profile as one they want to advertise on.



The more followers you have (and the more they pay attention to what you tweet about), the more success you'll have in making Sponsored Tweets work for you.







However, if you're the advertiser, you pay money to celebrities, Web Celebs or popular tweeters for hosting your ads on their profiles.



For instance, stars like Stephanie Pratt of "The Hills" make over $2,000.00 per tweet because they have a high clout with their followers. You know that when Stephanie posts a tweet, her followers will take her word on the product, click the link and likely make a purchase.







But if you don't have that much money, you can choose advertisers that are much less well known that are happy to tweet for only a few dollars - or less.



With Sponsored Tweets, you can get a good idea right out the gate of who you










Chapter 15 – How to Sell Your Unused Clothes Online












Selling your unused clothing online can be a pleasurable way to make yourself some extra money. Not only that but it provides you with a chance to be utterly ruthless in what you give away and keep, while at the same time making space for any "new seasons" purchases you might be wanting to make!







One of the most important things to do is to make sure whatever you're selling still has its tags left on. This is the biggest source of proof that you haven't worn the clothes at all.







To make use of secondary market websites such as eBay, it's important that you makes sure you give a detailed account of each garment you are going to sell and provide a set of well-lit pictures to go with them.



If at all possible, take photos of the clothes either hung up against a white or light coloured background.










Chapter 16 – Online Private Loans: A Discreet Alternative












People with bad credit do not always have a lot of options when they are in need of money for an unforeseen expense.



Generally, those with good credit ratings will simply ask their home bank for an unsecured personal loan and they will generally end up with favorable terms and reasonable monthly payments.







This is not the case for borrowers with bad credit, however. These people often need to avail the use of private loan options. Therefore, there is a need for additional services specifically designed for time when, despite bad credit, a quick personal loan is needed.



Private Loans



Strictly speaking, a private loan is any loan offered by an individual to another individual (also called peer-to-peer lending).



Discretion Is Key



If you need money for an unexpected expense, maybe car repair or a traffic ticket, finding the cash right away can be difficult.



Online Private Loan Statistics



Since the degree of risk will vary from borrower to borrower, the terms of these private loans will vary as well. Generally, you can borrow as little as $100 and up to $5,000 at different interest rates and fees.



A Good Solution



In the case when you need money and have no other means to get it, use of online private loans give bad credit borrowers a good solution to their problems.



Though the terms of these loans can be rather strict and the interest rates high due to your bad credit and risk, if you have no other choice, they are a viable tool to help you in times of need.










Chapter 17 – Affiliate marketing












This is among the most popular online marketing techniques out there. Affiliate marketing works on a trade-for-trade basis and is generally considered to be a risk-free method.



This is so because, the company or business that is advertising their product does not have to pay the advertising charges unless a successful conversion rate happens.



Affiliate marketing is normally known as pay-per-click sales or pay-per-view adverts in layman's terms. The advertisement aims to appeal the customer into buying a product, signing up at a website, or viewing content.







As far as the conversion rate matters, the effectiveness of the advertisement is measured through a unique code embedded in the links. This code can be tracked and used to measure conversions.










Chapter 18 – Email marketing












When the kinds of online marketing initiated, many of the conversions were made through email marketing. A method by which an email is sent to a list of people hoping to sell them your product is email marketing.



This is done in order get the prospective customer understand your product. However, this method has lost its effectiveness since most email services come with a spam filter, making it harder to spread the word across and makes audience highly limited.







Moreover, such methods are generally ill-perceived from the general masses, since they have been known to be associated with spam. As the case with affiliate marketing, the payments for such source of advertisements is not made until there is a conversation rate that proves the effectiveness.







There have also been reports of email marketing being banned in some countries, and the last thing any advertising company wants to face is a lawsuit slammed to their faces.



Email marketing is considered effective because email marketing is cost effective, it is easy to keep track of your data, the work can be automated, your sales improves and also because it is quick to yield results.










Chapter 19– Internet marketing












Surveys have shown that this is by far the most popular form of advertising according to the latest trends. Emails can be blocked through a spam guard and all leading web browsers come with advertisement blockers, so it is no surprise that there was a third alternate figured out to get the job done.



This form of advertising is highly dependent on search engines to get the job done. A few ways of making money online are.







SMS Premium: One of the trusted companies to offer this kind of job is Recursos Moviles.



Blog creation: You can be an affiliate marketer and sell products if you own a blog. You can also get leads by asking for the visitor's for their email addresses. The only consideration is that you need a product to sell. Well, even if you do not have a product of your own, you can choose one that interests you from affiliate promoting websites.










Chapter 20– How To Use Cost Per Action To Make Money












There are so many ways to make money on the internet. Everyone should be able to make some money with the internet. Even if it's writing articles for other people, marketing or just doing some odd jobs on Fiverr.com or something. One of the most common and sought after ways of making money online is through cost per action.







Cost per action marketing is one of the most sought after methods of making money online because there is no selling involved. All you do is just supply leads to the company of choice and then get paid. However, there is one catch. You have to be approved and selected by one of the CPA networks online.










Chapter 21 – How You Can Earn Money From Home by Writing Reviews












If you have a skill at reviewing, you could make cash online. Whether it is reviewing movies, books, or even large screen televisions, if you can review it, you can profit from your skills.



There are a few ways to do it. We are going to take a quick look at all of them. After that, it's up to you to continue the search. Ready to go?



Make Money From Home Writing Reviews



These are the basic ways you can make money with reviews online.



Sell



Publish














Chapter 22 – Ways To Make Online Stock Trading Simpler












A lot of people want to do online stock trading but unless you know how it works then it is tough to do. Trust me when I say that setting up a trade for some time down the road is a great way to make money and for a lot of investors that is their strategy.



What I would highly recommend doing is to put more money into stocks right now since the prices are somewhat low and history shows us that the price always goes up.







With more and more people worried about their portfolios and selling their stocks for way less than they should, it is time for you to step in and take this money making opportunity off their hands.







This is what I try to do every time the market drops and time and time again I keep on making money.



What you need to understand is that during a huge upswing you can make a lot of money and very quickly too










Chapter 23 – Matched Betting












Using the technique of matched betting, and a bit of knowledge, a clever person can make money from a bet regardless of the outcome of the event.



The bettor will use one of the free bets as the stake money and invest their money in a matching bet on the opposite outcome.







That is, the bettor uses the free bet to back and his or her money to lay on the outcome. Betting to win on one side and betting to lose on the other can earn online bucks for the smart bettor.



There are hundreds of bookmaker sites opening every day, so the potential to earn bucks by matched betting is virtually unlimited.










Chapter 24 – How to Make a Website Earn Money












There are many factors to consider when creating or running a website and online business, but in a commercial world, the most important question of all is how to make a website earn money and how to make it work for you rather than you work for it.







And the focus of this is to introduce you to a different approach to making money online and exactly how to make a website earn money for you.



Because as well as overcoming the challenge of presenting products to the world online and then driving traffic to your site, the absolute goal of your entire venture is to understand how to make a website earn money for you quickly, efficiently and effectively.










Chapter25 – Make Money Writing For the Web on Content Sites












Many content sites will either pay for your articles directly or offer you a revenue sharing plan. They will give you a platform to publish your articles and help you gain visibility in the search engines.



Some content sites will allow other websites or ezines to reprint your articles depending on the rights you grant.







Because different content sites have different payment plans, you should read the terms of use closely to understand how you will be paid and what rights you have to reprint your articles elsewhere.










Chapter 26 – Gleaning Traffic From Big Name Sites












Getting web traffic from big name sites will take your online business to a higher level. It will allow you to make money fast and easy online.







Here are some of the sites you can glean web traffic from:



*Amazon.com



*Epinions.com



*Yahoo! Answers



*AllExperts.com



*Answerbag.com



*Ask Metafilter







Each of these sites allows visitors to interact in some way as part of a larger community. Amazon, for example, allows registered Amazon.com members to post their reviews of books, music, and other products. Sites like Yahoo! Answers and Answerbag.com are totally user-driven.










Chapter 27 – Become An Online Tutor!












Nine to five jobs can be mundane and tiring to put up with, online jobs such as affiliate marketing or web designing require special skills, taking online surveys can take up too much of your time, so in such a situation what can you do to make money online without spending too much of your time?







The answer is you become an online tutor.



Do you enjoy sharing or imparting knowledge to people but don't have anyone to call your 'student'? If you have trouble finding students to tutor in your neighborhood then why not resort to the internet?







The internet has revolutionized our way of working and now anyone can earn a substantial amount of money through the internet and from the convenience of one's home.










Chapter 28 – Mystery Shopping Online












Mystery shopping online is gaining more popularity as a tool worked by firms to check the quality of their goods and service providing, a raising amount of ads for this shopping are now found in newspapers and online.



It is the best method to make some additional money, but there are certain things that you want to understand prior you enter into it.







First, you want to get free time and a flexible schedule when you like to make additional money from this shopping.



This is the main reasons why a lot of mystery shoppers like to remain at home mothers or students who possess the time to do the shops.







This shows that you get a good opportunity of being assigned stores that are urgent or emergencies particularly when you first begin out as a shopper in mystery shop. Seriously check your skills when planning to do a mystery shopping online.



Internet access is essential because is access to a digital scanner or a fax machine to send the receipts to the industry you are employing for. Along with this, you will be asked to submit the written reports of your thoughts.



1. Get reimbursement



2. Understand the method










Chapter 29 – How to Make Money Posting Videos Online












Do you know that you can make money by posting videos online?



One of the places where you can earn money by posting original videos is Youtube.com. You can apply to join their partnership program. But you have to make sure that you own full rights to the videos that you submitted.



They will first look at the amount of videos being also submitted the total views before deciding if you're suitable for their partner program.







However, there are 2 sites that you might not know about, and I'm going to share these 2 sites with you.



1. Make Money Posting Videos On Revver.com



- Revver.com is a video sharing network pretty much like Youtube.com. They run based on a revenue sharing model where you can make money posting your videos.



2. Break.com Will Pay Up To $2000 For Awesome Videos



The other website that you can try is break.com. Break.com is a site that showcases funny and amusing videos and pictures. You can upload your videos and pictures all day long.










Chapter 30 – Maximizing Profit From Fiverr And Other Gig Marketplaces












Fiverr.com is a huge online marketplace where thousands of people trade their products or services for $5 - that's why it's called Fiverr.



Many people go to this site hoping to outsource some tasks related to their websites such as link building, web page design, WP install, etc., for a very affordable price, of course, because everything is sold for only 5 bucks!!







Not only website related products/services, but you can also find various products/service since there is almost no limitation, just use your imagination, and if you find something that you think could attract people's interest then you can sell it there!







It doesn't have to be something serious or difficult, as long as you think that it's something you can sell then you can sell it.










Chapter 31 – Rent out a room












Renting out a room can bring in several hundred extra dollars per month. This can make a huge difference in your finances. Just $500 a month turns into $6,000 per year. It doesn't take long to add up.







I know most people like their space but you can also be creative with this. Are you able to partition off a portion of the house?



Maybe add a kitchenette and laundry? What changes would it require to provide the privacy for an extra roommate or family? Depending on the layout and size of your home, this may be something to consider.










Chapter 32 – Turn your home into a vacation rental












Depending on your area, it may be beneficial to rent out your home as a vacation rental. Most think of a vacation rental as a mansion with a tennis court and in-ground pool, but reality is they come in all shapes and sizes.



If you have a mansion you wish to rent out, you'll simply charge more than you would if you're renting a small home in town. Nevertheless, this can be a lucrative option for most homeowners.







So how much can you rent your home for? Start by looking online at other vacation rentals in your area. What are they charging? This will give you an idea as to how much you can charge as well as the demand for vacation rentals within your area.







So where do you stay if you rent out your home? Well, like I said you have to be creative. I know of people who stay in their motor-home in a local park or stay with a friend or family member. Be creative and start generating some cash.










Chapter 33 – Rent storage space












Do you have extra room to store a car/motorhome/boat/misc.? Well then rent it to someone. Simply prepare the space and put an ad on Craigslist or the local classifieds. You may be surprised by the response. People don't always have the room for their stuff. So take advantage of this and make some extra cash.










Chapter 34 – Rent your parking space








Again, like any other cash-generating method, this depends on where you live. But for some homeowners, this may be a viable option. Is parking hard to come by where you live? Do you have a spare parking space? If you do..it could serve as a great little source of income.










Chapter 35 – How To Make Money With Kindle Publishing












Publishing on Kindle is not different from marketing any eBooks over the Internet. Although Amazon has a huge reputation on the market and offers great optimization features, there is still a need for the promotion to be set up by the author.







Buying reviews is not the best option; first of all, because Amazon filters professional reviewers out, secondly because of the credibility.



However, getting genuine reviews and giving away information while pointing to the product through article marketing and press releases is an effective way of making money with Kindle Publishing.










Chapter 36– Mobile Phone Recycling












Mobile phone recycling is a fantastic way to earn extra money when you're struggling for cash. There are also ways you can use old mobile phones to donate to charity. I've written the following this to explain how you can get cash for mobile phones by recycling and how it can benefit different people. The method of payment from the recycling are the following options-



• BACs



• Cheque



• Vouchers



Don't forget to give correct bank details when giving them to the company so you get the cash.










Chapter37 – Get A Part Time Job Online And Increase Your Income












Looking for ways to increase your income online? You can easily boost your personal income by getting a part time job on the Internet. Are there really opportunities out there that will help you make real cash?



The truth is, the money making opportunities are there. But they may require specific skills. The type of jobs that are available.



1) Filling in surveys.



2) Freelance writing opportunities.



3) Affiliate marketing.










Chapter 38– Make a Living Selling DVDs and Video Games on eBay












Once you get up and running, selling DVDs and video games on eBay is a very easy way to make a living, but it does take a lot of initial groundwork.



There is a lot to consider such as where do I get my cheap DVDs?, what is the best way to advertise DVDs on eBay? How should I post them and how do I keep track of my finances?







Selling DVDs on eBay is easy and does not require a lot of brain power but once your store is up and running your day to day work schedule will have to involve the following...







* Reconciling the previous day's sales and profit/loss accounts



* Answering questions and inquiries from eBay customers.



* Fulfilling drop ship orders to eBay customers from retailers



* Posting manual eBay orders



* Updating prices and availability on your eBay adverts



* Adding to your eBay shop inventory







Although all of the above is relatively easy, selling on eBay is time-consuming and can easily take 8 hours a day. Customers on eBay do expect first class customer service and rapid response to inquiries, so it is worthwhile investing in a Blackberry or PDA phone. This allows you to send and receive emails on the go and was a lifeline for me as I preferred to work in the evenings and enjoy my days out with my kids.







If you are not prepared to put in at least 7-8 hours a day for the first couple of months and 3-4 hours a day when you are up and running, selling DVDs on eBay may not be the business for you. If you are money motivated, a fast learner and like the idea of working from home at times to suit you, get yourself ready to make a living out of selling DVDs on eBay.







The best selling DVDs on eBay are recent blue ray movies and Disney DVDs.










Chapter 39 – Tell Client Success Stories To Win Business And Make More Money












Effective marketing involves engaging potential customers with the value of what you offer. Most people don't naturally do this though. We tend to tell people about the features or process of our product or service.



Maybe we do this in an attempt to prove that we offer something of real substance. Whatever the reason, we don't grab people's attention in this way.







The thing is that most people aren't interested in features and process, at least not at first. In fact, a lot of people can be put off by too much of this sort of thing.







A great way of demonstrating value is through telling stories, and the best stories are told by the people who have been there before. Think about the reviews from previous customers that you get with online shopping sites.



These stories are great for demonstrating the value of products and can be far more useful than technical specifications in deciding what to buy.







The trick here then is to have a few client success stories you can share with potential clients. Ask your clients what difference you made to them, their teams and their business bottom line.







Dig down to get to the juicy bits about the value of your services. Then write the stories up and use them in your marketing. Put them on your website, have potted versions you can tell to potential clients you meet, use them in presentations, build your marketing strategy around your client success stories.










Chapter 40 – Buying and Selling Domains to Make Money












You may not know about it, but there is an entire world of domain traders who make millions of dollars buying and selling domain names. They are called "domainers" and the activity is called "domaining."







They usually lurk beneath the radar until some huge sale such as the sale of Candy.com for $3M catches the attention of the mainstream press.



The truth is, there is tons of money to be made in domain trading, and one of the most prominent entrepreneurs in the world - Bill Gates - has even gone on record to say that domain names will appreciate in value faster than any commodity known to man.










Chapter 41 – Sell Your Travel Photos












Taking pictures while you travel is a must for almost anybody these days. So why don't you also make money while you travel by selling your travel photos that you have taken? Well, this article will show you some dos and don'ts that hopefully will show you how you can effectively make money while you travel.







Here are some pointers that you can take note of the next time you take pictures of the places that you visit so that they are of the right quality that you can make some money selling them online.







1. Photo resolution should be at least 2200 x 1700 pixel.



2. The format of a photo should be JPEG for most online websites to accept.



3. The photo should not contain Company Names, Brand Names, Product Names, Date or Trademark.



4. If it is a photo of a distinct property or interior of the property, you must obtain written permission from the owner.



5. If it contains recognizable people, you must get "Model Release" and upload such document with your photo.



6. Only very partial nudity may be allowed.



7. Prepare pertinent "keywords" that you will have to include to make it easy for potential buyers to find your photo.



8. Lastly and most important of all, you MUST be the photographer.










Chapter 42 – Online Money Saving - Making the Most Out of Your Earnings








For years now shoppers have tried to save money one way or the other, it's now becoming easier with the availability of comparison sites, voucher code sites, and cash-back incentive sites as well as money-saving forums and blogs. Knowing where to look seems to be a bit of a minefield. Let's have a look at some of the available money-saving resources.







Comparison Sites



Comparison sites check through lots of retailers to find the lowest online prices. Using an automated service they visit many retailers collecting prices and delivery charges then collate them together to provide a list of prices normally listed from the cheapest first.







Voucher Sites



There's a lot of various discount code sites that can get you vouchers for various shops; many of the voucher directories list vouchers for a percentage of the listed prices, codes for free delivery, maybe a gift or offers such as buy one get one free, 2 for 1 etc.







Cashback sites



Cashback sites are specialist websites that pay a portion of the referral fee back to the person doing the shopping online. You simply have to register to the cashback site then choose the store that you wish to purchase from by clicking through one of the links to the store provided by the site.










Chapter 43 – Make Money Writing For the Web on Job Boards












Job boards allow freelancers to bid on writing jobs (usually ghostwriting jobs.) Job boards will connect you with clients but are also competitive. Make sure you understand the scope of a job before you bid, so you do not lock yourself into a situation that will not make you enough money to be worth your time.







Just as with content sites, you should read the terms of use so you understand your pay and whether the job board will keep a commission. One thing to understand - usually after the job is done, you are not permitted to work with a client without paying the job board a commission.










Chapter 44 – Benefits of Online Ordering for Restaurant Delivery Services












What is a Restaurant Delivery Service?



Restaurant delivery services are a popular business that is often utilized by restaurant owners that are looking for alternatives to hiring their delivery drivers. Some of the reasons restaurant owners use a delivery company are:



• Low delivery volume



• No wireless debit machines available for delivery



• Exposure for a new restaurant to existing delivery clients



• A delivery company to coordinate the delivery times and hire drivers



• Elimination of delivery driver staffing problems







Benefits of Online Orders



1. Online orders are typically larger than orders that are phoned in. The customer has more time to browse over the menu items they would like to order, and they are prompted to add popular items along the way.



2. Language barriers between customers, the dispatcher, and the restaurant are highly reduced.



3. The restaurant's workflow is interrupted less often because they can review the order when it is more convenient. A customer standing at the cash register can take a higher priority than checking the email for a new online order.










Chapter 45– Start A Home Based Business By Providing Dog Walking Services












The services you can consider in offering to the people around your community is taking care of dogs or walking them.



When you take a look around your neighborhood, most likely, you will see a lot of households having their dogs, but the owners are too busy that some of them may not be able to take their dogs on their daily walks.







If you like dogs, then this would be a very profitable business you can get involved with. Keep in mind that household dogs do not get enough exercise, which is why they need to be walked. Therefore, begin offering your services, and their owners will surely be glad that you are willing to take care of their dog's daily walking activities.







With this kind of business, you need to know basic walking procedures, to ensure that the dog would be safe while he is with you. You do not want to compromise their safety, since their owners' love them, and you want to satisfy them with the kind of service you provide. Aside from that, they are your responsibility while they are with you.







To promote your dog walking home based business, you can always use flyers and even advertise on the web. Do not worry since dog lovers have friends who love dogs as well. Once you provide a high quality of service, they will be more than willing to spread the good word about you, and help you get more clients.










Chapter 46 – How to Make Extra Money Online With Getting Paid to Sites












Earning online can be difficult at first. There's so much information and it always seems as if you have actually to have your website to start. Many people don't have their websites and are earning hundreds of dollars every month with "get paid to" sites.







Some people choose not to take the money and decide that they would rather take the gift and give it to a family member or friend.



So how exactly do these sites work? People believe that money can never be completely free. And most of the time they're correct.







Get paid to sites don't give you free money. You're getting paid by the site to complete offers - the site gets paid when you complete offers - therefore the site can pay you from the money that they make.



It's simple. Some sites give you a choice whether you would sign up with them as a referral or points account. Referral accounts mean when you sign up you complete an offer and then refer friends to the site and have them complete an offer for you - therefore earning free money or gifts through your friends.










Chapter 47 – Get Paid to Be Online












Most internet users do the same things while they are online. They do stuff like read emails, chat with friends, visit websites, participate in forums, and play games. These are everyday things that a majority of internet users do without realizing they can make money doing those things. You can get paid to be online.







If you want to earn money for reading emails, you can easily do that. There are several websites out there where you can sign up to receive cash emails sent to your inbox.



All you have to do after that is open the emails to get credit for them. You will not get rich doing this, but it can be a good source of extra income.










Chapter 48 – Online Competitions - How to Make Money From It












More and more people are indulging themselves in making money online. Some are searching for ways on how to do this quickly by signing in to certain jobs and some would opt to do this the easier way, and that is through joining online competitions.







Many have chosen to get themselves involved with doing it the hard way.



However, some find it a bit more exciting to join certain competitions on the web and earn money from there. More often these kinds of deals are money that you can earn for quite a shorter period.







Many have been asking themselves how they would be able to earn money in an easier way without having to spend the much money for performing certain tasks online.



Some would opt to join competitions online because this is much easier compared to taking advantage of other online job opportunities that will also allow them to earn more money.







There are a lot of online competitions to join and more often these contests just a bit of understanding for more people to join in as well as easier mechanics to follow unlike when you are to take part in offline competitions.



One of the easiest competitions that you may come across will ask you to choose the right answer from a multiple choice question and then fill up some other required fields to make it possible for you to be a legitimate winner.



To make sure that you can surely take advantage of such competition offers online, you must be able to get yourself involved in as many competitions online as you can.










Chapter 49 – Become an Uber Partner Driver












You can start making money today as a Uber driver if you enjoy and know the best routes in town.



An Uber driver is a person who is self-motivated and can easily set his schedule since you are free when doing your work without a follow-up.



The payment offered is 20% to the Uber, and the remaining 80% goes to your pocket.



A person is required to own a four-door car, have no past criminal record, a driving license which is clean, driving experience of 3 years, and be 21 years of age.










Chapter 50 – Downloading Apps












There many companies that pay people to download an app and they are paid for every month that the keep the app in their phones. This is an appropriate way of making money online.







The company can easily understand the usage by the mobile and web better, e.g., the sites people enter, the popularity of the apps, the duration people use the app, and what is browsed by people on the web.







The following are the companies paying people to keep an app on their phones;



-Smart panel



-MobileExpressions for Android



-Shop tracker










Conclusion








There is nothing more tempting than the thought of making money online. Not every method will work for every one. Patience is the virtue you need to achieve success online.



Making money online is the life principle in its truest form. What worked yesterday may not work today, heck, it may not work fifteen minutes from now. If you are rigid, you will not maintain a successful online business.







If you are going to learn to make money online and be successful at it. You have to get a plan and stick with it for more than a few days. Making money online cannot be accomplished any other way. It will not be an overnight sensation, but with a bit of effort and a good business plan, you can say good-bye to that backbreaking job you now have.







The advertisers of all of those get rich quick schemes would have you believe it is as simple as "point and click" while that is certainly apart of it you have to do a bit more than that. The steps you take measure success.



The disclaimers tell the rest of the story. You begin to set hat you have to buy certain things and do certain actions for the programs to be of any use to you at all.







A lot of people will readily invest hundreds for the latest online money making scheme simply because it promises to make them success without them having to do more than make up a pass word. They sell you ebooks with steps to take but with little actual knowledge about how to implement those steps.







Research the program before you buy. If the person claims they have a million-dollar site, then visit it. See for yourself if this person is a fraud or not. There are those out there that are selling practical help to get you started in an online business these are the ones willing to lean over your shoulder and teach you step by step how to succeed.







Making money online seems like a way to get rich with no effort. This simply is not the way it works.



A lot of making money online advertisements would have you believe that you just pay a small fee and the money will start rolling in. Remember nothing in, nothing out is the rule. You have to play a part in your success.







The business model you choose will mean the difference in success and failure of your business. Making money online is not a hard task it just takes knowledge and persistence.







The steps you take measure success. Making money online often hinges on having a site that is both noticeable and easy to navigate. Research the program before you buy. If the person claims they have a million-dollar site, then visit it. If you are spending money for training having access to a live person makes all the difference.



Your business only grows if people are aware that it is there.
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Introduction








Social media marketing is based on interacting socially online with websites like Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, LinkedIn, YouTube and also not leaving behind Google+.



Social media is a tool that can be used to brand your products and services online. The higher you generate your brand, the more exposure your business gets because you are creating your presence on the Internet. This is number one advantage that you can get from social media marketing.







The second main advantage is getting more traffic for your services. This is mainly achieved by use of search to bring in traffic by using things like paid advertising. For instance, posting images on twitter results into people visiting that tweet and you’re directing that traffic to your website.



Let’s talk about the process for social media marketing, and a few tips on how to do it.







1)
 
 The first thing that you’ve got to do in social media marketing is you’ve got to identify your target market. You’ve got to know who your customers are; who your audience is.











2)
 
 The second and most important consideration that you need to do is to work out on your message or your brand. What are you going to be showing to your customers? Are you going to be an expensive business? Are you trying to be a thought leader in your niche? Are you just offering services? All these things you’ve got to think of when you do social media marketing.















3)
 
 Also, you should work on your strategy. So, how are you going to do it? Social media marketing isn’t a set and forget proposition. You need to continually do it.











4)
 
 Lastly, choose the appropriate social media marketing tool that suits well and go hand in hand with your strategy.







For example, you have many social media marketing tools to choose from, starting from Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, LinkedIn, YouTube, Google+ and many more. So you have to find out which one will work best for your business model. There are literally hundreds and thousands of social media channels online but if you concentrate on a few and do them well your business should thrive.



In this book we are going to go through some of the most popular online marketing tools like Facebook, Twitter is absolutely massive as well. Pinterest, is good for businesses that do a lot of ecommerce and other social media marketing tools.










Chapter 1- Understanding Social Media










We can put Social media marketing as an online communication tool that you can use to promote your business.



This type of online marketing can be used to promote a product you specifically need to introduce in the market as a new product or service you may need to offer. Social media marketing helps you to communicate openly and directly with targeted client.







When promoting your services or products, it is most crucial to carefully choose the right and appropriate form of social media tools. The advantage of choosing the right tool to promote your product aids in making better use of your budget and guide in building your reputation too.



The kind of social media tool you are using should always be up-to-date to make sure it presents you well. And most importantly, you should commit most of your time and capital to ensure the tool meets the intended function in promoting your product and services.







THE IMPORTANT OF USING SOCIAL MEDIA



1) Using Social media as a marketing tool will aid create a bond between you and your targeted customers that is fast and easy to use.



2) You can promote your videos, if you are doing a live show comedy and anything you want to promote.



3) It can be used to invite people to events, gain support for causes, and keep in touch with fans/supports



4) Social media can allow you to forge relationships with key online influencers. All the main social networking sites offer tools to help you find and make new connections and you can also join relevant groups.



5) Also, by the use of analytic tools will assist in monitoring the usefulness of your social media activity.






Chapter 2- Facebook










This is an online social media network where users create a profile and request their friends to view and engage their profile. Facebook has over one billion active users. Facebook users are able to add fan sites to their pages to engage directly with fans without having to add them as friends. On your fan page, your fans will “like” your page and then have access to all of your updates, photos, events and information.







Facebook is one of the most widely used forms of social media and can be a great source for getting your message out to the right people. Once you’ve created your profile you’ll be up and running to start building your customer base.



To help you find who you’re looking for, you’ll notice at the top of your page there’s a search bar where you can type in specific keywords to find individuals, businesses, and other features unique to Facebook.







Some of the unique features that you’ll find in addition to people are groups and fan pages. Groups are forums that are centered on a specific topic of interest that you can either join or even create your own.



No matter what industry you’re in, there’s probably a group out there for you and you can always create another one to grow your network.







Groups are a great way to find, interact with your customers, and keep them engaged. Fan pages are similar to personal pages but are a little different in that they have some restrictions that personal pages don’t. Fan pages are more appropriate for businesses, organizations, or public figures because they only provide information for general public rather than personal information that may be shared on someone’s personal Facebook page.



One of the greatest benefits to Facebook is the ability to cultivate a relationship through direct interaction. User comments, likes, or shares your posts are known as edges. Edges help determine where a post will be ranked on other users’ pages and can even be tracked by Facebook’s proprietary algorithm known as Edge rank.







Your goal should be to get as much user interaction on your page and the best way to do that is by asking questions in your status updates.



Asking questions are great way to encourage comments which will increase the weight of your posts help rank them higher. Another great way to engage Facebook users is with funny videos or pictures.



Not only will these types of content get likes and comments, but they are most likely to be shared to their own profile which gives you free advertising. If you are posting a text post, it’s best to keep it short.







Facebook gives you the option of setting up paid advertisements. Paid advertising enables you to show up on the sidebar of someone’s page who hasn’t liked your page yet. You can use paid ads to highlight your entire page or even just a single post. The greatest advantage of paid ads are that the more pay, the higher you’ll rank on a person’s page and increase the chances of you getting noticed. Looking for a specific demographic?







Paid ads allows you to select locations, age, and gender when setting up your ads to help you narrow your marketing focus so you won’t waste your budget on the wrong audience.



Facebook also gives you a few more options that enable you to collect email addresses, demographics, among other important information.



Running contests are a great way to drive buzz around your profile and engage your fans. One of the best ways to use contests is to get your fans to gets as many people as they can to like your page.







Whoever brings you the most likes wins the contest. People are much more likely to trust their friend’s recommendations rather than a solicitation from someone they don’t know so contests can be a great way to encourage sharing.



It is incredibly important to engage with your fans by keeping them up-to-date on all the things your organization is doing. They liked your page because they like your organization and expect updates from you.







Facebook is free to users but gain profits from advertisers. You are also able to use Facebook to advertise your organization or “promote” certain posts to target audiences. Includes page engagement data that can help you understand your audience and post reach.







Let’s look on various ways you can use Facebook



1) You can research audience using Facebook’s data collection and Facebook Insights



2) Offers post boosts and ad promotion to general or targeted audience depending on budget



3) Facebook can help you Link to all other social media sites



4) Reach based on paid ads or “organic” which means without help from paid services



5) Will tell different types of engagement and track information over a period of time



6) Also, it can aid you share on other websites







THINGS YOU GAIN WHILE USING FACEBOOK



1) Fan pages are able to update more frequently and should do so



2) Offers a nice tutorial on how to begin a fan page



3) You can update Facebook status as Tweets, Instagram, and blog posts.



4) One thing about Facebook there is no character limit and you can still use full sentences on Facebook status.



5) Facebook always allow comments from other users which help in improvising on your product or service.



6) Can post events, new videos, new material and many more services as well as advertising individual projects.



7) Facebook allows and help you to interact more with your targeted audiences.










Chapter 3- Twitter










This kind of social media is commonly described as a micro-blogging site since it has 140 character limit. It comes with great merits as you can receive or upload things quickly such as news from friends, family, news channels, journalists, actors, singers, and companies. You can create lists in Twitter to separate friends from companies or two have your news outlets together.







How Twitter works



1) Updates to twitter can be every minute, every hour, every day



2) You can ultimately recommend tweets from twitter after you post your products, and it also comes with great forum for jokes. Additionally, you can demonstrate and showcase your talents using different shows.



3) Twitter is also used by live performers to announce show dates, Connect with other writers, comedians, actors, and casting agencies







In Twitter, hashtag creates a subject tag and this can help you creating one specifically for your organization, projects, subjects, actors, etc. The hashtag help people search and find you by following the tags.







Spread the hashtag to other users, the more it is used the more people pay attention to you. Also, you can respond to tweets from others, it’s just polite. Especially if they use your hashtag, retweet something you said, or use your name.



Create twitter conversations with other users. If someone on your team has a twitter, engage with them. It lets their followers know what they are doing and can bring followers over.







MARKETING YOUR BUSINESS ON TWITTER







You can use different ways to drive more traffic to your website and convert more visitors into paying customers.







1)
 
 First of all, the best part about Twitter marketing is it gives you the ability to reach out to your audience. So, the first strategy to Twitter marketing is to use its search functions. This is by finding a relevant topic that people can find important.











2)
 
 Secondly, after you’ve found people relevant to your topic, go ahead and is talk to people. This step is most crucial when in cooperating social media marketing and this engagement is important to social media marketing; and the reason is, when you reach out and talk with someone, you are literally implanting yourself in their mind.



You’re carving out a little slot in their brain that lets them know you’re a real person and you exist.











There are so many people out there that are purely automating their social media presence but what you want to do is present yourself as a real person that really stands out to people. People will soon start to notice that you’re there to be a part of the community.











3)
 
 Two updates a day that have been prescheduled and automated to be sent out over. Doing so will allow you to stay present and stay in the forefront of people’s mind without sucking up a ton of time to spending hours on Twitter.







It’s really the last piece that puts the whole strategy together. By searching for people who are relevant to your topic, engaging and reaching out to them, you will ultimately get back a huge turnout from your targeted audiences.







And last, add in some automation to keep your momentum going with your Twitter marketing efforts.






Chapter 4- Blog










Blog can be described as a website that publishes a running archive of dated entries. It can also be described as a regularly updated, primarily text-based website with individual, dated posts that are displayed chronologically.



The word can also be used as a verb, as in “to blog,” meaning to actively submit posts to a website, which is also referred to as “blogging.” The people who run blogs are known as “bloggers,” and the whole collection of all the internet’s blogs is known as the “blogosphere.”







The anatomy of a traditional, text-based blog is nothing more than a basic website with a bunch of dated entries. All of the blogging services that host blogs allow bloggers to customize the look of their blog, by choosing text colors, fonts, and an overall layout or design. Many use professionally created templates that can be fully customized but that require no programming to use.







A successful blog must have four main features:



1. A steady stream of original, interesting, informative, engaging, and/or entertaining content. The content should be targeted to its audience and displayed or presented in a way that’s easy to read and visually appealing.



2. A large and ever-growing audience



3. One or more reliable revenue sources (if the goal of the blog is, in fact, to generate revenue)



4. It should be synergistic with all of your other online activities, including what you do via your website, Facebook page, Twitter feed, and YouTube channel, etc. It can also be easily linked to Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Vine and many other sites.






Chapter 5- Pinterest, Instagram & LinkedIn










PINTEREST



Pinterest is unique in the social media spectrum because it’s primarily visual. When you set up an account, you will be able to start pin boards on whatever topics you are interested in. Then you can either upload files from your computer or post a link from a website, which makes it a great way to increase traffic.







It can also be described as a virtual pin board where users can “pin” images on a variety of topics, such as home dcor, recipes, and apparel. Pinterest users then create boards to house the images, so users may have one specific to anniversary planning, birthday parties, favorite recipes or quotes, for example.







The cyber-version of “vision-boards,” users have the opportunity to browse and share images. Pinterest is also great if you are an organization with crafts, projects, or want to show similar crafts things that you have made. The difference between this and Instagram is that with Pinterest you can “pin” from other websites.



With Pinterest you can also collect and share ideas with others and have the ability to search and order items.







One of the major benefits of Pinterest is that you don’t have to worry about your posts getting lost in the shuffle like Twitter and Facebook. Once you pin something it will remain a part of your board for anyone to see and re-pin long after you’ve pinned it, which means other Pinners can potentially become a built in sales force by re-pinning your content to their boards.







As with Facebook and Twitter you can use keywords with hashtags in the description section to help people find you. Not only do you want to make sure people find you but you also want to make it as easy as possible for people to share you, so don’t forget to add a Pin It button to your website to make it easy for others to share your content.







Don’t be afraid to re-pin content from other pinners’ boards either, the more pins you have the easier it will be for someone else to find you. If you’re engaging in commerce, Pinterest has the added feature of being able to put a price on the pinned photo itself so pinners will be able to shop on your boards with ease.







UTILIZING PINTEREST AS A MARKETING TOOL FOR YOUR PRODUCT



As we have mentioned earlier, Pinterest is a virtual pin board website where you can showcase your likes, your interests, your hobbies, or anything else in the form of images. You can post things like favorite travel destinations, books you strongly recommend, products that make money, Facebook marketing, Chiropractic marketing, favorite watches, favorite movies, etc.







Depending on what type of business that you have, you can funnel a lot of that traffic in and out of your websites, or places of interest that you like, or you can meet new people to connect with.







HOW TO JOIN PINTEREST



When you get invitation to joining Pinterest and you accept it, you will need to learn some of the basics things about the site. Depending on what type of business you have, this could be a very easy way to meet and connect with a targeted demographic.



It operates similar to sites like Twitter and Facebook. You have follow features. You have like features that ultimately can garner your popularity and exposure. So, make sure you’re definitely capitalizing on Pinterest; and have created a profile.







Let me walk you through some of the things in terms of an introduction. So, the first thing that you’ll want to do is go to your Setting tab. And in the Settings tab, you’ll find things like a place where you can edit your profile. You can find ways to connect to Facebook; ways to connect with Twitter, etc.



You can make this profile public, which you definitely want to do. You don’t want to necessarily hide it from the search engines because there is search engine value on Pinterest. Since it is highly ranked, you can definitely enhance your search engine optimization.







Now, you can click on a link that says “Add a Pin,” “Upload a Pin”, or “Create a Separate Board from your computer.” Each of these is a separate board. Again, think of this as a vision board or a virtual pin board. Now let’s go to “Add a Pin.” You could add a pin.



You could enter a website URL. If you see an image that you like, you can enter it in. When you click on “Find Images,” it will populate the images from that particular website and you can select the one which you choose to utilize in your profile. Make sure you correlate it though, because you’ll have to create these pin boards first.







Great thing is, when you post images, other people on the network - not just your followers and friends can see what you like and they can elect to like these pins or re-pin them, which just means to re-tweet. You can do the same thing on Pinterest as you can on Twitter.







So, the next thing you can do is navigate to the ‘about section’. And if you wanted to, you can get a “Pin It” button for your blog or website so that people can automatically pin and share your content much, much easier. So, just click on ‘Pins’, for example, and you can see that you can sort by boards, pins, or likes.







If you go to ‘boards’ you can search entire boards of people that are talking about your subject of interest or have posted images. But the real cool thing is if you click on the people tab, you can meet local people in your city - business owners or people that you may want to get your pins, your message, or your brand in front of. Pinterest does not have any limits or restrictions like Facebook or Twitter, and some of these other websites.







Pinterest are worth in terms of exposure and traffic to your website.



Taking advantage of all this traffic and putting messages in front of where the people are, and it is certain that you’re going to notice an increase in the website visitors that you have and greater brand exposure, which will lead to more clients. Pinterest drives more traffic than Google+, LinkedIn and YouTube.







INSTAGRAM



On Instagram, users take photos from their daily lives and have the option to apply a variety of filters to enhance or touch-up their images. You can add a caption and tag users in the photo. Users then have the ability to share their images on various social network sites as well as Instagram’s own social network. Users also have the ability to “like” other users’ photos and share with their own friends.







The hash tag has the same purpose as it does on Twitter and allows people to search through photos based on hashtags.



Followers are allowed to comment and use your name in photos they take. Remember that creating a hashtag for your organization is very important



Instagram is for visual fans who want to see what you are doing, what you see, and what you find interesting through photos and different camera filters are used to enhance certain colors, and tones. Additionally, you can crop, edit, and rotate photos.



Also Instagram video if you would like to record a short message for fans.







LINKEDIN



One of the first things people do on LinkedIn when they log in is immediately look for a solution to their problem; and because LinkedIn is a social network for the business-minded professional, you can simply go to the search bar and look for someone that needs your help.



Let’s say, if you wanted Internet Marketing help to create your online presence and grow your business five to ten times faster, then what type of person would you search for? You would think that about ninety-nine percent of people are probably going to be looking for an Internet Marketing Coach.







Now imagine if that was you or your business, as the number one person that comes up. What would that do for your business? Wouldn’t that be nice to not have to chase the prospects and just let the people come to you, because you know exactly how to set up your profile to do so?



Statistics show that people hardly even look past the first page of search results and almost ninety-nine percent of the time people pick from the top three searches,



It is very crucial to have most of the secrets on your finger to make sure that your online presence is known on LinkedIn and start getting prospects to chase you and ask you instead of you having to chase and ask them.







Okay. Let’s first go ahead and do what ninety-nine percent of people are going to do anyway and click the number one search result. Now go ahead and check out the profile, and see what they have done to get this amazing number one ranking out of millions of people on the search results. First, let’s look at the first 3 words of the title and tagline. Next let’s look at the industry in which they are targeting.







If you want to be ranked number one when people search for you. You really have to use LinkedIn’s, what they call, algorithm to get ranked at the top of your industry so you can be the go-to person when people are looking for what you have to offer.



Keywords are essential in your title and description as well as the amount of recommendations that you have listed.






Chapter 6- Google+ and YouTube










Google+ is a social networking site that encompasses a variety of features, including Google Hangouts, an online spot that facilitates group chat and the “+1 button” that allows users to show your personal endorsement of an informative article or an interesting item.







Google+ allows you to categorize your contacts into a variety of groups called circles. With circles, you can choose what groups can see what you post and what you share. If you want to talk about a family get-together, you can share it with your friends and family circle, but not your professional colleagues. Google+, in addition to providing pages and some features of Facebook, is also able to integrate with the Google search engine. With the development of Google







Personalized Search and other location- based search services, Google+ allows for targeted advertising methods, navigation services, and other forms of location-based marketing and promotion.



Circles are very similar to Groups. In the past, on Facebook and other social networks, you can update statuses, which has been great for letting friends and followers know what you are up to when new content is posted, but it hasn’t been very easy to be able to separate friends, family, acquaintances or any other group that you have.







On Google+ you can organize and separate your circles to follow and update statuses according to which group you want to target that day.



Everything that you post is not going to necessarily be relevant to your family or friends, so you wouldn’t want to share the newest Google+ marketing strategies with them; and Google+ allows you to do that. So, when you create your first profile, the first thing to do is to set up your Circles of friends and separate them.







Google+ now has over ten million users, and it appears to only be a matter of time before they overcome that critical mass. So, be sure that you get on this network right now. Start to play around with Google+ so you can really see how it works. It’s very, very simple.



Another thing that I would like to talk about is a tool called the Google plus Toolbox. This kind of tool can be found by typing it in the Google search engine and clicking on the first corresponding website. With this particular website, you’ll be able to search for content by keyword or location, find people, check out the live hangout stats, also you will find tutorials, discussions and more.







You can even sync your Google+ to your Twitter and your Facebook all together. So if you’re looking for people, you can find people here just like you can search for targeted people, interests, and professions on Facebook.



Before delving in to how to market through social media, it may help to have a crash course on marketing in general. So, what exactly is marketing? Marketing is the most crucial activity you will do to make any venture a success. A quick definition of marketing might be as follows:







Marketing: the act of communicating a value proposition of a particular product or service to a specific audience.



This shouldn’t be that much of a foreign concept for most of us. We attempt to communicate value all the time! When you asked your significant other out on a date, didn’t you have to convince them that you had something to offer that would make their life better? When you apply for a job, don’t you have to communicate the value you bring to a potential employer? Marketing a product of service is no different!







Marketing is so vital in our lives because it lets people know we exist and why they should care. If no one knows who you are, you’re essentially invisible. The same holds true in the business world as well.



You can have the greatest widget ever made but if you can convince someone of why they should buy it, you’re dead in the water. But before you go out and tell the world why you and your product is the best thing that ever happened to them, you need to develop a solid marketing plan.







YOUTUBE



YouTube is a video-sharing website on which users can upload, view and share videos. Because it is owned by Google, you can link it with your Google+ or use a Gmail address to access your administration page. You can share videos through Facebook, Twitter, and post them directly to blog updates. Videos can be added to other profiles to create playlists of similar videos.







Its Features



1) YouTube is a video database that works better if you post videos on other websites



2) Other websites can mean your own or just other forums



4) YouTube profile needs to have a photo and a background, especially if you are trying to use it as a primary channel



5) Simple banner and profile photo



6) Can be updated for specific videos. There are so many videos, it can be difficult for viewers to find your videos randomly. People will subscribe to professional channels but not usually to personal user channels. That is why it is important for your channel to look professional.







Pay attention to comments but don’t worry too much about any negative responses, YouTube is a free website so there may be users there just to insult other people for no reason.



YouTube views are still counted if you post the video on Facebook, blog, twitter or completely different web sites.






Conclusion






It is my hope that you have read through all the relevant information regarding social media marketing and it is the high time to take this opportunity to start using these tools to make your products known in market worldwide.
 
 More people who started small business are online and start making passive income by marketing their business on social media



You don’t need to wait another minute to grow your business to its truest potential.












[image: ]








INSTAGRAM








THE ULTIMATE INSTAGRAM MARKETING GUIDE FOR BUSINESS







How to Build A Brand And Attract Followers On Instagram







by David Jones







 2016 David Jones



All Rights Reserved














Table of Contents







Introduction





Chapter 1- How Instagram Works





Chapter 2- Making Use Of Instagram





Chapter 3- How To Market On Instagram





Chapter 4- Branding A Product





Chapter 5- Turning Followers Into Customers





Conclusion











Bonus: Your FREE Gift





Thank you for purchasing my book. I want to show my appreciation by offering an exclusive book “
 Home Business-A Simple Way To Build Passive Income While You Sleep
 ” for FREE







Simply Click the Button Below







[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/LdDljcFddvnYD175KQat6KAr_Zm17BRpHPZCBiccab9g2GgTCxTctM2IWiQiknpEwoa-GPczdCIi7tfDdKD74Cvs11lFPiPx6iYzteC7SvAw6VR0zqz--lUJeZ3FbqDq4Hiyo0_K]








Or Go to the Link




https://forms.aweber.com/form/37/1322409737.htm











It’s time to create your
 Success Story
 !












Disclaimer





While all attempts have been made to verify the information provided in this book, the author does not assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretations of the subject matter contained within. The information provided in this book is for educational and entertainment purposes only. The reader is responsible for his or her own actions and the author does not accept any responsibilities for any liabilities or damages, real or perceived, resulting from the use of this information.







































Introduction












The word Instagram came from two components features; instant and telegram. Instagram is a photo and video sharing website and mobile application that allows users to upload, filter and share photos with followers and friends on Instagram and other social networking sites simultaneously.



Instagram also offers a video-sharing option allowing users to share videos of up to 15 seconds in length. Instagram today is widely used by individuals for social as well as business purposes. Businesses use Instagram to promote their products or services while connecting with their followers. And for all these reasons, as a business oriented person you need to fully capitalize on it. It provides benefits:







1)
 
 Increased Engagement. Having an active Instagram account with interesting and valuable content can earn you crazy levels of engagement with your targeted customers. Thus, you don’t need to spend more time and effort to connect with your audience.







2)
 
 Free Marketing. This is one of the best benefits and the reason why you shouldn’t forsake Instagram when it comes to social selling. You can showcase your services and products in a fast and easy way. It also gives you an opportunity to show off more of what you offer.







3)
 
 Increasing your Website Traffic. Even if you cannot add clickable links to each Instagram update you post, this social media platform can be an influential source of traffic.







4)
 
 Build Personality and Trust. With Instagram, you can easily create an emotional connection with your audience. It also allows you to share the day-to- day experiences of your business in a casual and informal way. Thus, it gives a personal feel to your business.



The photos on your Instagram account can make your company more trustworthy and attractive which in turn can have a positive effect on your business.







5)
 
 Update People on Your Latest Promos. With Instagram, you can share photo updates about your business quickly and easily. You just need to share the latest events or activities that are happening in your company.







6)
 
 Become More Competitive. If you are using Instagram to market your business, you can easily reach your target audience. This gives you an advantage over your competitors.







In order to connect with a specific individual or business on Instagram you will need to search for and follow them. Public profiles are easy to follow, and anyone can. However, private profiles are restricted and require permission from the profile's owner.



Instagram is relatively easy to use and allows businesses to connect with their potential customers in a visually appealing way.



Instagram offers more potential than instant photo sharing – it allows those pictures to generate customers and brand recognition.



Sharing pictures through Instagram is easier than on other social networking sites where it can take minutes to upload a single photo. Instagram on the other hand offers faster and higher quality images.







Many people capitalize on Instagram as part of a larger Internet marketing strategy.



Whether you are a website owner, fashion blogger, a logistics company, in retail, or the food industry, the evolution and popularity of Instagram provides the potential to connect and do business with hundreds, thousands and even millions of people across the globe.



Instagram encourages customer participation and enables them to connect with you on a more personal level compared to other internet marketing strategies.















Chapter 1- How Instagram Works








As mentioned previous in the book introduction, Instagram uses photo and videos to convey a message to the targeted audience and this make it to be a photo sharing site. Photo sharing has been given a major social upgrade since the introduction of Instagram. People often use this social media platform to improve their photos using special effects and cool filters before sharing them with followers and friends.







Like the thousands of businesses to date you too can start using this form of social media as an excellent way to advertise your company. Since everyone loves visual images, posting pictures of products and even personnel will make them feel closer to you.







BENEFITS OF HAVING AN ACCOUNT



To start with, many small business owners in particular at times make the mistake of promoting their business by creating personal accounts. This does very little for the credibility of your business and at the same time comes across as amateur and unprofessional.







It is alright to promote and share the photos and other content of your business by linking it on your profile but not very beneficial for your friends and family to be constantly reminded of your business via a personal page.



So make sure that you run a completely independent profile for your business on Instagram. Business and personal life should always be separated, especially when it comes to social media marketing.



Now that your business is officially on Instagram, it is time to play with it. The first thing you need to do is add a profile photo that reflects your business properly.



The profile photo can be of your latest products, your company’s logo or simply a photo of your head office. Whatever works for you!







Next, add a link to your website so that those reaching out to you can easily reach out to your business too. Instagram offers biographies of up to 150 characters, which will eventually appear on your profile page. You can add a little info about the business, what you do and then add a link at the very end.







The next step should be to connect your profile to other social networking sites like Facebook and other third-party sites like Twitter, Foursquare, Hipstamatic etc. You can easily connect to these sites by going to Settings on your Android or iOS.



Device and tapping “Sharing Settings” you can then easily connect all the third party networking sites you wish to integrate.







It is essential that you connect the other networking sites in order to increase visibility and accessibility. You can also reach out to your Facebook friends on Instagram by tapping on “Find Friends.”



There are plenty of ways to connect through Instagram and numerous features to try out. The best way to do that is to keep on playing with it until you understand exactly how it functions and how you can make the most of it.







INSTAGRAM FEATURES



Instagram offers numerous features that are not only a lot of fun to try out, but also help you connect with your audience. The following are some of the most beneficial features of Instagram:







Web Profile



Your business profile is the window through which followers can get an idea of exactly what it is you are trying to promote. Your profile should be regularly updated with correct information.







Hashtags



Instagram hashtags work pretty much the same way as hashtags on Twitter. They enable users to get access to desired or similar content relatively easily. All you need to do is simply start clicking photos and hash-tagging them with relative tags.



You can also add hashtags in the comment section once the picture is taken.



The following are a few rules for using hashtags: You can only tag your own pictures and videos and cannot tag others.







	
You can use a maximum of 30 tags per photo or video. If you add more than that the comment will not be posted.


	
You cannot use characters like “%” or “?” in hashtags, however, you can use numbers.


	
You can search for hashtags by tapping on Profile tab>Search Instagram>Tags.


	
Make sure that your profile settings are set on public rather than private, otherwise your photos and videos will only be available to your followers and not the rest of the Instagram community.









Follow



It is important that you set your profile to public so that it is easier for others to find and follow you.



However, don’t just wait for others to follow you. You should be following other relative users and businesses in order to get a good idea of what people are talking about and what is trending.







Make sure that you follow your competitors, news channels, celebrities and other prominent and relative users.







OTHER PHOTO EDITING FEATURES



There are plenty of other photo editing features available on Instagram including Lux, which makes the picture more prominent and profound, High Dynamic Range, Light Bokeh, Auto Exposure, combining multiple images, straightening images and more.







The Web Feed



Web enables users to log in and check their news feed on a desktop or laptop computer the same way they do on their Smart phones. Instagram has been a mobile-based site for a very long time, and it still is. However, now you can access your newsfeed on any device.







Simply go to Instagram.com, log in with your details and browse through those you follow on the web in pretty much the same way you would on a smartphone.







The web feed will make it very easy for your followers to check your photos and videos on the go at their own convenience. The larger screen undoubtedly increases the visibility of your products and enables them to move from the image to your website, leads to more brand buzz







Photo Maps



Instagram also offers Photo Map that allows you to easily add the time and location of the photos you take. This option makes it very easy for businesses to let their followers know where they can be found.



For example, if you are attending a convention or trade fair then, by simply posting a picture with the location, it will be easy for others to find you. Photo Map also enables you to look at a broader picture of where your photos were mostly taken and the ability to organize photos according to their time and date.







Your followers will be able to see your photo map if you permit them to do so, allowing them to see a map of what your business has been up to at specific times.



By default, photomaps are turned off. You will have to switch on the “Add to your Photo Map” before posting a photo.







The New Instagram Video



With the introduction of the new video, you can now record up to 15 seconds of video, choose from 13 different filters and share with millions of people across the globe.



The new feature has seen a lot of positive feedback because of its ease of use and editing options. You can also choose a specific frame from the video to appear as the cover image to make it more visually appealing.







Video for Instagram also offers the Cinema feature with which you can stabilize the video once it has been made.



From a business perspective you can use this function to encourage your customers to post videos when using your products or services, or post short videos of why you love them, ask for feedback or post your own behind-the-scene videos.



The options are endless and so is the potential to communicate and connect with those who matter to you and your business.






Chapter 2- Making Use Of Instagram










Instagram is effective and productive only when it is correctly used and implemented. Simply making a profile and posting a picture or video each week will do very little to generate interest or engage followers, let alone foster sales.



It is only by posting useful content that your followers will want to click the “like” button and have enough interest to visit your website where they can convert into customers.



Instagram. Pictures can be worth a lot more than a thousand words. They can be your followers’ window into your world or your door into theirs.







How to Get Followers



Your first step should be to get followers, more followers mean more potential business. Posting pictures or videos will not only give exposure to followers on Instagram, but also to those following you on other social networking sites.







Know Your Audience



You need to understand exactly who your target audience is and what they're interested in.



You have a better chance of connecting with them if you have a good idea of who they are. This is where Instagram differs in personal and business use.



When using a personal Instagram account, your objective is to let your personality show through interesting pictures, regardless whether or not anyone approves. With your business profile, it's not about what is personally relevant to you, but what is relevant to your audience.



This doesn’t mean that your images or videos need to be static or boring; this simply means that you need to reflect your potential followers’ preferences.







You can also get a good idea about your targeted audience by following and analyzing your competitors’ Instagram pages. Go through them to see what kind of pictures and videos they have posted and what their followers are commenting.



You can also use geo-tags to see what people are posting in your area, and what seems is to be trending on social media in general.



At this point, research is paramount, and will enable you to plan your strategy accordingly.







Once you understand your audience and their preferences then start posting pictures accordingly. Simply posting images of your products or services will do very little to interest viewers.







The Power of Hashtags



Hashtags are the compass of an image or video. They are the ones that lead you to your potential consumers and lead those looking for the products and services you offer straight to your profile.



Hashtags are simple to use but quite difficult to strategize. Misleading hashtags can negatively impact the credibility of your business, whereas targeted hashtags can lead to more followers and thus more potential customers.







What Likes and Comments Can Do for You



There are about 1 billion daily “likes” on Instagram. That’s a lot of likes by a lot of people. So how do you make your mark with such competition? And what good could these likes and comments do anyway?



In the easiest of terms, “likes” help build the popularity of your business and brand.







Those likes or comments are not always for the image or video, but for the personality and the desire for association. That’s what your images and videos can do for you provided you give your targeted audience something to associate themselves with.



Perhaps coverage of a specific event, a shout out to a star customer or simply asking for opinions on a specific promotional campaign.







Generating likes and comments can be tricky, but also interesting and productive at the same time. Where likes can help increase popularity and association, comments can help start conversations and engagement.







Who You Need to Be Following



Followers will follow as long as you keep on adding value to their time, whether it is through a blast from the past or futuristic ideas. The trick is to keep them engaged, interested and educated.







However, Instagram is not just about increasing your number of followers, it's also about you following the right people. You will also need to start following relevant users in order to get a good idea of what the others are saying, and how you can integrate that knowledge into your own promotional strategies in Instagram and elsewhere.







You need to be following people you like as well as your competition on Instagram to get a good idea of what the world is saying. For instance, if you run an online business selling umbrellas, then you need to know the weather in your area at all times.



You also need to know what new products, services or value your competitors are offering to your potential customers.







If they are offering giveaways or discounts then are they working? Are their posts getting likes and comments? If yes, then what kind of pictures are they posting? Seeking answers to these questions will help you strategize and post pictures and videos that create customers and brand loyalty







When to Post



Timing is very important when it comes to posting on any social networking site, whether to attract new followers or engage the present ones. Posting images and videos is as much a science as it is an art.



Instagram has a life span of about 3-4 hours, which means after that it will get so lost in the newsfeed that the chances of being found will be pretty much nonexistent.







Make sure that you post at a time when there is the most traffic. Ideal times are mornings, evenings, lunch breaks and weekends. Basically – right when people get to work, when people are taking a lunch break, and when people come home from work. Many people generally use Instagram while commuting to or from work.



You can experiment by posting at different times on different days to see what generates the most feedback in terms of likes and comments. Make sure you don’t post a picture every hour on the same day.



Even a great picture will seem annoying if it's too excessive. A good idea is to post around five images in a week and keep a journal of the feedback on each image. Then, change the timings the next week.







This might seem like too much work, but it's essential when it comes to knowing your potential consumers and their habits. Also make sure to keep a record of what kind of images, videos and hashtags generate the most followers, likes and comments.



Engaging in social media for business gives you an insight into your potential customers’ preferences, likes and dislikes.






Chapter 3- How To Market On Instagram










Getting followers is just the first milestone. It is like convincing a shopper to stop at your window and check the display. But the display will not generate into sales if the content inside is not worth checking out.



Hence, you will need to dress it up and keep offering a variety of items and displays so the shopper remains engaged and ready to take it to the next level - sales.







Selling your products and services with the help of images and videos is not a new concept; it has been in play for a very long time, pretty much since the beginning of advertising.



Whether in newspapers or TV ads, visuals have had a major impact on consumers’ decision-making, but the consumers’ needs and habits are evolving, which means your strategies need to evolve too.



Instagram is that evolution, rather than knocking on a potential consumer’s doorstep you invite them into your own space and then gradually turn them from followers to customers.







But that transition is not an easy one. Once you have your followers you will need to constantly keep on developing interesting visual content that targets your audience at the right time and in the right manner.







Know Your Followers and Fans



The first step will be to know your followers and fans. This might seem similar to knowing your target audience, but it differs in the sense that you need to be very specific and cater to those who have already shown interest in your brand by following you.



Be sure to research what their preferences are, what they seem to be purchasing and what kind of content they are most interested in.



Analyze which pictures and videos create the biggest ripple, what kind of posts increase your website traffic and what videos and photos your followers are talking about.



Understanding your audience is your first step to entertaining and inspiring them, so make sure that you keep a constant check through and through.







The fact that you have a decent amount of followers does not say much if they aren’t interested in the content you are posting. It is only through engagement that those followers will convert, and the first step towards that is to understand them.







You need to be posting interesting photos and images, but how do you come up with content that can compete against over 40 million new pictures every day? That is a lot of pictures, but that does not mean you cannot come up with another unique one each day to engage your targeted audience with.



The following are a few tips and tricks to make your photos and videos worth a second look:







•Primarily you will need to show your products so that your followers can identify your company with the products that you promote. But these product photos or videos don’t necessarily need to be boring.







•Allow your followers to see how your products are made, whether through photos or videos. Make a small video of a muffin at your coffee shop or a photo of a designer at work for your web development firm. There is a story behind every product and service, and by sharing it with your followers you will be letting them in on it.







•Show the usability of your products and services by posting pictures or videos of people using them. You can also ask your followers to share photos using a designated hashtag to do the same.







•Make your Instagram followers feel valuable. They are a special bunch that took the time out to follow you and stay updated with your posts. They need to be given attention. Offer exclusive content, or announce new offerings, deals or products on your Instagram page before it is announced elsewhere.







•Give them previews of exclusive content like a new product in the making, office renovations or even preparations for an office party. There is nothing more personal and engaging then giving your followers a sneak peek into what actually goes on behind the curtains.







•Introduce your employees. This will humanize your brand and will encourage your employees to work better knowing that they are being acknowledged and appreciated. You can also use it as an ongoing campaign to post the picture of the employee of the week or something like the best picture taken by an employee.







•Let them know where you have been, as it will help followers connect with you on a more personal level. If you have been at a trade fair, a promotional event, press conference or even at the airport, let your followers know. Make sure that you post a picture with a location and invite them to join you.







•A cute picture will almost always get a like or comment. Make sure you capitalize on it!







•Just like most forms of art, pictures and videos need to be thought provoking. Otherwise, the purpose is lost. Try to set a theme or tone with your photos. If you are keeping it light and funny, don’t change the tone abruptly, or you could risk losing your followers.







What You Need to Offer



In recent years, social media has been used to promote people’s businesses, this means there are plenty of businesses offering plenty of great opportunities to keep their audiences engaged and educated. You will need to fight for their attention each time you post a photo or video.



The best way to do that is to make offers that are hard to ignore and harder to refuse. Here are a few ways you can get your followers involved by offering something in return for their time and effort:







Photo Contests



Everyone loves a photo contest. You get to showcase your photography skills to a larger audience, and get rewarded for it too. Photo contests are also a good way to spike up your followers. You can ask users to post photos of themselves using your products with your company’s hashtag, along with an interesting caption. Or, they can post their favorite piece of furniture, or an item that reminds them of their first pet.







The ideas are endless. Be sure to offer an attractive prize as a reward. It can be a subscription to your own services, a goody bag, tickets to a concert, or a popular product like a Smart phone or a tablet, depending on your niche, market and budget.







Photo a Day Contests



Photo a Day contests have become widely popular on Instagram. All you need to do is offer a 30-day challenge to post a picture with a different theme each day. The ideas can be as specific or as general as you’d like them to be. Simply make a thirty-day plan and post a picture of it on your blog or Instagram along with the start and end date.







There can be a theme for the whole contest such as winter. Each day can be a little more specific like Christmas, snowflakes, fireplaces, reflection, snowman etc.



You can have a random Picture Photo a Day contest as well. The closer the theme is to the industry that you cater to, the more relevant and productive the outcome.



Don’t forget to offer desirable prizes and ask your followers to tag the photos appropriately.







You Don’t HAVE To Give Away A Prize



You do not necessarily need to offer prizes to make your followers feel special.



Simply ask them to hashtag your product, brand or company name every time they use it, along with a good picture. Post a picture of the most interesting picture each week. Just the acknowledgment can go a long way when it comes to engagement on social media.







Unique Hashtags



Unique hashtags are another way to make lasting impressions on Instagram. Many businesses use special hashtags to promote events or new products on Instagram and on Twitter.






Chapter 4- Branding A Product










Businesses today are based as much on the quality of their products and services, as they are on branding. You might be offering awesome products, but if they are not associated with a brand, the success will be greatly limited. Branding is a long, hard and slow process, or so it was before social media.







Now, you can easily brand your business by showcasing it to your audience the way you want it to be seen, but this too will require constant efforts and strategic planning. The first step to branding your business on Instagram will be to decide how you want your targeted audience to associate with it.







Many businesses make the mistake of looking for successful recipes for branding, and so they make their business affordable and exclusive, innovative and traditional and for young and for old, all at the same time.



But that’s not branding, on the contrary, that’s spreading yourself too thin. You want to find a niche audience when promoting your business on Instagram.



You will need to make your photos coherent and your strategy well researched, this only means that it needs to have some association with your brand.








 
 Build Momentum about Your Products or Services



Followers will associate your business with a specific product or service if they already have a connection with them. A lot of businesses today start building momentum about their products or services prior to the release in order to increase followers’ interest and knowledge.



You can also share pictures or videos of work in progress, or even the picture of your graphic designer with a thinking expression on and an interesting caption like “That’s how he came up with the awesome idea we will announce next week.”







You can also take tricky or confusing pictures or videos and ask your followers to guess what your new offering is and perhaps even offer a reward or prize to the one that gets it right.



You can also lure them into checking your website out for more exclusive content. Be sure to add a link that goes back to a specific, relevant page on your site.








 
 Asking for Feedback and Opinions



Your followers are your valued customers or potential customers, and so it is important that you make them feel special and let them know that their opinion matters. Ask them for feedback through photos and videos about their experience with your products or services.



Asking for feedback and addressing it will not only help create a bond it will also lead to more sales, and brand identification.






Chapter 5- Turning Followers Into Customers










The primary objective of using Instagram for business purposes is to eventually turn leads into sales, to make your followers your customers. It is important that your photos and videos lead your customers to your website and prompt them to subscribe to your newsletters, and download your e-books.



Your strategies need to be designed in such a manner that your videos and photos encourage the viewers to show interest in your products and services.







Call to Action



A call to action directs your followers where you want them to go, so they convert into sales. Make sure that you have a call to action along with a link. If you are posting pictures for an upcoming event, a trade fair, a new product launch or even a sunny day, tell them to see what you have to offer.







For instance, add a link to accept your invitation to a trade fair, or a link to how your products and services will compliment the weather or more information about your upcoming projects. Guide your followers and make it easy for them to find the link.







Promo Codes



Deal seekers are everywhere, and they are constantly on the lookout for the best deals in town. No longer do people spend ages looking at magazines or newspapers for coupons or discounts. Coupons have made it online, and social media in particular has become a popular spot to hunt for them.











Promo codes have become widely popular on Twitter and Instagram and many businesses are using them to keep followers wanting more.



Create images that offer exclusive coupons and discounts for any of your products and services. It is a fast way to boost sales and attract new followers. Don’t forget to hashtag #promo code with each of your promotional images to increase accessibility.







Promote Latest Offers and Deals



You can easily promote your latest offers and deals on Instagram. All you need to do is take a picture of your pamphlet or promotional deal and post it on Instagram.



Make sure that you include all the information, such as the pricing or total discount along with when it will be made available.



Businesses are making new offers by the minute on social media, so people don’t have enough time or patience to inquire further about them. It is ideal that you provide all the necessary information within an image to help potential customers make a quick decision.







Reply



Almost every relationship in this world is a two-way street, especially when i
 t
 comes to customer relations. Simply asking your customers to post pictures, hashtag your products or services or come to your events is not enough.



It is important that you acknowledge their efforts and thank them for it. Comment on photos of consumers using your products or mentioning you, or even hash-tagging you with either positive or negative feedback.










Conclusion








No matter what type of product you are selling you should be confident that you can get your products out there in an accessible way by the use of Instagram.



This book has guided you step by step on how to setting up your own Instagram account until you are able to promote your products out there in the market.







When it comes to online businesses, most entrepreneurs use social media sites to advertise their offered products and services.



If you want to achieve online business success, you also need to tap into this powerful tool. Among the different social media sites, Instagram will perhaps be your greatest tool.







I know you might have come acroos this phrase, “A picture is worth a thousand words “ and that’s the reason why you shouldn’t underestimate the power of Instagram as a social media application.



Instagram can drive sales and boost correspondence just as efficiently as other social media channels. This is the high time for you take a step further and utilize this incredible social media tool.
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While all attempts have been made to verify the information provided in this book, the author does not assume any responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretations of the subject matter contained within. The information provided in this book is for educational and entertainment purposes only. The reader is responsible for his or her own actions and the author does not accept any responsibilities for any liabilities or damages, real or perceived, resulting from the use of this information.














Introduction














ETSY is a global marketplace for handmade goods and craft supplies which encourages people from all over the world to sell their products online and earn some money while sitting at their home. People are attracted to buying on ETSY for many reasons and certainly the ease with which you can buy both unique and affordable items is a strong factor.







It is easy to start your own business on ETSY. The site provides people an opportunity to access millions of buyers worldwide and to sell products online without any difficulty. Many people use ETSY as a platform where they can showcase their creativity and make a living from it.







SELLING your art, crafts, and designs has never been easier. There are now huge opportunities for creative people to not only sell their work to a staggering range of highly targeted buyers but also to use ETSY to build a loyal and attentive online following.







ETSY has provided an opportunity for innovative craft sellers and they are granted a chance to showcase their talent before millions of eager consumers. It has a rather unique proposition, since there are not many other retail outlets where you get to make such a personal connection and communicate directly with artists who are also sellers.



ETSY’S thriving community of artists and enthusiasts of all things handmade can become both addictive and highly rewarding.







This book will enlight you with techniques such as:







1) The quickest and simplest way to optimize your ETSY shop for online exposure



2) How to generate traffic and bring potential buyers to your ETSY shop



3) Quick and straightforward ways to stand out from your competition



4) The best way to photograph your items and key mistakes to avoid



5) How to get the most from your listings using highly effective copywriting secrets



6) How to gain an instant snapshot of your shop and where you need to focus your efforts



7) Why blogging can give your ETSY shop a boost in traffic and sales



8) How to place your ETSY shop on the map for local shoppers







If you’re new to ETSY, you can follow the advice given in each of the chapters and ensure your shop is fully optimized by the end of each lesson. If you already have an ETSY shop or are an experienced seller, then I still suggest you take the time to follow along with each of the techniques in this book.







No matter how little experience you have using the Internet, this book has been written and designed to educate you with information regarding ETSY. These are techniques that can be put into practice as you read through the chapters and they will start working immediately. The key is to connect with as many people as possible.







By the time you’ve finished reading this book you’ll have a strong grasp of online promotion and will have learned many techniques and tricks, which will help people find your unique handmade.







ADVANTAGES OF SELLING CRAFTS ON ETSY







ETSY offers numerous benefits which may not be possible when you build your own ecommerce website.







1) Tests your ability. ETSY is a great place to start your business and test your ability. It will help you assess your potential. You will gradually understand the areas where you lack and the things you need to improve.



The experience on ETSY will help you immensely if you ever think of starting you own ecommerce website. It will also aid you in building a temperament required to run a business.







2) Expands your reach. It is difficult to access your potential customers with your own website but on ETSY, it is not difficult to reach millions of buyers and to introduce yourself and your products.







3) Showcases your creativity. ETSY is a platform which anyone can use to express his creativity. You can sell anything on ETSY which you have designed using your imagination and you want the world to see it and appreciate it. What more you can ask for, earning money with the things you have created with love and dedication.







4)Requires little investment. You can start your business on ETSY on either large or small scale depending on how much you can invest in your business. But obviously, you must have something to sell whether it is homemade product or a vintage item.















Chapter 1- Understanding Etsy








The process of starting your business on ETSY is fairly easy. All you need is an online shop on ETSY and a product to start you work. For setting up a shop or to creating an account on ETSY, you need to follow some of the steps to make you be on the safer side.



The first step to take is to familiarize yourself with ETSY rules and policies. Before you set up a shop on ETSY, it is advisable to go through ETSY rules and policies. You can read the seller guideline available on ETSY website to get complete information about selling rules and regulations.







Knowing rules and policies is imperative to avoid mistakes. If any item does not comply or is inconsistent with the policies of ETSY, it will be removed from the shop.







PRODUCTS TO SELL ON ETSY



First of all, you need to decide what you want to sell on ETSY. There are three main categories to choose from: handmade good, vintage items and craft supplies.







1) Handmade goods



From clothing to jewelry to toys, you can sell any type of handmade good on ETSY.



But the product should be either created by the seller himself or the other members of the shop. ETSY does not allow reselling of the products and to maintain genuineness, ETSY asks shop owners to list the names of all the members in your shop involved in making of the product.







2) Vintage items



Vintage item can be another option from selling perspective. But if you want to sell a vintage item, it has to be at least 20 years old. The piece should be worthy to sell and be in good condition.







3) Craft Supplies



Craft supplies may include ribbons, glitters, gift wrapping papers, beads, crystal jars or bottles etc. These supplies are basically raw materials required to make DIY sort of projects.



If you not sure what to sell on ETSY, you can browse through existing shops to get an idea about the products. You can also use an app named Craftcount to find out the top sellers on ETSY, top homemade products, top vintage items and top craft supplies.



Craftcount will give you a clear idea about what kind of products other sellers are having in their shops and what kind of products are in demand.







ETSY CHARGES FOR BECOMING ONE OF ITS MEMBERS



There are no charges for creating an account or setting up a shop on ETSY. Plus, you do not need to pay any monthly fees to retain your membership. You will be charged less amount for listing each item or product. The listings have to be renewed after every four months or after products are sold.



When you sell any craft on ETSY you will also be charged a certain amount. Additionally, you will be charged additional fees for using ETSY promotional tools for advertising your crafts products. ETSY also charges shipping fees. But fees will vary depending on the place where the product is made and the destination where the product will be sent.







CREATING AN ETSY ACCOUNT



Go to ETSY website. You will find the “Register” button on the right of their home page. Click it and enter your name, email, password and username. If you want to receive ETSY newsletter or alerts, you can tick mark the option placed in the bottom of the page. Now your ETSY shop is opened and ready to make money.







1) Choose a name for your shop. You need to pick a name for your ETSY shop. Your shop name will be your identity on ETSY. So the shop name has to be attractive, distinguishable and easy to remember. It has to be something which standout from the rest of the crowd.



Before deciding a name, it is necessary to make sure that anything similar is not already used by someone else. Your buyers do not get confused with the similarity of the names.







2) Keep the name short and catchy. Choose a name which reflects your product and its features. If you are selling multiple kind of products on your shop, then it better to choose a name that is suitable for multiple types of products.



You also need to add a shop title beneath the shop name. The title has to be precise which can sums up the qualities of your shop or product.



A few examples on Etsy:
 
Urban Cheesecraft

 ,
 
Waterstone Succulents

 ,
 
Delirium Decor

 ,
 
Morning Ritual Jewelry

 .



3) Write your profile. Profile is something which describes your personality. On ETSY, you also need a profile to introduce yourself to a buyer or ETSY community. You need to tell who you are, what your interests and hobbies are, what are the characteristics that sets you apart from other shops or anything similar to that.







Your profile has to be simple and concise yet attractive for the readers. It has to be written in conversational tone but should be devoid of fictional touches and should be professional enough to help build a trust on you and your products.



The profile can be comprised of single paragraph or can be break down to multiple paragraphs if necessary.



If you own multiple shops on ETSY, you can include the links of all those shops. You can also provide the addresses of your social networking sites to share pictures or information with your potential buyers.







4) Shop Policies. Sellers are required to list their shop policies. You may include payment methods, shipping details, refund and exchange policies and FAQS. For instance, describe what is your policy regarding return and exchange? Can a buyer return or exchange a product if he is not satisfied with it?



If yes, then in what time frame a product can be returned? All your policies must be consistent with the rules and policies of ETSY.







5) Create a banner. Banner is probably the first thing your prospective buyer sees on your shop. So it has to be eye catching and appealing, something which can instantly grab the attention of whoever sees it.



ETSY has certain requirement regarding a banner. The banner has to be exactly 760 pixels wide and 100 pixels in length. You can either make a banner by your own or use ETSY Banner Generator tool to create a banner for your shop. The tool is free and it will provide you designs, font styles and colors that you need to customize your shop banner.







6) Add a profile picture. You should have a profile image on ETSY. The image must be: 75 x 75 in size Square in shape. You can replace your image with another one any time. Having a profile image is optional; you can leave the space blank as well. However having a profile picture can definitely help you to make more sales.
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7) Add location. Add your location, your city, the province and the country where you belong.







8) Add shop announcement. Add shop announcement is the section where you enter the details about your shop. It can include the features of your products or any latest information about your product which you want to share with your buyers. It can be just one paragraph or multiple paragraphs or sentences followed by opening paragraph, depending how much space you require to summarize your topic.






Chapter 2- Marketing Your Shop










USE OF AN ETSY BANNER



This is a virtual equivalent of the shop signs you find outside retail stores, and when you consider the amount of time and money that corporations and main-street shops spend on their logos and branding, it’s clear that this is a key area of significance.



Likewise, the banner you choose for your ETSY shop needs to both be eye-catching and convey a sense of professionalism.







Lack of making use of a banner can lead to your shop look a little “flat,” and it’s definitely a missed opportunity to attract the interest of potential buyers by building anticipation and catching their attention.



A good banner really stands out on the page. As well as being eye-catching, it may feature items that the seller has created, but ideally it will always be relevant to your shop, simple, and uncluttered.



Very involved banners, with an assortment of strange colors, shapes, and abstract designs, can be effective to selling your crafts.







Common mistakes with a poorly designed banner include blurred photographs and a clunky font with the shop name stretched, distorted, or even disappearing over the edge of the banner.







THE ART OF TAGGING



TAGS are keywords that describe the information contained on a Web page. When you make a search on ETSY for an item, these tags will enable ETSY’S search engine to return relevant listings.



Each ETSY listing has a space for fourteen tags, offering you fourteen opportunities to bring people to your shop and each one counts!







Coming up with fourteen different tags for your items can take some time and thought, but it’s worth sitting down with a pen and paper to work through some phrases that people might use to find the types of items you’re creating.



A few minutes spent brainstorming should help you fill in any blanks. Once you’ve got your first fourteen tags, you may find them useful for many of your other listings, especially if your shop has a certain theme. Saving a “master list” on ETSY makes filling out the tags for future items a lot quicker and easier, and this will evolve over time as you add new items to your shop.







Colors



Colors make great tags for people who may be shopping for an item in a particular color. Sometimes the sheer range of options available in ETSY can be a little overwhelming and, to narrow the lists down, some people might add a color to their search.







Tag Your Shop Name



It can be effective to use your shop name as a tag in some of your listings. The ETSY search function defaults to “handmade items,” and unless your shop name is in the title or tags of some of your listings, a search on your shop name will show zero results, frustrating anyone who might be trying to find you



ETSY is place crowded with thousands of shops. Your shop will lost in the market place if you do not use promotional tools or run advertising campaigns. If you want to get success on ETSY, these are the few things which can be done to make your shop visible and to boost your sales.



Tricks and techniques to consider:







1)
 
 ETSY advertising tools. A seller can promote his products by using ETSY promotional tools. You can either choose CPC or you set a budget for displaying your listings. When you purchase an Ad, it will be displayed on ETSY website and the payment will be on Cost-Per-Click basis.







It means ETSY will not charge you for providing space on the website; you will pay only when a shopper clicks your Ad. If you cannot afford it, you can fix an amount and ETSY will display your listings depending on the fixed amount and seller will receive the billings on monthly basis.







2)
 
 Social media marketing. Every seller needs social media presence to generate traffic and eventually to drive sales. If you market your ETSY shop on social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter, it will not only make your shop visible but will help you increase your sales as well.







You can write information about ETSY products on your Facebook and Twitter and upload the photographs of the products. Your sales will also improve when people will discuss and share the information and photographs in their social circle. Utilize your own ecommerce website to promote of ETSY shop







Many of the ETSY sellers have their own ecommerce website as well. If you own such a website, then use it for the promotion of your ETSY shop. You can also do it other way around. In both cases, you will be the one who get the benefits.







When it comes to pricing, do not price a product neither too high so it will go beyond the reach of a customer nor too low that customers start to think that your product is of low quality.



The price structure should be appealing yet affordable for the buyers. It also offers a sufficient enough profit margin which is fair to yourself and to the hard work and effort you put in creating a product.







Some customers try to bargain with the seller and offer a low price for buying a product. It is up to you to deal with this situation. You can sell a product on a low price offered by the customer or tell them that prices are firm and there is no margin of negotiations.







BECOMING A SUCCESSFUL SELLER ON ETSY



Creating an account and setting up a shop on ETSY is just a starting point. Becoming a successful ETSY seller has to be the ultimate goal. To achieve this purpose, you need to keep in mind the following tips.







1) Do market research. Doing market research is the first step for having a successful business on ETSY. Look at the other ETSY shops that are successful and selling the same products which you are planning to sell. Figure out why they are successful. What are the things they do to increase their sale.



Also, look into those websites that are doing not too well on ETSY. You can learn many things from them as well. Find out the reasons why they are not successful. Avoid those mistakes and utilize best practices.







2) Your product has to be unique in some way. You product must have uniqueness in it if you want to sell it on ETSY. It must reflect your personality and your creativity and anything else which can set your product apart from others.



This tip is applicable only on homemade goods not on the vintage item because a vintage item itself is a unique thing.
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3) Stay connected with other shop owners or ETSY community. Once you register yourself as an ETSY seller, join and participate in site’s forums. Stay connected with other owners, discuss your ideas and share your experiences with them. Talk to the successful sellers and ask for advices or helpful tips.



You will also remain updated about latest happenings in ETSY if you communicate with other owners.







Highlight your products with high-quality photography since ETSY shops are virtual, buyers cannot view a product live. So it is up to you to decide on how you present your product on your web shop.



Only add those photographs that highlight your product clearly. Make sure to use a quality camera and a professional photographer if you are not satisfied with your own results. A good photograph with clear image of the product will help immensely your customers in making their buying decisions.







4) Keep search engine optimization factor in your mind. How can you imagine increasing your sales if your prospective customers will not reach to your shop? Many of the customers find a shop through search engines. So it is imperative to tag most relevant keywords. Every time when a shopper will enters words relevant to your product, your shop will appear on search results.







5) Build good relationship with buyers. Having good relationship is necessary not only for a successful ETSY business but for any business. Respect your customers and talk with them generously. Try to respond their queries and feedback as quickly as possible. Respect their opinion about your product and try to improve it in the light of their suggestions.







6) Offer a great buying experience to your customers. Try to provide your customers with a convenient buying experience. Keep your return or exchange policies. Make shipping and payment method as much convenient as possible.



Do not limit your product to a single country. Try to expand it and ship products to multiple countries. If your customer had a great buying experience on your shop, he/she will definitely come back to your shop again and again.







7) Offer incentives to your customers. Offering incentives or special deals is a great way to attract more and more buyers. By offering incentives you can turn occasional customers into loyal customers because discounts and deals will force them to buy products from your shop over and over again.
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8) Have a great packaging. Packaging of a product may not seem an important issue but the fact is it plays a vital role in building a positive image of a seller. Great packaging will make your buyer realize how much you care about your customers. You can use colorful ribbons, wrapping papers, stickers and beautiful boxes depending on the product you are selling.
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You can also consider writing personalized messages and attach it with the product. These kinds of small things can have a magical effect on your sales.







9) Provide newsletter to keep shoppers updated. You can create your own newsletter on ETSY. A newsletter is something which makes people updated about your latest products.



You can either directly send newsletter to your customers or encourage them to subscribe it.



You can provide a link to your newsletter subscription on your ETSY’s About Page and your social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter. The shopper, who wants to hear from you, will subscribe this service and will likely take interest in buying your product.







10) Use proper channels for advertising of your product



Utilize different channels to advertise your product and to boost your sales. Social networking sites can prove helpful in this regard. You can add your product description along with the photos of your product on social networking sites. Within seconds, hundreds of people will get aware of your products and will share them with their friends if they find your products interesting and worthy to be bought.







11) Use ETSY apps to manage your shop day and night



ETSY offers an app called “Sell on ETSY” to manage your shop from a smartphone or tablet which means you can control your shop from anywhere whether you are in your office and at home. The app allows a seller deal with their buyers, process orders and updates the listings anytime.







If you download this app, ETSY will send you a notification or alert every time you receive a message from buyers. Prompt replying to the customer will boost your brand reputation and help you in running a successful shop on ETSY.






Chapter 3- How To Sell Your Craft On Etsy










Creating an account on ETSY was just the beginning, you need to familiarize yourself with techniques on how to be able to sell your crafts. First of all you need to fill “About this item” section. Enter the answers of these questions who made it, what kind of item it is, and when it was made.







Then scroll down and categorize your product. You will be by provided a list of products. Enter your product in the relevant section. Select item types. There are two options available, physical item and digital file.



Mark your item type by pressing any of the buttons. If your product has variations then you need to enter this as well. The variations may include size, color, height, length, material etc. Enter the relevant information in the section.







Then add photographs of your item. You will have five spaces for each listing. Try to utilize all five of the spaces by adding different angles of your products.



The image of a product has to be not more than 1000 pixels in width and 1000 pixels in height. The more a photograph is detailed and clear, the more it will be attractive for the buyers and helps them in making their buying decisions.







Item title



Add a descriptive title which can tell the reader a bit about your item. A title can be up to 140 characters. Keep it simple and professional. Plus, include those words that are more searchable regarding your product so your prospective customers can easily access your shop they type relevant words.







Description of the item



Providing a description of the product is as important as anything else. But the description has to be concise and compact that can give a clear idea of the product.



Make sure to include general features of the product. For instance, if you are selling clothes then write down the sizes, what material is used for making it, how many colors are available and what is the price of a dress. If your dress has some unique features, then do not forget to highlight them as well.







Optimize your description



When you write a description, tag them with keyword. It will allow the buyers to easily access the product they are looking for.



You can add up to 13 tags. The tags will serve similar kind of purpose as general



Search Engine Optimization. Shoppers enter words on browser window. Results will show up when words are entered so think like a shopper and use those keywords as tags which are closely linked to your products.







Enter price, quantity and shipping information



Next, you need to fill price, quantity and shipping info application. For instance, your shipping info may include the time frame when a product will reach to its destination, the country that you are shipping from and the country from where the product will be shipped. You can ship a product either within your country or anywhere in the world.







Publish your listing



Once you have entered all the required information, your item is ready to be published and viewed publically. ETSY will charge 0.20 USD for each published listing.



You need to pay same fee if you include multiple quantities of a single product in a list. You can also add variations such as size, color or material of a dress in the same listing.







ETSY allows you to have more than one shop but to open new shop; you need to have a new username and a new email address. You cannot list exactly the same item on new shop which you have already listed in your other shop. You cannot share or transfer the same information such as review, listings etc. from one shop to another.







Set your language preferences



Since ETSY is a global marketplace, it provides an opportunity to the sellers from all over the world to communicate with buyers in their own language or the language they are comfortable to speak. The language which you choose for your shop will not be changed later but you can add more languages if needed.







Choose payment methods



If you want to open a shop on ETSY, you must have a valid credit/debit card and you must set your payment method prior to selling your products so you can receive your payments without any fuss. You must select a method which is most convenient for you.



You can choose any of the following options:







Credit/debit cards



You can receive your payment through credit/debit card. These cards may include



Visa, MasterCard, and American Express etc. This is the method which ensures safe and easy transactions. ETSY will process the payments, deposit it to your bank account and you will receive payment in your local currency.



Check/Money order



ETSY also offers conventional methods of transferring money such as personal check or money order. If you choose one of these options, you need to provide your valid mailing address so your buyer can send you your payments.



PayPal



PayPal is a popular payment method on ETSY and payment can be instantly transferred to your PayPal account. But payments will not be sent on your personal PayPal account. You need to open premier or business PayPal account for this purpose.



ETSY gift cards



You can also receive your payment in the form of ETSY gift cards. All you need is to sign up ETSY’s Direct Checkout option to avail this facility.






Conclusion










Hope by now you have familiarised yourself with all the “ups and downs” regarding ETSY as an online shop for selling and marketing your products. ETSY is a platform that helps you express your creativity and to earn some money by selling products designed and created by you.







But making a name for yourself here is not so easy. If you want to run a shop successfully on ETSY, you should be aware of rules, policies, dos and don’ts and the functioning of the website.



You should remember that it takes time to become a successful seller on ETSY. So you need to have patience and plans to overcome the challenges which will come along the way.







Initially, it will be a bit difficult to sell your items but you can make your product visible by using advertising tools and other appropriate tactics and there will be a time when you start to achieve your milestones.



Moreover, you will learn many things from this platform which will help you a lot when you set up your own business on a larger scale.
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Introduction








Amazon is one of the sites that have created a very advanced fulfillment network networks across the globe. It is this network that plays a central role in ensuring that your business benefits from the expertise it offers.



This is because it offers you as its client a place to store your products that you intend to sell. It then comes in to pick the products from storage, pack them and ship them to provide a customer-base for the products. Additionally, it is important to note that with Amazon, you can scale up your business and reach out to a wide range of clients across the globe.



With Fulfillment by Amazon (FBA), you as a client that wishes to sell your products has a fulfillment choice to market your products online. This is one of the best and easiest ways to make money as you sleep.



This is because; Amazon takes up the responsibility of selling its inventory in the market alongside your products. This means that when a product from a third party merchant is bought, the shipment of the product to the buyer is dependent on the fulfillment method that you selected as a seller of the product.



Additionally, merchants who make a choice to participate in FBA enjoy the packaging, sorting and shipment of the goods by Amazon. This is because there is ease in doing this by Amazon because it has over 13 warehouses in the United States that play a pivotal role in handling fulfillment.



This is for both Amazon as well as third party merchants. This means that Amazon goes the extra mile of helping those sellers that do not wish to bother with the process of fulfillment. Therefore, you can sell your products today on Amazon and enjoy your sleep as you get the money flowing into your account for every sale made.



It is important to note that sellers on Amazon often vary depending on the products that they wish to market through Amazon FBA, the margins, and category of the product as well as related merchant variables.














Chapter 1 - Why you should choose Amazon FBA








Fulfillment by Amazon is often preferred by a wide range of third-party merchants. This does not mean that it is right for the kind of business that you are doing. This means that it is necessary that you assess the major benefits that come along with faster shipping, easy returns as well as potentially attracting a wide clientele in comparison to the service fee incurred.







This is because sellers often take into consideration issues that we will discuss concerning sale tax compliance as well as commingling associated fraud. For some people, making a choice of selling through FBA or not is often a difficult decision.



However, I hope that you take into consideration using FBA and thus if you do, then it is important that you learn more about the integration of FBA more closely to another retail system that you participate in.







Fulfillment by Amazon is one of the best options for sellers who are looking for someone to ship their products while increasing the time of shipment and minimizing the cost that they have to incur in fulfillment. You therefore, have to realize that FBA offers a wide range of benefits that will earn you a lot of money while you enjoy your sleep. Some of these benefits include:







Discounted cost of shipment







Some of the most important factors that buyers consider while selecting the best fulfillment method to employ to purchase a product are the amount of time and the cost that they have to incur on a product.



With Amazon FBA, the products that you intend to sell are eligible to free shipment thus placing them at the top of the product list without having to incur any cost in the process.



Additionally, it is important to take into consideration the fact that prime members in FBA are offered a two-day free shipment on the items they sell through them. Additionally, for their customers, Amazon FBA customers often are eligible to free shipment especially if their orders exceed $ 35.



When this happens to customers, others are attracted to buy more considering the incentive that the company offers.







Customer service and return management







With Amazon FBA, you are liable to acclaimed customer service as part of the process of fulfillment. This means that you can contact the customer support through your phone or email at any time of day or night.



This way, when you place your products on Amazon, you do not have to worry on frequent follow-ups because you now that your products are okay and thus instead, you can focus on management of other enterprise operations.



Additionally, choosing to sell and buy products on Amazon plays a crucial role in processing your returns through their fulfillment call center. This allows for convenient return items on a need basis and thus making it easy for you regarding the logistics that are involved in the process of returning the products.



However, it is important to note that there are charges that are involved in the return process for the service.







Multi-channel fulfillment







Most people often think that FBA is just for selling on Amazon. However, you can use Amazon FBA for your sales channels such as your website as well as other eCommerce platforms. In this manner, the clients can easily enjoy flexibility in shipping the products within a one-day, two-day as well as standard delivery turn-around times.



This often means that the process of handling fulfillment across a wide range of channels may be challenging and costly. However, Amazon plays a role in helping you handle this to ensure that the customers have the best experience possible.



This means that whether you are already selling on Amazon FBA or not, you have the ability to keep the ordering and shipment process at a high degree of consistency across your preferred channels.







Customer experience







Selling your products through Amazon FBA allows you as a merchant to reach to more customers through the enlarged customer base that the company has.



This allows you to attract a wide range of clientele through the services that FBA offers such as multiple options for shipment, fast delivery of products, easy return process as well as a customer service that you can trust.



This is often the case especially when customers see the Amazon FBA logo on your products. This is very useful in ensuring that you increase the number of sales and thus provide customer experience that ensures customer satisfaction.







Buy box share







Amazon FBA often impacts on the buy box share variables that include the rates of shipping and selling. This means that it plays a central role in boosting your probability of getting a share of the buy box for their products despite the challenges that are associated with eligibility requirements of the buy box.



Additionally, Amazon FBA offers branding services for their merchants. This is by carefully curating their brands to meet the needs of their customers thus making it easy for online shopping.



This means that FBA offers its customers a chance to align their stores with the brand and thus lending your store of products with a high reputation that attracts more clients into buying.


















































Chapter 2 - What is the cost of using Fulfillment by Amazon?








Once you have known the benefits that come along with using the Amazon FBA, it is important for you to understand its cost. This is pivotal in helping you in the process of determining the fitness of this service for your products and thus guiding you into making the right decision.







First, it is important to note that Amazon breaks down their costs based on the item type. The types of items include Media, non-media, oversize and the zero-fee fulfillment items.







This means that for the products that you are selling on this platform have the following costs: handling of orders per customer order, pick and pack per unit that is ordered by a customer, handling of the weight per pound per unit ordered as well as the storage per cubic foot on a monthly basis.



It is also important for you to bear in mind that there are products that have the additional fee applied to them. It is through certain scenarios that contribute to the price alteration from the standard pricing. Such scenarios include:







Items that are oversized and therefore require special ways of handling per shipment, inventories that are stored for more than six months, the time of the year often determines the storage fee charged as well as the cost per cubic foot on a monthly basis.



For instance, the price of storage often increases between October and December. Additionally, there are fee charges that are placed on processing customer returns on a specific line of products.







I want you to think about your business for a second, what are some of the products that you sell? If you are selling oversized products, inventories that have long shelf lives or desire to use the FBA just for the holiday season, then it is important to note that you are subject to incurring additional costs.



Based on the fact that businesses often deal with different types of products, Amazon FBA offers a revenue calculator that calculates the cost and the possible revenue of using their services.



This tool is a great one especially if you intend to sell a few products to make a comparison of the fact that you are already selling on Amazon. You can use this tool to check what products will sell with a high level of profits







Disadvantages of Amazon FBA







In spite the fact that Amazon FBA remains the best fulfillment service across the globe, It is important to note that there are a few demerits that often go without the realization of most merchants as well as buyers.



This means that when you are starting off business with this company, it is important that you are aware of these demerits that may be associated with the services.







Commingling merchandise







With the Amazon FBA company, there is a shipment of products from a wide range of facilities across the nations thus ensuring that the products reach the buyers at a very short turn-around time.



This is the reason the services that are offered are quite efficient. To ensure the same efficiency to the merchants that sell their fulfilling products through FBA, the option of commingling is given.







This means that there is a combination of the qualifying products from wide range of sellers for them to be processed and shipped by FBA. This means that as a seller, it saves you time and the strain that you might have otherwise spent applying for approved labels for each of your items or making payments to Amazon to do it for you.







This means that instead of providing labels, you can easily use an item barcode that pools your products with other sellers by the identification (ID) of the product. This way, Amazon can store the products strategically and ship them using the same product ID by location that ensures that the products reach the customers very fast. So what is the problem?







The quality control of the product often is a challenge for the sellers. There are quite some scenarios that have happened where the sellers are forced to close shops, get negative reviews or even worse, and face legal actions when their products are counterfeited or are damaged before they can reach the hands of the customers despite the genuine products that the sellers sent to Amazon.



You have to realize that this is not the fault of the seller despite the fact that they have to face harsh consequences.







Sale tax compliance







Another issue that has been voiced after the use of Amazon FBA for selling products is that related to issues of sale tax compliance.



This often is the case because Amazon does not tell the sellers which one of their warehouses houses their products. Additionally, they do not provide the sellers with a list of warehouses where items are located.



This means that sellers are not quite certain where they should register for sale tax compliance. This is because they do not know the location or the products and the customers until the transaction is complete.



This means that the sellers are put at a risk of exposure to liability issues. Along with the high cost that is associated with this process, you have to take into consideration a wide range of factors before taking the step of doing business on Amazon FBA.







Mostly, the products that you have often influence the individual product margins, thus, limiting profits. However, you have to bear in mind that the increase in the total sales, as well as the exposure of your products, offers a great investment option for your online store.







This means that whenever you have less money for a particular product that you are selling, you may sell them on Amazon FBA and have overall huge profits on the products sold. You have to remember that you are not being forced into selling your products on FBA, and thus you can take the time that you need to calculate whether you are likely to make profits.


















Chapter 3 - How to use Amazon FBA to Make Money








When considering using FBA for your products, you have to remember that it is quite easy and efficient for both you and your customers. There are quite some steps that you have to follow when beginning to use Amazon FBA. These steps include:







Step 1: Send your products to Amazon







The first step is by first uploading your listings to the seller central on Amazon FBA and then allows them to fulfill all or part of your products. Then print the PDF labels that are will be provided to you by Amazon using the FBA label services.



Then proceed to use Amazon discounted shipment services or make a choice of the appropriate carrier for the delivery of your products.







Step 2: Amazon FBA product storage







The second step is the storage of your products by Amazon FBA warehouse. This is usually in a ready-to-ship inventory. Therefore, it is the work of FBA to receive and scan your inventory of the products listed.



They then record the unit dimensional measurements of the products for storage. You then have to monitor the inventory of your products using an integrated tracking system at the Amazon FBA.







Step 3: Ordering of the products by the customers







At this stage, the most important thing that you have to bear in mind is that Amazon FBA fulfills all the orders that are made on sales, not on Amazon or those that are placed directly on Amazon.com.



The listings of your products that are intended for selling are often listed in the hierarchy of their prices without any shipping costs. This is because they qualify for free shipment especially in cases of eligible orders.



Additionally, the prime members at Amazon often are offered an opportunity of upgrading their shipment options for the eligibility in the FBA listings. This step often excludes multi-channel fulfillment orders from other sites and services that include the web stores in Amazon and the Amazon checkouts.







Step 4: Amazon picks and pack products







In this step, it is the role of the Amazon FBA services to ensure that they have picked the products that are detailed in the inventory and then packs them before they are delivered to the customers that ordered them.



This is by ensuring that they locate the products using their advanced warehouses through the web. This is then followed by picking of the products at a very high speed and then sorted through the system. The customers have the ability to combine the products with others that are fulfilled by Amazon.







Step 6: Shipment of your products by Amazon







It is this step that involves the shipment of the products to the customers from the Amazon FBA centers. The shipment method that is utilized by the Amazon FBA is dependent on the choice that the customer has requested.



Additionally, the Amazon FBA often offers information tracking services for their customers. However, in the case of the orders that are present on Amazon.com, Customers have the freewill to contact the customer service concerning the same.







Step 1: Getting started on Amazon FBA







For you to get started on Amazon by adding fulfillment by Amazon to your selling account, you first begin by clicking on the inventory Icon on Amazon website. Ten make a selection of Manage inventory.



Then select the product that you wish to include as an FBA listing. This is achieved by checking the box that is adjacent to it on the far left of the column. Then from the pull-down menu on the actions icon, select change to "fulfilled by Amazon" Then on the next page that appears, select the convert button and then keenly follow the instructions that are provided on creating you first shipment.







How then can you make money through Fulfillment by Amazon?







There are quite some tips that are very important in contributing to you taking advantage of the services that are offered by Amazon for the advantage of your business.



Some of these tips include:







Pull all your expenses on your reward credit cards



Aside from the inventory of the listings of products that you are marketing through Amazon FBA, ensure that all these are on your credit cards. This is very important in ensuring that you accumulate the best possible ROI.







Select a niche



Ensure that when you are selling on Amazon FBA, you can stick to a single line of products. It is this way that you can be able to tell what products sell well and what products do not sell well. This way, you will be able to make the right decision on whether it is worth selling there or not based on the amounts of profits that you get.



Also, you can choose to sell items that have a lower selling fee that is applied to them in order to incur the least amount of cost but still accumulate many profits. The most important decision that you have to make is targeting physical products focused niches as well as the use of keywords.



This is because it is easy to make money through the FBA Amazon affiliate program especially in cases where people are coming to the site to look for a specific product that is discussed or offered by your website. You have to note that it is challenging to use blogs to make money. This is because when they come there, they are looking for advice and not the product itself.







Price the items that you intend to sell



According to people that have used Amazon FBA for an extended period, there is evidence that pricing the products that you are selling allow you to sell these goods within the shortest time possible.



This is because those good at appearing at the top of the product listing often get the attention of the potential buyers and thus selling much faster compared to those that do not feature anywhere in the price listing.







Plan appropriately for returned or damaged good



Once you have made shipment of your box off to Amazon FBA, you have to realize that you are not in control of the product anymore. This means that what happens to the product along the shipment routes is not in your control, but if anything happens to it, then you are responsible for them.



However, Amazon’s 100 % satisfaction guarantee often spills over to the probable buyers of your products. This means that as you take into consideration pricing of your items, it is important to factor in approximately 3-5 % of the items that are put up for sale to come back due to damage or other factors and fail to resell again.







Use product images clickable affiliate links



According to one of the merchants that has made huge amounts of money through the FBA center on Amazon, it is evident that using products images in making sales often attracts a wide range of clientele.



This way, the interest of the customers is geared on what the product can do and because of the satisfaction that they get from viewing the product, they then buy more. Over 15% of the products that Chris sold on Amazon had product images clickable affiliate links on them.














Chapter 4 - Reasons why FBA is a triple win!








There are quite some factors that you have to realize about FBA that makes it a triple win and are the main reasons why you have to use this service. These factors include:







Higher prices, higher margins as well as higher payouts







Since the products were sold through FBA, they are often eligible for Free Super Saver shipment as well as Amazon Prime services. This is because when you sell your items through Amazon FBA, you can raise the prices to coincide with those of your competitors’ total prices.



This means that you set the prices of your products to be equal to the sum of their prices and the shipment cost. This way, once the FBA fee is factored in, you still receive a high net payout from the Amazon sale of your products based on the high sale price. For instance, a seller selling their products at $30 and a shipment cost of $5 will be quite similar to you selling on FBA at a price of $35.



This makes you as an FBA seller a tie breaker!







Less work







One of the most important things that you have to bear in mind is the fact that selling using the Fulfillment by Amazon services allows you to sell your products 24 hours a day for seven days a week. This means that the process of shipping the products to the clients is done throughout the week as well as during the weekends.







Additionally, the shipment of the products can take place when the seller is at home or on vacation. This is the case because once you have prepared the products for the warehouse and send them to Amazon; you do not have to do anything else. All you have to do is to monitor the inventory of your products and make adjustments to the prices as required remotely from where you are.







You do not have to keep a stock of your products in boxes or envelopes among other packaging materials or shipment labels anymore. Additionally, you do not have to keep going to the post-office each day to check for deliveries.







Happy clients







According to research, it is estimated that over half of the customers who buy from Amazon have not used a third party merchant before. This is because Amazon customers often wish to purchase their products from other one-on-one business enterprises.



However, their trust for Amazon has grown tremendously based on the fact that the products that they have ordered through FBA will take the shortest time possible to be shipped to them.



Additionally, clients have the certainty that of there is a problem that arises during the process of shipment such as extended return policy; Amazon will help.







You have to bear in mind that when your products are shipped through Amazon FBA services, they often attract a wide range of clientele who are willing to pay more for their products to be shipped through Amazon.



This is one of the most important points that you have to keep with you as you take a step to making money with Amazon FBA. Amazon buyers are willing to pay more money just so that their products come from Amazon FBA sellers. The reason why they do this is that they trust the FBA services based on the fact that they are top-notch regarding quality and delivery services.







Scalability







With the introduction of Fulfillment by Amazon services, the competitive advantage that most sellers out there often enjoyed exists no more. This means that sellers at the Amazon FBA often are at a position of making more money by selling items that they have online.







This is based on the fact that initially, they had a lot of products that they did not have enough space for storage and they did not also have the time to sell them due to other commitments.



With Amazon FBA services, they can manage a large inventory of products. This is because; Amazon takes care of their concerns which are mainly space limitation and time.



Remember that, if you are a small seller, you do not have enough space for storage of your products. Additionally, you may not have all the time that is required to make sales, list the products as well as ship the products to the buyers that have ordered them. This is because, at first, you may think that ten orders are fun, twenty orders exciting but as they keep increasing per day to over 400 orders, what will you do?



Will you be able to manage? What happens when you go on vacation? The most probable answer, in this case, is that you may have to shut down the business for a while.







Now, Fulfillment by Amazon offers you an opportunity to sell your products and scale up your business without having to worry about time or even vacation. Additionally, if the business is making more sales a day, FBA can take care of that! This then allows you to compete with larger business on the same level.



This means that your ability to scale up the business is not restricted whatsoever. So what are you waiting for? If you have products to sell through FBA, sign up today and sell your products and make lots of money while you sleep. You can sell up to 500 products a day or even more than that in a week.



Manage your inventory in a wise way and you could run a Fulfillment by Amazon Empire from your bed!


































































Conclusion








It is evident from the literature and practical experience that I have had with Fulfillment with Amazon that it is an innovative service. This is no question of the quality of service that the clients using this service get for selling their products through this platform.



This is because as a seller; all you have to do is send your inventory directly to Amazon for storage. You have the ability to securely manage the inventory from a cloud-controlled facility.



Once the orders are received, it is the responsibility of Amazon to pick the products from their warehouse storage, pack them appropriately and ship them to their clients directly.



Additionally, it is important to note that Fulfillment by Amazon has the capacity and the expertise to process over a million of orders annually while maintaining their high reputation as one of the most trusted service providers across the globe.



This is because their services are of high quality while ensuring that they keep customer-satisfaction a priority hence ranking the highest among the e-commerce companies on the international front. The fact that they can maintain an advanced online order processing capacity as well as fulfillment operations across the world is amazing.



The fact that the company employs an advanced web-to-warehouse services in addition to the high speed at which they process their orders and deliver them to the customers makes it one of the top-notch priorities that you can take advantage of.



In addition to all the merits that we have discussed, Amazon FBA employs the use of a sophisticated sorting system that ensures that there is a complete shipment of the products to their clients. It is with the help of this technology that clients can get what they ordered whenever they place an order through the platform.



Whether your intention is to sell a few items and ship them weekly or millions of items and orders annually, you can take advantage of the expertise and the experience that Amazon has to offer your business through Fulfillment by Amazon!
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Introduction








Most people would agree that they do not have time to indulge in things they want to do because their time is tied up with things they have to do. This is true for a lot of people, but there are ways to change this.



Many of us go through our days following routines, these routines are the way we divide our time to make sure we get to everything we need to do. These routines probably began as new responsibilities were added to our lives, and we adopted these routines out of necessity.



The good news i
 s…
 we do
 n’
 t have to follow these routines out of necessity, there are ways to do both, what we want and what we need to do.







Habit stacking has been around for a while now and it is not about to go anywhere anytime soon, because when something really works, it sticks around. Habits are not always bad, although we tend to equate habits with bad behavior, they are also associated with positive behaviors.



Flipping the switch and acquiring beneficial habits is a pretty easy thing to do; if you know a bit abou
 t“
 habit
 s”
 and human behavior.



You will be shocked at how simple it is to foster positive habits and you do
 n’
 t have to spend time eliminating any of your bad habits either. As you progress through the 7 steps to habit stacking, your negative habits will begin to give way to your positive habits.



Sometimes focusing on what is going right will produce a better outcome than focusing on what is wrong.



Habit stacking is something you already do and you probably do
 n’
 t even realize it because you do
 n’
 t recognize it as habit stacking. If you always wash the dishes after you eat and then relax with a cup of coffee, you are guilty of habit stacking. There are too many stacks to list them all in one book, but you get the idea.







As you read through the book and tackle the 7 steps, you will be amazed at how easy it is to change your habits/routine to suit your goals. Everyone has goals, of course getting from point A to point B is always a matter of personal preference.



Making choices that compliment your goals and make the trip from point A to B easier and more enjoyable is what this book is all about.







Sometimes i
 t’
 s not about how much you can do, but the quality of what you do that matters most. Filling our days with routines and tasks that take but never give, can really take a toll on our well-being.



Creating new habits that give back, even if it is just 10 minutes of relaxing or taking a walk, can create a cycle of changes, or a stack of habits that will really change life for the better.


























Chapter 1 – Behavioral Psychology and Habits








Behavioral psychology is where all of this habit stacking first came about. Behavioral psychology is the study of how our minds and behaviors connect. Researchers in the field of behavioral psychology study why people behave the way they do and this research is concerned with identifying patterns in actions and behaviors.







Researchers from Oxford University discovered something amazing in 2007; newborn babies have more neurons that the average adult, 41% more to be exact. This new realization led to more research and study into how we learn and the importance of neurons in that learning process.







A large number of neurons are used when we begin learning; these neurons allow us to learn lots of different things. As we begin to narrow down our learning and start to develop specific skills and ignore other skills, the number of neurons changes.



Neurons strengthen connections in the brain, they group together to strengthen connections we use most often and they disappear from connections we do not use.



Babies are learning everything, they need lots of neurons to make the connections for social interaction so they can interact with the world around them and this requires a large number of neurons. As they begin to develop skills and ignore others, the number of neurons change. Waste not want not.







This research can tell us a lot about habits. Habits are actions and behaviors we engage in regularly. Anything we do regularly is strengthened with stronger and stronger neuron connections, the actions/behaviors we do
 n’
 t engage in do
 n’
 t require any connections.



You change the neuron connections in your brain when you develop habits. This is called synaptic pruning.



The brain creates a network of neurons to support your daily habits; these networks become stronger the more we repeat these habits. Tapping into this built in ability will help you change current habits and create new ones.



Once you begin to repeat the new habits, the brain redirects neurons to strengthen the new connections and depletes the neuron network used to strengthen old habits.



Replacing old with new becomes easier and easier the more you repeat the activity.







What is a Habit and Why Are They Hard to Change?



We have already covered neuron involvement in habit creation, but there is more to the puzzle than the strength of neuron networks. Changing a habit is much harder than stacking a new one into existing habits.



Change requires an understanding of how habits are formed, and behavioral psychology explains this rather neatly.







Habits are actions or behaviors that follow three simple rules; Reminder, Routine, and Reward. The reminder triggers the routine and the routine delivers a reward.



When your alarm clock goes off in the morning it Reminds you to begin a routine, the routine is preparing yourself for the day, the reward can be money from your job, or any other benefit you gain from getting out of bed and preparing for the day.



The reminder can be anything that triggers you to perform a routine that results in a reward.



Changing habits is harder than adding new ones because you already strengthened the neuron network, the Reminder will always exist and the routine will result in a reward.







Adding to this provides a quick reward if you can make the habit stick, but changing the habit is hard because it takes time for a brand new habit to strengthen the network and it takes repetition over time to recognize the new reminder, perform the new routine, and receive a new reward.



It is actually more rewarding for us to fall back on old habits and get that quick reward.







Why does Habit Stacking Work?



Habit stacking works because you are adding new habits by attaching them to habits that already have strong neuron connections and proven rewards. Even though you are creating an entirely new habit, attaching it to an old habit using



habit stacking will help the habit stick.







The Reminder for the habit stack remains the same but it now reminds you to perform an additional routine while still performing the old routine, the old reward is still there but another reward is added to it, it does not replace the old reward.



One of the easiest ways to build new habits is to stack them. Habit stacking is all about stacking new habits onto old habits that already have strong neuron connections in the brain.



Habit stacking helps you create strong new habits by plugging them into the network that already exists.







Here are a few examples of habit stacking:



	
After I eat my lunch I will spend two minutes meditating


	
Before I have my morning coffee I will make the bed









These two examples show how you can plug in new habits by attaching them to existing habits. Lunch is an existing habit, by adding the statement, I will spend two minutes meditating, you are creating a new habit that is triggered by an old one!



Pretty easy stuff, but it does require a bit of commitment on your part. You must actually engage in the action/behavior if you want it to stick.







Now you have some background on how the brain uses neurons to support habits. This information is about all you need to understand the concept of habit stacking.



You can create any new habit you want and help it take hold by stacking it on top of old habits.



You can even string a few of them together to get maximum results with minimal effort. It is easier to strengthen existing connections than it is to create brand new ones.


















Chapter 2 – 7 Steps to for Creating Positive Habits








Using the precepts of behavioral psychology as a guide, these 7 steps will take you from wanting to make a change to creating new positive habits. These steps will provide the ground work for positive change and making it stick.



Before you actually create your own habit stacking project using these steps, it is important to understand the psychology behind why change is not always permanent.







In chapter 1 we took a look at why habits are hard to change. There is another side to the coin, sometimes it is easy to get started with a change but difficult to follow through.



Creating a habit is done in stages and according to research by the European Journal of Psychology, it takes at least 66 days before changes become automatic, and it can take up to 200 or more days before those changes become habits.







There are solid reasons why it takes so long for new behaviors to become habits. Remember, creating new habits is different from stacking habits. Creating new habits takes time and a good perspective on why many attempts to create new habits eventually fail.







We have all made new year’s resolutions and ended up watching those resolutions go up in smoke. Why is this information important? Because if you have a realistic understanding of how and why, you won’t feel defeated when weeks turn into months; it is all about keeping you motivated.



Motivation is a key factor in why actions and behavioral changes fail. This list of reasons why changes fail will help you see the reality of what you are about to do, and how to stay away from misconceptions that can undermine your motivation.







	
We like to do as much as we can all at once to effect change and more/bigger is always better


	
Big changes take time and become overwhelming, this leads to frustration and failure


	
Focusing on the reward/outcome more than the actual change itself


	
We don’t think small wins are worth as much as big ones, small changes are not as attractive as conquering large changes so we always go for the big change









These misconceptions mean that close to 81% of all changes will fail. This news sounds like a motivation killer but it is not. Motivation will only lead to failure if it is unrealistic.



If you motivate yourself with the promise of a big reward for big change, that motivation will wane when the change and reward takes too long to happen.



Motivation itself is not static, it does not stay the same from the beginning to the end of changing a habit; it doesn’t even stay the same from the beginning to the end of a single day.



Motivation ebbs like a tide, one moment it is high, the next it is almost non-existent. This brings us to the first of the 7 steps for creating positive habits.







	
Motivation – Motivation fails quickly when results are not seen fast enough. Your motivation should not be about making a huge change and reaping the rewards quickly.





You motivation should focus on change itself, any change is positive movement in the right direction. Motivation should be about moving forward, even if you do so in tiny increments.







	
Start Very Small – Small changes are easier to make and easier to maintain. The longer you maintain a change, no matter how small that change is,the more likely it is to stick and become a habit.









	
Break Big Changes into Smaller Ones – If you begin and realize your change is too big to handle, break it down into smaller changes and conquer the smaller ones until you have conquered the big one.









	
Increase Slowly – If you find that you are making a small change with ease, resist the urge to leap forward. Go slow and steady.









	
Don’t Increase if You Cannot Maintain – If you are having trouble keeping up with the small changes you have made do not increase at all until you can maintain your small changes.









	
Mistakes Happen Don’t Give Up – Mistakes and slip ups happen, life happens, get back on track as quickly as you can. Do not let setbacks turn into failures, they are only setbacks and they do not have to ruin all the work you have put into your change.









	
Keep Track of Your Victories No Matter How Small – Pat yourself on the back for every victory. Each month you stay the course is another month closer to creating those positive habits you are working toward. As long as you don’t give up, change will happen, no matter how long it takes.









These 7 steps may not seem like much but they are. Each step will keep you moving forward and forward is always positive.



Each step can help you maintain motivation, and each step will help you overcome any pitfalls you encounter. Moving forward is the key to success.



As you read about habit stacking apply these principles as you work toward those positive changes. If you stay focused and do not give up, you will achieve the changes you are after.



Habit stacking will make it easy for you to add changes, and these steps will help you maintain them.







The more familiar you become with habit stacking and the changes it helps you create, you will begin to realize how important these steps are. There will be times when you won’t want to do it, life will get in the way, and you will slip up; these 7 steps will help you see that slip up for what it is…just a bump in the road.







These steps will not change how you think or give you super powers, they will just keep you focused on the reality of what you are doing.



Sometimes we get caught up in events that happened during the day and we have to deal. Just because your life gets a little out of control now and then does not mean you have to give up on what something you want.



If you want to quit smoking, don’t give up on that desire, keep making small changes and working your way toward the ultimate goal. Each time you reach for a piece of nicotine gum you gain a victory.







If you want to get a better job and you need another degree to do it, start taking online classes. It doesn’t matter how long it takes you to get that new degree, keep your focus on each victory; every course you pass brings you closer to your goal. Eventually you will have that degree and that new job because you didn’t give up.



No system is perfect and this system is meant to help you get where you are going. It is not a formula for success, it is a formula for revealing your potential.



As your behavior and actions change, you will change too; your self-esteem will grow and so will your confidence.


















Chapter 3 – A Simple Mini-Habit Stacking Project








Mini habits are short, simple additions to your existing routine. The concept behind mini habit stacking is to use the existing connections in your brain to help you make new short simple habits.



Starting with simple mini habit stacking projects will also produce new connections that will strengthen each time you decide to stack a habit.







Small, simple additions are easier to stick to when you first add them. It takes time to add big additions because there are many reasons you may not be able to engage in the action or behavior.



Each time you do
 n’
 t perform the action or behavior, the longer it will take to stack the new habit.







In order to stack new habits and make them stick, you need to repeat the action or behavior. Small and simple changes and additions will work best when you first start to create new habits.



Small, steady, steps in the right direction will build up those networks of neurons and soon you will be amazed at how much you have changed your daily routine.


[image: ]



The first step in this mini habit stacking project is to come up with two new additions you would like to make to your daily routine. Remember, they will be small at first and simple to add; they should not require a lot of preparation or a big change to your existing routine.



Think about things you would like to do every day, for instance, you may want to add stretching to your morning routine, or learn some Italian before your trip to Italy. Both of these can be part of your simple mini habit stacking project.







Here is an example of how a simple mini habit stacking project works:



	
Make a list of all the activities and behaviors in your daily routine


	
Make a list of additions you would like to make to your daily routine


	
Choose two additions from your list and find a good place to stack them in your daily routine


	
You decide to add stretching to your morning routine, and learning Italian to your afternoon routine


	
Tell yourself – I am going to do stretches for two minutes before I have my morning coffee


	
Tell yourself – I am going to listen to my Italian language CD for two minutes after I eat my lunch


	
Your existing routine in the morning will now include two minutes of stretching before you have your coffee, and your afternoon routine will now include two minutes of language CD’s after you eat your lunch









Even though it is tempting to add more time for your new additions you have to resist. The point is to add these new actions and behaviors to the habits you already have; making them longer leaves more room for other things to creep in and ruin your new habits.







Everyone can carve out two, two minute intervals during their day, even busy people can stick to two minutes twice a day.



Each time you successfully stack the new mini habit, the stronger that habit will become. Soon they will be a part of your daily routine and you won’t find yourself thinking about them.



You will just do them as part of your day, once this happens, you can begin to change how long you will do each new mini habit.







Remember, stick to the two-minute time frame and do not add more than two new mini habits. Once you have conquered this mini habit stacking project, you will be ready to add more time or more habits.



The important part is to learn how to strengthen those neuron connections. Moving on to bigger and better will happen but there is no reason to force it.







Forcing longer time commitments or too many new habits will just confuse the entire process. For instance: If you are late for work, two minutes will not make much of a difference; but if you are trying to add 5 or more minutes, you will have to let it go so you can get to work.



Short time intervals ensure that you will be able follow through on your new mini habits.







Mini Habit Stacking and Bad Habits



A simple mini habit stacking project can also help you break bad habits. If you smoke, you can try simple mini habit stacking to break the hold that bad habit has on your time, actions, and behaviors.



You don’t need to quit smoking when you begin this project, it is about making small changes that will become habits; and eventually these new habits will help you quit.







Mini habit stacking is best for this because the habits that accompany smoking, or trigger smoking are small/mini habits such as, lighting up while you drink coffee, smoking before you get in the car, having a cigarette while waiting for the bus. These types of habit connections are perfect for inserting mini habits







Make a list of the habits that accompany the smoking habit or any bad habit you want to change. For instance, if you light up a smoke every time you have a cup of coffee, you can add a new habit between the coffee and the cigarette so that drinking coffee becomes a reminder for performing a new routine.



This extra habit will weaken the original connection/reminder between coffee and smoking.







Don’t tell yourself you are quitting, and don’t think about not smoking; put the emphasis on the new habit you are going to do when you have a cup of coffee. You are breaking the connection between smoking and drinking coffee; that is all you are doing when you first begin this project.







Maybe you can add a habit like,
 while I have my coffee I will check my messages,
 or,
 when I have my coffee I will play solitaire on my phone.



Whatever you decide to do when you have coffee, make sure you enjoy it, you want the new behavior to have a clear reward; checking messages has a clear reward, you find out what others want to tell you.



You want this habit to replace smoking while drinking coffee, it is not meant to replace smoking completely so there is no stress when you first begin.







Once you have added this new habit and you don’t smoke with coffee, it is time to stack another mini habit. Scrutinize your day, and find another strong habit that is stacked with smoking.



Maybe you always light up as soon as you leave work. Now you will stack a mini habit between leaving work and lighting up. Once this new habit is stacked between leaving work and smoking, move on to another habit stack and add another mini habit.







Now that you have weakened the habit stacks that accompany your smoking, it will be easier to start a program to quit. The reason this will make it easier for you to follow a quitting program is because you will be dealing only with the smoking habit, not the stacked habits and reminders that accompany your smoking.







This mini stacking project can work for many bad habits as well as creating good ones. As you weaken old connections and strengthen new ones, changing the bad ones become easier.



Any habit is hard to break, good and bad, and the more habits you have stacked with your bad habits, the more reminders that bad habit has!








Chapter 4 – Creating a Lifestyle Habit Stacking Project








Now that you know how to make changes and maintain them using the 7 steps and mini habit stacking principles, you can begin to make changes to your life style as well as your daily routine.



Your daily routine includes all of the mini habits you have added, and now i
 t’
 s time to create a personal habit stacking project that will help you overhaul your life style.







Make a list of lifestyle changes you would like to make. Include everything you want to do no matter how overwhelming they may seem.



Now make a list of daily habits you already have, including the ones you added using mini habit stacking. Next to the items in your daily habits list, add the lifestyle changes that mesh with the habits already in your list.







For instance: If you have already used mini habit stacking to add stretches to your morning routine, taking the stairs after lunch to your afternoon routine, and meditating to your evening routine, and one of the lifestyle changes you have listed is to lose weight; you can put lose weight next to your morning stretches, next to taking the stairs after lunch, and next to meditating in the evening.







Once you have your lifestyle/daily routine list complete, i
 t’
 s time to figure out how you can begin making those lifestyle changes using the mini habits you have already added.



These new changes will be small too, but they will have the potential to change your lifestyle when they become daily habits.



Le
 t’
 s focus on the lose weight; add small changes to each routine you have already made changes to.







Your new daily routine may end up looking something like this:



	
I do morning stretches before having my morning coffee, and
 take a short walk before taking my shower


	
I walk to the park to eat my lunch,
 then take the stairs instead of the elevator when I return to work after lunch


	
I take a short walk after dinner,
 then I meditate for a few minutes before I turn in for the evening





This list is not yours, of course your list will have your habits and changes listed, it is meant to give you an idea of what you are trying to accomplish with your lifestyle habit stacking project.



This list shows how small changes can become changes to your lifestyle and help you create positive habits that will help you attain your goal.







Losing weight does not have to be done within a given time limit. Actually the reality is, if you stay slow and steady, you will lose weight.



When you add changes to your routine that involve moving more, your weight will go down; slowly, but it will go down and it will be more of a permanent weight loss.



Losing weight is only one example of a lifestyle change and the addition of a bit more physical movement is only one way to make a positive change. You may also want to change the way you eat; creating a healthy diet one food at a time will be easier to maintain than changing everything you eat at once.



For instance:



	
I do morning stretches before having my coffee and
 I include some healthy grains in my breakfast


	
I eat a health bar instead of cookies for lunch
 then I take the stairs instead of the elevator when I return to work from lunch


	
Instead of a snack after dinner, I relax in a warm bath,
 then I meditate before turning in





There are a multitude of ways you can use small changes to make big changes in your lifestyle.



If you were to make these small changes, your lifestyle would be healthier all around, and you wouldn’t need to work out like mad at the gym until you give up either.



Small, steady, stacks can create awesome lifestyle habits that will deliver what you want and those changes will be permanent if you follow the steps and learn to stack those habits.







Try using the 7 steps for creating positive habits, and habit stacking to make permanent changes to your life. Keep it simple, try out different habit stacking until you hit on the ones that are perfect for you.







There is no reason to rush or demand immediate change; slow and steady really does win the race because you will learn to pace yourself and recognize the new positive changes as they happen.







You can make as many lists and stacks as you want until you learn what works for you. Everyone is different, it may take some trial and error before you find your perfect fit.



Don’t give up, just keep trying out new stacks until you can maintain, and once you maintain, you can add more; the combinations are endless, and so is your potential!







Make your objectives S.M.A.R.T.



The acronym S.M.A.R.T. implies Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and Time-sensitive.



Specific:



Objectives are no spot to waffle. They are no spot to be dubious. Equivocal objectives produce vague results. Deficient objectives produce inadequate fates.



Quantifiable:



Continuously set objectives that are quantifiable. I would say "specifically quantifiable" to consider our guideline of being specific.



Achievable:



One of the impeding things that many individuals benefit—with aims—is setting objectives that are high to the point that they are unattainable.



Realistic:



The root expression of realistic is "real." An objective must be something that we can sensibly make "real" or a "reality" in our lives. There are some objectives that are just not realistic.



You must have the capacity to say, regardless of the possibility that it is a hugely stretching objective, that yes, in fact, it is totally realistic—that you could make it.







Time:



Each objective ought to have a timeframe attached to it. One of the effective parts of an extraordinary objective is that it has an end—a time in which you are shooting to achieve it.



As time passes by, you chip away at it since you would prefer not to get behind, and you work constantly on the grounds that you need to meet the due date.



You might even need to separate a major objective into different parts of estimation and timeframes—that is OK.



Set littler objectives and work them out time permitting. A S.M.A.R.T. objective has a timeline.














Conclusion








When you started this book you knew you wanted to make positive changes in your life. You knew you wanted to look better, feel better, work better, or just be happier. Now you have some new information and skills to help you make real changes instead of setting yourself up for disappointment.



Each new stack of habits you have created have changed your life for the better. It is amazing how much time you can squeeze out of a day if you do
 n’
 t overload every moment.







Many times it is just a matter of realizing lots of small changes equal big changes when they are all stacked together.



Your entire day is a series of reminders, routines, and rewards, and now you have the tools you need to create the reminders and routines that provide you with the rewards you really want.







As you create new habits and make lifestyle changes you will realize that once they are maintained long enough, you can create new ones. Habits are just behaviors and actions that help us get from point A to B, they are nothing more and nothing less.



Do
 n’
 t worry about failure, just keep moving forward and you will eventually have the life you want and deserve.
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Introduction








Google Drive which was formerly called as Google Docs, is an efficient file storage and management service extended by Google. It enables it users to store a vast variety of files over the cloud, share these files with a number of users and make amendments in the documents, presentations and spreadsheets.



Google Drive incorporates Sheets, Google Docs, and Slides, within the complete office suite which allows the combined and shared editing of all types of documents, and drawings.



The journey for this miraculous drive started in April 2012 and since then it has cherished millions of its users belonging to almost all parts of the world. Not only the individual users are catered but the paid corporate users are also entertained with customized and enhanced series of Google Drive.



It enables a harmonious synchronization of files between the user desktop and the Drive cloud so the storage capacity of the drive is beyond imagination. All kinds of office work and email handling can best be managed using Google Drive as it is full of enhanced and sophisticated features.



The best part is its user-friendly approach for day to day usage so you can learn using Google Drive within no time. Once you get equipped with basic knowledge you can easily apply it to cater the enhanced features which ensure extra efficiency and correspondence










Chapter 1 – Introduction and Basics of Google Drive








In toda
 y’
 s world of online working and storage, manual paper storage and file keeping are no more in the business. Almost all of the work being done by people around is now being stored on various online mediums like a cloud.



But when we talk about the most authentic, reliable and efficient storage domain, then Google Drive is surely the king. Although you hear the name Google Drive whenever the storage purpose is in question but Google Drive is much more than mere storage.



By incorporating the enhanced ability, it enables the creation and editing of various categories of file types including files, photos, videos and PDF documents. If you think about its enhanced capability then it is the Drop Box and the Microsoft Office, combined at one place.



And side by side the enhanced features of collaboration and sharing documents, presentations and spreadsheets among all the users of Google drive is surely a plus point.



One of the major reasons for such a heightened fame enjoyed by Google Drive is its extensive storage space. The users for the Google Apps receive at a minimum of 30 GBs for unified storage in order to be used for Drive, Gmail, and Google+ photos.



This so for the regular users but in case you are availing the access over Google Apps then you can get the boundless capacity which equals around 1TB storage capacity. The particular storage entails only files which have not been converted to Spreadsheets, Google Docs, or Presentations.



If you are working on some non-native types of files including the PowerPoint or Microsoft Word then you can convert them to Google document by just a dragging function available over the drive. Here are some of the most basic introductory remarks and information which you must know before using Google drive.



Although the endless limits of Google Drive will take some time to get familiar with entire features yet you need to know as much as possible so that the real benefit can be achieved from this well-crafted Drive. Start with the basic features and you can easily master the higher ones.







The Basics of Google Drive:



The Basic features of Google Drive are the ones which almost every user will need at some point in time. So knowing them is like a license to start up your use of Google Drive.







	
Set Up





It is related to getting the introduction for setting up and efficient use of Google Drive.



	
Organize





These organizing tips will help the user to consolidate the Google Drive in such a way that all the documents are easy to reach and navigate. For example, you can learn the way of adding a single file to different folders.



	
Share





This will entail the basic working for sharing of some item on the Google Drive of one user over the Google drive of other users. You can also learn to restrict the downloading features of the shared files.



	
Delete





This will entail the process applied for deleting a file placed on the Google Drive. You can also learn to restore the deleted file.







The advanced features of Google Drive:



Some of the sophisticated and advanced actions include:



	
Advanced Search





The advanced search operators of Google Drive are highly useful when the user is navigating some broader and populated Drive library.



	
View Revision History





This feature enables the user view and effectively manages the changes which have been made to the files located on Google Drive.



	
Edit Files in Google Drive (Microsoft Files)





The user can easily edit Microsoft files in such a way that they are eventually converted into the native Google Drive files



	
Attaching Files to an Email





There is also an option of quickly adding the files stored in Google Drive in the email.



	
Adding a Drive Image as the Email Signature:





Google Drive’s additional capability allows you to add an image in the email signature. You can use any of the images which have been stored in the Drive. You can also learn to create the enhanced features like the signatures for company email.



	
Using Drive for Image Host





Google Drive also entails the additional feature of hosting some image kept on Google Drive. Eventually, the image can be either be linked or directly used on the website.







	
Adding Subtitles for Videos in Google Drive





If you have stored some videos in the Google Drive, you can also use the enhanced features of Google drive to place Subtitles on the video.



	
Managing Changes to Non-Native Files





This enhanced feature allows the user to keep a track of all those amendments and changes which have been made to the non-native files. This also ensures that the users with whom the file is shared can only see the changed or updated file.



	
Allowing Backup for Google+ Photos





Google Drive also keeps a backup for all the photos which the user posts on Google+.



	
Some special features for Admins:





As Google Drive enables plenty of domain data to get stored by all the users so it also enables the Google Apps Admins to keep a check on the security of the domain Drive.



	
Drive Security for Apps Admins





Google Drive provides all the essential processes and related tools for Admins so that they can eventually make up a secured domain.



	
Confirmation of Drive Compliance





The feature named Better Cloud enables the Admins to scan the domain’s Drive to explore the SSNs, credit card numbers and some other form of secured information and modify and monitor the settings related to the sharing of the documents.










Chapter 2 – Getting Started








In this step, you will get the most basic information for starting on with Google Drive so that the endless possibilities of this Drive can be explored in the best possible way.



Getting Access to Google Drive:



1. There can be many different methods to access the Google Drive, out of which the easiest is to use a Chrome browser. After clicking Chrome, click on a browser or on the new tab. Here you will find the page shown below. Just select the logo for Google Drive which will direct you to the website for Google Drive.
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2. In case one does not have the Chrome browser then adding the appropriate URL in the search bar will also direct the user to get access to the Google Drive, as shown below
 :
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3. There can be another method for accessing Google Drive which is by searching over the Google for Google Drive.







Interface of Google Drive:



The Google Drive entails the following interface: The “My Drive” is actually in synchronization with the desktop of the user.
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All of the folders appearing under My Drive will be similar to the ones which are residing within the desktop. You can use the Drag Drop function to put any of the files from the internet to “My Drive”.







Desktop Application for Google Drive



When the initial login for the Google Drive will be made, it will prompt the user to download the application for the desktop. You will need to click on the Download option.






[image: ]











Next, click “Accept and Install”
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Next, click on the “Save File” icon for opening the download and proceed to “Run”. It will automatically administer you to the necessary steps for downloading.



After downloading the Drive, the next step is to get signed in with a Google account. In order to start the synchronization of Google Documents with Google drive click to “Start Sync”.
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After this step, the Google Drive will be one of the options for saving the files. You will get a shortcut for Drive over the desktop. You can also apply a Drag- Drop function to directly add files to the drive for internet or some other source.
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Google Drive over the Web



	
There is an arrow on the left side of “My Drive”, which is used to expand the Drive and show all the folders which have been synchronized with the Google Drive. Select any of the folders and its content will be displayed at the right of the screen.
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In case you add some folder or file over the desktop, it will automatically become part of the Drive.


	
Adding to folders in the "My drive" is also possible. First of all, click “Create “and from the drop down options and select the “Folders” options.
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Add some name to the new folder and it will become part of my drive folders just like the previous ones.












Chapter 3 – Using Google Documents








Google Docs can be thought of as the online version of PowerPoint, Microsoft Word, and Excel. In the language of Google Docs, you will call them Presentation, Google Document, and Spreadsheet respectively.



Once the registration process is completed the user is then directed to the following page of Google Drive.






[image: ]







As indicated in the picture, the Google Drive panel is further divided into three major parts.



	
Towards the left, you can see the folder view which contains all those files which are present as shared files, modified files as well as the files starred by the user
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Over the top lies the menu bar which carries all the options including the creation of new folders, sorting of files, various viewing and setting option.


	
The center area of the drive is the one which carries all files available in the Drive. These files will all be displayed in this center portion. Initially, when the user will just start with the drive and there will be no files in his or her drive then this central part will be occupied with the information regarding Google Drive.









Adding files in your Google Drive:



Two different methods can be applied in order to create files for your Google drive.



	
The first method relates to the creation of an empty file from the very beginning. It is accomplished by clicking on the button named “Create”.


	
The second method entails an uploading of the existing file over the Drive and working with it afterward. For this method, you will click the Hard disk icon having arrow button as well as the choose file icon and create button





You will come across an upload file panel. Now browse for the specific file which you intend to upload to the Google Drive. Click on the specific file and select upload. When this process will be completed, you will get the specific panel which is shown below:
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Now when you will close the panel for the file upload, the Google drive will show that particular file in the drive.



The picture below depicts the same procedure in which the file which we uploaded in previous steps can be seen in the central part of the drive, which is fixed for the files available in the Drive.
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Converting the non-native (uploaded) documents to Google Docs:




You can see in the previous steps that the file which was uploaded to the Google Drive was having the icon “W” with it.




It indicates that although it is residing in your Google Drive, yet it is still in the Microsoft Document form and is not in the Google Doc form.




In this part of the book, we will deal with conversion of a document to Google Doc form, which is necessary in order to make modifications and editing in the document.





You can see it if you click on the file which you have uploaded to the drive. Opening a document in the original form will not let you make any changes in the document. For making it editable and compatible with the Google Drive you need to make a Google Doc version of it.
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Click on “File” then “Open With” and then select “Google Docs”.
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After this step, the original file uploaded in the Word format will appear as Google Docs. You can then open this file in a separate editor.
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Any kind of modifications and editing can easily be done now on this Google Doc file.
 
Now if you just close the editor tab and go to the home page of Google Drive you can easily see that there will be two separate files in the field area.




One will be the original version of the file which was uploaded in the first step. The second will be the one which you just converted into the Google Doc format.
 







In this case, one thing which is important to remember is that the modifications will be stored in the Google Doc file so if you want to use the changed and modified file you will need to click the Google Doc version.



The word format file will reside as it was in the original format at the time of uploading. This should be dealt with care while considering official and corporate matters.






Chapter 4 – Sharing and Collaboration with other users and File Backup










Although most of the common users are satisfied with the Google Drive based on its storage capacities and file editing utilities, however, there is yet another aspect of Google Drive which adds to its utility and productivity. It is the set of collaborative tools which Google drive entails.







These tools are considered to be best for corporate and academic purposes, which usually need a single document to be shared among multiple users for collaboration and improvement. Google Drive has catered this purpose in the best possible way. One reason for it being the best is the enhanced control which has been provided to the user.







Under this enhanced control, a large set of options is available for the user to specify the sharing abilities.



Google Docs has special features which in the most basic form for sharing Google document among multiple users, residing at different geographical destinations. Not only sharing is possible but the collaborative modification is also possible which allows editing the Google Doc in such a way that all other users, with whom the document is shared, can easily see the changes being made in the document.







This enhanced feature increases the competency of work when a single draft needs an input from various different people, e.g. the corporate files which are based on some program agenda and need an input from various department of the organization.







Sharing of Document over Google Drive



In order to share a file over the Google Drive, you will need to follow the below mentioned important steps.



First of all, click on the particular document which is intended to be shared.








 [image: ]



Next by clicking on the “Share” button a setting panel will appear with the name “Sharing Settings” as shown below:
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Sharing Settings:



Now in the space under the title “Link to share” you will copy the URL of the file. This URL will be seen by all those people with whom the original user wants to share the URL. This URL can also be given the Public viewership status because the original document can be made viewable to the people we want. You can thus paste the URL over some website as well.







Who has access?



The second section of these sharing setting is titled “Who has access”. This part relates to two major types of information:



The first part is about the shows settings related to the sharing of the document. This part allows the users to choose from three different options:







Public on the web:



This setting option, when selected, will make the document accessible to everyone over the web. So anyone searching for the document with the specific URL will get access to the document. Once found, the document can be modified and altered by anyone who gets its access.







Anyone with the link:



Under this setting, the shared document will not be publicly searchable. But it will be accessible to people to whom the original user will provide the URL of the document. Once accessed, any users can the make alterations in the document.











Private:



This setting allows the user to explicitly provide access to the document. In this case, the explicit users will need a sign in for viewing and editing the document. This setting is especially useful when the document under consideration is of some crucial nature.







If the specific document will be marked under “private” settings, then you will need to specify the explicit users to whom you want to grant the permission for accessing the document.
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The next step is to mention the people as collaborators or editors of the document. These mentioned people will be the ones who will have the permission to edit the document and make amendments. In this case, the email address for the specific user will be inserted in collaborator place.



Google Drive allows the addition of maximum 200 users as a collaborator for a single document.
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Here you will enter the email address of the user to whom you want to make the collaborator. Next, click on to “Share and Save”. In this case, you can also notify the person about sharing by sending an email. In this case, you need to check the box for the option titled “notify people via email”.







If you forget to see this option then you will need to draft a manual email about sharing of the document or have to inform the user in person.







Adding Users as Commenters:



There is also an option to add people and users as commenters. It is a special case of collaboration in which the users added as Commenter will be able to view the file and all the modifications made, but they won’t be able to make changes on their own.



This special setting is known as allowing user as “commenter”. As they can view the file so they can leave their comments related to the specific content of the shared file. For making this kind of setting, you will follow all the steps which were followed by adding a person as editor.



However, the change will occur after the email address option in which rather than clicking on the can “can edit” option, you will click on the “can comment” option.







In the end, you will click on to “Share and save”. The commenter, in this case, will also get an email with the notion that the original user wants the commenter to review the file and make comments.



When you are finished with the settings of sharing you can give it a final touch by, verifying the list containing the names of all those people to whom you have allowed the access of the document with specific modifications.
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In the end, Click on the button titled “Done”, so that all of the users can enjoy the rights specified in the panel of “Settings”.



Here there is a crucial aspect of document sharing which needs to be considered very well. According to this aspect when an original user gives the other user the rights of the editor, then the editor can also add users as a collaborator.



Now this option is in the hands of the original user, he or she can allow this access by the editors or can even restrict this modification. It will depend on upon a particular need of the document being reviewed and shared among the users.



This assorted variety of options available for providing access and rights to the users narrates the real power of Google Drive which has eased the world of its users to a great extent.



This greater control and countless utility make Goggle Drive the only storage Cloud with so much enhanced competence and efficiency. Surely it is an attraction enabling an increase in the number of users.







File backup with Google Drive



One of the most celebrated features of Google drive is its ability to serve as a backup for all types of files. In this case, the desktop sync utility of Google will be used which adds a specific folder to the system’s hard drive, which then acts as a two-way channel.



So whenever any of the folder or files will be put to the desktop it will automatically get synced to the Google Drive. In the same way, any document placed on Google drive will be available in the specific folder of the desktop. This two-way harmonization enhances the utility by providing the best suitable option for the backup facility.



Carrying out the backup function with Google drive is a simple process which is executed with three simple steps:



	
This first step will relate to the primary step of Downloading and install the Google Drive utility. This is available for both Windows as well as for Mac. However, the basic working and sequence of steps will be the same in both cases.


	
The next step will be to run the program over the system. Now sign in with your Google account. Here the screen will guide you through the step by step procedure.





The initial few steps may be for informative purposes only where you will get guidance for using the tool. The next steps will carry you on with the actual procedure. At the last step click “Done” or “Finish”.



	
As the last step, the Google Drive will open directly in the Explorer window, enabling you to scrutinize all the documents which are currently available in the document. Now this folder will be available on the hard disk of the system and at the Google drive as well.





One of the easiest applications of Google Drive backup option is the Drag and Drop ability under which you can simply drag a file in the Google drive and it will automatically get stored at both places as a backup.



This utility of Google Drive has enabled a safe and secure environment for the user in which the user no longer worries about the file storage or a system getting corrupted. As it will be available at both places, so enhanced comfort has been added by Google Drive.










Chapter 5 – Google Drive Video storage








Google Drive not only entails documents and files having text but it equally provides functions related to photos and Videos. One of the most liked features of Google Drive is its ability to incorporate Videos in the Drive.







Why use Google Drive for Video storage:



This is particularly more of a concern for organizational users. If you look around at any of the virtual storage space occupied by any organization, you will definitely find a lot of videos.



These videos may have various formats like digital video.wmv, mp4, .avi, .mov, and videos on manual discs and tapes. Organizations may have a number of videos in the form of product videos, training videos, marketing videos, presentation videos and meeting videos.







Now this excessive video storage needs space and equipment for effective management. These videos will occupy a lot of space over the serve and in need of searching some specific video you can seriously get in trouble.



Google Drive has provided a solution for this issue and now you can share and store Videos just like you do for the text and office files. It will allow a better management of space over the server. Google drive provides following major functions for Video files.







	
Uploading and storing Video files:





Just like the office files you can add any of the Video from your desktop or internet to the google Drive. Once uploaded, it can easily be searched for future use. You can simply apply the Drag and drop procedure for adding Videos to the drive.







	
Sharing of Videos





Once the video is added to the drive it is then possible to share with multiple users. Just like office files you can grant specific access to Videos.







	
Adding captions to Videos:





This additional feature of google Drive is of particular interest where you can even add captions to an already named video stored on the google drive.



In order to add a caption track, you will first edit the text file that which will be the text displayed for a specific video time.







The next step will be to select the specific video file from Google Drive. Here you will select the overflow menu shown in the form of three dots, organized vertically. Here you will choose "Manage caption tracks."
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Google Drive can support any of the captions in SubViewer formats (.sbv) and SubRip (.srt) format so it endorses a large assortment of functionality for Videos of any type.







Previewing and playing a video







You can also save and store Video in your Google Drive just the way you store the text files and documents. Once the videos are uploaded to the drive you can search for any of the uploaded videos.



For this purpose, you can apply the drop-down arrow which is available in the search box. Once found, you just need to choose the specific name of the file. Next,you will sue Driv
 e’
 s video player for playing the video.







Google video player not only plays the video but it also mentions a certain additional piece of information about the Video file. This information includes:



	
Original Owner of the video


	
the specific Sharing settings


	
When the file was uploaded


	
When the file was synced


	
Option to Download the previous versions of the file












Conclusion








Gone are the days when manual hard work was related to every human activity. Today with an ever increasing change in technology and its developmental application, the need for manual labor has been completely eradicated. This change has become part of all human life domains, including the day to day life chores as well as the work activity related to the corporate and commercial world.







With the advent of internet, a number of features and applications have played their part in making up this world a much easier place to live, today the human energy which was once wasted in making manual labor is utilized for making intellectual miracles.







When it comes to manual work in offices or even in the household you can see that plenty of energy is wasted. Now as the corporate world has shifted over the internet use for day to day business operations the application of email and virtual communication has increased.







Similarly, rather than piling up papers and letters, everything is now done through clicks. Seeing this change in the overall working Google has come up with the miraculous application named Google Drive. The possibilities of this drive are endless and beyond the imagination of a user.







This book has been written with a view that if we want to make full use of this application we need a thorough knowledge of it. Many of us may have Google Drive residing within the desktop but do not know the necessary application and use. So this book will help all those readers who want to make the best use of this wonderful opportunity.









Dear Reader,



Thank you for downloading
 “
 How to make money online
 7 in 1 Box Set” eBook.



Reviews help other readers discover our books so consider leaving an honest review on Amazon or your favorite review site or share the books with people you know.







Thank you
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